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CROSSWORD4663

ACROSS
1 NativeofBengalwhowilldo
noharmonpaper (5)

4 Involved inacult that’s crazy
(7)

8 Friday’sgirl (3)
9 If resultsgoastrayeffortsmay
wellbe (9)

10 Strangenativewitheastern
simplicity (7)

11 Awildshotbuta fine
musketeer (5)

13 Tosomeextentmorewillingly
(6)

15 Anewbride’sbitsandpieces
(6)

18 Igetahorseout forher
(5)

19 Old instrument formaking
winenevertheless (7)

21 Shemakesmantarget (9)
23 Is itontheborderof
impertinence? (3)

24 Ranroundatree like lightning
(7)

25 Agirl superstar fullof sex-
appeal (5)

DOWN
1 Usedbyeconomicalpainters -
it’snotsowide(7)

2 Atonetimehefought in
spectacles (9)

3 Search foraweapon(5)
4 Hardyno;evergreenyes
(6)

5 Canturnonspeedtomakethe
landmoreproductive (7)

6 Articleused for teabythe
French(3)

7 Expenses thatare legally
incurred(5)

12 Flowersseenaroundbeerhalls
(9)

14 It clearsone’sview-to
humbug?(7)

16 Attackoneputsdifferently
(3,4)

17 Sliduneasily roundanoffshore
location(6)

18 It’san idea if Tomcomesup
first (5)

20 Names landmarksoreyesores
wehear (5)

22 Freshairandwater (3)

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr20)
It's anemotional
dayandyou're set
for abusyweek
withmanychanges

ofmood. Fromtoday, the
urgency topursuevarious
negotiations, especially those
withapersonal dimension,
will becomemoreobvious. Yet
there is no rush to reach
adecision.

TAURUS (Apr21 -May21)
At last, you can
begin tomapout the
future. Plans for the
next stageof your

relentless advance shouldnow
becomplete. Youarebeing
buoyedupbya continuing
sense that financial conditions
canonly improve.On theother
hand, further information is
required, as youwell know.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
That optimistic
planet Jupiter is at a
crucial point in its
twelve-year cycle

aroundyourhoroscope, during
whichopportunitieshave
comeandgone. The sky's the
limit as the culmination
of this long-termphase
approaches. It's time to
broadenyourhorizons.

CANCER (June22 - July23)
Even thosewho
wereonce so close
or supportivemay
nowbegoing their

ownways.Don't panic:
partners, colleagues and
associateswill bedoingyoua
good turn if they loosen the
bondsevena little. Perhaps
you shouldhave the
confidence to standonyour
own feet.

LEO (July24 -Aug23)
Partners areplaying
a complicatedgame,
that's for sure.
You're still faced

with contradictions, butmay
beutterlyunable to clarify the
issues, let alone resolve
differences. Fall backon
support fromsocial contacts as
ameansof pursuing
your goals.

VIRGO(Aug24 - Sep23)
You've got three
substantial
planetary
movements over the

nextweek.Venus is soon to
joinMercury andUranus to
complete abrilliant and
determined trio in critical
sectors of your solar chart.
There really is nothing that you
cannot achieve, if you set your
heart on it.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct23)
Yours is notusually
knownas an
adventurous sign,
even though

individual Libranshaveoften
beenknown to take a tough
stance.Now is oneof those
timeswhenall of youmay take
severalmajor steps forward. If
youhaveany truly loyal
friends, stick close, they're the
oneswhowill carry you to
the future.

SCORPIO (Oct24 -Nov22)
Muchhasbeen
writtenabout your
financial and
business affairs over

recentmonths. Everything that
takesplacenowwill convince
you that good fortune is likely
tobecomepermanent rather
than, as onceyou feared, beno
more thana temporaryblip.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Howevermuchyou
pretendotherwise,
chancewords can
godeep. Itmust

nowbe repeated that if you
stepaside andallowpartners
to take centre stage, youmay
share in their good fortune.
Also, decisions involvingyour
personal affairsmust be taken
in the full light of day.

CAPRICORN(Dec23 - Jan20)
Theplanets are
indicating the
possibility of a
dramatic

improvement inyourhealth.
Yet thiswill not takeplace
without some initiativeon
yourpart, perhapsdietary,
perhaps associatedwith
complementarymedicineor
anexercise regime.

AQUARIUS (Jan21-Feb19)
Anextraordinary
line-upof
pugnaciousplanets
is exerting an

influenceover creative sectors
of your chart, producing
exactly thedegreeof support
that youneedat this time.
Among thebeneficiaries are
people romantically linked
toyou.

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar20)
At last youcan feel
thatproperty and
domestic affairs
are goingyourway.

Certainly, youcanafford to be
optimistic about family
relationships and
everythingwhich is
emotionally fundamental to
your existence. You'll also stop
imagining that apartner is
blockingyourpath.
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DifficultyLevel4s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Thegreatcomposerdoesnotsettoworkbecauseheisinspired,butbecomesinspired
because_______.-ErnestNewman(2,2,7)

SOLUTION:ERGOT,VISIT,ENOUGH,AWAKEN
Answer:Thegreatcomposerdoesnotsettoworkbecauseheisinspired,butbecomes
inspiredbecauseheisworking.-ErnestNewman

GTEOR EOUGHN

TVIIS AAENKW

SolutionsCrossword4662:Across:1Shoestring,8Drive,9Empanel,10Spotted,11
Idiom,12Relics,14Strain,17Basra,19Cheerio,21Thoreau,22Tunis,23
Countrymen.Down:2Hairoil,3Event,4Trendy,5Imprint,6Genii,7Flamingoes,8
Distribute,13Chateau,15Arrange,16Occult,18Stoic,20Entry.

JUMBLEDWORDS

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDALOVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.

“IMPORTANT”

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II,,PPrriiyyaannkkaaW/oParikshit Arora
R/o Flat-1205, Tower-J,
Amarpali SiliconCity, Sector-
76, Noida(U.P.) have changed
myname toPriyankaSingh for
all purposes.

0040602565-1

II AparnaG,Aparnna
Gangakumary, AparnaGirli
Kumari, AparnaGirli BabuD/O,
BabuChandrasekharanR/o
FlatNo 75 -f , SecondFloor,
Pocket -a (dda Flats),Mayur
Vihar Ph -3, Kondli, NewDelhi-
110096 have changedmyname
toAparnaChandrashekhar.

0040602566-1

II GagandeepS/oKuldeepSingh
R/oE-564, JJ Colony, Raghubir
Nagar, TagoreGarden, New
Delhi-110027have changedmy
name toGagandeepSingh

0040602567-1

II Jasvir SinghS/o Jaswant Singh
r/oBE-392, 4th Floor, Hari
Nagar, NewDelhi-110064have
changedmynameas Jasvir
SinghBhatia for all purpose.
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WILLSELL5%OFEQUITY

KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY13

LIFEINSURANCECorporationof
India(LIC)hasfileditsdraftshare
saleprospectuswith thecapital
markets regulator SEBI, paving
thewayfor India’s largest initial
public offering (IPO). There is
alsoapossibilitythatLICwillbe-
comeIndia’smostvaluablelisted
company, toppling Reliance
IndustriesLtd,afterlistingonthe
stockexchanges.
LIC plans to sell 316.25mil-

lionshares,whichisabout5per
centof its total equitybase, said
thedraftredherringprospectus
filed with SEBI (Securities and

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

DEVENDRAPANDEY
&PRATYUSHRAJ
MUMBAI,NEWDELHI,
FEBRUARY13

WHEN CHENNAI Super Kings
coughed up Rs 1.5 crore for
Rajvardhan Hangarekar, the U-
19 World Cup winning all-

rounder's thoughts were with
his father who succumbed to
Covid in 2020. Chennai Super
Kingswas his father's favourite
team, and its captainMSDhoni
his favourite cricketer.
Tracking the IPL auction on

Sunday, itseemedtoomuchofa
dreamtobetruefortheson.“My
fatherjustlovedCSKandusedto

followthempassionately. Iwish
he were alive to see this day,”
Hangarekar told The Indian
Express. “Whereverheis,hewill
certainly be happier than all of
us. I really have no words,” he
said, chokingwithemotion.
SeamerRajAngadBawa,man

of the match in the Under-19
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY13

JUSTOVER100districtsarenow
reportingaweeklypositivityrate
of more than 10 per cent, indi-
cating a further decrease in the
spread of coronavirus infection
inthecountry,granulardatabe-
ing tracked by the Health

Ministry show.
On Thursday, the Ministry

had said that 141districts had a
weeklypositivityratemorethan
10percent.Twoweeksago,388
districts in the country were
above thispositivity threshold.
The steady decline in the

number of districts with a high
positivityratecorrespondstothe

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

YOGESHNAIK&
MOHAMEDTHAVER
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY13

THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL of
Maharashtra Police has posted
on Facebook plugging the Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) and in-
vited officers whowould like a
posting tomeethim.
The ATS chief haswritten to

the state government seeking
moremanpower for thesquad.
Theextraordinarypush from

thetwoofficerslastweekattestto
acripplingshortageofseniorper-
sonnel at the ATS—among the
mosthigh-profileunitsofthestate
police at one time, butwhere a
postingnolongerseemsattractive.
Sources told The Indian

Express that ATS chief Vineet
Agarwal told Additional Chief
Secretary (Home)ManuKumar
Shrivastavathatseveralpositions,
includingfourkeyones,hadbeen
lying vacant at his unit for quite
sometime,andaskedforthemto
befilledattheearliest.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

DARSHANDEVAIAHBP
BENGALURU,FEBRUARY13

WITHHIGH schools reopening
inKarnatakaonMonday,aftera
five-day break to cool commu-
nal tensions over the hijab ban
row,thepoliceinUdupihaveim-
posed prohibitory orders near
campuses for six days till
Saturdayinthesoutherndistrict
at thecentreof thecontroversy.
The move comes at a time

whenthestate isenteringacru-
cialweekinthefaceoff,withthe
Opposition set to question the
BJP state government on the is-
sueintheAssemblysessionstart-
ing Monday even as the
Karnataka High Court resumes
hearingsonpleasagainsttheban.
OnSundayevening, amulti-

faithpeacecommittee inUdupi
headed by the local BJP MLA
agreed to ensure that the High
Court's interim order on Friday,

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

RUSSIAMAYCREATE
PRETEXT TOATTACK
UKRAINE, SAYSU.S.
PAK:MANSTONED TO
DEATH, 85HELD
PAGE15

U-19 star makes it to father’s favourite IPL
team nearly 2 yrs after losing him to Covid

(clockwise,
fromabove)
Bawa;Dhull;
Hangarekar

WHILELIC’S IPOholdskey
to thegovernment’s re-
viseddisinvestment target
of Rs78,000crore for this
financial year, it remains to
beseen if themarkethas
theappetite toabsorba
mega issueata timewhen
theequitymarketsare
witnessingvolatility fol-
lowingspike in inflation
andrising interest rates
globally. Thepricingof the
issuewillhold thekey.

Pricing
of issue
iskeyE●EX

PL
AI
NE
DFew takers for

Maharashtra
ATS posting,
top cop posts
invite on FB

WORLD

10%ofpublic issue tobereserved for
eligiblepolicyholders,discount likely

LIC filespapers,
set for biggest
Indian IPOever

WEEKLYPOSITIVITYRATE
(in%)
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Dists with positivity over 10% down
to 105, sign of further retreat of virus

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHENNAI, KOLKATA,
HYDERABAD,FEBRUARY13

TAMILNADUChiefMinisterMK
Stalin said Sunday that the CMs
of non-NDA-ruled stateswould
soonholda convention inDelhi
to discuss the “threat posed to
autonomyof states”.
Stalin said he spoke toWest

Bengal CMMamata Banerjee
earlier in thedayandadecision
was takentoholdameeting.
InHyderabad,TelanganaCM

K Chandrashekar Rao talked of
coming meetings with his
Maharashtra counterpart
Uddhav Thackeray as well as
Banerjee, as part of efforts to
unite various political parties
againsttheNDAgovernment.He
also backed Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi’s demand for

proof regarding the surgical
strikes, saying half the country
including himself wanted to
knowthe“truth”.
While Stalin and Banerjee

havebothhadrun-inswiththeir
stategovernorsrecently,Raohas
beenraisingthepitchagainstthe
BJP,whichhasbeenaggressively
expanding its footprint in
Telangana.
WiththeCongress’selectoral

losses leaving a vacuum at the
top among the Opposition, all
three see an opportunity for
themselvesatthenationallevel.
The Trinamool Congress has

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

DECISION
2022
VOTINGTODAY

GOA (40)
2017:BJP13,Cong17,GFP3,
MGP3,NCP1, Ind3

■BJPformedgovtwithGFP,
MGP, Inds

2022:Cong-GFP,TMC-MGP
inalliance

UTTARAKHAND (70)
2017:BJP57,Cong11, Ind2

UTTARPRADESHPH2 (55)
2017:BJP38,SP15,Cong2

■SP-Conginalliance
Ph1(Feb10) turnout:over60%

PHASE3: FEBRUARY20

SETTING THE STAGE
Aheadof theAssemblyelection,officials inspectpolling
materialsatan indoorstadiuminPanajionSunday.ANI

HijabOKwherenouniform:peacemeet

High schools open
today in Karnataka,
Udupi clamps down

Discussion
onthreat to
autonomy:
Stalin

Call from Mamata,
Stalin says non-BJP
CMs to meet soon

New Delhi
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Hijab row: High
schools open
today, Udupi
clamps down
askingstudentsnottowearany
religious dress to class, will be
enforcedonlyineducationalin-
stitutions that have prescribed
uniforms for students -- as
statedby thecourt.
TheHighCourthadsaidthat

its interim order “is confined
to...institutions wherein the
College Development
Committeeshaveprescribedthe
studentdress code/uniform”.
Thepeacecommittee'sdeci-

sion confirms that students in
Udupiare free towear thehijab
inschoolsandcollegesthathave
no rules onwearing a uniform.
Officialssaidthemovewillhelp
inreducingtensionsovertheis-
sue. The state's Department of
Undergraduate Education does
not mandate uniforms for its
colleges, but some individual
governmentcollegeshavebeen
followingtheirownrulesinpre-
scribinguniforms.
Earlier, Chief Minister

Basavaraj Bommai said that he
had instructed district officials,
the police and school adminis-
trationstoconduct“peacecom-
mittee”meetingsovertheissue.
TheUdupimeetingwaschaired
byMLARaghupathiBhatandat-
tendedbyseveralparentsofstu-
dents, political and religious
leaders, and senior police offi-
cersanddistrictofficials.
According to Bhat, among

thosewhoattendedweremem-
bers of theMuslim Okkoota, a
groupingofcommunityorgani-
sations. A religious leaderwho
isamemberoftheOkkootacon-
firmedthattheirrepresentatives
attendedthemeeting.
Bhat said themeeting also

included representatives of the
SocialDemocraticPartyof India
(SDPI), thepolitical outfit of the
radical Popular Front of India
(PFI), which is part of the
Okkoota.SDPIleaderscouldnot
bereachedtoconfirmtheirpar-
ticipation.
However, the Campus Front

of India(CFI), thestudentorgan-
isation of the PFI that has been
playing a key role in the agita-
tionagainstahijabban,saidthey
werenot invited.
“If they (the MLA) and the

talukadministrationhadinvited
us,wewouldhaveattendedthe
meeting for thegoodof thestu-
dents,” CFI district chief Aseel
Akramsaid.AccordingtoAkram,
theSDPIwasrepresentedatthe
meeting.
Among theotherswhotook

part in themeeting were Pre-
UniversityCollegeDevelopment
Committee vice president
YashpalSuvarnaandUdupiCity
MunicipalCouncilchiefandBJP
leaderSumitraNayak.
“Theorganisationsthattook

part in themeeting responded
positivelytotheviewthatunto-
ward incidents should be
avoided over the issue and
everyone should wait till the
HighCourtgivesafinalverdict,”
MLABhat said.
Incidentally, the

Government Girls Pre-
University College in Udupi,
where the row first broke out
when a group of eightMuslim
girl students were kept out of
classrooms for wearing the hi-
jab,hasauniformprescribedfor
students.
Meanwhile, Leader of

Opposition Siddaramaiah has
convened a meeting of the
Congress legislature party on
Monday to discuss strategy for
thesession.
“Although the issue is in the

KarnatakaHighCourt,ourparty
is planning to question the BJP
government’s failure inmain-
taininglawandorderduringthe
hijab-saffron shawl row in col-
lege campuses across the state.
Wewill also demand an expla-

nationfromthegovernmenton
the declaration of holidays for
colleges till February 16,”
CongresssourcestoldTheIndian
Express.
Evenasschoolsandcolleges

were shut in the state from
February 9, the Higher
Education department had an-
nounced the closure of all first-
gradeandpostgraduatecolleges
aswell asuniversitiesandtech-
nical institutes till February16.
InUdupi,thepolicesaidpro-

hibitory orders will be in place
within 200 metres of all high
schoolsinthedistrictfrom6am
on February 14 (Monday) to 6
pm on February 19 (Friday).
“Prohibitory orders have been
issued based on requests from
the three sub-divisional police
officers of Udupi district,”
Deputy Commissioner Kurma
RaoMtoldThe IndianExpress.
The Udupi police have also

provided an armed guard for
MLA Bhat after he claimed to
have received threat calls from
unidentifiedpeopleafterthehi-
jab ban snowballed into a con-
troversy.
Speaking to reporters, Chief

Minister Bommai expressed
confidencethat“peaceandnor-
malcy”willprevail in thestate.
“Adecisionregardingthere-

opening of pre-university and
degreecollegeswillbetakenaf-
ter assessing the situation.
Trouble-makers will face legal
action as schools up to Class 10
arereopeningfromMonday.The
studentsmust focus on the ex-
aminationsscheduledinMarch,
otherthingswillbetakencareof
by investigative agencies,” he
said.
“I have asked the state's

EducationMinister to submit a
reportafterexaminingthesitu-
ationregardingthereopeningof
pre-university and degree col-
leges,basedonwhichameeting
will be held and a decision
taken,”Bommai said.

LIC files papers,
set for largest
Indian IPO
ExchangeBoardof India).
The65-year-oldLIChasato-

tal equity base of 6.32 billion
shares.
The IPO is fully an offer for

sale — which means that the
proceeds will go fully towards
the government and help it
reachitsdisinvestmenttarget.In
theUnionBudgetpresentedear-
lierthismonth,thegovernment
had pegged disinvestment re-
ceiptsatRs78,000croreforthis
financial year.
According to the offer docu-

ment,aportionofsharesnotex-
ceeding 5 per cent of the offer
will be reserved for employees.
Similarly,anotherportionnotex-
ceeding 10 per cent will be re-
servedforeligiblepolicyholders.
TheseareIndiancitizensholding
LICpoliciesasonthedateof the
draft redherringprospectus.
Thepricingof theIPOwillbe

decidedinduecourse, twodays
beforetheopeningof thepublic
offer, according to the prospec-
tus. It also added that policy-
holdersandemployeesmayget
adiscountcomparedtotheprice
offered to the public at large. A
minimum 35 per cent of issue
will be reserved for retail in-
vestors.
Theprospectusalsosaidthat

theembeddedvalueof LIC isRs
539,686crore.Embeddedvalue
is a yardstick used tomeasure
thevalueofalifeinsurancecom-
pany-- it is thesumof thepres-
ent value of all future profits
from the existing business and
shareholders’ net worth.
Insurance regulator IRDAI
cleared theLIC IPO lastweek.
Privatelifeinsurancecompa-

niesarecurrentlytradingattwo
to four times their embedded
value.Usingthesameyardstick,
LIC’smarketcapitalisationcould
be between Rs 10.8 lakh crore

andRs21.6lakhcrore.Currently,
themost valuable firm in India
isReliance IndustriesLtdwitha
market capitalisation of Rs 16.1
lakhcrore.A5percentsaleeven
at a valuation of Rs 10.8 lakh
crorewillnetthegovernmentRs
54,000 crore. This will be close
to thrice the Rs 18,300 crore
raised by One 97
CommunicationsLtd(theowner
of Paytm) in its IPO lastyear.
LIC is the largest life insurer

inIndiawitha64.1percentmar-
ket share in terms of premium,
a 66.2 per centmarket share in
terms of new business pre-
mium, a 74.6 per cent market
share in termsof number of in-
dividual policies issued aswell
as by the number of individual
agents,whichcomprised55per
cent of all individual agents in
India as atMarch 31, 2021, said
theprospectus.LICisthelargest
asset manager in India with
managed assets worth Rs 39.6
lakh crore as of September 30,
2021.LIC’sassetsundermanage-
ment (AUM) as of March 31,
2021, are more than 3.3 times
higher than the totalAUMof all
private life insurers in India.
The Corporation may allo-

cateupto60percentof theQIB
(qualified institutional buyers)
portiontoanchor investorsona
discretionarybasis.One-thirdof
theanchorinvestorportionwill
bereservedfordomesticmutual
funds. Kotak, Goldman Sachs,
Axis Capital, ICICI Securities,
BofA Securities, JM Financial,
Citigroup, JP Morgan, Nomura
and SBI CapitalMarkets are the
merchant bankers to the issue.
The IPO is expected to be con-
cludedbeforetheendof thefis-
calyearendingMarch2022.

Call from
Mamata, Stalin
says non-BJP
chief ministers
to meet soon
been trying to expand beyond
Bengal, while Stalin has floated
the ideaof anational social jus-
tice front with the DMK as its
face. Recently, Rao sent ames-
sagebysnubbingPrimeMinister
NarendraModi during a visit to
TelanganatounveiltheStatueof
Equality.
On Sunday, Stalin tweeted

thatBanerjeehadcalledhimup
to express her concernover the
role of governors in non-BJP-
ruledstates.
“Beloved Didi Mamata

Banerjee telephoned me to
share her concern and anguish
on the constitutional overstep-
ping and brazen misuse of
powerbytheGovernorsofnon-
BJPruledstates.Shesuggesteda
meeting of Opposition CMs... I
assured her of DMK’s commit-
menttoupholdStateautonomy.
Convention of Opposition CMs
will soonhappenoutofDelhi!"
heposted.
The relationship between

the TMC government and
Governor JagdeepDhankhar in
Bengal has been broken for a
while now, with Banerjee re-
cently blocking himonTwitter.
OnFriday, TMCRajyaSabhaMP
Sukhendu Sekhar Ray submit-
ted a SubstantiveMotion in the
Rajya Sabha, urging President
Ram Nath Kovind to remove
DhankharasGovernor.
In Tamil Nadu, tension has

beenbrewingbetweentheDMK
government and Governor R N
RaviovertheNEETissue,break-
ing a long period of civility be-
tween the CM and Governor
House. Stalin has called the
Governor'smoveinnotclearing
aBill overNEETas “unconstitu-
tional”.
In Hyderabad, Rao said he

maygotoMumbaisoontomeet
Thackeray, while Banerjeewas
expected to come tomeet him.
Rao said hewould play amajor
role in uniting anti-BJP political

parties, and denounced the
Modi government's “anti-peo-
ple”policies.
“Mamata Behen calledme...

She invitedme toBengal or she
will come to Hyderabad. She
said, 'Mujhe dosa khilao (Treat
me to a dosa)'. I saidmostwel-
come. Shemay come any time,
we are discussing. There are so
manypoliticalleadersacrossthe
nation,” KCR said, in reply to a
question on whether he was
mooting the idea of non-BJP,
non-Congress front.
“Mr Uddhav Thackeray is

alsowaiting.Theyarewaitingfor
me. I have togo toMumbai,” he
said.
Whilerefusingadirectreply

on if he would lead the
Oppositionparties,hesaid,“One
thing Ipromiseyou, Iwillplaya
major role.” He also said there
werenofirmplansasofnowre-
garding how the Opposition
unitywould takeshape.
Rao said the current situa-

tion in the countrywas “disas-
trous” and “worsening”. "The
country is filled with religious
emotions,whichisnotdesirable,
uncalled for, unwanted andnot
good,”hesaid.
The TRS leader mentioned

thehijab row inKarnataka, and
said “corruption to the tune of
thousands of crores of rupees”
was involved in thepurchaseof
Rafale jets.

WITHPTIINPUTS

Officers not
keen on
Maharashtra
ATS, top cop
posts Facebook
invite
In his post on Facebook, DGP
Sanjay Pandey said that a post-
ingwiththeATScouldgetanof-
ficer 25per cent extra salary by
wayofallowances.Heaskedof-
ficers to express their willing-
nessonhiswall, or tomeethim
orAgarwal.
Buttherehasnotbeenmuch

enthusiasmto join theATS.
Several current and former

ATS officers said the state anti-
terror unit has lost some of its
sheenoverthepastfewyearsas
the federal National
Investigation Agency (NIA) has
taken over some of the most
sensitiveandtalked-aboutcases
itwas investigating.
Also, seniorofficerssaid, the

constant tussle between the
governments at the Centre and
thestatehascastashadow,and
complicated the functioning of
theATS.
Agarwal,whoheadstheATS,

is an officer of the rank of addi-
tionalDG.Thepostoccupiedby
formerATS IGSuhasWarkehas
been vacant ever since the offi-
cer was transferred almost a
year ago. DIG Shivdeep Lande
was repatriated to Bihar on
November26;hispositiontoois
yettobefilled.Therearetwova-
canciesforpostsofsuperintend-
entsof police (SP)aswell.
RajkumarShinde,anSP-rank

officer, is holding charge of all
four positions. “Shinde was
transferred to the Anti
Corruption Bureau some time
ago,buthehasnotbeenrelieved
astherearehardlyanyseniorof-
ficersintheunit,”anofficialsaid.
Agarwal declined to com-

ment on the vacancies in his
unit. A senior Maharashtra
Policeofficial,however,saidthe
vacantpositionswouldbefilled
soon.
In recent years, the ATS has

seen its cases related to the
Islamic State terrorist organisa-
tion—includingthoseinvolving
youths fromKalyanin2014and
Malwani in 2015— transferred
totheNIAwithindaysorweeks.
The ATS had completed in-

vestigations in the 2006 and
2008 bombings in Malegaon,

and filed chargesheets before
thecaseswere taken fromit.
“Even in the Ambani terror

threat case and the casewhere
uraniumwasretrievedfromac-
cused persons, the investiga-
tions passed to the NIA, inspite
of goodworkby theATS,” a for-
merATSofficersaid.“It ishighly
demotivating for officers who
haveputinefforttohavetosim-
plyhandoverthesecases(tothe
central agency).”
According to this officer, the

charterof theNIAandATSbeing
broadly similar, they operate in
thesamespaceof terrorismand
fake currency. Also, he said,
“whenthesameparty is ingov-
ernment inboththeCentreand
the state, there is a level of un-
derstanding— this is currently
not thecase”.
A former ATS chief pointed

outthatgivenofficersdonotin-
teractmuchwiththepublic, the
levelsofenthusiasmofseniorof-
ficersgenerallyplayaroleinde-
termininghowenthusiasticjun-
iorsareabout joining theunit.
Another former ATS officer

saidthatearlier, thesquadhada
crunchofassistantcommission-
ersaswell,butthatsituationhas
nowimproved.
Maharashtra was the first

state to have an ATS following
the blasts of 1998, 2000, and
2002 in Mumbai, and serial
bombings elsewhere in the
country. A similar unit that had
been set up earlier in the 1990s
wasrevivedonAugust22,2004
withKPRaghuvanshiasitschief.

IPL bonus for
India’s U-19
World Cup
players: star of
the final goes to
Punjab for
Rs 2 crore
World Cup final, was picked up
by Punjab Kings for Rs 2 crore.
And he is eager tomeet South
AfricaspeedsterKagisoRabada,
oneofhisheroes.“Ican’twaitto
pickhisbrains,”hesaid.
Bawa's father, Sukhwinder,

can't stop gushing over the
prospect of his son interacting
withAnilKumble,Punjab'shead
coach. “Hewill get to learn a lot
from Kumble. It will be a good
learningphase forhimoverall,”
hesaid.
U-19World Cup team skip-

perandswashbucklingbatsman
YashDhullwouldbesharingthe
dressing room with Shikhar
Dhawan and Prithvi Shawafter
Delhi Capitals snapped him up
forRs50 lakh.
For the players, it's not only

thewindfall fromtheauction--
togowithRs40lakhannounced
by BCCI for each player on the
WorldCup-winningteam--that
has them excited but also the
prospect of playing alongside
someof their heroes, and those
of theirparents.
“More thanmoney, for me,

playing is important. These
thingswill comeas longas I am
performing. So, my only focus
will be on doing well in my
cricket,”Hangarekar said.
After their dominating con-

quest in theWest Indies, it was
expected that the U-19World
Cupteamwoulddrawtheatten-
tionof IPL franchises.
There would have been

moreplayersfromthesquadbut
for the IPL eligibility norm that
only those with experience in
domestic cricket, or who had
turned 19 before the auction,
couldenrol.
As forthethreethatmadeit,

they are aware of being at the
foothill of their careers. Asked
about playing under Dhoni,
Hangarekarsaid:“Iwillseekhis
guidance, and there is a lot to
learn fromhim.”
Bawa'sfather,acricketcoach,

knows that his sonmaynot get
chancesstraightaway,butwants
himtomake thebest useof the
opportunitytosharespacewith
some of theworld's best crick-
eters.
“Sharing the dressing room

with the likes of Rabada,
Mayank Agarwal and Liam
Livingstonewill bemassive. It
willbeagoodlearningphasefor
him, but I am an old-school
coachwho believes there is no
substitute for first-class cricket.
My only advice to Raj is to stay
fit, give100percent in the field,
be it batting, bowling or bowl-
ing, and stay in the present,”
Sukhwinder said.
The coaches hope that IPL

willhelpmaketheirwards'tran-
sition to first-class cricket
smoother.Dhull'scoachPradeep
Kocharsaid:“Hemuststayinthe
present. Keep performing, he
shouldn’t get distracted by this
fame and stay humble. I have
givenhimampleexamplesofso
manypromisingU-19cricketers
whofailedtocopewithpressure
at thesenior level.”
Kochar said: “Fromnowon-

wards, it is a mental game. No
coachcanimprovehisskills.His
priority should be on themen-
tal aspects of his game; then
onlywillhebeable tosurvive.”
Hangarekar's coachMohan

Jadhavwants his ward to keep
aneyeonDhoni. “Playing in the
IPLisadreamforeverycricketer.
MyonlyadvicetoRajvardhanis
towatch and learn fromDhoni.
I knowif givenachance,hewill
showcase his talent as well.
There will be nerves, but he is
mentallyverystrong.Ihaveseen
him grow as a person since he
lost his father to Covid in June
2020.”

Districts with
positivity over
10% down to 105,
sign of further
retreat of virus
decline in the number of cases
beingreportedacrossthecoun-
try in recentweeks.OnSunday,
Positivity fall signals further

retreatofvirustheministrysaid
thenumberofnewcasesacross
the country was 44,877 — this
was the first time since January
4thatdailydetectionsfellbelow
50,000; 58,097 cases had been
reportedonthatday.
The daily positivity rate on

Sunday, however, stood at 3.17
per cent, notmuch lower than
the 3.48 per cent reported the
previousday.
Thenationalweeklypositiv-

ity rate was 4.46 per cent on
Sunday, compared with the
10.20 per cent reported in the
previousweek.
India's active caseload cur-

rently stands at 5,37,045, a 56
percentdecline fromthe figure
reported in the previous week
(12.25 lakhactivecases).
The active caseload is likely

to fall below 5 lakh in the next
fewdays.
The decline in the active

caseloadindicatesalighterbur-
den on the health care system
duetoseverecasesof Covid-19.
Atotal105districtsreported

morethan10percentpositivity
between February 5 and
February11,data fromthemin-
istryshow.Duringthesamepe-
riod, 480 districts reported less
than5percentpositivity.
Five states currently have

more than 10 districts with a
positivity ratemore than10per
cent:Rajasthan(17),Kerala(14),
and Maharashtra, Arunachal
Pradesh,andMizoram(11each).
Positivity rates above 5 per

cent are considered to be cause
for concern.
The healthministry has re-

peatedlyaskedforlocalcontain-
ment and surveillance in dis-
tricts reporting positivity rates
ofmore than5percent.
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Caste, campaigns,and
mahaul:UPElection
Special–Part2
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In thesecondpartofourelectionseries,we
discuss theroleof caste identities,political
campaigns, individualpersonalitiesand
themahaul theycreate.
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AAMAADMIPartynationalcon-
venor Arvind Kejriwal Sunday
said that Punjab CM Charanjit
SinghChanniwilllosefromboth
constituencies -- Chamkaur
SahibandBhadaur.Kejriwalsaid
that AAP conducted surveys
thrice and in all of them it was
aheadinboththeseats.
“In all the three surveys, the

AamAadmi Partywas ahead in
both the seats. According to the
survey, in Chamkaur Sahib,
Channiwas likedby35per cent
people and 52 per cent people
chose AamAadmi Party. On the
other hand, in Bhadaur, the sec-
ond constituency fromwhere
Channi is contesting,48percent
people liked the AAP candidate
while Channiwas liked by only
30percentpeople,”hesaid.
Kejriwalalsoquestionedwhy

CM Channi had not been ar-
rested by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED)yet.
While attacking CMChanni,

Kejriwal said, “Wehavecometo
knowthatChanni’snephewcon-
fessed to ED that all themoney
recoveredwasof PunjabCM. So
why isEDnotarrestingChanni?
Because otherwise CM should
have been arrested by now on
thestatementofhisnephew.”
“Channi got allegations

againsthimprobedfromofficers
whowerefromsameareawhere
sandminingwas going on and
theymightbehelpingChanni in
theft of sand. BhagwantMann
will conduct realprobeafterbe-
coming CM. How can someone
give clean chit to himself?” said
Kejriwal.
AAP Punjab's chief ministe-

rial candidate BhagwantMann
too attacked the Congress and
saidthattheleadersoftheruling
party cannot even contest the
electionstogether.Whatgoodfu-
turewill they give to Punjab, he
asked.
Mann said, “There is tussle

between Congress leaders. Raja
Warring has accusedManpreet
Badal of trying to defeat him.
Former Chief Minister Captain
Amarinder Singh’swife Preneet
Kaur,whoiscurrentlyaCongress
MP, is campaigning against the
Congress candidate for her hus-
band. Similarly, Chief Minister
Channi's brother is contesting
against Congress candidate and
he has full support of Channi
frominside.”
“ThesonofCongressgovern-

mentministerRanaGurjitSingh
is contesting the elections as an
independent candidate from
Sultanpur Lodhi assembly con-
stituencyandforthatRanaGurjit
is campaigning against the
Congress candidate there,” the
AAPleaderadded.

Channi will lose polls
from both seats in
Punjab, says Kejriwal

UP elections: Votes should
go to Yogi, ‘Modi vaccines’,
says CM Adityanath
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
FARRUKHABAD,FEBRUARY13

UTTARPRADESHChiefMinister
Yogi Adityanath on Sunday said
thatsincevaccinesagainstCovid-
19 saved lives, votes should also
goto“YogiandModivaccines”.
“The thirdwave of Covid-19

did not harmpeople because of
thevaccines…If thevaccinehas
savedlives,thenthevotesshould
alsobegiventotheYogiandModi
vaccines,” thechiefministersaid
whilecampaigningforBJPcandi-
dates at Rajepur andKamalganj
inFarrukhabad.
He said the “double-engine

government” of the BJP at the
Centre and state reached out to
the public during the pandemic
evenwhentheSP,BahujanSamaj
PartyandCongressspread“prop-
aganda”againstthevaccines.
Adityanath called the SP “a

partyofrioters”andsaidthemax-

imumnumberofriotsinthestate
took place during the previous
government as the Akhilesh
Yadav-ledpartypatronizedanti-
socialelements.
After theBJPgovernmentas-

sumedpower, he said, effective
curbswereimplemented,which
iswhy“notasingleincidentofri-
otingtookplaceinfiveyears”.
Referring to the action taken

byhisgovernmentagainstcrim-
inals,Adityanathsaidthegovern-
ment's formula is “development
ontheonehandandbulldozeron
the other”. Addressing a rally in
KamalganjinsupportofBhojpur
candidate Nagendra Singh
Rathore, theCMalleged that the
SPgovernmentwanted tomake
Bhojpur“Islamabad”.
ReferringtoKanwarYatra,the

CM said curfews were being
clamped during the procession
earlier. However, under the BJP
rule, the yatrawas being taken
outwithmuchfanfare.

VAIBHAVJHA
AHMEDABAD,FEBRUARY13

A TWO-YEAR-OLD girl was
among 15 people fromGujarat
whowererescuedfromdifferent
areas of New Delhi and West
Bengal,wheretheyhavebeenal-
legedly kept in illegal confine-
ment for twomonths by a gang
of suspected human traffickers
who allegedly lured themwith
theprospectsofmovingtotheUS.
Anagentoftheganghasbeenar-
rested inAhmedabad,while the
rescued persons returned to
GandhinagarSunday.
The joint operationbypolice

of various states was the first
againstsuchaganginGujarataf-
ter a familyof fourpersons from
DinguchavillageinGandhinagar
was found frozen to death near
theUS-CanadaborderonJanuary

19 this year, allegedlywhile try-
ingtoillegallyentertheUS.Police
saidtheoperationwasconducted
ondirectives fromGujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel, who
was approached by a family
whosemembershavebeenmiss-
ingfortwomonths.
According to police, seven

young couples and a two-year-
old girl, hailing fromKharna vil-
lage of Gandhinagar, Mehsana
andAhmedabad,were rescued
byGandhinagarpoliceandDelhi
Police’s Special Cell, in anopera-
tiononSaturday.
All 15 fromPatel community

left home in November 2021.
However, theywere kept in ille-
gal confinement by the gang in
West Bengal and Delhi where
theywere allegedly tortured for
money,police said. RajeshPatel,
a local agentof thegang,wasar-
restedinAhmedabad.

AFTERFAMILYFOUNDDEADNEARUSBORDER

15 ‘trafficked’ from Gujarat
on US promise rescued: cops

New Delhi



MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY13

ANEWbatchof traineeswas in-
ducted into the Delhi Police on
Saturday evening—nine horses
from the Remount Veterinary
Corps(RVC)divisionoftheIndian
Army.Theywereprocuredforthe
Delhi Mounted Police, three
monthsafter itbid farewell to its
lastbatchof itshorses.
Fresh into service, six of the

nine horses are now busy re-
hearsingforthe75thDelhiPolice
RaisingDayparadeonFebruary
16. An official said the horses
have come from the Remount
DepotandTrainingSchool(RTS)
in Western Uttar Pradesh’s
Saharanpur. The nine are yet to
named.
“Afterthelastfourhorsesre-

tired,theProvisioning&Logistics
unitwas trying to get 15 horses
from the Indian Army... On
Saturdayevening,thefirstbatch
ofninehorseswerehandedover.
There are 84 mounted police
staff, against the sanctioned
strengthof115.However,dueto
shortageofanimals,theperson-
nel were deployed elsewhere.
With the new batch arriving,
staff will be asked to rejoin the

division,” anofficer said.
According to the officer, the

DelhiMountedPolicewasestab-
lished in 1930 and sanctioned
strengthof thehorses is 95. The
animalswere used for patrol in
forest areas near VVIP routes
which couldn’t be covered on
foot.“OnOctober31lastyear,the
tenure of the last four horses
ended and theyweremoved to
thepolicetrainingschooltohelp
train new horses. Some NGOs
were also approached to adopt
them,” theofficeradded.

In a presentation to Delhi
Police Commissioner Rakesh
Asthanaearlier, theProvisioning
&Logisticsunithadsaid that the
animalswereusedforcrowdcon-
trol during protests, but this
stopped due to a shortage of
horses.
Asthana was also told that

their proposal to procure 15
horses from the Army was
pending with the Ministry of
Home Affairs. “Asthana then
discussedtheproposalwiththe
MHAandreceivedsanction.The

costofthe15horseswouldbeRs
92 lakh. It has been decided to
increasethenumberinthecom-
ingmonths. In thecomingdays,
the unit will get six more
horses,” theofficeradded.
TheDelhiPolicehadlastpur-

chasedsixhorsesfromtheArmy
in2010.
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MCD polls round
the corner, AAP,
BJP & Cong ready
campaign slogans

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,FEBRUARY13

A DAY after the body of Sunita
Srivastava (55) was pulled out
from thedebris after a complex
retrievalprocess,herfamilyand
relatives on Sunday said they
had faint hope that she would
surviveintheinitialhourswhen
therescueoperationsstartedon
Thursday.
On February 10 evening, a

large portion of the sixth floor
collapsedall theway to the first
floor at Chintels Paradiso soci-
ety's tower D in Sector 109.
Sunita,oneofthetwowomento
dieintheincident,stayedonthe
first floor. Her husband, Arun
Srivastava(60),abureaucrat,was
trapped under the debris and
was rescuedafter a16-hourop-
eration. Hewas rushed to a pri-
vate hospital in Gurgaon and
shifted to ICUforobservation.
“We knew that chances of

survival are slim, but wewere
holdingontosomehope.Thereis
always hope. The next day, we
learntthatshehadpassedaway,
and a rescue teamwasworking
to retrieve her body,” said
Sunita'scousinColonelAKSinha.
Therescueteams,comprising

theNational Disaster Response
Force, State Disaster Response
Force,firedepartmentanddistrict
administration teams, had pro-
curedcribsusedinrailwaystosta-
bilisethebasement,sotheycould
remove thedebris safely and re-
trieveherbodyonSaturday.
Her brother, Neeraj Sinha,

saidthatheheardofthecollapse

10minutes after it occurred on
Thursdayfromhissecondsister,
Sujata, whowas also in the flat
with the couplewhen the inci-
dent tookplace.
“She had just arrived from

Chicago. My brother-in-law
Arunhadpickedherupfromthe
airportandtheyhadreachedthe
house a fewminutes before the

collapse.Shesurvivedasshewas
in the washroom and was
quicklyrescued.ArunandSunita
were in the dining room and
were trapped underneath the
rubble,” said Sinha. He said
Sunitawasahomemaker.
The family said that through

ThursdaynightandFridayafter-
noon, while rescuers were try-

ing to rescue Arun Srivastava,
whose lower half of the body
wastrappedunderneaththede-
bris, theyreceivedupdatesfrom
rescuersabouthishealth,which
wasreassuringamidthetragedy.
“While the rescue was on, I

managed to speak to him
throughanofficial.Hewascom-
posed and hopeful and men-
tioned that rescuersweremak-
ing their best efforts to rescue
him.Hetoldme‘bhaiyya,every-
thing is fine’ at the time," said
Col Sinha.

Sunitaandherhusband
Arunwereathomeat
ChintelsParadisosociety
whenalargeportionof the
6thfloorcollapsedintotheir
firstfloorflatonThursday.PTI

We knew chances were slim but held on to
hope: Kin of woman who died in first-floor flat

Residents demand builder’s licence be revoked,
write to Haryana CM; Chautala says inquiry on
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GURGAON,FEBRUARY13

RESIDENTSOFChintelsParadiso
inSector109,wheretwowomen
died after a portion of the sixth
floorof a towerhadcollapsedall
the way to the first floor on
February 10, have written to
HaryanaCMManoharLalKhattar
demandingthatthelicenceofde-
veloperChintelsIndiaLtd(CIL)be
revokedwithimmediateeffect.
“All projects, whether an-

nouncedorunderconstruction,
must be stoppedwith immedi-

ate effect.No further sale of any
property of any project of CIL
should be alloweduntil there is
timely,prompt,effectiveandsat-
isfactory resolutionof this cata-
strophicevent,” said the letter.
Theresidentssaid35families

had been uprooted from their
homeswhile other families are
unable tosleeppeacefully.
Calling for an independent

structuralandforensicauditofall
thenine towers (A-J) of the soci-
etyby IIT, residentsdemandeda
safety certificate and assurance
fromgovernmentauthoritiesthat
the apartments of the complex

aresafe to liveand that thereare
nostructuraldiscrepanciesinthe
buildings. “This actionmust be
completedwithinaweek...There
is a significant risk to the lives of
over450familiescurrentlyresid-
inginthesocietyastherearesev-
eral construction quality issues
that have been raised over the
pastfouryears,”theletterstated.
Residentsalsosaidaseparate

FIR under sections 304, 120 B
and34 IPCmustbe filedagainst
thedeveloper.“Anindependent
High Court-monitored CBI en-
quirymust be initiatedwith re-
gard to all clearances, permis-

sions, including occupational
certificate granted to Chintels
IndiaLtd.Theconductofallgov-
ernmentofficialsinvolvedinthis
processmust be covered under
this investigation,” theysaid.
Meanwhile,HaryanaDeputy

CMDushyant Chautala, on the
sidelines of a foundation stone
layingceremonyofanESIChos-
pital inManesaronSunday,said
that a detailed report had been
sought into the incident and
strict action would be taken
against theculprits.
“Anenquiryhasbeeninitiated.

To ensure that such incidents do

notoccurinthefuture,thenorms
ofoccupationcertificatewillhave
tobe changed.With time,many
high rises have comeupandwe
haveimprovedsomethingssuch
asfiresafety.Whenallthedetails
—whowas thebuilder, contrac-
toretc—areonpaperandareport
isout,wewill takeaction if there
arelapses,”hesaid.
Residents of NewGurgaon,

under the aegis of Dwarka
ExpresswayWelfareAssociation,
havealsowrittentoChautalare-
questing structural audits of all
high-rise buildings in new sec-
tors37and77to111.

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY 13

WITH MCD elections two
months away, political parties
havecomeupwithsloganssig-
nalling the direction of their
campaign style.
While the Aam Aadmi

Party's slogan is ‘MCDmein bhi
Kejriwal’, BJP leaders are can-
vassing with the slogan ‘Dilli
bole fir ekbaarMCDmeBhajapa
sarkar’. The Congress, mean-
while, is banking on its per-
formance inthe2021bypolls—
itwon1wardof the5thatwent
topolls—and is goingwith the
phrase, ‘Nigamupchunavmedil
jeeta hai’, 2022 me Dilli
jeetenge'.
AseniorAAPleadersaidthat

theparty’s campaignwould be
centred on Chief Minister
ArvindKejriwal as themain is-
sue in the municipal corpora-
tions is corruption and
Kejriwal’s image is of someone
whohasnotallowedcorruption
to flourish in theDelhi govern-
ment.
The leader said, “Earlier

when we said ‘Delhi main toh
Kejriwal’ (during the Assembly
polls), it worked. The message
wasthatNarendraModiwould
work only in the role of the
Prime Minister, he would not
become CMof Delhi. Similarly,
thepartybelieves thatbecause
theCMworksandlives inDelhi,
the work of the corporation
would also be done under his
guidance.”
AAP MCD in-charge

Durgesh Pathak said the party
isusingthissloganasofnow,as
it believes that Kejriwal’s
popularity is unmatched in the
nationalcapital.As theelection
slated for April nears, more
sloganswould be added after a
brainstorming session, he
added.
Those in the party aspiring

for a ticket havebeenusing the
sloganonbanners,posters, and
socialmedia posts.
On the BJP’s slogan, party

spokespersonPraveenShankar
Kapoor said it came from the
karyakartasandthepartyfound
it rhyming and catchy.
Munirka councillor Bhagat

SinghTokassaidtheslogangoes
with the party’s message that
theBJP has a track record of re-
peatedly winning the MCD
electionandwouldcontinueto
winas ithasensuredgoodgov-
ernance by taking most facili-
ties online.
This has happened despite

limitedmeansand finances,he
added.
TheBJP,whichhasbeenrul-

ing the three civic bodies since
2007, is lookingtoretainpower.
Its main challenge is from the
AAPwhichhasbeenvocalonis-
sues related to corruption, es-
pecially in the civic bodyman-
agement.
In the 2017 polls, the BJP

won 180 of 272 seats. The AAP
came a distant secondwith 48
seats, while the Congress had
won30 seats.
The Congress, through its

slogan, is hoping to better its
performance.
In the 2021 bypolls to five

seats, AAP won four seats and
Congress one — the Chauhan
Banger ward in East Delhi
which was earlier held by the
AAP. The BJP drew a blank, los-
ing its stronghold of Shalimar
Bagh (North).
Delhi Pradesh Congress

Committee vice-president
Abhishek Dutt said that it was
proved during the bypolls that
the Congress is in the heart of
people. “Theyare realising that
we are the only party that
works fordevelopmentandnot
divisive politics. The party,
therefore, believes in this slo-
ganas it takesourmessage for-
ward,” he said.

Fresh intoservice, sixof theninehorsesarenowbusyrehearsing for the75thDelhiPolice
RaisingDayparade.Express

NewDelhi: A29-year-oldambu-
lance driver was allegedly shot
deadbytwomennearhishouse
in Rohini over a dispute over
parkingspace.Policesaidtheac-
cused have been identified, but
areabsconding.
The victim has been identi-

fiedasBrijMohan.Heissurvived
byhiswifeandson.Accordingto
police,theyreceivedacallabout
the firing at around 2 pm on
Friday. Mohan’s wife reported
thattheywereataclinic inVijay
Viharwhen twoassailants fired
at her husband and fled. The
manwasrushedtoahospitalfor
treatmentbutsuccumbedtohis
injuries.
DCP (Rohini) Pranav Tayal

said, “We registered a case of
murder and initiated enquiry.
Thedeceasedownedanambu-
lanceandworkedwithhospitals
as a driver. Prima facie... the is-
sue seems to be a dispute over
the parking of hospital ambu-
lances. We have identified the
accused. They are absconding
and teams will soon arrest
them.” ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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DAYS AFTER the Delhi govern-
mentregularisedservicesof700
contractual Delhi Jal Board em-
ployees, the Aam Aadmi Party
hit out at theBJP-runmunicipal
corporationsforgivingDomestic
Breeding Checkers (DBC) “false
hopesof permanent jobs”.
“Whenever communicable

diseases spread, like chikun-
gunyaandmalaria,theDBCsare
responsibletocontrolmosquito
breeding. They are required to
carry out door-to-door inspec-
tions to check for stagnantwa-
ter,orbreedinghubs.Duringthe
entire coronavirus pandemic,
they put their lives at stake and
worked tirelessly. Everyworker
hasadreamtohavejobsecurity
wherever they are appointed,”
AAPMLASomnathBharti said.
Recently, leaderof thehouse

in South Delhi Municipal
Corporation,InderjeetSehrawat
had made a proposal to regu-
lariseservicesofover1,100DBCs
in thecivicbody.
Pointing out that an official

designationof aDBCdoesn’t ex-
ist on paper, Bharti said no seri-
ouseffortshadbeenmadetoreg-
ularise them over the past 22
years.“Thereare3,500suchwork-
ers in all threeMCDs and they
havebeenworkingonacontract
for past 22years... Everyyearwe
seespreadofdengue,malaria,and
chikungunya,when services of
theseDBCworkersbecomeane-
cessity. The MCD has also ac-
ceptedthattheagegroupofthese
employees ranges from 40-50
years, and theyarenot fit for any
newjobseither,”Bhartisaid.
Delhi BJP spokesperson,

PraveenShankarKapoor,mean-
while, blamed the state govern-
ment. “Servicesof notonlyDBCs
but thousands of other employ-
ees should’ve been regularised
longbackbutMCDscouldn’tdoit
due to theKejriwal government
withholding funds for 7 years.
Earlier, fundswerewithheld by
theCongressregime...,”hesaid.

MCDs giving
false hopes of
permanent
jobs to DBCs:
AAP MLA

Ambulance
driver shot
dead by 2 men

GURGAONCOLLAPSE

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,FEBRUARY13

THREE DAYS after a portion of
the sixth floor collapsed all the
way to the first floor at Chintels
Paradiso society in Gurgaon’s
Sector109,policesaidanFIRwas
registered on Sunday night
against the builder, Chintels
IndiaPrivateLtd,contractorand
fiveotherpartiesengagedinthe
grouphousingproject.
TheFIRwasregisteredunder

IPC sections 417 (cheating), 420
(cheating), 465 (forgery), 467
(forgery of valuable security),
468 (forgery for purpose of
cheating),471(usingasgenuine
a forged document), 120-B
(criminal conspiracy) and sec-
tion 10 of The Haryana
DevelopmentandRegulationof
Urban Areas Act, 1975, at
Bajgherapolice station.
Gurgaon Police

CommissionerKKRaosaid,“An
FIR has been registered on the
DTP’s complaint.”
This is the second FIR regis-

tered against the builder of the
ChintelsParadiso.OnFriday,on
thecomplaintof thehusbandof
EktaBhardwaj,whohaddiedin
the collapse, an FIR was regis-
tered against the chairman of
Chintels,AshokSolomon,under
IPC section 304-A (death by
negligence) and 34 (common
intention).
Police said Sunday’s FIRwas

registered on the complaint of
thedistrict townplanner (DTP),
enforcement,RSBhath.TheDTP
had submitted a report recom-
mending that an FIR be regis-
tered against the developer,
structural engineer, proof con-
sultant,architect,andcontractor.
The complaint filed by the

DTP states that themishap— in
which part of roof slabs of the
apartments fromthe sixth floor
to first floor in tower D4 col-
lapsed and fell down — has

provedthatthecertificateof the
structural engineer and proof
consultantandworkof thecon-
tractor“isnotcreditworthyand
rather fraudulent”.
“As per provisions of the

Haryana Scheduled Roads and
Controlled Areas, Restriction of
Unregulated Development Act
no. 41 of 1963 and theHaryana
DevelopmentandRegulationof
UrbanAreaActNo.8of1975and
rules framedthereunder, the li-
censee, the structure engineer
andthecontractorsaresolelyre-
sponsiblefortheunfortunatein-
cident,” read theFIR.
Thecomplaintsaidthat “it is

apparent that there has been a
violationof theprovisionsmen-
tionedaboveandaccordingly, it
is requested to lodge FIR under
section10 and12of Act of 1975
and relevant sections of IPC
against all directors of Chintels
IndiaLtd,structuralengineer,ar-
chitect,contractorcompanyand
itsdirectorswhoconstructedthe
Towers and against the persons
whowere gettingmajor addi-
tion/alterationsonsixthflooras
per local enquiry.”
The complaint said that the

licenceswere granted to thedi-

rectorsof Chintels India in2007
for setting up a group housing
colony in Sector 109 in an area
measuring 12.306 acres. The
building plans of the said hous-
ing colony were approved in
March2011and theoccupation
certificates were granted by
Director, Town and Country
Planning, in August 2016 and
June2017.
Thecomplaintaddedthataf-

ter examination of facts of the
case according to the office of
DTP, the licensee, the structural
engineer, architect and proof
consultant,whohadsupervised
the construction and structural
designs had stated that the
workmanshipandall themate-
rial used for constructionmeet
the specifications laid down in
NationalBuildingCode.
In an official statement on

Saturday,Chintelshadsaid,“The
Paradiso group housing project
was contracted to the reputed
Bhayana Builders after a strin-
gent due diligence process for
construction.We have submit-
tedthecontractcopytotheDTP,
Gurugram.Itclearlyspecifiesthe
highest quality of material and
workmanshiptobeusedforthe
project. As per our records sub-
mittedbythecontractor,thebest
of materials fromwell-known
players have been used for the
project, details of which have
alsobeensharedwiththeinves-
tigating authorities. We our-
selves will take up the matter
veryseriouslysothatnot justus
butotherdevelopersandbuyers
donot faceasimilar situation in
future. Even after initiating the
handover of the project from
2017,wehavebeenavailable for
any resident complaints and
many residents have been ap-
preciative of the same. Affected
residentsarecurrentlybeingac-
commodated in our sister proj-
ects with our staff monitoring
thesituation.Wewilldulycom-
pensate (those)affected.”

ChintelsParadisosociety in
Gurgaon’sSector109

Police’s mounted unit gets new batch
of trainees from Army — nine horses

Builder faces second
FIR, 6 others booked

New Delhi



NDMCto
developnew
hostelblock
forwomen
NewDelhi:TheNewDelhi
Municipal Council
(NDMC) will develop a
newblockwithmodern
facilities at its Indira
Niketanhostel forwork-
ingwomen at Laxmibai
Nagar,saidanNDMCoffi-
cial. “Currently, Indira
Niketan can accommo-
datearound200women.
Oncethenewblockisde-
veloped, 200 more
women will be able to
avail the facility. Earlier,
we had planned to ex-
tend the facility at the
other hostels too but
there were space con-
straints. IndiraNiketanis
spacious and sowehave
decided to construct a
new block here,” added
theofficial.Thenewblock
will be a three-storeyed
buildingwith amenities
likeaseatingarea,library,
hall,mess,opengymand
parkingspace.Itwillhave
air-conditioned rooms
withawardrobe,astudy
table and washrooms,
saidtheofficial.ENS

NewCovid
guidelines
comeinto
forceatIGIA
NewDelhi: International
passengersarrivingatthe
IGI Airport will not
be required to undergo
mandatory week-long
quarantine as the new
Covid-19 guidelines of
the Ministry of Health
andFamilyWelfarecome
into force fromMonday.
The Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
directed health officials
anddistrictmagistratesto
ensure that the Centre’s
revisedguidelines for in-
ternationalarrivalsarefol-
lowed at the IGI Airport
fromMonday.

Pilgrimage
schemeto
resumetoday
NewDelhi:TheDelhigov-
ernment’s pilgrimage
scheme for the elderly,
whichwas halted in the
first week of January in
viewofrisingCovidcases,
will resume onMonday
with a train carrying pil-
grims toDwarkadhish in
Gujarat.PTI

BRIEFLY

Covid cases continue
to dip, markets want
timings to be revised

DU’s outstation
students in a fix:
‘Short notice to
find a place to stay’GAYATHRIMANI

NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY13

CLOSE TO two months after
farmers protesting against the
three farm laws left the capital,
the barricades installed on the
KalindiKunj flyover tostoppro-
testers from entering are yet to
beremoved—resultinginheavy
traffic snarls andbottlenecks.
Commuters,especiallythose

comingfromNoidaandGreater
Noida and going towards
Shaheen Bagh, Badarpur and
otherpartsofDelhi,complained
ofbeingstuckintrafficforhours
everyday. “Thebarricadeswere
installed when the farmers’
protest began in Delhi in 2020.
Butnowtheprotestisover,farm-
ershaveleft,andthecentralgov-
ernmentalsoscrappedthefarm
bill.ThenwhyisDelhiPolicenot
removing these barricades?
Vehicle movement is smooth
until Rela Pul nearKalindi Kunj,
wherea traffic snarl ensuesdue
to the barricades,” saidDinesha
Kaushik, a commuterwhotrav-
els every day from Pari Chowk,
Noida, toBadarpur.
Thenewflyover that crosses

the Yamuna river was con-
structed to ease the commute
betweenDelhiandNoida.When
TheIndianExpressvisitedthesix-
lane stretch, it found that three
lanesarebarricadedwithpolice

jersey barriers and plastic di-
viders.Asaresult,vehiclescom-
ing fromNoida get stuck at the
RelaPulbottleneckontheother
sideof the road.
When askedwhy these bar-

ricadesareyettoberemovedyet,
a senior police officer from the
Southeastdistrictsaid,“Wehave
not removed thebarricades be-
cause of security reasons. The
stretchfallsontheinterstatebor-
der and the Uttar Pradesh elec-
tions are underway. Also, these
barricades are to stop criminals
fromUPandotherneighbouring
areasfromenteringthecityand,
similarly, to stop them fromes-
capingDelhi.”
Theofficeradded,“Weknow

commutersarefacingproblems,
butthisarrangementisforsecu-

rityreasonsandtostopcriminal
activity. The barricades are in-
stalled in a zig-zagmanner, and
it will be eased in future for
smooth trafficmovement.”
VinodSharma,anothercom-

muter, said, “Why was this
stretchbuilt by spending crores
of public money if it was to be
kept closed?... I travel daily on
this stretch, I see no police per-
sonnel checking vehicles. The
road should be opened com-
pletely for commuters.”
During the farmers’ agita-

tion, the Ghazipur, Singhu and
Tikri borders were also closed
and barricaded with multi-
layer concrete dividers andpo-
lice barricades. They were
opened for traffic movement
once farmers left.

Farmers gone, barricades at
Kalindi Kunj flyover remain

Theflyover thatcrosses theYamunariverwasconstructedto
easethecommutebetweenDelhiandNoida. Express
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SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY13

WITHOFFLINEclassessettobe-
gin in a few days at Delhi
University, a sectionof students
fromotherstatessaytheyarenot
equipped to make this quick
shift to thecapital.
On February 9, in themidst

of strong protests by different
student groups pushing for re-
opening, theDUadministration
issued a notice that offline
classeswill resumeonFebruary
17andthat ‘outstationstudents’
willhavetocompletethreedays
of isolation before joining their
colleges. Several students said
less than aweek’s notice is not
enoughtotraveltoDelhi,findac-
commodation and pay consid-
erableamountsrequiredforpri-
vate accommodation in the
middleof anongoingsemester.
Withlimitedcampusaccom-

modation —many colleges do
nothaveanyhostel—thebiggest
challenge is finding accommo-
dation.
BandiAadhiisasecond-year

BA programme student from
Telangana at Hindu College
whereapplication forms for the
hostel have not been released
yet. Since he joined the univer-
sity after the start of the pan-
demic,hehasneverbeentocol-
lege. Adding to this is the
financial crunchathome.
“My father is a farmer and

thisisnotharvesttimesoit’snot
a great time for us. I’ve booked
train tickets for me, my father
andbrothertohelpmesettleon
February 16 and that itself was
notcomfortable,”hesaid.
He said all he neededwas a

week or twomore to find out a
little bit about accommodation
options and their rates, and to
manage finances.
Students who have already

lived in Delhi also say finding
reasonableaccommodation is a
challenge right now. “I used to
liveinaPGclosetocollegewhere
IusedtopayRs5,000permonth
for a bed. After the announce-
mentbyDU,Icalledthemupand
found that they’re now asking
for around Rs 10,000.Most PGs
also demand at least two
months’rentassecuritydeposit.
ThatmeansaroundRs40,000as
payments to be inDelhi for just
three months before graduat-
ing,” said Aaushi, from Hisar,
Haryana, a third-year BA
(Honours) English student at
RamLalAnandCollege.
With almost two years of

havingattendedcollegeonline,
she said shedoesnot think it is
fair to make students compul-
sorilyreturntocampushalfway
through their last semester.
“This is the part of the semes-
ter where assignments start
pilingupandIhavemyfinal se-
mester exams in twomonths. I
will also be preparing for en-
trance exams formymasters,”
she said.

Sheisoneofover37,000peo-
ple, as of Sunday evening, who
had signed an online petition
askingthattheoptionofattend-
ingtheremainderof thesemes-
teronlinebeavailable.
Asecond-yearstudent from

Bihar at Gargi College said she
has been keen on going to the
campus that she has not seen
yet. “Whodoesn’t dreamof go-
ing to aDUcollege andof cam-
pus life,of fests?This iswhywe
tookadmission there. But right
now, it feels like we are being
left to our own devices,” she
said. Her college does not have
ahostel.
“I am so unsure of accom-

modation. Neither my father
nor IhaveeverbeentoDelhi, so
we are not familiar with op-
tions there. I haven’t booked
myticketsyet, Iwillnotbeable
toget toDelhi in timeto joinof-
fline classes when they start,”
she said.
Acrosscolleges,however,ad-

ministratorssaidthatwiththeir
large class sizes, maintaining a
hybridmodeof teaching-learn-
ing isnot sustainable.
DU registrar Vikas Gupta

said:“Thedemandtoresumeof-
flineclassescamefromstudents
andtherewassomuchpressure
put on the administration last
week... In DU, we don’t think a
hybrid system is possible. That
has many implications of its
own. Different students joining
through different modes will
bringmore disputes and it will
alsobe toomuch for teachers to
handle.”
Some final-year students

also said that unclear and con-
flicting information has led to
troubles. “A professor of ours
had told us earlier that it was
95%surethatourfinalsemester
examswillbeconductedonline
itself. Since therewas little offi-
cial information, I went ahead
and paid Rs 45,000 for CAT
coaching in my hometown. I
wish there were hints given to
us earlier that this would hap-
pen,” said a third-year student
atRamjasCollegefromKannauj,
Uttar Pradesh.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GURGAON,FEBRUARY13

HARYANA CHIEF Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar Sunday
said that the state government
hadbrought in theHaryana
State Employment of Local
Candidates Act 2020, which re-
serves 75% jobs in the private
sector for those having a domi-
cile in the state, to ensure that
youthof thestategetampleem-
ploymentopportunities.
“To ensure that the youth of

Haryanagetemploymentoppor-
tunities,wemadeaprovision to
reserve75%of jobs in theprivate
sectorforlocalresidents. It istrue
that initially somepeople have
raisedobjectionstoitsimplemen-
tation and now thematter has
gonetocourt.Butourplea is that
ifindustriesarebeingsetupinthe
state, then people of the state
shouldgetmoreopportunitiesfor
employment.Afterall,itisthere-
sponsibilityofthestatetoprovide
employmentandaspartofourre-
sponsibility, we are taking this
workforward,”saidKhattar.
He added that the govern-

mentwasconcernedaboutpro-

vidingemployment.
The CMwas speaking at the

foundation stone laying cere-
monyofa500-bedESIChospital
atManesar.HaryanaDeputyCM
Dushyant Chautala and Union
Minister of Environment, Forest
andClimateChangeBhupender
Yadavwerealso inattendance.
On February 3, the Punjab

and Haryana High Court had
granted an interim stay on the
job reservation law. After the

stay, Khattar had said that “the
governmentwill firmlystandits
groundandwill fight incourt”.
OnSunday,whileemphasis-

ing the important contribution
of labour force in all sectors,
Khattar listed several pro-
grammes and schemes under-
taken by the government. “We
have changed the definition of
BPL (below poverty line). We
haveincreasedthescalefromRs
1.2lakhtoRs1.8lakhperannum
andanyonebelowthisthreshold
nowcomes below the BPL. One
member from a BPL familywill
begiventrainingandprovideda
loantoensurethathiseconomic
status improves,” said theCM.
Chautalasaidthattheobjec-

tive of the local job reservation
was to provide equal opportu-
nities to local youth. He added
that theAct is flexible andgives
enough leverage to the govern-
mentandindustrytohirework-
ers if local youth are not avail-
able. “The purpose of this Act
was not to implement license
permit raj,” he said, adding that
“a number of exemptions have
already been given under the
Actbythegovernmentafterdis-
cussionswith industry.”

Theuniversityreopenson
February17.Outstation
studentswillhaveto isolate
for threedaysbefore joining
college.Archive

Commuterscomplainof traffic snarls; copscitesecurity

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY13

DELHI’SDAILYCovidcasecount
continued to decline, with the
city reporting 804 cases on
Sunday. The positivity rate,
which was 1.68% on Saturday,
dippedmarginally to1.5%.
Hospitals in the city re-

ported 12 deaths in the
24-hourperiod.
Astheomicronvariantswept

acrossthecity,casesrosequickly
to touch an all-time peak of
28,867 on January 13. The posi-
tivity rate climbed to 30.6%, the
highest for the third wave.
Hospitalisations, however, did
not exceed 25% of the almost
16,000 total bed capacity on a
singleday.
The reduction in cases was

also as fast as the increase, and
cases dropped to below 10,000
within10daysof thesurge.
With the decrease, market

associationshavemadeappeals
to extend timings for markets

andshopstoopentill10pm, in-
stead of the 8 pm restriction at
present.
The New Delhi Traders

Association wrote to L-G
Anil Baijal, who also heads the
Delhi Disaster Management
Association (DDMA), highlight-
ingtheproblemstheyarefacing.
President of the association

AtulBhargavasaidthatsincethe
timingapplicabletorestaurants
—8amto11pm—hasbeenex-
tended, thesamemetric should
alsoapply to shops.
Inadditiontotherestrictions

onmarketsandshops,nightcur-
few also remains in force be-
tween 11 pm and 5 am in the
capital.OfficialssaidDDMAwas
expectedtomeetlaterthisweek
to decide which restrictions
would continue and which
wouldbe lifted.
Meanwhile, all school stu-

dents will be allowed to return
toschoolfromMonday.Children
injuniorclasseshavebeenaway
fromclassrooms for the longest
in thecity.

HaryanaCMManoharLal
Khattar,DeputyCM
DushyantChautala,Union
Minister BhupenderYadav
atManesar, Sunday.PTI

Job quota lawwas to
ensure employment
for youth: Khattar

HARDLOOK

Along the Yamuna

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY13

FROM THE roads and bridges
that stretch across the Yamuna
or run alongside it — the Geeta
Colony flyover, theNizamuddin
Bridge, the DND flyway — a
downward glance shows vast
swathes of land dotted with
farms, patches of wilderness,
and makeshift homes tucked
intoplaceswhereroadsdon’tgo.
Several sprawling expanses of
theriver’sfloodplainsaremostly
inaccessible,savebyanarrowset
ofstairs,nearlyoutofsight, lead-
ingdownfromtheNizamuddin
bridgeoradiscreetpathwayhid-
denbehindarowof bushes.
The Delhi Development

Authority(DDA)plansonchang-
ing that. Its project to “restore
and rejuvenate” the Yamuna
floodplains includeswalkways
andcycletracksleadinguptothe
river,besidesplayareasandeco-
tourismactivities.
In a 10-part project, the 22-

kmstretchalongthebanksofthe
river fromWazirabad to Okhla
willbeworkedonbytheDDAin
threephases—thefirst isthere-
movalofencroachmentsandthe
creationofwetlands,plantingof
treesandlayingofwalkways;the
second phase involves develop-
ing the entrance area to these
stretches, setting up seating
spaces,andprovidingamenities
liketoiletblocks;thethirdphase
istodeveloparevenuemodelfor
the spaces including “outsourc-
ing for adventure play” and cul-
turalevents inopenairspaces.
The sanctioned cost of the

projectisaroundRs961.93crore.
On the possible revenue

model, Rajeev Kumar Tiwari,
Principal Commissioner,
Personnel, Horticulture, and
Landscape,DDA, told The Indian
Express:“Ifwearemaintainingthe
area, itwill require expenditure
and it should be self-sustaining.
Weare looking for avenues, and
weareonlyintheinitialphase.”
At twooutof 10parts, phase

1 is complete,while the third is
partially complete. The section
that is complete isonebetween
the Old Railway Bridge and the
ITObarrage,called‘Asita’,which
includestheGoldenJubileePark,
andanother100-hectaresection
between NH-24 and the DND
flyway, called ‘KalindiAviral’.
Waterbodieshavebeencre-

atedalongthesestretcheswhich,
DDAofficialssay,canholdflood-
water.At ‘KalindiAviral’, awalk-
way leads up to the river, and
three water bodies have been

created, fed by the high ground
water table and rain. The area
aroundtheQudsiaGhat, includ-
ingagarden,isbeingrestoredby
INTACHonapilotbasis. In some
sections, including the Golden
Jubileepark,parts includingthe
entrance,arepavedwithblocks.
On the orders of the NGT, a

PrincipalCommitteewasconsti-
tuted in 2017 to “examine and
monitor the entire project of
cleaning and rejuvenation of
riverYamuna”.
A K Gosain, Professor

Emeritus,IIT-Delhi,whoispartof
thecommittee that isalsomoni-
toringtheDDAproject,said,“The
NGT order says that no perma-
nent structures are allowed.
Peopleshouldbeabletoenjoythe
natural beauty of the river, but
withoutpermanentfixtures.The
river needs a huge area in case
there isabig flood. In1978, there
wasahugefloodandallofModel
Townwasflooded.Iftheembank-
ments are breached again in a
similarmanner,therewillbehuge
damagetolifeandproperty.”
Gosainwas part of a three-

memberexpertcommitteecon-
stitutedin2013thatsubmitteda
report totheNGTin2014stating

thattheDDA’searlierplansforthe
Yamuna riverfrontwerewithin
the active floodplainwhichwill
reduce the area’s flood carrying
capacityandthatit is“untenable
andshouldbestopped”.Butthese
plansweretweakedontheNGT’s
order in2015.
“If something is created in

the floodplains that is to be
maintained every year, public
money shouldn’t be spent on
that.Thereshouldn’tbeanycon-
cretisation... We have told the
DDAtogoahead,butitshouldbe
in such a way that if a flood
comes,thereshouldn’tbeanyis-
sue. Parts of theproject that the
committeewasopposedtohave
beenremovedfromtheproject,”
Gosainsaid.At‘KalindiAviral’, for
instance, efforts weremade to
avoid concrete, an engineer as-
sociatedwith theproject said.
“Theprojectwillnothaveany

impact on the river. The flood-
plainwillbeusedwhentheriver
is not used. Maybe restoring
some of the wetlands might
bringbackthefloraandfaunaof
thearea.Theaimistoprovideac-
cess to the scenicpoints around
theriver,withoutanydetrimen-
tal effect, and restoration of the

ecosystem around the river is a
byproduct,”Gosainadded.
The total area under Zone O

oftheDDA,ortheYamunaflood-
plain, is9,700hectares,ofwhich
1,146 hectares is the river chan-
nelitself,asperdocumentssub-
mittedby theDDAto theNGT.
ShashankShekhar,professor

at the Department of Geology,
DelhiUniversity,said,“Theflood-
plainhasitsowndistinctecosys-
temservices in termsof provid-
ingdrinkingwater. Itsustains its
ownbiodiversity,it’sopenfallow
land and the lifeline of Delhi.
Attemptsshouldbemadetocon-
servethefloodplains.Ifyouleave
it like that, plannersaregoing to
eyeitsinceitisemptyland.If itis
turned into a recreation spot,
there is an identified land use.
Any redevelopment should be
withtheperspectiveofensuring
minimalchange.”
Sections of the DDA’s plans

havenotmovedforwardinplaces
where theyweremetwith stiff
opposition.AtBelaEstatecloseto
Shantivan and theGeeta Colony
flyover,HiraLal(40)pointstotwo
waterbodiesthathesaidtheDDA
dugupintheareain2020.
Repeatedattemptshavebeen

made to clear the farmlands in
theareaafterthat,hesaid.
“Wehavebeen farminghere

fordecades.Theytellusthatfarm-
ing can’t be done on the flood-
plains, becauseweuse contami-
natedwaterfromtheYamuna,but
mostfarmersdrawgroundwater
for farming. If we are tomove,
some sort of rehabilitationwill
havetobeprovided,”hesaid.
CasesarependingintheHigh

Court with regard to clearing
jhuggisonthefloodplains.
TheDDAisstillattemptingto

clear makeshift homes on the
floodplains inareaswheretrees
aretobeplanted,andwaterbod-
ies are to be created. Near the
CWGVillage,forinstance,“dem-
olitionprogrammes”arestillbe-
ingcarriedout, asper theDDA’s
status report on the project.
BetweentheOldRailwayBridge
and the ITO Barrage, there are
around695jhuggisthattheDDA
intends to clear,while there are
323jhuggisbetweenWazirabad
Barrageand ISBTBridge.
ManjuMenon, senior fellow

attheCentreforPolicyResearch,
whoworks on environmental
justiceandpolicy,said,“It’savery
exclusionary vision for creating
openrecreationalspacesforthose
whocanaffordit,whenthereare
people right there for whom
these spacesmattermuchmore
fromasurvivalpointofview.Co-
existence should be considered
andworkedoutwithfarmers.”
Effortsweremade earlier to

restore the existing floodplain
ecosystematYamunaBiodiversity
Park.FaiyazKhudsar,scientist in-
charge at the park, said, “The
Yamunafloodplainshaddifferent
forest communities likemitrag-
yna,which is awild kadamb, ja-
mun,andAcaciacatechuplant.”
At the Kalindi Biodiversity

Park,wherearound115hectares
ofthefloodplainecosystemisbe-
ing restored, there arewetlands,
he said. TheKalindi Biodiversity
ParkisalsopartoftheDDA’sflood-
plain restorationproject andhas
beenhandedover to the Centre
for EnvironmentalManagement
ofDegradedEcosystemsforwork.
“Forahealthyriver,ahealthy

floodplain is necessary. The city
hasenteredintothefloodplain—
with Akshardham,Metro, CWG
Village,powerplants.Thishasre-
duced the space that the flood-
plainoccupiedanditscapacityto
takeawayfloodwatersafelyand
rejuvenate groundwater,” said
Manoj Misra, convenor of the
YamunaJiyeAbhiyaan,onwhose
applicationtheNGTissuedanor-
derontherestorationoftheriver
andits floodplains in2015.

AtAsitaEast,oneof the10partsof theproject.AmitMehra

TheDelhiDevelopmentAuthorityhasembarkedonanambitious10-partproject to
restorea22-kmstretchalongside theriver that isexpectedtorevitalise the floodplains,

andgive thepublicascenicoutingspot.Agroundreport

THEPLAN
WHATITINVOLVES:Restoringa22-kmstretchalongthe
banksof theriver fromWazirabadtoOkhla inthreephases

COMPLETED SECTIONS (first phase)

1.KalindiAviral
(NH-24toDND
flyway):
100hectares,
westernbank
of theriver

2.AsitaWest (Old
RailwayBridge
to ITOBarrage):
93hectares,
westernbank
of theriver

3.AsitaEast (Old
RailwayBridge
to ITOBarrage):
90hectares,
easternbank
of theriver

Costof
the10-part
project:

`961.93cr

1

2

3

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 15,357 14,830
ICU BEDS 4,479 4,253

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
99,390

NOIDA
Feb12 Feb13

Cases 125 81
Deaths 0 0
GURGAON
Cases 368 297
Deaths 1 1

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 528
OXYGENSUPPORT 127
VENTILATORSUPPORT 45

DELHI: TOTAL
CASES
18,51,320

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Feb12 920 1,388 13 54,913
Feb13 804 1,197 12 53,719
Total 3,926* 18,21,322 26,072 3,56,26,942
*Total active cases inDelhi
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AMILBHATNAGAR
SAMBHAL,MORADABAD,
FEBRUARY13

THE WINTER sun bathes the
pristineglassesofMotiMasjidas
locals begin to gather for after-
noonprayers.Themosqueissit-
uated on the Asmoli-Sambhal
road,which isbusier thanusual
withlargeconvoysconstantlyon
themoveof candidatesmaking
pollpromises.
MohdFaheem(60),wholives

in the lane next to themosque
and has seen many elections,
saysnowmorethaneverthereis
a need to defeat the communal
forces. “TheHindu-Muslimcard
is apoliticalploy.Youplace iton
the table and you get a certain
section on your side. There are
only a fewHindu families that
live inthisarea.Theyhavenever
faced any issue and neverwill.
But on your televisions, leaders
willmakeyoubelievethereisen-
mity all the time. The public is
smarter than what everyone
likestobelieve.Themandatewill
make itclear,” saysFaheem.
The Muslim-majority

Sambhal district has four
Assemblyseatsintotal.Whilethe
BJP had won Gannaur and
Chandausi (SC) last time, the
Samajwadi Party had won
AsmoliandSambhalCity.
The SP-RLD candidate in

Sambhal City again is Iqbal
Mahmood, who has won the
seatfortheSPthelastfourtimes.

Evenif localswishMahmood
had paidmore attention to de-
velopment, he has their “trust”.
Thereisalsohopethattherising
tempo of communalism will
cooldownshouldtheBJPbedis-
lodged frompower.
Mohd Areeb, a resident of

DeepaSarai,arguesthateventhe
SPpaidpricelasttimeforsimilar
politics. “People do notwant to
liveinastateofconflictandeven-
tuallygettiredofcommunalrhet-
oric.WhentheSPbuiltboundary
wallsforgraveyards,theyshould
havedone the same for temples
and cremation grounds. It was
communalon theirpart and the
public showed them thedoor. If
the ruling party continues this
narrative, itwillangerpeople.”
The Congress candidate in

Sambhal City is former News
Nation journalist Nida Ahmad.

The party hasmade tickets and
promises towomen the centre-
piece of its campaign, and cam-
paigning door to door, Ahmad
tellsvoterssheis‘SambhalKiBeti’.
Mahmood, on the other

hand, goes by the title ‘Sambhal
kaBadshah’, andAhmadadmits
the contest is tough. However,
shehasworkedtoaplan.“There
are no degree colleges inmany
areas, noparks... I ama journal-
ist and even in this role, I will
continue to question the status
quotillthereischange,”shesays.
AlsointhefrayisBSP’sShakeel

Ahmad,whoownsameat com-
pany and is believed to a strong
contenderforMuslimvotes.
The BJP candidate, Rajesh

Singhal, starts fromapositionof
disadvantage given thenumeri-
cal majority of Muslims.
However,saysasupporter,Anoop

Sharma,thereismuchtorecom-
mendintheYogiAdityanathgov-
ernment. “Law and order is in
place, electricity supply has be-
comeregular.TheHindusareless
in number but our entire vote is
forYogiji.Wearealsohopingthat
ourMuslimbrotherswillseethe
goodsincethisgovernmentcares
abouteveryone,”saysSharma.
A similar divide is visible in

Moradabad, nearly 30 km from
Sambhal.ThesixAssemblyseats
herearealsoMuslim-dominated.
TheSPhadwonfourof theseats
lasttime,againsttheBJP’s two.
Thebuzzismissingfromthe

iconic brass market of
MoradabadSadar.Withpricesof
rawmaterialsupbynearly100%,
retailhasbeenheavilyimpacted.
MoradabadSadarwasoneof

theseatswonbytheBJPlasttime.
The party has fielded its sitting
MLA,RiteshKumarGupta.TheSP
has fieldedMohdYunusAnsari
whiletheBSPcandidateisIrshad
Hussain.
BJP supporters, however, ar-

gue that the government alone
can’tbeblamedforrisingprices.
TraderBhushanGupta lists rea-
sons suchas lawandorder, say-
ing“thepresentgovernmenthas
donea lot”.
However, evenhis appeal for

votesfortheBJPcomesdowntoa
simplemath.“Wemustcomeout
and vote in large numbers be-
causeMuslimswill support in
onedirection...Electionsareatrue
test forusall.” FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

KAMALDEEPSINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR,FEBRUARY13

EVENinanelectionwithseveral
rebel candidates, changing loy-
altiesandopenfactionalism,few
havebentitlikeBalwinderSingh
Laddi. In the past one-and-a-
months, the MLA elected on
Congress ticket from the re-
servedHargobindpura seat has
movedtotheBJP,returnedtothe
Congress, to again join the BJP,
and fornow, stay there.
What can be said in Laddi's

defence is that bothparties had
enough forewarning. The 50-
year-old former kirana shop
owner to sarpanch to zila
parishad chairman toMLA has
survivedmany a somersault on
the Congress's shifting chess-

board,landingalwaysonhisfeet.
Laddi got his first taste of

powerassarpanchofhisvillage
Shahbadpurat thepeakofmili-
tancy in the late ‘80s. After the
sittingsarpanchdied,thevillage
couldn’t decide on a replace-
ment, and Laddi, a shopkeeper
at the time,emergedas thesur-
prisechoice.
Luck would never leave

Laddi's side after that. Followed
bythesarpanchpostwasmem-
bership to the Gurdaspur zila
parishad member from the
Batala reserved seat in 1994.
During the first government of
AmarinderSinghbetween2002
and 2007, Laddiwould become
close to the then CongressMLA
Ashawani Shekhari (he is the
Congress candidate fromBatala
thistime).LaddicreditsShekhari

with helping him become the
chairman of theGurdaspur Zila
Parishad.
Butsoon,Laddiwasontobig-

ger stakes. He developed prox-
imity to the powerful brother
duo of Partap Singh and Fateh
Jang Singh Bajwa, rivals of
Shekhari within the Congress.
This new friendship is believed
tohavehelpedLaddigetaticket
fromHargobindpurainthe2012
Assembly elections. While he
lost, he again got the ticket in
2017, and won at a timewhen
theCongress sweptMajha.
In2019,withtheCongressal-

ready caught up in the
Amarinder vs Navjot Singh
Sidhu saga, Laddi drew head-
lines by saying Partap Singh
BajwacouldbethenextCM.The
next day, hemade a beeline to

Amarinderandatehiswords.
Last year, Laddi again batted

for Bajwa, a Rajya SabhaMP, by
seeking a ticket for him from
Batala, instead of his former
mentorShekhari.
Despitethetensionbetween

Amarinder and Bajwa, Laddi
himself managed to maintain

goodrelationswiththeCaptain.
Asthingscametoaheadwithin
the party, he even backed
Amarinder over Sidhu’s at-
tempts to topplehimasCM.
However, no sooner was

Amarindermade to step down
by the Congress than Laddi
worked his way into the Sidhu

camp.HeandFatehSinghBajwa,
a CongressMLA,were the chief
organisersforarallyforSidhuat
QadianonDecember6.
By the end of themonth, in

his biggest leap of non-faith till
then, Laddi, along with Fateh
Jang,movedover to theBJP.
ItwasDecember28,andthe

clockwas ticking. So,when less
than twomonths to go for the
polls,FatehJanggottheBJPticket
fromBatala and Laddiwas kept
waiting,thelattermadehisway
back to theCongress. This time,
his port of call was the new
thorn in Sidhu’s side, Charanjit
SinghChanni.
On February 11, when the

Congresstoofailedtohelp,Laddi
againknockedonBJPdoorsand
gainedentry.
BJP national secretary Tarun

Chug says the Congress didn't
leave the “hardworking” leader
much choice. “Laddi joined the
BJP as he was attracted to the
party policies and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The
Congress pressured him using
ugly tactics. But now as the
Congress iscaught in infighting,
why should a hardworking
leader like Laddi remain in a
partywhich does not value ex-
perience and service?” he ar-
gues.
The Congress's candidate

fromHargobindpura,Mandeep
Singh, puts on abrave face, say-
ing Laddi's flip-flopswon't hurt
him. “Laddiwent to the BJP be-
causehewantedaticket,butre-
turnedafter theBJPdeniedhim
one.Hewanted theCongress to
cancel my ticket and give it to

him, but why should the party
dosowhenhehasalreadyfailed
several pre-poll surveys?” he
says.
Meanwhile, Laddi, who is

now an owner of a tractor
agency, remains frankabouthis
intentions,actionsandexpecta-
tions.HetoldTheIndianExpress:
“IcamebacktotheCongressbe-
cause CMChanni promisedme
aticket.Butitjustdidn’thappen.
Iwasleftonmyown.Iamhereto
dopolitics.HowcanIsurvivepo-
litically if the party leaves me
withnoresponsibility?...SoIde-
cided to join the BJP, which is a
national party and they were
ready to giveme a ticket. I may
havemissed the bus, but there
will always be opportunities in
the future.” FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

TEMPLE RUSH
Devotees in Jalandharwait toboardatraintoUPtocelebrate
Ravidas Jayanti.Polling inPunjabwasdeferredtoFebruary
20 inviewof theweek-longcelebrations. PTI

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN,FEBRUARY13

THELASTdayofcampaigningfor
theUttarakhandAssemblyelec-
tionswasmarked by two firsts:
promise of a uniform civil code
byChiefMinisterPushkarSingh
Dhami; and Uttar Pradesh CM
YogiAdityanath'sappearancefor
the first andonlyday for theBJP
inthestate.TheCongressseesin
both an attempt by the BJP for
last-minute polarisation, and a
signof theparty’sdesperation.
Apartfrompromisingtobring

inauniformcivilcodeifvotedback
topower–amidstabrewingrow
overwearingofhijabbystudents
toclassinKarnataka—Dhamialso
repeated the BJP’s refrain that a
Congress governmentwould set
upaMuslimUniversity.
Congressorganisationgeneral

secretaryMathuraDuttJoshisaid
theBJP'sfrustrationwasgrowing,

andwith“noworktoshow”,itwas
tryingsuch“desperate”measures.
Joshi said even Adityanath's
speeches, at Tehri andKotdwar,
didn’tmakeanywaves.TheUPCM
talkedof Kanwariyas “freely tak-
ingoutYatra” underhis govern-
ment,andaccusedtheCongressof
“disrespecting” Hindus. “If in
Devbhoomi(Uttarakhand),some-
onedoesnotknowthedefinition
of Hindu, that party should not
have the right to be in power,”
Adityanathsaid.
Incidentally, he also let it slip

thatarallybyhiminUttarakhand,
inthemidstof thebitterUPelec-
tion,wasalast-minuteplan.
Apart fromthe relief that the

BJP unveiled both the uniform
civilcodeandAdityanathperhaps
too late, the Congress believes it
also dodged a bullet by refusing
toengagewiththeBJPonsuchis-
sues. Party leaders said there
were strict instructions to avoid
anycontroversialstatements,and

after theBJP'suniformcivil code
promise, tonotgiveanyreaction
andsticktodemandsof jobsetc.
Among the issues it skirted

was theDharmaSansadheld in
DecemberlastyearinHaridwar,
where hate speeches were
made. TheBJP governmentwas
accused of dragging its feet on

thematter, but theCongress re-
frained fromraising it.
Earlier thismonth, the party

immediatelymovedtheElection
Commissiontoensureawarning
totheBJPaftertheparty’sTwitter
handle reportedly sharedamor-
phedphotoof formerCMHarish
RawatdepictedasaMuslimcleric.
The Congresswas acting on

cues it picked up in 2017. At the
time, the BJP had brought in
Adityanath—not yet theUPCM
but influential due to his
Uttarakhandrootsandbeinghead
oftheGorakhnathMutt—tocam-
paign in the final stretch in dis-
tricts like Udham SinghNagar,
Haridwar, Dehradun.While the
BJP had swept Uttarakhand
amidstaModiwave,theCongress
believesAdityanathhurt it badly
intheseareas,andwasafactorin
HarishRawat’s defeat fromboth
Kichha(UdhamSinghNagar)and
HaridwarRuralseats.
Congress leaders say

Adityanathcouldhavebenefited
theBJPagainthistimeifhisevents
had been planned in areas like
Chamoli, Uttarkashi, Badrinath,
Kedarnath,orSrinagar—close to
the Modi government’s pet
Chardhamproject.Apartfromthe
religiousassociation,BJPhasbeen
propagatingitaspartofitsbigde-
velopmentpushforthestate,with
fearsofecologicalimpactnotcut-
tinganyiceamongvoters.
SaidaseniorCongress leader:

“Themostimportantthingisthat
wegavenoopportunitytotheBJP
to catchontoany issue. Thiswas
ourplanfromthestart...Iremem-
berbeforehisvisittothestate,sen-
iorleaderDigvijayaSinghwasalso
givenclearinstructionstonotgive
theBJPanychanceofpolarisation.”
The leader added therewas

apprehensionthattheBJP’sbogey
ofMuslimUniversitywould turn
away some voters, particularly
givenhowtheBJPpushedit,with
evenPMNarendraModiraisingit.

“But,we clearly asked theBJP to
show where it said this in our
manifesto. People soon realised
thatthiswasabaselessallegation.”
As part of the same strategy,

the Congress state unit advised
againsteventsplannedforitsmi-
nority department head Imran
“Pratapgarhi” and senior leader
GhulamNabiAzadinsomeseats.
Denying charges of polarisa-

tion, BJP spokesperson Shadab
Shams said itwas the Congress
thathadstarted itwith its “plans
foraMuslimUniversity”andwas
nowplayingthe“victimcard”,and
that the BJPwas forced to react,
evenif itwasatthelastmoment.
“Asfarastheuniformcivilcodeis
concerned, along with Ram
Mandir andArticle370, it has al-
ways been an electoral issue for
us... There isnothingwrongwith
bringing a uniformcivil code to
thestate tosecure itsbeautyand
culture.” FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

LaddiwithCongress (left)andBJP leaders. Express

MAYURAJANWALKAR
PANAJI, FEBRUARY13

LIKETHEsussegad (siesta)hours
of a typical Sunday afternoon in
Panaji, its residents tooappear to
be quiet a day before the state
Assembly polls. Situated on the
banks of theMondovi river, the
constituencyis,however,allsetfor
apitchedpollbattle.
TherulingBJPhas

fielded its sitting
MLA Atanasio
‘Babush’Monserrate,
a strongman from
the Tiswadi taluka.
Taking him is Utpal
Parrikar, the son of
ex-defenceminister
and four-time Goa
CM late Manohar
Parrikar,whoismakinghisdebut
as an Independent candidate af-
ter falling outwith the BJP that
preferredMonserrate, oneof the
tenCongresslegislatorswhohad
defected to the BJP in 2019. He
subsequentlywonthePanaji by-
poll on a Congress ticket after
Parrikar’sdeath.
In the contention is also the

Congresscandidate,bureaucrat-
turned-politicianElvisGomes, a
former commissioner of the
Corporationof theCity of Panaji
(CCP).Knownforhiscleanimage,
GomeswastheAAP’sCMcandi-
date in the 2017 polls. The AAP
hasfieldeditsGoavicepresident

ValmikiNaikfromthisseatagain.
AretiredGoaMedicalCollege

employee,Talgappasays,“I think
thepresentMLA(Monserrate)has
done goodwork. Other candi-
datesarenew,soIcan’treallysay
anythingaboutthem,”hesays.
AlthoughUtpal has kept his

gunstrainedonMonserrate,call-
inghima“taintedcandidatewith
criminalantecedents”, thelatter

seems to be in a for-
midableposition,rid-
ingontherulingBJP’s
backing and years of
his political experi-
ence. In April 2021, a
panel backed by him
won25of 30munic-
ipalwards inPanaji.
Onhispart,Utpal,

a US-educated engi-
neer, has sought to

positionhimselfasParrikar’sheir,
staking claim over his political
legacywhile projecting his “in-
tegrity”.Hemaygarner thesup-
port of his Gaud Saraswat
Brahmincommunity,whichhad
always backed his father who
representedPanajifivetimes.The
Christian elite that supported
Parrikarmay also be onUtpal’s
side,feelhiscampaignmembers.
A shopkeeper on Malacca

Road, N Shaikh, however, says
Gomes is a front-runner in this
contest. “Babush andUtpal are
justmediahype,”hesaid.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

UtpalParrikar

DhamiwithPMModi.ANI

Utpal Parrikar, BJP
strongman locked in
four-cornered battle

I Hereby Declare

IMMOVABLEASSETS:
Self: `1.4 crore
Wife: `5.8 lakh
LOANSFROMBANKS:
`6.7 lakh
CRIMINALCASE:1
(related to fatal accident)
accused of killingwife

SOURCESOFEARNING:
Salary andagriculture

EDUCATION:Graduate
(2010)

TOTALASSETS:
`1.98 crore
MOVABLEASSETS:
Self: `39 lakh
Wife: `7.6 lakh

AMANMANI
TRIPATHI*
BSP,Nautanwa
(UP)

IMMOVABLEASSETS:
Self: `12 lakh
Wife: `1.7 crore
LOANSFROMBANKS:
Child (1):`1.57 lakh
(credit card)
CRIMINALCASES:2

SOURCESOFEARNING:
MLAsalary and
agriculture

EDUCATION:Graduate
(1983)

TOTALASSETS:
`2.5 crore
MOVABLEASSETS:
Self: `32 lakh (includes a
revolver)
Wife: `7.7 lakh
Children (2) `27 lakh

OMPRAKASH
RAJBHAR
SBSP,
Zahoorabad
(Ghazipur)

Bend it like Balwinder: Cong to BJP, to Cong to BJP, on the trail of a Punjab MLA

Yogi, civiccode in lastDoondash;Congseesdesperation

MORADABADSADAR
2017
RiteshKumarGupta
(BJP)1,23,467votes
MohdYusufAnsari (SP)
1,20,274votes

SAMBHALCITY
2017
IqbalMahmood(SP)
79,248votes
ZiaurRahmanBarq,
(AIMIM)60,426votes

Congress’sNidaAhmad
campaigns inSambhal.

PraveenKhanna

In Muslim belt, support for parties
divided along community lines

PROMINENT CONTESTS
Khatima(BJP’sPushkarSinghDhamivsCong'sBhuwan
ChandraKapri);Nainital (BJP’sSaritaAryavsCong'sSanjeev
Arya);Ramnagar (BJP’sDiwanSinghBishtvsCong’sMahendra
PalSingh);Lalkuan(BJP’sMohanSinghBishtvsCong'sHarish
Rawat);Kotdwar(BJP’sRituBhushanKhandurivsCong's
SurendraSinghNegi)

32 31

3

57

11 2
(Dhanolti,
Bhimtal)32017 2012 1

RUNNERS-UP(2017):
BJP11,Cong50,
Independents7,BSP2

Total
Seats
70

UTTARPRADESH PROMINENT
CONTESTS
1.RAMPUR:
AzamKhanvsAkash
Saxena

2.AONLA:
DharampalSinghvsRadha
KrishanSharma

3.BADAUN:
MaheshChandraGuptavs
RaisAhmad

4.SAMBHAL:
IqbalMahmoodvsNida
Ahmad

5.SHAHJAHANPUR:
SureshKumarKhannavs
TanveerKhan

■Cong ■BJP ■BSP
■ Independents ■UKD(P)

UTTARAKHAND

PROMINENT CONTESTS
Panaji (BabushMonserratevsUtpalParrikarvsElvisGomes),
Poriem(DeviyaRanevsRanjitRane),Benaulim(Churchill
AlemaovsVenzyViegas),Mormugao(MilindNaikvs
SankalpAmonkar),Mandrem(DayanandSoptevs
LaxmikantParsekar)

2017 2012

RUNNERS-UP(2017):
BJP22,Congress7,MGP3,
UGP1,GSRP,1,AAP1,
GSM1, Ind4

RUNNERS-UP(2017):
BJP13,BSP11,SP21, INC9,AIMIM1
SP,Cong inalliance in2017

■BJP ■Congress ■GFP
■MGP ■NCP ■GVP ■ Independents

■BJP ■SP ■BSP ■Cong
■PeacePartyof India
■ Ittehad-e-MillatCouncil

GOA Total
Seats
40

PROMINENT CANDIDATES
BJPMINISTERS
■BaldevSinghAulakh
■GulabDevi
■SureshKhanna
■MaheshChandra
Gupta

■AzamKhan(SP)

■ IqbalMahmood
(SP)

■ZiaurRahman(SP)

■HaiderAliKhan
(ApnaDal)

Total
seats in
Phase II
55

1
2

3

4 5

13 21 9
3

2 5

17 3
3
1
3

2017 2012

38

2

3

1 1

8

27 15

15

VOTING
TODAY

*BJP-MGPalliance formed
governmentwith24MLAs

*Accusedof killingwife
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PATIALA, LUDHIANA,
FEBRUARY13

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday promised to
eradicate drugs menace from
Punjabifthegrandalliancecom-
prisingBhartiyaJanataParty(BJP),
formerchiefMinisterAmarinder
Singh’sPunjabLokCongressand
Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa’s SAD
(Sanyukt) isvotedtopower.
Addressing a public rally in

favourofhisallyandPunjabLok
Congress chief Amarinder
Singh’s support in Patiala, Shah
said, “Wewill eradicate drugs
fromPunjab.Ourgoalistomake
Punjabdrugfree.Iwouldcallyou
tochooseagovernmentthatwill
work together with the Centre
forthedevelopmentofPunjab.”
At the same time, he said he

salutes the valour of Punjabis,
Sikhsinparticular,sayingthena-
tionfeelssafeandsecureasthey
keepaguard.
He said Punjabwas a border

stateandpeaceandsecurityhere
wasverymuchimportantforthe
security of the country. He said,
onlyanNDAgovernment,which

willworkcloselywiththecentral
government can ensure peace,
harmonyandsecurityhere.
He said Amarinder always

rose above partisan considera-
tionswhen it came to the issues
concerningnational security.He
disclosed thatwhenhebecame
theHomeMinisterin2019,hefelt
quite concernedabout the secu-
rityalongthePunjabborder.“But
once IspoketoCaptAmarinder, I
feltrelaxed”,herecalled.
Inaspecialmessagetopeople

ofPatiala,theHomeMinistersaid,
“theway theCongresspartyhad
treated a senior leader like Capt
Amarinder,it(Congress)mustnot
getasingleseatfromPatiala”.
Shah referred to theproblem

of drugsprevailing inPunjab.He
said,giveNarendraModiachance
and drugs will be completely
wipedoutofPunjab.Hetookadig
at Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal,sayinghehadtheaudac-
ity to claim to finish drugs from
Punjabwhen he had drowned
Delhi in liquorbyopening liquor
shopseverywhere.
HealsoquestionedKejriwal’s

intentions towards Punjab and
towardsSikhs.Shahalsosaidthat
KejriwalhadnotappointedaSikh

as part of his Delhi government
despitehavingbeeninpowerfor
aroundeightyears.
Earlier addressing the rally,

AmarinderpraisedAmitShahand
theBJPgovernmentatthecentre
thathehadalwaysgotfullsupport
and cooperation fromhim and
other ministers whenever he
neededit.Hespeciallymentioned
that during Covid pandemic
when the state fell short of vac-
cines, the central government
tooknotimeinprovidingthese.
AddressingarallyinLudhiana,

Shah askedhowCongress’s CM
candidateCharanjitSinghChanni
wouldensuresafetyandsecurity
of a statewhenheeven failed to
provide security to the country's
PrimeMinister.He also said that
religiousconversionswereama-
jorissueinthestatewhichcanbe
solvedonlyifBJPcomestopower.
“CanPunjab remain safe and

secure under the leadership of
Channi,” Shah asked. “It’s not
aboutmakingacomedy filmbut
runningastate.”
“Similarly, ArvindKejriwal...

hasnothingtodowithnationalse-
curity,” he said, addding, “If they
cometopower,theywillagainre-
viveterrorisminthestate.”

KANCHANVASDEV
RAJOMAJRA(DHURI),
FEBRUARY13

DEFENDINGLASTyear’schangeof
guard inPunjab, Congress leader
PriyankaGandhiVadraonSunday
saidtheAmarinderSingh-ledgov-
ernmenthad tobe replacedas it
wasrun“bytheBJPfromDelhi”.
“Wehad our government in

thestate for fiveyears.Butatone
point of time, we sensed the
'neeyat(intention)'ofourgovern-
mentwaschanging.Weimmedi-
atelygotintoactionandchanged
the government. Then (incum-
bentCM,CharanjitSingh)Channi
jicame,”Priyankatoldsupporters
inKotkapuraandDhuri.
Priyanka said the Congress

knewthatthefactthegovernment
was“beingrunbysomeoneelse”
wouldnotbe takenkindlybythe
peopleof Punjab. “Nowtheyare
alltogether-outinopen,”shesaid,
referring to thealliancebetween
Amarinder'snewlyformedparty,
thePunjabLokCongress,andthe
BJPforthecomingAssemblypolls.
InDhuri,wherePriyankaalso

addressed an ‘all-woman’ rally,
Chief Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi raised the pitch by an-
nouncing eight, free LPG cylin-
ders for every household in a
year,besidesRs1,100permonth

forwomen to run their kitchen.
“I call on thewisewomentoget
togetheranddecidewhotohand
overthekeyofthestate,”hesaid.
Dhuri is the constituency

fromwhereAAP’schiefminister
faceBhagwantManniscontest-
ing.TheCongress'spromisewas
acountertoAAP'sofferofgiving
Rs1,000permonthtowomento
help run thehousehold.
SlammingtheAAP,Priyanka

calledherself“PunjabkiBeti”(as
she is married into a Punjabi
family)andurgedvoterstosense
the ‘neeyat’ of political parties
beforevoting for them.
“Do not go bywhat you are

showninadvertisementsinDelhi.
IliveinDelhi.Icantellyouwhatall
theyhavedone there. Theyhave

not openeda singlenewschool,
notasinglenewhealthcare insti-
tute. They just gave advertise-
mentsworthRs200croreduring
Covid pandemic when people
weredyingofshortageofoxygen.
Youdonotseetruthinadvertise-
ments.Truthisdifferentbutwhat
youaretoldisdifferent,”shesaid.
The Congress leaders were

campaigningforDhuriMLADalvir
SinghGoldy,whoisseekingasec-
ondterm,andtheparty'snominee
inKotkapura,AjaypalSandhu.
AICC incharge Harish

Chaudhary, PPCC chief Navjot
Sidhu, former PPCC chief Sunil
Jakhar,andstateministersRazia
Sultanawerealsopresent at the
rally.Sidhu,however,didnotad-
dress therally.

Shah promises to make Punjab
drug free if BJP voted to power

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY13

ASSAMCHIEFMinisterHimanta
Biswa Sarma, criticised by the
Opposition over his ‘father-son’
barb at Rahul Gandhi, said on
Sunday that the Congress was
giving a “wrong interpretation”
to his statement andmaking it
anissueto“deviatefromthereal
questions” raisedbyhim.
“I raised certainquestions—

why did the Congress party, in-
steadof appreciating the Indian
Army after the surgical strike,
questioned the soldiers?Why
did the Congress abuseGeneral
BipinRawatwhilehewasalive?
Youcannotescapefromanswer-
ingthesequestions.Thecountry
has these to be answered,”
SarmatoldTheSundayExpress.
At an election rally in

UttarakhandonFriday,Sarmahit
outatCongressMPRahulGandhi
for allegedly questioning the
2016 surgical strike against ter-
rorists across theLineof Control
(LoC).“Indiaconductedthesurgi-

cal strike in Pakistan under his
(General Bipin Rawat's) leader-
ship. Rahul Gandhi demanded
proof of the strike. Didwe ever
askyouforproofofwhetheryou
are Rajiv Gandhi's son or not?”
theBJP leaderhadsaid.
This statement prompted a

sharp reaction from Congress
leaders aswell as other opposi-
tionparties, includingTelangana
ChiefMinisterKChandrasekhar
Raowho urged PrimeMinister
NarendraModi tosackSarma.
“They are trying tomisinter-

pret theremark.What Imeant is
that there are certain issues that
one should not question. In any

country,when the armed forces
return fromastrike, theyget ap-
plause andpraises. But here the
OppositionCongressquestioned
it,”Sarmasaid.
He added that hewas trying

toquestiontheCongress’s“disre-
spect” to the Army andGeneral
Rawat in Uttarakhand –which
votes for its next Assembly on
Monday–but the Congresswas
only“tryingtodeviateattention”.
ServingandretiredArmyper-

sonnelmakeupasizeableportion
of the electorate inUttarakhand,
andpoliticalpartieshavespoken
aboutGeneralRawat—theChief
ofDefenceStaff whodiedinahel-
icoptercrashinDecember2021—
duringtheircampaign.
SeveralCongressleadershave

condemned Sarma’s remark
againstRahulGandhi.OnSunday,
MallikarjunKharge— the leader
of Opposition in Rajya Sabha—
said: “It’s a childish and con-
demnable statement. For sakeof
power,he(Sarma)wenttotheBJP
andnowspeaks the languageof
PMand theRSSwho always in-
dulgeincharacterassassination.”

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR,FEBRUARY13

ANODISHAgovernmentnotifica-
tioninOctober2021thatallowed
MLAstorecommendnamesof10
teachersfortransferinthecurrent
academic yearhas comeback to
haunt the ruling Biju JanataDal
(BJD)with instances of govern-
ment teachers campaigning for
partycandidatesaheadoftheru-
ral elections scheduledbetween
February16andFebruary24.
BJD has 114 of the total 147

MLAsintheLegislativeAssembly.
The images and videos of

teachers allegedly campaigning
have emerged from Asanpur

Panchayat in Jajpur district,
Krushnaparsadblockof Puri and
Maithili blockofMalkangiri dis-
trict.Officials intheStateElection
Commission saidmost of such
complaints aredealtwith at the
districtlevel.
Whenaskedabout thenum-

ber of complaints, Azad Hind
Panigrahi,DeputySecretary,State
Election Commission told The
SundayExpress,“Itwillbedifficult
toenumeratethenumberofcom-
plaints…Thedistrictcollectorsare
authorised to inquire into the al-
legations and takenecessary ac-
tions. Such complaints are com-
monineveryelection,butyesthe
numbersaremorethistime.”
TheBJDhasdeniedallegations

of government employees cam-
paigningfortheparty’scandidates.
“Theallegationsholdnoveracity.
If theyhaveproof,theymustfilea
complaintandlettheSECinquire.
Thevideosandphotoshavebeen
portrayedoutofcontexttopainta
falsepicture,” BJD spokesperson
LeninMohantysaid.
ThenotificationthatMLAscan

recommendteachersfortransfer
wasissuedonlyforthecurrentac-
ademicyear;andthisisscheduled
to end immediately after the ru-
ral polls.When contacted, Alok
Kumar Kar, Special Secretary
School andMass Education de-
partment said, “Thiswas a state
governmentdecision.Sowecan-
not commentwhy the notifica-

tionwasissuedonlyforayear.”
In Jajpur, two teachers have

been suspended and twowere
servedashowcausenotice.
Oppositionpartiesallegedthat

theteachersinJajpurparticipated
in party meetings held by
BinjharpurMLAPramilaMallik.
He, however, denied the allega-
tions and said teacherswerenot
participatinginanymeetingsheld
bytheBJDinhisconstituency.“No
governmentemployeewaspres-
entinanypartymeetingsheld.The
allegationsarebaseless,”hesaid.
Commentingonnames that

he recommended for transfer,
Mallik said, “The names were
recommended as per the rules
inthenotification,therewereno

violations.”
In Puri, two primary school

teacherswere seencampaigning
withBJDleaderSanjayDasBurma
for the panchayat polls in
Krushnaparsadblockof Puri. BJP
leaderUpasnaMohapatrawho
shared these images fromPuri
throughhersocialmediaaccount
andplanstoapproachtheSECsaid,
“Theseteachersaredivertingfrom
theirschooldutiestocampaignfor
therulingparty.Thisisasmallex-
ampleof howstatemachinery is
beingmisusedtimeandagain.We
demand strict actions against
thoseviolatingrules.”
In Malkangiri, MLA and

Congress leader BhujabalMajhi
hasallegedthataprimaryschool

teacher,CHCdoctor,andanassis-
tant sub-inspector of Kartanpali
outpost were campaigning for
therulingparty inMathili.
Separately, the SEC had re-

ceivedtwocomplaints fromthe
BJP in the issue, an inquiry into
which is still underway.
Teachersemployedingovern-

ment schools in the state are
bound under the Orissa
Government Servants’ Conduct
Rules of 1959, prohibiting them
fromparticipatinginanypolitical
campaigns. While such com-
plaints of government employ-
ees, specifically teachers partici-
patinginelectioncampaigns,has
becomeapoliticalslugfest,theis-
suehas gained importance after

the state government’s October
notification. This notification al-
lowsMLAstorecommendnames
of 10 teachers fromprimaryand
secondary sections, for transfer
and better postingwithin their
constituencies. The notification
was criticised by the opposition
whocalleditadeliberatemoveto
solicitfavoursfromteacherswho
playacrucialroleduringtherural
elections.
President of Odisha School

Teachers Association, Vinod
Panigrahi said, “Empowering
MLAs to recommend transfers
means politicising a teacher’s
post.We strongly condemn the
participation of any teacher in
political ralliesor campaigns.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
DEHRADUN,FEBRUARY13

FORMERUTTARAKHAND chief
minister Harish Rawat has hit
back at Union HomeMinister
AmitShahforusingaHindiidiom
alluding to theCongress leader’s
“helpless” statewithinhis party,
and said that the statement
showedthe“mentality”oftheBJP.
At a rally in Raipur on

Saturday,ShahsaidtheCongress
is unable to decide the role of
Rawat in the coming state
Assembly elections, adding his
situation was similar to ‘dhobi
ka... na ghar ka na ghaat ka’. The
full Hindi idiommakes a refer-
ence to theworddog, and Shah
saidhedidnotwant touse it.
“Ye bechare Harish Rawat ko

netabanayenge,nahibanayenge,
banayenge,nahibanayenge,ticket
denge, nahi denge, yahan se
denge, wahan se denge (The
Congresscannotdecidewhether
to make Harish Rawat their
leader or not, whether to give
him a ticket or not, and from
where)… “Yeh dhobi ka… aage
nahi bolna chahta… na ghar ka
ghaatka,” saidShah.
Rawat reacted to the state-

mentonSunday,sayingthateven

iftheHomeMinisterwantstore-
fer to him as a dog, hewill con-
tinuetostandupforUttarakhand,
and“bark”and“bite”forthestate.
“Yourwordshaveshownthe

lowmentality of BJP for people
ofUttarakhand... Iwill dowhat-
ever I need for the security of
Uttarakhand and Uttarakha-
ndiyat,”RawatwroteonTwitter.
The former CMalso said in a

video statement: “Thank you,
(PrimeMinister)NarendraModi-
ji,andthankyou,respectedAmit
Shah-ji. You all are coming to
Uttarakhand and attacking this
small worker of the Congress
party. Yesterday, Amit Shah
said…thatHarishRawatisdhobi
ka,blank,nagharkanaghaatka...
Even if I amadog in his eyes, at
least I amof Uttarakhand. Iwill
talkforUttarakhand.If Iwillbark,
as per him, then it will be for
Uttarakhand.Butalsoremember
that if the interests of
Uttarakhandarehurt,thenalong
withbarking, Iwillbitetoo.”

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,FEBRUARY13

FORMER CHIEF Minister and
PDPpresidentMehboobaMufti
on Sunday said the draft rec-
ommendations of the
Delimitation Commission are
anattempt todivide thepeople
of JammuandKashmir on sec-
tarian and social grounds.
She also said that the hijab

rowhasbeencreatedbecause it
is the symbol and identity of a
particular community and that
shefearsotherMuslimsymbols
wouldbe targetedafter this.
“The rights and guarantees

givenby the IndianConstitution
are being mutilated and the
DelimitationReportthathascome
recentlyispartofthat,”Muftisaid
while addressingapress confer-
enceinSrinagarafterameetingof
the party's Political Affairs
Committee(PAC).“Theyhavetried
todividethepeopleofJammuand
Kashmiron sectarian level (and)
onsocial level, so that thepeople
fightwitheachother.ButthePDP's
strugglewouldbeagainstit.”
Whilereferringtothemerger

of Rajouri and Poonch with
Anantnag parliamentary con-
stituency,Mufti questioned the
logicof themove.“Inthisdelim-
itation, theyhave ruined every-

body other than the BJP,” she
said.“Ifyoudon'tlikeRajouriand
Poonch and youwant to create
an exclusive constituency, wait
andyoucangiveaseparateseat
to Rajouri and Poonch. If you
don't likeChenabvalley,youcan
give them a separate seat. The
delimitation has to happen in
2026. See therearenonumbers
(supporting) this delimitation.
There is a constituency for one
lakh people and another con-
stituency for1.75 lakhpeople.”
MuftisaidthatwhileJammu

and Kashmir is a political issue,
it isbeingturnedintoareligious
issue. She said the situation has
onlybecomemorecomplicated
after the abrogation of Jammu
andKashmir’sspecialstatus.She
also reiterated her call for dia-
loguewithPakistan.
On the hijab row, she said,

“Hijabhasbeenturnedintoanis-
sue because it is a symbol of a
community... It all started from
JammuandKashmirbecauseitis
aMuslimmajoritystateandthese
experimentswouldbeconducted
throughoutthecountry,”shesaid.

BSP fields ex- SP
MLA against OP
Rajbhar, state chief
replaces Mukhtar
Ansari in Mau

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW,FEBRUARY13

THEBAHUJANSamajParty(BSP)
on Sunday fielded former
SamajwadiParty(SP)MLASyeda
Shadab Fatima from the
Zahoorabad Assembly seat in
Ghazipur district against
SuheldevBharatiyaSamajParty
(SBSP)chiefOmPrakashRajbhar.
The party also announced that
its state chief Bheem Rajbhar
wouldcontest fromMau.Here-
places incumbent Mukhtar
Ansari,who isnowinprison.
The two are among the 47

nomineeswhose candidatures
wereannouncedduringtheday.
Theseconstituenciesareamong
the54thatwillgotothepolls in
thelastphaseonMarch7.These
seats are in the districts of
Azamgarh, Mau, Jaunpur,
Ghazipur, Chandauli, Varanasi,
Bhadohi, Mirzapur, and
Sonbhadra. Theparty has yet to
announceitscandidatesinseven
constituencies.
In Zahoorabad, Om Prakash

Rajbhar, whose party is in al-
liancewith theSP, is the incum-
bentMLA.Fatimawill looktore-
peat her performance in the
2012 elections, when shewon
theseat.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUDHIANA,FEBRUARY13

AGROUPofunidentifiedmenal-
legedly attacked S R Ladhar, BJP
candidatefromGillconstituency
of Ludhiana, lateonSunday.
Ladhar, a former IAS officer,

wasreturningafteraddressinga
poll meeting at Kheri Chameri
villagewhenhis vehiclewas al-
legedlyattacked.
Miscreantsallegedlyhithim

with baseball bats and he re-
ceived injuries on his upper
body. Ladhar has nowbeen ad-
mitted to theCivilHospital.
Punjab BJP general secretary

JeevanGuptasaid,“Ourcandidate
SRLadharwasreturningafterad-
dressingapollmeetingatvillage
KheriChameriinhisconstituency
whenunidentifiedmenattacked
himwithbaseballbats.Hehasre-
ceivedseriousinjuries.”
Ladhar’sson,GautamLadhar,

alleged that efforts were being
madebyopponentpartiesto“vi-
tiate the peaceful atmosphere”
ofPunjabandafterthe“success-
ful rally of UnionMinister Amit
ShahinLudhianaonSundaythe
opponentshavegot scared”.

Why some teachers campaigning in rural polls has come to haunt BJD govt

PUNJABCAMPAIGN

Amarinder replaced as
his govtwas run by BJP
fromDelhi: Priyanka

AICCgeneralsecretaryPriyankaGandhiVadraduringa
roadshowinZirakpurinMohalidistrict,onSunday. JasbirMalhi

GETTINGREADYFORPOLLS:Pollingofficialscollectelection
materialatadistributioncentre inMoradabadonSunday,
theeveof thesecondphaseof theUttarPradeshAssembly
elections. PTI

UnionHomeMinisterAmitShahwithPunjabLokCongresspresidentCaptAmarinderSinghin
PatialaonSunday.HarmeetSodhi

AssamChiefMinister
HimantaBiswaSarma

Congress misinterpreting my
remarks on Rahul, says Himanta

Congress
leader
Harish
Rawat

Rawat says Shah’s
barb against him
shows BJP mentality

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

THE COUNTDOWN
BUREAUCRATSALWAYS comeunder pressure frompolitical
leadershiptodeliverinastipulatedtimewhenitcomestoflag-
ship programmes or popular schemes that could be high-
lightedduringelections.UnionministerRajeevChandrasekhar
has a uniqueway to push officials in hisministry to pull up
theirsleeves.Hehasplacedadigitalpanelthatcountsthenum-
berof days for thisgovernment tomeet the targets. Thedigi-
tal countdowndisplay,which is placed in his rooms in both
the offices — Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology(Meity)inElectronicsNiketanandMinistryofSkill
Development and Entrepreneurship in LabourMinistry –
shows the number of days left in this government's term.
Chandrasekhar tells his officials he has only limited days to
meethistargetandfulfill thegovernment'spromises,sothey
have to perform according to his deadlines. On Sunday, the
panelshowed ‘717DaysRemaining’.

BETWEEN THE LINES
A LINE tucked deep inside theQuad foreignministers' joint
statement that they are “exploring a track 1.5 dialogue be-
tween our respective strategic thinkers” has sent a shot of
adrenalinecoursingthroughIndia'sstrategiccorpsandthink
tanks.Forthechosenones, itcouldmeanaccesstothetopin
theforeignpolicyestablishment,opendoorstofunding,and
of course, travel to faroffQuadmembercapitals.

PHOTO PROOF
UNHAPPYOVERstatesnotinvitingMPsforfoundationlaying
and inauguration functions of works under the Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), theMinistry of Rural
Development has come upwith an idea to ensure that this
doesnothappen.Theministryhasaskedthestatestoupload
a “good quality” photograph each of the inauguration and
foundation laying ceremonies, showing theMP alongwith
theplaque,onthescheme’sportal.Besides, ithasaskedstates
to ensure that no such complaints should be received from
theMPs in this respect.

Delimitation panel’s
draft recommendations
are an attempt to divide
people of J&K: Mufti

PDP
president
Mehbooba
Mufti

BJP Gill candidate
‘attacked’; his son
terms it a bid to
‘vitiate peaceful
atmosphere’
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IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, FEBRUARY13

ON FEBRUARY 5, Sneha Gaur, a
resident of Aishbagh in Old
Bhopal, was on her way home
fromwork as usual. Around 8
pm,the24-year-oldreachedthe
train tracks at the Barkhedi
Phataklevelcrossingandducked
under a parked goods train to
reach theother side.
But then, the train began to

move. And something unusual
happened.
Displayingcourageandpres-

ence of mind, 37-year-old
Mohammad Mehboob, who
saw Sneha get stuck under the
train,slidontothetrackspastthe
wheels to reachherandensure,

withahandonherhead,thatshe
stayeddownwithouthittingthe
28 wagons that rolled past
above.
“For a moment, I was lying

there alone and then suddenly
there was a man who had
jumped in to be besideme.My
brotherwasstandingontheop-
posite side of the track and I
could see the horrified expres-
sion on his face. I wanted to lift
my head and assure him that I
was safe. But theman heldmy
head down and kept on saying,
‘beta, tu darna mat, mein hun
(Child, don't fear, I am here)’,”
saidSneha.
Mehboobsaid:“Iwasalerted

bysomeone'sscream.Iimmedi-
ately thought shemight panic
and startmoving to get out and

comeincontactwiththerolling
wheels or hit her head on the
wagon above. I jumped in to
calmher.”
Mehboob is a carpenter and

sole breadwinner of a family of
seven.Hedidn'thaveacellphone
toknowthat avideoof the inci-
denthadgoneviral.But later,he
wasgivenacellphonebyShoaib
Hashmi,asocialactivist,evenas
the local police got it recharged
while felicitatinghim.
Sneha’smother,Shama,says

her son Rahul told her about
whathadhappened.“I tookitas
a joke after he toldme that an
entire train had passed over
Sneha.Butsoon, Irealisedthatit
wastrue.NowIwanttomeetthe
‘dada’(elderbrother)whosaved
mydaughter,” shesaid.

ForSneha,whoworks in the
marketing sector, Shama and
otherlocalresidents,thenarrow
escapeprovidedanotheroppor-

tunity to underscore a long-
pending demand: a foot over-
bridge at the spot located near
the national hockey stadium,

about 1.5 km from Bhopal
Junction.
“Likeme, there weremany

otherswhowereduckingunder

thewagonstocross. Iwasunder
the wagon when, without a
horn, the train startedmoving...
Aftera third linebecameopera-
tional,goodstrainsstoptherefor
overanhourorso.It isnotpossi-
ble towait there for that longas
thereisaliquorshopnearby,and
severaldrunkmenloiteraround.
Theareaisalsopoorlylit,”Sneha
said.
Shama said: “Awomanwas

crushedunderthetrainjusttwo
weeks ago. My daughter was
lucky but I shudder to think
what would have happened if
themanhadnot jumped in.”
According to Government

Railway Police SP Hitesh
Chaudhary, Barkhedi Phatak
recorded18deathslastyear,and
is a hotspot on the radar. But

withresidentialandcommercial
areas mushrooming on either
sideof thetracks,Snehasaidshe
is “among hundreds of people
whohavelittlechoiceotherthan
to riskour liveseveryday”.
According to officials, as the

city expanded, three under-
passes were constructed but
none in the old city.When con-
tacted, Divisional Railway
Manager Saurabh
Bandopadhyaya said: “There is
no denying that there is a need
foranoverbridgethere.Lastyear,
discussionswere heldwith the
state government, including on
issuesof landencroachment.We
are in the process of construct-
ing a bridge, and tenders have
beenissuedbythestategovern-
mentandRailways.”

On train tracks in Bhopal, an act of daring saves a life, highlights a risk

(Left)Avideoscreenshotof
MohammadMehboob
(above)onthetracksalong
withSnehaGaur.Express

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,FEBRUARY13

AN FIR has been registered
against thewifeof formerUttar
Pradesh minister and
Samajwadi Party (SP) leader
Lalji Verma, and others in con-
nection with the murder of a
27-year-oldyouthinAmbedkar
Nagar in 2020.
Verma, whowas aminister

in the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) government led by
Mayawati, joined the SP last
November. He is contesting to
retain the Katehari seat in
Ambedkar Nagar district. On
Sunday, he alleged, “The case
against my wife has been
lodged to deliberately malign
myimageduringelectiontime.
She is innocent and was not
present at the spot.”
In the FIR filed late on

Saturday night, complainant
Suresh Singh alleged that as-
sailants attacked and killed his
son Ritesh alias DM Singh on
the direction of Shobhavati
Verma,whowas adistrict pan-
chayat member at the time.
Singh alleged that Shobhavati,
whowasthedistrictpanchayat
president from 2010 to 2015,
developedenmitywithhis son
ashe toowanted to contest the
election to the district pan-
chayat andwasopposingher.
According to the police,

Suresh and Ritesh went to the
village of Utretu on June 26,
2020. While Suresh was in the
village to buy goods from the
market, his son was there to
meet people for the election,
thepoliceadded.Sureshalleged
that unidentified gunmen shot
andkilledformerUtretuvillage
headDharmendraVermaatthe
market.
“On the direction of

Shobhavati,herassociatespres-
ent at the spot caught Ritesh
and two others. They thrashed
the three badly with sticks fol-
lowingwhich twodiedandan-
othergotseriously injured,” the
police said.
Apart fromRitesh,Sultanpur

resident Mohammad Mohsin
died in the lynching while
Abhinesh alias Vikram Singh
wasgrievously injured.Vikram
died later in hospital, said
Ibrahimpur Station House
Officer (SHO)Manoj Singh.
Suresh alleged in his com-

plaint that he immediately in-
formed the police about the
lynching, and added, “In the
presence of the police, the ac-
cusedalsopouredpetrolonthe
face and tried to set it ablaze.”
Following Verma’s murder,

the police had said that local
people had caught Ritesh and
the two others and brutally as-
saulted them, suspecting their
involvement in the killing. At
the time, the police said the
murderwas the falloutof adis-
pute between Verma and a
criminal. Theyalsoclaimedthe
three men who were lynched
were involved in themurder.
“While investigating the

murderofDharmendraVerma,
the police found the involve-
ment of three more persons,
and filed chargesheet against
them,” SHOManoj Singh said
on Sunday.
The police officer said that

apart from Shobhavati Verma,
the FIR mentions the involve-
mentof sevenunidentifiedpeo-
ple in the lynching.
Basedona court’s directive,

variouscharges, includingmur-
der and attempted murder,
were invoked, the officer said,
addingthatnoonehadbeenar-
rested yet.
Meanwhile, this time, Lalji

Verma is up against his former
party’s nominee Prateek
PandeyandNISHADParty can-
didate Avadhesh Kumar in
Katehari.
The constituency will go to

thepolls onMarch3.

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,FEBRUARY13

TELANGANA CHIEFMinister K
ChandrashekarRaoonSundayal-
leged that a proposal by the
NarendraModi government at
the Centre on clean energywas
aimed atmaking state govern-
mentspurchasesolarpowerpro-
duced by companies that con-
tributedelectionfundstotheBJP.
Rao,popularlyknownasKCR,

said: “ThePrimeMinister of this
country is lying. He is claiming
that electricitywill be provided
cheaply,butwhatisactuallyhap-
peningisheisaskingstatestopur-
chase solar power produced by
companieswhichgivefundstohis
party... How is this possible in a
democracy?StateslikeTelangana
have huge power projects on
rivers,especiallyonKrishnariver.
We produce over 2,500 MW
powerfromtheseprojects.Arewe
supposed to stop these projects
andpurchasesolarpowerjustbe-
causePMModiwantsit?”
The Electricity Act 2003 and

theCentre'sNationalActionPlan
onClimateChange(NAPCC)pro-
videaroadmapforincreasingthe
use of renewable energy.
Obligations have been imposed
onpowerdistributioncompanies
topurchase energy fromrenew-
ablesourcesbasedoneachstate’s
varyingrenewableenergypoten-
tial.Powerdistributioncompanies
arebound tomeet these renew-
ablepurchaseobligations(RPOs)
bypurchasing a certainpercent-
ageoftheirrequirementsfromre-
newable energy sources.
Corresponding regulations also
provideforpurchaseofrenewable
energy certificates in lieuof pur-
chasingrenewablepowerbyob-
ligatedentitiesfromtheNational
LoadDispatchCentre.
EnsuringcomplianceofRPO

targets,though,hasproventobe
a challenge, with over a dozen
states and Union Territories
achieving less than 60 per cent
of RPOs.
StatessuchasTelanganahave

beenparticularlyvocalaboutthe
“increasingburden” forcedupon
thembytheCentreonaccountof

thecleanenergycessimposedon
coal,andtheRPOs.
Thestategovernmenthases-

timatedthattheincreaseofclean
energycessfromRs50pertonne
toRs400pertonneofcoalhasin-
creasedbillsforpowerutilitiesby
more thanRs 7,000 crore in the
lastsevenyears.Addedtothat,the
compulsionofRPOisseenasim-
pactingtheplantloadfactorofthe
generating stations of the
Telangana State Power
Generation Corporation, along-
sidetheincreasedburdenofbuy-
ingrenewableenergyunderRPO
obligations.
Continuingwithhis criticism

of the BJP, KCR said hewas re-
thinking his decision to invite
Modi for the inaugurationof the
developedandexpandedYadadri
Temple,whichisoneof themost
important pilgrimage places in
Telangana.Healsoallegedthat33
businessmen, who defrauded
banks by taking loans and then
fleeing the country, had con-
tributed funds to theBJP.

(WITHINPUTSFROM
ENS,NEWDELHI)

PresidentRamNathKovindbeingwelcomedbyTelanganaChiefMinisterK Chandrashekar
Rao,onhisarrival inHyderabadonSunday..PTI

PM wants states to buy power
from firms that funded BJP: KCR

FIRfiledagainst
wifeofSPleader
LaljiVermain
’20murdercase

NEWGUIDELINES

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY13

UNDERAnewset of guidelines
developed by the National
Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC), colleges and
universities that have com-
pleted even one academic year
will be eligible to apply for pro-
visional accreditation.
Accordingtotheguidelines, the
move aims to “widen the hori-
zonof accreditation”.
Until now, only those higher

education institutions that areat
leastsixyearsold,or fromwhere
at least twobatches of students
have graduated, could apply for
NAACaccreditation.
Thesecriteria,andthefactthat

notmanyinstitutionsactuallyap-
ply for review,had led toa situa-
tionwhereveryfewofthe51,000
colleges, universities and stand-
alone institutions in the country
possessNAACgrading.
The NAAC, which is an au-

tonomous institution estab-
lished under the UGCAct, eval-
uates the institutions of higher
educationonarangeofparame-
ters, includingtheirgovernance
structure,teachingandlearning,
research, infrastructure, and fi-
nancial well-being among oth-
ers. Based on these parameters,

the NAAC gives institutions
grades ranging fromA++ to C. If
an institutions is given a D, it
means it isnotaccredited.
Accordingtoofficialdata,ason

October26,2021,theNAAChasis-
sued13,971accreditations,which
remainvalid for fiveyears. There
areonly12universitiesand64col-
legesthathavebeenreviewedby
theNAACfourtimes,withagapof

fiveyearsbetweeneachgrading.
Under the new guidelines,

provisionalaccreditationforcol-
leges(PAC) isessentiallygeared
toascertain the readinessof in-
stitutions for the finalNAACac-
creditation.
Institutionsthatapplyforthe

PACprocesswillgetfeedbackre-
garding the areas they need to
workontoreach“thethreshold
levelofquality”,accordingtothe
manual.
ThePACwillbevalid for two

years, and institutions cannot
get itmore than two times.
UGCchairpersonMJagadesh

Kumar is expected to address a
webinar on the guidelines on
February 23. The guidelines
werecommunicatedtocolleges
on January23.
The National Education

Policy (NEP) 2020 lays major
emphasisonaccreditation.Iten-
visages a “meta-accrediting
body” called the National
AccreditationCouncil.
According to the NEP,

“Through a suitable system of
gradedaccreditationandgraded
autonomy, and in a phased
manner over a period of 15
years, all Higher Education
InstitutesinIndiawillaimtobe-
comeindependentself-govern-
ing institutions pursuing inno-
vationandexcellence.”

UNDERTHEnewNAAC
guidelines, institutions
thatapply forprovisional
accreditation forcolleges
(PAC)will beexamined
basedonaqualitative
andquantitative frame-
work.Thequantitative
questions that theappli-
cantcollegeswillhave to
answer range fromstu-
dent-teacher ratio to
passpercentageof stu-
dents.Qualitatively, col-
legeswill be judgedon
howtheyassess learning
levelsof studentsandthe
useof technology in
teaching, amongothers.

WhatNAAC
examines
forPACE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

Institutes that complete one year can
seek provisional NAAC accreditation

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
FEBRUARY13

A26-YEAR-OLDmandiedwhile
twootherswereinjuredinabomb
blastthattookplaceatawedding
processioninKerala'sKannurdis-
trictonSunday,policesaid.
Kannur city police commis-

sioner R Elango said, “It was a
blast...Weareinvestigatinghowa
bombblast happened in amar-
riagecelebration.’’
The victimwas identified as

Jishnu,aresidentofofEachurvil-
lageinthedistrict,policesaid.
The blast took place at

Thottada, Kannur on Sunday af-
ternoonwhen awedding party
was returning to bridegroom's
homeafter the function.Thevic-
timwasafriendof the groom.
Policesaid,accordingtothelo-

cals,onSaturdaynight,therewas
a dispute at the bridegroom’s
houseover amusical event held
as part ofwedding celebrations.
Thevictim, Jishnuandafewoth-
ersclashedwithanothergroupof
people. However, later in the
night,thedisputewasresolved.
Policesaidtheyarelookingat

the CCTV footage and trying to
verify the statementof a feweye
witnesses that the bomb was
hurledbyJishnu'sgroupanditac-
cidentally hit himaftermissing
the target. “After thebombblast,
Jishnu’s friendswere inhurry to
escape fromthe scene. Twooth-
ers-Hemant andAravind-- suf-
fered injuries.Weare investigat-
ingwhetherJishnuandhisfriends
had come for themarriage pro-
cessiononSundaywithweapons
andexplosives to settle scores...,’’
saidpolicesources.Thepolicesaid
thatoncetheinjuredpersonsare
questioned,furtherdetails,includ-
ing identities of theothermem-
bersoftheattackinggroup,would
berevealed. WITHPTIINPUTS

Formerminister sayswife innocent, case
was lodgedtomalignhis imageduringpolls

LaljiVerma
iscontesting
polls from
Katehari seat

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA,FEBRUARY13

WITH NEARLY a year having
passed since elections to village
committees under the Tripura
TribalAreasAutonomousDistrict
Council (TTAADC)were sched-
uledtobeheld, theTIPRAMotha
party announced that it would
hold rallies across the state and
submitdeputationsaddressedto
theGovernor to all eight district
magistrates in Tripura, demand-
ingthattheelectionsbeheld.
The rallies will be held on

Thursday,TIPRAMothachairper-
sonBijoyKumarHrangkhawlsaid.
“Provisions of the Sixth

Schedulehavetobeimplemented
under the Constitution of India.
Whyare theynot implementing
it?...TheGovernor,theMLAs—all
havetoabidebytheConstitution.
Why are they so timidwhen it
comes toVC (village committee)
elections?Whyare they are not
strong enough to hold it in a
timelymanner?” Hrangkhawl
asked.Withelectionsnowbeing
held inmany “big states”, hede-
manded that elections to the
TTAADC village committees
shouldalsobeheld.
The election to 587 village

committeesweredelayeddueto
theCovid-19pandemic.

MAHARASHTRA

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY13

A 48-YEAR OLD woman from
Boisar inPalghardistrictdiedaf-
tershesufferedgrievousinternal
injuries in a fight that tookplace
betweentwofamiliesonFebruary
10,allegedlyoveraWhatsappsta-
tus put up by her college-going
daughter, police said. Threepeo-
ple, including twowomen, have
beenarrestedforculpablehomi-
cideandhavebeenremandedto
policecustody.
The incident took place on

Thursday in a chawl in Shivaji
NagarareaofBoisar.PreetiPrasad,
a 20-year-old college-going
woman,hadputupaWhatsApp
statusonhermobilephonewhich

didnotgodownwellwithher17-
year-old friendwho lives in the
sameneighbourhood,policesaid.
OnFebruary10, the teenager,

alongwithhermother,sisterand
brother,went to thePrasad resi-
dence in theevening to confront
the20-year-oldwoman.Thecon-
frontationescalated into abrawl
inwhichPreeti’smother, Lilavati
DeviPrasad, suffered internal in-
juriesonherribs.Shewasrushed
toanearbygovernmenthospital
whereshediedduringtreatment
on thenight of February 11. The
police said thedeceasedwoman
hadanothermedicalissuetoobut
itwas the injury sustained in the
fightthatledtoherdeath.
Based on the victim’s com-

plaint,theBoisarpoliceregistered
an FIR under section 304 of the

IndianPenalCode(IPC)forculpa-
ble homicide not amounting to
murderagainsttheminorgirl,her
mother,brotherandsister.“Wear-
restedthemother,brotherandsis-
ter over Saturday and Sunday.
They were produced before a
magistratecourtandpolicehave
got theircustodytill February15.
I cannot disclose theWhatsapp
status but therewasnoneed for
theminor to take it personally,”
said inspector Suresh Kadam,
headofBoisarpolicestation.
Even though he refused to

provide informationevenon the
nature of theWhatsApp status,
Kadamsaid therewas “nothing
specificinthestatusaboutthe17-
year-oldgirl or anyoneelse”. The
minorgirlhasbeensent toacor-
rectionhome.

Woman killed in fight between
2 families over WhatsApp status

Kerala: 1 killed,
2 injured after
bomb goes off at
wedding function

Bhopal:The home of a 25-year-
old Dalit bridegroomwas at-
tacked by members of Gujjar
communityinavillageinMadhya
Pradesh'sRajgarhdistrictafterhe
announced that hewill take out
hismarriageprocession riding a
horseandusetheservicesofaDJ.
TheattacktookplaceSaturday

nightinKachnariyavillage,hours
afterRajeshAhirwar gave anap-
plicationtotheSuperintendentto
Police, requesting for protection
againstmembers of the Gujjar
community in his villagewho
wereobjecting tohisplantoride
ahorseinhismarriageprocession.
NotonlywasAhirwar'shouse

peltedwithstones,atenterected
for theweddingwas torn apart
and foodprepared for theguests
was thrownawayby thosewho
attackedthehouse.Soonafterget-
tinginformation,Superintendent
ofPolicePradeepSharmareached
thevillage latenightandbooked
38peopleundereightsectionsof
IPC and three sections of SC-ST
Atrocities Act, 1989. Of these, 11
werearrestedwhile27othersare
stillat large,policesaid.
“Itwasaround10.30pmthat

the housewas attacked andwe
immediatelyreachedthespotand
spoke to the family...Wehaveas-
suredallhelptothefamily,”theSP
toldreporters. ENS

Dalit bridegroom
in MP plans to
ride horse, his
home attacked

TIPRA Motha to
hold rallies over
delay in tribal
council polls

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY13

A DAY after the CBI said it has
booked a Gujarat-based ship-
building company and its direc-
torsforfraudulentloandefaultto
the tune of Rs 22,842 crore, the
CongressonSundayhitoutatthe
government, alleging that itwas
running a “loot and escape”
schemeforbankfraudsters.
While Samajwadi Party chief

AkhileshYadavalso targeted the
government at a poll rally on
Sunday, the rulingBJPhitbackat
the charges, saying these loans
were sanctionedwhen theUPA
was inpowerwhereas theModi
government has gone after the
promotersbehindsuchfrauds.
Claimingthatliquidationpro-

ceedingsofABGShipyardhadbe-
gun in 2017, the Congress asked
why it took five years for theCBI
tolodgetheFIR.
TheCBIonSaturdaysaidithas

bookedABGShipyardLtd(ABGSL)
and its former chairman and
managingdirector,RishiKamlesh
Agarwal, alongwith thenexecu-
tivedirector SanthanamMutha-
swamy,directorsAshwiniKumar,
Sushil KumarAgarwal andRavi
VimalNevetia.Anotherfirm,ABG
International Pvt Ltd, has also
beenbookedforcriminalconspir-
acy, cheating, criminal breachof
trustandabuseofofficialposition.
Addressingapressconference

in Chandigarh, Congress
spokespersonRandeepSurjewala
said theprocess of liquidationof
ABGShipyardwasinitiatedinthe
NCLT,AhmedabadinAugust2017.
InJune2019,hesaid,theloanand
bank accounts of ABG Shipyard
weredeclaredas“fraud”andfive
months later, in November, the
State Bank of India filed a com-

plaintwiththeCBIforregistration
ofFIRagainstABGShipyard’sRishi
Agarwalandothers. “Despitethe
apparent fraudand swindlingof
publicmoney,theCBI,SBIandthe
Modi government proceeded to
complicate the entirematter in
bureaucraticwrangling and file
pushing,”healleged.
SurjewalaclaimedthattheSBI

filedasecondcomplaintwiththe
CBI inAugust2020. “The intrigu-
ing part is that in the complaint
datedAugust25,2020,theSBIhas
exonerated all the bankers,” he
said.“Whydidittakefiveyearsaf-
tertheliquidationproceedingsof
ABGShipyardtolodgeevenanFIR
forduping28banksofRs22,842
crore?...,” he said. “Does this not
prove complicity, collusion and
connivanceof thosesittinginthe
highest echelonsof power in the
Modigovernment.”
BJP spokesperson andRajya

Sabhamember SyedZafar Islam
saidfortheCongresstoattackthe
governmentoverthecaseislikea
thief blamingcops for the crime.
Hesaidalltheseloansweregiven
priorto2014.Dueprocesswasfol-
lowed and the BJP government
identifiedthefraud,hesaid.“The
Congress is brazening it out. It is
its government which ran the
‘phone banking’ scamwith its
seniorfunctionariesforcingbanks
to sanction loans after accepting
commissionsfrompromoters.”
Referring to the scam at a

rally at Sikandararau in UP, SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav said,
“Whenever thesemajor scams
takeplace,peoplefromapartic-
ular place are involved. In the
scams, which had taken place
earlier,anumberofpeoplewere
fromthatplace.”
The ABGSL operates from

shipyards at Dahej and Surat in
Gujarat. WITHPTIINPUTS

RS22,842CRLOANDEFAULTCASE

BJPhitsback:Loans toGujarat-based
ship-building firmgivenduringUPArule

Cong targets govt:
What took CBI
5 years to lodge FIR

Jaipur:A32-year-oldwomanand
her two children were found
hangingfromtheceilingofaroom
in their house in Rajasthan's
Banswaradistrict, police saidon
Sunday.Accordingtothewoman's
husband,hewasnotpresentatthe
houseduringthetimeoftheinci-
dent,policesaid.Basedonthere-
portsof woman'srelatives,acase
ofmurder has been registered
againstherhusbandandfather-in-
law,andhusbandhasbeentaken
intocustody,saidAmbarpuraSHO
GajvirSinghsaid. PTI

Rajasthan: Woman,
kids found hanging,
husband in custody
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FRIENDLY PITCH
China’squestfordominance,commercialinterestsand

deepeningdiasporiclinksarebringingIndiaandAustraliacloser

THEGIFTOFa cricketbat, signedby former Indian captainViratKohli, fromthe
ExternalAffairsMinisterSubrahmanyamJaishankartohisAustraliancounterpart
MarisePaynelastweekmightsuggesttiesbetweenDelhiandCanberraarestuck
withtheclichesof “cricket, curryandCommonwealth”.But thestoryof India’s

Australia ties today is anythingbut. If Delhi andCanberra found it hard toget along in the
past,theyhavebecomehighlyvaluedpartnersforeachother,thankstounprecedentedpo-
liticalcommitmentinbothcapitalstorapidlytransformbilateralrelations.IfColdWargeopol-
iticsdividedIndiaandAustralia,thenewstrategicdynamicinAsia—drivenbyChina’squest
forregionaldominance—ispushingthetwonationstowardeachother.Equallyimportant
isthenewconvergenceofcommercial interestsanddeepeningdiasporiclinks.
That the US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and the Japanese foreignminister

YoshimasaHayashi joined Jaishankar and Payne at theMelbourne cricket ground at the
end of their talks in theQuadrilateral formatmay not havemuch political significance.
BlinkenandHayashi,withnointerest incricket,weremerelyindulgingtheircricket-crazy
partnersintheIndo-Pacific.Fifteenyearsago,DelhiandCanberraweredeeplyscepticalof
theQuadframeworkproposedbyTokyoandbackedbyWashington.Indiaand Australiaare
nowactive champions of the forum.Delhi andCanberra,whichwere too deferential to
Beijing inthepast, arenowreadytostanduptoChinesepressures. Itwasnot too longago
thatChinadismissedtheQuadrilateral forumas“sea foam”that isherenowbutgonethe
nextmoment. But as theQuad consolidated itself, Beijing’s tonehas becomeharsher. As
theQuadforeignministersgathered inMelbourne,a spokespersonof theministryof for-
eignaffairsinBeijingattackedthegroup“asatooltocontainChina”andcalledonitsmem-
berstoshedtheir“ColdWarmentality”.
Thereismore,however, totheIndia-AustraliarelationshipthantheQuadandtheIndo-

Pacific geopolitics. Jaishankar andPayne reviewed the growingbilateral cooperation in a
rangeofareasfromtourismandcriticalmineralstodefenceandsecuritycooperation.Thetwo
ministersalsolaunchedthefirstIndia-Australiacyberframeworkdialogue.Australiaisrais-
ingitsprofileinthesubcontinentaspartofitsefforttocoordinateregionalpolicieswithIndia.
Delhi, inturn, is leveragingitsCanberraconnection,tostrengthenitsoutreachtothestrate-
gicSouthPacificIslands.JaishankarandPaynealsowelcomedtherapidprogressinthetrade
talksbetweenthetwosides.InNewDelhi,afterhistalkswiththevisitingAustraliantradeand
tourismministerDanTehan,commerceministerPiyushGoyalannouncedthatthetwosides
arepushinghardtoconcludeanearlyharvesttradedealwithinthenextmonth.Duringhis
visit,JaishankarspenttimewithrepresentativesoftheIndiandiasporathathasrapidlygrown
toabout700,000and ismakingmajorcontributions toAustraliansociety.During theCold
War,cricket, curryandCommonwealthwerejustnotenoughtoovercomethegeopolitical
distancebetweenDelhi andCanberra; today, theywill not onlybecomemore salient, but
alsoreinforcethedeepeningstrategicpartnershipbetweenIndiaandAustralia.

HAMARA BAJAJ
RahulBajajwillberememberedasan industrialistwhospoke
hismindandadoptedbestpracticesof global industry

FORMANY,RAHULBajaj’snamewassynonymouswiththeso-calledBombayClub
industrialists,whosoughta“level-playingfield”againstmultinationalcompanies
after the1991 reforms that slashed import tariffs and liberalised foreign invest-
ments.BajajChetakandBajajSuperscootershadafreerunonIndianroadsthrough

the1970sand1980s,withmulti-yearwaitingperiodsandthenearestlonecompetitorrival
onlyinname.ButRahulBajaj,whopassedawayonSaturdayaged83,wasn’ttheusualpro-
tectionistindustrialistthrivinginaseller’smarket.Hisvehicleswererobust,methighproduc-
tionquality standards andappealed to consumers. For them, theChetakwas theultimate
“hamara”scooteronwhichtheentire familycouldride.Bajajwantedtoproducemore,but
thegovernmentsof thosetimesdeniedcapacityexpansionsonthemostperversesocialist
grounds—thathiscompanywasamonopoly.Bajajalsototally indigenisedtheproduction
ofthecompany’sscootersafteraninitialtechnicalcollaborationwithItaly’sPiaggio,besides
makingittheworld’sfourth-largesttwo-wheelermanufacturerbytheearly1990s.
Whilehis scooters symbolisedordinarymiddle-class aspirationsof theAmol Palekar-

FarooqShaikhyears,Bajajshouldbeequallycreditedforkeepinghiseyesontheroadahead.
BajajAutotiedupwithKawasakitomanufacturemotorcyclesinthemid-1980s,alongwith
Hero-HondaandTVS-Suzuki.Italsolauncheda50ccsingle-gearBajajSunnyin1990,aimed
at16-18yearoldswhocouldn’thandleheavierscootersorbikes.Itpainedhim,though,when
hissonRajivdecidedtoexitthescootersectionin2009.Inhindsight,theseniorBajajmaynot
havebeenentirelywrong. The erstwhile kingof scooters couldn’t partake in the gearless
scooter revolution ledbythe likesofHondaActivaandTVS Jupiter.These targeted individ-
ualbuyers,particularlywomen,cravingformobility,unliketheearlier“family”scooter.Rajiv
did,however,turnBajajAutointoIndia’ssecond-biggestandtheworld’sthird-largestmotor-
cyclemanufacturer.TheothersonSanjivhasmadeBajajFinservintoaleadingfinancialserv-
icesconcernwithamarketcapitalisationevenexceedingBajajAuto’s.
RahulBajaj,attheendoftheday,willberememberedassomeonewhospokehismind—

notonlytohisson,butalsoasaBombayClubmembertothenfinanceministerManmohan
SinghandtothepresenthomeministerAmitShah.Whenhetoldthelatteroftheneedtocre-
ateanenvironmentwherebusinessmencould“openlycriticise”thegovernmentandstillbe
appreciated,hewasvoicingaconcernthat fewofhis ilkdaredexpress. Itwasaconcernofa
manwhotrulybelievedin“MakeinIndia”,recognisedtheimportanceofadoptingglobalin-
dustrybestpractices,andstucktohisknittingwithoutdiversifyingintounrelatedbusinesses.

Arun Prakash andAshokHukku

AnuAga

Delhi’snaiveoptimism,evidentsince1962,
mustgivewaytopragmatism

HE SPOKE HIS MIND
Rahul Bajaj’s openness, generosity,warmthand zest for lifewill bemissed

WELLBEFORE IT recklessly triggeredWorld
War II, Germany had provided enough evi-
dence of its hegemonic intent and disdain
forinternationalconventions. InSeptember
1938, British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlainannouncedonreturnfromthe
Munich conferencewithHitler: “I believe it
is peace for our time.” His gullibility was
shownupayear laterwhenHitler, ordering
theinvasionofPoland,remarked:“Ourene-
miesarelittleworms.IsawthematMunich.”
India’s “Munichmoment” came in1962

withtheegregiousmisreadingofChina’sin-
tent by a naive political leadership, leading
to ahumiliatingmilitarydefeat in the Sino-
Indianwar.OnOctober20,1962, India’s7th
Infantry Brigade was overrun by the 11th
Division of the People’s Liberation Army at
NamkaChu. The Indian soldiers fought gal-
lantly,oftentothe lastmanandthe lastbul-
let, but in vain. Similar actions took place
elsewhere in NEFA (now Arunachal) and
Ladakh. The rout lasted all the way up to
November 20when the Chinese declared a
unilateralceasefireandwithdrew20kmbe-
hind theLineofActualControl (LAC).
TheLAChadbeendescribedbyPMZhou

Enlaiin1959asconformingto“theso-called
McMahonLineintheeast,andthelineupto
which each side exercises actual control in
thewest.” Indiadidnotagreewiththisdefi-
nition but its failure to diplomatically con-
testandmilitarilydefendthislinegaveChina
physicalcontrolof38,000sqkmoftheAksai
Chin plateau in 1962. Subsequently, China
has claimed 84,000 sq km of Arunachal
Pradeshaspartof “SouthernTibet”.
There is probably no precedent where

twobelligerentsafterfightinga“borderwar”
have left their disputed boundary undeter-
mined and unmarked for 60 long years.
Indianpoliticiansanddiplomatsusedtode-
rive satisfaction fromhaving de-linked the
borderissuefromtherestof theSino-Indian
relationshipandrejoicedasbilateraltrade—
though adversely balanced— zoomed past
the$100-billionmark.Buttoalayman,itap-
peared thatbyneglecting topursueanego-
tiateddemarcationof theLAC,andbygloss-
ing over repeated territorial incursions as
“differencesofperception,”oursecurityelite
hadplayed intoChina’shands.

The government’s stand that “no Indian
territoryhasbeenoccupiedbyChina”, seen
inthelightof theMay2020sanguinaryclash
in Galwan, and the 22-month Sino-Indian
militarystand-off,hasconfusedthecitizens
and raisedmany concerns. In Ladakh, if the
Chinesehaveindeednotencroachedonour
territory, thenwhyareour troopsunable to
access previously established “patrolling
points” andwhat exactly are the “friction
points” that find frequentmention in com-
muniqués? In Arunachal, are the freshly-
built Chinese enclaves and the towns re-
namedby themlocated in Indian territory?
Finally, what has been the outcome of 22
meetingsofthe“specialrepresentatives”and
why have military commanders failed to
achieve “disengagement”, leave alone “de-
escalation” in14meetings?
These conundrums indicate that from

JawaharlalNehru’sdesperateoptimism,en-
capsulated in the “Hindi-Chini bhai-bhai”
nostrum, to PMModi’s sustained engage-
mentwith Xi Jinping, Beijing has deviously
managedtocamouflagethetruemotivation
behinditsactionsaswellasitslong-termin-
tentions vis-à-vis India. New Delhi, on its
part,hasfailedtoevolveastrategytocounter
China’sdesignsoreven issueaWhitePaper
toexplainthedimensionsofthischallengeto
Parliamentandthepublic.
China, having amply demonstrated its

penchant for “salami-slicing” territory, as
wellasitsdisdainforinternationallaw,leaves
Indiawithlittleroomforcomplacencyorfor
vainly hoping that so-called “legacy issues”
willresolvethemselveswithtime.Itis,there-
fore, vital to deconstruct China’s elaborate
charade and to halt the covert but steady
haemorrhagingof Indian territory.
Whilejingoismhasitsplaceinpolitics,we

mustbe realistic enough tounderstand that
neitherconquestnorre-conquestofterritory
ispossibleinanuclearisedSouthAsia.India’s
Parliamentandgovernmentshouldnowac-
cord utmost priority to establishing settled,
viableandpeacefulinternationalboundaries
allaround.Onlythenwill Indiabeabletofo-
cus onnation-building and socio-economic
developmentwithout interruption. A few
pragmatic options offer themselves for re-
solvingtheSino-Indian imbroglio.

First, India couldexhumeand revive the
offer reportedlymade by PMZhou in 1960.
SeekingstrategicdepthforHighway219that
links Xinjiangwith Tibet across Aksai Chin,
Zhouhadsuggestednegotiatinga“quidpro
quo” wherein China would recognise the
McMahon Line in exchange for Indiamak-
ing certain adjustments in the west. This
wouldcallforconsiderablepoliticalboldness
anddiplomaticadroitness.
A second option would be for India to

bringsustainedpressuretobearonChinaon
the diplomatic, trade and psychological
fronts and await results. At the same time,
Indian forcesmust remain poised for swift
direct action; seizing unoccupied territory
andholdingontoitasabargainingchip.The
surprise capture of tactical heights on the
KailashRangebyourSpecialForcesbrought
severepsychologicalpressureonBeijingand
must serveas a template.While skirmishes
andphysicalconfrontationsmaytakeplace,
it is consideredmost unlikely— for several
reasons—thatChinawouldtakeonIndia in
amajororevena limitedconflict.
A third option lies in themaritime do-

main where opportunities exist, both for
power-balancingviapartnerships,aswellas
directnavalaction.China’seconomyandin-
dustry are overwhelmingly dependent on
uninterrupted seaborne trade and energy.
Thus,China’s IndianOceansealanesconsti-
tutea“jugularvein”thatIndiacouldthreaten
via trade warfare. In this context, the
Andaman&Nicobar Islands, suitably forti-
fiedandmilitarised,couldbecomemaritime
bastions,dominatingtheMalaccaStraits.Far
more strategic advantage could accrue if
Indiawere to shed its political coyness and
offer Port Blair as a logistic “watering hole”
to selected friendlynavies.
The last optionwould, obviously, be to

maintain the status quo —with 50,000-
60,000 troops deployed at high altitudes—
andengageinsustainedmilitary/diplomatic
parleys hoping for useful outcomes—with
an unpredictable Chinese threat hanging
overourheads likeaswordofDamocles.

Prakash isa former Indiannaval chief
andHukkuwasamajorgeneral in

the Indianarmy

RAHULBAJAJ PASSED away on February 12,
2022, after being unwell for some time. He
wasknowntheworldover and, of course, in
India forbeingavery successful, ethical, and
philanthropicbusinessman.
Bajaj came from an illustrious business

family that took part in our freedom strug-
gle.HepursuedhisMBAfromtheprestigious
HarvardUniversity,marriedalovelywoman,
Rupa,andhadthreewonderfulchildren.He
was the onlymember of the Confederation
of IndianIndustry(CII)whoservedasanex-
tremelyeffectivepresidentfortwoterms;he
will be remembered for being vocal and
makingeachmeetinginterestingandfun.He
was also a regular visitor to Davos and en-
joyed participating in the forum. He was
electedtotheRajyaSabha,andalwayswent
to theCentralHall tovisit his friendswhen-
everhewas inDelhi.
I amnotgoingtoelaborateonhisvarious

achievements,butIwilltellyouhowIsawhim
asafriend.Iknewhimforover22years,andI
willmisshisopennessandfrankness,hisgen-
erosity, kindness,warmth and care, his zest
for lifeandhis loud,argumentativenature.
LivinginPune,IhadheardaboutRahuland

hadmethimonafewsocialoccasions,butdid
not knowhimpersonally. Itwaswhen I be-
came active in CII that I came to knowhim
well. In 2002, when the Gujarat riots took
placeandIopenlycondemnedtheatrocities,
Rahul tookmeasideatapartyandsaidthat I

haddonemybitand,forthesakeofmycom-
panyandfamily,Ishouldnotsayanymoreand
that hewouldwrite and speak about this
cause.Andhedidkeephispromise.Thiswas
one of themany occasionswhen I experi-
encedhiswarmthandcare.
Anyonewho knewRahul would know

about his candour, howhewas not afraid to
speakhismind.Tactwasnothisstrongpoint,
but in the corporateworld,where very few
have the courage togoagainst theestablish-
ment,his franknesswasabreathof freshair.
Rahul invitedme to be amember of the

council of advisors of Jamnalal Bajaj
Foundation that gives annual awards toout-
standingindividualswhofollowGandhianval-
ues. Itwas then that I realised the enormous
philanthropicwork done by this illustrious
family.He took avery active interest inmat-
ters of the foundation and attended every
meeting to select the awardees. Hewould
meticulouslyplanthemainawardfunctionin
Mumbaieachyear.BeingRahulBajaj,hecould
askanydignitarytobethechiefguest,whether
itbeaseniorpoliticianorareligiousguru.Iam
notawareofanyonerefusinghisinvitation.
Ihaveinthepastaskedforhissupportfor

theNGOs I am involvedwith, andhehas al-
waysbeenverygenerous.Hefounditdifficult
toshowhissoftside,butbehindhis loudtalk
and demeanour, therewas a caring, warm
heart. Hewas the founding trustee of the
AnantaAspenCentre and, alongwith Tarun

Das,helpedittoflourishasagreatinstitution
thatencouragesleadership.AtAnantaAspen,
again,Iwastouchedbyhisgenerosityinsup-
porting theYoung Leader’s Programmeand
theKamalnayanBajajFellowship.
Rahul was a fun-loving person with a

great sense of humour. Hewould express
opinionswithoutmincingwords, but gave
thesamefreedomtohisfriendstodifferfrom
him, and sometimes he conceded defeat. If
Rahulwasinameeting,youcouldbeassured
itwouldnotbeboring.
I recall an incident that is typical of my

friend. Ihad invitedhimforasmall sit-down
lunch atmyhouse. Hewas the first guest to
arrive (hewas never late for any event), and
heaskedmewhoallhadbeeninvited.When
Imentionedaparticularname,hesaid,“Don’t
youknowwearenolongerfriends?”Itoldhim
thatIwasnotawareofthisandnowthatIhad
invitedbothof them,heshouldbehavehim-
selfandnotmakeanyrudecomments.Rahul
wascivilasrequested,buttotallyignoredhim.
Rahul’sbirthdayfallsonJune10andIhave

fondmemories of his birthday celebrations
and the annualwinter party at his house at
Akurdi. Likeme,heenjoyeddancingandwe
hadalotof fun.
I miss my friend. I will cherish these

memories and pray that he is happywher-
everhemaybe.

Thewriter is formerchairpersonofThermax

The government’s stand that
‘no Indian territory has been
occupied by China’, seen in
the light of the May 2020
sanguinary clash in Galwan,
and the 22-month Sino-
Indian military stand-off,
has confused the citizen and
raised many concerns. In
Ladakh, if the Chinese have
indeed not encroached on
our territory, then why are
our troops unable to access
previously established
‘patrolling points’ and what
exactly are the ‘friction
points’ that find frequent
mention in communiques?
In Arunachal, are the
freshly-built Chinese
enclaves and the towns re-
named by them located in
Indian territory? Finally,
what has been the outcome
of 22 meetings of the ‘special
representatives’ and why
have military commanders
failed to achieve
‘disengagement’, leave alone
‘de-escalation’ in 14
meetings?

He was a fun-loving person
with a great sense of
humour. He would express
opinions without mincing
words, but gave the
same freedom to his
friends to differ from
him, and sometimes he
conceded defeat.
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RAMNATH GOENKA
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Here is my first principle of foreign policy:

Good government at home.
— WILLIAM E. GLADSTONETHEEDITORIALPAGE

NO MID-TERM POLLS
MRSGANDHIHASruledout thepossibility
ofmid-termelections inanystate.Elections
will, however, beheld in stateswhere they
are due, she told reporters in Bhopal. The
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh was not
being asked to step down nor were there
plans for any leadership change in other
states, she said. Radical improvementwas
called for in the judiciary and administra-
tion and the systemof education to realise
the goal of a socialist and egalitarian soci-
ety. Whatever the form of government,
therewasa scope forbetter, she saidwhen
askedwhethertherewereefforts toshift to
thepresidential system.

COURT FEE ABOLITION
UNION LAW MINISTER Jagan Nath
Kaushal has hinted at the possibility
of court feesbeingabolished. Inaugurating
a conference of the Uttar Pradesh
Congress (I) Committee’s legal cell, said
that a recommendation made to this
effect by a panel constituted by his
predecessor P Shiv Shankar had been
sent to state governments for their
approval. The minister said that it was
his conviction that the “state had no
right to tell a person who comes seeking
justice to give money first”. A conference
of lawministerswill be called for the pur-
pose, he said.

FOREIGNERS’ ISSUE
LEADERSOFTHEAllAssamStudentsUnion
accusedtheHomeMinisterof“conveniently
concealing”fromtheparliamentaryconsul-
tative committee the policy decisionmade
bythegovernmentontheissueof illegalmi-
grants. Reacting sharply to the Home
Minister’s statement that the government
wouldhonour thenational commitment to
refugees,theAASUgeneralsecretaryBhrigu
Kumar Phukan that the External Affairs
Minister had on April 4, 1966 categorically
statedintheLokSabhathatnopersoncom-
ing from East Pakistan after April 17, 1966
without valid travel documents would be
givencitizenship.

FEBRUARY 14, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO
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Dealing with China
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“A united diplomatic front is the best weapon to persuade Vladimir Putin
against invading Ukraine.” —THEOBSERVERTHE IDEASPAGE
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The Economic Survey 2021-
22 points out that the
country is over-exploiting its
ground water resource (see
map), particularly in the
northwest and some parts of
south India. This is
primarily due to paddy
cultivation on 44 million
hectares. This has helped
India achieve food security,
but it’s time now to save
groundwater and the
environment. This calls for
revisiting policies to
subsidise power and
fertilisers, MSP and
procurement and reorient
them towards minimising
GHG emissions.

DURINGTHEPANDEMIC,themassincarcer-
ationofundertrialsledtoahumanitariancri-
sis in overcrowdedprisons. Prison officials
struggledtopreventmasscontagionamong
inmates and staff, even as thousands fell ill
andmanydied.Prisonsinstitutedtheirown
lockdownrulesbyquarantining“fresh”ad-
missions, creating quarantine zones, sus-
pending jailmanuals andprohibiting visi-
tors. There is no lockdownon the entry of
moreundertrialprisonerswhiletheirrateof
exitfromprisonshasdecreasedsincetheon-
setof thepandemic.
Today, the devastating impact of the

highlycontagiousOmicronvariantinprisons
is normalisedby invoking lockdowncurbs.
Prisonshavenotcompletedvaccinationpro-
grammesandconditionshaveworsenedas
occupancyratesincrease.Courtvisitsaresus-
pended.Lawyerscannotvisit theirclients in
person. Prison visits have stopped, even if
families andvisitors are vaccinatedand fol-
lowCovid-appropriatebehaviour.
Experts tell us that themain reason for

“overcrowding” inourprisons is due to the
massincarcerationofpre-trialprisoners.The
penalpolicyof thestatehasnotfocussedon
de-criminalisation.Instead,ithasresultedin
ashocking31.8percentincreaseintheincar-
cerationofthenumberofundertrialprison-
ersandincreaseinimprisonmentofdetenues
by 40.1 per cent from2015 to 2020 (as of
December31,2020).Jailistheruleratherthan
the exception. Theprison statistics of 2020
showthatmorethan70percentofsuchun-
dertrial prisoners are frommarginalised
classes,castes,religionsandgenders.
In2020,asthenationallockdownwasan-

nounced,theSupremeCourtof Indiaissued
directions to setuphigh-poweredcommit-
tees (HPCs) in each state todecongest pris-
ons. InContagionofCovid-19VirusinPrisons,
theSupremeCourtofIndiaheldthat“there-
quirementofde-congestionisamattercon-
cerning health and right to life of both the
prison inmates and the police personnel
working”.However,mostHPCsdidnotadopt
classification based on the right to life or
healthnorwerethesegender-sensitive.
MostHPCstreateddecongestionasanad-

ministrativeissue. Onemightevenarguethat
theHPCclassificationadverselyimpactedbail
outcomesandreduced thecategoriesof re-
leaseadoptedbythebarelyfunctionalunder-
trial review committees. The 2020 Prison
Statisticsreportsupportsthisanalysisintwo
ways. First, it reveals that as compared to
2019,“thereleaseofconvictshasdeclinedby
41.2 per cent and the release of undertrials
has declined by 19.6 per cent” in 2020.
Second,ascomparedto2019,thenumberof
undertrial prisoners increased by 11.7 per
centandthenumberof detenues increased
by11.4percentin2020.
Thepandemic saw the creationof new

docketswhichweremainlyrelatedtoviola-
tionsof“lockdownlaw”undersection188of
theIPC(disobediencetoorderdulypromul-

gatedbypublicservant). In2019,therewere
29,469casesregisteredunderthissection.In
2020, this increased toastaggering6,12,179
cases.Other lawswere alsoused, including
local laws, leading to 16,43,690more cases
beingregisteredin2020ascomparedto2019.
Noamnestyhas beenannounced for these
offencesnorhasthemisuseofthe“epidemic
laws”seenjudicialreview.
Asprisonsinstitutedalockdownonpub-

licaccountability,theratesofcustodialdeaths
have increasedby7.0 per cent in 2020. So-
calledunnatural deaths,which include sui-
cides, accidents, andmurders inprisons, in-
creased by 18.1 per cent. There is no
informationonwhy56inmatesdiedin2020.
Thesefiguresprovethatthelockdownrules
inprisonsincreasecustodialviolenceanddis-
ease.Theselockdownrulesunfortunatelyare
nownormalisedbythefictionthattheHPCs
will decongest andoversee thepandemic-
inducedcrisis. Public interestappeals to the
committeestoadoptapublichealthandgen-
der-sensitive classification todecongest the
most overcrowdedprisons in the country
wererejected.
Take theexampleof theapproach to in-

carceratingpregnantwomen inprisons. In
May2021,theDelhiHPCdirectedthatpreg-
nant undertrials ormotherswith children
will be released on interim bail for three
months.While releasingpregnantwomen
for threemonths, theHPCdidnot factor in
which trimester eachwomanwas in. If a
womanwas in labour or delivered a baby
threemonthslater,shewasexpectedtosur-
renderorgotocourt.
Pregnant undertrialswho fell into the

HPC’s exclusion clause, such as foreignna-
tional prisoners, were not released. Even
thoughmost foreignnational prisoners are
fromtheglobalsouth,theexclusionclauseis
not seenas a racist classification. Thedisas-
terlawwasnotappliedtoprohibitsuchracial
discriminationbetweendifferent classes of
pregnantwomen.Nordidthecourtsruleun-
equivocally that custodial childbirthand in-
carcerated pregnancy is a specific formof
cruel and inhumanpunishment that is in-
flictedonwomen inprisons.Orhonour the
UN’s BangkokRuleswhich state that “non-
custodialmeansshouldbepreferredforpreg-
nantwomenduringthepre-trialphase”.
Surely it is high time that governments

andcourtsadoptapublichealthandgender-
sensitive approach to thequestionofmass
incarcerationofundertrialprisoners.Thepar-
ticipationofprisonwatchdogsinbringingac-
countability to these dark custodial spaces
must be restored. Thedecline in the rate of
releaseofundertrialsfromprisonandthein-
creaseincustodialdeathsmustbenamedas
ahumanitarian crisis. And thebureaucratic
approachof theHPCsshouldbereviewed.
Courtsmustprivilegeprisoners’ experi-

encesof“lockdown”prisonsratherthanpay
lip service todead letter reform. It is time to
end the law’s attachment to inflicting cruel,
inhumananddegradingpunishmentonpre-
trialprisoners.Themassincarcerationofpre-
trialprisonersmustbeabolished.Surelyinsti-
tutionalised indifference to the cruel and
inhumanconditionsofcustodymustbeab-
horrenttoanysociety.

ThewriterisasociologistbasedinDelhi.
ShehasauthoredPublicSecretsofLaw:

RapeTrialsinIndia

INTHEBACKDROPof the2070carbonneu-
trality target set by India at the CoP26 in
Glasgow,theUnionBudget for2022-23has
listed “climate action” and “energy transi-
tion” as one of the four priorities for the
Amrit Kaal. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharamanmadea fewannouncements in
thiscontext, includinganadditionalalloca-
tionofRs19,500croreforsolarPVmodules.
Shealsotalkedofco-firingof5-7percentof
biomass pellets in thermal power plants,
“sovereign green bonds” and a “battery-
swapping policy”. These are positive steps
towardsmaking the energy and transport
sectors lesspolluting.
Herannouncementsonagriculture,how-

ever, were rather limited. Agriculture con-
tributes73percentofthecountry’smethane
emissions. Indiahaskept away fromthe re-
cent EU-US pledge to slashmethane emis-
sions by 30 per cent by 2030, despite the
countrybeingtheworld’sthirdlargestemit-
terofmethane.TheFMdidtalkofchemical-
freenaturalfarmingina5-kmwidecorridor
along the river Ganga, support for millets,
and increased domestic production of
oilseeds and kisan drones. These are wel-
come steps. But they do not assure us that
theenvironmentaldamagealreadywrought
by the sector canbeundone. Thedamage is
largelyaresultof thevariouskindsof subsi-
dies — on urea, canal irrigation and power
forirrigation—aswellastheminimumsup-
portprices (MSP)andprocurementpolicies
concentratedona fewstates and largely on
twocrops, rice, andwheat.
We also know that as of January 1, the

stocksofwheatandriceinthecountry’scen-
tral pool were four times higher than the
buffer stocking requirement. In fact, rice
stocks with the Food Corporation of India
(FCI) are seven times the buffer norms for
rice.Thisisdespitetherecorddistributionof
rice in the PDS and record exports of rice
(17.7MMT)in2020-21.Thefinancialvalueof
these excessive grain stocks is Rs 2.14 lakh
crore, ofwhichRs1.66 lakhcrore isbecause
of excess rice stocks— as per the economic
cost of rice and wheat given by the FCI.
Interestingly,theEconomicSurvey2021-22
gives an economic cost of rice and wheat
higher thanthat reportedbyFCI. If oneuses
thesurvey’sfigures,thevalueofexcessstocks
jumps to Rs 2.56 lakh crore, with rice ac-
counting forapproximatelyRs2 lakhcrore.
All this does not just reflect inefficient

use of scarce capital, the amount of green-
house gases (GHG) embedded in these
stocks is also large.Asper thenationalGHG
inventory, the agriculture sector emits 408
MMTof carbon-dioxideequivalentandrice
cultivation is the third highest source (17.5
per cent) of GHG emissions in Indian agri-
culture after enteric fermentation (54.6 per
cent) and fertiliser use (19 per cent). Paddy
fields are anthropogenic sources of atmos-
pheric nitrous oxide andmethane, which
havebeenreckonedas273and80-83times
morepowerful thancarbondioxide indriv-
ing temperature increase in20years’ (Sixth
AssessmentReportIPCC2021).Theamount
of methane emitted from paddy fields of
India is 3.396 teragram per year or 71.32

MMTcarbondioxideequivalent.Twoimpor-
tantpointsneedtobenotedhere:First, India
does not report nitrous oxide emissions in
itsnationalGHGinventories.There is scien-
tific evidence that intermittent flooding re-
duceswaterandmethaneemissionsbut in-
creases nitrous oxide emissions. Thus,
loweringofmethaneemissionsthroughcon-
trolled irrigationdoesnotnecessarilymean
netlowemissions.Second,emissionsdueto
burningriceresidues,applicationof fertilis-
ers, production of fertilisers for rice, energy
operations likeharvesting,pumps,process-
ing, transportation are not accounted for in
theGHGemissions in riceproduction.
A study by Vetter et al. (2017) used the

Cool FarmTool (CFT)model to estimate an-
nualGHGemissions by crops fromproduc-
tion to the farm gate. It reported emissions
of5.65kgcarbondioxideequivalentofGHG
perkgofrice.Moreover,paddyfieldsrequire
about4,000cubicmetresofwaterpertonne
of rice for irrigation. Even if half of that per-
colates back to groundwater, excess stocks
of46MMTofriceembedabout92billioncu-
bicmeters of water aswell as 260MMT of
carbondioxideequivalent.According to the
IMF,theworldneedsacarbontaxof$75per
tonneby2030toreduceemissionstoalevel
consistentwitha2degreeCelsiuswarming
target. India does not have an explicit car-
bon-price yet, butmany countries have be-
gun to implement carbon pricing. Sweden
leadsthepackwithacarbonpriceashighas

$137pertonneofcarbondioxideequivalent
while EU is at $50/tonne of carbon dioxide
equivalent. It is high time for India to an-
nounceindicativecarbonpricingandcreate
avibrantcarbonmarkettoincentivisegreen
growth inAmritKaal.
TheEconomicSurvey2021-22pointsout

thatthecountryisover-exploitingitsground
waterresource(seemap),particularlyinthe
northwest and some parts of south India.
Thisisprimarilyduetopaddycultivationon
44million hectares. This has helped India
achieve food security, but it’s time now to
savegroundwaterandtheenvironment.This
callsforrevisitingpoliciestosubsidisepower
andfertilisers,MSPandprocurementandre-
orientthemtowardsminimisingGHGemis-
sions. Farmer groups and the private sector
canbemobilisedtodevelopcarbonmarkets
inagriculture,bothatthenationalandinter-
nationallevels,whichcanrewardfarmersin
cash for switching from carbon-intensive
crops such as rice to low-carbon-intensive
cropsor improvingfarmingpractices inrice
systems to lower GHG emissions. Such a
move towards “net-zero” agriculture will
give India a “climate smart” agriculture in
AmritKaal.And,ifwecanprotectproductiv-
ity levelswithalow-carbonfootprint, itwill
help India toaccessglobalmarkets too.

Gulati is InfosysChairprofessor for
agricultureandSingh is
senior fellowat ICRIER

Decongesting
prisons

Questionofmassincarcerationof
undertrialprisonersneedsapublic
healthandgender-sensitiveapproach

VICIOUS CYCLE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The job
crisis’ (IE,February12).Datapresented
bythefinanceministermayportrayan
encouragingstateof affairsemanating
from official files and sound lovely to
partial ears but the reality on the
ground is pathetic. A vicious cycle of a
poor education system coupledwith
the absence of skill-building capacity
throughtechnicalinstitutions,creating
an army of unemployed youth with
graduate,post-graduateanddoctorate
degrees,vyingforClassIV government
jobs, reflects anabysmalpictureof our
country, which dreams of becoming
“vishwaguru”.

DevendraAwasthi,Lucknow

MAMATA’S SIGNAL
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Party
unity on her mind, Mamata forms
newTMCworkingpanel’ (IE, February
13). Asserting her firm control over
theparty,MamataBanerjee packed a
20-memberworkingcommitteewith
TMC veterans who were facing criti-
cism from Abhishek Banerjee and
other next-generation leaders over
holding multiple posts in the party
and the administration. Her move is
seen as a bid to stem dissension over
the “one person one post” policy,
which was announced by Banerjee
herself in 2021 but could not be im-
plemented in totality.

SSPaul,Nadia

A DEEP CUT
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘At the ex-
penseof thepoorest’ (IE, February12).
Thecut intheallocationsfortheMGN-
REGA by the NDA government for fi-
nancing its new economic alternative
calledcapitalexpenditureandthat too
when there is a strongdemand for ex-
tending this tested scheme even for
otherdelicatesituations,onlyshowsits
skewed approach. The reduced funds
willsurelyhitthepeoplealreadyliving
hand tomouth. It is those very people
whoarestillwaitingforRs15lakhfrom
theblackmoneystashedabroadbyun-
scrupulous businessmen. The tragedy
is that the poorman’s lifeline is being
starved of funds evenwhen the econ-
omy is shown to be on a mend. The
irony is that thisone-manshowisget-
ting applause even in the biggest
democracy in theworld.

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

THISBUDGETHASdisappointed the farm-
ing sector. The government has increased
the agricultural credit target to Rs 18 lakh
crore for 2022-23 from Rs 16.5 lakh crore
for thecurrent fiscal,withanallocatedsub-
sidyof Rs20,870crore. Thequestion,how-
ever, is: Is thehugecreditandsubsidyben-
efiting farmers on the ground?
The budget speech as well as the

Economic Survey 2021-22 recommended
that priority shouldbegiven to cropdiver-
sification and allied sectors including hor-
ticulture, organic farming, dairying and
fishing to increase farmers income. But to
enable small farmers to shift fromwheat
and paddy or improve their income
through allied sectors, theymust have ac-
cess to institutional credit at reasonable
rates of interest.
While the volume of credit has grown

over thedecades, its quality and impacton
agriculturehasdeteriorated.Overtheyears,
thegrowthrate intheagriculturesectorhas
been falling: Itwas6.8per cent in2016-17,
whereas it is 3.9 per cent in 2021-22.
Agriculturalcredithasbecomelessefficient
in delivering growth.
In the last 10years, agriculture credit in-

creasedby350percent,butithasnotreached

even15percentof the12.56croresmalland
marginalfarmers.Creditiscriticalforachiev-
ing higher farm output. Institutional credit
will help delink farmers fromnon-institu-
tional sources,where theyare compelled to
borrowatusuriousratesof interest.
The RBI has asked if agricultural house-

holdswiththelowestlandholding(uptotwo
hectares) get only about 15 per cent of the
subsidised loan from institutional sources.
The share is 79 per cent for households be-
longingtothehighestsizeclassof landpos-
sessed (above 2 hectares). As per the
SituationAssessmentSurveyofAgricultural
Households by NSSO, the share of institu-
tional loans increases with an increase in
land possessed. Clearly, the bulk of sub-
sidisedagri-credit isgrabbedbyahandfulof
big farmersandagri-business companies.
A loosedefinitionof agri-credithas led

to the leakage of loans at subsidised rates
to large agri-firms. For example, in 2017,
53 per cent of the agriculture credit that
NABARDprovided toMaharashtrawasal-
located to Mumbai metro city and sub-
urbs, where there are no agriculturists,
only agri-business.
One of themain reasons for this diver-

sion is thatsubsidisedcreditdisbursedat4

per cent to 7 per cent rate interest is being
refinancedtosmall farmersandintheopen
market at interest rates up to 24per cent.
As chairman of theWorking Group on

AgricultureProductionconstituted in2010
by the then prime minister Manmohan
Singh, I had recommended strategies and
actionplans for increasingagriculturepro-
duction and productivity, including long-
term policies to ensure sustained growth.
The report of the working group laid em-
phasis on the easy availability of institu-
tional credit to farmers for future growth,
recommendingthat“creditshouldbemade
available at not more than 4 per cent per
annum rate of interest”. This was imple-
mented by the UPA government through-
out the country. However, in Haryana, the
Congressgovernmentextendedcropcredit
to farmersatazeropercent rateof interest
through state co-operatives.
I suggest the following changes in the

agri-credit system.One, the flowof agricul-
tural credit has not been uniform across
states. Institutional development across
states is a priority area for equitable flowof
subsidised credit. Two, state governments
shouldwork in close coordinationwith the
banking system for the promotion of more

Joint LiabilityGroups (JLGs) asperNABARD
guidelines to ensure that formal credit
reachesfinancially-excludedfarmers.Three,
stategovernmentsshouldregularlymonitor
creditflow.Four,therateof interestforlong-
termloansshouldbekeptat4percent.Five,
acomprehensivelistofallfarm-relatedactiv-
itiesshouldbepreparedbythebanksincon-
sultationwithNABARD,agricultureexperts,
farmers and administration. Six, eligibility
conditions/criteriaforprovidingagriculture
loansshouldbefurthersimplifiedandliber-
alised. The repayment schedule should be
according to the farmers’ capacity.
As chief minister of Haryana, I had

amended the law to provide the recovery
of the cooperative loans by leasing out the
mortgaged land in place of selling, in the
eventofdefaultbythefarmer,withthemu-
tual consentof cooperativesocietyandthe
agriculturist. Not a single farmer was ar-
rested inHaryanaduringmytenure forde-
fault in repayment of loans taken fromco-
operatives. The Haryana model on
agri-credit introduced by a Congress gov-
ernmentcanbeablueprint forotherstates.

Thewriter is former chiefminister,
Haryana

Bhupinder SinghHooda

A blueprint to revive farming
Haryana’s innovationsonagri-creditsystemcouldbeamodelforotherstates

Thereisneedtorethinkpowerandfertilisersubsidiesandreorient
MSPandprocurementpoliciestowardsminimisingGHGemissions

Climate smart agriculture

CR Sasikumar

Pratiksha Baxi
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Peoplepaytheir respects toRahulBajaj, chairmanemeritusofBajajAuto, inPune,Sunday.AshishKale

Workers to ministers, hundreds
bid tearful farewell to Rahul Bajaj
MANOJMORE
PUNE,FEBRUARY13

SINCE THE early hours of
Sunday,allroadsintheindustrial
city of Pimpri-Chinchwad in
Maharashtra seemed to lead to
onedestination—theBajajAuto
plant atAkurdi area. Itwashere
that Rahul Bajaj’s bodywas laid
forpeople topay their respects.
And they all came.

Industrialists and workers.
Politicians and commoners.
Many remembered amanwith
the conviction to take on the
powersthatbe.Others talkedof
a boss who always felt like an
‘aaplamanoos’ (ourman).
At5.30pm,thetitanofIndian

industrywascrematedwithfull
state honours in Pune.His sons,
RajivandSanjivBajaj,performed
the last rites.
The chairman emeritus of

Bajaj Auto, who was ailing for
sometime,haddiedonSaturday
afternoonat83.
Maharashtra Home

MinisterDilipWalsePatil laida
wreathonhisbodyonbehalf of
the government.
Earlier,atthecompanyplant

in Akurdi, NCP chief Sharad
Pawar and state cabinetminis-
ters Aditya Thackeray and

Chhagan Bhujbal were among
thosewhopaid tribute.
The city of Pimpri-

Chinchwadwore a sombre look
asallpublicfunctionsstoodcan-
celledwithoutastate fiat. Itwas
understandable. The Bajajs had
set up shop in the 1960swhen
onlyahandfulof industrialunits
were present in the Pimpri-
Chinchwad-Bhosari industrial
belt.Bythe1990s,thefigurehad
jumpedto10,000small,medium
andbigindustrialunitsinthecity,
drawingjobhopefulsfromacross
thestateandeventhecountry.
Thecompanyhadeffectively

transformed the city, and at the
centre of this transformation
was theAkurdiplant.
Here, the queue of those

waitingtopaytheirlastrespects
felt unending. Even thosewho
couldnotwalkdue toagemade
ittotheplantwithhelpfromkin.
Everymourner, itseemed,hada
deep sense of attachment to
Bajaj.Evenafterpayingtheirlast
respects,theystayedback,recall-
ingtheirdays inthecompanyof
their boss. Two veterans were
seen hugging each other, their
eyes welled up. Some of those
whospoketothispapernarrated
theRahul Bajaj erawith a sense
of prideandbelonging.
“I joined the company as a

fitter in 1969 and retired after
30 years of service. In all the
three decades that I worked
with Bajaj Auto, I never felt like
I livedelsewhere.Thecompany
premises were like my own
home, my family,” said Subash
Bodhe, 75,whowalked inwith
thehelpof a stickandwas sup-
portedbyhis grandson.
Bodhe said he started as a

worker and retired as a union
leader. “Be it as a worker or a
leader,RahulBajajwasalwaysac-
cessible tous.Wehavehad sev-
eral conversations with him. I
used to think hewas a bigman
andwould not be interested in
talkingtome.Butthatwasnever
the case. He was an “apla
manoos”(ourman)...Wewerean
integralpartof theBajaj family,”
Bodhesaid,hisvoicequivering.
Raosaheb Kalonji, a worker

who retired after 30 years of
service, said Bajaj would regu-
larly seek feedback and advice
from them in a bid to improve
the quality of the products and
step up production. “‘Kay bolta
bol… kya kar sakte hai…Kuch
idea do yaar’. This is how he
would talk to us whenever he
madeasurprisevisit intheshop
area,”recalledKalonji.“Hemade
theworkersfeelpartof theBajaj
family.Andthatexactlywas the

reasonwhyeveryworkerput in
hismighttochurnoutover1,000
vehiclesaday. Itwasmadepos-
sible because the company and
Rahul Bajaj cared for and re-
spectedus.”
Besides his rapportwith the

ordinarycompanyworkers,Bajaj
hadbecomea“hero”forthemas
hiscompanyneverdelayedtheir
payments. “No matter what
phase the companywas going
through, we always got our
salaries on time,” said Harun
Haveli,77,aretiredworker.“Bajaj
wasprobablytheonlycompany
thatensuredthatitsworkersand
familydidnot sufferonaccount
of delayed salaries. In my 30
years of service, I don’t remem-
ber the company ever delaying
our salary foramonth.”
Thecanteenattheplantpro-

vides tea andbiscuits, breakfast
andavegetarianmeal—all fora
princely sum of Re one. “The
canteenhasbeenrunningfor50
years.Initially,anemployeegota
fullplatemealfor50paise.Later,
theamountwasraisedtoReone.
Everyworker used to pay Rs 27
every month which was cut
fromhissalary.Andthemealhas
afeelof theonemadeathome,”
saidSanjayJoshi,presidentofthe
Vishwakalyan Kamgar
Sanghatanaat theAkurdiplant.

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, FEBRUARY13

PROTESTSAREspreadinginparts
ofJharkhandovertheinclusionof
BhojpuriandMagahiinagovern-
ment exam for district-level ap-
pointments—amid a larger un-
dercurrentofrumblingsoverthe
state’sdomicilepolicy.
These agitations have been

mostly seen in Bokaro and
Dhanbaddistricts—wherepro-
testerssayBhojpuriandMagahi
are spoken by aminuscule pro-
portion— but are now spread-
ingtoGiridihandRanchiaswell.
At the centre of the protests

is Jharkhandi Bhasha
SangharshaSamiti—anorgani-
sationofMoolvasisandAdivasis
which claims to be apolitical —
whichhasaddressedmorethan
50 gatherings on the issue, at-
tracting large crowds over the
last fewdays.
One of its members, Tirth

NathAkash, said the idea of the
protestswastopressurethestate
government against the inclu-
sionof the languages in the two
districts — and on the state’s
domicile policy. The protesters
havedemanded1932asthecut-
off date while taking into ac-
count proof of land records,
against thecurrentdate1985.
The protests broke out after

the state government issued a
notification onDecember 23 to
includeMagahiandBhojpuri as
regional languages in the two
districts for theselectionofma-
tric-andintermediate-passcan-
didates through examinations.

The notification is for district-
level appointments and is not
applicableforthestate-widese-
lectionprocess.Asofnow,nova-
cancies against the notification
havebeenadvertised.
The ruling JharkahndMukti

Morcha and the Congress have
stayedawayfromtheissuesofar.
TheBJPhasnotsaidanythingex-
plicitly.
The state’s domicile policy,

meanwhile, has always been a
contentiousmatter.
Following the creation of

Jharkhandin2000,thefirstChief
Minister, Babulal Marandi,
thoughtitwasnecessarytodefine
a ‘Jharkhandi’, as itwouldhelp in
rollingoutbenefitsincludinggov-
ernment jobs to local people.
However, in 2003,Marandi re-
signedoverthisissue.Thecurrent
JMMgovernment has formed a
cabinetsub-committee tore-de-
finewhowould be treated as a
domicile resident. Former CM
RaghubarDas’ government had
comeoutwith a “relaxeddomi-

cile policy” in 2016 which in-
cluded employment for the last
30yearsasacategory,essentially
puttingthecut-offyearat1985.
Akash said they have been

working in this domain for the
last six-seven years. “We had
protestedagainstRaghubarDas’
domicile policy and alsowhen
he attempted to tweak Santhal
Pargana and Chotanagpur
Tenancy Acts. There is pent-up
anger among the people and it
wastriggeredupontheinclusion
ofcertainlanguageasthiswould
leadtotheirexclusioningovern-
ment jobs.”
Thefactioninoppositionsaid

theprotestswerefuelledbyState
Education Minister Jagarnath
Mahato’s recent comment
wherehesupportedtheremoval
of these languages from
DhanbadandBokaro areas. The
minister, who comes from
Dumri constituency of Giridih
district,saidthathadevenasked
the cabinet to remove these as
regional languages.

Two advocates,
businessman
arrested over
‘derogatory’ posts
against judges

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY13

THECBI has arrested two advo-
cates and a businessman in its
probe into alleged derogatory
posts made online against
judges of Supreme Court and
high courts, officials said on
Sunday.
AdvocatesMChandrasekhar

Rao and Kalanidhi
Gopalakrishnaandbusinessman
Gunta Ramesh Raowere taken
intocustodyonSaturdayincon-
nection with the cases being
probedbytheagencyontheor-
dersof theAndhraPradeshHigh
Court.
The CBI recently carried out

searchesat10 locations, includ-
ing office and residential prem-
isesof theaccusedandsuspects
in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana,wherein incriminat-
ingevidencewasrecovered, the
central probe agency said in a
statement.
“The Central Bureau of

Investigationhasregisteredsev-
eral cases/FIRs against the ac-
cused allegedly involved in in-
tentionallytargetingtheHon'ble
JudgesandJudiciarythroughin-
terviews/social
media/posts/speechesinon-line
platforms,maliciously attribut-
ing ulteriormotives in delivery
of orders/judgments. The
cases/FIRs have been registered
ontheordersoftheHon’bleHigh
Court of Andhra Pradesh,” the
statement said.

Physical classes begin in
J&K colleges from today
Jammu: The Jammu and
Kashmir administration on
Sunday allowedall universities,
colleges and other professional
institutions to start holding
physical classes fromMonday.
“Alluniversities,colleges,poly-

technics,ITIsetc.,shallcommence
routine offline (physical atten-
dance) teaching after ensuring
readiness for enforcement of
CovidAppropriate Behavior and

StandardOperating Procedures
fromFebruary14,” said anorder
issuedbyUTChiefSecretaryArun
KumarMehta.
Italsoallowedschoolsinallthe

summerzonesofJ&Ktoopenina
phasedmanner, sayingclasses9-
12canstartoffline teaching from
Feb 14. All students in the age
groupof15-17mustcarryavacci-
nationcertificatewiththemwhen
goingtoschool,itadded. ENS

In driver’s seat in coming TN civic polls, DMK braces for bumpy ride in several belts
ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, FEBRUARY13

WITHAweek left for the urban
local body polls in Tamil Nadu,
the ruling DMK seems to be all
geared up, aiming to clinch
power inmost of the civic bod-
iesacross thestate.
In the run-up to the 19

February polls in 21 corpora-
tions, 138 municipalities and
490townpanchayats,theprinci-
pal Opposition AIADMK seems
to be still tottering in the after-
mathof itscrushingdefeatatthe
hands of the DMK in the May
2021 state Assembly elections.
TheBJPmaybeamarginalplayer

in Tamil Nadu politics, but it is
goingsolointheupcomingpolls,
fielding candidates in about 43
per cent of the total seats of the
poll-boundurban localbodies.
The pollswill involve a slew

ofmajormunicipalcorporations
includingChennai, Coimbatore,
Cuddalore, Nagercoil,
Kancheepuram,Madurai,Salem,
Tiruchirapalli, Vellore, Sivakasi
andThanjavuracross thestate.
Thelocalbodypollshavetra-

ditionally favoured the ruling
party in Tamil Nadu, and there
are barely any signs that this
trendmightbebuckedthistime.
The DMK, however, appears to
bebracingtofacestiffchallenges
in a number of cities, such as

Nagercoil, Coimbatore and
Salem,evenas itsentiredispen-
sation, including theministers,
have been campaigning for the
DMKcandidatesacrossthestate.
The polls in Nagercoil, a BJP

stronghold, in southern Tamil
Naducouldespeciallybetrickyfor
theDMK,thepartyfeels,asitwill
faceathree-corneredtoughfight
involvingtheAIADMKandtheBJP
here. “AIADMK isweak, theydo
not have a strongpartymachin-
eryhere. But BJPhas been tradi-
tionallystrongerhere.Thatmakes
ittoughforus,althoughwehope
wewillwin,” said a seniorDMK
leader campaigning inNagercoil
andothersouthernbelts.
Therulingpartyisalsoantic-

ipating a keen contest in the
Kongu Nadu region inwestern
Tamil Nadu. When asked
whether they were facing a
tough battle in west-
ernparts,especiallyin
Coimbatore, Tirupur
and Salem, a DMK
ministersaid,“Itcould
not be called tough
but a strong competi-
tion. It is not like
Nagercoil, but these
three corporations will see
strong contests. We are defi-
nitelygoingtomakeitbut there
isachallenge.”
SeniorDMKleaders,whohad

been campaigning in western
Tamil Nadu for the past three

months, also say Coimbatore,
Tirupur and Salem corporation
pollswouldbe“highlycompeti-
tive” as they have higher stakes

forboththeAIADMK
and the BJP. Salem is
home turf of former
chief minister
Edappadi K
Palaniswami, while
AIADMK veteran S P
Velumani, whowas
dubbed “CM of

Coimbatore”duringtheprevious
AIADMK government, is from
Coimbatorecity.
While the DMK leadership

hopestoscalpmorethan70per
cent of the seats involved in the
upcoming civic polls, the BJP

hopes to make a mark in the
polls bywinning some of their
strongholdsincludingNagercoil.
The AIADMK leaders are not
hazardinganysuchguesses.
“Isn’t itnaturalthatDMKwill

makemaximumuseof theirbe-
ing in power to winmaximum
seats.Asaparty,wearefighting
with DMK, and we also see
thesepollsasanopportunityfor
reviving our political campaign
at the grassroots level,” said a
seniorAIADMKleader,whohas
beenactivelyengagedinnorth-
erndistricts.
SinceitsAssemblypollsdeba-

clelastyear,theAIADMKhaslost
itstwokeyallies—SRamadoss’s
Pattali Makkal Katchi (PMK),

which has a significant base
among theOBCvoters in north-
ern andwestern parts of Tamil
Nadu,andtheBJP.Thepartyalso
sufferedasplitwiththeousterof
late J Jayalalithaa’s closeaideVK
Sasikala and her nephew TTV
Dhinakaran.
Dhinakaran’sAmmaMakkal

Munnetra Kazhagam (AMMK)
has put up candidates in a few
places, but he is not campaign-
ingforthepartycandidateshim-
self. Sasikala has also confined
herself toherTNagar residence
inChennai.“Thereissupportand
guidance from the top for all
AMMK candidates,” said a
source close to Dhinakaran. On
Dhinakaran’s absence from

campaigning, the source said,
“Maybe because our winning
chancesare less.”
WhenaskedaboutSasikala’s

role in this election, the AMMK
leader said, “We have no clue,”
even as he admitted that the
AMMK’s rebel movement and
Sasikala’sclouthaveebbedaway
fasterthantheyhadexpectedas
there had not been any signifi-
cantpoliticalmovefromthelat-
terafterher release fromprison
inearly2021. “Weall ralliedbe-
hindDhinakaranhoping forher
returnfromprison.Butitwasn’t
the one we expected. It’s now
also a (political) career crisis for
many who stood with
Dhinakaran,” the leader said.

MP TUNNEL COLLAPSE: 2 STILL TRAPPED
NDRFpersonnel rescueworkersafteranunder-constructiontunnelcaved inatSleemanabadin
KatnidistrictofMadhyaPradeshonSunday.Nine labourersweretrappedwhenthetunnel
collapsed lateSaturdaynight.Sevenof themwererescued,but tworemaintrapped.PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY13

THE GOVERNMENT has ap-
provedtheumbrella schemeof
modernisation of police force
for thenext five yearswith a fi-
nancial outlay of Rs 26,275
crore. More than Rs 18,000
crore of this money will go to-
wardssecurityrelatedexpendi-
ture in Jammu and Kashmir,
LeftWingExtremismareasand
theNortheast.
“The approval for the pe-

riod 2021-22 to 2025-26,
moves forward the initiativeof
theUnionHomeMinister, Shri
Amit Shah to modernise and
improve the functioning of
Police Forces of States and
UnionTerritories. This scheme
comprises all relevant sub-
schemes that contribute to
modernization and improve-
ment,” a Ministry of Home

Affairs (MHA) statement said.
According to MHA, under

thefive-yearplan,provisionhas
beenmadefor internalsecurity,
lawandorder,adoptionofmod-
erntechnologybypolice,assist-
ing states for narcotics control
andstrengtheningthecriminal
justice system by developing a
robust forensic set-up in the
country.
“Theschemeformoderniza-

tion of state police forces has a
Central outlay of Rs 4,846
crore,” the statement said.
The approval includes cen-

tral outlay of Rs 2,080 crore “to
develop operationally inde-
pendent and high-quality
forensic sciences facilities in
States/UnionTerritories foraid-
ingscientificandtimelyinvesti-
gation throughmodernization
of resources”.
Incidentally, in the2022-23

Budget presented by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,

the central outlay for
“Modernisation of Forensic
Capacities” in the coming FY
alone is Rs 8,976 crore.
TheMHAsaid a central out-

lay of Rs 18,839 crore has been
earmarked for security related
expenditure for the Union
Territoriesof Jammu&Kashmir,
insurgency affected North
Eastern States and Left Wing
Extremism(LWE)affectedareas.
“With the implementation

of ‘National Policy and Action
Plan’ for combating LWE, the
LWE violence incidents have
comedowndrastically. To fur-
ther pursue this accomplish-
ment, six LWE-related
schemeswithCentral outlayof
Rs.8,689 crore have been ap-
proved. These schemes in-
clude Special Central
Assistance (SCA) toMost LWE
AffectedDistricts&Districts of
Concern to consolidate the
gains,” the statement said.

RS18,000CRFIXEDFORSECURITYEXPENDITUREINJ&K,NORTHEAST

Govt approves Rs 26,275 crore
plan for police modernisation
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Protestsbreakout in
JharkhandoverBhojpuri,
Magahi ingovt jobexam

AJharkhandiBhashaSangharshaSamitimemberaddresses
acrowdinGiridih. Express

BIHAR

MLAbookedfor
kidnapping:cops
Patna: A case was filed on
Sunday against BJP MLA
Vinay Bihari in Patna for al-
legedly kidnapping a 25-
year-oldwoman,policesaid.
An FIR has been registered
against the MLA from
Lauriya inWestChamparan
and two others,” said Bipin
Bihari, the SHO of Agam
Kuanpolicestation. “Were-
ceived amessage from her
phoneandweretoldtocon-
tactanumber.WhenIcalled
thatnumber,BJPMLAVinay
Bihari received it,” the
woman’s mother claimed.
“He threatenedme.He said
thatmydaughteriswithhis
nephewRajivSingh.Hesaid
there is no use going to the
SP or DSP,” she alleged. The
accusedMLA could not be
reached forcomments. PTI

MAHARASHTRA

Manwho‘stabbed
wife’triestokillself
Thane: A 45-year-oldman,
whowas on the run for the
last five days after allegedly
injuringhiswifebystabbing
her, tried to shoot himself
dead at his residence in
Dombivli of Thane district
on Sunday, police said.
Somnath Devkar suffered
serious injuries in the sui-
cideattempt,senior inspec-
toratRamNagarpolice sta-
tion Sachin Sandbhor said.
On February 8, following a
heated argument with his
wife, Devkar had stabbed
her with a sharp weapon
multipletimes, inwhichshe
suffered severe injuries. He
had fled from the scene af-
ter that. PTI

RAJASTHAN

26cattlerescued
aftershootout
Jaipur:Twenty six cattle, in-
cluding cows,were rescued
whileanotherthreediedfol-
lowing a brief exchange of
fire between the police and
allegedcowsmugglersdur-
ing night patrolling in
Bharatpur, officials said on
Sunday. On the intervening
night of Saturday and
Sunday, the alleged cow
smugglersopenedfireatthe
nightpatrolteamasitchased
the truck inwhich the ani-
mals were being illegally
transported. Thepolice, too,
opened fire in self-defence.
During the exchange of fire,
thetruckrammedintoatree.
One of the accusedwas in-
jured while the others es-
caped,policesaid. PTI

UTTARPRADESH

Copbookedover
forgeryforrank
Bulandshahr:Aseniorpolice
officer has been booked on
charges of cheating and for-
gery for securinghispromo-
tiononthebasisofawrongaf-
fidavit, concealingacriminal
caseregisteredagainsthimin
anAgrapolicestation.Thecase
againstDySP Sudhir Kumar
Tyagi was registered on a
complaint byBulandshahr's
SP (Rural) Bajarang Bali
Chaurasia, anofficial saidon
Sunday.Hewaspromotedlast
monthonthebasisofsenior-
itybutbeforehispromotion,
hewasrequiredtogiveanaf-
fidavit to theUttar Pradesh
policeheadquartersdisclos-
ingvariousdetails, including
criminal antecedents, if any,
theofficialsaid. PTI
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TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

DASHBOARD,ASONFEB12

TOTAL TESTS 75,07,35,858

INDIA TOTAL DOSES 172,81,49,447
(Adults 1st dose:90,43,49,642;2nd: 73,97,43,747; 15-18agegroup
1st dose: 5,20,32,858;2nd: 1,47,92,245; precautionary: 1,72,30,955)

■Firstdose ■Seconddose FEBRUARY 12: 52,01,759

Newcases
44,877

Active cases
5,37,045

Deaths
684

Weekly CFR:0.36% | Overall CFR: 1.24% | Total deaths:5,08,665

TESTSONFEB 12 WEEKLYPOSITIVITY OVERALLPOSITIVITY
14,15,279 4.20% 5.68%

713
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

State ONFEBRUARY12 Weekly
Newcases Activecases Deaths positivity

Kerala 15184 1,82,118 427 25.96%
Maharashtra 4359 52238 37 5.09%
Karnataka 3202 38781 38 4.65%
TamilNadu 2812 47643 17 3.69%
Rajasthan 2606 23404 8 8.12%
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SURGE IN THE STATES

CASES IN THE CITIES, LAST 10DAYS
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Issues in uniform civil code
TheUttarakhandCMhaspromisedauniformcivilcodeforthestate ifBJP isvotedbacktopower.Alookat
whattheConstitutionsaysaboutUCC,previousattemptstoreformpersonal laws,andthewayforward.

ON THE last day of campaigning for the
Assembly polls, UttarakhandChiefMinister
PushkarSinghDhamipromised that theBJP,
ifre-elected,wouldenactauniformcivilcode
(UCC)forthestate.
ManyappeartobelievethataUCCwould

removeall inequalitiesinonestrokeandcre-
ateagender-justsociety.Butitisimportantto
understand that “formal equality” cannot
bring about a radical change;what society
needsis“substantiveequality”.
Dhamihaspromisedtosetupacommit-

teeforpreparingadraftUCC.Butthepromise
of aUCC isnotpartof the60-pageBJPmani-
festo forUttarakhand. The BJPmanifesto for
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections had stressed
there cannot be gender equalitywithout a
UCC, andpromised aUCCwould be drafted
drawing from the best traditions and har-
monised themwithmodern times. This im-
pliesthattheUCCwouldincludethebestpro-
visionsofallpersonal laws.

HinduCodeBill
TheHinduCodeBillCommitteewascon-

stitutedin1941butittook14yearstopassthe
legislation—andnotasoneuniformActbutas
three different ones: HinduMarriage Act,
1955;HinduSuccessionAct,1956;andHindu
Adoption&MaintenanceAct,1956.
Moreover,notall reformscouldbe incor-

poratedbecauseofoppositionfromtheHindu
right. Even Congress leaders such as Sardar
VallabhbhaiPatel,PattabhiSitaramayya,MA
Ayyangar, Madan Mohan Malaviya and
KailashNathKatjuopposedsuchreforms. In
thedebateontheHinduCodeBill in1949,23
of the28speakersopposedit.
In 1949, theHindu right formed anAll-

IndiaAntiHinduCodeBillCommitteeunder
the leadership of SwamiKarpatrijiMaharaj,
who justified unregulated polygamy. Geeta
Press’sKalyanmagazinepublishedanumber
of articles that favouredpolygamy, opposed
thedaughter’srightto inheritanceandques-
tionedtheConstituentAssembly’srighttoleg-
islateonreligiousmatters.
SyamaPrasadMookerjee,laterfounderof

theBharatiya Jana Sangh, said in Parliament
that instead of theHinduCodeBill, the gov-
ernmentshouldbringaUCC.Whiletherewas

substance in this argument, reforming the
majoritycommunity’s laws iseasier thanre-
forming those of the minorities. Several
Muslim countries, including Pakistan, have
beenable toreformMuslimlawsbutnot the
lawsof theirminoritycommunities.
Dr B R Ambedkar had to resign as Law

Minister. On September15, 1951, President
DrRajendraPrasad threatenedtoreturnthe
Bill or veto it. PMJawaharlalNehruyielded;
the Bill was not passed.When eventually
passed after several years, it did not give
daughters a share in a Hindu joint family’s
property. This amend-
mentcame in2005,dur-
ing theUPAregime.

ReadingArticle 44
Article 44 of the

Constitutionsaysthestate
shallendeavourtosecure
forcitizensauniformcivil
code throughout the ter-
ritoryof India.Thedefini-
tion of ‘State’, as given in
Article 12, includes the
overnment and
Parliamentof Indiaandthegovernmentand
thelegislatureofeachof thestatesandall lo-
calorotherauthoritieswithintheterritoryof
IndiaorunderthecontroloftheGovernment
of India. If statemeans state government or
localorotherauthorities,does itmeanstates
or local authorities canmake auniformcivil
codeforthewholeofIndia?Itwouldberidicu-
lous to say the Uttarakhand Assembly or
DehraDunMunicipalCorporationcouldmake
aUCCfortheentirecountry.
TheConstitution’s framersusedtheterm

“uniform” in Article 44 and not “common”,
because“common”means“oneandthesame
inallcircumstances”,while“uniform”means
“the same in similar conditions”. Different
peoplemayhave different laws, but the law
withinaparticulargroupshouldbeuniform.
Such a classification is permissible evenun-
dertherighttoequalityunderArticle14.

“Civil” meansmatters where personal
rights(notpublicrights)areinquestion—such
as a contract, or sale and purchase of
goods/servicesorproperties.
Even “code” does not necessarilymean

one single law inevery circumstance. Itmay
mean either one enactment such as Indian
Penal Code, or the Hindu Code Bill that in-
cludesthreedifferentActs.
While Article 44 uses the phrase “state

shall endeavour”, other Articles in the
‘DirectivePrinciples’chapteruseexpressions
suchas“inparticularstrive”;“shalltakesteps”;

“shall promotewith spe-
cialcare”;“shall inpartic-
ular direct its policy”;
“shall regard its primary
duty”;“shallbeobligation
of the state” etc. All of
thesemean that theduty
of the court is far greater
in other directive princi-
ples than in Article 44.
WhileArticle43mentions
that the “state shall en-
deavourbysuitablelegis-
lation”, the phrase “by

suitable legislation” is absent in Article 44,
which indicates that the framers did not in-
tendenactmentofuniformcivilcodebyasin-
gle legislation.

Diversity in personal law
ItiserroneoustoassumethatIndiahasdif-

ferent personal lawsbecause of religious di-
versity.Asamatteroffact,thelawdiffersfrom
state to state. Under the Constitution, the
powertolegislateinrespectofpersonal laws
rests with both Parliament and state
Assemblies. Preservation of legal diversity
seems to be the reason for inclusion of per-
sonallawintheConcurrentList(entryNo.5).
Haduniformityoflawsbeentheprimarycon-
cern,personallawswouldhavebeenincluded
in theUnionListwithParliamenthaving the
exclusive jurisdiction to enact laws on these
subjects.Bringingamendmentstocentralper-

sonallawswithenactmentssuchastheHindu
MarriageActispossibleunderentryNo.5,but
thispowercannotbestretchedtoincludeen-
actmentofauniformcivilcodeforthewhole
ofIndia.Oncealegislativefieldisoccupiedby
parliamentary legislation, statesdonothave
muchfreedomtoenactlaws.Suchlawswould
requirePresidentialassentunderArticle254.
It isalsoamyththatHindusaregoverned

by one uniform law.Marriage among close
relativesisprohibitedinthenorthbutconsid-
ered auspicious in the south. Lack of unifor-
mity inpersonal laws isalso trueofMuslims
andChristians.TheConstitutionitselfprotects
local customs of Nagaland,Meghalaya and
Mizoram.
As an example, takeGoa, often cited as a

statethatalreadyhasaUCC.ButHindusofGoa
arestillgovernedbythePortugueseFamilyand
SuccessionLaws.ThereformedHinduLawof
1955-56 isnot applicable to them, andunre-
formedShastricHindu lawonmarriage, di-
vorce,adoptionandjointfamilyremainsvalid.
TheShariatActof1937isyettobeextendedto
Goa,andthestate’sMuslimsaregovernedby
Portuguese lawaswellasShastricHindu law
but not byMuslim Personal Law. Even the
SpecialMarriageAct,asortofprogressivecivil
code,hasnotyetbeenextendedthere.
WhiletheUttarakhandCMfavoursaUCC

toensureequality,reformsinHindulawhave
notcompletely removedgenderdiscrimina-
tion.Theamountoflandactuallyinheritedby
Hinduwomenisasmallfractionofwhatthey
are entitled to under reformedHindu law.
Evenwhen they inherit land, it is invariably
much less thananequal share. Thepowerof
will isusedtogivetheentirepropertytosons.

Theway forward
If theUttarakhandgovernmentreturnsto

power,onewayforwardcouldbetoconstitute
aMuslimLawReformsCommittee,Tribaland
IndigenousLawReformCommittee,Christian
&ParsiLawReformsCommittees,justlikethe
Hindu LawReforms Committee formed in
1941. Based on their recommendations, it
couldtakethereformsprocessforward.
The statewould also need aHindu Law

Committee,assomeoftheexistingprovisions
of codifiedHindu law—such as solemnisa-
tionofmarriage,satpati,kanyadaan,jointfam-
ily and tax benefits, absolute testamentary
powersetc—maynotfindaplaceintheUCC,
and provisions like dower or nikahnama
(prenuptial contract) are to be incorporated
inUCCasperBJP’s2019manifesto.AreHindus
of Uttarakhand,who are 83%of the popula-
tion,readyforthesereforms?
ThegoalofaUCCshouldideallybereached

inpiecemealmanner, liketherecentamend-
mentontheageofmarriage.Ajustcodeisfar
moreimportantthanauniformcode.
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THE NATIONAL Medical Commission
(NMC),theregulatorformedicaleducation
and practices that replaced the Medical
Council of India in 2020, has suggested to
medical colleges that the traditional
Hippocratic Oath should be replaced by a
“CharakShapath”.
The minutes of NMC’s meeting with

medicalcollegesonFebruary7record,“No
Hippocratic Oath. Duringwhite coat cere-
mony (with parents) the oath will be
‘MaharishiCharakShapath’presentinNMC
website”.
TheCongresshascriticisedtheproposalas

anattemptto“saffronisemedicaleducation”.

Hippocrates andOath
The Hippocratic Oath is attributed to

HippocratesofKos,aGreekphysicianofthe
classical period (4th-5th centuries BC)

broadly corresponding to the period from
thedeathof theBuddha(486BC)totherise
of theMauryas (321BC) in India.
TheCorpusHippocraticum isacollection

of 70 books onmedicine; however, most
scholarsagreethat theHippocraticOath—
a charter of ethical principles that physi-
ciansovertheageshavesworntoupholdin
thepracticeof theirprofession—wasprob-
ably not thework of the individual identi-
fied as the historical Hippocrates, the “fa-
therofmodernmedicine”.
Twotranslationsofthepaganoathfrom

theGreekoriginal areusuallyquoted—by
WHS Jones (The Doctor’s Oath: 1924) and
Ludwig Edelstein (The Hippocratic Oath:
Text, Translation, and Interpretation: 1943).
Amongother things, theoathstates:
“Iwillusetreatmenttohelpthesickac-

cording tomy ability and judgment, but I
will neveruse it to injureorwrong them; I
willnotgivepoisontoanyonethoughasked
todoso,norwill Isuggestsuchaplan...; Into
whatsoever houses I enter, I will do so to
help the sick, keepingmyself free from all

intentional wrongdoing and harm, espe-
ciallyfromfornicationwithwomanorman,
bondorfree; ...Whatsoeverinthecourseof
practice I see or hear...that ought never to
bepublishedabroad, Iwillnotdivulge,but
consider such things to be holy secrets.”
(Jones, extracts:BMJ, 1998)

Multiple versions
Thereisnouniversallyacceptedversion

of the physician’s oath. Modern codes of
medicalethicssuchasthoseadoptedbythe
AmericanMedical Association (AMA) and
British Medical Association (BMA) are
broadlyrootedintheHippocraticOath,but
alsodrawfromother sources.
The AMA’s Codewas adopted in 1847,

andunderwentupdatesin1903,1949,1957,
and 2008. TheWorldMedical Association
(WMA) adopted an international code of
medicalethicsin1949,whichwasamended
in 1968, 1983, 2006, and 2017. InMay last
year, theWMApublishedaproposedmod-
ernised version of the international code,
“outlining physicians’ duties towards their

patients,otherphysicians,healthprofession-
alsandsocietyasawhole”.
AccordingtotheWMA,someofthedu-

ties of physicians ingeneral are to exercise
independent professional judgment and
maintain the highest standards of profes-
sional conduct; respect a competent pa-
tient’s right to accept or refuse treatment;
not allow their judgment to be influenced
bypersonalprofitorunfairdiscrimination;
and be dedicated to providing competent
medical service in full professional and
moralindependence,withcompassionand
respect forhumandignity.

Ethics of Charaka
The Charak Samhita is amedical phar-

macopoeiaandcollectionofcommentaries
and discussions onmedical practices that
isdated to the1st-2ndcenturiesAD.
AlongwiththecompendiumofSusruta

(c.4thcenturyAD),whichisaboutsurgery,
theCharakSamhita isconsideredthefoun-
dational text of ancient Indianmedicine,
which was an evolved system of under-

standing and treating disease that resem-
bled that of Hippocrates and Galen (2nd
centuryAD), butwas inmanyways ahead
of theGreeks.
Thephysicianwasanimportantandre-

spectedmemberof ancient Indiansociety,
andmedicalpracticefollowedrulesofpro-
fessionalconductandethicalprinciples.The
Indologist A L Basham (TheWonder That
Was India, 1954) quotes from a part of the
sermon in theCharakSamhita:
“...Youmust strivewithall your soul for

thehealth of the sick. Youmust not betray
yourpatients, evenat thecostof yourown
life... Youmust not get drunk, or commit
evil,orhaveevilcompanions...Youmustbe
pleasantofspeech...andthoughtful,always
striving to improveyourknowledge.
“Whenyougo to thehomeof apatient

you shoulddirect yourwords,mind, intel-
lect,andsensesnowherebuttoyourpatient
and his treatment... Nothing that happens
in the house of the sickmanmust be told
outside,normustthepatient'sconditionbe
told toanyonewhomightdoharmbythat

knowledge to thepatientor toanother.”

Physician’s oath in India
No single version of the Hippocratic

Oath is in use inmedical colleges in India,
whichhave adopted their ownversions of
thephysician'soath.
Jawaharlal NehruMedical College at

AligarhMuslimUniversity (AMU)uses the
2017 version of theWMA's international
codeofmedical ethics.A similaroath is ad-
ministered at St John’sMedical College in
Bengaluru, but graduates invoke God: “I
swearinthepresenceofGod,inthepresence
ofmyfamily,myteachers,andmycolleagues
thataccordingtomyabilityand judgment I
willhonourthisOathandStipulation.”
Graduates at the country’s premier

healthinstitute,AIIMS,havebeentakingthe
CharakOathat the annual convocation for
thepast several years. “Not for the self, not
for the fulfillment of anyworldlymaterial
desireorgain,butsolelyforthegoodofsuf-
feringhumanity, Iwilltreatmypatientand
excelwell,” reads theAIIMSoath.

AMITABHSINHA
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AFTERJUSTonesuccessfullaunchin2021,the
IndianSpaceResearchOrganisation(ISRO)is
gettingbacktobusinessonMondaywithEOS-
04,anearthobservationsatellite.Thisisfirstof
19 launches planned in 2022, ISRO’s busiest
year ever, including Chandrayaan-3 and the
uncrewedGaganyaanmission.Amidthepan-
demic,ISROhasconductedjustthreelaunches
inthelasttwoyears.

The showpiece: EOS-04
EOS-04isthefourthinaseriesofearthob-

servation satellites being launched under a
newgenericname.Earlierseriesof earthob-
servation satellites — Cartosat, Oceansat,
Resourcesat,GISAT,Scatsat, anda fewothers
—have all nowbecomepart of thenewEOS
series.Landandforestmappingandmonitor-

ing,mappingof resources likewaterormin-
eralsor fishes,weatherandclimateobserva-
tions,soilassessment,andgeospatialcontour
mappingaredonethroughthesesatellites.

EOS-01waslaunchedinNovember2020.
EOS-02,amicro-satellite,isyettobelaunched.
ThelaunchofEOS-03failedlastAugust.
Like EOS-01, the 1,710-kg EOS-04,which

willbeplacedinasunsynchronouspolaror-
bit of 529 km, is a radar-imaging satellite. It
willreplaceRISAT-1,launchedin2012butnow
non-functional.RISATsusesyntheticaperture
radars to producehigh-resolution images of
the land. Radar imaging is unaffected by
weather, cloudor fog, or the lackof sunlight,
and can produce high-quality images in all
conditionsandatall times.
ISROsaidEOS-04wasdesignedtoprovide

high-quality images for applications such as
agriculture, forestry and plantations, flood
mapping,soilmoistureandhydrology.

The smaller satellites
Two small satellites— INSPIREsat-1 and

INS-2TD—will be launchedwith EOS-4 on
thesamerocket.

INSPIREsat-1 is a student satellite devel-
opedbythe Indian Instituteof SpaceScience
andTechnology,Thiruvananthapuramincol-
laborationwith the University of Colorado
whereitwasassembledandtested.Students
fromNanyang Technological University in
SingaporeandNationalCentralUniversityof
Taiwanhavealsocontributed.Thesatellitewill
studythedynamicsoftheupperatmosphere
andcarries anX-rayspectrometer for study-
ingsolar flares.
INS-2TDisatechnologydemonstratorfor

thefirstIndia-Bhutanjointsatellitescheduled
tobelaunchednextmonth.Thetwocountries
had signed a space agreement last year, and
its first outcome would be the launch of
BhutanSat, or INS-2B, on a PSLV rocket in
March. The INS-2TD thatwill fly onMonday
hasathermalimagingcamerameantforearth
observation,includingassessmentoflandand
watersurfacetemperature,andidentification
of forestandtreecover.
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SandeepDwivedi:When the IPL
auctioncame in,howdid it change
relationshipsor thedressing room
atmosphere?Did someplayers start
feeling superior?
It used to happen earlier. But if you

lookat theowners today, theyaresmart
— they have their own teamswith their
owndata. They know that one year you
could get Rs 15 crore and the next year
you might get no money. You have to
perform in the IPL. There are instances
where players don’t perform for one
gameanddon’tget toplaytherestof the
season. So many young players were
bought fora largesuminoneseasonbut
disappeared thenext. Somegot injured,
some put their money on cars or to
look glamorous.
On some level, yes, I’m sure players

wonderaboutotherplayers’ valuations.
But if you keep performing, money is
rarely the issue. Image, on the other
hand, matters a lot. If you play well for
your countryand in the IPL, ownerswill
directly let you know what targets to
achieve year by year. After 13-14 years,
whenyourbrandisdeveloped,youdon’t
needtobetoldanything.Youknowwhat
your legacy is, what your process is,
and how the franchise needs to
move forward.
The new U-19 World Cup players

will also be a part of the auction. In my
experience, it’s important to stay
groundedandthatmoneywillcomeand
morewillkeepcomingbuthowtoinvest
it,knowingthatyouhavea15-yearearn-
ing cycle, is important.
I remember when I got my first big

paycheque,sinceIhaveabigfamily, Igot
houses formybrothersandsister. Itwas
only aftermymarriage — having awife
and kids— that I started understanding
thingsbetter.Until2015,myfatherused
to handle my investments. We were
from amiddle-class family. Back in the
day, you would get Rs 50,000 for
playingamatchfor India.Regularplay-
ersusedtomakemoneybutifyoudid-
n’t play for the national team, you
didn’t earn muchmoney. I used to
getaRs10,000scholarshipplaying
for Air India and that was a very
important pay cheque for me
because I could send thatmoney
home. I had twomajor injuries.
Afterthefirst injury, Ididn’thave
much money. But after the
second injury I hadmoney, so I
could see better doctors, better
dieticians and got better advice
in general.

DevendraPandey:Youhavebeena
partof twogenerationsof Indian
cricket—theRahul, Sachinand
Laxmaneraand then theVirat era.
I’msure thedressing room
environmentandconversations
wouldhavechanged too.
Rahul bhai, dada (Sourav Ganguly)

aur Paaji (Sachin Tendulkar) ke time pe
Kishore Kumar ke gaane sunte they. The
new generation loves to listen to rap
songs. I rememberwhileplaying,during
amatch, Rahulbhaiused to askmehow
my family was and whether I’d study
furtheraftera tour. Then I’d standat slip
andthenextball, theconversationwould
continue to the subjects I was studying
and where I had gone to eat last night.
Anil (Kumble)bhai’s timingfor jokeswas
excellent and Bhajji (Harbhajan Singh),
we all know, is such a teamman.
Rahul bhai alwaysused to say, ‘UP ke

ladke bahut ache hain’ (UP boys are very
good) and always asked me whether I
was investing my
money wisely. Viru
bhai always used to
giveme good advice
and told me to hire
someone for wealth
management.
When in 2018 I

mademy comeback
to the team, Dhoni
bhai, Viratand Iused
to stick around talk-
ing. Rohit and I used
to go watch football
matches at the 2018
World Cup in
England. I preferred
thewayof communication inmyearlier
stintwiththe Indianteam.Back inthose
days, our seniorswere our coaches.

DevendraPandey:Apart from
Dhoni,whowereyour cricket friends
youwould turn to forhelp?
I think,definitely,Yuvibhai, Bhajjipa,

RahulbhaiandVirenderSehwag.Ashish
Nehra really helpedmewhen I hadmy
secondoperation;hegavemethenum-
berof adoctor inLondon.Ashubhaiwas
by my side during that phase. Then
Aakash Chopra referredme to a doctor
in Delhi during my first operation. On
some level, the seniors used to commu-
nicatereallywellwhentherewereprob-

lems. When you have money, you can
charter a flight and use your celebrity
status to get the best doctors. Butwhen
I didn’t havemoney, they used to com-
municatewithmeaccordingly.

SandipG:Youmadeyourdebut in
2005andplayedODIsuntil 2018.
Howdid Indiancricket change in
those13years?
Youngstersnowhavedifferentkinds

of pressure. After two-three series they
findthemselvesun-
dera lotofpressure.
Back then, a coach
had long-term
vision for the team.
Selectors used to
trust the players;
that you would be
given five-ten
matches. You knew
that your captain
would give you the
time to groom
when you were
with the squad in
two-three toursbut
not playing. That

was a learning curve. You got an idea
about the process and the amount of
hardworkyouneededtoput in tobreak
into theplaying eleven.
Now, there are different leagues

aroundtheworld.Earlier, therewasa lot
of emphasis on the Ranji Trophy. We
usedtoplayalotof first-classcricket.You
didn’tneedtoreportyourgymfitness to
the selectors. You had to perform for
IndiaAorDuleepTrophyor IraniTrophy
or the Ranji Trophy to earn the India
call-up.Andthereyouhadtoscoreheaps
of runs. That’smissingnow.
As regards to marketing, cricket, its

digitalmarketing,hasgonetoadifferent
level altogether. Players now have their

ownmanagers.But it’s importanttostay
grounded. Today’s generation has social
media pressures, which are different
fromwhatthepreviousgenerationfaced.

SriramVeera:Youhadyourown
challenges inyour formativeyears,
as aboyof 12-13you lived ina sports
hostel inUPand facedbullying.
It was difficult. There shouldn’t be

such ragging anywhere and I was very
young then. I was around 13 years old;
we had to play cricket, study, sort our
food,preparethegroundetc. I learnedto
liveonmyown there. Itwas tough, but I
guess I learnt mental toughness. In UP,
therearedifferentdialects,differentpeo-
ple, culture, and it tookmeawhile. I did
leave it andwentbackhome,but I came
back and Iwasmuchbetter thenon.
I remember a student even tried to

commit suicide. He was from
Bulandshahr andwewere living on the
thirdfloor.Hewasabouttodosomething
strange (jump off) and we pulled him
back. He had had enough of being
ragged.Wewenttotheprincipalandwe
had security prowling, and things got
better from then on. It was also a learn-
ing experience thatwhen you are going
throughdifficult times, it’s important to
communicate — to seniors, big brother,
father, anyone close to you — that you
havedepression or anxiety orwhatever
the issue is. I guess I was going through
some of that and we managed to stop
him. But in ten days time, hewent back
home and never came back. It does get
difficult in hostels, where people come
from different places, different back-
grounds, cultures, and are living away
fromtheir families.TherewasaPCOout-
side,butyoucan’tgooutafter8pm.You
standinaqueue, reachforaphone,hope
yourmother isstillwaitingbythephone
(intheneighbour’shouse).Else,callback,

whichmeans get into the queue again.
My father’s incomewas Rs 10,000, and
theacademywasalsonotcheap…sowe
had to learn to adjust. It toughened
mementally.

SriramVeera:You talkabout the
need toget alongwithdifferent
cultures;wesawrecently
MohammedShamiwas targeted for
his religionafter amatch in the
T20world cup.ViratKohlihad to
tweet thatdon’t
target religion.
It feelsverybad. It

should never
happen. Recently
Bhajji pa (Harbhajan
Singh) gave an inter-
view. When the
Monkeygate hap-
penedinAustralia,he
was also attacked
overhis religion.Any
abuse is wrong. You
know how it is on
social media these
days. One hashtag
can spread likewild-
fire. When you face abuse over your
religion, you need to tell them that it’s
not right and you need to respect my
religion and country.

MihirVasavda: Can IPLcaptaincy
prepareaplayer to lead India? Is
that sufficient?
You’lldefinitelygainexperience.But

leading a Ranji Trophy team or leading
India A can prepare you for the role of
pressure in the India jersey. IPL is a
differentculture, ithelpsbut it’soneand
a half months. But a state captain for
Ranji or Duleep or India A or T20
Championshipruns forsixmonths.That
gives you an idea of the captaincy

method and format. IPL is twomonths
long, it has different voices —
thecoaches, theowners. So Idon’t think
youcan tell a captain’s credentials from
the IPL. The pressure of leading India,
with one lakh people inside the
ground and thewholeworldwatching,
is the true test of how a captain will
handle responsibility.

NitinSharma:NowIndia’s
middleorder is strugglingand
theydon’t quitehave thewicket-
takingabilities.Howdoyousee
theseproblems?
Since the 2015

World Cup or 2017-
18, ithasbeenaprob-
lem for four-five
yearsnow.We’llhave
to identify players
who can play
astutely in the mid-
dle order. Thosewho
are playing need to
getanopportunityto
play in a situation
where they need to
finish for the team. I
think Rishabh Pant
canperformthatrole
well. Shreyas Iyer is
another player who
can do it. Suryakumar Yadav too.
Somewhere, selectors and coaches will
needtoshowthat trust inthem.AndI’m
sure they’ll prove themselves. These

four-five players, plus Shubman Gill is
one of those players who can play well
in themiddle order. Then there’s Rinku
Singh from UP, who’s done well in
domestic cricket.
Middle order challenge is to play as

per the situation. Now there’s two new
balls. Field is up. So it’s not just playing
thenewball.Youhavetorotatethestrike.
The concern is dot balls that are being
played in the middle. Which shouldn’t
happen. You’ll have to rotate strike and

trust the partner,
andpickthebowler
totargetandattack,
and identify which
over to attack. The
understanding, as
we call it in cricket-
ing language, with
non-striker has to
get better. These
three-four things
are important to
be a good middle-
orderbatsman.

SandeepDwivedi:
Therewouldbe

well-roundedcricketers likeyou
back then,whocouldnotonlybat
butalsobowl four-fiveovers, get
crucial breakthroughsandwere
also top fielders. Is that lackingabit
thesedays?
I think this is whywewon the 2007

World T20, the 2011World Cup and the
2013ChampionsTrophy.When I started
in Ranji, I remember our coach Gyanu
bhai (Gyanendra Pandey) would always
tell us, ‘you should bowl.’ It gives a cap-
tain theability toget ineight-tenovers if
hehasasixthorseventhbowlingoption,
whenheisplayingonlyfivebowlers.That
is good planning. So you see Viru paa
(Sehwag),YuvrajSingh,YusufPathanand

me, including in the 2011World Cup, all
would bowl. When we lost in the
Champions Trophy (2017), or even re-
cently in Dubai (in the T20World Cup),
we did not have a sixth bowling option.
NowShreyasIyerisworkingonhisbowl-
ing, I thinkheshouldkeepworkinghard.
Rohitwillhaveagoodoptionthen. Inthe
South Africa series, recently, Aiden
Markramwas bowling six-eight overs
upfront,andthemainbowlerswerecom-
ing in later. This is a big factor for the
Indianteam.SuryakumarYadavcanbowl
aswell.EvenRohitwouldbowlbeforehis
injury. So someonewill have to step in,

and bowl at least
six-eight overs reg-
ularly in nets.
Batsmen will defi-
nitely look to
attack a part-timer
but that also in-
creases his
chance of taking
wickets.Wehaven’t
seen someone like
that since Kedar
Jadhav. Hardik is
also injured.
Thatskill should

be there (from jun-
ior level),definitely.
Laxman bhai is at

NCA, he knows how important it is.
RahulbhaiknowshowYuvipaaandViru
paa gave him crucial breakthroughs.
Selectorswill have to think about it too,
you cannot go inwith just five bowlers.
There are injury concerns, so much
cricket is played, and if someonebreaks
down, you are left with only four
bowlers.Thesameapplies toTestcricket
too. I have bowled 20 overs (in an in-
nings) in England too. Viru paa has also
bowled a lot and takenmanywickets in
Tests. Sachin paaji has bowled somuch,
be it in theWorldCupor in theCBSeries
in Australia or in Sri Lanka, he bowled
everywhere.SouravGangulyhasbowled
a lot of overs too. So when the breeze
blowsatWankhedeintheafternoon,you
canbring onpart-timers for a fewovers
to give themainbowlers a rest.
Batsmen should definitely work on

their batting but they need to come in
earlyorstayback forhalf anhour for the
nation (to bowl a bit in the nets). They
will have to like that process. Once you
start liking it, youwillnotgoawaywith-
out bowling five-six overs.

SriramVeera:WithRahulDravidas
captainandbattinglowerdown, India
startedtochasesuccessfully (inODIs).
Howwas that experience?
Absolutelyright.WhenRahulDravid

wasourcaptain,wemadeaworldrecord
in termsofwinningODIswhile chasing,
between 2005 and 2007. We bowled a
lot after winning the toss during that
period.Weused thewetball for fielding
practice. A lot of effortwent into (bowl-
ing and countering) reverse swing
because we used to have just one ball
thosedays,whichwas replacedafter 34
overs. Rahul bhai put a lot of emphasis
onslipandclose-incatching;howtodeal
with the lowbounceon Indiangrounds.
We used to take 100-150 slip catches
during training, be it Tests orODIs.
He (Dravid) had a clear idea about

chasing.Ourtrainingsessions, too, lasted
for four-fivehours.Our trainingmethod
for white-ball cricket was different. For
Test cricket, we used to turn up at the
groundat8amfor training toget accus-
tomed to the early morning dew. Our
mindset was different and we benefit-
ted a lot from that kindof preparation.

TusharBhaduri: Is it possible tohave
a fulfilling careerplaying just T20,
whiteball cricket, andwithout
playing inTest cricket?Becausekids
nowonlywant toplaywhiteball
cricket. Is it necessary toplayTests?
Whatever the country plays — be it

Tests or ODIs, or T20s, all are important.
Nowwhite ball ismuchmore. But Tests
should be given equal importance
because you play Ranji Trophy, you play
three-daypracticematches.Soitbecomes
important that whichever format you
playandrepresent thecountry,youkeep
doingwell. IthinkplayingforIndiaitself is
a big thing.When the T20national team
is formed, sometimes some bowler
shines, then another. Deepak Chahar is
suchabowlerwhodidwellbothinIPLand
domestic. And finally he’s doingwell in
T20s and one dayers. So just dowell for
thecountry,nomatterwhat format.

SriramVeera:Youareverypopular
in Tamil Nadu, Chennai, UP. So as the
next step,will you joinpolitics?
No, no! Cricket is my sole love. And

I’ll stick to cricket. It’s the sport I
know and politics I don’t understand
much. I want to become a good
chef now, cook every cuisine well, and
visit everyplace.

SURESHRAINA, FORMER INDIANCRICKETER

‘
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WHY
SURESHRAINA

W ith a big IPL
auction having
just concluded,

one of the biggest T20 players,
Suresh Raina, is best suited to
advise youngsters about the
importance of managing
money and the changes in
Indian cricket over the years

Illustration: SuvajitDey

SureshRainaon IPL auctions, themiddle-orderwoesof the Indian cricket team,pressures facedbyyoungplayers of todayand spendingover adecade
in Indian cricket. This sessionwasmoderatedbySriramVeera,DeputyAssociate Editor, The IndianExpress

Players wonder about others’ IPL
valuations, but performance is key

‘
‘ ‘Rahul bhai, dada aur Paaji

ke time pe Kishore Kumar
ke gaane sunte they. The new
generation loves rap songs...

I preferred the way of
communication in my

earlier stint with the team

‘ ‘[At the sports hostel]
a student even tried to

commit suicide. He had had
enough of being ragged. In

difficult times, it’s
important to communicate

that you have anxiety

‘ ‘Batsmen should practise
bowling. When we lost in
Champions Trophy (2017)
and in Dubai (T20 World
Cup), we did not have a
sixth bowling option.
Now Shreyas Iyer is

working on his bowling

New Delhi
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MEANWHILE

ARCTIC SEEDVAULTTOGETRAREDEPOSITS
AvaultbuiltonanArcticmountainsidetopreservetheworld'scropseedsfromwar,diseaseand
othercatastropheswillreceivenewdepositstomorrow, includingonefromthefirstorganisation
thatmadeawithdrawalfromthefacility.TheSvalbardGlobalSeedVault isonlyopenedafew
timesayeartolimit itsseedbanks’exposuretotheoutsideworld.OnMonday,genebanksfrom
manynationswilldepositseeds, includingmilletasback-upstotheirowncollections.

GERMANY

Steinmeier
re-electedas
President
Frankfurt: Frank-Walter
Steinmeierwaselectedto
a second term as
Germany’s president on
Sunday after a special as-
sembly voted theveteran
politician, seen as a sym-
bolof consensusandcon-
tinuity, back in to the
prominentyetlargelycer-
emonialpost.Steinmeier’s
electionbysecretballotby
amajorityoftheassembly
for another fiveyearswas
widely expected,amid
broad support frommost
of Germany’smajor par-
tiesduringatimeofglobal
turmoilandfollowingare-
cent change of govern-
ment. In his acceptance
speech, Steinmeier criti-
cised Russia's military
build-upnearUkraine. “I
can onlywarn (President
VladimirPutin)...Don’tun-
derestimate the strength
ofdemocracy.” REUTERS

Frank-Walter
Steinmeier. Reuters

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

AFGHANISTAN

Biden’sorderon
frozenfundsan
atrocity:Karzai
Kabul:Afghanistan’sformer
presidentonSundaycalled
aWhiteHouseordertoun-
freeze$3.5billioninAfghan
assetsheldintheU.S.forfam-
iliesof9/11victimsanatroc-
ityagainsttheAfghanpeo-
ple.FormerPresidentHamid
Karzaiatapackednewscon-
ferencesoughtthehelpof
Americans,particularlythe
familiesof the thousands
killedinthe9/11terroristat-
tacks,topressPresidentJoe
Bidentorescindlastweek’s
order.Hecalledit“unjustand
unfair,”sayingAfghanshave
alsobeenvictimsofal-Qaida
leaderOsamabinLaden.AP

HAWAII

US,othernations
meettodiscuss
NorthKorea
Honolulu: United Stated
Secretaryof StateAntony
Blinkenmethis Japanese
andSouthKoreancounter-
partsSaturdayinHawaiito
discussthethreatposedby
nuclear-armed North
KoreaafterPyongyangbe-
gan theyearwitha series
ofmissiletests.Blinkensaid
after the meeting that
NorthKoreawas“inaphase
of provocation” and the
threecountriescondemned
therecentmissilelaunches.
“Weareabsolutelyunited
inourapproach,inourde-
termination,”Blinkensaid
afterhistalkswithJapanese
Foreign Minister
Yoshimasa Hayashi and
SouthKoreanForeignMinister
ChungEui-yong. AP

AMANDAHOLPUCH
FEBRUARY13

ONMARCH18,1964,MariseAnn
Chiverella left for school, carrying
cannedgoodstogivetoherteacher,
a nun at St. Joseph’s Parochial
SchoolinHazleton,Pennsylvania.
Marise,9,whoaspiredtobea

nun, hurried fromher home to
bringthegiftstoherclassroomand
stillgettomorningMassontime.
Formembers of her family,

those were the last memories
they had of Marise, who was
found that afternoon in a pit
used for refuse. She had been
sexuallyassaultedandkilled.
Nearly 58 years later, the

Pennsylvania State Police have

identifiedthemantheysaywas
responsible forherdeath.
Lt. DevonM. Brutosky said

at a news conference Thursday

that investigators used DNA
tests andgenealogical research
to identify James Paul Forte,
whowasthen22,as theperson

who killedMarise. He lived six
or seven blocks from Marise,
police said, but they did not
knowof anyconnectionhehad
toher or her family.
Officials said Forte was 38

whenhediedof natural causes,
possibly a heart attack, in 1980.
Hewasstill living inHazleton.
Police tied Forte toMarise’s

casewith theaidof DNAtesting
and research by a teenage ge-
nealogistwhoapproachedpolice
in2020andvolunteeredtohelp.
EricSchubert,theteenager,said

hehadhelped inothercoldcases
andspottedMarise’s storywhile
lookingforsomethingnewtowork
on.Schubert,now20andastudent
studyinghistoryatElizabethtown
College in Elizabethtown,

Pennsylvania, identifiedpossible
relatives using an earlier DNA
matchmadeinthecase.
In2007,investigatorscreated

aDNAprofile of the suspect us-
ing bodily fluids found on
Marise’s jacket. In2019,Parabon
NanoLabs, a DNA technology
company, helped police upload
theDNAprofiletoagenealogical
database,leadingtoamatchwith
adistantrelativeof thesuspect.
Schubert was able to build

out a family tree from that
match.Investigatorsinterviewed
somefamilymembersandtook
voluntary DNA samples, which
narrowed the list of potential
suspects to four.
On Jan. 6, they exhumed

Forte’sbodytogetaDNAsample

andFeb.3, they received test re-
sults thatconfirmedthematch.
At the news conference,

Marise’s eldest brother, Ronald
Chiverella,thankedinvestigators,
whohesaidhadbeenincontinu-
ouscontactwiththefamilysince
1964. Chiverella said hismother
said grace before meals on
Sundaysandholidaysandwould
acknowledgetheunsolvedcase.
“She would always end it

with a prayer asking Jesus, the
blessedmother, ‘Pleasehelpthe
Pennsylvania State Police find
themanthathurtmydaughter,’”
Chiverella said. At one point,
years later, Chiverella said his
mother told each of the surviv-
ingsiblingsthatshehadforgiven
whoeverhadkilledMarise.NYT

MariseAnn
Chiverella in
1964.NYT

Moscow:Ukraine’spresident
played down intensified
warnings of a possible
Russian invasion within
days,sayinghehadyettosee
convincing evidence, even
astheUSwarnedonSunday
of more Russian troops
pressing closer toUkraine’s
borders and some airlines
canceled or diverted flights
there. The Ukrainian
leader’s repeated state-
ments urging calm among
his people grew thisweek-
end to Zelenskyy question-
ing stridentwarnings from
US officials in recent days
that Russia could be plan-
ning to invade as soon as
midweek.TheUSpickedup
intelligence that Russia is
looking atWednesday as a
targetdate,accordingtoaUS
official familiar with the
findings. The official would
not say how definitive the
intelligencewas. AP

DAVIDLAWDER&PAVEL
POLITYUK
WASHINGTON/KYIV, FEB13

RUSSIA COULD invade Ukraine
at any time andmight create a
surprisepretextforanattack,the
UnitedStates saidonSunday, as
it reaffirmedapledge todefend
“every inch”ofNATOterritory.
Russia has over 100,000

troops massed near Ukraine,
which is not part of theAtlantic
military alliance, and
Washington - while keeping
open the diplomatic channels
thathavesofarfailedtoeasethe
crisis-hasrepeatedlysaidanin-
vasionisimminent.Moscowde-
nies any such plans and has ac-
cused theWestof "hysteria".
German Chancellor Olaf

Scholz, on the eve of a trip that
takes him to Kyiv on Monday
and Moscow for talks with
President Vladimir Putin on
Tuesday, called forRussia tode-
escalateandwarnedofsanctions
ifMoscowdid invade..
AGermanofficial saidBerlin

didnotexpect“concreteresults”
butdiplomacywas important.
InWashington,PresidentJoe

Biden’sNationalSecurityAdviser
Jake Sullivan said an invasion
couldbegin"anydaynow".
“Wecannotperfectlypredict

theday,butwehavenowbeensay-
ingforsometimethatweareinthe
window,”WhiteHouseNational
SecurityAdviserJakeSullivantold
CNN.USofficials said theycould
notconfirmreportsthatU.S.intel-
ligence indicatedRussiaplanned
toinvadeonWednesday.
Sullivan said Washington

would continue sharingwhat it

learnedwiththeworldinorderto
denyMoscowthechancetostage
asurprise"falseflag"operationthat
couldbeapretextforanattack.
It would also “defend every

inch of NATO territory ... and
Russiawethinkfullyunderstands
thatmessage,"Sullivanadded in
aseparateCBSinterview.
BidenspoketohisUkrainian

counterpart Volodymyr
Zelenskiy on Sunday and they
agreed on the importance of
continuingtopursuediplomacy
and deterrence in response to
Russia’s military build-up, the
WhiteHousesaidafter thecall.
Biden told Putin in a phone

call on Saturday that theWest
wouldresponddecisively toany
invasion and such an attack
wouldharmandisolateMoscow.
Ukrainian DefenceMinister

OleksiiReznikovsaidonTwitter
that Kyiv had so far received al-

most 1,500 tonnes of ammuni-
tion from allies delivered on 17
flights, including about 180
tonnes fromtheUnitedStates.
Sullivan repeated awarning

for Americans to leave Ukraine,
after the State Department said
the US embassy’s remaining
diplomatic staff would work
fromthewesterncityof Lviv.
The Kremlin said Putin told

Biden during their call on
Saturday thatWashington had
failed to takeRussia'smain con-
cernsintoaccount,andthatithad
receivedno"substantialanswer"
onkeyelementsofitssecurityde-
mands. Putinwants guarantees
fromtheUnitedStatesandNATO
that include blockingUkraine's
entry intoNATO, refraining from
missile deployments near
Russia'sbordersandscalingback
NATO'smilitaryinfrastructurein
Europeto1997levels. REUTERS

Servicemembers takepart inmilitaryexercisesheldbythe
armedforcesofRussiaandBelarus.Reuters

MZULQERNAIN&SAJJAD
HUSSAIN
LAHORE/ISLAMABAD,FEB13

AMIDDLE-AGEDmentallychal-
lengedmanwasstonedtodeath
andhisbodyhungfromatreeby
amobforallegedlydesecratinga
religiousbookinaremotevillage
in Pakistan's Punjab province,
police said on Sunday, another
gruesome incident that has
sparkednationwideoutrage.
The incident took place in

Jungle Derawala village in
Khanewaldistrict,situated275-
km from Lahore, on Saturday
evening, where local people
gathered after their Maghrib
(evening)prayers, followingan-
nouncements that a man had
tornpagesoftheHolyQuranand
hadset themonfire.
Thoughapolice forcewasde-

ployedinthevillagebeforetheinci-
dent,themoboutnumberedthem.
Themobseizedthevictimfromthe
SHO's custodyand tiedhimtoa
tree,afterwhichhewaslynchedto
death,eyewitnessessaid.
Thevictimclaimedinnocence

but the villagers hit him with

bricksuntilhedied, theysaid.
Over 300menhadgathered

atMasjid ShahmuqeemMuaza
in Jungle Derawala village,
where they tied amiddle-aged
manwith a rope before stoning
himtodeath.Later,theyhunghis
body from a tree, police officer
MuhammadAminsaid.
Hesaidtwopolicemen,who

tried to bring the body down
from the tree, were injured
when mob began throwing
stonesat them.
According to BBCUrdu serv-

ice, the victimwas identified as
Mushtaq Ahmed, a resident of
Bara Chak village. The villagers
said that the victimwasmen-
tally challenged.
An FIR has been registered

against300people.Ofthem,85,in-
cluding15primesuspects, have
beenarrestedso farandraidsare
beingconductedtonabtheremain-
ingculprits,Punjabpolicesaid.
PrimeMinisterImranKhanon

Sunday expressed anguish over
the incidentandsaid theculprits
involved in the lynchingwill be
“dealtwith(the)fullseverityofthe
law” alongwith police officials
who"failedintheirduty”. PTI

Man stoned to death
by mob in Pak for
‘dishonouring’ Quran

85HELDFORLYNCHINGMENTALLY ILL
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AMEDICALcollege inPakistan’s
national capital has issued
Valentine’sDayguidelines to its
students,askinggirlstowearhi-
jab and boys to wear white
prayercapswhilemaintaininga
distanceof twometresfromthe
oppositesexatalltimes,accord-
ing toamedia report.

On Saturday, Islamabad
InternationalMedical College is-
suedacircularforbiddingstudents
fromparticipating inValentine’s
Day celebrations andassociated
“activitieswhichleadtheyouthto-
wardsthewrongpath,”theFriday
Timesnewspaperreported.
“All female students should

be seenwith properly-covered
heads, necks and chests with a
hijabaccordingtotheuniversity
dresscode.Allmalestudentsare
strictly ordered to wear white
prayercaps,” thecircular said.
It also warned that mem-

bers of the college staff would
be patrolling the campus to
catch students violating these
guidelines. Those violating
theserules,wouldbefinedPKR
5,000, the report said, quoting
the college circular.

Pakistan college
asks students
to wear hijab,
prayer caps

VALENTINE’SCURBSProtesters who remained at
US-Canada bridge arrested

Mexcio City:A former Sandinista
guerrillaleaderwhoonceledaraid
that helped free then rebel and
nowPresidentDanielOrtegafrom
prison has died, his family an-
nouncedSaturday, eightmonths
after Ortega’s government ar-
rested himanddozens of other
Nicaraguanoppositionleaders.
HugoTorresdiedatage73,rel-

ativessaid.Torreswasthefirstofa
largegroupofoppositionleaders
roundedupina2021crackdown
todie. Itwasunclear if his death
was hastened by conditions in
prison. He died at a hospital in
Managua,thecapital,“ofillnesses
hehad,”accordingtoastatement
bygovernmentprosecutors.
Torres was a leading com-

manderofthe1970sSandinistarev-
olutionwhobrokewithOrtega
morethan20yearsagotofoundthe
SandinistaRenovationMovement.
Torreswasoneof 46opposi-

tionfiguresandpresidentialhope-
fuls jailed byOrtega inMay and
June,toclearthewayforhisalmost
unopposed re-electiononNov.7.
Threeofhischildrenissuedastate-
ment announcing their father’s
death. Theydidnot give a cause,
andsaidthat,therewouldnopub-
licfuneralorceremony. AP

HugoTorres

TENSIONSESCALATE

Relativescarry thebodyofMushtaqAhmed,41, inTulamba,
aremotevillage inthedistrictofKhanewalonSunday.AP

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU,FEBRUARY13

CHOLENDRASHUMSHERRANAbe-
camethesecondChief Justiceof
Nepaltoface“impeachment”proce-
dureinParliamentinsevenyears
overallegationsofcorruption.Based
onearlierprecedence,CJRanahas
been“suspended”pendingfinaldis-
posalofthecase,andDipakKarki,the
seniormostjudgeintheSupreme
CourthastakenoverastheactingCJ.
Thesuddendevelopmentfol-

lowedaswiftandsecretoperation
wheresignaturesof98Members
ofParliamentbelongingtoNepali
Congress, UnifiedSocialists and
MaoistCentrewerecollectedand
submitted intheParliamentsec-
retariatinthemorning.
Thecountry’smainopposi-

tion party, Nepal Communist
PartyofNepal-UnifiedMarxist
Leninist, has called for a party
meetingonMondaywhere it is
likely todecidethe listof judges
itwants “impeached”.
Rana, however, had not an-

ticipated the sudden signature
drive against him . “We
thought the strike was affect-
ing the image of the Supreme
Courtandthebestcoursetotake
would bemoving an impeach-
ment motion,” LawMinister
Dilendra Badu said.

Hugo Torres, Nicaragua
ex-rebel leader whom
Ortega jailed, dies at 73

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,FEBRUARY13

PAKISTANPRIMEMinisterImran
Khan said on Sunday that his
country would not join any
camp inglobal politics as he as-
sertedthatIslamabad’sstrategic
directionwas to“maintain rela-
tions with everyone”, amid
mountingtensionsbetweenthe
USandRussia overUkraine and
increasingSino-USrivalry.
“We do not want to be in a

positionthatimpliesasifweare
a part of a certain camp,” Prime
Minister Khan saidwhile inter-
acting with journalists, former
diplomats and representatives
of think-tanks in Islamabad.
Khan also rejected the im-

pression that Pakistan was
more inclined towards China
thananyother country, saying
the country’s strategic direc-
tionwas to “maintain relations
with everyone”.
Toaquestion,theprimemin-

ister said that he believed that
Rawalpindi - the Headquarters
of the powerful army, which
has ruled Pakistan for more
than half of its 74 plus years of
existence ,wasalsoclearabout
Pakistan’s strategic position. It
is not for the first time that
Khan has said that he would
not follow the US and China in
case of a newColdWar. PTI

US: Russiamay cook up
pretext toattackUkraine

Pak won’t join
any camp in
global politics,
says PM Imran

Chief Justice
of Nepal faces
impeachment
motion

PEGASUSROW

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
JERUSALEM, FEBRUARY13

PROSECUTORS IN thehigh-pro-
filecorruptioncaseagainstformer
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said on Sunday that
policehavefoundnounlawfuluse
ofphonesurveillancetechnology
againstwitnessesinthetrial.
Thestateattorney’sresponse

tothecourtcameaweekafteran
Israelinewspaperreportalleged
thatpoliceusedspywaretohack
thephonesofnumerousformer
ministry directors, mayors, and
protest leaders. Among the al-
leged targets were a key state
witness in the trial against
Netanyahuandsomeof the for-
merprimeminister’scloseaides.
The prosecutor’s office told

theJerusalemDistrictCourtthat
police officials who looked into
thematterdidnotfindanycases
of surveillancewithout a court
order in the three corruption
cases involvingNetanyahu.
It asked the court for addi-

tional time for a probe con-
ductedbytheattorneygeneral’s
office to investigate the allega-
tionsmorecomprehensivelybe-
fore responding.

Israeli business newspaper
Calcalistfirstreportedthatpolice
had illegally used Israel’s NSO
Group’s spyware Pegasus,
prompting a high-level investi-
gation and halting the opposi-
tion leader’s corruption trial.
Netanyahu is on trial for al-

leged fraud, breach of trust and
accepting bribes in three sepa-
rate cases. The witness whose
phonewas reportedly hacked,
Shlomo Filber, was set to testify
lastweekwhen the storybroke.
The court canceled hearings in
the trial lastweektoallowpros-
ecutorstimetorespondtoclaims
about the alleged hacking of
Netanyahu’sassociates’phones.

Lawyers in Netanyahu
trial say no illegal
phone taps found

NSOhasdeniedwrongdoing
amidreportsofprivacy
violationsbygovernment
clientsusingPegasus.Reuters

THENEWYORKTIMES
FEBRUARY13

THE CANADIAN police in
Windsor,Ontario,beganmaking
arrestsonSundaymorningnear
theAmbassadorBridge,clearing
aroadwaytoavitalbordercross-
ingtotheUSandoneofthemost
visible sites of an anti-govern-
ment protest movement that
has roiledCanada forweeks.
Forthemoment,thebridgere-

mainedclosed,buttheauthorities
suggestedthatmightsoonchange.
“Today,ournationaleconomic

crisis at theAmbassador bridge
came to an end,” themayor of
Windsor, DrewDilkens, said on
Sunday.“Bordercrossingswillre-
openwhenitissafetodosoandI
defer topolice andborder agen-
ciestomakethatdetermination.
Earlier in theday,hundredsof

uniformed police officers ap-
proached theprotesters, someof
whom had left their vehicles
parkedat intersections leadingto
thebridge.Aphalanxofpoliceoffi-
cerswarned theprotesters they
wouldbechargedwithcriminal
mischief,beforeclosinginthesmall
crowdandmakingarrests.A tow
truckwasusedtoremovedapair
of parkedpickup trucksblocking
theapproachtothebridge.
“Therewillbezerotolerance

for illegal activity,” theWindsor

Policewarned inastatement.
The authorities also urged

membersofthepublictoavoidthe
area—butatleastsomeappeared
tohaveother ideas.OnSunday, a
Facebook group supporting the
protesters issued “urgent an-
nouncements” callingonpeople
tomaketheirwaytothebridge.
InameetingonSaturday,Prime

Minister JustinTrudeau“stressed
thatbordercrossingscannot,and
willnot,remainclosed,andthatall
optionsremainonthetable,”asper
agovernmentstatement.
MayorDilkens,too,saidSunday

thatsomelinescouldnotbecrossed.
“Canadaisnationthatbelievesinthe
righttofreedomofspeechandex-
pression,”hesaid,“butwearealso
boundbytheruleoflaw.”

Aprotesterwasarrestedaspoliceremovetruckersand
supportersafteracourt injunction inWindsor.AP

Paris:AconvoyprotestingCovid-
19restrictionsbreachedpolicede-
fencesanddroveintocentralParis
on Saturday, snarling traffic
aroundtheArcdeTriompheand
on theChampsElysees, aspolice
fired tear gas at demonstrators.
Protestersincars,campervansand
tractors had converged on Paris
from Lille, Perpignan, Nice and
othercitieslateonFriday,despite
warnings fromParis authorities
that theywould be barred from
entering the capital. Police said
that theyhadarrested54people,
handed out 337 fines by and
stopped500vehiclestryingtoget
intoParisinthemorning.REUTERS

FRENCHPROTEST CONVOY
DEFIES STAY-AWAYORDER

Donetsk: US staff at the
OrganisationforSecurityand
CooperationinEurope(OSCE)
startedtoleavetherebel-held
city of Donetsk in eastern
UkraineonSunday,aReuters
journalistsaid,amidfearsofa
possible Russian invasion.
Several armoured carswith
theOSCE's logowere loaded
withsuitcasesandseen leav-
ingthemission'sheadquarters
earlyonSunday.TheOSCEdid
not respond to a request for
comment. TheUnitedStates
and its allies have urged
their citizens to leave
Ukraine right away to avoid
the threat of aRussian inva-
sion,sayinganattackcouldoc-
curatanytime. REUTERS

U.S. BEGINSOSCE
STAFF PULLOUT
FROMEASTUKRAINE

UKRAINE LEADER
SEEKS PROOFONNEW
INVASIONWARNINGS

VICTIM’S MOTHER ENDED A PRAYER WITH A PLEA ‘PLEASE HELP PENNSYLVANIA POLICE FIND MAN WHO HURT MY GIRL’

After nearly 58 years, Pennsylvania police solve killing of 9-yr-old

New Delhi
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Market Watch
9 OFTOP-10 COS SEE FALL INM-CAP
New Delhi: Nine of the 10 most valued companies together lost
`1,03,532.08 crore in market capitalisation (m-cap) last week, with
TCS emerging as the worst loser with `44,037.2 crore. RIL was the
only gainer in the top-10 pack, with `30,474.79 crore rise in m-cap. PTI

INTERVIEWWITHFORMERGOVERNOR,RESERVEBANKOF INDIA

FOREIGNPORTFOLIOinvestment
outflowsinthewakeoftheUSFed
tightening are unlikely to cause
anymacro instability because
India’s external sector today is a
lotstrongerthanin2013,saysfor-
mer Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
GovernorDUVVURI SUBBARAO.
In a conversationwithGEORGE
MATHEW,Subbarao—whowas
theUnion Finance Secretary be-
forebecoming theRBIGovernor
—spokeabouttheRBIprioritising
growthoverinflation,needforjob
intensive growth, risks to the
economyandthemanufacturing
push.He also says thedigital ru-
pee is unlikely to be a
gamechanger.Editedexcerpts:

RBIhasprioritisedgrowth
overinflation.Doyouthink
thecentralbankrisksfalling
behindthecurve?
Balancing between growth

andinflationisalwaysachallenge
formonetarypolicy,andismuch
more so inuncertain times such
asnow.Goingforward,therewill
beupwardpressure on inflation
because of higher commodity
prices,particularlyofcrude...skirt-
ingaround$90/barrel,firmspass-
ing on input price pressures to
outputprices,hardenedinflation
expectationsandtheservicessec-
torreopening.Ontheotherhand,
RBIseemstohavefactoredinsig-
nificanteasingofsupplysidebot-
tlenecksandagoodRabiharvest
in its inflation estimates. RBI has
judgedthattheongoingrecovery
isstill incompleteandneedspol-
icysupport.Shouldtherealecon-
omyconditionsevolvecontraryto
these calculations, I amsure the
RBI will act swiftly to make a
coursecorrection.

Whatwillbetheimpactofthe
USFedtighteningonIndia?
Tapertantrums2.0?
Therewill certainly be taper

butpossiblynotantrums.TheFed
is expected to raise rates faster
than earlier thought because of
risinginflationintheUS.Inrespo-
nse,capitalinflowsintoemerging
marketssuchasIndiawhichcame
insearchofquickreturnswillexit.
Someexit has in fact already

happened. Nevertheless, these
outflowsareunlikelytocauseany
macroinstabilitybecauseourex-
ternalsectortodayisalotstronger
than in2013. There is nohidden
pressure in the exchange rate.
Notwithstanding its recent
widening, the current account is
still within safe limits and our
forex reserves are plentiful.
Besides,relativelystableflowslike
FDI andNRI deposits have been
steady.Thereis,ofcourse,needfor
cautionbutnoneedforanxiety.

TheFinanceMinistersaidthat
theRBIwillissueadigital
rupeenextyear.Doyouthink
thatwillbeagamechanger?
Theshortanswer:no.Central

bankdigital currencies (CBDCs)
arestilllargelyunchartedterritory.
Onlyaboutahalfdozencountries,
all relatively small economies,
haveissuedCBDCssofar.So,there
isnotmuchexperiencetofallback
on. I find it curious thatmost ad-
vanced economies are still cir-
cumspect about CBDCs, while
emerging economies like India
and China aremoving forward
briskly.Evidently,themotivations
for them are different. I think
emergingmarkets in particular
are driven by fear and opportu-
nity... fearthat intheabsenceofa
CBDC, theirmonetaryandfinan-
cialstabilitywillbethreatenedby

somecredibleprivatecryptocur-
rency issued by a technology
companysuchasFacebook,forex-
ample.Theyalsoseeanopportu-
nityinCBDCsofreducingthecost
of printing anddistributing cur-
rency.Thebottom-line though is
this:forpeoplewhohavealready
shifted toUPI-basedpayments, I
don’t believe the arrival of the e-
rupeewill inanywaychangethe
userexperience.

Whatarethenear-termrisks
totheeconomy?
AnotherCovidwave isanob-

viousrisk.Globalrecoverygetting
off trackorthegeopoliticalsitua-
tiondeterioratingaretwobigex-
ternalrisks.Onthedomesticfront,
risinginflationandslippingupon
execution of themassive public
investment,especiallyatthestate
level,aretwoprominentrisks.Any
self-doubtonthepartof thegov-
ernment in implementing re-
forms, particularly privatisation,
willalsodentinvestorconfidence.

HowdoyoulookattheUnion
Budgettakingintoaccountthe
bigpushincapexandhigher
governmentborrowings?
TheFinanceMinisterhaddif-

ficultchoicestomakegivenhuge
spending pressures and limited
resources. In theevent, shedeci-
dedtoborrowandspendmoreon
capex.Thiswillnotonlygenerate
growthintheshort-termbutalso
build a base for stronger growth
in the future. Sinceweare at last
seeingsomelightattheendofthe
tunnel of the twinbalance sheet
problem, thehope andexpecta-
tionisthatpublicinvestmentwill
‘crowdin’privateinvestmentand
put the economy on a virtuous
growthcycle.Butrampingupex-
ecution,whichhasbeenourmain
weakness,willbekey.

ButtheFinanceMinisterhas
beencriticisedfornot
stimulatingconsumption.
Indeedyes. ButBudget-mak-

ing is all aboutprioritisation. It is
truethatmillionsofpeoplearestill
indistress.ButeveniftheFMputs
moneyintheirhands,it’sunlikely
that they would have spent it
given how uncertain they feel
about their near- andmedium-
term future.What theywant is
not doles, but regular incomes
throughsteadyjobs.

DoyouthinktheFMhasdone
enoughforjobsintheBudget?

The sizeable public invest-
ment, especially in construction,
andtheprivateinvestmentitwill
stimulate, will of course create
jobs. But the question is: is that
enoughgiventheenormityofthe
jobscrisis?Jobshavebeenlostbe-
cause of growth slowdown, but
alsobecauseof the shift in activ-
ity from the labour-intensive in-
formal sector to capital intensive
formal sector.Weneed not just
growth,butjobintensivegrowth.

Areyousuggestingemphasis
onmanufacturing?
Certainly. The services sector

canhelp,butIdon’tbelieveitcan
create low-end jobs in thenum-
bersweneed.We import nearly
$100-billion of manufactures
fromChina. That itself suggests
theopportunity for creating jobs
athomebyexpandingmanufac-
turing.Thishas tohappennotby
importrestrictionsbutbyimprov-
ingour competitiveness. ThePLI
schemehas thepotential to cre-
atejobs,directlyofcourse,butalso
indirectly through forward and
backward linkageswithMSMEs
whicharejobintensive.
Implementing structural and

governance reforms tomakePLI
ahappyexperience for investors
should receivemuchgreater at-
tention. Export production too is
labour intensive andweneed to
roll back tariffs soas tomakeour
exportscompetitive.

Returningtothesizeof
governmentborrowing,the
FinanceSecretarysaidrating
agenciesareadoptingdouble
standardsbetween
developedcountriesand
emergingmarkets.
Forsure, ratingagencieshave

double standards. Theclassicex-
ampleofthisisthatintherun-up
totheAsianCrisisinthelate1990s,
Australia and the east Asian
economies had similar build-up
ofpressures.Themarketsallowed
Australia tomake a smooth ad-
justmentandavertacrisis,butde-
niedasimilaraccommodationto
theAsianeconomiesand landed
theminadevastatingcrisis.
The reality is that emerging

economieshave to livewith rat-
ingagencies,nomatter that they
are biased, simply because they
are influential in shapingmarket
perceptions. Rich countries get
away with softer ratings even
thoughtheirfiscalparametersare
worsethanoursbecausethey is-
suedebtincurrenciesthatothers
crave.Weknowfromexperience
thatmarketsandratingagencies
are less forgiving of excesses by
emergingmarketssuchasIndia.

Doyouthinkourdebt-GDP
ratioistoohigh?
Nomatter the fiscal compul-

sions,we can’t afford to takeour
eyeoff thedebtlevel.Higherbor-
rowings and lower GDP have
pushed up the debt-GDP ratio
closeto90percentofGDP.Asare-
sult, interest payments have
grown to become the single
largest itemof expenditure and
eat upmore than 40per cent of
revenues, leaving thatmuch less
for spendingongrowthenhanc-
ingsectors likeeducation,health
and infrastructure. The hope is
that debtwill pay for itself since
thespendingfinancedbydebtwill
leadtohighergrowth.Thatistrue
inamathematicalsensebutisnot
inevitable. That’s why much
greaterfocusisneedednotjuston
thequantumof public expendi-
turebutalsoitsquality.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY13

CHITRARAMKRISHNA,whowas
theMDandCEOof theNational
StockExchange(NSE),wasguided
by a faceless conman “Siddha
Purusha/Yogi”, a Paramahansa
whomaybe largely dwelling in
the Himalayan ranges, for 20
years,saysanorderissuedbymar-
ketregulatorSebionFriday.
Thefaceless‘Yogi’wasrespon-

sible for the appointment of
AnandSubramanianasgroupop-
eratingofficer andadvisor to the
MD,whowas not known in the
industry. Subramanianwas al-
legedly an accomplicewith the
unknownperson (faceless Yogi)

who influenced the decision of
Ramkrishnaandtherebybenefit-
ting himself by being re-desig-
natedas‘GroupOperatingOfficer
andAdvisortoMD’andhavingthe
compensationbeingpaid tohim
increase substantially each year,
upontheadviceof theunknown

person to Ramkrishna, said the
SebiordersignedbyWhole-time
MemberAnantaBarua.
Subramanian, in his state-

mentsdatedSeptember12,2018,
alsostatedheknewtheunknown
person—Yogi— for the past 22
years.“Hiscosttocompanyisnot
less thanRs 5 crore. Chitra is to-
tallydependentonSubramanian
anddoesnotdoanythingwithout
hisconsultation,”Sebisaid.
AspertheSebiorder,Ramkris-

hna,whoquitinDecember2016,
sharedcertaininternalconfiden-
tial information of NSEwith an
unknownpersonby addressing
hercorrespondencetoanemailid
rigyajursama@outlook.comfrom
2014to2016. Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

MEITY INTALKSWITHLABOURMINISTRYFORON-SITESTAFFHOUSINGPLAN

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY13

THEMINISTRYofElectronicsand
InformationTechnology (MeitY)
is likelytotarget2024forthefor-
malopeningofthecountry’sfirst
semiconductor fabrication unit,
seniorgovernmentofficialssaid.
Theministryplanstoapprove

theapplicationofat leastonebig
globalsemiconductorfabrication
company beforeMarch 31 and
givethewinningbidder700-750
daystocompletetheconstruction
of thenewunit.
Anofficialsaidapartfromthe

main factory unit, a plan for on-
sitehousingofallemployeesmay
alsobeapproved.
“We have actively engaged

with all the leading companies
over the last two months. We
reachedouttoAppleandotherbig

companies such as Samsung to
understand how they operate
theirmega-factories across the
world.Wewillbebringing those
learningstoIndia,”oneoftheoffi-
cialsaid,askingnottobenamed.
SeniorofficialsfromtheMeitY

have,overthelastfewweeks,also
metofficialsfromtheLabourMin-
istry to understand and finalise
thechangeinregulationsneeded
to approve factories where
40,000-1,00,000peoplecanwork
andliveinthesamepremises.
“Owingtothesafetyhazards,

so far this has not been allowed
where employees live in close
proximity to the factories.We
have had discussionswith the
LabourMinistry. The necessary
changes arepossiblewith a sim-
ple administrative action from
them (Labour Ministry). They
haveassuredusthattheywilllook
intochangingtherulesandregu-

lationsoreventhelawifneeded,”
anotherofficialsaid.
For the housing on campus

plan, theMeitYhashadmeeting
with a fewstates likeKarnataka,
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu,Maharashtra,andMadhya
Pradesh. Initially, anyonefactory
fromone of these stateswill be
chosentorunapilotof thehous-
ing on campus plan, one of the
ministryofficialssaid.
Last December, the Cabinet

had approved aRs 76,000-crore
plan for semiconductor anddis-
playmanufacturingecosystemin
thecountry.Asapartof theplan,
theCentrehas linedupincentive
support for companies engaged
insiliconsemiconductorfabs,dis-
play fabs, compound semicon-
ductors,siliconphotonics,sensors
fabs, semiconductor packaging
andsemiconductordesign.
Asapartofthescheme,forset-

tingupofsiliconcomplementary
metal oxide semiconductor, fab-
rication units thatmanufacture

technologynodeof 28nanome-
tre(nm)orlowerwillgetupto50
per centof theproject cost as in-
centive,whileforabove28nmbut
upto45nm, theCentrewillpro-
vide40percentof theunitcost.
Thegovernment’smovetoin-

centivise the settingupof semi-
conductor fabrication units as-
sumessignificanceatatimewhen
thereisaglobalshortageofsemi-
conductor products and large
chipmakerslikeIntel,TSMC,Texas
Instruments, etc are looking to
addcapacity. In India, Tatagroup
hasexpressedplans to foray into
semiconductormanufacturing.
Aspergovernmentestimates,

electronicchipsworthRs1.1lakh
crorewereconsumedinthecoun-
try during 2020. All of this de-
mandwasmet through imports
since the countrydoesnothave,
at present, have any electronic
chipmanufacturingunits.

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY13

STATESHAVE raised apprehen-
sionsabout therise incapital ex-
penditure(capex)proposalsout-
lined in the FY23UnionBudget.
TheBudgethasproposedahikein
capexby24.47per cent toRs7.5
lakhcrore,againsttheRevisedEst-
imate for 2021-22at Rs6,02,711
crore.Somestates,however,claim
this has comeat the cost of a re-
ductioningrantstostates.

HikeincapexinBudget
The capex for FY23has been

pegged at Rs 7.5 lakh crore. Tog-
etherwith grants-in-aid for cre-
ationof capital assets (including
MGNREGAworks), the effective
capital expenditure for the next
year is budgetedatRs10.67 lakh
crore, 27per centmore than the
REofFY22atRs8.40lakhcrore.
This expenditurehike comes

alongwithanincreaseinthestate
borrowing limit to 4 per cent of
theGSDP.Stateshavealsobeenal-
lowed toborrowup toRs 1 lakh
crore through 50-year interest-
free loanstomakecapital invest-
ments. For FY22, theCentre had
allowed states an additional Rs
15,000 crore for capital invest-
ment under a similarwindow.
Over the course of the next 12
months,suchgovernmentspend-
ingmay crowd in private sector
investmentandhelpcreatejobs.
TheCentrehadalsomadepro-

visionof over Rs 2 lakh crore for

statesandautonomousbodiesto-
wards their capex. TheNational
InfrastructurePipeline (NIP)was
launched in2020withprojected
infrastructure investment of
aroundRs 111 lakh crore during
FY2020-2025tobuildinfrastruc-
ture across the country.NIPwas
launchedwith6,835projects,and
laterexpandedtoover9,000proj-
ectscovering34sub-sectors.

Concernsflaggedbystates
SomeOpposition-ruledstates

have raised concerns about the
enhanced capexallocation com-
ing at the cost of a reduction in
grants-in-aid, revenue deficit
grants,subsidiesforfood,fertiliser,
fuelandallocationforMGNREGA.
“WhilePOORhaveDOUBLED

in one year to 134 MILLION,
Budget CUT FOOD SUBSIDY BY
28%,CUT100-days-workby25%,
SocialServicesCUT(as%GDP),Agri

CUT(%GDP),HealthCUT(%GDP).
RUTHLESSLYANTI-POORBUD-
GET&ZERO forMIDDLECLASS -
onlysellingPIE-in-theSKY&spin-
ningaMIRAGE,”AmitMitra,Prin-
cipalChiefAdvisortoWestBengal
ChiefMinisterhadtweeted.
The issuehasbeenseenwith

the transfer of spendingonvari-
ousgrantsandschemestotheRs
1-lakh-crore interest-fire long-
termloan to states. “This accom-
plishes the triple-magic of con-
verting grants to loans, revenue
spending to capital investment,
andshowinganeye-watering35
percentyear-on-year increasein
capitalinvestments,”TamilNadu’s
FinanceMinisterPalanivelThiaga
Rajansaid.
Anotherstategovernmentof-

ficial said that the increase in
capex ismerely an accounting
trick, even including the debt of
AirIndia.“Sofar,themoneygiven
tostatesforvariousschemeswas
intheformofgrants.Therevised
estimateshave reduced theallo-
cationforgrantsandschemesand
theyhavebeen labelled as inter-
est-freeloans.Thisisawaytokeep
the revenuedeficit in check and
showahigher capex,” a govern-
mentofficial fromKeralasaid.
In the Union Budget for

2022-23, the government allo-
catedanadditionalRs51,971crore
towards the settlement of out-
standingguaranteed liabilitiesof
Air India and its other “sundry
commitments”.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

BRIEFLY
Aramcoshares
NewDelhi:SaudiArabiahas
transferred 4% of Saudi
Aramco sharesworth $80
billiontothekingdom’ssov-
ereignwealthfund,thegov-
ernmentsaid. REUTERS

IL&FSdebt
NewDelhi: IL&FSgroupwill
resolvedebtof`55,000crore
byMarch 2022, the com-
pany’sboardsaid inanaffi-
davitfiledbeforeNCLAT.

CIIonexports
NewDelhi: India needs to
adopt amultidimensional
approach to takemerchan-
diseexportsto$1trillionby
2030,aCIIreportsaid. PTI

KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY13

THE CENTRAL Consumer
ProtectionAuthority (CCPA)
hasdirectedGlaxoSmithKline
(GSK) ConsumerHealthcare
todiscontinueadvertisements
for Sensodyne products de-
picting foreign dentists en-
dorsingtheproduct.
The regulator has alsoor-

dered further investigation
intootherclaimsregardingthe
product made by the com-
panyinitsads.

WhyhasGSKbeenaskedto
discontinuecertain
advertisementsfor
Sensodyne?
The CCPA

foundthatcertain
adsforSensodyne
products broad-
cast on TV,
YouTube,
Facebook and
Twitter showed
UK-baseddentists
recommending Sensodyne
products.
DentistspractisinginIndia

arenotpermitted to endorse
anydrugorproductof thein-
dustry publically under the
Revised Dentists (Code Of
Ethics)Regulations2014.
TheCCPAheldthattheuse

of UK-baseddentists byGSK
to endorse its products “was
anattempttocircumvent the
law” as applicable to Indian
dentists andgive the impres-
sionthatpractisingdentistsin
theUKarerecommendingits
product. It ordered that the
companydiscontinue all ad-
vertisements for Sensodyne
products in India featuring
“dentists practicing outside
India endorsing the product

within 7 days” of its order
datedJanuary27,2022.
“Since dentists who are

medical professionals quali-
fied for treatingdentalhealth
issues canbe seen in the ad-
vertisementappreciating,rec-
ommending and suggesting
theuseoftheproduct,thead-
vertisement gives the con-
sumeranindubitableimpres-
sion that if consumersdonot
buy the product they are ig-
noringtheadviceofadentist”,
theregulatornotedinitsorder.

Whatother
actioncould
GSKpotentially
face?
TheCCPAalso

ordered a probe
into claimsmade
by Sensodyne in
its advertise-

ments that the productwas
“recommended by dentists
worldwide”, “world’s no. 1
sensitivity toothpaste” and
that it provides “clinically
provenrelief,worksin60sec-
onds”.UnderSection21ofthe
Consumer Protection Act,
2019,GSKcould facea fineof
uptoRs10lakhandaprohibi-
tion from advertising any
product and service for up to
oneyear,iftheCCPAfindsthat
the companyhas indulged in
misleadingadvertising.
The CCPAhad initiated a

suomoto action against spe-
cific advertisements of
Sensodyneproducts in India
featuring foreigndoctors and
issuedashowcausenoticeto
GSKinMarch2021.

SECTORWATCH
CONSUMERPROTECTION

■Somestatesruledby
Oppositionparties
raisedconcernsabout
enhancedcapex
allocationcomingat
thecostof fall in
grants-in-aid,revenue
deficitgrants,subsidies
forfood, fertiliser, fuel
andallocationfor
MGNREGA

OPPOSITION-RULED
STATES’CONCERNS

‘Attempt to
circumvent law’:
How Sensodyne ad
put GSK in trouble

‘RBI’s G-Secs holdingmay
rise by `2 lakh cr next fiscal’
Given the Centre’s record borrowing plan of `14.3 lakh
crore for FY23, the RBI will have to find buyers for at least
`2 lakh crore, according to an SBI Research report

Government securities
(G-secs)maturing by2061
areworth `80.8 lakh crore as
of end of January. Of this:

■ 37.8%held by banks

■ 24.2%by insurers

■ 17%held byReserveBank
of India (RBI)

Foreignownership ofG-secs
are a paltry 1.9%. This is the
lowest among India’s peers,
compared to:

■ 44.5% inBrazil

■ 41.1% inMexico

■ 35% inSouthAfrica

■ 10.5% inChina

TheBudget seeks topayback
`3.1 lakh crore next fiscal

With `80.8 lakh crore
outstanding government
bonds, RBI is their
second-largest holder of them,
after financial institutions

Source: SBI Research/PTI

AMIDGLOBAL
SHORTAGE

■TheCentre’smoveto
incentivisesettingupof
semiconductor
fabricationunits
assumessignificanceat
a timewhenthere isa
global shortageof
semiconductorproducts

Reuters file

Nodtoat leastoneglobalchipmaker
byMar31;2024target for first fabunit

TheCCPAinitiated
actionagainstsome
adsof Sensodyne

How a faceless conman ‘Yogi’
guided ex-NSE MD for 20 years

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY13

STATE BANK of India (SBI) on
Sunday saidABGShipyard Ltd is
presentlyundergoing“liquidation
under anNCLT driven process”
and therewasno“effort todelay
theprocess”atanypointof time.
Theaccounthasbeendeclareda
fraudinvolvingRs22,842crore.
Although ICICI Bankwas the

leadlenderintheconsortiumand
IDBIBankwasthesecondlead, it
waspreferred that SBI being the
largest PSB lender, lodges the
complaintwithCBI,SBIsaid.“The
firstcomplaintwasfiledwithCBI
inNov2019.Therewasacontinu-
ousengagementbetweenCBIand
banks and further information
wasgettingexchanged,”itadded.

According to SBI, the circum-
stancesofthefraud,aswellasCBI
requirements,werefurtherdelib-
erated inthevariousmeetingsof
jointlendersandafreshandcom-
prehensivesecondcomplaintwas
filed inDecember 2020. The ac-
countispresentlyundergoingliq-
uidationunderanNCLT(National
Company LawTribunal) driven
process,thestate-runbankadded.
The accountwas initially re-

structuredundertheCDRmech-
anism in March 2014 by all
lenders.However,astheshipping
industry was going through a
downturn, oneof theworst ever

seen, theoperations of the com-
panycouldnotrevive,SBIsaid.
Astherestructuringfailed,the

accountwasclassifiedasnon-per-
forming asset (NPA) in July 2016
with backdated effect from
November30,2013.E&Ywasap-
pointed the forensic auditor by
lenders inApril 2018, and it sub-
mitteditsreportonJanuary2019.
“E&Yreportwasplacedbefore

the fraud identification commit-
teeof18 lenders in2019.Fraudis
mainly attributed todiversionof
funds, misappropriation and
criminalbreachoftrust,”SBIsaid.
Afraudisdeclaredonthebasis

of forensic audit report findings,
which are discussed thoroughly
in joint lenders meetings.
Typically,whenfraudisdeclared,
an initial complaint is preferred
withCBI, andbasedon their en-

quiries further information is
gathered,SBIsaid.
Inafewcases,whensubstan-

tialadditionalinformationisgath-
ered,asecondcomplaintincorpo-
ratingfullandcompletedetails is
filedwhichformsthebasisforthe
FIR.“Atnopointintime,therewas
anyefforttodelaytheprocess.The
lender’s forumdiligently follows
throughwithCBIinallsuchcases,”
thebanksaid.
Incorporated onMarch 15,

1985,ABGShipyardhadbanking
arrangements since2001. Itwas
financed under consortium
arrangementbyover twodozen
lenders, ledby ICICIBank.Dueto
poor performance, the account
becameanNPAonNovember30,
2013. Several effortsweremade
torevivethecompanyoperations
butcouldnotsucceed,SBIsaid.

ChitraRamkrishna, former
MDandCEOofNSE. File

Not all states enthused: Grants
make way for Budget capex push

“I find itcuriousthat
mostadvanced
economiesarestill
circumspectabout
CBDCs,while
emerging
economies like
IndiaandChina
aremoving
forwardbriskly”

DUVVURISUBBARAO

‘There will be upward
pressure on inflation because
of high commodity prices’

File

UNDERLIQUIDATION,ACCOUNTHASBEENDECLAREDAFRAUD INVOLVING`22,842CRORE

No effort to delay ABG Shipyard case: SBI
FirstcomplaintwithCBI
filedinNov2019,second
inDec2020,saysbank

New Delhi
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SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,FEBRUARY13

FORTHE INDIANPremier League franchises,
left-armfastbowlersremainprizedassetsand
thetwo-dayauctionattestedthat.TrentBoult
goingtoRajasthanRoyalsforRs8croredidn’t
offeranysurprise,fortheKiwiisaworld-class
operator. But B-listers like Khaleel Ahmed,
ChetanSakariyaandJaydevUnadkat,too,en-
joyedbigpaydays.
Another interestingaspectof theauction

was a change in the franchises’ thought
processasregardstopickingspinners.Multi-
skilledcricketersgotbigmoney,be it Punjab
Kings forking out Rs 11.5 crore for Liam
Livingstone andRs 6 crore forOdean Smith,
or the franchisespendingRs2crore for India
U-19 all-rounder Raj Bawa.Mumbai Indians
snappingupthe injured JofraArcher forRs8
croredidraiseeyebrows,astheEnglandpace-
manisunlikelytoplayinthe2022edition.

WhydidMIgoall-outfortheinjured
Archer?
Several eyebrowswere raisedwhen the

England fast bowlermadea late entry to the
auctionpool.Fornearlyayearnow,Archerhas-
n’t played any cricket and according to the
EnglandandWalesCricketBoard,isstill“inthe
finalstages”ofhisrecoveryfromanelbowsur-
gery. The26-year-old listedhimself at a base
priceofRs2croreandwenttoMIforRs8crore

aftera three-waybiddingwar. This isdespite
theBCCIriderthatareplacementwouldn’tbe
allowedforhimif theplayermisses the2022
seasonduetohisinjury.Twitterwentberserk
at the possibility of Archer pairing upwith
JaspritBumrah,butthefastbowlerhimselfre-
actedwithaneye-poppingemoji.
ForMI’spart,clearlythiswasaninvestment

for the future,which champion
teamssometimesmake.Todraw
a football analogy, this offered a
throwbacktoformerManchester
Unitedmanager Alex Ferguson
waiting for a year for Ruud van
Nistelrooy to recover froman in-
jured knee after agreeing an
£18.5milliontransferfeewithPSV
Eindhoven in 2000. TymalMills
for Rs 1.5 crorewasMI’s adequate cover for
Archerthisseason.

Whydoteamscovetleft-armquicks?
There aren’tmany quality left-arm fast

bowlersaroundandinamegaauctioninvolv-
ing 10 teams, demand far exceeded supply.
“There’smoredemandthansupplyandthere
arechallengesbecauseof 10teams.Theauc-
tion dynamics are very different,” Punjab
KingsheadcoachAnilKumbletoldreporters.
Khaleel last played for India two-and-a-

half yearsago.HisT20economyrate isnorth
of eight, but after intense bidding, Delhi
CapitalsbaggedhimforRs5.25crore.Unadkat
tookfourwicketsfromsixgamesinlastyear’s

IPL. His last game for Indiawas in 2018.MI
picked him for Rs 1.3 crore on Sunday.
Sakariya, still verymuch awork in progress,
wenttoDCforRs4.2crore.
Left-armquicksarecovetedbecauseofthe

unpredictability theyoffer.Bowlingwith the
newball, theypromptbatsmentoopentheir
stanceabitbecauseofthenaturalanglewhich

takes the ball away from the
right-hander. A left-arm fast
bowlerwith the ability to bring
the ball into the batsman be-
comes even more difficult to
counterduetotheguessing fac-
tor.
Withtheoldball,whenthey

come around thewicket, they
canmake the ball straighten af-

terpitching.Also, in the shorter formats, fast
bowlers usewide yorkers a lot in the slog
overs. From that point of view, a left-arm
seamergetsanadvantagetotargetthetram-
line,bowlingfromoverthewicket.

WhydidLivingstone’svalueskyrocket?
The 28-year-old fromLancashire played

just fivematchesforRajasthanRoyalsduring
thesecondphaseoftheIPLlastyear,scoring42
runs.AttheT20WorldCup,hescored46runs
insixgamesforEngland.Livingstonewasthe
highestrun-getter (348) inTheHundredlast
season andhit sixes for fun, 27 in total. He is
widely considered tobeoneof themost tal-
ented young England batsmen, but

Livingstonewouldn’t have gotmuchmoney
if heweren’tmulti-skilled.Hehas theability
to bowl leg-breaks to right-handers andoff-
breaks to lefties. Five franchises bid for him
andPunjab looked determined to rope him
in, ostensibly to use the player as an all-
rounder. Livingstone is also an outstanding
fielder.Atanauctionthatfellformulti-skilled
cricketers,hewasintherightplaceattheright
time.Livingstone’s compatriotDawidMalan
went unsold in the first rounddespite being
amongthetopfiveT20Ibatsmenintheworld.
Franchisesweren’tinterestedinaspecialist,a
top-orderoverseasbatsman.

Smithbowledeconomicallyandtookfour
wicketsintherecentIndiaversusWestIndies
ODIseries.TheCaribbeanall-roundershowed
his batting pyrotechnicswhen he laid into
KuldeepYadavinthefinalODI.“Wehavebeen
trackingtheplayersforawhile,”Kumblesaid.
Atallyof252runsandninewicketsatthe

U-19World Cup, especially hisMan-of-the-
Matchperformanceinthefinal–5/31and35
runsunderpressure–did the trick forBawa,
atatimewhenIndiancricketiscryingoutfor
agenuineseam-bowlingall-rounder.

Whyisthereadeclineinmystery
spinners’value?
In T20 cricket,wrist-spinners are always

themostsought-afterplayersbecauseoftheir
ability to takewickets in themiddle overs.
Littlewonderthenthatleg-spinnerswentbig
– Royal Challengers Bangalore getting
Wanindu Hasaranga for Rs 10.75 crore,
RajasthanRoyalspocketingYuzvendraChahal
forRs6.5crore,PunjabspendingRs5.25crore
for Rahul Chahar andGujarat Titans splurg-
ingRs9croreforall-rounderRahulTewatia.
Conventional off-spinnerswho can bat

becameexpensive,likeSunrisersHyderabad
buyingWashingtonSundarforRs8.75crore.
But the so-calledmystery spinnersweren’t
indemand.
KGowtham’svaluedroppedfromRs9.25

crorewith Chennai Super Kings last year to
Rs 90 lakh for Lucknow Super Giants on
Sunday.KCCariappa,whowasaRs2.4-crore

buyforKolkataKnightRidersatthe2015auc-
tion,wassoldtoRoyalsforRs30lakhthistime
around.
With teams relying heavily on analysts,

there’s no longer anymystery left. Varun
Chakravarthywas the only Indianmystery
spinnertogetagoodvalueatthisIPL,retained
byKKRforRs8crore.Varun’smysteryspinhas
worked for the franchise, although the 30-
year-oldwasfoundoutatinternational level,
asBabarAzamunlockedhissecretattheT20
WorldCuplastyear.

Whydidn’tMorgansparkinterest?
England’s captain fantasticwent unsold

during the first round on Sunday.Morgan
mastermindedKKR’s revival during the sec-
ondphase of the IPL last year. But as a bats-
man, he had an average tournament – 133
runsin17games.Thisyear,KKRhavebroken
thebankforShreyasIyerandheisconsidered
tobeacaptaincycandidate.
Iyer is still verymuch awork in progress

asa leader.But themajorityof the franchises
thesedayspickcaptainswhooffergoodcom-
mercialvalue,givingtacticalresponsibilityto
theheadcoachandsupportstaff.
The twomost successful IPL franchises,

however, still keep their captainsat the fore-
front –Rohit SharmaatMI andMSDhoni at
CSK. RCB, too, had a strong captain in Virat
Kohli and that theyhave takenFaf duPlessis
this time suggests a continuation even after
Kohli’sdecisiontostepdown.

Archer unlikely to play this season, but Mumbai Indians bet long-term
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JofraArcherlistedhimselfatabaseprice
ofRs2croreandwenttoMIforRs8
croreafterathree-waybiddingwar. file
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LIAM LIVINGSTONE, the most expensive
overseas purchase of this Indian Premier
League auction with Punjab Kings spend-
ingRs11.5croreonhim,hasonecomplaint.
“There are no 700 days in a year,” he told
The Guardian last year. He wants to play
Test cricket, thedreamof his life, butwon-
derswhere hewould squeeze time for his
red-ball predilections.
Over the last twoyears,hehasbeenthe

busiest T20 gun-for-hire around, sixes
rolling as fast as the cheques to possess
him. Two editions of the Pakistan Super
League, a couple of IPLs, two Big Bash
League seasons inAustralia, SouthAfrica’s
MzansiSuperLeague, theVitalityBlast, and
The Hundred, besides national duty, have
made his life faster, just like the sixes that
gush out of his bat.
Thoughhis twopreviousseasons in the

IPLhavebeen lacklustre—hisnineoutings
fetchingonly114 runs–Livingstone is one
of the most voracious six-hitters in the
world. Last year, he launched 82 sixes in
T20cricket, the second-mostbyany inter-
national cricketer.
Hestrikesonesixevery11ballshefaces,

a four every ninth ball. In club cricket, he
once clouted 350 runs off only 138 balls,
smashing 34 fours and 27 sixes. His most
recent feat is the fastestT20hundredbyan
Englishman,whenhestruckone in42balls
against a Pakistan attack that featured
Shaheen Afridi, Mohammad Hasnain and
Haris Rauf last year. By the way, he also
pulls off some stunning acrobatic catches
and bowls both leg-spin and off-spin.
But it’shispower-hittingreputationthat

earned him themillions. Power-hitting is
the most inflation-proof currency in T20
cricket.Natural,unabashedsixhittersarea
rare commodity. There are stroke-makers
who could hit sixes, but few with the in-
stinct to hit sixes, more so in the finisher’s
role. Livingstone could donmultiple roles,
but ismostdangerousasafinisher,whether
his team is setting or chasing a target.
Hecouldcomestraightawayandunroll

sixeswith those long levers, with a fusion
of power and timing. Catch some of his
YouTubereels—thereare sixesof all sorts.
Clubs,heaves, slogs, sweeps,drives, cutand
the odd scoop and ramp (though impro-
vised shots are not his thing).
Finishers of such ferocity are a rare

breed. Andre Russell has lost some of his
fabled prowess; Kieron Pollard consumes
timebeforebreaking free thesedays;Chris
Morris has retired, David Miller’s powers
havewaned; ageand injurieshavediluted
Dwayne Bravo’s hitting instincts. Hence,
thereare justahandfularound, likeHardik
Pandya and Glenn Maxwell. It’s a rarer
group in Indiancricket—andthosearound
wereexuberantlyswooped,bothShahrukh
Khan and Rahul Tewatia pouched Rs 9
crore apiece - where even the national
team is frantically searching for a succes-
sor to MS Dhoni and fussing over the fit-
ness of Pandya.

In high demand
Hence, the overseas, six-happy finish-

erswerethe flavouronSunday. If theyhap-
pen to possess a second skill, their stocks
would just shoot through the roof.
Anotherbeneficiaryof this skewedde-

mand-supply situation was Singapore-
bornAustraliancricketerTimDavid,ahard-
hitting batsman who bowls off-spin.
Mumbai Indians splurged Rs 8.25 crore
(from a base price of Rs 40 lakh) to pocket
him to fill the finisher’s role vacated by
Pandya. “David isgoing topartner (Kieron)
PollardatNo.6.WehavebeentrackingTim
andhehad success at RCB last year.
Looking forward to seeing him and

Pollard finishing the innings for us,” said
Akash Ambani, the franchise’s owner.
Davidhasaneye-poppingcareerT20strike
rateof 159. Ithasbeenbetter thisyear—in
BBL, he racked up 218 runs at a strike rate
of 163.9 while in PSL, he plundered 221
runs at 206.54, besides an average of 55,
mostly batting down the order. He joined
RCB mid-season last year and failed to
make any impactwhatsoever, butwas too
irresistible a talent forMumbai.
Punjab Kings, ever blamed for a short-

age of six-hitters, didn’t stop with
Livingstone. They aggressively bid for
Jamaicanall-rounderOdeanSmith,arobust
hitter who could consistently clock up-
wardsof140kphwiththeball, andgobbled
himforRs6crore.HeoncesplitGayle’sbat
into twowhile he reeledout 36off 18balls
in the third ODI against India to remind
prospectivebuyersof hisbattingpotential.
Fellow Jamaican Rovman Powell too

foundadealworthRs 2.8 crorewithDelhi
Capitals. It could turn out to be a steal, as
he has been in red hot form and recently
smashed 107 runs off 53 balls against
England.Somurderouswashethat theball
had to changed three times during the in-
nings. He can also bowl canny medium-
paceandCapitalswouldbelieve theyhave
unearthed their own Russell. Sunrisers
Hyderabad,whofiercelybid formostplay-
ers, eventually landed Guyanese all-
rounder Romario Shepherd for Rs 7.75
crore. His T20 numbers are staggering—a
strike rate of 160 with the bat at an aver-
ageof26andanaverageof21withtheball,
thoughhe bleeds eight an over.
Like Powell, he prospered in the recent

series against England, and once came at
No. 7 to hammer 44 off 28 balls.
Even less-consistent finishers such as

MatthewWade (Rs 2.4 crore) and Miller
(Rs 3 crore) found buyers, stretching the
theme of the day, wherein teams fought
fiercely for six-hitting colossuses.
The metaphor of the day was

Livingstone, for whom the coming years
would turn only busier.

Finishing touch artists
Livingstone,TimDavid&OdeanSmithenjoybigpaydaydueto theiruncannysix-hittingability

PunjabKingssplashedRs11.5cr forLiamLivingstoneandropedinOdeanSmith,arobusthitterwhoconsistentlyclocksupwardsof140kph, forRs6cr. Reuters/PTI

ENDOFROAD(IES)

ISHANTSHARMA

Stats-Mat93,Wkts72,Econ8.11,Avg
37.51
Teams -KolkataKnightRiders,Deccan
Chargers,SunrisersHyderabad,Rising
PuneSupergiant,PunjabKings,Delhi
Capitals

Theveteranof105Testscouldnotgeta
gameinIndia’srecentthree-Testseries
inSouthAfrica,another indicationthat
theteammanagementisphasinghim
out.HewasboughtbyDelhiCapitals for
Rs1.1croreinthe2019IPLauction.
However, thefranchisefoundusefor
himinjust fourgamesacrossseasons
2020and2021.Althoughhe’sbeenpart
ofasmanyassixfranchisesacrossthe
durationof theleague,noneof the
teamsspottedaworthydeal inIshant’s
skills thistime.He’sstillonly33,butthe
endseemsnearerthanever.

AMITMISHRA

Stats-154Wkts,166Econ,7.35,
Avg23.95
Teams -DelhiDaredevils,Deccan
Chargers,SunrisersHyderabad

Theleg-spinner is inhis40thyearand
playedhis lastmatchforthenational
teamhalfadecadeago.Buthehad
remainedafixtureintheIPLsince2008,
andhastakenthemostwicketsbyan
Indianbowleraswellasthehighestbya
spinner intheleague.Hebeganwith
DelhiCapitalsandreturnedtothe
franchise in2015,hispricegoingtoRs4

crorein2018.DCpickeduptwoother
wrist-spinners inthisauction–Kuldeep
YadavandPraveenDubey–showing
theyhadmovedonfromthemanwho
played99gamesfortheDelhi franchise.

PIYUSHCHAWLA

Stats-Mat165,Wkts,157,Econ7.88,
Avg27.39
Teams -PunjabKings,KolkataKnight
Riders,ChennaiSuperKings,Mumbai
Indians

It soundsridiculousthatPiyushChawla
playedhis lastmatchfor India just
beforeheturned24, isstillplaying
representativecricket,andisstillonly
33. Itsoundsevenmoresurprisingthat
onlytwoyearsago,ChennaiSuper
KingspaidawhoppingRs6.75crorefor
him,andMumbai IndiansforkedoutRs
2.4croreforhis leg-spinlastyear.After
Mishra,hehasthesecond-mostwickets
byanIndianbowlerandbyaspinner in
IPLhistory.Heremainsamongthe
wicketsforGujarat intheVijayHazare
TrophyandtheSyedMushtaqAli
Trophy,buttheIPLisdonewithhim.

SAURABHTIWARY

Stats-Mat93,Runs1494,Avg28.73,
SR120.09
Teams -Mumbai Indians,Delhi
Capitals,RisingPuneSupergiant,Royal
ChallengersBangalore

SaurabhTiwaryplayedthreeODIsfor
India in2010andnextyear,Royal

ChallengersBangalorepaid$1.6million
forhim.Hisperformancesnevercame
closetomatchingtheearlyhype;his IPL
careerstrike-rate is120.Franchises
soontemperedtheirexpectations.
TiwaryhadbeenwithMumbai Indians
forhalf acroreforyears.He’dstroll
aroundtheWankhedeboundary
duringgamesandattimescomeonasa
substitutefielder.At32,hehasplayeda
hundredfirst-classgamesandscored
nearlyseventhousandruns. It isan
aspectofhisgamethat isoften
overlooked, it isperhapsalsoallhehas
tolookforwardtonow.

DHAWALKULKARNI

Stats-Mat92,Wkts86 ,Econ8.3,
Avg28.76
Teams -Mumbai Indians,GujaratLions,
RajasthanRoyals

Anotherlocalplayerwhospentyears
withMumbaiIndianswithoutgetting
muchgametime,DhawalKulkarniwas
utilizedmorebyhistwoother
franchises:GujaratLionsandRajasthan
Royals.TheerstwhileGujaratfranchise
gavetheseamerRs2.3crore,butthe
amountcamedowndrasticallyafterthe
two-yearexistenceof theteam.MIhad
himatRs75lakhforthepasttwo
seasons,anditwashisbasepricegoing
intothisauction,wherehefoundno
takers.At33,therecouldbesomemore
domesticcricketlefttocomeforthe
MumbaiRanjiteamfromKulkarni,who
playedhislastmatchforIndiain2016.

ABHISHEKPUROHIT

It could be the end of the road for these five IPL veterans whowere with the league since the start in 2008.
All five -- one current and four former India players -- went unsold in the IPL auction. SureshRaina too
didn't get sold but he retired from international cricket a couple of years ago.

How the seasoned
& the rookies fared
Over twodaysof auction, 204
playerswere soldas the10 fran-
chisesassembled their respective
squads.Here’s howthe twomost
successful franchises in IPLhistory
and the twonewcomers fared in
theexercise.

Chennai Super Kings

SMARTBUY:CSKneeded an opener
after releasing Faf du Plessis. Picking
Devon Conway for Rs 1 crore makes
their batting line-upwell-rounded.
STRENGTHS: Seven all-rounders in
Ravindra Jadeja, Moeen Ali, Chris
Jordan, Mitchell Santner, Shivam
Dube, Dwayne Bravo and Dwaine
Pretorius. Their biggest strength re-
mainsMSDhoni’s leadership.
WEAKNESS: If any, probably theNo.
3 spot, as replacing Suresh Raina is a
toughask.

Mumbai Indians
SMART BUY: Tim David for Rs 8.25
crore, as the five-time champions
neededa finisherafter lettingHardik
Pandya go.
STRENGTHS: Rohit Sharma and
Jasprit Bumrah, and the x-factor the
two players bring to the table. T20
batting is mostly about the top four
and theyhaveprovenperformers.
WEAKNESS: Losing Pandya’s all-
roundability couldhurt them.

Lucknow Super Giants

SMARTBUY:QuintondeKock for Rs
6.75 crore. He is an impact batsman
at the top anda finewicketkeeper.
STRENGTH: Their bowling line-up,
with the rightmix of pace and spin.
WEAKNESS: A top-heavy batting
line-up and not much international
experience intheir Indianmiddle-or-
der pack.

Gujarat Titans

SMARTBUY: JasonRoy forRs2crore
was a steal. A game-changer at the
top, he candecimate anybowling at-
tack onhis day.
STRENGTHS: Three impact fast
bowlers in Mohammed Shami,
Lockie Ferguson and Alzarri Joseph.
Also, Pandya as a finisher.
WEAKNESS: They don’t have ade-
quate cover for Roy at the top, as the
Englishopenermightnotbeavailable
for thewhole tournament.

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY

New Delhi
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POORVISIBILITY , a choppy track and skiers falling
leftandrightwasthestoryoftheGiantSlalomevent
in the Nanqing Alpine Centre at the 2022 Beijing
Winter Olympics. Out of the 87 skiers to start the
race, only47wereable to completeboth their runs
in the tricky conditions. India's Arif Khan'smaiden
Olympicappearancesawhimcome45th.
Withsnowfallingsidewaysonatrackthatboasts

ofhighelevationlevels,ahard, icysurfacewasblan-
ketedwith powdery snow. The result saw skiers'
equipmentstumblingagainst thehardbitsof snow
and leading tomany falls.

Arif'sfirstrunsawhimtakeacautiousapproach.
Scheduledtobethe85thskiertogetanopportunity
to post a time, the lone Indian at the Olympics de-
cided to go far slower than his competition. Unlike
theleadersof therace,wholargelystucktoasetrac-
inglineandtappedtheblueandredgatespeppered
along theNanqing circuitwith their shoulders at a
blisteringpace,Arifwascontenttokeephisbalance.
Rarelywould the outside of his shoulder touch

thegatesandalonger,slowerarcharoundthegates
belied the strategy—thiswasn't the raceor theoc-
casiontotrytobeadventurousbutonethatrequired
a finish, however late to the party. The race leader,
SwissskierMarcoOdermatt,hadotherplans.Having
dominated the giant slalom season this year with
fourvictoriesoutofapossibleattheWorldCups,the
racewashis to lose.

Andtheprognosisdidn't looktoogoodwiththe
24-year-oldafterhewasoutoftheracinglinearound
12secondsintohisfirstrun.Butherecoveredquickly
and took the first run. On the other hand, Arif fin-
ishedhis first runwithatimeof1:22:35andwasat
the53rdspoton the first sessionof theday.
Thesecondrunwasdelayedduetotheweather

but began once visibility got clearer. 33 skiers had
failed tocomplete thecourseontheir first attempt.
With some light starting to showon the course

and the season's first snowfall slowing down, Arif
setouttocompletehissecondrun.Immediatelyone
could see the confidence in this race as the skier's
pacewas faster and he adhered to the racing line
witha lotmoredisciplinethis timearound.Thean-
gles around the gates were a lot sharper, with the
Kashmiri skier attempting to tilt as downwards to-

wards the icyslopeashecouldatangles.
Thegulf incompetitionthoughwasfartoohigh.

Arif finishedhis secondrunwitha timeof 1:24:89,
whichwasamarked improvementonhisprevious
attempt.Histotaltimecamedownto2:47:24,which
was 37.89 seconds behind racewinner Odermatt.
OdermattcameunderchallengefromSlovenia'sZan
Kranjec,whoshavedoffhalfasecondfromtheSwiss
raceleaderinthesecondrun.Butitwasstill0.19sec-
ondsbehind foranagonisingsilver.
“It's one of my dreams to be at the Winter

Olympics and this ismy first time. It reallymeansa
lot.“Therewerelikemillionsofpeoplewatchingme
livebackhome. Iwastryingmybesttogivethebest
Ihavegot.Buttheweatherwasuncertain,youcould-
n't seemuch… like how the slopewas used, but it
wasgood,” the31-year-oldArif toldOlympics.com.

Slowand steady, Indian slalom skier Arif finishes45thErinwinsUSA’sfirstWinter
Gamesmedal since1994
Beijing:ErinJacksonof theUnitedStateswon goldinthe
women's 500 metres speed skating at the Beijing
Olympics on Sunday, giving theU.S. its first goldmedal
in the event since 1994. She could be seen grinning
widelyaftercompletingherlapin37.04seconds,buthad
towaitforthelastpairtofinishbeforesheembracedher
coachandburst into tears. "Iwish Icoulddescribehow
Ifeel. It isamazing.Thismedalmeanssomuch,"anemo-
tional Jackson told reporters. "It has been a tough cou-
pleof yearsanda toughbeginning for thisyear. For this
to come around like this I am so happy." Jackson could
havemissed the opportunity to represent the United
StatesafterastumbleduringtheOlympic trials,buther
teammateBrittanyBowegaveherspotinthe500mrace
to Jackson. "She (Bowe)madeabig sacrifice formeand
I'll be grateful forever," Jackson said. Bowe did eventu-
ally qualify for the Olympics after a reallocation of un-
used spots, finishing16thout of 30 skaters. "I'mpart of
thepuzzle,butthisoneisabouther.Shestoodatthestart
line and she got that job done today," Bowe said of
Jackson. Silvermedallist Miho Takagi of Japan set the
earlypace,comingoutontopinthefourthpairingoutof
15witha timeof37.12seconds thatwasnotbeatenun-
til Jackson's race.

Record Winter Games medal
haulforAustralia
Beijing: Australia's Olympic delegation bathed in pride
onSundayasthecountryhailedarecordWinterGames
medalhaul for their teamandanunlikelyhero inskele-
ton racer Jackie Narracott. Narracott's surprise silver in
women's skeleton on Saturday pushed Australia to a
record fourth medal in Beijing, following gold for
freestyle skier Jakara Anthony, snowboarder Scotty
James'ssilverandbronzeforwomen'ssnowboarderTess
Coady. "It is a fantasticmorning,"Australia chef demis-
sion Geoff Lipshut told reporters in Zhangjiakou on
Sunday. "Itwas (an)absolute thrill lastnight, itwashis-
tory-making.While long known for punching above
their weight at the Summer Olympics, Australia have
madestridesinwintersportsoverthepasttwodecades.

SwissfavouriteOdermatt
claimsgiantslalomgold
Beijing: Switzerland'sMarcoOdermattwongold in the
men's giant slalom at the Beijing Olympics on Sunday,
holding his nerve to fend off a superb effort from Zan
KranjecofSlovenia.Odermattfinishedwithacombined
timeof2:09:35,puttinghim0.19secondsaheadof run-
ner-up Kranjec with France's Mathieu Faivre taking
bronze. The first run had taken place in driving snow
withpoorvisibilitybutthedecisiontodelaythesecond
runby75minutespaid off,withbetter conditionspro-
ducingathrillingbattle. "It'sunbelievable. Itwasahard
day,withtheconditions,withsuchalongwaitbetween
thetworuns,"saidOdermatt,24. "Itwasmorethanfive
hours forme, it was such a long time to rethink every-
thinganditwashardtostayfocused.Itriedtosleepsome
minutes in-between.” REUTERS
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