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BUSINESS AS USUAL

By UNNY

2 BJP legislators
slam curbs on

Muslim traders:
‘Karnataka govt
must intervene’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, MARCH 28

IN THE first instance of dissent
within, two legislators of the rul-
ing BJPin Karnataka have
termed as “wrong”, “undemoc-
ratic” and “madness” the restric-
tions being placed on Muslim
traders from participating in
temple festivals in parts of the
state at the behest of pro-
Hindutva groups.

The remarks by A H
Vishwanath, an MLC, and Anil
Benake, an MLA, came in the
wake of some temples in Udupi
and Shivamogga barring Muslim
traders from participating in the
festivals following demands by
groups like VHP, Hindu Jagarana
Vedike, Bajrang Dal and Sree
Rama Sene. Such calls are now
being raised in other parts of the
state as well.

The BJP government has jus-
tified the curbs as the result of a
rule introduced in 2002, during
the Congress’s tenure, to bar
non-Hindus from running shops
in temple premises.

“This is all madness. No God

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

How Delhi carved out F
its diplomatic space on %

Russia-Ukraine war

Message to West has also underlined
that India is ‘not aligned’ with Russia

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

ONE MONTH into the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, New Delhi
has created a distinctive diplo-
matic space for itself, carefully
calibrating its stand between
Russia on the one hand and the
West, led by the US, on the other.

There is an acknowledgment
of this position along with a
guarded assessment of what this
space holds, diplomats from at
least six countries — across the
aisle — have told The Indian
Express.

Carving out this space has
needed significant spadework:

JAISHANKAR VISIT

Since the war broke out February
24, India has either made or re-
ceived at least 26 phone calls at
the level of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar.
Modi has had at least three
meetings with world leaders, in-
cluding the Quad, and Jaishankar
has had at least six with his
counterparts visiting New Delhi.
This reachout is gathering
pace. In the coming weeks, the
diplomatic calendar is full: lead-
ers and officials from Israel, UK,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Eyes in ocean, unique ID,
culture ties: India, Lanka
seal pacts beyond aid

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
& SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

DAYS AFTER finalising an agree-
ment for Indian Dornier aircraft
for the Sri Lankan Air Force, Delhi
and Colombo are stepping up
their cooperation in the Indian
Ocean with a Maritime Rescue
Co-ordination Centre (MRCC) to
be set up by Bharat Electronics
Ltd at the Sri Lankan Naval
Headquarters in Colombo.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar with Lanka PM
Mahinda Rajapaksa. P
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THE PUNCHLINE

Will Smith slapped Chris Rock on stage for cracking a joke about his wife Jada Pinkett-Smith
at the Oscars in Los Angeles on Sunday. Smith, who won best actor for King Richard, later

apologised to the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. AP
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Fists fly in Bengal House

over Birbhum killings, 5
BJP MLAs suspended

TMC says MLA’s nose broken, BJP
claims women MLAs attacked

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,MARCH 28

THE BIRBHUM killings of last
week triggered tumultuous
scenes in the West Bengal
Assembly on Monday with MLAs
from the Opposition BJP and rul-
ing TMC trading blows, leading
to the suspension of five BJP leg-
islators, including Leader of
Opposition Suvendhu Adhikari
and BJP chief whip Manoj Tigga.
Several MLAs from both sides
were injured in the incident, in-
cluding TMC's Asit Mazumder
who was admitted to hospital
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Avideo grab of the clash
inside the Bengal Assembly
on Monday. P11

Finally, Govt set
to show-cause

IIM director on
‘missing’ degree

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE UNION Government is set
to issue a show-cause notice to
Dheeraj Sharma, the director of
Indian Institute of Management,
Rohtak, for allegedly “misrepre-
senting” his educational qualifi-
cations which led to his illegal
appointment in 2017.

The Indian Express had first
reported the alleged irregulari-
ties in September 2021.

The notice, sources said, will
ask Sharma to explain why the
Ministry of Education (MoE)
should not initiate administra-
tive and legal action against him
for abusing his position, “con-
cealing” his Bachelor’s degree;

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

NEED TO UPGRADE TECH: GOVT

Bill lets

police

take bio samples
of accused; Opp
says draconian

Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill
inLS; goes beyond prints to eye scans

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
& DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE GOVERNMENT on Monday
introduced in Lok Sabha the
Criminal Procedure (Identifi-
cation) Bill, 2022, which autho-
rises the police to take “measure-
ments” to tag those who have
been convicted, arrested or de-
tained — including impressions
of fingerprints, palm prints and
footprints; photos; iris and retina
scans; analysis of physical and
biological samples; and behav-
ioural attributes, including sig-
nature and handwriting,

Initially listed in the name of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, the Bill was finally intro-
duced by Union MoS for Home
Affairs Ajay Mishra to protests by
the Opposition, which described
itas “draconian”.

Opposition MPs said the Bill
went against Constitutional pro-
visions, such as Article 20(3) re-
lated to self-incrimination and
Article 21 on protection of life
and liberty, and safeguards laid
down by the Supreme Court.

The Bill seeks to widen the
scope of the existing law — The
Identification of Prisoners Act,
1920 — under which “measure-
ments” of only “finger impres-

Part of
larger
@ strategy

EXPLAINED

AS PART of its plan to up-
grade and scale up data
collection on crime, the
Government has been
digitising fingerprints
since the UPA regime to
integrate with the na-
tional database. The lat-
est move is a major step
in that direction.

EXPLAINED

SIMPLY PUT
WHAT THE BILL

SAYS
PAGE 13

sions” and “footprint impres-
sions” are allowed. It also does
away with the condition of an of-
fence being punishable by at
least one year or more of impris-
onment for the “measurements”
to be taken.

It only grants an exemption
in the form of mandatory con-
sent for “biological samples”,

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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New Bill

exceptin cases where the accused
is arrested for sexual abuse of
women and children or for an of-
fence carrying a minimum pun-
ishment of seven years.

The Bill authorises officers in
charge of police stations or those
not below Head Constable rank
to take the “measurements” --
records of these measurements
shall be retained for 75 years from
the date of collection. The present

law covers officers in charge of
stations, those conducting an in-
vestigation, or others not below
the rank of Sub-Inspector.

It says the term “measure-
ments" include “finger-impres-
sions, palm-print impressions,
foot-print impressions, photo-
graphs, iris and retina scan, phys-
ical, biological samples and their
analysis, behavioural attributes
including signatures, handwrit-
ing or any other examination re-
ferred to in section 53 or section
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53A of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973".

Leading the Opposition
charge, Congress MP Manish
Tewari said the Bill is in “deroga-
tion” of Article 20(3) and Article
21 of the Constitution, and is be-
yond the legislative “compe-
tence” of the House. “The words
‘biological samples and their
analysis’ in clause 2 (i) (b) of the
Bill could extend to narco analysis
and brain mapping and when it
is made coercive...it is clearly vi-
olative of Article 20 (3) of the
Constitution of India,” Tewari
said.

“Further, the implied use of
force in clause 6(1) to take meas-
urements violates the rights of
prisoners laid downina catena of
Supreme Court judgements be-
ginning with A K Gopalan 1950,
Kharag Singh 1964, Charles
Sobhraj 1978, Sheela Barse 1983,
Pramod Kumar Saxena 2008,” he
said. Itis also in violation of Right
tobe Forgotten enshrined in Right
to Life under Article 21 of the
Constitution in terms of the
Puttaswamy judgment, he said.

Tewari said the House must
“very seriously” consider
whether it is in the “legislative
competence of the Treasury” to
sponsor legislation that affects
fundamental rights and whether
the House should take up “such
illegallegislation”. “Thatis my ob-
jection to the Bill,” he said.

His party colleague Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury said he “ve-
hemently” opposed the Bill. “The
present Bill...seeks to empower
the police and court to take meas-
urements of persons whoare un-
der trial or who are suspected to
be involved in a case or there is a
presumption against some per-
son that he may, in future, doany
illegal act,” he said.

RSP member N K
Premachandran described the
Bill as “draconian legislation” and
in “total violation” of fundamen-
talrights. “Iflamarrested for pick-
eting for protection of civil rights
for any genuine demand, and if a
FIR has been launched against
me, thena DNA test can be taken.
Whatis this? Thisis a violation of
the basic right of an individual.
What is the logic? What is the
reason? What is the intention of
the Bill?” Premachandran asked.

TMC MP Sougata Ray said:
“This law, which allows for narco
analysis, which allows for taking
biological specimens and taking
scans of iris, violates basic human
rights and is against the principles
of the Constitution.” He requested
the Union Home Minister to
come to the House and explain
the provisions of the Bill.

Tryingtoallay apprehensions
of the Opposition, MoS Mishra
said the present law is 102 years
old and only provides for taking
fingerprints and footprints.
“Many changes have taken place
in the world in all these years.
Technology has upgraded, scien-
tific processes have increased and
the trend of crimes committed by
criminals have also increased.
Therefore, there is a need to ex-
pand the scope of the present
law,” he said. When Mishra
sought leave of the House to in-
troduce the Bill, the Opposition
demanded a division of votes, in
which the 120 members voted in
favour and 58 against.

2 BJP legislators

or religion preaches these kinds
of things. Religions are inclusive
and not exclusive. The state gov-
ernment must intervene. I don't
know why the government is
mum over this issue,”
Vishwanath said in his home dis-
trict of Mysuru on Sunday, adding
that the move was “undemocra-
tic”.

“How many Indians are there
in England? How many Indians
are there around the world? How
many Indians are working in
Muslim countries? If these coun-
tries decide to act against us,
where will all this end up...
Muslims in India chose to live in
India when the partition of India
and Pakistan occurred. They did
notgowith Jinnah. We must pon-
der on this, they remained here
to be Indians. They are Indians,
not people of some other nation-
ality,” he said.

“Icannot understand on what
basis they are targeting Muslim
vendors and businesses. This is a
very sorry state of affairs. The gov-
ernment must take action or
there will be a reaction from the

people,” Vishwanath said.

"People need livelihoods to
feed themselves and clothe
themselves and if there is no
means of livelihood then what is
the point of democracy, religion,
caste... When there is no means
to buy food, what are we search-
ing for in this world,” he said.

Vishwanath is a former
Congress minister and ex-state
president of JD(S). The OBCleader
switched to the BJP in 2019 to
help the party and its leader B S
Yediyurappa come to power in
Karnataka. He was denied a
Cabinet berth after failing to get
elected to the state legislature but
was nominated to the council.

Benake, the MLA from
Muslim-dominated Belagavi
North constituency, said he was
notin favour of the restrictions on
Muslim traders.

“There is no question of im-
posing restrictions during temple
festivals. If people impose restric-
tions, there is nothing that we can
do. We will, however, not allow
these things to happen. It is
wrong to say that people should
purchase only in some stores and
not in other stores. Under the
Constitution, everybody has
equal rights. Anybody can con-
ductbusiness anywhere and peo-
ple must decide where they want
to buy from, that is all. We will not
impose restrictions,” he said.

AMarathaleader, Benakeisan
outspoken legislator who criti-
cised restrictions placed on the
movement of people during the
Covid lockdown lastyear. He was
booked for violating some of
those restrictions earlier this year.

Diplomatic space

Nepal, Germany, European Union
and some eastern European
countries, are in the pipeline.

Close on the heels of Chinese
Foreign minister Wang Yi, a visit
by Russian Foreign minister
Sergey Lavrov is in the works,
sources said. British Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss will visit Delhi
March 31 and Israel PM Naftali
Bennettis scheduled to visit from
April 3to 5, provided he recovers
from COVID-19 by then.

Sources said that maintaining
a position of equidistance from
both sides — despite being called
“shaky” by US President — New
Delhi has also been able to putits
point across that “itis not aligned
with Russia.”

This has been reflected in
India’s abstentions — at least six
so farat the UNSC,UNGA and the
Human Rights Council — be it
West-sponsored or Russia-spon-
sored draft resolutions.

Along with the abstentions,
the Indian side has made state-
ments underlining the three core
principles: UN charter, interna-
tional law and territorial integrity
and sovereignty. This is a refer-
ence, sources said, very thinly
veiled, to Russian action in
Ukraine and Chinese action in
India-China border as well as the
Indo-Pacific.

This hasreassured the US-led
West that Delhi is not echoing the
Russian line that Moscow faces
an existential threat from NATO.
Yet, in several conversations India
has flagged that Moscow’s con-
cerns need to be heard as well.

One important signal of dis-
tancing from Russia was that
India sent Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla as it ab-
stained on the Russian-spon-
sored resolution at the UNSC.
Significantly, this happened a day
after his meetings with visiting
US Under Secretary of State
Victoria Nuland - this is seen as
more than coincidence.

At the same time, New Delhi
has communicated to its Western
allies, US, in the Quad, and in
Europe thatit can’techo their crit-
icism of Russian President
Vladimir Putin. “US President
Biden can call him a war criminal
and suggest he should be re-
moved, we need to be a lot more
careful,” said a senior official.

Washington, The Indian
Express has learnt, has conveyed
to Delhi thatit is not going to press
it on this issue because it knows
“where it is coming from” —
Delhi-Moscow history and de-
pendence on defence supplies.

Moreover, Washington does
not want to box Delhi into a
shrinking space in which it does
not have flexibility as it will be
“counterproductive,” said a US
diplomat. “India on Russiais work
in progress and we need to work
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Jaishankar’s trip,
Centre’s plans for Delhi,
service startups expand

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

The significance of S Jaishankar’s trip to

Maldives and Sri Lanka, the plans to merge
Delhi’s 3 municipal corporations, and how
startup companies are planning to expand

together,” said a US diplomant.
New Delhi has reinforced this by
explaining to US interlocutors
how India’s defence supplies are
closely tied to its threat from
China — a common challenge to
both US and India. “There has
been a belated, but grudging, ac-
ceptance of India’s position
within the us
administration. ..thatmay notbe
visible in the public rhetorical
statements,” a top Indian govern-
ment functionary told The Indian
Express.

However, if Putin, desperate
to end the war and inflict more
damage, does take more drastic
action, then New Delhi may find
that space shrinking, a diplomat
said.

The West also hopes that
India will maintain its leverage
with Putin — PM Modi has spo-
ken to Putin thrice since the war
began — so that Delhi can be used
todeliver messages, if suchaneed
arises. “India has the potential of
becoming an effective and pow-
erful intermediary, if the situation
demands,” a Western diplomat
told The Indian Express.

Meanwhile, Russia, assured
about what it calls India’s “bal-
anced” and “principled” position,
has communicated its apprecia-
tion. It hopes it can end the war
by grabbing Donetsk as part of its
territory and its influence in Kyiv,
whoever is there in power. “India
is a friend, and it understands
threat from foreign powers in its
backyard. So their position is quite
evolved,” aRussiandiplomat said.

Russian Ambassador Denis
Alipov met senior officials in the
Ministry of External Affairs and is
preparing for the visit by Foreign
minister Sergey Lavrov this week.

“The initial exercise of piling
pressure on Delhi to condemn
Russian actions has proved to be
futile,” a Western diplomat told
The Indian Express. Said a
European diplomat: “Now that
we know that India won't criticise
the Russians publicly, we are
working with the Indians to make
sure they don’t circumvent the
sanctions that have been im-
posed on Russia.” That is a major
challenge as Europeans and US
diplomats frame this as a “with-
us-or-against-us” moment but
India, always vocal against “uni-
lateral sanctions”, has not made
any commitments either way.

Sensing a gap between India
and the West, China — which has
beenbacking Putin—madeanex-
traordinary outreach by sending
Foreign minister Wang to Delhi,
despite sharply-worded critical
statements by Delhi against him
and Beijing’s position at the OIC
(Organisation  of  Islamic
Cooperation). Jaishankar made it
quite plain that there is a distinc-
tion between India’s and China’s
position on the Russian war on
Ukraine. Having said that, there is
arealisation that Beijing, by mak-
ingthe outreachmove, has created
adiplomatic space in the bilateral
ties forIndia to respond favourably
— if the redlines are met and the
remaining friction point at PP-15
ineastern Ladakhisresolved. One
objective from Beijing's point of
view is to get Modi for the BRICS
Summit later next year.

India, Lanka pacts

The Memorandum of
Understanding for MRCC is
among the host of agreements
signed in the Sri Lankan capital
Monday during the visit of
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, who met Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa and Finance Minister
Basil Rajapaksa.

Another MoU is for India to set
up a hybrid solar and wind farm
in the three islands off Jaffna,
where Sri Lanka cancelled a sim-
ilar Chinese project after Delhi ob-
jected to it on security grounds.
The islands are very close to
Rameswaram on the Tamil Nadu
coastline.

Jaishankar also inaugurated a
cultural centre in Jaffna, tobe run
by the local municipality.
Conceived as a "reconciliation”
project, it has been built with
Indian financial assistance. India

will also provide a grant of $15
million for the maintenance of
Buddhist sites in Sri Lanka.
Another agreement is for collab-
oration between the Sushma
Swargj Institute of Foreign Service
and the Colombo-based
Bandaranaike International
Diplomatic Training Institute.

Under the terms of the MRCC
agreement, a maritime rescue
sub-centre will come up at
Hambantota, where the Chinese
state-owned shipping and logis-
tics company, China Merchants
Port Holdings, runs the second
largest Sri Lankan port after
Colombo.

BEL will set up an MRCC net-
work of seven sub-units in naval
bases along the entire Sri Lankan
coast: Galle in the south, Argum
Bay, Batticaloa, Trincomalee,
Kallawa on the eastern coast,and
Mullikulam and Point Pedro in
the north. This will, crucially, give
India eyes in a part of the Indian
Ocean where it has no presence.

The MRCC network is meant
to give Sri Lanka's present search
and rescue operations more ca-
pacity and depth, and improve di-
rect communications in case
India’s help is required. Last year,
the Indian Coast Guard helped
out with two ships that went up
in flames in Sri Lankan waters.

Earlier this month, during the
visit of Finance Minister Basil
Rajapaksa, the two sides finalised
anagreement under which India
isto provide three Dornier aircraft
to the SLAF. During the same visit,
Sri Lanka also accepted from India
the gift of a4,000-m floating dock
for its Navy. The two countries,
along with the Maldives, and the
recently added Mauritius, are also
in the Colombo Security
Conclave, which envisages close
cooperation on maritime security
to combat smuggling, terrorism,
drug trafficking, and illegal fish-
ing and poaching.

Jaishankar is on a visit to
Colombo for the ministerial meet
of the BIMSTEC regional group-
ing whose other members are
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand
and Sri Lanka. As the chair, Sri
Lanka hosts the summit March
30. But the visit has included a
substantial bilateral component,
comingasitdoesamid India'sin-
volvement in assisting Sri Lanka
during an unprecedented eco-
NOMIC Crisis.

Delhi has provided a $2.4-bn
package of financial assistance in
February and March. Itis also ap-
pointing experts to assist Sri
Lanka's economic recovery, and
for various joint projects. The
Indian Express has learnt that
Colombo has reached out to New
Delhi for an additional $1-billion
assistance, over and above the $1-
billion line of credit announced
March 17. Jaishankar also visited
the office of Indian I-T major HCL
Technologies with Lanka's Youth
and Sports Minister Namal
Rajapaksa, who is the PM's son.
HCL Technologies commenced
operationsin SriLankain 2020 af-
teritjoined hands with the Board
of Investment (BOI) of Sri Lanka.

Jaishankar and Peiris also wit-
nessed the signing of an MoU on
implementation of the Sri Lanka
Unique Digital Identity (SL-UDI)
programme with India's grant as-
sistance. This will be modelled on
India's Aadhaar. Another MoU
signed on Monday was for the es-
tablishment of computer labs in
200 schools in Galle district.

Jaishankar also met a group of
Sri Lankan Tamil leaders. Last
Friday, President Rajapaksa had
met with Tamil MPs for the first
time since the 2020 parliamen-
tary elections.

IIM director

and bringing disrepute to an
Institute of National Importance.

The notice, likely to be served
this week, states that Sharma
committed an act of moral turpi-
tude and acquired financial inter-
estas M director whichis against
publicinterest. Sharma will have
two weeks torespond, The Indian
Express has learned.

The decision to take action
against Sharma comes almost
two weeks after the government,
which initially denied any irreg-

New Delhi

ularity, admitted to the Punjab
and Haryana High Court that
Sharma was appointed head of
[IM-Rohtakin 2017 despite secur-
ing a second division at the un-
dergraduate level. A first-class
Bachelor’s degree was the prereq-
uisite for the job.

However, this admission was
made only after Sharma com-
pleted his five-year term - and, in
fact, got a second term.

Sharma’s appointment had
been challenged in the Punjab &
Haryana High Court. The peti-
tioner alleged that the Director,
among other things, misrepre-
sented his educational qualifica-
tions and is ineligible to hold the
post.

The MoE told the court that it
had written thrice to Sharma last
year asking him for verified
copies of his educational certifi-
catestowhich hedidn’treply: the
first letter on February 18, 2021
and two reminders on June 28
and December 15,2021.

On February 17 this year, the
ministry finally received his de-
grees from [IM-Rohtak to dis-
cover that he had a second divi-
sionin his undergraduate degree
from Delhi University.

The government had told the
court earlier this month that it is
now “enquiring” how the omis-
sion and commission happened
and fix responsibility. The next
hearing in the case is Tuesday.

Incidentally, a year ago, the
MOoE had urged the High Court to
dismiss the plea saying the peti-
tioners have nolocus standi since
none of the 60 applicants for the
Director’s job had challenged the
appointment. In its first affidavit
filed in February last year, the
Ministry had said that Sharma’s
appointment was done following
due procedure and s “liable tobe
upheld.” This even as the govern-
ment was still trying to get hold
of Sharma’s undergraduate de-
gree.

The Indian Express has learned
that Sharma has disputed the
government's stand and, in his
additional affidavit, has stated
that he obtained second division
inhis undergraduate studies from
Delhi University which the gov-
ernment knew all along.

Heislearned to have said that
the MoE's stand that he did not re-
spond torepeated requests for his
degrees "is without any basis, un-
warranted and incorrect.” Sharma
issaid tohave claimed he e-mailed
his educational degrees to the gov-
ernment on March 31,2016.

Despite the irregularity in his
appointment, Sharma completed
his term and was reappointed for
a second term by the institute’s
Board of Governors (BoG) on
February 28 this year under the
[IM Act.

This new law came into effect
on January 31, 2018, and gives
sweeping powers to all 20 busi-
ness schools, including the ap-
pointment of directors, chairper-
sons and Board members.

Sources said the invalidity of
Sharma’s first term was flagged
by the MoE representative at the
[IM-Rohtak BoG meeting on
February 28 this yearin which his
reappointment was discussed
and approved. The government's
objection was ignored.

Bengal House

with a broken nose. The incident
came onaday when the toll from
the Birbhum incident rose to nine
with another victim, identified as
Najma Bibi, succumbing to burn
injuries in hospital.

“This is an unwanted, un-
precedented incident,” said
Speaker Biman Banerjee, refer-
ring to the chaos on the last day
of the Budget session after several
BJP MLAs trooped to the well of
the House demanding the resig-
nation of Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee over the killings in
Birbhum's Bogtui village.

The five BJP MLAs, also includ-
ing Sankar Ghosh, Narahari
Mahato and Dipak Barman, have
been suspended till the next ses-
sion. Official sources said the
Speaker would take a decision be-
fore the next session on whether
the suspension would continue.

“We were illegally sus-

pended,” Adhikari said. The BJP's
West Bengal unit tweeted:
“Democracy is disgraced!”
However, the state's
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Partha Chatterjee claimed that
theincident was “planned” by the
BJP “to tarnish the image of
Bengal”.

The incident came three days
after the Calcutta High Court di-
rected the state government to
hand over the Birbhum case to
the CBI to ensure a “fair probe”.
Last Monday night, eight people,
including women and children
were found charred to death in
Bogtui, allegedly inretaliation for
the murder of local TMC leader
Bhadu Sheikh.

The action taken by the
Speaker on Monday marked the
second set of suspensions for the
BJP in this session. Two other
party MLAs, Sudip Mukherjee
and Mihir Goswami, were sus-
pended for the entire session on
March 7 for disrupting Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar's address.

Incidentally, in January this
year, the Supreme Court had set
aside the one-year suspension of
12 Opposition BJP MLAs from the
Maharashtra Assembly. The court
said that suspension beyond the
ongoing session was violative of
basic democratic values as it
would mean the constituency
that elected the member would
remain unrepresented in the
House.

OnMonday, minutes after the
West Bengal Assembly started at
11 am, BJP MLAs started protest-
ingloudly over the Birbhum inci-
dentand demanded the resigna-
tion of Banerjee, who also holds
the Home portfolio. The MLAs
thenreached the well and started
shouting slogans against the Chief
Minister, ignoring requests from
the Speaker to return to their
seats.

After around half an hour, sev-
eral TMC MLAs, too, reached the
well and soon got involved in an
altercation with the Opposition
members.

Later, BJP's Adhikari alleged
thathis party’s MLAs were beaten
inside the House and that several
ofitsleaders, including Tigga and
Mahato, were injured. Even
women MLAs, including
Chandana Bauri, were attacked,
he claimed. MLA Bauri claimed
that “TMC MLAs started kicking
and beating us,and I gotinjured in
the back and on my neck and
hand”.

Posting a purported clip of the
incident, which showed MLAs
jostling each other, the BJP state
unit tweeted that “destructive to-
talitarianism is going on in the
Assembly”.

“TMCMLAs dragged BJP MLA
Narahari Mahato to the ground
by the hair. Such a painful assassi-
nation of democracy is taking
place inside the West Bengal
Legislative Assembly today -
courtesy TMC!” the party, witha
current strength of 70in the 294-
member House, posted.

The BJP said that its MLAs
Tigga, Bauri, Mahato, Sikha
Chatterjee, Ajay Poddar and
Lakshan Bauri were admitted to
hospital. Adhikari later went to
Raj Bhavan with the other sus-
pended MLAs and complained to
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar
about the Assembly incident. He
also went to see the injured BJP
MLAs in hospital.

“Everyone in the state has
seen what happened inside the
Assembly, how Shaukat Molla
beat our MLA Narahari Mahato,
how Rahim Baxi bullied us inside
the Assembly. Mamata Banerjee
brought these hooligans in the
Assembly. She will have to an-
swer for this,” he said, referring to
two TMC MLAs.

TMC Minister Partha
Chatterjee said that his party's
“MLA Asit Majumder was seri-
ously injured and has been
shifted to hospital” and that “our
women MLAs like Ashima Patra
and Chandrima Bhattacharya
were injured”. The TMC also al-
leged that BJP MLAs attacked
women security personnel in the
Assembly and damaged official
documents. FULLREPORTSON

www.indianexpress.com
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GITHUB APP CASE

Accused gets
bail, court notes

his age,

‘overall

well being’

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

ADELHI court Monday granted
bail to Aumkareshwar Thakur
(25), whoisaccused of creating
an app on GitHub where pho-
tos of Muslim women were
posted alongside objectionable
comments insinuating they
were up for auction.

Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Dr Pankaj Sharma
granted bail to Thakur, who has
been in judicial custody since
January 9, 2022, noting that he
was a first-time offender and
that “prolonged incarceration
would be detrimental to his
overall well-being” since he
Wwas a young person.

Thakur, a BCA graduate, was
granted bail on furnishing per-
sonal bond/surety of Rs 50,000
subject to conditions that he
not contact the victim or
tamper with evidence, and
share his location with the in-
vestigating officer.

The prosecution had op-
posed his bail arguing that the
investigation was still under-
way as replies from different in-
termediaries were awaited.

The court had noted that in-
vestigation has been com-
pleted as the chargesheet has
already been filed. It noted that
merely because different
replies from different interme-
diaries and the FSL result was
awaited is not a “sufficient rea-

Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Dr Pankaj
Sharma granted bail
to Aumkareshwar
Thakur, who has been
injudicial custody
since January 9, 2022

son to deny bail to the ac-
cused”. The court said he was
not in a position to influence
the FSL result or replies.

Thakur’s lawyers Sahil
Bhalaik and Tushar Giri had
told the court that he was “a
child prodigy in the field of cod-
ing”, and at “such a tender age,
the applicant gained goodwill
and recognition in the highly
dynamic and competitive field
of coding”.

They had argued that he has
wilfully cooperated with the
police investigation and as such
has handed over his bank ac-
count details, passwords to
electronic devices and accounts
to them. “That considering the
nature of offence as disclosed
in the FIR, the offence appears
to be internet related.
Resultantly, the evidence
would be digital in nature and
considering the seizure of elec-
tronic gadgets of the applicant,
there is no possibility of tam-
pering with the evidence which
has been gathered and is in
custody of the Delhi Police,”
Thakur's lawyers argued.

Need to protect and preserve Regal Building: HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE DELHI High Court has
stressed on the need to preserve
and protect the iconic Regal
Building at Connaught Place af-
ter a survey by an IIT-Delhi team
revealed that the top slab of the
building is at high risk of further
collapse and recommended im-

mediate vacation of the top floor.
The normal expected life of the
building is already over as it is
over 80 years old, IIT-Delhi has
said inits report before the court.

“Perusal of the report indi-
cates that major structural addi-
tions, alterations, repairs would
be required to secure the struc-
tural integrity of the building.
The building is a heritage build-
ing and, as such, the heritage

structure of the building has to
be protected and preserved,”
said Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva in
anorder.

A team of IIT-Delhi had con-
ducted aninspection of the prop-
erty last month and recom-
mended a detailed structural
analysis to identify potential
weaknesses in the structure. The
team also advised against any ad-
hoc modification or repair.

“A survey of the condition of
all structural elements, including
all masonry, reinforced concrete,
reinforced brick concrete, steel
and timber members that are a
part of the structural system,
must be carried out in order to as-
sess their condition and to esti-
mate their residual capacity,” the
Department of Civil Engineering,
[IT-Delhi, said in the report before
the court.
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Comprehensive

Sessions

= Interview facing techniques by
B. Singh Sir, Avadh Ojha Sir and S. Handa Sir

7 Budget and Economic Survey by Vibhas Jha Sir
7 Polity and Governance by Atish Mathur Sir

¥ Session on Home State & Current Affairs
by Ruchika Ma'am, A.P. Singh Sir
and NEXT IAS faculties

Online & offline batches commenced from 24" March, 2022 ¢ Time 5:30 PM | Admission Open
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IZZ1 MOCK INTERVIEWS

DAF Discussion (Started from 28" March)

7 One to one discussion on
strengths, weaknesses, prizes,
scholarships, areas of interest,
extra-curricular activities, service
preferences, gap in study, optional
subject selection etc.

7~ 5 Member interview panel consisting of
retired Civil Servants, personality and HR
experts, psychologists and senior subject

matter experts. One to one DAF

7~ Recording of Mock Interview will be made
available to the candidate for self analysis.

experts

Technical Sessions

areas of application and previously
asked questions of engineering
subjects of CE, ME, EE, ECand CS/IT.

~ CE 6y B. singh Sir, M.K. Singh Sir, Ashish Sir
~ ME Ey Amit Kakkar Sir, Swadesh Sir, Bansal Sir
~ EE & EC by Kiran Sir, Suneel Tiwari Sir, Sajal Sir

~ CS & IT by Bala Krishna Sir, Sagar Sir, Ramkumar Sir

Study Materials
Sessions are supplemented with
concise interview guidance material
with basic definitions, principles,
applications &latest developments.

Exclusive DAF Discussion

engineering background students
with B. Singh Sir & other technical

INTERVIEW GUIDANCE PROGRAM for CSE 2021

Interview Panel Board Members

EXCLUSIVE SUPPORT

FOR ENGINEERS

basic concepts,

discussion for
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Riots: Man
accusedin14
cases, court
says canshow
1suretyforall

New Delhi: Considering the
fact that a man accused in
14 Northeast Delhi riot
cases was languishing in
prison for over a year, de-
spite bail being granted in
all cases, a Delhi court has
ordered that he only pro-
duce one surety in all the
cases. Additional Sessions
Judge Virender Bhat
passed the order in an ap-
plication filed by advocate
Z Babur Chauhan, on be-
half of his client, Parvez.

3who ‘ran
prostitution
racket’ held

New Delhi: Three persons,
including a woman, have
been arrested for allegedly
running a prostitution
racket at a hotel near the
airport. Sanjay Tyagi, DCP
(IGI Airport) said the team
received information about
the accused and sent a de-
coy customer. “Our team
arrested the woman and
her agent,” said the DCP.

Man held for
‘raping’ girl

Gurgaon: A man was ar-
rested for allegedly raping
a teenage girl after threat-
ening to shoot her in
Gurgaon. Police said the in-
cident took place last week
when the girl had gone to
purchase a pen. An FIR was
registered against the ac-
cused under relevant sec-
tions of the POCSO Act, said
police. ENS

The fire broke out on Monday afternoon and has been raging for over nine hours. Abhinav Saha

Ghazipur’s garbage mountain catches fire again

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

AFIRE broke out at the Ghazipur
landfill site Monday afternoon,
with officials saying it has been
burning for over nine hours now,
spreading across the dumping
yard and to nearby areas, even as
efforts are on to douse it.

According to officials, the
cause of the fire is yet to be as-
certained and no casualty has
been reported. At the spot,
clouds of thick smoke were seen
billowing as locals complained
of difficulty breathing.

The Delhi Fire Services (DFS)
said that they received a call at

Jamia to admit
students via CUET
for 8 UG courses

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

JAMIA MILLIA Islamia has de-
cided to hold admissions for eight
courses through the Common
University Entrance Test (CUET)
inthe 2022-23 academic session,
the university’s Registrar told The
Indian Express on Monday. For the
remaining courses, it will hold ad-
missions as per past practice
through its own entrance exams.

“We will hold entrances of
eight courses through the CUET.
For the remaining courses, we
will hold admissions through our
own entrances. Once we hold ad-
missions to these eight courses
through CUET, and once we have
experience based on these
courses, then we will think about
what to do for the rest of the
courses,” Registrar Nazim
Hussain Jafri told The Indian
Express.

All eight courses for which
CUET will be held are undergrad-
uate courses. These include six
BA (Hons) courses — Sanskrit,
Hindi, French & Francophone
Studies, Spanish & Latin
American Studies, Economics,
and History. The other two
courses are B.Sc Biotechnology
and B.Voc (Solar Energy). “The
decision was taken in a meeting
of the Deans of various depart-

ments,” said the Registrar.

In a statement, Jamia PRO
Ahmed Azeem said, “Ithas been
decided in a meeting attended
by top officials of the university
thatadmissions for selected un-
dergraduate courses will be
done through CUET. The univer-
sity has communicated to the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) and National Testing
Agency (NTA) about the same.”

Asked if the UGC would ac-
cept the decision of Jamia — es-
pecially with it being a Central
University — Jafri said, “I don’t
know about all this. This is the
decision that our body has taken
and if they don’t accept it, we will
call another meeting and see
what to do aboutit.”

Students who are interested
in applying to these eight
courses would have tofill online
forms of CUET as well as Jamia.
They have been advised to fol-
low university websites,
www.jmi.ac.in and http://jmi-
coe.in, for updates regarding
courses and other details.

“As per past practice, the uni-
versity will admit students in
B.Tech programme on the basis
of score in JEE and admission in
BDS programme will be done on
the basis of score in NEET. B.Tech
aspirants are required to fill JEE
formas well as JMI,” Azeem said
in the statement.

ABOUT RS 50 LAKH APPROVED

Delhi Police reaches out to NIFT for new uniform, with focus on

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE DELHI Police has asked the
National Institute of Fashion
Technology (NIFT) to come up
with designs for fresh uniforms,
with an immediate focus on
clothing that would be more
comfortable for the force, The
Indian Express has learnt.
Apresentation in this regard
has been shown to Delhi Police

Commissioner Rakesh Asthana.
“The main objective of the proj-
ectistodesignand develop pro-
totypes of uniforms for the Delhi
Police in order to give a unique
identity and sense of pride in the
uniform. The main focus, while
designing, should be on comfort
level,” a senior police officer said.

Last week, a committee of
eight officers headed by JCP
Meenu Choudhary was formed to
take this further. “The competent
authority is pleased to constitute
a committee of the officers to li-

2.27 pm, after which around 50
firemen were deployed. The fire
spread todifferent piles of garbage
within minutes, and officials said
“highly combustible material”
and smoke posed a challenge in
firefighting operations.

DFS chief Atul Garg said, “We
initially sent six fire tenders to
the Khaata area in Ghazipur.
After 6 pm, we called three more
fire tenders to help control the
blaze.”

Later at night, a senior DFS of-
ficer said it has been controlled:
“Firemen are at the spot to douse
the fire and for cooling opera-
tions. They might stop at night
and start again in the morning.”

No police case had been reg-

istered until Monday night. “We
will take legal action as per a
complaint from authorities or
workers from the site. We helped
firemen and dispersed the crowd
inthe area,” said an officer.
Delhi Environment Minister
Gopal Rai asked the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) to look into the incident
and submit a report in 24 hours.
“Despite repeated warnings, the
MCD doesn’t seem to understand
its duty. This is not the first such
instance of a fire at the landfill.
Fire department teams have
been sent to the spot to take con-
trol but seeing the situation at
hand, DPCC has been ordered to
investigate the matter. Their re-

porthasbeen soughtin 24 hours.
As per their report, strict action
would be taken to deter such in-
stances. In the past too, such in-
stances have pointed towards the
carelessness of the MCD,” he said.

East MCD’s standing com-
mittee chairman Beer Singh
Panwar said methane gas re-
leased from the garbage is usu-
ally the main cause of fires at the
site. That, coupled with the heat,
could have sparked the blaze, he
said. “The East MCD is constantly
trying to reduce legacy waste at
the landfill site. Continuous ef-
forts are also being made to pro-
vide space for dumping garbage,
and many letters have been writ-
ten to the DDA in this regard, but

Kashmir Files row takes fresh
turn, AAP-BJP sparring escalates

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

A WAR of words broke out be-
tween leaders of the AAP and the
BJP Monday over regularisation
of Kashmiri Pandits who were
employed as contractual teach-
ersin state government schools.

During his address in the
Delhi Assembly Monday, Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
said that while the BJP cared only
about The Kashmir Files movie,
AAP cared about the displaced
Kashmiri Pandits.

“Serving those who made
the movie and earned crores was
your politics. Serving Kashmiri
migrants is our politics... for 32
years, these teachers worked on
contracts. In that time, the BJP
was also in power in Delhi. They
didn’teven place afile to start the
process to regularise them,”
Sisodia said.

He said the AAP government
had passed orders to regularise
233 of these teachers within days
of the issue coming to them.

Earlier, speaking to Times
Now, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said: “When the migra-
tion from Kashmir happened,
many people came here as well.
Around 233 people became con-
tractual teachers in Delhi in
1993. Since then, Delhi has seen
both BJP and Congress govern-
ments. When we came into
power, we regularised them
with retrospective effect.”

aise with NIFT officials to finalise
the uniform pattern of Delhi
Police. Apart from Choudhary,
there are three DCP-rank officers,
two additional DCPs, Delhi Police
spokesperson Suman Nalwa and
one DCP-rank officer from traffic
unit,” the order issued on March
21 by ACP Dinesh Keshav states.
“The categories of uniforms it
plans to get redesigned include
Khaki summer uniform for men
and women, white and blue sum-
mer uniform for traffic police, cer-
emonial uniform (summer and

Sisodia said AAP cared about
displaced Kashmiri Pandits.
Gajendra Yadav

The Government School
Teachers Association (Migrant),
however, issued a statement
claiming the Delhi government
regularised the teachers only af-
ter they approached the Delhi
High Court.

The association said that
Kashmiri migrant teachers had
first approached the court in
2010 after which a single bench
delivered a judgment in favour
of their regularisation, which
was challenged by the govern-
ment before a double bench. The
association said this bench also
directed that the teachers be reg-
ularised, which was challenged
by the government in the
Supreme Court, which dis-
missed its petition in 2018.

“In 2019, finally the govern-
ment regularised Kashmiri mi-
grant teachers, having no other
option left. This indicates that
the Delhi government was never
interested in regularising the

services of KMT. In fact, the Delhi
government opposed the regu-
larisation till the very end,” read
the statement.

BJPleaders, too, said the Delhi
government had in fact stood
against Kashmiri migrant teach-
ers in court. West Delhi MP
Parvesh Sahib Singh said it was
the court that had ordered the
government to give permanent
jobstothem. “But it is not surpris-
ing that the Chief Minister is try-
ing to take credit forit,” he said.

Senior AAP leader Saurabh
Bhardwaj however said it was the
Centre-nominated Lieutenant
Governor who had opposed the
regularisation in court.

“We passed a cabinet note to
bring in a policy to regularise
these teachers in 2017. The mat-
ter was already underway in
court. Regularising contractual
employees is not a simple
process as this route has previ-
ously been used by others to
give jobs to undeserving people.
For this reason, we made a pol-
icy.If one goes through the court
documents, they will see that
initially there is an undertaking
by the government that talks
about regularising these teach-
ers. Thereafter, the L-G Office
said that since the matter is re-
lated to services, the elected
government does not have pow-
ers. The lawyers were also
changed and the new lawyers
opposed the regularisation,”
Bhardwaj, the MLA from Greater
Kailash, said.

Accessories to go with uniforms will also be designed. Archive

no space has been provided so
far,” he said.

AAPMLA Atishi alsoraised the
delay in MCD polls and hit out at
the Centre, asking who will take
responsibility of people’s health.

Fires at the landfill have bro-
ken out frequently over the years.
In March 2021, locals had com-
plained of high pollution levels
for days after the landfill caught
fire.In November 2020, a fire had
broken out at the landfill, burn-
ing for almost 24 hours before
firefighters could bring it under
control. A similar incident took
place in October 2017, over a
month after the garbage moun-
tain had partially collapsed, trig-
gering a fatal accident.

DU student’s leg
crushed: Cops
book excavator
machine’s driver

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

NO RAIN THIS MONTH

City sweats at
40C as heat
wave begins

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

WITH THE maximum tempera-
ture hitting 40 degrees Celsius in
some parts of Delhi-NCR on
Monday, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has forecasta
heat wave for the national capital
on Tuesday and Wednesday.
The Safdarjung weather ob-
servatory, which provides repre-

sentative data for the city, T i *T'

recorded a maximum tempera- 220 220 21.0
ture of 39.1 degrees Celsius on o
Monday, seven degrees above Mar 29 Apr3

normal for this time of the year,
and the highest so far this season.

On Monday, the maximum
temperature was 40 degrees
Celsius or more at 8 weather sta-
tionsin the NCR. Narela recorded
42 degrees Celsius, while
Pitampuraregistered 41.1 degrees
Celsius, Najafgarh saw 40.7 de-
grees Celsius, Gurgaon 40.5, and
AyaNagar40.2. At the Lodhi Road
station, the maximum tempera-
ture was 40 degrees Celsius, and
atthe Ridge, it was 40.1 degrees.

The normal maximum tem-
perature, calculated as along pe-
riod average, for March 28 to 31
in Delhi, is 32 degrees Celsius.
The maximum temperature has
been increasing in Delhi-NCR
over the past two days. On
Sunday, the maximum temper-
ature at Safdarjung was 36.8 de-
grees, and was even lower at
34.5 degrees on Saturday.

Heat wave conditions are on
the forecast for Tuesday and
Wednesday, with the maximum
temperature at the Safdarjung
weather observatory likely to be
40 degrees Celsius on these two

FORECAST FOR
SAFDARJUNG*

EMin HMax
40.0 38.0 38.0
[40.0 l l
39.0 39.0

22.01 22.0] 22.01

(*provides representative
data for the city; temp in °C)

days. Severe heat wave condi-
tions are likely at a few places,
the forecast indicates.

TheIMD declares a heat wave
in the plains when maximum
temperature is40 degrees Celsius
or more, and if it is 4.5 or 6.4 de-
grees above the normal. A heat
wave may also be recorded when
the maximum temperature is45
degrees Celsius or more. If these
markers are met at two weather
stations in the meteorological
subdivision for at least two con-
secutive days, a heat wave is de-
clared on the second day.

The IMD identifies absence of
moisture in the upper atmos-
phere,and “prevalence of hot,dry
air over a region”, as favourable
conditions for a heat wave. The
city has not recorded any rainfall
this month, when the normal
amount of rain from March 1 to
28is13.5mm. Last year, the max-
imum temperature at Safdarjung
hit40.1 degrees on March 30.

Child rights panel hones
in on CM’s statement
on homeless children

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

DAYS AFTER a 19-year-old Delhi
University student was injured
afteraslab of rock weighing 100~
150 kg crushed a part of her leg
atthe under-construction Benito
Juarez Marg underpass, the
Delhi Police registered an FIR
against the driver of the excava-
tor machine who was working
at the site that comes under the
Public Works Department.

On Wednesday, police said,
the student and her friends were
crossing the road in front of
Durgabai Deshmukh Metro sta-
tion when a slab on the road di-
vider toppled onto her leg al-
legedly after the excavator hit it.

Police have registered a case
against the driver under IPC sec-
tions 279 (rash and negligent
driving) and 338 (causing griev-
ous hurt by act endangering life
or personal safety of others)
based on the student’s complaint.

DCP (Southwest) Manoj C
said, “... The driver was detained
and questioned and the machine
has been seized. We have come
to know that he was taking a U-
turn on the wrong side. The ma-
chine hit the slab and the girl
sustained injuries.”

The student had alleged that
there were no barriers near the
construction site, which was de-
nied by PWD officials.

winter), summer and winter uni-
form for personnel of security unit
of Delhi Police, choice of uniform
for women, which could include
fusion of traditional and western
outfits,” said a senior police officer
aware of the developments.
Accessories to gowith the uni-
forms will alsobe designed for per-
sonnel. “This will include caps for
summer and winter uniforms for
local police and traffic, equipment
holdersin the shape of either belts
or bomber jackets, footwear, rain-
coats, winter cardigans, heavy-

New Delhi

FOLLOWING THE Delhi govern-
ment’s budget announcement of
a proposal to set up a boarding
school for homeless children,
National Commission for the
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR)
chairperson Priyank Kanoongo
has soughtinformationonthesta-
tus of children “running away
from childcare facilities”.

After Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia’s budget speech, CM
Arvind Kejriwal had addressed a
press conference in which he
elaborated on the proposal, say-
ing children first need emotional
and psychological support: “All at-
tempts to pick them up from...
traffic lights have failed because
they have lacked humanity. They
get picked up, put in jail, put in
childcare centres. No one is there
to ask after them, they run away
and return to the same situation.
This school will be one where they
will get 5-star facilities, and these
children will be brought to the
mainstream, given respectful lives
and be made good citizens.”

Referring to Kejriwal’s address,
Kanoongo has written to the Chief
Secretary zeroingin onareference
made by the CM on children res-
cued from streets running away
from child care institutions. He has
come down on the Delhi govern-
ment, stating that this issue has

duty winter jackets, backpacks,
duffle bags, phosphorus jackets to
be used at night/foggy weather,
and accessories for beat patrol staff
on motorcycles,” the officer said.
“Some other uniforms under the
‘special requirement’ category will
also be considered foramakeover.
These include uniform for band
police, mounted police,dog squad
and crime team,” the officer said.
An estimated Rs 50 lakh is
learnt to have been approved by
the Delhi Police HQ for the proj-
ect. “NIFT officials have also shared

notbeenraised withitin the past.

“Inthe said speech, it hasbeen
stated that children who are in
street situations are not being
dealt with ina humanitarian way
and are rescued from streets and
being placed in child care institu-
tions. Those children who are
placed in CCIs are then running
away from there due tolack of ad-
equate childcare facilities,” wrote
Kanoongo, adding, “NCPCRwould
like to inform that so far four
monthly meetings with all
States/UTs in the past five months
have been conducted... and the
Department of Women and Child,
Govt of NCT of Delhi, has not in-
formed about this problemin CCls
of Delhi in any of the meetings.
The NCPCR would like your good
offices to provide reasons for not
informing about this serious issue
of children running away from
CCIs in Delhi in monthly review
meetings that are being taken by
NCPCR with all States/UTs.”

He has soughtinformationon
the number of children rescued
from streets in the last sixmonths;
those placed in CCls; those who
have run away; FIRs registered in
such cases; details of all CCls in
Delhi and reports of inspections
done. He also sought “an action
taken report on poor conditions
of CCls in Delhi and officers who
are responsible” in 15 days.

Government officials did not
respond to calls or messages
seeking acomment.

comfort

abreak-up of the cost with police
and informed them that the ad-
ministrative charges fee is around
Rs 9.13 lakh, sourcing of fabrics
and other materialsisRs 3 lakh,Rs
4]akhis for material testing, Rs 10
lakh for prototyping ensembles
and accessories,Rs 2.6 lakh for re-
search and designing, Rs 8 lakh for
branding and Rs 5.62 lakh for con-
sultancy charges,” the officer said.

Delhi Police spokesperson
Suman Nalwa did not respond to
calls and messages from The
Indian Express seeking comment.
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IN PARLIAMENT ocscc0

d Replace Income Tax Act with Direct

against NPAs unlike UPA: Nirmala

Finance minister says Cong-led regime has left NPAs by ‘dozens and tonnes’
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE HEALTH of public sector banks has
“improved” as the government acted
against Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) and
ensured recovery of money from the
“phone banking frauds”, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said on Monday.

Replying to an unstarred question in the
Lok Sabha, Sitharaman hit out at the
Opposition and said that NPAs were left by
the “dozens and tonnes” during the UPA
rule.

Sitharaman was responding to a ques-
tion from DMK member T R Baalu who,
while observing that NPAs totalling Rs 10.7-
lakh crore were written off between 2014
and 2021, said, “This is money of investors
and interest accrued by way of savings by
the common people. My most important
question is this...will the government come
forward to bring out a statutory provision
to safeguard the interest of the common
man and salaried class for the small invest-
ments made from their savings for the fu-
ture so that they do not lose the confi-
dence?”

To this, Sitharaman clarified that writ-
ing off is not “completely” waiving the

From THE GALLERY

FROM THE CHAIR

LOK SABHA

“Itis my decision who
gets to speak. Merely
giving notice doesn’t
work. Entire House
keeps giving notices.”
OM BIRLA, Speaker

LIRS

_ MITTICY

ABHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY, LEADER
OF THE CONGRESS IN LOK SABHA,
SPEAKS TO MANOJ CG

You raised the issue of price rise in
Lok Sabha today (Monday).

My argument was that prices of
petroleum products including
cooking gas have been increasing
relentlessly. Adding fuel to the fire,
the government is also going to
raise the prices of essential
medicines. This shows the
government's anti-people, anti-
poor mindset. The government
should roll back the hike.

The government says the Russia-
Ukraine conflict is responsible for
therise in fuel prices because
supply chains have been disrupted.
Itis afrivolous argument. The truth is
India isimporting only less than 5 per
cent of its crude oil from Russia. So this
argument does not hold water. The
BJP government has extracted more
thanRs 26 lakh crore from the pockets
of the common people. So we wanted
athreadbare discussion on the issue.

Is the government agreeable to a
debate?

At the meeting of the Business
Advisory Committee | again raised
thisissue. The Speaker is in favour of
adebate. He suggested to the
government, represented in the BAC
by Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi and MoS Arjun Ram
Meghwal, to look into it. Meghwal
assured us he will consult the
minister concerned and fix a date for
adiscussion on the issue of price rise.

The BJP argues petrol prices went
up during the time of UPA
government too.

At that time...we had constituted the
price stabilisation fund and offered
subsidies...and we had prevented
relentless increase in prices. Statistics
are there with us... statistics itself is
an eloquent testimony to what the
UPA government had done to
stabilise the prices.

Will the two Congress-ruled states
reduce taxes to give relief to
people?

The Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan
governments had earlier reduced VAT
on petrol and diesel to ease prices.
And the Jharkhand government, of
which the Congressis a part, had also
reduced VAT drastically. The
Jharkhand government had decided
to subsidise Rs 25 per litre of petrol
ration-card holders with
two-wheelers.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
speaks in Lok Sabha on Monday. P11

amount.

“As a part of the accounting process,
banks make a provision for the amount,
which is due from the NPA account and in
that process, we call it as writing off, but
the provisioning is made and the pursuing
of that particular defaulter or the NPA,
which owes money to the bank; is followed

“That is why I may not be able to say the
exact amount now, but several public sec-
tor banks in the recent past have got the
money back. I am saying over Rs 10,000
crore, but I am not giving you the exact fig-
ures...which (the money) rightly belongs
to them by claiming the assets of those de-
faulters,” she said.

Sitharaman further said that for the first
time NPAs are being “pursued, action is be-
ing taken on the promoters, and money is
being taken from the securities and assets
that they have and given back to the bank”.

“This has happened only under Prime
Minister Modi and never before. NPAs were
left by the dozens and tonnes during the
UPA rule...money was never recovered
from these defaulters...Adhir ji, wait a
minute...these are bitter truths...you will
have to hear it,” Sitharaman said, hitting
out at Congress member Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury.

Citing newspaper reports, Sitharaman
said the health of public sector banks has
“improved” and they are in “pink of
health”. “We were able to get the money
back from those phone-banking frauds.
Money has come back to the public sector
banks; they helped us improve; it is in the
public space and the media. Please do read

up,” she elaborated. it,” she said.

Taxes Code;: Chidambaram in RS

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

DURING THE debate on Finance Bill as well as
the Appropriation Bill in the Rajya Sabha on
Monday, former finance minister P
Chidambaram said that the Income Tax Act
must be replaced by Direct Taxes Code, while
seeking to know from Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman “why 39 amendments
were required in the Finance Bill”.

“The Finance Bill has 125 Clauses, of
which 84 pertain to amendments to the
Income Tax Act, and the Finance Minister has
moved 39 Amendments to the 125 Clauses in
the Amendment Bill,” said Chidambaram,
adding that even after careful perusal, he did
not understand the amendments.

“Thisisalegacyissue...this has been going
onyear afteryear after year, but this must stop.
This government claims that it will dump all
old legacies. Thisis one legacy this government
must dump immediately, and I think, the en-
tire Income Tax Act must be replaced by a Direct
Taxes Code. When we were in government, |
have helped draft a Direct Taxes Code when
Pranab Mukherjee tried to improve it. When I
returned to the Finance Ministry, [ tried toim-
prove it. There are three versions of the Direct
Taxes Code. Many of the provisions will be out-
dated.So, getrid of all of them, but please bring
aDirect Taxes Code immediately,”he added.

Chidambaram also raised the issue of in-
come tax on charities, saying that most trusts

P Chidambaram speaks during the
debate in Rajya Sabha on Monday. P11

and charities in the country “are crippled by
these provisions and the repeated amend-
ments year after year after year,” suggesting
instead that they be allowed to function
“with a reasonable degree of independence
and light regulation”.

Chidambaram further called the concept
of ‘faceless assessment’ introduced by the gov-
ernment a “regressive” move. The former fi-
nance minister said many of the amendments
that had been brought in were not only volu-
minous but also complex — a “minefield” that
would increase the hardships of the people.

Speaking on the Appropriation Bill, he said
that from 2009-10, the policies that had been
brought in resulted in direct tax revenue as a
proportion of the GDP, exceeding indirect tax
revenue for the first time in 2013-14. When the
BJP government took over, direct taxes were
5.6 per cent of the GDPand indirect taxes were
4.4 per cent of the GDP.

“This is progressive taxation: direct tax, as
aproportionof GDP, increases and indirect tax,
as a proportion of GDP, decreases. This is the
right direction. Indirect taxes as a proportion of
GDP should not cross direct taxes. Direct taxes
must increase. In 2021-22, both have become
equal — 5.4 per cent. Next year, the Finance
Minister expects that direct taxes will go up
from 5.4 to 5.5 per cent and indirect taxes, as a
proportion of GDP, will come down from 5.4
percentto5.2 per cent,whichmeans, we arere-
versing the bad trend...but, total indirect taxes
and direct taxes touched 11.2 per centin 2017-
18.This year, itis 10.8 per cent, and next year, it
will come down to 10.7 per cent. If your total
tax, as a proportion of GDP, falls by as much as
04 per cent or 0.5 per cent, there is something
seriously wrong with your tax policies and tax
administration,” he said. He added “this trend
indicates that people are accumulating income
and wealth and not paying enough taxes,
whereas the large mass of people, who pay in-
directtaxes, are bearing the bulk of the burden”.

“The burden must be shared equitably.
People must pay taxes, but... the people who
accumulate wealth must pay more,” he said.

He further questioned Sitharaman
whether the projected 11.2% growth an-
nounced in February this year, had been re-
assessed in light of the war in Ukraine. “Supply
chains have been choked... World trade will be
affected. Infact, the IMF has estimated that the
GDP of every country will be down by 0.5 per
centto 2 per cent.,” he said. FULL REPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

Opp raises price
rise issue in LS,
seeks discussion

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE ISSUE of fuel price hike continued to rock Parliament
on Monday as opposition members raised the issue in both
Houses and demanded a rollback of the recent increase in
petroleum prices.

Raising the issue of price rise in Lok Sabha, Congress
member Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury demanded that the
government should hold a discussion on the issue in the
House. “The condition of the common man in India has be-
come worse. The way people of the country are being
looted; it is important to raise the issue by bringing it to
your notice,” he said.

Chowdhury said the prices of petrol, diesel, CNG and
PNG are being increased daily. Besides, government has
introduced a new system for 800 essential medicines from
April 1, which will result in increase of prices of these drugs.
He demanded that the government should roll back the
prices. He also demanded that the government should dis-
cuss the issue in the House because it affects the common
man.

DMK member TR Baalu said, “Day in day out, the com-
mon man and salaried class people are very much affected
because of the pricerise... For the past one week, there has
been an increase of more than Rs 4 per litre on the price of
petrol,and diesel also. This is not fair on the part of this gov-
ernment,” Baalu said.

TMC member Sudip Bandyopadhyay said the whole
House is concerned about the price hike issue of diesel,
petrol and gas.

“lapprehend that the range of price of petrol, diesel and
domestic gas can go up to the number one position in the
world also as it is increasing very fast. Nobody is replying
about the reasons for it,” Bandyopadhyay said. “Such type
of issues should be discussed on the floor of the House at
leastonce...”

In Rajya Sabha, opposition members tried to raise the
issue when the House met at 11 am but Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu adjourned the House for an hour, a move
which came under criticism from some members.

K-RAIL PROJECT

SC refuses to
stay land survey

EXPRESS NEW SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE SUPREME Court on Monday refused to stay the land sur-
vey and social impact assessment for the proposed K-Rail
Silverline project, a semi-speed rail corridor linking the south-
ernand northern ends of Kerala.

Abench of Justices M R Shah and B V Nagarathna dis-
missed the appeal filed against an order of the Kerala High
Court Division Bench allowing the survey. The Division Bench
had stayed a Single Bench order which stayed the survey for
the project which has come under massive protests.

Junking the appeal, the SCsaid, “The Single Judge ought to
have appreciated that by such ad interim order the presti-
gious project couldn't have been stalled.”

“The Division Bench rightly interfered and set aside such
an interim order. It is required to be noted that the proceed-
ings at that stage was with respect to Social Impact
Assessment studies studies only, which would not cause any
prejudice to petitioners. We are in complete agreement with
Division Bench's view. No interference of this court is called
and SLP stands dismissed.”

Referring to the interim order passed by the Single judge,
Justice Shah said, “The High Court has stalled everything and
not just the Study. How can such an order be passed inanin-
terim order? Recently we opined in a detailed judgment that
projects can't be stalled like this.”

Setting aside the Single Judge order, the HC Division Bench
had accepted the contention of the state government that
the survey is for the purpose of demarcating the boundary
of the project alignment for SIA study, and land acquisition

comes only later.
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Attention! GST Taxpayers
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PANEL PRAISE

IT WAS an emotional day for senior Congress leader Anand
Sharma on Monday as he chaired his last meeting as Chairman
of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Home Affairs.
Sharma, the Congress deputy leader in Rajya Sabha, is retiring
as MP this month. Members cutting across party lines praised
his bipartisan approach and impartiality in conducting the
meetings of the panel. It will now be interesting to see who
will succeed Sharma as the deputy leader of the party in the
House. With the Congress's strength in Rajy Sabha coming
down, it will also be interesting to see whether the govern-
ment will give the party Chairmanships of two Standing
Committees. The party now heads the Standing Committees
on Home and Science and Technology, Environment, Forests

linguistic minorities.

ence of both experts.

SrIr OF TONGUE

A LAWYER'S reference to political minorities during a hear-
ing on identifying minorities at state level had Justice SK Kaul
and Solicitor General Tushar Mehta scratching their heads on
Monday. “What is political minority?,” SG Mehta asked the
counsel. “What is political minority? I couldn’t understand,”
said Justice Kaul. The counsel was quick to realise his slip of
tongue and clarified that he only meant to say religious and

SPEECH SLOT

AS HE rose to speak in Rajya Sabha on Monday to debate the
Finance Bill and the Appropriation Bill, RJD's Manoj Jha said
itwas “like a beautiful dream” for his speech to be slotted be-
tween the speech of former Finance Minister P Chidambaram
and that of current Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. He
said it was an honour to be discussing the Bills in the pres-

‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’: Raj
Bhavans to host students

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

A SELECT groups of students,
teachersand parents will beinat-
tendance at Raj Bhavans across
the country, the Centre an-
nounced on Monday, to watch as
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
shares tips on dealing with exam
stress, during the annual ‘Pariksha
Pe Charcha'.

Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan told re-
porters he is writing to chief min-
istersand governorsin this regard
and expects a positive response as
the event's previous editions had
seen “all cooperation” from states.

Launched in 2018, the
‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’ event's fifth
editionis slated to be held on April
1 atthe Talkatora Stadiumin New
Delhi. Last year, the Covid pan-
demic had forced the government
to hold it online.

The town-hall formal event
will also be livestreamed in cen-
trally funded higher educationin-
stitutions, medical and nursing
colleges under the Ministry of
Health, educational institutes un-
der the Ministry of Skill
Development, besides Indian mis-
sions in countries with a sizeable
diaspora.

According to Pradhan, select

Dharmendra
& Pradhan.piB

students across the country will
alsovisit RajBhavans towatch the
event in the presence of
Governors.

“There are some issues on
which there is unanimity. There
cannot be any objection to chil-
dren getting de-stressed. That's
why states have cooperatedinthe
pastas well,” Pradhan told a press
conference, adding the move will
help elevate the event to the level
of a “public movement”.

Asked if all the states are on
board with the Centre’s proposal,
Pradhan said he was hopeful it
will be widely supported. He said
the secretary of the Department
of School Education and Literacy,
Anita Karwal, has discussed the
plan with officials from states, in-
cluding the chief secretaries and
the education secretaries.

At the Talkatora Stadium, the
audience of around 1000 stu-
dents, teachers and parents from
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and Haryana
will also get to interact with PM
Modi.

MINORITY STATUS TO HINDUS IN SOME STATES

Centre gets 4 more weeks to reply to PIL

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
gave the Centre four more weeks
“to placeits stand” onaplea chal-
lenging its power to notify minori-
tiesunder the National Minorities
Commission Act, 1992, and seek-
ing minority status for Hindus in
states where their numbers have
gone below others, with Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta stating that
hewas yet togo through a counter
affidavit filed by the Ministry of
Minority Affairs in the matter and
sought time for this.

The Ministry of Minority
Affairs had filed a counter affidavit
in the politically sensitive matter,
putting the onus of granting mi-
nority status to Hindus upon
states, saying even they have the
power to declare a group as mi-
nority within their jurisdiction.

“I have received the reply, our
reply, what stand the department
has taken, I could not go through
it,” Mehta told a bench of Justices
SKKauland MM Sundresh, seek-
ing time. Justice Kaul on a lighter
note pointed out the reply had al-
ready appeared in newspapers
and said in the order “learned
Solicitor General submits that he
will place the stand on the mat-

ters on record as he has yet not
vetted the affidaviteven though it
may have appeared in the news-
papers”.

“I' have not read it...I am not
aware of the view of the depart-
ment,” Mehta said smilingly.

Allowing the Centre’s request
for time, the bench added in the
order that “..he (SG) requests for
four weeks’ time to place the
stand onrecord on these matters”
and fixed May 10 to hear it next.

The bench also referred to an
Office Report drawn up by its
Registry in the matter, which said
that the Union Home Ministry,
whichis a party in the matter, had
put the onus of responding to the
petition on the Ministry of
Minority Affairs. The SG replied
that he would check on what re-
ally had happened. “I will check
up. The Union of India is before
your Lordship.”

The court was hearing a plea
by Advocate Ashwini Upadhyay
whosaid thatas per the 2011 cen-
sus Hindus were a minority in
Lakshadweep, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Meghalaya, J&K,
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, and
Punjab and that they should be
given minority status in these
places, following the principles laid
down in the 2002 TMA Pai and
2005 Bal Patil judgments of the SC.

Centre right in saying states can decide

minority status: former NC

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

AS THE central government has
placed the onus of declaring reli-
gious and linguistic minorities on
states in an affidavit submitted in
the Supreme Court saying that
“both Parliament and state legisla-
tures have concurrent powers to
enact law to provide for the pro-
tection of minorities and their in-
terests”, atleast two former chair-
persons of the National
Commission for Minorities(NCM)
agree with the Centre's stand.

Former NCM chairperson
Wajahat Habibullah has said that
during his tenure as Chair, the
NCM had raised the issue of state
powers todesignate minority sta-
tus tocommunities and had even
pushed for a minority status for
Kashmiri Pandits in Jammu and
Kashmir.

“The NCM Act applies to the
entire country. We felt that each
state should have its own Act. |
myself, when I was heading the
panel, had recommended that a
commission for minorities be set

Sawant takes oath as Goa CM
for second consecutive term

MAYURA JANWALKAR
TALEIGAO, MARCH 28

PRAMOD SAWANT was swornin
as the 14th Chief Minister of Goaat
a grand ceremony held at Dr
Shyamaprasad Mukherjee sta-
dium in Taleigao on Monday.

Eight other MLAs, too, took
oath as Cabinet ministers in the
presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and top BJP
leaders.

Inthe packed stadiumwithal-
most 10,000 people in atten-
dance, the eight MLAs — Vishwajit
Rane, Mauvin Godinho, Nilesh
Cabral, Ravi Naik, Subhash
Shirodkar, Govind Gaude, Rohan
Khaunte and  Atanasio
Monserrate — were sworn in as
ministers by Goa Governor P S
Sreedharan Pillai.

Rane, Godinho, Cabral and
Gaude were part of the Sawant-
led Cabinet from 2019-22, while
Khaunte was a minister in the
Manohar Parrikar-led govern-
ment and was dropped from the
Cabinetin 2019.

Sawant chaired the first meet-
ing of the nine-member Cabinet
in the afternoon. After the meet-
ing, he announced that the
scheme of three free LPG cylinders
inayear that was part of the BJP’s
election manifesto would be im-
plemented in April. He said the in-
come limit to avail the scheme
would be notified soon.

Cabinet portfolios are yettobe
announced. While a decision on
three vacant Cabinet berthsis yet
tobe taken, the current Council of
Ministers has no woman.
Monserrate’s wife and Taleigao
MLA Jennifer Monserrate was a
minister in the previous govern-
ment led by Sawant. She was,
however, not included in the
Cabinet this time. Monserrate and
Deviya Rane, first-time MLA and
wife of minister Vishwajit Rane,
are the only two woman MLAs in

Goa CM Pramod Sawant greets PM Narendra Modi during
his swearing-in ceremony in Panaji, Monday. Pri

the BJP. However, it is likely that
the remaining ministerial berths
may be given to allies supporting
the BJP - MGP and three
Independent MLAs, all men.

Sawant, who was often called
the “accidental Chief Minister” by
his detractors, said he was grateful
to his party leadership for giving
him the opportunity to serve as
the CM again. “l am not an acci-
dental CM. I am elected, not se-
lected,” he said.

While Sawant and Rane are
from the Maratha community,
Naik is a prominent leader from
the Bhandari community thatac-
counts for majority of the Hindus
in Goa. Godinho, Cabral and
Monserrate are Catholics, Gaude
belongs to the ST community,
while Khaunte belongs to the in-
fluential Gaud Saraswat Brahmin
(GSB) community.

Seven-time MLA Naik began
his career as an MLA of the
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak
Party (MGP) and won five elec-
tions after that from the Congress.

PMs’ museum likely to open on April 14

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE PRADHAN  Mantri
Sangrahalaya (the Museum of
Prime Ministers), being built at
Delhi’s Teen Murti Estate, is set
for a big-ticket inauguration.
Sources say that if all goes well,
the showpiece project will be in-
augurated on April 14, to coin-
cide with BR Ambedkar’s birth
anniversary.

The Rs 270-crore project was
approved in 2018, with a com-
pletion deadline of October
2020, but faced repeated delays
not only due to pandemic-re-
lated lockdowns, but also owing
to civil works and content-cura-
tion issues. While it was ready
late last year, sources say “some
last-minute changes and finish-
ing touches for the displays had
to be carried out”.

Sources told The Indian Express

The Rs 270-crore
project was approved
in2018 witha
completion deadline
of October 2020

that the Museum covers the life
and times of all 14 Indian Prime
Ministers so far. “It will showcase
the contribution of 14 Prime
Ministers, while the collections
and works on Jawaharlal Nehru
will stay in the current Nehru
Memorial Museum, which was
also his residence,” said the
source, adding that the two spaces
have been integrated.

“Equal space and weightage
has been ensured for all Prime
Ministers as per the duration of
their tenures and the landmark
events they were instrumental
in,” said an official, adding that
“the aim is to take pride in their

legacy and contribution”. The
PMO wants this place to cele-
brate the India story, irrespective
of whichever party is in power,
the source added.

The display comprises rare
photographs, speeches, video
clips, newspapers, interviews
and original writings, in some
cases. “Itis a mix of personal be-
longings of the former PMs col-
lected from their families, along
with interactive digital displays.
Some of the memorabilia items
collected from the families in-
clude photographs, letters, pens
and caps. All of them have been
treated respectfully in terms of
content and prominence,” said
an official.

There is a huge focus on dig-
ital displays and virtual reality.
The museum has been designed
in a way that it can accommo-
date future PMs as well, says the
source.

The 10,975.36-sqare mere

museum has abasement, ground
floor and first floor, with galleries
at all three levels. The entrance
will be from the top floor, which
is built in the shape of Ashok
Chakra, and visitors will walk
down to the various galleries.

Sikka Associates Architects,
the Delhi-based firm which has
designed the museum, says,
“We’ve conceptualised the de-
sign to represent the hands of
Prime Ministers shaping arising
nation, and the Dharma Chakra
from the flag is a symbol of aris-
ing India.”

In 2018 when the project was
mooted, it faced stiff opposition
from the Congress. Former PM
Manmohan Singh even shot offa
letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, raising concerns
over an “agenda” to “change the
nature and character” of Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library
(NMML) and the Teen Murti
complex.

He left the Congress to join the BJP
ahead of the recently concluded
election. Both Naik and Shirodkar,
seven-time MLAs formerly with
the Congress, have been ministers
in the Congress governments in
the state in the past.

Khaunte and Gaude, who
were both Independent MLAs in
the last Assembly, also joined the
saffron party before the election.

Amid chants of “Jai ShriRam”,
beats of drums and the tootari, the
crowd cheered for the BJPleaders
onstage. Inattendance for the cer-
emony were PM Modi, Union
Ministers Nitin Gadkari, Narendra
Singh Tomar, Himachal Pradesh
Governor Rajendra Alrekar, BJP
national president ] P Nadda and
party national general secretary
(organisation) B LSanthosh, Chief
Ministers Pushkar Singh Dhami
(Uttarakhand), Basavraj Bommai
(Karnataka) and Himanta Biswa
Sarma (Assam)among others.

Intherecently concluded elec-
tion, the BJP won 20 seats in the
40-member Assembly.

ODISHA’S BHADRAK

Wajahat Habibullah

up for Jammu and Kashmir specif-
ically and a Kashmiri Pandit
should head it in light of commu-
nity's sufferings. We had recom-
mended that this commission
take into account the complexity
of the region — with a Muslim
dominated Kashmir, a Buddhist
dominated Ladakh and a Hindu-
dominated Jammu. We had also
recommended that Pandits be de-
clared aminority community and
be protected accordingly,” said
Habibullah.

Igbal Singh Lalpura, who re-
cently demitted the office asNCM
chairperson in order to fight the
Punjab elections, said, “The cen-
tralgovernment's stand is correct.

M chiefs

TheNCM is concerned with three
main subjects —education, nodis-
crimination at the workplace,and
equality for minorities; and this
means whichever community is
a minority in whichever state. |
have personally written to states
to set up their own commissions
- but they have not responded
and have not taken action on the
matter,” says Lalpura.

Former Vice-President of
India, Hamid Ansari, who had also
chaired the NCM, says, “The point
is that the whole exercise is gov-
erned by an Act of Parliament -
the National Commission for
Minorities Act, 1992 — which de-
finesa certain area of jurisdiction.
If the central government wishes
that the scope of the exercise be
extended, thenall that needstobe
doneis forthe Acttoberevisited..”

Former Joint Intelligence
Committee chairman and NCM
member Keki Daruwalla said,
“The whole debate on the matter
began with the exodus of
Kashmiri Pandits from the Valley.
Things are already complex. Why
make them even more compli-
cated?”

Yogi allocates portfolios,
keeps Home, 33 others

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW, MARCH 28

THREE DAYS after his swearing-in
as Uttar Pradesh CM, Yogi
Adityanath on Monday allocated
portfolios to the new ministers in
the state government, keeping
with himself the key home, vigi-
lance and 32 other departments.

Among other portfolios the
(M keptwith himself are appoint-
ments, personnel, housingand ur-
ban planning, revenue, food and
civil supplies, mining, general ad-
ministration, and civil aviation.

The turncoats got more im-
portant berths ascompared tothe
party’s old-time leaders.

Deputy CM Keshav Prasad
Maurya — a prominent OBC face
who was holding PWD, food pro-
cessing and public enterprises in
the previous cabinet, was allo-
cated the rural development, rural
overall development, rural engi-
neering, entertainment tax and
national integration besides food
processing and publicenterprises.

The PWD portfolio went to
Jitin Prasada, a former Union min-
isterwho switched sides from the
Congress to join the BJP last year.

Deputy CM Brajesh Pathak,
who joined the BJP in 2016, got
the medical education, medical,

and health and family welfare,
and mother and child care.

Baby Rani Maurya, former
Uttarakhand Governor and the
only woman in the cabinet, was
allocated the woman welfare and
child development and nutrition.

Senior MLA Suresh Khanna
has been given the finance and
parliamentary affairs and medical
education. BJP state president
Swatantra Dev Singh got the Jal
Shakti, namami Gange and rural
water supply, irrigation and wa-
terresources, irrigation (mechan-
ical), minor irrigation, flood con-
troland fallow land development.

Anil Rajbhar got the low-pro-
file labour, unemployment and
coordination. Rakesh Sachan, a
Congress turncoat, got MSME,
khadi and village industries, hand-
loom and textile industries.

Among the ministers from the
alliance partners, Ashish Patel of
Apna Dal (S) was given the tech-
nical education with the con-
sumer protection and metrology
and Nishad Party president Sanjay
Nishad got the fisheries.

Dinesh Pratap Singh, a former
Congress leader from Rae Bareili
who is also contesting the MLC
elections asaBJPnominee, got the
horticulture, agriculture market-
ing, agriculture foreign trade and
the agriculture export.

Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath and Leader of Opposition
Akhilesh Yadav greet each other after taking oath as MLAs in
Assembly in Lucknow, Monday. Express

Nepal PM Deuba to
arrive on Friday on
3-day visit: MEA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

NEPALESE PRIME Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba's three-day visit
toIndiabeginning Friday will pro-
vide anopportunity toreview the
“significant growth” in bilateral
ties and expand it further, the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
said on Monday.

“India and
Nepal enjoy
age-old and
special ties of
friendship and
cooperation. In
recent years,
the partnership
has witnessed
significant
growthinallar-
eas of coopera-
tion,” the MEA
said in a state-
ment.

Deuba and
his spouse Arzu
Deubawillbein
India till April 3, on an official visit
attheinvitation of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. He is scheduled
tocallonVice-President Venkaiah
Naidu and hold talks with Prime
Minister Modi on April 2.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval will also be call-
ing on the visiting leader, accord-
ing to the statement said.

“The upcoming visit will pro-
vide an opportunity to the two
sides toreview this wide-ranging
cooperative partnership and to
progress it further for the benefit
of the two peoples,” the MEA
statement said

“Besides official engagements
in New Delhi, the Prime Minister
of Nepal will visit Varanasi," the
MEA statement said.

Nepal Prime
Minister
Sher
Bahadur
Deuba

UK Foreign Secy
Truss to visit
India on March 31

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

BRITISH FOREIGN Secretary
Elizabeth Truss will visit India on
Thursday against the backdrop of
the ongoing war in Ukraine.
Announcing the visit Monday;,
the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said in a statement Truss
will hold consultations with his
Indian counter-
part S
Jaishankar on
bilateral, re-
gional and
global issues of
mutualinterest.
There has
been a flurry of
visits toIndia of

British several leaders,
Foreign including the
Secretary foreign minis-
Elizabeth ters of Austria
Truss and Greece and

the US Under

Secretary  of

State for
Political Affairs Victoria Nuland, in
the past few weeks.

The unfolding situation in
Ukraine is likely to be discussed
extensively during Truss's talks
with Jaishankar.

"The visitwill also serve to fur-
ther deepen our partnership
across various sectors such as
trade and investment, science,
technology and innovation, de-
fence and security, climate coop-
eration, education...," the MEA
statement said.

In a first, Muslim woman wins top civic body post

AISHWARYA MOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR, MARCH 28

THE BIJU Janata Dal (BJD) may
have swept the recently con-
cluded civic polls in Odisha, but
one of its defining moments was
the election of the first Muslim
woman as the chairpersonofalo-
cal body in the state.

The story of this history-
making election in the town of
Bhadrak becomes even more re-
markable when one factors in
that the winner is a 31-year-old
Independent candidate who
bested the ruling party’s nomi-
nee. The seat was reserved for
women this year after the delim-
itation process and went to
Gulmaki Dalawzi Habib, who
defeated the BJD’s Samita Mishra
by 3,256 votes.

Habib, who is a Business

Gulmaki Dalawzi Habib
defeated the BJD’s Samita
Mishra. Express

Administration graduate and a
professional data entry operator,
attributes her victory to people’s
trust and the mutual goal of
Bhadrak’s development.

She claims to be a political
novice but comes from a family
withapolitical pedigree. Her hus-
band, Sheikh Jahid Habib, is the
BJD’s district vice president.

New Delhi

“My uncle, aunts...they are all
active in the political sphere for
the last 30 years. My maternal un-
cle was a councillor and my ma-
ternal aunt was elected as vice-
chairman many years ago. I even
married into a politically active
family. So it was impossible to be
detached from politics as such but
I had never in my wildest imagi-
nation thought that I would con-
test an election and even win it,”
Habib tells The Indian Express over
the phone.

The 31-year-oldis aresident of
the town’s Purana Bazaar area,
which consists of half of the mu-
nicipality’s 30 wards. In the run-
up to the polls, there was a strong
demand to nominate a Purana
Bazaar resident as locals allege
thatthe areaisignored and left to
its fate every time. “I was born
here and the place has not
changed a bit. There has been no

development in the area at all, be
it roads or drainage...none of it
has come to this part of the town,”
Habib says.

After the B]D did not nominate
a candidate from Purana Bazaar,
she decided to contest as an
Independent. “I was reluctant ini-
tially since this was new for me.
But people here know my family
well and everyone insisted that [
take this up..,” Habib says.

Of the town’s 1.21-lakh popu-
lace, 40 per cent are Muslims. It
has witnessed two major riots in
the past—onein 1991 inthe lead-
up to the Ramjanmabhoomi
movement and again in 2017.

“I had the support of the peo-
ple of Bhadrak, irrespective of re-
ligion...My brothers from the
Hindu community campaigned
for me, took to the stage to ask for
votes. And I will work for every-
one,” says Habib.
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TISS among

8 varsities to
adopt CUET
from 2022-23

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE TATA Institute of Social
Sciences, Mumbai, and Delhi-
based Jamia Hamdard University
are among the eight deemed-to-
be universities open to the idea of
adopting the Common University
Entrance Test (CUET) for admit-
ting students in undergraduate
programmes from the 2022-23
academic session.

UGC chairperson M Jagadesh
Kumar announced this on
Monday after a meeting with the
Vice-Chancellors and Directors of
these institutes. On Sunday, the
UGC had appealed to public uni-
versities under state governments,
colleges and private universities to
consider CUET for UG admissions.

“The fact that eight deemed-
to-be-universities have expressed
willingness to use the CUET for
carrying out admissions isimpor-
tant because this will encourage
other higher education institu-
tions also," Kumar said.

Apart from TISS and Jamia
Hamdard, the other six institutes
thatparticipatedinthemeetingare:
Gandhigram Rural Institute;
Dayalbagh Education Institution,
Agra; Gurukul Kangri, Haridwar;
Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad;
Avinashilingam Institute for Home
Science and Higher Education for
Women, Coimbatore; Ramakrishna
VivekanandaEducational Research
Institute, Kolkata.

Punjab govt announces Spicejet aircraft hits pole at Delhi airport
doorstep ration delivery

Centre stopped itin Delhi, but all states will want it: Kejriwal

KANCHAN VASDEV
& MALLICA JOSHI
CHANDIGARH, DELHI, MARCH 28

CHIEF MINISTER Bhagwant
Mann Monday announced the
rollout of doorstep delivery of ra-
tion for the poor in Punjab, pick-
ing the model of the scheme that
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) gov-
ernment in Delhi had tried toim-
plement but had to shelve fol-
lowing objections by the Centre.

Announcing the scheme
through a video message, Mann
said the ration, being supplied to
BPL families under the atta-dal
scheme, will now reach their
doorstep. He, however, added that
the scheme will be optional for the
eligible beneficiaries.

"The AAP government has de-
cided to start the doorstep deliv-
ery of ration scheme. Under the
scheme, good quality rationitems
willbedelivered at the beneficiar-
ies' doorstep and no one will now
need to stand in queues or leave
his work for this. Our officers will
make a phone call to the benefici-
aries and ration will be delivered
attheirhomesas per their conven-
ience and availability," said Mann.

Stating that the scheme is op-
tional, Mann said if the depot is
close toabeneficiary's home, they
may fetch the ration from there.

Mann said the Arvind Kejriwal
government had started this

Arvind
Kejriwal

Bhagwant
Mann

scheme in Delhi too, "but unfortu-
nately it was stopped. But in
Punjabwe are going toimplement
itand we will runit successfully".

InDelhi, Kejriwal said once the
Punjab government implements
the policy, citizens in others states
too will "start demanding” it.

“In Delhi, we have been strug-
gling to implement this. We had
done all the planning, but the
Centre stopped us..butas they say,
you cannot stop an idea whose
time has come. We will do it in
Punjab,” said Kejriwal.

The Centre and AAPregime in
Delhi have been at loggerheads
over the implementation of the
scheme, with the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution writing to the state
governmenton several occasions,
saying thata provision for delivery
of ration to homes does not exist
in the National Food Security Act
(NFSA), 2013. Centre has told the
Delhi government that it had no
objectiontothe scheme if the gov-
ernment buys ration from the FCI

As HC intervenes, Kerala bars
staff from taking part in strike

Says absence from work would be considered unauthorised

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH 28

HOURS AFTER a Division Bench
of the Kerala High Court directed
the state government to issue or-
ders forthwith to prevent gov-
ernment servants from engag-
ingin the 48-hour general strike,
the government said absence of
employees participating in the
strike would be unauthorised.

The order is a severe setback
for the trade unions affiliated to
the ruling CPM as well as
Opposition Congress, which
have actively taken part in the
first day of the general strike
called against the policies of the
Centre. Offices across Kerala re-
ported thin attendance on
Monday and all educational in-
stitutions remained closed.

The order issued by Chief
Secretary V P Joy said: “Pay for
the days on which the strike is
taking place will be withheld
from the salary for next month.
No leave will be granted to em-
ployees and teachers on strike
days except for unavoidable rea-
sons.”

It further said persons in-
dulging in violence during the
strike days would be prosecuted.

RAJASTHAN
Speaker ‘directs’
BJP MLAs to take
back iPhones

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR,MARCH 28

ON THE last day of the Budget
session, Rajasthan Assembly
Speaker CPJoshi on Monday ‘di-
rected’ BJP MLAs to take back the
iPhones that they had returned
to the House.

On February 23, after Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot tabled
the state budget, all 200 MLAs
were given the phones —iPhone
13 —in the budget bags on their
way out. Later in the day the BJP
announced thatits 71 MLAs will
return the phones. BJP state pres-
ident Satish Poonia had said that
the phones were being returned
“considering the financial bur-
denon the state.”

This led to both BJP and the
Congress leaders trading barbs.

On Monday, Speaker CP Joshi
said that “this time, after we asked,
after the Assembly asked, the gov-
ernment gave phones. The idea
was that through IT, we are bring-
ing the entire Assembly proceed-
inginit. And this time, we did not
give ahard copy of the budget,and
have given the budget in it (the
phone) and the reports are being
given there as well.”

“In order to improve mem-
bers’ efficacy, it is necessary that
you use the phones given to
you,” he said.
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Members of Left trade unions take out a march in support of
the bandh, in Thiruvananthapuram, Monday. P11

“Provisional recruits who keep
away from duty during the strike
days will be removed from serv-
ice,” it said. The order directed
the state transport undertaking
toensure service so that employ-
ees could reach offices.

Earlier in the day, the Division
Bench of Justice S Manikumar
and Shaji P Chaly issued an or-
der, saying: “We direct the
Government of Kerala to issue
appropriate orders forthwith, to
prevent the government ser-
vants from engaging in strike
and also to issue necessary or-

ders forthwith, to all the Heads
of the Departments, to ensure
that Rule 86 of the Government
Servants’ Conduct Rules, 1960,
are not violated and in case of vi-
olation, to take appropriate ac-
tion. Government should issue
appropriate orders to enable the
operation of vehicles to enable
the government servants to at-
tend duty.”

The court acted upon a PIL
moved by Chandra Choodan Nair,
through advocate V Sajith Kumar,
urging the court to declare the
strike of employees illegal.

and distributes it, but using grain
given to the state under NFSA
would be illegal.

Punjab, however, had tweaked
the NFSA to provide wheat flour at
Rs2 perkgand dal (blackgram)at
Rs 20 per kg to 1.54 crore individ-
ual beneficiaries and 43 lakh fam-
ilies under the Atta-Dal Scheme.
Currently, instead of flour, wheat
is supplied once in three months
to beneficiaries. The government
has not been able provide pulses
due to paucity of funds.

Mannsaid it was sad thateven
75 years after Independence, the
poor still had to stand in queues
outside depots togetration. In this
age of digitalisation, variousitems
of daily needs, including food, are
delivered at people's doorstep at
one phone call, he said.

"But on many occasions, poor
people, most of whom are daily
wagers, have togive up their day's
workto take ration (from fair price
shops).How sad itis thata person
who is living hand to mouth, has
toleave his day's work to fetch ra-
tion,” said Mann, adding that peo-
ple now will getrid of it.

While Mannwentahead with
the announcement, officials in
Punjab feel that implementing
would be trickier. “The govern-
ment is supplying foodgrains to
elderly and physically challenged.
The rest have to physically take
their supplies fromration depots,”
agovernment functionary said.

Bandh affects
public transport,
banking services
in many states

New Delhi: Life was affected in
parts of the country on Monday
as thousands of workers took
partinanationwide strike called
by trade unions to protest against
the Union government’s policies.

As the two-day strike called
by All India Trade Union
Congress (AITUC), the joint fo-
rum of central trade unions, be-
gan, protests were held in many
states, banking services were af-
fected and public transport was
thrown out of gear.

Essential services, however,
remained largely unaffected.

In some parts of Kerala, mis-
creants allegedly assaulted those
who turned up at offices and
even attacked private vehicles.

In West Bengal, transport
services were hit as protesters
blocked roads and halted trains.

InHaryana, government em-
ployees held a protest in
Faridabad even as trade unions
said public transport was af-
fected in many districts.

In Maharashtra, banking
services were hitas cashreplen-
ishment at ATMs was not imme-
diately available.

Inastatement, the AITUC said:
“Thereisabandh-like situationin
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Puducherry,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Odisha, Assam, Haryana and
Jharkhand.” ENS&PTI

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

A SPICEJET-operated Boeing
737-800 aircraft hit a lighting
pole at Delhi Airport Monday
morning while pushing back,
damaging the plane's right wing
and the pole that it hit. The
Director of Air Safety (North
Region) at aviation safety regu-
lator DGCA has commenced a
detailed investigation into the
incident.

In the aftermath of the inci-

Jammu-bound flight was being pushed back for
departure when it came in close contact with a pole,
causing damage to aileron; DGCA begins probe

dent, both the operating pilots,
the aircraft maintenance engi-
neer (AME), wing walkers and
the push-back operator have
been taken off duty pending an
investigation.

The Spice]et flight, which
was to operate from Delhi to
Jammu, was being pushed back
for departure by the push back

operator in coordination with an
AME and two wing walkers.
“During the push back operation,
the aircraft was pushed beyond
taxi lane... and further apron
edge marking. When the aircraft
was being aligned, the trailing
portion of the RH (right hand)
wing hit the apron light pole,” a
source at the Directorate General

of Civil Aviation (DGCA) said.

The source said that follow-
ing the incident all those in-
volved were tested for alcohol
consumption, and they tested
negative.

ASpice]et spokesperson said:
“On March 28, 2022, Spicejet
flight SG160 was scheduled to
operate between Delhi and
Jammu. During push back, the
right wing trailing edge came in
close contact with a pole, caus-
ing damage to aileron. A replace
aircraft was arranged to operate
the flight.”
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JR—— Nasheman Bhavan, 1st Floor, Mazharool Haque Path, Frazer Road, Patna
‘b Sl (Contact: 09199949186; 09850649870; 07802003424)

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) and Rule 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/ charged to the Secured Creditor, the symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of Union Bank of India
(secured creditor), will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is” basis on the date mentioned below, for recovery of
dues as mentioned hereunder to Union Bank of India from the below mentioned Borrower(s) & Guarantor(s). The Reserve Price and the Earnest
Money Deposit are also mentioned hereunder:

Undertaking

Kurthaur Branch, Near Brahma Sthan, Parsa Bazar, Nh-83,Phulwari Taluk, Kurthaur, Patna

1. Name of the |Shri. Vibhuti Sharma (Borrower)

Smt Arunti Devi (Guarantor)

Amount Due: Rs.36,87,675/- (Rupees Thirty six lakh eighty seven
Borrower & thousand six hundred seventy five only) as on 25.05.2021 plus
Guarantor/s further interest alongwith cost and expenses.

Property details: Residential House (admeasuring 1326 sqft equivalent to 3.044 decimal) in the name of Shri.Vibhuti Sharma situated at Road
No:03, Sri Nagar Colony, AG Colony, Mauza: Sheikhpura, P.S-09, Khata No:23, Survey Plot No:106, Sub Plot No:23 (P), Tauzi No:5316, Ward
No:04, Thana:09, Thana: Shastri Nagar, Dist: Patna, Bihar; Bounded by: North: Rasta; South: Sri Bindeswar Singh; East: Part Plot No:106; West:
Sri Bindeswar Singh.

Reserve Price: Rs. 1,17,00,000/- (Rupees One Crore Seventeen Lakh Only), EMD: Rs.11,70,000/- (Rupees Eleven Lakh Seventy Thousand Only)

Anishabad Branch, Khagaul Road, Opposite Police Colony, Near Chitragupta Samaj, PO - Anishabad Patna — 800002

2. Name of the |Shri. Sohan Rai Amount Due: Rs. 25,32,624.29 (Rupees Twenty Five Lakh Thirty
Borrower & Two Thousand Six Hundred Twenty Four and Paisa Twenty Nine
Guarantor/s Only) as on 31.01.2020 with further interest and cost

Property: All that Part and Parcel of Land admeasuring about 793.93 sq. ft. and Building thereupon in the name of Mr. Sohan Rai being situated
at Mauza-Digha, Mohalla-Digha South, PS-Digha, Dist- Patna bearing Thana No-01; Khata No.-209; Survey Plot No-3472; Jamabandi No-5123;
Mauza-Digha South Survey Thana-Phulwari; Haal Thana-Digha in the district of Patna Bounded by: North: Property of Madho Prasad; South:
Property of Kedar Singh; East: Property of Jai Kumar; West: 9 feet Rasta

Reserve Price: Rs.36,00,000/- (Rupees Thirty Six lakhs Only), EMD: Rs.3,60,000/- (Rupees Three lakhs and sixty Thousand Only).

2&&:;:;:25Name & Kankarbagh, Branch,Old Bypass Road, Kankarbagh ,Main Road, Lohia Nagar,Patna 800020

3. Name of the |M/s Shree Laxmi Foods (Prop: Mr Rohit Kumar) Amount due: Rs. 42,85,516.32 (Rupee Forty Two Lakh Eighy Five
Borrower & Shri Rohit Kumar (Borrower) Thousand Five Hundred Sixteen and paisa Thirty Two Only) as on
Guarantor/s Smt. Malti Devi (Guarantor) 30.06.2021 with further interest and cost.

Shri Krishna Prasad Gupta (Guarantor)

Shri Vijay Kumar (Guarantor)

Property: Land admeasuring 1170 sq ft along with G+3 Building situated at Ward No: 14 (O), 49/38, New Holding No:22A(O) 31 (New), Sheet|
No:104, Circle No:43, M.S Plot No:789 Mohalla- Mata Khudi Lane (Ashok Rajpath), Mauza: Mahendru, P.S: Sultanganj, Dist: Patna-800008;
Bounded by: North: Parshuram Sah; South: Anchal Kumar Gupta; East: Road of Patna Corporation; West: Gali of PMC.

Reserve Price: Rs.63,00,000.00 (Rupees Sixty Three Lakhs Only), EMD: Rs. 6,30,000.00 (Rupees Six Lakhs and Thirty Thousand Only).

II:”\LzrlzzsName & Machhuatoli - Patna Branch, Arya Kumar Road, Machhuatoli, Patha—800004

4. Name of the |Borrower 1: M/s Sai Smart Zone (Proprietor : Shri Sukant|Amount Due:
Borrower & Prakash); Shri. Sukant Prakash (Proprietor); Smt Bachi|Borrower 1: Rs.1,05,33,653.00 (Rupees One Crore Five Lakh
Guarantor/s Devi, W/o Shri. Surendra Prasad (Guarantor); Shri. Pravin|Thirty Three Thousand Six Hundred and Fifty Three Only) as on
Prakash(Guarantor); Mrs Nilu Prakash(Guarantor) 25.05.2021 with further interest and cost.

Borrower 2: M/s Future Phone (Proprietor: Shri Sukant|Borrower 2: Rs.71,53,698.00 (Rupees Seventy One Lakh Fifty
Prakash); Shri. Sukant Prakash (Proprietor); Smt Bachi Devi|Three Thousand Six Hundred and Ninety Eight Only) as on
(Guarantor) 25.05.2021 with further interest and cost.

Property 1: Residential Land and Building (owned by Smt Bachchi Devi) in area admeasuring 4.91 dismil situated at Survey Plot No:438, Society
Plot No:01, Tauzi No:175C, Khata No:192, Thana No:16, Municipal Plot No:X, Holding No:1158, Ward No:26, Circle No: 103 at Mauza : Rasida Chak,
P.S : Alamganj, Dist: Patna; Bounded by: North: Survey Plot No:459; South: Proposed Road; East: Society Plot No:04; West: Survey Plot No: 433.

Reserve Price: Rs.1,22,21,000/- (Rupees One Crore Twenty Two Lakh Twenty Thousand Only); EMD: Rs.12,22,100/- (Rupees Twelve Lakh
Twenty Two Thousand One Hundred Only).

Nawada Branch, Near Old Rajauli Bus Stand, Sharfa Colony, NoniaTola,Nawada-805110

5. Name of the
Borrower &
Guarantor/s

M/s Sai Metal (Borrower); Smt Savitri Devi Amount Due: Rs.39,31,381.48 (Rupees Thirty Nine Lakh Thirty
One Thousand Three Hundred and Eighty One and Paise Forty

Eight Only) as on 30.06.2021 with further interest and cost.

Property: Land area admeasuring 7.5 decimal at Mauza: Bhadauni, Khata: 85, Khesra:316, Thana No:378, Sub Division: Nawada, Block & Circle:
Nawada, District: Nawada, Bihar in the name of Smt Savitri Devi, W/o: Shri. Akhilesh Kumar. Bounded by: North: Md Ibrar; South: Moti Ale; East:
Rasta; West: Sidho Pandey.

Reserve Price: Rs. 16,50,000/- (Rupee Sixteen Lakh Fifty Thousand Only); EMD: Rs.1,65,000/- (Rupees One Lakh Sixty Five Thousand Only).

2;&:;::25Name = Patliputra Branch (EAB)G. Floor, Ramayan Plaza, Patliputra, Rajapur Pul, Opp 32 Gate, Digha Main Road, Patna

6. Name of the Amount Due: Rs.1,38,34,983.00 (Rupees One Crore Thirty Eight
Borrower & Lakh Thirty Four Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty Three Only)
Guarantor/s as on 02.02.2019 with further interest and cost and expenses.
Property 1: Commercial Land and Building (in area admeasuring 12.40 decimal) belonging to Shri. Ram Pratap Ray situated at Thana No:31,
Khata No: 283 (N), Khesra No: 1823 under Mauza: Ismailpur, Near Harauli Bodhi Mai Mandir, PS: Hajipur Sadar, Vaishali-844101; Bounded by:
North: Punam Devi & Mahesh Thakur; South: Natho Singh; East: PWD Road; West: Jai Narain Thakur & Others.

Reserve Price: Rs.44,00,000/- (Rupees Forty Four Lakh Only) EMD: Rs.4,40,000/- (Rupees Four Lakh Forty Thousand Only).

Property 2: Commercial Land and Building (in area admeasuring 15.33 decimal) belonging to Shri. Prem Pratap Ray situated at Thana No:27,
Khata No: 161, Khesra No:26 under Mauza: Sahjadpur Jitwar, Near Harauli Boddhi Mai Mandir, PS: Hajipur Sadar, Vaishali, Bihar-844101;
Bounded by: North: Lakshman Rai & Others; South: Umakant Pandey, Sonu Pandey; East: Sambhu Chowdhary and Others; West: PWD Road.
Reserve Price: Rs. 64,00,000/- (Rupees Sixty Four Lakh Only) EMD : Rs.6,40,000/- (Rupees Six Lakh Forty Thousand Only).

Patna Main Branch (EAB), 1st Floor, Aditya Arcade, Exhibition Road, Patna-800001
M/s Maa Vindhyawashini Rice Mills Pvt Ltd;

M/s Prem Pratap Ray, Prop: Prem Pratap Ray,
Shri. Prem Pratap Ray, Shri. Ram Pratap Ray

7. Name of the Amount Due: Rs.3,97,55,305/- (Rupees Three Crore Ninety
Borrower & Mr. Shatrudhan Sharan Sharma; Mrs. Meena Devi; Seven Lakh Fifty Five Thousand Three Hundred and Five Only)
Guarantor/s Mr. Bulan Singh; Mr Jeetendra Sharma as on 01.08.2017 with further interest and cost.

Property: Factory Land and existing structure at Khata no:281,453,395, Khesra N0:4573,4574,4575,4576,4577, Thana No: 03, Mauza Arai, P.S:

ICICI Bank Limited

0ICICI Bank

PUBLIC NOTICE

Registered office: Landmark, Race Course Circle, Vadodara 390 007.

Corporate office: ICICI Bank Towers, Bandra-Kurla Complex, Mumbai 400 051.
GOLD AUCTION CUM INVITATION NOTICE

The below mentioned borrowers have been issued notice to pay off their outstanding amount towards the facility against gold
ornaments.("Facility") availed by them from ICICI Bank Limited ("ICICI Bank"). We are constrained to conduct an auction of pledged gold
ornaments on April 08, 2022 as they have failed to repay the dues. ICICI Bank has the authority to remove account /change the auction date
without any prior notice. Auction will be held online -https://jewel-auction.procuretiger.com between 12:30 pm to 3:30 pm. For detailed
Terms and conditions, please loginto given website. In case of deceased borrower, all conditions will be applicable to legal heirs.

Loan A/C No. | Customer Name

Loan A/C No. Customer Name

Loan A/C No. Customer Name

Branch Name: Araria

133905001056 Ravi Ranjan Kumar

625905051661 Jyoti Kumari

254605001602 I Sushma Subhasini

133905001934 Priti Kumari

625905051663 Ravi Suxena

254605001637 I Sunil Kumar Bhagat

133905003538 Adittya Ranjan

Branch Name: Banka, Bihar

133905003555 Prince Kumar

Branch Name: Patna - Ashiana
Nagar

370605000886

Sonu Kumar Sinha

Branch Name: Jamui

194305000812 I Arun Kumar

370605001207 Kamal Kishor

Sharma

197605001677 I Gauhar Hasan

197605001696 I Gauhar Hasan

Branch Name: Barh

Branch Name: Jehanabad

230405001058 I Nishant Kumar

257305001189 I Prashant Shekhar

Branch Name: Patna - Ashok
Rajpath
238505001053 | Rameshwar Prasad
Branch Name: Patna - Hajiganj

Branch Name: ai

257305001190 I Danish Kumar

424305000505 | Manoj Gupta

043005005179 | Sanju Priya

Branch Name: Katihar

Branch Name: Patna - Kumharar

Branch Name: Bettiah

132605002105 | Rakesh Kumar

329705000846 I Rajeev Kumar

071105000552 Afatab Alam

Branch Name: Khagaria

329705000847 | Raj Kumar

071105001095 Suneel Kumar
Prasad

163305003080 | Ranju Singh

Branch Name: Kishanganj

071105003429 Nesar Ahmad

181005000926 I Afroj Alam

071105003945 Jyoti Kumari

[Branch Name: Lakhisarai-Nayabazar|

071105003946 Vavuni Devi

132705004043 |  Gaurav Kumar

071105003951 Gaurav Bhardwaj

132705004362 I Bikash Ray

071105003954 Shivnath Prasad

Branch Name: Madhepura

071105003974 Mehtab Alam

258405001141 | Sunny Kumar

Branch Name: Bhabua

258405001146 I Rajesh Kumar

255805001548 | Nitu Devi Jaiswal

258405001160 I Ashish Kumar

Branch Name: Bhagalpur -
Tilakamanjhi

Branch Name: Madhubani

132805003004 Mamtesh Kumar

180805000723 I Suman Kumari

Singh

Branch Name: Patna - Lohia Nagar

Daudnagar, Dist: Aurangabad, Extent of Land 60.00 decimal (19.20 Katha; Bounded by: Plot N0:4575,4576,4577; North: Shatrudhan Sharan
Sharma, South: Naulakh Sao, East: Road, West: Vifan Yadav; And Survey Plot No: 4573 & 4574; North: Vakil Yadav, South: Brijnandan Prasad,
East: Road, West: Shri. Jitendra Sharma).

Reserve Price: Rs. 1,68,00,000/- (Rupees One Crore Sixty Eight Lakh Only). EMD: Rs.16,80,000/- (Rupees Sixteen Lakh Eighty Thousand Only).

23:::;23Name & Doctor’s Colony, Malahi Pakri Chowk, Lohiya Nagar, Kankarbagh, Patna-800020

8. Name of the |M/s Capital Poultry Farm; Prop: Mr Kunal Kishore, Smt  |Amount Due: Rs.16,28,681.35 (Rupees Sixteen Lakh Twenty
Borrower & Sajanti Devi Eight Thousand Six Hundred and Eighty One and Paise Thirty
Guarantor/s Five Only) as on 14.01.2020 with further interest and cost.

Property: EMG of 10 Dhur (620 Sq Ft) and single storied Residential Building in the name of Mrs Sajanti Devi, W/o: Shri. Vijay Singh situated
at Mauza: Dasratha, Survey: Phulwarisharif, Dist: Patna, Thana No:30, Khata No:48, Khesra Survey Plot No:225, P.S: Phulwarisharif, District:
Patna-800020, Bihar; Bounded by: North: 10 ft wide Road; South: Shri. Vidyanand Singh; East: Shri.Rakesh Kumar; West: Shri. Satyanand Sinha.
Reserve Price: Rs. 32,25,000/- (Rupees One Crore Sixty Eight Lakh Only). EMD: Rs.3,22,500/- (Rupees Three Lakh Twenty Two Thousand Five
Hundred Only).

Branch Name &
Address

Nehalpur Branch, At Nehalpur, Post: Nehalpur, Jehanabd:804429

9. Name of the |M/s Shashi Enterprises (Prop: Shri. Shashikant Sharma); |Amount Due: Rs.11,36,350/- (Rupees Eleven Lakh Thirty Six
Borrower & Mrs Sarojini Devi Thousand Three Hundred and Fifty Only) as on 20.08.2021 with
Guarantor/s further interest and cost.

735205000185 | Kashyap Kishore
735205000193 I Shiv Kumar Mistri
Branch Name: Patna Bypass - Patna
Central School
334205001251 | Jagmal Chauhan

334205001270 | Vikky Kumar
Branch Name: Patna-Boringroad
040405009417 I Archana Srivastava
Branch Name: Patna-Fatuha

251805000619 l Anil Kumar
Branch Name: Patna-Rajabazar
061605002758 | Madhukar Verma

Branch Name:

ir-Patalroad

132805003027 Paras Kumar

061605002913 Rajesh Kumar

043105003936 | Shashi Bihari

132805004053 Sunil Kumar Mahto

061605002910 Manoj Kumar

Branch Name: Bihta, Bihar

Branch Name: Motihari

370805000751_| Manoj Kumar Singh

133405003092 Nakul Kumar

Branch Name: Purnia
071205003486 l Md Shamsher Khan

370805000754 | Manoj Kumar Singh

133405004194 Madan Kumar

Branch Name: Buxar

Jaiswal

046505002490 | Pramila Devi

133405005296 Raghav Parashar

Branch Name: Chapra

Branch Name: Munger

132905002390 Santosh Kumar

092505001950 Gayatri Devi

132905002404 Mohammad

092505003748 Ajay Kohali

Khurshid Alam

092505003922 Manish Kumar

132905002411 Bipin Kumar

Branch Name: Darbhanga

Branch Name: Muzaffarpur

092405004021 | Gaurav Kumar Jha

030605010582 | Rajendra Tiwari

Branch Name: Dehri

030605010857 | Dipak Kumar

243905000885 I Madan Singh

Branch Name: Muzaffarpur-

243905001370 I Ravi Gaurav

Civilcourt

Branch Name: Purnia - Gulab Bagh
197505001099 | Narendra Kumar
Branch Name:
162105001074 |
162105003681

Ragini Devi
Dipanshu Kumar
Upadhyay
Branch Name: Sasaram

133505003246 [ Alok Sharma
133505003251 l Amrendra Bharti
Branch Name: Sheikhpura
401805000305 I Bablu Kumar
Branch Name: Sheohar

Branch Name: Gaya

133005003045 Kundan Kumar

046305006001 Balmiki Pandey

Jaiswal

256305000565 | Sindhu Devi

Property: Land Admeasuring 3.125 decimal (belonging to Mrs Sarojini Devi) situated at Plot No:474, Khata No:49, Thana No:384, Ward No:29,
Mauza: Hasura; Near Nursing Institute, Panjawara Road, Jehanabad; Bounded By: North: Paine; South: Goraknath Yadav; East: Gorakhnath
Yadav; West: Nij Mokir.

Reserve Price: Rs. 11,50,000/- (Rupees Eleven Lakh Fifty Thousand Only). EMD: Rs.1,15,000/- (Rupees One Lakh Fifteen thousand Only).

Nehalpur Branch, At Nehalpur, Post: Nehalpur, Jehanabd:804429

10. Name of M/s Raju Automobiles (Prop: Mr Chandrabhushan Amount Due: Rs.32,23,417.13 (Rupees Thirty Two Lakh Twenty
the Borrower & |Sharma); Mr Chandrabhushan Sharma ; Mr. Rajesh Kumar |Three Thousand Four Hundred and Seventeen and Paise Thirteen
Guarantor/s Only) as on 20.08.2021 with further interest and cost.

Property: Land admeasuring 682 sq ft alongwith building (Belonging to Mr. Rajesh Kumar) situated at Plot No: 304, 898, Khata No: 699/172,
Mouza: Jehanabad, Prem Nagar, Horilganj, Jehanabad-804408; Bounded by: North: PCC 8 wide Gali, South: House of Sharmaji; East: House of|
Ravi Ranjan Kumar; West: House Dikeshwar Singh.

Reserve Price: Rs. 16,62,500/- (Rupees Sixteen Lakh Sixty Two Thousand Five Hundred Only). EMD: Rs.1,66,250/- (Rupees One Lakh Sixty Six
Thousand Two Hundred and Fifty Only).

Branch|Name}& Bahadurpur Housing Colony Branch, 4M/3, Bhootnath Lane, PATNA
Address

11. Name of M/s Ram Lakhan Plastic (Prop: Mr Avinash Raj); Mr. Amount Due: Rs.46,17,881.00 (Rupees Forty Six Lakh Seventeen
the Borrower & |Avinash Raj; Mr. Anil Pandey; Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty One Only) as on 31.08.2019
Guarantor/s with further interest and cost.

256305000709 I Ashok Kumar

046305005423 Satish Kumar
Saxana

133005003636 I Mahesh Kumar

Branch Name: Muzzafarpur -

046305004474 Sanjay Kumar

Gobersahi

046305005427 Jyoti Kumari

334405001768 I Sujeet Kumar

Branch Name: Sitamarhi
133705003596 Umesh Ray
133705003618 Shushi Sah
133705003649 Dilip Kumar

Branch Name: Gopalganj

Branch Name: Nar j (Nagar
Parishad)

071005004981 Ali Hasan

752105000382 I Vikas Kumar

071005002541 Md Ekabal Ansari

Branch Name:

Branch Name: Siwan
133805002824 INikaSh Kumar Singh
133805002827 [ Asama Khatun

071005002551 Md Ekabal Ansari

133205001826 Mohammad Altaf

071005003939 Golu Kumar Singh

Branch Name: Sultanganj
260705001132 | Sonu Kumar

Branch Name: Hajipur

Branch Name: Patna

260705001134 | Suraj Kumar Singh

Date : 29.03.2022

Place : Bhagalpur, Darbhanga, Gaya, Gopalganj, Jehanabad, Kaimur, Katihar, Khagaria
Kishanganj, Madhepura, Madhubani, Muzaffarpur, Paschimi Champaran, Patna,
Purbi Champaran, Purnia, Rohtas, Sheikt S|

a, Sh Siwan, Vaisk

Araria,

Begusarai, Banka, Buxar, Jamui, Lakhisarai, Munger, Nawada, Saran, Si hi

S/d

Authorised Officer
For ICICI Bank Limited /

Property: Residential Land and Building in the name of Mr Anil Kumar Pandey, S/o: Ram Lakhan Pandey, situated at Sadikpur Jogi, Mohalla:
Sanjay Gandhi Nagar; Road No:05; Kali Mandir Road; Pargana: Azimabad; P.S: Patrakar Nagar, Thana No: 09, Khata No:350, Ward No: 45,
Holding No:113/2, Survey Khesra Plot No: 868, Dist; Patna; Bounded by:Anil Kumar; South: Surajdeo Jha; Esat: Brahmadeo Prasad Sinha, Shri.
Shyam Nandan & 5’ wide Road; West: Plot No: 867, Shri. Ram Baran Prasad.

Reserve Price: Rs. 80,45,000/- (Rupees Eighty Lakh Forty Five Thousand Only). EMD: Rs.8,04,500/- (Rupees Eight Lakh Four Thousand and
Five Hundred Only).

Date & Time of E-Auction:- 29.04.2022; From 11:30 am to 2:30 pm
For detailed terms and condition of the sale, please refer to the link provided in https://www.unionbankofindia.co.in/english/TendelViewAllAuction.aspx

For Registration and Login and Bidding Rules visit https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp

Date: 24.03.2022 (Sd/-)

Authorised Officer

New Delhi

Place: Patna
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ODISHA CAMERAMAN'S MURDER

Victim’s ex-employer, aide held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, MARCH 28

THE PRIME accused in the abduction-
cum-murder of cameraman Manas
Swain, along with her accomplice, was ar-
rested from Odisha’s Bhadrak district, po-
lice said Monday.

Sarmishta Rout and her accomplice
Jhuna Bhoi were arrested from the Nalanga
area of the district. Rout and Bhoi were pro-
duced in the court of Chandbali Judicial
Magistrate (First Class) that sent them to
Crime Branch's custody for five days. Two

other co-accused, retired Odisha
Information Service (OIS) officer Niranjan
Sethi and his associate Ranjan Nayak, were
also sent to Crime Branch's custody, an of-
ficial said. Earlier, the Orissa High Court had
rejected Sarmistha's anticipatory bail plea.
Atotal of eight people have been arrested
so far, including Rout's brother.

Rout, owner and editor of a web portal
and fortnightly magazine, allegedly ordered
Swain’s murder as he was in possession of a
memory chip containing photos and videos
involving her. Swain had earlierworked asa
cameraman with Sarmistha for six months
but he quit the job in January this year.
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Twitter not bothered about sensitivities of
people in other regions, says Delhi HC

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE DELHI High Court on Monday
criticised Twitter for not acting fast
enough to block the account of an
atheistic organisation accused of re-
peatedly posting blasphemous con-
tent about a Hindu deity.

The courtobserved that the social
mediawebsite would have been more
sensitive had the content been about
“another religion”, and told the com-
pany to show it the law that states ac-
tionagainst offensive tweets canonly
be taken following a court order.

“Itis ultimately boiling down to
this that people you feel sensitive
about...about the content, you will
block them (but) you are not both-
ered about sensitivities of other
people inother regions of the world,
of other ethnicities. We dare say that
if the same kind of thing were to be
done inrelation to another religion,

Jharkhand Cong MLA
gets 3-yr jail in DA case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RANCHI,MARCH 28

you would be much more careful
and sensitive,” the High Court said.

The Division Bench of acting Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi and Justice Navin
Chawla directed the Centre to exam-
ine the tweets in question and other
allegedly offensive posts by the user
to see if those could be blocked un-
der Section 69A of the Information
Technology Act. The Bench also or-
dered the @atheistrepublic account
to disclose its location and other in-
formation about itself.

The directives were issued after
the court heard a petition seeking
the removal of the allegedly objec-
tionable content about goddess Kali
posted by @atheistrepublic.

The Bench had posed two ques-
tions to Twitter — a. Is there any obli-
gationonits partto keepawatchonits
users and find out if they are posting
somethingoffensive; b.Isit supposed
toblockanaccountin case of repeated
complaints or only remove content
every time there is acomplaint?

A SPECIAL court in Ranchi convicted Congress
MLA Bandhu Tirkey and sentenced him to three-
year jail term in a disproportionate assets (DA)
case while he served as the HRD Minister during
the tenure of former CM Madhu Koda.

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) had
investigated the case and had said that Tirkey
“collected assets worth Rs 6.28 lakh more” than
his known sources of income from 2005 to 2009.
With the sentencing, Tirkey is said to lose his
membership in the Jharkhand Assembly as he
stands disqualified under the Representation of

People Act.

The investigation was handed from the
Vigilance Bureau to the CBI, which registered
cases in 2010 against Koda and his ministers.

Guijarat: Class 12
student falls sick
during exam, dies

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, MARCH 28

In response, the social media
company said it had removed six of
the account’s tweets and an FIR had
been registered by the police in
Karnataka. But, questioning Twitter’s
submission that it cannot block an
account without a court order, the
Bench asked, “If thisis the logic, why
have you blocked Mr Trump?”

The court went on to say, “We
would like you to show us that (you
can act) only when there is a court
order ... which means that you will
not use your own sense of judge-
ment, your intellect, when you find
something absolutely, brazenly
blasphemous or brazenly offending
the sentiments of the people.”

Taking note of the fact that Twitter
had previously blocked accounts of
public figures, the Division Bench di-
rected the website to place onrecord
its policy on the circumstances in
which it takes such action. The court
alsonoted that Twitter has to comply
with guidelines under IT Rules, 2021.

A17-YEAR-OLD Class 12 student
who fell sick while writing his
board exam died in hospital on
Monday evening in Gomtipur
with doctors saying reasons for
the death can be ascertained
only after postmortem report.
According to officials, Sheikh
Mohammad Aman Mohammad
Arif, aresident of Gomtipur, was
rushed to the hospital after he fell
sick, one-and-a-half hours after
the exam commenced at 3 pm.A
student of SG Patel High School,
Arif was appearing for his
Accounts examination at Sheth
CL High School in Rakhiyal
when he experienced bouts

o YN g

“Since (Twitter) has not ques-
tioned the prima facie view of this
court with regard to nature and con-
tent of the offending posts of @athe-
istrepublic, in our view (Twitter)
should have on its own, without
waiting for today’s hearing, taken
down the posts which were pointed
by the petitioner as early as on 9th
December, 2021,” the Bench added.

Earlier, petitioner Aditya Singh
Deshwal, an advocate, told the court
that Twitter was twice intimated
about the tweets under scrutiny be-
fore the case was filed. He submit-
ted that Twitter was required to ob-
serve due diligence under the new
IT Rules. Even the website’s guide-
lines bar hateful content oniits plat-
form, the petitioner added.

The Centre told the Bench thator-
ders to block tweets are issued when
a user continuously posts offensive
content. The government also submit-
ted that Twitter blocks accountsonits
own based on users’ complaints.

Students undergo thermal testing before appearing for the
first exam of the Karnataka SSLC Board, in Chikmagalur. P11

L

A lawyer representing @athe-
istrepublic told the court that the
latest IT Rules were under challenge
before the judiciary and provided an
undertaking that similar offensive
material would not be posted by the
account till the matter was before
the court.

“We direct her to place on record
on affidavit the status of @atheistre-
public, namely its constitution; its
location; whether it is having any
place of business in India and also
place onrecord the particulars of its
officers/representative situated in
India,” said the Bench.

The court had first directed
Twitter to remove the allegedly ob-
jectionable content on October 29.
At the time, a Division Bench
headed by then Chief Justice DN
Patel told the social media company
to accord importance to people’s
sentiments and remove the content.

The matter will be heard nexton
September 6.

Muslim Board
moves top court
against hijab ban

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE ALL India Muslim Personal
Law Board (AIMPLB) has moved
the Supreme Court, challenging
the March 15 order of the
Karnataka High Court that up-
held the ban on wearing hijabin

KIRAN PARASHAR
BENGALURU, MARCH 28

Karnataka board exams
begin amid hijab row

educational institutions.

The AIMPLB said the order “de-
prived Muslim girls of their con-
stitutional right towear hijabalong
with the school uniform” and “cur-
tailed their religious freedom”.

STUDENT DIES

THE CLASS 10 board examina-
tions got underway in Karnataka
on Monday, with 20,994 stu-
dents remaining absent fromiit.

Onday one, the exam for the

In Mysuru district's T
Narasipur taluk, a student,
Anushree, died while writing
her exam reportedly due to
cardiac arrest. ENS

“The ground reality is that the
petitioners are compelled to re-
move their hijab for the Right To
Education at the cost of their self-
respect,” said the petition filed by
the AIMPLB and two women -
Munisa Bushra Abedi and Jaleesa
Sultana Yaseen - “who themselves

wear hijab in public spaces”.

.@ BT TEEE vomiting around 4.30 pm.

= Teraror e o “He splashed some wateron
T Ffr ST A=A | his face and continued to write
Tz sismene® 59 2 9T 8] | hisexam,” oneoftheteacherson

firstlanguage (mainly Kannada)

and the questions were then setin

The plea said the contention

yisten oy wpdel densi

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
i OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (SDW) NW
NSTP CORONATION PILLAR DELHI-110009

- E-mail ID:- nstp.djb@gmail.com, Phone No 011-27602302

SHORT PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER No. 24 (2021-22)
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S. Name of work

Estimated
Cost

Earnest
Money

Date of release of
tender in
E-procurement
solution

Providing & Laying of 450 mm dia MS rising main in
parallel of existing 600 mm dia from DD 6 lift pump
house to inlet of STP Narela (Re-Invite)

3877315/

77600/-

28.03.2022
2022_DJB_219771_1

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1320 (2021-22)

NIT along with all terms & conditions is available on web site https:/govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
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“STOP CORONA: WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”
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was held, with 8,48,405 students
appearing in 3,444 centres. Of
8,69,399 students enrolled,
20,994 remained absent, even as
97.59 per cent students wrote
their exams. In the last academic
year, of 8,19,398 students en-
rolled for the class 10 board ex-
ams, the number of absentees
was 3,769 on the opening day.
Karnataka Secondary
Education Examination Board di-
rector (exams) Gopalkrishna HN,
however, told The Indian Express
that this year's figures cannot be
compared with last year's. "Last
year,we had announced thatwho-

duty at the examination centre
said. “After some time, he started
sweating badly. Looking at his
condition, the exam supervisor
informed the principal who
called 108 for an ambulance at
around 4.38 pm,” said Hitendra
Padheria, Ahmedabad city dis-
trict education officer (DEO).
“Soon the ambulance ar-
rived and he was rushed to
Shardaben General hospital in
Saraspur along with a teacher.
He was putonaventilator while
his parents were informed,” the
DEO said,adding the boy died of
whatseemed tobea cardiacar-

an objective-type format. But if
you compare it to 2019-20 and
2018-2019, the attendance hadre-
mained about 98 per cent. Then
the total enrolment was below 8
lakh while this academic year it
hasincreased," he said. Onreasons
for absentees, he said they were
yet to ascertain how many stu-
dentsremained absent because of
the restriction on wearing hijab.
Education Minister BCNagesh
said the government has decided
that students wearing hijab will
not be allowed inside the exam
hall. “They can come to campus
wearing hijab but they need tore-

raised by the petitioners was that
they should be allowed towear hi-
jab of the same colour of the uni-
form so that they may remain con-
sistent with their fundamental
right of conscience and expres-
sion... whether the petitioners are
entitled, on the doctrine of propor-
tionality and as a matter reason-
able accommodation to wear hi-
jab.TheHC,itadded, had, however,
framed totally erroneous ques-
tions, which distracted itself from
the real issues arising out of the
record with the result that “discus-
sions on constitutional principles
resulted in conceptual overlap-

e S0 fapmesciBeap snod| | rest, during treatment. ever attends the exams will pass ~ move it before enteringthehall.”  ping, leading to discrimination”.
Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida G.B. Nagar, (UP) 2/feT - 26.02.2022
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com WATCO
’ L
E-TENDER NOTICE *"&1 OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, WATCO. Ground Floor, Unnati Bhawan, 'ﬂi'ﬁ TA:‘;,!'gOAV%gNﬁEEMTEgFTTSA,ﬁPN%gﬁﬁgégﬂh,'fg)'f“
L . . . L . . b H.B. Colony, Satyanagar, Bhubaneswar-751007,0disha, India W AERRY 57 Floor, Aavin lllam, No.3A, Pasumpon Muthuramalinganar Salai,
E-Tender are invited from firms/contractors registered with for the following jobs against which C-2006 Telefax: - +91-674-2571444 E-mail - ceowatcoodisha@gmail.com = Nandanam, Chennai-600 035.
; ; : Short e-TENDER NOTICE :

bids can be uploaded and same shall be opened / downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The INVITATION FOR BID (IFB) -

. - . . ey - . e-Tender Ref. No. 36/2021-22, Supply of PP Woven Bags at Ariyalur
details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida Authority's official website: 2Bid Identification No. WATCO (W) - 36/ 2021-22 Dtd.28.03.2022 Cement Works on F.O.R under rate contract basis, Est. Value Rs.17.70 Crore,
www.noidaauthorityonline.com & https://etender.up.nic.in Please ensure to see these WATCO No. 1125 Date:28.03.2022 EMD Rs.5.00 Lakhs ]

R f h / d & : d t 1. Name of the work : Supply and installation of 15mm dia Multijet Mechanical Water Meters at 13 PH Divisions such Submission of tender: L,tho 3'90 PM 0n 04.04.2022
websites orany changes/amen ments corrigenaum etc. as (1) Angul, (2) Cuttack, (3) Balangir, (4) Bhawanipatna, (5) Koraput, (6) Rayagada, (7) Important Note: A pre-bid meeting will be held on 31.03.2022 at 3.30 p.m at
A Balasore, (8) Berhampur, (9) Bhanjanagar, (10) Sambalpur, (11) Jharsuguda, (12) PH Division-Il, TANCEM, Corporate Office, 5" Floor, Aavin lllam, No.3A Pasumpon
( ) Bhubaneswar and (13) WATCO Division-Il, Bhubaneswar including replacement of defective Muthuramalinganar Salai, Nandanam, Chennai - 600 035. The Tender document

water meters within 5 years of installation (Package-I) to (Package-VIIl). can be downloaded from www.tntenders.gov.in Corrigendum / Addendum to
S. Job No./ Work Name Amount 2. Estimated cost . Package-| - Rs.1732.92 Lakh, Package-Il - Rs.1420.00 Lakh, Package-lll - Rs.1123.28 Lakh, this publication, if any would appear only on the above said website. .
No. Package-IV - Rs.1301.32 Lakh, Package-V - Rs.2339.24 lakh, Package-VI - Rs.2098.72 Lakh, DIPR/1535[TENDER/2022 General Manager (Marketing)
Package- VIl - Rs.1355.07 Lakh, Package-VIIl - Rs.504.48 Lakh CEngoan SLbS SHHHATD ADLHCHMD. Fngoar yfipgl FfSSTd uaLiGumD.
1 | 47/D(H)/DD(H)-11/2021-22, M/o Green Belt (R/o damage boundary wall Cost 3 Period of completi )
. . . ri mpletion : 1 (One)Year

parallel to Metro line of green belt sector-36 & sector-39 and Grit wash | Rs. 30.88 Lacs 4. Date & time of availability of bid documentin : From 11.00 AM of DL.08.04.2022 to 5.00 PM of 25.04.2022. = A

inner boundary wall near C-271 to C-286 and B-34 to B-251 sector-100) the portal ! -~ Maharashtra Remote Sensmg Application Centre

Noida. 5. Last date / time of receipt of bids in the portal : 5.00 PM of 25.04.2022. r (An autonomous Body of Planning Department, Govt. of Maharashtra)

6. Date & time of opening of technical bids : 12.30 PM of 26.04.2022. L_..-’) UNIT CampUS, SA. Road‘ Nangr—440 010.

2 48/D(H)DD(H)'"I20.21'22’ M/o Greer.] Belt (R/o boundary wall in front of Cost 7: Name and addre':s of?he Officer Inviting Bid Ch‘iei Execuiive‘ Of‘ficer WATCO Telefax:- 0674-2571444. MRITALC Tele : 0712-2220086 / 2238576

sector-79 green belt in sector-116) Noida. Rs. 37.46 Lacs E-Mail: ceowatcoodisha @gmail.com email: admn-mrsac@mrsac.gov.in, Website www.mrsac.gov.in
3 |49/D(H)/DD(H)-1/2021-22, Mo Park (Repair & painting work of Cost R arther gealls Gan be abon rom the wol st s tendersodisha,govin EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

grill & gate in different parks of sector-49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 61, 105 and | Rs. 39.53 Lacs BN Director, MRSAC, Nagpur invites Expression of Interest (EOI) from

108) Noida. OIPR-13194/11/0011/2122 interested and qualified organization in business of GIS based web &
4 50/P(H)IKDD(|-III)-II"2?\121I-22, M/ng)eﬁn SGH(R/O boundary wall and other Cost mobile software development GIS Application, Design, Development &

civilwork parallel to Nala sector- oida. Rs. 31.28 Lacs CANTO N M E NT B OA D AG RA Deployment. The EOI document and other details are available under
5 | 51/D(H)/DD(H)-11/2021-22, M/o Park (R/o boundary wall, MS grill and Cost ] “Latest News” of MRSAG website www.mrsac.gov.in. The last date of

R/ofootpathin SP-01 park sector-108) Noida. Rs. 35.83 Lacs 114, Fatehpur Sikri Road, Near Sadar Bazar, Agra Cantt. submission of documentis 18th April, 2022 upto 5.00 p.m. _

6 | 52/D(H)/DD(H)-11/2021-22, M/o Green Belt (Grit wash on boundary wall Cost Invitation of E-Tenders (Dual Bid System) MRSAC D&Z‘Zﬁ:ﬂ:
in front of sector-79 green beltin sector-116) Noida. Rs. 26.26 Lacs Electronic Bids from eligible enlisted contractors of Cantonment Board Agra or eligible -
7 | 53/D(H)/DD(H)-11/2021-22, M/o Green Belt (R/o boundary wall and C/o Cost enlisted/registered contractors in any Central/State Govt. department or Semi Govt. departments
footpath near Supreme Tower society sector-99) Noida. Rs. 38.08 Lacs of Central/State Govt. or Public Sector undertaking of Central Govt. and local bodies meeting ASSAM POLICE HEADQUARTERS
eligibility criteria, are invited by Cantonment Board Agra for the under mentioned works to be ULUBARI : GUWAHATI
8 | 57/D(H)/DD(H)-11/12021-22, M/o Green Belt (R/o_boundary wall and Cost executed, during the year 2022-23, on dual bid system i.e. Technical Bid (cover-1) and Financial )
fsencmg7(jron;</ert|rl1:a coil 'E B'1%Assesc'fo"'34é4NeardS;F/)eﬂse;hRga%etﬁwn Rs. 48.25 Lacs Bid (cover-2). Manual bids/offers will not be accepted. Period for completion of contract is up to Notice Inviting e-Tender
ector-74, R/o Footpath in B-8 Sector-34 an o rill in 31-03-2023. The interested contractors/firms may look up the website Assam Poli H rters invi n tender
Sec-104) Noida. https://defproc.gov.in/nicgep/app. Terms/conditions, eligibility criteria and connected details ssa olce .eadqua ters tes open tende
may also be seen in the office during working hours through e-Tendering process from manufacturers
9 | 58/D(H)/DD(H)-11/2021-22, M/o Park (Changing of old tiles and R/o Cost - . - horized distrib /deal f Iv of
g : Sl. Name of Work Estimated | Security | Cost of Tender| |OF authorized distributors/dealers for supply of 5
boundary wall in E-54 & E-94 park sector-52 & C/o Gazebo Hut in E-5 | Rs. 37.05 Lacs N £ (R R Rs.) F .
park sector-50) Noida. o. cost (Rs.) |money (Rs.) (Rs.)Form nos. of Hand Held X-Ray Imaging System to Assam
1. | TENDER FOR ANNUAL REPAIR/MAINTENANCE OF | 3,00,00,000/-| 9,00,000/- 5900/- i
10| 44/D(H)/DD(H)-111/2021-22, M/o RSP Central Verge 45 mir & wide road Cost CANTT. FUND ROADS BY HOT MIX PAVER FINISHER Including Police. .
sector-168 with two year maintenanace. Rs. 30.02 Lacs SYSTEM DURING THE YEAR 2022-2023. GST To participate in the tender process through e-
- - (T/1/Road/Hot Mix/2022-23/CE/2022) t tal. bidd hould h lid Diaital
11 | 45/D(H)/DD(H)-111/2021-22, M/o RSP and Dust free in sector-93 with two Cost > [TENDER FOR ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR REPAIR/]1.00.00.000~ | 3.00.000% 5900/ procurement porial, biader should have valid Ligita
year maintenanace. Rs. 38.27 Lacs MAINTENANCE OF CANTT FUND BUILDING DURING Including Signature Certificate (DSC) of Class-Il (minimum)
Which can be uploaded by date 11.04.2022 upto 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be i 2BldgEaes SaE2022) esT and have to register in the portal
opened/downloaded on date 12.04.2022 at 11.00 AM. 3. | E-TENDER FOR ANNUAL CONTACT FOR REPAIR AND [ 3,00,00,000/-| 9,00,000/- 5900/- https:/assamtenders.gov.in by themselves.
(B) m@gg\\//&;ﬁ? V(\?(;:RP'\(/ISISIIEJ:I?ALGLFQ\ANEENL'JI"IS' TJLLJJBRILI\Ig Inc(l;giTing The bidder who have downloaded the tender
THE YEAR 2022-23. N schedules containing the tender details, terms and
NS' Job No./ Work Name Amount (T/3/Misc/lmp/CE/2022-23/CE/2022) conditions, from the portal shall submit their tender
9. : : Critical dates are as under; on-line on the portal https://assamtenders.gov.in
1 | 23/D(H)/DD(H)-111/2021-22, D/o Village Kondli Bangar, Barath Ghar Cost 1. Date of Publication 29.03.2022 with non refundable tender fee of Rs. 1000/-

Park (Sh: Open Gym with five year maintenance.) Rs. 30.96 Lacs 2. | Online document download start date 30.03.2022 1300 hours. (Rupees One Thousand) to be paid online only. The
Which can be uploaded by date 04.04.2022 upto 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be 3. | Bid submission start date (Cover-1 & 2) 31.03.2022 1600 hours. tender should be submitted on-line as per date and
opened/downloaded on date 05.04.2022 at 11.00 AM. 4. Document download end date 22.04.2022 1600 hours. X f bmissi ibed hedul

5. Bid submission end date (Cover-1 & 2) 23.04.2022 1600 hours. time of submission as per prescribed schedule.
Office Director (Hort.) 6. |Bid opening date (cover-1) Technical Bid 25.04.2022 1600 hours. Inspector General of Police (Admin)
Sector-39 Noida C.A. No.T/1-3/TC/Tender/2022-23/CE/2022 Chief Executive Officer Assam, Ulubari, Guwahati
Cantonment Board, Agra [ | ) ANASANYOG/ C/13962/21
CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA (Vineet Kumar, 1.D.E.S)

New Delhi
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AT NEWLY FORMED BEACH IN ODISHA

The turtles at Rushikulya beach. Courtesy: Berhampur forest division

Endangered Olive
Ridleys find a new
home for nesting

(=]
AISHWARYA MOHANTY E
BHUBANESWAR, MARCH 28 =

s How sea
ARECORD 114,305 endangered 1 ® turtleshatch
Olive Ridley turtles arrived for
their annual mass nesting at the AFEMALE turtle digs a pit
mouth of river Rushikulya in in the sand with her front
Odisha’s Ganjam district on flippers and lays eggs on
Sunday night, said officials. The the sandy beach. The
Rushikulya beach witnessed mother turtle then covers

record mass nesting this year de-
spite concerns of sea erosion in
coastal areas due to high tide.

the pit before going back
into the sea. Each female
turtle lays around 100 to

The rookery or the breeding 150 eggs. They cover
ground is the second largest in every hole before sunrise
Indiaonly after Gahirmathabeach as they return to the sea.
in Kendrapara district of Odisha. The mother turtle does
Until mid-April lastyear, only alit- not wait to see the hatch-
tle above 4,000 turtles had laid lings emerge about 45 to
eggsontheentire coast till April 21 50 days after nesting.

at the 56 kms-long beach at the
river mouth, even though thou-

sands of Olive Ridley turtles had
been spotted in the sea.

The phenomenon of sea ero-
sion has been going on since 2017
and Rushikulya river has now
pierced through the beach divid-
ing it into two halves. While one
half continues to be the main
beach, the other half has turned
into an island spread over a
stretch of 5 kms formed in front
of Gokharkuda and Podampeta
points. The newly formed island
is the fresh nesting destination
for the turtles.

Wildlife enthusiasts have
been raising concern over the sea
erosion and changing course of
the river triggered by changing
climatic conditions, stating that it
may create problems for the tur-
tles as climbing up the beach for
nesting will be tough for them.

“Theisland emerged last year
but there was no nesting there.
This year we prepared the beach
with the cleaning and fencing,

prepared the island because we
were not sure where they will
nest this time," said Behrampur
Divisional Forest Officer (DFO),
Amlan Nayak.

Forest officials take a 10-
minute boat ride to reach the is-
land, which remains inaccessi-
ble for the common people.

The annual nesting was also
delayed by a fortnight, which too
had caused concerns. The turtles
generally arrive from the third
week of February to the first week
of March. “They nest only under
heat wave conditions. The ideal
timeis 1stweek of March, but the
heat wave was delayed here this
time and so the turtles arrived
late,” Assistant Conservator of
Forests, Ashok Behera said.

Over 150 people, including
forest personnel, wildlife ac-
tivists and villagers, have been
engaged for round the clock pro-
tection of the turtles and the
eggs. This will go on for next 50
days till the hatching, said Nayak.

Birbhum toll
rises to nine as
woman dies of
burn injuries

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, MARCH 28

THE TOLL in the Birbhum vio-
lence rose to nine after an injured
woman, who was under treat-
ment for the last one week, suc-
cumbed to her injuries. Najma
Bibi, who had sustained more
than 65 per cent burn injuries,
died on Monday afternoon.
Earlier, eight persons were
burnt alive after houses were set
on fire in suspected retaliation to
the muder of TMC leader Bhadu
SheikhinBirbhum’s Bogtui village.
On Sunday, a team of CBI of-
ficers recorded the statements of
three injured persons at the hos-
pital but couldn’t speak to Bibi
owing to her critical condition.
According to sources, she had
been on ventilator support since
Sunday. “Her condition had been
deteriorating with every passing
day. On Monday, she died after a
heart attack,” said a staff at the
hospital where she was admitted.
The CBI, meanwhile, sum-
moned the former SDPO of the
area on Monday. Sayan Ahmad,
who was sent on compulsory
waiting by the state government
in the wake of the killings, was
called to the guest house where
the CBI has set up camp. The
questioning was still underway
till the filing of this report.
Mihilal Sheikh, the grocery
shop owner who lost eight fam-
ily members, including his wife,
eight-year-old daughter and
mother, to the violence, was also
called to the Rampurhat guest-
house for questioning.

AMID PROTESTS OVER PAR-TAPI-NARMADA LINKING PROJECT

Centre has agreed to drop
project, says Gujarat BJP

chief after meeting Shah

KAMAAL SAIYED
SURAT,MARCH 28

GUJARAT BJP president C R Paatil
has said that the Centre has de-
cided to drop the Par-Tapi-
Narmada (PTN)river-linking proj-
ect as both Maharashtra and
Gujarat governments did not give
their consent toiit.

Speakingto The Indian Express,
Paatil said a delegation of minis-
tersand party leaders from Gujarat
met Union Home Minister Amit
Shah at his residence in Delhi on
Monday and gave arepresentation
on the proposed project’s impact
onthe tribals.

Congress MLA Anant Patel
from Vansdain South Gujarat has
also been spearheading protests
and generating support against
the project. A meeting in this re-
gard was held in Gandhinagar on
Friday. Paatil said, “Our delegation
met Shahin Delhi to highlight the
impact of PTN river-linking proj-
ect on the tribals. Later Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman and Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat also
joined. All the three Union minis-
ters agreed to drop the project
over the displacement of tribals.”

Among those who were part
of the delegation from Gujaratin-
cluded Tribal Minister Naresh
Patel, Fisheries Minister Jitubhai
Kaprada, Mangrol BJP MLA and

b ol U

Tribal communities had taken a stand against their
displacement due to the project. Nirmal Harindran/ File

former tribal minister Ganpat
Vasava, Valsad BJP MP K C Patel.

“For PTN project, the consent
of Maharashtra and Gujarat gov-
ernments were needed, and both
the states did not give consent. So,
this project will not take shape.
Evenin the recent Gujarat Budget,
no allocation was made for the
project. We have also announced
not an inch of land belonging to
tribals will be acquired,” he said.

In her Union Budget speech
last month, Sitharaman had an-
nounced river-linking projects, in-
cluding PTN project, to be carried
out by central government.

The first protest meeting was
held on February 28 in
Dharampur taluka of Valsad dis-
trict, followed by Vyara on March
5,DangonMarch 11 and Kaprada
onMarch 21, some of which were
alsoattended by Shiv Sena leader

Abhinav Delkar whose father, late
Mohan Delkar was a tribal leader
from Dadra Nagar Haveli and its
Independent Lok Sabha MP. His
mother, Kalaben, who is a Shiv
Sena MP, raised the tribal displace-
ment issue in the Lok Sabha the
very day the Congress held a
protest meeting against the proj-
ectin Gandhinagar on March 25.

In all these meetings, tribals
voiced fears about displacement
and losing ancestral land and
property. The next meeting is
scheduled to be held in Mandvi
taluka of Surat district on April 8.

Vansda Congress MLA Anant
Patel told The Indian Express, “We
don’t believe in the verbal state-
ments of BJP leaders or ministers.
We want a white paper from
Central government... or we will
continue our future public meet-
ings in South Gujarat.”

Kerala temple bars
performance by
non-Hindu dancer

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH 28

BHARATANATYAM DANCER
Mansiya V P on Monday alleged
that the Koodalmanikyam
Temple atIrinjalakudain Kerala’s
Thrissur district, barred her from
a scheduled dance programme
on its premises for being a non-
Hindu. The temple is under the
state government-controlled
Devaswom Board.

The27-year-old dancer dancer
shared her ordeal in a Facebook
post. She said her dance pro-
gramme was slated to be held at
the temple premises on April 21.
“One of the temple office-bearers
informed me that I cannot per-
form at the temple as | am a non-
Hindu. All stages are allotted based
on religion, not considering
whether you are a good dancer or
not. In the meantime, I have also
been facing queries about whether
[ got converted into a Hindu after
marriage. I have no religion and
where should I go,” she said.

Mansiya is married to musi-
cian Shyam Kalyan.

Earlier, the PhD research
scholar in Bharatanatyam had
faced the boycott of Islamic cler-
icsforbeing a performing artiste of
classical dance forms despite be-
ing born and brought up as a
Muslim. Subsequently, she de-
clared she had abandoned Islam
and does not believe in religion.

She said this exclusion based
on religion is not her first experi-
ence as a few years ago she was

Mansiya VP

prohibited from performing at the
Sree Krishna temple at
Guruvayoor for being a non-
Hindu. “Artand artists continue to
be knotted with religion and caste.
When it is forbidden to one reli-
gion, itbecomes the monopoly of
another religion,” she wrote.

The Koodalmanikyam
Devaswom (temple)Board chair-
man Pradeep Menon told The
Indian Express: “We have invited
applications from artistes for per-
forming in various events... The
prospectus had stated only Hindu
artists can performin the temple
compound. As per norms, we
have to take adeclaration fromall
performing artists stating that
they are Hindus. When we ap-
proached Mansiya for the decla-
ration, she said she has no reli-
gion. Hence, she was denied the
venue,” said Menon.

“If the temple priests are will-
ing to change the tradition, we
are ready to allow her to per-
form. We have gone as per the
existing tradition,” he added.

Hindu Aikya Vedi (HAV), an
umbrella body of several Hindu
outfits, said the decision is an in-
sult to the Hindu community.RV
Babu, HAV's state general secre-
tary, said that temples are not sec-
ular institutions, but all temples
have allowed artists, irrespective
of religion, to perform.

SAINIK SCHOOL GHORAKHAL

clearing all the debris. We also
DISTT NAINITAL (UTTARAKHAND)-263156

NOTICE

FINAL MERIT LIST : ALL INDIA SAINIK SCHOOLS ENTRANCE EXAMINATION - 2022

Final Merit List including Waiting List of All India Sainik Schools
Entrance Examination-2022 for admission in Sainik School Ghorakhal
for Class VI & IX would be available at the school website :
www.ssghorakhal.org on 29 Mar 2022. Selected candidates will be
eligible for admission in Sainik School Ghorakhal subject to medical
fitness and verification of original documents / certificates. pRINCIPAL

Sainik School Ghorakhal

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF
DELHI OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE /

TEHSILDAR (DELHI CANTT) EMPLOYMENT EXCHANGE
BUILDING, KIRBI PLACE, DELHI CANTT, DELHI.

F. No. - THE / DC/DEMARC/000679423/2021/919-922/DC

PUBLIC NOTICE
Consequent to the public notice F. No. 1/THE/DC/2021/689/DC dated
27.08.2021. vide which the general public as well as all the land owners and
interested parties were informed about the demarcation of land acquired for
Airport Authority of India in the Revenue Estate of Village - Baghdola. now it
is to inform all concerned that demarcation of land acquired for Airport
Authority of India in the Revenue Estate of village - Bagdhola has already
been completed and the demarcation maps are available at the office of
Tehsildar (Delhi Cantt) for the information of all land owners and interested
parties. Aggrieved parties may file their appear under the relevant provision
of Delhi Land Revenue Act, 1954 within 30 days from the date of the
publication of this notice.

Dated: 03.02.2022

(SATYA PAL)
Tehsildar (Delhi Cantt)
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OF DELHI OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE

MAGISTRATE/ TEHSILDAR (VASANT VIHAR)
7Th FLOOR, PALIKA BHAWAN, R.K. PURAM, NEW DELHI

F.No:THE/Vasant Vihar/2021/106-111
PUBLIC NOTICE

Consequent to the public notice F.No. THE/Vasant Vihar/2021/1089-86 dated
27.08.2021 vide which the general public as well as all the land owners and
interested parties were informed about the demarcation of land acquired for Airport
Authority of India in the Revenue Estate of Village - Mahipal Pur, Rangpuri,
Samakha and Nangal Dewat. Now it is to inform all concerned that demarcation of
land acquired for Airport Authority of India in the Revenue Estate of Village - Mahipal
Pur, Rangpuri, Samalkha and Nangal Dewat has already been completed and the
demarcation maps are available at the office of Tehsildar (Vasant Vihar) for the
information of all land owners and interested parties. Aggrieved parties may file their
appeal under the relevant provisions of Delhi Land Revenue Act, 1954 within 30
days from the date of the publication of this notice.

Date: 09.02.2022

(Upender Kumar)
Tehsildar (Vasant Vihar)
District New Delhi

DIP/Shabdarth/0766/21-22

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE/ TEHSILDAR

(KAPASHERA)
OLD TERMINAL TAX BUILDING, KAPASHERA, DELHI

F.No. THE/KH/(SW)/2021/6636
PUBLIC NOTICE

Consequent to the public notice F.No. TEH/KH(SW)/2021/48082 dated
27.08.2021 vide which the general public as well as all the land owners and
interested parties were informed about the demarcation of land acquired for
Airport Authority of India in the Revenue Estate of Village - Bijwasan and
Bharthal. Now it is to inform all concerned that demarcation of land acquired
for Airport Authority of India in the Revenue Estate of Village - Bijwasan and
Bharthal has already been completed and the demarcation maps are
available at the office of Tehsildar (Kapashera) for the information of all land
owners and interested parties. Aggrieved parties may file their appeal under
the relevant provisions of Delhi Land Revenue Act, 1954 within 30 days from
the date of the publication of this notice.

Date: 04.02.2022

(Vishnu Kumar)
Tehsildar (Kapashera)
District South West

DIP/Shabdarth/0767/21-22
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WORDLY WISE

THE POOR OSCARS —

THEY ALWAYS

GET SLAMMED IN THE PRESS.

— HELEN MIRREN

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BESIEGED COLOMBO

Economic crisis in the island nation has provided an opportunity
for Sri Lanka and India to deepen their relationship

HE ARRIVAL OF refugees from Sri Lanka in Rameswaram last week has only

underlined the serious economic crisis playing out in the island nation. Since

the three-decade long civil war ended in 2009, this is the first time refugees

have arrived on the Tamil Nadu coast. Those who landed in Rameswaram
said they were forced to flee the country because food and work had become scarce in
towns and villages. Newspapers have suspended publication due to shortage of newsprint
and food inflation has shot up dramatically. Reports point to a bleak scenario with the
Rajapaksa government forced to deploy security personnel at petrol pumps to manage
the fuel ration: Street protests have become a regular feature as people struggle to make
ends meet. India could expect an influx of economic refugees if the situation deteriorates.
This is the backdrop of Foreign Minister S Jaishankar's Sri Lanka visit that began on Monday
— both countries are expected to sign agreements, including in defence and maritime
security. This is a follow up to the $2.4 billion financial aid India has extended over the past
few months.

At the heart of the crisis is Sri Lanka's mounting debt, which has drained the country
of foreign currency, so much so that it can't even pay for fuel and foodgrain imports.
Tourism, the bedrock of the Sri Lankan economy, was hit badly, first by the Easter bomb-
ings in 2019 and then, the Covid pandemic. The war in Ukraine has disrupted supply
routes, leading to shortage of essential goods. An ill-timed plan to promote organic farm-
ing has fuelled fertiliser shortages and a fall in output. All these have contributed to the
making of the perfect storm. During the Mahinda Rajapaksa presidency between 2005
and 2015, the country had borrowed heavily, particularly from China, to build infrastruc-
ture, including a mega port city in Hambantota. These capital-intensive projects did not
deliver the expected returns, which has left the economy reeling under a mountain of
debt: Colombo owes Beijing around $3 billion, for instance.

Delhi, more than Beijing, has stepped in now to help Colombo resolve its economic
mess. Besides extending a credit line, Delhi has started work on a series of joint projects
including the Trincomalee Oil Tank Farms, renewable power projects, and a cultural cen-
tre in Jaffna. However, considering the complex history between the two countries, India
should tread cautiously in this moment in Sri Lanka. While the two countries share cen-
turies of spiritual, political, economic and cultural ties, Sri Lanka is extremely sensitive
about anything that impinges on, or is seen to impinge on, the autonomy of its foreign and
domestic policies. It must also be made clear that Delhi's involvement is for the sake of
the Sri Lankan people, not to bail out the ruling Rajapaksa clan.

OPEN IN DEED

NALSAR University shows how meaningful action can be
taken for LGBTQI+ inclusivity: By listening to students

N SATURDAY, NALSAR University of Law in Hyderabad announced thatafloor

inone of its hostels will be a gender-neutral space for students who self-iden-

tify as LGBTQI+. In doing so, it has become one of a minuscule number of ed-

ucational institutions in the country that have tried to create inclusive, safe
public spaces for gender and sexual minorities. In 2018, the Tata Institute of Social Sciences
had established a gender-neutral space inits girls’ hostel and Ashoka University inaugurated
gender-neutral washrooms. NALSAR, however, plans to go further. The university plans to
eventually set up a gender-neutral hostel — its vice-chancellor told this newspaper that more
changes, applicable to student bodies, faculty members, support staff and academic curricu-
lum and reading material, are on the cards.

NALSAR University’s initiative is much-needed and enormously welcome. It demon-
strates the kind of change that other educational institutions can also implement in order to
create campuses that are safe and welcoming for all students. It also shows how, very often,
the most important changes come not through top-down fiat, but through conversations
and movements on the ground. At NALSAR University, active engagement with the student
community led to the draft Policy on Inclusive Education for Gender and Sexual Minorities.
Apart from ensuring students “reasonable accommodation in alignment with their preferred
gender identity”, the interim policy, which is currently in place to address concerns of LGBTQI+
students, also states that name and pronoun changes shall be available to anyone. In addition,
self-identification would only require a self-attested declaration and would be the basis for
recognition of gender identity and sexual orientation in the university. By thus honouring
its students' wishes inrelation to how they self-identify, and prioritising this over the rigid lines
that are enforced elsewhere, NALSAR University shows a commitment to inclusivity that is
still all too rare.

Following the NALSA v Union of India judgment of the Supreme Court in 2014, which
recognised transgender people as the “third gender”, the University Grants Commission had
issued acircularin 2015 to the vice-chancellors of all universities that “TG-friendly infrastruc-
ture like washrooms, restrooms etc” be built. But movement even on the basic suggestions
inthis circular — which made no mention of gender-neutral accommodation — has been far
too slow, raising concerns that “inclusivity”, which is also one of the goals mentioned in the
National Education Policy, remains, in many areas, a mere buzzword. By listening to its stu-
dents, NALSAR University has seta good example of how promising words can be translated
into meaningful action.

WHAT’S IN A SLAP

On a stage that is meant to celebrate art and freedom, one man
hit another, tried to silence him

ORAMOMENT, it almost seemed like it was part of the gag — a scripted bit of lev-

ity to make a stuffy evening more fun. Will Smith, the amiable Hollywood A-lis-

ter, jumped up on stage after comedian Chris Rock made a joke about his wife.

The actor slapped the comedian. As it became clear that the moment wasn't
scripted, the audience — the celebrities at the Oscars and those watching around the world
- struggled to come to terms with the shock. Smith, as he accepted the Academy Award for
best actor for his performance in King Richard, offered a tearful justification -- protecting his
family from the slur — and an apology to the Academy.

On social media, there have been justifications and expressions of support for the slap.
Rock's joke can certainly be seen as insensitive — he made fun of Jada Pinkett-Smith's alope-
cia, which causes hair loss. Then there are Smith's traumatic experiences witnessing domes-
tic violence in his home as a child, which, many conjecture, have made him more sensitive
to words he perceived as bullying towards his wife. It is possible, of course, to have sympa-
thy for Smith's anger. But that sympathy should not obfuscate a glaring truth: On a stage that
ismeant to celebrate art and freedom, one man hit another, tried to subdue and silence him.

Smith could havejustlet the joke slide, or responded with words of his own. Rockis known
asacomedian who pushes the boundaries of what s socially acceptable and he may well have
crossed a line. In the end, however, the Oscars, which have been struggling to retain an audi-
ence, were overshadowed by an act of violence — the art of cinema, which it professes to cel-
ebrate, be damned. Will Smith won best actor. But he proved himself to be a poor artist.

An answer called CUET

Are we asking the right questions in education, do
we value the uniqueness of each child?

AVIJIT PATHAK

IT IS NOT easy to take a categorical position
on the UGC’s latest move to introduce the
Common University Entrance Test (CUET) for
admissions in undergraduate courses in 45
central universities in the country. True, no
one can negate its immediate appeal. In a
country like ours, because of the uneven
quality of different school boards — from the
much-hyped CBSC and ICSE to not so rigor-
ous regional boards — there is a huge trust
deficit and suspicion about the academic
quality of even the “toppers”. No wonder, a
centralised mode of ranking and evaluation
through the CUET is bound to have its ap-
peal; it promises an “objective” and “value-
neutral” measurable index for selecting and
eliminating young aspirants for different
courses. Furthermore, this centralised test
would free the tension-ridden youngsters
from the pressure of writing multiple en-
trance tests in different colleges/universities.
Likewise, the supremacy of the CUET
score/ranking in the selection process would
invariably eliminate the pathology of absurd
and inflated cut-offs for admissions in
“branded” colleges.

This is like saying that one need not nec-
essarily get 499/500 in the board exam to
study psychology in Lady Shri Ram College
in Delhi University! The only thing that
would matter now is one’s performance in
the CUET. Moreover, the proponents of a
standardised test like this would always ar-
gue that there is no other way to filter people
when the number of aspirants is too high;
and this is possible only when we avoid “sub-
jective biases”, cherish “objectivity”, and
quantify and measure with mathematical
precision one’s mental aptitude and domain
knowledge in a specific discipline.

Yet, despite these practical arguments,
we should also acquire the courage to see the
limitations of this sort of standardised test.
First, the dominant structure of education
prevalent in the country is essentially book-
centric and exam-oriented; either rote learn-
ing or strategic learning (a gift of coaching

Is the tyranny of the MCQ-
centric ‘objective’ tests
diminishing what every
genuine learner needs —
creative exploration,
interpretative understanding
and self-reflexivity? Even if
the proponents of scientism
assert that physics or
mathematics is purely
objective, and free from
ambiguities associated with
subjective interpretations, is
it applicable to the domain of
humanities and social
sciences?

centres)isits essence; and far from learning
and unlearning with joy, wonder and cre-
ativity, young students become strategists or
exam-warriors.

Weekly tests, monthly tests, mock tests,
and all sorts of standardised tests — NEET,
JEE, and mathematics or science Olympiads
— invade the mental landscape of our stu-
dents. Under these circumstances, true learn-
ing suffers. Is it, therefore, surprising that for
anlIT aspirant, physics tends to become pri-
marily FIITJEE physics, or mathematics is
nothing more than what the coaching cen-
tres at Kota consider worth teaching? The
questionis: Will the CUET alter the scenario?
Or, willitbe yet another addition in the list of
tests our children have to prepare for with
stress and anxiety? And will it be possible for
teachers in our schools to teach history or lit-
erature, and geography or chemistry with joy
and creative surplus? Or, will they be further
pressurised to teach only for these standard-
ised tests? Will they find themselves insignif-
icant and irrelevant as educators amid the
“experts” who control the National Testing
Agency? Is it that, in the coming years,
schools are going to lose their relevance as
students and parents are likely to rely prima-
rily on gigantic coaching centres and fancy
Ed Tech companies?

Second, we should not forget to ask yet
another pertinent question: Is the tyranny of
the MCQ-centric “objective” tests diminish-
ing whatevery genuine learner needs — cre-
ative exploration, interpretative understand-
ing and self-reflexivity? Even if the
proponents of scientism assert that physics
or mathematics is purely objective, and free
from ambiguities associated with subjective
interpretations, is it applicable to the domain
of humanities and social sciences? Take an
illustration. Can there be one and only one
“correct” answer to a question like this: Was
Swami Vivekananda a Hindu nationalist? Or,
for that matter, was Jawaharlal Nehru a west-
ern modernist? These are complex questions
with nuanced and diverse interpretations.

And if, in the name of “objective” tests,
our young students are deprived of the
hermeneutic art of interpretation and skill
of argumentation, and compelled to reduce
everything —be it an algebraic equation or
the curved trajectory of the freedom struggle
—intoan “objective” fact, we would do great
damage to their creativity. Definitely, there
is something more in Gandhi than, say, the
hard fact relating to the date of his birth or
assassination, or the year of publication of
My Experiments with Truth. If nothing mat-
ters more than these “objective facts” in stan-
dardised tests, our children would lose the
enchanting power of creative articulation,
and culture of debate and contestation.

Meaningful learning is not just about ex-
ams; nor does meaningful teaching aim at
transforming young students into reckless
strategists and hyper-competitive exam-
warriors. And textbooks — including the
NCERT books sanctified by the CUET — are
not sacred. In fact, truly meaningful learning
takes place outside the parameters of the of-
ficial texts and curriculum. The techno-man-
agers of the National Testing Agency might
not go beyond the NCERT texts. But who
knows a young learner’s worldview might
undergo a process of radical transformation
simply because an enabling teacher has in-
spired her to see beyond the “syllabus”, and
read a short story by Saadat Hasan Manto, a
poem by Walt Whitman, or a conversation
between Albert Einstein and Rabindranath
Tagore?

Hence, for real transformation, we have
to see beyond the CUET, work on the quality
of schools and creatively nuanced life-affirm-
ing pedagogy; and we must think of honest
and fair recruitment of spirited teachers, and
relative autonomy of academic institutions.
And above all, we must learn to value the
uniqueness of each child — the possibility of
herinner flowering. Will it ever be possible?

Pathak writes extensively
on education and culture

VEIL AND PREJUDICE

Polarising politics over clothing robs women of agency, absolves state of responsibility

AMBREEN AGHA

THE ONGOING hijab controversy -- with the
state and its institutions as equal participants
—isanother manufactured event thatindicates
the deepening of cultural tensions between
the Hindu majority and the Muslim national
minority. Stridently embracing a masculinist
approach of “rescuing” Muslim women, the
Karnataka High Court’s judgment pronounced
that the hijjabis notan “essential religious prac-
ticeinIslam”. In doing so, the court seemed to
ignore two interrelated ideas: Firstly, the pri-
mary human impulse of seeking freedom
(guaranteed in and safeguarded by the
Constitution),and secondly, that this freedom
canbe realised from the fluidity thatliesin the
practice of Islam, a point implicit inits own ver-
dict. If the religion doesn’t sanction punish-
ment for not wearing the veil, why is the state
determined to deprive a whole generation of
young hijab-wearing Muslim girls from pur-
suing education?

If the state continues to exercise prejudice
against the hijab-wearing girls, depriving them
of their fundamental rights, it will be the be-
ginning of a new chapter of “historical disad-
vantage” in the political history of modern
India. What is ironic is the glaring dissonance
between India’s global aspirations and pursuit
of collaborations, internationally,and a steady
slide into inequality, domestically.

In this sweep of insidious currents of hos-
tility towards the largest minority of the coun-
try, the state and its institutions seem to be on
a path to systematically disempowering the
community. This is, arguably, a fallout of the
failure of liberal feminist politics and its long-
standing view of the hijabas a sign of “increas-
ing Arabisation” and an “instrument of oppres-
sion”. This biased and ill-informed view of
liberal secular feminists led to the creation of a
figure of an undesirable “other”, which rigidi-

This is, arguably, a fallout of
the failure of liberal feminist
politics and its longstanding
view on the hijab as a sign of
‘increasing Arabization’ and
an ‘instrument of
oppression. This biased and
ill-informed view of liberal
secular feminists led to the
creation of a figure of an
undesirable ‘other’, which
rigidified the liberal and the
conservative binaries within
the mosaic of Islam and its
followers. It is these mythical
categories of the liberal and
the conservative that has
made the latter an easy target
of Hindu authoritarianism
in successive years of its
ascendancy, leaving darkness
toloom over the beleaguered
and estranged minority.

fied the liberal and the conservative binaries
within the mosaic of Islam and its followers. It
is these mythical categories of the liberal and
the conservative that has made the latter an
easy target of Hindu authoritarianism in suc-
cessive years of its ascendancy.

The retreat of the secular in India lies in
the liberal gaze on the undesirable “other” -
the hijab-clad Muslim woman - inescapably
imbued with hostile perception and a “sav-
iour complex”. In fact, the hijab has lived out
its literal meaning (a “separation”) in Indian
society, acting as a wall, or a medium to dis-
engage, distance, and, subsequently, alien-
ate. As a “central axis of difference between
Muslim and non-Muslim societies” (Leila
Ahmad, 1992), hijab has been made to func-
tion as a universal signifier of “backward-
ness”. However, in critiquing the Hindu
right's brazen violation and criminalisation
of fundamental rights of Muslim women and
holding accountable the liberal politics of
policing [Muslim] bodies to impose their
conception of “modernity”, I do not want to
overlook the structures of patriarchy that ex-
istand operate within Muslim societies that
have over decades imposed “modesty” ei-
ther through conformity or coercion.

Whatislostin this contestation between
“modernity” and “modesty” that embody
two forms of patriarchies is the history of the
changing meaning of the veil in different
times and contexts — as a symbol of power,
ideology, and identity,a commodity reinforc-
ing capitalist production of desire, and a
metaphor for the visible/invisible female
body. Moreover, the polarising politics over
clothing and mundane sartorial dilemmas —
to change or continue with the practice —
denies the existence of an assortment of
Muslim bodies, negates Muslim women'’s

agency, and absolves the state of its respon-
sibility to protect and empower its minori-
ties — both national and immigrant.

The diverse history of the hijab is indica-
tive of the relationship that exists between
political transition and the construction of
gender in any Muslim society. The bodies of
women have been sites of political transfor-
mation — the change in the clothing of
women reflects the change in politics. To
view the practice of veiling with prejudice is
nothing short of robbing the faith of its alter-
native histories and an expression of
Islamophobia — subtle or blatant. The
women’s rights movement, with and with-
out the hijab, is alegitimate part of the larger
political struggle for dignity and integrity in
both contemporary Muslim majority and
non-Muslim majority societies, like India.

It is in India that sartorial politics has
reached its nadir. It started with the anti-CAA
protests where the (Muslim) protestors could
be “identified by their clothes” to the recent in-
cidents where Muslim women were forced to
remove their hijab. This prejudiced external
behaviour (of the state and the society) canim-
pact the mental life of the Muslim community
with far-reaching effects.

As collective trauma among Muslims
builds up and transforms into collective mem-
ory, it is important that the Indian state plays
therole of an emancipator,and not an oppres-
sor. Now that the hijab case waits to be heard
in the Supreme Court, what needs to be seen
is if the state will triumph in preserving the
long tradition of social diversity amidst the
global wave of anti-Muslim prejudice?

The writer is Associate Professor & Assistant
Dean for Academic Affairs (Undergraduate
Programmes), O PJindal Global University
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ERSHAD’S ULTIMATUM

WHILE USING A stern ultimatum to five for-
mer ministers to surrender within 72 hours,
the military regime of Lt General H M Ershad
on the fifth day of the crackdown in
Bangladesh rounded up 250 persons, includ-
ing six former ministers and the mayor of the
Dacca Municipal Corporation, Abul Hasnat.
The arrest of Hasnat, considered to be a
strong man of Dacca since the days of Ziaur
Rahman, and who became a minister for
public works in the Sattar cabinet before be-
ing sacked on February 11, when Sattar dis-
solved on corruption charges was an-
nounced by Radio Kashmir.

CPI's LINE

THE 12TH CONGRESS of the concluding ses-
sion of the Communist Party of India has
ended with a call for adopting a new political
line for a left and a democratic alternative to
the Congress (I) government headed by Indira
Gandhi and electing a 138-member council
to guide the party. A senior member of the
party said that the party was never so united.
The ghost of Dangeism has been laid to rest.

DIPLOMATIC ROW

PAKISTAN FOREIGN MINISTER Natwar Singh
has given a new twist to an interview given

New Delhi

by Indian Ambassador Natwar Singh and
criticised him for allegedly questioning the
basis for the creation of Pakistan. In aninter-
view to a Pakistan daily, Singh had said, in
the context of Kashmir, that India had not,
did not and would never support the two-
nation theory.

CRACKER MISHAP

THREE PERSONS, INCLUDING an eight-year-
old girl, were killed and seven injured in an
explosion in Bangalore in a house where
crackers were stored. The explosion blew off
the roof of the house and battered an adja-
cent building.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The Russian president may look isolated over Ukraine, but important

players are hedging their bets.”

— THEGUARDIAN

At the centre, Poland

If Germany was at the epicentre of the Cold War divide in Europe, Poland occupies the hot seat today. Unlike
adivided Germany troubled by its status as the fulcrum, Poland has risen to the occasion

by
RAJA-MANDALA
BY C. RAJA MOHAN

AS PRESIDENT VLADIMIR Putin's invasion of
Ukraine turns into a “total war” between
Russia and the West, Poland has emerged as
the new geopolitical node of Europe. At the
end of his visit to Europe last week, US
President Joe Biden delivered a major speech
in Poland’s capital, not only condemning
Putin's aggression but also calling for his ouster
from the Kremlin. "For God's sake, this man
can't remain in power”, Biden concluded his
fiery speech in front of a medieval Polish cas-
tle in Warsaw. Biden’s comments at the very
end of his speech also reinforced the repeated
US affirmation that the West has no quarrel
with the Russian people and that the problem
is Putin's overweening ambition and unpro-
voked aggression.

White House officials sought to walk back
Biden's remarks by “clarifying” that he was not
calling for “regime change” in Russia and that
his remarks were not part of the written text.
But it is not easy for leaders to take back pow-
erful words, once they are uttered. Biden’s re-
marks will only confirm the Kremlin's fear that
Washington is bent on regime change in
Russia. There is no doubt now that the
prospects for any near-term political reconcil-
iation between the West and Putin's Russia
have dimmed significantly.

The Kremlin was quick to remind that the
US president does not decide who rules Russia.
It also sent even a more powerful message by
bombing Lviv, the western city of Ukraine close
to the Polish border. Many European allies are
flinching at Biden’s idea of a total war with
Putin's Russia. French President Emmanuel
Macron was among the various European
leaders to dissociate themselves from Biden’s
remarks. But as Biden sets a bolder, and highly
risky, agenda for the confrontation with Russia,
some in Europe are certainly cheering himon.
Most of those seeking a decisive confrontation
with Russia are in the belt of European states
running down the spine of Central Europe
from the north to the south. They also form the
eastern flank of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation.

The Central European nations have long
beenviewed as peripheral to European geopol-
itics. They were treated as passive buffers be-
tween Russiaand Western Europe. The Central
European peoples were forever at the mercy
of more powerful neighbours to the east and
west, especially Russia and Germany, that re-
peatedly invaded, divided, annexed, and sub-
jugated them.

Not any more. The Central Europeans are
now finding their voice. The Russian war on
Ukraine has now given the central European
states an unprecedented political role in shap-
ing the region's future. They no longer accept
a secondary status to the traditionally domi-
nant West European powers in the regional hi-
erarchy. Nor are they willing to accept Russia’s
claim for a veto over their national security ori-
entation.

For the Central Europeans, the Russian in-
vasion is a “we told you so” moment. Unlike
the establishments in Western Europe and
North America that saw Putinas arational ac-

tor and Russia as a weak regional power, the
Central Europeans never stopped warning
about Moscow's abiding geopolitical ambi-
tions. The source of their caution was deep-
rooted suspicion of Russian intentions based
on their own tragic experience with Russia’s
regional hegemony over the centuries.

Last June, for example, they shot down a
move by Macron and the German Chancellor
to have a European summit with Putin after
Biden met with Putin in Geneva to explore a
broad political understanding with Russia.
They feared that any accommodation between
Russiaon the one hand and the US, France and
Germany on the other, will inevitably be at the
expense of Central Europe.

They have long objected to Germany's
deep commercial and deep energy ties to
Russia, as empowering Putin and giving him
strategic leverage over Europe. In the last few
weeks since the Russian invasion, they have
sought to shame Germany forits reluctance to
provide military assistance to Ukraine. They
are egging on NATO to raise military support
for Ukraine and callingon the USand EU to ex-
pand the scope of economic and other sanc-
tions on Russia.

If Germany was at the epicentre of the Cold
War divide in Europe, itis Poland that occupies
the hot seat today. Unlike a divided Germany
that did not have full sovereignty and was trou-
bled byits status as the fulcrum of the Cold War,
Poland has risen to the occasion.

Poland has already taken more than two
million refugees from Ukraine in the last
month. With a long and shared history with
the people of Ukraine, the Poles have opened
their homes and hearts to the Ukrainians. Most
of the weapons supplies to Ukraine flow
through Poland. Warsaw is also eager to trans-
fer more advanced weapons like fighter air-
craftto Ukraine to blunt the Russian offensive.
If the Poles do not hide their deepest resent-
ments of Russia’s historic domination —
whether Tsarist or Communist —over Central
Europe, the Kremlin can’t temper its conde-
scension towards Poland. On the eve of Biden’s
visitto Poland, Russia's former presidentand a
trusted aide of Putin, Dmitry Medvedev, lashed
out at the Polish elites as a "community of po-
litical imbeciles" afflicted by "pathological
Russophobia”. Russia, of course, has its own
memories of the Polish-Lithuanian imperial-
ism. Medvedev reminded Poles of Russian suc-
cessinrolling back the occupation of Moscow

For the Central Europeans,
the Russian invasion is a ‘we
told you so’ moment. Unlike
the establishments in
‘Western Europe and North
America that saw Putin as a
rational actor and Russia as a
weak regional power, the
Central Europeans never
stopped warning about
Moscow's abiding
geopolitical ambitions. The
source of their caution was
deep-rooted suspicion of
Russian intentions based on
their own tragic experience
with Russia’s regional
hegemony over the centuries.

CR Sasikumar

by the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth 400
years ago.

Even before the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, the Poles and Central Europeans
have been enthusiastic supporters of a
stronger role for the US and NATO in Europe.
They have had little faith in the visions for
European “strategic autonomy” from
Washington; they had no confidence in the
will and capability of Western Europe in
standing up to the Russian challenge.

The Trump administration had sought
to exploit the differences between “old
Europe” in the west and the “new (central)
Europe” liberated from the Russian sphere
of influence at the end of the Cold War. The
Democrats, however, scoffed at Trump’s
enthusiasm for the socially conservative
Central European elites. But the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine has seen the Biden
Democrats embrace Central Europe and el-
evate Poland to the centre of their
European calculus.

In Warsaw, Biden predicted that the con-
flict over Ukraine will be a prolonged one be-
tween Russiaand the West. If that assessment
is right, the strategic significance of Central
Europe at the heart of this confrontation will
endure. Russia’s war in Ukraine is also bound
to propel Poland to the front ranks of European
powers. Warsaw’s impressive economic per-
formancein the last three decadesandits lead-
ership inshaping the sub-regional institutions
in Central Europe have steadily elevated the
geopolitical salience of Poland.

For far too long, Central Europe has been a
blind spot in India’s worldview. The east-west
framework that defined India’s European poli-
cies had little room for “Mittle Europa” — or
Middle Europe — that straddled this divide and
defied the Cold War certitudes. There have
been efforts in the last couple of years in Delhi
to end the neglect of Central Europe.

As the “New Europe” regains its political
agency, Delhi needs a better appreciation
of the persistent political cleavages in the
heart of the continent. These contradictions
will not only shape the outcomes of the war
in Ukraine but also the long-term evolution
of European geopolitics.

The writer is Senior Fellow, Asia Society
Policy Institute, Delhi and a contributing
editor on international affairs for
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Why RBI must heed inflation

Dealwith inflationary pressures now to avoid more painful adjustments later

RAJESWARI SENGUPTA

RBIIS aninflation-targeting central bank. It is
legally mandated to keep inflation in check.
Yet it has persisted with easy monetary policy,
evenasinflationary pressures have increased.
We need to understand why, and what could
be the repercussions.

Let’s first ask: Is inflation a problem in
India? Indeed, it is. For most of the past two
years, CPI(consumer price index) inflation has
been hovering close to the 6 per cent upper
threshold of the RBI's target band. Inflation av-
eraged 6.1 per cent during the pandemic pe-
riod (April 2020 to June 2021), despite a mas-
sive collapse in aggregate demand. It then
dipped somewhat as food prices eased, but
underlying inflation (core inflation which ex-
cludes food and fuel items) has remained
around 6 per cent in the past 12 months. Then
in January 2022, as food prices recovered,
headline inflation once again crossed the up-
per threshold of the inflation targeting band.

Inflationary pressures do not seem to be
diminishing either. Instead, they continue to
build up. The standard measure of inflation
“in the pipeline” is WPI (wholesale price in-
dex) inflation, since price increases at the
wholesale level tend to translate into retail in-
flationin due course. And the WPIis sounding
a loud alarm. Between April 2021 and
February 2022, WPI inflation averaged 12.7
per cent — the highestin more thanadecade.

The problems do not stop there. Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine has resulted ina sharpin-

crease in global commodity prices, including
prices of crude oil, edible oils, and fertilisers. At
the same time, a resurgence of the pandemic
in mainland China and Hong Kong has led to
shutdowns that will further constrain sup-
plies of raw materials. Even if the war and the
pandemicin China subside soon, their effects
will not.

Indian firms are already adapting to this
situation, passing on commodity price in-
crease toretail prices. We have reports of dou-
ble-digit increases in the prices of consumer
goods as well as in the real estate sector. Even
though the government continues to suppress
domestic pump prices, prices of petrol, diesel
and cooking gas have gone up in major cities.

Standard economics gives us a guide for
how central banks should react in a situation
like this. It says that monetary policy should
accommodate the first round of commodity
price increase, but only under certain condi-
tions, notably that inflation is initially on tar-
get, and expectations are firmly anchored. But
neither condition holds at present. Inflation is
already too high, and so are expectations. As of
January 2022, 68 per cent of households sur-
veyed by the RBl expected prices in the 1-year
ahead period to increase more than the cur-
rent rate, up from 63 per cent one year ago.

Insome quarters, an argument is nonethe-
less being made that monetary policy should
not be tightened when inflation is driven by
supply-side factors, as it can adversely impact

growth. Thisis fallacious. When there are sup-
ply constraints, using easy monetary policy to
boost demand is not going to boost output. It
will only create a situation of excess demand,
pushing up prices even further. And if firms
are expecting high inflation, this will send
things into a vicious spiral, as they will increase
their prices even more in advance of any in-
put price pressures.

Surely the RBIis aware of all of this. Sowhy
is it still not acting on it? To answer this let’s
take a step back and look at what is happen-
ing globally.

The RBI is not the only central bank that
is not reacting to inflation. The US Federal
Reserve has been slow to raise rates even as
inflation has reached a four-decade high.
The European Central Bank has been even
slower to react. The problem seems to be
that governments all over the world are
worried about growth. They are hoping that
central banks can somehow solve this prob-
lem since government debts are at excep-
tionally high levels. Until governments ac-
cept that reviving growth is their
responsibility, not that of the central banks,
—especially not when inflationary pressures
are on the rise — these banks will not be able
to focus on inflation.

InIndia, monetary policy also suffers from
astrong fiscal dominance. As aresult, not only
is the RBI expected to support growth, itis also
expected to keep the government’s borrowing

costs in check, which is in direct conflict with
its inflation targeting objective.

What are the repercussions of the RBI ig-
noring inflationary pressures? A decade ago,
we were inasimilar situation where inflation
had started increasing but the RBl delayed its
response because it was focusing on growth.
When inflation subsequently took off, it
reached double digits and the RBI had toraise
interest rates aggressively to bring it down.
That was a very painful adjustment. We do
not need a repeat of that episode now. In other
words, we need to recognise that high infla-
tion is the real threat to growth, not prudent
monetary policy tightening.

In addition, if the RBI does allow inflation
to take off, there will be long-lasting repercus-
sions for its credibility. Inflation control re-
quires anchored inflation expectations. But if
the public sees the RBI consistently ignoring
inflation, expectations can rapidly get unan-
chored, and then it becomes very costly to
bring it down.

To conclude, inflation is best addressed
by the central bank using monetary policy,
not by the government adjusting taxes. The
RBI needs to urgently revisit its inflation
forecast and its monetary policy stance in
order to avoid potentially painful adjust-
ments down the road.

The writer is Associate Professor of Economics,
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A bid to control

Centre's move to unify Delhi municipalities has
questionable timing, solves no governance
problems. It only serves to postpone MCD elections

number of wards, delimitation will be re-
quired. The previous delimitation which
had taken place before the 2017 MCD elec-
tion had taken approximately 18 months.
Therefore, it wouldn’t be wrong to assume
that the elections might get postponed by
16 to 18 months. It is also noteworthy that

ATISHI

unlike the previous bill that clearly speci-
fied which year’s census should be used to
carry out the delimitation exercise, the cur-

ON MARCH 9, the State Election
Commission (SEC) sent an official invite for
apress conference at 5 pm to announce the
dates for the upcoming MCD elections. The
very same day, the SEC received a letter
from the Ministry of Home Affairs that the
Centre was planning to unify the three
MCDs and therefore the announcement
should be postponed. This letter was fol-
lowed by a slew of media stories and inter-
actions with BJP leaders. Many reports
speculated about a series of reforms that
would be a part of the bill; these included
the possibility of direct mayoral elections,
direct transfer of funds from the Centre to
the local bodies and how an empowered
cabinet-like structure would be created to
do away with the obsolete structure of
standing committees.

Itis a fact that the highest amount of
fund transfers to MCDs was done under
AAP’s tenure. Data for the past few years
show that funds given to MCD by the
Government of Delhi in 2010-11 under
Congress rule was Rs 1,465 crore, in 2014-15
it was Rs 4,380 crore under the President’s
Rule and in 2021-22 it was Rs 6,172 crore
under AAP. Contrary to this data, the BJP
ruled MCD has claimed that the current fi-
nancial crisis of the municipalities has been
caused because of the Government of Delhi.
Therefore, the expectation from the new
bill was that it would also provide greater
financial support to these MCDs. It was also
speculated that the number of wards might
be increased as the voting population of
each municipal ward is between 60,000-
70,000 voters, which is bigger than assem-
bly constituencies in some of the smaller
states.

The Delhi Municipal Corporation
(Amendment)Bill (2022), was tabled in the
Lok Sabha on March 25. This bill can be de-
scribed as underwhelming at best. The bill
contains none of the speculated reforms. It
proposes only three changes in the gover-
nance structure of the municipal corpora-
tions. First. it unifies all three MCDs — north,
south and east — into one single Municipal
Corporation of Delhi. Second, it reduces the
number of wards from 272 to 250. Third, it
has a provision for creating a viceroy like
structure, a “special officer” who will be re-
sponsible for running the government un-
til the next election is held.

Itis clear that this bill doesn’t bring any
substantive governance, administrative or
financial reforms in the MCD. The only thing
iteffectively does is to indefinitely postpone
the MCD elections. The reduction in the
number of wards from 272 to 250, means
that the population per ward will broadly
remain the same. However, to change the

rent bill is silent on the use of specific cen-
sus data which gives scope for further post-
ponement of MCD elections if the
government decides to use the 2023 Census
data for delimitation. During this period,
the MCD will be ruled by a nominated “spe-
cial officer” instead of democratically
elected representatives. This is akin to in-
troducing a President’s Rule in a state.

This also raises a question on the agency
of an autonomous body such as the Election
Commission, whose prima facie jobis to en-
sure free and fair elections in the country.
The body has become a puppet in the hands
of the central government.

It is difficult to find one substantial
change in the bill that could be considered
asarationale to introduce it at this time. It
isalso pertinent to ask that if unification is
like a silver bullet to all of MCD's problems
then why wasn'’t it done in the more than
seven years the BJP has been in power at
the Centre? Why was it proposed on the
day of the announcement of the election
date? The bill does not solve any policy
problems related to governance in Delhi. It
only seems to work for the postponement
of MCD elections.

Inthe 15 years of the BJP's rule, rampant
corruption and three garbage mountains at
the entrance of Delhi have become a hall-
mark of its MCD tenure. From the dilapi-
dated conditions of government hospitals
to selling away government property at
throwaway prices, the BJP ruled MCD has
failed to deliver on any of the areas that
come under its prerogative. There exists a
strong sentiment across Delhi to remove
the BJP from the municipal corporations
and elect AAP. Therefore, the BJP wants to
postpone the elections to a time when they
would have better electoral prospects. This
is what makes the bill so dangerous. Today,
the MCD elections are being postponed.
Tomorrow, if the BJP is losing the Gujarat
elections scheduled in the month of
December, can they not bring a bill to unify
Gujarat and Maharashtra and thereby post-
pone the elections? In the future if the BJP
is losing the parliamentary elections, they
may even propose an amendment to the
Representation of the People Act, (1951)
and bring the entire country under the rule
of anon-democratically nominated admin-
istrator. The Delhi Municipal Corporation
(Amendment)Bill could be the beginning of
avicious cycle of abuse of power by the cen-
tral government, which, if not opposed
now, could lead to a situation where the
elections in this country will be held at the
behest of the ruling party.

The writer is an MLA from Delhi and a
senior leader of Aam Aadmi Party

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THE VISIT

This refers to the editorial, ‘Testing the
waters’ (IE, March 28). Beijing should-
n't have chosen the platform of the min-
isterial conference of the OIC to reiter-
ate Islamabad's stand on Jammu &
Kashmir. State Councilor Wang Yi has
been shortsighted in making this out-
rageous statement. He should have
been guided diligently by his office that
walking the extra mile to please the
host could cause a national embarrass-
ment, as China is looking forward to
hosting Indian leadership in two crucial
multilateral meetings in a few months’
time and a the Imran Khan administra-
tion's days are numbered. Wang was
perhaps been sent by the highest office
of his land to India for damage control.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Barasat

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Testing the
waters’ (IE, March 28). Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi's brief visit to Delhi, the
first by a senior Chinese official since the
military standoff along the LAC began in
April 2020, appears to have left behind
more questions than answers. The visit
was kept secret until the first meetings
on Friday, indicating that there is some-
thing more behind the scenes. It is also
possible that his outreach stems from a
desire to compare notes on Ukraine,
where India and China find themselves
at odds with the western sanctions
regime that threatens to isolate Russia
while also finding themselves notentirely
comfortable with Vladimir Putin’s ac-
tions.It's quite clear that Delhi and Beijing
can’'t simply pick up the threads of their
talks until there is a full understanding of
events since April 2020, and demobilisa-
tion by the PLA, followed by the disen-
gagement of troops, is completed.
Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

SAVE HISTORY

THISREFERSTO the article, ‘Our film, our
history’ (IE, March 26). Just like sahitya or
literature, which is considered a mirror
of society, art and architecture of the
times display our history. Closing of the
four institutions mentioned related to
filmmaking mentioned in the article,
without consulting the relevant stake-
holders and disregarding eminent voices
like that of Adoor Gopalkrishnan is wor-
rying, Like a history text, the archives dis-
tortion would amount to preventing the
people to have access to the material for
posterity. However, the digital form of our
history are available online. But the orig-
inals in libraries and archives have their
own value.

H Upadhyay, via email

TOO MUCH POWER

THISREFERS TO the Explained article, MP
quota KVs and why an attempt to scrap
it’ (IE, March 28). The discretion given to
every Member of Parliament to recom-
mend 10 students in Kendriya Vidyalayas
foradmission is more likely to be misused
— particularly when there are norelevant
criteria for eligibility of the students ex-
cept their age and residence in the MP's
constituency. Moreover, MPs’ children
and dependent grandchildren also come
under this discretionary category.
Besides, education comes under the
Concurrent List according to the
Constitution. When state governments
have notextended this autonomy to their
MLAs, grant of the same to MPs just be-
cause Kendriya Vidyalayas are run by the
Centrelooksabitodd. MPs already enjoy
alotof discretionary rights. Allowing un-
bridled discretion to them in children’s
education should be discontinued.

YG Chouksey, Pune

New Delhi
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A RUSSIAN NEWSPAPER
NoOVAYA GAZETA SUSPENDS PUBLICATION

Novaya Gazeta, the Russian newspaper that helped define fearless journalism in the post-
Soviet era and whose editor shared the Nobel Peace Prize last year, suspended publication
on Monday; leaving Russia without any major media outlets critical of the Kremlin as it
wages war in Ukraine. The newspaper, led by Dmitri A. Muratov, the Nobel-winning edi-
tor, said it would cease publishing in print and online until the end of the fighting,

At this Ukraine-Poland border crossing, many
rn home someday

refugees say they hope to retu

EXPRESS
FROMTHE
FRONTLINE

KRISHN KAUSHIK
SHEHYNI, MARCH 28

EVERY 10 MINUTES they pick
their bags and everything they
can carry while fleeing their
homes and take a couple of steps
forward— leaving their country
and lives behind.

Many stayed backin the coun-
try, hoping things would settle
down. But as the war continues,
their hopes to return home seem
tobe fading. They now move west,
towards Poland, which is just a
few steps away, and fromthere to
other parts of Europe.

This is the only border cross-
ing between Ukraine and Poland
where people can cross on foot.
There are seven more border
points between the two coun-
tries, but they are maintained for
those travelling in cars and buses.

The village onthe Ukraine side
is called Shehyni, while that on the
Polish side is Medyka. The cross-
ing is named after these villages.
While most people are going to-
wards Medyka,asmaller groupis
moving towards Sheyni as well.

Over a month into the war,
the number of people fleeing to
Poland has come down.
According to UNHCR, over 3.8
million people have left Ukraine,
of which nearly 2.3 million have
gone to or through Poland.

Since the martial law in
Ukraine disallows men between
18 and 60years toleave the coun-

‘PUTIN NOT UP FOR COMPROMISE’

Ready to talk
neutrality:
Lelenskyy

Peace talks to start in Turkey today

AP & REUTERS
LVIV,MARCH 28

UKRAINE COULD declare neu-
trality and offer security guaran-
tees to Russia to secure peace
“without delay,” President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said ahead
of another planned round of talks
— though he said only a face-to-
face meeting with Russia’s leader
could end the war. The Kremlin
said that peace talks may get un-
derway in Turkey on Tuesday.
While hinting at possible
concessions inan interview with
independent Russian media out-
lets, Zelenskyy stressed that
Ukraine’s priority is ensuring its
sovereignty and its “territorial
integrity” — preventing Russia
from carving up the country,
something Ukraine and the West
say could now be Moscow’s goal.
But, Zelenskyy added:
“Security guarantees and neu-
trality, non-nuclear status of our
state —we are ready to go forit.”
Meanwhile,a senior US official
said on Monday does not appear
ready tomake compromisestoend
the war in Ukraine, “Everything [
have seen is he is not willing to
compromise at this point,” the sen-
ior US State Department official
told Reuters on condition of

anonymity after Ukraine's presi-
dent sketched out a potential way
toend the crisis over the weekend.
Russia has long demanded
Ukraine drop any hope of joining
the western NATO alliance, which
Moscow sees as a threat.
Zelenskyy said the question of
neutrality, which would keep
Ukraine out of NATO or other mil-
itary alliances, should be put to
Ukrainian voters in a referendum
after Russian troops withdraw.
Zelenskyy has also long
stressed that Ukraine needs secu-
rity guarantees of itsownas partof
any deal. “We must come to an
agreement with the president of
the Russian Federation, and in or-
der to reach an agreement, he
needstogetoutofthereonhisown
feet ... and come to meet me,” he
alsosaidinaninterview thatRussia
barred its media from publishing.
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said Monday that
the two Presidents could meet,
but only after the key elements
of a potential deal are negotiated.
“The meeting is necessary
once we have clarity regarding
solutions on all key issues,”
Lavrov said in an interview with
Serbian media. He accused
Ukraine of only wanting to “im-
itate talks,” but said Russia
needed concrete results.

Shanghai starts China’s
biggest lockdown in 2 yrs

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIJING, MARCH 28

CHINA BEGAN its most extensive
coronavirus lockdown in two
years Monday to conduct mass
testing and control a growing out-
breakin Shanghai as questions are
raised about the economic toll of
the nation’s “zero-Covid” strategy.

Shanghai, China’s financial
capital and largest city with 26
million people, had managed its
smaller previous outbreaks with
limited lockdowns of housing

compounds and workplaces
where the virus was spreading.
Butthe citywide lockdown that
will be conducted in two phases
willbe China’s mostextensive since
the central city of Wuhan.
Shanghai’s Pudong financial
district and nearby areas will be
locked down from Monday to
Friday as mass testing gets un-
derway, the local government
said. In the second phase of the
lockdown, the vast downtown
area west of the Huangpu River
that divides the city will start its
own five-day lockdown Friday.

ISRAEL

At summit, Israel,
US, 4 Arab nations
focus on security

Sde Boker: The top diplomats
of the United States and four
Arab countries convened in
Israel on Monday in a display
of unity against Iran but also
used the rare summit to press
their host to revive long-stalled
peacemaking with the
Palestinians. Concluding the
two days of discussions at a
desertretreat where its found-
ing father David Ben-Gurion is
buried, Israel said the event
would be repeated and ex-
panded as it builds up com-
mercial and security ties with

IN BRIEF|

like-minded Sunni Arab states.
.REUTERS

AFGHANISTAN
Govtemployees
without beards
barred fromwork

Kabul: Afghanistan’s Taliban
hasinstructed all government
employees to wear a beard
and adhere to a dress code or
risk being fired, three sources
told Reuters. The sources said
representatives from the
Ministry for the Propagation of
Virtue and Prevention of Vice
were patrolling the entrances
to government offices on
Monday to check that employ-

Kamarova Irena with her 9-year-old daughter. Krishn Kaushik

try, most people at the border
crossing are children, women
and elderly. There are a few men,
but they have come to drop other
members of their family.

There were a few hundred
people at the border crossing on
Monday. It used to be thousands
in the early days of the war.
Kamarovarena, 42, was waiting

with her 9-year-old daughter,
who stood next to her holding a
doll. Irena broke down thinking
about her husband, who was still
was in Kharkiv— their home city.
Her elder daughter, who is
18, crossed the border a week
ago. She lived in people’s
homes in different parts of
western Ukraine. She said she
and her daughters were wait-
ing within the country in hope
that the war would stop. But,
with Russia reducing some of
the cities to rubble, she decided
to cross the border, “for safety
and future” of her children.
Her home in Kharkiv was not
safe anymore, though it hadn’t
been damaged yet, she said. She
was now going to Portugal, and
hoped tolearn the language, find
work, and school for her girls
again. Tearing up she said,”[don't

ARussian attack in Byshiv, on the outskirts of Kyiv, on Sunday. AP

Russia wants to wipe Mariupol

off the face of earth, s

NYT&REUTERS
MARCH 28

THE MAYOR of the besieged port
of Mariupol said Ukrainian forces
were still defending the city and
accused the Russian military of
committing “genocide.”

“The task was to wipe the city
off the face of the earth along
with its inhabitants,” mayor
Vadym Boychenko said of the
Russian troops in an interview
with the UNIAN news agency
that was posted on Sunday. “This
is genocide, there is no other way
to call what is happening.”

Boychenko insisted that the
city has not been captured.
“Today the city of Mariupol re-
mains a Ukrainian city,” he said.

The besieged southern port
city of Mariupol. Reuters

“Our military is doing everything
tokeepit that way in the future.”

Still, defence analysts have said
the city could soon fallinto Russian
hands. President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said on Sunday that he
had urged soldiers defending the
city to withdraw if their survival

ays mayor

was at risk, but said they had re-
mained because they feared aban-
doning civilians and their dead and
wounded comrades.

Among the dead are at least
300 people who were killed in a
Russian strike ona drama theater
that was being used as a shelter.
Boychenko said because of con-
tinuing shelling, the site had not
yet been cleared of bodies.

Nearly 5,000 people have
been killed in the southern
Ukrainian city of Mariupol since
Russian forces laid siege to it, a
spokesperson for the city mayor
said on Monday. The spokesper-
son quoted data from the
mayor’s office that said about
90% of buildings in Mariupol had
been damaged and about 40%
had been destroyed.

want to leave my husband be-
hind. I would like to go back
home, sometime.”

Though there are only a few
hundred people, the process
was still hours long. Most of
them were waiting for their turn
at the immigration. The queue
progressed slowly. One of them
leaving for Poland, and from
there to Germany, was Anatolli
Korol, 24, from Kyiv.

He fled his home on the first
day of the war. His parents had
left a day earlier, as they antici-
pated Russia may launch an at-
tack any time. But Korol and his
sister stayed back. On the morn-
ing of February 24, as soon as
they heard Russia had invaded,
raining bombs, he and his sister
leftin their car.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Russian oligarch
Abramovich,
Ukraine officials
hit by ‘poisoning’,
claims report

REUTERS
MARCH 28

RUSSIAN BILLIONAIRE Roman
Abramovich and Ukrainian
peace negotiators suffered symp-
toms of suspected poisoning ear-
lier this month after a meetingin
Kyiv, the Wall Street Journal and
the investigative outlet Bellingcat
reported on Monday, citing peo-
ple familiar with the matter.
Abramovich, who accepted a
Ukrainian request to help negoti-
ateanend to the Russianinvasion
of Ukraine, and at least two senior
members of the Ukrainian team,
were affected, the WS report said.
Ukrainian officials poured
cold water on the report. Asked
about the suspected poisoning,
Ukrainian negotiator Mykhailo
Podolyak said "there is a lot of
speculation, various conspiracy
theories". Rustem Umerov, an-
other member of the negotiat-
ing team, urged people not to
trust "unverified information".
The Kremlin did not immedi-
ately respond to an emailed re-
quest for comment. According to
the WS] report, Abramovich and
the negotiators showed symp-
toms that included red eyes, con-
stantand painful tearing,and peel-
ing skin on their faces and hands.
Abramovich and the
Ukrainian negotiators, including
Crimean Tatar lawmaker
Umerov, have since improved
and their lives are not in danger,
WS] reported. A person familiar
with the matter confirmed the
incident to Reuters but said
Abramovich had not allowed it
to stop him working.

No-confidence motion moved in Pak Parliament

ASIF SHAHZAD
ISLAMABAD, MARCH 28

PAKISTAN’S PARLIAMENT took
up a no-confidence motion
moved by opposition lawmak-
ers on Monday in a bid to re-
move Prime Minister Imran
Khan, pushing the South Asian
nation closer to political turmoil.

The house will begin a debate
on the motion on Thursday and a
voteistobe held withinsevendays.

“The Prime Minister ceases
to hold his office after he has lost
the confidence of this house,”
Opposition leader Shehbaz

ees were in compliance with
the new rules. REUTERS

MYANMAR

Suu Kyi misses
court hearings due
toquarantine

Bangkok: Ousted Myanmar
leader Aung San Suu Kyi did
not attend recent court hear-
ings in which she is a defen-
dant because she has been
quarantined due to possible
exposure to the coronavirus, a
legal official said Monday. Suu
Kyiis being tried in the capital,
Naypyitaw, in several casesin-
volving charges of corruption,
election fraud and violating a
state secrets law. AP

Pakistan
Prime
Minister
Imran Khan

Sharif said, reading from the no-
confidence motion telecast live
on television.

The vote comes as Pakistan
faces a recurring economic cri-
sis, with Khan's government
banking on the International
Monetary Fund to release the
next tranche of a $6 billion res-
cue package to shore up dwin-

dling foreign currency reserves.
Khan, 69, a former captain of
Pakistan's national cricket team,
lost a parliamentary majority
with a series of defections from
his party, and a united opposition
is calling on him to step down. He
has vowed to fight to stay put.
He has blamed a foreign-
funded conspiracy for trying to
topple his government. China is
a long-time supporter and
Pakistan, a traditional ally of the
West, abstained from voting as
the UN General Assembly over-
whelmingly  reprimanded
Russia for invading Ukraine.
Nearly 20 of Khan's lawmak-

ers have defected and his main
coalition partners have suggested
that they might join the opposi-
tion, making him short of 172
votes, a simple majority needed
in parliament to hold on to power.
The opposition says it commands
163 votes and can get more. The
government has sought a court
intervention to bar the defectors
fromvoting against the party un-
der an anti-defection law.

The opposition and analysts
say the prime minister has fallen
out with the powerful military,
which mostly determines who
willrule, a charge both Khan and
the militarydeny. =~ REUTERS

Biden’s $5.8 trillion budget calls for more

military spending, higher t

JOSHBOAK
WASHINGTON, MARCH 28

PRESIDENT JOE Biden an-
nounced a budget blueprint
Monday that calls for higher
taxes on the wealthy, lower fed-
eral deficits, more money for po-
lice and greater funding for edu-
cation, public health and
housing.

In essence, it tries to tell vot-
ers what a diverse and at times
fractured Democratic Party
stands for ahead of the midterm
elections that could decide
whether Congress remains un-
der the party’s control.

The bottom line: Biden is

b b= US President
l : Joe Biden
Lk
proposing a total of $5.8 trillion
in federal spending in fiscal
2023, which begins in October,
slightly less than what was pro-
jected to be spent this year be-
fore the supplemental spending
bill was signed into law this
month. The deficit would be
$1.15 trillion.
There would be $795 billion
for defence, $915 billion for do-
mestic programmes, and the re-

axes on rich

maining balance would go to
mandatory spending such as
Social Security, Medicare,
Medicaid and net interest on the
national debt.

The higher taxes outlined on
Monday would raise $361 billion
inrevenue over 10 years and ap-
ply to the top 0.01% of house-
holds.“Budgets are statements
of values,” Biden said in a state-
ment, “and the budget I am re-
leasing today sends a clear
message that we value fiscal
responsibility, safety and secu-
rity at home and around the
world, and the investments

WILL EXPLORE ACTION: ACADEMY

The cast and crew of ‘CODA’ receive the award for best

picture on Sunday. AP

Oscar moments:
Onstage slap
rattles night as
CODA triumphs

BROOKS BARNES &
NICOLE SPERLING
LOSANGELES, MARCH 28

IN AN Academy Awards cere-
mony where an onstage alterca-
tion between Will Smithand Chris
Rockovershadowed the honours,
“CODA” from Apple TV+won the
Oscar for best picture, becoming
the first film from a streaming
service to be welcomed into that
rarefied Hollywood club.

Rock had made a joke about
the closely cropped hair of Smith’s
wife, Jada Pinkett Smith, who has
alopecia, a condition thatleads to
hair loss. Smith responded by
walking onto the stage of the
Dolby Theater and slapping Rock,
leaving stunned viewers wonder-
ing at first if the blow might have
been scripted until Smith re-
turned to his seatand warned him
to stop talking about his wife, us-
ing expletives.

Inastatement, the Academy of
Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences
said: “The Academy condemns the
actions of Mr. Smith at last night's
show. We have officially started a
formalreview around the incident
and will explore furtheractionand
consequences inaccordance with
our bylaws, standards of conduct
and California law."

The 94th Academy Awards
had a freewheeling, irreverent
tone from their start, with ABC
and the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences labour-
ing to prove that the Oscars
could be lively and culturally rel-
evant. By the ceremony’s end, it
was certainly a night for the
Hollywood ages.

An emotional Will Smith
won the best actor Oscar for
his performance in “King
Richard” as the fiery,
flawed coachand father (g
of the tennis legends ¥
Venus and Serena |
Williams. Moments ear-
lier, the ceremony had
been derailed when Smith
strode onstage from his
seat and slapped Rock,
who had just cracked a joke
about Smith’s wife, Jada
Pinkett Smith.

“Jada, I love you. Gl Jane
2, can’t wait,” Rock said, a
reference to her
shaved head. She re-
vealed her alopecia
diagnosis in 2018.

Smith, mean-
while, won his g
first Oscar. He

Whatis
alopecia
@ areata?

EXPLAINED

CHRISROCK had an on-
stage altercation with Will
Smith after the former made
ajoke about Smith’s wife
Jada Pinkett Smith’s shaved
head. Pinkett Smith suffers
from a condition known as
alopecia areata — a condi-
tion that causes sudden
hair loss in patches. “The
condition is developed af-
ter the immune system
attacks the hair follicles,
resulting in hair loss,
which cannot be observed
easily. These patches con-
nect and then become ob-
servable,” Dr Vijay
Singhal, Senior Consultant,
Dermatology, Sri Balaji
Action Medical Institute
said. Not just the scalp,
sudden hairfall may also
occur in other parts of the
body. It mostly occurs in
people who have a family
history of auto-immune
conditions, such as dia-
betes and thyroid, the
doctor added.

was previously nominated for
best actor in 2007 for “The
Pursuit of Happyness” and in
2002 for “Ali.” “Richard
Williams was a fierce defender
of his family,” Smith said in ac-
cepting the award”
With tears running down his
face, he also apologised to the

N academy and his fellow nomi-
# nees. But not to Rock. “I hope

the academy invites me
back,” Smith said.

] “CODA,” a dramedy
+ about the only hearing
! child of a deaf family, beat
' arival streaming-service
film, “The Power of the Dog”
| from Netflix, for the top prize.

B For an industry in turmoil,

with tech giants like Apple
and Amazon upending enter-
tainment-industry business
practices and threatening
Hollywood power hierarchies,
the win by Apple TV+ was a
seismic moment.
The best actress
Oscar was awarded to
Jessica Chastain for “The
Eyes of Tammy Faye.”
> Itwasherfirst Oscar..
NYT

———WINNERS' LIST—~—=

BEST PICTURE:
CODA

Reuters

BEST DIRECTOR: A
Jane Campion for
The Power of the Dog

Reuters

BESTACTOR: A

needed to continue our equi-  Will Smith for
table growth and build a better ~ King Richard
America.” AP
New Delhi ..

BEST ACTRESS: >
Jessica
Chastain for
The Eyes of
Tammy Faye

BEST
SUPPORTING
ACTRESS:
Ariana
DeBose for
West Side Story

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR:
Troy Kotsur for CODA

BEST INTERNATIONAL ¥V
FEATURE: Drive My car
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TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Bio samples for crime files

Bill tabled in Lok Sabha proposes to allow police and prison authorities to collect and store biological samples
of certain accused and convicts. What are the government’s objectives, and what concerns does this raise?

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE GOVERNMENT introduced the Criminal
Procedure (Identification) Bill, 2022 in Lok
Sabha on Monday amid strong protests from
the Opposition. The Bill proposes to allow the
police and prison authorities to collect, store
and analyse physical and biological samples
including retina and iris scans.

What is the proposed law?

The Criminal Procedure (Identification)
Bill, 2022, introduced by Minister of State for
Home Affairs Ajay Mishra in Lok Sabha, com-
pels certain individuals, convicted and ac-
cused of offences, to share biological personal
data. This has raised concerns about excess
state surveillance and violation of privacy.
According to the text of the Bill, it is “to autho-
rise for taking measurements of convicts and
other persons for the purposes of identifica-
tion and investigation in criminal matters
and to preserve records and for matters con-
nected therewith and incidental thereto”.

Section 2(1)(b) of the Bill defines “meas-
urements” to include finger impressions,
palm-print impressions, footprint impres-
sions, photographs, iris and retina scans,
physical and biological samples and their
analysis, behavioural attributes including sig-
natures and handwriting, or any other ex-
aminationreferred to in Section 53 or Section
53A of the Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC), 1973. Section 53 relates to medical
examination of a person arrested.

The law also seeks to replace the
Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920 which ap-
plied to collection of “measurements” for
mostly those who were convicted and who
would serve a prison sentence. Measurements
under the 1920 Act involved only finger im-
pressions and footprint impressions.

Who does the law apply to?

Compared to the 1920 Act, the Bill ex-
pands the individuals it seeks to cover. It pro-
poses that the law apply to three categories
of individuals:

W Those convicted of an offence punish-
able under any law for the time being in force.

M Those ordered to give security for good
behaviour or maintaining peace under
Section 117 of the CrPC for a proceeding un-
der Section 107, 108, 109 or 110 of the Code.
These are provisions involving “suspected
criminals” or “habitual offenders” with a

Minister of State for Home Affairs Ajay Mishra in Lok Sabha, where he introduced
the Bill on Monday. SANSAD TV/PTI Photo

view to preventing crime.

M Those arrested in connection with an
offence punishable under any law in force or
detained under any preventive detention
law. This would include the National Security
Act or the Public Safety Act.

Additionally, the Bill states that except for
those accused of offences committed against
awoman or a child, or for any offence punish-
able with imprisonment for a period that is
not less than seven years, a person accused of
any other offence can refuse to allow taking
of his biological samples under the Bill.

The Bill says that even if such data is col-
lected from the accused, it can be destroyed
from the records unless a magistrate in writ-
ing directs otherwise, after the accused is re-
leased without trial or discharged or acquit-
ted by a court.

How will this data be stored?

The Bill states that the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) shall be entrusted
with the biological data collected, “in the in-
terest of prevention, detection, investigation
and prosecution of any offence under any
law for the time being in force”.

The NCRB can collect the record of meas-
urements from the state government or
Union Territory Administration concerned,
or any other law-enforcement agencies, and
will have the power to store, preserve and
destroy the record of measurements at na-

tional level and share and disseminate such
records with any law enforcement agency.
Given that policing is still a state subject, it
remains to be seen if any states refuse to
share this information. But the Bill provides
alegal framework for police to carry out sur-
veillance using technology.

The modalities of collection, storage or use
of this data will be prescribed in rules by the
government and are not outlined in the Bill,
except that the record of measurements shall
be retained in digital or electronic form for a
period of 75 years from the date of collection.

However, the Bill states that the rules will
necessarily be placed before state legislatures
or Parliament.

What are the issues being raised about
theBill?

LACK OF CLARITY: Several provisions
are not defined in the Bill itself. For a law that
impacts fundamental rights, this can raise
concerns. For instance, the statement of ob-
jects says it provides for collection of meas-
urements for “convicts and other persons”
but the expression “other persons” is not de-
fined. It does include those accused of certain
offences, but it can be argued that the police
could use the law to expand it to others.

The Bill allows those “ordered to give se-
curity for his good behaviour or maintaining
peace under section 117 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1973 for a proceeding

under section 107 or section 108 or section
109 or section 110 of the said Code” to be
compelled to share biometic data. These pro-
visions cast a wide net on range of individu-
als — even those who are not booked for any
offence but are simply “suspected” of com-
mitting one or “likely” to commit one.

CONFLICT WITH FUNDAMENTAL
RIGHTS: Opposition members argued that
the Bill was beyond the legislative compe-
tence of Parliament as it violated fundamen-
talrights of citizens including the right to pri-
vacy — the Constitution states that
Parliament can bring no law that violates the
fundamental rights of citizens.

The proposed law will be debated against
Article 20(3) of the Constitution, which is a
fundamental right that guarantees the right
against self-incrimination. It states that “no
person accused of any offence shall be com-
pelled to be a witness against himself”.

The Supreme Court’s landmark ruling in
Puttaswamy v Union of India, which recog-
nised the right to privacy as a fundamental
right, made it clear that any state action in-
fringing on the right needs to be backed by
legislation. It also laid down a three-fold test
toallow such laws. First, the activity must be
backed by alaw. Second, the state must have
a legitimate interest in the subject to bring
such a law that collides with fundamental
rights. Third, the state’s infringement must
be proportional to its aim.

The government could argue that the
proposed Bill helps in maintaining law and
order, which is a legitimate state interest.
However, the Bill also states “increasing con-
viction rate” as one of its aims. If the law is
passed and challenged, the court will have
to look into whether “increasing conviction
rate” can be alegitimate aim and if it can out-
weigh rights of citizens.

To the extent that the proposed Bill brings
alegal framework for police surveillance us-
ing technology, experts fear that it could be
expanded or misused.

OTHER CONCERNS: The Bill also brings
to focus rights of prisoners and the right to
be forgotten since biometric data can be
stored for 75 years. While the jurisprudence
around the right to be forgotten is still in an
early stage in India, the Puttaswamy judg-
ment discussesit as a facet of the fundamen-
tal right to privacy.

In the Puttaswamy Il case in 2018, the
Supreme Court upheld the Aadhaar scheme
and allowed the state to collect fingerprints
and iris scan for welfare schemes.

Over the years, integrating data, scaling up

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
& DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE IDEA of boosting investigative capabili-
ties through technological interventions such
as biological sample collection and iris scans
in aid of fingerprints has been in the works
for several years.

Towards integration

The government has been digitising fin-
gerprints since the time the UPA was in
power, with a plan to integrate all finger-
prints available with states and the Centre
into the Crime and Criminal Tracking
Network System (CCTNS), the national
database on crimes and criminals. After the
Narendra Modi government came to power
in 2014, it embarked on a project to inte-
grate IRIS scans and facial recognition sys-
tems too with it.

In 2018, then National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) Director Ish Kumar said that
investigating agencies should be allowed to

access the fingerprint data of Aadhaar to
identify criminals. NCRB s the nodal agency
for the implementation of CCTNS.

However, the Aadhaar authority in re-
sponse issued a statement that under the
Aadhaar law, its data could not be given to
any criminal investigation agency.

Sources in the Ministry said it was under
these circumstances that the need for a law
that would allow authorities to collect and
store samples from accused and convicts was
deemed necessary.

Efforts at scaling up

The idea of integrating data from new in-
vestigation tools was envisaged as part of
Phase Il of CCTNS, which aims to connect all
police stations across the country, with all
their crime and criminal data, into a central
database for real time access to information
on criminals.

The Home Ministry is working on the in-
tegration of the fingerprint database of the
Central Finger Print Bureau (CFPB), and get
NIST Fingerprint Image Software (NFIS), a
technology used by the United States Federal

Bureau of Investigation (FBI), to match fin-
gerprints.

The CFPB currently uses Automated
Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS), also
called FACTS, for fingerprint-matching.
Sources said the technology is outdated —
and the FBI, which uses fingerprint data ex-
tensively for criminal investigations, has long
abandoned it.

The government is also working on scal-
ing up data collection. While the FBI has over
4 crore fingerprints inits database, the CFPB
currently has a database of just over 10 lakh
fingerprints. The Home Ministry is working
on taking it to 30 lakh fingerprints by con-
necting the data stored with state fingerprint
bureaus. The plan is to eventually store all
data from crime scene investigations across
the country. Annually, close to 50 lakh cases
are registered. The National Informatics
Centre is working on a cloud for its integra-
tion, a source said.

“Theideais thatintegration of the finger-
print database, face recognition software,
and iris scans will massively boost the crime
investigation capabilities of the police. It will

also help civilian verifications when needed.
No one will be able to get away with a fake
ID," a Home Ministry official said.

Lessons from past

Notably, in 2009, India’s most wanted ter-
rorist and the operations chief of the Indian
Mujahideen, Ahmed Zarar Siddibappa alias
Yasin Bhatkal, was arrested by Kolkata Police
ina case of theft. However, he was identified
as “Bulla Malik” based on fake identity doc-
uments, and was let off after a few days. He
went on to engineer a series of blasts in Pune
and Mumbai after this — until he was appre-
hended in Nepal in 2013. The episode re-
mains a reminder of the importance of
CCTNS and the need to integrate the finger-
print database and face recognition in crim-
inal investigations.

Inthe 2013 Bodh Gaya blasts, the NIA had
recovered an abandoned Buddhist robe from
the blast site and taken DNA samples from
it. Later, when IM operative Hyder Ali was ar-
rested for the blast, his biological samples
matched with those collected from the site,
and he was convicted.

Defining ‘minority: what the Constitution says, how SC has ruled

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI,MARCH 28

ON MONDAY, the Supreme Court gave the
Centre four more weeks to place its stand on
aplea challenging the Centre’s power to no-
tify minorities under the National Minorities
Commission Act, 1992, and seeking minority
status for Hindus in states where their num-
bers have gone below that of others.

The petition by advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay has contended that the 2011 cen-
sus showed Hindus have become a minority
in Lakshadweep (2.5%), Mizoram (2.75%),
Nagaland (8.75%), Meghalaya (11.53%), J&K
(28.44%), Arunachal Pradesh (29%), Manipur
(31.39%),and Punjab (38.40%), but were bring
denied minority benefits.

Whois a minority under Indian laws?
The Constitution refers to “minorities” in
some Articles, but does not define the term.
Neither does the National Minorities
Commission (NMC) Act, 1992, under which

the Centre notifies which communities are
minorities. In the Constitution:

B Article 29, which deals with the
“Protection of interests of minorities”, says
that “any section of the citizens residing in the
territory of India or any part thereof having a
distinct language, script or culture of its own
shall have the right to conserve the same”.

W Article 30, which deals with the “right of
minorities to establish and administer edu-
cational institutions”, says that all minorities,
whether based on religion or language, shall
have theright to establish and administer ed-
ucational institutions of their choice.

M Article 350(A) says there shall be a
Special Officer for linguistic minorities to be
appointed by the President. “It shall be the
duty of the Special Officer to investigate all
matters relating to the safeguards provided
for linguistic minorities under this
Constitution and report to the President upon
those matters...”

So, who is a minority in India?
Currently, only those communities noti-

T

.r

.

Lingayat seers with then Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah in 2018. The state had
recommended the status of a religious minority for Lingayats, but it was
rejected by the Centre later that year. Siddaramaiah/Twitter

fied under Section 2(c) of the NMCAct arere-
garded as minority. Under the Act, the Centre
on October 23, 1993 notified five groups —
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and
Parsis —as ‘minority’ communities. Jains were

added to the list in January 2014.
What have courts said on the subject?

The petition in the Supreme Court refers
to its rulings in TMA Pai Foundation & Ors vs

State Of Karnataka & Ors (2002) and Bal Patil
& Anrvs Union Of India & Ors (2005).

TMA PAI (2002): An 11-judge Bench
dealt with the scope of the right of minorities
toruneducational institutions of their choice
under the Constitution. A majority ruling by
sixjudgesreferred to two other cases pertain-
ing to DAV College in Punjab, in which the SC
had to consider whether Hindus were a reli-
gious minority in Punjab.

It said, “in DAV College v State of Punjab
[1971]... the Court held that the Arya Samajis,
who were Hindus, were a religious minority
in the State of Punjab, even though they may
nothave been soinrelation to the entire coun-
try.” It added, “In another case, DAV College
Bhatindav State of Punjab [1971]... this Court
rejected the contention that since Hindus
were a majority in India, they could not be a
religious minority in the State of Punjab, as it
took the State as the unit to determine
whether the Hindus were a minority com-
munity. There can, therefore, be little doubt
that this Court has consistently held that the
unit to determine areligious or linguistic mi-

New Delhi

nority can only be the State.”

BALPATIL (2005): In this judgment, the
court said: “After the verdict in the eleven
judges’ Bench in TMA Pai Foundation case
(supra), the legal position stands clarified that
henceforth the unit for determining status of
both linguistic and religious minorities would
be ‘state’... If, therefore, the State has to be re-
garded as the unit for determining ‘linguistic
minority’ vis-a-vis Article 30, then with ‘reli-
gious minority’ being on the same footing, it
is the State in relation to which the majority
orminority status will have to be determined.

“The minority for the purpose of Article
30 cannot have different meanings depend-
ing upon who is legislating. Language being
the basis for the establishment of different
States for the purposes of Article 30, a ‘lin-
guistic minority’ will have to be determined
in relation to the State in which the educa-
tionalinstitution is sought to be established.
The position with regard to the religious mi-
nority is similar, since both religious and lin-
guistic minorities have been put on a par in
Article 30.”
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A Mini Ratna Company
(A subsidiary of Coal India Limited)

NOTICE

All the tenders™ issued by Bharat Coking Coal Limited (BCCL) for
procurement of Goods, Works and Services are available on website
of BCCL www.bcclweb.in, Coal India Limited (CIL) e-procurement
portal https://coalindiatenders.nic.in and Central Public Procurement
Portal https://eprocure.gov.in. In addition, procurement is also done
through GeM portal https://gem.gov.in.

*This is applicable to all Open (Domestic / Global) Tenders issued
through e-procurement portal of CIL.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement System)

Re-girdering of Bridge No- 245 (1x18.3m) North &
South on DLI-GZB in the section of AXEN/Spl/Bridge/TKJ.

Rs. 7998026.31

-~

1] Name of work with
its location
Approx. Cost of work

N

3| Amount of Earnest | Rs.160000.00
Money
4| Completion period | (10) Ten Months
of the work
5| Date & time for Upto 15.00 hrs on 19.04.2022 Opening of

submission of tender
& opening of tender
Website particulars
where complete
details of Tender can
be seen & downloaded.
Tender Notice No: 32-W-BR-245-DSA-2022 Date : 26.03.2022

657/22 %

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

tender after 15.00 hrs on same day

(2]

Above tender available on IREPS site i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in

E-TENDER NOTICE

Sr. DEN/II/MB acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tenders
against Tender No. 223-DRM-MB-21-22 closing date 12.04.2022 16:00 hrs.

Name of | Hiring of Multi Utility Vehicle for SSE/P.Way & SSE/W for two years
work under Sr. DEN/II/MB.

Cost of work | ¥59,26,247.77/- | Earnest Money | 1,18,500/-

Tender closing date/time [12.04.2022 16:00 hrs. | Tender Cost | 5000/

Bidding Start Date [ 29.03.2022 | Period of Completion | 24 Months
Bidders will be able to submit their original/revised bids upto closing date and time
only. Manual offers are not allowed against this tender, and any such manual offer
received shall be ignored. For detail Information please log www.ireps.gov.in.
Contractors are allowed to make payment against this tender towards tender
document cost and earnest money only through online payment modes available on
IREPS portal like net banking, debit card, credit card etc. Manual payments through
demand draft, Banker's cheque, Deposit receipts, FDR etc. are not allowed.

Tender No.: 223-DRM-MB-21-22 Dated: 28.03.2022 658/22

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH, CHANDIGARH

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Online percentage rate bids are re-invited on behalf of the Director, PGIMER, Chandigarh
from the specialized agencies dealing in similar type of work on three bid system (Eligibility
Bid, Technical Bid and Financial Bid).

General public is hereby informed
that one unidentified dead body of
male Namely: Unknown S/o:
Unknown, R/o : Unknown, Age:
About 30-35 years, Height: 5'6”,
Complexion: Shallow, Face: Oval,
Wearing: Blue colour jeans and blue
and white check T-Shirt, who was
found at KM Pole No. 26/11, 26/13,
UP Main Line near PF No. 2, Narela,
Delhi. In this regard a case DD No.
9A dated 23.03.2022 has been registered at PS:
Subzi Mandi Railway Station, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about the
above deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned
on the following address or telephone nos.

Sd/- SHO

K ISSING/HIDNA

IVl|||

General Public is hereby informed that
one person Namely: Mohd. Sebul, S/o
Mohd. Lateeful, R/o: C-4/386, LNJP
Colony, Ranjeet Singh Marg, New Delhi has
| been missing/ kidnapped since July 2018

& | from GB Pant Hospital, Delhi in the
jurisdiction of P.S. |.P. Estate, Delhi In this
regard a case vide DD No. 70-A, dated
16.03.2022 has been lodged at P.S. I.P. Estate, New Delhi. The
description of the missing/ kidnapped male is as under: Age: 35
years, Height: 5’5", Face: Round, Complexion: Wheatish, Built:
Medium, Wearing: Unknown Clothes. Sincere efforts have been
made by local police to trace out the missing person but no clue has
come to light so far. Any person having any information or clue about
this missing person kindly inform to the following.

Website: http//cbi.nic.in
E-mail Id - cic@cbi.gov.in

NIT No. PGI/Engg/RAC/2022/137 . - - .

Name of Work Augmentation of Air Conditioning (HVAC) System in APC P s SUbZI Mandl Rly Stn’ Delhl Ph.: 011-24368638’ 24368641 SHO
Heah (SPH{Boing. POMER, Crandigath. " Mobile No. 8750871303, | | Fax No. 011-24368639 P.S. I. P. Estate, Delhi

o 563 s DP/85/RLY/2022 8130710331 & 7678485707 | | DP/1335/CD/2022 Ph.: 011- 23370928, 8750870426

Earnest Money Rs. 11.26 Lakhs

Twelve Months

01.04.2022 at 15.00 hrs.
11.04.2022 upto 15.00 hrs.
12.04.2022 upto 12.00 hrs.

Period of Completion
Date & time of pre bid meeting

Last date and time of submission of bid

Date and time for submission of original EMD as
uploaded

12.04.2022 at 15.00 hrs.
To be intimated later.

Date and time of opening of Eligibility Bid
Date and time of opening of technical bid

The tender forms and other details can be obtained from the website: www.eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app and offi-
cial website of the PGIMER www. pgimer.edu.in. Press notice is also available on www.eprocure.gov.in.
anlraclo_rs are requested to get their firm regisler_ed on the website www.eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app for par-
l\c;;ﬁl/l;gal:w e-tendering process. (Helpdesk for registering 9988447883). Hospital Engineer (RAC)

Appeal for Identification

General Public s hereby informed ]
that an one male peraan wes found i
dead LWJF Heospital Delhio dated
15.03.20232. Oasing 1he Ireatment
decianed broaghl dead by doclos, In
thes regard DO No, 234 dated
16.03,2022 has bean Iodged at PS.
Hamla Market, Delhi. The dead
body has been preservad for
identficetion at MAMC  Mortuany,
Deind for ¥2 hra. The descrption of
the dend body @5 given as under Mame: Lnkonwn,
Sip:Unkonwn, Rito-Unkonwn, Age: sbout 30 wears,
Haight: 5'4°, Complexion: Sallow, Face: Long, Built:
Thin, Wearlng: Grey colour pant and blue disposable
Govwen of LMJE Hospilal.

Sincere effars have been mace by [osal police 1o race cul the dead
person bul ne chie hes come 16 Bght 50 tan ITany ora having eny
inlormatian about fhis dead persen pesss infom indersigned i

P.5. Kamia Market. Delhi
Ph. : 099-23230623, 23233743

DPA341/C0/E022

General Public is hereby informed thata
male dead body Name: Bharat, S/o
Ghananand, R/o: Unknown, Age:
About 40 vyears, Height: 5'7",
Complexion: Shallow, Face : Long
Built: Thin, Wearing Upper &
Lower: Off White upper, was found
in Safdarjung hospital on 23.03.2022
Delhi. In this regard DD No. 30-A,

Dt. 23.03.2022 has been lodged in PS Safdarjung
Enclave, Delhi.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace
out information about this person but no clue has come
tolightsofar.
Any, person having any information or clue about this
person may kindly inform to the following. SHO
P.S., Safdarjung Enclave, Delhi
Ph. : 011-24106345,

DP/1109/SW/2022 24106347

Government of Jharkhand
Directorate of Food & Consumer Affairs

3rd Floor, JSFC Bhawan, Kadru, Ranchi -834002
DIRECTORATE OF FOOD AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS
GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND, RANCHI

Letter No -525 Dated — 28/03/2022
Corrigendum Notice
Reference to EOI No:-179 Dated— 03-02-2022 and PR
No:- 264718 regarding installation of Automated, Multi
Commodity, Grain Dispensing Machine popularly (Grain

ATM) on a pilot project basis, in the state of Jharkhand.
Following Amendment are hereby Authorised.

Last date for Submission of EOI Response
Document via email

Rest all the Terms and Conditions of the EOI remains
unchanged. Detailed EOI maybe Downloaded from the
Website of Department https://www.jharkhand.gov.in/food ->
Tender and Corrigendum. Any changes/modification in the
EOI will be posted on the same.

Sd/-, Director

Directorate of Food & Consumer Affairs
PR 267129 Directorate of Food and Consumer Affairs(21-22)#D

08.04.2022

—_—

General public is here by informed that this
Person Namely: Rahul, S/o Maha Dev, R/o
WZ-70 Jawala Heri Market, Paschim Vihar
Delhi. Age: 27 years, Height: 57", Complexion:
Wheatish, Face: Long, Wearing: Brown
Jacket, White Shirt, Blue Jeans, Black Sports
Shoes. in Feet, has been missing since
17.01.2022 from the area of PS. Paschim Vihar East, Delhi.

In this regard a DD No. 105-A dated 18.01.2022 has been
registered at P.S. Paschim Vihar East,, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this person but no clue has come to light sofar.
Any person having any information or clue about this person
kindly inform to the following.
E-Mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Website: http://chi.nic.in

Fax: 011-24368639

Ph: 011-24368638, 24368641

l"nl'-.l

SHO

PS. Paschim Vihar East, Delhi
Ph. 011-25267286, 7065036131
DP/1553/0D/2022

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Procurement Tender Notice No.: 33/P-69/2021-22/TMC/HQ/NCR/Prayagraj

OPEN TENDER NOTICE ~ Pated: 25.03.2022

On behalf of the President of India, Principal Chief Engineer, North Central Railway,
Subedarganj, Prayagraj-211015 invites the following E-Procurement Tenders:

The complete information along with tender document of this E-Procurement
Tender are available in website on http://ireps.gov.in. upto 15:00 hrs. of the due
date of tender opening).

Tender
SN No.

Date of
Opening

Earnest
Money

Tender

Brief D ipti
rief Description Value

Conveyor Belts.

Details of description, make and
1 TMC  |quantity as per tender document
11352122 [Acceptable Make: Plasser,
Dunlop, Nirion, MRF, MR,
Virshubh, Biswas & Jagriti Only]

Quantity: As per Annexure

R 7,77,093/-% 15,600/-|22.04.2022

Note: (1) The complete information along with Tender document of above E-
Procurement Tender is available on website https://ireps.gov.in. Up to 15:00 hrs.
On the due date of tender opening. (2) Following condition has been included in
Tender Document vide Railway Board Letter No. 2001/RS(g)/779/7 Pt 1 Dated:
29.06.2017 "Whenever tender is floated with purchase restriction from sources
approved by nominated authorities and there exists a suspected cartel situation by
approved sources or the rates available from approved/sources are adjudged
unreasonably high, despite fair efforts as permissible, the purchaser reserves the
right to place order on firms outside the approved vendors list, without any
restrictions". (3) Bids other than in the form of E-Bids shall not be accepted against
above Tenders. For this purpose, venders are required to get themselves registered
with IREPS website along with class Il Digital signature certificates issued by CCA
under IT Act-2000. (4) This tender notice has also been uploaded on
www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in. (5) Allocation for Security deposit and Earnest
money is “Deposit Misc stores 00844523. (6) In case of any difficulty helpdesk
available on the website of IREPS may be approached. 333/22 (A)

E] North central railways www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in E] @CPRO NCR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
RWS&S DIVISION, BALASORE
Tel: 06782-262249, Fax: 262931,

email: eerwss_bls@nic.in, eerwssbls @gmail.com.

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

THROUGH e-Tendering

Identification No. 59 Dt. 25-03-2022
The Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Balasore on behalf of the
Governor of Odisha invites bids from bidders of eligible class registered with
the Odisha State Government and bidders of equivalent Grade / Class
registered with Central Government / MES / Railways for the works detailed
in the table below to be eventually drawn up in P1 contract with design and
execution of the following Piped Water Supply Projects.
1. Nos. of Work : 39 Nos RPWS schemes in Balasore district

&
o

0-1879

(Clubbed-up).
2. Estimated cost 1 Rs. 239.71 lakhs to Rs. 502.06 lakhs
3. Period of completion : 330 days
4. Availability of bid documentin  : Dt. 07.04.2022 at 16.00 hours to 21.04.2022
Portal up to 17.00 hours through online.
5. Seeking of Clarification : Dt. 07.04.2022 at 10.00 hours to Dt.

18.04.2022 up to 15.00 hours

: Dt. 22.04.2022 at 11.00 hours in the O/O
EE, RWSS Division, Balasore.

: Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division,
Balasore

6. Date of opening of Bid

7. Name and address of the
Officer Inviting Tender
Bid Cost & Bid Security will be receipt through electronic payment by NEFT

/ RTGS.

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal-
https://tendersorissa.gov.in
Sd/-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
RWS&S DIVISION, BALASORE.
OIPR- 25013/11/0022/2122

HOME DEPARTMENT (PORTS & TRANSPORT)
MAHARASHTRA MARITIME BOARD
Indian Mercantile Chambers, 3rd Floor, 14 Ramjibhai
Kamani Marg, Ballard Estate, Mumbai-400001.
Tel.:022-22658375, Fax: 022-22614331

T favm (S o uRtae)
g T Se, 3% HeE, ¥ TS HAA AH,
e T, G ~¥oooo
G F.: 033-RR&ULTSY, HH Fs 03332623

Website : https://mahammb.maharashtra.gov.in

E-Tender Notice - (Year 2021-2022) (Second Call)

Main Portal: mahatenders.gov.in
Departmental Portal : www.mahammb.maharashtra.gov.in

Email : ccommb@gmail.com

Digitally signed E-Tender for work “Maintenance Dredging at Navigation
Channel of Mora, 2021-22” Invited by Maharashtra Maritime Board,
Mumbai.

Sr. Name of Work Estimated Earnest Blank Tender

No. cost of the Money form amount in
work in Rs. | Deposit in Rs. Rs.

1. |Maintenance 3,48,14,205/-| 1,74,100/- 2,360/-

Dredging at
Navigation Channel
of Mora, 2021-22.

The details can be viewed online and downloaded directly from the
Government of Maharashtra E-Tendering Protal https://mahatenders.gov.in
from 28.03.2022 at 1100 hours (IST) onwards.

The right to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reson is

Appeal for Identification

| General Public is hereby informed that

| (Uttrakhand), Age: Approx. 78 years,
Height: 5'5", Complexion: Wheatish,
™| Built: Thin, Face: Oval, Hair : White, ID
Mark: Tattoo of "= " on right hand
Wearing : Pink T-Shirt and White half
pant has been found in Rain Basera
No.136, near Mori Gate Gole Chakkar,

Kashmere Gate, Delhi. In this regard, aDD No. 41-A, U/s 174
CrPC dated 24.03.2022 has been lodged at PS Kashmere
Gate, Delhi.

The Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace
out information about this person but no clue has come to light
sofar.

Any, person having any information or clue about this person
may kindly inform to the following. SHO

P.S., Kashmere Gate, Delhi

reserved. DP/2125/N/2022  Ph. : 011-23967889, 8750870123
Sd/-
Marine Engineer & Chief Surveyor

DGIPR/2021-22/C-5479 Maharashtra Maritime Board, Mumbai. WESTERN RAILWAY
CONSTRUCTION OF ROB AND
DELHI JAL BOARD; GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI . M:S‘C:foL:NFou(SCWC’tRKt,S |
2 eputy Chief Engineer (Construction),
u OFFICE OF THE CE (SDW)'NW THROUGH - Western Railway, Ratlam (MP) invites
] EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SDW)-IV offer through E-tender portal
SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT KONDLI, KONDLI, DELHI-110096 | ===k ;’W‘t"’-irefps-gf"%i’l‘l Uf‘de[ TdWO _Ilf’ac:et
) . e q -y ystem for the following tender: Tender
Ph: 011-22613156, Mob.:9650290862 E-mail: eesdw4.djb@nic.in No.: RTM/DINL/Dy.CE(C)ROB/100.
PREES Tender Notice - N .I. T. No. 26 (2021-22)/EE (SDW)-IV Name of Work: Construction of Road
S. Description of work Date of Uploading on E- Estimated cost/ | Tender | Date of Opening of Over Bridge at Km: 10.112, Near
No. Procurement solution / Tender ID | Earnest Money Fee Tender Chandwana Village between Dahod

1. |Fabrication supply fixing testing and
commissioning of bar screen in the sewage
incoming Chambers at Kondli Gharoli S P S

26-03-2022/
2022_DJB_219693_1

59300/

and Katwara Section on Open
Foundation and Super Structure with
Composite Girders including

08-04-2022

Rk at03.15 PM

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1818 (2021-22)

For further details in this regard can be seen at https:/govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

STOP CORONA - "Wash Your Hand, Wear Mask & Maintain Social Distance"

Approaches using RE Walls, Earthwork,
Road Work and Miscellaneous Works
in Connection with Dahod-Indore New
BG Line Project of Ratlam Division -
Western Railway. NIT Cost:
%14,09,88,782.94. EMD: % 8,55,000/-. Bid
Submission Closing Date: 29/04/2022 up

Sd/-
(R. K. Kaushik)
Executive Engineer (SDW)-IV

Office of Executive Eng

Drinking
Very Short Tender e-Procurement Notice

ter & Sanitation Division, Hazaribag

to 15.00 hrs. Bid Opening Date:
29/04/2022 at 15.30 hrs. The date of
tender, terms & conditions and scope of
work are uploaded and are available only
in electronic format in our website

www.ireps.gov.in 0829

Banhe (Sub Zone - 03) 1.40 Lakh Litre
capacity with 10 M staging, Staff Quarter,
Compound wall, Supplying and laying Raw,
Pure Water rising main and Distribution
Network, House Connection, Highway
Crossing, Supplying and Installation of
Centrifugal pump motor and Five years
operation & maintenance with allied works
etc. all complete job for Hazaribag Block Full
Coverage Rural Water Supply Scheme,
Under D. W. &S. Division Hazaribag on
turnkey basis.”

st
1" Call _ Follow us on:E%3 twitter.com/WesternRly
Tender reference:-HZB/JJM/Hazaribag/31/2021-22(1" call) Date :- 26.03.2022
Value of Bid Cost of . NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY
SL. Name of the work wor.k Secur_lty Tender Time O.f
No. (Rs in (Rs. in Paper (Rs) Completion OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
Lakhs) | Lakhs) Dy.CME/Works for Chief
Detailed survey, designing and drawing, v Orks tor e
Construction of 2.10 MLD, 4.80 MLD & 4.20 Workshop Manager, N. E.
MLD capacity Water Treatment Plant, ESR at Railway, Mechanical Workshop,
Rola 5.70 Lakh Litre capacity with 18 M Gorakhpur for and on behalf of
staging, ESR at Sudaro (Sub Zone - 01) 2.20 President of India invites open
Lakh Litre capacity with 20 M staging, ESR at tender through on line (E-
Harli (Sub Zone - 02) 6.50 Lakh Litre Tendering) for the following work-
capacity with 12 M staging, ESR at Meru S.No.:- 1. E-Tender Notice No. &
(Sub Zone - 03) 4.40 Lakh Litre capacity with N.amé. of the work:- Tender Nlo ~
14 M staging, ESR at Banaso (Sub Zone - " . won :
01) 9.00 Lakh Litre capacity with 20 M 49-GKP-MWS-2021-22" "Retro
staging, ESR at Urgi (Sub Zone - 02) 0.90 30 Months + fitment of lavatory window with
1. | Lakh Litre capacity with 10 M staging, ESR at | 5862.52 58.63 10,000.00 | 03 Months louver arrangement in LHB

coaches at Mechanical Workshop,
Gorakhpur, as per Scope of Work,
CAl & Drawing attached".,
Estimated cost (in Rs.):-
9991296.00, Earnest Money (in
Rs.):- 199800.00, Last date of
tender submission:- Date
25.04.2022 Upto 11.00 Hrs., Cost
of the Tender forms:- Zero,
Period of Contract:- 12
Months.,The details of above

(Trial and run)

2. |Date of Tender uploading in website

Date:- 31.03.2022 up to 02:00 PM

tenders are also available on

3. |Date of Pre-bid Meeting
Ranchi

Date:- 05.04.2022 at 12:30 PM in the office of
Engineer-in-Chief, D. W. & S. Department Jharkhand

Indian Railway website:
www.ireps.gov.in

4. |Last date receipt of Bid

Date:- 16.04.2022 upto 05.00 PM

Dy. CME/Works

Last date submission cost of BOQ and EMD (in Hazaribag

hard copy) Hazaribag

Date:- 18.04.2022 upto 04.00 PM in the office of the
1. Executive Engineer, D. W. & S. Division,

2. Superintending Engineer, D.W.& S. Circle,

3. Regional Chief Engineer, D.W. & S. Department
Ranchi Zone, Ranchi

Mechanical Workshop
CPRO/Mech-87 Gorakhpur
About any p amenity lai

SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955
Do Not Smoke Bidi/Cigarette in train

Date of opening tender

Date:- 19.04.2022 upto 03.00 PM

7. |Name and address of office inviting tender

Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation
Division, Hazaribag

8. | Name and address of tender opening officer

Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation
Division, Hazaribag

9. |Contact no of e-procurement office 06546-262291

16 Helpline No. of e-procurement cell 0651-2480345

I) Estimated Cost & EMD Cost may be changed.

iif)Further details can be seen on website- http:
PR 267153 (Drinking Water and Sanitation) 21-22 (D)

i1)Only Registered contractor in this department participate in said tender.
/}}harkhandtenders.gov.in

Executive Engineer
D.W. & S. Division, Hazaribag

)
OFFICE OF ADDITIONAL PROJECT DIRECTOR P.W.D. P.1.U. GWALIOR M.P. {ﬁ; DISTRICT P°|_-|°E HEADQUART_ERS _ SAM_BA (J&K)
Telephone 0751-4008851 Email: apdpiu gwalior@gmail.com e E'mg'I:;pg:n‘:zgn@;?;ﬁllli‘g:gz??nw""
NIT NO 06/2022/tender/G/APD-Gwalior Dated 07.03.2022 Ph./Fax No:- 01923-246100
Online bids for the following works are invited from registered contractors and firms of repute fulfilling registration criteria:
NO|[ ON LINE NAME OF WORK DISTRICT | PROBABLE | EARNEST MONEY | COST OF BID | PERIOD OF COMPLETION LOOK OUT NOTICE
TENDER NO AMOUNT IN | DEPOSIT (EMD) | DOCUMENT | (IN MONTHS I/C RAINY ) ) ) .
LAC RS. (INRS.) SEASON) On 21.03.2022, an information was received at P/S Vijaypur
3 5 3 2 5 5 - 3 through reliable source that one unknown lady age 20/21 years
1 [2022_PWPIU_|CONSTRUCTION OF PARKING SHED, RENOVATION OF MAIN GATE AND PAVER BLOCK WORK AT GOVT MJS BHIND 21.37 LAC 42740/- 5000/- 02 MONTH found dead below Tarore bridge, Vijaypur. On this information,
193126 1 COLLEGE BHIND M.P. FIRST CALL. Inquest proceeding initiated at P/S Vijaypur vide DDR No. 23 dated
2 |2022_PWPIU_|CONSTRUCTION OF AYUSH AUSHDHALAY SUKAND WITH WATER SULLY, SANITARY AND ELECTRIFICATION BHIND 29.18 LAC 50,000/- 5000/ 6 MONTH 21.03.2022. Dead body of the deceased lady was taken into police
193144_1 WORK DISTRICT BHIND M.P. FIRST CALL custody for post-mortem and kept in Mortuary Room in GMC
3 [2022_PWPIU_ [CONSTRUCTION OF CARDIOLOGY BLOCK AT J.P. GROUP OF HOSPITAL CAMPUS GWALIOR M.P. FIRST CALL GWALIOR | 194.69 LAC 194690/ 12500/ 12 MONTH Jammu for identification. Efforts on the part of District Police Samba
192687_1 are being going on to identify the dead body but not clue has been
4 [2022_PWPIU_|CONSTRUCTION OF GOVT HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING AT RESHMILL DISTRICT GWALIOR MP SECOND CALL GWALIOR 97.60 LAC 97600/~ 10000/~ 12 MONTH struct out till date. ) )
192584_1 As such, photograph of dead body are being published for
5 [2022_PWPIU_[SUPERVISION QUALITY CONTROL SERVICES FOR CONSTRUCTION OF VARIOUS BUILDING WORKS UNDER GWALIOR | 9084.00 LAC 181680/~ 12500/~ 12 MONTH information of Police Establishments/General Public so that the
192439_1 PWD, P.I.U. GWALIOR THIRD CALL same could be identified. The description/Photograph of
6 |2022_PWPIU_|CONSTRUCTION OF PRIMARY HEALTH CARE CENTRE BUILDING AT BEHAT BLOCK MORAR DISTT GWALIOR GWALIOR | 131.00 LAC 131000/ 12500/- 12 MONTH deceased lady is as under:-
192313_1 M.P. THIRD CALL
7 |2022_PWPIU_[CONSTRUCTION OF BOUNDARY WALL FOR PROPOSED FAMILY AND OTHER COURT BEHIND EOW CAMPUS GWALIOR 95.19 LAC 95190/~ 10000/~ 09 MONTH
192333 1 JUDICIARY QUATERS AT OHADPUR HILL AND BACK SIDE OF HIGH COURT CAMPUS GWALIOR M.P. FIRST CALL
8 [2022_PWPIU_|SUPPLY AND FIXING OF GODREJ INTERIO FURNITURE FOR JOINT TEHIL BUILDING BADONI DISTT DATIA M.P. DATIA 6157 LAC 61570/~ 10000/- 03 MONTH
192431_1 FIRST CALL SECOND CALL
9 [2022_PWPIU_|PROVIDING AND FIXING OF GODREJ INTERIO FURNITURE FOR JOINT TEHSIL OFFICER SUB TREASURY SUB TIKAMGARH | 5851 LAC 58510/- 10000/- 45 DAY
192419 1 REGISTRAR OFFICER BUILDING IN BADAGAON DISTT TIKAMGARH M.P. SECOND CALL
10 |2022_PWPIU_ |PROVIDING FIXING OF FURNITURE FOR COMPOSITE BUILDING FOR SDM SDO TEHSIL SUB TEASURY SUB MORENA 96.93 LAC 96930/- 10000/- 45 Day
192349 _1 REGISTRAR PATWARI HALL AT JOURA DISTT MORENA MP FIRST CALL
11 [2022_PWPIU_ |[PROJECT MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR CONSTRUCTION OF VARIOUS BUILDING WORKS CHHATARPUR | 7401.00 LAC 148000/~ 12500/~ 24 MONTH
192339 1 UNDER PWD PIU CHHATARPUR
12 [2022_PWPIU_ |PREPARATION OF DPRS OF VARIOUS BUILDING WORKS IN THE YEAR OF 2021-22 IN PWD PIU CHHATARPUR | CHHATARPUR | 3000.00 LAC 60000/~ 10000/- 24 MONTH
192331_1 M.P. SECOND CALL . ) A
- Any information related to the unidentified female dead body may be
(1) INTERESTED BIDDERS CAN VIEW THE NIT ON WEBSITE HTTPS:/MPTENDERS.GOV.IN communicated on following contacts:-
(2) AMENDMENTS TO NIT, IF ANY, WOULD BE PUBLISHED ON WEBSITE ONLY, AND NOT IN NEWSPAPER 1. PCR Samba -01923-246333, 9622071045.
(3) THE BID SUBMISSION CLOSING DATE 07.04.2022 2. SSP Samba’s email ID : sspsamba@jkpolice.gov.in
4) TECHNICAL BID OPENING DATE 08.04.2022 1 . . . Poli i ij -
(4) TECHNIC o G 08.04.20 HRT q T B a9 wga Gﬂ\’?&, sd/ 3. Police Station Vijaypur — 9622057319 sus
(V.K. ARAKH) No. CB/Look/2022/9972 . el
EiCa AT, Ah Ug-T aﬁ'{ ITqATT ‘cﬁ‘ T T:gﬁ | ADDITIONAL PROJECT DIRECTOR Dated :- 25.03.2022 Sr. Superintendent of Police,
G- 24330/21 PWD PIU GWALIOR DIPJ-14900 Samba
N N N BN N N New Delhi N N
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SECTOR WATCH
DIGITAL TRANSACTIONS

PRANAVMUKUL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

MONTHLY TRANSACTION vo-
lumes of UPl are likely to cross
the 5-billion-mark this month,
but have increasingly been fa-
cing glitches and failure rates.
According todata provided
by the National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI),in
February alone, State Bank of
India — the biggest in terms of
Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) volumes — saw 31.68
million transactions failed be-
cause of technical reasons,
such as unavailability of sys-
tems and network issues on
bank or NPCI side, over a base
of 1.24 billion transactions.
Ofthe total 4.83 billion tra-
nsactions on UPI last month,
69.96 million were declined
because of issues at the bank’s
or NPCI's end. For SBI, a year
agoinFebruary 2021,onabase
0f 656.92 million transactions,
only 7.88 million had declined
due to these problems.
Notably, NPCI saw its bigg-
est unscheduled downtime
this January, when the UPI
service was down for 187 min-
utes. The downtime had affec-
ted almostall UPlapps, includ-
inglarge players like PhonePe,
Google Pay. At the time, multi-
ple hardware failures came to-
gether to cause the glitch.
Sources in the banking in-
dustry said the UPI system’s
current overall capacity is desi-
gned to handle loads twice the
existing volumes but sudden
surges at peak timings may
overload a particular bank’s
systems, causing outages and
low transaction success rates.
“The capacity should ide-
allybe anywhere between 3-5
times of volumes that we wit-
ness right now. Building up
that capacity requires signifi-
cantinvestment ininfrastruc-

Glitches may spoil
I's 5-bn monthly
payments milestone

SBIVOLUMES

M As per data from
National Payments
Corporation of India,
in February alone,
State Bank of India —
the biggestin terms
of Unified Payments
Interface (UPI)
volumes —saw 31.68
million transactions
failed because of
technical reasons

ture,” a senior banking indus-
try official said, adding, “But
there is noincentive for banks
and even fintech companies to
invest into that infrastructure
because of a lack of commer-
cial opportunity in UPl arising
from zero MDR.”

The government had done
away with the merchant dis-
count rate (MDR) on UPI and
RuPay transactions from
January 2020 to promote dig-
ital payments through these
modes. However, after an ini-
tial support, the digital pay-
ments industry has been seek-
ing reinstatment of the MDR
regime. MDR is a percentage
of transaction made through
adigital means, and is paid by
the merchant to the bank, card
network or the payment gate-
way. Merchants often pass on
the MDR to the end-con-
sumers making the payment.

“There is an immense
growth potential in UPI but at
the volumes that are being
forecast for the near future, it
will increasingly become un-
sustainable for banks and fin-
techs to operate at zero MDR.
It is one of the reasons why
stakeholders are shying away
from making huge invest-
ments in upgrading the infra-
structure for the future,” the
official cited above said.

FPO bids: Ruchi Soya told
to let investors withdraw

Mumbai: The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)on
Monday asked Ruchi Soya
Industries to give the option toin-
vestors in the follow-on publicof-
fer (FPO) to withdraw their bids
due to “circulation of unsolicited
SMSs advertising the issue”.
Inadirective to the investment
bankers to theissue, Sebi has said
prima-facie the contents of the

unsolicited SMS appear to be
“misleading/fraudulent” and “not
in consonance” with Sebi regula-
tions. The window for withdrawal
will be available on March 28-30.

According to the notice by the
markets watchdog, an SMS is to
be sent to all the applicants of the
received bids, informing them of
the additional window of with-
drawal. ENS

INCLUDING MORE ELECTRONIC PRODUCTS

Proposal to widen hardware PLI
ambit sent to secretaries’ panel

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, MARCH?28

THE MINISTRY of Electronics and
Information Technology has sent
a proposal to the empowered
group of secretaries to include
more electronic products under
the production-linked incentive
(PLI) scheme for hardware,
sources said.

Asperthe proposal, apart from
electronic products such as lap-
tops, tablets, all-in-one-personal
computers,and servers, the planis
to include items like hearables
such as headphones, earphones,
ear-pods, and wearables such as
smart watches, smart GPS and fit-
ness trackers, an official said.

Aseparate new PLIscheme for
hearables, wearables and Internet
of Things (IoT) devicesis also likely
tobe announced before April end,

Apart from electronic

products such as laptops and
tablets, the planis toinclude
hearables and wearables. File

the official said.

“The empowered group of
secretaries is considering the pro-
posal right now. Given the respo-
nse inmost categories under har-
dware PLI schemes, we are
confident of attracting more glo-
bal players in newer segments,” a

senior government official said.

The empowered group of sec-
retaries, instituted in June 2020,
has been tasked with identifying
the bottlenecks in PLI schemes,
and acting as a coordinator be-
tween states and companies for
faster approvals, evaluating and
ensuring quick investments in PLI
schemes and overall turnaround
of projects.

Itis chaired by the Cabinet Sec-
retary,and has the Chief Executive
Officer of NITI Aayog, the secretar-
ies of Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade,
Department of Commerce,
Department of Revenue,
Department of Economic Affairs
and the Secretary of the con-
cerned ministry as its members.

Like other PLIschemes, thein-
centives for companiesin the tele-
com and networking equipment
manufacturing space will flow fol-

lowing the achievernent of a min-
imum threshold of cumulativein-
cremental investment, and incre-
mental sales of manufactured
goods, net of taxes, the official said.

LastyearinJuly, the IT Ministry
had approved atotal of 14 compa-
nies, including 10 domestic ones,
aseligible to participate in the PLI
scheme for laptops, tablets, all-in-
one-personal computers, and
servers.

The proposals of global laptop
and computer conglomerate Dell
and other electronic giants like
Wistron, Flextronics,and Foxconn
hadbeenapproved, while domes-
tic companies such as Lava
International, Dixon Technologies,
Bhagwati (the parent company of
Micromax), Neolync, Optiemus,
Netweb, Smile Electronics, VVDN
and Panache Digilife had also got
the approval to start manufactur-
ing under the PLI scheme.

Nearly 10% of aviation employees
lost jobs during Covid pandemic

Around 10% of the 1.9 lakh employees in India’s aviation sector
lost their jobs during the pandemic, Parliament was informed

Total number of employeesin
airports sector fell from 73,400 to
65,700 by December 31,2021,
Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia told the Rajya Sabha

Total number of airline employees
reduced from 74,800 as on March
31,2020,t065,600ason
December 31,2021

Compiled by ENS Economic Bureau

Passenger traffic, going ahead, is likely to witness year-on-year growth of 68-70% to 317-320 million in FY23, an Icra Ratings report noted

Zomato’s 10- mm delivery plan: Key concerns

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI,MARCH?28

ZOMATO'’S RECENT announce-
ment of carrying out food deliver-
iesin ten minutes is facing a back-
lash, with delivery worker unions,
lawmakers, restaurants, and the
police raising red flags. Stake-
holders from across the board
have raised concerns that the short
delivery timeline may put added
pressure on already overworked
delivery persons, potentially
prompting them toengage inrash
driving and traffic violations.

Working conditions
Zomatoaims to fulfil quick 10-
minute deliveries out of a “finish-
ing stations’ network” located in
close proximity to high-demand
customer neighbourhoods, start-
ing with four such stations in
Gurgaonunder a pilot project. The
company’s claims that it will not
putany pressure ondelivery work-
ers to deliver faster has not been
enough to assuage concerns
around the working conditions of

AZomato delivery executive
in Mumbai. File

gig workers.

In a strong response
against Zomato’s move,
the Telangana Gig and
Platform Workers Union
said thatZomato should
lookatitsdelivery work-
ers “as human beings”
and not as “data points”
for an algorithm to manage. The
union represents more than
30,000 workers engaged in gig
work with companies likeZomato,
Swiggy, Uber and Ola.

Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram, who had earlier
raised concerns around lack of so-
cial security benefits available for

EXPLAINED

MINISTER OF STATE FOR FINANCE PANKAJ CHAUDHARY IN PARLIAMENT

GST evasion: 395 cr recovered from 11 crypto bourses

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE GOVERNMENT has recov-
ered Rs 95.86 crore from 11 cryp-
tocurrency exchanges — includ-
ing the likes of WazirX, CoinDCX
and CoinSwitch Kuber — where
taxauthorities detected evasiona
total Rs 81.54 crore in Goods and
Service Tax (GST), Minister of State
for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary in-
formed Parliament.

The recovered amount in-
cludes the evaded GST withinter-
estand penaltiesonit, Chaudhary
noted in his response to awritten

— BRIEFLY —

reply to the Lok Sabha.
According to Chaudhary, the
largest evasion amount detected
was at Binance-owned exchange
WazirX’s parent company Zanmai
Labs worth Rs 40.51 crore, fol-
lowed by CoinDCX which evaded
Rs 15.7 crore, and CoinSwitch
Kuber which evaded Rs 13.76
crore. Buy Ucoin, Unocoin, Flitpay,
Zeb IT Services Pvt Ltd, Secure
Bitcoin Traders Pvt Ltd, Giottus
Technologies, Awlencan Inno-
vations India Pvt Ltd (ZebPay),and
Discidium Internet Labs were the
remaining exchanges, that
Chaudhary said had evaded GST.
The scrutiny by tax authorities

on crypto exchanges for allegedly
evading taxes first came tolightin
January this year after the Central
GST-MumbaiZonerevealedithad
detected GST evasion of Rs 40.5
crore by Zanmai Labs for failing to
pay the indirect tax on commis-
sions earned in WazirX's native to-
ken WRX. At the time, the com-
pany had said that it had no
intention of evading GST and that
there was an “ambiguity in thein-
terpretation of one of the compo-
nents whichled toa different cal-
culation of GST paid”.

Some exchanges like WazirX,
forinstance, charge acommission
on peer-to-peer crypto transac-

tions and count that as revenue
while others like CoinSwitch
Kuber also function as a broker
and buy and sell cryptocurrency
tousers. “Thereisanissuein calcu-
lating the precise taxamount due
to confusion over the tax applica-
ble on different business models
adopted by cryptocurrency firms,”
said a personatacryptoexchange.
Currently under the GST
regime, there is not a clear classi-
fication of cryptocurrenciesand a
GSTof 18 per centis levied only on
services provided by crypto ex-
changes and is categorised as fi-
nancial services.  Fullreporton
wwwi.indianexpress.com

War impact on coal: High global

UStraveladvisory

New York: The US Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and State
Department on Monday
eased government Covid
travel ratings for India and
some other nations. The
CDCssaid it updated India to
‘Level 1: Low’ from ‘Level 3:
High'. REUTERS

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,MARCH?28

A SHARP uptick in international
and domestic coal pricesduetothe
ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflictis
set to impact import-dependent
power producers as well as steel,
cementand aluminium producers.

Icra has estimated that im-
ported coal prices are set torise 45-
55 per cent in the first quarter of
the upcoming fiscal as non-
Russian coal supplies would notbe
able to compensate for the short-
age in Russian supplies of coal. It
added a coal shortage was likely
unless Coal Indiais able toramp up

Assochamrejig

New Delhi: ReNew Power’s
founder chairman Sumant
Sinhatookover as president
of Assocham. SpiceJet CMD
Ajay Singhis the new senior
vice-president. PTI

domestic coal production to 700
million tonnesin the next fiscal, up
fromabout 601 MTin FY21.

prices may lead to domestic crunch

A shortage of domestic coal
stocks at thermal power plants
had last year led to rolling power

Price of Austra- cuts across states
lian coal for March and forced dis-
delivery hit an all- RUSSIAN coms to procure
time high of about INVASION power from ex-
$330 per tonne. o changes at record
Price of domestic “ = | highprices.
coal has also risen i B “... steel com-
sharply in spot e- LT ] panies may be
auctions conducted iﬂ,h‘,:: j‘iﬂ ,_ﬁ.' | abletopassitonto
by tlgloal lpdla Ltd, IN UKRAINE consurﬁletr;t”[’h%y
with premiums over —— generally trytoab-
baseline prices setby sorbitwhenthere

Coal India reaching an all-time
high of 270 per cent in February,
which have reportedly risen to
about 300 per cent in March.

is not enough demand but when
the demand increases they tend
to pass it on,” said DK Pant, chief
economist at India Ratings.

gig workers in Parliament, called
Zomato's 10 minute delivery pilot
“absurd”. Chidambaram has also
sent a letter to the publicly listed
company demandinginformation
on the average daily earnings of
Zomato’s delivery workers and
whether it has evaluated if the in-
centives posed to its delivery
workers hasled to hazardous con-
sequences like rash driving and
flouting of traffic rules.
Madhya Pradesh Home
Minister Narottam Mishra hasalso
said that the quick de-
livery timeline would
resultin its delivery
workersviolating traf-
ficrules.

® Traffic risks

Onits part,Zomato
has said that to complete a quick
delivery, workers will typically
drive between 3-6 minutes with
an average speed of around 20
kilometres per hour, to quell con-
cerns that its delivery workers
would engage in rash driving to
stick to the 10 minute timeline. But
that assurance has not been

enough. National General
Secretary of the Telangana Gigand
Platform Workers Union Shaik
Salauddin said while promoting
fast deliveries, companies like
Zomato “wash off their hands by
concealing how they structure the
workto portray asif delivery work-
ersareindependently engagingin
traffic violations and hazardous
driving conditions risking them-
selves and the other pedestrians
ontheroad”. He said thatitwasin-
centive driven work conditions
that these platforms employ
“which incites the delivery work-
ers to chase those incentives tar-
gets and motivates them to resort
tosuchacts”. Restaurants are also
sceptical about the quality of food
that can be delivered within 10
minutes. “Preparation of fresh food
atrestaurantsis a culinary art and
in this race of faster turnaround
times, we are concerned that the
essence of the food industry
should not be lost,” Prakul Kumar,
general secretary of the National
Restaurants Association of India,
said. Full report on

www.indianexpress.com

International market data till 1900 IST

Shopee shuts India
ops after 6-mth stint

SOUMYARENDRABARIK &
PRANAVMUKUL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

LESS THAN six months after it
launched in India, social com-
merce platform Shopee is exiting
the country citing “global market
uncertainties”. The platform,
owned by Singapore-based con-
sumer internet company Sea
Group, had become one of the
most downloaded apps on Google
Play Store shortly after its launch.

Theexitalsocomesjustovera
month after Sea Group-owned
gaming app Garena Free Fire was
banned by the government. “In
view of global market uncertain-
ties, we have decided to close our
early-stage Shopee India initia-
tive,” aShopee spokesperson said.

The company will cease oper-
ations effective Tuesday 12 am, ac-
cording to sources, who said that
allorders placed uptillthen on the
platform will be completed.

One of the sources cited above
said Shopee has written a mail to
the sellers onits platform inform-
ing them about shutting down
operations in India. “All services
on the Shopee Seller Centre, in-
cluding payment withdrawal and
disputes for returns, will be avail-
able through the existing channels
until 30 May,” the source said,
adding that the platform’s logis-
tics partners will continue to pick
up and deliver all ongoing orders,

HIGH DOWNLOADS

M The social commerce
platform was among
the most downloaded
app on Google Play
Store soon after launch

and will process return deliveries.
Shopee was emerging as a
chief competitor to social com-
merce platforms like Softbank-
backed Meesho and Flipkart
Group’s Shopsy,inasegment tar-
geting cheaper goods being or-
dered in bulk for reselling.
During its stint in India, be-
sides the heat on Sea Group
through the banning of Garena
FreeFire, Shopee had runinto sev-
eral hurdles. Earlier this year, an
FIRwas filed against the company
in Lucknow after a complainant
alleged duplicate products being
delivered from the platform.
Further,acomplaint wasalso filed
against Shopee with the
Competition Commission of India
for indulging in “deep discount-
ing”. The antitrust body earlier this
month dismissed the complaint.
Shopee also faced opposition
from a group of local traders led
by the Confederation of All India
Traders, which had called foraban
of the platform and had also writ-
ten to Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman alleging violations of
India’s FDI rules by the company.

Steepest price cap rise for
over 800 drugs, devices

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

THE NATIONAL Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority (NPPA) has an-
nounced an annual change of
10.76 per cent in the Wholesale
Price Index (WPI), which could
translate into the steepest price
increases for over 800 scheduled
drugs and medical devices in the
National List of Essential
Medicines (NLEM).

The announcement

In an order dated March 25,
the NPPA said: “Based on the
Wholesale Price Index data pro-
vided by the Office of the
Economic Advisor, Department
for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, the an-
nual change in the WPI works

outas 10.76607% during the cal-
endar year 2021 over the corre-
sponding period of 2020”. Every
year, the authority announces
the WPI change in accordance
with the Drugs (Price Control)
Order, 2013, or DPCO, 2013.

Constituents of NLEM
Some of the most common
drugs and medical devices in-
cluding paracetamol tablets,
azithromycin tablets, oral rehy-
dration salts, glucose injections,
contraceptives like copper IUDs,
condoms, insulin injections,
Vitamin C tablets and multivita-
min tablets.
These drugs constitute about
18 per cent of India’s aggregate
domestic pharmaceutical retail
market of nearly Rs 1.5 lakh
crore,
Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

JRAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LIMITED

CIN- U40102RJ2000SGC016484 (A Govt. of Rajasthan Undertaking)

0/o SE (Fuel), 205, Dreamax Plaza, Sahkar Marg, Jaipur-302005
E-TENDER NOTICE : TN-16(RVU2122GLOB02259)

Online tenders are invited for Supply of Indian Origin domestic coal for|
Suratgarh-SC and Chhabra-SC Thermal Power Stations. Tender details are
available on websites http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in (for e-tender),
www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/rvunl & www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in.
RVUN/PR-3648

Raj.samwad/C/21/13448

Superintending Engineer (Fuel)

NOTICE FOR INVITATION OF

E TENDER (NIT)

- YEAR 2022-23

Vivekanand Medical Foundation & Research Centre, Latur, Maharashtra
invites Tenders for 'Desktop Computer and Accessories' as mentioned in
the below table for Vivekanand Cancer Hospital. The tender Would be
publish on Friday, 1* April 2022 at 10 AM IST.

Sr. No.

Name of the Equipment

1. Desktop Computer and Accessories

https://mahatenders.gov.in.

To view further details of the tender, interested bidders should visit

Tender Submission would be online on http://mahatenders.gov.in and
deadline to submit the Proposal is 22" April 2022 before 2PMIST.

Vivekanand Medical Foundation & Research Centre

Administrator

CIN:

Office of the Executive Engineer, SWD - R R Nagara, BBMP,
== 9th Floor, Shopping Complex, 4th Block, Jayanagar, Bangalore - 560 011.

ﬁ BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

No.EE/SWD/RR-Z/TEND/01/2021-22

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only)

The Executive Engineer, SWD - RR Nagar Zone invites tenders
from eligible contractors for the works detailed in the table below:

Date: 28.03.2022

(Two Cover System)

AGRICULTURE INSURANCE COMPANY OF INDIA LIMITED

Regd. Office: Plate B & C 5" Floor,

Block-1, East Kidwai Nagar, New Delhi - 110023
U74999DL2002PLC118123

RFP NOTICE

Agriculture Insurance Company of India Limited (AIC),
providing Crop Insurance to the farming community in
India, invites online Bids for SUPPLY, INSTALLATION,
CONFIGURATION, AND INTEGRATION OF
APPLIANCE BASED PERPETUAL LICENSES OF SSL
VPN FOR SECURED REMOTE ACCESS WITH MFA
(RFP No.AlC/InfoTech Dept./2022/VPNMFA). The RFP

Approximate document may be downloaded from AIC website
Sl. EMD f . .
No. Name of the Work Value of work | ;"R ) https://www.aicofindia.com/ and E-tender portal
oo o ROC Jagian (Rs. in Lakhs) https://aicofindia.auctiontiger.net/EPROC/ The last
onstruction o acketing . i ; .
Wall to SWD RN-171A at NRI date for submission of Bid is 19.04.2022 till 01:00 PM.
4 |Road, 11th Block, Nagarabhavi| 4500 | 90.000/- General Manager (InfoTech Dept.)
2nd Stage, Papareddy Palya in ’ -
Ward Nog73 of RF:? NagngonZ). Es L Maharashtra State Agricultural
Remodelling of Culverts & e e ooy SAMB)
Cham_“nk fencmg to .SWD DH- Maharashtra Agribusiness Network Project (MAGNET)
2 | 211Ain Peenya Industrial Area, fst| 100,00 |2,00,000-
Stage, 1st Main Road in Ward No. Maharashtra State Agricultural Marketing Board (MSAMB, the “Employer”)
38, HMT Layout of RR Nagar Zone. invites online Open Competitive Bids (OCB) from eligible bidders for following
Construction of RCC Retaining proposed works under ADB funded MAGNET project.
Wall at Right Hand Side of Date 129t March 2022
3 Vrashabhava%hi VaIIey at Panthara| 100.00 2’001000/_ ngojgc_lt_me 53264-IND: Maharashtra Agribusiness Network Project
palya in Rajarajeshwarinagara - - -
Ward No. 160 of RR Nagar Zone. “Nor ™t (Name of the Work) “ONR in Lakhe)
1) Tender documents may be downloaded from e-procurement CW1  |Upgradation/ Expansion in the Existing MSAMB 1549.40
portal from: 30.03.2022 onwards. 2) Pre-bid Meeting: Facilities at Nashik Division
08.04.2022 at 3.00 p.m. 3) Last date for receipt of tenders: Cw4  |Upgradation/ Expansion in the Existing Facilities 1068.42
18.04.2022 upto 4.00 p.m. 4) Date of opening of Technical Bid : at Ratnagiri, Pune and Kolhapur Division
H rengthening O ational Institute O 'ost- .
20.04.2022 at 4.30 p.m. Further details can be accessed from cwr - Blrengthening of National ;or:t(DtabhfaZe)t Tal 1087.31
GoK e-procurement website: https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in Maval, District Pu%g o T

or contact office of the undersigned.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, SWD - RR Nagar Zone.
STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

«  6Feet A :
%o e | O N
Mask Hygiene

Distancing

Follow Physical

Deadline for Submission of Bids (eTender):
4th May 2022, 15:00 hrs. Indian Standard Time (IST).

Open Competitive Bidding (OCB) will be conducted in accordance with ADB’s|
Single Stage : Two-Envelope bidding procedure and is open to all Bidders from
eligible countries as described in the Bidding Document. For details please visit|
http://www.msamb.com and http://mahatenders.gov.in.

New Delhi

MANAGING DIRECTOR
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

| Prerna W/o Anshu Singhal R/o0-
E-136,1st Floor Prashant Vihar
Delhi-110085,have changed my
name to Prerna Singhal

0040608025-1

INitin Pandey S/0, Krishan
Murari Pandey R/o H.no. 1070e,
Inder Gali, Babar Pur, North
East Delhi, Delhi-32 have
changed my name to Vicky and
also change my D.0.B from
17/07/1986 to 17/07/1987 for all
purposes 0040608075-1

INanu Kumar S/o Dharu R/o
Jinaura, Bilsi, Budaun, Uttar
Pradesh-202526, have changed
mynametoRanu 70778756-1

I Monika Thapar W/o Late Sh.
Sudhir Thapar R/o0 EC-276,
Block-EC, MayaEnclave, Hari
Nagar,New Delhi-110064 is also
known as Pooja Thapar. Both
names are mine and iamusing
both the names. 40608005-5

I Manjeet Kaur W/0, Ajmer Singh
R/0 A-673 Shastri Nagar New
Delhi- 110052 have changed my
name to Manjit Kaur for all
purposes. 0040608063-1

IHema Singh D/o Madan Singh
R/0 1/4C Kamna Vaishali
Ghaziabad have changed my
name from Hemato Hema
Singh 0050194436-1

I, Shreya D/o Vinod Jain R/0 E-
202/B, Shastri Nagar, Delhi-
110052 have changed my name
to Shreya Jain. 0070778713-1

1,Ishu Motwani,Father
of\Vihaan,R/0 B-30 Sushant
lok-2 Sec-56,Gurgaon 122011,
have changed my minor son’s
name(DOB-16/12/2005),from
Vihaan to Vihaan Motwani,
permanently. 0040608089-7

I,Bindra Lal S/O Shri Mathura
Lal R/O H.NO.233,J.J. Colony,
Wazirpur,Ashok Vihar,Delhi-
10052,have changed my name
toBinda Lal. 0040608094-4

I,Asha W/O-Prem Nath,R/O C-
403 Second-floor,Mahila
Mangal Road Dakshin Puri,New
Delhi-110062,have changed my
name to Asha Devi,
permanently. 0040608089-6

I,AYESHA /AYSHA BEGUM
W/0.MOHAMMAD NADEEM,
1270,PAHARI IMLI
CHOORIWALAN JAMA MASJID,
DELHI-110006, changed my
name to AYESHA NADEEM,
permanently. 0040608082-5

I,AJEET KUMAR S/O DHARAM
VIRR/O HNO.718,GALINO.6,
KHERA GARHI,DELHI-110082.
HAVE CHANGED MY CHILD
NAMELIZATO LIZA ARYA.
0040608100-1

Mohd Seraj S/o0 mohd Sayyad
R/0-130,Tilak khand,Giri-Nagar,
Kalkaji, New delhi-110019
l,informed that my nameis
wrongly mistakeis all
document Md Seraj, but
currect Name is mohd Seraj.

0040608025-4

I,Kishor Singh,S/0 Jeet Singh
R/0 H.NO.-5324,GaliNo. 115/16,
Block - B, Sant Nagar, Burari,
Delhi-110084, have changed my
name to Kishor Singh Panwar.

0040608094-3

I,ROHINI PRAKASH S/0 SATYA
PRAKASH,R/0O M-1205,Arihant-
Garden, Greater Noida West-
201306,G.B.Nagar(UP)have
changed my nameto
RUDHISHTHIR PRAKASH.

0040608101-1

I,RAMAYANAM RAJRISHI
MURTHI,S/0 GOIRIK MURTHI,
R/0 B-94,UPPER GROUND-
FLOOR,ROAD.NO.02, B-BLOCK,
VASANT-KUNJ ENCLAVE,
VASANT KUNJ,DELHI-110070,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAMETO
RAJRISHI MURTHI,for all,future
purposes. 0040608082-1

I,Nour Nissha W/o Aminuddin
R/0-J-3/128A, GaliNo.2, Krishan
Kunj, Laxmi Nagar Delhi-
110092,have changed my name
to Noornishan Saifi.

0040608111-5

I,Neeraj Kumar Bharadwaj S/o
Rajender Kumar SharmaR/o-C-
7/343,BrijPuri Wazirabad,Road
Delhi-110094,changed my
minor daughter name Dollsy
Bhardwaj to Reet Bharadwa,j.

0040608100-6

1,NIRMALA DEVI,W/0 VINOD
PATHAK, R/0 RZ-2B/341, GALI.
NO.9, MADAN PURI, SOUTH-
WEST DELHI,DELHI-110045,
changed my nameto NIRMALA
PATHAK. 0040608106-5

I Chirag S/o0 Sunil Kumar R/o-
183, Kuan Mohalla,
Tughlakabad Village,
Badarpur, Delhi-110044 have
changed my name to Chirag
Bidhuri permanently.

0070778739-1

I Ashish Kumar Jain S/o Indra
Kumar Jain R/0-C-12 A, 1st-
Floor, Green Park Main, Delhi-
110016 have changed my name
to Ashish Jain. 0070778746-1

I Ajay Kumar S/o-Hoshiar Singh
R/0-A-57/1, Gali No.3, Amrit
Vihar, Burari, Delhi-110084
have changed my name to Ajay
Chandel forall purposes.

0040608037-1

1,RAVI, S/O0.RAMESH KUMAR
SHARMA ADD-RZ-H-55,GALI-
NO-5,HARIJAN BASTI WEST
SAGARPUR ,SOUTH-WEST
DELHI-110046,Changed my
name to RAVISHARMA,
permanently. 0040608106-3

1, Jerine Baby S/O Baby
Pallithazhathu Simon, R/0
Nadukurisunkal House
Kolenchery P O Ernakulam
Kerala- 682311. 1 have changed
the name of my minor Son
Rohan Baby Jerine aged about
12 Years and He shall hereafter
be known as Rohan Jerine.

0070778690-1

I, Hemlata Ravichandran, W/O
Ravichandran R/o Block 42, Flat
no. 601, Heritage City, MG Road,
Gurgaon, DLF Phase 2,
Chakarpur(74), Haryana-
122002. have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Hemlata Bharat Rao.

0070778700-1

I, Akanksha Priya, D/o Akash
Ambastha, R/0 H.N0.B-91/1, A,
4th Floor, GaliNo.9, Joshi
Colony, Mandawali, I.P. Extn.
Delhi-92, do hereby declare
that my correct nameis
Akanksha Priya. Akanksha
Priya (in Aadhar Card) &
Akansha Priya (in 10th
Certificate) is one & same
person. 0040608053-1

1, Anjana Koli D/o N RKoli R/0
Flat No-8, Pocket-4, Sector-2,
Rohini, Raja Pur Kalan, Delhi-
110085, declare that name of
my father and my mother has
been wrongly writtenas NR
Kohli and Malti Kohli
respectively in my Secondary
and Senior Secondary
Certificate & Marksheet and
my name as Anjana Koliin my
Secondary Certificate &
Marksheet. The actual name of
mine, my father and my mother
is Anjana Koli, N R Koli and
Malti Koli respectively.

0070778753-1

Itis for general information that
| Bhaskar Kumar Jha son/of
Sharvan Kumar Jharesiding at
Shiv colony, near Sai Mandir,
Machli Gali, Raja Bazar,
B.V.College, Patna, Bihar
declare that name of mine has
been wrongly written as
Sharvan Kumar Jhain my
aadhar card. The actual name
of mine is Bhaskar Kumar Jha
respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

0070778749-1

,SMT.VASANTHA
RAMAMURTHY,W/0S.P
SEKAR,R/0-21 D.B YUSUF SARAI,
GREEN PARK EXTN.NEW DELHI-
110016 IS ALSO KNOWN BY THE
NAMES OF VASANTHA
RVASANTHA RAMAMURTHY,S.
VASANTHA AND S. LAKSHMI.
HOWEVER,ALL THESE NAMES
PERTAIN TO ONE AND THE
SAME PERSON i.e Deponent.
HENCEFORTH, SMT.VASANTHA
RAMAMURTHY WOULD KNOWN
BY THIS NAME,FOR ALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040608089-10

1,Bobby Nathel S/o Nathel D.
Culas R/o-NewcCastle, Nethaji
Road, Vattiyoorkavu,
Trivandrum-695013, Kerala
changed my name to Bobby
Nathel Culas 0040608050-1

1,Ashish S/o Krishna Nand
Prasad R/0-WZ-42, UGF, Gali-
No.4, Krishna-Park, Tilak-
Nagar, N.Delhi-18 have
changed my name to Aashish
Sinha. 0040608100-9

I,VARUNDER PAL SINGH
BANSAL,S/O SURJIT SINGH
BANSAL,R/0.A-213, Defence-
Enclave, Sardhana-Road,
Kanker Khera,Meerut-
250001,have changed my name
to VARINDER PAL SINGH
BANSAL. 0040608101-2

I,Sushil Kumar,S/0 Jagan Nath
R/0.H No.51 Shivani Enclave-2
Gali.No 7 Kakrola,New Delhi-
110078,Changed My Name to
SushilSharma. 0040608082-3

1,Surbhi Bansal W/o Amit Bansal
R/0902, Marvella Tower,
Mahagun Moderne, Sector-78,
Noida(U.P) have changed my
name to Surbhi Sen Jindal for
all purposes. 0040608052-1

1,Siddique Fatima,D/O
Mohammad Hussain Naqvi,
R/0 1396,katra Bijwariyan
Ballimaran Chandni chowk
Delhi-110006,have changed my
Name to Zufa Naqvi.
0040608082-9

1,Saroj Kumari,W/0 Sushil
Sharma,R/0O HNo.51,Shivani-
Enclave-2 Gali.No.7 Kakrola,
New Delhi-110078,Changed my
Name to Saroj Kumari Sharma.

0040608082-4

1,SALMA RAHMAN,W/0O SYED
AJAZUR RAHMAN, R/0 7206,
SECTOR - B, POCKET-10 (2nd
FLOOR), VASANT KUNJ,DELHI-
110070,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO NAFEES FATIMA,FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040608089-5

I,RONGEISONG RISORENG
KOIRENG,S/0 RONGNEISONG
HEMKHUP,Add-TYPE-4/4,
NCERT, STAFF QTRS, SRI
AUROBINDO-MARG, SOUTH-
DELHI-110016.Changed my
name to RONGNEISONG
RISORENG KOIRENG

0040608111-4

I,LRENU JAIN alias RENU BALI,D/O
SH.NETAR PRAKASH BALI
(N.P.BALI) & SMT. RAJ BALI,W/O
SH.SUKESH JAIN,R/O RZ-G-
111/1F,RAJ-NAGAR PART-2,
PALAM-COLONY,NEW DELHI-
110077,declare that | will be
known/called by the name of
RENU JAIN in future.And my
both names RENU JAIN & RENU
BALlis one and the same
person. 0040608106-9

1,No -9097685Y,Ex-Hav Nazir
Ahmad Mir,R/0/Tehsil -
Trehgam,District -Kupwara.In
my service records the name of
my son has been wrongly
mentioned as Shahid Nazir at
the time of enrolment instead
of Shahid Nazir Mir as in school
records.It needs correction.
Objection be filed to concern
authorities within seven days.

0020436629-1

l,Masood Yahya Chhabra,S/o
Sheikh Mohammad Yahya
Chhabra,R/0-V-2/21
Sufdarjung-Deviopment
Area,New Delhi-110016,inform
that my father name wrongly-
written Sheikh Mohammad
Yahya Chabrain my passport
but my father correct-nameis
Sheikh Mohammad Yahya
Chhabra. 0040608082-2

I, KAMESHWAR PRATAP SINGH,
S/0 JAGDISH SINGH, residing
at,RZ-222/56, GALI.NO-31,
SADH-NAGAR, PALAM COLONY,
NEW DELHI-110045,have
changed my minorson’s
name,from SURYANS PRATAP
SINGH to SURYANSH PRATAP
SINGH,vide-affidavit dated-
21/03/2022 at SDM
(KANJHAWALA)Delhi.

0040608089-9

l,Amarijit Singh Bajwa S/o
Rachhpal Singh Bajwa, R/0-D-
1/23 Rajouri Garden Delhi-
110027,have changed my name
to Amarjit Singh Permanently.

0040608025-2

1,Anil Adwani S/o Hira Nand
Adwani R/o-House.No-24
Second-Floor,Road.No-66
Punjabi Bagh,West-Delhi-
110026,have changed my name
to Anil Advani Permanently.

0040608025-3

1,Kunj Bihari Aggarwal,S/O
Rameshwar Dayal Aggarwal,
R/0 B-220, First-Floor, Lohia-
Nagar,Ghaziabad-201001,have
changed my name to Kunj
Bihari Agarwal.  0040608089-1

I,Kunal S/O Mahender Singh R/O
A9 Safdarjung Fire Station Jor
Bagh,Delhi-110003,have
changed my name to Kunal
Nandal (both are same person)
permanently. 0040608094-2

l,Ayesha Malik W/o-Habib
Shadab Khan R/0 1799,Sector-
03,Pushp Vihar,New Delhi-
110017,have changed my name
to Indu Negi,for all Purposes.

0040608106-1

1,NIKHAT RIZWAN W/0O
MOHAMMAD RIZWAN R/0
846,KATRA HIDDU FARASH
KHANA,DELHI-110006,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
NIKHAT TO NIKHAT RIZWAN
FOR,ALL PURPOSES.

0040608089-2

I,NAZHAT JAHAN,W/O TAJNOOR
KHAN R/0 G-81, Pratap-Vihar,
Vijay-Nagar, Sector-11,
Ghaziabad(UP)have changed
my name to NAZHAT KHAN.

0040608101-3

l,Mukesh Chaudhary,Father
of,Paarth Chaudhary,R/0O-
304,Kuan-Mohalla Village
Tughlakabad,New Delhi-
110044,have changed my minor
son’s name(DOB-13/03/2009),
from Paarth Chaudhary to
parth Chaudhary,permanently.

0040608089-8

l,Megna Khanna W/0 Gaurav
Khanna R/0-417,GH-13,
Paschim Vihar,New Delhi-
110087,Have Changed My
Name To Meghna Khanna,For
All Future Purposes.

0040608106-2

l,Jyotsna Kumari,W/0-Vinay
Pratap Singh,R/0-1107,Tower-
B,Amarpali,Silicon City,Sector-
76,PS Sector-49,Noida,Tehsil-
Dadri,Distt.-G.B. Nagar,
U.P.-201304, have changed my
name to Jyotsna Singh for all
future purposes.

0040608094-1

l,Japala Satyanarayana Laxmi
dependent of J S Anil Kumar
R/0 House-No.15-5/1,Srinivas
Nagar Colony,Ramachandra
Puram,Sangareddy,Telangana-
502032,have changed my name
from Japala Satyanarayana
Laxmi to J Laxmi vide Affidavit
dated-24/03/2022,before
Notary Public,Delhi.

0040608100-10

I,Archna Garg W/O- Mahavir
Singhal B-6/148-149,UGF, Sec-
3,Rohini,Delhi-110085, have
changed my nameto Archna
Singhal. 0040608100-4

I, Ravinder Singh, S/0O Kushdev
Singh, R/0 WZ-64 B, Guru
Nanak Nagar, Tilak Nagar, New
Delhi- 110018 changed my
name to Gurdarshan Singh.

0070778680-1

I, Manju D/O Ishwar Singh, R/0
Nangal, Ateli (Rural) (21),
Mahendragarh, Haryana-
123021. have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Sonali Yadav. 0070778704-1

I, Kaustubh Mishra, R/o A-98,
Block-A Sec-31 Noida 201301
have changed my minor
daughter’s name from Somya
Vats to Saumya Mishra for all
purposes. 0040608106-8

I,Jasbir Singh,S/o Kartar Singh
R/0,B-80, Third-Floor,
Mansarovar Garden, New
Delhi-110015,have changed my
name to Jasbir Singh Sandhu.

0040608100-8

1,GOVIND MURARI AGRAWAL,
S/0 OM PRAKASH AGARWAL,
R/0 C-3/207,GULMOHAR
ENCLAVE,RAKESH MARG,
NEHRU NAGAR-3,
GHAZIABNAD, U.P.201001,
Changed my name to GOVIND
MURARI AGARWAL. 40608106-4

I,GIRISH KUMAR SHARMA,S/0O-
LAXMINARAYAN,H.NO-8/140
RAGHUVIR PURI ALIGARH
UTTAR PARDESH-202001,
Changed my name to GIRISH
KUMAR. 0040608111-2

I,FATIMA BEGUM,W/0 NASIR
KHAN,R/O B-374/5,GALI.NO.
13/1,SUBHASH VIHAR, NORTH
GHONDA,DELHI-53,Have
changed my name to FATMA
BEGUM 0040608082-7

I,Devender Kumar S/0 Karan
R/0 H.No-2232/1,B-blk,Gali no-
61,Hanuman kunj,Sant
Nagar,Burari,Delhi-110084,
have changed my name
Devendra Kumar Sharma.

0040608094-5

I,Deepak Kumar,S/o Hari Chand,
R/0-C-1,989,Madangir,New
Delhi-110062,have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
BHOOMI ARORA to BHAVIKA
ARORA, for all future purposes.

0040608100-5

I,AJEET/AJEET KUMAR ARYA S/O
DHARAM VIR R/O HNO.718,
GALINO.6,KHERA GARHI,DELHI-
110082.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO AJEET KUMAR.

0040608100-2

1, Wazid Ali R/o B=55& 56
,srichand Park, Matiala, Uttam
Nagar,New Delhi 110059 have
changed my minor son’s name
from Mohammad Faiz to Faiz
Choudhary for all purposes.

0040608073-1

I, Sushila Makkar D/O Tulsi
Thapa, R/0 RZM 40, Gali No- 3,
Vijay Enclave, Palam Village
S.0, South West Delhi- 110045.
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
SushilaThapa. 0070778701-1

I, Sushil Sharma S/0 Shri Inder
Mani Sharma R/0 MP-27,
MauryaEnclave, Pitam Pura,
Delhi-110034, have changed my
name to Sushil Kumar Sharma.

0040608094-6

1,ANITA BANDU DEGURE W/0
Army N0.14683927L NK DEGURE
BANDU V R/0 VILL-GADEWADI
POST-WAYGAON TEH-
AHMEDPUR DIST-LATUR PIN-
413514 MAHARASHTRA,Have
changed my Name,From ANITA
PANDURANG RAGHMODE To
ANITA BANDU DEGURE for,all
Future Purpose vide.affidavit
dt.28/03/2022,before Notary
Public.Delhi.

0040608106-6

I, Soham Sharma S/0 Arun
Kumar Sharma, R/0 C7/72,B
Lawrence Road, Keshav Puram,
North West Delhi-110035, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Sohanpreet Singh. 70778688-1

I,Kamal Thukaral,S/0 Kundan
Lal Thukral R/0-E-94B,Third-
Floor,Kirti Nagar,New-Delhi-
110015,have changed my name
toKamal Thukral.  40608100-7

I, Shyam Sunder Gupta S/O
Prahlad Gupta, R/0248/1
MMIG, Mohan Road, Tikait Rai
LDA Colony Phase-1, Lucknow,
Uttar Pradesh- 226017.1 have
changed the name of my minor
Son Vilohit Kesheriaged about
14 Years and He shall hereafter
be known as Divyam
Kesharwani. 0070778705-1

I,Bobby Nathel S/o Nathel D.
Culas R/0-394, 1stB Cross, 7th-
block Koramangala,
Bangalore-560095 Karnataka,
changed my name to Bobby
Nathel Culas 0040608050-2

I, Shubham Kumar S/o
Nagendra Upadhyay R/o P-14,
Budh Vihar, Phase-I, Delhi-86
have changed my nameto
Shubham Upadhyay for all
future purposes.

00707787311

LM NASIR,S/0 ABDUL WAHID,
R/0 B-374/5,GALINO.13/1,
SUBHASH-VIHAR, NORTH
GHONDA,DELHI-53,Have
changed my name to NASIR
KHAN. 0040608082-6

I, Shalini Upadhyaya d/o Badri
Prasad Upadhyay r/o H.No.RZ-
D-2/25, Vinod Puri, Vijay
Enclave, Palam Village, Delhi-
110045 have changed my name
to SHALINI UPADHYAY.

0040608012-1

ILLONGSHI EVANGELINE
ODYUO,W/0 RONGNEISONG
RISORENG KOIRENG,ADD.TYPE-
4/4,NCERT-STAFF QTRS, SRI
AUROBINDO-MARG,SOUTH
DELHI-110016,Changed My
name to EVANGELINE ODYUO.

0040608111-3

I, Shailza Srivastava W/o-Vinod
Kumar Srivastava R/o-Flat
No0.83,Jagdamba Apartments,
Sector-13, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changed my name to
Shailja Srivastava for all future
purposes.

0040608008-1

I,Mamta Sandeep Gupta,W/o
Sandeep Gupta,R/0 6,Underhill
Lane,Civil-Lines, Delhi-
110054,have changed my name
to Mamta Gupta permanently.

0040608089-3

I,Mahavir Prasad S/0-Ram
Mehar Singhal R/0-B-6/148-
149.UGF, Sec-3, Rohini Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Mahavir Singhal. 40608100-3

l,Om Parkash Mehta S/o Late
Sh.Lal Chand Mehta R/0 H.N:-
426, Sec-31, Gurgaon-22001,
Haryana, Confirm that Shashi
Bala Mehta and Shashi Mehta
both are Same Person. Correct
Name of My Wife is Shashi
Mehta. 0070778730-1

I,Neha Sharma,R/0 D-97,
Surajmal Vihar Delhi-92,have
changed my Minor Son name,
from Abeer Bhardwaj to Abeer
Sharma. 0040608082-8

I, Manan Paliwal S/O Mahender
Paliwal, R/o0 D-150, 6th Floor,
Antriksh Apartment, Sector - 14
Extn. Rohini Court, Northwest
Distt. Rohini Delhi- 110085, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Mannan
Paaliwaal. 0070778703-1

I,Ashima Sachdeva W/0,Sahil
Mehta R/0,23A,3rd-Floor
Kohlapur-Road Kamla Nagar
Delhi-110007,have changed my
name to Ashima Sachdeva
Mehta. 0040608089-4

l,Avinash Chander Agrawal S/o
Late Keshav Dev Garg R/0-B-
128,Dena Apartment,Sector-13,
Rohini,Delhi-110085,changed
my name to Avinash Chandra
Agrawal 0040608111-1

I, DORAISWAMI
RAMAKRISHNAN S/o
KAZHUTHOZHUGU
RAMACHANDRA DORAISWAMI,
Address: B-351 Cityview
Apartments, Plot No 119,
Sector-35, Noida,
GautamBuddha-Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301, inform that
Given Name RAMAKRISHNAN
and Surname DORAISWAMI.

004060639-3

LOST & FOUND

Original Conveyance Deed of
Property-No.193,Sector-57,
Kundli,Sonipat, Haryanain the
name of M/s Bharat Wire
Netting Works has been
lost,Finder Contact: Mr.
Devender Jain, R/0-16/11
Shakti,Nagar,Delhi-110007,
Mobile-9811209034

0040608111-6

Lost my original Allotment
Letter, Demand Letter &
Payment Receipts (File
No0.22324, Relocation Scheme)
of my Plot N0.426, Sector-H,
Bawana-IIl, (Bhorgarh), Delhi-
110040. Finder may Contact-
Ram Kumar Prabhakar Prop.
Shiv & Sons Steel Products at
WZ-55, Choukhandi, Delhi-
110018 0040608009-1

I Sushila Bahuguna W/o KN
Bahuguna R/o DDA LIG Flat
No.70 D (3rd Floor) Mansarover
Park Shahdara Delhi have lost
original DDA Allotment Letter
No L9(266)86/NPRS/MS dated
15.9.1986 issued in the name of
Dal Chand S/o late Yadu Ram
on21.3.22videLRNo
240949/2022 finder please
contact 9999356847 within 7
days. 0040608007-1

1, Tara Dutt Sharma R/o C-57
Sector-53,Noida-201301 have
lost my Original Documents of
Amrapali Golf Home against
registration no-AM-GH02578/
K1-0402, Plot No-GH-02, Sector-
04, G.N West, G.B. Nagar-U.P.,
Contact- 9654227003.

0070778751-1

Lost my Class 10th, 12th and
Higher National Diploma
certificates/marksheets. FIR
has beenlodged LR no-
254484/2022, Dated:
26/03/2022. Contact: Roopak
Sharma, S/0 Jamuna Devi
Sharma, 40 A Chelmsford Club
Country Drive, Ghitorni, 110030
Mobile no- 9810338626

0040608013-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform that my client Mr Sanjeev
Goel, aged about 52, Son of Sita Ram
Goel, and his wife Alka Goel aged about-
49 years, W/o Sanjeev Goel resident of
House No.119-120, 3rd floor, Pocket B2
Sector 6, Rohini, Delhi - 110085 have
severed all their relations with their son
Rishabh Goel aged about 24 years, due
to bad habits. Both of my clients have
also disowned and debarred his said son
from all their movable and immovable
properties. Anybody dealing with Mr
Rishabh Goel will do so at his/her/their
risk and responsibilities and my clients
will not be responsible for any act, deed
or dealing done by Mr. Rishabh Goel
AALEKH ANAND ADVOCATE
First Floor, 6 School Lane,
Barakhamba Road, Opp. Lalit,
New Delhi, Delhi 110001
Phone No. : 011-40159811

PUBLIC NOTICE

It s herebI)T/] notified for F?eneral
Ub|IC that ycllent

mbica
Pasch|mV|har N(?]WD elhi - 1100 7,
have severed all therr relations wnh
thelr son Atul Sharma and his wife
arma alongwn their
%rangchndren Anime
arma and Ashima
has debarred them from inheriting
any mo ?Ie or immoveable
3ro%emeso my clients, due to the|r
misbehavior, ui becomlng act and
%ectmg duties owing
vwarua y. cli nts If anybodt

i S
h|s/her own nsks and my clients
shaII not be resgonSIbI for any act

o above-named son, daughter- in-
law and grand-children” in " any
manner whatsoever.

ADAMAYA PAL SINGH- ADVOCATE
Chamber no. 433, Lawyers chamber Block,
Rohini Courts, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for the information of general
public that my client Ms Omvati
Gandas , wife of Late Mr. Ramesh
Chand, aged about 58 years approx.,
resident of 34/9 Kishangarh, Vasant
Kunj, S.0 South West, Delhi 110070,
has disowned and debarred her son
and her Daughter-in-Law namely Mr.
Sanjay Gandas, S/o Late Sh Ramesh
Chand AND Reena W/o Sanjay
Gandas both R/o 34/9 , Kishan Garh,
Vasant kunj, SO south west, Delhi-
110070 resp., from all her movable
and immovable properties with
immediate effect because of their
constant fighting at home and outside
and loss of my client's mental peace,
harassment, torture, cruelty, atrocities
committed by them against my client.
Anybody dealing with them shall do
so at his/her own risk, cost and
responsibilities thereto, My client
shall not be responsibilities in any
manner for the same.
DEEPANKER SINHA - ADVOCATE
Ch. No. 52, Civil Wings Side,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for the information of general
public that my client Ms. Manisha
Gandas W/o Sh. Deepak Yadav age
about 34 yrs R/o 34/9, Kishan Garh,
Vasant kunj, SO south west, Delhi-
110070., AND (2) Ms. Mamta W/o
Devender age about 37 yrs Rlo.
433/1 near Shakuntala Apartments
And Shishu Wala Taalab Village
Mundka New Delhi 110041, has
disowned and debarred her brother
and her Bhabhi namely Mr. Sanjay
Gandas, S/o Late Sh Ramesh Chand
AND Reena W/o Sanjay Gandas
both R/o 34/9, Kishan Garh, Vasant
kunj, SO south west, Delhi-110070
resp., from all her movable and
immovable properties, all relation with
immediate effect because of their bad
habit, constant fighting with my client
at home/outside and loss of my
client's mental peace, harassment,
torture, cruelty, atrocities committed
by them against my client. Anybody
dealing with them shall do so at his/
her own risk, cost and responsibilities
thereto, My client shall not be respo-

nsible in any manner for the same.
DEEPANKER SINHA - ADVOCATE|
Ch. No. 52, Civil Wings Side,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

The General Public is hereby informed
that my clients Shri Ballabh Das
Barman, son of Late L. D. Barman and
his wife Smt. Kamini Burman, both
residing at 305, Sector 15A, Noida -
201 301 (U.P.) India, have renounced
all relations whatsoever with their
daughters Ms. Tanvi Burman and
Ms. Renuka Kumar due to theirillegal
and unethical behavior within the
famlly and my clients have filed an
ion under Mai and
Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens
Act, 2007" and 'Uttar Pradesh
Maintenance and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Ctizens Rules, 2014’
against their said daughters before
the Court of Hon'ble District
Magistrate, Gautam Buddha Nagar as
on 09/02/2022, which was
subsequently transferred to the Court
of Hon'ble Additional District
Magistrate, Dadri and has been
registered as Case No. 564/2022.
Both of my above named clients have
also disowned and debarred their said
daughters from all their movable
and/or immovable properties.
Anybody dealing with Ms. Tanvi
Burman or Ms. Renuka Kumar will do
so at his/her/their own risk and
responsibilities and my clients will not,
be responsible for any act, deed or,
dealing done by Ms. Tanvi Burman and
Ms. Renuka Kumar
NITIN K. GUPTA, ADVOCATE
ENROL NO. D-1624/2009
PLACE : NOIDA
DATE: 25/03/2022

|, for and on behalf of my client Shri
Rupal Jain son of Shri K.L. Jain R/o B-
3/5, Ashok Vihar, Phase-ll, Delhi-
110052, hereby inform to the General
Public at large that my client said Shri
Rupal Jain is going to purchase Back
Side Portion known as D-12/7-A, part of]
Property No.D-12/7, situated at Model
Town, Delhi, (bottom to top with its
terrace rights upto sky), from its owners
(1) Shri Vinod Kumar Vij S/o late Shri
Hans Raj Vij and (2) Ms. Kanchan Viz|
Dlo late Shri Hans Raj Vij both R/o D-|
12/7, Model Town, Delhi-9, which is|
inherited by them after the death of their;
father said Shri Hans Raj, vide Will
Dt.07.3.2005, duly Regd. in the office of]
the Sub-Registrar, Delhi, executed by
said Shri Hans Raj and who has died on
07.11.2005. If anybody have any right,
title, interest, claim in the said property
then please contact at 9891234252 or at
dpsassociates94@ gmail.com within 15
days from the publication of this Public:
Notice. DEVENDRA PAL SINGH,|

Advocate, Enrol. No.D/2621/06!
Office No.G-4, Balaji Plaza,Plot No.8,

L.S.C., Gujranwala Town, Part-l,
L Delhi-110009. Ph. No.9891234252]

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client L&T Finance Ltd. 5"
Floor, DCM Building, 186,
Barakhamba Road, Connaught
Place, New Delhi-110001, is in
the process of advancing a loan
to Mrs. Manisha Bansal for
purchase of Property No. C-847
'B"), Block No. C, (108 Sgq. Yds.)
Sushant Lok, Gurgaon from Mrs.
Shanti Devi, who has
represented that she is the sole
& absolute owner of the said
Property by virtue of Transfer
Deed dated 24.01.2022 (Doc.
no. 15984) executed by her
daughter Mrs. Geetanjali Arora.
If anybody, person, body
corporate has any right, lien or
claim whatsoever on the said
Property or objection to its Sale
& mortgage, then he/she/it may
contact the undersigned with
documentary proof of claim
within 7 days of publication of
this notice, otherwise it shall be
deemed that either there are no
claims or the same have been
waived off. No claim shall be
entertained thereafter and my
client shall proceed to advance
the loan by mortgaging the said
property.
Vishal Chopra, Advocate
NARANG & Associates
D-28, Jangpura Extension,
New Delhi-110014.

OFFICE OF THE
ASSISTANT REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER
PULWAMA
NOTICE

Whereas joint application has
been received from KUL-
WINDER KUMAR S/W/D/O
MOHAN LAL Resident of 55
MATHARU MARKET VPO MAL-
OYA CHANDIGARH (TRANS-
FEROR) And MOHAMMAD
MAQBOOL KHAN S/W/D/o
ABDUL AHAD KHAN Resident
of NILOORA CHUDRIBAG PUL-
WAMA  (Transfereree)  for
Transfer/  Re-registration  of
Vehicle No. CHO1AN6629.

Now therefore it is notified
for general information that
objections it any to the pro-
posed Re-registration of the
said vehicle shall be filled in
writing in the office of The
Assistant Regional Transport
Officer, Pulwama within a peri-
od of 15 (Fifteen) days of pub-
lication of the notice in the daily
newspaper Indian Express &

Seller Purchaser

Sd/-
Asstt. Regional Transport Officer,
Pulwama.
No. ARTO/PUL/2365
Dated: 28.03.2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that
I, AJEET SINGH S/O. Late S.
DALIP SINGH R/O. C- 42-A,
G/F, Tilak Vihar, Tilak Nagar,
West  Delhi, Delhi-110018,
declare that name of my father
has been wrongly written as
DILIP SINGH in my 10th Class
Certificate. The actual name of
my father is DALIP SINGH,
which  may be amended
accordingly. It is certified that |
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Known to General public that my|
client Anshul Aggarwal is purchasin
propertyi.e RZ-47, Khasra No. 18/1,
1,Village,Najafgarh,Abadi Naya
Bazar, Najafgarh, New Delhi.,from|
Sh. Krishan Pal and mortgaging with
Bandhan Ltd. And Sh. Krishan Pal
does not have 1. Survivor Certificate|
of Agya Wanti and Probate of will of]
IAgya Wanti related to said property.
IAnd If any person except my client,
and institution is having any|
objection, right or claim in respect of]
the said property in any manner or|
said mortgage then he may contact
the undersign within 15 days of|
publication of this Notice.

AD REM LEGAL SOLUTION
Ch. No. 760, Dwaka Court Sector-10,

Dwarka, New Delhi-75 M:-9899013918

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all General Public
that my client Mr. Mohd Arif Khan
S/o Abdu Lateef Khan R/o 017,
Krawah, Banihal, Dist Ramban,
Karawa, Banihal, Doda, Jammu and
Kashmir-182146 have purchase of
the Vehicle Regd No. DL7CM 1042
from Mohammad Taslim S/o
Mohammad Jayed R/o 6210, Pakki
Gali, Bara Hindu Rao, Delhi-110006
on 31.01.2020. If anybody have any
dispute/claim/objection please
contact mob 7006715365 within
7 days of publication, and any
claim/objection thereafter shall be

treated as null and void.
PRAVEEN RASTOGI (Advocate)
Enrl No.D-244/06

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that
I, MANJEET SINGH S/O. Late
S. RAGHUBIR SINGH R/O.WZ-
13 A, Top Floor, Street No.-2,
Prithvi Park, Tilak nagar, West
Delhi, Delhi-110018, declare
that name of my father has been
wrongly written as RAGHUIR
SINGH in my 10th Class Mark
Sheet. The actual name of my
father is RAGHUBIR SINGH,
which  may be amended
accordingly. It is certified that |
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given in public at large that Mrs.
Pauline Femandes wife of Late Silvertre J
Fermandes resident of House No. A-5-A, Lotus
Hermitage, Benaulim beach road, Vasavaddo
village, Benaulim, Salcette, Goa 403716 is the
owner of Flat bearing No. 3029 Sector-B Pocket 4
Vasant Kunj Delhi vide Registered conveyance
deed bearing No. 8241 dated 14.01.2003
(Ref:126(272)88/SFS/VK/IIII1205), and she have
lost the originals of Allotment Letter dated
24.06.1994 Possession letter/slip issued on
24.06.1994 and the possession handed over on
02/09/1994, copy of final demand letter and
Original receipts issued by DDA in respect of Flat
bearing No. 3029 Sector-B Pocket 4 Vasant Kunj
Delhi. Notice is also hereby served to the public at
large that if any person dealing with the
abovementioned documents or claiming any rights
or finds the same documents then he/she may
return at the abovementioned address or contact at
9899264276/ 9665744441

MANISH KUMAR
Authorised Representative of Pauline Fernandes

() The Brihanmumbai Electric
Su

Buses with Drivers.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to public at large that the
name of my client Smt. Harish Arora
W/o late Shri Jagdish Chander R/o
House No.-E-392, Second Floor,
Double Storey, Ramesh Nagar, New
Delhi-110015 and the name of her
late husband Shri Jagdish Chander
S/o late Shri Chuni Lal Jhamb is
wrongly mentioned as Smt. Harish
Kumari Arora and Shri J.C. Arora in
the share certificate issued by
Dharam Kunj Co-operative (G/H)
Society Limited, Delhi. Smt. Harish
Arora and Smt. Harish Kumari Arora
as well as her late husband Shri
Jagdish Chander and Shri J.C. Arora
is/was/he name of same person.
Sd/- VINEET SHARMA (Advocate)
Enrolment No. D/479/1996 (R)
Office: # 2-17, lind Floor,
Authority Building, District
Centre, Janakpuri, New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

Know all men by this public notice that my
clients Lt. Colonel Ankit Bagwari & Smt.
Aanchal Sharma Bagwari W/o Lt. Colonel
Ankit Bagwari Permanent Residing at
Gopeshwar, Uttrakhand state and declare
that we have already severed all relationship
from Shri Pawas Sharma S/o late Sh.
Chandra Shekhar Sharma R/o Madhuban
Greens, Ram Ganga Vihar, Phase-2,
Moradabad Uttar Pradesh since January,
2021 and we have no connection whatsoever
with him. Any person dealing or having any
connection shall be responsible and liable for
their act in this behalf and my aforesaid client
shall not be responsible or liable for any such
act in case anybody deals with him in any
manner whatsoever and would face all legal
consequences in this behalf at their own cost,
tisk and responsibility.
Sd/-
AKASH OJHA
Advocate
E. No. D/340/2020
Resi cum Office: T-314, Street No 7,
Ground Floor, Gautam Puri, Delhi 110053

PUBLIC NOTICE

Kindly publish the notice in your
News Paper on behalf of my client
Shri Anil Kumar S/O Shri Babu Lal
R/O House No. 162, Sunlight
Colony-1, New Delhi for disowning
and debarring his elder sons Shri
Jitender Kumar from his all movable
and immovable properties and also
severs all relation with him and his
wife. My client, namely, Shri Anil
Kumar and his wife will not be
responsible for any acts, deeds and
transactions of any nature of his
above-named son and his wife.
Sd/-
Ajay Kumar
Advocate
Ch. No. 847,
Saket Court, New Dellhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Smt. Lajwanti W/o Late

Om Prakash R/o H.No. 940, First

floor, Pocket-2, Paschimpuri, Delhi-

110063, severe all relations & debar

her son Ganesh Khanwalia @ Ashi

from all moveable-immoveable

property(s) due to misconduct.

Anyone dealing him, will do at his

own risk, my client will not be
responsible for his any acts.

Sd/-

NEERAJ KUMAR

Advocate

Ch. No. 227,

Lawyers Chamber Block,

Rohini Court, Delhi

pply & Transport Undertaking
(OF THE BRIHANMUMBAI MAHANAGARPALIKA)

TENDER NOTICE
E-tender is invited for the supply of following item:-
(1) Wet lease of 1400 (+ 50% variation i.e. upto 2100) SD AC Electric

PRO/AAM(M)/138/2022

Note : For more details, log on to website https://mahatenders.gov.in.

GENERAL MANAGER

Afa-sreuektett -fafaer e faforsdieor  deem

OFFICE OF THE
ASSISTANT REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER
PULWAMA
NOTICE

Whereas joint application
has been received from
ANJALI KAUSHIK S/W/D/O
OM PRAKASH KAUSHIK
Resident of 72A SHAHPUR
JAT (TRANSFEROR) And
FAYAZ AHMAD KHANDAY
S/W/D/o GH NABI KHANDAY
Resident of MEEJ PAMPORE
PULWAMA (Transfereree) for
Transfer/ Re-registration of
Vehicle No. DL3CBJ7399.

Now therefore it is notified
for general information that
objections it any to the pro-
posed Re-registration of the
said vehicle shall be filled in
writing in the office of The
Assistant Regional Transport
Officer, Pulwama within a
period of 15 (Fifteen) days of
publication of the notice in the
daily newspaper Indian
Express &

Seller Purchaser

Sd/-
Asstt. Regional Transport Officer,
Pulwama.

No. ARTO/PUL/2318-19

wfefafafera/g. 18/, TUH.EL/2021-22 % 3G =Ted T 6
e § aiemee fora faaor fom fa., qereE, e # wetia
R @99 A.C. (fafde T, F¥e T qon fomet Talt.)
WISk dfed & aiftfer T@-I@E ®g $-reRW g/ faiw
04.04.2022 3TRTE 12.00 SIS qeh 3 TeqenTel= - feerd saf=a
¥ | faferer 7 =g 1 deiem sveren faferet gam w1 fafr # forar g
B, T ST g $-20EX JeEEe www.etender.up.nic.in W q1
www.pvvnl.org JEEES W I HIET SN | FEAT./~ STeiteror
I () Fd we fqurer g few # fastett s forstett
AN W G ST AR T S 1800-180-3002 (¥RS), 1800-
180-8752 (T&H%) "' RO-3255, Dt 28.03.2022

Dated: 10.03.2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

Entire First Floor,
Property No. 40,

(300 sq. yds.),
Vaishali, Pitampura,
Delhi.

My client ICICI Bank Limited,
Green Park, New Delhi is in the
process of advancing a loan to
Mr. Raj Kumar Batra for
purchase of Entire First Floor of
Property No. 40, (300 sq. yds.),
Delhi University Teacher's
Housing Co-Operative Society
Ltd., Vaishali, Pitampura, Delhi
from Mr. Raj Kumar Khurana,
Mr. Mahendra Kumar Sanpal &
Mr. Rahul Jain, who have
represented that they are the
absolute owners of the said
property and nobody other than
them has any interest in the
same. If anybody, person, body
corporate has any right, lien or
claim whatsoever on the said
Property or objection to its Sale
& mortgage, then he/she/it may
contact the undersigned with
documentary proof of claim
within 7 days of publication of
this notice, otherwise it shall be
deemed that either there are no
claims or the same have been
waived off. No claim shall be
entertained thereafter and my
client shall proceed to advance
the loan by mortgaging the said
property.
Prachi Narang, Advocate
GNA & Associates
D-28, Jangpura Extension,
New Delhi-110014.

New Delhi

Directorate of Mines
Steel & Mines Department
Government of Odisha

Email.directorminels @orrisaminerals.gov.in

Date: March 29, 2022

Notice Inviting Tender

Mining Lease:

eligible bidders.

website of MSTC Limited:

“Invitation of bids for grant of Mining Lease for Iron Ore
and Manganese & Iron Ore”
In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 10 (B) of the Mines
and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 and in
accordance with the Mineral (Auction) Rules, 2015 as amended
from time to time notified thereunder, the Government of Odisha
has identified 4 (four) Minerals Blocks as under for electronic
auction and hereby invites tenders for the purposes of grant of

a) 2 (two) mineral blocks of Iron Ore

b) 2 (two) mineral block of Manganese & Iron Ore

Accordingly, financial bids are invited in digital format only and
technical bids are invited both in digital and physical format from

Eligibility conditions, date and time for participating in the
electronic auction are provided in the Tender Document. Detailed
Tender Documents along with timelines, notifications, updates and
other details for the e-auction process for the mineral blocks are
available in electronic form only and can be downloaded from the

(https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/micl/index.

isp)

Interested and eligible bidders can register themselves on the
above website. On successful registration, eligible bidders will
obtain login ID and password necessary for participation in the e-
auction process. Model Tender Document and Mineral Block
Summary are available free of cost on the website of MSTC Limited.
Last date for purchase of Tender Document after payment of a
tender fee on website of e-auction platform provider is May 09,
2022 and the last date for submission of the bid is May 17, 2022
on or before 15:00 hours (Indian Standard Time). The Price of
Tender Document for mineral block is Rs. 5,00,000/- (Rupees Five

Lakh)
List of Mineral Blocks for Auction
Sr. Name of the Block Mineral |Type of Block
No
1. |Koira Iron Ore Block Iron Ore |Expired Lease
2. |Kedesala North-East Iron Ore Block Iron Ore Virgin Block

3. |Kusumdihi Manganese & Iron Ore

Manganese |Expired Lease

Block & Iron Ore
4. |Orahuri Manganese & Iron Block Manganese | Virgin Block
& Iron Ore
Sd/-

Director of Mines, Odisha
OIPR-30004/11/0011/2122
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Basketball Queen tallest at Oscars,
Shaq and Curry produce winner

SHASHANKNAIR
MARCH 28

THE QUEEN of Basketball, a 22-minute fea-
ture on the life of hoopster Lusia Harris, pro-
duced by Shaquille O’Neal and Stephen
Curry, won the Oscar for best short-subject
documentary in Los Angeles on Monday.
The documentary delves into the ‘what if
and the cultural significance of a black
player passing down basketball to later gen-
erations.

Narrated by Harris herself, the docu-
mentary introduces her love for basketball
through late nights watching NBA matches
featuring Kareem Abdur Jabbar, Wilt
Chamberlain and her favourite player Oscar
Robertson. With no avenue to play the
game at the college level or professionally at
the time, watching these players would be
the only solace for Harris in rural
Mississippi. A six-foot-three frame by the
time she reached high school, she would be
taunted by the boys in her school - ‘Long,
tall and that’s all’. And then everything
changed for her.

In 1972, US President Richard Nixon
signed Title IX, a rule that made it manda-
tory for schools and colleges to provide
sport and competition to girls at par with
what they provided to boys. The next year,
Harris, who in the documentary states that
she was about to join a black college, instead
chose to go to Delta State because that was
the only college that had started a women’s
basketball programme.

It was around this time in the 1970s that
two young basketball players named Larry
Bird and Magic Johnson entered the
National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA). The documentary leans into
footage from both their time in college play-
ing basketball while continuing the theme
of a close-up shot on Harris’ face as she re-
counted her own experience of playing in
college. At 6'3, Harris was playing as a cen-
tre for her team and would routinely
outscore opposition teams.

In 1975, Harris took the Delta State Lady
Statesmen basketball team to the AIAW
Championships. She repeated the feat a
year later and made it to the United States
Women'’s basketball team. For the docu-
mentary, these Olympics are a key moment.
Montreal was the first ever Olympics where
women could play basketball and the first
ever game was a clash between Japan and
USA. Japan would miss the first attempt at
scoring and on the opposite end Harris
makes a layup to become the first woman to
score a basket at the Olympics.

USA and Harris would end up with the
silver medal and Harris would go onto win
her third AIAW championship in 1977 -
completing a collegiate three-peat.

Oscar brings recognition to woman basketball pathbreaker Lusia Harris (below). AP

But the part that the documentary
builds the most towards is also the part that
captures an audience’s imagination the
most about Harris - her life after basketball.
At the time, no Women’s National
Basketball League (WNBA) existed. For a
young, black woman basketball player,
there were no avenues to continue playing
the game.

Pioneer, in several ways

The documentary cuts into Harris’ file of
newspaper clippings from the time she
played - clippings that she kept for when
she would stop or would have to stop play-
ing the game. During these shots, the cam-
era oscillates back to her face as she opens
up about suffering from bipolar disorder
and how she would disappear from public
life a couple of years after winning an
Olympic silver.

Harris is also famous for being the only
woman ever to be drafted in the NBA. She
was a seventh-round pick by the New
Orleans Jazz (Now the Utah Jazz) but chose
to give up the chance to play in the NBA. Part

of this was because she had chosen to marry
her childhood sweetheart, part of it was
that she thought it was a gimmick and she
wouldn’t have survived in the NBA.

“Phone rings, someone from New
Orleans Jazz is calling. ‘We want you to
come and try out for the team’. I just
thought it was a publicity stunt and I felt
like I didn’t think I was good enough.
Competing against a woman, yes. It’s a dif-
ferent story against a man. [ said no to the
NBA,” said Harris in the documentary. The
22-minute footage is rife with director Ben
Proudfoot - who has a previous Oscar
nomination for A Concerto is a conversa-
tion - using Harris’ matter-of-fact, yet hard-
hitting, lines to get through to the audience.

The theme of ‘what if makes its final
appearance in the last bits of footage in the
documentary. On one hand, Harris de-
scribes why she could never play profes-
sionally, her life as a high school coach and
how her children went on to become suc-
cessful. On the other hand, there is Larry
Bird and Magic Johnson - peers of hers in
college — now starring in Converse sneaker
commercials after having become titans in
the NBA.

One of the final clips of the documen-
tary shows Harris getting inducted into the
Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame by none
other than her idol Robertson. It then
shows women playing in the modern-day
WNBA. The idea isn’t to portray that she got
left behind, but that she chose a different
path that came with its own successes and
losses.

“If there is anyone out there who doubts
that there is an audience for female ath-
letes and questions whether their stories
are valuable or entertaining or important
... let this Academy Award be the answer,”
said Proudfoot at the Oscars.

Immigrants return Canada’s
favour with World Cup spot

MIHIRVASAVDA
MARCH 28

A winger born in a refugee camp in
Buduburam, Ghana, to parents fleeing the civil
war in Liberiain 1999.

Agoalkeeperwho escaped the Croatian war
of independence at the age of seven.

A forward born in New York and raised in
Port-au-Prince, Haiti.

A left-back and a striker, born to Nigerian
families in England.

NOTHING, ON the face of it, ties all these men
of diverse backgrounds. Yet, over the last four-
year cycle, they came together to forge one of
the biggest underdog stories in football.

On Sunday, Canada - a country that was
ranked outside the top hundred in the FIFA
charts not too long ago; that had qualified for
the World Cupjustonceinits history,and that
too 36 years ago - secured its berth for Qatar
2022 with a 4-0 romping of Jamaica. And it’s
hard toimagine them achieving this feat with-
out contributions from Alphonso Davies, Milan
Borjan, Jonathan David, Ike Ugbo and Samuel
Adekugbe - the stars who have one thing in
common: they are allimmigrants ina country
known for its openness and tolerance.

The Canadian football team, of course, is-
n't the only one that has benefitted from its
country’s immigration policies. At the 2018
World Cup, one in 10 players was born out-
side the country they played for, as per a
Quartz research, while France’s triumph was
hailed as a ‘victory for immigrants every-
where’ in a reference to 15 players with
African roots in Didier Deschamps’ all-con-
quering squad.

Yet, few countries seem to have made
such a policy intervention key to their sport-
ing exploits as successfully as Canada. And
their World Cup qualification is merely a con-
tinuation of it.

Immigrant wave

From an Indian point of view, the impact
isvisible every time Canada’s hockey teamis
inaction - almost the entire teamis filled with
players who are either first-generation
Canadians or born in India and relocated a
few years ago.

But while Indians account for the highest
number of immigrants to Canada, according
to official data, different nationalities have
contributed to their rise on the sports field.
Sample this data from Statistics Canada 2016
Census:

W2,855 immigrants work across the country
as athletes, coaches, officials and referees;
M 16,075 immigrants earn their living as in-

Canada's Jonathan David (right) and Jamaica's Adrian Mariappa vie for the ball
during World Cup football qualifying action in Toronto on Sunday.

AP

structors and programme leaders in sport,
recreation and fitness, and;

W 20 percent of Canada’s sports coaches are
immigrants.

This has, over the years, reflected in the
North American country’s achievements
across sports — Donovan Bailey, Canada’s two-
time 100m Olympic gold medallist, immi-
grated from Jamaica; Geraldine Heaney, con-
sidered to be a pioneer in Canadian women'’s
ice hockey, hailed from Northern Ireland;
Bianca Andreescu, the first Canadian woman
to win a Grand Slam (2019 US Open), is of
Romanian heritage while another tennis star
Denis Shapovalov was born in Israel.

In football, Canada’s unprecedented rise
canbe attributed to - as The Los Angeles Times
noted - the country’s Refugee Resettlement
Project which was established in 1978 as part
of the United Nations’ Operation Lifeline. More
than 300,000 refugees have beenresettledin
Canadain the last two decades under the pro-
gramme, including the family of Bayern
Munich star Davies, considered the best player
in the Central and North American region at
the moment.

Eight foreign-born players

Davies wasn't on the field when Canada
sealed their World Cup qualification on
Sunday. The 21-year-old watched from his
home, recovering from heart inflammation
after contracting Covid-19, and dropped to
the floor, bursting into tears after the final
whistle blew.

For him, playing in the biggest single-sport

event might have seemed a world away when
he landed in Canada at the age of five with his
family after spending years in arefugee camp,
‘struggling for clean water, food, and shelter...’
according to the Bundesliga website.

“It's a true reflection on Canada as a
whole,” the country’s all-time leading scorer
Dwayne de Rosario was quoted as saying by
CBC.“ThereasonIsay that is because my fam-
ily left Guyana to come here for a better life
and more opportunity and I think I've capi-
talised on that. If youlook at Alphonso Davies’
story, the same thing. His parents left Africain
a tough situation, came to Canada for more
opportunities and Alphonso definitely capi-
talised on that. And that’s the beauty of sport.”

Not just Davies. When Canada’s English
coach John Herdman named his squad for the
qualifiers, there were eight foreign-born play-
ers in his squad, including Charles-Andreas
Brym (born in France), Jayson Leutwiler
(Switzerland) and David Wotherspoon
(Scotland) in addition to the five mentioned
earlier. There are others, like the irrepressible
Cyle Larin, who was born in Canada to par-
ents who came from Jamaica.

Borjan, who fled during the Yugoslav war
and arrived in Canada when he was 13, said
he and others who have made Canada their
home are just returning a favour. “We fight
for what's given to us. Canada gave us peace,
better schools, a better life... better every-
thing,” he said in January after Canada de-
feated the United States to all but seal their
World Cup berth. “This (qualifying for the
World Cup) is just the way for us to return it
toCanada.”
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS

1 Club for those at the green stage
(6)

4 Helped a fool with new diets (8)
9 Gadget wrongly labelled (6)
100Id Sally Brown (8)

12 Cats and dogs for example pace
around (4)

13 Poems written about old salts (5)
14 Cheap price though requiring a
lot of notes (4)

DOWN

vessel (4)

17 What the inventor of the withoutattachment(6)
monorail had? (3-5,4) 1 Castllg pieis served upin chef's
20 Not descrinti 'f h ith choice dishes (12)

S el DU CCHTICE S 15 For fish some paper money is
dull pupils (5-7) ) . aboutright(5)
23 Charge the boy nothingto goin 16 Gettinga horse on board creates
(4) difficulties (5)

24 Married women hold different
views (5)

25 Satisfied with a quarter measure
(4)

28 Control shown as others fall (8)
29 Aleg up is needed getting this
disease (6)

30The last thing a crowd will do (8)
31 Possibly push to conclusion (6)

it(8)

dish(6)
(6)

1 Accommodate a wealthy manin |
fraud (3-2,3)

2 Got there perhaps but not by
oneself(8)

3 Wetake turnand turn aboutin the

5 He upsets some scholar about the
beginning of term (12)
6 This monthin Westminster (4)

7 Inferior saucepan (3-3)
8 Excessive fondness for female

18 Effortis needed to make a trial of

19He daren’t upset a supporter (8)
21 Highly decorated lid for a new

22 Large numbers are in the services
26 Exempt from being unemployed
“4)

27 Box for a piece of jewellery (4)
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Solutions Crossword 4699: Across: 1 Fuses, 4 Habitue, 8 Yea, 9 Abdicates, 10 Athlete,
11 Level, 13 Father, 15 Agenda, 18 Alias, 19 Mailing, 21 Headdress, 23 Ave, 24 Notepad,
25 Tiers. Down: 1 Fly half, 2 Spaghetti, 3 Shade, 4 Hedged, 5 Backlog, 6 Tot, 7 Easel,

12 Vindicate, 14 Eased up, 16 Anglers, 17 Impend, 18 Ashen, 20 Inset, 22 Act.
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intense and passionate, but the
question you face is how on
earth you can put your dreams

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
You'll soon be hitting
amore energetic
phase -if sucha
thing were possible -
so keep your eye on the long-
term picture and go the whole
hog when dealing with
anything connected with your
broader interests and
ambitions. Plus a partner who
was once so irritable, could be
displaying hidden reserves

of charm. This is withouta
doubt one of the
GEMINI(May 22 - June 21) most confusing and
There’s no doubt exacting periods of
g:t‘g%c;;ltgigb]e ©  theyearforyouand for many
projects offthe people in your social circle. Or is

ground, this week. It is up to
you, though, to see that all
practical arrangements are
absolutely crystal-clear and
confirmed. Otherwise, other
people will pick up the wrong

end of the stick, and run withiit. ﬁlthOUgh partners
ave been bringinga
CANCER (June 22 - July 23) little light into your
This is certain to be life, you may have
an action-packed felt that just the opposite was
week and your true. Often it has seemed that
determination to you have been bowed down by

bring an uncertain phase to an
end should be successful. It's all
too easy to be swept away by
your feelings, so it is essential to
maintainagrip onall practical

angles and details. deep hole.

LEO (fuly 24- Aug23) AQ_UARlUSE(_]an21-Feb }9)
Travel plans, new vents at work may
projects and have made you
adventures are well regret taking others

at their word. Yet,

starred, although
Mars' imminent change of
position means that you have

onyou to keep the peace by
yourself. Instead, you can
encourage partners to play their
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)

Several planets are
@ the early regions of

your sign, arousing a
You may be taken aback by
somebody's attitude, but that's
over you.It's just a matter of
finding the middle way.

proper part.

now aligned with
spirit of argument and debate.
noreason to let them walkall
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)

it? Think again. It's in the nature
of your current transits that
reality is likely to be obscured
by layers of misunderstanding.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)

personal responsibilities, but
not for much longer. What
seems far more likely is that
you'll begin to climb out of a

within a few days, Mercury will
have adopted a position which

New Delhi
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PUNE, MUMBAI To ALLOW 50% CROWD

Mumbai:The Maharashtra government has allowed an increased spectator
limit for IPL matches in Mumbai and Pune. Till now the only 25% crowds
were allowed at the four venues, but now the limit has been increased to 50%,
applicable from April 2.

Dodgy selections, sexual harassment FIR and Bihar cricket rot

ASHISHSATYAM
PATNA,MARCH 28

THIS MONTH, Bihar made eight
changes to the playing Xl for their
final Ranji Trophy game against
Arunachal Pradesh. They still
ended the season without a win,
finishing behind BCCI's newer
teams Nagaland, Manipur, Sikkim
and Arunachal.

Here's one obvious reason. The
season that started with two un-
der-19teams entering BCCI's age-
group tournament, both claiming
to represent the divided Bihar
Cricket Association (BCA), has
been marked by constant chop-
ping and changing. The game of
musical chairs, where 62 crick-
eters represented Bihar across
tournaments, also saw three
coaches and a selector being
changed within months. There
are other reasons that are not so
obvious. BCA president Rakesh
Tiwary, a former state BJP treas-
urer, is at the centre of allegations
of procedural wrongdoing and in-

terference in selection of teams.
Tiwary was also named in a sex-
ual harassment FIR filed at the
Parliament Street police stationin
Delhi by an owner of a player
management firm.

The charges levelled against
Tiwary by his colleagues include
holding key selection meetings at
his home. Officials and coaches
say those who didn't toe Tiwary's
line were shown the door.

Former Bihar first-class player
and coach Tarun Kumar says he
put his foot down when Tiwary
tried to influence the selection
process. “There would be frequent
requests to accommodate rela-
tives of bureaucrats, politicians,
businessmen. Such requests
would regularly be from Tiwary.
AsIdidn't agree, I was sacked.
Some of the players for the Syed
Mushtaq Ali trophy were noteven
fit for club cricket,” Kumar said.

When contacted, Tiwary said
the background of players was not
acriteria but cricketing merit was.
“We won't play sons of bureau-
crats and other such influential

people just because their fathers
are atan advantageous position,”
Tiwary told The Indian Express.

Nikhilesh Ranjan,aBihar bats-
man from the 1990s, replaced
Kumar for the 50-over tourna-
ment, the Vijay Hazare Trophy.
After the first two matches,
Ranjan was demoted to assistant
coach before being sacked.

“In the third match, Pavan
Kumar, my assistant, was made
the head coachand Iwas made his
assistant. About 30 minutes into
the fourth match, the manager
called me while I was at the
ground. He asked me togoback to
the hotel, pack up and leave. Since
thereis nosecretary or joint secre-
tary, the president is in charge,”
Ranjan said.

“In the recently concluded
season, two reserve selectors were
appointed apart from the three
main selectors... this means the
BCA was already aware that one
of the three main selectors ap-
pointed would probably leave in
between,” he said

According to Tiwary, the

change in backroom personnel
was necessitated because the
coach was causing rifts in the
team.

“Inthe Vijay Hazare Trophy, of
the two coaches sent...therewasa
tussle between some of the play-
ersand we found thata coachwas
involved in incitement. The Ranji
Trophy coach was found guilty in
avery old case by the court of the
Ethics Officer. However, we still
appointed him. Later, someone
filed a petition in the court of the
Ethics Officer and the court held
thatonceithasdeemed someone
guilty, how can he be appointed
coach once again,” Tiwary said.

What has also raised eye-
brows is the high number of
players and standbys that repre-
sented Bihar this season. While
this season's Covid protocol al-
lowed teams to name a 20-mem-
ber squad for the Vijay Hazare
Trophy, Bihar picked 25, includ-
ing two reserves. Of them, 23
made it to the Playing XI, includ-
ing the two reserves. Typically
three or four players are named

as stand-by teams, but Bihar had
15 for the Vijay Hazare tourna-
ment and Ranji Trophy.

Since the start of the domes-
tic seasonin September last year,
62 senior cricketers have made it
to the playing XI of Bihar across
formats. The corresponding
numbers in established teams,
like Mumbai and Karnataka, are
43 and 51, respectively. Those in
the know say that more players
means more people can be
obliged.

Kumar Arvind, former BCA
joint secretary, claims that selec-
tors were summoned to Tiwary's
home and team lists were
changed. “Before the Vijay
Hazare tournament, Tiwary
called the selectors to his home
and replaced seven players.
When I refused to sign, he en-
sured that I was out of BCA. This
year for every format there was
anew coach,” he said.

Arvind alleges that Ranjan
and Tarun Kumar were ousted
because coaches were asked to
play players who had paid

Titans win battle of debutants

Shami and Tewatia star for Gujarat as another match ends in victory for chasing side

SYNOPSIS: Rahul Tewatia’s
unbeaten 40 off 24 balls led
Gujarat Titans to a five-
wicket win with two balls to
spare after Mohammed
Shami’s three-wicket burst
had restricted Lucknow
Super Giants to 158.

ABHISHEK PUROHIT
MARCH 28

Shami on fire

Mohammed Shami on song
in Test cricket is a delight to
watch of course, but you can’t
take your eyes off him in the
shorter formats as well when he
is in the mood. Two nights ago
at the same ground, Umesh
Yadav had choked Chennai
Super Kings in the Powerplay
with pace, swing and accuracy.
This match was played two
pitches away from Saturday’s
IPLopener, on a surface that was
not even close to the first one in
terms of zip and bounce.
Moreover, Umesh had got his
wickets when batsmen had at-
tempted aggressive strokes.
Instead, Shami went through
the defences of three interna-
tional batsmen in three succes-
sive overs.

KL Rahul might as well have
been opening the Indian batting
on a cold first morning of a Test
match at Old Trafford against
James Anderson, given the de-
livery he got first ball. Good
length, around off, just holding
its line, and taking the edge
through to the 'keeper. Batsmen
unsure about what to do on a
fresh pitch where the new ball
is skidding and seaming is a

Mohammed Shami (left) bowls out Lucknow batter Manish Pandey on Tuesday.

PTI

Shami, regardless of the format.
Quinton de Kock got one from
wide of the crease that didn’t
even move, but the angle was
enough to burst through the
massive gap between his inde-
cisive bat and pad.

Manish Pandey actually got
one that nipped in from just
short of a length and bowled
him through the gate. When a
fast-disappearing dry
Powerplay is on batsmen'’s
mind, it is perhaps too much to
expect them to hold bat and pad
tightly together to keep out
someone of Shami’s class. His
figures read 3-0-10-3 at that
moment, and LSG were 29 for 4.
A return that would have been

morning of a Manchester Test.

The Hooda, Badoni revival

Even after the damage Shami
caused, the challenge con-
fronting LSG was apparent when
the express Lockie Ferguson
came on as first change. And
even without the wusual
Wankhede bounce on this sur-
face, Ferguson was putting in
enough effort to make the short
ball climb onto the batsmen’s
chest.

There is some space for hun-
kering down and weathering the
storm even in T20, whichis what
Deepak Hooda and IPL debutant
Ayush Badoni did. And when the
dew came on, they smartly tar-

Pandya and Varun Aaron. Badoni
slogged, lapped and steered
Hardik for three successive
boundaries. He slogged the fiery
Ferguson for six to get to his half-
century. Hooda hasn’t always
come good on his reputation for
big hitting, but on Monday, he
waited for the opening before
cutting loose. He was immensely
powerful down the ground, and
also adept at intentionally slic-
ing the ball past point. He arched
inside the line of an Aaron short-
ish delivery aimed at him and
somehow steered it wide of
point for four.

The fifth-wicket stand added
87 off 68, and Badoni hung
around until the last over to set

arecovery from 29 for 4.

Hardik leads by example

Hardik Pandya had a work-
out in all departments in his
maiden outing as skipper in the
IPL. With LSG having a horror
Powerplay, he began stretching
in the sixth over and brought
himself onin the seventh. He op-
erated in the early to mid-130s,
with the odd ball clocked in the
late 130s, and began with a cou-
ple of quiet overs. Despite hav-
ing the options of Vijay Shankar
and Rahul Tewatia, Hardik chose
to give himself two more overs.
The first two had gone for a col-
lective seven runs, the next two
went for 11 and 19. He under-
standably took ages at times to
set his field, almost never having
had to set one before at the sen-
ior level. For instance, in the last
over, he sent third man back and
brought deep point in the circle.
He then changed his mind, send-
ing point back and bringing fine
legin.

At No. 4, he had to bat in an
unfamiliar position and also play
an unfamiliar game from 15 for
2.Itreflected in the fact thateven
as 26 of his 33 runs came in
boundaries, he still managed a
strike rate of only 118. The all-or-
nothing effort came to an end
when he lofted brother Krunal
straight to long-off. Fortunately
for him, the trio of David Miller,
Rahul Tewatia and Abhinav
Manohar were up to an asking
rate of 10 in the last eight overs
asthe dew aided another win for
achasing side.

Brief scores: Lucknow Super
Giants 158 for 6 (Hooda 55,
Badoni 54, Shami 3-25) lose to
Gujarat Titans 161 for 5
(Tewatia 40*, Hardik 33,

recipe for disaster against right in place on a cold first getedthe weakerlinksinHardik  atargetintherangeof160,quite  Chameera 2-22) by five wickets

EMOTIONALROLLERCOASTER -+l
Hot heads, calm minds and everything in between at the game

To Gill a Dropping Bird - a la Kapil Krunalpips ~ Change in team,

brother, Hardik  fortunes same

It’s the season of the 1983 movie, A change of

and Shubman Gill did a Kapil, team has not

running back to take a tremen- necessarily

dous catch. He has taken catches
diving forward inside the circle,
taken near the boundary too, but
the running backwards hasn’t
been his great speciality. In the
2020-21 series, when his pres-
ent [PL team-mate Matthew
Wade had holed out behind
midwicket, Gill nearly made a
mess, running unsurely back but
was saved the blushes by
Ravindra Jadeja who burst past
him to take a pearler. No such
doubts tonight, though. As soon
as Evan Lewis top-edged a pull,
off he turned from midwicket
and dashed back. And kept run-
ning. Eventually, he got to the
ball and it still seemed it might
dip a bit forward, he lunged to
pouchitand landed with the ball

safely in the palms. Kapil
diehards might deduct a point
as his 1983 version was not only
under more pressure but he had
sprinted so swiftly. But another
school of thought these days,
promoted heavily by Faf du
Plessis, is that the fall helps
break the movement nicely so

that the ball doesn’t snap out of
the palms. That's why du Plessis
falls down to the ground even
for what seems regulation
skiers. Gill perhaps felt he
needed that lunge not only for
the post-pouch ‘give’ but even
to wrap his palms completely
around the ball.

Krunal Pandya veiled his joy with
his palms after he ejected his
brother Hardik. As soonas Manish
Pandey completed the skier, and
a crushed Hardik swiped his bat
in the air in rage, Krunal turned
away from his brother and cov-
ered his face in his arms. It was
only after his brother trudged past
him that he unveiled and flashed
half a smile, reluctantly, almost
like a formality. Hardik, though,
was in a fit of rage, not so much
perhaps for giving his wicket to his
brother as getting out at a crucial
juncture of the match.

changed the
fortunes of KL
Rahul. Few
teams have lost as many
close-finishes as Punjab
Kings—two defeats in the su-
per-over last edition alone—
in his reign. He began his
Lucknow Super Giants reign
on a similarly frustrating
note. Rahul could not hide
his dismay. He looked crest-
fallen and downcast as he
plodded back to the dug-out.
Unlike earlier when he cutan
agitated figure, now, he
stood at the edge of the cir-
cle, near mid-off, where he
was fielding and kept
stroking his chin like a man
who has lost all his hopes.
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BCA president Rakesh Tiwary (extreme right) at the special general body meeting.

money, and that those who dis-
agreed were removed.

Tiwary justifies the jumbo list
of players. “The humongous pop-
ulation of Bihar needs represen-
tation.Thad asked the coach and
captain about the many changes
in the final Ranji game. I was told
since we were out of contention,
we tried several players,” he said.

The allegation of sexual ha-
rassment against Tiwary is linked
tothe BCA's proposed T20 league
and the arrest last year of the

president of Gurgaon-based
Secure Corporate Management,
Ashutosh Bora, and his sister
Chitra,in an alleged “cash for se-
lection” scam. Chitra, out on bail,
has alleged that Tiwary molested
her at a five-star hotel in New
Delhi.

Asked about the FIR, Tiwary
said: “They are still allegations,
nothing has been proved yet... |
never entertained them.lamin-
nocent.” When contacted, a sen-
ior officer of Delhi Police said:

“Tiwary was booked under sec-
tions of sexual assault. No arrest
hasbeen made so far in the case.
We are investigating the matter.”

Last year, the BCCI had to in-
tervene in the BCA's selection
matters after a turf war between
Tiwary and a rebel group led by
former MLA and state BJP
spokesperson Prem Ranjan Patel.
The Board had also pulled up BCA
for hosting the inaugural Bihar
Cricket League (BCL) without its
permission.

SPEARHEAD

President Ram Nath Kovind presents the Padma Shri to Neeraj Chopra, the first track & field
athlete to win a gold medal for India at the Olympics. PTI
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PUBLIC NOTICE FOR APPROVAL PROCESS 2022-23

AICTE invites applications for setting up New Technical Institutions and approval to
Existing Technical Institutions / Universities / Institutions (Deemed to be Universities) for
conducting Technical Programmes / Courses including ODL and Online for the Academic
Session 2022-23.

New Technical Institutions shall submit online application under Chapter - | as per
provisions laid down in APH 2022-23. Central / State / Private University willing to take
AICTE approval shall have to obtain AICTE approval for ALL Technical Programmes /
Courses, partial approval shall NOT be permitted. If it is noticed that a University /
Institutions (Deemed to be University) has taken partial approval, their AICTE
approval shall be subsequently withdrawn.

All Existing Technical Institutes / Institutions (Deemed to be Universities) / Central /
State / Private Universities already approved by AICTE shall submit online application
Under Chapter — I / Il / IV / V / VI as per provisions laid down in APH 2022-23. It is not
mandatory for the Central, State and Private Universities to take approval of AICTE for
Technical Programmes. However, such Institutions have to maintain AICTE norms in
conducting Technical Programmes. They may take approval of AICTE to avail various
benefits of AICTE schemes including scholarships for students.

The Standalone Institutions / Institutions (Deemed to be Universities) / Universities already
approved by AICTE intending to Introduce / Continue courses in Open and Distance
Learning Programmes and Online Programmes shall submit application as per Chapter-V
of APH 2022 — 23. Further as per UGC (Open and Distance Learning Programmes and
Online Programmes) Regulations 2020, approval of respective regulatory body is
necessary for running the programmes under Open and Distance Learning
Programmes and Online Programmes. Accordingly, approval of AICTE as per provisions
laid down in Chapter —V of APH 2022-23 is required to be taken.

For Institutions (Deemed to be Universities), it is mandatory to have AICTE approval from
the Academic Year 2018-19 in compliance of the Hon’ble Supreme Court Order dated
03-11-2017 passed in CANo0.17869-17870/2017. It is found that some of the Institutions
(Deemed to be Universities) (including category | & Il autonomy) as well as Institutes of
Eminence (IoE) have not yet taken AICTE approval or taken partial approval for selected
Technical Course(s)/ Programme(s). Therefore, Institutions (Deemed to be Universities)
who have never taken approval from AICTE are directed NOT to run any Technical
Programme(s) / Course(s) without prior approval of AICTE. All loEs and Category | and Il
Universities / Institutions (Deemed to be Universities) shall enjoy benefits as per UGC/
AICTE regulations. However, such Institutions / Institutes of Eminence (IoE) shall have to
update the data in AICTE Web-Portal on an annual basis and comply the norms and
standards as specified by AICTE from time to time. (Refer clause 4.21 of APH 2022-23)

Submission of online applications for A.Y. 2022-23 shall begin w.e.f 29-03-2022 till
22-04-2022 (Midnight). The last date for submission of online applications with penalty
for Extension of Approval based on self-disclosure ONLY for existing Institutions is
permitted up to 29-04-2022 (Midnight). It may be noted that there shall be NO further
extension of date.

All Higher Education Institutions conducting / desirous to conduct Technical
Programmes are requested to visit AICTE Website @ “www.aicte-india.org > Home >
Quick link: Approval Process 2022-23” regularly for all General Notifications,
Updated Information and Official Communications related to Approval Process
2022-23. There will not be any individual communication to the Institutions /
Universities.

AICTE is also organizing online curtain raiser event appraising the changes in APH
2022-23 on 29-03-2022 at 10:30 AM. Interested Education Partners can attend the same
through the link available on website. Prof. RAJIVE KUMAR

Advt. No: Approval Bureau/AICTE/03(05)/2022 Member Secretary, AICTE
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