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SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

RUSSIA’S FOREIGN Minister
Sergey Lavrov is expected to
come to India this week, days af-
ter the visit by Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi.

With the war having com-
pleted a month, India on
Thursday abstained on a resolu-
tion pushed by Russia in the
United Nations Security Council

g Russian
f 1 Foreign
t. ¢ Minister
i 3, 1 Sergey Lavrov

(UNSC) on the humanitarian cri-
sis in Ukraine.

The resolution, which was
perceived to be critical of
Ukraine, did not get the required
nine votes and failed to pass.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

War is new normal, a
trickle returns home
under ‘illusion of safety’

EXPRESS
FROM THE
FRONTLINE

KRISHN KAUSHIK
LVIV,MARCH 27

FLEEING their homes in war-rav-
aged eastern Ukraine, thousands
are still coming to Lviv in the west
every day. As they walk out of the
over-a-century-old, grey-domed

At Lviv station. Krishn Kaushik

railway station, local volunteers
feed them, provide medical
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

define minority
status: Centre

Responds to plea that Hindus be
given minority tag in some states

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

CENSURED BY the Supreme
Court for not taking a stand on
the politically sensitive question
of identifying minorities at the
state level and granting of mi-
nority status to Hindus in states
where their numbers have fallen
below that of other communi-
ties, the Centre has finally bro-
ken its silence and put the onus
on states, saying they too have
the power to declare communi-
ties as ‘minority’.

In an affidavit filed in the top
court, the Union Ministry of
Minority Affairs said “state gov-
ernments can also declare a re-
ligious or linguistic community
as a ‘minority community’
within the state”.

The affidavit was filed in re-

Political
sensitive
@ issue

EXPLAINED

GRANTING THE prayer of
the petitioner to identify
minorities at the state-
level would mean that the
Centre will have to take a
decision on according
Hindus and smaller groups
with minority status in
places such as Kashmir,
Punjab and many
Northeastern states, where
the respective majority
communities currently
hold minority rights.

sponse to a 2020 petition by ad-
vocate Ashwini Upadhyay, who
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Jaishankar in
Maldives: takes
stock of projects,
signs key pacts

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister S
Jaishankar signed pacts on
health and education, and dis-
cussed regional security and
maritime safety issues with his
Maldivian counterpart Abdulla
Shahid on Sunday.

Jaishankar, who arrived in
the Maldives on Saturday, also
met  President Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih.

He will fly to Sri Lanka on a
three-day visit beginning
Monday;, as India seeks to bolster
its ties with two very important
neighbours in the Indian Ocean
region, proactively reaching out
with projects and initiatives to
counter the influence of China.

“Defence cooperation” is a
crucial component of the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

WORLD

NOT REGIME CHANGE
CALL: U.S. ON BIDEN
REMARKS; MACRON
DISTANCES HIMSELF
PAGE 12

STARTING
FROM

ENGLISH MEDIUM
Time: 04:00 PM- 7:00 PM

06"APRIL “
2022

HINDI MEDIUM
Time: 08:00 AM- 11:00 AM

VAJIRAQ & REDDY INSTITUTE

India's Top Potential Training Institute for IAS

Strategy to Achieve Success :

Interactive session for Interview CSE-2021
with

Prof. D.P. Agarwal

Former Chairman, UPSC
Book your slot : www.vajiraoinstitute.com

MOCK INTERVIEW CSE-2021

Offline & Online
Modes available

Under the guidance of Eminent interview experts, Retd. IAS/IPS/IFS/IES Officers

Shri M.C. Gupta (Retd. IAS)

* Former Chief Secretary Govt. of Haryana
* Former Director of IIPA

Ranjiv Singh Dalal (Retd. IPS)
* Former Director General of Police, Haryana
Shri Anil K. Sinha (Retd. IAS)

* Executive Director National Institute of
Disaster Management Govt. of India

Shri Arun Jha, IAS (Retd.)

Former Secretary, Government o findia

Shri Skand Ranjan Tayal (Retd. IFS)
* Former Ambassador to South Korea, Uzvekistan
Shri Anil Kumar Upadhyay IFS (Retd)
Former Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, M.P

Mrs Sangeeta Gupta, IRS (Retd)
Chief Commissioner Of Income Tax.

Dr. Bala Prasad (Retd. IFS)
(Ex Special Secretary to Govt. of India)

Prof. R. Sharma
(Retd. Prof. of Political Science D.U.)

Shri M. Ramachandran (Retd. IAS)

* Former Secretary Govt. of India
* Former Chief Secretary Govt. of U.P.

Shri R. Srinivasan IES (Retd.)
(Retd. Advisor to the Govt. of India)
Dr. G.C. Srivastava (Retd. IAS)

* Ex-member Secretary 12th Finance Commission
*Vice Chairman Central Administrative Tribunal

Shri B.B. Srivastava (Retd. IAS)
* Former Secretary to the Govt. of India Department
of Land Resources (Ministry of Rural Development)
Shri A.K. Mangotra (Retd. IAS)
(Former Secretary to Govt. of India)
Shri Anil Kumar, IAS (Retd)
Former Secretary, Govt of India.

Dr. Satendra, IFS (Retd)
International Disaster Risk Reduction Expert,
Food and Agriculture. UNO
Prof. V. Gautam
(Retd. Prof. of Environmental Science & Biotech D.U.)

Prof. Satish Kumar
Expert of IR & Internal Security

Date : March- 28,29, 30, 31, April-1, 2, 3,4,5,6,7  Registration: www.vajiraoinstitute.com
Venue : Hotel Jay Pee Siddharth, 3 Rajendra Place, Delhi. Call : 81266-44-440

BUSINESS AS USUAL

By UNNY

Offshore trusts
first in searches
tied to probe in
Pandora Papers

RITUSARIN
NEW DELHI, MUMBAI,
MARCH 27

THE INCOME Tax Department
and its newly created Foreign
Asset Investigation Unit (FAIU)
have stepped up action on infor-
mationrevealed in records from
Pandora Papers investigated by
The Indian Express
last year, con-
ducting two
major search
operations this
month that offi-
cials said were
linked to the global media leak.
The first operation focused
on family members of former
Congress Union Minister, the late
Satish Sharma, and the other on
construction major, Hiranandani
Group. Officials described both
the operations as “successful”.
Whatis significant is that fol-
lowing the dispatch of notices to
“almost all” Indians named in
the collaborative investigation
by The Indian Express and
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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begins, Ash Barty
retires, and a big
announcement

In this episode, we discuss the latest season
of the Indian Premier League, the
retirement of Ash Barty, and also share a
big news of our own for the listeners.
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Jaishankar

India-Maldives partnership,
Jaishankar said as he formally
handed over to the chief of the
Maldivian defence forces the
Coastal Radar System, compris-
ing 10 radar stations.

“This system will contribute
to enhancing security for the
Maldives and for the entire re-
gion,” he said.

Following bilateral talks late
on Saturday night, Jaishankar had
said, “I return to the Maldives af-
termore thanayearand the time
in between, actually despite the
Covid, has witnessed fast paced
progress in our relationship.

“Guided by the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and President Ibrahim Mohamed
Solih, our cooperation has actu-
ally witnessed and withstood the
arc and anguish of the pandemic
together.

“And it has showed that your
(Maldives's) policy of ‘India First’
and our policy of ‘Neighbourhood
First’, these are not just phrases
but these are actually the very ful-
crumof our relationship,” he said.

The two countries had held
wide-ranging discussions on the
bilateral partnership, and taken
stock of ongoing projects and ini-
tiatives across a very wide range
of sectors, Jaishankar said. “We
looked at socio-economic devel-
opment, trade and investment,
and tourism,” he said.

Jaishankar described the de-
velopment partnershipasa“cen-
tral pillar of the relationship” be-
tween India and the Maldives. “It
isavery transparent partnership,
driven directly by Maldivian
needs and priorities — [it] today
ranges upwards of USD 2.6 billion
in terms of grants, concessional
loans, budgetary support and ca-
pacity building and training assis-
tance,” he said.

Maldives Foreign Minister
Shahid said “fortifying and build-
ing on the long-standing ties is
one of the top foreign policy prior-
ities of President Solih’s adminis-
tration”.

Maldives “welcomes India’s
'Neighbourhood First Policy’, un-
der which we have gained im-
mense socio-economic benefits”,
Shahid said. “And we remain
committed to our 'India First
Policy".”

“Our relationship is one that
has stood the test of time,and one
that will continue to flourish. I
thank India for the assistance it
has provided throughout the
Covid-19 pandemic. We remain
grateful that we can always rely
on India during times of need.
Both our countries have experi-
enced the hardships and
tragedies of the pandemic, but we
are emerging stronger together,”
he said.

“I thank the government and
the people of India for standing in
solidarity with us, and for being
our friend and partner through-
out the years. May the close bonds
between our two countries con-
tinue to grow deeper and
stronger.”

Shahid’s words assume signif-
icance at a time when the main

opposition party in Maldives, led
by former President Abdulla
Yameen, is spearheading an anti-
India campaign.

With regard to Adduy, a city in
the southernmost atoll of the ar-
chipelago and a stronghold of for-
mer president Mohamed
Nasheed's Maldivian National
Party (MNP), the External Affairs
Minister said India was support-
ing projects in a range of sectors
— infrastructure, tourism, fish
processing,and health. “Work has
commenced on the Addu Roads
projects,asalso on the 4000 hous-
ing units, the drinking water and
sanitation,” he said.

Nasheed, who is the Speaker
of the Majlis, is a vocal supporter
of close ties with India.

On his discussions with
Shahid on strategic issues,
Jaishankar said: “We have also
had a discussion on regional se-
curity and maritime safety issues,
[ think that the threat of transna-
tional crimes and terrorism and
drug traffickingisindeed very se-
rious. In this context, I'm very
pleased to see that our capacity
building and cooperation and
training have expanded in this. I
thinkitis for both of us, strength-
ens our defence and security.”

The National College of
Policing and Law Enforcement
(NCPLE), which was inaugurated
on Sunday; is India's largest grant
funded project in Maldives,
Jaishankar said. “It will assist the
Maldives Police Service (IMPS) to
train its officers and enhance its
crime-fighting capacities for the
years to come. We are also sign-
ing an MoU for capacity building
between the Maldives Police and
our National Police Academy,” he
said.

The iconic Greater Male
Connectivity Project has the po-
tential of transforming the trans-
port landscape of the Maldivian
capital, Jaishankar said. “It gives
me great pleasure in recognising
the progress we have made on
this project and we have moved
from the level of concept to pre-
liminary works in less than two
years, that too during the years of
Covid. Geo-technical surveys are
ongoing. I hope we can do a
ground-breaking in the coming
months,” he said.

The External Affairs Minister
noted that the Hanimaadhoo
Airport Redevelopment Project,
cricket stadium, and social hous-
ing projects had gained momen-
tum over the past year.

“We are also confident that
the Gan Airport Redevelopment
Project, which is another crucial
ingredient of Addu’s transforma-
tion, will enter the implementa-
tion phase very soon”, he said.

The two sides signed a pact
paving the way for connectivity
between the Higher Education
Network of Maldives and the
National Knowledge Network of
India, whichis expected toenable
access todigital libraries and net-
working sources for studentsand
Maldivian education profession-
als. They also signed an agree-
ment for reciprocal recognition of
Covid vaccination certificates,

said thatas perthe 2011 Census,
Hindus were a minority in
Lakshadweep, = Mizoram,
Nagaland, Meghalaya, J&K,
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
and Punjaband that they should
be given minority statusin these
states in accordance with the
principle laid down by the
Supreme Courtinits 2002 TMA
Pai ruling.

In the TMA Pai case, the SC
had said that for the purposes of
Article 30 that deals with the
rights of minorities to establish
and administer educational in-
stitutions, religious and linguis-
tic minorities have to be consid-
ered state-wise.

Under Section 2(c) of the
National Commission for
Minorities Act, 1992, the Centre
had in 1993 notified five com-
munities — Muslims, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Parsis and Christians
--as minorities.

Upadhyay had in 2017 first
moved the apex court praying
for appropriate guidelines for
the identification of minorities,
and for Hindus to be declared as
aminority community insome
states and UTs where their
numbers were below that of the
majority community.

While seeking the quashing
of the 1993 Central notification,

he pointed out that Jains were
also added to the list of minori-
ties in 2014, but not Hindus de-
spite them being a minority in
some states and UTs.

The Centre, in its affidavit,
said the petitioners' argument
that the followers of Judaism,
Bahaism, and Hinduism, who
are "real minorities” in Ladakh,
Mizoram, Lakshadweep,
Kashmir, Nagaland, Meghalaya,
Arunachal Pradesh, Punjab and
Manipur cannot establish and
administer educational institu-
tions of their choice "is not cor-
rect” since states can also “cer-
tify institutions as being
minority institutions as per the
rules of the said state”.

The Centre pointed out that
Maharashtra had notified Jews
as a minority community in
2016 and Karnataka had noti-
fied Urdu, Telugu, Tamil,
Malayalam, Marathi, Tulu,
Lamani, Hindi, Konkani and
Gujarati as minority languages.

Therefore, the government
said, “matters such as declaring
(that) the followers of Judaism,
Bahaism, and Hinduism who
are minorities in Ladakh,
Mizoram, Lakshadweep,
Kashmir, Nagaland, Meghalaya,
Arunachal Pradesh, Punjab and
Manipur can establish and ad-

States too can notify minority groups: Centre

minister educational institu-
tions of their choice in the said
state and laying down guide-
line(s) for identification of mi-
nority at state level may be con-
sidered by the concerned state
governments”.

Seeking the dismissal of the
plea, the Centre said in the affi-
davit that “the reliefs sought by
the petitioner are not in larger
public or national interest”.

It, however, said a reading of
the TMA Pai ruling also “reveals
that the Supreme Court has
nowhere eroded the power of
the Central Government to no-
tify acommunity asa‘minority”
and that it “does not impinge or
putany legalembargo onthe ex-
ecutive powers of the Parliament
and Central government”.

The government said that
under the Constitution, both
Parliamentand state legislatures
“have concurrent powers toen-
actlaw to provide for the protec-
tion of minorities and their in-
terests” and added that “if the
view that the states alone have
the power to enact law on the
subject of minority is accepted,
then in such case, the
Parliament will be denuded of
its power to enact law on the
said subject, and this would be
contrary to the constitutional

scheme”.

After Upadhyay moved the
SCin 2017, the SC asked him to
approach the NCM, which took
the stand that it “does not have
the jurisdiction to deal with the
prayer...” and that under
Section 2(C) of the NCM Act,
only the Centre can declare a
community as a 'minority’.

Upadhyay again moved the
SC, where a bench headed by
then Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi sought the assis-
tance of Attorney General K K
Venugopal.

But by the time it was listed
next for hearing, CJI Gogoi had
demitted office and the new
Bench headed by his successor
CJISABobdedismissed the plea
without assigning any reasons.

Upadhyay then filed a fresh
pleain August 2020, again chal-
lenging the constitutional valid-
ity of Section2(c)of the NCM Act.

Though the SC has issued
notice on August 28, 2020, the
Centre failed to file its counter-
affidavit. On January 31, the SC
slappedacostofRs 75000nthe
government for dragging its feet
and gave it one “further oppor-
tunity” of four weeks to re-
spond. The case is scheduled to
come up for hearing tomorrow,
March 28.

whichis expected tofacilitate eas-
ier travel between the two coun-
tries.

The Minister said the time-
tested India-Maldives relation-
ship was poised for a quantum
jump. “We are touching the lives
of our people like we have done
never before. We are partners in
development, we are promoting
peace and security, and our rela-
tionship, in many ways, serves as
amodel for the region.”

Maldives has been seeing
protests accusing the government
of having “sold out” to India. The
so-called “India Out” campaign,
which has received active back-
ing from the former president
Abdulla Yameen and his
Progressive Party, has intensified
since Yameen was released from
house arrest after being exoner-
ated of corruption charges.

The Maldives tilted heavily to-
wards China during Yameen's
2013-18 presidency. The “India
Out” campaign is likely to be
Yameen's main political platform
as he seeks to return to power af-
ter the next elections in 2024.

Putin’s aide

By its abstention, New Delhi
signalled that it was not aligned
with Moscow's position.

India had earlier abstained on
Western-led resolutions that crit-
icised the Russian military action
inUkraine. Thursday's abstention
reflected an attempt by New
Delhi toseeka neutral positionas
it continues to engage and walk a
diplomatictightrope on theissue.

Hours later, India abstained
againonaUnited Nations General

Assembly (UNGA) resolution
moved by the French and the
Mexicans, which got 140 votesin
favour, five against,and 38 absten-
tions. This resolution was “strong”
inits condemnation of Russia.

US President Joe Biden had
said last week that among the
Quad countries, Indiawas “some-
what shaky” in showing its oppo-
sition to the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. Australiaand Japan, who
make up the Quad along with
India and the US, have criticised
Russia’s aggression.

Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla was at the UN
inNew York where the resolution
pushed by Russia was negotiated.
China voted with Russia in favour
of the resolution, which was co-
sponsored by Syria, North Korea,
and Belarus. India and the re-
maining UNSC members ab-
stained. Unlike the other abstain-
ing members, India issued no
statement on the vote.

Russia had called foravote on
the draft resolution that de-
manded that “civilians, including
humanitarian personnel and per-
sons in vulnerable situations, in-
cludingwomen and children, are
fully protected, calls for negotiated
ceasefire for enabling safe, rapid,
voluntary and unhindered evacu-
ation of civilians,and underscores
the need for the parties con-
cerned to agree on humanitarian
pauses to this end”.

The resolution, which made
no reference to the Russian inva-
sion, was one of three on the hu-
manitarian situation in Ukraine
thatwere putup before the UNGA
and UNSC.

Pandora Papers

International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists (ICIJ), the
Government's probe team, super-
vised by a Multi Agency Group
(MAG), has started action first on
offshore trust-owning individu-
als and companies named in
Pandora Papers.

The MAG was set up by the
Government on the day The
Indian Express published its first
report on Pandora Papers in tan-
dem with 150 media outlets, de-
tailing offshore ownerships con-
tained in 11.9 million leaked files.

What distinguished Pandora
Papers from previous ICI] offshore
investigations was the unveiling
of thousands of offshore trusts set
upintaxhavens--evidently,asan
opaque structure for its benefici-
aries and toavoid or reduce inher-
itance and estate taxes.

Indians are required todeclare
any association with an offshore
trust--beitasaSettlor, Trustee or
Beneficiary -- in the Foreign Asset
(FA) declaration section of their
Income Tax returns. If they fail to
doso, they are liable for stiff penal-
ties and fines under the 2015
Black Money Act.

While it is early days yet,
probe officers say they are finding
apatternof either non-disclosure
or partial disclosure of offshore
trusts linked to Indians named in
Pandora Papers.

In the case of Satish Sharma's
family members, the FAIU con-
ducted search operations in Delhi,
Mumbai and Goa early this
month.

Records investigated by The
Indian Express in Pandora Papers

showed that Satish Sharma was
Protector of two trusts: JanZegers
Trust, incorporated in 1995 in
Cayman Islands with at least 10
members of his family shown as
beneficiaries,and JZII Trustin New
Zealand in which his wife Sterre
Sharma was listed as beneficiary.

The trusts, records revealed,
had several underlying offshore
companies and properties in
France and Singapore that were
linked as assets.

Similarly, the records showed
how members of the
Hiranandani family set up a BVI
entity called Solitaire Trust. The
trust had as many as 25 offshore
companies linked to it -- the
shareholding of these companies
was transferred toit-- with assets
totaling $60 million in 2017.

Last week, searches were con-
ducted by the IT Department in
this connection in Mumbai,
Bengaluru and Chennai with the
company issuing a statement
subsequently that the trustand its
assets were “bonafide and in
compliance with law”.

Officials told The Indian Express
that with a plethora of leads on
dozens of complex trust structures
detailed in Pandora Papers under
the scanner, action could beinthe
offing against more Indians
named in the records.

They, however, pointed tothe
challenging nature of the investi-
gations due to multiple jurisdic-
tions in which the offshore trusts
could be holding assets and bank
accounts --and the divergence of
laws governing these structures
inIndiaand countries of their for-
mation.

A September 2021 Income
Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) or-
der in the Yashovardhan Birla
case, in which the industrialist
was given relief since he was not
the “substantial owner” of the
family’s offshore trusts, is also be-
ing seen as a possible complica-
tionin future for the Black Money
Act and, therefore, cases probed
under Pandora Papers.

‘[Musion of safety’

assistance and help them find ac-
commodation or move west to
Poland.

But now, some Ukrainians
have begun moving back to their
homes in the east -- low in num-
berbut a steady trickle neverthe-
less, lured by an “illusion of safety”
with Russia announcing that it
would now focus specifically on
the Donbas region.

In the early days of the inva-
sion, Andrew Ohirchak would see
over 50,000 people coming to
Lviv on trains. “But in the last ten
daysor so, the numberis downto
10,000-15,000,” says the 19-year-
old computer programming stu-
dent who has been volunteering
outside the station for over three
weeks.

Among the hundreds waiting
for the next journey, Violata
Siekicheva (42), her mother Nima
Ivanona (69) and sister-in-law
Alina (23), who is gently rocking
her baby in a pram, are not look-
ing for a temporary home. They
have come to the station to find a
way toreturn home in the south-
eastern city of Zaporizhzhia, on
the Dnieper river, which also
houses a nuclear plant.

Approaching fromthe eastern
Donbas region, Russian troops
have beenattackingZaporizhzhia,
whichisalso the mainevacuation
point for those stuck in Mariupol
and other parts of Donetsk and
Luhansk. And, the trio fled early
with the baby to reach Lviv
province about three weeks ago.

Siekicheva's husband and son
are part of the local police force,
and stayed back. When she left,
theairport had been bombed, and
with the nuclear stationin the city,
they were worried. “Our neigh-
bourhood wasn'tbombed, but we
could hear the bombs,” she said.

“I am worried about my son
and husband. When we left, the
trains were cramped, and it took
us 24 hours. The journey was very
tough,” she said. Now, they “want
to go back home” because they
are less scared given the current
situation -- and they “want to be
with the men” they had left.

Ithas been overamonth since
the war started. Days earlier, in a
sign thatit was recalibrating strat-
egy after being stalled by the
Ukrainians, Russia said the first
phase of their “special military op-
eration” is over. The next phase
will focus on the Donbas region,
it said.

It remains to be seen how the
invasion will map out but with
missile strikes as far west as Lviv
on Saturday, and the spectre of
Belarus joining the war, the larger
theatre appears to be settled, at
least for now, with no major gains
for either side in the last few days.

US President Joe Biden under-
scored this during his speech in
Poland on Saturday. “We must
commit now to bein this fight for
the long haul...This battle will not
be won in days or months either.
We need to steel ourselves for a
long fight ahead,” he said.

As both sides become en-
trenched, the new normal hasled
to a sense of safety. Besides, the
unexpected military defence by
Ukraine, supported by the West,
is a major morale-booster for
Ukrainians who now firmly be-
lieve that they can win this war.

Oleksandr Pertsovsky, who
heads the railway passenger
transportation department, told
The Indian Express that the num-
ber of people going west is still
low. “Ifyou have, say, 30,000 from
Kyiv who went westward, it is no
more than 3,000 going
east...sometimes, people also go
tobring back their elderly parents
or pets,” he said.

But then, he acknowledges,
there are families like that of
Siekicheva, too. “It’s the first sign
that people are willing to go back
totheir homes.Many who moved
within the country or beyond left
their houses with nothing and
have nowhere to go. So the mo-
ment they see there is at least
evenanillusion of safety,and they
can survive, they start coming
back,” Pertsovsky said.

“Some have no house toreturn
to.Butatthe very firstopportunity,
people try to return. We are very
happy to bring them back. But I
hope for peace time whenwe can
bring themback to safety,” he said.

According to the railway offi-
cial, 3 million people have gone
west on trains since the war be-
gan. “Unless there is another of-
fensive, or intensifying of rockets,
missiles,bombs and shelling,Iam
not expecting another wave. It
also depends on whether the sky
remains a threat,” he said.

“Inthe early days, we had upto
200,000 people per day on the
trains, travelling from east towest.
Now this figure has dropped to
50,000-40,000.The same applies
to people crossing the interna-
tional border. In the early days,
there were 20,000-25,000 peo-
ple using the railway crossing into
Poland. Now this number has
dropped to 4,000-5,000,” the of-
ficial said.

There are concerns, however,
about the portcity of Odessa with
apopulation of about 1 million. “It
feels like a safe haven right now.
But should the Russian troops ad-
vance, hundreds of thousands
will be willing to escape, and will
have a very narrow window,”
Pertsovsky said.

He also pointed out that from
areas like Mariupol, Donetsk and
Luhansk, thousands are still stuck
and need to be evacuated. “They
are coming in hundreds every
day. It’s not measured just by
numbers, butalso by the situation
people are stuckin,” he said.

Humanitarian corridors for
those stuck in Mariupol are being
worked out, and 7,000 residents
were evacuated on Thursday.
“The first wave is behind us. But
we stand ready,” Pertsovsky said.

PAR TAPI NARMADA RIVER-LINKING PROJECT

As Cong looks to tribals’ protest, BJP moves to thwart its plans

KAMAL SAIYED
SURAT,MARCH 27

WITH THE Congress backing the
ongoing protest by tribal com-
munities against the Par Tapi
Narmada (PTN) river-linking
project, the state BJP has decided
to dispatch a delegation of sen-
ior leaders to Delhi in the com-
ing days to meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

“A Gujarat BJP delegation
comprising Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel and party state
president CR Paatil will meet
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in the coming days and make

representations to him to cancel
this project,” the ruling party’s
Valsad district chief Hemant
Kansara told The Indian Express.
The Congress is lending its
weight to the protest against the
PTN project with the objective of
winning back its former core
voter base that comprised of
tribal people, Dalits, and Other
Backward Classes (OBCs). Tribal
communities fear that they will
be displaced in the thousands be-
cause of the river-linking exercise.
The Congress’s hopes lie with
its tribal face and Vansda MLA
Anant Patel who is leading the
campaign against the project.
After organising four large

protest gatherings in his per-
sonal capacity in south Gujarat
districts with significant tribal
population — the first one was
held on February 28 in Valsad
district’s Dharampur, the second
one on March 5 in Vyara in Tapi
district, the third meeting was
organised on March 11 in Dang
district, and the fourth on March
21 in Valsad district — on March
25 Patel led a protest rally in
Gandhinagar under the
Congress banner to coincide
with the Assembly session.

On the dais along with the
Vansda MLA were his fellow leg-
islator Jignesh Mevani, who rep-
resents Vadgam, and Congress

working president and Patidar
leader Hardik Patel. All three lead-
ers are part of the Congress’s
youth brigade that, the party
hopes, will again consolidate its
Kshatriya, Dalit, Tribal, and
Muslim votes — a strategy, known
as KHAM, that had helped the
Congress secure a record 149 of
182 Assembly seats in 1985.
Asked if the protests would
help the Congress benefit elec-
torally in constituencies reserved
for Scheduled Tribes (STs), Anant
told The Indian Express, “This
movement will definitely bene-
fit us in the coming Assembly
elections. We will defeat the BJP
in Assembly seats such as Dangs,

Dharampur, and Kaparada from
the BJP.”

Kansara’s statement reveals
that the BJP is concerned about
the traction Anant Patel and the
Congress are getting from tribal
communities just months before
the polls. On March 3, the saffron
party’s MLAs from tribal commu-
nities and leaders from units in
south Gujarat met Bhupendra
Patel and Paatil to discuss the op-
position to the PTN project. The
state BJP chief told the delegation,
“We will make representations to
the Central government and re-
quest them not to go ahead with
this project.” FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

Chandigarh administration staff to
get central service benefits: Shah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 27

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday said that the
service conditions of employees
of the Chandigarh Union
Territory administration will
now be aligned to that of the cen-
tral civil services. He also said
women employees will now get
childcare leave of two years in-
stead of the current one year.
“Iwant to give a good news to
the employees of the Chandigarh
administration...You(employees)
are going to benefit in a big way,”

New Delhi

Amit Shah inauguratesa
building in Chandigarh. pr1

Shah said. Hewasin the city toin-
augurate and lay foundation
stones of projects worthRs632.78
crore. Addressing a gathering,

Shah said he was visiting the “city
beautiful” after along time and felt
very good. “In the history of the
modern world, Chandigarhis the
most developed city in the cate-
gory of planned cities,” he added.

Meanwhile, parties in Punjab
slammed Shah'’s decision with
Akali Dal spokesman Daljeet
Cheema Akalileader calling it a vi-
olation of the spirit of Punjab
Reorganisation Act. “This means
denial of right of Capital to Punjab
forever,” he said.Calling it a dicta-
torial decision, Congress MLA
Sukhpal Singh Khaira urged Rajya
Sabha MPs from the state to take
up the issue with the Centre.
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MISHAP AT UNDER CONSTRUCTION BENITO JUAREZ MARG UNDERPASS

DU student’s leg crushed under 150 kg
slab at construction site in South Delhi

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

A19-YEAR-OLD Delhi University
student was injured after a slab
of rock weighing 100-150 kg
toppled and crushed a part of her
leg at the under-construction
Benito Juarez Marg underpassin
South Delhi on Wednesday.

Police said the slab was at the
road divider near the construc-
tion site, which is under the
Public Works Department
(PWD), wheniit toppled onto the
student while she was crossing
the road in front of Durgabai
Deshmukh Metro station along
with her friends.

The student, who was
shifted to Holy Family hospital,
on Sunday alleged that there
was no barricading or safety
equipment on the road.

“My friends and [ were go-
ing to Satya Niketan for lunch.
We left college and were cross-
ing the road when the slab fell
on my leg. I was shocked and
didn’t know whatto do... my leg
was crushed by the heavy rock.

Police said the slab was at the road divider near the
construction site, that is under the PWD, when it toppled on
the student while she was crossing the road. Express

Iwas crying. My friends started
screaming for help. Around 10-
15 people had to lift the slab to
rescue me. They then took me
to Primus hospital,” she said.

While confirming that work
is part of the Benito Juarez Marg
underpass, a senior PWD official
working on the project denied
negligence by PWD and said jer-
sey barriers and barricades are
in place at the site.

“Work on the underpass is

completed, and work on the
road side was on. The underpass
is coming up in the middle, with
Satya Niketan and South cam-
pus colleges on either side.
Students cross the Ring Road
and use this construction site as
a short cut despite repeated
warnings. When the incident
happened, road rolling work
was underway... the students
were crossing the road and col-
lided with the barricade and the

slab fell on the student’s leg. Her
toe was injured, it was nota ma-
jor accident.”

“The students were crossing
from an unauthorised stretch/
section... We request students
and pedestrians to not risk lives
by crossing the Ring road and to
use the foot overbridge,” he
added.

Police said they received a
callabout the mishap and a case
will be registered on the com-
plaint of the student.

“She was not fit for a state-
ment earlier. We will take her
complaint and file a case against
the contractor and authorities
involved for alleged negligence.
Legal action will be taken,” said a
senior police officer.

The woman told The Indian
Express that she had lost her
parents to cancer and Covid re-
cently and lives with her rela-
tives.

“I'was scared because I suf-
fered multiple fractures, skin
tears and needed two surgeries.
We needed money for treat-
ment, but my family didn’t have
the money. My friends and

other students helped me.
Doctors have said it will take 5-
10 months for me to walk. I
hope somebody takes action
against the construction group...
[ was simply crossing the road
and the slab fell because of the
excavator,” she said.

Doctors at Holy Family hos-
pital said the girl suffered multi-
ple fractures on her leg and her
foot was severely damaged.

She underwent two surger-
ies — one to treat the deformity
and the other was skin grafting
from the thigh to her foot. They
said she will be discharged
soon and will undergo physio-
therapy.

Meanwhile, a group of DU
students from Sri Venkateswara
College, Jesus and Mary College
and other South Campus de-
partments started an online
crowdfunding campaign and
helped the student pay the hos-
pital bills. In a notice they
drafted on the incident, they al-
leged “irresponsibility on the
part of the authority, the con-
struction group and the person
operating the machine”.

15 police stations report most
snatching cases in city: Data

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

DURING A crime mapping exer-
cise of snatching incidents across
the capital, the Delhi Police Crime
Branch has identified the top 15
police stations with most such
cases. Of these 15, five police sta-
tions — Shastri Park (63 cases),
Nand Nagri (41), Bhajanpura (36),
New Usmanpur (29), and Jyoti
Nagar (28) — are under the
Northeast district where maxi-
mum incidents have been re-
ported till March 23 this year.

Inacrime review meeting on
Saturday, Police Commissioner
Rakesh Asthana reviewed crime
trends, shown by Special CP
(Crime)R S Yadav, and discussed
preventive measures taken by
the district police concerned.

“The analysis conducted by
Northeast district police found
that in more than 85% of total
registered snatching incidents,
the snatched property is a mo-
bile phone, and that the inci-
dents were committed from 6
pmto 2 am when there is heavy
movement of people. In view of
population density and crowd in
the district, phone users are a
soft target for snatchers,” a sen-
ior police officer said.

Renowned endocrinologist Dr Sujeet Jha passes away at 55

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

IN WHAT was reminiscent of
Paul Kalanithi's book When
Breath Becomes Air, Delhi-based
renowned endocrinologist Dr
Sujeet Jha left his book about his
journey with leukaemia unfin-
ished. His wife now intends to fin-
ish it from his notes — some scrib-
bled and some recorded. Dr Jha
died on Saturday due to compli-
cations of treatment. He was 55.

Dr Jha worked at Max health-
care. His wife, Dr Vinitaa Jha, who
alsoworks at Max healthcare, de-
scribed him as the “life of the
party, a brilliant clinician, and a
thorough academician”.

“Even while undergoing
chemotherapy, he would sit with
alaptop, an iPad, and a mobile
phone giving consultations to his
patients. Once, he was upset that
his students were under-pre-
pared for their exams. So, after
coming back from his
chemotherapy, he called them

Dr Jha worked at Max
healthcare

home and took their class from 7
pmto 10 pm,” said Dr Vinitaa.
She said he was already plan-

ning what he would do once he
got better, including travelling to
Australia. Dr Vinitaa said her hus-
band was notorious for never
calling in a patient on time:
“That’s because he didn’t see the
patients just for 10 minutes in
the OPD; he would take 30 min-
utes, 40 minutes, as long as re-
quired with every patient.
Patients would enter his room
complaining of delays, but they
always left with a smile.”

Dr Sandeep Budhiraja, group
medical director of Max

Healthcare and Dr Jha'’s friend
and colleague for over 15 years,
said, “He always sported a smile.
All his patients were happy with
him because he gave everyone a
personal touch. Not just a good
clinician, he was also great atac-
ademics.” He said he got his
medical ethics from his father
who s also a physician.
DrVinitaasaid, “He (his father)
is 90 years old and still practices.
He was an expert of Kala Azar and
worked with the WHO. Sujeet
was always in awe of his father.”

For the last several years, he
had set himself a dress code —
beige pants and white polo shirts.
He was always full of energy, so
the first sign that troubled Dr
Vinitaa was when he said he felt
tired twice in one week. “Tired is
not a word that exists in his dic-
tionary or our household. He was
always the first to get on a dance
floorand last to leaveit.”

Nothing fazed him even after
his diagnosis, she said. “It was an
unfortunate reaction. I feel he left
too early, he had somuchtodo.”

THE CASES

Station  Noof cases
Shastri Park 63
Pandav Nagar 44
Nand Nagri 41
Bhajanpura 36
Seema Puri 33
Rohini South 32
New Usmanpur 29
Vikaspuri, 28 each
JyotiNagar, Aman
Vihar, Janak Puri,

and Rajouri Garden
Dwarka North 27
Mangolpuri 25
Dabri 24
When contacted, DCP

(Northeast) Sanjay Sain said they
have taken several preventive
steps and their snatching calls
have been decreased as compared
tolastyear: “There was ajurisdic-
tional issue of Shastri Park police
station with New Usmanpur po-
lice station, but we have resolved
that... There were bushes in
Yamuna Khadar and we have
found that in most cases, the ac-
cused managed to escape into the
bushes... We have removed all
bushes from that area... We are

also coordinating with the depart-
ment concerned to build abigwall
and place more street lights.”
While reviewing crime inci-
dents of the last month, Asthana
found 753 incidents were re-
ported from February 24-March
23 as compared to 782 in the
same period last year. “District-
wise, there was a decline in
snatching incidents as compared
to last year. 101 incidents took
place in Northeast Delhi as com-
pared to 107 (last year); 74 inci-
dents in East Delhi as compared
to77;and 61 incidentsin Dwarka
ascompared to38,” an officer said.
The Crime Branch mapped
top 15 police stations with regard
torobbery incidents. Delhi Police
spokesperson Suman Nalwa said
each station hasits own strategy
depending on the demographic
profile and type of crime.

“As per the review period,
209robbery incidents took place
as compared to 207 last year.
Three districts reported the high-
est robberies — 32 in Outer, 29 in
Dwarka, 19 in Outer North,” the
officer said. However, this year,
the percentage of solved cases has
improved in comparison to last
year — 89% of robberies were
solved this year as opposed to 86%
last year, 43% of snatchings were
solved this year as compared to
last year’s 40%, as per data.
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‘ROZGAAR’ BUDGET

Our focus is on strengthening

demand so

jobs are created by default, says Dy CM

MALLICA JOSHI &
SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

A DAY after the Delhi govern-
ment’s ‘Rozgaar Budget’, with a
focus on providing jobs to 20
lakh people in the next five years,
The Indian Express speaks to
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia on the implementation,
the boarding school for home-
less children, delay in MCD polls,
and The Kashmir Files issue.

Do you think the Centre has
not done its part in the past
two years to address
unemployment which is why
states are having to
compensate?

The Centre alsoneeds todo it
and states also need to do it and
we have demonstrated an entire
approach. Worldwide, there are
two approaches for generating
jobs. One is strengthening the
supply side, the other is handling
the consumption side. We have
limited scope on the supply side
in Delhi. We can't establish fac-
tories because of pollution-re-
lated reasons. This is why our fo-
cusis to control the demand side
and make it so strong that jobs
are created by default there...
World over when there have
been discussions on getting out
of crises, those attempts have
been successful where they
strengthened the demand side.

Do you think the Centre has
done enough in this direction
initsrecent Budget?

No. No one has done some-
thing like this. Whatever the
government does is investment.
Taking all government invest-
ment towards the target of job
creation is something we are
also doing for the first time. We
have created its foundation in
the last 5-6 years. Even if there
wouldn't have been the Covid ef-

—— BRIEFLY —

Delhi Metroto
hold customer
satisfaction
survey

New Delhi: In order to im-
prove passenger service and
quality, the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) will
conduct a survey from
March 28 to May 1. Officials
said the main objective of
the survey is to know what
commuters thinkaboutvar-
ious aspects of Metro oper-
ations including feedback/
suggestions on improving
the quality of service.

Delhigovt’s
project to build
modern bus
shelters to
start thisyear

New Delhi: The long-
pending project of con-
structing 1,397 bus queue
shelters will finally start
in the upcoming financial
year as the Delhi govern-
ment has allocated Rs 75
crore for it, which is 150
times higher than the pre-
vious year. “The budget
has increased and the
transport department has
got a good share this year.
This will help expedite
several transport infra-
structure projects,” said a
government official. ENS

Civic school
renamed after
Kashmiri
Pandit leader

New Delhi: An MCD school
inNorth Delhi has been “re-
named” after prominent
Kashmiri Pandit leader Tika
Lal Taploo, who was
gunned down in Srinagar
33 years ago, a senior offi-
cial said Sunday. PTI

fect, we would perhaps have
been doing this. Because today
we have done so much work in
the education and health sector,
working in the job sector is the
step after that. We had created
teams around six months ago
which were tasked with study-
ing this entire system. They con-
ducted close to 150 meetings
with different market stakehold-
ers on different verticals — loca-
tion-wise, sector-wise. It was not
easy toenter and understand the
cloud kitchen sector, they stud-
ied Mumbai's food truck model
and Indore’'s Sarafa Bazar.

Which sector, according to
your projections, has the
most scope for generating
employment?

There are 2-3, it can't be ei-
ther, or. Retail consumption, food
and beverages need to be tapped
intowell... These are a club. If you
go towards the service sector,
there are lots of opportunities
but the service sector is present
in Delhi either in the form of very
big services but individual level
start-ups don't have alot of sup-
port. There is one model of IT so-
lutions in Pune, Bengaluru and
Hyderabad where you set up an
IT city. Another model is decen-
tralising it. In Delhi, the start-up
model will come... for our start-
up policy, we are assuming that
the service sector, and especially
IT, will have a lot of demand and
there are lots of possibilities. We
are offering Plug and Play in both
cloud kitchens and the electronic
city. We have spoken to people
from the electronic industry be-
fore proposing the electronic
city. It is a non-polluting indus-
try, there are possibilities of both
blue collar and white collar jobs,
and will run on Plug and Play.

What has GST collection for
this year been like?

Till March 24 in 2019-20, it
was Rs 24,964 crore, in 2020-21

.

Manish Sisodia also holds the Finance portfolio. Gajendra Yadav

it was Rs 19,557 and the economy.
crore. Today it is
26,781 crore.Soitis With regard to the
higher than the THE EXPRESS 24x7 water
pre-pandemic project, whatis
level. INTERVI Ew the target for all of
WiTH Delhi to have this?
Most of the new MANISH SISODIA We are working
schemesin this DEPUTYCHEFMINSTER  @lotonthe manage-
Budget were in ment of sewage
the employment treated water. Fresh

section, so does the
government feel thatit has
already achieved a significant
amount in health and
education?Is the focus on
consolidating that work
instead of announcing many
new schemes?

If you look at the last seven
years, health and education are
the foundation. Five years ago, it's
not like it was not in our mind that
demand has to be increased and
work has to be done in market
growth. But before that, I need to
work on education. Between
spending on market redevelop-
mentand schools, my priority was
schools. Now since school infra-
structure is more or less settled or
at least on track, we have shifted
to water, market development,

Govt proposes tax
amnesty scheme
for capital’s traders

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

THE DELHI government is plan-
ning to implement a tax
amnesty scheme in abid to help
traders from getting embroiled
in unnecessary legal cases re-
lated to taxation and to recover
pending demands which in-
clude outstanding tax, interest
and penalty.

Officials said that the exact
details on concessions will be
ironed out once the scheme is fi-
nalised.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia proposed the
scheme on Saturday while pre-
senting the rozgaar' budget.

"Due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, our tax revenue was ex-
tremely low last year. However,
tax revenue for the year 2021-
22 showed a satisfactory in-
crease as compared to the pre-
vious year. During the current
financial year, up to February
2022, we have collected Rs
35,112 crore, an increase of 39%
over the previous year (up to
February 2021)," he said.

He said GST and VAT are ma-
jor sources of revenue for the
government.

The tax collection for the
GST and VAT in the year 2021-
22 (up to February 2022) stood
at Rs 24,379.03 crore, with an
increase of 41.90% over the pre-
vious year (up to February
2021).

To recover pending taxes,
the government conducted a
technical survey and found that
an amount of about Rs 38.76
crore was payable. Of this, it has
recovered Rs 26.57 crore.

The pending demand of Rs
12.39 crore is expected to be re-
covered through the amnesty
scheme.

In his budget speech, Sisodia
said, "The government has
taken many measures to facili-
tate taxpayers and increase rev-
enue. In each tax ward, we have
initiated monthly performance

monitoring with 14 main key
performance indicators (KPI)
points. 'Inspector Raj' in the tax
department has been brought
to a halt in Delhi and only GST
Analytics and Intelligence
Network (GAIN) tools are being
extensively employed for sur-
vey and scrutiny.”

The government also made
e-invoicing mandatory for
those taxpayers whose total
turnover was more than Rs 50
crore in the financial year begin-
ning April 2021.

Meanwhile, traders appre-
ciated the government's move
and said that the amnesty
scheme will help them over-
come the losses they faced dur-
ing the Covid- 19 pandemic and
will also save them from legal
cases.

"The pandemic hit business
severely due to which many
traders could not pay taxes on
sale on time. But there was huge
confusion, and several traders
were issued notices over pend-
ing demands and corruption
alsoincreased alot. The scheme
will be beneficial and provide
relaxation on interest and

penalties,” said Sanjay
Bhargava, president, Sarv
Vyapar Mandal, Chandni
Chowk.

Praveen Khandelwal, na-
tional secretary-general,
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT), said, "It will ben-
efit traders but first we have to
see the scope of the scheme, the
implications and what all
would be covered under this,
and what type of people and
business will be covered, and
seeifitis a GSTamnesty or VAT.
Traders witnessed severe busi-
ness loss during Covid..."

The 'rozgaar budget' largely
focuses on boosting the na-
tional capital’s economy and
creating 20 lakh jobs with pri-
ority given to 8 sectors such as
retail, food and beverages, logis-
tics, supply, travel and tourism,
entertainment, real estate, and
green energy.

water is being used for those
purposes for which this water
can'tbe used. Its supply lines, en-
suring that this water goes for
construction work, for road
washing, that is most of water
management. There is some
augmentation with rainwater
harvesting, there is some work
with that.Ican't say when it will
happen but work is happening.

Could you walk us through
the idea behind the boarding
school for homeless children
and what work has happened
before the proposal?
Ultimately, we view children
on the street through the lens of
them breaking the law and all our
actions revolve around that,
around 'correcting' them. When

we approach it that way, a mis-
trust between both sides is born.
You need to understand child psy-
chology as well. We are telling
them, come we will teach you, we
are not 'fixing' you. This is your
home, and offer them a sense of
belonging and ownership... The
idea to make a school around this
hasbeen around for twoyears but
we couldn't do much because of
Covid. But the department has
done quite a bit of homework and
Iwill conductareview onthe 31st.

Will it be difficult to get
families of these children on
board, especially because a
large number of children on
the streets are engaged in
some earning activity?

If a child on the streets has
their parents around, we are
happy to counsel them. But our
firstand primary focusis to cater
to those children on the streets
who have no guardians. In Delhi,
there aren't many homeless
'families'. Most children we see
areisolated children.

The CM's stance on 'Kashmir
Files' in his budget speech

CHADHA WALKS THE RAMP

Aam Aadmi Party leader and Rajya Sabha MP Raghav
Chadha at the Lakme Fashion Week, Sunday. P11

Guard booked for ‘sexually
harassing’ woman in society

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON,MARCH 27

POLICE ON Saturday booked a se-
curity guard of a residential soci-
ety in Gurgaon for allegedly pass-
ing inappropriate remarks and
sexually harassinga woman who
lives there.

Police said, the woman said
that on March 21, she had gone
for a stroll when the security
guard approached her and al-
legedly started passing remarks.
“He made vulgar and inappropri-
ate remarks and asked if [ like to
exercise and if [ needed help in
stretching exercises. He passed
obscene remarks due to which [
felt uncomfortable and quite
scared. limmediately ran towards
the tower and informed the re-

ception about what had tran-
spired. I went to my house and
shared the ordeal with my par-
entsand then called police...” the
woman alleged in the FIR. She
said her mother went to the po-
lice station and filed a complaint.

The woman also alleged that
security agency and officials han-
dling society’s maintenance had
not provided any assistance de-
spite repeated such incidents.
When contacted, an official from
the society’s facility manage-
ment services said the guard has
been dismissed from service af-
ter the incident.

Rajender Singh, SHO of the lo-
cal police station, said, “We have
booked the guard and efforts are
on to arrest him. Complainant
has mentioned more names,
which s a part of the probe.”

created quite a stir. There are
several movies the Delhi
government has made tax-
free in the past, so how come
there is such a sharp reaction
in this case?

Itall started with the BJP. They
have not asked for any other
movie to be tax-free. They inter-
vened in the L-G's speech and
thensir said "You are intervening
inthe L-G's speech, why don't you
put it up on YouTube?' Meaning
theissue that you're highlighting
isimportant, but why are youin-
sisting on making money out of
it? You have made a 10, 20, 50
crore movie and earned Rs 200
crore but are still coming in front
of the L-G and saying 'Make it tax
free'. If the BJP truly believes that
the issue is important, it should
ask the producer to use that Rs
200 crore on the people of
Kashmir because everyone from
the Prime Minister to their work-
ers have promoted this movie.
They should tell the producer that
the money made from the pro-
motions by the BJP should be
used on Kashmiris and the movie
should be put on YouTube so that
everyone can watch it.. What is
the aim? To communicate the
pain to every corner or to make
money?

The Centre has tabled the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi Amendment Bill. What
does this change, according
toyou?

Whatreformis the Centre try-
ing to bring in by reducing the
number of wards in MCD from
272t0250? The only thing thatis
going to happen is that elections
will getdelayed for atleastayear.

Do you think this move is
going to help BJP electorally,
whenever elections happen?

How is it going to help?
Unless the Aam Aadmi Party is
in power in MCD, there can be no
reform.

Sisodia hails CUET:
‘More students from
Delhi govt schools
will get into DU’

All Delhi government schools are affiliated to the CBSE,
except 31 of its Schools of Specialised Excellence. Archive

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

WELCOMING THE move to in-
troduce  the Common
Universities Entrance Test
(CUET), Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said this will
lead to more students from
Delhi’s government schools be-
ing admitted to Delhi
University.

Last week, the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
chairman announced that un-
dergraduate admissions to all
central universities will be done
through the computerised
CUET conducted by the
National Testing Agency and
that class XII marks will not
carry any weightage for these
admissions.

“For us, this is a very positive
move. The competence of chil-
dren in Delhi is not less than
anyone else but somehow,
many state boards tweak their
students’ marks in the name of
rescaling and it would become
unfair. Now a child will be able
to take admission somewhere
or the other based on their com-
petency,” he said.

Delhi University’s statutory
bodies have passed the pro-

posal for its undergraduate ad-
missions to be conducted
through the CUET with no
weightage to class XII marks
which means that its cut-off
system based on board exam
results will end.

All Delhi government
schools are affiliated to the
CBSE, except 31 of its Schools of
Specialised Excellence which
are affiliated to the new Delhi
Board of School Education.

“The number of our children
in Delhi University will now in-
crease.lam telling you. Till now,
because all merit was placed on
class XII marks, some states
were playing very smart but
with a competitive exam, the
numbers will vastly increase,”
said Sisodia.

The CUET will be conducted
in 13 languages in the first week
of July based on Class XII
National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT)
syllabus.

It will require students to at-
tempt 40 multiple-choice ques-
tions each in the case of lan-
guage and the domain subjects
and 60 multiple-choice ques-
tions in the general paper,
which will test a candidate’s
general knowledge and numer-
ical ability among others.

Amid The Kashmir Files row,
Bagga lobs fresh insult at CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

THE ROW over Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s state-
ments on making the movie The
Kashmir Files tax-free in the cap-
ital escalated Sunday, with Delhi
BJP spokesperson Tajinder Pal
Singh Bagga making derogatory
comments against the CM on
Twitter.

Delhi BJP chief Adesh Gupta,
during a protest near the Delhi
Assembly on Sunday, also
quoted Bagga's tweet but said
that it was not right to use
derogatory language for anyone.
“It is not our culture to call any-
one names, because a man is
made of his karma. We have no
right to say anything,” he said.

Over the past few days,
Kejriwal has attacked BJP for
politicising the issue of the exo-
dus of Kashmiri Pandits and said
that the filmmakers have made
crores while BJP leaders were
busy putting up posters of the
movie. He also asked how many
Kashmiri Pandits had been relo-
cated to the valley.

Loy B e

Delhi BJP spokesperson
Tajinder Pal Singh Bagga

On Saturday; after his govern-
ment presented the budget in
the Delhi Assembly, Kejriwal
said, “BJP is doing politics over
the issue. We demand 'The
Kashmir Files' film to be up-
loaded on YouTube. The money
earned from it should be spent
on welfare of Kashmiri Pandits.”
His comments came after BJP
protested in the Assembly, de-
manding that the movie be
made tax-free in Delhi, like it has
been made in several other
states.

The suggestion was first
made by him on Thursday, when
he suggested the filmmaker to

just upload it on YouTube for all
to see free of cost.

Bagga later tweeted, “File a
hundred FIRs against me but if
Kejriwal will lie about the geno-
cide of Kashmiri Hindus, I will
speak. If Kejriwal laughs at the
genocide of Kashmiri Hindus,
then I will speak and [ am ready
to face the consequences.”

BJP leaders have been
protesting against Kejriwal’s
statements in the Assembly,
with Gupta alleging during
Sunday’s protest that the CM
made fun of the plight of
Kashmiri Pandits while “laugh-
ing like Ravan”.

Former union health minis-
ter and MP Harsh Vardhan said
the kind of language being used
by Kejriwal shows his mental
bankruptcy. “The development
that took place in Jammu and
Kashmir in the past seven years
has not happened in 60 years
since Independence.” He said the
BJP won MCD pollsin 2007,2012
and 2017: “But after the BJP's cor-
poration polls win in 2017, the
defeated Kejriwal has been com-
ing up withillogical statements,”
he said.

Woman ‘hires two hitmen to kill’
former cook over property dispute

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

A 60-YEAR-OLD woman al-
legedly hired two men to kill
her former cook over a prop-
erty dispute in Shahdara. The
victim, aged 30, was shot dead
inside her house allegedly by
the contract killers two weeks
ago. Police Sunday said they
have arrested the two men and
are looking for the elderly
woman who is absconding.
According to police, the eld-
erly woman lives alone at her
house in Shahdara and owns
properties worth Rs 1.5-Rs 2
crore. The victim earlier worked
at her house as a cook. Last year,

New Delhi

Police have arrested the
two men while the
woman is on the run

police said she quit and allegedly
tried to grab the woman'’s prop-
erties and threatened her.

Police alleged the elderly
woman then approached her
house help, who then contacted
the “contract killers”.

DCP (Shahdara) R
Sathiyasundaram said, “The two
men were paid Rs 1 lakh for the
job.On March 14, they broke into
the victim’s home and fired
three bullets at her. We scanned
CCTVs and spotted a bike that

was used by the duo. The team
identified the bike’s registration
number and mapped its move-
ments.”

On Saturday, police arrested
one of the accused, Zeeshan,
from his home at Anand Vihar.
He told police about his associ-
ate, Shokeen. “We sent two
teams to arrest him from
Gandhi Nagar. During the early
hours, he was spotted. We sig-
nalled to him to stop but he tried
escaping and fired at us. One
bullet hit the bullet-proof jacket
of aninspector. Police fired in re-
taliation and he was shot in the
leg and arrested,” said the DCP.

Police said the duo were
hired by the elderly woman to
kill the victim.
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COMING SOON

PRESIDENT FOR COP26 and a Minister of State in the British
Cabinet Office, Alok Sharma is expected to visit India early next
month - his first since organising COP26 in Glasgow. Sharma had
earlier scheduled atrip to Indiain February and had written tothe
Ministry of External Affairs for an exemption for the entire dele-
gation from Covid-19 protocol measures, but with India still reel-
ing under the pandemic, this trip was cancelled. During his trip,
Sharmais expected to discuss climate financing— ademand that
India has repeatedly brought up at various international forums,
including COP26, and has stressed on the need for developed
countries to transfer funds to developing nations to meet climate
targets. Apart from Environment Minister Bhupender Yadavand
Renewable Energy Minister R K Singh, Sharma is expected to
meet Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar among others.

TiME, TIMING

WITH THE AAP registering a landslide victory in Punjab, the
buzz in the central hall and corridors of Parliament are about
how “unlucky” the Congress is. During its five-year term in
Punjab, the Congress could not take advantage of its majority in
the Assembly for sending its representatives to the Rajya Sabha,
where the term is six years. Now that the Congress lost power,
the AAP has sent five members. The five members who are re-
tiring on April 9 were elected in 2016 before the Congress came
to power. The other two members who have terms till July -
Ambika Soni and Balwinder Singh Bhunder - were also elected
in 2016. Congress leaders from Punjab and Haryana can’t stop
talking about the “bad time” the party is going through.

PARTY MATTERS

NOW THAT Chief Ministers of crucial states which went to
polls recently have been decided, the BJPis backin full action
mode at the organisation level. Party circles are abuzz with
speculation and discussions on the organisational appoint-
ments and the next national executive meeting. The most sig-
nificant among them is the possible candidates for the apex
decision-making body of the BJP - the parliamentary board.
The party is expected to announce the date and venue for the
next national executive meeting soon and a large section of
BJP leaders expect the long-pending nomination for the par-
liamentary board would also happen soon.

BJP, RSS misleading BSP workers, will never
accept any offer to become President: Maya

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW, MARCH 27

CLAIMING THAT she would never
accept the post of President of
India from any other party,
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) chief
Mayawati on Sunday accused the
BJP and RSS of “strategically
spreading a false propaganda” to
mislead her supporters in the re-
cently concluded Assembly polls.

“Through a well-thought-out
strategy and conspiracy in this
election, the BJP through RSS
spread false propaganda among
our voters thatif the BSP does not
come to power in UP, I will be
made the President of the country
and hence they should let the BJP
come to power. Inreality, I cannot
even think in my dreams to be-
come the President... Letalone be-
coming the President, I cannot
even imagine such a thing in my
dream.Iwanttomakeitvery clear

BSP president Mayawati

thatintheinterest of our party and
movement, | can not accept the
post of President of BJP or any
other party,” Mayawati said,
adding she is a “firm disciple of
(BSP founder) Kanshi Ram who
hadrejected such an offer”.

She was speaking to BSP lead-
ers and workers during a meet-
ing toreview the party's debacle.
The party managed to win only
one seat in the 403-member
Assembly with its voteshare dip-
ping to 12.88 per cent. She also
held the rival SP and the Muslim

AZAMGARH LS BYPOLL:
BSPFIELDS JAMALI

Lucknow:; BSP chief Mayawati
on Sunday announced that
the party's candidature of for-
mer MLA Shah Alam alias
Guddu Jamali for the
Azamgarh Lok Sabha bypoll.
Jamali was a BSP MLA for two
terms — from 2012 to 2017
and 2017 to 2022. He also
held the position of its legisla-
ture party leader in the last
UP Assembly but was sacked
shortly before polls. ~ ENS

community for the BSP's loss.
“Nobody had expected that
the results will be so bad... After a
thorough study, only one reasonis
coming to the fore... when Hindus
noticed that Muslims associated
with the BSPwere supporting the
SP, a majority of them (Hindus)

NC was ready to tie up with
BJP to form govt in 2014: Rana

Farooq Abdullah rejects claim, says he is ‘cooking up’ stories

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, MARCH 27

IN A sensational disclosure that
assumes political significance,
senior BJP leader and former
minister Devender Singh Rana
claimed that the National
Conference, of which he was a
member, was prepared to form
government in coalition with the
BJP after the 2014 Assembly elec-
tions gave a hung verdict in erst-
while Jammu and Kashmir state.
Former CM and National
Conference president Farooq
Abdullah, however, denied it, say-
ing Rana was cooking up stories.
“Here they ask people not to
vote for BJP. Mufti Sahib (late Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed), who con-
tested the elections and promised
to keep BJP out (of power), later
joined hands with it to form the
government,” Rana said.

Devender
Singh Rana

Farooq
Abdullah

“2014 mein mujhe Delhi
bheja gaya aur kaha ki BJP ko
manao ki hamare saath sarkar
banaye. Sarkar banane ke liye
agar BJP se haath milana parta to
hum tayar they (In 2014, [ was
sent to Delhi to persuade BJP for
acoalition. We were prepared to
even join hands with the BJP to
form government),” he added.

Abdullah said there was no
question of forming the govern-
ment as they had been voted out
of power. “Rather we all, includ-
ing the Congress, had told Mufti
thatwe would supportyouingov-

ernment formation, buthe did not
agree and allied with BJP” he said.

In 2014, the PDP had won 28
seats, BJP 25,NC 15 and Congress
12.Rana, who assumed charge as
the NC’s provincial president in
Jammu division in 2011 after re-
linquishing the office of political
adviser to then CM Omar
Abdullah, had contested the 2014
Assembly elections on NC man-
date from Nagrota. He was one of
the only three NC candidates
who had won across Jammu divi-
sion. The other two were Kamal
Arora (Bishnah) and Javed
Ahmed Rana (Mendhar). Rana
and Arora were among many NC
leaders who joined BJP last year.

Rana’s statement assumes
significance as it has come at a
time when the NC, PDP and CPM
have formed the Gupkar alliance
and are trying to convince peo-
ple that BJP does not have good
intentions for them.

voted for the BJPto prevent the SP's
rule of corruption, hooligans,
mafiasand terror toreturn. Due to
it, the SP could not come to power
and BJP once again emerged vic-
torious. And because of it, the BSP
suffered a tremendous political
loss for which the SP and largely
the Muslim community is respon-
sible and guilty,” Mayawati said.
Urging the party leaders and
workers to win back the support
of people who did not vote for the
BSP, Mayawati said: “People from
the Muslim community, upper
castesand other backward classes
who got misled, astray and direc-
tionless must be brought back.”
She asked party leaders to
reachout to upper castesand OBCs
and bring them in the BSP-fold as
they did in 2007. “The SP was far
from the majority mark... BSPis the
only party that can stop BJP from
coming to power in UP and our
base vote of Dalits did notleave us.”
(WITHPTIINPUTS)

Satish Mahana
likely to be BJP’s
pick for Speaker

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, MARCH 27

EIGHT-TERM MLA Satish
Mahana is likely to be BJP's
choice for the post of Speaker in
the Assembly. He is likely to file
nomination for the election of
Speaker on Monday.

With Samajwadi Party (SP) de-
ciding not to field a candidate for
the Speaker's post, Mahana, if
nominated by the BJP, would be
elected unopposed. He was
Industry Development Minister in
the first term of the Yogi
Adityanath-led BJP government.

He was one of the big names
tobe dropped from the previous
Cabinet. He won from
Maharajpur Assembly seat in
Kanpur. Sources said the party
dropped him because it was con-
sidering him for Speaker's elec-
tion because of his long legisla-
tive experience. In the outgoing
Assembly, Hriday Narayan Dixit
was the Speaker. He, however,
did not contest the elections.

MANN KI BAAT

PM: Demand for
made in India goods
growing globally

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

IN HIS 87th episode of Mann Ki
Baat, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today pointed towards
India achieving its export target
0f $400 billion, and said this was
only possible due to the hard
work of farmers, artisans,
weavers, engineers, small entre-
preneurs and the MSME sector.

“India has achieved the export
target of $400 billion, thatisRs 30
lakh crore... At one time, the fig-
ure of exports from India used to
be $100 billion, at times $150 bil-
lion, sometimes even $200 bil-
lion... today, India has reached
$400 billion. In a way, this means
the demand for items made in
India is increasing all over the
world. Another meaning is that
the supply chain of Indiais getting
stronger by the day,”the PM said.

Leather products from
Hailakandi in Assam, handloom
products from Osmanabad, fruits
and vegetables from Bijapur,
black rice from Chandauli — the
export of all of these is increas-
ing, he said, adding that an array
of new products were being sent
to new countries.

“The first consignment of mil-
lets grown in Himachal and
Uttarakhand was exported to
Denmark. Bainganapalli and
Subarnarekha mangoes from
Krishna and Chittoor districts of
Andhra Pradesh were exported to
South Korea. Fresh jackfruits from
Tripura were exported to London
by air and for the first time King
Chilli from Nagaland was dis-
patched to London. Similarly, the
first consignment of Bhalia wheat
was exported from Gujarat to
Kenya and Sri Lanka,"said Modi.

Referring to the government
e-market (GeM portal), Modi said
even small entrepreneurs were
playing a major partnership role
in procurement through the por-
tal. He said during the past year,
the government had purchased
items worth more thanRs 1 lakh

'

PM Narendra Modi. P11

crore through the portal.

“Around 1.25 lakh small en-
trepreneurs and small shop-
keepers from every corner of the
country have sold their goods di-
rectly to the government. There
was a time when only big com-
panies could sell goods to the
government...Now even the
smallest of shopkeepers can sell
one’s goods to the government
on the GeM portal,”he said.

With World Health Day on
April 7, Modi said he was aston-
ished to see the agility of 126-
year-old Padma awardee Baba
Sivanand, a monk from Varanasi.

Modi said lifestyles that in-
cluded yoga and Ayurveda were
picking up globally and that the
market of the Ayush industry
had grown from Rs 22,000 crore
six years ago toRs 1,40,000 crore
today. The PM also acknowl-
edged the work of swachha-
grahis (cleanliness warriors) —
Chandrakishore Patil from
Nashik, who cleans trash from
the banks of Godavari, and Rahul
Maharana of Puri, who collects
plastic waste from pilgrimage
sites in in the city. Mupattam Sri
Narayanan of Kerala, who
started a project, “Pots for water
of life”, distributing earthen pots
so that animals and birds do not
face water problems during
summer, also found mention in
Mann ki Baat today.

He emphasised the need for
water conservation and recy-
cling, adding that children could
be drivers of this movement by
becoming “water warriors”.

Performance Highlights:

Sh. Kashish Mittal

Hindustani Classical Vocalist
and Cultural Programs by SKP

On 28th March 2022 from 5:30 pm onwards
Venue: Dilli Haat INA, Aurbindo Marg, New Delhi
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awant set to take
oath as Goa CM today

PM, other top BJP leaders to attend swearing-in ceremony

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI, MARCH 27

ADAY ahead of the grand swear-
ing-in ceremony of Pramod
Sawant as Chief Minister, posters
welcoming Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, BJP national
president ] P Nadda and other
top BJP leaders came up across
Panaji on Sunday.

Sawant, who will take charge
as the Chief Minister for the sec-
ond time, will take oath in
Modi’s presence like his counter-
parts in Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, where the BJP won
inthe recent Assembly elections.

A replica of the Goa
Assembly has been created on
the stage at the Dr Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee Indoor
Stadium in Taleigao where the
ceremony will take place
Monday morning.

After reviewing the prepara-
tions at the stadium along with
state BJP leaders on Sunday,
Sawant said top party leaders, in-
cluding Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari, will attend the cere-
mony. Chief Ministers of 10 states,
including Madhya Pradesh CM
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Haryana
CM Manohar Lal Khattar and
Karnataka CM Basavraj Bommai,
willalso attend the event, he said.

Acrowd of about 10,000is ex-
pected at the stadium on Monday.

While there are 12 ministe-

Chief Minister-designate Pramod Sawant reviews preparations
atthe venue of his oath-taking ceremony on Sunday. Goa CMO

rial berths in the Goa govern-
ment, Sawant said a decision on
how many ministers will take
oath on Monday had not been
taken yet. While ministers in the
previous government Vishwajit
Rane, Mauvin Godinho and
Nilesh Cabral are tipped to re-
turn to Sawant's Cabinet, the BJP
has an arduous task before it en-
suring representation to Goa’s
12 talukas, its different castes
and religions.

Former chief minister Ravi
Naik, who left the Congress to join
the BJP ahead of the polls, is also
expected to find a place in the
ministry since he is aleader from
the Bhandari community, the
largest Hindu group in Goa that
comes under the OBC category.

Either former revenue minis-
ter Jennifer Monserrate or her
husband and Panaji MLA
Atanasio ‘Babush’ Monserrate
may also find a place in the

Gadkari: Hope Cong gets
stronger as strong Opp
is good for democracy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, MARCH 27

UNION MINISTER for Road
Transportand Highwaysand sen-
ior BJP leader Nitin Gadkari has
said that a strong Congress is im-
portant fordemocracy and thatit’s
his honest wish that the party be-
comes strongon the national level.

In an interview against the
backdrop of a journalism award
function by Lokmat in Pune on
Saturday, Gadkari said with the
weakening of the Congress, its
place has been taken by regional
parties, which was not good for
the Indian democracy.

He said he expedited the
Pune Metro DPR which was
pending for several years due to
the ‘unending underground and
overhead debate. “I sat with
Devendra Fadnavis for an hour
and asserted that we shall go
ahead with the consultant’s plan.
We resolved not to debate that
issue again and now you see that
the work has reached fruition.
Sometimes, you have to bulldoze
the decisions,” he said.

“Democracy runs on two
wheels — the ruling dispensation
and the Opposition. A strong
Opposition is a need for democ-

Union
Minister
e Nitin
"% Gadkari
racy. Hence it is my honest wish
that the Congress party should be-
come stronger. Also, with the
Congress weakened, its place is
being taken by regional parties
whichis not good for democracy,”
said Gadkari.

“Those who follow Congress
ideology should remain in the
party and have faithinitsideals.In
1978-80,1 had joined the BJP and
had come to Pune to participate
in the party convention. When I
got off at the railway station, car-
rying the publicity material on
my shoulders, [ bumped into
Shrikant Jichkar who suggested
to me that I should enter a ‘good
party’ which will give me a future.
[ told him that I will jump into a
well and end my life but won’t
abandon my ideology. At that
time, BJP had only two MPs in Lok
Sabha. But times changed with
the efforts of party workers, and
we got a Prime Minister in Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. So one should
not abandon one’s ideology in
moments of despair,” he said.

Cabinet. However, if Sawant picks
Atanasio over Jennifer, his Cabinet
may be left with nowomaninit.

It is likely that Independent
MILA Aleixo Reginaldo Lourenco,
who supported the BJP after win-
ning from Curtorim, may be ac-
commodated in the Cabinet.
Lourenco had earlier said his con-
stituents were hopeful that he
may become a minister this time.

The bone of contention, how-
ever, has been MGP leader
Ramkrishna alias  Sudin
Dhavalikar, who extended sup-
port to the BJP after the election
result was declared on March 10.
Dhavalikar’s inclusion in the gov-
ernment was opposed by most
BJP MLAs, but the decision to
make him a minister or not was
left to the BJP’s central leadership.

While the MGP had forged a
pre-poll alliance with the TMC,
it has supported the BJP twice
before to form the government.

After BJ”’s demand, Nitish sacks VIP
chief Mukesh Sahani from Bihar Cabinet

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,MARCH27

BIHAR CHIEF Minister Nitish
Kumar Sunday sacked Mukesh
Sahani, a Cabinet minister and
founding chief of Vikassheel
Insaan Party.

Nitish, it is learnt, recom-
mended that the governor’s of-
fice terminate the services of the
Animal Husbandry and Fisheries
Minister after he received a letter
by BJP to this effect.

The state Information and
Public Relations Department
confirmed it on its official
WhatsApp group: “After BJP
made the request for Mukesh
Sahani’s termination as minister,
the CM has recommended it to
the RajBhavan. BJP said inits let-
ter to CM that ‘since Sahani is no
longer part of NDA, he should be
removed as minister’.”

Last week, all three MLAs
from VIP had joined the BJP,
making it the single largest party
in the Assembly.

Before this, the EBC Mallah
leader, who s said to have some
standing among the fishing
community, had said that his
move to switch from the R|D-led
grand alliance to the NDA camp
ahead of the 2020 Bihar
Assembly polls was a “mistake”.

In the 2020 Bihar polls, the
BJP had allotted 11 seats to the
VIP from its NDA quota. The VIP
contested from these seats and
won four. The three VIP MLAs
owed their allegiance to the BJP
unofficially from the beginning.

OnSunday, before the sacking,
Bihar BJP chief Sanjay Jaiswal al-
leged that Sahani had caused ma-
jordamage to the fishing commu-

Mukesh Sahani

nity by tampering with the organ-
isational structure of the Prakhand
Matsyajivi Sahyog Samiti, a regis-
tered society, through an order
earlier this month.

The order looks to give more
powers to bureaucrats rather
than a 13-member block-level
body of fishermen. The new or-
der also provides for a system of
making online members of fish-
ermen who elect the block level
cooperative committee. But the
new order does not define who
are" fishermen".

BJP state chief Jaiswal, who
paraded several members of the
cooperative society at the party
office, alleged that Sahani, as
minister, removed posts of min-
isters in the cooperative com-
mittee and formed an executive
body, which has been under the
control of a bureaucrat.

Lalan Sahani, state convenor
of the BJP’s fisheries cell, added:
“Sahani has sought to tell us who
areregistered fishermen. He has
to clarify who can become mem-
bers of the cooperative commit-
tee. The cooperative department
has taken the matter seriously".

Sahani has been sacked de-
spite the possibility of adverse
reactions from the EBC Nishad/
Mallah community ahead of the
MLC polls next month.

Kushinagar man Kkilled for
celebrating BJP win: family

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, MARCH 27

POLICE HAVE arrested two per-
sons in connection with the
death of a 28-year-old Muslim
man in Kushinagar, who was
beaten up for allegedly support-
ing the BJP.

The family of Babbar Ali
claimed that the 28-year-old,
who had celebrated BJP's win in
the UP Assembly elections by
distributing sweets, had received
threats for actively campaigning
for the ruling party.

Police said they are probing
into the allegations made by Ali's
family,and added that they have
also come to know thathe had a
dispute with his neigbours and
distant relatives, who are ac-
cused in the case.

According to his family, Alj,
who used to run a food stall, was
thrashed and thrown from the
terrace of his home at Katghari
village on March 20.

“On March 20, he (Babbar
Ali) was standing outside the
house, when the four accused,
armed with sticks and sharp-
edged weapon, came and
started hitting him. Babbar ran
to the terrace where he was
beaten by them. After he fell un-
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28-year-old Babbar Ali

conscious, they threw him from
the terrace,” said Ali's brother
Chande Alam, who works in
Mumbai and returned to the vil-
lage after coming to know about
the assault.

Ali’s wife Fatima Khatoon
was present in the house when
he was attacked.

Ali was taken to a local hos-
pital from where he was re-
ferred to Gorakhpur. Later, the
family brought him to a
Lucknow hospital, where he
died on March 25.

A day after the assault, Ali's
wife lodged a police complaint
against four persons - neighbour
Arif (25), his father Azimullah,
Ali's distant relative Tahid (27)
and a woman Salma.

Arif and Tahid have been
arrested.

“Raids are on to trace others.

The accused are neighbours of
Babbar Ali. With Ali's death, the
accused have been booked for
culpable homicide not amount-
ing tomurder. Ali had an old dis-
pute with his neighbours. Other
allegations made in the com-
plaint are being probed,” said
Circle Officer (Kushinagar)
Sandeep Kumar Verma.

Alam said that his brother
had received several threats for
supporting the BJP. “My
brother had complained about
the threats to the police but
they never took it seriously,”
Alam said.

Station House Officer
(Ramkola) Durgesh Kumar
Singh, however, said that police
had earlier taken preventive ac-
tion and had booked both
Babbar Ali and his neighbours
for breach of peace.

On Sunday, when Ali's body
was brought to his home, resi-
dents, including his family
staged a protest. They refused to
conduct final rites, demanding
the arrest of all the accused and
financial help for his family.

Panchanand Pathak, the BJP
MLA from Kushinagar, also
reached the village. Protesters
agreed to conduct the final rites
after officials assured swift ac-
tionin the case.

Ascreengrab taken from a video of the incident

Bihar man breaches
security, assaults Nitish

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA,MARCH 27

BIHAR CHIEF Minister Nitish
Kumar was on Sunday as-
saulted by a man who unex-
pectedly breached his security
at a programme in his home
town of Bakhtiyarpur near state
capital Patna.

Video grabs of the incident
showed the local resident,
Shanker Verma alias Chhotu,
briskly walking towards the
stage, holding the right hand of
the CM from behind and landing
apunch on his shoulder.

Nitish had been offering flo-
ral tributes to the statue of free-
dom fighter Sheelbhadra Yaji
when this happened. The man
was immediately nabbed and
detained in police custody.

Roadways
employees to
strike for two
days in Haryana

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 27

AS MANY as 10 unions of
Haryana Roadways employees
will go on strike for two days
(Monday, Tuesday) on the call of
national unions against privati-
sation policies. They are also de-
manding restoration of the Old
Pension Scheme.

The unions said employees
and workers of other depart-
ments, including municipal bod-
iesand electricity, will also partic-
ipate in the nationwide strike.

A leader of Haryana
Roadways employees, Dalbir
Kirmara, said that the employees
will go on strike from 4 am on
Monday and they would be on
strike till Tuesday late evening.

However, authorities plan to
keep the transport services run-
ning in emerging circumstances.
Ina communication to all general
managers, Director (State
Transport)asked them to keep an
eye on routes and a decision may
be taken to ply/stop operations as
per law-and-order contingencies.
General managers were asked “to
ply/ stop the buses strictly as per
the availability of the passengers
and potential disturbances/strike”.

Maharashtra govt may change its mind, hope

for Nanar refinery project revival,

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,MARCH 27

THEREIS a hope for revival of the
Nanar refinery project as the
Maharashtra government seems
to be changing its mind about
the project in Konkan region,
said Union Minister for
Education, Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship,
Dharmendra Pradhan, at an
event in Mumbai on Sunday.

Pradhan was in conversation
with Loksatta Editor Girish
Kuber at the ‘Loksatta Tarun
Tejankit Awards 2021’, where
awards were given to talented
young achievers from different
sectors of Maharashtra by the
Union Minister.

At the event, the Union
Minister was introduced by
Anant Goenka, Executive Director
of the Indian Express Group.
Senior scientist Dr Anil Kakodkar,
senior researcher Priyadarshini

Karve, social activist Girish
Kulkarni and Subhash Patil of
PricewaterhouseCoopers were
felicitated by Goenka at the event.

Speaking at the event,
Pradhan said, "In collaboration
with the United Arab Emirates
and Saudi Arabia, it was planned
to build a 6-million tonne oil re-
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(In front row, from left) MPCB spokesperson Sanjay
Bhuskute, Deputy Managing Director at Saraswat Bank Aarti
Patil, Union Minister of Education, Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship Dharmendra Pradhan, Executive Director
of The Indian Express Group Anant Goenka and CEO of The
Indian Express Group George Varghese, with some of the
winners of Loksatta Tarun Tejankit Awards. Express

finery on the Konkan coast. But
unfortunately, it was opposed.
This wasted precious time. But
now there are indications that the
Maharashtra government is

changing its mind. The planis to
reduce the size of the projectand
builditin Konkan," Pradhan said,
adding that the government's
change of mind should be wel-

comed with the phrase Der aaye
durust aye (better late than never).
“The Nanar oil refinery project
in Konkan has the potential to
contribute millions of crores of ru-
pees and employment to
Maharashtra's economy. Though
the project has been stalled for the
last few years due to opposition,
now that the Maharashtra gov-
ernment seems to be changing its
mind, there is hope for revival of
the Nanar project,” said Pradhan.
Pradhan also said that mil-
lions of crores will flow into
Maharashtra's economy in the
next few years due to the project.
Complementary industries re-
lated to this project will be estab-
lished and these will also gener-
atealarge number of jobs, he said.
The minister said the mega
project in petrochemical sector
willalso help the country achieve
the goal of energy security.
He also said, “Education in
India has unfortunately become
degree-oriented. However, the

says Pradhan

central government wants it to
job-oriented. Higher education
institutions like IITs produce bet-
teremployees foremployment.”

Pradhan said there wasaneed
tocreateemployment generators.
Atthe same time, there wasalsoa
need to gradually reconsider how
much higher education fees
should be. “It is time to consider
whether the fees for children of
rich entrepreneurs, political lead-
ers and the children of common
man coming from rural areas
should be the same in government
educational institutions,” he said.

Some of the winners of the
Loksatta Tarun Tejankit Awards
are mathematician Dr Mahesh
Kakade, IAS officers Nidhi
Chaudhary and Abhijeet Bangar,
entrepreneur Ajinkya Dharia,
boxer Alfia Pathan, para bad-
minton player Mansi Joshi, painter
Shishir Shinde, producer-director
Manava Naik, director-actor
Sarang Sathye and director
Chaitanya Tamhane.

New Delhi

The CM was seen pointing
towards him after the incident.

All this took place just a few
hundred yards away from the
CM’s ancestral home.

Police said Shankar is the son
of a goldsmith.

No case has been registered
against him yet.

Patna SSP MS Dhillon said:
“The detained man appears to be
mentally unstable.”

Sources in Bakhtiyarpur said
Shanker worked with an or-
chestra before the pandemic.
Later, he started working at a
jewellery shop.

The CM has been travelling
through Barh area and Nalanda
Lok Sabha seat, which he repre-
sented five times. He also covered
over a dozen villages under
Bakhtiyarpur, which was part of
the erstwhile Barh Lok Sabha seat.

Kerala man
arrested in
Rs 1,200-crore

crypto fraud

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH 27

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
has arrested one of the prime ac-
cused in the Rs 1,200-crore fake
cryptocurrency racket busted by
the agency in January this year.

According to ED sources,
Abdul Gafoor, a native of
Malappuram, has beenremanded
in judicial custody by a PMLA
(Prevention of Money Laundering
Act) court in Kozhikode.

The central agency will move
the court seeking his custody for
interrogation on Monday, the
sources added.

According to ED sources,
Gafoor is the director of an inac-
tive firm (shell company), Stox
Global Brokers Private Limited,
based in Malappuram. They said
he had been actively involved in
allegedly siphoning money from
people who were lured with fake
crypto investment offers, and
then placingitin shell companies.

The ED had earlier identified
K Nishad, who has sneaked out
of the country after the racket
was busted, as the kingpin of the
racket that allegedly cheated
around 900 investors.

The agency picked up the
money laundering case last year
after police in Kannur and
Malappuram registered several
cases against Nishad and others.

The alleged scamtook placein
2020,ED sources said. The alleged
victims were compelled to buy a
non-existent crypto currency
“Morris Coin”, listed with a
Coimbatore-based exchange
called ‘Franc Exchange’.

Navjot Sidhu and other Congress leaders at the Sultanpur
Lodhi house of Navtej Singh Cheema on Saturday. Express

With Sidhu at centre,

churn in Punjab Cong
after poll debacle

MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 27

THE PUNJAB Congress is under-
going a churn following its elec-
tion debacle earlier this month.
And at its centre is former
Congress state president Navjot
Singh Sidhu.

The cricketer-turned-politi-
cian stepped down as the party’s
Punjab chief on March 16, a day
after Congress president Sonia
Gandhiasked him to putinhis pa-
pers. At the time, an associate of
the former cricketer had claimed
that Sidhu had taken a vow of si-
lence for two months, but four
days later Sidhu invited seven
Congress leaders to his home. A
similar meeting held at the home
of former Sultanpur Lodhi legisla-
tor Navtej Singh Cheema on
March 26 saw 24 such leaders in
attendance. Two more meetings
are slated for the coming week, in-
cluding one in Ludhiana on
Tuesday, and the number of par-
ticipants is expected to touch 36.

Though Cheema claimed that
the meetings were held inan at-
tempt to paper over internal dif-
ferences, a senior Congress legis-
lator labelled such meetings an
“assembly of the defeated”, and
pointed out that the attendees of
the March 26 meeting included
eight candidates who lost their
security deposit and five leaders
who were not given poll tickets.

Explaining why the meetings
were being held, Cheema told
The Indian Express, “Our infight-
ingkilled us. The high command
could not stop it. We told Sidhu ‘if
you want to work, then we will
start’. If we do not unite now, it
is all over for the party.”

Five-time Ludhiana North
MLA Rakesh Pandey who lost
this time to the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) claimed that the
meetings were about identifying

the reasons for the party’s poor
electoral performance. “This re-
sult was a big surprise for us. We
need to sit together and then go
back to the people,” he added.

Of the Congress’s 18 MLAs,
only Bholath MLA Sukhpal
Khaira and Phagwara legislator
Balwinder Singh Dhaliwal have
attended the meetings.

Those who were at the meet-
ings said Sidhu wants another
chance tobe the party’s state chief.
However, former Rajya Sabha MP
Partap Singh Bajwa and former
state Home Minister Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa, both of whom
won their seats, are said to be in
the running for the job.

Sidhu, meanwhile, is back on
social media with his slogan
“Jittega Punjab (Punjab will
win)”, tweeting how he will
carry on the “fight for Punjab”
with honesty. He was not avail-
able for comments, but former
AAP legislator Pirmal S Dhaula,
who joined the Congress last
year, said many at the meetings
felt the party could have fared
better had Sidhu been given a
free hand. “He had concrete solu-
tions to the problems flagged by
AAP. The party could have won
had he been made the CM,”
Dhaula added.

The MLA who made the “as-
sembly of the defeated” dig said,
“The party chief (Sidhu) himself
losttoagreenhorn. Withwhatface
is he asking fora second chance?”

Despite the talk about recon-
ciliation, introspection, and unity,
the fissures and competing inter-
estsinSidhu’s groupare outinthe
open. Cheema, the former
Sultanpur Lodhi legislator, has
blamed fellow Congressman and
Kapurthala MLA Rana Gurjit
Singh for the party’s poor resultin
Doaba while Khaira used the
March 26 meeting to build a case
for himself as the Leader of the
Opposition. FULLREPORTON
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Suspended for

2 yrs, Amarnath
Yatra to resume
on June 30

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, MARCH 27

AFTER HAVING remained sus-
pended for two consecutive years
in view of Covid-19, the 43-day
Amarnath pilgrimage to South
Kashmir Himalayas will begin in
the Union Territory on June 30.

It will commence “with all
Covid protocols in place and cul-
minate, as per the tradition,on the
day of RakshaBandhan,” tweeted
the office of the Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha on Sunday soon after a
meeting of the Shri Amarnath Ji
Shrine Board, which was chaired
by J&K Lt Governor Manoj Sinha.
“We had an in-depth discussion
onvariousissues regarding the up-
coming Yatra,” it added.

The Yatra had remained sus-
pended in 2020 and 2021 due to
Covid-19 pandemic. Last year, it
had announced a 56-day Yatra
from both the Baltal and
Chandanwari routes from June
28, butitwas later called off due
torise in Covid cases.

However, in view of improved
situation this year, the Shrine
Board has decided to resume the
Yatra from both the Baltal and
Chandanwari routes on June 30.

Pointing out that the online
registration for Shri Amarnath ji
Yatra will start from April 11, an
official statement quoting the Lt
Governor said the “government
is introducing Radio Frequency
Identification system for pilgrims
to track their movement en route
to ensure their well-being”.

The Shrine Board has de-
cided that the Yatra would com-
mence simultaneously from
both the routes — the Pahalgam
track in Anantnag district and
Baltal in Ganderbal district.

One killed as
man fires after
being denied
beef in Kerala

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH 27

ONE PERSON was killed and an-
other injured when a youth fired
gun shots indiscriminately after
being denied beef at an eatery in
Moolamattam of Kerala’s Idukki
district on Saturday night.

Police arrested Philip Martin,
26, who recently returned from
the Middle East, on charges of fir-
ing fatal shots at Sanal Babu, 32,
and his friend Pradeep. Philip re-
portedly used a country gun to
target the youths, said police.

According to police, Philip,
along with his friend, had gone
toawayside eatery around 10.30
pm and asked for beef. As those
at the fast-food joint said beef
curry was over, Philip started
abusing those present at the
eatery. Following a brawl, Philip
went back home and returned
with a gun and fired indiscrimi-
nately at the eatery. Police said
Sanal Babu and Pradeep were
passing through the junction
when Philip fired at them.

At the funeral of Special Police Officer Ishfaq Ahmad and his brother Umar Jan in Chadbugh village, Budgam. Shuaib Masoodi

Kashmir village bids tearful adieu to
SPO, brother killed in militant attack

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, MARCH 27

ADAY after the killing of a Special
Police Officer (SPO)inasuspected
militant attack, his brother, who
was critically wounded in the
same shootout, succumbed on
Sunday, police said.

Umar Janand his twin brother
Ishfag Ahmad, a Special Police
Officer, were attacked on Saturday
evening by suspected militants
who barged into their house at
Chadbugh in central Kashmir's
Budgam district.

They were taken to a Srinagar
hospital where Ahmad was de-

clared brought dead. Jan suc-
cumbed on Sunday morning, po-
lice said. Emotional scenes were
witnessed as the brothers' bodies
were broughthome wherealarge
number of people gathered to at-
tend their funeral.

“What was my fault? What
was my fault?” their grieving
mother asked as women tried to
console her. “They should have
shot me in the heart... Where will
[ find my sons now?”

As women showered flowers
and toffees, the brothers' coffins
were taken to a local graveyard
where they were laid torest.

Top police officials, including
Inspector General of Police Vijay

Kumar, visited their residence and
expressed condolences tothe fam-
ily. Kumar said the entire police
family stood with the bereaved
family,accordingtoatweet by the
Kashmir Zone Police.

Earlier, a wreath-laying cere-
mony was held at the District
Police Linesin Budgam for the slain
SPO where the deputy commis-
sioner and the senior superinten-
dentof police led police personnel
in paying floral tributes to him.

PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti,
while expressing condolences to
the family, said death and destruc-
tion have become a norm in
Kashmir Valley. “In Kashmir we
watch helplessly as younglives are

Man carrying daughter’s body:
Probe ordered into hearse delay

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR, MARCH 27

HOURS AFTER a video went vi-
ral of a man carrying the corpse
of his daughter from a medical
centre after failing to get a hearse
van in Chhattisgarh’s Surguja
district, state Health Minister TS
Singh Deo ordered a probe into
the matter and a show-cause no-
tice has been issued to the Block
Medical Officer.

OnMarch 25, Ishwar Das, 30,
aresident of Amdala village in
the district, took his seven-year-
old daughter Surekha to the
community health center (CHC)
in Lakhanpur, 10 km from his
home. According to medical per-
sonnel at the health centre, the
girl was brought in with com-
plaints of severe stomach ache
and high fever that had lasted
over two days. “When she was
admitted, her oxygen level was
very low. We tried to resuscitate
her but she died withina couple
of hours of admission,” said
Vinod Bhargava, a Rural Medical
Assistant at the CHC.

Ishwar, who was accompa-

nied by his relative Deepak and
some other people from his
family, allegedly waited for a
hearse for over an hour at the
CHC. “The CHC people kept call-
ing the drivers, who were in
Ambikapur (the district head-
quarters that’s over 25 km
away). They kept telling us the
drivers are on their way. So we
decided to bring her back to the
village,” Deepak Das said.

While reports said Ishwar
Das carried the body back home
after they failed to get a hearse
van, Deepak said Ishwar only
walked about 200 metres to the
community centre where they
had parked their bike. "We went
back home the way we had
come," he added.

According to officials in
Lakhanpur block, the lack of ve-
hicles to ferry patients to the
CHC has caused problems in the
past. "The hearse usually comes
from Ambikapur or Udaipur and
they take time. We have urged
the collector to provide us with
a vehicle at the block level too,"
said an official.

After the video of Ishwar Das
walking with his daughter's

corpse went viral late Friday,
minister Deo, who is the MLA
from Ambikapur, announced a
probe into the incident. "I have
seen some disturbing pictures
and videos... I have asked the
CMHO to initiate a probe. Those
who are posted there but are
not able to discharge their du-
ties should be removed," he told
the media. "The health official
concerned -- from Lakhanpur
village -- should have urged the
father to wait for the hearse van
instead of letting him carry the
body like that," he added.

Health department officials
said the probe would focus on
the girl's medical condition at
the time of admission and the
treatment given to her, the cause
of her death and the delay in the
arrival of the hearse van.

CMHO Poonam Sisodia said
he has alsoinitiated a rapid fever
survey in the girl's village,
Amdala. "When the patient was
admitted, her oxygen level was
60 and she had fever. While her
rapid Covid-19 test came nega-
tive, we decided to check if there
were others in her village who
had similar symptoms.”

Naga outfit bandh in border area enters 7th

TORAAGARWALA &
JIMMY LEIVON
NEW DELHI, IMPHAL,MARCH 27

VEHICULAR MOVEMENT on
National Highway 2, along the
Manipur-Nagaland border, re-
mained suspended as an indefi-
nite bandh called by a Naga tribal
outfit over a boundary dispute
reachedits seventh dayon Sunday.

On March 21, the Southern
Angami Public Organisation
(SAPO),anoutfitrepresenting the
Angami Naga tribe residing in ar-
easbordering Manipur;, had called
a72-hourbandhin connectionto
“permanent structures” and “de-
ployment of armed personnel” at
what it referred to as the “dis-
puted” Kezoltsa area by Manipur
government.

Inresponse to the SAPO’s call,
the All Assam Manipuri Youths’
Association announced an indef-
inite counter blockade along the
Assam part of the same highway
from Sunday midnight. It said the
blockade would continue until
SAPO withdrew the bandh from
the Nagaland part of the highway.

Kezoltsa is a forested area lo-
cated near Dzukou Valley, border-

Members of SAPO during the bandh on NH-2. Express

ing Nagaland and Manipur. The
valley has been a bone of con-
tention between Mao Nagas of
Senapati(Manipur)and Southern
Angami Nagas of Kohima
(Nagaland). The latter claims that
Kezoltsa, in Manipur’s Senapati
district, is part of the Angami tribal
ancestralland, and was “unfairly”
made part of Manipur by the
British in the colonial era.

On March 23, the SAPO said
the 72-hour bandh would be-
come an indefinite bandh, after
“getting no response” from the
Manipur government.

Kezoltsa falls on NH-2 (earlier
called NH-39), which connects
Nagaland to Manipur. It also
passes through Assam. The entry
and exit of all Manipur-bound pri-
vate or public passengers, goods
carrier vehicles as well as com-
muters has been restricted since.

Adistrict official from Senapati
said the blockade could poten-
tially disrupt supply routes to
Manipur. “The blockade has
caused some inconvenience to
travellers from Manipur, but the
situation is not dire yet as no sup-
ply chain has been affected.

upply line

The disputed
@ area

EXPLAINED

ADJACENT TO the pictur-
esque Dzukou Valley,
which traditionally has
been a bone of con-
tention between
Manipur and Nagaland,
the disputed Kezoltsais a
forested area located on
NH-2. Although the fre-
quency has reduced in
recent times, this high-
way has been the site of
several blockades over
the years.

However, if the issue is not re-
solved, it has the potential to turn
into a big economic blockade,”
said the official.“This road is
known as the lifeline of Manipur...
essential supplies are transported
throughit.”

SAPO president Kevipodi
Sophie said the outfit would not
call off the bandh till Manipur re-
moves the security personnel
from the disputed area.

snuffed out. Death & destruction
have become the norm. Sadly GOI
doesn't seem to care since
Kashmiri lives have little value for
them. Deepest condolencestothe
family,” she tweeted.
Condemning the Kkillings,
CPM’s Mohammad Yousuf
Tarigami termed it heinous and
barbaric,and demanded that per-
petrators be identified and
booked. “It has sent shock waves
in the whole region and everyone
is pained and grieved,” he said.
Kashmir Valley has seenasud-
den spurt in militants attacks this
month. Saturday's attack was the
third suchattackin Budgamin the
past fortnight. (WITHPTI)

Woman wishes
Pak on R-Day

with WhatsApp
status, arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, MARCH 27

A 25-YEAR-OLD woman in
Karnataka has been arrested for
allegedly congratulating
Pakistan on its Republic Day on
March 23 through her
WhatsApp status.

Identified as Kuthma Sheikh,
aresident of Mudhol in Bagalkot
district, she is a senior student at
a Madrassa. Police sources said
her status read: “May God bless
every nation with peace, unity
and harmony.”

A police officer said she had
been released on bail. “She was
arrested to maintain peace and
law and order,” the officer said.

Sheikh was arrested after
Arun Kumar Bhajantri, a
Mudhol-based activist, regis-
tered a complaint against her,
stating that she was creating en-
mity between communities by
posting messages on Pakistan
Republic Day.

Ina complaint filed on March
24, the police registered the case
under Sections 153-A (creating
enmity between groups on the
basis of religion, race, etc.) and
505-(2) (statements promoting
enmity between groups) of the
Indian Penal Code.

Bagalkot SP  Lokesh
Bharamappa Jagalasar told The
Indian Express that a complaint
was filed by the activist where
he stated that the accused had
posted an image wishing
Pakistan Republic Day and they
registered a case. The investiga-
tion is underway.

Victims’ kin plan their
return to rebuild lives

But family of dead Trinamool Cong leader fears to go back

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
&ATRIMITRA
RAMPURHAT (BIRBHUM),
MARCH 27

THE SURVIVING family members
of the eight victims who were
charred to death following a TMC
leader’s murder at Bogtui village
in Birbhum district last week are
planning to return to their village
torebuild their lives and houses.
In contrast, the family of slain
TMCleader Bhadu Sheikh fears for
theirlivesand wondersifthey can
ever go back. Families of both the
sides are currently living in their
relatives’homes in nearby villages.
“We do not knowwhen we will re-
turnor whether we will ever,” says
TabilaBibi, wife of Bhaduwhowas
the deputy pradhan of Barsal
Gram Panchayat. After her hus-
band’s final rites, Tabila, Zarina —
wife of Bhadu’s brother Babur —
and their children fled to Tabila’s
paternal house in Khostogora vil-
lage, 35km from Bogtui. Baburwas
killed in January. A police team has
been deployed outside the house.
Tabila’s apprehension reflects
achurnin the village's power bal-
ance. With Bhadu’s death and the
subsequent killings of eight peo-
pleinthefire, the balance s tilting
against his family. Bhaduallegedly
rananextortionand land grabsyn-
dicate. "In January, my husband’s
brother was murdered. But our
family stayed on because we had
my husband. Now, heis murdered.
Five members of my family have
been arrested and one detained.
How do you think we can return
to the village?" asks Tabila.
Babur's wife, Jarina Bibi, agrees

Mihilal Sheikh at his mother-in-law’s house. Partha Paul

with Tabila. "My brother-in-law
has been murdered, and my two
sonsarrested. Police have made up
a serious case against them. I do
not know whether we will see
themagain.How canwereturnto
Bogtui? It is unsafe for us there.”

On the other hand, Mihilal
Sheikh and his brother Banirul,
family members of the victims,
have taken shelter at the house of
the former’s mother-in-law at
Sandhyajal village, 50 km from
Bogtui. Mihilal’s mother Noor
Nehar Bibi, wife Roushanara Bibi
and daughter Omnehani Khatun,
8,are among the dead.

Banirul lost his wife Jehanara
Bibi, daughter Marjina and her
husband Kaji Sajidur Rehman.

Mihilal says, "We will returnto
the village in one or two days. The
administration has provided us se-
curity. We will have to rebuild our
house and our lives. We will also
talk to the investigating agency
and administration as when we
can start repair and rebuilding
work of the charred houses.”

Adopt CUET from
2022-23 academic
year, varsities told

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

THE UNIVERSITY Grants
Commission (UGC)onSunday ap-
pealed to public universities under
state governments, colleges and
private universities to adopt the
Common University Entrance Test
(CUET) for admitting students in
undergraduate programmes from
the 2022-23 academic session.
UGC Secretary Prof Rajnish
Jainwrote to the vice-chancellors,
directors and principals of all uni-
versities and colleges to adopt the
CUET, for which the application
window will be open from April
2-30, in this regard. For now,
CUET has been made mandatory
for the 45 Central Universities
from the next academic year.
ProfJain wrote in the letter that
ifall Higher Education Institutions
(HEIs), irrespective of affiliation,
adopt the CUET, students will not
have to take multiple entrance ex-
ams. It will also provide equal op-
portunity to students from differ-
ent boards, he said. “Many state
universities, deemed to be univer-
sities, private universities, and
other  Higher Education
Institutions in the country also use
either marks of 12th board or con-
ductentrance test foradmissionin
UG programmes. To save students
from appearing in multiple en-
trance examinations, conducted

in different dates, sometimes co-
inciding with each other, and to
also provide equal opportunity to
all students from different boards,
UGC invites and encourages all
state universities, deemed to be
universities, private universities
and other HEIs to adopt and use
CUET score from 2022-23 on-
wards for admissions of students
intheir UG programmes,” said the
UGCletter.

Meanwhile, the NTA, which
will conduct the CUET, on Sunday
shared broad guidelines of the test,
which s likely to be conducted in
the first week of July, on its web-
site nta.ac.in. The test, based on
NCERT Class XlI syllabus, will be
divided into four sections. Under
SectionsIAandIB,applicants will
have tosit for papers onlanguages.
Each of the sections will contain
50questions each of whichanap-
plicant will have to attempt 40.

Section II of the test will test
a candidate’s hold on core sub-
jects they wish to pursue at the
undergraduate level. A candidate
will have to attempt 40 out of 50
questions in the Section I paper,
which will be 45-minutes-long
as well. Section IIl of the CUET
will be a general test for any such
undergraduate programme/pro-
grammes being offered by uni-
versities where a General Test is
being used for admission instead
of admitting students based on
their scores on domain subjects.

TMC leader, 3
others questioned

Kolkata: The CBI on Sunday
recorded the statements of eye-
witnesses in connection with the
Bogtui killings in Birbhum district.
The CBI, which has set up a
temporary camp office in a gov-
ernment guest house in
Rampurhat town, also questioned
four of the arrested suspects, in-
cluding TMC's block president
Anarul Hussain. A three-member
team led by CBI DIG Akhilesh
Singh visited the Rampurhat
Medical College and Hospital to
record the statements of three of
the four injured persons — a mi-
nor and three women.
“Currently, four persons are
admitted to the hospital. One of
them having more than 65 per-
centburninjuries couldn't record
statement. The CBI officials spoke
to three of them and took their
statements on the incident,” said
asenior hospital official. ~ ENS

Karnataka: Board
exams from
today, minister
says no hijab

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, MARCH 27

WITH MORE than 8 lakh stu-
dents set to appear for Class 10
board examinations from
Monday, Karnataka Education
Minister B C Nagesh on Sunday
said that hijab would not be al-
lowed inside examination halls
as per the High Court order.

Touring Bagalkot to inspect
preparedness for the exams,
Nagesh said, “After the
Karnataka High Court order, we
have not allowed hijab or any
other religious attire and we
have made it clear that students
can come wearing hijab to the
college and enter campus but
must remove it before they en-
ter examination hall.”

According to the education
department, 8,73,846 students
from 15,387 schools across
Karnataka will be appearing for
the examination. Officials said
Section 144 will be imposed in
100 metres of the examination
halls.

Stating that there would not
be re-examination for students
who skip exams because of hi-
jab, Nagesh said, “According to
the Karnataka Education Actand
the Rules, religious sentiments
should not be part of the uniform
dressrule. The same notification,
the HC has upheld. Tomorrow,
there is no scope of violation of
the dress code.”

Techie arrested for stalking Mumbai singer

SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI, MARCH 27

Police in Mumbai have arrested
a 34-year-old IT engineer from
Visakhapatnam for allegedly
stalking, defaming and sending
objectionable messages and im-
ages to a 27-year-old singer.
Vijaykant Manda had been
allegedly following her and her
manager since 2016 — showing
up at her office and concerts in
different states. The case was
registered only on March 17, af-
ter he showed up at the gate of
her residence in south Mumbai.
The manager, who lodged
the complaint, said Manda had
taken partina contest organised
by the singer in 2018. “After par-

ticipating in the contest, Manda
had also come to her office in
Mumbai when I happened to
share my phone number with
him,” said the 28-year-old man-
ager in her statement to police.
Police said Manda showed
up at the singer’s concerts in
Bengaluru, Mumbai, Chennai
and Hyderabad in 2019. He
would harass them by sending
messages from four numbers
The manager’s complaint
reads: “He would often calland tell
me that he wants to meet the
singer. Iwould then refuse by say-
ing thatsheisbusy with herwork.”
According to police, Manda
evenwent to her office along with
his mother to propose marriage to
the singer. In one instance, police
said, he demanded a Rs 10-crore

New Delhi

loan from the singer. The singer
and her manager chose to ignore
him, assuming Manda was a fan.

“OnNovember21,2020,when
the 27-year-old was in the USA
shooting foranalbum,Ireceiveda
message from him saying 'Dis is
my passport I have visa no issues
ticket is from Hyderabad tolosan-
geles'. He would often message
me saying that he wanted to
marry her," said the manager in
her statement to police.

Manda allegedly managed to
get the numbers of the singer’s
businessman father and mother
and would message them too.

“He would message them
that he wants to marry their
daughter and after they blocked
his numbers, Manda then
started sending messages from

different numbers,” said the
manager’s complaint. When no-
body acknowledged him, he al-
legedly sent objectionable mes-
sages and photos on their
Instagram accounts.

He then showed up at their
gate on March 10 and was de-
nied entry. “Manda then stood
outside the gate of her house and
sent her objectionable messages
on her Instagram account,” the
manager stated.

Senior Police Inspector
Rampiyare Rajbhar said, “We ini-
tially believed that he was in
Hyderabad so a team was sent
there. But we could not find him.
Later, we came to know that heis
in Visakhapatnam, after whicha
team was sent to his locationand
he was placed under arrest.”
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

TESTING THE WATERS

Wang Yi’s Delhi visit is a beginning, but repairing
India-China ties is a long haul

EIJING’S OUTREACH TO Delhi last week with a visit by Foreign Minister and

State Councillor Wang Yi was not expected to bring about any dramatic

changes in bilateral ties. The relationship has been at its lowest point in three

decades since Beijing tore up a decade’s worth of agreements for maintaining
peace and tranquility at the border and sent troops into India’s side of the Line of Actual
Control in eastern Ladakh in 2020. What it has done though is to convey that while Delhi
cannot consider the relationship normal so long as troops continue to face off at “friction
points” in the Ladakh heights, it is prepared to be pragmatic and engage at a fairly high
level to talk about other day-to-day issues including trade and visas for students.

The pragmatism has been in evidence even before this. Despite the worst patchin the
relations, India-China trade has touched new highs. Even though the words status quo ante
were not used, both External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and National Security Adviser
AKDoval have conveyed that the Ladakh issue has to be resolved expeditiously before the
relationship can become normal. That much was evident in the secrecy around the visit,
apparently at the request of the Chinese side, and the palpably cold reception Wang re-
ceived in Delhi. If Wang was keen to convey where he was coming from — quite literally
from Pakistan, where he backed OIC’s “aspirations” for Kashmir, and Afghanistan, where
he welcomed the Taliban’s desire to participate in the Belt and Road Initiative, both red
rags for Delhi — India responded in kind by lashing out at him for his remarks on Kashmir,
onwhich it said China had “no locus standi to comment”, and pointing out that India re-
frains from commenting on China’s “internal issues”.

While India rightly focused on the Ladakh border, from the Chinese point of view, the
visit was likely made to gauge if India would be willing to play ball by attending, at a
time of great geopolitical flux, the BRICS summit in June this year in China, as well as
the Russia-India-China summit. For Beijing and Moscow, having Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping, along with
the leaders of South Africa and Brazil, would be an important diplomatic victory. For
now, Delhi appears to have conveyed that despite their common stand on Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine, both sides have their “respective” positions. The call — to attend or not
— will have to be made soon, and the decision weighed against what could be gained and
what might be lost.

(GROWTH TONIC

Global policies that helped India hit $400 billion in exports are
changing. Exporters need to be competitive to stay in the race

ASTWEEK, THE Union government announced that merchandise exports from

India have crossed $400 billion in the current financial year. In fact, for the full

financial year, which ends on March 31, this number is expected to touch $410

billion. Two things stand out about this performance. One, in value terms, this
level of goods exports is far higher than the previous record of $330 billion, which was
achieved in 2018-19. Two, this achievement is even more remarkable when one takes
into account that the current financial year witnessed two waves of the Covid pandemic,
especially the vicious second wave at the start of the financial year from April to July.
However, for this growth to sustain, it is important to understand the true nature of this
growth and what caused it.

The government has claimed that “there was a detailed strategy in place, including spe-
cific targets set — country-wise, product-wise & EPC-wise (Export Promotion Council),
monitoring and course correction behind the achievement of the export target”. While
these efforts need to be commended, it is also important to recognise that India’s exports
are also a function of several global factors. Two factors stand out in particular. One is the
overall rate of economic growth in the world. This matters because a strong economic
recovery implies there will be demand for Indian goods in other countries. Two, the
amount of easy money available in the global economy. The ongoing financial year —
2021-22 — provided a conducive environment on both counts. Many western economies
recovered from the Covid dip quite fast, thanks to massive government spending in those
countries. Moreover, in response to the pandemic, most central banks in the developed
world also expanded their balance sheets and provided cheap credit. Both factors had a
salutary effect on India’s exports.

But close to the start of a new financial year, most central banks in the West are wind-
ing down their balance sheets and raising interest rates in a bid to contain inflation lev-
els that are at multi-decade highs. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has further exacerbated
inflationary concerns. Overall, the outlook on economic growth, too, has taken a beat-
ing. Globalisation, which was under threat even before the pandemic, is likely to come un-
der renewed pressure with more and more countries wanting to become self-sufficient
or at least reduce dependence on foreign goods. The global policy landscape has become
more challenging for India and will demand renewed efforts at the domestic level to raise
the competitiveness of the exporters. Lastly, the government must not forget that higher
prices had a huge role to play in India reaching the $400 billion target. As a percentage of
the GDP, merchandise exports are far from where they were a decade ago.
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Chinese checkers

Beijing wants business as usual.
But Delhi is having none of it

RAM MADHAV

ADAM SMITH'S BOOK, The Wealth of Nations,
is well-known. His other book, The Theory of
Moral Sentiments, though equally influential,
is lesser-known. Smith raises a hypothetical
scenario of ethical conflict in it, asking what
would a European doif the great Chinese em-
pire were to be swallowed up by an earth-
quake. He would obviously express sorrow,
make “melancholy reflections” upon the pre-
cariousness of human life, and might also
speculate over how this disaster would im-
pact commerce in Europe. “And when all this
fine philosophy was over, he would pursue
his business or his pleasure, with the same
ease and tranquillity, as if no such accident
had happened”, Smith concludes.

Wang Yi, the Chinese foreign minister,
wanted to do something similar during his
visit to India last week. After all the disasters
in bilateral relations, he quietly walked into
Delhi to tell the Indian leadership that the two
should get along with “business as usual”.
Wang was at his pontificating best, as if noth-
ing serious had happened between the two
countries. “As mature and rational major de-
veloping countries, China and India should
not let the border issue define or affect the
overall development of the bilateral relation-
ship”, he told his counterpart S Jaishankar. He
talked about a three-point approach: Viewing
bilateral relations with a long-term vision, de-
veloping a win-win mentality about each
other’s development, and cooperating in
multilateral processes. India responded with
its three points: Mutual respect, mutual sen-
sitivity and mutual interest.

This style is typical of China and has been
played out several times in the past. The Peace
and Tranquility Agreement of 1993 was also
aproduct of this Chinese trickery. After mak-
ingincursions into Indian territory in the win-
ter of 1986 at Sumdorong Chu Valley in
Arunachal Pradesh, they dug in their heels for
seven years before forcing a treaty that pro-
vided a principle of peace and tranquillity but
didn’t protect India’s sovereign interests. Even
that principle has been violated several times
subsequently in the last three decades.

The Chinese follow the formula - “what
occupy is mine, what I claimis to be debated”.

India’s stand on Ukraine is
markedly different from that
of China. China justifies
Russia’s aggression in
Ukraine in the name of
security concerns. However,
India takes a different view.
India is committed to
international rule of law and
respect for the territorial
integrity and sovereignty of
nations. It stood for a
diplomatic resolution of
disputes and opposed the
war. At the time of its
abstention at the UN, India
made its stand clear by
asking for a cessation of
conflict, immediate de-
escalation of tensions and
quiet and constructive
diplomacy.

Wang Yi’s proposal about a “long-term vi-
sion” amounted to India accepting the pres-
ent standoff as normalcy. Fortunately, the
Indian leadership refused to buy this “new
normal”, with Jaishankar insisting on peace
and tranquillity along the LAC as a precondi-
tion for normalcy.

The Narendra Modi government has ef-
fected animportant shift in India’s border pol-
icy with China thatincludes, besides proactive
diplomacy, strong ground posturing as well.
While continuing with the military-led talks
over disengagement — 15 rounds of which
have concluded — India, during the two-year
standoff, also participated in at least eight
rounds of the Working Mechanism for Cons-
ultation and Coordination (WMCC),a process
to address the outstanding border issues. But,
itsimultaneously kept up ground offensive by
deploying men and weapons in large num-
bers.If the Chinese moved their field gunsand
military aircraft, India too did the same.

Despite Doklam and Ladakh, the Chinese
don’t seem torealise that the current regime
inIndia thinks differently and has a different
approach. They continue with the old prac-
tice of upping the ante before every impor-
tant bilateral visit to upset the Indian agenda
by introducing new issues. Wang Yi's visit to
Pakistan before coming to Delhi was one such
old trick, which they play every time a senior
Chinese leader visits India. Wang attended
Pakistan’s military parade where the Chinese-
made J-10Cfighter jets were flown for the first
time. China supplied a full squadron of 25 jets
to Pakistan recently.

Inadeliberate provocation to India, Wang
chose the Organisation of Islamic Conference
Council of Foreign Ministers, held in Islama-
bad on March 22, to make unwarranted refer-
ence to Kashmirin a clear violation of the rest-
raint hitherto followed by both countries in
each other’s internal matters. India never pu-
blicly articulated its views on Xinjiang or Tibet
despite justifiable reasons. Naturally, the
Indian side has forcefully conveyed its disap-
proval of his Kashmir references, both thro-
ugh an immediate media response naming
Wang Yiin person, and also at the discussion
table in Delhi forcing Wang on the defensive.

On the issue of relations with China,
there are hawks and hyper-realists in India.
But the current regime has always taken a
realistic and pragmatic approach in dealing
with its important and troublesome neigh-
bour. Both the EAM and the NSA of India
have been able to convey Delhi’s position
firmly but politely to Wang, sending him
back almost empty-handed.

Wang Yi's reference to cooperation at the
multilateral level also included co-opting
India on the Ukraine issue. After India ab-
stained from the vote on Ukraine at the UNSC
and the UN, both the Russians and the
Chinese have tried to projectit as India’s sup-
port to them. The Russian envoy at the UN,
Dmitry Polyanskiy, publicly thanked India
clubbing it with China, Kenya and Gabon,
“who were brave to withstand US hand-
twisting before the vote”. The Chinese media
went overboard suggesting it as India’s
change of heart.

India’s stand on Ukraine is markedly dif-
ferent from that of China. China justifies
Russia’s aggression in Ukraine in the name of
security concerns. However, India takes a dif-
ferent view. India is committed to interna-
tional rule of law and respect for the territo-
rial integrity and sovereignty of nations. It
stood for a diplomatic resolution of disputes
and opposed war. At the time of its absten-
tion at the UN, India made its stand clear by
asking for a cessation of conflict, immediate
de-escalation of tensions and quiet and con-
structive diplomacy.

When the Nazi general Himmler battered
Warsaw in Poland in 1944, turning 80 per
cent of the city into rubble, Hitler shed croc-
odile tears, blaming the Russians, French and
British for the plight of the Poles. Putin is do-
ing the same by pounding Ukrainian cities,
blaming the West and NATO. Notwithst-
anding several justifications from both sides,
it's a war for supremacy over Eurasia, and
China sees benefit in this new Cold War.

For India, it is as much about principles as
about interests.

The writer is member, board of governors,
India Foundation
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DRAWING A BIGGER CIRCLE

Hindutva, labharthi identities worked together to influence choices in UP

BADRI NARAYAN

“BECAUSE THINGS ARE the way they are,
things will not stay the way they are”. These
words of German poet Bertolt Brecht have al-
ways struck me as a socio-political analyst. In
the context of the recent Uttar Pradesh assem-
bly election results, they become more rele-
vant. Why did a larger section of Dalits vote
for the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)? This ques-
tion seems to trouble many political observers
and a section of the public. It surprised a sec-
tion of the metropolitan intelligentsia, who
want to see reflections of their ideology and
aspirations in the marginalised.

The UP election campaign can be consid-
ered as a text to explore this question. While
caste, religion, women, youth appeared as
overt categories of mobilisation by various
political parties, an agenda for the poor did
notcome up in the political discourse. Itisin-
teresting to observe that the BJP emphasised
the welfare of the poor (“garib kalyan™) as one
of the important components of its electoral
campaigning strategy. The BJP’s UP election
in-charge, Dharmendra Pradhan, emphasised
this agenda from his earliest meetings. When
Narendra Modi started his rallies, his core ar-
gument was that BJP had delivered on devel-
opment with special emphasis on social wel-
fare schemes such as Ujjwala Yojana, PM
Awas Yojana, free ration, etc. So, Dalits and
marginals appeared in their discourse in two
ways, as labharthi (beneficiaries) and in the
campaign around the poor. The BJP tried to
see Dalits and marginal communities not
through caste but with the tinge of economic

While caste, religion,
women, youth appeared as
overt categories of
mobilisation by various
political parties, an agenda
for the poor did not come up
in the political discourse. It
is interesting to observe that
the BJP emphasised the
welfare of the poor (‘garib
kalyan’) as one of the
important components of its
electoral campaigning
strategy. The BJP’s UP
election in-charge,
Dharmendra Pradhan,
emphasised this agenda
from his earliest meetings.

class. They successfully drew a bigger circle
through the politics of governance and de-
velopment, unlike political parties that ap-
proached these communities through ideas
of identity politics.

Interestingly, the welfare of the poor, the
core of the liberal and socialist discourse in
Indian electoral politics, is being incorporated
by the BJP in its language of developmental
politics through ideas of garib kalyan and lab-
harthi. Through its connection with these ben-
eficiaries, the BJP tried to create a new iden-
tity, that of a development-aspirant
community, named recently as vikas yoddha
by PM Narendra Modi. The process of this shift
became quite clear when Modi said in one of
his interviews that if showing concern for the
poor and marginals may be called as socialist
concern, “lam asocialist in that sense”.

It must be mentioned here that whatever
shifts we observe among Dalits and margin-
als’ political choice is not the outcome of elec-
tion campaigns alone, but a result of the long-
term developmental strategies adopted and
delivered by the BJP to include these commu-
nities in their electoral base. The calculated so-
cial engineering-based representation
worked in BJP’s favour, but the new social
chemistry formed by the party through its
governance strategies dented various iden-
tity-based mobilisations too.

BJP’s Hindutva politics has tried to ap-
proach vulnerable communities not only
through the state-led developmental initia-
tives. It has benefited from the ground pre-

pared by the Sangh Parivar and its organisa-
tions. Since many decades, the Sangh hasbeen
working among Dalits and marginal commu-
nities by imparting education, opening hos-
pitals, organising health camps, strengthen-
ing entrepreneurship. In the Vidya
Bharti-inspired chain of schools, the students
from the Dalit and marginal communities are
growing day by day. The Sangh s also present
among these communities through its vari-
ous chains of seva hospitals. Hindutva politics
has approached these communities in sym-
bolic as well as in substantial ways — by pro-
viding dignity in the Hindutva framework and
also by effective delivery of various social wel-
fare schemes.

It is true that humans can't be free from
identities but sometimes new, broader iden-
tities become more effective than conven-
tional ones. In this election, the Hindutvaiden-
tity and the labharthiidentity worked together
to cultivate a shift in the political choice of
Dalits and marginals. How the social projects
initiated by the state or by the social move-
ments work in mobilising people in an elec-
toral democracy becomes clear from the state-
ment of ayouth from a marginal community:
“Jo hamari madad karega, hum uski madad
karenge (Whoever will help us, we will help
them)”. That sums up a new shift in our elec-
toral democracy. It also shows the growing
agency of the marginal.

The writer is professor at the G B Pant Social
Science Institute
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INDIRA VS M ANEKA

DESCRIBING THE LUCKNOW convention in
support of Sanjay Gandhi’s five-point pro-
gramme as an “anti-party act” and especially
against her, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on
said it was sad that those who were supposed
to have been close to Sanjay Gandhi wanted to
destroy hisimage. Addressing a press confer-
ence within minutes of her arrival from
Londonat Delhi airport, Mrs Gandhi said what
she had said about the convention applied
equally to the decision of Maneka Gandhi to
attend it. Mrs Gandhi, however, said there was
no question of her giving any call to her party-
men to boycott the conference. About the con-
vention, she said it was like the RSS and the

BJP using the name of Gandhiji to further their
ends. The convention was being encouraged
by the very people who were against Sanjay
Gandhi and had done everything in their at-
tempt to destroy him.

RAjYA SABHA POLL

THE CONGRESS (I) made a clean sweep of all
four Rajya Sabha seats from Karnataka while
the CPM-led Left Front captured all five West
Bengal seats in the biennial elections to the
Upper House. In Jammu and Kashmir, the
ruling National Conference and the
Opposition shared one seat each. With seven
seats already in its bag from Orissa and

New Delhi

Gujarat, the Congress (I) has so far won 11
seats in the current biennial elections cover-
ing 63 seats from 14 states.

MARUTI WANTS SUZUKI

MARUTI UDYOG HAS recommended to the
government Japan’s Suzuki four-door small
car for being manufactured in India.
According to Udyog Bhavan sources, the rec-
ommendation is now being processed by
the Heavy Industry Department. The final se-
lection of the car and collaborator will be
done by the cabinet after which the public
investment board will have to take the
decision.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“'It may be that Putin is becoming more realistic. Or that, observing intra-
European tensions, he is playing for time. It's possible that, in any negotiation,
he would settle for the territorial gains he has made in the Donbas region.”

— THEOBSERVER

rom muissiles to meals

Just as in the defence sector, India needs to reorient its approach to

FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH

BY ASHOK GULATI AND
AYUSHI KHURANA

e

IN THE BACKDROP of the ongoing war be-
tween Russia and Ukraine, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has emphasised the need for
India to be atmanirbhar (self-reliant) in de-
fence equipment. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman also pointed out that hardly any
defence equipment was bought during the 10
years of UPA rule preceding the Modi govern-
ment. We may add a footnote here that for the
Amrit Kaal (next 25 years) that the Modi gov-
ernment has announced, we need to be self-
reliant not just in missiles (defence equip-
ment) but also in meals (food). As the old
proverb goes, no army can march onanempty
stomach. "Jai jawan, jai kisan" (salutation to
the soldier and salutation to the farmer) was
the slogan given by Late Lal Bahadur Shastri,
and Atal Bihari Vajpayee added "jai vigyan"
(salutation to the scientist) to that. Focusing
on science and scientists is critical for attain-
ing self-reliance today.

But self-reliance in food does not mean
that we have to produce everything ourselves
athome, irrespective of the cost. Its true mean-
ing lies in specialising in commodities in
which we have a comparative advantage, ex-
port them, and import those in which we
don’t have a significant comparative advan-
tage. This is not an either/or situation -- it is
about the degree of self-reliance a country
wants to have following the principles of com-
parative advantage. If some protection is
needed for new areas to develop (infant in-
dustry argument), that may be okay. But one
should not aspire to be self-sufficient behind
high tariff walls. That would only breed inef-
ficient and high-cost structures that cannot
compete globally.

Whatisit that gives a country an edge over
others in attaining comparative advantage?
In the area of agriculture and food, our re-
search reveals that it is the efforts and re-
sources that a country puts in agri-research
and development (agri-R&D), its extension
fromlabtoland, investing inirrigation to boost
yields, efficiency in marketing and processing
the produce, and taking it from farmers’ fields
to consumers’ table or export destinations.

Letus focus for the time being on agri-R&D.
There is ample literature to show that agri-
R&D raises total factor productivity and makes
agriculture more competitive globally.
Sometimes, the basic R&D to develop “mira-
cle seeds” is done outside the country, but
those seeds can be imported and adapted to
local conditions with in-country R&D and
scaled up for adoption at farmers’ fields. The
Green Revolution was such a case.

If India wants to be fully self-reliant in food,
itis generally agreed thatit must invest atleast
1 per cent of its agri-GDP in agri-R&D. But the
budgets of both the Union government and
the states put together reveal that this expen-
diture on agri-R&D and education hovers
around 0.6 per cent of agri-GDP, with a
roughly equal share of the Centre and all states
puttogether. This is way below the minimum
cutoff point of 1 per cent and government pol-
icy must urgently work towards raising this
substantially.

So far, India has achieved self-reliance in

agricultural self-reliance with a greater focus on R&D

FIGURE: EXPENDITURE IN INDIAN AGRICULTURE
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agriculture by producing a reasonably large
amount of food, and also being a net exporter
of agri-produce. The high dependence onim-
ports for edible oils — hovering around 55 to
60 per cent of consumption — however, re-
mainsaconcern. India's potential to emerge as
asignificant exporter of agri-produce remains
untapped.

The Economic Survey (2021-22) explicitly
highlighted the correlation between spend-
ing on agri-R&D and agricultural growth. Our
research also shows that every rupee spenton
agri-R&D yields much better returns (11.2),
compared to returns on every rupee spenton
say fertiliser subsidy (0.88), power subsidy
(0.79), etc. Yet, the competitive populism in
Indian democracy leads to sub-optimal
choices in the allocation of scarce resources.
More on safety nets like food subsidy and
MGNREGA or on income support and subsi-
dies for farmers, but very little for agri-R&D
(seefigure).

With this type of resource allocationin the
Union budget of FY23, which is heavily tilted
towards safety nets and subsidies, India can-
not develop cutting-edge technologies to at-
tain competitiveness at a global level.

Can the private sector come forward and
help India attain supremacy in agri-R&D and
innovation systems that make the country not
just atmanirbhar but a hub for exports and
agri-technology?

There are some global and local compa-
nies like Bayer, Syngenta, MAHYCO, Jain
Irrigation, and Mahindra and Mahindra that
spend a considerable amount of their

If India wants to be fully
self-reliant in food, it is
generally agreed that it must
invest at least 1 per cent of its
agri-GDP in agri-R8D. But
the budgets of both the
Union government and the
states put together reveal
that this expenditure on
agri-R&8D and education
hovers around 0.6 per cent
of agri-GDP, with a roughly
equal share of the Centre
and all states put together.
This is way below the
minimum cut off point of 1
per cent and government
policy must urgently work
towards raising this
substantially.

Illustration: C R Sasikumar; Graphics: Ritesh Kumar

turnover on R&D programmes and develop-
ing high-tech inputs. The USP of these com-
panies is that they develop technology that
increases productivity while addressing the
current challenges of limited net sown area,
depleting water resources, vulnerability to
climate change, and the need to produce nu-
trient-rich food.

The need of the houris to focus onincreas-
ing expenditure on ARE and other develop-
ment projects, which can aid in the sustain-
able growth of the agriculture sector. India’s
budget allocations in the agri-food space
should thrive on creating “more from less”.
The financing should focus on altering the cur-
rentatmosphere of a high incidence of hunger
and malnutrition, keep a check on the mis-
management of natural resources and miti-
gate climate change issues. There is a need to
work on building long-term sustainable solu-
tions that have an aggressive approach toim-
plementing relevant policies and developing
new ones. India’s current budgetary alloca-
tion strategy and trends need to be reoriented
toensure that there is more room for R&D ex-
penditure by the government. In addition to
this, the government should come out with
policies that incentivise private companies to
expand their R&D programmes and invest
more financial resources on development
projects, which have the potential to over-
come the challenges of the current agrarian
setup of India.

Gulatiis Infosys Chair professor for Agriculture
and Khuranais researcher at ICRIER

)

The long endgame in Vienna

[ranis using its growing nuclear capability to bargain with the US, West

DEEPIKA SARASWAT

IRAN'’S FOREIGN MINISTER Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian, during his recent visit to Syria,
noted that Iran and the major powers, who
have been negotiating a mutual return to the
Iran nuclear deal — or the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) — over
the last eleven months, were closer to an
agreement “than ever before”. If the US be-
haves realistically, Iran is ready to finalise the
agreement in the presence of foreign minis-
ters, he said. Amir-Abdollahian’s optimistic
remarks came after the talks in Vienna
paused on March 11 following Russia’s de-
mands for written guarantees from the US
that the sanctions imposed on Moscow over
the Ukraine crisis will not harm its economic
and military-technical cooperation with Iran.
It was only after Amir-Abdollahian and
Qatar’s foreign minister visited Moscow in
quick succession that Russia retracted its ob-
structionist stance by accepting guarantees
on protecting the Russian involvement in
Iran’s sole nuclear energy plant in Bushehr.
Moscow, given its involvement in Iran’s civil
nuclear programme, has a crucial role in im-
plementing the nuclear commitment aspect
of the JCPOA, namely the shipping of Iran’s
excess enriched uranium stockpile to Russia
and providing 20 per cent enriched uranium

for the Tehran Research Reactor. Tehran was
therefore careful not to criticise the Russian
move; instead, it maintained that the West
needs to make “political decisions” about the
remaining issues.

The ongoing eighth round of talks be-
tween Iran and P4+1, with the EU coordina-
tor of the joint commission Enrique Mora
playing the intermediary between the US and
[ranian delegations, has been going on since
December 27,2021, except for routine breaks
for political consultations with capitals. On
February 23, when the European negotiators
were leaving for their capital after two weeks
of negotiations, they had signalled that the
talks were in the endgame as only a “few dif-
ficult issues” remained. These issues are un-
derstood to be Tehran’s demand for guaran-
tees against another withdrawal in the future,
the verifiable lifting of all US sanctions, and
the IAEA investigation into Iran's past nuclear
activities. On the last issue, in the run-up to
the IAEA Board of Governors meeting in early
March, Tehran signalled a cooperative ap-
proach as Mohammad Eslami, the head of
Iran’s Atomic Energy Organisation and Rafael
Grossi, the IAEA director-general agreed ona
three-month timeline for Iran to answer
questions about possible undeclared nuclear

activities and materials. On the issue of guar-
antees against another withdrawal, Iranis no
longer demanding legal guarantees from
Washington. It has made a case for the “in-
herent guarantees” of the JCPOA under which
Iran will have the provision to swiftly scale
upits nuclear activities as a retaliation meas-
ure. However, Tehran has refused to retreat
from its uncompromising stance on the lift-
ing of all US sanctions, while the Biden ad-
ministration has so far been prepared to lift
only those “inconsistent” with the deal.
Another key sticking point, though not di-
rectly related to the nuclear deal, is Iran’s de-
mand that President Biden reverse his pre-
decessor’s designation of Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps as a Foreign
Terrorist Organisation.

What is clear is that notwithstanding
Moscow’s obstructionism, which was largely
aimed at demonstrating that the West will still
need Moscow in resolving key international
issues, Iran and the US are the real players in
the endgame in Vienna. Further, Tehran thinks
it has the upper hand. Though Tehran denies
seeking anuclear bomb, its Western interlocu-
tors are alarmed by Iran’s shrinking breakout
time — the time needed for gathering enough
weapons-grade uranium to make a single nu-

clear warhead. Also, they are concerned that
the longer Iran stays outside the agreement,
the more nuclear expertise and fissile material
it will accumulate, thus making the original
deal obsolete. Thus, time is of the essence for
reaching an agreement that will turn the clock
backonlIran’s nuclear activities. Tehran, there-
fore, uses its nuclear activities as a bargaining
counter to seek an agreement that will best
serveitsinterests. Recently, Iran’s atomic chief
declared that the country’s nuclear pro-
gramme is not tied to the negotiations and
that it will mark April 9 as National Nuclear
Technology Day to unveil a “Comprehensive
Strategic Development Document for Nuclear
Industry”. Such declarations serve the dual
purpose of causing alarm in Western capitals
and mobilising both elite and popular support
for national technological achievements, irre-
spective of the economic costs borne by the
people. Tehran’s strategy seems to be work-
ingas Enrique Mora, before embarking on an-
other trip to Tehran, has affirmed that the
stakes are high and the negotiation must be
concluded.

The writer is Associate Fellow,
Manohar Parrikar Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses

A narrative
that divides

Reconciliation, not reve

nge, is the way forward in

Kashmir. Films like ‘The Kashmir Files’ ignore
that path, facilitate polarising politics

MOHIT BHAN

THE EXODUS OF Kashmiri Pandits is in the
spotlight following the release of The
Kashmir Files.

The Kashmiri Pandit community is a mi-
nuscule minority, butit’s an inseparable part
of Kashmiri culture. For three decades, the
community has been longing to return
home and demanding justice for members
of their community who had been brutally
killed, raped, maimed and terrorised dur-
ing the insurgency years. The failure of suc-
cessive governments to rehabilitate Pandits
is the primary reason why even genuine
grievances of the Muslim majority in Jammu
and Kashmir are viewed through the prism
of communalism.

The present government at the Centre
has given Kashmiri Muslims reasons to be-
lieve that there is a relentless campaign to
tarnish the image of the entire community;,
which was not even part of the conspiracy
hatched against the Kashmiri Pandits from
across the border. A fair probe into the
events that led to the mass exodus of
Kashmiri Pandit families would help to re-
build the broken trust and bond between
the two communities. That, in turn, could
end the othering of the Muslim majority.

As a political activist, | have found that
there is unanimous feeling among
Kashmiris that a fair investigation could help
to identify the perpetrators of violence and
lead to their prosecution. This, they believe,
would bring justice to the sufferers, and, per-
haps, lead to closure in a tragedy that has
hurt everyone.

Since 1990, the Congress or Congress-
led governments have been in office for 15
years while the BJP-led NDA has ruled for 13
years. No government showed any interest
in closure in this great tragedy. The Hindu
Right weaponised it to polarise Hindu vot-
ers even if that meant destabilising efforts
to bridge the gap between the two commu-
nities and facilitate the return of Kashmiri
Pandits to the Valley. It has further helped
the ruling regime use an iron-fist policy to-
wards Kashmir.

Now, to the question of whether The
Kashmir Files is an unbiased attempt at nar-
rating the plight of Pandits.

I, a Kashmiri Pandit, left a well-paying
corporate job in Delhi to return to the Valley
torebuild what I had lost 32 years ago, with-
outany support from the government. So it
is my imperative to dissect what has gone
wrong after the release of the film, which
the prime minister and his cabinet want the
world to watch in order to know the truth
about Kashmir.

For me, there are three takeaways from
the film. The first is the targeting of institu-
tions like JNU.Inow see friends and relatives
in WhatsApp groups making a case for si-
lencing the “|NU-types”.

The second s the perpetuation of an un-
ending cycle of hatred for Muslims in gen-
eral. Videos have surfaced on social media,
where post the screening of the film, view-
ers are accusing the Muslim community of

sympathising with terrorists and are calling
for boycott of tourism in Kashmir. The ruling
regime has consistently equated Muslims
with terrorism in election campaigns. We
saw this recently in UP. Since the unconsti-
tutional abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A,
the BJP has lost considerable ground in J&K.
The BJP and its allies were decimated in
Kashmirin the DDCelections whereas their
vote share declined by 19 per cent (as com-
pared to the 2019 general election) in
Jammu. The Kashmir Files may help the
party revive the Hindu vs Muslim narrative
and consolidate Hindu votes in Jammu. The
pain and misery of the Kashmiri Pandits is
being exploited to push a political narrative.

The third takeaway is the matter of jus-
tice to Kashmiri Pandits, their return, reha-
bilitation and reconciliation. These have
now been pushed to the background. The
promoters of the movie within the Pandit
community and influencers, like the Global
Kashmiri Pandit Diaspora who in their vi-
sion document talk about restorative jus-
tice, have conveniently missed the issue of
reconciliation between Kashmiri Muslims
and Pandits. This departure from their offi-
cial position of restorative justice, about
which they had written to the Union home
minister, raises doubts about the real inten-
tion of those who live abroad and show lit-
tle interest in returning to their roots. By
smartly co-opting the movie, the ruling
regime has showcased itself as a victim of
terrorism and thus helpless in providing jus-
tice to Kashmiri Pandits. This way the gov-
ernment has subtly conveyed the message
that the atmosphere in the Valley is still not
conducive for the return of Pandits and that
its militaristic approach in Kashmir should
not be questioned. It has also allowed the
government to evade tough questions about
its failure in providing a blueprint on the re-
habilitation of Pandits and justice to the vic-
tims of militancy.

Any discussion on the impact of the in-
surgency on Kashmiri Muslims and Pandits
tends to slide into mud-slinging about who
has suffered the most. While Kashmir
Pandits have lost their homes, Kashmiri
Muslims remain jailed in their houses. That's
what three decades of armed insurgency
has given the collective Kashmiri society.
Many events shown in the film are true and
as cruel or gruesome as depicted. But an
honest and unbiased discussion about the
violence inflicted on Kashmiri Pandits be-
comes impossible if bigots are to pick these
and turn them into material for propaganda.
What the minorities in Kashmir underwent
in the 1990s is now being experienced by
the minorities in the rest of India today, mi-
nus the armed insurgents. In both cases, the
majority was unable to protect the minor-
ity. Also, claims and counter claims such as
“only 200 of yours were killed while 1,600 of
ours were killed” does not make a discus-
sion. That a bloodbath took place is a fact.

We Kashmiris need to unlearn hate and
learn to respect each other’s trauma. People
from both communities, or anyone for that
matter, should be allowed to tell stories
without apologising for the crimes meted
out by the Indian state on Kashmiri Muslim
civilians or by Pakistan-sponsored militants
on Hindu minorities in the Valley.

Reconciliation is the way forward, not
revenge. That'’s one crucial message miss-
ing in The Kashmir Files.

The writer is spokesperson, PDP

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

AFTER THE WIN

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The sec-
ond term’ (IE, March 26). Now that the
UP cabinet has taken shape, with
many new faces inducted, the eupho-
ria of a reasonably comfortable win
needs to subside, the “winner-take-
all” show at the oath-taking ceremony
notwithstanding. There have been
many sore points in Yogi Adityanath’s
first outing, with joblessness and price
rise giving enough ammo to the op-
position. Putting the state in an up-
ward economic trajectory should be
the topmost priority of the
government.

Vijai Pant, Hempur

CENTRE’S DUTY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Spell it
out'(IE, March 26). The egregious case
of anthropologist Filipino Osella, who
was turned back despite a valid visa to
India, demands clarification from the
government. This is quite unlike other
cases of foreign scholars who were not
issued visas for travel to India. More
than the state government, however,
it is the Centre that must clear the air,
as the FRRO is under the ambit of the
Union Home Ministry. This must be
done soon, in view of the unusual cir-

cumstances of the case.
Hemant Contractor, Pune

IMRAN’S WOES

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘No tears
for Imran’ (IE, March 25). No PM in
Pakistan has ever completed a five-
year term. That trend might well con-
tinue as the incumbent, Imran Khan
faces a no-confidence motion but
doesn’t have the required 172 parlia-
mentarians to survive. It is widely be-
lieved that the support of the military
was central to Khan’s emergence as
his country’s political captain. Khan’s
political problems increased with ap-
parent neutrality from the army.

S S Paul, Nadia

DUBIOUS MOVE

This refers to the editorial, 'Doing it
wrong' (IE, March 25). The Centre’s de-
cision to club the East, North and
South Delhi municipalities on the pre-
text of improving this body’s financial
position is patently bogus. Clearly, it
wants to defer the elections to this
body to avoid the ignominy of another
defeat at the hands of the AAP. Such
instances foreshadow coming events.

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

New Delhi
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These exams are not
going to be like the IIT
exams, considered
among the toughest in
the world. Our experts
will moderate the
difficulty level. The
questions will be
confined to Class XII
NCERT syllabus alone

Sourav Roy Barman: One key criticism
against the Common University
Entrance Test (CUET) for central
universities is that you are making
board exams irrelevant in a country
where so much attention is given to
it... You say the CUET draws from the
same syllabus. That argument was
also offered in the case of JEE but we
have seen how the coaching industry
has mushroomed.

First of all, we need to see what is the
purpose of education. Isit to get high scores
of 99 per cent or is it to become a well-
rounded person and a good learner? For
toolong, we have unnecessarily driven our
children to achieve high scores rather than
encourage them to be good learners. If the
student gets admission in a top college of
his or her choice, what would he/she like
to be? The student has to continue to be a
good learner. And if you want to be a good
learner inyour college, you must have been
a good learner even in your school. So, if I
neglect my board exams, just because |
have to focus on my entrance examination,
then that is going to defeat the very pur-
pose of my entire education. As parents and
educators, it is very important for us to em-
phasise thatyour primary goalis to be good
learners, to become a well-rounded human
being. Your goal is not scoring high percent-
ages. I think we need to drive this into the
minds of both parents and students.

Why would Class XII board exams be-
come redundant? The universities will still
use these marks as a qualifying mark for
admission. For example, some universities
may set this benchmark at 60 per cent of
Class XlIresults. Some universities may set
70 per cent as the qualifying mark or to be
eligible to apply for admission in a univer-
sity. So,once you have crossed 65 or 70 per
cent, whatever be the threshold set by the
university, you don’t have to be stressed to
get 98 per cent. Evenif you get 70 per cent,
if that is the qualifying mark, then your
actual admission will depend on the CUET
score. The Class XII education will not
become redundant.

Willitlead to a huge coaching industry
training our students for CUET? Lookat the
IIT, for example. The entire IIT system has
about 16,000 seats and nearly a million stu-
dents compete for them. But if you look at
the 45 central universities — take, for exam-
ple, Delhi University alone — it has 70,000
seats. And if you look at all the central uni-
versities, there will be a couple of lakhs of
seats in the undergraduate programmes.
And the same one million students are
competing for these seats. So, it's a kind of
1:5 as compared to 1:50 or 1:60 kind of
competition. Therefore, my belief is that
CUET won't fuel any coaching industry.

Ritika Chopra: How and why was the
decision taken to not accord any
weightage to the board marks?

The five pillars on which the NEPis built
are access, equity, quality, affordability and
accountability. For us, access and equity to
high-quality education is of primary im-
portance. Ifyou look at students from rural
backgrounds or remote areas, they don’t
have access to high-quality public educa-
tion. I come from a village and I know the
ecosystem there has a lot of disturbance
and the students may not be able to focus
on their studies. As a result, they may not
get 98 or 99 per cent. But they are really tal-
ented people. With the introduction of
CUET, without the cut-throat competition
to get 98-99 per cent, we are providing a
level-playing ground for students who
come from different economic back-
grounds and are geographically distributed
across the country.

The other reason is that we have seen
non-uniformity in awarding marks for the
Class XII across boards. For students of
some boards, where evaluation is really
tough, even getting 80 per cent is difficult,
whilein others, itis easy to get even 95 per
cent. So, this diversity leads to a lot of in-
convenience to studentsand isnotalevel-
playing ground.

P Vaidyanathan Iyer: Many state boards
don’t necessarily follow the NCERT
syllabus. How difficult will it be for
them to take CUET? Will itlead toanIIT
kind of system where students in rural
areas, studying for board exams, will
now have to take coaching for NCERT?
The NCERT syllabusis widely accepted
across the country. We're aware that there
are some differences between the state syl-
labus and the NCERT. Now, I'm sure when
our experts set the question papers, some
of these issues will be taken into account.
These exams are not going to be like the IIT
exams, which are supposed to be among
the toughest in the world. I'm sure our ex-
perts will moderate the difficulty level. And
the questions will be confined to the Class
XII NCERT syllabus alone, not some ad-
vanced version. So, whether you're com-

University Grants
Commission (UGC)

who recently announced the

Test (CUET) for all central
universities, plays an
important role in taking
forward the government’s
National Education Policy

2020 (NEP). An electronics

Chairman M Jagadesh Kumar,

Common University Entrance

engineer, Kumar taught at [I'T-

WHY M JAGADESH KUMAR

Delhi for nearly two decades
before taking over as
Vice-Chancellor of Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) in
2016, a tenure marked by
controversy. He is now
focussing on setting up a
digital university, taking on
the challenges of higher
education and is set to bring
in value-based reforms to the
education system.

If you continue to
construct physical
campuses, we will not be
able to meet the needs of
the millions of students
who will be coming into
higher education. The
UGC will establish a
digital university, and
amend online regulations

‘EvenifIget 70%...I can take CUET... this
entire focus on high scores will go away’

UGChead M Jagadesh Kumar talks about how the common entrance exam for central universities won’t make board exams irrelevant
but will take the pressure off students. This session was moderated by SOURAV ROY BARMAN, Senior Correspondent, The Indian Express
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Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar, academician, administrator, author, and Chairman of University Grants Commission, during Idea Exchange. Praveen Khanna

ing from a rural or urban background, it
should not make much difference.

Some people have also said, children
from rural background are not much famil-
iarwitha computer-based test.] come from
avillage and l interact with children there.
They are very smart. Those who are saying
thatthey cannot use computers,donot have
the ground reality in the villages. In a com-
puter-based test, all you need to use is the
mouse. On the screen, you choose from the
multiple-choice questions, work out the so-
lutions ona piece of paperand choose using
amouse. That’s going to be an easy task. The
CUET will be conducted in 13 languages:
Englishand 12 Indian languages. So, if a stu-
dent has studied in the local language or in
their mother tongue, they can opt to write
this exam in their mother tongue. NTA
(National Testing Agency) will take special
measures to ensure that exam centres are
accessible to the students. Our goalisto see
that a large number of students, who are
not necessarily from the urban areas but
from rural areas, take the CUET test.

Sourav Roy Barman: The higher
education sector is also grappling with
other major challenges: vacant
teaching posts, swelling enrollment
and too few good colleges and
universities. How are you going to
address these?

One of the solutions suggested in the
NEP is the introduction of digital technol-
ogy in higher education. If you continue to
construct physical campuses, at this rate,
we will not be able to meet the needs of the
millions of students who will be coming
into higher education. So, what the UGC
has done is to focus on offering online ed-
ucation to the students who could not join
aphysical university. There are two things
that we are doing — one is the establish-
ment of a digital university. We are also
amending the current online regulations.

Sourav Roy Barman: What exactlyisa
digital university? As astudent,canl
apply for a digital university? Will it
have aname? Canl pursue
undergraduate or postgraduate
degrees from that digital university?
It’s available on the portal. This portal
will provide you with information on all
kinds of undergraduate programmes that
are available. You will have technical experts
whowill source the best of the courses that
are available from educational institutes
within the country and also from abroad.
The IITs and the best central universities,
which are going to offer some of these
courses, will be the spokes of this digital uni-
versity. The edtech companies will provide
the technological support for conducting
the online assessments for providing the
students information on career develop-
ment, career growth, and also bringing the
employers face to face with the students so

that a matchmaking happens. Our goal is
that in the next six to eight months, we
should have a complete picture of this dig-
ital university. And our goalis that by the ac-
ademic session of 2023, the digital univer-
sity should be in place to offer the courses.

Aakash Joshi: During the pandemic,
there was a huge boom in online
learning. But campus life plays a huge
role, too. Is digital the only way you see
that future being addressed? Or is there
going to be agenuine old-fashioned
infrastructure expansion as well?

One is the social aspect. You are saying
that if I don’t go to a physical university, I
miss out on meeting my own peersand de-
veloping networking. That s true. Butimag-
ine the other side. I come from a village. At
the age of 10, I left my family to go to a
nearby town to live away with my parents
and study. From there, | went to a city. I
stayed away from my parents for long. Now
imagine if  didn’t have to go out of my vil-
lage, and if 1 could access this online educa-
tion, [ would have stayed with my parents.
Socially, I would have bonded much more
with my own place, with my own people.
Therefore, it's a question of, from which side
you see, isit half full, or half empty?

The other factoris that the focus will be
more on online education, to the extent
that we will neglect physical education.
Please remember that online education
cannot be given in all disciplines. In many
disciplines, you need a lab, you need real
experiential learning. I'm sure ifIdoan on-
line MBBS degree, you will not come to me,
right? So, there are going to be alot of other
disciplines for which we need to continue
to develop the physical infrastructure. But
even there, digital technology will play a
much larger role. Physical universities will
continue to be built. But there are emerg-
ing areas like data science, data analytics,
financial management, and fintech. These
are areas in which a large number of jobs
are going to be generated. And if you don’t
have physical infrastructure to train our

aspirational youth, and if you are simply
waiting for years for them to be built, what
will happen to their future? This is where
digital technology, the digital university will
play amajorrole.

Vandita Mishra: In the film, The
Kashmir Files, the action is setina
university which is a thinly veiled
caricature of JNU. In the movie, it is the
place for very villainous, anti-national
academics and students. You've been
the Vice-Chancellor of JNU, and you are
also now heading the UGC. Does it
worry you that a premier university
should be demonised like that?

Did anyone from JNU object to this? Did
anyone who might have thought that those
characters are actually representing me,
object? I have not seen anybody objecting
tothat.Soletusleave it there. You're saying
that this film targets JNU, but in JNU itself,
those people who are apparently repre-
sented in this movie have no problem with
that. Let people watch it and then make
sense of whatever they want to make of it.

Unni Rajen Shanker: A classroom in
Delhi University can take 100 students
for one subject but they are forced to
take 300, sometimes 350. CUET doesn’t
address that...

The competition foradmissionin some
of the best higher educational institutions
will continue to be there. Globally, don’t we
see people aspiring to get admission into
some of the well-known universities? But
with the introduction of CUET, evenifI get,
let’s say, only 70 per cent, [ don’t have to
think thatit's the end of my life, my career.
[still have an opportunity to attempt CUET
and checkout if I can get admission. So, this
entire focus on getting only high scores will
Now go away.

Raj Kamal Jha: Looking back to your
days as V-C, what was your learning
from JNU?

At JNU, we train our students to ques-

At JNU, we train our
students to question the
status quo, which is very
important. If we can
create that kind of
openness in the
classroom, students will
become fearless in
asking questions

tion the status quo, which is very impor-
tant. If we can create that kind of openness
inthe classroom, and in the educational in-
stitute, students will become fearless in
asking questions and it will lead to creativ-
ity and innovation. One of the unfortunate
things in Indian society is that we look at
failures with repugnance. But what we
need to emphasise in our classroom is that
failing is a natural phenomenon and that
every failure can actually be used as a les-
son to improve yourself further.

And this is what happens in JNU. We
don’t look at failures as something bad. In
fact, unlike in many other universities, we
have a system known as the zero semester
system. If a student feels they don’t want
to study the next semester because they
have a health problem or somethingelse, in
any other university, perhaps, he will be out
of the system.

ButinJNU, we have created a facility for
the students to take off and come back to
study. In JNU, the education is highly
affordable; the tuition fee in JNU is just
Rs 300 per annum and this has enabled a
lot of students from economically weaker
sections to study at JNU. By the time they
passout of [NU, they are a completely trans-
formed bunch. Only the kind of ecosystem
thatJNU has can create this transformation.

Ritika Chopra: During your time as JNU
V-C, one of the fiercest student protests
was over the fact thatyou were trying
toraise hostel fees. Students felt you
were trying to change the very
character of JNU. How would you
respond to that?

[ think there was some misunderstand-
ing. It was not raising the hostel fees, it was
about paying the establishment charges
such as electricity and water charges. So,
youonly pay for what you consume. There
was anincreasing electricity bill burden on
the university. But having said that, we also
gave heavy concessions to the students
from lower-economic backgrounds. By
charging only lightly to the reserved-cate-
gory students and weaker sections,and by
charging the general students who are any-
way getting scholarship, our calculation
was that we could offset some of the ex-
penditure and use that spend for improv-
ing our lab facilities, our research facilities.
But ultimately, we withdrew those and
then continued with whatever the exist-
ing charges were.

Sukrita Baruah: You have introduced
FYUP (four-year undergraduate
programme)...Is there anything in the
works about supplying additional
resources to institutes to be able to
accommodate all these students?
Infrastructure will continue to be a chal-
lenge and we cannot create it overnight.
Can we also look at the possibility of opti-
mum utilisation of our existing resources?

New Delhi

[ think efficiently using our existing infra-
structure also needs to be looked into,
while we continuously try to expand the
infrastructure. Expansion and introduction
of new programmes will stretch the exist-
ing capabilities of the universities. But that's
how we need to go forward. You can’t wait
until all the buildings come up and start
only then, that will be too late.

Harikishan Sharma: The
unemploymentrate across the cities in
the country is around 23 per cent for
the youth, in the age group of 18 to 29
years. Does this pose a challenge to you,
how do you factor this in your plans?

If you ask experts, what are the major
challenges that human societies are facing
today, they will identify three. One is grow-
ing inequality. The other is the failing eco-
nomic systems. And the third one is dete-
riorating environment. So, the rise in
unemployment, perhaps, is a fallout of the
failing economic systems. And growing in-
equality is another major issue. So, as an
educator, my challenge will be how to en-
able my students to acquire appropriate
skills, so that they match the requirements
of the job sector, which is growing.

Shashank Bhargava: You said CUET will
be setin a way that the difficulty level is
moderate. Butis there a worry this will
also lead to high cut-offs based on
those CUET scores?

This is a multiple-choice-question-
based test and it will also have negative
marking. There will be a certain weightage
for correct marks and certain weightage for
wrong answers and so on. Therefore, we
expect that there will be enough granular-
ityinordertodistinguish students...these
areallissues we internally discuss and will
introduce measures to overcome any chal-
lenges that may pop up.

Sourav Roy Barman: What was your
most challenging time at JNU and your
biggest achievement?

My challenge was to make sure that the
research facilities are expanded in the uni-
versity. When I joined, there was no R&D
cell in the university, we established one.
Many people don’t understand the impor-
tance of integrating social sciences with
mainstream science and technology edu-
cation. Our School of Engineering is unique
in the entire country, where our engineer-
ing students also have the opportunity to
doamaster’s degree in social sciences, lan-
guages, humanities, and in other areas.

[ will always stand by all the students
and teachers. They have every right to
protest. However, you may have a right to
protest but others have a right to carry out
their academic programmes and research.
Aslong as you do not disturb them, do not
doanything unlawfuil, itis perfectly all right
foryou to go on with your protest.
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MARrkeT WATCH

7 OF Tor-10 VALUED C0S LOSE M-CAr

New Delhi: The combined market valuation of seven of the top-10
valued firms tumbled Rs 1,14,201.53 crore last week, dragged down
by Hindustan Unilever and HDFC twins. Reliance Industries
Limited, TCS and Infosys were the three gainers. PTI

CURRENCY WITHPUBLICUP ¥38,196 CRTO ¥30.18 LAKH CR,AS OF MARCH 11

Cash with public at new high this fiscal
even as digital payments rise by a third

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,MARCH 27

THE UNABATED rise in currency
with the public is continuing
without any let-up, despite the
sharpriseindigital transactions in
the financial system.

Currency with the public rose
by Rs 38,196 crore to an all-time
high of Rs 30.18 lakh crore during
the fortnight ended March 11,ac-
cording tothe latest Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) data. During the fi-
nancial year so far, currency with
the public has gone up by 9.7 per
cent,orRs 2.66lakh crore, fromRs
27.51 lakh crore in March 2021.

According to the RBI's defini-
tion, currency with public is ar-
rived at after deducting cash with
banks from total currency in cir-
culation (CiC).

CiC refers to currency notes
and coins issued by the central

PoLrLicy WATCH
BILATERAL TRADE

bank within a country that is
physically used to conduct trans-
actions between consumers and
businesses.

With cash remaining the pre-
ferred mode of payment, currency
with the public hasrisen by 68 per
cent,orRs 12.21 lakh crore, froma
level of Rs 17.97 lakh crore on
November4,2016, just before the
government announced demon-
etisation on November 8, 2016.

Cash with the public has shot
up 285 per cent from a low of Rs
7.82 lakh crore, recorded on
December23,2016. By December
end of 2016, currency with the
public fell sharply after the Centre
withdrew Rs 500 and Rs 1,000
currency notes from the system.

Although the governmentand
the RBI have pushed for a “less
cash society” and digitisation of
payments, as well asimposed re-
strictions on the use of cashinvar-
ious transactions, cash in the sys-

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,MARCH 27

INDIA AND the United Arab
Emirates on Sunday released
the full text of the Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) that was
signed between the two coun-
tries in February.

The pact, likely to come
into force on May 1, is ex-
pected toboost bilateral trade
between the two countries to
$100 billion over five years as
against $43.3 billionin FY21.1t
covers goods, services, rules of
origin, intellectual property
rights, e-commerce and gov-
ernment procurement. The
UAE is currently India’s third
largest trade partner.

Under the agreement,
India will benefit from prefer-
ential market access provided
by the UAE on over 97 per cent
ofits tarifflines which account
for 99 per cent of Indian ex-
ports to the UAE in value
terms, while offering the UAE
preferential access to the UAE
on 90 per cent of its tariff lines.

Key sectors that are set to
benefit from the CEPA include
labour intensive sectors like
gems&jewellery, textiles, leat-
her, footwear, sports goods,
engineering products, medical
devices, and automobiles.
Annual exports worth about
$26billion from India that cur-
rently attract a 5 per cent im-
portduty in the UAE are set to
benefit from the agreement.

The deal also provides for
both countries tosetupatech-
nical council on investment,
trade promotion and facilita-
tion led by representatives of
both governments that would
promote and monitor trade
and investment flows be-
tween the two countries.

Indian industry has noted

India-UAE trade
deal: Likely in force
from May, focus on
boosting SME jobs

DEALSIGNEDIN
FEBRUARY

HUnder the
Comprehensive
Economic
Partnership
Agreement (CEPA),
which was signed in
February, India will
benefit from
preferential market
access provided by
the UAE on over 97%
of its tariff lines
which account for
99% of Indian
exports to the UAE in
value terms

that the agreement’s empha-
sis on boosting opportunities
for small and medium enter-
prises(SMEs)would help cre-
ate more jobs in the sector. “A
separate annexure on the
pharma sector, emphasis on
paperless trading with the co-
operationin the area of digital
trade would have significant
positive impact on boosting
bilateral trade and invest-
ment,” said Chandrajit Baner-
jee, director general, Confeder-
ation of Indian Industry (CII).

The UAE has agreed to fa-
cilitate market access for
Indian pharmaceuticals that
have been approved in devel-
oped jurisdictions such as the
US and EU within 90 days.

Asperagovernment relea-
se,intheareaof tradein servi-
ces, the pact will give Indian
service providers market acce-
ss to 11 broad service sectors
like business services, comm-
unications services, construc-
tion & related engineering
services, educational services,
financial services, and tourism
& travel related services.

—— BRIEFLY —
Fuel price hike

New Delhi: Petrol price on
Sunday was hiked by 50
paise alitre and diesel by 55
paise. In Delhi, petrol now
costs Rs 99.11 per litre
against Rs 98.61 earlier,
while diesel has gone up
from Rs 89.87 per litre to Rs
90.42,as per a price notifica-
tion of state fuel retailers.

Strike today

New Delhi: Some essential
services related to banking,
transportation, railways and
electricity may be hit Mon-
day due to a two-day strike
called by trade unions. PTI

Preferred
mode of
® payment

EXPLAINED

EVEN AS the government
is pushing for a “less-cash
society” and with digital
transactions clocking
steady growth, cash re-
mains the preferred mode
of payment. While cash
usage was widespread in
FY21 due to the Covid-in-
duced lockdowns, it still
remains the dominant
mode of payment among
numerous merchants.s

tem has been steadily rising.

The sudden withdrawal of
notes in November 2016 had
roiled the economy, with demand
falling, businesses facing a crisis

and gross domestic product (GDP)

growth declining nearly 1.5 per
cent. Many small units were hit
hard and downed shutters after
the note ban. It also created a lig-
uidity shortage.

The rise in CiC in absolute
numbersis not the reflection of re-
ality. Since demonetisation in
2016, currency in circulation has
risen steadily every year, with the
CiC to GDP ratio having surged to
14.5 per centin 2020-21 from 8.7
per cent in 2016-17, as per data
presented by the Finance Ministry
in Parliament. CiC to GDP ratio is
now ever higher than that in the
pre-demonetisation period.

The jump in cash with the
public was primarily driven by a
rush for cash by the public in
2020-21 as the government an-
nounced a stringent lockdown to
tackle the spread of the Covid pan-
demic. As nations around the
world announced lockdowns in

February and the government
here also prepared to announce
lockdowns, people began accu-
mulating cash to meet their gro-
cery and other essential needs
thatwere being mainly catered by
neighbourhood grocery stores.

During festival seasons and
elections, cash demand remains
high. A large number of mer-
chants still depend on cash pay-
ments for end-to-end transac-
tions. Moreover, 90 per cent of
e-commerce transactions use
cashasamode of payment in tier
four cities compared to 50 per
centin tier one cities.

According to the Ministry of
Electronics and IT, the volume of
digital payments in the country
rose by 33per cent year-on-year
during the financial year2021-22.
Asmany as 7422 crore digital pay-
ment transactions were recorded
during this period as against 5,554
crore transactions in FY21.

‘Ukraine war unlikely to roil
35 tn refinancing next fiscal’

Over 1,400 large companies have to refinance %5 lakh crore
in FY23, but the global crisis caused by the Ukraine crisis is
unlikely to cause them any trouble, said a Ind-Ra report

Top 1,423 non-financial, debt-
heavy corporates have to
refinance as much as¥5 lakh
crore, but therisk is manageable
despite challenges posed by:

M Tightening monetary policy
condition

M Volatile commodity prices

TOTAL REFINANCING
REQUIREMENT is estimated
at:

M 5 lakh cr, marginally up from
¥4.98lakhcrinFY22,0na
blue-sky scenario

W 6.6 lakh cr,up 33%, based
on ahazy-sky scenario

75%

OF REFINANCING IS
FOR AA-RATED OR
BETTER ENTITIES

Source: India Ratings/PTI

PVR, INOX set for merger; to be
India’s largest entertainment co

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MARCH27

MULTIPLEX CHAINS PVR Ltd and
INOX Leisure Ltd have decided to
merge to form the largest enter-
tainment company in the coun-
try. The boards of the two compa-
nies on Sunday approved the
amalgamation and the share ex-
change ratios.

Accordingly, INOX sharehold-
erswill receive three sharesin PVR
for 10 shares of INOX. After the
merger, PVR promoters will have
10.62 per cent stake while INOX
promoters will have 16.66 per
cent stake in the combined entity.

Post merger, the promoters of
INOX will become co-promoters
in the merged entity along with
the existing promoters of PVR.
Further, the board of directors of
the merged company would be
re-constituted with total board
strength of 10 members and both
the promoter families having
equal representation on the Board
with 2 board seats each.

With PVR currently operating
871 screens across 181 properties
in 73 cities and INOX operating
675 screens across 160 properties
in 72 cities, the combined entity
willbecome the largest film exhi-
bition company in India operating
1,546 screens across 341 proper-
ties spread over 109 cities. On
Friday, PVR shares closed with a
gainof2.84 percentatRs 1,827.60
on the BSE. INOX Leisure shot up
by 6.10 per cent to Rs 469.70.

The merger is likely to augur
well for the growth of the Indian
cinema exhibition industry, be-
sides ensuring tremendous value
creation for all stakeholders, in-

APVR multiplex in New Delhi. PVR and INOX said the merger
will fight adversities posed by after-effects of Covid. Reutersfile

cluding customers, real estate de-
velopers, content producers, tech-
nology service providers, the state
exchequer and the employees.

Ajay Bijli would be appointed
the managing director and
Sanjeev Kumar the executive di-
rector. Pavan Kumar Jain would be
named the non-executive chair-
man of the Board. Siddharth Jain
would be appointed as non-exec-
utive non-independent director
inthe combined entity. “The com-
bined entity will be named as PVR
INOX Limited with branding of ex-
isting screens to continue as PVR
and INOX respectively,” PVR said
inastatement.

New cinemas opened after the
merger will be branded as PVR
INOX. While strongly countering
the adversities posed by the ad-
ventof various OTT (over-the-top)
platforms and the after-effects of
the pandemic, the combined en-
tity would also work towards tak-
ing world-class cinema experi-
ence closer to the consumers in
Tier 2 and 3 markets, PVR and
INOX said in a statement.

INOX had posted arevenue of
Rs 296.47 crore and a loss of Rs
1.31 crore for the quarter ended
December 2021,while PVR made
a loss of Rs 24.53 crore on a

turnover of Rs 546.94 crore for the
third quarter of FY22.

Ajay Bijli, chairman and man-
aging director, PVR, said, “The film
exhibition sector has been one of
the worstimpacted sectors onac-
count of the pandemicand creat-
ing scale to achieve efficiencies is
critical for the long-term survival
of the business and fight the on-
slaught of digital OTT platforms.”

“As we head into the indus-
try’s revival amidst headwinds,
this decisive partnership would
bring in enhanced productivity
through scale, a deeper reach in
newer markets and numerous
cost optimisation opportunities,
and continue to delight cinema
fans with world-class experiences
and landmark innovations,”
Siddharth Jain, director of INOX
Leisure, said.

Drushti Desai, registered val-
uer, partner at BansiS.Mehta& Co,
and SSPA& Co Chartered Accoun-
tants, theindependent valuers ap-
pointed by INOX and PVR respec-
tively, have recommended a share
exchange ratio. Ernst & Young
Merchant Banking Services LLP
provided the fairness opinion to
INOX, while Axis Capital provided
a fairness opinion to PVR on the
share exchange ratio.

INTERVIEW WITH MINISTER OF STATE FOR ELECTRONICS ANDIT

‘Need to relook laws to de-risk

Indian internet, make it di

ficult

for Big Tech to be Weapomsed’

SOON AFTER the Russian invasion
of Ukraine began on February 24,
Big Tech firms and intermediaries
announced either partial or total
stoppage of services for Russiaand
its citizens. This, Minister of State
for Electronics and IT RAJEEV
CHANDRASEKHAR believes, is a
dangerous precedent, and brings
back focus onthe power that such
platforms wield. Edited Excerpts
fromaninterview with AASHISH
ARYAN and LIZ MATHEW:

How doyou view the eventsin
Russiaand Ukraine vis-a-vis
the internet companies?

The recent events in Ukraine
and Russia have again in a lot of
ways drawn the attention to the
power of platforms on the inter-
net, the power of some govern-
ments to direct platforms on the
internet to take decisions thatare
partisan and effectively whatI call
the weaponisation of theinternet.

Two phenomenaare very vis-
ible. One is the weaponisation of
the internet, of which we were
aware of in some sense as we dis-
cussed user harm etc in the past.
The second is what I call the phe-
nomenon of the splinter-net. The
internet is now increasingly being
splintered driven by the power of
some western countries.

It is clear today that we need
Aatmanirbhar internet which
says that don’t depend only on
these platforms that have now
demonstrated during the Russia-
Ukraine war that they are not re-
moved from state influence forall
of the narrative they putout. They
are absolutely subject to sovereign
influence and it can make them
weaponised against a country or
for another country. We have to
completely relook at our legisla-
tive and jurisprudential frame-
work in that context.

There are draft laws with
respect todataand
cybersecurity pending? What
doesare-lookmean?

We must first create anational
data governance framework, es-
tablish some principles of law, de-
fine the role of these intermedi-
aries and what should be the
nature of the relationship be-
tween the intermediaries and the
user. We must define what should
be the consumer rights. Are they
more than the fundamental rights
that they have? Do we need a
magna carta of consumer rights
oncyberspace so thatevery man,
woman and child can consider
the internet to be a safe, trusted
and open space?

Rajeev Chandrasekhar Prifile

Itis clear today that we
need Aatmanirbhar
internet which says
that don’t depend only
on these platforms that
have now
demonstrated during
the Russia-Ukraine war
that they are not
removed from state
influence for all of the
narrative they put out”

RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR

So the jurisprudential legal
principles have to be built on that
before we go on saying we need
to come up with this law or that.
We will be belling the cat on one
corner without addressing the
overall piece. We have framed is-
sues, suchasregulation of ad tech.

We have to de-risk our Indian
internet and that de-risking ur-
gency has,inasense, been ampli-
fied by what we are seeing in
Ukraine-Russia. Itis validating our
thinking what we have been talk-
ingaboutinterms of anew digital
law, the need for a data gover-
nance framework.

We will create a framework,
which will have the data protec-
tion law, the digital law and the cy-
bersecurity statutes. Our ap-
proach now is exactly in keeping
with the Aatmanirbhar Bharat
principles and the success we
have had in the fintech space and
replicating it in other areas.

We are not averse to
Big Tech. But we have to make

Sinopec plans record
capital expenditure

REUTERS
BEIJING, MARCH 27

CHINA PETROLEUM & Chemical
Corp, known as Sinopec, is plan-
ningits highest capital investment
in history for 2022 after recording
its best profitinadecade, echoing
Beijing’s call for energy companies
to raise production.

Sinopec expects to spend 198
billion yuan ($31.10 billion) in
2022, up 18 per cent from a year
ago, beating the previous record
of 181.7 billion yuan set in 2013,
according to a company state-
ment filed to the Shanghai Stocks
Exchange on Sunday.

It plans to invest 81.5 billion
yuaninupstream exploitation, es-
pecially the crude oil bases in
Shunbei and Tahe fields, and nat-
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An employee at a Sinopec

refinery in Wuhan, Hubei
province. Reutersfile

ural gasfields in Sichuan province
and the Inner Mongolia region.
“Looking ahead in 2022, the
marketdemand for refined oil will
continued torecover,and demand
for natural gas and petrochemical
products will keep growing,”
Sinopec said in the statement.

BULK PROCUREMENT OF CRITICAL GEAR FOR CONSTRUCTION OF 10 PROPOSED UNITS OF PRESSURISED HEAVY WATER REACTORS

Equipment orders to kick off 700 MWe nuke projects in ‘fleet mode’ from 2023

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,MARCH 27

IN KICKING-OFF the biggest ex-
pansion of the country’s nuclear
power capacity, the purchase or-
ders for bulk procurement of crit-
icalequipment such as steamgen-
erators, lattice tubes, pressuriser
forgings and reactor headers have
been placed for the construction
of the 10 proposed units of the
new indigenous 700 MWe (mega
watt electric) pressurised heavy
water reactors (PHWRs).

The engineering, procurem-
entand construction packages for
the turbine island (conventional
partof the atomic power stations)

have been awarded for four units
of two of these projects being de-
veloped by state-owned Nuclear
Power Corporation (NPCIL).

The moving of the reactor con-
struction from the “pre-project
stage” to the “under construction
stage” will be marked by the First
Pour of Concrete (FPC) of the 700
MWe atomic power plant in
Karnataka’s Kaiga in 2023, which
will be first of the blocks and will
set into motion the construction
ofthe 10 nuclearreactorsina ‘fleet
mode’ over the next three years,
Department of Atomic Energy
(DAE) officials told the
Parliamentary panel on Science
and Technology, Environment,
Forests and Climate Change.

FIRST POUR OF CONCRETE OF KAIGA PLANT

B The moving of the reactor
construction from the “pre-
project stage” to the “under
construction stage” will be
marked by the First Pour of
Concrete (FPC) of the 700
MWe atomic power plantin

M This will set into motion
the construction of the 10
nuclear reactorsin a ‘fleet
mode’ over the next three
years, Department of
Atomic Energy officials told
the Parliamentary panel on

Karnataka’s Kaiga in 2023, Science and Technology,
which will be first of the Environment, Forests and
blocks Climate Change

The Centre had approved the  a ‘fleet mode’ with an aim to red-

construction of these 10PHWRin
June 2017 — the first time that it
had cleared the building of 10 nuc-
lear power reactors in one shotin

uce costsand speed up construct-
iontime. The projectsentailanes-
timated cost of Rs 1.05 lakh crore.

The PHWRs use natural uran-

iumas fueland heavy wateras the
moderator, and are the mainstay
of the country’s nuclear power
programme.

The addition of 7,000 MWe is
more than the combined present
installed capacity of 6,780 MWe.
There are 22 reactors under oper-
ation as of today.

After the FPC of Kaiga units 5
&6in2023, the Gorakhpur Hary-
ana Anu Vidyut Praiyonjan units
3 &4 and Mahi Banswara Rajast-
hanPower Projects units 1 to4are
slated for 2024; and that of Chutka
Madhya Pradesh Atomic Power
Projectunits 1&2in 2025, officials
of the DAE told the House panel.

Bulk procurementis underw-
ay for the fleet mode projects, with

New Delhi

purchase orders placed for forg-
ings for steam generators, SS304L
lattice tubes and plates for end
shields, pressuriser forgings, bleed
condensers forgings, incoloy-800
tubes for steam generators, reac-
tor headers, the DAE officials said,
adding that the EPC package for
turbine island has been awarded
for the Gorakhpur units 3 &4 and
the Kaiga units 5 &6.

The new reactors are of signif-
icantly higher capacities com-
pared to the PHWRs currently un-
der operation — the standard
PHWR being used in India is of
220 MWe, though two 540 MWe
reactors were installed in Tarapur
in 2005 and 2006. The 10 new re-
actors will be installed in Kaiga in

sure that our rules and laws in
India do not permit Big Tech plat-
forms to be weaponised deliber-
ately, wittingly, unwittingly, by
any other force.

Until such a governance
framework is putinto place,
how will the government
protect the cyberspace?

You cannot. Withalaw that s
20yearsold, youcannotdoit. You
have to accept that. That is why
the urgency to become an
Aatmanirbhar cyberspace that
you need an overarching frame-
work, data protection law, cyber-
security policy, along with the ba-
sic tool kits for cybersecurity. The
weaponisation of the internetand
the use of the internet where the
biggest and most dominating
platforms are of an external juris-
diction is an area of concern for
public policymakers.

Therefore, we have to ensure
thattheinternetis diversified and
is open, safe and trusted, as well
accountable. How doyou achieve
that? Througha series of new leg-
islation, laws, rules and additional
policy framework that addresses
theissue of security.Ido not have
an instant gratification response
onwhat will we do tomorrow.

As of today, how prepared are
we?

We have to be clear that unlike
inthe past, where laws lagged in-
novation, here law should be in
lock-step with innovation and
that s the only protection we can
have. The domestic laws must
make itvery difficult for the inter-
mediaries who are jurisdiction-
ally present in India, to be
weaponised against the interest
of India and its citizens.

Fullinterview on
www.indianexpress.com

Over1.4L cr
of FPI outflows
in 2022 so far

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

IN THE backdrop of heightened
geopolitical tensions and inflation
worries, overseas investors have
pulled out a total Rs 1,14,855.97
crore from domestic markets in
calendar year 2022 so far.

According to depositories
data, in March so far, foreign port-
folio investors (FPIs) have sold
domestic equities worth Rs
48,261.65 crore, taking the year-
to-date tally this year to Rs
1,14,855.97 crore.

The exodus of FPIs was
largely owing to inflationary
pressures and deepening global
macroeconomic conditions fol-
lowing the Russia-Ukraine war,
experts said. WITHPTI

Karnataka (Unit 5 & 6), Chutka in
Madhya Pradesh (Unit 1 & 2),
Gorakhpur in Haryana (Unit 3 &
4) and Mahi Banswara in
Rajasthan (Unit 1,2,3 &4).

Thedecision to step up thein-
digenous civil nuclear reactor pro-
gramme comes amid delaysinthe
deployment of imported light wa-
ter reactor-based projects in col-
laboration with global vendors.

The NPCILwill set up the proj-
ects deploying the proposed 700
MWe reactor units, which marks
abigleap for the state-owned nu-
clear operator that has sofarbeen
building smaller-sized 220 MWe
and 540 MWe reactor units as part
of the country’s indigenous nu-
clear power programme.
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MEANWHILE

PHILIPPINES ON ALERT OVER VOLCANO

A small but restive volcano near the Philippine capital Manila ejected two more
plumes on Sunday, indicating continued eruption and prompting authorities to urge
residents to stay out of harm’s way. Located in a lake in Batangas province south of
Manila, Taal volcano spewed an 800-metre-tall plume followed by one of 400 metres.
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Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing

MYANMAR
Juntavowsto
‘annihilate’
opponents of

military rule
MYANMAR’S LEADER
vowed Sunday to intensify
action against home-
grown militia groups
fighting the military-run
government, saying the
armed forces would “an
nihilate” them. Senior Gen
Min Aung Hlaing, speak-
ing at a military parade
marking Armed Forces
Day, also urged ethnic mi-
norities not to support
groups opposed to army
rule and ruled out negoti-
ations with them. The
military seized power last
year from the democrati-
cally elected government
of Aung San Suu Kyi.
Security forces used lethal
force to suppress mass na-
tionwide protests, result-
ing in the deaths of more
than 1,700 civilians. AP

CHINA
Plane crash:
Second ‘black

box’ found

THE SECOND “black box”
from a China Eastern
Boeing 737-800 was found
Sunday, raising hopes that
it might shed light on why
the plane nosedived into a
mountainous area in
southern China last week,
killing all 132 people on
board. Firefighters taking
partinthe search found the
flight data recorder on a
mountain slope about 40
metres from the point of
impactand 1.5 metres un-
derground, state media
said. Experts confirmed it
was the second black box.
The impact of the crash
created a deep pit on the
side of the mountain and
scattered debris widely. AP

SRILANKA
st international
flightin 54 years

atthisairport

SRI LANKA'S oldest and
first international airport
wasrelaunched onSunday
with its first international
flight landing in 54 years,
aviation officials said. A
flight from the Maldives
landed at the Ratmalana
International Airport here.
The 50-seater Maldivian
flight will operate three
flights a week to Colombo,
and it will be later ex-
panded to five per weeks,
the aviation officials said.
The Ratmalanaairportwas
turned intoadomesticair-
portafter the Bandaranaike
International Airport at
Katunayake was commis-
sionedin the late 1960s.PTI

U.S. CLARIFIES AFTER PRESIDENT SAYS PUTIN ‘CANNOT REMAIN IN POWER’

Biden’s aides say his remarks on
Putin not a call for reglme change

Macron: [ would
not use this
type of wording

REUTERS
MARCH 27

WHITE HOUSE officials have said
that US President Joe Biden’s
comments during a speech he
delivered in Warsaw, Poland, on
Saturday where he said Putin
“cannot remain in power” were
meant to prepare the world’s
democracies for extended con-
flict over Ukraine, not back
regime change in Russia.

Biden’s remarks on Saturday;,
including a statement earlier in
the day calling Putin a “butcher”,
were a sharp escalation of the US
approach to Moscow over its in-
vasion of Ukraine.

In a major address delivered
at Warsaw’s Royal Castle, Biden
evoked Poland’s four decades
behind the Iron Curtain in an ef-
fort to build a case that the
world’s democracies must ur-
gently confront an autocratic
Russia as a threat to global secu-
rity and freedom.

Butaremarkat the end of the
speechraised the spectre of esca-
lation by US, which has avoided
direct military involvement in
Ukraine, and has specifically said
it does not back regime change.

“For God’s sake, this man
cannot remain in power,” Biden
told a crowd in Warsaw after
condemning Putin’s month-long
war in Ukraine.

A White House official said
Biden’s remarks did not represent
ashift in Washington’s policy.

“The President’s point was that
Putin cannot be allowed to exer-
cise power over his neighbours or
the region,” the official said. “He
was not discussing Putin’s power
in Russia, or regime change.”

Asked about Biden’s com-
ment, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told Reuters: “That’s not for
Biden to decide. The president of
Russiais elected by Russians.”

On Sunday, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken told re-
porters that the US had no strat-
egy of regime change for Russia.

During a visit to Jerusalem,
Blinken also said that what Biden
meant was “President Putin can-
not be empowered to wage war
or engage in aggression against
Ukraine or anyone else”.

French President Emmanuel
Macron distanced himself from
Biden's comments, saying, “I
wouldn’t use this type of word-
ing because [ continue to hold dis-
cussions with President Putin.”

“We want to stop the war that
Russia has launched in Ukraine
without escalation — that’s the
objective,” he told France 3 TV
channel, adding, “If this is what
we want to do, we should not es-
calate things — neither with
words or actions.”

Biden delivered a speechin
Warsaw, Poland, Saturday. AP
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People clear debris from a school that was damaged by shelling in Kharkiv, on Sunday. Reuters

Zelenskyy says West needs more courage in
helping Ukraine fight, seeks more weapons

YURAS KARMANAU
LVIV,MARCH 27

UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT
Volodymyr Zelenskyy accused
the West of lacking courage as
his country fights to stave off
Russia’s invading troops, making
an exasperated plea for fighter
jets and tanks to sustain a de-
fense in a conflict that has
ground into a war of attrition.
Speaking after US President
Joe Biden said in a lacerating
speech that Russian President
Vladimir Putin could not stay in
power — words the White
House immediately sought to
downplay — Zelenskyy lashed
out at the West’s “ping-pong
about who and how should
hand over jets” and other
weapons while Russian missile
attacks kill and trap civilians.
“T've talked to the defenders of
Mariupol today... Their determi-
nation, heroism and firmness are
astonishing,” Zelenskyy said in a
videoaddress early Sunday;, refer-
ring to the besieged southern city
that has suffered some of the
war’s greatest deprivations and
horrors. “If only those who have

People fleeing the Luhansk region at a school gym in
Uzhgorod, Ukraine, on Sunday. Reuters

RUSSIA WARNS MEDIA:
DONOT REPORT
ZELENSKYY INTERVIEW

London: Russia’s communica-
tions watchdog told Russian
media on Sunday to refrain
from reporting an interview
with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and
saidit had started a probe into
the outlets which had inter-
viewed him. In a statement, it
said a host of Russian outlets
did an interview with
Zelenskyy. REUTERS

been thinking for 31 days on how
to hand over dozens of jets and
tanks had 1% of their courage.”
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
now inits 32nd day, has stalled in
many areas, its aim to quickly en-
circle the capital, Kyiv, and force
its surrender faltering in the face
of staunch Ukrainian resistance.
Moscow claimsits focusison
wresting from Ukraine the en-
tirety of the eastern Donbass re-
gion, which has been partially
controlled by Russia-backed

separatists since 2014.

The leader of one of the sep-
aratist-controlled areas of
Donbass said Sunday that he
wants to hold a vote on joining
Russia, words that could indicate
ashiftin Russia’s position. Leonid
Pasechnik, the head of the self-
proclaimed Luhansk People’s
Republic, said it plans to hold a
referendum on becoming part of
Russia “in the nearest time.”

Kyrylo Budanov, the head of
Ukrainian military intelligence, ac-

cused Russia of seeking to split
Ukraine in two, like North and
South Korea. He also predicted that
guerrilla warfare by Ukrainians
would derail such plans.

In pointed remarks, Zelenskyy
accused the West of being “afraid
to prevent this tragedy. Afraid to
simply make adecision”.“So,who
is in charge of the Euro-Atlantic
community? Is it still Moscow,
thanks toits scare tactics?” he said.
“Our partners must step up their
aid to Ukraine.” AP

Ukraine: Some Ru331an umts withdrawing to Belarus

MARIAVARENIKOVA
KYIV,MARCH 27

AFTER A month of intense fight-
ing near Kyiv, some Russian mil-
itary units are withdrawing
through the Chernobyl Exclusion
Zone to Belarus to regroup, the
Ukrainian military said on
Sunday, suggesting the Russian
army was using the site of the
defunct reactor for logistics.
Lingering radiation from the
1986 nuclear disaster poses only
modest health risks, though
those may be rising for Russian
troops positioned in the area as

Asatellite image of Chernobyl
nuclear facilities earlier this
month. Ukrainian forces said
some Russian units were
going to Belarus via the
Chernobyl Exclusion Zone. NYT

dozens of small wildfires in the
surrounding forest were spread-
ing radiation in smoke.

The Ukrainian military’s state-
ment about the partial pullback of
Russian troops toward Chernobyl
came as another sign that the
Russian attack on Kyiv, the capital,
has largely stalled in chaotic, in-
conclusive battles raging for
weeks now in several mostly de-
stroyed suburban towns.

There was no way to inde-
pendently confirm the Ukrainian
statement, but it was consistent
with what Western intelligence
agencies have said about the
fighting to the northwest of Kyiv.

The Ukrainian military said an
unspecified number of units of
Russia’s 35th Combined Arms
Army, a Russian military term for
a large formation, were being
pulled back to regroup after suf-
fering losses in the fighting, It said
several units were pulling back to
the Chornobyl area and then
crossing into Belarus, about 15 km
away. Itis possible, the statement
said, that after the regrouping,
they will be redeployed in a re-
newed effort to encircle Kyiv. That
effort has in any case not wholly
halted. On Saturday Boyarka, a
satellite town outside Kyiv, was
shelled for the firsttime. ~ NYT

TWO DECADES AFTER DESTROYING BAMIYAN BUDDHAS

Eye on China investment, Taliban now preserve Buddhas

SAMYAKULLAB
MES AYNAK (AFGHANISTAN),
MARCH 27

THE ANCIENT Buddha statues sit
in serene meditation in the caves
carved into the russet cliffs of ru-
ral Afghanistan. Hundreds of
metres below lies what is be-
lieved to be the world’s largest
deposit of copper.

Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers
are pinning their hopes on
Beijing to turn that rich vein into
revenue to salvage the cash-
starved country amid crippling
international sanctions.

The fighters standing guard
by the rocky hillside may once
have considered destroying the
terracotta Buddhas. Two decades
ago when the Taliban were first
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Two decades ago, when the Taliban were first in power, they
sparked global outrage by blowing up gigantic Buddha
statues in Bamiyan. Reuters file

in power, they sparked global
outrage by blowing up gigantic
Buddha statues in central
Afghanistan’s Bamiyan, calling
them pagan symbols that must
be purged.

But now they are intent on
preserving the relics of the Mes
Aynak copper mine. Doing so is
key to unlocking billions in
Chinese investment, said
Hakumullah Mubariz, the

Taliban’s spectacular
reversal illustrates the
powerful allure of
Afghanistan’s untapped
mining sector

Taliban head of security at the
site, peering into the remnants
of amonastery built by first-cen-
tury Buddhist monks.
“Protecting them is very im-
portant to us and the Chinese,”
he said. Previously, Mubariz
commanded a Taliban combat
unit in the surrounding moun-
tains battling with US-backed
Afghan forces. When those
troops capitulated last year, his
men rushed to secure the site.
“We knew it would be important

for the country,” he said.

The Taliban’s spectacular re-
versalillustrates the powerful al-
lure of Afghanistan’s untapped
mining sector. Successive au-
thorities have seen the country’s
mineral riches, estimated to be
worth $1 trillion, as the key to a
prosperous future, but none
have been able to develop them
amid the continual war and vio-
lence. Now, multiple countries,
including Iran, Russia and Turkey
are looking to invest, filling the
vacuum left in the wake of the
chaotic US withdrawal.

But Beijing is the most as-
sertive. At Mes Aynak, it could
become the first major power to
take on a large-scale project in
Taliban-controlled Afghanistan,
potentially redrawing Asia’s
geopolitical map. AP

SHOW OF STRENGTH AHEAD OF TRUST VOTE

At huge rally, Imran
says foreign powers
behind ‘conspiracy’
to topple his govt

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, MARCH 27

IN A show of strength ahead of
the tabling of a no-confidence
motion against his government,
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan on Sunday addressed a
massive rally in the national cap-
ital where he said that foreign
powers were involved ina “con-
spiracy” to topple his coalition
government.

Addressing the rally, organised
by the ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI), Khan said foreign ele-
ments were using local politicians
and money to “mend the coun-
try’s foreign policy”.

“Attempts are being made
through foreign money to change
the government in Pakistan. Our
people are being used. Mostly in-
advertently, but some people are
using money against us. We
know from what places attempts
are being to pressure us. We have
been threatened in writing but
we will not compromise on na-
tional interest,” his said in his
speech that lasted more than an
hourand a half.

“The letter I have is proof,and
I want to dare anyone who is
doubting this letter. [ will invite
them off the record. We have to
decide for how long we will have
to live like this. We are getting
threats. There are many things
about foreign conspiracy which
will be shared very soon,” he said.

Khan also thanked the rally’s
participants for responding to
his call and gathering in
Islamabad from different parts
of the country.

In apparent references to
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leader and former PM
Nawaz Sharif, Pakistan Peoples’

Pakistan PM Imran Khan

Party leader and former presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari and Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI) leader
Fazlur Rehman, Khan said,
“These three stooges are looting
the country for years, and all this
drama is being done to have
Imran Khan surrender like [for-
mer Pakistan president Pervez]
Musharraf. They are trying to
blackmail the government.
General Musharraf tried to save
his government and gave these
thieves NRO  (National
Reconciliation Ordinance)and it
resulted in the destruction of
Pakistan,” Khan was quoted as
saying by Dawn newspaper.

“Come what may, I will not
forgive them, even if my govern-
ment goes or even if [ lose my
life,” he said.

Pakistan has been on the
edge since Opposition parties on
March 8 submitted the no-con-
fidence motion before the
National Assembly Secretariat,
alleging that the Khan's govern-
ment was responsible for the
economic crisis and the spi-
ralling inflation in the country.

On Friday, the National
Assembly’s crucial session on
the no-trust motion was ad-
journed by the Speaker with-
out the resolution being tabled.
A National Assembly session is
now scheduled to be convened
on Monday. PTI

China will oppose any
attempt to interfere in
Nepal’s affalrs Wang

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, MARCH 27

CHINA'S STATE Councillor and
Foreign Minister, Wang Yi,
wound up his visit to Nepal with
a warning to other regional and
global powers that Beijing would
oppose any attempt to interfere
in Nepal's internal affairs.

During his 48-hour visit to
the country, Wang held meet-
ings with Nepal President Bidya
Devi Bhandari, Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba, Foreign
Minister Narayan Khadka,
Opposition leader K P Oli and
Maoist party leader Pushpa
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’. In his
talks with these leaders, Wang
reiterated China’s support for
Nepal's development, and also
firmly conveyed that any exter-
nal influence in Nepal would be
unacceptable and that China
would stand against it.

“China firmly stands in
favour of Nepal's sovereignty,
independence, and its right to
self determination on internal
affairs, and any attempt to dis-
turb them will be firmly op-
posed by China,” Wang told
Nepalese leaders.

Nepal Foreign Minister
Narayan Khadka with his
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi
in Kathmandu, Saturday. AP

Wang’s South Asia trip in-
cluded visits to Pakistan,
Afghanistan, India and Nepal.

It comes amid speculationin
Kathmandu that China was not
happy with the Nepal
Parliament’s decision to ratify a
$500-million dollar US infra-
structure grant.

Nepal Foreign Minister
Khadka, and almost all other
leaders that Wang met, assured
him that Nepal firmly believed
inthe One-China policy and that
it was committed to not letting
its territory be used against
China in any manner.

Ahead of Israel-Arab summit, US
seeks to reassure allies on Iran

HUMEYRA PAMUK
JERUSALEM, MARCH 27

US SECRETARY of State Antony
Blinken sought to reassure Israeli
and Arab partners convening for
a rare summit in Israel on
Sunday that Washington would
continue to counter any Iranian
threat even as he promoted nu-
clear diplomacy with Tehran.

Theissue s likely to dominate
the two-day summit which will
include foreign ministers from
three Arab states that normalised
ties with Israel even as peace-
making with the Palestinians re-
mains stalled. Blinken pledged in
parallel to work on improving
Palestinian conditions.

Blinken’s visit comes as some

New Delhi

US allies in the region question
President Joe Biden administra-
tion’s commitment and brace for
fallout from an Iranian nuclear
deal and the Ukrainian crisis.
The nuclear talks had been
close to an agreement several
weeks ago until Russia made
last-minute demands of the
United States, insisting that sanc-
tions imposed on Moscow over

US Secretary of
State Antony
Blinken with
Israel President
IsaacHerzogin
Jerusalem on
Sunday. AP

its invasion of Ukraine should
not affect its trade with Iran.

Restoring a 2015 nuclear deal
“is the best way to put Iran's nu-
clear programme back in to the
box it was in”, Blinken said.

But whether or not that hap-
pens, “our commitment to the
core principle of Iran never ac-
quiring a nuclear weapon is un-
wavering”, hesaid. REUTERS
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TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

DASHBOARD, AS ON MARCH 26

Active cases
16,187

Deaths
149
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State ON MARCH 26 Weekly
Newcases | Activecases | Deaths | positivity
Kerala 496 4,881 141 2.97%
Mizoram 146 1,227 1 11.57%
Maharashtra 138 893 0 0.36%
Delhi 120 464 0 0.41%
Karnataka 79 1,818 1 0.33%
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INDIA TOTAL DOSES 183,20,10,030

(Adults 1stdose: 91,24,82,858;2nd: 79,07,81,757;
15-18 age group 1st dose: 5,68,14,422; 2nd: 3,71,74,113;
Age group 12-14 1st dose: 1,22,01,065; Precautionary: 2,25,55,815)

March 26 total: 32,41,552
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

The format for CUET

The National Testing Agency has announced the format of the Central Universities Entrance Test. What will
the papers contain, how many can a candidate take, and how will admissions take place based on CUET?

SOURAVROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

APPLICATION FORMS for the Central
Universities Entrance Test (CUET) for under-
graduate programmes will be open from April
2-30, the National Testing Agency (NTA) of the
Ministry of Higher Education has announced.

All admissions to UG courses in central
universities will now be through CUET, replac-
ing the class XII scores-based admission sys-
tem wherever it was being followed. The test
will be computer-based, with Multiple Choice
Questions (MCQs) in each paper.

The NTA has advised candidates to go
through details of programmes on offer, and
eligibility criteria, on the websites of the uni-
versities they wish to apply to. After making
their choice, they can visit cuet.samarth.ac.in
and submit their application forms.

What will be the format of the test?

The test, based on the NCERT class XII syl-
labus, will be divided into four broad sections.
SectionsI-AandI-Bwill involve papers on lan-
guages; Section Il will be on core subjectsacan-
didate wishes to pursue; and Section IV will be
ageneral test, only for programmes in certain
universities where such a test is required.

What will the language papers contain?

Sections I-A and I-B will each contain 50
questions, of which an applicant must attempt
40.These papers will test for reading compre-
hension by setting passages, based on which
the candidate will have to answer MCQs.

Section I-A, compulsory for all, will testa
candidate in English or an Indian language
to be chosen from a basket of 12 — Hindji,
Marathi, Gujarati, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam, Urdu, Assamese, Bengali,
Punjabi, and Odia. The duration of this test
will be 45 minutes.

SectionI-Bis for those looking to study for-
eign languages. The 19 languages on offer in
various central universities are French,
Spanish, German, Nepali, Persian, Italian,
Arabic, Sindhi, Kashmiri, Konkani, Bodo, Dogri,
Maithili, Manipuri, Santhali, Tibetan, Japanese,
Russian and Chinese.

What are the core subjects in Section II?
Students can pick up to six subjects froma
list of 27: Accountancy/ Book Keeping;
Biology/ Biological Studies/ Biotechnology/
Biochemistry; Business Studies; Chemistry;
Computer Science/ Informatics Practices;
Economics/ Business Economics; Engineering

Counselling in Delhi University in 2017. So far, DU admissions were based on Board
scores; now, UG admissions will be through CUET across central universities. File

Graphics; Entrepreneurship; Geography/
Geology; History; Home Science; Knowledge
Tradition and Practices of India; Legal Studies;
Environmental Science; Mathematics;
Physical Education/ NCC / Yoga; Physics;
Political Science; Psychology; Sociology;
Teaching Aptitude; Agriculture; Mass Media/
Mass Communication; Anthropology; Fine
Arts/ Visual Arts (Sculpture/ Painting)/
Commercial Arts; Performing Arts — (i) Dance
(Kathak/ Bharatnatyam/ Odissi/ Kathakali/
Kuchipudi/ Manipuri; (ii) Drama — Theatre;
(iii) Music General (Hindustani/ Carnatic/
Rabindra Sangeet/ Percussion/ Non-
Percussion); Sanskrit.

A candidate will have to attempt of 40 out
of 50 questions within 45 minutes.

And what is Section Il about?

Section Il will be a general test for any un-
dergraduate programme offered by universi-
ties where a general test is being used for ad-
mission rather than a test on domain subjects.
The paper, for which an hour will be given to
candidates, has been designed to assess their
general knowledge, knowledge of current af-
fairs, general mental ability, and numerical
ability. It will also test quantitative reasoning
through simple application of basic mathe-
matical concepts of arithmetic/ algebra, geom-
etry/ mensuration taught until class VIIL This
paper will have 75 questions, of which 60 will
have to be attempted.

Canascience stream switch to

humanities through CUET?

Yes, a science stream student can pursue
courses in humanities such as BA Political
Science or BA History even after CUET.
However, the admission procedure may vary
from one university to another. Some univer-
sities may require a science student to also
take adomain test on the humanities subject,
while many are likely to admit students based
on their CUET scores evenif they pick science
subjects for the Section Il paper.

How many papers can a student take?

A candidate can take a maximum of nine
papers in two different combinations. In one
combination, she can pick up to two language
papers spread over Section IA and IB; up to six
domain subjects; and a general test. In the sec-
ond combination of amaximum nine papers,
acandidate can pick up to three languages; up
to five domain subjects; and a general test.

Whatif asubjectis not among in the 27
domain-specific papers being offered?

In such cases, the candidate may choose
the subject closest to their choice. For exam-
ple, those willing to pursue BSc in
Biochemistry may choose Biology.
“Generally the languages/ subjects chosen
should be the ones that a student has opted
for in their latest Class XII Board examina-
tion. However, if any University permits any
flexibility in this regard, the same can be ex-
ercised under CUET (UG)—2022 also.
Candidates must carefully refer to the eligi-

bility requirements of various Central
Universities in this regard,” the NTA says.

Can astudent who has already cleared
class XII take this year’s CUET?

Yes, if any university permits students of
previous years of class XII to take admission
in the current year, such students would also
be eligible to appear in CUET(UG)-2022.

How will universities admit students
based on the CUET?

The CUET will not rank students, and will
just provide scores. There will be negative
marking for wrong answers. While marks
scored in the class XII Board exam will not be
given any weightage, universities have been
given the option to use Board exam scores on
one count — they can set a minimum score as
arequirement. For example, a particular uni-
versity can say, irrespective of a candidate’s
score in the CUET, their application for admis-
sion will be considered only if they have scored
atleast 60% in the Board exams. That will vary
from university to university and will be op-
tional: notall universities will use Board exam
scores as qualifying criteria. These aspects will
have to be checked by the candidates with the
universities they are applying to.

Should a student take special coaching?

“All questions in various testing areas will
be benchmarked at the level of Class XII only.
Students having studied Class XII Board syl-
labus would be able to do well in CUET (UG)—
2022,” the NTA notice said.

UGC chairperson M Jagadesh Kumar too
has stressed that coaching will not be neces-
sary as the questions in the test will be drawn
up based on NCERT syllabus, which is widely
accepted across the country. "Board-wise syl-
labus variations will also be taken into ac-
count. These exams are not going to be like the
IIT exams. Experts will moderate the difficulty
level and questions will be confined to Class
Xl syllabus alone,” Prof Kumar said.

“Inthe case of the lIT entrances, over a mil-
lion candidates compete for around 16,000
seats. But in the case of central universities,
Delhi University alone has around 70,000
seats and when the other universities (total
45)are taken into account, there will be a cou-
ple of lakhs seats. The ratio of seats against ap-
plicants will be 1:5 as against 1:50 or 1:60 in
the case of IITs. In the case of IITs, tough ques-
tions drive people to coaching. But in CUET,
the difficulty level of questions will be moder-
ated so that students are comfortable with-
out coaching,” he said.

MP quota in KVs, and why an attempt to scrap it

SHEETALBANCHARIYA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

LASTWEEK, Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan urged Lok Sabha to debate and decide
whether the MP quota in Kendriya Vidyalaya
admissions should continue or end. Since then,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has suggested that
there could be an all-party meeting on this,and
BJP leader Sushil Kumar Modi has moved a
Zero Hour notice in Rajya Sabha for withdrawal
of the quota.

Whatis the MP quota in KV admissions?

The Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS),
the autonomous body under the Ministry of
Education that manages the KVs, introduced a
special scheme in 1975 allowing a fixed quota
for admission to each member of the Lok
Sabhaand Rajya Sabha. Granting these discre-
tionary powers was aimed at helping MPs
serve their constituents better.

An MP's recommendations for admission
are limited to Classes 1 to 9, and to children

What is behind the new anti-In

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
NEW DELHI,MARCH?27

ONMARCH 23, People’s Majlis, the Maldivian
Parliament, accepted an emergency motion
disallowing an opposition rally planned for
two days later in the capital Malé. The rally
hadbeen called by former president Abdulla
Yameen and his Progressive Party,and its ally,
the People’s National Congress.

The motion was moved by Abdulla Jabir,
a member of former president Mohamed
Nasheed’s Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP).It stated the rally was endangering na-
tional security, and sowing discord between
the Maldives and one of its neighbours. It
asked the Maldivian National Defence Forces
to stop the rally and other similar events.

The theme of the rally was “India Out”, a
slogan coined two years ago by protesters
who claim that the MDP government led by
President Ibrahim Solih has “sold out” the
country to India. The protest was scheduled
for the day before External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar was to arrive in the Maldives.

The rally was not allowed to take place,
with police cracking down on protesters trav-
elling to Malé from other parts.

Political context

The archipelago nation of about 500,000
people, which won democracy only in 2005,
lies at a strategic crossroads in the Indian
Ocean. India and China have vied for influ-
enceinthe Maldives, and Islamists have found
abasein the country where Islamis the state
religion. Politically, the country has experi-
enced turmoil that democracy has brought.

As the closest big neighbour, India has
been the first responder in Maldives for
decades, the relationship cemented by the
strongman former president Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom, who ruled the country from
1978 to 2008, when he was defeated by
Nasheed. In 1988, Indian special forces dra-
matically cut short an ongoing coup against
Gayoom by a businessman who had hired
mercenaries from the Sri Lankan Tamil mili-
tant group PLOTE for the job.

Since the transition to democracy, foreign
policy has played a big role in the politics of
Maldives, tied as it is to the small country’s
economic development. The period coin-
cided with China’s rise and its projection of
power in the region and beyond.

Geopolitical frictions arising out of
Beijing’s intervention in a part of the Indian
Ocean where India was the pre-eminent
power had repercussions in the national pol-
itics of both Sri Lanka and Maldives. In
Maldives, the MDP and its top leaders, espe-
cially Nasheed, are seen as pro-India, while
Yameen, who was president for five years
from 2013, is seen as a China proxy.

Inthe last presidential and parliamentary
electionsin 2018, the MDP was voted back to
office. Nasheed could not contest because of
aconviction under the Yameen government,
and Solih became President. Yameen was
convicted on corruption charges soon after.

Witha friendly governmentin Malé, India
has been able to regain some of its previous
influence after the Yameen years that saw re-
lations dip to their lowest point.

whose parents belong to the MP’s con-
stituency. The quota has undergone several
changes, including being discontinued on at
least two occasions. Earlier, an MP could rec-
ommend two admissions inanacademic year,
whichwasincreased to five in 2011, sixin 2012
and 10in 2016. Currently, with 543 MPs in the
Lok Sabha and 245 MPs in the Rajya Sabha,
7,880 admissions are possible against this
quotaevery year.

There was also a separate 'discretionary’
quota allowed the Education Minister (earlier
known as the Human Resources Development
Minister) to recommend 450 students for ad-
mission each academic year until 2021. This,
too, was abolished and reinstated several
times; it was last abolished last year.

What is the admission process under the
MP quota?

Every MP has a coupon sent tothe KVSand
Ministry of Education with details of the child
and parents. The list of shortlisted candidates
is hosted on the KVS website. If a student’s
nameis listed, the admission process begins.

la campal

But Yameen's release in December 2021
led toanincrease in the pitch and frequency of
the anti-Indiarallies. Protesters have been car-
rying his posters,and Yameen has been pres-
ent at some protest sites and rallies.

The next presidential and parliamentary
elections arein 2024, and Yameenis using the
campaign to paint the MDPas a party that has
enslaved the country to India.

Security cooperation

What began as a general protest at the
Solih government’s perceived India-friendly
policies has turned into an allegation that
India has sent a large military contingent to
the Maldives, a claim that the Solih govern-
ment has repeatedly denied.

Attention has focused particularly on the
co-operation between the two countries to
develop a harbour on the Uthuru Thilafalhu
(UTF)atoll for the Maldivian Coast Guard. The
Solih government has said there are no Indian
military personnelin the Maldives other than
a maintenance and flight crew operating
three Dornier aircraft used for surveillance,

Admissions against the MP quota — and
also the Education Minister’s discretionary
quota —are above the sanctioned seat strength
across KVs. And over the years, admissions
have often exceeded the quota size since MPs
and ministers receive several requests, many of
which, they claim, are hard to turn down. For
instance, in 2018-19, 8,164 students were ad-
mitted against the MP quota of 7880 and 9,402
students were taken against the Education
Minister's quota of 450.

Because the excess admissions distort the
student-teacher ratio and deprive meritorious
students of an opportunity to study in a
Kendriya Vidyalaya, governments have tried
to scrap the two quotas over the years.

What has come out of such attempts?
These have often run into a wall with MPs
prevailing over the government toretainit. For
instance, the MP quota was first scrapped in
1997 but reintroduced in 1998 on the orders
of then HRD minister Murli Manohar Joshi. In
March 2010, then HRD minister Kapil Sibal sur-
rendered both quotas but, in less than two

and for rescue and airambulance operations.

Inastatement on March 13, the Maldives
Defence Ministry clarified that “Statements
that allege UTF to be a foreign military base
are simply untrue.”

Besides the February 2021 agreement for
development of the UTF harbour, the coun-
tries are collaborating in other ways. India has
extended a $50 million line of credit to the
Maldives for defence purchases, and the coun-
tries have agreed to combat terrorism in “all
its forms and manifestations”. Maldives is part
of the India-driven Indian Ocean mini-lateral
Colombo Security Conclave, in which the
other members are Sri Lanka and Mauritius,
with Bangladesh and Seychelles expected to
join soon. Last November, the Indian Navy,
Maldives National Defence Force, and the Sri
Lankan Navy conducted atwo-day exercise in
the Exclusive Economic Zones of the three
countries in the southern Arabian Sea to “build
understanding and interoperability”.

Domestic politics
Yameen hopes to harness Maldivian na-

New Delhi

months, restored and increased the MP quota
from 2 admissions per member to five in 2011,
and six in 2012. Sibal did not restore the min-
ister's quota, which was done by the subse-
quent government, with Smriti Irani as HRD
minister, with a limit of 450 recommendations
inayear.In 2016, the MP quota was raised from
six to ten admissions each year. In 2021,
Pradhan scrapped his discretionary quota of
450 admissions.

Why is the MP quota in the news now?

During the ongoing Parliament session,
Congress MP Manish Tewari raised the issue
arguing that the ten-seat quota is not enough
for an MP who is forced to turn down a large
number of applicants.

“Each of us represents 15-20 lakh people
and each constituency has at least 35-40 lakh
people.. Those who are denied get angry with
us.  have a request: either you enhance the
quota from 10to 50 or do away withit,” he said.

Pradhan suggested that the government
could work towards ending the MP quota alto-
gether if the House agreed.

gnin the Maldives?

tionalism to come back to power on an anti-
India plank. Solih's government has argued
domestically that Maldives imports virtually
everything, and relies on India forits security,
including food security.

The MDP has begun an “India First” cam-
paign, and had even drafted legislation to
criminalise anti-India protests as anti-na-
tional. The legislation was ultimately
dropped.

Yameen also hopes to politically leverage
the differences between Solih and Nasheed.
The two men have largely managed to keep
these differences from coming in the way of
the work of government, but following an at-
tempton hislife last year, which was traced to
a local Islamist group, the former president
criticised the government openly for not do-
ing enough against such forces.

AnMDP defeatinalocal election saw the
differences spill out into the open. Nasheed
wants Solih to use the MDP’s two-thirds ma-
jorityin Parliament to change Maldives from
a presidency to a country in which a Prime
Minister heads the government.
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much as personal, so don't feel
singled out for harsh treatment.
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for the following work is invited by DRM/
Engg/DDU for and on behalf of the
President of India from experienced and
financially as well as technically sound
contractors including those enlisted with the
Railway, CPWD, BSNL, MES, PWD and

E-temder inuited by STHM, Balangir frem estabSshed firmsfshops PERSONAL
registered in India for supply / cantract of follewing fems:
I,Shyama Devi,W/0-Late Daya
Chand,R/0-364,R.N. Pahalwan
Colony,Bharthal
Village,South-West,N.D.-
110077,inform that Shyama
Devi & Shanti both are one &
the same person.

1. Kltchen Equipmants for Hotel Management Trade far the
Scademic Sessian 202 1-2002 2. 1Mo T2 RS H L EUTIREDL §L3%ILINN

2. Bakery [Small Taols] for Hotel Managemerit Trade far the
Aeademic Sesiion 202 1-202 1. Mo ASSWHE L STIRDEL o 350k I0s]

3. Crockery & Cutlery far Hotel Management Trade for the
Acadamic Session 202 1-202 L. e a7 TP H2AIAIEE]

Interested parties may 2irdly wisf the below menbones] webage
for further details:

wranwstenderwizard.camySIHM  or wenwsihmbalanginorg

Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement
directing you to make appearance before Ld.
Registrar on 27.05.2022 at 10.30 AM. (for further
details kindly visit DRT websne www.efribunal.gov.in
Phone Number: 011-23748473

LR HUSAR A R LA
WHLFLA 1 NN
CRAPHALLY Ba30A L Bk, SaLFN
L VOLMOAT N HASE ML
Lol HS O DICTOHON, HOCA @

I,Narinder Kumar Lalwani,S/o
Vishindas Khushaldas Lalwani
R/0-Flatno.B-252 Gail Co-

- Take notice that in case of yo ur failure to appear on| | Courier/ Fax or by hand will not be accepted. | | video conferencing system, Boom barrier| | of the work : ¥97,24,132.89, Earnest Money - ‘ e e gl
Frincipal the above mentioned day before this Triounal, the| | ' W oo o) syubmission - e\?enif and Selective Announcement System (PA| | :%1,94,500/-. op-Housing Society Plot-GH9, Donp H iyt o ety B

case will be heard and decided in your absence.
Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this
19th March of 2022 L.

By Order of this Tribunal

For Registrar

| IMPORTANT" |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in

Sect.56,Gurgaon-122011,have
changed my name to Narinder
Lalwani. 0040607910-5

1,Bobby Nathel S/o-Nathel D.
Culas R/0-3/44A Shanti
Niketan, New Delhi-110021
changed my name to Bobby
Nathel Culas for all purposes.

0040607875-1

1, Shivesh Kumar Dwivedi S/o
Shrikant Dwivedi R/o Plot
No.46, First Floor, Ramprastha
Greens, Pocket-1, sec-7,
vaishali Ghaziabad, U.P.-
201010. have changed my
Daughter name from Pragya
Dwivedi to Siddhi Dwivedi for
All future purposes.

0040607874-1

I, Harikishan Bansal,S/o Kartar
Singh, R/0-314, 0, Ghitora,
Bhagpat, Uttar Pradesh-
250101, have changed my
name to Harikishan
permanently. 0040607912-9

oyt nmrd s e LK days o
B gl a1 o

Dot A T o et

Mwrass Pl D 1050001

System) at Trainset Depot, Shakurbasti,
New Delhi. 2. Open E-Tender No.: WP/S&T
[Trainset Depot-SSB 3. Approximate cost
of the work: Rs. 2,24,39,311.92 4. Date
and time of closing of Tender: 27.04.2022
at 12.30 hrs. 5. Website particulars and
notice board location where complete
details of tender can be seen and
downloaded: Tender can be only
downloaded and bidded from IREPS
website https://lwww.ireps.gov.in For any

2. Tender No. 45-DDU-DEN-HQ-21-22,
Name of work with its location :
Improvement/Renovation of Kucha drain by
RCC cover drain etc. at Roza, Station,
Central and New Central Colony etc. at DDU
under ADEN/HQ/DDU. Approx. cost of the
work : ¥1,49,00,445.81, Earnest Money :
32,24,500/-.

3. Tender No. 46-DDU-DEN-HQ-21-22,
Name of work with its location : Provision of
store for storage of various items of freight in
WCC at DDU and Rebuilding of Air Brake
section along with Brake Cylinder and Angle
Cock section in WCC at DDU under ADEN/
HQ/DDU. Approx. cost of the work :
381,40,131.36, Earnest Money : %1,62,800/-
4. Closing Date & time for submission of e-
tender : 19.04.2022, Up-to 12:00 hrs.
5. Website particulars of e-tendering :
www.ireps.gov.in

itis on firm's letter pad or received in time will
notbe accepted.

The above e-tender document alongwith
full information is available on website
www.ireps.gov.in

Note: In case of any discrepancies found in
tender notice, English version will be final.
Tenderers are requested to visit website
https://www.ireps.gov.in atleast 15 days
before last date of closing, for latest
corrigendum/corrections etc in connection| | otherinformation please contact office ony
with this e-tender. CAOCon/South CEE/WP, O/o CAO/WP, Chamber Bhawan,

East CntralRailvay KX/ Patna | | 5" floor, J.C. Road Patna-800001. cccoo

PRI01904/CONS/ENGGIT/21-22/40 PRI01902WPO/STITI21-22/40 For CAOIWPIPatna

& GUJARAT METRO RAIL
> CORPORATION (GMRC) LIMITED

(SPV of Govt. of India and Govt. of Gujarat)
Block No.1, First Floor, Karmayogi Bhavan, Sector 10/A,
tiuell A2l Gandhinagar: 382010, Gujarat. (CIN): U60200GJ2010SGC059407

TENDER NOTIFICATION NO: GMRC/RS MAINTENANCE SERVICES/PH-1/2022
Date : 28.03.2022

E-Tenders are invited from reputed and experienced Contractors for

the following tender :

Tender Name
Tender for providing maintenance services of INR
Rolling Stock for GMRC, Phase-1. 25,000/

Interested bidders are requested to visit https://gmre.nprocure.com
for eligibility criteria, applying/ downloading the tender document.
Last date and time for Bid Submissions is 15:00 Hrs on
07.05.2022.

Any alterations in Eligibility Criteria cum Qualification Requirements,
and terms of the Tender Document, or any amendment to the Tender
Document, etc, will be uploaded on https://gmrc.nprocure.com and
GMRC's Website www.gujaratmetrorail.com without any obligation

or press notification or other proclamation. Sd/-
Managing Director,
GMRC, Gandhinagar

ing

Tender Fees

Divisional Railway Manager/
ECR/Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
PR/01893/DDU/Engg./T/21-22/52

NETAJI SUBHAS UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY

A STATE UNIVERSITY OF GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI
(FORMERLY NETAJI SUBHAS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY)
AZAD HIND FAUJ MARG, SECTOR-3, DWARKA, NEW DELHI-110078
Phone no. 011-25099290 Website: www.nsut.ac.in

NOTICE FOR M. TECH. ADMISSIONS 2022-23

Netaji Subhas University of Technology (NSUT), New Delhi has been established as State University by
Government of NCT of Delhi, and is regarded as one of the premier Technical Universities of India. NSUT was
upgraded from Netaji Subhas Institute of Technology (NSIT) in 2018, tracing back 39 years of glorious history

| Sarabjit Singh, Sarabjeet
Singh S/o Sucha Singh R/o0 B-
177, Mansarover Garden, New
Delhi-110015 have changed my
name to Sarabjeet Singh
Sandhu 0040607877-1

I Mithilesh Kumar Sinha S/0,
Prabhu Dayal R/0 T566/t, Gali

0120-6651214

§ For All Advertisement Book

any manner whatsoever. of nurturing some of the finest minds in the country. NSUT offers admissions in UG / PG Courses. Applications No2, Ballee_'&- Nagar, Patel
are invited from eligible candidates for admission to the following M. Tech. Programmes 2022-23. Nagar Delhi-110008 have
Name of the Department Name of the Master Programme [Number| Max. Number of changed my name to Mithlesh
i; f Fl Py (M.Tech.) of seats | GATE scholarships Sinhafor all purposes.
) Electronics & Communication Signal Processing* 30 30 0040607878-1
E‘Ta; TIATET -q-r[-\a-a,ﬂ-' QTue m -Fa-a;r m Engg. Embedded Systems & VLSI* 30 30
(@'FT,) Communication Networks* 30 30 I SNEH PREETI SHARMA W/o L
//NOTICE INVITING TENDER// Visia 3 3 SOHANLAL SHARMA R/0 Flat
TR USTEA YOS 3idiid Suges il H Usiihd Sohari ¥ frfoiad & &g ot Sio ud sl fiem 99 (5o Sied iz Digital Communications @ 30 30 no338,l&t society, shree aKvas —
3idid) SH@RET (Online) fifaer mifia =t S &1 Information Technology Mobile Communication & Network| 30 30 apartment, sec 18, Dwarka ==
Sr. | Tender No. Last Date Name of Work P.A.C. Technology* 110075 have changed my name
No.| (System No.) (Bid Due Date) (Rs. In Lakh) Computer Science & Enge. Computer Science & Engineering* 30 30 to SNEH PREETI m
& Date — _ Information Security @ 30 30 0040607904-1
1 188(95703) 04.04.2022 Constt of O.H.T., Pipeline work, Instt. of Submersible | 272.83 Artificial Intelligencem @ 30 30
Date 11.03.2022 Pump Providing of FHTC etc. At Village SARGANWA S _ — oo I Aleem Ahmed Syed S/0 Syed
Block- AMBIKAPUR, Under JIM. Biological Sciences & Engg. Bioinformatics 18 09 Anjum Ahmed R/0 3081, Kucha
2 | 189(95798) 04.04.2022 Constt of O.H.T., Pipeline work, Instt. of Submersible |160.33 Biochemical Engg” 18 18 Pandit, Lal Kuan, Delhi-6, Have
Date 11.03.2022 Pump Providing of FHTC etc. At Village SOHGA Block- Instrumentation & Control Engg. |Industrial Electronics* 18 18 Changed My Name To “Syed
AMBIKAPUR, Under JJM. Electrical Engg. Electrical Engg* 30 30 Aleem Ahmed” Vide Affidavit
3 190(95768) 04.04.2022 Constt of O.H.T., Pipeline work, Instt. of Submersible | 136.61 Mechanical Engg. Mechanical Engg.* 30 30 IN-DL24057869958570S At Delhi
Date 11.03.2022 Pump Providing of FHTC etc. At Village KRISHNAPUR & CAD/CAM* 18 09 00501943891
MUDHESA Block- AMBIKAPUR, Under JIM. . Civil Engineering Environmental Engineering$ 12 12 .
4 191(95790) 04.04.2022 Constt of O.H.T., Pipeline work, Instt. of Submersible | 73.95 . I Krishna Kumar Erekath S/o
Date 11.03.2022 Pump Providing of FHTC etc. At Village PASENA Block- *-NSUT Main Campus, @ - NSUT East Campus, $ - NSUT West Campus
LUNDRA, Under JIM. AICTE scholarships of Rs. 12,400/- per month are awarded to valid GATE score holders. For non-GATE UNNIKRISHNAN R/0 13065, 13th
5 182(95854) 04.04.2022 Constt of O.H.T., Pipeline work, Instt. of Submersible | 114.32 scholars, University provides assistantship of Rs. 7500/- per month under UTA scheme to some floor, Block Salwood,
Date 11.03.2022 Pump Providing of FHTC etc. At Village AMADI Block- candidates having very good ic record cc itly in the University. Mahagun Mywoods, Greater
LUNDRA, Under JJM. For Eligibility, Seat Matrix, Reservation, Admission Procedure and Counseling Schedule, please refer the Noida West, Uttar Pradesh
M. Tech. Admission Brochure 2022 on the website. The candidates are advised to check the website
SR fmfor FwrEf F1 ffFerT (Online Tender) TUer ST Fi ST &1 eieR T U o1 ST E-HeiRiie e 9w http://www.nsut.ac.in, https://www.imsnsit.org/imsnsit/nsit_admissions.htm -> PG Admissions regularly fg]k?’pgesn?\]vAeéSﬁﬂnAg;d myname
(https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ) T & T Feheit 2l =T/ for all further updates.
wrfures s Application Processing fee (non-Refundable): Rs. 1500/~ (Rs. One Thousand Five Hundred only) 00406078841 ‘@I I""[
69001 Frem AT FitE s, FrftereRTIT Opening of the Website: 29.03.2022 Last Date of Online Application: 10.05.2022
DIP/Shabdarth/0754/21-22
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SPORT

PLAYING TONIGHT

Indian Premier League

Gujarat Titans vs Lucknow Super Giants, 730pm,
Live on Star Sports Network

After coming close to finish line, India overstep It should be the end of the
road for Mithali & Jhulan

PRATYUSHRAJ
MARCH 27

A NO-BALL in the final over of the match
made all the difference in a thriller as India
crashed out of the ICC Women’s World Cup
with alast-ball three-wicket defeat to South
Africa in Christchurch on Sunday.

Chasing 275 for victory, South Africa
needed three runs off two balls with Mignon
du Preez (51) on strike. It was their game to
lose. But off-spinner Deepti Sharma had du
Preez hole out to Harmanpreet Kaur at long-
on. That would have meant three needed off
the last ball with two tail-end batters at the
crease, making India the favourites to seal
the win and a semifinal spot.

But while they were celebrating, a no-ball
check found that Deepti had overstepped by
the slenderest of margins. Not only was Du
Preez recalled, South Africa got an extra ball
- that too a free hit - and got home.

India can blame misfortune for their
ouster, but they also contributed to their own
downfall. Dropped catches, poor ground
fielding, uninspiring captaincy, and some
clueless bowling towards the end meant last
edition’s losing finalists ended their cam-
paign at the Hagley Oval. That experienced
pacer Jhulan Goswami didn’t play due to a
side strain may have made a bit of difference
to the outcome.

Valiant Harmanpreet
Harmanpreet, atleast, didn’t deserve tobe

on the losing side. The India vice-captain

scored a 57-ball 48 and provided India with

— BRIEFLY ——

West Indies crush
England to win series

St. George's: West Indies crushed
England by 10 wickets in the third and
final cricket test on Sunday to win the
series 1-0. The hosts needed only 4.5
overs on Day 4 to reach the winning
target in Grenada. West Indies fin-
ished on 28-0 in the second innings
after earlier dismissing England for
120. West Indies captain Kraigg
Brathwaite was 20 not out and John
Campbell undefeated on 6. West
Indies enjoyed its first test series win
at home since 2019. That was when
England last visited.

BRIEF SCORES: England 204 and 120
(Mayers 5/18) lost to West Indies 297
and 28 for 0 (Brathwaite 20*) beat by
ten wickets

Boxer Jangrawins
third pro bout

New Delhi: Indian boxer Mandeep
Jangrawon his third professional bout
by clinching a Technical Knockout
(TKO) against local Brandon Sandoval
inPlant City, Florida. The 2014 Glasgow
Commonwealth Games silver medal-
list Jangra, who had turned profes-
sional in March last year, prevailed by
TKOin the lightweight (61kg) category.
Jangra, who is a silver medallist from
the 2013 Asian Championship, domi-
nated the bout with poise and effective
punching. After the first round, a mi-
nor dust-up occurred with Sandoval
landing a flush shot after the bell rang.
Jangra used his size, reach, and speed
advantage to control the contest.
Sandovalretired on the stool before the
bell rang for the fourth round.

Rawat, Gawate win

Delhimarathon

New Delhi: Rio Olympian Nitendra
Singh Rawat and Jyoti Gawate
clinched the men's and women's
crowns in the New Delhi Marathon on
Sunday. Six men elite runners crossed
the entry standard prescribed by the
Athletics Federation of India for the
Commonwealth Games and Asian
Games later this year. Rawat led the
men's race on a hot morning, winning
the full marathon title with an im-
pressive timing of 2:16.05. Gawate’s
timing of 3:01.20 was, however, be-
low the AFl entry standard for the two
multi-sport events later this year.

Verstappen wins
Saudi ArabianGP

Jeddah: Formula one champion Max
Verstappen swept past Ferrari rival
Charles Leclerc four laps from the fin-
ish to take his first win of the season at
Sunday's Saudi Arabian Grand Prix.
The Dutchman, who had started
fourth, crossed the line just half a sec-
ond ahead of Leclerc, who keeps the
championship lead, having led a
Ferrari one-two in last week's season-
opening Bahrain Grand Prix. Spaniard
Carlos Sainz was third for the Italian
team. The win was the 21st of
Verstappen's career and handed him
his first points of the year after Red
Bull's double retirement in Bahrain.
PTI,AP & REUTERS

the much-needed breakthrough with the
wicket of the tournament’s leading run-scorer
Laura Wolvaardt (80 off 49 balls; 11x4s).
Thereafter, she trapped South African skipper
Sune Luus (22 off 27 balls; 1x4). Not to forget
the three run-outs she was responsible for.
Her pinpoint throw caught Lizelle Lee (6) short
of the crease to provide India their first wicket.

When du Preez (52 not out off 63 balls;
2x4s) and Marizanne Kapp (32 off 30 balls;
3x4s) were involved in a 47-run stand for the
fifth wicket, it was Harmanpreet’s underarm
throw to wicketkeeper Richa Ghosh'’s gloves
that caught Kapp short. Du Preez was given a
reprieve in the 44th over, withMandhana drop-
ping a regulation catch in the deep but India
made up foritby running her out twoballs later.

Needing 45 off 30, the tide shifted in
South Africa’s favour in the next two overs,
with Chloe Tryon and Du Preez finding five
boundaries to bring the required run rate
down to almost a-run-a-ball. Rajeshwari
Gayakwad struck with the final ball of the
46th over, taking a simple return catch off
Tryon’s leading edge.

With 14 needed off two overs, South
Africa decided to avoid risks in Gayakwad’s
final over, playing the field to take seven runs.
Du Preez got to her fifty in the final over, but
Trisha Chetty was run out on the same ball
when they tried to steal a brace.

Last-over drama

It all came down to the 100th over of the
game. Du Preez’s attempted big shot could-
n't clear the boundary, only for the delivery
to be adjudged a no-ball on replay.

With two needed from the last two balls,

SA’s Mignon du Preez celebrates after
scoring the winning runs. ICG/Twitter

the South Africans avoided any more risks
and eliminated India from the World Cup,
taking West Indies into the final four.

Sanjay Manrekar, on-air, said, “Shafali
Verma is a rare gift to Indian women'’s cricket.
And the team management must take great
care of her.” The Indian opener had made her
intentions clear very early. She took on
Shabnim Ismail, the quickest bowler of the
tournament, and hit her for a hat-trick of
boundaries. Luus had to remove her trump
card from the attack after she conceded 31 runs
in her first three overs. However, the experi-
enced bowler made a fiery comeback with fig-
ures of 7-1-11-2 in her subsequent spells.

Shafali (53 off 46 balls; 8x4s) was run out
in the 15th over after a bizarre mix-up with
opening partner Smriti Mandhana, sacrific-
ing her wicket for the senior player.

Yastika Bhatia (2) followed shortly after

to Chloe Tryon (1/24) as India were reduced
t096/2. Smriti and skipper Mithali Raj looked
assured at the crease before a moment of
brilliance on the field ended the 78-run
stand. Smriti tried to clear the in-field, buta
stunning catch by Tryon diving to her wrong
side ended her innings on 71.

Afterafew quiet overs, Mithali started to
take the attack to the bowlers and got to her
fifty in the 36th over. The onslaught contin-
ued before another good catch from Tryon
sent the skipper back.

South Africa managed to tie India down
at the start of the final 10 overs with a short-
ball ploy. Pooja Vastrakar was pushed up the
order, but the move didn’t work as she was
dismissed by Ismail’s slower ball.

Boundaries were hard to come by before
Harmanpreet finally found her timing in the
48th over with two consecutive fours to give
some impetus to the innings. The South
Africans again pulled it back in the final two
overs with the wickets of Richa Ghosh and
Kaur to restrict India to 274/7.

Semi-final line-up

West Indies will lock horns with till-now
unbeaten Australia in Wellington in the first
semi-final on Thursday, while South Africa
will be up against defending champions
England in Christchurch on Thursday.

BRIEF SCORES: India 274/7 in 50 overs
(Smriti Mandhana 71, Shafali Verma 53,
Mithali Raj 68, Harmanpreet Kaur 48;
Shabnim Ismail 2/42) lost to South Africa
275/7 in 50 overs (Laura Wolvaardt 80, Lara
Goodall 49, Mignon du Preez 52 not out;
Harmanpreet Kaur 2/42) by three wickets

No total too big for Kings

Firepower throughout the order gets the job done for Punjab against RCB

SYNOPSIS: Punjab’s resolve trumps
Bangalore’s classy partnership. Chahar
makes a good start

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY
MARCH 27

ANUJ RAWAT dropped the catch and the
match. He had it covered at deep extra cover,
as Odean Smith mistimed a swat off Harshal
Patel. But the ball popped out. Smith went on
to score amatch-winning 25 not out off eight
balls. Just about 10 minutes earlier, Rawat had
taken a blinder to dismiss Liam Livingstone
but squandered an easier opportunity. Cricket
can be cruel at times. Given that Smith and
Shahrukh Khan were Punjab Kings’ last big-
hitting pair, the former’s wicket in the 17th
over probably would have sealed the deal for
Royal Challengers Bangalore. They lost the
game instead, failing to defend 205.

Punjab’s resolve

When Mohammed Siraj dismissed the
dangerous-looking Bhanuka Rajapaksa (43,22
balls)and broke into a ‘Siuuu’, and trapped U-
19 World Cup final hero Raj Bawa leg-before
next ball, it felt like it was RCB’s game to lose.
Livingstone, for whom Punjab had broken the
bank at the auction, was still at the crease, as
was Shahrukh. But Punjab were up against
scoreboard pressure. Livingstone’s dismissal
notwithstanding, they refused to throw in the
towel. From a gung-ho 71-run opening part-
nership between Mayank Agarwal and
Shikhar Dhawan to Rajapaksa’s middle-overs
pyrotechnics and cool finishing from Shahrukh
and Smith, Punjab’s resolve shone through,
which trumped a classy RCB partnership be-
tween Faf du Plessis and Virat Kohli. Punjab
won by five wickets with six balls remaining.

Classy partnership

The scoreboard says du Plessis made a 57-
ball 88, including three fours and seven sixes.
It says Dinesh Karthik’s 14-ball 32 not out
took RCB past 200. Somewhere in between,
it puts Virat Kohli’'s numbers - 41 not out off
29 deliveries, with a four and a couple of
sixes. The RCB innings, though, presented a
case for looking beyond the hard numbers.

Without Kohli, the unshackling of du
Plessis probably wouldn’t have happened.
Without the 118-run (61 balls) second-
wicket partnership between the two, Karthik
wouldn’t have had the platform for his merry
hitting at the death. Du Plessis’ contribution
in the partnership was 75 runs, a direct re-
sult of the ex-skipper taking the pressure off
his successor and helping him flourish.

Du Plessis was batting on 13 off 22 balls
when Kohli joined him at the crease. After
seven overs, RCB were 50/1. The South African
had had areprieve on seven, Shahrukh drop-
ping him at mid-wicket off Smith. He was
struggling to find the boundaries, while Rahul
Chahar was getting into the groove. The leg-
spinner was unlucky not to castle du Plessis,
asadipperevaded an attempted slog-sweep
and missed the bails by a whisker.

Getting bogged down against spinners has
been Kohli’s recent batting problem in shorter
formats. Last year, his strike rate against spin
inthe IPLwasbelow 108.But here, he took the
attack to the opposition, dancing down the
track to Harpreet Brar and clearing the long-on
boundary. Kohli didn’t want the young spin-
ner to carry the confidence of a dot ball that
preceded the six. However, big hitting wasn’t

Punjab’s Odean Smith (L) and Shahrukh Khan celebrate after the win. Sportzpics/IPL

Mumbai: Axar Patel and Lalit Yadav re-
vived the chase and steered Delhi Capitals
home with an unbroken 75-run seventh-
wicket stand after Ishan Kishan’s 81 had
taken Mumbai Indians to 177 for 5.

From responding with ‘Mumbai
jeetega’ (Mumbai will win) whenever the
announcer exhorted them over the course
of the afternoon, the Brabourne crowd was
forced to admit ‘Dilli jeetega’ (Delhi will
win)in the dyingmoments of the chase. At
104 for 6 in the 14th over in pursuit of 178,
asense of inevitability had descended over
proceedings but DChad adeep battingline-
up, with Kamlesh Nagarkoti slotted at No 9.
Tohis credit, Lalit had kept the match from
totally slipping out of DC’s grasp with the
odd boundary, and Shardul Thakur played
his part with some furious swishing.

But the game-changer was Axar’s un-
beaten 38 off 17. The first sign of his
lovely touch was when, with 56 needed
off the last five, he calmly lifted Jasprit
Bumrah over long-on. Short straight
boundary or whatever, that takes some
doing on any ground. What zone Axar
was in became clearer when the ball af-

Axar, Lalit star as Delhi stun Mumbai

ter being dropped off Basil Thampi at
long-on, he lofted the same bowler past
the same fielder Tim David for a bound-
ary. Ml tried denying him the pace and
the fuller length, so he swatted Daniel
Sams over deep backward square leg for
six. Hitting is an under-rated aspect of
Axar’s game, what with the white-ball
run denial and the red-ball wicket del-
uge taking away most of the attention.
Axar would sometimes be caught out
of position against the pacy fuller ones
but he said that he has been working on
holding his shape while going for the hits
and also trying to react to the ball. “When
you see you have to get so many runs and
only so many balls are left, you can start
thinking that I should loft the ball there,
orthatIcan hit the sweep. ButIkeep talk-
ing to (coach) Ricky (Ponting) and I have
worked on staying in the moment, about
seeing the ball and hitting the ball.”
BRIEF SCORES: MI 177/5in 20 overs
(Kishan 81", Rohit 41; Kuldeep 3/18) lost
to DC 179/6 in 18.2 overs (Lalit 48*, Axar
38*; Thampi 3/35)) by 4 wickets
ABHISHEK PUROHIT

his go-to approach. The big outfield at DY Patil
Stadium allowed the batsmen to run twos and
Kohli pushed his partner to convertalot of sin-
glesinto braces. After arelatively subdued pe-
riod with the Indian team, he also got his ex-
pressions back.

When duPlessis made room and freed his
arms to hit Livingstone for a six over long-on,
Kohli punched the air. The shot unfettered the
new captain, who laid into Smith in the next
over, collecting a four and back-to-back sixes
off the fast bowler. Kohli, the leading man in
the partnership until then, readily decided to
play second fiddle. Despite his superstar sta-
tus, he has always been a great team player.

The classy duo never looked back, du
Plessis steadily upping the ante and his part-
ner playing around him. It was partnership-
batting at its best. Finally, when Shahrukh
somewhat atoned his earlier mistake with a
fine diving catch to dismiss du Plessis off
Arshdeep Singh’s bowling, RCB were in total
control. Karthik's 360-degree batting provided
further embellishment. But the way the game
panned out, they still didn’'t have enough.

Good start for Chahar

With the second wrist-spinner’s slot still
vacant in the Indian team for the T20 World
Cupin Australia later this year, this IPLis the
testing ground for the aspirants. Chahar
made an impressive start. On a placid pitch,
he varied his pace to good effect and re-
turned with 1/22 from four overs. A new ac-
quisition for Punjab, Chahar cleaned up
Rawat in his first over, the ball dipping and
skidding off the pitch. He teased du Plessis,
while Kohli never tried to force the pace
against him. Punjab captain Agarwal gave
the leggie a three-over spell upfront, and
when he came back in the 15th over, Chahar
conceded only six runs.

He didn’t have much support, but Chahar
would be happy with a good start,a day before
his direct rival for a spot in the Indian team, Ravi
Bishnoi, turns up for Lucknow Super Giants.

BRIEF SCORES: RCB 205/2 in 20 overs
(duPlessis 88, Kohli 41 not out, Karthik 32 not
out; Chahar 1/22) lost to PBKS 208/5 in 19
overs (Dhawan 43, Rajapaksa 43; Siraj 2/59)
by five wickets

DIANAEDULJI

DESPITE THE girls failing to make the semifi-
nals of the Women'’s World Cup, I'm happy
with the way we played. In
hindsight, it was our game if
it wasn’t for the no-ball in
the last over. We had man-
aged to get the batter who
was playing on 50. I would
have loved to see more re-
plays of that no-ball. It was
not clearand I didn’t see the foot touching the
ground. It could have been shown from more
angles, I wasn’t convinced with the decision.

A few overs here and there were expen-
sive and while batting too, I felt we were 25
runs short. At the 40th over, we were well
placed to cross 300. We managed to get only
one run in the 41st over. Finishing should
have been much better.

Missing Jhulan (Goswami) did make a dif-
ference as it was a big game. But I think it's
definitely time to look to the future. There are
juniors waiting in the wings and it’s time we
play them. At the same time, it'’s important
who captains the Indian team now. It's Harry
(Harmanpreet Kaur) or Smriti (Mandhana).

[ think it should be the end of the glori-
ous careers of two Indian cricketers - Mithali
Raj and Jhulan Goswami. Jhulan had already
expressed that this will be her last World
Cup. You can’t block two places in the XI, but
you also can’t put two inexperienced play-
ersinacrucial game.

It's high time we groom younger players. [
feelit should be the end of the road (for Mithali
andJhulan). We say ‘thankyou’ to them for the
glorious efforts they gave for Indian women'’s
cricket. Every journey has to end somewhere
and their destination has arrived. It's time
Shafali (Verma) and others are groomed.

Give the juniors a long run and have more
India A and India under-19 women'’s tours and
series. It will build your bench strength. For that,
NCA (National Cricket Academy) has to play a
biggerrole. Like they did for men’s cricket, pro-
viding new players whenever the teamneeded.

We need good coaching staff. I'm not sure
who is our bowling coach or fielding coach. I
feel we need more experience in that line-up.
Ramesh (Powar)is there as head coach but we
need a good permanent hard trainer under
them. Someone who can push the players and
take them out of their comfort zone. Especially
with regards to fitness and during fielding.
Every time, we cannot fumble the ball. Yes, dew
is there and dew will be there going ahead too.
It affected this game too but we need practice
with a wet ball. We can't complain about dew.
There should be alittle more seriousnessin the
women'’s game. The BCCI has a lot of money
and they want to spend more on the women's
game too. We heard that a women'’s IPL s go-
ing to come up next year and my suggestion is
to take the tournament to Tier-Il cities.

Bring more foreign players so that we have
more competition. The BCCIwill have to play a
big marketingrole inlifting the women’s game.

Diana Edulji is a former India captain.
She spoke to Devendra Pandey.

EMOTIONAL
ROLLERCOASTER

The usually-restrained Kuldeep Yadav
let out aripping roar after he dismissed
Rohit Sharma. The ball was far from
spectacular—unlike the many gems he
has produced (Babar Azam in World
Cupforone). The ball was on the shorter
side, one Sharmawould usually ferry to
the roof of the Brabourne Stadium. But
it came slower, as if dulled by the pitch,
did not turn as much as Sharma had
judged and seemed to stop at him a bit,
denying Sharma off any power. Then,
it's not about how Sharma missed
(rarely ever)a pull shot, but how Yadav
celebrated and what the wicket might
have meant for him. He stood in the
scream-roar pose for afew seconds, be-
fore he began punching and swiping the
airand was soon swarmed by his team-
mates. Not just that he had provided his
team an early breakthrough, but was a
release of all the angst that had piled up
in him in the last 15 months. From
India’s No 1 bowler in overseas Test
matches, he had slipped into

Pundit to finisher

A few months back
during India's tour to
England, Dinesh
Karthik, with notes in
his hands, made Virat
Kohli sit on the
Nottingham turf for a
long, insightful inter-
view. It wasn'taHard Talk like grilling but
Karthik did ask tough questions to the
then skipper. Making his debut as a Sky
Sports pundit, Karthik won English
hearts as much for his TMS-like serious-
casual tone as for his outrageously floral
shirts. He was the 'Find of the tour".
Having made the successful switch, you
thought the one-time India keeper
wouldn't be seen behind the stumps
ever. The assumption proved wrong. His
14-ball 32 in the final three overs for RCB
was the cherry on the cake that the old
and new skipper — Kohli and Faf du
Plessis — had diligently baked. Every time
Karthik sent the ball soaring — he hit
three sixes — Kohli would smile, applaud
and later put his arm around him and
walk him to the dressing room. RCB had
a finisher, Karthik was the man. From
asking questions, the pundit was provid-
ing answers.

After their very first power play of the IPL 15,
Delhi Capitals might be having second
thoughts about their auction pickings.
Mumbai Indians were 53/0 in 6 overs and
theiropeners Rohit SharmaandIshan Kishan
were barely beaten by the DC bowlers. The
track was flat, there was nothing for pacers
butstill the DC decision-makers might be re-
visiting their pre-season selection decision.
They had spent close toRs 17 crore tosign up
Shardul Thakur, Khaleel Ahmed and
Kamlesh Nagarkoti and the first power-play
returnof investment wasn't great. For about
a crore less, Mumbai Indians had snapped
upIshanKishan and the young opener had-
n'tdisappointed them.

Hot heads, calm minds and everything in between at the game

The Yadav roar

DC’s second thoughts

Kuldeep Yadav took three wickets.

anonymity, an afterthought for his ex-
franchisee KKR and the second-choice
for his domestic side (Uttar Pradesh).
His control had gone off-kilter, his vari-
ations had dwindled, his morale
seemed puncture. But the redeeming
moment perhaps came when he
nabbed Sharma’s wicket. The one con-
fidence-shot he might have been des-
perately searching for. And he let the
world know how it meant to him.

Quick-spin Murugan

Murugan  Ashwin
managed to get three
games last year with
Punjab Kings. He
picked up justawicket
and leaked nearly nine
runs an over. But he
didn’t sulk; rather he
utilised the time mining tips from Anil
Kumble, who advised him to focus on
googlies and accuracy. “He alsowanted me
to bowl closer to the stumps and concen-
trate on more over-spin,” he had said ina
PunjabKings video. Ashwin, for most part
of his career, would strive for precocious
side-spin both ways and used to give lav-
ish flight. But the 2022 version is differ-
ent—he doesn’t turn the ball as much,
bowls flatter, the turnis subtler, but he pur-
chases more bounce and is far more accu-
rate than he ever had been. The wicket of
Seifert was peak-Kumble double-bluff. He
set him up with a pair of leg-breaks, turn-
ing just a shade and bouncing quite gen-
erously from a spinner’s good length. He
thus pushed him to the back-foot, made
before he slipped inabrisker, fuller googly
thatburst through the gap between his bat
and pad to crashonto the stumps. Iniden-
tical fashion, he outfoxed Prithvi Shaw.
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Thippong rallies
to win maiden
Asian Tour title
in playoff

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MARCH 27

AMIDST A plethora of Indian names, previ-
ously-unheralded Thai Nitithorn Thippong
managed to capture the DGC Open, beating
Ajeetesh Sandhu in a playoff at the Lodhi
Course on Sunday.

Thippong led by two shots going into the
final round, but a topsy-turvy day saw him
trailing by two with two to play. A double bo-
gey on the par-three 17th hole brought Sandhu
back level with Thippong. The two could not
be separated on the 72nd hole after making
birdies, before the 25-year-old from Bangkok
wentahead and took his first Asian Tour title in
the playoff.

Thippong reached the green on the par-five
18th hole in two shots and had a 15-foot eagle
putt. “Italked to my caddy. I just wanted tolay
upand he said ‘just go for it, no problem’. He is
my friend’s father and has caddied for me since
2015”

The three-wood he hit to perfection was
what eventually won Thippong the trophy.

Sandhu, on the other hand, didn’t have
things going his way on the extra hole.

“Thitagood drive whichlanded on the fair-
way and just took off to the right. So, I got a lit-
tle unlucky there. I then chipped out witha 7-
iron and followed that up with a gap wedge. I
felt the wind held up the third shot a little bit
leaving me a tricky 15-feet birdie putt,” Sandhu
reflected.

He missed the first putt,and Thippong had
two putts to take the first prize cheque of
US$90,000. It was a triumph of his never-say-
die spirit. He was leading by two shots going
into the back nine before bogeys on 10th, 14th
and 16th holes handed the advantage to
Sandhu.

The Indian looked set for his second Asian
Tour title, after the 2017 Yeangder
Championship in Chinese Taipei, when he fal-
tered on the penultimate hole. Sandhu pushed
his tee shot to the right, losing his ball and mak-
ing adouble bogey. “I tried to hit a shot which
was not a high percentage one. I tried to move
itwith the wind to go into the flag but just did-
n't make a good swing,” he looked back.

Still, Thippong had to make a 10-foot birdie
putt on the 18th, with Sandhu much closer to
the hole, to force a playoff. The Thai carded a
final-round 73 while Sandhu had a 71, to be
tied at seven-under. It was a good week for the
Thai contingent with Settee Prakongvech fin-
ishing a shot short of the playoff. Danthai
Boonma set the course record for the reworked
layout with an eight-under par 64 on Sunday
that took him to a tied-10th finish.

Easy as Swiss cheese

Sindhu overpowers Busanan to bag another title at site of 2019 Worlds triumph

PV Sindhu now has eight Super 300 (or Level 4) titles from 23 outings.

Reuters

SHIVANINAIK
MARCH 27

SECOND-GAME blitzkriegs at St
Jakobshalle in Basel, Switzerland, are rou-
tine for PV Sindhu.

This time, the Indian shuttle star deci-
mated Thailand’s Busanan
Ongbamrungphan 21-16, 21-8 in the final
of the Swiss Open on Sunday to claim her
second Super 300 title of the year. She
erased the painful memories of her own
21-12,21-5 rout by Carolina Marin last year.
St Jakobshalle has been Sindhu’s stomping
ground ever since she won the World
Championships there in 2019, though this
was a vastly pared-down occasion and not
a Top-10 opponent.

Such bruising scorelines (Sindhu was
20-4 in the second game at one point) are
what the venue has been associated with
given the tall Indian’s 21-7 drubbing of op-
ponents in Basel three years ago in a field
lacking only Marin.

However, the 2022 Swiss Open was a
fourth-tier tournament (after Super 1000,
750 and 500s) and saw a commensurate
thinning of the field, with the World No. 7
Sindhu being the highest-ranked player in
the field, strolling past opponents. Busanan
was ranked No. 11. Sindhu improved her
head-to-head record against the Thai to a
staggering 16-1. Incidentally, she had
beaten Busanan 21-8, 21-7 at the German

Open, and boasts one of the most one-
sided results against the Thai retriever.

On the day, Sindhu started on an even
keel in the opener till 13-13, but knew she
had the menace to spook Busanan at any
point she wished to switch gears. Rallies
were mid-level long, and Sindhu was steady
in her retrievals for most part of the first
game, before going on the offensive to close
out with a whirlwind collecting of points.
She switched to attack at will against the
hapless opponent, and snuck up on her in
the short period of closing out the first.

The second game was absurdly one-
sided as Busanan was pulverised by
Sindhu’s power game, in what was remi-
niscent of Marin’s 21-5 mauling of her last
year. But like an ace athlete, Sindhu put
those demons to rest. Smashes rained
down on both flanks of Busanan as Sindhu
lunged for her low retrievals at the net be-
fore ending with shearing kills.

It was one-way traffic, with a sense of
inevitability when Sindhu reached 11-2. At
20-4, she took her foot off the pedal,
grabbed a breather and then put Busanan
out of her misery at 21-8.

Sindhu now has eight Super 300 (or
Level 4) titles from 23 outings in Macau,
Malaysia and Switzerland. Plus one of Level
3inIndia, two of Level 2 in Korea and China,
besides her Worlds title.

Sindhu, forever a big-stage player
renowned for challenging the best in the
top finals, has been focusing on the smaller

tournaments this season in search of titles,
and confidence.

Christie downs Prannoy easily

Indonesian Jonatan Christie completely
outplayed HS Prannoy in the men’s singles
final, with his pinpoint accuracy and con-
trolled error-free game to win 21-12, 21-
18. The Asian Games champ used deep
clears to Prannoy’s forehand back corner
to great effect, as the Indian was kept busy
at the backline and deprived of his own at-
tacking options at the front.

Christie also amped up the pace when
needed and had the better of the exchanges
in the forecourt when he varied the tempo,
even as Prannoy’s attack didn't yield
enough points to seriously put Christie un-
der the pump.

Lifts, tosses and clears helped Christie
pull away at 8-all in the final, his first title
clash in two-and-a-half years. Prannoy,
who made a final after five seasons, could-
n't really get going against the disarming
game of Christie, who doesn’t carry a ven-
omous weapon, but plays a technically
creaseless game in finals.

After 7-all, Prannoy caught up at 13-all
in the second game, but Christie pulled
away at will, this time in net charges from
the forecourt. Prannoy was a winner here
in 2016, but had to be content with a run-
ner-up finish this time, though he’s been
playing a much more compact game than
before.

287 days after collapsing on field,
Eriksen scores with first touch

Making his international comeback 287
days after he suffered a cardiac arrest
on the pitch, Denmark star Christian
Eriksen scored with his first touch dur-
ing a friendly match against the
Netherlands on Saturday.Eriksen was
introduced as a half-time substitute in
Amsterdam. And he made an impact
within two minutes by latching on to
Andreas Skov Olsen’s low cross inside
the box and curling a first-time shot
into the top left corner of the Dutch
goal. Eriksen was surrounded by his
teammates as he celebrated the goal
and received huge applause from a
packed stadium.

T

Denmark’s Christian Eriksen after the
friendly against the Netherlands. Reuters

The cardiac arrest

Nine months ago, a scene like this seemed
improbable. During Denmark's Euro 2020
game against Finland, the 30-year-old col-
lapsed on the pitch after suffering a cardiac
arrest. His heart had stopped beating and, as
per Denmark's team doctor Morten Boesen,
he “was gone”. Morten and his brother
Anders, also a doctor, rushed to treat Eriksen.
A defibrillator was produced quickly and to-
gether with the heart massage given by the
Boesen brothers, Eriksen was revived. After
spending several days at the hospital, Eriksen
was released and was fitted with an
Implantable Cardio Defibrillator (ICD).

Uncertain future

At this point, it seemed his football career
was over. Eriksen had told the
paramedics to keep his boots, saying he
'wouldn't need them,' according to an
ESPN report. This possibility looked
increasingly likely after Inter, the club
was played for back then, released himin
December 2021. Rules in Italy forbid
professional players to compete with an
ICD and with his options very limited, his
agent admitted it was tough to predict
Eriksen's future.

The comeback

However, in January, the Dane made a
remarkable comeback to football after he
was signed by Premier League side
Brentford. Eriksen said the ICD was just
for 'protection’ and felt safe to play
football again. "It is in because, if
anything would happen to me, there is
no need for a defibrillator because I will
have my own. It is really just extra
security. | am more protected here than
you guys," he said during his
presentation at Brentford. "And that is
how I feel. I feel very protected withit. I

feel normal. I don't feel it in any annoying
way. Only going through the airport, [
have to go around instead of going
through a scanner.” Even the club's
manager, Thomas Frank said there was
'zero chance' something should happen
to him. Eriksen played his first match
since the incident on February 26 against
Newecastle United and was welcomed
with rapturous applause.

Instant impact

Following his successful return to
football and after clocking sufficient
minutes, Eriksen was recalled to the
Denmark team last week for friendly
matches. His goal against the
Netherlands came in a losing cause, with
Denmark losing 4-2. But Eriksen looked
refreshingly good. Apart from scoring the
goal, he also hit the woodwork once.
Eriksen told Dutch TV that he was
'emotional’ to be back. “I was pleased to
show I can still play. It feels like I've never
been away from the team. It was a bit
emotional to be back in the national team
but I've hardly missed any games over
the last 10 years so I'm like part of the

family.” ENS
NETHERLANDS 4-2 DENMARK
Bergwijn 16’, 71’ Vertergaard 20’
Ake 29’ Eriksen 47’
Depay 37’ (P)
SPAIN 2-1 ALBANIA
Torres 75’ Uzuni 85’
Olmo 90’
GERMANY 2-0 ISRAEL
Havertz 36’
Werner 45+1’
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