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FOR THE second time in two
days, IndiashruggedoffRussian
PresidentVladimirPutin'sclaim
Thursday thatmore than 3,000
Indian citizens are being held
hostageat theKharkiv trainsta-
tion in eastern Ukraine by the
Ukrainianmilitary.
NewDelhi countered there

were no such reports even as it
called fora“local ceasefire” that
couldhelpget thestrandedstu-
dents—estimatedat2,000—in
easternUkrainetobuseswaiting

40-60 km away en route to the
border our of the war-ravaged
country.
Asked about Putin’s state-

ment, Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson Arindam
BagchisaidFriday:“Weissueda
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AS UTTAR Pradesh headed to-
wards the seventh and final leg
of a long-drawn election, lead-
ersof threeof theprincipalcon-
tenders—BJP leader and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav and the Congress’s Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra— led separate rallies and
roadshows in a final burst of
campaigning.
CampaigninginVaranasiand

otherdistrictsthatgotothepolls

onMonday, March 7, will con-
cludeonSaturday.
On Friday, Modi led a road-

show in support of BJP candi-
dates inVaranasi, his Lok Sabha
constituency.
Modi,whoarrivedhereafter

addressingarally inneighbour-
ingMirzapur, began the road-
showaftergarlandingastatueof
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel at
Maldahiyacrossingthat'spartof
the Varanasi North Assembly
constituency.
Among those in the crowd

thathadassembledatthecross-
ing even before the PM could
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SANDIPG
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AROUND7.30PMIndia timeon
Friday, theworld of cricket lost
not justoneof itsgreatest crick-
eters but also one of its greatest
characters. Australian leg-spin-
ner Shane Warne was found
dead in his hotel room at Koh
SamuiinThailandofasuspected
heartattack.Hewas52, longre-

tiredbut active as a commenta-
tor, his insights on the game as
rareandpreciousashisart.
That“therewasnoonequite

like...” is often uttered as a for-
malityat farewellsandinobitu-
aries. But the cliche could not
havebeentruerinWarne’scase.
Fewbowled leg-spin likehim—
708 Test wickets and 293 ODI
wicketsareproofofthat.Enough
it would be to say that no one
bowled like him, any bowler
acrossanyera.
HewastheDonaldBradman

of bowling. Apter perhaps,
cricket’s version of Diego

Maradona.LiketheArgentine,he
glowed in the gifts nature be-
stoweduponhim,andhisquest
forthepleasuresof lifewasinsa-
tiable.Likethatflawedgeniusof
football,hemademistakesinlife
and the game — both were
banned for consuming drugs to
aid weight loss — although
Warne's tripnever spiralledout
of control.
Control, ironically, isperhaps
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‘WEWERESCARED
WEWOULDDIE’
PANIC INCITIESAS
RUSSIATIGHTENS
CORDON PAGES 8, 15

ATTACKONUKRAINIANFACILITY, EUROPE’SLARGEST,REVIVESMEMORIESOFCHERNOBYL

Delhidisapproves:
Regrettable that
Ukrainesituation
hasworsened

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

TWODAYS after theywere told
by the Indian embassy to leave
Kharkiv immediately for three
safe points nearby, around 500
Indians have beenwaiting out-
sideUkraine’ssecondlargestcity
—cold,hungry,unsurewhereto
gonext.
ManystrandedatPisochyn—

itwasoneoftheplacestheywere
toldtoheadto,theothertwobe-
ingBabaiandBezlyudivka—are
students.Unable toboard trains
leaving Kharkiv, theywalked 11
kmtoPisochyn.
TheMarch 2 embassy advi-

soryhadsaid“studentswhocan-
notfindvehiclesorbusesandare
inrailwaystationcanproceedon
foot. Proceed immediately.

Underallcircumstances,Indians
mustreachthesesettlementsby
6pmUkrainianTimetoday."
From Shivpuri in Madhya

Pradesh,HimanshuRajMaurya,
a first-year student of Kharkiv
National Medical University
(KNMU),said:“Wereachedhere
twodaysago,sincePisochynwas
oneoftheplacesontheadvisory
that was issued. We are
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Markaz case:
Centre reverses
its stand on
reopening,
wants curbs

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

DAYSAFTER conveying toDelhi
High Court that themosque at
Markaz Nizamuddin can be re-
openedinaccordancewithCovid
guidelines issued by the Delhi
DisasterManagementAuthority
(DDMA),theCentreonFridayop-
posed the re-opening of the en-
tire premises— and said only a
fewpolice-verifiedpersonsmay
bepermittedtoofferprayers.The
DDMAhadlastweekorderedthe
lifting of all Covid restrictions in
thenationalcapital.
Advocate Rajat Nair, repre-

senting the Centre, told the
court: “The locus of the peti-
tioner (Delhi Waqf Board) is
doubtful and this particular
premises is part of a case prop-
erty,whichhasbeenattached.”
Nairwasreferringtothecase

registeredbyDelhiPoliceagainst
theMarkazmanagement foral-
leged violation of Covid curbs
twoyearsago, leadingtoanout-
break among Tablighi Jamaat
members. The High Court is
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Putin lied…
more at stake
than Russia
ties: German
Ambassador

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

THE RUSSIAN invasion of
Ukraine came as a surprise as
“nobody would have thought
thatPresidentPutinwouldbru-
tallyattackhisneighbours.Ifone
is to call a spadea spade,he lied
to us, to everyone,” German
Ambassador to India Walter J
Lindner told The Indian Express
Friday.
Allcountriesshouldrealise,he

added,thatthereis“moreatstake
thanjustbilateralandemotional

relations with
Russia”because
ifMoscow’s ag-
gressionagainst
Ukraine sets a

precedent,“anycountrycouldbe
underthesamethreat.”
Qualifyinghisremarkssaying

hewouldnotliketocommenton
India's position on thematter,
Lindner said: “There is apower-
ful nation with a strong army
whichwasnotunderthreat,no-
body was attacking it and the
leader of this nationdecidesmy
weakerneighbourhasnorightto
existbecausethisnationbelongs
tous.Solet'screatesomepretext
and invade, change the borders,
violate the sovereignty and in-
tegrity just because we can,
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SETTINGOFF alarmbells across
theworld,RussiantroopsFriday
attackedEurope’slargestnuclear
powerplant inUkraine, starting
ablazethatrevivedmemoriesof
the 1986 catastrophe at
Chernobyl.
As firefighters doused the

flamesandtheworldrecoiledin
horror and slammed Russian
PresidentVladimirPutin,theUN
Security Council met urgently
whereIndiasaid“itisregrettable
thatthesituationinUkrainehas
worsened further.”
Signalling its disapproval of

the Russian action, India said
“any accident involving the nu-
clear facilitiesmay have severe
consequences for public health
andtheenvironment”.
SpeakingattheUNSC—ona

day India abstained at the UN
HumanRightsCouncil inthelat-
est vote on the Russia-Ukraine
issue — T S Tirumurti, India’s
PermanentRepresentativeatthe
UN, said, “An immediate cessa-
tion of violence and end to all
hostilitiesareessential.Wecon-
tinue to carefully follow thede-
velopmentsregardingthesafety
andsecurityofUkraine’snuclear
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PM, Akhilesh, Rahul:
In last lap, their paths
criss-cross Varanasi

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

PUBLIC LISTED companies
shouldtrytoopenupmorewith
investorstohelpthemmakethe
rightinvestmentchoices,accord-

ing to Falguni Nayar, founder &
CEO of online beauty and per-
sonalcareplatformNykaa.
“I personally feel that you

must try tosharemore informa-
tionwith the investor commu-
nitysothattheycanmakecertain

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Putin’s hostage claim has
few takers; Delhi calls for
‘local ceasefire’ to help exit

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
&TORAAGARWALA
NEWDELHI,GUWAHATI,
MARCH4

MEGHALAYA HAS withdrawn
consent totheCBI to investigate
cases in the state, becoming the
ninthstateinthecountrytohave
taken this step in the last few
years. However, unlikemost of
the other states, Meghalaya is
ruled by Conrad Sangma’s
National People’s Party (NPP)
which is part of the BJP-led
NationalDemocraticAlliance.
“It istruethatMeghalayahas

withdrawn consent to the CBI.
We do not know the reasons,”
said a government official.
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AmbassadorWalter J
Lindner.AbhinavSaha

THECBI,which isgov-
ernedbyTheDelhi
SpecialPolice
EstablishmentAct, 1946,
mustobtainastategov-
ernment’s consentbe-
fore investigatingacrime
there. Theconsentcanbe
either case-specificor
general. Statesnormally
givegeneral consent. In
theabsenceof general
consent, theagencyhas
toapply to thestategov-
ernment ineachcase.

Whatis
general
consent?E●EX
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PMNarendraModiataroadshowinVaranasionFriday.
VaranasivotesonMarch7, in the lastphase.Vishal Srivastav

Surveillance footageof a flare landingat theZaporizhzhianuclearplantduringshelling inUkraine’sEnerhodarcity.Reuters

Global alarmbells after fire asRussia seizes
n-plant; India flagssafetyconcernatUNSC
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Told to head to safe point
outside Kharkiv, 500 wait
there — unsure, hungry

DECISION
2022

MANIPURPHASE2
TODAY

22SEATS
92

candidates
in fray

8.47
lakh
voters

NDA-ruled Meghalaya
ninth state to withdraw
general consent to CBI

NykaaCEOFalguniNayar, daughterAdwaitaandsonAnchit
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Cricket’s Maradona, bowling’s Bradman,
ultimate magician and a flawed genius

Firms should give investors
more info, says Nykaa CEO
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Alarm bells
powerreactorsandfacilities.”
“Indiaattachesthehighestim-

portance to ensuring safety and
securityofnuclearfacilitiesasany
accidentinvolvingthenuclearfa-
cilitiesmay have severe conse-
quencesforpublichealthandthe
environment,”hesaid.
Stressing that India accords

the “highest priority” to thedis-
charge by the IAEA of its safe-
guardsandmonitoringactivities,
in accordancewith its Statute in
aneffective,non-discriminatory
andefficientmanner, the Indian
envoy said, “Wehave alsonoted
the latest information available
withregardtothenuclearpower
plantsandfacilitiesinUkraine,in-
cludingtoday’supdatesprovided
bytheDG,IAEAonthecurrentsit-
uation.”
Inadramaticvisual,IAEAchief

RafaelMarianoGrossibriefedthe
UNSC fromhisaircraft ashewas
onhiswaytoIran.
Earlier,firefightersputoutthe

blaze at the Zaporizhzhia plant,
locatednearthecityofEnerhodar
in south-eastern Ukraine, and
Russiantroopsoccupiedthesite.
Ukrainian and UN officials

saidnoradiationwasreleased.
Thenuclearpowerfacilitywas

targeted twodays after Russian
ForeignMinisterSergeiLavrovre-
mindedtheworldofhiscountry’s
nucleararsenalandwarnedthat
“athirdworldwarwillbenuclear,
anddevastating.”
TheAssociatedPress quoted

Grossi saying thebuilding at the
plant thathadbeenhitwas “not
partof thereactor”butatraining
centre.
Grossi said the Ukrainians

wereincontrolof thereactor.
Facingworldwideindignation

over the attack, Russia sought to
deflectblame.AccordingtotheAP
report, Defence Ministry
spokesman Igor Konashenkov
blamedarsonratherthanartillery
fire.HeclaimedaUkrainian“sab-
otage group” had occupied the
trainingbuildingattheplant,fired

onaRussianpatrolandsetfireto
thebuildingastheyleft.
Ukraine’s statenuclear plant

operator Enerhoatomsaid three
Ukrainiansoldierswerekilledand
twowounded.
Theattackledtocallsbetween

Ukrainian PresidentVolodymyr
Zelenskyy andUSPresident Joe
Biden and otherworld leaders.
TheUSDepartmentofEnergy,the
APreported,activateditsnuclear
incident response teamasapre-
caution.
Zelenskyy said he feared an

explosionthatwouldbe“theend
foreveryone.TheendforEurope.
TheevacuationofEurope.”
In his remarks at theUNSC,

Tirumurtisaid,“Whilewearedis-
cussingthenucleardimensionof
anunfoldingconflict,thisCouncil
mustacknowledgethatthereisa
pressinghumanitariancrisiscon-
fronting us in Ukraine, where
safety and security of innocent
civilians including several thou-
sandIndiannationals,inparticu-
larstudentsareatstake.”
He expressed hope that the

second round of talks between
the two sides contributes to the
immediate establishment of a
safehumanitariancorridor.
“Commitment to theprinci-

plesoftheUNCharter,tointerna-
tionallawandrespectforthesov-
ereignty and territorial integrity
of all states are keyprinciples in
this regard,” he said, flagging
India’sconcernsonRussia’smove
againstUkraine.

Unsure, hungry
here now, but there’s very little
food…asingle sliceof breadora
bowl of soup for the entire day.
Buses are being arranged from
here,butthesearebusesthatwe
needtopayfor.Wewereaskedto
pay $500 for buses, but I don’t
haveasingledollarwithme.”
“We were staying in the

bunkeratthehostel.OnMarch2,
weheadedtotherailwaystation
onfoot.Therewerearound1,000
of us from thehostel.Whenwe
reached the station, the

Ukrainians did not let us get on
the train.Wewere told thatonly
girls and childrenwill get on the
train, and nomenwould be al-
lowed. But even the Indian girls
werenot allowed. Therewas an
attackneartherailwaystation,we
panickedandwenttothenearby
metrostation.Thentheadvisory
towalktoPisochyncame,andwe
decidedtowalk,”hesaid.
Sagar Kumar Gupta, a first-

year student at KNMU, pegged
the number of students at
Pisochynataround500.
AyaanFaeiz,afourth-yearstu-

dent at KNMU, who is from
Bhopal,saidafewpeoplehadpaid
and taken private buses, and
around900people are likely to
stillbeatPisochyn.
HimanshuandAyaansaidthe

privatebusesarebeingarranged
byagenciesthathelpstudentsse-
cure admission. “For now, stu-
dents are at a shelter of sorts, a
campus.Buthowdowegettothe
borders with Hungary or
Poland?”Ayaansaid.
Afirst-yearstudentatKNMU,

whoaskednottobenamed,said,
“Whenwe reached the railway
station,therewaspanic.Veryfew
peoplewere able to board the
train, some studentswere hurt.
Wewalked to Pisochyn andwe
had no foodwith us. There are
around 500 to 600 people here
now.Theagencies arranging the
busesaresayingtheywilltakeus
toLvivortheborderwithPoland,
but we are being asked to pay
cash.WeareclosertotheRussian
borderthantotheothers.”
The Ministry of External

Affairs said around300 Indians
are stranded inKharkiv and700
in Sumy,where fierce fighting is
on.Someof theover900Indians
in Pisochyn are being taken out
fromthere in fivebuses. And, on
thewestern borders near Lviv,
therearelessthan1,000.

Putin claim
statementyesterday. I clarified it
again…I'm not aware of any
Indianbeingheldhostage.Imean,
unless youhave some informa-
tion that I don't, they arehaving
difficulty getting out because of
the security situation in some
places,particularly,Iwouldsayin
Sumyand inKharkiv town.But I
haven'theardanybodybeingheld
hostage.”
Pressed,hesaid: “Youshould

alwaysaskthepersonwhomakes
thestatements.Whyus?”
Senior officials said Putin’s

hostageremarkismorewar-rhet-
oric thanreality.SpeakingtoThe
IndianExpress,atopofficialinthe
security establishment said that
almost all Indian students there
hadactivemobilephoneconnec-
tionsandwereintouchwiththeir
parents, representatives of the
IndianGovernmentandinmany
cases,themedia.
“Noneof themdescribedany

situationofthembeingincaptiv-
ityorbeingheldhostageorbeing
detained against theirwishes,”
said the official. “Yes, theymay
havesaidsomeUkrainianauthor-
itiesareuncooperativeandweare
tryingourbesttoworkonthat.”
Moreimportantly,theofficial

said,nopricehasbeenputforthe
“release” of Indian students. “No
Indianstudenthassaidthateven
Rs 500 has been demanded for
their safe travel to evacuation
sites. No demands for ransom
havereachedtheGovernment.So
how canwe describe this as a
hostage situation?” the topoffi-
cialsaid.
Meanwhile, as per Bagchi’s

break-up of stranded students,
thereare2000-3000inall:300in
Kharkiv; 700 in Sumy, where
fierce fighting is on; over 900 in
Pisochyn,aKharkivsuburb,from
where somewere being evacu-
ated in fivebuses to thewestern
border either to LvivorMoldova
where there’s another batch of
under1,000.
“The(core)problemishowto

get these students fromtheir lo-
cationinKharkiv,Sumy,andother
areas to theeasternborder shar-
ingwithRussia...there are buses
waiting there, but that route is
about50to60kmawaythrough
theconflictzone.Theyaretoofar
awayandcan'twalkthatdistance.
Wewantsafepassageforthestu-
dentsthroughthatarea...without
a local ceasefire between the
RussiansandUkrainians, it isdif-
ficulttotakethesestudentstothe
buses.Wedon'twanttocrossthe
stretchwhereit isrisky…Weap-
pealandurgetheparties tohave
a local ceasefire,” thespokesper-
sonsaid.
On the assurance yesterday

thatRussiaandUkraineagreedto
createdhumanitarian corridors
tohelpciviliansexit,Bagchisaid:
"Wehavenot seenanything fur-
thertothatintermsofimplemen-
tation…ifthathappens,itwillcer-
tainlyhelpourprocess.”
Around20,000Indiannation-

alshavesofarcrossedtheborders
ofwar-tornUkrainetosafety,the
MEA said, as reports emerged
aboutaDelhistudentgettingshot
multiple timesbutmiraculously
survivingtheassault.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modichairedanothermeetingto
reviewtheunfoldingsituationin
Ukraine amid the evacuation.
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar,UnionMinisterPiyush
Goyal and National Security
Adviser Ajit Dovalwere among
thosewhoattendedthemeeting.
As India's efforts to rescue its

citizens gathered steam, it tran-
spiredthatHarjotSingh,astudent
fromDelhi'sChhatarpur,washit
with four bullets, including one
onhis chest, as he attempted to
fleeKyiv. The spokesperson said
hewasinhospitalandthegovern-
mentis intouchwithhisdoctors
andwillbearhismedicalcost.
Bagchi said India has evacu-

ated a Bangladeshi national as
part of itsmission to bring back
the stranded Indians.He said15
flights landed in India as part of
theevacuationmissionduringthe
last24hours,bringingbackmore
than3,000people, and16more
are scheduled over the next 24
hours.

German envoy
becausewearestronger.Wedon't
care aboutUN charter, bilateral
agreements.”
"If this sets a precedent, any

countrycouldbeunderthesame
threat andmost of the countries
intheworldhaveastrongneigh-
bourandtherearealotofborder
disputes around the globe and I
think, since decades, we have
agreedintheUnitedNationsand
in different regional fora that
peaceful solutions of disputes is
thethingtodo,”saidLindner,who
tookoverasGermany'senvoyto
India inApril 2019, said.Hewas
speakingat The IndianExpress’s
Idea Exchange (a detailed tran-
scriptwillbepublishedMarch7).
So far, Indiahas abstainedon

tworesolutionsonUkraineinthe
Security Council and one in the
193-memberGeneralAssembly.
OnFriday, Indiaalsoabstainedin
a vote in theUNHumanRights
Council thatdecidedtosetupan
independent international com-
mission of inquiry as a conse-
quence of Russia’s aggression
againstUkraine.
Significantly, Germany, in a

departure from its cautious ap-
proach on display even during
Moscow'sannexationofCrimea,
hassharplyreverseditsstand.
OnFebruary26,Germanyan-

nounced itwill supply arms to
Ukraine,withGermanchancellor
OlafScholzunderliningthat"the
Russian invasion of Ukraine
marksaturningpoint."
Explaining this shift, Lindner

said:“Ourexperiencewithabru-
tal Nazi dictatorship,misuse of
military,misuseofweapons,we
hadaveryreluctantapproachto-
wards armsexports becausewe
knowhowarmscanbemisused...
Wehavedecidedto increaseour
militarybudgetbyover2percent.
Itwasadecisiontakenwithcon-
sensus. We never exported
weapons,wealwayssaidno.But
wehavesaiditintheUNandelse-
where that democracy has its
priceandwearewillingtopayit,
whichmeans inflationmight go
up, pricesmight go up. But you
cannot get freedomanddemoc-
racy for nothing...Putin has
opened our eyes that to keep
peace, (there)mighthaveaprice
sowewill do that," Lindner said,
describingRussianaggressionas
"Putin'swar".

Varanasi
arrivewasPrakashGautam,21.A
BSc student at a college in
Babatpur, on the outskirts of
Varanasi district, Gautamtravels
22kmeveryday tohis coaching
classbecause “therearenogood
teachersinourcollege”.Yet,ashe
stoodwithhisbackpack,waiting
for the PM,Gautamdidn't com-
plain about unemployment or
jobs–twoofthehotbuttonissues
amongyouthsthiselection.
"Thingswill improvewhen

Indiabecomesatmanirbhar(self-
dependent).Weshouldhavepa-
tiencewhenitcomestoissuesof
nationalinterest.It’snottruethat
recruitmentshavenotbeendone
inthisgovernment;yes,maybea
littleslower.”
Soonafter,asModiarrived,the

crowds surged on either side of
the road. After garlanding the
SardarPatelstatue,theroadshow
began with Modi emerging
throughthesunroof andwaving
to the crowds as the vehicle
inchedforward.
Youths onmotorbikeswear-

ingsaffronhelmetsandsomeoth-
ersonskatingwheelsbroughtup
thefrontendofthecavalcade.The
crowdchanted“JaiShriRam”and
“HarHarMahadev” and show-
ered the PM and his cavalcade
with rose petals as the vehicle
inchedforward.
The road show covered the

three assembly segments of
Varanasi North, Varanasi South
andVaranasi Cantonment. The
BJPhadwonallthreeseatsin2017
andthepartyhasrepeatedthesit-
tingMLAs this timearound. But
none of the candidateswere in
anyofthevehiclesthatwerepart

of the cavalcade. VaranasiNorth
candidate Ravindra Jaiswalwas
seenwalking alongside the cav-
alcade.
Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanathwas not part of the
road showbut his photographs
were displayed prominently
alongwith photos of the bull-
dozertohighlighthisgovernment
crackdownonallegedcriminals.
The road show ended at

Godowliya near Kashi
VishwanathDhamtemple, over
3kmaway.
Modiwillwinduphis trip --

and the party's campaign – on
Saturdaywithapublicmeetingin
support of BJP candidates in the
ruralpartof thedistrict.
Later in the evening, SP's

AkhileshYadav too conducted a
roadshowinVaranasi,alittleafter
Modiwounduphiscampaignfor
theday.Yadav's‘SamajwadiRath'
started from the Rath Yatra
roundabout in Varanasi, before
proceeding to cover the three
Assembly seats -- Cantonment,
Varanasi North and Varanasi
South.
Yadavwas accompanied by

theOpposition alliance's candi-
dates fromthe threeconstituen-
cies–PoojaYadav,AshfaqAhmad
DablooandKishanDixit.
Congress leaders Rahul

Gandhi, accompaniedbyhis sis-
ter andAICCGeneral Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, ad-
dressedarallyforpartycandidate
AjayRaiinPindraAssemblycon-
stituencyofVaranasi.

Meghalaya
While Meghalaya Home

Minister LahkmenRymbui said
hewas"notinapositiontocom-
ment"onthedevelopment,calls
to ChiefMinister Sangmawent
unanswered.
However,speakingtolocalre-

porters outside theMeghalaya
Assembly on Friday, Sangma
termedthedevelopmenta"nor-
mal procedure." "The decision
wasmadequitealongtimeago.I
can'trememberthedate,"hesaid.
"Alotofstateshavetakenthis

decision, and it is alignedwith
that.Anybodywhocomesinhere
hastotakeconsentfromthestate.
That's all. It is a normal proce-
dure,"hesaid.
Mizoramwasthefirststateto

withdrawconsentin2015,when
itwasruledbytheCongresswith
LalThanhawlaasthechiefminis-
ter. In 2018, theMizo National
Front(MNF)underZoramthanga
came to power. Although the
MNFisanNDAally,consenttothe
CBIwasnotrestored.
The other states that have

withdrawn consent —
Maharashtra, Punjab, Rajasthan,
West Bengal, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Kerala — are all
ruled by the Opposition. They
havealleged that theCBIhasbe-
come theCentre's tool to target
Oppositionleaders.
Thewithdrawal of consent

meanstheCBIwillnotbeableto
investigate any case in the state
withoutthestate’snod.
InMeghalaya,which goes to

polls next year, the decision
comesinthebackdropofcorrup-
tionallegationsagainst theChief
Minister's brother, James P K
Sangma.Hehasbeenaccusedof
corruptionintheimplementation
of the 'SoubhagyaScheme' -- for
providingelectricityconnections
to all households -- with the
CongressdemandingaCBIprobe.
Earlier, theChiefMinister di-

vested James Sangma of the
Homeportfolio followingmore
allegations that he had allowed
syndicatestocarryoutillegalmin-
ingandtransportationofcoal.
InNovember2018, theWest

Bengal governmentwithdrew
general consent, hours after
Andhra Pradesh, then ruled by
TDP,didso.Afterthegovernment
wasreplacedbythatofYS Jagan
MohanReddyin2019,Andhrare-
stored consent. Chhattisgarh
withdrew consent in January
2019, followed by Punjab,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Kerala
andJharkhandin2020.

Nykaa CEO
rightchoices.However,youknow
companies likeus...wehavea lot

of data.Weare data-driven and
wehave a lot of data and some-
timesallthedatacannotbeputin
publicdomainbecausethereare
monthlydifferencesinthenum-
bers, there are reasons for those
differences, or, you know, in-
vestorsmaynotunderstandwhat
are the reasons for those differ-
ences,” Nayar said at the The
Indian Express e-Adda on
Thursday.
Shewasrespondingtoaques-

tiononsomenew-agetechcom-
panies deviating from theprac-
tice of conducting quarterly
analyst meetings and sharing
profitabilitymetrics after listing
onthebourses.
“There is information that

maybeverycompetitive.Idonot
justifywhat others are doing. I
thinkourowneffortisgoingtobe
more about sharing asmuch as
wecanshareinasafemannerso
that investorswhohave chosen
to investormaychooseto invest
canmake reasonable decisions
basedon that information,” she
said.
Nykaawent public last year

and its IPOwas oversubscribed
nearly82.5times,fetchingavalu-
ation of more than Rs 95,000
crore at its listing debut in
November.
Alongwith her son Anchit,

who looks after the beauty e-
commercebusiness,anddaugh-
terAdwaita,whoheadsthefash-
ionvertical,Nayarwasinteracting
atthee-AddawithAnantGoenka,
ExecutiveDirector,IndianExpress
Group, and Anil Sasi, National
Business Editor, The Indian
Express.
Whenaskedifpolicyandreg-

ulatoryinterventionwasrequired
fornew-age tech companies go-
ing public, Nayar said: “I can't
speak for them, I think SEBI is
quite vigilant or you know they
want to be quite on top of it at
leastwithwhatwesawwithour
owndocument.Theywerequite
thorough and Iwould have ex-
pectedthemtobesimilarlythor-
oughforothercompanies.”
Lastyear,inadditiontoNykaa

(FSNE-Commerce Ltd), several
tech start-ups, such as Zomato,
Paytm(One97Communications
Ltd),PolicyBazaar(PBFintechLtd)
andCartrade,hitthemarketwith
IPOs.Whilemostofthemsawan
overwhelmingresponsefromthe
publicmarkets, the share prices
of a number of themhavewit-
nessedsharpcorrectionsoverthe
pastthreemonths.
Responding to aquestionon

thevaluationsoftechcompanies
intheabsenceofprofitability,and
whethertherewasroomforcor-
rections, Adwaita said:
“Businesseshave to transition to
deliveringmeatyprofitabilityand
so I think, just being in the
trenchesoftryingtobuildNykaa,
wefoundthatitisactuallysodif-
ficult to build abusiness at scale
withreasonableprofitability.My
ownopinionissomeof thevalu-
ations for start-ups,where there
is clearlynobusinessmodel and
nopathtoprofitability,dorequire
acorrection.”
To a question on the beauty

and personal care consumer's
profile in India,Anchitsaid:“You
lookatallthedata,ittellsyouthat
Indiaisveryearlyinitsconsump-
tionjourney.Thepercapitaspend
onBPCin India isonly$14annu-
ally.Thatnumberiscloseto$300-
$400 in theWest and it's some-
where around $75 to $100 in
China.Soifyoulookatthedata,it
tellsyouthattodaywhereIndiais
intermsofitsconsumptionjour-
neyinBPCiswhereChinawasex-
actly15yearsagoin2006.
“Sothere’satotaldifferencein

terms of the purchasing power,
theawareness, theeducation for
a small town consumer in India
versusthatinLAintheUS.Ithink
that iswhat excites us somuch
thatwe've been able to build a
businessofourscalewhenwe're
so early on in our journey as a
country.Theopportunityismas-
sive and theaddressablemarket
isgrowingleapsandbounds.”

Shane Warne
the last trait youwouldattribute
tohisbowling;itwasallaboutthe
magic. Andyet, at theheart of it

allwasimmaculate,oftenpreter-
natural, control of cricket’smost
difficultart--awristspinnerwith
the control of a finger spinner.
Therewasacalmpurposeandthe
precision of a surgeon in every
step.Withinthatthree-striderun-
up, hewould read the batsman
like a psychoanalyst, his bright
blueeyespickinglittleclues.
And the smooth action that

followedwas but a ruse for the
impending doom he would
wreak.Ashebroke into the run-
up,anticipationwouldbrim.The
showmanthathealwayswas,he
wouldn'trushthedrama.Rather,
hewouldslowitdown.Hisshoul-
dersslightlyslouched,thecurled
tip of the tongue jutting out, a
smearof zinccreamonthetipof
his nose, hewould let those leg-
breaks ripwith an action seem-
inglybereftofanyvisiblestrainon
his body. As if thiswas anatural
sequenceofmotion forhim, like
walkingorrunningfortherest.
After such minimalism,

wouldkickinthesorcery.Theball
wouldleavehiswristsasifhehad,
like amagician,whispered life
into it. Probably, only Wasim
Akramcould cajole somuch life
fromapieceof dead leather. The
ballwhizzedandfizzedintheair
with amagnetic drift that lulled
thebatsman intomaking a final
mistake.
Halfofthebatsmenwouldbe

caught in thehypnotic trance of
theball’sflight.Therestwouldbe
bedevilled by the illusion after
pitching. Few turned theball as
precociously asWarne did. The
facesof someof themasterbats-
men who were reduced to
wreckstellthestorywhich,inthis
day and age, would have been
meme-troll gold. The shock on
MikeGatting’s face after theBall
of theCentury.Or theawe in the
eyes of Andrew Strauss, or
Shivnarine Chanderpaul, or
MichaelAtherton.
Warnewas theultimatema-

gicianofcricket’sultimatemagic.
And he had all the tools that a
merely goodbowler could only
dreamof--leg-break,googly,flip-
per, skidder, bouncer and even
somethathenamedhimself,like
thezooter,tospookthebatsmen,
mostlyEnglish.
Often, the teasewouldbegin

beforehehadbowledthefirstball.
Likeaboxer,hewouldlandverbal
punches to soften up batsmen,
makethemreact, asserthisone-
upmanship, and it mostly
worked.Beforeeveryseries,espe-
ciallyAshes,hewouldannounce
the launch of a new variation;
duringwarm-ups,hewouldtrain
in the farthest corner of the
ground,asthoughhewerework-
ingsecretlyonit.
Butfrequentlyforgotteninhis

bowlingvirtuosowasthathewas
aterrificfielderatslipsandafree-
wheeling batsman, too, with a
Test highest of 99.His incredibly
astute cricket brain, capable of
spotting technical andmental
weakness,promptedmanydown
undertoconsiderhimthegreat-
est captainAustralia never had.
Warnefinallyendedupthegreat-
estcaptainRajasthanRoyalsever
had, asheplotted their fairy-tale
triumphinIPL-1.
The blond hair, the beach-

bumpersonaandoff-fieldantics
embellished his halo. He was
caughtsmokingsecretlyafterhe
hadsignedananti-smokingcam-
paign; fined for providing infor-
mation to abookmaker in1994;
suspendedfor12monthsin2003
for taking a banneddiuretic. He
dated severalwomen, including
celebrities suchasLizHurley.He
trash-talked, infuriated and in-
censeddifferentpeopleatdiffer-
enttimes,buttheflawsdidnotdi-
minishhisaura,onlyburnishedit.
Warnewas52whenhedied,

but in the eyes of the cricketing
world, he would remain ever
youthful,everMrHollywood.He
didhisbit tokeepupthat image,
sweating in thegymtoget fitter
thaneverbefore,andundergoing
hair-transplants and cosmetic
surgeries. Somewhere deep in-
side,heseemedunwillingtopart
withhislong-partedyouth.Butin
theend, foronce,hehadto leave
in themiddle of an unfinished
spell,agloriousspellthatonlyhe

couldhavebowled.

Markaz case
hearingtheWaqfBoard’spetition
to ease restrictions at Markaz
Nizamuddin,wherepublicentry
wasbannedafterthatoutbreak.
Nair informed the bench of

JusticeManojKumarOhri -- the
casewas being heard until last
weekby JusticeMuktaGupta --
that on the occasion of Shab-e-
Barat last year, authorities had
permitted theofferingof namaz
by50peopleonthemosque’sfirst
floor.
“Ihavenodispute. I don’t say

that those people cannot con-
tinuethistimeatShab-e-Baratas
wellasduringtheholymonthof
Ramadan. If my learned friend
(lawyeronoppositeside)accepts
thatorder,Ihavenodisputeabout
thatbutifheisaskingforreopen-
ingof theentirepremises, then I
havesomesubmissionstomake,”
Nairsaid.
When the court asked the

counselwhetherhehadseenthe
latestDDMAorder,heresponded
that it “was subsequent”. Nair
submitted that authorities had
initiallyopposedthereopeningof
the site but later, considering its
religious nature, permitted five
people tooffer namaz five times
adayandonoccasionslikeShab-
e-Barat and the month of
Ramadan, permittedmorepeo-
ple“pursuanttotheirverification
bythelocalSHO”.
Submitting that the same

arrangement can bemade this
time,heargued:“Thereisnoper-
sonwhohascomeforwardplac-
ing documents as towho is the
rightful owner of this particular
property...to whomWaqf has
grantedlease”.
AdvocateWajeehShafiq,rep-

resenting theWaqf Board, sub-
mitted that the courtwas being
misledby theCentre.Heargued
thatwhen50peoplewere per-
mitted,therewerecertainDDMA
guidelines in place,which now
standwithdrawncompletely.
“They are only keeping it

locked.Admittedly,itisamosque.
It is a gazette-notifiedmosque.
We have the statutory right to
control,manage andadminister
theseproperties. They are inter-
meddlingwith our rights,” sub-
mittedShafiq.
Observing that theDDMA’s

Covidguidelineswould apply to
MarkazNizamuddinaswell, the
courthad inNovember2021or-
deredajointinspectionofthere-
ligioussite.Theinspectionreport,
whichisonrecord,statesthatthe
madrasa,mosque andhostel at
MarkazNizamuddinareseparate
fromeachother.
On February 22, the Waqf

Boardsoughtthereopeningofthe
mosque and told the court that
the month of Ramzan begins
aroundApril 2 and that Shab-e-
Barat isMarch. In response, the
Centre andDelhi Policehad told
thecourtthatkeyareasatthesite
were earmarked during the in-
spectionand that theonlyques-
tionwason thenumber of peo-
ple to be allowed inside to offer
prayers.
Justice Gupta had then

recorded inher order: “Learned
counsel appearing for Union of
Indiastatesthatasregardsopen-
ingoftheMasjidisconcerned,the
samewill have tobe in termsof
theordersof theDistrictDisaster
ManagementAuthority(DDMA)
andhewill file a status report in
thisregardbeforethenextdate.”
On Friday, JusticeOhri asked

theWaqfBoardtoplaceonrecord
thelatestDDMAorderandlisted
thematter for next hearing on
March11.
TheDelhiWaqf Board in the

petitionfiledinFebruary2021has
submitted thatMasjid Bangley
Wali,MadarsaKashif-ul-uloom,
and theattachedhostel situated
atBastiHazratNizamuddinhave
beenlockedsinceMarch2020.
TheCentreearlierhadtoldthe

court the premises have been
kept“underlockandkey”inview
of the fact that theMarkazman-
agementisitselfunderinvestiga-
tioninthecaseregisteredlastyear
bytheDelhiPoliceCrimeBranch.
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Chief Guest:

Satyendar Jain
Water Minister and Chairman, Delhi Jal Board

on Saturday, 5th March, 2022

Urban Development Department, Government of NCT of Delhi

3180 lakh litres capacity
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP)
at Coronation Pillar

Inauguration of

and

Laying of 71.51 kms Sewer line
in SangamVihar & Deoli Constituencies

Key Highlights:

Coronation Pillar-

• Commissioning of WWTP at a

cost of approx. Rs 515.08 crore

will treat the wastewater

generated from its command

area before out falling in the

river Yamuna.

• Approx. 23,00,000 people will be

benefitted.

SangamVihar & Deoli
Constituencies-

• Laying of 300 mm to 500 mm

Internal & Peripheral sewer line

in 20 colonies of Sangam Vihar

& Deoli Constituencies at a total

cost of approx. Rs. 42.36 crore.

• Approx. 90,000 people will be

benefitted.
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February 2022

For registration, log on to

Entrance Test forMBA / PGDM
in over 225 B-Schools / Universities

SCHEDULE
Test Dates
Registrations End

12 to 22 March

INTERNET BASED
TEST (IBT)

09 to 19 March

COMPUTER BASED
TEST (CBT) *
13March
07 March

*Subject to prevailing govt. COVID guidelines

ATAL BIHARIVAJPAYEE
INDIAN INSTITUTEOF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY&MANAGEMENTGWALIOR
(An Institute of National Importance established byMoE, GoI)

web : www.iiitm.ac.in

ABV-IIITM Gwalior invites applications for the post of JRF (on
temporary basis) in DEST-SERB funded project “Study of
Impact of Integration, Seasonality and Control on Ecological
and Epidemiological Models”. The details of the advertisement
can be seen on the institute website . The last
date for filling the application form is 22-03-2022.

Project Investigator

(www.iiitm.ac.in)

Advertisement for project position

ABV-IIITMG/R/2022/1250 Date-03-03-2022
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WILLBEGIN2-YEARB.EdPROGRAMMETHISYEAR

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

INAUGURATING THE Delhi
Teachers University at Outram
LaneinMukherjeeNagar,Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
Friday said the university had
beencreatedtoproduce“nation
builders” and to put teaching at
the same level as other more
sought-afterprofessions.
“Today isabigoccasion.This

is one of the major dreams of
ArvindKejriwal to establish the
world’sbestteachers’university
inDelhi.Todaymarksthebegin-
ning in realising that dream,”
saidSisodia,addingthattheuni-
versity has been started in a
record time.
“Preparing teachers is chal-

lenging. It is easier to build
engineers, doctors, managers
becausetheydealwithspeciali-
sations. But a teacher’s work is
360 degrees. That’s why it was
possible to setupan IIT in India,

IIMs and AIIMS, but when it
came to teachers’ universities,
thetruthiswecouldnotcreatea
teachers’traininginstitutewhich
isonparwiththeseinstitutions.
The good thing is the National
Education Policy gives a lot of
scope in this regard and it has
laid stress on preparing good
teachers,”hesaid.
Sisodia said the university

willbeginitstwo-yearB.Edpro-
grammes this year, and a four-
yearintegratedB.Edprogramme

insometime.
Emphasising the need to

blend school andhigher educa-
tion, Sisodia said, “This univer-
sity is not just toprepare school
teachers. Tomorrow, if higher
education institutions need to
train their teachers to under-
stand the psychology of stu-
dents, on how to teach them,
theycan learn ithere.”
“We will produce nation

builders from this university
whowill work 360 degrees on

children.Theywillnotonlyhelp
themtobecomegoodengineers,
doctorsbutwillalsomakethem
goodhumanbeings.Thisiswhat
theCMand Iexpect,”hesaid.
Sisodia also highlighted the

needforpracticalexperiencefor
trainee teachers. “One of the
mostimportantcomponentsI’ve
visualised is that those who
come here for teacher training
do not spendmore than 70% of
theirtimeintheclassroomsand
the campus. They will have to
spend 30% of their time in
schoolsandcolleges, interacting
withstudents,”hesaid.
The Deputy CM said trainee

teachers should be present in
classrooms where teaching is
goingon.“Weneedtoputteach-
ing at the same level and
pedestal onwhich a lot of other
professions are standing... We
need to create anentire ecosys-
tem for this; need scientific in-
tervention. For this, the univer-
sity should make a cell/wing
whichgoestoeveryschoolevery

year and orients students of
classes IX-XII onwhat itmeans
tobecomeateacher,”hesaid.
Sisodia further said themo-

tivation is not to create more
peoplewithB.Eddegreesbut to
havequality teachers.
Dhananjay Joshi, a graduate

of aDelhi government school in
Yamuna Vihar, will be the first
Vice-Chancelloroftheuniversity.
Speakingontheoccasion,he

said, “You (Sisodia) are always
correctwhenyousaythatteach-
erstell studentsaboutcareers in
IIT,MBBS,charteredaccountancy
but don’t talk about their own
professionorinspirethemtobe-
come teachers. Is it not an irony
that in the 21st Centurywe are
makingeverything,butnotgood,
skilledteachers?Wehavemade
this profession a last choice, the
last resort. This convention and
mythwill have to be broken. A
teacherwill have to bemade a
nation-builder again. They have
tobemadetofeelself-respectfor
their professionagain.”

New teachers’ univwill produce nation
builders, says Sisodia at inauguration

Sisodiasaid theuniversitywillbegina four-year integrated
B.Edprogrammeinsometime.AmitMehra

NewDelhi: Fourpersons, includ-
ingawoman,havebeenarrested
fromCentraldistrict’sPaharganj
forallegedlyrobbingabusiness-
man.Policeareconductingraids
tonabtheir fifthassociate, apo-
lice constable, whowas earlier
involved in a gangrape and at-
tempt tomurdercases.

DCP (central district) Shweta
Chauhan said the accused have
been identified as RakeshArora
(35),MursleenGaffar (35),Mhd
Guljar(30)andSushma(20).“On
February 27, the complainant
cametoDelhi. The incident took
place on February 28when he
cameoutfromhishotelandwas

held hostage by twomen. They
robbed himof Rs 5,000 and his
phone,andmanagedtoescapein
theircar,”Chauhansaid.
The absconding constable,

whowaspostedwiththesecond
battalionofDelhiArmedPolice,
was in uniformwhen the inci-
dent tookplace.ENS

Businessman robbed by 5, including cop

NewDelhi: The survival rate of
trees planted by the Forest
Department in Delhi is around
75% to80%, asper anaudit done
by the Forest Research Institute,
Dehradun,EnvironmentMinister
GopalRaisaidFriday.
In 2016-17, 24 lakh saplings

were planted, 19 lakh each in
2017-18and2018-19,and28lakh
saplingswereplantedin2019-20,
Raisaid. Inthenorthdivision,the
survival rate is 80.21%,while it is
78.5%inthewestdivision,75.68%
intheNajafgarhrange,and72%in
thesouthdivision.AtAsolaBhatti,
phase1reportedasurvivalrateof
76%,andphase2reported81.33%.
Other departments are also in-
volved in plantation, apart from
theforestdepartment.ENS

75-80% saplings
planted from
2016 to 2019
survived: Rai

New Delhi
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STIR GOES ON
Delhi’sanganwadiworkersandhelpershavebeenprotestesting foroveramonthnear theChiefMinister’s residence,
demandinganincrease inhonorariumandtoberecognisedasemployees.AmitMehra

Shahdara rape: Videos
recordedby accused
are nowkey evidence
MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

THEDELHIPolicehasprepareda
chargesheetintheShahdaragan-
grape-assaultcase,listingkeyev-
idence found during the probe.
This includes five video clips of
the attack recorded by the ac-
cused on their phones, the vic-
tim’shairfromtheautorickshaw
shewasabductedin,andatrim-
merandscissorsused to cut the
hair.Thereport isexpectedtobe
filedinKarkardoomacourtsoon.
On January 26, the young

womanwas abducted fromher
house, allegedly gangraped by
members of a family, and pa-
radedonthestreets.Theaccused
blamed her for the death of a
teenager from their family,who
allegedlycommittedsuicidelast
Novemberbecause she rejected
his advances. The victim’s sister
hadalsoallegedshewassexually

harassedandbeatenupbythem.
Speaking to The Indian

Express on Friday, her husband
said:“Mywifecamebackhome
around 20 days after the inci-
dent; we are now living under
policeprotection.Theyhitonher
headwith sticks; she still com-
plainsofheadaches.Shedoesn’t
talkmuch ormeet people now.
We received some threatening
messages(fromtheaccused)via
our relatives, but we have full
faithinthesystemandareawait-
ing justice.What theydid tomy
wifehasscarredus for life.”
Police had arrested 16 per-

sons and apprehended four ju-
veniles.
Policehad lodgedanFIRand

formed a 10-member SIT to
speedup theprobe. “During in-
vestigation, the SIT scanned the
phonesseizedfromtheaccused
andfoundthatfourof themhad
recorded a video, in which a
group of women can be seen
thrashing the victim while

paradingheronthestreet.Some
of their faces were visible in
these videos. The phoneswere
senttotheforensicsciencelabo-
ratory,” apolice sourcesaid.
Police had also recovered

strandsof thevictim’shair from
anautorickshaw,andatrimmer
and scissors from the accused’s
housealongwithherhair.
“Police have recorded state-

ments of around 15 people un-
der CrPC section 161, aswell as
that of the victim and her
younger sister under CrPC sec-
tion 164. In her statement, the
woman had corroborated her
initial statement and narrated
herordeal,”police sources said.
During investigation, theSIT

alsoattachedthecomplaintsand
callsmadebythevictimandher
familymembers against theac-
cused. In her complaint follow-
ing the assault, the victim had
said that she and her husband
shifted homes to hide from the
accused.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

DELHIMETROcommuterswho
currentlyhavetotakearickshaw
orwalktoreachtheAjmeriGate
side of the New Delhi railway
stationwillsoongetrelief asthe
much-awaited ‘skywalk’ be-
tween there andmetro station
near it will be inaugurated for
publicuseonSaturday.
“Thisdedicatedskywalkwill

be of great benefit to provide

seamless connectivity between
one of the busiest hubs of New
Delhi railwaystationandMetro
stationsofNewDelhionYellow
Line and Airport Express Line,”
saidaDMRCofficial.
The 242-metre skywalk,

constructedbytheDMRCincol-
laboration with the Northern
Railways,will alsohelp stream-
line traffic on the Ajmeri Gate
side.Ithasescalatorsandliftsfor
the differently abled and is also
equippedwithCCTVsandsmart
lightingsystems.

“The construction of this
uniqueskywalk,inahubwitness-
ingsignificanttraffic,wasamajor
engineering challenge, including
thedisruptionsposeddue to the
pandemic.Thestructurehadtobe
built above a functional under-
groundMetro station just three
metres belowwithmajor traffic

movement onBhavbhutiMarg.
Also, the bridge had to be con-
nectedtotwopre-existingbuild-
ingstructuresat the farends,en-
suringminimuminconvenience
topeople,infrastructureandother
buildingsnearby,”saidtheofficial.
The skywalk is an extension

of the already existing foot over
bridge inside the railway station
andwillconnecttheAjmeriGate
sidewith theNewDelhiMetro
station aswell as themultilevel
parking across BhavbhutiMarg
viamultipleentryandexitpoints.

Theskywalk isanextension
of thealreadyexisting foot
overbridge insidethe
railwaystation.Express

CONSTRUCTED BY DMRC

Skywalk between New Delhi Railway station, metro near it opens today

Girlattacked
outsideschool,
policefileFIR
New Delhi: Police have
lodgedanFIRagainstfour
persons for allegedly at-
tacking aClass X student
outside a school on
Monday. “We received a
complaint from the girl’s
father that she was as-
saulted outside the
school.Acaseunderrele-
vant sections was regis-
tered on Thursday,” DCP
(North)SagarSinghKalsi
said. During investiga-
tion,policefoundthatthe
girl had written some-
thing on social media
againstanothergirl. “The
second girl, along with
her brother and her
friends, later confronted
the victim, and also al-
legedly beat up the vic-
tim’speer,”aseniorpolice
officer said. Kalsi said le-
galactionhasbeentaken
against the four under
CrPCsection41(A).

Mancommits
suicide,his
ex-roommates
bookedfor
abetment
Gurgaon:PoliceThursday
booked two persons on
charges of abetment of
suicide,amonthafter21-
year-old employee of a
private firm in Gurgaon
allegedlykilledhimself.A
zero FIR had been regis-
teredathishometownin
Alwar earlier this week
and it was forwarded to
GurgaonPolicefor inves-
tigation. Police said the
victim’s family alleged
that his former room-
mates had been harass-
ing him for some time
and falsely accused him
of stealingaphone.

Gurgaon:Fire
breaksoutat
marriagelawn
Gurgaon:Afirebrokeout
at a marriage lawn in
Sector40near Jharsavil-
lage on Friday night. Fire
departmentofficialssaid
noonewasinjuredasthe
venuewas closed at the
time of the incident. A
part of the pandal in-
stalled on the premises
was gutted in the blaze.
ManojKadian, in-charge,
Sector 29 fire station,
said, “The fire was re-
ported to the fire control
roomat10.10pm,follow-
ing which four fire ten-
ders were pressed into
service. The blaze was
controlledinanhour.The
cause of the fire is yet to
beascertained.”

Civildefence
volunteerheld
forcarrobbery
NewDelhi:A29-year-old
civil defence volunteer
was arrested alongwith
his associate inacar rob-
bery case atVasantKunj.
“OnWednesday, we re-
ceived a tip-off and ar-
rested the two robbers.
The lootedWagonRwas
recoveredfromtheirpos-
session,” a senior police
officer said.ENS

BRIEFLY

HC creates 3 more
courts to expedite
trial of pending
UAPA cases in Delhi

Gas station
murders:
Raids on
in districts
bordering
Gurgaon

BJP sharpens attack
on AAP with ‘booze
referendum at over
1,000 locations’

Huge discounts on
liquor not in larger
public interest,
Delhi govt tells HC

Ankit Gujjar used phone inside Tihar to
make requests for money transfers: CBI

POLICETOFILECHARGESHEET INCOURT

Shiftsnon-NIAcases fromspecial courts
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THE CENTRAL Bureau of
Investigation in a report before
the Delhi High Court has said
that gangster Ankit Gujjar (29),
whowasallegedlymurderedin-
sideTiharJail inAugustlastyear,
was unathorisedly using amo-
bile number inside the jail to
contacthis familyandfriendsto
make requests for transfer of
paymentstovariouspersons,in-
cluding jail officials.
Themobilenumberwasused

in 10 handsets, according to the
CBI, between June and August
2021whileGujjarwasinjudicial
custody at Tihar. Oneperson re-
ceived Rs 3.50 lakh from three

differentmen “in themonths of
June-July 2021 for delivering to
jail staff on behalf of Ankit
Gujjar”.Thereportmentionsthe
name of two head warders of
CentralJail3towhomthemoney
wasallegedlydelivered.
Regarding the transfers of

Rs 1.44 lakhmade by Gujjar’s
brotherthroughPaytm,thecourt
was told that the money was
routedthroughdifferentpersons
andultimatelyallegedlyreached
eitherother inmatesor jail staff.

A counsel representing the
CBI before the bench of Justice
Manoj Kumar Ohri Friday told
thecourt thatsubstantial inves-
tigationhasalready takenplace
inthecaseandsoughtmoretime
to submit further status report.
The court will hear thematter
nextonMay5.
The court last year trans-

ferredthemurdercasetotheCBI
afterhearingthepetitionfiledby
Gujjar’s mother Geeta through
advocate Mehmood Pracha.
While transferring the case,
Justice Mukta Gupta in
September2021hadsaid that it
wasaveryseriousoffencewhich
requires an in-depth investiga-
tion to unearth the alleged ex-
tortiontakingplaceintheprison.
TheCBI in itsreportsaidthat

they have examined 113 wit-
nesses inthecaseandtheprobe
is focused on the murder of
Gujjar, negligence in providing
himmedical treatment, con-
nivanceof a jailofficial innotal-
lowing police to enter the jail,
non-functioning of CCTV cam-
eras, and also the demand of
moneyby jail officials.
Followingrecoveryofaphone

and other contraband from
Gujjar’scellinAugustlastyear,the
CBI said, hewas instructed tobe
shifted to anotherwardwhich
was allegedly resisted by him,
leading to a fightwithNarender
Meena, the then Deputy
Superintendent of the prison.
Gujjar and two other inmates
wereallegedlybeatenbyjailstaff,
andGujjardiedlater inhiscell.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

STATING THAT responsible
drinking and prohibiting illicit
tradeof liquor is itsprimaryob-
jective, the Delhi government
Friday told the High Court that
the huge discounts offered by a
few liquor storeswas leading to
“distortions in the market” as
people were being driven and
lured to purchase liquor from
themwhileotherlicenceeswere
running into losses. The huge
discountsarenotinlargerpublic
interest, said thegovernment.
Inawrittenreplytothepeti-

tion challenging its decision to
prohibit the issuance of dis-
countsorrebatesbyretail liquor
sellers,thegovernmentsubmit-
teddatarelatingtosalesmadein
December,JanuaryandFebruary
and informed the court that
there was “almost double in-
creaseinFebruary2022ascom-
paredtothethree-yearmonthly
averagesale”.
“Fortheyear2018-19,theav-

eragemonthlysalesinlakhlitres
was 136.7 (lakh litres). For the
year 2019-20, the average
monthly sale of liquor was

132.11(lakh)litres.However, for
themonthofFebruary2022,the
salewas245.08lakhlitres,”said
thegovernment.
In February 2018, a total of

132.22 lakh litres were sold; in
February 2019, the number
stoodat107.35 lakh litresbut in
February 2022 it rose to 245.08
lakh litres, as per government
data. It said the increased sales
can’tbeattributedtoonlyanin-
crease in consumptionand that
itcannotbeprivytosuchbehav-
iour“whichiscontrarytothere-
forms”broughtby it.
“The chances of bootlegging

cannot be ruled out as the con-
sumption pattern cannot in-
creasemanifold on account of
individual consumption as
overnight people cannot start
drinking double their usual ca-
pacity,” said thegovernment.
It further said that ethical

and social responsibility of the
governmenttowardsitscitizens
isas importantas securing rev-
enue earned from liquor trade.
The government in its report
also presented data regarding
stocks to show that there was
not an equitable distribution
from three major wholesalers
among retailers.

Gujjarwas
allegedly
murdered
insidethe
jail last
August

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

TO EXPEDITE the hearing of
pending UAPA cases in the na-
tional capital, the Delhi High
Court has decided towithdraw
all other cases from the desig-
nated National Investigation
Agency (NIA) courts and assign
them to three new Additional
Sessions Judge (ASJ) courts.
JusticeMukta Gupta, while

hearingapetitionfiledbyanac-
cused in a case probed by the
NIAlastDecember,hadstressed
theneedforexpeditiousdisposal
of pendingUAPA cases through
exclusive courts, and asked the
administrative side to file an af-
fidavitindicatingthestepstaken
tostreamline the trials.
Thecourt,ontheadministra-

tive side, lastmonth decided to
shift fiveCourtsofMetropolitan
Magistrate (Negotiable Instru-
mentsAct) inNewDelhidistrict
toRouseAvenueCourtComplex
because of non-availability of
courtrooms at Patiala House
Court. Post the shifting, three
newASJcourts—ASJ-05,ASJ-06
and ASJ-07— are being created
inNewDelhi.
ASJ-02 and ASJ-03will con-

tinue to deal with the NIA Act
cases, including those related to
UAPA. “All other cases pending
beforethesaidtwocourtsofASJ-
02 and ASJ-03 be immediately
withdrawn and assigned to the
newly created ASJ courts by the
Principal District and Sessions
Judge,NewDelhi,whileensuring
equitable distribution,” the ad-
ministrationsaid inanaffidavit.
Further, theHC has also de-

cidedthatthenewlycreatedASJ-
05courtwillbedesignatedtotry
sessionscasesinvestigatedbythe
Special Cell of Delhi Police. The
court of Principal and Sessions

Judge,NewDelhi,whichisalsothe
designated court for the trial of
NIAcases,hasbeenaskedtotrans-
fer “suchnumberof casesunder
theNIAAct pending inhis court
to the court of ASJ-03 soas to fa-
cilitatetheirexpeditiousdisposal”.
As per a report placedbefore

the court inDecember, 37 cases
arependingbeforeNIAcourts,141
people are in custody andmore
than3,855witnesses havebeen
citedbytheprosecutingagency.
Justice Gupta on December

17had said, “Offences being se-
rious andmany a times involv-
ing foreign nationals, bails are
not granted easily and thus it is
paramount that offences under
theUAPA,whether investigated
byNIAorbySpecialCell,aretried
byspecialdesignatedcourtsex-
peditiously who have no other
matters listed before it so that
the trials canbeexpedited.”
The undertrial’s petition

stated that there are only two
courts inDelhi notified asdesig-
nated ones for trials under the
NIA Act, resulting in delay in
proceedings. The petition, filed
through advocates Kartik
MurukutlaandAbuBakrSabbaq,
seeks a direction to ensure that
the special courts under Section
11of theNIAActdealexclusively
with cases being probed by the
centralagency.
The petitioner Manzer

Imamwas arrested in 2013 in a
case related to alleged Indian
Mujahideenoperatives,including
thegroup’sfounderYasinBhatkal.
The chargesheet was filed in
February2014,buttheyareyetto
be framed by the court, as per
Imam’spetition.Atotalof24per-
sonsareaccusedinthecase.
In some cases before NIA

courts,theaccusedhavebeenin
custodysince2013and inama-
jority of them, they were ar-
restedprior to2020.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GURGAON,MARCH4

FOURDAYSafterthreestaffersof
a CNG gas stationwere brutally
hackedtodeathintheirsleepby
unidentified assailants at the
pump located on a service lane
offNH-48inSector31,policeare
yet tocrackthecase.
Seniorpoliceofficersprivyto

the investigation said that at
least seven crimebranch teams
areworking tonab theaccused.
OnWednesday, Gurgaon Police
hadannouncedarewardofRs1
lakh for credible information
leading to their arrest.
Preet Pal Sangwan, ACP

Crime, said, “Several teams are
conductingraidstotracetheac-
cused persons.We are examin-
ingall anglesandaprobe ison.”
OnMondayaround2.40 am,

unidentified assailants had
stabbedtodeaththreestaffers—
manager,CNGoperatorandafill-
ing boy—of a gas station,while
they were asleep. Probe had
foundthattheattackwasperpe-
tratedwithin4minutesbetween
2.43amand2.47am.Theaccused
had cut off power supply to the
gas station rendering all CCTVs
non-operational.AnFIRwasreg-
istered under IPC sections 302
(murder)and34(commoninten-
tion)againstunknownpersons.
Police had earlier ruled out

loot as a motive for the crime
sincetheassailantsdidnotrobRs
10lakhkeptinasafeintheroom
wherethemurders tookplace.
A police officer, requesting

anonymity,said,“Teamsarecon-
ductingraidsindistrictsborder-
ing Gurgaon for possible leads.
The crime scene suggests that
personalenmitywasthemotive.
We are checking records of for-
mer employeeswhoworked at
thegasstation.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

WITHMCDelectionsaroundthe
corner,theBJP’sDelhiunitFriday
conducted a “referendum” at
1,120 places across the city to
“collect the opinion of about 10
lakhpeople”ontheDelhigovern-
ment’snewexcisepolicy.
About50,000partyworkers,

MLAs,districtmorchapresidents
andvice-presidentsparticipated
inthedrive,duringwhichboxes
wereplacedat residential areas
toseek“feedback”fromthepub-
lic.“TheAAPgovernmentprom-
isedtostartcolleges,schoolsand
provide employment to young-
sters but in reality, it is promot-
ingwrongpracticesandcreating
a threat to the health of young-
sters and women by bringing
this policy,” saidBJP state presi-
dentAdeshGupta.
RespondingtotheBJP’sfresh

attack, the AAP in a statement
said: “This is not any referen-
dum,it’sBJP’sfear.Withthenew
excise policy, the AAP govern-
menthasputanendtotheBJP’s
liquor mafia. It should collect
feedback on its leaderswho are
involved in the mafia and tell
people how they earned Rs

3,500 crore illegally through
liquormafia.”
The “referendum”was con-

ductedatseveralplacesbysenior
leaderssuchasDrHarshVardhan,
RameshBidhuri, Hans RajHans,
VijayGoelandVijenderGupta.
Theliberalisedpolicy,which

marks the exit of the govern-
ment from the liquor business,
andclearsthepathforreducing
drinking age from 25 to 21 and
allowinghomedeliveryofalco-
hol,hasgiventheBJPahandlea
monthaheadof thecivicpolls—
justwhenAAPhaditontheback
foot over allegations of corrup-
tion,mismanagementandneg-
ligenceby the corporations.
Four months since the pol-

icy’s implementation, AAP has
hadtomakeanamendment,es-
sentiallybanningliquorvendors
fromofferingdiscounts, landing
it in a court case. The govern-
mentdefended itsmovesaying
vendsweregettingcrowdedby
customers, leading to law and
order issues.
Before the newpolicy, Delhi

had around 850 liquor shops,
morethanhalfofwhichweregov-
ernmentrun.Afterthechange,the
totalnumberofvendsweretore-
mainthesamebutbereallocated
toensureevendistribution.

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 10,770 10,642
ICU BEDS 2,418 2,372

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
40,967

NOIDA
Mar3 Mar 4

Cases 31 N/A
Deaths 0 N/A
GURGAON
Cases 132 115
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 83
OXYGENSUPPORT 28
VENTILATORSUPPORT 12

DELHI: TOTAL
CASES
18,61,189

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Mar3 326 388 3 42,542
Mar4 302 420 4 47,738
Total 1,466* 18,33,589 26,134 3,65,53,454
*Total active cases inDelhi
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VOICESFROMANAZAMGARHCOLLEGE

ASADREHMAN
AZAMGARH,MARCH4

MINUTES BEFORE their 3 pm
class, a groupof girlswalkup to
asmall roomonthefirst floorof
theMirzaStudyCentrenear the
Shibli intersectioninAzamgarh.
All of themare second-yearBSc
students of the 19th Century
Shibli National College — and
first-time voters in the
Azamgarh Assembly con-
stituency,whichvotesinthelast
phaseof theUttarPradeshelec-
tionsonMarch7.
The conversation veers

roundtotheelectionsbeforeset-
tling on ‘education’ and ‘devel-
opment’ — the two issues on
whichmostof thestudentshave
anopinion.
“If the youth are educated,

they can ensure a bright future
for the country. Development
will happen only if education is
affordable for all,” says Arisha
Jamali.19,whowantstobecome
ateacher.
HerfriendSanubiImtiaz,who

hopes to become a doctor, adds
thegovernmentshouldfocuson
healthcare. “All of us sawwhat
happened during Covid. Our
healthcaresectorwascompletely
exposed;itfailedtosavethelives
of commonpeople,”shesays.
Sanubisaysit’simportantfor

the country to have women in
politics.“TheSPhasdonealotfor
students but I disagree with
Akhilesh Yadav’s caste politics.
In the future, if a better alterna-
tiveemergeswithaparty ledby
awoman, Iwillchangemypref-
erence.BetweentheAIMIMand
BJP,Akhileshseemstobeagood
middlegroundforthestate.Heis
neitherstaunchlyMuslim,noris

he Hindutvawadi like the BJP. If
he comes to power, hewill en-
suredevelopmentforall. Justbe-
cause I amMuslim, I can’t just
think of development only for
Muslims. Development should
reach everyone irrespective of
casteandreligion,” shesays.
It’s on this count, they say,

that the BJP government has
fallenshort.“Thepartyisactively
workingtoendsecularisminthe
country. They only talk about
Muslims.TheCMsays‘March10
kebaaddekhlenge’.Thenhetalks
about 80 vs 20. He is saying all
thisbecausehecan’twinanelec-
tion without targeting the
Muslimcommunity,”saysSadaf
Siddiqui.
In the 2017 polls, the SP had

won five out of 10 seats in
Azamgarh, theBSP four and the
BJP one seat. In 2012, SP won
nineseatsandtheBSPwonone.
This time the SP has fielded

Durga Prasad Yadav, the eight-
timeMLAfromAzamgarhSadar,
theconstituencyofwhichShibli
Collegeisapart.TheBSP’sSushil
KumarSinghandtheCongress’s

Praveen Kumar Singh are both
first-timers. The BJP has fielded
AkhileshMishra, the runner-up
in2017wholosttoDurgaPrasad
Yadavby26,262votes.
Asked about the Congress’s

decision to reserve 40 per cent
tickets for women, Aliza Raees,
whowants to joinpolitics, says,
“I really like Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra.ButtheCongresswaslate
to arrive on the scene. How
manytimeshasPriyankavisited
Azamgarhbeforetheelections?”
As the conversation shifts to

the hijab row, Arisha says, “The
hijab is our personal choice and
anessential part of our religion.
How canwe take it off because
someone else has a problem?
Will Yogiji stopwearing saffron
clothesorwillModijistopwear-
inghis tika ifweobjectto it?We
won’t and he shouldn’t. That is
his choiceandthis isours.”
Aliza says the BJP will not

stopatthehijab.“Theywillkeep
finding new subjects to keep
people busy and to shift the at-
tention from development, in-
flationandunemployment.”

SHYAMLALYADAV
LUCKNOW,RAEBARELI,
AYODHYA,MARCH4

DEVOTEESLININGupfordarshan
of Ramlalla, andmonkeys look-
ingforashareoftheofferings,are
not the only ubiquitous sight
aroundtheRamJanmaboomiat
Ayodhya. So are students. Along
theroadleadingtothesiteofthe
under-constructionRamtemple
arenearlyadozencoachingcen-
tres — the earthly portals to a
more-accessiblesalvation,agov-
ernment job.
Even the BJP realises this. In

February 2021, the Yogi
Adityanathgovernment started
themuch-publicisedAbhyuday
Coaching programme for gov-

ernmentjobaspirants.Theparty
haspromisedinitsSankalpPatra
(manifesto)thistimethatunder
theAbhyudayYojna, itsgovern-
mentwouldprovidefreecoach-
ing for UPSC, UPPSC, NDA, CDS,
JEE,NCERT, TET, CLATandother
competitive examinations.
AcrossUP,coachingcentresalso
preparestudentsforB.Edaswell
as government jobs of Group-C
andGroup-D like revenue lekh-
pal,policeconstables,lowerrank
recruitment for theArmy.
OnFebruary25,2022,theUP

government’s Directorate of
Social Welfare held a review
meetingof thescheme,whereit
wasnotedthat“AbhyudayYojna
was supposed to start in every
district, but so far it has started
inalldistrictsofMoradabaddivi-

sionandalldivisionalheadquar-
ters”. Officials were directed at
thismeetingtostartthescheme
ineverydistrict,sourcestoldThe
IndianExpress.
At ‘Ayodhya Academy’,

Pushpendra Shukla is holding
coaching for around adozen as-
pirants on “one-day examina-
tions” (recruitment involving a
singletestunlikeCivilServices,for
example). “The fact is there is so
much competition thatwithout
proper coaching, it is almost im-
possibletoclearanexamination,”
Shuklasays.
RameshYadav, theownerof

another coaching centre on the
same road, Reewansh Classes,
says:“Mostofthestudentscome
to us from nearby districts and
from very low strata of society.

They have only their dreams
withthem.Theyevenbringaata,
dal, chawal fromhome and just
spend a few thousand on room
rentandcoaching fees.”
The big coaching centres

basedlargelyincitiesandfocus-
ing on Civil Services charge
nearlyRs1 lakhtoRs1.80 lakha
studentperyear.Thesmallones
are happy with Rs 1,000 a
month, forcoaching in“oneday
examinations”.ForTET,B.Eden-
tranceandotherexams,theyof-
fer packages of a fewmonths.
Most of the teachers are either
thosewho are unsuccessful af-
ter several tries in such exami-
nations or are regular teachers,
hired fromnearby institutions.
Vijay Singh of Dhyeya IAS

Academy,which has its centres

in cities such as Lucknow,
Prayagraj and Gorakhpur, says:
“We are doing a jobwhich our
universitiesandcollegesshould
do. If theydidtheir jobproperly,
no coachingwould be needed.
Universities are giving just de-
grees, we are giving what stu-
dentsneedtogeta job.”
Chand Ahmad, who runs

Shree Gurudev Institute in Rae
Bareli,says:“Mostofourstudents
are aspirants for TET (Teacher
Eligibility Test) and Super-TET.”
They includeVartikaSingh,who
says that for women like her,
“Teachingisthesafest job.”
Institutesalsooffercoachingin

‘PersonalityTest’ forCivilServices
examination,likeVijayPandey’sat
Prayagraj. He says following the
Covid lockdownand job losses,

thereisaleapindemandforgov-
ernmentemployment.
AnkushSingh, 19, enrolledat

anAyodhya centre for coaching
forStaffSelectionCommissionex-
ams,sayshedroppedoutofgrad-
uationtopreparefortheentrance.
Oneamongfoursiblings,Ankush
belongstoDhanauliinGondadis-
trict, 42 km away. His stay in
AyodhyacostsRs4,000amonth,
asteeppriceforhisfarmerfather,
withnooneinthefamilyinajob.
"It is easy to say start a ven-

ture,”Ankushsays,inareference
to the government’s push for
self-employment. “You need
time andmoney to get or start
anything. Idon’thavemoney...A
naukri is the only hope forme. I
have come here after I gave up
hope forArmyrecruitment.”

Near Ram temple, even part of manifesto: coaching centres for naukri

Atacoachingcentre inAyodhya. ShyamlalYadav

S E A R C HJ O B S

UP IN THE AIR
SP supportersholdupacycle, thepartysymbol,duringarallyaddressedbyAkhileshYadav inVaranasionFriday.Reuters

AtMirzaStudyCentrenearShibliCollege.AsadRehman

Need women in
politics, progress
without bias, say
first-time voters

Hills vs valley: In Manipur, new bridges across old divides
TORAAGARWALA
&JIMMYLEIVON
UKHRUL,MARCH4

INMAY 2017, just twomonths
after he became chief minister,
N Biren Singh inaugurated the
five-day-long‘ShiruiLilyFestival’
inManipur’sUkhruldistrict.On
the face of it, the festival was
dedicated to conserving a rare,
endangered flower. But in the
TangkhulNagahillsofUkhrul, it
meantmuchmore.
“Forthefirsttime,therewere

somanyMeiteis fromthevalley
here in Ukhrul,” says R Kasar, a
student leader.
Relationship between the

Imphalvalley,theseatofgovern-
mentinthestate,andManipur’s
tribal hill areashas alwaysbeen
strained.Thehills lagonvarious
development parameters, and
blame it on years of neglect by
thestate.

During the Okram Ibobi
Singh-ledCongressgovernment
of 15 years, this gap seemed to
widen. Besides the Inner Line
Permit demand raised by
Meiteis and the government’s
bid to bring three contentious
“anti-tribal”Billsin2015,thecre-
ation of seven new districts in
thehillareashadcausedtension,
including in the Kuki-Paitei-
dominatedChurachandpurhills.
Ibobi’sfirmstanceontheter-

ritorialintegrityofManipurcame
into conflict with the Naga de-
mandof ahomeland.Soantago-
nisticwas this relationship that,
aheadofthe2017elections,Ibobi
wasnotallowedtoenterUkhrul.
One of the first announce-

ments by theBiren government
was upgradation of the village-
levelShiruiFestivaltoanextrava-
gant one, sponsored by the
Departmentof Tourism.OnMay
12,daysbeforethefestival,theCM
tweeted:“Iamgoing,areyou?”

Thesignificancewasnot lost
on anyone, as Biren, a Meitei,
donned Tangkhul Naga head-
gearforthefestivalinauguration,
and spoke of the importance of
communitarianbondsandequal
development.
Over the next year, Biren

made it a point to hold Cabinet
meetings inhilldistricts. InMay
2018, his hill-valley reconcilia-

tion project was dubbed ‘Go To
Hills’, with the agenda being to
“reach out to citizens at their
doorstep”.
“It gaveushope,” saysKasar.
Aheadofthesecondphaseof

the Manipur election – which
covers amajority of the hill dis-
tricts, including Ukhrul,
Senapati, Chandel – it is this
hope that Biren and the BJP are
bankingon.
But the campaign’s impact

onthegroundremainsambigu-
ous. At Ukhrul’s Pettigrew
College, the only government
college in the district, a teacher
derides ‘Go ToHills’ as an “eye-
wash”. “Ours is the second-old-
est government college in
Manipur(setuparound50years
ago). But it is in a shambles...
There is shortage of everything,
classrooms,water,” shesays.
EvenKasarfeelsthatthegov-

ernment campaign turned out
to be “nothingmore than offi-

cials handing out forms for old
agepension,Aadhaaretc”.
The Congress’s sittingMLA

andcandidatefromUkhrulcon-
stituency, Alfred K Arthur, says
the BJP government had not
done anything “specifically” for
thehills. “Whatever theydidfor
the valley, they gave something
out of that to the hills,” he says.
“There is no real development,
norpowerwith thehills.”
For long, thehills have com-

plainedabout the lackof execu-
tive powers with the
Autonomous District Councils
(ADCs). In August 2021, the hill
areas committee – represented
by18legislatorsfromthehilldis-
tricts,acrosspartylines–sought
repeal of the Manipur (Hill
Areas)DistrictCouncilAct,1971,
and introductionof theADCBill
to “provide more autonomy”.
The Biren government never
tabled theBill.
InremoteKamjongdistrict’s

Phungyarconstituency,border-
ing Myanmar, a social worker
describes theBJP initiative as "a
start, but not enough”. “Yes,
therehasbeen improvement in
roads, but that’s more because
ourlocalMLA,LeishiyoKeishing,
(from the Naga People’s Front)
hasbeenactive,”hesays.
However,hefeels,theBJPhas

agoodchance.
The other factor in the BJP’s

favour,hesays,isitsalliancewith
theNPF.“Thelastfiveyearshave
been peaceful, no bandhs and
blockades, because the NPF,
whichispopularwiththeNagas,
did the troubleshooting in the
hills,”hesays.
Birenconcedesthereisalong

way to go “development-wise”
inthehills.But,hetoldTheIndian
Express, the BJP government
tried, “stepbystep”.Changecan
only come gradually, he said,
adding: “Look howbandhs and
blockadeshavestopped...”

JIMMYLEIVON
IMPHAL,MARCH4

SENIOR CONGRESS leader and
AICC observer for Manipur
JairamRameshhas accused the
BJP government in the state of
influencing voters by releasing
funds to Kuki militant groups
under the Suspension of
Operation (SoO)agreement.
Ramesh said Rs 15.70 crore

was releasedonFebruary1and
anotherRs92.65 lakhonMarch
1."Thisisacompleteviolationof
themodel code of conduct and
nothingmore than bribery and
corruption,”hesaid,addingthat
this meant elections in
Churachandpur and
Kangpokpi districts in
the first phase held on
February 28 were not
“free and fair”, as the
Kuki groups had an-
nounced support for
the BJP, and that pay-
ments to SoO groupswould in-
fluenceelections inTengnoupal
andChandeldistricts in thesec-
ondphaseonMarch5.
The Chief Electoral Officer,

Manipur,saidithadfoundnovio-
lation. It said the Home
Department and Finance
Department had clarified that
Rs 15.70 crorewas released as
stipendforSoOgroups,aspartof
aprogrammesince2008,andthat
Rs92.6lakhwaspaidasfinancial
benefittosurrenderedmilitants.

The pact
There are nearly 30 Kuki in-

surgent groups inManipur and
25groupsareunderanSoOpact

withtheCentreandstategovern-
ment.Seventeenofthemarepart
of the umbrella Kuki National
Organisation(KNO),andeightof
theUnitedPeople’sFront (UPF).
The SoO pactwas signed on

August22,2008,withtheaimof
initiatingpoliticaldialogue.Talks
are ongoing, with A BMathur,
former special secretary of
R&AW,theinterlocutor.TheKuki
outfits whichwere initially de-
manding a separate Kuki state
have settled for a ‘territorial
council’.

Terms of SoO
While the period of SoO

agreement is one year, it is ex-
tendable. Under the pact, secu-

rity forces and under-
ground groupswill not
launchanyoperations.
Thesignatoriesofthe

UPF and KNO are re-
quired to abide by the
Constitutionandtheter-
ritorial integrity of

Manipur.Theyareprohibitedfrom
committing“atrocities,extortion”,
andconfinedtocamps identified
bythegovernment.Theirarmsare
deposited in safe keeping,with
weapons given to themonly to
guardcampsandprotect leaders.
Aspartoftherehabilitationpack-
age,thecadreslivinginthedesig-
natedcampsaregivenamonthly
stipendofRs5,000.

Political stand
TheKNOandUPFhaveboth

announcedsupport forBJPcan-
didates, citing the announce-
ment by Union HomeMinister
AmitShahtoendtheKukiinsur-
gencyproblemifvotedtopower.

Changecanonlycome
gradually:BirenSingh

MANIPUR2ndPHASE

Thoubal
(Cong’sOkram
IbobiSinghvs
BJP’sLeitanthem
Basanta)

Heirok
(BJP’sTh
Radheshyam
vsCong’sM
Okrendro)

Nungba
(Cong’s
Gaikhangamvs
BJP’sDinganglung
Gangmei)
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PROMINENTBATTLES

PROMINENT
CANDIDATES
OkramIbobiSingh
(Cong)Thoubal

YAntashKhan (BJP)Lilong

SSOlish (BJP)Chandel

ThRadheshyam (BJP)
Heirok

AlfredKangamArthur
(INC)Ukhrul
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8.47 lakh
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■MSCP ■TMC ■ Independent
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Number
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PHASE2

Funds at centre
of Cong’s bribery
charge against BJP

New Delhi



1. M/s Quality Industries (Partnership Firm/ Borrower) Represented by its Partners, located at D/20,21,22
E-6,7 Industrial Area, Fatua, Patna, Bihar. 2. Mr Raju Kumar (Partner/Guarantor) S/o Sri Shyam Babu Singh,
Dhandhanchak, Phulwarisharif, Patna, Bihar. Pin- 801505. 3. Mrs Pummy Singh (Partner/Guarantor) W/o
Sri Raju Kumar, Dhandhanchak, Phulwarisharif, Patna, Bihar. Pin- 801505.
This is as per the direction of Wilful Defaulter Screening Committee (WDSC) issued vide its order/decision
dated 04.12.2021 and in terms of the findings of the said Screening Committee wherein the committee
observes as under: That, the first of you is the Borrower Firm in which second to Third of you are the Parters
has availed credit facility from our Bank under Sole Banking arrangement. The aforesaid borrower firm i.e.
M/s. Quality Industries was sanctioned credit facility of CC- Rs.1.20 Crore and Rs.0.65 Crore on 12.02.2014
on the terms and conditions as stipulated in the sanction letter & in the documents executed by all of you.

Date of NPA – – 01.05.2017 Dues as on 31.01.2022 – Rs.2.85 Cr.
Cause of Action:– Capacity to pay – 2.1.3(a), Diversion of fund – 2.1.3(b) and Siphoning of fund -2.1.3(C) of
RBI Master Circular on Wilful Defaulter dated 01.07.2015. Basis of Wilful Default: 1. Diversion/siphoning
of fund: As per the stock statement dated 28.03.2017 duly signed by Partner, the total value of stocks was
Rs.1.99 Cr. As per unit branch visit report dated 08.08.2019, it was found that the unit was locked and not
running for quite a long time, the value of stocks is NIL. The credit turnover in the account in FY 2017-18
does not commensurate with stock value of Rs.1.99 Cr, this indicates that entire sale proceeds were not
routed through the bank account. Moreover, Branch vide letter dated 17.09.2019 has sought explanation
from the borrower in this regard, but the borrower has not replied. Thus, it is a fit case for diversion/siphoning
of fund. 2. Capacity to pay but unwilling to pay: Borrowers/Guarantors/Directors is having a combined
net worth of Rs. 7.84 Cr. as on 14.01.2014 and have means to pay but they have not paid the Bank’s dues.
In view of the above detailed Capacity to pay in terms of clause 2.1.3(a) and Diversion of funds in terms of
clause 2.1.3(b) and Siphoning of funds in terms of clause 2.1.3 (c) of the RBI Master Circular No. RBI/ 2015-
16/100 DBR.No.CID.BC.22/20.16.003/ 2015-16 date 01.07.2015, each of you are required by the WDSC to
show cause as to why each of you should not be a declared a willful defaulter for the reported capacity to pay
/ diversion / siphoning of funds / reasons specified hereinabove. Please ensure that your reply should reach
us on or before 21.03.2022 failing which the committee would be constrained to proceed further in the matter
based on the evidence on record treating as if you have no reason/explanation to offer in rebuttal.

Branch Manager
For Wilful Defaulter Screening Committee (WDSC)

Date : 04.03.2022
Place : Patna

Stressed Asset Management Branch:Patna
Khajpura, Jagdeopath, Bailey Road, Patna-800014

SHOW CAUSE NOTICE

COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH (CSIR)
Anusandhan Bhawan, 2, Rafi Marg, New Delhi-110001

Advt. No. 02/2022
CSIR invites applications/nominations for the position of
DIRECTOR of CSIR-CSIR-Central Building Research Institute
(CSIR-CBRI), Roorkee, in Level 15 of pay-matrix (Rs. 1,82,200-
2,24,100) plus allowances as applicable in CSIR.
For eligibility criteria and other conditions, please see the detailed/
complete advertisement No. 02/2022 on CSIR website
www.csir.res.in. Applications/nominations may be sent alongwith
complete bio-data and list of publications/patents etc. through email on
email ID drc@csir.res.in or by post to Director Recruitment Cell, Council
of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR), Anusandhan Bhawan, 2, Rafi
Marg, New Delhi-110001 on or before 31.03.2022.

davp 36202/12/0032/2122
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COMMON THREAD
DURINGPARLIAMENTsessions,theystandoutfortheirblazing
oratoryagainsttherulingdispensation.OnFriday,itcametolight
thatdue to their apparent similar looks, peopleoften confuse
theiridentities.“Evenwefailtounderstandwhypeoplefinditso
confusing,”AAPRajyaSabhaMPSanjaySinghsharedonTwitter,
taggingRJDMPManojJha.SinghsaidSPMPJayaBachchancalls
himManoj,whointurngetscalledasSanjaybyher.Deepfriend-
shipshouldbesuchthatpeoplefailtodistinguishbetweenthem,
Singhadded,respondingtoasocialmediapost.

WORD PLAY
ASUPREMECourtbenchheadedbyChief Justiceof IndiaNV
Ramana on Friday told a lawyerwhohad filed a PIL over the
Ukrainesituationthatithadcometotheirnoticethathekeeps
filing such petitions and thatmany of themwere dismissed
earlierwithcost.Readingoutfromhispetition, theCJIsaid,“It
is unfortunate that he has not even corrected the SLP
Paperbook.”Healsopointedoutthatintheprayerportionofthe
plea,thelawyersaysissuedirectiontotheCentretotakeimme-
diate diplomatic steps for the “escalation of the stranded....”.
Pausing, the CJIwonderedwhether “escalation”was the ap-
propriateterm.JusticeHimaKohlisaid,“It’s thewrongword”.
Puttingupabraveface,thelawyersaid,“EscalationwordIused
fromescalatorwhichmeans amoving ladder. So itmeans to
liftthemupfromthatcountry.”AttorneyGeneralKKVenugopal
thenintervenedtosay,“Actuallyevacuation.”

WOMEN POWER
FOLLOWINGTHEaccoladesthattheirwomenbikersreceived
duringtherecentRepublicDayparade,theBSFissending36of
itswomenbikers on an over 5,000-km-long tour across the
country.The20-daytourbeginningonMarch8, International
Women's Day,will kickstart fromDelhi to eventually reach
Chennai via Rajasthan, Gujarat, Hyderabad, Bengaluru and
Kanyakumari.BSFDGPankajSinghonFridaysaidtheideabe-
hind the tourwas to inspirewomen across the country to
achievegreaterheights.Healsosaidthatthewomenwereof-
feredateamofmentoaccompanythem,buttheyrefused.

KCR govt does away with Governor’s address to House
SREENIVASJANYALA&
ABHISHEKANGAD
HYDERABAD,RANCHI,MARCH4

ASTELANGANAChiefMinisterK
Chandrashekar Rao on Friday
reachedouttotheJMMaspartof
his efforts to formananti-BJP al-
liance, his government has de-
cided to do away with the
Governor’saddresstothejointsit-
tingof legislature for theBudget
Session,whichstartsonMarch7.
Whileitisthetraditionforthe

BudgetSessiontobeginwiththe
Governor’s address, the govern-
mentdecidedtoskipitsayingthat
the previousMonsoon Session
wasnot prorogued so therewas
noneedforGovernor’saddress.
“TheMonsoon Sessionwas

held from September 24 to
October 8 and it was not pro-
rogued.TheHousewasadjourned
sinedineandtheGovernordidnot

issuetheproroguenotificationso
the House will continue from
there,”LegislativeAffairsMinister
VPrashantReddysaid.
TargetingRao, stateBJP chief

BandiSanjayKumarsaiditwasin-
sult to theGovernor, andthat the
Chief Minister, who talked of
rewriting the Constitution, has
started doing so. Governor
TamilisaiSoundararajan’sofficeis

yettocommentonthematter.
Thedevelopmentcomeseven

asRaoonFridaywrappeduphis
visit to Delhi and Jharkhand,
wherehe continuedwithhis ef-
forts to forge analliancewith re-
gionalpowers.
After camping for threedays

in Delhi, where he met Rajya
SabhaMPSubramanian Swamy
and farmer leaderRakeshTikait,

RaoonFridayvisitedJharkhandto
meet Chief Minister Hemant
Soren and Jharkhand Mukti
MorchapatriarchShibuSoren.
Addressing a pressmeet in

Ranchi,RaosaidShibuSorenwas
the first guest invited for the
launchof theprotest to demand
separatestatehoodforTelangana
in2001.HerecalledthatSorenhad
come and given courage to the
people.Raosaidthatduringtheir
meetingonFridayhetookSoren's
blessings.“...Andwespokeonpol-
itics too and I informedhimthat
thereisatalkgoingonintheentire
countrywithdifferentleaders.”
“Iwanttosaythat75yearsaf-

ter Independence, development
in the country is not up to the
mark.Weremainedbackward in
manyparametersascomparedto
theworld. Chinahas developed
andothercountriestoo.Andtoday,
too, thegovernment isnotdoing
itsworkproperly. Ithastobecor-

rected,wespokeonthis,”hesaid.
Raosaidheistalkingwithvar-

ious leaders and theywillmeet
anddecidetheagenda.
Raohadearlierreachedoutto

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray and Tamil
NaducounterpartMKStalin.He
is expected tomeetWestBengal
ChiefMinisterMamataBanerjee
soon.HeisalsointouchwithJD(S)
leaderHDDeveGowdaandRJD
leaderLaluPrasad.
Sources in theTRSsaidRao is

seekingopinionofregionalparty
leadersonformationofthealter-
native front. The leadershavere-
questedhimtowaittillpollresults
of the five states are announced
beforeholdingfurthertalks.
Rao alsomet families of two

soldiers – Kundan Kumar and
GaneshHansda–whowerekilled
intheGalwanValleyclashinMay
2020. He gave cheques of Rs 10
lakhtoeachfamily.

VARINDERBHATIA
CHANDIGARH,MARCH4

THE HARYANA government
Friday introduced a Bill in the
Assembly to prevent religious
conversion“throughforce,undue
influenceorallurement”,trigger-
ingvociferousoppositionfromthe
Congress,whichsaid itwasabid
todividecommunities.
Speaker Gian Chand Gupta

suspended Congress MLA
RaghuvirSinghKadianforthere-
mainingsittingsoftheBudgetses-

sion for tearing a copyof theBill.
Othermembers of theCongress
stagedawalkoutagainstKadian's
suspension.
According to the Haryana

Prevention of Unlawful
ConversionofReligionBill, 2022,
theonusofprooflieswiththeac-
cused.Ifconversionisdonebyal-
lurement,useofforce,fraudulent
meansorcoercion,thenthereisa
provision for imprisonment of
oneto fiveyearsanda fineof not
lessthanRs1lakh.
SimilarBills intherecentpast

havebeenpassedintheBJP-ruled

states, including Himachal
PradeshandUttarPradesh.
Introducing the Bill, Home

Minister Anil Vij targeted the
Congress over the country's par-
titiononthebasisof religionand
the1984anti-Sikhriots,sparking
protests by theOppositionwith
Kadianallegingthatitreflectsthe
intentionof"divisivepolicies"and
demandedthat itbesent toase-
lect committee. Other Congress
MLAs, includingBBBatra, Geeta
Bhukkal,tootermedtheBillanat-
temptby theBJP government to
“createadivide”betweenHindus

andMuslims.
CMManohar Lal Khattar in-

tervened saying there was no
mentionofanyreligionintheBill.
HesaidtheBilldoesnotdiscrim-
inate against any religion and
deals onlywith forcible conver-
sions. Pointing to theOpposition
legislators,theCMadded:“Allthe
people sitting on these benches
cangettheirreligionconvertedto
whicheveronetheywantto.”
Khattar'sremarkwasstrongly

opposedby theCongressmem-
bers.He later tookbackhisstate-
ment.

KadiantorethecopyoftheBill,
promptingtheSpeakertoadmon-
ishtheCongresslegislatorforvio-
latingthedecorumanddignityof
theHouse.GuptaaskedKadianto
either tender an apology or face
action. Refusing, Kadian justified
hisactandsaidthathehadbarely
tornoff the “pieceof paper”. The
Speaker, however, objected to
Kadian's assertions and con-
tended: “OnceaBill hasbeen in-
troduced on the floor of the
House,itbecomesaconstitution-
allylegaldocument”.
Despiterepeatedwarningsby

the Speaker, Kadian refused to
apologise.While the Speaker at-
tempted to restore order of the
House, Congress legislators con-
tinuedtheirprotests,termingthe
Bill“unconstitutional”.
With the proceedings de-

scending into more chaos,
Speaker Gupta called in the
MarshalstoremoveKadianfrom
theHouse.TheMLAwaseventu-
allysuspendedfortheremaining
sittingsof theBudgetSession.
Khattar later told reporters

thatKadian violatedthedecorum
anddignityof theHouse.

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,MARCH4

TAKINGPART in a roadshow in
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi’s
constituencyVaranasi onFriday,
CongressleaderRahulGandhisaid
thePM“protectshis lies”andnot
the“Hindudharam”asheclaims.
He also mocked at the Prime
Minister,sayingthathe(PM)could
not“standinGangaproperly”even
thoughhe“claimedtohavefought
acrocodileasachild”.
Rahul attempted to strike a

chordwiththevotersbyinvoking
hisfamily’slinkwithUttarPradesh
and its people. “Humbhi UP ke
hain,hamarapariwarbhiAllahabad
ka hai…Modiji kehte hain hum
videshihain (WearealsofromUP,
outfamily isalsofromAllahabad.
PMModisaysweareforeigners),”
Rahulsaidwhilecampaigningfor
Congress candidate Ajay Rai in
PindraAssemblyconstituency.
HewasaccompaniedbyAICC

general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra. Both leaders also
paid obeisance at the Kashi
Vishwanathtemple.
“Priyanka said that votes are

cast in thenameof religion...you
tell me what is Hindu

dharma...truthitis,”hesaid.
“Modiji comes, tells lies and

thenclaimswhathedoes topro-
tecttheHindureligion,butthefact
isthatheonlyprotectshislies.He
doesnotprotectthepoor,farmers
orlabours,butonlyhisliestosave
hischair,”Rahulsaid.Healsolisted
out thepromises andannounce-
mentsmadebythePrimeMinister

thatnevermaterialised.
He also targeted the

SamajwadiPartywithwhich the
Congresswas in alliance in the
2017polls,alleging“goondagardi
inpolicestations”duringitsrulein
the state. Rahul termed the
Bahujan Samaj Party as the “B
team”of theBJP, adding that the
partyis“finished”.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
VARANASI, JAUNPUR,MARCH4

SAMAJWADI PARTY (SP) chief
Akhilesh Yadav on Friday took
part in a road show inVaranasi
whilehisfatherandpartypatron
MulayamSinghYadavaddressed
a rally in Jaunpur, ahead of the
March7polling.
Akhilesh’s road show took

placea littleafterPrimeMinister
NarendraModiconcludedhispoll
event. He coveredCantonment,
Varanasi North and Varanasi
South Assembly segments, ac-
companied by the party candi-
datesPoojaYadav,AshfaqAhmad
DablooandKishanDixit, respec-
tively. The road showthat began
at8pmculminatedatGadauliya,
partysourcessaid.
TheSPhad lost all eight seats

inVaranasi in the2017Assembly
elections.
In Jaunpur,Mulayamsaidhis

partyhas alwaysworked for the
poor,theyouthandtheneglected
sectionsofsociety.

ESHAROY
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

THECENTREhasproposedatleast
one tree for every80squareme-
tresof landatsitesmeantforres-
idential and commercial con-
structionprojects, ensuring that
at least10%of theplotarea isun-
dertreecover.
The draft notification of the

Building Construction Environ-
mentManagementRegulations-
2022was issuedby theMinistry
of Environment, Forests and
ClimateChangeonFebruary28,
andhasnowinvited suggestions
andobjectionsover thenext two
months, before the final regula-
tionsareissued.
Thenotification further says

thatthetopsoilshouldbestripped
onlyup to amaximumdepthof
20cmfromtheareasproposedfor
buildings,roads,pavedareas,and
external services. It should be
stockpiledappropriatelyindesig-
natedareasandreappliedduring
the plantation of the proposed
vegetationonthesite.
TheEnvironmentMinistryhad

constitutedanExpertCommittee
in January2021 to examine and
recommendregulationsforbuild-

ingsandtownshipprojects.
Thedraftnotificationsaysthat

foreffectiveenvironmentprotec-
tionandmanagement “it is con-
siderednecessary toput inplace
standardised,outcome-basedand
quantifiableenvironmentalregu-
lations so as to bring in trans-
parencyinapproachandencour-
ageeaseofdoingbusiness”.
Theministryhasalsosaidthat

itisnecessarytoexpandthemon-
itoringmechanismthroughthird
partyaudits.
Theministryhaspointedout

that the regulations “donot sub-
stituteapprovals/consent/permis-
sionsetc.,requiredtobeobtained
underanyotherAct/rule/regula-
tion/bye-laws/notificationetc”.

Thenotification adds that in
caseofanyinconsistencywithany
otherregulations,bylaws,etc.,the
provisionsthataremorestringent
willapply.Apartfromthemanda-
torygreencover,theministryhas
made certain other regulations,
withoutwhichtheprojectpropo-
nent will not be able to obtain
completion certificates or hand
overoccupancytoresidents.
No construction will be al-

lowedonwetlandandwaterbod-
ies, and rainwater harvesting or
groundwater recharge systems
will need to be ensured. No
groundwatershallbeusedduring
constructionphaseof theproject
without the approval of the
CentralGroundWaterAuthority.

Projectswillnowalsoneedtoput
inplacedualplumbingsystems—
one for fresh water (drinking,
cookingandbathing)andanother
fortreatedwaterforflushing,land-
scape,fire-fighting,etc.
For projects above 20,000

squaremetres, the project pro-
ponentwill also need to ensure
onsitesolidwastemanagement
facilities.

ASG Aman Lekhi
quits, may return
to private practice

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

ADDITIONALSOLICITORGeneral
AmanLekhi,who represents the
centralgovernmentinseveralkey
casesinvolvinglawandorder,re-
signedfromhispostonFriday.
“I am tenderingmy resigna-

tion from thepost of Additional
Solicitor General of India at the
SupremeCourtwith immediate
effect,”Lekhiwroteinashort let-
ter addressed toUnionMinister
forLawandJusticeKirenRijiju.
Lekhi, a senior advocate des-

ignatedbytheDelhiHighCourtin
2005, is likelytoreturntohispri-
vate practice. He was first ap-
pointed Additional Solicitor
General inMarch 2018 andwas
reappointedinJuly2020.Hewas
expected to hold office till June
nextyearoruntil furtherorders.
Lekhi appeared for the CBI

and Delhi Police as ASG for the
pastfewyears.Hewasrepresent-
inginvestigatingagenciesinsev-
eral significant cases, including
the2020Delhiriotscaseandthe
challengeagainstUAPAsanction
toprosecuteofficerSachinWaze,
who is accused in the Antilia
bombscarecase.

Oppositiontermsproposedlaw‘divisive’,CongressMLAsuspendedfortearingBill’scopyduringHousesession

HaryanaBill tabled to stop ‘forcible’ conversion

PM’s ‘Hindu dharam ki raksha’
remark a lie: Rahul in Varanasi

RahulandPriyankaofferprayersata temple inVaranasi.PTI

THENEWenvironment
regulations forbuildings
will beapplicableonnew
constructionswitha
built-upareaof 5,000
sqmormore.Theywill
alsoapply for renovation
or repair. Thedraftnotifi-
cationof the regulations
mandatesat least10%of
theplotareaunder tree
coverandmakes rainwa-
terharvestingorground-
water rechargesystems,
andwastewater treat-
mentplants compulsory.

Renovation
alsocovered
underdraftE●EX

PL
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D

Govt notification proposes 10% tree
cover at construction sites, seeks views

Thetopsoil shouldbestrippedonlyuptodepthof20cm. File

TelanganaChiefMinisterKChandrashekarRaowith JMM
supremoShibuSoreninRanchionFriday.

ThegatheringatAkhilesh’s roadshowinVaranasi.AnandSingh

Akhilesh holds roadshow in
temple town after PM event

New Delhi
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ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

SPENDING DAYS in crowded
bunkers with little or no food,
walkingforkilometresinsub-zero
temperaturesastheystruggledto
catch trains out of Kharkiv,wait-
ing forhoursat theborders—for
Indian studentswhoreturned to
Delhi from thewar-ravaged city
of Kharkiv in easternUkraineon
Friday,travellingacrossthecoun-
trytowesternUkraine,andcross-
ing the borders into Poland and
Hungary, was a journey they
foundtobenearimpossible.
PriyankaGoyal,afourth-year

student at the Kharkiv National
MedicalUniversity, said she left

the city, with a few others, on
March1,adaybefore the Indian
Embassy advised all Indian na-
tionalsinKharkivtoleaveimme-
diately.“Weleftonourown,and
knewthatwehadtotakecareof
ourselves. After a 24-hour train
journey, we reached Lviv,” she
said. Lviv is in thewestern part
of thecountry.
“Thetemperaturewas-5de-

greesCelsius,andwehadtowait
at Lviv for a bus for about 5-6
hours. Itwascrowdedandbuses
were difficult to find,” said
Priyanka,who finallymade it to
theborderwithHungary.
"The embassy issued an ad-

visory.Iunderstanditmusthave
been difficult for them too, but
expecting us to travel from the

east to thewest... It was nearly
impossible to leave," said
Priyanka, who is from Kaithal,
Haryana,andarrivedonanevac-
uation flight fromBudapest.
ShubhMadan, a third-year

student in Kharkiv,who is from
Moga, Punjab, arrived from
Rzeszow in Poland on Friday
morning.Shubhsaidshestayedat
ametro station for twodays, be-
forethecitywasattacked.“When
the citywas attacked, themetro
stationwasclosedandwehadto
movetoabunker.Thebunkersare
crowdedandsuffocating.Weleft
on Tuesday morning, walking
around7kmtoreachtherailway
station,sincecabswereeitherdif-
ficult to findor expensive.When
wewereattherailwaystation,we

heardthebombardmentoutside.
Wewere scared thatwewould
dieatthestation,”shesaid.
She said the group of 40 -50

studentsshetravelledwithtooka
train to Lviv fromKharkiv. "We
somehowarrangedabusonour
ownfromLvivtotheborderwith
Poland.Wereachedtheborderat
1 pm, but our turn to cross over
cameonly at around7pm. They
werelettingonly30to40people
passatatime,andtheygaveprior-
itytopeoplewithUkrainianpass-
ports.When our turn came,we
waitedanotherfourhoursforthe
immigrationprocess,"shesaid.
Both Priyanka and Shubh

said their problems eased after
crossing the border. "Wewere
taken to a hotel about 125 km

fromtheborder.Mattressesand
foodweremade available, and
registrationsweredoneforevac-
uation flights," Shubhsaid.
Anirudh, a second-year stu-

dent at the Kharkiv National
Medical University, also arrived
from Poland. "We spent a few
days in a bunker, andwent two
dayswithoutfood.Ourfriendsare
stillinKharkiv...Thetrainjourney
from Kharkiv to Lviv, which
would normally take 11 hours,
took24hours.Trainswereallrun-
ning slowly,with their lights off.
There was no help in the war
zone.However, oncewecrossed
the Poland border, wewere re-
ceived verywell," said Anirudh,
whois fromSaharanpur.
For Govind, a fifth-year stu-

dent in Odessa, in the southern
partof thecountry, crossing the
border intoHungarywas a gru-
eling process that took days. "I
took the train from Odessa on
February 26, and reached the
border,butwasnotabletocross.
I spent three to four days at the
border, on the street with my
luggage,"he said. Thoughacur-
few had been imposed in
Odessa, thesituationwasnotas
badas it is inKharkiv,hesaid.
AccordingtoaPTIreport,the

Civil AviationMinistry said in a
statement that 14 civilian and
three IAF flights brought back
3,772 Indians on Friday. "One
more civilian flight is expected
toarrivelaterintheday(Friday),"
it said.

‘Was nearly impossible to leave...we were scared we would die’

IndianswhoreturnedfromUkraineat theHindonIAFAirbase inGhaziabadonFriday.PremNathPandey

Stuck in Sumy, hope fading fast: ‘We had to
boil ice to get water — even for drinking’

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

WITH THOUSANDS of medical
studentsreturningtoIndiafrom
war-tornUkraine, there isacer-
tainlevelofuncertaintyoverthe
completion of their course.
Currently,theCentrehasnoplan
tomake special relaxations so
that the students can complete
theirMBBSdegreewithoutpro-
longing the course’s duration,
The IndianExpresshas learnt.
Well-placed government

sources said going by the statu-
tory regulations applicable on
medical students graduating
from foreign varsities, there is a
buffer of around two years to
completethecourse.“Hence,the
studentsreturningfromUkraine
have little to worry about as of
now,” sourcescitedabovesaid.
Indiaiscurrentlycarryingout

OperationGangatobringbackits
citizens,mainlymedicalstudents,
strandedinUkraine.TheMinistry
of External Affairs on Thursday
said that the number of people
whohaveleftUkrainesinceadvi-
soriesforevacuationwereissued
stoodatnearly18,000.
The National Medical

Commission (NMC) does not
recognise or approvemedical

courses completed through on-
linemode.Accordingtoitsstatu-
tory regulations, a medical
course froma foreignuniversity
has to be completedwithin 10
yearsfromthedateofenrolment.
Also,theregulationsdon'tal-

lowsuch students'migration to
amedical college in India for in-
ternships or examination. The
regulationsclearlystatethatthe
“MBBS course, training, and in-
ternship throughout the course
should be done from the same
foreignmedical institution”.
For the medical graduates,

the regulationsmandate com-
pletion of a supervised 12-
month internship in India.
Sources said at this juncture,

there is no proposal to make
changes to any of the rules for
medicalstudentsreturningfrom
Ukrainebecausetheyhavesuffi-
cienttimetocompletethecourse.
“TheMBBScourseinUkraine

takes five-and-half years. A stu-
dent has to complete a 12-
monthinternshipinUkraineand
a similar one in India. So, a stu-
dentnormallycompletesthede-
greein7.5years.Hence,thefinal

yearstudentsstillhavebufferof
twoyears,” sources said.
Significantly,alargenumber

of internationalstudents,includ-
ingthosefromIndia,couldn'tre-
turn to China to continue their
MBBS degree due to the Covid-
19 restrictions imposed there.
Chinese authorities had con-
veyedearlierthatthecoursewill
be completed online. However,
onFebruary8,theNMCobjected
tothis, reiteratingthattheregu-
lator does not recognise or ap-
prove onlinemode formedical
education.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BENGALURU,NEWDELHI,MAR4

KARNATAKA BJPMLA Aravind
Belladhaskickedupacontroversy
withhisremarksonbringingback
the body of the Indian student
killed inUkraine, saying a body
“takesmore space”which could
instead be utilised to airlift
stranded people. Bellad’s com-
mentsdrewasharpreactionfrom
Congress,whichsaidcrueltyand
insensitivityarenowBJP’sDNA.
Naveen Shekarappa

Gyanagouda, 22, a native of
Chalageri in Karnataka’s Haveri
district,was killed in shelling in
Kharkiv on March 1 after he
stepped out of a bunker to buy
groceries. The body is lying in a
morgueinKharkiv.Naveen’spar-
entshaverequestedtheCentreto
getthebodybackforthefinalrites.
Underlining that the Centre

and theKarnataka government
aremaking every effort to bring
Naveen’s body from Kharkiv,
Bellad, MLA from Hubballi
DharwadWest, said the place
where the body is kept is awar
zoneanditisdifficulttotransport
it to Indiaunder current circum-
stances.“Itisawarzone.You(the
media)areallshowingtheground

situation.... The body will be
brought once the flight services
becomeoperational,”Belladsaid
onThursday.“Inasituationwhen
bringingthelivingpeopleisprov-
ing to bedifficult, itwill be even
more difficult to bring the body
becauseitoccupiesmorespace.In
placeof it, 10 to12peoplecanbe
brought.”
“Drunkwitharrogance,power

has gone into theheadof heart-
lessBJPleaders,particularlyfrom
Karnataka. (Union minister)
Prahlad Joshi calls children in
Ukraine as those ‘who failed
NEET’. ArvindBelladhas lost his
balance. Insensitivityandcruelty
are now BJP's DNA,” Congress
chief spokesperson Randeep
Surjewalatweeted.
Rahul Gandhi accused the

government of “cruelty and fail-
ure” in getting back Indian stu-
dents. He also shared a video
showing how Indians stuck in
Ukrainewerebeingharassedand
were collecting snowforusing it
to drinkwater. “Insteadof ques-
tioning Indian students, why
doesn't theModi government
question itself? The students
trapped in the crisis have shown
thetruthofgovernment’scruelty
and failure,” Rahul said while
sharingthevideo.

StudentsevacuatedfromUkrainewiththeir relativesatGandhinagar,Friday.NirmalHarindran

BJP MLA says ‘body
takes more space’;
Cong slams ‘cruelty’

JAYPRAKASHSNAIDU
MUMBAI,MARCH4

“WEHAVEgivenuponallhopeof
beingrescued.At times, I feel the
Indian government is giving us
falsehopes—theIndianEmbassy
tellsustheywillrescueusbuthas
not givenus a time-frame. I feel
hopeless....Afteryesterday’sblast,
watersupplygotdiscontinuedin
differentpartsofSumy,including
our collegehostel.Weboiled ice
togetwater—evenfordrinking,”
Mayuri Aher, a student stranded
inSumy,innortheastUkraine,said
Fridaynight.
Aher told The Indian Express

that the embassy has stopped
taking their calls: “Thehealthof
some studentswith underlying
conditions isgettingaffected.”
More than 800medical stu-

dentsofSumyuniversity,mean-
while,madeadesperate appeal
to the government and Prime
MinisterNarendraModi,plead-
ing to be rescued from thewar-
hit region — or, they said, they
will be “killed”.
In the video, one student,

Mehtab, said: “There are about
800students indifferenthostels

in the college. Therewas a huge
blastyesterdaynightafterwhich
water supply got discontinued.
Wehavebeenhungryandthirsty
sincelastnight.Nofood...nowater
is left to drink.We cannot self-
evacuateandneedthe interven-
tion of the Indian government.
Therearepeopleroamingoutside
with firearms; there couldbean

airattackorfiringifwetrytoleave
onourown.”
In sub-zero temperature,

Mehtabsaidinthevideo,“wecan-
not leave from thewesternbor-
der, as we will have to pass
throughKyivorKharkiv,whichare
underattack.Wehaveheardnews
of people being attackedwhile
trying to escape fromKyiv and
Kharkiv;wehaveheardbusesare
arrangedforusattheRussianbor-
der,which isnearby,butwecan-
notreachthere.Weneedthegov-
ernmenttoescortus.”
Another video showed stu-

dents accumulating ice in bags
andcollectingdropsof icywater
fallingoff trees fordrinking.
Back inMumbai, a group of

studentswhoescapedfromKyiv
andKharkivonMarch1andtook
a flight fromHungary, said they
saw rockets flying over their

headsandexplosionsfromtheir
apartment windows. They ap-
pealedtothegovernmenttores-
cue thousands of hundreds still
stuck ineasternUkraine.
RaminderPalSingh,23,from

Chandigarh,afifth-yearmedical
student in Kyiv, said the Indian
governmentdidnothelpintheir
evacuation in Kyiv. “Help came
only after we reached the bor-
der,” Singh said. “Many are still
stuck in Kyiv; I request the gov-
ernment to rescue them. I was
lucky that I am able to speak
Russian,whichhelpedmecom-
municatewithUkrainians.”
Afterwaiting12hoursatKyiv

railwaystation,Singhsaid,anof-
ficial therehelpedhis groupget
ontoatrainoutofKyivonMarch
1.Initially,hesaid,theywerenot
allowedtoboardthetrain,aslo-
cal residentsgotpreference.

AgrabfromavideobystudentsstrandedinSumy.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

APPRECIATING THE govern-
ment’s efforts in evacuating
Indians from Ukraine, the
SupremeCourt on Friday said it
is at the same time “concerned
about the anxiety” of students
there and asked the Centre to
consider setting up an “online
helpline” to help parents and
familiesof thosestranded.
Hearing petitions seeking

evacuationof students from the
warzone,ChiefJusticeofIndiaNV
Ramana referred to theongoing
rescue efforts and said, “We are
notsayinganythingabouttheef-
fortswhichyouaretaking.Weap-
preciate that... But at the same
time.wearealsoconcernedabout
theanxietyof thechildren...”
Conveying his disillusion-

ment over thedevelopments in
Ukraine, theCJI said, “It’s unfor-
tunate we haven’t learnt from

past situations of wars, etc.We
don’t havemuchsay in this. But
theanxiety isabout students.”
The bench, also comprising

Justices A S Bopanna andHima
Kohli, toldAttorneyGeneralKK
Venugopal,whorepresentedthe
government, that“youcankeep
anonlinehelplineorsomething
sotheparentsandfamiliesmust
knowwhere theyare, andwhat
isthepositionandall”.Thecourt
pointed out that “some state
governments are doing at state
bhawans.Theyaretryingtocon-
tact children and trying to
get...back (thosestranded)”.
Leavingittothegovernment

totakeacall,thebenchsaid,“You
work out something...wewon’t
passanyorders.Wewillkeepthe
matter”.
Assuring the court that the

suggestionwill be looked into,
Venugopal said that “the gov-
ernmentof Indiaisasconcerned
as your Lordships” about the
students.

On Thursday, the court had
referredapleabyamedical stu-
dent — Fathima Ahana from
Bengaluru,whosaidsheandsev-
eral others were stuck on the
Ukraine side of the borderwith
Romania,astheywerenotbeing
allowed to cross over into
Romania—totheA-Gandasked
himtoseewhetherhecanusehis
goodoffices torenderanyhelp.
OnFriday,Venugopaltoldthe

bench: “The concernwas com-
municated to Shri P K Mishra
(Prime Minister’s Principal
Secretary). He communicated
thattoShriScindia(CivilAviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia),
thepersoninchargeinRomania,
and the telephone number of
Fatima Ahana was also
given...She is now in Romania. I
expect that sheand thepersons
accompanying her — the other
college students — will come
back by tonight.” The bench
thankedhimfortakingpersonal
interest in thematter.

SC pat for govt evacuation efforts,
but ‘concerned about those stuck’

Medical students home, but their
future still clouded by uncertainty

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

A30-YEAR-OLD Indianpursuing
alanguagecourseatanuniversity
in Kyiv suffered bullet injuries
while trying to flee thewar-torn
Ukrainiancapitalinacab,hisfam-
ilymemberssaidonFriday.
Harjot Singh sustainedbullet

injuriesinhislegandchestandis
recuperatingatKyivCityHospital,
they said, andpleadedwith the
Indian authorities to help him
evacuatefromUkraine.
“He is really scared and the

constant shelling in the city has
made things worse. He fears a
strikeat thehospitalwillkillhim.
IpleadwithRussiaandUkraineto
pleasestopthiswar.Helpthestu-
dents leave the
country,”
Harjot’s father
KesarSingh,66,
told The Indian
Express.
He said the

family, which
lives in south
Delhi’sChattar-
pur area, has
been in touch
with Harjot
daily through
videocalls.
Accordingtothefamily,Harjot,

a first-year student at
International European
University, was fired upon on
February27.Hehadbookedacab
to Lviv forUS $1,000 alongwith
threeotherforeignstudentsafter
localauthoritiesallegedlydidnot
allowhimtoboard a train out of
Kyiv,hisfamilymemberssaid.
They shared a textmessage

Harjot sent fromhospital: “Iwas
goingtoLvivcitybycarinUkraine.
Butinthemiddleoftheway,Iwas
attackedandIwasshotat.Theam-
bulancebroughtmetothehospi-
tal.NowIaminKyivcity.About20
minutesawayfromtheIndianem-
bassy.Iwantyou(to)help.”
In a video interview tonews

agencyANI, Harjot said the cab
crossed two checkpoints on the
waybut at the third checkpoint
theywere stoppedandasked to
returnthenextday.“Wereturned
fromthereasthelocalauthorities
citedsecurityreasons.AsIreached

Kyivcity,abulletwhizzedpastthe
carwindow.Weall...duckedinside
thecar.Three-fourpeoplewerefir-
ing at us continuously from the
front andother people from the
roof of a building. TheyhadAK-
47s,”Harjotsaid.
Hesaidafterthefiringstopped,

heopenedthecardoorandlayon
thegroundbefore fallinguncon-
scious. “Twobulletshitme inmy
left knee. Another bullet ripped
throughmyrightleg.Anotherbul-
let entered my chest from the
shoulderarea,”he said.Whenhe
regainedconsciousness inhospi-
tal, he said, “Thedoctors toldme
that Iwas lyingonthestreet for3
or4hours.Ihadlostalotofblood.”
HarjotpleadedwiththeIndian

embassy to help evacuate him.
“Thisisanewlife.Iwanttogoback

to India and
spendthisnew
life with my
family.Itriedto
contact the
embassy but
they have al-
ready moved
on from there
to Lviv. I have
not got any
support till
now. The au-
thorities keep
tellingmethey

willdosomething.Tryinganddo-
ingaretwoseparatethings...”
His family told The Indian

Express there was no word on
Harjot for fourdays after hewas
shotat. “For fourdays,we looked
intoHarjot’ssocialmediaaccounts
and foundout all his friends.We
madecontactwitheachofthem..
Thenwestayedgluedtothenews
fordayswaitingforawordonhim.
Wewere told thatno Indian stu-
denthasbeen leftbehind inKyiv,
butmybrotherandseveralother
studentsarestuckinthecity,”said
hiselderbrotherPrabhjotSingh.
Harjotfinallymanagedtocon-

tact his family after his doctor
helpedwiththephonecall.
“Mysonshouldnothavebeen

caughtinthissituation.Wefeelso
helpless,”saidParkashKaur,58,of
her youngest of three children.
“Thegovernmentisaskingthestu-
dentstofindtheirwaytothebor-
der areas.Howwill they leave a
warzone?”

HarjotSingh’s father,KesarSingh(centre), athishomein
NewDelhionFriday.AbhinavSaha

Indian trying
to flee Kyiv
in cab injured
in shooting
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DAVP 34106/12/0020/2122

Consequent to the Pre-Bid meeting dated
25.01.2022, the RFP no. 22201/Prod/Animation/2122
dated 14.01.2022 for engagement of agency for
production of Animated Video Series for celebration
of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav has been amended.
The amended RFP No. 22201/Prod/Animation/2122
dated 04.03.2022 is available on BOC’s website
www.davp.nic.in and can be accessed online at the
link : http://davp.nic.in/writereaddata/announce/
Adv1450432022.pdf
The last date for submission of bids is 16.03.2022.

da
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22

Scan the QR code
for detailed document.

AMENDMENTTOTHE RFP FOR
PRODUCTIONOF ANIMATEDVIDEO SERIES FOR
CELEBRATIONOF AZADI KA AMRITMAHOTSAV

GOVERNMENTOF INDIA
MINISTRYOF INFORMATION&BROADCASTING
BUREAUOFOUTREACH&COMMUNICATION

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Total Covid-19VaccinationWorld's largest free
vaccination campaign 178.29 (as on 04.03.2022)

crore

Soochna Bhawan, C.G.O. Complex,
Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110003

sd/-
AssistantDirector,

Campaign Wing Div 1, BOC
New Delhi

No.A-42/18/2020-ESTT-DBT
Government of India

Ministry of Science and Technology
Department of Biotechnology

Block-2, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003
March 2022

VACANCY CIRCULAR
The Department of Biotechnology requires the services of Professionals
for filling up two (02) positions of Consultant (Scientific), two (02)
positions of Consultant (Secretariat) and one (01) position of Young
Professional on contract basis. Detailed advertisements mentioning
eligibility criteria, age, etc. may be seen on the website of Department
of Biotechnology (http://dbtindia.gov.in). The applications are to be
received online only, on the link provided on the website of the
Department. The last date of submission of applications will be 30 days
from the date of publication of this vacancy circular.

Sd/-
(Deepak Sharma)

davp 36301/11/0014/2122 Under Secretary to the Govt. of India

New Delhi
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COST OF WAR
Frominflationtogrowth,navigatingtheeconomicenvironment

inshadowofRussianinvasionisataskcutout

THEMACROECONOMIC ENVIRONMENThas changed considerably from the
timeFinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharamanpresentedtheUnionbudget,and
theRBIreleaseditsinflationforecastfortheupcomingfiscalyear.OnThursday,
crudeoilpriceshoveredaround$120abarrelforthefirsttimeinyears.While

priceshavemoderatedmildlythereafter, fortheIndianeconomywhichimportsaround
80per centof its requirements, higher crudeoil priceswill haveadverse consequences.
Higherpriceswill impactgrowth,willbeinflationary,andwillexertupwardpressureon
thecurrentaccountandfiscaldeficit.Consideringthatcrudeoilpricesarecurrentlysig-
nificantlyhigherthanthosefactoredintheUnionbudgetandtheRBI’scalculations,nav-
igatingthisuncertaineconomicenvironmentwillrequiredeftmanagementbymonetary
and fiscal authorities.
SinceNovemberlastyear,whenthepriceoftheIndiancrudeoilbasketstoodat$80.64,

oilmarketingcompanieshaverefrained fromrevisingpumpprices, eventhoughglobal
priceshavebeenonthe rise.But, once theassemblyelectionsareconcluded, fuelprices
at thepumpare likelytobehiked.However, steephikeswillbeneeded—asperareport
by ICICI securities, aRs12per litrehikewillbeneededjust tobreakeven.Thiswillbe in-
flationary. Needless to say, fuel price hikeswill upend the central bank’s optimistic as-
sessment of the inflation trajectory. As per RBI’s recent assessment, inflationwas ex-
pected to trenddown from5.7per cent in the fourthquarter of 2021-22 to just under5
percentinthefirsthalfof2022-23.Thiswillcomplicatethechoicesbeforethemonetary
policycommittee.Higherpriceswillalsoreducediscretionaryspendingbyhouseholds.
Governmentsmayrespondbyloweringfueltaxestoabsorbpartof theburden.However,
this will weigh down their revenues and spending. Thus, growthwill thus take a hit.
Higher oil priceswill also push up imports, increasing the current account deficit at a
timewhenglobalfinancialconditionsaretightening.Recentdatashowsthatthemerchan-
dise tradedeficit has alreadywidened to$21.2billion in February, up from$17.9billion,
withmuchof the surge drivenby oil. The rupee is already comingunder pressure. This
will onlyaddto the inflationarypressures.
Theindirectconsequencesof thedeteriorationintheeconomicenvironmentarealso

beginning to show.Thereare reports that LIC’s initial public offeringmaybepostponed
tothenextfinancialyearduetoprevailingmarketuncertainty.Whilethefulleffectsofthe
oilprice shockwill bevisiblewitha lag,whentaken togetherwith the thirdwaveof the
pandemic, it suggests furtherdownside risks toeconomicgrowth in the fourthquarter,
whichaspertheNationalStatisticalOffice’s latestestimatewasalreadyexpectedtoslow
downto4.8percent from5.4percent in thepreviousquarter.

ON THE WRONG FOOT
Breachofpropriety,conflictof interestshavedefinedSourav
Ganguly'sstintasBCCIchief.Hemustcoursecorrectorquit

W HENSOURAVGANGULYbecamethepresidentoftheBoardofControl
forCricket in India(BCCI) in2019,anunderstandablebreezeofopti-
mismwaftedin. Itwasfeltthatfinallyaplayerwasincharge,thattoo
a legendary one, andhewould cleanup themess that haddragged

Indian cricket into the high-ceiling offices of the SupremeCourt. It turns out thiswas a
naiveurgeasGangulyhasarguablyoutdonesomeof theoldcynicalnon-player-admin-
istrators.Especially,ashehadsteppedinpostthejudicial intervention,andwasexpected
toatleastupholdthecourt'sorderandrecommendations.Thelatestoverstep,asreported
by this newspaper,washowhe “bullied” other selectors bygoing against theBCCI con-
stitutionandsat in theirmeetings.Andthat’soneof hismilderoffences.
Ganguly has systematically undermined institutions, been brazen about conflict of

interests, allegedly promised players stuff that he has no right to (thewicketkeeper
Wriddhiman Saha claimed Ganguly promised him hewill be in team), and generally
actedas if hewasaMaharaja accountable tononeandnot apaidofficebearerof Indian
cricket. Ganguly, by then president of the BCCI, was also director of ATKMohun Bagan
whenSanjivGoenka’sRPSGGroup,whichownsthat football franchise, successfullybid
forthenewIPLteambasedoutofLucknow.Hewasthebrandambassadorof thefantasy
gamingappMyCircle11whentheyannouncedathree-yeartitlesponsorshipdealwith
the Lucknow franchise and all thiswhen a rival fantasy gaming appwas the official kit
sponsorof theIndianteam.Coupleofyearsago,heinstagrammedhisphotocladinaJSW
CementT-shirtwithtagline“atwork”;JSWSports,thesportsarmofthebusinessconglom-
erate JSWGroup, is a jointownerof the IPL franchiseDelhiCapitals.
Whenanewsagencyquestionedhimabouthislatestbreachofselectorial independ-

ence,hesaid:“Ihaveplayed424internationalmatchesforIndia.”Theresponsesuggests
hebelievesthathisrecordasaplayerallowshimtheprivilegetoabusepower,disregard
rules,andignoreconflictof interests.Whenhewasnamedpresidentof theBCCI,hewas
expected to clear themess left behind by the IPL spot-fixing saga and cleanse Indian
cricket. Insteadhehasbeen“atwork”forhimself.Thesadfalloutof l’affaireGangulyisthat
the trust inplayers tooffer administrationwithadifferencehasquickly evaporated, re-
vealingabrokensystem.

Janaki Srinivasan

Inpursuingimperialambition,Russianpresident
underestimatedUkrainiannationalconsciousness

DREAMS OF WORDLE
Thereveriesandreflectionsafterafive-lettervictory

JUSTWHATDOESPutin’s invasionofUkraine
signify?HowdoweunderstandPutin’sobjec-
tivesandmotivations?
Letusbeginwithwhat the invasion isnot

about. It isnotaboutthereconstitutionof the
SovietUnion,whichdisintegratedafterseven
decades in1991. Putin’shour-long speechon
February 24,which laid out the rationale for
war,was severely critical of the Communist
handlingofUkraine,whichhecalled“Vladimir
Lenin’s Ukraine”. Indeed, his critique of
Communismwas larger.As iswidelyknown,
theSovietConstitutiongrantedtherighttose-
cede to the 15 constituent republics of the
USSR. Lenin’s assumptionwas that national-
ism flourished if nationhoodwas denied. By
recognising the languages and cultures of 15
national groups— from the Estonians on the
northwestern tip all the way down to the
Uzbeksonthesoutheasternflank—theSoviet
Unionwould end up extinguishing internal
nationalisms. All 15 nationswouldmake a
transition to a higher state of human con-
sciousness.TheywouldbeCommunist/Soviet.
If youareno longernational,whywouldyou
secedefromtheSovietUnion?
In his speech, Putin called this theory an

“odious andUtopian fantasy inspired by the
Communist revolution”. Indeed, exercising
theright tosecede in1991,all 15republicsof
theSovietUniondidbecomeindependentna-
tions. LeninandtheCommunists, saidPutin,
werewrongaboutnationalism,whose“virus”
stillpersists.
WhatshouldthenMoscowdo,ifnotrebuild

theSovietUnion?Usingthevariousspeeches
ofPutin,scholarsofRussiapointtohisfrequent
citationof theconceptof “RusskyMir”, trans-
lated as “RussianWorld”. A non-literal, but
more appropriate, translationwould be a
Russian imperium, consisting of Ukraine,
Belarus and Russia. Belarus has already ac-
ceptedRussianhegemony,buthavinglessthan
10millionpeople,itissmall.Withapopulation
ofmorethan40millionandhavingaland-mass
secondonlytoRussiainEurasia,Ukraineisin-
finitelymore significant. In thewords of Lilia
Shevtsova,ascholaroftheregion,Ukraineis“a
starintheRussiangalaxy”,accountingforwhat
shecalls“Russia’sUkraineobsession”.
In the February24 speech andhiswidely

noted5000-wordessay‘OntheHistoricalUnity
of RussiansandUkrainians’, publishedby the
KremlinonJuly12,2021,Putinofferedthreear-

gumentsaboutUkraine.
First,Ukraine isan“inalienablepartof our

history,cultureandspiritualspace”.Onlydur-
ing1918-21and,then,foramerethreedecades
after 1991hasUkrainebeen independent. In
contrast,hesaid,Ukrainianshavecalledthem-
selvesRussiansforcenturiesandhavealsobeen
OrthodoxChristians,thussharingtheirreligion
withRussia. Their statehoodwas “never sta-
ble”. Theywerehistoricallyan integralpartof
Russia.
Second,Ukraine’s new leaders are “build-

ing their statehoodon thenegationof every-
thingthathistoricallyunitedus”,intheprocess
“distortingthementalityandhistoricalmem-
oryofmillionsofpeople”.Inthecreationofpro-
Western, anti-Russian attitudes, thepolitical
leaders have been systematically helped by
Ukraine’s oligarchs,whohave “stolenbillions
of dollars from the people and kept them in
Western banks”. Ukraine’s move towards
Europe and theWest is thus a conspiracy
hatchedbythepoliticalelitesandoligarchs,go-
ing against thehistorical truths andviolating
thehonestsentimentsofUkrainianmasses.
Third, Ukraine’s gravitation towards the

NorthAtlanticTreatyOrganization(NATO),ar-
gues Putin, poses a grave security threat to
Russia. It is a two-headed threat. If NATOad-
mitsUkraineasamember,ananti-Russian,US-
ledsecurityumbrellawillreachthedoorsteps
of Russia. Moreover, Ukraine used to host
Soviet-eranuclearweaponsbeforegivingthem
upin1994.Theknow-how,saysPutin,hasnot
disappearedandUkrainecaneasilydevelopits
own tactical nuclearweapons capable of hit-
tingRussia, an argument the scholars of nu-
clear weapons find wholly false. Nuclear
weapons requiremuchmore than technical
knowhow.
Essentially, these three arguments boil

down to one foundational claim— Ukraine
cannothave an independent state because it
washistoricallypartofRussia.Anyattemptat
expression of independence, or Ukraine’s
Westerndesire,mustbemilitarilycrushed.
Longstandingnationalism theory tells us

whythisargumentisdeeplyflawed,apartfrom
beingprofoundlydangerous if accompanied
withmilitaryaction.Overthelastfourdecades,
Benedict Anderson’s Imagined Communities
hasbecomethemostauthoritativetextonna-
tions and nationalism. Anderson has per-
suadedthescholarlyworld thatnationswere

bornonlyafterthe18thcentury.Theyaremod-
ernpolitical constructs. Indeed,mostnations
wereborninthe19thand20thcentury.Earlier
politiestooktwoforms,bothnon-national:em-
pires or city-states. TherewasnoRussianna-
tionbefore themodern times, only aRussian
empire.
Leavingthisconceptualreasoningaside,the

absurdityofPutin’sargumentcanbemorecon-
cretely illustrated if we draw a South Asian
comparison. We know that there was no
Pakistanbefore 1947, andnoBangladeshbe-
fore1971.Bothwere,historically,partsofIndia,
andtheyevenspeaklanguagesalsospokenin
India.Suchconditions,however,neithermean
that India can legitimately claim themas its
owntoday,northattheymustbebroughtback
intoanAkhandBharat(undividedIndia)with
militarymeans. As history progressed, both
PakistanandBangladeshemergedfromthede-
velopmentofnationalconsciousness,became
nations in their ownright, evolved statehood
reflectingthatconsciousness,andreceivedin-
ternationalrecognitionfortheirsovereignty.
Withover92percentvote in favourof in-

dependence,Ukraineoptedoverwhelmingly
for abreak-up fromtheSovietUnion in1991,
andotherthaninsomesmallparts,especially
onitseasternborders,thereisnoevidenceofa
populardesiretore-unitewithRussia.Itisalso
nowprovidingoneof theultimatetestsofna-
tionalresolveandconsciousness.Readytosac-
rificetheirlives,citizensareturningintostreet
soldiers,mounting an impressive resistance
against theRussian armed forces. The emer-
gence of citizen soldiers, aiding professional
soldiers,reflectsahighlydevelopedformofna-
tionalconsciousness.
PutinmighthaveexpectedthatUkrainians

wouldwelcometheRussianarmedforceswith
openarms,orviewthemasliberatorsfroman
illegitimate elitewrongly taking themdown
thedisloyalWesternpath.Butwhatwearewit-
nessingtodayisafull-blownnationalrebellion
against amightyneighbourbentuponbully-
ingandsubjugating.
Historytellsusthattheseconditionslead

to lasting conflict. Ukrainewill benoexcep-
tion.Devastationandresistanceare likely to
continue.

ThewriterisSolGoldmanProfessorof
InternationalStudiesandtheSocialSciencesat

BrownUniversity

THISCANNOTBEtheword.Myheadkeptre-
fusingwhatseemedtheonlypossibilityeven
asittriedallothercombinationsoutoftheyel-
lowandunused letters on the keypad. I am
talkingaboutWordle.Eventually,frustratedat
thenon-words Iwasmakingat6am, since it
hasbecomethefirstthingIdoeverymorning,
I punched in RUPEE. Voila! The tiles turned
green! (Note to self: three vowels, voila is a
good startword). I begin to see theheadlines
and socialmediaposts thatwill follow: “This
hasbeenmadepossiblebecauseofIndia’sris-
ing superpower status on theworld stage”;
“Wordle recognises India as vishwaguru”;
“WasthispossibleunderNehru?”;“Therupee
wasnevertakenseriouslybefore2014?”Never
mind that the rupee is the nameof the cur-
rencyof at least six other countries nowand
wasofmanymore till themid-20thcentury.
Also,nevermindthattherupeehasbeenona
downwardslidevis-à-viskey foreigncurren-
ciesforsomeyears.But,tobeonWordle,soon
afterithadbeenboughtoverbyTheNewYork
Timesmustmeansomething.
Iyankedmyselfoutofthistrainofthought.

Incase Idozeoff, Idonotwantearlymorning
dreamsofpoliticalleadersgivingspeecheson
anything. Till now, the fewminutesof reflec-
tionthatfollowedgettingtheWordlewordof
thedayhadbeenpleasant:Theydealtwiththe
curiouswaysofthebrain,whichissometimes
unabletoseethewordstaringrightatyouand

sometimeshopsoverunlikely loops to arrive
atthedestination.Itcanalsobeahumblingex-
perience, for therewill alwaysbewords that
thosewhoaren’t Shashi Tharoordon’t know.
“Caulk”, for instance.Nowthat it hasbecome
partofourtextualsociality,itallowsustotrace
thetrajectoryofothers. It isarefreshingalter-
nativeto“alliswell”conversations.Italsoyields
goodjealousies,likewhatIfelttillIhitthatfirst
2/6scorethateveryoneIknewhadachieved.
HowlongwilltheWordlecrazelast?Why

did itbecomeacraze?Whatare the likely fu-
turesofthegameinaworldthatisthemostlit-
erateever,andwheretheascendanceofEnglish
has been steadydespite the return of revan-
chist nationalism?Wealreadyhave interest-
ingpredictions andassessments of this phe-
nomenon.Marketing scholar Gaurav Sabnis
linksitspopularitytothe“sweetspot”thegame
hashitinbeingmoderatelydifficult--thuspos-
ingachallenge—butmostlyyieldinggratifica-
tion. It provideddefault contrarians a chance
torackuptheirsocialmediapresencebyclaim-
ing to be untouched by the obsession. My
teachercousinmadeitpartofherpedagogyby
creatingher ownwordle,wherein sheputs a
wordeverydayfromtheongoinglessonforher
studentstosolve.
Itisthespin-offsinotherlanguagesthatare

towatchoutfor.Whilelinguistshavebeendis-
cussingthesuitabilityofotherlanguagestothe
wordleformat(somehavethosetrauma-caus-

ing features like thatword ending in -ight
broughtonformany), Idohopethis spurs in-
novationofwordgamesinotherlanguages.As
Indiansrapidlylosetheirmulti-linguality,and
urbankidsgrowupwithbarelypassablecom-
petenceintheirparentaltongue(s),thesmart-
phone couldbecomeour route to retain lan-
guagesandfindourwaytoregional literature
outsideof translation.
Forlong,Ihavebeenbotheredbythelackof

aDuolingotypeappforSouthAsianlanguages,
apartfromHindi.Ourlandof techexpertsand
several university centres for languageshave
notyet comeupwithways tomake language
learning funandaccessible. Yet, asmore lan-
guagesenterendangeredandextinctlists,tak-
ingwith themtheuniqueculture,worldview
andknowledgethateverylanguageholds,we
needcreativewaystonotjustpreservebutkeep
languagesalive.Languageiswhatmakesushu-
man,asresearchintocognitionandlinguistics
show.Butcouldlanguagealsobethekeytosav-
ingus frombothplanetary and self-destruc-
tion?Etymologyshowstheinterlinkedmigrant
historyofourspeciesandisacountertolinguis-
ticchauvinism. Intimesofwar, it iswords,not
nukesthatcanbringpeace.Forwhowillmourn
usonceweareallgone?Yes,thatisthetrainof
thoughtsetoffbymysecond2/6word:Mourn.

Thewriter teachespolitical scienceat
PanjabUniversity,Chandigarh

Putin might have expected
that Ukrainians would
welcome the Russian armed
forces with open arms, or
view them as liberators from
an illegitimate elite wrongly
taking them down the
disloyal Western path. But
what we are witnessing
today is a full-blown
national rebellion against a
mighty neighbour bent upon
bullying and subjugating.

How long will the Wordle
craze last? Why did it
become a craze? What are
the likely futures of the game
in a world that is the most
literate ever, and where the
ascendance of English has
been steady despite the
return of revanchist
nationalism? We already
have interesting predictions
and assessments of this
phenomenon.
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“I’m here at theAcademyAwards, otherwise
knownasWhite People’s ChoiceAwards.

—Chris RockTHEEDITORIALPAGE

BENGAL ELECTIONS
THE SUPREMECOURT has removed the le-
gal hurdles in holding elections in West
Bengalelectionsontimebyvacatingthestay
of theCalcuttaHighCourtonpublicationof
thefinalelectorallists.Theelectioncommis-
sioncannowgoaheadwithpreparationsfor
theassemblyelectionsdueinJune.TheHigh
Court stay had rendered the electoralwork
impossibletobecompletedbeforeJuneand
President’srulewouldhavebecomeimper-
ativeon theexpiryof the Left Front govern-
ment’s term. The constitutional bench
headedbyYVChandrachudsat latetohand
down a crucial verdict in a crowded court.
TheSupremeCourtwillhearawritpetition

filedbytheCongress(I)ontheelectionssep-
aratelyonMarch15.

MINISTER’S SILENCE
THEPETROLEUMMINISTERPShivShankar
wasreluctanttoanswerquestionsraisedby
Rajya Sabhamembers of aviation fuel. The
housewasseizedof acall-in-attentionmo-
tion and it was Aviation Minister A P
Sharmawhospokeall through, sometimes
even speaking for his colleague. Shiv
Shankargotupthricebutwasunabletoan-
swer the barrage of questions directed at
him. He had remained silentwhen a simi-
lar call-in-attentionmotion was tabled in
the Lok Sabha.

INDO-GREEK TALKS
PRESIDENT OF GREECE Constantine
Karamanlis said Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi, at their talks onMarch 4, had ex-
pressedconcernatthedangersposedbyin-
creasing tensions in different parts of the
world and the growing domination of the
arms industry inworld affairs.MrsGandhi,
alsosaidthatanimportantchangehadtaken
place as the people of India and Pakistan
weregetting friendlier towardseachother.

FIRAQ CREMATED
THEWELL-KNOWNUrdu poet Raghupati
Sahai Firaq Gorakhpuri was crematedwith
full statehonourson thebanks the Ganga.

MARCH 5, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

#OSCARSSOOLD
ByturningtoaTwitterpolltostayrelevant,AcademyAwards

showjusthowoutoftouchtheyare

T here isa saying inBengali that fitswell thesad,desperateattempts tomake
the Oscars popular by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
“Shinghkhule bachchur er dole” translates intoa “[abull] takingoff its horns
andpretendingtobeacalf”.The#OscarsFanFavouritegimmickasksforvotes

onTwitter fora filmthat, inall likelihood,wouldnotmakethe listof nomineesselected
bytheAcademy.Indoingso, ittriestopresentassomethingnewaconceptthatisalready
passe:Anageingbull,when it tries tobeacalf, onlybringsmoreattention tohowoutof
touch it is.
Overthelast fewyears, theOscarshavebeencriticisedonmultiplefronts.First, there

was#OscarsSoWhite, thenafuroreoveracomedianhost's jokesonsocialmedia froma
decadeago(thatyear,therewasnohostandtheshowsufferedforit).Allthewhile,view-
ership for theawardsshow—atonepointoneof themost-watchedtelevisionevents in
theworld— has been rapidly declining. This year, in addition to going to the hunting
ground for trolls to select an awardee, awards for some categories -- including Editing
andOriginal Score—willnotbe telecast live.Both ideasarecounterproductive.
Spiderman:NoWayHome,thebiggestgrossingHollywoodfilmof theyear,doesnot

needthecriticalrecognitiontheOscarsprovide.Theawards'purpose—inthebestinter-
pretation—istorecognisegoodcinemaandthosethatmakeitpossibleintheworld'srich-
estfilmindustry.ThePeople'sChoiceAwardshavebeenaroundfordecades:Theydonot
pretend to judgeart, onlypopularity.Andanyonewhoknows filmswill tell you, editors
are as important as cinematographers anddirectors.What theOscars shoulddo to stay
relevantisfocusmoreonfilmsandstoriesthatrisetothelevelofart, inmorediverseset-
tings.Bystartingpopularitycontests, theyare reduced to justanother tweet.

AshutoshVarshney

Putin’s delusion
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“One can only hope that one day the Russian president will be sitting in a dock
at The Hague where his ramblings can be exposed for what they are: no defence
for the senseless killing of innocents.”

— THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

The problem is that fighting
climate change requires
fiscal expenditure and policy
changes fuelled by political
will, which will reap results
in a decade or so. That is two
election cycles too many for
our politicians. Therefore,
the primary electoral issues
will continue to revolve
around temples and
mosques, dress codes and
prohibited foods. Issues that
presume we will continue to
live as we do, ignoring the
obvious question: Will we
survive?

THEGOVERNMENTMAYverysoonstartsell-
ingyourdatabasedonaproposedpolicyre-
leased by theMinistry of Electronics and
InformationTechnology(MEITY),titled“Draft
IndiaDataAccessibility&UsePolicy2022”.
Thepolicyaimsto“radicallytransformIndia’s
abilitytoharnesspublicsectordata”.Ifpassed,
itwouldgovern,“alldataandinformationcre-
ated/generated/collected/archived by the
Government of India” asmuch as, “State
Governments[who]willalsobefreetoadopt
theprovisionsof thepolicy”. The twinpur-
posetowhichthisdatawillbeput towillbe
government-to-governmentsharingandhigh
value datasets for valuation and licensing.
Therearethreeclearreasonswhythispolicy
deservesarecallbytheUniongovernment.
Theimmediateriskarisesfromperverse

incentiveswhenagovernmentstarts licens-
ing citizendata. Over the past three years,
therehasbeena rapidexpansion in thena-
tureandscopeof ourmost intimatedetails.
Whilethemiddleclassesfacedthemendac-
ityofvoluntarilylinkingtheirAadhaartotheir
bankaccounts andmobile connections, to-
day,thedigitalsweepisallpervasive.Foragri-
culture,thereisanAgristack;forunorganised
labourers,wehave thee-SHRAMportal; in
health we have Aarogya Setu and ABHA
(AyushmanBharatDigitalHealthMission);
andforschoolchildrenandteachers there is
NDEAR (National Digital Education
Architecture).Thislistgoeson.Foreveryarea
ofourlives,thegovernmentnowhasadata-
basefilledwithourpersonaldata.Thestated
purpose for collectionhas been improving
servicedelivery,planningandcheckingleak-
ages. Suchmethodshavebeencriticisedby
privacy andwelfare activists buthavebeen
justifiedasservingpublicpurposes.
Thischangeswiththedraftdataaccessi-

bilitypolicy.Toadoptaphrase fromstart-up
culture,thebasisofsuchmassivedatacollec-
tionovercitizensisundergoinga180-degree
pivot. Public data is nowbeingviewedas a
prized asset of theUniongovernment that
shouldbefreelyshared,enriched,valuedand
licensedtotheprivatesector.Giventhatmore
datameansmoremoney,commercial inter-
estswill prompt thegovernment to collect
granularpersonaldetailsthroughgreatercap-
ture and increased retentionperiods. Tying
governmentpolicydeterminationswithafis-
calpotentialmayalsoleadtodistortionofthe
aimsofdatacollection—thewelfareoffarm-
ers,healthcare,unorganisedlabourersoreven
schoolchildren. There is no indication that
consentwillbesoughtinameaningfulform.
Over time, the original objectives for

whichdatabasesarebuiltwill getdiluted in
favourofcommercialinterests.Evenpastex-
periencesignalscaution,giventhatsocialrisks
such as arson and communal violence
promptedtheMinistryofRoad,Transportand
Highwaystorecallabulksharingpolicyforli-
censingvehicularanddriverlicencedata.

Thesecondissueemergesfromthedisin-
genuousphrasingof “makingdataopenby
default”.TheWorldBanknotesthatoneofthe
first benefits of opendata is that it supports
“publicoversightof governmentsandhelps
reducecorruptionbyenablinggreatertrans-
parency”. Theseprincipleswere recognised
inpastpolicypronouncementsofthegovern-
ment.Specifically, theNationalDataSharing
andAccessibilityPolicy,2012andtheimple-
mentationguidelinesformulatedin2017re-
fer to the Right to Information Act, 2005.
However,withinthepresentdraftdataacces-
sibilitypolicy,while thephrase “opendata”
hasbeenused, its values andobjectives are
absent.Ofthe13objectiveslisted,onlyoneis
relevant to transparencyand is limited to a
single sentence. Theprimary, overpowering
objectives in thedraftdataaccessibilitypol-
icyandthebackgroundnotearecommercial.
Thefinalareaforreconsiderationisalarger

trend of policy-based administration de-
tached fromour constitutional framework.
This is amaladyafflicting largeareasof data
governance,withconfusionontheenactment
of adataprotection law.Compounding this
problem,thepresentpolicy,asmanyothers,
isuntetheredtoanylegislativebasisandcon-
tainsnoproposals for the creationof a legal
framework.Parliamentaryscrutiny isnotan
inconvenientdemocraticartefactthatcanbe
jettisonedforaforecastedeconomicwindfall.
AspertheSupremeCourt’sPuttaswamyjudg-
mentonthefundamentalrighttoprivacy,the
first ingredient to satisfy constitutionality is
theexistenceofalegal,moreoftenalegislative,
basis.Without a law, there is absenceof de-
fined limits todata sharing thatareenforce-
ableandcontainremedies.
Inthiscase,thepromiseofprivacypreser-

vationthroughanonymisationtoolsholdslit-
tlepromisewhenitcannotbeindependently
assessedbyabodyfordataprotection.Forin-
stance, Luc Rocher and co-authors at the
Oxford Internet Institutenote, “results sug-
gest thatevenheavily sampledanonymised
datasets areunlikely to satisfy themodern
standards for anonymisation set forth by
GDPRandseriously challenge the technical
andlegaladequacyofthede-identificationre-
lease-and-forgetmodel.”Thisbecomesvitalas
it is theprincipalmeasure suggested in the
draftdataaccessibilitypolicy.
Suchriskswill becomearealitywithout

anindependentregulatorybodyorpenalties.
Parliamentaryenactmentsalsohelpbringac-
countability throughdeliberation that fur-
thers foresightandcontains financialmem-
orandums–giventhatpublicmoneywould
bespenttoenrichdatasetsofpublicdata.Since
thepolicycontemplatessharingdatabetween
databases of the central and state govern-
ments aswell as through central funded
schemes,itmayalsobeprudenttodeliberate
further in theRajya Sabha. Federalismbe-
comesa relevant issuegiven that suchdata,
whenitisgenerated,processedandenriched
bystategovernments to complywith inter-
operability standards,will lead to revenue
generationfor itself.Thesearetheglaring is-
suesinthisshort,10-pagedraftdataaccessi-
bilitypolicy,whichappearstotransformthe
Uniongovernmentintoadatabroker.

Thewriteristheexecutivedirectorof
InternetFreedomFoundation

IT IS SPRING in Delhi — the three weeks
spanning mid-February and early-March
whenallDelhidwellersexperienceexhila-
ratingoptimismabout their lives and their
futures. The air is simply “moderate” to
“poor” (and not “severe”), as per the vari-
ous air quality index (AQI) applications on
ourphones. TheMughalgardensare in full
bloomand thrownopen to the public. Our
public gardens are packed to the gillswith
picnickers amid the tombs, roses and
preeningpeacocks.
Life is good. The Supreme Court is

mostly functioning in physical mode, and
the temperature is pleasant enough for us
lawyers tostandarounddrinkingteawhile
gossiping under the high domed ceilings
and in the open-air corridors, wearing our
multi-layered, mostly black advocate uni-
form, without sweat furiously dripping
downourbrows. It is amid this timeof rel-
ative joy that I read parts of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) report released onMonday.
Perhaps, I shouldn’t have.
The IPCC, a body of almost 270 experts

from67countries, brought togetherby the
UnitedNations, gaveableakassessmentof
the future of our planet and species. In its
sixth assessment report, titled ‘Impacts,
AdaptationandVulnerability’, the IPCCdis-
cusses the increasing extreme heat, rising
oceans,meltingglaciers, fallingagricultural
productivity, resultant food shortages and
increase in diseases like dengue and zika.
Antonio Guterres, the United Nations
Secretary General, quoted in The New York
Times, describes the IPCC report as being
“an atlas of human suffering and a damn-
ingindictmentof failedclimateleadership.”
He added, “With fact upon fact, this report
revealshowpeople,andtheplanetareget-
ting clobberedby climate change”.
Now those of uswho live in India don’t

needtheUNSecretaryGeneraltotellusthat
climatechange isclobberingus.Weare liv-
ing in the future that the IPCCpredicts.Our
cities are experiencing more frequent ex-
tremeheatwaves. InDelhi, theAQI forwin-
ter months averages between 300-500,
akin to smoking one to two packs of ciga-
retteseveryday.Delhi,MumbaiandKolkata
are in the list of the top 15 most polluted
cities of theworld, as per the Switzerland-
based climate change group IQAir.
The IPCCwarns that should our planet

get warmer than 1.5 degrees Celsius from
pre-industrial times (we are at 1.1 degrees
at present), then there will be irreversible
impacton“ecosystemswithlowresilience”
suchaspolar,mountainandcoastalecosys-
tems“impactedbyglaciermelt, andhigher
sea level rise”. This will cause devastation
to “infrastructure in low-lying coastal set-
tlements, associated livelihoods and even
erosionof culturalandspiritualvalues.”The
increased heat will lead to an increase in
diseases likediabetes,circulatoryandrespi-
ratory conditions, aswell asmental health
challenges.Clearly,adverseclimatechange

is an all-encompassing condition damag-
ing our minds, our lungs and our liveli-
hoods.
The IPCC also highlights that climate

“maladaptation”will especially affect “mar-
ginalised and vulnerable groups adversely,
indigenouspeople,ethnicminorities,low-in-
comehouseholdsandinformalsettlements”
andthoseinruralareas.Therefore,India,with
amajority of its people falling in these cate-
gories,willbeespeciallydevastated.
EshaRoyandAmitabhSinha intheir re-

portsinTheIndianExpressnotethattheIPCC
highlights India as a vulnerable hotspot,
withseveralregionsandcitiesfacingclimate
changephenomena like flooding, sea-level
rise and heatwaves. For instance, Mumbai
is at high risk of sea-level rise and flooding,
and Ahmedabad faces the danger of heat
waves— thesephenomenaare alreadyun-
derwayinbothcities.Vector-borneandwa-
ter-borne diseases such as malaria and
denguewillbeontheriseinsub-tropicalre-
gions, like parts of Punjab, Assam and
Rajasthan.
Whentheconcentrationofcarbondiox-

ide in theatmosphere increases, thegrains
weconsume, includingwheatandrice,will
havediminishednutritionalquality.Butthis
presumes wewill not face a crisis in food.
Tucked away in annexure I of the IPCC re-
port, I found a chilling factoid — that over
thepast30years,majorcropyieldshavede-
creasedby4-10percentgloballyduetocli-
mate change. Consequently, India, which

continues tobepredominantly agrarian, is
likely to be especially hurt.
Yet, it is not just our agrarian segments

thatwillbe impacted.AnjalPrakash,oneof
the leadauthorsof thechapteroncitiesand
settlements, wrote that “urban India is at
greater risk than other areas with a pro-
jected population of 877 million by 2050
nearly double of 480million in 2020. The
concentration of population in these cities
willmakethemextremelyvulnerabletocli-
mate change.”
WeIndiansknowthatweareexperienc-

ing the adverse consequences of the im-
pacts of climate daily — the extreme heat,
dirtyair,poorqualityof foodgrains.Oureld-
ers aremostly diabetic, and our streets are
cloggedwithgas-guzzlingvehicles.Yet,our
political class has no cohesive and urgent
policyroadmaptocombatrisingemissions
andourdiminishing life spans.
The problem is that fighting climate

changerequires fiscalexpenditureandpol-
icy changes fuelled by politicalwill, which
will reap results in a decade or so. That is
twoelectioncycles toomanyforourpoliti-
cians. Therefore, the primary electoral is-
sues will continue to revolve around tem-
ples and mosques, dress codes and
prohibited foods. Issues that presumewe
will continue to live aswedo, ignoring the
obvious question:Willwe survive?

Thewriter is a senior advocate at the
SupremeCourt

Our data,
not for sale

NUCLEAR FEAR
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The N-
Word’ (IE, March 4). Even uttering the
N-word,andthattoobyaseniorminis-
ter of a country that possesses among
thelargestnuclearstockpilesisdisturb-
ing and has severe consequences.
Ukrainewas seen until recently as the
embodiment of non-proliferation as it
gave up its nuclear stockpile yet re-
maineda“safe”place.IfUkrainehadnot
given its nuclearweapons in 1994 un-
der the BudapestMemorandum, this
invasionbyRussiamightnothavecome
to pass. However, ifs and buts have no
place in international relations. The
point is the N-word is terrifying. The
horrors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
point to only one thing: A nuclearwar
cannotbewonandmustnotbefought.

DewangGanesh Thosar,Raigad

BETTER GRID
THISREFERSTOthearticle,‘Theonlyfuel’
(IE,March4).Electricitycouldemergeas
thebiggestsubstitutetonon-renewable
sourcesofenergyifproblemssuchasthe
erraticsupplyofelectricitycouldbead-
dressed.Oneofthewaystooptimiseper-
formance is tomovetowardsthedigiti-
sationofassets.Toolssuchaspredictive
analytics can be used tomonitor per-
formance and collect data regarding
probableassetfailureinthedistribution
andtransmissionsector.Thiswillenable
the discoms to discover the reason be-
hind the high failure rate of the trans-
formers. The electricity regulatory au-

thoritiescanstepinandmandatethecol-
lection of assets failure data and there-
after formulate/streamline the process
toreducesuchincidents.Itisessentialto
first improve the reliability of the pres-
ent system and reduce the burden of
O&Mexpenses. As such, it is suggested
thatoperationalexpenditureshouldbe
prioritisedovercapitalexpenditure.

Aerika Singh,Chandigarh

ONUS ON STUDENTS
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘After the
arrival’ (IE,March4).While it is impor-
tantthatthegovernmentmakearrange-
ments for continuing the education of
students returning fromUkraine, the
onus falls on the students aswell. The
time spent over there has provided
them with international exposure,
which is essential in the long run. They
canalsoexploreshort-termmedicalin-
ternshipstogainexperience .

GauravGupta,Gurugram

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

I STILL REMEMBERmeeting 52-year-old
Ratnamala inMumbai, awaste pickerwho
scrapesalivingoutof thegarbagewethrow
away.Ratnamalatoldmeshehadbeendoing
thisworkfor40years,butcouldbarelymake
endsmeetandsupportherfourchildren.Her
meagresavingsandfeebleaccesstothegov-
ernmentsocialsafetynethaveleftherhighly
vulnerable to emergencies and disasters.
Marginalised, andat theverybottomof the
socio-economic chain, Ratnamala faces the
samequestionseveryday:Howtobreakout
of this trap andmove up?How to extricate
herchildrenfromthesame?Howtocreatea
lifeof dignity forherself andherchildren?
It is estimated that India generates 65

million tonnes of waste each year and is
home tomore than 4millionwaste pickers
likeRatnamala.Predominantlywomen,this
armyofwastepickers or Safai Saathis is the
backboneof traditionalwastemanagement
inmost Indiancities.
Despitethis,SafaiSaathishavenotfound

theirlegitimatespaceinIndia’sdevelopment
discourse. When the government an-
nouncedmeasuresduring thepandemic to
support frontlineworkers, thewastepicker
communityremainedconspicuousbyitsab-
sence. This is particularly disheartening as
theycontinuetocollectandsortthroughris-
ingmoundsof potentiallydangerouswaste
includingmasks, hazmat suits, and plastic
face-shields.
Theirmultiplevulnerabilities, including

low and uncertain incomes, limited access

to government schemes, high health risks,
andseveresocialexclusion,haveallbeenex-
acerbatedbyCovid-19.
In linewith ourmandate to ensure that

nooneisleftbehind,UNDPIndiaworkswith
Safai Saathis through our Plastic Waste
Management programme. However, when
we began in 2018, we were struck by the
paucityofdataonthiscommunity.Howwas
anyone going to devise programmes and
policiestosupportSafaiSaathisifofficialdata
saysolittle?Thisledustodesignandpublish
India's first large-scaleanalysisof thesocio-
economic conditionsof Safai Saathis, based
onasurveyof over9,000workers across14
Indian cities. Our findings underline an ur-
gentneedtoextendmultifacetedsupportto
theseworkers. Our survey shows that Safai
Saathisareemployedmainlyonthemargins
of the urban informal sector. Their low in-
comesandjobinsecurityiscompoundedby
the fact that nearly 70 per cent come from
socially backward groups and over 60 per
centhaveno formaleducation.
Morethan90percentof theworkersre-

ported owning an Aadhaar card — in line
withbroadnational trends—butonlyatiny
subset owned an income, caste, or occupa-
tioncertificate.Thisthwartsanyattemptsat
formalising their work and limits their ac-
cesstogovernmentsocialsecurityschemes.
Less than 5 per cent of those surveyed had
any health insurance, indicating very high
degreesof health-shockvulnerabilities.
OfthoseSafaiSaathiswhohadabankac-

count,only20percentwerelinkedtotheJan
DhanYojana—thegovernment’sflagshipfi-
nancial inclusion programme. Half of the
sample reportedowningandusing a ration
card and this proportionwas even smaller
in cities where migrants formed a larger
shareamongsurveyedworkers.Withits fo-
cus on portability, the government’s One
NationOneRationCardschemehas thepo-
tentialtoplayatransformativeroleinensur-
ingaccesstosubsidisedfoodgrainsforthese
workers.
AsIndiaprogressestowardsmeetingthe

2030Agenda forSustainableDevelopment,
ourstudymakesacompellingcasetointen-
sify efforts to address the challenges faced
bySafaiSaathis. Itsevidence-backedinsights
have the potential to inform government
policy and action — including the govern-
ment’s ambition to bring informalworkers
under the Swachh BharatMission, and the
e-SHRAMinitiativethatlinksworkerstothe
state-fundedhealth insurance.
An important starting point is the regis-

trationof SafaiSaathisbyurban localbodies,
andprovidingIDcardsthatrecognisethemas
municipalworkerswithaclearrole.Ensuring
minimumpayandenablingtheirauthorised
accesstowasteareessentialnextsteps.
TheoverallpolicyagendaforSafaiSaathis

must include a firm focus on building re-
silienceagainstshocks,expandingaccessto
socialprotection,andcreatingopportunities
to graduate towards safe, sustainable, and
dignified livelihoods.

First, diversified solid waste manage-
ment-linked livelihoods likedrywastecen-
tre managers andmachine operators can
broaden employment horizons for these
workers. Waste pickers’ cooperatives can
strengthenSafaiSaathis’ collectivebargain-
ing power enabling higher prices for what
theycollect.
Second, awelfare framework to design

socialprotectionschemesexplicitlyforSafai
Saathis should be a policy priority.
Proactively reaching out to theworkers for
enrolment in government schemes, min-
imisingpaperwork,andagreaterawareness
amongSafaiSaathisabouttheirentitlements
areessentialforlinkingthemtogovernment
programmes.
Inthemediumterm,thereisaclearneed

tocreatebetter,safer,decentjobsintheecon-
omythatinformalworkerslikeSafaiSaathis
caneventuallymoveto,supportedbyefforts
toenhance their skills.
Finally, as India makes determined

strides towards realising the Sustainable
DevelopmentGoals,itmustlookatexploring
alternate, technology-led circular economy
models thateliminate theneed foranyper-
son to do this hazardous work manually.
Ratnamalaandherchildrendeservetobreak
away fromthis cycle andhave a chance at a
life with better opportunities and a life of
dignity.

Thewriter isResidentRepresentative
UNDP, India

Wheels of SwachhBharat

Climate of denial
Proposedpolicyallowinggovernmenttoenrich
andselldatatoprivatesectorrisksprioritising

commercialinterestsoverprivacy,oughttoberecalled

TheIPCCreporthasadirewarningforIndia’senvironmental
future.Butisourpoliticalclasslistening?

AparGupta

ShokoNoda

CR Sasikumar

OPENING ARGUMENT

ByMenakaGuruswamy

SafaiSaathisareoutsidesafetynet,needcollectivebargaining,policysupport IDEAS
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Delhi Commission for Protection of Child Rights
(DCPCR), Government of NCT of Delhi

2nd , 4th & 5 th Floor, ISBT Building, Kashmere Gate, Delhi -110006
Helpline: 9311551393 | Phone: 011-23862685 /86 |

Email: dcpcr@hotmail.com

Proposals are invited from reputed research institutions, universities,
recognised NGOs, consulting firms, monitoring and evaluation organisations,
think-tanks, data collection agencies or any recognised organisation for the
purpose of conducting monitoring & evaluation of Health & Nutrition related
government services in Delhi. The scope of work includes both qualitative and
quantitative collection and analysis.
1 . DCPCR will hold a pre-bid meeting on 22 March 2022 . All prospective

organisations may join either in-person or via zoom at 2:00 pm. All
prospective organisations may join either in-person or via zoom at 2:00 pm.
The zoom link for joining is:
https://us02 web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMld-CgrzgqHdNREvlccOJT4 KtKly-v7XTZ .

The participants can register themselves for the meeting on this link. Meeting
ID: 878 0981 3077, Security Passcode 639949

2 . The bidders may submit their queries, if any, through email on the email id:
dcpcr@hotmail.com. The last date for submission of queries is 24 March
2022. The query title should be “DCPCR RFP query”. Queries received after
the deadline will not be entertained.

3 . The eligible institutions/ organisations/ research agencies may submit a soft
copy of their research proposal in the prescribed format through email at
dcpcr@hotmail.com latest by 04 April 2022 up to 05:00 PM

The details can be obtained from our website at
https://dcpcr.delhi.gov.in/tenders .

Sd/-
DIP/Shabdarth/0695/21-22 Secretary, DCPCR

Request for Proposal

1. M/s Sarita Concrete (Borrower/Firm)Represented by its Propreitor having Regd Office at L-203, Dumrao
palace, Fraser Road,Patna and Unit located at Industrial Growth Centre, Plot no NS – 4, 5(P), Phase - 2, Vide
Memo no.-6320, Survey Plot no.- 474 (P), 475(P), 476(P),477(P), 478 (P), Khata no.- 83,80,86,84,78, Vill-
Jasoia, Thana no-264, Dist-Aurangabad, Bihar. 2. Sri Raju Kumar (Propreitor/ Guarantor) S/o Sri Shyam
Babu Singh, Dhandhanchak, Phulwarisharif, Patna, Bihar,Pin-801505. 3. Smt Pummy Singh (Guarantor)
W/o Sri Raju Kumar, Dhandhanchak, Phulwarisharif, Patna, Bihar,Pin-801505.
This is as per the direction of Wilful Defaulter Screening Committee (WDSC) issued vide its order/decision
dated 25.11.2021 and in terms of the findings of the said ScreeningCommitteewherein the committee observes
as under: That, the first of you is the unit, the second of you is the Proprietor of the Company and the second
to third of you are the Guarantors of the unit has availed credit facility under sole banking arrangement. The
aforesaid borrower unit i.e. M/s.Sarita Concrete was sanctioned credit facility of Cash Credit- Rs.1.30 Crore
and Term Loan of Rs.1.12 Crore on 03.11.2014 on the terms and conditions as stipulated in the sanction letter
& in the documents executed by all of you.

Date of NPA – 08.02.2018 Dues as on 05.02.2022 – Rs.4.83 Crore
Cause of Action:– Against the unit, its Proprietor and Guarantors for Capacity to pay in term of clause
2.1.3(a), for Siphoning of Funds in terms of clause 2.1.3(c) of RBI Master Circular on Wilful Defaulter dated
01.07.2015. Basis of Wilful Default: 1. Siphoning of Funds: As per Stock statement dated 21.02.2017
submitted by the borrower, value of the stock was Rs. 183.41 lakhs. As per Branch visit reports dated
04.11.2017, 17.04.2018 & 17.08.2019, it was found that the unit was locked and not running for quite a long
time, presently the value of stocks estimated as Nil. The amount credited in the CC account was Rs.44.63
lakhs in 2017-18 and thereafter no credit found in the account as per the statement of account. This indicates
that either stock have been disposed of or the funds have been diverted by the borrower as the sale proceeds
were not routed through our bank account. 2. Capacity to pay but unwilling to pay: Borrower/Guarantor is
having a combined Net-worth of Rs.7.86 Cr. as per theA& L submitted by the Borrower / Guarantor at the time
of sanction in 2014. Thus they are having the capacity to repay but they have not paid the dues.
In view of the above, against the unit, its proprietor and Guarantors for Capacity to pay but unwilling to
pay in term of clause 2.1.3(a), for Diversion of funds to pay in term of clause 2.1.3(b), for Siphoning of
Funds in terms of clause 2.1.3(c) of RBI Master Circular on Wilful Default No.RBI:2015-16/100/DBR.No.CID.
BC.22/ 20.16.003/2015-16 date 01.07.2015, each of you are required by the WDSC to show cause as to why
each of you should not be a declared a wilful defaulter for the reported diversion/siphoning of funds/reasons
specified hereinabove. Please ensure that your reply should reach us on or before 21.03.2022 failing which
the committee would be constrained to proceed further in the matter based on the evidence on record treating
as if you have no reason/explanation to offer in rebuttal.

Stressed Asset Management Branch:Patna
Khajpura, Jagdeopath, Bailey Road, Patna-800014

Branch Manager
For Wilful Defaulter Screening Committee (WDSC)

Date : 04.03.2022
Place : Patna

SHOW CAUSE NOTICE

Government of Odisha
Office of the Chief Construction Engineer,

Rural Works Circle, Sambalpur.
Tel- 0663-2548268, E-mail Id serwcirclesbp@yahoo.com

No: 438 Dated: 02.03.2022
Bid Identification No. Bridge Tender Online - RWCSBP-48/2021-22

The Chief Construction Engineer Rural Works Circle, Sambalpur on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites online percentage
rate Bid from experienced & eligible bidders for 1 (one) no. of Bridge works under BSY for the year 2021-22 in the District of
Bargarh.

O-1772

Procurement Officer Bid Identification
No.

Availability of Tender on-line for
bidding

Last date & time for
seeking clarification

Date & Time of opening of
tender

From To Technical Bid Financial Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construction

Engineer, Rural, Works
Circle, Sambalpur

Bridge Tender
Online- RWCSBP-48

/2021-22

08.03.2022 at
11.00 AM

22.03.2022 upto
5.00 PM

17.03.2022 upto 1.00 PM 23.03.2022 at
11.00 AM

Will be
intimated later

*Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal www.tendersorissa.gov.in. (https//tendersodisha.gov.in)
* Subsequent modification/ corrigendum/ Addendum if required shall appear in website only.
* The amount put to bid is exclusive of GST.
* Biider should inspect the Bridge site before bidding and quote his rate accordingly.

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer
Rural, Works Circle, Sambalpur

OIPR-25091/11/0064/2122

1 Name of work : Bridge works under BSY for the year 2021-22 in the District of Bargarh.

2 No of works : 01 (One) nos as per Annexure.
3 Estimated cost : Approximately Rs. 790.21 lakhs.
4 Class of Contractor. : ‘Special’ and ‘Super’
5 Cost of tender paper and mode of deposit. : Rs. 10,000/- per set. (to be deposited On-line) in favour of concerned Executive Engineer.

6 Mode of submission of tender : Tender should be submitted only On-line in website www.tendersorissa.gov.in
(https//tendersodisha.gov.in)

7 EMD and mode of deposit : No. EMD is required but Bid Security declaration should be furnished by the bidders as
mentioned in DTCN.

8 Summary of key dates are provided below :

Web site : https://mahammb.maharashtra.gov.in
E-mail : ceommb@gmail.com

E-Tender Notice (Year 2021-2022)
Main Portal : https://mahatenders.gov.in

Departmental Portal : www.mahammb.maharashtra.gov.in
DIGITALLY signed E-Tender for following work is invited by Chief Executive Officer,

Maharashtra Maritime Board, Mumbai, from Registered with Government of Maharashtra in
appropriate class and having experience in execution of Marine related civil works, for
following work in B-2 Tender Form.

The details can be viewed online and downloaded directly from the Government of
Maharashtra E-Tendering Portal https://mahatenders.gov.in on sub Portal of Home
Department www.mahammb.maharashtra.gov.in from 03.03.2022 at 1001 hours (IST)
onwards.

The right to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason is reserved.
Sd/-

Executive Engineer,
Maharashtra Maritime Board,

DGIPR/2021-2022/C-4935 Mumbai.

Sr.
No. Name of Work

Approximately
Tender Cost

in Rs.

Earnest Money
Amount

in Rs.

Blank Tender
form amount

in Rs.

Time limit for
Completion

of work

1
Construction of Groynes
Bund at Anjarla, Tal. Dapoli,
Dist. Ratnagiri.

46,95,93,623/- 23,48,000/- 3,540
24 Months
(Including
Monsoon)

HOME DEPARTMENT
(PORTS & TRANSPORT)

MAHARASHTRA MARITIME BOARD
Indian Mercantile Chambers, 3rd Floor,

14 Ramjibhai Kamani Marg,
Ballard Estate, Mumbai-400 001.

Tel. : 022-22658375, Fax : 022-22614331

¦FÈW d½F·FF¦F (¶FaQSm ½F ´FdS½FW³F)
¸FWFSFáÑ ¸FZdSMFB¸F ¶FûOÊ

BadO¹F³F ¸FIÊ ³MFBÕ ¨FZ¸¶FÀFÊ, tSF ¸FªFÕF,
ru SF¸FªFe·FFBÊ I ¸FF³Fe ¸FF¦FÊ, ¶FZÕFOÊ BÀMZM,

¸Fba¶FBÊ-uqq qqr.
QcS²½F³Fe Ii . : qss-sswvytxv,
R G¢ÀF Ii . : qss-sswruttr

PRESS NIT No. 58(2021-22)M-5

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1205(2021-22)

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (T)M-5

S.
No

Name of Work Amount put
to tender

E/Money
(EMD)

Tender Fee
(Non-

Refundable)

Date of release of
Tender/Tender ID No.

Last Date/ time of receipt
of tender

1. Shifting/replacement of old 12” dia. (300 mm
dia.) water line from 150 Double Storey to Andh
Vidhyalaya, New Rajender Nagar under
EE(West)-II AC-39 Rajender Nagar (Re-invite)

R 37,30,743/- R 74,700/- R 500/- Dt. 02.03.2022
2022_DJB_217821_1

14.03.2022 Upto 3.00 PM

2. Improvement of sewerage system by replacing
of old sewer line from A Block to H. No. RB-1 in
Inder Puri and crossing the nallah by trenchless
mehtod to connect into main peripheral sewwer
line under EE(West)- II Rajender Nagar AC-39
(Re-invite).

R 41,10,865/- R 82,300/- R 500/- Dt. 02.03.2022
2022_DJB_217821_2

14.03.2022 Upto 3.00 PM

3. New boring of 5 nos. tube wells in Nehru Nagar,
Prem Nagar and Pubjabi Basti, Anand Parbat
AC-24 under AEE Patel Nagar Constituency
(Re-invite).

R 26,04,192/- R 52,100/- R 500/- Dt. 02.03.2022
2022_DJB_217821_3

14.03.2022 Upto 3.00 PM

4. Re-boring of 8 nos. tube wells in Baljeet Nagar,
Prem Nagar and Nehru Nagar AC-24 under
AEE Patel Nagar Constituency (Re-invite).

R 41,43,099/- R 82,900/- R 500/- Dt. 02.03.2022
2022_DJB_217821_4

14.03.2022 Upto 3.00 PM

“STOP CORONA, Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ADDL. CHIEF ENGINEER (M)-5

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (M)-5
ROOM NO. 312, VARUNALAYA PHASE-I JHANDEWALAN, DELHI-110005.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE
“e” Procurement Notice for Bridge Work

Identification No.- Online Tender- Bridge N.C.B. No. 321
Letter No. 598/WE Date. 03.03.2022

O-1776

Procurement
Officer

Bid
Identification

No.

Availability of
tender On-line for

bidding

Last Date &
Time of
seeking
Tender

Clarification

Date & Time of
Opening of Tender in
O/O C.C.E.R.W. Circle,

Balasore

From To Technical
Bid

Financial
Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief
Construction
Engineer,
Rural Works
Circle,
Balasore

N.C.B. No.-
321

07.03.2022
at 11.00

A.M

22.03.2022
Up to 5.00

P.M

21.03.2022 Up
to 5.00 P.M

23.03.2022
at 11.00

A.M.

Will be
intimated

later.

1. Name of the
Work

:- Bridge Works

2. Total No. of work :- 1 No. (One)

3. Estimated Cost :- Rs. 1067.25 lakhs (Approximately)

4. Eligible Class of
Contractor

:- “Special” Class & “Super” Class (of Odisha
P.W.D.) or relevant Class of other licensing
authorities (as per annexure).

5. Period of
Completion

:- 18 (Eighteen) Calendar months for the work

6. Other details :-

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in
Sd/- Er. S.K. Mishra

Chief Construction Engineer,
R.W. Circle, Balasore

OIPR-25105/11/0037/2122

PRESS NIT No. 47 (Item No. 1, 2 & 3)/(2021-22)

The more details required above can be seen on website www.delhi.govtprocurement.com

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1201(2021-22)

Sd/- (ER. B.L. KURU)
EX. ENGINEER (C) PLANT. WW

C/o CHIEF ENGINEER (WW)

S.
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost

Earnest
Money
(Fresh)

Tender Processing
Fee (Fresh)

Publicaiton date of
tender in e-

procurement Solution

Last date & time for receipt of
tender from e-procurement

solution

1. Special repair/renovation of Administrative Block
at Bawana Water Treatment Plant. (Re-invited)
(Tender ID: 2022_DJB_217905_1)

3791691/- 75900/- 500/- 03.03.2022 16.03.2022

2. Annual / Special reapir of Raw Water Pump House
at Haiderpur W.W. Phase-II
(Tender ID: 2022_DJB_217910_1)

2618105/- 52400/- 500/- 03.03.2022 16.03.2022

3. Annual / Special repair of Filter Houses at
Haiderpur Water Works-I.
(Tender ID: 2022_DJB_217911_1)

4809697/- 96200/- 500/- 03.03.2022 16.03.2022

“STOP CORONA: WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (WATER WORKS)
DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. DELHI

CHANDRAWAL: WATER WORKS NO. II CIVIL LINES: DELHI-54
Office Telephone No.:- 23815504

E-mail: eecplantww.djb@gmail.com

NIT NO. 03/Dy. SE(P) SR.II/ (2021-22)

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1210(2021-22)

Sd/-
Dy. SE (P) SR-II

S.
No

Name of Work Estimated
Cost

Tender
Fee

Date of Release of
tender in

E-procurement Solution &
Tender ID No.

Last Date/ Time of receipt
of tender through

E-procurement Solution

1. Desilting of 1000 mm size and above diameter peripheral
trunk sewer lines in the command of Dwarka STP with vac-
uum super sucker and jetting cum suction machines with
water recycling technology.

Item Rate Rs
1500/-

04.03.2022
2022_DJB_218040_1

25.03.2022 up to 3:00 PM

“STOP CORONA” (I) Wear Mask, (II) Follow Physical Distancing (III) Maintain Hand Hygiene”

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (C)-4

ROOM NO. 307, VARUNALAYA PHASE-I JHANDEWALAN, KAROL BAGH NEW DELHI:-110005.
Tele # 23518239, # 9650311440

PRESS NIT NO-79 (2021-22)

Further details in this regards can be seen at https://delhi.govtprocurement.com

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1200(2021-22)

Sd/-
V.K. Chauhan

Ex. ENGINEER (T)-2

SI.
No

Name of Work Amount put
to tender

Date of release of
tender in E-

Procurement solution

Last date/ time of receipt
of tender E-Procurement

solution

1 Replacement of 300 mm dia sewer line and Making
Interconneciton with Loni road 450 mm dia sewer line at
Ashok Marg in AC-64 Under ACE (M)-2 Re-invited

27,66,089.00 03.03.2022
2022_DJB_217944_1

14.03.2022
3:10 PM

“Stop Corona; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ACE(M)-2

2142 JANTA FLATS G.T.B. ENCLAVE DELHI-110093

NIT No: 10 (2021-22)

Note: Any further amendment/ corrigendum made in this NIT will be uploaded and can only be seen on website
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1212 (2021-22)

Sd/- (P.K. Sharma)
E.E.(Project)W-VIII

Name of work
Amount put to
Tender (Rs.)

Eearnest
Money

Tender Processing
Fee (Rs.)

Completion
Period

Last date of Tender
Download

P/L 600 mm dia water line for disposal
of waste water from Bhagirathi WTP
to Gazipur drain.
Tender ID:- 2022_DJB_218030_1

Rs.
1,33,75,141/-

Rs. 2,67,502/-
(to be

transmitted
through RTGS)

Rs. 1000/-
(Non-Refundable)

04 Months

22.03.2022
upto 3:00 PM

STOP CORONA : WASH YOUR HANDS WEAR MASK MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCE

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE CE (W) PR-I / EE (PR) W-VIII

A-BUILDING, VARUNALAYA, JHANDEWALAN, NEW DELHI-110005
Phone No:- 011-23533083, Email:- eeprojectw8@gmail.com

RAMA DEVI WOMEN’S UNIVERSITY,
VIDYA VIHAR, BHUBANESWAR-751022

Walk-in interview
A walk-in interview for in state students and online interview for out state
students will be conducted for two (02) temporary position of (Junior
Research Fellow 01 & Project Assistant 01) women candidates only for the
project entitled “Development of rapid diagnostic kit for early detection of
rhizome rot in turmeric and ginger” funded by DST, Govt. of India New
Delhi on 11.03.2022 (Wednesday) at 11 AM in Dept. of Life Sciences, Rama
Devi Women’s University. Details are available at www.rdwuniversity.nic.in.

Sd/- Registrar

CAD-3068

OIPR-11031/11/0020/2122

New Delhi
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AIR FORCE EVENT POSTPONED
AnIAF aircraftduringafulldressrehearsalof the ‘VayuShakti2022’exercise,at theAirForce
firingrange inPokhran,Rajasthan,onFriday. Theevent,whichwasscheduledtobeheldon
Monday,was laterpostponed.Noreasonsweregiven. PTI

NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR,MARCH4

FRIDAY PRAYERS resumed for
the first time in30weeks at the
Jama Masjid in Srinagar's
Nowhatta after the administra-
tion's approval.
Congregations at the grand

mosque hadmostly been pro-
hibited since August 5, 2019,
when Jammu and Kashmir's
special status under Article 370
was revoked. Later, the lock-
downwas extended due to the
Covidpandemic.MirwaizUmar
Farooq, who led prayers at the
mosque, continues to remain in
housedetention since the revo-
cationof thespecial status.
Sourcesintheadministration

told The Indian Express that
“there isadiscussionwithinthe
establishment to release
Mirwaiz Farooq ahead of
Ramzan”, which begins in the

firstweekofApril.
Octogenarian Imam Hai

Moulana Ahmad Syed
Naqshbandi delivered the ser-
monat thepackedmosque and
appealed forFarooq’s release.
He emphasised that “the re-

peated ban” is causing anxiety

and restlessness among people
and “violates” the right to prac-
tise religion.
Before Friday, prayers were

held in the first week of August
2020. In 2019, theywere disal-
lowed for 26 weeks and 21
weeks in2020.

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

THEGOVERNMENTiscommitted
toexpandingAurovilleintoa‘city’
in linewith the existingMaster
Plan, amidreaffirmedsupport to
the experimental townshipdur-
ing the first Auroville Festival to
markthe150thbirthanniversary
yearofSriAurobindo.
Founded in 1968 by Mirra

Alfassa–knownas‘TheMother’
—Aurovillecurrentlyhasapop-
ulationof3200people,withthe
Auroville Foundation owning
3,300 acres of land. A plan,
knownastheGalaxyPlan,envis-
agesacityof 50,000residents.
Created on the lines of the

Galaxy Plan, the Auroville
UniversalTownshipMasterPlan
(perspective 2025) was ap-

proved by the HRDMinistry in
April, 2001.
Lastyear,however, itsexecu-

tion split the township, with a
sectionofresidentsprotestingin
Decemberagainstfellingoftrees
for the project. The Southern
Bench of the National Green
Tribunal also issued an interim
stay on the felling. Tamil Nadu
Governor R N Ravi said the
Centre, however, remains com-
mitted to theexpansionplan.
Speaking on a panel on

‘Practicalmanifestationofthecity
and the role of UNESCO and
Government of India’ lastweek,
Ravi,who is also thechairmanof
Auroville’sGoverningBody, said:
“Unfortunately,wehave seen a
largenumberofgroups,factions…
Wearestill trappedataverysub-
ordinatelevel.Ithastoevolve.But
thisevolutioncan’tbedonebythe

government…Motherhadgiven
a design of what the township
shouldbelike.Thatisthephysical
infrastructureof thattownship…
Thegovernment of India is only
doingthatpart.”Aspartof itssup-
port, the Centre has in the last
oneyeardoubleditsgranttothe
AurovilleFoundation,fromRs15
crore toRs31crore.
JayantiRavi,aseniorbureau-

cratcurrentlytheSecretaryofthe
AurovilleFoundation,saidthein-
creaseis inviewof thefestivalas
wellas forseveralprojects.
“In termsof thetimeline,we

want to see it happen in a 5-10
yearwindow and the budget is
Rs 1,100 crore for five years,”
JayantiRavi said.

(THEAUTHORVISITED
AUROVILLEATTHE
INVITATIONOFTHE

AUROVILLEFOUNDATION)

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH4

KERALA UNIT of CPI(M) on
Fridayinfuseditsstatecommit-
tee and state secretariat with
somenewblood,effectingade-
cisionof theparty'scentralcom-
mittee to fix 75 as the age limit
for the leaders in party bodies.
Politburo member Kodiyeri
Balakrishnan was, however,
electedasthestatesecretaryfor
the third consecutive term.
Therestructuringofthestate-

level bodies comes on the heels
of theparty'sdecision in the last
year’sAssemblyelectionsnot to
fieldaleaderwhohadbeenaleg-
islatorfortwoconsecutiveterms.
In thenew17-member state

secretariat, the only leader aged
above 75 is Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan. Among the
eight newmembers, themost
conspicuous is the presence of
Public Works Department
Minister and Vijayan’s son-in-
law PAMohammed Riyas, who
is nowemerging as theMuslim
face of the CPI(M) in Kerala.

FormerMPPKBiju,formerlegis-
latorMSwarajandVijayan’spo-
litical secretary Puthalath
Dinesan are among the young
faces in the state secretariat.
Central committee members
Thomas Isaac, AK Balan, PK
SreemathiandEPJayarajanhave
alsomade it to the state secre-
tariat, another central commit-
teemember ElamaramKareem
wasdropped.RiyasandKareem
hail fromKozhikodedistrict.
Inthe88-memberstatecom-

mittee, the16newfaces include
DYFI leader AA Rahim and SFI
leader V P Sanu. Prominent
leaderPSasi,whohadoncebeen
suspended from the party on
chargesofsexualmisconduct,re-
turnedtothestatecommittee.
Rajya Sabha member John

Brittaswasmade invitee to the
statecommittee,whileafewoth-
ers who were dropped on ac-
countoftheagelimit,weremade
special invitees. Former chief
minister VS Achuthanandan,
whohadretiredfromactivepol-
iticsduetoillhealth,wasretained
asoneofthespecialinvitees.The
state committeehas13women,
threeof themarenewentrants.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BHOPAL,MARCH4

THE MADHYA Pradesh High
Court has ordered the removal
ofastatueofArjunSingh,thelate
Congress Chief Minister, from a
trijunction in Bhopal — along
with all other statues at roads
that have been erected in the
state since January18,2013.
In its order on Thursday, the

Benchof JusticesSheelNaguand
PurushaindraKumarKauravim-
posedafineofRs30,000onfour
government agencies and also
prohibited the erection of any
more statuesat roadsandother
suchplacesacross thestate.
Thepetition—filedin2019by

Jabalpur-based advocate
GreeshamJain—hadarguedthat
the 10-foot statue of Singh had
come up in place of a statue of
freedomfighterChandrashekhar
Azad—whichhadbeenremoved

forhinderingtheflowof traffic.
The court directed the

BhopalMunicipalCorporationto
remove Singh’s statue from the
Nankepetrolpumptri-section.
Theorderstated:“Thestate is

directedbyawritofmandamusto
removeallstatueserectedonpub-
licroads,pavements,sidewaysand
anyotherpublicutilityplaceatany
village, town or city situated
within MP, which had been
erectedonorafter18.01.2013.”
Speaking to The Indian

Express,GrishamJainwelcomed
thecourt’sverdictandsaid:“My
onlycontentionisthatwhilethe
statue of Chandra Shekar Azad
wasremovedasitwasobstruct-
ing traffic, how is that former
Singh’sstatuewasnotobstruct-
ing the traffic.” The cost of Rs
30,000istobepaidinequalpro-
portionbyfourrespondents, in-
cluding the state of Madhya
Pradesh through the Chief
Secretaryandothers.

AVINASHNAIR
GANDHINAGAR,MARCH4

DEFEXPO-2022, the country’s
premierdefenceexhibitionpro-
posedtobeheldinGandhinagar
betweenMarch 10 and 14 has
beenpostponed,theMinistryof
Defence (MoD)saidonFriday.
Preparations were in full

swingasseveralarmouredvehi-
cles and aircraft had already
started arriving ahead of the
eventwith.
However, Bharat Bhushan

Babu,MoD spokesperson, cited
“logistics problems being faced
by participants" for postponing
theevent ina tweetFriday.
Russia and Ukraine were

among the 70 countries ex-
pectedtoparticipateintheexpo.
However, defence industry

sources said therewere linger-
ing concerns aboutRussianand
Ukrainian participation in the
event after the war began last
week.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAIPUR,MARCH4

ARAIPUR-BASEDjournalistwas
arrestedonWednesdayafterhe
wrote political satires allegedly
critical of the Congress-ruled
Chhattisgarhgovernment.
ThecomplaintagainstNilesh

Sharma, editor of
Indiawriters.co.in and itsmaga-
zine, was filed by Congress
memberKhilawanNishadwith
the Raipur cyber police. Nishad
allegedthatthefictionalcharac-
ters in Sharma’s articles under
his ‘GhurwaKeMaati'columnre-
sembled state ministers and
Congress legislators. He also
claimedthat the journalistused
derogatory remarks in his col-
umn and drove a wedge be-
tweenministers.
After forming the govern-

ment in 2018, the Congress had
promised a law to protect jour-
nalists against harassment. A
draft bill was shared with the

public for feedback lastyear.
Sharmahasbeenbookedun-

derIPCsections505(publicmis-
chief)505(1)(whoevermakesor
publishes rumour) and 505 (2)
(promotingenmityorhatred).
“We have registered the FIR

as Sharmawaswritingbaseless
articles spreadingmisinforma-
tionandrumors,”aseniorpolice
officersaid.Themediafraternity
inthestatetermedthearrestan
attempt to curb dissent against
thestategovernment.
In the police complaint,

Sharmahasbeenaccusedofbe-
ingrightwing.However,hehad
published similar political arti-
cles critical of the erstwhile BJP
government.
In a separate incident, a jour-

nalist was beaten up by a BJP
leaderinRaipuronThursday.BJP’s
Durg Zila Panchayat member
MonuSahuwasarrestedandre-
mandedtojailfor15daysthefol-
lowingday.According to the FIR,
SahubeatupjournalistDhirendra
Girioverapersonalenmity.

Defence expo
put off; Russia,
Ukraine were
to participate

150THBIRTHANNIVERSARYYEAROFSRIAUROBINDO

‘Govt committed to help in
Auroville expansion plan’

Remove statues from
roads, HC tells MP govt

Jama Masjid prayers resume after 30
weeks; admin talks Mirwaiz release

FridayprayersatSrinagar’sGrandMosque. ShuaibMasoodi

Kerala CPM state panels
infused with new blood

Raipur journalist
held for writing
satire against govt
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THESUPREMECourthastermed
“unprecedented”and“shocking”
the Punjab and Haryana High
Court order granting protection
fromarresttoformerPunjabDGP
SumedhSinghSaini,whohasac-
cusedthestategovernmentofat-
tempts to falsely implicate him,
in cases “pending or likely to be
registered” against him till the
PunjabAssemblyelectionisover.
“Howcanfuturecourseofac-

tionbestayed?Itisshocking,and
the three of us feel that it is un-
precedented. This will require
hearing,” a three-judge bench
headed by Chief Justice of India
NVRamanasaidonFriday.
The High Court order had

been passed by a single-judge
bench on September 10, 2021,
while hearing a plea by Saini
whohadrequestedthat investi-
gationincasesregisteredagainst
him be handed over to “CBI or
any other independent agency
outside thePunjab”.
SainihadtoldtheHighCourt

he feared being falsely impli-
cated in criminal cases “on ac-
count ofmalice,mala fides and
ulterior motives on part of the
political party in power in the
Punjab”.
The Punjab government ap-

pealedagainst theorder inSC.
The SC bench, also compris-

ing Justices A S Bopanna and
HimaKohli,saiditwillrequestthe
Chief Justice of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court to himself
hear Saini's plea or assign it to a

differentjudgethanthantheone
who had passed the order and
disposeofthepetitionwithintwo
weeks.“Wewillkeepthismatter
(appeal)pending,”theSCsaid.
The Assembly election in

PunjabwasheldonFebruary20.
VoteswillbecountedMarch10.
InitsSeptember10order,the

Punjab and Haryana HC had
grantedSainiprotectionfromar-
rest after considering it to be “a
caseofexceptionalcircumstances
andhardshipbeingcausedtothe
petitioner by theStateof Punjab
(onpoliticalgrounds)”.
“Therewillbeaclearstayfor

thearrest of thepetitioner inall
casespendingorlikelytobereg-
isteredorregisteredorwherehe
issought tobe implicated inthe
aid of Section 120-B IPC except
FIR No.77, where thematter is
pending before the Hon'ble
Supreme Court, till the General
ElectionintheStateofPunjab...,”
ithadsaid.
Onwhy it passed the order,

the single-judge bench said:
“[A]fter hearing the learned
counsel for the parties, I find
merit in the submissionsmade
bylearnedseniorcounselforthe
petitioner that involvement of
the petitioner inmultiple cases
canbeapoliticalployinwakeof
thecoming... elections”
The'FIR77'isrelatedtothedis-

appearanceof a junior engineer,
Balwant SinghMultani, in 1991.
WhilethepolicesaidMultanihad
escaped fromcustody,his family
allegedhewasabductedfromhis
homebyofficialsoperatingunder
the instructions of Saini and tor-
turedwhileincustody.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PATNA,MARCH4

FOURTEEN PEOPLE, including
fivemembersofonefamily,were
killedand10otherswereinjured
in a blast at an illegal firecracker
manufacturing unit inside a
house in Bihar’s Bhagalpur dis-
trict on Thursday night, police
said.
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi spoke to Chief Minister
NitishKumar to seekanupdate
on relief and rescueoperations,
as the state police on Friday or-
deredaprobeby thePatnaAnti
Terrorist Squad (ATS).
“The news of loss of human

lives inBihar's Bhagalpurblast is
painful. Iwish the inured fast re-
covery.IhavealsospokentoNitish
Kumar regarding the aspects re-
lated to the incident.
Administrationhasbeendoingre-
liefandrescueoperationsandthe
affected are being helped in all
possibleways,”thePMtweeted.

BiharCMNitishKumarsaid:
“Ihavetakenfullstockof thesit-
uationfromstatechiefsecretary
and DGP. The matter is being
probed andwe aremonitoring
relief and rescue operations...
and the injured are being
treated.”
Policesaidtheincidenthap-

pened at Kajiwalichak under

Tatarpur police station around
11.30 pm Thursday, at a house
owned by one Mohammed
Azad. Azad, police said, had
rented out the house to to
Leelawati Devi, who, besides
four of her family, is among the
14killed.
Primaryinvestigationsbythe

policehavesuggestedthehouse

ran an unlicensed firecracker
manufacturing unit, Bihar DGP
SK Sibghal told reporters. “ATS
will probe thematter. FSL sam-
ples are being collected. Gun
powder and iron nails, used in
making crude bombs and fire-
crackers have been seized from
thespot,”hesaid.
Theinjuredarebeingtreated

at Jawaharlal Nehru Medical
CollegeandHospital,policesaid.
Theintensityof theblastwas

suchthatthreeadjoininghouses
werealsodamaged.
Thein-chargeofTatarpurpo-

lice station, Sudhanshu Kumar,
hasbeen suspended forderelic-
tionofduty.
BhagalpurSSPBaburamsaid

Noarresthavebeenmadesofar.
“Wehave beenbusywith relief
and rescue operations and
wouldlookintothematterthor-
oughly soon.Wedid find viola-
tion of adherence of the police
manual by local police station
incharge and have suspended
him,”he said.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE,MARCH4

SIXRESIDENTSof aPune locality
bargedintotheresidenceofthree
womenlateonWednesdaynight
andthrashedthemwithslippers
allegedly because they objected
to the latter wearing shorts
aroundthearea.
Thethreewomen,intheir20s,

are paying guests at a house in
Kharadi. Police said twoof them
are software engineersworking
inPune.
Policealsosaidtherehavebeen

quarrels in thepastbetween the
ownerofthehousethewomenlive
inandthepersonswhothrashed
them.Noarresthasbeenmadeyet.
Theownerof thehouse,a32-

year-oldwoman,filedacomplaint
at theChandanNagarpolice sta-
tion on Thursday. Based on her
complaint,anFIRwaslodgedand
the police booked six people—
Alka Pathare, Sachin Pathare,
Ketan Pathare, Seema Pathare,
Shital Pathare andKiranPathare
—under trespass, causing hurt,
and criminal intimidation
charges,amongothers.
According to the complaint,

the residentswere allegedly an-
gered by the women wearing
shortsaroundthelocality.Around
10.15pmonWednesday, the ac-
cused persons allegedly forced
theirwayintothehouse,thrashed
thewomenwith their footwear,
abused the complainant, and
threatenedtodemolishthehouse.
Assistant Police Inspector

ManoharSonawanesaid inves-
tigation is on in the case. Police
are also examining CCTV
footageof thesceneoutsidethe
house.
The complainant in this case

said, “Accused persons aremy
neighbours. They had a quarrel
with us even in the past. Some
girlsandwomenhavebeenstay-
ingasPGatourhouseforthelast
fewmonthsandtheydonottrou-
bleanyone...”

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

THEDELHIHighCourt on Friday
told historian VikramSampath
that academics arewellwithin
their rights to debate about pla-
giarism allegations against him
andaskedhimtodesist from fil-
ingapplicationseveryweekseek-
inginjunctionagainstthem.
“Youcannotcurtaildiscussion

on the subject in the academic
world.Yourcauseofactionisonly
qua the defendants,who are al-
legedlydefamingyou, so for that
thecourthaspassedanorder.But
if academicians of theworld are
of the view that youhadplagia-
risedorsomething,youcannotget
aninjunctionagainst(a)thousand
people who are talking about
this,”JusticeAmitBansalsaiddur-

ing thehearingof anapplication
filedbySampathseekingremoval
ofcertaintweetspostedbyhisto-
rianAudreyTruschke.
OnFebruary18,thecourthad

restrained Truschke, Ananya
Chakrabarti and Rohit Chopra
from furtherpublicationof their
letteraccusinghistorianSampath
of plagiarismwith respect tohis
two-volume biography of
VinayakDamodar Savarkar. On
February 24, the court directed
Twitter to takedownTruschke’s
fivetweets.
On Friday, Sampath, through

his counsel, told the court that
Truschkehasnowpostedanopen
letter of support by “75+ con-
cerned scholars forDrs. Ananya
Chakravarti, Rohit Chopra, and
AudreyTruschke regarding their
servicetotheprofessionandaca-
demic freedom in calling atten-

tiontoDr.VikramSampath'spla-
giarism”. He sought removal of
fivemoreofTruschke'stweetsand
also blocking of her account in
India.
However, Justice Bansal ob-

served that there is nothing
defamatory in the letterandthat
thereisalsonothingwronginher
postingit. “Youalsogetalettercir-
culated inyoursupport.Youalso
get a letter circulated thatwhat
youaresayingiscorrect.
“You cannot curtail opinions

whichareappearingonsocialme-
dia. Iamnotgoingtopassanyor-
der.”Sampath’ssuitoriginallyper-
tains to the letter by the three
US-basedacademicsonFebruary
11, addressed to the Royal
Historical Society,where he is a
Fellow.TheyaskedtheSociety to
subject Sampath’s bodyofwork
toscrutiny.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Friday filed a
chargesheet against five sus-
pectedKhalistanioperativesina
case of arms and narcotics
smuggling fromacross the bor-
derviadrones.
The chargesheet has been

filed against Harmesh Singh,
DarveshSingh,GurmukhSingh,
Gagandeep Singh and Lakhbir
Singh Rode — all residents of
Punjab.
“Investigation has revealed

that the chargesheetedaccused
persons had smuggled illegal
consignments of arms, ammu-
nition, explosives and narcotics
fromacrosstheIndo-Pakborder
to carry out terror activities in
India,” the NIA said in a state-
ment.
According to NIA, these ille-

gal consignmentswere sent by
absconding accused Lakhbir
Singh Rode (chief of ISYF, a
banned terrorist organisation)
andhisassociatesfromPakistan
viadrones.
“These consignments were

received by the co-accused and
further discreetly passed on to
other accusedpersons involved
in the conspiracy to carry out
subversive activities in India.
Incriminating evidences have
been found against all the
chargesheeted accused per-
sons,” theNIAstatementsaid.
The casewas initially regis-

tered atMamdot police station
in Ferozepur, Punjab on August
8lastyear.NIAtookoverthecase
inNovember thatyear.
Rode, incidentally, isalsobe-

ing probed in connectionwith
the 2020 killing of Balwinder
Singh Sandhu in Punjab's Tarn
Tarandistrict.
A Shaurya Chakra recipient,

Sandhuwasgunneddownathis
home in Tarn Taran’s
Bhikhiwindbytwounidentified
bikersonOctober16,2020.

Bihar: 14 dead in blast at illegal cracker unit
PM DIALSBIHARCM;ATSTOPROBECASE

Theunitwasillegallyoperatingfromahouse.PrasannaKumarDas

Can’t curb discussion in academia:
High Court to Savarkar biographer

WillaskHCCJ tohearSaini’spleaor
assign it todifferent judge, sayscourt

HC protectionto
Punjabex-topcop
infuturecases
‘shocking’:SC

NewDelhi:Daysbeforehisretire-
ment, the Centre on Friday ap-
pointed Delhi High Court Chief
Justice DNPatel as chairperson
of the Telecom Disputes
Settlement and Appellate
Tribunal (TDSAT). Justice Patel
retiresasChief JusticeoftheHigh
CourtonMarch12.
The Ministry of

Communications in an order
said that the Cabinet
Appointments Committee has
approved the appointment of
Justice Patel for four years. He
willreceiveasalaryofRs2.5lakh
permonth.
Justice Patel,whohails from

Gujarat, was appointed as a
judge in March 2004. He was
madeChief JusticeofDelhiHigh
Court in June 2019. Hewas ear-
lier the Acting Chief Justice of
JharkhandHighCourt. ENS

NIA charges
five suspected
Khalistanis for
arms smuggling

PUNE

Six barge into
house, thrash
women ‘for
wearing shorts’

Justice Patel to
head telecom
disputes tribunal
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TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

DASHBOARD,ASONMARCH3

TOTAL TESTS 77,09,73,356

INDIA TOTAL DOSES 178,29,13,060
(Adults 1st dose: 90,98,41,583;2nd: 76,81,08,252; 15-18agegroup
1st dose: 5,51,46,865;2nd:2,94,46,462;Precautionary: 2,03,69,898)

Newcases
6,396

Active cases
69,897

Deaths
201

Weekly CFR:0.56% | Overall CFR: 1.20% | Total deaths:5,14,589

TESTSONMARCH3 WEEKLYPOSITIVITY OVERALLPOSITIVITY
9,23,351 0.90% 5.57%

732
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

State ONMARCH3 Weekly
Newcases Activecases Deaths positivity

Kerala 2,222 19,855 161 7.15%
Mizoram 569 5,483 2 16.80%
Maharashtra 467 4,953 13 0.97%
Karnataka 382 3,928 10 0.76%
Delhi 326 1,588 3 0.85%
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SHYAMLALYADAV
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

SINCETHE late 1960s, communities that are
now identified as Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) havebeenan important factor in the
politicsofUttarPradesh.Forthelast30years,
theBJPhasworkedtobuildabaseamongnon-
YadavOBCs to takeontheSamajwadiParty’s
formidable Yadav-Muslim combine; in the
weeks leadingup to theAssembly elections,
however,severalnon-YadavOBCleadersbroke
fromtheBJP and joined theSP.OnMarch10,
thechoicesmadebyOBCvoters coulddeter-
minewhoformsUP’snextgovernment.

Numbers, reservation
TheNational Commission for Backward

Classes (NCBC) lists 76 castes (using156 sur-
names)fromUPinthecentrallistfor27%reser-
vation. TheMandalCommission report, sub-
mittedin1980andimplementedin1994,said
OBCswere52%of India’s population. The re-
port of the National Sample Survey
Organisation’s (NSSO’s) 61st round, released
inOctober2006,however,putitat41%.
InUP,aSocial JusticeCommitteesetupby

thenChiefMinisterRajnathSinghin2001es-
timatedOBCstobe43.13%(54.05%inruralar-
eas).AmongOBCs,thereportestimatedYadavs
tobe19.4%,Kurmis7.46%,Kachhi-Kushwaha-
Shakya-Maurya-Saini-Mali6.69%,Lodhs4.9%,
Jats(whoareOBCinUP)3.6%,Kewat(Nishad)
4.33%, Shepherd-Pal-Baghel 4.43%, Kahar-
Kashyap3.31%,andBhar-Rajbhar2.44%.
Therehasbeennocastecensussince1931,

sothesenumbersareonlyestimates.Political
partiescollectseat-wiseinformationoncastes
fromtheirworkersontheground.
ACommissionforBackwardClassesconsti-

tuted inUP inOctober1975under the chair-
manship of Chhedilal Sathi recommended
29.50%reservation forOBCs,with17%of that
goingtothemostbackwardcommunities.
RamNareshYadav’s Janata Party govern-

mentimplemented15%reservationingovern-
ment jobsforOBCsinUPin1977. In1994, the
SP-BSP government headed byMulayam
SinghYadavincreaseditto27%.
At the central level, the Kaka Kalelkar

Commission, constituted in1953, submitted
itsreportin1955.TheBPMandalCommission
was set up in 1978. Leaders such as Ram
ManoharLohiaraisedtheirvoice for thewel-
fareofOBCs.

CharanSingh toMulayam
TheUPAssemblyelectionof1967sawsig-

nificantshiftsinsocialequations.TheBharatiya
JanaSangh(BJS),precursortotheBJP,won98
seats,ridingthesupportfrombackwardfarm-
ingcommunities.OBCleadersandfutureCMs
KalyanSingh(BJS)andMulayamSinghYadav
(Samyukta Socialist Party) entered the
Assembly for the first time, and Jat leader
ChaudharyCharanSinghbecameCMafterde-
fectingfromtheCongress.
In eastern UP, where there are no Jats,

CharanSinghreceivedsupportfromcommu-
nitiessuchasYadavsandKurmis.Asignificant
number of BJSMLAs in the 1967Assembly
werefromthesecommunities,butintheyears
afterthat,theirbasesshiftedloyaltytoCharan
Singh,who remained theirmostwidely ac-
ceptedleaderuntilhisdemisein1987.
VPSingh,whobrokefromtheCongressin

the late 1980s, received support fromOBC
leadersMulayam inUP, Lalu Prasad inBihar,
and Sharad Yadav fromMP. The Jats of UP,
Haryana,andRajasthantoothrewtheirweight
behind him.His announcement during his
IndependenceDayspeechof1990,onimple-
mentationoftheMandalCommissionreport,
strengthenedOBCconsolidationfurther.
InUP,Mulayam,whohadbecomeCMin

1989,gotthesupportofMuslimswithhishard
opposition to theBJP’sHindutva, andof sev-
eral non-Yadav OBC communities, and
emergedasthepre-eminentleaderofOBCsin
the1990s.

BJP’sKalyanandRajnath
TheBJPmounteditsownOBCfaceagainst

Mulayam, and after the elections of 1991,
KalyanSingh, a LodhRajput, becameCM.As
Mulayam’s support base outside its Yadav-
Muslimcore started to fragment, Kalyan ral-
liedseveralsmallerOBCcommunitiesbehind

theBJP.Itwasaroundthistime,asseveralcom-
munitiesstartedtoasserttheiridentitiesinthe
post-Mandal years, that ‘non-YadavOBC’ en-
tered thepolitical lexiconof UP. Kalyannur-
turedthisconstituency,andensuredtheirrep-
resentation in party posts and in the
distributionofelectiontickets.
Kalyan’s successor RamPrakashGupta

(Nov1999-Oct2000)granted JatsOBCstatus
inUP.Working toweakenMulayamandBSP
chiefMayawati, the government of Rajnath
Singh,who succeededGupta, cameupwith
theideaof"reservationwithinreservation"to
divideOBCsandDalits.
TheSocial JusticeCommittee constituted

byRajnath’sgovernmentinJune2001submit-
teditsreportthatAugust.Itspurposewasseen
tobetoalienateYadavsfromotherOBCcastes,
andJatavs fromotherSCcastes.Acommittee
headedbyHukumSinghrecommendedthat
the21%quotaforScheduledCastesshouldbe
splitbetween Jatavs (10%)andtheremaining
65SC castes (11%). In the27%OBCquota, the
shareofYadavsshouldbekeptto5%,thecom-
mitteerecommended,with9%goingtoeight
othercastes,andtherestto70othercastes.
The planwas quashed by the Supreme

Court,andintheelectionsof2002,theBJPwas
reducedto88seatsoutof403intheAssembly.

OBCpoliticspost 2002
Thesuccessofidentitypoliticsinspiredsev-

eralotherleaderstoseekrecognitionforthem-
selvesandtheircommunities.SonelalPatel,a
KurmileaderwhowasearlierwiththeBSP,had
formed the Apna Dal in 1995. In 2002, he
fielded351 candidates including59Kurmis,
andwonthreeseats;allthreeMLAs,however,
defectedtotheSPlater.
In October 2002, another former BSP

leader, Om Prakash Rajbhar, formed the
SuheldevBharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP),with
its base in the Rajbhar community. Several
yearslater, in2016,SanjayNishadformedthe
Nirbal Indian Shoshit Hamara Aam Dal
(NISHAD), claimingsupport fromtheNishad
community.
After Sonelal Patel’s death, his daughters

went their separateways. The faction ledby
AnupriyaPatel is in alliancewith theBJP, the
otherfaction,ledbyPallaviPatel,iswiththeSP.
Rajbhar is nowwith the SP alliance, while
NishadiswiththeBJP.

Modi-Yogi years
Ahead of the Lok Sabha polls of 2014,

NarendraModifocusedstronglyonsocialen-
gineering.InUP,withthehelpofKalyanSingh
whohad returned to theBJP,Modi andAmit
Shahdeviseda strategy thatwouldbring the
party73outof80seats,withtwomoregoing
toitsallyApnaDal.
The strategypaidoff again in2017,when

Amit Shah camped inUPandKeshavPrasad
Mauryawasmadepresidentof theBJP’sstate
unit. The partywon312 seats, and its allies
ApnaDalandSBSP(whichwasthenwiththe
BJP)won9and4respectively.TheBJP’ssweep
indicatedthatbarringafewOBCcastes,most
othershadbackedtheparty.
Non-YadavOBCleadersflockedtotheBJP.

KeshavMauryawasjoinedbySwamiPrasad
Maurya, whowas onceMayawati’s trusted
lieutenant;withBabuSinghKushwahahav-
ing left already, the BSP lost amajor part of
its OBC base to the BJP. Nonia leader Dara
SinghChauhancameover.TheBJPlaunched
a campaign to brand the SP as a party that
tookcareofonlyYadavsandMuslims,anar-
rative thatMulayam’s then badly divided
party failedtocounter.
The SP andBSP joinedhands for the Lok

Sabhaelectionsof 2019, but theBJP stillwon
62 seats, and theApnaDalwon two. TheBJP
hadpromised sub-categorisationof OBCs in
2014and2017,andaCommissionheadedby
JusticeGRohinihasbeen lookingat the issue
sinceOctober 2017.A separate committee at
the state level under Justice Raghavendra
Kumar has submitted its report to the state
government.
Swami PrasadMaurya and Chauhan are

nolongerwiththeBJP.EveryOBCleaderthat
haslefttheBJPaheadofthe2022electionshas
accused theYogi Adityanath government of
being unfair to these communities. On the
other hand, SP leader Akhilesh Yadav has
reachedout tonon-YadavOBCswith several
electionpromises.
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MEGHALAYAHASwithdrawnconsent tothe
CBItoinvestigatecasesinthestate,becoming
the ninth state to do so. LastNovember, the
SupremeCourt had expressed concernover
theCBI’s submission that since2018, around
150 requests for sanction to investigate had
beenpendingwith the eight states that had
withdrawngeneralconsentuntilthen.

Whatgeneral consentmeans
UnderSection6oftheDelhiSpecialPolice

Establishment(DSPE)Act,1946,theCBImust
obtaintheconsentofthestategovernmentbe-
fore beginning an investigation in a state. In
contrast, theNational InvestigationAgency,
governedbyTheNIAAct, 2008, has jurisdic-
tionacrossthecountry.
Thestategovernment’sconsenttotheCBI

canbeeithercase-specificorgeneral.General

consentisnormallygiventohelptheCBIprobe
corruption cases against central government
employeesinthestateconcerned.Withoutit,
the CBIwould have to apply to the state in
everycase,andbeforetakingeveryaction.

The9 states
Since 2015, Mizoram (in 2015); West

Bengal (2018); Chhattisgarh (2019); Punjab,
Maharashtra,Rajasthan,Kerala,Jharkhand(all
2020) andnowMeghalayahavewithdrawn
general consent to the CBI. In 2018, Andhra
Pradesh (then ruled by the TDP) toowith-
drawn consent, but restored itwhenYSRCP
cametopowerin2019.
Sevenoftheseninestates—theexceptions

beingMeghalayaandMizoram—areruledby
theanti-BJPopposition.Mizoramwasruledby
theCongresswhen itwithdrewgeneral con-
sent in 2015, buthasn’t restored it afterNDA
allyMNFcametopower.At thetimeofwith-
drawingconsent,all statesallegedtheCentre
wasusingtheCBItotargettheopposition.

Whatwithdrawalmeans
ItmeanstheCBIwillnotbeabletoregister

anyfreshcaseinvolvingofficialsofthecentral
government or a private person in the state
withoutthestategovernment’sconsent.
TheCalcuttaHighCourtrecentlyruledthat

theCBIcannotbestoppedfromprobingacen-
tral government employee in another state.
TheorderhasbeenchallengedintheSupreme
Court. Last July, the CalcuttaHC ruled that a
central government employee could not be
“distinguished”justbecausehisofficewaslo-
cated in a state that hadwithdrawngeneral
consent. It saidwithdrawalof consentwould
applyincaseswhereexclusivelystategovern-
mentemployeeswereinvolved.

What isdoesn’tmean
Evenwhenconsentiswithdrawn,theCBI

retains thepower to investigate cases regis-
teredbeforethewithdrawal.Also,incasesreg-
isteredanywhere else in the country, involv-
ing individuals stationed in these states, the

CBI’s jurisdictionextendstothesestates.
ThereisambiguityonwhethertheCBIcan

carry out a search in connectionwith anold
casewithoutthestate’sconsent,buttheagency
hastheoptiontogetasearchwarrantfromalo-
calcourt. Forasurprisesearch,itcanuseCrPC
Section 166,which allows apolice officer of
onejurisdictiontoaskanofficerofanotherto
carryoutasearchontheirbehalf.Andshould
the firstofficer feela searchbythe lattermay
lead to loss of evidence, he can conduct the
searchhimselfaftergivingnoticetothelatter.

Powers in fresh cases
Avenues remainavailable to theCBI even

withoutconsent. ItcouldusetheCalcuttaHC
order to register a fresh case in any state.
Alternatively,itcanfileacaseinDelhiandcon-
tinuetoinvestigatepeopleinsidethesestates.
InOctober2018,theDelhiHighCourtruled

thattheCBIcouldprobeanyoneinastatethat
haswithdrawngeneralconsent,ifthecasewas
notregisteredinthatstate.

OBCvoters,especiallynon-YadavOBCs,couldbekeytowhorulesUPafter theMarch10results.Ahistory
of thecastesthat theBJPhascultivatedsincethe1990s,butsomeofwhomcouldnowbebreakingaway.

THISWORDMEANS: GENERALCONSENT

When states block CBI from probing cases

HOWCLOSUREOFRUSSIANAIRSPACEHAS IMPACTEDFLIGHTS
The closure of Russian airspace forUS-based, Canadian and European airlines hasmeant flights between somemajor destinations in these jurisdictions and India have become longer. For passengers on these carriers, longer
flight times havemeant inconvenience and higher fares. Air India has remained unaffected, as it continues to use Russian airspace for its flights to and from thewestern hemisphere. The screengrabs below, from the flight

tracking website Flightradar24, show routes and flight times from randomly picked dates before and after the invasion ofUkraine, which triggered theWest’s closure of airspaces to Russian aircraft, andMoscow’s retaliation.
The flight times are indicative; within the broad ‘before’ and ‘after’ categories, aircraftmay reach a little sooner or later on a daily basis depending on flight conditions. PRANAVMUKUL explains.

V A N C O U V E R - D E L H IH E L S I N K I - D E L H IN E W A R K - D E L H I

TheUnitedAirlines flightonMarch1,whichwentaroundRussianairspace,was
welloveranhour longer—flyingoverEuropeandtheMiddleEastbeforeentering
the Indiansubcontinent.TheAir India flightonsameroutecontinuestouse

Russianairspace,andtakes thesametimeas itdidbeforetheclosureof airspaces.

ToavoidRussianairspace, theFinnairaircraft flewsouthovereastern
Europe,TurkeyandMiddleEast, takingmorethanthreehours longer thanit
didbeforetheclosureofRussianairspace.Normally, the flightgoeseast

aboveRussiabeforeheadingsouthtoreachDelhi

Withflyingtimehaving increasedsubstantially,AirCanadahasbrokenits flight
intotwolegswithatechnical stopover inDublin. Includingthestopover time, the
flightonMarch3tookmorethan37hours.Air India’s flightonthesameroute,

usingRussianairspacehascontinuedasusual

UNITED AIRLINES
FEB 2 (BEFOREWAR):

12HR38MIN

AIR INDIA
MAR 1 (UNCHANGED):

13HR 19MIN

UNITED AIRLINES
MAR 1 (AFTERWAR):

13HR53MIN

AIR CANADA
FEB 24 (BEFOREWAR):

13HRS40MIN

AIR INDIA
MAR 2 (UNCHANGED):

13HR56MIN

AIR CANADA
MAR 3 (AFTERWAR):

DUBLIN-DELHI LEG

FINNAIR
FEB 2 (BEFOREWAR):

6HR 15MIN

FINNAIR
MAR 2 (AFTERWAR):

8HR52MIN
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InLucknow
in1991, two
ofUP's tallest
OBCleaders:
outgoingCM
Mulayam
SinghYadav
andhis
successor
KalyanSingh.
ExpressArchive/
RKSharma

The OBC vote in UP
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UKRAINIANSCANSTAYIN U.S.,
EU,Canadato takesimilar steps

JAPANSENDSDEFENCEAID;
vests,helmetstoreachKyiv

UN SETSUPPANEL FORUKRAINE,
willmonitorhumanrightsviolations

ManleaveshiswifeonatraintoLvivat theKyivstationonThursday,hestaysbackto fight.AP

AGENCIES
KYIV,MARCH4

ASRUSSIA’S invasionof Ukraine
passeditsfirstweek,panickedres-
identsof Kyiv swarmedthecapi-
tal’smaintrainstationonFridayto
flee the city before thewindow
closestoescapeandRussianforces
increasinglyboredownoncities
along the strategically important
BlackSeaCoastinthesouth.
Fighting raged elsewhere in

Ukraine as Russian forces be-
sieged and bombarded several
cities in the secondweek of an
invasion launched by Russian
PresidentVladimirPutin.
The capital Kyiv, in the path

of a Russian armoured column
that has been stalled on a road
for days, came under renewed
attack, with explosions audible
fromthecitycentre.
Thesoutheasternportcityof

Mariupol - a key prize for the
Russiantroops-hasbeenencir-

cled and shelled. Itsmayor said
onFridayithadnowater,heator
electricity and is running out of
foodafterfivedaysunderattack.
“We are simply being de-

stroyed,” Mayor Vadym
Boychenkosaid.
Ukrainian presidential ad-

viserOleksiyArestovicsaid,“The
humanitariansituationistense,”
adding that Ukrainian authori-
tiesareintalkswithRussianrep-
resentatives and international
organisationstosetupahuman-

itarian corridor to evacuate res-
identsandsupply food.
Battles in the area have

knockedoutthecity’selectricity,
heat andwater systems, aswell
asmost phone service, officials
said. Food deliveries to the city
werealsocut.
Meanwhile, a top Russian

diplomatinsistedFridaythathis
countrywillnotoccupyUkraine.
“The goal is very clear:
Denazificationanddemilitariza-
tion,” GennadyGatilov, Russia’s

ambassador in Geneva, said of
theinvasion—whichhecalleda
“specialmilitaryoperation.”
“We are not going to stay in

Ukrainemilitarily.Wearenotgo-
ingtooccupythiscountry,”hetold
theUNGenevapress association
ACANU.“Idon’tnowallthedetails
ofthemilitaryplan,butthepolit-
ical goal is as I described it.” He
said the definition of “demilita-
rization”wasbeingdiscussed in
diplomatic talks between
UkrainianandRussianenvoys.

Panic grips cities asRussia tightens cordon

ANTONIODENTI&
GUGLIELMO
MANGIAPANE
ROME,MARCH4

GIOIA MARIA, a 10-year-old
Italiangirl,saysshewouldliketo
do more for people suffering
fromthewarinUkraine“butI’m
very small”. So every night, she
prays. And shewantsUkrainian
children toknowit.
The girlwrote a letter in her

bestEnglishonalargeyellowsheet
ofpaperandgaveittohermother
tobringtoachurchcollectingfood,
medicineandclothing tobe sent
toUkraineandborder areas tak-
ing in refugees. “DearUkrainian

friends,myname isGioiaMaria.
And I’m Italian. I’mvery sorry for
thishorriblewar.I’mverycloseto
youwithmyheart. I’dveryliketo
domore,butI'mverysmallandfar
away. Every night I pray for you
and I askGod to help you.With
love.GioiaMaria." Sixheart signs
followhername.
Her mother, Katherine

Valerio, said Gioia Maria used
her savings to buy gifts for
Ukrainianchildrentosendalong
with the letter."I have two
daughters, a 10-year-old andan
8-year-old,andtheyaskmewhy
all this is happening and above
all, they ask me how they can
help these children," she said
amidthebustleofvolunteersre-

ceiving, sortingandpackingdo-
nations outside Santa Sofia
church inRome'soutskirts.
The parish for Rome's

UkrainianCatholiccommunityhas
becomeamagnet for donations
fromthroughout the Italiancapi-
tal.Theappealhasbeensosuccess-
ful thatvolunteershave todirect
carscomingintotheparkinglot.
"Wehopethiswarwillendas

soonaspossible.Weareworried
becauseUkraineisourhomeland,
thecountrywherewewereborn
andwherewehopetoreturn,"said
FatherMarkoYaroslavSemehen,
the parish priest. "People feel a
great sense of injustice." Gioia
Maria hopesher letterwill help
easesomeofthepain.REUTERS

Zelenskyy urges Russians to protest
over attack on Zaporizhzhia plant
REUTERS
LVIV,MARCH4

UkrainianPresidentVolodymyr
ZelenskyyappealedtoRussianson
Friday to stage protests over
Russianforces’seizureofthelargest
nuclearpowerplantinEurope.
A building at the

Zaporizhzhia nuclear plantwas
set ablaze during intense fight-
ing,Ukrainianauthoritiessaidon
Friday, triggering fears of a po-
tentialnucleardisaster.Theblaze
was laterextinguished.
“Russian people, I want to

appeal to you: how is this pos-
sible? After all we fought to-
gether in 1986 against the
Chernobyl catastrophe,” he
said in a televised address,
evoking memories of the
world'sworst nuclear disaster
“You have to ... take to the

streets andsay that youwant to
live, you want to live on earth
withoutradioactivecontamina-
tion. Radiation does not know
where Russia is, radiation does
not knowwhere the borders of
yourcountryare.”
Russia’s defence ministry

blamedtheattackatthesiteofthe

Zaporizhzhianuclearpowerplant
onUkrainiansaboteurs,callingita
monstrousprovocation.
Russian forces that invaded

Ukraine lastweekhavealready
captured the defunct
Chernobyl plant north of Kyiv,
which spewed radioactive

waste overmuchof Europe af-
ter an accident there in April
1986. Analysts have said the
Zaporizhzhia plant is a differ-
ent and safer type, but
Zelenskyy said that now was
not the time to be silent.“You
have to remember theburning

graphite scattered by the ex-
plosion, the victims. You have
to remember theglowover the
destroyed power unit, the
evacuation," he said.
“How can you forget that?

And if you have not forgotten,
you should not be silent.”

VolodymyrZelenskyy .NYT

Brussels:NATOforeignministers
rejectedanypossibilityof inter-
veningagainstRussian forces in
Ukraine,whetherontheground
or in theair, thealliance’s secre-
tarygeneral saidFriday.
“Allies agreewe should not

have NATO planes operating
overUkrainianairspaceorNATO
troops operating in Ukrainian
territory,” Jens Stoltenberg, the
secretarygeneral, said.
NATOisresistingfor fear that

itcoulddrawmemberstatesinto
awarwith Russia. “We under-
stand the desperation, but if we
did that,wewould endupwith
something that could lead to a
full-fledgedwarinEuropeinvolv-
ingmuchmore countries and
muchmoresuffering,”hesaid.
TheUkrainian foreignminis-

ter, Dmytro Kuleba, pleaded for
helpfromtheforeignministersof
the30nationsofthealliance.“Our
country is ready to fight. Butwe
needimmediatehelpinrepelling
Russian attacks in the air,” he
said.“Ifyoudonotdothis,youwill
havetosharetheresponsibilityfor
thelivesandsufferingofthecivil-
ianswhoarebeingkilledbyrocket
attacksfromRussianplanes.”NYT

AGENCIES
MOSCOW,MARCH4

PRESIDENT VLADIMIR Putin
urged Russia’s neighbours on
Friday not to escalate tensions,
eight days afterMoscowsent its
forcesintoUkraine.“Thereareno
badintentionstowardsourneigh-
bours. And Iwould also advise
themnottoescalatethesituation,
not to introduceany restrictions.
We fulfil all our obligations and
willcontinuetofulfilthem,”Putin
saidintelevisedremarks.
“Wedonotseeanyneedhere

to aggravate orworsenour rela-
tions. Andall our actions, if they
arise,theyalwaysariseexclusively
inresponsetosomeunfriendlyac-
tions,actionsagainst theRussian
Federation.”Putinwasshownon
TVtakingpartonline,fromhisres-
idenceoutsideMoscow,inaflag-
raising ceremony for a ferry in
northernRussia.
The Biden administration,

meanwhile, orderednewsanc-
tions blockingRussianbusiness
oligarchsandothersinPutin’sin-
ner circle on Thursday in re-
sponse to Russian forces’ fierce
pummelingofUkraine.
ThosetargetedbythenewUS

sanctions include Putin’s press
secretary, Dmitry Peskov, and
Alisher Burhanovich Usmanov,
one of Russia’s wealthiest indi-
viduals and a close ally of Putin.
TheUSStateDepartmentalsoan-
nounced it was imposing visa
banson19Russianoligarchsand
dozensof their familymembers
andcloseassociates.

Volunteersexaminethesiteof explosion insideaShia
mosque inPeshawar,which left194 injuredonFriday.AP

Humanitariangoodsbeingloadedontotrucksasfirstaid
transporttoUkraineattheSantaSofiachurchinRome.Reuters

Suicide bombing
kills 56 at Shia
mosque in Pak
BYKATHYGANNON&RIAZ
KHAN
PESHAWAR,MARCH4

ASUICIDEbomberstruckinside
a Shia Muslim mosque in
Pakistan’s northwestern city of
PeshawarduringFridayprayers,
killing at least 56 worshippers
andwounding194people, hos-
pitalofficials said.
Nomilitant group immedi-

ately claimed responsibility for
theattack.BoththeIslamicState
group and the Pakistani Taliban
—amilitantgroupseparatefrom
the Taliban in Afghanistan —
have carried out similar attacks
in the past in the area, located
near the borderwith neighbor-
ingAfghanistan.
Accordingtothespokesman

at Peshawar’s Lady Reading
Hospital, Asim Khan, many of
the wounded were in critical
condition.Scoresofvictimswere
pepperedwithshrapnel,several
hadlimbsamputatedandothers
were injuredby flyingdebris.
Peshawar Police Chief

MuhammedEjazKhan said the
violencestartedwhenanarmed
attacker opened fire on police
outside the mosque in
Peshawar’s old city. One police-
manwas killed in the gunfight,
and another police officer was
wounded.Theattackerthenran
inside the mosque and deto-
natedhis suicidevest.
The suicide bomber had

strapped a powerful explosive
devic bye to his body, packed

with5kilograms(12pounds)of
explosives, said Moazzam Jah
Ansari, the toppoliceofficial for
Khyber Pukhtunkhwa Province
wherePeshawar is thecapital.
The device was hidden be-

neath a large black shawl that
covered much of his body, ac-
cordingtoCCTVfootageseenby
TheAP. The footageshowedthe
bomber moving quickly up a
narrow street toward the
mosque entrance. He fired at
the police protecting the
mosquebeforeentering inside.
Within seconds a powerful

explosionoccurredandthecam-
eralenswasobscuredwithdust
and debris. Ansari said the
crudelymadedevicewaspacked
with ball bearings, a deadly
methodof constructingabomb
toinflictthemostcarnagespray-
ingalargerareawithdeadlypro-
jectiles.Theballbearingscaused
thehighdeath toll,Ansari said.
Local police officialWaheed

Khan said the explosion oc-
curredasworshippershadgath-
ered in the Kucha Risaldar
MosqueforFridayprayers.There
arefearsthedeathtollcouldstill
rise further,headded.
Ambulancesrushedthrough

congestednarrowstreetscarry-
ing the wounded to Lady
ReadingHospital,wheredoctors
worked feverishly.
ShayanHaider,awitness,had

beenpreparingtoenterthemosque
whenapowerfulexplosionthrew
himtotheground. “Iopenedmy
eyesandtherewasdustandbodies
everywhere,”hesaid. AP

Beijing: The US should not re-
gard China as a strategic rival
and stoke confrontation be-
cause of its economic progress
and development, a senior
Chinese official said on Friday.
To use China’s development

asanexcuseandtakeChinaasa
strategicrivalwillonlyerodethe
mutual trust and cooperation
betweenthetwocountries, and
will eventually hurt own inter-
ests of the United States, Zhang
Yesui, spokesperson of China’s
Parliament,theNationalPeople’s
Congress , toldamediabriefing.

The Biden administration,
whichtreatsChinaasastrategic
competitor, has made it clear
that themost effectiveway for
Americatoout-competeamore
assertive and authoritarian
Chinaoverthelong-termistoin-
vest in its people, its economy
and itsdemocracy.
Beijing is facedwith amajor

political and trade onslaught
from the US, European Union
and their allies over ahost of is-
sues includinghumanrightsvi-
olations in Xinjiang, Tibet and
HongKong. PTI

Don’t target us for
development: China
official tells US

MZULQERNAIN
LAHORE,MARCH4

PAKISTAN'S SLAIN Prime
MinisterBenazirBhutto’sdaugh-
ter Aseefa Bhutto on Friday suf-
fered a face injury after a drone
camera hit her during her party
- PakistanPeople’s Party (PPP) –
rally inPunjabprovince.
Theincidenttookplacewhen

Aseefa, also the daughter of
Pakistan’sformerpresidentAsifAli
Zardari,wasstandingatopacon-
tainer alongsideherbrother and
PPPchairmanBilawalBhuttowho
wasaddressingtheparticipantsof
the rally inKhanewal, some300
kms fromLahore, against Prime
MinisterImranKhan.
As the drone hit Aseefa,

Bilawal rushed to rescue her.
“Shewas taken toaprivatehos-
pitalwhereshehad‘fivestitches'
on her forehead,” PPP leader

HasanMurtaza toldPTI.
HesaidthePPPworkershave

takenthedroneoperatoroftheTV
channelintocustodyandhanded
over to police. “Itwill be deter-
minedwhetherthedroneopera-
tordeliberatelyaimedatAssefaat
thebestofsomeone,"hesaid.
Since the drone belongs to

theTVchannel,whichisowned
by the ruling Pakistan Tehreek-
i-InsafstalwartAleemKhan,the
PPPissuspectingthatthismight
beadeliberateact. PTI

AlexanderLukashenko

AseefaBhutto. File

I’M CLOSE TO YOU WITH MY HEART, MARIA SAYS, HOPES LETTER WILL EASE SOME PAIN

Message in package: 10-yr-old sends hope to kids

Howdangerous
wasnuclearplant
strike?

THEREACTORthatwashitwasoffline,butstillcontainshighly
radioactivenuclearfuel.Fourof theothersixreactorshave
nowbeentakenoffline, leavingonlyoneinoperation.
Thereactorsattheplanthavethickconcretecontainment
domes,whichwouldhaveprotectedthemfromexternalfire
fromtanksandartillery,saidJonWolfsthal,whoservedduring
theObamaadministrationastheseniordirectorforarmscon-
trolandnonproliferationattheNationalSecurityCouncil.Atthe
sametime,afireatanuclearpowerplantisneveragoodthing,
hesaid.Anotherdangeratnuclearfacilitiesarethepoolswhere
spentfuelrodsarekepttobecooled,whicharemorevulnera-
bletoshellingandwhichcouldcausethereleaseofradioactive
material.Perhapsthebiggestissue,however,istheplant’s
powersupply,saidNajmedinMeshkati,anengineeringprofes-
sor,whohasstudiedboththeChernobylandFukushimadisas-
ters, raisingaconcernalsovoicedbyWolfsthalandothers.AP

Don’t escalate
tensions,
Putin tells
neighbours

Belarusian forces
will not take part in
war: Lukashenko
Belarusian leader Alexander
Lukashenko said on Friday that
the Belarusian armed forces
werenot takingpart andwould
nottakepart inRussia'smilitary
operation in Ukraine. A close
Russianally,Lukashenkosaidhe
spoke to President Vladimir
Putin at length by telephone on
Friday. Russia has used
Belarusian territory to carryout
a multi-pronged invasion of
Ukraine.REUTERS

Turkey renews
effort to mediate
Turkey’s foreignminister says
AnkarawantstobringRussiaand
Ukraine’stopdiplomatstogether
for talks during an international
diplomacy forum in the country
nextweek.SpeakingFridaytore-
porters in Brusselswhere he at-
tendedaNATOmeeting,Mevlut
Cavusoglu said Russian Foreign
Minister Seygey Lavrovhas con-
firmed his attendance at the
AntalyaDiplomacy Forum tobe
heldintheMediterraneancoastal
citybetweenMarch11-13. AP

G7 to impose
further sanctions
ForeignministersoftheGroupof
Seven(G7)advancedeconomies
agreedonFridaytheywouldim-
posefurthersanctionsonRussia
ifMoscowdoesnot stop attack-
ing Ukraine, Japanese Foreign
MinisterYoshimasaHayashisaid.
“WecalledonRussiatoimmedi-
ately stop its attack onUkraine,
whichhasevenharmedordinary
citizens,andwithdrawitsforces,”
Hayashi told reporters. “We’ve
agreed, asG7, to impose further,
severe sanctions if Russia does
notstop itsassault.”REUTERS

INBRIEF

MEANWHILE

RUSSIABLOCKSACCESSTO FACEBOOK
The Russian government has blocked access to Facebook inside the country, claim-
ing the network has engaged in “discrimination against Russian news media.” It’s
the latest instance of the Kremlin’s far-reaching campaign to clamp down on dissent
in the wake of the invasion of Ukraine.NYT

MOREU.S. SANCTIONS

‘We are not
part of this:’
NATO rejects
no-fly zone

Fightingrages inotherpartsofUkraine, southeasternportcityofMariupolencircledandshelled

Benazir’s daughter
hit by drone on face
during PPP rally

New Delhi
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CCS HARYANA AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY, HISAR
(ESTABLISHED BY PARLIAMENT ACT 16 OF 1970)

TENDER NOTICE
CCS Haryana Agricultural University, Hisar is inviting Tender for fol-
lowing Equipments/Items:-
For the purchase of following equipments/items
1. Purchase of One Compound DIC Microscope for the College of

Fisheries Sciences
2. Purchase of Atomic Absorption Spectrometer for Director Extension

Education.
3. Purchase of Kjeldahl Nitrogen Estimation System (Digestion unit

including Scrubber, Semi-Automatic Distillation Unit and Titration Unit
for Director Extension Education.

4. Purchase of Atomic Absorption Spectrometer for Director Extension
Education.

5. Supply, Installation and Commissioning of Vegetable Seed Packing
Machine on turnkey Basis for the Dept. of Vegetable Science.

For detail information and e-tendering schedule, please visit the web-
site http://etenders.hry.nic.in and University website http://hau.ac.in.

Date of start of bid preparation and submission on 05.03.2022 (09:00
hours) and Closing on 25.03.2022 up to 17:00 hours. Opening of
Technical Bid on 26.03.2022 at 11:00 AM. Opening of Financial Bid on
28.03.2022 at 11.00 AM.
NOTE:
1. All updates, amendments, Corrigenda etc. (if any) will be posted only

on the CCS HAU Website/Tender website. There will not be any pub-
lication of the same through Newspapers or any other media.

2. Interested bidders are advised to deposit bid security/EMD on or
before 48:00 hrs of expiring date and time of bid online so as to get
the payment verified.

Sd/-
Director (Store & Purchase)

CCSHAU, Hisar
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PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasSHYAM
KISHORETAYAL,S/oBAL
KISHANTAYAL,R/o-B-29,SF,LIC-
COLONYPASCHIM-VIHAR
DELHI-110063,have changed
thenameofminor daughter
ASVI TAYALaged-6-years and
she shall hereafter be known
asVALIKATAYAL. 40605199-6

II,,VVIIKKEESSHH S/O-KAMALDEV
CHOUBER/O-D-149, Ground-
Floor, Street. No.8B,Palam
Dabri Road,Dashrath
Puri,Delhi-110045.Changedmy
name toVIKESHCHOUBEY.

0040605180-6

II,,UUPPIINNDDEERRPALSINGHSAINI,S/o
LATERAJINDERSINGH,R/oD-
121,Sector-122,GAUTAMBUDH
NAGAR,U.P.-201301,have
Changedmyname toUPINDER
PALSINGH,for all purpose.

0040605180-1

II,,TTiillaakkRaj Tutlani S/O,Heera
NandR/O, 57/22, First-floor
AshokNagar,Delhi-110018,
have changedmyname to
TilakRaj. 0040605193-5

II,,TTaallvviinnddeerr SinghNanda
S/O.Surinder SinghR/O.B-44,
f.f,near-Jail road,Fateh-
Nagar,NewDelhi-110018,have
changedmyname toTalvinder
Singh,for all purposes.

0040605180-5

II,,SSuunniillKumarS/oRamKumar
Garg, R/o-A-1/35,SF-Mianwali
Nagar PaschimVihar, Delhi-87,
have changedmyname to
Sunil Garg. 0040605193-8

II,,SSaannjjeeeevvKumar,S/o Fateh
Singh residing-F-14,Model
Town-II,Delhi,have changedmy
name toSanjeevKumar
Garg,for all purposes.

0040605193-7

II,,SSaannjjeeeevvKumarYadavS/o Late
Hari SinghYadavR/o-WZ-
476B,F.F Sri,Nagar Shakur,Basti
Delhi-110034,inform that
my,nameSanjeevKumarYadav
andSanjeevKumar is
same,person. 0040605190-10

II,,SSUURREENNDDEERRKUMAR,S/ORAM
CHANDRA,R/O-47-48D.D.A
JANTA-FLATSTIGRIDELHI-
110062,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSONU.

0040605180-2

II,,SSAAUURRAABB LAHOTI,SONOF,SUNIL
KUMARGOPIKISANLAHOTI,R/O
FLAT.NO-1401, BUILDING-
E,ASAWARI,NANDED-CITY,
SINHAGAD-ROAD,PUNE-
411041,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAME,FROMSAURABLAHOTI
TOSAURABHSUNIL LAHOTI
VIDE-AFFIDAVIT,DATED.04-
MAR-2022. 0040605199-5

II,,SSAARRIITTAAZANWAR,SPOUSE
OF,SUNILKUMARGOPIKISAN
LAHOTI,R/OFLAT.NO-1401,
BUILDING-E,ASAWARI,
NANDED-CITY, SINHAGAD-
ROAD,PUNE-411041,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAME,FROM
SARITAZANWARTOSARITA
SUNIL LAHOTI,VIDE-AFFIDAVIT
DATED-04-MAR-2022.

0040605199-4

II,,RRaajjKohali S/oDiwanRamR/o
Kantali, Almora,Uttarakhand-
263639,have changedmyname
toRajinderKumar.

0040605193-4

II,,NNiiddhhiiBhaiyaW/oHimanshu
Sekhar Tiwary,R/oA-1, Tower 1,
Type-3,NBCC, KidwaiNagar,
NewDelhi-110023,have
changedmyname toNidhi
Tiwary. 0040605203-1

II,,NNeeeellaammW/ORaj KumarGulati
R/O-30B,Vikrant-Enclave, LIG
FlatG8Area, Rajouri Garden,
New-DELHI-110064,Have
ChangedmyName toNeelam
Gulati. 0040605193-3

II,,NNeeeellaamm Sethi,W/oShri.
NarinderKumarSethi,R/o-11/
149.Malviya-Nagar,NewDelhi-
110017,declare that I have
amended/changedmyname
fromNeelamKumari Sethi to
thisNeelamSethi,for all
purpose.So it is futuredeclare
that Imaybekonownas
NeelamSethi in future.

0040605199-7

I,AjayKumar,S/oAshokKumar
Z-12A,Ground-FloorDayal Sar
RoadUttamNagar,Delhi-
110059,have changedmyname
toAjayMonga. 0040605190-1

II,,SERVICENO.15713882KNK
SELVAM.AS/OANNADURAIR/O
HOUSENO-2/443,VILLAGE-
THAMBUKOTTANPARAI,
TEHSIL- POLUR, POST
ATHIMOOR,DISTT-
TIRUVANNAMALAI
(TAMILNADU)PIN- 606803. IN
MYSERVICERECORDMY
DAUGHTERNAME IS
MADHUVARSHINI.WHICHARE
INCORRECT. CORRECTNAMEOF
MYDAUGHTER IS
MADHUVARSHINI.S

0040605164-1

II,,MUNNIGOYAL,W/o NAVEEN
KUMARGOYAL, R/oHOUSENO-
201, RAMABAGROAD,
MOHALLACHATTA-1, NEAR
BALA JIMANDIR, GANGOH
KHALSA, SAHARANPUR,UTTAR
PRADESH-247341, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasANJU
GOYAL. 0070775532-1

II,,RavindraSinghChhaukar, S/o
Satyavir Singh, R/oDhoveti,
Shyamgarhi, Gorai, Aligarh,
Uttar Pradesh- 202145, have
changedmyname toRavi
Chhaukar.

0070775605-1

II,,Anil Kumar, S/oMaikooSIngh,
R/oNayani, Post- Ahewa,
Fatehpur, Uttar Pradesh-
212651, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asAnil SinghChauhan.

0070775530-1

II,,NNIISSCCHHIINNTTKanodia,S/oShri Anil
KanodiaR/o.D-3,Ansal Villas,
Satbari, South-Delhi,Delhi-
110074have changedmyname
toNischintAKanoudia,
permanently. 0040605203-2

II,,NNEEHHAA,,W/O.NARINDERKUMAR,
ADD-70-C, CGHCOMPLEX
VASANTVIHAR, SOUTHWEST
DELHI-110057, Changedmy
name toNEHAWADHWA,
permanently. 0040605180-10

II,,NNAANNDDIINNII JAGTANI,D/OSONU
R/O-47D.D.A JANTAFLATSTIGRI
DELHI-110062HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETONANDINI.

0040605180-3

II,,MMaadduurriimmaaW/oAshish Sukhla
R/oCBBlock 43-C,Shalimar
BaghDelhi-110088 changedmy
name toMadhurimaShukla.

0040605190-8

II,,KKmmMehnaz,W/oAzeemKhan
R/o-R-175/3, Gali.No.8, Ramesh
Park Laxmi-NagarDelhi-
110092,have changedmyname
toMehnazKhanam

0040605193-6

II,,JJeenniiyyaaGhoshW/oAkshay
KumarR/oC-11/15,Third-Floor
Sector-3 Rohini Delhi-110085,
changedmyname to Jeniya
Choudhury. 0040605190-6

II,,GGuurrmmeeeett SinghS/oShiv Singh
R/o 32CVikasViharChander
ViharNilothi Extn. Delhi-110041
changedmyname toAngrej
Singh. 0040605190-7

II,,BBrriijjKishanLal,S/o-Mool Chand
Jain,R/o-E-43,Phase-1,Ashok
Vihar,Delhi-110052,have
changedmyname toBrij
KishanDass Jain.

0040605196-1

II,,BBhhaavvnneeeettKaur Sikka,D/o
Bhagwant SinghR/o Flat-
no.002,Beverly Tower, Omaxe
Hills 2,Sector-43,Faridabad
have changedmyname to
Bhavneet Kaur.

0040605193-2

II,,BB SaraswathiW/o,C Subburaj
R/o,A-62,First-FloorWest Patel
Nagar,Delhi-8,have changed
my,name fromBSaraswathi
Subburaj toBSaraswathi
for,all purposes.

0040605180-4

II,,AAsshhiisshh S/oRamManohar
ShuklaR/oCBBlock 43-
C,ShalimarBaghDelhi-110088
changedmyname toAshish
Shukla. 0040605190-9

II,,AAnnkkiittaaChawlaW/oRohit
Nagpal,R/oHNo.16/4, Subhash
NagarDelhi 110027,have
changedmyname toAnkita
Nagpal. 0040605190-2

II,,AAnniittaaNagyal aliasAnuNagyal
daughter of LateCol. Jai Singh
Chaudhary resident of 206
Saral Apartment PlotNo.15,
Sector-10, Dwarka, NewDelhi
are the samepersonhavingmy
correct Dateof Birth as-
07/07/1975. 0040605193-9

II,,AAnniisshhMangalathu
chandradhathan,S/OChandra
DhathanNarayana
Panicker,Mangalathu
house,pathanapuram,punnala,
kollam (dist)kerala-
689696,have changedmyname
toAnishMC for all purposes.

0040605190-4

II,,AAaasshhiisshh Sehgal S/oVimal
KumarR/o. H.No.1188, Sector
28,Faridabadhave changedmy
name toAshishKumar.

0040605193-1

II,,AANNSSHHUUPUNDIR,W/O.
LATE,ROHITRAJPUT, ADD-H
NO.1/5675, GALI.NO-19,BALBIR
NAGARSHAHDARADELHI-
110032. Changedmyname to
ANSHUKUSHWAHA,
permanently. 0040605180-8

II,,hitherto knownasDEVI
DUTT,S/OSHRI BALADUTT,
residingat,S-122,FIRST FLOOR,
PANDAVNAGAR,DELHI-110092,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter be knownas
DEVDUTT. 0040605190-5

II,,RizwanS/oZamirulHaque, R/o
28/7/2 opposite PWDOffice
Samalkha, SouthWestDelhi,
haveChangedmyname to
RizwanZamir 0050193134-1

II,,MAGTARPARAKOMALBEN
CHANDUBHAI alias
KHOKHARIYAKOMALBEN,W/o
ASHVINAMARSHIBHAI
KHOKHARIYA, R/oD-301,
PalmeraSociety, BehindBilla
BongSchool, Vadsar,
Vadodara, Gujrat-390010, have
changedmyname to
KHOKHARIYAKOMALBEN.

0070775606-1

IIShankarKumar S/oSh. Vimal
Kant JhaR/oA-233, Block-A,
NearNainaDeviMandir,West
VinodNagar, East Delhi, Delhi-
110092have changed thename
ofmyminor daughter from
Simarti Jha toMannat Jha for
all purposes. 0040605126-2

IIRoshanKumar aliasNitik
RoshanS/oSh. Anuj KumarR/o
A-138, RameshEnclave, Kirari
SulemanNagar, NorthWest
Delhi, Delhi-110086have
changedmyname toNitik
Roshan for all purposes.

0040605126-3

II,, JayshreeDeepakVaidyaw/o
DeepaknilkanthVaidyaR/o
603, GaurHeights, sec-4,
vaishali Ghaziabad, U.P.-
201010. have changedmyname
fromJayshreeDeepakVaidya
to JayshreeVaidya forAll
futurepurposes.

0040605131-1

II,,Mahesh, S/oBudhPrakash,
R/oHouseNo- 2783/1, Gali No-
4, JawaharColony, Faridabad,
Sector 22, Haryana-121005,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter be knownas
MaheshPanchal. 0070775531-1

II,,Bhagwati,W/oRaju, R/o
JhuggiNo-33, K-Block,
Mahipalpur, Delhi-110037, have
changedmyname to
Maragadham. 0070775601-1

IISiddarthAhuja S/O, Dinesh
AhujaR/o 17/65West Punjabi
BaghNewDelhi-110026 have
changedmyname toSiddharth
Ahuja for all purposes.

0040605162-1

II , DeepakS/o Late Sh. Suresh
KumarR/o 1961/153, Ganesh
Pura, Tri Nagar, Delhi-110035,
have changedmyname to
DeepakKumar, permanently.

0040604242-1

II,,PrashantKumarGautamS/o
Mr. VinodKumarGautamR/o
126Kilokari, Ashram,New
Delhi-110014, have changedmy
name fromPrashantKumar
Gautam toPrashantGautam
for all futurepurposes.

0040605153-1

II,,PawanKumar, S/oDalbir
Singh, R/oKanwari (30), Hisar,
Haryana-125037, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownasPawanKumar
Jakhar. 0070775529-1

II,,K. Thanduanlung, S/oK.
Ringthing, R/oH.No.5,
Guangram(Punglam)Village
Tml. Distt.Manipur-795141,
have changedmyname to
ThanduanlungKamei.

0040605166-1

II,, Jennifer SimpleKaur, W/o
AbhishekKumarRahul, R/o
174/175, FlatNo.304, Bhagwati
GardenExt., JainRoad,New
Delhi-110059, have changedmy
name toSimpal Kaur.

0070775567-1

II,,KM. SAV INHASANW/oMintu
KumarR/oHouseNo.1121,
Mahipalpur SouthWest
Delhi,Delhi-110037 have
changedmyname toSONY

0040605166-2

IIMahindrKumar S/O, Karta
KarishanR/oC-4-h/94Pocket-9
JanakpuriWestDelhi-110058
have changedmyname to
MahinderKumarMalik for all
purposes. 0040605161-1

I,Mandakni Batla,D/O-Late Shri
AshokBathla andShashi
Bathla,R/O-C-17/A,Vijay
Nagar,Single,Single Story,
Delhi110009,have changedmy
name toMandakini Bathla.

0040605196-2

I,MONICA, D/O.JOHNYVICTOR,
ADD-K-I/93/18, GALINO-18,
BLOCKK-I SANGAMVIHAR,
SOUTHDELHI 110062. Changed
myname toMONICAVICTOR,
permanently. 0040605180-7

I,HARISHCHANDER JOSHI,
S/O.DAMODAR JOSHI, ADD-
A,94,SECTOR-46,NOIDA
GAUTAMBUDHNAGARUTTAR
PRADESH201303, Changedmy
name toHARISHCHANDRA
JOSHI, permanently.

0040605180-9

II,,VViinnaayy Sehagal,S/oOmPrakash
Sehgal R/oA-1/3,Rajouri
Garden,Delhi-110027,have
changedmyname toVinay
Sehgal. 0040605190-3

PUBLIC NOTICE
IT IS HEREBY INFORMED WE, (1) MRS.
REENA W/O MR. DEEPAK KUMAR & D/O
LATE SH. OM PRAKASH R/O HOUSE NO.
148, 2ND FLOOR, POCKET-10, SECTOR-20,
ROHINI, DELHI-110086 & (2) MR. GAUTAM
S/O LATE SH. OM PRAKASH R/O WZ-134,
GALI NO. 2, SRI NAGAR, SHAKUR BASTI,
DELHI-110034, HAVE ACQUIRED SHOP NO.
3, AREA MEASURING 8 SQ. MTRS., ON
GROUND FLOOR WITHOUT
ROOF/TERRACE RIGHTS PART OF BUILT-
UP PROPERTY BEARING NO.286, IN
BLOCK-D & POCKET-16, SITUATED AT
SECTOR - 7, DELHI-110085, UPON DEMISE
OF OUR FATHER SH. OM PRAKASH WHO
WAS ACTUAL OWNER OF ABOVE SAID
PROPERTY AND WE HAVE
MISPLACED/LOST ALL ORIGINAL
DOCUMENTS AND PHOTOCOPIES IN
RESPECT OF ABOVE SAID PROPERTY &
WE HAVE LODGED A FIR/NCR VIDE LR NO.
30266/2022 DATED 10.01.2022, WITH
POLICE STATION, CRIME BRANCH, DELHI,
IF ANY BODY FIND THE SAID DOCUMENTS,
INFORM US AT THE ABOVE SAID ADDRESS
OR PH. NO. 7303034423.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all concern that my
client Rambir Singh S/o Sher Singh
R/0-509, Ramayan Panna, Tikri
kalan Village, Delhi-41, have
severed all the relations with his son
namely Ravinder Drall from all
movable and immovable properties
of my client, situated anywhere in
India. Anybody who deals with him,
present, past and future in any
manner whatsoever shall be doing at
t he i r own r i s k , coas t and
consequences and my clients shall
not be responsible for their acts of
omission and commission
RAVI DRALL ADVOCATE
Ch. No. X-36A, Civil Wing
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT MY CLIENTS
(1) SMT. SHANTI JAIN W/O LATE SH. VIJAY
KUMAR JAIN & (2) SH. RAKESH JAIN S/O LATE
SH. VIJAY JAIN BOTH R/O M-1/45. VALLABH
VIHAR, SECTOR-13. ROHINI, DELHI ARE THE
JOINT OWNERS OF SOCIETY BUILT-UP FLAT
BEARING NO. M-1/45, ON FOURTH FLOOR,
SITUATED AT THE ATAM VALLABH CGHS
LTD., ALSO KNOWN AS VALLABH VIHAR,
PLOT NO. 14, SECTOR-13, ROHINI, DELHI AND
THEY HAVE MISPLACED/LOST ORIGINAL
ALLOTMENT LETTER & POSSESSION LETTER
ISSUED BY THE SOCIETY IN THE NAME OF
PRAKASH KUMARI JAIN VIDE MEMBERSHIP
NO. 148 IN RESPECT OF ABOVE SAID FLAT &
THEY HAVE LODGED A FIR/NCR VIDE LR NO.
163407/2022 DATED 25.02.2022, WITH POLICE
STATION, CRIME BRANCH, DELHI, IF ANY
BODY FIND THE SAID DOCUMENT, PLEASE
INFORM HER AT THE ABOVESAID ADDRESS
OR PH. NO. 7982172243. IF ANY OTHER
CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN THE
AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE SHOULD
FILE AN FIR & GIVE INTIMATION TO
ASST./DEPUTY DIRECTOR, (GH.) WITHIN 15
DAYS FROM THE DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS
NOTICE

SACHIN KUMAR (Advocate)
ENRL.No.D/2092/08.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that my client Smt. Usha
Wadhwa W/o Sh. Satish Wadhwa R/o E-319,
East Kailash, New Delhi is the owner and in
physical possession of agriculture land,
comprising of Khasra No. 41/11(1-4), 27 (0-2),
total measuring 1 Bigha 06 Biswas situated in the
revenue estate of village Bijwasan, Tehsil
Kapashera, New Delhi-110061 and she had
purchased above mentioned land from Om
Prakash Taneja S/o K.C Taneja. That my client
Smt. Usha Wadhwa has lost her original sale
deed i.e sale deed no. 978, Book No.-1, Vol No.
196, Pages 108-111 dated 22/03/1993 and Smt.
Usha Wadhwa has lodged a complaint before P.S
Crime Branch, Delhi vide LR No. 176052/2022
dated 01/03/2022. In case anybody finds the
above sale deed, the same shall be returned to
Smt. Usha Wadhwa.
Any person who deals in respect of the above
mentioned agriculture land on the basis of the lost
sale deed will do at his/her/their own risk as my
client have not neither executed any power of
attorney in favour of any person nor sold the
above mentioned agriculture land and the above
mentioned agriculture continues to be the
exclusive property of my client and who continues
to be in exclusive possession of the same.

Sd/- KARAMVEER TOKAS
Enrl. No. D-2085/2011 Advocate

Ch. No. 426, Lawyers Chamber Block, Dwarka
Court Complex, Sec-10, Dwarka, New Delhi-75

OOrriiggiinnaallproperty document i.e.
sale deedof Flat-No.229,
Pocket-II, Paschimpuri,New
Delhi-110063,hasbeen lost.
Finder contact:BrijMohan
AroraS/o,LateKidarNath
Mobile-No.9910046400

0040605199-8

PPRROOPPEERRTTYYDOCUMENTSOF
KHASRANO2389,ALWARNO
1,RAJASTHANREGISTERED IN
THENAMEOF JPL INFRATECH
PVTLTDhavingRegistered
Office at B-10-12, TRIVENI
COMPLEX,JAWAHAR
PARK,LAXMINAGAR,DELHI-
110092. HAVEBEENLOST IN
DELHI. IF FOUND, PLEASE
CONTACTSUNILMITTALAT
9811234555. 0040605127-1

II,,Dhirendra Joshi S/oH.N. Joshi
have lostmyoriginal allotment
cumpossession letterswith
share certificate ofmy
residenceproperty address
FlatNo.68, Gangawali Samaj
CGHSLtd knownas
KurmanchalNiketan, Plot
No.115, I.P. Extension,
Patparganj, Delhi-110092.
Finder contact at above
mentionedaddress.

0040605156-1

II,,SSoouummeennBhattacharjee,
S/o,Late Shri R. Bhattacharjee
Have,Lost total Three
DocumentRelated toMy,
Property Flat.No.B-64,Poacket-
7,on First Floor,in (CGEWHO),
KendriyaVihar-II,Sector-82,
Noida,I.E. Allotment Letter
Dated-16/04/2001,Handling
TakingOverCertificate&
Possession Letter Dated-
28/04/2005.If findplease
inform,SBI RACPC-01, Sec-55,
Noida. 0040605196-3

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MARCH4

RESERVE BANK of India (RBI)
Governor Shaktikanta Das on
Friday said central banksare ina
bindastherecentgeopoliticalde-
velopments— theRussian inva-
sionofUkraine—havefurtherag-
gravated the challenges and
dilemmasforthem.
“Centralbanksareinabind—

if theyactaggressively tocontain
inflationwhichmayperhapssub-
sideasnormalcyreturns,theyrun
theriskofsettinginrecession,”Das
said.Ontheotherhand,iftheyact
toolittleandtoolate,theymaybe
blamed for “falling behind the
curve”andmayhavetodoalotof
catching up laterwhichwill be
detrimental to growth,Das said
whiledeliveringhisspeechatthe
NationalDefenceCollege.
Hesaidthecurrentglobalcon-

ditions,afterabouttwoyearsofliv-
ing through the pandemic, are
nowposing complex challenges
forcentralbankcommunication.
TheRBIkeptthereporateun-

changedforthetenthtimeinarow
at4percentandretainedtheac-
commodativepolicystanceinthe
Februarypolicy review.With in-
flationnowcrossingthe6percent
level and threatening to rise fur-
ther, several analysts arenowar-
guingthattheRBIfacestheriskof
“fallingbehindthecurve”iftheac-
commodative policy is not
changed.
Meanwhile,financialmarkets

haveturnedextremelyvolatileas
theyhavebeenleftgrapplingwith
heighteneduncertaintyover the
pace of futuremonetary policy
normalisation.Amidst theseun-

certainties, central bankshave to
findtheoptimalgroundswithat-
tendant communication chal-
lenges, he said. “A number of
economies, including themajor
ones,arefacingmulti-decadalhigh
inflationduetosupplydisruptions,
tighterlabourmarkets,fragilityof
thejustintimeinventorymanage-
ment and geo-political distur-
bances,”hesaid.
Dassaidmonetarypolicyisan

artofmanagingexpectationsand
central bankshave tomakecon-
tinualeffortstoshapeandanchor
marketexpectations.
Asmonetarypolicyisanartof

managing expectations, central
bankshavetomakecontinualef-
forts toshapeandanchormarket
expectations,notjustthroughpro-
nouncementsandactionsbutalso
throughaconstantrefinementof
theircommunicationstrategiesto
ensure the desired societal out-
comeshesaid.
According tohim, there is no

lastwordyetonwhatconstitutes
thebestpracticeofmonetarypol-
icy.Theconductofmonetarypol-
icy has undergone notable
changesboth in India andacross
theworldaseconomiesandmar-
kets evolved and policymakers
gainedgreater insights intohow
economicagentsinteractinacom-
plexeconomicsystem,hesaid.
Globally,theevolutionofmon-

etarypolicyhas swung frombe-
ingmore directive and discre-
tionary to a strict rule-based
regime,beforesettlingtothecur-
rent consensus for a pragmatic
mixofrulesanddiscretion.“Inthis
process, communication has
gained importance although it
works both ways — while too
muchofcommunicationcancon-

fusethemarket,toolittlemaykeep
itguessingaboutthecentralbank’s
policyintent,”hesaid.
“Recalibrating thepandemic

timepolicypath,asandwhenthe
situationwarrants,wouldpresent
its ownshareof communication
challenges,”he said. ForRBI’s cri-
sismeasuresannouncedwithpre-
specified terminal dates,market
expectationsremainedanchored
and communication challenges
wereminimalwhenthesemeas-
uresgotautomaticallywithdrawn.
On theotherhand,measures

orunwindingofopen-endedpoli-
cies, as andwhen they happen,
would require careful, nuanced
andmeasuredcommunicationas
insuchinstances,theexpectations
ofcertainsegmentsofthemarket
maynotbeinsyncwiththatofthe
central bank’s assessment, Das
said.HesaidtheRBIhasbeendif-
ferentfromothercentralbanksin
ourpandemicresponse.“Wehave
undertaken unconventional
measuresevenbeforeexhausting
the conventional policy space—
i.e., evenbeforereachingthezero
lowerboundof interestrates.”

MONETARYPOLICYARTOFMANAGINGEXPECTATIONS,SAYSRBIGOVERNOR

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MARCH4

THENATIONAL Stock Exchange
(NSE) hasinvitedapplicationsfor
theroleofmanagingdirector(MD)
&chiefexecutiveofficer(CEO),ac-
cording to apublic notice issued
onFriday.
The five year termof current

MD&CEOVikram Limayewill
come toanend in July. Limaye is
eligibleforanotherterm,however,
asperthenormsof theSecurities
andExchangeBoardofIndia(Sebi),
hewillhavetocompetewithother
candidatesforthetopjobatNSE.
Thenoticehascomeatatime

when theNSE is at the centre of
controversyonceagainwithSebi
penalising it’s two former CEO,

Ravi Narain and Chitra
Ramkrishna , lastmonth, for al-
leged lapses in corporate gover-
nanceduringtheappointmentof
itsgroupoperatingofficerAnand
Subramanian. According to
Friday’spublicnotice,NSEsaidthe
candidatemusthave 25yearsof
experience.

BRIEFLY
PVretailsales
NewDelhi:Domestic pas-
senger vehicle retail sales
declined eight per cent in
February as the companies
continuedtosufferproduc-
tion loss due to chip short-
age, automobile dealers’
bodyFADAsaidonFriday.

JetCEO
Mumbai: Jet Airways on
Friday announced the ap-
pointmentof SanjivKapoor
astheCEO.PTI

Sony,HondaEV
Tokyo:SonyCorpandHonda
MotorCoLtdsaidonFriday
theywould pair up to de-
velopandsellbattery-pow-
eredelectricvehicles,adding
theywereopentobringingin
otherpartners.REUTERS

CCIprobe
NewDelhi:TheCompetition
Commission has directed
its investigationarmto ini-
tiate a probe into alleged
abuseofdominantposition
by Star India Pvt Ltd.
Meanwhile,itdisposedofa
complaint alleging unfair
business practices by
AmazonSellerServicesPvt
Ltd and certain other re-
lated entities, saying that
theallegationsaredevoidof
requisiteevidence.PTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MARCH4

DOMESTIC STOCKmarkets on
Friday fellbyanother1.4percent
as the Russian offensive on
Ukraineintensified,withanattack
onanuclearplantreinforcingfears
of anenvironmental catastrophe
compounding thehumanitarian
crisis that is alreadyhappening.
TheSensex,whichplungedover
1,200points intra-day recovered
partiallytoclosedownbyanother
769points at 54,333.81 and the
Nifty50plummeted253pointsto
16,245.35onsustainedselling.
Therupeeslumped23paiseto

breachthe76levelbeforeclosing
at 76.17 against theUSdollar on
Friday as investors assessed the
global economic impact of the
Ukraineconflict.Sustainedforeign
fundoutflowstooweighedonthe
localunit,forextraderssaid.
The Sensex has now fallen

2,899points, or 5per cent, since
February24whentheRussianin-
vasionstarted.
Meanwhile, as per a Reuters

report, the London Stock
Exchange suspended trading in
its last Russian securities and
some insurerswithdrew cover
fromexportersoverMoscow'sin-

vasionofUkraine.

Globalmarkets tank
ThewarinUkraineovershad-

owedastrongUSjobsreportthat
theeconomyadded678,000 last
monthastheeuroplungedonex-
pectations of slower European
growth. TheSTOXX indexof 600
Europeanfirmssank2.5percent.
OnWallStreet,at1:43pmET,the
Dowwasdown283.77points, or
0.84percent,at33,510.89.

Crudeoil rallies4%
Brentrose$4.7,or4.2percent,

to$115.17abarrelby1:35pmET.
MemberstatesoftheInternational
EnergyAgencyhavefinalisedtheir
contributionstoa60millionbarrel
oilreleaseannouncedthisweekto
buoyprices,theIEAsaid.

INUKRAINE

RUSSIAN
INVASION

Centralbanksinabind,geopolitical
situationsaggravatedilemmas:Das

INTERVIEWWITHMEMBER,RBI’SMONETARYPOLICYCOMMITTEE

JAYANTHVARMA,Memberofthe
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC)oftheReserveBankofIndia
(RBI),whohasbeenopposingthe
central bank’s accommodative
policystance,saidthe“stancecar-
rieswith it the risk of falling be-
hind the curve in futurebecause
the stance limits theMPC’s free-
domof action in ensuingmeet-
ings”. In a conversation with
GEORGEMATHEW,Varma, pro-
fessorof financeandaccounting,
IIMAhmedabad,said,“Weshould
have our hands on the trigger,
ready to act if the need arises ...
andpolicymakersmustrecognise
that realitymay not unfold ac-
cording to their expectations.”
Editedexcerpts:

Thesituationhaschanged
afterthelastmonetarypolicy
reviewinFebruary.How
seriousistheinflationthreat,
consideringthefactthatcrude
oilpriceshaveshotup,
commoditypricesare
expectedtoremainhighand
manynationshaveimposed
sanctionsonRussia?
MyviewisthattheUkrainesit-

uation is a threat tobothgrowth
andinflation.Whileyouhaveem-
phasised the inflation shock, the
growth shock should not be ig-
nored.SomecountriesinWestern
Europemightactuallytipintore-
cession, and India too could face
headwindsparticularly (but not
only) in termsof exports.Wedo
not knowhow long lasting and
how severe these two shocks
wouldbe.

Whatwillbetheimpactof
RussianinvasionofUkraineon
theIndianeconomy?Ifthe
conflictgetsprolonged,what
willbetheimpact?
Idonothaveacrystalball,and

Istronglybelievethatpolicymak-
ers shouldnotpretend that they
haveacrystalball.Monetarypol-
icymakersmust(a)proceedwith

humility,(b)recognisethatreality
maynotunfoldaccordingtotheir
expectations, and(c) standready
toadapt rapidly tochangingcon-
ditions.Aboveall,theyshouldavo-
idmakingcommitments that re-
stricttheirfreedomoffutureaction.

DoyouthinktheRBI’spolicyof
focussingongrowthandlow
interestrateswillboomerang
atalaterstageinthewakeof
thelatestglobal
developments?Doyouthink
thecentralbankisnotdoing
enoughtocheckinflation?
IreiteratethatIregardthecur-

rent levelof thepolicyrateasap-
propriate, given the twin chal-
lenges of sub-par economic
growthandabove-targetinflation.
I think theMPC shoulddomore
tocommunicateitsresolvetode-
fend the inflation target, and its
willingness to raise rates as and
whenrequired.

DoyouthinktheRBI
hasfallenbehindthe
curveinitspolicy
actions,especially
ontheinflation
front?
No.Myconcern is

that theaccommoda-
tivestancecarrieswith
it theriskof fallingbe-
hindthecurveinfuture

because the stance limits the
MPC’s freedomofactioninensu-
ingmeetings.

Doyouseethepossibilityof
retailinflationbreachingthe
7-percentlevel?
Thispossibilityisnothingnew;

it is recognised in theminutesof
the FebruaryMPCmeeting. The
fan chart (Chart 1 in the policy
statement)showsthe70percent
confidence interval is within
shouting distance of 7 per cent.
Thewidthofthefanchartwasthe
focusofmydissentinthatmeet.

Doyouthinkit’stime
fortheRBItochangethe
accommodativestanceand
hikepolicyrateslikerepoand
reverserepototackle
inflation?Whatshouldthe
RBIdonow?
Ihavearguedinmysuccessive

dissents formanymonths now
thatachangeintheaccommoda-
tivestanceis longoverdue.Atthe
sametime,Idonotthinkthetime
hascometoraisethereporate.My
positionisnotthatweshouldpull
the trigger now, but that we
shouldhaveourhandsonthetrig-
ger,readytoactif theneedarises.

Doyouthinkthere’sacasefor
theRBI’sMPCtoactbeforethe
nextpolicyreviewinApril?
It’s premature for theMPC to

actnow.Thesituationisstill fluid.
Wehavetowaitandwatchthede-
velopmentsinUkraine.

Full interviewon
www.indianexpress.com

‘Policymakers should not
pretend to have a crystal
ball; be ready to adapt’

SHAKTIKANTADAS
Governor, Reserve Bank of India File

JayanthVarma via IIM-Awebsite

Promoters
to pump
funds into Vi
NewDelhi: Promoter Vodafone
plans to infuse up to Rs 3,375
croreintodebt-riddenVodafone
IdeaLtdaspartofthecompany’s
proposedraisingof fundsworth
Rs14,200crore.
Besides Vodafone, Aditya

BirlaGroupplans topumpinup
to Rs 1,125 crore, according to a
regulatory filingonFriday.
The telecom operator will

seek shareholders’ approval for
raising up to Rs 14,500 crore as
well as increase its authorised
share capital to Rs 75,000 crore
at its the Extraordinary General
Meeting (EGM) to be held on
March26.
The board of Vodafone Idea

Ltd (VIL) has already approved
thefundraisingplan.PTI

PM TO INDIA INC

New Delhi: Prime Minister
NarendraModionFridaycalledon
industrytoinvestingreenhydro-
genproduction,sayingIndiacould
becomeahubforgreenhydrogen,
given the ample availability of
greenenergyinthecountry.Green
hydrogen is produced through
electrolysisofwaterusingrenew-
ableenergy.
“Indiahasaninherentadvan-

tage in the formof abundant re-
newableenergypoweravailable.

With this, India can become a
global hub for greenhydrogen,”

Modisaidatapost-Budgetwebi-
nar on renewable energy. He
addedthehydrogenecosystemis
connectedwith the fertiliser, re-
fineriesandtransportationsectors.
“This is an area inwhich the

privatesectorshouldpromotein-
novation,sothatIndia’sfullpoten-
tialcanbeutilised,”Modisaid.
The PMalso highlighted the

need toproduceenergyefficient
products to reduce power con-
sumption.ENS

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BARIPADA
“e” Procurement Notice for PMGSY Works

Identification No.- Online Tender- PMGSY N.C.B. No. 213
for 2021-22.

Letter No. 670/ Date: 02.03.2022

O-1765

1. Name of the work :- Construction & Maintenance of PMGSY-III
(Batch-I). 2021-22 for the Road work in the
District Mayurbhanj.

2. Total No. of works :- 01 No. (One)

3. Estimated Cost :- Rs. 1176.14 lakhs (Approximately)

4. Eligible Class of
Contractor

:- ‘Special’, & ‘Super’ Class Contractor.

5. Period of Completion :- 12 Calendar Months

6. Other details :-

Procurement
Officer

Bid
Identification

No.

Availability of tender
On-line for bidding

Last Date &
Time of
seeking
Tender

Clarification

Date & Time of Opening
of Tender in O/O
S.E.R.W. Circle,

Baripada

From To Technical
Bid

Financial
Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Chief
Construction

Engineer,
Rural Works

Circle,
Baripada

PMGSY
Online

N.C.B. No.
213

Dt.
07.03.2022

at 11.00 A.M.

Dt.
22.03.2022
up to 5.00

P.M.

Dt.
21.03.2022
up to 5.00

P.M.

Dt.
23.03.2022

at 11.00
A.M.

Dt.
31.03.2022

at 11.00 A.M.

� Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersorissa.gov.in
� Any Corrigendum/ Addendum will be displayed in the above e-tender website only.

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Baripada

OIPR- 25130/11/0047/2122

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER, RWS & S DIVISION, BARGARH

Email:- eerwss_bgh@nic.in, Ph (O):- 06646 233220,
FAX:- 06646 234626

No.701 / Dt. 02.03.2022
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA “e” PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Bid Identification No 17 of 2021-22
The Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Bargarh on behalf of the Governor of
Odisha invites tenders from the valid licensed holder contractors of class ‘B’ or ‘A’
and ‘A’ or ‘Special’ registered with any department of State Government or
equivalent class of Central Govt. etc. to be eventually drawn up to G2 Contract Form
for the work as per terms and conditions noted below.

1. Name of the work:- Execution of Improvement with retrofitting of Rural piped
water supply to different villages on clubbed up mode under Padampur Block in
the District Bargarh - 05 Nos.

2. Approx. Estimated cost:- Rs Varies from Rs 262.28 to 306.85 lakhs
3. Date and time of availability of document in the portal:- Dt. 21.03.2022 to Dt.

21.04.2022 up to 5.00 PM
4. Last date/ time for receipt of bids in the portal:- Dt. 21.04.22 up to 5.00 P.M
5. Date & time of Opening of Tender:- 22.04.22 at 11.00 A.M.
6. Name and address of the Officer Inviting Bid:- Executive Engineer, RWS&S

Division, Bargarh, District:- Bargarh
Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal
“http://tendersorissa.gov.in”.
The authority reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any
reason thereof.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

RWS&S Division, Bargarh
OIRP - 25157/11/0023/2122

O-1740

Deputy Gemral Manager,
Rajasthan State Guest House

13, Veer, Tikenderjeet Marg, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi-110021
F-14/RSGH/2022/421 Date : 23.02.2022

NOTICE INVITING BID
Bid for Providing the Services of Cleaning & Housekeeping of
Guest Rooms, Bathrooms, Toilets, Internal and External Public
area etc. (Housekeeping Services) inclusive of Man Power on Job
Basis and Cleaning Agents & Material on yearly rate Basis at
Rajasthan State Guest House situated at 13, Veer Tikenderjeet
Marg, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi are invited from 24.02.2022 at
10:00 A.M. till 07.03.2022 at 12:00 P.M. The Bid will open on
07.03.2022 at 05:00 P.M. The tender value is Rs. 75,00,000.00
and other Particulars of the bids may be visited on the
procurement portal (https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in and
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in) of the State.
NIB: GAD2122A0037
UBN: GAD2122SLOB00052

Sd/-
Deputy General Manager,

Rajasthan State Guest House,
DIPR/C/2933/2022 Chanakyapuri, New Delhi.

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL & CONTROLLER,
DR. S.N. MEDICAL COLLEGE & ASSOCIATED

GROUP OF HOSPITALS, JODHPUR
Shastri Nagar, Residency Road, Jodhpur (Raj). 342001 0291- 2434374
E-mail: principal.drsnmc.jod@rajasthan.gov.in, prmedclg-jod-rj@nic.in

No. F: 6() Store/SNMC/JU/2021-22/6641-45 Dated: 25.2.22
NOTICE INVITING BID No. 36/2021-22

(Short Term E-tender)
Bids for various equipments, for use in Dr. S.N. Medical College
and Attached Hospitals, Jodhpur are invited from interested
bidders up to 1.00 P.M. Dated 07.03.2022 Other particulars of the
bid may be visited on the procurement portal
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and also be seen at
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in of the state procurement portal and
https://education.rajasthan.gov.in/ dsmcjodhpur#
departmental website.
UBN Number:-
SMC2122GLOB00502,

Sd/-
(Dr. S.S.Rathore)

DIPR/C/2904/2022 Principal & Controller

GUJARAT URJA VIKAS NIGAM LIMITED
Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan, Racecourse,

Vadodara-390007
Phone : (0265) 2334751, Website : www.guvnl.com

CIN U40109GJ2004SGC045195
E-TENDER NOTICE

GUVNL, a Govt. of Gujarat undertaking hereby invites e-tender
for purchase of 500 MW power during 06:00 Hrs. to 09:00 Hrs.
& 17:00 Hrs. to 21:00 Hrs. for the period from 20-03-2022 to 28-
02-2023 at GETCO periphery (interconnection point of Gujarat
STU with CTU) as per Ministry of Power (MoP), Govt. of India
Guidelines dated 30-03-2016 read with amendment to the
guideline notified on 21-02-2022. RFP is available at
www.mstcecommerce.com from 04-03-2022. Bid has to be
submitted online through DEEP portal of MoP. All terms and
conditions shall be as per RFP.
Date: 05-03-2022 General Manager (Commerce)

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,
PHED, REGION AJMER

PHONE NO. 0145-2624748 FAX NO. 0145-2627671
No. F. ( )/Ar. MP/2021-2022/4383-435 Dated: 22.2.22

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR WORKS
Bids for the work of construction of GLSR, P, L, J, T and Commissioning of pipe lines with
allied works including one year defect liability period 5 years O & M thereafter for Ajaynagar-
Jagrati Nagar area, Ajmer, are invited from interested bidders upto 16.03.2022.
Other particulars of the Bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state.

UBN No.: PHE2122WSOB14542
NIB No.: PHE2122A6606 Sd/-

(Mukul Bhargava)
Additional Chief Engineer,

DIPR/C/2797/2022 PHED, Region, Ajmer

RUSSIACONTROLSasmuchas
44percentofglobalpalladium
supplies,Ukraineproducesa
significant70percentofthe
globalsupplyofneon—thekeyraw
materialsthatgointomakingchips

THOUGHCHIPmakingfirms
havestockpiledresourcessincethe
2015shortage,ifadeal isnot
brokeredsoon,thechipshortage
willgetworse Source:Moody’s/PTI

‘Russia-Ukraine conflict to
further worsen chip shortage’
TheUkrainewar canhit supply chains and theworst impact
will be on the chip shortage, said aMoody’s Analytics report

Shelling inKyiv.Reuters

Industries, like automakers, phonemakers, and others are
increasingly reliant on chips for their products to work

‘Services sector
activities expand
slightly in Feb’
NewDelhi:Services sector activi-
ties inIndiapickedupmarginally
inFebruaryon thebackof better
demandconditionsandtheretreat
of thecoronaviruspandemicbut
therateofexpansionwasthesec-
ond-slowest since last July and
subduedbyhistorical standards,
accordingtoamonthlysurvey.
Reflecting amoderate rateof

expansion,theseasonallyadjusted
IHSMarkitIndiaServicesBusiness
Activity Index rose to 51.8 in
Februaryfrom51.5inJanuary.
APurchasingManagers’Index

readingofover50indicatesexpan-
sionwhile the level below50re-
flectscontraction.ENS,WITHPTI

ALLSECTORS,barringIT,
endedlowerwithauto,
metalsandrealtybecom-
ingthetoplosers.Sustai-
nedforeignfundoutflows
weighedonsentiment.

FPI
outflowsE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

War impact: Rupee
breaches 76, Sensex
down 5% since Feb 24

LIC IPO timing to hinge on
how mkt behaves: Pandey
NewDelhi:Thegovernmentwould
closelyobservethemarketbefore
takingcallonthetimingoftheini-
tial public offer of Life Insurance
Corporation, Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management Secretary Tuhin
KantaPandeysaidonFriday.
The statement came amid

heightened uncertainty over
whetherthemegaissuewouldhit
themarketinthecurrentfiscalas
wasplannedbefore theunfore-
seen event of Russia-Ukraine

war.Speakingat anevent organ-
ised by the Competition
Commission of India, Pandey
vowedto“keepthebestinterestof
the investorsandstakeholders in
mind”,buthintedthatthecurrent
dynamicsituationmightrequirea
changeinthetimingoftheissue.
“That (to comeoutwith the

IPO byMarch-end) has always
beenourdesire,butnowwiththis
crisis (Russia-Ukraine) ...wehave
tobewatchfulandmakeourstrat-
egyaccordingly.”FE

NSE calls applications
for MD & CEO post

The5-yeartermofcurrent
MD&CEOVikramLimaye
willcometoanendinJuly.File

PrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi inNewDelhi.PTI

‘Invest in green hydrogen output’

New Delhi
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HIMACHAL PRADESH

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
The Executive Engineer HPPWD Division Hamirpur Distt. Hamirpur H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the item rate bids, in
electronic tendering system from the eligible class for the works as detailed in the table.

Sr.
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost (Rs.)

Starting Date
for downloding

Bid

EMD
(Rs.)

Deadline for
Submission of

Bid

1 Beautification of drainage system and creation of facilities near
Bus Stand Hamirpur. (SH:- C/o Rotatory System at Rd 3/690 to
3/752, Extension of RCC Slab Culvert at RD 3/700 and C/o
Retaining wall at RD 4/240 to 4/250).

665880.00

11.03.2022 13400.00 19.03.2022

2 Restoration of rain damages on Mattan Sidh Hamirpur Pacca
Bharo road km 0/0 to 5/400). (SH: C/o Footpath RD 4/260 to
4/360, extension of RCC Slab Culvert atnd laying of 450mm dia
Hume Pipe under footpath RD 4/260 to 4/360). (Right Side).

876783.00

11.03.2022 17600.00 19.03.2022

3 C/O Residential Building for Officers and Officials of HP Staff
Selection Commission Hamirpur Distt. Hamirpur (HP) (SH: C/O
4 Nos Type-IV Quarters Building portion, Water Supply and
Sanitary Installation and Rain Water Harvesting Tank)

12234308.00

11.03.2022 153900.00 19.03.2022

4 Periodic Maintenance of PMGSY Rural roads un PBFI 2019-20
Part-I under Lambloo Sub-Division (I) Link road to village Sai
Brahmna to Panjali Km. 01/0 to 01/600 (ii) link road to vill. Baloh
Km. 01/200 to 01/600).

871908.00 11.03.2022
17500.00

19.03.2022

5 C/O Govt. Degree College Bharmoti at Nadaun Distt. Hamirpur.
(SH: C/O building portion water supply and sanitary installation
2 Nos. Type-II Qtrs.).

3736363.00 11.03.2022
63600.00

19.03.2022

6 Construction of 6 Nos. Type-II Residences in Distt. Jail Complex at
Hamirpur Distt. Hamirpur (H.P.). (SH: Construction of building
portion, water supply & sanitary installation and site development).

13448261.00
11.03.2022 45600.00 19.03.2022

7 C/o link road Bhatwara to Nalti road km 0/0 to 4/0. (SH:- ROFD
in km 0/480 to 0/645, 0/750 to 0/825 and construction of
retaining walls at various RDs). MMGSY

934851.00
11.03.2022 14400.00 19.03.2022

8 Construction of Mini Secretariat Building at Nadaun District
Hamirpur. (SH: Providing and laying of grass grid, plantation of
shadow trees/shrubs/selection one grass etc).

573414.00 11.03.2022 18700.00 19.03.2022

9 AMP for the year 2022-23 On Various road Under Lambloo Sub
Division . (SH : P/L Tack coat, 30 mm Bituminous concrete and
thermoplastic layer on:) Village Road. (i) Malana to Chheorin
Via Trind road KM 0/00 to 2/00 (VR-053) (ii) Mattan Sidh
Tropka KM 0/00 to 3/200 (VR-0168) (iii) Link road to Village
Lambloo KM 0/00 to 1/720. (VR-0107) (iv) Link road Ghara to
Gajoh Via Ropa KM 0/00 to 1/160 (VR-0149) (v) Link road to
Upper Bohni KM 0/00 to 0/360. (VR-150) (vi) Bhira Halana
Road KM RD 8/00 to 9/800 (VR- 043) (vii) Link road to Village
Bhatti KM 0/00 to 0/500. (VR-048) (viii) Link road to Village
Bharnot KM 0/00 to 0/600 (VR-060) (ix) Lambloo Sikander road
Via Jhatwar Km 0/00 to 6/00 (VR-065) (x) Harson to Langwan
Via Gudwin road KM 0/00 to 1/00 (VR-102) (xi) Ukhli Phapan
road KM 0/00 to 4/00 (VR-054) (xii) Mair Pandwin Chauntra
road KM 0/00 to 1/400 (VR-055) (xiii) Mair Bhagetoo road 0/00
to 1/700 (VR-056) (xiv) Sai Baba Mandir to Harijan Basti
Kadhriyana KM 0/00 to 0/400 (VR-186) (xv) Tikkar to Samrala
road KM 0/00 to 1/00 (VR-065) (xvi) Link road to Patwar Khana
(Mohin) Munsi Ram House KM 0/00 to 0/500 (VR-167)

1,76,83,874.00 11.03.2022 2,09,400.00 19.03.2022

10 Repair & Maintenace of varios Bridges under Lambloo Sub-Division.
(SH: Repair of wearing coat, railing and scoured abutments).

822517.00 11.03.2022 6500.00 19.03.2022

11 Repair and maintenance of various bridges in Nadaun sub
division. (SH: Repair and maintenance of damage bearing
course , R.C.C Railing , Wheel Guard and parapets).

1402504.00 11.03.2022 28100.00 19.03.2022

12 Repair and maintenance of various Bridges under HPPWD
Sub-Division Hamirpur. (SH: (1) Repair of bridges on Baru
Hamirpur via Anu road at RD 1/820 and RD 4/100. (2) Repair
of bridge on Mohin to Darkoti road at RD 6/680. (3) Repair of
bridge on Mattan Sidh Hamirpur Pucca Bharo road at RD
0/705 and RD 2/400).

887885.00 11.03.2022 17800.00 19.03.2022

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.hptenders.gov.in
Executive Engineer,
Hamirpur Division,

HPPWD, Hamirpur. Pin Code 177001
Telephone No. 01972-222510, e-mail: ee-ham-hp@nic.in

On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh
7343/HP --HIM SUCHANA AVAM JAN SAMPARK--

SXfáÑXe¹f À½ffÀ±¹f d¸fVf³f
¸f²¹f´fiQZVf

d»faIY SXûOX ³fa., ´fÂfIYfSX IYf»fû³fe, ·fû´ff»f
BÊX-¸fZ»f-ddoanhm@mp.gov.in
RYû³f ³fa. -0755-4092590, 4092591

IiY¸ffaIY/E³fE¨fE¸f/IYf¹ffÊ.´fiVff./2022/ ·fû´ff»f, dQ³ffaIY....................
d½fÄfd´°f

SfáÑe¹f À½ffÀ±¹f d¸fVf³f, ¸f.´fi. Aa°f¦fÊ°f C´f Àfa¨ff»fI (ÀMûS/I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ´fiVffÀf³f/d½f²ff³fÀf·ff) IZ ´fQ I e ´fcd°fÊ ´fid°fd¹fbd¢°f A±f½ff
Àfad½fQf d³f¹fbd¢°f (´fZ-¸ffBÊ³Àf ´fZÔVf³f) IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ dI ¹fZ ªff³fZ WZ°fb ´ffÂf A·¹fd±fÊ¹fûÔ ÀfZ Af½fZQ³f Af¸fadÂf°f dI ¹fZ ªff°fZ W`ÔÜ ´fQ I f
d½f½fS¯f d³f¸³ff³fbÀffS W` :-

CX´fSXû¢°f ´fQ WZX°fb Af½fZQ³f ´fÂf d³f¸³f ¸fZÔ Vf°fZË :-
1. ÀfZ½ff d³f½fÈØf Ad²fI fSe Àfe²û d¸fVf³f Àfa¨ff»fI I û Af½fZQ³f ´fiÀ°fb°f I SZÔ¦fZÜ
2. VffÀfI e¹f d½f·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ I f¹fÊS°f Ad²fI fSe ´fid°fd³f¹fbd¢°f ´fS ÀfZ½ff¹fZÔ QZ³fZ IZ d»f¹fZ ÀfW¸f°f Wû³fZ I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ Cd¨f°f ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ

Af½fZQ³f d¸fVf³f Àfa¨ff»fI I û ´fiÀ°fb°f I SmÔ¦fZÜ
3. ´fid°fd³f¹fbd¢°f ´fS ¨f¹f³f I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ VffÀfI e¹f ÀfZ½fI I û ÀfZ½ffI f»f ¸fZÔ ªffa¨f/»fûI f¹fb¢°f ´fiI S¯f Àfa¶fa²fe ³f ¸ffa¦f´fÂf E½fa

d½f¦f°f 5 ½f¿fÊ I e ¦fû´f³fe¹f ´fid°f½fZQ³f ¸fc»¹ffaI ³f ´fÂfI ´fiZd¿f°f I S³ff Ad³f½ff¹fÊ Wû¦ffÜ
4. ´fid°fd³f¹fbd¢°f 2 ½f¿fÊ WZ°fb Wû¦fe, ªfû Af½fV¹fI °ff³fbÀffS/Ad²fI fSe IZ I f¹fÊ ¸fc»¹ffaI ³f IZ Af²ffS ´fS Af´fÀfe d½f·ff¦f I e

ÀfW¸fd°f ÀfZ Ad²fI °f¸f 2 ½f¿fÊ AüS ¶fPÞfBÊ ªff ÀfIZ ¦feÜ
5. Àfad½fQf d³f¹fb¢°f 1 ½f¿fÊ I e A½fd²f IZ d»f¹fZ Wû¦fe, ªfû Af½fV¹fI °ff³fbÀffS/Ad²fI fSe IZ I f¹fÊ ¸fc»¹ffaI ³f IZ Af²ffS ´fS ´fid°f½f¿fÊ

(65 ½f¿fÊ I e Af¹fb ´fc¯fÊ Wû³fZ °fI ) 1 ½f¿fÊ IZ d»f¹fZ ¶fPÞf¹fe ªff ÀfI °fe W`Ü
6. ¨f¹f³f ÀffÃff°I fS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ dI ¹ff ªff¹fZ¦ffÜ
7. d¸fVf³f Àfa¨ff»fI , SfáÑe¹f À½ffÀ±¹f d¸fVf³f, ¸f²¹f´fiQZVf I f d³f¯fÊ¹f Aad°f¸f E½fa ¶ff²¹fI fSe Wû¦ffÜ
8. A·¹f±feÊ Af½fZQ³f ´fÂf ÀfZ½ff d½f½fS¯f ÀfdW°f Cd¨f°f ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ d¸fVf³f Àfa¨ff»fI , SfáÑe¹f À½ffÀ±¹f d¸fVf³f ¸f²¹f´fiQZVf, d»faI SûO

³fa. 03, ´fÂfI fS I f»fû³fe IZ Àff¸f³fZ ·fû´ff»f ¸fZÔ ´fiÀ°fb°f I SmÔÜ
9. Af½fZQ³f ´fÂf ´fiÀ°fb°f I S³fZ I e Aad°f¸f d°fd±f 17.03.2022 d³f²ffÊdS°f I e ªff°fe W`Ü
10. Af½fZQ³f ´fÂf I f ´fifø ´f SfáÑe¹f À½ffÀ±¹f d¸fVf³f I e ½fZ¶fÀffBM www.nhnmp.gov.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f W`Ü WXÀ°ff/-

Àfb³fe»f Àf¢ÀfZ³ff
CX´f Àfa¨ff»fIY (IYf.´fi./Àf¸f³½f¹f)

ªfe-23298/21 E³f.E¨f.E¸f. (¸f.´fi.)
IYûSXû³ff ÀfZ ¶f¨f³fZ IYe °fe³f ¶ff°fZÔ ¶fWbX°f ªføYSXe, MXeIYf »f¦f½ff³ff, ¸ffÀIY ´fWX³f³ff AüSX A´f³ff³ff Qû ¦fªf IYe QcSXe

IiaY. ´fQ³ff¸f ´fQ IYe
Àfa£¹ff

Ad³f½ff¹fÊ
VüÃfd¯fIY AWÊX°ff

Af¹fb A³fb·f½f ½fZ°f³f E½fa ´fdSX»fd¶²f¹ffa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1. C´f Àfa¨ff»fI
(ÀMûS I f¹ffÊ»f¹f,
´fiVffÀf³f, Àf¸f³½f¹f
E½fa d½f²ff³fÀf·ff)

01 À³ff°fI (dI Àfe
·fe d½f¿f¹f ¸fZÔ)

1. ´fid°fd³f¹fbd¢°f WZ°fb
50 ½f¿fÊ ÀfZ Ad²fI
³fWeÔ A±f½ff
2. Àfad½fQf (65
½f¿fÊ ÀfZ Ad²fI
³fWeÔ)

VffÀfI e¹f ÀfZ½ff ¸fZÔ 10
½f¿fÊ I f ´fiVffÀfd³fI I f¹fÊ
A³fb·f½f, dªfÀf¸fZÔ

d½f²ff³fÀf·ff, I f¹ffÊ»f¹f
´fiVffÀf³f E½fa ·faOfS I f
A³fb·f½f Wû³ff Ad³f½ff¹fÊ W`

¸f.´fi. VffÀf³f ¸fZÔ I f¹fÊS°f Ad²fI fdS¹fûÔ
(dõ°fe¹f ßfZ¯fe) I û ½f°fÊ¸ff³f ´fQ ´fS ´fif~

½fZ°f³f ´fdS»fd¶²f¹ffa QZ¹f WûÔ¦fe
A±f½ff

¸f.´fi. VffÀf³f I e dõ°fe¹f ßfZ¯fe ´fQ ÀfZ
ÀfZ½ffd³f½fÈØf Ad²fI fdS¹fûÔ I û Aad°f¸f ½fZ°f³f
IZ Af²ffS ´fS À½feIÈ °f ´fZÔVf³f I e SfdVf
I ¸f I S³fZ IZ C´fSfa°f Vû¿f SfdVf ½fZ°f³f IZ

ø ´f ¸fZÔ Qe ªff¹f¦feÜ

APPENDIX IV [See rule 8 (1)]
POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Vistaar Financial
Services Private Limited under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers
conferred under Section 13 (12) readwithRule 3 of theSecurity Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notice dated 27-10-2021 calling upon the Borrower(s)
Sushma Devi, Sushma Devi and Others (Legal Heirs of Late Dinesh Kumar
Sharma & Yogesh Kumar Varshney to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice
being Rs. 2052460.00/- (Rupees Twenty Lakhs Fifty Two Thousand Four Sixty
Only) against Loan Account No.0189SBML01545 as on 05-10-2021 along with
future interest and other charges etc till actual payment within 60 days from the date of
receipt of the saidNotice..
The Borrower(s) having failed to repay the amount, Notice is hereby given to the
Borrower(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic
Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on
him under Sub-Section (4) of Section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this the 3rd day of March of the year 2022.
The Borrower(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal
with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of
Vistaar Financial Services Private Limited for an amount Rs. 20,52,460.00/-
(Rupees Twenty Lakhs Fifty two Thousand Four Sixty Only) as on 05-10-2021
alongwith future interest and other charges etc till actual payment.
The Borrowers' attention is invited to provisions of Sub-Section (8) of Section 13 of the
Act in respect of time available, to redeem theSecuredAssets.
Description of the Secured Asset: All that piece and parcel of Nagar Nigam House
No.19/448 Situated in Mauza Pala Sahibabad, Pargana & tehsil Koil, Aligarh,
Measuring Area More or less 125.41 Sq. Mtr. East : House of Omkar & Neeraj etc,
West: House of Rajpal Singh, North: House of Har Prasad, South: 9 Feet Wide road,
Registration Details- Book No-1, Zild No-7099, pages from 397 to 422 Doc No-1387 in
the year 2017withSubRegistrar-IIIAligarh in the nameof SushmaDevi.

Registered Office: Plot No 59 & 60- 23,22nd Cross, 29th Main
BTM 2nd Stage, Bengaluru 560076. www.vistaarfinance.com

Vistaar Financial Services Pvt Ltd

Date: 03-03-2022
Place: Aligarh, Uttarpradesh

Authorized Officer
Vistaar Financial Services Private Limited

E 11081

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

INVITATION FOR BIDS(IFB)
The Executive Engineer H.P.P.W.D., Theog Division on behalf of Governor of H.P. invites the item rate basis, in electronic tendering system from the
eligible class of contractors registered with H.P.P.W.D., for the works as detailed in the table:-

Sr.
No

Name of work Estimated
cost

Starting date for
downloading bid

Earnest
money

Time
allowed

Cost
of form

Deadline for
submission

of bid
1 Annual Maintenance of Kargoli Nallah to Deha

road km 0/0 to 8/0 (SH: P/L Bitumonious concrete
in km 0/0 t 8/0

1,91,07,296 25/03/2021
17:00 Hrs.

12,500 Three
months

5000 04/04/2022
17:00 Hrs.

2 Annual Maintenance of Ghorna Deothi road km 0/0
to 7/0 (SH: Prov. Bitumonious macadam in km 0/0
to 5/0 & P/L bituminious conc. In km 0/0 to 7/0)

1,63,55,993 25/03/2021 1,96,000 Three
months

5000 04/04/2022
17:00 Hrs.

3 Annual Maintenance of Chailla Ghood km 0/0 to
16/0 (SH: Prov. And laying bitumonious conc.
30mm thick in km 2/0 to 4/0

28,96,920 17:00 Hrs. 51,000 One
months

1500 04/04/2022
17:00 Hrs.

4 Annual Maintenance of Sainj Deha Chopal road
km0/0 to 2/0 (SH: Prov. And laying bituminous
conc. 19/0 to 20/740

2,52,20,263 25/03/2021 19,300 One
months

350 04/04/2022
17:00 Hrs.

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.hptenders.govt.in
Executive Engineer

Theog Division B&R, H.P.P.W.D.,Theog
7345/HP Tel.01782238376, Email: ee-the-hp@nic.in

New Delhi
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CROSSWORD4680

ACROSS
1 Whatbackersofhorsesmust
expect? (8)

5 Reducethesizeof an
enclosure?(4)

9 Troubledbytakingagirlback
(5)

10 Still outof tune?
(7)

11 He’snothimself (12)
13 Foolholdingcompanycapital
(6)

14 They leadone into
conspiracies
(6)

17 Notmuchgainwehear for
Malachimaybe
(5,7)

20 Hewaits fora job
(7)

21 Runawayto joinupperhaps
(5)

22 Drawnandknotted
(4)

23 Being late lastmonthwasa
relief (8)

DOWN
1 InawayDora’swrong
(4)

2 Massesof books (7)
3 Hardlydescriptiveof the time
afinaldemandarrives
(3-6,3)

4 Passaway inasleepperhaps
(6)

6 It isevidentTrevorhasn’t
finishedgettingup
(5)

7 Strideaboutontheshipwhen
there’s trouble
(8)

8 Battlearea ispartof thebook’s
first illustration (12)

12 Monkeycausingsomeflurry in
themarket (8)

15 Havingournoseputoutof
joint ishardtobear (7)

16 Squirmlikeamanunder
summons?(6)

18 Patientcaretaker (5)
19 Not thegardener’s favourite
littlenumber (4)

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr20)
Theremaynowbe
nowayyoucan
maintain thepeace.
Itmust be said that

there are timeswhen
arguments orharshwords are
necessary if youare to clear the
air and settle someoneelse's
hash. But youdohave tomake
sure that youhave the right
person inyour sights.

TAURUS (Apr21 -May21)
Yourobstinate
adherence toyour
ambitions couldbe
the causeofmuch

friction.Areyou really sure
thatnow is themoment to
force various issues, or doyou
think itwouldbebetter tobide
your time?Youmaywell do
best to err on the side
of caution.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
It's time toget
tough, yet I doubt if
anyone cando soas
charmingly as you.

It's verymuchaquestion
of the iron fist in thevelvet
glove, your firmresolve
delivered in thenicest possible
way. Your strength is, you see,
that youare about tobe
proved right.

CANCER (June22 - July23)
Passion is in the air.
Certainpersonal
encountersmaybe
tremendously

exciting.Oneor two
experiencesmightbe rather
tooblunt for your liking,
though.Monetary affairs and
expenses couldbe theonly
significant causeof discord
but, even then, deeper
emotionalmotives are
most important.

LEO (July24 -Aug23)
Involvementswhich
once seemedso
desirable, no longer
holdout the

promise theyofferedat first.
It looks verymuch, though,
as if someonehas seen
throughyour little game.
Perhapsyou shouldhave
beenmore straightforward
about your real,
personal needs.

VIRGO(Aug24 - Sep23)
There is a lot tobe
said for keeping
yourdistanceyet,
rightnow, Iwould

advise you tomovecloser to
otherpeople, especially
emotionally. Itmaynotbeeasy
to express your real feelings,
butdohaveago. If anything
canbedone to changea
partner'smind, do it.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct23)
A long-standing
relationshipor
involvementhas
beengoing through

a stressful phase, but younow
have theopportunity to set
matters straight.Domestic
repairs shouldbeapriority if
good feeling is tobe restored.
Fixpractical problems
andotherquestionswill
be resolved.

SCORPIO (Oct24 -Nov22)
Youhave certainly
doneagreat deal to
safeguardyour
long-termhealth

and security. If otherpeople
havealsobenefited fromyour
efforts, youmayexpect aword
of thanks.However, youmay
have to accept that gratitude is
not anemotion thatpartners
are likely to feel.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
You'rehappiestwhen
everythingisoutin
theopen.Thisiswhy
youmaynothavean

easytimewhenthecausesof
currentproblemsliedeepinthe
past,perhapsinapartner's
backgroundratherthanyours.
Thisismorereasonwhyyou
shouldtrytobesympathetic
andunderstanding.

CAPRICORN(Dec23 - Jan20)
Adverse aspects to
planets in strategic
sectors of your solar
chart arepushing

you intogettingyour act
togetherproperly for a change.
This relates to yourwillingness
to share informationand
discussplanswith thepeople
whomattermost.

AQUARIUS (Jan21-Feb19)
Standyour ground,
butdon't expect
partners toback
down. Thebest

solutionmightbean
honourable compromise in
whichyoubothagree to
pursueyour separate goals. An
amicable reconciliationwill
thenbe thenext step. Thatwill
leaveyou free to get back
togetherwhenyouwish.

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar20)
Pisces, the
peacemaker, should
bemakinghis, or
her, appearance

today. Peoplewill be snapping
at eachother fornoother
reason than that it seems
easier thanbeingnice. Stand
above suchpetty squabbles,
and try tomake friends and
familymembers see that there
is no reasonwhy they
shouldn't get on.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Weareborncrying, livecomplaining,anddie____.-ThomasFuller(12)

SOLUTION:ORATE,NISEI,TANDEM,APPEND
Answer:Weareborncrying,livecomplaining,anddiedisappointed.-ThomasFuller

RTAEO AEMDNT

ENIIS NAPPED

SolutionsCrossword4679:Across:1IronCross,8Henna,9Consult,10Infact,11
Stolen,12Throttle,15Explodes,18Oberon,20Lloyds,21Avenues,22Tango,23
Neediness.Down:2Roost,3Nestle,4Relented,5Shinto,6Infants,7Cattlepen,11
Satellite,13Resolved,14Appoint,16Oddson,17Pennon,19Omens.

JUMBLEDWORDS

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDALOVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

ABHISHEKPUROHIT
MOHALI,MARCH4

“I TOLD RAHUL bhai I am feeling like I am
makingmydebutalloveragain.Therewere
butterflies in my stomach. I didn’t realise
themagnitude of the occasion until today,
whenthepresentationhappenedandthere
werepeople inthestadium. I feltverynerv-
ous,” said Virat Kohli after the end of the
firstday’splay intheMohaliTestagainstSri
Lanka.
In themorning, the stage had been set

forViratKohli’s100thTestmatch.Longhav-
ingignoredTestcricket,Mohalihadbegunto
turnupquite early for themanwhoadores
the format. His wife, brother, BCCI biggies,
theywere all there. The entire India squad
stood behind in a line as head coach Rahul
Dravid presented Kohli with a special cap
for the landmarkbefore the start of play.
Thecrowderupted incelebrationat the

fall of Mayank Agarwal and cheered Kohli
all the way to the pitch in the 19th over. It
can’t be said that he didn’t give them their
money’sworth.Hestayedinthemiddle for
104minutes, and played some authorita-
tivestrokes.But justwhen it appeared that
thiswas the start thatwould be converted
into that elusive century – he’s given that
feeling before too – hemade a basic error
to bebowled for 45.
Thecrowdwouldneverapproachtheal-

lowed 50 percent capacity during the day,
butevenacoupleofhoursbeforethesched-
uled9.30amstart, therewerequeuesbuild-
ing up at various entrances to the Punjab
Cricket Association Stadium. Shouts of
‘Kohli, Kohli’ rang out fromone gate or the
other. There was a group of young men
holding up a poster proclaiming, ‘You will
always be our captain’. All thiswas to have
beenlost,butforthelast-minutedecisionto
not play thematch to anempty stadium.
Onlyafewhundredhadmadetheirway

inwhile the teamswerewarmingup.Even
thosemanymadeplentyofnoisewhenever
Kohli took a catch at first slip. Hardly any-
oneseemedtoinitiallynoticeRohitSharma
walkingout forhis firstTest toss inhis cap-
tain’sblazer.ForKohliwasmakingthewalk
backat thesametimetowardsthedressing
roomto change intohiswhites.
It was only half an instant, but as Rohit

neared the pitch, Kohli, who’d reached the
boundaryby then, turnedaround to lookat
thespotthathadbeenhisall theseyears.He
thenputhisheaddownanddisappearedout
of sight into thedressing room.
Soon, Dravid was all smiles as he got

mic’d up for the cap presentation, followed
by16 Indianplayers forming a line. Skipper
Rohitwasnowheretobeseenforabitbefore
he jogged out having put his pads on. As

AnushkaSharmawalkeduptobebyherhus-
band’sside,Dravidwentontosayafewtyp-
ically solemnwordsabout theoccasion.
“It’s a testament to everything. It's well

deserved,wellearned,andhopefullyitisjust
the start of many things to come,” Dravid
said. “Aswe say in the dressing room, dou-
ble itup."
“Thanks Rahul bhai, it's a special mo-

ment for me,” Kohli said. “Mywife is here
withme,my brother is there in the stands.
Everyoneisveryproud. It’sateamgameand
the journey wouldn’t have been possible
without you guys. Thanks to the BCCI too. I
couldn’t have received it fromabetter per-
son,mychildhoodhero. I stillhavethatpic-
ture with you frommy Under-15 days. In
present-day cricket, with the amount we
playwith three formats andan IPL, theone
takeawaythenextgenerationcantakefrom
me is that I played100 games in thepurest
format.”
Formalpresentationsareoftenbanalities

thathavetobegonethroughbutitwashard
nottofeeltheemotionfromKohli inthisone

as he hugged Anushkamultiple times, be-
foreDravid signed off with a couple of very
formal looking handshakes with husband
andwife.As the teamsproceededto lineup
forthenationalanthems,Rohitwalkedupto
Kohli, thrust his right palm into his former
captain’s,andhadaquickhalf-hug.Afterthe
anthems, Sri Lanka skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne came over to Kohli to shake
hands. ‘Kohli,Kohli,’ thechantskeptcoming.
When itwas his turn to bat, they turned

intoa roarwhichseemed to injectmoreen-
ergyintohissprintoutof thedressingroom.
His first four, a bullet of a straightdrive, sent

thecrescendohigher.Theswat-flickthrough
midwicketmade an appearance, so did the
coverdrive.He left anddefended thepacers
well. But the left-arm spinner Lasith
Embuldeniya troubledhimevery fewdeliv-
eries.Insideedgeontopad,leadingedge,one
popped almost into the bowler’s hands.
Embuldeniya kept hitting a good length
aroundoff,butKohlikeptstretchingforward
tosmotherthem. InSouthAfrica,hewouldgo
through long periods of self-denial before
suddenlyplayingawaywardshotandgetting
out. In Mohali, after safely keeping out
Embuldeniya,hesuddenlychosetogobackto
a ball that had pitched on the same length.
Thisoneturnedabitmorethanheexpected,
anditwasallover.Thesemistakeshaveoften
come out of nowhere,when he’s looked al-
rightotherwise.
HanumaViharisoonfollowedKohliback

to the pavilion on 58 and Shreyas Iyer’s fall
made it 228 for 5, after which it was up to
RishabhPant(96off97)andRavindraJadeja
(batting45)torevivethescoreto357for6at
stumps. However, Kohli doesn’t think he
needstochangeanythinginhispreparation
process.
“I’m preparing theway I always have,”

Kohlisaid.“AslongasIambattingwell, Iam
not bothered at all. I have been involved in
very important partnerships for the team.
Even today, the partnership of 90 (with
Vihari) was important for us. I have never
beenbotheredaboutmilestones.Thesecon-
versations happen on the outside andwill
continue to happen becausewe are some-
howobsessed aboutmilestones andmate-
rialisticachievements.” Obsessedenoughto
havemadehim feel that hewasplayinghis
firstTestandnothis100th.

SCOREBOARDONDAY1

India:

MAgarwal lbw b Embuldeniya 33
R Sharma c Lakmal b L Kumara 29
HVihari b Vishwa Fernando 58
Virat Kohli b Embuldeniya 45
Rishabh Pant b Lakmal 96
S Iyer lbw bDhananjaya de Silva 27
Ravindra Jadeja batting 45
Ravichandran Ashwin batting 10
Extras: (LB-5, NB-9) 14
Total: (For sixwickets in 85 Overs) 357
Fall ofWickets: 1-52, 2-80, 3-170, 4-
175, 5-228, 6-332.
Bowling: S Lakmal 16-1-63-1, V
Fernando 16-1-69-1, L Kumara 10.5-1-
52-1, L Embuldeniya 28-2-107-2, D de
Silva 11-1-47-1, C Asalanka 3.1-0.14-0.

Itwasonlyhalf aninstant,but
asRohitnearedthepitchforthe
toss,Kohli,who’dreachedthe
boundarybythen, turned
aroundto lookat thespotthat
hadbeenhisall theseyears.

Kohli cameo on special day

ViratKohli stayed inthemiddle for104minutes. PTI

GAURAVBHATT
NEWDELHI,MARCH4

WELLBEGUN,nearlydone. Indiafinishedthe
first day of theirWorld Group I Play-off tie
againstDenmarkwitha2-0lead.Ramkumar
RamanathanbeatChristianSiggsgaard6-3,6-
2 before Yuki Bhambri defeated Mikael
Torpegaard6-4,6-4onFriday.
Muchof thebuild-upwas focusedon the

grasscourtsattheDelhiGymkhanaClub,and
howvariousgrassexpertsandlocalgardeners
hadporedovereachblade.Thehostshadcho-
sen the surface to exploitDenmark’s general
unfamiliaritywith grass andbankingon the
playingstylesofIndians.WhiletheDaneshad
sportedgamefacesandtalkedaboutbeingun-
derdogsreadytocauseupsets,thewritingwas
alwaysonthegrass.
TheIndiansweresimplybettertennisplay-

ersontheday.Therewasanobviousgulfintal-
ent,magnifiedbythesurface.
As expected, Ramkumarwas themain

man for India.With a game tailormade for
grass,helikestoserveandvolley.Theopening
gameof the tie set the tone. Ramkumar fol-
lowedeachserve—firstorsecond—tothenet.
Meanwhile, Sigsgaard, glued to thebaseline,
struggled to timehis returns. TheDaneven-
turedforwardonce,tocatchaRamkumardrop
shot.Hescampered,reachedtheball,couldn’t
stopslidingandstumbledintothenettocon-
cedethepoint.Hesomewhatfoundhisfooting,
but lost serve at 1-2withdesperate forays to
thenet.Andwhenthevolleysweren’t letting
himdown,hisservicedid.Sigsgaardsentdown
eight doublefaultstoRamkumar’sthree.
Itwasn’t thatRamkumarwasimpervious

at thenet.He shankeda fewvolleys andwas
occasionallypassedbyagroundstroke.Buthe
was simplymorecomfortableon the surface
and anticipated better than the 824-ranked
Dane.Throughout theweek,Ramkumarhad
maintainedthattheconditionswere“perfect”
andthegrasswas“great.”“Stayslow,it’squick,
it goes through, the sliceworks,” he had as-
sessedduringpracticesessions.
The sliceworked alright. ForDenmark’s

hopesofadvancing,itwasadeathbythousand
slices.Whennotkillingoffpoints,Ramkumar
tookthepaceoffwithbackhandslices.“I love
to slice and I love to come in. I servedpretty
well.AndImadea fewgoodfirstvolleysdur-
ing the start of thematch. That just keptme
going,”Ramkumarsaid.

Surfacematters
Non-playingcaptainRohitRajpaldiscussed

howthesurfacewasmatchedwithasuitable
tactic.
“We clearly had a strategy where we

workedon the courts to ensure that it plays
low, and the slicesmovewell andkick off. If
youseetheirgrips, theyarewayoverthetop,
clay-court, hard-court grips. The ideawas to
keep it lowand trouble themasmuchaswe

could.”
UnlikeRamkumar,grass-courttennisdoes-

n’tcomenaturallytoYuki.Itwas,thus,intrigu-
ing towatch twobaseliners try andadapt in
real time. While Ramkumar dealt with
Sigsgaardinlessthananhour,thetwosetsbe-
tweenYuki and Torpegaard nearlywent 90
minutes.Thesurfaceagainplayedapivotalrole.
Afterthetwotradedearlybreaksintheopen-
ingset,Torpegaardconcededhisserveat4-4in
a game that saw the 6’4 Dane repeatedly
beatenbythepaceand lowbounce.Withhis
opponent’s timingoff, Bhambri constructed
andfinishedpointswithapproachshots.
Thebiggest server of the four on theday,

Torpegaardhadhismoments.Bhambri’slead
inthesecondsetwascutfrom4-1to5-4asthe
Danewentforbroke.FourofTorpegaard’ssix
acescameinthesecondset,butalsofiveofhis
sevendouble faults. Eventually, Torpegaard,
who led themajority of games but couldn’t
closethemout,wasdefeatedbythemorecon-
sistentBhambri,whoalsoembracedtheslice.
“IthinkforRam,thatstylecomesnaturally.

Forme, itwasbitof astrategy,”saidBhambri.
“Irealisedthatthecourtwasplayingverylow.
Iammoreofatraditionalbaselinerwholikes
tohittheball.ButIrealisedtheslicesarediffi-
culttoputaway.”Torpegaardconcededhisop-
ponent has “got a goodbackhand slice” and
“steppeduphisgamewhenitmattered”.
“That’swhat separates the goodplayers

fromthegreatplayers.Countlessexamplesout
thereofmebeingahead in thegamesbuthe
steppedup,” said Torpegaard. “It’s a verydif-
ferentgameonherethan itwouldhavebeen
onhardcourts.IthinkIranoutoftimetowards
the end. Iwouldhave liked for it to go into a
third set, like thegoodolddays.” The reverse
singles fixtures on Saturdaywill remain on
grass and continue to be three-setmatches.
ButtheywillonlycomeintoplayiftheDanish
pairpullsofftheunthinkableindoubles.Asfor
India, Rajpal confessed that Ramkumar’s
showinginsinglescouldhaveputhimintothe
runningtopartnerRohanBopanna.
“Wehave that option looking at theway

weplayedtoday,”hesaid.

Formercaptainplayedsomeauthoritativestrokes forhis45beforemakinganerror inhis100thTest

India flourish on grass to
take control over Danes

YukiBhambrionFriday. PraveenKhanna

New Delhi
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SHANE WARNE
1969-2022

TheBallof theCenturyperfectlycapturedwhat
ShaneWarnewasall about -hisart, skill,
personaandthehallucinatoryeffectonthe

batsman,writesSriramVeera.

IRON GLOVES

Catcher-in-the-fly, straight-talking mentor, Rod Marsh no more
SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI,MARCH4

RODNEYMARSH is clad in awhite bathing
towel, beaminganangelic smile, staringdi-
rectlyintotheeye.Atextrunsabovehishead:
WhatdoesMarshdowithhisvaseline?The
mindboggled.
It’s as disconcertingly amusing towatch

itnow,asitwaswhenonefirsthearditinmid
80’s. Off we would run then, in faraway
Madras, to cricketparks, yellingout the line,
laughingoursillyheadsoff,askidstendtodo.
Had never seen the advert till now, but

promptedbynewsofMarsh’sdeath,agoogle
searchwasdoneand it threwuptheadvert.
It was real, just as it was described to us by
someMrKnow-it-all,andalaughterescaped
the lips.WhatwouldMarshdo?!
This iswhathedid:hedrank (45cansof

beer enroute to the 1983 world cup), he
jumped in front of second slip to pluck
catches, he hit vital runs (once caned Lance
Cairns for22runs inanover),hebet,hewas

apparentlyhurtthathewasnevermadethe
Australiancaptain,hementoredgenerations
ofcricketersinAustraliaandEnglandandhis
walrus-moustache,girth,mirth,sledgingare
all part of cricketing folklore. The first time
onereadaboutthetermTheAussieLarrikin,
themindautomaticallywenttohim.Notthat
itwasentirelytrue–MervHughesprobably
fit it better –but thatwas thekindof popu-
larholdhehadonus.
“Youareaf******gidiot!”Therecipientof

the cuss, the legendary IanChappell looked
upatRodMarshandwonderedif itwasany-
thingtodowiththepreviouseveningat the
bar. They were in middle of a Test match,
Chappell was still a new captain having re-
cently takenover fromBill Lawrywhen the
verbal spray drenched him. “It’s a seamer’s
paradiseandyou’vegottwospinnerson.Get
themoffandgetaseameron,itdoesn’tmat-
ter which one,” the walrus-moustached
Marshbarked.
ItmadeChappellrealisehiserror;thathe

wasstillcaptainingasifhewereathishome
ground Adelaide Oval. “I got a few lessons

like that. Youwant people around you that
tell you the truth, and Iwas lucky to have a
gangof them,”Chappellwouldsay later.
Chiefamongthegangmembersthathad

the fierce-willed Dennis Lillee, his own
brother Greg Chappell, the popular Doug
Walters, was Rodney Marsh. It was Ian
Chappellwhounfortunatelycalledhim“Iron
Gloves’ on one of his early encounters and
that label stuck fora longwhile.
Ray Jennings is knownas theRCB coach

who first predicted Virat Kohli would be-
come captain of not just that franchise, but
of India. But hewas also an incredibly agile
wicketkeeper.Adecadeback,hehadshown
aCDof someof his catches inSouthAfrica’s
domesticmatches. The jawdropped. There
hewas diving past bewildered slip fielders
twisted in weird angles, watching him fly
past them.
A “wow” slipped out on its own and

Jennings looked up and said, “you should
have seenMarsh keep, then!” Just a photo-
graphic evidence would do, though innu-
merable videos do exist on the ether. The

catchofTonyGreigfromthe1979WorldCup.
ThefirstslipperIanChappell istwistedatan
angle, Greig’s head is yankedback for some
masochism, andMarsh is captured, flying
past Chappell with the ball pouched in his
extendedarm.AsMarshgotup tocelebrate
withhismates,Chappelshotout,herecalled
now to Channel 9, “Listen, you fat b*****d, I
don’t mind you pinching them onmy left
hand, but the ones onmy right aremine!’
That’showweusedtotalktoeachother,and
it’sprobablyoneof thereasonswegotonso
well,weknewexactlywherewestoodwith
eachother.”
StoriesaboundofMarsh’splayingdays–

the legendary tagof ‘caughtMarsh, bowled
Lillee’abouthispartnershipwiththefamous
pacer, his experiences of keeping to the
fastest bowler of ’em all Jeff Thompson,
whosepre-seasontrainingwastohuntdown
pigswithbarehands,ofhimbettingagainst
his own team in the famous 1981 Botham
Test.Morewillcomeoutinadayortwo.Lap
it all up for sure, but to know theman, seek
out the gif or the videoof him telling off his

mateGregChappellnottotodotheunthink-
ableofaskinghisbrotherTrevortorollanun-
der-armdelivery.
Assoonasherealiseswhathisfriendwas

thinking,RodMarsh,handsacrosshis chest
(another famed image of him, that), can be
seenshakinghisheadandyellingout,“Don’t
do itMate!”
Marshblossomedasamentorandcoach

for awhole slew of younger lot fromAdam
Gilchrist toKevinPietersentoAlastairCook.
Gilchrist recalled in his book howMarsh
once invited the youngkids tohis home for
barbeque.Drinkswerehad.Whenitwaswell
past Cinderella hour, Marsh told them to
cometothepoolat6am.Half thekidsstrug-
gled nextmorning. Gilchrist says themes-
sagewasclear. Ifyoucan’thandleitnextday,
don’toverdothepreviousnightjustbecause
youheard talesaboutus.
“Alcoholandchlorinedoesn’tmixwell,”

Gilchrist wrote about his lesson learnt.
Perhaps for them.Not forMarsh.
ButwhatdidMarshdowithhisvaseline?

Theanswer isblowing in thewind.

ROD MARSH
1958-2022

SHANEWARNEdispensedwithreality,made
itwhatever hewished it to be, and had be-
witchedbatsmenswaytohismachinationsin-
side hisworld. Hemade themdowhat he
wantedthemtodo.Hypnotised,theyfollowed
thepiedpiper. ItwasWarney’sworldof illu-
sions and no batsman, barring Sachin Ten-
dulkar,hasreallyglimpseditstruenature-for
howdoesoneplayanillusion?Yougetplayed.
Theyhadnochoice.Thatwashisgenius.
Goodspinnerstrytoopentheirtrickeryun-

derthegazeofthebatsmanratherthanreveal
its perfection from themoment of release.
Their deliveries are constructed forwhat a
batsmanmightdo,tailoredtoprobetheantic-
ipatedresponse,andcreateadent intheirre-
ality.NotWarne.He created the responsehe
soughtfromthebatsman.Helivedrent-freein
their head, longbeforehebegan that intoxi-
catingwalktowardsthemwithball inhand.
TheBall of theCenturywasnodifferent,

anditperfectlycapturedhim,hisart,andthe
hallucinatoryeffectonthebatsman.Theonly
differencewas that he hadn’t yet begunhis
tenancy in batsmen’s heads and cricket-
lovers’ hearts; thiswould kickstart that ad-
diction.
A1993 tour gameagainstWarwickshire,

GraemeHickwiththebat,Warnewiththeball
andAllan Border, the captain, sidled across.
“Just bowl regular leg-breaks.He is bound to
play theTests. Let’s not give awayanything.”
Hick creams a hundred andWarne is left a
touch frustrated, but appreciates themind
games of his skipper. In years to come, he
wouldoutdoBorderinthementalcalisthenics.
Themomentarrives, finally.Warnewith

theball,Borderinhisearsettingthefield,and
the rotund ageingMike Gatting, still pretty
good against spin, shadow-practising a
straightdrive.
Warnebeginstowalkin. IfAbdulQadir’s

run-in was magical with whirring arms,
Warne’s walk was sparsely beautiful. No
trickery,nostealth,noconcealment, as if he
was saying, ‘here is what I am going to do,
youcanhaveagoodlookatme. Idon’tcare’.
Overtheyears, itbegantoseemlikeawalkin
the anticipation of a triumph. Not that day,
though,asGattingtappedhisbatandpeered
across, littleknowingthathewasgoingtobe
partof history.Warne’s.

One for the ages
“I was a bit nervous,”Warne once said

abouthispre-ballthoughtsthatday.Onecan
seeit inthereplays.Facemusclestightened,
alookhereandthere,akindof lookthatwas
seldom seen since. Therewas to be incom-
prehension once on a magical Sharjah
Tendulkarnight, but thiswasdifferent.And
Border too sensed it. “It was the Ashes.
England. It was bound to be, I could see it. I
hadseenworseinothers,”hewouldsaylater.
“As soon as I released that ball, I felt re-

allygood. Ididn’tknowwhat itwasgoingto
do but I felt good.” It’s a physical sensation
almostatthetipof thefingerswhichrapidly
escalates into somethingmore emotive, in
theheadandheart.
The batsman is the last to know.Gatting

certainlywent about as if hehadn’t seenany
devil.Thefrontlegmovedoutatouch-“LBW
takencareoff,” hewouldsay -andshaped to
patitback.Thelightswentout,inhisheadthen.
Theballswervedoutsidelegstump,spat

from the soil, and shot right across his bat
andamplegirth togate-crashhisoff stump.
WicketkeeperIanHealyjumps,MarkTaylor
jumps,Warnehasalready landedandrush-
ingahead,screamseverywhereandGatting
has thisdazed lookashestoodthere, seem-
ingly frozen,whichwhenwatched live and
foryears later,was interpretedasahaunted
hallucinatoryeffectonbatsmenafteringest-
ingtheWarnepill.Apparently,Gattingstood
there because he thought it had missed
everything. “I thought Healy had removed
thebails andwas runningpastme fromthe
legsidetoretrievetheball. Iheardnosound.”

The crack of doom could be heard every-
wherearoundthecricketingworld.
Mobbed by his teammates, the blondie

gapedat thebig screen,whichwouldmake
oneof itsearlyappearancesonacricketfield.
Warnegazesandisastonishedathisownre-
flectionofhisdeed.“Now,Ifeltreallygood!”

No secrets
Unlike some athletes,Warne had no is-

sueswithfame.Heenjoyeditsprivileges,rev-
elled in its dark interiors, and only disliked
thatit leftatinywindowopenforthemedia
to squeeze through and gape at him.
Sometimes,itwashimwholeftthatwindow
open.Once, inEngland,hewasahandshake
away,sharingasmoke,andtalkingaboutan
incidentearlierintheafternoon.Afteralong
night out, he had come to the groundway
beforethegame, inwhichhewascommen-
tating, and chose to sleep away the night’s
stains. Unfortunately, among all the empty
rooms that opened out to that corridor, he
hadchosenthepressbox.Therehewas, the
greatestleg-spinnertheworldhaseverseen,
sprawled on the floor, mouth agape, and
oblivioustothecameraflashes.So,heasked,
the smoke swirling away fromhis lips, “the
pictures are all over, you know. You were
there?Whywould they take those pics?!”
Andasthesillinessoftherhetoricalqueryre-
vealed itself tohim,he laughed.
That evening after bowling what has

cometobeknownastheGattingball,Warne
shared a beerwith his victim and queried,
“What happened?” Imissed the ball, came
themost factual replyof our times. “Itdidn’t
spinallthatmuchmate,nexttimedobetter,”
Warne would tell him. When another
Australianleg-spinnerArthurMaileybowled
the great, almostmythical, Australian bats-
manVictorTrumperinadomesticgameonce
with a googly, he had said that he felt like a
boywho killed a dove. No one can accuse
Warne of that sentiment; he devoured the
batsmen, and not just danced around their
bodiesafter theactbutannounceditprior.
FromthatGattingdayon,theminimalist

walk-inwiththeballseeminglysloweddown
time and dramatically increased the antici-
pationofmagic.TowatchWarnesimultane-
ouslyexploreandexplodetheartof leg-spin
wasoneofthegreatestpleasuresofthissport.

WIZARD
OF 5.5 OZ

BOWLING SHAA-EN, YEA MAA-ET & OTHER WARNIE MEMORIES

His floppy hat
The Baggy Greenwas iconic. But the

world-beatingAustralia of the90s carried
the remnants of the floppyhat -Warnie's.
Which could be distinguished fromMark
Waugh's.Whowouldnot bemistaken for
histwinSteveWaugh.Thec.Waugh(floppy
hat)b.Warne(floppyhatinumpire'shand)
was the framed image of innumerable
Aussiescythesthroughrivalbattingorders.
Though nothing said "Aus dominate ses-
sion'"thanPigeonhittingthedeckballafter
ball and theWa-Wa floppyhats slouched
inslips,coollypouchingedges.

His blond tresses
Dishevelled, gleaming gold, and so

Australianthathisblondhairguffawedin
his languorous, strolling run-up, even as
the crab-like arms did their accelerating
antics at the crease and the head bobbed
around. Nothing screamed gold like
Warnie's tresses. They could be spotted
fromamilewithaspikyhalo.Inlateryears
post retirement, when Shane Warne
turnedupallgroomedandsleekhair-part-
ing, gelminding thewildmane into con-
formity, youmissed the forever-sight of
cricket's grandestgoldilocks.

Pleading appeal
India learnt its Aussie accent and vo-

cabulary inthe90sthroughallthedinthat
swirled around the wildly confident
Warne. 'BowlingShaa-en'&'yea,maa-et'-
of the chirpy glovemen Ian Healy and
AdamGilchrist,werethedoraymeof the
Ozdrawl.Reverencewasshylydroppedto
bereplacedbynicknames,andnoonewas
closertotheIndiansthan'Warnie'-thetal-
entedwildchild, spinwhiz andungrudg-
ing'bunny'ofSachin.Butwhattrulysharp-
ened the aspirational claws of Indians
learning overt aggression, was Shane
Warne's tremendous performance in an
appeal for a leg-before. He turned to the
umpire, lifted both arms, goggled out his
gleamingeyesandpleadedincessantlythe
longHowzzzaaaattttthatcrescendoedno
matter what odds you gave him of suc-
ceeding. Itwasasight tobehold-Warnie'
bentatthehips, inbelligerentbeseeching.

Muddied trousers
Because Pigeon and SteveWaugh and

JustinLanger,Bevan&DamienMartynwere
so impeccable at all times, ShaneWarne's
untuckedshirtandoftenmuddiedtrousers
andahankey/towelyankedintotheelastic

todrytheball,allgavehimthelookofabusy
workman.Hemust'vescoffedatfitnessand
drills and professorial coacheswith their
PPTs and the general disorder of his
wardrobe at the endof his spell, felt like a
well-earnedbadgeof honour, nevermind
thebarely-thererun-upandrushedovers.

Smartest brain
Warnewould say in later years how

much ithurthimthat theAustraliancap-
taincywasn't given to him. Starting from
IPLin2008(thoughAussieswould'vewit-
nesseditinShieldmatches),Warnebegan
toweavethemagicwithhisintuitivecalls
- be it in handpicking Ravi Jadeja as
Superstar and inspired field placings for
Royals whenwinning the inaugural edi-
tion, or pre-ordaining impending dis-
missalswhile on commentary. His bom-
bastandslightlylaidbackstyleoff-the-ball
so to say, and non faking of earnestness,
might'vemaskedasingularlybrillianttac-
tical mind. But the man could talk and
think andplay as smart as anyannointed
captain.Uncrownedhemightbe,butthere
wasnodoubtingwhowas theKing.

SHIVANINAIK
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ThepermanentmarkersofWarniemomentsoncricket-gulpingminds

I thoughtHealy had removed the
bails andwas runningpastme from
the leg side to retrieve theball. I

heardno sound.”

MIKEGATTING

Assoonas I released that ball, I felt
really good. I didn’t knowwhat it
wasgoing todobut I felt good ”

SHANEWARNE

“Shocked, stunned & miserable… Will miss you Warnie.
There was never a dull moment with you around, on or
off the field. Will always treasure our on field duels & off
field banter. You always had a special place for India &
Indians had a special place for you. Gone too young.”

SACHINTENDULKAR

New Delhi
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