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Allow us to wear hijab matching colour of

uniform: Udupi students in Karnataka HC

As schools reopen, staff &
students told to remove
hijab, burqga outside gates

Centre’s Kendriya
Vidyalayas allow
headscarves, say
petitioners

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, FEBRUARY 14

ARGUING THAT the Centre-run
Kendriya Vidyalayas give an op-
tion for Muslim students to wear
headscarves in colours that
match their school uniform, pe-
titioners against the hijabbanin
some government educational
institutions in Karnataka on
Monday asked the Karnataka
High Court to permit them todo

dotel do
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Ex-chairman
of Turkish
Airlines is
new CEO

of Air India

Delighted,
honoured:
Ilker Ayci

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

THETATA Group on Monday an-
nounced the appointment of
former Turkish Airlines
Chairman Ilker Ayci as Air India’s
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
and Managing Director (MD), ef-
fective on or before April 1.

The development is in line
with the Tata Group’s plans to
appoint an expatriate chief to
run the airline it took over from
the Indian government last
month. The appointment s sub-
ject to security clearance by the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

Itislearnt that the Tata Group
interviewed several potential
candidates before Ayci’s ap-
pointment, including some who
were earlier with major
European and American carriers.

Ayci was chairman of Turkish
Airlines since 2015, and his resig-
nation from the post was an-
nounced by the airline on
January 27 this year — the day
the Centre handed over Air India
to the Tata Group.

When Turkey's President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan was
Mayor of Istanbul, Ayci served as
advisor in the Metropolitan
Municipality of Istanbul, where
he was part of a number of de-
velopment projects.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

In Bengaluru, as high schools reopened on Monday. P17

the same.

The plea was made in the
form of a memo placed before
the full bench, comprising Chief

Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi, Justice ]
M Khazi and Justice Krishna M
Dixit, whichis hearing a batch of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

WAITING TO VOTE

Outside a polling booth in Thivim, in North Goa, on Monday. P11

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, FEBRUARY 14

AS HIGH schools reopened in
Karnataka on Monday, after be-
ing closed for nearly a week over
the hijab row, parts of the state
witnessed scenes of Muslim stu-
dents and teachers being
stopped at the gates, and asked
toremove their hijabs before be-
ingletin.

REPORTS, PAGE 9

In Mandya, students and
teachers of Rotary Educational
Society School, who were asked
to remove their hijabs, had to do
so in public, outside the school,
in the full glare of cameras. As
children stood bewildered, par-
ents were seen requesting the
teachers to allow the students
inside the campus, where they
could remove their hijab. But
with school authorities insisting

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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In Varanasi for Ravidass Jayanti,
Punjab polls on top of their minds

ASAD REHMAN
VARANASI, FEBRUARY 14

AS HE chops onions outside a
tent where langar is being
served, Kulwant Singh, 45, is glad
he could make it to Varanasi for
Ravidass Jayanti — and still be
able to cast his vote back home
in Punjab.

The annual three-day fair,
held at Seer Goverdhanpur town
in Varanasi, is organised to mark
the birth anniversary of Sant

At Sant Ravidass’s birthplace
in Varanasi. Anand Singh

After Kerala & TN, HC
strikes down Karnataka
ban on online gambling

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, FEBRUARY 14

IN A boost for the online gaming
industry inIndia, adivision bench
of the Karnataka High Court
Monday struck down key amend-
ments to the Karnataka Police Act,
1963, which were brought in last
year to ban all forms of gambling
inthe state, including online gam-
bling, in order to “curb menace of
gaming through the Internet, mo-

bile apps”.

“The provisions are declared
to be ultra vires under the
Constitution and struck down,”
Justice Krishna S Dixit said while
pronouncing the order.

“However, nothing in the
judgment shall be construed to
prevent an appropriate legisla-
tion from being brought about
concerning the subject that is
betting and gambling in accor-
dance with the provisions of the

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

Ravidass, a 15th-16th Century
mystic poet saint of the Bhakti
Movement.

It doesn't take any prodding
for Singh to reveal his electoral
preference. “My vote is for
Channi maharaj (Punjab CM
Charanjit Singh Channi) and the
Congress. Why should I not vote
for a party that has made a Dalit
the CM?" says Singh, who owns
a motorcycle repair shop in
Jalandhar and comes to the fair
every year.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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Meet ‘Narine’ of Punjab: Tennis-ball

cricket in village to

PAGE1
ANCHOR

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

OF ALL the fascinating paths to
an IPL team, Ramesh Kumar’s
story is a perfect fairytale for the
social media age.

His father repairs footwear,
his mother is abangle seller. And
the 23-year-old was happy with
the meagre prize money and
small-time buzz of tennis-ball
cricket in Punjab when he sud-
denly went viral on YouTube.
The clip of him in action stirred
an IPL cricketer who shared it

with his coach — and in a blink,
Ramesh’s life changed.

Today, Ramesh, aka “Narine
Jalalabadiya”, finds himself in
Kolkata Knight Riders, picked for
Rs 20 lakh at the IPL auction on
Sunday. Just the climax awaits: a
six off the final ball, or maybe a
Super Over in which he bowls six
different deliveries, to win the
Cup for his team.

While “Narine” is a reference
to West Indian mystery spinner
and T20 star Sunil Narine for the
skill to conjure up different balls
with the same action, the
“Jalalabadiya” in the Internet
moniker tells not only Ramesh's
story but also that of his father’s
migrant dreams.

Twenty-five years ago,

Ramesh Kumar’s father
repairs footwear, his mother
isabangle seller

Mangu Ram left his hometown
of Hanumangarh in Rajasthanin
search of work and a better life
for his family, and eventually set-

[. via You'lube

tled down in Jalalabad in
Punjab’s Fazilka district. Now his
son will be rubbing shoulders
with T20 legends in the world's
biggest cricket league.

“I grew up watching the IPL
and used to mimic Sunil Narine. I
used to play tennis-ball tourna-
mentsin Punjab,and my bowling
action and batting style became
viral. One day (in March-April last
year), someone posted a video of
me with the caption 'Narine
Jalalabadiya', and it got stuck,”
Ramesh told The Indian Express.

“Honestly, I don't know what
kind of bowler [ am, but I can
bowl six different deliveries with
the same action. This is why I get
so many wickets,” he said.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

FOOD INFLATION 14-MTHHIGH

Inflation over
comfortrange

of 6%: no need

for alarm: RBI

RBI projections
robust, aware of
commitment on
inflation: Das
AANCHAL MAGAZINE

& SUNNY VERMA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

RETAIL INFLATION rose to a
seven-month high of 6.01 per
cent in January, breaching the
upper tolerance level of the
medium-term inflation target of
4+/-2 per cent set by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), datareleased
by the National Statistical Office
(NSO) on Monday showed. The
rise was mainly on account of
high food inflation, which
jumped to a 14-month high of
5.43 per cent, along with an un-
favourable base.

Inflation at the wholesale
levelin January softened to 12.96
per cent from 13.56 per cent a
month ago but marked the tenth
consecutive month of being in
double digits, another set of data
released by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry on
Monday showed. Wholesale
food inflation was, however, ata
24-month high of 9.6 per cent.
Wholesale Price Index (WPI)-
based inflation rate is reflective

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

INFLATION RATES
AT WHOLESALE,
RETAIL LEVEL
Month | WPI | CPI
June 12.1% |6.26%
July 11.6% |5.59%
Aug 11.64% | 5.3%
Sept 11.8% |4.35%
Oct 13.83% (4.48%
Nov |14.87% |4.91%
Dec 13.56% |5.66%
Jan 12.96% 16.01%
Source: MoSPI, Ministry of
Commerce & Industry

a

=

= Why the

> worry

L

AS RBI keeps its monetary

stance easy to ensure a
broad-based recovery,

there are risks of retail in-

flation becoming more

generalised. There are al-

ready signs of inflation

turning structural in non-
food segments like cloth-
ing, health and transport.

High global inflation and

rising crude oil prices will

exert further pressure.

Markets fall
3% over
Ukraine,
soaring oil

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 14

DOMESTIC STOCK markets
plummeted three per cent
Monday, the biggest fall in 10
months, as mounting fears of a
Russian attack on Ukraine trig-
gered a global share sell-off and
prompted oil prices to hit a
seven-year high.

The Sensex dived 1,747 points
to 56,405.84 and the NSE Nifty
Index 532 points to 16,842.80 in
the sell-off led by finance, bank-
ing, metals and realty stocks.

The Smallcap index fell by
4.15 per cent in the selling ava-
lanche. Among major losers, Tata
Steel was 5.49 per cent, HDFC
5.33 per cent, SBI 5.20 per cent
and ICICI Bank4.73 per cent. TCS,
whichrose one per cent, was the
only gainer among large-cap
shares asit fixed February 23 for
its share buyback. The rupee fell
by 22 paise to close at 75.58
against the US dollar as geopo-
litical tensions pushed investors
towards safe-haven assets.

DETAILED REPORT
PAGE 19
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HOLLYWOOD REWIND | INSIDE OUT: AN UNLIKELY COMING-OF-AGE TALE WHERE

EMOTIONS REIGN SUPREME

Inside Out was nominated for two Oscars, and crashed the ticket counter upon its release. Safe to say, you can
include this one in the slowly building catalogue of modern animation classics.

TECH

ENTERTAINMENT

REDMI SMART BAND
PRO REVIEW

Geared for fitness.
Being pitched as a
‘SportsWatch’

KALLAN D’SOUZA
MOVIE REVIEW

The Soubin Shahir
movie falls flat

EXPRESS

China’s ignorance
of written pacts
and hijab row

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In this episode we discuss the LAC border
issue in Ladakh. We also discuss the hijab

controversy

FROMPAGE ONE

Pleain HC

petitions filed by Muslims girls
from pre-university colleges in
Udupi who have been barred
from classes for wearing hijabs in
alleged violation of uniforms pre-
scribed by a college committee.

“As far asMuslim girls are con-
cerned, they are permitted to
wear scarves matching with the
bottom wear with red hem on
corners” by Kendriya Vidyalayas,
Senior Advocate Devadatt Kamat
told the full bench. “In fact, the
Kendriya Vidyalayas even today,
they permit by notification, even
though they have uniforms. Even
atthe nationallevel, thishasbeen
the tradition. Governments have
permitted headscarves to be
worn,” Kamat said.

“Headscarves for Muslim girls
and headgear allowance for Sikhs.
Thisisinline with Article 25 of the
Constitution,” he argued.

The case was adjourned for
further hearing on Tuesday.

On Monday, the counsel for
petitioners told the court the
Muslim girls were wearing hijabs
to their classes until a Karnataka
government order of February 5
legitimised a ban.

One of the main contentions
of the counsel was that the state
government, which has the re-
sponsibility of maintaining pub-
lic order, had outsourced the re-
sponsibility of deciding on the
fundamental right to freedom of
religion (subject to public order)
toa College Development Council
(CDC)through the February 5 or-
der. “The government order dec-
laration that wearing a headscarf
is not protected under Article 25 is
totally erroneous... delegation to
a CDC to decide whether to per-
mit students towear headscarves
ornotis totallyillegal. Aslordships
are aware, under Article 25, the
only restrictions which come to
the aid of the state in restricting
freedom of religion is public or-
der,” Kamat argued.

“Publicorderis a state respon-
sibility, it is a responsibility of the
executive. The question that will
arise for considerationis whether
a (DG, consisting of an MLA and
subordinates, will decide whether
exercising this fundamental free-
dom under Article 25 is permis-
sible or not. An extra statutory au-
thority has been made the

guardian of our Constitutional
freedom, which is totally imper-
missible," he said.

The counsel for the girls said
that the use of headscarves does
not have to be an essential reli-
gious practice for it to be consid-
ered for protection under the right
to freedom of religion.

“Ifthereisa practice thatabe-
liever thinks is part of his faithand
that practice by itself is innocu-
ous, it is not something, my lord,
which by itself violates public or-
der. By itself, it does not infringe
onanyone's freedom. In this con-
text, the question of essential re-
ligious practice will not arise. It is
simply afacet of belief,” the senior
advocate argued.

“Till the GO (February 5), they
have been going with hijabs. It is
an innocuous practice. State
should facilitate freedom of reli-
gion not obstruct,” he argued.

Earlier, when the hearing be-
gan Monday, Chief Justice
Awasthi called for responsible re-
porting by the mediaon theissue.
“My earnest request to the media
is to be more responsible. We all
have tobehave like more respon-
sible citizens. We are not saying
anything to the media, we are not
on that issue. Our request is that
the media must see its responsi-
bility as the fourth pillar of
democracy,” the chief justice said.

Schools reopen
thatthey had orders from the gov-
ernment and the court that they
can’t be allowed in, many of the
students and teachers had to re-
move their hijabs and burqas be-
fore entering the campus.

Similarly, at the government-
run Sardar High School in
Belagavi, teachers and staff
stopped Muslim girls and asked
them to remove theirburqasand
hijabs at the school gate.

Over 30 students in Kodagu
were sent back from school after
they refused to remove their hi-
jabs. In Shivamogga, 10 students
from Class 10 and two from Class
9 at KPS School, who refused to
remove their hijabs at the gates,
were not allowed entry.

At a government school in
Aldur, Chikkamagaluru, head
teacher C S Suresh said 16 stu-
dents came to school in hijab, of
whom two returned home after
the school authorities insisted

that they remove their hijabs.
"When they were told about the
High Court'sinterim order, which
restrains all students across reli-
gions from wearing religious
dress in classrooms, 14 removed
their hijabs," Suresh said.

In many schools in northern
Karnataka, however, teachersand
staff allowed students to attend
classes with their headscarves.

The hijab row had so far been
confined to colleges -- pre-univer-
sity colleges(Class 11 and 12)and
above. Following the row, high
schools (Class 8 and above) and
colleges in the state were shut
from February 9. While high
schools opened today, the Higher
Education department an-
nounced that all first-grade and
postgraduate colleges as well as
universities and technical insti-
tutes would stay shut till February
16.Until now, evenin colleges that
had a no-hijab policy in class-
rooms, students who came tothe
campusin hijabs and burqas usu-
ally took them off in a designated
'ladies room".

The Karnataka High Court,
which is hearing the matter, had
in its interim order on Friday re-
strained "all the students regard-
less of their religion or faith from
wearing saffron shawls (bhagwa)
scarfs, hijab, religious flags or the
like, within the classroom, until
furtherorders”. It said its order “is
confined to...institutions wherein
the College Development
Committees have prescribed the
student dress code/ uniform”.

Despite the order being appli-
cable to only colleges where hi-
jabsare banned as part of the uni-
form code, ithasbeeninterpreted
asageneral banin many districts,
government officials said.

Schools in the southern dis-
trict of Udupi, where the standoff
first began, reopened amidst pro-
hibitory orders. According to offi-
cials from the education depart-
ment, girls in hijabs removed
them before entering the prem-
ises. Udupi tehsildar Pradeep
Kurudekar said, "I visited a few
schools and Muslim students
were seen abiding by the High
Court's order. They removed their
hijabs before entering the classes.
So far, we have not come across
any incident of Hindu students
turning up in saffron shawls.
Moreover, police have been de-
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DEMAND NOTICE

Notice under Sub-Section (2) of Section 13 of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security

Interest Act, 2002 as amended by The Enforcement of Security Interest and Recovery of Debts Laws and Miscellaneous Provisions
(Amdt.) Act, 2016 (44 of 2016) and further Amended by The Security Interest (Enforcement) (Amendment) Rules, 2018.
We, M/s. Varthana Finance Private Limited, (hereinafter referred to as “The Company ” for sake of brevity and formerly known
as M/s Thirumeni Finance Pvt. Ltd.,) is a Non-Banking Finance Company, Incorporated under the Companies Act 1956 and
registered with the Reserve Bank of India, having its registered office at Bangalore as mentioned in the above address and one of its
Branches at Gurgaon (hereinafter referred as “ Branch”) hereby issue the following notice under Section 13(2) of the SARFAESIACT,
2002 to You being the Applicants/Co-Applicants and the Mortgagors for the Recovery of the Outstanding dues. Demand Notice
issued on 15.12.2021, the contents of which are being published herewith as per Sec.13(2) of the Act R/iw Rule.3(1) of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, by way of alternative service upon the Applicantand Co-Applicants No.1 to 4 for service of notice,
since notices could notbe served on the given addresses.
You had approached our Gurgaon branch for Credit Facility for School and accordingly made an application. The Company had
considered your request and sanctioned the same, details of which are as hereunder.

Loan Account No's: $18GUR-GUR-002424, Sanctioned Loan Amount : Rs. 20,25,000/-, Total Liability as on 09.12.2021 :
Rs. 23,96,249/- (With Contractual Rate Of Interest), Name & Addresses of Applicant, Co-Applicants & Mortgagors:
1). M/s. CH Harischand Higher Secondary School, Represented By Its Authorised Signatory, 2). M/s. CH Siksha Samiti Salempur
Gujar, Represented By Its Authorised Signatory, No.1 and 2 are having office at Khewat Khata No. 503, Khewat/Khata No. 683/896&
510, Salempur Gjjar Village, Pargana Dankaur Tehsil & Zilla, Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh — 203201., 3). Mr. Prakash
Chandra, S/o Harish Chand, No. 112, Salempur Gurjar, Gautam Buddha Nagar, Salempur Gujar, Uttar Pradesh - 203202., 4). Mrs.
Amita, D/o Satapal, No. 40, Salempur Guljar, Gautam Buddha Nagar, Salempur Guijar, Uttar Pradesh — 203202.

You No.1 to 4 are Applicants/Co-Applicants/Mortgagors have executed the necessary security documents in favour of the Company to
secure the repayment of dues and payable under the said Loan agreement.
The Manager/Collection Manager and other officers of the Company have repeatedly requested to all of you, to pay the outstanding
amountand to ensure that the account does not become a Non-performing Asset, but you wilfully and unjustifiably failed to pay and not
heeded to the innumerable requests made to you from time to time and as a result, the above-mentioned loan account has been
Classified as Non Performing Asset on 12.08.2021.
By virtue of the documents duly executed by the Mortgagors, the charge has been created in favour of the Company on the below
mentioned Security. The Company hereby informs all of you that, under Sub-Section (13) of Section 13 of the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (hereinafter referred to as the Act) you shall, after
receipt of this notice refrain from either transfer by way of Sale, Lease or otherwise create third party interest in any of the below
mentioned secured assets, without prior written consent of the Company. The Applicants/Co-Applicants and Mortgagors attention is
invited to sub-section (8) of Section 13 in respect of time available to redeem the Secured Assets.

In view of the above, the Company hereby issues this notice under Sub-Sec (2) of the Section 13 of the Act and calls upon you all to pay,
a sum of Rs. 23,96,249/- (Rupees Twenty Three Lakhs Ninety Six Thousand Two Hundred And Forty Nine Only) as on
09.12.2021 with interest from 10.12.2021 with contractual rate of interest, untill the date of payment, together with incidental
expenses, cost and other charges, within 60 days from the date of receipt of this notice, failing which the Company shall be constrained
to attach, sell and/or take all actions as envisaged in Sub-Sec (4) of Sec.13 of the Act and/or adopt any other legal proceedings against
all of you before the competent Court/Authority.
If you have any representations to be made in response to this Notice, please mark the same to The Authorised Officer, M/s Varthana
Finance Pvt. Ltd, No.5BC-110, 'Varasiddhi', 3rd Floor, Outer Ring Road Service Road, HRBR Layout 3rd Block, Kalyan Nagar,
Bangalore-560043, to enable us to respond in time. Please note we shall not be responsible for not responding to any representations
made in response to this notice if the same is addressed to any other person or place.

Details of Immovable Property : All that piece and parcel of the Inmovable Property Khewat/Khata No. 503, Kheat/Khata No.
683/896 & 510 totally land measuring 5341.23 Sq. Yds, Situated Salempur Gurjar Village, Pargana DanKaur Tehsil, Gautam Budh
Nagar, bounded asunder, East: Road, West: Other Plot, North : Other Plot, South: Other Plot.

Indenture of Mortgage deed executed by M/s CH Harish Chand Senior Secondary School Rpt. By its Manager Sri. Prakash Chand,
Registered as document No. 20947, dated 21-6-2018, at Sub-register office Greater Noida.

Date : 15.02.2022, Place : Salempur Gurjar

Authorised Officer, Varthana Finance Private Limited

ployed near the schools to keep a
checkon the law and order situa-
tion." Speaking on the issue of
girls being forced to remove their
hijabs and burqas before entering
school campuses, Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai said,
"Schools up to 10th standard have
reopened today. A few incidents
have beenreported in various dis-
tricts. Ameeting will be convened
to discuss the lacunae and stan-
dard operating procedures.
School managements, principals
and parents have the responsibil-
ity of obeying the High Court."

A special session of the
Karnataka legislature began on
Monday but the issue of the hijab
ban in some colleges in the state
did not find a mention though
Congress legislators arrived foran
address of the joint legislature by
Governor Thawarchand Gehlot
wearing black bands on their
arms as a mark of protest against
the curbs imposed on Muslim
girls fromattending classesin the
Udupi region.

Ravidassias

His brother Dilbag Singh,
however, says he will vote for the
Aam Aadmi Party because Punjab
needs “change”. “We have given
enough chances to the Congress
and the Akali Dal. Only the broom
can clean up our state,” he says,
referring to the AAP's election
symbol.

The Punjab Assembly elec-
tions, which were to be held on
February 14, were postponed to
February 20 following several
representations made by political
parties to the Election
Commission saying the poll date
would clash with Guru Ravidas
Jayanti, an annual three-day fair
starting February 16, for which
community members, whoiden-
tify themselves as Ravidassias,
travel to Varanasi in large num-
bers. Many of them take a special
train, the Begampura Express, or-
ganised by the Dera Sachkhand
Ballan in Jalandhar, the largest
dera of the Ravidassias.

The postponement of the
elections underlines the impor-
tance of the Ravidassia commu-
nity in Punjab. The Ravidassias are
a Dalit community of whom the
bulk live in the Doaba region. Of
the Sachkhand's 20 lakh follow-
ers worldwide, around 15 lakh
live in Punjab, mostly in the Doaba
region thathas23 Assembly seats
(out of the state’s 117). Around
61%(11.88 lakh) of Doaba’s Dalits
belong to the Ravidassia commu-
nity. The fair, spread across 20
acres, is held adjacent to the
Banaras Hindu University. On
Monday, with two days left forthe
festival to begin, the mood is al-
ready festive with people milling
around the janam sthal -- the me-
morial for Sant Ravidass -- and
stalls selling food, toys, photo-
graphs and statues of Dalit icons,
and other trinkets. There are also
tents serving langar and others
that serve as resting spaces for pil-
grims.

Outside one of the tents,
Gurjeet Singh, 35,a plumber from
Ludhiana, is eating manchurian
off a paper plate. He, too, readily
speaks about the elections back
home. “For now, my vote s for the
jhaadu. We need to give them a
chance. People in Delhi have
voted them to power only be-
cause they made good schools
and mohallaclinics,” says Gurjeet,
who says he participated in the
farmers’ agitation outside Delhi.

“The Centre had no option but
to take back the laws. They did it
because elections are here. If their
intention was good, why did they
wait for 700 farmers to die and for
ustostruggle in the Delhi winters
(before repealing the laws),” he
adds. Around 100 metres away, a
group of women are making ro-
tis for the langar. Among them is
Charan Kaur, 52, a farmer from
Ludhiana. “Idon'tknowwhoIwill
vote for... But the Congress has
made someone from our com-
munity the CM. Itis like support-
ing Mayawati in UP. I have heard
that she put up statues of promi-

nent persons from the Dalit com-
munity in Lucknow,” she says.

N D Cheema, member of the
Sri Guru Ravidas Janmasthan
Public Charitable Trust that or-
ganises the fair, said invitations
have been sent out to several
politicians, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Punjab
CM Charanyjit Singh Channi, UP
CM Yogi Adityanath and SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav,among others.

“We have not received a con-
firmation from any of them yet.
By tomorrow, we will know who
iscoming,” he says.

Air India CEO

“The Air India board met this
afternoon to consider the candi-
dature of Mr Ilker Ayci. Mr N
Chandrasekaran, Chairman of
Tata Sons, was a special invitee to
this board meeting. The board af-
ter due deliberations approved
the appointment of Mr Ilker Ayci
asthe CEO & MD of Air India. This
appointment is subject to requi-
site regulatory approvals,” the
Tata Group said in a statement.

The Ministry of Home Affairs’
security clearance is necessary for
any change in the top manage-
ment of an airline, which is then
forwarded by the Ministry of Civil
Aviation.

“lam delighted and honored
to accept the privilege of leading
an iconic airline and to join the
Tata Group. Working closely with
my colleagues at Air Indiaand the
leadership of the Tata Group, we
will utilise the strong heritage of
AirIndiatomakeitone of the best
airlines in the world with a
uniquely superior flying experi-
ence that reflects Indian warmth
and hospitality,” Ayci said.

“Ilker is an aviation industry
leader wholed Turkish Airlines to
its current success during his
tenure there. We are delighted to
welcome Ilker to the Tata Group
where he would lead Air India
into the new era,”
Chandrasekaran said.

Ayci was born in Istanbul in
1971. He is a 1994 alumnus of
Bilkent University’s Department
of Political Science and Public
Administration, according to the
Tata Group statement. After a re-
search stay on political science at
the Leeds University in the UK in
1995, he completed a Master's
programme in International
Relations at the Marmara
University in Istanbul in 1997.

The new chief executive will
have the responsibility of turning
Alaround froman operational and
financial standpoint. According to
latest available public data, Air
Indiareported a provisional loss of
Rs 6,555.66 crore during 2020-21.
Theairline currently controls over
4,400 domestic and 1,800 inter-
nationallanding and parkingslots
atdomesticairports as wellas900
slots overseas

Online gambling
Constitution,” Justice Dixit said.

The ruling comes nearly two
months after the division bench,
comprising Chief Justice Ritu Raj
Awasthi and Justice Dixit, had re-
served their judgment on
December 22, 2021, in petitions
filed by the All India Gaming
Federation and gaming compa-
nies opposing the ban that brack-
eted online games like rummy
with gambling,

“We have discussed various
arguments, doctrines, principles,
everything, and then we have
come to this conclusion. In the
above circumstances, the writ pe-
titions succeed,” the High Court
said on Monday.

“Awritof mandamusisissued
restraining the respondents
(Karnataka Police) from interfer-
ing with the online gaming busi-
nessand allied activities of the pe-
titioners,” the division bench said.

The full details of the order are
awaited.

The gaming federation and
others had sought a stay on the
new provisions of the Act, which
sought to place games of skill
when played online in the cate-
gory of games of chance. The state

government had told the High
Court that it would not take any
“precipitating action” under the
new laws till the cases are de-
cided.

It was on September 21,2021,
that the state legislature passed a
legislation to amend the
Karnataka Police Act to impose a
complete ban ongamblingin the
state. The Amendment Act came
into force on October 5. Two days
later, the state police filed an FIR
against promoters of Dream 11 in
Bengaluru before the High Court
asked them not to take coercive
action. After the amendments
came into force, online gaming
companies geo-locked the avail-
ability of their sites and apps in
Karnataka to avoid police action.

The new law was passed de-
spite similar laws introduced in
neighbouring Tamil Nadu and
Kerala, for broadening the scope
of gambling beyond what has
been defined by law, not passing
legal muster.

OnAugust 3,2021, the Madras
High Court struck down the Tamil
Nadu Gambling and Police Laws
(Amendment)Act, 2021 asbeing
“ultravires”.On September 27, the
Kerala High Court, relying on the
Madras High Court order, struck
down an amendment to the
Kerala Gaming Act, 1960, which
imposed aban ononline rummy.

One of the primary grounds
on which the new gaming laws
was challenged in Karnataka was
that games of skill have been
clubbed with games of chance in
the definition of gaming in the
new laws -- if the games of skill
are played for prizes or bets.

The gaming federation and
companies argued thatas perthe
law laid down by the Supreme
Courtin 1957, competitive games
of skill are business activities pro-
tected under Article 19 (1) (g) of
the Constitution.

‘Narine’ of Punjab

Ramesh could have remained
aminor staron the tennis-ball cir-
cuit if not for KKR and Punjab
player Gurkeerat Mann. Struck by
thevideo thatreached his phone,
Mann shared it with KKR assis-
tant coach and former Mumbai
player Abhishek Nayar.

The two were impressed but
notsureif the boy in the clip could
be an effective hard-ball spinner.
Mann called Ramesh to the PCA
stadium in Mohali during
Punjab’s senior team camp. To his
pleasant surprise, the boy from
Jalalabad could replicate his ten-
nis-ball prowess. More bowling
videos were shot -- this time by
Mann himself -- and forwarded
toNayar’s phone.

Afew dayslater,Ramesh gota
call froman unknown number. “[
thoughtitwasarandom call fora
personal loan from some
bank..why on earth would
Abhishek Nayar callme! Igot con-
vinced only when Mann paaji told
me that it was a call from
Abhishek Nayar,” he said.

Ramesh's world was chang-
ing.
Mann helped the budding
spinner with spikes, kits and even
had him sign up with Minerva
Punjab Cricket Academy. Ramesh
represented Minervain Punjab'’s
famous JP Atray Cricket
Tournamentand bagged 12 wick-
ets in three matches.

He was then selected for the
district team, but since Fazilka
plays in a minor division in
Punjab's local league, Mann
helped him to move to
Kapurthala.  Playing for
Kapurthala in the Katoch Shield,
Punjab's inter-district tourna-
ment, Ramesh twinkled out 12
wickets in four matches.

“I owe my life to Mann paaji.
He has done so much for me. He
has been a rock for me over the
past year. If not for him, I would
have been playing tennis-ball
cricket only. He has helped me fi-
nancially..he shot my videos on
his phone, and always encourages
me,” he said.

Once Ramesh had nailed the
transition to a cricket ball, Nayar

New Delhi

stepped in and called him to
Mumbeai for the KKR trials. Last
month, as he took his seat on the
plane to Mumbai, his first flight,
anxiety gripped him. “I started
chanting God's name, and was
desperate for the plane to land
somehow,” he said.

With the nerves still jangling,
“it took five minutes for me to
open the door to my hotel room”.
The next day, he went for trials
and did whatever Nayar asked
him to do before taking the flight
back.

“Abhishek sir told me to keep
working hard. With the help of
Mann paaji, | put my name in the
auction this time. I had no clue
that I would be picked. It was a
surprise when KKR went forme,”
he said.

KKR, meanwhile, is not keen
to hype their new signing. The
word from their camp is that
Ramesh has potential, althougha
lot of work needs to be put in be-
fore heis ready for the big league.

The new pick now dreams of
representing Punjab and playing
for India one day, but knows
there's a long and tough road
ahead.

“Cricket is not just my passion.
It is my occupation. [ have been
playing cricket since [was 16. My
father didn't like me playing
cricketall the time, he wanted me
to study. But the player of the
match award in tennis ball tour-
naments used to have cash
awards, and my focus was always
toearn that,” he said.

So how will he spend his IPL
money? “My mother sells ban-
gles in the villages of Jalalabad. I
will open a shop for her, and save
the rest for the education of my
two younger brothers.”

Inflation

of the price pressures on the in-
puts side and of manufacturers
passing on the higher input costs
to their output prices.

Earlier in the day before the
government released data on
prices, RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das said there was no need to
panic on the inflation front.
“Today’s inflation print is ex-
pected tobe around 6 per cent.So
that should not surprise or create
any alarm, because we have taken
that into consideration,” he said
after the RBI board’s customary
post-Budget meeting with
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.

There was a delicate balance
between inflation and growth
and the Reserve Bank was fully
aware of its commitment to infla-
tion, Das said. The momentum of
inflation in India, he pointed out,
has been moving down since
October and that the “price stabil-
ity” was of foremost importance
tothe central bank. “The rise in CPl
inflation during October-
December is mainly on account
of the statistical effect of a low
base," he said.

Last week, the RBI had pro-
jected India’s average inflation to
soften to 4.5 per cent in 2022-23,
down from an estimated 5.3 per
cent in 2021-22. The RBI's infla-
tion projections are "robust" but
contingent on downside and up-
side risks associated with the
movement of global crude oil
prices, he said. "At this point of
time, our inflation projections are
quite robust,and we stand by it. If
there is something of course to-
tally unforeseen, which nobody
can expect, (then) that is differ-
ent...,” he said.

With respect to rising oil
prices and their impact on infla-
tion, he said the RBI considers a
particular range within which
crude prices are expected to fluc-
tuate considering all the factors
that can be anticipated and sort of
foreseen as of today.

But economists said the high
inflation was now turning struc-
tural, with price rise being seenin
non-food segments such as cloth-
ing, fuel and light, household
goods, health, transport,and com-
munication above 6 per cent.
“These prices are based on the

MRP principle and will not come
down once increased.
Manufacturers are in the process
of passing on the higher input cost
to the consumer and this will
carry on for the next two months
too,” Madan Sabnavis, Chief
Economist, Bank of Baroda, said.

“Most states have witnessed
higher than 6 per cent inflation
with Haryana registering the
highest inflation of 7.2 per cent.
The critical element will be in
March when the elections con-
clude as this is the time there can
beafreshround of increasein fuel
prices,” he said.

The structural aspect of infla-
tion is reflected in the core infla-
tion remaining sticky (5.96 per
cent in January). “Clothing &
footwear inflation now stands at
a 97-month high (8.84 per cent)
on the back of higher cotton
prices. Household goods and
servicesinflationat 7.1 per centis
at a 94-month high in January
2022. Amid elevated input costs,
various automobile, telecom and
FMCG firms have announced
price hikes. As aresult, core infla-
tion has remained sticky,” Sunil
Kumar  Sinha, Principal
Economist, India Ratings and
Research said.

The previous high for retail
inflation was seen at 6.26 per
centinJune 2021.In January,an
unfavourable base effect led to
a sharp turnaround in vegeta-
bles from a disinflation of 3 per
centin December 2021 to a 14-
month high inflation of 5.2 per
cent.

Going ahead, the CPl inflation
isexpected to peakin the ongoing
quarter and may not moderate as
quickly as projected, especially if
domesticdemand rebounds after
the abatement of the less severe
third wave, economists said but
ruled outanimmediate change in
stance by the RBI. “The tone of the
February 2022 policy review vir-
tually rules out a stance change in
April 2022, notwithstanding the
elevated CPI inflation print for
January 2022, and the low likeli-
hood of a meaningful reversal in
February 2022... our new base
case is a change in stance in June
2022, followed by two repo rate
hikes of 25 bps each in August
2022 and October 2022, guided by
our view that inflation will not
moderate appreciably in H1
FY2023. A calibrated increase in
the reverse repo hike could com-
mence fromQ1 FY2023, although
we still expect it to be dovetailed
to, rather than preceding, the
stance change,” Aditi Nayar, Chief
Economist, ICRA said.

Inits monetary policy review
on February 10, RBI kept the key
policy rates unchanged and
maintained an accommodative
stance. It also took note of the
cost-push pressures on core in-
flation - the non-food, non-fuel
component of inflation. “Going
forward, vegetable prices are ex-
pected to ease further on fresh
winter crop arrivals. The soften-
inginpulses and edible oil prices
is likely to continue in response
to strong supply-side interven-
tions by the Government and in-
crease in domestic production.
Prospects of a good Rabi harvest
add to the optimism on the food
price front. Adverse base effect,
however, is likely to prevent a
substantial easing of food infla-
tionin January,” it said.

The RBI has projected 5.3 per
cent retail inflation for FY22,
with Q4 inflation seenat 5.7 per
cent before easing to 4.9 per
centin Q1 FY23.“The MPC notes
thatinflation is likely to moder-
ate in H1:2022-23 and move
closer to the target rate there-
after, providing room to remain
accommodative. Timely and ap-
posite supply side measures
from the Government have sub-
stantially helped contain infla-
tionary pressures. The potential
pick up of input costs is a con-
tingent risk, especially if inter-
national crude oil prices remain
elevated,” it said.
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Gurgaon collapse:
Khattar orders
structural audit
of affected towers

Shahdara rape: NGO claims not allowed to meet woman, HC asks why it wants to

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

THE DELHI High Court Monday
directed Delhi Police to file a sta-
tus report on the Shahdararape-
assault case inresponse toaplea

filed by NGO United Sikhs alleg-
ing that it was denied permission
tovisit the victim and her family.

Police told the court it is a
“very communally sensitive
case”, and protection was pro-
vided to the victim to maintain
law and order in the area. While

the NGO alleged that the victim
was being denied the right to
have an advocate of her choice,
police said she is represented by
an amicus curiae appointed by
the district legal services author-
ity of Shahdara. “The process of
the court cannot be used by an

NGO to impose itself on the vic-
tim. We cannot allow somebody
to paradrop through the process
of the court. The case is commu-
nally sensitive. It can lead tolarger
ramifications,” submitted police.

The court asked the NGO if it
has been approached by the vic-

tim, and said the state is sensi-
tive to the issue. “For what pur-
pose can you contact the victim?
Whatlocus do you have,” it said,
while listing the case in April.

It also took exception to the
NGO counsel’s submission that
itwill provide “best of” legal as-

sistance to the victim and said
the same amounted to under-
mining the legal aid and system
of court.

On January 26, a young
woman was abducted, allegedly
gangraped by her neighbours,
and paraded on the streets.

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
GURGAON, FEBRUARY 14

TAKING COGNIZANCE of the in-
cident at Chintels Paradiso soci-
ety in Gurgaon’s sector 109,
where alarge portion of the sixth
floor collapsed all the way to the
first floor, Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar Monday
said the government has in prin-
ciple decided that apart from
structural engineers appointed
by builders, the Department of
Town and Country Planning
(DTCP) should also conduct a
structural audit by reputed gov-
ernment institutions or a struc-
tural engineer empanelled by
them before giving the occupa-
tion certificate. Two women had
died in the collapse, which took
place on Thursday evening.

On Sunday, Haryana Deputy
CM Dushyant Chautala had said
the government was considering
making changes to the policy of
granting occupation certificates
to high-rise structures. At present,
the DTCP issues one to a devel-
oper after checking if the build-
ing hasbeen constructed in keep-
ing with the approved layout plan
and as per the building code.

The CM also said directions
had been given fora structural au-
dit of the affected towers of
Chintels Paradiso tobe conducted
by IITs or any other reputed gov-
ernment institution, to detect any
defects in design or workman-
ship during construction. “The lo-
cal administration has been di-
rected to provide alternate
temporary re-accommodation to
all affected families on animme-
diate basis as people are scared to
stay in this tower,” he said.

The CM added that since
some group housing societies in
the vicinity have also shown signs
of structural damage at an early
stage, the DTCP has been directed
to identify such buildings based
on complaints received from res-
ident welfare associations or any

other agency and get their struc-
tural audits conducted too.

He said the state government
willtake strict action against those
found guilty. “The DTCP should
immediately take action against
all directors of Chintels India
Limited, Chintels Exports Private
Limited, and Chintels India Private
Limited, structural engineers, ar-
chitects and contractors who con-
structed the residential towerand
the resident who had done addi-
tional construction work on sixth
floor. Directions have been given
toregister an FIRwith immediate
effect,” said the CIVL. “The incident
is very unfortunate and the gov-
ernment will ensure such inci-
dents do not happen in future.”

OnSunday, after a detailed re-
port was submitted by the dis-
trict town planner (DTP) enforce-
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EXTRACT OF STANDALONE / CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2021

ment, R S Bhath, an FIR was
registered against the developer,
structural engineer, proof con-
sultant, architect, contractor, and
an unknown person.

Bhathsaid, “... As per provision
inrules, whenan occupation cer-
tificate is given, town and coun-
try planning department does
not conduct anaudit and neither
structural engineers from govern-
ment does an audit. In the provi-
sions, a qualified structural engi-
neer hasto give a certificate at the
time of procuring occupation cer-
tificate. In this case, a structural
engineer was from IIT-Delhi and
another was from IIT-Roorkee,
who had several years of experi-
ence. They gave a certificate that

STANDALONE CONSOLIDATED (R in crores)

. Quarter ended | Quarter ended | Quarter ended | Nine months ended | Nine months ended | Year ended | Quarter ended | Quarter ended | Quarter ended | Nine months ended [ Nine months ended | Year ended

Particulers 31 December, | 30 September, | 31 December,| 31 December, 31 December, | 31 March, | 31 December, | 30 September, | 31 December,| 31 December, 31 December, | 31 March,
2021 2021 2020 2021 2020 2021 2021 2021 2020 2021 2020 2021
(Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) (Unaudited) (Unaudited) (Audited) | (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) (Unaudited) (Unaudited) (Audited)

Total income from Operations 1,638.91 1,421.06 1,245.93 4,113.07 2,693.19 | 4,955.93 1,761.85 1,523.19 1,354.44 4,427.08 2,925.92 5,349.83
Net profit / (loss) (before tax &
exceptional items) 169.11 172.91 134.23 456.17 297.90 | 574.02 179.27 169.22 134.32 467.58 301.23 577.52
AT s (R 169.11 172.91 134.23 45617 297.90 | 574.02 179.27 169.22 134.32 467.58 30123 | 57752
after exceptional items)
Net profit after tax 129.90 132.63 103.14 347.23 219.23 404.56 135.53 125.94 102.10 350.46 220.63 391.06
Total comprehensive income 130.34 129.85 104.05 346.05 219.19 403.35 135.97 123.16 103.01 349.28 220.59 389.85
Equity share capital 188.10 188.10 94.05 188.10 94.05 94.05 188.10 188.10 94.05 188.10 94.05 94.05
Other Equity (Excluding 4,312.43 4,309.08
Revaluation Reserve)
Earnings Per Share
(not annualized) (Note 4)
(Face Value of ¥ 2 each)
(a) Basic (in¥) 1.38 1.41 1.10 3.69 2.33 4.30 1.44 1.34 1.09 3.73 2.35 416
(b) Diluted (in<¥) 1.38 1.41 110 3.69 2.33 4.30 1.44 1.34 1.09 3.73 2.35 4.16

Notes:

1. The above standalone and consolidated financial results were reviewed and

corporates), NSE (www.nseindia.com/corporates) and Company's website at

WWw.ircon.org.

2021-22 was approved in BoD held on 14th February, 2022. This is
in addition to Interim Dividend of ¥ 1.15 per equity share on face

the building was constructed un-
der their supervision and met the
specifications laid down in the
National Building Code. We be-
lieve that with the mishap occur-
ring, this implies these declara-
tions are fraudulentand hence an
FIR has been registered.”

The office of DTP, enforce-
ment, has also written to IIT-Delhi
toengage their services forastruc-
tural audit and provide technical
consultancy services pertaining to
structural distress in the society.

recommended by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors at 4.
their meeting held on 14th February 2022. The Statutory Auditors of the company have
conducted limited review of the financial results for the Quarter and nine months ended

31st Dec.2021.

. The Standalone and consolidated financial results have been prepared in accordance
with the Indian Accounting Standards (Ind AS) as notified under Section 133 of the
Companies Act, 2013 read with relevant rules thereunder and in terms of Regulation 33
of the SEBI (Listing obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 (as
Amended) and other recognised accounting practices and policies to the extent

applicable.

. The above is an extract of the detailed format of the financial results filed with S-
the Stock Exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations, 2015, as amended. The full format of the aforesaid financial
results are available on the Stock Exchanges website of BSE (www.bseindia.com/ 6. Interim Dividend of % 0.70 per equity share on face value of ¥ 2 per share for the year

The Board of Directors of IRCON in its 268th meeting held on 5th April, 2021
had approved the proposal for issuance of 47,02,57,870 fully paid-up Bonus Shares of
% 2 each in the ratio of 1:1, (i.e. issue of 1 (one) equity share for every existing 1 (one)

equity share with 21st May, 2021 as the Record Date for the purpose of ascertaining the

new number of Equity shares.

Company of the company.

eligibility of Shareholders. The Final Listing and Trading Approvals from NSE and BSE
have been received on 31st May, 2021. Post Bonus, the Paid-up Share Capital of the
Company is ¥ 188,10,31,480 divided into 94,05,15,740 equity shares of ¥ 2 each.
Accordingly for compliance of accounting standards on Earning per share (IND AS 33),
the per share calculation of all previous year/periods presented above are based on

Place: New Delhi

Date: 14th February, 2022

value of X 2 per share for the year 2021-22 approved in BoD held on
12th August 2021 and 12th November 2021 and subsequently paid.

For and on behalf of Ircon International Limited
Sd/-

Yogesh Kumar Misra
Chairman & Managing Director
DIN-07654014

Ministry of Railway (MoR) vide letter dated 18-10-2021 has decided in principle for
closure of Indian Railway Stations Development Corporation Limited, Joint venture

Hon

IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

(A Government of India Undertaking)

Registered Office: C-4, District Centre Saket, New Delhi- 110017, Tel: +91-11-29565666, Fax: +91-11-26522000/26854000, E-mail: info@ircon.org, Website: www.ircon.org, CIN: L45203DL1976G01008171

ADVERTORIAL

Living with Covid 19

Dr Shashank R Joshi

MD, DM, FRCP, FICP, FACE, FACP
Consultant Endocrinologist,
Mumbai

Member, Maharashtra
COVID-19 Task force
Padma Shri Awardee

SARS-CoV-2 is predictably
unpredictable but is slow mu-
tating new RNA virus which
has clearly disrupted the
world since 2020.Gazing into
the future of SARS-CoV-2,
it is predicted that the new
variants of concerns due to
mutants would not be eradi-
cated anytime soon but may
be less severe, though more
contagious like Omicron.
The new normal has moved
from “herd immunity” (a term
which has lost its science as the
pandemic evolved) to “endemic
“word which also needs lots
to be thought about.

The evolution of SARS-
CoV-2 over the next sever-
al months will determine
what the end of this global
crisis will look like. Will the
virus morph into another
common cold or evolve into
something more threatening
such as influenza or worse?
As countries lift restrictions,
opportunities increase for

SARS-CoV-2 to make sig-nif-
icant  evolutionary leaps
where it may become a man-
ageable condition in most
and protecting the most vul-
nerable likely to deteriorate.
We need to live our lives with
Covid 19 with care, caution
and precautions without fear
and panic.

The novel coronavirus dis-
ease of 2019 is associated with
significant morbidity and
mortality. Our current focus
is to save every life from covid
19. Most lives are lost in elder-
ly or unvaccinated population
or those who have underlying
immunocompromised states
or co morbid disorders like
hypertension, diabetes, heart
diseases or kidney or liver
issues. The impact of throm-
botic complications has been
increasingly recognized as
an important component of
this disease associated with
higher risk of death. To add
to the burden of thrombo-
embolism, winters are often
accompanied with an unusu-
ally high occurrence of heart

attacks or strokes. Deaths
from heart disease, including
sudden deaths, tend to in-
crease rapidly at the onset of
winters. The risk of having a
heart attack during the win-
ter months is twice as high
as during the summers. So,
people with cardiometabolic
conditions must take utmost
care to prevent covid 19 or
treat aggressively.

The quest for effective
drugs to treat COVID-19 and
vaccines to prevent compli-
cations has been a priority
ever since the outbreak of the
disease. Up to now, COVID
treatment choices have been
inferred from the experience
with other coronaviruses or
viral
The options currently being
used clinically are categor-
ically divided as antivirals,
immunomodulators and
other drugs. However, it has
been observed that the use of
such drugs has shown both,
limited efficacy & specificity
against SAR-COV-2 but ev-
idence continues to be gen-
erated. Many of these med-
icines were repurposed and
are still under investigation.

infection outbreaks.

‘Lone Coronavirus battling against the host of antibodies’

Fluand influenzas pandem-
ics have ravaged the world
since 1918 till date. Covid
19 had also seen waves and
strains evolve which has seen
it evolve from a life-threaten-
ing pneumonia like disease
from the Wuhan strain till
the current less severe Omi-
cron strain which is flu like
syndrome in most people
now. Omicron related tsuna-
mic like wave is less severe
but highly contagious. The
manifestations of Omicron
are essentially an upper air-
way disease which is “nose”
and “throat” covid. They are
fever, nasal congestion/stuffy
or blocked nose, sore throat
with pain, cough, headache,
bodyache, tiredness(fatigue),
myalgia (muscle pain) and
many others. The lung covid
which was seen in the Delta
strain can still rarely exist of-
ten may have loss of smell and
taste should never be missed.
Monitoring temperature and
oxygen saturation will always
be the key in the first week
particularly. ~ Symptomatic
treatment is the key with an-
tipyretics, anti-inflammatory;,
antihistamines and simple
immunity stimulating mi-
cronutrients. So current mild
disease can be managed by
symptomatic treatment solu-
tions and red flagging the
vulnerable groups. Simple
medicines like low dose aspi-
rin, statins or anticoagulants
save lives in the high risk car-
diometabolic co morbidities
like diabetes and heart dis-
eases.

Now, there is a need to
start living with Covid 19
ens-uring to follow universal
behaviour of masking, air-
ventilation, distancing, and
sanitisation, behave responsi-
bly and stay safe.

Need of the Hour : Boost Immunity

Rohit Shelatkar

B Pharmacy, MSc. Pharmacology,
Sr. Vice President, Director,
Vitabiotics Ltd. UK

Heads the international business
team along with his participation
in the Product Formulations and
Regulatory Affairs.

For those who had hoped
that 2021 would be the year
that put the pandemic in
the past tense, it was a harsh
reminder that it is still very
much present. Rather than
laying plans to return to the
‘normal’ life we knew before
the pandemic, 2022 is the
year the world must come
to terms with the fact that
SARS-CoV-2 is here to stay.

The emergence of the

anti-inflammatory  agents
and antivirals might be the
optimal therapy for the dis-
ease. The emergence of af-
fordable and powerful oral
anti-COVID-19 drugs and
the increased uptake of vac-
cination will bring hope for
the end of the COVID-19
pandemic.

It takes years to develop
antiviral drugs & looking
at repurposing easilyacc-
essible which treat COVID
symptoms. The need of the
hour is to look at therapies
that can be taken at home
in tablet form to reduce
hospital load. Knowledge
& detailed science be-
hind use of aspirin &
promethazine in treating
flu like symptoms backed
by clinical evidence is
sufficiently available.

Micronutrient have po-
tential roles in interfer-
ing with virus at the entry
site, and inhibiting activi-
ties of replication cycle of
severe acute respiratory-
sy syndrome coronavirus
Micro-nutrient also have

In COVID, vitamin C up to
1500 mg provides optimum
in COVID-19.Vitamin B3
not only helps to build and
maintain a healthy immune
system but it could poten-
tially prevent or reduce
COVID-19 symptoms or
treat SARS-CoV-2 infection.
Zinc has immunomodulato-
ry, antiviral & anti-inflam-
matory responses and sup-
plementing 15-30 mg Zinc
per day in COVID infected
is effective. Selenium and Io-
dine has beneficial effects on
immunity, with a dose more
than 100 pg per day.

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic is still severe, and most
of the drugs currently for
COVID-19 are not designed
specifically against SARS-
CoV-2. The combination of
Aspirin, Promethazine and
micronutrients inhibits viral
proliferation in early stage of
COVID-19 thus preventing
subsequent severe complica-
tions. Clinical evidence sug-
gests that Aspirin, prometh-
azine and micronutrients
can shorten the recovery

Omicron variant last No- immunomodulating, anti- ™ -

vember highlighted the on- inflammatory, antioxidant, ™€ © S0 symp:s
going challenges of life with and antiviral properties. BT,

S A.R.S-COV-Z.. The trar.ls- Therefore, m;lcronutrlents Need of the hour with
mission rate increases with are consequently a prom- omicron  variant is to

each new emerging variant
& hence vaccine is only par-
tially effective method of
protection against the new
mutants.

While COVID-19 is prev-
alent, the combined use
of immunomodulatory or

ising alterative nutrition-

boost immunity of those

al approach to combat . .
COVID-19. vaccmate.d & 1'1nvacc1nated
as emerging variants tend to
Vitamin D supplemen- cause mild illness. Clearly

tation is safe and effective
up to 4,000 IU in reducing
virus replication and con-
trolling the cytokine storm.

Issued in Public Interest by Vitiabiotics Ltd.

better vaccines will take
years to develop and right
now what we need is widely
available & safe, affordable
therapies.

New Delhi
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NURSERY TO 1271H, ALL CLASSES NOW IN SESSION

Delhi goes back to school

For the first two weeks, there will be no formal teaching-learning at government schools. Praveen Khanna

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

ALMOST TWO years of closure
and a few stuttered reopening
attempts later, pre-primary, pri-
mary and middle school chil-
dren in Delhi returned to class-
rooms on Monday, with the
hope that there will be no more
interruptions.

Up until now, schools had
been permitted to reopen for
primary class children for 18
days since the beginning of the
pandemic. Delhi had first tried

—— BRIEFLY —
Why expand
ops whenyou
don’thave
funds, HC
asks DMRC

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court Monday asked
DMRCwhy it was expand-
ing its operations when it
does not have the money;,
while seeking details re-
gardingits bankaccounts,
fixed deposits, and also
the annual balance
sheet of 2021. The court
was hearing Reliance
Infrastructure-promoted
Delhi Airport Metro
Express Pvt Ltd’s petition
for execution of the 2017
arbitral award, which per-
tains to the Delhi Airport
Metro Express Line. “The
Judgement Debtor is di-
rected to file the balance
sheet of 2020-21 and the
details of fixed deposits
and bank accounts and
the money lying thereinas
on date within three
days from today,” said
Justice Suresh Kumar Kait
inanorder.

Jamiatoopen
campusin
phases

New Delhi: Following stu-
dent protests, Jamia
Millia Islamia has de-
cided to reopen its cam-
pus in a phased manner.
For the time being, the
university will shift to
offline classes only for
final-year students.
Classes for postgraduate
students will shift to of-
fline mode on March 2,
and for undergraduates
the shift will be made on
March 15.ENS

to reopen schools for these stu-
dents from November 1 last year,
but within two weeks, physical
classes for all grades were sus-
pended from November 15 due
to rising air pollution levels.
Schools reopened for all grades
on November 29 and were or-
dered to shut yet again within
days, citing pollution, on
December 2. While schools
briefly opened for classes VI to
Xl for 10days, they closed com-
pletely on December 29 due to
the omicron-fuelled surge in
Covid cases.

For their first class onreturn-

ingto school, class Ill students of
Veer Savarkar Sarvodaya Kanya
Vidyalaya told each other what
they did at home and what they
had missed about school.

“I learnt lots of things at
home — nouns, counting, tables
1 to 15, pronouns, prepositions,
singular plural — from my elder
sister. But I missed school a lot...
the playground, classroom,
drawings, and friends,” said
Lakshmi. She said now that she is
back to school, she is excited to
draw flowers, houses, girls,
schools and playgrounds.

Her classmate Chhavi had

less to say about what she did at
home. “I was getting bored at
home and was missing school,”
she said.

After asking students to share
their experiences, their class
teacher led a Happiness
Curriculum class. For the first
two weeks, there will be no for-
mal teaching-learning at govern-
ment schools. The focus will be
on the Happiness Curriculum
and story-telling sessions to ease
childreninto the school environ-
ment,and on one-on-one learn-
ing level assessment.

While most children said

they are excited to meet their
friends, Shrishti, another class IIl
student, said she does not have
any friends in the school cur-
rently. “I can’t remember things
about school from before they
closed.Ididn’t even come when
it had opened in the middle be-
cause my mother said there’s no
point going for just two days. [
couldn’t make friends during on-
line classes because I couldn’t
even see them. [ am excited to
make friends now,” she said.
The school saw 36% atten-
dance among primary school
students and 71% among middle

21-year-old commits suicide hours after
being questioned by cops, they deny link

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

A 21-YEAR-OLD student al-
legedly committed suicide at his
home on Sunday, hours after be-
ing questioned by Delhi Police in
connection with a robbery case.
The deceased, Suraj Thakur, also
recorded a video on his phone al-
leging he had been harassed by
the police. The incident took
place in West Delhi’s Hari Nagar.

The video was shared online
by the family. It purportedly
shows Suraj crying in his room
and saying, “They (police) made
me sit on a bike and took me to
the station. Meri koi galti nahi thi
(I did nothing wrong). They
asked me to call my friends. They

assured me that if [ tell them
about Ankit's whereabouts, they
will leave me. I called Ankit and
he came. They then asked Ankit
to call his brother Abhishek...
Police then told me that they
(Ankit and Abhishek) harass
girls. They asked me if I am in-
volved in such activities and said
thatItake smack... They sent me
home. I didn’t do anything
wrong. | am innocent. My par-
ents’ reputation is at stake. [ am
depressed... | am committing
suicide and I am responsible for
this.  won’t blame anyone. No
one is responsible for this...”
Suraj, a second-year BA stu-
dent, is survived by his parents
and two siblings. His father
works as a labourer while his
mother is a homemaker.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, his younger brother,
Neeraj (18), claimed police “tor-
tured” his brother. He said Suraj
also worked as a helper at a gar-
ments shop to support the fam-
ily. “His friends were involved in
arobbery case. Police took him
for questioning in the afternoon.
They took his phone and didn’t
inform us. Later, [ came to know
that he had been detained. I went
to Mayapuri chowki and found
him,” claimed Neeraj, adding that
Suraj was “threatened” by police
and that he went straight to his
room and hanged himself.

Police denied the allegations
and said they had only called
him in for questioning and let
him go soon.

Prashant Gautam, Additional

DCP (West), said, “We were in-
vestigating a phone snatching in-
cidentand found that the user of
the phone was in contact with
Suraj, who used towork at a cloth
market. He was called to identify
the accused. Based on the inputs,
a man named Abhishek was ar-
rested and the snatched phone
was recovered. After identifica-
tion, Suraj left for home.”

“Later in the evening, Suraj
recorded a video on his phone
where he alleged that he is de-
pressed and is committing suicide
as he can’t bear the humiliation
his family will face and no one
shall be held responsible for his
suicide. He committed suicide in
his jhuggi. Further investigationis
on and we shall take appropriate
legal actionin the matter,” he said.

Soon, e-autos on capital’s roads, 3,500
applicants picked in first draw of lots

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

DELHI'S ROADS will soon see
electric autos as the transport
department Monday held a
computerised draw of lots for al-
lotment of 4,261 vehicles. It will
soon start the process of issuing
a Letter of Intent (LOI) to all suc-
cessful applicants.

According to officials from
the transport department, the
main aim behind introducing e-
autos was to curb pollution and
boost last-mile connectivity. The
scheme was launched last
October and the department had
invited online applications for
registration of 4,261 e-autos. Of
these, 33%(1,406) were reserved
for women applicants.

To provide visibility and to
ensure compliance and prevent

The govt had invited online applications for registration of
4,261 e-autos. Of these, 33% were reserved for women. Express

misuse of the scheme, the de-
partment had also notified a spe-
cial colour scheme — blue for
normal autos and lilac for those
driven by women.

Within less than amonth, the
department had received 20,589
applications of which 19,846
were from men and the remain-
ing were women applicants.

WOMEN’S SAFETY, TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ON PRIORITY LIST

Gurgaon gets its first woman police commissioner, to take charge today

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
GURGAON, FEBRUARY 14

GURGAON’S FIRST woman
police commissioner, Kala
Ramachandran, will take charge
on Tuesday. Ramachandran, a
1994 batch Indian Police Service
(IPS) officer, will replace KK Rao
as the police commissioner of
Gurgaon after the latter was
transferred with immediate ef-

fect late on Sunday night.

She was earlier posted as the
Principal Secretary to the gov-
ernment of Haryana, Transport
Department, with additional
charge of ADGP State Vigilance
Bureau (H). She is the first
woman police commissioner of
the district since the commis-
sionerate system was intro-
duced in Gurgaon in 2007.

Ramachandran told The
Indian Express that her priority

would be improving the lives of
citizens and facilitating ease of
doing business. “Gurgaon being
a city with diverse milieu, from
rural to corporate to industrial to
urban residential, the focus will
be on facilitation of ease of do-
ing business and to make life
easier for everyone. The focus of
the police should be on improv-
ing the lives of common citi-
zens,” she said.

Traffic management and road

A single common comput-
erised draw of lots, through a
randomised process, was held
on Monday to select 2,855 male
applicants, 743 female appli-
cants and 285 extra applicants
who will be on a waitlist. It was
held under the supervision of a
committee comprising senior
officials of the transport depart-
ment and a special invitee from
the WCD department. “The LOI
to the first list of successful ap-
plicants... will be given by
February 28,” said a statement
from the transport department.

“Special features like the sin-
gle-window system of subsidy
disbursement and interest sub-
vention, along witha provision for
co-ownership with fleet aggrega-
tors, will make the whole process
of registering and owning an e-
auto extremely simple,” said
Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot.

safety are the priority areas in
thatrespect, said the police chief.
“One thing that affects everyone
is traffic. The security of citizens
from street crimes such as hooli-
ganism, snatchings, eve-teasing
and drunken driving, and secu-
rity of women and minors would

KalaRamachandran, a 1994

batch Indian Police Service
officer, will replace KKRao

school children on Monday.
Primary schools run by the
municipal corporations also re-
opened on Monday. The SDMC
Primary School at Chittaranjan
Park saw 114 of its 735 students
turn up on the first day, with
some children reaching at 7.30
am itself for their 8 am classes.
But they started getting restless
in their benches by 10.30 am.
Head of school Anju Mittal
decided to allow some sections
to eat their lunches in the play-
ground but only after tasking
class teachers with watching
over them to avoid crowding.

Salaries of
LHMC docs
deducted for
NEET-PG
agitation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

SALARIES OF resident doctors
from the central government-
run Lady Hardinge Medical
College (LHMC) and the two as-
sociated hospitals were deducted
for the period when they were on
strike in December. Resident doc-
tors from the medical college
wrote to Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya to ensure
that the payments are made.
Resident doctors from med-
ical college hospitals across India
withdrew from all emergency
and routine services in December,
protesting the delays in NEET-PG
2021 counselling that had re-
sulted in a one-third shortage of
young doctors at these hospitals.
The strike was called offon as-
surance of the union health min-
ister that counselling dates would
be announced soon and no puni-
tive action would be taken against
protesting doctors. The minister
had assured that the doctors
would not be marked absent and
their salaries would not be de-
ducted for the period of strike.
“We the residents of LHMC
would like to draw your kind at-
tention to our concern of deduc-
tion of salary and leaves... The
strike was called off after verbal
assurances given by our hon-
ourable union health minister
that no punitive action will be
taken, no salary deduction, and
no absent will be marked during
this period of strike. This harsh
action has been taken by LHMC
administration. We... request you
to kindly look into the matter ur-
gently...” read the letter.
LHMC's director did not re-
spond to calls and messages
seeking comment.

remain a key priority. Women
should be safe and that’s the sign
of a mature society also that
women can go out of the house
without fear. We will also focus
oneconomicoffences and cyber-
crimes,” she said.

She added that after taking
charge and discussing with po-
lice officers on the ground, a bet-
ter evaluation of major issues
and concerns would be made
and, accordingly, plans would be

New Delhi

Former JNU
office bearers
questioned in
cases from 2018

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

FOUR YEARS after several FIRs
were registered against former
JNUSU office bearers, police in
Delhi have started probing the
cases and summoning them for
questioning.

Office bearers from 2017-18
have been called for questioning
in connection with two incidents
from 2018 — when protests
against compulsory attendance
hadresulted in two Rectors being
confined to the administrative
block overnight after students
gheraoed the building, and when
ABVP and JNUSU had clashed
post the screening of a movie on
‘love jihad’, with the former lodg-
ing an FIR against the latter.

DCP (Southwest) Gaurav
Sharma confirmed that the of-
fice bearers had been sum-
moned for questioning.

While Geeta Kumari and
Simone Zoya Khan belonged
to the All India Students’
Association, Duggirala Srikrishna
was from the Students’
Federation of India and
Shubhanshu Singh from the
Democratic Students’ Federation.

Former JNUSU vice-presi-
dent Simone Zoya Khan said she
had been called on two separate
occasions in February, once for
eachincident. “Ithasbeenin the
very preliminary stages so not
much has happened so far. They
just asked a couple of questions
related to the incidentand asked
me to sign a document. These
are all old cases that happened
during our tenure that they have

Office bearers from
2017-18 have been
called for questioning
in connection with two
incidents from 2018:
protests against
compulsory attendance
and when ABVP and
JNUSU had clashed post
the screening of a
movie on ‘love jihad’

opened now,” she said.

Former JNUSU president
Geeta Kumari also said she had
been asked to sign a document.
“These incidents are so farin the
past that it’s very difficult for us
to recollect all the details now.
It's been over three years.
Moreover, even the officers’ in-
vestigations seem to be new.
They don’t seem to know the po-
litical context of JNU, or which
cases are politically motivated.
This just seems like a tool for ha-
rassment,” she said.

Shubhanshu Singh, former
JNUSU joint secretary, said he
had only been summoned once
inthe matter of the gherao of rec-
torsand had been asked to signa
‘bound down’ notice. “Some ba-
sic questions were asked about
our whereabouts on that day;, etc.
Ieven asked them why they were
asking about a 2018 incident
now, to which they said that they
had more important cases pend-
ing, and so finishing those took
time,” he said.

87-year-old bedridden
woman ‘raped’ at
home, police form SIT

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

AN 87-YEAR-OLD woman, who
is bedridden, was allegedly as-
saulted and raped by an uniden-
tified person inside her West
Delhi home on Sunday. The
woman lives with her daughter,
aged 65, who had gone out for a
walk in the park when the inci-
dent took place.

Police said no arrest has
been made so far and a special
investigation team (SIT) has
been formed to investigate the
matter.

The family claimed that the
man broke in around 12.30 pm
on Sunday and locked the door
from the inside. When the
old woman questioned him, he
said he is employed with a gas
agency and was called for some
work. The woman suspected his
activities and screamed for help.
She tried to call her daughter, but
the man snatched her phone, al-
legedly assaulted her and raped
her. Her daughter found her ly-
ing injured an hour later and
called the police.

The family alleged that po-
lice did not register their com-
plaintinitially and coaxed them
to file a case of theft. A relative
also claimed that the family did
not press for rape charges be-
cause of fear of “harassment and
reputation”.

The relative claimed, “They
(the victim and her daughter)
are senior citizens and live

formalised to curb crime.
Ramachandran has earlier
had stints as SP in Rewari,
Fatehabad and Panchkula. From
2001 onwards, she was on cen-
tral deputation to the Intelligence
Bureau. She headed the North
Eastern Police Academy in
Meghalaya from 2017-2020, and
then returned to the cadre in
August 2020. She has served as
ADGP crime against women
(CAW), Headquarter, and ADGP

The woman lives with
her daughter, aged 65,
who had gone out fora
walkin the park when
the incident took place

alone. She was found bleeding
from her mouth and had other
injuries. She can only speak in
Punjabi and told us that she was
raped. She is bedridden and is-
n’t doing well because of her
health issues...”

Police denied the claims and
said the family had only reported
theftinitially.

Additional DCP (West)
Prashant Gautam said, “Based on
the allegations made in the first
complaint of the victim, a case of
theft was registered. Later, they
alleged the woman was also
raped. We have now added sec-
tions of rape and voluntarily
causing hurt.”

Chinmoy Biswal, Additional
CP (Western range) and Delhi
Police PRO, said, “We sent a
medical team to the victim's
place for examination and are
providing the woman with
counselling and medical help.
The allegations made by the rel-
atives are false. Today, as soon as
they made the allegations (in
the case), we added appropriate
sections in the FIR and began the
investigation. An SIT has been
formed for a speedy probe to
nab the unknown accused.”

State Vigilance Bureau.
Outgoing police chief K K
Rao, a 1996 batch IPS officer, has
been transferred as inspector
general of police (IGP), CPT and
R, Bhondsi. Rao had taken charge
in Gurgaon on June 30, 2020, in
his second tenure as commis-
sioner. He had been in the post
for eight months from June 2018
to February 2019, following
which he was transferred as
Faridabad police commissioner.
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DECISION U 2022

UTTAR PRADESH ¢ UTTARAKHAND ¢ PUNJAB ¢ GOA o MANIPUR

FIRST POLLS AS LEAD PARTNERIN ALLIANCE

In Punjab, BJP attempts a makeover
as it hopes to get a foot in the door

This election, BJP has fielded a number of Sikh candidates, many who joined from other parties

MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 14

THERE ARE many views within
the BJP about its prospects in the
Punjab election. They range from
a euphoric “our alliance will
sweep the elections” by leaderson
record to a more measured “we
will be glad if we make it to dou-
ble digits and form the opposi-
tion” by the same leaders off the
record to “we won't even touch
double digits” by a section un-
happy with the importance given
to turncoats and Delhi leaders.
Fighting for the first time as
the senior partner in an alliance
that comprises the breakaway fac-
tions of the Congress (Capt
Amarinder’s Punjab Lok
Congress) and Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD-Sanyukt), BJP’s cam-
paign, powered by the national
leadership and celebrities, is as
much about reimagining itself as
it's about creating a ‘nawaan
(new)’ Punjab, a refrain in its
posters. Local politicians start their

PM Modi in Jalandhar on Monday. Gurmeet Singh

clude with “Jai Bharat, Jai Punjab”,
and workers dance to dhol beats
amid chants of “phulla” (literally
flower, but meaning lotus).
Aweek to go for the polls, the
party is pulling out all the stops.
PM Narendra Modi met Baba
Gurinder Singh Dhillon, chief of
Radha Soami Satsang Beas, which
has a large following in the state,
on Sunday, while Union Home
Minister Amit Shah called on Akal
Takht Jathedar to discuss their
shared concern over conversions.
Traditionally a party of urban
Hindus, BJP is now going to polls

tary Tarun Chugh had earlier an-
nounced that over 50 per cent
seats would be given to Sikhs —
and panthic concerns suchas the
release of ‘political’ prisoners, in-
cluding the assassin of former
chief minister Beant Singh. Its
poll pitch also focuses on the
work it has done for the panth.
In 1997, when it first tied up
with the Akali Dal, BJP had won 18
of the 22 seatsit contested though
it had been demanding 34. This
numberwentup to 19in2007 be-
forefallingto 3 in 2017.Now it’s fo-
cusing on the 60-65 seats, which

mission in 2002. Out of the 73
candidates fighting on the BJP
symbol, including eight of PLC, BJP
hopes to make gains in 23 seats it
has won at one point or the other
inthe last five elections.

The party, which had become
apariahin Punjab politics during
the farm agitation and continues
to suffer the residual anger, has
fielded 15 turncoats, which has
become a point of contention
among veterans. Former minis-
ter and BJP leader Laxmi Kanta
Chawla says she’s never seen so
many “dal-badloos” in Punjab
parties. “It is strange that the
minute they join the party, they
are called a ‘varisht neta’.”

Inabid to distance itself from
the anger against the farm laws,
the party hasignored its vocal pro-
ponents such as Harjeet Grewal,
preferring turbaned faces from
outside instead. The big billboards
too focus on national leaders.

However, the party cadre in
Punjab, which has often voted for
its former poll partner Akali Dal, is
more fluid inits loyalty. In Batala,
the heart of Majha, where the

workers are hoping for a win after
2007 when BJP’s Jagdish Sahni
was elected for the third time.
Naresh Sharma, a shoe shop
owner at Gandhi Chowk, says he
is sure of the party’s win. “We
have lots of grassroots workers
butnobigleader, Fateh’s selection
has changed that.”

There are scores of seats
where the mere mention of BJP
evokes sniggers. “They have
fielded agood candidate but farm
protests have alienated voters,”
says a trader at Talwandi Sabo.

Meanwhile, even though the
nominations are over, the party is
seeing a steady stream of new en-
trants, ranging from actors Mahie
Gill and Hobby Dhaliwal, who
had taken part in the farm agita-
tion, to wrestler Khali. BJP leader
Sukhminderpal Grewal claimsiit’s
because people understand the
importance of aligning with the
Centre for Punjab’s good.

Ashutosh Kumar, a political
scientist, however, says the BJP is
just prepping the ground for the
nextelections. “Thisisjust the be-
ginning, they are in for the long

address with “Sat SriAkali JaiShri with a predominance of Sikh  haveasizeableHindupresenceaf-  party has fielded Congress turn-  haul.” FULL REPORTON
Ram”while national leaderscon-  faces — national general secre-  ter the fourth delimitation com-  coat Fateh Jung Bajwa, party www.indianexpress.com
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I HEREBY
DECLARE

PALLAVIPATEL
SP, Sirathu (Kaushambi))

TOTALASSETS:
%3.35 crore

MOVABLE ASSETS:
Self: 355 lakh
Husband: 218 lakh
IMMOVABLE ASSETS:
Self:32.3 crore
Husband: 331 lakh
LOANS FROM BANKS:
8.87 lakh

CRIMINAL CASES: Nil
SOURCES OF EARNING:
Business

EDUCATION: Degree in
Philosophy

In UP, seats with higher
women turnout rose
sharply in last two polls

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

WOMEN HAVE outnumbered
men in exercising their franchise
in the last two Assembly elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh, with the
number of Assembly segments
with higher female voter turnout
as compared to men also rising
sharply in the state. The overall
percentage of women voters in
UP has also been on the rise, in-
creasing from 60.28 per cent (as
against 58.68% male voters) in
2012 to 63.61 per cent (against
59.15% men voters)in 2017.

An analysis of UP election
data shows that in the 2012 polls,
the turnout of female voters was
higher than their male counter-
parts in 207 seats out of the to-
tal 403 Assembly constituencies.

In the 2017 polls, of the 392
Assembly segments for which
comparable data is available, fe-
male voter turnout was higher
than males in 277 seats, which
encompass 69 of the total 75 dis-
tricts covering virtually the en-
tire state. The datais not available
for 11 seats including Dhaurahra
(Kheri), Lucknow East, Isauli
(Sultanpur), Etawah, Aurai (Sant
Ravidas Nagar), Phulpur
(Allahabad), Pratappur, Handia,
Meja, Karchhana and Bara.

Out of the 277 seats, women
turnout was higher than men by
over 15 percentage points in 24
seats, 10-15 percentage pointsin
61 seats, 5-10 percentage points
in 60 seats and below 5 percent-
age points in 132 seats.

In 2017, the highest female
poll percentage as against male
turnout was recorded in the
Didarganj constituency of
Azamgarh district, where female

BJP’s ‘Singham’ battling anger against party
MLA; others pin hope on minority votes

LALMANIVERMA
SAROJININAGAR, FEB 14

OUTSIDE VANASTHALI Park in
Ashiana locality of Lucknow’s
Sarojini Nagar constituency,
Shivam Kanaujia, an undergrad-
uate student, is busy serving cus-
tomers at his roadside tea stall.
With his father, a BJP worker, dy-
ing of Covid in April last year, it
is the 22-year-old who runs the
family now, taking care of his
mother and sister.

Kanaujia says his father de-
voted his entire life to the BJP, but
when he died no one from the
party came to offer condolences.
Instead, he recalls, it was the local
leaders of the Congress and the
Samajwadi Party who attended
his father's last rites. Yet, Kanaujia
says his vote will be unbiased. “I
will select the candidate on basis
of their public image and the
party’s vision,” he says.

For Kanaujia’'s cousin
Himanshu, however, it is “any

SAROJININAGAR <

2017 2012 .I.
WINNER: WINNER:

BJP's Swati Singh SP'sSharda Pratap S
37.56 % votes 28.88% votes
RUNNER-UP: RUNNER-UP:

SP's Anurag Yadav | BSP's ShankariSingh
25.73 % votes 25.7% votes

party but the BJP”. “Hamari behan

jaisi dalit ladki ki body ko Hathras
me aadhiraat jabaradastijala diya.
Tanashahiravaiyya hai BJPka(They
cremated our Dalit sister’s body
forcibly in the middle of the night
in Hathras. This is dictatorial be-
haviour).”

As Himanshu speaks, a cam-
paign vehicle of the SP candidate
in Sarojini Nagar, Abhishek
Mishra, passes by, prompting his
sister Sneha to interrupt.
“Hooliganism prevailed on roads
during the SPgovernments. Today
Ifeel safe in going to university and

even walking on road after
evening. This is because of (CM)
Yogi ji,” the undergraduate stu-
dent of Lucknow University says,
although she isn’t aware who the
BJP candidate this time is.

Sarojini Nagar goes to pollson
February 23.The seathas5.57 lakh
voters, with Muslims as the dom-
inant community, followed by
Dalits, Brahmins, Thakurs, Yadavs
and other backward castes.In 2017,
the seatwas won by the BJP’s Swati
Singh. This time, however, she has
been dropped to make way for
Rajeshwar Singh, the former ED

jointdirector who entered the po-
litical arena recently.

With Singh contesting, local
BJPleaders are pinning their hopes
on “his popularity as a police offi-
cer”. But despite his image “as a
learned person who cansolve peo-
ple’s problems swiftly”, Singh’s

someone “who would be avail-
able for help round-the-clock”,
BSP candidate Mohd Jaleesh
Khan calls Sarojini Nagar his
“janmboomi and karmbhoomi”.
“Those who are not aware with
local lanes, how they will under-
stand problems of people here,”

colleagues admit his - Khan says.
fightis not easy. At Khan's gather-
“Thereis a strong S EAT ing, however, itisonly

anti-incumbency
against her (MLA
Swati Singh) in rural
areas. She never visited rural ar-
eas. We are doing more extensive
campaign there to minimize the
damage,” says Ashok Nirmal, BJP’s
booth president of Chandrawal.

The BJP has been projecting
Rajeshwar Singhas “Singham”, al-
luding to the movie depicting a
fearless police officer.

However, barely eight kilo-
metres away in Shravan Nagar, a
semi-urban hamlet, BSP sup-
porters accuse “ED saheb” of cor-
ruption. As they urge people not
to choose “an outsider” over

WATCH

the BJP that is in the
crosshairs. That, he
tells The Indian
Express, is “because the contest is
between BSP and the BJP only.”
InBijnaur, however, many do
not agree with Haleem. Mohd
Irshad, who deals in electronic
appliances, says Muslims are
united behind SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav and Jaleesh will only “cut
Muslim votes” to help the BJP.
An SP leader says: “While
Congress candidate Rudra Daman
Singh is popular in rural areas, in
urban areas the fight is between
SPandBJP” FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

33 yrs after he lost poll battle ‘Ra]a of Amethl’ enters ring again

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, FEBRUARY 14

AMETHI HAS seen it all. An erst-
while royalty with a penchant for
politics,and a palace that has seen
its share of intrigue and sparring
'queens’. But there's more this
election: Sanjay Sinh, 70, the erst-
while 'Raja of Amethi', will con-
test the Assembly election from
Amethi as the BJP candidate -- the
first time in 33 years that he is
contesting the state polls.

The 2017 Assembly election
had seen his two wives facing off
— his estranged first wife as the
BJP candidate and second wife
Ameeta Singh as the Congress
candidate. Garima won that
election while Ameeta, for
whom Sinh campaigned, came
fourth.

After his 2019 Lok Sabha poll
loss from Sultanpur (he lost to
Maneka Gandhi), Sinh and
Ameeta left the Congress to join

the BJP. Now, with Sinh, Ameeta
and Garima in the BJP, the party
has decided to put him up in-
stead of having to choose be-
tween one of the two wives.

Sinh, once considered close
to Congress leader Sanjay
Gandbhi, has over the last three
decades served as Union
Minister and state minister in
successive Congress-led govern-
ments. Besides representing the
Congress in the Lok Sabha, he
has also been sent to Rajya Sabha
by the party -- before he quit to
join the BJPin 2019.

The decision came three
years after Garima not only came
back to claim her place in the
palace, but also in the politics of
the region. In 2016, claiming to
be Sinh’s “lawfully wedded
wife”, Garima and her children
entered the palace and declared
that they would not allow
Ameetain.

By contesting the election
himself, Sinh will hope to take

Sanjay Sinh campaigns in Amethi, Monday.

the attention away from the
family saga while reclaiming the
"family legacy" from the
Gandhis. Though considered a
Gandbhi bastion, in the 2019 Lok
Sabha election, Rahul Gandhi
lost to the BJP's Smriti Irani from
here.

Sinh claims it was his father
Rananjay Sinh, who won the first

election after Independence
from here as an Independent
candidate, who "offered"” the
seat to the Gandhis, not the other
way round. The senior Sinh later
won elections on the Jana Sangh
(1969) and Congress tickets
(1974).

“It is we who brought the
Gandhis here, established them

here. It is my homeland and we
have a 1,400-year-old history
that's associated with this place.
Istarted my political career from
my homeland in 1980 and peo-
ple welcomed me with open
arms. | went on to become min-
ister in different departments
and ensured jobs for the people
of Amethi,” said Sinh, adding, “In
the last phase of my career, [ have
again got an opportunity to serve
my people. Isn't that enough?”

In 1980, Sinh followed in his fa-
ther's footsteps and contested his
first election from the Amethi
Assembly seat as the Congress
(Indira) candidate -- and won. In
1985, Sinh won again, getting a
record 98 per cent of the votes
polled.Butinthe 1989 election that
followed, which he contested as a
JanataDal candidate, he lost to the
Congress.

Sing later joined the BJP. In the
1998 Lok Sabha election, he de-
feated Satish Sharma of the
Congress and but lost to Sonia

Gandhi in the 1999 general elec-
tions. His wife Ameeta, meanwhile,
won the Amethi Assembly seat in
2002 onaBJPticket.

In2004, the couple returned to
the Congress. Ameeta won the
2004 Assembly by-poll and later
the2007 poll from Amethi.In2012,
she lost to Gayatri Prasad Prajapati
of the Samajwadi Party by a close
margin.

This election, the Congress has
announced former BSP leader
Ashish Shukla as its candidate.
Shukla, 61, had in 2002 lost to
Ameeta, whenshewasthe BJPcan-
didate.

TheSamajwadiParty hasfielded
Prajapati's wife, Maharaji Devi.
Prajapati, whowon from Amethiin
2012and wentontobecomeamin-
isterinthe SPgovernment, wassen-
tencedtolifeimprisonmentina2017
rapecase.

BSP, meanwhile, has fielded
Ragini Tiwari, hopingtowinovera
large chunkof Brahminvotesalong
withits core Dalit votes.

New Delhi

MALE VOTERS VS FEMALE

M Registered voters Thosewhovoted M Polling %

Men 1 Women l

2012 58.68% 60.28%

I 7,02,56,859 I 5,72,32,002
412,25,412 3,45,00,316

2017 59.15% 63.31%

I 7,70,42,485 I 6,46,13,751
4,55,70,326 4,09,05,867

turnout was 64.95 per cent —
18.71 per cent higher than the
male turnout of 46.24 per cent.
On the other hand, the
Mohanlalganj constituency of
Lucknow district saw the highest
male poll percentage (68.70%)
against female turnout (61.16%),
showing a gap of 7.54 per cent.

The analysis of the 2017 poll
data reveals that the Assembly
segments with maximum fe-
male turnout as compared to
males were spread across the ru-
ral hinterland of eastern Uttar
Pradesh, which is the state’s
most backward region that wit-
nesses significant male migra-
tion to big cities for livelihood.

These Assembly segments in-
clude Didarganj (female turnout
64.95%, male turnout 46.24%) in
Azamgarh; Bansi (female 60.78%,
male 42.37%)in Siddharthnagar;
Pathardeva(female 70.01%, male
51.88%); Rudrapur (female
65.77%, male 47.71%) in Deoria;
and Menhdawal (female 61.06%,
male 43.09%)in Sant Kabir Nagar.
These five seats had also recorded
the maximum female turnout as
compared to their male counter-
parts in 2012 elections too.

In sharp contrast, among 115

constituencies, which saw a
higher male turnout than females
inthe 2017 elections, the highest
difference in vote percentage was
recorded in Mohanlalganj (male
68.70%, female 61.16%), followed
by Meerut (male 67.75%, female
60.82%), Varanasi South (male
66.45%, female 59.78%), Agra
South (male 64.64%, female
58.99%)and Kanpur’s Arya Nagar
(male 54.89%, female 49.57%).
These constituencies were largely
spread across urban areas, which
may be surprising as polling
booths in urban areas are rela-
tively closer to homes than rural
areas.

In 2012 elections, the maxi-
mum difference between male
and female poll percentage was
recorded in Varanasi South (male
61.96%, female 47.14%). It was fol-
lowed by Arya Nagar (Kanpur
Nagar), Dhaurahra (Kheri), Sri
Nagar (Kheri) and Agra Rural.

The rising women turnout,
among other factors, explains
the political parties’ increasing
focus on women voters in their
manifestos in the run-up to the
current UP Assembly elections.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

In two-cornered
contest, a ‘new face’
with an uphill battle

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, FEBRUARY 14

ON A Sunday afternoon,
Congress’s Sadaf Jafar, 46, and
several of her party workers have
gathered ata slumin River Bank
Colony. Welcomed to slogans of
“Sadaf Jafar zindabad” and
“Congress party zindabad”, she
seems upbeat.

The scene s strikingly differ-
ent from that cold, gloomy
evening in December, 2019
when she was arrested during
an anti-CAA protest in the capi-
tal's Hazratganj area. Her arrest
had come while she was doing a
Facebook live after violence had
broken out at Parivartan Chowk.

Now the Congress candidate
from Lucknow Central con-
stituency, Jafar says her campaign
revolves around basic issues like
education, healthcare and civicis-
sues. “l am going to houses and
telling people about the BJP's fail-
ures in the last five years.
Unemployment is at an all-time
high, and we all saw what hap-
pened during the pandemic - first
and second waves,” she tells The
Indian Express.

The Lucknow Central con-
stituency, which covers someim-
portant neighbourhoods and
markets like Aminabad and
Hazratganj, has a large Muslim
population, with around one lakh
voters from the community
(75,000 Sunnis and 25,000 Shias).
The constituency also has a size-
able Kayastha votebase, with
around 70,000 voters. The re-
maining are Baniya, Brahmins,
other forward castes and Dalits.

While the SP has fielded
Ravidas Mehrotra, a Khatri, who
won from herein2012 butlostin
2017, the BJP has changed the seat
of sitting MLA and minister
Brijesh Pathak, who hasbeen sent
to Lucknow Cantonment, and
fielded trade leader-cum-munic-
ipal corporator, Rajnish Gupta.

In what many expect to be a
two-sided contest between the
SP and the BJP, Jafar is seen a
“new face” and an underdog
with a stiff challenge ahead of
her, as the Congress still finds its
feet UP after being reduced to

Congress’s Sadaf Jafar

just seven seats in 2017 and be-
ing out of power in the state for
three decades.

While SP’sMehrotra enjoys
the tag of an “accessible leader
who works for everyone”, BJP's
Guptahasbeen fielded keepingin
mind the trader community,
which has traditionally supported
the BJP. In 2017, the BJP had man-
aged to win the seat with Brijesh
Pathak getting 78,400 votes, while
SP’s Mehrotra had lost by a nar-
row margin of 5,094 votes.

A senior SP leader says that in
2017, when the Congress and SP
had come together, the seat had
still seen a candidate from both
partiesand had split Muslim votes,
resulting in Pathak’s win. Local SP
leaders are levelling the same al-
legation against Jafar this time.

Jafar, however, says the allega-
tion doesn’t bother her. “Where
was the local SP candidate when
the protests against CAA and NRC
happened? Where was the SP
chief when churches were at-
tacked and our Dalit sisters were
raped or when farmers were
killed in Lakhimpur Kheri? It was
the Congress who fought against
the government on these issues of
minorities of India and UP” says
Jafar, during her campaign trail.

Ashopkeeper,selling paintin
Hussainganj, Amit Gupta (32),
says the traders will vote for the
BJP because “the country needs
leaders like Modiji and Yogiji”.

In the Muslim pocket of
Maulviganj, locals say their vote is
for the SP.Mohammad Igbal (49),
whosells chicken, says, “Iwill vote
for the SP because I feel govern-
ments should change every five
years.” FULL REPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com
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GOVT & POLITICS

CrASH COURSE

LOK SABHA recently witnessed spats between ministers and
MPs from Tamil Nadu over the language to be used to answer
questions in Parliament. Some ministers may have irked the
MPs from the southern states with their insistence on speak-
ing in Hindi only, but Union minister Ashwini Vaishnaw ap-
pears to be different. Before the Budget session got adjourned
for the recess, Vaishnaw took help from a fellow Rajya Sabha
MPtolearn a bit of Tamil. He got DMK MP Tiruchi Siva to write
down a few lines with their meanings so that he can learn a
bit before the Budget session resumes. These include Vanke
(comein), Thalaivar (leader), Ukkarunga(please be seated) and
Sapdunga (have your food). Vaishnaw has got the paper on top
of his files on his office table,and makesita point to learn them.
He appears keen on winning some hearts in the south.

POETIC THREAD

INDIAN AMBASSADOR to Madagascar and Comoros Islands,
Abhay Kumar, who has been advocating for greater engage-
ment with the western Indian Ocean region, is a published
poet. He is now going to come up with a book of a poem, ti-
tled “Monsoon”. Kumar said it is a poem of 150 stanzas that
follows the path of monsoon from Madagascar to Srinagar,
weaving Indian Ocean islands and the Indian subcontinent
into one poetic thread. It is expected to be published this
month-end by Sahitya Akademi.

TOTAL RECALL

CHARGES OF falsification of records against a medical college
whose quota of MBBS seats was increased and then withdrawn
following a surprise inspection had Supreme Court recall the
Bollywood hit Munnabhai MBBS on Monday. “This is a case
where ina paediatric ward, all children were admitted without
any problems! Have you seen Munnabhai MBBS, Mr Counsel?
How did the hospital have fake patients?..” asked Justice D' Y
Chandrachud, heading a two-judge bench, as he set aside the
Bombay High Court order which gave the college option to ei-
ther agree to a re-inspection or to approach appellate author-
ities. The college had chosen the first option which was chal-
lenged by the National Medical Commission in the top court.

Anti-conversion
law: SC issues
notice on Gujarat
govt’s challenge
to HC ruling

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
issued notice onan appeal by the
Gujarat government challenging
the High Court order which
stayed the operation of Section
5 of the Gujarat Freedom of
Religion Act, 2003. The section
mandated a person who is con-
verting another from one reli-
gion to another to seek the per-
mission of the District
Magistrate and also required the
person, so converted, to inform
the Magistrate about the same.

Abench of Justices S Abdul
Nazeer and Krishna Murari is-
sued a notice on the plea of the
state government.

In August last year, the
Gujarat High Court stayed the
operation of several sections of
the Freedom of Religion
(Amendment) Act, 2021, includ-
ing the provision that termed in-
terfaith marriages as means for
forceful conversion.

The state government appeal
said the Supreme court had in
the past ruled that there is no
fundamental right of any person
to convert another person to
one’s own religion “because if a
person purposely undertakes
the conversion of another per-
son to his religion, as distin-
guished from his effort to trans-
mit or spread the tenets of his
religion, that would impinge on
the ‘freedom of conscience’
guaranteed to all the citizens of
the country alike”.

“Thus the provision related
to seeking prior permission for
converting another person from
one religion to other, as contem-
plated under section 5(1) of the
Act...cannot be said to be affect-
ing any of the fundamental
rights in any manner...” the plea
said. The state government also
said the high court, thus, “erred”
in not appreciating the law laid
down by the apex court while
upholding certain preconditions
for conversion as laid down in
the Orissa Freedom of Religion
Rules, 1989.

In Uttarakhand, also voting in a single phase, turnout just over 65 per cent
i —

MAYURAJANWALKAR
PANAJI,FEBRUARY 14

ASPOLLING concluded in Goa’s40
Assembly constituencies on
Monday, the tentative turnout
stood at 78.94 percent, higher
than other states that voted on
Monday but a tad lower than the
state’s 2017 count of 81.21 percent.

Chief Election Officer (CEO)
Kunal said figures released on
Monday were tentative, as postal
ballots had not been factored in.
The number is expected to exceed
80 per cent after they are counted,
he said. Uttarakhand, which saw
single-phase voting forits 70 con-
stituencies, recorded 65.1 per cent
voting whenreports last came in.

According to a statement is-
sued by Uttarakhand CEO, out of
11,697 polling parties, 9,385 will
return to their collection centres
on Monday itself,and the remain-
ing 2,312 polling parties in remote
areas will return by Tuesday.

CEO Sowjanya said no unto-
ward incident was reported from
Uttarakhand. On faulty EVMs at
certain polling stations, she said
they wereimmediately replaced.

Kunal said North Goa’s
Sanquelim, represented by Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant, saw the
highestvoter turnout of 89.64 per
cent, and Benaulim in South Goa
the lowest — 70.20 per cent. The
turnout was 79.56 per cent in
North Goa and 78.22% in South
Goa. In Goa, the ruling BJP, con-
testing all 40 seats for the first
time, is up against main opposi-
tion Congress-Goa Forward Party
alliance, as well as AAP, TMIC-MGP
alliance, the indigenous
Revolutionary Goans, and several
high-profile Independent candi-
dates.

Among the earliest voters on
Monday morning was Governor
P S Sreedharan Pillai and his wife
Rita Sreedharan, who cast their
vote in Taleigao. Pillai, who took
charge as Governor in July 2021,
said, “In Goa, all political parties
are working effectively. Thatis the

DAY AFTER REACHING OUT TO KCR, STALIN

Cong can go its own way: Mamata

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, FEBRUARY 14

CHIEF MINISTER Mamata
Banerjee, who once again sought
the cooperation of regional par-
ties for an anti-BJP alliance in the
country, said on Monday the
Congress “can go its own way”.
Banerjee made the remarks
while speaking about her party’s
victory in the Bengal civic polls a
day after she reached out to
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin and Telangana Chief
Minister Chandrasekhar Rao to
convene a meeting of chief min-
isters of Opposition-ruled states.
“The country’s federal struc-
ture and Constitution is being
bulldozed. We all (opposition
parties) need to come together

to protect these... All regional
parties must come to an under-
standing. We had appealed to
the Left [Front] and the Congress
to come together as well but
they have not responded. The
Congress can go its way and we
willgo ours,” said Banerjee refer-
ring to her phone conversation
with her counterparts in Tamil
Nadu and Telangana.

Banerjee has intensified her
efforts to form a coalition of op-
position parties after the TMC's
efforts to cobble together an al-
liance in Goa did not work out.

Stalin, in a tweet on Sunday;,
said that Banerjee has also sug-
gested a meeting of Opposition
chief ministers. The Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister informed that a
meeting of Chief Ministers of
Opposition-ruled states would

Amid TN-Centre tension,
Shah’s call to Kanimozhi
on her birthday rings loud

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

AMIDST GROWING tension be-
tween the BJP-led Centre and the
DMK government in Tamil Nadu,
a phone call from Union Home
Minister Amit Shah to Kanimozhi
more than a month ago has now
become a topic of fierce discus-
sion within the party, sources
said.

Shah called DMK MP M
Kanimozhi to wish her on her
54th birthday on January 5 at a
time when her party leaders were
kept waiting by the Home
Minister for an appointment to
discuss the Bill that seeks exemp-
tion for the state from the
National Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET). Kanimozhi, the Lok
Sabha MP from Thoothukkudi,
confirmed to The Indian Express
that Shah had called her.

Sources said Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin, Kanimozhi’s
half-brother, had not taken kindly
to the call. Senior DMK leaders
feel that more than “just a cour-
tesy call”, it “had political conno-
tations”, particularly as it coin-
cided with Shah dilly-dallying
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Amit Shah and M Kanimozhi

over meeting the DMK delegation
over the NEETBill. A day after the
call, on January 6, Stalin told the
state Assembly: “Refusing to
meet people’s representatives is
anti-democratic.” DMKMPA Raja
told The Indian Express: “The
meeting finally happened on
January 17.”

Apart from a bid to under-
mine Stalin, the DMK is seeing
Shah’s call as an attempt to drive
a wedge in the DMK first family.
Before M Karunanidhi’s death,
Kanimozhi was among the con-
tenders for the DMK patriarch’s
political legacy. While the succes-
sion battle is now settled in
Stalin’s favour, the projection of
his son Udhayanidhi as the next
generation leader is said to have
reopened old wounds.

ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS

Nearly 8 of 10 Goans turn out to vote

A group of transgender people who voted for the first time, in Goa; (right) freedom fighter
Chindriya Lal arrives at a polling booth in Uttarkashi district of Uttarakhand. Express/PTI

tradition of this state. There are no
untoward incidents and even if
there are, they are minor.”
Among reasons that brought
voters to polling booths were in-
clusion, education, environment,
and unemployment. Nine trans-
gender voters voted for the first
time in Goa. Heena Sahibole, 45,a
transgender voter, said she finally
felt“seen”: “Ihave lived in Goa for

soon take place in New Delhi.

“Beloved Didi Mamata
Banerjee telephoned me to share
her concern and anguish on the
constitutional overstepping and
brazen misuse of power by the
Governors of non-BJP ruled
states. She suggested for a meet-
ing of Opposition CMs,” Stalin
wrote in a tweet. After a call from
Banerjee, Rao said he would
soon meet Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray and
the TMC chief as part of efforts
to unite parties against the BJP.

Speaking on the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly election,
Banerjee also said her party did
not contest there in the “larger
interest”. “We never wanted
Akhilesh Yadav (Samajwadi
Party chief) to get weak in any
seat,” she said.

18 years but this is the first time [
have cast my vote. I feel like T have
just turned 18. Today, my trans-
gender friends and I have just
taken the first step towards inclu-
sion...” Sahibole, who begs for a
living, voted in Margao. She hopes
the government will help edu-
cated transgenders find employ-
mentand housing.

Allwyn Mascarenhas, who

came to a polling station in
Taleigao with his wheelchair-
bound father, works in Dubai but
returns to Goaevery election. “We
live abroad because our talent is
better recognised there but my
heart is here... | want Goan youth
to have good job opportunities,”
he said.
INPUTS FROM AVANEESH
MISHRA IN DEHRADUN

UP records 63%
turnout in phase
two, Amroha
tops with 72%

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

UTTAR PRADESH on Monday
recorded a63.3 per cent turnout
in the second phase of the
Assembly elections in which 55
seats across nine districts of the
state -- Saharanpur, Rampur,
Shahjahanpur, Badaun,
Moradabad, Sambhal, Amroha,
Bareilly,and Bijnor -- went to the
polls.

This was two per cent lower
than the 2017 elections. In the
2019 Lok Sabhaelections, 63.13 of
the electorate had voted. This
time, Amroha recorded the high-
est turnout at 71.63 per cent, fol-
lowed by Saharanpur at 71.15 per
cent. The six constituencies in
Shahjahanpur overall recorded
the lowest turnout in the second
phase at 55.85 per cent. While all
districts polled lower compared
to the previous elections,
Shahajahanpur recorded the
maximum decline of five per cent.

The Samajwadi Party (SP) al-
leged that the choice of one of its
voters in Saharanpur was incor-
rectly registered for the BJP.
Additional Chief Election Officer
Brahma Dev Ram Tiwari, how-
ever, said the allegation was
false. He said the EC took note of
another complaint that mem-
bers of the Yadav community
were not allowed to cast their
votes. The polling body also
found no truth in BJP leader JPS
Rathore’s allegation of fake vot-
ing by burqa-clad women, the
official said, adding that areport
from the district magistrate has
been sought.

The heavyweights on the SP
list included former minister
Azam Khan, who was up against
the Congress’s Kazim Ali Khanand
the BJP’s Akash Saxenain Rampur.

TMC sweeps civic polls, Left a
distant second follow

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, FEBRUARY 14

THE RULING Trinamool Congress
onMonday registered alandslide
victory in the February 12 civic
polls in West Bengal, winning all
four municipal corporations. The
BJP, which emerged as the main
opposition party in the Assembly
pollslastyear, has been pushed to
the third position in terms of vote
share while the Left Front ended
upasadistant second.

In all four civic bodies -
Asansol, Bidhannagar,
Chandannagar and Siliguri - com-
bined, the TMC received 61 per
cent vote share while the BJP got
14.5 per cent vote share. The Left
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TMC supporters celebrate
in Bidhannagar. Partha Paul

Front, which failed to win even a
single seat in the Assembly polls
last year, fared better by getting
16.75 per cent vote share. The

ed by BJP

Congress managed togetonly 3.5
per cent of the vote share. Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee con-
gratulated the people over the re-
sults. “Thisis a victory of maa, mati
and manush. | want to congratu-
late the people for giving us this
mandate,” said Banerjee.

West Bengal BJP president
Sukanta Majumdar said, “The
election was nothing but a farce.
The people’s true mandate has not
been reflected in the civic polls.
Everyone saw how votes were
looted,” said Majumdar. Senior
CPM leader Sujan Chakraborty
also alleged that it was a “vote
loot” and Bengal Congress presi-
dent Adhir Chowdhury said “peo-
ple could not exercise their fran-
chise properly”.

Rajnath: Ready for talks with insurgents in Manipur

JIMMY LEIVON
IMPHAL, FEBRUARY 14

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh said on Monday that the
central government is ready to
hold talks with insurgency groups
in Manipur to bring lasting peace
to the region.

He said Manipuris now at the
forefront of development asinsur-
gency, which was once the biggest
menace in the state, is coming to

anend gradually.

“Ican boldly say that violence
in Manipur is at the lowest point
today during the last five years. [
assure you that the BJP will com-
pletely putanend to this violence
to bring lasting peace in the re-
gion,” Singh said while address-
ing a rally at Langthabal con-
stituency in Imphal West district.
The state will vote in the coming
Assembly election in two phases:
February 28 and March 5.

Singh appealed the insur-

gency groups to shun violence
and come to the negotiating table.
“We are ready for dialogue with
the insurgency groups becauseall
the problems vexing this region
should be resolved -- be it unem-
ployment, poverty, etc,” he said.
Insurgent attacks have be-
come infrequent over the years
but in November 2021, a
Commanding Officer of the
AssamRifles was killed along with
his wife and son in an ambush in
Churachandpur district of

Manipur. Four members of the
Quick Reaction Team were also
killed in the attack. The People’s
Liberation Army - one of the old-
est and most powerful insurgent
groups in the state -- and the
Manipur Naga People’s Front had
jointly claimed responsibility for
the ambush.

On Monday;, Singh said it was
the BJP’s aim to “develop the
Northeast, particularly Manipur,
as the tourist hub of India and the
entire world”.

TMC wants to
divide Hindu
votes... is this
secularism:

PM at UP rally

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, FEBRUARY 14

AS POLLING was underway for
the second phase of the UP
Assembly pollson Monday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi hit out at
the Opposition over a TMC
leader’s purported remarkon “not
allowing consolidation of Hindu
votes” in Goa, which alsovoted on
Monday.

Addressing a poll meeting in
Akbarpurin Kanpur Dehatdistrict,
the PM said: “A TMC leader said
her party has forged an alliance so
that the Hindu votes in Goa could
be divided. You see this audacity
(‘*himmat’). Is this democracy? Is
this secularism? Aap khule aam,
hindu vote ko baatna chahte hain,
toh aap kiske vote ikkhata karna
chahte hon? (You are openly say-
ing you want to divide the Hindu
votes. Then whose votes are you
trying to gather?”.

He was apparently referringto
TMC MP Mahua Moitra’s alleged
remarks that her party has pre-
vented the consolidation of Hindu
votes by tying up with the MGPin
Goa.

The TMC has backed
Samajwadi Party (SP) in Uttar
Pradesh and its chief Mamata
Banerjee recently visited
Lucknow to show her support to
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav. Mamata
isset tovisit Varanasi, the PM’s Lok
Sabha constituency, to campaign
for the SP.

Inhis speech, the PM asserted
that the BJP was coming to power
again in UP with “people uniting
above caste” and especially
Muslimwomen, who he claimed,
were silently supporting his party.

Referring to the abolition of
triple talaq nearly three years ago,
Modi said: “My Muslims sisters,
without making much noise are
silently coming out to give their
blessings to Modi... When a
Muslim girl came back from her
maika (native home) empty-
handed, she was instantly given
triple talag... ... Today, we have
giventoevery Muslim sisteralaw
to protect themselves against
triple talag.”

Channi says his
chopper denied
permission to fly
twice due to PM
Modi’s visit

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 14

AS PM Narendra Modi addressed
his first physical rally in poll-
bound Punjab after repealing of
the farm laws, Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi alleged
that his chopper was denied per-
mission to take off twice during
the day due to restrictions im-
posed during the PM's visit.

Channi had toskip AICCleader
Rahul Gandhi’s rally in Hoshiarpur
as he could not take off. The
Punjab CM was to fly to
Hoshiarpur by AICC chopper from
Rajindra park helipad in front of
his official residence. Sources in
the state government said they
checked with airport authorities
and found that they had not de-
clareda“no-fly zone”. The CM said
he had to wait for four hours be-
fore he was given permission to
fly. He then left for Sujanpur for
another rally. “I am the CM. Iam
not a terrorist that [ am not al-
lowed to fly. What kind of politics
isthis?...WhyamIbeing stopped
in my own state?” Channi said.

Kerala rail project: HC sets aside stay order, allows survey

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
FEBRUARY 14

SETTING ASIDE a single-judge
bench’s stay order, a division
bench of the Kerala High Court
on Monday allowed the state
government to conduct a survey
for the proposed semi-speed rail
corridor.

TheRs 63,491-crore ambitious
project of the CPI(M)-led govern-
ment has been facing massive
protests over the survey and
markingof the corridor boundary.

Last week, the Railways told
the court thatitis “advisable” that
proceedings of land acquisition for

Relief for state govt

EXPLAINED

THE HIGH Court’s go-ahead to the survey for the proposed K-
Rail project, SilverLine, is a big relief for the CPI(M)-led gov-
ernment in Kerala. Opposition Congress and BJP have
mounted protests against the survey. Railways has also taken
a stand against the project in the court. The court has now at-
tested the state’s stand that the survey is meant only for
Social Impact Assessment and not for land acquisition.

the proposed corridor be
“stopped at this stage” — and that
feasibility of its current alignment
“has not been agreed” to by the
Ministry of Railways. The project

is ajoint venture of the state gov-
ernment and the Railways.

The bench of Chief Justice S
Manikumar and Justice Shaji P
Chaly acted upon an appeal

New Delhi

moved by the Kerala government
challenging the interim stay on
the survey. The division bench
said, “The government is vested
with adequate powers to conduct
the survey, and mark the proper-
ties appropriately, for conducting
the Social Impact Assessment
(SIA)study after issuing appropri-
ate notifications under the provi-
sions of Kerala Survey and
Boundaries Act, 1961.”

The single-judge bench of
Justice DevanRamachandran had
stayed the survey based on a
bunch of petitions.

The division bench accepted
the contention of the state govern-
ment that the survey is for the
purpose of demarcating the

boundary of the project align-
ment for SIA study, and land ac-
quisition comes only later.

“Itis also submitted that con-
crete poles with marking ‘K-Rail’
are planted only with the objec-
tive of identifying the lands for
evaluating social impact of acqui-
sition and the state government
has no intention to acquire the
lands by planting the stones since
the attempt of the government is
only to carry out Social Impact
Assessment study to protect the
interest of the land owners, en-
abling them to take steps to object
the SIA study by having a proper
and clear picture of the extent of
acquisition made in their proper-
ties,” said the court.
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In 2012, KVs
introduced new
scarf pattern
for Muslim girls

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

THE MINISTRY of Human
Resource Development had on
July4,2012,announced the adop-
tion of a “new uniform pattern”
by the Kendriya Vidyalayas across
the country.

For the Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan, an autonomous body
under the HRD Ministry, now
known as Ministry of Education,
the change in dress code for its
students was afirst sinceitsincep-
tionin 1963.

Among the changes were new
patterns for scarf and turban.
“Scarf with red hemming for
Muslim girls matching with the
lower,” was among the changes
approved by the KVS Board of
Governorsinits 92nd meeting on
May 18,2012.

Ina statement issued through
the Press Information Bureau, the
HRD Ministry had described the
newdesignasanattempttoadda
contemporary touch to the uni-
formalong with “aunique identity
toitsstudents, keeping inmind the
comfortand the cost factors”.

Checks were introduced for

both boys and girls. For girls in
classes IX-XII, trousers were intro-
duced, phasing out salwars.

The National Institute of
Fashion Technology (NIFT) and
the Union Ministry of Textiles
helped create the new uniform.

There are 14.35 lakh students
-6.55lakh girlsand 7.79 lakh boys
—enrolled with the 1,248 Kendriya
Vidyalayas across the country.

While latest category wise en-
rolment figures are not available,
in2015, outof 12.09lakh students
then enrolled in the Kendriya
Vidyalayas, 56,719 were Muslims,
including 23,621 girls.

Responding to a Lok Sabha
question on the new dress code
on August 8, 2012, the HRD
Ministry had said that the “gov-
ernment has no role to play in
the prescription of uniform for
the students of Kendriya
Vidyalayas”.

“This is done by Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) them-
selves which is an autonomous
body. However, KVS has informed
that they have introduced a new
uniform for its students so as to
give a distinct identity. The dress
code has been changed for the first
time after 1963.”

Cong rejects Karnataka MLA’s
controversial remarks on hijab

New Delhi:The Congress on
Monday rejected the remarks
made by one of its Karnataka
MLAs, who said that “rapes will be
fewer if women wear hijab-like
clothing”.

On Sunday, Congress MLA BZ
Zameer Ahmed Khan had said,
"Hijab, known as gosha-parda, is
to hide a woman'’s beauty. India’s
rape rates are high probably be-
cause womenaren’t under gosha-

pardah." His comments were re-
ported by news agency ANL
Rejecting Khan’s remarks,
AICC in charge of Karnataka
Randeep Surjewala said, "There
is no place in modern India and
our society for parochial and re-
gressive views on women as ex-
pressed by a Congress leader of
Karnataka... Time has come for
every such leader to change the
conservative mindset.”  ENS

1, Tl -1

U B Jbd & |

B! 91 HIb W TS ST |

Ft 1 HdoT+p U A Jfad 61 Tl § fep Fieiiud gfert R
765 ATl B Yferd] elTge WHIud & Ui # i 04.03.2022 B
U2 10.00 §1 Yetl diell GRT =iief™ o STea | fed Bact gRT 47
gfeTd gae 9 102 W3R Gt W . & 3ieTd et gfer | forw 13 765
el Bl ST HicwEioe- 686, BR- 60, 3fcl- 10, b3,
&RI- 2, $-Ra@l- 2, TET-207-1, ¢b-1, I 709- 1, eI~
Yol dell GRT i fpan ST | diefierar @l
ARG & WU H 10 Ul &= IRT i W &l el o1 3 Ugel
A1 A B | UG dreeil &b aR H bl o GR B STHBR
o & foTU TH .TH. fert oS IHIud & Hl. 5. 94664-36360 9

7591/Hry

7572/HRY

e geeT

T WERY 1 Gad fF S § foF oy wfaaes # fem suge
HEEE F.-12 WigEe § W far & Fen awaAmE s
et femir 03.03.2022 W WA: 11.00 &S I ST B | A
HTHETE SUTF HTATT o BT . 603, BSI Hiser H ol S | et
1 SN A feaw | T 7 7d g afeeres 8.-12, wHeEeE #$
T WA & e Afed S W 39 WeRd § |

Togeh AR AHA W UET T Sl S Tehdl § | Ik St o @t
AR I ITA: e ¥ gd SR ST g, 10,000/ %, (TH TSR %)
STHT R 2 i St @t Tl i 1/4 9 Sieft g o 9 W
2t STHT ST B | I AT 72 ¥ o 3ieT-37ey ST shia=t g1 | U
A & W IRl 5 gfos & o 9 stfaRem SJaim <1 80 | Sifues
eft T Arel elierar SR areHi/ArdH 1 33T ST R ITeh! ST
TR STed ST o ST G SHeR AR T8 Wt 3TeNTd a1 Sl &
Seirerdr 1 Sed. . F. g st ¥

T/~
Fd IUGR HIETEE |

KASGANJ ‘CUSTODY DEATH’

‘Losing young son not easy, fight
for justice even more difficult’

AMILBHATNAGAR
KASGANJ, FEBRUARY 14

INHIS three-room house, Chand
Mia points to a cot with a plastic
spread. His 22-year-old son Altaf
would lie down on it whenever
he was home, and play games on
his phone. Children in the neigh-
bourhood loved spending time
with Altaf and would often crowd
the room, taking turns to play the
games.

“He barely stepped out of the
house once he was done with
work. He loved spending time
with the children and they would
visit him every day. To thinks that
a person like him would kidnap
someone and then kill himself by
hanging from a tap, I still cannot
believe it,” says Chand Mia.

On November 9 last year,
Mohammad Altaf, a daily-wage
worker, was found dead in a po-
lice station in Kasganj district.
The police claimed he hanged
himself using the drawstring of
the hood of his jacket after tying
ittoatoilet's water tap, three feet

Expert panel
recommends

EUA to Corbevax
jab for 12-18 years

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

THE SUBJECT expert panel on
Covid-19 vaccines on Monday
recommended the drug regula-
tor tograntemergency useautho-
risation to Hyderabad-based
Biological E's Corbevax for the age
group of 12-18 years, subject to
conditions, sources said.

The committee’s recommen-
dations will be taken up by the
drug regulator for formal ap-
proval of the vaccine in the next
few days.

Corbevax is India’s first in-
digenously developed protein
sub-unit vaccine against Covid-
19. At present, India is adminis-
tering Covid-19 vaccines to 15-
18 years.

The expert panel on vaccine
administration is expected to
meet soon to take a decision to
expand Covid-19 vaccination
coverage from 12 years onwards.

Corbevax is built on the tra-
ditional subunit vaccine plat-
form: instead of using the whole
virus, the platform triggers an
immune response by using frag-
ments of it, like the spike protein.

The sub-unit vaccine con-
tains harmless S-protein; once
the immune system recognises
S protein, it produces antibodies
as white blood cells that fight the
infection. At present, only
Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin can be
administered to the adolescent
population.

22-yr-old
Mohammad
Altaf was
found dead
inapolice
stationin
November

above ground.

Altaf had been brought in for
questioning in connection with
the disappearance of a woman
during which he died by suicide,
the police said.

Three days ago, Allahabad
High Court directed the police to
exhume Altaf's body and send it
to AIIMS, New Delhi, for asecond
post-mortem. The direction
came on a petition moved by
Altaf's family, which was not sat-
isfied with the findings of the first
post-mortem.

Listing the matter after four
weeks, the court said it was pass-
ing the order “because it is the
case of the petitioner based upon
photographs brought on record,
wherein the deceased, Altaf, is
shown to have hung himself

from a water pipe, which was in-
stalled only three feet above the
ground of the toilet”.

For the family, the court order
has come as a form of vindica-
tion. “There are days my hands
and legs would not stop shaking.
I had to be taken to hospital be-
cause my blood pressure shot up.
Losing your young son is not easy.
And the fight for justice is even
more difficult. But the court
heard us poor people,” says
Chand Mia.

Altaf was the eldest of three
siblings and helped the family by
working on daily wage jobs.
While it has been three months
since his death, his family is yet
to come to terms withit. The im-
age of Altaf lying motionless in
the Kotwali Police Station toilet
haunts Chand Mia.

“He weighed nearly 60 kgand
was tall.... There are so many
things that don't add up. If the
second post-mortem reveals any
other information, it will prove
that his suicide was a cover-up,”
he alleges.

The body will be exhumed in

the coming days and sent to Al-
IMS, officials said. The entire ex-
ercise of the handover will have
to be completed in 10 days, ac-
cording to the court.

“The exhumation will be car-
ried out as per the court orders.
The body will be dug out and
sent to AIIMS. Aninquiry into the
incident is already underway:. If
the second post-mortem reveals
any new information, it will be
made part of the investigation,”
said Kasganj SP Botre Rohan
Pramod.

Currently, ajudicial inquiry is
underway, and 7 of the 36 wit-
nesses have been examined. Two
out of the remaining witnesses
will be examined on Thursday.

The police have maintained
that the Altaf was involved in the
kidnapping of a 19-year-old
woman and that he died by sui-
cide. He was booked for abduc-
tion while a separate FIR was
filed against unknown accused
in connection with the death.
Five police officials, including
SHO of the Kotwali Police Station,
remain suspended.

MaxiMuM C1TY, MINIMUM MOVEMENT

A protest by Congress workers caused a massive traffic jam in south Mumbai on Monday.
The Congress workers took out a march to the Malabar Hill residence of Leader of
Opposition Devendra Fadnavis to protest against Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent
remarks in Parliament that the Congress had instigated migrants to leave the city during the
first wave of Covid-19 in March 2020. The protests were called off around 1pm. Mumbai
Congress chief Bhai Jagtap said that the agitation was called off as Mumbaikars were facing

hardships. Ganesh Shirsekar

India in talks
with WHO for
MoU to share
CoWIN platform
globally: Shringla

New Delhi: India is in talks with
World Health Organization
(WHO) for an MoU to share its
CoWIN platform globally under
an initiative of WHO, Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringlaislearnt to have said ata
US-hosted meeting on Covid-19.

CoWINisIndia’s digital tech-
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HAFED
THE HARYANA STATE COOPERATIVE SUPPLY
AND MARKETING FEDERATION LIMITED
CORPORATE OFFICE, SECTOR 5, PANCHKULA HARYANA (INDIA)
TEL: 2590520-24, FAX: 2590711 e-mail: hafed @hry.nic.in
Web-site: www.hafed.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Limited (MPSCSC).

terms & conditions

out assigning any reason.

For empanelment of experienced wheat processor

with Hafed for procurement of wheat in bulk from

Madhya Pradesh State Civil Supplies Corporation
Limited (MPSCSC)

The Haryana State Cooperative Supply and Marketing
Federation Limited (HAFED) invites Expression Of Interest
for empanelment of experienced wheat processor with
Hafed for procurement of wheat in bulk (minimum 2 Lakh
MT) from Madhya Pradesh State Civil Supplies Corporation

The EOI document containing eligibility criteria and other
is available at Hafed website
www.hafed.gov.in. The last date of submission of application
is upto 01.00 PM on 18.02.2022.

Hafed reserve the right to reject any / all applications with-

f=] North Eastern Railway

Open E-Tender Notice No.
IZN/Elect/OT/05/2022 Dt. 11.02.2022
E-Tender are invited by Sr. Divisional
Electrical Engineer (G)/N.E.
Railway/Izatnagar for & on behalf
of the President of India for
the following work :

S.No. : 01, Description of work :
Strengthening of power supply
arrangement including replacement of
existing damage under - ground
cabling at different station of
Izatnagar Division and replacement of
existing old & damage L.T. Over head
lines by underground cabling at
Kasganj Railway Colony.
Approximate tender value in Rs. :
53,20,383.35, Earnest money in Rs. :
1,06,500.00, Cost of tender paper in
Rs. : Nil, Date & Time of closing
E-tender : 14.03.2022 at 15.00 hours,
Completion time from the date of
issue of letter of Acceptance : Four
months. * Manual offers are not
allowed against this tender and such
manual offer received shall be
ignored. « The tender can be viewed at
website http://www.ireps.gov.in.
* The tenderer/bidders must have
Class-IIT Digital signature certificate
& must have registered on IREPS
portal. * Only registered tenderer/
bidders can participate in e-tendering.
* All relevant papers must be uploaded
at the time of participating in
e-tendering.

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (G)/
CPRO/Elect-112 Izatnagar

|Almulany."
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nology platform for Covid-19
vaccination.

At Monday’s meeting, con-
vened by US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, Shringla also
said New Delhi will be happy to
extend the Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomics Consortium (IN-
SACOG) network of laboratories
for genomic sequencing and sur-
veillance in its neighbourhood,
sources said.

He said India will take its ex-
perience in testing, treating and
vaccinating a large population
spread out in different geogra-
phies and terrains to create cus-
tom and tailor-made capacity-
building and technical training
programmes for front-line and
healthcare workers in Asia,
Africa and Latin America,
sources said.

Shringla also said four
WHO-approved vaccines —
Covaxin, Covishield, Covovax
and Janssen —and three others
due for approval — Corbevax,
ZyCov-D and Gennova — are
being produced in India, ac-
cording to sources.

Blinken hosted the Covid-
19 Global Action Meeting to co-
ordinate efforts on pandemic

ISRO places
3 satellitesin

orbit in first
launch of 2022

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, FEBRUARY 14

IN THE first successful launch in
about a year, the Indian Space
Research Organisation sent EOS-
04,anall-weather earth observa-
tion satellite, and two other satel-
lites into space ona PSLV rocket on
Monday morning.

Thelaunchstartsabusy calen-
dar for the Indian space agency,
which has lined up as many as 19
launches this year, after twoyears
of lull caused by the Covid19 pan-
demic. Monday's launch was the
first successful one after the flight
of PSLV-C51 on February 28 last
year that had carried a Brazilian
satellite, Amazonia-1,and 18 other
smaller payloads to space.

Anattempt to launch EOS-03,
another earth observation satel-
lite in August last year,ona GSLV
rocket had ended in a failure.

The PSLV-C52 rocket, carrying
EO0S-04 and two other satellites,
lifted off at 5.59 am from the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota on Monday morning.
The EOS-04, which is a radar im-
aging satellite meant to provide
high quality images of the land
under all weather conditions, was
deposited in the intended sun
synchronous polar orbit 18 min-
utes later.

One of the other satellites,
called INSPIREsat-1, was built by
the Thiruvananthapuram-based
Indian Institute of Space Science
and Technology in collaboration
with the University of Coloradoin
the United States. Students from
Nanyang Technological University
inSingapore and National Central
University of Taiwan have also
contributed to this satellite. This
satellite would study the dynam-
ics of the upper atmosphere. It
also carries an X-ray spectrome-
ter for studying solar flares.

This is the first time Taiwan’s
scientists have participated in an
international team launching a
satellite from India. While they are
associated with a university, and

UK raises issue of FCRA registration
refusal to Oxfam with India at meet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

THE UNITED Kingdom raised the
issue of India's refusal to renew
the Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act(FCRA)registration
of Oxfam by the central govern-
ment in a bilateral meeting.

The issue was discussed dur-
ing the 4th India-UK Home Affairs
Dialogue held virtually on
February 10.

"The issue was raised by the
UK The representatives were ex-
plained the law and how it

works," aUnion Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) official said, with-
out providing any further details.

At midnight on December 31,
2021, the FCRA registration of
Oxfam India along with 5,932
other NGOs lapsed. MHA sources
said while 5,789 NGOs had notap-
plied for renewal, the applications
of the rest had been rejected due
to “various irregularities”. Oxfam
India and Indian Medical
Association (IMA) were among
such NGOs.

During the meet, the Indian
delegation was led by Union
Home Secretary Ajay Kumar

Bhalla, and the UK delegation was
led by Permanent Secretary,
Home Office, Mathew Rycroft.
"The Dialogue covered awide
range of issues including
Homeland Security, Cyber
Security, Extradition cases,
Migration & Mobility. India im-
pressed upon the UK authorities
the need to expedite the pend-
ing extradition cases," the MHA
had then said in a statement.
"The Indian side communi-
cated concerns on the anti-India
activities of certain extremists
and radical elements in the
UK...," the statement added.

Media One case: 12 lawmakers, others
question ‘sealed cover jurisprudence’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

A DOZEN MPs from different op-
position parties,along with 30em-
inent personalities, issued a state-
ment on Monday, expressing
disappointment over Kerala High
Court'sverdictlast week to uphold
the Information and Broadcasting
Ministry’s order that revoked the
broadcasting licence of Malayalam
news channel Media One after the
Ministry of Home Affairs denied it
security clearance.

“Extremely disappointed by
the decisions of the single-judge
bench of the Kerala High Court,
which refused to overturn the
cancellation of Media One News'’s
licence by the MIB & MHA and
protect the Fundamental Right to

response. ENS Freedom of Speech and
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Expression,” the statement said.

It said the court’s decision
“wasbased ona ‘sealed cover’ en-
velope provided by the MHA, the
contents of which were not
shared” with Media One.

The signatories of the state-
ment included Congress's
Digivijaya Singh; TMC's Mahua
Moita; DMK's Kanimozhi; RJD's
Manoj Kumar Jha; Shiv Sena’s
Priyanka Chaturvedi; CPI's
Elamaram Kareem and Binoy
Viswam; IUML's E T Mohd
Basheer; RSP's N K
Premachandran; AIUDF's
Badruddin Ajmal; LJD's M V
Shreyams Kumar; and CPI(M)'s
John Brittas. The statement was
also signed by Supreme Court
lawyers Prashant Bhushan and
Colin Gonsalves, former Bombay
High Court judge Kolse Patil B G,
journalists, writers and social ac-

tivists among others.

Afterthe single-judge bench’s
order last week, Media One ap-
proached thedivisionbench of the
Kerala High Court.

According to the statement,
the order “goes against the basic
principles of natural justice, which
mandate that the material evi-
denceinany adjudication process,
and especially in a matter con-
cerning Fundamental Rights,
must be shared with both parties
to the dispute”.

At a press conference,
Bhushan said the “growing spec-
tre of what is called sealed cover
jurisprudence” is a “gross viola-
tion of the principles of natural
justice”.

Veteran journalist N Ram, who
is also a signatory to the release,
said blocking a licence is not just
about the freedom to broadcast.

ISRO launches PSLV C52
from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre at Sriharikota
on Monday. P1i

the Taiwanese authorities are not
directly involved, it is a new area
of engagement with the people of
Taiwan. Before this, ISRO had
launched satellites from 34 coun-
tries but never from Taiwan.
Though India maintains One-
China policy, thisis seen as part of
New Delhi’s approach to engage
with Taiwan on non-political ar-
eas, especially in economic sectors.
The othersatellite, INS-2TD, is
atechnology demonstrator for the
first India-Bhutan joint satellite
that is scheduled to be launched
next month. The two countries
had signed a space agreement last
year, and its first outcome would
be the launch of BhutanSat, or
INS-2B, ona PSLV rocket in March.
INS-2TD that flew on Monday has
athermal imaging camera meant
for earth observation purposes
like assessment of land and water
surface temperature, and identi-
fication of forest and tree cover.
ISRO’s schedule has been hit
badly by the Covid19 pandemic.

Bihar anti-liquor
law: SC issues
notice, transfers
pleas to itself

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
asked the Bihar government tore-
spond to petitions challenging the
Constitutional validity of its con-
troversial prohibition law — The
Bihar Prohibition and Excise Act,
2016 — within three weeks.

A bench of Justices A M
Khanwilkar and C T Ravikumar
also transferred similar petitions
pending before Patna High Court
tothe SC.The court said that since
“identical issue is pending consid-
eration before this court, it is ap-
propriate that the other writ peti-
tions filed before the High Court to
be transferred and heard along
with the SLP pending here”.

Hearing the petitions, includ-
ingone by the International Spirits
and Wines Association of India, the
benchsaid all of them question the
validity of the prohibition law. “The
reply has been filed before Patna
High Court and now it cannot be
improved,” it said.

“You file your affidavit. Same
arguments, same affidavit and
same material will be relevant in
all cases, as the validity is under
challenge in all of them.”

The court will now hear the
matter in the first week of April.

While rejecting 40 appeals
filed by the state government
against grant of anticipatory and
regular bail by the HC to those
charged under the law, a bench
headed by CJINVRamanahad on
January 11 expressed concern
over the impact of the law on the
working of the courts.

ISc gets Rs 425 crore donation; to set up medical school

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, FEBRUARY 14

THE INDIAN Institute of Science
(I1Sc) will set up a postgraduate
medical school along with a 800-
bed multispeciality hospital inits
Bengaluru campus, an institute
statement said Monday.
Philanthropists Susmita and
Subroto Bagchi,and Radhaand NS
Parthasarathy have collectively

New Delhi

donated Rs 425 crore for the proj-
ect, the single largest private do-
nationreceived by the premierre-
search institute.

The hospital, scheduled to be
operational by 2024 end, will be
named 'Bagchi-Parthasarathy
Hospital', the statement added.

The project’s academic centre-
piece will be an integrated dual-
degree MD-PhD programme
aimed at creating a new breed of
physician-scientists to pursue ca-

reers in clinical research to de-
velop new treatments and health-
care solutions, driven by abench-
to-bedside philosophy. “Their
generous contribution will help
us realise our vision of seamless
coupling between clinical sci-
ences, basic sciences, and engi-
neering technology disciplines, all
anchored withinavibrant univer-
sity campus, and research oppor-
tunities...,” 1ISc director, Prof
Govindan Rangarajan said.
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Photojournalist
dies by suicide,
TN CM orders
assistance to kin

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
CHENNAI, FEBRUARY 14

Kannur blast death result
of wedding prank: police

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
FEBRUARY 14

TKUMAR, a veteran photojour-
nalist working here for news
agency United News of India
(UNI), died by suicide. Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin,
the state’s principal opposition
AIADMK and the journalist fra-
ternity on Monday condoled his
death.Inacondolence message,
Stalin said he was grieved to
learn that Kumar had ended his
life and added that he has or-
dered assistance of Rs 3 lakh to
his family from a fund for wel-
fare of journalists.

Stalin’s announcement on
assistance comes hours after the
AIADMK, the Chennai Press Club
and the photojournalists’ asso-
ciation had requested the CM to
provide financial assistance to
Kumar's kin.

On Sunday night, a colleague
found Kumar hanging from a
ceiling hook in the UNI's office
here. Oninformation, police per-
sonnel arrived and they rushed
the photographer to the Kilpauk
Government Medical College
Hospital where he was declared
brought dead. Following au-
topsy, the body was handed over
to his family on Monday. Kumar
was 56 and he is survived by his
wife, son and a daughter.

Sources in UNI here said he
was facing financial trouble.

A photojournalist with over
30years’ experience, Kumar rose
through the ranks of UNI to be-
come its state bureau chief. He
had joined the news agency in
1986 and was the first photogra-
pher to become the head of the
agency in Tamil Nadu.

Leader of Opposition and top
AIADMK leader K Palaniswami
in his condolence had urged the
state government to provide an
assistance of Rs 25 lakh to
Kumar's family from a benevo-
lent fund for journalists.

Vineet Joshiis
CBSE chairman

New Delhi: Vineet Joshi, an addi-
tional secretary in the Ministry
of Education, has been assigned
the additional charge of the
Central Board of Secondary
Education chairperson, the min-
istry said on Monday. Joshi’s ap-
pointment comes as former
CBSE chair Manoj Ahuja was
made an OSD in the Department
of Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare. Joshi is also the director
general of the National Testing

Agency. ENS

Centre cuts agri-cess on crude palm oil

New Delhi: The Centre on
Monday said it has reduced the
Agri-cess on crude palm oil (CPO)
from 7.5 per cent to 5 per cent.
This will benefit the domesticed-
ible oil refiners and also check
prices of cooking oils, the Union
Ministry of Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution said.

THEDEATH of ayouthinacrude
bomb blast during a wedding
procession in Kannur district on
Sunday was the result of a wed-
ding prank, according to police.
Such dangerous pranks continue
to persist in several parts of north
Kerala despite awareness cam-
paigns, a police officer said.

On Sunday, 26-year-old
Jishnu died on the spot when a
crude bomb, hurled to create a
scare during the marriage pro-
cession, fell on him. This took
place barely 100 metres from the
bridegroom's house. Three oth-
ers sustained severe injuries.

The police probe has found
that the bomb was hurled by one
ofJishnu's friends, who was part
of the bridegroom's entourage.

Confirming findings of the
probe, Kannur city DCP Prince
Abraham said, “In the past, po-
lice and other organisations con-

ducted awareness campaigns
against such uncivilized prac-
tices. Now, we may have to think
of resuming such programmes.”

Wedding pranks are played by
friends of the bridegroom, gener-
ally meant to make fun of the
bride, bridegroom, their families
orguestsor give themembarrass-
ing moments.

Some of the pranks are: bride
and bridegroom forced to walk
barefoot, removing window or
door of their bedroom, taking
the couple out of the car and
forcing them to sit in the bucket
of an earth-mover, and busting
powerful crackers.

Referring to the Kannur inci-
dent, sources said on the eve of
the marriage, several men had
dressed up as women and
danced, creating nuisance for
even the women.

“The youth who got killed
along with his friends had been
active at the bridegroom’s house
on the eve of marriage. Froman-
other village, they were also in-
volved in an argument with the

INDIA, OMAN NAVY CHIEFS HOLD TALKS: Chief of Naval Staff
Admiral R Hari Kumar and Commander of the Royal Navy of
Oman Rear Admiral Saif Bin Nasser Bin Mohsin Al Rahbi in
New Delhi on Monday. On a “goodwill visit”, Rear Admiral Al
Rahbi held discussions with his Indian counterpart on “aven-
ues to further enhance cooperation between the Navies”. P11

Nashik man, set on fire by his
ex-lover, succumbs to injuries

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 14

A31-YEAR-OLD man from Nashik,
who was allegedly set ablaze by
his former girlfriend and her fam-
ily members on Friday, suc-
cumbed to his burn injuries on
Sunday. Nashik police, which had
earlier arrested the woman,
Kalyani Sonawane (23), and her
four family members on charges
of attempt to murder have now
booked them for murder. The
family members, comprising the

“With a view to provide fur-
ther relief to consumers and to
keep in check any further rise in
the prices of domestic edible oils
due torise in the prices of edible
oils globally, the Government of
India has reduced the agri-cess for
Crude Palm Oil from 7.5% to 5%
with effect from 12th February,

woman's mother Nirmala, father
Gokul and two elder brothers —
Hemant and Prasad —are alleged
to have set Gorakh Bachav ablaze
as they believed that he had ear-
lier sabotaged her attempt to get
married and was threatening to
dosoagain.

Theincident took place Friday
afternoon at Lohaner village in
the Devla Taluka of Nashik.

According to police, Bachav, a
plumber by profession, was stand-
ing in the market area when
Kalyani’s family members also
reached the spotand attacked him.

bridegroom's neighbours over
playing music. The tiff had re-
sulted inascuffle, but was settled
before the wedding eve celebra-
tions were over,” said a source.

“Jlishnu and his friends had
brought crackers and it appears
theyalsomade some crude bombs
for the marriage day. They wanted
to scare the people, but it resulted
inthe death of one of them.”

CPI(M) legislator M Vijin, who
represents Kalliasseri assembly
segment in Kannur, said there
should be strong awareness pro-
gramme against this practice. “The
incidents have come down. Buta
section of youngsters behave un-
der the influence of drugs and
liquor, causing uncomfortable mo-
ments during marriage celebra-
tions. The families of the couple
would have limitations to inter-
vene openly.If someone questions
such mischief, the situation may
goout of control,” he said.

Kannur district Congress pres-
ident Martin George alleged that
those involved got training from
the CPI(M)in bomb making.

Kerala govt clears
BJP man as Gov
aide; with dissent
SHAJU PHILIP

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
FEBRUARY 14

BJP STATE committee member
Hari SKarthawas on Monday ap-
pointed as the additional personal
assistant for Governor Arif Moha-
mmed Khan. Accepting the pro-
posal from the Governor, the
CPI(M)-led state government reg-
istered its dissent, saying such an
appointment of a political leader
in Raj Bhavan is unprecedented.

This comes a week after the
Governor gave assent for a contro-
versial Ordinance, which dilutes
the Kerala Lokayukta’s powers.
The Governor signed the
Ordinance three weeks afterarec-
ommendation from state Cabinet.

The appointment may trigger
heat as Opposition Congress has
alleged “quid pro quo between
government and Governor on
many issues”.

The general administration
department, inits order appoint-
ing Kartha, said, “There is no
precedent of appointing of per-
sons who are actively involved in
politics or who owe allegiance to
political parties or organisations...
in the Raj Bhavan and it is desir-
able to adhere to the prevailing
norms.” It said the government
accepted the proposal only be-
cause the Governor expressed his
desire to appoint Kartha.

TEEN'’S SUICIDE IN THANJAVUR

SCrejects TN govt appeal
against High Court order,
allows CBl to investigate

ANANTHAKRISHNANG.
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

THE SUPREME Court on
Monday rejected the objections
raised by Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to the Madras High
Court’s order transferring inves-
tigation into the death of a stu-
dent of a school in Michaelpatti,
Thanjavur, to CBI.

The girl had died by suicide, but
there were allegations that she
was under pressure by school au-
thorities to convert to Christianity.

A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Bela M Trivedi said
that “in view of what all has hap-
pened, it may not be appropriate
for us to interject the investiga-
tion by CBI".

The top court, however, issued
notice on grievances expressed
against certain observationsinthe
HCorder against the state police.

“Issue notice returnable in
four weeks. Counter-affidavit to
be filed in two weeks. Rejoined
in one week. In the meanwhile,
investigation will continue in
terms of the impugned order,”
the bench ordered.

The court was hearing an ap-
peal filed by Tamil Nadu’s Director

General of Police, challenging the
January 31, 2022 order of the
Madurai bench of Madras HC,
which transferred the probe to CBL

At the outset, the bench
pointed out that there were two
aspects of the matter: first, about
certain observations in the im-
pugned judgement; and second,
transfer of the probe to CBL

Justice Khanna asked senior
advocate Mukul Rohatgi, whowas
representing the state govern-
ment, which of these was the State
aggrieved by.

Rohatgi replied that he was
aggrieved by both. At this, Justice
Khanna said, “As far as that is
concerned, really speaking, in
view of what all has happened,
(a)number of things which have
happened, may not be appropri-
ate for us to interject the investi-
gation by CBL”

Thebenchsaid it willissue no-
tice on the question of observa-
tions in the judgement.

Rohatgi said, “This was not a
case which had any other ramifi-
cations. Unfortunately, a case of
suicide by poison. The HC inter-
feres and day-to-day orders are
passed — that police should do this
today, do this tomorrow... The dy-
ingdeclarationisonrecord.Isitnot

an exceptional case in the light of
the decision in the State of West
Bengal vs DK Jain?”

“Thisis notacase which should
reflect on police,” he submitted.
“This is not a case where some
sidesare being taken.Itis nota po-
litical issue, or any other issue for
thatmatter. Why suchabigissueis
being created about it?”

The bench did not agree and
said theHC doesn’t pass orders just
like that. It reiterated thatit will ex-
amine the other aspect.

As senior advocate P Wilson,
who also appeared for the State,
sought to question the HC order,
Justice Khanna remarked, “As far
as investigation by CBI (is con-
cerned), there is a lot of things
which have happened inbetween.
Letit go on. You have collected ev-
idence, that be passed on to CBL.”

“As far as certain observations
against the police and certain ob-
servations which go on to the
meritof the matter, we don’twant
toelaborate at this stage. We have
ourselves said we are issuing no-
tice,” the courtadded.

Wilson said the state govern-
ment was not a party in the pro-
ceedings. But Justice Khanna said
that “policeis a party”.

HC HEARING TODAY
BJP leader says
minister had
physical relations
with her on
marriage pretext

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, FEBRUARY 14

THE GUJARAT High Court is due
to hear a petition Tuesday by a
leader of BJP women'’s wing,
seeking registration of an FIR
againsta MLA, whois now amin-
ister in the Gujarat government,
for allegedly establishing physi-
cal relationship with her on the
promise of marriage and later
spurning her as she is a Dalit.
The petitioner has alleged
that the MLA had met her on the
pretext of “party work”, taken
her phone number and asked
her to meet him in the MLA
quarters in Gandhinagar in 2020.
“He talked sweetly and told
me that he was impressed with
my social service activities... Tam
ready toacceptyouas my wife'...1
asked if he can accept me since |
am fromaScheduled Casteand he
isaThakor Darbar...he said he was
ready to accept me and leave his
wife,” said her application before
the DGP adding then they had a
physical relationshipin July 2020.
According to the woman, the
MLA did not contact her for the
next 2-3 months and when she
called him, he broke up with her
allegedly citing his position in
the party and government, as
well as their different castes.

2022, the ministry said. “After re-
duction of the agri-cess, the im-
port tax gap between CPO and
Refined Palm Oil hasincreased to
8.25%. Theincrease in the gap be-
tween the CPO and Refined Palm
Qil will benefit the domestic re-
finingindustry toimport crude oil
for refining,” it said. ENS

Vi La
Varthana Finance Private Limited
(Formerly known as M/s. Thirumeni Finance Private Ltd.,)
Website www.varthana.com, Email: care@varthana.com
Phone: 080-68455777, Branch Office : No. 1162 & 1163,
Tower B-1, 11th Floor, Spaze | Tech Park,

Sector 49, Sohna Road, Gurugram 122018.
CORRIGENDUM

In reference to Auction Sale Notice Published
on : 12-02-2022 with regard to M/s. Gautham
Convent Middle School, Gurugram,
inadvertently we have mentioned Tender Fees
to be submitted in Indore Office, it should be
read as Gurugram Office, other-things
remains unchanged.
The Authorised Officer
Varthana Finance Pvt. Ltd., Gurugram

FEDERAL BANK

YOLUE PERFECT AasXING PARTRER
LCRD Kolkata Division,
91A/1, Park Street, 1st Floor, Avani Signature, Kolkata 700016
Phone: 033-68151676, Email: kollcrd@federalbank.co.in
Website: www.federalbank.co.in, CIN: L65191KL1931PLC000368

POSSESSION NOTICE
Where as (For immovable property)

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of The Federal Bank
Ltd. under the Securitization & Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (hereinafter referred
to as Act) and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) of
the said Act read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002 (hereinafter referred to as Rules) issued a demand notice
dated 10.11.2021, calling upon the borrowers, 1) Mr. Pankaj Kumar S/o
Mr. Ram Vinay Singh, and, 2) Mrs. Nigam Kumari \W/o Mr. Pankaj Kumar
both residing at a) Chhoti Rukanpura, Sundar Nagar, Nala Par, Patna,
Bihar- 800014, and also at b) Village & Post: Masaudha, Thana Paliganj,
District- Patna, Bihar- 801110, to repay, jointly and severally, the amount
mentioned in the notice being:

1) Rs.19,40,753.00 (Rupees Nineteen Lacs Forty Thousand Seven
Hundred and Fifty Three Only) as on 31.10.2021 in your loan a/c no.
19235500000030, and, 2) Rs.21,19,846.00 (Rupees Twenty One Lacs
Nineteen Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty Six Only) as on
04.11.2021, in your loan a/c no. 19237300000061, with Branch Patna,
Rajabazar of the Bank, within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said
notice. The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby
given to the borrowers and the public in general that the undersigned
has taken possession of the property described herein below in
exercise of powers conferred on him/her under section 13(4) of the said
Act read with rule 8 of the said Rules on this the 10th day of February
in the year 2022. The borrower/s’ attention is invited to the provisions
of section 13(8) of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the
secured asset (security property). The borrowers in particular and public
in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any
dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of The Federal
Bank Ltd. for the following amounts: 1) Rs.20,01,715.00 (Rupees Twenty
Lacs One Thousand Seven Hundred and Fifteen Only) as on
31.12.2021 in your loan a/c no. 19235500000030, and, 2) Rs.21,49,222.00
(Rupees Twenty One Lacs Forty Nine Thousand Two Hundred
and Twenty Two Only) as on 07.01.2022, in your loan a/c no.
19237300000061, with further interest & cost thereon.

Description of the Inmovable Property

All that piece and parcel of residential Land admeasuring 2.812 decimals
equivalent to 18 Dhur, with a construction thereon, within Mouza:
Dhanaut Rupaspur, Touzi No. 5553, Thana No. 20, Computer Code No.
078, Khata No. 125, Khasra Plot No. 2562, Jamabandi No. 9200 in the
year 2015-16, Mutation case No. 5670 in the year 2012-13, Thana
Phulwari, Circle: Danapur, District Patna, registered in the name of
Mr. Pankaj Kumar, more and fully described in SALE DEED no. 12210
dated 04.12.2015, registered with Sub Registry Office, Danapur,
Distrct: Patna, Bihar. The aforesaid property, is butted and bounded on
the North: By 16 ft. wide Road and then Property of Uday Paswan; West:
Property of Sri Madan Mohan sinha; East: By 3 feet wide Road then
Property of Rajendra Mahto; and South: Property of Sri Birendra Yadav.

Date: 10.02.2022 For The Federal Bank Ltd.
Place: Kolkata (Authorised Officer under SARFAESI Act, 2002)

‘/ NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

Particulars

Quarter Ended

(A Government of India Undertaking)

Regd. Office: SCOPE Complex, Core-lll, 7, Institutional Area, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110 003
Website: www.nationalfertilizers.com, CIN-L74899DL1974GO1007417

STANDALONE

EXTRACT FROM THE UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS (STANDALONE AND CONSOLIDATED)
FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED 31°" DECEMBER 2021

Nine Months Ended Year Ended Quarter Ended Nine Months Ended

21 20 | 31032021 | 30092021 | 51-12:2020.
(Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) (Unaudlted (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Unaudited)

(X in Lakhs)
CONSOLIDATED
Year Ended

31-03-2021
(Audited)

1 | Total Income from operations 509960 370119 294409 1144117 896571 1193900 509960 370119 294409 1144117 896571 1193900
2 | Net Profit/ (Loss) from operations before 1155 7465 7775 8117 34677 34346 (2017) 3522 7551 (7993) 34071 33091
exceptional items and tax
3 | Net Profit/ (Loss) before tax after 1155 7465 7775 8117 34677 34346 (2017) 3522 7551 (7993) 34071 33091
exceptional items
Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period after tax 864 5577 5513 6003 25267 24963 (2308) 1634 5289 (10107) 24661 23708
5 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period 865 5579 5442 6007 25057 25050 (2307) 1636 5218 (10103) 24451 23795
(Comprising Profit/ (Loss) and Other
Comprehensive Income for the period)
Equity Share Capital 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058
Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve) 168086 164961
as shown in the Audited Balance Sheet of
the previous year
8 | Earning Per Share (of ¥ 10/- each)*
(a) Basic 0.18 1.14 1.12 1.22 5.15 5.09 (0.47) 0.33 1.08 (2.06) 5.03 4.83
(b) Diluted 0.18 1.14 1.12 1.22 5.15 5.09 0.47) 0.33 1.08 (2.06) 5.03 4.83
*Not annualised in case of quarterly / nine months figures.

Place: Noida
Date: February 14, 2022

7/'

Azadl Ka

Amrit Mahotsav

NFL : FARMERS' FRIEND, NATION'S PRIDE

Note : The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly/Yearly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations 2015. The full
format of the Quarterly/Yearly Financial Results are available on the Stock Exchanges websites, www.nseindia.com and www.bseindia.com and website of the Company www.nationalfertilizers.com.

For and on behalf of Board of Directors

Sd/-

(Nirlep Singh Rai)
Chairman & Managing Director
DIN : 08725698

Advertisement No. 23/2022
Government of India
Public Enterprises Selection Board
invites applications for the post of
DIRECTOR (FINANCE)
in
BHARAT SANCHAR NIGAM LIMITED
Last date of receipt of applications in PESB is
by 1500 hours on 20th April, 2022.
For details login to website
http://www.pesh.gov.in

EXPRESS

daleers

suaz - Banks Board Bureau

= 2PN Chal
BunRgam

An Autonomous Body of Government of India

B invites application for the position of

DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR (LENDING AND PROJECT FINANCE),
DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR (CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER) &
DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR (CHIEF RISK OFFIGER)

OF
NATIONAL BANK FOR FINANCING INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT

The Institution: The National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development
(NaBFID) was established in 2021 as the principal development financial institution
and development bank for infrastructure financing in India.

The Deputy Managing Director shall hold office for a term not exceeding five years and
shall be eligible for re-appointment subject to the overall term not exceeding ten years;
provided that he/she shall not hold office after attaining the age of sixty-two years.
Eligibility criteria:

(A) The candidate should be in the age group of 45 to 55 years as on January 31,2022
with education qualification of Post-graduate or equivalent or professional
qualification of CA/ MBA or equivalent; and

(B) should have a minimum experience of 20 years in mainstream banking or financial
lending business such as SCBs, AlFls, NBFCs or multilateral institutions as on January
31, 2022 of which, should have minimum experience in relevant areas as mentioned
inthe detailed advertisement.

For details of the other eligibility terms and conditions, please see the detailed
advertisement on https://banksboardbureau.org.in/ under the "Vacancies &
Recommendations" tab

How to apply: Interested candidates can apply online through the link available on
https://banksboardbureau.org.in/ under the "vacancies & recommendations" tab.
Last date of application: 5:00 pm on 21-Mar-2022

Note: All further announcements/details including corrigendum, if any, about this process
will be published/provided on our official website https://banksboardbureau.org.in.

SHRI GOVIND GURU UNIVERSITY

(Established vide Gujarat Act No. 24/2015)

Government Polytechnic Campus Gadukpur, Godhara - 389001
Dist. Panchmahal-Gujarat

No.SGGU/ESTA/VC/2022/11641 Date : 12/02/2022

CALL FOR APPLICATION/NOMINATION
FOR VICE CHANCELLOR

The Government of Gujarat vide its extra ordinary Gazette
Notification No. 26, notified Gujarat Act No. 24 of 2015 for
establishment of Shri Govind Guru University (SGGU), an
affiliating State University on 16th September 2015. The Head-
quarter of the University is Godhra, Dist. Panchmahal. The
affiliated colleges of this university offer education in the branch
of Arts, Commerce, Science, Law, Management, Education,
Architecture, Design, Medicine, etc.

Applications are invited for the Vice Chancellor, Shri Govind Guru
University. The Vice Chancellor shall be the principal executive
and academic officer of the University. The Person applying for
the post is expected possessing the highest level of competence,
integrity, morals and institutional commitment. A person shall
be an eminent academician having Ph.D degree with a ten years
of experience as a Professor OR A distinguished academician
having Ph.D. Degree with a minimum of twelve years of
academic/educational administrative experience in a
University, reputed academic or administrative or research
institution or organization.

The application /Nomination in the prescribed form should be
submitted in sealed envelope clearly marked as “Application
/Nomination for the Vice Chancellor’s position” addressed to
The Chairman, Search Committee, Registrar’s Office, Shri
Govind Guru University, Govt. Polytechnic Campus, RTO road,
Gadukpur, Godhra-389001 Panchmahals on or before Dt.
21/02/2022. The copy of the same be sent via email on
chairman.sc@sggu.ac.in. For Further details please visit
www.sggu.ac.in.

The Search Committee reserves the rights to consider any
application / nomination. The search committee may consider a
person of eminence even if he/she has not applied/nominated.

Place : Godhra -SD-
Dated : 12.02.2022 REGISTRAR (1/C)
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‘WORDLY WISE
MUSIC EXPRESSES THAT WHICH CANNOT BE PUT
INTO WORDS AND THAT WHICH CANNOT REMAIN

SILENT.

—VIcTOR HUGO
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

INSURING INDIA

LICIPO may help government achieve disinvestment target. But
respect its autonomy for the corporation to realise its potential

FTER MUCH UNCERTAINTY, the Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC)

has filed its Draft Red Herring Prospectus (DRHP) with the Securities and

Exchange Board of India (SEBI). The initial public offering is for 31.6 crore

shares or 5 per cent of the government’s stake. As per the DRHP, LIC's em-
bedded value — a measure of the consolidated shareholders value in an insurance com-
pany— has been estimated at Rs 5.39 lakh crore. While the offer price is yet to be dis-
closed, insurance companies typically tend to trade at a multiple of their embedded value.
Thus the IPO will likely dwarf the recent Paytm offering, which had shattered the record
for the largest offering. A successful fructification of the IPO by March would help the
government achieve its scaled down disinvestment target of Rs 78,000 crore of which it
has only been able to garner Rs 12,030 crore so far.

The size of the insurance behemoth is truly staggering. As of March 31, 2021, LIC had
a66.2 per cent market share in new business premiums, a 74.6 per cent share in individ-
ual policiesissued, and a 81.1 per cent share of number of group policies issued for 2020-
21.Though, increasingly LIC has been ceding space to private players — between 2015-16
and 2020-21, private sector life insurance players saw their premiums grow at 18 per
cent, while LIC’s premium grew at 9 per cent — Indiais still an under-penetrated market.
The country’s insurance density is much lower than that of other developing countries
which indicates scope for growth.

The IPO comes at a time of tightening global financial conditions. Foreign investors have
already pulled out billions this year. And though it is bound to generate interest, there
are concerns about the capacity of the market to absorb such a large offering. Further,
considering that in the past, LIC has often been used by the government to serve its own
ends — forinstance, it helped bail out the troubled IDBI bank — there are legitimate con-
cerns that its investment decisions may continue to be guided by other motives. As the
DRHP notes: The “corporation may be required to take certain actions in furtherance of
the Gol's economic or policy objectives. There can be no assurance that such actions
would necessarily be beneficial to our Corporation.” While a listing on the exchanges will
open LIC’s governance structures and investment decisions to public scrutiny, continued
government interference in its decision making will affect the corporation’s prospects. The
steep discounts that public sector companies trade at when compared to their private
sector counterpartsis a reflection of this pattern. Considering that LIC is a custodian of the
policy holder’s money, the government must resist the temptation of using its coffers for
its own purpose.

THE FEDERAL PUSH

Tamil Nadu CM hints at a platform of regional parties, its
contours will emerge only after assembly polls

AMIL NADU CHIEF Minister M K Stalin’s statement that a convention of non-

NDA CMsis planned in Delhi suggests that a federal front may be in the making.

Stalinalso mentioned that he had a conversation with West Bengal CM Mamata

Banerjee on the subject. The proposed convention follows Stalin’s recent state-
ment that the DMK intends to float a platform to further the cause of social justice. On a par-
allel note, Telangana CM KCR said he would hold discussions with his Maharashtra counter-
part, Uddhav Thackeray, and Banerjee on the need for Opposition parties to unite against the
BJP. Rao has in recent times upped the ante against the BJP and turned friendly towards the
Congress. Clearly, these regional leaders seem to be working towards a common anti-BJP
front ahead of the 2024 general election.

The souring of Centre-state relations on arange of issues — from the role of investiga-
tive agencies to GST, IAS cadre rules, and most recently, sharing of PDS data — has pro-
vided animpetus to the making of the federal front. The Opposition has been complain-
ing that the Centre has been chipping away at the powers of the states. CMs in West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Kerala etc. have been complaining that their respec-
tive governors are encroaching on the rights of the elected government, perhaps at the
behest of the Centre. The BJP, driven by a unitarian vision of the republic and a majority
in the Lok Sabha, has not concealed its ambitions towards expanding its footprint elec-
torally and having its say in governance. Leaders like KCR sense that the BJP now occu-
pies the pole position in Indian politics and expect it to emerge as the main foe in their
strongholds. The SP, RJD and JMM, the ruling party in Jharkhand, too are likely to think
along similar lines and back a regional front.

Surely, the contours of the federal front are likely to emerge in March when the re-
sults to five assembly elections are out. Whether the Congress has a role to play in this
front will depend on how it performs in these states. Conversely, gains for the BJP in the
assembly polls would deflate the ambitions of the Opposition leaders. However, the
Opposition initiative will need a glue for various regional players to stay together: Similar
attempts in the past have failed to take off because they could provide neither a com-
pelling vision nor a persuasive agenda to be seen as a viable alternative to the BJP. Just
being anti-BJP may not a glue make.

SOUND AND SENSIBILITY

A Cambridge University study posits correlation between musical
tastes and personality types. What a waste

CADEMIA, IN ALL its esoteric glory, can be rightfully criticised for locking

itselfin an ivory tower, behind a moat of jargon and gates barred with snob-

bery. But there is such a thing as an over-correction, of pandering so much

to the popular tastes so as to become irrelevant. A study from the University
of Cambridge crosses that line, and is intellectually at par with — and as useful as — on-
line personality quizzes a la “Which Hogwarts house do you belong to?” and “Which
1990s action movie best describes you?”

The study, which had over 3,50,000 participants from 50 countries, claims that con-
temporary music tastes show a strong correlation with personality types — “between
extraversion and contemporary music; between conscientiousness and unpretentious
music; between agreeableness and mellow and unpretentious music; and between open-
ness and mellow, contemporary, intense and sophisticated music” — across the globe.
Then there are surprises, like the fact that neuroticism is associated with “intense” mu-
sic. Inessence, extroverts love Ed Sheeran and Beyonce while neurotics brood over Nirvana.

There is, evidently, an excess of funds at Cambridge. A vast survey to figure out what
kind of music people are into makes sense for Apple or Amazon music, perhaps, but does
it for auniversity? More importantly, why are researchers engaged in what barely passes
for pop psychology? It was bad enough that HR departments took pleasure in adminis-
tering nonsense personality tests like the Myers-Briggs, must universities descend to “lis-
ticles” in order to ruin the joys of music? Most importantly, perhaps, it is annoying when
anyone over the age of 18 searches for the meaning of their existence in pop music. It's al-
right for research to be more down to earth, but that doesn’t mean it needs to plumb the
depths. Anyway, there’s an easy way to test the Cambridge correlation. Just listen to “Single
Ladies” and wait to become the outgoing life of the party.
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The new Look

Strengthening engagement with Indo-Pacific, stronger

partnerships can enhance India’s reach and impact

East policy

C RajA MOHAN

ANIMMINENT EARLY harvest trade deal with
Australia and the sale of the Brahmos super-
sonic cruise missile systems to the Philippines
lend asharper edge to India’s engagement with
the Indo-Pacific. A new emphasis on strategic
trade liberalisation and the turn to military ex-
ports should begin to plug two major weak-
nesses in India’s regional strategy. The two
agreements should also widen the focus of
India’s Indo-Pacific debate from the current
obsession with the nature of India’s partner-
shipwith the US and itsimplications for Delhi’s
“strategic autonomy”.

India’s Indo-Pacific strategy walks on two
legs — strengthening its national engagement
with the region, and stronger partnerships
with like-minded nations. The former elevates
India’s salience in the Indo-Pacific and raises
Delhi’s value for its partners. Coalitions and
partnerships, in turn, help boost India’s na-
tional capabilities, enhance its reach and im-
pact. This approach is quite different from the
metaphysics of the past that focused on the
presumed need to hold up a particular ideol-
ogy rather than a hard-headed pursuit of na-
tional interests.

India’s novel approach fits well with the US
strategy. Contrary to the widespread percep-
tion in Delhi that Washington is trying to “en-
trap” Indiainto analliance, the US is not hand-
ing out fresh security commitments. Alliances
involve serious legal, political, and military ob-
ligations and are not taken lightly in
Washington. Nor is the US collecting more
“camp followers” in the Indo-Pacific. Itis look-
ingatpartners and like-minded countries that
have the strategic incentive, political agency,
and material capability to contribute to re-
gional security.

The new Indo-Pacific Strategy document
issued by the Biden administration last week
admits that the US objectives of a “free and
open, connected, prosperous, secure, and re-
silient” Indo-Pacific “cannot be accomplished”
by the US acting alone. It insists that the
“changing strategic circumstances and historic
challenges require unprecedented coopera-
tion with those who share in this vision.” This
recognition is complemented by an apprecia-
tion of India’s capability — current and poten-
tial — in shaping strategic outcomes in the
Indo-Pacific.

Administrations in the US during the last

In the past, the US security
policy was tied to a series of
bilateral alliances. Now it is
ready for a more networked
regional architecture.
Contrary to the Indian
image of the Quad as a rigid
alliance, the US strategy is to
‘work in flexible groupings
that pool our collective
strength to face up to the
definingissues of our time’.
Put simply, an India that
seeks to be aleading power
in the region will be a better
partner for the US than an
India that is weak and
defensive.

two decades have bet on the proposition that
a strong India that can stabilise Asia and the
Indo-Pacific serves American regional inter-
ests. The Biden administration strategy docu-
ment reaffirms that thesis by highlighting the
goal of supporting “India’s continued rise and
regional leadership”. The strategy seeks to
work with India “through regional groupings
to promote stability in South Asia; collaborate
innew domains, such as health, space,and cy-
berspace; deepen our economic and technol-
ogy cooperation, and contribute to a free and
openIndo-Pacific.” The US acknowledges that
“India is a like-minded partner and leader in
South Asiaand the Indian Ocean, activeinand
connected to Southeast Asia, a driving force of
the Quad and other regional fora, and an en-
gine for regional growth and development.”

The emphasis on India is special but by no
means exclusive. Of greater import is the US
objective of encouraging “allies and partners
to strengthen their ties with one another”. In
the past, the US security policy was tied toa se-
ries of bilateral alliances. Now it is ready for a
more networked regional architecture.
Contrary to the Indian image of the Quad as a
rigid alliance, the US strategy is to “work in flex-
ible groupings that pool our collective strength
to face up to the defining issues of our time”.
Put simply, an India that seeks to be a leading
powerinthe region will be a better partner for
the US than an India that is weak and defen-
sive.India’s capacity tolead the region, in turn,
depends on its national capabilities and plug-
gingits major internal weaknesses —especially
in the domains of trade and security.

Delhi’s decision to walk away from the
Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) — an Asia-wide free trade
agreement — at the end of 2019 and its new
emphasis on Atmanirbhar Bharat, or a “self-
reliantIndia”, have generated widespread con-
cerns about India returning to protectionist
ways. Official Delhi in contrast argues that this
is not a return to the past, but a new determi-
nation to strengthen domestic manufacturing
capability hollowed out by an uncritical pur-
suit of globalisation. Even as it walked away
from the China-led RCEP, Delhi is now looking
toliberalise trade relations with strategic part-
ners like Australia. India has also intensified
trade talks with the UAE, Israel and the UK.
India and the EU too have taken a political de-

cision to resume talks on a long-stalled FTA.
But sceptics would want to see the quality of
the agreements that are likely to come out of
these negotiations. They also point to the dif-
ficulties of finalising more consequential agree-
ments with India’s leading economic partners
—the EUand the US.

Trade economists argue that bilateral pacts
can’t be a substitute for larger regional agree-
ments — India is not part of any today. Delhi is
also not on the same page as its partners like
the US, EU, Japan, and Australia on the emerg-
ing digital trade issues. Yet, the strategic trade
pacts on the anvil today are amajor stepin the
right direction.

Although India has had active military
diplomacy recently, it has been hobbled by the
inability to export weapons to friendly nations
inthe region. This was rooted in India’s inade-
quate domestic defence industrial base. Delhi
is now trying to ramp up defence production
at home as well as promote arms exports.

While these policies will take time to bear
fruit, Delhi has discarded the prolonged polit-
ical hesitation in selling the Brahmos missiles
toChina’s neighbours. Last month, India signed
an agreement worth $375 million to supply
the Philippines with three missile batteries of
the shore-based anti-ship version of the
Brahmos. While these batteries will not make
any dent in the military balance between
Manila and Beijing, it opens the door foramore
active Indian engagement with hard security
issuesin Asia. India’s new quest for military ex-
ports is also in tune with the US Indo-Pacific
strategy’s emphasis on working with partners
in “finding new opportunities to link our de-
fence industrial bases, integrating our defence
supply chains, and co-producing key technolo-
gies that will shore up our collective military
advantages.”

There is great synergy between the US de-
sire to “empower allies and partners as they
take onregional leadership roles themselves”
and India’sambition to play alargerrole in the
Indo-Pacific. Simultaneous pursuit of stronger
national capability and more active participa-
tion in coalitions are interconnected parts in
realising that Indian ambition.

Thewriter is Senior Fellow, Asia Society Policy
Institute, Delhi and contributing editor on
international affairs for The Indian Express

SHAH BANO, NOT SHAH BANO

Then, as now, powerful forces mobilised groups of men against women'’s choice

JYOTI PUNWANI

WILLTHE hijab controversy become another
Shah Bano moment? That we'll know only af-
ter the Supreme Court decides because nei-
ther side is likely to accept an adverse High
Courtruling.

Asthings stand, the comparisonis notapt.
In 1985, alone divorcee was pitted against the
male leadership of her community. While
these orthodox men had the tacit backing of
the ruling party, Shah Bano could get the sup-
port of just a few courageous Muslims.
Isolated, as lakhs of men rallied against her on
the streets, the 69-year-old finally succumbed
and rejected the Supreme Court order which,
following both law and precedent, had granted
heramonthly maintenance of Rs 179.20tobe
paid by her affluent husband. This victory had
come after seven years, but she gave it up be-
cause, as she told this reporter, “I don’t want
khoon kharaba in my name.”

If the Goliath then was the Muslim
Personal Law Board, which mobilised lakhs of
Muslim men, today the Goliath is the BJP gov-
ernment in Karnataka, which has mobilised
groups of male students to violently intimi-
date the young Muslim women who have un-
tilnow, never been stopped from entering col-
lege in hijabs.

No wonder, then, that democratically-
minded citizens are rallying around today’s
Davids, beit the gutsy Muskan of Mandyawho
didn’t back off even when surrounded by a
pack of saffron-scarf-wearing hounds, or the
small groups of girls who found the gates of
their colleges suddenly closed to thembecause

Did it have to come to this?
The Udupi college, where it
all started, had no rule
banning the hijab, though
only a few had worn it in
class earlier. The
management may have
eventually given in to the
girls, but that would have
required discreet
negotiations, the kind that
routinely take place between
parents and principals
without political parties
stepping in. That wasn't
allowed to happen.

of ashow of strength earlier by male students
wearing saffron scarves. Thataction wasasar-
bitrary and unfair as the Karnataka govern-
ment’s sudden order mandating a uniform in
government educational institutions,and ban-
ning anything that goes against the “idea of
equality, integrity and unity and affects law
and order”.

Canagovernment suddenly issue such an
orderinthe middle of an academicyear? How
does law and order get affected by the pres-
ence of a hijab-clad student,and if it does, who
isresponsible? These questions will undoubt-
edlybe discussed in court, but so will the more
controversial questions on whether the hijab
is an integral part of Islam; and whether the
order violates fundamental rights. Will the los-
ing side accept the Supreme Court’s decision?

Shah Bano’s repudiation of the Supreme
Court order granting her maintenance led to
the passing of alaw which, going against both
women'’s rights and secularism, excluded
Muslim women from the benefits of a legal
provision available to all divorced women.
What followed was even worse. Inanotheract
of appeasement, this time aimed at Hindu fa-
natics, the locks of the Babri Masjid were
opened, boosting the Ayodhya movement.

Will the outcome of the hijab controversy
be equally fearsome? On the one side are those
who swear by “religiousidentity”, on the other,
apowerful ruling party determined to obliter-
ate all but Hindu identity.

Did it have to come to this? The Udupi col-
lege, where it all started, had no rule banning

the hijab, though only a few had worn itinclass
earlier. The management may have eventually
given in to the girls, but that would have re-
quired discreet negotiations, the kind that rou-
tinely take place between parents and princi-
palswithout political parties stepping in. That
wasn't allowed to happen. The moment the
students approached the Campus Front of
India, the issue not only became political, but
one that suited the BJP. A radical Muslim out-
fit for whom “Muslim identity” overrides
everything is the BJP’s dream opponent.

Incidentally, parents in Mumbai have of-
ten got the Shiv Sena or MNS to pressure con-
vent schools todeclare holidays for the Ganpati
festival —also projected asademand related to
“religious rights”. Progressive sections have
never sided with them. But today, the coun-
try’s Leftists, liberals, and feminists find them-
selves standing shoulder to shoulder with or-
ganisations that support the Taliban, carry out
Islamic punishments for “blasphemy” and ha-
rass Muslim girls who wear jeans in colleges.
These organisations are invited on media chan-
nels as the young women'’s spokespersons, the
same way that the most regressive male lead-
ers were allowed to become the voice of the
community against Shah Bano.

The tragedy of this situation is that those
who have struggled for decades to reduce re-
ligiosity in public spaces have beenreduced to
fighting for more of it. But is there a choice,
given the nature of the Goliath today?

The writer is asenior journalist

FEBRUARY 15,1982, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

CHARAN AND JAGJIVAN

CHARAN SINGH AND Jagjivan Ram on
Sunday commenced their political ride to-
gether with a joint appearance at a huge pub-
lic meeting in Hissar. The two leaders, whose
differences contributed to the disintegration
of the Janata Party, came in the same car from
Delhi to Hissar where they were given a tu-
multuous welcome by workers of the Lok
Dal and the Congress (]). But they said their
appearance together should not be con-
strued as an understanding for forthcoming
assembly elections or a precursor to the
merger of the Lok Dal and the Congress (J).
The two leaders said the present circum-

stances had forced them to come together.

PM ON PRESS

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi has ac-
cused the press in India of functioning as the
opposition. “It is not functioning as a free
press,” the PM said in an interview to the
Swedish television. Mrs Gandhi said: “The
press is the opposition in India... what is
called the national press. They lead the op-
position. Itis not just reporting. Their report-
ingis absolutely baseless.” Stating that it was
biased, Mrs Gandhi said the press was also
against her father Jawaharlal Nehru. “For a
country which is trying to pick itself up from

New Delhi

such a tremendous trauma of having under-
gone colonial rule, cynicism and pessimism
is very close to crime,” she said .

BANGLADESH FACTIONS

THE BANGLADESH PARLIAMENT begins its
winter session under the. shadow of a deep-
ening crisis in the ruling Bangladesh National
Party (BNP) and a growing role of the
National Security Council in state affairs. The
crisis mainly centres on President Abdul
Sattar’s formation of an 18-man council of
ministers replacing the old one in a declared
attempt to root out corruption in the min-

istry.
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THE IDEAS PAGE

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Data shows that since the pandemic, there has been a steady rise in the number
of suicide cases as well — the act considered a taboo isn’t widely discussed. Still,
suicide is a significant indicator of mental health problems prevalent in Nepal.”

—KATHMANDU POST

The bread-and-butter test

UP poll results will show if Hindutva and polarising rhetoric will be
enough to firewall the BJP from economic distress

ARATI R JERATH

MANDATE 2022 IN Uttar Pradesh may well
provide answers to a question that is assum-
ing urgency as efforts to revive the economy
continue to sputter, and the countdown to
the 2024 Lok Sabha election begins. Can pol-
itics be firewalled from the economy with a
steady diet of muscular majoritarianism and
tired old tropes about the Congress?

Set against the twin backdrops of visible
economic distress and an agrarian agitation of
the kind not seen for decades, the UP polls
have turned into a test case to determine the
point at which politics and economics inter-
sect. Or do they? The outcome in UP will ei-
ther bolster the BJP's conviction that its heady
Hindutva cocktail trumps bread-and-butter
issues or it will present the Opposition with
aplatform to put up a convincing fight in the
nextgeneral election, provided it can craft the
message from UP into an effective slogan.

The BJP knew that UP was going to be
tricky this time. There were too many signals
of distress from the ground and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's pre-election Santa
Claus act did little to alleviate voter worries.
The BJP’s response was to simply change the
terms of electoral engagement and revert to
the familiar tactics of polarisation. Its election
machine s firing onall cylinders, and fromall
directions, to blitz any talk of disappearing
jobs, rising prices and the devastation caused
by the pandemic.

For the first phase of polling, the BJP car-
pet-bombed western UP by sending all its
heavyweights, including Union ministers,
door-to-door. They resurrected yesterday’s
emotive issues and ignored the disquiet on
the ground. In Parliament, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi did not even attempt to de-
fend his government. He deflected all criti-
cism by training his guns on the Congress and
shrugged off responsibility for everything, in-
cluding the migration havoc during the first
Covid lockdown.

And from faraway Karnataka, the BJP fired
apotent salvo by raking up a blazing row over
the hijab. As Hindu-Muslim tensions rise in
the southern state, it is easy to join the dots
from Karnataka to UP and guess that the hi-
jab controversy has been pulled out like a rab-
bit from a magician’s hat to exacerbate com-
munal tensions in UP’s minority-dominated
pockets polling in the second phase.

The extent of economic distress on the
ground can be gauged from a survey pub-
lished in The Indian Express recently.
Conducted by Mumbai-based thinktank
People’s Research on India’s Consumer
Economy (PRICE), the report paints a heart-
breaking picture of the blow to income lev-
els of the bottom 40 per cent in the last five
years — that is between the years 2016 and
2021.1t'san eyeopener on how the poor have
fared through the double whammy of declin-
ing economic indicators post-demonetisa-
tion and a once-in-a-lifetime pandemic.

Although it is a national survey, its find-
ings can be extrapolated to understand
ground realities in UP, which ranks as one of
the country’s three poorest states, according
to NITI Aayog. Here are some startling facts.
The income level of the poorest 20 per cent
dived 53 per cent in five years while that of
the 20 per cent at the next level fell 32 per
cent. The rich reaped a windfall in the same
period. The income of the richest 20 per cent

households grew 39 per cent.

Now, contrast this with the decade before,
from 2005 to 2016. The survey highlights that
this decade saw the income of the poorest 20
per cent surge 183 per cent while that of the
richest 20 per cent grew 34 per cent. For the
poor, this meant an unprecedented annual
growth rate of 9.9 per cent in household in-
comes.

Itisreasonable to assume that most of the
poor hit by the five-year slump in incomes
belong to Dalit, OBC and Muslim communi-
ties. After all, these groups are at the bottom
of the pyramid everywhere. The question that
presents itself as UP goes to polls is whether
the steep fall in their economic status will in-
fluence their voting patterns in 2022.

Five years ago,in 2017, before income lev-
els started plunging, the BJP had swept to a
stunning victory, riding a wave of popular
support froma slew of Dalit and OBC groups.
While the cutting edge of its campaign was
Hindutva, the party worked on the ground to
stitch up a rainbow coalition of upper-castes,
non-Yadav backward castes and non-Jatav
Dalits. It was a project in progress since 2014
and culminated in the 2017 sweep. BJP got a
record 40 per cent vote share and 312 of the
403 assembly seats, something no party had
achieved in UP for more than three decades.
The social coalition held together in the 2019
parliamentary polls as well to give Modi a sec-
ond term with a bigger majority.

As the PRICE survey highlights, the
ground has shifted considerably since 2017.
The effects of demonetisation were already
pinching when the pandemic exploded like a

The BJP knew that UP was
going to be tricky this time.
There were too many signals
of distress from the ground
and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s pre-election
Santa Claus act did little to
alleviate voter worries. The
BJP’s response was to simply
change the terms of electoral
engagement and revert to the
familiar tactics of
polarisation. Its election
machine is firing on all
cylinders, and from all
directions, to blitz any talk of
disappearing jobs, rising
prices and the devastation
caused by the pandemic.

CR Sasikumar

nuclear bomb. Covid was the proverbial straw
that broke the camel’s back as economic ac-
tivity ground to a halt for two quarters in
2020-21, causing the GDP to shrink by 7.3 per
cent. The income of the poor contracted dras-
tically as small and medium enterprises went
bustand the service industry shut down. The
urban poor were the worst hit.

Elections inIndia have been fought tradi-
tionally on emotive appeals rather than eco-
nomic issues. UP, in particular, has been
trapped in the Mandal-Kamandal paradigm
for more than three decades now, withiden-
tity and communal motifs dominating the
narrative in every poll.

While Akhilesh Yadav and his Samajwadi
Party are trying to break out of this paradigm
by bringing the economy centre-stage in the
ongoing state polls, it remains to be seen
whether they are able to stay the course in
the face of the highly charged and polarising
campaign of the BJP. There are already signs
that Akhilesh s faltering, as the saffron narra-
tive slowly gains traction while the focus on
basicissues blurs.

Akhilesh could learn a trick or two from
his friend in neighbouring Bihar, R]D’s
Tejashwi Yadav, who led a spirited attack
against the BJP-JD(U) in the 2020 state polls,
with a one-line slogan promising 10 lakh gov-
ernment jobs to the youth. The R]D lost but
Tejashwi’s single-minded concentration on
the big economic issue of the day gave his op-
ponents several sleepless nights and nearly
won him the election.

The writer is a senior journalist
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One who joined the dots

Rahul Bajaj led industry with an eye for detail, awareness of big picture

NAUSHAD FORBES

GREAT MEN AND women can generally be
divided into two groups: There are the hel-
icopter-people, those who see the whole
landscape and make sense of the big pic-
ture for us lesser mortals. And there are
those who delve into the details, who make
sure that each piece is deeply and richly un-
derstood in all its nuance. God, we know,
lies in the details. Rahul Bajaj was unique
in his mastery of both the 30,000-foot view
and the small detail. His ability to see the
big picture was legendary, as he connected
the success of Indian industry with his
knowledge of Indian history and his con-
nections around the world. But he was
equally at home with the minutest detail.
As the Bajaj Group Chairman, he could spot
the misplaced comma that changed the
meaning of a board minute. I have person-
ally experienced the detail in planning a
dinner we hosted for the CII National
Council, down to the last bit of the menu
and the variety and brands of alcoholic bev-
erages.

Many have written of Rahul’s amazing
success in creating some of our most valu-
able companies, his essential contributions
in building CII and other institutions, of his

deep integrity, of his fearlessness, of his be-
ing the articulate voice of and for Indian in-
dustry and India in forums around the
world. Underlying this life of amazing
achievement was a warm, generous, forth-
right and principled human being who was
alot of fun. I know no one else who could
warm up a room as quickly by walking into
it. His entry brought zing to a board meet-
ing, sparkle to a dinner party, interest to a
conversation, and depth to an exchange of
letters. His forthright nature made some
fear him, but he was one of the most open
people I have met. If you pushed back and
argued with him, he would listen and re-
spect you. If you rolled over with your paws
in the air of the prevailing political winds, he
would, quite correctly, ignore you. The only
area where we differed was in the role of
protection for Indian industry. When |
wrote one of my articles criticising tariff in-
creases, he wrote to me saying he disagreed,
but also saying he liked the article and was
glad I had written it.

He was kind and generous. This showed
in the generosity of the Bajaj companies and
trusts (the group consistently ranks in the
top 10 CSR spenders in the country). He

chaired the CSR committees of the compa-
nies, knowing in detail which project was
being funded and why, and how it was
performing.

His forthrightness showed in the ex-
pression of his principles. This was his most
publicly appealing quality. His principles
showed in the way he operated, using a
Skoda car he kept in Delhi as he did not
want to show off when he went to
Parliament, refusing a personal attendant
till health left him no choice and not being
surrounded by assistants to carry his papers
and bags.

For me, and for all those who knew
Rahul well, his most endearing attribute
was his sense of fun. Even at 75, he was
among the last to leave a party and the last
on the dance floor. He loved telling stories
that had an aside, then an aside to the aside.
But Rahul would get back to the main story.
This takes a very powerful mind and con-
centration of unique proportions.

[ have dozens of fond memories of his
sense of fun and engagement, but my
warmest recollection is the CII President’s
Retreat in 2017 in Bhutan. We were a small
group, whichincluded Rahul Bajaj and Bodie

Nanda, who many refer to as CII's founder-
president. Rahul and Bodie were colleagues
in CII for 50 years. The weekend was one
long tennis match of playful insults, flying
back and forth between these two wonder-
ful human beings. If Bodie was CII's founder-
president, Rahul was its “owner”, a title he
disliked. We meant “owner” not only be-
cause he is the only person ever to be pres-
ident of Cll twice, and has been its most gen-
erous and engaged past-president. He was
the owner of the soul of CII, the one who en-
sured that we, as office-bearers, stayed true
to our principle of speaking for India first,
then for Indian industry, then for CII, and
never for our own firms. And, that all the
work we did within the institution as mem-
bers and secretariat reflected that purpose.
Rahul may have gone, but his principles
must always be with us. All of us who see
ourselves as his successors must be worthy
of what he espoused.

The writer is co-chairman, Forbes
Marshall; past president, CII; chairman of
Centre for Technology Innovation and
Economic Research and

Ananta Aspen Centre
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trickle-down

Itisincreasingly evident that
policies to increase pie and then
redistribute do not work
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ARUN MAIRA
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COMMENTS BY ECONOMISTS about the
budget explain the condition of the Indian
economy. They also reveal ideological divi-
sions about how the health of an economy
should be measured and the prescriptions
to improve it. The finance minister’s recti-
tude has been commended: There are no
“populist hand-outs” nor have taxes on in-
comes and wealth increased. There is agree-
ment thatinvestments in physical infrastruc-
ture will benefit the economy in the long run,
and in the short run too, by creating more
employment. However, there is fear that the
way the money will be used by the Centre
will disempower the states further, just
when they must do most of the heavy lifting
on public welfare. And, there is disappoint-
ment that allocations for health and social
security remain grossly inadequate.

Former Finance Minister P
Chidambaram summarised the budget as,
“No work, no welfare, only wealth”. Large
“wealth creators” are made free to create
wealth for themselves — wealth which, sup-
posedly, will trickle down to the masses.
Evidence from around the world is that the
economic policy paradigm, of first increas-
ing the overall size of the pie by reducing
taxes atthe top and then “redistributing” the
wealth, has not delivered benefits to people.
Trickle-down has dried up while gushing up
has increased, with policies to make it easy
for investors to do their business of making
more profits for themselves. Gandhiji had
declared that he was not against wealth cre-
ators. He lauded wealth creation. However, it
must not be at the cost of workers and wel-
fare. Wealth creators must be trustees of the
wealth they create, not its exclusive owners.

The Indian economy is suffering from a
chronic “demand-side” problem that is be-
coming worse with misguided economic
policies. Young people who have been get-
ting educated in larger numbers than before,
even learning vocational skills, cannot find
jobs.They are dropping out of the job market
seeing no hopeinit. The CMIE estimates that
in UP, the number of persons of working age
who have a job has decreased in the last five
years from 43 per cent to 33 per cent; in
Punjab from 49 per cent to 30 per cent; in
Goa from 49 per cent to 32 per cent; and in
Uttarakhand from 40 per cent to 30 per cent.
If people don’t earn, demand will not in-
crease, and investments in businesses will
not be attractive. Moreover, frustrated youth
are tinderboxes for social unrest.

Around the world, thereis reaction to the
financial globalisation of the last 30 years.
Speaking to leaders of the Confederation of
Indian Industry (ClI)in May 2007, then Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh, celebrated as the
freedom provider for business with the 1991
reforms, had warned: “The time has come
for the better-off sections of our society to
understand the need to make our growth
process more inclusive; to eschew conspic-
uous consumption; to care for those who are

less privileged.” He invited corporate India
to “be a partner in making ours a more hu-
mane and just society”. Business feared he
was returning India to “socialism”—a bogey
for neo-liberal economists and their
“Washington Consensus” of “minimum gov-
ernment”, “ease of doing business”, and
lower corporate and wealth taxes.

In his book, Davos Man, Peter Goodman
explains how the wealthiest people have in-
fluenced economic policies in democratic
countries from the 1990s to make them-
selves wealthier. Thomas Piketty has docu-
mented how wealth inequalities have in-
creased alarmingly in Capital and Ideology.
Wealth has accumulated at the top, with re-
gressive tax policies along with deregulation.
Government expenditure on social reforms
has been crimped. Piketty reveals how the
most inclusive periods of economic growth
— when a rising tide lifted all boats — have
always coincided with periods of high taxa-
tion of wealth to fund public education,
health, and social security. He also reveals
that when inequalities increase intolerably,
governments divide to rule and persecution
of minorities increases with politics of na-
tional identities.

Goodman says the “Davos Man” has
propagated the “cosmic lie” that “cutting
taxes and deregulating markets will not only
produce extra riches for the most affluent
but trickle benefits down to the lucky masses
— something that has, in real life, happened
zero times.”

He says the Davos Man “would have us
believe in a false binary choice as a defence of
the status quo, that we either accept global-
isation as we have known it for decades or
we throw in our lot with Luddites operating
in the thrall of backward ideas”.

The global economy must move on from
hyper-financial, deregulated capitalism,
which has given easy money too much free-
dom. Neo-liberal Indian economists also
frighten us with false binary choices: That
we must carry on the way we are, or we will
go back to the pre-1991 control era. They
must move out from their ideological ruts.
One, that until the economy grows there will
be noresources toinvest in human develop-
ment — whereas China invested in human
development before its economic take-off.
Two, that an unprepared industrial sector
will thrive in global free trade — whereas the
UK and US (and Japan and China too), grew
their industrial sectors behind walls of pro-
tection, and then demanded that the rest
open their markets to the might of their en-
terprises.

Political divisions by religion and caste
are tearing India’s social fabric again. The
Indian economy must grow inclusively to re-
pair it. To grow, it must make up for short-
falls in human development, and build do-
mestic industrial capabilities. Until then, it
will remain a colony for stronger countries
to expand their enterprises with their intel-
lectual property. India will remain strategi-
cally vulnerable against its mighty neighbour
across the border, which did not adopt Davos
Man'’s theories. Indian policymakers must
urgently discover India’s own, contextually
appropriate model of development and shed
defunct economic theories.

Thewriter is a former Planning
Commission member

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DEEPER TIES

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Friendly
Pitch’ (IE, February 14). The gift of a
cricket bat with Virat Kohli's signature
by India’s foreign minister to his
Australian counterpart goes beyond
symbolism. It is yet more evidence of
the deepening ties between New Delhi
and Canberra. Ever since the launch of
the QUAD more than a decade ago, the
two nations have been slowly but
surely strengthening their connections.
While the interests of the two coun-
tries converge against a militant China,
they are not obsessed with the dragon.
By seeking common ground in trade
and tourism and by tapping the dias-
poralinks, India and Australia are turn-
ing out to be important players in the
crucial Indo-Pacific field. Obviously,
vain Chinais not very pleased with this
bonhomie.

Vijai Pant, Hempur

UNDER-APPRECIATED

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Hamara
Bajaj’ (IE, February 9). One of the
unique leadership qualities of Rahul
Bajaj, the builder of the iconic Bajaj
Group, was his insistence on business
ethics. He was not one to indulge in po-
litically friendly behaviour to promote
his business, unlike many of his con-
temporaries in the industry. His out-
spoken comments on the business
policy of the government of the day
did not endear him to either Indira

Gandhi or the never-forgiving
Narendra Modi. He was under-re-
warded by successive governments,
except when he was bestowed the
third-highest Padma reward, the
Padma Bhushan, during Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s tenure as prime minister.
On his death, the current prime minis-
ter did not go beyond expressing his
condolence in a few perfunctory
words and the government-controlled
Akashvani did not utter a word about
his cremation in the morning news. It
goes to the credit of Rahul Bajaj that he
created a business model which com-
peted with the best globally.

Y G Chouksey, Pune

ABOLISH CRUELTY

THIS REFERS TO the article,
‘Decongesting prisons’ (IE, February
14). Overcrowding, an unfortunate re-
ality in Indian prisons, has only wors-
ened during the pandemic. The gov-
ernment has dragged its feet over
releasing prisoners, particularly those
charged under the UAPA and sedition
laws, resulting in the death of at least
one well-known activist. The statistics
on unnatural deaths on foreign pris-
oners and pregnant women are indeed
shameful and constitute an outra-
geous violation of human rights.
Prison reform is the need of the hour.
It is hoped that the courts will abolish
mass detention.

Ila Railkar, Mumbai

New Delhi
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At the scene of the
attackin Paris. Reuters

FRANCE
Man killed after
‘attacking cops

with aknife’

POLICE ON Monday killed
a man who attacked them
with a knife at Paris’ Gare
du Nord station, French
transport minister Jean-
Baptiste Djebbari told RMC
radio. “The person who at-
tacked them died on the
spot,” Djebbari said,adding
that two police officers had
received minor injuries.
Gare du Nord is one of
Europe’s biggest train sta-
tions and home to interna-
tional train services con-
necting to Britain and
Belgium. Djebarri said the
incident had caused major
traffic disruptions on
Monday. REUTERS

GERMANY
1dead, 8illafter
drinking spiked
champagneinbar

ONE MAN died and eight
others were hospitalised in
serious condition after
drinking spiked Champagne
ata bar in Bavaria, German
prosecutors said Monday.
The man who died was 52
years old, and the others
were between 33 and 52, po-
lice said. “There were things
init that normally are not in
champagne,” prosecutor
Gerd Schaefer said. He said
there wasa suspicion of neg-
ligent homicide. AP

CoviD CURBS PROTESTS IN NZ REGAIN MOMENTUM

People camp in front of the Parliament in Wellington, New Zealand, on Monday, as theyprotest against Covid-19 restrictions and
vaccine mandates. Police had initially let the protesters set up tents and camp on the grounds of the Parliament before arresting
122 people last Thursday and then backing off again. The size of the protest dropped to a few hundred last week but increased
again to around 3,000 over the weekend. Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern signalled the thinning patience of authorities. “I very
clearly have a view on the protesters and the way that they’ve conducted their protest because it has moved beyond sharing a
view to intimidation and harassment of the people around central Wellington,” she said. “That cannot be tolerated.” Reuters

Canada’s Trudeau to invoke rarely used
emergency powers: to end protests report

REUTERS & AP
OTTAWA, FEB14

CANADIAN PRIME Minister
Justin Trudeau will inform
provincial premiers of his inten-
tion to invoke special measures
to give the federal government
extraordinary powers to deal
with protests that have shut
some border crossings with the
United States and paralysed
parts of Canada’s capital, CBC
News said on Monday.

Citingunnamed sources, CBC
said Trudeau planned to invoke
the Emergencies Act,ararely used
provision that allows the federal
government to override the
provinces and authorize special
temporary measures to ensure
security during national emer-
gencies anywhere in the country.

The CBC said Ottawa had no
plans to send in the military.
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AMBALA

INTEGRATED HQ OF MOD (ARMY)
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’'S BRANCH
DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF SUPPLIES AND

TRANSPORT
REGISTRATION AS APPROVED ASC CONTRACTORS

—_

of Meat

Army.

Beef/Pork etc.

Mar.

(DGST)

Advertisement No 63016/Q/ST5

. Applications are invited from interested firms for registration
with Directorate General of Supplies and Transport as
Registered ASC Contractors for annual contracts for supply

Dressed/Chicken

Chilled/Frozen state for approx 259 stations to the Indian

(Broiler) Dressed in

2. The firms applying for registration are required to be
registered under serial number 3 and 4 in schedule 1 of
FSSAI Act 2006, containing list of food business falling
under the purview of Central Licensing Authority. Interested
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At a protest in Ottawa on Sunday. AP

Used only
oncein
@ peacetime

EXPLAINED

EMERGENCY POWERS have
been invoked by the
Canadian government only
once in peacetime — in
1970 by then PM Pierre
Trudeau, the current PM’s
father, during events
known as the October
Crisis. Before this, emer-
gency powers were invoked
during the two world wars.

America's busiest trade corridor
in Windsor, Ontario, ended on
Sunday while protests in Ottawa
entered a third week.
Demonstrations against
Covid-19 restrictions and other
issues have blocked several
crossings along the US-Canada

border and hurt the economies
of both nations. They also in-
spired similar convoys in France,
New Zealand and the
Netherlands. The US Department
of Homeland Security warned
that truck convoys may be in the
works in the US.

Police in Windsor, Ontario, ar-
rested 25 to 30 protesters and
towed several vehicles Sunday
near the Ambassador Bridge,
which links Windsor — and nu-
merous Canadian automotive
plants — with Detroit. The bridge
reopened to traffic Sunday night.

Hong Kong ‘overwhelmed’ as
Covid-19 1nfect10ns hit record

FARAHMASTER
& TWINNIE SIU
HONG KONG, FEBRUARY 14

THE LATEST wave of Covid-19
infections has “overwhelmed”
Hong Kong, the city’s leader said
on Monday as daily cases
surged by some 20 times over
the past two weeks, leaving
hospitals short of beds and
struggling to cope.

Carrie Lam, the head of the
administration in the Chinese
ruled city, issued a grim update
for residents already subjected to
tightrestrictions on social gather-
ings as health authorities re-
ported a record 2,071 infections
on Monday, with 4,500 separate
preliminary positive cases.

“The onslaught of the fifth
wave of the epidemic has dealt a
heavy blow to Hong Kong and
overwhelmed the city’s capacity
of handling,” Lam said, adding pa-
tients were having to wait longer
to access isolation facilities.

“The situation is highly un-
desirable and the government
feels worried and sorry about
it,” she said.

As the caseload soared, Lam

Covid-19 cases in Hong Kong have increased by around 20
times over the past two weeks. Reuters

said her administration would co-
ordinate with Chinese officials to
tackle the “aggravating situation”.

China has said it would help
the city with testing, treatment
and quarantine, and secure re-
sources from rapid antigen kits
and protective gear to fresh
vegetables.

Despite the latest surge,
deaths in the global financial hub
remain far less than similar-
sized cities since the pandemic
erupted two years ago.

But, with the healthcare sys-
temalready overstretched, med-
ical experts warn the city could

see 28,000daily infections by the
end of March, with the unvacci-
nated elderly a particular worry.

Hospital beds for Covid-19
patients are already at 90 per
cent occupancy, data from the
city’s Hospital Authority
showed, while isolation facilities
are near full capacity.

Hong Kong is prioritising eld-
erly, children and those in seri-
ous conditions in hospitals, said
Larry Lee, chief manager at the
city’s Hospital Authority.

There are around 1,000 pa-
tients waiting to be hospitalised,
authorities said. REUTERS

' Russia keeps door open
 for diplomacy as Ukraine
hints at concessions

G7 says invasion would trigger ‘massive’ economic reprisals

DARYA KORSUNSKAYA
&NATALIAZINETS
MOSCOW, KYIV, FEBRUARY 14

RUSSIA SUGGESTED on Monday
that it was ready to keep talking
to the West to try to defuse a se-
curity crisis in which it has
massed a huge force within strik-
ing distance of Ukraine, while a
Ukrainian official said Kyiv was
prepared to make concessions.

In a televised exchange,
President Vladimir Putin was
shown asking his foreign minister,
Sergei Lavrov, whether there wasa
chance of anagreement toaddress
Russia’s security concerns, or
whetheritwasjustbeing dragged
into tortuous negotiations.

Lavrov replied: “We have al-
ready warned more than once
that we will not allow endless
negotiations on questions that
demand a solution today.”

But he added: “It seems to
me that our possibilities are far
from exhausted... At this stage, I
would suggest continuing and
building them up.”

Washington has said Russia
could invade Ukraine “any day
now”, and British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson on
Monday called the situation
“very, very dangerous”.

Russia has positioned more
than 100,000 troops near to
Ukraine's borders but denies plan-
ning toinvade, accusing the West,
which has sent a flurry of officials
to Moscow and Kyiv, of hysteria.

Western countries have al-
ready promised sanctions on an

Ukraine’s ambassador to
Britain, Vadym Prystaiko,
arrives at the Ukraine
embassy in London on
Monday. Reuters

unprecedented scaleif Russiadoes
invade, and the Group of Seven
large Western economies (G7)
joined the chorus by warning of
“economicand financial sanctions
which will have massive and im-
mediate consequences on the
Russian economy”.

Ukraine's ambassador to
Britain backtracked on remarks
suggesting that Kyiv would re-
consider its attempt to join NATO
— one of Russia’s primary con-
cerns — but did say that other
concessions could be on offer.

“We are not a member of
NATO right now and to avoid
war we are ready for many con-
cessions, and thatis what we are
doing in conversations with the
Russians,” he told the BBC in a
clarification.

“It has nothing to do with
NATO, which (membership ap-
plication) is enshrined in the
constitution.”

Day after man stoned
to death, mob attacks
Shia scholar over
‘blasphemy’ in Pak

M ZULQERNAIN
LAHORE, FEBRUARY 14

A MOB attacked and injured a
Shia scholar, who faced accusa-
tions of blasphemy, in Pakistan’s
Punjab province, where a day
earlier, a man was stoned to
death over similar accusations.
Dozens of people carrying
clubs, bricks and other objects
surrounded the house of the
scholar in Tandlianwala,
Faislabad district, some 180 km
from Lahore, accusing him of
desecrating religious texts.
Police later arrived at the spot
and rescued him, an officer said.
He was then shifted to an undis-
closed location, and his family
was moved to a different loca-
tion for their safety, police said.
The province has witnessed
two deaths related to mob
lynching in the past two months.
On Saturday, mentally chal-
lenged Mushtaq Ahmed, a resi-
dent of Bara Chak village, was
stoned to death and his body
hung from a tree by a mob of
more than 300 people in Jungle
Derawala village in Khanewal
districtin the province, sparking
nationwide outrage.
“Police have arrested 105 in-

cluding 21 main suspects in the
Khanewal lynching case,” a
senior police officer told PTI on
Monday.

He said police arrested the
suspects with the help of CCTV
footage.

“We will ensure that all sus-
pectsinvolved in the incident are
arrested and put on trial in an
anti-terrorism court at the earli-
est,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Punjab chief
minister’s office also uploaded the
pictures of the arrested prime sus-
pects on its Twitter account and
said those involved in the crime
would be brought to justice.

Opposition Pakistan People’s
Party chairman Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari hasdemanded a transpar-
entinvestigationinto theincident.

“Pakistan’simage in the inter-
national community is being
damaged... If angry mobs are left
unchecked, the whole society will
become insecure. All the stake-
holders must come together... to
stop the menace,”Bilawal said in
astatement.

Last December, Sri Lankan
national Priyantha Kumara, 47,
was lynched and his body was
seton fire in Sialkot in Pakistan’s
Punjab province after he faced
allegations of blasphemy.  PTI

The Kremlin said that
Ukraine renouncing its aspira-
tion to join the Western military
alliance would significantly help
address Russia's concerns.

Moscow has made clear it
sees the former Soviet republic's
quest for closer ties with the
West, notably through NATO, as
adirect threat.

Eightyears ago, mass protests
on Kyiv's Maidan square in favour
of closer integration with the
West forced out pro-Russian
president Viktor Yanukovych.

Faced with the ascendancy of
pro-Western politicians promis-
ing to advance democracy and
fight corruption just across its
border, Russia captured and then
annexed Ukraine’s Crimean
peninsula, home to the Russian
Black Sea fleet.

Italso supported pro-Russian
rebels who have seized part of
Ukraine’s industrial, largely
Russian-speaking east in a war
that is still adding to its toll of
more than 14,000 lives lost.

Monday’s talk of diplomatic
efforts continuing brought the
price of crude oil down off the
seven-year highs it had hit ear-
lier amid concerns that sanctions
would disrupt exports from
Russia, a major producer, in an
already tight market.

Major European stock mar-
kets slumped by between 2% and
3%, but on Wall Street the S&P 500
index wasdownonly 0.5%at 1545
GMT. Sanctions could ultimately
rebound on Western powers,
which rely heavily on Russia for
energy supplies. REUTERS

Qandeel Baloch’s
brother, sentenced
to life for her
killing, acquitted
after receiving
parents’ pardon

ASIMTANVEER
MULTAN, FEBRUARY 14

A PAKISTANI man sentenced to
life in prisonin 2019 for strangling
his sister, a model on social me-
dia, was acquitted of murder on
Monday after his parents par-
doned him under Islamic law, an
attorney for the man’s family said.

Waseem Azeem was arrested
in 2016 after he confessed to
killing Qandeel Baloch, 26, for
posting what he called “shame-
ful” pictures on Facebook. He was
convicted of murder and sen-
tenced tolife in prison but his par-
ents had sought his release, said
Sardar Mahboob, a lawyer who
represents Azeem and his family.

Islamic law in Pakistan allows
amurder victim’s family to par-
don a convicted killer.

Baloch’s murder at the time
drew nationwide condemnation,
but critics suspected Azeem could
walk out of prison after his con-
victionif his parents forgave him.

Mahboob said Azeem could
be freed as early as this week af-
ter the completion of paperwork.

The siblings’ mother, Anwar
Bibi, welcomed the court order. “I
am happy over the acquittal of my
son, but we are still sad for our
daughter’sloss,” shesaid. AP

Unpaid and potentially stateless, Afghan diplomats seek to stay in US

LARA JAKES &
CARLOTTAGALL
WASHINGTON, FEBRUARY 14

ALREADY REELING from a
Taliban takeover of their govern-
mentand a humanitarian disas-
ter in their homeland, Afghan
diplomats in the United States
are grappling with another bleak
reality: the loss of pay and the
possibility of being deported.
Several dozen diplomats as-
signed to Afghanistan’s embassy
in Washington and consulates in
New York and Los Angeles have
not been paid since October, offi-
cials said, whenUS banks froze ac-
countsto prevent the Taliban from
accessing the embassy’s funds.
But the envoys, who were
part of the US-backed govern-
ment that was overthrown in
August, are keeping the embassy

open — continuing diplomatic
work but also preserving the
diplomatic status that allows
them to remain in the US.

Should the embassy close be-
fore they are granted asylum or
other legal residency, the diplo-
mats could find themselves
stateless and without the per-
mits needed to geta job.

“This is not something that
we wanted. But it is something
that came,” Abdul Hadi Nejrabi,
the Afghan Embassy’s deputy
chief of mission, said.

The situation is taking a toll
on diplomats who are also still
coming to grips with represent-
ing an elected government that
has ceased to exist. Nejrabi said
they were living largely on sav-
ings or on loans from relatives.

For now, the mission contin-
ues at the Afghan embassy in
Washington. Nejrabi said the staff

was processing documents and
other consularrequests,and other-
wise helping settle Afghans who
have fled to the US.

The services bringin $2,000to
$3,000 in fees each month,
Nejrabi said — enough tokeep the
lightsand other utilities on, but too
little to pay salaries. That has left
the diplomats and their families
—about 65 peopleinall —scram-
bling to make ends meet.

They are not alone: Public
workers across Afghanistan have

Abdul Hadi
Nejrabi, the
Afghan
embassy’s
deputy chief of
mission. NYT

also not been paid as Washington
issues conflicting guidance over
whether American sanctions
should be enforced against
Afghan government bank ac-
counts that are now, in theory,
controlled by the Taliban. The
freezing of assets of the Afghan
Central Bank has precipitated a
liquidity crisis that has exposed
eight million people to possible
starvation in a country torn by
war, drought and acute poverty.
The sanctions were imposed

New Delhi

against the Taliban years ago,
when it was designated as a
global terrorist organization. In
October, after the group seized
power, Citibank froze the
Washington embassy’s accounts
and withheld what Mr. Nejrabi
said was hundreds of thousands
of dollars designated for salaries
that the former Afghan govern-
ment had deposited months be-
fore it was ousted.

US officials have tried, unsuc-
cessfully, to assure Citibank that it
would not be penalized if the
Afghan funds were unlocked. The
bank’s spokesman, Rob Runyan,
declined to comment.

“Our priority all along has
been to figure out a way to facil-
itate a soft landing for the Afghan
diplomats who are in the United
States,” said Mark Evans, the
State Department’s director for
Afghanistan affairs. “Obviously,

they're in very difficult circum-
stances through no fault of their
own, and we wanted to be as
supportive as possible.”

Still, the Biden administra-
tion has refused to recognise the
Taliban as a legitimate govern-
ment. Until that happens — if it
ever does — officials said the
State Department would not ac-
credit any diplomats the group
sends to Washington.

While the Afghan govern-
ment owns the embassy build-
ing in Washington, the State
Department is responsible for
maintaining the property if its
envoys are unable to do so.
Control of Afghanistan’s diplo-
matic missions remains at the
forefront of the struggle for
power between the Taliban and
their opponents over interna-
tional recognition and support.

NYT
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LIC’s mega IPO

What does the IPO mean for the government, investors, and the Life Insurance Corporation?
Who can apply, and what can LIC employees and eligible policyholders look forward to?

GEORGE MATHEW &
SANDEEP SINGH
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY 14

THE MEGA initial public offering (IPO) of Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC) is coming when
markets are volatile and foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) are pulling out from Indian
stocks in the wake of the US Fed tightening
rates. But LIC's 29-crore policyholder base is
expected to help the IPO sail through.

Details of issue

The initial public offer of up to 31.62 crore
equity shares comprises the net offer, em-
ployee reservation portion, and policyholder
reservation portion. The IPO works out to 5
per cent of the total capital of 632.49 crore
shares, with the government retaining the re-
maining 95 per cent.

LIC has calculated an earning per share
(EPS) of Rs 4.70 and a return on net worth of
45.65 per cent for the fiscal ended March 2021.
The net asset value per shareis Rs 12.68 as on
September 30,2021.

Sebi is expected to clear the offer withina
few days, and the IPO process and listing are
expected to be concluded by March 2022.

For govt, LIC

The government will be entitled to the en-
tire proceeds of the offer after deducting the
offer expenses and relevant taxes thereon. LIC
will not receive any proceeds from the offer.
The government is expected to mop up be-
tween Rs 50,000 crore and Rs 1 lakh crore
from the IPO, depending on the offer price. It
will be a big boost to the government’s rev-
enues and aid in bringing down the deficit.

For LIC, the listing of shares means higher
visibility and profile. Investors will be able to
actively trade in its shares on the stock ex-
changes. It also means more transparency --
LIC, whichis now answerable only to the gov-
ernment, will have to inform investors and ex-
changes details of all price sensitive informa-
tion. In short, LIC will be accountable to
investors, who are expected to demand high
levels of corporate governance.

Who can apply

A portion of shares, not exceeding 5 per
cent of the offer, will be reserved for employ-
ees. Another portion not exceeding 10 per
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Markets are volatile, but IPO is expected to thrive on LIC’s policyholder base. Reuters

cent, will be reserved for eligible policyhold-
ers. Policyholders and employees are likely to
get shares at a discount. While the corpora-
tion has not disclosed details, a 5 per cent dis-
count on the offer price is expected.

A minimum 35 per cent of the issue will
be reserved for retail investors. The corpora-
tion may allocate up to 60 per cent of the QIB

(qualified institutional buyers) portion to an-
chor investors on a discretionary basis. One-
third of the anchor investor portion will be re-
served for domestic mutual funds.

Possible challenges

The IPO will hold the key to the govern-
mentachievingits revised disinvestment tar-

get of Rs 78,000 crore for the current financial
year -- however, the market’s appetite for the
mega issue could be a challenge.

Given that inflation has been a growing
concern worldwide, and central banks around
the world are looking to raise interest rates,
equity markets are likely to remain under
pressure in the near future. A rise in interest
rates in the US and in other developed mar-
kets would mean that FPIs will pull out money
from emerging markets especially from the
equity markets and move them into US treas-
ury bonds. Not only will this put pressure on
the secondary market, it will reduce the lig-
uidity availability for investments in primary
marketissuances. Given that the size of LICis-
sue could be well above Rs 50,000 crore, lig-
uidity will be of essence.

A decline in equity markets in the near
term would also reduce the government’s
ability to command a higher premium. The
government may have to settle on a lower
price to make it attractive for the investors.

For investors

Investors will have to carefully look at the
pricing of the issue, and do their due diligence
on valuation. QIP participation will provide
retail investors with an idea of the market’s
interest in the issue.

India-Australia interim trade agreement & FT'A

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

INDIA AND Australia have announced that
they are set to conclude an interim trade
agreement in March and a Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA)
12-18 months thereafter.

Whatit's likely to cover

An interim or early harvest trade agree-
ment is used to liberalise tariffs on the trade
of certain goods between two countries or
trading blocs before a comprehensive FTA
(Free Trade Agreement) is concluded.
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal has said
that the interim agreement, set to be an-
nounced in about 30 days, will cover “most
areas of interest for both countries” includ-
ing goods, services, rules of origin, sanitary
and phytosanitary measures and customs
procedures.

Bilateral trade between the two coun-
tries stood at about $12.5 billionin FY21 and
has already surpassed $17.7 billion in the
first 10 months of FY22. India has imported
merchandise worth about $12.1 billion from
Australiain the first 10 months of the fiscal,

Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal with
Australian Trade
Minister Dan Tehan.
Twitter/@PiyushGoyalOffc

and exported merchandise worth $5.6 bil-
lion. Key imports from Australia include
coal, gold and LNG while key exports to
Australia include diesel, petrol and gems
and jewellery.

Both Goyal and Australia’s Trade Minister,
Dan Tehan, noted that two sides had “re-
spected each other’s sensitivities” during
trade negotiations. Tehan said Australia un-
derstood that dairy, beef and wheat were
sensitive sectors for India, indicating that
Australia would likely not seek market ac-
cess for products in these categories.

Goyal said the agreement with Australia
was set to bring opportunities across sectors
including mining, pharmaceuticals, health,
education, renewables, railways, gems and

jewellery, tourism, defence and textiles. India
isalsolikely to seek easier visa access for both
students and professionals visiting Australia.
Australia is likely to seek market access for
wines and agricultural products which are
not produced on a large scale in India.

Tehan also noted that both countries are
also looking at mutual recognition of educa-
tional qualifications to boost the number of
Indian students seeking education in
Australiaand vice versa, and to boost tourism
in both countries. India and Australia have
also signed an MoU to boost tourism be-
tween the two countries.

Australia has emphasised that the agree-
ment would lead to deeper cooperation be-
tween the two countries in critical minerals

and rare earth elements, which are critical to
future industries including renewable en-
ergy and electric vehicles.

“We have plentiful supplies of these rare
earths and critical minerals in Australia. But
we need places for them to be processed, we
need to make sure that they go into manufac-
turing here in India,” Tehan said.

Quad & bilateral relations

India and Australia are both members of
the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad)
along with the US and Japan. Both countries
have noted that the coalition has given im-
petus to increasing trade relations between
allmembers of the Quad. Australia noted that
it already had FTAs with both the US and
Japan and that all four countries could start
building a framework for economic cooper-
ation within the countries of the Quad after
they announced a deal with India.

FTAs in the works

India is currently in the process of nego-
tiating FTAs with the UAE, the UK, Canada,
the EU and Israel, besides Australia. India is
also looking to complete an early harvest
agreement with the UAE and the UK in the
first half of 2022.

What is driving the new Ianguage -domicile protest in Jharkhand?

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, FEBRUARY 14

SEVERAL PARTS of Jharkhand are seeing
massive protests against the inclusion of
Bhojpuri and Magahi as “regional lan-
guages” in district-level competitive exam-
inations for government jobs. Hundreds of
protesters, including women, have been
marching with placards, raising slogans
against the government mainly in Bokaro
and Dhanbad, but also in Giridih and Ranchi.

The protests have gathered momentum
since the last week of January. Thousands
protested in the Silli area of Ranchi district
on Sunday, and in Bagodar in Giridih dis-
trict on Saturday.

Why are the protests taking place?

On December 24, the Jharkhand
Personnel, Administrative Reforms, and
Rajbhasha Department issued a notifica-
tion to include Magahi, Bhojpuri, and
Angika among others as regional languages

in the district-level selection process
through exams conducted by the Jharkhand
Staff Selection Commission (JSSC).
Asection of people, especially in Bokaro
and Dhanbad, saw the inclusion of Bhojpuri
and Magahi as an “infringement” on the
rights of Adivasis and Moolvasis. The pro-
testers argue that the “low population” of
Magahi and Bhojpuri speakers in these two
districts did not “warrant” the inclusion of
these languages in the job selection process.
Anecdotal evidence suggests there is a
relatively small number of Magahi- and
Bhojpuri-speaking people in these districts;
however, no precise data are available.

What kind of examinations are these?

There is no clarity so far. Eligibility re-
quirements are relatively modest, and the
exams will be held for appointments to
lower-level jobs in the districts. But these
jobs are yet to be advertised.

“The notification is for the selection of
matriculation- (Class 10)and Intermediate-
(Class 12) pass candidates at the district level

Protesters in Bagodar of Giridih
district on Saturday. Express

through JSSC examinations. It is not appli-
cable to the selection process at the level of
the state. As of now no vacancies have been
advertised against the notification,” Pawan
Jha, who has been coaching students for
competitive examinations since 2002, said.

Jha added this would be the first time
that the exams would have Bhojpuri,

Angika, and Magahi as language papers.

Who is protesting?

The Jharkhandi Bhasha Sangharsha
Samiti, an organisation of Moolvasis and
Adivasis which claims to be apolitical, has
organised more than 50 protest gatherings
over the last few days. Tirth Nath Akash, a
spokesperson for the Samiti, said the
protests were intended to pressure the gov-
ernment on the inclusion of these lan-
guages in Bokaro and Dhanbad.

“Itis our (Adivasi) government, and it is
important to force them to listen... The
population that speaks Magahi and
Bhojpuri in Bokaro and Dhanbad is minus-
cule, so what sense does it make to include
these languages? It will only make jobs
scarcer for Jharkhandis. We are not oppos-
ing the inclusion of these languages in
Latehar, Garhwa or Palamu, because a sub-
stantial population speaks these languages
inthose areas.”

The protesters are also demanding that
1932 be made the cut-off date while taking

into account proof of land records for the
state’s domicile policy. In 2016, the
Raghubar Das government had come out
with a domicile policy that included crite-
ria such as employment for the last 30 years,
and essentially made 1985 the cut-off year.
After coming to power in 2019, the Hemant
Soren government set up a cabinet sub-
committee to re-define domicile.

Is there any opposition to the protests?

A group called the Bhojpuri, Magahi,
Maithili Angika Manch, which is backed by
RJD Loktantrik, a Jharkhand splinter of the
RJD, has criticised the alleged polarising na-
ture of the protests. Manch president
Kailash Yadav has claimed that more than 1
crore people in Jharkhand speak Bhojpuri,
Magahi, and Angika, and recalled the “im:
mense contribution” of Bhojpuri and
Magahi speakers to the state.

Jharkhand Education Minister Jagarnath
Mabhato has posted on Twitter: “Jharkhand
ki sarkar Jharkhandion ne banaaya hai aur
yahaan unki baat suni jayegi. (Jharkhandis

New Delhi

have made this government, and it is their
voice that will be heard.)”

The JMM-Congress have not officially
taken a stand. Some people in the BJP have
opposed the inclusion of Urdu, but have been
largely silent on Magahi, Bhojpuri and Angika.
Former BJP ally All Jharkhand Students Union
Party has opposed the inclusion.

So, where is this protest headed?

Author and human rights activist
Gladson Dungdung said the protest on the
language issue is “full of contradictions”.
According to Dungdung, some MLAs have
been “directly involved in crowd-gather-
ing”, “so the claim that this movement is
apolitical is not true”.

Dungdung pointed out that the protest-
ers do not have a problem with Bengali or
Odia being made regional languages, nor
do they oppose other districts having
Bhojpuri and Magahi as regional languages.

According to Dungdung, while political
parties will take some mileage, the protests
will ultimately “fizzle out”.
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E-TENDER PRESS NOTICE

The EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD-XIll, I&FC Department Govt. of Delhi, on behalf of the President of India,

invites Online Percentage rate tender from the approved and eligible contractors registered with IRRIGATION

AND FLOOD CONTROL DEPARTMENT. The contractors who are registered with other department and now got

their registrations verified from I&FC Deptt. are eligible to participate in Tender process for the work:-

1. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/38(4th Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_216635_1) Major Head of Account e
4217(Development Unauthorized Colonies) Name of Work: Improvement of Streets and construction of side District Mineral Foundation
drain Nathu Ram Park, Najafgarh, AC-35 (Reg. No. 172). Construction of main road from Najafgarh Tilak Nagar Keonjhar
road to Nathu Ram Park, Najafgarh Block (Balance Work). Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 91,76,034/- Earnest Money Government of Odisha
(in Rs.) 1,83,521/- Time allowed 120 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E- REF Ho: 2""'"”ng E
Procurement System 18-02-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively. Belectian af Agancy far Establishment and Running of

.NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/71(2nd Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_216617_1) Major Head of Account Frogramme Managemerd Unit (PMU) for District Minoral
2711(Revenue) Name of Work: Providing Neelgiri/Mexican Grass turf on plot adjacent to Kakraula Model ! : Fomitwit thon [DMF], Koonidhar

; : : . . . Dighicl Collecsor -com- Chaimsen and Managing Trogtes DMF,
Nursery Right of Mungeshpur Drain. Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 24,95,736/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 49,915/- Time Keanjar, Govl. ol Ddsha imdles scaod propasals fom eligbie hidders
allowed 30 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement System 18-02-2022 Ia camyoit *Selection of Agency For Establishment and Funning o
on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively. T e L TR, R D et

_NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/73(2nd Call) (ID No. 2022 _IFC_216624 1) Major Head of Account T by ctiorte i s 2 o3
2711(Revenue) Name of Work: Demolishing and Reconstruction of RCC Retaining wall cum protection wall
from RD Om to RD 150m on left bank of Mungeshpur Drain. Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 51,83,147/- Earnest Money
(in Rs.) 1,03,663/- Time allowed 90 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-

——

KARNATAKA STATE MEDICAL

SUPPLIES CORPORATION LIMITED
PHI Building, Opp. To SJP Polytechnic, K.R. Circle,
Sheshadri Road, Bangalore-560001. Phone: +91-80-29619801

Diabe; 1402 202

E-mail: latha.mdksmscl@gmail.com

No: HFW/KSMSCL/EQPT/70/Hearing Aid/2021-22 (IND-915)

TENDER NOTIFICATION
Ref: 1. Tender Notification No: HFW/KSMSCL/EQPT/70/Hearing

Aid/2021-22 Date: 14/02/2022. (IND-915)

2. Tender Notification No: HFW/KSMSCL/EQPT/71/ENT
EQPT/2021-22 Date: 14/02/2022. (IND-916)

3. Tender Notification No: HFW/KSMSCL/EQPT/72/PBM
/2021-22 Date: 14/02/2022. (IND-917)

4. Tender Notification No: HFW/KSMSCL/EQPT/COVID-19/
ESSE/75/21-22 Date: 14/02/2022. (IND-852 Call-2)

Date:14/02/2022

and dowmload the complete BFP Document and ather detzils fram

hfipsstikenduiharnic,in
Tha mafar avaris under v bid pracess an:

i Nation wide Tender is invited through e-tendering system and Invitation under B List of Woy Evenis TCritical Dates |

Procurement System 18-02-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively. KTPPAct 1999 and Rules 2000 for the following tenders Ma.
4.NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/74(2nd Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_216630_1) Major Head of Account| | 1. TenderforSupplyof HearingAids underNPPCD Programme (IND-915) 1 Dt o Vasis 61 RFP T
2711(Revenue) Name of Work: Demolishing and Re-Construction of west side RCC Retaining wall on the land 2. Tenderfor Supply of ENT Equipments under NPPCD Programme (IND-916) 5 Las Do far Scbeadon of B4 05,00 5022 by D300 FR
. . . 3. Tender for Supply of Pathological Binocular Microscope under el b e A U e o ol ol el e b i o |
boundary of plot at Kakraula Model Nursery. Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 51,83,147/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) NVBDCP Programme (IND-917) 2 |Gate of Opening af Tedhrical B |CZ02 3022 by 05.00 FH

1,03,663/- Time allowed 90 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement 4. Re-Tender for Supply of Endoscopic Sinus Surgery Equipments under i |Crate of Techrical Pressntaton | PRG0S ol 11,00 A8 |
System 18-02-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively. NVBDCP Programme (IND-852 Call-2) 5 |Dateal Openirg of Finarcial Bid 10,03 2022 al 11,00 A0

. The tenderers who have registered under E-Procurement e S DR — e e AL LT

Note :- Department may participate through e-tendering system. Details Mhe propasal comaiete in ol respocts must reach the uncersgred by

Spsed PonaliFegslaned Peal anly lales] by 02 03,2022 GalGes 0300 PR
A fedad anvaiops desdly mantianrg om tha wp of il "BELECTIGN
OF AGEMCY FOR ESTABLISHMENT AHD RUMHING OF
PROGRAMME MANAGEMENT UMIT (PMU| FOR DMETRICT
MINERAL FOLUNDATICH [DMF], KEOHJHAR". The proposals
nacakoad Beyond (he Ias] date and fieee will ba mjecied Tha aulharby
resors e rght o repect any' all propasals wilhoul assigning any
reason trereol

Acklross Par Subymession of Propasal:

PO CROA—an--Clal Sxaciilkg QMo

OMF Koanjhar, Sround Fioos, DROWG,

Diztrct Collecionle, Keorghar, F58001, Odmha

regarding specification EMD, Terms and Conditions and other
information are available in the Tender Document, which can be
downloaded from the KSMSCL website https://eproc.karnataka.
gov.in from 14/02/2022 the eligible tenderers shall submit their
e-tenders in e-procurement platform for above mentioned tenders.
Further information if any may be obtained from this office during

working hours. Sd/- Managing Director,

DIPR/DDU/AAPL/RO3371/21-22 KSMSCL, Bangalore.
STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

S Feot = ke Maintain
w Hand
= Hygiene
—

1) Details of above mentioned works & eligibility criteria can be seen and downloaded from the web site
https://govteprocurement.delhi.govi.n

2) Amendment(s)/alteration(s)/corrigendum if any, will be available at website only.

3) EMD in the form of Bankers Cheque/DD/Fixed Deposit receipt in F/o EE/CD-XIII, I&FC Deptt Shall be scanned
and uploaded to the e-tender website within the period of bid submission. The original EMD should be
deposited in the office of EE/CD-XIII, I&FC Deptt. within the period of bid submission.

Sd/- EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD. XIil.
Dip/Shabdarth/0647/21-22

Wear
Mask

Follow Physical
Distancing

Sidi-
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. | RECOMVEKATICH OF ROAD ALDIT SAFETY ALKT REPORTL e | furibshabahy.ricin
FEPAIR OF G& ROAL TO RRFS] RAZTDREUR ACAD VLA DEFDMA ROAD JIE: S (142207767
11| PNDBAR GURLERAM | 37T M. 000 TO 510 BY PACATIMG HEAWY PATCH WORK TN CLP AT THE ﬂiﬂ';“.t,'f:"!ﬁ NATAS | e iy padand]- i SOVERNMENT OF HARVANA ISR S 4§
RICE &0 (06T 0F MIT FRAIVASTAN BUTLOTECH FYT, LT, B gl g hry.ricin SR.| NAME OF | NAME OF WORK gr_’ggmg gﬂg AMOUNT/ WEBSITE OF NODAL OFFI-
; : No.| BOARD/ |NOTICE TENDER EMD (APPROX.) | THE BOARD CER/CONTACT
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1= | RESCURCES DEMETHENT REFAIRING OF CHAT AT A0 B30 L5 OF HEK LIKK CHERNE +3 OTHER: Hna 453 LA bt etedes ey e IS e Telephone No. : +1 1149207235 | Website : www.bsesdelhi.com
- bt WORKS HRI ! Fredwn 335y nai oom
HEEYERA FARRAL |
3 | WoF &
n wﬁmﬁm SUPPLY OF MICROOFT FFICE 225 ROR HEADCAATER B TISTRICT DRFICES WA B0 et sy EA1E33 e -~ e Eﬁ_ﬁ aé .
' AR DF HOATIULTURE DEPSATMENT HERYANA A LR BRI ssthathyEnein oy vd d|d i qﬂq&ﬁ” %
EAHCK L T 1 | A '
EEPETRUET N COF STAEST R MAl CHOUREL TO SCHOL WLl GALY AT R &5 PER E-TENDER ETRETE] [ Harvana Siate Biodiversily Board. Panchkula ==
i ehendes by snds ;
b | - CORO GOEARA SONIFAT VILLAGE AALI TEKCER M. 302 FRY 2090 1 R st e ek | st | ry ] :
| mrmsuia D Ml et e L e e > - . = e { 2.C.0, Mo, 204, 2nd Fleor. Sector-14, Panchhulo, Harvong
L mm;!-%'::;:;f _— - . 11413010 M . - SN Emall: shhryifgmall com. Wobsite: shb haryanafoross govin,
l DAIRYIHG TE LEVEL LINESTOCK SHOW 30E1-17 30110 3 LACS I edendass hey.sic e kit I8 Coniack Ma. 0172-A04E954, 2030434
FARTEHE PRHELLA i = - AP HIRING OF CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
: Hﬁm”'ﬁ s """'“Tmr.rr REFARING OF RIS BUNDH OF ESIPE AESSINOIR AT M, [TASI-LOF | CLOSING CWTE T FUEETSI1] Bikegical Divarsky.Ack. 002, Anpicalians oo Invaeg ram eligible persont i I silos of HEBB 1D far.
S FLES DEFARTHD MIGER CaMel & + 11 OTHES WORES A AL s elEnders. hi mic reamgrkdj 1B gmal e fearn B Beshs ralalend 10 e lurscicesng of B Saad, foe Binig ol flowi g Sdninectaal sarvicas iniliaty
HeRsehdy CHARRHD CADRI b Ier a paricd ol onn ynar which may b lurther pxiprcksd besesd oo eslEfacicry peeformances
ARELATION & WATE FEFLACEMENT BHD ENHARCEMENT OF EXISTING FLOCE: FOOL WERTICAL | [ amo | Poaition Emalsmonts | Mo, of Fosstion
; s TUREIHE (§T) PUMR SETS OF 1005 CAPRCITY EACH K0 THEIR: ALLIET: HRMN o5 e LooiEaa | T | Tochrice Expbi-Zooiogy T an.non | ) [ )
| e | ACIESORESTD GARY OUT EFFECTIVE FLOCE FROTECTEN AYD P EIRUG | Mt arette st I Boos | :
btk DEWATERTNG WLRES [N DOSTRICT KISAR = | Edurten & fonmrsas Cificer 34,000 | =
: L. CORST. OF OF IATANANPRRA CHOUPAL AT WILLAGE DHARAHA BLOCK 1S i : WAL | Bgiaanl GG R { SHEARHE ! A
il FARCEATAT] RAJ S0MIFAT KATHURS CASTT.A0HIRAT . . L1 LS Irips: etendars, by,nicdz ssderalmn |5 | Diz¥ict Coardinanr - | 18,00 [ . 3 2|
" ) N CTOHEIIF WESTE WATER l,"r;r,ﬂT WILLEGE EHERL GLIIAR SL00N, GANALI 1503200 . o AL = T g 0 angesped Sl e oo ckghl S Saing sene Baonail of Socls g i et S dny prupersd
1 BR{TATRTIRA] SONIRAT - 181 CRCRE ‘eirndas by skcd - The Board resordes the righl b pocoepl o reject ary applicabion wilhoud assgning ary ressoe
{ CASTT, SOMIFAT. 250001 i n preseeng saodiornad o - The Soisonod porsona sl ase U0 S0 0 conirdcioenl agneamont wills the baand
PO, OF STREET LIGHTTVG IH YLLAGE SALWAN BLOCE ASSARDH DOSTT. 1108 . TR LAH - The sogagemant wil be for ane year puesly on heroearkam Baaie (ks 2amn cnn Ba dneminnled & nny
M | FERCHAYAT RAL AMEELA 2 GHH LS Fps ifetendes hv.srds : v UAlnean AASKINING Sy OTron oF PraT nalioo]
- w“""‘ t1 qﬁm“mlﬁ‘ H'l:;l}'u FEQ}}WTWIT.I‘!’.H . - Thm ;:Ir:m::ll [HITEE H HIII.'.]. ey Spaasd l'\ml.l'l'lhl|:|lh11||md Fralithy Emal- abFhryr1 Bigmail,coom ae well
16 | ST R SOEAT GHEY WATER MERACEMEN TICEMGT, OF WET LAND TECHROLGGY AT VILLAGE LaLan 7,97 Toes [ K 008 n::;rlﬁ h:‘ ﬁ:]fhlrul.cﬂlr'- person alsa The opplcolons received bepond s specliio bme shall be reject-
L1 _ . . . [x Rl
BALIMTUERLR 5 34 HO VILLAGES K DISTT, SRGRAT NN e prsterg soforulon | e canidiatn it oulibl o bt
98 | oaNcRvwATIRA SO CEMET, F WODE, PORD AT VILLAGE A2R3ERs BLINK AATR ) M05 OTHER 101 CECAE bt e by i i B TEC100E - Las Data e Scbensaian of Application: 21022062, 0500 FR.
| . o+ i 3 } . . ) -lmmjm-r E:'HF'I!IT ] L ! x ] | EI'EL@I_:I.E‘-_:@ELEH | = Far farthar Conblicnliane requirnd & |'.|.I|HH. mnen mder i nl.lr weiiede: waw mhEbmrpmreviarmal gm.h
= SEM GONT MEDOCAL CPERATIIN B COMESERENSIE MANTERSAE HYLL SYSTEN AT SMGUL — — — L61-TE3007 1 . lrlllfl.:;'lul:lulplcaﬁmhm 10 be submisod i ihe proscrbed applicason form 1o be doanioadod rom s
“ | DOLLEGEMALHAR KUH HALHIR MK = IEEBSIELE | mionensiBanalion | .
LALnit L L | lendenimey SLzoralen | Wikidiad B e
=
. 5 T Hargana Staie Bledivereiby Rand,
TEABHRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www. haryanaeprocurement,gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in S Ao
mE . mE . mE . New Delhi mE .



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15,2022

17

STUDY TOUR - ONGC

ONGC continues its study tours of students, as a part of the
observance of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. In this regard, 106
students from Kendriya Vidyalaya of ONGC North Colony,
Agartala visited ONGC Tripura Asset's petroleum Installation.

ICAI AWARD - RAILTEL

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh presented the ICAI Award for
Excellence in Financial Reporting to RailTel. P Chawla, CMD,
AK Singh, Dir. (Fin.), S Kumar, Dir. (Network Planning & Mkig.)
of RailTel accepted the award on behalf of the Company.

BOARD s

——

SESSION - PHDCGCI

PHDCCI had organized a post-budget interactive ses-
sion with Hon'ble Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
on 7th Feb 2022, at Hotel Le Meridien, New Delhi.

| i ALY EL L
- =t

IGAI AWARD - BHEL
BHEL has won the coveted ‘ICAI Award for Excellence in
Financial Reporting’ for FY 2020-21. On behalf of BHEL,
the award was received by Subodh Gupta, Director (Fi-
nance), from Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh.

MoU - PHL

Pawan Hans Limited (PHL) and Rajiv Gandhi National Avia-
tion University (RGNAU) recently signed a MoU to offer a
dual Aviation three years’ program of B.Sc. (Honours) —
Aircraft Maintenance with DGCA approved AME course.
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NATIONAL AWARD - (BOC)

S. Prakash, Principal DG, BOC was conferred with the Na-
tional Award for enhancing electoral participation by the Elec-
tion Commission of India for activities conducted towards
voter awareness & education during the period 2021-22.

EVENTS,

ANNOUNCEMENTS,

* S OVERMMENT OF HaRYamuo, el e o= *

LOI - THDCIL

THDCIL signed the LOI of 10,000 MW in Rajasthan with an
estimated investment of Rs 40,000 crores for establish-
ment of Renewable Energy Parks/Projects of 10,000MW in
the presence of CM of Rajasthan.

IRCON International Ltd achieved a milestone of break
through of Tunnel No. 14 of Sivok-Rangpo Rail Project
(SRRP), located in Rangpo Sub-Division, East Sikkim. This
is the first breakthrough of the tunnel on this project.

LAUNCHES,

CSR

ATE ASSOCIATE DIARY APPOINTMENTS,

LAUNCH - DELHI POLICE

Delhi Police launched its Platinum Jubilee Logo at Delhi
Police Headquarters marking the beginning of a series
of events this year to commemorate 75 yrs of its glori-
ous existence.

4

CSR - POWERGRID, NR-1

POWERGRID, NR-I has signed a MoU with ESIC Medical
College & Hospital, FBD for providing financial assistance to-
wards procurement of medical equipment under its CSR
initiative. The estimated project cost is approx. Rs. 2 crores.

AWARD - DIRECTORATE OF CIVIL DEFENCE

Satvinder Puri, Chief Warden, -
Honorary (WEST DISTRICT) was i
awarded President's HG & CD
Medal for Distinguished Service by
the President of India for his
commendable service rendered in
Delhi Civil Defence Corps in the Directorate of Civil
Defence Delhi.

RITES Ltd.. the leading Transport Infrastructure
Consultancy and Engineering company, reported its
standalone and consolidated financial results for the
Quarter and nine months ended on 31st December, 2021.
Commenting on the results, Rahul Mithal, Chairman and
Managing Director, RITES Limited, said, “RITES continues
to build on the growth momentum with total revenue for
the quarter reaching Rs.792 crore, up by 64.9%, against
Q3FY21. Our focus will be to consolidate on this position
and follow the mantra— Not just more of the same, but
much more of the new.”

NTPC was bestowed with the ‘India’s Best
Workplaces in Manufacturing 2022 — Top 30’
recognition by the Great Place to Work Institute. This
is the fifth year in a row, NTPC has been bestowed
with the recognition. In the 5th edition of India’s Best
Workplaces in Manufacturing, 132 organizations in
the Manufacturing sector undertook the assessment.

INITTIATIVES,

APPOINTMENTS,

MOVEMENTS,

CELEBRATIONS,

HONOURS

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh presented the ICAI Award
for Excellence in Financial Reporting to RITES’ Director (Fi-
nance) & Chief Financial Officer Bibhu Prasad Nayak and
other officials at a ceremony on February 9, 2022.

DFCCIL QUICK - DFCCIL

The DFC IT team showcased DFCCIL QUICK, an in-house auto-
mated IT application. This application will reduce duplication
of effort & lead to optimization of time, manpower & organiza-
tional efficiency.

APPOINTMENTS

IndianQil Sukla Mistry has taken
over as Director (Refineries) of Indi-
anQil. Mistry is the first woman
Functional Director on the IndianQil
Board. She will also be holding the
positions of Director on the board of Chennai Petroleum
Corporation Ltd. (CPCL) &the 60 MMTPA Ratnagiri Refinery
& Petrochemical Ltd., the world’s largest grass root refinery
project, coming up in Maharashtra. Mistry will continue to
hold the post of Non-Executive Director on the Board of
IHBL, a Joint Venture Company of three leading Oil & Gas
Central Public Sector Undertakings. Mistry as Director (Re-
fineries) of IndianQil shall spearhead the business & opera-
tions of nine refineries & petrochemical plants of IndianOil.

IndianQil The Appointments Com-
mittee of Cabinet (ACC) has approved
the extension of Dr SSV Ramakumar
as Director (Research & Develop-
ment), IndianQil Corporation w.e.f
01.02.2022 till 31.07.2023 i.e. the
date of his superannuation. He had
joined the IndianOil Board as Director (R&D) on 1st February
2017. Dr Ramakumar has more than three decades of rich
and versatile experience in research, development & de-
ployment in the downstream hydrocarbons sector. With
his experience and stature, Dr Ramakumar is regarded as a
leading voice in the industry on matters spanning the entire
energy portfolio.

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
Executive Engineer, Public Works Division, Ahmednagar

MOVEMENTS,

SECI Govt. of India has recently approved infusion of
additional Rs. 1000 Cr. equity into Solar Energy
Corporation of India Ltd. (SECI). The additional equity
will strengthen the company's Balance Sheet and
enable SECI to undertake critical investments in the
Renewable Energy (RE) sector. Equity infusion into
SECI, one of the implementing agencies for Renewable
Energy projects, is expected to boost investors’
confidence in the RE sector and reinforce the Govt's
commitment towards a sustainable future.

SPMCIL recently celebrated its 17th Foundation Day
programme through digital mode. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman chaired the programme online in
the august presence of Secretary, DEA, MoF, Senior
Economic Advisor, DEA, MoF and other senior officials
from Ministry and Director (HR) & Director (Finance) of
SPMCIL. Tripti Patra Ghosh, CMD, SPMCIL, in her
welcome address highlighted the achievements and
the innovative initiatives of the Company.

IRCTC With the requirement of travelling passengers
and easing of COVID lockdown restrictions across the
country, IRCTC is all set to resume the services of
cooked food in trains. By 14th February 2022, the
complete restoration of cooked food has been done
as per guidelines received from the Railway board.
Cooked food on premium trains (Rajdhani, Shatabdi,
Duronto) had already been restored in Dec 21'. Ready
to eat meals would also continue.

Tata Power-DDL recently organized a ‘Special Lok
Adalat’ in collaboration with the Delhi State Legal
Services Authority (DSLSA) for on-the-spot
settlements of power theft cases. The Lok Adalat took
up cases that are either pending in any Court of Law or
are yetto be filed in any Court of Law.

SCOPE National e-Meet of Women in Public Sector
(WIPS) under the aegis of SCOPE was addressed by
Rekha Sharma, Chairperson, National Commission for
Women; Soma Mondal, Chairman, SAIL & Chair-
person, SCOPE; Atul Sobti, DG, SCOPE; Alka Mittal,
CMD, ONGC; Vartika Shukla, CMD, EIL & H. K. Joshi,
CMD, SCI in the presence of Dr. Dharini Mouli,
President APEX; Nanda Kulkarni, President, Western
Region & other members of WIPS. The program was
attended by around 900 participants from across the
country.

BRPL & BYPL After the success of the Covid
vaccination drives, where thousands of employees and
their family members got vaccinated, BSES Rajdhani
Power Limited (BRPL) and BSES Yamuna Power
Limited (BYPL) have now started a drive to administer
booster (precautionary) doses to the eligible
employees. Within a few days itself, over 2500 (and
counting) employees have received the booster dose.
Additionally, BSES is also holding camps to administer
vaccines to the children of employees.

CELEBRATIONS

i RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT PRASARAN NIGAM LIITED

SR. NAME OF oLD NATURE OF CORRI- | WEBSITE OF NODAL OFFI- . .
No. | BOARD/CORP/ | REFERENCE/NIT NO.|  GENDUM THE BOARD | CER/CONTACT Web- www.mahapwd.com & E-mail: ahmednagar.ee @mahapwd.gov.in NOTICE INVITING BID (BN-2810002104)
AUTH CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL Bids for Construction of 132 KV 3-phase transmission line on D/C towers form 132KV/|
1| THE RoHTAK O | 2022 HBG 206489 1 | THELASTDATE | viaindiaorgin | 9996577629 REQUEST OF PROPOSAL E-NOTICE NO. 56 FOR 2021-22 [l it a8
DU o SUBMISSION IS Vg;r‘a’i?gkn? Sealed online request for Proposal for Appointment of following work are invited by e e o i e sl o e Procirement porta
LTD ROHTAK UPTO 23.02.2022 the Executive Engineer, P. W. Division, Ahmednagar, from experienced Technical| [http:/energy.rajasthan.gov.in/rvpn departmental website.
Consultant or consultants and fullfilling the qualifying criteria in Request for Proposal giu;\awéj::‘rvwszg;mzsz
7587/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in tender document. Raj.Samwad/C/21/11675 Superintending Engineer (T&C) Merta City (Nagaur)
Sr. Name of Project Deposit Cost of Class
GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM No. Processing | tender |Of Consultancy S CT
fee Rs. in form fee firm (A Mini Ratna Category- | CPSE ,Govt. of India)
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORT formof DD | Rs. e
Paribahan Bhawan, Jawahar Nagar, Khanapara, Guwahati-22 1 |Prepairing Detailed project| 50,000/- 5,000/- experienced Invitation for Bids
Email: report.ctassam @gmail.com Website: www.comtransport.assam.gov.in Report (DPR) of Rahta- Lohare- (Including Technical EEQI!;(IE%S)LiTitig,/?hﬂini Ratna Ckategorv-1CPSE, Govt. of India invites Bids from
R eligible biaaerstorthe rollowing work:
No.CT.MV/253/2021/668 Mandawa- Parner- Belvandi- GST Consultant or S io NIT NG ’ T
Corrigendum-2 Extension of last date of bid submission for Shrigonda- Hiradgaon- 12%) consultants TN e e e ey
RFP Kuldhran- Karjat- Karmala Road (Non f|rm. a.nd " | EdCIL/0TAS /|Services on turnkey basis during PAN India Computer
SH 67 KM 162/000 to 224/600 Refundable) fullfilling Services/2022/001 | Based Testbeing conducted by EdCIL (India) Limited
RFP No 6 of 2021-22 Tal.- Shrigonda, Karjat & the qualifying
is is i i - < ’ o Note: The Tender document is available on http://www.edcilindia.co.in and CPP
This IS, |n. reference to RFP No. CT'MV/253/2021/1,90 issued dated ?Zth Jan 2022 by ,the Karmala Dist. Ahmednagar & criteria portal. Any further information shall be published on the referred website only and
Commissioner of Transport, Govt of Assam for Selection of Implementation Agency for "Vehicle Solapur. (Second Call) in R.EP. no separate press advertisement will be issued.
Tracking Platform for ngety and Enforcement as per AIS — 140 standgrd in Ass_am. In this 2 |Prepairing Detailed project| 50,000/ 5.000/- experienced
regard all prospective Bidders are hereby informed that the last date of bid submission for RfP Report (DPR) of Karala Nannaj (Including Technical
has been extended as per the below table. The other terms and conditions of the RFP remains Jamkhed Sakat Patoda Road GST Consultant or
unchanged. SH. 56 KM 0/00 to 59/200 Tal. 12%) consultants firm
Sl. No Particulars Current Dates Revised Dates Karmala, Jamkhed, Patoda. (Non and fullfilling the HUB T
1 |Bid Submission End Date __|1:00 PM, 14th February 2022 |1:00 PM, 21st February 2022 Dist. Solapur, Ahmednagar, Refundable)|  qualifying Haldia Energy Limited
2 [Bid Opening Date 1:00 PM, 15th February 2022 |1:00 PM, 22nd February 2022 Beed. (Second Call) criteria in R.F.P. CIN LIP3 B98I FLG BS54
Q. E-tender Time Table Regd. Office: 24, Lord Sinha Roed, Flrs_t Floor,
. i sd - - - Falkata- 700071, Wist Bengal, India
Joint Commissioner of Transport Period of Downloading of Bid|Dt.15.02.2022 at 10.00 a.m. to

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
DOMESTIC COMPETITIVE BIDDING (DCE)
for WET LIMESTONE BASED FLUE GAS
DESULPHURISATION SYSTEM
AMND AUXILIARIES (WLFGD)

Haldia Ensrgy Limited [HEL} intends to set up Wat
Limestone Based Flue Gas Desulphurisation (WLFGD)
Sysiem and Awdliaries for its 23300 MW Coal Based
Thermal Powar Plant at Haldia, Purba Mednipur, West
Bengal, India,

HEL invites sealed bids (heough DOE mcde fram aligile
béddera for the following Tenders:

document/ Sale start and end dates

Pre bid Meeting Date, Time and
Place

Dt. 22.02.2022 at 18.00 p.m.

Dt. 18.02.2022 at 14.00 Hrs.

In the Office of The superintendent
Engineer, P.W.Circle, Bandhakam Bhavan,
Ahmednagar- Aurangabad Rd., DSP
Chowk, Ahmednagar 414001

Dt. 15.02.2022 at 10.00 a.m. to
Dt. 22.02.2022 at 18.00 p.m.

Dt. 24.02.2022 at 11.00 Hrs. (If Possible)
(In the Office of The superintending
Engineer, P.W.Circle, Ahmednagar)

Dt. 24.02.2022 at 10.00 Hrs. Superintending

Office of the Commissioner of Transport
Paribahan Bhawan, Jawahar Nagar
Khanapara, Guwahati - 22

Janasanyog/C/12068/21

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, WATER RESOURCES
DEPARTMENT ASSAM, GUWAHATI

No. CE/CC/WR/NIT/2019-20/1003/118
PRESS NOTICE FOR BID

Chief Engineer, Water Resources Department, Guwahati, on behalf of Governor of Assam invites National
Competitive Bidding Tender for the following works

Period of Bid Submission/ Bid
Submission start and end dates

Bid Opening Period

Hard Copy Submission of Technical

Praposal Engineer, P.W.Circle, Ahmednagar 1. Tender No: HEL-FGD-BOPS-M-01: Supply of Balance
SI. No. of Lot/ | Approx. |Earnest Money/ Executive Engineer, Public Works Division, of Plant Systam {Mechanical) for WLFGD Systemn
pa.cka;;es Name of The Scheme Contract élmount in | Bid Security in Ahmednagar and Auxiliaries
No. rore (Rs.) lakh (Rs.) ' L-FGD- E-{H: Bala
Upgradation of Buridehing embankment along right The Details Tender Notice can be is avaialble on Web- www.mahapwd.com (Only Tender Notice) 2. Fﬂ?ﬂ?;g&m [greac?rllzfal am;I %JEEE;T WLFrgl;
1 bank of Buridehing river to reduce flood risk at Moran| Lot 1 39.389 40.00 1. https://mahat_enders.gov.m (Any changes in the NIT will be Corrigendum’s published Bpfpn and it
and Lahowal area. on above website) ¥ : .
ot1 53109 54,00 2. Notice Board at 0/0 Executive Engineer, P.W.Division, Ahmednagar 414001 3. Tender No: HEL-FGD-CEC-01: Civil and Erection
5 |Construction and upgrading of river works along the| Lot 2 52.393 53.00 ) . sd/- Contract for WLFGD Syslemn and -ﬁ“:“ra"“5
Buridehing River to reduce river erosion risks Lot 3 27.869 28.00 Executive Engineer Fior scope of wark and olher tarms and conditions of MIT,
Lot 4 37.298 38.00 Public Work Division, | | piease visd aur website: wanshaldiaenergy.co.in
3 Construction& upgrading of river works along the Beki| Lot 1 54.593 55.00 Ahmednagar
River for reducing flood and river erosion risks. Lot 2 61.722 62.00
Details may be seen at website- http/assamtenders.gow.in s@ GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA Rewl o lod o e 1]V ‘EIE‘
1. Bidders from India should, however, be registered with the Government of India or other State
Governments/ Government of India, or State/ Central Government Undertakings. Bidders from India, who SR MAHE OF l WENSITE OF THE ROGAL
are not registered as above, on the date of bidding, can also participate provided they get themselves Mo. ODARD CORP.{ ALTH e b - GOARD CORP.{AUTH nmmﬂu
registered by the time of contract signing, if they become successful bidders. i ) . | THEDATE o TEMUER SUBNISEION EXTERLED LPI0 L3:00 HAS Ny TR-I5RITEA
2. The Water Resources Department (WRD), ASSAM now invites online Bids from eligible Bidders for the x il HIET: OB T T EUR 1 22 DARER, 1 2 54, W TED 1 :“IEMIE‘:&E?‘SII?EE;!TE UIFTCh A el H e D g B FrodsTvpnOrg.in
lot/contract for the construction of works detailed above in the table. The bidders may submit bids for any THE DA 1E OF TEMDER SUBMISEI0M EXTERDED LI L3:00 HIS PR
or all of the lots/contracts in these three Requests for Bids. If a Bidder chooses to quote for more than one ‘ L KIEF KO 19 TS/ PRI 22 e TED 07.01. 2020 O LaTED |3£I.2M1.E;:;llﬂuﬂlrﬁ';:mt$ﬁ UETSR I H i) il proiheTn R in
lot/contract, it should submit separate Bid (complete with all documents including Bid Security) for each FWET ot T AT AT OF SHLINE BIG SR HIES R 15 ERTE IERCES L [P
lot/contract. 1 il DGR M3 1347 HIT WO L1230 DATER £2.12. 2021 T e T (W5 T vk KIS, wraced oo In QN - |
. . : 3 DLE T0 LES5 R OF NIG5 AECETED THIG TERDER 55 HEREDT METZ-2 5178
Chief Engineer, 1 HVPL HIT rad LIFIERLTSIFEL DATED 27.LL 2021 EXTERDED UFTO LB G033 (11; 00 HIs: R e I8 ol
Water Resources Department ; L T-TIREER CACRIRY D TV ONRFIRE-22 TATID TEIFAIGE NIRIF R 02, T LAST TATE GF CRLIHE i TR NL77-7 563768
J 1CI12071/21 A 1901, 302 DRLINE TEMCER |02 HBC 30<%eh L | SUBMISSICN 25 EXTENOED UPTO). DT.022092 (1% (0 HAs] proilieprLrg. in
anasanyo ssam
yog TEELHAY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurament.gowv.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
I‘IIUW Dﬂillll
I —_— I —_— I | I —_—
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

IBornali Das W/o Ajoy
Choudhury R/0-25, AIIMS
Apartment, Mayurkunj, Mayur
Vihar Ph-1 Extn., Delhi-110096
have changed my name to
Barnali Choudhury.

0070772928-1

IBhagyalakshmi, spouse of late
PK Kunhanandan Nambiar,
resident of C 13, APOORVA
APARTMENTS PLOT no 14
Sector 5 Dwarka New Delhi,
110075 have changed my name
from Bhagyalakshmito
Bhagyalakshmi Nambiar vide
affidavit dated 19.02.2022 at
New Delhi. 0040602723-1

ILVINOD SHARMA, S/0.CHANAN
RAM SHARMA, ADD- GALI.NO-
5,78-A,KRISHAN KUNJ
EXTENSION, LAXMI
NAGAR,DELHI 110092.Changed
my name to VINOD KUMAR
SHARMA. Permanently.

0040602796-3

1,Sajid Ali QureshiR/0.322 Avas
Vikas Colony,BSR Road,Hapur,
UP have changed my minor son
name from Aamir Ahsan to
Aamir Ahsan Qureshi.

0040602790-6

I,RAJU S/O.ANAND SINGH, ADD-
RZ-103 A,GALI NO-8,KAILASH
PURI EXTN,PALAM COLONY,
SOUTH WEST DELHI 110045,
changed my name to RAJU
SINGH BISHT. Permanently.

0040602796-2

I,ASHISH VASISHTTE,W/0O
ASHWINISHARMA,R/O
519,ARUN-VIHARSECTOR 28
NOIDA,G.B.NAGAR,U.P.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME,FROM
ASHISH VASISHTTE TO ASHISH
VASISHTT,FOR ALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040602802-6

1, Savitri W/o Ramesh Chandra
Patel R/0 house N0.102
C,Sector-2E Kamna,Vaishali
Ghaziabad UP have changed
my name to Savitri Patel.

0040602790-2

Itis for general information that
I,FARAH,wife of Shri.MOHD
SHAKIL,daughter of,
SALIMUDDIN,residing at.
Flat.No.A-15/116-B, DDA-
Flats,Inderlok,Delhi-110035,
declare that name of mine has
been wrongly-written as AL
FARAH in my birth-certificate.
The actual-name of mine is
FARAH, respectively which
may be amended accordingly.

0040602796-10

1,Vinod Jain,S/0 Late Shri.
Mahender Jain R/0-197/A,Ram-
Nagar Extension Krishna-
Nagar,Delhi-110051,have
changed my nameto Vinod
Kumar Jain,for all purposes.

0040602793-7

I,Vinay Narang S/o Chander
Mauli Narang R/o Flat-1-1005,
10th Floor, Grand Ajnara
Heritage, Plot—GH-01/B,
Sector-74, Noida(U.P) have
changed my nameto Vinay
Kumar Narang for all purposes

0040602706-1

I,VINEET SACHDEV,S/0 Shri. RAM
KRISHAN SACHDEV,R/0-D1/22,
DLF PHASE-1, GURUGRAM,
GURGAON,HARYANA-122001,
have changed my name to
VINEET KRISHANA SACHDEV
permanently. 0040602802-2

I,Sumesh Kaushal S/o-Inder Lal
Kaushal R/0-House no.2006,
Ganj mir khan, Darya-ganj,
Delhi-110002 have changed my
name from Sumesh Kaushal to
Sumesh Kumar Kaushal for,all
future purposes. 0040602692-1

l,Ganga Singh,D/0O Kunwar
Singh,R/0O H.No-173,Top-
Floor,Khirki Village,Malviya-
Nagar,Delhi-110017,Have
Updated the father’s name of
my(Minor) daughter Miss
Asmita Singh as Ravi Prakash
inall documents. 0040602796-7

I,Azad Kumar Chaudhry,S/o
Shivji Chaudhry,R/0 H.N0.351,
3rd-Floor, Left-Side GaliNo.4,
Govindpuri,Kalkaji, New Delhi-
110019,decalre that name of
mine and my father has been
wrongly-written as Azad
Kumar Chaudhary and Shivji
Chaudhary in my final year
Marksheet and Degree of
Bachelor prosthetics and
Orthotics and my OBC-
Certificate bearing
No.OBC/05/52/6965/8/1/2010/
9121012707. The actul-name of
mine and my father are Azad
Kumar Chaudhry and Shiviji
Chaudhry. 0040602796-6

I,Alina Usman D/o-Mr.
Mohammed Usman,R/0-Qtr.
No.861,3rd Floor,Sector-5,
Pushp Vihar,M.B.Road,New
Delhi-110017,informthatin
my,school certificates
my,father name wrongly-
written as Md.Usman.His
correct name is Mohammed
Usman for all,future purpose.

0040602790-10

I, Mahesh alias Nisha
Maheshwari alias Mahesh
Narain alias Mahesh Narain
Maheshwari alias Mahesh
Tawari alias Mahesh Narain
Tawari S/0O Ram Lal, R/0 45
Chanakyapuri Shastri Nagar
Meerut L.L.R.M Med College
Meerut Uttar Pradesh-250004,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
Mahesh Maheshwari.

0070772918-2

IShashank Aggarwal S/o Late
Sandeep Kumar Aggarwal R/o
1/9734, Bahal Gali, West
GorakhPark, Shahdara, Delhi-
110032 have changed my name
from YASH AGGARWAL to
SHASHANKAGGARWAL for all
future purposes.

0040602732-1

I,Preeti Manchanda,D/o-late
Sh.Kimti Lal Mehta,W/o0 Sh.Atul
Manchanda,R/0-H1/,
H1/16,Krishna-Nagar,H.O-
East,Delhi-110051,Inform That
Preeti Manchanda and Sonia
Mehtais same name and he
same person. 0040602793-8

I,Minakshi Vinay Narang W/o
Vinay Kumar Narang R/o Flat-1-
1005, 10th Floor, Grand Ajnara
Heritage, Plot—GH-01/B,
Sector-74, Noida(U.P) have
changed my name to Minakshi
Narang for all purposes

0040602706-2

I,Manish Kumar Dadhich S/o
Madan Lal Sharma,R/0 Rz-
120,Second-Floor,T-Extn,
Vishwas-Park,Uttam-Nagar,
New-Delhi-110059,have
changed my son’s name,from
Saumya Dadhich to Mehul
Dadhich,for all Purposes.

0040602802-4

1,Gyan S/0 Shri Kuldeepak
Mehra R/0 B-8/67,Sector-3,
Rohini, Delhi-110085,have
changed my nameto Gyan
Mehra. 0040602802-1

1,Shil Kumari Devi W/o
N0.13854122Y. Ex NK Ramta
Pandey R/051A,Shyam
Vihar,Phase-2,Najafgarh,ND-
43,have changed my name to
Shail Kumari Pandey.

0040602790-8

I,BINESH/BINESH KUMAR YADAV
S/0 HUKUM SINGH YADAV,95,
PASCHIM ENCLAVE,PASCHIM
VIHAR,DELHI-110087.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO BINESH
KUMAR. 0040602793-9

I, BECHAN RAY,S/0 SHRI.MISRI
RAY, R/0. A-145 NEW FRIENDS-
COLONY SOUTH-DELHI PIN-
110025, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO VED PRAKASH.

0040602793-3

1, SHASHI W/0 BINESH KUMAR
YADAV R/0 95,PASCHIM
ENCLAVE, PASCHIM VIHAR,
DELHI-110087.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO SHASHI YADAV.

0040602793-10

I, Kavita Verma d/o Dinesh
Kumar Sirohi r/o House No.-22,
Sahakari Nagar, Ghaziabad-
201001 have changed my name
to KAVITASIROHI.  40602685-1

1, SAIF KHAN,H.NO-121 F/F
MODEL-BASTI KAROL-BAGH
DELHI-110005,changed my
Minor daughter name saarah
Saif to saarah Saif Khan.

0040602793-4

I, Inderjeet Pawar D/O Amerjeet
Singh, R/0 C-50, DDA Flats
Kalkaji, Delhi-110019. have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Inderjeet Kaur 0070772916-1

I,Manish Jha s/o Govind Jha
residence of Flat.no-1603,
Tower 21,Lotus Boulevard,
sector-100,Noida, UP have
changed my name to Manish
Kumar Jha. 0040602790-4

I,Kanta Rani Nagpal ,W/O Shri
Devinder Kumar Nagpal
R/0.H.N.27 Vaishali Apartment-
Vikas puri,New Delhi-
110018.Kanta Rani and Kanta
Rani Nagpal Both are one &
same person 0040602838-1

I,KM Beena Rana W/o.Gaurav
Kumar Arora R/0.B-4/1002
Panchsheel Greens-2,Sector-16
Greater Noida West G.B,Nagar.
UP have changed my name to
Shuby Arora. 0040602790-7

I,Ajay Chauhan S/o-Late
Harigovind Das Chauhan R/o-
C-210Vivek Vihar, Sector-82,
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh-201301 have
changed my nameto Ajay H.
Chauhan for,all purposes.

0040602742-1

I, Vinod Kumar Awana S/o Sh.
Kul Prakash Awana R/o Flat
No.3,DDALIG Flats, Pul
Pehladpur, New Delhi-110044, |
Declare that Vinod Kumar
Awana and Vinod Awana are
the same person.

0040602693-1

I, Vinit Tyagi S/O S C Tyagi,R/0 C-
261 GaliNo-11 New Usman Pur
Delhi-110053, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Vineet Kumar Tyagi.

0070772943-1

I, Vineet Kumar S/0 Subedar
Singh, R/0 HO-No-B-162 E1,
Block-B, Piili Kothi, New Ashok
Nagar, Delhi-110096 have
changed the name of my minor
daughter REVITHA MATHUR
aged about 6 Years and She
shall hereafter be known as
Revitha 00707729183-1

I, Vineet Kumar S/O Subedar
Singh, R/0 HO-No-B-162 E1,
Block-B, Piili Kothi, New Ashok
Nagar, Delhi-110096 have
changed the name of my minor
daughter KHYANA MATHUR
aged about 3 Years and She
shall hereafter be known as
Khyana 0070772912-1

l, Subho Nath DuttaS/OSN
Dutta, R/070, Ganga
Apartments, Alaknanda,
Kalkaji New Delhi-110019, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Subho
Dutta. 0070772948-1

I, Sarojini Kumari Barthwal W/o
Mr. Vishnu Datt Barthwal R/0
10/18, Moulsiri Road, Shipra
Suncity, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201014 have changed my name
to Sarojini Barthwal for all
future purposes. 0040602745-1

1,LASHWINI S/O SH.VED
PRAKASH,R/0 519,ARUN-VIHAR
SECTOR-28,NOIDA, G.B.NAGAR,
U.P.HAVE CHANGED MY NAME,
FROM ASHWINITO ASHWINI
SHARMA,FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040602802-5

I, ASHOK KUMAR S/O TIRATH
RAM,R/0 BF-17,IND-FLOOR
TAGORE-GARDEN DELHI-
110027,have changed my name
to ASHOK KUMAR ANAND.

0040602793-1

I, Rahul Rajgopal S/o Sh.
Rajgopal R/0-H.No.-F1, Plot
No0.38, Sector-2A, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad, UP-201010, have
changed my minor son’s name
from NAITREETVA KARTHAAV
to NAITREETVA KARTHA for all
future purposes.

0070772946-1

I, Kamla alias Kamla Devi D/O
Pan Singh, R/0 Khasra No- 38/1,
GaliNo-4,Fase 2 Om Vihar Peer
Baba Majaar Village Bankner,
Narela Delhi-110040. have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Nisha
Bisht 0070772919-1

I, Akshat Raghuvanshi S/o
Arvind Raghuvanshi R/o H.No-
31, GaliNo-3-D, Chandan Vihar,
West Sant Nagar Burari Delhi-
110084 declare thatin my 10th
class school certificate my
name mention as Akshat
Kumar instead of Akshat
Raghuvanshi. Akshat Kumar &
Akshat Raghuvanshi both
names belongs to same person

0070772949-1

I, Abhishek Jain S/0 Balraj Jain,
R/0 House N0-93C, Jain Nagar,
Rly. Road Meerut, Uttar
Pradesh-250002. Declare that
Name of My Mother has been
wrongly written as Monica Jain
inmy 10th Class Certificate No-
5404367, 12th Class Certificate
No-5896313. The actual name
of My Mother is Meenu Jain,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0070772926-1

l, Jyotsana Verma W/o Neeraj
Kumar Bhatt R/o Flat No.- 1701,
Tower-F, French Apartment,
Sector- 16B, Greater Noida
West, GB Nagar (UP), have
changed my name after
marriage to Jyotsana Bhatt for
all future purposes.

0040602690-1

I,Rishita Bhulchandani,D/o
Jitender Bulchandani & Aruna
Bulchandani,R/0 B-401, Balaji,
Apartment,Sector-14,Rohini
Delhi-110085, changed my
name to Rishita Bulchandani.

0040602796-8

ISugreev Singh, Army No.
2710871M, Rank Constable, S/o
Mabhipal, R/o Navali Har, Tehsil,
Ater, District Bhind (MP) have
changed my brother name
from Ankit to Ankit Yadav for
all future purposes.

0040602774-1

I,Ravi Shankar S/o Surya Mukh
Lal R/0.D-602 Swagatam
Apartment C-58/7,Sector-62,
Noida.UP have changed my
name to Ravi Shanker for
all.Future Purposes.

0040602790-3

IShiwani D/o Narender R/o
Mann Chaupal Wali Gali, 169
Village, Iradat Nagar Alias
Naya Bans Delhi-110082, have
changed my name to Shiwani
Mann 0070772904-1

l,Ranjita,W/0 Ravinder Singh,
R/0 WZ-862/3,GALI.NO-15A,
SADH NAGAR,PALAM-COLONY
PALAM-VILLAGE DELHI 110045.
have changed my name to
RANJEET KAUR.  0040602793-2

ISantos Goswami S/o Leela Giri
Goswami R/0. E-99/A, GaliNo.-
1, Phase-5, Aya Nagar, Delhi-
110047 have changed my name
to Siddhant Goswami.

0070772931-1

I,Ramesh Chandra S/o Golai
Ram R/o house N0.102
C,Sector-2E Kamna,Vaishali
Ghaziabad UP have changed
my name to Ramesh Chandra
Patel. 0040602790-1

I1Sanjay S/o Dharm Singh R/o
RZ-7,Ground floor, Galino.3
kailash puri Extn, Palam
colony, New Delhi-110045 have
change my name to Sanjay
Kumar 0040602711-1

I,Pooja Sachdeva W/0.
Harshdeep Singh R/0.D-111,
3rd floor,Ajay Enclave, New
Delhi-110018,have changed my
name to Pavneet kaur for all
purposes. 040602790-9

1 Komal D/o Narender Singh R/0
Mann Chaupal Wali Gali, 169
Village, Iradat Nagar Alias
Naya Bans Delhi-110082, have
changed my name to Komal
Mann. 0070772907-1

l,Parvindra Kaur,W/o Bharat
Singh,R/0 H.no.2/22U/F/F,
Nihal-Vihar Phase-2, Nilothi,
Delhi-110041,have changed my
name to Parwinder Kaur.

0040602796-5

I,PRASANNAN PILLAI KUTTAN
PILLAI, S/O.KUTTAN PILLAI,
ADD-2928-A SECTOR-55
FARIDABAD HARYANA-121004.
Changed my name to
PRASANNAN PILLAI,
Permanently 0040602796-1

I,Km Shallu Sharma,W/o Vikas
SharmaR/0-21A,Gali.No.11
Molarband Extension,Delhi-
110049,have changed my name
to Shallu Sharma.

0040602796-4

1,KUSHAGR S/O SANDEEP DIXIT
R/0 2/116,3rd-FLOOR,SUNDER
VIHAR,PASCHIM VIHAR,DELHI-
110087.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO KUSHAGR DIXIT.

0040602793-5

1,Gulshan Malhotra,S/o Milkhi
Ram Malhotra,R/0-267 GH-
6,Prachin Apartment Paschim
Vihar,Delhi-110087,have
changed my nameto Gulshan
Kumar. 0040602822-1

l,Gaurav Kumar S/o Ram
Krishan R/0.B-4/1002
Panchsheel Greens-2 Sector-
16,Greater Noida West.G.B
Nagar UP,have changed my
name to Gaurav Kumar Arora.

0040602790-5

I,Gargi Gill alias Gargi Bhat,D/o
Hardip Singh Gill,W/o Firdous
Manzoor Bhat R/0-183/184,
Pocket D-15,Sector-3,Rohini,
Delhi-110085,have,changed my
name to Gargi Gill for all,
purposes. 0040602796-9

l,Deen Mohammad S/0O-Rozdar
Khan R/0-Ali Meo Hodal Palwal
Haryana-121106,Have Changed
My,Name To Din Mohammad,.
For All Future Purposes.

0040602802-3

l, Sumana Dua D/o. Mr. Ashwani
Dua, R/0.36/55, West Punjabi
Bagh, New Delhi-110026 have
changed my name Sumana
Dang to Sumana Dua for all
future purposes.

0040602687-1

1,Bhod Raj Malhotra,S/o Sundar
Dass,R/0 4580, Gali.N0.13,3rd-
Floor, Jai-Mata Market
TriNagar,Onkar-Nagar,New
Delhi-110035,have changed my
name to Bodh Raj Malhotra.

0040602793-6

I Suman W/o Sanjay Kumar R/o
RZ-7,Ground floor, Galino.3
kailash puri Extn, Palam
colony, New Delhi-110045 have
change my name to Suman
Lata 0040602713-1

I, Prem Chand S/0 Sitaram, R/o
House No-A-356, Daksh
Prajapat, Chattarpur, Lavanya
Hospital, Chhattarpur, Delhi-
110074, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Prem Daksh.  0070772944-1

I, Diksha Upadhyay W/o Shri
Sanjay Upadhyay R/0 33, Shiv
Ratan City Navoday Nagar,
Haridwar, Uttrakhand have
changed my name from Juna
Chamolato Diksha Upadhyay
for all future purposes.

0070772929-1

I,Chaman Saini S/o Naresh
Kumar Saini R/0-125/1A,
Gali.No.3, East Moti-Bagh, Sarai
Rohilla,Delhi-110007,have
changed my name to Lakshay
Saini.

0040602802-7

I Ruchi Garg W/0, Vivek Gupta
R/0 C-122/B3, Shalimar Garden
Extension 2, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad, Up -201005 have
changed my name to Namrata
Gupta for all purposes

0040602709-1

1 Ekta Goel D/o Anil Kumar Goel
and W/o Varun Kumar R/o H.
No. 738, Urban Estate Near
Manav Chowk Ambala City,
Sector-8 Haryana-134003, have
changed my name to Ekta
Garg. 0070772906-1

LOST & FOUND

IRamesh Chander AroraS/o
Late Siri Chand R/0 1349-50,
Faiz Ganj, Bahadur Garh Road,
Delhi-110006 have lost my
Original Registry of Property
No.B-5/70, Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi. Finders may contact at
above address or Mobile No.
9871232765 0040602686-4

LOST & FOUND

Lost Original Documents i.e.
DDA ALLOTMENT LETTER,
POSSESSION LETTER, SITE
POSSESSION , LEASE DEED
AND OTHER RELATED PAPERS
of Flat No. D-401, 4th Floor,
Kaveri Apartments, Alkananda ,
New Delhi favouring Smt.
Sudesh Soeny W/o Kewal
Krishan Soeny FIR Lodge Vide
LR. NO. 126038/2022.
Founder inform at above
address..

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that my
client Smt. Ramrati W/o Late Sh. Dalel
Singh R/o H. No. 613/45, Gali No. 4,
Harijan Basti, Bindapur, New Delhi-
110059 has debarred her sons Namely Sh.
Deepak S/o Late Sh. Dalel Singh and his
wife Smt. Bala, Sh. Sandeep S/o Late Sh.
Dalel Singh his wife Smt. Pooja, Sh. Arun
S/o Late Sh. Dalel Singh his wife Smt.
Renu from their movable and immovable
property and served all the relationship in
future due to the misbehavior and
misconduct of them. None of the above
persons are not take care of mine in any
manner and harassed me. Any person
dealing with the said persons shall be
doing so at own risk and responsibility.
Sd/- RAKESH SHARMA (Advocate)
Ch. No. 603, Lawyer’s Chamber Block
Dwarka Court Complex,
New Delhi- 110075

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that
my clients Sh. Rajeshwar Dayal
Bhardwaj son of Sh. Mangey Ram
Bhardwaj and his daughter in-law Smt.
Latika D/O Sh. Sudarshan Kumar both
residents A-37, Third Floor, Jail Road,
Fateh Nagar, Delhi-110018 have
debarred/disowned their son/husband
respectively namely Sh. Deepak
Bhardwaj S/O Sh. Rajeshwar Dayal
Bhardwaj R/O K1-59, Kavi Nagar,
Ghaziabad, U.P. 201002 from all their
moveable & immoveable properties and
their personal life & ceased all relations
with him due to his misbehavior. My
clients will not be responsible for his acts
& deeds and dealings with any person.
Sd/- G. P GOYAL (Advocate)
Ru-352 Pitampura Delhi.
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Rt BIRBAL SINGH-ADVOCATE
Ch. No. 722, District Court Dwarka,
New Delhi -110075

Public Notice
My Client Mr. Balbir Singh
S/o Hari Singh, R/o - 66,
Patparganj Village, Delhi.
He has evicting his
younger son Bhupender
Singh from all his movable
and immovable property.
In future he will not have
any relation with any of his
acts/transactions.

Udyan Vats, Advocate
Off. No. 1, Building No. 10,
Patparganj Village, Delhi.

My client Mr. BALDEV RAJ S/o Sh. Nand
Lal, Rlo WZ-384, Tihar Village, Tilak Nagar,
New Delhi-110018, has severed his relation|
from his son Mr. Ankit Sharma S/o Baldev|
Raj and daughter-in-law Smt. Goldy Sahni
ISharma W/o Ankit Sharma R/o WZ-384,
Tihar Village, Tilak Nagar, New Delhi-
110018 disowned and debarred them from
lall moveable and immovable properties and|
ishall not be responsible for their acts, deeds|
land things done by them in past, presentand|
future. Anyone who deals with them shall be|
doing at their own cost and risks and my|
labove client will not be held responsible of
their acts hereafter.

Shiv Datt Atri (Advocate)

SR-II-B, Distt. Centre, Janakpuri, Delhi-58

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Baljeet Singh @ Baljit Singh
Sio Sh. Kartar Singh R/o House
No.147, Neb Sarai, IGNOU, New
Delhi - 110068, has disowned his son
namely DEEPAK KUMAR, his wife
ANKITA VERMA and their children,
from all his Properties (Moveable &
Immoveable) from today onwards and
severed all relation from them due to
their misconduct & unlawful behavior
towards my client. Anybody deals with
them, then it will be at hisrher own
risks, costs and consequences and
my client shall notbe liable for that.
Sanjeev Kumar (Advocate),
Office: 255/2, Neb Sarai,
Main IGNOU Road, New Delhi-68

PUBLIC NOTICE

That my original title deed of Property No.
95, Pocket-ll, Jasola, New Delhi
registered as Sale Deed dated 28.05.2013
executed by CBG Impex Pvt. Ltd., in our
favour named as M/s Navrang Tradelinks
Pvt. Ltd. registered as Document No.
4483, Book No. 1, Volume No. 12809, on
Page 168 to 175 dated 28.05.2013 in the
office of Sub Registrar-V, New Delhi, has
been lost by me in the market of Jasola,
Delhi at about 2.16 PM on 10.02.2022 and
in this regard he has got registered
Information Report vide SO No. 430/2014
and LR No. 120959/2022 Date
11.02.2022. Any person who will find out
the said document, kindly contact to the
undersigned on Mobile No. 8130555067.
Sd/- MEENU SHARMA (Advocate)
(Mob No. 9711028091)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all concerned that my
client Smt. Mohinder Kaur W/o Lt.
Sh. Gurdayal Singh R/o, Z-155
B.Block, Gali No. 5, Narsingh
Garden, New Delhi 110018 has
disowned/ debarred her son namely
Sh. Jaspal Singh from all movable
and immovable properties due to his
conduct, misbehavior and being out
of her control. Any person dealing
with her son in any manner shall be
on his/her risk and consequences.
My client shall not be responsible for
any acts, things or liability done by

her son.
PUNEET KUMAR ADVOCATE
3rd Floor, Building No. 9,
DDA Mkt. Ashok Vihar Ph-ll,
Delhi-110052.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client RAM PRASHAD S/O RAM
JEEVAN R/O PLOT NO.10/6 & 10/8,
KH. NO: 160/23 & 24, KRISHAN
VIHAR, BAWANA, DELHI, do
hereby disown/debar his son
DEEPAK Daughter-in-Law namely
PINKI from all movable-immovable
properties due to misconduct &
being out of control. Anybody deals
with them, shall do at his/ her own
cost & risk. My client will not be
responsible for their any acts/ deeds
Sd/-

Sudeep Yadav

Advocate

Ch.No. 306, Rohini Court, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client UMA SHANKAR S/O
BHAGWAN SHAH R/O N-9 C/3,
LAL BAGH, LAL BAGH, DELHI-
110033, do hereby disown/debar his
son MANOJ GUPTA & Daughter-in-
Law namely PRIYA KUMARI from all
movable-immovable properties due
to misconduct & being out of control.
Anybody deals with them, shall do at
his/her own cost & risk. My client will
not be responsible for their any
acts/deeds
Sd/-
Sudeep Yadav
Advocate
Ch.No. 306, Rohini Court, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENTS SH. BRAHM DEV
PANDEY S/O LATE SH. KEDAR NATH
PANDEY AND HIS WIFE SMT. USHA
PANDEY BOTH R/O H.NO.383, GALI
NO. 7, BABA HARIDAS GEETANJALI
ENCLAVE, JHARODA DELHI-110072
HAVE SEVERE ALL RELATIONS &
DEBAR THEIR DAUGHTER DIVYA
PANDEY FROM ALL MOVABLE-
IMMOVABLE PROPERTY(S) DUE TO
HER MISCONDUCT & MISBHEVIOUR.
MY CLIENTS WILL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY OF HIS
ACTS IN FUTURE WHATSOEVER.
DIWAKAR CHAUDHARY
(ADVOCATE)
CHAMBER AT: T-33 TEHSIL ROAD,
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that Mr.
Amarjit Singh S/o Didar Singh
and Mrs. Jaspreet Kaur W/o Mr.
A.S. Punihani, Both R/o S-138,
Greater Kailash, Part-1l, New
Delhi {Hereinafter collectively
referred as "the owners" acting
through their General attorney
Mrs. Rinku Punihani} have agreed
to sell to my client (Name not
disclosed due to certain reasons),
a residential property described in
the Schedule hereunder written
("the said premises") with clear
and marketable title free from all
encumbrances and with vacant
possession.
All persons/entities having any
kind of claim against or in respect
of the said premises or any part
thereof by way of any agreement
or agreement to sale, sale,
exchange, mortgage (equitable or
otherwise), gift, trust, inheritance,
family arrangement, maintenance,
bequest, possession, lease,
tenancy, license, lien, charge, pre-
emption rights, pledge, guarantee,
easement, loans, advances,
injunction or any or other
attachment, or under any decree,
order or award passed by any
court of law, Tribunal, Revenue or
Statutory Authority or Arbitration or
otherwise howsoever or in
possession of any documents in
respect of the abovesaid property
are hereby requested to notify the
same in writing to us with
supporting documentary evidence
at the address mentioned herein
below within 7(Seven) days from
the date hereof, failing which, the
claim or claims, if any, of such
persons shall be considered to
have been waived and/ or
abandoned and my client shall
proceed with the transaction.
THE SCHEDULE ABOVE
REFERRED TO
(“the said premises”)
Entire Third Floor and Entire
Terrace over and above the Entire
Third Floor of the proposed
building with Four Car Parking
spaces in the Stilt Area with
separate Gate and with Separate
Gate and also space for one Utility
with common WC in the stilt area
together with 22.5% undivided,
indivisible and impartible
ownership rights in the plot of land
measuring 306 Sq. Yards, bearing
no. S-138, Situated at Greater
Kailash Part-ll, New Delhi with all
rights, title and interest,
easements, privileges and
appurtenances thereto, with all
fittings, fixtures, connections,
structure standing therein.
Issued on this 14th Day of
February, 2022.
Sd/-
SUNIL KUMAR
Advocate
(E. No. D/421/93)
103, Aditya Arcade,
Preet Vihar, Delhi-110092
CHAMBER: 206, LAWYERS
CHAMBER, DELHI HIGH
COURT, NEW DELHI-110003.
TEL: 011-23389146

Our Clients, Mr. Naresh Kumar Dixit @
Naresh Dixit S/o Sh. B.S. Sharma &
Lata Dixit W/o Sh. Naresh Kumar Dixit
both Rio G-45, SFS Flats Gaurav
Apartments, Saket New Delhi-17 have
disowned and debarred their son
Vineet Dixit and his wife Ms. Akshara
Khurana from all their moveable &
immoveable properties & have severed
all relations from them. As their
marriage was inter caste marriage &
from day one of the marriage they are
living separately from our clients in a
different accommodation & due to their’
Hostile/Cruel behavior and mis conduct
of aforesaid Sh. Vineet Dixit & his wife
Ms. Akshara Khurana. Our Clients will
not be responsible for their any good or
bad acts & conducts with anyone.

Deepak Mittak (Advocate)
Ch. No. 564, Saket Court, New Delhi -17

PUBLIC NOTICE

That my original title deed of Property
Rectangle No. 5, Killa No. 3/2 (4-0), 3/3
(0-9), 4/2/1 (0-18), 7/2 (5-2), 13/1 (6-0), 8
(8-0) 14/1/1 (2-7) total measuring 26
Kanal 16 Marla i.e. 3.35 Acres, situated
in the Revenue Estate of Village
Naurangpur, Tehsil Manesar, District
Gurugram, which falls in Sector-80,
Gurugram, Haryana registered as
Conveyance Deed dt. 28.03.2014
executed by M/s Innovative Infra
Developers Pvt. Ltd., in our favour
named as M/s 4A Financials Securities
Service Pvt. Ltd. registered as duly
registered as Document No. 3173, Book
No. 1, Volume No. 222/131, on Pages
196/97 to 98 dated 28.03.2014 in the
office of Sub Registrar, Manesar,
Gurugram, has been lost by me in the
market of Jasola, Delhi at about 2.16 PM
on 10.02.2022 and in this regard he has
got registered information Report vide
SO No. 430/2014 and LR No. 120968
Date 11.02.2022. Any person who will
find out the said document, kindly
contact to the undersigned at Mobile No.
8130555067.

Sd/- MEENU SHARMA (Advocate)

Mob No. 9711028091

PUBLIC NOTICE

It i for the information that my client has
entered into an agreement for the purchase of
office space bearing private No. 203, on the
second floor, measuring 25 sq.yds. in the
property / Industrial Plot No. 42, situated at
DLF Industrial Area, Najafgarh Road, New
Delhi with (1) SmtPooja Bharara (45%
undivided share) W/o Shri Rajan Bharara R/o
E-41, Kirti Nagar, New Delhi (2) Smt. Mamta
Dham (45% undivided share) W/o Shri
Rakesh Dham R/o E-63, Second floor, Kirti
Nagar, New Delhi (3) M/s Sumit Gas Agencies
Private Limited, (10% undivided share) having
its registered office at 40, DLF Industrial Area,
Kirti Nagar, New Delhi, through its authorized
signatory Mrs. Ekta Sehgal.
My client has been assured that the property is
free from all encumbrances and on that
assurance my client is going to purchase the
aforesaid portion. Anybody having any interest,
title or concern in the aforesaid property may
contact with valid documents within seven days
from the publication of this notice.
Sd/- PURSHOTTAM SINGH (Advocate)
Chamber No. 548, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

KALOJI NARAYANA RAO UNIVERSITY OF

e HEALTH SCIENCES TELANGAGA STATE
NOTIFICATION FOR ONLINE APPLICATIONS FOR BHMS COURSE

Application forms online are invited from NEET-UG-2021 qualified candidates for admisison into BHMS
course under Management Quota for 2021-22 in Private Homoeo colleges affiliated to KNRUHS from
20.02.2022 to 26.02.2022.

Applications forms online are invited for All India Quota seats from candidates qualified in NEET-UG-2021 for
BHMS course 2021-22 in private Homoeo colleges affiliated to KNRUHS from 16.02.2022 to 20.02.2022.
For  detailed separate Notifications and Prospectus refer to KNRUHS  website:
www.knruhs.telangana.gov.in
Date: 14.02.2022

REGISTRAR
R.O. No. : 21344-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2021-22

NPCL NOIDA POWER COMPANY LIMITED
CIN:U31200UP1992PLCO14506

Notice Inviting Bids for Procurement of
Power on Short Term basis

Bids are invited by “Noida Power Company Limited having its registered
office at Electric Sub-station, Knowledge Park-IV, Greater Noida-201310
(U.P.)" for procurement of up to 85 MW power during 01.04.2022 t0 20.10.2022
as per the Guidelines of Ministry of Power, Gol dated 30.03.2016. Bid
Document is available on www.mstcecommerce.com.

The Company reserves the right to reject all or any of the Bids or cancel the
bidding process at any stage without assigning any reasons whatsoever and
withoutany liability.

For any clarification, contact at e-mail id powertrading@noidapower.com or

mobile no. 9718804966. Head (Power Purchase)

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF
SH. HARISH DUDANI,

DJ (COMMERCIAL COURT),
DWARKA COURTS,
NEW DELHI
PUBLICATION NOTICE
DEFENDANT
(Order 5 Rule 20 of the
Code of Civil Procedure)
Suit No: CS(COMM):

152/2020

Krishna Industries Vs. M/s

Kanak Exports

To,

1. M/s Kanak Exports
Through its Prop. / Auth.
Signatory/ Auth.
Representative

2. Mr. Bhupinder Pal Singh

Lamba

Prop. / Auth. Signatory / Auth.

Representative of M/s Kanak

Exports

Both At:

i. C-195, Phase-2, First Floor,

Mayapuri Industrial Area, New

Delhi-110064

ii. House NO. A-1/268,
Janakpuri, New Delhi- 110058
Defendants.

Whereas you are intentionally
avoiding services of summons.
If is hereby notified that if you
shall not defend the case on
the day of 05.03.2022 at 10.00
A.M. i.e. The day fixed in the
matter, it will be heard and
determined ex-parte.

[ Seal | Sd/- Judge

Mangalore SEZ Limited
Mangalore Special Economic Zone, Sy.No. 168-3A, Plot No. U-1
Administrative Building, Bajpe Village, Mangalore Taluk - 574 142
Dakshina Kannada (Dist), Karnataka. Phone: 0824-2885501/02
Fax:0824-2885503. Website: www.mangaloresez.com

CIN: U45209KA2006PLC038590 14.02.2022

INVITATION FOR E-BIDS FOR SUPPLY OF POWER
Tender No: MSEZL/Short Term PP/2022
MANGALORE SEZ LIMITED (MSEZL), a deemed distribution licensee under
Electricity Act, 2003 for supply of power at Mangalore Special Economic Zone,

invites e-bids for selection of seller for supply of power on short term basis for
a period of 6 months through E-Tendering and E-Reverse auction process.

S. No Event Date & Time
1. | Publication of Request for Proposal (RFP) / Activation 15.02.2022
of Event 10:00 Hrs
2. | Submission of RFP Bids including EMD (On line 21.02.2022
digitally signed non financial technical bid and IPOs) (up to 15:00 Hrs)

The Request for Proposal (RFP) documents for participation can be downloaded
through DEEP E-bidding portal of www.mstcecommerce.com.

Sd/-, Chief Executive Officer
Mangalore SEZ Ltd, Mangaluru

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused person Parmod Kumar S/o Ram Kumar R/o
H.No. 266, Gali No. 20, Sant Nagar Burari, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence
FIR No. 678/2007 u/s 392/411 IPC PS. Timarpur, Delhi and
it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said Parmod Kumar cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
Parmod Kumar has absconded (or is concealing himself
to avoid the service of the said warrant). Proceeding u/s 82
Cr.P.C. have been initiated in the case. Proclamation is
hereby made that the said Parmod Kumar accused of FIR
No. 678/2007 u/s 392/411 IPC PS. Timarpur, Delhi is
required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 12.04.2022.

By Order: Sh. Anurag Kumar
Metropolitan Magistrate-02 (Central),
Room No. 26, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/1971/N/22

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

WATER WAYS DIVISION, GARHWA
e-Procurement Tender Notice 2021-22.

Tender Reference NO.:- WRD/W.W.DIV.GARHWA/
F,-01/2021-22, Dated:- 11.02.2022

1 | Name of the work Anti erosion/ flood
protection work in left bank
of Panda river near Singhpur
village block Ketar in
Garhwa district under
Waterways Division,
Garhwa

2 | Estimated Cost (Rs.) Rs 1,01,33,600.00

3 | Earnest money (Rs.) Rs 2,03,000.00

4 | Cost of Tender Paper (Rs.) Rs 10,000.00

5 | Time of Completion 3 Month

6 | Date of Publication of Tender  on 16.02.2022 at 05:00 P.M.
website

7 | Last date/ Time for receipt of bids 03.03.2022 up to 05:00 P.M.

8 | Date of Receipt of hard copy, cost of 05.03.2022 up to 05:00 P.M.

bid documents & EMD

9 | Date of Opening e-tender

10 | Name & Address of office inviting
tender

11| Contact no. and E-mail ID of
Procurement officer

12 | Helpline number of e-Procurement cell
Note :- 1.Only e-Tender will be accepted.

2.Estimated cost may vary. Online BOQ amount shall prevail.
3.Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhand
tenders.gov.in

07.03.2022 at 02:00 P.M.
Executive Engineer
Waterways Division, Garhwa
7543912403
eewwgarh-cemed-jhr@nic.in
06562-240841

Executive Engineer
Waterways Division, Garhwa.
PR263830 (Water Resource)21-22*D

Govt. of Jharkhand
Energy Department

Jharkhand Renewable Energy Development Agency (JREDA)
3rd Floor, S.L.D.C. Building, Kusai Colony, Doranda, Ranchi-834002.
Ph.: 0651-2491161, Fax: 0651-2491165, E-mail: info@jreda.com; Website: w

Short Notice Inviting Bid (Urgent)

Tender Reference No.: 19/JREDA/DPR/CANAL/21-22 Dated: 12.02.2022
Sealed bids are invited from reputed and experienced firms/agencies having
experience of similar nature of work for the following:

1 [ Name of the work

Preparation of Feasibility-Cum-Detailed Project
Report (FDPR) of MW Scale Canal Top Solar PV
Power Project for JREDA, Ranchi.

tender

2 | Estimated Cost Rs. 8,00,000 /-
3 [ Period of work completion 02 (Two) Months
4 Da%e _(t)f publication of SNIT on 14.02.2022 (Monday)
website:
5 | Last date & time for receipt of 02.03.2022 (Wednesday) upto 5:00 PM
bids(Technical bid & Financial bid)
(Offline)
6 [ Tender Fee (Non-refundable) Rs.1000/- (One Thousand) only
7 | Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) Rs. 16000/- (Sixteen Thousand) only
8 | Bid Opening Date 03.03.2022 (Thursday) upto 3:00 PM
9 [ Name & address of office inviting Project Director,

Jharkhand Renewable Energy Development
Ar%ency(JRE A) )

3™ Floor, SLDC Building, Kusai, Doranda,
Ranchi- 834002 (Jharkhand)

10 | Contact no. of procurement officer

0651-2491167/68/61

11 [ Helpline no.

7004806449

Terms & conditions:
1. Tender documents can be purchased from the office of the undersigned during office
hours on any working day till the day before submission of the tender after depositing
the cost of Tender document (Non-refundable) in the shape of Bank Draft in favour of
Director, JREDA payable at Ranchi. Tender document can also be downloaded from
JREDA Website (www.jreda.com). In that case the cost of the document in the form of DD
is to be enclosed with the technical part of the bid.
No postal request for issue of Tender document will be entertained.
The tender must be accompanied with the Earnest Money Deposit (refundable) in
shape of Bank Guarantee or
nationalized/scheduled bank in favour of Director, JREDA payable at Ranchi. Proof of
EMD must be attached with tender documents otherwise the tender will be rejected
without assigning any reason thereof.
4. The undersigned reserves the right to issue the tender document /extend the date of
sale/submission of tender/opening of tender and cancellation of tender without
assigning any reason thereof.

PR 263811 (Energy) 21-22 (D)

Demand Draft issued from any Indian

Sd/-
Project Director,
JREDA, Ranchi

New Delhi
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PoLicy WATCH
NATIONAL SECURITY

Why did govt ban
54 more apps with
China connections

AASHISHARYAN &
SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

THE MINISTRY of Electronics
and Information Technology
(MeitY)onMonday issued or-
ders to ban 54 more apps
which either have originated
in China or have
some Chinese con-
nection. These apps
were banned for be-
ing threat to national
security.

EXPLAINED

Whatare the new
apps? Why have they been
banned?

As per the new list, video
editingapps suchas Viva Video
Editor- Snack Video Maker
with Music and Nice Video
Baidu, which are used exten-
sively formaking shortvideos,
games such as Onmyoji Chess
and Conquer Online II have
been banned in India. Garena
Free Fire- [lluminate, a game
which had gained popularity
amongchildren, teenagersand
youthinIndia after the ban on
PUBG, has also been banned.

The new apps, IT Ministry
officials said, have been
banned using emergency

powers under Section 69 of the
Information Technology Act.
Mostof these apps, the officials
said, were operating as clones
or shadow apps of the apps
that had earlier been banned
by the government.

The ban was recom-
mended by the Home
Ministry, IT Ministry officials

said, adding that
they have also been
removed from the
Google PlayStore.In
its statement,
Y Google said that
it  temporarily
blocked access to
theappsinIndia.

Which other apps have
been banned in the past?

In June 2020, the IT
Ministry had,inasimilar order
issued under Section 69 of the
IT Act,banned 59 apps, includ-
ing TikTok, Sharelt, UC
Browser, Likee, WeChat, and
Bigo Live. The ministry had said
these apps were “prejudicial to
sovereignty and integrity of
India, defence of india, security
of state and public order”. The
first ban was followed by an-
other set of 47 apps being
barred fromoperationsin India
from July 2020.

FINANCE MINISTER MEETS WITH RBI'S CENTRAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FM on cryptos: Govt, RBI ‘on board’,

will continue to have ‘discussions’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 14

THE GOVERNMENT and the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)are “on
board” with respect to the treat-
ment of cryptocurrencies even as
discussions are on concerningreg-
ulatory treatment digital virtual
currencies, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Monday
at a press conference. She was
speaking after having addressed
the Central Board of Directors of
the RBI in its customary post-
Budget meeting.

Sitharaman said there is a lot
of positivity around the upcoming
initial public offering (IPO) of Life
Insurance Corporation. With the
government planning to sell its 5
per cent equity, the LICIPO is ex-
pected to the biggest in the Indian
capital market. “Abig decision like
this is never a knee-jerk reaction.
It is done with consciousness ...
And I can see after the announce-
ment, the reception, thereis abuzz
in the air,” Sitharaman said. LIC
filed its draft red herring prospec-
tus (DRHP) with the markets reg-
ulator on Sunday.

On the issue of taxation and
regulation of cryptocurrencies, she
said: “RBI, government are on
board, discussions are going on.
Whatever decisions government
or RBI takes, is taken after discus-
sions. We are all discussing prior
to the Budget, discussion contin-

‘Muted impact: Biz activity
back to pre-third wave level’

The last week saw a pick-up in business activity to the
pre-third Covid-19 wave levels, according to the
Nomura India Business Resumption Index

the third wave losses

s

point recovery in the
] 7-70/0 NIBRI from its nadir

and almost fully compensates for

A LR

L4

Trends in ultra-high frequency data suggest a more muted impact of the
third wave on growth overall, the impact is concentrated among contact-
intensive services, and is not broad-based; and growth is likely bottomed at

end-January and appears set to rebound in February

Mobility indicators are
returning to pre-third wave
levels, pointing out that
Google workplace and retail
and recreation mobility rose by
5.6 ppand 7.9 pp,
respectively, while the Apple
driving index rose by 18 pp

Labour participation rate
inched lower to 40.3 per cent
from 40.5 per centin the
previous week, while power
demand fell by 1.5 per cent
week on week as payback from
the preceding week’s 13.3 per
centrise

Source:
Nomura/PTI

— BRIEFLY —
Textiles PLI

New Delhi: The Textiles
Ministry has extended the
lastdate for submission of ap-
plications for the Production
Linked Incentive scheme for
textiles to February 28 from
February 14.ENS

CSRdisclosure

New Delhi: The government
has put in place a detailed
disclosure framework for
CSR spending by firms. PTI

TexassuesFB

Washington: The Texas attor-
ney general’s office has sued
Facebook, allegingitviolated
privacy norms with facial
recognitiontech. Meanwhile,
the Dutchantitrustwatchdog
fined Apple $5.7 million, its
fourth such fine. REUTERS

AdaniEntresult

New Delhi: Adani Enterprises
on Monday reported a 99.4
per cent decline in consoli-
dated profittoRs 1.8 crore for
the December quarter. PTI

CGN, Vidya Sagar
New Delhi: CBR Global
Network (CGN) and Chenn-
ai-based Vidya Sagar have
launched a new course,
based on the CBR (Commu-
nity based rehabilitation)
guidelines for all those who
workinthe sector. Theonline
training programme was de-
veloped by the WHO. The
courses are being jointly
hosted by CGN and Vidya
Sagar, which include 8 mod-
ulesonmanagement, health,
education, livelihood, social,
and empowerment. ENS

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with Reserve Bank of
India Governor Shaktikanta Das, in New Delhi, Monday. ANI

ues and we shall continue to have
discussions. All the decisions
which have been taken onit, obvi-

Cryptos ‘worse’ than ponzi:

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY 14

STRONGLY RECOMMENDING for
abanon private virtual currencies
in India, Reserve Bank Deputy
Governor T Rabi Sankar on
Monday said cryptocurrencies are
very much like “a speculative or
gambling contract working like a
Ponzischeme”.

“More substantially, they can
(and if allowed most likely will)
wreck the currency system, the
monetary authority, the banking
system, and in general
Government’s ability to control the
economy,” Sankar said. “They
threaten the financial sovereignty
of acountry and make it suscepti-
ble to strategic manipulation by

ouslyithasavery serious, itisadig-
ital currency from the central bank
of some description, so obviously

private corporates creating these
currencies or Governments that
control them,” he said at an IBA
meet. “They are akin to Ponzi
schemes,and may evenbe worse,”
Sankar said. “From what we have
seen so far, there does not appear
to be any case to allow cryptocur-
rencies to be legitimized in India.”

He said increased acceptance
of cryptocurrencies would result
in effective ‘Dollarization’ of our
economy. “Dollarization, it is well
understood, would undermine
the ability of authorities to control
money supply or interest rates, as
monetary policy would not have
anyimpacton the non-Rupee cur-
rencies or paymentinstruments,”
Sankar said. “When thathappens,
India loses not just its currency, a
defining feature of its sovereignty;,

with more focus having had con-
sultations.”

Reiterating the central bank’s
serious concerns over cryptocur-
rencies, RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das last Thursday said these are a
big threat to the country’s finan-
cial and macroeconomic stability
and also warned investors that
cryptocurrencies do not have any
underlying asset, not even a tulip.
The Union Budget 2022-23 has
proposed a 30 per cent tax on pri-
vate cryptocurrencies and non-
fungible tokens.

To another query on whether
the plantoinclude government se-
curities in international bond in-
dices is being held back, Das on
Monday said the workand process
is underway with regard to this
proposal. “Inclusion in the global
index is a process and earlier fully
accessible route was introduced
whereby certain G-seg, it is fully
accessible to the foreign investors.
We are moving towards that it is
workin progress sofarasinclusion
inindex is concerned,” he said.

On inflation, Das said that the
“momentum of inflation is on a
downward slope” and the central
bank would continue to strike a
delicate balance between the need
to contain price rise and ensure
economic growth.

Das said issuance of green
bonds, another proposal for the
nextyear’s Budget, will widen par-
ticipation of investors in the Indian
market. “With regard to green

“More substantially, they
(cryptos) can (and if
allowed most likely will)
wreck the currency
system, the monetary
authority...”

TRABISANKAR
DEPUTY GOVERNOR, RBI

but its policy control of the econ-
omy. Withloss of traction formon-
etary policy, the ability to control
inflation would be materially
weakened,” Sankar said.

He said there are already indi-
cations that private cross-border
flowsare taking place in cryptocur-
rencies. “If this trend is legitimised,
apart of the flows related to trade
payments, personal remittances

LIC holds stocks worth %9.79 lakh crore

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 14

INDIA’S LARGEST insurer, Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC), held
stocks worth a “carrying value” of
Rs9,79,843 crore (close to $130bil-
lion), or 24.77 per cent of its total
investments, as on September 30,
2021, making it the wealthiest in-
vestor in the stock markets.

LICs investments in listed eq-
uity represented approximately 4
per cent of the total market capi-
talisation of the NSE, says the IPO
prospectus filed by the
Corporation with Sebi. LIC holds
sizeable stakes in most of the large-
and mid-cap stocks listed on the
stock exchanges. Carrying value,
or book value, is the original cost
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Life Insurance Corporation, Mumbiai. File

as reflected in the balance sheet
minus the depreciation.

The Corporation, which is go-
ing for an IPO, says profit on sale/
redemption of investments rose
by 4727 per cent fromRs 31,361.67
million in fiscal 2020 to Rs
46,186.75 crore in fiscal 2021
which was on account of realised
profits on sale of equity. Over 90
per cent of the corporation’s poli-

cyholders’ equity investments on
a standalone basis are held in
stocks that are a part of the Nifty
200 and BSE 200 indices as on
September 30,2021, LIC said.
According to stock exchange
data, LIC's 6.13 per cent stake in
Reliance Industries aloneis worth
around Rs 97,000 crore. It holds
12.16 per cent stake in Larsen &
Toubro, whichis worth around Rs

31,000 crore as per the current
market valuation. LIC's 16.21 per
cent stake in [TCLtd is worth over
Rs44,000 crore.

Outof the total investments of
Rs39.55 lakh crore, 3745 per cent
(Rs 14.81 lakh crore) is in Central
govt securities, 24.62 per cent (Rs
973,800 crore)in state govt securi-
ties, 8.06 per cent (Rs 318,894
crore) in bonds and debentures
and 3.07 per cent (Rs 121,297
crore) towards loans.

Among sectors that comprise
over 5 per cent of the total invest-
ments, financial service activities,
except insurance activities, ac-
count forRs 1,26,476 crore,or21.98
per cent of total investments, and
infrastructure-related activitiesRs
60,528 crore, or 10.52 per cent.

Asof September2021, LIC pol-

Jio enters satellite broadband service
market, forms joint venture with SES

PRANAVMUKUL
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 14

JIO PLATFORMS has formed a
joint-venture with Luxembourg-
based satellite-linked content con-
nectivity solutions provider SES to
deliver satellite broadband serv-
ices across India.

Contours of the deal

Inapress statement, the com-
panies said that the joint venture
will use multi-orbit space net-
works that is a combination of
GEO(geostationary equatorial or-
bit) and MEO (medium earth or-
bit)satellite constellations capable
of delivering multi-gigabit links
and capacity to enterprises, mo-
bile backhaul and retail customers

INVESTMENT PLAN

M As part of investment
plan, the joint venture
will develop extensive
gateway infrastructure
in India to provide
services

across the length and breadth of
India and neighbouring regions.
The joint venture will be the vehi-
clefor providing SES’s satellite data
and connectivity servicesinIndia,
except for certain international
aeronautical and maritime cus-
tomers whomay be served by SES.
It will have availability of up to 100
Gbps capacity from SES and will
leverageJio'ssalesreachinIndiato

unlockthis market opportunity. As
part of investment plan, the joint
venture will develop extensive
gateway infrastructure in India to
provide services within the coun-
try, the companies said.

Differences with Starlink or
OneWeb

Yes, SES primarily has satellites
in the GEO and the MEO, while
those of Elon Musk-led Starlink
and Bharti Group’sOneWebarein
the low earth orbit (LEO). While
GEOsatellites are positioned atan
altitude of 36,000 km, MEO and
LEOare lower ataltitudes of 5,000-
20,000km and 500-1,200 km, re-
spectively. The altitude of the satel-
lite is directly proportional to the
area of earth that it covers.
Therefore, the higher a satellite is

positioned, the larger an area it
covers.

Advantages and disadvantages
GEOandLEOsatellites are con-
sidered to be the two extremes in
satellite communications. While
GEO satellites provides a larger
coverage and therefore only three
satellites can cover the whole
earth, hundreds of LEO satellites
are needed to provide coverage to
alarger area. And given that LEO
satellites are closer to the earth’s
surface, connectivity provided
through these typically has lower
latencies that connectivity through
GEO satellites is bereft of. Further,
LEO satellites are smaller and are
cheaper to launch than GEOs or
MEQs. Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

icyholders had total investments
0fRs39/49,516.37 crore onastand-
alone basis. This is more than 3.3
times higher than total assets un-
der management(AUM)of all pri-
vate life insurers in India and ap-
proximately 16.2 times more than
the AUM of the second-largest
player in the Indian life insurance
industry in terms of AUM — SBI
Life had the second largest AUM of
about Rs 2.4 lakh crore — and is
also 1.1 times the AUM of the entire
mutual fund industry, which had
AUM of around Rs 36.7 lakh crore
as of September. “The investment
policy maintainsa ‘safety first’ ob-
jective, reflected in our investment
insovereign bonds, high-rated cor-
porate bonds and equities,” LIC
prospectus says. Full report

on www.indianexpress.com

Jio to invest
$200 million
in Glance

Mumbai: Glance, an artificial in-
telligence-driven lock-screen plat-
form, is planning to raise $ 200
million (around Rs 1,500 crore)
from Jio Platforms Ltd inits Series
D round of funding.

The proposed investment by
Jio is aimed at accelerating
Glance’s launch in several key in-
ternational markets outside of
Asiasuchas the US, Brazil, Mexico
and Russia. The company is aim-
ing to create the world’s largest
live content and commerce
ecosystemon the lock screenand
will use the funds raised toexpand
globally. In addition to Jio
Platforms, Glance is also backed
by technology giant Google and
Silicon Valley-based venture fund
Mithril Capital. ENS

New Delhi

bond...cashand debt management
group will meet next month and
they will plan for it. The main ra-
tionale behind going for green
bond is that world over there are
lot of investors who have dedi-
cated funds to invest in green
bonds. Sobasicallywhen you float
agreenbond which hasaspecified
and dedicated purpose, whenyou
floatagreen bond you are basically
widening the participation of in-
ternational investors in the do-
mestic bond market...,” he said.

Toaquery on whether the CBI
has been slow in taking action in
ABG Shipyard case, Sitharaman
said bankers actually took “lesser
than what is normally an average
time to detect these kinds of
frauds.” The CBI Saturday said it
has booked ABG Shipyard Ltd
(ABGSL)and its directors for fraud-
ulentloandefaulttothe tuneofRs
22,842 crore. “This is actually an
account which became an NPA in
November 2013. After that, be-
cause it is a consortium of banks
who had a business with them,
theyhad all sattogether to see how
best restructuring can be done,
whichis due process done for any
account under stress more so it is
abigaccountandalsobecominga
INPA. So that initiative was taken
by the consortium, SBI had been
the lead, ICICI Bank is another big
bank, all of them sat together and
started working on it. S0 2014 on-
wards this process was goingon,”
she said.

RBIDG

or cross border investments would
be madein these cryptocurrencies.
As they are non-reserve curren-
cies, this could have adverseimpli-
cations for India’s foreign exchange
reserves,whichlend stability tothe
external sector,” Sankar said.

It has been argued that the
original scheme devised by
Charles Ponziin 1920is better than
cryptos from a social perspective,
he said. Even Ponzi schemes invest
inincome earning assets. “Abond
with similar cash flows would be
valued at zero, which, in fact, can
beargued as fundamental value of
a cryptocurrency. If everything
eventually returns to its equilib-
riumvalue, then the prognosis for
investors in cryptocurrencies is not
ahappyone,”hesaid. Full report

on www.indianexpress.com

International market data till 1900 IST

Vedanta &
Foxconn to
make chips
in India

REUTERS
TAIPEI,FEBRUARY 14

FOXCONN SAID on Monday it had
partnered with Vedanta Ltd to
make semiconductors in the
country, as the electronics giant
looks todiversify its business amid
aglobal chip shortage.

Foxconn, the world’s largest
contractelectronics manufacturer
and amajor Apple supplier, has ex-
panded into areas including elec-
tric vehicles (EVs) and semicon-
ductors in recent years. In a
statement, Foxconn said it had
signed amemorandum of under-
standing with oil-to-metals group
Vedanta to make semiconductors,
callingit “asignificantboost todo-
mestic manufacturing of electron-
icsinIndia.

“Foxconn said it would invest
$118.7 million to set up ajointven-
ture company with Vedanta,
which would be the majority
shareholder of the new venture.
Foxconn would hold 40% of the
venture's shares, it added.

The Taiwan company has in
recent years counted semicon-
ductorsamong its core businesses
and lastyear formed a partnership
with Yageo Corp to make semi-
conductor chips.

Sebi cancels
registration of
4 stock brokers

New Delhi: Sebi on Monday can-
celled the registration of four
stock brokers and 11 depository
participants. It said the registra-
tion of four stock brokers — Karvy
Stock Broking, Conard Securities,
Anee Securities and Credential
Stock Brokers — have been can-
celled upon expulsion from the
stock exchanges.

Theentities whose registration
has been cancelled as depository
participants are — Wellindia
Securities, BRH Wealth Kreators,
Fairwealth Securities, Vrise
Securities, MK Chandan Broking
(RTG Share Broking), KSBL Secu-
rities, Vineet Securities, Anee Secu-
rities, Sumpoorna Portfolio.

SebionMonday also came out
with trading features pertaining to
electronic gold receipts (EGR) on
stock exchange platforms,as pera
Pllreport. ENS, WITH PTI

Small caps most hit
as Sensex records
biggest fall in 10 mths

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY 14

FEARS OF a Russian attack on
Ukraine led toaglobal sell-off, with
the Sensex also takinga 3 per cent
hit. The benchmark 30-share in-
dex crashed 1,747 points to
56,405.84 while the Nifty50
plunged 532 points to 16,842.80
inthe sell-offled by finance, bank-
ing, metals and realty stocks.

The decline was led by the
small-capindex, which fell 4.15 per
cent. The rupee plunged by 24
paise to close at 75.60 against the
US currency as geopolitical ten-
sions pushed investors towards
safe-haven assets.

According to analysts, global
cues are now dictating the trend
and the prevailing geopolitical ten-
sion between Russia and Ukraine,
combined with a steady uptick in
crudeoil, isnot going well with the
participants.

Vinod Nair, head of research,
Geojit Financial Services, said, “The
risk sentiment was further damp-
ened ahead of the US Fed’s emer-
gency meeting, which heightened
fears of aggressive monetary tight-
ening...annual WPlinflation eased
marginally to 12.96 per cent in
January from 13.56 per cent in
December; but still high...”

Analysts cautioned investors
against blindly taking fresh posi-
tions. “... Investors are advised to
keep strict stop loss considering
volatility in the markets. Also buy
ondips is suggested but investors
should plantheir position keeping
adequate liquidity,” said Rahul
Sharma, co-owner, Equity 99.

On Wall Street, at 1:39 pm ET,

SENSEX (intra-day)

Down 1,747 points (3%)

57,500
57,200
56,900
56,600
56,300
56,000

56,405.84

— 56,720.32

Open Close

Inflation: Fed
officials call for

measured reply

New York: USFederal Reserve
officials are pushing back on
the idea that central bankers
might raise interest rates in
between meetingsand made
it clear that while they are
poised tobeginlifting ratesin
March, the initial rise may be
smaller than what investors
havebeguntoexpect.Federal
Reserve Bank of St. Louis pres-
ident James Bullard said the
Fed needs to react to data in
an “organised” way.NYT

the Dow Jones was down 155.56
points, or 0.45 per cent, at
34,582.50 while the Nasdaq was
up32.79 points, or 0.24 per cent, at
13,823.94, as per a Reuters report.

Brent crude rose 0.5 per centto
$94.91 abarrel by 1:28 pm ET, af-
ter touching its highest since
October 2014 at $96.16.
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CROSSWORD 4664

ACROSS
1 Improve on casual acquaintance
(42)
4 What prompts consumer
demand (8)
9 An encroachment on the public
highway? (6)
10 Nuts go well with cheese (8)
12 Adrawer of money (4)
13 Europeans one may meet in
noisy taverns? (5)
14 Report a fringe fashion (4)
17 Settle after a fresh start in North
America(12)
201s her job to type, sort out or
gather pens? (12)
23 There may be a catchinit(4)
24 Pass out with many a twitch (5)
25 Deep seafish (4)
28 Schoolwork every prisoner
should have (8)
29 Winning ticket-holder goes
back for the prize (6)
30 Artist is to become a writer (8)
31Roman with a settled routine in
public transport (6)

DOWN
1 Priestintrouble remains pure (8)
2 Legislation that went against the
grain (4,4)
3Erectasatree(4)
5 His clients need to have their
heads examined (12)
6 How some artists scratch a
living? (4)
7 He cometh in play or cinema
production (6)
8 Officer found on the staff (6)
11 Landing prize jobs at the end of
the courses? (7,5)
15 Shout out in one direction (5)
16Insertinaballad (5)
18 Cook heats pan for bird (8)
19 Struggles to maintain faithin
the past(8)
21 Two articles appear at opposite
points in the city (6)
22 Least common form of arrest
(6)
26 Mark shows unending alarm
(4)
27 Acceptas sound (4)

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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MARVIN by Tom Armstrong
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BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
indeciding that
friends and

being too much trouble. One

minute they're all over you, the

home nor at work will you be
free from such capricious

or lovers want most of the

attention, you'd better let them

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

The time may not yet

@ decisive action at
home. Inany event,

misunderstanding this week

that you might be well advised
matters, difficult as this
restriction may be to observe.
your own rules.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
you are passing
through a phase of

be described as favourable, you

may survive a financial crisis
insure yourself by taking every

possible precaution. After all, a

the odds in advance.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
holding peace talks.
Even if friends and

behaving irrationally, you must

make every effort to pour oil on

Youwon't be alone
@ colleagues are just
nextit's all over. Neither at
people. And, if children, friends
haveit.

have come for
there is so much potential for
to stick to uncontroversial
Really, you need to make up

Bearing in mind that
@ existence that must
intact. However, you should
good gambler always calculates
@ Itis now time to start

colleagues are still
troubled waters and distinguish

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Obstinacy doesn't
suit you. It never did,
and it certainly
doesn't now.

According to an old Chinese

saying, the branch which does

not bend in the wind will break.

Right now, you are that branch,

soitis vital that you adopta

pragmatic approach.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
Your planetary
pictures are so
contradictory that it
is honestly

impossible to say whether this

isa good moment for you to
travel or not. Much depends on
how you handle your personal
relationships. I think that it's
time to tie up loose ends.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
Around this time of
year, when the Sun s
beginning to pass
through

materialistic regions of your

chart, you are forced to pay
more attention to other
people's needs. The sense in
such an approach will become
clearif you consider the

financial consequences of a

personal rift.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
You do tend to feel
over-dependent on
people around you,
and the

determination of others to

exploit your discomfort may
mabke you feel uneasy about the
future. Yet, if you are to be
entirely truthful, you must see
just how far you are responsible

fact from fantasy. And, as an for the current situation.

] added aside, don't letanyone AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Solutions Crossword 4663: Across: 1 Tiger, 4 Lunatic, 8 Ida, 9 Fruitless, 10 Naivete, i over-charge you. Very little in
11 Athos, 13 Rather, 15 Debris, 18 Marie, 19 Sackbut, 21 Termagant, 23 Lip, astrology is subject
24 Flashed, 25 Susan. Down: 1 Thinner, 2 Gladiator, 3 Rifle, 4 Laurel, 5 Nitrate, 6 The, ! LEO(July 24 - Aug 23) to fate %3; to !
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HoL A e T o o e e el R |y DI deR urfora faem,
e P TENDER NOTICE (Through e-Tendering) Mender Notice No. DRMWNGP-06-2022
— - - - P . Date: 11.02.2022 "'\-\.- urferet TR,
H-ﬂlﬂiﬂ EHEI‘Q!I' Lim]tEd Name of work with its location g’cr)ir:;?rlg%yc?g;enﬁgg%ihirmln(f;;onnegif:axict)ﬂ sr. No. T Hame °Zf W°r|2‘(;2?n2r‘2'-‘§! F 102-103 W %Fﬁ'q W) UH. 2 U, pHII3TS, _5; o rddc ._imc@yahoo.co.in
CI: LI7A31 A1 224 PLO GG 54 work of ROBIRUB over LC gates in DLI-uMB| | | 550002 fgfnrggg‘”(s one) 2021-22 & ANSToll ARAT
Regd. Offica: 24, Lord Sinha Roed, First Floor, and DLI-BTI sections of Delhi Division. white wash, colour wash, painting, ffaer f. %.: 08/ fafaer Asifta i : 11.02.2022
Kolkata-#{0071, West Bangal, India App. Cost of the work % 1,04,09,569/- only snowcem & miscellaneous works etc. AT /2021-22 T

NOTIGE INVITING TEHDER (NIT}
INTEANATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING (ICB)
for WET LIMESTONE BASED FLUE GAS
DESULPHURISATION SYSTEM
AMD AUXILIARIES [WLFGD)

Haldia Enargy Limited [HEL) intends to st up Wet Limastone
Based Flue Gas Desulphurisation [WLFGD) Syslem and
Auziliarias for ils 2X300 MW Coal Based Tharmal Powar
Plant at Haldia, Purba Mednipur, West Benagal, India.
HEL inwites s=alad bids through IC8 mode from eligible
bldders for the following Tender;

Tender No: HEL-FGD-MPS5-01:Supply of Main Flant
Equipment for WLFGD System and Auxiliaries

For scope of work gnd other tarms and conditions of MIT,
plizase vl auf wobsile: wewssLhaldiaenergy.co.in

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
PLANNING AND INVESTIGATION DIVISION

ROAD CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT (RCD), RANCHI
Nirupan Bhaw an,3" Floor,Room No. 401,56-Set,Doranda,Ranchi-834002

e-Procurement (Very Short Tender Notice)

Letter of Invitation (LOI) No.-37/2021-22

nd

Tender Ref No:— RCD/PI Div./Ranchi/37/119 Date:-11.02.2022

Consultancy Services for Preparation of
Detailed Project Report for Construction
of Bridge Underpass at NH-32 near
Nehru Udyan between Karkend-Putki
Bazar in Dhanbad in the State of
Jharkhand from empanelled consultant
with RCD under cate; CFory-ll Vlde letter
No. 686(S) WE Dated 29-01-2019

Bridge Underpass should have minimum
clear span of 12.00 meter and minimum
vertical clearance of 6.00 meter with
Approaches 500.00 meter on both side
of Bridge Underpass.

30 Days

1 Name Of Work

2 | Dimension of Bridge
Underpass

3 | Period of Completion of
Work
4 [ Cost of Tender documents

Demand Draft/Banker Cheque of any
Scheduled Bank (non-refundable fee) of
Rs 5,000/- (Five Thousand) only.

EMD:- 2 % of the quoted amount (Net
of GST) in the form of current issue of
NSC, Fixed Deposits of a Scheduled
Bank (all the above mentioned form of
Security deposits money issued within
the State oprharkhand), Bank draft and
Bank Guarantee issued by any
Scheduled bank anywhere in India
Payable at Ranchi in favour of Executive
Engineer, Planning& Investigation
Division, Road Construction
Department,(RCD), Ranchi for a period
of 120 days beyond the validity of bid.

5 | Mode of Bid Submission e-
tendering(http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in)

6 | Date/Time of Publication 15.02.2022,10:30 AM
of Tender on Website

7 | Last Date/Time of Bid 22.02.2022, 12:00 PM
Submission

8 | Last Date/Time of 22.02.2022, 12:00 PM
Submission of Tender Fee
& EMD

9 [ Date and Time of Bid 23.02.2022, 12:30 PM
opening

10 | Bid validity 120 days

I1T | Bid Submission Address Chief Engineer(Communication), Road
Construction Department, 1 Floor,
Engineer Hostel No.-2, Dhurwa, Ranchi-
834004

Executive Engineer, Planning and
Investigation Division, RCD, Ranchi

12 | Designation and Contact
no. of Tender inviting
Officer Mob-94311-65712
13 [ Previous PR NO. 262259 (Road) 21-22 (D)
Note-:Only e-Tender shall be accepted. For more information Please
visit the site e-tendering (http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in)
Sd./-

Executive Engineer,
Planning & Investigation Division,
Road Construction Department (RCD),
Ranchi-834002.

PR 263845 (Road) 21-22 (D)

Earnest Money Deposit
Address of the office

%2,02,100/- only

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-C,
Northern Railway, 3rd Floor, Annexe-1, DRM

of staff quarters, Service building &
bridges for the year 2021-22 & 2022-
23 under IOW Wardha section on ADEN
Wardha. Sr. No. 2 Name of Work :

$-CusRiT & TETH & Braiddl Ui SRRl % ST USfigd ShaR! I LY. TR W U4 e T g1 SR
NI RS Agget 31Tt XeH i 02.08.2021 W Hfererd ax W FreAferfad wrf /g fifder amfia &1

Office, New Delhi-110055. Same as SI. No. 1 under IOW Warora . SHTI RT3 e Ffder yux
Date & Time for upload the|Tender uploading/closing date & time- séectlov oggggga/g?rora.ﬁ‘\#)plgxm’lat? sh. Pr 7 A (?) (?) Cak gl wafey
tender/closing of tender 09.03.2022 up to 15.00 hrs. ost : ¥ 60,00, - each for Sr. NO.
&2, Earnest Money :  1,20,000/- each MR-3 (Rgeardren deer urdh & s
Website particular & notice|See the Northern Railway  website|| |for Sr. No. 1 & 2. Date & time of L
board location where complete |www.ireps.gov.in & Notice board at S&T|| |closing: 07.03.2022 at 15.00 hrs. ) ASD BT e Pishic P, R, 5
details of the tender can be|branch, 3rd Floor, DRM office, State Entry Details on Railway website 1 JeN FI'I?;%‘T qe fgfor QET 3@'@_65 IRl 4 48,41,16,866/— ?24:201585/‘ 50,000/— 4 |18
seen etc. Road, New Delhi-110055. www.ireps.gov.in farfeeT a]ﬁz’m'daﬂ#w|
No.: 558-Sig-16-M-TENDER-1369 Dated: 14.02.2022 336/2022 | | EXP/11/214 DRM (Works), Nagpur
Serving Customers with a Smile RailMadad Helpline 139 1. FiReT o= o vd R e 1 sifer e : 16.03.2022 (Wi 5.30 I91 )
2. -y ffde e ¢ 02.03.2022 (1 4.00 57)
arefteror 30, (AFT) Praferd, 101-102, TTforedT wreT
DELHI JAL BOARD A NP T AT :
'S
H-C‘I OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SDW)-VIIl 8. ] il 17.03.2022
fep' SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT (WSTP), DWARKA SECTOR 16D, = lals 4. R % FEIIAR FRAAR Sfoa.e meﬁqwﬁ%ma@m St ga.d). & srfcRe FHed o
Bl PAPPAN KALAN, DELHI-110078 e 3 ST T QTR PRI T g
Email:- eesdw8@gmai.com

PRESS NIT No. 19 (2021-22)/EE (SDW)VIII

& Name of work Estimate |E/Money | Tender Date of release of Last date /time of receipt
No Cost Fee tender in of tender through
e-procurement solution | e-procurement solution
1 |Augmentation/ up-gradation of various| 465.3 Cr | 2.70 Cr. | 1500/- | 2022_DJB_216643_1 18.03.2022 at 3.00 P.M.
existing STPs in Delhi (package-1) Dt. 11.02.2022

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1124(2021-22)

Further details in this regard can be seen at (https:/govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in)

Stop Corona: Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing and Maintain Hygiene

Sd/-

5. fa fifder faafa, P oo td o SRS SR AlfeTsT 59 B3 T4 IR R Dl gRe JeTse:

http:/fwww.mptenders.gov.in 4R 3Ycisyf H

yferefRre aiefiefisr, BT & fFmfor/ fasa/ ST aa )
3 T |ll BT HragT= gl

areferor IR, (AYsrT)
TR urfers M, geR

(J.C. Garg)
EE(SDW)VIII

No: EE/RI-TEC/TEND/08/2021-22

Contractors for the work of annual maintenance contract

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE
Office of the Executive Engineer, Road Infrastructure-
Traffic Engineering Cell, N.R.Square, Bengaluru - 560 002.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL - SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only)

The Executive Engineer, (RI-TEC) invites tenders from eligible Firms/Agencies/

& Sub Arterial roads in Bengaluru City detailed in the table below.

Dated: 11.02.2022 for the following work :

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, PWD BUILDING,

ASSAM, GUWAHATI-3
No. CE/TB-IV/123/2022/...

The Chief Engineer, P.W.D (Building), Assam, on behalf of the Governor of Assam invites Bids
for Technical & Financial offer as per Request for Proposal from qualified and experienced firms
(criteria as per in REP document) for providing “Project Management Consultancy Services”

PRESS NOTICE

Sl. No.

Name of Work

Approx. Value of the
project.

for pothole filling on Arterial

1 PMC services for “Construction of Proposed New Assam House,
at Sector-13, Dwarka, New Delhi”.

Rs.1986.28 Lakh

Package

spraying gun for bitumen/ emulsion,

traffic.

complete as directed by Engineer in charge.

A. Annual Maintenance Contract for Pot holes filling using |Length|/Automatic
hot bituminous concrete on Arterial & Sub Arterial roads in
Bengaluru City, Pothole filling Machine with inbuilt Chamber
for storing Asphalt mix with heating arrangement, in Built
inbuilt vibratory
Compactor of Minimum 10 tons capacity without obstructing [180.00

B. Cutting of edges with mechanical road cutting machine etc.,

2 PMC services for “Construction of the Annexe-Il Building with
Extended floors and including Interior and Furnishing works at

Rs. 6831.97 Lakh

Appx.| No.of [EMD Dispur, Guwahati-6.
Zin 3
in KM | Machine |Lakhs

PMC services for “Construction of New G+5 office Building (Block-
11) in Janata Bhawan Complex, Dispur Assam”.

Rs. 7384.99 Lakh

02 Nos 7.5

* The details may be seen in e-procurement portal website i.e. www.asssarntenders.gov.in.

* The validity period of the Bid shall be 180 days from the date of submission.

* The Bidders must be registered with the E-tendering system (ETS) of the Govt. of Assam.
(website: http//assamtenders.gov.in)

(] < 6 Feet N o
@ @ VMVea; ‘ lnl Follow Physical lnl
as i Distancing

Calendar of Events: 1) Downloading of RFP Document from e-procurement on
16.02.2022 after 4:00 pm. (2) Date of Pre-Bid Meeting is on 21.02.2022 at 3:30 pm.
(3) Last date for submission of Bid Document is 02.03.2022 upto 4:00 pm. (4) Opening
of Technical Proposal is 03.03.2022 after 4:30 pm. (5) Opening of Financial Proposals
Will be intimated to the Bidders. Further details may be obtained from the above office
during office hours on working days or from website: https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in

STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

* The Chief Engineer P.W.D (Building), Assam reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
proposals without showing any reasons what so ever.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer, PWD (Bldg.),
Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3.

No. CE/TB-1V/89/2021/5,

Sd/- Executive Engineer,

Road Infrastructure-TEC technical reasons.

Maintain
Hand Hygiene

‘ O

Bid Cancellation Notice

It is for general information of all concerned that the bid invited vide No. SMC/89/2021/3, dtd.
6-12-2021, with online Tender ID No.: 2022_PWBNH_24224_1, for the work “Construction of
Integrated Directorate Complex at Betkuchi, Guwahati, Assam” is hereby cancelled due to

Sd/-

Chief Engineer, P.W.D. (Bldg)
Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3.
Janasanyog/C/12074/21

New Delhi
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MESSI TAKES ON REAL MADRID IN UCL

Having secured the services of a four-time Champions League and seven-time
Ballon d'Or winner this season in Lionel Messi, PSG hopes it will be a game-
changer. And the former Barcelona great is now under pressure to deliver against
Madrid. PSG hosts the 13-time winners in the first leg of a Round-of-16 match

on Tuesday at the Parc des Princes.

AP

— BRIEFLY ———

Washington ruled
outof WIT20Is

Kolkata: Spin-bowling all-rounder
Washington Sundar was on Monday
ruled out of the three-match T20
International series against the West
Indies owing to a hamstring strain,
adding to his never-ending woes.
The All-India senior selection com-
mittee has named Kuldeep Yadav as
Washington's replacement, the BCCI
said in a statement. "All-rounder
Washington Sundar suffered a left
hamstring muscle strain during
fielding in the third ODI against the
West Indies played at the Narendra
Modi Stadium on Friday. He is ruled
out of the upcoming three-match
Paytm T20I Series to be played in
Kolkata from 16th February," the
BCClI said. Washington will join Axar
and KL Rahul at the National Cricket
Academy (NCA) for rehabilitation.
The 22-year-old Washington was
bought by Sunrisers Hyderabad for
Rs 8.75 crore in the two-day IPL
mega auction. PTI

Valievatostay, butno
medal ceremony

Beijing: Russian teenager Kamila
Valieva has been cleared to compete in
the women's figure skating competi-
tionat the Winter Olympics despite fail-
ing a pre-Games drug test, setting her
up for an attempt at a second gold
medal. Whatever happens on the ice,
Valieva will not get a medal ceremony
moment in Bejjing. Nor will any skater
who finishes in the top three with her.
The CAS cleared Valieva to skate less
than 12 hours after a hastily arranged
hearing. A panel of judges ruled that the
15-year-old Valieva, the favorite for the
women's individual gold, does not need
to be provisionally suspended ahead of
afullinvestigation. The court gave hera
favorable decisionin part because sheis
aminor, known in Olympic jargonasa
“protected person”. AP

Smithtorecover

from concussion

Sydney: Australia batter Steve Smith is
expected to make full recovery within
a week from his latest concussion
episode and be available for the tour of
Pakistan. Smith, who has a history of
concussions, hit his head hard on the
SCG turf in an audacious leaping at-
tempt to stop a six near boundary rope
in the second T20I against Sri Lanka
which Australia won in Super Over on
Sunday. Cricket Australia (CA) said the
32-year-old will be subject to "low level
protocols" over the coming days before
anrecovery within the week. PTI

FC Goaaimto halt
ATKMB charge

Bambolim: FC Goa will look to carry
forward their momentum from the
last game and stop ATK Mohun
Bagan from completing a hat-trick
of wins when the two sides meet in
an Indian Super League match here
on Tuesday. ATK Mohun Bagan
climbed to second spot after their
win over NorthEast United FCin the
last game, stretching their unbeaten
run to 10 matches. Ferrando will be
up against his former side, and the
last time they met the green and
maroons ran out 2-1 winners. PTI

ABHISHEK PUROHIT
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 14

Since the 2019 World Cup, India’s spinners
have the worsteconomy rate, 5.72,in One-Day
Internationals among the 12 ICC full-member
teams. India’s average of 48.38 and strike rate
of 50.7 are better than only Zimbabwe’s and
marginally, England’s. After the recent South
Africa ODIs, coach Rahul Dravid had pointed
out the need toimprove India’s wicket-taking
options through the middle stage of an ODIin-
nings, when spinners are used more often than
not.

“Mr (Sunil) Gavaskar would tell me, ‘you
go for 50 runs in 10 overs but get me three
wickets,and I'll be happy with that.’ And mind
you, 50 runs in those days was big,” says
Laxman Sivaramakrishnan.

In his debut ODI series, the World
Championship in Australiain 1985, the former
India leg-spinner memorably tossed up the
balland made it drift, dip and turn to lure bats-
men to their fall. The magic was to vanish soon
but what Sivaramakrishnan showcased then
was classic one-day wrist-spin; the tightrope
artof dangling the carrot of boundaries for the
batsmen but not actually conceding them,and
instead using that bait to reel in wickets.

Over the decades, an already difficult art
has become harder. ODI rule changes and the
rise of T20 are global reasons. The failure to de-
velop, in particular, wrist-spin bench strength
in ODIs, and the two different worlds of do-
mesticand international cricket. These are spe-
cific to the Indian predicament.

“The real big change to the game was the
red ball changing to white,” Sachin Tendulkar
had told this paper in an interview published
last Friday. “The red ball became soft, got dis-
coloured, and was hard to pick. So, if a spinner
was bowling, one had to watch the hand
closely as it was tough to see the ‘spin’ on the
ball while it was in the air.”

Spinners took a hit again when two new
white balls, one from each end, were intro-
duced after the 2011 World Cup. “Aball would
get used only for 25 overs from one end,” said
Tendulkar. “Even when the spinners came to

Spin in a tailspin

Indian tweakers have failed to make an impact in ODIs for a long time now, and domestic cricket fails to produce exciting options

For a few seasons, Kuldeep Yadav and Yuzvendra Chahal were a threat for batsmen before the former's returns plummeted.

File

bowl later in the game, it was not too difficult
tosight.”

In 2012, the ICC restricted the number of
deepfieldersin ODIs to fourinstead of five from
the 11th to the 40th over. The middle overs
went from ‘boring’ to boundary-fests, and the
spinners, who operated usually in that period,
bore the brunt.

“This changes the psyche of both batsmen
and bowlers,” Tendulkar says. “In case that ex-
tra fielder was at, say, long-on, the batsman
would think twice before hitting.”

Inlate 2017, ‘KulCha’ became the flavourin
Indian cricket, threatening to turn the bread-
and-butter of finger spin to toast. Inearly 2018,
Kuldeep Yadav and Yuzvendra Chahal looted
33 wicketsin the six-match ODI series in South
Affica.

But gradually, Kuldeep’s returns started

falling, as did his game time, even in the IPL.
India went back to the left-arm spin of
Ravindra Jadeja, who's averaged 58.75 at 5.5
runs an over since the 2019 World Cup.

In the South Africa ODIs, the home spin-
ners took nine wickets, India’s managed three.
Forget Tabraiz Shamsi and Keshav Maharaj,
even Aiden Markram had more wickets than
R Ashwin.

Virat Kohli led India’s white-ball teams for
nearly five years, but not a single wrist-spin-
ner not named Chahal or Kuldeep got a single
ODI'under him. Rahul Chahar did get a game,
but under Shikhar Dhawan in the second-
string side that toured Sri Lanka last year. Once
Kuldeep faded - and why his decline couldn’t
bearrested deservesastoryinitself - there was
no real back-up. The team management tried
to plug the hole with finger spin, but that was
replacing apples with oranges.

“A captain has a huge part to play in han-
dling spinners.In my time, Sunil Gavaskar was

outstanding as skipper. His man management
was superb. Mahendra Singh Dhoni was bet-
ter than Virat the way he led the spinners,” says
Sivaramakrishnan.

Feeder line empty

Not that the cupboard is overflowing with
options. In the last five years in the one-day
Vijay Hazare Trophy, only two of the top 10 spin
wicket-takers are wrist-spinners — Mayank
Markande and veteran Piyush Chawla. That
number doubles to four - Chawla, Shreyas
Gopal, Chahar, M Ashwin -- for the T20 Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy though.

“Domestic pitches are much slower than
your usually true international surfaces,” says
Chawla. “We get very few paatas (flat pitches)
these days. Also, we have a lot of matches at
the same venue, so the pitches get tired. The
odd game should be played at a high-scoring
venue so that spinners get that experience.

“Also, domestic batting line-ups are not

thataggressive,” Chawla adds. “So often teams
end up playing safe. A score of say, 275 or 280
is, seven or eight times out of 10, a winning
score. But the opposite is true in international
cricket.

“A spell of 10-0-50-0 is considered very
normal nowadays, and there are plenty of do-
mestic finger spinners who will give you that.
So captains feel why should one risk bowling
aleggie with only four deep fielders.”

“Now leg-spinners are playing only T20s,”
says Sivaramakrishnan. “They get wickets
caught in the deep when batsmen are trying
toslog them.”

That doesn’t work to the same extent in
ODIs,according to the 56-year-old commenta-
tor. “People have been mistaken. Fifty-over
cricketis notan extension of T20. It isarestric-
tion of Tests. A batsman can pace his innings
in a one-day game, but a bowler has only 10
overs, so you have to be really excellent in or-
der to succeed.

“(Shane) Warne and (Anil) Kumble, both
high-quality Test bowlers, were high-quality
ODI bowlers. Mystery can take you only so far
as a spinner. What happened thereafter...
(Sunil) Narine and (Ajantha) Mendis could
bowl only four overs.

“But spinners lack heart now. They are
happy to goatadecent economy rate without
going forwickets. Evenin the U19(World Cup)
final, most of the (England) wickets fell to pace.
Only one wicket fell to spin and that too off a
slog-sweep.”

The basics of spin bowling are being grad-
ually lost, feels Sivaramakrishnan. “People do
not use their body much these days, they bowl
with their hands.

“You are supposed to spin the ball more,
notjust bowl quick through the air. You need
to give it a proper rip. The amount of turn you
get also depends on the pitch, yes, but spin
happens in the air. You can say there is noth-
ing in the pitch but that is where your craft
comesin.”

Sivaramakrishnan advocates a spin-bowl-
ing coach for every team. “We have forgotten
thatour strengthis spin. All teams should have
a spin-bowling coach, and there is no one to
teach it better than Asians.”

FIH Pro League: Fast-emerging France expose old frailties in Indian hockey

MIHIRVASAVDA
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 14

IN THE space of 20 seconds during the break
between the third and fourth quarters against
France, Gregg Clark used the word ‘patience’
four times in his address to the players. At first,
it was directed at drag-flickers Harmanpreet
Singh and Jugraj Singh, who were repeatedly
thwarted by the French defenders. By the time
the huddle broke and the team dispersed,
Clark,inasternyetcalmtone, passed the same
instruction to every player.

As the former junior India chief coach,
when it was led by Manpreet Singh, Clark -
now the assistant coach of the Manpreet-led
senior side — is aware of the players’ mindsets.
And he knows old habits die hard.

Indian hockey has taken giant steps be-
tween 2013, when Clark coached the junior
team, and now. But a couple of aspects have
remained constant - inconsistency and impa-
tience, especially when playing against teams
that maintain proper structure and discipline,
as France did in the FIH Pro League game.

India faced France twice last week, besides
playing South Africa two times, in

INTERVIEW: CHARU SHARMA

‘Injury to my right shoulder brought about this strange happening’

SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 14

CHARU SHARMA stepped in at the last minute
to take charge of the IPL auction after auction-
eer Hugh Edmeades collapsed on stage.
Sharma, a veteran commentator and presen-
ter, talks about how he went about conduct-
ing the event, his stint with Royal Challengers
Bangalore in 2008 and the roles he has played
in his varied career.

Whatabizarre two days! How did it all
unfold?

It wasn't just the fall of auctioneer Hugh
Edmeades that got me into the IPLauction but
alsoanotherinjury - to my right shoulder - that
brought about this strange happening. I had
fallen in Kathmandu where I had gone for an
auction for a cricket league and damaged my
shoulder. I have been at home now for weeks,
getting my physiotherapy done; (IPL chair-
man) Brijesh Patel knew [ was a professional
auctioneer and that's why he called me.

Do you have any special prep-up
technique or aroutine that you do before

getting on stage? What's the biggest
challenge in auctioneering?

Idon’thave one. Just a little word to myself
that ‘keepit straight, keep it quick, keep it a bit
light and humourous’. The auction itself isn’t
such abig deal. Let me be honest, [ don’t think
it's some real tough job. The context was a bit
unusual of course and the producer told me
we are in the middle of a bid for Wanindu
Hasaranga. I tell him, ‘don’t worry, it’s all par
for the course for me.” And this auction was
well-structured anyway.

Thebig thing is how much time do you wait
for a bid to come through? For the teams to
come up with the numbers. You can’t rush
them too much and you can’t wait eternally.

It's the IPL, the owners are high-profile; you
have todoa professional job. Only thing is that
I'had to be a touch more generous as there are
high-stakes in the IPL. You don’t want to be
cruel or brutal. But there are so many players to
go through; you can’t waste time either.

Doyou thinkyou slipped up on any
occasion in the last two days?

There was thisone time for an uncapped
player when Chennai Super Kings came one
microsecond after| had said ‘passed’. Then they

Potchefstroom. They won the first match 5-0
although, as chief coach Graham Reid pointed
outlater, that result came against ateam which
hadlanded in South Africa barely 48 hours be-
fore the match. The 5-2 defeat on Saturday,
however, gave alot more insight into the team
that is looking to build on its Tokyo Olympics
bronze medal.

France, in recent years, have constantly
punched above their weight. The 2-2 draw
against the Netherlands, who are undergoing
arebuilding phase, underlined their status as
a fast-emerging team in world hockey. Yet, it
wasn'texpected they'd demolish India the way
they did last Saturday.

This was the second time in recent games
that India conceded five goals against a team
ranked lower than them; in December, Japan
had stunned India 5-2 in the semifinals of the
Asian Champions Trophy. In both those defeats,
there was a pattern.

Turnover troubles

Reid, in his brief analysis of the defeat to
France, said he hoped the team would start a
match well and be the first to the ball. “It’s
about focus and commitment,” he had said. In
the Asian Champions Trophy, he had urged the

Charu Sharma (R) with Hugh
Edmeades on Day 2 of the IPL auction.
Twitter/IPL

said ‘hello hello’, and I said I will allow that as
no one else was bidding anyway and this is a
matter of life and career for the athlete as well,
who otherwise would go unsold. They bid 20
(lakh), the minimum, and took the player.

You were involved with the IPL before as
CEO of RCB in 2008 but were sacked by

Harmanpreet Singh couldn't find the
targetin the 5-2 loss to France. HI

players to ‘wake up’ while his team was get-
ting steamrolled by Japan.

France were aggressive in winning back
possession and maintained intensity on
turnovers, slicing open the Indian defence with
speed and precise passing. It's ironic, given that
India are known as a predominantly counter-
attacking side and have used the speed of their
movement and passing to open up defences.

Japantroubled India ina similarway, point-
ing at the fragility in the midfield and the weak-
nessindefence in dealing with counterattacks.

Brijesh Patel called. Can you get to
ITC Gardeniaright now?” | say,
‘what?’ as | hadn’t been watching
the auction and had no idea what
had transpired. “The auctioneer
has collapsed,” he goes. Oh Damn.
“Getacoatand run"

-CHARU SHARMA
COMMENTATOR

Vijay Mallya. How did you shrug that off?

I have a laidback approach to life. That
helped me, I guess. Even as I say that, it was
four days to a week of a really dark period.

It troubled me as my father had died at
the start of that tournament. There was so
much work with the IPL that I could barely
even go help my brother, who said, ‘go do the
IPL, I will take care.’ So that was churning in
the background; I had given three-four
months of my life to it.Iworked harder than
ever before in my life. Then to be treated the
way [ was; it was brutal.

[ was pretty upset and down for a while.
Life is somuch bigger, | have so many interests

Profligacy in attack

While two French goals came late into the
match, whenIndiahad committed alot of men
forward, the bigger concern for Reid would be
the profligacy inside the attacking third. “We
created opportunities, big word was execu-
tion,” Reid admitted.

India entered France’s circle once almost
every two minutes but were able to find the
back of the net just twice. Alot of times, the fi-
nal pass was missing and even though the at-
tackers, when pushed away from goal, were
able to find a foot inside the ‘D’ and earn a
penalty corner, the drag-flickers were ineffec-
tive because of their one-dimensional ap-
proach.

Harmanpreet’s drag-flicks are often un-
stoppable and newcomer Jugraj Singh, too,
showed his power with a hat-trick against
South Africa. But against quick first-rushers
who are prepared to throw their bodies in the
line of the ball, like Victor Charlet, their angles
were quickly shut down, rendering the at-
tempts ineffective.

Inconsistent, impatient

Unable to get past a solid French de-
fence and with their most potent weapon,

-and all that realisation begins to seep in and
that's how I got over that.

I remember my wife was so delighted
with the phase after that. I have never been
so loved by my wife as I was in that phase!
Because she had warned me, going into that
IPL job, ‘don't take it. Don’t enter this caul-
dron. Don’t work with him. What are you do-
ing?’ I would say, ‘leave it to me, it’s only
cricket, Iwill be okay!” And after that she told
me, ‘see, [ told you!”

Two things did pain me. I had thrown
everythingintoit. Had the responsibility to take
everybody along. Then I got cut off so brutally.

Thatexperience skewed something some-
where as [ seem to have lost the relations that
Ihad with the(television) channels. After hav-
ing worked so much, over so many critical
events, but after this IPL, for some strange rea-
son, the channels treated me as persona non-
grata.

You began broadcasting in the 1982 Asian
Games just after your sporting career.

Yes, I was the junior champion for seven
years from the age of 11.1 can safely say that
was among the top three springboard divers
in the country, the first two were from the

drag-flicks, misfiring, the players were left
frustrated. And even though Clark urged
them to stay patient, the players lost the
plot, and the match.

The two matches against France captured
India’s inconsistency.In both games, India en-
tered the French ‘D’ 35 times each. But in one
match, they scored five while in the other, they
conceded five.

Such inconsistency was the hallmark of
Indian hockey until very recently. Reid had in-
stilled a sense of stability and calmness into
the side, which was one of the key reasons they
finished on the podium in Tokyo.

That calmness was missing during the sec-
ond match against France and in patches in
Sunday’s game against South Africa, when the
hosts were able to hold possession and create
scoring chances. India seemed rushed and
tried to force the issue, especially in the final
third, leading to mistakes.

Reid will have around 10 days with the
team before India play eight matches at
home - two each against Spain, Germany,
Argentina and England - on back-to-back
weekends. And his message is likely to be
similar to Clark’s instructions during the
quarter break: remain patient.

Army and were backed. I had qualified for the
1978 Commonwealth Games but had to give
upashad togoatmyownexpense.lhad done
well but quit at the ripe age of 19! Iwasalsoa
first-division cricketer in Kolkata. The broad-
casting career started and it took off once the
country liberalised and more networks began
tocome in the 90s.

Looking back, how do you assess your
career - sporting one in the teens, then
broadcaster, CEO, auctioneer?

I have been a child of immense good for-
tune. By sitting around, zero ambition really,
by not wanting things desperately, so many
things have come to me. [ have had such a
blessed life that it’s not even funny. Sometimes,
you have to admire people who go out, have a
drive,a dream, and get it. |am quite the oppo-
site, laidback.Idon’t want to reach anywhere;
let the things that come to me, come. And
when they come, they are sweet!

Did you feel sad that Edmeades came back
intheend?

No, he had come all the way to do this. I was
justasubstitute. He felt good enough to
come backand doitin the end. All good.

Vol XC- 83 Regd.No. DL-21046/03-05 R.N.I. N0.506/57. Printed and Published by R.C.Malhotra on behalf of The Indian Express (P) Limited and Printed at The Indian Express (P) Limited Press, A-8, Sector-7, Noida -201301 and D B Corp Ltd, Dainik Bhaskar Village Unan Tola, Near Danapur Cantt,
Shivylya Road, Post Khagaul, Shahpur, Patna (Bihar) and Published at The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9&10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi 110002. Editorial office: The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9&10, Bahadur Shah
Zafar Marg, NewDelhi-110002. Phone: 0120-6651500. Advertising office: The Indian Express (P) Limited, B1/B, Sector-10, Noida-201301. Phone:01206651291. Chairman of the Board: Viveck Goenka, Chief Editor: Raj Kamal Jha, Editor: Unni Rajen Shanker, Editor (Delhi): Rakesh Sinha ** **
Responsible for selection of News under the PRB Act. Copyright: The Indian Express (P) Limited. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any manner, electronic or otherwise, in whole or in part, without prior written permission is prohibited. The Indian Express®

New Delhi



SPORT

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15,2022

LONG READ

SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 14

CHRIS WALKER, India’s new squash coach
and former world no.4, is sitting naked. A few
carefully arranged squash balls save the
blushes. It was for a photoshoot in the ‘80s.
Aningenious idea from a photographer friend
toattract potential clothing sponsors; he was
UK's No. 1 player then, and without an ap-
parel contract. So why not strip? “It worked,
I got one immediately!”

Walker is sitting on the toilet pot. The
Queen of England is waiting for him in the
squash court to inaugurate a tournament.
When he eventually saunters out, a panicking
sentry yells, “I have found him!” And asks him
torushalong. “The Queen waits while Walker
sat on the throne,” ran a headline in the
Evening Standard the next day. Walker laughs
at the memory.

He is trying his best to work around the
pandemic hurdles to coach the Indians — "I
have high hopes and confidence that we can
do something special” — but that's in the fu-
ture. It's his past that fascinates us for now. A
long career that allowed him a close peek at
the greatness of the squash sultans from
Pakistan: Jahangir Khan and Jansher Khanin
the end 80's and early 90's, and his gruelling
battle against David Palmer in the 2001
British Open final which he lost after leading
2-0thathe still revisits now and then. But be-
fore we go to Birmingham 2001 for some
masochism, it's best to travel to Karachi 1993
for some awe.

The greatest squash player ever Jahangir
Khan awaited himin that world cup semi-fi-
nalin Karachiin 1993. “Jahangir would break
down the opponents — mentally and physi-
cally. All-out attack, relentless, you can feel
him breathing down your neck. Nothing re-
mained of you by the end of a match. You
might just have won a few points in games
but he would have so brutally left you gasp-
ing for breath. It was sensational,” Walker
gushes.

At his pomp, over an astonishing five-
and-halfyears, Khan never lost a match, win-
ningaridiculous 555 matches inarow. A mir-
acle that people gathered around the glass
walls in courts around the world to catch a
glimpse. Around this time, Channel 4, a tele-
vision network from the UK, sent theirman to
Khyber Pass in Pakistan along with Khan to
retrace his story. A scene stands out. Men sit
hunched around, rifles slanted on their shoul-
ders. Uncles, neighbours, friends of Khan's
older relatives. What do they make of Khan?
“Achaa hai, ab jawaan hai. Aage jaake acha
khiladi banega! (Good, he is young, will be-
come better in the future!),” says one. The
documentary host convulses into a gobs-
macked-laughter, a gentle grin stretches out
from Khan’s lips. No wonder, he racked up
555 triumphs; they don’t get easily swayed
in the mountains.

But in '93, the reporting grapevine those
days was that Khansaab had come out of re-

Murder in the squash court

India's new coach Chris Walker breaks down legacies of sultans of the sport Jahangir and Jansher, recalls
the 2001 British Open final loss to David Palmer, and the time he made the Queen of England wait

tirement to play in the tournament. “I am
playing 60% for the crowds here,” Khan would
say ahead of the game. Walker had played
him a few times before, lost all, but was faster,
younger and fitter now.

“The court was dead and I thought now
my better fitness would prove to be the differ-
ence.” Khan was up and away in a flurry
though Walker would win one game to make
it 1-2. But the balls went a bit soft, after 45
minutes of Khan pummelling them. “Now,
there wasn’t much bounce. That threw me
off. But Jahangir went all out with his shots. [
don’tknow how he did, but he did. It was hard
toget the ball back at times.” Walker was run
ragged, but his pride was intact.

“I once read a book by my squash hero
Jonah Barrington, ‘Murder in the Squash
Court - The Only Way to Win’, on my way to
atournament and carried away by the sheer
bloodymindedness described in the book, I
had won that tournament. Jonah is of course
right. It's a bloody gruelling sport, you do get

(Left) A 14-year-old Chris Walker (left) with six-time world champion Jahangir

Khan; Walker at his home in England.

Express

murdered. Khan did me in, all right!”

The most bruising loss though, is the 2001
British Open final against David Palmer. He
was leading 2-0, but would run out of gas to
lose the next three. “I still think about it.
British Open was my childhood dream; it was
the trophy I so wanted.” Still, it was a mirac-
ulous run that year. Unsure about his future,
he had taken time away from the sport,
choosing to travel around the world for six
months.

“The love for the game was back at the
end of the trip and I began training. I had to
go through the qualifying rounds also that
year to make it to the main draw. [ had a cou-
ple of draining five-sets in the tournament
and I guessIwas finished physically by the fi-
nal.” For the first two games, he was all over
Palmer, mixing his drop shots, volleys, pace-
and-cross-court-angle changes but once the
fatigue set in and Palmer started to run him
down, the match began to slip away.

Considering that he was evaluating his

career just a year before the tournament, it
was an astonishing accomplishment. “Still, [
was leading 2-0 ...” There is a pause in the
WhatsApp calland itisn’t due to the internet
buffering. The question blurts out, “Are you
still haunted by it?” Walker refutes but ad-
mits it does rankle him. “But I did play and
beat Palmer in a match next year. So, that was
a nice feeling, I had had my revenge. And |
know I was good enough to win that British
Open if not for the body.” Murder on the
squash court, but memories live on.

“The funny thing is that immediately af-
ter the loss, one of the first persons I spoke to
after I stepped off the court was Jahangir
Khan, who had retired of course but was
there. And what does he tell me? ‘Chris! Why
didn’tyou play more shots?! Hahaha! Thank
you Jahangir, you should have shouted that
atme in the middle of the match. Why didn't
[ play more shots, indeed?! Crazy times.
Loved those years.”

Anerve of memory stirs - amoment with

Jahangir Khan years before he would face-off
asopponents, when he was just a 14-year old
kid happy to be with a star. Later, he retrieves
photographic evidence of the special day. A
black-and-red jacket zipped to the neck, right
hand on his hip, a radiantly happy self-pos-
sessed smile as opposed to self-conscious.
Years later, on court, Jahangir would do his
best to break down Walker’s spirit and body.
“Showed the picture to him a while back. He
thought it was pretty cool.l do remember go-
ing on court with him then, extremely excited
and nervous, and thinking how calm and con-
fidentand relaxed he was!! Don’t remember
the conversation though. Maybe he said |
should go for more shots!!”

Squashisn’teasy on the body. Forget play-
ing it, even watching it makes one wince.
Crouching bodies contorting in obtuse an-
gles; blinding turns; hands, legs, and heads
yanked in all directions in claustrophobic
glassed walls — “What's not to love?!” Walker
laughs at that observation.

Walker has had both his hips replaced a
couple of years ago. Jansher Khan had multi-
ple back surgeries last year. Jahangir Khan’s
brother’s heart stopped on the court, mid-
game. “Itisindeed a physically gruelling sport
-and yet such artistry, skill is involved.” That
itis.

“You have to be supremely fit." Like
Jahangir, but what else set apart the cham-
pion from Pakistan that allowed him to win
the British Open 10 times between 1982-93
and be a six-time world champion?

“Jahangir was always relentless with
power and ability to hit the ball so crisply. And
he would get on the ball so early — literally
breaking you down and leaving you with
nowhere to hide. You will fall apart by the end
of a game against him. That’s what he did
time and time again and people couldn’t deal
with it. No wonder, it took five-and-half years
for anyone to beat him.”

Jahangir’s career would be forever hy-
phenated with Jansher Khan, in the minds of
fans of a certain vintage, and Walker breaks
down how Jansher beat Jahangir.

“So at some point came Jansher trying to
figure out how to bell the cat. He doesn’t have
the physical presence of Jahangir, so he was-
n'tgoing to win the pace and power game. He
had to figure out how the hell to tire out this
guy, how to make him vulnerable enough to
get some points and win a match.

“Jansher’s philosophy was that ‘l am go-
ing to keep Jahangir on the court for an hour
and half to get him at least tired enough to
play agame of squash against him! Until then,
he is going to absorb the pressure before he
can start applying his skills. Which he obvi-
ously had as heis agreat player; he has shots,
strategies but none of that is going to work
for the first hour and half against Jahangir!”
Walker chuckles. “So you got two totally dif-
ferent players. He had to develop this strat-
egy purely to outplay Jahangir.”

Time to get into the hot seat. Jahangir or
Jansher? “I have to say Jahangir by a tiny mar-
gin because he was unbeatable for five-and-
halfyears - that's unf******believable! Jansher
had total belief in himself in how he was go-
ing to beat Jahangir and he was mentally
tough. At his pomp, though, Jahangir’'s game
was somethingelse. You didn’t go into games
against Jansher with an apprehension that he
is going to break you down. Jahangir could
and regularly did.” Such was Jahangir’s rep-
utation that professionals would book flight
tickets for the day after the game against him.

Jahangir might have asked questions of
his opponents that they had no answer but
the question that totally stumped Walker
came from the Queen. That day when he
made her wait. “Well, not entirely true. She
was late and it was then that I rushed to the
toilet! Oncel greet her-andIwas advised not
to shake her hand but just bow, she has alook
atthe glass court behind me, and goes, 'Have
you played in one of these before?!"I say, 'ac-
tually yeah, we use these portable glass courts
allover the world.' And she goes, “Oh good! So
you have had some practice. Good luck!”
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