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(CLASSIFIEDS 8 TENDERS

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,DHERMANDER F/O VIDHAAN
R/0-W-129,G/F GREATER
KAILASH PART-2 DELHI-110048,
HAVE CHANGED MY SON NAME
TO VIDHAN GARG.

0040607175-10

I,Kritika D/o Neeraj Vaid R/o-
C2/245 (SF), Janakpuri,New
Delhi-110058,have changed my
name to Kritika Vaid,for all
future purposes.

0040607145-2

I, Bhuvnesh Prasad, S/o Parshu
Ram, R/0 Hno.817/6 B Block,
Baba Colony, Burari, Delhi-
110084, have changed my name
to Bhuwanesh Prasad.

0070777737-1

I, Anshu Garg W/o Amit Garg
R/0-5/324, Gali.No-03, Mohalla
Sarai Shahdara, East Delhi-
110032, have changed my name
toAnshikaGarg 0040607145-3

I, Anjum,W/0 Sadruddin Saifi,
R/0-C-23 Sainik Enclave Vikas
Nagar,DK Mohan Garden Delhi,
have changed my nameto
Anjum Saifi,for all purpose

0040607177-6

I, AARTI, D/0 SUNDER SINGH,
H.NO.D-968, GALINO-2,
ISLAMABAD, SHAMSHABAD,
Palwal,121102,Haryana.
Changed my nameto ARTI.

0040607184-6

I, A. AliNizam, R/0 46, Park End
Main Vikas Mary, Delhi-110092,
have changed my minor
daughter’s name from Ansha
Nizamto Ansha.

0070777754-1

Ideclare that I sushil Kapoor
has changed my nameto
Sushil Kumar kapoorand |
assumed to be known as Sushil
Kumar kapoor resident, 4643
shora kothi, pahar ganj,new
delhi-55 0050194077-1

IShelja W/o Rahul dev Arora
R/0-C-81,mohan garden,Uttam
Nagar delhi have changed my
name to Shelja Arora

0040607145-1

linder Pal Singh S/0 Ajit Singh
Matharu R/0 E-29, Sham Nagar,
Vishnu Garden, New Delhi-
110018 have changed my name
to Inder Pal Singh Matharu

0040607154-1

I Deepika Devi w/0 Sanjay R/0,
13, Second Floor, Type-lIl, Block-
16, Model Town-IlI Delhi-9,in
husband passport no.T6067705,
my name wrongly written
Deepika Bohat correct name
Deepika Devi. 0040607127-1

I,SHOEB KHAN,S/O.FAIZAN
KHAN,R/0 C-50,F/F GALI.NO-7A
VIJAY MOHALLA MAUJPUR,
NORTH EAST DELHI-110053,
changed my name to SHUAIB
KHAN, permanently.

0040607177-1

ILRAJPAL SINGH CHAUHAN,
S/0.MOHAN LAL CHAUHAN,
H.NO.547,GALI NO-6,EKTA
VIHAR MEETHAPUR-
EXTENTION NEW DELHI-110044,
changed my name to RAJPAL
CHAUHAN, permanently.

0040607168-10

I,Megha,D/0 Sh.Mukesh
Gupta,R/0-7715,Dharampura
Lodge,Clock Tower,Subzi
Mandi, Delhi-110007,have
changed my name to Megha
Gupta for all future purpose.

0040607175-6

1, Raj Kumar Mishra R/o Deri
Maccha Near Air Force Station
Dadri Gautam Buddha Nagar,
up-203207 have changed my
minor son’s name from Shivam
Mishra/ to Aarav Mishra for all
purposes. 0040607155-1

I,hitherto known as Babita
Rani,D/0 Jaipal Singh,W/o
Satender Pal Singh,residing
at,5/950,Mohan Mikins
Society,Vasundhara,Ghaziaba
d,U.P.have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Babita Chaudhary.

0040607171-6

I,Vishal Chadar S/o Om Prakash
Chadhar R/0 B-144,).).Colony,
Sector-24,Rohini,Delhi-110085,
have changed my name from
Vishal Chadar to Vishal
Chadhar for all future-
purposes. 0040607171-7

I,VIKAS KUMAR,S/O KRIPA
SINDHU SHRIVASTAVA,R/O G-
3A,THIRD-FLOOR,\VIJAY CHOWK,
LAXMI-NAGAR, DELHI-110092.
INSOME DOCUMENTS MY
NAME IS WRITTEN AS VIKAS
SRIVASTAVAVIKAS KUMAR
SRIVASTAVA AND VIKAS
KUMAR.BUT MY ACTUAL &
CORRECT-NAME IS VIKAS
KUMAR,FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040607168-2

I,Shubham Biswas,S/0 Sushant
Biswas,R/0 Flat.N0.227, 1st
floor, residential floor, HL city,
sector-37,Bahadurgarh
Distt.Jhajjar Haryana-124507,
inform that my father-name
Sushant Biswas but my 10th &
12th marksheet my father’s
name mentions as Sushanta
Biswas,both are same person

0040607229-6

I,Hitherto known as Rajesh
Kumari Sharma,Wife of,Ajay
Kumar Sharma,Resident of,28-
C,Som-Bajar Chowk,New
Layalpur Ext,Krishna-Nagar,
Shahdara,Delhi-110051, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Anita
Sharma. 0040607171-4

I,Sahil Sonkar S/o-Mr.Tara
Chand R/0.C-510, Madipur
Colony, Paschim-Vihar,
Punjabi-Bagh, Delhi-110063
declares thatin my 10th class-
marksheet my nameis
wrongly-mentioned as Sahil.
The correct name is Sahil
Sonkar. 0040607152-1

I, Girdhar Raj, S/0 Badri Prashad
Rajora, R/0 GH-8/496, Paschim
Vihar, Delhi-110087, have
changed my name to Girdhar
RajRajora. 0070777771-1

I, SUNDERLAL,S/0 MATRU LAL,
H.NO.D-968, GALI.NO-2,
ISLAMABAD, SHAMSHABAD,
Palwal,121102, Haryana.
Changed my name to SUNDER
SINGH. 0040607184-5

I, Manoj Kaushik S/0O Late
Sh.Shobhi Ram Resident of
H.No0.1851, Sector 10 A, Dist.
Gurugram, Haryana 122001,
have changed my name from
Manoj Kaushik to Manoj
Kumar. 0040606814-4

l, Manju Kaushik D/O Late
Sh.Geeta Ram Resident of
H.N0.1851, Sector 10 A,
Dist.Gurugram, Haryana
122001, have changed my name
from Manju Kaushik to Manju
Bala. 004060814-5

I, Ruchi Kaushik W/o
Mohammad Farzeb Khan R/0
Raj Garden Marriage Hall,
Tikaet Rai Talab, Rajaji Puram,
Lucknow, U.P.-226017 have
changed my name to Falak
Khan. 0040606816-7

1,VIJAY KUMAR GUPTA,S/O HARI
RAM GUPTA, H.NO-41
RAJDHANI ENCLAVE DELHI
110034,have changed my name
to VIJAY GUPTA. Permanently.

0040607171-3

1,Sunit Kumar,S/o-Hari
Singh,R/0-Plot No-34,NCRB
Colony,vaishali,Sector-
9,Ghaziabad,U.P.-201010, have
changed the name of my son
(minor)from Dhanish to
Anirudh Verma for all future
purposes. 0040607177-3

1,Sunil Kumar,S/0 Jagdish
Prasad Resident-750, Second-
Floor, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar
Delhi-110009,have changed my
name to Sunil Babbar.

0040607168-3

1,Sunil Chauhan/Sunil Kumar
Chauhan S/o-Arjun Singh
Chauhan R/0.H.No.A-
13/1,Garima-Garden,PO-
Pasonda, Near-Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad,have changed my
name to Sunil Kumar.

0040607177-8

1,Sonia CHATURVEDI D/o-ANIL
DHIRAJ PATHAK R/0-379/380
gali peerpunch mathura-
281001,have changed my name
to Sonika Pathak.

0040607184-2

1,Sneh Lata W/O-Harbans Lal
Hasija R/0.H.No-D-91,3rd-Floor
D-block Green-Vally Apptt.,
Rohini,Delhi-110089,have
changed my name to Sneh Lata
Hasija. 0040607168-5

I,Shoukat Khan S/o,Raham Ali
R/0-H.N0.A-122/1,Shaheen
Bagh, Abulfazal Enclave-ll,
Jamia Nagar,0khla, N.Delhi-25
have changed my name to
Shaukat Ali. 0040607177-9

1,Shivani D/o Shailesh Kumar
Srivastava R/0-1871,
Gali.no.4,D-block,Shiv-colony,
PallaNo.1, Faridabad,Haryana-
121003,have changed my name
to Shivani Srivastava,
permanently. 0040607168-1

1,Shameem Ahmad,S/o Hasan
Mohamad R/0 VPO.Chahaka
(17),Mewat Nuh -122105,
(Haryana),have changed my
name to Shameem Ahmed,for
all Purposes. 0040607175-4

l,Sabiha Sultana w/o Anis
Ahmed Siddiqi, R/0-360,New
Ranjit-Nagar,New Delhi. After-
marriage,have changed my
name,from Sabiha Sultanato
SabihaSiddigi. = 0040607175-1

1,SUNIL VERMA,S/0 GULAB
CHAND VERMA R/0-102, NEW
RAJDHANI ENCLAVE, VIKAS
MARG,DELHI-92,have changed
my name to SUNIL KUMAR
VERMA. 0040607175-3

1,Rizwan S/o Mehboob Ali,R/o0 C-
196,J) J Colony,Wazirpur, Delhi-
110052,Have Changed My
Name to Rizwan Ali,for all
future purposes.

0040607175-9

l,Ram Ratan,S/o Ram
Prashad,R/0 E-36,UGF,
Mansarovar-Park,Shahdara,
Delhi-110032,have changed the
name of my minor son Kavyato
Keshav age about-11 years,for
all,future purposes.

0040607171-5

1,RUKSANA W/O AFTAB ALIR/O
A-509, J.J.COLONY, PHASE-II,
NANGLOI,DELHI-110041.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
RUKSANA BEGAM.

0040607225-2

I,Rahul Kanu S/0,Mahesh
Kumar Gupta R/0O, E-698,Shakur
Pur,Delhi-110034,have changed
my name to Rahul Kumar
Gupta. 0040607229-5

I,REKHA VERMA,W/0 DINESH
VERMA,R/0 C1A/51-A,
JANAKPURI, NEW DELHI-
110058,D0OB-02-11-1961,hereby
state that”DIVYA VERMA”and
“REKHA VERMA”are one and
same person. 0040607177-2

I,RK Grover S/o Swaraj Shah
Grover R/0 247-248, 2nd-
floor,Pocket-15, Sector-
24,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changed my name to Raj
Kumar Grover for all purposes.

0040607171-9

l,Prashant Kumar S/o Ashok
Kumar Shishodia R/0 1124,Ram
Vatika Dadri, Dadri, Gautam
budhnagar, have changed my
name to Prashant Kumar
Shishodia 0040607151-1

I, Priyanka Sachdeva D/o
Shri.Suresh Sachdeva R/o-
House.No.B-86C, Ground-
Floor,DLF, Sector-11,Faridabad,
have changed my name
Priyankato Priyanka
Sachdeva,for all future
purposes. 0040607145-4

I, ISHRAT BEGUM W/0 AMIR
AHMAD, H.NO-185,KHUSHAL
VIHAR,LONI DEHAT, U.P-
201102,have changed my name
to ISHRAT AMIR. Permanently.

0040607171-2

l,Kalawati W/O Chander Bhan
Gupta,R/0 T-510/C-35 Mandir-
Marg Baljeet-Nagar New-Delhi-
110008, have changed my name
to Kalawati Gupta,For All,
future purposes. 0040607168-7

I, Rajender Singh S/0 Jai Singh
R/0 F-2/5-6,Sector-11, Rohini,
Delhi-110085, have changed my
name to Rajender Dahiya.

0040607171-10

l,Jagdish Khilrani alias Jagdish
Kumar,S/o0-Shri Prem Chand,
R/0-A-106,Lok Vihar,
Pitampura,Delhi-34,declare
that my name is Jagdish Kumar
Khilrani,for all purposes.

0040607225-1

1,JASMINE KAUR/JASMIN
KHULLAR W/O- TARUN
KHULLAR,R/O F1/28A, M.1.G.
FLATS,HARI NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110064 have changed my
name to JASMINE.

0040607184-3

I,Mudit S/0 Harbans Lal Hasija
R/0.H.No-D-91, 3rd-Floor D-
block Green Vally Apptt.,
Rohini,Delhi-110089,have
changed my name to Mudit
Hasija. 0040607168-4

I,Mohammad Salim S/o0 Mr.
Asghar Ali R/0 of H.No N-18,
Jagat Ram Park, Laxmi Nagar
Delhi-92 have Changed my
name to Salim Saifi for all
purposes. 0040607129-1

I, MUKESH GOEL S/O SHYAM LAL
GOEL R/0 B-120A,2nd-FLOOR,
VIJAY-VIHAR PHASE-2,SECTOR-
4,ROHINI,DELHI-110085.
CHANGED MY NAME TO
MUKESH KUMAR GOEL.

0040607184-1

I,LAXMI NEGI,W/O.MAHENDER
CHAUHAN,ADD-A,29,G/F,
DUGGAL COLONY NEW DELHI
110062,changed my name to
NEHA CHAUHAN, permanently.

0040607229-4

I,Amit kumar s/o balkishan,
R/0.C-232, saikunj phase-3,new
palam-vihar Gurgaon, Haryana

-122017,Changed my Minor son
name,Yash to Yash chhikara.

0040607184-4

l,Harsina w/o Md.Kamal Sekh
alias Kamal Shekh R/0 B-734
Guatam Puri Phase 2 Badarpur
Delhi have changed my minor
daughter’s name from Saniya
Khatun to Sania Khatun for all
purposes 0040607125-1

I,DEEPAK KUMAR BHATI,S/0
JAGPAL SINGH,R/0 HOUSE.
NO.32, VILL&-POST BISRAKH,
JALALPUR, GREATER-NOIDA
WEST, GAUTAMBUDH NAGAR,
U.P.201306,Changed my name
to DEEPAK KUMAR BHATI
CHOTIWALA. 0040607184-10

I,Chandi Prasad Sharma S/o
Kedar Dutt R/0 K-36, Sector-12,
Noida G.B.Nagar(U.P) have
changed my name to Chandi
Prasad for all purposes.

0040607123-2

l,Chander Bhan,S/0O Late.Shiv
Shankar Gupta,R/0 T-510/C-35
Mandir-Marg Baljeet-Nagar
New-Delhi-110008, have
changed my name to Chander
Bhan Gupta,For All,future
purposes. 0040607168-8

1,Bittoo Singh,S/o0 Karnail
Singh,R/0 D-13 Vishnu-
Garden,Delhi,have changed
the name of my minor
daughter,from Harpreet Kaur
to Harleen Kaur born.on-
10.05.2014. 0040607171-1

I,Atul Mittal,S/o Mr.Gyan
Prakash Mittal R/o-Flat.No.
A4/2003,CLEO County,GH-5,
Sector-121,Noida,Gautam
Budh-Nagar, U.P.201301,have
changed my name,from Atul
Kumar Mittal to Atul Mittal,for
all future purposes.

0040607175-8

1,Asha W/o Shri.Ram Ratan R/o-
E-360, Kusumpur Pahari,Vasant
Vihar,New Delhi 110057,have
changed my name to Shanti Bai
forall future purpose.

0040607175-7

1,Arzoo Mahesh Bansal,W/0O-
Shri Prince Garg,R/0 C-9/109,
Sector-7,Rohini,Delhi-110085,
have changed my name to
Arzoo Garg. 0040607177-4

l,Anupriya Thakur,W/o Anish
Behl,R/0-House No.87,Uday
Park,South Delhi-110049,have
changed my name to Anupriya,
forall future purposes.

0040607177-7

ILANSU SINGLA,w/0
KULBHUSHAN AGGARWAL,
ADDRESS-M-26, GROUND-
FLOOR, GURU-HARKISHAN
NAGAR, PASCHIM-VIHAR, New-
Delhi-110087. Changed my
name to ANJU SINGLA.

0040607184-9

I,AMIR JHAN,W/O MOHD
TAYYAB,H.NO.D-819,SECOND/
FLOOR BACK PORTION,JAITPUR
EXTEN, PART-2, NEAR-33FT-
ROAD, BADARPUR, DELHI-
110044.have changed my name
to AMEER JAHAN,Permanently

0040607175-2

I,AAYUSI ASHOK KUMAR JAIN,
D/0O ASHOK KUMAR BHEEMRAJ
JAIN,R/O C-11, ASHOK-VIHAR
PHASE-I,DELHI,HAVE CHANED
MY NAME TO AAYUSHI JAIN.

0040607168-6

I, TARUNA TANEJA W/O RAVISH
TANEJA, R/O A-8/111 3rd floor,
sector-16, rohini delhi-110089.
Changed my name after
marriage from Taruna Kindra
to Taruna Taneja for all
purposes 0040607146-1

I, Suman Gupta, Suman Lata,
W/0 Pawan Kumar, R/0 1327/90,
Talab Road, Tri Nagar, Delhi-
110035, have changed my name
to Suman Bansal for all future
purposes. 0070777766-1

I, KUL BHUSHAN, S/0 RAJKUMAR
AGGARWAL, ADDRESS.M-26,
GROUND-FLOOR, GURU
HARKISHAN-NAGAR, PASCHIM-
VIHAR, New-Delhi-110087,
changed my nameto
KULBHUSHAN AGGARWAL

0040607184-7

I, Diksha Sachdeva D/o Shri.
Suresh Kumar Sachdeva R/o-
House.No.B-86C,Ground-Floor,
DLF,Sector-11 Faridabad,have
changed my name Diksha to
Diksha Sachdeva,for all future
purposes. 0040607145-5

I, Deepa, W/o Ravi Kumar
Kandpal, R/0 D-539, West Vinod
Nagar, Delhi-110092, have
changed my name to Deepa
Bisht for all future purposes.

0070777759-1

LOST & FOUND

I,Pawan Gupta, R/0 156-E,
Classic Apts,Plot no.11,Sector-
22,Dwarka,Delhi-110075,have
changed my son’s name from
Arin Guptato AAHREEN GUPTA.
vide affidavit,Dt:-21.03.202,
sworn before notary Kavita
Jha. 0040607177-5

|,PUSHKAR RAJ DESHPANDEY,
s/0-DEVENDRA DESHPANDEY,
H.NO-1E-BLOCK SECTOR-72
NOIDA GAUTAMBUDHA NAGAR-
201301, Changed my name to
PUSHKAR DESHPANDEY.

0040607229-1

,PAWAN KUMAR,S/0.RAM
KISHAN, H.NO.MCF-987,
STREET.NO-54,SECTOR-23,
SANJAY-COLONY FARIDABAD
HARYANA-121005. Changed my
name to PAWAN KUMAR
PANCHAL, permanently.

0040607168-9

1,0m Prakash Chadar alias Om
Prakash S/0-Gokul Prasad R/0-
B-144,).).Colony,Sector-24,
Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changed my name,from Om
Prakash Chadar alias Om
Prakash to Om Prakash
Chadhar, for all future-
purposes. 0040607171-8

I,NAYAN PARVEZ AKHTAR,S/O-
PARVEZ AKHTAR,R/0-M.63
ABUL-FAZAL ENCLAVE PART-
1,JAMIA-NAGAR N.DELHI-
110025,IN MY PASSPORT MY
NAME WRONGLY-MENTION
NAYAN PARWEZ MY CORRECT-
NAME IS NAYAN PARVEZ
AKHTAR. 0040607175-5

I,Mukesh Sharma S/o Rampat
SharmaR/o H.No.-C-2, 1052,
G/F Palam Vihar Gurgaon
(Haryana) have changed my
name to Mukesh Kumar
Sharma forall future purposes.

0040607123-1

I, NIKITA AGARWAL,D/o
KULBHUSHAN AGGARWAL,
ADDRESS.M-26, GROUND-
FLOOR, GURU HARKISHAN-
NAGAR, PASCHIM-VIHAR, New-
Delhi-110087, changed my
name to NIKITA AGGARWAL.

0040607184-8

l, MUSTAKEEM S/o0 MOHD
MUKEEM, R/0 B-169, Gali No-5,
Near Chand Masjid,
Mandawali, Fazalpur, Delhi-
110092, have changed my name
to MUSTKEEM, for all purposes.
My correct Date-of-Birthis
01/01/1982. 0040607132-1

Original Lease-Deed &
Conveyance-Deed and
Mutation-Letter & Sale-Deed of
property.No.R-502 New
Rajinder-Nagar New-Delhi-
110060,has been lost.Finder
may contact-Bhawna Malik at
above address.  0040607229-7

original Lease Deed of Property
No.Shop-No.43, New-Market,
Tilak-Nagar,New Delhi-110018,
allotted to Siri Ram Singh by
L&DO has been actually
lost.Founder may contact Smt.
Manjit Kaur Sadana at Mobile-
N0.9999729282. Address-45,
Woodbridge Road, Barking,
Essex IG119ER, London,
England. C/0 49, Sainik Vihar,
Pritampura New Delhi-34

0040607177-10

1, SUNIL VOHRA,S/O late shri.
Roshan lal vohra,R/0-37,
Mahila-colony Gandhi-nagar,
Delhi-31,have lost my original-
property documents-property
add sale-deed name-sunil
vohra,Add-208,Ram-Vihar
Anand-Vihar,Delhi-92,please
contact now-9873525555.

0040607229-9

I, SUNIL VOHRA,S/O late shri,
Roshan lal vohra, R/0-37,
Mahila-colony,Gandhi-nagar
Delhi-31,have lost my original-
property documents 1st-
property address sale-deed
Baldev raj Gupta and swaran
kanta vohra add flat.no-4,BBC
building mansoori-uttarkhand
with all chain and 2nd-property
sale-deed name-sunil vohara
and Anjali vohra add-53B,
Mayur-vihar pkt-1 phase-1,
Delhi-91,with all chain please
contact now #9873525555.

0040607229-10

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is notified that original
Sale Deed Dated
06.08.2006 of Property No.
11/49 - B, GF, Tilak Nagar,
New Delhi-110018,
Registered on
06.09.2006 vide
Registration No.17771, in
Addl. Book No.l, Volume
No. 14153 on Pages 1 to 6
has been Lost / Misplaced
and same is reported to
Police, vide LR No.
849273/2019 Dated
21.03.2019 From Sony Bobal

PUBLIC NOTICE
The General Public is hereby
informed that my client Mrs. Bimla
Verma W/o Late Sh. Hoshiyar Singh
Verma & Sunil Kumar Soni S/o Sh.
Hoshiyar Singh Verma & Sadhana
Soni W/o Sunil Kumar Soniall R/o
262 A, Munirka Village, New Delhi-
110067 have severed all relations
from Anil Verma and his wife
Rekha Verma in future due to their
misbehavior. Any person dealing
with them shall be doing so at his/
her own risk. My clients shall not
be responsible Sd,
PRAVEEN RASTOGI
(ADVOCATE)
Enrl No.D-244/06

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large are hereby informed that my
clients Sh. Mahendra Singh S/o Gopi Singh
and Long Sri W/o Sh. Mahendra Singh, both
residing at RZ/7L/2, Gali No. 3, Main
Sagarpur, Delhi-110046, have disowned/
debarred their Sons (Rajesh Chouhan, Raj
Kumar, Amit and Sunil) and Daughters-in-
laws (Rekha, Kanchan and Soni) from their all
movable and immovable properties and
severed their relationship since they are out
of control of my clients. Now my above
clients would have no concern with them in
any manner.
Sd/-
Praveen Kr. Singh
Advocate
Ch. No. 508, Lawyers Chamber Block,
Dwarka Court, Sec-10, Dwarka,
New Delhi-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to notify publically that my client|
namely Deedar Singh S/o S. Poshkar
Sinhg R/o 351, Giri Nagar, Tilak Khand
New Delhi-110019, have served all his
relations with his son namely Harvinder
Singh & his wife namely Manpreet
Kaur, Both R/o 349, Giri Nagar, Tilak
Khand New Delhi-110019 & disowned
& debarred them from all his moveable
and immoveable properties. Anybody
dealing with them will do so at his/her/|
their own risk and responsibility and my|
client will not be responsible for any
act/ deed or dealing, done by them.

SALIM ALVI (Advocate)
Ch. No. 529, Saket Court, Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concered that | Sabina
Sekhri, W/o Sh. Sumesh Sekhri, R/o E-274,
Second Floor, Greater Kailash-1, Delhi-
110048, has disowned my Son Mr. Aadit
Sekhri, S/o Sh. Sumesh Sekhri, Rio E-274,
Second Floor, Greater Kailash-1, Delhi-
110048, from all my movable and immovable
properties and have severed all my
relationship with him and Aadit Sekhri shall
have no claim over any of my assets and |
shall be free to sellftransfer/gist, etc any of my
movable or immovable assets to anyone and
Aadit Sekhri will have no objection to the
same. Henceforth | shall not be responsible
for any of the acts and deeds of my above-
mentioned son and anyone.
Sd-
AKSHAT GUPTA
Advocate
163/F, W-2, WESTERN AVENUE,
SAINIK FARMS, NEW DELHI-110062
MOB. 9312131210

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be It known that my clients (1) Sh.
Dayaram Son of Ramkumar & smt.
Savitha, W/f Dayaram Village Kothal
Khurd Tehsil and District M.garh
(Haryana) have disowned and severed
all their relation with their son namely
Mahesh & Son wife Renu debarred him
from their movable and immovable
properties/ assets due to his mis-
behaviour. Any body dealing with him in
civil and criminal matter shall be doing at
hisfher/ their Own risk, Cost and
responsibility.
Sd/-
Birender Singh Yadav Adv.
Reg. No- P-242/1998
Chamber no-117/1 Civil Court M.garh
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Re: Entire Ground Floor, without roof rights,
(the said floor) builton Property bearing MPL|
No. XV1/9621, (5-C/94), Plot No. 94, areal
measuring 265.33 Sq Yds, outofKhasraNo.
1160/153, in Block-5-C, Situated at New|
Rohtak Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi.
hereinafterreferred toas “said property”.
NOTICE is hereby given to general public|
that our clients, S. Harjinder Singh Chawla
Sio Waryam Singh R/o 5C/75 First Floor
New Rohtak Road Karol Bagh SO Karol
Bagh Central Delhi-110005and S. Randeep
Singh Chawla S/o Waryam Singh R/o 5C/
75 First Floor New Rohtak Road Karol
Bagh SO Karol Bagh Central Delhi-
110005 are the joint owners of the said floor|
vide Partiion Deed executed between
Mr. Pankaj Chadha & Mrs. Nidhi Chadha
(First Party) and Mr. Ram Gobind Tayal
& Mr. Parminder Pal Singh (Second Party)
and S. Harjinder Singh Chawla & S.
Randeep Singh Chawla (Third Party) in
respect of the said property. The said
Partition Deed is registered as Document
No. 4863, in Additional Book No. |, Volume|
No. 17939, on pages. 128-140, registered|
on 31.05.2019, in the office of concemed
Sub-Registrar of Assurances (SR-ll).
According to the said partition deed, the|
said floor has fallen to the share of our
clients. Our clients have also informed us
that initially, the said property was owned
by ShriBaldev Raj Gulati vide Conveyance|
Deed registered as Document No.15030on
18.10.2000in his favour. Upon his death, the
said property was inherited by his legal heirs|
viz., Ms Sukhda Chadha, Shalini Chawla,
Ms Garima Rawat (all daughters) and
Mrs. Avinash Gulati. Later on, a
Relinquishment Deed was executed by
Ms Sukhda Chadha, Shalini Chawla, Ms|
Garima Rawat in respect of their shares in
the said property in favour of their mother,
Avinash Gulati and she became absolute
owner of the said property. The said
Relinquishment Deed is registered as
DocumentNo. 4245, in Additional Book No.|
1,Volume No. 11488, on pages 115-119 on|
27.05.2005. The said undivided property|
was thereafter sold by Mrs Avinash Gulati to|
ShriPankaj Chadhaand Ms Nidhi Chadha
(25%),Shri Ram Gobind Tayal (37.5%)
and Shri Parminder Pal Singh (37.5%) by
virtue of three separate sale deeds. Out of|
the said property Shri Parminder Pal Singh|
and Shri Gobind Ram Tayal sold 25% ofthe
said undivided property to S Harjinder Singh
Chawlaand S Randeep Singh Chawla. Later|
on, a partiion deed, as aforesaid, was
executed between all the owners of the
aforesaid undivided property and the said
floorfell to the share of our clients. Now, in
this connection, our clients have informed
us thatthe aforesaid Relinquishment Deed
dated 27.05.2005 (hereinafter called the
“said document’) forming part of chain
documents, has been lost/misplaced and
isnottraceable. Anonline Information Report
of Article/Document lost in Delhi with
Police vide LR No. 2062230/2022 dated
10/03/2022 has been lodged.
Ifthe aforesaid original Relinquishment Deed
(saiddocument)isfound orhas beenfound by
any person, the same may be retumed and
delivered tothe undersigned atthe address
mentioned herein below. Further, if any|
person, body, insfitution is having any claim
andlor objection in respect of the said
floor, he/she/they may raise his/her/ their|
objection/s, in writing, with documentary
evidence, by Registered AD Post, to the
undersigned at the address mentioned
herein below within 15 days of publication
ofthis notice. Otherwise, after expiry of 15
days from the date of publication of this
notice, no objection shall be acceptable.
General Public may also take note that any|
deal or transaction done by anybody on the
basis of the said Relinquishment Deed (said
document) shall be illegal and not binding
on our clients. The person doing so shall be
liable tobe prosecutedunder the law.

Amit Kumar Khurana, Advocate
M/s Intellective Law Offices A-74,
LGF, Defence Colony, New Delhi-24;

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to whole world at large that
we, Man Singh s/o Buddha Lal and Kanti
Devi w/o Man Singh, both R/o G-2/72,
Gali No. 7, Sethi Enclave, Mohan
Garden, New Delhi -110059 have
disowned and disinherited our son
namely Rahul kuamr and his wife Jyoti,
from all our movable and immovable
properties situated in India, w.e.f
21/03/2022. Henceforth, My son and his
wife, their legal heirs or any persons
claiming through them, will not have any
claim, right, title and interest in any of our
movable and immovable properties,
saving funds /salaries/ pensions/
retirement benefits etc w.e.f.
21/03/2022. Further from today, we will
not be responsible for any act, actions
and deeds committed by them. Manoj
Kumar, Advocate Chamber No. 620,
Rohini Court, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is Hereby informed
that my clients Sh Madan S/O Lt
Munshi Ram and Ms Surekha W/O Sh
Madan Lal both R/O B-83,JJ Colony,
Khanpur, ND 62 have disowned their
elder son named Sh Shivam due to
his persisent misconduct and have
severed all personal and social ties
with him and have also debarred Sh
Shivam to claim any right or interest in
the immovable and movable
properties of my clients. Anybody
dealing with the aforesaid Sh Shivam
Shall do so at his own peril and my
clients shall not be responsible in
either or any manner.

Sd/-

Wig Ad

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client (1) PURUSHOTAM KUMAR
JINDAL (AADHAR NO. 3066 1484 8169) S/O
SHRI OM PRAKASH JINDAL & (2) BIMLA
JINDAL (8094 8772 5065) W/O
PURUSHOTAM KUMAR JINDAL both R/o D-
17/295-206, SECTOR-3, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085, have debarred his/her son MR.
SAURABH JINDAL (AADHAR NO. 8129
1194 4986), from all movable and immovable
properties/ assets, and their personal life.
Anybody dealing with them in civil and
criminal matters shall be doing at his/ her/
their all risks, cost and responsibility, and
have severed all relation with her due to her
misconduct, bad behaviour, bad company and
bad intentions. Any person dealing with them
or severally shall be doing so at their own risk.
My client shall not be responsible in any
manner for any kind of legal-llegal act, deed
done by his/her son MR. SAURABH JINDAL.
SANJEEV JAIN (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D/226/91

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis hereby informed that, my clients Hari
Chand S/o Late Tunda Ram and Smt.
Usha W/o Sh. Hari Chand, both R/o
H.No.G-Il, 116, Madangir, South Delhi,
Delhi-110062, have served all their
relations with their sons Rohit Parewa
daughter-in-law Smt. Dolly Kumari &|
Jitendra Parewa & daughter- in-law Smt.
DoIIy@ Liza & now we disowned all of]
them from all moveable and immovable
assets due to their misconduct &]
inappropriate behaviour and my clients
have broken all their relations with them.
Anybody dealing with them in present
and future shall be liable on their own risk|
and my clients will not be responsible for|
any actordeed.

B.P. Gautam (Advocate)

Ch.No. 103, Saket Court, New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE

The General Public is informed at large. that Mr.
Sanjay Khatri & Mr. Ashok Kumar both S/o Mr. Ballu
Ram, along with Mr. Rakshit Khati, S/o Mr. Kuldeep
Khatri, all Rio H.N. 71, Jaton Wall Gal, Tikri Khurd,
Narela, Delhi, have purchased Freehold Built Up
Property No.13, admeasuring 209 Sq. Mtrs., Pocket
6, Sector A-10, Narela, Delhi from Mr. Zie Singh
Lakra.
That the Conveyance Deed of the plot was in the
name of Mr. Krishan Singh & Mrs. Seema Devi, M.
Krishan Singh died intestate. His Children, Gaurav
Rana, Manav Rana, Pawan Rana, executed
Relinquishment Deed in favour of Seema Devi, basis
of which she sold the said plot to Zie Singh Lakra.
Mr. Sanjay Khatri, Mr. Ashok Kumar & Mr. Rakhshit
Khatri wish to create mortgage on the said property
for loan from SBI RACPC Rohini, Pearls Best Heights
1, NSP, Pitampura, Delhi (Br Code 15653). If any
person has any objection with respect to the same o
has any interest whatsoever in the said property, may
submit their objections before Advocate Mr. Shalabh
Gupta vide E-Mail adv.shalabh.gupta@gmail.com o
vide telephone No.- 91-9717215434, with supporting
documents within 15 days from the date of this
publication
Sdi-
SHALABH GUPTA
ADVOCATE (D)/600/2013)
Chamber No 414, Lawyers' Chambers,
High Court of Delhi, New Delhi-110503.

PUBLIC NOTICE

KNOW ALL the concerned that our
client DEVENDER SINGH GUSAIN
S/0O LATE SH. RADHO SINGH
GUSAIN R/O H.NO. 16, GALINO.2,
S.B.S. Colony, WEST KARAWALA
NAGAR, DELHI, debarred/
disowned his son VIKRAM SINGH
from his immovable and movable
properties due to his unsocial act,
misconduct and unfamiliar activities.
That in future and in past if any one
had made any relation with Mr.
VIKRAM SINGH he shall be liable for
any loss himself/herself. That our
client shall not have any relation with
their son in any manner in any case
with effect from today.

D & K ASSOCIATES
MANPREET KAUR ADVOCATE
S.P. DHASMANA ADVOCATE
RENU GUPTA ADVOCATE
Ch.No0.390-A, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

R.O. No.: 753PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22

H Andhra Pradesh Technology Services Ltd.

APTS Ref. No.: ITC51-13022/3/2022-PROC-APTS Dt. 21.03.2022
Tender Call Notice for Selection of Agencies for “Printing and Supply of PVC EPIC
Cards and Holograms for Chief Electroal Officer, Andhra Pradesh”. Tender
document downloading starts from 22.03.2022.
For further details regarding detailed Tender Notification, Specifications and digital
certificate please visit https://www.apts.gov.in and www.apeprocurement.gov.in.

Sd/-

Managing Director, A.P. Technology Services Ltd.

Chamber No 407 3rd Floor,
Deep Piaza Comp Opp
Distt & Session Court
Gurgaon-122001

PUBLI NOTICE

The general public is hereby intimated
that my Client Sh. Ramesh Ahuja, S/o
Sh. Lal Chand, R/o House No. 154,
Bhera Enclave, Paschim Vihar, Delhi-
110087, has debarred his only son
namely Mr. Gaurav Ahuja and his wife
namely Ms. Rangolli Raheja D/o Sh.
Rajan Raheja & from his both movable &
immovable properties & has no concern
with both of them in future due to their
cruel, mischievous and disrespectful
behaviour and misconduct towards my
clientand my clientis further notliable for
their any act whatsoever being done in
pastorwill be done in future.

Sumit Kumar Chauhan (Advocate)
Ch. No. 122 Western Wing, Tis Hazari Court Delhi-54.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client, Ranjana Sharma w/o
Ashok Kumar Sharma R/o 81, J
Extn., Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-92
debarred her son Mohit Sharma
& his wife Arti Sharma including
their son Master Pravit Sharma
from all her movable &
immovable properties. In future,
Whosoever deals with them,
deals on their own risk &

responsibility.

Deepak Bhargava (Advocate)
Delhi High Court
Add: 98, Krishan Kunj,
Laxmi nagar, Delhi-110092

PUBLIC NOTICE
Industrial Plot No. A-124,
(111.38 sq. mtrs.), Block-A,
Ware Housing Scheme (WHS),
Village Bassai Darapur,
Kirti Nagar, New Delhi
My client ICICI Bank Limited,
Dwarka, New Delhi is in the
process of advancing a loan to
Mr. Jaspal Singh against
mortgage of Industrial Plot No.
A-124, (111.38 sq. mtrs.), Block-
A, Ware Housing Scheme
(WHS), Village Bassai Darapur,
Kirti Nagar, New Delhi, who has
represented that he is the
absolute owner of the said
Property. He inherited its %
share from his father and other
" he purchased from Mr. Dalip
Singh. If anybody, person, body
corporate has any right, lien or
claim whatsoever on the said
Property or objection to its
mortgage, then he/she/it may
contact the undersigned with
documentary proof of claim
within 15 days of publication of
this notice, otherwise it shall be
deemed that either there are no
claims or the same have been
waived off. No claim shall be
entertained thereafter and my
client shall proceed to advance
the loan by mortgaging the said

property.
Krishan Narang, Advocate
GNA & Associates
D-28, Jangpura Extension,
New Delhi-110014.
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Manpging Dimecior

"M Ajmer Vidyut Vitran Nigam Limited

Corporate Identification Number (CIN) — U40109RJ2000SGC016432 (Regd. Office: Vidynt Bhawan,

Panchsheel Nagar, Makarwali Road, Ajmer-305004) Office of The Addl.Chief Engineer (Project)
Room no. 109, Vidyut Bhawan, Panchsheel Nagar, Makarwali Road, Ajmer-305004)
‘Website : http://www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/avvnl, Email : ceprojectavvnl2019@gmail.com

Proc website http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.
UBN No. : AVV2122WLRC00442

Raj.Samwad/C/21/13115

Tender Notice
The NIT DSM-02 for empanelment of Vendors for “Design, supply, erection, testing &
commissioning including warranty, Comprehensive O&M of Grid-Connected Rooftop Solar Plant of |
various capacities under the Phase-IT of GCRTS of MNRE forallocated RTS Capacity of 55,000 kWp
(25MWp for Jaipur DisCom, 15SMW)p for each of Ajmer & Jodhpur DisCom) in Rajasthan against
TN-DSM-02” is hereby invited from eligible bidders. The relevant details and specification of tender
shall be available on Nigam web site http://www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/avvnl and Rajasthan E-

Addl. Chief Engineer (Project)
Ajmer DisCom, Ajmer.

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATIO

DP/68/RLY/2022

General publicis hereby informed that | 38
one unidentified dead body of male |
Namely: Unknown s/o: Unknown, R/o
: Unknown, Age: About 50/55 years,
Height: 5'2”, Built: Medium,
Complexion: Wheatish, Face: Oval,
Other ID: Black hair and light beard,
Wearing : White colour shirt and black
colour baniyan printed “l do what |
want” green colour under wear and
black colour lower who was found
dead at PF No. 1, Anand Vihar Railway Station between
pillar No. L9 and L10, Delhi. In this regard a case DD No.
18A dated 15.03.2022 has been registered at PS: Anand
Vihar Railway Station, Delhi

Any person having any information or clue about the above
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the
following address or telephone nos.

Sd/- SHO

P. S: Anand Vihar Railway Station, Delhi

Tel. 011-22145601

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

DP/2091/N/2022

See Section 82/83 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Roshan Singh, S/o Chirag Singh, R/o 754, Mohalla
Akash Nagar, Thana Hawa Bangla, Distt. Indore, M.P. has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
case FIR No. 41/2016 u/s 380/34 IPC, P.S. Sadar Bazar,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said Roshan Singh cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said Roshan Singh has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Roshan Singh
accused of FIR No. 41/2016 u/s 380/34 IPC, P.S. Sadar
Bazar, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 23.04.2022.

By Order
Ms. Shivli Talwar
Metropolitan Magistrate

Central District, Room No. 247

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

iy SOVERNMENT OF HARYANA IEEITIET =l 5
—

SR. NAME OF OLD REFER- NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM WEBSITE OF NODAL OFFICER/CON-
No. | BOARD/CORP./ ENCE/ THE BOARD TACT DETAILS/EMAIL
AUTH NIT NO. CORP./AUTH
1 EXTENSION OF DATE DUE ; 9356063249
UHBVN NIT NO 37/SE www.uhbvn.org.in
PROJECTS/ | DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF ¢ seprojects@uhbvn.org.in
AMR BID 11.04.2022 UP TO 13:00
HRS. OPENING OF PART-I
12.04.2022 AT 15:00 HRS.

8408/HRY

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

Directorate Of Food And Consumer Affairs, Jharkhand,
Third Floor, JSFC Bhawan, Kadru Ranchi

Letter No- 482

Date-21-03-2022

Corrigendum Notice

Reference to EOI NO:- 376 Dated — 09-03-2022 and PR NO:- 265750 Directorate of food and Consumer
Affairs here in referred as (DF&CA) invites online bid through e-Procurement process from EXPRESSION OF
INTEREST (EOI) For Empanelment of Production Houses / Agencies or Creative Agencies for IEC Configures.
Following Amendment are hereby Authorised.

SL. Particulars
1 | Clause No-6.1 —B-3

Clause No-6.1 —B-3 is removed

Details

5 Relaxation to MSEs of

According to Jharkhand Procurements policy 2014 relaxation regarding
annual turnover, experience, EMD, Performance Security Money will

Technical Bids:

Jharkhand be given to only registered MSEs in Jharkhand.
3 Last date for receipt of Bid 28 /03/2022 at 4:00 PM

proposals:
4 Date and Time for Opening of 20/03//2022 at 4:00 PM.

Rest all the terms and Conditions of the EOl Remains Unchanged. Any changes /modification in the
EOI will be posted at the http://jharkhand.gov.in/food

Sd/-

PR 266546 Directorate of Food and Consumer Affairs(21-22)D Director Directorate of Food & Consumer Affairs

New Delhi
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APPLICATIONS FOR COMMON UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE TEST START APRIL

Common entrance testin July for Central
universities, Class 12 marks won’t count

UGC chief: Compulsory, only route for
admission to undergraduate courses

SAKSHISAROHA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

THE FIRST ever mandatory com-
mon entrance test for admission
to undergraduate programmes
in all the 45 Central universities
will be held in the first week of
July, UGC chairman M Jagadesh
Kumar announced on Monday.
The Common University
Entrance Test (CUET) is a com-
puterised exam and will be con-
ducted by the National Testing
Agency (NTA), which will an-
nounce the test pattern on

Tuesday, he said. The application
window for the examination will
open in the first week of April.
Admission to undergraduate
courses in these universities will
henceforth be solely based on
the CUET score, and Class 12
Board marks will not carry any
weightage, Kumar said. The uni-
versities can, at best, use the
Board exam marks as an eligibil-
ity criterion for the test, he said.
This effectively means that
performance in the Class 12
Board examination will no
longer be a factor in admissions
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

THETEST FORMAT

SECTION I: Languages

SECTION II: Domain-
specific questions

SECTIONIII:
Current affairs,
general
knowledge,
numerical ability, logical
reasoning and
quantitative reasoning

—
EXPLAINED
[]

* Upto 6 domain-specific
subjects under Section I

SIMPLY PUT
HOW & WHY
PAGET1

Level playing field or
shrinking role of schools?

ARANYA SHANKAR &
SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

THE POSSIBLE implementation
of the Common University
Entrance Test from the coming
academic session evoked mixed
responses from Delhi University
college principals and the capi-
tal's educationists. The univer-
sity’s Academic Council will
Tuesday discuss holding under-
graduate admissions solely on
the basis of the CUET scores, ef-

fectively doing away with cut-
offs.

Hansraj College principal
Rama said, “The cut-off system
may have been an age-old prac-
tice but those times were differ-
ent. Cut-offs never touched 100%
so easily. We never understood
what was the difference be-
tween the student scoring 99%
and the student scoring 100%.
With CUET, at least there will be
alevel playing field.”

“It's also good that this is hap-
pening for all universities. It

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

China airliner with 132
on board crashes, no
word on survivors

KJMVARMA
BEIJING, MARCH 21

ACHINESE passenger plane with
132 people on board crashed in
the southern Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region on Monday,
the regional emergency man-
agement department said, in the
worst air disaster in over a
decade in the country. There was
no official word on the number
of casualties or survivors.

The Boeing 737 aircraft of
China Eastern Airlines, which
flew from Kunming to
Guangzhou, crashed in Tengxian
County in the city of Wuzhou,
causing a mountain fire, the de-
partment was quoted as saying
by the state-run Xinhua news
agency.

Hopes of finding survivorsin
the thick forests in the moun-
tainous region receded as the
night fell, making rescue efforts
difficult. State television showed
teams of rescuers armed with
searchlights scurrying through

Harbhajan,
Raghav Chadha,

The plane plunged 20,000
feetina minute.PTI PAGE 18

the forests in the remote moun-
tainous area.

Boeing China said it was
aware of the media reports of the
plane crash and was working to
gather more information.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

BOEING 737 ON
DGCA’S ‘ENHANCED
SURVEILLANCE’
PAGE 19

BJP picks Dhami as CM again:
‘He knows how to run a govt

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN, MARCH 21

ENDING SPECULATION, the BJP
on Monday announced that
Pushkar Singh Dhami will return
as the Chief Minister of
Uttarakhand. He is likely to take
oath on Wednesday.

While the BJP bucked anti-
incumbency to win 47 of the 70
Assembly seats in the state,
Dhami lost to the Congress can-
didate in Khatima, a seat he had
retained since 2012. Following

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with Uttarakhand CM
Pushkar Singh Dhami in Dehradun on Monday. P11

‘UKRAINE CRISIS CAN'T DIVERT ATTENTION FROM INDO-PACIFIC’

Australia slams Russia, says

understand India’s position
As with Japan PM, Modi discusses Ladakh with Morrison

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

IN A virtual summit Monday
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison slammed
“Russia’s unlawful invasion of
Ukraine” and said Moscow must
be held accountable for the loss
of lives.

While Modi, in his public re-
marks, did not say anything on
the situation in Ukraine, Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla later said Morrison ex-
pressed his understanding of
India's position on the crisis in
Ukraine, and that he and Modi
were of the opinion that the con-
flict could not be a reason for di-
verting attention from issues of
the Indo-Pacific region.

The two leaders also dis-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi looks at antiques returned to
India from Australia, in New Delhi on Monday. ANI

cussed the situation along the
India-China Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh
and Modi told Morrison that
peace and tranquillity in the re-
gion was essential for normali-

sation of Delhi's ties with Beijing,
officials said.

These two topics of discus-
sion — Ukraine and China — were
similar to the discussion themes

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Sent away from Ukraine, 17-yr-old
struggles to cope as a refugee

EXPRESS FROM
THEFRONTLINE

KRISHN KAUSHIK
WARSAW, MARCH 21

HIS PARENTS call him Grisha. He
was studying in Grade 11 in the
Ukrainian capital of Kyiv when

the Russians crossed the border
26 days ago. A day later, his par-
ents sent him away with friends
who were leaving the country.
They decided to stay back.
Today, Grisha or Gregory is a
volunteer at Warsaw Central, the
main railway station in Poland
thatis a transit point for the del-
uge of refugees from Ukraine —
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

UKRAINE REJECTS
RUSSIA CALL FOR
SURRENDER IN
MARIUPOL pAGE 18
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ciate professor Sandeep Pathak,
senior party leader and Delhi
MLA Raghav Chadha, Lovely
Professional University Chance-
llor Ashok Mittal,and Ludhiana-
based industrialist Sanjeev Arora
for the Rajya Sabha polls on
March 31.

All the five party nominees
filed their nomination papersin
Chandigarh on Monday. With
AAP winning 92 of 117 seats in
the Assembly polls, all five are set

Shri Anil Kumar Upadhyay IFS (Retd)
Former Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, M.P

Mrs Sangeeta Gupta, IRS (Retd)
Chief Commissioner Of Income Tax.

Dr. Bala Prasad (Retd. IFS)
(Ex Special Secretary to Govt. of India)

Prof. R. Sharma
(Retd. Prof. of Political Science D.U.)
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Dr. Satendra, IFS (Retd)

International Disaster Risk Reduction Expert,
Food and Agriculture. UNO

Prof. V. Gautam
(Retd. Prof. of Environmental Science & Biotech D.U.)

Prof. Satish Kumar
Expert of IR & Internal Security
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asthey are free from the control of any individual nation. However, currently, the two biggest competing powers —
Americaand China— are not trying todemocratise the monetary system but instead, cement theirinfluence overit
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Entrance test

across Central universities. In
other words, the sky-high cut-off
marks at Delhi University are now
history. This year, seven DU col-
leges had asked for 100 per cent
marksin the firstlist toadmit stu-
dentstoa total of 10 programmes.

The Government did not favour
using Board marks for admission
because of the “diversity” inevalu-
ation methods. “Some Boards are
more generous than others in
marking and this gives their stu-
dentsanunfairadvantage overoth-
ers,” said an official who spoke on
the condition of anonymity.

Following the CUET, each uni-
versity will admit students based
on a merit list prepared by NTA,
and there will be no common
counselling. Delhi University,
JawaharlalNehru University, Jamia
Millia Islamia and Indira Gandhi
National Open University inthe na-
tional capital, and Aligarh Muslim
University and Banaras Hindu
University in UP, are among the
well-known Central universities
that will now be covered by CUET.

Whenasked whether Central
universities that reserve seats for
minorities, such as AMU and
Jamia, will also have to adopt
CUET, Kumar clarified that the test
is compulsory for all 45 Central
universities funded by UGC. He
added that CUET will not affect
the quotaof reserved seats at such
institutions, but they will have to
mandatorily admit all students
through the common test.

“The only difference is that
these students will also have to
come through CUET, like students
to be admitted on general seats.
The reservation policies and ordi-
nances of the universities will re-
main unchanged,” the UGC chair-
person said.

AMU and Jamia have not clar-
ified their stand yet on joining the
entrance test. CUET will carry mul-
tiple choice questions based on

NCERT textbooks and students will
be marked negatively forincorrect
answers. The entrance test will
have three sections (see box). The
CUET 2022 will be offered in 13
languages, namely Hindi, Marathi,
Gujarati, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam, Urdu, Assamese,
Bengali, Punjabi, Odiaand English.
The exam will be conducted in
two shifts. In the first shift, candi-
dates will appear for Section I (lan-
guages), two chosen domain sub-
jects and the general test. In the
second shift, theywillappearfor the
other four domain subjects and an
additional language test, if opted for.
International students are ex-
empted from CUET; their admis-
sions will be carried outon the ex-
isting supernumerary basis.

Mixed response
brings everyone onapar. The best
part is that the CUET will be con-
ducted in all regional languages,
so that nobody gets left behind,"
she said. Principals of multiple col-
leges are waiting for the university
toissue a notification or clear this
throughiits statutory bodies.

“The CUET is on the Academic
Council agenda for Tuesday and it
will be discussed. We have not yet
received specific information on
what the role of Class XII marks
willbe. But Class X1 examinations
themselves have been of an un-
certain nature inrecentyearsand
it has been a matter of concern
that students are being given
100/100 in exams and other stu-
dents have had to compete with
something thatis beyond compe-
tition,” IP College principal Babli
Moitra Saraf said.

Kirori Mal College principal
Vibha Chauhan said she is wait-
ing for the university to issue its
notification on the matter.

However, Sudha Acharya,
chairperson of the National
Progressive Schools Conference,
which includes some of the most
prominent schools in Delhi, criti-
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cised the move towards doing
away with any weightage atall of
school leaving grades, anticipat-
ing an erosion in the importance
of schools as institutions,

“Unfortunately, many parents
think of schools just as a medium
to write board exams and get re-
sults.If universities stop giving any
weightage to board exams, the
culture of pushing children to tu-
itions and coaching centres at the
cost of school will bloom rapidly.
Schools aren’t places of just aca-
demics. Children learn their core
skills, values and reasoning here,
but I am afraid that the impor-
tanceattached toitwill fall further.
Iwill be requesting the UGC chair-
man toretain some weightage for
board examinations and will also
be requesting the CBSE chairman
toappeal for this,” she said.

DU had earlier said it would be
doing away with its system
whereby admissions were done
on the basis of Class XII board
examresults. However, it was not
clarified at the time if DU would
go with the CUET or hold its own
entrance exam.

As per the minutes of the
Standing Committee meeting held
on March 17, candidates need to
only have passed the Class Xl board
examstosit for CUET. The decisions
taken in the AC will get final ap-
proval in the Executive Council
meeting to be held March 25.

According to the minutes,
members said it will not be feasi-
ble to include any other criterion
based on marks obtained in board
examinations and that the eligi-
bility criterion must be inclusive.
“Minimum criteria should be re-
phrased as the candidates must
have passed the Class XII exami-
nation or equivalent thereto from
a single recognised board,” the
minutes stated.

Members suggested that can-
didates must appear for CUET in
only those subjects that they have
cleared in Class XII. In case the
subject is not mentioned in CUET,
the proposal is that candidates
mustappear inone thatis similar
or closely related to what they
have studied in Class XII. “Merit
will be calculated on the basis ofa
combination of subjects in which
acandidate has appeared in CUET
asmentioned in the programme-
specific eligibility,” it stated.

However; officials said this will
not result in any problem with
changingstreams.“Theeligibility cri-
teria has been more accommoda-
tive for each subject. For many
courses, thecombinationofonelan-
guage plusfoursubjectsstillremains
like it used to. In fact, the penalties
students faced if they changed
streamswould nolonger staynow,”
said Registrar Vikas Gupta.

They have also suggested that
admission to all supernumerary
seats,excludingforeign students, be
donethrough CUET. For courses un-
derthefacultyof musicandfinearts,
and BScin physical education and
sports, combined CUET score and
performance-based test, with 50%
weightage to both, will be given.

For minority colleges like St
Stephen’sand Jesus and Mary too,
the proposal is to stick to CUET.
However, for the School of Open
Learning and the Non-Collegiate
Women Education Board,admis-
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last Saturday between Modiand

Fumio Kishida. But unlike
Canberra which said it under-
stands Delhi's position on
Ukraine, Tokyo has been silent.
After the virtual summit, it
was decided that India and
Australia will hold summits
every year. At present, India has
the tradition of annual sum-
mits between leaders with only
two countries -- Russia and
Japan. Australia becomes the
third country - this means that
Prime Ministers of the two

everyyear,inanalternate man-
ner.

Speaking at the summit,
Morrison said, “Our region is
facing increasing change and

Quad leaders’ call recently,

to discuss Russia's unlawful in-
vasion of Ukraine, also gave us
the opportunity to discuss im-

that terrible event for our own
region in the Indo-Pacific and
the coercion and the issues that
we face here.”

“The tragic loss of life un-

course, of holding Russia to ac-
count. But cooperation be-
tween like-minded liberal
democracies is key to an open
and inclusive and resilient and
prosperous Indo-Pacific, and I
welcome your leadership
within the Quad to keep us fo-
cused on those important is-
sues,” he said, linking the
Russian aggression in Europe
to Chinese belligerence in the
Indo-Pacific.

Modi too spoke of the Indo-
Pacific in the context of Quad.

visitingJapanese Prime Minister

countries will visit each other

much pressure, and I think our

which gave us the opportunity

plications and consequences of

derlies the importance, of

THEAGREEMENTS

M Establishment of Gen
Rawat India-Australia
Young Defence Officers’
Exchange Programme

M Similar tax benefits for
investment by
Australia’s sovereign,
pension funds in India as
in Australia

B MoU on Australian
critical minerals projects
between Khanij Bidesh
India Ltd and CMFO,
Australia

M Letter of intent regard-
ing migration and mo-
bility partnership agree-
ment

M Letter of arrangement
between India and
Australia for educational
qualifications recogni-
tion

H MoU for cooperation
and collaboration on
broadcasting between
Prasar Bharati and SBS,
Australia

“Thereis also good cooperation
between us in the Quad frame-
work. Our cooperation under
the Quad demonstrates our
commitment towards a free,
open and inclusive Indo-
Pacific. The success of Quad is
essential for regional and
global stability,” he said.

Last month, when External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
travelled to Australia, he and
counterpart Marise Payne had
agreed on the Chinese behav-
iour along the LAC, but there
were divergences in their pub-

‘India’s stand on Ukraine understandable’

lic statements on the Russia-
Ukraine situation.

Unlike its Quad partners --
US, Japan and Australia -- India
has not condemned the Russian
invasion of Ukraine and has
been maintaining that the cri-
sis should be resolved through
dialogue and diplomacy.

On Ukraine, Morrison ex-
pressed understanding of
India's position which he felt
"definitely reflected our own
situation (and) our own con-
siderations," Shringla said dur-
ing the briefing on the summit.

"There was a clear sense
that both sides understood
where they came from and
there was a great deal of com-
fort in the fact that both of us
saw the fact that conflict in
Europe should not be a reason
for us to divert our attention
from the Indo-Pacific region
and that our position as far as
the Quad is concerned also was
on similar lines," he said.

Shringla said there was
equal emphasis by both that the
international order stands on
the UN Charter, rule of law and
respect for territorial integrity
and sovereignty of states.

The two leaders also dis-
cussed economic ties, and
Modi said the conclusion of the
Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation  Agreement
(CECA) will be important for
economic revival and eco-
nomic security for both sides.

Morrison said, “We will re-
double our efforts on our in-
terim Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation
Agreement to unlock new op-
portunities and benefits for
both our economies. It will
bring us closer to a full agree-

ment as soon as [ hope we can
achieve that.”

Shringla said India and
Australia were keen to finalise
the CECA as it will unlock new
opportunities to expand bilat-
eral trade and investment ties.
He also said that the two sides
are concerned about the situa-
tionin Myanmar and want pro-
tection of civilians and release of
detained leaders and activists.

Modi said ties between India
and Australia have witnessed re-
markable progress in the last
few years and there has been
close cooperation in trade and
investment, defence and secu-
rity, education and innovation,
and science and technology.

He welcomed the an-
nouncement of the establish-
ment of a Centre of Excellence
for Critical and Emerging
Technologies in Bengaluru.

Modi said he was happy
over the establishment of a
mechanism of the annual sum-
mit between the two countries
asitensures a structural system
for regular review of the ties.

Stressing that they have
made “great progress in de-
fence, maritime cooperation,
science, technology, clean en-
ergy" as well, Morrison said:
“Our Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, though, reflects
the ambition that we share
and we hold for our relation-
ship, and the pace and scale of
that cooperation, since we
lifted ties back in 2020, has
been remarkable. But [ am
ambitious, as [ know you are,
to make it even closer, partic-
ularly when it comes to our
economic cooperation, which
I hope we are able to advance
further today.”

sions will be conducted as earlier.

China crash

The 132 people included 123
passengers and nine crew mem-
bers, the Civil Aviation
Administration of China said on
its website. While the airline an-
nounced that no foreigners were
on board, families of some crew
members arrived at the com-
pany's branch office in Yunnan
Province and were being assisted
to "work on follow-up issues”,
state-run CGTN-TV reported.

A "shocked" Chinese
President Xi Jinping ordered
"swift action toidentify the cause
of the crash and to strengthen the
safety overhaul of the civil avia-
tion sector to ensure the absolute
safety of the sector and people's
lives," Xinhua reported.

According to official media,
the plane descended sharply onto
the mountainous area and
crashed. Footage shot by locals on
their phones showed the area of
the crash was engulfed by a
mountain fire, with explosions
heard in the background.

As soon as the plane crashed,
Chinese officials rushed hundreds
of fire brigades as well as rescue
teams to find survivors before the
night fell. The fire has been putout
and the rescue operation is under-
way, said Chen Jie,an official with
the regional emergency manage-
ment department.

Inhisinstructionsissued soon
after the incident, President Xi
said he was "shocked" to learn
about the incident involving
China Eastern Airlines flight
MU5735 from Kunming to
Guangzhou. He ordered the im-
mediate launch of emergency re-
sponse, all-out search and rescue
efforts and proper settlement of
the aftermath, Xinhua reported.

He said swiftaction should be
taken to identify the cause of the
crashandto strengthen the safety
overhaul of the civil aviation sec-
tor to ensure the absolute safety
of the sector and people's lives.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang

urged efforts to console the fam-
ilies of the victims and provide
them with assistance, release ac-
curate information in a timely
manner, conduct a serious probe
into the incident, and take strong
measures to strengthen the safety
of civil aviation.

The Federal Aviation
Administration (FFA) said via
Twitter that it was ready to assist
ininvestigation efforts if asked.

Meanwhile, China Eastern
Airlines -- one of China's three
major air carriers -- has grounded
all its Boeing 737-800 after the
crash on Monday, company offi-
cials said. The airline also changed
its website to a black-and-white
homepage as it prepared to an-
nounce the casualties.

The crash shattered China's
airlines'record of over 100 million
continuous hours of safe flight as
of February 19. The last domestic
fatal air accident was in 2010,
when an Embraer passenger
plane crashed in Yichun,
Heilongjiang province, killing 42
people. PTI

Dhami CM again
his defeat, there was speculation
over who would be the Chief
Minister.

Announcing Dhami's name
after a meeting of the BJP legis-
lature party, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, who was ap-
pointed as the party's central ob-
server, said: "am confident that
the state will not only develop at
great speed, but the develop-
ment will be multi-dimensional.
In his six months as the Chief
Minister, Dhami has left a mark
in the state. The result of that,
along with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's central leader-
ship, was visible in the results
this year. Dhami has run the gov-
ernment and understands how
to run the government.”

Dhami later headed to Raj
Bhawan with several newly
elected BJP MLAs and Union
Minister of State Meenakshi
Lekhi, the party's co-observer, to

meet Governor Gurmit Singh and
stake claim to form the govern-
ment. Dhami will have to be
elected to the Assembly within six
months. The BJP said at least six
MLAs have already offered to va-
cate their seats for him.

The announcement came a
day after senior party leaders from
the state, including Dhami, former
chief ministers Trivendra Singh
Rawat and Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank, and Satpal Maharaj, at-
tended a meeting with BJP presi-
dent ] P Nadda and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah at the latter's
residence in New Delhi on Sunday.

In a tweet, Dhami thanked
Modi, Nadda, Shah and Singh for
assigning him the responsibility of
Uttarakhand's "mukhya sevak"
once again. "l want to assure the
women, elders and youth of the
state that I am determined to ful-
fill their hopes and aspirations, and
take the state on the path of devel-
opment. We are working tomake
Uttarakhand the best state in the
country by 2025, and my every
moment will be dedicated to the
developmentofthe state," he said.

Atwo-time MLA, Dhami was
chosen to replace Tirath Singh
Rawat last year, after the latter re-
signed citinga "constitutional cri-
sis" as he could not get elected to
the Assembly within the six-
month deadline of taking over as
the Chief Minister. Tirath Singh
Rawat had been handpicked by
the central leadership to succeed
Trivendra Singh Rawat.

Unlike Trivendra Singh Rawat
and Tirath Singh Rawat, who are
from Garhwal, Dhami is from
Kumaon -- he was brought in to
counter Congress's Harish Rawat
who is also from Kumaon.

AAP’s RS picks

MILA fromRajinder Nagar in Delhi,
will be the youngest sitting Rajya
Sabha member at 33. "I thank
Arvind Kejriwalji and Bhagwant
Mannyji for placing such a big re-
sponsibility on these young shoul-
ders. I will try my best to raise is-
sues of Punjab and the country in

New Delhi

the biggest panchayat of the coun-
try. I filed the Rajya Sabha nomi-
nation with blessings from my
mother," Chadha tweeted.

Chadha's rise through the AAP
ranks has been quick. Before 2019,
hewasinvolvedinthe party'slegal
matters. In 2019, he contested the
Lok Sabha elections from South
Delhi, but lost. The next year, he
won from Rajinder Nagar in the
Assembly polls and was given the
responsibility of managing the
Delhi Jal Board. He was also ap-
pointed chairperson of the Delhi
Assembly's peace and harmony
committee, set up after the riots in
2020.0ver the past several months,
he was actively involved in the
Punjab Assembly poll campaign.

Pathak, an associate professor
atlIT-Delhi, has been with AAP for
several years now. He got his Ph.D
from the University of Cambridge
in 2011, and returned a few years
later to teach at IIT-Delhi.
According to party insiders, he has
been working on the Punjab poll
strategy for over a year now.

"He has been working behind
the scenes for many years and
built the entire organisation cadre
in Punjab. He was the man behind
conducting accurate and scientific
surveys in the state, selection of
candidates, and deciding the en-
tire strategy for the party's re-
sounding victory in Punjab,” AAP
said in a statement on Monday.

Harbhajan Singh's name has
been doing the rounds in party
circles for the last few weeks.
Party insiders said his association
with the sport, image as a youth
icon and enthusiasm to work for
the state were the deciding fac-
tors in finalising his name.

The remaining two names --
industrialist Sanjeev Arora and
Lovely Professional University
Chancellor Ashok Mittal -- came
asasurprise to many.

Arora, 58,is the chairmanand
MD of Ritesh Properties and
Industries Limited, a group of 18
firms with offices across India.
Besides manufacture and export
of garments, the firm is involved

in real estate, housing, industrial
and commercial sectors and has
developed the Hampton Business
Park and Hampton Homes on
Ludhiana's Chandigarh Road.
Arora is also the chairperson of
the Krishna Pran Breast Cancer
Charitable Trust, which he
founded in 2005 after his mother
died of breast cancer. The trust
provides free treatment to needy
cancer patients.

Mittal, along with his brothers
Naresh Mittal and Ramesh Mittal,
has expanded the family business
setup by his late father, Baldev Raj
Mittal, who started with a small
shopinJalandhar Cantonmentin
1964.The Mittal family set up the
Lovely Professional University
(LPU)--the first private university
inthe state -- in 2005.

Ukraine teen

over 2 million so far.

Tall, lean and mild-mannered,
the 17-year-old is wary of having
his phototaken orevensharing his
last name. “My parents are still in
Kyiv,” he says. Heis alsoapprehen-
siveabout hisfuturein Poland, even
though the country has openedits
armstothe refugees, offering shel-
ter, jobsand education for children.

Gregory doesn't know Polish
and is struggling to fit in. Then,
there's school. “Ukrainians who
come here and do not know
Polish are sent two grades down.
Iamin the final year of school but
if I continue in a Polish school, I
will be sent to Grade 9. I will not
dothat,” he says.

On March 18, Poland’s
Education Minister Przemyslaw
Czarnek posted on Twitter that
75,000 children of Ukrainian
refugees “are already in Polish
schools”. Of them, 10 per cent
are in preparatory departments,
and 90 per cent in Polish class.
“We estimate that there will be
700,000 children who can apply
to Polish schools,” he wrote.
Czarney had earlier spoken
about ensuring that the Polish
education systemis notdisrupted.

Gregory had hoped to
study Computer Science in
Lviv after graduating from
school. Now, he does not want
to spend two years in Poland
studying what he has already
learned. He is hoping that
Ukraine will issue documents
endorsing the grades of stu-
dents like him, and that other
countries would accept them.

Looking back on his journey,
Gregory recalls that when they
woke up on February 24, “we
knew that the war had started”
and his mother “said to me that
you are going to leave”.

The family found out that
some of his mother’s friends were
going to Poland in a car. She re-
quested them to take him along.
They drove to Uzzhorod, a city
close to Slovakia. “The normal
route used to take about nine
hours or so. But it took us two-
and-a-half days,” he said.

Soon, they decided to move to
Budapest in Hungary from where
Gregory flew to Warsaw, to stay
withhissisterwhoisbased there.In
Kyiv, he says, his father is helping
Ukraine'sarmed forcesbut "hasn't
yet used the weapons" issued to
him. The family had an online
sports equipment business before
thewar,and used tocreate training
machinery for alpine skiers. But all
thatis gone - at least for now.

Gregory's parents and grand-
parents wanted him to leave “be-
cause they wanted me to have a
future”. For themselves, “they de-
cided that they will stay backand
help the country in any way”.

With Russian forces stalled by
the Ukrainiansjust 50 kmoutside
the city, Gregory is “scared for my
family". "I speak to them every
day,” he says.

Asked about the future of his
country, Gregory is clear. “We
shouldn'tagree to Russian terms.
[ think we should fight the war. If
we continue fighting, it will lead
tomore destruction, butif we sur-
render, there will be a lot of de-
struction in the distant future.”
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Cardiologist sacked after death of
3 patients at Rajiv Gandhi hospital

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

AN ASSOCIATE professor of car-
diology, working on contractual
basis at Delhi government’s
Rajiv Gandhi Super Specialty
Hospital, was terminated from
service after the death of three
patients with heart blockage
earlier this month on orders
from the Delhi Secretariat.
“...on recommendations of
appropriate authority hereby or-
ders the immediate termination

New hospitals, health cards, emergency Covid fund
likely to get lion’s share of this year’s health budget

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

THE BULK of Delhi’s healthcare
budget this year is likely to be al-
located mainly to three projects
— expansion of infrastructure,
emergency funds for Covid man-
agement, and providing cloud-
based health cards to residents,
according to officials in the know
of the matter. The budget will also
carry forward the 100 mahilamo-
halla clinics project announced
last year for which work was held
up amidst the pandemic.

Last year, the healthcare sec-
tor received an allocation of Rs
9,934 crore, accounting for 14%
of the total outlay.

When it comes to the expan-
sion of infrastructure, the gov-
ernment will focus on ongoing
construction of four hospitals —
a2,716-bed hospital at Siraspur
and three 671-bed hospitals at
Madipur, Hastsal, and Jwalapuri.

of services of Dr Praveen Singh,
associate professor (cardiology)
currently working on contract
basis in Rajiv Gandhi Super
Specialty hospital,” read the or-
der from the government’s
health and family department.
Action against the doctor was
initiated on March 10 before a
committee was set up to review
the matter. On why the doctor
was terminated, hospital med-
ical director Dr Sanjay Aggarwal
said, “The order came from the
Delhi Secretariat and not the
hospital. The secretariat can

Nine existing hospitals will also
be remodelled to increase the
number of beds, as per the
budget proposals in the works.
What is new is the construc-
tion of semi-permanent struc-
tures at Sarita Vihar, Shalimar
Bagh, Sultanpuri, Kirari,
Raghubir Nagar, GTB Hospital
Campus and Chacha Nehru Bal
Chikitsalaya. These can be
quickly built and will last for
about 30 years. Construction of
the 7 structures was cleared by
the cabinet in the second half of
2021 and was never part of the
budget outlay. These will add
6,800 beds and is expected to
take six months to finish.
“There was a lot of money be-
ing spent in maintaining tempo-
rary structures in places such as
the Ramlila ground for treatment
of Covid patients. The semi-per-
manent structures will increase
the number of beds and last for
years,” said a government official.
The government will set aside

speak of the reasons.”

Dr Singh did not respond to
requests seeking a comment.

Officials in the health depart-
ment could not be reached for a
comment.

The four-member committee
was meeting for the second time
onMonday and is yet to submita
report to the government. The
committee is still investigating al-
legations of “medical negligence”.
“There has been no conclusion as
yet, doctors are investigating the
matter,” said one of the members,
on condition of anonymity.

Last year, the healthcare
sector received an allocation
of Rs 9,934 crore. Archive

The committee comprises Dr
M A Geelani, professor of cardio-
thoracic and vascular surgery at
GB Pant hospital; Dr Ranjit
Kumar Nath, head of the depart-
ment of cardiology at Dr Ram
Manohar Lohia hospital; Dr
Girish MP, professor of cardiol-
ogy at GB Pant hospital; and Dr
Ankit Bansal, assistant professor
of cardiology at GB Pant hospital.

Doctors from the hospital
earlier told The Indian Express
that the three patients were very
illand were taken to the cath lab
for stenting. They had said two

an emergency Covid fund, which
can be used to buy consumables
or pay additional healthcare
workers in case of a surge again.
Itislikely to reduce funding for
the Covid vaccination drive, with
all eligible people over the age of
15 already having received their
first dose and nearly 88% their sec-
ond dose. The government had set
aside Rs 50 crore to ensure free
vaccines can be provided to all
Delhi residents; the Centre an-
nounced last June after the Delhi
budget that free vaccines will be

of the three patients died before
the stent was placed.

Stenting is a procedure where
a cylindrical hollow mesh is put
inside the blocked vessel to open
it up. When done in an emer-
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SKYWATCH

4 FORECAST: Mar22
G Clear sky. Strong surface
* winds(speed 20-30 kmph)
duringthe day

MAX: 36
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DRDO scientist held in Rohini blast case
was ‘inspired’ by shootout: Chargesheet

New Delhi: The Delhi Police
Special Cell has filed a
chargesheet against a 47-year-
old DRDO scientist, arrested last
December for allegedly planting
anIED and bombing a section of
the Rohini court complex.

The chargesheet alleges he
was “inspired” by the Rohini
courtroom firing last September
in which three gangsters were

killed. The accused, Bharat
Bhushan Kataria, allegedly
wanted to take revenge on his
neighbour Amit Vashisht and
decided to bomb the place to
“eliminate him”, said police.
Police Monday claimed they
have enough technical evidence
against the scientist and will file
a supplementary chargesheet
based on the FSL report. The

chargesheet has been filed at the
Patiala House Court. It mentions
that the accused “deliberately”
placed and triggered the IED us-
ing aremote trigger to kill his rival.

DCP(Special Cell) RajivRanjan
Singh said, “Sufficient evidence
has come on record to establish
culpability of the accused.” The
chargesheet also details how he
made the bomb. ENS

gency situation — like when a pa-

tient is having a heart attack —
doctors try to reduce the door to
needle time because the longer
the blockage remains, the more
the heart muscle gets damaged.
Two of the three patients who
died were men between the ages
of 30 and 40 years, while the third
was a woman above 60 years.

3T 2022 ¥ YE B & e iggfaa

from August 2022.

made available for all and not just
those above the age of 45 years.

The QR code-based health
cards to store medical records of
residents have also been in the
pipeline and will again receive al-
location, as per officials.

applications are invited from Indian citizens for admission to the following programs scheduled to commence

1. fafu= fawai statq Sfae fagm, warm fasm, dege famm, gedt @ e famm, amfaa wd wmires famm,
Tfordra fasme e wifaas fawmr # dieerst / Ph.D in various disciplines viz. Biological Sciences,

Chemical Sciences, Computer Sciences, Earth & Planetary Sciences, Humanities & Social
Sciences, Mathematical Sciences and Physical Sciences

2. it fasm & ot § tahgd THTaE-fiuerst/ Integrated MSc-PhD in the School of Physical Sciences
B Y I T/ T Yok T foral ST | FRmTgaR TRIeT/ SraTehi 3 T gard T3 snafirli &l o7H-S1 & foe ted
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Po-Bhimpur-Padanpur,Via-Jatni,Dist-Khurda-752050
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Advertisement for Admission to the PhD and Integrated MSc-PhD programs at NISER
for the Academic Year 2022-2023 Summer Session
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The official added: “Work on
the mahila mohalla clinics could
unfortunately not be started last
year because of Covid. It will be
taken up this year.” These will
work on the lines of existing
mohalla clinics but will focus on
gynaecological issues.

selection procedure.
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Kindly refer to our website https://www.niser.ac.in for details regarding eligibility criteria, application and
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BUREAU OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY

(A Statutory body under Ministry of Power, Government of India)
4th Floor, Sewa Bhawan, R. K. Puram, New Delhi — 110066

Website: www.beeindia.gov.in, Ph: 011-26766700

KIND ATTENTION : ENERGY USERS IN 13 NOTIFIED SECTORS

Submission of Report on the Status of Energy Consumption
under Energy Conservation Act 2001 (52 of 2001)

All users/class of users of energy in the following energy intensive sectors having Annual Energy Consumption
of and above the specified limit shown against the following energy intensive sectors are notified as
designated consumers vide S.0. 394 (E) dated the 12" March, 2007, S.0. 3542 (E) dated 29" Dec. 2015, S.O.
1388(E) dated 02™ May, 2017 and 502147 (E) Dated 17th June, 2020, under clause (e) of section 14 of the
Energy Conservation Act (52 of 2001).

ﬂ Notified Sector

Threshold Energy Consumption in metric
tonne of oil equivalent (mtoe) per year

EXPRESS

dreers
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&\) CENTRAL WAREHOUSING CORPORATION

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

=
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Advertisement No. 09 / 2021-22
Advertisement for Appointment of Chief Risk Officer

and Chief Information Officer on Contract Basis

IDBI Bank Ltd

Regd. Office: IDBI Tower, WTC Complex, Cuffe Parade,
Mumbai 400 005. Tel. (022) 6655 3355

Invites applications for the following posts on Contract Basis.

4/1, Siri Institutional Area, August Kranti Marg,
Hauz Khas, New Delhi-110016, Ph: 011-26566107
Warehousing for Everyone

CWC CO-PDORECT/5/2020-PERSONNEL-Part(1) Date: 17.03.2022
Applications are invited from retired Officials of Central/State Govt. and
PSUs who have superannuated as Group A and B Officer to work as
Consultant at CWC, Corporate Office. The applicants shall have to apply
online for the post of Consultant through the Online Link:
https://cwceportal.com/Careers by 01.04.2022. Further, details may be

seen at our website: www.cewacor.nic.in
Assistant General Manager (Personnel)
CWC, C.0., New Delhi

Sr No Post Name No. of Posts
1 Chief Risk Officer 1
2 Chief Information Officer 1

For details with regard to eligibility criteria i.e. age, qualifications, work
experience etc. and to apply, please visit the Careers Page on Bank’s
website www.idbibank.in.

Applications received on or before 31.03.2022 will be considered.

NOTE: IDBI Bank reserves the right to accept or reject any/ all

Mumbai Port Authority

) Invites applications for the posts of
(i) Legal Advisor -1 post on contract basis.
(ii) Accounts Officer -4 Posts on Contract basis.

Detailed conditions regarding educational
qualifications, age, experience etc. and application
form are available on Port's website
www.mumbaiport.gov.in under "media/vacancy"

Aluminium . o d
1. 7,500 menu. Last date for receipt of application is
2. | Cement 06/04/2022. s ¢
B ecreta
(a) Integrated Cement Unit 30,000 MbPT-30-2022 i
(b) Cement Grinding Unit 10,000 —
- — - HLL Lifecare Limited (HLL) a Schedule B, Mini Ratna,
3. Commercial Buildings or Establishments Central Public Sector Enterprise under the Ministry of Health
a) Hotels & Family Welfare is India's leading manufacturers and
(a) - 500 marketers of Contraceptives, Health Care and Pharma
(b) Airports 500 products. HLL is now looking for value driven professionals
4 Chlor-Alkali 12.000 with right attitude for the following positions:
. 7
Deputy Manager (Finance) | Fixed Term Contract
5. E|ECTCF'IC|W Distribution Companies (DISCOMs)* | All licensed distribution companies by SERC/JERC For more details and fo apply, please visif
6. Fertilizer 30,000 www.lifecarehll.com/careers on or before 05.04.2022.
SC/ST/OBC/PwD candidates will be eligible for relaxation
7. Iron & Steel 20,000 as per Govt. of India directives.
8. Pulp & Paper 20,000 =
i i U ey fafes N . S
9. Petroleum Refineries 90,000 LM(L%%?%) 17 ﬂ%k;ﬁ?ﬁgﬁigﬁﬂ;‘}gg
hemical units havi K CIN: U25193 KL 1966 GOI 002621
10. Petrochemical units having gas crackers or 1,00,000 Corporate & Regd. Office: Poojappura, Thiruvananthapuram-695 012, Kerala
naphtha crackers or both ZRey Nt & forw arareduor | Innovating for Healthy Generations
11. | Railways
(a) All Zonal Railways (Traction) 70,000
(b) Workshops 750 JSeseesaworion 7z |
Amrit Mahotsav
(C) 8 Production Factories of Railways namely ) www.rbi.org.in Ot N 22
|CF, RCF, CLW’ DLW, DCW[ RWF’ MCF & RWP . égggff;ié)ggk;ﬁdigvited for recruitment to following posts in the
12. Textile 3 000 S.No.| Advt. No. Posts Vacancies
" - 1 |2/2021-22|Officers in Grade 'B' (DR)- General-PY 2022 238
13. | Thermal Power Stations 30,000 2 |22021-22 Offcers in Grade B (OR) Deparimentof, 31
conomic an Olicy Researcl -|
[*Energy Consumption of DISCOMs shall be considered equivalent to the total of Aggregate Technical & Commercial 3 |2/2021-22|Officers in Grade 'B’ (DR)- Department of 25
Losses (AT & C), which is equivalent to 1000 Million kWh) Statistics and Information Management (DSIM)-
: f : f : : 4 |3/2021-22 |Assistant Manager-Rajbhasha-PY 2021 06
All umt;/_estabhshment consuming more than the listed threshold energy consumption under respective 5 13/2021-22 |Assistant Manager-Protocol & Security-PY.2071 0
sectors, notified by the Central Government underS.0. 1264 (E) dated 31st March, 2016 and S.0. 998(E) dated 30th 2. For all other details such as eligibility criteria. reservation of vacancies, scheme
March, 2017, S.0. 1409(E) dated 28th March, 2018, S.0. 1473(E) dated 29th March, 2019, S.0. 1254(E) dated 13th gfgflfgt'tgg gggq;ésds'ggvgfng; r'gg tagg"ggtggbﬁggegtgﬁ ;ﬂgtrgmnss Mpe'ggﬁg
i .0. i i .rbi.org. March 28, 2022 and in the Empl News/ R
Aprll, 2020, S.0. 4491 (E) dated 26th Qc‘Fober, 2021 are requested to submit to the concerned dg5|gnated agency, {www.rbi.org.in) on March 2 2 ZOZ;PSllrl]JsteZuerngic;);rlj]g.m(:ar?gzategzgaar:
with a copy to the Bureau of Energy Efficiency, a report on the status of Annual Energy Consumption, together with apply for these posts only by online mode through the Bank's website.
their annual production, for the last two years, namely, 2020-21 and 2021-22 in Form 1 notified under clause (I) of 3. IMPORTANT DATES: _ _
Section 14 of the Energy Conservation Act, 2001 (52 of 2001), duly authenticated by the Energy Manager/Chief B ol e 20N ot Applications & Meren, 28, 2 e
Executive Officer. (till 06.00 PM)
. ) . Phase | online examination of Grade B (DR)-General May 28, 2022
A copy of the required sector applicable Pro-forma or Form-I could be downloaded from BEE website: Phase Il online / written examination for Grade B DR- June 25, 2022
https://beeindia.gov.in/content/pat-performa. General
Phase | — Paper | Online Examination of Grade B DR- July 02, 2022
If any person fails to submit a report on the status of annual consumption etc by 30" June, 2022, he shall be liable to DEPR/DSIM - een erErade Y
apenalty under clause 26 of the Energy Conservation Act, 2001. ghaje g/g?qpeDréLEgg:ﬁnline / written examination for August 06, 2022
rade -
For more information/query please contact us on 011-26766700 or send mail on newdc@beenet.in. Online/Written Examination for Assistant Manager- May 21, 2022
L . Rajbhasha and Protocol & Security
Mission Director NOTE: Corrigen('jum, if any, issued on the above advertisement, will be published
DAVP 34106/12/0021/2122 NMEEE | | 8o agran. banik Bhaskr, Rejasthan Patrika and Navoharat Tmes) -

application(s) without assigning any reason(s) thereof.
B s Banks Board Bureau
Cunid, An Autonomous Body of Government of India

Extends the last date of submission of application for the positions of
DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR (LENDING AND PROJECT FINANCE),
DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR (CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER) &
DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR (CHIEF RISK OFFICER)
OF

NATIONAL BANK FOR FINANCING INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT
With reference to Bureau’s earlier advertisement dated February 14, 2022 inviting applications for
the aforementioned three positions of DMD in NaBFID, itis informed that there has been extension of
the last date of submission of the applications, relaxation in the eligibility criteria and updation of
compensation package, which are as follows:
Eligibility criteria and given Relaxation:
(A) The candidate should be of age not more than 59 years as on January 31, 2022 with education
qualification of Graduate or equivalent or professional qualification of CA/ MBA or equivalent; and
(B) Should have a minimum experience of 20 years in mainstream banking or financial lending
business such as SCBs, AlFls, NBFCs or multilateral institutions of which at least one year of
experience should be at a Board level position as on January 31, 2022, including part or whole of
this experience in an institution with a balance sheet of more than 3 lakh crore as of 31.03.2021
(C) There has been some relaxation in the experience criteria in all the three positions of DMD. For
further details, please refer to the detailed advertisement on https://banksboardbureau.org.in/
underthe “Vacancies and Recommendations” tab.
Salary & Allowances: Total compensation (total of fixed pay and performance bonus) not
exceeding % 2.62 crore per annum.
Last date of application: 5:00 pm on 08-Apr-2022
For details of the other eligibility terms and conditions for each of DMD position, please see the
advertisement on https://banksboardbureau.org.in/ under the “Vacancies and Recommendations”
tab or on https:/www.sidbi.in/en
How to apply: Interested candidates can apply online through the link available on
https://banksboardbureau.org.in/ under the “Vacancies and Recommendations” tab or directly at
https://www.research.net/r/DMDLPFNaBFID for (DMD - LPF),
https://www.research.net/r/DMDCFONaBFID for (DMD - CFO) and
https://www.research.net//DMDCRONaBFID (for DMD - CRO).
The candidates who had applied for the positions vide our advertisement issued earfier in February
2022, need not apply again, as their application is already with the Bureau and the Bureau wilf
process their applications based on new relaxed criteria.
Note: Al further announcements/details including corrigendum, if any, about this process will be
published/provided on our official website http://banksboardbureau.org.in.

New Delhi
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT KOZHINODE

1 Kozhiksoda Campes PO, Kozhod 671 570, Kerala

FACULTY RECRUITMENT

ADVERTISEMENT WO, A 2071

1M Kozhikode anviees onlive  appliciiiors from lisdian
radionals including Owersens Citizens of Indin for ke follow-
my posts m Finanoe, Accounting and Contrel area:

* Professor (UR-01)

= Associabe Professor (LH-1}

Minimum  Califleadon: FhO, or equeivalent degres in
upprogriste subjects wiil first clnss peequivalem at the preceding
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VACCINATIONS IN DELHI: TOTAL Total |Vacant | NOIDA
LAST 24 HOURS CASES HOSPITAL BEDS 10,244 10,165 Mar20 | Mar21
5,257 18,63,899 | icuses 2,324 12298 |cCases |1  |NA
M T PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: Bd Cases | Recoveries | Deaths | Tests Deaths|0 NA
CORONAVIRUS  gxygen suppogt 12 | St L 22755 | GURGAON
Mar 21 108 98 0 22,079 Cases |46 47
IN THE CAPITAL  VENTILATOR SUPPORT 2 | Toui | 5057 T 1837247 | 26047 | 37115457
*Total active cases in Delhi Deaths |0 0

—— BRIEFLY —

CMcalls for
plantotackle
waterlogging,
drainage woes

New Delhi: To resolve wa-
terlogging and drainage
issues across the city, the
Delhi government has de-
cided to rope in consult-
ants to prepare a detailed
blueprint and implement
the ‘Drainage Master Plan’.
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, who is person-
ally monitoring the proj-
ect, also held a review
meeting to discuss the
master plan on Monday at
the Delhi Secretariat. The
meeting was also at-
tended by Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia, who
holds the PWD portfolio.
“We have been working
very hard to resolve
Delhi’s drainage and wa-
terlogging problems. This
is our dream project. We
should initiate discussions
with all caretaker agencies
and ask them to let us
have charge of transform-
ing the drainage system. A
plan must be chalked out
for this purpose so that
requisite approvals can be
sought for,” said Kejriwal.

Man ‘cheats’
investors of
Rs13cr, held

New Delhi: The Economic
Offences Wing of the Delhi
Police arrested a business-
man for allegedly cheating
55 investors of Rs 13 crore
on the pretext of providing
them flats in Rewari,
Haryana. Police said the
accused, Dinesh Sharma,
was declared a proclaimed
offender by a Delhi court
in connection with two
EOW cases. He was ar-
rested from the IGI Airport
two days ago. JCP (EOW)
Chhaya Sharma said
Dinesh ran a company
called Asian Developers
Pvt Ltd. He offered public
flats and commercial units
in Sector 2, Bawal, Rewari.

Tunnelling
work begins
onrapid rail
corridor

New Delhi: The National
Capital Regional Transport
Corporation has begun
tunnelling work at Anand
Vihar for India’s first re-
gional rapid transit system
corridor between Delhi,
Ghaziabad and Meerut,
said officials. Under this
process, a 90-metre long
tunnel boring machine
has started constructing a
tunnel from Anand Vihar
to New Ashok Nagar side.

5 ‘Sarvodaya’
schoolstobe
setupincity

New Delhi: Five more gov-
ernment schools will start
functioning as ‘Sarvodaya
Vidyalayas’ — with pri-
mary and pre-primary
classes — from the 2022-
2023 academic year. Of
the 1,067 schools run by
Delhi government, 442 are
classified as ‘Sarvodaya’
which start from either
classIor nursery. ENS

Traffic movement will be allowed on the underpass between 6 am and 10 pm, said PWD officials. Praveen Khanna

WORK TO BE DONE BEFORE MARCH 31

Ashram underpass opens today on
trial basis, finishing touches remain

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

THE ASHRAM underpass will be
opened for traffic movement
from Tuesday on a trial basis.
The actual opening, however,
might take a while longer as fin-
ishing work is yet to be com-
pleted by the Public Works
Department (PWD). This could
take another 10 days.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, who took charge
as PWD minister last month, had
said the underpass will be
opened to the public by March
22. A senior PWD official work-
ing on the project said: “The un-
derpassisalmost ready, and traf-

ficmovement will be allowed on
the stretch partially between 6
amand 10 pm. In the night hours,
we will complete work that re-
mains. Construction is com-
pletely done, only roof, ramps
and other work such as con-
structing footpaths, repairing
roads damaged due to construc-
tion, and a safety audit is left.”
As per officials, the depart-
ment is targeting to finish the
work, including the safety audit,
before March 31. “The project is
already delayed and commuters
are facing a lot of problems. So,
we want to finish work on time.
Onceitis done,afinal date forin-
auguration will be announced by
the government,” said an official.
The underpass will connect

Infant found dead
inside microwave,
mother questioned

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

ATWO-MONTH-OLD girl child
was found dead inside a mi-
crowave oven at her home in
South Delhi on Monday after-
noon. According to police, the
child’s mother has been brought
in for questioning after the fam-
ily alleged that she may have
killed her.

Police said they received a
call around 4.30 pm about the
incident. The infant, wrapped in
a cloth, was recovered from the
oven and rushed to a hospital by
family members.

DCP (South) Benita Mary
Jaiker said, “We received a call
that an infant was missing. Staff
from Malviya Nagar police sta-
tion rushed to the spot.
Neighbours then informed us
that they found the girl in an old
oven. The cause of death s yet to
be ascertained. We are question-
ing the mother and other family
members to ascertain the facts
and sequence of events.”

At the time of the incident,
the child’s father and other fam-
ily members were at a depart-
mental store that they run near
the house. They alleged that

OVER 23,000 BirDS COUNTED

In a first, bird census across 7 biodiversity parks in city finds 159 species

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

ABIRD census conducted at the
seven biodiversity parks in Delhi
last month counted 159 species
of birds. This is the first such cen-
sus conducted systematically to-
gether across all biodiversity
parks in the city.

Atotal of 23,907 birds were
counted. The highest number
of species, 99, was recorded at
Delhi’s oldest biodiversity park
— the Yamuna Biodiversity

Park, near Wazirabad, which
was set up in 2002, and has
both forest and wetland
ecosystems.

This was followed by the
Aravalli Biodiversity Park, near
Vasant Kunj, where 92 species
of birds were recorded. The
Kalindi biodiversity park
recorded 73 species, while 69
species were counted at the
Tughlagabad biodiversity park.
Smaller numbers of species
were counted at Kamala Nehru
biodiversity park (66 species),
Tilpath Valley biodiversity park

DCP (South) said the
cause of death is yet to
be ascertained

around 3 pm, the woman was
heard allegedly beating up her
elder child, a four-year-old boy.
When they rushed upstairs to
stop her, she locked herself and
the boy in the room.

“We later broke open the
door and found her lying uncon-
scious and took her to the hospi-
tal. Meanwhile, we realised that
the infant girl was missing. The
woman refused to speak about
the child, and we got scared,”
said a family member.

Speaking to the media, the
baby’s grandfather alleged, “I
was sleeping downstairs when [
heard noises. | was told that the
baby was missing. We all
searched nearby houses and
lanes, checked tanks and rooms...
After some time, a few boys
went to the terrace and opened
aroom there. They found the
baby’s body stashed in an old
oven... she was dead. We think
her mother killed her as she was
the only one at home. She was
unhappy with the baby...”

(59 species) and Neela Hauz
biodiversity park (36 species).

The census, conducted from
February 23 to 26, recorded
species like the Brown Shrike,
Eastern Orphean Warbler, and
Steppe Eagle, said Aisha Sultana,
wildlife ecologist at the
Biodiversity Parks Programme
of the Centre for Environment
Management of Degraded
Ecosystems, Delhi University.
The highest numbers were of
the Jungle Babbler, parakeets,
bulbuls and cormorants.

The census helped to com-

Bhogal to Badarpur. “There might
be some hiccups on the first day
(tomorrow), but several com-
muters traveling from Faridabad,
Badarpur, Ashram Chowk to
New Delhi and East Delhi areas
such asIndia Gate, ITO and Laxmi
Nagar will soon have a smooth
commute,” added the official.

Due to the construction,
Ashram Chowk, Ring Road, CV
Raman Marg, Mathura Road and
inner roads of residential
colonies like Sunlight Colony, CV
Raman Marg, CRRI colony,
Sukhdev Vihar, Lajpat Nagar IV,
Amar Colony and others are
heavily choked, even during
non-peak hours.

Nearly, 3 lakh vehicles use
this road daily. Work on the 750-

metre-long underpass began in
2019 but was delayed by road
closures due to the Shaheen
Bagh protest, Covid lockdown
and the construction ban due to
pollution.

Experts, however, said that
the underpass may not provide
major relief as work on the
Ashram Flyover extension re-
mains. Moreover, the PWD has
also started repairs on the Modi
Mill flyover and Mathura Road,
which are alternate routes for
commuters to escape the
Ashram traffic.

“There will not be major re-
lief at Ashram Chowk due to on-
going construction work. A
safety audit is always conducted
before two-three months, but

the department appears to be
rushing to meet their deadline.
Besides, there is no proper cross-
ing facility for pedestrians. The
PWD should at least provide
safe walking facilities as it is a
busy route. Besides, signboards
and crash barriers are essential
and important for safety of com-
muters as well as pedestrians,”
said S Velmurugan, chief scien-
tistat CRRL

Work on the extension of the
six-lane Ashram flyover till DND
will take at least eight more
months to be completed. It is
meant to ease traffic snarls on the
Sarai Kale Khan stretch and pro-
vide a smooth commute be-
tween DND and Lajpat Nagar and
Lajpat Nagar to Sarai Kale Khan.

Happiness classes, learning
assessment: Plan to ease

govt school stu

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

WITH CLASSES moving com-
pletely offline from April 1, Delhi
government schools will devote
two hours every day for the first
quarter of the academic year to
foundational reading, writing,
numeracy and wellness for stu-
dents up to class IX.

While schools opened on
February 7 for class IX-XIl and on
February 14 for younger stu-
dents, they have been operating
in the hybrid mode — it has been
optional for students to attend
offline classes. However, from
April 1, the option of attending
classes remotely will be done
away with and schools will go
back to operating completely of-
fline for the first time since the
start of the pandemic.

Once schools open com-
pletely, the focus till June 15 for
students up to class IXwill be on
Mission Buniyaad — the govern-
ment’s foundational reading,
writing and numeracy pro-
gramme aimed at addressing
students’ needs at their respec-
tive learning levels — and the
Happiness Curriculum.
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dg:nts back

ing loss in the past two years”.

Accordingtoa ‘two-phase ac-
tion plan’ designed by the DoE “to
rebuild competencies of students
after Covid”, till April 1, teachers
will go through refresher train-
ing on Mission Buniyaad, and
baseline assessment of learning
levels will be conducted for new
students and those who have not
attended school yet. Parent-
teacher meetings will also be
held to inform parents about the
programme and encourage them
to ensure regular attendance by
their children.

The focus till June 15 for In the first phase, during the
studentsuptoclass9willbe  first 10 days, the entire school
on Happiness Curriculum time will be dedicated to

and Mission Buniyaad. Archive

So far, both Mission
Buniyaad and Happiness
Curriculum have been covering
students up to class VIIL
However, as schools try to make
their way back to recovery, the
Directorate of Education (DoE)
has decided to extend both to
class IX students as well “as all
their previous classes in the past
two years were conducted on-
line and they might need assis-
tance to recover from the learn-

Itrecorded species like Brown Shrike (left) and Grey Bush Chat

Mission Buniyaad, Happiness
classes, revision of worksheets
they had completed during
school closures and library and
reading periods.

In the second phase, which
will be from April 11 to June 25,
two hours of each school day
will be divided between 30 min-
utes of happiness classes, 45
minutes for Hindi reading and
writing, and 45 minutes for ba-
sic maths. In addition to this, an
assessment will be conducted
every Saturday to track the
progress of the students.

pare different habitat types —
forests, wetlands, grasslands
and shrublands, that have been
recreated at these biodiversity
parks, she said. How the birds
occupy these habitats, and
whether they are found in the
upper, middle or lower canopy,
was also observed.

Atotal of 94 resident species,
57 migratory species, and five
summer migratory species were
recorded. The Purple Sunbird
was found to be the only bird
that feeds on flower nectar.

The species counted is a very

New Delhi

| Coaching giants

started prep for
common entrance
test much earlier

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

WHILE THE University Grants
Commission (UGC) chairman
announced details of the Central
Universities Common Entrance
Test (CUCET) Monday, major
players in the coaching industry
had long begun preparatory ses-
sions — with several offering
coaching for this particular ex-
amination for the first time.

The scope for the CUCET has
expanded several-fold for the
2022-2023 academic session.
While it was the gateway exami-
nation for 12 central universities
in 2021, undergraduate admis-
sionsinall central universities will
be held only on the basis of their
CUCET score from this year —
making it the only filter for admis-
sions for some of the most sought
after undergraduate varsities
such as Delhi University, Banaras
Hindu University, Jamia Millia
Islamia, University of Hyderabad
and Aligarh Muslim University.

Coaching giants such as
Aakash, BYJU’s and Career
Launcher are among those who
had begun offering preparatory
classes and test series for this ex-
amination.

Aakash, which specialises in
preparation for the JEE and NEET,
is offering coaching and test se-
ries courses for the CUCET for the
first time — but only for science
aspirants. They launched their
first batch on March 11, and a
second batch is proposed to be
launched in early June.

So far, the institutes have
been developing all the content
and test paperwork along the
lines of previous years’ format.
“We have designed and devel-
oped entirely new study mate-
rial keeping the syllabus and pat-
tern of questions of CUCET at the
core of its development process...
However, we shall be immedi-
ately making changes as per the
requirements,” said Anurag
Tiwari, National Academic

Director (Medical) at Aakash.

In2021, the exam consisted of
two sections— Part Awhich tested
English language, general aware-
ness, mathematical aptitude,and
analytical skills; and Part Bwhich
tested domain knowledge. In
2022, there will be three sections
— Section I will cover languages,
Section Il will have subject-spe-
cific questions and Section Il will
be a general test.

Career Launcher had started
its sessions as early as January,
and this is the first time it is of-
fering CUCET coaching as well.

“We had been helping stu-
dents prepare for some of the
different entrance exams by cen-
tral universities suchas BHU and
DU for some courses. Till 2021,
CUCET had lesser-known uni-
versities under it. So this is the
first time we're offering CUCET
coaching and there is a lot of in-
terest — a 50%-60% jump in reg-
istrations compared to what we
had seen for the programmes for
different central universities in
the past. There are students
preparing for other exams such
as CAT and IPM who are also
preparing for it to keep their op-
tions open,” said Amitendra
Kumar, product head for CUCET
at Career Launcher.

On starting classes far before
the official UGC notification onit,
he said, “... As an institution, we
understand format as exact
nitty-gritty of how much time,
how many questions. What had
emerged through statements by
officials and vice-chancellors so
far is that this entrance will test
aptitude and subject knowledge,
that is what we are covering. We
started early because students are
not going to have much time af-
ter their board exams to prepare.”

Other major institutes in-
clude Vidyamandir Classes,
BYJU’s Exam Prep, Unacademy,
Pratham Online — offering up to
300 hours of preparation
through online and offline
classes and testing, so far based
on the past formats.

Several centres are offering coaching for CUCET for the first

time. Archive

More STPs, plan for 24x7
water supply on DJB agenda

New Delhi: Sewage treatment
plants with a combined capac-
ity of 239 million gallons per day
(MGD) will be added to the
treatment network by June
2023, as per a communication
from the Delhi Jal Board (DJB).
Of these new plants, one at
Okhla will be completed by
December. Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal directed officials to en-
sure that the process of taking
sewer connections is made more
convenient. “The sewer lines

good number, said M Shah
Hussain, scientist-in-charge at
the Aravalli Biodiversity Park,
where efforts have been made
to restore the natural ecosystem
of the Aravallis at erstwhile
mining pits. The parks are “re-
established” habitats for birds,
and the census indicates that
they have provided the birds
with the space for nesting and
breeding, he said.

Faiyaz Khudsar, the scientist
in charge of the Biodiversity
Parks Programme, said data is
being collected on mammals

have been laid across Delhi, but
taking sewer connections must
be made time-bound for resi-
dents. There should be no laxity
in the process,” he said.

Toensureaclean Yamuna, all
water that will flow into the river
will be treated at STPs, as per the
communication. Kejriwal held a
review meeting with officials on
the Jal Board'’s projects. An action
plan to provide round-the-clock
water supply to all households
was also discussed. ENS

and butterflies at these parks as
well, and it can help map
changes in a few years. Ground
nesting birds may decrease due
to unseasonal rainfall and flood-
ing of the Yamuna which canim-
pact ground vegetation, he
pointed out.

“When we have data for a
few years, we can see what sort
of species are getting affected by
climate change,” he added.

The biodiversity parks are
spread out over the natural land-
scapes of the Yamuna river and
the Aravalli hill ranges.
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Sawant stakes claimto

MAYURA JANWALKAR
PANAJI, MARCH 21

THE BJP on Monday picked
Pramod Sawant, 48, as its chief
minister designate in Goa, put-
ting to rest all the speculations.

After the two-hour-long
meeting of the BJP legislature
party, central observer Union
Minister for Agriculture
Narendra Singh Tomar said,
“Former health minister
Vishwajit Rane proposed
Sawant's name for the CM post.
The proposal was endorsed by
all the MLAs. I heartily congratu-
late Dr Sawant.”

Soon after Sawant was de-
clared the Chief Minister desig-
nate, he approached Governor P
S Sreedharan Pillai to stake claim
to form the next government
with the support of the
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak
Party (MGP) and three
Independent MLAs. The move
comes 11 days after legislative
assembly election results were
declared.

Sawant led the BJP in Goa in
the recently held legislative as-
sembly elections in which the

MANIPUR

Pramod Sawant

party won 20 of 40 seats. He
served as the CM since March
2019 after Manohar Parrikar
passed away.

“I would first like to thank
Prime Minister Narendra Modiji,
our party president | P Nadda ji
and Union Home Minister Amit
(bhai) Shah for giving me one
more opportunity to be the CM
and the leader of the legislature
party. [ am grateful to our party
leaders for reposing faith in me
again. We have the support of the
MGP and we will together stake
claim to form the government,”
Sawant said after he was declared
the chief minister designate.

Though the saffron party’s
top leadership, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah, had
endorsed Sawant during the

Manipur CM Biren Singh with BJP president ] P Nadda at his
swearing-in ceremony in Imphal on Monday. P11

Biren takes oath as
CM for second term

JIMMY LEIVON
IMPHAL, MARCH 21

N BIREN Singh was sworn in as
the chief minister of Manipur for
the second consecutive term on
Monday. The oath of office was
administered by Manipur
Governor La. Ganesan at the Raj

Bhawan in Imphal.
Further, four BJP MLAs - Th
Biswajit  Singh, Yumnam

Khemchand Singh, Govindas
Konthoujam and Nemcha Kipgen
- and Naga People’s Front (NPF)
leader Awangbou Newmai were
appointed as cabinet ministers.
Addressing the mediaafterthe
oath-taking ceremony, Biren Singh
said: “Twill work day and night to
uproot corruption from the state.
Secondly, [ will wipe out drug-re-
lated issues and also bring all the

insurgent groups operating in the
state to the negotiating table.”
Asked when the ministry
would be expanded, Biren Singh
said: “Itwill take place very soon.”
The chief minister also
thanked Prime Minister
NarendraModi and fellow MLAs
for their decision to make himthe
leader of the BJP legislature party.
The ceremony was attended
by BJP president JP Nadda, Assam
CM Himanta Biswa Sharma,
Tripura CM Biplab Kumar Deb,
MLAs from different parties, B]P
leaders and senior bureaucrats.
Inthe recently held Assembly
polls, the BJP won an absolute ma-
jority by winning 32 seats in the
60-member House. The]JD(U), the
NPF, the Kuki People’s Alliance
(KPA)and two Independent MLAs
have extended their uncondi-
tional support to the saffron party.

PUNJAB CM ALLOTS PORTFOLIOS
Mann keeps Home,
Cheema gets Finance

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 21

PUNJAB CHIEF Minister
Bhagwant Mann Monday allo-
cated portfolios to his Cabinet
colleagues, keeping 27 depart-
ments, including the Home, with
himself while giving Finance to
two-time MLA and former
Leader of Opposition Harpal
Singh Cheema.

Traditionally in Punjab,
Home, Vigilance and Personnel
departments used to remain
with the CM. However, in a de-
viation from the past, Mann'’s
predecessor Charanjit Singh
Channi had allocated Home to
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa,
who was also one of the two
deputy chief ministers.

Two-time MLA from Dirba
Harpal Singh Cheema has been
given the Finance, Planning,
Programme Implementation,
Excise and Taxation, and
Cooperation. The departments
assume significance as the AAP
has come to power by promis-
ing, among others, to fill the
near-empty coffers.

Dr Baljit Kaur, the lone
woman minister in the Cabinet,
has been allocated Social
Security, Women and Child
Development and Social Justice,
Empowerment and Minorities.

Harbhajan Singh is the new
PWD and Power minister. He has
the unenviable task of fulfilling
the party's pre-poll promise of

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann

300 units of free power to every
household.

Dr Vijay Singla, a dentist-
turned-politician, has been given
Health and Family Welfare,
Medical Education and Research
departments. Lal Chand
Kataruchak has been given the de-
partments of Food and Civil
Supplies and Consumer Affairs,
Forests and Wildlife.

Gurmeet Singh Meet Hayer
has been handed the depart-
ments of Education, Sports and
Youth Services and Higher
Education.

Kuldip Singh Dhaliwal is the
Rural Development & Panchayats
minister. He will also hold the
charge of Animal Husbandry,
Fisheries, and Dairy Development
and NRI Affairs departments.

The key Transport depart-
ment has been given to Laljit
Singh Bhullar.

Brahm Shankar Jimpa is the
Water Resources minister. Harjot
Bains,a Punjaband Haryana High
Court lawyer, has been given
Legal and Legislative Affairs,
Mines and Geology, Tourism and
Cultural Affairs and Jails.

form government in Goa

election campaign, BJP insiders
admitted that the poll results led
to former Health Minister
Vishwajit Rane’s emergence as
another power centre in the
state. Both Sawant and Rane
were in Delhi on Sunday and
met senior BJP leaders including
Shah and Nadda.

Rooted in the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, Sawant is
considered to be close to BJP gen-
eral secretary (Organisation) BL
Santosh and state general secre-
tary (Organisation) Satish
Dhond, who is known in Goa as
the power behind the CM chair.

Along with Tomar, the meet-
ing was also attended by co-ob-
server Union Minister of State for
Fisheries L Murugan. While the
meeting was underway, senior
MGP legislator Ramkrishna alias
Sudin Dhavalikar and two inde-
pendent MLAs waited ata hotelin
Dona Paula near the Raj Bhavan.

While the battle for the top
job was narrowed down to two
contenders from North Goa,
sources said in the 12-member
cabinet, the party may pick four
each from North and South Goa
— the two parliamentary con-
stituencies in the state.

‘Merely criticising leadership is no solution.
That adds fuel to fire being stoked by BJP...

THE LEADER of the Congress in
the Lok Sabha, ADHIR RANJAN
CHOWDHURY, speaks to
MANOJ CG on the calls for
change by the G-23 group of
leaders, rise of regional forces
and the challenges before the

party:

The G-23 leaders have
demanded the Congress
party putin place a collective
and inclusive leadership and
decision-making model.

The Congress since day one
has followed a universal and in-
clusive model... Had the
Congress been exclusive, there
would not have been a national
movement under its leadership
to fight for Independence. We
have our own constitution and
we hold regular internal elec-
tions. In internal elections, any-
one can contest. Moreover, any-
one can bring amendments at
the AICC ( All India Congress
Committee) session. So, the
people who are talking like this
now, did they ever move any
amendments... When Mrs Sonia
Gandhi is accessible to all, why
are these people who have ac-
cess to her talking through the
media?

But they argue 23 senior
leaders wrote to her in August
2020, made suggestions, but
nothing happened.

All the suggestions appear to
be very positive. But the way it
wasdone...itwasaimed at gener-
ating some controversy... They
should have met her, placed their
views... Mrs Gandhi allows diver-
gentviews, she neverimposes her
wishes.

As asenior leader yourself,

who has amass base, don’t
you think after a series of
electoral losses, the party
should explore course
correction?

The fact is that this is the first
time that the Congress is con-
fronting a formidable political
force led by Modiji and Amit
Shahji. The Congress does not
have any kind of regimentation
of workers. It is a liberal demo-
cratic party. On the other hand,
the Modi and Shah juggernaut
along with saffron affiliates has
unleashed a force thatisravaging
rules and procedures and insti-
tutions without a care for ethics
and democratic niceties. So, cer-
tainly our party has been facing
political debacles, but the onus is
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notonly on theleadership. It (de-
bacles) has to be analysed.

What has the Congress done
in the last eight years to face
the challenge you are
describing?

Earlier, the regional satraps

of the Congress... were compe-
tent to guard their own citadel.
But regional satraps of the
Congress are being replaced by
regional parties. There lies the
crux of the problem. On the one
hand the Congress’s electoral
misfortune, the Modi-Shah-led
electoral juggernaut and, on the
other, emergence of regional
parties.

Shouldn’t the leadership
come out with a concrete
plan or aroadmap?

Merely criticising the leader-
ship is not a solution. That adds
more fuel to the fire against us
being stoked by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and other re-
gional parties... The tone and
tenor of the BJP is similar to the
tone and tenor of certain politi-
cal stalwarts of the Congress.

My question still is what
should the Congress do now.
First of all, Congress leaders
across the nation should sit to-
gether and have a threadbare
discussion. Now regional parties
are trying to carve out their own
niche. So, we need to assert and
exertourselves ina manner that
at least we can have strong bar-

gaining power. Without acquir-
ing bargaining power, we can-
not even discuss with the re-
gional parties... Assertion should
be the mantra of the Congress
now.

Do you think the Congress
should reach out to regional
parties for a national-level
alliance?

Yes, we need to have an elec-
toral alliance with regional par-
ties. But the fact is, if we do not
have bargaining power, who
will accept our share, our de-
mands?

You need to win elections to
get that bargaining power.
Each and every party has its
own rise and fall in its destiny.
Vicissitude is the norm of any
party. Wasn't the Congress party
able towin electionsin 2018 un-
der Rahul Gandhi?... Bargaining
power has to be achieved by
strengthening the organisation...
If we think that regional parties
will grace us to capture power, [
think we live in a fool’s paradise.
Not by grace but by strength.

FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

“I’have renamed Nitin
Gadkari as Spiderman.
Like Spiderman, he too
has spun a web of roads
across the country.”
TAPIR GAO, BJP MP from Arunachal

5 QUESTIONS

KARTI P CHIDAMBARAM, CONGRESS MP
FROMTAMIL
NADU, HAS
RAISED THE
ISSUE OF LACK
OF SOCIAL
SECURITY
PROTECTION FOR GIG WORKERS. HE
SPOKETOLIZMATHEW

What is your concern about the
gigworkers?

In the gig economy, there is an
informal relation between the
employer and the worker, and the
latter is not considered a formal
employee. We have around 13
million people in this sector and
they do not have any security like
formal employees do. The app-
based delivery companies put a lot
of pressure on them to deliver ina
stipulated time. This leads to rash
driving etc.

You mentioned the absence of
insurance for these workers.

It'sa serious issue. During Covid, one
such employee, Salil Tripathy, died
inanaccident... there would be
many such instances. The
companies do not provide them
insurance, and insurance companies
cite anumber of rules such as ‘the
vehicle was not meant for
commercial or delivery purpose’ to
deny insurance coverage to them.

You also talked about the poor
working conditions.

They do not have stipulated working
hours and, due to their personal
economic situation, they work long
shifts. They have this pressure to have
aquicker Turnaround Time (TAT)in
order to boost the valuation of the
companies that technically do not
employ them, resulting in tragedies.

The lockdown period brought a
lot of attention to this sector.

I do not think it made any
difference. [ have not seen any
evidence to say these large
companies have any intention to
address these issues. The
government made attempts to
include the term gig worker in the
Code on Social Security. But there is
aneed to evaluate the actual status
of the implementation of the
measures announced for them.

What is your demand now?

Iwant the government to bring in
regulations for them. I have written to
the labour minister about the
protection and now [ want to write to
the transport minister that these
workers are losing their licences for
using their vehicles for commercial
purposes. [nsurance companies use
this as an excuse too. I am also writing
to the companies urging them to
improve working conditions.

KENDRIYA VIDYALAYA ADMISSIONS

Lok Sabha Speaker suggests all

party FOrl0years, zero

meet to take decision on MPs’ quota (lefence pur(:hases:
. Sitharamanin RS

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

WITH THE MPs coming under pressure for ad-
missions in Kendriya Vidyalayas, Speaker Om
Birlaon Monday suggested that there could be
an all-party meeting to decide whether the
privilege for the people's representatives for
recommending the admissions should be
done away with or increased.

“Iwill seek the views of all party leaders on
this. We will inform the Education Minister
about the decision,” Birlasaid in the Lok Sabha.

The issue was raised by Congress MP
Manish Tewari who stated that the 10-seat
quota for each MP is inadequate as every MP
receives hundreds of requests from their con-
stituents for admissions to central schools.
“Each of us represents 15-20 lakh people and
each constituency has atleast 35-40lakh peo-
ple. Education ministry has provided us the
privilege of recommending 10seatsin the cen-
tral education institutions. I want to humbly
submit thatit creates a lot of inconvenience for
us. Because those who are denied get angry
with us. I have a request: either you enhance

Speaker Om Birla

the quota from 10 to 50 or do away with it,”
Tewari said.

MPs from both sides thumped the deskin
support of the Congress MP's submission.

Responding to this, Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said the number of seats
inthe quotawas even smaller earlierand there
has alsobeen some allotment from the central
minister's office. “But the court also made some
comments on it and it's a weird situation.
Education is a state subject but these schools
are openalso to facilitate the education for the
children of government employees whose jobs
are transferable... Butif the House hasa view on

Ministers Hardeep Singh Puri and Mansukh Mandaviya outside the Parliament
House on Monday. Amit Mehra

Two foreign institutes want
campuses in India: Govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

TWO FOREIGN higher education institutes,
based out of Italy and France, are interested
in setting up campuses in India, the govern-
ment told Lok Sabha on Monday.

According to a written response fur-
nished by Union Minister of State for
Education Subhas Sarkar, Milan-based insti-
tute of fashion and design Istituto Marangoni,
which opened in a branch in Mumbai in 2017,
has expressed interest to establish a “foreign,
fully independent Higher Education Institute
of Fashion and Design in India”.

Without naming the French institute, the
response added, “Ministry of External Affairs
has informed that the French side has ex-
pressed interest in setting up a university
campus for higher education courses in

India.”

“International campuses will give stu-
dents from India and neighbouring countries
exposure to quality education of global stan-
dards,” it added.

The National Education Policy, 2020
states that top universities in the world will
be facilitated to operate in India.

“Alegislative framework facilitating such
entry will be putin place, and such universi-
ties will be given special dispensation regard-
ing regulatory, governance, and content
norms on par with other autonomous insti-
tutions of India,” states the NEP 2020.

During the Budget speech 2022-23,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman also
announced that world class foreign univer-
sities and institutions will be allowed in the
Gujarat International Finance-Tec (GIFT) city
--an under-construction business district in
Gujarat's Gandhinagar — among others.

it, we will look into it. This House can take a
view and the Speaker can give us directions,”
Pradhan said.

However, TMC MP Mahua Moitra said
dropping the quota altogether would not be a
good idea. “I represent an area which is on the
border and has a lot of BSF personnel and a lot
of people with transferable jobs. There is only
one Kendriya Vidyalaya there. | am sure many
of my colleagues face this trouble every year
that the quota of 10 admissions should be in-
creased.

“The quota of 10 admissions is very small.
But to do away with the quota completely
would be very difficult. There are some peo-
ple in other areas where there are other
schools, they can take advantage in areas like
ours where there is only one CBSE school.
People with transferable jobs need that. So,
perhaps the ministry, for this Parliament
Secretariat, can have a separate cell where
those people who need more quota for admis-
sions, can provide that. It would be very diffi-
cultif the quota is removed,” Moitra, MP from
Krishnanagar, West Bengal, said.

The Speaker said he would hold ameeting
ontheissue.

Panel studying
marriage Bill gets
3-month extension

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

RAJYA SABHA Chairman Venkaiah Naidu on
Monday granted a three-month extension
to the Standing Committee examining the
Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment),
Bill, 2021.

The Bill, tabled by Women and Child
Development minister Smriti Irani last
December, aims to raise the legal age of mar-
riage of women in the country to 21 years
from the present 18 years.

Referred to the Standing Committee on
Education,Women, Children, Youth and
Sports Affairs by Naidu, the Bill, which has
received objections from women and child
rights experts, was to presentits report in the
current session of the House, by March 24.

The extension was on the request of
Committee Chairman Vinay Sahasrabuddhe.
The panel will now submit its findings to
Parliament by June 24.

The law prescribes a minimum age of
marriage to essentially outlaw child mar-
riages and prevent the abuse of minors.
Personal laws of various religions that deal
with marriage have their own standards, of-
ten reflecting custom. The amendment in
the Prohibition of Child Marriages Act, 2006,
is proposed to extend to all communities, ir-
respective of religion.

While minority organisations have not
objected to raising the legal age of marriage
for women, they have expressed concern
over the infringement of the rights of the mi-
norities in deciding their own code for mar-
riages within their communities.

Child and Women’s rights activists, as
well as population and family planning ex-
perts, have not been in favour of the Bill ei-
ther, saying it would push a large portion of
the population into illegal marriages.

They contend that even with the current
legal age of marriage being 18 years, child
marriages have continued to take place in
India.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

DEFENCE PROCUREMENT under the UPA-
led government was nil for 10 years, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said
on Monday during a debate in the Rajya
Sabha on supplementary spending for the
current fiscal.

“For people, who are worried about the
basic essentials for Defence, for soldiers, for
their guns, for their bulletproof jackets, for
the bullets, for the carbines and even for
fighter aircraft, I want to tell that 10 years of
Indian Defence history recorded nil pur-
chases. Sir, 10 years were lost. After 2014, rap-
idly, we had to buy from pin to aircraft, every-
thing,” Sitharaman said.

Defending the government's proposal to
cut interest rate on employees' provident
fund deposits to over four-decade low of 8.1
per cent, Sitharaman said the rate is dictated
by today's realities where interest rate on
other small saving instruments was even
lower.

She said the decision to lower the interest
rate was taken by the central board of the
provident fund managing body, EPFO, which
has representatives of all stakeholders, in-
cluding employee unions.

“The EPFO has a Central Board that takes
the call on the rate. It has cut the rate down
from 8.4 per cent to 8.1 per cent. I just want
to lay these facts before the House that the
EPFO Central Board, which has representa-
tives from various stakeholders for the
Pension Fund, the Employees Pension Fund,
has taken a call. Forty years, it has not been
brought down. Yes, forty years! There are to-
day's realities which do keep us in the con-

Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman arrives in Parliament on
Monday. Amit Mehra

text of decisions which are being taken by
the Central Board of the EPFO. It has yet to
come to the Finance Ministry for approval.
But the fact remains, these are the rates
which are prevailing today and it is still
higher than the rest of them,” she added.

Later, the House returned a money Bill
moved by Finance Minister, authorising the
government for payment and appropriation
of certain sums from the Consolidated Fund
for the financial year 2021-22.

The Upper House of Parliament also re-
turned another Appropriation Bill for the ex-
penditure done in the 2018-19 financial year.
Both the Appropriation Bills were passed by
the Lok Sabha earlier.

Opp targets govt over road
quality, toll transparency

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

THE OPPOSITION took on the government over
accidents on highways, transparency in toll col-
lection and quality of the construction in Lok
Sabha on Monday.

Taking part in the discussion on the
Demand for Grants of the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways, Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury said every hour
there are 35 accidents on highways and that
the government should construct traumacen-
tresalong the highways. “If you would not con-
struct trauma centres, you would not be able to
save lives of accident victims,” he said, adding
thatinadequate maintenance affects the coun-
try’s GDP also.

Amid increasing aggression of China in
Arunachal Pradesh, there is aneed forimprov-
ing road infrastructure in the north-eastern
states, he said, adding that tomeet the construc-
tion target of 25,000 km of NHs in the next fis-
cal year, construction pace has to be increased
to 68 km per day, otherwise “you would not”
be able to meet this humongous target.

He said along with increasing pace of con-
struction of new highways, the ministry should

focus on the quality of roads also. “After the
NDA government come to power in 2014, the
ministry approved approximately 72,000 km
of state roads to be declared as national high-
ways....doodh me toh paani zarur milaya hua hai
(there is definitely water mixed in milk).”

Several Opposition leaders, however, also
praised the work of Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari while also
highlighting concerns such as quality of roads,
their maintenance and alleged lack of trans-
parency in toll collection.

Participating in the discussion, most MPs,
both from Opposition and treasury benches,
began their address by hailing the work done
by Gadkari in the road transport sector and
lauded his hands-on approach. BJP MP from
Arunachal Pradesh Tapir Gao hailed road con-
struction under the Modi government and said
top car companies, including Ferrari, Porsche,
Mercedes and Lamborghini, now participate
incarrallies because of good roads in the state.

CPI(M) MP from Kerala A M Ariff thanked
Gadkari for the development of national high-
ways in Kerala in a time-bound manner but
added: “I challenge the government to come
up with a white paper on the toll collected so
far as part of various projects in the country to
bring the facts before the people.”

UP MLC polls:
BJP nominates
historysheeter

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, MARCH 21

THE BJP has fielded historysheeter and for-
mer BSP MLC Vineet Singh alias Shyam
Narayan Singh and a close associate of
strongman Dhananjay Singh in the
Legislative Council polls.

The BJP, which had so far released the
names of the 30 candidates, released the
names of the remaining six candidates for
the April 9 polls to the Upper House of the
Assembly.

The party has fielded Vineet Singh from
Mirzapur-Sonbhadra local authorities con-
stituency. Vineet Singh has several criminal
cases pending against him and is a histo-
rysheeter in the records of Cholapur police
station in Varanasi district.

Sources in the BJP said that Vineet Singh
had joined the BJP during 2019 Lok Sabha
elections. He had contested the 2017
Assembly elections from Saiyadraja seat in
Chandauli as a BSP nominee when he was
lodged in a Ranchi jail in connection with a
kidnapping case. He had finished second in
that election.

From Jaunpur Local Authorities con-
stituency, the BJP has fielded sitting BSP MLC
Brijesh Singh ‘Prinshu’, a close associate of
strongman Dhananjay Singh.

Dhananjay Singh contested the just con-
cluded Assembly polls from Malhani seat in
Jaunpur district as a Janata Dal (United) can-
didate. He finished second against the SP
candidate, while BJP came fourth.

Shringla discusses Ukraine

with visiting top US official

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

IN THE first high-level political visit since
Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24,
Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla on
Monday met his counterpart, the visiting US
Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs
Victoria Nuland, and discussed the “situation
in Ukraine”, a statement from the Ministry
of External Affairs said.

Called the Foreign Office consultations,
the MEA said this provided a “valuable op-
portunity” to discuss contemporary regional
issues pertaining to South Asia, the Indo-
Pacificregion, West Asia, and the situationin
Ukraine, among others.

“Foreign Secretary Shringla and Under
Secretary of State Nuland agreed to maintain
regular dialogue and consultations on re-
gional issues,” the MEA said.

Nuland is a highly experienced diplomat
and was Assistant Secretary of State for
European and Eurasian Affairs (2013-2017),US
State Department spokesperson (2011-2013)
and US ambassador to NATO (2005-2008).

Nuland was the lead US point person for
establishing loan guarantees to Ukraine, in-
cluding a $1 billion loan guarantee in 2014,
and the provisions of non-lethal assistance
to the Ukrainian military and border guard.
While serving as the Department of State's
lead diplomat on the Ukraine crisis, Nuland
pushed European allies to take a harder line
on Russian expansionism.

This is the first high-level political visit
from Washington since Russia invaded

X ..

Foreign Secretary Harsh V Shringla
with US Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs, Victoria Nuland.
Twitter@MEAIndia

Ukraine on February 24. Her visit comes ata
time when Washington has been asking
India to take a tougher line with Russia.

As she and Shringla co-chaired the India-
US Foreign Office Consultations on Monday,
they reviewed progress in various domains
under the India-US Comprehensive Global
Strategic Partnership following up on PM
Modi’s discussions with US President Joe
Biden in Washington DCin September 2021.

“Both sides welcomed regular high-level
dialogue and engagement, including produc-
tive meetings of bilateral mechanisms which
led to intensifying of cooperation across all
pillars of the bilateral agenda,” the MEA state-
ment said, adding that both sides reaffirmed
their commitment to a free, open, inclusive,
peaceful and prosperous Indo-Pacific.

In Bihar, BJP whips ally VIP
with decision to fight bypoll

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,MARCH 21

THE ALREADY strained relation between the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) con-
stituents Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and
Vikassheel Insaan Party (VIP) has taken a bit-
ter turn with the saffron party deciding to
field its candidate for the Bochaha
(Muzaffarpur) bypoll, necessitated follow-
ing the death of VIP legislator Musafir
Paswan.

VIP chief and Animal Husbandry and
Fisheries Minister Mukesh Sahani got yet an-
other jolt on Monday when Musafir’s son
Amar Paswan, whom the party had prom-
ised ticket from Bochaha, crossed over to the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD). It would now be
a contest between BJP’s Baby Kumari and
likely RJD candidate Amar Paswan.

Sahani had first antagonised the BJP by
contesting over 50 seats in Uttar Pradesh and
then deciding to contest seven MLC seats in
April, where the BJP has fielded candidates.
Sahani was considering his party to be the
natural claimant of the Bochaha seat in the
bypoll, but the BJP decided to take on the
Mallah leader.

After the death of Musafir, the VIP now
has three MLAs, two of whom are said to be
close to the BJP. Given the circumstances, the
VIP cannot walk out of the NDA. By deciding
to contest the Bochaha bypoll, the BJP intends
to weaken the OBC leader further.

Sahani, who is in Delhi, has been report-
edly trying to buy peace with the BJP. Earlier,
he had also met Bihar Chief Minister Nitish

EXPLAINE

o
The coalitiondrama

IN THE 243-member Bihar House,
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) has 126 MLAs. Even if three
VIP legislators are counted out, it
still has the simple majority with
123 members. But it looks quite un-
likely that the VIP will walk out of
the NDA. VIP chief Mukesh Sahani
may well be engaging in pressure
tactics in his bid to seek renomina-
tion to the Upper House as his pres-
ent term as MLC ends this July.

Kumar. Sahani had said in Patna: “Bochaha
is naturally our seat and the VIP alone should
contest it from the NDA.”

BJP spokesperson and OBC Morcha na-
tional general secretary Nikhil Anand told
The Indian Express: “BJP believes in long-
standing relationship. It is purely up to the
VIP to decide if it wants to be with us or not.
But the way Sahani attacked the PM and UP
CM during the campaigning in Uttar Pradesh
was against the coalition ethos and decorum.
Any party can contest from anywhere, JD(U),
too, contested independently.”

New Delhi

Tharoor declines
CPM invite for
Kerala seminar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

CONGRESS LEADER and Lok Sabha MP Shashi
Tharoor will not participate in a seminar or-
ganised by the CPI(M) in connection with its
23rd national conclave - the Party Congress —
to be held in Kerala next month. Tharoor de-
clined the invitation of the CPI(M) after a dis-
cussion with Congress president Sonia
Gandhi.

Sources said the CPI(M)was not enthused.
The party’s general secretary Sitaram Yechury
is learnt to have spoken to Sonia, pointing out
that such decisions undermine cooperation.
But the high command had little option since
the state unit of Congress had taken a position
against its leaders attending the seminars.

The CPI(M) had invited Tharoor and for-
mer Union minister KV Thomas for different
sessions of seminars during the Party
Congress to be held in Kannur but on Sunday;,
state Congress chief K Sudhakaran said the
party has given a direction to all its leaders,
including MPs, against participating in the
seminars.

Tharoor, in a statement on Monday, said
he has discussed his participation with Sonia.
He said he had welcomed the invitation be-
cause the event was a “national one and the
highest forum of the CPM, organised by its
Central Committee and formulates its na-
tional policy”.

“Irespect her (Sonia’s) views on this mat-
ter and have conveyed to the organisers my
inability to participate,” he said.
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gave him the compliment.

¢ S )
PIDERMAN

PRAISES FROM fellow MPs for his approach to issues and the
progress in the highway construction is not new for Union
Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari. But on
Monday, Gadkari got a new name. BJP MP from Arunachal
Pradesh Tapir Gao said in Lok Sabha that he has “renamed” the
minister as “Spiderman” because he has built roads “like the
spider weaving his web in every corner of this country”.
Gadkari was not present in the House when his party colleague

RARE UNITY

QUESTION HOUR in Lok Sabha on Monday was unusual - for
the unity among the treasury benches and the opposition
MPs over issues highlighted, unlike the mud-slinging that
happens usually. Be it on the issue of Kendriya Vidyalayas or
education facilities for differently abled students or the dis-
trict administration's hesitation ininvolving the MPs in the de-
velopment activities, MPs from both ruling side and the op-
position spoke in the same voice. While the MPs from both
sides urged Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan to in-
clude disabled students as a major stakeholder while mak-
ing education policies, Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi even com-
plimented BJP MP Aparajita Sarangi for raising a question on
online class facilities for differently abled students.

STF: Wanted UP
gangster killed
in encounter

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, MARCH 21

Looking at request of students
back from Ukraine: Govt to SC

Naveen’s body reaches his village;
Karnataka CM, others pay respect

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

THE CENTRE informed the
Supreme Court Monday thatitis
looking into representations on
continuation of studies of stu-
dents evacuated from Ukraine
following the Russian invasion.

“They have represented the
matter. Government is looking
into it and will be taking a deci-
sion on the matter,” Attorney
General KK Venugopal told a
bench headed by Chief Justice of
India NV Ramana.

The bench, also comprising
Justice Krishna Murari, was
hearing a plea which, among
other things, sought evacuation
of Indian students who were
stuckin Ukraine and recognition
of their MBBS degrees in India.

The AG told the bench that
the government had completed
the “mammoth” task of evacu-
ating students from the war-torn
country. "22,500 students have
been evacuated and nationals
from other countries have also
been brought. Amammoth task
has been completed,” he said.

Taking note, the bench dis-
posed of the plea. “Prayer has
been made so that studies are
not affected. The Attorney
General has assured that the
government is looking into it.
Thus, nothing survives in the
plea and plea is accordingly dis-
posed of," the top court said inits
order.

AHEAD OF MORRISON-MODI MEET

Australia returns 29 anthultles to India

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

THE SPECIAL Task Force (STF) of
UP Police on Monday said that
they have gunned down gang-
ster Manish Singh, who was
wanted in several cases of loot
and murder, in Varanasi.

Police had earlier announced
areward of Rs 2 lakh for Singh's
arrest. As per the police record,
Manish Singh alias Sonu was fac-
ingaround 33 cases lodged at dif-
ferent police stations of
Azamgarh, Ghazipur, Jaunpurand
Mirzapur districts. He was also
booked for attacking policemen.

According to the STF, they
were tipped about Singh's pres-
ence near Harhua village in
Varanasi district. “After police
gheraoed the area, they spotted
two persons coming on a motor-
cycle. When the police asked the
motorcyclist to stop, they opened
fire. Police also fired in return, in
which one person got injured. He
was taken to a hospital where
doctors declared him dead onar-
rival. The deceased was later
identified as Manish Singh,” said
an STF officer. His associates,
however, managed to escape
from the spot.

AHEAD OF the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's virtual summit
with his Australian counterpart
Scott Morrison on Monday after-
noon, Australia announced the
return of 29 antiquities to India.
The artefacts come from differ-
enteras, the earliest ones dating
back to the 9-10 centuries.

The repatriated antiquities
correspond to six broad themes
—Shivaand his disciples (4), wor-
shipping Shakti(11), Lord Vishnu
and his forms (13), Jain tradition
(19), portraits (22)and 28 decora-
tive objects. The artefacts are pri-
marily sculptures and paintings
made of a variety of materials,
such as sandstone, marble,
bronze, brass and paper, said a
government source. He said they
represent a large geographical re-
gion in India — Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Telangana
and West Bengal.

On Monday morning, PM
Modi inspected the antiquities
and thanked his Australian
counterpart for the initiative. PM
Modi tweeted: “I would like to
especially thank you (Australian

KIRAN PARASHAR
BENGALURU, MARCH 21

THE BODY of Naveen SG, the
medical student who was killed
in Ukraine earlier this month,
Monday reached his village in
the Haveri district of Karnataka
after being brought to the state
capital of Bengaluru. Many lead-
ers, including lawmaker
Shivakumar Udasi, paid their last
respects to Naveen at the
Chalageri village.

Naveen, a fourth-year stu-
dent at Kharkiv National Medical
University, was killed on March 1
when he stepped out to buy gro-
ceries for his juniors. He was the
firstIndian to die in Ukraine after
Russia invaded the country on
February 24.

Naveen’s mortal remains
were received at the Bengaluru
International Airport early in the
morning by Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai. “Received
and honoured body of our stu-
dent Naveen Gyanagoudar killed
in indiscriminate bomb shelling
in Russia-Ukraine war. Thanks to
PM @narendramodi Ji &
@DrSJaishankar Ji for getting his

mortal remains,” Bommai
tweeted.
Speaking to reporters,

PM Modi inspects the artefacts on Monday.

PM Morrison) for taking the ini-
tiative to return ancient Indian
artefacts. Among them are hun-
dreds of years old idols and pic-
tures illegally removed from
Rajasthan, West Bengal, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh along with
many other Indian states.”
Australia’s High
Commissioner to India, Barry
O'Farrell, also tweeted about the
development: “During the year
of India's 75th anniversary of
Independence, Australia worked
with the @NatGalleryAus
(National Gallery of Australia) to
return 29 culturally significant

In Rajasthan village where
Dalit woman alleged rape,
claims of a “Thakur feud’

HAMZA KHAN
DHOLPUR,MARCH 21

In the village in Rajasthan’s
Dholpur district where a Dalit
womanwas allegedly gang-raped
last week in front of her children,
trust does not come by easily.

When The Indian Express vis-
ited the village on Sunday;, it found
the woman’s house locked.
Neither the villagers nor the police
knew of the family’s whereabouts.
Locals claimed the woman was a
victim of a festering power strug-
gle between two Thakur families
inthe village. The complainantand
her kin are close to one of those
families who have, according to
some villagers, sequestered them
ata“safe location”.

According to an FIR registered
atthelocal police stationbased on
the woman’s complaint,on March
15she and her family were return-
ing from the fields in the evening
whenthey were waylaid by theac-
cused fromone of the Thakur fam-
ilies. The complainant’s husband
wasallegedly hiton the head with
thebuttofagun,and hefledtoes-
cape theaccused. The woman told
the police that two of the accused
thenraped her “while my children
keptlooking and crying”.

Some of the villagers, however,
said they were not entirely con-
vinced by her version of events
and alleged that she was “merelya

pawn” between the two warring
families. The local police station
confirmed that last year the com-
plainant had got two FIRs regis-
tered against members of the ac-
cused men’s family.In those cases,
the police invoked various charges
under IPC, including for wrongful
restraintand assault withintent to
outrage modesty, and provisions
of the SC-ST Act. But Dholpur Rural
Circle Officer Vijay Kumar Singh,
investigating officer in the case,
said the FIR would be probed
based on its merits.
A32-year-old who belongs to
the family of the accused said the
discord with the other Thakur
family began on May 1, 2020,
when the government started
easing some of the restrictions
imposed because of the Covid-19
pandemic. “We had abakery and
we had to shut it briefly due to
Covid,” he said. “After the govern-
ment eased restrictions for such
units, we resumed operations.
However, they (the other Thakur
family) complained to the police
and the police raided the bakery,
and hit the workers with sticks.
We then approached the gram
panchayat sachiv (secretary) to
raise the issue with him. In no
time, the other side attacked us
withweapons, barely an hour af-
ter the police action. They were
apparently close to him since he
was the secretary when their
family had a sarpanch, and so

they were angry at us for raising
the issue with him.”

In the ensuing clash, the 32-
year-old’s uncle was grievously in-
jured and he died eight days later
at Jaipur’s SMS Hospital. His kin
then got an FIR filed against six
members of the rival Thakur fam-
ily on charges of murder and at-
tempted murder. The other side
too got a counter FIR registered.

But how did the Dalit woman
and her family get dragged into the
feud between Thakurs? The head
of the Thakur family the com-
plainantand her family were close
tosaid, “The poor Dalit family had
nothing to do with our disagree-
ment, yet they still wentand raped
the woman. They had abused the
Dalit woman in the past too. They
misbehave with the women and
once an FIR is filed, they pressure
families to reach a compromise.”

But before The Indian
Express could question him fur-
ther, his sons and nephews
whisked him away.

Meanwhile, hitting out at the
Congress-led state government,
BJP state president Satish Poonia
said, “Thisis not the first time such
a thing involving a Dalit woman
has happened. We have seeniitin
Thanagazi in 2019 and the latest
was ‘Nirbhaya'in Alwar earlier this
year. Between 2021 and 2022, as
many as 6,337 police cases in
Rajasthanare only concerned with
atrocities against women.”

artefacts to the Indian Gov &
people of India on 6 March.”
The repatriated works include
13 works of art connected to art
dealer Subhash Kapoor, 12 paint-
ings and photographs given by the
American Friends of the National
Gallery of Australia, three sculp-
tures acquired by the National
Gallery of Australia in 1969, and
another one acquired from art
dealer William Wolff in 1989.
Sources in the Ministry of
Culture told The Indian Express
that the ministry officials work in
close coordination with the ASI
and officials from the MEA dur-

COAL PILFERAGE CASE

Atruck carries the mortal remains of Naveen Shekharappa
Gyanagoudar, the medical student who was killed in
Ukraine, at Chalageri village in Karnataka on Monday;
(below) his family members at their home. P11

Bommai said, “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has made anim-
possible task possible by bring-
ing back Karnataka student
Naveen's mortal remains from
war-torn Ukraine through his
Bhagirath-like sustained effort.
Itis a historic job.”

ing such initiatives. The consign-
ment (received from Australia)
includes a Kangra-style painting
of Shiva and Parvati (1830-40),a
sandstone sculpture of Durga
Mabhisasuramardini from Gujarat
(12th-13th century),aKali Yantra
made on paper in Varanasi (early
19th century),a sandstone sculp-
ture of Lakshmi Narayan created
in Rajasthan or Uttar Pradesh
(10th century)and even the arch
of a Jain Shrine from Mount Abu
(11th-12th century).

In September last year, the
United States returned 157 arte-
facts and antiquities, during the
Prime Minister's visit, where he
and US President Joe Biden also
expressed commitment to
strengthening efforts to combat
theft, illicit trade and trafficking
of cultural objects. Before that,
antiquities were also repatri-
ated from the UK, Holland,
France, Canada, Germany and
Singapore.

India has brought back sev-
eral antiquities from other na-
tions over the years. As per the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI), whichis the custodian of all
such artifacts, 228 antiquities
have returned to India since 2014,
while 13 such objects came back
home between 1976 and 2013.

Questioned by ED for 8 hrs,
Abhishek hits back at BJP

PTI&ENS
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED) on Monday questioned
Trinamool Congress (TMC) MP
and party national general sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee at its
New Delhi office for nearly eight
hours in a money laundering
case linked to an alleged coal
scam in West Bengal.

Abhishek (34), nephew of
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, entered the
new office of the central agency
in central Delhi around 11am
and left shortly before 8pm.

He was accompanied by his
security personnel and legal team.
Officials said Banerjee's statement
was recorded under the

Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA) and he was con-
fronted with some "evidences"
gathered by investigators.

His role and links with other
accused in the case are being in-
vestigated, they said. Abhishek,
told reporters while exiting the
ED office that he was a "law-
abiding citizen and hence he has
cooperated in the investigation”.

“If they (BJP) think they will
put agencies to scare me, to put
me on the back foot, they are liv-
ingin afool's paradise,” he said.

He said his wife Rujira, sum-
moned for questioning in this
case on Tuesday, will "not be
coming" as she has to take care
of their two-and-half-year-old
kid. She will send her reply to the
investigating officer through
email, he said.

The mortal remains of
Naveen were secured by con-
tacting funeral agents in Ukraine
and it was embalmed. The body
was taken to Dubai via Warsaw
where it was given a zinc coat-
ing before being brought to
Bengaluru.

Naveen'’s family has decided
to donate his body to a medical
college in Davangere. Naveen's
father Shekarappa Goudar, who
confirmed the family’s decision
to The Indian Express, said that his
son wanted to achieve in the
medical field but he could not. At
least his body will help other stu-
dents, he said.

HIJAB ROW

Govt denies another
chance to students
who skipped exams

DARSHANDEVAIAHBP
& KIRAN PARASHAR
BENGALURU, MARCH 21

MANY MUSLIM girl students are
uncertain after Karnataka
Education Minister BC Nagesh
on Monday clarified that the
government would not hold re-
exams for absentees.

“Whatever the reason for the
student absenting himself or
herself during the exams, this
year would be no different. We
cannot re-organise board exam-
inations and whatever the order
says, we will follow it. [t might be
for hijab issue or other reasons,
we will not hold examinations
again," Nagesh said.

Following the interim order of
the Karnataka High Court on
Tuesday that banned hijaband saf-
fron shawl in colleges where uni-
formis prescribed, several Muslim
girl students boycotted classes and
exams across Karnataka. Many
students had skipped the practi-
cal exams, hoping the verdict
would be in their favour.

Law and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister JC
Madhuswamy said they cannot
goagainst the court verdict. "The
Karnataka High Court order has
to be followed. We cannot go
against it. We can accommodate
students who had not attended
examinations before the court
verdict, but we cannot do it for

those who have not attended af-
ter the ruling,” he said.

Meanwhile, Nagesh claimed
that about 400 Muslim women
students had skipped schools
and colleges on Monday.

The Campus Front of India
(CFI) who held a press meet on
Monday said they would continue
to fight in the Supreme Court.
Sarfaraz Gangavathi of the CFl said
the students were being forced
not to take exams. “The ruling BJP
government doesn't want to ed-
ucate students, especially Muslim
women students. Before the ver-
dict, we did visit several colleges
in 25 districts of the state and
found that 11,000 Muslim women
students were affected because of
the rule. We are collecting the
data. But what Nagesh claims is
under reported and it is much be-
yond that,” he said.

Meanwhile, on Monday, stu-
dents in many parts of the state
skipped college over hijab as stu-
dents wearing hijab were barred
from entering the campus. In
Uppinangady government PU
College in Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict, students protested after be-
ing denied entry into the college.

In SKNG first grade college of
Vijayanagara Sri Krishnadevaraya
University, students alleged they
were abused for wearing hijab. A
third semester BSc student, who
wrote a Hindi exam on Monday,
said the faculty was insisting
them to remove hijab.

Colour-coded uniforms in Bengal schools

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, MARCH 21

THE MAMATA Banerjee-led
Trinamool Congress government
in West Bengal has introduced
blue-and-white colour code for
students' uniforminall state-run
schools, inviting criticism from
the opposition parties, with a
lawyer even filing a public inter-
est litigation (PIL) against the
move in the Calcutta High Court.
The uniform, which will be
provided by the government, will
also feature the 'Biswa Bangla'
logo, says the notification issued
by the Paschim Banga Samagra
Siksha Mission dated March 16.
All district magistrates have
been asked to focus on the “sup-

ply of school uniformto students”
for which the Department of
MSME (Micro,Small and Medium
Enterprises)and Textiles hasbeen
roped in. The uniforms will be
made by self-help groups under
the supervision of the department.

“The Department of MSME
and Textiles with the approval of
the competent authority issued
a specification for manufactur-
ing and supply of school uni-
form, shoes and bags. The guide-
lines and specifications are
attached for your reference," the
notification read.

Earlier, the Mamata Banerjee
government had undertaken a
new colour scheme as part of
which all government office
buildings, including police sta-
tions, and public infrastructure

were painted blue and white. The
Kolkata Municipal Corporation
had also announced a property
tax rebate for people painting
their houses in blue and white.

The 'Biswa Bangla' campaign
was launched to promote the
sale of traditional Bengali hand-
icrafts and textiles and the Biswa
Bangla logo was adopted as the
state logo in January 2018.

Soumen Haldar, the lawyer
who filed a PILin the High Court,
said, “We have no objectionto a
uniform dress code for students.
But why should it feature the
'Biswa Bangla'logo? We have ap-
pealed that school uniform
should not contain this logo. The
notification should be stayed.”
The court is likely to hear the
matter later this week.
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RAXAUL BRANCH (2316)
[Rule 8 (1)] POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)

The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Canara Bank under Securitisation And
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (Act 54 of 2002) and in
exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules 2002, issued a Demand Notice below mentioned date calling upon the following borrower to repay the
below mentioned amount in the notice to repay within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrowers/ guarantors having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the
publicin general, that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise
of powers conferred on him / her under section 13 (4) of the said Act, read with Rule 8 & 9 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on following date.
The borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time
available, to redeem the secured assets.
The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and
any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Canara Bank, Raxual Branch for below

Whereas :

mentioned amount.

ank

vt. of India Undertaking

Name & Address
of Borrower

Date of Demand

Notice/Amount

Dues & Date of
Possession

Description of the Inmovable Property

M/s Anjali Enterprises,

20.05.2021

Proprietor Sri Sonu Kumar,
S/o Late Sri Vinod Kumar,
Legal heirs of Mortgagor,

Rs. 46,13,146.02
and Interest

All that part and parcel of the property consisting in the name of
Legal heirs of Mortgagor, Late Smt. Meera Devi W/o Sri Raju
Kumar, Viz., Sri Raju Kumar (Husband), Ms. Anjali Kumari
(Daughter), Ms. Kanchan Kumari (Daughter) and Sri Raja

Late Smt. Meera Devi W/o there on Kumar (Son) all residents of Mahabir Nagar, Raxaul - 845305,
Sri Raju Kumar, viz., Sri 31.03.2021 East Champaran District. Khata No. - 09, Khesra No. - 913, Area
Raju Kumar (Husband), Ms. B-K=Dhkl : 00-00-04 Boundary : North : MahfujAlam, South:
Anjali Kumari (Daughter), 15.03.2022 |Shivraj Singh, East : Road 9 feet, West : Ramachandra Gupta
Ms. Kanchan Kumari Location : Mauja Dhangarhwa, Tola Pareua, PS - Raxaul, PS.
(Daughter) and Sri Raja No. - 10, Anchal Raxaul - 845305, Champaran District.

Kumar (Son)

Sri Anup Kumar Srivastava 25.05.2021 All that part and parcel of the property consisting in the name of

S/o Sri Ganga Prasad and
Smt. Sweta Devi W/o Anup
Kumar Srivastava

Rs. 16,72,468/-
and Interest

Smt. Sweta Devi W/o Sri Anup Kumar Srivastava, Ward No. - 2,
Tumariya Tola, Rajendra Nagar, Raxaul - 845305, Khata No. -
142, Tauzi No. - 951, Khesra No. - 149, Area - 4.0 Dhur.

there on Boundary : North : Bharat Prasad, South: Nand Kishore
28.02.2022 Prasad, East : Shila DeviBaidar, West : Road.
Property Location : Mauza - Dhandaerhwa, Raxaul, Tola.
15.03.2022 |Pareau, Rajendra Nagar, Tumariya Tola, PS - Raxaul, Dist. -
East Chamaran, Bihar-845305
M/s Mani Traders, 28.12.2021 All that part and parcel of the property consisting in the name of|

Proprietor Sri Vikas Kumar
Gupta S/o Late Sri Kailash
Prasad And Smt. Lalita Devi

Rs. 13,81,474/-
and Interest

Smt. Lalita Devi W/o Late Sri Kailash Prasad, Village Kaurihar,
Bada Tola, Ward No. - 1, Raxual - 845305
Property Located at Village Kaurihar, Bada Tola, Ward No. - 1,
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W/o late Sri Kailash Prasad there on Thana No. - 9, Tauji No. - 951, having Khata No. - 232, Plot /
28.02.2022 |Khesra No. - 118, Situated at Mauza Kaurihar, Bada Tola, Ward
No. - 1, PS - Raxaul, Anchal : Raxaul, Dist. - East Champaran.
15.03.2022 Boundary : North : Ganga Bishuni Sah, South: Inaar, East :
Road, West : Green Kishor Prasad.
M/s Dharam Shila Drug 06.01.2022 |All that part and parcel of the property consisting in the name of|

House, Prop. Pradhuman
Kumar Tiwari S/o Late
Prabhunath Tiwari and Smt.

Rs. 52,16,828/-
and Interest

Dharm Shila Devi W/o Late there on
Prabhunath Tiwari 28.02.2022
15.03.2022 |West: Road 3ft.

Property - 2 : Khata No. - 167, Khesra No. - 211, Tauzi No. - 951, Area - 00-00-04 Boundary : North : Khesra
No.-211, South: Mustariyan Yadav, East : Chandrika Pandey, West : Road
Location:Mohalla Tumariya Tola, PS- Raxaul, P

Smt. Dharm Shila Devi W/o Late Prabhunath Tiwari and Shri
Pradhuman Kumar Tiwari, S/o Late Sri Prabhunath Tiwari, Near|
Sabzi Mandi, Raxaul - 845305, East - Champaran District.

Property - 1: Khata No. - 167, Khesra No. - 211, Tauzi No. - 951,

Area - 00-00-04 Boundary : North : Mosomat Sikil Kunwar
South: Hal Baidar Rampukar Yadav, East : Chandrika Pandey,

S No.- 07, Anchal Raxaul, Tauzi No.- 951, Distt.- East Champaran

M/s Balaji Tea Store,

26.05.2021

Proprietor Smt. Dharma
Shila Devi W/o Late Sri
Prabhunath Tiwari and Sri

Rs. 12,29,148/-
and Interest

All that part and parcel of the property consisting in the name of|
Smt. Dharm Shila Devi W/o Late Prabhunath Tiwari and Shri
Pradhuman Kumar Tiwari, S/o Late Sri Prabhunath Tiwari, Near
Sabzi Mandi, Raxaul - 845305, East - Champaran District.

T wE - o S wET e End adt @ s # W @) | Pradhuman Kumar Tiwari|f  thereon  |Khata No. - 167, Khesra No. - 211, Tauzi No. - 951, Area - 00-00-
TWRETE FiAe e R S v e f owniEss gdm-enzt | | S/o Late Prabhunath Tiwari 31.03.2021 |04 Boundary : North : Khesra No. 211, South: Mustariyan
Yadav, East : Chandrika Pandey, West : Road.
i i B , ,
1 Ff capeznz Feffm =l ey 15.03.2022 |Location : Mohalla Tumariya Tola, PS - Raxaul, PS No. - 07,
Gt S I e I S e e U L B B R T Anchal Raxaul, Tauzi No. - 951, East - Champaran District.
20, 21 22 U4 23 apidE, 2ozz rad #onf ) ) ] Place : Raxaul Authorised Officer
(== (%ig) wli41| | Date : 15.03.2022 Canara Bank
R N New Delhi R N
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Most farmer
unions backed
farmlaws: SC
panel report

HARIKRISHAN SHARMA &
PARTHASARATHIBISWAS
NEW DELHI, PUNE, MARCH 21

MONTHS BEFORE the Centre re-
pealed the three controversial
farm laws, a Supreme Court-ap-
pointed committee had recom-
mended against their with-
drawal, underlining that a
“majority” farm unions support
them and “arepeal or along sus-
pension” would be “unfair to this
silent majority”. The commit-
tee’s report was made public on
Monday for the first time since it
was submitted to the apex court
ayear ago.

The 92-page report was re-
leased by Anil Ghanwat, one of the
three members of the committee,
atapress conference in New Delhi
on Monday. Two other members
of the committee, agricultural
economists Ashok Gulati and Dr
Parmod Kumar Joshi, were not
present on the occasion.

Citing the feedback received
by the committee, the report
states, “The bilateral interactions
of the committee with the stake-
holders demonstrated that only
13.3 per cent of the stakeholders
were not in favour of the three
farm laws. Around 85.7 per cent
of the farmer organisations repre-
senting around 3.3-crore farmers
supported the laws.”

“The feedback received by the
committee throughits online por-
tal established that one-third of
the respondents did not support
the farm laws and around two-
thirds were in their favour. The
feedback received through e-
mails also shows that a majority
supported the farm laws. In view
of this feedback, the committee
recommends that a repeal or a
long suspension would, therefore,
be unfair to this 'silent’ support-
ers,” said the report.

According to the report, the
committee extended an invita-

! Anil Ghanwat

tion to 266 farmer organisations,
including the protesting farm
unions. However, the protesting
farm organisations did not meet
the committee. The report shows
that out of 266 farm bodies in-
vited, the committee “interacted
directly” with 73 farmer bodies
representing 3.83-crore farmers,
of which 61 farmer organisations
representing 3.3 crore farmers
(85.7 per cent) “fully supported”
the Acts. According to various of-
ficial estimates, the number of
farmersin Indiaisin the range of
9 crore to 15 crore.

Besides, the committee in-
vited comments on a detailed
questionnaire on three farm
laws onits portal, and it received
19,027 responses. The commit-
tee had also recommended “re-
visiting” of the MSP policy and
discontinuation of open-ended
procurement, citing bulging cen-
tral pool stocks.

The committee had recom-
mended to make the MSPthe pre-
rogative of the states, providing for
a legal backing for such procure-
ments at their own costsas there-
cent Punjab Amendment Act
does, the report said. The commit-
tee felt that instead of a blanket
procurement of wheatand paddy,
the FCI should instead put a cap
on procurement.

The committee also deliber-
ated upon to allocate the Centre's
expenditure on procurement,
storage and PDS of wheat and rice
across states, the report said. The
committee also recommended
gradual diversification from
paddy to more sustainable high-
value crops, especially in the
Punjab-Haryana belt.

One killed, another injured
in separate J&K attacks

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, MARCH 21

A CIVILIAN was killed and while
another,a non-local labourer, was
injured in two separate suspected
militant attacks in the Valley
Monday evening, police said.

A police statement said mili-
tants barged into the house of
Tajamul Mohi-ud-din Dar in
Gotporaarea of central Kashmir's
Budgam district and fired at him.
Critically wounded, Dar was
rushed to hospital where he suc-
cumbed, the police added.

In the second such attack by

suspected militants on non-locals
in south Kashmir’s Pulwamadis-
trict, a non-local labourer was
shot and injured on Monday
evening, police said.

“At about 1945 hours, terror-
ists fired upon a street vendor,
Bisujeet Kumar, a resident of
Bihar,” the police said. “In this ter-
ror incident he had received gun-
shot injuries and was immedi-
ately shifted to SMHS Hospital
Srinagar in a Critical Care ambu-
lance where he is being treated.”
On Saturday evening, suspected
militants fired ata carpenter from
UP, Mohammad Akram, at Arihal
village. He was critically injured.

(Clockwise from top) President Ram Nath Kovind presents
Padma Bhushan to Ghulam Nabi Azad for public affairs;
Padma Vibhushan to General Bipin Rawat (posthumous) for
civil service; Padma Bhushan to Rajiv Mehrishi for civil
service; Padma Bhushan to N Chandrasekaran for trade and
industry and Padma Bhushan to Dr Cyrus Soli Poonawalla
for trade and industry, in New Delhi on Monday. P11

Maoists attack
CRPF camp in
Sukma, 3 injured

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR,MARCH 21

THREE CRPF personnel sus-
tained injuries as Maoists
opened fire at a CRPF camp in
Chhattisgarh’s Elmagunda area
in Sukma district, the Inspector
General of Police at Bastar said.

The Maoists used country-
made weapons to attack the se-
curity camp. According to the
police, the firing started on
Monday morning, which was
immediately retaliated by the
2nd battalion of CRPE.

“Inthe firing, head constable
Hemant Chaudhary and consta-
bles Basappa and Lalit Bagh have
sustained injuries. They are sta-
ble and have been airlifted to
Raipur for better treatment,”
Bastar IG P Sundarraj said.

The Maoists, besides firing,
also hurled locally made grenades,
the officers present there said.
“We are searching the entire area
around the camp and the forest.
FIRs have been registered and a
thorough investigation will be car-
ried out,” Sundarraj added.

54 CONFERRED WITH PADMA AWARDS

TN passes resolution against
Karnataka’s move to build dam

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,MARCH 21

THE STATE Assembly on
Monday passed a resolution
condemning the Karnataka
Government’s unilateral deci-
sion of going ahead with the
construction of the Mekedatu
dam across the Cauvery river,
which flows from Karnataka to
Tamil Nadu’s delta region.

The resolution was passed
unanimously by all parties, in-
cluding DMK allies, Congress,
MDMIK, VCK and Left parties,
and the Opposition AIADMK and
allies, PMK and BJP.

The Mekedatu dam contro-
versy was revived early this
month after Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai allo-
cated Rs 1,000 crore for the
Mekedatu project in the state
Budget. The project near
Mekedatu, in Ramanagaram dis-
trict, is proposed across the in-
terstate river Cauvery to store
about 48 TMC water.

Condemning the Karnataka
Government’s decision to allocate
funds to execute the Mekedatu
reservoir project as they neither
obtained permission from the
Centre nor consulted the states
sharing the Cauvery water, the
state Assembly urged the Union
Government to deny "technical,
environmental and any other
clearance required for construct-
ing the Mekedatu project by the
government of Karnataka."

The resolution said: "The
Cauvery water dispute is a long
drawn dispute. What is being
implemented so faris a Supreme
Court order from February 2018
asasolution.”

Theresolution said: "This dis-
pute is sensitive. So, the Union
Government is requested to ad-
vise the Karnataka Government
not to take up the proposal of con-
structing a reservoir at Mekedatu
or at any other place in the
Cauvery basin without getting
the concurrence of the co-basin
states and obtaining clearance
from the union government.”

Ladakh’s plan to save its wolves: Stupas & insurance

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

OVER THE past couple of years,
village communities in Ladakh
have been building Stupas next
to traditional wolf traps, commit-
ting to stop killing wolves. They
have also begun creating their
own local insurance schemes to
compensate for livestock that are
preyed on by wolves.

Now, a paper, “A community
based conservation initiative for
wolves in the Ladakh Trans-
Himalaya”, has been published
in Frontiers, an international
ecology journal, describing the
success of the initiative. The
Tibetan wolfis one of the world’s
most ancient species and is crit-
ically endangered in the country,
protected as a Schedule [ animal
under the Wildlife Protection Act.

“We builtlong-termrelation-
ships with multiple visits before
the conservation interventions
were initiated. This helped us un-
derstand that the intention be-
hind killing wolves was purely to
protect livestock. We did not pur-
sue any wish to penalise commu-
nity members involved in hunt-
ing wolves, nor did we seek to

A stupa built next to a wolf trap (Shangdong)

destroy the Shandong (wolf
traps), which represent animpor-
tant part of the cultural heritage,”
said Karma Sonam, lead author of
the paper and field manager with
Nature Conservation Foundation
(NCF), an advocacy group that is
steering  the initiative.

Shangdong are traditional
trapping pits with inverted funnel-
shaped stone walls, usually built
near villages or herder camps.
Typically,alive domesticanimalis
placed in the pit to attract the
wolves.Once the wolves jumpinto
the pit, the walls prevent them

from escaping. The trapped
wolvesare usually stoned todeath.
In a survey covering over
25,000 sq km, the NCF enumer-
ated 94 Shandong in 58 of the 64
surveyed villagesin Lehdistrict be-
tween June 2019 and March 2020.
Thirty of these had been used to
kill wolves in the past 10 years.
The village councils have
now begun creating insurance
schemes, as part of a pilot proj-
ectlaunched by NCF, to compen-
sate for livestock lost to wolves.
“Wolves hunt in packs and tar-
get even bigger animals like Yak,

cattle or horses, thus causing
higher financial losses. Killing
one horse would cost a villager
between Rs 60,000-80,000,”
said NCF's Dorjay Rigzin, who is
a part of the project.

The Wildlife department pro-
vides compensation for loss of
livestock due to wolves, but not
more than Rs 7,000-8,000.
“Besides the process is compli-
cated. Forinstance, one has to pro-
vide proof that a wolf has killed
livestock. Then, to apply for com-
pensation, villagers need to travel
toLeh town, whichis hundreds of
kilometres away -- they would of-
ten have to trek for two-three days
even before reachingaroad toLeh.
It is far more economical to sim-
ply kill the wolf;” said Rigzin.

Under the insurance pro-
gramme, the amount con-
tributed by each villager can
range from Rs 1,200-2,400 an-
nually for each animal, which
can take the village corpus toRs
30,000-1 lakh collectively in a
year -- this amount is matched
by the NCF, according to Bijoor.

The insurance amount is col-
lected annually and the payout
is also annual, based on an as-
sessment of how many animals
are killed during the year. “The

village committee decides if the
case is authentic. One of the
biggest problems in govern-
ment-run schemes is that of
false claims,” said Bijoor.

Out of 32 sub-species of
wolves that are recognised, two
are believed to inhabit the Indian
subcontinent: the Tibetan Wolf,
whose range extends from
trans-Himalaya into Tibet and
China, and the Indian wolf that
ranges over peninsular India.

Dean of Wildlife Institute of
India (WII) and wolf expert, DrY
V Jhala, says lineages of wolves
inIndia are some of the most an-
cient in the world.

“Unlike the Indian wolf,
which we know numbers
around 3,000, there is not
enough data on the Tibetan wolf.
Although one scientific paper
has estimated that there are 500
of them. This is because the na-
ture of the topography in Ladakh,
whichis remote and formidable,
makes a survey difficult to con-
duct. Both sub-species are criti-
cally endangered and yet, there
are no conservation projects
launched by the Government for
wolves,” he said.
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The  Cauvery  Water
Management Authority
(CWMA) was constituted in
2018. The resolution asked the
CWMA not to consider
Karnataka’s detailed project re-
port (DPR) of the Mekedatu
scheme, which was not part of
the Supreme Court, and not to
grant permission for the same.

“Bigger” than the Krishnaraja
Sagar project, the Mekedatudam
was conceived asa solutiontoen-
sure adequate drinking water
supply to Bengaluru and to
recharge the groundwater tables
inthe region. An expression of in-
terest for the project wasissued in
November 2014 and Rs 25 crore
was allocated for a DPR prepara-
tion in March 2015. The approval
to prepare the DPR for the Rs
6,000 crore project was given by
the Central Water Commission
(CWC) in 2018, sparking contro-
versy and escalated statement
wars between politicians of the
two states. The CWC consent for
DPR was perceived as a move in
favour of Karnataka.

ODISHA

President Ram Nath Kovind
presents Padma Shri to
Swami Sivananda.

125-yr-old yoga
guru receives
Padma Shri

New Delhi: Walking bare feetin the
palatial Darbar Hall of Rashtrapati
Bhavan, 125-year-old Swami
Sivananda received a standing
ovation when he received the
Padma Shri from President Ram
Nath Kovind on Monday.

Before receiving the award,
the yoga practitioner prostrated
first before PM Narendra Modi
and then before the President,
drawing another round of ap-
plause from the guest at the civil
investiture ceremony. Returning
the greeting, PM Modi promptly
bowed and touched the ground.

The yoga guru, dressed in
white kurta and dhoti, knelt one
more time while moving towards
the dais and the President stepped
out and helped Sivananda rise to
his feet, after which he handed
over the award and the citation.

The President was seen talk-
ing tothe Swami as the two posed
for pictures. Dedicating his life for
human welfare, Swami
Sivananda has been serving lep-
rosy-affected people at Puri for
the past 50 years. PTI

Bihar deaths:
Toll rises to 34;
police rule out
hooch as cause

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA,MARCH 21

ELEVEN MORE deaths Monday
raised the toll in the suspected
hooch tragedy in Bihar to 34,
evenas the police ruled outillicit
liquor as the cause in most cases.

The fresh deaths were re-
ported in Banka and Bhagalpur
districts, where the toll rose to 14
and 16 respectively, officials said.

“In none of the cases, we got
any lead that the deaths were
caused because of consuming
spurious liquor,” Banka district
magistrate Suharsa Bhagat said
inastatement.

“The sub-divisional police of-
ficer conducted a thorough probe
and, as relatives of those who
died did not want a postmortem
to be conducted, the cremation
was done,” the officer said.

In Bhagalpur only two bod-
ies were sent for postmortem
and the report is awaited, offi-
cials said. Bhagalpur sub-divi-
sional police officer Dinesh
Chandra Srivastava said: “There
had been complaints of stomach
ache and vomiting in all cases”.

Bihar celebrated Holi on
March 18 and 19. The remaining
four deaths were reported in
Madhepura district.

The families of most of the vic-
tims have blamed the deaths on
the consumption of spurious
liquor. Sukhdev Sah, whose father-
in-law Dablu Kumar was admit-
ted inaBanka hospital on Sunday,
said: “My father-in-law drank
liquor with some people on March
18 andlater complained of nausea,
stomach pain and giddiness.”

JD(U) minister Jayant Manjhi,
who represents Amarpur, under
which Banka falls, has notissued
any statement on the deaths so
far. Neither has prohibition and
excise minister Sunil Kumar.

Andhra panel to probe if
Naidu govt used Pegasus

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, MARCH 21

THE ANDHRA Pradesh Assembly
on Monday passed a resolution
toset upacommittee to find out
if the previous Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) government had
bought and used the controver-
sial Israeli spyware, Pegasus.

The resolution came as the
ruling YSRCPtold the House it had
taken note of West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee’s comments
last week that while her govern-
ment had rejected an offer to buy
Pegasus 4-5 years ago, the soft-
ware had been acquired by
Andhra Pradesh when TDP chief
N Chandrababu was the CM.

Finance Minister B
Rajendranath told the House it
was “quite possible” the Naidu
government may have bought
and used the spyware.

“A senior leader and CM like
Mamata Banerjee will not say it
just like that,” he told the
Assembly on Monday afternoon.

“Naidu used all kinds of tactics
against his political opponents. It
is possible the spyware was used

Retired bureaucrat held in
cameraman’s murder case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, MARCH 21

THE BHADRAK police on Monday
arrested a retired bureaucrat and
former Public Relations Officer
(PRO) to the Governor and Chief
Minister's Office(CMO),in connec-
tion with the kidnapping and
murder of acameraman.

The former Odisha
Information Services officer,
Niranjan Sethi, had retired in
February as the Director
(Technical) of the State
Information and Public Relations
Department. "Prima facie evi-
dence suggests that he (Sethi)was
involved in the planning and exe-
cution of the murder. He was not
present at the time of the abduc-
tion, but we have evidence thathe
was present at the the time of the
murder. Based on thisevidence, he
was arrested on Monday,"
Bhadrak Superintendent of Police
Charan Meena said.

The cameraman, Manas Swain
(28), was allegedly kidnapped on
February 7 from outside a wed-

New Delhi

ding venue in Bhadrak and later
murdered in Bhubaneswar. The
police are on the lookout for
Sarmishtha Rout, owner/editor of
aBhubaneshwar-based web por-
tal and fortnightly newspaper,
Sampurna Odia. Swain worked
with Rout’s web portal until three
monthsagowhen he began work-
ing as a freelance cameraman.

He was allegedly kept captive
at an old age home in
Bhubaneswar, which is also run
by Rout. His body was found in a
paddy field in Ranpur area of
Nayagarh. As per preliminary in-
vestigation, Swain was a former
employee of Rout and was in pos-
session of a CPU chip that con-
tained some controversial videos
and photosrelated to her that she
wanted back, the police said. The
police, however, are unaware of
the content of the chip. Based on
a complaint by Swain's family,
three persons were arrested on
March 12, who confessed to
killing him at Rout’s behest. Those
arrested were Bhagyadhar Nayak,
26,Bebek Nayak, 19, and Krushna

Chandra Nayak, 50.
. |

to keep a tab on the 5 crore peo-
ple of AP. We cannot present any
evidence because such mischie-
vous work is done illegally and is
kept under wraps without leav-
ing any evidence. We are assum-
ing that not only political leaders
butvoters of all sections were un-
der surveillance during Naidu'’s
regime,” he added.

The TDP dismissed the alle-
gations. Naidu’s son and TDP’s
national general secretary Nara
Lokesh said Pegasus did offer to
sell the spyware to the then AP
government “but we rejected it”.

“If the government had pur-
chased the spyware, there would
bearecord ofit,” he said. “If there
had been any such thing, would
the (YSRCP chief and incumbent
CM)Jaganregime spare us? Inthe
last three years, they have tried
every trick to fix us but failed, be-
cause we did nothing wrong.”

Denying all allegations of ille-
gal phone tapping, Lokesh, former
Information Technology Minister
in his father’s Cabinet, said
Banerjee’s comments were “mis-
informed”. “If we had resorted to
such things, Jagan Reddy would
not have come to power in 2019.”

Six arrested for
Jagannath temple
servitor’s murder

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, MARCH 21

THE POLICE on Monday arrested
six persons for allegedly murder-
ing a servitor of the Puri
Jagannath temple.

The victim, Krushna Chandra
Pratihari(45),was shotin the head
and chest from a close range by
two assailants outside a gym in
Harchandi Sahi on March 16.
Pratihari was a former member of
the Shree Jagannatha Temple
Managing Committee and secre-
tary of the Suara-MahasuaraNijog,
an association of cooks responsi-
ble for preparing the mahaprasad.

Following Pratihari’s death,
his brother had lodged a com-
plaint against six persons. The
police have so far arrested three
of those named in the FIR and
three persons whose names
cropped up during the investi-
gation. Three others named in
the FIR are still on the run, the
police said. The arrestees have
been identified as Kalia Singhari,
Dalgovind Singhari, Kalu
Panigrahi, Baba Mahapatra,
Sandeep Jena and Munna Patra.
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Entrance test for central univs: how, why

The government has announced a common entrance test across central universities. Why was the need felt, and what will be the format of the exam?

SAKSHISAROHA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

ON MONDAY, the University Grants
Commission (UGC) announced the introduc-
tion of the Central University Entrance Test
(CUET), which is now mandatory for under-
graduate admission at any of the 45 central
universities in the country.

Why a common entrance test?

Several governments, over the years, have
made attempts to replace multiple entrance
tests with a single one to reduce the burden
on higher education aspirants. In fact, even
CUET is not new. It had been launched as the
Central Universities Common Entrance Test
(CUCET) in 2010 under the UPA-II govern-
ment, but had failed to gather steam since
only 14 central universities had adopted it
until last year.

CUET is arevamped version of CUCET and
it'snow compulsory for all 45 central univer-
sities to adopt it. This has come after the an-
nouncement of the new National Education
Policy (NEP), which advocates the need for
an entrance test for university admissions.

What does this mean for undergraduate
admissions at a reputable central
university such as, say, Delhi University?

As far as Delhi University is concerned,
sky-high cut-off marks will now be history.
Astudent's Board marks will have norole in
determining her admission to a college or a
programme. It will be based only on her
CUET score. At best, colleges affiliated to
Delhi University — or any central university
for that matter — can use Board marks as the
minimum eligibility criteria for admission.

For skill-based courses that have major
practical components, such as music, painting,
sculpture and theatre, universities will be al-
lowed to conduct practical exams or interviews
along with CUET. For professional programmes
suchas engineering and MBBS, central univer-
sities will admit through the entrance exams
JEE (Main) and NEET respectively.

Why did the government decide against
giving weightage to students'
performance in Class 12 Board exams?
The government did not favour using Board
marks foradmission because of the “diversity”
in evaluation methods adopted by different
Boards. “Some Boards are more generous than
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othersin marking and this gives their students
an unfair advantage over others,” said a gov-
ernment official who spoke on anonymity.

So, who will conduct CUET and when?
The National Testing Agency (NTA),
which conducts entrance tests such as JEE
(Main)and UGC-NET, will also conduct CUET
for all central universities in the first week of
July. It is a computer-based test that will be
held in two shifts and can be takenin 13 lan-
guages — Hindi, Marathi, Gujarati, Tamil,
Telegu, Kannada, Malayalam, Urdu,
Assamese, Bengali, Punjabi, Odia and English.
However, it's not clear whether CUET will be
conducted on a single day or multiple days.
The application window for the exami-
nation will open in the first week of April. But
unlike JEE (Main), there will be no common
counselling for admission to central univer-
sities based on the CUET score. Each univer-
sity is free to define its admission process
based on the merit list prepared by the NTA.
However, UGC chairman M Jagadesh Kumar
did not rule out joint counselling in future.

What will CUET test a candidate on?
The UGC chairman said that the three-

and-a-half-hour computer-based entrance
test will only have multiple choice questions
based on the content of NCERT textbooks.
CUET will essentially have three parts.

The first part will test a candidate on a
language of her choice. This will consist read-
ing comprehension, questions on vocabu-
lary, synonyms and antonyms, besides other
things. There will be a choice of 13 languages.
Apart from compulsorily appearing for one
language test (out of 13 languages), a candi-
date will also have the option of taking an-
other test in an additional language from a
basket of 19 — French, Spanish, German,
Nepali, Persian, Italian, Arabic, Sindhi,
Kashmiri, Konkani, Bodo, Dogri, Maithili,
Manipuri, Santhali, Tibetan, Japanese,
Russian and Chinese.

The second part of CUET is focused on
testing a candidate's domain-specific knowl-
edge. This section offers a total of 27 domains,
and a candidate can choose to have her
knowledge tested in at least one and a max-
imum of six domains. Each central university
will specify which domain-specific test a can-
didate has to take for which programme.

The 27 domains on offer in the second
part of CUET are Accountancy/ Book Keeping,

Biology/ Biological Studies/ Biotechnology,
Business Studies, Chemistry, Computer
Science/ Informatics Practices, Economics/
Business Economics, Engineering Graphics,
Entrepreneurship, Geography, History, Home
Science, Knowledge Tradition-Practices
India, Legal Studies, Commercial Arts,
Mathematics, Physical Education/ NCC,
Physics, Political Science, Psychology,
Sociology, Teaching Aptitude, Agriculture,
Mass Media/ Mass Communication,
Anthropology, Fine Arts/ Visual Arts
(Sculpture/ Painting), Performing Arts and
Sanskrit.

The third part of the entrance test will be
a general test with questions on general
knowledge, current affairs, general mental
ability, numerical ability, quantitative reason-
ing(simple, application of basic mathematical
concepts arithmetic/algebra geometry/men-
suration/stat taught till class 8), logical and an-
alytical reasoning. A candidate will appear for
the general test only if it's desired by the pro-
gramme and university of choice.

Apart from the compulsory language test,
a candidate's participation in the domain-
specific part of CUET and the general test will
depend on whether a central university

wants it for the programme she is applying
for. For instance, a university may ask a stu-
dent to only appear for the language and gen-
eral tests for admission to a programme. For
another programme, it may ask for the can-
didate's score in the compulsory language
testand a domain-specific test. The aspirant
will have to first check a programme's re-
quirements and appear for a combination of
domain-specific tests, language test and gen-
eral test (if required), accordingly.

Why is CUET only limited to central
universities?

At this moment, CUET is compulsory for
central universities but the government is
open to other institutions, including private
universities, adopting this examination in-
stead of conducting their own.

What about postgraduate admissions in
central universities?

Unlike undergraduate studies, conduct-
ing admissions to postgraduate programmes
through CUET is not compulsory for central
universities. Therefore, they are free to adopt
CUET for PG admissions or stick to their own
admission process for now.

Out of favour with Army & allies, why
Imran’s future as PM looks uncertain

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

PAKISTAN PRIME Minister Imran Khan's con-
tinuance in office appears uncertain. An al-
liance of opposition parties — Nawaz Sharif's
Pakistan Muslim League (N); Asif Ali Zaradri's
Pakistan people's Party (PPP); and Maulana
Fazlur Rehman's Jamat Ulema-Islam (F) -
have jointly submitted a no-confidence mo-
tion against the Prime Minister to the
Speaker of the National Assembly. Many in
Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)
too have turned against him, and his coali-
tion partners appear in two minds about
backing him.

Falling out with Army

Khan's situation is all the more dire be-
cause he and the Pakistan Army have fallen
out. For about two years after his 2018 elec-
tion, Khan's boast was that his government,
unlike previous civilian governments, was on
the “same page” as the Army and was there-
fore stable and could focus on governance.
The Army and the Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) had worked overtime for Khan's election

or “selection” as it came to be called — by
engineering defections from PPP and PLM(N)
so that the PTI had “electable” candidates
who could win elections on their own steam,
irrespective of party affiliation.

The PTI won 155 seats in the 342-seat
National Assembly, and made up 176 with
coalition partners MQM, the Musharraf-era
PML(Q), a new Balochistan group called
Balochistan Awam Party, and other small
parties. Two other parties with three seats
between them gave outside support.

The arrangement was held together by
the Army. Unlike other civilian governments
headed by PPP and PML(N) in the post-
Musharraf era, the PTI had no particular de-
sire to assert its independence from the mil-
itary. From surrendering the handling of the
Covid-19 crisis to the US-Taliban talks, the
Prime Minister appeared comfortable with
the role the Army was playing in national
governance and foreign policy.

Within two years, the “hybrid” arrange-
ment started fraying as the government's
popularity waned. With little expertise in
administration, and preoccupied with keep-
ing the PTI's promise of weeding out corrup-
tion, Imran Khan floundered on the eco-

Imran Khan faces a no-confidence motion moved by the opposition. Reuters

nomic front. Last month, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) released $1 billion
from a bailout the country had secured in
2019. Out of a total package of $6 billion,
Pakistan has now received half of that
amount. But food and energy prices have re-
mained high.

Unlike other 'hybrid' arrangements, such
as in Myanmar, the Pakistan Army craves
popularity. Within the Army, differences
cropped up over backing Khan.

Extension and after

The first signs of civil-military tensions
came with Army chief General Qamar Javed
Bajwa’s 2019 extension, which caused em-
barrassment for the government and the
Army when the Supreme Court questioned
the basis for such extensions and ordered
that it be approved by Parliament.

In late 2020, the three major opposition
parties — PMI(N), PPP and Jul(F) — came toge-
ther and held big rallies targeting Imran Khan's
governance failures, and his and the Army's
“sellout” to India on Kashmir. PML(N) leaders
Sharif and his daughter Maryam Nawaz sin-
gled out Bajwa for condemnation. But neither
the government nor the Army blinked and
Imran looked set to complete his term.

What finally got Imran was the tail trying
to wag the dog. Last year, as Bajwa ordered a
series of transfers of his top generals, Imran
Khan tried to hang on to Lt. General Faiz
Hameed, then the ISI chief, who had been

transferred to head the XI Corps in Peshawar.

Atone time, he was tipped to be the next
Army chief, and a Corps command post a
year ahead of Gen Bajwa’s retirement in
2022 would have been seen as the fulfilling
of an eligibility requirement for the top job.

But Hameed had become an institutional
liability for the Army. Although he was Gen
Bajwa’s blue-eyed boy only months earlier; his
exposure to several controversies, including
his triumphant public appearance in Kabul af-
ter the Taliban takeover, went against him.

Imran Khan's three-week-long refusal to
sign off on the appointment of Lt Gen
Nadeem Anjum as the new ISI chief raised
apprehensions in the Army that the PM and
Hameed were likely viewing each other as
guarantors of their respective ambitions —
Hameed to become Army chief with the
Prime Minister’s help, and the latter to win
another term in 2023 with Hameed’s help.

As an institution, the Pakistan Army is
suspicious of generals who break ranks to
build individual relations with politicians.
Although the Prime Minister finally signed
the notification for Anjum'’s appointment,
relations between the Army and the govern-
ment had suffered a rupture.

Opposition parties saw in this the oppor-
tunity for yet another attempt to unseat Imran
Khan. Sure that this time the Army would not
back him, they submitted a no-confidence
motion to the Speaker on March 14, withare-
quest to him to convene Parliament.

As an opposition politician, Imran Khan
had once appealed to the “neutral umpire”
— the Army — to unseat the Nawaz Sharif
government. This time, when the Army de-
clared itself neutral, he lashed out at it, say-
ing “only beasts are neutral”.

Dissidents in party

Imran Khan is now said to be 12-24 MNAs
(Members of National Assembly) short of a
majority. Last week, some Imran Khan loy-
alists tried to break into an official guest
house of the Sindh Province in Islamabad,
where the dissidents are sequestered.

The Prime Minister said his party would
also put up a show of strength outside the
National Assembly. This has prompted the
opposition parties to announce their own
show at the same venue. The proposed rival
shows slated for March 27, a day before the
trust vote is to be taken up, have raised con-
cerns of large scale violence and bloodshed.

On March 19, the Supreme Court Bar
Association petitioned the Supreme Court
tointervene to prevent “anarchy” and direct
all political parties to act according to the
Constitution on the no-confidence vote.

On Monday, through a presidential refer-
ence, the government asked the court to in-
terpret Article 63-A of Pakistan's
Constitution, under which defecting MNAs
can be disqualified, and clarify if this provi-
sion could be applied pre-emptively to
MNAs who were engaged in dissident activ-
ities, as a “prophylactic” to “cleanse the dem-
ocratic system”. The court has formed a five-
member bench to hear the matter. The next
hearing is on March 24.

As per the Constitution, Speaker Asad
Qaiser should have convened Parliament by
March 22. He was seen as dragging his feet on
calling the session. Opposition parties asked
the court to take note of this transgression. But
citing the unavailability of the Assembly prem-
isesonMarch 22-23, whenthey have beenreq-
uisitioned for the ongoing Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation meet, the Speaker has
now convened the session on March 25. The
vote must take place between three and seven
days of the Assembly convening.

Imran Khan is pinning his hopes on the
Supreme Court to bail him out. There is also
speculation that he might sack the Army
chief. But without an extraordinary interven-
tion by himself or some other stakeholder in
this crisis, the floor test is likely to come first.

How costlier bulk diesel will hit consumers

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

OIL MARKETING companies (OMCs) on
Sunday hiked the price of bulk diesel by
aboutRs 25 per litre, making the fuel signif-
icantly more expensive for bulk consumers
such as malls, factories and the railways
compared to retail consumers, as oil refin-
ers face elevated prices of crude oil. The price
of Brent crude hasrisen about 43% since the
beginning of the year to $111.4 per barrel, up
from $78.11 per barrel. India imports about
85% of its crude oil requirements.

What is the difference in the prices for
bulk and retail buyers?

The price of bulk diesel is now about Rs
25 per litre higher than that of diesel at re-
tail points of OMCs. In Mumbai, the bulk
price of diesel has been hiked to Rs 122 per

litre compared to Rs 94.14 per litre at retail
points, according to sources at OMCs.

State-owned OMCs Indian Oil
Corporation Ltd, Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd have held the retail prices
of petrol and diesel constant since
November 4 last year despite a sharp in-
crease in global crude oil prices. Ordinarily,
the price of petrol and diesel are revised
daily in line with international prices of pe-
troleum products.

According to experts, OMCs are cur-
rently facing significant losses on the sale of
both petrol and diesel. Analysts have noted
that petrol and diesel prices are likely to see
significant hikes once OMCs resume daily
revisions of fuel prices.

What will be the impact of the hike in

the price of bulk diesel?
Key bulk buyers of diesel including the

Railways, factories, malls and transport
companies will face significantly higher
prices than retail consumers. Diesel is pri-
marily used by industry to power gensets
for power back-up and also for operations
of mobile towers.

Power back-up will therefore become
more expensive for housing societies that
use diesel gensets as a backup for power
supply. An expert who did not wish to be
quoted said higher prices for bulk buyers
may disproportionately affect users of
gensets in tier 2 and tier 3 cities as power
supply is more reliable in tier 1 cities such
as Delhi and Mumbai.

The industry has noted that the move to
hike bulk diesel prices will incentivise bulk
consumers to source fuel at retail points.

“There is a massive surge of demand at
fuel stations (retail outlets) due toincreased
delta of ~ Rs 25/Itr between Retail and
Industrial price of diesel, leading to heavy

New Delhi

diversion of Bulk HSD (Direct Customers)
to retail outlets. There is also a very heavy
lifting of fuel by dealers and both B2B & B2C
customers, who have advanced their pur-
chases, to top up their tanks and capacities
in anticipation of price increase which is
overdue.” said a spokesperson of Reliance
BP Mobility Ltd (RBML) which operates over
1,380 retail fuel outlets across the country.

Sources at RBML said it had reduced the
supply of both petrol and diesel at retail
points as it was facing losses on the sales of
both products. When the price of crude oil
had hit record highs in 2008, Reliance had
been forced to shut fuel retail operations,
unable to match the subsidised prices of-
fered by state-owned OMCs.

Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas
Hardeep SIngh Puri confirmed last week
that the consumption of petroleum prod-
ucts had increased sharply in anticipation
of fuel price hikes.
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WORDLY WISE
DOMESTIC POLICY CAN ONLY DEFEAT us;
FOREIGN POLICY CAN KILL US.

—JonN F. KENNEDY

ThelndianEXPRESS
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A MATTER OF QUAD

Amid Ukraine crisis, India does well to deepen ties with
Australia and Japan, draw red lines vis a vis Beijing

HE UNEXCEPTIONABLE POINT made by Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Le

Yucheng in his barely-veiled attack on the Quad — the grouping consisting of

India, Australia, Japan and the US — was this: “No country should pursue its so-

called absolute security at the expense of other countries’ security.” He drew a
parallel between the situation in Ukraine — according to him, a result of “the NATO strategy
of eastward expansion” — and the several provocations perceived by Beijing in the Indo-
Pacific. The analogy does not hold. After all, it is China that has become an assertive power
in the region and beyond, often at the “expense of other countries' security”. US forces and
allies have been a presence in the region since the end of the Second World War, and unlike
NATO, the Quad is not a military alliance. As a former ambassador to India and rising star in
China's foreign policy establishment, Le may understandably be taken seriously in Delhi. But
it is important to note that amid recent geopolitical developments, India's foreign policy
priorities and the ties fostered with members of the Quad are holding fast.

The Quad is aresponse to China's rising ambitions, which have manifested in the form
of occupying islands and trying to control sea lanes in the Indo-Pacific, as well as its ac-
tivities along the Line of Actual Control with India. On the other hand, as recently as
February 4, China and Russia declared a “no-limits” partnership, effectively creating an
alliance where they would back each other's plans in Ukraine and Taiwan. In other words,
China may be doing precisely what it is accusing the West and countries in the Indo-
Pacific of doing. Le's offensive against the Quad also comes on the heels of Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's summit-level meetings with the prime ministers of Japan and
Australia this week. With both countries, the level of bilateral economic cooperation and
strategic convergence has only deepened: Japan has committed to investments of about
$4.2 billion over five years and Australia too is likely to unveil new projects and investments
inIndia. Both visits took place following reports of Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi's of-
fer to visit India.

New Delhi must engage in talks with Beijing, while, as it has done so far, looking out
for its best interests. It is also clear that China continues to be seen as the primary chal-
lenge by the Quad. Both the Japanese and Australian prime ministers have reportedly
discussed the situation in Ukraine with PM Modi, and have not insisted that India echo
their position. New Delhi has also reiterated that China's belligerence — whether on its
borders or in the Indo-Pacific — stands in the way of a thaw in ties with Beijing. No amount
of grandstanding by China changes that reality.

ILL-TEMPERED PARTY

Kerala Congress directive to party leaders on addressing a CPM
meet shows it in unflattering light

HE DIRECTIVE OF the Congress leadership in Kerala to its leaders against
speaking at seminars organised as part of the CPM party conference in the
state next month is a churlish step that shows the party in poor light. In its
best version, the Congress prides itself on being a centrist outfit that upholds
the ideals of free speech and the spirit of dialogue. Its diktat to former Union minister K
VThomas and Thiruvananthapuram MP Shashi Tharoor gives a lie to that claim, or boast.

Congress state chief K Sudhakaran, who issued the directive, has said that party lead-
ers must not be seen on CPM platforms at a time when the latter, which heads the gov-
ernment in Kerala, is pursuing “anti-people policies”, particularly the controversial semi-
high-speed railway project. He has threatened disciplinary action against those who
refuse to heed the leadership's order. Tharoor has been invited by the CPM to speak on
challenges facing secularism whereas Thomas was asked to address a session on Centre-
state relations. Both leaders are eminently qualified for the tasks assigned to them —
Tharoor has written extensively on the idea and practice of secularism and its legacy in
India while Thomas headed important parliamentary panels such as the Public Accounts
Committee in the course of multiple terms in the Lok Sabha. The Congress and the CPM
— bitter rivals in Kerala, but electoral allies in Tamil Nadu and West Bengal — profess and
project similar views on both secularism and Centre-state relations, which their leaders
spell out on national platforms regularly. Relations between the two parties in the state
have deteriorated in recent times, with top leaders stooping to name-calling and amus-
ing their respective cadres by recalling violent encounters from college days. But it is afirst
for the state when a PCC chief bans even intellectual engagement with the CPM. In fact,
the presence of Tharoor and Thomas at the CPM party conference would not only deepen
the deliberations but also foster a much-needed dialogue in a polarising time.

Ever since his appointment as PCC chief, Sudhakaran has been focused on transform-
ing the Congress from a mass party to a cadre-centric outfit, a sort of mirror image of the
CPM. His insistence on breaking all contact with rivals too stems from a notion that the
Congress needs to be more aggressive inits pursuit of office, and that it must not leave any
opportunity to frame the rival as an enemy. This is an impoverished notion which only
makes the Congress look more insecure and ill-tempered while further shrinking spaces
of public discourse.

STRIVING FOR GOLD

The way he plays, Lakshya Sen is a wonderful mascot of what
sport ought to be — anirresistible watch

AKSHYA SEN'S DEFEAT in the All England finals, combined with the enduring
memory of what Prakash Padukone (1980) and Pullela Gopichand (2001)
achieved by nailing the title, points to the evolved standards that a sport seeks
to achieve. A huge gulf exists between contending in a final and crossing the
threshold of winning. Respecting this gap and being aware of just how significantly supe-
rior a goldis to asilver, can help Indian badminton move forward while pursuing excellence.

Lee Chong Wei carried the whole of Malaysia along with him through his pursuit of
the elusive gold at the Olympics and World Championships. Chen Long's China and
Anthony Ginting's Indonesia believed that the silver and bronze won at the Tokyo
Olympics were sub-par for these talents. Sen would be the first to know the difference be-
tween winning the title and winning just the 25 points against Axelsen's 42. History de-
mands great fervour in its pursuit, and India is learning that through PV Sindhu and
Kidambi Srikanth's silvers at world events — before Sindhu grabbed gold in 2019, and
now Sen's runner-up position. Every silver can also potentially trigger the start of a new
exciting journey of upgrading the game, and Indians will be giddy partisans as the 22-year-
old goes back to the drawing board, and views the inadequacies of his game.

For a country that has settled into watching badminton with anticipation, these Finals
Sundays also offer a great non-cricket option to watch sport. There's a plethora of story-
lines to follow — Sen’s pursuit of titles of course, but also the emergence of doubles —
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty in men’s and now Treesa Jolly-Gayatri
Gopichand in women's doubles. Sindhu's resurgence and Srikanth’s continued search
for the big title will keep sports TV viewing exciting. The real joy in sport is in watching
the rollercoaster of playing action. The way he plays, Sen is a wonderful mascot of what
sport ought to be — an irresistible watch.

N

The pandemic puzzle

Income inequality declined after lockdown. This decline
was driven largely by increase in social mobility

ANUP MALANI ARPIT GUPTA AND BARTEK WODA

INDIA’S POPULATION HAS been ravaged by
the Covid-19 pandemic. As per official statis-
tics, millions have been infected, while
around half a million have died. But the indi-
rect evidence suggests a far larger impact,
with over 65 per cent of the population hav-
ing been infected, with perhaps five million
excess deaths.

While the country’s health has suffered
greatly, economic data paints a more com-
plex story. India’s economic experience has
two parts — during the national lockdown
and after it. At a macro level, it is well known
that GDP fell sharply during the lockdown.
After the lockdown, there has been a largely
V-shaped recovery, even though the main
waves of the pandemic occurred well after
India’s lockdown.

But what happened at the micro-level?
How did the very poor fare? Did inequality
rise? We used monthly data of roughly
2,00,000 households with one million mem-
bers from the Consumer Pyramids Household
Survey (CPHS) to examine these questions.
The answers are somewhat surprising.

During the lockdown, poverty and in-
equality spiked as economic activity grounded
(almost) to a halt. The fraction of the popula-
tionin extreme poverty, defined by the World
Bank as those with income below $1.90, rose
from 7.6 per cent in November 2019 to 50.5
per centin April 2020. While both the richand
the poor suffered, the poor were hit harder. In
2019, the average monthly household income
of the top and bottom quartiles of the income
distribution were approximately Rs 45,000
and Rs 8,000 in urban areas respectively and
Rs 22,500 and Rs 7,500 in rural areas. During
the lockdown, in urban areas, incomes of the
top quartile fell by roughly 35 per cent and the
bottom quartile by 55 per cent. The rural num-
berswere 35 per centand 40 per cent respec-
tively. Overall, income inequality, measured
by the ratio of the average income in the top
quartile and in the bottom quartile, spiked by
almost 25 per cent and 15 per cent in urban
and rural areas respectively.

After the lockdown, poverty began to de-
cline but did not return to the pre-pandemic
levels. As of July 2021, 11.7 per cent of house-

The surprising finding,
however, is that income
inequality declined after the
lockdown to below pre-
pandemic levels. Pre-
pandemic, the top quartile
earned on average four times
that of the bottom quartile in
urban areas, and three times
in rural areas. Now, it earns
three times more in urban
areas, and twice in rural
areas. Even more
remarkably, the higher the
income was at nearly every
point in the income
distribution, the economic
harm from the pandemic has
been worse: The 95th
percentile households were
hurt more than the 90th
percentile, and the 10th
percentile more than

the 5th percentile.

holds remained in extreme poverty, about
4 percentage points higher than before
Covid-19.

The surprising finding, however, is that in-
come inequality declined after the lockdown
tobelow pre-pandemic levels. Pre-pandemic,
the top quartile earned on average four times
that of the bottom quartile in urban areas, and
three times in rural areas. Now, it earns three
times more in urban areas, and twice in rural
areas. Even more remarkably, the higher the
income was at nearly every point in the in-
come distribution, the economic harm from
the pandemic has been worse: The 95th per-
centile households were hurt more than the
90th percentile, and the 10th percentile more
than the 5th percentile.

This decline in inequality was driven
largely by an increase in social mobility. The
change in a person’s income has two parts:
The change in her income percentile and the
change inincome for that percentile. The first
change s called social mobility, while the sec-
ond change is related to the Gini coefficient
which measures the fraction of income attrib-
utable to different percentiles of the income
distribution. India had a relatively high Gini
coefficient of 0.4 before the pandemic.
Unfortunately, it returned to that level after
the lockdown. However, the probability thata
household fell from the top or rose from the
bottom quartile jumped by roughly 10 per-
centage points.

Nodatais perfect,and the CPHS — the data
we employ — is no exception. For example,
the response rates in CPHS fell sharply during
the lockdown. Our analysis suggests, however,
that the non-response was almost random, so
CPHS remained representative. More impor-
tantly, CPHS is still the “best game in town” for
understanding the pandemic. Government
microdata will not be available for some years.

Some economists have questioned
whether the CPHS adequately represents
poor communities. In our opinion, the jury is
still out. But, even if CPHS is not fully repre-
sentative of the very poor in rural areas, that
would not alter our conclusions. Our evidence
shows that the negative effects of the pan-
demic fell with each lower percentile, even

below the 10th percentile. If CPHS sampled
those percentiles more, we would find that
inequality fell even more than what we sug-
gestabove.

One might object that our analysis does
not pass the eyeball test. Urban residents, es-
pecially inthe top 1 per cent, might argue that
the ultra-rich saw their stock portfolios grow
even as they worked safely from home. We do
not disagree. Almost no data, including the
CPHS, captures the top 0.1 or even the top 1
per centof income in cities. These individuals
donotrespond tosuch surveys. Yet the top 0.1
per cent are not the only measure of inequal-
ity. The top 0.1 per cent may be quite visible
to the top 1 per cent, but they are still only 0.1
per cent of the population. The 75th percentile
is far more visible to the 25th percentile than
is the top 0.1 per cent.

Itisimportant to clarify what our analysis
does not show. First, it does not dispute that
there is substantial inequality in India. As of
July 2021, the top quartile average household
income was still Rs 15,000-20,000/month
greater than the bottom quartile. Second, we
do not show what will happen when the pan-
demic ends. While there were some signs that
inequality was falling before the pandemic,
we cannot be sure that the pattern will return
after the pandemic.

Most importantly, while one might view
the reduction in inequality as a positive, we
would not call ita silver lining. The pandemic
was overwhelmingly a disaster for the coun-
try.Butour findings suggest that it could have
been worse — inequality could also have
spiked. Fortunately, after the lockdown was
lifted, it did not.

Ifthere is a deeper lesson, it is that there is
no clear pattern between growth or poverty
on the one hand, and inequality on the other.
Personally, we believe that policies should fo-
cus on growth and poverty. While inequality
is problematic, it is a more elusive target.

Malani is the Lee and Brena Freeman
Professor at the University of Chicago. Gupta
is Assistant Professor at NYU Stern School of
Business. Woda is a research specialist at
University of Chicago

A QUESTION FOR 'THE COURT

Is uniformity of dress more important than the dissemination of education?

SAYYEDA MARYAM ZIYA

AS A YOUNG woman, I was relieved to read
the triple talaq judgment of the Supreme
Court in August 2017. The judges, led by the
Chief]Justice] S Khehar, set aside instant triple
talaq in the case otherwise known as the
Shayara Bano versus the Union of India and
others. Coming after several lynching inci-
dents, beginning with Mohammad Akhlaq
in Dadri in September 2015, the verdict went
along way towards assuaging the fears of the
minority. The Indian government wanted to
get rid of patriarchal practices happening in
the name of religion but there was no at-
tempt to tamper with the religious rights of
the minorities. It was heart-warming to see
the five judges from five different religions —
Chief Justice Khehar, Justice Kurian Joseph,
Justice R F Nariman, Justice U U Lalit and
Justice S Abdul Nazeer - quoting from the
Quran’s Surah Bagarah and Surah Talaq to re-
buff any allegations that they had gone
against either the letter or spirit of the Quran
in their verdict. Besides giving the strength
to fight fundamentalists within the commu-
nity, the verdict also reinforced my confi-
dence as a Muslim woman in India.
Unfortunately, those feelings are endan-
gered following the Karnataka High Court
judgment in the hijab case. “We are of the
considered opinion that wearing of hijab by
Muslim women does not form a part of es-
sential religious practice in Islam,” the bench
of three judges said, thereby refusing to strike
down the state government’s order restrict-
ing Muslim women from wearing the hijab

This verdict seems to be
putting Muslim women in a
lose-lose position when it
could have simply upheld
the idea of education for
more. The hijab issue is
important as the
stakeholders here are young,
female students, who wish to
cover their head in an
educated, democratic state.
These students come with
the desire to learn and
become independent,
without it taking away from
their personal religious
identity.

in educational institutions. When sundry
maulanas insist on Muslim women wearing
ahijab or,in many cases a full burqa, they do
not ask a woman’s views on the subject.
Likewise, the three judges have taken into
account neither awoman'’s view on the hijab
nor the condition of one habituated to the
hijab having to step out without it. Would
such a woman still step out or just retreat to
the privacy of her home? The Prime Minister,
soon after coming to power, started a “Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao” campaign to protect
and educate the girl child.

Today, the Karnataka HC verdict is a set-
back to Muslim girls in their pursuit of edu-
cation. Is uniformity of dress more impor-
tant than dissemination of education? Can
India afford to send back these students,
many of whom would have struggled to
convince their parents to send them out for
education in the first place, back home, or
into the clutches of conservative clerics?
Take the case of Tamil writer Salma, whose
parents withdrew her from school at the on-
set of puberty. Salma managed to pursue her
dreams of becoming a writer from the con-
fines of her marital home. Do we want more
girls to face similar challenges in Karnataka
and elsewhere?

Intoday’s India, the attempt to invisibilise
Muslims is an ongoing project. [t began with
their alleged dietary habits, when the sup-
posed gaurakshaks started attacking un-
armed Muslim men over unsubstantiated al-
legations of cow slaughter. More recently, we

had the sorry spectacle in Gurugram where
right-wing mobs disrupted Friday prayers
for weeks on end. The administration, in-
stead of protecting the worshippers, asked
them to reduce the number of prayer sitesin
the city. From over 130, the prayer sites came
down to 20. Muslims were effectively invis-
ibilised in Gurugram. The Karnataka verdict
will similarly invisibilise Muslim women.

This verdict seems to be putting Muslim
women in alose-lose position when it could
have simply upheld the idea of education. The
hijab issue is important as the stakeholders
here are young, female students who wish to
cover their head in an educated, democratic
state. These students come with the desire to
learn and become independent, without it
taking away from their personal religious
identity. Women’s oppression is multifaceted
and when the state takes away the choices of
a Muslim female student at the level of the
classroom, can we expect a brighter future
for the girl child? Far from enabling them to
enter the mythical mainstream, it will send
Muslim girls back into their little islands of
domestic life with no opportunity for profes-
sional attainment. The hijab ban in the class-
roomis notonly a ban onidentity butalsoon
female expression, choice, development and
the ability to break away from the shackles of
chauvinists, whether judges or religious fun-
damentalists.

The writer is a freelance journalist and student
of political science at Delhi University
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FORGING UNITY

THE JANATA PARTY is taking all possible steps
toensure unity of opposition parties, Chandra
Shekhar said on Sunday. However, since cer-
tain complexities were involved, it would take
some time to achieve the ultimate goal.
Chandra Shekhar, in an apparent appeal to all
concerned, said pre-conditions should not out-
weigh the existing circumstances demanding
the unity. An executive member talked about
setting a deadline for forging unity.

TENSE BUT PEACEFUL
ALIGARH WAS TENSE but peaceful on Sunday,

the second day of the curfew. No report of any
untoward incident was received. The district
authorities arrested 12 people in connection
with the disturbancesT in town. The district
magistrate R R Shah said that there was no
question of relaxing the curfew.

CLOSER TIES

THE DRAFT POLITICAL resolution of the
Communist Part of India which will be consid-
ered by the 12th party congress to be held on
Monday, underscores the need for a left and
democratic national alternative to the bour-
geois rule represented by the Congress-I gov-
ernment, both at the Centre and in many states.

New Delhi

In this task, the draft resolution calls for closer
understanding and a new and higher level of
unity in action between the CPl and the CPIM
while ruling out the immediate possibility of
unification of the communist movement in
the country.

USUAL PATTERN

THE CONGRESS-I LIST of nominees for the
Rajya Sabha poll from 13 states follows the
usual pattern. Indira Gandhi has made no effort
toinduct new talent who can be depended on
to refurbish the sagging image of her council
of ministers. Barring a sprinkling of lawyers,
most other candidates are politicians
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“The Roman Abramovich-related cr

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

isis at Chelsea FC might seem a minor

subplot when tectonic plates of such magnitude are shifting. But football’s global
reach and modern geopolitical dimensions make it much more than that.”

— THEGUARDIAN

Washington in South Asia

Amid Ukraine crisis, the US could limit the traditional economic and military weight
of China and Russia in the Subcontinent

BY C. RAJA MOHAN

IFTHE ACCIDENTAL firing of an Indian missile
into Pakistan earlier this month reminded us of
the Subcontinent's old paradigm, a series of
other developments highlight new structural
trends within South Asia.

Onthe external front, Russia's Ukraine war
and the Sino-Russian alliance are setting the
stage for a reordering of South Asia's great
power relations.

If it looks beyond the region's immediate
response to the war in Ukraine, Washington
can seize the current opportunity to elevate
the US's salience for the Subcontinent in part-
nership with India. The Indo-Pacific strategy
offers new pathways for the US to limit the tra-
ditional economic and military weight of China
and Russia in the Subcontinent.

In the wake of the missile accident, all the
familiar themes of the traditional US debate
on South Asia — crisis management, strategic
stability, nuclear arms control, Kashmir solu-
tions — welled up to the surface. As always,
Islamabad moved to seek international inter-
vention, including from the UN Secretary-
General. But there were few takers for this old
South Asian formula, except in Beijing. The
Western capitals have long moved away from
the old policy tropes for the Subcontinent.
Underlining the peremptory dismissal of
Islamabad's concerns is a deeper trend — the
relative decline of Pakistan's international
standing. To be sure, Pakistan still has nuclear
weapons and can always be a spoiler like
Vladimir Putin's Russia. But unlike Moscow,
where President Putin has spent the last cou-
ple of decades setting the Russian house in or-
der, Pakistan has squandered its energies in
pursuing unrealisable geopolitical goals in
Kashmir and Afghanistan and neglecting the
modernisation of its economy and the stabili-
sation of its polity. If Putin had a decent mate-
rial basis on which to make a terrible miscalcu-
lation in Ukraine, Pakistan has none.

Rawalpindi’s “selection” of Imran Khan to
reboot Pakistan a few years ago has gone ter-
ribly wrong. By going “rogue” and refusing to
work with the military establishment, Imran
Khan has done more damage to Pakistan than
Delhi could ever imagine. Khan has pushed
Pakistan into a deep constitutional crisis,
ground its economy into dust, and under-
mined relations with long-standing benefac-
tors in the US, Europe and the Gulf. Since his
election, US President Joe Biden has refused to
callImran Khan, whoruns a "major non-NATO
ally"; high-level visitors from Washington now
skip Pakistan during South Asia visits. Chinese
and Russian official visitors are among the few
to combine trips to Delhi and Islamabad.

For decades, Pakistan dominated
American mindspace in the Subcontinent.
Islamabad’s decline after the US withdrawal
from Afghanistan s likely to accelerate amidst
Pakistan’s deepening domestic political chaos.
With an economy that is smaller than that of
Bangladesh and limited prospects for rapid
growthin the coming years, Pakistan will find
ithard tomatchits traditional claim for “strate-
gic parity” with India.

The focus on the economicbrings us to the
second regional trend — the declining charm of
China’s Belt and Road Initiative in South Asia.

Justacouple of years ago, China’s commercial
march into South Asia seemed unstoppable.
Not any longer. Today, the region can'tignorean
important fact staring at its face. Pakistan and
Sri Lanka, which embraced the BRIwith great
gusto, are South Asia’s two worst-performing
economies. Questions are being asked on the
costs of BRI projects in Islamabad and
Colombo. The deepening economic crises are
compelling the elites of Pakistan and Sri Lanka
to focus on non-Chinese financial sources to
stabilise their economies. Pakistan turned to
the IMF with great reluctance under Imran
Khan but abandoned the adjustment pro-
gramme to play populist politics against the
“deep state” that is trying to unseat him.
Whoever succeeds Imran is likely to go back
to the West to put the Pakistan economy back
on track. Sri Lanka, which ostentatiously re-
fused to accept $480 million developmental
assistance from the USin 2020, is now desper-
ately looking for hard currency support for its
sinking economic fortunes. Earlier this month,
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa ended
Colombo’s reluctance to engage the IMF.

Inatwisted logicof its own, the South Asian
political class convinced itself that economic
engagement with the US would “undermine
sovereignty” while uncritically embracing
costly commercial cooperation with China. In
Nepal, the dominant communists had made
political opposition to US infrastructure assis-
tance of $500 million as a life and death issue
for adecade. At the end of last month, Nepal’s
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba and his
Nepal Congress have finally broken through
this surreal debate by getting the parliament
to ratify the US loan that will facilitate Nepal’s
infrastructure development and its economic
integration with the Subcontinent. That Deuba
resisted significant pressures from Chinatore-
ject US economic assistance underlines the
possibilities for the US, India, Japan, Australia
and the European Union to blunt Beijing’s eco-
nomicoffensives through greater coordination
onregional infrastructural investment.

Third, is the growing possibilities for US se-
curity cooperation with the Subcontinent.
During the Cold War, the US military engage-
ment was limited to Pakistan. In the 21st cen-
tury, there has been a steady expansion of US
defence cooperation with India. The current
focus on the Indo-Pacificis getting Washington
to modernise the defence partnerships with
the smaller countries of the region.

The Trump Administration discarded the
traditional obsession with Pakistan and began
to recognise the strategic significance of the

Just a couple of years ago,
China’s commercial march
into South Asia seemed
unstoppable. Not any longer.
Today, the region can’t ignore
an important fact staring at
its face. Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, which embraced the
BRI with great gusto, are
South Asia’s two worst-
performing economies.
Questions are being asked on
the costs of BRI projects in
Islamabad and Colombo.
The deepening economic
crises are compelling the
elites of Pakistan and Sri
Lanka to focus on non-
Chinese financial sources to
stabilise their economies.

CR Sasikumar

smaller South Asian states for its Indo-Pacific
strategy. It signed a defence cooperation agree-
mentwith the Maldives in September 2020. It
also began a diplomatic outreach to
Bangladesh — which was long-neglected in
Washington. The Chinese ambassador to
Bangladesh publicly warned Dhaka against
welcoming the US Indo-Pacific framework.

The Biden Administration seemed to drop
the ball by focusing initially on human rights
issues in Bangladesh, but it appears to be
making some amends this week by reviving
political engagement with Dhaka. The visit of
US Undersecretary of State Victoria Nuland
to Bangladesh over the weekend saw
progress towards signing the so-called GSO-
MIA (General Security of Military Information
Agreement) that codifies the commitment to
protect classified military information. The
US would also like Dhaka to sign other foun-
dational agreements that would facilitate
deeper bilateral defence cooperation. During
her visit to Colombo later this week, Nuland
and her team might want to pick up the
threads on security cooperation with Sri
Lanka that were initiated when the
Rajapaksas were out of power.

The prolonged military involvement with
Afghanistan and the emphasis on “Pakistan
first”led to extended US neglect of the smaller
countries in the Subcontinent. To make mat-
tersworse, Washington’s temptation to throw
the smaller states to “single-issue wolves” in
the Beltway that demand a constant feed on
human rights and otherissues has seen the US
lose ground to China and Russia on defence
diplomacy in the region.

Reversing that must necessarily involve
deeper security cooperation with the region
and developing alternatives to military de-
pendence on Beijing and Moscow. This is best
done in partnership with Delhi. Two decades
ago, George W Bush sought to strengthen
India’s global position — through the historic
civilnuclear initiative and more expansive de-
fence ties. Bush also recognised that the US
would be better off letting India take the lead
onregional issuesin the Subcontinentand the
Indian Ocean. But resistance in Washington
and Delhi made it hard to translate that into
reality. The changed regional circumstances
and the new geopolitical imperatives are now
nudging India and the US in that direction.

The writer is a senior fellow with the Asia
Society Policy Institute, Delhi and
contributing editor on international affairs
forThe Indian Express

A slippery slope

Russia’s offer of cheaper oil has hidden costs that India must deliberate upon

PRAVEEN CHAKRAVARTY

THE BERLIN Wall fell in 1989, the Soviet
Union collapsed in 1990 and India ushered
in economic liberalisation in 1991. They are
not unrelated events, as they may seem.
Global geopolitical events can impact do-
mestic policies in profound ways that one
may not usually fathom.

At the time of the fall of the Berlin Wall,
India’s economy was confronted with a bal-
ance of payments and a foreign exchange cri-
sis. Similarly, when the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict erupted, India was already staring at a
fragile economic state with slowing growth,
rising inflation, weak demand and tepid pri-
vate sector investment. The Union budget pre-
sented in February 2022 planned to amelio-
rate the economicssituation throughincreased
government spending on infrastructure and
other capital expenditure projects. The global
conflict has upended these plans.

Global crude oil prices have now risen
above $100 a barrel for the first time in the
Modi government’s tenure. Low oil prices since
2014 were a big blessing for India’s economy,
though much of the windfall was recklessly
squandered away by the Modi government.
The government collected fuel taxes to the
tune of Rs one lakh from every Indian family
over the last seven years, which helped shore
up government finances. Low oil prices also
helped keep inflation under control, ushered in

a low-interest rate regime and boosted GDP
growth by two to three percentage points be-
tween 2014 and 2020.

With oil above $100, the government now
has to spend twice as much to import oil as it
did earlier. It cannot pass on these high oil costs
to consumers amid such rapidly rising infla-
tionand weak demand. So, it will have to bear
these costs, which then severely hampers its
ability to spur the economy throughincreased
capital expenditure, as planned. Against this
gloomy backdrop, Russia has offered to sell oil
atlower prices toIndia. Itis a hard temptation
for India toresist. But one that comes with pro-
found and long-lasting consequences.

In 1991, the IMF offered help to India to
tide over the balance of payments crisis that
came attached with conditions of an open
economy policy and a liberalised trade
regime. The demise of the Soviet Union at that
time made it easier for India to abandon the
Soviet-influenced ideology of a planned
economy and veer towards the American ver-
sion of a market economy. Now;, in the reverse
ideological direction, Russia’s offer of cheaper
oil has hidden and direct costs that India will
have to deliberate upon.

Whenever global crude oil prices have
risen above $100 in the past, India was able to
cushion that shock primarily through growth
inexports.Inthe UPA's tenure, when oil prices

were similarly high, exports rose to nearly 25
per cent of nominal GDP, which helped India
withstand the shock. However, exports in the
last seven years have fallen dramatically to 18
per cent of GDP, which must be revived. With
weak domesticdemand, lack of private invest-
ment and fiscal bottlenecks togovernment ex-
penditure, the only viable option for India now
is to export its way out of economic misery.

The USisIndia’s biggest export market. The
US hasalready cautioned India about abetting
Russia by buying Russian oil. It remains to be
seenif the US willimpose secondary sanctions
against India for buying discounted Russian
oil, but that threat looms large. India’s precar-
ious economy cannot withstand trade sanc-
tions or barriers to exports by other nationsin
the western world.

Thereis anotherissue with buying Russian
oil. Typically, when India trades with any na-
tion, it is invoiced and paid in US dollars. But
with US sanctions against Russia, it will insist
on payment in rubles. If India is forced to ac-
cepttradinginrubles with Russia, thenitis very
likely that China, which is India’s second-
largest trading partner, may also insist on pay-
mentsin Chinese yuan. Saudi Arabia may also
insiston trading ina currency other than the US
dollar. This cascading “de-dollarisation” phe-
nomenon will further irk and antagonise the
US, since it weakens the dollar’s status as the

world’s reserve currency. The real geo-eco-
nomic battle in the world today is the “exorbi-
tant privilege” of the dollar that the US is keen
to preserve and China to dismantle. If India is
forced to purchase Russian oil in rubles and po-
tentially trade in yuan with China and others,
it can catapult India into the centre of a geo-
economic war that it canill afford.

Exports remain India’s biggest hope for a
long-term sustainable economic recovery with
ample job creation. The Russia-Ukraine con-
flict can be an opportunity for India to step up
and capture global market share in goods and
services. There is already talk of India capital-
ising on wheat exports, albeit a tiny share of
India’s overall exports, as a fallout of global
sanctions against Russian wheat. India cannot
risk being isolated in future global trade for
near-term discounted oil deals with Russia.

The Russia-Ukraine conflict and China’s
unambiguous support for Russia have re-
shaped the world order once again along
two axes, pitted against the US and its allies.
The US and China are India’s largest trading
partners. New Delhi’s best bet now is to ne-
gotiate with all its trading partners equally
and extract the best possible support for
India’s long-term interests.

Thewriter is a political economist and
Chairman of Data Analytics of the Congress

The abstention trap

By reducing Ukraine’s war to a territorial conflict

between two comparable evils, India’s stance

invisibilises civilian resistance

JEAN-THOMAS
MARTELLI AND
CHRISTOPHE JAFFRELOT

gression, call for international passivity
and make the struggle for justice by
“smaller” nations appear illegitimate.

As indicated by historian Klaus Richter,
states situated in the Russian borderlands
were not “seduced” into accessing NATO.
Instead, they sought membership to pro-
tect themselves against history repeating
itself. Experienced hardships include mil-
itary occupations (those of Abkhazia and
Crimea are recent instances — India pre-
ferred to abstain and not condemn
Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014),

IN A paradoxical turn of events, the brutal
invasion of the democratic state of
Ukraine by Russia has, despite its many
international condemnations, fostered a
certain convergence of views in India be-
tween the government, opposition, and
various sections of the intelligentsia. For
instance, the argument that NATO’s ex-
pansionism is comparable to the Russian
invasion has found common resonance.

The enlargement of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation’s (NATO) defensive
military alliance membership to central
European nations after the Cold War has
been invoked by External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar as an explanation of the cur-
rent crisis. This argument helped to justify
the noncommittal attitude of India, which
abstained from condemning Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine in the UN Security
Council. This vote was consistent with
India’s repeated abstentions against the
Soviet Union and then Russia in this forum.
Here, India's longstanding dependency on
Russian armament (including the recently
purchased S-400 air defence missile sys-
tems) to manage its security needs to be
factored in too.

Besides, promoters of Hindutva also
find in the conflict an opportunity to proj-
ect their version of ethnic nationalism.
The Hindu Sena, for instance, organised a
march in Delhi on March 6 to praise
Putin’s attempt to recreate “Akhand
Russia”. In popular right-wing media,
warmonger Putin is not just an executive
head, he is seen as the global leader of a
virilist mode of governance, characteris-
ing what scholars term populist authori-
tarianism.

Even more troubling is the ambiguous
stance of several Left parties, which jus-
tify Russia’s invasion on grounds that
Ukraine might be a “puppet” of American
imperialism. In continuity with Noam
Chomsky's line of thought, US interference
would be epitomised in the 2014 Maidan
Revolution, a social movement in Ukraine
that led to the election of pro-European
President Petro Poroshenko. CPI(M)’s of-
ficial communiqué on the Russian offen-
sive stated that “NATO would pose a direct
threat to Russia’s security” and CPI general
secretary D Raja claimed that the Russia-
Ukraine conflict was forced by the “US’s
expansionist tendencies.”

The “Western imperialism (NATO) vs
threatened nation (Russia)” argument is
grounded in a selective reading of the
postcolonial order. Colonial rule by
European nations should exhort us to
identify similar power relations in history
and condemn infringements of self-deter-
mination. Instead, many prefer to see the
conflict as a possibility to avenge and mit-
igate the European democratic appeal in
Ukraine by terming it imperialist, while a
true military empire — Putin’s Russia — in-
vades, bombards, kills and terrorises. By
reducing Ukraine’s war to a territorial con-
flict between two comparable evils, ab-
stentionists invisibilise civilian resistance,
dilute the responsibility of the Russian ag-

loss of sovereignty (e.g., USSR's crushing
of the Hungarian revolution in 1956), po-
litically motivated famines (1932-1933
Holodomor in Ukraine), Gulag terror and
deportations (population transfers of
Poles in 1939-1941). Emergency applica-
tions to the European Union by Georgia
and Moldova are testimony to these aspi-
rations to security, with Georgian
President Salome Zourabichvili declaring
on March 3: “You can try to frighten coun-
tries, but that does not mean that you can
change their determination to keep their
independence.:

Yes, Ukraine is not a “perfect” democ-
racy; its nationalist movement entails
Neo-Nazi elements, such as Mariupol’s
Azov Battalion. Today, however, it is the
exacerbated nationalism of the Russian
state that has unleashed its despotism on
a non-belligerent country. Putin has
claimed in his pre-invasion television ad-
dress that Stalin’s historical mistake was
not the “creation of a tightly centralised
and absolutely unitary state”. Rather, it
was his unwillingness to dispose of the
federal varnish that Lenin (and then the
Central Radain January 1918) introduced,
which served as the constitutional frame-
work for the secession of former Soviet
republics in 1990-1991. According to writ-
ers Vladimir Sorokin and Catherine
Belton, the Russian President’s willing-
ness to restore parts of this empire against
the will of its neighbours is not only a de-
nial of statehood, it is also a by-product of
Tsarist-cum-Soviet nostalgia and KGB
capitalism.

Our ability to tolerate, nuance and di-
vert such colonial and predatory attitudes
in the name of either NATO’s expansionism,
ethno-nationalism or diplomatic realism s
not only cruel, it belittles the agencies of
“small” nations by obliterating their demo-
cratic aspirations. It is not NATO’s troops or
agents of Western interests that are fighting
Russian occupation, but common
Ukrainians moved by wider aspirations for
freedom, independence and self-rule. Let
us not forget that those principles were also,
in their own way, at the core of India’s free-
dom struggle.

If realpolitik finally prevails and
overdetermines India’s foreign policy,
New Delhi may change its discourse be-
cause of push and pull factors. First, the
Russia-China rapprochement may lead to
some qualitative change during this cri-
sis — if, for instance, Beijing sends arms to
Moscow, India cannot ignore it. Second,
the West may appreciate less and less
India’s abstention in the UN if the war
lasts for months, resulting in a humani-
tarian disaster, geopolitical destabilisa-
tion and an economic crisis, that will not
spare India. An equidistant form of pluri-
lateralism, then, may not be tenable.

Martelliis a researcher at the Centre de
Sciences Humaines (CSH) in New Delhi;
Jaffrelot is senior research fellow at CERI-
Sciences Po/CNRS, Paris, professor of
Indian Politics and Sociology at King’s
India Institute, London

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TIES THAT BIND
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Friends
with benefits’ (IE, March 21). Although
India and Japan were enemy countries
during the Second World War, post-in-
dependence, political relations have
been warm and the Indian PM's visit to
Japan in December 2006 and subse-
quent signing of the joint statement to-
wards Japan-India “Strategic and Global
partnership” which manifested in the
extended outreach of Japanese assis-
tance in various crucial areas, scripted
indelible paragraphs in the Indo-japan-
ese friendship book. The formation of
Quad and growing financial ties be-
tween the two countries have baffled
the dragon, leading it to use “carrot and
stick diplomacy”, as feelers of normalcy
in the form of a visit by the Chinese for-
eign minister to Delhi on the one hand
and the statement of senior chinese of-
ficial Le Yucheng (“Ukraine is a mirror
to India pacific” IE, March 14) on an-
other. This reflects China’s desperation
as it senses the diplomatic strength of
the India-Japan relationship vis a visits
own imperialistic ambitions.
Devendra Awasthi, Lucknow

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Friends
with benefits’ (IE, March 21). Japan and
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India are more than friends with
benefits. Not just long-standing cultural
and economic ties, Japan has
helped India with financial support.
However this relationship still remains
shrouded in obscurity compared to our
other foreign initiatives. The govern-
ment should focus on exporting man-
power to Japan to help with the dwin-
dling population crisis and to counter
Chinese presence. Regarding security
interests, there isn't much that our
friendship has been able to achieve to
counter the increasing Chinese influ-
ence who have now militarised the en-
tire South China Sea. India should thus
focus on building deeper ties with
Japan.

Gaurav Gupta, Gurugram

New Delhi
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UTTAR PRADESH SHASAN
PARIVAHAN ANUBHAG-4

In pursuance of the provisions of clause (3) of Article 348 of the Constitution of India, the Governor
is pleased to order the publication of the following English translation of notification
no.10/2022/407/XXX-4-2022-9(1)/2008 TC, dated March 14, 2022.
Notification
No.10/2022/407/XXX-4-2022-9(1)/2008 TC
Lucknow: Dated March 14, 2022
WHEREAS, in exercise of the powers under sub-section (5) of section 88 of the Motor Vehicles
Act, 1988 (Act no. 59 of 1988), the proposed draft of the Combined Reciprocal Common Transport
Agreement to be entered among the Governments of Haryana, NCT of Delhi, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh was notified vide Government Notification no.7/2021/1529/xxx-4-2021-9(1)/2008TC,
dated 06-12-2021 in the Gazette of Uttar Pradesh, website of Shasanadesh
www.shasanadesh.gov.in and in different news papers in regional language with a view to invite
representations:
AND WHEREAS, the representations received thereto have been dully considered and parties
heard;
AND WHEREAS, the Governments of Haryana, NCT of Delhi, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh have
entered into an agreement.
NOW THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers under sub section (6) of section 88 of the said Act
the Governor is pleased to publish the said agreement as hereunder:
By order,
Rajesh Kumar Singh
Pramukh Sachiv
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Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank POSSESSION NOTICE PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
Regional Office-Patna (For Immovable property) [Rule 8(1)] OF A PERSON ACCUSED
Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial (See Section 82 Cr.PC.)
Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 read with the Security Interest ;
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued demand notice/s on the dates mentioned against each account calling upon the respective borrower/s to repay Where.as .com.plalnt has been made before me that acqused
the amount as mentioned against each account within 60 days from the date of notice(s)/ date of receipt of the said notice(s). The borrower/s having Neeraj Tiwari, S/o _A5h°k Kumar, R/p H.No. 8, Qa“ No.
failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower/s and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the 4, Prem Nagar, Najafgrah, New Delhi has committed (or
property/ies described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said is suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No.
Rules on the dates mentioned against each account.The borrower/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the 29912/2018 U/S 411 IPC PS Bara Hindu Rao, Delhi and it has
property/ies and any dealing with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank for the amounts and interest thereon. been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
S. Name Name of the | Name of the Description of the property mortgaged Date of Date of | Amount out- said accused Neeraj Tiwari can not be found and whereas
N. of the Account Borrower Demand |Possession| standing as it has b h i tisfaction that th id d
Branch (Owner of the Notice Notice | per demand it has been shown to my satistaction that the said accuse
property) affixed notice. Neeraj Tiwari has absconded (or is concealing himself to
1. | Tehta |SriVinod Sri Vinod Part and parcel of residential land belongs to Mrl,, oo 1o 00 ) Rs. avoid the service of the said warrant).
Kumar S/o- |Kumar S/o- Sri |Vinod Kumar S/O- Sri Naresh Prasad Deed no-3149|<< '~~ B 1,91,829.00 Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Neeraj
Sri Naresh Naresh Prasad |Dated-17-04-2012, Thanano-313, Plote No-4799, 3360 (as on 31-09- . . .
y ’ ’ ' ' Tiwari of FIR No. 29912/2018 U/S 411 IPC PS Bara Hindu
Prasad Khata no-828, 1025, Area-2.50 Decimel, Boundary-North-Bablu Ram, South-] 2021 Plus int Rao. Delhii red t before thi it th
Rasta, East-Arjun Saw, West-Indra Dev Mahto. & Charges) a0, Deinhi Is required 1o appear berore this court to answer the
2. Tehta |Mr. Ganesh |Mr. Ganesh Part and parcel of residential Land bearing Deed No.- 06-11-2021 | 16-03-2022 Rs. said complaint on or before 23.04.2022.
Prasad Prasad 1248 Dated 22.02.2011 , Mauza — Sugaon Tola, Thana| ~~ "'~ B 4,53,889.00 By Order
S/o- Mr. Sakal [S/o- Mr. Sakal |No.-342, Survey Plot No.- 1725, Khata No.- 210, Area- (as on 30- Shri Harun Pratap
Prasad Yadav |Prasad Yadav |01.054 Dcm. in the name of Mr. Ganesh Prasad S/o- Mr. 09-2021) + e P : :
Sakal Prasad Yadav, At- Kakariya Dhab, Po- Bandeya, Int. & Other Additional Cheif Metropolitan Magistrate
Block — Makhdumpur ,Dist: Jehanabad, Bihar- 804422. Charges Room No. 296A 2nd Floor
Boundry:-North-RajnandanYadav, South-LodhiDevi, East-Ranjeetjee, West-Rasta5’ DP/2092/N/2022 Tis Hazari Court, Delhi
3. | Masaurhi |Smt. Mr. Manoj Part and parcel of residential Land belongs to Mr. Manoj 29.10-2021| 16-03-2022 Rs
Madhumala |Kumar S/o- Mr.|Kumar S/o-Mr. Ashok Kumar Sharma & Smt. Usha Devi| << '~~ B 11,06,477.00
Kumari Ashok Kumar |W/o-Sri Ashok Kumar Sharma, Deed No-170 Dated- (ason 31-
Sharma & Smt.|16-01-2013, Thana no-153, Tauzi no-1618, Khata no- 09-2021) +
Usha Devi 49, Keshra no-163, Area- 10 dhur, Boundary North- Int. & Other
W/o-Mr. Ashok |Akhilesh Sharma, South-12 feet, East-Amrendra Charges
Kumar Sharma|Sharma, West- Pintu Kumar. S EARC H FO R M ISS I N G
4. | Masaurhi |M/s Noor Md. Saukat Ali |Part and parcel of residential Land belongs to Md. 22.10-2021 | 16-03-2022 Rs. _ .
Enterprises  [Warsi S/o- Md. |Saukat Ali Warsi S/O-Md. Abdul Jabbar Deed no-1469|<<™"" s 10,92,659.00 General public is hereby informed that
Prop- Mr. Abdul Jabbar |dated- 27-02-2016, Thana no-152, Tauzi no-5882, Plot (as on 31-09- this person (depicted in the photo) namely:
Saukat Ali no-955, Khata no-217, Area -14 Dhur 2 Dhurki, Boundary 2021 Plus int Srikesh S/o Uday Pratap R/o A-1-A,
Warsi North-Dr. Mohammad, South-Road, East-Anil Yadav, & Charges) Railway Colony, Rampura, Punjabi Bagh,
: i West-Vinod Saw. __ Delhi Permanent Address: Village-Deurawa,
5. | Masaurhi |M/s Masaurhi [Sri S|dhnath ] Panapd parcel ofre5|d§nt|al Land belongs to Sri Sidhnath 22-10-2021| 16-03-2022 Rs. Siddharth Nagar, U.P. has been missing
Samrat Utsav |Keshri S/o- Sri |Keshri S/o-Jayal Keshri, Deed no-391 dated-07-03-1927, 10,87,499.00 since 20.02.2022 at 12:30 PM. In this
Hall Jayal Keshri, |Thana no-144, Tauzi no-6352, Plot no-849, Khata no-83, (as on 31-09- reqard DI£) N.o 40A Dated 04.03 2'022 has
Prop-Kumar Area no-01.333 Decm, Boundary North-Manmokir part 2021 Plus int g . L X
Gaurav plot, South-Circle & Mahua Tree, East-Prasad Sahu, West- & Charges) been lodged at PS Punjabi Bagh, Delhi.
Manmokir. Sincere efforts have been made by local
6. | Masaurhi |[M/s One Day |Mr. Pawan Part and parcel of residential Land bearing Sale Deed|,, 10 5004[ 15.03-2022 Rs. - police to trace out the person but no clue
Fashion Kumar S/o - |no.-6810, Dt.-11.03.1974 Thana No.-152, Tauzi no.-|“<" "~ B 28,23,208.00 has cometolightsofar.
Prop- Mr. Mr. Ramlagan |5882, Sub Registry- Masaurhi, Mauza —Abdullah Nagar (as on 31-09- His physical description is as under:-
Pawan Kumar |Choudhry & Taregana, PlotNo.-446, KhataNo.-178, Area-02 Katha, 2021 Plus int B i . o I .
Mr. Bijendra in the name of Mr. Pawan Kumar S/O-Mr. Ramlagan & Charges) ?ex' _'\f_ale‘ ABge"It?QI'#ear\?\i He_lgh_t.v\?h{t., C?mplix:tog.blialk
Kumar S/o - |Choudhry & Mr. Bijendra Kumar S/O — Mr. Ramlagan Choudhry. Address:- At- ac?'l. ong, Bulit: h n, | feartlng. It colour shi ac
Mr. Ramlagan |Ward no.11, Kashmirganj, Masaurhi , Dist: Patna, Bihar- 804452 Boundry:-North- pant, lining canvas shoes Ineet. ) o
Choudhry Pan, South- Sanichar Ravidas, East- Dagar, West- Rameshwar Prasad. Any person having information or clue about this missing
7. | Masaurhi [Smt. Smt. Kanchan [Part and parcel of residential Land ~belongs to Smt.[ .« o o T 16 05 5000 Rs. person may kindly inform to the following:- SHO
Kanchan Kumari W/o-  |Kanchan Kumari W/o-Raju Kumar Deed no-1533,|<< "~ had 2,69,522.00 Website:http://cbi.nic.in P.S. Punjabi Bagh, Delh
Kumari W/o- |Sri. Raju dated-29-03-2011, Thana no-152, Tauzi no-5913, Plote (as on 31-09- _mail: e : n . K
Sri. Raju Kumar no-2153, Khata no-260, Area- 1 Khatta, Boundary North- 2021 Plus int .E";'(')' FB??Z‘ZS%SZSEIZ 4368641 Mob. N 082?764(:;;11%??&317?102?1
Kumar Rasta, South- Ramanand Yadav, East- Ram Murti Prasad, & Charges) o - e
West- Anita Devi. Fax No.: 011-24368639 DP/769/WD/2022
Place : Patna Authorized Officer
Date : 16.03.2022 Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank

Frafay it aftrrar, o wsa Y fauvE 91, StagR g
ffder o= W@ 14 /2021—22  (NIB No AGM2122A0187)
Jrgaet Ul wearRyaT I o 1 U= .49, (B Feoll) SEYR 3= BT
HE UTOT 7 qd ReIT Wl Weoll HEY WiTOT @Ay & wHId 7L uirer F araRa .
. de g A= waa fFEfor erf YB51—01 / 2021—22 NI %6, 521.35 o1, b1
Y 3T NIES] FfIST www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in & HTEIH W AT 12.04.22 BY AT 6:00
IS TF IS U o ISty favmTt # Sugad oft ¥ usfiad dage! F At @
st 21 fafaer @ wwfua fawga faarer @€ @1 d9wrsc
www.agriculture.rajasthan.gov.in@rsamb Ud www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in 9% fepsipiapitop

H ey off BTl fea % <€ AT FHT 2 | (UBN No. AGM2122WLOB00535)
211 FaTg /% /21/13087 a.a.ﬂiw—uem

CENTRAL PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

PRESS NOTICE

All the contracor (s)/ firm(s)/ agencies intending to bid for works in
Central Public Works Department (CPWD) are hereby informed that a
new CPWD e-Tender & e-Auction website/ portal is proposed to be made
operational soon in a phased manner. All intending bidders are advised
to check both the existing website (http://www.tenderwizared.in/CPWD)
as well as the new upcoming website for participating the tenders
published on the respective websites till further notice.

To participate in the bidding process for tenders to be hosted on the new
website, all intending contractor(s)/ firms(s)/ agencies are requested to
register/updated their profiles on the new e-Tendering and e-Auction
websites: https:/etender.cpwd.gov.in and https://eauction.cpwd.gov.in
respectively. Information on updation of profiles is available on CPWD
Website https:www.cpwd.gov.in vide circular: https://www.cpwd.gov.in/Write
ReadData/other cir/50798.pdf. For any further assistance CPWD Helpdesk
Team may be contacted on 012-6747214/4766312 or
tendersupport@techmahindra.com.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer (E)-Haldwani
CPWD, Haldwani Distt. Nainital
Uttarakhand

Appeal for Identification

1| General Public is hereby informed that a
male dead body Name: Unknown, S/o
™| Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age: About

i| 35/40 years, Height: 5'7", Complexion:
Wheatish, Built: Medium, Wearing:

| : Head injury during train accident was
found dead at Railway Track KM Pole No.
1525/17 Between Okhla to TKD Station,
Delhi on 15.03.2022. at 3.10 AM. In this
regard, a DD No. 2-A, dated 15.03.2022 has been lodged at PS
H. Nizamuddin Rly. Station, Delhi. Dead Body preserved Subzi
Mandi Mortuary For identification.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this person but no clue has come to light so far.
Any, person having any information or clue about this person
may kindly inform to the following.

SHO

P.S., H.Nizamuddin Rly.
Station, Delhi
Ph. : 011-24358593, 8750851311

DP/72/RLY/2022
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REPRESSION OF MUSLIM ROHINGYA IN MYANMAR
US SAYS JuNTA COMMITTED GENOCIDE

Violent repression of the largely Muslim Rohingya population in Myanmar amounts to
genocide, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said, a declaration intended to both gener-
ate international pressure and lay the groundwork for potential legal action. Authorities
made the determination based on confirmed accounts of mass atrocities on civilians by
Myanmar’s military in a widespread and systematic campaign against the ethnic minority.

KYIV MALL REDUCED TO SMOULDERING RUINS

Ukraine rejects Russian call

for surrender in Mariu

Kremlin says no
significant progress
in peace talks

AP & REUTERS
LVIV,MARCH 21

UKRAINIAN OFFICIALS defiantly
rejected a Russian demand that
their forces in Mariupol lay
down arms and raise white flags
Monday in exchange for safe
passage out of the besieged
strategic port city.

Western governments and
analysts say the broader conflict
is grinding into a war of attrition,
with Russia continuing to bom-
bard cities. Kremlin said on
Monday that peace talks between
Russia and Ukraine had not yet
made any significant progress.

Moscow has accused Kyiv of
stalling peace talks by making
proposals unacceptable for Russia.
Ukraine has saiditis willing to ne-
gotiate but will not surrender or
accept Russian ultimatums.

In Kyiv, a shopping centre in
the densely populated Podil dis-
trict near the city centre was a
smouldering, flattened ruin
Monday after being hit the day
before by shelling that killed
eight people, according to emer-
gency officials. The force of the
explosion shattered every win-
dow in a neighboring high-rise.
Artillery boomed in the distance
as firefighters picked their way
through the destruction.

Ukrainian authorities also
said Russia shelled a chemical
plant in northeastern Ukraine,
sending toxic ammonia leaking
into the air, and hit a military
training base in the west with

-t S
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Part of the Retroville mall in Kyiv that was shelled leaving eight people dead on Monday. NYT

Po

cruise missiles. Strikes hit an art
school sheltering some 400 peo-
ple only hours before Russia’s of-
fer to open corridors out of the
city inreturn for the capitulation
of its defenders, according to
Ukrainian officials.

Ukraine’s President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said it was
not clear how many casualties
there were. “They are under the
rubble, and we don’t know how

many of them have survived,” he
said in a video address, vowing
that Ukraine would “shoot down
the pilot whodropped thatbomb.”

Russian Col. Gen. Mikhail
Mizintsev had offered two cor-
ridors — one heading east to-
ward Russia and the other west
to other parts of Ukraine —inre-
turn for Mariupol's surrender. He
did not say what Russia planned
if the offer was rejected.

Russian court calls Meta group
extremist organisation, bans it

THENEW YORKCITY
MARCH 21

A RUSSIAN court ruled on
Monday that Meta, which owns
Facebook, Instagram and
WhatsApp, is an extremist or-
ganisation and banned it from
operating on Russia’s territory.
The “extremist” label will ap-
ply to Instagram and Facebook,
but not to WhatsApp, and is effec-
tive immediately, according to
Tass,a state news agency. The rul-
ing followed Meta’s decision toal-
low users in Ukraine to call for vi-
olence against the Russian Army
in the context of the invasion.
During arguments in the

The extremist label will
apply to Instagram and FB,
but not to WhatsApp. Reuters

Tverskoy court in Moscow, the
plaintiffs’ lawyers said individu-
als will not be prosecuted for us-
ing Instagram or Facebook. But,
according to an analysis by a le-

China to offer 10 mn yuan
more of humanitarian aid

Beijing: The Chinese Red Cross will offer an
additional 10 million yuan ($1.57 million)
of humanitarian assistance to Ukraine,
Chinese foreign ministry spokesman
Wang Wenbin told reporters on Monday.
Wang's comments came at a regular
briefing in Beijing and the promise of aid
follows previous pledges of aid to Ukraine
including one of 5 million yuan from

earlier this month. Reuters

gal rights group that tracks inter-
net freedoms in Russia, Net
Freedoms Project, the court’s rul-
ing will mean that using
Instagram or Facebook logos in
public — for example, ona cloth-
ing store’s website or on the door
of a cafe — could result in up to
15 daysin jail.

Additionally, buying ads
from Facebook or Instagram, or
trading Meta’s stocks could be
considered as “financing an ex-
tremist organisation” and re-
sultin a criminal case.

During the last two weeks, the
Russian government has blocked
Instagram and Facebook in the
country,as well as Twitter. TikTok
restricted access toits platform.

IN BRIEF

Biden to visit Poland
on Friday to discuss
war, next measures

DAVID SHEPARDSON
WASHINGTON, MARCH 21

US President Joseph Biden will
travel to Poland on Friday to dis-
cuss the international response
to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
that has sparked a “humanitar-
ian and human rights crisis,”
White House spokeswoman Jen
Psaki said late Sunday.

Biden will travel to Warsaw
where he will hold a bilateral
meeting with President Andrzej
Duda, the White House said.
Over two million refugees have
entered Poland from Ukraine
since the start of the Russian in-
vasion on Feb. 24, the Polish bor-
der guard said on Friday.

Biden's Poland trip will come
a day after he meets in Brussels
with NATO Allies, G7 Leaders
and European Union Leaders to
discuss international efforts to
support Ukraine after Russia's
invasion, the White House said.

The White House also said
Biden will host a call Monday at
11 am EST with President

Biden is not planning to
visit Ukraine during his
European trip this week. AP

Emmanuel Macron of France,
Chancellor Olaf Scholz of
Germany, Prime Minister Mario
Draghi of Italy, and Prime
Minister Boris Johnson of the UK
to discuss their coordinated re-
sponses to the invasion.

On Thursday, Biden will at-
tend an emergency NATO
Summit on Ukraine and a G7
meeting. He will also join a
scheduled European Council
Summiit to discuss Ukraine “in-
cluding transatlantic efforts to
impose economic costs on
Russia, the White House said.

REUTERS

Amother
embraces
her son
who
escaped
Mariupol
and arrived
atthe train
stationin
Lvivon
Sunday.

SIMPLE R1TUALS HAVE TAKEN A NEW, SURREAL MEANING IN THE CIrTY

Lviv, an ancient city transformed by war

MARC SANTORA
LVIV,MARCH 21

ON THE night before the Russian
invasion of Ukraine,amusicianwas
singing on a cobblestone street in
the heart of Lviv’s old town, the
glowfrom heatlamps castingasoft
light onayellow stone house.
Until the war, it was the home
of Wild House, part exhibition
space, part barbershop, part
TikTok studio, and a gathering
spot for artists and digital no-
mads. Now, it is aboardinghouse
for people fleeing Russia’s assault.
It started informally, with
word of its existence spreading

in rushed phone calls and fren-
zied text messages. As the war
expanded, so did word of Wild
House, now part of an elaborate
volunteer network dealing with
anever ending stream of need.

Nadiya Opryshko, 29, an as-
piring journalist turned human-
itarian, is the driving force be-
hind its transformation.

“The military of Russia, they
are fighting for nothing,” she said
in an interview. “They did not
know and cannot understand
what they are fighting for.

“Ukrainian people, we know
whatwe are fighting for,” she con-
tinued. “We are fighting for peace.
We are fighting for our country.

Statues and monuments
around Lviv were wrapped
with foam and plastic
sheeting to protect them
against bombs. NYT

And we are fighting for freedom.”
Her story, and that of Wild House,
in many ways mirror the broader
transformation that her city and
her nation have undergone in
only a few weeks of war.

The signs of change are visi-
ble everywhere, at once strange
but also oddly familiar, former
rituals playing out in a radically
altered context.

There are the air raid sirens,
wailing reminders of the de-
struction raining on cities across
the country that, with the hor-
rific strike last week on a mili-
tary base just outside of town
and another attack on Friday
near the airport, are drawing

Israel’s Bennett says big gaps
remain in bid to end conflict

Jerusalem: Israeli Prime Minister Naftali
Bennett, who has been trying to mediate
an end to the Ukraine-Russia conflict, said
on Monday that despite some progress big
gapsremained between the sides. “There’s
still along way to go, because ... there are
several issues in dispute, some of them
fundamental,” he said . Bennett added that
Israel, “together with other friends, will
AP continue trying to bridge the gap and
bring an end to the war". Reuters

ever closer to the city itself.
Butevery day that Ukrainian
forces around the capital, Kyiv,
and other cities fight off the
Russian onslaught is another day
for Lviv to harden its defenses.
Artwork is now stowed in
bunkers. Four limestone statues
inRynok Square, meantasanal-
legory for the Earth, are now
wrapped in foam and plastic,
turning Neptune into a silhou-
ette with only his trident identi-
fiable. The stained-glass win-
dows of the Basilica of the
Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, founded in 1360,
are covered in metal to protect
them from Russian rockets. NYT

NO FOREIGNER AMONG 132 PASSENGERS

China plane fell more
than 20,000 feet in
just over a minute

AGENCIES
BEIJING, MARCH 21

CHINA EASTERN Airlines’ Flight
MU-5735 left Kunming, the capi-
talof Yunnan Province, at 111 pm
on Monday for what should have
been an hour-and-a-half flight
east to Guangzhou, a major com-
mercial city in southeastern China.

After an hour, though, the
flight turned horribly wrong, ac-
cording to data from
Flightradar24, a tracking platform.

About 2.20 pm, it “suddenly
started to lose altitude very fast,”
Flightradar24 said in a tweet.

The plane was cruisingatanal-
titude of 29,100 feet when, in just
over a minute, it lost more than
21,000 feet. It appeared to briefly
regain altitude around 8,000 feet
before continuing its plunge, ac-
cording to Flightradar24’s data.

A manager for Wuzhou City
Beichen Mining, Liao Wenhui,
confirmed by telephone that
their surveillance camera caught
an image that appeared to be a
plane plunging directly toward
earth, but refused to say more.

Hopes to find the survivors
among the 132 people travelling
by the crashed aircraft in the
thick forests receded as the
night fell making efforts by
scores of rescuers difficult.
While the airline has announced
that no foreigners were on
board, families of some crew
members from the crashed
Eastern Airlines flight have ar-
rived in the company's branch
office in Yunnan Province and
they were being assisted to
“work on follow-up issues”,
state-run CGTN-TV reported.

The thunderous boom rip-
pled across a tree-covered valley
at midafternoon. Residents told

Considering
$2.5bn in loan,
trade credits for
Lanka: China

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO, MARCH 21

CHINA IS considering a $2.5 bil-
lion credit facility to Sri Lanka,
Beijing’s top diplomat in Colombo
said on Monday, as the island na-
tionisreeling under anacute eco-
nomic and energy crisis.
Chinese Ambassador Qi
Zhenhong’s announcement
came closely on the heels of last
week’s announcement by India
toextenda$1 billion line of credit
to Sri Lanka as part of its financial
assistance to help the country
deal with the economic crisis.
“Sri Lanka has asked for $ 2.5
billion thatincludes a $1.5 billion
buyer’s credit. It (the request) is
under consideration,” Qi said.
“Both the countries now have
todiscuss howtheloanand buyer's
credit will be used,” he added.
Qihowever, did not give any di-
rect answer to questions on
whether China would be restruc-
turing the debt owed by SriLanka.
During Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi's visit in January,
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa had
requested Beijing for debt restruc-
turing to help the country over-
come the currenteconomic woes.

Economist Jayati
Ghosh named by UN
to advisory board

YOSHITASINGH
UNITED NATIONS, MARCH 21

on the mountain in Tengxian County on Monday. AP
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landing in the northeastern
city of Yichun. Everyone
aboard was killed after the
fuel caught fire.
Investigators blamed an er-
ror by the pilot, who was
landing at night and in re-
duced visibility.

Chinese news outlets that the
plane, a Boeing 737 model,

plunged sharply to earth in a
sparsely populated area.

Imran Khan rallies
supporters ahead of
Parliament vote

MUNIR AHMED
ISLAMABAD, MARCH 21

PAKISTANI PRIME Minister
Imran Khan turned to grassroot
supporters Monday, lobbying the
poor and promising better hos-
pital care as he faces a no-confi-
dence motion in Parliament.
The opposition hasdemanded
Khan step down over his alleged
failure to improve the country’s
economy. Pakistan’s key opposi-
tion parties launched a formal no-
confidence vote for Khan earlier
this month. Asad Qaiser, speaker
of the National Assembly, con-
vened a special session for Friday
to deliberate whether Khan still
has majority supportin the house.
Under the constitution, the
Parliament has three days to de-
liberate after which the lawmak-
ers will vote, perhaps as early as
Monday. Khan has remained de-
fiant, claiming he still enjoys the
backing of the majority of law-
mabkers in the 342-seat house.
On Monday, Khan spoke to a
gathering at a hospital in
Islamabad, lauding his govern-
ment’s efforts to provide free
healthcare for the poor.

‘SHEHBAZ SHARIF TO BE
PML-N'S PM NOMINEE’

Islamabad: Pakistan’s former
premier Nawaz Sharif's daugh-
ter Maryam Nawaz on
Monday said PML-N leader
Shehbaz Sharif will be the
party’scandidate toreplace PM
Imran Khanif the no-trust mo-
tion is passed in Parliament, a
media report said. “Imran
Khan! Your game is over. The
Prime Minister is aware that no
one will come to his rescue
now that he haslost the game,"
she said, adding that the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf had
officially broken up. PTI

Butrecentmutinies fromwithin
Khan's own Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf party could easily tipthe scales
against him. As many as 13 law-
makers from his party have indi-
cated they could vote against him.
At a televised rally Sunday, he
urged the dissenters tocomeback,
saying he would forgive them,
while also claiming they had been
bribed by the opposition — a
chargetheturncoatsdeny. AP

England rolls out
fourth Covid vaccine
dose for over-75s

ADITIKHANNA

LONDON, MARCH 21

INDIAN DEVELOPMENT economist Jayati Ghosh
has been appointed by UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres to a new high-level advisory
board on effective multilateralism.

Ghosh, 66, is a Professor at the University of
Massachusetts Amherst. She was previously professor
of economics and chairperson of the Centre for
Economic Studies and Planning, School of Social
Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University. She is also a
member of the UN's high-level Advisory Board on
Economic and Social Affairs. Ghosh has been named
tothe 12-memberboard, whichwill be supported inits
work by the Centre for Policy Research of the United
Nations University in close coordination with the
Executive Office of the Secretary-General. InJanuarylast
year,Ghoshwasappointed by Guterres,alongwith 19other
thinkersand personalities fromaround theworld. ~ PTI

New Delhi

ENGLAND’S NATIONAL Health Service (NHS)
opened bookings on Monday for the fourth Covid-
19 vaccine dose for those aged 75 and over and

high-risk immunosuppressed individuals as part

of its spring booster vaccination programme.

The UK’s independent Joint Committee on
Vaccination and Immunisation had advised a spring
booster should be offered to those most vulnerable
to Covid. The additional top up vaccine dose will be
given around six months after the last dose.

“Spring boosters will help top up the immunity of
the elderly and the most vulnerable to ensure they are
protected and will help us continue to live with this
virus,” UK Health Secretary Sajid Javid said. Around 5
million people will be able to get a fourth dose during
the latest NHS booster campaign by contacting over
600,000 people toinvite themtobooktheirvaccine. PTI
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DiGiTAL WATCH
10-M1N Quick COMMERCE

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

ONLINE FOOD startup Zomato
will soon start delivering food
in 10 minutes as it looks to
jump on the quick commerce
bandwagon days after signing
aterm-sheet with g-comme-
rce firm Blinkit for a merger.
Called ‘Zomato Instant’, the
company will runa pilot proj-
ect in Gurgaon to test the
model for food deliveries.

How will it work?
Zomato will ful-
fil quick deliveries
out of “finishing
stations’ network”
located in close
proximity to high-
demand customer
neighbourhoods. As
part of the pilot, there will be
four such stations in Gurgaon.
Zomato’s finishing stations
seem similar to the dark store
model used by q-commerce
firms like Zepto and Blinkit
that gives such companies
greater control and influence
over the operational chain.
Based on demand pre-
dictability and hyperlocal pref-
erences, each finishing station
will have around 20-30 items
thatsell the mostinagivenlo-
cality. These warehouses will
also be equipped with dish-
level demand prediction algo-
rithms, and in-station robot-
ics, the company said. Zomato
said it was expecting that the
model would help reduce the
price for the end customer by
around 50 per cent, while the
absolute income forits restau-
rant partners and delivery
workers will remain the same.

EXPLAINED

Why is Zomato venturing
into food q-commerce?
Zomato co-founder Deepi-

30-min delivery ‘too
slow’, Zomato takes
food g-comm plunge

AZomato delivery worker,
Mumbiai. The firm will
run the Zomato Instant
pilotin Gurgaon. File

nder Goyal said one of the rea-

sons for launching

Zomato Instantwas

that the 30-minute

average delivery

time by Zomato was

] “too slow” and

would soonbecome

“obsolete”. “If we

don’t make it obsolete, some-
one else will.”

He said sorting restaurants
by fastest delivery time is one
of the most used features on
Zomato’s app. “Customersare
increasingly demanding quic-
ker answers to their needs.
They don’t want to plan, and
they don’t want to wait.”

What could be the
impediments to this plan?
Evenas g-commerce com-
panies commence operations
from hyperlocal stores after
considering factors like road
conditions, traffic, weather,
etc, these aspects may present
the biggest challenges to any
10-minute delivery plan in
India. Zomato claimed that to
fulfil its quick delivery prom-
ise,itwill neither put pressure
ondelivery workers to deliver
food faster, nor will it penalise
them for late deliveries. It also
claimed that delivery workers
will not be informed of the
promised time of delivery.

—— BRIEFLY —

Labour Codes

New Delhi: At least 18 states
and UTs have pre-published
draftrules for4 labourcodes,
MosS for Labour Rameshwar
Teli told Lok Sabha.

India, Austria biz

New Delhi: Huge business
opportunities exist for India
& Austria, Austrian Minister
for European and Interna-
tional Affairs Alexander
Schallenberg said.

UN panel

New Delhi: Development
economist Jayati Ghosh has
beennamed by UN toa new
high-level advisory board on
effective multilateralism.

Privacy call

New Delhi: India, 8 nations
and the EU called for foster-
ing cooperation for highdata
protectionand privacy stan-
dards based on core ele-
ments shared by Indo-
Pacific, Europe and beyond.

TataAltroz

New Delhi: TataMotors laun-
ched Altroz with dual-clutch
automatic transmission,
starting at38.09 lakh. PTI

Oilupover6%

Houston: Oil rose over 6% on
EU’s plan to ban Russian oil.
At 1633 GMT, Brent was up
6.6%t0$115.07,and USWTI
by 5.6%t0 $110.5. REUTERS

TO ALIGN WITH FORMULA-BASED RATES

Small savings rates need to be
reducedin 8-118 bps range: RBI

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, MARCH 21

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
has sought a further reduction in
interest rates on small saving in-
struments (SSIs) for the first quar-
ter of fiscal 2022-23 at a time
when some banks have jacked up
deposit rates. “The existing rates
of interest on SSIs need to be re-
ducedinthe range of 9-118 bps for
Q1 0f2022-23 toalign them with
the formula-based rates,” it said
inits ‘State of the economy’ report.
The government is expected
toreview interest rates on SSIs for
the first quarter of 2022-23 on
March 31,2022, it added.
Interest rates on SSIs are ad-
ministered by the government.
They include Public Provident
Fund (PPF), Sukanya Samriddhi
Account (SSA), Senior Citizen
Savings Scheme (SCSS), National
Savings Certificate (NSC)and Post
Office deposits. PPFnow earns 7.10
per cent, SCSS 740 per cent and
Post Office time deposits 5.5-6.7
per cent. These interest rates will

RBI has sought rate reduction
on small saving instruments
for Q1 0f 2022-23. File

be valid for the period between
January 1,2021,toMarch 31,2022.
These administered interest
rates are linked to market yields
ongovernment securities (G-secs)
withalagand are fixed onaquar-
terly interval at a spread ranging
from 0-100basis points (bps)over
and above G-secyields of compa-
rable maturities, the report said.
According toRBIdata, total SSI
outstanding as of February 2021
was Rs 12.24 lakh crore. Of this,
PPF accounts for Rs 95,170 crore,
Post Office deposits and NSS Rs
8,47,119 crore, and savings certifi-
cates like NSCRs 2,82,482 crore.

Banks recover 361,000 cr via
one-time settlement of loans

Although interest rates on SSIs
have been going downin line with
the trend in the financial system,
these instruments still offer higher
rates than bank deposits. In fact,
interest rates went down by about
40 bps to more than a percentage
point between January and
November 2021. Further, interest
rates on long-term investments
suchas PPFhave fallen by asmuch
as 1.5 percentin thelast five years.
The only minus factor is the lack
of liquidity in these schemes.

State Bank of India now offers
5 per cent interest on term de-
posits for 1-2 years, 5.30 per cent
on 3-5 years tenure and 4.40 per
centon 180-210 days category.

The Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO) re-
cently cut the interest rates on EPF
from 8.5 per cent to 8.1 per cent,
the lowest rate in four decades.

Meanwhile, as per the RBI,
with credit offtake picking up,
some banks have raised interest
rateson termdeposits. The extent
of pass-through of policy rate re-
duction to the median term de-
posit rate (MTDR), which re-

mained 154 bps during March
2020-September 2021, dipped
marginally to 150 bps in February
2022. The perceptible decline of
174 bps is discernible in the case
of short tenor deposits of matu-
rity of up to one year, the RBI said.

Across domesticbanks, robust
deposit growth has enabled
higher pass-through by private
banks to term deposit rates com-
pared to public sector ones.

Since March 2020, the one-
year median marginal cost of
funds-based lending rate (MCLR)
of banks softened cumulatively by
95 bps.Inresponse tothereporate
cutof 115 bps, the weighted aver-
age lending rates (WALRs) on
fresh and outstanding rupee loans
declined by 140 bps and 122 bps,
respectively, during the period
March 2020 to January 2022, the
Reserve Bank report said.

The growth in banks credit to
the commercial sector, which
crossed the 7.0 per cent level in
November 2021 for the first time
since April 2020, rose to 7.9 per
centonFebruary 25,2022 (6.6 per
centayear ago),itadded.

‘INFLATION TO MODERATE GOING FORWARD’

Das: Economy well

CHINA PLANE CRASH

International market data till 1900 IST

Boeing 737 fleet now
put on ‘enhanced
surveillance’> DGCA

PRANAVMUKUL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

INDIA’S AVIATION safety regula-
tor will step up surveillance on the
Boeing 737 fleet operated by air-
lines here, in light of Monday’s
crash of a China Eastern flight op-
erating the same aircraft type. This
means the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) willincrease
“monitoring of procedures” fol-
lowed by Indian carriers in oper-
ating, maintaining and keeping
their 737 fleet airworthy.

Currently, budget airlines Air
India Express and Spicejet, in ad-
dition to full-service carrier Vistara
operate the Boeing 737 aircraftin
their fleets. While most of these
are the older generations 737
planes, SpiceJet operates some
new generation 737MAX planes
inits fleetas well.

“Flight safety is a serious busi-
ness. We are closely studying the
situationand in the interim,we are
mounting enhanced surveillance
onour 737 fleet,” DGCA chief Arun
Kumar told The Indian Express,
adding “We are deploying teams

‘MONITORING'

B The DGCA will
increase “monitoring”
of procedures followed
byIndian carriers

to monitor flight procedures, air-
worthiness and operations.”
SpiceJet has 47 older generation
737 aircraft, including 36 737-800
planes. AirIndia Express has 24 Bo-
eing 737-800 planes, and Vistara
hasfive 737-800aircraftinits fleet.

The China Eastern plane that
crashed Monday with 132 people
onboard was anolder generation
Boeing 737-800, on its way from
Kunming to Guangzhou.

Two Boeing 737MAX aircraft
were involved in accidents from
October 2018 to March 2019,
claiming 346 lives. The DGCA had
then banned Boeing 737MAX
planes in India in March 2019.
After Boeing made necessary soft-
ware rectifications to the satisfac-
tion of the DGCA, the ban on the
aircraft's commercial operations
was lifted after 27 months in
August last year.

Crypto mining costs:
No I-T deduction to

As many as 11 banks have recovered nearly ¥61,000 crore by
way of OTS in nearly four fiscals, the Parliament was told

THE INTENT of such measuresis
to help banks promptly recycle
their funds with advantage

equipped to combat
Ukraine spillovers

be allowed, says govt

Loss from transfer of virtual digital asset can’t be
set off against income from transfer of another

THE FIGURES are for the last
three financial yearsand up to
December 2021 of the ongoing
FY22 fiscal, MoS Finance
Bhagwat Karad told the Lok Sabha

UNDER ONE TIME
SETTLEMENT (OTS), recovery
inNPA loan accounts are to be

effected to the maximum extent
possible at minimum expense
Source: Government data/PTI

Banks are required as per Reserve Bank of India instructions
to have a board-approved loan recovery policy

Chip sector plan: Training hubs
for 6K scholars, 2. 5L workers

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, MARCH?21

THE MINISTRY of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY)
isintalks with select government
funded higher education institu-
tions todevelop trainingand edu-
cation programmes for around 2.5
lakh junior engineers for plantand
shop floor management and
around 5,000-6,000 research
scholars who have at leasta PhD,
senior government officials said.

“We have a three-layer plan
for creating talent for the semi-
conductor companies. The first
oneis scholarly capabilities, which
will be useful in process and de-
sign element of manufacturing
and fabrication. Then we have
VLSI plant manufacturing capac-
ity, whichis the 85,000 engineers
we will train. Then we have plans
for plantand shop floor, manufac-
turing and testing types of skilled
people,” an official said.

For training 85,000 engineers
whowill work on core semicond-
uctor technologies, the MeitY will
seek inputs on the specific course
and technology requirements of
the semiconductor companies
willing to set up units in India.

For people on the plant and
shop floor, the ministry plans to
check for specific areas and indus-
tries from which workers can be
picked and either be re-skilled or
up-skilled through certain short-
duration training courses.

“Instead of saying the govern-
mentwill be doing the up-skilling
orre-skilling, we will actively seek
inputs from the industry for the

|L....l4_ ‘ e

Asemiconductor plantin
Michigan, US. The IT Ministry
will seek inputs on course
requirements of firms willing
tosetupinIndia. Reutersfile

capacity. The companies can lay
down their demands in terms of
broad skill set, specific skill setand
high-end skill set. We can work
with them to create educational
and training hubs around their
manufacturing unit or cluster,”
another senior MeitY official said.

These educational hubs,
which will be created around the
manufacturing units or such de-
sign and innovation clusters, will
have a mix of high school,
medium skill training centres
such as industrial training insti-
tute (ITI) and high-end technol-
ogy schools such as engineering
colleges, the official added.

Specifically for training of the
85,000 engineers and 2.5 lakh
shop and floor workers, the fund-
ing will come both from the gov-
ernment and the industry, the of-
ficial said, adding that the Centre
will fully finance these training
programmes only if the compa-
nies commit to 100 per cent ab-
sorption of trained students and
professionals, one of the officials
quoted above said.

“So we will have all the pro-

grammes which will be NSQF
(National Skills Qualifications
Framework) compliant, and will
be globally certifiable. Unlike in
the past, these training pro-
grammes will be in part designed
by the company which will so to
say consume the trainees,and not
some advisor who is unaware of
the new changes,” said an official.

The training programmes for
researchers and PhD candidates
— which needs both ample sup-
portin terms of funds and time —
will, however, be funded “in total-
ity atleastinitially” by the govern-
ment, an official said.

“We want India to also start
holding patents and intellectual
property rights. There is no semi-
conductor company which does
not have adesigning base inIndia
but most of the intellectual prop-
erty for such designs are held by
these companies, which in turn
means that the governments of
countries where these companies
have their headquarters have
much more leveraging power. We
arealsolooking toenter thatclub,”
one of the officials said.

As per the latest All India
Survey on Higher Education
(AISHE) of 2019, which was re-
leased inJune 2021, the total num-
ber of PhD admissions in the
country increased from 1.26 lakh
in2015-16t02.02lakhin2019-20.

As per the report, 52,478 stu-
dents were enrolled in various
PhD programmes across the
countryin 19 sub-streams of engi-
neering and technology, while
among these computer science
engineering had the most 7,682
students enrolled for PhD courses.

‘Will raise rates more aggressively if needed’

New York: The US central bank
must move “expeditiously” to
bring too-high inflation to heel,
Federal Reserve Chair Jerome
Powell said on Monday, adding
that it could use bigger-than-
usual interest rate hikes if
needed to do so.

“The labor market is very
strong, and inflation is much too

US Federal Reserve Chair
Jerome Powell. APfile

high,” Powell told a National
Association for Business
Economics conference.

In particular, he added, “if we
conclude thatitis appropriate to
move more aggressively by rais-
ing the federal funds rate by
more than 25 basis points at a
meeting or meetings, we willdo

so.”

Lagarde on ECB, Fed

The world’s two top central
banks, the US Fed and the
European Central Bank (ECB) will
move out of sync in the foresee-
able future, as the war in Ukraine
has vastly different effects
on their economies, ECB
President Christine Lagarde said
on Monday. REUTERS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MARCH 21

RBI GOVERNOR Shaktikanta Das
on Monday said the Indian econ-
omy is well equipped to combat
any spill-over effects from the
global markets given the present
Ukraine situation.

Acknowledging the prevailing
global uncertainties and also the
fact that the primary responsibil-
ity of the RBI is to maintain price
stability, Das said, “though the cur-
rentcrisis in Europe could have an
impact on inflation in India, the
possibility of a prolonged breach
of thelaid down tolerance band is
remote.” Das said the central gov-
ernment and its monetary policy
committee see no fears of stagfla-
tion - highinflationlevel and slow
growth — inIndia. “Our target for
inflation is 4 per cent plus or mi-
nus 2 per cent ... we are still
within the range. We expectinfla-
tion to moderate going forward.
India’s growth projection is also
8.9percent.Asfaraswe seeit, the
prospect of a stagflation does not
arise,” Das said while addressing
the CEOs at the CII National
Council Meeting.

Das said since the pandemic
hit the economy in March 2020,
the central bank has injected a
whopping Rs 17 lakh crore into
the system and assured abundant
liquidity in the market to meet the
“productive” requirement of the
economy. Das said despite the

RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das at the CIl Meeting. PTI

headwinds arising from the
Russia-Ukraine war, the economy
is better placed given the high
forex reserves and low currentac-
countgap. Most of the 60 high fre-
quency indicators are now in the
green with just the automotive
sector in the orange, he said.
Despite the inflation being at
6 per cent for the last two months,
Das said that the central bank does
notseeitasaproblemuntil theis-
sue persists consistently for the
next three months. On the ex-
changerate, Das said the policy of
the RBI has beentointervene only
toaddress excessive volatility. The
RBI used nearly $10 billion from
its forex kitty to defend the rupee
in early March. When the rupee
fell below the 77 level after the
Russia-Ukraine war intensified
and crude oil prices flared up, the
RBI sold dollars to prevent a slide
inthe rupeevalue. Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

‘LIC IPO: Govt files fresh draft’

New Delhi: The government has
filed updated draft papers with
market regulator Sebi for an ini-
tial public offer of LIC, incorporat-
ing December quarter financials
of theinsurance behemoth, an of-
ficial said on Monday.

on February 13, the government
had filed the draft red herring
prospectus (DRHP) with the reg-
ulator giving details of financial re-
sultstill September. The DRHP got
approval from the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,MARCH 21

CLARIFYING TAXATION aspects
for cryptocurrencies or virtual dig-
ital assets, the government said
Monday that infrastructure costs
incurred in the mining of cryp-
tocurrencies or any virtual digital
assets will not be allowed as de-
ductionunder the Income-tax Act.

Also, loss from the transfer of
virtual digital asset (VDA) will not
beallowed to be set off against the
income arising from the transfer
of another VDA, Minister of State
for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary said
inawrittenreply to the Lok Sabha.

The government will come
outwithadefinition of VDAs with
aview to levy 30 per cent tax on
income from the transfer of such
assets, he said, adding that cur-
rently cryptocurrencies are unreg-
ulated in the country.

The FY23 Budget has brought
inclarity concerning the levy of in-
come tax on crypto assets. From
April 1, a 30 per cent income tax
plus cess and surcharges, will be
levied on such transactions.

“The (Finance) Bill also pro-
poses to define VDA. If any asset
falls within the proposed defini-
tion, suchvirtual asset will be con-
sidered as VDA for the purposes
of the Act and other provisions of
the Act will apply accordingly,”
Chaudhary said.

He added “infrastructure
costs incurred in the mining of
VDA (e.g. crypto assets) will not

be treated as cost of acquisition as
the same will be in the nature of
capital expenditure”, whichis not
allowable as a deduction under
the I-T Act.

Sandeep Jhunjhunwala, part-
ner,Nangia Andersen LLP, said the
clarifications provided by the gov-
ernment lays to rest some of the
doubts that stakeholders of the
crypto ecosystem had been grap-
pling with and more might be re-
quired for withholding tax provi-
sions on crypto transactions.

“Since intra-head adjustment
of losses, i.e., set-off of loss arising
from one VDA with the income
from another VDA would not be
permitted, such losses would be
asunk cost for the investors, caus-
ing a double whammy — paying
taxes on gains and no offset of
losses.

“Thiswouldlead toasituation
where losses, say on account of
transaction in altcoins (one VDA
class)would not be permitted for
set-off against gains on another
VDA class, say any other program-
mable token or bitcoin. Similar
analogy could be drawn for set-off
of losses within the same class of
VDA, say ethereum vs dogecoin.
Disallowance of infrastructure
costincurred in mining cryptocur-
rencies costs,asa permissible rev-
enue expenditure, would further
increase the cost of mining these
assets,” he said.

Meanwhile, the government
is working on legislation to regu-
late cryptocurrencies, but no draft
has yet been released publicly.

PHONE (0291) 2742223

;“W% JODHPUR VIDYUT VITARAN NIGAM LIMITED, JODHPUR
H (MATERIAL MANAGEMENT & CONTRACT WING)
NEW POWER HOUSE, INDUSTRIAL AREA, JODHPUR-342003

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

FAX: (0291) 2746539

E-Procurement Tenders are invited for purchase of P.G. Clamp for ACSR Dog Conductor

(Type-A), Weasel Conductor, Rabbit Conductor, Panther Conductor and T Clamp for Panther

Intherun-uptothemegalPO, early this month. PTI

Office of the Executive Engineer, Project South, South Zonal Office
==. Complex, 9th Main, 9th Cross, Jayanagar 2nd Block, Bengaluru -11

No.EEP(S)/E-Proc/21/21-22 Date:21.03.2022
INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)
(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only) (Two Cover System)

The Executive Engineer, Project-South Division, invites tenders
from eligible Tenderers for the work detailed in the table below:

ﬁ BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

SI. Amount put to EMD
No. Name of Work tender (Rs in Lakhs) | (Rs.)
Shifting of Inert Waste from
1 | Chikkanagamangala Waste 200.00 3,00,000/-
Processing Plant.

Period of completion (Including Monsoon) : 3 Months. 1) Tender
documents may be downloaded from e-procurement website.
2) Pre bid meeting : 28.03.2022 at 03.00 p.m. 3) Last date and
time for receipt of tenders: 05.04.2022 upto 04.00 p.m. 4) Date
of opening of technical bid: 07.04.2022 at 04.30 p.m. 5) Date of
opening of financial bid: 11.04.2022 at 04.00 p.m. Further
details can be accessed from GoK e-procurement website:
https://eproc. karnataka.gov.in or office of the undersigned.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Project-South Division.
STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

66 | frain i | O
Mask Hygiene

Distancing

Conductor under TN-1758 (UBN JVV2122GLOB00518) and Rate Contract for providing Spare
Parts of VCB TN-1765 (UBN JVV2122GLRC00524).

Details regarding Quantity, Tender cost, Earnest Money, Schedule date of tender opening
for aforesaid tenders are available on our website at www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/jdvvnl and

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (MM&C)
faoreit el forerdl 3 fae de Wi s 1800 180 6045

REIRRRESERICHEEIIGERIE
National Institute of Animal Biotechnology

An Autonomous Institute of Department of Biotechnology,
Ministry of Science & Technology, Govt of India

Survey No 37, Opp. Journalist Colony, Near Gowlidoddy,
Gachibowli, Hyderabad, Telangana, India - 500 032.
Advertisement No. 14 / 2022
NIAB, Hyderabad, an autonomous institute under the aegis of Department
of Biotechnology, Government of India, is aimed to harness novel and
emerging biotechnologies and create knowledge in the cutting edge areas

forimproving animal health and productivity.
NIAB invites applications from Indian Citizens for filling up the following
positions on Direct Recruitment basis, as detailed below:

also at http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in
Raj.Samwad/C/21/13084

Positions Pay Level No of posts
Senior Manager (A&F) Level 12 1(UR)
Scientist - D Level 12 2(UR)
Scientist - C Level 11 1(SC)
Scientist - B Level 10 1(UR)

Please visit NIAB website www.niab.org.in for detailed advertisement and
online application form.

Date of commencement of online applications : 20.03.2022

Last date for submitting online applications : 19.04.2022

Follow Physical

New Delhi

N n
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o DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
r i OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (SDW) NW = _,(/)
== NSTP CORONATION PILLAR DELHI-110009
Vozel E-mail ID:- nstp.djb@gmail.com, Phone No 011-27602302 ‘ ’“‘"
SHORT PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER No. 21 (2021-22)
Sl. Name of work Estimated Cost | Earnest | Date of release of Last date / time for
No. Money tender in receipt of tender
E-procurement through E-Procurement
solution Solution
1 |Providing & Laying of 450 mm dia MS rising 3877315/- 77600/- 21.03.2022 26.03.2022 at 1.30 PM
main in parallel of existing 600 mm dia from 2022_DJB_219240_1
DD 6 lift pump house to inlet of STP Narela

NIT along with all terms & conditions is available on web sitet https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Sd/- (Er. Ram Manohar)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1289 (2021-22) EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SDW) VII

/==, TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD -,
P E-TENDER NOTICE :TANGEDCO/SHORT/ PP-21/2022

T T Ay Chief Engineer/PPPTANGEDCO

TANGEDCO invites E-Tender for procurement of RTC power upto 1000 MW from 4th
April 2022 to 20th May 2022. Bidding will be done as per the revised guidelines for
short term procurement of power notified by the Ministry of Power vide resolution
dated 30.03.2016 and as per amendment dated 21.02.2022 through e-Bidding portal
(DEEP) only. The link for the e-Bidding portal is www.mstcecommerce.com, and is
also available on the website of Ministry of Power (www.powermin.nic.in) and PFC
Consulting Ltd (www.pfcclindia.com). Specification is available in TANGEDCO
website and MSTC DEEP E-Bidding portal.

DIPR/ 1409 /Tender/2022

“STOP CORONA: WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

MP POORV KSHETRA VIDYUT VITARAN CO. LTD. FFEs
BLOCK NO.8, SHAKTI BHAWAN, RAMPUR, JABALPUR (M.P)

Tel No:0761 2702473, Fax No.0761-2660048
CIN :U40109MP2002SGC015120

B
@

Jabalpur, dtd:16.03.2022

No. CGM/PUR/EZ/GM-1/11/2822
TENDER NOTICE
Online Tenders are invited for following item:-

" ALAGAPPA UNIVERSITY 3

[Accredited with A+ grade by NAAC (CGPA:3.64) in the Third Cycle,
Graded as Category-| University and Granted Autonomy by MHRD-UGC] :.'2"_

KARAIKUDI - 630 003

Ref: DDE/DE12/Tender/Printing of Course Materials/2022
Tender Notice

Sealed Tenders are invited from reputed publishers for
printing of course materials for various programmes being
offered by DDE. Filled in Tenders shall reach on or before
25.04.2022 upto 3.00 p.m. The details are available in
www.tenders.tn.gov.in and University website
www.alagappauniversity.ac.in

Place : Karaikudi
Date : 21.03.2022

dt.21.03.2022

Prof. C. Sekar

DIPR/ 1422 /TENDER/2022 REGISTRAR i/lc

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF A PERSON ACCUSED
TO3-R0ER E Tendor am imdtad by o

(See Section 82 Cr.PC.) Uk YoF e ARG WK Tardss
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused |Hq_r_.|;;1a1ﬁi_ Mamie of e work:

FROMISION OF REMSSTE OLRGHDETIC:
EHE PREBECTTVE MANTEMRRCE 3151
E-TandarModce Mo, -H-331-73, Claled;

Frostilar ol Remate Qisgnaalic and
Pradictien Hainlanassn Syatam fer
Foeollng & Telecem Gasm 2l B0 {Thees]
Sistipne. Real Time monbonng of OHE
Suapensan insulalor Makago & Trock
Wok Healih PMonioning syslom with
i s hmieransg & fuliio s Elellanoh
rapuleh by = Reblor Losen. Tender
TLANZ 000, Earraes] Moy - T2 00, W0-:
Closlng of cessfar gl 1580 hrs. an
08042023 Fig dedads piarsd i meibedin
AR AT AT

Anish Mohammad, S/o Gani Mohammad, R/o H.No. 45,
Village Dabri, New Delhi has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in FIR No. 169/2020 U/S 188/269
IPC PS Janakpuri, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant
of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Anish
Mohammad can not be found and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said accused Anish Mohammad
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service
of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Anish
Mohammad of FIR No. 169/2020 U/S 188/269 IPC PS
Janakpuri, Delhi is required to appear before this court to
answer the said complaint on 13.05.2022.

DRM |B&T), Halihar

g NOATHEAST FRONTIER RMLH.IIH

By Order

Neetika Kapoor
Metropolitian Magistrate-11
Room No. 05, Ground Floor

DP/775/WD/2022 Dawarka District Courts, New Delhi

“Gargmar SLEG SShAHID wLkECsTh, sramer Ufg sfsHrn usmLniGumh”

S. T.S. No. NAME OF ITEMS APPROX. TENDER DATE OF

No. Discom-EZ/PUR VALUE FEE OPENING
(Rs. in Lakhs) [ (in Rs) OF TENDER

1. 1224 (E-Tender No. 11 KV & 33 KV CT:PT 238.65 5,900.00 | 20.04.2022

2022_PKVVC_ Units for Consumer
191429_1) Metering

For other details visit our website- www.mpez.co.in & mptenders.gov.in
SAVE ELECTRICITY C.G.M. (PURCHASE)
" f3otent HaEh fRrprIdl @ fHARTevor & forv 1912 SRIA #'

Invitation for Bids
Procurement of Works

(Two-Envelope Bidding Process without Prequalification)

No. and Date: CE/ARNIP/A/RI-2/01/2018/44, March 21, 2022

Loan No.: To be assigned [Project No: 53335-001]

Loan Title: Assam Road Network Improvement Project (ARNIP)

Contract Title: Improvement, upgradation and 5-year performance-based

maintenance works of Road A04: Jogighopa to Bongaigaon via
Oudubi (Length: 36.791 km); Road A25: Borkhola-Kalain
(Length-; 21.387 km); Road A26_1: Bhanga Sessabari,
Hailakandi (Length-: 23.60 km); Road A26_2: Hailakandi -
Dwarbond (Length-23.787 km)

May 5, 2022, till 2:00 PM IST

Deadline for Submission of
Bids:

1. The Government of India has applied loan from the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) toward the cost of Assam Road Network Improvement Project. Part of this
financing will be used for payments under the Contracts named below. Bidding is
open to Bidders from eligible source countries of ADB.

2. The "Public Works Roads Department, Government of Assam" ("the Employer")
invites sealed bids from eligible Bidders for the following works given in the table
below;

Package No. Package Name Estimated Completion Bid Security
cost of work Time (Months) (INR)
(INR, crore)

ARNIP/A/RI-2 Improvement, upgradation 262.43 Execution = 36, 5,25,00,000.00
and 5-year performance- post construction using the
based maintenance works performance- instruments
of Road A04: Jogighopa to based specified in ITB
Bongaigaon via Oudubi maintenance=60 19.3
(Length: 36.791 km)

ARNIP/A/RI-9 Improvement, upgradation 115.58 Execution = 30, 2,31,00,000.00
and 5-year performance- post construction using the
based maintenance works performance- instruments
of Road A25: Borkhola- based specified in ITB
Kalain (Length-21.387 km) maintenance=60 19.3

ARNIP/A/RI-10 Improvement, upgradation 133.41 Execution = 30, 2,67,00,000.00
and 5-year performance- post construction using the
based maintenance works performance- instruments
of Road A26_1: Bhanga based specified in ITB
Sessabari, Hailakandi maintenance=60 19.3
(Length-23.60 km)

ARNIP/A/RI-11 Improvement, upgradation 157.14 Execution = 30, 3,14,00,000.00
and 5-year performance- post construction using the
based maintenance works performance- instruments
of Road A26_2: based specified in ITB
Hailakandi -Dwarbond maintenance=60 19.3

(Length-23.787 km)

A bidder may submit bid for one or more packages. Bids will be evaluated applying
multiple contract criteria, as provided in the bidding document.

3. Open competitive bidding will be conducted in accordance with ADB's Single
Stage Two Envelope (1S2E) procedure and is open to all Bidders from eligible
countries and with following key qualifications:

Package No. Road Minimum Average Contracts of similar size and nature
Annual Turnover
ARNIP/A/RI-2  A0O4 INR 175.00 crore Participation in at least one contract with a
value of INR 210.00 crore or two contracts with
a value of at least INR 157.00 crore in each
contract within 5 years.
ARNIP/A/RI-9  A25 INR 92.47 crore Participation in at least one contract with a

value of INR 92.50 crore or two contracts with
a value of at least INR 69.30 crore in each
contract within 5 years.

Participation in at least one contract with a
value of INR 106.70 crore or two contracts with
a value of at least INR 80.10 crore in each
contract within 5 years.

Participation in at least one contract with a
value of INR 125.70 crore or two contracts with
a value of at least INR 94.30 crore in each
contract within 5 years.

ARNIP/A/RI-10 A26_1 INR 106.70 crore

ARNIP/A/RI-11 A26_2 INR 125.72 crore

More details of qualification requirements are mentioned in the Bidding Documents

4. To obtain further information and inspect the bidding documents, Bidders should
contact: Office of the Chief Engineer (EAP), PWRD Assam Address: Fatasil
Ambari, Guwahati-781025, India, Email: as-ce.arnip @ assam.gov.in

5. To purchase the bidding documents in English, eligible bidders should:

* Download the Bidding Documents which would be available online on the e-
tendering System https://assamtenders.gov.in from March 24, 2022 (from
05:00 PM) onwards, till May 5, 2022, 2:00 PM.

e pay a nonrefundable fee of INR 10,000.00 or equivalent in the form of Demand
Draft from a commercial bank in India or from a reputed bank outside India and
drawn in favour of the Assam State Road Board A/C No. 10566991479.

6. Deliver your bid through electronic submission:

*in the e-tendering system https://assamtenders.gov.in on or before the
deadline May 5, 2022 upto 2.00 PM

e together with a Bid Security and tender fee as described in the Bidding
Document.

7. Bids will be opened on May 5, 2022 at 02:15 PM after the deadline for bid
submission in the presence of Bidders' representatives who choose to attend.

Chief Engineer (EAP), PWRD Assam

Janasanyog /CF/3824/21 Fatasil Ambari, Guwahati - 781025

#:-5- Pyl ol B P&l Slate Power Corparation Limited

Regd Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website: www.pspcl.in
(Contact No. 96461-07205)

Open Tender Eng. No. 365/P-3/EMP-W-11938 Dated: 17.03.2022

Dy Chiet Engineer/Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGSSTP,
Roopnagar invites Open E-tender ID No. 2022_POWER_83065_1 for
Breakdown/ Preventive Mtc. of TG Equipments & Overhauling of
associated auxillaries of 4x210 Mw ‘KWU’ Design BHEL Make TG
Units at GGSSTP, Rupnagar. For detailed NIT & Tender Specification
please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 17.03.2022/ 06.00
P.M. onwards.

NOTE: Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

RTP-16/22 12904/Pb

SEARCH FOR MISSING GIRL

General public is hereby informed that
one girl namely Rekha, D/o Meh Lal, R/o
C-806, Phase-1, Metro Vihar, Holambi
Kalan, Delhi. Age 18 years 6 months,
Height 5', Complexion Wheatish, Round
Face, Normal Built, Wearing Pink colour
shirt, blue colour jeas pant and pink colour
hawai chappal in feet has been missing
since 05.02.2021 at 12.00 am from her
house. Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace
out this girl but no clue has come to light so far. In this regard a
DD No. 52-A dated 04.04.2021 has been lodged at PS Narela
Industrial Area, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this missing
girl may kindly inform to the following.

Website: http://cbi.nic.in

Rekha

Email: cic@cbi.gov.in ) SHO
Fax: 011-23011334 PS: Narela Industrial Area,
Ph: 011-23014046, 23015218 Delhi

DP/1646/0ON/2022 Ph.: 011-27787594

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused person Sageer S/o Fazru R/o Village Atorna
Samsabad, Tehsil Firozpur, Jhirka, Mewat, Haryana has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence FIR No. 193/2018 u/s 279 IPC PS. Lahori Gate,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said Sageer cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said Sageer has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proceeding u/s 82
Cr.P.C. have been initiated in the case. Proclamation is
hereby made that the said Sageer accused of FIR No.
193/2018 u/s 279 IPC PS. Lahori Gate, Delhi is required
to appear before this Court to answer the said complaint
on or before 27.06.2022.
By Order: Ms. Neha Gupta Singh
Metropolitan Magistrate-09, Central,
Room No. 286, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/2073/N/22

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(SEE SECTION 82 Cr.P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Smt. Sarita R/o H.No. B-581, Hari Enclave, 2nd
Kirari Delhi, New Delhi has committed (or are suspected to
have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 1242/2014
dated 14.03.2022 U/s 22/8 P.S. Aman Vihar, Delhi and it
has been returned to a Warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused person Smt. Sarita can not be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said accused person Smt. Sarita has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation are hereby made that the said accused
person Smt. Sarita of FIR No. 1242/2014 Dated 14.03.2022
U/s 22/8, P.S. Aman Vihar, Delhi are required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on or before
dated 09.05.2022.

By Order

DP/1350/RD/2022 Neeraj Gaur

(Court Matter) Additional Sessions Judge-05 (NW),
Room No. 309, 3rd Floor, District Courts Rohini, Delhi

GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
IRRIGATION DIVISION NO.1,BARHAIT

e-Procurement Very Short Time Tender Notice
Tender Reference No. :- WRD/IRRIGATION DIV.
NO.1 BARHAIT /F2-02/2021-22 Dt :16.03.2022

1. Name of the work Construction of P.C.C. road on right &
left afflux bund under Gumani Barrage
Scheme under Irrigation Division No.1,
Barhait
2. Estimated Cost (Rs.) Rs.16750300.00 (Rupees One Crore
Sixty Seven lakh Fifty thousand Three
hundred) only
3. Time of Completion 360 days
4. Last date & Time for receipt of 01.04.2022
bids Up to 5:00 PM.
5. | Date of Publication of Tender on 23.03.2022
website 11:00 AM.
6. | Name & address of office Inviting | Executive Engineer Irrigation Division
tender No.1, Barhait
7. | Contact no. of Procurement officer 9431365175
8. | Helpline number of e-Procurement 06432-232477
cell

Note :- Only E-Tender will be accepted.

Estimated cost may vary.

Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in
Executive Engineer

PR266531 (Irrigation)21-22*D Irrigation Division No.1, Barhait

4 DELHI JAL BOARD DELHI SARKAR
. OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (M)-4 L
¥ LUCKNOW ROAD, TIMAR PUR, DELHI - 110054 =

Short NIT. No. 91 (Item no.1) (2021-22) E.E.(T)/A.C.E(M)-4.

S. Name of work Estimated Date of release of Earnest | Tender fee | Last date/time of receipt of
No. Cost tender in Money tender through
(Rs.) e-procurement solution e-procurement solution

ltem Rate 17.03.2022 Technical bid will be received
02 P.M. onward 31.03.2022, 3:00 PM &
opening of financial bid after
completion of technical bid &
confirmation of EMD from
Bank.

(Non-
refundable)
59,200/- 500/-

1. |Engagement of 15 Nos SGB for
desilting of sewer line in
Malkaganj ward 13N in AC-03
under ACE(M)-04.

1.D 2022_DJB_219117_1

Further details in this regard can be seen at https:/govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Sd/- (S.K. SINGH)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1288(2021-22) EXECUTIVE ENGINEER-T(M)-4

“STOP CORONA: *Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

o DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVERNMENT OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
i OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (M)-1 7/‘?
¥ i | EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (M)-57 / T-1 i 1 e
.l"—_" M-16, POCKET E, MAYUR VIHAR PHASE-II, DELHI-110091 :‘:_": "":':
T Phone No. 011-22722392, Email ID: eeeast1djb@gmail.com T
PRESS NOTICE TENDER
NIT NO. 59 (2021-22)
Sl. Name of Work Estimated Contract |Earnest Money| Tender |Date of Release of tender| Last Date/ Time of
No. Value (ECV)/ Amount (EMD) Fees in E-Procurement receipt of tender E-
put to tender Solution & Tender ID No. | Procurement Solution
1. |Providing and laying new sewer line in 26,96,509.00 54,000.00 500.00 19.03.2022 29. 03 2022
left out portion in Mulla colony and 2022_DJB_219203_1
Ghadoli Village in AC-56 Kondli under 03: 16 PM
AEE(M)-56

Further details in this regard can be seen at https:/govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1286(2021-22)

Stop Corona:

Sd/- (Sudhir Kr. Gupta)
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (M)-57

1. Wash Your Hands 2. Wear Mask 3. Maintain Social distance

h DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER (T) o )

ROOM NO. 212, VARUNALAYA PHASE-II, et
KAROL BAGH NEW DELHI-110005

Filling up the 01 post Assistant Engineer (Civil) on
Deputation Basis in Delhi Jal Board
Last Date of submission of application 04.05.2022

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for filling up the 01 post of Assistant Engineer
(Civil) on deputation basis in Delhi Jal Board in Pay Level-09 as per 7th Central Pay
Commission Pay Matrix of Rs. 53,100-1,67,800, initially for a period of one year or till this post
is filled up on regular basis or till further orders whichever is earlier. For more information
please visit our website www.delhijalboard.nic.in.

=
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.Eli

Sd/-

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) (A.K. KAUSHIK)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1291 (2021-22) DIRECTOR (ADMN. & PERSONNEL)

“STOP CORONA: 1. Wash Your Hands 2. Wear Mask 3. Maintain Social Distance

e-Procurement Cell
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT,

JHARKHAND, RANCHI
Short Term e-Procurement Notice  Date :21 -3-2022

Sl Tender Reference No. ‘Work Name Amount in | Completion
No (Rs) Time

1 BCD/Bokaro/15/2021-22 Construction of SDO 9,19,55,000/- | 11 Months

Office Building at Chas,
Bokaro, Jharkhand.
2 BCD/Ranchi-1/16/2021-22 Proposed Construction of 7,68,62,000/- | 11 Months
EVM Ware house at Ranchi .

4 Date of Publication of Tender on Website 06.04.2022 at 11:00 AM

5 Start Date of Submission of Bids 06.04.2022 at 11:00 AM

6 Last Date/Time of Submission of Bids 20.04.2022 at 05:00 PM

7 Last Date/Time of Submission of Bid 22.04.2022 upto 12:00 PM

Security Money and Tender Fee
8 Date/Time of opening of Bid 22.04.2022 at 02:00 PM
9 Name & Address of office Inviting tender e-Procurement Cell,
Building Construction Department,
Project Building, 3 Floor, Room No-
326, Jharkhand, Ranchi.
10 Helpline Number of e-procurement Cell 0651-2446166

Any change can be seen on Website http:// Jharkhandtenders.gov.in.
Any other information can be seen on http:// Jharkhandtenders.gov.in.
Nodal Officer e-Procurement Cell
Building Construction Department, Jharkhand, Ranchi.

PR 266549 (Building)21-22*D

Tender Notice

Golden opportunity for cargo operators and transporters to be a partner with

Northern Railway through leasing Parcel Cargo Express Train in Firozpur Division.

Tender No. 179-C/PCET/102/l/Reserve Price Date: 21.03.2022
Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/FS, Northern Railway, Firozpur invites E-tender through IREPS for leasing
of Parcel Cargo Express Train having composition of 15 parcel Vans having CC 24 tonnes each (LVPHSs) and
one brake Van for a period of six years. (PCET shall be 15 parcel vans + 1 Brakevan, for first six months of
contract, and after six months, the composition shall be 20 parcel van + 1 brakevan).

Tender Opening Date : 12.04.2022 at 15:00 hrs.

From To Total |Minimum Frequency | Reserve Price | EMD Tender Cost including
Tonnes| per month (inRs.) | GST@ 18 % (in Rs.)

Sanehwal | Bhanga | 363.9 | Four Round Trip Rs. 25,64,040/- | 50 Lakh|Rs. 11,800/~ (Rs. 10000 +
(SNL) (BXG) per round trip Rs. 1800 GST)
A. Tentative Time Table: Parcel Cargo Express Train Ex. Sanehwal to Bhanga and back to Sanehwal on round trip.
Days Arrival | Departure |Station Arrival Departure | Days
Wed - 18:05 Sanehwal (SNL) 13:55 - Thu
Wed/Thu | 23:55 | 06:30 Patel Nagar (PTNR) 00:05 07:30 Thu

Thu 12:00 |16:20 Rampur (RMU) 11:00 17:50 Wed
Thu/Fri 23:20 |03:20 Transport Nagar (TPNR) 02:10 05:10 Wed

Sat 01:00 | 05:00 New Jalpaiguri (NJP) 23:55 03:55 Mon/Tue
Sat 14:10 | 18:10 New Guwahati Goods Shed (NGC) | 10:30 14:30 Mon
Sun 05:00 |- Bhanga (BXG) - 23:45 Sun

Interested bidders may please visit official website for E-tendering i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for further

details and submitting tender.

Important Note :-

1. Bidders who wish to participate in the e-tendering will have to procure class-3 valid Digital Security
Certificate (DSC) as per Information Technology Act, 2000. Bidders can procure this certificate from any of
the certifying authority of Controller of Certifying Authorities (CCA) Government of India. Details of
certifying authorities can be obtained from www.cca.gov.in.

2. The bidder has to register, if not registered earlier with www.ireps.gov.in using DSC to participate in
tender process. Detailed procedure for registration, system requirements and bidding are also available on
www.ireps.gov.in. 601/2022

[ NORTHERN RAILWAY
/\Anfrlat(?\hahotsav Your Convenience - Our Concern

N n

New Delhi
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Fritz stops
Nadal’s winning
streak, earns
Indian Wells title

ASSOCIATED PRESS
INDIAN WELLS (US), MARCH 21

HOURS FROM playing in the biggest final of
his young career, Taylor Fritz was in severe
pain. The prospect of having to withdraw
against Rafael Nadal nearly had himin tears.
His coach urged him not to potentially risk
damaging his sore ankle further. Fritz stub-
bornly refused to bow out.

His faith in himself paid off. Fritz upset
Nadel 6-3 7-6 (5) on Sunday to win the BNP
Paribas Open and snap the 21-time major
champion's 20-match winning streak this
year. “It was a complete non-issue, didn't feel
itatall, didn't hinder me at all,” said Fritz,
who tweaked his ankle late in his semifinal
win over No. 7 seed Andrey Rublev.

Blue medical tape could be seen above
his high sock and he had it numbed before
thefinal. Nadal had his own healthissue.
He came into the match bothered by painful
breathing that he first experienced in a three-
set semifinal win. He took two medical time-
outs during the final. The first one came after
he lost the first set. Nadal went inside with a
trainer after tapping his upper left chest. He
got treatment on court after falling behind
5-4in the second set.

“Whenltry tobreathe, it's painful and it's
very uncomfortable. It's like a needle all the
time inside. I get dizzy a little bit because it's
painful. It's akind of pain thatlimit me alot,”
said Nadal, who turns 36 in June.

“The thing that worries me now, it's about
what's going on there, what I have to do now
to recover and how long going to take.”

Nadal's 20-0 start to the year included the
Australian Open, his 21st major champi-
onship that broke a tie with Novak Djokovic
and Roger Federer. He also won titles in
Melbourne and Acapulco. “Of course, the last
two months have have been amazing, unfor-
gettable, very emotional,: Nadal said.

“Ienjoy things that I never thought I could
live again a few months ago.”

In an error-filled women's final, Iga

Swiatek defeated Maria Sakkari 6-4,6-1. The
20-year-old Polish player and Fritz earned
USD 1.2 million each for their victories.
Fritz didn't waste any time in attacking Nadal,
racing to a 5-1 lead in the first set with two
breaks. Nadal got a break back in closing to
5-3,but his backhand error gave Fritz another
break and the set.

“It's an honour to even be on the same
court as this guy," Fritz told the crowd. “I
grew up watching this guy win everything.”
Nadal fought off a match point on his serve
with a forehand winner to tie the second set
5-all. He had two break points on Fritz's serve
in the next game, but the American held for

SPORTLINE

Cricket’s video j ockey

Rob Moody's Robelinda YouTube channel has become the unofﬁc1al visual record keeper and pomt of reference for the game

GAURAVBHATT

‘THE ROBELINDA2 channel must be run by
an Indian.’ ‘It has to be more than one per-
son, it's a team.’

Rob Moody has long gone public as the
man behind the popular YouTube channel, but
there’s no end to the conspiracy theories. The
44-year-old from Melbourne — whose
moniker Robelinda2 has earned overa million
subscribers and a billion views on YouTube,
complemented by a burgeoning presence on
Twitter — shakes his head at the myths.

“Every day, I see these comments. Let me
show you my team,” Moody switches to the
rear camera on his iPad during the video call
and takes us into his lair. There’s the desk
with a system, editing equipment and discs
lying atop. And the imposing walls of thou-
sands of tapes and DVDs, neatly labelled ala
‘Australia vs India, 2003-04".

Moody switches back to the front-facing
camera: “It's a one-man operation.”

Moody is amodern-day archivist, the ul-
timate librarian and YouTuber much before
the term became a new-wave career choice.
He is in his 40th year of taping cricket
matches and cataloguing them. From this
cache, he edits and publishes clips of mo-
ments seemingly lost. The latest offering is
the fastest Test 200 by Nathan Astle, 20 years
ago; “Cheat mode batting.”

Sometimes, it is serendipitous. Last
Friday, Moody posted Navjot Singh Sidhu'’s
towering six off Aussie debutant Gavin
Robertson in the 1998 Chennai Test.

“Iwas justlooking at old videos on my ac-
count last year. I posted that Sidhu clip a year
ago and thought ‘let’s retweet it’. Everyone
went, ‘Rob! Right on point’. I was like, ‘what
are you guys talking about?"” The day before,
Sidhu, batting for Congress, had lost his
Amritsar (East) seat in the Punjab Assembly
polls to Aam Aadmi Party debutante Jeevan
Jyot Kaur. “Everyone’s like, ‘wow, you're such
acricket fan thatyou follow Indian politics?"
Moody throws his head back laughing.

But the lucky nicks are rare. Moody’s
screamer-through-the-covers-for-four tim-
ing is part of his appeal. Earlier this month,
Moody — a touring musician and guitar in-
structor — was back home after a late Friday
night gig when a Twitter post broke the news
of Shane Warne’s death.

“Instantly, I thought ‘come on, guys. You
can’t be joking about stuff like that'.I checked
Google.Ichecked the news. Nothing onit, so
[ blocked the guy.” Moody, who later un-
blocked the account after confirmations and
tributes poured in, remembers “sitting there
for ages, looking at the screen.”

“In Australia, we were mostly asleep. But
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The 44-year-old from Melbourne has earned over a million subscribers and a billion views on YouTube.

was about to go to bed but thought I should
put up some Shane Warne videos. I've up-
loaded hundreds of videos anyway, so I just
had to find them all and chuck them into a
thread. But at the same time, [ was shaking.”

Tribute and archive

Since then, the ‘RobeLinda2’ Twitter ac-
count has become a Shane Warne memorial
site and educational tool rolled into one.
There are clips of the Aussie great’s battles
with Kevin Pietersen and Nasser Hussain, the
flippers and leg-breaks, etched in the collec-
tive psyche of cricket fandom. Then there’s
some ‘old gold’ straight from the Moody
archives. The very first Warne-Sachin
Tendulkar duel. And the “impossible ball” to
Saeed Anwar, captioned: “Straight from my
VHS tapes of the matchin full, never been on
the internet before with full replays and com-
mentary!!!! (sic)”

“I knew that even when he was alive,
everyone loved Shane Warne videos anyway.
New fans get to see crazy deliveries and even
crazier antics,” says Moody. “People now can
just celebrate all the positive things in the
awesome footage.”

“That’s one aspect which always
surprised me, that the players
largely don’t have a library of every
ball of every innings. Like you
would think that surely Tendulkar
has got every ball that he’s ever
faced in cricket.”

also benefitted from Moody's tapes.

“He asked me, ‘how many balls would I
have from his Test career?’ | went, ‘Every ball.
‘Are you kidding?’ I sent him some stuff. He
sent me some bottles of wine.”

Cricketers, especially domestic cricketers
inEngland, India, Australia, New Zealand and
South Africa have often contacted Moody for
footage of themselves playing.

“That’s one aspect which always sur-
prised me, that the players largely don’t have
a library of every ball of every innings. Like
you would think that surely Tendulkar has
gotevery ball that he’s ever faced in cricket.”

The conversation then turns to the
opaque, inconsistent and oft-frustrating
world of copyright claims, channel strikes

to a creator if they’'ve uploaded something
within their video that they do not own the
rights to. Three strikes mean the channel is
terminated and the user is banned from cre-
ating another. ‘Robelinda2’ is always sitting
on two strikes.

“Every day, [ wake up and I check (if the
channel is still up). Because I've seen it. I've
had someone else’s channel open, and the
next day, I refresh it. ‘This channel no longer
exists, it has been terminated due to multiple
third-party copyright violations’. That’s
gonna be me one day,” Moody says. “I have
given up caring. But I still don’t do the really
suicidal things like IPL or anything from the
last 15 years if I can help it. ICC has told me
can’t upload anything from '92 onwards.”

Gradually, Moody has found support. Last
year, the West Indies cricket board issued a
bunch of strikes. Moody posted it on Twitter
and the ensuing backlash prompted an offi-
cial to contact him and sort the issue out
within a day. Earlier, Cricket Australia came
down heavily, resulting in Moody’s Twitter
account getting suspended. Fans rallied, jour-
nalists quizzed CA officials and former crick-
eter Tom Moody and Australia limited-overs
captain Aaron Finch lent their voice.
“Ridiculous...so short-sighted. Rob has done
awonderful job in celebrating our game and

Tom Moody.
The suspension, and copyright claims
were revoked soon after.

The Moody household got its first VCR in
1982. It was a “rubbish, hunk of junk VCR”,
but for five-year-old Rob, it was “magic.”

Anything and everything made itinto the
first batch of Moody archives — news, kid
shows — before Rob zeroed in on cricket and
music videos. “I got to the stage where [ had
to kick my parents out of their bigger bed-
room because I needed the space for all the
tapes. Even they were supportive enough for
no real reason. They should have said, ‘Oi!
You're turning into a nutcase.”

VCR tapes to more than 30,000 DVDs —
“they scratch, they break, they don’t work
suddenly” — to now hard drives worth ter-
abytes. Like his tools, the support for his pas-
sion too has grown. “When my wife Belinda
(the channel is named after Rob and Belinda)
first came to my parents’ house and saw a
room full of cricket videos... Obviously she
was just trying to get out of there as soon as
she could. Because clearly, it was not going
to work out. But that was 23 years ago,”
laughs Moody.

Like his followers and subscribers,
Moody too has his favourite videos.

“If you're having a crappy day, or you're
not feeling well, you watch the Inzamam
(ul-Haq) run-outs video and you just die
laughing.” Each post by Moody invites
umpteen requests for the rarest of clips.
Often, he is able to scour his catalogue and
fulfil demands. There is, however, a white
whale.

“Every couple of days, I get some person
from India asking me for the famous 175 by
Kapil Dev,” Moody says. “It doesn’t exist be-
cause of the BBC's strike back then but every
time... ‘Rob, do you have the 175?’ I'm like,
‘Yeah. Would you like it in 4K? Let me go
back to 1983 and record it on my phone
sneakily.”

“The best thing about the internet is the
engagement with genuine fans, that will go
‘Hey Rob, do you recall that pull shot from
Greg Blewettin'97? Chris Cairns at'Gabba?
That bowler who broke the stump cam at
SCG in'897?’ Yes! That was Greg Campbell,
Ricky Ponting’s uncle. I'll go chuck the video
up.’ Every day I'm reminded of moments
because of the fans. If I didn’t have the
videos, I'd be the one absolutely harassing
people online for the same things.”

(WITHINPUTS FROM MIHIR VASAVDA
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1 Stock answer to Solomon’s
dilemma(5,5)

6 Question the cause of inflation?
(4)

10 New rates set for rents (5)

11 Concerning a will he’s
shameless (9)

12 Make up watch on the ship (8)
13 Plans to move aside (5)

15 Gets off with a slight
dislocation(7)

DOWN

1Placeitin the southeast (4)

2 Decoding any signal that’s
broadcast (9)

3 Stand in the drawing room (5)
4 Leaps out of bed perhaps (7)
5They give judgment on strikes
(7

7 A practice embodied in various
agencies (5)

8 Urge a swell tobecome a
publicity man(5,5)
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SPORT

WINDIES, ENGLAND DRAW AGAIN

Bridgetown (Barbados): The West Indies and England drew a second
straight Test in Barbados, leaving their series to be decided in the third and
final test in Grenada. England didn't declare its second innings until during
the lunch break on Sunday, when it was 185-6 and led by 281 runs at

Kensington Oval.

AP

A 10-team contest, 70 games, two host cities, changing corporate interest, T20 World Cup audition for players and the growing aura as
the cricket world's most-important tournament. As a countdown to the start of cricket’s richest league, The Indian Express brings together
the varied threads of this unique reset season of reshuffled squads. Today: a look at how the IPL transcended parochialism.

Dhoni-CSK: Rest is history, not geography

The league started with the concept of local icon players, but the ‘Thala’ proved that success and creating a bond with fans led to stronger loyalty

SANDIPG
MARCH 21

THEJERSEY launch of Chennai Super Kings in
2008 was a grand and elaborate function at
the Chennai Trade Centre, attended by the
glitterati of the Tamil film industry, business-
men and politicians. The events of the
evening, that crawled well into the night, in-
cluded an acrobatic performance by a
Taiwanese pair and a laser-effects show by a
Russian artiste, apart from popular singers
belting out chartbusters.

Dressed in a simple off-white T-shirt and
grey jeans, sprawled on a sofa, Mahendra
Singh Dhoni watched all these theatrics a bit
amusedly, a boyish grin flickering on his face,
hiding the restless wait for the jersey unveil-
ing. After the jersey was launched, which
Dhoni wore over the white T-shirt, the com-
perer handed over the mic to him with this
line: “By the end of your time here, you
would be talking in Tamil to the fans.”

The smile on Dhoni’s face broadened and
hereplied: “Don’t know about that, but T will
try to win you trophies,” he said, before he
paused, creating suspense, and rattled out in
a thick Hindi accent: “Romba nandri (thank
you).” The applause was ear-splitting.

So began the making of the CSK Thala
(leader), the start of a deeply emotional bond
between a cricketer and the fans of the club.
There began the delocalisation of the local hero
too —the concept that the hero, by virtue of be-
ing alocal, is more identifiable to the masses.

Dhoni, the eternal non-conformist in
cricket, was to break another myth, and spin
one of his own, with both his success,
charisma and sheer magnetism of his per-
sona. There began the supremacy of CSK,
their foresight in terms of a business model
as well as the most efficient franchise in the
Indian Premier League, one that woos suc-
cess mocking templates and tearing patterns.

Evolution

Fourteen years later, most franchises have
long shed their fixation with local players,
realising that it is success and relatability that
matter most. Popular cricketers could forge
an emotional connect, irrespective of where
they are from or whom they play for.
Franchises, in that sense, have dissociated
themselves from regional identities and
sought a more pan-national connect, a step
intheir evolution. Part of it owed to the real-
isation that though they have taken the name
of a city or a state, they don’t represent it. A
club is an independent entity, unbound by
regional affinities and not adhering to deep-
rooted traditions.

So, Delhi Capitals are not fussing over ac-
quiring Virat Kohli, arguably the greatest
cricketer from the Capital city; Royal
Challengers Bangalore, the franchise Kohli
turns up for, did not heckle for Devdutt
Padikkal, one of the most promising talents
around, and one from the city, or KL Rahul.
Shreyas Iyer, who has played all his cricket in
Mumbai and would captain his state unit in
the Ranji Trophy, has captained Delhi and
would lead Kolkata Knight Riders this season.

So has been the case with Rahul, who
skippered Punjab Kings and would now lead
Lucknow Supergiants. The latter did not
bother about Suresh Raina. Gujarat Titans
appointed Hardik Pandya as captain to string
a local connect — though technically, he is
from Baroda — but shed no sentiment to
snare Cheteshwar Pujara or Jaydev Unadkat.
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Most IPL franchises have long shed their fixation with local players, realising that it is success of the team and relatability of the brand that matter most. IPL

Just 19 players (out of 250) represent the
franchise based out of their state or city. In
the first season, the corresponding number
was 46 (out of 200).

Only Mumbai Indians have a natural-fit
captain from their city — Rohit Sharma. But
once heretires, it is not guaranteed that they
would pick another from the city as captain.

The death of localism was inevitable —
for club culture in the country is primarily an
urban phenomenon. Dhoni and CSKjust has-
tened its demise.

Awave of lament flitted through the city’s
cricket circles when the list of franchise-icons
was announced. They didn’t have one, while
all other established cricketing centres had
aface they could call their own. Mumbai had
Sachin Tendulkar; Kolkata Sourav Ganguly;
Bangalore Rahul Dravid and Hyderabad VVS
Laxman. It burst a proud cricketing culture’s
bloated ego. Vernacular dailies devoted vast
editorial spaces to mourn the apparent death
of Tamil Nadu cricket, its inability to produce
superstar cricketers. A daily also drew a car-
toon of Kris Srikkanth with the line, ‘l can be
an icon player, in my time I batted like in
Twenty-Twenty cricket.’

Those were days when the concept of
competitive club culture was nascent.
Though cricketing superstars were loved and
deified everywhere in the country, local stars
established a deeper connection, and some-
times were antagonistic towards another su-
perstar from a different city or state. No mat-
ter how much they loved Sachin Tendulkar,
those in Kolkata loved Sourav Ganguly more.

Naseem helps Pakistan
claw back in series-decider

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LAHORE, MARCH 21

PAKISTAN RECOVERED from dropped
catches to restrict Australia to 232-5 and
deny Usman Khawaja a second consecutive
century on Day 1 of the third and final Test
on Monday. Fast bowler Naseem Shah, the
only Pakistan change from the second drawn
test at Karachi, picked up 2-36 to lead a fight-
back in the last session after Australia won
the toss and opted to bat on another slow and
low-bouncy wicket. Cameron Green was un-
beaten on 20 and Alex Carey was not out on
8 when bad light stopped play two overs be-
fore the scheduled close. The Pakistan-born
Khawaja, who scored 160 and 44 not out at
Karachi and 97 runs in the opening test draw,
fell for 91 when Babar Azam plucked a bril-
liant one-handed shin-high catch in the slip.

Khawaja batted for nearly 5-1/2 hours for
his resilient 219-ball knock before he tried to
flick off-spinner Sajid Khan (1-65) to mid-
wicket. But the ball spun away sharply and
took the thick outside edge of the bat.

Naseem was finally rewarded for his dis-
ciplined bowling when he had Steve Smith
(59) trapped leg before wicket and also found
the outside edge of Travis Head (26).

Smith faced 169 balls and hit six fours be-
fore he was undone by Naseem's delivery,
which came back sharply and hit the batter's
knee in front of the stumps.

Head's below-par series continued and
despite getting a reprieve on 7 when Sajid
couldn't grab a chest-high catch of his own
bowling, he couldn't last long enough.

Khawaja and Smith had revived Australia
from the early jolt of Shaheen Shah Afridi (2-
39)with a 138-run stand in almost four hours
before Pakistan hit back with three late wick-
ets. Left-arm fast bowler Afridi had picked
up two wickets in his second over to cut
Australia to 8-2 before Khawaja and Smith
thwarted Pakistan.Khawaja didn't score a
boundary over the first hour and also sur-
vived a sharp chance on 12 when Azam
couldn't get down in time to hold onto an
edge in the slip.

Brief scores: Australia 232 for 5 (Khawaja
91, Smith 59) vs Pakistan

The late 20th century and aughts were the
time regional political parties and politicians
were flexing their muscles in the country’s
political geography as well.

But CSK owners’ thought differently. They
were predominantly thinking on business
terms, astute businessmen they were. “We
didn’tgo for any icon players, because they had
to pay theicon 10 percent more than the high-
est-paid player of the teamin the auction,” then
team owner N Srinivasan once explained.

This helped them in bidding for Dhoni,
who was the most expensive player of the
auction. “So, when the bidding went on for
Dhoni, I was clear at any price, MS Dhoni.
When it came to $1.5 million, I think
(Mumbai Indians)realised they would have
to pay Sachin $1.65 million and Dhoni $1.5
million, five million was the purse and 60
percent of the purse would go to these two
players. So, they stopped and that’s how we
got Dhoni because I said ‘I don’t want an
icon,” Srinivasan revealed.

Dhoni was a sharp investment at multiple
levels. He was young, had just won the inau-
gural ICCWorld T20 as captain, had just been
handed over full rein of the national team, was
the most marketable face in the country and
his stocks were surging. Contrarily, the icon-
players were mostly dragging towards theend
of their careers. Ganguly was to retire at the
end of that year; Laxman could not quite crack
the T20 code of batting; Dravid tried; only
Tendulkar and Sehwag, among the icons, daz-
zled. By the end of the first season, mosticons
had become aburden on their franchises. And
by 2010, only Tendulkar and Sehwag re-
mained at their clubs.

The lament of the Chennai crowd now

‘We’re back’:

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MARCH 21

BARCELONA'S PLAYERS had just returned to
the locker room when Gerard Piqué put outa
message on Twitter.

“We are back,” it read.

Piqué and his teammates had stayed on
the field at the Santiago Bernabéu Stadium
celebrating the team’s commanding 4-0 vic-
tory over Real Madrid in the Spanish league.
They jumped and sang along with the few
hundred visiting fans still left at the mostly
empty venue. Inside, coach Xavi Hernandez
waited to embrace each player as they re-
turned.“Vamos, vamos! (Let's go!),” was the
common exchange. It was the type of state-
ment Barcelona needed in a difficult rebuild-
ing year following the departure of Lionel
Messi and the collapse of its finances.

The rout on the road against the team’s
biggest rival — which had been comfortably
leading the Spanish league and had just elim-
inated Paris Saint-Germain in the Champions
League — reassured Barcelona that it’s on the
right path. “This can change the dynamic of the
present and the future,” Xavi said. “We hadn’t

became a melody.
EEE

Dhoni has recast the concept of the IPL
hero in his own image so much that every
franchise wants a Dhoni of their own. RCB
thought they had unearthed one in Kohli.
Soon after India won the 2011 50-over World
Cup, he became the country’s best batsman
across formats. Soon after, he became the
Test captain, and the world’s best batsman.
The Bengaluru crowd croons for him more
than they would cheer for Mayank Agarwal
or Rahul. Even during Test matches, all they
want to watch is Kohli bat, or Kohli field. Fans
squeeze past dozing guards to take a selfie
with him on the pitch during the match. They
canbear the pain the lathis were to inflict on
their softer flesh or the lock-up lodging.

But still Kohli-mania does not quite match
Dhoni-mania. There is not that spontaneous
affection that Chennai pampers Dhoni with.
Maybe, it is the cultural differences between
the cities. Bengaluru is more cosmopolitan and
pragmatic. Chennaiis still conservative and ro-
mantic. Chennai still deifies; New-age
Bengaluruis more defiant. In accepting heroes,
Chennai, or rather the state at large, is less
parochial. The most famous actor is non-Tamil
(Rajinikanth); the most idolised hero-politi-
cian was non-Tamil (MG Ramachandran); the
most loved cricketers (Sunil Gavaskar,
Gundappa Viswanath and Sachin Tendulkar)
in the pre-Dhoni era were non-Tamil too.

That Dhoni was more successful than
Kohli too could be a reason — the latter could
not win any silverware for his club in his
tenure, rather RCB were considered perpet-

been having many reasons to celebrate in the
recent past and today we made a statement.
You can say we are on our way back. We com-
peted against Real Madrid in their stadium and
could have won by more goals. It was spectac-
ular.” Barcelona has finally found its stride af-
ter a slow start to the season, which included
being eliminated from the Copa del Rey and
Spanish Super Cup.

Xavi revamped Barcelona’s offence and it
has thrived recently with a more vertical at-
tacking style that damages opponents with
quick and efficient bursts.

The club has outscored opponents 24-5 in
itslasteight matches inall competitions thanks
in part to new signings Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang and Ferran Torres. Aubameyang
scored twice and Ferran added another Sunday
to take their combined tally to 15 goals since
joining the club this year.

“Ithink this is the beginning of a new era,”
said the 32-year-old Aubameyang, who was
signed as a free agent after losing space at
Arsenal. Shortly after the match, he went on
Twitter and posted the message: “Hello from
the finished player.”

Ronald Araujo scored the other Barcelona
goal against Madrid, which had won the last

ual underachievers, and his appeal mostly
dwelled on his batsmanship. But success,
more so early success, is primary to win hearts
— Dhoni has steered his club to four IPL tri-
umphs and two Champions League successes.

But success alone would not guarantee
love either. Gautam Gambhir won KKR two
titles, yet he was no Dhoni in the love he re-
ceived in return. The city did not weep or
mourn when heleft. So, itis clearly more than
the number of trophies one has won or the
number of runs one has scored, but some-
thing less tangible, and something more re-
gion or city-specific. Dhoni did not resort to
anything gimmicky to win the fans either —
he did not make public appearances every
other day, he did not come dressed in veshti
or sang Tamil songs or made cameos in
movies, he did not make loud statements of
love for CSK. There was no veil of artificiality
— everything flowed smoothly and organi-
cally. He just won matches, amassed trophies
and kept smiling that warm smile of his.

What worked in Chennai might not work
inDelhi, and vice-versa. The franchises should
be shrewd enough to grasp the specific and
unique layers at work. Maybe, after all, it was
just happenstance. Dhoni and the masses just
clicked, like when one falls in love.

But the league has travelled a long way
away from assigning local players as icons.
The league has broadened its vistas from re-
strictive regional identities. Dhoni could be
the overwhelming catalyst of this change. He
might not be conversing in Tamil to his le-
gions of fans, he might not be conversing at
all, but has transcended the regional and lin-
guistic barriers to recast the concept of the
IPL hero in his own image.

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang scored twice &
Ferran Torres added one to take their tally to
15 goals since joining the club this year.

five consecutive “clasicos.”

“This reinforces our project, reinforces our
style, reinforces me as a new coach” Xavi said.
“Thereis nodoubt thisis how Barcelona has to
compete.” Xavi neutralized Madrid after coun-
terpart Carlo Ancelotti tried to use Luka Modric
as a false-nine to replace the injured Karim
Benzema, Madrid's top player this season and
the league’s scoring leader.

“We were able to play well behind the lines
when their midfielders moved up and that al-

ROYALS: THE JOURNEY
MONEYBALL OR ODDBALL?

Rajasthan Royals aced the
format in one go under Warne,
but haven’t repeated the feat.
They are unlikely to fare much
better this time too under
Samson’s captaincy

THE PAST

Rajasthan Royals were IPL’s first
movers. The world still sees them as
the team that cracked the T20 code at
the very first attempt. Back in 2008,
before the inaugural season, when
fans and franchise owners were talk-
ing about money,
they were being
IPL’s Moneyball
team. They even
defied conven-
tion to give the
captain’s arm-
band to Shane
Warne, the only
retired and non-
Indian skipper of the first season. So,
was it the smart shopping or a sharp
captain that won RR their IPL title? It
was a combination of both. However,
RR took their Moneyball image too se-
riously. After the initial success, they
haven’t repeated that without a
hands-on inspirational captain; one
can’trunateam of rag-tag rookies and
seasoned pros.

THE PRESENT

RRis ateam thatis a victim of its own
myth. After the first season high, they
have never reached the final and,
more often than not, ventured in the
bottom half of the points table. Their
pursuit to find Warne’s replacement
has been both relentless and futile.
Shane Watson, Rahul Dravid, Steve
Smith and Ajinkya Rahane have been
RR captains before their last year’s
failed leap of faith. In 2021, RR under
Sanju Samson won just five of the 14
games, finishing seventh in the 8-
team league. In the past, they tried
their best to follow the Warne tem-
plate of 2008 but it didn’t work. RR
didn’t win many games but have re-
mained the people’s team. There is
something about RR that makes fans
believe in miracles. Remember that
night in Sharjah in 2020, Rahul
Tewatia’s five sixes? He hasn’t done
much after that but Gujarat Titans got
him for Rs 9 crore this time.

WHAT NEXT

At the big reset auction of 2022, RR,
like every other team, wentback to the
drawing board, and the algorithms.
Once again, it'sa mix of unknowns and
seasoned players. There are trusted
performers like Ravichandran Ashwin,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Rassie van der
Dussen, Devdutt Padikkal and
Shimron Hetmyer and first-timers like
Dhruv Jurel, Tejas Baroka, Kuldeep
Yadav, Shubham Garhwal. But do they
have a Warne? There will always be
justone Shane Warne.

Barca make a bold statement with big win

lowed us to create many scoring chances,” Xavi
said. “This victory gives us great confidence to
keep working hard. We showed ourselves that
we can compete against anyone.”

Ancelotti took the blame for the loss, say-
ing his tactics were wrong. He tried to use
Mariano Diaz up frontin the second half but it
also didn’t work. Eden Hazard was on the
bench but didn’t play.

“I told the players it was my fault,” the
[talian said. “It wasn’t a good plan. Barcelona
played better and deserved the victory.”

Barcelona’s impressive rout also earned
praise from outside Spain.

“It was a pleasure to watch this amazing
performance tonight,” Bayern Munich forward
Thomas Muller wrote on Twitter.

The victory kept Madrid from opening a
12-point lead over second-place Sevilla with
nine matches to go. Barcelonais 12 points adrift
with a game in hand. The Catalan club had
been near midtable early in the season.

REALMADRID 0-4 BARCELONA
Aubameyang 29’,51’
Araujo 38’
Torres 47’
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