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PRATYUSHRAJ
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY14

OF ALL the fascinating paths to
an IPL team, Ramesh Kumar’s
storyisaperfectfairytaleforthe
socialmediaage.
His father repairs footwear,

hismotherisabangleseller.And
the23-year-oldwashappywith
the meagre prize money and
small-time buzz of tennis-ball
cricket in Punjabwhen he sud-
denly went viral on YouTube.
The clip of him in action stirred
an IPL cricketer who shared it

with his coach—and in a blink,
Ramesh's life changed.
Today, Ramesh, aka “Narine

Jalalabadiya”, finds himself in
KolkataKnightRiders,pickedfor
Rs 20 lakh at the IPL auction on
Sunday.Justtheclimaxawaits:a
six off the final ball, ormaybe a
SuperOverinwhichhebowlssix
different deliveries, to win the
Cup forhis team.
While“Narine”isareference

toWest Indianmystery spinner
andT20starSunilNarineforthe
skill toconjureupdifferentballs
with the same action, the
“Jalalabadiya” in the Internet
monikertellsnotonlyRamesh's
storybutalso thatof his father’s
migrantdreams.
Twenty-five years ago,

Mangu Ram left his hometown
ofHanumangarhinRajasthanin
search of work and a better life
forhisfamily,andeventuallyset-

tled down in Jalalabad in
Punjab’sFazilkadistrict.Nowhis
son will be rubbing shoulders
with T20 legends in theworld's
biggest cricket league.
“I grewupwatching the IPL

andusedtomimicSunilNarine.I
used to play tennis-ball tourna-
mentsinPunjab,andmybowling
action andbatting style became
viral.Oneday(inMarch-Aprillast
year),someonepostedavideoof
me with the caption 'Narine
Jalalabadiya', and it got stuck,”
RameshtoldTheIndianExpress.
“Honestly, Idon'tknowwhat

kind of bowler I am, but I can
bowlsixdifferentdeliverieswith
thesameaction.ThisiswhyIget
somanywickets,”hesaid.
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Meet ‘Narine’ of Punjab: Tennis-ball
cricket in village to IPL via YouTube
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Ex-chairman
of Turkish
Airlines is
new CEO
of Air India

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY14

THETATAGrouponMondayan-
nounced the appointment of
former Turkish Airlines
ChairmanIlkerAyciasAirIndia’s
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
andManagingDirector(MD),ef-
fectiveonorbeforeApril 1.
The development is in line

with the Tata Group’s plans to
appoint an expatriate chief to
run the airline it tookover from
the Indian government last
month.Theappointmentissub-
ject to security clearance by the
MinistryofHomeAffairs(MHA).
ItislearntthattheTataGroup

interviewed several potential
candidates before Ayci’s ap-
pointment, includingsomewho
were earlier with major
EuropeanandAmericancarriers.
AyciwaschairmanofTurkish

Airlinessince2015,andhisresig-
nation from the post was an-
nounced by the airline on
January 27 this year — the day
theCentrehandedoverAirIndia
to theTataGroup.
When Turkey's President

Recep Tayyip Erdogan was
Mayorof Istanbul,Ayciservedas
advisor in the Metropolitan
Municipality of Istanbul,where
hewas part of a number of de-
velopmentprojects.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

FOODINFLATION14-MTHHIGH

RBIprojections
robust, awareof
commitmenton
inflation:Das

AANCHALMAGAZINE
&SUNNYVERMA
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY14

RETAIL INFLATION rose to a
seven-month high of 6.01 per
cent in January, breaching the
upper tolerance level of the
medium-terminflationtargetof
4+/-2percentsetbytheReserve
Bankof India(RBI),datareleased
bytheNationalStatisticalOffice
(NSO) onMonday showed. The
rise was mainly on account of
high food inflation, which
jumped to a 14-month high of
5.43percent, alongwithanun-
favourablebase.
Inflation at the wholesale

levelinJanuarysoftenedto12.96
per cent from 13.56 per cent a
monthagobutmarkedthetenth
consecutivemonth of being in
doubledigits,anothersetofdata
released by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry on
Monday showed. Wholesale
foodinflationwas,however,ata
24-month high of 9.6 per cent.
Wholesale Price Index (WPI)-
based inflation rate is reflective

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Markets fall
3% over
Ukraine,
soaring oil
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY14

DOMESTIC STOCK markets
plummeted three per cent
Monday, the biggest fall in 10
months, asmounting fears of a
Russian attack on Ukraine trig-
geredaglobal share sell-off and
prompted oil prices to hit a
seven-yearhigh.
TheSensexdived1,747points

to 56,405.84 and the NSENifty
Index532points to16,842.80 in
thesell-off ledby finance,bank-
ing,metalsandrealtystocks.
The Smallcap index fell by

4.15 per cent in the selling ava-
lanche.Amongmajorlosers,Tata
Steel was 5.49 per cent, HDFC
5.33 per cent, SBI 5.20 per cent
andICICIBank4.73percent.TCS,
whichroseonepercent,wasthe
only gainer among large-cap
sharesasitfixedFebruary23for
itssharebuyback.Therupeefell
by 22 paise to close at 75.58
against the US dollar as geopo-
liticaltensionspushedinvestors
towardssafe-havenassets.

Whythe
worry

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,FEBRUARY14

INAboost for theonlinegaming
industryinIndia,adivisionbench
of the Karnataka High Court
Mondaystruckdownkeyamend-
mentstotheKarnatakaPoliceAct,
1963,whichwerebrought in last
yeartobanall formsofgambling
inthestate,includingonlinegam-
bling,inorderto“curbmenaceof
gamingthroughtheInternet,mo-

bileapps”.
“Theprovisionsaredeclared

to be ultra vires under the
Constitution and struck down,”
JusticeKrishnaSDixitsaidwhile
pronouncing theorder.
“However, nothing in the

judgment shall be construed to
prevent an appropriate legisla-
tion from being brought about
concerning the subject that is
betting and gambling in accor-
dancewiththeprovisionsof the

CONTINUEDONPAGE4
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After Kerala & TN, HC
strikes down Karnataka
ban on online gambling

INFLATIONRATES
ATWHOLESALE,
RETAIL LEVEL
Month WPI CPI
June 12.1% 6.26%
July 11.6% 5.59%
Aug 11.64% 5.3%
Sept 11.8% 4.35%
Oct 13.83% 4.48%
Nov 14.87% 4.91%
Dec 13.56% 5.66%
Jan 12.96% 6.01%
Source:MoSPI,Ministryof
Commerce&Industry

ASRBIkeeps itsmonetary
stanceeasy toensurea
broad-basedrecovery,
thereare risksof retail in-
flationbecomingmore
generalised. Thereareal-
readysignsof inflation
turningstructural innon-
foodsegments likecloth-
ing,healthandtransport.
Highglobal inflationand
risingcrudeoilpriceswill
exert furtherpressure.

Centre’sKendriya
Vidyalayasallow
headscarves, say
petitioners

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU,FEBRUARY14

ARGUING THAT the Centre-run
KendriyaVidyalayasgiveanop-
tionforMuslimstudentstowear
headscarves in colours that
matchtheir schooluniform,pe-
titionersagainstthehijabbanin
some government educational
institutions in Karnataka on
Monday asked the Karnataka
HighCourttopermitthemtodo

thesame.
The plea was made in the

form of amemo placed before
the fullbench, comprisingChief

JusticeRituRajAwasthi, JusticeJ
M Khazi and Justice KrishnaM
Dixit,whichishearingabatchof

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

InBengaluru,ashighschoolsreopenedonMonday.PTI

Allow us to wear hijab matching colour of
uniform: Udupi students in Karnataka HC

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,FEBRUARY14

AS HIGH schools reopened in
KarnatakaonMonday, afterbe-
ingclosedfornearlyaweekover
the hijab row, parts of the state
witnessedscenesofMuslimstu-
dents and teachers being
stopped at the gates, and asked
toremovetheirhijabsbeforebe-
ing let in.

In Mandya, students and
teachers of Rotary Educational
SocietySchool,whowereasked
toremovetheirhijabs,hadtodo
so in public, outside the school,
in the full glare of cameras. As
children stoodbewildered, par-
ents were seen requesting the
teachers to allow the students
inside the campus, where they
could remove their hijab. But
withschoolauthoritiesinsisting

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

As schools reopen, staff &
students told to remove
hijab, burqa outside gates

ASADREHMAN
VARANASI, FEBRUARY14

AS HE chops onions outside a
tent where langar is being
served,KulwantSingh,45,isglad
he couldmake it toVaranasi for
Ravidass Jayanti — and still be
able to cast his vote back home
inPunjab.
The annual three-day fair,

heldatSeerGoverdhanpurtown
inVaranasi, isorganisedtomark
the birth anniversary of Sant

Ravidass, a 15th-16th Century
mystic poet saint of the Bhakti
Movement.
It doesn't take any prodding

for Singh to reveal his electoral
preference. “My vote is for
Channi maharaj (Punjab CM
CharanjitSinghChanni)andthe
Congress.WhyshouldInotvote
foraparty thathasmadeaDalit
theCM?"saysSingh,whoowns
a motorcycle repair shop in
Jalandhar and comes to the fair
everyyear.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

In Varanasi for Ravidass Jayanti,
Punjab polls on top of their minds

AtSantRavidass’sbirthplace
inVaranasi.AnandSingh

Delighted,
honoured:
IlkerAyci

EXPRESSNETWORK

ISROPLACES EARTH
OBSERVATION
SATELLITE IN ORBIT
TRINAMOOLSWEEPS
BENGALCIVIC POLLS
PAGES 9, 10

RameshKumar’s father
repairs footwear,hismother
isabangleseller

WAITING TO VOTE
Outside a polling booth in Thivim, in North Goa, onMonday. PTI REPORTS,PAGE9

DECISION
2022
GOA
78.94% (81.21%in2017)

UTTARAKHAND
65.1% (65.60%in2017)

U.P. PHASE-2
63.3% (65.53%in2017)

KEYSEATS IN U.P.
KUNDARKI
66.96% (71.33%in2017)

NAKUR
74.89% (77.41%in2017)

RAMPUR
52.69% (56.16%in2017)

SUAR
68.54% (69.47%in2017)

SHAHJAHANPUR
50.45% (57.15%in2017)

Inflation over
comfort range
of6%;noneed
for alarm: RBI
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Plea in HC
petitions filed byMuslims girls
frompre-university colleges in
Udupi who have been barred
fromclassesforwearinghijabsin
allegedviolationofuniformspre-
scribedbyacollegecommittee.
“AsfarasMuslimgirlsarecon-

cerned, they are permitted to
wear scarvesmatchingwith the
bottomwearwith red hemon
corners”byKendriyaVidyalayas,
SeniorAdvocateDevadattKamat
told the full bench. “In fact, the
KendriyaVidyalayas even today,
theypermitbynotification,even
thoughtheyhaveuniforms.Even
atthenationallevel,thishasbeen
thetradition.Governmentshave
permitted headscarves to be
worn,”Kamatsaid.
“HeadscarvesforMuslimgirls

andheadgearallowanceforSikhs.
ThisisinlinewithArticle25ofthe
Constitution,”heargued.
The casewas adjourned for

furtherhearingonTuesday.
OnMonday, the counsel for

petitioners told the court the
Muslimgirlswerewearinghijabs
to their classesuntil aKarnataka
governmentorder of February5
legitimisedaban.
Oneof themain contentions

of the counselwas that the state
government,which has the re-
sponsibility ofmaintainingpub-
lic order, hadoutsourced the re-
sponsibility of deciding on the
fundamental right to freedomof
religion (subject topublic order)
toaCollegeDevelopmentCouncil
(CDC)throughtheFebruary5or-
der.“Thegovernmentorderdec-
larationthatwearingaheadscarf
isnotprotectedunderArticle25is
totally erroneous... delegation to
aCDC todecidewhether toper-
mitstudentstowearheadscarves
ornotistotallyillegal.Aslordships
are aware, under Article 25, the
only restrictionswhich come to
the aid of the state in restricting
freedomof religion is public or-
der,”Kamatargued.
“Publicorderisastaterespon-

sibility, it isaresponsibilityof the
executive. Thequestion thatwill
ariseforconsiderationiswhether
aCDC, consistingof anMLAand
subordinates,willdecidewhether
exercisingthisfundamentalfree-
domunderArticle 25 is permis-
sibleornot.Anextrastatutoryau-
thority has been made the

guardian of our Constitutional
freedom,which is totally imper-
missible,"hesaid.
The counsel for the girls said

that theuseof headscarvesdoes
not have to be an essential reli-
giouspractice for it tobeconsid-
eredforprotectionundertheright
tofreedomofreligion.
“Ifthereisapracticethatabe-

lieverthinksispartofhisfaithand
that practice by itself is innocu-
ous, it isnot something,my lord,
whichbyitselfviolatespublicor-
der. By itself, it doesnot infringe
onanyone'sfreedom.Inthiscon-
text, thequestionof essential re-
ligiouspracticewillnotarise. It is
simplyafacetofbelief,”thesenior
advocateargued.
“TilltheGO(February5),they

havebeengoingwithhijabs. It is
an innocuous practice. State
should facilitate freedomof reli-
gionnotobstruct,”heargued.
Earlier,whenthehearingbe-

gan Monday, Chief Justice
Awasthicalledforresponsiblere-
portingbythemediaontheissue.
“Myearnestrequesttothemedia
is tobemore responsible.Weall
havetobehavelikemorerespon-
sible citizens.Wearenot saying
anythingtothemedia,wearenot
on that issue.Our request is that
themediamust see its responsi-
bility as the fourth pillar of
democracy,”thechiefjusticesaid.

Schools reopen
thattheyhadordersfromthegov-
ernmentand thecourt that they
can’t be allowed in,manyof the
students and teachershad to re-
movetheirhijabsandburqasbe-
foreenteringthecampus.
Similarly,atthegovernment-

run Sardar High School in
Belagavi, teachers and staff
stoppedMuslimgirls andasked
themtoremovetheirburqasand
hijabsattheschoolgate.
Over 30 students in Kodagu

weresentbackfromschoolafter
they refused to remove their hi-
jabs. In Shivamogga, 10 students
fromClass10andtwofromClass
9 at KPS School,who refused to
remove their hijabs at the gates,
werenotallowedentry.
At a government school in

Aldur, Chikkamagaluru, head
teacher C S Suresh said 16 stu-
dents came to school inhijab, of
whomtworeturnedhomeafter
the school authorities insisted

that they remove their hijabs.
"Whentheywere toldabout the
HighCourt'sinterimorder,which
restrains all students across reli-
gions from wearing religious
dress in classrooms,14 removed
theirhijabs,"Sureshsaid.
Inmany schools in northern

Karnataka,however,teachersand
staff allowed students to attend
classeswiththeirheadscarves.
Thehijabrowhadsofarbeen

confinedtocolleges--pre-univer-
sitycolleges(Class11and12)and
above. Following the row, high
schools (Class 8 and above) and
colleges in the statewere shut
from February 9. While high
schoolsopenedtoday,theHigher
Education department an-
nounced that all first-grade and
postgraduate colleges aswell as
universities and technical insti-
tuteswouldstayshuttillFebruary
16.Untilnow,evenincollegesthat
had a no-hijab policy in class-
rooms,studentswhocametothe
campusinhijabsandburqasusu-
allytookthemoffinadesignated
'ladiesroom'.
The Karnataka High Court,

which ishearing thematter, had
in its interimorder onFriday re-
strained"allthestudentsregard-
lessof theirreligionorfaithfrom
wearingsaffronshawls(bhagwa)
scarfs,hijab, religious flagsorthe
like,within the classroom, until
furtherorders”.Itsaiditsorder“is
confinedto...institutionswherein
the College Development
Committeeshaveprescribedthe
studentdresscode/uniform”.
Despitetheorderbeingappli-

cable to only collegeswhere hi-
jabsarebannedaspartoftheuni-
formcode,ithasbeeninterpreted
asageneralbaninmanydistricts,
governmentofficialssaid.
Schools in the southern dis-

trictofUdupi,wherethestandoff
firstbegan,reopenedamidstpro-
hibitoryorders.Accordingtooffi-
cials fromtheeducationdepart-
ment, girls in hijabs removed
thembefore entering theprem-
ises. Udupi tehsildar Pradeep
Kurudekar said, "I visited a few
schools and Muslim students
were seen abiding by theHigh
Court'sorder.Theyremovedtheir
hijabsbeforeenteringtheclasses.
So far,wehavenot comeacross
any incident of Hindu students
turning up in saffron shawls.
Moreover, police have beende-

ployedneartheschoolstokeepa
checkonthelawandordersitua-
tion." Speaking on the issue of
girlsbeingforcedtoremovetheir
hijabsandburqasbeforeentering
schoolcampuses,KarnatakaChief
MinisterBasavarajBommaisaid,
"Schoolsupto10thstandardhave
reopened today. A few incidents
havebeenreportedinvariousdis-
tricts.Ameetingwillbeconvened
todiscuss the lacunae and stan-
dard operating procedures.
Schoolmanagements,principals
andparentshavetheresponsibil-
ityofobeyingtheHighCourt.''
A special session of the

Karnataka legislature began on
Mondaybuttheissueofthehijab
ban in somecolleges in the state
did not find amention though
Congresslegislatorsarrivedforan
addressofthejointlegislatureby
Governor ThawarchandGehlot
wearing black bands on their
armsasamarkofprotestagainst
the curbs imposed onMuslim
girlsfromattendingclassesinthe
Udupiregion.

Ravidassias
His brother Dilbag Singh,

however,sayshewillvoteforthe
AamAadmiPartybecausePunjab
needs “change”. “Wehavegiven
enoughchances to theCongress
andtheAkaliDal.Onlythebroom
can cleanupour state,” he says,
referring to the AAP's election
symbol.
The Punjab Assembly elec-

tions,whichwere to beheld on
February 14,werepostponed to
February 20 following several
representationsmadebypolitical
parties to the Election
Commissionsayingthepolldate
would clashwithGuruRavidas
Jayanti, an annual three-day fair
starting February 16, forwhich
communitymembers,whoiden-
tify themselves as Ravidassias,
travel toVaranasi in large num-
bers.Manyofthemtakeaspecial
train,theBegampuraExpress,or-
ganised by theDera Sachkhand
Ballan in Jalandhar, the largest
deraof theRavidassias.
The postponement of the

elections underlines the impor-
tanceof theRavidassia commu-
nityinPunjab.TheRavidassiasare
aDalit communityofwhomthe
bulk live in theDoaba region.Of
the Sachkhand's 20 lakh follow-
ersworldwide, around 15 lakh
liveinPunjab,mostlyintheDoaba
regionthathas23Assemblyseats
(out of the state's 117). Around
61%(11.88lakh)ofDoaba’sDalits
belongtotheRavidassiacommu-
nity. The fair, spread across 20
acres, is held adjacent to the
Banaras Hindu University. On
Monday,withtwodaysleftforthe
festival to begin, themood is al-
readyfestivewithpeoplemilling
aroundthejanamsthal--theme-
morial for Sant Ravidass -- and
stalls selling food, toys, photo-
graphsandstatuesofDalit icons,
andothertrinkets.Therearealso
tents serving langar and others
thatserveasrestingspacesforpil-
grims.
Outside one of the tents,

GurjeetSingh,35,aplumberfrom
Ludhiana, is eatingmanchurian
off a paperplate.He, too, readily
speaks about the elections back
home.“Fornow,myvoteisforthe
jhaadu.Weneed to give thema
chance. People in Delhi have
voted them to power only be-
cause theymade good schools
andmohallaclinics,”saysGurjeet,
who says he participated in the
farmers’agitationoutsideDelhi.
“TheCentrehadnooptionbut

to takeback the laws. Theydid it
becauseelectionsarehere.Iftheir
intentionwasgood,whydidthey
waitfor700farmerstodieandfor
ustostruggleintheDelhiwinters
(before repealing the laws),” he
adds.Around100metresaway,a
groupofwomenaremaking ro-
tis for the langar.Amongthemis
Charan Kaur, 52, a farmer from
Ludhiana.“Idon'tknowwhoIwill
vote for... But the Congress has
made someone fromour com-
munitytheCM.Itislikesupport-
ingMayawati inUP. I haveheard
thatsheputupstatuesofpromi-

nentpersonsfromtheDalitcom-
munityinLucknow,”shesays.
NDCheema,memberof the

Sri Guru Ravidas Janmasthan
Public Charitable Trust that or-
ganises the fair, said invitations
have been sent out to several
politicians, including Prime
MinisterNarendraModi, Punjab
CMCharanjit Singh Channi, UP
CMYogiAdityanathandSPchief
AkhileshYadav,amongothers.
“Wehavenotreceivedacon-

firmation fromanyof themyet.
Bytomorrow,wewillknowwho
iscoming,”hesays.

Air India CEO
“TheAir Indiaboardmet this

afternoon to consider the candi-
dature of Mr Ilker Ayci. Mr N
Chandrasekaran, Chairman of
TataSons,wasaspecialinviteeto
thisboardmeeting.Theboardaf-
ter due deliberations approved
theappointmentofMrIlkerAyci
astheCEO&MDofAirIndia.This
appointment is subject to requi-
site regulatory approvals,” the
TataGroupsaidinastatement.
TheMinistryofHomeAffairs'

securityclearanceisnecessaryfor
any change in the topmanage-
mentof anairline,which is then
forwardedbytheMinistryofCivil
Aviation.
“I amdelightedandhonored

toaccept theprivilegeof leading
an iconic airline and to join the
TataGroup.Workingcloselywith
mycolleaguesatAirIndiaandthe
leadershipof theTataGroup,we
will utilise the strongheritageof
AirIndiatomakeitoneofthebest
airlines in the world with a
uniquely superior flying experi-
encethatreflectsIndianwarmth
andhospitality,”Aycisaid.
“Ilker is an aviation industry

leaderwholedTurkishAirlinesto
its current success during his
tenurethere.Wearedelightedto
welcome Ilker to theTataGroup
where hewould lead Air India
into the new era,”
Chandrasekaransaid.
Ayciwas born in Istanbul in

1971. He is a 1994 alumnus of
BilkentUniversity’sDepartment
of Political Science and Public
Administration, according to the
TataGroupstatement.Afterare-
searchstayonpoliticalscienceat
theLeedsUniversity intheUKin
1995, he completed aMaster's
programme in International
Relations at the Marmara
UniversityinIstanbulin1997.
Thenewchief executivewill

havetheresponsibilityofturning
AIaroundfromanoperationaland
financialstandpoint.Accordingto
latest available public data, Air
Indiareportedaprovisionallossof
Rs 6,555.66croreduring2020-21.
Theairlinecurrentlycontrolsover
4,400domestic and1,800 inter-
nationallandingandparkingslots
atdomesticairportsaswellas900
slotsoverseas

Online gambling
Constitution,”JusticeDixitsaid.
The ruling comesnearly two

monthsafter thedivisionbench,
comprisingChief JusticeRituRaj
AwasthiandJusticeDixit,hadre-
served their judgment on
December 22, 2021, in petitions
filed by the All India Gaming
Federation and gaming compa-
niesopposingthebanthatbrack-
eted online games like rummy
withgambling.
“Wehave discussed various

arguments,doctrines,principles,
everything, and thenwe have
come to this conclusion. In the
abovecircumstances,thewritpe-
titions succeed,” theHighCourt
saidonMonday.
“Awritofmandamusisissued

restraining the respondents
(KarnatakaPolice) frominterfer-
ingwiththeonlinegamingbusi-
nessandalliedactivitiesofthepe-
titioners,”thedivisionbenchsaid.
Thefulldetailsoftheorderare

awaited.
The gaming federation and

others had sought a stay on the
newprovisionsof theAct,which
sought to place games of skill
whenplayedonline in the cate-
goryofgamesofchance.Thestate

government had told theHigh
Court that itwouldnot take any
“precipitating action”under the
new laws till the cases are de-
cided.
ItwasonSeptember21,2021,

thatthestatelegislaturepasseda
legislation to amend the
KarnatakaPoliceAct to imposea
completebanongamblinginthe
state.TheAmendmentActcame
intoforceonOctober5.Twodays
later, the statepolice filed anFIR
againstpromotersofDream11in
BengalurubeforetheHighCourt
asked themnot to take coercive
action. After the amendments
came into force, online gaming
companiesgeo-locked theavail-
ability of their sites and apps in
Karnatakatoavoidpoliceaction.
Thenew lawwaspassedde-

spite similar laws introduced in
neighbouring Tamil Nadu and
Kerala, for broadening the scope
of gambling beyondwhat has
beendefinedby law,notpassing
legalmuster.
OnAugust3,2021,theMadras

HighCourtstruckdowntheTamil
NaduGambling andPolice Laws
(Amendment)Act,2021asbeing
“ultravires”.OnSeptember27,the
KeralaHighCourt, relyingonthe
MadrasHighCourt order, struck
down an amendment to the
KeralaGamingAct, 1960,which
imposedabanononlinerummy.
One of the primary grounds

onwhich thenewgaming laws
waschallengedinKarnatakawas
that games of skill have been
clubbedwithgamesofchancein
the definition of gaming in the
new laws -- if the games of skill
areplayedforprizesorbets.
The gaming federation and

companiesarguedthatasperthe
law laid downby the Supreme
Courtin1957,competitivegames
ofskillarebusinessactivitiespro-
tectedunderArticle 19 (1) (g) of
theConstitution.

‘Narine’ of Punjab
Rameshcouldhaveremained

aminorstaronthetennis-ballcir-
cuit if not for KKR and Punjab
playerGurkeeratMann.Struckby
thevideothatreachedhisphone,
Mann shared itwithKKR assis-
tant coach and formerMumbai
playerAbhishekNayar.
The twowere impressedbut

notsureiftheboyintheclipcould
beaneffectivehard-ball spinner.
ManncalledRamesh to thePCA
stadium in Mohali during
Punjab’sseniorteamcamp.Tohis
pleasant surprise, the boy from
Jalalabadcould replicatehis ten-
nis-ball prowess.More bowling
videoswere shot -- this timeby
Mannhimself -- and forwarded
toNayar’sphone.
Afewdayslater,Rameshgota

callfromanunknownnumber.“I
thoughtitwasarandomcallfora
personal loan from some
bank...why on earth would
AbhishekNayarcallme!Igotcon-
vincedonlywhenMannpaajitold
me that it was a call from
AbhishekNayar,”hesaid.
Ramesh'sworldwas chang-

ing.
Mann helped the budding

spinnerwithspikes,kitsandeven
had him sign upwithMinerva
PunjabCricketAcademy.Ramesh
representedMinervain Punjab's
famous JP Atray Cricket
Tournamentandbagged12wick-
etsinthreematches.
Hewas then selected for the

district team, but since Fazilka
plays in a minor division in
Punjab's local league, Mann
helped him to move to
Kapurthala. Playing for
Kapurthala in theKatochShield,
Punjab's inter-district tourna-
ment, Ramesh twinkled out 12
wicketsinfourmatches.
“I owemy life toMannpaaji.

Hehasdonesomuch forme.He
has been a rock formeover the
past year. If not for him, Iwould
have been playing tennis-ball
cricketonly.Hehashelpedmefi-
nancially...he shotmyvideos on
hisphone,andalwaysencourages
me,”hesaid.
OnceRameshhadnailed the

transition to a cricket ball, Nayar

stepped in and called him to
Mumbai for the KKR trials. Last
month,ashetookhisseatonthe
plane toMumbai, his first flight,
anxiety gripped him. “I started
chanting God's name, andwas
desperate for the plane to land
somehow,”hesaid.
Withthenervesstill jangling,

“it took fiveminutes forme to
openthedoortomyhotelroom”.
The next day, hewent for trials
and didwhatever Nayar asked
himtodobeforetakingtheflight
back.
“Abhisheksirtoldmetokeep

working hard.With the help of
Mannpaaji, Iputmynameinthe
auction this time. I had no clue
that Iwould be picked. Itwas a
surprisewhenKKRwentforme,”
hesaid.
KKR,meanwhile, is not keen

to hype their new signing. The
word from their camp is that
Rameshhaspotential,althougha
lotofworkneedstobeputinbe-
foreheisreadyforthebigleague.
Thenewpicknowdreamsof

representingPunjabandplaying
for India one day, but knows
there's a long and tough road
ahead.
“Cricketisnotjustmypassion.

It ismyoccupation. I have been
playingcricketsinceIwas16.My
father didn't like me playing
cricketallthetime,hewantedme
to study. But the player of the
matchaward in tennis ball tour-
naments used to have cash
awards,andmyfocuswasalways
toearnthat,”hesaid.
Sohowwill he spendhis IPL

money? “Mymother sells ban-
gles in the villages of Jalalabad. I
willopenashopforher,andsave
the rest for the education ofmy
twoyoungerbrothers.”

Inflation
of theprice pressures on the in-
puts side and ofmanufacturers
passingonthehigherinputcosts
totheiroutputprices.
Earlier in the day before the

government released data on
prices,RBIGovernorShaktikanta
Das said therewas no need to
panic on the inflation front.
“Today’s inflation print is ex-
pectedtobearound6percent.So
thatshouldnotsurpriseorcreate
anyalarm,becausewehavetaken
that into consideration,” he said
after theRBI board’s customary
post-Budget meeting with
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.
Therewas adelicate balance

between inflation and growth
and the Reserve Bankwas fully
awareofitscommitmenttoinfla-
tion,Dassaid.Themomentumof
inflation in India,hepointedout,
has been moving down since
Octoberandthatthe“pricestabil-
ity”wasof foremost importance
tothecentralbank.“TheriseinCPI
inflation during October-
December ismainly on account
of the statistical effect of a low
base,"hesaid.
Lastweek, the RBI had pro-

jectedIndia’saverageinflationto
softento4.5percentin2022-23,
down fromanestimated5.3per
cent in 2021-22. TheRBI’s infla-
tionprojections are "robust" but
contingentondownsideandup-
side risks associated with the
movement of global crude oil
prices, he said. "At this point of
time,ourinflationprojectionsare
quiterobust,andwestandbyit.If
there is somethingof course to-
tally unforeseen,whichnobody
can expect, (then) that is differ-
ent...,”hesaid.
With respect to rising oil

prices and their impact on infla-
tion, he said theRBI considers a
particular rangewithinwhich
crudepricesareexpectedtofluc-
tuate considering all the factors
thatcanbeanticipatedandsortof
foreseenasof today.
Buteconomists said thehigh

inflationwasnowturningstruc-
tural,withpricerisebeingseenin
non-foodsegmentssuchascloth-
ing, fuel and light, household
goods,health,transport,andcom-
munication above 6 per cent.
“These prices are based on the

MRPprincipleandwillnotcome
down once increased.
Manufacturersareintheprocess
ofpassingonthehigherinputcost
to the consumer and this will
carryonforthenexttwomonths
too,” Madan Sabnavis, Chief
Economist,BankofBaroda,said.
“Most states havewitnessed

higher than 6per cent inflation
with Haryana registering the
highest inflation of 7.2 per cent.
The critical elementwill be in
Marchwhen the elections con-
cludeasthisisthetimetherecan
beafreshroundofincreaseinfuel
prices,”hesaid.
Thestructuralaspectof infla-

tion is reflected in the core infla-
tion remaining sticky (5.96 per
cent in January). “Clothing &
footwear inflationnowstandsat
a97-monthhigh (8.84per cent)
on the back of higher cotton
prices. Household goods and
servicesinflationat7.1percentis
at a 94-month high in January
2022.Amidelevated inputcosts,
variousautomobile,telecomand
FMCG firms have announced
pricehikes.Asaresult,coreinfla-
tionhas remained sticky,” Sunil
Kumar Sinha, Principal
Economist, India Ratings and
Researchsaid.
The previous high for retail

inflation was seen at 6.26 per
cent in June2021. In January,an
unfavourablebaseeffect led to
a sharp turnaround in vegeta-
bles fromadisinflationof 3per
cent inDecember2021toa14-
monthhigh inflationof 5.2per
cent.
Goingahead,theCPIinflation

isexpectedtopeakintheongoing
quarterandmaynotmoderateas
quicklyasprojected, especially if
domesticdemandreboundsafter
theabatementof the less severe
thirdwave, economists said but
ruledoutanimmediatechangein
stancebytheRBI.“Thetoneofthe
February2022policy reviewvir-
tuallyrulesoutastancechangein
April 2022, notwithstanding the
elevated CPI inflation print for
January2022, and the low likeli-
hoodof ameaningful reversal in
February 2022…our newbase
case is a change in stance in June
2022, followedby two repo rate
hikes of 25 bps each in August
2022andOctober2022,guidedby
our view that inflationwill not
moderate appreciably in H1
FY2023.A calibrated increase in
thereverserepohikecouldcom-
mencefromQ1FY2023,although
westill expect it tobedovetailed
to, rather than preceding, the
stancechange,”AditiNayar,Chief
Economist,ICRAsaid.
Initsmonetarypolicyreview

onFebruary10,RBIkeptthekey
policy rates unchanged and
maintained an accommodative
stance. It also took note of the
cost-push pressures on core in-
flation– thenon-food, non-fuel
component of inflation. “Going
forward,vegetablepricesareex-
pected to ease further on fresh
wintercroparrivals.Thesoften-
inginpulsesandedibleoilprices
is likely to continue in response
to strong supply-side interven-
tionsbytheGovernmentandin-
crease in domestic production.
ProspectsofagoodRabiharvest
addtotheoptimismonthefood
price front. Adverse base effect,
however, is likely to prevent a
substantial easing of food infla-
tion in January,” it said.
TheRBIhasprojected5.3per

cent retail inflation for FY22,
withQ4inflationseenat5.7per
cent before easing to 4.9 per
centinQ1FY23.“TheMPCnotes
that inflationis likelytomoder-
ate in H1:2022-23 and move
closer to the target rate there-
after,providingroomtoremain
accommodative.Timelyandap-
posite supply side measures
fromtheGovernmenthavesub-
stantially helped contain infla-
tionarypressures.Thepotential
pick up of input costs is a con-
tingent risk, especially if inter-
nationalcrudeoilpricesremain
elevated,” it said.

FULLREPORTSON
www.indianexpress.com

THESECONDPAGE4 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,TUESDAY,FEBRUARY15,2022

FROMPAGEONE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

China’s ignorance
ofwrittenpacts
andhijabrow
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

In thisepisodewediscuss theLACborder
issue inLadakh.Wealsodiscuss thehijab
controversy

DOWNLOADAPP

HOLLYWOODREWIND | INSIDEOUT: ANUNLIKELYCOMING-OF-AGE TALEWHERE
EMOTIONSREIGNSUPREME
InsideOutwasnominatedfortwoOscars,andcrashedtheticketcounteruponitsrelease.Safetosay,youcan
includethisoneintheslowlybuildingcatalogueofmodernanimationclassics.

TECH ENTERTAINMENT

REDMISMARTBAND
PROREVIEW

Gearedfor fitness.
Beingpitchedasa
‘SportsWatch’

W
EB

EX
CL
U
SI
VE

SCANTHISQRCODETO
DOWNLOADTHEAPP

KALLAND’SOUZA
MOVIEREVIEW

TheSoubinShahir
movie falls flat

■VISUAL STORIES

■ DAILY BRIEFING

■ PODCASTS

■ CUSTOMIZABLE
NEWS EXPERIENCE

IndianExpress
★★★★★■4.6

New Delhi



THECITY 5WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,TUESDAY,FEBRUARY15,2022

Dr Shashank R Joshi
MD, DM, FRCP, FICP, FACE, FACP
Consultant Endocrinologist,
Mumbai
Member, Maharashtra
COVID-19 Task force
Padma Shri Awardee

SARS-CoV-2 is predictably
unpredictable but is slow mu-
tating new RNA virus which
has clearly disrupted the
world since 2020.Gazing into
the future of SARS-CoV-2,
it is predicted that the new
variants of concerns due to
mutants would not be eradi-
cated anytime soon but may
be less severe, though more
contagious like Omicron.
The new normal has moved
from “herd immunity” (a term
which has lost its science as the
pandemic evolved) to “endemic
“word which also needs lots
to be thought about.

The evolution of SARS-
CoV-2 over the next sever-
al months will determine
what the end of this global
crisis will look like. Will the
virus morph into another
common cold or evolve into
something more threatening
such as influenza or worse?
As countries lift restrictions,
opportunities increase for

SARS-CoV-2 to make sig-nif-
icant evolutionary leaps
where it may become a man-
ageable condition in most
and protecting the most vul-
nerable likely to deteriorate.
We need to live our lives with
Covid 19 with care, caution
and precautions without fear
and panic.

The novel coronavirus dis-
ease of 2019 is associated with
significant morbidity and
mortality. Our current focus
is to save every life from covid
19.Most lives are lost in elder-
ly or unvaccinated population
or those who have underlying
immunocompromised states
or co morbid disorders like
hypertension, diabetes, heart
diseases or kidney or liver
issues. The impact of throm-
botic complications has been
increasingly recognized as
an important component of
this disease associated with
higher risk of death. To add
to the burden of thrombo-
embolism, winters are often
accompanied with an unusu-
ally high occurrence of heart

attacks or strokes. Deaths
from heart disease, including
sudden deaths, tend to in-
crease rapidly at the onset of
winters. The risk of having a
heart attack during the win-
ter months is twice as high
as during the summers. So,
people with cardiometabolic
conditions must take utmost
care to prevent covid 19 or
treat aggressively.

The quest for effective
drugs to treat COVID-19 and
vaccines to prevent compli-
cations has been a priority
ever since the outbreak of the
disease. Up to now, COVID
treatment choices have been
inferred from the experience
with other coronaviruses or
viral infection outbreaks.
The options currently being
used clinically are categor-
ically divided as antivirals,
immunomodulators and
other drugs. However, it has
been observed that the use of
such drugs has shown both,
limited efficacy & specificity
against SAR-COV-2 but ev-
idence continues to be gen-
erated. Many of these med-
icines were repurposed and
are still under investigation.

ADVERTORIAL

For those who had hoped
that 2021 would be the year
that put the pandemic in
the past tense, it was a harsh
reminder that it is still very
much present. Rather than
laying plans to return to the
‘normal’ life we knew before
the pandemic, 2022 is the
year the world must come
to terms with the fact that
SARS-CoV-2 is here to stay.

The emergence of the
Omicron variant last No-
vember highlighted the on-
going challenges of life with
SARS-CoV-2. The trans-
mission rate increases with
each new emerging variant
& hence vaccine is only par-
tially effective method of
protection against the new
mutants.

While COVID-19 is prev-
alent, the combined use
of immunomodulatory or

anti-inflammatory agents
and antivirals might be the
optimal therapy for the dis-
ease. The emergence of af-
fordable and powerful oral
anti-COVID-19 drugs and
the increased uptake of vac-
cination will bring hope for
the end of the COVID-19
pandemic.

It takes years to develop
antiviral drugs & looking
at repurposing easilyacc-
essible which treat COVID
symptoms. The need of the
hour is to look at therapies
that can be taken at home
in tablet form to reduce
hospital load. Knowledge
& detailed science be-
hind use of aspirin &
promethazine in treating
flu like symptoms backed
by clinical evidence is
sufficiently available.

Micronutrient have po-
tential roles in interfer-
ing with virus at the entry
site, and inhibiting activi-
ties of replication cycle of
severe acute respiratory-
sy syndrome coronavirus
Micro-nutrient also have
immunomodulating, anti-
inflammatory, antioxidant,
and antiviral properties.
Therefore, micronutrients
are consequently a prom-
ising alterative nutrition-
al approach to combat
COVID-19.

Vitamin D supplemen-
tation is safe and effective
up to 4,000 IU in reducing
virus replication and con-
trolling the cytokine storm.

In COVID, vitamin C up to
1500 mg provides optimum
in COVID-19.Vitamin B3
not only helps to build and
maintain a healthy immune
system but it could poten-
tially prevent or reduce
COVID-19 symptoms or
treat SARS-CoV-2 infection.
Zinc has immunomodulato-
ry, antiviral & anti-inflam-
matory responses and sup-
plementing 15-30 mg Zinc
per day in COVID infected
is effective. Selenium and Io-
dine has beneficial effects on
immunity, with a dose more
than 100 μg per day.

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic is still severe, and most
of the drugs currently for
COVID-19 are not designed
specifically against SARS-
CoV-2. The combination of
Aspirin, Promethazine and
micronutrients inhibits viral
proliferation in early stage of
COVID-19 thus preventing
subsequent severe complica-
tions. Clinical evidence sug-
gests that Aspirin, prometh-
azine and micronutrients
can shorten the recovery
time of COVID-19 symp-
toms.

Need of the hour with
omicron variant is to
boost immunity of those
vaccinated & unvaccinated
as emerging variants tend to
cause mild illness. Clearly
better vaccines will take
years to develop and right
now what we need is widely
available & safe, affordable
therapies.

Rohit Shelatkar
B Pharmacy, MSc. Pharmacology,
Sr. Vice President, Director,
Vitabiotics Ltd. UK
Heads the international business
team along with his participation
in the Product Formulations and
Regulatory Affairs.

‘Lone Coronavirus battling against the host of antibodies.’

Flu and influenzas pandem-
ics have ravaged the world
since 1918 till date. Covid
19 had also seen waves and
strains evolve which has seen
it evolve from a life-threaten-
ing pneumonia like disease
from the Wuhan strain till
the current less severe Omi-
cron strain which is flu like
syndrome in most people
now. Omicron related tsuna-
mic like wave is less severe
but highly contagious. The
manifestations of Omicron
are essentially an upper air-
way disease which is “nose”
and “throat” covid. They are
fever, nasal congestion/stuffy
or blocked nose, sore throat
with pain, cough, headache,
bodyache, tiredness(fatigue),
myalgia (muscle pain) and
many others. The lung covid
which was seen in the Delta
strain can still rarely exist of-
tenmay have loss of smell and
taste should never be missed.
Monitoring temperature and
oxygen saturation will always
be the key in the first week
particularly. Symptomatic
treatment is the key with an-
tipyretics, anti-inflammatory,
antihistamines and simple
immunity stimulating mi-
cronutrients. So current mild
disease can be managed by
symptomatic treatment solu-
tions and red flagging the
vulnerable groups. Simple
medicines like low dose aspi-
rin, statins or anticoagulants
save lives in the high risk car-
diometabolic co morbidities
like diabetes and heart dis-
eases.

Now, there is a need to
start living with Covid 19
ens-uring to follow universal
behaviour of masking, air-
ventilation, distancing, and
sanitisation, behave responsi-
bly and stay safe.

Living with Covid 19 Need of the Hour : Boost Immunity

Issued in Public Interest by Vitiabiotics Ltd.

Gurgaon collapse:
Khattar orders
structural audit
of affected towers

Shahdara rape: NGO claims not allowed to meet woman, HC asks why it wants to

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,FEBRUARY14

TAKINGCOGNIZANCEof the in-
cident at Chintels Paradiso soci-
ety in Gurgaon’s sector 109,
wherealargeportionofthesixth
floorcollapsedall thewaytothe
firstfloor,HaryanaChiefMinister
Manohar Lal Khattar Monday
saidthegovernmenthasinprin-
ciple decided that apart from
structural engineers appointed
by builders, the Department of
Town and Country Planning
(DTCP) should also conduct a
structural audit by reputedgov-
ernment institutions or a struc-
tural engineer empanelled by
thembefore giving the occupa-
tioncertificate.Twowomenhad
died in the collapse,which took
placeonThursdayevening.
On Sunday, HaryanaDeputy

CMDushyant Chautala had said
thegovernmentwasconsidering
making changes to the policy of
granting occupation certificates
tohigh-risestructures.Atpresent,
the DTCP issues one to a devel-
oper after checking if the build-
inghasbeenconstructedinkeep-
ingwiththeapprovedlayoutplan
andasperthebuildingcode.
The CM also said directions

hadbeengivenforastructuralau-
dit of the affected towers of
ChintelsParadisotobeconducted
by IITsoranyother reputedgov-
ernmentinstitution,todetectany
defects in design orworkman-
shipduringconstruction.“Thelo-
cal administration has been di-
rected to provide alternate
temporaryre-accommodationto
allaffectedfamiliesonanimme-
diatebasisaspeoplearescaredto
stayinthistower,”hesaid.
The CM added that since

somegrouphousing societies in
thevicinityhavealsoshownsigns
of structural damage at an early
stage,theDTCPhasbeendirected
to identify such buildings based
oncomplaintsreceivedfromres-
identwelfareassociationsorany

otheragencyandgettheirstruc-
turalauditsconductedtoo.
Hesaidthestategovernment

willtakestrictactionagainstthose
found guilty. “TheDTCP should
immediately take action against
all directors of Chintels India
Limited, Chintels Exports Private
Limited,andChintelsIndiaPrivate
Limited, structural engineers, ar-
chitectsandcontractorswhocon-
structedtheresidentialtowerand
theresidentwhohaddoneaddi-
tionalconstructionworkonsixth
floor.Directionshavebeengiven
toregisteranFIRwithimmediate
effect,”saidtheCM.“Theincident
isveryunfortunateandthegov-
ernmentwill ensure such inci-
dentsdonothappen in future.”
OnSunday,afteradetailedre-

port was submitted by the dis-
tricttownplanner(DTP)enforce-
ment, R S Bhath, an FIR was
registeredagainstthedeveloper,
structural engineer, proof con-
sultant,architect,contractor,and
anunknownperson.
Bhathsaid,“...Asperprovision

inrules,whenanoccupationcer-
tificate is given, townand coun-
try planning department does
notconductanauditandneither
structuralengineersfromgovern-
mentdoesanaudit. Intheprovi-
sions,aqualifiedstructuralengi-
neerhastogiveacertificateatthe
timeofprocuringoccupationcer-
tificate. In this case, a structural
engineerwas fromIIT-Delhi and
anotherwas from IIT-Roorkee,
whohadseveralyearsof experi-
ence. Theygaveacertificate that
thebuildingwasconstructedun-
dertheirsupervisionandmetthe
specifications laid down in the
National Building Code.Webe-
lievethatwiththemishapoccur-
ring, this implies these declara-
tionsarefraudulentandhencean
FIRhasbeenregistered.”
The office of DTP, enforce-

ment,hasalsowrittentoIIT-Delhi
toengagetheirservicesforastruc-
tural audit andprovide technical
consultancyservicespertainingto
structuraldistressinthesociety.
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THEDELHI High CourtMonday
directedDelhiPolicetofileasta-
tusreportontheShahdararape-
assaultcaseinresponsetoaplea

filedbyNGOUnitedSikhsalleg-
ingthatitwasdeniedpermission
tovisitthevictimandherfamily.
Police told the court it is a

“very communally sensitive
case”, and protectionwas pro-
vided to the victim tomaintain
lawandorder in the area.While

theNGOalleged that the victim
was being denied the right to
have an advocate of her choice,
police said she is representedby
an amicus curiae appointed by
thedistrict legalservicesauthor-
ity of Shahdara. “The process of
the court cannot be used by an

NGO to impose itself on the vic-
tim.Wecannotallowsomebody
toparadrop through theprocess
of thecourt.Thecase iscommu-
nallysensitive.Itcanleadtolarger
ramifications,”submittedpolice.
ThecourtaskedtheNGOif it

hasbeenapproachedbythevic-

tim, and said the state is sensi-
tive to the issue. “Forwhat pur-
posecanyoucontactthevictim?
Whatlocusdoyouhave,” itsaid,
while listing thecase inApril.
It also took exception to the

NGOcounsel’s submissionthat
itwillprovide“bestof” legalas-

sistance to the victim and said
the same amounted to under-
miningthelegalaidandsystem
of court.
On January 26, a young

womanwasabducted,allegedly
gangraped by her neighbours,
andparadedonthestreets.
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ALMOST TWO years of closure
and a few stuttered reopening
attemptslater,pre-primary,pri-
mary and middle school chil-
dren in Delhi returned to class-
rooms on Monday, with the
hope that therewill benomore
interruptions.
Up until now, schools had

been permitted to reopen for
primary class children for 18
days since the beginning of the
pandemic. Delhi had first tried

to reopen schools for these stu-
dentsfromNovember1lastyear,
butwithin twoweeks, physical
classes for all gradeswere sus-
pended fromNovember 15due
to rising air pollution levels.
Schools reopened for all grades
on November 29 andwere or-
dered to shut yet again within
days, citing pollution, on
December 2. While schools
briefly opened for classes VI to
XII for10days, theyclosedcom-
pletely on December 29 due to
the omicron-fuelled surge in
Covidcases.
Fortheirfirstclassonreturn-

ingtoschool,classIIIstudentsof
Veer Savarkar Sarvodaya Kanya
Vidyalaya told each otherwhat
theydidathomeandwhatthey
hadmissedabout school.
“I learnt lots of things at

home—nouns, counting, tables
1 to 15, pronouns, prepositions,
singularplural— frommyelder
sister. But Imissed school a lot...
the playground, classroom,
drawings, and friends,” said
Lakshmi.Shesaidnowthatsheis
back to school, she is excited to
draw flowers, houses, girls,
schoolsandplaygrounds.
Her classmate Chhavi had

lesstosayaboutwhatshedidat
home. “I was getting bored at
home andwasmissing school,”
shesaid.
Afteraskingstudentstoshare

their experiences, their class
teacher led a Happiness
Curriculum class. For the first
twoweeks, therewill beno for-
malteaching-learningatgovern-
ment schools. The focuswill be
on the Happiness Curriculum
andstory-tellingsessionstoease
childrenintotheschoolenviron-
ment,andonone-on-onelearn-
ing level assessment.
While most children said

they are excited to meet their
friends,Shrishti,anotherclassIII
student, said she does not have
any friends in the school cur-
rently. “I can’t remember things
about school from before they
closed. Ididn’tevencomewhen
it hadopened in themiddle be-
causemymothersaidthere’sno
point going for just two days. I
couldn’tmakefriendsduringon-
line classes because I couldn’t
even see them. I am excited to
make friendsnow,” shesaid.
The school saw 36% atten-

dance among primary school
studentsand71%amongmiddle

school childrenonMonday.
Primary schools run by the

municipal corporations also re-
opened onMonday. The SDMC
Primary School at Chittaranjan
Park saw114of its 735 students
turn up on the first day, with
some children reaching at 7.30
am itself for their 8 am classes.
But they startedgetting restless
in theirbenchesby10.30am.
Head of school AnjuMittal

decided to allow some sections
to eat their lunches in the play-
ground but only after tasking
class teachers with watching
over themtoavoidcrowding.

87-year-old bedridden
woman ‘raped’ at
home, police form SIT

21-year-old commits suicide hours after
being questioned by cops, they deny link

Soon, e-autos on capital’s roads, 3,500
applicants picked in first draw of lots

Salaries of
LHMC docs
deducted for
NEET-PG
agitation

NURSERYTO12TH, ALLCLASSESNOWINSESSION

Delhi goes back to school

For thefirst twoweeks, therewillbenoformal teaching-learningatgovernmentschools.PraveenKhanna
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DELHI’S ROADS will soon see
electric autos as the transport
department Monday held a
computeriseddrawof lotsforal-
lotmentof 4,261vehicles. Itwill
soonstart theprocessof issuing
aLetterof Intent (LOI) toall suc-
cessful applicants.
According to officials from

the transport department, the
mainaimbehindintroducinge-
autoswas to curbpollution and
boostlast-mileconnectivity.The
scheme was launched last
Octoberandthedepartmenthad
invited online applications for
registration of 4,261 e-autos. Of
these,33%(1,406)werereserved
forwomenapplicants.
To provide visibility and to

ensurecomplianceandprevent

misuse of the scheme, the de-
partmenthadalsonotifiedaspe-
cial colour scheme — blue for
normal autos and lilac for those
drivenbywomen.

Withinlessthanamonth,the
departmenthadreceived20,589
applications of which 19,846
werefrommenandtheremain-
ingwerewomenapplicants.

A single common comput-
erised draw of lots, through a
randomised process, was held
onMondaytoselect2,855male
applicants, 743 female appli-
cants and 285 extra applicants
whowill be on awaitlist. Itwas
held under the supervision of a
committee comprising senior
officialsof thetransportdepart-
ment and a special invitee from
theWCDdepartment. “The LOI
to the first list of successful ap-
plicants... will be given by
February 28,” said a statement
fromthe transportdepartment.
“Special features like the sin-

gle-window systemof subsidy
disbursement and interest sub-
vention,alongwithaprovisionfor
co-ownershipwithfleetaggrega-
tors,willmakethewholeprocess
of registering and owning an e-
auto extremely simple,” said
TransportMinisterKailashGahlot.

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,FEBRUARY14

GURGAON’S FIRST woman
police commissioner, Kala
Ramachandran,willtakecharge
on Tuesday. Ramachandran, a
1994batchIndianPoliceService
(IPS)officer,will replaceKKRao
as the police commissioner of
Gurgaon after the latter was
transferredwith immediate ef-

fect lateonSundaynight.
Shewasearlierpostedasthe

Principal Secretary to the gov-
ernment of Haryana, Transport
Department, with additional
charge of ADGP State Vigilance
Bureau (H). She is the first
womanpolice commissionerof
the district since the commis-
sionerate system was intro-
duced inGurgaon in2007.
Ramachandran told The

Indian Express that her priority

wouldbe improving the livesof
citizens and facilitating ease of
doingbusiness. “Gurgaonbeing
a citywith diversemilieu, from
ruraltocorporatetoindustrialto
urban residential, the focuswill
be on facilitation of ease of do-
ing business and to make life
easier foreveryone.Thefocusof
thepoliceshouldbeonimprov-
ing the lives of common citi-
zens,” shesaid.
Trafficmanagementandroad

safety are the priority areas in
thatrespect,saidthepolicechief.
“Onethingthataffectseveryone
is traffic. The security of citizens
fromstreetcrimessuchashooli-
ganism, snatchings, eve-teasing
and drunken driving, and secu-
rityofwomenandminorswould

remain a key priority.Women
shouldbesafeandthat’sthesign
of a mature society also that
women can go out of the house
without fear.Wewill also focus
oneconomicoffencesandcyber-
crimes,” shesaid.
She added that after taking

charge and discussingwith po-
liceofficersontheground,abet-
ter evaluation of major issues
and concerns would be made
and,accordingly,planswouldbe

formalised tocurbcrime.
Ramachandran has earlier

had stints as SP in Rewari,
FatehabadandPanchkula. From
2001 onwards, shewas on cen-
traldeputationtotheIntelligence
Bureau. She headed the North
Eastern Police Academy in
Meghalayafrom2017-2020,and
then returned to the cadre in
August 2020. She has served as
ADGP crime against women
(CAW), Headquarter, and ADGP

StateVigilanceBureau.
Outgoing police chief K K

Rao,a1996batchIPSofficer,has
been transferred as inspector
general of police (IGP), CPT and
R,Bhondsi.Raohadtakencharge
inGurgaon on June 30, 2020, in
his second tenure as commis-
sioner. He had been in the post
foreightmonthsfromJune2018
to February 2019, following
which he was transferred as
Faridabadpolicecommissioner.

WOMEN’S SAFETY, TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ON PRIORITY LIST

Gurgaon gets its first woman police commissioner, to take charge today

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY14

AN 87-YEAR-OLDwoman,who
is bedridden, was allegedly as-
saultedandrapedbyanuniden-
tified person inside her West
Delhi home on Sunday. The
womanliveswithherdaughter,
aged65,whohadgoneout fora
walk in the parkwhen the inci-
dent tookplace.
Police said no arrest has

beenmade so far and a special
investigation team (SIT) has
been formed to investigate the
matter.
The family claimed that the

man broke in around 12.30 pm
on Sunday and locked the door
from the inside. When the
oldwoman questioned him, he
said he is employedwith a gas
agencyandwas called for some
work.Thewomansuspectedhis
activitiesandscreamedforhelp.
Shetriedtocallherdaughter,but
themansnatchedherphone,al-
legedlyassaultedherandraped
her. Her daughter found her ly-
ing injured an hour later and
called thepolice.
The family alleged that po-

lice did not register their com-
plaint initiallyandcoaxedthem
to file a case of theft. A relative
alsoclaimedthat the familydid
not press for rape charges be-
causeof fearof“harassmentand
reputation”.
The relative claimed, “They

(the victim and her daughter)
are senior citizens and live

alone. She was found bleeding
fromhermouth and had other
injuries. She can only speak in
Punjabiandtoldusthatshewas
raped. She is bedridden and is-
n’t doing well because of her
health issues...”
Policedeniedtheclaimsand

saidthefamilyhadonlyreported
theft initially.
Additional DCP (West)

PrashantGautamsaid,“Basedon
theallegationsmade in the first
complaintof thevictim,acaseof
theft was registered. Later, they
alleged the woman was also
raped.Wehavenowaddedsec-
tions of rape and voluntarily
causinghurt.”
ChinmoyBiswal, Additional

CP (Western range) and Delhi
Police PRO, said, “We sent a
medical team to the victim’s
place for examination and are
providing the woman with
counselling andmedical help.
Theallegationsmadebytherel-
ativesarefalse.Today,assoonas
they made the allegations (in
thecase),weaddedappropriate
sectionsintheFIRandbeganthe
investigation. An SIT has been
formed for a speedy probe to
nab theunknownaccused.”

KalaRamachandran,a1994
batch IndianPoliceService
officer,will replaceKKRao

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY14

FOUR YEARS after several FIRs
were registered against former
JNUSU office bearers, police in
Delhi have started probing the
cases andsummoning themfor
questioning.
Office bearers from2017-18

havebeencalled forquestioning
inconnectionwithtwoincidents
from 2018 — when protests
against compulsory attendance
hadresultedintwoRectorsbeing
confined to the administrative
block overnight after students
gheraoedthebuilding,andwhen
ABVP and JNUSU had clashed
post thescreeningof amovieon
‘lovejihad’,withtheformerlodg-
inganFIRagainstthelatter.
DCP (Southwest) Gaurav

Sharma confirmed that the of-
fice bearers had been sum-
moned forquestioning.
While Geeta Kumari and

Simone Zoya Khan belonged
to the All India Students’
Association,DuggiralaSrikrishna
was from the Students’
Federation of India and
Shubhanshu Singh from the
DemocraticStudents’Federation.
Former JNUSU vice-presi-

dentSimoneZoyaKhansaidshe
hadbeencalledontwoseparate
occasions in February, once for
eachincident.“Ithasbeeninthe
very preliminary stages so not
muchhashappenedsofar.They
just askeda coupleof questions
relatedtotheincidentandasked
me to sign a document. These
are all old cases that happened
duringourtenurethattheyhave

openednow,” shesaid.
Former JNUSU president

Geeta Kumari also said she had
been asked to sign a document.
“Theseincidentsaresofarinthe
past that it’s verydifficult for us
to recollect all the details now.
It’s been over three years.
Moreover, even the officers’ in-
vestigations seem to be new.
Theydon’tseemtoknowthepo-
litical context of JNU, or which
cases are politicallymotivated.
Thisjustseemslikeatoolforha-
rassment,” shesaid.
Shubhanshu Singh, former

JNUSU joint secretary, said he
had only been summoned once
inthematterofthegheraoofrec-
torsandhadbeenaskedtosigna
‘bounddown’notice. “Someba-
sic questionswere asked about
ourwhereaboutsonthatday,etc.
Ievenaskedthemwhytheywere
asking about a 2018 incident
now,towhichtheysaidthatthey
hadmoreimportantcasespend-
ing, and so finishing those took
time,”hesaid.

Former JNU
office bearers
questioned in
cases from 2018

Thewomanliveswith
herdaughter,aged65,
whohadgoneout fora
walk intheparkwhen
theincidenttookplace

Thegovthad invitedonlineapplications forregistrationof
4,261e-autos.Of these,33%werereservedforwomen. Express

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY14

A 21-YEAR-OLD student al-
legedlycommittedsuicideathis
homeonSunday,hoursafterbe-
ingquestionedbyDelhiPolicein
connectionwith a robbery case.
Thedeceased,SurajThakur, also
recordedavideoonhisphoneal-
leging he had been harassed by
the police. The incident took
placeinWestDelhi’sHariNagar.
Thevideowassharedonline

by the family. It purportedly
shows Suraj crying in his room
andsaying,“They(police)made
me sit on a bike and tookme to
thestation.Merikoigaltinahi thi
(I did nothing wrong). They
askedmetocallmyfriends.They

assured me that if I tell them
aboutAnkit’swhereabouts,they
will leaveme. I calledAnkitand
hecame.They thenaskedAnkit
to call his brother Abhishek...
Police then told me that they
(Ankit and Abhishek) harass
girls. They askedme if I am in-
volvedinsuchactivitiesandsaid
thatItakesmack...Theysentme
home. I didn’t do anything
wrong. I am innocent. My par-
ents’ reputation is at stake. I am
depressed... I am committing
suicideand I amresponsible for
this. I won’t blame anyone. No
one is responsible for this...”
Suraj, a second-year BA stu-

dent, is survived by his parents
and two siblings. His father
works as a labourer while his
mother is ahomemaker.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, his younger brother,
Neeraj (18), claimedpolice “tor-
tured”hisbrother.He saidSuraj
alsoworkedasahelperatagar-
ments shoptosupport the fam-
ily. “His friendswere involved in
a robbery case. Police took him
forquestioningintheafternoon.
They took his phone and didn’t
informus. Later, I came toknow
thathehadbeendetained.Iwent
toMayapuri chowki and found
him,”claimedNeeraj,addingthat
Surajwas“threatened”bypolice
and that hewent straight to his
roomandhangedhimself.
Policedeniedtheallegations

and said they had only called
him in for questioning and let
himgosoon.
PrashantGautam,Additional

DCP (West), said, “Wewere in-
vestigatingaphonesnatchingin-
cidentandfoundthattheuserof
the phonewas in contact with
Suraj,whousedtoworkatacloth
market.Hewascalledtoidentify
theaccused.Basedontheinputs,
amannamedAbhishekwas ar-
rested and the snatched phone
was recovered. After identifica-
tion,Suraj left forhome.”
“Later in the evening, Suraj

recorded a video on his phone
where he alleged that he is de-
pressedandiscommittingsuicide
as he can’t bear the humiliation
his familywill face and no one
shall be held responsible for his
suicide.Hecommittedsuicide in
hisjhuggi.Furtherinvestigationis
onandweshall takeappropriate
legalactioninthematter,”hesaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY14

SALARIES OF resident doctors
from the central government-
run Lady Hardinge Medical
College (LHMC) and the two as-
sociatedhospitalswerededucted
fortheperiodwhentheywereon
strikeinDecember.Residentdoc-
tors from the medical college
wrote to UnionHealthMinister
MansukhMandaviya to ensure
that thepaymentsaremade.
Resident doctors frommed-

icalcollegehospitalsacrossIndia
withdrew from all emergency
androutineservicesinDecember,
protestingthedelaysinNEET-PG
2021 counselling that had re-
sulted in a one-third shortage of
youngdoctorsatthesehospitals.
Thestrikewascalledoffonas-

suranceoftheunionhealthmin-
isterthatcounsellingdateswould
beannouncedsoonandnopuni-
tiveactionwouldbetakenagainst
protesting doctors. Theminister
had assured that the doctors
wouldnotbemarkedabsentand
their salarieswould not be de-
ductedfortheperiodof strike.
“We the residents of LHMC

wouldliketodrawyourkindat-
tentiontoourconcernofdeduc-
tion of salary and leaves... The
strikewascalledoff after verbal
assurances given by our hon-
ourable union health minister
that no punitive action will be
taken, no salary deduction, and
noabsentwillbemarkedduring
this period of strike. This harsh
actionhas been takenby LHMC
administration.We...requestyou
tokindlylookintothematterur-
gently...,” read the letter.
LHMC’s director did not re-

spond to calls and messages
seekingcomment.

Officebearersfrom
2017-18havebeen
calledforquestioning
inconnectionwithtwo
incidentsfrom2018:
protestsagainst
compulsoryattendance
andwhenABVPand
JNUSUhadclashedpost
thescreeningofa
movieon‘lovejihad’

Whyexpand
opswhenyou
don’thave
funds,HC
asksDMRC
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
Court Monday asked
DMRCwhyitwasexpand-
ing itsoperationswhen it
doesnothavethemoney,
while seeking details re-
gardingitsbankaccounts,
fixed deposits, and also
the annual balance
sheet of 2021. The court
was hearing Reliance
Infrastructure-promoted
Delhi Airport Metro
Express Pvt Ltd’s petition
for execution of the 2017
arbitralaward,whichper-
tains to theDelhi Airport
Metro Express Line. “The
Judgement Debtor is di-
rected to file the balance
sheet of 2020-21 and the
details of fixed deposits
and bank accounts and
themoneylyingthereinas
on date within three
days from today,” said
JusticeSureshKumarKait
inanorder.

Jamiatoopen
campusin
phases
NewDelhi:Followingstu-
dent protests, Jamia
Millia Islamia has de-
cided to reopen its cam-
pus in a phasedmanner.
For the time being, the
university will shift to
offline classes only for
final-year students.
Classes for postgraduate
students will shift to of-
fline mode on March 2,
and for undergraduates
theshiftwill bemadeon
March15.ENS

BRIEFLY

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 15,357 14,881
ICU BEDS 4,479 4,271

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
12,833

NOIDA
Feb13 Feb14

Cases 81 93
Deaths 0 0
GURGAON
Cases 297 186
Deaths 1 1

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 490
OXYGENSUPPORT 118
VENTILATORSUPPORT 37

DELHI: TOTAL
CASES
18,51,906

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Feb13 804 1,197 12 53,719
Feb14 586 1,092 4 42,797
Total 3,416* 18,22,414 26,076 3,56,69,739
*Total active cases inDelhi

New Delhi



Nominations open
award.skoch.in#SkochParivar

Department of Water Resources

Mega Lift Irrigation Project

Department of Water Resources

Mukhya Mantri Adibandha Tiari Yojana
(MATY) Construction of Check Dam

7WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,TUESDAY,FEBRUARY15,2022

New Delhi



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIANEXPRESS,TUESDAY,FEBRUARY15,2022

8 DECISION 2022
U T T A R P R A D E S H ● U T T A R A K H A N D ● P U N J A B ● G O A ● M A N I P U R

P R O F I L E

I Hereby
Declare

TOTALASSETS:
`3.35 crore

MOVABLEASSETS:
Self: `55 lakh
Husband: `18 lakh
IMMOVABLEASSETS:
Self: `2.3 crore
Husband: `31 lakh
LOANSFROMBANKS:
`8.87 lakh
CRIMINALCASES:Nil
SOURCESOFEARNING:
Business

EDUCATION:Degree in
Philosophy

FIRSTPOLLSASLEADPARTNER INALLIANCE

In Punjab, BJP attempts amakeover
as it hopes to get a foot in the door
MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA
CHANDIGARH,FEBRUARY14

THEREAREmany viewswithin
theBJPabout itsprospects in the
Punjabelection.Theyrangefrom
a euphoric “our alliance will
sweeptheelections’’byleaderson
record to amoremeasured “we
willbeglad ifwemake it todou-
ble digits and form the opposi-
tion”by the same leaders off the
record to “wewon’t even touch
double digits” by a section un-
happywiththeimportancegiven
toturncoatsandDelhileaders.
Fighting for the first time as

the senior partner in an alliance
thatcomprisesthebreakawayfac-
tions of the Congress (Capt
Amarinder’s Punjab Lok
Congress) and Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD-Sanyukt), BJP’s cam-
paign, powered by the national
leadership and celebrities, is as
muchaboutreimaginingitself as
it’s about creating a ‘nawaan
(new)’ Punjab, a refrain in its
posters.Localpoliticiansstarttheir
addresswith“SatSriAkali Jai Shri
Ram”whilenationalleaderscon-

cludewith“JaiBharat,JaiPunjab”,
andworkersdance todholbeats
amid chants of “phulla” (literally
flower,butmeaninglotus).
Aweektogoforthepolls, the

party is pulling out all the stops.
PM Narendra Modi met Baba
Gurinder SinghDhillon, chief of
RadhaSoamiSatsangBeas,which
hasa large following inthestate,
on Sunday, while Union Home
MinisterAmitShahcalledonAkal
Takht Jathedar to discuss their
sharedconcernoverconversions.
Traditionallyapartyofurban

Hindus,BJPisnowgoingtopolls
with a predominance of Sikh
faces — national general secre-

taryTarunChughhadearlieran-
nounced that over 50 per cent
seatswould be given to Sikhs—
andpanthicconcernssuchasthe
releaseof ‘political’prisoners,in-
cluding the assassin of former
chief minister Beant Singh. Its
poll pitch also focuses on the
work ithasdonefor thepanth.
In 1997,when it first tied up

withtheAkaliDal,BJPhadwon18
ofthe22seatsitcontestedthough
it hadbeendemanding 34. This
numberwentupto19in2007be-
forefallingto3in2017.Nowit’sfo-
cusingonthe60-65seats,which
haveasizeableHindupresenceaf-
ter the fourthdelimitation com-

mission in 2002. Out of the 73
candidates fighting on the BJP
symbol,includingeightofPLC,BJP
hopestomakegainsin23seatsit
haswonatonepointortheother
inthelastfiveelections.
Theparty,whichhadbecome

apariahinPunjabpoliticsduring
thefarmagitationandcontinues
to suffer the residual anger, has
fielded 15 turncoats, which has
become a point of contention
among veterans. Formerminis-
ter and BJP leader Laxmi Kanta
Chawla says she’s never seen so
many “dal-badloos” in Punjab
parties. “It is strange that the
minute they join the party, they
arecalleda ‘varishtneta’.”
Inabidtodistanceitself from

the anger against the farm laws,
thepartyhasignoreditsvocalpro-
ponents such asHarjeetGrewal,
preferring turbaned faces from
outsideinstead.Thebigbillboards
toofocusonnational leaders.
However, the party cadre in

Punjab,whichhasoftenvotedfor
itsformerpollpartnerAkaliDal,is
morefluidinitsloyalty.InBatala,
the heart of Majha, where the
partyhas fieldedCongress turn-
coat Fateh Jung Bajwa, party

workersarehopingforawinafter
2007when BJP’s Jagdish Sahni
was elected for the third time.
Naresh Sharma, a shoe shop
owneratGandhiChowk,sayshe
is sure of the party’s win. “We
have lots of grassrootsworkers
butnobigleader,Fateh’sselection
haschangedthat.”
There are scores of seats

where themeremention of BJP
evokes sniggers. “They have
fieldedagoodcandidatebutfarm
protests have alienated voters,”
saysatraderatTalwandiSabo.
Meanwhile, even thoughthe

nominationsareover,thepartyis
seeingasteadystreamofnewen-
trants,rangingfromactorsMahie
Gill and Hobby Dhaliwal, who
hadtakenpart in the farmagita-
tion, towrestlerKhali.BJP leader
SukhminderpalGrewalclaimsit’s
because people understand the
importance of aligningwith the
CentreforPunjab’sgood.
Ashutosh Kumar, a political

scientist,however, says theBJP is
just prepping the ground for the
nextelections.“Thisisjustthebe-
ginning, they are in for the long
haul.” FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY14

WOMENHAVE outnumbered
meninexercisingtheirfranchise
in the last two Assembly elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh,with the
number of Assembly segments
withhigherfemalevoterturnout
as compared tomen also rising
sharply in the state. The overall
percentage of women voters in
UPhas also been on the rise, in-
creasing from60.28per cent (as
against 58.68%male voters) in
2012 to 63.61 per cent (against
59.15%menvoters) in2017.
An analysis of UP election

datashowsthatinthe2012polls,
theturnoutof femalevoterswas
higher thantheirmalecounter-
parts in 207 seats out of the to-
tal403Assemblyconstituencies.
In the 2017 polls, of the 392

Assembly segments for which
comparabledata is available, fe-
male voter turnoutwas higher
thanmales in 277 seats, which
encompass69ofthetotal75dis-
tricts covering virtually the en-
tirestate.Thedataisnotavailable
for11seatsincludingDhaurahra
(Kheri), Lucknow East, Isauli
(Sultanpur), Etawah,Aurai (Sant
Ravidas Nagar), Phulpur
(Allahabad), Pratappur, Handia,
Meja,KarchhanaandBara.
Outof the277seats,women

turnoutwashigherthanmenby
over 15 percentage points in 24
seats,10-15percentagepointsin
61seats,5-10percentagepoints
in60seatsandbelow5percent-
agepoints in132seats.
In 2017, the highest female

poll percentage as againstmale
turnout was recorded in the
Didarganj constituency of
Azamgarhdistrict,wherefemale

turnout was 64.95 per cent —
18.71 per cent higher than the
male turnout of 46.24 per cent.
On the other hand, the
Mohanlalganj constituency of
Lucknowdistrictsawthehighest
male poll percentage (68.70%)
against female turnout (61.16%),
showingagapof7.54percent.
The analysis of the2017poll

data reveals that the Assembly
segments with maximum fe-
male turnout as compared to
maleswerespreadacrosstheru-
ral hinterland of eastern Uttar
Pradesh, which is the state’s
mostbackwardregionthatwit-
nesses significantmalemigra-
tion tobigcities for livelihood.
TheseAssemblysegmentsin-

cludeDidarganj (female turnout
64.95%,male turnout 46.24%) in
Azamgarh;Bansi(female60.78%,
male42.37%)inSiddharthnagar;
Pathardeva(female70.01%,male
51.88%); Rudrapur (female
65.77%,male 47.71%) inDeoria;
andMenhdawal (female61.06%,
male43.09%)inSantKabirNagar.
Thesefiveseatshadalsorecorded
themaximumfemaleturnoutas
comparedtotheirmalecounter-
parts in2012electionstoo.
In sharpcontrast, among115

constituencies, which saw a
highermaleturnoutthanfemales
inthe2017elections,thehighest
differenceinvotepercentagewas
recorded inMohanlalganj (male
68.70%, female61.16%), followed
byMeerut (male 67.75%, female
60.82%), Varanasi South (male
66.45%, female 59.78%), Agra
South (male 64.64%, female
58.99%)andKanpur’sAryaNagar
(male 54.89%, female 49.57%).
Theseconstituencieswerelargely
spreadacrossurbanareas,which
may be surprising as polling
booths in urban areas are rela-
tively closer tohomes than rural
areas.
In 2012 elections, themaxi-

mumdifference betweenmale
and female poll percentagewas
recordedinVaranasiSouth(male
61.96%,female47.14%).Itwasfol-
lowed by Arya Nagar (Kanpur
Nagar), Dhaurahra (Kheri), Sri
Nagar (Kheri)andAgraRural.
The rising women turnout,

among other factors, explains
the political parties’ increasing
focus onwomen voters in their
manifestos in the run-up to the
currentUPAssemblyelections.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,FEBRUARY14

AMETHIHAS seen it all. Anerst-
whileroyaltywithapenchantfor
politics,andapalacethathasseen
itsshareof intrigueandsparring
'queens'. But there'smore this
election:SanjaySinh,70,theerst-
while 'Raja of Amethi', will con-
test theAssembly election from
AmethiastheBJPcandidate--the
first time in 33 years that he is
contestingthestatepolls.
The 2017 Assembly election

hadseenhistwowivesfacingoff
—his estranged firstwife as the
BJP candidate and secondwife
Ameeta Singh as the Congress
candidate. Garima won that
election while Ameeta, for
whom Sinh campaigned, came
fourth.
Afterhis2019LokSabhapoll

loss from Sultanpur (he lost to
Maneka Gandhi), Sinh and
Ameeta left theCongress to join

theBJP.Now,withSinh,Ameeta
andGarima in theBJP, theparty
has decided to put him up in-
stead of having to choose be-
tweenoneof the twowives.
Sinh, once considered close

to Congress leader Sanjay
Gandhi, has over the last three
decades served as Union
Minister and state minister in
successiveCongress-ledgovern-
ments.Besidesrepresentingthe
Congress in the Lok Sabha, he
hasalsobeensenttoRajyaSabha
by the party -- before he quit to
join theBJP in2019.
The decision came three

yearsafterGarimanotonlycame
back to claim her place in the
palace, butalso in thepoliticsof
the region. In 2016, claiming to
be Sinh’s “lawfully wedded
wife”, Garima and her children
enteredthepalaceanddeclared
that they would not allow
Ameeta in.
By contesting the election

himself, Sinhwill hope to take

the attention away from the
familysagawhilereclaimingthe
"family legacy" from the
Gandhis. Though considered a
Gandhi bastion, in the 2019 Lok
Sabha election, Rahul Gandhi
losttotheBJP'sSmriti Iranifrom
here.
Sinh claims it was his father

RananjaySinh,whowonthefirst

election after Independence
from here as an Independent
candidate, who "offered" the
seattotheGandhis,nottheother
wayround.TheseniorSinhlater
wonelectionsontheJanaSangh
(1969) and Congress tickets
(1974).
“It is we who brought the

Gandhishere, establishedthem

here. It ismyhomeland andwe
have a 1,400-year-old history
that'sassociatedwiththisplace.
Istartedmypoliticalcareerfrom
myhomeland in 1980 andpeo-
ple welcomed me with open
arms. Iwentontobecomemin-
ister in different departments
andensured jobs for thepeople
ofAmethi,”saidSinh,adding,“In
thelastphaseofmycareer,Ihave
againgotanopportunitytoserve
mypeople. Isn't thatenough?”
In1980,Sinhfollowedinhisfa-

ther's footstepsandcontestedhis
first election from the Amethi
Assembly seat as the Congress
(Indira) candidate -- andwon. In
1985, Sinhwonagain, getting a
record 98 per cent of the votes
polled.Butinthe1989electionthat
followed,whichhecontestedasa
JanataDalcandidate,helosttothe
Congress.
Sing later joinedtheBJP. Inthe

1998LokSabhaelection, hede-
feated Satish Sharma of the
Congress and but lost to Sonia

Gandhi in the1999general elec-
tions.HiswifeAmeeta,meanwhile,
wontheAmethiAssemblyseat in
2002onaBJPticket.
In2004,thecouplereturnedto

the Congress. Ameetawon the
2004Assemblyby-poll and later
the2007pollfromAmethi.In2012,
shelosttoGayatriPrasadPrajapati
of theSamajwadiPartybyaclose
margin.
Thiselection,theCongresshas

announced former BSP leader
Ashish Shukla as its candidate.
Shukla, 61, had in 2002 lost to
Ameeta,whenshewastheBJPcan-
didate.
TheSamajwadiPartyhasfielded

Prajapati's wife, Maharaji Devi.
Prajapati,whowonfromAmethiin
2012andwentontobecomeamin-
isterintheSPgovernment,wassen-
tencedtolifeimprisonmentina2017
rapecase.
BSP,meanwhile, has fielded

RaginiTiwari,hopingtowinovera
largechunkofBrahminvotesalong
withitscoreDalitvotes.

LALMANIVERMA
SAROJININAGAR, FEB14

OUTSIDE VANASTHALI Park in
Ashiana locality of Lucknow’s
Sarojini Nagar constituency,
ShivamKanaujia,anundergrad-
uatestudent,isbusyservingcus-
tomers at his roadside tea stall.
Withhisfather,aBJPworker,dy-
ing of Covid in April last year, it
is the22-year-oldwho runs the
family now, taking care of his
motherandsister.
Kanaujia says his father de-

votedhisentirelifetotheBJP,but
when he died no one from the
partycametooffercondolences.
Instead,herecalls,itwasthelocal
leaders of the Congress and the
Samajwadi Partywho attended
hisfather'slastrites.Yet,Kanaujia
says his votewill be unbiased. “I
willselectthecandidateonbasis
of their public image and the
party’svision,”hesays.
For Kanaujia’s cousin

Himanshu, however, it is “any

partybuttheBJP”.“Hamaribehan
jaisi dalit ladki ki bodykoHathras
meaadhiraatjabaradastijaladiya.
TanashahiravaiyyahaiBJPka(They
crematedourDalit sister’s body
forciblyinthemiddleofthenight
inHathras. This is dictatorial be-
haviour).”
AsHimanshu speaks, a cam-

paignvehicleof theSPcandidate
in Sarojini Nagar, Abhishek
Mishra,passesby,promptinghis
sister Sneha to interrupt.
“Hooliganismprevailedonroads
duringtheSPgovernments.Today
Ifeelsafeingoingtouniversityand

even walking on road after
evening. This is because of (CM)
Yogi ji,” the undergraduate stu-
dentof LucknowUniversitysays,
althoughsheisn’tawarewhothe
BJPcandidatethistimeis.
SarojiniNagargoestopollson

February23.Theseathas5.57lakh
voters,withMuslimsasthedom-
inant community, followed by
Dalits,Brahmins,Thakurs,Yadavs
andotherbackwardcastes.In2017,
theseatwaswonbytheBJP’sSwati
Singh.Thistime,however,shehas
been dropped tomakeway for
Rajeshwar Singh, the formerED

jointdirectorwhoenteredthepo-
liticalarenarecently.
With Singh contesting, local

BJPleadersarepinningtheirhopes
on“hispopularityasapoliceoffi-
cer”. But despite his image “as a
learnedpersonwhocansolvepeo-
ple’s problems swiftly”, Singh’s
colleagues admithis
fightisnoteasy.
“Thereisastrong

anti-incumbency
against her (MLA
Swati Singh) in rural
areas. Shenever visited rural ar-
eas.Wearedoingmoreextensive
campaign there tominimize the
damage,”saysAshokNirmal,BJP’s
boothpresidentofChandrawal.
The BJP has been projecting

RajeshwarSinghas“Singham”,al-
luding to themovie depicting a
fearlesspoliceofficer.
However, barely eight kilo-

metresawayinShravanNagar,a
semi-urban hamlet, BSP sup-
portersaccuse“EDsaheb”ofcor-
ruption.Astheyurgepeoplenot
to choose “an outsider” over

someone “whowould be avail-
able for help round-the-clock”,
BSP candidate Mohd Jaleesh
Khan calls Sarojini Nagar his
“janmboomi and karmbhoomi”.
“Thosewho are not awarewith
locallanes,howtheywillunder-
standproblemsofpeoplehere,”

Khansays.
At Khan's gather-

ing,however,itisonly
the BJP that is in the
crosshairs. That, he
tells The Indian

Express, is “becausethecontest is
betweenBSPandtheBJPonly.”
InBijnaur,however,manydo

not agree with Haleem. Mohd
Irshad, who deals in electronic
appliances, says Muslims are
unitedbehindSPchiefAkhilesh
Yadavand Jaleeshwill only “cut
Muslimvotes” tohelp theBJP.
An SP leader says: “While

CongresscandidateRudraDaman
Singh ispopular in rural areas, in
urbanareas the fight is between
SPandBJP.” FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,FEBRUARY14

ON A Sunday afternoon,
Congress’s Sadaf Jafar, 46, and
severalofherpartyworkershave
gatheredatasluminRiverBank
Colony.Welcomedtoslogansof
“Sadaf Jafar zindabad” and
“Congress party zindabad”, she
seemsupbeat.
Thesceneisstrikinglydiffer-

ent from that cold, gloomy
evening in December, 2019
when she was arrested during
an anti-CAAprotest in the capi-
tal’s Hazratganj area. Her arrest
hadcomewhileshewasdoinga
Facebook liveafterviolencehad
brokenoutatParivartanChowk.
Now theCongress candidate

from Lucknow Central con-
stituency,Jafarsayshercampaign
revolves aroundbasic issues like
education,healthcareandcivicis-
sues. “I amgoing to houses and
tellingpeopleabouttheBJP’sfail-
ures in the last five years.
Unemployment is at an all-time
high, andwe all sawwhat hap-
penedduringthepandemic–first
and secondwaves,” she tells The
IndianExpress.
The Lucknow Central con-

stituency,whichcoverssomeim-
portant neighbourhoods and
markets like Aminabad and
Hazratganj, has a largeMuslim
population,witharoundonelakh
voters from the community
(75,000Sunnisand25,000Shias).
The constituency alsohas a size-
able Kayastha votebase, with
around 70,000 voters. The re-
maining are Baniya, Brahmins,
otherforwardcastesandDalits.
While the SP has fielded

RavidasMehrotra, a Khatri,who
wonfromherein2012butlostin
2017,theBJPhaschangedtheseat
of sitting MLA and minister
BrijeshPathak,whohasbeensent
to Lucknow Cantonment, and
fieldedtradeleader-cum-munic-
ipalcorporator,RajnishGupta.
Inwhatmanyexpect to be a

two-sided contest between the
SP and the BJP, Jafar is seen a
“new face” and an underdog
with a stiff challenge ahead of
her,astheCongressstill finds its
feet UP after being reduced to

just seven seats in 2017 andbe-
ing out of power in the state for
threedecades.
While SP’sMehrotra enjoys

the tag of an “accessible leader
whoworks for everyone”, BJP’s
Guptahasbeenfieldedkeepingin
mind the trader community,
whichhastraditionallysupported
theBJP. In2017,theBJPhadman-
aged towin theseatwithBrijesh
Pathakgetting78,400votes,while
SP’sMehrotra had lost by a nar-
rowmarginof5,094votes.
AseniorSP leadersays that in

2017,when theCongress andSP
had come together, the seat had
still seen a candidate fromboth
partiesandhadsplitMuslimvotes,
resultinginPathak’swin.LocalSP
leaders are levelling the sameal-
legationagainstJafarthistime.
Jafar,however,saystheallega-

tion doesn’t bother her. “Where
was the local SPcandidatewhen
theprotestsagainstCAAandNRC
happened?Where was the SP
chief when churches were at-
tackedandourDalit sisterswere
raped or when farmers were
killedinLakhimpurKheri?Itwas
theCongresswhofoughtagainst
thegovernmentontheseissuesof
minorities of India andUP,” says
Jafar,duringhercampaigntrail.
Ashopkeeper,sellingpaintin

Hussainganj, Amit Gupta (32),
says the traderswill vote for the
BJP because “the country needs
leaders likeModiji andYogiji”.
In the Muslim pocket of

Maulviganj,localssaytheirvoteis
fortheSP.MohammadIqbal(49),
whosellschicken,says,“Iwillvote
for the SPbecause I feel govern-
ments should change every five
years.” FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Thiselection,BJPhas fieldedanumberof Sikhcandidates,manywhojoinedfromotherparties

SEAT
WATCH

33 yrs after he lost poll battle, ‘Raja of Amethi’ enters ring again

PMModi in JalandharonMonday.GurmeetSingh

SanjaySinhcampaigns inAmethi,Monday.

Men Women
2012 58.68% 60.28%

7,02,56,859 5,72,32,002
4,12,25,412 3,45,00,316

2017 59.15% 63.31%
7,70,42,485 6,46,13,751

4,55,70,326 4,09,05,867

MALEVOTERSVS FEMALE
■Registeredvoters ■Thosewhovoted ■Polling%

In UP, seats with higher
women turnout rose
sharply in last two polls

Congress’sSadaf Jafar

PALLAVIPATEL
SP, Sirathu (Kaushambi))

2017
WINNER:
BJP'sSwatiSingh
37.56%votes
RUNNER-UP:
SP'sAnuragYadav
25.73%votes

2012
WINNER:
SP'sShardaPratapShukla
28.88%votes
RUNNER-UP:
BSP'sShankariSingh
25.7%votes

SAROJINI NAGAR

In two-cornered
contest, a ‘new face’
with an uphill battle

BJP’s ‘Singham’ battling anger against party
MLA; others pin hope on minority votes

UTTARPRADESH
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CRASH COURSE
LOKSABHArecentlywitnessedspatsbetweenministersand
MPsfromTamilNaduoverthelanguagetobeusedtoanswer
questions in Parliament. Someministersmayhave irked the
MPsfromthesouthernstateswiththeir insistenceonspeak-
ing inHindi only, but Unionminister Ashwini Vaishnawap-
pearstobedifferent.BeforetheBudgetsessiongotadjourned
for the recess, Vaishnawtookhelp froma fellowRajyaSabha
MPtolearnabitofTamil.HegotDMKMPTiruchiSivatowrite
down a few lineswith theirmeanings so that he can learn a
bit before the Budget session resumes. These include Vanke
(comein),Thalaivar(leader),Ukkarunga(pleasebeseated)and
Sapdunga(haveyourfood).Vaishnawhasgotthepaperontop
ofhisfilesonhisofficetable,andmakesitapointtolearnthem.
Heappearskeenonwinningsomehearts in thesouth.

POETIC THREAD
INDIANAMBASSADORtoMadagascarandComorosIslands,
AbhayKumar,whohasbeenadvocating forgreaterengage-
mentwith thewestern Indian Ocean region, is a published
poet. He is nowgoing to comeupwith a bookof a poem, ti-
tled “Monsoon”. Kumar said it is a poemof 150 stanzas that
follows the path of monsoon fromMadagascar to Srinagar,
weaving Indian Ocean islands and the Indian subcontinent
into one poetic thread. It is expected to be published this
month-endbySahityaAkademi.

TOTAL RECALL
CHARGESOFfalsificationof recordsagainstamedical college
whosequotaofMBBSseatswasincreasedandthenwithdrawn
followinga surprise inspectionhadSupremeCourt recall the
BollywoodhitMunnabhaiMBBS onMonday. “This is a case
whereinapaediatricward,allchildrenwereadmittedwithout
anyproblems!HaveyouseenMunnabhaiMBBS,MrCounsel?
Howdid thehospital have fakepatients?...” asked JusticeDY
Chandrachud,headinga two-judgebench, ashesetaside the
BombayHighCourtorderwhichgavethecollegeoptiontoei-
theragreetoare-inspectionortoapproachappellateauthor-
ities. The collegehad chosen the first optionwhichwas chal-
lengedbytheNationalMedicalCommissioninthetopcourt.
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ASSEMBLYELECTIONS

InUttarakhand,alsovotinginasinglephase,turnoutjustover65percent

Nearly 8 of 10Goans turn out to vote
MAYURAJANWALKAR
PANAJI,FEBRUARY14

ASPOLLINGconcludedinGoa’s40
Assembly constituencies on
Monday, the tentative turnout
stood at 78.94 percent, higher
than other states that voted on
Mondaybutatadlowerthanthe
state’s2017countof81.21percent.
Chief ElectionOfficer (CEO)

Kunal said figures released on
Mondayweretentative,aspostal
ballots hadnot been factored in.
Thenumberisexpectedtoexceed
80percentaftertheyarecounted,
he said.Uttarakhand,which saw
single-phasevotingforits70con-
stituencies,recorded65.1per cent
votingwhenreportslastcamein.
According to a statement is-

suedbyUttarakhandCEO, outof
11,697pollingparties, 9,385will
return to their collection centres
onMondayitself,andtheremain-
ing2,312pollingpartiesinremote
areaswillreturnbyTuesday.
CEOSowjanya said nounto-

wardincidentwasreportedfrom
Uttarakhand.On faulty EVMsat
certain polling stations, she said
theywereimmediatelyreplaced.
Kunal said North Goa’s

Sanquelim, representedbyChief
MinisterPramodSawant,sawthe
highestvoterturnoutof89.64per
cent, andBenauliminSouthGoa
the lowest—70.20per cent. The
turnout was 79.56 per cent in
NorthGoa and 78.22% in South
Goa. InGoa, the ruling BJP, con-
testing all 40 seats for the first
time, is up againstmainopposi-
tionCongress-GoaForwardParty
alliance,aswellasAAP,TMC-MGP
alliance, the indigenous
RevolutionaryGoans,andseveral
high-profile Independent candi-
dates.
Among the earliest voters on

MondaymorningwasGovernor
PSSreedharanPillaiandhiswife
Rita Sreedharan,who cast their
vote in Taleigao. Pillai,who took
charge asGovernor in July 2021,
said, “InGoa, all political parties
areworkingeffectively.Thatisthe

traditionofthisstate.Thereareno
untoward incidents and even if
thereare,theyareminor.”
Among reasons that brought

voters topollingboothswere in-
clusion,education,environment,
andunemployment.Nine trans-
gender voters voted for the first
timeinGoa.HeenaSahibole,45,a
transgendervoter,saidshefinally
felt“seen”:“IhavelivedinGoafor

18yearsbut this is the first timeI
havecastmyvote.IfeellikeIhave
just turned18. Today,my trans-
gender friends and I have just
takenthefirststeptowardsinclu-
sion…”Sahibole,whobegs for a
living,votedinMargao.Shehopes
the governmentwill help edu-
cated transgenders findemploy-
mentandhousing.
Allwyn Mascarenhas, who

came to a polling station in
Taleigao with his wheelchair-
boundfather,worksinDubaibut
returnstoGoaeveryelection.“We
live abroadbecause our talent is
better recognised there butmy
heart ishere... IwantGoanyouth
tohave good jobopportunities,”
hesaid.

INPUTSFROMAVANEESH
MISHRAINDEHRADUN

Channi says his
chopper denied
permission to fly
twice due to PM
Modi’s visit

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,FEBRUARY14

AS POLLINGwas underway for
the second phase of the UP
AssemblypollsonMonday,Prime
MinisterNarendraModihitoutat
the Opposition over a TMC
leader’spurportedremarkon“not
allowing consolidationof Hindu
votes”inGoa,whichalsovotedon
Monday.
Addressing apollmeeting in

AkbarpurinKanpurDehatdistrict,
the PMsaid: “ATMC leader said
herpartyhasforgedanallianceso
thattheHinduvotesinGoacould
bedivided. You see this audacity
(‘himmat’). Is this democracy? Is
this secularism?Aap khule aam,
hinduvote kobaatna chahte hain,
toh aap kiske vote ikkhata karna
chahtehon? (Youareopenlysay-
ingyouwanttodividetheHindu
votes. Thenwhosevotes are you
tryingtogather?”.
Hewasapparentlyreferringto

TMCMPMahuaMoitra’salleged
remarks that her party has pre-
ventedtheconsolidationofHindu
votesbytyingupwiththeMGPin
Goa.
The TMC has backed

Samajwadi Party (SP) in Uttar
Pradesh and its chief Mamata
Banerjee recently visited
Lucknowtoshowher support to
SPchiefAkhileshYadav.Mamata
issettovisitVaranasi,thePM’sLok
Sabhaconstituency, tocampaign
fortheSP.
Inhisspeech,thePMasserted

thattheBJPwascomingtopower
again inUPwith “peopleuniting
above caste” and especially
Muslimwomen,whoheclaimed,
weresilentlysupportinghisparty.
Referring to the abolition of

tripletalaqnearlythreeyearsago,
Modi said: “MyMuslims sisters,
withoutmakingmuchnoise are
silently coming out to give their
blessings to Modi… When a
Muslimgirl cameback fromher
maika (native home) empty-
handed, shewas instantly given
triple talaq... ... Today, we have
giventoeveryMuslimsisteralaw
to protect themselves against
tripletalaq.”

TMC wants to
divide Hindu
votes... is this
secularism:
PM at UP rally

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
FEBRUARY14

SETTING ASIDE a single-judge
bench’s stay order, a division
bench of the Kerala High Court
on Monday allowed the state
governmenttoconductasurvey
fortheproposedsemi-speedrail
corridor.
TheRs63,491-croreambitious

projectoftheCPI(M)-ledgovern-
ment has been facingmassive
protests over the survey and
markingofthecorridorboundary.
Lastweek, the Railways told

thecourtthatitis“advisable”that
proceedingsoflandacquisitionfor

the proposed corridor be
“stoppedatthisstage”–andthat
feasibilityofitscurrentalignment
“has not been agreed” to by the
MinistryofRailways.Theproject

isajointventureof thestategov-
ernmentandtheRailways.
The bench of Chief Justice S

Manikumar and Justice Shaji P
Chaly acted upon an appeal

movedbytheKeralagovernment
challenging the interim stay on
the survey. The division bench
said, “The government is vested
withadequatepowerstoconduct
thesurvey,andmarktheproper-
tiesappropriately,forconducting
the Social Impact Assessment
(SIA)studyafterissuingappropri-
atenotificationsundertheprovi-
sions of Kerala Survey and
BoundariesAct,1961.”
The single-judge bench of

JusticeDevanRamachandranhad
stayed the survey based on a
bunchofpetitions.
The division bench accepted

thecontentionofthestategovern-
ment that the survey is for the
purpose of demarcating the

boundary of the project align-
ment for SIA study, and landac-
quisitioncomesonlylater.
“It isalsosubmittedthatcon-

cretepoleswithmarking ‘K-Rail’
are plantedonlywith theobjec-
tive of identifying the lands for
evaluatingsocialimpactofacqui-
sition and the state government
has no intention to acquire the
landsbyplantingthestonessince
theattemptof thegovernmentis
only to carry out Social Impact
Assessment study toprotect the
interest of the land owners, en-
ablingthemtotakestepstoobject
theSIA studybyhavingaproper
andclearpictureof the extent of
acquisitionmadeintheirproper-
ties,”saidthecourt.
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Reliefforstategovt

THEHIGHCourt’sgo-aheadtothesurveyfortheproposedK-
Railproject,SilverLine, isabigrelief fortheCPI(M)-ledgov-
ernmentinKerala.OppositionCongressandBJPhave
mountedprotestsagainstthesurvey.Railwayshasalsotaken
astandagainsttheprojectinthecourt.Thecourthasnowat-
testedthestate’sstandthatthesurveyismeantonlyfor
Social ImpactAssessmentandnotforlandacquisition.

Amid TN-Centre tension,
Shah’s call to Kanimozhi
on her birthday rings loud

Rajnath: Ready for talks with insurgents in Manipur

Kerala rail project: HC sets aside stay order, allows survey

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY14

THESUPREMECourtonMonday
issuednoticeonanappealbythe
Gujaratgovernmentchallenging
the High Court order which
stayed the operation of Section
5 of the Gujarat Freedom of
Religion Act, 2003. The section
mandatedapersonwho is con-
verting another from one reli-
gion to another to seek the per-
mission of the District
Magistrateandalsorequiredthe
person, so converted, to inform
theMagistrateabout thesame.
A bench of Justices S Abdul

Nazeer and KrishnaMurari is-
sued a notice on the plea of the
stategovernment.
In August last year, the

Gujarat High Court stayed the
operation of several sections of
the Freedom of Religion
(Amendment)Act,2021,includ-
ingtheprovisionthattermedin-
terfaithmarriages asmeans for
forceful conversion.
Thestategovernmentappeal

said the Supreme court had in
the past ruled that there is no
fundamentalrightofanyperson
to convert another person to
one’s own religion “because if a
person purposely undertakes
the conversion of another per-
son to his religion, as distin-
guishedfromhiseffort to trans-
mit or spread the tenets of his
religion, thatwould impingeon
the ‘freedom of conscience’
guaranteed to all the citizens of
thecountryalike”.
“Thus the provision related

to seeking prior permission for
convertinganotherpersonfrom
onereligiontoother,ascontem-
platedunder section5(1) of the
Act...cannot be said tobe affect-
ing any of the fundamental
rights in anymanner...” theplea
said. The state government also
saidthehighcourt,thus,“erred”
in not appreciating the law laid
down by the apex court while
upholdingcertainpreconditions
for conversion as laid down in
the Orissa Freedom of Religion
Rules, 1989.

JIMMYLEIVON
IMPHAL, FEBRUARY14

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh said onMonday that the
central government is ready to
holdtalkswithinsurgencygroups
inManipurtobringlastingpeace
totheregion.
HesaidManipurisnowatthe

forefrontofdevelopmentasinsur-
gency,whichwasoncethebiggest
menace in thestate, is coming to

anendgradually.
“Icanboldlysaythatviolence

inManipur is at the lowestpoint
todayduring the last five years. I
assureyouthat theBJPwill com-
pletelyputanendtothisviolence
to bring lasting peace in the re-
gion,” Singh saidwhile address-
ing a rally at Langthabal con-
stituencyinImphalWestdistrict.
The statewill vote in the coming
Assemblyelectionintwophases:
February28andMarch5.
Singh appealed the insur-

gency groups to shun violence
andcometothenegotiatingtable.
“Weare ready for dialoguewith
theinsurgencygroupsbecauseall
the problemsvexing this region
shouldberesolved--beitunem-
ployment,poverty,etc,”hesaid.
Insurgent attacks have be-

come infrequent over the years
but in November 2021, a
Commanding Officer of the
AssamRifleswaskilledalongwith
hiswifeandsoninanambush in
Churachandpur district of

Manipur. Fourmembers of the
Quick Reaction Teamwere also
killed in the attack. The People’s
LiberationArmy–oneof theold-
est andmostpowerful insurgent
groups in the state -- and the
ManipurNagaPeople’sFronthad
jointly claimed responsibility for
theambush.
OnMonday,Singhsaid itwas

the BJP’s aim to “develop the
Northeast, particularlyManipur,
asthetouristhubofIndiaandthe
entireworld”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,FEBRUARY14

THERULINGTrinamoolCongress
onMondayregisteredalandslide
victory in the February 12 civic
polls inWestBengal,winningall
fourmunicipalcorporations.The
BJP,which emerged as themain
oppositionpartyintheAssembly
pollslastyear,hasbeenpushedto
thethirdpositionintermsofvote
sharewhile the Left Front ended
upasadistantsecond.
In all four civic bodies -

Asansol, Bidhannagar,
ChandannagarandSiliguri-com-
bined, the TMC received 61 per
centvote sharewhile theBJPgot
14.5per centvote share. TheLeft

Front,which failed towinevena
single seat in theAssemblypolls
last year, fared better by getting
16.75 per cent vote share. The

Congressmanagedtogetonly3.5
per cent of the vote share. Chief
MinisterMamata Banerjee con-
gratulatedthepeopleoverthere-
sults.“Thisisavictoryofmaa,mati
andmanush. Iwant to congratu-
late thepeople for givingus this
mandate,”saidBanerjee.
West Bengal BJP president

Sukanta Majumdar said, “The
electionwasnothingbut a farce.
Thepeople’struemandatehasnot
been reflected in the civic polls.
Everyone saw how voteswere
looted,” saidMajumdar. Senior
CPM leader Sujan Chakraborty
also alleged that it was a “vote
loot”andBengal Congress presi-
dentAdhirChowdhurysaid“peo-
ple couldnot exercise their fran-
chiseproperly”.

TMCsupporterscelebrate
inBidhannagar.ParthaPaul

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY14

UTTAR PRADESH on Monday
recordeda63.3percentturnout
in the second phase of the
Assemblyelections inwhich55
seatsacrossninedistricts of the
state -- Saharanpur, Rampur,
Shahjahanpur, Badaun,
Moradabad, Sambhal, Amroha,
Bareilly,andBijnor--wenttothe
polls.
Thiswas twoper cent lower

than the 2017 elections. In the
2019LokSabhaelections,63.13of
the electorate had voted. This
time,Amroharecordedthehigh-
est turnout at 71.63per cent, fol-
lowedbySaharanpurat71.15per
cent. The six constituencies in
Shahjahanpur overall recorded
the lowest turnout in the second
phaseat55.85percent.Whileall
districts polled lower compared
to the previous elections,
Shahajahanpur recorded the
maximumdeclineoffiveper cent.
TheSamajwadiParty(SP)al-

legedthatthechoiceofoneof its
voters inSaharanpurwas incor-
rectly registered for the BJP.
AdditionalChiefElectionOfficer
BrahmaDev Ram Tiwari, how-
ever, said the allegation was
false.HesaidtheECtooknoteof
another complaint that mem-
bers of the Yadav community
were not allowed to cast their
votes. The polling body also
found no truth in BJP leader JPS
Rathore’s allegationof fake vot-
ing by burqa-clad women, the
officialsaid,addingthatareport
from thedistrictmagistrate has
beensought.
Theheavyweights on the SP

list included former minister
AzamKhan,whowasupagainst
theCongress’sKazimAliKhanand
theBJP’sAkashSaxenainRampur.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,FEBRUARY14

CHIEF MINISTER Mamata
Banerjee,whoonceagainsought
thecooperationof regionalpar-
tiesforananti-BJPallianceinthe
country, said on Monday the
Congress “cango itsownway”.
Banerjeemade the remarks

whilespeakingaboutherparty’s
victoryintheBengalcivicpollsa
day after she reached out to
Tamil Nadu Chief MinisterMK
Stalin and Telangana Chief
Minister Chandrasekhar Rao to
conveneameetingofchiefmin-
istersofOpposition-ruledstates.
“Thecountry’s federal struc-

ture and Constitution is being
bulldozed. We all (opposition
parties) need to come together

to protect these... All regional
partiesmust come toanunder-
standing. We had appealed to
theLeft[Front]andtheCongress
to come together as well but
they have not responded. The
Congress can go itsway andwe
willgoours,”saidBanerjeerefer-
ring to her phone conversation
with her counterparts in Tamil
NaduandTelangana.
Banerjee has intensified her

efforts to formacoalitionof op-
position parties after the TMC’s
efforts to cobble together an al-
liance inGoadidnotworkout.
Stalin, in a tweet on Sunday,

said that Banerjee has also sug-
gested ameeting of Opposition
chiefministers. TheTamilNadu
Chief Minister informed that a
meeting of Chief Ministers of
Opposition-ruled states would

soontakeplace inNewDelhi.
“Beloved Didi Mamata

Banerjeetelephonedmetoshare
her concernandanguishon the
constitutionaloversteppingand
brazenmisuse of power by the
Governors of non-BJP ruled
states.Shesuggestedforameet-
ing of Opposition CMs,” Stalin
wroteinatweet.Afteracallfrom
Banerjee, Rao said he would
soonmeet Maharashtra Chief
MinisterUddhavThackerayand
the TMC chief as part of efforts
tounitepartiesagainst theBJP.
Speaking on the Uttar

Pradesh Assembly election,
Banerjee also said her party did
not contest there in the “larger
interest”. “We never wanted
Akhilesh Yadav (Samajwadi
Party chief) to get weak in any
seat,” shesaid.

DAYAFTERREACHINGOUTTOKCR,STALIN

Cong can go its own way: Mamata

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY14

AMIDSTGROWING tension be-
tweentheBJP-ledCentreandthe
DMKgovernmentinTamilNadu,
a phone call fromUnionHome
MinisterAmitShahtoKanimozhi
morethanamonthagohasnow
become a topic of fierce discus-
sion within the party, sources
said.
Shah called DMK MP M

Kanimozhi to wish her on her
54th birthday on January 5 at a
timewhenherpartyleaderswere
kept waiting by the Home
Minister for an appointment to
discusstheBillthatseeksexemp-
tion for the state from the
NationalEligibilitycumEntrance
Test (NEET). Kanimozhi, the Lok
SabhaMP from Thoothukkudi,
confirmed to The Indian Express
thatShahhadcalledher.
SourcessaidTamilNaduChief

MinisterMKStalin,Kanimozhi’s
half-brother,hadnottakenkindly
to the call. Senior DMK leaders
feel thatmore than “just a cour-
tesycall”, it“hadpoliticalconno-
tations”, particularly as it coin-
cidedwith Shah dilly-dallying

overmeetingtheDMKdelegation
overtheNEETBill.Adayafterthe
call, on January 6, Stalin told the
state Assembly: “Refusing to
meet people’s representatives is
anti-democratic.”DMKMPARaja
told The Indian Express: “The
meeting finally happened on
January17.”
Apart from a bid to under-

mine Stalin, the DMK is seeing
Shah’scallasanattempttodrive
awedge in theDMK first family.
BeforeMKarunanidhi’s death,
Kanimozhiwas among the con-
tenders for theDMKpatriarch’s
politicallegacy.Whilethesucces-
sion battle is now settled in
Stalin’s favour, the projection of
his sonUdhayanidhi as the next
generation leader is said to have
reopenedoldwounds.

KANCHANVASDEV
CHANDIGARH,FEBRUARY14

ASPMNarendraModiaddressed
his first physical rally in poll-
boundPunjab after repealing of
the farm laws, Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi alleged
thathischopperwasdeniedper-
mission to take off twice during
the day due to restrictions im-
posedduringthePM’svisit.
ChannihadtoskipAICCleader

RahulGandhi’srallyinHoshiarpur
as he could not take off. The
Punjab CM was to fly to
HoshiarpurbyAICCchopperfrom
Rajindra parkhelipad in front of
his official residence. Sources in
the state government said they
checkedwith airport authorities
and found that theyhadnot de-
clareda“no-flyzone”.TheCMsaid
hehad towait for fourhoursbe-
fore hewas givenpermission to
fly. He then left for Sujanpur for
another rally. “I am theCM. I am
not a terrorist that I am not al-
lowedtofly.Whatkindofpolitics
isthis?....WhyamIbeingstopped
inmyownstate?”Channisaid.

AmitShahandMKanimozhi

TMC sweeps civic polls, Left a
distant second followed by BJP

Agroupof transgenderpeoplewhovotedfor the first time, inGoa; (right) freedomfighter
ChindriyaLalarrivesatapollingbooth inUttarkashidistrictofUttarakhand. Express/PTI

Queuesoutsideapollingbooth inUP’sMoradabadonMonday. PTI

UP records 63%
turnout in phase
two, Amroha
tops with 72%

Anti-conversion
law: SC issues
notice on Gujarat
govt’s challenge
to HC ruling

New Delhi
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THE HARYANA STATE COOPERATIVE SUPPLY
AND MARKETING FEDERATION LIMITED

CORPORATE OFFICE, SECTOR 5, PANCHKULA HARYANA (INDIA)
TEL: 2590520-24, FAX: 2590711 e-mail: hafed@hry.nic.in

Web-site: www.hafed.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

For empanelment of experienced wheat processor
with Hafed for procurement of wheat in bulk from
Madhya Pradesh State Civil Supplies Corporation

Limited (MPSCSC)

The Haryana State Cooperative Supply and Marketing
Federation Limited (HAFED) invites Expression Of Interest
for empanelment of experienced wheat processor with
Hafed for procurement of wheat in bulk (minimum 2 Lakh
MT) from Madhya Pradesh State Civil Supplies Corporation
Limited (MPSCSC).

The EOI document containing eligibility criteria and other
terms & conditions is available at Hafed website
www.hafed.gov.in. The last date of submission of application
is upto 01.00 PM on 18.02.2022.

Hafed reserve the right to reject any / all applications with-
out assigning any reason.

MANAGING DIRECTOR7571/HRY

³fe»ff¸fe Àfc¨f³ff
Àf½fÊ Àff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W` dI »f§fb Àfd¨f½ff»f¹f ¸fZÔ dÀ±f°f C´ff¹fb¢°f

I f¹ffÊ»f¹f Àf`.-12 R SeQf¶ffQ ¸fZÔ ÀfSI Se d½f·ff¦fûÔ IZ Ia O¸f ½ffW³fûÔ/Àff¸ff³f I e
³fe»ff¸fe dQ³ffaI 03.03.2022 I û ´fif°f: 11.00 ¶fªfZ I e ªff³fe W`Ü ³fe»ff¸fe I e
I f¹fÊ½ffWe C´ff¹fb¢°f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f IZ I ¸fSf ³fa. 603, LNe ¸fadªf»f ¸fZÔ I e ªffE¦feÜ ½ffW³fûÔ
I f ¶¹füSf ³fe»ff¸fe dQ½fÀf ÀfZ EI dQ³f ´fc½fÊ »f§fb Àfd¨f½ff»f¹f Àf`.-12, R SeQf¶ffQ I e
QcÀfSe ¸fadªf»f IZ ¶ffWS ³fûdMÀf ¶fûOÊ ´fS QZJ ÀfI °fZ W`ÔÜ
B¨LbI ½¹fd¢°f Àf¸f¹f ´fS ´fWba¨f I S ¶fû»fe QZ ÀfI °ff W`Ü ´fi°¹fZI ¶fû»fe QZ³fZ ½ff»fZ

½¹fd¢°f I û ´fif°f: ³fe»ff¸fe ÀfZ ´fc½fÊ ¶f°füS ªf¸ff³f°f ¸fb. 10,000/- ÷ . (QÀf WªffS ÷ .)
ªf¸ff I Sf³fZ WûÔ¦fZ Aad°f¸f ¶fû»fe I e SfdVf I f 1/4 ·ff¦f ¶fû»fe IZ °fbSa°f ¶ffQ ¸füIZ ´fS
We ªf¸ff I S½ff³ff Wû¦ffÜ VfZ¿f SfdVf 72 §faMZ IZ AaQS-AaQS ªf¸ff I S½ff³fe Wû¦feÜ EZÀff
³ff I S³fZ ´fS ´fid°fdQ³f 5 ´fid°fVf°f IZ dWÀff¶f ÀfZ Ad°fdS¢°f ªfb¸ffÊ³ff QZ³ff Wû¦ffÜ Ad²fI
¶fû»fe QZ³fZ ½ff»fZ ¶fû»feQf°ff õfSf ½ffW³fûÔ/Àff¸ff³f ³ff CNfE ªff³fZ ´fS CÀfI e ªf¸ff³f°f
SfdVf ªf¶°f I S »fe ªffE¦fe °f±ff BÀfIZ Ad°fdS¢°f ¹fW ·fe A½f¦f°f I Sf¹ff ªff°ff W` dI
¶fû»feQf°ff I f ªfe.EÀf.Me. ³fa. Wû³ff Ad³f½ff¹fÊ W`Ü

WXÀ°ff./-
IÈY°fZ CX´ff¹fb¢°f RYSXeQf¶ffQÜ
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Àf·fe I û Àff½fÊªfd³fI ø ´f ÀfZ Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W` dI Àfû³fe´f°f ´fbd»fÀf õfSf
765 ½ffW³fûÔ I û ´fbd»fÀf »ffBÊ³f Àfû³fe´f°f IZ ´fif¦fa³f ¸fZÔ dQ³ffaI 04.03.2022 I û
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¶»f`Sû- 2, BÊ-dS¢Vff- 2, MfMf-207-1, MÑI -1, ¨f`dÀfÀf 709- 1, MÑ`¢MS-
1, MfMf EZÀf-1 Jb»fe ¶fû»fe õfSf ³fe»ff¸f dI ¹ff ªffE¦ffÜ ¶fû»feQf°ff I û
dÀf¢¹fûdSMe IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔ 10 ´fid°fVf°f ²f³f SfdVf ¸füIZ ´fS We ¶fû»fe »f¦ff³fZ ÀfZ ´fW»fZ
ªf¸ff I S½ff³fe Wû¦feÜ C´fSû¢°f ½ffW³fûÔ IZ ¶ffSm ¸fZÔ dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS I e ªff³fI fSe
»fZ³fZ IZ d»fE E¸f.E¸f. ´fbd»fÀf »ffBÊ³f Àfû³fe´f°f IZ ¸fû. ³fa. 94664-36360 ÀfZ
Àfa´fIÊ I S ÀfI °fZ W`ÔÜ
¶ffI e Vf°fZË ¸füIZ ´fS Àfb³ffBÊ ªffE¦feÜ
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KASGANJ ‘CUSTODYDEATH’

AMILBHATNAGAR
KASGANJ, FEBRUARY14

INHISthree-roomhouse,Chand
Miapointstoacotwithaplastic
spread.His22-year-oldsonAltaf
would lie downon itwhenever
hewashome,andplaygameson
hisphone.Children intheneigh-
bourhood loved spending time
withAltafandwouldoftencrowd
theroom,takingturnstoplaythe
games.
“Hebarelysteppedoutofthe

house once he was done with
work. He loved spending time
withthechildrenandtheywould
visithimeveryday.Tothinksthat
a person like himwould kidnap
someoneandthenkillhimselfby
hanging fromatap, I still cannot
believe it,” saysChandMia.
On November 9 last year,

MohammadAltaf, a daily-wage
worker,was founddead inapo-
lice station in Kasganj district.
The police claimed he hanged
himself using the drawstring of
thehoodofhis jacketafter tying
ittoatoilet'swatertap,threefeet

aboveground.
Altafhadbeenbrought infor

questioning in connectionwith
the disappearance of awoman
duringwhichhediedbysuicide,
thepolicesaid.
Three days ago, Allahabad

HighCourtdirectedthepoliceto
exhumeAltaf'sbodyandsend it
toAIIMS,NewDelhi,forasecond
post-mortem. The direction
came on a petition moved by
Altaf'sfamily,whichwasnotsat-
isfiedwiththefindingsofthefirst
post-mortem.
Listing thematter after four

weeks,thecourtsaiditwaspass-
ing the order “because it is the
caseofthepetitionerbasedupon
photographsbroughton record,
wherein the deceased, Altaf, is
shown to have hung himself

fromawaterpipe,whichwasin-
stalledonly three feet above the
groundof thetoilet”.
Forthefamily,thecourtorder

has come as a form of vindica-
tion. “There are daysmy hands
andlegswouldnotstopshaking.
I had to be taken to hospital be-
causemybloodpressureshotup.
Losingyouryoungsonisnoteasy.
And the fight for justice is even
more difficult. But the court
heard us poor people,” says
ChandMia.
Altaf was the eldest of three

siblingsandhelpedthefamilyby
working on daily wage jobs.
While it has been threemonths
since his death, his family is yet
tocometotermswithit.Theim-
age of Altaf lyingmotionless in
the Kotwali Police Station toilet
hauntsChandMia.
“Heweighednearly60kgand

was tall.... There are so many
things that don't add up. If the
secondpost-mortemrevealsany
other information, it will prove
thathis suicidewasacover-up,”
healleges.
Thebodywillbeexhumedin

the coming days and sent to AI-
IMS,officials said. Theentireex-
ercise of thehandoverwill have
to be completed in 10 days, ac-
cordingtothecourt.
“Theexhumationwillbecar-

ried out as per the court orders.
The body will be dug out and
senttoAIIMS.Aninquiryintothe
incident is already underway. If
thesecondpost-mortemreveals
any new information, it will be
madepart of the investigation,”
said Kasganj SP Botre Rohan
Pramod.
Currently,ajudicialinquiryis

underway, and 7 of the 36wit-
nesseshavebeenexamined.Two
out of the remainingwitnesses
willbeexaminedonThursday.
The police havemaintained

thattheAltafwasinvolvedinthe
kidnapping of a 19-year-old
womanand thathediedby sui-
cide. Hewas booked for abduc-
tion while a separate FIR was
filed against unknown accused
in connection with the death.
Five police officials, including
SHOoftheKotwaliPoliceStation,
remainsuspended.

‘Losing young son not easy, fight
for justice even more difficult’

22-yr-old
Mohammad
Altafwas
founddead
inapolice
stationin
November
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INTHEfirst successful launch in
about a year, the Indian Space
ResearchOrganisation sentEOS-
04,anall-weatherearthobserva-
tionsatellite,andtwoothersatel-
litesintospaceonaPSLVrocketon
Mondaymorning.
Thelaunchstartsabusycalen-

dar for the Indian space agency,
whichhaslinedupasmanyas19
launchesthisyear,aftertwoyears
oflullcausedbytheCovid19pan-
demic.Monday’s launchwasthe
firstsuccessfuloneaftertheflight
of PSLV-C51 on February 28 last
year that had carried aBrazilian
satellite,Amazonia-1,and18other
smallerpayloadstospace.
AnattempttolaunchEOS-03,

another earth observation satel-
lite inAugust lastyear,ona GSLV
rockethadendedinafailure.
ThePSLV-C52rocket,carrying

EOS-04 and twoother satellites,
lifted off at 5.59 am from the
SatishDhawan Space Centre in
SriharikotaonMondaymorning.
TheEOS-04,which isa radar im-
aging satellitemeant to provide
high quality images of the land
underallweatherconditions,was
deposited in the intended sun
synchronouspolar orbit 18min-
uteslater.
One of the other satellites,

called INSPIREsat-1,wasbuilt by
theThiruvananthapuram-based
Indian Institute of Space Science
andTechnology in collaboration
withtheUniversityofColoradoin
theUnited States. Students from
NanyangTechnologicalUniversity
inSingaporeandNationalCentral
University of Taiwan have also
contributed to this satellite. This
satellitewouldstudythedynam-
ics of the upper atmosphere. It
also carries anX-ray spectrome-
terforstudyingsolarflares.
This is the first timeTaiwan’s

scientistshaveparticipated inan
international team launching a
satellitefromIndia.Whiletheyare
associatedwith auniversity, and

theTaiwaneseauthoritiesarenot
directly involved, it is anewarea
ofengagementwiththepeopleof
Taiwan. Before this, ISRO had
launchedsatellitesfrom34coun-
triesbutneverfromTaiwan.
Though IndiamaintainsOne-

Chinapolicy,thisisseenaspartof
NewDelhi’s approach to engage
withTaiwanonnon-political ar-
eas,especiallyineconomicsectors.
Theothersatellite,INS-2TD,is

atechnologydemonstratorforthe
first India-Bhutan joint satellite
that is scheduled tobe launched
nextmonth. The two countries
hadsignedaspaceagreementlast
year, and its firstoutcomewould
be the launch of BhutanSat, or
INS-2B,onaPSLVrocketinMarch.
INS-2TDthatflewonMondayhas
athermalimagingcamerameant
for earth observation purposes
likeassessmentoflandandwater
surface temperature, and identi-
ficationof forestandtreecover.
ISRO’s schedule has beenhit

badlybytheCovid19pandemic.

MAXIMUM CITY, MINIMUM MOVEMENT
AprotestbyCongressworkerscausedamassive traffic jaminsouthMumbaionMonday.
TheCongressworkers tookoutamarchtotheMalabarHill residenceof Leaderof
OppositionDevendraFadnavis toprotestagainstPrimeMinisterNarendraModi’s recent
remarks inParliament that theCongresshad instigatedmigrants to leavethecityduringthe
firstwaveofCovid-19 inMarch2020.Theprotestswerecalledoff around1pm.Mumbai
CongresschiefBhai Jagtapsaidthat theagitationwascalledoff asMumbaikarswere facing
hardships.GaneshShirsekar
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THEUNITEDKingdomraisedthe
issue of India's refusal to renew
the Foreign Contribution
RegulationAct(FCRA)registration
of Oxfamby the central govern-
mentinabilateralmeeting.
The issuewasdiscusseddur-

ingthe4thIndia-UKHomeAffairs
Dialogue held virtually on
February10.
"The issuewas raised by the

UK.Therepresentativeswereex-
plained the law and how it

works,"aUnionMinistryofHome
Affairs (MHA)official said,with-
outprovidinganyfurtherdetails.
AtmidnightonDecember31,

2021, the FCRA registration of
Oxfam India along with 5,932
otherNGOslapsed.MHAsources
saidwhile5,789NGOshadnotap-
pliedforrenewal,theapplications
of theresthadbeenrejecteddue
to“various irregularities”.Oxfam
India and Indian Medical
Association (IMA)were among
suchNGOs.
During themeet, the Indian

delegation was led by Union
Home Secretary Ajay Kumar

Bhalla,andtheUKdelegationwas
led by Permanent Secretary,
HomeOffice,MathewRycroft.
"TheDialoguecoveredawide

range of issues including
Homeland Security, Cyber
Security, Extradition cases,
Migration&Mobility. India im-
pressedupontheUKauthorities
the need to expedite the pend-
ing extradition cases," theMHA
hadthensaid inastatement.
"The Indian side communi-

catedconcernsontheanti-India
activities of certain extremists
and radical elements in the
UK...," thestatementadded.

ISROlaunchesPSLVC52
fromtheSatishDhawan
SpaceCentreatSriharikota
onMonday. PTI

UK raises issue of FCRA registration
refusal to Oxfam with India at meet

Expert panel
recommends
EUA to Corbevax
jab for 12-18 years

India in talks
with WHO for
MoU to share
CoWIN platform
globally: Shringla
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ADOZENMPs fromdifferentop-
positionparties,alongwith30em-
inentpersonalities,issuedastate-
ment on Monday, expressing
disappointmentoverKeralaHigh
Court'sverdictlastweektouphold
theInformationandBroadcasting
Ministry’sorder that revoked the
broadcastinglicenceofMalayalam
newschannelMediaOneafterthe
MinistryofHomeAffairsdeniedit
securityclearance.
“Extremely disappointed by

thedecisionsof the single-judge
bench of the KeralaHigh Court,
which refused to overturn the
cancellationofMediaOneNews’s
licence by theMIB &MHA and
protecttheFundamentalRightto
Freedom of Speech and

Expression,”thestatementsaid.
It said the court’s decision

“wasbasedona‘sealedcover’en-
velopeprovidedbytheMHA,the
contents of which were not
shared”withMediaOne.
The signatories of the state-

ment included Congress's
Digivijaya Singh; TMC'sMahua
Moita; DMK's Kanimozhi; RJD's
Manoj Kumar Jha; Shiv Sena’s
Priyanka Chaturvedi; CPI's
Elamaram Kareem and Binoy
Viswam; IUML's E T Mohd
Basheer; RSP's N K
Premachandran; AIUDF's
Badruddin Ajmal; LJD's M V
ShreyamsKumar; and CPI(M)'s
JohnBrittas. The statementwas
also signed by Supreme Court
lawyers Prashant Bhushan and
ColinGonsalves, formerBombay
HighCourt judgeKolse Patil BG,
journalists,writersandsocial ac-

tivistsamongothers.
Afterthesingle-judgebench’s

order lastweek,MediaOne ap-
proachedthedivisionbenchofthe
KeralaHighCourt.
According to the statement,

theorder “goes against thebasic
principlesofnaturaljustice,which
mandate that thematerial evi-
denceinanyadjudicationprocess,
and especially in amatter con-
cerning Fundamental Rights,
mustbesharedwithbothparties
tothedispute”.
At a press conference,

Bhushansaidthe“growingspec-
tre ofwhat is called sealed cover
jurisprudence” is a “gross viola-
tion of the principles of natural
justice”.
VeteranjournalistNRam,who

is also a signatory to the release,
saidblocking a licence is not just
aboutthefreedomtobroadcast.

Media One case: 12 lawmakers, others
question ‘sealed cover jurisprudence’

ISRO places
3 satellites in
orbit in first
launch of 2022SOURAVROYBARMAN
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THE MINISTRY of Human
Resource Development had on
July4,2012,announcedtheadop-
tion of a “newuniformpattern”
bytheKendriyaVidyalayasacross
thecountry.
For the Kendriya Vidyalaya

Sangathan,anautonomousbody
under the HRD Ministry, now
knownasMinistry of Education,
the change in dress code for its
studentswasafirstsinceitsincep-
tionin1963.
Amongthechangeswerenew

patterns for scarf and turban.
“Scarf with red hemming for
Muslimgirlsmatchingwith the
lower,”was among the changes
approved by the KVS Board of
Governorsinits92ndmeetingon
May18,2012.
Inastatementissuedthrough

thePressInformationBureau,the
HRDMinistryhaddescribed the
newdesignasanattempttoadda
contemporary touch to theuni-
formalongwith“auniqueidentity
toitsstudents,keepinginmindthe
comfortandthecostfactors”.
Checkswere introduced for

both boys and girls. For girls in
classesIX-XII,trouserswereintro-
duced,phasingoutsalwars.
The National Institute of

Fashion Technology (NIFT) and
the UnionMinistry of Textiles
helpedcreatethenewuniform.
Thereare14.35 lakhstudents

–6.55lakhgirlsand7.79lakhboys
–enrolledwiththe1,248Kendriya
Vidyalayasacrossthecountry.
Whilelatestcategorywiseen-

rolment figuresarenotavailable,
in2015,outof12.09lakhstudents
then enrolled in the Kendriya
Vidyalayas,56,719wereMuslims,
including23,621girls.
Responding to a Lok Sabha

questionon thenewdress code
on August 8, 2012, the HRD
Ministryhadsaid that the “gov-
ernment has no role to play in
the prescription of uniform for
the students of Kendriya
Vidyalayas”.
“This is done by Kendriya

VidyalayaSangathan(KVS)them-
selveswhich is an autonomous
body.However,KVShasinformed
that theyhave introducedanew
uniform for its students so as to
give adistinct identity. Thedress
codehasbeenchangedforthefirst
timeafter1963.”

In 2012, KVs
introduced new
scarf pattern
for Muslim girls

New Delhi:The Congress on
Monday rejected the remarks
made by one of its Karnataka
MLAs,whosaidthat“rapeswillbe
fewer if womenwear hijab-like
clothing”.
OnSunday,CongressMLABZ

Zameer AhmedKhan had said,
"Hijab, knownasgosha-parda, is
tohideawoman’sbeauty. India’s
rape rates are highprobably be-
causewomenaren’tundergosha-

pardah."His commentswere re-
portedbynewsagencyANI.
Rejecting Khan’s remarks,

AICC in charge of Karnataka
RandeepSurjewala said, "There
is no place inmodern India and
our society for parochial and re-
gressive viewsonwomenas ex-
pressed by a Congress leader of
Karnataka... Time has come for
every such leader to change the
conservativemindset." ENS
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THESUPREMECourtonMonday
askedtheBihargovernmenttore-
spondtopetitionschallengingthe
Constitutional validityof its con-
troversial prohibition law—The
BiharProhibitionandExciseAct,
2016—withinthreeweeks.
A bench of Justices A M

Khanwilkar andC TRavikumar
also transferred similarpetitions
pendingbeforePatnaHighCourt
totheSC.Thecourtsaidthatsince
“identicalissueispendingconsid-
erationbefore this court, it is ap-
propriatethattheotherwritpeti-
tionsfiledbeforetheHighCourtto
be transferred andheard along
withtheSLPpendinghere”.
Hearing thepetitions, includ-

ingonebytheInternationalSpirits
andWinesAssociationofIndia,the
benchsaidallofthemquestionthe
validityoftheprohibitionlaw.“The
replyhasbeen filedbeforePatna
HighCourt andnowit cannotbe
improved,”itsaid.
“You file your affidavit. Same

arguments, same affidavit and
samematerialwill be relevant in
all cases, as the validity is under
challengeinallofthem.”
The courtwill nowhear the

matterinthefirstweekofApril.
While rejecting 40 appeals

filed by the state government
against grantof anticipatoryand
regular bail by theHC to those
chargedunder the law, a bench
headedbyCJINVRamanahadon
January 11 expressed concern
overtheimpactofthelawonthe
workingof thecourts.

Bihar anti-liquor
law: SC issues
notice, transfers
pleas to itself

NewDelhi: India is in talkswith
World Health Organization
(WHO) for anMoU to share its
CoWINplatformgloballyunder
an initiative ofWHO, Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringlaislearnttohavesaidata
US-hostedmeetingonCovid-19.
CoWINisIndia’sdigitaltech-

nology platform for Covid-19
vaccination.
AtMonday’smeeting, con-

vened byUS Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, Shringla also
saidNewDelhiwillbehappyto
extend the Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomics Consortium (IN-
SACOG)networkof laboratories
forgenomicsequencingandsur-
veillance in its neighbourhood,
sourcessaid.
HesaidIndiawilltakeitsex-

perienceintesting,treatingand
vaccinating a large population
spreadout in different geogra-
phiesandterrainstocreatecus-
tomand tailor-made capacity-
buildingandtechnical training
programmesfor front-lineand
healthcare workers in Asia,
Africa and Latin America,
sources said.
Shringla also said four

WHO-approved vaccines —
Covaxin, Covishield, Covovax
andJanssen—andthreeothers
due for approval — Corbevax,
ZyCov-D and Gennova — are
being produced in India, ac-
cording tosources.
Blinken hosted the Covid-

19GlobalActionMeetingtoco-
ordinate efforts on pandemic
response. ENS
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THE INDIAN Institute of Science
(IISc)will set up a postgraduate
medicalschoolalongwitha800-
bedmultispecialityhospitalinits
Bengaluru campus, an institute
statementsaidMonday.
Philanthropists Susmita and

SubrotoBagchi,andRadhaandNS
Parthasarathy have collectively

donatedRs425crorefortheproj-
ect, the single largest privatedo-
nationreceivedbythepremierre-
searchinstitute.
Thehospital, scheduled tobe

operational by2024end,will be
named 'Bagchi-Parthasarathy
Hospital', thestatementadded.
Theproject'sacademiccentre-

piecewill be an integrateddual-
degree MD-PhD programme
aimedatcreatinganewbreedof
physician-scientiststopursueca-

reers in clinical research to de-
velopnewtreatmentsandhealth-
caresolutions,drivenbyabench-
to-bedside philosophy. “Their
generous contributionwill help
us realise our visionof seamless
coupling between clinical sci-
ences, basic sciences, and engi-
neeringtechnologydisciplines,all
anchoredwithinavibrantuniver-
sitycampus,andresearchoppor-
tunities...,” IISc director, Prof
GovindanRangarajansaid.

IIScgetsRs425croredonation;tosetupmedicalschool

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY14

THE SUBJECT expert panel on
Covid-19 vaccines onMonday
recommended thedrug regula-
tortograntemergencyuseautho-
risation to Hyderabad-based
BiologicalE’sCorbevaxfortheage
group of 12-18 years, subject to
conditions,sourcessaid.
Thecommittee’srecommen-

dationswill be taken up by the
drug regulator for formal ap-
provalof thevaccine in thenext
fewdays.
Corbevax is India’s first in-

digenously developed protein
sub-unit vaccine against Covid-
19. At present, India is adminis-
tering Covid-19 vaccines to 15-
18years.
The expert panel on vaccine

administration is expected to
meet soon to take a decision to
expand Covid-19 vaccination
coveragefrom12yearsonwards.
Corbevax is built on the tra-

ditional subunit vaccine plat-
form:insteadofusingthewhole
virus, the platform triggers an
immuneresponsebyusingfrag-
mentsof it, likethespikeprotein.
The sub-unit vaccine con-

tains harmless S-protein; once
the immune system recognises
Sprotein, itproducesantibodies
aswhitebloodcellsthatfightthe
infection. At present, only
BharatBiotech’s Covaxin canbe
administered to the adolescent
population.

Cong rejects Karnataka MLA’s
controversial remarks on hijab

New Delhi



New Delhi: The Centre on
Monday said it has reduced the
Agri-cessoncrudepalmoil(CPO)
from7.5 per cent to 5 per cent.
Thiswillbenefitthedomesticed-
ible oil refiners and also check
pricesof cookingoils, theUnion
Ministry of Consumer Affairs,
FoodandPublicDistributionsaid.

“Withaviewtoprovide fur-
ther relief to consumers and to
keep incheckany further rise in
thepricesofdomesticedibleoils
duetorise inthepricesof edible
oils globally, theGovernmentof
Indiahasreducedtheagri-cessfor
CrudePalmOil from7.5% to 5%
with effect from12th February,

2022,”theministrysaid.“Afterre-
ductionof theagri-cess, the im-
port tax gap betweenCPOand
RefinedPalmOilhasincreasedto
8.25%.Theincreaseinthegapbe-
tweentheCPOandRefinedPalm
Oilwill benefit thedomestic re-
finingindustrytoimportcrudeoil
forrefining,”itsaid. ENS
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Advertisement No. 23/2022
Government of India

Public Enterprises Selection Board
invites applications for the post of

DIRECTOR (FINANCE)
in

BHARAT SANCHAR NIGAM LIMITED
Last date of receipt of applications in PESB is

by 1500 hours on 20th April, 2022.
For details login to website

http://www.pesb.gov.in

TEEN’SSUICIDE INTHANJAVUR

SC rejects TN govt appeal
against High Court order,
allowsCBI to investigate
ANANTHAKRISHNANG.
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY14

THE SUPREME Court on
Mondayrejectedtheobjections
raised by Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to the Madras High
Court’sordertransferringinves-
tigation into the death of a stu-
dentofaschool inMichaelpatti,
Thanjavur, to CBI.
Thegirlhaddiedbysuicide,but

therewere allegations that she
wasunderpressurebyschoolau-
thoritiestoconverttoChristianity.
A bench of Justices Sanjiv

Khanna and BelaMTrivedi said
that“inviewofwhatallhashap-
pened,itmaynotbeappropriate
for us to interject the investiga-
tionbyCBI”.
Thetopcourt,however,issued

notice on grievances expressed
againstcertainobservationsinthe
HCorderagainstthestatepolice.
“Issue notice returnable in

fourweeks. Counter-affidavit to
be filed in twoweeks. Rejoined
in oneweek. In themeanwhile,
investigation will continue in
terms of the impugned order,”
thebenchordered.
Thecourtwashearinganap-

pealfiledbyTamilNadu’sDirector

Generalof Police, challengingthe
January 31, 2022 order of the
Madurai bench of Madras HC,
whichtransferredtheprobetoCBI.
At the outset, the bench

pointedout that therewere two
aspectsof thematter: first, about
certain observations in the im-
pugned judgement; and second,
transferoftheprobetoCBI.
Justice Khanna asked senior

advocateMukulRohatgi,whowas
representing the state govern-
ment,whichofthesewastheState
aggrievedby.
Rohatgi replied that hewas

aggrievedbyboth.Atthis,Justice
Khanna said, “As far as that is
concerned, really speaking, in
view of what all has happened,
(a)numberofthingswhichhave
happened,maynotbeappropri-
ate forusto interject theinvesti-
gationbyCBI.”
Thebenchsaiditwillissueno-

tice on thequestion of observa-
tionsinthejudgement.
Rohatgi said, “Thiswasnot a

casewhichhadanyother ramifi-
cations. Unfortunately, a case of
suicide bypoison. TheHC inter-
feres andday-to-day orders are
passed—thatpoliceshoulddothis
today,dothistomorrow....Thedy-
ingdeclarationisonrecord.Isitnot

anexceptionalcase in the lightof
thedecision in the State ofWest
BengalvsDKJain?”
“Thisisnotacasewhichshould

reflect onpolice,” he submitted.
“This is not a casewhere some
sidesarebeingtaken.Itisnotapo-
litical issue, or anyother issue for
thatmatter.Whysuchabigissueis
beingcreatedaboutit?”
Thebenchdidnot agree and

saidtheHCdoesn’tpassordersjust
likethat.Itreiteratedthatitwillex-
aminetheotheraspect.
As senior advocate PWilson,

whoalso appeared for the State,
sought toquestion theHCorder,
JusticeKhanna remarked, “As far
as investigation by CBI (is con-
cerned), there is a lot of things
whichhavehappenedinbetween.
Letitgoon.Youhavecollectedev-
idence,thatbepassedontoCBI.”
“Asfarascertainobservations

against thepoliceandcertainob-
servations which go on to the
meritofthematter,wedon’twant
toelaborateatthisstage.Wehave
ourselves saidweare issuingno-
tice,”thecourtadded.
Wilsonsaid the stategovern-

mentwasnot aparty in thepro-
ceedings.But JusticeKhannasaid
that“policeisaparty”.

Kannur blast death result
of wedding prank: police
SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
FEBRUARY14

THEDEATHofayouthinacrude
bomb blast during a wedding
processioninKannurdistricton
Sundaywas theresultof awed-
ding prank, according to police.
Suchdangerousprankscontinue
topersistinseveralpartsofnorth
Kerala despite awareness cam-
paigns, apoliceofficer said.
On Sunday, 26-year-old

Jishnu died on the spotwhen a
crude bomb, hurled to create a
scare during themarriage pro-
cession, fell on him. This took
placebarely100metresfromthe
bridegroom's house. Three oth-
ers sustainedsevere injuries.
The police probe has found

thatthebombwashurledbyone
of Jishnu'sfriends,whowaspart
of thebridegroom'sentourage.
Confirming findings of the

probe, Kannur city DCP Prince
Abraham said, “In the past, po-
liceandotherorganisationscon-

ducted awareness campaigns
against such uncivilized prac-
tices.Now,wemayhavetothink
ofresumingsuchprogrammes.”
Weddingpranksareplayedby

friendsof thebridegroom,gener-
ally meant to make fun of the
bride, bridegroom, their families
orguestsorgivethemembarrass-
ingmoments.
Someofthepranksare:bride

and bridegroom forced towalk
barefoot, removingwindow or
door of their bedroom, taking
the couple out of the car and
forcing themtosit in thebucket
of an earth-mover, and busting
powerful crackers.
ReferringtotheKannurinci-

dent, sources said on the eve of
themarriage, several men had
dressed up as women and
danced, creating nuisance for
eventhewomen.
“The youth who got killed

alongwith his friends had been
activeatthebridegroom’shouse
ontheeveofmarriage.Froman-
other village, theywere also in-
volved in an argumentwith the

bridegroom's neighbours over
playingmusic. The tiff had re-
sultedinascuffle,butwassettled
beforetheweddingevecelebra-
tionswereover,” saidasource.
“Jishnu and his friends had

brought crackers and it appears
theyalsomadesomecrudebombs
forthemarriageday.Theywanted
toscarethepeople,butitresulted
inthedeathofoneofthem.”
CPI(M)legislatorMVijin,who

represents Kalliasseri assembly
segment in Kannur, said there
shouldbe strongawarenesspro-
grammeagainstthispractice.“The
incidentshavecomedown.Buta
sectionof youngstersbehaveun-
der the influence of drugs and
liquor,causinguncomfortablemo-
ments duringmarriage celebra-
tions. The families of the couple
wouldhave limitations to inter-
veneopenly.Ifsomeonequestions
suchmischief, the situationmay
gooutofcontrol,”hesaid.
KannurdistrictCongresspres-

identMartinGeorgealleged that
those involvedgot training from
theCPI(M)inbombmaking.

Nashik man, set on fire by his
ex-lover, succumbs to injuries
MOHAMEDTHAVER
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY14

A31-YEAR-OLDmanfromNashik,
whowas allegedly set ablaze by
hisformergirlfriendandherfam-
ily members on Friday, suc-
cumbed to his burn injuries on
Sunday.Nashikpolice,whichhad
earlier arrested the woman,
Kalyani Sonawane (23), andher
four familymembersoncharges
of attempt tomurder have now
booked them for murder. The
familymembers,comprisingthe

woman'smotherNirmala,father
Gokul and twoelder brothers—
HemantandPrasad—arealleged
tohavesetGorakhBachavablaze
as theybelieved thathehadear-
lier sabotagedher attempt toget
married andwas threatening to
dosoagain.
TheincidenttookplaceFriday

afternoon at Lohaner village in
theDevlaTalukaofNashik.
According topolice, Bachav, a

plumberbyprofession,wasstand-
ing in the market area when
Kalyani’s familymembers also
reachedthespotandattackedhim.

INDIA,OMANNAVYCHIEFSHOLDTALKS:ChiefofNavalStaff
AdmiralRHariKumarandCommanderoftheRoyalNavyof
OmanRearAdmiralSaifBinNasserBinMohsinAlRahbiin
NewDelhionMonday.Ona“goodwillvisit”,RearAdmiralAl
RahbihelddiscussionswithhisIndiancounterparton“aven-
uestofurtherenhancecooperationbetweentheNavies”.PTI

Centre cuts agri-cess on crude palm oil

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
FEBRUARY14

BJP STATE committeemember
HariSKarthawasonMondayap-
pointedastheadditionalpersonal
assistantforGovernorArifMoha-
mmedKhan. Accepting thepro-
posal from the Governor, the
CPI(M)-ledstategovernmentreg-
istereditsdissent, sayingsuchan
appointmentof apolitical leader
inRajBhavanisunprecedented.
This comes aweek after the

Governorgaveassentforacontro-
versialOrdinance,whichdilutes
the Kerala Lokayukta’s powers.
The Governor signed the
Ordinancethreeweeksafterarec-
ommendationfromstateCabinet.
Theappointmentmaytrigger

heat asOppositionCongresshas
alleged “quid pro quo between
government and Governor on
manyissues”.
The general administration

department, initsorderappoint-
ing Kartha, said, “There is no
precedent of appointing of per-
sonswhoareactivelyinvolvedin
politicsorwhooweallegianceto
politicalpartiesororganisations...
in theRaj Bhavan and it is desir-
able to adhere to the prevailing
norms.” It said the government
accepted the proposal only be-
causetheGovernorexpressedhis
desiretoappointKartha.

Kerala govt clears
BJP man as Gov
aide; with dissent

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AHMEDABAD,FEBRUARY14

THEGUJARATHighCourt is due
to hear a petition Tuesday by a
leader of BJP women’s wing,
seeking registration of an FIR
againstaMLA,whoisnowamin-
ister in theGujarat government,
for allegedly establishing physi-
cal relationshipwith her on the
promise of marriage and later
spurningherasshe isaDalit.
The petitioner has alleged

thattheMLAhadmetheronthe
pretext of “party work”, taken
her phone number and asked
her to meet him in the MLA
quartersinGandhinagarin2020.
“He talked sweetly and told

me that hewas impressedwith
mysocialserviceactivities... ‘Iam
readytoacceptyouasmywife’... I
asked if he canacceptmesince I
amfromaScheduledCasteandhe
isaThakorDarbar...hesaidhewas
ready to acceptmeand leavehis
wife,”saidherapplicationbefore
theDGPadding then theyhad a
physicalrelationshipinJuly2020.
Accordingtothewoman,the

MLAdid not contact her for the
next 2-3months andwhen she
calledhim,hebrokeupwithher
allegedly citing his position in
the party and government, as
well as theirdifferentcastes.

BJP leader says
minister had
physical relations
with her on
marriage pretext

HCHEARINGTODAY

VineetJoshi is
CBSEchairman
NewDelhi:VineetJoshi,anaddi-
tional secretary in theMinistry
of Education,hasbeenassigned
the additional charge of the
Central Board of Secondary
Educationchairperson,themin-
istrysaidonMonday. Joshi’sap-
pointment comes as former
CBSE chair Manoj Ahuja was
madeanOSDintheDepartment
of Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare. Joshiisalsothedirector
general of the National Testing
Agency. ENS

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
CHENNAI, FEBRUARY14

TKUMAR, a veteran photojour-
nalist working here for news
agency United News of India
(UNI), died by suicide. Tamil
Nadu Chief MinisterMK Stalin,
the state’s principal opposition
AIADMK and the journalist fra-
ternityonMondaycondoledhis
death. Inacondolencemessage,
Stalin said he was grieved to
learn thatKumarhadendedhis
life and added that he has or-
dered assistance of Rs 3 lakh to
his family from a fund for wel-
fareof journalists.
Stalin’s announcement on

assistancecomeshoursafterthe
AIADMK,theChennaiPressClub
and the photojournalists’ asso-
ciationhadrequestedtheCMto
provide financial assistance to
Kumar’skin.
OnSundaynight,acolleague

found Kumar hanging from a
ceiling hook in the UNI’s office
here.Oninformation,policeper-
sonnel arrived and they rushed
thephotographertotheKilpauk
Government Medical College
Hospitalwherehewasdeclared
brought dead. Following au-
topsy,thebodywashandedover
tohis familyonMonday.Kumar
was56andhe is survivedbyhis
wife, sonandadaughter.
Sources in UNI here said he

was facing financial trouble.
A photojournalist with over

30years’experience,Kumarrose
through the ranks of UNI to be-
come its state bureau chief. He
had joined the news agency in
1986andwasthefirstphotogra-
pher to become the head of the
agency inTamilNadu.
LeaderofOppositionandtop

AIADMK leader K Palaniswami
inhiscondolencehadurgedthe
state government to provide an
assistance of Rs 25 lakh to
Kumar's family from a benevo-
lent fund for journalists.

Photojournalist
dies by suicide,
TN CM orders
assistance to kin



12
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

INSURING INDIA
LICIPOmayhelpgovernmentachievedisinvestmenttarget.But
respect itsautonomyforthecorporationtorealiseitspotential

A FTERMUCHUNCERTAINTY, theLife InsuranceCorporationof India (LIC)
hasfileditsDraftRedHerringProspectus(DRHP)withtheSecuritiesand
ExchangeBoardof India (SEBI). The initialpublicoffering is for31.6crore
sharesor5percentof thegovernment’sstake.AspertheDRHP,LIC’sem-

beddedvalue—ameasureof theconsolidatedshareholdersvalue inan insurancecom-
pany— has been estimated at Rs 5.39 lakh crore.While the offer price is yet to be dis-
closed,insurancecompaniestypicallytendtotradeatamultipleoftheirembeddedvalue.
ThustheIPOwill likelydwarf therecentPaytmoffering,whichhadshatteredtherecord
for the largest offering. A successful fructification of the IPO byMarchwould help the
governmentachieve its scaleddowndisinvestment targetofRs78,000croreofwhich it
hasonlybeenable togarnerRs12,030croreso far.
Thesizeof the insurancebehemoth is truly staggering.AsofMarch31,2021, LIChad

a66.2percentmarketshareinnewbusinesspremiums,a74.6percentshareinindivid-
ualpoliciesissued,anda81.1percentshareofnumberofgrouppoliciesissuedfor2020-
21.Though,increasinglyLIChasbeencedingspacetoprivateplayers—between2015-16
and 2020-21, private sector life insurance players saw their premiums grow at 18 per
cent,whileLIC’spremiumgrewat9percent—Indiaisstillanunder-penetratedmarket.
The country’s insurance density ismuch lower than that of other developing countries
which indicates scope forgrowth.
TheIPOcomesatatimeoftighteningglobalfinancialconditions.Foreigninvestorshave

already pulled out billions this year. And though it is bound to generate interest, there
are concerns about the capacity of themarket to absorb such a large offering. Further,
consideringthat in thepast, LIChasoftenbeenusedbythegovernment toserve itsown
ends—for instance, ithelpedbailoutthetroubledIDBIbank—thereare legitimatecon-
cerns that its investment decisionsmay continue tobe guidedbyothermotives. As the
DRHPnotes: The “corporationmaybe required to take certain actions in furtheranceof
the GoI’s economic or policy objectives. There can be no assurance that such actions
wouldnecessarilybebeneficialtoourCorporation.”Whilealistingontheexchangeswill
openLIC’sgovernancestructuresandinvestmentdecisionstopublicscrutiny,continued
governmentinterferenceinitsdecisionmakingwillaffectthecorporation’sprospects.The
steep discounts that public sector companies trade atwhen compared to their private
sectorcounterpartsisareflectionofthispattern.ConsideringthatLICisacustodianof the
policyholder’smoney,thegovernmentmustresistthetemptationofusingitscoffersfor
itsownpurpose.

THE FEDERAL PUSH
TamilNaduCMhintsataplatformofregionalparties, its
contourswillemergeonlyafterassemblypolls

T AMILNADUCHIEFMinisterMKStalin’s statement that a conventionof non-
NDACMsisplannedinDelhisuggeststhatafederalfrontmaybeinthemaking.
StalinalsomentionedthathehadaconversationwithWestBengalCMMamata
Banerjeeonthesubject.TheproposedconventionfollowsStalin’srecentstate-

mentthattheDMKintendstofloataplatformtofurtherthecauseofsocialjustice.Onapar-
allelnote,TelanganaCMKCRsaidhewouldholddiscussionswithhisMaharashtracounter-
part,UddhavThackeray,andBanerjeeontheneedforOppositionpartiestouniteagainstthe
BJP.RaohasinrecenttimesuppedtheanteagainsttheBJPandturnedfriendlytowardsthe
Congress. Clearly, these regional leaders seemtobeworking towards a commonanti-BJP
frontaheadof the2024generalelection.
ThesouringofCentre-staterelationsonarangeof issues—fromtheroleof investiga-

tive agencies toGST, IAS cadre rules, andmost recently, sharing of PDSdata—haspro-
videdanimpetustothemakingof thefederal front.TheOppositionhasbeencomplain-
ing that the Centre has been chipping away at the powers of the states. CMs inWest
Bengal, TamilNadu,Maharashtra,Keralaetc. havebeencomplaining that their respec-
tivegovernorsareencroachingon the rightsof theelectedgovernment,perhapsat the
behestof theCentre.TheBJP,drivenbyaunitarianvisionof therepublicandamajority
in theLokSabha,hasnotconcealed itsambitions towardsexpanding its footprintelec-
torally andhaving its say ingovernance. Leaders likeKCRsense that theBJPnowoccu-
pies thepoleposition in Indianpolitics andexpect it to emergeas themain foe in their
strongholds. The SP, RJDand JMM, the rulingparty in Jharkhand, too are likely to think
along similar lines andbacka regional front.
Surely, the contours of the federal front are likely to emerge inMarchwhen the re-

sults to five assembly elections are out.Whether theCongress has a role to play in this
frontwilldependonhowitperformsinthesestates.Conversely,gains for theBJP inthe
assembly polls would deflate the ambitions of the Opposition leaders. However, the
Oppositioninitiativewillneedaglueforvariousregionalplayerstostaytogether:Similar
attempts in the past have failed to take off because they could provide neither a com-
pelling vision nor a persuasive agenda to be seen as a viable alternative to the BJP. Just
beinganti-BJPmaynot agluemake.

Jyoti Punwani

StrengtheningengagementwithIndo-Pacific,stronger
partnershipscanenhanceIndia’sreachandimpact

SHAH BANO, NOT SHAH BANO
Then,asnow,powerfulforcesmobilisedgroupsofmenagainstwomen’schoice

ANIMMINENTEARLYharvesttradedealwith
Australia and the sale of theBrahmos super-
soniccruisemissilesystemstothePhilippines
lendasharperedgetoIndia’sengagementwith
theIndo-Pacific.Anewemphasisonstrategic
tradeliberalisationandtheturntomilitaryex-
ports shouldbegin toplug twomajorweak-
nesses in India’s regional strategy. The two
agreements should alsowiden the focus of
India’s Indo-Pacific debate from the current
obsessionwith thenatureof India’s partner-
shipwiththeUSanditsimplicationsforDelhi’s
“strategicautonomy”.
India’s Indo-Pacific strategywalksontwo

legs—strengtheningitsnationalengagement
with the region, and stronger partnerships
withlike-mindednations.Theformerelevates
India’s salience in the Indo-Pacific and raises
Delhi’s value for its partners. Coalitions and
partnerships, in turn, help boost India’s na-
tional capabilities, enhance its reachand im-
pact.Thisapproachisquitedifferentfromthe
metaphysics of the past that focused on the
presumedneedtoholdupaparticular ideol-
ogyrather thanahard-headedpursuitof na-
tionalinterests.
India’snovelapproachfitswellwiththeUS

strategy.Contrary to thewidespreadpercep-
tioninDelhithatWashingtonistryingto“en-
trap”Indiaintoanalliance,theUSisnothand-
ingoutfreshsecuritycommitments.Alliances
involveseriouslegal,political,andmilitaryob-
ligations and are not taken lightly in
Washington. Nor is theUS collectingmore
“campfollowers”intheIndo-Pacific.Itislook-
ingatpartnersandlike-mindedcountriesthat
have the strategic incentive, political agency,
andmaterial capability to contribute to re-
gionalsecurity.
Thenew Indo-Pacific Strategydocument

issuedbytheBidenadministration lastweek
admits that theUS objectives of a “free and
open, connected, prosperous, secure, and re-
silient”Indo-Pacific“cannotbeaccomplished”
by the US acting alone. It insists that the
“changingstrategiccircumstancesandhistoric
challenges require unprecedented coopera-
tionwiththosewhoshareinthisvision.”This
recognitioniscomplementedbyanapprecia-
tionofIndia’scapability—currentandpoten-
tial — in shaping strategic outcomes in the
Indo-Pacific.
Administrations in theUSduring the last

twodecadeshavebetonthepropositionthat
a strong India that can stabiliseAsia and the
Indo-Pacific servesAmerican regional inter-
ests.TheBidenadministrationstrategydocu-
mentreaffirmsthatthesisbyhighlightingthe
goalofsupporting“India’scontinuedriseand
regional leadership”. The strategy seeks to
workwithIndia“throughregionalgroupings
topromotestabilityinSouthAsia;collaborate
innewdomains,suchashealth,space,andcy-
berspace;deepenoureconomicandtechnol-
ogycooperation, andcontribute toa freeand
openIndo-Pacific.”TheUSacknowledgesthat
“India is a like-mindedpartner and leader in
SouthAsiaandtheIndianOcean,activeinand
connectedtoSoutheastAsia,adrivingforceof
theQuadandother regional fora, andanen-
gineforregionalgrowthanddevelopment.”
TheemphasisonIndiaisspecialbutbyno

means exclusive.Of greater import is theUS
objectiveof encouraging “allies andpartners
to strengthen their tieswithoneanother”. In
thepast,theUSsecuritypolicywastiedtoase-
riesof bilateral alliances.Nowit is ready fora
more networked regional architecture.
ContrarytotheIndianimageof theQuadasa
rigidalliance,theUSstrategyisto“workinflex-
iblegroupingsthatpoolourcollectivestrength
to faceup to thedefining issuesof our time”.
Putsimply,anIndiathatseekstobea leading
powerintheregionwillbeabetterpartnerfor
theUS thanan India that isweakanddefen-
sive.India’scapacitytoleadtheregion,inturn,
dependsonitsnationalcapabilitiesandplug-
gingitsmajorinternalweaknesses—especially
inthedomainsof tradeandsecurity.
Delhi’s decision towalk away from the

Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership(RCEP)—anAsia-widefreetrade
agreement—at the endof 2019and its new
emphasis onAtmanirbhar Bharat, or a “self-
reliantIndia”,havegeneratedwidespreadcon-
cerns about India returning to protectionist
ways.OfficialDelhiincontrastarguesthatthis
isnotareturntothepast,butanewdetermi-
nationtostrengthendomesticmanufacturing
capabilityhollowedoutbyanuncritical pur-
suit of globalisation. Even as itwalked away
fromtheChina-ledRCEP,Delhiisnowlooking
toliberalisetraderelationswithstrategicpart-
ners likeAustralia. India has also intensified
trade talkswith theUAE, Israel and theUK.
IndiaandtheEUtoohavetakenapoliticalde-

cision to resume talks on a long-stalled FTA.
But scepticswouldwant to see thequality of
theagreements thatare likely tocomeoutof
thesenegotiations.Theyalsopoint to thedif-
ficultiesoffinalisingmoreconsequentialagree-
mentswithIndia’sleadingeconomicpartners
—theEUandtheUS.
Tradeeconomistsarguethatbilateralpacts

can’tbeasubstitute for largerregionalagree-
ments—Indiaisnotpartofanytoday.Delhiis
alsonoton the samepageas its partners like
theUS,EU,Japan,andAustraliaontheemerg-
ingdigitaltradeissues.Yet, thestrategictrade
pactsontheanviltodayareamajorstepinthe
rightdirection.
Although India has had activemilitary

diplomacyrecently,ithasbeenhobbledbythe
inabilitytoexportweaponstofriendlynations
intheregion.ThiswasrootedinIndia’sinade-
quatedomesticdefenceindustrialbase.Delhi
isnowtrying torampupdefenceproduction
athomeaswellaspromotearmsexports.
Whilethesepolicieswilltaketimetobear

fruit,Delhihasdiscardedtheprolongedpolit-
icalhesitationinsellingtheBrahmosmissiles
toChina’sneighbours.Lastmonth,Indiasigned
an agreementworth $375million to supply
thePhilippineswiththreemissilebatteriesof
the shore-based anti-ship version of the
Brahmos.Whilethesebatterieswillnotmake
any dent in themilitary balance between
ManilaandBeijing,itopensthedoorforamore
active Indianengagementwithhardsecurity
issuesinAsia.India’snewquestformilitaryex-
ports is also in tunewith theUS Indo-Pacific
strategy’semphasisonworkingwithpartners
in “findingnewopportunities to linkourde-
fenceindustrialbases,integratingourdefence
supplychains,andco-producingkeytechnolo-
gies thatwill shoreupour collectivemilitary
advantages.”
ThereisgreatsynergybetweentheUSde-

sire to “empower allies andpartners as they
takeonregionalleadershiprolesthemselves”
andIndia’sambitiontoplayalargerroleinthe
Indo-Pacific.Simultaneouspursuitofstronger
nationalcapabilityandmoreactiveparticipa-
tion in coalitions are interconnectedparts in
realisingthatIndianambition.

ThewriterisSeniorFellow,AsiaSocietyPolicy
Institute,Delhiandcontributingeditoron
internationalaffairsforTheIndianExpress

WILLTHEhijabcontroversybecomeanother
ShahBanomoment?Thatwe’llknowonlyaf-
ter the SupremeCourt decides becausenei-
ther side is likely to accept an adverseHigh
Courtruling.
Asthingsstand,thecomparisonisnotapt.

In1985,alonedivorceewaspittedagainstthe
male leadership of her community.While
theseorthodoxmenhad the tacit backingof
therulingparty,ShahBanocouldgetthesup-
port of just a few courageous Muslims.
Isolated,aslakhsofmenralliedagainstheron
thestreets,the69-year-oldfinallysuccumbed
andrejectedtheSupremeCourtorderwhich,
followingbothlawandprecedent,hadgranted
heramonthlymaintenanceofRs179.20tobe
paidbyheraffluenthusband.Thisvictoryhad
comeaftersevenyears,butshegaveitupbe-
cause, as she told this reporter, “I don’twant
khoonkharaba inmyname.”
If the Goliath then was the Muslim

PersonalLawBoard,whichmobilisedlakhsof
Muslimmen,todaytheGoliathistheBJPgov-
ernment inKarnataka,whichhasmobilised
groups ofmale students to violently intimi-
datetheyoungMuslimwomenwhohaveun-
tilnow,neverbeenstoppedfromenteringcol-
legeinhijabs.
Nowonder, then, that democratically-

minded citizens are rallying around today’s
Davids,beitthegutsyMuskanofMandyawho
didn’t back off evenwhen surroundedby a
packof saffron-scarf-wearinghounds,or the
small groups of girlswho found the gates of
theircollegessuddenlyclosedtothembecause

ofashowofstrengthearlierbymalestudents
wearingsaffronscarves.Thatactionwasasar-
bitrary andunfair as theKarnataka govern-
ment’ssuddenordermandatingauniformin
governmenteducationalinstitutions,andban-
ning anything that goes against the “idea of
equality, integrity andunity and affects law
andorder”.
Canagovernmentsuddenlyissuesuchan

orderinthemiddleofanacademicyear?How
does lawandorder get affectedby thepres-
enceofahijab-cladstudent,andifitdoes,who
isresponsible?Thesequestionswillundoubt-
edlybediscussedincourt,butsowillthemore
controversialquestionsonwhether thehijab
is an integral part of Islam; andwhether the
orderviolatesfundamentalrights.Willthelos-
ingsideaccepttheSupremeCourt’sdecision?
ShahBano’s repudiationof the Supreme

Court order grantinghermaintenance led to
thepassingofalawwhich,goingagainstboth
women’s rights and secularism, excluded
Muslimwomen from thebenefits of a legal
provision available to all divorcedwomen.
Whatfollowedwasevenworse.Inanotheract
ofappeasement,thistimeaimedatHindufa-
natics, the locks of the BabriMasjidwere
opened,boostingtheAyodhyamovement.
Willtheoutcomeof thehijabcontroversy

beequallyfearsome?Ontheonesidearethose
whoswearby“religiousidentity”,ontheother,
apowerfulrulingpartydeterminedtoobliter-
ateallbutHinduidentity.
Didithavetocometothis?TheUdupicol-

lege,where itall started,hadnorulebanning

thehijab,thoughonlyafewhadwornitinclass
earlier.Themanagementmayhaveeventually
given in to the girls, but thatwouldhave re-
quireddiscreetnegotiations,thekindthatrou-
tinelytakeplacebetweenparentsandprinci-
palswithoutpoliticalpartiessteppingin.That
wasn’t allowed tohappen. Themoment the
students approached the Campus Front of
India, the issuenotonlybecamepolitical,but
onethatsuitedtheBJP.AradicalMuslimout-
fit for whom “Muslim identity” overrides
everythingistheBJP’sdreamopponent.
Incidentally, parents inMumbai haveof-

tengottheShivSenaorMNStopressurecon-
ventschoolstodeclareholidaysfortheGanpati
festival—alsoprojectedasademandrelatedto
“religious rights”. Progressive sections have
never sidedwith them.But today, the coun-
try’sLeftists,liberals,andfeministsfindthem-
selvesstandingshouldertoshoulderwithor-
ganisationsthatsupporttheTaliban,carryout
Islamicpunishmentsfor“blasphemy”andha-
rassMuslimgirlswhowear jeans incolleges.
Theseorganisationsareinvitedonmediachan-
nelsastheyoungwomen’sspokespersons,the
samewaythatthemostregressivemalelead-
erswere allowed tobecome thevoice of the
communityagainstShahBano.
The tragedyof this situation is that those

whohavestruggledfordecadestoreducere-
ligiosityinpublicspaceshavebeenreducedto
fighting formore of it. But is there a choice,
giventhenatureof theGoliathtoday?

Thewriterisaseniorjournalist

In the past, the US security
policy was tied to a series of
bilateral alliances. Now it is
ready for a more networked
regional architecture.
Contrary to the Indian
image of the Quad as a rigid
alliance, the US strategy is to
‘work in flexible groupings
that pool our collective
strength to face up to the
defining issues of our time’.
Put simply, an India that
seeks to be a leading power
in the region will be a better
partner for the US than an
India that is weak and
defensive.

Did it have to come to this?
The Udupi college, where it
all started, had no rule
banning the hijab, though
only a few had worn it in
class earlier. The
management may have
eventually given in to the
girls, but that would have
required discreet
negotiations, the kind that
routinely take place between
parents and principals
without political parties
stepping in. That wasn’t
allowed to happen.
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Music expresses thatwhich cannot be put
intowords and thatwhich cannot remain

silent.—VictorHugoTHEEDITORIALPAGE

CHARAN AND JAGJIVAN
CHARAN SINGH AND Jagjivan Ram on
Sunday commenced their political ride to-
getherwithajointappearanceatahugepub-
licmeetinginHissar.Thetwoleaders,whose
differencescontributedtothedisintegration
oftheJanataParty,cameinthesamecarfrom
Delhi toHissarwhere theywere givena tu-
multuous welcome byworkers of the Lok
Dal and theCongress (J). But they said their
appearance together should not be con-
struedasanunderstandingforforthcoming
assembly elections or a precursor to the
merger of the Lok Dal and the Congress (J).
The two leaders said the present circum-

stanceshad forced themtocometogether.

PM ON PRESS
PRIMEMINISTER INDIRA Gandhi has ac-
cusedthepressinIndiaof functioningasthe
opposition. “It is not functioning as a free
press,” the PM said in an interview to the
Swedish television. Mrs Gandhi said: “The
press is the opposition in India... what is
called the national press. They lead the op-
position.It isnotjustreporting.Theirreport-
ingisabsolutelybaseless.”Statingthatitwas
biased,Mrs Gandhi said the presswas also
against her father Jawaharlal Nehru. “For a
countrywhichistryingtopickitselfupfrom

suchatremendoustraumaofhavingunder-
gonecolonial rule, cynicismandpessimism
isveryclose tocrime,” shesaid .

BANGLADESH FACTIONS
THE BANGLADESH PARLIAMENT begins its
wintersessionunderthe.shadowofadeep-
eningcrisisintherulingBangladeshNational
Party (BNP) and a growing role of the
NationalSecurityCouncil instateaffairs.The
crisis mainly centres on President Abdul
Sattar’s formation of an 18-man council of
ministersreplacingtheoldoneinadeclared
attempt to root out corruption in themin-
istry.

FEBRUARY 15, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

SOUND AND SENSIBILITY
ACambridgeUniversitystudypositscorrelationbetweenmusical

tastesandpersonalitytypes.Whatawaste

A CADEMIA, INALL its esoteric glory, can be rightfully criticised for locking
itself inanivorytower,behindamoatof jargonandgatesbarredwithsnob-
bery.Butthereissuchathingasanover-correction,ofpanderingsomuch
tothepopulartastessoastobecomeirrelevant.AstudyfromtheUniversity

of Cambridge crosses that line, and is intellectually at parwith—andasuseful as—on-
line personality quizzes a la “Which Hogwarts house do you belong to?” and “Which
1990sactionmoviebestdescribesyou?”
Thestudy,whichhadover3,50,000participants from50countries, claims that con-

temporarymusic tastes show a strong correlationwith personality types— “between
extraversion and contemporarymusic; between conscientiousness and unpretentious
music;betweenagreeablenessandmellowandunpretentiousmusic;andbetweenopen-
ness andmellow, contemporary, intense and sophisticatedmusic” — across the globe.
Then there are surprises, like the fact thatneuroticism is associatedwith “intense”mu-
sic.Inessence,extrovertsloveEdSheeranandBeyoncewhileneuroticsbroodoverNirvana.
There is, evidently, anexcessof fundsatCambridge.Avast survey to figureoutwhat

kindofmusicpeopleareintomakessenseforAppleorAmazonmusic,perhaps,butdoes
itforauniversity?Moreimportantly,whyareresearchersengagedinwhatbarelypasses
forpoppsychology? Itwasbadenough thatHRdepartments tookpleasure inadminis-
teringnonsensepersonalitytestsliketheMyers-Briggs,mustuniversitiesdescendto“lis-
ticles” inordertoruinthejoysofmusic?Mostimportantly,perhaps, it isannoyingwhen
anyoneovertheageof18searchesforthemeaningof theirexistenceinpopmusic. It’sal-
right forresearchtobemoredowntoearth,butthatdoesn’tmeanitneedstoplumbthe
depths.Anyway,there’saneasywaytotesttheCambridgecorrelation.Justlistento“Single
Ladies”andwait tobecometheoutgoing lifeof theparty.

CRajaMohan
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“Data shows that since the pandemic, there has been a steady rise in the number
of suicide cases as well — the act considered a taboo isn’t widely discussed. Still,
suicide is a significant indicator of mental health problems prevalent in Nepal.”

—KATHMANDUPOSTTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

The BJP knew that UP was
going to be tricky this time.
There were too many signals
of distress from the ground
and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s pre-election
Santa Claus act did little to
alleviate voter worries. The
BJP’s response was to simply
change the terms of electoral
engagement and revert to the
familiar tactics of
polarisation. Its election
machine is firing on all
cylinders, and from all
directions, to blitz any talk of
disappearing jobs, rising
prices and the devastation
caused by the pandemic.

COMMENTS BY ECONOMISTS about the
budget explain the condition of the Indian
economy. They also reveal ideological divi-
sions about how thehealth of an economy
should bemeasured and the prescriptions
to improve it. The financeminister’s recti-
tude has been commended: There are no
“populist hand-outs” nor have taxes on in-
comesandwealthincreased.Thereisagree-
mentthatinvestmentsinphysicalinfrastruc-
turewillbenefittheeconomyinthelongrun,
and in the short run too, by creatingmore
employment.However,thereisfearthatthe
way themoneywill be used by the Centre
will disempower the states further, just
whentheymustdomostoftheheavylifting
onpublicwelfare.And, there isdisappoint-
ment that allocations for health and social
securityremaingrossly inadequate.
Former Finance Minister P

Chidambaram summarised the budget as,
“Nowork, nowelfare, onlywealth”. Large
“wealth creators” aremade free to create
wealthforthemselves—wealthwhich,sup-
posedly, will trickle down to themasses.
Evidence fromaroundtheworld is that the
economic policy paradigm, of first increas-
ing the overall size of the pie by reducing
taxesatthetopandthen“redistributing”the
wealth,hasnotdeliveredbenefitstopeople.
Trickle-downhasdriedupwhilegushingup
has increased,withpolicies tomake it easy
for investors todo theirbusinessofmaking
more profits for themselves. Gandhiji had
declaredthathewasnotagainstwealthcre-
ators.Helaudedwealthcreation.However,it
mustnotbeat thecostofworkersandwel-
fare.Wealthcreatorsmustbetrusteesofthe
wealththeycreate,notitsexclusiveowners.
The Indian economy is suffering froma

chronic “demand-side”problemthat is be-
comingworsewithmisguided economic
policies. Youngpeoplewhohave beenget-
tingeducatedinlargernumbersthanbefore,
even learning vocational skills, cannot find
jobs.Theyaredroppingoutofthejobmarket
seeingnohopeinit.TheCMIEestimatesthat
inUP,thenumberofpersonsofworkingage
whohaveajobhasdecreasedinthelastfive
years from 43 per cent to 33 per cent; in
Punjab from49per cent to 30 per cent; in
Goa from49per cent to32per cent; and in
Uttarakhandfrom40percentto30percent.
If people don’t earn, demandwill not in-
crease, and investments in businesseswill
notbeattractive.Moreover,frustratedyouth
aretinderboxesforsocialunrest.
Aroundtheworld,thereisreactiontothe

financial globalisation of the last 30 years.
Speaking to leadersof theConfederationof
IndianIndustry(CII)inMay2007,thenPrime
MinisterManmohanSingh,celebratedasthe
freedomproviderforbusinesswiththe1991
reforms, hadwarned: “The timehas come
for the better-off sections of our society to
understand the need tomake our growth
processmore inclusive; toeschewconspic-
uousconsumption;tocareforthosewhoare

less privileged.”He invited corporate India
to “be apartner inmakingours amorehu-
mane and just society”. Business fearedhe
wasreturningIndiato“socialism”—abogey
for neo-liberal economists and their
“WashingtonConsensus”of“minimumgov-
ernment”, “ease of doing business”, and
lowercorporateandwealthtaxes.
Inhisbook,DavosMan, PeterGoodman

explainshowthewealthiestpeoplehavein-
fluenced economic policies in democratic
countries from the 1990s tomake them-
selveswealthier. ThomasPikettyhasdocu-
mented howwealth inequalities have in-
creased alarmingly inCapital and Ideology.
Wealthhasaccumulatedatthetop,withre-
gressivetaxpoliciesalongwithderegulation.
Governmentexpenditureonsocialreforms
has been crimped. Piketty reveals how the
most inclusiveperiodsofeconomicgrowth
—when a rising tide lifted all boats—have
alwayscoincidedwithperiodsofhightaxa-
tion of wealth to fund public education,
health, and social security. He also reveals
thatwhen inequalities increase intolerably,
governmentsdividetoruleandpersecution
ofminorities increaseswith politics of na-
tional identities.
Goodman says the “DavosMan” has

propagated the “cosmic lie” that “cutting
taxesandderegulatingmarketswillnotonly
produce extra riches for themost affluent
buttricklebenefitsdowntotheluckymasses
—somethingthathas, inreal life,happened
zerotimes.”
He says theDavosMan “wouldhaveus

believeinafalsebinarychoiceasadefenceof
thestatusquo,thatweeitheracceptglobal-
isation aswehave known it for decades or
wethrowinourlotwithLudditesoperating
inthethrallofbackwardideas”.
Theglobaleconomymustmoveonfrom

hyper-financial, deregulated capitalism,
whichhasgiveneasymoneytoomuchfree-
dom. Neo-liberal Indian economists also
frighten uswith false binary choices: That
wemustcarryonthewayweare,orwewill
go back to the pre-1991 control era. They
mustmove out from their ideological ruts.
One,thatuntiltheeconomygrowstherewill
benoresourcestoinvestinhumandevelop-
ment—whereas China invested in human
development before its economic take-off.
Two, that an unprepared industrial sector
willthriveinglobalfreetrade—whereasthe
UKandUS(and JapanandChina too), grew
their industrial sectorsbehindwallsof pro-
tection, and then demanded that the rest
opentheirmarketstothemightof theiren-
terprises.
Political divisions by religion and caste

are tearing India’s social fabric again. The
Indianeconomymustgrowinclusivelytore-
pair it. To grow, itmustmakeup for short-
falls in humandevelopment, andbuild do-
mestic industrial capabilities. Until then, it
will remain a colony for stronger countries
toexpandtheirenterpriseswiththeir intel-
lectual property. Indiawill remain strategi-
callyvulnerableagainstitsmightyneighbour
acrosstheborder,whichdidnotadoptDavos
Man’s theories. Indian policymakersmust
urgentlydiscover India’s own, contextually
appropriatemodelofdevelopmentandshed
defuncteconomictheories.

Thewriter isa formerPlanning
Commissionmember

MANDATE 2022 INUttar Pradeshmaywell
provideanswerstoaquestionthatisassum-
ingurgencyasefforts torevive theeconomy
continue to sputter, and the countdown to
the2024LokSabhaelectionbegins.Canpol-
itics be firewalled from the economywith a
steadydietofmuscularmajoritarianismand
tiredoldtropesabouttheCongress?
Set against the twinbackdropsof visible

economicdistressandanagrarianagitationof
the kind not seen for decades, the UP polls
haveturnedintoatestcasetodeterminethe
pointatwhichpoliticsandeconomics inter-
sect.Ordo they?Theoutcome inUPwill ei-
therbolstertheBJP’sconvictionthatitsheady
Hindutva cocktail trumpsbread-and-butter
issuesor itwill present theOppositionwith
aplatformtoputupaconvincingfightinthe
nextgeneralelection,provideditcancraftthe
messagefromUPintoaneffectiveslogan.
The BJP knew that UPwas going to be

trickythistime.Thereweretoomanysignals
of distress from the ground and Prime
MinisterNarendraModi’spre-electionSanta
Claus act did little to alleviate voterworries.
TheBJP’sresponsewastosimplychangethe
termsof electoral engagementandrevert to
thefamiliartacticsofpolarisation.Itselection
machineisfiringonallcylinders,andfromall
directions, to blitz any talk of disappearing
jobs,risingpricesandthedevastationcaused
bythepandemic.
For the firstphaseof polling, theBJPcar-

pet-bombedwestern UP by sending all its
heavyweights, including Unionministers,
door-to-door. They resurrected yesterday’s
emotive issues and ignored the disquiet on
the ground. In Parliament, PrimeMinister
NarendraModi did not even attempt to de-
fend his government. He deflected all criti-
cismbytraininghisgunsontheCongressand
shruggedoffresponsibilityforeverything,in-
cluding themigrationhavocduring the first
Covid lockdown.
AndfromfarawayKarnataka,theBJPfired

apotentsalvobyrakingupablazingrowover
the hijab. AsHindu-Muslim tensions rise in
the southern state, it is easy to join the dots
fromKarnataka toUPandguess that thehi-
jabcontroversyhasbeenpulledoutlikearab-
bit fromamagician’shattoexacerbatecom-
munaltensionsinUP’sminority-dominated
pocketspolling inthesecondphase.
The extent of economic distress on the

ground can be gauged from a survey pub-
lished in The Indian Express recently.
Conducted byMumbai-based thinktank
People’s Research on India’s Consumer
Economy (PRICE), the report paints a heart-
breaking picture of the blow to income lev-
els of the bottom40per cent in the last five
years— that is between the years 2016 and
2021.It’saneyeopeneronhowthepoorhave
faredthroughthedoublewhammyofdeclin-
ing economic indicators post-demonetisa-
tionandaonce-in-a-lifetimepandemic.
Although it is a national survey, its find-

ings can be extrapolated to understand
groundrealities inUP,whichranksasoneof
thecountry’sthreepooreststates,according
toNITI Aayog. Here are some startling facts.
The income level of the poorest 20 per cent
dived 53 per cent in five yearswhile that of
the 20 per cent at the next level fell 32 per
cent. The rich reaped awindfall in the same
period.Theincomeoftherichest20percent

householdsgrew39percent.
Now,contrastthiswiththedecadebefore,

from2005to2016.Thesurveyhighlightsthat
thisdecadesawtheincomeofthepoorest20
percentsurge183percentwhile thatof the
richest20per centgrew34per cent. For the
poor, thismeant an unprecedented annual
growth rate of 9.9 per cent in household in-
comes.
Itisreasonabletoassumethatmostofthe

poor hit by the five-year slump in incomes
belong toDalit,OBCandMuslimcommuni-
ties.Afterall, thesegroupsareat thebottom
ofthepyramideverywhere.Thequestionthat
presents itself asUPgoes topolls iswhether
thesteepfallintheireconomicstatuswillin-
fluencetheirvotingpatterns in2022.
Fiveyearsago,in2017,beforeincomelev-

els started plunging, the BJP had swept to a
stunning victory, riding awave of popular
supportfromaslewofDalitandOBCgroups.
While the cutting edge of its campaignwas
Hindutva,thepartyworkedonthegroundto
stitchuparainbowcoalitionofupper-castes,
non-Yadav backward castes and non-Jatav
Dalits. Itwasaproject inprogresssince2014
andculminated in the2017sweep.BJPgota
record40per cent vote share and312of the
403assemblyseats,somethingnopartyhad
achieved inUPformore thanthreedecades.
Thesocialcoalitionheldtogetherinthe2019
parliamentarypollsaswelltogiveModiasec-
ondtermwithabiggermajority.
As the PRICE survey highlights, the

ground has shifted considerably since 2017.
The effects of demonetisationwere already
pinchingwhenthepandemicexplodedlikea

nuclearbomb.Covidwastheproverbialstraw
thatbroke thecamel’sbackaseconomicac-
tivity ground to a halt for two quarters in
2020-21,causingtheGDPtoshrinkby7.3per
cent.Theincomeofthepoorcontracteddras-
ticallyassmallandmediumenterpriseswent
bustandtheserviceindustryshutdown.The
urbanpoorweretheworsthit.
ElectionsinIndiahavebeenfoughttradi-

tionallyonemotiveappealsratherthaneco-
nomic issues. UP, in particular, has been
trapped intheMandal-Kamandalparadigm
formorethanthreedecadesnow,withiden-
tity and communalmotifs dominating the
narrative ineverypoll.
WhileAkhileshYadavandhisSamajwadi

Partyaretryingtobreakoutofthisparadigm
bybringingtheeconomycentre-stageinthe
ongoing state polls, it remains to be seen
whether they are able to stay the course in
thefaceof thehighlychargedandpolarising
campaignof theBJP. There are already signs
thatAkhileshisfaltering,asthesaffronnarra-
tive slowlygains tractionwhile the focuson
basic issuesblurs.
Akhilesh could learn a trick or two from

his friend in neighbouring Bihar, RJD’s
Tejashwi Yadav, who led a spirited attack
against theBJP-JD(U) in the2020statepolls,
withaone-linesloganpromising10lakhgov-
ernment jobs to the youth. The RJD lost but
Tejashwi’s single-minded concentration on
thebigeconomicissueofthedaygavehisop-
ponents several sleepless nights and nearly
wonhimtheelection.

Thewriter isasenior journalist

Myth of the
trickle-down
It isincreasinglyevidentthat
policiestoincreasepieandthen
redistributedonotwork

DEEPER TIES
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Friendly
Pitch’ (IE, February 14). The gift of a
cricketbatwithViratKohli's signature
by India’s foreign minister to his
Australian counterpart goes beyond
symbolism. It is yet more evidence of
thedeepeningtiesbetweenNewDelhi
andCanberra. Ever since the launchof
theQUADmorethanadecadeago, the
two nations have been slowly but
surelystrengtheningtheirconnections.
While the interests of the two coun-
triesconvergeagainstamilitantChina,
theyarenotobsessedwiththedragon.
By seeking common ground in trade
and tourism and by tapping the dias-
poralinks, IndiaandAustraliaareturn-
ing out to be important players in the
crucial Indo-Pacific field. Obviously,
vainChinaisnotverypleasedwiththis
bonhomie.

VijaiPant,Hempur

UNDER-APPRECIATED
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Hamara
Bajaj’ (IE, February 9). One of the
unique leadership qualities of Rahul
Bajaj, the builder of the iconic Bajaj
Group,washis insistenceonbusiness
ethics.Hewasnotonetoindulgeinpo-
litically friendlybehaviourtopromote
his business, unlike many of his con-
temporaries in the industry. His out-
spoken comments on the business
policy of the government of the day
did not endear him to either Indira

Gandhi or the never-forgiving
Narendra Modi. He was under-re-
warded by successive governments,
except when he was bestowed the
third-highest Padma reward, the
Padma Bhushan, during Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s tenure as primeminister.
Onhisdeath, thecurrentprimeminis-
ter did not go beyond expressing his
condolence in a few perfunctory
wordsandthegovernment-controlled
Akashvani did not utter aword about
his cremation in themorningnews. It
goestothecreditofRahulBajaj thathe
createdabusinessmodelwhichcom-
petedwith thebest globally.

YGChouksey,Pune

ABOLISH CRUELTY
THIS REFERS TO the article,
‘Decongesting prisons’ (IE, February
14).Overcrowding,anunfortunatere-
ality in Indianprisons, has onlywors-
ened during the pandemic. The gov-
ernment has dragged its feet over
releasingprisoners,particularly those
chargedunder theUAPAand sedition
laws, resulting in the death of at least
onewell-knownactivist.Thestatistics
on unnatural deaths on foreign pris-
onersandpregnantwomenareindeed
shameful and constitute an outra-
geous violation of human rights.
Prison reform is the need of the hour.
It is hoped that the courtswill abolish
mass detention.

IlaRailkar,Mumbai

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

GREATMENANDwomencangenerallybe
divided intotwogroups:Thereare thehel-
icopter-people, those who see the whole
landscape andmake sense of the big pic-
ture for us lesser mortals. And there are
thosewhodelve intothedetails,whomake
surethateachpiece isdeeplyandrichlyun-
derstood in all its nuance. God, we know,
lies in the details. Rahul Bajaj was unique
inhismasteryofboththe30,000-footview
and the small detail. His ability to see the
bigpicturewas legendary, asheconnected
the success of Indian industry with his
knowledge of Indian history and his con-
nections around the world. But he was
equally at homewith theminutest detail.
As theBajajGroupChairman,hecouldspot
the misplaced comma that changed the
meaningof a boardminute. I haveperson-
ally experienced the detail in planning a
dinner we hosted for the CII National
Council, down to the last bit of the menu
andthevarietyandbrandsofalcoholicbev-
erages.
Many havewritten of Rahul’s amazing

success in creating someof ourmost valu-
ablecompanies,hisessentialcontributions
inbuildingCII andother institutions, of his

deepintegrity,ofhis fearlessness,ofhisbe-
ingthearticulatevoiceof andfor Indian in-
dustry and India in forums around the
world. Underlying this life of amazing
achievementwasawarm,generous, forth-
rightandprincipledhumanbeingwhowas
a lot of fun. I know no one else who could
warmuparoomasquicklybywalking into
it. His entry brought zing to a boardmeet-
ing, sparkle to a dinner party, interest to a
conversation, and depth to an exchange of
letters. His forthright nature made some
fear him, but hewas one of themost open
people I havemet. If youpushed back and
argued with him, he would listen and re-
spectyou. If yourolledoverwithyourpaws
intheairof theprevailingpoliticalwinds,he
would,quitecorrectly, ignoreyou.Theonly
area where we differed was in the role of
protection for Indian industry. When I
wroteoneofmyarticlescriticisingtariff in-
creases,hewrotetomesayinghedisagreed,
but also sayinghe liked thearticle andwas
glad I hadwritten it.
Hewaskindandgenerous.Thisshowed

inthegenerosityof theBajajcompaniesand
trusts (the group consistently ranks in the
top 10 CSR spenders in the country). He

chaired theCSRcommitteesof thecompa-
nies, knowing in detail which project was
being funded and why, and how it was
performing.
His forthrightness showed in the ex-

pressionofhisprinciples.Thiswashismost
publicly appealing quality. His principles
showed in the way he operated, using a
Skoda car he kept in Delhi as he did not
want to show off when he went to
Parliament, refusing a personal attendant
till health left himno choice andnot being
surroundedbyassistantstocarryhispapers
andbags.
For me, and for all those who knew

Rahul well, his most endearing attribute
was his sense of fun. Even at 75, he was
among the last to leaveaparty and the last
on the dance floor. He loved telling stories
thathadanaside, thenanasidetotheaside.
ButRahulwouldgetbacktothemainstory.
This takes a very powerful mind and con-
centration of uniqueproportions.
I have dozens of fondmemories of his

sense of fun and engagement, but my
warmest recollection is the CII President’s
Retreat in2017 inBhutan. Wewereasmall
group,whichincludedRahulBajajandBodie

Nanda,whomany refer to as CII’s founder-
president.RahulandBodiewerecolleagues
in CII for 50 years. The weekend was one
long tennismatch of playful insults, flying
backandforthbetweenthesetwowonder-
fulhumanbeings. IfBodiewasCII’sfounder-
president, Rahulwas its “owner”, a title he
disliked. Wemeant “owner” not only be-
causehe is theonlypersonever tobepres-
identofCIItwice,andhasbeenitsmostgen-
erous and engaged past-president. Hewas
theownerof thesoulofCII, theonewhoen-
suredthatwe,asoffice-bearers,stayedtrue
to our principle of speaking for India first,
then for Indian industry, then for CII, and
never for our own firms. And, that all the
workwedidwithintheinstitutionasmem-
bersandsecretariat reflected thatpurpose.
Rahul may have gone, but his principles
must always be with us. All of us who see
ourselvesashissuccessorsmustbeworthy
ofwhatheespoused.

Thewriter is co-chairman, Forbes
Marshall; past president, CII; chairmanof
Centre for Technology Innovation and

EconomicResearch and
AnantaAspenCentre

Naushad Forbes

Onewho joined the dots
RahulBajaj led industrywithaneye fordetail, awarenessof bigpicture

UPpollresultswillshowifHindutvaandpolarisingrhetoricwillbe
enoughtofirewalltheBJPfromeconomicdistress

The bread-and-butter test

CR Sasikumar

Arati R Jerath
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INTEGRATED HQ OF MOD (ARMY)
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S BRANCH

DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF SUPPLIES AND
TRANSPORT

REGISTRATION AS APPROVED ASC CONTRACTORS
1. Applications are invited from interested firms for registration

with Directorate General of Supplies and Transport as
Registered ASC Contractors for annual contracts for supply
of Meat Dressed/Chicken (Broiler) Dressed in
Chilled/Frozen state for approx 259 stations to the Indian
Army.

2. The firms applying for registration are required to be
registered under serial number 3 and 4 in schedule 1 of
FSSAI Act 2006, containing list of food business falling
under the purview of Central Licensing Authority. Interested
firms should have their own integrated slaughtering and
processing facilities to handle only Goat/Sheep and Broiler
where there are no chances of any mix up with the slaughter
and process of other large animals for production of
Beef/Pork etc.

3. Tenders are invited between Oct to Dec at Headquarter
Commands for contracts for the period from 01 Apr to 31
Mar.

4 Interested parties may submit application on the printed letter
head of firm to Director General Supplies and Transport
(DGST) alongwith FSSAI certificate. Any additional
information may be obtained from the undersigned.

Colonel (Contracts)
Directorate General of Supplies and Transport

Quartermaster General’s Branch
Integrated Headquarters of MoD (Army)

New Delhi - 110011
Telephone No 011-23018353

E-mail ID -contracts.56@gov.in
Advertisement No 63016/Q/ST5 davp 10602/11/0069/2122
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DARYAKORSUNSKAYA
&NATALIAZINETS
MOSCOW,KYIV, FEBRUARY14

RUSSIASUGGESTEDonMonday
that itwas ready tokeep talking
to theWest to try todefusease-
curity crisis in which it has
massedahugeforcewithinstrik-
ing distance of Ukraine,while a
Ukrainian official said Kyivwas
preparedtomakeconcessions.
In a televised exchange,

President Vladimir Putin was
shownaskinghisforeignminister,
SergeiLavrov,whethertherewasa
chanceofanagreementtoaddress
Russia’s security concerns, or
whetheritwasjustbeingdragged
intotortuousnegotiations.
Lavrov replied: “Wehaveal-

readywarnedmore than once
that wewill not allow endless
negotiations on questions that
demandasolution today.”
But he added: “It seems to

me that our possibilities are far
fromexhausted... At this stage, I
would suggest continuing and
building themup.”
Washington has said Russia

could invade Ukraine “any day
now”, and British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson on
Monday called the situation
“very, verydangerous”.
Russia has positionedmore

than 100,000 troops near to
Ukraine'sbordersbutdeniesplan-
ningtoinvade,accusingtheWest,
whichhassentaflurryofofficials
toMoscowandKyiv,ofhysteria.
Western countries have al-

readypromised sanctions onan

unprecedentedscaleifRussiadoes
invade, and theGroupof Seven
largeWestern economies (G7)
joined the chorusbywarningof
“economicandfinancialsanctions
whichwillhavemassiveand im-
mediate consequences on the
Russianeconomy”.
Ukraine's ambassador to

Britain backtracked on remarks
suggesting that Kyiv would re-
consideritsattempttojoinNATO
— one of Russia’s primary con-
cerns — but did say that other
concessionscouldbeonoffer.
“We are not a member of

NATO right now and to avoid
warweare ready formanycon-
cessions,andthatiswhatweare
doing inconversationswith the
Russians,” he told the BBC in a
clarification.
“It has nothing to do with

NATO,which (membership ap-
plication) is enshrined in the
constitution.”

The Kremlin said that
Ukraine renouncing its aspira-
tiontojointheWesternmilitary
alliancewouldsignificantlyhelp
addressRussia's concerns.
Moscow has made clear it

seestheformerSovietrepublic's
quest for closer ties with the
West,notably throughNATO,as
adirect threat.
Eightyearsago,massprotests

onKyiv'sMaidansquareinfavour
of closer integration with the
West forced out pro-Russian
presidentViktorYanukovych.
Facedwiththeascendancyof

pro-Westernpoliticianspromis-
ing to advance democracy and
fight corruption just across its
border,Russiacapturedandthen
annexed Ukraine’s Crimean
peninsula, home to the Russian
BlackSea fleet.
Italsosupportedpro-Russian

rebels who have seized part of
Ukraine’s industrial, largely
Russian-speaking east in awar
that is still adding to its toll of
more than14,000 lives lost.
Monday’s talk of diplomatic

efforts continuing brought the
price of crude oil down off the
seven-year highs it had hit ear-
lieramidconcernsthatsanctions
would disrupt exports from
Russia, a major producer, in an
already tightmarket.
Major European stockmar-

ketsslumpedbybetween2%and
3%,butonWallStreettheS&P500
indexwasdownonly0.5%at1545
GMT.Sanctionscouldultimately
rebound on Western powers,
which rely heavily onRussia for
energysupplies. REUTERS

ASIMTANVEER
MULTAN,FEBRUARY14

APAKISTANIman sentenced to
lifeinprisonin2019forstrangling
his sister, amodel on socialme-
dia,was acquitted ofmurder on
Monday after his parents par-
donedhimunderIslamiclaw,an
attorneyfortheman’sfamilysaid.
WaseemAzeemwasarrested

in 2016 after he confessed to
killing Qandeel Baloch, 26, for
postingwhat he called “shame-
ful”picturesonFacebook.Hewas
convicted of murder and sen-
tencedtolifeinprisonbuthispar-
ents had sought his release, said
SardarMahboob, a lawyerwho
representsAzeemandhisfamily.
IslamiclawinPakistanallows

amurdervictim’s family topar-
donaconvictedkiller.
Baloch’smurder at the time

drewnationwidecondemnation,
butcriticssuspectedAzeemcould
walk out of prison after his con-
victionifhisparentsforgavehim.
Mahboob said Azeem could

be freedasearlyas thisweekaf-
terthecompletionofpaperwork.
The siblings’mother, Anwar

Bibi,welcomedthecourtorder.“I
amhappyovertheacquittalofmy
son, butwe are still sad for our
daughter’s loss,”shesaid. AP

MZULQERNAIN
LAHORE,FEBRUARY14

AMOB attacked and injured a
Shia scholar, who faced accusa-
tionsofblasphemy,inPakistan’s
Punjab province, where a day
earlier, a man was stoned to
deathover similaraccusations.
Dozens of people carrying

clubs, bricks and other objects
surrounded the house of the
scholar in Tandlianwala,
Faislabad district, some 180 km
from Lahore, accusing him of
desecrating religious texts.
Policelaterarrivedatthespot

andrescuedhim,anofficersaid.
Hewasthenshiftedtoanundis-
closed location, and his family
wasmoved to a different loca-
tion for their safety,police said.
The province haswitnessed

two deaths related to mob
lynchinginthepasttwomonths.
On Saturday,mentally chal-

lengedMushtaqAhmed, a resi-
dent of Bara Chak village, was
stoned to death and his body
hung from a tree by a mob of
more than300people in Jungle
Derawala village in Khanewal
districtintheprovince,sparking
nationwideoutrage.
“Policehavearrested105in-

cluding21mainsuspects in the
Khanewal lynching case,” a
seniorpoliceofficer toldPTIon
Monday.
He said police arrested the

suspectswith the help of CCTV
footage.
“Wewill ensure that all sus-

pectsinvolvedintheincidentare
arrested and put on trial in an
anti-terrorismcourtattheearli-
est,”hesaid.
Meanwhile, the Punjab chief

minister’sofficealsouploadedthe
picturesofthearrestedprimesus-
pects on its Twitter account and
said those involved in the crime
wouldbebroughttojustice.
OppositionPakistanPeople’s

Party chairmanBilawal Bhutto-
Zardarihasdemandedatranspar-
entinvestigationintotheincident.
“Pakistan’simageintheinter-

national community is being
damaged... If angrymobsare left
unchecked,thewholesocietywill
become insecure. All the stake-
holdersmust come together... to
stop themenace,”Bilawal said in
astatement.
Last December, Sri Lankan

national Priyantha Kumara, 47,
was lynched and his bodywas
setonfireinSialkotinPakistan’s
Punjab province after he faced
allegationsof blasphemy. PTI

Russia keepsdoor open
for diplomacyasUkraine
hintsat concessions
G7saysinvasionwouldtrigger‘massive’economicreprisals

Ukraine’sambassadorto
Britain,VadymPrystaiko,
arrivesat theUkraine
embassy inLondonon
Monday.Reuters

Day after man stoned
to death, mob attacks
Shia scholar over
‘blasphemy’ in Pak

Qandeel Baloch’s
brother, sentenced
to life for her
killing, acquitted
after receiving
parents’ pardon

COVID CURBS PROTESTS IN NZ REGAIN MOMENTUM
Peoplecampinfrontof theParliamentinWellington,NewZealand,onMonday,astheyprotestagainstCovid-19restrictionsand
vaccinemandates.Policehadinitiallylettheprotesterssetuptentsandcamponthegroundsof theParliamentbeforearresting
122peoplelastThursdayandthenbackingoffagain.Thesizeof theprotestdroppedtoafewhundredlastweekbutincreased
againtoaround3,000overtheweekend.PrimeMinisterJacindaArdernsignalledthethinningpatienceofauthorities.“Ivery
clearlyhaveaviewontheprotestersandthewaythatthey’veconductedtheirprotestbecauseithasmovedbeyondsharinga
viewtointimidationandharassmentof thepeoplearoundcentralWellington,”shesaid.“Thatcannotbetolerated.”Reuters

REUTERS&AP
OTTAWA,FEB14

CANADIAN PRIME Minister
Justin Trudeau will inform
provincialpremiersofhisinten-
tion to invoke specialmeasures
to give the federal government
extraordinary powers to deal
with protests that have shut
someborder crossingswith the
United States and paralysed
parts of Canada’s capital, CBC
NewssaidonMonday.
Citingunnamedsources,CBC

said Trudeau planned to invoke
theEmergenciesAct,ararelyused
provision that allows the federal
government to override the
provinces and authorize special
temporarymeasures to ensure
security during national emer-
genciesanywhereinthecountry.
The CBC saidOttawahad no

plans tosend in themilitary.
A six-day blockade of North

America'sbusiesttradecorridor
inWindsor, Ontario, ended on
SundaywhileprotestsinOttawa
entereda thirdweek.
Demonstrations against

Covid-19 restrictions and other
issues have blocked several
crossings along the US-Canada

border and hurt the economies
of both nations. They also in-
spiredsimilarconvoysinFrance,
New Zealand and the
Netherlands.TheUSDepartment
of Homeland Security warned
thattruckconvoysmaybeinthe
works intheUS.

PoliceinWindsor,Ontario,ar-
rested 25 to 30 protesters and
towed several vehicles Sunday
near the Ambassador Bridge,
which linksWindsor—andnu-
merous Canadian automotive
plants—withDetroit. Thebridge
reopenedtotrafficSundaynight.

Ataprotest inOttawaonSunday.AP

EMERGENCYPOWERShave
been invokedby the
Canadian government only
once inpeacetime— in
1970by thenPMPierre
Trudeau, the current PM’s
father, during events
knownas theOctober
Crisis. Before this, emer-
gencypowerswere invoked
during the twoworldwars.

Usedonly
oncein
peacetimeE●EX
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Canada’s Trudeau to invoke rarely used
emergency powers to end protests: report

FARAHMASTER
&TWINNIESIU
HONGKONG,FEBRUARY14

THE LATEST wave of Covid-19
infections has “overwhelmed”
HongKong,thecity’s leadersaid
on Monday as daily cases
surged by some 20 times over
the past two weeks, leaving
hospitals short of beds and
struggling to cope.
Carrie Lam, the head of the

administration in the Chinese
ruled city, issued a grimupdate
forresidentsalreadysubjectedto
tightrestrictionsonsocialgather-
ings as health authorities re-
ported a record 2,071 infections
onMonday,with4,500separate
preliminarypositivecases.
“The onslaught of the fifth

waveof theepidemichasdealta
heavy blow to Hong Kong and
overwhelmedthecity’scapacity
ofhandling,”Lamsaid,addingpa-
tientswerehavingtowaitlonger
toaccess isolationfacilities.
“The situation is highly un-

desirable and the government
feels worried and sorry about
it,” she said.
As the caseload soared, Lam

saidheradministrationwouldco-
ordinatewithChineseofficialsto
tacklethe“aggravatingsituation”.
Chinahassaid itwouldhelp

thecitywith testing, treatment
and quarantine, and secure re-
sources fromrapidantigenkits
and protective gear to fresh
vegetables.
Despite the latest surge,

deathsintheglobalfinancialhub
remain far less than similar-
sized cities since the pandemic
erupted twoyearsago.
But,with thehealthcare sys-

temalreadyoverstretched,med-
ical expertswarn the city could

see28,000dailyinfectionsbythe
endofMarch,with theunvacci-
natedelderlyaparticularworry.
Hospital beds for Covid-19

patients are already at 90 per
cent occupancy, data from the
city’s Hospital Authority
showed,whileisolationfacilities
arenear full capacity.
HongKongisprioritisingeld-

erly, children and those in seri-
ousconditions inhospitals, said
Larry Lee, chief manager at the
city’sHospitalAuthority.
There are around 1,000 pa-

tientswaitingtobehospitalised,
authorities said. REUTERS

Covid-19cases inHongKonghave increasedbyaround20
timesover thepast twoweeks.Reuters

Hong Kong ‘overwhelmed’ as
Covid-19 infections hit record

GERMANY

1dead,8illafter
drinkingspiked
champagneinbar
ONEMAN died and eight
otherswerehospitalised in
serious condition after
drinkingspikedChampagne
at a bar inBavaria, German
prosecutors saidMonday.
Themanwhodiedwas 52
years old, and the others
werebetween33and52,po-
licesaid.“Therewerethings
initthatnormallyarenotin
champagne,” prosecutor
Gerd Schaefer said.He said
therewasasuspicionofneg-
ligenthomicide. AP

FRANCE

Mankilledafter
‘attackingcops
withaknife’
POLICEONMonday killed
amanwhoattacked them
with a knife at Paris’ Gare
du Nord station, French
transport minister Jean-
BaptisteDjebbaritoldRMC
radio. “Thepersonwhoat-
tacked them died on the
spot,”Djebbarisaid,adding
thattwopoliceofficershad
received minor injuries.
Gare du Nord is one of
Europe’s biggest train sta-
tionsandhometointerna-
tional train services con-
necting to Britain and
Belgium.Djebarri said the
incidenthadcausedmajor
traffic disruptions on
Monday. REUTERS

Atthesceneof the
attack inParis.Reuters
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LARAJAKES&
CARLOTTAGALL
WASHINGTON,FEBRUARY14

ALREADY REELING from a
Talibantakeoveroftheirgovern-
mentandahumanitariandisas-
ter in their homeland, Afghan
diplomats in the United States
aregrapplingwithanotherbleak
reality: the loss of pay and the
possibilityof beingdeported.
Several dozendiplomats as-

signed toAfghanistan’s embassy
inWashingtonandconsulates in
NewYork and LosAngeles have
notbeenpaid sinceOctober, offi-
cialssaid,whenUSbanksfrozeac-
countstopreventtheTalibanfrom
accessingtheembassy’sfunds.
But the envoys, who were

part of the US-backed govern-
ment that was overthrown in
August,arekeepingtheembassy

open— continuing diplomatic
work but also preserving the
diplomatic status that allows
themtoremain in theUS.
Shouldtheembassyclosebe-

fore they are granted asylumor
other legal residency, thediplo-
mats could find themselves
stateless andwithout the per-
mitsneededtogeta job.
“This is not something that

wewanted. But it is something
that came,”AbdulHadiNejrabi,
the Afghan Embassy’s deputy
chief ofmission, said.
The situation is taking a toll

on diplomats who are also still
comingtogripswithrepresent-
ing an elected government that
has ceased to exist. Nejrabi said
theywere living largely on sav-
ingsoron loans fromrelatives.
Fornow, themission contin-

ues at the Afghan embassy in
Washington.Nejrabisaidthestaff

was processingdocuments and
otherconsularrequests,andother-
wisehelping settleAfghanswho
havefledtotheUS.
Theservicesbringin$2,000to

$3,000 in fees each month,
Nejrabisaid—enoughtokeepthe
lightsandotherutilitieson,buttoo
little topay salaries. That has left
thediplomats and their families
—about65peopleinall—scram-
blingtomakeendsmeet.
They are not alone: Public

workersacrossAfghanistanhave

alsonotbeenpaidasWashington
issues conflicting guidance over
whether American sanctions
should be enforced against
Afghan government bank ac-
counts that are now, in theory,
controlled by the Taliban. The
freezing of assets of the Afghan
Central Bank has precipitated a
liquidity crisis that has exposed
eightmillion people to possible
starvation in a country torn by
war,droughtandacutepoverty.
Thesanctionswereimposed

against the Taliban years ago,
when it was designated as a
global terrorist organization. In
October, after the group seized
power, Citibank froze the
Washingtonembassy’saccounts
andwithheldwhatMr. Nejrabi
saidwashundredsof thousands
ofdollarsdesignatedforsalaries
that the formerAfghan govern-
menthaddepositedmonthsbe-
fore itwasousted.
USofficialshave tried,unsuc-

cessfully,toassureCitibankthatit
would not be penalized if the
Afghanfundswereunlocked.The
bank’s spokesman, RobRunyan,
declinedtocomment.
“Our priority all along has

beento figureoutawayto facil-
itateasoftlandingfortheAfghan
diplomatswhoareintheUnited
States,” said Mark Evans, the
State Department’s director for
Afghanistan affairs. “Obviously,

they’re in very difficult circum-
stancesthroughnofaultof their
own, and we wanted to be as
supportiveaspossible.”
Still, the Biden administra-

tionhasrefusedtorecognisethe
Taliban as a legitimate govern-
ment. Until that happens— if it
ever does — officials said the
StateDepartmentwouldnotac-
credit any diplomats the group
sends toWashington.
While the Afghan govern-

ment owns the embassy build-
ing in Washington, the State
Department is responsible for
maintaining the property if its
envoys are unable to do so.
Control of Afghanistan’s diplo-
matic missions remains at the
forefront of the struggle for
powerbetweentheTalibanand
their opponents over interna-
tional recognitionandsupport.

NYT

Unpaid and potentially stateless, Afghan diplomats seek to stay in US

AbdulHadi
Nejrabi, the
Afghan
embassy’s
deputychief of
mission.NYT
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TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

DASHBOARD,ASONFEB13

TOTAL TESTS 75,18,03,766

INDIA TOTAL DOSES 172,95,87,490
(Adults 1st dose: 90,46,33,765;2nd: 74,04,77,746; 15-18agegroup
1st dose: 5,21,32,053;2nd: 1,50,14,801; precautionary: 1,73,29,125)

■Firstdose ■Seconddose FEBRUARY 13: 14,38,043

Newcases
34,113

Active cases
4,78,882

Deaths
346

Weekly CFR:0.35% | Overall CFR: 1.23% | Total deaths:5,09,011

TESTSONFEB 13 WEEKLYPOSITIVITY OVERALLPOSITIVITY
10,67,908 3.84% 5.68%

714
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

State ONFEBRUARY13 Weekly
Newcases Activecases Deaths positivity

Kerala 11,136 1,61,104 146 24.45%
Maharashtra 3,502 45,905 20 4.45%
Karnataka 2,372 35,731 27 4.02%
TamilNadu 2,296 41,699 11 3.29%
Rajasthan 2,177 21,064 7 7.39%

NEW CASES,DAILY

SURGE IN THE STATES

CASES IN THE CITIES, LAST 10DAYS
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LIC’s mega IPO
WhatdoestheIPOmeanforthegovernment, investors,andtheLife InsuranceCorporation?
Whocanapply,andwhatcanLICemployeesandeligiblepolicyholders lookforwardto?

GEORGEMATHEW&
SANDEEPSINGH
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY14

THEMEGAinitialpublicoffering(IPO)of Life
InsuranceCorporation (LIC) is comingwhen
markets arevolatile and foreignportfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) are pulling out from Indian
stocks in thewake of theUS Fed tightening
rates. But LIC’s 29-crore policyholder base is
expectedtohelptheIPOsail through.

Details of issue
Theinitialpublicofferofupto31.62crore

equity shares comprises the net offer, em-
ployeereservationportion,andpolicyholder
reservation portion. The IPOworks out to 5
per cent of the total capital of 632.49 crore
shares,withthegovernmentretainingthere-
maining95percent.
LIC has calculated an earning per share

(EPS)of Rs4.70anda returnonnetworthof
45.65percentforthefiscalendedMarch2021.
ThenetassetvaluepershareisRs12.68ason
September30,2021.
Sebiisexpectedtocleartheofferwithina

fewdays, and the IPOprocess and listing are
expectedtobeconcludedbyMarch2022.

For govt, LIC
Thegovernmentwillbeentitledtotheen-

tireproceedsof theoffer afterdeducting the
offerexpensesandrelevanttaxesthereon.LIC
will not receive anyproceeds from the offer.
The government is expected tomopupbe-
tween Rs 50,000 crore and Rs 1 lakh crore
fromthe IPO,dependingontheofferprice. It
will be a big boost to the government’s rev-
enuesandaidinbringingdownthedeficit.
ForLIC,thelistingofsharesmeanshigher

visibilityandprofile. Investorswillbeable to
actively trade in its shares on the stock ex-
changes. It alsomeansmore transparency --
LIC,whichisnowanswerableonlytothegov-
ernment,willhavetoinforminvestorsandex-
changesdetailsofallpricesensitiveinforma-
tion. In short, LIC will be accountable to
investors,whoareexpectedtodemandhigh
levelsof corporategovernance.

Whocanapply
Aportion of shares, not exceeding 5 per

centof theoffer,willbereservedforemploy-
ees. Another portion not exceeding 10 per

cent,willbe reserved foreligiblepolicyhold-
ers.Policyholdersandemployeesarelikelyto
get shares at a discount.While the corpora-
tionhasnotdiscloseddetails,a5percentdis-
countontheofferprice isexpected.
Aminimum35per cent of the issuewill

be reserved for retail investors. The corpora-
tionmayallocateupto60percentof theQIB

(qualifiedinstitutionalbuyers)portiontoan-
chor investors on adiscretionary basis. One-
thirdoftheanchorinvestorportionwillbere-
servedfordomesticmutual funds.

Possible challenges
The IPOwill hold the key to the govern-

mentachievingitsreviseddisinvestmenttar-

getofRs78,000croreforthecurrentfinancial
year--however,themarket’sappetiteforthe
megaissuecouldbeachallenge.
Given that inflation has been a growing

concernworldwide,andcentralbanksaround
theworld are looking to raise interest rates,
equitymarkets are likely to remain under
pressure in thenear future. A rise in interest
rates in theUS and in other developedmar-
ketswouldmeanthatFPIswillpulloutmoney
fromemergingmarkets especially from the
equitymarketsandmovethemintoUStreas-
urybonds.Notonlywill thisputpressureon
the secondarymarket, itwill reduce the liq-
uidityavailabilityforinvestmentsinprimary
marketissuances.GiventhatthesizeofLICis-
suecouldbewell aboveRs50,000crore, liq-
uiditywillbeofessence.
A decline in equitymarkets in the near

termwould also reduce the government’s
ability to command a higher premium. The
governmentmay have to settle on a lower
pricetomakeitattractivefortheinvestors.

For investors
Investorswillhavetocarefully lookatthe

pricingoftheissue,anddotheirduediligence
on valuation. QIP participationwill provide
retail investorswith an idea of themarket’s
interest intheissue.
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ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, FEBRUARY14

SEVERAL PARTS of Jharkhand are seeing
massive protests against the inclusion of
Bhojpuri and Magahi as “regional lan-
guages”indistrict-levelcompetitiveexam-
inations for government jobs. Hundreds of
protesters, includingwomen, have been
marching with placards, raising slogans
against the governmentmainly in Bokaro
andDhanbad,butalsoinGiridihandRanchi.
Theprotestshavegatheredmomentum

since the last week of January. Thousands
protested in theSilli areaof Ranchi district
on Sunday, and in Bagodar in Giridih dis-
trictonSaturday.

Whyaretheprotests takingplace?
On December 24, the Jharkhand

Personnel, Administrative Reforms, and
Rajbhasha Department issued a notifica-
tion to include Magahi, Bhojpuri, and
Angikaamongothersasregionallanguages

in the district-level selection process
throughexamsconductedbytheJharkhand
Staff SelectionCommission (JSSC).
Asectionofpeople,especiallyinBokaro

andDhanbad,sawtheinclusionofBhojpuri
andMagahi as an “infringement” on the
rights of Adivasis andMoolvasis. The pro-
testers argue that the “low population” of
MagahiandBhojpurispeakersinthesetwo
districts did not “warrant” the inclusion of
theselanguagesinthejobselectionprocess.
Anecdotal evidence suggests there is a

relatively small number of Magahi- and
Bhojpuri-speakingpeopleinthesedistricts;
however,noprecisedataareavailable.

Whatkindofexaminationsarethese?
There is no clarity so far. Eligibility re-

quirements are relativelymodest, and the
exams will be held for appointments to
lower-level jobs in the districts. But these
jobsareyet tobeadvertised.
“The notification is for the selection of

matriculation-(Class10)andIntermediate-
(Class12)passcandidatesatthedistrictlevel

through JSSC examinations. It is not appli-
cable to theselectionprocessat the levelof
thestate.Asofnownovacancieshavebeen
advertisedagainst thenotification,”Pawan
Jha, who has been coaching students for
competitiveexaminationssince2002,said.
Jha added this would be the first time

that the exams would have Bhojpuri,

Angika, andMagahias languagepapers.

Whoisprotesting?
The Jharkhandi Bhasha Sangharsha

Samiti, an organisation of Moolvasis and
Adivasiswhich claims to be apolitical, has
organisedmorethan50protestgatherings
over the last few days. Tirth Nath Akash, a
spokesperson for the Samiti, said the
protestswereintendedtopressurethegov-
ernment on the inclusion of these lan-
guages inBokaroandDhanbad.
“It isour(Adivasi)government,andit is

important to force them to listen… The
population that speaks Magahi and
Bhojpuri inBokaroandDhanbadisminus-
cule, sowhatsensedoes itmaketoinclude
these languages? It will only make jobs
scarcer for Jharkhandis.Wearenotoppos-
ing the inclusion of these languages in
Latehar,GarhwaorPalamu,becauseasub-
stantialpopulationspeakstheselanguages
in thoseareas.”
The protestersarealsodemandingthat

1932bemadethecut-offdatewhiletaking

into account proof of land records for the
state’s domicile policy. In 2016, the
Raghubar Das government had come out
with a domicile policy that included crite-
riasuchasemploymentforthelast30years,
andessentiallymade1985thecut-offyear.
Aftercomingtopowerin2019,theHemant
Soren government set up a cabinet sub-
committee to re-definedomicile.

Is thereanyoppositiontotheprotests?
A group called the Bhojpuri, Magahi,

MaithiliAngikaManch,whichisbackedby
RJDLoktantrik, a Jharkhand splinter of the
RJD,hascriticisedtheallegedpolarisingna-
ture of the protests. Manch president
KailashYadavhasclaimedthatmorethan1
crore people in Jharkhand speakBhojpuri,
Magahi, andAngika, and recalled the “im-
mense contribution” of Bhojpuri and
Magahi speakers to thestate.
JharkhandEducationMinisterJagarnath

MahatohaspostedonTwitter: “Jharkhand
ki sarkar Jharkhandion ne banaaya hai aur
yahaan unki baat suni jayegi. (Jharkhandis

havemade this government, and it is their
voice thatwill beheard.)”
The JMM-Congress have not officially

taken a stand. Somepeople in theBJPhave
opposedtheinclusionofUrdu,buthavebeen
largelysilentonMagahi,BhojpuriandAngika.
FormerBJPallyAllJharkhandStudentsUnion
Partyhasopposedtheinclusion.

So,where is thisprotestheaded?
Author and human rights activist

GladsonDungdungsaid theproteston the
language issue is “full of contradictions”.
According to Dungdung, someMLAs have
been “directly involved in crowd-gather-
ing”, “so the claim that this movement is
apolitical isnot true”.
Dungdungpointedoutthattheprotest-

ers do not have a problemwith Bengali or
Odia beingmade regional languages, nor
do they oppose other districts having
BhojpuriandMagahiasregionallanguages.
AccordingtoDungdung,whilepolitical

partieswilltakesomemileage,theprotests
willultimately “fizzleout”.

KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY14

INDIA ANDAustralia have announced that
they are set to conclude an interim trade
agreement inMarch and a Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA)
12-18months thereafter.

What it’s likely to cover
An interimor earlyharvest tradeagree-

mentisusedtoliberalisetariffsonthetrade
of certain goods between two countries or
trading blocs before a comprehensive FTA
(Free Trade Agreement) is concluded.
CommerceMinister Piyush Goyal has said
that the interim agreement, set to be an-
nounced inabout30days,will cover “most
areasof interest forbothcountries” includ-
ing goods, services, rules of origin, sanitary
and phytosanitarymeasures and customs
procedures.
Bilateral trade between the two coun-

triesstoodatabout$12.5billioninFY21and
has already surpassed $17.7 billion in the
first10monthsof FY22. Indiahas imported
merchandiseworthabout$12.1billionfrom
Australia in thefirst10monthsof the fiscal,

and exportedmerchandiseworth $5.6 bil-
lion. Key imports from Australia include
coal, gold and LNG while key exports to
Australia include diesel, petrol and gems
and jewellery.
BothGoyalandAustralia’sTradeMinister,

Dan Tehan, noted that two sides had “re-
spected each other’s sensitivities” during
tradenegotiations. TehansaidAustraliaun-
derstood that dairy, beef andwheat were
sensitive sectors for India, indicating that
Australia would likely not seekmarket ac-
cess forproducts in thesecategories.
Goyal said theagreementwithAustralia

wassettobringopportunitiesacrosssectors
includingmining, pharmaceuticals, health,
education, renewables, railways, gems and

jewellery,tourism,defenceandtextiles.India
isalsolikelytoseekeasiervisaaccessforboth
studentsandprofessionalsvisitingAustralia.
Australia is likely to seekmarket access for
wines and agricultural products which are
notproducedona largescale in India.
Tehanalsonotedthatbothcountriesare

alsolookingatmutualrecognitionofeduca-
tional qualifications toboost thenumberof
Indian students seeking education in
Australiaandviceversa,andtoboosttourism
in both countries. India and Australia have
also signed anMoU to boost tourism be-
tweenthe twocountries.
Australiahasemphasisedthattheagree-

mentwould leadtodeepercooperationbe-
tweenthetwocountries incriticalminerals

andrareearthelements,whicharecriticalto
future industries including renewable en-
ergyandelectricvehicles.
“Wehaveplentifulsuppliesof theserare

earthsandcriticalminerals inAustralia.But
weneedplacesforthemtobeprocessed,we
needtomakesurethattheygointomanufac-
turinghere in India,”Tehansaid.

Quad& bilateral relations
IndiaandAustraliaarebothmembersof

the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad)
alongwiththeUSandJapan.Bothcountries
have noted that the coalition has given im-
petus to increasing trade relationsbetween
allmembersoftheQuad.Australianotedthat
it already had FTAs with both the US and
Japan and that all four countries could start
buildingaframeworkforeconomiccooper-
ationwithin thecountriesof theQuadafter
theyannouncedadealwith India.

FTAs in theworks
India is currently in theprocessof nego-

tiating FTAswith the UAE, the UK, Canada,
the EU and Israel, besides Australia. India is
also looking to complete an early harvest
agreementwith the UAE and the UK in the
firsthalf of 2022.

@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained
If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that youwould like
explained, pleasewrite to explained@indianexpress.com
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What is driving the new language-domicile protest in Jharkhand?

Protesters inBagodarofGiridih
districtonSaturday.Express

Marketsarevolatile,but IPOisexpectedtothriveonLIC’spolicyholderbase.Reuters

SIMPLYPUT

E EXPLAINED

HOWTOP INSURERS FARED IN FY21
Total Individual Group
Premium (%) (%)
(`bn)

LIC 4,032.9 66.5 33.5
SBILife 502.5 81.7 18.3
HDFCLife 385.8 73.7 26.3
ICICI
Prudential 357.3 85.2 14.8
Life
MaxLife 190.2 96.8 3.2
Bajaj 120.2 68.3 31.7
AllianzLife
Others 698.3 86.3 13.7
Private
players 2,254.3 83.9 16.1
total
Total 6,287.3 72.6 27.4

5th intermsof life insurancepremium,10th intermsof totalassets

CommerceMinister
PiyushGoyalwith
AustralianTrade
MinisterDanTehan.
Twitter/@PiyushGoyalOffc

Company Grosswritten Total Life insurance
premium assets premium

AllianzSE(Germany) 99,583 1,272,014 88,853

PingAnInsurance(China) 115,635 1,380,851 74,134

ChinaLife Insurance 88,734 616,291 69,651

AssicurazioniGenerali 84,845 653,652 58,268
SpA(Italy)

LIC 56,405 507,333 56,405

NipponLife Insurance 39,838 705,002 39,838

AXASA(France) 112,698 965,747 37,829

JapanPost Insurance 24,369 633,845 34,223

Dai-chiLifeHoldings (Japan) 41,644 559,853 27,024

NorthWesternMutual (US) 19,323 308,767 15,720

HOWLIC FARESGLOBALLY

In $ million for 2020

India-Australia interim trade agreement & FTA

New Delhi



E-TENDER PRESS NOTICE
The EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD-XIII, I&FC Department Govt. of Delhi, on behalf of the President of India,
invites Online Percentage rate tender from the approved and eligible contractors registered with IRRIGATION
AND FLOOD CONTROL DEPARTMENT. The contractors who are registered with other department and now got
their registrations verified from I&FC Deptt. are eligible to participate in Tender process for the work:-
1. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/38(4th Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_216635_1) Major Head of Account

4217(Development Unauthorized Colonies) Name of Work: Improvement of Streets and construction of side
drain Nathu Ram Park, Najafgarh, AC-35 (Reg. No. 172). Construction of main road from Najafgarh Tilak Nagar
road to Nathu Ram Park, Najafgarh Block (Balance Work). Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 91,76,034/- Earnest Money
(in Rs.) 1,83,521/- Time allowed 120 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-
Procurement System 18-02-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

2. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/71(2nd Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_216617_1) Major Head of Account
2711(Revenue) Name of Work: Providing Neelgiri/Mexican Grass turf on plot adjacent to Kakraula Model
Nursery Right of Mungeshpur Drain. Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 24,95,736/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 49,915/- Time
allowed 30 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement System 18-02-2022
on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

3. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/73(2nd Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_216624_1) Major Head of Account
2711(Revenue) Name of Work: Demolishing and Reconstruction of RCC Retaining wall cum protection wall
from RD 0m to RD 150m on left bank of Mungeshpur Drain. Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 51,83,147/- Earnest Money
(in Rs.) 1,03,663/- Time allowed 90 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-
Procurement System 18-02-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

4. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/74(2nd Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_216630_1) Major Head of Account
2711(Revenue) Name of Work: Demolishing and Re-Construction of west side RCC Retaining wall on the land
boundary of plot at Kakraula Model Nursery. Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 51,83,147/- Earnest Money (in Rs.)
1,03,663/- Time allowed 90 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement
System 18-02-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

Note :-
1) Details of above mentioned works & eligibility criteria can be seen and downloaded from the web site

https://govteprocurement.delhi.govi.n
2) Amendment(s)/alteration(s)/corrigendum if any, will be available at website only.
3) EMD in the form of Bankers Cheque/DD/Fixed Deposit receipt in F/o EE/CD-XIII, I&FC Deptt Shall be scanned

and uploaded to the e-tender website within the period of bid submission. The original EMD should be
deposited in the office of EE/CD-XIII, I&FC Deptt. within the period of bid submission.

Sd/- EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD. XIII.
Dip/Shabdarth/0647/21-22

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
7583/HRY

SR.
No.

1

NAME OF
BOARD/

CORP./AUTH

GMDA
GURUGRAM

NAME OF WORK
NOTICE TENDER

CONSTRUCTION
OF MASTER

DIVIDING ROAD
OF SECTOR

82/82A (MISSING
LINK),

GURUGRAM

AMOUNT/
EMD (APPROX.)

IN RUPEES

482.61 LACS

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

11.02.2022
04.03.2022

WEBSITE OF
THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

https://www.gmda.
gov.in

NODAL OFFI-
CER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

8683096574
xen1infra1.gmda@

gov.in

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in7582/HRY

SR.
No.

1

2

NAME OF
BOARD/CORP./

AUTH

BHAGAT PHOOL
SINGH MAHILA

VISHVA
VIDYALAYA

BHAGAT PHOOL
SINGH MAHILA

VISHVA
VIDYALAYA

NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER

RE-INVITE TENDER FOR REFILLING OF EXISTING
FIRE PROTECTION DEVICES IN VARIOUS BUILDINGS
I.E TEACHING BLOCKS GUEST HOUSES, ELECTRIC

SUB-STATION, CAMPUS SCHOOL, HOSTELS AND PRO-
VIDING OF FIRE PROTECTION DEVICES IN ADMINIS-

TRATIVE BLOCK OF BPSMV KHANPUR KALAN.

INVITE TENDER FOR PROVIDING COMPUTER NET-
WORKING (LAN) SYSTEM IN STUDENT ACTIVITY

CENTRE AT BPSMV KHANPUR KALAN.

AMOUNT/EMD
(APPROX.) IN

RUPEES

17 LACS

6.60 LACS

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

11.02.2022
28.02.2022

11.02.2022
28.02.2022

WEBSITE OF
THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

http://www.bpswom-
enuniversity.ac.in

http://www.bpswom-
enuniversity.ac.in

NODAL OFFI-
CER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

01263283530
xenbpsmv@
gmail.com

01263283530
xenbpsmv@
gmail.com

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
7581/HRY

SR.
No.

1

NAME OF
BOARD/

CORP./AUTH

HARERA
GURUGRAM

NAME OF WORK
NOTICE TENDER

ADVERTISE-

MENT FOR

INVESTMENT IN

SHORT TERM

DEPOSITS

AMOUNT/
EMD (APPROX.)

IN RUPEES

37 CRORE

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

14.02.2022
22.02.2022

WEBSITE OF
THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

www.haryanarera.
gov.in

NODAL OFFI-
CER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

7007582500
pandeyankitaashar-
eraggm@gmail.com

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
7579/HRY

SR.
No.

1

NAME OF
BOARD/

CORP./AUTH

HSAMB
KURUK-
SHETRA

NAME OF
WORK NOTICE

TENDER

CONST. OF SOIL
TESTING LABO-
RATORY IN NGM
AT SHAHABAD +

2 OTHER
WORKS

AMOUNT/
EMD (APPROX.)

IN RUPEES

1.62 CRORE

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

12.02.2022
28.02.2022

WEBSITE OF
THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

https://etenders.hry.
nic.in

NODAL OFFI-
CER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

01744-231420
xenkkr2019@

gmail.com

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
7580/HRY

SR.
No.

1

NAME OF
BOARD/

CORP./AUTH

HSAMB
HISAR

NAME OF WORK
NOTICE TENDER

SPECIAL REPAIR OF
LINK ROAD FROM

HANSI LALPURA TO
DHANI CHANDERPAL

UPTO HOUSE OF
FATEH SINGH

(ID-4928).

AMOUNT/
EMD (APPROX.)

IN RUPEES

11.04 LACS

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

08.02.2022
01.03.2022

WEBSITE OF
THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

https://etenders.hry.
nic.in

NODAL OFFI-
CER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

8570064000
xenhsamb.hisar1@

gmail.com
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SECI Govt. of India has recently approved infusion of
additional Rs. 1000 Cr. equity into Solar Energy
Corporation of India Ltd. (SECI). The additional equity
will strengthen the company's Balance Sheet and
enable SECI to undertake critical investments in the
Renewable Energy (RE) sector. Equity infusion into
SECI, one of the implementing agencies for Renewable
Energy projects, is expected to boost investors’
confidence in the RE sector and reinforce the Govt's
commitment towards a sustainable future.

SPMCIL recently celebrated its 17th Foundation Day
programme through digital mode. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman chaired the programme online in
the august presence of Secretary, DEA, MoF, Senior
Economic Advisor, DEA, MoF and other senior officials
from Ministry and Director (HR) & Director (Finance) of
SPMCIL. Tripti Patra Ghosh, CMD, SPMCIL, in her
welcome address highlighted the achievements and
the innovative initiatives of the Company.

IRCTC With the requirement of travelling passengers
and easing of COVID lockdown restrictions across the
country, IRCTC is all set to resume the services of
cooked food in trains. By 14th February 2022, the
complete restoration of cooked food has been done
as per guidelines received from the Railway board.
Cooked food on premium trains (Rajdhani, Shatabdi,
Duronto) had already been restored in Dec 21'. Ready
to eat meals would also continue.

Tata Power-DDL recently organized a ‘Special Lok
Adalat’ in collaboration with the Delhi State Legal
Services Authority (DSLSA) for on-the-spot
settlements of power theft cases. The Lok Adalat took
up cases that are either pending in any Court of Law or
are yet to be filed in any Court of Law.

SCOPE National e-Meet of Women in Public Sector
(WIPS) under the aegis of SCOPE was addressed by
Rekha Sharma, Chairperson, National Commission for
Women; Soma Mondal, Chairman, SAIL & Chair-
person, SCOPE; Atul Sobti, DG, SCOPE; Alka Mittal,
CMD, ONGC; Vartika Shukla, CMD, EIL & H. K. Joshi,
CMD, SCI in the presence of Dr. Dharini Mouli,
President APEX; Nanda Kulkarni, President, Western
Region & other members of WIPS. The program was
attended by around 900 participants from across the
country.

BRPL & BYPL After the success of the Covid
vaccination drives, where thousands of employees and
their family members got vaccinated, BSES Rajdhani
Power Limited (BRPL) and BSES Yamuna Power
Limited (BYPL) have now started a drive to administer
booster (precautionary) doses to the eligible
employees. Within a few days itself, over 2500 (and
counting) employees have received the booster dose.
Additionally, BSES is also holding camps to administer
vaccines to the children of employees.

RITES Ltd., the leading Transport Infrastructure
Consultancy and Engineering company, reported its
standalone and consolidated financial results for the
Quarter and nine months ended on 31st December, 2021.
Commenting on the results, Rahul Mithal, Chairman and
Managing Director, RITES Limited, said, “RITES continues
to build on the growth momentum with total revenue for
the quarter reaching Rs.792 crore, up by 64.9%, against
Q3FY21. Our focus will be to consolidate on this position
and follow the mantra — Not just more of the same, but
much more of the new.”

NTPC was bestowed with the ‘India’s Best
Workplaces in Manufacturing 2022 – Top 30’
recognition by the Great Place to Work Institute. This
is the fifth year in a row, NTPC has been bestowed
with the recognition. In the 5th edition of India’s Best
Workplaces in Manufacturing, 132 organizations in
the Manufacturing sector undertook the assessment.

Union Minister Dr. JitendraSingh presented the ICAI Award for
Excellence in Financial Reporting to RailTel. P Chawla, CMD,
AK Singh, Dir. (Fin.), SKumar, Dir. (Network Planning & Mktg.)
of RailTel accepted the award on behalf of the Company.

ICAI AWARD - RAILTEL

THDCIL signed the LOI of 10,000 MW in Rajasthan with an
estimated investment of Rs 40,000 crores for establish-
ment of Renewable Energy Parks/Projects of 10,000MW in
the presence of CM of Rajasthan.

LOI - THDCIL
Pawan Hans Limited (PHL) and Rajiv Gandhi National Avia-
tion University (RGNAU) recently signed a MoU to offer a
dual Aviation three years’ program of B.Sc. (Honours) –
Aircraft Maintenance with DGCA approved AME course.

MoU - PHL

BHEL has won the coveted ‘ICAI Award for Excellence in
Financial Reporting’ for FY 2020-21. On behalf of BHEL,
the award was received by Subodh Gupta, Director (Fi-
nance), from Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh.

ICAI AWARD - BHEL
POWERGRID, NR-I has signed a MoU with ESIC Medical
College &Hospital, FBD for providing financial assistance to-
wards procurement of medical equipment under its CSR
initiative. The estimated project cost is approx. Rs. 2 crores.

CSR - POWERGRID, NR-I

PHDCCI had organized a post-budget interactive ses-
sion with Hon'ble Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
on 7th Feb 2022, at Hotel Le Meridien, New Delhi.

SESSION - PHDCCI
ONGC continues its study tours of students, as a part of the
observance of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. In this regard, 106
students from Kendriya Vidyalaya of ONGC North Colony,
Agartala visitedONGCTripuraAsset’spetroleum Installation.

STUDY TOUR - ONGC

IndianOil Sukla Mistry has taken
over as Director (Refineries) of Indi-
anOil. Mistry is the first woman
Functional Director on the IndianOil
Board. She will also be holding the
positions of Director on the board of Chennai Petroleum
Corporation Ltd. (CPCL) & the 60 MMTPA Ratnagiri Refinery
& Petrochemical Ltd., the world’s largest grass root refinery
project, coming up in Maharashtra. Mistry will continue to
hold the post of Non-Executive Director on the Board of
IHBL, a Joint Venture Company of three leading Oil & Gas
Central Public Sector Undertakings. Mistry as Director (Re-
fineries) of IndianOil shall spearhead the business & opera-
tions of nine refineries & petrochemical plants of IndianOil.

IndianOil The Appointments Com-
mittee of Cabinet (ACC) has approved
the extension of Dr SSV Ramakumar
as Director (Research & Develop-
ment), IndianOil Corporation w.e.f
01.02.2022 till 31.07.2023 i.e. the
date of his superannuation. He had
joined the IndianOil Board as Director (R&D) on 1st February
2017. Dr Ramakumar has more than three decades of rich
and versatile experience in research, development & de-
ployment in the downstream hydrocarbons sector. With
his experience and stature, Dr Ramakumar is regarded as a
leading voice in the industry on matters spanning the entire
energy portfolio.

APPOINTMENTS

The DFC IT team showcased DFCCIL QUICK, an in-house auto-
mated IT application. This application will reduce duplication
of effort & lead to optimization of time, manpower & organiza-
tional efficiency.

DFCCIL QUICK - DFCCIL

Satvinder Puri, Chief Warden,
Honorary (WEST DISTRICT) was
awarded President's HG & CD
Medal for Distinguished Service by
the President of India for his
commendable service rendered in
Delhi Civil Defence Corps in the Directorate of Civil
Defence Delhi.

AWARD - DIRECTORATE OF CIVIL DEFENCE

IRCON International Ltd achieved a milestone of break
through of Tunnel No. 14 of Sivok-Rangpo Rail Project
(SRRP), located in Rangpo Sub-Division, East Sikkim. This
is the first breakthrough of the tunnel on this project.

ACHIEVEMENT - IRCON

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh presented the ICAI Award
for Excellence in Financial Reporting to RITES’ Director (Fi-
nance) & Chief Financial Officer Bibhu Prasad Nayak and
other officials at a ceremony on February 9, 2022.

ICAI AWARD - RITES

S. Prakash, Principal DG, BOC was conferred with the Na-
tional Award for enhancing electoral participation by the Elec-
tion Commission of India for activities conducted towards
voter awareness & education during the period 2021-22.

NATIONAL AWARD – (BOC)

Delhi Police launched its Platinum Jubilee Logo at Delhi
Police Headquarters marking the beginning of a series
of events this year to commemorate 75 yrs of its glori-
ous existence.

LAUNCH - DELHI POLICE

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, WATER RESOURCES

DEPARTMENT ASSAM, GUWAHATI
No. CE/CC/WR/NIT/2019-20/1003/118

PRESS NOTICE FOR BID
Chief Engineer, Water Resources Department, Guwahati, on behalf of Governor of Assam invites National
Competitive Bidding Tender for the following works

Details may be seen at website- http/assamtenders.gov.in
1. Bidders from India should, however, be registered with the Government of India or other State

Governments/ Government of India, or State/ Central Government Undertakings. Bidders from India, who
are not registered as above, on the date of bidding, can also participate provided they get themselves
registered by the time of contract signing, if they become successful bidders.

2. The Water Resources Department (WRD), ASSAM now invites online Bids from eligible Bidders for the
lot/contract for the construction of works detailed above in the table. The bidders may submit bids for any
or all of the lots/contracts in these three Requests for Bids. If a Bidder chooses to quote for more than one
lot/contract, it should submit separate Bid (complete with all documents including Bid Security) for each
lot/contract.

Chief Engineer,
Water Resources Department

Janasanyog/C/12071/21 Assam

SI. No. of
packages

Name of The Scheme
Lot/

Contract
No.

Approx.
amount in
Crore (Rs.)

Earnest Money/
Bid Security in

lakh (Rs.)

1
Upgradation of Buridehing embankment along right
bank of Buridehing river to reduce flood risk at Moran
and Lahowal area.

Lot 1 39.389 40.00

2
Construction and upgrading of river works along the
Buridehing River to reduce river erosion risks

Lot 1 53.109 54.00
Lot 2 52.393 53.00
Lot 3 27.869 28.00
Lot 4 37.298 38.00

3
Construction& upgrading of river works along the Beki
River for reducing flood and river erosion risks.

Lot 1 54.593 55.00

Lot 2 61.722 62.00

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORT

Paribahan Bhawan, Jawahar Nagar, Khanapara, Guwahati-22
Email: report.ctassam@gmail.com Website: www.comtransport.assam.gov.in

No.CT.MV/253/2021/668
Corrigendum-2 Extension of last date of bid submission for

RFP
RFP No 6 of 2021-22

This is in reference to RFP No. CT.MV/253/2021/190 issued dated 12th Jan 2022 by the
Commissioner of Transport, Govt of Assam for Selection of Implementation Agency for "Vehicle
Tracking Platform for Safety and Enforcement as per AIS — 140 standard" in Assam. In this
regard all prospective Bidders are hereby informed that the last date of bid submission for RFP
has been extended as per the below table. The other terms and conditions of the RFP remains
unchanged.

-Sd-
Joint Commissioner of Transport

Office of the Commissioner of Transport
Paribahan Bhawan, Jawahar Nagar

Janasanyog/C/12068/21 Khanapara, Guwahati - 22

Sl. No Particulars Current Dates Revised Dates

1 Bid Submission End Date 1:00 PM, 14th February 2022 1:00 PM, 21st February 2022

2 Bid Opening Date 1:00 PM, 15th February 2022 1:00 PM, 22nd February 2022

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
7587/HRY

SR.
No.

1

NAME OF
BOARD/CORP./

AUTH

THE ROHTAK CO
OP MILK PRO-

DUCERS UNION
LTD ROHTAK

OLD
REFERENCE/NIT NO.

2022_HBC_206489_1

NATURE OF CORRI-
GENDUM

THE LAST DATE
OF ONLINE BID
SUBMISSION IS

EXTENDED
UPTO 23.02.2022

WEBSITE OF
THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

vitaindia.org.in

NODAL OFFI-
CER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

9996577829
vitarohtak@
gmail.com
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NOTIFICATION FOR ONLINE APPLICATIONS FOR BHMS COURSE
Application forms online are invited from NEET-UG-2021 qualified candidates for admisison into BHMS
course under Management Quota for 2021-22 in Private Homoeo colleges affiliated to KNRUHS from
20.02.2022 to 26.02.2022.
Applications forms online are invited for All India Quota seats from candidates qualified in NEET-UG-2021 for
BHMS course 2021-22 in private Homoeo colleges affiliated to KNRUHS from 16.02.2022 to 20.02.2022.
For detailed separate Notifications and Prospectus refer to KNRUHS website:
www.knruhs.telangana.gov.in
Date: 14.02.2022 REGISTRAR

R.O. No. : 21344-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2021-22

KALOJI NARAYANA RAO UNIVERSITY OF
HEALTH SCIENCES TELANGAGA STATEClassifieds

PPEERRSSOONNAALL

IIBornali DasW/oAjoy
ChoudhuryR/o-25, AIIMS
Apartment,Mayurkunj,Mayur
Vihar Ph-1 Extn., Delhi-110096
have changedmyname to
Barnali Choudhury.

0070772928-1

IIBhagyalakshmi, spouseof late
PKKunhanandanNambiar,
resident of C 13, APOORVA
APARTMENTSPLOTno14
Sector 5DwarkaNewDelhi,
110075 have changedmyname
fromBhagyalakshmi to
BhagyalakshmiNambiar vide
affidavit dated 19.02.2022 at
NewDelhi. 0040602723-1

I,VINODSHARMA, S/O.CHANAN
RAMSHARMA,ADD-GALI.NO-
5,78-A,KRISHANKUNJ
EXTENSION, LAXMI
NAGAR,DELHI 110092.Changed
myname toVINODKUMAR
SHARMA. Permanently.

0040602796-3

I,SajidAli Qureshi R/o.322Avas
VikasColony,BSRRoad,Hapur,
UPhave changedmyminor son
name fromAamirAhsan to
AamirAhsanQureshi.

0040602790-6

I,RAJUS/O.ANANDSINGH,ADD-
RZ-103A,GALINO-8,KAILASH
PURI EXTN,PALAMCOLONY,
SOUTHWESTDELHI 110045,
changedmyname toRAJU
SINGHBISHT. Permanently.

0040602796-2

I,ASHISHVASISHTTE,W/O
ASHWINI SHARMA,R/O
519,ARUN-VIHARSECTOR28
NOIDA,G.B.NAGAR,U.P.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAME,FROM
ASHISHVASISHTTETOASHISH
VASISHTT,FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040602802-6

I, SavitriW/oRameshChandra
Patel R/ohouseNo.102
C,Sector-2EKamna,Vaishali
GhaziabadUPhave changed
myname toSavitri Patel.

0040602790-2

IItt is for general information that
I,FARAH,wife of Shri.MOHD
SHAKIL,daughter of,
SALIMUDDIN,residingat.
Flat.No.A-15/116-B, DDA-
Flats,Inderlok,Delhi-110035,
declare that nameofminehas
beenwrongly-writtenasAL
FARAH inmybirth-certificate.
Theactual-nameofmine is
FARAH, respectivelywhich
maybeamendedaccordingly.

0040602796-10

II,,VViinnoodd Jain,S/OLate Shri.
Mahender JainR/O-197/A,Ram-
Nagar ExtensionKrishna-
Nagar,Delhi-110051,have
changedmyname toVinod
Kumar Jain,for all purposes.

0040602793-7

II,,VViinnaayyNarangS/oChander
Mauli NarangR/o Flat-I-1005,
10th Floor, GrandAjnara
Heritage, Plot—GH-01/B,
Sector-74, Noida(U.P) have
changedmyname toVinay
KumarNarang for all purposes

0040602706-1

II,,VVIINNEEEETT SACHDEV,S/oShri. RAM
KRISHANSACHDEV,R/o-D1/22,
DLFPHASE-1, GURUGRAM,
GURGAON,HARYANA-122001,
have changedmyname to
VINEETKRISHANASACHDEV
permanently. 0040602802-2

II,,SSuummeesshhKaushal S/o-Inder Lal
Kaushal R/o-Houseno.2006,
Ganjmir khan, Darya-ganj,
Delhi-110002 have changedmy
name fromSumeshKaushal to
SumeshKumarKaushal for,all
futurepurposes. 0040602692-1

II,,GGaannggaa Singh,D/OKunwar
Singh,R/OH.No-173,Top-
Floor,Khirki Village,Malviya-
Nagar,Delhi-110017,Have
Updated the father’s nameof
my(Minor) daughterMiss
Asmita SinghasRavi Prakash
in all documents. 0040602796-7

II,,AAzzaaddKumarChaudhry,S/o
Shivji Chaudhry,R/oH.No.351,
3rd-Floor, Left-SideGali No.4,
Govindpuri,Kalkaji, NewDelhi-
110019,decalre that nameof
mineandmy father hasbeen
wrongly-writtenasAzad
KumarChaudharyandShivji
Chaudhary inmy final year
Marksheet andDegreeof
Bachelor prosthetics and
Orthotics andmyOBC-
Certificate bearing
No.OBC/05/52/6965/8/1/2010/
9121012707. Theactul-nameof
mineandmy father areAzad
KumarChaudhryandShivji
Chaudhry. 0040602796-6

II,,AAlliinnaaUsmanD/o-Mr.
MohammedUsman,R/o-Qtr.
No.861,3rd Floor,Sector-5,
PushpVihar,M.B.Road,New
Delhi-110017,inform that in
my,school certificates
my,father namewrongly-
writtenasMd.Usman.His
correct name isMohammed
Usman for all,futurepurpose.

0040602790-10

II,,MaheshaliasNisha
Maheshwari aliasMahesh
Narain aliasMaheshNarain
Maheshwari aliasMahesh
Tawari aliasMaheshNarain
Tawari S/ORamLal, R/o 45
Chanakyapuri Shastri Nagar
Meerut L.L.R.MMedCollege
MeerutUttar Pradesh-250004,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
MaheshMaheshwari.

0070772918-2

IIShashankAggarwal S/o Late
SandeepKumarAggarwal R/o
1/9734, Bahal Gali,West
GorakhPark, Shahdara, Delhi-
110032 have changedmyname
fromYASHAGGARWAL to
SHASHANKAGGARWAL for all
futurepurposes.

0040602732-1

II,,PPrreeeettiiManchanda,D/o-late
Sh.Kimti LalMehta,W/oSh.Atul
Manchanda,R/o-H1/,
H1/16,Krishna-Nagar,H.O-
East,Delhi-110051,InformThat
PreetiManchandaandSonia
Mehta is samenameandhe
sameperson. 0040602793-8

II,,MMiinnaakksshhiiVinayNarangW/o
VinayKumarNarangR/o Flat-I-
1005, 10th Floor, GrandAjnara
Heritage, Plot—GH-01/B,
Sector-74, Noida(U.P) have
changedmyname toMinakshi
Narang for all purposes

0040602706-2

II,,MMaanniisshhKumarDadhich S/o
MadanLal Sharma,R/oRz-
120,Second-Floor,T-Extn,
Vishwas-Park,Uttam-Nagar,
New-Delhi-110059,have
changedmyson’s name,from
SaumyaDadhich toMehul
Dadhich,for all Purposes.

0040602802-4

II,,MMaanniisshh Jha s/oGovind Jha
residenceof Flat.no-1603,
Tower 21,LotusBoulevard ,
sector-100,Noida , UPhave
changedmyname toManish
Kumar Jha. 0040602790-4

II,,KKaannttaaRaniNagpal,W/OShri
DevinderKumarNagpal
R/O.H.N.27,Vaishali Apartment-
Vikaspuri,NewDelhi-
110018.KantaRani andKanta
RaniNagpal Bothareone&
sameperson 0040602838-1

II,,KKMMBeenaRanaW/o.Gaurav
KumarAroraR/o.B-4/1002
PanchsheelGreens-2,Sector-16
GreaterNoidaWestG.B,Nagar.
UPhave changedmyname to
ShubyArora. 0040602790-7

II,,AAjjaayyChauhanS/o-Late
HarigovindDasChauhanR/o-
C-210VivekVihar, Sector-82,
Noida, GautamBuddhaNagar,
Uttar Pradesh-201301 have
changedmyname toAjayH.
Chauhan for,all purposes.

0040602742-1

II,,VinodKumarAwanaS/oSh.
Kul PrakashAwana R/o Flat
No.3, DDALIG Flats, Pul
Pehladpur, NewDelhi-110044, I
Declare thatVinodKumar
AwanaandVinodAwanaare
the sameperson.

0040602693-1

II,,Vinit Tyagi S/OSCTyagi, R/oC-
261Gali No-11NewUsmanPur
Delhi-110053, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownasVineetKumarTyagi.

0070772943-1

II,,VineetKumar S/OSubedar
Singh, R/oH0-No-B-162 E1,
Block-B, Piili Kothi, NewAshok
Nagar, Delhi-110096 have
changed thenameofmyminor
daughter REVITHAMATHUR
agedabout 6Years andShe
shall hereafter be knownas
Revitha 0070772913-1

II,,VineetKumar S/OSubedar
Singh, R/oH0-No-B-162 E1,
Block-B, Piili Kothi, NewAshok
Nagar, Delhi-110096 have
changed thenameofmyminor
daughter KHYANAMATHUR
agedabout 3Years andShe
shall hereafter be knownas
Khyana 0070772912-1

II,,SubhoNathDutta S/OSN
Dutta, R/o 70, Ganga
Apartments, Alaknanda,
Kalkaji NewDelhi-110019, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasSubho
Dutta. 0070772948-1

II,,Sarojini Kumari BarthwalW/o
Mr. VishnuDatt Barthwal R/o
10/18,Moulsiri Road, Shipra
Suncity, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201014have changedmyname
toSarojini Barthwal for all
futurepurposes. 0040602745-1

II,,AASSHHWWIINNII S/OSH.VED
PRAKASH,R/O519,ARUN-VIHAR
SECTOR-28,NOIDA, G.B.NAGAR,
U.P.HAVECHANGEDMYNAME,
FROMASHWINI TOASHWINI
SHARMA,FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040602802-5

II,,AASSHHOOKKKUMARS/OTIRATH
RAM,R/oBF-17, IIND-FLOOR
TAGORE-GARDENDELHI-
110027,have changedmyname
toASHOKKUMARANAND.

0040602793-1

II,,Rahul Rajgopal S/oSh.
Rajgopal R/o-H.No.-F1, Plot
No.38, Sector-2A, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad, UP-201010, have
changedmyminor son’s name
fromNAITREETVAKARTHAAV
toNAITREETVAKARTHA for all
futurepurposes.

0070772946-1

II,,KamlaaliasKamlaDevi D/O
PanSingh, R/oKhasraNo- 38/1,
Gali No-4, Fase 2OmVihar Peer
BabaMajaarVillageBankner,
NarelaDelhi-110040. have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasNisha
Bisht 0070772919-1

II,,Akshat Raghuvanshi S/o
ArvindRaghuvanshi R/oH.No-
31, Gali No-3-D, ChandanVihar,
West SantNagar Burari Delhi-
110084declare that inmy10th
class school certificatemy
namementionasAkshat
Kumar insteadofAkshat
Raghuvanshi. Akshat Kumar&
AkshatRaghuvanshi both
namesbelongs to sameperson

0070772949-1

II,,Abhishek Jain S/OBalraj Jain,
R/oHouseNo-93C, JainNagar,
Rly. RoadMeerut, Uttar
Pradesh- 250002. Declare that
NameofMyMother hasbeen
wronglywrittenasMonica Jain
inmy10thClassCertificateNo-
5404367, 12thClassCertificate
No- 5896313. Theactual name
ofMyMother isMeenu Jain,
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0070772926-1

II,, JyotsanaVermaW/oNeeraj
KumarBhatt R/o FlatNo.- 1701,
Tower-F, FrenchApartment,
Sector- 16B, GreaterNoida
West, GBNagar (UP), have
changedmynameafter
marriage to JyotsanaBhatt for
all futurepurposes.

0040602690-1

II,,GGyyaannS/OShri Kuldeepak
MehraR/OB-8/67,Sector-3,
Rohini, Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toGyan
Mehra. 0040602802-1

II,,SShhiill Kumari DeviW/o
No.13854122Y. ExNKRamta
PandeyR/o 51A,Shyam
Vihar,Phase-2,Najafgarh,ND-
43,have changedmyname to
Shail Kumari Pandey.

0040602790-8

II,,SSHHAASSHHIIW/OBINESHKUMAR
YADAVR/O95,PASCHIM
ENCLAVE, PASCHIMVIHAR,
DELHI-110087.HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOSHASHIYADAV.

0040602793-10

II,,SSAAIIFF KHAN,H.NO-121 F/F
MODEL-BASTI KAROL-BAGH
DELHI-110005,changedmy
Minor daughter namesaarah
Saif to saarahSaif Khan.

0040602793-4

II,,RRiisshhiittaa Bhulchandani,D/o
Jitender Bulchandani&Aruna
Bulchandani,R/oB-401, Balaji,
Apartment,Sector-14,Rohini
Delhi-110085, changedmy
name toRishita Bulchandani.

0040602796-8

II,,RRaavvii Shankar S/oSuryaMukh
Lal R/o.D-602 Swagatam
ApartmentC-58/7,Sector-62,
Noida.UPhave changedmy
name toRavi Shanker for
all.FuturePurposes.

0040602790-3

II,,RRaannjjiittaa,,WW//OORavinder Singh,
R/oWZ-862/3,GALI.NO-15A,
SADHNAGAR,PALAM-COLONY
PALAM-VILLAGEDELHI 110045.
have changedmyname to
RANJEETKAUR. 0040602793-2

II,,RRaammeesshhChandraS/oGolai
RamR/ohouseNo.102
C,Sector-2EKamna,Vaishali
GhaziabadUPhavechanged
myname toRameshChandra
Patel. 0040602790-1

II,,PPoooojjaa SachdevaW/O.
HarshdeepSinghR/O.D-111,
3rd floor,Ajay Enclave, New
Delhi-110018,have changedmy
name toPavneet kaur for all
purposes. 040602790-9

II,,PPaarrvviinnddrraaKaur,W/oBharat
Singh,R/oH.no.2/22U/F/F,
Nihal-Vihar Phase-2, Nilothi,
Delhi-110041,have changedmy
name toParwinderKaur.

0040602796-5

II,,PPRRAASSAANNNNAANNPILLAI KUTTAN
PILLAI, S/O.KUTTANPILLAI,
ADD-2928-ASECTOR-55
FARIDABADHARYANA-121004.
Changedmyname to
PRASANNANPILLAI,
Permanently 0040602796-1

II,,KKmmShallu Sharma,W/oVikas
SharmaR/o-21A,Gali.No.11
MolarbandExtension,Delhi-
110049,have changedmyname
toShallu Sharma.

0040602796-4

II,,KKUUSSHHAAGGRRS/OSANDEEPDIXIT
R/O2/116,3rd-FLOOR,SUNDER
VIHAR,PASCHIMVIHAR,DELHI-
110087.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOKUSHAGRDIXIT.

0040602793-5

II,,GGuullsshhaannMalhotra,S/oMilkhi
RamMalhotra,R/o-267GH-
6,PrachinApartment Paschim
Vihar,Delhi-110087,have
changedmyname toGulshan
Kumar. 0040602822-1

II,,GGaauurraavvKumar S/oRam
KrishanR/o.B-4/1002
Panchsheel Greens-2 Sector-
16,GreaterNoidaWest.G.B
NagarUP,have changedmy
name toGauravKumarArora.

0040602790-5

II,,GGaarrggii Gill aliasGargi Bhat,D/o
Hardip SinghGill,W/o Firdous
ManzoorBhat R/o-183/184,
PocketD-15,Sector-3,Rohini,
Delhi-110085,have,changedmy
name toGargi Gill for all,
purposes. 0040602796-9

II,,DDeeeennMohammadS/O-Rozdar
KhanR/O-AliMeoHodal Palwal
Haryana-121106,HaveChanged
My,NameToDinMohammad,.
ForAll FuturePurposes.

0040602802-3

II,, SumanaDuaD/o.Mr. Ashwani
Dua, R/o. 36/55,West Punjabi
Bagh,NewDelhi-110026have
changedmynameSumana
Dang to SumanaDua for all
futurepurposes.

0040602687-1

II,,BBhhooddRajMalhotra,S/oSundar
Dass,R/o 4580, Gali.No.13,3rd-
Floor, Jai-MataMarket
TriNagar,Onkar-Nagar,New
Delhi-110035,have changedmy
name toBodhRajMalhotra.

0040602793-6

II SumanW/oSanjayKumarR/o
RZ-7, Ground floor, Gali no.3
kailashpuri Extn, Palam
colony, NewDelhi-110045have
changemyname toSuman
Lata 0040602713-1

II,, PremChandS/OSitaram, R/o
HouseNo-A-356, Daksh
Prajapat, Chattarpur, Lavanya
Hospital, Chhattarpur, Delhi-
110074, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asPremDaksh. 0070772944-1

II,, DikshaUpadhyayW/oShri
SanjayUpadhyayR/o 33, Shiv
RatanCityNavodayNagar,
Haridwar, Uttrakhandhave
changedmyname fromJuna
Chamola toDikshaUpadhyay
for all futurepurposes.

0070772929-1

II,,CChhaammaannSaini S/oNaresh
Kumar Saini R/o-125/1A,
Gali.No.3, EastMoti-Bagh, Sarai
Rohilla,Delhi-110007,have
changedmyname to Lakshay
Saini.

0040602802-7

II Ruchi GargW/O,VivekGupta
R/oC-122/B3, ShalimarGarden
Extension 2, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad, Up -201005 have
changedmyname toNamrata
Gupta for all purposes

0040602709-1

II,,BBIINNEESSHH//BBIINNEESSHHKUMARYADAV
S/OHUKUMSINGHYADAV,95,
PASCHIMENCLAVE,PASCHIM
VIHAR,DELHI-110087.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOBINESH
KUMAR. 0040602793-9

II,,BBEECCHHAANNRAY,S/OSHRI.MISRI
RAY, R/O. A-145NEWFRIENDS-
COLONYSOUTH-DELHI PIN-
110025, HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOVEDPRAKASH.

0040602793-3

II,,KavitaVermad/oDinesh
KumarSirohi r/oHouseNo.-22,
Sahakari Nagar, Ghaziabad-
201001have changedmyname
toKAVITASIROHI. 40602685-1

II,, Inderjeet PawarD/OAmerjeet
Singh, R/oC-50, DDAFlats
Kalkaji, Delhi-110019 . have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownas
Inderjeet Kaur 0070772916-1

IISugreevSingh, ArmyNo.
2710871M, RankConstable, S/o
Mahipal, R/oNavali Har, Tehsil,
Ater, District Bhind (MP)have
changedmybrother name
fromAnkit toAnkit Yadav for
all futurepurposes.

0040602774-1

IIShiwani D/oNarenderR/o
MannChaupalWali Gali, 169
Village, IradatNagarAlias
NayaBansDelhi-110082, have
changedmyname toShiwani
Mann 0070772904-1

IISantosGoswami S/o LeelaGiri
GoswamiR/o. E-99/A, Gali No.-
1, Phase-5, AyaNagar, Delhi-
110047have changedmyname
toSiddhantGoswami.

0070772931-1

IISanjayS/oDharmSinghR/o
RZ-7, Ground floor, Gali no.3
kailashpuri Extn, Palam
colony, NewDelhi-110045have
changemyname toSanjay
Kumar 0040602711-1

IIKomalD/oNarender SinghR/o
MannChaupalWali Gali, 169
Village, IradatNagarAlias
NayaBansDelhi-110082, have
changedmyname toKomal
Mann. 0070772907-1

IIEktaGoel D/oAnil KumarGoel
andW/oVarunKumarR/oH.
No. 738, UrbanEstateNear
ManavChowkAmbalaCity,
Sector-8Haryana-134003, have
changedmyname toEkta
Garg. 0070772906-1

II RameshChanderAroraS/o
Late Siri ChandR/o 1349-50,
FaizGanj, BahadurGarhRoad,
Delhi-110006have lostmy
Original Registry of Property
No.B-5/70, PaschimVihar, New
Delhi. Findersmaycontact at
aboveaddressorMobileNo.
9871232765 0040602686-4

PUBLIC NOTICE
That my original title deed of Property
Rectangle No. 5, Killa No. 3/2 (4-0), 3/3
(0-9), 4/2/1 (0-18), 7/2 (5-2), 13/1 (6-0), 8
(8-0) 14/1/1 (2-7) total measuring 26
Kanal 16 Marla i.e. 3.35 Acres, situated
in the Revenue Estate of Village
Naurangpur, Tehsil Manesar, District
Gurugram, which falls in Sector-80,
Gurugram, Haryana registered as
Conveyance Deed dt. 28.03.2014
executed by M/s Innovative Infra
Developers Pvt. Ltd., in our favour
named as M/s 4A Financials Securities
Service Pvt. Ltd. registered as duly
registered as Document No. 3173, Book
No. 1, Volume No. 222/131, on Pages
196/97 to 98 dated 28.03.2014 in the
office of Sub Registrar, Manesar,
Gurugram, has been lost by me in the
market of Jasola, Delhi at about 2.16 PM
on 10.02.2022 and in this regard he has
got registered information Report vide
SO No. 430/2014 and LR No. 120968
Date 11.02.2022. Any person who will
find out the said document, kindly
contact to the undersigned at Mobile No.
8130555067.

Sd/- MEENU SHARMA (Advocate)
(Mob No. 9711028091)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all concerned that my
client Smt. Mohinder Kaur W/o Lt.
Sh. Gurdayal Singh R/o, Z-155
B.Block, Gali No. 5, Narsingh
Garden, New Delhi 110018 has
disowned/ debarred her son namely
Sh. Jaspal Singh from all movable
and immovable properties due to his
conduct, misbehavior and being out
of her control. Any person dealing
with her son in any manner shall be
on his/her risk and consequences.
My client shall not be responsible for
any acts, things or liability done by
her son.
PUNEET KUMAR ADVOCATE
3rd Floor, Building No. 9,

DDA Mkt. Ashok Vihar Ph-II,
Delhi-110052.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client RAM PRASHAD S/O RAM
JEEVAN R/O PLOT NO.10/6 & 10/8,
KH. NO: 160/23 & 24, KRISHAN
VIHAR, BAWANA, DELHI, do
hereby disown/debar his son
DEEPAK Daughter-in-Law namely
PINKI from all movable-immovable
properties due to misconduct &
being out of control. Anybody deals
with them, shall do at his/ her own
cost & risk. My client will not be
responsible for their any acts/ deeds

Sd/-
Sudeep Yadav

Advocate
Ch.No. 306, Rohini Court, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
That my original title deed of Property No.
95, Pocket-II, Jasola, New Delhi
registered as Sale Deed dated 28.05.2013
executed by CBG Impex Pvt. Ltd., in our
favour named as M/s Navrang Tradelinks
Pvt. Ltd. registered as Document No.
4483, Book No. 1, Volume No. 12809, on
Page 168 to 175 dated 28.05.2013 in the
office of Sub Registrar-V, New Delhi, has
been lost by me in the market of Jasola,
Delhi at about 2.16 PM on 10.02.2022 and
in this regard he has got registered
Information Report vide SO No. 430/2014
and LR No. 120959/2022 Date
11.02.2022. Any person who will find out
the said document, kindly contact to the
undersigned on Mobile No. 8130555067.

Sd/- MEENU SHARMA (Advocate)
(Mob No. 9711028091)

IN THE COURT OF
SH. HARISH DUDANI,

DJ (COMMERCIAL COURT),
DWARKA COURTS,

NEW DELHI
PUBLICATION NOTICE

DEFENDANT
(Order 5 Rule 20 of the

Code of Civil Procedure)
Suit No: CS(COMM):
152/2020
Krishna Industries Vs. M/s
Kanak Exports
To,
1. M/s Kanak Exports

Through its Prop. / Auth.
Signatory/ Auth.
Representative

2. Mr. Bhupinder Pal Singh
Lamba
Prop. / Auth. Signatory / Auth.
Representative of M/s Kanak
Exports
Both At:
i. C-195, Phase-2, First Floor,
Mayapuri Industrial Area, New
Delhi-110064
ii. House NO. A-1/268,
Janakpuri, New Delhi- 110058

Defendants.
Whereas you are intentionally
avoiding services of summons.
If is hereby notified that if you
shall not defend the case on
the day of 05.03.2022 at 10.00
A.M. i.e. The day fixed in the
matter, it will be heard and
determined ex-parte.

Sd/- JudgeSeal

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client UMA SHANKAR S/O
BHAGWAN SHAH R/O N-9 C/3,
LAL BAGH, LAL BAGH, DELHI-
110033, do hereby disown/debar his
son MANOJ GUPTA & Daughter-in-
Law namely PRIYA KUMARI from all
movable-immovable properties due
to misconduct & being out of control.
Anybody deals with them, shall do at
his/her own cost & risk. My client will
not be responsible for their any
acts/deeds

Sd/-
Sudeep Yadav

Advocate
Ch.No. 306, Rohini Court, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENTS SH. BRAHM DEV
PANDEY S/O LATE SH. KEDAR NATH
PANDEY AND HIS WIFE SMT. USHA
PANDEY BOTH R/O H.NO.383, GALI
NO. 7, BABA HARIDAS GEETANJALI
ENCLAVE, JHARODA DELHI-110072
HAVE SEVERE ALL RELATIONS &
DEBAR THEIR DAUGHTER DIVYA
PANDEY FROM ALL MOVABLE-
IMMOVABLE PROPERTY(S) DUE TO
HER MISCONDUCT & MISBHEVIOUR.
MY CLIENTS WILL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY OF HIS
ACTS IN FUTURE WHATSOEVER.

DIWAKAR CHAUDHARY
(ADVOCATE)

CHAMBER AT: T-33 TEHSIL ROAD,
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that my
client Smt. Ramrati W/o Late Sh. Dalel
Singh R/o H. No. 613/45, Gali No. 4,
Harijan Basti, Bindapur, New Delhi-
110059 has debarred her sons Namely Sh.
Deepak S/o Late Sh. Dalel Singh and his
wife Smt. Bala, Sh. Sandeep S/o Late Sh.
Dalel Singh his wife Smt. Pooja, Sh. Arun
S/o Late Sh. Dalel Singh his wife Smt.
Renu from their movable and immovable
property and served all the relationship in
future due to the misbehavior and
misconduct of them. None of the above
persons are not take care of mine in any
manner and harassed me. Any person
dealing with the said persons shall be
doing so at own risk and responsibility.

Sd/- RAKESH SHARMA (Advocate)
Ch. No. 603, Lawyer’s Chamber Block

Dwarka Court Complex,
New Delhi- 110075

LOST & FOUND

Lost Original Documents i.e.
DDA ALLOTMENT LETTER,
POSSESSION LETTER, SITE
POSSESSION , LEASE DEED
AND OTHER RELATED PAPERS
of Flat No. D-401, 4th Floor,
Kaveri Apartments, Alkananda ,
New Delhi favouring Smt.
Sudesh Soeny W/o Kewal
Krishan Soeny FIR Lodge Vide
L R . N O . 1 2 6 0 3 8 / 2 0 2 2 .
Founder in fo rm at above
address..

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for the information that my client has
entered into an agreement for the purchase of
office space bearing private No. 203, on the
second floor, measuring 25 sq.yds. in the
property / Industrial Plot No. 42, situated at
DLF Industrial Area, Najafgarh Road, New
Delhi with (1) Smt.Pooja Bharara (45%
undivided share) W/o Shri Rajan Bharara R/o
E-41, Kirti Nagar, New Delhi (2) Smt. Mamta
Dham (45% undivided share) W/o Shri
Rakesh Dham R/o E-63, Second floor, Kirti
Nagar, New Delhi (3) M/s Sumit Gas Agencies
Private Limited, (10% undivided share) having
its registered office at 40, DLF Industrial Area,
Kirti Nagar, New Delhi, through its authorized
signatory Mrs. Ekta Sehgal.
My client has been assured that the property is
free from all encumbrances and on that
assurance my client is going to purchase the
aforesaid portion. Anybody having any interest,
title or concern in the aforesaid property may
contact with valid documents within seven days
from the publication of this notice.

Sd/- PURSHOTTAM SINGH (Advocate)
Chamber No. 548, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that
my clients Sh. Rajeshwar Dayal
Bhardwaj son of Sh. Mangey Ram
Bhardwaj and his daughter in-law Smt.
Latika D/O Sh. Sudarshan Kumar both
residents A-37, Third Floor, Jail Road,
Fateh Nagar, Delhi-110018 have
debarred/disowned their son/husband
respectively namely Sh. Deepak
Bhardwaj S/O Sh. Rajeshwar Dayal
Bhardwaj R/O K1-59, Kavi Nagar,
Ghaziabad, U.P. 201002 from all their
moveable & immoveable properties and
their personal life & ceased all relations
with him due to his misbehavior. My
clients will not be responsible for his acts
& deeds and dealings with any person.

Sd/- G. P GOYAL (Advocate)
Ru-352 Pitampura Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given that Mr.
Amarjit Singh S/o Didar Singh
and Mrs. Jaspreet Kaur W/o Mr.
A.S. Punihani, Both R/o S-138,
Greater Kailash, Part-II, New
Delhi {Hereinafter collectively
referred as "the owners" acting
through their General attorney
Mrs. Rinku Punihani} have agreed
to sell to my client (Name not
disclosed due to certain reasons),
a residential property described in
the Schedule hereunder written
("the said premises") with clear
and marketable title free from all
encumbrances and with vacant
possession.
All persons/entities having any
kind of claim against or in respect
of the said premises or any part
thereof by way of any agreement
or agreement to sale, sale,
exchange, mortgage (equitable or
otherwise), gift, trust, inheritance,
family arrangement, maintenance,
bequest, possession, lease,
tenancy, license, lien, charge, pre-
emption rights, pledge, guarantee,
easement, loans, advances,
injunction or any or other
attachment, or under any decree,
order or award passed by any
court of law, Tribunal, Revenue or
Statutory Authority or Arbitration or
otherwise howsoever or in
possession of any documents in
respect of the abovesaid property
are hereby requested to notify the
same in writing to us with
supporting documentary evidence
at the address mentioned herein
below within 7(Seven) days from
the date hereof, failing which, the
claim or claims, if any, of such
persons shall be considered to
have been waived and/ or
abandoned and my client shall
proceed with the transaction.

THE SCHEDULE ABOVE
REFERRED TO

(“the said premises”)
Entire Third Floor and Entire
Terrace over and above the Entire
Third Floor of the proposed
building with Four Car Parking
spaces in the Stilt Area with
separate Gate and with Separate
Gate and also space for one Utility
with common WC in the stilt area
together with 22.5% undivided,
indivisible and impartible
ownership rights in the plot of land
measuring 306 Sq. Yards, bearing
no. S-138, Situated at Greater
Kailash Part-lI, New Delhi with all
rights, title and interest,
easements, privileges and
appurtenances thereto, with all
fittings, fixtures, connections,
structure standing therein.
Issued on this 14th Day of
February, 2022.

Sd/-
SUNIL KUMAR

Advocate
(E. No. D/421/93)

103, Aditya Arcade,
Preet Vihar, Delhi-110092

CHAMBER: 206, LAWYERS
CHAMBER, DELHI HIGH

COURT, NEW DELHI-110003.
TEL: 011-23389146

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

CCOOUURRTTNNOOTTIICCEE

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

New Delhi
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AASHISHARYAN&
SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY14

THEMINISTRYof Electronics
and InformationTechnology
(MeitY)onMondayissuedor-
ders to ban 54 more apps
whicheitherhaveoriginated
in China or have
someChinese con-
nection. These apps
werebannedforbe-
ingthreattonational
security.

Whatarethenew
apps?Whyhavetheybeen
banned?
Asper thenew list, video

editingappssuchasVivaVideo
Editor- Snack Video Maker
withMusic and Nice Video
Baidu,whichareusedexten-
sivelyformakingshortvideos,
gamessuchasOnmyojiChess
and Conquer Online II have
beenbanned in India.Garena
Free Fire- Illuminate, a game
whichhadgainedpopularity
amongchildren,teenagersand
youthinIndiaafterthebanon
PUBG,hasalsobeenbanned.
Thenewapps, ITMinistry

officials said, have been
banned using emergency

powersunderSection69ofthe
InformationTechnologyAct.
Mostoftheseapps,theofficials
said,wereoperatingasclones
or shadowapps of the apps
thathadearlier beenbanned
bythegovernment.
The ban was recom-

mended by the Home
Ministry, ITMinistry officials

said, adding that
theyhavealsobeen
removed from the
GooglePlayStore.In
its statement,
Google said that
it temporarily
blocked access to

theappsinIndia.

Whichotherappshave
beenbannedinthepast?
In June 2020, the IT

Ministryhad,inasimilarorder
issuedunderSection69ofthe
ITAct,banned59apps,includ-
ing TikTok, ShareIt, UC
Browser, Likee,WeChat, and
BigoLive.Theministryhadsaid
theseappswere“prejudicialto
sovereignty and integrity of
India,defenceofindia,security
ofstateandpublicorder”.The
first banwas followedbyan-
other set of 47 apps being
barredfromoperationsinIndia
fromJuly2020.

POLICYWATCH
NATIONAL SECURITY

Why did govt ban
54 more apps with
China connections ENSECONOMICBUREAU

NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY14

THE GOVERNMENT and the
ReserveBankofIndia(RBI)are“on
board”with respect to the treat-
mentofcryptocurrenciesevenas
discussionsareonconcerningreg-
ulatory treatmentdigital virtual
currencies, Finance Minister
Nirmala SitharamanonMonday
at a press conference. Shewas
speaking afterhavingaddressed
theCentral Boardof Directors of
the RBI in its customary post-
Budgetmeeting.
Sitharamansaid there is a lot

ofpositivityaroundtheupcoming
initialpublicoffering (IPO)of Life
InsuranceCorporation.With the
governmentplanning to sell its5
per cent equity, theLIC IPO is ex-
pectedtothebiggestintheIndian
capitalmarket.“Abigdecisionlike
this isneveraknee-jerk reaction.
It is donewith consciousness ...
AndIcanseeaftertheannounce-
ment,thereception,thereisabuzz
in the air,” Sitharaman said. LIC
fileditsdraftredherringprospec-
tus(DRHP)withthemarketsreg-
ulatoronSunday.
On the issue of taxation and

regulationofcryptocurrencies,she
said: “RBI, government are on
board, discussions are goingon.
Whateverdecisionsgovernment
orRBI takes, is takenafterdiscus-
sions.Weareall discussingprior
to theBudget, discussioncontin-

uesandweshallcontinuetohave
discussions. All the decisions
whichhavebeentakenonit,obvi-

ouslyithasaveryserious,itisadig-
italcurrencyfromthecentralbank
of somedescription,soobviously

withmorefocushavinghadcon-
sultations.”
Reiterating thecentral bank’s

serious concernsover cryptocur-
rencies,RBIGovernorShaktikanta
DaslastThursdaysaidthesearea
big threat to the country’s finan-
cialandmacroeconomicstability
and alsowarned investors that
cryptocurrenciesdonothaveany
underlyingasset,notevenatulip.
TheUnion Budget 2022-23 has
proposeda30percenttaxonpri-
vate cryptocurrencies andnon-
fungibletokens.
Toanotherqueryonwhether

theplantoincludegovernmentse-
curities in international bond in-
dices is being held back, Das on
Mondaysaidtheworkandprocess
is underwaywith regard to this
proposal. “Inclusion in theglobal
indexisaprocessandearlierfully
accessible routewas introduced
whereby certainG-sec, it is fully
accessibletotheforeigninvestors.
Wearemoving towards that it is
workinprogresssofarasinclusion
inindexisconcerned,”hesaid.
On inflation,Dassaid that the

“momentumof inflation is on a
downwardslope”andthecentral
bankwould continue to strike a
delicatebalancebetweentheneed
to contain price rise and ensure
economicgrowth.
Das said issuance of green

bonds, another proposal for the
nextyear’sBudget,willwidenpar-
ticipationofinvestorsintheIndian
market. “With regard to green

bond...cashanddebtmanagement
groupwillmeetnextmonthand
theywill plan for it. Themain ra-
tionale behind going for green
bond is thatworldover thereare
lot of investorswhohave dedi-
cated funds to invest in green
bonds.Sobasicallywhenyoufloat
agreenbondwhichhasaspecified
anddedicatedpurpose,whenyou
floatagreenbondyouarebasically
widening theparticipationof in-
ternational investors in the do-
mesticbondmarket…,”hesaid.
ToaqueryonwhethertheCBI

hasbeenslow in takingaction in
ABGShipyard case, Sitharaman
saidbankersactually took“lesser
thanwhatisnormallyanaverage
time to detect these kinds of
frauds.” TheCBI Saturday said it
has booked ABG Shipyard Ltd
(ABGSL)anditsdirectorsforfraud-
ulentloandefaulttothetuneofRs
22,842 crore. “This is actually an
accountwhichbecameanNPAin
November 2013. After that, be-
cause it is a consortiumof banks
whohad a businesswith them,
theyhadallsattogethertoseehow
best restructuring can be done,
whichisdueprocessdoneforany
accountunderstressmoresoit is
abigaccountandalsobecominga
NPA. So that initiativewas taken
by the consortium, SBIhadbeen
the lead, ICICIBankisanotherbig
bank,allof themsattogetherand
startedworkingonit.So2014on-
wardsthisprocesswasgoingon,”
shesaid.

FINANCEMINISTERMEETSWITHRBI’SCENTRALBOARDOFDIRECTORS

BRIEFLY
TextilesPLI
New Delhi: The Textiles
Ministry has extended the
lastdateforsubmissionofap-
plicationsfortheProduction
LinkedIncentiveschemefor
textiles toFebruary28 from
February14.ENS

CSRdisclosure
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
has put in place a detailed
disclosure framework for
CSRspendingbyfirms.PTI

TexassuesFB
Washington:TheTexasattor-
neygeneral’sofficehassued
Facebook,allegingitviolated
privacy normswith facial
recognitiontech.Meanwhile,
theDutchantitrustwatchdog
finedApple$5.7million, its
fourthsuchfine.REUTERS

AdaniEntresult
NewDelhi:AdaniEnterprises
onMonday reporteda99.4
per centdecline in consoli-
datedprofittoRs1.8crorefor
theDecemberquarter.PTI

CGN,VidyaSagar
New Delhi: CBR Global
Network(CGN)andChenn-
ai-basedVidya Sagar have
launched a new course,
basedontheCBR(Commu-
nity based rehabilitation)
guidelines forall thosewho
workinthesector.Theonline
trainingprogrammewasde-
veloped by theWHO. The
courses are being jointly
hosted by CGN and Vidya
Sagar,whichinclude8mod-
ulesonmanagement,health,
education, livelihood, social,
andempowerment.ENS

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY14

INDIA’S LARGEST insurer, Life
InsuranceCorporation (LIC), held
stockswortha“carryingvalue”of
Rs9,79,843crore(closeto$130bil-
lion), or24.77per centof its total
investments,asonSeptember30,
2021,makingitthewealthiestin-
vestorinthestockmarkets.
LIC’s investments in listedeq-

uityrepresentedapproximately4
per centof the totalmarket capi-
talisationof theNSE, says the IPO
prospectus filed by the
Corporationwith Sebi. LICholds
sizeablestakesinmostofthelarge-
andmid-cap stocks listedon the
stockexchanges. Carryingvalue,
orbookvalue, is theoriginal cost

as reflected in thebalance sheet
minusthedepreciation.
TheCorporation,which isgo-

ing foran IPO, saysprofit onsale/
redemptionof investments rose
by47.27percentfromRs31,361.67
million in fiscal 2020 to Rs
46,186.75 crore in fiscal 2021
whichwasonaccountof realised
profits on sale of equity.Over90
percentof thecorporation’spoli-

cyholders’equity investmentson
a standalone basis are held in
stocks that areapart of theNifty
200 and BSE 200 indices as on
September30,2021,LICsaid.
According to stock exchange

data, LIC’s 6.13 per cent stake in
RelianceIndustriesaloneisworth
aroundRs 97,000 crore. It holds
12.16 per cent stake in Larsen&
Toubro,whichiswortharoundRs

31,000 crore as per the current
market valuation. LIC’s 16.21per
centstakeinITCLtdisworthover
Rs44,000crore.
Outofthetotalinvestmentsof

Rs39.55lakhcrore,37.45percent
(Rs14.81 lakhcrore) is inCentral
govtsecurities,24.62percent(Rs
973,800crore)instategovtsecuri-
ties, 8.06 per cent (Rs 318,894
crore) in bonds anddebentures
and 3.07 per cent (Rs 121,297
crore)towardsloans.
Amongsectors that comprise

over5percentof thetotal invest-
ments, financialserviceactivities,
except insurance activities, ac-
countforRs1,26,476crore,or21.98
percentof total investments,and
infrastructure-relatedactivitiesRs
60,528crore,or10.52percent.
AsofSeptember2021,LICpol-

icyholdershad total investments
ofRs39,49,516.37croreonastand-
alonebasis. This ismore than3.3
timeshigherthantotalassetsun-
dermanagement(AUM)ofallpri-
vate life insurers in India andap-
proximately16.2timesmorethan
the AUMof the second-largest
player intheIndianlife insurance
industry in termsof AUM—SBI
LifehadthesecondlargestAUMof
about Rs 2.4 lakh crore—and is
also1.1timestheAUMoftheentire
mutual fund industry,whichhad
AUMofaroundRs36.7lakhcrore
asofSeptember.“Theinvestment
policymaintainsa‘safetyfirst’ob-
jective,reflectedinourinvestment
insovereignbonds,high-ratedcor-
porate bonds and equities,” LIC
prospectussays. Full report

onwww.indianexpress.com

Mumbai:Glance, an artificial in-
telligence-drivenlock-screenplat-
form, is planning to raise $ 200
million (around Rs 1,500 crore)
fromJioPlatformsLtdinitsSeries
Droundof funding.
Theproposed investment by

Jio is aimed at accelerating
Glance’s launchinseveralkeyin-
ternationalmarkets outside of
AsiasuchastheUS,Brazil,Mexico
andRussia. Thecompany isaim-
ing to create theworld’s largest
live content and commerce
ecosystemonthelockscreenand
willusethefundsraisedtoexpand
globally. In addition to Jio
Platforms, Glance is also backed
by technology giantGoogle and
SiliconValley-basedventurefund
MithrilCapital.ENS

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY14

JIO PLATFORMS has formed a
joint-venturewithLuxembourg-
basedsatellite-linkedcontentcon-
nectivitysolutionsproviderSESto
deliver satellite broadband serv-
icesacrossIndia.

Contoursofthedeal
Inapressstatement,thecom-

panies said that the jointventure
will usemulti-orbit space net-
works that is a combination of
GEO(geostationaryequatorialor-
bit) andMEO(mediumearthor-
bit)satelliteconstellationscapable
of deliveringmulti-gigabit links
andcapacity to enterprises,mo-
bilebackhaulandretailcustomers

across the length andbreadthof
India andneighbouring regions.
Thejointventurewillbethevehi-
cleforprovidingSES’ssatellitedata
andconnectivityservicesinIndia,
except for certain international
aeronautical andmaritime cus-
tomerswhomaybeservedbySES.
Itwillhaveavailabilityofupto100
Gbps capacity fromSESandwill
leverageJio’ssalesreachinIndiato

unlockthismarketopportunity.As
partof investmentplan, the joint
venturewill develop extensive
gatewayinfrastructureinIndiato
provideserviceswithinthecoun-
try,thecompaniessaid.

DifferenceswithStarlinkor
OneWeb
Yes,SESprimarilyhassatellites

in theGEO and theMEO,while
those of ElonMusk-led Starlink
andBhartiGroup’sOneWebarein
the lowearthorbit (LEO).While
GEOsatellitesarepositionedatan
altitudeof 36,000km,MEOand
LEOarelowerataltitudesof5,000-
20,000kmand500-1,200km,re-
spectively.Thealtitudeofthesatel-
lite isdirectlyproportional to the
area of earth that it covers.
Therefore, thehighera satellite is

positioned, the larger an area it
covers.

Advantagesanddisadvantages
GEOandLEOsatellitesarecon-

sideredtobethetwoextremesin
satellite communications.While
GEO satellites provides a larger
coverageandthereforeonlythree
satellites can cover the whole
earth, hundredsof LEOsatellites
areneededtoprovidecoverageto
a larger area.Andgiven that LEO
satellites are closer to theearth’s
surface, connectivity provided
throughthesetypicallyhaslower
latenciesthatconnectivitythrough
GEOsatellitesisbereftof.Further,
LEOsatellites are smaller andare
cheaper to launch thanGEOsor
MEOs. Full report on

www.indianexpress.com

Vedanta &
Foxconn to
make chips
in India
REUTERS
TAIPEI,FEBRUARY14

FOXCONNSAIDonMondayithad
partneredwith Vedanta Ltd to
make semiconductors in the
country, as the electronics giant
lookstodiversifyitsbusinessamid
aglobalchipshortage.
Foxconn, theworld’s largest

contractelectronicsmanufacturer
andamajorApplesupplier,hasex-
pandedintoareasincludingelec-
tric vehicles (EVs) and semicon-
ductors in recent years. In a
statement, Foxconn said it had
signedamemorandumofunder-
standingwithoil-to-metalsgroup
Vedantatomakesemiconductors,
callingit“asignificantboosttodo-
mesticmanufacturingofelectron-
icsinIndia.
“Foxconnsaid itwould invest

$118.7milliontosetupajointven-
ture company with Vedanta,
which would be the majority
shareholder of thenewventure.
Foxconnwould hold 40%of the
venture’sshares,itadded.
The Taiwan company has in

recent years counted semicon-
ductorsamongitscorebusinesses
andlastyearformedapartnership
with Yageo Corp tomake semi-
conductorchips.

FMoncryptos:Govt,RBI ‘onboard’,
willcontinuetohave ‘discussions’

FinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharamanwithReserveBankof
IndiaGovernorShaktikantaDas, inNewDelhi,Monday.ANI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY14

FEARS OF a Russian attack on
Ukraineledtoaglobalsell-off,with
theSensexalsotakinga3percent
hit. Thebenchmark30-share in-
dex crashed 1,747 points to
56,405.84 while the Nifty50
plunged532points to16,842.80
inthesell-offledbyfinance,bank-
ing,metalsandrealtystocks.
The decline was led by the

small-capindex,whichfell4.15per
cent. The rupee plunged by 24
paisetocloseat75.60against the
US currency as geopolitical ten-
sions pushed investors towards
safe-havenassets.
According to analysts, global

cues arenowdictating the trend
andtheprevailinggeopoliticalten-
sionbetweenRussiaandUkraine,
combinedwithasteadyuptickin
crudeoil,isnotgoingwellwiththe
participants.
VinodNair, headof research,

GeojitFinancialServices,said,“The
risksentimentwasfurtherdamp-
enedaheadof theUSFed’semer-
gencymeeting,whichheightened
fearsofaggressivemonetarytight-
ening...annualWPIinflationeased
marginally to 12.96 per cent in
January from13.56 per cent in
December,butstillhigh...”
Analysts cautioned investors

againstblindly taking freshposi-
tions. “... Investors are advised to
keep strict stop loss considering
volatilityinthemarkets.Alsobuy
ondipsissuggestedbutinvestors
shouldplantheirpositionkeeping
adequate liquidity,” said Rahul
Sharma,co-owner,Equity99.
OnWallStreet, at1:39pmET,

theDowJoneswasdown155.56
points, or 0.45 per cent, at
34,582.50while theNasdaqwas
up32.79points,or0.24percent,at
13,823.94,asperaReutersreport.
Brentcruderose0.5percentto

$94.91abarrelby1:28pmET,af-
ter touching its highest since
October2014at$96.16.

Life InsuranceCorporation,Mumbai. File

`

‘Muted impact: Biz activity
back to pre-thirdwave level’
The last week saw a pick-up in business activity to the
pre-third Covid-19wave levels, according to the
Nomura India Business Resumption Index

Mobility indicators are
returning to pre-thirdwave
levels, pointing out that
Googleworkplace and retail
and recreationmobility rose by
5.6 pp and7.9 pp,
respectively,while theApple
driving index rose by 18pp

Labour participation rate
inched lower to40.3 per cent
from40.5per cent in the
previousweek,while power
demand fell by 1.5 per cent
week onweek as payback from
the precedingweek’s 13.3 per
cent rise

Trends in ultra-high frequency data suggest a more muted impact of the
third wave on growth overall, the impact is concentrated among contact-
intensive services, and is not broad-based; and growth is likely bottomed at
end-January and appears set to rebound in February

Source:
Nomura/PTI

17.7%point recovery in the
NIBRI from its nadir

and almost fully compensates for
the thirdwave losses

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY14

STRONGLYRECOMMENDINGfor
abanonprivatevirtualcurrencies
in India, Reserve Bank Deputy
Governor T Rabi Sankar on
Mondaysaidcryptocurrenciesare
verymuch like “a speculative or
gamblingcontractworking likea
Ponzischeme”.
“More substantially, they can

(and if allowedmost likelywill)
wreck the currency system, the
monetaryauthority, thebanking
system, and in general
Government’sabilitytocontrolthe
economy,” Sankar said. “They
threatenthefinancialsovereignty
ofacountryandmakeitsuscepti-
ble to strategicmanipulationby

private corporates creating these
currencies orGovernments that
control them,” he said at an IBA
meet. “They are akin to Ponzi
schemes,andmayevenbeworse,”
Sankarsaid.“Fromwhatwehave
seensofar, theredoesnotappear
tobeanycasetoallowcryptocur-
renciestobelegitimizedinIndia.”
Hesaid increasedacceptance

of cryptocurrencieswould result
in effective ‘Dollarization’ of our
economy.“Dollarization, it iswell
understood,would undermine
theabilityofauthoritiestocontrol
moneysupplyorinterestrates,as
monetarypolicywouldnothave
anyimpactonthenon-Rupeecur-
renciesorpaymentinstruments,”
Sankarsaid.“Whenthathappens,
India losesnot just its currency, a
definingfeatureofitssovereignty,

but itspolicycontrolof theecon-
omy.Withlossoftractionformon-
etarypolicy, theability to control
inflation would be materially
weakened,”Sankarsaid.
Hesaidtherearealreadyindi-

cations thatprivate cross-border
flowsaretakingplaceincryptocur-
rencies.“Ifthistrendislegitimised,
apartoftheflowsrelatedtotrade
payments, personal remittances

orcrossborderinvestmentswould
bemadeinthesecryptocurrencies.
As they arenon-reserve curren-
cies,thiscouldhaveadverseimpli-
cationsforIndia’sforeignexchange
reserves,whichlendstabilitytothe
externalsector,”Sankarsaid.
It has been argued that the

original scheme devised by
CharlesPonziin1920isbetterthan
cryptos fromasocialperspective,
hesaid.EvenPonzischemesinvest
inincomeearningassets.“Abond
withsimilarcash flowswouldbe
valuedat zero,which, in fact, can
bearguedasfundamentalvalueof
a cryptocurrency. If everything
eventually returns to its equilib-
riumvalue,thentheprognosisfor
investorsincryptocurrenciesisnot
ahappyone,”hesaid. Full report

onwww.indianexpress.com

Jio to invest
$200 million
in Glance

■Aspartof investment
plan, thejointventure
willdevelopextensive
gatewayinfrastructure
inIndiatoprovide
services

INVESTMENTPLAN

Jio enters satellite broadband service
market, forms joint venture with SES

Small caps most hit
as Sensex records
biggest fall in 10 mths

“Moresubstantially,they
(cryptos)can(andif
allowedmostlikelywill)
wreckthecurrency
system,themonetary
authority...”

TRABISANKAR
DEPUTYGOVERNOR,RBI

Cryptos ‘worse’ than ponzi: RBI DG

Sebi cancels
registration of
4 stock brokers
NewDelhi:SebionMondaycan-
celled the registration of four
stock brokers and11depository
participants. It said the registra-
tionoffourstockbrokers—Karvy
StockBroking,ConardSecurities,
Anee Securities and Credential
Stock Brokers—have been can-
celled upon expulsion from the
stockexchanges.
Theentitieswhoseregistration

hasbeencancelledasdepository
participants are — Wellindia
Securities, BRHWealthKreators,
Fairwealth Securities, Vrise
Securities,MKChandanBroking
(RTGShareBroking), KSBLSecu-
rities,VineetSecurities,AneeSecu-
rities,SumpoornaPortfolio.
SebionMondayalsocameout

withtradingfeaturespertainingto
electronic gold receipts (EGR)on
stockexchangeplatforms,aspera
PTIreport.ENS,WITHPTI

LIC holds stocks worth `9.79 lakh crore

57,500

57,200

56,900

56,600

56,300

56,000
Open Close

56,720.32

56,405.84

Down1,747points (3%)

SENSEX (intra-day)

NewYork:USFederalReserve
officialsarepushingbackon
theideathatcentralbankers
might raise interest rates in
betweenmeetingsandmade
it clear thatwhile they are
poisedtobeginliftingratesin
March,theinitialrisemaybe
smaller thanwhat investors
havebeguntoexpect.Federal
ReserveBankofSt.Louispres-
ident JamesBullardsaid the
Fedneeds to react todata in
an“organised”way.NYT

Inflation: Fed
officials call for
measured reply

New Delhi
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Further details in this regard can be seen at (https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in)

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1124(2021-22)

Sd/-
(J.C. Garg)

EE(SDW)VIII

Stop Corona: Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing and Maintain Hygiene

DELHI JAL BOARD
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SDW)-VIII

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT (WSTP), DWARKA SECTOR 16D,
PAPPAN KALAN, DELHI-110078

Email:- eesdw8@gmai.com

S.
No

Name of work Estimate
Cost

E/Money Tender
Fee

Date of release of
tender in

e-procurement solution

Last date /time of receipt
of tender through

e-procurement solution

1 Augmentation/ up-gradation of various
existing STPs in Delhi (package-1)

465.3 Cr 2.70 Cr. 1500/- 2022_DJB_216643_1
Dt. 11.02.2022

18.03.2022 at 3.00 P.M.
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CROSSWORD4664

ACROSS
1Improveoncasualacquaintance
(4,2)
4Whatpromptsconsumer
demand(8)
9Anencroachmentonthepublic
highway?(6)
10Nutsgowellwithcheese (8)
12Adrawerofmoney(4)
13Europeansonemaymeet in
noisy taverns? (5)

14Reporta fringe fashion(4)
17Settleaftera freshstart inNorth
America (12)

20Isher jobto type, sortoutor
gatherpens?(12)

23Theremaybeacatch in it (4)
24Passoutwithmanyatwitch(5)
25Deepsea fish (4)
28Schoolworkeveryprisoner
shouldhave(8)

29Winningticket-holdergoes
back for theprize (6)

30Artist is tobecomeawriter (8)
31Romanwithasettledroutine in
public transport (6)

DOWN
1Priestintroubleremainspure(8)
2Legislationthatwentagainst the
grain (4,4)
3Erectasa tree (4)
5Hisclientsneedtohavetheir
headsexamined(12)
6Howsomeartists scratcha
living? (4)
7Hecometh inplayorcinema
production(6)
8Officer foundonthestaff (6)
11Landingprize jobsat theendof
thecourses? (7,5)

15Shoutout inonedirection(5)
16 Insert inaballad (5)
18Cookheatspanforbird (8)
19Struggles tomaintain faith in
thepast (8)

21Twoarticlesappearatopposite
points in thecity (6)

22Leastcommonformof arrest
(6)

26Markshowsunendingalarm
(4)

27Acceptassound(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Youwon'tbealone
indecidingthat
friendsand
colleaguesare just

beingtoomuchtrouble.One
minute they'realloveryou, the
next it'sallover.Neitherat
homenoratworkwillyoube
free fromsuchcapricious
people.And, if children, friends
or loverswantmostof the
attention,you’dbetter let them
have it.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Thetimemaynotyet
havecomefor
decisiveactionat
home. Inanyevent,

there is somuchpotential for
misunderstandingthisweek
thatyoumightbewelladvised
tostick touncontroversial
matters,difficultas this
restrictionmaybetoobserve.
Really, youneedtomakeup
yourownrules.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Bearing inmindthat
youarepassing
throughaphaseof
existencethatmust

bedescribedas favourable,you
maysurvivea financial crisis
intact.However,youshould
insureyourself by takingevery
possibleprecaution.Afterall, a
goodgambleralwayscalculates
theodds inadvance.

CANCER(June22- July23)
It isnowtimetostart
holdingpeacetalks.
Even if friendsand
colleaguesarestill

behaving irrationally,youmust
makeeveryeffort topouroilon
troubledwatersanddistinguish
fact fromfantasy.And,asan
addedaside,don't letanyone
over-chargeyou.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Whatyouneednow
isabolt-hole,
somewhere tohide
fromtheattacksand

criticismsthatseemtobe
heading inyourdirection.One
of your fears is thatpersonal
frictionwilldisruptyour
working life.Perhapsyou're just
a little toothin-skinnedtoday.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Thestrongestplanet
of themoment is
Venus,which is
currently indicating

emotional turmoil. This isnot
aneasytimeforyoupractical
Virgoans,but it is certainly
easier than lastweek,and I
suspect thatyouwillhandle
partners'demandsbetter than
mostpeople.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Obstinacydoesn't
suityou. Itneverdid,
and itcertainly
doesn'tnow.

AccordingtoanoldChinese
saying, thebranchwhichdoes
notbend inthewindwillbreak.
Rightnow,youare thatbranch,
so it isvital thatyouadopta
pragmaticapproach.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
Yourplanetary
picturesareso
contradictory that it
ishonestly

impossible tosaywhether this
isagoodmoment foryouto
travelornot.Muchdependson
howyouhandleyourpersonal
relationships. I thinkthat it's
timeto tieup looseends.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Aroundthis timeof
year,whentheSunis
beginningtopass
through

materialistic regionsof your
chart, youare forcedtopay
moreattentiontoother
people'sneeds.Thesense in
suchanapproachwillbecome
clear if youconsider the
financial consequencesof a
personal rift.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Youdotendto feel
over-dependenton
peoplearoundyou,
andthe

determinationofothers to
exploityourdiscomfortmay
makeyoufeeluneasyabout the
future.Yet, if youare tobe
entirely truthful, youmustsee
justhowfaryouareresponsible
for thecurrentsituation.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Very little in
astrology is subject
to fate, or to
circumstanceswe

can't influence.Difficult
planetaryaspects arenot
boundtobringpersonal
disputes to the fore, but this
maybeprecisely the result you
getunlessyou take the
initiativeand try to force
everyone toco-operate.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
It is saidof the
Pisceanthathe,or
she, finds italmost
impossiblenot to

share inotherpeople's
unhappiness.Yetyouknow
that, at times like these, it is so
muchmorehelpful if you
attempt tosoothetheir ruffled
feathers.Bringasmile toa
partner’s lips.
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Timehasawonderfulwayofweedingoutthe____.-HowardH.Aiken(7)

SOLUTION:PAPER,LIVID,REVOLT,CONVEX
Answer:Timehasawonderfulwayofweedingoutthetrivial.-HowardH.Aiken

EPPAR EORVLT

DLVII CENOXV

SolutionsCrossword4663:Across:1Tiger,4Lunatic,8Ida,9Fruitless,10Naivete,
11Athos,13Rather,15Debris,18Marie,19Sackbut,21Termagant,23Lip,
24Flashed,25Susan.Down:1Thinner,2Gladiator,3Rifle,4Laurel,5Nitrate,6The,
7Costs,12Harebells,14Eyewash,16Setupon,17Island,18Motif,20Cites,22Ria.

JUMBLEDWORDS

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDALOVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, PWD BUILDING,

ASSAM, GUWAHATI-3
No. CE/TB-IV/123/2022/...

PRESS NOTICE
The Chief Engineer, P.W.D (Building), Assam, on behalf of the Governor of Assam invites Bids
for Technical & Financial offer as per Request for Proposal from qualified and experienced firms
(criteria as per in REP document) for providing “Project Management Consultancy Services”
for the following work :

• The details may be seen in e-procurement portal website i.e. www.asssarntenders.gov.in.
• The validity period of the Bid shall be 180 days from the date of submission.
• The Bidders must be registered with the E-tendering system (ETS) of the Govt. of Assam.

(website: http//assamtenders.gov.in)
• The Chief Engineer P.W.D (Building), Assam reserves the right to accept or reject any or all

proposals without showing any reasons what so ever.
Sd/-

Chief Engineer, PWD (Bldg.),
Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3.

Bid Cancellation Notice
No. CE/TB-IV/89/2021/5,
It is for general information of all concerned that the bid invited vide No. SMC/89/2021/3, dtd.
6-12-2021, with online Tender ID No.: 2022_PWBNH_24224_1, for the work “Construction of
Integrated Directorate Complex at Betkuchi, Guwahati, Assam” is hereby cancelled due to
technical reasons.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer, P.W.D. (Bldg)

Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3.
Janasanyog/C/12074/21

SI. No. Name of Work Approx. Value of the
project.

1 PMC services for “Construction of Proposed New Assam House,
at Sector-13, Dwarka, New Delhi”.

Rs.1986.28 Lakh

2 PMC services for “Construction of the Annexe-II Building with
Extended floors and including Interior and Furnishing works at
Dispur, Guwahati-6.

Rs. 6831.97 Lakh

3 PMC services for “Construction of New G+5 office Building (Block-
11) in Janata Bhawan Complex, Dispur Assam”.

Rs. 7384.99 Lakh

New Delhi



VolXC-83Regd.No.DL-21046/03-05R.N.I.No.506/57. PrintedandPublishedbyR.C.MalhotraonbehalfofTheIndianExpress(P)LimitedandPrintedatTheIndianExpress(P)LimitedPress,A-8,Sector-7,Noida-201301andDBCorpLtd,DainikBhaskarVillageUnanTola,NearDanapurCantt,
ShivylyaRoad,PostKhagaul,Shahpur,Patna(Bihar)andPublishedatTheIndianExpress(P)Limited,MezzanineFloor,ExpressBuilding,9&10,BahadurShahZafarMarg,NewDelhi110002.Editorialoffice:TheIndianExpress(P)Limited,MezzanineFloor,ExpressBuilding,9&10,BahadurShah
ZafarMarg,NewDelhi-110002.Phone:0120-6651500.Advertisingoffice:TheIndianExpress(P)Limited,B1/B,Sector-10,Noida-201301.Phone:01206651291.ChairmanoftheBoard:ViveckGoenka,ChiefEditor:RajKamalJha,Editor:UnniRajenShanker,Editor(Delhi):RakeshSinha****

ResponsibleforselectionofNewsunderthePRBAct.Copyright:TheIndianExpress(P)Limited.Allrightsreserved.Reproductioninanymanner,electronicorotherwise,inwholeorinpart,withoutpriorwrittenpermissionisprohibited.TheIndianExpress®

SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY14

CHARUSHARMAsteppedinatthelastminute
totakechargeoftheIPLauctionafterauction-
eer Hugh Edmeades collapsed on stage.
Sharma,aveterancommentatorandpresen-
ter, talks abouthowhewent about conduct-
ingtheevent,hisstintwithRoyalChallengers
Bangalorein2008andtheroleshehasplayed
inhisvariedcareer.

Whatabizarretwodays!Howdiditall
unfold?
Itwasn’t just the fall of auctioneerHugh

EdmeadesthatgotmeintotheIPLauctionbut
alsoanotherinjury-tomyrightshoulder-that
brought about this strangehappening. I had
fallen inKathmanduwhere Ihadgone foran
auction foracricket leagueanddamagedmy
shoulder.Ihavebeenathomenowforweeks,
gettingmyphysiotherapy done; (IPL chair-
man)BrijeshPatel knew Iwas aprofessional
auctioneerandthat’swhyhecalledme.

Doyouhaveanyspecialprep-up
techniqueoraroutinethatyoudobefore

gettingonstage?What’sthebiggest
challengeinauctioneering?
Idon’thaveone.Justalittlewordtomyself

that‘keepitstraight,keepitquick,keepitabit
light andhumourous’. The auction itself isn’t
suchabigdeal.Letmebehonest, Idon’tthink
it’ssomereal toughjob.Thecontextwasabit
unusual of course and theproducer toldme
we are in themiddle of a bid forWanindu
Hasaranga. I tell him, ‘don’tworry, it’s all par
for the course forme.” And this auctionwas
well-structuredanyway.
Thebigthingishowmuchtimedoyouwait

for a bid to come through? For the teams to
comeupwith the numbers. You can’t rush
themtoomuchandyoucan’twaiteternally.
It’stheIPL,theownersarehigh-profile;you

havetodoaprofessionaljob.Onlythingisthat
Ihadtobeatouchmoregenerousasthereare
high-stakes in the IPL. Youdon’twant to be
cruelorbrutal.Buttherearesomanyplayersto
gothrough;youcan’twastetimeeither.

Doyouthinkyouslippeduponany
occasioninthelasttwodays?
Therewas thisone time for anuncapped

playerwhenChennai SuperKings cameone
microsecondafterIhadsaid‘passed’.Thenthey

said ‘hellohello’, and I said Iwill allowthatas
nooneelsewasbiddinganywayand this is a
matteroflifeandcareerfortheathleteaswell,
whootherwisewouldgounsold.Theybid20
(lakh),theminimum,andtooktheplayer.

YouwereinvolvedwiththeIPLbeforeas
CEOofRCBin2008butweresackedby

VijayMallya.Howdidyoushrugthatoff?
I have a laidback approach to life. That

helpedme, I guess. Even as I say that, itwas
fourdaystoaweekofareallydarkperiod.
It troubledme asmy father had died at

the start of that tournament. Therewas so
muchworkwith the IPL that I could barely
evengohelpmybrother,whosaid, ‘godothe
IPL, Iwill take care.’ So thatwas churning in
the background; I had given three-four
monthsofmylifetoit. Iworkedharderthan
everbefore inmylife.Thentobetreatedthe
way Iwas; itwasbrutal.
Iwas pretty upset anddown for awhile.

Lifeissomuchbigger,Ihavesomanyinterests

-andall that realisationbeginstoseepinand
that’showIgotoverthat.
I remember mywife was so delighted

with thephase after that. I havenever been
so loved bymywife as I was in that phase!
Becauseshehadwarnedme,goingintothat
IPL job, ‘don't take it. Don’t enter this caul-
dron.Don’tworkwithhim.Whatareyoudo-
ing?’ I would say, ‘leave it to me, it’s only
cricket, Iwillbeokay!’Andafterthatshetold
me, ‘see, I toldyou!”
Two things did painme. I had thrown

everythingintoit.Hadtheresponsibilitytotake
everybodyalong.ThenIgotcutoffsobrutally.
Thatexperienceskewedsomethingsome-

whereasIseemtohavelosttherelationsthat
Ihadwiththe(television)channels.Afterhav-
ingworked somuch, over somany critical
events,butafterthisIPL,forsomestrangerea-
son,thechannelstreatedmeaspersonanon-
grata.

Youbeganbroadcastinginthe1982Asian
Gamesjustafteryoursportingcareer.
Yes, Iwas the junior champion for seven

years fromtheageof 11. I cansafely say that I
was among the top three springboarddivers
in the country, the first twowere from the

Armyandwerebacked.Ihadqualifiedforthe
1978CommonwealthGamesbuthad togive
upasIhadtogoatmyownexpense.Ihaddone
wellbutquitat theripeageof19!Iwasalsoa
first-division cricketer inKolkata. Thebroad-
castingcareerstartedand it tookoff once the
countryliberalisedandmorenetworksbegan
tocomeinthe90s.

Lookingback,howdoyouassessyour
career-sportingoneintheteens,then
broadcaster,CEO,auctioneer?
I havebeena child of immensegood for-

tune. By sitting around, zero ambition really,
by notwanting things desperately, somany
things have come tome. I have had such a
blessedlifethatit’snotevenfunny.Sometimes,
youhavetoadmirepeoplewhogoout,havea
drive,adream,andgetit. Iamquitetheoppo-
site,laidback.Idon’twanttoreachanywhere;
let the things that come tome, come. And
whentheycome,theyaresweet!

DidyoufeelsadthatEdmeadescameback
intheend?
No, hehad comeall theway todo this. Iwas
justasubstitute.Hefeltgoodenoughto
comebackanddoit intheend.Allgood.

‘Injury to my right shoulder brought about this strange happening’

ABHISHEKPUROHIT
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY14

Since the 2019World Cup, India’s spinners
havetheworsteconomyrate,5.72,inOne-Day
Internationalsamongthe12ICCfull-member
teams. India’saverageof48.38andstrikerate
of 50.7 are better thanonly Zimbabwe’s and
marginally, England’s. After the recent South
AfricaODIs, coachRahulDravidhadpointed
outtheneedtoimproveIndia’swicket-taking
optionsthroughthemiddlestageofanODIin-
nings,whenspinnersareusedmoreoftenthan
not.
“Mr (Sunil) Gavaskarwould tellme, ‘you

go for 50 runs in 10 overs but getme three
wickets,andI’llbehappywiththat.’Andmind
you, 50 runs in those days was big,” says
LaxmanSivaramakrishnan.
In his debut ODI series, the World

ChampionshipinAustraliain1985,theformer
India leg-spinnermemorably tossedup the
ballandmadeitdrift,dipandturntolurebats-
mentotheirfall.Themagicwastovanishsoon
butwhatSivaramakrishnanshowcased then
wasclassicone-daywrist-spin; thetightrope
artofdanglingthecarrotofboundariesforthe
batsmenbutnotactuallyconcedingthem,and
insteadusingthatbaittoreel inwickets.

■ ■ ■

Over thedecades, an alreadydifficult art
hasbecomeharder.ODIrulechangesandthe
riseofT20areglobalreasons.Thefailuretode-
velop,inparticular,wrist-spinbenchstrength
inODIs, and the twodifferentworlds of do-
mesticandinternationalcricket.Thesearespe-
cifictotheIndianpredicament.
“The real big change to thegamewas the

redballchangingtowhite,”SachinTendulkar
hadtoldthispaper inaninterviewpublished
last Friday. “The redball becamesoft, gotdis-
coloured,andwashardtopick.So,ifaspinner
was bowling, one had to watch the hand
closelyas itwas toughtosee the ‘spin’on the
ballwhileitwasintheair.”
Spinners took ahit againwhen twonew

white balls, one fromeach end,were intro-
ducedafterthe2011WorldCup.“Aballwould
getusedonlyfor25oversfromoneend,”said
Tendulkar. “Evenwhen the spinners came to

bowl later inthegame, itwasnottoodifficult
tosight.”
In 2012, the ICC restricted thenumber of

deepfieldersinODIstofourinsteadoffivefrom
the 11th to the 40th over. Themiddle overs
wentfrom‘boring’toboundary-fests,andthe
spinners,whooperatedusuallyinthatperiod,
borethebrunt.
“Thischangesthepsycheofbothbatsmen

andbowlers,”Tendulkarsays.“Incasethatex-
tra fielderwas at, say, long-on, the batsman
wouldthinktwicebeforehitting.”

■ ■ ■

Inlate2017,‘KulCha’becametheflavourin
Indiancricket, threatening to turn thebread-
and-butteroffingerspintotoast.Inearly2018,
KuldeepYadavandYuzvendraChahal looted
33wicketsinthesix-matchODIseriesinSouth
Africa.
But gradually, Kuldeep’s returns started

falling, as didhis game time, even in the IPL.
India went back to the left-arm spin of
Ravindra Jadeja,who’s averaged58.75 at 5.5
runsanoversincethe2019WorldCup.
In the SouthAfricaODIs, thehome spin-

nerstookninewickets,India’smanagedthree.
Forget Tabraiz Shamsi andKeshavMaharaj,
evenAidenMarkramhadmorewickets than
RAshwin.
ViratKohliledIndia’swhite-ballteamsfor

nearly five years, but not a singlewrist-spin-
nernotnamedChahalorKuldeepgotasingle
ODIunderhim.RahulChahardidgetagame,
but under Shikhar Dhawan in the second-
stringsidethattouredSriLankalastyear.Once
Kuldeepfaded-andwhyhisdeclinecouldn’t
bearresteddeservesastoryinitself–therewas
norealback-up.Theteammanagementtried
toplugtheholewithfingerspin,butthatwas
replacingappleswithoranges.
“A captainhas ahugepart toplay inhan-

dlingspinners.Inmytime,SunilGavaskarwas

outstandingasskipper.Hismanmanagement
wassuperb.MahendraSinghDhoniwasbet-
terthanViratthewayheledthespinners,”says
Sivaramakrishnan.

Feeder lineempty
Notthatthecupboardisoverflowingwith

options. In the last five years in the one-day
VijayHazareTrophy,onlytwoofthetop10spin
wicket-takers arewrist-spinners –Mayank
Markande andveteran PiyushChawla. That
number doubles to four – Chawla, Shreyas
Gopal, Chahar,MAshwin -- for theT20Syed
MushtaqAliTrophythough.
“Domestic pitches aremuch slower than

yourusuallytrueinternationalsurfaces,”says
Chawla.“Wegetveryfewpaatas(flatpitches)
thesedays. Also,wehave a lot ofmatches at
the samevenue, so thepitches get tired. The
oddgameshouldbeplayedatahigh-scoring
venuesothatspinnersgetthatexperience.
“Also, domestic batting line-ups are not

thataggressive,”Chawlaadds.“Sooftenteams
endupplayingsafe.Ascoreof say,275or280
is, seven or eight times out of 10, awinning
score.Buttheoppositeistrueininternational
cricket.
“A spell of 10-0-50-0 is considered very

normalnowadays,andthereareplentyofdo-
mesticfingerspinnerswhowillgiveyouthat.
Socaptains feelwhyshouldoneriskbowling
aleggiewithonlyfourdeepfielders.”

■ ■ ■

“Nowleg-spinnersareplayingonlyT20s,”
says Sivaramakrishnan. “They getwickets
caught in thedeepwhenbatsmenare trying
toslogthem.”
That doesn’twork to the same extent in

ODIs,accordingtothe56-year-oldcommenta-
tor. “People have beenmistaken. Fifty-over
cricketisnotanextensionofT20.Itisarestric-
tionof Tests. Abatsmancanpacehis innings
in a one-day game, but a bowler has only 10
overs, soyouhavetobereallyexcellent inor-
dertosucceed.
“(Shane)Warne and (Anil) Kumble, both

high-quality Test bowlers,werehigh-quality
ODIbowlers.Mysterycantakeyouonlysofar
as a spinner.What happened thereafter…
(Sunil) Narine and (Ajantha)Mendis could
bowlonlyfourovers.
“But spinners lack heart now. They are

happytogoatadecenteconomyratewithout
goingforwickets.EvenintheU19(WorldCup)
final,mostofthe(England)wicketsfelltopace.
Onlyonewicket fell to spinand that toooff a
slog-sweep.”
Thebasicsofspinbowlingarebeinggrad-

ually lost, feelsSivaramakrishnan. “Peopledo
notusetheirbodymuchthesedays,theybowl
withtheirhands.
“Youare supposed tospin theballmore,

notjustbowlquickthroughtheair.Youneed
togiveitaproperrip.Theamountofturnyou
get also depends on the pitch, yes, but spin
happensintheair.Youcansaythereisnoth-
ing in the pitch but that iswhere your craft
comes in.”
Sivaramakrishnanadvocatesaspin-bowl-

ingcoachforeveryteam.“Wehaveforgotten
thatourstrengthisspin.Allteamsshouldhave
a spin-bowling coach, and there is noone to
teachitbetterthanAsians.”

Spin in a tailspin
Indiantweakershave failed tomakean impact inODIs fora longtimenow,anddomesticcricket fails toproduceexcitingoptions

Forafewseasons,KuldeepYadavandYuzvendraChahalwereathreatforbatsmenbeforetheformer'sreturnsplummeted. File

INTERVIEW: CHARU SHARMA

CharuSharma(R)withHugh
EdmeadesonDay2of the IPLauction.
Twitter/IPL

Washingtonruled
outofWIT20Is
Kolkata: Spin-bowling all-rounder
WashingtonSundarwasonMonday
ruled out of the three-match T20
Internationalseriesagainst theWest
Indies owing to a hamstring strain,
adding to his never-ending woes.
The All-India senior selection com-
mitteehasnamedKuldeepYadavas
Washington's replacement, theBCCI
said in a statement. "All-rounder
Washington Sundar suffered a left
hamstring muscle strain during
fielding in the third ODI against the
West Indies played at the Narendra
Modi StadiumonFriday.He is ruled
out of the upcoming three-match
Paytm T20I Series to be played in
Kolkata from 16th February," the
BCCIsaid.Washingtonwill joinAxar
andKLRahulat theNationalCricket
Academy (NCA) for rehabilitation.
The 22-year-old Washington was
bought by Sunrisers Hyderabad for
Rs 8.75 crore in the two-day IPL
mega auction. PTI

Valievatostay,butno
medalceremony
Beijing: Russian teenager Kamila
Valievahasbeenclearedtocompetein
thewomen's figure skating competi-
tionattheWinterOlympicsdespitefail-
ing apre-Gamesdrug test, settingher
up for an attempt at a second gold
medal.Whatever happens on the ice,
Valievawillnotgetamedalceremony
momentinBeijing.Norwillanyskater
whofinishes inthetopthreewithher.
The CAS clearedValieva to skate less
than12hours after ahastily arranged
hearing.Apanelofjudgesruledthatthe
15-year-oldValieva,thefavoriteforthe
women'sindividualgold,doesnotneed
tobeprovisionallysuspendedaheadof
afullinvestigation.Thecourtgavehera
favorabledecisioninpartbecausesheis
aminor,knowninOlympicjargonasa
“protectedperson”. AP

Smithtorecover
fromconcussion
Sydney:AustraliabatterSteveSmithis
expectedtomakefull recoverywithin
a week from his latest concussion
episodeandbeavailableforthetourof
Pakistan. Smith,whohas a history of
concussions, hit his headhardon the
SCG turf in an audacious leaping at-
tempttostopasixnearboundaryrope
in the second T20I against Sri Lanka
whichAustraliawoninSuperOveron
Sunday.CricketAustralia (CA)said the
32-year-oldwillbesubjectto"lowlevel
protocols"overthecomingdaysbefore
anrecoverywithintheweek. PTI

FCGoaaimtohalt
ATKMBcharge
Bambolim: FCGoawill look to carry
forward theirmomentum from the
last game and stop ATK Mohun
Bagan from completing a hat-trick
ofwinswhen the two sidesmeet in
an Indian Super Leaguematch here
on Tuesday. ATK Mohun Bagan
climbed to second spot after their
winoverNorthEastUnitedFC in the
lastgame, stretching theirunbeaten
run to 10matches. Ferrandowill be
up against his former side, and the
last time they met the green and
maroons ran out 2-1winners. PTI
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MESSI TAKESONREALMADRID INUCL
Having secured the services of a four-time Champions League and seven-time
Ballon d'Or winner this season in Lionel Messi, PSG hopes it will be a game-
changer. And the former Barcelona great is now under pressure to deliver against
Madrid. PSG hosts the 13-time winners in the first leg of a Round-of-16 match
on Tuesday at the Parc des Princes. AP

FIH Pro League: Fast-emerging France expose old frailties in Indian hockey
MIHIRVASAVDA
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY14

INTHEspaceof 20 secondsduring thebreak
betweenthethirdandfourthquartersagainst
France,GreggClarkused theword ‘patience’
fourtimesinhisaddresstotheplayers.Atfirst,
itwasdirected at drag-flickersHarmanpreet
Singhand Jugraj Singh,whowere repeatedly
thwartedbytheFrenchdefenders.Bythetime
the huddle broke and the teamdispersed,
Clark,inasternyetcalmtone,passedthesame
instructiontoeveryplayer.
As the former junior India chief coach,

when itwas led byManpreet Singh, Clark –
nowtheassistant coachof theManpreet-led
seniorside–isawareoftheplayers’mindsets.
Andheknowsoldhabitsdiehard.
Indian hockey has taken giant steps be-

tween2013,whenClark coached the junior
team, andnow. But a couple of aspects have
remainedconstant–inconsistencyandimpa-
tience,especiallywhenplayingagainstteams
thatmaintainproperstructureanddiscipline,
asFrancedidintheFIHProLeaguegame.
IndiafacedFrancetwicelastweek,besides

playing South Africa two times, in

Potchefstroom.Theywonthe firstmatch5-0
although,aschiefcoachGrahamReidpointed
outlater,thatresultcameagainstateamwhich
hadlandedinSouthAfricabarely48hoursbe-
fore thematch. The 5-2 defeat on Saturday,
however,gavealotmoreinsightintotheteam
that is looking tobuildon itsTokyoOlympics
bronzemedal.
France, in recent years, have constantly

punched above theirweight. The 2-2 draw
againsttheNetherlands,whoareundergoing
arebuildingphase,underlinedtheir statusas
a fast-emerging team inworldhockey. Yet, it
wasn’texpectedthey’ddemolishIndiatheway
theydidlastSaturday.
Thiswasthesecondtimeinrecentgames

that India conceded fivegoals against a team
rankedlowerthanthem;inDecember, Japan
hadstunnedIndia5-2inthesemifinalsof the
AsianChampionsTrophy.Inboththosedefeats,
therewasapattern.

Turnover troubles
Reid, in his brief analysis of the defeat to

France, saidhehoped the teamwouldstart a
matchwell and be the first to the ball. “It’s
aboutfocusandcommitment,”hehadsaid.In
theAsianChampionsTrophy,hehadurgedthe

players to ‘wakeup’whilehis teamwasget-
tingsteamrolledbyJapan.
Francewere aggressive inwinning back

possession and maintained intensity on
turnovers,slicingopentheIndiandefencewith
speedandprecisepassing.It’sironic,giventhat
Indiaareknownasapredominantlycounter-
attackingsideandhaveusedthespeedoftheir
movementandpassingtoopenupdefences.
JapantroubledIndiainasimilarway,point-

ingatthefragilityinthemidfieldandtheweak-
nessindefenceindealingwithcounterattacks.

Profligacy inattack
WhiletwoFrenchgoalscamelateintothe

match,whenIndiahadcommittedalotofmen
forward,thebiggerconcernforReidwouldbe
theprofligacy inside theattacking third. “We
created opportunities, bigwordwas execu-
tion,”Reidadmitted.
India entered France’s circle once almost

every twominutes butwere able to find the
backofthenetjusttwice.Alotoftimes,thefi-
nalpasswasmissingandeventhoughtheat-
tackers,whenpushedaway fromgoal,were
able to find a foot inside the ‘D’ and earn a
penaltycorner,thedrag-flickerswereineffec-
tive because of their one-dimensional ap-
proach.
Harmanpreet’s drag-flicks are often un-

stoppable and newcomer Jugraj Singh, too,
showed his powerwith a hat-trick against
SouthAfrica. But against quick first-rushers
whoarepreparedtothrowtheirbodiesinthe
lineoftheball, likeVictorCharlet,theirangles
were quickly shut down, rendering the at-
temptsineffective.

Inconsistent, impatient
Unable to get past a solid French de-

fence andwith theirmost potentweapon,

drag-flicks,misfiring, theplayerswere left
frustrated. And even though Clark urged
them to stay patient, the players lost the
plot, and thematch.
ThetwomatchesagainstFrancecaptured

India’sinconsistency.Inbothgames,Indiaen-
teredtheFrench ‘D’35timeseach.But inone
match,theyscoredfivewhileintheother,they
concededfive.
Such inconsistencywas the hallmark of

Indianhockeyuntilveryrecently.Reidhadin-
stilled a sense of stability and calmness into
theside,whichwasoneofthekeyreasonsthey
finishedonthepodiuminTokyo.
Thatcalmnesswasmissingduringthesec-

ondmatch against France and in patches in
Sunday’sgameagainstSouthAfrica,whenthe
hostswereabletoholdpossessionandcreate
scoring chances. India seemed rushed and
tried to force the issue, especially in the final
third, leadingtomistakes.
Reidwill have around 10 dayswith the

team before India play eight matches at
home – two each against Spain, Germany,
Argentina and England – on back-to-back
weekends. And hismessage is likely to be
similar to Clark’s instructions during the
quarterbreak: remainpatient.

HarmanpreetSinghcouldn't findthe
target inthe5-2 loss toFrance. HI

BrijeshPatel called. Can youget to
ITCGardenia right now?” I say,
‘what?’ as I hadn’t beenwatching
the auction andhadno ideawhat
had transpired. “The auctioneer
has collapsed,” hegoes.OhDamn.
“Get a coat and run"

-CHARUSHARMA
COMMENTATOR

New Delhi



SPORT22 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,TUESDAY,FEBRUARY15,2022

SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY14

CHRISWALKER, India’s new squash coach
andformerworldno.4,issittingnaked.Afew
carefully arranged squash balls save the
blushes. It was for a photoshoot in the ‘80s.
Aningeniousideafromaphotographerfriend
toattractpotentialclothingsponsors;hewas
UK's No. 1 player then, andwithout an ap-
parel contract. Sowhynot strip? “Itworked,
Igotone immediately!”
Walker is sitting on the toilet pot. The

Queen of England iswaiting for him in the
squash court to inaugurate a tournament.
Whenheeventuallysauntersout,apanicking
sentryyells,“Ihavefoundhim!”Andaskshim
torushalong.“TheQueenwaitswhileWalker
sat on the throne,” ran a headline in the
EveningStandardthenextday.Walkerlaughs
at thememory.
He is trying his best towork around the

pandemic hurdles to coach the Indians— "I
havehighhopesandconfidencethatwecan
dosomethingspecial"—but that's in the fu-
ture. It'shispast that fascinatesusfornow.A
longcareer that allowedhimaclosepeekat
the greatness of the squash sultans from
Pakistan:JahangirKhanandJansherKhanin
theend80'sandearly90's, andhisgruelling
battle against David Palmer in the 2001
BritishOpenfinalwhichhelostafterleading
2-0thathestillrevisitsnowandthen.Butbe-
fore we go to Birmingham 2001 for some
masochism,it'sbesttotraveltoKarachi1993
forsomeawe.
ThegreatestsquashplayereverJahangir

Khanawaitedhiminthatworldcupsemi-fi-
nalinKarachiin1993.“Jahangirwouldbreak
downtheopponents—mentally andphysi-
cally. All-out attack, relentless, you can feel
himbreathingdownyourneck.Nothing re-
mained of you by the end of amatch. You
might just havewon a fewpoints in games
buthewouldhave sobrutally left yougasp-
ing for breath. It was sensational,”Walker
gushes.
At his pomp, over an astonishing five-

and-halfyears,Khanneverlostamatch,win-
ningaridiculous555matchesinarow.Amir-
acle that people gathered around the glass
walls in courts around theworld to catch a
glimpse.Aroundthis time,Channel4,a tele-
visionnetworkfromtheUK,senttheirmanto
Khyber Pass in Pakistan alongwith Khan to
retracehis story.A scenestandsout.Mensit
hunchedaround,riflesslantedontheirshoul-
ders. Uncles, neighbours, friends of Khan’s
olderrelatives.WhatdotheymakeofKhan?
“Achaa hai, ab jawaan hai. Aage jaake acha
khiladi banega! (Good, he is young,will be-
come better in the future!),” says one. The
documentary host convulses into a gobs-
macked-laughter,agentlegrinstretchesout
fromKhan’s lips. Nowonder, he racked up
555 triumphs; they don’t get easily swayed
inthemountains.
But in ’93, thereportinggrapevinethose

dayswasthatKhansaabhadcomeoutof re-

tirement to play in the tournament. “I am
playing60%forthecrowdshere,”Khanwould
say ahead of the game.Walker had played
himafewtimesbefore,lostall,butwasfaster,
youngerandfitternow.
“The courtwas dead and I thought now

mybetterfitnesswouldprovetobethediffer-
ence.” Khan was up and away in a flurry
thoughWalkerwouldwinonegametomake
it 1-2. But the ballswent a bit soft, after 45
minutes of Khan pummelling them. “Now,
therewasn’tmuch bounce. That threwme
off.But Jahangirwentalloutwithhisshots. I
don’tknowhowhedid,buthedid.Itwashard
togettheballbackattimes.”Walkerwasrun
ragged,buthispridewas intact.
“I once read a book bymy squash hero

Jonah Barrington, ‘Murder in the Squash
Court - TheOnlyWay toWin’, onmyway to
atournamentandcarriedawaybythesheer
bloodymindedness described in the book, I
hadwonthattournament. Jonahisofcourse
right. It’sabloodygruellingsport,youdoget

murdered.Khandidmein,all right!”
Themostbruisinglossthough,isthe2001

British Open final against David Palmer. He
was leading2-0, butwould runoutof gas to
lose the next three. “I still think about it.
BritishOpenwasmychildhooddream;itwas
the trophy I sowanted.” Still, itwasamirac-
ulous runthatyear.Unsureabouthis future,
he had taken time away from the sport,
choosing to travel around theworld for six
months.
“The love for the gamewas back at the

end of the trip and I began training. I had to
go through the qualifying rounds also that
yeartomakeittothemaindraw.Ihadacou-
ple of draining five-sets in the tournament
andIguessIwasfinishedphysicallybythefi-
nal.” For the first twogames, hewasall over
Palmer,mixinghisdropshots,volleys,pace-
and-cross-court-anglechangesbutoncethe
fatigue set in andPalmer started to runhim
down, thematchbegantoslipaway.
Considering that hewas evaluating his

career just a year before the tournament, it
wasanastonishingaccomplishment. “Still, I
was leading 2-0…” There is a pause in the
WhatsAppcallanditisn’tduetotheinternet
buffering. The question blurts out, “Are you
still haunted by it?”Walker refutes but ad-
mits it does rankle him. “But I did play and
beatPalmerinamatchnextyear.So,thatwas
a nice feeling, I had hadmy revenge. And I
know Iwas goodenough towin that British
Open if not for the body.” Murder on the
squashcourt,butmemories liveon.
“The funnything is that immediatelyaf-

tertheloss,oneof thefirstpersonsIspoketo
after I stepped off the court was Jahangir
Khan, who had retired of course but was
there.Andwhatdoeshetellme?‘Chris!Why
didn’tyouplaymoreshots?!Hahaha!Thank
you Jahangir, you should have shouted that
atmeinthemiddleofthematch.Whydidn't
I play more shots, indeed?! Crazy times.
Lovedthoseyears.”
Anerveofmemorystirs-amomentwith

JahangirKhanyearsbeforehewouldface-off
asopponents,whenhewasjusta14-yearold
kidhappytobewithastar.Later,heretrieves
photographic evidence of the special day. A
black-and-redjacketzippedtotheneck,right
hand on his hip, a radiantly happy self-pos-
sessed smile as opposed to self-conscious.
Years later, on court, Jahangirwould do his
besttobreakdownWalker’sspiritandbody.
“Showedthepicturetohimawhileback.He
thoughtitwasprettycool.Idoremembergo-
ingoncourtwithhimthen,extremelyexcited
andnervous,andthinkinghowcalmandcon-
fidentandrelaxedhewas!!Don’tremember
the conversation though. Maybe he said I
shouldgoformoreshots!!”
Squashisn’teasyonthebody.Forgetplay-

ing it, evenwatching it makes onewince.
Crouching bodies contorting in obtuse an-
gles; blinding turns; hands, legs, and heads
yanked in all directions in claustrophobic
glassedwalls—“What’snottolove?!”Walker
laughsat thatobservation.

Walker hashadbothhis hips replaced a
coupleofyearsago.JansherKhanhadmulti-
ple back surgeries last year. Jahangir Khan’s
brother’s heart stopped on the court, mid-
game.“Itisindeedaphysicallygruellingsport
-andyetsuchartistry, skill is involved.”That
it is.
“You have to be supremely fit." Like

Jahangir, butwhat else set apart the cham-
pion fromPakistan that allowedhim towin
theBritishOpen10 timesbetween1982-93
andbeasix-timeworldchampion?
“Jahangir was always relentless with

powerandabilitytohittheballsocrisply.And
hewould get on the ball so early— literally
breaking you down and leaving youwith
nowheretohide.Youwillfallapartbytheend
of a game against him. That’s what he did
timeandtimeagainandpeoplecouldn’tdeal
withit.Nowonder,ittookfive-and-halfyears
foranyonetobeathim.”
Jahangir’s career would be forever hy-

phenatedwithJansherKhan,inthemindsof
fans of a certain vintage, andWalker breaks
downhowJansherbeat Jahangir.
“SoatsomepointcameJanshertryingto

figureouthowtobellthecat.Hedoesn’thave
thephysicalpresenceof Jahangir, sohewas-
n’tgoingtowinthepaceandpowergame.He
hadto figureouthowthehell to tireout this
guy,howtomakehimvulnerableenoughto
getsomepointsandwinamatch.
“Jansher’s philosophywas that ‘I amgo-

ingtokeep Jahangironthecourt foranhour
and half to get him at least tired enough to
playagameofsquashagainsthim!Untilthen,
he is going to absorb the pressure before he
can start applying his skills.Which he obvi-
ouslyhadasheisagreatplayer;hehasshots,
strategies but none of that is going towork
for the first hour andhalf against Jahangir!”
Walkerchuckles. “Soyougot twototallydif-
ferent players. He had to develop this strat-
egypurely tooutplay Jahangir.”
Time toget into thehot seat. Jahangir or

Jansher?“IhavetosayJahangirbyatinymar-
ginbecausehewasunbeatable for five-and-
halfyears-that’sunf******believable!Jansher
hadtotalbelief inhimself inhowhewasgo-
ing to beat Jahangir and hewasmentally
tough.Athispomp,though, Jahangir’sgame
wassomethingelse.Youdidn’tgointogames
againstJansherwithanapprehensionthathe
is going to break you down. Jahangir could
and regularly did.” Suchwas Jahangir’s rep-
utation thatprofessionalswouldbook flight
ticketsforthedayafterthegameagainsthim.
Jahangirmight have asked questions of

his opponents that they had no answer but
the question that totally stumpedWalker
came from the Queen. That day when he
made herwait. “Well, not entirely true. She
was late and itwas then that I rushed to the
toilet!OnceIgreether-andIwasadvisednot
toshakeherhandbutjustbow,shehasalook
attheglasscourtbehindme,andgoes, 'Have
youplayedinoneofthesebefore?!'Isay, 'ac-
tuallyyeah,weusetheseportableglasscourts
allovertheworld.'Andshegoes,“Ohgood!So
youhavehadsomepractice.Goodluck!”

(Left)A14-year-oldChrisWalker (left)withsix-timeworldchampionJahangir
Khan;WalkerathishomeinEngland. Express

LONGREAD

Murder in the squash court
India'snewcoachChrisWalkerbreaksdownlegaciesof sultansof thesport JahangirandJansher, recalls
the2001BritishOpenfinal losstoDavidPalmer,andthetimehemadetheQueenofEnglandwait
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