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Hijab:SCsays
will step inat
appropriate time
PetitionerssayHCinterimordersuspends
Art25;don’tspreadittolargerlevels:CJI

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
&JOHNSONTA
NEWDELHI,BENGALURU,
FEBRUARY11

ONTHEdaytheKarnatakaHigh
Courtputitsobservationsonthe
hijab issue in its interim order,
reiterating its call for classes to
reopen and students to attend
without wearing any religious
dress, the Supreme Court de-
clined togranturgent listing for
anappealagainsttheinterimor-
derandaskedthepetitionersnot
to “spread” the controversy to
“larger levels”.
On Friday, responding to

Senior Advocate Devadatt
Kamat, who requested that a
Special Leave Petition filed

against theHighCourt's interim
orderbetakenupurgently,Chief
Justiceof IndiaNVRamanasaid:
“I don't want to express any-
thing.Don't spreadthese things
to larger levels...We also know
what is happening there in the
state as well as in the hearings
also. And you also have to think
overwhetherit’spropertobring
those things to Delhi, national
level issuesandall that.”
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Industrial growth fell to 10-month
low at 0.4 per cent in December
AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT slumped
toa10-monthlowof0.4percent
in December, dragged down by
manufacturing, capital goods
and consumer durables output
alongwithanunfavourablebase,
accordingtodatareleasedFriday
bytheNationalStatisticalOffice
(NSO).
Inabsoluteterms,thegeneral

index level of the Index of

Industrial Production (IIP) was
higher than pre-pandemic lev-
els seen in December 2019, but
experts cautioned that the full
impactoftherestrictionsinview
of the Omicron variant of the
Covid-19pandemicmayget re-
flected in the industrial output
datanextmonth.
The IIP had registered a

growth of 1.3 per cent amonth
ago and 2.2 per cent in
December2020.
The biggest drag for the
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For 2 Gurgaon families, seconds spelt
disaster: ‘Just went to answer phone’
PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
&SUKRITABARUAH
GURGAON,FEBRUARY11

BOTHWOMENwere inside the
safetyoftheirhomes,withloved
ones, when tragedy struck. A
large portion of the sixth floor
collapsed all the way down to
thefirstflooratChintelsParadiso

society’s tower ‘D’ in Gurgaon’s
Sector109,killingEktaBhardwaj
(40) on the second floor and
SunitaSrivastava(55)onthefirst
floor, onThursday.
“She had just entered the

drawing room to answer the
phone. Within seconds, it all
camecrashingdown.It’stragic,”
said Ekta’s husband, Rajesh
Bhardwaj,onthebasisofwhose

complaintpolicehavenowfiled
an FIR against the ChintelsMD,
Ashok Solomon, under IPC
Sections 304-A (causing death
bynegligence)and34(common
intention).

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

IIPGROWTHinDec2021is
thelowestin10months,
withmanufacturingcontin-
uingtobeamajordrag.The
full impactof therecent
curbsmaygetreflectedonly
intheindustrialoutputdata
nextmonth.

Waituntil
MarchE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

SC pulls up UP, warns
it will quash recovery
notices in CAA protests

PROPERTYDAMAGE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

THE SUPREME Court Friday
pulled up the UP government
over recovery notices to pay
damagesfordestructioncaused
to public property during
protests against the Citizenship
(Amendment)Act inDecember
2019,beforeithadbroughtalaw
onthisin2021,andsaidthatthey
were incontraventionof guide-
lines laiddownbythecourt.
A bench of Justices D Y

Chandrachud and Surya Kant
took exception to the fact that
Additional District Magistrates
(ADMs)andnotjudicialofficers,
asmandated by the apex court,

hadadjudicated thesenotices.
“You have become com-

plainant,youhavebecomeadju-
dicator, and thenyouare attach-
ing property of the accused,”
Justice Surya Kant told UP
Additional Advocate General
GarimaPrashad. “Whenwehad
directed that adjudicationhas to
bedonebyajudicialofficer,howis
ADMconductingproceedings?”
askedJusticeChandrachud.
The court’s referencewas to

its 2009 ruling that the claims
commissioner who will esti-
matedamagesinsuchcasesand
investigate liability will be a
judge.Theapexcourthadreiter-
ated this inadecision in2018.
OnFriday,thecourtsaidthat

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,FEBRUARY11

WITHAT least 60 people losing
theirlivesafterconsumingillicit
liquorover the last fourmonths
andover1.93crorelitresofalco-
holseizedinoverfiveyearssince
prohibitionwas enforced in the
state, the Bihar government is
consideringtheuseof“scantun-
nels” to prevent liquor smug-
glingfromadjoiningstatesofUP,
JharkhandandWestBengal,and
fromNepal.
“Wewill soon put forward a

Request for Proposal (RFP) to
build a scan tunnel each at bor-
der points in Dobhi and Rajauli
(Jharkhand to Bihar), Gopalganj
and Bhabhua (UP to Bihar) and
Dalkhola(BihartoWestBengal),”
a senior Excisedepartment offi-
cial toldThe IndianExpress.
The installation of five scan

tunnelsisestimatedtocostover
Rs 100 crore, he said. “Since the
UP and Jharkhand routes are
usedmostoftenforliquorsmug-
gling, the scan tunnels canbeof
bighelp.Ifanyvehicletakesade-
tour to avoid the tunnel, those
routes toowillhavepolicepres-
ence,” said theofficial.
The official said that Excise

and prohibition enforcement
teams are already using drones
to track illegal liquormanufac-
turers in thestate.
“Ascantunnelwouldbe like

alargeartificialcorridorthrough
whichatruckoranyothervehi-
cle carryinggoodswill beasked
topass.Itwillworklikethescan-
ningsysteminstalledatairports
butonamuch larger scale since

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Bihar eyes
‘scan tunnels’
at border to
check liquor
smuggling

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

EXTERNAL AFFAIRSMinister S
Jaishankar joined counterparts
from US, Japan and host
AustraliaatthemeetingofQuad
ForeignMinisters inMelbourne
Friday to send a clear signal to
Beijing,underliningtheirpursuit

of a“sharedvision”touphold“a
rules-basedinternationalorder,
free fromcoercion—one based
onrespectforterritorialintegrity
andsovereignty”.
But after the meeting,

Jaishankar took a slightly nu-
ancedpositioninpublicthanthe
threeother ForeignMinisters—
US Secretary of State Antony J
Blinken, Australian Foreign

Minister Marise Payne and
Japanese Foreign Minister
YoshimasaHayashi—onatleast
two important issues: the
Russia-Ukraine row and the
Myanmar issue.
On Myanmar, Jaishankar

pointedtothechallengeofinsur-
gencyalong the Indo-Myanmar
border, and recalled the recent

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Quad: India tough on China, silent
on Ukraine, cautious on Myanmar

MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA
CHANDIGARH,FEBRUARY11

WHILE PRIME Minister
NarendraModimay call dynas-
ties the biggest enemies of
democracy, some candidates,
cuttingacrosspartylines,areus-
ingthePunjabAssemblypollsto
not-so-subtly introduce voters
to theirpoliticalheirs.
Enter the industrial town of

Batala,hometothelatepoetShiv
Kumar Batalvi, and youwill be
greeted by big hoardings of

Congress candidate Ashwani
Sekhri and his arch opponent,
BJP’s Fateh JungBajwa.One fea-

ture common
to both is the
pictureof their
progenies on
the posters.
While Sekhri’s
posters have
photos of his
son Abhinav,

Bajwa is joined by his two sons,
KanwarPratapandArjunPratap.
In the neighbouring con-

stituency of Fatehgarh Churian,
CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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PostersofCongandBJPcandidateswiththeir sons. Express

In run-up to Punjab elections, sons become
poster boys for candidates across party lines
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AustralianPrimeMinisterScottMorrisonwith(fromleft)AntonyBlinken(US),MarisePayne
(Australia), S Jaishankar (India)and YoshimasaHayashi (Japan) at theQuadmeetingof
foreignministers inMelbourneonFriday.AP
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Quad meeting
incident inwhich aColonel and
his family that included a child
werekilledinanambushbymil-
itants.Healsostressedthat India
is against “national sanctions”.
TheUShasimposedsanctionson
a number of leaders of the
Myanmarjunta.
He maintained complete

diplomaticsilenceontheRussian
threat to invadeUkraine,while
Blinkensaid thereare “troubling
signs of Russian escalation, in-
cludingnewforcesarrivingatthe
Ukrainianborder” and that they
are “in awindowwhenan inva-
sioncouldbeginatanytime,and
thatincludesduringthe(Winter)
OlympicsinBeijing”.
Australia’s Payne expressed

“very deep concerns about the
Russian military build-up on
Ukraine’sborder”andAustralia’s
“strongsupportforUkraine’ssov-
ereigntyandterritorialintegrity”.
Japan’sHayashi saidUkraine

was discussed during theQuad
meeting and “sovereignty and
territorial integrity”haveconsis-
tentlybeensupportedbyJapan.
Askedtocommentonthere-

centmeeting between Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
Chinese President Xi Jinping,
Jaishankarsaid:“Iwouldjustadd
that asmy colleagues have ob-
served,weareforsomething,not
against somebody.” The issueof
UkrainewasnotpartoftheQuad
ForeignMinisters’jointstatement
either.
Myanmar,however,figuredin

the jointstatement: “Weremain
gravelyconcernedaboutthecrisis
inMyanmarandcallforanendto
violence, the release of all those
arbitrarilydetained,includingfor-
eigners,andunhinderedhuman-
itarian access.We reaffirm our
supportforASEANeffortstoseek
asolutioninMyanmarandcallon
themilitary regime to urgently
implement ASEAN’s Five-Point
Consensus and swiftly return
Myanmar to thepathof democ-
racy.Weencourage the interna-
tional community towork to-
gether to support an end to the
violence.”
After themeeting, Blinken

said: “I think it is painfully obvi-
ousthatthedevelopmentsthere
aredeeply,deeplytroubling,and
deeply troubling to all of us.We
haveseenthejuntadoubledown
onrepression,onviolence.”
Jaishankar, inhis response to

questions, said: “I thinkwe all
agreedon the importanceof the
democratictransitionwhichwas
underway in Myanmar. And
clearly, the fact that the country
hasmovedinadifferentdirection
issomethingwhichtroublesallof
us. We all, I think, also very
stronglybacktheASEANposition
onMyanmarand their efforts to
engage.”
“Butweare concerned, India

is concerned as an immediate
land-borderneighbour.Wehave
somevery specific concerns on
Myanmarwhich also guide our
thinking, concerns about insur-
gentsoperatingtherewhosome
months ago killed a very senior
military officer and his family;
concernsaboutCovidandthelack
of vaccination on our common
border;concernsaboutahuman-
itarian situationwhich is arising
fromfoodshortages.”
“SoIthinkthosearealsocon-

cernswhichwetakeintoaccount,
andwhereweareconcernedwe
don’t followapolicy of national
sanctions,”hesaid,makingitclear
that it doesn’t supportUSpolicy
onsanctionsonMyanmar.
Hayashiconfirmedthatlead-

ersofthefourQuadcountries,in-
cludingPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi,willbeholdingasummitin
Japaninthefirsthalfof thisyear.
Jaishankar said: “As leading

democracies, we pursue our
shared vision of upholding a
rules-based international order,
freefromcoercion--onebasedon
respectforterritorialintegrityand
sovereignty, rule of law, trans-
parency,freedomofnavigationin
theinternationalseasandpeace-

fulresolutionofdisputes.”
The Quad statement also

talkedabout “terrorismandvio-
lentextremism”andstated:“We
denounce the use of terrorist
proxiesforcross-borderterrorism
and urge countries towork to-
gether to eliminate terrorist safe
havens; disrupt terrorist net-
worksandtheinfrastructureand
financialchannelswhichsustain
them; and halt cross-border
movement of terrorists. In this
context,wecallonallcountriesto
ensure that territoryunder their
controlisnotusedtolaunchterror
attacksandtoexpeditiouslybring
tojusticetheperpetratorsofsuch
attacks.”
“Wereiterateourcondemna-

tionofterroristattacksinIndia,in-
cluding 26/11 Mumbai and
Pathankotattacks,”itsaid,adding
that they reaffirmed UNSC
Resolution 2593 (2021) that
“Afghan territory should not be
used to threaten or attack any
country,shelterortrainterrorists,
or plan or finance terrorist acts,
withsuchungovernedspacesbe-
ingadirectthreattothesafetyand
securityof theIndo-Pacific”.
On vaccines, the statement

said: “Asweenter the thirdyear
of theCovid-19pandemic,Quad
partners have collectively pro-
videdmorethan500millionvac-
cine doses. Together, we have
pledgedtodonatemorethan1.3
billionvaccinedosesglobally.We
are pleased with the Quad
Vaccine Partnership’s rapid
progress in expanding vaccine
productionattheBiologicalELtd
facilityinIndia,whichaimstode-
liverat least1billionvaccinesby
theendof2022.Welookforward
tothedeliveryofthefirstbatchof
Quad-supportedvaccines in the
firsthalfof thisyear.”

SC warns UP
UPwill have to show “howdid
ADMs supervise these notices
priortothelegislation”andadded
that “youhave to show that no-
tices issuedbefore theActwere
not incontraventiontoSupreme
Courtdirections”.
“Wewill quash thesenotices

andthenyouareatlibertytotake
action as per the new Act.
Proceedings,whicharepending,
willbeunderthenewlaw.Youtell
usnext Fridaywhat youwant to
doandwewill close thismatter
fororders,”thebenchsaid.
“You have to follow the due

processunderthelaw.Pleaseex-
aminethis,wearegivingoneop-
portunity till February 18,” said
thebench.
“Thisisjustasuggestion.This

pleaconcernsonlyasetofnotices
sentinDecember2019,inrelation
toonekindofagitationorprotest.
You canwithdraw themwith a
stroke of a pen...236notices in a
bigstatelikeUPisnotabigthing.
Ifyouarenotgoingtolisten,then
be ready to face the conse-
quences.Wewill tell you how
SupremeCourt judgmentsneed
tobefollowed,”saidJusticeSurya
Kant.
The courtwashearing aplea

byParwaizArifTitu,whohadap-
proacheditinJanuary2020seek-
ingquashingofnoticessenttoal-
leged anti-CAA protesters by
districtadministrationsforrecov-
eringlossescausedbydamageto
public property during the
protests. Thepetitioncontended
thatthenoticewasinviolationof
the Supreme Court's 2009 and
2018rulings.
UP Additional Advocate

General Prashad cited a 2011
GovernmentOrderregardingthe
settingupofClaimTribunals.But
theSupremeCourtbenchpointed
outthattheAllahabadHighCourt
haddisapprovedthis in2011fol-
lowingwhichthestatehadprom-
ised to bring in a law and took
eighttonineyearstodoso.
Prashad told the bench that

the state had comeupwith the
Uttar Pradesh Recovery of
Damages to Public and Private
PropertyActin2021,whichhada
clausethatsavesearlierdecisions.
ShesaidthataftertheAct,allcases
havebeen sent to tribunals con-

stitutedunder it, and that these
were headed by retiredDistrict
Judges.
Prashad said proceedings

againstriotershavebeenhappen-
ingsince2011andthatifthecourt
setsasidethenotices,allthosead-
judicatedwillalsoseekrelief.
ButJusticeChandrachudsaid:

“Wearenotconcernedwithother
proceedings.Weare concerned
withonlythenotices,whichhave
beensentinDecember2019,dur-
ing theCAAprotests.Youcannot
bypass our orders.Howcanyou
appointADMs,whenwehadsaid
it should be by judicial officers.
Whateverproceedingswerecon-
ducted in December 2019was
contrary to the lawlaiddownby
thiscourt.”
Last month, The Indian

Express in a two-part investiga-
tionanalysed46suchrecoveryor-
ders issued by the Additional
District Magistrate (Lucknow
East)andfoundapattern,which
showed the administration
played not only prosecutor but
judge and jury aswell to assess
damage, estimate cost, bring
charges, and fix liability with
manyoftheaccusednotevenget-
tingahearing.
In Kanpur, the investigation

found15families,mostlyofdaily
wagers ranging from a tonga
drivertoamilkman,whopaidRs
13,476eachtothedistrictadmin-
istration for their alleged role in
theprotests. Nonewas aware of
howtheir shareof paymentwas
arrivedat.
FormerIPSofficerSRDarapuri

andCongress leader Sadaf Jafar,
whowereamong thosewhore-
ceived recovery orders from the
ADM(LucknowEast),welcomed
theSupremeCourt'sremarks.
Bothofthemwereamongthe

46whowereeach issued recov-
eryorderswiththesameamount
--Rs64.37lakh--asperwhatthe
ADM,controversially,saidwasthe
“doctrineof jointandseveral lia-
bility”. Bothof themhaddenied
thattheywerepresentatthesite
of theprotests.
Jafar,whoiscontestingtheUP

pollsfromLucknow(Central),de-
scribedthenoticesas“illegaland

unconstitutional”.Darapurisaid:
“Theprocedure followedby the
UPgovernment to servenotices
touswas against the apex court
guidelines.Iamgladthecourthas
established the rule of law, and I
amhopingthatitwillsoonquash
theproceedingsonitsownwhen
thematterisheardnext.”

(WITHENSLUCKNOW)

Industrial growth
industrial output in December
came fromthe0.1per cent con-
tractioninmanufacturingoutput,
whichaccounts for77.6per cent
of the weight of the IIP.
Manufacturingoutputhadgrown
0.8 per cent in the previous
monthand2.7percentayearago.
Weak consumption and in-

vestmentalsoweighedonthein-
dustrialoutput. Capitalgoods,an
indicator of investment, con-
tracted4.6percentinDecember
asagainstacontractionof2.0per
centamonthagoand2.2percent
growthayearago.
Consumer durables output

contracted 2.7 per cent in
Decemberasagainst5.4percent
contractionamonthagoand6.5
percentgrowthayearago,while
consumernon-durables output
contracted0.6percentcompared
with0.5percentgrowthamonth
agoand1.9percentgrowthayear
ago.
Mining output grew2.6 per

cent in December as against a
growth of 4.9 per cent amonth
agoand3per cent contraction a
year ago. Electricity output
recordedagrowthof2.8percent
inDecember comparedwith2.1
percentamonthagoand5.1per
centayearago.
DuringApril-December this

fiscal, the IIP grew15.2 per cent
againsta13.3percentcontraction
inthesameperiodlastyear.
“The short-lived Omicron

wave andmobility restrictions
could impair industrial output
furtherinJanuary.However,rapid
controlofnewinfections,andthe
removal of activity curbsmeans
theeconomic recoverycould re-
sume from February onward,”
Rahul Bajoria, Chief India
Economist,Barclayssaid.

Successivemonthlydataofin-
dustrialoutputismakingitabun-
dantlyclearthatconsumptionde-
mandwill need policymakers’
attentionmuchmore thanhith-
erto being given if recovery is to
becomea sustainable one, India
Ratingssaid.
“Alsothecontinuedweakness

in capital goods does not augur
well. Although there are indica-
tionsthatfinallyprivatecorporate
investment is pickingupbut the
samehasyettofindareflectionin
the IIPdata,” Sunil Kumar Sinha,
PrincipalEconomist,IndiaRatings
andResearchsaid.
Economistssaidtheweakness

inindustrialoutputonthebackof
contractionincapitalgoods,con-
sumer durables and consumer
non-durables add heft to the
MPC’sdecisiontoremaingrowth
supportive in lightof the incom-
pleterecovery.
“Capital goods contracted in

YoY terms, aswell as relative to
thepre-Covid level, highlighting
the tentativeness in the invest-
mentcycle.Inlinewithourexpec-
tation,therecentRBIreleaseindi-
catesacapacityutilisationof68%
inQ2 FY2022,whichweexpect
willimproveto71-72%intheon-
going quarter despite the third
wave, butnot be enough to trig-
ger apickup in theprivate capex
cycle,” Aditi Nayar, Chief
Economist, ICRAsaid.
TheReserveBankof India, in

itsmonetarypolicyThursday,had
kept the key policy rates un-
changedciting“anaccommoda-
tivestanceaslongasnecessaryto
revive and sustain growth on a
durable basis” and continue to
mitigate the impact of Covid-19
on theeconomy,while ensuring
thatinflationremainswithinthe
targetgoingforward.

Poster boys
AkaliDalcandidateLakhbirSingh
Lodhinangalhasalsoensuredthat
his son Kanwar Sandeep Singh
Sunny, who’s returned from
Canadatocampaignforhisfather,
gets prideof placeonhis hoard-
ings.
It’s the samewith his rival,

senior Congressminister Tript

Rajinder Singh Bajwa,who has
ensuredaprominentplaceforhis
son, Ravi Nandan Bajwa, on his
hoardings. Earlier, inDecember,
therewas speculation that Ravi,
chairman of Gurdaspur zila
parishad, may contest as an
Independent fromBatalawhere
his fatherhasdonea lotofwork.
ButtheCongresshighcommand
reportedly persuadedhim to sit
back. Tript is nowmaking sure
that Ravi remains in the public
gazethroughhisposters.
AtDeraBabaNanak,hometo

theKartarpurSahibcorridor,State
HomeMinisterSukhjinderSingh
Randhawaensuresyoucastalook
at his only son, Uday Vir Singh
Randhawa,who is still studying
but occupies a place on the
posters. Uday Vir Singh
Randhawa, anundergraduate, is
theyoungestamongtheseposter
boys campaigning for their fa-
thers.
Manyofthesesonshavetaken

baby steps into politics. Pritam
Kotbhai,sittingCongressMLAand
candidate fromBhuchoMandi
nearBathinda,whowasbooked
in a chit fund scam in 2018, re-
portedlywanted to pass on the
mantle to his son, Rupinder Pal
Singh, a young advocate and
Youth Congress member.
Rupindermay not have got the
ticket buthis fatherhasput him
onhishoardings.
Jaspreet Singh Dhillon,

sarpanchofArlibhanvillagenear
DeraBabaNanak, says it’s anew
trendinthestate.“Theyareclearly
promotingtheirsonsastheirpo-
litical successors, it was never
done so openly in the past,” he
says.
Bhupinder Pal Singh,mem-

ber, Subordinate Services
SelectionBoard,whoalsonoticed
this phenomenon in the border
belt of Majha for the first time,
says it’s just the candidate’sway
ofsaying“therearesomanyofus
toserveyou.’'
Others like Jaspal Sidhu, a

journalistatBhuchoMandi,callit
the “AAPeffect”. “AAPhasmore
followingamongsttheyouth.This
is a cleverway to attract young-
sters among the voters, but it

couldbackfire as it gives the im-
pression of perpetuating family
rule,”hesays.
Politics runs in the family for

the Bajwas of Batala. Satnam
SinghBajwa, fatherof FatehJung
Bajwa -- who switched from
Congress to BJP after his elder
brother Rajya SabhaMPPartap
Bajwawas given the family seat
ofQadian--waskilledbyterror-
istsin1987.
“I have been campaigning

since I was 10 years old,” says
Fateh’syoungersonArjunPartap,
whosesocialmediahandlespro-
file himas a supermodelwith a
business administrationdegree
fromLancasterUniversity (UK).
He’salsobeenanactoranddirec-
torinBollywood.Hetookhisfirst
stepintopoliticswhenhefought
andwon the zila parishadpolls
fromSriHargobindpur,attheage
of25, in2018.
More recently, Arjunwas in

theeyeofthestormwhenformer
chief minister Capt Amarinder
Singhappointedhiman inspec-
torinthePunjabPoliceinJunelast
year.But theappointmentnever
camethroughduetostridentop-
positionfromwithin.
Bajwa’s elder son Kanwar

Partap, a postgraduate in
Economics from the London
School of Economics, is general
secretary of theYouthCongress,
andwasappointed state chief of
the All India Jat Mahasabha’s
youthwinglastyear.Kanwar,who
wasfirstspottedasacampaigner
whenheusedactorSunnyDeol’s
dialogues to campaign against
him in the2019 Lok Sabhapolls
in Gurdaspur, is now seeking
votesforhisfather.
Compared to them,Ashwani

Sekhri’ssonAbhinav,analumnus
of theUniversityofWisconsin, is
a relativenewcomer in the field.
Aserialentrepreneurbasedoutof
Delhi,Abhinavisnowcrisscross-
ingthegrimyBatalaonfoottoget
votes for his father, a three-time
MLA who has fought seven
Assemblypolls.
A leaderwhodidnotwantto

wadeintothis“unnecessarycon-
troversy” said the posters have
beenputupbyhispartyworkers.
Amarketcommitteemember

atGoniarainBhuchoMandi,who
decided not to campaign for
Kotbhai, rubbishes this explana-
tion.“Partyworkersalsohavepo-
liticalambitions.Byopenlyflaunt-
ing their sons on thehoardings,
these leadersaresendingames-
sage that the top spotwould al-
ways be reserved for the family.
This is very disheartening, how
canyousaywearelivinginafree
India.”

‘Scan tunnels’
it has to scan the full body of a
truckfromthetopandsides,”an
officialsaid.
According to officials, a scan

tunnelisbasedonindustrialtech-
nologywithhi-techcamerasthat
can take imagesof aparcel from
all sides and software to decode
productinformationinbarcodes.
“A teamof imaging experts

willassessthescanonmonitors.
Itis,ineffect,amassscannerthat
canseethroughmetal,cardboard
andplastic,”anotherofficialsaid.
He said that while “a normal
scanner can detect any liquid”,
thedepartmentishopingtopro-
cureequipmentwith“advanced
technology that can analyse liq-
uidsasperviscosity”.
On Tuesday, Bihar Chief

MinisterNitishKumar had con-
ducted a law and order review
meetinginwhichheaskedExcise
officialsto“makebestuseoftech-
nology” to crackdownon liquor
tradersandmanufacturers.
Since the Bihar Prohibition

andExciseAct of 2016, the state
police and Excise department
have seized 1,93,75,564 litres of
alcohol,including67,97,254litres
of countrymadeor “desi” liquor,
till October 2021. “Between
JanuaryandOctober2021alone,
weseized5,15,488litresofliquor.
This calls for newways to check
liquor inflowintothestate,”said
aseniorpoliceofficer.

Official records show that a
totalof60peoplediedinback-to-
back hooch tragedies in
Gopalganj, West Champaran,
Nalanda, SaranandBuxar in the
last fourmonths.

Gurgaon
Rajesh said that around6.15

pm,hismotherand16-year-old
son were in adjacent rooms
whentheyhearda“loudexplo-
sion”.“My12-year-olddaughter
had gone to the park and Iwas
atwork.My son called and told
meoverthephonethattheceil-
ingofsomefloorshadcollapsed
throughthediningarea,andmy
wifehadsufferedfatal injuries. I
rushed home to find that she
haddied,”hesaid.
Sunita’s husband, Arun

Srivastava, a bureaucrat posted
withtheIndianRailwayService
of Engineers, also had a brush
with death, with rescuers
spending 16 hours before
pulling him out alive.With the
lowerhalfofhisbodyburiedun-
derdebris,rescuers,atonepoint,
even considered amputating a
leg. But they soon put that op-
tionaside.
“Hisentirelowerrightleg,up

to the knee, was caught under
the debris. The onlyway out in
that situation is to create a
pocket in the debris, just like a
foxhole.Wefirststabilisedallthe
debris above, using shoring
metal.Afterthat,wemadeafox-
holetocreateanapproachtillhis
foot. Oncewedid that,weused
specialised equipment called
airbags to raise the debris
enoughtorelease60-70%of the
leg. For the remaining 30%, we
hadtouseropes, likethoseused
for lifting or climbing, to cover
his body in a harness.We used
airbags to lift somemoredebris
and pulled him out,” Kuleesh
Anand, Deputy Commandant,
NDRF, toldThe IndianExpress.
Officials said Arun had re-

turned home from the airport
just 10minutes before the inci-
dent. “He and his wife were
standinginthelivingroom,next
to the kitchen,when the chunk
collapsedonthem,”saidapolice
officer.
Rajesh said Ekta “would of-

ten complain about the distur-
bance caused by repair work
duringtheafternoon”.Residents
saidrepairshadbeenunderway
on the sixth floor for a while
now.“Therewerecomplaintsof
cracks in plaster andwalls, and
repair work was always going
on. Of course, nobody thought
the entire structurewould col-
lapse,”hesaid.
In his police complaint,

Rajeshalleged that the incident
occurred due to negligent and
substandardconstructionwork.
“Onecanseefromthenature

of thecollapsethattherewasno
resistanceinthestructure.From
the sixth floor, the slabs col-
lapsed and had a cascading ef-
fect,” he said. “Some floors on
thetopwerevacantastheirres-
idents had gone for awedding.
Otherwise,thecasualtieswould
havebeenhigher.”
Hesaidhisfamilyhasmoved

tohisbrother’shouseinMalviya
Nagar.
Spreadover12acres, theso-

ciety has nine towers. A total of
450flatsoutof532areoccupied.
In a tweet on Friday, Prashant
Solomon,MDofChintels,wrote:
“Upon preliminary investiga-
tions, we have come to know
thatthemishapoccurredduring
renovationworkbyacontractor
being carried out by a resident
in his apartment.We had con-
ducted a structural audit last
year when complaints first
came.Wewillbeinitiatingasec-
ondstructuralauditattheearli-
est. Incaseanydefectsarefound
in the structure, we will duly
compensate affected buyers or
accommodate affected resi-
dentsinalternatearrangements
while necessary repair work is
completed.Wearefullycooper-
ating with the authorities and
ensuringall support.”
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Hijab row: HC says no religious dress,
SC says will step in at appropriate time
Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta, appearing for
Karnataka,said:“Exactly,that’s
our purpose...Let us notmake
it political, let us not make it
communal.Let theHighCourt
decidetheConstitutionalplea.”
Kamat is representing stu-

dents fromUdupi against the
hijabbanbeforeafullbenchof
the Karnataka High Court,
which is scheduled to take up
thematter again onMonday
forafullhearingonthelegalis-
sues raised.
The Supreme Court pro-

ceedingstookplacebeforethe
HighCourt'sinterimorderwas
uploaded. However, Kamat
urgedtheapexcourttotakeup
themattersinceit involvedle-
galissuesthatitmustexamine.
“Definitely, wewill examine.
Definitely,if thereissomething
wrong,wewill definitely pro-
tect. We have to protect the
Constitutional rightsof every-
one,” theCJI said.
AsKamatsoughttoexplain

the issue involved, theCJI told
himthatthereis“noneedtogo
intothemerits”. “Letussee.At
theappropriatetime,definitely
we will interfere. Let us see
whenwehaveto,” theCJIsaid.
Kamat urged the bench to

list the SLP for hearing on
Monday but CJI Ramana reit-
erated:“Wewill takeupatap-
propriate time. Leave it tous.”
Earlier,afterpointingtothe

SLP, Kamat said: “I would say
it’s rather strange. The High
Courtsaysnoneofthestudents

should disclose any religious
identity when they go to
school or college. This has far-
reachingimplicationsnotonly
for the Muslim community,
butalsootherfaiths.Forexam-
ple, Sikhswear turbanswhen
they go to schools or colleges.
The High Court, by an ad-in-
terimorderandinthemidstof
arguments,saysthatwedirect
thatall thestudentsshouldgo
withoutdisclosinganyof their
religiousidentity.Ourrespect-
ful submission is this in effect
is a complete suspension of
Article25(freedomofreligion)
as far as our clients are con-
cerned. So Lordships may
kindlyhearusastowhatisthe
interimarrangement.”
At this point, the SG said

that “the order has not yet
come out”, prompting the CJI
tosay“wait, letussee”.Kamat
contended that the matter
“hasfarreachingimplications”
and said “all the colleges have
been closed” and that “what-
everinterimarrangementyour
Lordships decide will be ac-
ceptable toeveryone”.
The CJI reiterated that the

SupremeCourtwilltakeupthe
matter “at an appropriate
time”.
In the Karnataka High

Court, a dayafter it concluded
the previous hearing by ex-
pressingitsintenttopassanin-
terimorder,a fullbenchsaid it
was “pained” over the agita-
tions for and against the hijab
banandsaidthe“righttofree-

dom of religion was not ab-
solute”.
In the seven-page interim

order, the full bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Ritu Raj
Awasthi, JusticeKrishnaSDixit
and Justice J M Khazi stated:
“The interest of students
wouldbebetterservedbytheir
returningtotheclassesthanby
the continuation of agitations
and consequent closure of in-
stitutions. The academic year
is coming toanendshortly.”
It said: “Elongation of ac-

ademic termswouldbedetri-
mental to theeducational ca-
reer of students especially
when the timelines for ad-
mission to higher studies/
courses are mandatory... In
the above circumstances, we
request thestategovernment,
and all other stakeholders to
reopen theeducational insti-
tutions and allow the stu-
dents to return to the classes
at the earliest.”
The full bench said that

pending consideration of the
petitions, “we restrain all the
studentsregardlessof theirre-
ligion or faith fromwearing
saffronshawls(bhagwa)scarfs,
hijab,religiousflagsorthelike,
withintheclassroom,untilfur-
therorders”.
It said the order “is con-

fined to...institutionswherein
the College Development
Committees have prescribed
the student dress code/uni-
form.”
Referring to protests over

the issue, theHighCourt said:
“Firstly, we are pained by the
ongoingagitationsandclosure
of educational institutions
since the past few days, espe-
ciallywhenthiscourtisseized
of this matter and important
issuesofConstitutionalsignif-
icanceandofpersonal laware
beingseriouslydebated.”
It said: “It hardly needs to

be mentioned that ours is a
countryofpluralcultures,reli-
gions and languages. Being a
secular state, it does not iden-
tify itself with any religion as
its own. Every citizen has the
right to profess and practice
any faithof choice is true.”
Italsosaidtherighttofree-

dom of religion was not ab-
solute. “However, such a right
notbeingabsolute issuscepti-
ble to reasonable restrictions
asprovidedbytheConstitution
of India.Whether wearing of
hijabintheclassroomispartof
theessentialreligiouspractice
of Islam in the light of
Constitutional guarantees,
needs a deeper examination,”
theHighCourt said.
“Ours being a civilized so-

ciety,nopersoninthenameof
religion,cultureorthelikecan
bepermittedtodoanyactthat
disturbspublicpeaceandtran-
quility. Endless agitations and
closureof educational institu-
tionsindefinitelyarenothappy
things tohappen. Thehearing
of thesematters on an urgent
basis is continuing,” the full
benchsaid.
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Lawstudent held, his retd bureaucrat
father booked for GK hit-and-run

SONWASATTHEWHEEL,HITBUSINESSMAN:POLICE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

A27-YEAR-OLDlawstudenthas
been arrested for allegedly hit-
ting abusinessmanwithhis car
anddragginghimonthebonnet
in SouthDelhi’sGreaterKailash
1 on Tuesday. Police said his fa-
ther,aretiredIASofficer,hasalso
been booked for allegedly har-
bouringhis son.
Raj Sundaram, whowas al-

legedly driving the vehicle, a
Volkswagen T-Roc, studies at a
leading private university in
Gurgaon. According to police,

initial probe has revealed he
doesnothavea licence.
The incident took place

around6pmTuesdayandCCTV
footage purportedly shows Raj
drivingthenewlypurchasedve-
hicleanddraggingthevictimon
the bonnet for over 100metres
before theman falls to the road
andthecardrivesoff.
Thefamilyof theman,Anant

VijayMandelia(37),saidhesus-
tainedmultiple injuries on his
head and is admitted at Max
Hospital,Saket.Herunsahydro-
ponics business and lives with
his family inGK-I.
DCP (South district) Benita

MaryJaikersaid,“Initially,acase
under sections of rash driving
and causing grievous hurt was
registered. New sections have
nowbeenaddedon thebasis of
factsthatemergedduringinves-
tigation. The accused was ar-
restedoutsideLeMeridianHotel
inGurgaonandisfacingcharges
underIPCsections307(attempt
to murder) and 308 (culpable
homicide not amounting to
murder).Wehave also arrested
Raj’s father, Pandyan Kalyan
Sundaram,whoretiredfromthe
postof joint secretary in thepe-
troleum ministry. He was
booked under IPC section 212

(harbouring).”
Police said they received a

call about the hit-and-run inci-
dent and, after talking to wit-
nesses, found that a mustard
Volkswagen had hit Mandelia
outsidehishouse.Policechecked
CCTVfootage in the localityand
traced thevehicle.
“Police reachedRaj’shouse,

fromwhere theyrecovered the
vehicle.Heandhis fatherwere
missing. Using technical sur-
veillance, the father and son,
who were communicating
with their relatives and advo-
cates via WhatsApp, were ar-
rested fromLeMeridienHotel,”

an officer said.
According to police, during

questioning,Raj initially told in-
vestigatorshis fatherwas at the
wheel.Police,however, claimto
havefoundCCTVfootagewhich
shows Raj getting out from the
driver’s sideandhis father from
thepassenger side.
“Wehavealsorecoveredsev-

eralvideoclipsfromhisphoneof
hiscar’sspeedometer... showing
aspeedofover120km/hr.Thelo-
cations suggest these videos
were recorded indifferentareas
of South Delhi,” said an officer,
adding that the car was pur-
chasedbyRaj’s father.

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

RASHDRIVINGhas been a con-
stantissueintheGreaterKailash
IareawherebusinessmanAnant
Mandelia (37) was hit by a car
and dragged for some distance
on its bonnet, his family aswell
as residents claimed.
Afamilymember,whoasked

not to be identified, said
Mandelia’sconditionwasstable
though he has not yet regained
consciousness. He claimed
Anantwas trying tostop theac-
cusedfromdrivingrashlywhen
hewashitby thevehicle.
Mandelia runs a hydropon-

ics business, and the family has
been living in thearea fora long
time, according toneighbours.
The section of the road

wherethe incident tookplace is
wide andbegins at a three-way

intersection and concludes at a
dead-end.It isflankedbyhomes
onbothsides,oneof thembeing
Mandelia’s.
Vinod (35), who goes by his

firstnameandworksasadriver
at a home close toMandelia’s,
was out on the streetwhen the
incident happened. “The busi-
nessman would walk here
sometimes... that evening, he
was standing on the road. The
carspedpastandturnedaround
and I sawMandelia on thebon-
net, holding on to the wiper,
evenas thedriverdroveon...He
felloffandthecarspedaway.We
haveseenitherebefore,”hesaid.
Nitin Thakur, another driver

in the area, said, “I heard some-
body shouting and came out to
seeMandelia fallingand thecar
driving away immediately. He
was bleeding, and the family’s
driver, who was outside, took
himto thehospital.”

A day before the incident,
Vinod said police barricades
had been placed near the dead
end. After Tuesday, the barri-
cadeswere shifted to the inter-
section, forcingvehicles toslow
down. “Vehicles tend to speed
here,” he added.

A 43-year-old womanwho
lives nearby, requesting
anonymity, claimed she had
seen a yellow car speeding on
the road a day before the inci-
dent and tried to stop it. “They
didnotstop. It isawideresiden-
tial road and rash driving is a

concern here. Residents come
herewith theirchildrentocycle
since it’s a dead end. In fact,
Mandelia was trying to talk to
theRWAtogetbarricadesputup
andspeedbreakersmadesothat
vehicles slowdown,” shesaid.
ArunVohra,presidentof the

GK-1B-BlockRWA,claimedthey
had filedpolice complaints ear-
lier, but no action was taken.
“Thatstretchofaroundhalfakm
is a secludedone, and it’s a very
wide road. Rash driving is a big
problemthere,”hesaid.
However,apoliceofficersaid

theyhadnot received any com-
plaintsof rashdrivingor speed-
ing from locals: “The matter
cameto lightonlyafter the inci-
dent.”
Mandeliahasalsobeenasso-

ciatedwiththeRWA,thoughhe
wasnotamember,andtheissue
hasbeenbroughttotheassocia-
tion’snotice,Vohraadded.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

DELHI REPORTED 977 fresh
Covid cases Friday, recording a
daily tally of less than 1,000 af-
teraperiodof44days,asperthe
dailyhealthbulletinreleasedby
theDelhi government. Thepos-
itivity rate also dropped below
the2%mark to1.73%Friday.
A positivity rate of less than

2%wasrecordedforthefirsttime
in42daysasperthedata.ACovid
outbreak is thought to beunder
controlwhenapositivityratebe-
low 5% ismaintained formore
thantwoweeks,accordingtothe
WorldHealthOrganisation. The
number of cases and positivity
rate has been steadily declining
despite the government lifting
restrictionssuchasweekendcur-
few, closure of schools, colleges,
andgyms.
The current surge of cases,

whichwasthefifthforDelhiand
thirdforthecountry,waxedand
wanedquicklyinthecapital.The
number of fresh cases reported
each day remainedmore than
1,000consecutively foraperiod
of 44 days during the current
surge. In comparison, it re-
mained over the 1,000-mark
consecutivelyfor59daysduring
the previous surge of cases in

April-May lastyear.
“This current surge of cases

was for a short duration as I had
predictedbefore.This isbecause
over95%of Delhi residentshave
alreadybeenexposedtothevirus.
Thiswasalso the reasonwesaw
fewer deaths this time around,”
saidDrJugalKishore,headof the
departmentofcommunitymed-
icineatSafdarjungHospital.
“It istimeforlifetogobackto

normal.We have to treat it just
likeH1N1,wehave it seasonally
butnooneistoobotheredabout
it,” saidDrKishore.
He added, therewas a need

toremainpreparedforanyother
variantofSars-CoV-2orothervi-
ral infections. “We have seen
severalpathogensjumpingfrom
animals to human beings over

the last 20 to 30 years and we
will seemore and the interac-
tionsbetweenhumansandani-
mals increase. We have to be
prepared.Wehavetostrengthen
our sub-centres and primary
health centres, create oxygen
beds close to people. We have
around 1.25 lakh sub-centres
acrossIndiaand35,000primary
health centres. If all of them
were well equipped, people
would not rush to hubs such as
Delhiwhereoxygenwasinshort
supply.Wehavetopreparenow
so that in case some outbreak
happens, the protocols can be
activated,”hesaid.
Therehavebeen1.84million

casesand26,047Coviddeathsin
the capital since the pandemic
began in2020.

ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

THEDELHI government is likely
tostartscalingdownthenumber
of beds earmarked for the treat-
ment of Covid, according tooffi-
cialsintheknowofthematter.At
present,therearearound15,000
beds earmarked for Covid pa-
tientsacrossgovernmentandpri-
vatehospitals inthecapital.
Despite a consistent decline

incasesfromJanuarythirdweek
and a positivity rate of less than
5%over the last10days, thegov-
ernmentshiedawayfromreleas-
ing beds for the treatment of
other ailments. “All the restric-
tions are being lifted now and
evenschoolsandcollegesarere-
opening, wewant to wait and
watchwhetherthereisanuptick
in cases.Wewanted to be cau-
tious. The de-escalation process
willlikelybeginbynextweek,but
even then itwill be in a phased
mannerjustlikeitwasscaledup,”

saidaseniorgovernmentofficial.
There were just over 3,000

beds earmarked for the treat-
ment of the infection in govern-
menthospitalsandtemporaryfa-
cilitiessuchastheonesbeingrun
onRamlilaMaidanbythegovern-
ment.Almost all thebeds inpri-
vate sector hospitalswere being
used for treatment of other ail-
mentswith thehospitals hardly
seeing any Covid cases after the
massive wave of infections in
April-Maylastyear.
Whenthecitysawanincrease

in dengue cases in October and
November last year, 20% out of
the30%ofbedsofficiallyreserved
for Covid in the private sector
weredivertedfor itstreatment.
The bed strength in the gov-

ernmentsectorwasincreasedto
4,300andprivatehospitalswere
asked to reserve 40%of their to-
tal beds during the firstweek of
January. The number of beds
acrosshospitalswasincreasedto
over 12,000 by January second
week and to 14,000 by January-

endbywhichtimethecaseshad
alreadystartedgoingdown.
Evenatthepeakofthecurrent

wave,with cases surging to the
samelevelas thepreviouswave,
bed occupancy remained low.
The hospitalisations peaked at
2,734 on January 19 for the cur-
rentwave, with hospital occu-
pancyremainingatlessthan20%.
TheDelhihealthministersaid

after the delta variant-driven
wave, the government had pre-
pared for over 35,000 hospital
andstep-downhealthcentres.He
said, less than15,000bedswere
releasedbecausethehospitalisa-
tionsweren’thigh.
Eventhoughofficiallyallpri-

vate hospitals are to keep 40%
earmarkedforCovid,manyhave
alreadystartedusingthem.“Over
the two years, we have learned
howtoquicklyconvertwardsfor
Covidsoif thereisasurgewecan
gobacktotreatingCovidpatients.
But for now, there are others in
need of treatment,” said an offi-
cial fromaprivatehospital.

Thepositivity ratealsodroppedbelowthe2%markto1.73%
onFriday.Archive

Covid cases in Delhi drop
below 1,000 after 44 days

Govt to scale down Covid beds
after ensuring no surge in cases
when schools, colleges reopen

Rash driving in area a constant concern: Kin, residents

Policehadplacedbarricadesnear thedead-end.AbhinavSaha
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

FOUR PERSONS, including a
nine-year-oldgirl,whowereout
grazing sheeponanemptyplot
in Outer Delhi’s Bawana area
diedafteranoldbuildingnearby
collapsed and theywereburied
under the rubbleonFriday.
Police identified the victims

asRukaiyaKhatoon(55),Shahzad
(25), Danish (24) and Afrin (9),
who were from the Bawana JJ
colonyarea.Theirfamiliesalleged
therewasdelayinrescuework—
aclaimpolicedenied.
According to police, they

were informed that a building
neartheDJBofficehadcollapsed.
Sofar,noFIRhasbeenregistered.
“We received a call around

2.45 amabout the building col-
lapseinBawana.Onreachingthe
spot,wefoundthatthesaidbuild-
ing was built under the Rajiv
RatanAawasYojanaandhad300-
400 rooms/flats. Most of these
were vacant. A portion had col-
lapsed.WecalledthreeJCBs,ahy-
dracraneandambulancestothe
spot. Four-five persons were
trappedunder the debris. Some
were pulled out and fire teams
were called to helpwith rescue
operations,” said DCP (Outer-
North)BrijendraYadav.
TheDelhigovernmentsaid it

was “pained to learn about this
tragic incident”. “An immediate
departmental enquiry has been
initiatedintothematter.Thegov-
ernmentiscloselymonitoringthe
whole situation and it has been
broughttolightthatthebuilding
was constructed during 2007-
2010,”agovernmentofficialsaid.
The Delhi Fire Service (DFS)

saidthree-fourfiretenderswere
rushed to the spot after theygot
a call regarding the incident.
SeniorDFSofficerRajivSinhasaid
rescue operations took around
fourhoursandtheymanagedto

pullout fourpeople: “Therewas
noprobleminreachingthespot.
Such operations take time.We
managed to rescue four people,
butthedifficultiesduetotherub-
blecreatedsomeproblems.”
The victims had bought

sheep in the past few years to
supplement their daily income
by selling milk. Their families
work in the Bawana Industrial
areaaslow-skilledfactorywork-
ersandearnRs300-400perday
for12hoursofwork.
Shehnaz was with her

daughter,Afrin,atthespotinthe
afternoon when she heard a
rumbling noise from the build-
ing. Her daughter was playing
nearitwhenitsuddenlycrashed
down on them. Shehnazman-
aged to survive andwas carried
by locals to her homewhere a
white tent, signifying adeath in
the family, erected outside her
homeconfirmedherworstfears.
“Initially, we did not tell her

thatherdaughterdied.Itwastoo
much for her to bear. I pulled
Shehnaz out of the rubble... She
had tried towarn her daughter
tonotplayintheareaandasshe
turned her head, the building

collapsed,”saidAslamKhan(27),
a relative.
Rukaiya had just begun eat-

inglunchwhenthebuildingcol-
lapsedontopofher.Her16-year-
old daughter said, “I askedmy
mother tosit in theshadeof the
building to eat. She stood there
with her tiffin box and water
bottlewhenshevanishedunder
the rubblebeforemyeyes.”
Abdul Haq (56) was incon-

solablewhen he heard that his
son,Danish,wasdead.Hehadar-
rivedinDelhi justafewdaysago
fromUP’s Amroha after his son
calledhim:“Mysonhadtohand
over some money for our ex-
penses.Thatbuildingcouldhave
fallen any time. Itwas a disaster
waitingtohappen.Welostason
andabreadwinnerofthefamily.”
Shahzad’s family, mean-

while, claimed locals had to
carryoutrescueworkforoveran
hour before police arrived. “We
hadmanaged to get some peo-
ple and a sheep out of the rub-
ble. Police camewith the bull-
dozers an hour later,” alleged
Anwari, a relative.
Policedeniedtheallegations

andsaid ateamreachedthespot
within minutes after the inci-
dentwasreported.

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,FEBRUARY11

ADAYafter a chunk of the sixth
floor collapsed in Gurgaon’s
Chintels Paradiso society, killing
twopeople,residentsallegedthat
theyhave, in thepast, filedcom-
plaints on poor quality of con-
struction, structural issues and
substandardmaterialbeingused.
In July2021,aslabof aroof in

abalconyhadcollapsedattower
H.Aftercomplaintsbyresidents,
astructuralauditwasconducted
by the developer under the su-
pervision of theDepartment of
TownandCountryPlanning.One
of the conclusions of the audit,
conducted by a private consult-
ant,wasthatthebuildingtowers
were“safeforhumanhabitation”.
Spreadover12acres, the so-

ciety has nine towers. A total of
450flatsoutof532areoccupied.
Thestructural audit report in

September 2021 of five towers
—E,F,G,HandJ—conductedbya
private agency, SGREngineering
to check “distresses in structure
andstructural elements like col-
umnbeamsslabs,brickwalls,bal-
conies,etc,”concludedthat“over-
all the structuralmembers like
columns, beams, lift walls and
slabs seem good, which is the
mainpartofbuildingtransferring
theloadstothefoundation”.
“Also, there is neither signifi-

cantsettlementoffoundationob-
served nor any major crack in
basementfloorisobserved,which
givesreassurancethatoverallcon-
ditionofbuildingisgoodandcan
becategorisedasC2-B(noevacu-
ation, onlyminor structural re-
pairs).Hence, it issafeforhuman
habitation,”thereporthadstated.
The report mentioned that

cracksinbalconiesarepresentin
severalplacesandleakageswere
observed at various locations.
“Some core cutting test results
aregivingstrengthslightlylower
thanthedesignstrengthof con-
crete,butdonotposeathreat to
thebuilding,” the reportadded.

Residentssaidtheyhadwrit-
ten to the district town planner
pointingout issueswith theau-
ditreportandrequestedanother
independent structural audit of
allninetowersandunderground
basementby IIT-Delhi.
Sonam Arora, a resident of

tower H, alleged: “My sonwas
playingbelowthebuildingwhen
the roof slab from the balcony
fell.” She said after the incident,
she alongwith around 50 resi-
dentswenttotheBajgherapolice
station to try and register an FIR
against the builder. “Police said
theywouldnotfileanFIRasthere
wasnocasualty,” shealleged.
OnwhynoFIRwasregistered,

Gurgaon Police spokesperson
SubhashBoken said,“Thematter
has been taken into cognizance.
If there was any lapse, action
wouldbetaken.”Gurgaondeputy
commissioner Nishant Kumar
Yadav saidaninquirycommittee
headed by additional district
magistratehadbeenformed,and
it would submit its report in a
weektofixaccountability.
Vishram Kumar Meena,

AdditionalDeputyCommissioner,
whoisconductinganenquiryinto
thecollapse,said,“Ourfirstprior-
itywas the rescue. The commit-
teewillnowprobethereasonsfor
thecollapseandlapsesonpartof
the builder and contractor.We
will look into the complaints of
residentsandthestructuralaudit
reportconductedearlier.”
As per a preliminary probe

into Thursday’s incident, repair
work related to flooring and
changing of tiles was going on
andlabourerswereusingdrilling
andhammerequipment,which
may have led to the collapse.
HaryanaHomeMinisterAnilVij
said,“AnFIRhasbeenregistered.
TwoDSPs are probing themat-
ter... culpritswillnotbespared.”
RSBhath, district townplan-

ner,didnotrespondtocallsseek-
ingacomment.SourcessaidDTCP
officials hadbeendirected to in-
vestigatethepreviouscomplaints
filedandstructuralauditreport.
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GURGAONCOLLAPSE

SUKRITABARUAH
GURGAON,FEBRUARY11

SIXTEENHOURSafterachunkof
the sixth floor collapsed all the
way down to the first floor at
Chintels Paradiso society in
Gurgaon’s Sector 109, rescue
workersmanagedtopulloutbu-
reaucrat Arun Srivastava (60)
whowasstuckundertherubble
inside his flat. His wife, Sunita
(55), diedunder thedebris.
On Thursday evening, the

drawing roomof an apartment
on the sixth floor of Tower D
cavedand fell through the fifth,
fourth, third and second floors,
beforecrashingtothefirst-floor
apartment which belonged to
thecouple.Srivastava,anIndian
RailwayServiceofEngineersof-
ficer, and his wifewere in their
drawing room at the time.
Srivastava was conscious, and
his leg (below the knee) was
caughtundertherubble.Rescue
teams took him out alive, with
his leg intact.
The rescue operation in-

cludedpersonnelfromthepolice,
district administration, fire
brigade, health department, the
StateDisasterResponseForceand
115personnel fromtheNational
DisasterResponseForce.
SaidNDRFCommandantPK

Tiwari, “Wegot the information
at 7 pm and the RRC Dwarka
teamgothereby7.30pm,which
was joined later by two teams
from the Ghaziabad headquar-
ters...Thebuildingisquiteunsta-
ble and in a dangerous condi-
tion;workinginthatwasitself is
a challenge.While rescuing, the
biggest responsibility for us is
thatnorescuergetsinjured... the
trapped person was in a very
critical position fromwherewe
tookhimout.”
According to personnel in-

volved in the operation, reach-
ing Srivastava’s leg through the
debris in an unstable structure
without further destabilising it
wasachallenge.
“The entire drawing roomof

the sixth floor had fallen down
there, going through the other
floors...Theentirelowerrightleg,
up to the knee, of themanwas
caughtunderthedebris.Theonly
waytoworkinthatsituationisto
createapocket in thedebris, just
like a foxhole.We first stabilised
allthedebrisaboveusingshoring

metal.After that,wemadea fox-
holetocreateanapproachtillhis
foot. Oncewe created that, we
usedspecialisedequipmentcalled
airbagstoraisethedebrisenough
to release 60-70%of the leg. For
theremaining30%,wehadtouse
ropeslikethoseusedforliftingor
climbing to cover his body in a
harness.Weused airbags to lift
somemoredebrisandpulledhim
out from there,” said Deputy
CommandantKuleeshAnand.
The need to amputate

Srivastava’s leg to release him
was a possibility that had been
considered both on Thursday
nightandFridaymorning.
“In the morning, the NDRF

teamagainsuggestingcuttinghis
leg. TheDeputy Commissioner
consultedthecivilsurgeonteam,
whichcheckedandfoundthathis
legwas fine and not even frac-
tured...cuttingwouldhavecaused
toomuchtrauma,”saidanofficial
inthedistrictadministration.
AspokespersonforMaxSuper

Speciality Hospital Gurgaon,
whereArunwas taken, said, “He
was resuscitated and provided
first aid at the site. Hewas then
rushed to the emergency of the
hospitalforfurthermedicalman-
agement on Fridaymorning.He
wasconsciousandhisvitalswere
normal. After running essential
scans, hehas been shifted to the
ICUforobservationunderamul-
tidisciplinaryteamofspecialists.”
GulshanKalra,deputydirec-

tor, fire department, said a rela-
tiveof theSrivastavas’,whowas
visiting them, escaped injuries
as shewas in thewashroom of
their first floor housewhen the
ceilingcollapsed.

DU to shift to physical exams from May,
open book format to continue till then

Out grazing sheep, 4 killed in
building collapse at Bawana

UG curriculum framework
gets EC final nod, 3 dissent

Anganwadi workers take
out fresh rally, FIR filed

Thefirst floor flatwhereArunSrivastava andhiswifeSunita lived.Express

SUKRITABARUAH
GURGAON,FEBRUARY11

FOR RESIDENTS of tower D at
Chintels Paradiso society in
Gurgaon’s sector 109, Thursday
nightwasa fearful one, spent at
their friends’ homes. And,what
comesnext, isequallyuncertain.
ShwetaShrivastava(36)was

in her home on the sixth floor
when she heard a loud sound,
which she thoughtmight be an
earthquake. In fact, thedrawing
room in another apartment on
thesamefloorhadcaved in.
“Myfriendinaneighbouring

building saw it happen and she
calledmeandsaid, ‘Shweta,run,
the building is collapsing’. I
grabbedmy children and raced
downthe stairs...Westayed the
night in her house. All our be-
longings are inmy flat; we are
stillwearingtheclotheswewere
in lastnight,” shesaid.
She and her husband have

been living in the flat on rent—
they pay Rs 20,000 amonth—

forthelasttwoyears.Whilethey
will now look at shifting else-
where, homeownerswho have
spentsavingsandtakenloansto
buy the flats are looking for so-
lutions fromthebuilder.
“Formy3,150square feet flat,

we had to pay Rs 1.8 crore, plus
registrationchargesandoverhead
expenses.ThatwasRs1.9crorefor
a raw flat. Huge amountswere
spent byeveryone to thenmake
theflatshabitable.Iamnearing60

now,wespent all our savingson
this.Our future looksbleak. Ifwe
have to vacate, we don’t have
fundstoshiftelsewhere...Noone
from the topmanagement has
comehere so far to address any-
thing because they know that
theyhavedonewrong,”saidLalit
Kapur,wholivesonthe11thfloor
of thebuilding.
Vipin Rana (30) was out on

thelawnoutsidethebuildingtill
3 am, hoping to see bureaucrat

Arun Srivastava,whowas stuck
undertherubble,beingrescued
safely.While Arunmade it out
alive, hiswife Sunita died in the
collapse.“Iknowhimquitewell.
Till the rescue teams arrived, I
andother residents had tried to
findways to get him out, but it
was impossible. We already
knewthathiswifehaddied,”he
said. Ranaand the sixmembers
of his family slept at a friend’s
houseonThursdaynight,buthe
has little idea of what the days
andweeksaheadwill bring.
“Wehaven’tbeenabletoget

ourbelongingsfromtheflat;ac-
cess has been closed. Even if
they open it, I don’t think we
willhavethecouragetoset foot
inside thebuilding.Weare try-
ing to find a way to get the
builder to give us alternate ac-
commodation. In fact, many of
us want the entire building to
be demolished and built again
with better construction. The
entire construction is weak,
which iswhyall this ishappen-
ing,” he said.

‘My friend called me and said:
Run, the building is collapsing’

6 months ago, part
of balcony collapsed,
audit was conducted

16-hr op to get bureaucrat out fromunder the rubble

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

DELHIUNIVERSITYFridaysaidit
wouldshifttothephysicalmode
ofexamsonlyinMayandthatall
exams to be held inMarch, in-
cluding for first-year students,
will be in the online open book
exam (OBE) format. DU had
shifted to the OBE format since
thepandemicstruck in2020.
PrincipalshadtoldTheIndian

Express Thursday that several
students,especially those inthe
first-year,hadexpressedappre-
hensiononreturningtocampus,
whenitre-opensonFebruary17,
astheirexamswillbeginshortly
after and it would take them
timetosettle.
A meeting of the Working

GroupofExaminationswasheld
Friday evening to decide on the
matter. In a notification there-
after, Dean Examinations D S
Rawat said, “It is hereby in-

formed to all concerned that
UniversityofDelhi...hasdecided
that all examinations... con-
ductedduring...MarchandApril
2022(oddsemester), shallbe in
Open Book Examination (OBE)
mode.Further,all examinations
which shall be conducted dur-
ing... May 2022 and onwards
(evensemester)shallbeinphys-
icalmode...”

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Rawat said thedecision
wasunanimous:“... fromMarch
10, classes for the first semester
willbesuspendedduetotheex-
ams.First-yearstudentshavenot
studiedoffline, so itwouldhave
been too much pressure for
themtoappearforofflineexams.
So,wedecidedtogowithonline
exams.”

Principals said the decision
mayslightlyeasetheburdenon
students. “It’s difficult to sayas
of now how this will affect ar-
rival of first-year students... As
per theemailsweweregetting,
it seemed like a problem for
many to return. So if exams
would have started offline
while they were settling, it
could be problematic. In that
respect, this isawisedecision,”
said Ramjas College principal
Manoj Khanna.
Shri Ram College of

CommercePrincipalSimritKaur
alsosaidonewouldhavetowait
and watch if the examination
would have any effect on stu-
dents returning. “Wehave got a
veryenthusiasticresponsefrom
studentswhowanttoreturn,but
of course they also have some
apprehensionsaboutaccommo-
dationetc. In that sense, thede-
cision to continue with online
OBEwill at leasteasesomebur-
den for them,” shesaid.

Anapartmentonthe6thfloorofTowerDhadcavedin.Express

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

CONTINUING THEIR indefinite
strike foran increase inhonorar-
ium, hundreds of anganwadi
workers andhelpers Friday took
outa‘khabardar’rallyagainstthe
Delhi government near Vidhan
Sabha,threateningtointensifythe
stir if theirdemandsarenotmet.
Police said they had filed an

FIRinconnectionwiththeprotest,
sinceitwasheldwithoutpermis-
sion. “Legalactionhasbeen initi-
ated under IPC Section 188 and
Section 3 of the Prevention of
DamagetoPublicPropertyAct.No
arresthasbeenmadenorhasany

personbeendetainedasofnow,”
saidDCP(North)SagarSinghKalsi.
The women have been

protestingformorethan12days
near the Chief Minister’s
residence. Protesters alleged
they were stopped by the
DelhiPoliceatseveralpointsand
someoftheirmemberswerede-
tained—aclaimpolicedenied.
NeelamRani (49),anangan-

wadi worker from Paschim
Vihar, said, “This rally is impor-
tant becausewewant theDelhi
governmenttoseeusandunder-
standwhatwehavebeengoing
through.”
When contacted, officials in

theDelhigovernmentrefusedto
comment.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

DELHI UNIVERSITY’S Executive
Council Friday gave its final ap-
provaltotheimplementationof
the Undergraduate Curriculum
Framework (UGCF) from the
2022-23academicsessionwhen
the university shifts to a four-
yearUGprogramme.“TheUGCF
2022waspassedwithjustthree
dissents.Nowthatthestatutory
bodies have all passed it, work
will start on preparing the syl-
labi,”saidRegistrarVikasGupta.
InthedissentnoteFriday,the

threedissentingmembers—ad-
vocateAshokAgarwal,advocate

Rajpal Singh Pawar and elected
teachers’ representative Seema
Das — said, “We the following
members, recordourdissenton
the agenda regarding UGCF
2022. Themembers raisedcon-
cerns. It is extremely unfortu-
nate that these have been
brushed aside in passing this
hurried half-baked restructur-
ing.We also urge the adminis-
trationtoputontheagendaitem
andadoptthe5thDecemberlet-
ter of MHRD. We demand
absorption first before any re-
structuringof theacademiccur-
riculumisundertaken...”
TheUGCFhadbeenpassedin

the Academic Council on
February9with11dissents.

Principals said thedecisionmayslightlyeasetheburdenon
students,especially those inthe firstyear.Archive

ArunSrivastava,an Indian
RailwayServiceofEngineers
officer, andhiswifeSunita
were intheirdrawingroom
atthetime.Hiswifedied
under thedebris. Express

Policesaid thebuildingwas
builtaspartof theRajiv
RatanAawasYojana; (left)
9-year-oldAfrinwasamong
thevictims.AmitMehra

HCallows
NavneetKalra
togoabroad
NewDelhi:Directing the
authoritiesnottotakeac-
tionbasedonthelookout
circular issued against
him,theDelhiHighCourt
Friday allowedbusiness-
manNavneet Kalra, who
is facing a money laun-
dering probe in connec-
tion with purchase of
oxygen concentrators by
his company, to travel to
DubaiandMilan.

Threemen
whorobbed
ATMsheld
New Delhi: Threemem-
bers of a gang,who used
to allegedly rob bank
ATMs, were arrested
Friday morning after a
brief exchange of fire in
Outer-NorthDelhi’sBadli
area. “After receiving in-
formation that the ac-
cusedwouldcometothe
Badlipolicestationareato
rob an ATM, police laid a
trap. Theaccused firedat
police and they also
fired back. All the
three accused were
nabbed,” a senior police
officer said.ENS

CurbsinNoida
tobelifted
Noida:With active Covid
cases dipping below
1,000 in Gautam Buddh
Nagar,theadministration
Friday announced relax-
ation in curbs such as re-
ducing night curfew
hours and reopening of
gyms and swimming
pools.PTI

BRIEFLY

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 15,375 14,662
ICU BEDS 4,475 4,175

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
85,533

NOIDA
Feb10 Feb11

Cases 168 60
Deaths 0 0
GURGAON
Cases 413 319
Deaths 0 2

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 592
OXYGENSUPPORT 178
VENTILATORSUPPORT 66

DELHI: TOTAL
CASES
18,49,596

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Feb10 1,104 1,958 12 52,848
Feb11 977 1,591 12 56,444
Total 4,812 18,18,737 26,047 3,55,18,310
*Total active cases inDelhi

New Delhi
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B A T T L EA N U P H I L L

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,FEBRUARY11

ONEOF the big poll topics this
electionseasoninUttarPradesh
iselectricity. Itkeepscomingup
inspeechesandmanifestos,and
inwhat the voters say they ex-
pect of the government. As UP
inchestowards24hourssupply,
the chorus is no more about
“chaubis ghante bijli” but “sasti
bijli dar” or “free bijli” (cheap or
freeelectricity).

The tariff
The state has about 3 crore

electricityconsumers.Consumer
forumssaythedomesticelectric-
itybillhasmore thandoubled in
eight years in the state. Amajor
hike tookplaceunder
the previous
Samajwadi Party
regime, but the BJP
government has also
increased rates.
Currently,thetariff for
consumers in UP, in-
cludingfixedcharges,isRs110per
kilowattpermonth,withtherate
risingasmorepowerisused,go-
ingup toRs 7per kWh. The last
hikewasinthe2018-19financial
year. While the Uttar Pradesh
Power Corporation Limited can
recommendahike, thedecision
lieswith theUttar PradeshState
Electricity Regulatory
Commission. Sources saidahike
was recommended in 2020-21
but the commission turned it
down.Withthecommissionbe-
inganautonomousbody,thegov-
ernmentmust technically get a
hikeorcutclearedbyit.
Thedemandtoreducetariffs

considering the pandemic has
beenaroundforawhile,butthe
government acted only in
January, just before polls were
announced, reducing the tariff
by 50% for use of tubewells by
farmers.

Thepromise
The SPwas the first to vow

300units of “free electricity” to
domesticconsumersifitsgovern-
ment came to power. SP chief
AkhileshYadaveven launcheda
“registration campaign”, asking

people tosignupfor thescheme
underthenamesontheirelectric-
itybills orusingAadhaar cards if
theywereneworprobable con-
sumers.Thepromisewaspartof
the SP’smanifesto released this
week, alongwith the guarantee
of“freeelectricity”forfarmirriga-
tion.While theSPalsopromised
24 hours electricity earlier, its
leadersarefocusingmoreonthe
promiseof300freeunitsnow.
TheBJPalsoreleaseditsman-

ifestothisweek,withtheveryfirst
‘sankalpa’onitspaperbeing‘free
electricitytofarmersforirrigation
fornext5years’.Whilein2017,the
BJPhadpromised24-hour elec-
tricity to every household, this
time it did not mention this,
thoughthepartyhasbeenclaim-
ingthattheYogiAdityanathgov-

ernmenthasbeenable
toensure18-hoursup-
ply to rural and 24
hourstocityareas.The
party appears to have
givenupanother 2017
promise: of subsidised
electricitytothepoorat

therateofRs3perunitforthefirst
100units. TheCongress,like2017,
hastakenthemiddlepath,prom-
isingtoreduceelectricitybillsby
half.Ithasalsopromisedto“waive
off pending arrears from the
Covidperiod”.

The fallout
Asperexperts,theSP’sprom-

ise of free electricity up to 300
units,alongwithfreeelectricityto
farmers,would cost the excheq-
uer overRs25,000 croreper an-
num. Awadhesh Verma,
President of the Uttar Pradesh
State Power Consumer Forum,
whohasbeenfightingforreduc-
ingelectricityratesforyears,says,
“Intherecentpast,UttarPradesh
domestic electricity consumers
have seen themaximumhike in
electricitytariffs...”
Verma feels anygovernment

wouldfindithardtowriteoffthe
charge given the amount in-
volved.Accordingtohim,abetter
solutionwouldbereducedrates.
Freepowertofarmerswasamore
practical promise, he adds. “It
would cost the exchequer no
more than Rs 1,800 crore, and
wouldnotbeaproblem.”

AVANEESHMISHRA
RANIKHET, FEBRUARY11

VIRTUALCAMPAIGNINGisfutile
in Uttarakhand’s Ranikhet, the
picturesquehill townnestled in
the Himalayas. Situated some
1,800metres over sea level, in-
ternet connectivity here is low
and often reliant on clear
weatherconditions.
TheBJP’scandidatefromthe

constituency, Pramod Nainwal
(50), realised this the hardway.
With physical rallies and road-
shows banned due to the pan-
demic,hereliesonvillage-to-vil-
lagecampaigning.
“In places like Ranikhet, vir-

tual campaign is not an option.
Wetwiceattemptedtoorganise
virtualeventsbutitjustdoesnot

work here. There is no internet.
Twiceweplannedavirtualrally
of the PrimeMinister but rains
and snowfall ruined our plans,”
hesays.
And so, the BJP leader’s day

begins at 4am.After a breakfast
ofsabzi-rotiandcoffee,heleaves
his house – all wrapped up in a
saffronkurta, a greensweater, a
traditionalUttarakhandicapand
apair of Adidas shoes. By night,
hewants to cover 16 villages to
complete his target of 178 vil-
lagesthatfallundertheRanikhet
VidhanSabha.
Uttarakhand votes on

February14toelectitsnextstate
assembly.
“I physically have to travel

every single village and touch
everysinglehouse. Incasethere
areacoupleofvillagesveryclose

to each other, we organise a
small jan sabha and invite them
allatoneplace,”saysNainwalaf-
teraddressingasmallgathering
attheMatelaManiharvillage,his
first stop for theday.
Thecoldweatherandtheter-

rain don’tmake it an easy jour-

ney.“Inadayweallcoveraround
90-100km,andaround15-20km
of that is on foot… A few days
ago,therewasalsoheavysnow-
fall and all the roadswere cov-
ered with ice. Campaigning at
sucha time is aherculean task,”
says Aman Joshi, Nainwal’s

brother-in-lawwhotravelswith
him. Throughtheday,Nainwal–
aPhDinlaw--is followedbyhis
aides and supporters. Speakers
mountedontheSUVheistravel-
ling in blares a campaign song
fortheBJP:“JoRamkolaayehain,
hum unko layenge, duniya me

phirsehumbhagwalehrayenge.”
Still, Nainwal has an even

tougher electoral battle. He is
contesting against sittingMLA
Karan Mahara, the two-time
Congress legislator who has
been chosen by the Opposition
partyonceagain.
The BJP leader, who fought

andlostthe2017assemblyelec-
tion from the seat as an
Independent, isbankingonanti-
incumbency against Mahara –
the same factor that the BJP is
likelytowrestlewithinthestate.
Aware of the risk, Nainwal

goesonwithhisday.
Earlymorninggatheringsare

sparse,withjust20-25peoplein
attendance, but Naniwal’s con-
voypicksupthepace.By theaf-
ternoon, nearly 100 people are
gatheredtohearhiminJainavil-

lage. He delivers a small speech
in Kumaoni language and asks
his audience to remember that
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
was the onewho provided free
Covid-19vaccinesapartfromthe
Rs6,000giventofarmersannu-
ally under the PM Kisan
SammanNidhischeme.Theonly
way they can thank the Prime
Minister is by pressing the “lo-
tus”,hesays.
Regular stops in villages is

also an opportunity to recruit
members for the BJP or at least
askthemtotakeasymbolicoath
to support the party, but not
everyone is convinced.
“Nainwal ismy distant rela-

tiveandthatiswhyheaskedme
to symbolically join the party.
Thejoiningheremeanswearing
agarlandandaBJPscarf. Iamnot

going to say no to him, but that
changes nothing. My vote is in
my heart,” says 72-year-old
Deewan SinghMehra, a kirana
shopowner inSaulavillage.
“There is my vote,” Mehra

says,pointingataCongresscam-
paignvehiclepassingby.Headds
that Mahara has done a lot for
thevillagewhiletheBJP-ledstate
governmenthasdonelittletoal-
leviatetheunemploymentissue
for residents.
As the night sets in and the

winding roads empty out,
Nainwal, visibly tired, is around
60 km from his residencewith
twomorevillages togo.
“Thisissomethingwhichwill

keepgoingontill latenight. Iget
to go to bed around 1am and
againhavetogetupat4am,”he
says,movingalong.

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA,FEBRUARY11

THE SLOGANS, “Ek mauka
Kejriwal nu” (one chance to
Kejriwal)and“EkmaukaAAPnu”
(one chance to AAP), resonated
through the venue of an “all-
women AAP rally” at Dhuri in
Sangrur district Friday. AAP
supremoandDelhiChiefMinister
Arvind Kejriwal’s wife Sunita
Kejriwal and their daughter
Harshitacametoaddresstherally
toboostthecampaignoftheAAP’s
DhuricandidateBhagwantMann,
the SangrurMPwho is also the
party’sCMfaceintheFebruary20
PunjabAssemblypolls.
This was the first time that

Kejriwal’s familyhit the election
campaigntrail inPunjab.
Hundredsofwomenattended

the rally called “LekhaMaawan
Dhiyanda(conversationbetween
mothersanddaughters)”,where
Sunita andHarshitawere joined
byMann’smotherHarpal Kaur
and his sister Manpreet Kaur.
Manywomanhadcometoattend
the rally by their twowheelers,
carsortractor-trolleys.
Addressing the rally, Sunita

said, “My husband considers
Mannashisyoungerbrotherand
I amseekingvotes formy ‘devar’

(brother-in-law)whohas apas-
sion to do something good for
Punjab.YourMLAwillbetheCM
ofPunjab,doremember that.He
was the only one in Parliament
twodaysbackwhoraised the is-
suesoffarmers...”Thebackdropof
thestagewasformedbyahoard-
ing emblazonedwith a slogan:
“Hun nahi khawange dhokha,
BhagwantMannteKejriwalnude-
wangemauka (Wewill not get
cheated anymore,will give one
chance to BhagwantMann and
Kejriwal”.)
Sunita highlighted theAAP’s

pledge for giving Rs 1,000 per
monthtowomen.“Iusedtobean
IT officer andwas earning good

salary,butstilltheRs100frommy
motherwhen I visitedher place
was very important for me...
Similarly, this Rs 1,000 amount
will be equally important for all
themothers, daughters...Koi suit
le lena, beti ko de dena…maze
aayenge.” Harshita,whiledeclar-
ingher ignoranceonhowtode-
liver a speech, said, “I have come
heretoseekvotesformychacha-
ji... This time, vote for your chil-
dren’s future. You can see how
Delhiisgivingverygoodresultsin
government schools. I studied
fromIIT-Delhi, Icouldhaveeasily
goneabroadbutIlearntanimpor-
tantlessonfrommyfatherthatwe
shouldworkforthecountry.”

MAYURAJANWALKAR
PANAJI, FEBRUARY11

LIKEA reportbytheAssociation
of Democratic Reforms said, as
manyas60percentof theMLAs
inGoahavejumpedpartiessince
2017, from the ones on whose
ticket they were elected. The
Congress is theworst-hit, with
16of its17MLAselectedin2017
nowinotherparties,barringjust
formerchiefministerandLeader
ofOppositionDigambarKamat.

A summary:
■ 24: Of the 40 winners in

2017,24willbecontesting from
a different party or as
Independents.Theseincludethe
12 (2 elected from MGP, 10
elected from Congress in 2017)
whodefectedtotheBJP in2019.

■9: In thecurrent40-mem-
ber House, only 9 MLAs have
been in the sameparty through
atleasttwoterms.Amongthem
isChiefMinisterPramodSawant,
who has risen in the BJP ranks
through the RSS. Of these 9
MLAs too, 3 have changed par-
ties this time. They include for-
mer CM Luizinho Faleiro and
AleixoReginaldoLourenco(from
the Congress to the TMC and
nowIndependent),andex-min-
isterMichealLobo(fromtheBJP

toCongress).
■4:Ofthe10CongressMLAs

whojoineditin2019,theBJPhas
given tickets to 7. Of the 2 ex-
MGP leaders, it has fielded 1. Of
the 4 in all rejected, 1 (former
minister Filipe Nery Rodrigues)
is contesting on an NCP ticket
now, and3 (ex-Deputy Speaker
Isidore Fernandes, formermin-
ister Deepak Pauskar and
WilfredD’sa)as Independents.

■ Former Deputy CM
Ramkrishna alias Sudin
Dhavalikar:Canearnthetitleof
themostloyalMLA,havingbeen
in the same party (MGP) now
through5wins and the coming
contest. Goa’s oldest regional
party, theMGPitself hasmoved
around. Having supported the
BJP twice to formgovernments,
it isnowinanalliancewithTMC.

■ Former CM Churchill

Alemao: The Benaulim strong-
manhashoppedthemostnum-
ber of parties, and once served
19days in power in 2009 as the
first Catholic CM of the state.
Alemao’sstintsincludemultiple
outingswith the Congress, two
different regional fronts, NCP,
andnowtheTMC.

■ Former CM Luizinho
Faleiro:Tillheendedhis40-year
association with the Congress
this time, Faleiro held the dis-
tinctionofhavingwonthemax-
imumMLA elections in Goa (7)
without changing his party. He
is now a Rajya SabhaMP from
theTMC.

■FormerCMPratap Singh
Rane: Goa’s longest-serving
MLAandsix-timeCM,Ranebe-
gan his journey with theMGP
beforemoving to the Congress
in the late1970s.Hehaswon10
consecutive elections for the
Congresssince.However,hisson
and daughter-in-law are now
withtheBJP,andRane,confirm-
ing the Congress’s worst fears,
decided at the lastmoment not
tocontest.

■ Aleixo Reginaldo
Lourenco: The three-time
CongressMLAwas in talkswith
AAP, resigned and joined the
TMCinDecember, thenquit the
TMC,andisnowcontestingasan
Independent.

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,FEBRUARY11

FORDAYSnow,twowomenhave
beensendinglettersandmaking
the rounds of offices of different
politicalpartiesherewithonere-
quest:thataticketnotbegivento
Aman Mani Tripathi. On
Thursday, the BSP fielded the
murderaccusedfromNautanwa,
inMaharajganj, the seat that the
31-year-old had won as an
Independentin2017.
Nidhi Shukla, 34, and Seema

Singh,65,seeitasonemoreblow
to their campaign for justice.
WhileAmanMani is an accused
in the allegedmurder in 2015of
hiswifeandSingh’sdaughterSara,
and is out on bail, AmanMani’s
parents Amar Mani and
Madhumaniareservinglifeterm
for the killing in 2003of Nidhi’s
eldersisterMadhumita.
Singhsaysthatinthelettersto

politicalleaders,“Isaidthatifpeo-
ple likeAmanMani andhis par-
ents come topower, theywould
damagethesocietyandalsoharm
thepublic.”
Shukla says shemet senior

leaders of the BJP, Samajwadi

PartyandNISHADPartywiththe
request to not fieldAmanMani.
“Buttheydidnotmakeanyprom-
ises.”
Then, aweek ago, she heard

that AmanMani was meeting
leaders of the BSP and theyhad
promised him a ticket from
Nautanwa. “I have beenmaking
efforts tomeetBSP leaderssince,
but failed.Twodaysback, I came

toknowSeemaSinghisalsorais-
ingobjectionsoverAmanMani’s
ticket, so I contacted her,” says
Shukla. On Thursday, they both
came to theBSPheadquarters in
Lucknowinthemorning.“Were-
questedthemtoarrangeameet-
ing foruswithany senior leader,
including Mayawati, Satish
Mishra andMewa Lal Gautam.
After people there said they

couldn’t help us,we decided to
holdasilentprotestatthegateof
the party office,” says Shukla.
Later,policeaskedthemtomove.
TheNautanwa seat goes topolls
onMarch3.Whilein2012,Aman
ManihadcontestedasanSPcan-
didate fromNautanwa and lost,
hewon in 2017over his SP rival
KunwarKaushalKishoreSingh
“InthelastAssemblyelection,

AmanManiwas in jail, like his
parents. His family members
pleadedwith the public to help
them.Becauseofsympathyvotes,
AmanManiwon,”saysVeerendra,
who is also contesting from
NautanwaasanIndependent.
The SP has again fielded

KishoreSinghfromtheseat.
BSP spokesperson Faizan

KhansaidthetickettoAmanMani
wasdecidedbyaparty commit-
tee.“ThecaseofNidhiShuklaand
SeemaSingh is their familymat-
ter. The party has nothing to do
withtheircase.”
In February 2017, in a

chargesheetagainstAmanMani,
the CBI had held him guilty of
killing Sara by strangling her in
2015. Sara hadbeen founddead
undermysteriouscircumstances
in Firozabaddistrict,withAman

Mani claiming their car hadhad
an accident on theway toNew
Delhi.Theyhadbeenmarriedtwo
years. Theprobehad found that
Sarawas subjected to “physical
torture and cruelty” by Aman
Mani. Madhumita Shukla was
shotinLucknowonApril9,2003,
with investigations showing she
waspregnantatthetime.Shewas
inarelationshipwithAmarMani
Tripathi,thenaministerintheBSP
government.
Tripathi and his wife have

spentalongtimeoftheirsentence
under“treatment”forvariousail-
mentsatBRDMedicalCollege in
Gorakhpur.
Shukla,whohasagunner for

securityprovidedbypolice, says
shecontinuesto facethreats,but
nevermisses a court date. “I am
fighting a powerful family.My
personallifeisruined,”shesays.
Singhalsohasapolicegunner,

followingthreatsshereceived.
While discouraged at Aman

Manigettinga ticket, Shuklaand
Singh say they had no plans to
campaignagainsthim. “Itwould
not be safe for me to go to
Nautanwa,” says Shukla. She
hopesanationalpartywillstepup
tosupporther,addsSingh.

Ballotin

Punjab MLA’s
flip-flop: Cong,
BJP, Cong and
back to BJP
Chandigarh: The
Congress’s sitting MLA
from Sri Hargobindpur,
BalwinderSinghLaddi,on
FridayrejoinedtheBJPaf-
ter partingwayswith the
saffron party just last
month--athirdswitchfor
himinlessthan2months.
Laddi first joined the BJP
afterquittingtheCongress
on December 28.
However,sixdayslater,he
returned to the Congress
fold. He was denied a
Congress ticket from Sri
Hargobindpur assembly
seat, which falls in
Gurdaspur district, after
which he quit the party
onceagain. PTI

UP: 4 booked
for violating
model poll
conduct
Lucknow: Lalitpur Police
on Friday lodged an FIR
against candidates of the
BJP, SP, BSP and the
Congress for allegedly
openingtheirofficeswith-
out obtaining permission
in Talbehat town of the
district-inviolationofthe
model code of conduct
aheadofelections. Those
namedintheFIRareBJP’s
Ram Ratan Kushwaha,
BSP’s Chandra Bhushan
Singh Bundela, SP’s
Ramesh Prasad and
Congress’sBalwantSingh
werebooked. ENS

SaraSingh’smotherSeema(left)andMadhumitaShukla’s
sisterNidhiprotestoutsidetheBSP office inLucknowon
ThursdayoverAmanManiTripathi’spoll candidature. PTI

PramodNainwalwhile
campaigning inRanikhet

After40years inCongress,
ex-CMLuizinhoFaleiro
joinedTMClastyear.

Power play behind
UP’s poll campaigns

60% in and out: The stories
behind Goa’s revolving doors

E●EX
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D

FamilymembersofBhagwantMann,andArvindKejriwal’s
wifeSunita (3rd fromleft)anddaughterHarshitaatapublic
meeting inPunjab’sDhurionFriday.Courtesy: AAP/Twitter

In a first, Kejriwal’s family hits
AAP campaign trail in Punjab

I Hereby Declare
UPSECONDPHASEPOLLING
AreportbytheUttarPradeshElectionWatchand
AssociationforDemocraticReformsstudiedtheaffidavits
of 584(outof atotalof 586)candidatescontesting inthe
secondphaseofpolling inUP.Theyfound

THE RICHEST
Nawab
KazimAli
Khan,
Congress
candidate

fromRampur,`296cr
SupriyaAron, SPcandiate
fromBareillyCantt, `157cr
DevendraNagpal,BJP’s
candidate fromNaugawan,
`140cr

ONTHEOTHER END
UsmalMalik,AAP
candidate from
Saharanpur,
`15,000
VishalKumar,AAP
candidate fromNehtaur,
`13,500
SanjayKumar,
Independentcandidate
fromShahjahanpur,
`6,700

45% (or260)
outof the584
candidates
contesting in
secondphaseof

pollsarecrorepatis

Source:PTI

FEBRUARY14:
Secondphaseof
polling for

55 seats in
9districtsofUP

PAST ELECTIONS

RANIKHET

Almoradistrict

2017
KaranMahara
(Congress)47.15%votes
BJP34.81%
Independent14.12%

2012
AjayBhatt (BJP)35.88%
Congress35.68%
BSP23.80%votes

16 villages, 15 km on foot: A day in a campaign at 1,800 m above sea level

UTTARPRADESH

Feb2 Feb11

Deaths 23,382
DeathsToday 10
Cases

PUNJAB

Feb2 Feb11

UTTARAKHAND

Feb2 Feb11

Deaths 7,643
DeathsToday 8
Cases

GOA

Feb2 Feb11

Deaths 3,768
DeathsToday 4
Cases

MANIPUR

Feb2 Feb11

Deaths 2,077
DeathsToday 2
Cases

TRACKINGCOVID IN
ELECTION-BOUND

STATES
1,708 2,081 3226555,016

1082011,777 510

Deaths 17,575
DeathsToday 21
Cases

445

Tofight fromNautanwa,whichhewonin2017;partysays ithasnothingtodowiththecases

As2women fight on for ‘justice’, a battle
lost: AmanMani Tripathi getsBSP ticket

New Delhi
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FROMTHECHAIR

RAJYASABHA

“Onbehalf of the
honourableChairman
andmyself, Iwould like
toexpressourhappiness
over themanner inwhich
proceedingsof this
augustHouse tookplace
during the firstpartof
theBudgetSession.The
Househasnotwitnessed
any forcedadjournments
during theentire first
partof thisBudget
Sessionand it functioned
nearlyhalf-an-hourmore
than thescheduled
sitting time.Thecredit
for this goes toevery
Memberof thisHouse... I
complimentall
sectionsof this august
House for effective
functioningof theHouse
inaverypositiveway...”
HARIVANSHNARAYANSINGH,
DeputyChairman of theRajyaSabha

LOKSABHA

“ThisHouse iswitness to
a seriesof incidents
where thepolitical events
takingplaceoutsidehave
beenraised in this
House.Thequestion is
whether it is
unconstitutionalor
against the rules. If it is
so, thendefinitely that
will be looked into.He is
notmentioningany
name. Iwill giveyouan
opportunityandyoucan
thencounter the
argument.There isno
problemin that.Please
makeyour submissions
within the rules.”
NKPREMACHANDRAN,
who was in the chair, asking BJPMP
Nishikant Dubey not to interrupt TMC
MP Sougata Roy, who wanted to raise
the issue of remarks made by UP Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath about about
West Bengal, Kerala and Jammu and
Kashmir.

From The Gallery

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

UNEMPLOYMENT IS declining and the in-
flation rate is lower thanwhat it was dur-
ing the financial crisis of 2008-09, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said Friday
in Rajya Sabha.
Respondingtothebudgetdiscussionon

the concluding day of the first part of this
session, Sitharaman defended the docu-
ment, saying it focusedonboostinggrowth
andcreating jobs throughpublic spending
amid the pandemic.
She said the government’s handling of

inflationwas“robust”andthat ithas taken
measures across sectors to ensure in-
creased employment.
“In order to attain growth, we wanted

to undertake public expenditure in build-
ing infrastructure for amodern India,” she
said, adding that the government is look-
ing to infrastructure for giving a stimulus
to the economy.
Shedrewacomparisonbetweenthe in-

flationnowandduring theglobal financial
crisis,withrespect to thecontraction inthe
economy.
“In 2020-21, the -6.6 per cent contrac-

tion is one of the biggest the Indian econ-
omyhadtogo through. I justwant tohigh-
light that (in2008-09) thecontractionwas
only to the extent of Rs. 2.12 lakh crore.
Now, the contraction is Rs. 9.57 lakh
crore… because of this pandemic. But, in
spiteof thesupply-sidedisruptions, India's
CPI inflation now is at only 6.2 per cent,”
she said, adding that during the “smaller
crisis” in 2008-09, the CPI inflation was
9.1 per cent.
Speaking on taxing cryptocurrency,

Sitharamanmaintained her earlier stand.
”Wehave taxed theprofit emanating from
the transactions. I am not doing anything
to legalise it or ban it… legitimate or ille-

gitimate is a different
Question…But Iwill tax it because it is

a sovereign right to tax.’’
Responding to accusations made by

members of the opposition that numbers
in the budgetwere different from those in
theEconomicSurvey, theFinanceMinister
said that the comparisonmadewas “mis-
leading”as“theEconomicSurveydraws its
source of information fromone particular
setof data”while thegovernment looksat
advance estimates.
Sitharaman also clarified that the gov-

ernmenthasannouncedthecreationof 60
lakh jobs throughPLI-drivenexercises but
thatemploymentwill begeneratedacross
sectors,withtheRs.7.5 lakhcrorespending
onpublic infrastructurealso creating jobs.
“The latestperiodicLabourForceSurvey

indicates that the urban unemployment
rate in January-March quarter of 2021-22
has declined to
pre-pandemic level of 9 per cent after

peaking at 20.8 per cent of unemploy-
ment…So, theunemployment issue isbe-

ing addressed and the
unemployment numbers are coming

down.November 2021 sawanet
addition intheEPFOsubscriptionpeak-

ing at 13.9 lakh new subscribers, an in-
creaseof 109.21percentover theprevious
year.This is thehighesteverachievedsince
2017,” she said.
TheFInanceMinister said the increased

allocation to the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs was not because of the
Central Vista but the PM Awas
Yojana-Urban in which the allocation has
been enhanced from Rs 8,000 crore to
Rs 28,000 crore.
She saidallocationhasbeen increasing

in thehealthsector—fromRs64,000crore
in2019-20, Rs80,026crore in2020-21, Rs.
85,950 crore in the Revised Estimates of
2021-22 and Rs 86,606 crore in the
2022-23 budget.
“Expenditure on Covid-related health

preparednesshadreceivedRs12,000crore
in2020-21, andmore thanRs15,000crore
in 2022-23. So, for preparedness we have
giventhatmoneyaswell. Theallocation for
theMinistryofHealthandFamilyWelfare,
whichwas Rs 64,000 crore, has gone to Rs
86,606 crore,” she said.
Sitharaman said that technology and

digital adaptation are also instruments
through which the government wants to
work, and therefore have been prioritised
in the budget.
She said that start-ups are also being

encouragedasamajordriverof growthand
employment.
The minister said that fertilizer subsi-

dies have been increased despite the in-
crease in the global prices.
She added that “a high-level commit-

tee (was) to be formed for understanding
how best we can have more resources
within India through the PEs and also
Venture Capital Funds for enabling more
such funding of start-ups.’’

Sitharaman: Inflation lowerdespite
highercontraction than2008-09

FinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharaman
inRajyaSabhaonFriday.PTI

UNTIL NEXT TIME
MPsleavetheParliamentHousecomplexonFriday, the lastdayof thefirstpartof theBudgetSession.BothHouseswill
reassembleonMarch14. PTI

In LS, Tharoor demands
release of journalists
Shah, Gul, Kappan to
‘preserve’ press freedom
LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

CONGRESS MP Shashi Tharoor on Friday
urgedUnionHomeMinisterAmitShahtofa-
cilitate“theimmediateandunconditionalre-
lease”ofjournalistsFahadShah,SajadGuland
SiddiqueKappan“in the interestof preserv-
ingthefreedomofpress” in India.
RaisingtheissueinLokSabhaduringZero

Hour, Tharoor said thatwhile Shah andGul
werearrestedonchargesofseditionandun-
der the Public Safety Act respectively in
Jammu and Kashmir, Kappan has been in
“prolonged detention” under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)Act inUttarPradesh.
“Journalistsdeservetobeabletodotheir

job safely without fear of arrest or harass-
ment.TheSupremeCourttoohasrecognised
the importance of dissent in a vibrant
democracystatingthatafreeandindepend-
entpressisavitalpillarofdemocracy,which
supports an informed and democratically-
engagedcitizenry,andallowsthoseinpower
tobeheldaccountablemoremeaningfully,”
Tharoor said.Hesaid Indiahasbeennamed
amongthefivemostdangerouscountriesin
theworld for journalistsatpresent.
National Conference MP Hasnain

MasoodialsobackedTharoor'sdemand.
Meanwhile, BSPMP Danish Ali sought

the reopening of universities and referred
particularly to Jamia Milia Islamia and
AligarhMuslimUniversity. He also said the
processtoappointanewvice-chancellorfor
AMUshouldbeset inmotion.
Ali, the MP from Amroha in Uttar

Pradesh, said: “It has been two years since
theeducationalinstitutionsremainedclosed,
andmany schools and colleges have now
beenopened.Thegovernmentisopeningup
everything, but these premier institutions
(JamiaandAMU)arestill closed,”hesaid.
BJP MP Uday Pratap Singh said a law

shouldbeenactedtoimplementatwo-child
policy tocontrol the rateof increaseof pop-
ulation.
“Thecountrydoesnothave thecapacity

tosupport135crorepeople.Inthefuture,the
population is projected to reach 160 crore,
whichwillbeastrainonnationalresources,”
SinghsaidduringZeroHour.
NishikantDubey, BJPMP fromGodda in

Jharkhand said the government should re-
strict access to reservation for those who
convert fromHinduism to other religions.

“UnderArticle341forScheduledCastes, it is
clearlymentionedthatif theyconverttoany
otherreligion,theirstatusasSCwillceaseto
exist,”hesaid.Healsodemandedthatasim-
ilarprovisionbebroughtinunderArticle342
meant for Scheduled Tribes to discourage
themfromconverting.

CongressMPShashiTharoorat
ParliamentHousecomplexonFriday.PTI

Opp members stage
walkout over Yogi
remarks on Kashmir,
Bengal, Kerala
NewDelhi:Members of theOpposition,
ledbyCongressandTMC,stagedawalk-
outintheLokSabhaonFridayprotesting
againstUttarPradeshChiefMinisterYogi
Adityanath’sremarkthatthestatewould
turn into “Kashmir, Bengal or Kerala” if
theBJPdoesnotreturntopower.
WhileCongressMPTNPrathapangave

noticeforanadjournmentmotiontotake
upthematter,hispartyleaderAdhirRanjan
Chowdhuryraisedtheissueassoonasthe
HousemetonFridayafternoon.
Chowdhury said it was shameful

that theUPchiefministermadesucha
statementandurgedtheHouse to take
up the matter. But Speaker Om Birla
proceeded to the Question Hour. He
said theMPscould raise the issueafter
theQuestionHour.
TheMPs, however, insisted that they

shouldbegivenachancetospeak.When
theSpeakerdidnot budge, they stageda
walkout.Members from the Congress,
DMK,LeftandtheRSPwalkedoutfirst,af-
terwhichtheTMCmembers followedas
anothergroup. LIZMATHEW

211 cadets discharged from defence
academies after being injured: MoS

Only one-fourth the
number of required
Disha meetings
being held, minister
informs Lok Sabha
HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

ONLY ONE-FOURTH of the required num-
ber of Disha meetings have taken place,
UnionRuralDevelopmentMinisterGiriraj
Singh informed Lok Sabha on Friday.
DistrictDevelopmentCoordinationand

Monitoring Committee, also known as
Disha, is responsible formonitoringthe im-
plementation of 43 government schemes
and programmes including NREGS and
PMGSY.HeadedbyanMPelected fromthe
district, aDisha is required tomeetat least
once in a quarter. In a year, at least four
meetings of Disha are required to be held.
However, manyMPs have complained

thatDishameetingsarenot takingplace in
their constituencies. On Friday, when
AIMIMMPSyed Imtiaz Jaleel raised this is-
sue during Zero Hour, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla asked the Rural Development
minister to take a review after consulting
all the concerned departments so that
Dishameetingsareheldandallofficialsat-
tend themeetings.
Singh, who was present at the time in

theHouse, said the issuewasalsoraisedby
CongressMP Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury as
well as othermembers.
“Today, I say with a heavy heart that

onlyone-fourthof the requirednumberof
Disha meetings are taking place in the
country,” Singh said.
Earlier, raising the issue, Jaleel had said

thatDishameetingswerenot takingplace
in his constituency, Aurangabad, because
MPs Raosaheb Dadarao Danve and
BhagwatKishanraoKaradwerenotable to
find time for thesemeetings as both have
becomeministers.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

MORE THAN 200 cadets from three de-
fence academies have been discharged
over the last tenyearsafter theywereseri-
ously injuredandbecameunfit for service,
Ministerof State forDefenceAjayBhatt told
Lok Sabha on Friday. He added that such
cadets receive financial assistance fromthe
government.
Theminister was answering a question

byNCPMPShriniwasPatil,whoaskedif the
governmentwasawareof instancesofcadets
undergoingtrainingattheNationalDefence

Academy, the IndianMilitaryAcademyand
theOfficersTrainingAcademy,andwerese-
riously injured and discharged from the
academiesafterbeingfoundmedicallyunfit
for service.
Bhatt said a total of 211 cadetsweredis-

charged from the three defence academies
during the last10years. Suchcadets receive
ex-gratia payment of Rs 9,000 permonth
anddearnessallowance,hesaid,addingthat
incaseof20percentdisability,ex-gratiapay-
mentofRs16,200permonthisgiven.Incase
ofdeath,Rs12.5lakhisgiventothefamilies,
the minister said. They also receive other
benefits, like insurance cover, attendant al-
lowanceandsoon,headded.

IN LAST10YEARS

UNION MINISTER for Communications,
Electronics and IT ASHWINI VAISHNAW
tells LIZ MATHEW that the government
wants tobuildconsensuswhen it comesto
havingstricterguidelines for socialmedia.

Youhave said inParliament that you
wereopen for stricter guidelines for
socialmedia. Canyouexplainwhat you
meant?Doyouwantmoredisclosures
fromtheplatformsonhowthey are
dealingwith controversial issues?
Society is evolving in terms of its en-

gagement with social media as it plays a
more and more active role. All over the
world, people say therehas tobemore ac-
countability on social media, mainly be-
cause our children and our family
members are getting affected by it. So,
dowe have to have amore self regulatory
regime where accountability is higher
on social media? that is the question.
Our government’s view is that we
must build consensus around this so that
there is balance between freedom of
expression and accountability on social
media.
Social media companies have to come

up with their own method, their own
process bywhich content that is not to be
published—content that isnotgoodforso-
ciety—is takendownbythemselves.There
shouldbemoreresponsibilityonusers too.
That is also to be shared.

Are youplanning to formalise the
reviewprocess on socialmedia
companies?
Interactions between the ministry, of-

ficialsandsocialmediaplatformsregularly
happen, and it is a regular process. The in-
teractiontakesplaceatvarious levels ,min-
isterial levelsandsoon... I donot thinkyou
can put these things in a straight jacket
here. Its a structure inwhichpeople inter-
act inaparticularway. It alldependsonthe
requirement.

Meta, in its recent Securities and
ExchangeCommission filing in theUS

has flagged that Indianprivacy laws
may require local content storage
whichwill increase cost. Has the
ministryhadany talks about this?
Well, the data protection Bill has been

deliberatedbyavery largesectionof stake-
holders, and there is a joint committee of
Parliamentwhichhas comeupwith some
recommendations. We have to follow the
process of consultation. Let us look at the
lawas it comes.Whateverdecision isgood
for the countrywill be taken.

Howdoyouaddress the concerns
expressed about thedataprotection
Bill in its current form?There are
concerns that theBill seeks to regulate
theuseof data and to foster aprivacy
protection framework in the country.
Howare youplanning to address this?
With Parliament being in session, and

the Bill yet to come up, I do not think its
proper forme to comment on it. The com-
mittee is a statutory body that has given a
proper report and I should not comment
on it.

Howwill youensure that the states and
theCentre areworking together to rein
in socialmedia companies?
Inourconstitutional structure, lawand

order is a state responsibility. So far, the
stategovernmentshavetakenactiononthe
basis of inputs given to them.

UnionMinisterAshwiniVaishnaw

Rejected NOC for movie on
gay officer as it would cast
Army in poor light: Govt
KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

THEDEFENCEMinistry on Friday said that
theArmyrefusedaNoObjectionCertificate
(NOC) for amovie as it showed “a romantic
relationshipbetweenanArmyofficer anda
local Kashmiri boy”, which would have
shown“theArmyinapoor light”.
Theministry said that total18proposals

were received from January 1, 2021 to
January31,2022,bytheArmy,ofwhichone
wasrejectedandone is still pending.
InresponsetoaquestionbyBJPMPVarun

Gandhi, Minister of State for Defence Ajay
Bhatt, inawrittenresponseintheLokSabha,
said,“ThereasonforrefusalforgrantingNOC
istheportrayalofaromanticrelationshipbe-
tween an Army soldier serving in Kashmir
and a local boy,which casts Indian Army in
poor lightandraises security issues.”
In January, filmmaker Onir hadmen-

tioned that a film proposal by himwas re-
jectedby theArmy,whichwasbasedon the
lifeofaretiredIndianArmyofficerwhoisgay.
InaninterviewtoTheIndianExpress,Onirhad
said that the idea behind themoviewas “to
createadialogue”and“therewasnocriticism
of the Armybut it talks about certain situa-
tions. But theway youmake a film and the

discourseitinitiatesaredifferentfromthesit-
uationwhenthescriptgoestoapersonwho
probablyhasnoideaaboutcinema.”
IntheresponsetotheLokSabhaonFriday,

MoS Defence Bhatt said that the approval
process“isnotarbitrary/discriminatoryinna-
ture nor does it violate Article 14 of the
Constitutionof India.Eachcaseisconsidered
basedon its ownmerits keeping inviewthe
factors like national security, the defence of
India, situationof lawandorder in thecoun-
try/variousstates,maintenanceofdisciplinein
theArmedForces, ethos/customsofmilitary
serviceandgeneralsentimentsofthecitizens
and imageof theArmedForces in theminds
of thecitizensof India/generalpublic.”
Theprocess, Bhatt said inhis response, is

“notviolativeoffreedomofspeechandexpres-
sions,guaranteedunderArticle19(1)(a)ofthe
Constitution of India” stating that the “free-
domofspeechandexpressionisalsosubjectto
reasonablerestrictions”.
TherationalebehindissuingNOCtofilm-

makers/producers formovies based on de-
fence related themes is “to ensure that the
ArmedForces arenot depicted in amanner
which brings disrepute to the Armed
Forces/Government/Country, as also to en-
sure factual accuracy and that no classified
mattersarebroughtoutintheopendomain
that couldeffect insecurityof thecountry.”

‘All over the world, people say there has
to be more accountability on social media’

New Delhi
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TAKING A dig at the Bharatiya
JanataParty-ledstategovernment
forkeepinghispartyMPin jail in
cases related to petty crimes,
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav Friday said thatwhile the
sonofUnionMinisterAjayMishra
Teni is out onbail aftermowing
down farmers, AzamKhanwas
senttojail for"falsecharges".
Akhileshwas in Rampur on

FridaytocampaignforAzamand
hissonAbdullahwhoarecontest-
ing theUttar PradeshAssembly
electionsfromRampurSadarand
Suar seats respectively. "Azam
Khanwasalsosenttojailonfalse

charges. Cases of buffalo theft,
chicken theft and theft of books
werelodgedagainsthim.Butthe
manwhocrushedfarmersunder
thewheelsofajeephascomeout
of jail.This isthenewIndiaof the
BJP,"hesaid.TheAllahabadHCon
Thursday grantedbail toAshish
Mishra,thesonofUnionminister
AjayMishra, ina caseof violence
in Lakhimpur Kheri district in
whicheightpeople,includingfour
farmers,werekilled.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
DEHRADUN,FEBRUARY11

THEAAMAadmiParty(AAP)on
Fridayreleaseditspollmanifesto
for Uttarakhand, titled ‘Vachan
Patra’, along with an affidavit
signed by the party's Chief
MinistercandidateCol(Retd)Ajay
Kothiyal,whichallowspeople to
file cases against theparty if the
promisesarenotfulfilled.
Thepollmanifestoincludes10

guarantees fromparty national
convenorandDelhiChiefMinister
ArvindKejriwal,and119promises
fromKothiyal.
The10guaranteesincludecor-

ruption-free Uttarakhand and
doubling the Budget of
Uttarakhandinfiveyears.TheAAP
also promised to provide 300
units of free electricity every
month and24-hourpower sup-
plytoeveryhousehold. If elected

topower,theAAPsaiditwillsend
eldersonfreepilgrimageandwill
developUttarakhandasthespir-
itualcapitalofHindus.
Releasing the manifesto in

Dehradun, party leader Gopal
Rai said for the first time in the
history of Uttarakhand a politi-
cal party is releasing themani-
festo along with a signed affi-
davit. Col Kothiyal also released
themanifesto in Gangotri, the
seatfromwhereheiscontesting
theelection.
“Before every election in

Uttarakhand, the Congress and
BJP have been releasingmani-
festo.... The people have been
cheatedby them.Even thisyear
the Congress and BJP have re-
leased their manifesto. But for
the first time in the history of
UttarakhandthatourCMcandi-
date,ColKothiyal,hassignedan
affidavit that in casewe do not
fulfil the promisesmade by the
AAP,legalactioncanbetakenby
the people of Uttarakhand
against us,” said Gopal Rai. “For
the first time a political party is
releasing the manifesto along
withasignedaffidavit.”
Inthesignedaffidavit,Kothiyal

said, “After AAP government is
formedinUttarakhand,workwill
bedonewithfullenthusiasmand
passion on all the points in our
manifesto. The AAPwill ask for
votes in thenext assembly elec-
tions only on theworksdoneby
thegovernment.”
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PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
KASGANJ, FEBRUARY11

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
ModionFridaysaidtheBJP's flag
was flying high after the first
roundof voting inUttar Pradesh
andaskedpeople not to vote for
the“dynasts”whointendtostop
the government’s welfare
schemesforthepoor.
Modimadethecommentsat

aphysicalrally inKasganjdistrict
thatwillvoteinthethirdphaseon
February20.
In an apparent dig at the

SamajwadiParty (SP),Modi said,
“Thedynastic leaders are sodes-
perate that they havemade up
theirmindtostopalltheschemes
[of BJP government]which are
runforthepoor.Hence,thesepeo-
ple shouldneverbegivenanop-
portunity.”
Urging the people of Uttar

Pradeshto“remainalert”,hesaid,
“Theblessings and love that you
haveshoweredonModiandYogi
ji,haverobbedthesepariwarvadis
[dynasts] of their sleep.Nomat-
terhowmuchefforts theymade
todivideyouonthebasisofcaste,
theyhavefailed.”
Takingajibeathispoliticalri-

vals,Modisaidafterthefirstround
of voting, the BJP's flag is flying
highwhile its rivalswere disap-
pointed. “In all the interviews
givenbytheleadersofOpposition
parties,theyhavealongface.Even
thosewho are staunch dynasts
have realised this. Hence, they
have started raising questions
overtheEVMs[ElectronicVoting
Machines], and Election
Commission.” Theywould have
plentyoftimetobadmouthEVMs
afterMarch10,whenresultswill
bedeclared,headded.
Modi also accused the

Oppositionof trying to sabotage
the central government’s Covid-
19 vaccination drive. “These ru-
mour-mongersmadeeveryeffort
toensurethatfreeCovidvaccines
arenotadministeredtopoorfam-
ilies.But thegovernmentdidnot
allowthemtosucceed,”headded.
Showering praises on Yogi

Adityanath,Modisaideverybody
would appreciate that even his

opponentscouldnotlevelcorrup-
tionchargesagainstthechiefmin-
ister.
He also hailed Adityanath’s

announcementtonamearound-
about in Ayodhya after iconic
singerLataMangeshkar,whodied
onFebruary6,andtermeditasan
exampleof“unityof India”.
The prime minister also

laudedwomen for turningup in
largenumbers tovote in the first
phase. “Yesterday, voting for the
firstphaseinUPtookplace.People
cameout in largenumbers from
theirhomesandvotedforthelo-
tus[BJP'spollsymbol] forthede-
velopment of UP and to keep it
safe...,”hesaid.
Targeting SP chief Akhilesh

Yadav over his appeal to the fol-
lowers of Dalit icon Dr BR
Ambedkar to join his party and
help oust the BJP from power,
Modi said, “Theghorpariwarvar-
vadis [staunch dynasts] are the
biggestproblemforthecountry’s
Constitutionanddemocracy.”
At a press conference last

week, Yadavurged the followers
ofAmbedkartojointheparty'sef-
forttoousttheBJPfrompowerso
that democracy could be saved
andpeople'srightprotected.

PM’s job is to
distract: Rahul
on Goa remark

AAPChief
Ministerial
candidate
Col(Retd)
Ajay
Kothiyal

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

WORD PLAY
FINANCEMINISTERNirmala Sitharaman,while replying to
the discussion on Budget, dropped her tough composure
whenCPI(M)MP JohnBrittas took a dig at his own Left col-
leaguefromKerala,CPIleaderBinoyViswam.Sitharamanwas
irritatedwhen Viswam persisted with his interruptions.
Brittas got up and told Sitharaman in a lighter vein that
Viswamwas“entitled tobeagitatedas theFinanceMinister
wasrepeatedlyreferringtotheslidingCPI!”Sitharaman,along
with the entireHouse, had a hearty laugh. The contextwas
that the FinanceMinisterwas talking about the Consumer
PriceIndex(CPI)andWholesalePriceIndex(WPI)inresponse
toquestionsbytheOppositiononinflationundertheBJPgov-
ernment. Incidentally, CPI(M) has an axe to grind as the CPI
recentlycriticisedtheCPI(M)-ledLDFgovernment inKerala.

SMOOTH RUNNING
LOK SABHASpeakerOmBirla is known for givingopportuni-
tiestotheOppositiontomaketheirvoicesheardintheHouse.
Sowhenheintroducesstrictrules,theyappeartobeaccepting
itwithoutmuchcomplaints.WhentheSpeakerannouncedthat
nomemberwouldbeallowedtostandandtalktoanothermem-
ber inside theHouse formore than five seconds, RSPMPNK
Premachandran requested that it should be10 seconds. And
Birlaimmediatelyagreed.WhenPremachandranraisedaques-
tion on the central government's AMRUT programme, the
SpeakerpraisedboththeMPandUnionMinisterHardeepPuri,
who replied to thequestion. “Intelligentmember and intelli-
gentminister,” the Speaker said. Despite his jovial approach,
Birlamade it sure that everyone followedhis instructions.On
Friday,whenTMCMPSaugataRoywasseenstandingandtalk-
ingtoIndependentMPNavneetKaurformorethan10seconds,
hecalledout“SaugataRoy”.TheTMCMPimmediatelystopped
theconversation,sayingsorrytotheChair.

TWEETING TYPOS
SOCIALMEDIA on Thursdaywitnessedwhat it would have
perhaps never imagined: RPI leader Ramdas Athavale cor-
recting Congress leader Shashi Tharoor's English. Tharoor
while taking a pot-shot at Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman's reply to theBudgetdebatehappened to intro-
duce a couple of typos in his tweet that said Athavale had a
stunnedlookonhisfaceduringthereplyaseventhetreasury
benches couldn't believe Sitharaman's claims on the econ-
omy. Quoting the tweet, Athavale said, “...they say one is
bound tomakemistakeswhilemaking unnecessary claims
and statements. It’s not 'Bydget' but BUDGET. Also, not rely
but 'reply'!” TharoorbeingTharoor stuckoneonAthavale in
his reply: “I stand corrected, Ramdas ji. Careless typing is a
biggersinthanbadEnglish!Butwhileyou'reonaroll, there's
someoneat JNUwhocouldbenefit fromyour tuition...”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

PRESIDENT RAMNath Kovind
will review the Navy’s fleet,
whichisdonebyeveryPresident
onceinhisterm,laterthismonth
in Visakhapatnam. For the re-
view,morethan60vesselsofthe
Navy and Coast Guard, all of
which have beenmade in the
country,willparticipate.
TheNavy saidonFriday that

thiswillbethe12thPresidential
Fleet Review – the last onewas
conducted in 2016 under
PresidentPranabMukherjee.
According to the Navy, the

fleet review is a “long-standing
tradition followed by navies all
acrosstheworld”anditis“anas-
sembly of ships at a pre-desig-
nated place for the purpose of
displayingloyaltyandallegiance

to thesovereignandthestate”.
By reviewing the ships, the

head of the state, “reaffirms his
faith inthefleetanditsabilityto
defendthenation’smaritimein-
terest” and such an exercise is
donewithout any “belligerent
intentions”.
TheNavysaidthatthereview

will take place on February 21,
and to commemorate the 75th
yearof independence,thetheme
of PFR 22 is ‘Indian Navy – 75
years inServiceof theNation’.
More than 60 ships, includ-

ing from the Coast Guard, the
Shipping Corporation of India,
and the National Institute of
Ocean Technology, submarines
andover50aircraftwillpartici-
pate in the review. The cere-
monywill includereviewatthe
anchorage,asteampast inamo-
bile column, a flypast, and pa-
radeof sails.

A FLEET review isusually
conductedonceduring
the tenureof the
President, theNavy said.
So far, 11Presidential
FleetReviewshavebeen
conducted since
Independence, ofwhich
twohavebeen
International Fleet
Reviews, in2001and
2016. “In termsof signifi-
cance, theNavy’s
Presidential review is
secondonly to the
RepublicDayParade,”
theNavy said ina state-
ment.

Importanceof
Presidential
FleetReviewE●EX
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President to review Navy’s fleet
in Visakhapatnam on Feb 21

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwithUttarPradeshChiefMinisterYogiAdityanathduringan
electionrally inKasganj,UttarPradeshonFriday.AP

MAYURAJANWALKAR
MARGAO,FEBRUARY11

IN GOA three days before the
election, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Friday hit back at
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
over remarks on the state’s lib-
eration and said the PM has to
“distract”peoplebecausetheBJP
government had nothing to
show for its governance record
in the last fiveyears.
Rahul,addressingapresscon-

ference in Margao, said PM
Modi’s statement that former
PrimeMinisterJawaharlalNehru
delayedGoa’sliberationreflected
a lackofunderstandingthe“his-
toryof thosetimes”.
Goa was liberated from

Portugueserule in1961.
"He (PMModi) cannot come

toyou (Goans) todayand say– ‘I
gaveyoujobs,Igaveyouemploy-
ment,Ifixedyourproblems,Istole
your last government’. He can't
saythat,sohehastodistractyou.
Hisroleistodistract.Hisroleisto
take you away fromyour issues.
Thefactofthematteristhatfree-
domfightershavecommentedon
this issue, academics have com-
mentedonthisissue.Thesadfact
isthatthePrimeMinisterdoesnot
understand the history of those
times...,”Rahulsaid.
His retort came after the

PrimeMinister, in Parliament
earlier thisweekandat apoliti-
cal rally in north Goa’sMapusa
on Thursday, blamedNehru for
Goa’s liberation 14 years after
India’s independence.
“Thecountry’sfirstPM,Pandit

Nehru,declaredfromtheRedFort
– you can hear his speech on
YouTube today.He said fromthe
RedFort that tohelpthosestrug-
gling for the liberationofGoa,he
willnotsendtheArmy…”
OnFriday, RahulGandhi also

saidthepledgeofloyaltytakenby
theCongress candidates andon
February 4was not because the
partydidnot trust them. Itwasa
“demonstrationofintent”,hesaid.
“That(pledge) functionwasa

demonstration of intent. It does
notmeanwedonottrustourcan-
didates.Itisademonstrationthat,
wefeel,wehaveagroupofcandi-
dateswhohaveintegrityandwho
are going towork to formagov-
ernment,"Gandhisaid.
The Congresswon themost

numberof seats (17) in the2017
assembly electionbut itwas the
BJP that stitched up a coalition
with regional parties and inde-
pendents to formagovernment
inGoa.In2019,10CongressMLAs
defectedtotheBJPinacontested
“merger”of legislativeparties.
Goa goes to the polls on

February 14, and votes will be
countedonMarch10.

RahulGandhiaddressesapressconference inMargao,South
GoaonFriday. Twitter/GoaCongress

INUTTARAKHANDMANIFESTO:300UNITSFREEPOWERPERMONTH

GOA CALLING
DelhiChiefMinisterandAamAadmiPartynationalconvenorArvindKejriwaladdressesa
publicmeeting inVelimonFriday.AttackingtheBJP- ledGoagovernment,Kejriwalsaid that
thestategovernmenthadbuiltahelipadforPrimeMinisterNarendraModi’svisitwithin24
hours,butabusstopnext tothesitehadnotcomeupin20years.TheAssemblypollsare
scheduledtobeheldonFebruary14. ANI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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IN UTTARAKHAND'S Almora,
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
onFridayaccusedtheopposition
Congress of dividing people on
the basis of caste, religion, lan-
guage andworking on the for-
mula of 'sabme daalo phoot, mil
kar karo loot’ (divide everyone
and loot together).
Addressing an election rally

inAlmora,thePMsaid,“Ourop-
ponents have the formula of
‘sabme daalo phoot, mil kar karo
loot’.TheCongresspartyhadthis
policy not just in Uttarakhand
buttheentirecountry.Theyhave
divided people in the name of
caste, belief, religion, language
andstate.Withinstates,theydi-
vide on the basis of areas…No
one has suffered from this as

much as Uttarakhand. They at-
tempted to create a divide be-
tweenGarhwal andKumaon so
that they can loot both,” the
PrimeMinister said.
PMModi also took a dig at

Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi
andPriyankaGandhiVadra,and
said, “See what has become of
Congress...only the brother-sis-
terduoisleftcampaigning.Don't
they have any other leaders in
theparty?”
“After campaigning in three

states -- Uttarakhand, Uttar
PradeshandGoa--yesterday,I'm
back among you in Almora to-
day. The enthusiasm and love
people have for theBJP in every
stateisunparalleled. Iamseeing
thatthevotersneverforgetgood
work...BasedonwhatIsawyes-
terday, it is clear thatpeople are
fighting this electionmore than
theBJP itself,” thePMsaid.

If elected, dynasts in UPwill
stop schemes for poor: PM

At Uttarakhand rally:
‘Cong divides people in
name of caste, religion’

Can lodge case if AAP fails to
keep poll promises: CM candidate

Yadavwas in
Rampurto
campaign
forAzam
andhisson

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY11

THECHAIRPERSONandSpeaker
of the Maharashtra Legislative
CouncilandLegislativeAssembly
met with President RamNath
Kovidrequestinghimtoreferthe
SupremeCourtjudgment,which
hadsetasidethesuspensionof12
BJPMLAs from theMaharashtra
Assembly, to the constitution
benchofSCfor“ajudicialreview”.
The presiding officers of the

twoHousesofMaharashtra’sleg-
islature, in their submission be-
forethePresident,saidthatthetop
court judgment had “over-
stepped”confinesmarkedbythe
Constitution between the
Executive, the Judiciary and the
Legislature.
On January 29, the SC had

ruled that the Maharashtra
Assembly’sJuly5,2021resolution
suspending12BJPMLAs for one
yearfollowingallegedmisbehav-
iour intheHousewas“unconsti-
tutional,substantivelyillegaland
irrational”. The SChad said that
thelegislatorscouldnothavebeen
suspendedbeyond the tenureof
thatsession.
On Thursday, Maharashtra

Legislative Council Chairman
RamrajeNaik-Nimbalkar along
with the deputy speaker of
Legislative Assembly Narhari

Zirwal and deputy chairman of
the Legislative Council Neelam
Gorhemet the President at Raj
Bhavanandhandedoveramem-
orandum, signedby all three, to
him. “We hold theHonourable
SupremeCourtinthehighestpos-
sible esteem. Yet, we are com-
pelled to submit with utmost
humbleness that the aforemen-
tioned judgementpassedby the
HonourableSupremeCourtdoes
notsitwellwiththeprovisionsof
Article 190, 194 and 212 of the
Constitution,”itstated.“....Theho-
nourable President of India has
been insistently urged to oblige
usbyexercisingthepowerscon-
ferred upon him...and request
the SC to subject the aforesaid
judgementtoajudicial review.”
Nimbalkar said that the

Presidenthadassuredthemthat
hewould look into thematter.

ORDERONSUSPENDEDMAHARASHTRAMLAS

Azam in jail over false cases,
minister’s son out on bail
for killing farmers: Akhilesh

Legislative
Council
Chairman
Ramraje
Naik
Nimbalkar

Chairperson, Speaker meet Kovind,
seek judicial review of SC order

Maharashtra minister
gets jail for not disclosing
flat in nomination papers
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY11

MAHARASHTRA MINISTER
Omprakash Kadu alias Bacchu
was convicted by amagistrate
court in Chandur Bazar in
Amravati district on Friday and
sentencedtotwomonthsimpris-
onment and fined to the tuneof
Rs25,000forallegedlyhidingde-
tails of his flat in Oshiwara,
Mumbai,whilefilingnomination
papersin2014elections.
Gopal Tirmare, the com-

plainant in the case, earlier
worked for Bacchu but parted
wayswithhimdue to somedif-
ferences. Tirmare is presently a
corporator from the Bharatiya
JanataParty(BJP).Tirmarelodged
anon-cognizable(NC)complaint

with theAsegaonpolice in 2017
alleging Bacchu,while filing his
nomination papers for 2014
Vidhan Sabha elections, did not
mention that he owned a flat in
Oshiwara. Bacchu had taken a
loanfromabankin2009andhad
registered the flat inhis name in
2011.Althoughheshowedabank
loaninthenominationpapers,he
didnotmentiontheflathasbeen
taken from the loan, the com-
plainant said. Thiswas done to
misleadtheElectionCommission
andthepublic, itwasalleged.
“Wetookpermissionfromthe

courttoconverttheNCtoFIRand
investigated the case. A charge
sheetwas filed in 2018,” said in-
vestigatingofficer, inspectorAjay
Akare.Meanwhile, Kadu said, “I
willappealagainsttheorder.It’sa
conspiracy...”
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Online Registration through https://joinindiancoastguard.cdac.in is available
from 18 Feb 22 (1100 hrs) to 28 Feb 22 (1700 hrs)

1. For detailed advertisement and procedure to fill online application please visit
https://joinindiancoastguard.cdac.in

2. Please read the instructions given in the website carefully before submitting your online application form. This is an
indicative Advertisement only.

Disclaimer. Information published in various News Papers is for guidelines only. In case of any
ambiguity regarding eligibility criteria, date, time of examination and other procedures, the
contents given in the Coast Guard recruitment website https://joinindiancoastguard.cdac.in will
be final.

CAUTION: SELECTION IN COAST GUARD IS FAIR AND ON MERIT ONLY. CANDIDATE
SHOULD NOT FALL PREY TO UNSCRUPULOUS PERSONS POSING AS RECRUITMENT
AGENTS. FOR COMPLAINT AGAINST SUCH PERSONS, CANDIDATE MUST APPROACH THE
DIRECTORATE OF RECRUITMENT, COAST GUARD HEADQUARTERS, NOIDA ON
TELEPHONE: 0120-2201340 AND EMAIL ID: dte-rectofficergindiancoastguard.nic.in

davp-10119/11/0014/2022

Subject: Engagement of 06 Legal
Consultants in National
Commission for Scheduled
Castes, New Delhi.

The National Commission for Scheduled Castes
(NCSC), Govt. of India, New Delhi invites applications for
engagement of 06 Legal Consultants; purely on contract
basis; initially for a period of one year. The details regarding
remuneration, eligibility, conditions of service, format of
application for applying etc. are available on the website of
National Commission for Scheduled Castes
“http://ncsc.nic.in”. Application is required to be
submitted online through email only to the undersigned at
email id “kishan.chand68@nic.in”. Last date for
submission of application is 15 days from the date of
publication of this Adverstisement in Newspaper/
Employment News, whichever is later. Incomplete
Applications, Applications received after the due date will
be summarily rejected.

(Kishan Chand)
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India

davp 38125/12/0003/2122 NCSC, New Delhi
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VETERANENVIRONMENTALIST
Ravi Chopra has resigned as
chairman of the Supreme
Court’s High Powered
Committee (HPC) on the Char
Dham project, saying that his
“belief that the HPC could pro-
tect this fragile (Himalayan)
ecologyhas been shattered”.
In his resignation letter to

the secretary general of the
Supreme Court on January 27,
Chopra referred to the apex
court’s December 2021 order
that accepted the wider road
configuration to meet defence
needs, insteadofwhat theHPC
had recommended and the SC
accepted in its earlier order in
September 2020.
“Thejudgmenthasalsocon-

fined the role of the HPC to
overseeing… the two Non-
Defenceroadsonly…thedirec-
tions and recommendations
made by the HPC in the past
have either been ignored or
tardilyrespondedtobyMoRTH
(MinistryofRoadTransportand
Highways). This experience
doesnot inspireconfidencethat
the response ofMoRTHwill be
muchdifferenteven in relation
tothetwoNon-Defenceroads,”
Choprawrote in the letter.
“The Honourable Court has

alsopermittedtherespondents
toseek legal relief forwidening
of the Non-Defence highways.
In the circumstances, I do not

see any purpose in continuing
toheadtheHPCor indeed,even
tobe apart of it,” hewrote.
Speaking to The Indian

Express, Chopra said: “I feel I’ll
be able to domorewithout the
constraints of being part of an
official committee — perhaps
engage more meaningfully in
publiceducation,andalsomon-
itorcloselyandwriteabouthow
the(CharDham)projectcarries
on — particularly in the
Bhagirathi Eco Sensitive zone
wheretheHPCputprecisecon-
ditions for roads and the SC
asked the MoRTH to follow
those unanimous recommen-
dations.”
In his letter, 75-year-old

Chopra recalled how he was
“compelled to accept” the re-
sponsibility inSeptember2019,
despite his age, “by an inner
voice born out of a 40-year
commitmenttohelprestorethe

degraded Himalayan environ-
ment and the livelihoods of its
people”.
“That sameinnervoicenow

compels me to move out. The
belief that the HPC could pro-
tect this fragile ecology has
been shattered. I can do no
more. I therefore choose to re-
sign,” hewrote.
Asked if he felt despondent,

Chopra said: “While travelling
through villages until a decade
ago, Iwould be amazed at how
littlepeoplerememberedabout
the Chipko movement. Today,
we have youngsters in
Dehradunopposingtreefelling.
These are straws in the wind.
Onehastokeepsowing, therain
will come.”
DescribingtheHimalayasas

a marvel of nature, Chopra
wrote in his resignation letter:
“Sustainable development de-
mands approaches that are

both geologically and ecologi-
callysound.Suchdevelopment
also enhances disaster-re-
silience and hence national se-
curity, especiallywhenclimate
challenges toslopestabilityare
becoming far more unpre-
dictable.
“As a member of the HPC,

however, I sawatclosequarters
thedesecrationof theonce im-
pregnable Himalayas… I have
seen engineers armed with
moderntechnologicalweapons
assaultingtheHimalayas…The
engineers exult and circulate
photographsprovingtheircon-
quest of Nature, little realizing
that they too are a part of
Nature and cannot survive if
theirownnaturalenvironment
is destroyed.
“Nature, however, neither

forgets nor forgives suchwilful
wrongs inflicted on her treas-
ures. Already we have wit-
nessedstretchesof roadsdisap-
pear that have later taken
months to repair. Nature
sounded warning bells in June
2013 and February 2021 with
disastrous consequences.”
A flagship initiative of the

Centre, the Rs 12,000-crore
highwayexpansionprojectwas
envisagedin2016towiden889
km of hill roads to provide all-
weather connectivity in the
CharDhamcircuit—Badrinath,
Kedarnath, Gangotri and
Yamunotri — in the upper
Himalayas.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

TheRs12,000-crorehighwayexpansionprojectwas
envisagedtowiden889kmofhill roads toprovideall-
weatherconnectivity intheCharDhamcircuit. Express file
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FIVE JOURNALISTS’ groups have written to
Information and BroadcastingMinister Anurag
Thakur against the “drastically” altered Press
Information Bureau (PIB) accreditation guide-
lines, which were issued this week, saying that
the new guidelines violated the existing guide-
lines preparedbyPress Council of India (PCI).
The letter, with the subject “Protest by the

journalists against thenewguidelines”,written
byPCIpresident andsecretarygeneral,wasalso
signed by the heads of Women Press Corps of
India, Press Association, Delhi Union of
Journalists and Working News Cameraman
Association.
They said in the letter that various journal-

ists'organisations,associationsandunions“un-
der the aegis of Press Club of India held ameet-
ing today and discussed the new PIB
accreditation guidelines”.
“Themeeting after the detailed discussions

stronglyopposed theunilateral andunfairdeci-
sion of the Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting in drastically altering the guide-
lines and forming a lopsided Central Media
Accreditation Committee (CMAC). Both the
guidelines and the CMAC violate the existing
guidelines framedbytheapexmediabodyPress
Council of India,” the letter said.

Journalists’ groups write
to I&B Minister against
new accreditation norms

Sand mining: ED
remand ends,
Channi nephew
sent to 14-day
judicial custody

Char Dham panel chief quits,
says his belief is shattered EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

SRINAGAR,FEBRUARY11

A POLICEMAN diedwhile four
otherswereinjuredinagrenade
attackatajointPoliceandBorder
Security Force (BSF) party in
Bandipora, North Kashmir, po-
lice saidonFriday.
The incident tookplacenear

theNishat Park areaat 5o’clock
on Friday evening. “Terrorists
hurledagrenadeata jointparty
of Police & BSF in Bandipora re-
sultinginmartyrdomofonepo-
lice personnel and injuries to
four other police personnel.
Seniorofficersreachedattheter-
ror crime spot,” J&K Police said
inastatement.
Preliminaryinvestigations,as

perthepolice,revealedthatmili-
tants hurled a grenadeupon the
'Naka' (patrol) party nearNishat
Park leaving five Police/BSF per-
sonnelwithsplinter injuries.The
injuredpersonnelwereevacuated
tothenearesthospital.However,
a policeman identified as Zubair
Ahmedsuccumbedtohisinjuries.
Theconditionoftheotherinjured
personnelisstable,policesaid.

“Police has registered a case
inthisregardunderrelevantsec-
tions of law. Investigation is in
progressandofficerscontinueto
worktoestablishthefullcircum-
stancesof thisterrorcrime.Area
has been cordoned off and
searchisgoingon,”aspokesper-
sonsaid.
Condemning the attack,

National Conference vice presi-
dent and former J&K chiefmin-
ister,OmarAbdullahsaid,“I join

mypartyincondemningthisat-
tack on the police in Bandipora
& sendmy condolences to the
familyof ZubairAhmed.”
Peoples Democratic Party

(PDP)presidentand former J&K
CMMehboobaMuftialsotookto
Twitter to condemn the attack.
“Condemntoday’sattackonpo-
lice personnel in Bandipora &
condolences to the family of
Zubair Ahmed killed in the line
of duty.” shesaid.

Peoplecarrythemortalremainsofapolicemanwhowas
killedinBandipora.ShuaibMasoodi

Kashmir: One policeman killed,
four injured in grenade attack

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR,FEBRUARY11

A SPECIAL court Friday sent
PunjabChiefMinister Charanjit
Singh Channi’s nephew
Bhupinder Singh Honey, ar-
rested earlier this month in a
moneylaunderingcasepertain-
ing to illegal sandmining, to14-
day judicial custody.
TheEnforcementDirectorate

produced Honey in the Special
PMLACourtof JudgeRupinderjit
Chahal seeking extension of his
remand by seven days, which
wasdenied.
Honeywas arrested during

theinterveningnightofFebruary
3 and4by theED,whichgothis
custody till February 8. It was
laterextendedtillFebruary11.On
Friday, the EDcouldnot present
any fresh evidence against
Honey.Theagency,however, in-
formedthecourtthatdigitalde-
vices, includingmobile phone,
recovered fromHoney contain
around18lakhpagesofdataout
of which one lakh pages have
been analysed. The ED said it
needs further remandof theac-
cusedtoconfronthimwithaddi-
tional facts that may emerge
while analysing the 17 lakh re-
mainingdigitalpages.
The ED informed the court

that during the remand period,
Honey was confronted with
seized documents, which re-
vealed his deep involvement in
the process of sandmining ac-
tivity.

New Delhi
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THE JOBS CRISIS
India’semploymentproblempredatesCovid.
Thepandemichasdeepenedthe faultlines

INANATTEMPTtocountertheOpposition’sclaimsonthepoliticallysensitiveissue
ofunemployment, FinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharamanargued intheLokSabha
onThursdaythatunemploymentinthecountryhadactuallydeclinedtopre-pan-
demiclevels.Aspertheperiodiclabourforcesurvey,urbanunemploymentduring

January-March2021haddeclinedtothepre-Covid levelof around9percent,afterpeak-
ingat20.8percentduringthefirstwave.Variousotherestimatesalsoseemtosuggestthat
thelevelofunemploymentinthecountryhasinfactfallenbacktopre-Covidlevels.Asper
CMIE,theunemploymentrateinJanuary2022stoodat6.57percent,downfromthepeak
of 23.52per cent inApril 2020. Ithadstoodat7.76per cent inFebruary2020prior to the
pandemic. However, does this fall in the unemployment rate indicate an easing of the
labourmarketdistress?Doesitreflectanexpansionofmoreproductiveformsofemploy-
ment?Andif so,does it suggestahealingof thescars inducedbythepandemic?
Theemploymentcrisis inIndiapredatesCovid.However,several fault lineshavebeen

deepenedbythepandemic.First, Indiahaswitnessedadeclineinthelabourforcepartic-
ipationrate.Thisimpliesthatmanyhavesimplyoptedoutofthelabourforce,perhapsput
off by the absence of jobs. Second, unemployment rates are significantly higher among
theyouth,andthemoreeducatedsections.Aspersurveys,theunemploymentrateinthe
15-29agegroupstoodat22.9percentinJanuary-March2021.Third,whiletherearesigns
pointingtowardsanincreaseintheformalisationofthelabourforce(thoughthisemploy-
mentismorelikelytobeconcentratedamonglow-incomejobsinthelargerindustrialre-
gions),thereisalsothecasualisationofemploymenttocontendwith.Casualwagelabour
employmentlacksthesocialsecurityframeworkthatformalemploymentprovides.Fourth,
consideringcurrentpercapita incomelevels, fewcanaffordtostayunemployedfor long.
Manywillsimplyoptforlessproductivejobsatlowerwages.Thisimpliesthatadownward
trendingunemploymentratemaynotbeanaccurategaugeof labourmarketdistress.The
heighteneddemandforworkunderMGNREGA,despite largepartsof theeconomyhav-
ingrecoveredtotheirpre-pandemic levels, suggestscontinuingeconomicdistress.
Therecentprotests inthestatesofUttarPradeshandBihar,bythosewhohadappeared

forthenon-technicalpopularcategoriesexamconductedbytheIndianRailways,areindica-
tiveofthisgrowingmismatchbetweenthedemandandsupplyofjobs.Soarethedemands
byvariouscastegroupsforincreasingreservationinpublicsectoremploymentandexpand-
ing their scope toencompass theprivatesector.At their core, they indicate the lackof ade-
quateandremunerativeemploymentgenerationinthecountry,andtheinabilityofthegov-
ernmenttofacilitatethecreationofalabour-intensivemanufacturingsectorthatcanabsorb
thesurplus labour force inagricultureandthemillionsenteringthe labour forceeachyear.
Thisisthebiggestissueconfrontingthegovernment.

DOG-WHISTLE POLITICS
UttarPradeshCMpickingonKerala,Bengal, J&K, stokesold

fears,dentshisowngovernanceclaims

UPCHIEFMINISTERYogiAdityanath’sclaimthatifheisnotvotedbacktooffi-
cethestatecouldbecomeaKerala,WestBengalor JammuandKashmir isa
dogwhistle,plainandsimpleanddisquieting.Thesestateshaveasubstanti-
alMuslimpopulation. Except for JammuandKashmir,wheremainstream

politicsisinthecold,theothertwostateshaveapoliticsthathasresoundinglydefeatedthe
BJP.Intheblack-and-whitediscourseofpolitics,this,intheeyesoftheBJP,makesthem“app-
easersofminorities”.SothemessageintheCM’svideo,releasedjustaheadofthefirstphase
ofpollinginthestateThursday,wasnotlostonanyone.Expectedly,politiciansacrossparty
linesfromthesestatesclosedrankstocriticiseAdityanath—andaudithisgovernment.
Itisaself-goalwhenAdityanathhastotalkaboutotherstatesintheUniontostikeimag-

inedfears,raiseoldbogeys,toattractvotersratherthanlethisownrecordinofficespeakfor
itself. Justtheotherday,PrimeMinisterNarendraModispokeinParliamentabouttheBJP’s
commitmenttocooperativefederalism—herecalledthevirtualmeetingshehadheldwith
variouschiefministerswhileformulatingthegovernment’sCovidstrategy—andempha-
sisedunity in India’sdiversity.The fact is theBJPhasbeenraisingcommunaldogwhistles
in itsUPcampaignforsometime.Adityanathhadrecently framedtheelectoralcontestas
80per cent versus 20per cent, the latter an allusion to the percentage ofMuslims in the
state’s population. TheBJP has routinely invoked thememory ofMuhammadAli Jinnah,
thefounderofPakistanwhodiedin1948,andwovenit intotheparty’sexclusivistnation-
alismnarrativetopolarisetheelectorate:AdityanathdescribedthosevotingagainsttheBJP
assupportersofJinnah.Evenclaimsmadeonimprovementinlawandorderareframedcom-
munallyandappealsforre-electionarecastasanecessarysteptoprotect“sisters,mothers
anddaughters”.Administrativeactionstakeninviolationofdueprocess—encounterkillings
to indiscriminate arrests and seizure of property belonging to protesters fromminority
groups—havebecomeproxyindicatorsofano-nonsense“tough”government.
Theregresstowardsadiscourseofmajoritarianismandvictimhoodinsteadofapos-

itivecampaignfocusedontheparty’srecordinofficemaybegoodelectionpoliticsbuta
campaign thatpaints the spectreof a communal threatonly createsbitterness thatwill
endure longafter thevotesarecounted.

THE AIDS HEALER
Despitedubiousforaysinrecenttimes,LucMontagnierwillbe

recognisedasamodernmedicinegreat

IN2018, FACINGcriticism forhismaverick theories—DNAcanbe “teleported”by
electromagneticwavespickedupbywater,forinstance—adefiantLucMontagnier
toldLeMonde:“Idon’thavetobeashamedofwhatIamdoing.Thediscoveryofthe
AIDSvirushas savedmillionsof lives. I haveauthority.”Hispeers reacted to such

assertionswithdismay.ButnotevenhisworstdetractorwillcontestMontagnier’sclaim
that thediscoveryofAIDSassureshimaplace in thegalaxyofmedicine’sgreats.
Inhisautobiographicalessayforthe2008NobelPrize,Montagnier—whopassedaway

onTuesday—describeshowwatchinghis grandfather suffer cancermovedhimto study
medicine. In 1983, hewas approachedbyaParis clinician to examine apatientwhowas
showingearlysignsofthemysteriousnewillnessthatwasballooningintoapublichealthcri-
sis.Montagnierwasamongstthefewvirologists,whosuspectedthatthedisease—thende-
scribedasthe“gayplague”inseveralquarters—wascausedbyaretrovirus,apathogenthat
slipsintothehost’sDNAandtakescontrolofit.Histeam’sresearchpavedthewayforthede-
velopmentofHIVtestsandAIDStherapies.ButMontagniergotembroiledinabitterconflict
withtheAmericanvirologistRobertGallo,withwhomhehadoncesharednotes—andca-
maraderie.GallohadexaminedsamplesfromthesamepatientasMontagnierandalsocon-
cludedthatthediseasewascausedbyaretrovirus.Debateturnedintoapublicspatoverwho
haddiscoveredHIVandacrimoniouslitigationoverthepatentonacrucialbloodtestonAIDs
patientsensued.Thematterrequiredtheinterventionof theUSandFrenchpresidents.
Inrecenttimes,MontagnierearnedtheireofhispeersforquestioningCovidvaccina-

tion and peddling pseudoscience. But theworldwill knowhimbetter as the virologist
whoseworkunravelledHIVand led to removingmisinformationonAIDS.

State of ill-health

ShahAlamKhan

MRajivlochan

Thereappearstobeapoliticaldeterminationto
distractvotersfromthealarminghealthcrisis inUP

PUNJAB’S NEW CASTE CALCULUS
Risingworth ofDalits could end Jat dominance in public life

THROUGHTHENEXT fewweeks, the coun-
try’smostpopulousstatewillvoteforanew
government. Unfortunately, besides being
themost populous, Uttar Pradesh (UP) also
happens to be in the company of themost
“diseased states” in the country. In the re-
cently published results of the National
FamilyHealth Survey-5 (NFHS-5), the state
hasdoneevenworsethanconflictzoneslike
Jammu and Kashmir. It, therefore, appears
thatthepoorshowingof thestateinthesec-
ondwaveofCovid-19wasnotbychance,but
a fallout of government neglect of health-
care. This is evenmoreevident in theongo-
ing election campaignwhere the narrative
is set by the incumbent regime and no one
wants todiscuss the“healthof thepeople”.
Traditionally,healthandeducationhave

neverbeenpointsof discussion inelectoral
campaigns in India, but with the ongoing
Covid -19 pandemic, it is imperative that
there is clear accountability for death and
disease. In the wake of the devastation
unleashed by Covid-19, even themost far-
right regimes (like in Brazil and the
Philippines) have begun to talk about the
healthof theirpeople.
TheNFHS-5has revealedsomestagger-

ing facts about India’s perpetual health cri-
sis. This, despite India being a signatory to
theMillenniumDevelopmentGoals(MDG)
of the UnitedNations General Assembly in
2000. An evaluation of the NFHS-5 results
fromUP reveals howdeep themuck is and
how urgent the need to fix accountability.
AccordingtotheNFHS-5, theinfantmortal-
ity rate (IMR) of UP is 50.4 per 1,000 live
births.This ispoorer thaneventhemostvi-
olent conflict zones in the world. The IMR
for Syria is 16 per 1,000 live births and for
Iraq, it is20per1,000livebirths.Theunder-
fivemortality rate for UP is evenmore dis-
mal at 59.8 per 1,000 live births. This is in
contrast to the under-fivemortality of 9.8
per1,000livebirthsforJammuandKashmir
in NFHS-5 (the figure is 16 per 1,000 live
births for Syria). Both IMR and under-five
mortality rates areamong themost impor-

tantandsensitiveindicatorsof thehealthof
a population. For UP, these figures are
nowhereneartheSustainableDevelopment
Goals 3 target for 2030, which is to ensure
healthy lives and promote well-being for
peopleof all ages.
Even as we cry a river on UP’s poor

healthindicators intheNFHS-5,othertragic
maladiesdirectlyaffect thewell-beingand
healthof thepeopleof thestate.TheNFHS-
5data shows that 39.7 per cent of children
under the age of 5 years are stunted. A
whopping 66.4 per cent of children be-
tweentheagesof6-59monthsareanaemic.
This figure foranaemiahasworsenedfrom
63.4percent inNFHS-4(2015-16).The2021
GlobalNutritionReport reveals that the in-
cidence of stunting in children aged less
than5years inSouthSudan,whichhas the
worst malnutrition in all of Africa, is 31.3
percent.AspertheNFHS-5,50.4percentof
women in the reproductive age group (15-
49 years) in UP have anaemia. In 2019,
South Sudan had 35.6 per cent anaemic
womenwithinthereproductiveagegroup.
UttarPradesh, thus,hasmorestuntedchil-
drenandmoreanaemicwomenthanprob-
ably any region on the planet with such a
significant cohort of people. Anaemia and
malnutrition are the harbingers of chronic
disease anddeath.
Nowonder, among all states, UP has the

largest number of tuberculosis cases and is
responsible for over 20 per cent of the total
TBcasesnotifiedinthecountry. In2020, just
over 4 lakh cases of TBwere detected inUP.
Thiswas incontrast tothe1.23lakhTBcases
notified in the neighbouring state of Bihar
during the same year. Biharwas known to
have some of theworst TB statistics in the
decades goneby.Moreworryingly, the inci-
dence ofmulti-drug-resistant TB (MDR-TB)
is second highest in UPwith 4.53 per cent
newlydiagnosedcasesofTBbeingMDR.The
future health implications of this high per-
centageofdrug-resistantTBisanyone’sguess.
Epidemics alsomake frequent appear-

ances inUP.The2017deathsofchildrenina

government hospital in Gorakhpur due to
AcuteEncephalitisSyndrome(AES)isacase
to ponder as it symbolises the poisonous
mix of susceptibility of the malnourished
and brutal neglect on part of the state.
EpidemicsofAESarenotuncommoninUP.
The number of child deaths in previous
yearsduetoAESwas5,850in2014,6,917in
2015and6,121in2016.Epidemicsofdengue
andmalariaarealsoacommonoccurrence.
In November 2021, the number of dengue
cases in Uttar Pradesh had crossed the
23,000-mark for the year 2021, making it
theworst outbreak situation in the state in
several years. Thiswas thehighest number
ofdenguecasesreported inUPsince2016. I
refrainfrommentioningthedeathanddev-
astationseeninthewakeofthesecondwave
of Covid-19 in the state.
As mentioned earlier, in India, health

doesn’t traditionally figure in the imagina-
tion of the political class. The people are
wronglymadetobelievethathealth is their
ownresponsibility.Followingthepandemic,
health discussions have begun to take cen-
trestage in this country. But it appears that
politicaldeterminationistoinduceacollec-
tive amnesia about death and devastation,
particularlyfollowingthebrutalsecondwave
of Covid-19. Memories of medical neglect
anddeath fix accountability, and accounta-
bilityaffectselectoralprospects.Astheelec-
tion campaigning gains pace in UP, we are
hearing more and more about temples,
mosques,“lovejihad”andhijabs.Thehealth
crisis silently grows bigger as we are dis-
tracted from asking questions thatmatter.
The voters of UP should realise that some-
where in thevast hinterlandsof the state of
Ram, as the irresponsible finish speaking
about“lovejihad”,hijaborthemandir,afew
hundredmoremen, women and children
would have taken their last breaths due to
malnutrition,AES,TBoranaemia.

Thewriter is professor, departmentof
orthopaedics, All India InstituteofMedical
Sciences,NewDelhi. Viewsarepersonal

DALITSINPUNJABdonotvoteonthebasisof
caste.NeitherdoJats.NordoHindusorSikhs.
Yet, it is said that only a Jat Sikh canbecome
chief minister in Punjab, even though Jats
makeuplessthanone-fifthofthepopulation
whileDalitsconstitutemorethanone-third.
Itwasahistorical accidentbywhich, af-

ter1900, Jatsendedupbeingthemastersof
almostall agricultural landand,eventually,
of public life in Punjab. Jats in Punjab, a
grouping of some 900-odd sub-castes and
clans, used to pursue diverse occupations
like soldiering, cattle herding and cultiva-
tion,whenthecolonialgovernmentpassed
thePunjabLandAlienationAct in1900.The
Act, inonestroke,madeJatsthesoleowners
of agricultural land.
The poorer sections of society, the ones

whoactuallytendedtotheland,theagricul-
tural labourers,werebydefault definedout
of theownershipof anyagricultural land.
Deprivedof anyopportunity forupward

mobility, theybecameDalits—oppressed,
crushed — in the most literal sense of
theword.
In a society with hardly any industries

and a negligible service sector, the owner-
shipof landcreatedanewelite. Soon, those
who owned land began to dominate the
public spaces of Punjab. They also began to
demandmore control. The initial demand
for the creation of a separate state for Sikhs
was crushedbyPartapSinghKairon, a chief
ministerwhodidnotcountenanceanycom-
munal nonsense. After his death, however,
Indira Gandhi took the initiative to remove
Haryana and Himachal Pradesh from the

state of Punjab, thereby consolidating Jat
controloverPunjab.
TheDalits,meanwhile,continuedtosuf-

ferindignitiesandsocialhumiliationdespite
beingalmostathirdof thepopulationof the
state. The big change happened in the late
20thcenturywheneducationandtheserv-
ice sector grewmanifold in Punjab. By the
early21st century, thehospitality and serv-
ice sector had become themain creator of
wealthinPunjab.Todayitconstitutesalmost
half of Punjab’sGDP.
The Scheduled Castes, unhindered by

ownershipof land,tooktothesenewoppor-
tunitiesinabigway.Theconsequentupward
mobilitywasfurtherstrengthenedbymany
of them finding jobs abroad. The newly
earnedwealth was invested in setting up
patterns of izzatdar (honourable) living for
thosewhohadstayedhome.Theresearchof
Paramjit JudgeandGurpreetBaltellsusthat
one of the first expenses undertaken after
makingmoney abroadwas to convert their
homes in the Dalit basti into pucca houses.
Auniquefeatureherewasatoilet,animpor-
tantindicatorofhonourable/civilisedliving.
Dalitbastis intheMalwaregion—for that is
the region fromwhere themostmigrations
happened—weresoonconvertedintorows
ofneatandcleanmulti-storiedpuccahouses.
Atthesametime,celebrationsoftheirre-

ligious mentors and the guides who had
helped themnegotiate the changingworld
becamemore visible. The inevitable push-
back from the dominant groups came
aroundtheissueof “hurtreligiousfeelings”.
Thiswasaeuphemismforfightspickedwith

thenewlyprosperouspeopleon theexcuse
of religion,beatingthemintosubmission in
the hope that they would remain within
their limits.
The conflict over Baba Bhaniara, which

we documented in some detail, would end
withBhaniara,aformerclassIVemployeeof
the government, being put in jail and then
seceding frompublic life altogether. “He (a
Dalit)waspronetosayingnastythingsabout
Sikhismanditscontemporaryleaders”,was
theusual complaintagainsthim.
An almost week-long riot in Talhan vil-

lage in 2003— “riot” being another euphe-
mism for pitched battles being fought on
streets,withthepoliceashelplessbystanders
—indicatedthattheDalitswerenowwilling
tohitback.
Inthenextfewyears,analogousconflicts

emerged around sundry babas whowere
reveredbytheDalitsandtheirreligiousprac-
tices. Ronki Ram documented the story of
how after one such fracas, in 2008 the
RavidassiasturnedtheirbackonSikhismand
announcedthattheywereadistinctreligion.
The postponement of polling day in

PunjabtothelastweekofFebruaryatthere-
quest of thosewhowish to celebrate Guru
RavidasJayantihasonlyunderlinedthenew
worthofDalits inpublic life—andtheirdis-
tinctreligiouspractices.Anelectoralvictory
helmed by Chief Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi,aself-madeDalitman,wouldloudly
announce that the domination of Jats over
Punjab’spublic life isover.

Thewriter teachesatPanjabUniversity

According to the NFHS-5,
the infant mortality rate
(IMR) of UP is 50.4 per
1,000 live births. This is
poorer than even the most
violent conflict zones in the
world. The IMR for Syria is
16 per 1,000 live births and
for Iraq, it is 20 per 1,000 live
births. The under-five
mortality rate for UP is even
more dismal at 59.8 per
1,000 live births. This is in
contrast to the under-five
mortality of 9.8 per 1,000
live births for Jammu and
Kashmir in NFHS-5 (the
figure is 16 per 1,000 live
births for Syria). Both IMR
and under-five mortality
rates are one of the most
important and sensitive
indicators of the health
of a population.

The inevitable pushback
from the dominant groups
came around the issue of
‘hurt religious feelings’. This
was a euphemism for fights
picked with the newly
prosperous people on the
excuse of religion, beating
them into submission in the
hope that they would remain
within their limits. The
conflict over Baba Bhaniara,
which we documented in
some detail, would end with
Bhaniara, a former class IV
employee of the government,
being put in jail and then
seceding from public life
altogether.
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Long-termunemployment canmake any

worker progressively less employable, even
after the economy strengthens. — JANET YELLENTHEEDITORIALPAGE

TURMOIL IN DHAKA
BANGLADESHPRESIDENTABDUSSattarhas
dissolved the 42-member council of minis-
ters in the faceof the “grave crisis facing the
nation”andtoridtheadministrationof“cor-
ruptionandinertness”.Thedissolutionofthe
77-day-oldministrywas announced by the
President in an unscheduled address to the
nation over radio and TV. The 77-year old
Sattarwhogot amassivemandate from the
peopleintheNovemberpresidentialelection
tosucceedZiaurRahmanassuredthenation
that a smaller council of ministers will be
formed in a day. He said he had decided to
dissolvetheministrybecausedoubtsseemed
tohaveariseninpeople’smindsoverthehon-

esty and integrity of some of theministers.
Heappealedtothepeopletocooperatewith
thegovernment inremovingcorruption.

NEWSPRINT DUTY
THE INFORMATION AND Broadcasting
MinistryhassuggestedtotheFinanceMinistry
the abolition of customsduty onnewsprint
that was introduced in the current year’s
budget. It hasalso suggested that a systemof
collectinganannuallicencefeeonthree-band
radio and television sets bedone awaywith.
UnionInformationandBroadcastingMinister
VasantSathesaidthathehadmadethesesug-
gestionsontheeveof thebudget.

INDO-PAK TALKS
THEINDO-PAKOFFICIALtalkswill resumein
March.Thetalkswereoriginallyscheduledto
be held in the lastweek of thismonth. The
IndiansidewillbeledbyForeignSecretaryRD
Sathe.Besidesattemptingtonarrowdowndif-
ferencesoversecurityissues,thetwosideswill
also have further discussions on an Indo-
PakistanEconomicCommission.

MP POWER CRISIS
MADHYAPRADESHISexperiencingitsworst
ever power crisis. On February 11, almost all
thermal and hydel units in the state broke
down,plungingtheentirestate indarkness .
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“Windfall taxes are nothing new. Margaret Thatcher’s government was one of
the most notable users of the tactic — with one-off levies on banks and oil
companies for making excess gains in the early 1980s” —THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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Increased government
investment to stimulate
economic activity is in
principle a sound
philosophy. Reducing
MGNREGA expenditure is
an optimum objective but
one that should be achieved
naturally, not forcefully.
Reducing welfare
expenditure to fund capital
expenditure in the hope of a
‘trickle down’ economic
benefit is a dangerous
gamble at this time.
Especially, when there were
other more prudent ways to
raise funds through
increased progressive direct
taxes of large corporates with
no deleterious impact.

INTHEFIRSTindicationofaforthcomingto-
tal lockdown, onMarch 19, 2020, Prime
Minister NarendraModi appealed to the
countryinatelevisedaddresstofollowa14-
hourself-imposed“jantacurfew”threedays
later—onMarch22. By the timeof his ap-
peal,22stateshadalreadygoneintoseveral
forms of lockdowns, without issuing any
prior warnings. Maharashtra and Delhi,
whicharerecipientsofthehighestnumberof
incomingmigrants,hadalreadyorderedand
implemented stringent curfews and
Rajasthanwasthefirststatetoimposeatotal
lockdown.Variousopposition leaders likeP
Chidambaramhadledtheclamourforalock-
down. On March 24, when the PM an-
nounced total lockdown, almost all activity
in these states had already come to a com-
pletestandstill.
So, howwas the lockdown sudden if

manyoppositionleaderswerealreadyask-
ingforitandmoststateshadalreadyimple-
mentedvariousformsof it?Outofworkal-
ready for several weeks due to
state-imposed curfews, daily-wagework-
ers had begun to feel the sharp financial
pinch, despite the announcement of free
foodgrains by the Centre.With little infor-
mation about the newvirus, coupledwith
insecurity, thesemigrants sought to return
tothesafetyoftheirvillages.Itwascommon
knowledge that the Indian rural health in-
frastructurewassimplynotreadytohandle
asurgeofCovid-19cases.TheWHOandvar-
ious Indian experts also spoke about halt-
ing the movement of people across the
country.Whatgoodwouldalockdownhave
been if peoplewere freelymoving around
the country, carrying the virus to places
where therewasnoadequatehealth infra-
structure? The only option for the country
was tohalt themovementof potential car-
riersofthevirusfromurbantoruralcentres.
Themigrants’exodus,whichbeganasa

humanitarian crisis, quickly turned politi-
calwithfear-mongeringbeingusedgener-
ouslybyseveraloppositionleaders.Ithardly
matteredwhatspeeches theymadeonso-
cialmedia—Arvind Kejriwal appealing to
the migrants to stay put and Uddhav
Thackeray in a televised address assured
thatthey’llbetreatedhumanely—because
on the ground, these states simply did not
provideforthevulnerable.OnMarch27,the
MinistryofHomeAffairs (MHA) sentano-
tification to the states advising them to
makeadequatearrangements,whichwould
fulfilthebasichumanneedsofthedisplaced
migrants.ButshoulditneedanMHAdirec-
tiveforstategovernmentstoprovideforthe
mostvulnerable?
OnApril 2, Rs 11,000 crorewas sent to

statessothattheywouldbeabletocopewith
thefinancialburdenofprovidingtheameni-
tiesoutlinedby theMHA.Unfortunately, as
eventsunfolded, it becameclear thatmany

statesfailedtousethesefunds.Asperseveral
reports and self-proclaimed numbers,
Maharashtra’s governmentmadearrange-
mentsforonlysevenlakhmigrantswhenover
twocroremigrants(aconservativeestimate)
werebelievedtobeworkinginthestate.
TheDelhi government liberally allowed

movementofthedisplacedtobusstopsand
train stations, instead of enforcing a strict
lockdown and providing for their needs.
Maharashtra, on the other hand, turned a
blindeyetorumour-mongering,pushingan
alreadyvulnerablepopulationtothebrinkof
panic.Mumbaipolicedid little tostopthem
fromhittingthestreets.Theuproaronsocial
media by several opposition leaders like
RahulGandhi, fuelledbyvideosofmigrants
returningonfoot,onlyaddedtothemigrants’
anxietyandtheyeventuallybegantofullybe-
lievethatreturninghometothevillageswas
theironlychanceofsurvival.
OnMay1,onlyafterthePMandhisteam

of experts were confident that enough
knowledgeof Covid-appropriatebehaviour
hadpercolated into society, and thehealth-
careinfrastructurehadbeenaugmentedsat-
isfactorily, did theCentre announce special
Shramiktrains to ferrythemigrants totheir
homes. The arrangementwas that 85 per
centofthecostofeachticketwouldbeborne
bytheCentreandtheremaining15percent
bythestateswhocouldthenchoosetocharge
themigrantsiftheywishedto.Followingthis,
thepoliticaldiscourseturneduglywhenchief
ministers likeThackeraybegantomakeun-
reasonabledemands foradditional trains to
paint themselves as the saviours of themi-
grants,onlytofail toprovideenoughpeople
todemandallthoseextratrains.Enteringthe
race, SoniaGandhi toowrotea letter stating
thattheIndianNationalCongresswillpayfor
migrants’ train tickets if theCentredoesn’t.
However, despite such a generous offer, no
reportedfundhasbeenissuedbytheINCfor
this purpose, even inCongress-ruled states.
Similarly,inyetanotherdemonstrationinthe
secondweekofMay,theCongresspartyan-
nouncedprovisioningoverathousandbuses
to send migrants from Rajasthan to UP.
However,when a list of number plates of
thosethousandbuseswassenttotheUPgov-
ernment, itwas found thatmany of them
were junk vehicles registered as auto-rick-
shaws,carsandtrucks.Eventually,consider-
ingthesecurityrisk, theCongresspartyhad
torecallthebuses.
Despite heavy politicking, the PMwas

silentontheissuethroughthetwoyearsof
thepandemic.Onlynowthattheissueisbe-
hindus,withseveralmigrantssuccessfully
rehabilitated in their home states as evi-
denced by the increased demand for the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme, did he
raisetheissueinbothHousesofParliament.
Predictably,theaccusedchiefministersand
sections of themedia are blindly retorting
without putting out any facts to demon-
strate their sincerity and condemning the
primeminister as a liar. Notably, they still
refuse to take any accountability for the
sorry plight of themigrants, holding the
Centre fullyresponsible.

Thewriterisapolicyand
communicationsstrategist.ANationto

Protect:LeadingIndiaThroughtheCovid
Crisis isherthirdbook

AWEEKBEFOREtheUnionbudgetwastobe
presented, the chairman of Hindustan
Unilever (HUL)wanted the financeminister
(FM)toplanforaMahatmaGandhiNational
RuralEmploymentGuaranteeScheme-type
programmefortheurbanpoor.Hereasoned
that personal consumption, which consti-
tutes nearly two-thirds of India’s economy,
has been badly hit and schemes likeMGN-
REGAshouldbeextendedandexpandedun-
til consumptionrecovers fully.
This is a stunning reversal of opinion

aboutMGNREGA,whichwaslampoonedjust
adecadeagobytheprivatesector,policycom-
mentatorsandthenChiefMinisterNarendra
Modiasa“dole”forthepoorthatwouldren-
der themlazyandindolent.
Ironically, the Economic Survey of

2021-22 proudly states that MGNREGA
providedasafetynet tomore than110mil-
lionpoor Indians. For context, all the com-
panies listed inthestockexchangeanduni-
cornstart-ups,put together,employamere
sevenmillion people.
But, in actuality, more than 110million

would have been reliant onMGNREGA this
year, had the programme not run out of
moneyafterjustsixmonthsinthecurrentfi-
nancialyear.DemandforworkunderMGN-
REGA,whichisbydesignanunemployment
insurance scheme for people plunged into
penury, is at record highs and ostensibly
manywereturnedawayduetolackoffunds.
Amidst this backdrop, the FMoutlineda

neweconomicphilosophyinthebudgetthat
moved away fromdirect governmentwel-
fare assistance for the needy to an indirect
“trickledown”economicimpact.Belyingex-
pectations of an extended and expanded
MGNREGA, conversely, the FM cut the pro-
gramme’s budget and reallocated that sum
forgovernmentcapitalexpenditure.
To be clear, lowerMGNREGA demand

shouldbeourprimaryeconomicobjectiveas
a nation. It is a demand-based programme
and if people are able to find better quality
jobsthantoilingforminimumwages,MGN-
REGA demand and hence expenditurewill
also be lower. But turning people away due
to lack of funds and artificially suppressing
MGNREGAdemanddoesnotbehoveadem-
ocraticallyelectedgovernment.
The ideathat thegovernmentmuststep

inwhenprivate investment is tepidandde-
mandis lacklustre inaneconomyisasound
andwell-establishedeconomictheory.Byit-
self,embarkingonaproductivegovernment
investment programme to stimulate eco-
nomic activity, boost demand and catalyse
private investment is a laudable objective.
Thequestionis:WasitrighttocutMGNREGA
expendituretofundgovernmentinvestment
at thisperiloustime?Andthenaturalcorol-
laryquestionwill be—howelse could such
agovernmentinvestmentprogrammehave
been funded?
TheUniongovernmentplanstospendan

additionalRs2.5 lakhcrore incapitalexpen-
diturenextyearthanitdidinthecurrentyear,
includingRs1lakhcroreasloanstostatesex-
clusively for capital expenditure. Sixty per
centof thisadditional capexamount isbud-
geted to come froma reduction in food (ra-
tion),fertiliser,fuelsubsidiesandMGNREGA.

Thegovernment’s fundamentalpremise
is thatwe are past the pandemic blues and
next yearwill be a normal year. Additional
food grains given during the pandemic can
bewithdrawnandfoodsubsidiescanbecut
byRs80,000croreisthebelief.Similarly, the
governmentseemstobelievethatMGNREGA
demandwilltaperoffnextyearandhascutits
allocation by roughly Rs 30,000 crore. The
government’s conviction that next yearwill
be a “business as usual” pre-pandemic year
isadangerousgamble.
ItisimportanttorecallthatinSeptember

2019, outside the budget cycle, therewas a
suddenannouncementofadramaticreduc-
tion in corporate tax rates. As a result, of the
morethanninelakhcorporatesthatfiledin-
cometax returns lastyear, the top433com-
panieswithprofitsgreaterthanRs500crore
paid taxesat theeffective rateof 20percent
whileinFY2019thesecompaniespaidanef-
fectivetaxrateof27percent.
Profits of these top 400-odd companies

havedoubledandtheirmarketvaluehas in-
creased three timessince2019.But the total
number of people employed by these com-
panies remained the same. To put it simply,
the corporate tax cutshave cost thegovern-
mentRs3lakhcrorethusfar(Rs1.5lakhcrore
per year), they have doubled the profits for
companies,butcreatednonewjobs.
Since thegovernmentbelieves thatnext

yearwillbeanormalyear like2019, thecor-
porate tax rate could have been reverted to
the2019 rate.Doing so couldhavegarnered
at least an additional Rs 1 lakh crore in tax
revenues,likelymore,whichcouldhavebeen
usedforincreasedcapitalexpenditurewith-
out theneedtocutdownonwelfare.
Therewould have been no economic or

socialrepercussionstothismovesincethese
companies have neither increased invest-
mentnor created jobs after the tax cuts and
theywereused topaying taxat that tax rate
anyways.Similarly,withboomingstockmar-
kets andmassive increases in the capital
wealthof a tiny few,an increase in thesecu-
ritiestransactionandcapitalgainstaxescould
havefetchedanadditionalRs50,000croreat
least, tobeusedfor increasedcapitalexpen-
diture.India’scapitalgainsandcorporatetax
rates are among the lowest in the world,
whichhave fetchedno “dividends” in terms
of investmentsor jobs forpeople.Therewas
aclearandjustifiedrationaletospurgovern-
mentcapitalexpenditurethroughincreased
corporateandcapitalgains taxratesandnot
by reducingwelfare expenditure at such a
precarioustimefor theeconomy.
Increased government investment to

stimulate economic activity is in principle a
soundphilosophy. ReducingMGNREGAex-
penditure is an optimumobjective but one
that shouldbeachievednaturally,not force-
fully. Reducingwelfare expenditure to fund
capital expenditure in the hope of a “trickle
down”economicbenefitisadangerousgam-
bleat this time.Especially,when therewere
other more prudent ways to raise funds
throughincreasedprogressivedirecttaxeson
largecorporateswithnodeleteriousimpact.
Forthenation’ssake,Isincerelyhopethedan-
gerous gamble by theModi government to
fund government investment by reducing
safety net allocations pays off, though I re-
mainsceptical.

Chakravarty isapoliticaleconomistand
chairmanofdataanalytics

of theCongressparty

Explaining the
exodus

Chiefministers,oppositionparties
cannotabsolvethemselvesofthepart
theyplayedinthe2020migrantcrisis

SRI LANKA QUESTION
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘New
bonhomie’ (IE,February11).BothIndia
andSriLankadeservekudosforshow-
ing far-sightedness bymending their
bilateralrelations.Thesupplyofessen-
tialcommodities, fuel,andother items
by India toSri Lankacouldwell be the
causefor thisnewfoundbonhomie.Of
course, there shouldbe anelement of
reciprocity inourrelations.Butsome-
times, generosity proves to be more
useful andproductive in the long run.
However, we cannot ignore the well-
entrenched anti-India lobby in Sri
Lanka.Colombocontinuestobesilent
on the sensitive issues relating to the
Tamilpolity.Wemustdemandurgent
actiononSriLanka’spart tomatchour
sincerity forkeepingrelationsoveron
anevenkeel.

Tarsem SinghMahilpur

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Newbon-
homie’(IE,February11).India’sapproach
to its relationswithSri Lanka is charac-
terisedbyalackofsensitivityandfinesse
inhandlingtheTamil issue.Wehaveal-
readypaidanextremelyheavypricedur-
ingtheill-fatedIPKFinterventionwhen
close to 1,400 Indian soldiers lost their
liveswithoutanystrategicadvantageac-
cruing to India or to Sri Lankan Tamils.
All over theworld, minorities always
complain about unfair treatment and
look for assistance from the outside
world,whichthenisperceivedasdisloy-
altybythemajority. India isherself vul-

nerable on this count and, therefore,
should donothing that is perceived by
SriLankansasinterferenceintheirinter-
nalaffairs.

HNBhagwat,Chiplun

ANTI-BUSINESS
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Ease of
doing business 2.0’ (IE February 11).
Lastyear, theprimeministeracknowl-
edged the role of the private sector
and the kind of positive strides the
countryhasmade in theeaseof doing
business index in the last few years.
This report throws up a different pic-
ture: If thereare26,134 imprisonment
clauses in Indian business laws then
anybuddingentrepreneur isboundto
getdisheartened. It looks like thatsin-
gle window clearance is still a far off
dream for small companies to start
their business journey.

Bal Govind,Noida

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

GETTING QI FABAO, a PLA regiment com-
manderwhowasinvolvedinChina’sGalwan
Valley border confrontationwith India, to
run the pre-Winter Games relay as torch-
bearer, isn’tmerelyablurringofpoliticsand
sportbythehostnation. It isabrazenbreach
of the principle of political neutrality that
China and the International Olympic
Committee (IOC)havepreachedaboutcon-
tinuously in the lead-up to theGames.
Short of welcoming foreign athletes at

the airport with placards of Rule 50 of the
OlympicCharter,whichprohibit themfrom
demonstrating or displaying political, reli-
gion or racial propaganda, Beijing and the
IOC did everything to intimidate athletes
intosilence.ButChineseofficialsdon’tseem
tohave read the rule themselves.
Chilling athletes into silence by spelling

out the jeopardy of binding Olympic rules
andtheChinesejudicialsystemisthesortof
controlled self-censorship that can tunnel
athletes into sticking to sport. But getting
statemedia likeGlobal Times to cackle and
crowaboutamilitarycommanderwhowas
in recent combatwith India, and parading
himinatorchrelay—perhaps for thebene-
fit of adomestic audience— flies in the face
of China’sobligation to sanitise sportof any

whiff of politics. This was partisan politics
literally runningwithaboastfulbeacon.
While countries have always put soft-

sellsofcultural,nationalisticpropagandaon
showat opening ceremonies, and been in-
dulged by the IOC, Fabao’s is a blatant and
curiously undignified flaunting. War
wounds—oneithersoldieringside—arefar
too real and honourable, to promenade
aroundatajogger’spaceforameresporting
spectacle. It’s an unwritten line of civility
crossed, as sportinghosts.
India might not be travelling with the

largest contingent to theGames.Butpoliti-
cal point-scoring against a military oppo-
nentonthesidelinesof anOlympicGames,
by drawing on confrontational symbolism
as ameasure of “bravery”, is frankly inde-
fensible. If it is unnecessary for athletes to
drift away from their job at hand— towin
—andusethepodiumtoexpress theircon-
cerns overmyriad issues in China, surely it
would count as entirely avoidable for the
hosts to use the Games as a ramp-way for
battle-wounds.
India responded with a last-minute

diplomatic boycott, after committing to
show up and stand by China and Russia at
theBRICSsummit. Itdeclaredthat itsdiplo-

matic presencewas untenable, and its en-
voydeclinedtheinvitationtotheceremony
afterthetorchbearerprovocation;Indiaalso
pulled out of telecasting the opener. A US
SenateForeignRelationsCommitteemem-
ber dubbed Beijing’s choice of a military
commanderasatorchbeareras“shameful”.
But theworldmightwell let this slide.
Commercialconsiderationshaveleashed

thebiggestpowersfromcallingoutChinafor
thiscontempt.UK’striplingtradedeficitwith
China post-Brexit, and other western
economies’ dependencemean athletes in
Beijingare shornof protections incase they
choosetovoiceanythoughtsunpalatableto
the hosts. A senior official of the Beijing
Organising Committee and an Olympic
champion, Yang Yang, was quoted from a
newsconferencelastweek,saying,“Athletes
needtoberesponsible forwhat theysay.”
It isnotuncommonforathletesbelong-

ing to armed forces to turn up at the
Olympics to represent their countries in
competition.But it isentirely lookeddown
on if territorial tensions and scars are di-
rectlydraggedontoa sporting field, in this
case as part of relaying the Games flame.
Sport is no stage for militarised cosplay,
nevermind the countlesswar analogies it

riffs off.
The IOCdroppedallpretenceof thisbe-

ingsolelyaboutsport,whenThomasBachat
apre-eventnewsmeetdeclaredfortheben-
efitof ski liftandsnowcannonmanufactur-
ers: “The boom in China will change the
globalwintersportsindustry.Allthecompa-
nies that aremainly based in the Alps and
NorthAmericawillbenefitgreatlyfromthe
development of winter sports in China.” It
iswell-knownthat several strugglingcom-
panies are invested in building the ski-re-
sortwinter economyof China.
Inoneofhismostabsurdpleastoathletes

to say nothing unsavoury and political and
stay confined to the sporting lane, Bach in-
voked Shakespeare. “If an actor is engaging
in the theatre, playingHamlet, thennobody
expectshimtovoicehispoliticalopinion.And
thesameistruetherefortheathlete.”Arather
unfortunatereference,giventheplay’sun-si-
lenceable ghost and perhaps theatre’smost
famous soliloquy. Tobeornot to bewas the
question. For India’s diplomatic dilemma, a
ChinesesoldierfromGalwaninthetorch-run
wasonestabtoomany,wellafterthepoison
drippedintotheear.

shivani.naik@expressindia.com

Shivani Naik

One stab toomany
ChinaparadingGalwan soldier atWinterGames is indefensible

BudgetcouldhaveincreasedcapitalexpenditurewithoutcuttingMGNREGAallocations.
Asthingsstand,governmenthastakenadangerousgamble

At the expense of the poorest
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ASADREHMAN
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THEALLAHABADHighCourthas
directed police to exhume the
bodyofa22-year-oldyouth,who
wasfounddeadatapolicestation
in Kasganj onNovember 9, and
sendit forasecondpostmortem
toAIIMSinNewDelhi.
Policehadsaidthattheyouth,

Altaf, hadhangedhimselfwith a
drawstring from thehoodof his
jacket,usingawaterpipeinatoi-
letthatisacoupleoffeetfromthe
ground. The postmortemwas
conducted intheKasganjdistrict
hospital. Theworker fromNagla
Syed inKasganjwasbookedun-
derthekidnappingchargefollow-
ing a complaint by a Hindu
woman’s family. After Altaf’s
death,apoliceinquiryandamag-
isterial probewere ordered into
thedeathcase.
In an order on Thursday, a

Bench of Justices Anjani Kumar
Mishra andDeepakVerma said
the secondpostmortemexami-
nation will be conducted by a
teamofdoctorsconstitutedbythe
Director of All India Institute of
MedicalScienceinDelhi.
“Wetherefore,direct that the

bodyof thedeceased, Altaf shall
be exhumed forthwith in the
presence of Senior
Superintendent of Police /
SuperintendentofPolice,Kasganj.
The body after it has been ex-
humedshallbesealedandimme-
diatelytransportedtotheAll-India
Institute of Medical Sciences,
Delhi,where apost-mortemex-
aminationof theexhumedbody
shallbeconductedinpresenceof
a teamof Doctors to be consti-
tutedby theDirector of All India
MedicalSciences,Delhi,”saidthe

court.Thecourtwashearingape-
titionfiledbyAltaf’sfatherChand
Miyan,who said “he is not satis-
fied with the post-mortem”.
Miyan requested the court for a
secondpostmortem“conducted
outsidetheStateofUPbecauseof
the alleged involvement” of the
statepolice. AdditionalAdvocate
GeneralManishGoel, represent-
ingthestate,didnotobject.
Thecourtalsodirectedofficials

to video-graph “the entire” post
mortemprocess.“Highresolution
still photographs of the body at
variousstagesoftheexamination
shallalsobetakenandpreserved.
Thepostmortemreport,thevideo
footage andphotograph shall be
prepared in three copies,” the
court said, adding the process
shouldbecompletedin10days.
While the petitioner also

prayed for an inquiry by theCBI,
the court did not pass anyorder
onthisasajudicialandmagisterial
inquiryispending.
Listing thematter after four

weeks,thecourtsaidit ispassing
theorder“becauseitisthecaseof
thepetitionerbaseduponphoto-
graphs brought on record,
wherein the deceased, Altaf is
showntohavehunghimselffrom
awaterpipe,whichwasinstalled
only three feet above the
ground...”
Aweekbefore hewas found

dead, Altaf was picked up for
questioningonacomplaintbythe
woman’s family andbookedun-
derIPCsections363(kidnapping)
and366 (kidnapping, abducting
orinducingwomantocompelher
marriage). Police earlier said the
couplewereinarelationshipbut
laterbrokeup.Thecourtwastold
thatunderthejudicialinquiryinto
the death case, 7 of the 36wit-
nesseshavebeenexamined.

Kasganj custody
death: HCorders
police to exhume
body of youth

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

USAMBASSADOR-AT-LARGE for
International Religious Freedom
(IRF) RashadHussain on Friday
said“Karnatakashouldnotdeter-
mine permissibility of religious
clothing”andhijabbansinschools
“violate religious freedom and
stigmatize and marginalize
womenandgirls”.
This came on a day when

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankarmet US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken in
MelbourneonFridayandthetwo
leaders reviewed the efforts to
strengthen cooperation bilater-
allyandthroughtheQuadgroup-
ing in the strategic IndianOcean
region.Hussain,whohadserved
asUS Special Envoyof President
Barack Obama to the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC),was recently
appointedastheUSenvoyforin-
ternational religious freedomby
theBidenadministration.
In a tweet on Friday, he said,

“Religious freedom includes the
abilitytochooseone’sreligiousat-
tire.TheIndianstateofKarnataka
shouldnot determinepermissi-
bility of religious clothing.Hijab
bans in schools violate religious
freedomandstigmatizeandmar-

ginalizewomen and girls.” His
comments come in thewake of
the incidents of hijab ban in
schoolsandcollegesinKarnataka.
Born in theUS, Hussain’s fa-

therbelongedtoBihar.Hestudied
at the Yale Law School and also
earned hisMaster’s degrees in
PublicAdministration (Kennedy
School of Government), and
Arabic and Islamic Studies from
HarvardUniversity.
InMelbourne, during their

talks on the sidelines of a key
meeting of Quad foreignminis-
ters, Jaishankar and Blinken re-
viewed their bilateral ties.
Jaishankarsaidthe“strategicpart-
nershiphasdeepenedsovisibly”.
Blinken too said the “changing
India-US relationship”has been
“veydefining”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

OPPOSING THE “intimidation”
facedbystudentswearinghijabin
someKarnatakacolleges,fivefac-
ultymembers of IIMBangalore
wrote to the National
Commission forWomen (NCW)
urging it to secure the rights of
Muslim women, and 277 stu-
dents of AzimPremjiUniversity
inBengaluru issued a statement
ofsolidaritywiththose“harassed
bymobs and denied education
basedontheirattire”.
In a letter addressed toNCW

chairpersonRekha Sharma, IIM
Bangalore faculty members
Hema Swaminathan, Ritwik
Banerjee, Deepak Malghan,
Dalhia Mani and Prateek Raj
stressed thatwhile they did not
condonepatriarchal restrictions
acrossreligions,“Tosingleoutone
religious practice is not accept-
able.”
“Women across all religions

facepatriarchalrestrictionsofone
kind or the other. Certainly, we
cannot condone such practices
and we must work with men,
women, and religious leaders to
bringaboutchange.But tosingle
outonereligiouspracticeisnotac-
ceptable...Theatmosphereoffear
and intimidationwillmakepar-
entshesitatetosenddaughtersto
schools and colleges,” the letter
read.Swaminathan,aprofessorat
theCentre for Public Policy, told
The Indian Express that faculty
members chose towrite to the
NCWtosafeguard the rightsand
agency of women. “Women in
generalaresubjecttorestrictions
and they should not be pushed
backfurther.Also,weneedtore-
claim plurality,” said
Swaminathan.
The students of AzimPremji

University in a statement urged
other student communities to
“peacefully speakup”. They said
theystandagainstdiscrimination
that denies citizens their basic
rights. “Such incidents have the
potential of creating institution-
alised discrimination based on
gender,religion,caste...” theysaid.

Students in burqa stopped from entering Jaipur college

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, FEBRUARY11

DULMAHA PANCHAYAT in
Jharkhand’sHazaribaghdistrict
remained tense days after inci-
dents of violence tookplace fol-
lowing themurdera17-year-old
boy.FourFIRswereregisteredaf-
tertheincidents,authoritiessaid,
and15peoplewere sent notices
toappearbeforepoliceforspread-
ingfakenewsintheaftermathof
theviolence.
The incidents began last

Sunday (February 6) evening in
Dulmaha village inDarhi block,
when17-year-oldRupeshPandey
was killed, and in retaliation, a
mob set vehicles andhouses on
fire.
Accordingtopolice,anFIRwas

registered formurder, and two
FIRs for arson. Another FIRwas
registered against people from
twocommunities forpromoting
enmityonthegroundsofreligion.
Hazaribagh SPManoj Ratan

Chothe,said:“OnFebruary6,a17-
year-oldboy,RupeshPandey,was

assaulted,leadingtohisdeath.The
actwas the result of an ongoing
dispute, and the Saraswati Puja
idolimmersion[duringwhichthe
killing allegedly tookplace] had
nothing to dowith the incident.
Wehaveregisteredacaseofmur-
der,alongwithothercharges,and
havearrestedfivepersonssofar.”
A total of 27peoplewerenamed
in the complaint lodged by the

victim’s uncle, the SP said.
Hazaribagh deputy commis-
sionerAdityaAnandsaid the sit-
uationisnowpeaceful.
According to the FIR, Pandey,

who worked at a local mobile
phone shop,was on hisway to
watch the idol immersionwhen
“oneMohammadAslamdragged
himtowardsacrowd”,whichbeat
himup.Whenthemobdispersed,

he was taken to the Barhi
CommunityHealthCentrewhere
hewas declared brought dead.
TheFIRsaidthatcomplainantAnil
KumarPandey,thevictim’suncle,
claimedhisnephewwaslynched
byamobcomprisingmembersof
onecommunity.Thevictim’sun-
cletoldTheIndianExpressthathis
nephewhadnoenmitywithany-
one. “People are angered be-
cause...outof27namedaccused,
only fivehavebeenarrested,” he
said.
OnFriday, theBJP’sRaghubar

Dasmetthevictim’sfamilymem-
bers. BJP leader Ranjit
Chandravanshi said: “We have
learnt that therewas somedis-
pute ongoing between Pandey
anda fewpersons fromMuslim
community.However, the exact
reasonisnotknown.”
After themurder, an armed

mobretaliated,settingatleastfive
cars,twomotorcyclesandanum-
berofhousesonfire.
Mohamad Jawed, whose

housewasdamaged after being
setonfire,saidhelodgedapolice
complaint.

Days after teen killing: 4 FIRs, notices to 15
people amid tensions in Jharkhand village

FormerchiefministerRaghubarDasmeets thefamily
membersof theteenageronFriday.Express

Hijab bans in education
institutes violate religious
freedom, says US official

RashadHussain, US
ambassador-at-large for
InternationalReligious
Freedom(IRF)

5 IIM-Bangalore
faculty write to
NCW; students of
Azim Premji univ
express solidarity

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, FEBRUARY11

IN THE first such incident in
Rajasthansince thehijabcontro-
versybrokeoutinKarnataka,stu-
dents wearing burqa were al-
legedly stoppedby the staff of a
private college near Jaipur from
entering the institution’s prem-
ises,officialssaid.
According to the students,

theywerestoppedbytheadmin-
istration of the Kasturi Devi

CollegeinChaksunearJaipurbe-
causetheycamedressedinburqa.
“I havebeengoing to the col-

lege since the past three years
wearing burqa over our college
uniform.Nobodyeverobjectedto
ourdress.Buttodaymorning,the
college administration stopped
me and someother girls saying
wecan’tenterthecollegeinburqa.
Wewere told to exit,” a 20-year-
oldBAfinalyearstudent toldThe
IndianExpressonFriday.
Another student alleged that

theadministrationtoldthemthat

thosewearing burqawill not be
allowed to attend classes and
threatened that theywill be is-
suedtransfercertificates.
“Wewerewearingburqaover

ouruniforms.Someofusstarted
crying... Some localswho sawus
indistress,cametoasktheadmin-
istrationabouttheissue.Soon,po-
licealsoarrivedandtheissuewas
sortedout,”saidanotherstudent.
However,thecollegeadmin-

istration maintained that the
students came in burqa for the
first time.

“Wehaveauniformanddress
code in the college— salwar for
girlsandshirt-pantforboys.Some
girls arrived today wearing
burqas, around 5-10 of them.
Yesterdaytoo, someof themhad
come in burqa and we had
warnedthem.Thisisthefirsttime
that students wore burqa.We
havenoobjectiontohijaborhead-
scarves but the issuewas about
burqa,”saidRajendraSharma,di-
rectorandownerof thecollege.
PolicesaidnoFIRwasfiledand

thattheissuewasresolved.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

THE NATIONAL Medical
Commissionhasmadeasugges-
tion that the Hippocratic oath
taken by doctors during their
graduationceremonyshouldbe
replacedbyaCharakShapath.
The suggestion was made

during the discussion with all
medical colleges of India on
February7.
Dr Aruna V Vaniker, presi-

dent of the under-graduate
medical education board of the
NMC,whochairedthemeeting,
said no final decision has been
taken on making the specific
change on oath to be taken by
doctors. “No comments at this
stage. Youwill get all thedetails
onceitisfinalised,”Vanikersaid.
TheminutesofNMCdiscus-

sionwith themedical colleges
said: “No Hippocratic Oath.
During white coat ceremony
(with parents) the oathwill be
‘Maharishi Charak Shapath’
present inNMCwebsite.”
Charaka Samihata is a

Sanskrit text on Indian tradi-
tional medicine Ayurveda.
Maharishi Charak Shapath is
mentionedinCharakaSamihata.
Sources saidundergraduates

atthecountry’spremierhealthin-
stitute AIIMS have been taking
CharakOathduringconvocation
forquite some time. “Not for the
self;Not for the fulfillmentof any
worldlymaterialdesireorgain,But
solelyforthegoodofsufferinghu-
manity,Iwilltreatmypatientand
excelwell,”theCharakOathatAI-
IMSreads.FormerAIIMSdirector
DrMCMisrasaidtheinstitutehad
adopted Charak Shapath at the
convocation ceremonyevenbe-
forehetookoverin2013.
The classicHippocraticOath,

derivedfromGreektexts,reads:“I
swear by Apollo Physician and
Asclepius and Hygieia and
Panaceiaandallthegodsandgod-
desses...thatIwillfulfillaccording
tomyability and judgment this
oathandthiscovenant... Iwillap-
plydieteticmeasuresfortheben-
efitofthesickaccordingtomyabil-
ityandjudgment...”

Hippocratic oath
should be
replaced with
‘Charak Shapath’,
suggests NMC

ASADREHMAN
UNNAO,FEBRUARY11

A DAY after the decomposed
body of a missing 22-year-old
Dalit woman was exhumed
from an empty plot owned by
the family of a former Uttar
Pradeshminister, Unnao police
Fridaysaidshehaddiedofstran-
gulation, and injuries on her
headandneck.
The case triggered a war of

words between the BJP and the
Samajwadi Party (SP) amid the
UPAssemblyelections.Whilethe
SP said the accusedhas no links
withtheparty,theBJPaccusedit
of “giving patronage to crimi-
nals”. The BSP demanded strict
actionagainst theaccused.
The body of the woman,

missing for over twomonths,
wasexhumedfromtheplotnext
to an ashram on Thursday. The
plot and ashramare owned the
family of late Fateh Bahadur
Singh,whowasaministerinthe
previous Samajwadi Party (SP)
government.HissonRajolSingh
(45)was arrested on January 24
in connection with the case,
hoursafterthewoman’smother
triedtoimmolateherself infront
of SP chief Akhilesh Yadav’s ve-
hicle at the party office in
Lucknow.ThelocalSHOhasbeen
suspended for “laxity”. Police
have said that thewoman and
Rajolwere in a relationship and
but laterdevelopeddifferences.
While the woman went

missingonDecember8,thecase
for kidnapping was lodged on
January10.Thevictim’smother
hasallegedthatpolicerefusedto
fileacasesayingthatherdaugh-
ter is an adult and “may have
elopedwithsomeone”.
UnnaoAdditional SP Shashi

ShekharSinghonFridaysaid,“The
causeofdeathisanti-mortemin-

juries and strangulation.While
thepostmortemreport says she
waskilledaround45daysago,the
corroborative evidencewehave
makes itclearthatshewaskilled
on December 8 — the day she
wentmissing.Ican’tsayanything
onwhethershewasrapedornot.”
Hesaidthemurderchargewillbe
also invoked against Rajol Singh
(45) and his arrested aide Suraj
Singh(26).
The familyonFridayrefused

to cremate the body until their
demandsweremet.Afterassur-
ances from administration and
police officials, the family per-
formedthelastritesat5pm.The
woman is survived by her par-
entsandabrother.
The victim’s father said they

had gone tomeet Akhilesh for
help as the police and adminis-
tration were not cooperating.
“WeknewthatRajolSinghisnot
in the SP or any other party, but
we thought Akhileshji might
help us because of the father’s
connectionwith theSP.”
Meanwhile, Deputy Chief

MinisterKeshavPrasadMaurya
tweeted: “Mr Akhilesh Yadav,
the body of a Dalit womanwas
foundinthefarmofanSPleader.
Whenthemotherofthewoman
begged in front of your car, you
didn’t listen toher.Yougavepa-
tronage to theSP leader.”
TheSPsaidtheaccusedhasno

connection with the party. It
tweeted: “Under BJP rule, a
daughterfacesaheinouscrimein
Unnao.TheCMisresponsiblefor
themurderoftheDalitdaughter.”
BSP chief Mayawati said:

“Thebodyof theyoungwoman
being found buried at a farm of
an SP leader in Unnao is tragic
andaseriousmatter.Thefamily
members had already raised
suspicion on the SP leader. The
state governmentmust ensure
justice to the family...”

Police say Unnao
Dalit woman was
strangled to death
Murdercharge tobe invokedagainst
accused—sonof formerUPminister

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

CHINESE SOLDIERS entered
Indian territory on January28 in
Ladakhandstoppedlocalpeople
fromgrazingtheirherdinthearea,
alocalofficialhasalleged.
The Block Development

Chairperson of Nyoma, Urgain
Chodon, told The Indian Express:
“TherewasanincidentonJanuary
28,when PLA troops came into
ourterritory,theydroveawaythe
grazingherdsfromourownterri-
tory. They did not take anyone
away,butshooedthenomadsand
herdsoff.”
OnFriday, she also tweeteda

45-secondvideooftheallegedin-

cident in a grazing area called
Dogbuk.
A defence source said this

videoappeared tobeanoldone.
“It appears recorded during the
summer season as no snowcan
beseen,”thissourcestated.
Chodon, who was earlier a

councillor fromBJP,maintained
while speaking to The Indian
Express: “What I tweeted iswhat
happened.”
Alongwiththevideo,Chodon

postedthefollowing:“On28jan
PLAarmycameinourterritoryn
notlettingourherdsgrazeinour
own territory at dat time no ac-
tion from security force but our
own herdman cross the unde-
marcatedBordertogethisliveli-
hood(yak)backarmycaughthim

fromourownterritoryandsend
him2policestati”.
Chodonsaidthesecondinci-

dent she refers to in her tweet
took place on January 26 in the
Changlumarea. “A local nomad
had crossed the Line of Actual
Control to bring back 17 of his
yaks.Onhiswayback,hewasac-
costed by the Indian Army,
which interrogated him and
tookhimtoapolice station.”
“I myself had gone to the

Nyoma Police Station to bring
the nomad back. Even though
the IB people said that he is our
nomad,stilltheArmydidnotbe-
lieve and left him at the police
station.”Chodonclaimed.
The defence source quoted

aboveconfirmedthatsuchanin-

cidenttookplace,butaddedthat
no yaks were found with this
person.
“Since the statement of the

civilian and his actions did not
match,asaprecautionarymeas-
ure, hewas handed over by the
Army and ITBP to the local po-
lice,” this sourcesaid.
Chodon maintained her

standonthis incidentaswell.
In a second tweet on Friday,

shesaid:“...ourgovernmenthas
alwaystakenastrongpositionin
(the)caseofbordersecurityand
development. And I request the
governmenttotakeseriouscon-
siderationof thismatter too.”
She said the government

should fence the border in the
area to resolvesuch issues.

Chinese troops entered Indian territory,
drove away herders, alleges local official

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,FEBRUARY11

DESPITE THE Karnataka High
Court issuing orders for the re-
openingofcollegesinKarnataka,
whichwere shut amid tensions
duetothehijabrow,theBJPgov-
ernmentinthestatehasdecided
toexercisecautionanddelaythe
openingofcollegesforafewdays.
“OnMondaywewill decide

onthereopeningofcolleges.We
will follow the high court’s or-
ders,butwewillwatchthesitu-
ationforafewdays...,”Karnataka
HomeMinisterAragaJnanendra
saidonFridayafterameetingof
district officials with Chief
MinisterBasavarajBommai.
ProtestsbyMuslimstudents

demandingtherighttowearhi-

jabinclass,andcounteragitation
by Hindu youths, at some col-
leges in Udupi district had lead
to tensions on campuses across
Karnatakaleadingtotheclosure
of colleges sinceFebruary8.
OnFriday,theKarnatakaHigh

Court released an interimorder
forcollegestoreopenandforstu-
dents to refrain fromwearing
clothes that are not prescribed
undercolleges'uniformnorms.
“Pendingconsiderationofall

these petitions, we restrain all
the students regardless of their
religion or faith fromwearing
saffron shawls (Bhagwa) scarfs,
hijab, religious flags or the like,
within the classroom, until fur-
ther orders,” a full bench of the
KarnatakaHighCourt said in its
order. The Karnataka govern-
ment has decided to allow

schools to open fromMonday,
but has adopted a cautious ap-
proach on reopening colleges.
“Wewant to go stage by stage,”
CMBommai said.
Sources in the government

saidagradedopeningofcolleges
has been proposed since the
highcourtorderstatesthathijab
and other symbols of religion
cannot be worn only in those
colleges where it has been
specificallybarredbytheCollege
DevelopmentCouncil.Onlypre-
university government colleges
in some regions of Karnataka—
like Udupi and Chikmagalur —
areknowntohavebannedhijab,
while government degree col-
leges have no such issue since
therearenouniformsat thede-
gree level.
“Wemake it clear that this

orderisconfinedtosuchinstitu-
tions wherein the College
DevelopmentCommitteeshave
prescribed the student dress
code/uniform,” theHCsaid.
Sources in the government

said the state is wary of issues
over the wearing of hijab and
saffron shawls arising again in
collegeswheretherearenouni-
form norms. “There is some
worryoverwhatwouldhappen
if girls wear hijab in colleges
where uniforms are not pre-
scribed,” thesources said.
Theminister forhigheredu-

cation Dr C N Ashwathnarayan
saidonFridaythatdegree,post-
graduate and technical colleges
will remainshuttillFebruary16
forofflineclasses.Examinations
thatarescheduledwillhowever
beheld,hesaid.

Hijab row: Karnataka delays college reopening HIJAB ISSUE

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR,FEBRUARY11

A FARAWAY village in Odisha’s
Kalahandidistrictisinmourning.
Last Saturday,Mohangiri lost its
only journalist – 43-year-old
RohitBiswal–toMaoistviolence.
A reporter with Odia daily

Dharitri, Rohit was killed on
Saturday when an improvised
explosive device (IED), planted
near a bridge by suspected
Maoists, went off inMadanpur
Rampur block, barely 10 km
fromhishome.
Rohitwasclickingpicturesof

Maoistposters,whichcalledfora
boycott of the forthcoming rural
polls,whenhesteppedonanIED,

districtauthoritiessaid.According
tothem,theexplosivewaspossi-
blymeant for police personnel.
This is the first reported instance
of a journalist getting killed in
MaoistviolenceinOdisha.
For the villagers of

Mohangiri, 85 km from thedis-
trict headquarters, Rohit was
more than just a journalistwho
would ride his bluemotorcycle
aroundthevillages in theblock,
clicking pictures and writing
their stories.
Althoughhehadstudiedupto

Class 10, Rohit started amove-
ment inhisvillage in2009foran
intermediate college. In 2013,
Mohangirigotitsfirstcollege.Four
years later, the grampanchayat
got its first arts college, again

largelyattributedtohisefforts.
“If you approached him for

help, you would never return

empty-handed,” said
GokulnandaBiswal, avillager.
“He would hardly stay at

home.Hekeptwandering from
one village to another. You
would always find him sitting
with a group of people dis-
cussingtheirproblems,tryingto
find solutions,” said Biswajeet,
Rohit’s elderbrother.
“Ifhecametoknowaboutan

issue, hewould first inform the
concerned authorities and seek
solutions. Even on that fateful
day, hehad informed thepolice
about those posters after he
learnt about them at around 8
am,”Biswajeet said.
Rohit’swifeMadhaviwasin-

consolable.“Hewasalwayscare-
fulandcautious.Heneverexpe-

rienced any life-threatening
eventaswellpreviously. Idonot
know what went wrong this
time,” shesaid.
Madhavi said after Rohit's

deaththefutureappeareduncer-
tainforherandtheirtwoschool-
going children— a 12-year-old
sonandeight-year-olddaughter.
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
hasannouncedacompensation
ofRs13 lakhfor the family.
Having done odd jobs after

quitting studies, Rohit joined
Dharitri in 2005. “I had come to
knowabouthimthrougha local
contactandaskedhimtojoinjour-
nalismsincehehad suchawide
networkofgroundcontacts,”said
Sashibhusan,Rohit’s colleague in
MadanpurRampurblock.

Afterthepandemichit,Rohit
wasrenderedjoblessforawhile.
His serviceswere renewedonly
recently,hiscolleaguessaid.“The
salarywasbetweenRs2,500and
Rs3,000,” saidacolleague.
“Hewas a dynamic reporter

and covered important issues
from a remote location. On
Saturday, hewas on his way to
theblockheadquarters to cover
another story. He learnt about
thesepostersand[afterparking
hismotorcycle]walked close to
take pictures when the blast
happened,” said Lala S Rath,
deputynewseditorofDharitri.
The police have registered a

caseofmurderandinvokedrel-
evant provisions of the UAPA
againstunknownMaoists.

A remote village in Kalahandi mourns loss of its only journalist

RohitBiswal,43,died inan
IEDblastcarriedoutby
suspectedMaoists.
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SOUMYARENDRABARIK
&PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY11

ANINTERIMreportofthegov-
ernance reviewbeingcarried
outatBharatPewillbesubmit-
tedtothecompany’sboardin
a fewweeks, BharatPe’s CEO
SuhailSameerwroteinacom-
munication to theemployees
onFriday. Sameerwrote that
therewere“acoupleof…seri-
ousallegations”ofgovernance
lapsesbecauseofwhichanau-
ditwasbeingconductedbyex-
ternalfirms.
Sameer also noted in the

letterthatBharatPehas“huge
amountsofcashinthebankto
keepbuilding”,addingthatthe
companyhas$500million(in-
cluding the $100million in-
vested inUnitySmall Finance
Bank) in thebank, andall ex-
isting investors arebacking it.
He alsowrote that the com-
panydidnotneedtoraisecap-
ital in the foreseeable future,
and that itwas getting “2-3
newinboundconversationre-
quests everyweek” frompo-
tentialinvestors.
“Whilewedon’t need to

raise capital for a foreseeable
future, it isgreat toknowthat
bothexistinginvestorsaswell
aspotentialnewonesarekeen
to support us, if weneed the
capital,”Sameerwrote.
Notingthatthegovernance

reviewwasbeingcarriedout
by external firms—Shardul
AmarchandMangaldas,Alva-
rez&Marsal (A&M),andPwC
—Sameerwrote: “Based on
someinternalcomplaints,we
decidedtodoafullauditofour
governanceprocesses.While
manyofthefindingsofthere-
viewarepretty standard fora
fast-growth companyof our

size,thereareacoupleofmore
seriousallegations,whichthe
reviewisstillsubstantiating”.
PwCwas roped in by the

Boardlatelastmonthtoinves-
tigateaspectssuchasaccount-
ing, approval processes, ex-
pensesandhirings.Aspartof
thisprocess, PwC is involving
itsforensicteam,whichislikely
to study the findings submit-
tedbyA&M.
A&M was appointed by

BharatPethroughitslegalfirm
ShardulAmarchandMangal-
dastolookintointernalgover-
nanceissues—specificallyas-
sessing if senior executives
weremakingproper internal
disclosuresaboutpersonalin-
vestmentsandcheck for con-
flicts.Someofthepreliminary
findingsbyA&Mallegedly in-
volveAshneerGrover’swife
and the company’s head of
controls,MadhuriJainGrover,
andnotedthatpaymentswere
allegedlymadeinto“dubious”
recruitment firmswith ex-
penses running into croresof
rupeesspenton“non-existing”
vendorsand“questionablein-
voices”createdtosubstantiate
suchspends.
An e-mail query sent to

BharatPe did not elicit a re-
sponse.“Weexpectthereview
partners(consultants)toshare
an interim report with the
Board in a couple ofweeks,”
Sameerwrote.
“Meanwhile, Iwould just

requestallofyoutokeepyour
trustontheBoardofBharatPe,
whichcomprisessomeofthe
best investors in the world
and veterans of the Indian
Banking Industry.Whatever
theBoardwill decide,will be
beyonddoubt, in thebest in-
terestsof ouremployees,our
merchants and our con-
sumers,”headded.

CORPORATEWATCH
GOVERNANCE

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY11

TATAMOTORS,Hyundai,Mahi-
ndra&MahindraandBajajAutoare
among20 companies that have
beenselected for theCentre’sRs
25,938-croreProductionLinked
Incentives(PLI)schemefortheau-
tomobile sector, theministry of
heavyindustriessaidonFriday.
“ThePLI scheme for automo-

bileandautocomponentindustry
hasbeenahugesuccessintermsof
theapplicationsreceivedfromlo-
cal aswell as globallyheadquar-
teredgroups,” theMinistry said,
noting that applicants that have
been approved for the scheme
thus far include groups from
countries suchas theRepublicof
Korea,USA,Japan,France,Italy,the
UKand theNetherlandsbesides
India. The government had re-
ceived115applicationsunderthe

PLIscheme.
TheMinistrynotedthatwhile

20 Original Equipment
Manufacturershadbeenselected
for themanufactureofAdvanced
AutomotiveTechnology(AAT)ve-
hicles,applicationsforcomponent
manufacturersunderthescheme
arebeingprocessedseparately.
The 20 applicants approved

under the champion Original
EquipmentManufacturers(OEM)
IncentivesschemeincludeAshok

Leyland,EicherMotors,FordIndia,
HyundaiMotor India, Kia India,
Mahindra&Mahindraamongnon
two-wheeler and threewheeler
manufacturers.
The two- and three-wheeler

manufacturers selected include
BajajAuto,HeroMotoCorp,Piaggio
VehiclesandTVSMotors.
Sixnon-automotive investors

includingOlaElectrictechnologies
andAxisCleanMobilityhavealso
beenselectedforincentives.

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS - ORIGINAL
MD-cum-CEO, Dharamshala Smart City Limited invites online tender from the eligible bidders for the following work:

NOTE:
1. All the Tender Documents can be downloaded from the website: www.hptenders.gov.in.
2. All Addendums/Corrigendum’s will only be published in the above website.
3. For any queries please Contact us at dscltender@gmail.com or Phone No. 01892-226677/226075.

Sd/-
Managing Director-cum-CEO

Dharamshala Smart City Limited.

Sr.
No.

1.

2.

Name of
Work

Development of
Modular Toilets in

Dharamshala.
(3rd Call)

Construction of Sports/
Playfields in Govt.
Senior Secondary

Boys School at
Dharamshala

(3rd Call)

Estimated
Cost to
Work

Rs.
1,12,83,775/-

Rs.
1,45,14,353/-

Earnest
Money
Deposit

Rs.
2,26,000/-

Rs.
2,91,000/-

Cost of
Tender

Document

Rs.
10,000/-

Rs.
10,000/-

Whether Tender
Document Fee

and EMD
Exemption

Permitted to
MSME’s

Yes

Yes

Date of
Issue of
Tender

Documents
Online

11.02.2022
05.00 P.M.

11.02.2022
05.00 P.M.

Last Date
of Sending

Pre-Bid
Queries

14.02.2022
05.00 P.M.

14.02.2022
05.00 P.M.

Last Date
of Online

Submission
of Bids

21.02.2022
05.00 P.M.

22.02.2022
05.00 P.M.

Date of
Opening of

Pre-Qualification
& Technical Bid

22.02.2022
03.00 P.M.

23.02.2022
03.00 P.M.

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2021-22/21252-63 Date 11.02.2022

BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff 326/2021-22
d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f ´fdS¹fûþ³ff ´fS SfþÀ±ff³f Sfª¹f ÀfOÞI dUI fÀf EUÔ d³f¸ffÊ¯f d³f¦f¸f d»f. (RSRDC Ltd.) ¸fZÔ ´fÔþeIÈ °f Mû»f I »fZ¢Vf³f NZIZ QfSûÔ ÀfZ ´f±fI S
UÀfc»fe WZ°fb BÊ-MZd³OdSÔ¦f ´fidIi ¹ff ÀfZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³fdUQf Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W` :

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f AfSXdÃf°f SXfdVf (÷Y.)
Collection of Toll Tax (From Commercial & Private Vehicles) on Chomu-Ajitgarh-Shahpura Road for
a Period of 18 Months. UBN: RRC2122SLOB00623

1245.53
Lakh

Afg³f»ffBÊX³f d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf OXfCX³f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe A½fd²f dQ³ffaIY 11.02.2022 ´fif°f: 09.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ 02.03.2022 Àff¹fa 6.00 ¶fªfZ °fI

d³fd½fQf ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ d³fd½fQf Vfb»I , ²fSûWS SfdVf, OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ ½f £fû»f³fZ I e °ffSe£f ÀfdW°f Àf¸´fc¯fÊ d½f½fS¯f E½fa ÀfaVfû²f³f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in °f±ff http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc ´fS QZJf ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü
B¨LbI Àfa½fZQI ûÔ I û A´f³fZ dOdªfM»f WÀ°ffÃfS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS SdªfÀMOÊ I S½ff³ff Af½fV¹fI W`Ü

¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIYY

REUTERS
NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY11

FordMotorCosaidonFriday it is
consideringproducingelectricve-
hiclesinIndiaforexport,andpos-
siblyforsaleinthedomesticmar-
ket,months after the automaker
decidedtostopsellingandmanu-
facturingcarsinthecountry.
Fordhastwocarplantsinthe

country.InastatementonFriday,
thecompanysaiditwas“explor-
ingthepossibilityofusingaplant
in India as an export base for EV
manufacturing.”
Whenasked if thecompany

may consider selling electric
cars in India as well, a Ford

India spokesman said, “there
have been no specific discus-
sionson this rightnow,but it is
not out of the realm of future
consideration”.

Ford looking at EV
manufacturing in India

POSTMOVETOSTOPSELLING,MAKINGCARS IN INDIA Twitter
faces outage
Bengaluru: Twitter Inc said on
Fridayithadfixedasoftwareglitch
initsmicro-bloggingwebsitethat
haddisruptedservicesforseveral
thousandsof itsusers.
"We've fixed a technical bug

that was preventing timelines
from loading and Tweets from
posting.Thingsshouldbebackto
normalnow,"thecompanysaidin
atweet.Earlier,Twitterhadsaidon
itsstatuspagethatitwasfacingan
elevatednumber of application
programming interface errors, a
setofprotocolsforbuildingandin-
tegratingapplicationsoftware.
Over 40,000 users had re-

ported outage of the service on
Downdetector, awebsitewhich
tracksoutagesbycollating status
reports fromsources, including
user-submittederrors. REUTERS

BharatPe interim
report in few weeks,
CEO allays fears on
liquidity position

Tata Motors, Hyundai among 20 cos selected
PRODUCTIONLINKED INCENTIVESCHEMEFORAUTOMOBILESECTOR

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY11

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Boardof India(Sebi)onFridayre-
strainedRelianceHomeFinance
Ltd(RHFL),AnilDhirubhaiAmbani
GroupchairmanAnilAmbaniand
threeother individuals fromthe
securitiesmarketuntilfurtheror-
ders forallegedfraudulentactivi-
ties related to the company. The
threeother individuals areAmit
Bapna, Ravindra Sudhakar and
PinkeshRShah.
In an interimorder issuedon

Friday,Sebialsorestrainedthein-
dividualsfrom‘’associatingthem-
selveswithanyintermediaryreg-
isteredwithSebi,anylistedpublic
companyoractingdirectors/pro-
moters of any public company
which intends to raise money
fromthepublictillfurtherorders.’’
“Thewaythechairmanof the

group,theCEOandtheCFOshave
conductedthemselvesinextend-
ing gratuitous treatment to the
GPCL(generalpurposecorporate
loan) borrower entities, gives a
clear indication that thedestina-
tionofthefundslentbyRHFLwas
already known to the noticee
numbers1to5(RHFL,AnilAmba-
ni,AmitBapna,RavindraSudhakar
andPinkeshRShah)atthetimeof
sanctioningitself,”theordersaid.

“Itisapparentthatunderawell
draftedscheme,thesenoticeesde-
visedanartifice toensure the si-
phoningof fundstothebenefitof
thepromoter relatedentities by
layering the lending operations
throughGPCLborrowerentities,”
Sebisaid.Concealingsuchmaterial
information,whichwereappar-
entlyverymuchintheknowledge
of aforesaidkeymanagerial per-
sons, cannotbe said tobeanact
thatcanleadtodisclosureofatrue
pictureofcompany’saffairsinthe
statements,itsaid. Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

ALLEGEDFRAUDULENTACTIVITIES

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY11

DOMESTIC STOCKmarkets on
Fridayplungedby1.31percentas
higherUSinflationdataandfears
over higher-than expected rate
hike by theUS Federal Reserve
spookedsentiment.
ThebenchmarkSensex,which

plunged1,000pointsintheopen-
ingsession,fell773pointstoclose
at 58,152.92and theNifty50 lost
231 points, or 1.31 per cent, at
17,374.75onsellingpressureinIT,
capitalgoods,consumerdurables,
financialandrealtystocks.ITindex
lost2.55percentonsustainedsell-
ingwithTCS,InfosysandHCLTech
fallingover2percenteach.
The Sensex had gained 460

points on Thursday after the
ReserveBankof Indiaunveileda
“dovish”monetarypolicy.
Therupeeplungedby21paise

to a nearly seven-week low of
75.36against theUScurrencyon

Friday on forex outflows and a
strongdollarafteraspikeininfla-
tion in theUSboosted expecta-
tionsofaratehike.
“TheUSinflationat7.5percent,

amulti-yearhigh,andtheproba-
bility of Fed getting soon into a
tighteningmode,dampenedsen-
timentinoverseasmarkets,espe-
ciallyinUSandEurope,andthese
movements aregetting reflected
in the domesticmarket aswell.
Theseconcernsaregoingtolinger
on for somemore time...,” said
JosephThomas,headof research,
EmkayWealthManagement.

Indianmarketsaredictatedby
the trend in the US. Consumer
priceinflationintheUSrose0.6per
centfromthepriormonthand7.5
percentayearago,thebiggestan-
nualgainsinceFebruary1982,the
USLabourDepartmentsaid.
Wheninterestratesriseinthe

US,thegapbetweenratesincoun-
trieslikeIndiareduces,givingless
incentive for foreign investors to
pumpmoney intoothermarkets
as they prefer to invest in their
homemarkets.
TheDowrose105.6points,or

0.3percent,to35,347.19whilethe

NasdaqCompositedropped16.92
points, or 0.12 per cent, to
14,168.72,asperaReutersreport.
USTreasuryyieldseased,with

benchmark10-yearnotesrisingto
2.0224per cent, from2.029per
centlateonThursday.Meanwhile,
oilroseonFridayaftertheIEAsaid
marketswere tight. Brent rose
$1.46, or 1.6per cent, to $92.87a
barrelat12:00pmET.

RUPEEFALLS21PTONEAR7-WEEKLOWOF75.36AGAINSTUSD

WHENINTERESTrates
rise intheUS, thegapbe-
tweenrates incountries
likeIndiareduces,giving
less incentivefor foreign
investorstopumpmoney
intoothermarketsasthey
prefertoinvest intheir
homemarkets.
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NewDelhi:Passengervehicle
salesinJanuarycontinuedto
beimpactedbytheshortage
ofsemiconductor.According
tothedatareleasedbySIAM,
overallsalesacrosscategories
fell 18.84per cent year-on-
year (y-o-y) to 14,06,672
unitsinJanuary.PVsalesde-
clined8.05percenty-o-y to
2,54,287unitsinJanuary. FE

PV sales fall

Mumbai:Sebihaspenalised
theNSEand its formerMDs
andCEOs,ChitraRamkrishna
andRaviNarain, andothers
for violating securities con-
tractrulesinacaserelatedto
appointingAnandSubrama-
nianasgroupoperatingoffi-
cerandadvisor to theMD. It
hasleviedafineofRs3crore
on Ramkrishna, Rs 2 crore
each on NSE, Narain and
SubramanianandRs6 lakh
onVRNarasimhan,whowas
chief regulatoryofficer and
chiefcomplianceofficer.ENS

Sebi fines NSE,
ex-MDs, others

Anil Ambani, Reliance
Home Finance, 3 others
barred from markets

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY11

INDIAANDAustraliaareset to fi-
naliseaninterimtradeagreement
spanninggoods,services,rulesof
origin,sanitaryandphytosanitary
measures, Customs procedure,
and legal and institutional issues
in the next 30 days, Commerce
MinisterPiyushGoyalsaidFriday.
Thetwonationsalsosigneda

memorandumofunderstanding
(MoU)toboosttourismbetween
themduringavisitbyAustralia’s
Trade, Tourismand Investment
Minister Dan Tehan. Goyal and
Tehannoted that both countries
hadrespectedeachother’ssensi-
tivities in tradenegotiations and
thatavastarrayof subjectswere
of interesttobothcountries.
“Thegoodpart of this friend-

ship is that we have respected
eachother’ssensitivities.Andthe

agreementisonlyawin-winwith
absolutely nonegatives for both
sides andboth countries,” Goyal
saidata jointpressconferenceat
theendofthreedaysoftalkshere.
Tehannotedhehadsaidpub-

liclythat“we(Australiangovern-
ment) understand the sensitivi-
ties that Indiahaswhenitcomes
todairy,beefandwheat.”
Thetwonationsareexpected

tosigntheIndia-AustraliaCompr-
ehensiveEconomicCooperation

Agreement (CECA), likely to be
concluded in12-18monthsafter
theinterimpactisannounced.
Thedairyandagriculturesec-

tors,whicharekeysourcesofem-
ploymentinthecountry,havetra-
ditionally been sensitive sectors
forIndiaintradenegotiations.
Goyalhighlightedthat India’s

merchandise exports in the first
10monthsofthefiscaltillJanuary
hadhit$336billion.Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

Win-win for both sides: Goyal on Aus trade pact

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY11

THEBOARDof Tata Sons Ltd, the
holding companyandpromoter
of the $110-billion Tata group
companies,onFridayreappointed
NatarajanChandrasekaranasexe-
cutive chairman for another five
years.“AtitsmeetingonFebruary
11,2022,theboardofTataSonsre-
viewedthelastfiveyearsandcon-
sidered the reappointmentof its
executive chairmanNChandra-
sekaran,”itsaidinastatement.
RatanNTata,whowasaspeci-

alinviteeatthemeeting,express-
edhissatisfactionontheprogress
andperformanceof theTatagro-
upundertheleadershipofChan-
drasekaran. “He recommended
histermberenewedforafurther
five-yearperiod,”TataSonssaid.
Tata Trusts, headedbyRatan

Tata, holdsmajority 66per cent
stakeinTataSons.“Theboardme-
mberscommendedtheperform-
ance of the Executive Chairman
andunanimously approved the

reappointment of Chandrase-
karanas theExecutiveChairman
forthenextfiveyears,” itsaid.
“Ithasbeenaprivilegetolead

the Tata group for the last five
yearsandIamdelightedattheop-
portunity to lead the Tata group
for another five years, in its next
phase,”Chandrasekaransaid.The
Tatas, ledbyChandrasekaran,ac-
quiredAirIndiarecently.
Chandrasekaran joined the

boardofTataSonsinOctober2016
andwas appointedChairman in
January2017.

PRANAVMUKUL
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY11

TATAGROUPairlinesAirIndiaand
AirAsiaIndiasignedanagreement
on interlineconsiderationsonir-
regular operations (IROPs) that
willallowthetwoairlinestotrans-
fer passengers to one another in
caseofdisruptedoperations.
While this is the first official

move in thedirectionof twoair-
lines in the TataGroup aviation
portfoliocooperatingaftertheAir
India takeover, it is alsoastep to-
wardsexecutingtheplanofeven-
tuallymergingAirAsia India into
Air India. In a letter circulated
FridaybyAir India’sgroundhan-
dling department to its regional
divisions across the country, the
airlinenoted that theagreement
—thatwillbevalidtillFebruary9,
2024—willbeapplicableonlyon
domesticsectorsandthecarriage
of passengers shall be on an “as
available”basis.

Airlines typically enter into
such interline agreementswith
othercarriers,especiallyonroutes
wheretheyoperatelimitednum-
berofflightstopreventinconven-
iencetopassengersincaseofdis-
ruptions.Thesedisruptionscould
occur as a result of extenuating
circumstancessuchasdelays,can-
cellations,diversionof flights.
“Thearrangementwillenable

airportteamsofbothAirIndiaand
AirAsia to offer alternative first
availableflightssothatinconven-
iencetopassengersisminimised,”
theletternoted.
WiththeinclusionofAirIndia

from January 27, the Tata group
nowhas fourairlinebrands in its
portfolio: Air India, its low-cost
arm Air India Express, AirAsia
India (inwhich it owns 83.6 per
centstake), andVistara (which is
a 51:49 joint-venture with
Singapore Airlines). Barring
Vistara, theTatagroup is likely to
put in effect greater synergies
amongitsportfolioairlines.

TheTataSonsboardcleared
NChandrasekaran’s
reappointmentonFriday. File

Second 5-yr term for
Chandrasekaran as
Tata Sons chairman

Totransferflyerstooneanotherincase
ofdisruptionson‘asavailable’basis

Air India, AirAsia
ink interline pact for
domestic passengers

‘Total deals soar 40% to
record $115 billion in 2021’
Overall deal activity in 2021 rose 40% to about $115billion
across 2,064 transactions, as per a PwC India report

1,258 private
equity (PE) deals in
2021, led by50%
rise in funding to a
all-time ofmore than
$66billion

$35bn of totalPEfunds
wenttostartups

Driversofhighdealactivity:
■Abundantcashreserves
■Availabilityofprivateequity
drypowder
■Foreigndirect investments
■Lower interest rates

Dealactivity in2021 reached
$114.9billionwith2,064deals
■40% rise from2020interms
ofvalue
■60% rise from2020interms
ofvolume

PEdealscontributed57%by
valueand61%byvolume

Source: PwC India/PTI

BRIEFLY
CBIC,seizures
NewDelhi:At a Ficci event,
Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC)
memberBaleshKumarsaid
better coordination among
enforcementagencies is le-
adingtomajorseizures.

Airteloutage
NewDelhi:BhartiAirtelsaid
its data networkwas dis-
ruptedforaround5minutes
acrossIndia,butnormalised
inafewminutes.PTI

OILQ3netup
NewDelhi:OilIndiaLtd(OIL)
saw37%riseinQ3netprofit
at `1,244.9 crore, against
`903.7crorelastyear.ENS

US ratehikeworriesspook
markets;Sensexdrops1.3%

New Delhi
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MEANWHILE

BIDENDOGCOMMANDERTOMAKETVDEBUT
President Joe Biden’s puppy Commander will make his TV debut on Super Bowl
Sunday. The German shepherd will appear with Biden’s wife, Jill, in a video message
about pet love during Sunday’s broadcast of “Puppy Bowl XVIII” on Animal Planet.
The first lady’s office tweeted the video Thursday.”

AUSTRALIA

Koalasdeclared
anendangered
species
Sydney:TheAustraliangov-
ernmentonFridaydeclared
the koala an endangered
species, as drought, bush
fires, disease and habitat
loss have drastically re-
duced thenumbers of an
animalthatisanemblemof
the country’s unique
wildlife. The announce-
ment, by thecountry’s en-
vironmentminister, came
two years after a parlia-
mentaryinquirypredicted
thatkoalascouldbeextinct
by 2050 without urgent
government intervention.
Reclassification fromvul-
nerabletoendangereddoes
not require theAustralian
government to take any
special action. But it sepa-
rately announced that it
would adopt a recovery
planforthekoalaissuedby
thecountry’senvironmen-
taldepartment. NYT

Drought,habitat loss
reducedkoala
population.AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

USA

SnoopDogg
accusedof
sexualassault
LosAngeles:Anunidenti-
fied woman has filed a
civil lawsuit that accuses
American rapper Snoop
Dogg of sexual assault
and battery after she at-
tended one of his con-
certs in2013.Thelawsuit
was filedonWednesday,
days before Snoop Dogg
is set to perform at the
Super Bowl halftime
show. The woman was
identifiedasJaneDoeand
described as a dancer,
model, host and actress
who had worked with
Dogg.Representativesfor
Dogg did not immedi-
atelyrespondtorequests
for comment.REUTERS

PAKISTAN

10-yr-oldraped
onschoolcampus
Lahore:A10-year-old girl
was raped allegedly by a
malestudentwhenthevic-
timwenttothewashroom
ofher school inPakistan's
Lahorecity, police saidon
Friday. The incident took
placeataprivateschool in
thickly-populatedareaof
Shahdara on Thursday.
Policesaidtheyhavetaken
suspects intocustodyand
alsoobtainedtherecordof
theCCTVfootage.Thecon-
ditionof thegirl,whowas
admittedtoalocalhospital,
is stated to be critical.
Punjab Chief Minister
UsmanBuzdarhas taken
noteoftheincidentanddi-
rected the Lahore police
chieftoarresttheculpritat
theearliest. PTI

MICHELROSE
PARIS, FEBRUARY11

FRENCHPRESIDENTEmmanuel
MacronrefusedaKremlinrequest
that he take a Russian Covid-19
test when he arrived to see
President Vladimir Putin this
week, to prevent Russia getting
holdofMacron'sDNA,twosources
inMacron’sentouragetoldReuters.
Asaresult,thevisitingFrench

head of state was kept at a dis-
tance from the Russian leader
during lengthy talks on the
Ukrainecrisis inMoscow.
Theywere photographed at

oppositeendsofatablesolongthat
itprovokedsatirical commenton

socialmediaandspeculation, in-
cludingbydiplomats, that Putin
mightbeusingittosendamessage.
But two sources who have

knowledge of the French presi-
dent’shealthprotocoltoldReuters
Macronhadbeengivenachoice:
either accept a PCR test doneby
theRussianauthoritiesandbeal-
lowedtogetclose toPutin, or re-
fuse and have to abide bymore
stringentsocialdistancing.
“We knew very well that

meantnohandshakeandthatlong
table.Butwecouldnotacceptthat
theyget theirhandsonthepresi-
dent’sDNA,”oneofthesourcestold
Reuters, referring tosecuritycon-
cerns if the French leader was
testedbyRussiandoctors.

Kremlin spokesmanDmitry
Peskov confirmed thatMacron
had declined the test and said
Russiahadnoproblemwiththis,
but itmeant that a 6-metre (20
feet)distancefromPutinwasre-
quired in order to protect the
Kremlin leader'shealth.
“There isnopolitics inthis, it

doesnot interferewithnegotia-
tions inanyway,”hesaid.
Asecondsource inMacron’s

entouragesaidheinsteadtooka
FrenchPCRtestbeforedeparture
and an antigen test done by his
owndoctoronce inRussia.
“The Russians told us Putin

neededtobekeptinastricthealth
bubble,” thesecondsourcesaid.
Macron’s office said the

Russianhealth protocol “did not
seemtoustobeeitheracceptable
orcompatiblewithourdiarycon-
straints”, referring to the length
of timethatwouldhavebeenre-
quiredtowait fortheresults.
When asked specifically

aboutDNAtheft,Macron’soffice
said: "Thepresident has doctors
who definewith him the rules
thatareacceptableornotinterms
ofhisownhealthprotocol."
OnThursday, threedaysafter

Macron and Putin had their so-
cially-distanced meeting, the
Russian leader receivedKazakh
PresidentKassym-JomartTokayev.
Thetwomenshookhands,andsat
closetoeachother,dividedonlyby
asmallcoffeetable. REUTERS

VISITING FRENCH PRESIDENT WAS KEPT AT A DISTANCE FROM PUTIN DURING LENGTHY TALKS IN MOSCOW

Macron refused Russian Covid test over DNA theft fears

RussianPresidentPutinwithFrenchPresidentMacroninMoscowonFeb7. Reuters

Russia could invade ‘any time’, says
Blinken; urges Americans to leave
Ukrainewarns that it isalmost fullysurroundedbyhostile forces

AP&THENEWYORKTIMES
FEBRUARY11

RUSSIA COULD invade Ukraine
duringthecurrentBeijingWinter
Olympics so Americans should
leavetheEasternEuropeancoun-
try immediately,USSecretaryof
StateAntonyBlinkensaidFriday.
Blinkendidnotdetailtherea-

sons behind the State
Department’s latest security
alert that calls on all American
citizens to leaveUkraine.
“Simply put, we continue to

see very troubling signs of
Russian escalation, including
new forces arriving at the
Ukrainian border,” Blinken said
inMelbourne, Australia. “We’re
in awindowwhen an invasion
couldbeginatanytimeand,tobe
clear, that includes during the
Olympics,” Blinken added. The
OlympicGamesarescheduledto
endonFebruary20.
Russia has amassed over

100,000troopsnearUkraine.Itsays
ithasnoplanstoinvadebutwants
theWesttokeepUkraineandother
formerSovietcountriesoutofNATO.
Satellite images collectedon

WednesdayandThursdayreveal
newdeploymentandpositioning
ofRussianmilitaryequipmentand
troopsinmultiplelocationsaround
Ukraine, includingCrimea,west-
ernRussiaandBelarus, adding to
analreadyominousbuildupthat
hasfueledinvasionfears.
Ukraine’smilitarywarnedon

FridaythatRussian-backedsep-
aratists in the country’s east are
conductingmilitary exercises,
completinganearencirclement
ofUkrainebyhostile forces.
The drills tested the force’s

preparation for live-fire opera-
tions,driving“artillery,tankand
armored vehicles” in field exer-
cises, the Ukrainian statement

said. The statement said some
units of the force were put on
their highest level of alert, and
thatseniorRussianmilitaryoffi-
cerswereobservingtheactivity.
Tothesouth,theRussianNavy

announcedonThursdaytheclo-
sure of large swaths of theBlack
Sea and the Sea of Azov for live-
fireexercisesby its fleet thatwill

effectively blockade Ukrainian
ports. To the east, the army of
Russian-backedseparatistsintwo
enclaves in easternUkraine, the
Donetsk and Luhansk peoples’
republics, was put on partial
alert and ordered to conduct
field exercises, Ukraine’smili-
tary intelligence agency said
Friday inastatement.

Satellite imagerybyMaxarTechnologiesshowsadditionalRussianmilitarydeployment in
areasnearUkraine, including,above, inCrimeaonThursday.NYT

AISHVARYAKAVI
WASHINGTON,FEBRUARY11

PRESIDENT BIDENon Thursday
warned Americans to leave
Ukraine, saying that US troops
would not be dispatched to re-
trievethemshouldRussiainvade.
“American citizens should

leave, should leavenow,” Biden
said in an interviewwithNBC’s
LesterHoltthatairedonThursday
evening,addingthattherewasno
scenariothatcouldprompthimto
sendtroops torescueAmericans.
“We’re dealingwith one of the
largestarmiesintheworld.Thisis
a very different situation, and
thingscouldgocrazyquickly.”
“That’s a world war when

Americans and Russia start
shootingatoneanother,” Biden
added.“We’reinaverydifferent
world thanwe’veeverbeen in.”
TheStateDepartmentsaidon

Thursday that “military action
maycommenceatanytimeand
withoutwarning,” as it reissued
an advisory urging Americans
not to travel to Ukrainewith its
starkest languageyet.Amilitary
incursionwould also “severely
impact”theUSEmbassy’sability
tohelpAmericansleaveUkraine,
thedepartmentsaid. NYT

No US troops
for stragglers
in Ukraine,
warns Biden

AAMERMADHANI&
KATHYGANNON
WASHINGTON,FEBRUARY11

PRESIDENTJOEBidensignedanex-
ecutiveorderonFridaytocreatea
pathway to split $7 billion in
Afghan assets frozen in theUS
to fund humanitarian relief in
Afghanistanandtocreatea trust
fundtocompensateSept.11victims.
The order calls forUS finan-

cial institutions to facilitate ac-
cessto$3.5billionforAfghanre-
lief and basic needs. The other
$3.5billionwouldremaininthe
US and be used to fund pay-
ments from ongoing litigation
byUSvictimsof terrorism.
International funding to

Afghanistanwassuspendedand
billionsofdollarsofthecountry’s
assets abroad,mostly in theUS,
werefrozenaftertheTalibantook
controlof thecountryinAugust.
TheWhite House said in a

statement that theorder “isde-
signed toprovide apath for the
funds to reach the people of
Afghanistan, while keeping
them out of the hands of the
Talibanandmaliciousactors.”
Thelackof fundinghasledto

increased poverty, and aid
groupshavewarnedof a loom-

inghumanitariancatastrophe.
The Biden administration is

still working through details of
setting up the trust fund, an ef-
fort theWhite House says will
likely takemonths tosortout.
Because victims have ongo-

inglegalclaimsonthe$7billion
in the US banking system, the
courtswouldhavetosignoffbe-
fore themoney for humanitar-
ianassistancecouldbereleased
toAfghanistan,theofficialssaid.
Taliban political spokesman

Mohammad Naeem criticised
the US for not releasing all the
fundstoAfghanistan. AP

Massstarvationhasgrippedmuchof thecountrysincethe
Talibantookcontrol.NYT

JONATHANLANDAY
WASHINGTON FEBRUARY11

THE UNITED NATIONS aims to
kickstart thismonthasystemto
swapmillions of aid dollars for
Afghancurrencyinaplantostem
humanitarian and economic
crises and bypass blacklisted
Taliban leaders, according to an
internalUNnoteseenbyReuters.
SincetheTalibantakeover in

August, foreign financial assis-
tance has stopped and interna-
tional banks arewary of testing
UN and US sanctions on the
hardline Islamist group, leaving
the United Nations and aid
groupsstrugglingtoobtaincash
evenastheycontinuetoreceive
humanitariandonations.
The UN explanatory note,

written lastmonth, outlines an
“urgentlyneeded”Humanitarian
Exchange Facility (HEF). “The
overallobjectiveistohavetheHEF
upandrunning inFebruary,” the
note said. “Prior to the full estab-
lishmentof thefacility,weseekto
facilitate several trial swaps, to
demonstrate exactly how the
mechanismwillwork.”REUTERS

Kabul:TheTalibanhavedetained
twoforeignjournalistsonassign-
ment with the UN refugee
agency and a number of its
Afghanstaffworkinginthecoun-
try’scapital,UNHCRsaidFriday.
“Twojournalistsonassignment

withUNHCRandAfghannationals
workingwiththemhavebeende-
tainedinKabul,”therefugeeagency
tweeted.“Wearedoingourutmost
to resolve the situation.” The
Geneva-basedorganisationrefused
tocommentfurther.TheTalibanso
farhavenot repliedtoqueries for
informationaboutthedetained.
One of the detained is

AndrewNorth, a former British
Broadcasting Corporation jour-
nalist who has worked exten-
sively in Afghanistan. His wife,
NataliaAntelavaissuedapleaon
Twitter forhis release.
The Committee to Protect

Journalistcondemnedthedeten-
tions andcalled for the immedi-
atereleaseof thejournalists. AP

London: Vaccinated travelLers
canenterBritainwithouttaking
any coronavirus tests starting
Friday, after the government
scrappedoneof thefinalrestric-
tionsimposedoverthepasttwo
years in response toCovid-19.
British residents and visitors

whohavehadat least twodoses
of an approved coronavirus vac-
cine nowonly need to fill out a

passenger locator form before
travellingtotheUK.Unvaccinated
peoplestillhavetotaketestsboth
before and after arriving but no
longer need to self-isolate until
theygetanegativeresult.
Transport Secretary Grant

ShappssaidtheUK“nowhasoneof
themost free-flowingborders in
theworld—sendingaclearmes-
sagethatweareopenforbusiness.”

Airlines and other travel
firmshailedthechangeasalife-
line after two years of severely
constricted travel. Andrew
Flintham,managing director of
travel group Tui UK, said there
was“ahugepent-updemandfor
internationaltravel,”andpeople
were rushing to book getaways
for the February school break
andApril’s Easterholiday. AP

UK lifts all testing formalities
for Covid vaccinated travellers

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
PARIS, FEBRUARY11

WORLD LEADERS met on
France’s Atlantic coast Friday
to discuss protecting the
planet’s oceans from threats
suchas overfishing andplastic
pollution, and finding fairer
ways tomanage the seas.
The One Ocean Summit

comes as European authorities
are investigating a mass fish
dump in the Bay of Biscay that
environmental activists call an
example of abuses by huge
trawlers that disrupt undersea
ecosystems.Oceanscovermore
than70%of theplanet’s surface.
FrenchPresident Emmanuel

Macron initiated the three-day
summit in theport city of Brest
with the support of theUnited
Nations.“Today, we are going to
make commitments,” Macron
saidinhisopeningspeech.“Iam
convincedtheyaregoingtohelp
strengthenhelpful actions.”

At France meet,
leaders mull ways
to protect oceans

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,FEBRUARY11

THEUShasalwaysusedPakistan
tomeet its strategic goals and
when thepurposewas served it
abandonedandslappedsanctions
on the country, while “friend”
Chinastoodthetestoftime,Prime
MinisterImranKhanhassaid.
Khanmadetheremarksdur-

ing a recent interviewwith Eric
Li, Director of the Advisory
Committee of China Institute of
Fudan University, The News
International newspaper re-
portedonFriday.
Replying toaquestion,Khan

said there are times when his
countryhasfriendlytieswiththe
US.However,when theUS feels

that itno longerneedsPakistan,
itdistances itself fromit.
"Whenever theUSneeded

us, they established relations,
and Pakistan became a front-
line state (against Soviet), and
then abandoned it and
slapped sanctionsonus,when
its purposes were served, he
said. “China is a friend which
has always stood by Pakistan,"
Khan said, adding that during
the last 70 years, the two coun-
tries supported each other on
every forum,Khansaid. PTI

THEUScourtswhere9/11
victimshavefiledclaims
againsttheTalibanwill
havetotakeactionforthe
victimstobecompensated.
Itwillultimatelybeupto
thecourtstodecideif the
victimshaveaclaimtothe
$3.5billiontheadministra-
tionisallottingforthem
throughthetrustfund.

Courtsto
takecallon
victims’aidE●EX
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UN aims to launch new
Afghanistan cash route
this month: UN note

HSRAO
LONDON,FEBRUARY11

ANILKANTI‘NEIL’BASU,anIndian-
originBritishcounter-terrorcop,the
mostseniorpoliceofficerofAsian
heritage,isamongthefrontrunners
to become the next London
MetropolitanPoliceCommissioner,
accordingtoBritishmediareports.
He is likely to replace Dame

CressidaDick, the firstwomanto
leadthebiggestUKpoliceforce,who
resignedearlierthisweekafterase-
riesofdamningreportsofbullying,
misogynyandracismemergedin
theforceunderherhelm.
Basu, 53, is currently the

Assistant Commissioner
(Specialist Operations) of the
LondonMetropolitanPolice.
His father was a surgeon,

whohailedfromKolkata,andre-
located to the UK in the 1960s,
wherehemarriedhismother, a
nurseofWelshheritage.

Aneconomicsgraduatefrom
NottinghamUniversity,Basuhad
joined the Met Police in 1992
and was elevated as head of
counter-terrorismandspecialist
operations,beforebecomingdi-
rectorof theCollegeof Policing.
Awidely respected figure in

the police force, Basu rose to
worldwide fame during the
LondonBridgeincidenttwoyears
ago,whenheandhisteamnabbed
andshottheterrorconvictUsman
Khan,accordingtotheGuardian.
According tomedia reports,

othersinthefrayincludeMartin
Hewitt, Chair of the National
Police Chiefs Council, Simon
Byrne, Chief constable of the
Police Service of Northern
Ireland, Mark Rowley, former
headof counter terrorism,Matt
Jukes, currently acting head of
the counter-terrorism and
Louise Rolfe, a leader and spe-
cialist on tackling violence
againstwomen. PTI

Officer of Indian origin
could be next head of
Met police in London

PakistanPM
ImranKhan

US always used Pak,
China ties stood test
of time, says PM Imran

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,FEBRUARY11

CASH-STRAPPED Pakistan has
to return $3 billion to Saudi
Arabia within a year, which it
had borrowed from Riyadh in
2021 to improve its dwindling
foreign exchange reserves, it
emerged on Friday.
Finance Minister Shaukat

Tarin told the Senate, the upper
house, that the Saudi Fund for
Development (SFD) in October
2021 placed the amount in the
accountof the country’s central

bank,theStateBankofPakistan.
Under an agreement, Saudi

Arabia revived its financial sup-
porttoPakistan,includingabout
$3billionindepositsand$1.2bil-
lion to $1.5 billion worth of oil
supplies ondeferredpayments.
Pakistan also pledged to return
the$3billionwithinayear.
Tarinsaidtheinterestrateon

the loan was 4%, which would
have to be paid every three
months.Headdedthattheprin-
cipalwouldhave tobereturned
in lump sum. “There was no
clause in the agreement to ex-
tendthe loan,”hesaid. PTI

Pak has to return $3 bn to
Saudi in 1 year: Minister

Burkina Faso’s
junta leader
declared president
Ouagadougou: The leader of
BurkinaFaso’s juntaLt.Col. Paul
Henri Sandaogo Damiba has
been declared president this
week,theWestAfricancountry’s
ConstitutionalCouncil said.
Damiba is to be officially in-

auguratedonFebruary16,mili-
tary officials confirmed on
Friday,althoughhistermaspres-
ident is effective retroactively
from January 24,when soldiers
overthrew the democratically
elected former President Roch
MarcChristianKabore.
Damibahasvowedtorestore

security to the nation. He has
alsometwithpoliticians,includ-
ing the former administration,
civic organizations and repre-
sentatives of the international
communitytoexplainhisviews
andgarner support. AP

Taliban detain
UNHCR staff, two
journalists in Kabul

White House order:
frozen Afghan cash
will be used in part
for 9/11 damages

New Delhi



TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

DASHBOARD,ASONFEB10

TOTAL TESTS 74,78,70,047

INDIA TOTAL DOSES 171,28,19,947
(Adults 1st dose:90,29,84,890;2nd: 73,51,06,074; 15-18agegroup
1st dose: 5,13,17,677; 2nd: 1,20,51,032; precautionary: 1,69,91,759)

■Firstdose ■Seconddose FEBRUARY 10: 51,31,485

Newcases
58,077

Active cases
6,97,802

Deaths
657

Weekly CFR:0.35% | Overall CFR: 1.25% | Total deaths:5,07,177

TESTSONFEB 10 WEEKLYPOSITIVITY OVERALLPOSITIVITY
16,73,976 4.84% 5.69%

711
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

State ONFEBRUARY10 Weekly
Newcases Activecases Deaths positivity

Kerala 18,420 2,33,747 341 29.50%
Maharashtra 6,248 70,150 49 6.47%
Karnataka 5,019 52,047 39 6.76%
TamilNadu 3,592 66,992 25 4.89%
Rajasthan 3,491 29,530 15 9.71%

NEW CASES,DAILY

SURGE IN THE STATES

CASES IN THE CITIES, LAST 10DAYS
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WITH GOA going to polls onMonday, it is
time for politics to confront history again,
andPrimeMinisterNarendraModi has set
the tone.
“Goawasliberated15yearsafterIndiaat-

tainedfreedom.Pandit[Jawaharlal]Nehrufelt
thatifhelaunchedamilitaryoperationtooust
the colonial rulers fromGoa, his image as a
globalleaderofpeacewouldbeimpacted,”he
saidinRajyaSabhaonFebruary8.
Modi quoted from Nehru’s 1955

Independence Day speech, holding the na-
tion's first PrimeMinister guilty of leaving
satyagrahis in the lurch, refusing tosendthe
IndianArmyto liberateGoa,evenafter25of
themwereshotdeadbythePortugueseArmy
ontheGoaMaharashtraborder.
The following day, HomeMinister Amit

ShahandDefenceMinisterRajnathSinghsaid
in campaign speeches that if he wanted,
NehrucouldhaveliberatedGoain1947itself,
and local BJP units circulated social media
postsamplifyingthemessage.
On Thursday, the PrimeMinister during

a brief campaign inGoa repeated his attack
onNehru, paintinghimand theCongress as
callousanduncaringintheirattitudetowards
thestateanditspeople.

Goa’s freedommovement
GoabecameaPortuguesecolonyin1510,

when Admiral Afonso de Albuquerque de-
featedtheforcesofthesultanofBjiapur,Yusuf
Adil Shah.Thenext fourandahalf centuries
sawoneofAsia'slongestcolonialencounters
—Goafounditselfattheintersectionofcom-
peting regional and global powers and reli-
gious and cultural ferment thatwould lead
eventually to the germination of a distinct
Goan identity that continues to be a source
of contestationeventoday.
Bytheturnof thetwentiethcentury,Goa

hadstartedtowitnessanupsurgeofnation-
alist sentiment opposed to Portugal's colo-
nialrule,insyncwiththeanti-Britishnation-
alistmovementintherestof India.Stalwarts
such Tristão de Bragança Cunha, celebrated

as the father of Goan nationalism, founded
theGoaNationalCongressattheCalcuttases-
sionof theIndianNationalCongressin1928.
In 1946, the socialist leader RamManohar
LohialedahistoricrallyinGoathatgaveacall
for civil liberties and freedom, and eventual
integrationwith India,whichbecameawa-
tershedmoment inGoa’s freedomstruggle.
At the same time, therewas a thinking

thatcivillibertiescouldnotbewonbypeace-
fulmethods, and amore aggressive armed
strugglewasneeded.Thiswastheviewofthe
Azad Gomantak Dal (AGD), whose co-
founder Prabhakar Sinari is one of the few
freedomfightersstill livingtoday.
As Indiamoved towards independence,

however,itbecameclearthatGoawouldnot
befreeanytimesoon,becauseofavarietyof
complexfactors.ThetraumaofPartitionand
themassive rupture that followed, coupled
with the war with Pakistan, kept the
Government of India fromopening another
front inwhichthe internationalcommunity
could get involved. Besides, it was Gandhi's
opinion that a lot of groundworkwas still
needed inGoa to raise the consciousness of
the people, and the diverse political voices
emergingwithinshouldbebroughtundera
commonumbrella first.
Therewerealsoquestionswithregardto

themodeofprotesttobefollowed.Inherthe-
sis‘Goa’sStruggleforFreedom,1946-61:The
Contribution of National Congress Goa and
Azad Gomantak Dal’, historian Dr Seema
Risbud highlighted the dichotomieswithin

the groups fighting for freedom inGoa, and
argued that satyagraha had its limitations
against a totalitarian regime. This point ap-
pears to have been validated by the success
of themilitant roleplayedbytheAGDin the
liberationofDadraandNagarHaveli,another
Portuguese enclave (albeit with the covert
support of Indian authorities, as somehave
suggested).

Nehruvian dilemma
ItwasapparentthatNehruwasprepared

forthelonghaulinGoa,perhapstryingtoex-
haust all options available to him given the
circumstancesthatIndiawasemergingfrom,
andwherehewasheadedinshapingIndia’s
positioninthecomityofnations.Portugalhad
changeditsconstitutionin1951toclaimGoa
not as a colonial possession, but as an over-
seas province. The move was apparently
aimed at making Goa a part of the newly
formedNorth Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(NATO)military alliance— so the collective
security clause of the treatywould be trig-
geredintheeventofanattackbyIndiaorany
othernation—butthiswasnotacceptableto
otherNATOmembercountries.
Nehru saw it prudent topursuebilateral

diplomaticmeasureswithPortugal tonego-
tiate a peaceful transferwhile, at the same
time, amore 'overt' indigenouspush for lib-
eration—one thatwould strengthen India's
moralargument—gatheredmomentum.His
1955 Independence Day speech— cited by
Modi in Rajya Sabha— criticising the satya-

grahiswhowere trying to cross the border
did demoralise the diverse pan India group
of liberation fighters comprising socialists,
communists,andtheRSS.Butthefiringinci-
dentalsoprovokedasharpresponsefromthe
Governmentof India,whichsnappeddiplo-
maticandconsulartieswithPortugalin1955.
The obvious question that arises is, if

thingshadreachedsuchastagein1955,why
did Nehru wait until December 1961 to
launch a full-scalemilitary offensive, even
though India continued to raise the issue of
Goaatvarious levelsandfora?
DPSinghal,whowasapolitical scientist

at theUniversity of Queensland at the time,
provided a clue inhis paper 'Goa: Endof An
Epoch',publishedinTheAustralianQuarterly
inMarch1962.WithIndiafirmlyestablished
asaleaderoftheNonAlignedWorldandAfro
AsianUnity,withdecolonisationandanti-im-
perialism as the pillars of its policy, it could
no longer be seen to delay the liberation of
Goa. An IndianCouncil of Africa seminar on
Portuguese colonies organized in October
1961 heard strong views fromAfrican dele-
gateswhoarguedthatIndia’spolicyofgoing
slow on the Goa questionwas hampering
their own struggles against the ruthless
Portuguese regime. Thedelegateswere cer-
tain that the Portuguese empirewould col-
lapsethedayGoawas liberated.
The rest, as they say, is history. Goawas

liberated on December 19, 1961 by swift
Indianmilitary action that lasted less than
twodays.

The debate in 2022
Politics needs to be charitable to history,

becauseatsomepoint itwouldbeputtothe
same scrutiny and judgment as it becomes
history itself.
Sinari, the lone survivingmemberof the

AGD,whosesenseofhistoryandpoliticalin-
stinctshavenotbeenbluntedbyageandfail-
ing health, says attempts at political point-
scoringaroundincidentsthattookplaceina
certain historical context more than six
decadesago,onlydivertsattentionandfocus
frompressingcurrent issues.
Goahas seen60years of eventful libera-

tionandsuccessfulamalgamationintheIndian
Union.Itismoreimportantforittolookahead
to its future thantorapidlyreceding, increas-
inglydimimagesintherear-viewmirror.

ProfRahulTripathi teachesPolitical Scienceat
GoaUniversity.Viewsexpressedarepersonal.
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AMITABHSINHA
PUNE,FEBRUARY11

SCIENTISTS IN the United Kingdomhave
managed toproduce the largest amount of
energysofarfromanuclearfusionreaction,
thesameprocessthatmakestheSun,andall
other stars, shine and emit energy. This re-
sultisbeingseenasamajorbreakthroughin
the ongoing global efforts to produce a fu-
sionnuclearreactor.
Allcurrentnuclearreactorsarebasedon

thefissionprocess,inwhichthenucleusofa
heavieratomissplit into thoseof lighterel-
ementsinacontrolledmanner.Thisprocess
is accompaniedwith the release of large
amounts of energy. Fusion is the opposite
process, inwhichnucleiof relatively lighter
atoms,typicallythoseofhydrogen,arefused
tomakethenucleusofaheavieratom.
Muchmoreenergy is released in the fu-

sion process than in fission. The fusion of
atomsof twoheavier isotopes of hydrogen

—deuteriumandtritium —forexample, to
formaheliumnucleusproduces four times
asmuchenergyasisreleasedduringthefis-
sion of a uraniumatom, the kind ofwhich
weseeinournuclearreactors.

Quest for fusion energy
Tryingtoharnessenergyfromfusionre-

actionisnotanewendeavour.Scientistshave
beenmakingeffortstobuildafusionnuclear
reactor for several decades, but the chal-
lengesarehigh.Fusionispossibleonlyatvery
hightemperatures,oftheorderofafewhun-
dredmilliondegreesCelsius,thekindoftem-
peraturethatexistsatthecoreoftheSunand
the stars. Recreating suchextremetemper-
aturesisnoeasytask.Thematerialsthatwill
makeup the reactor, too, need tobeable to
withstandsuchhugeamountsofheat.
Thereareseveralothercomplications.At

suchhigh temperatures,matter exists only
in the plasma state,where atomsbreak up
intopositiveandnegativeionsduetoexces-
sive heat. Plasma,which has a tendency to

expandveryfast,isextremelydifficulttohan-
dleandworkwith.
Butthebenefitsoffusionreactionareim-

mense. Apart fromgeneratingmuchmore
energy,fusionproducesnocarbonemissions,
the rawmaterials are in sufficient supply,
producesmuchlessradioactivewastecom-
paredtofission,andisconsideredmuchsafer.
Overtheyears,scientistshavebeenable

todrawuptheplanforafusionnuclearreac-
tor. It is called ITER (International
ThermonuclearExperimentalReactor)andis
beingbuilt insouthernFrancewith thecol-
laboration of 35 countries, including India
whichisoneofthesevenpartners,alongside
the European Union, the United States,
Russia, Japan,SouthKoreaandChina.
Severalsmall-scalefusionreactorsareal-

readybeingused for research. Theone that
produced thisweek’snewrecord inenergy
generationisbasedattheCulhumCentrefor
Fusion Energy, just outside of Oxford in
England.Duringtherecord-breakingexper-
iment, the reactor produced11megawatts

ofenergyoverafive-secondperiod.

The ITERproject
Fusion is considered to be the future of

energy. It is supposed to liberate theworld
fromtheperennialquestformoreandmore
efficient sources of energy. A very small
amount of rawmaterial —deuteriumand
tritiumnuclei to beginwith—canproduce
verylargeamountsofenergyinacleanman-
ner. It is alsobeingseenasananswer to the
problemofclimatechange.
Infact, in itsearlystages, fusionwasalso

seenasananswertotheproblemofclimate
changebecauseitproduceszeroemissions.
Theclimatecrisis,however,hasdeteriorated
rapidlyandneedsurgentattention,while a
practicalfusionreactorisstilldecadesaway.
Building a fusion reactor has not been

easy.TheITERprojectbeganin1985andthe
deadline for its first experimental run has
been extended several times. According to
thecurrenttimeline,itisexpectedtobecome
operationalonly in2035.Rightnow, there-

actorisinthemachineassemblyphase.Over
tenmillion parts, beingmanufactured and
testedinthesevenmembercountries,have
tobetransported,assembledandintegrated.
Still,ITERisonlyanexperimentalproject.

Theenergyitwillproduce—about500MW
—wouldnotbeintheformofelectricitythat
canbeused. Itwillbeatechnologydemon-
strationmachinethatwillenablethebuild-
ingoffuturisticfusiondevicesthatcanberun
asnormallyasthefissionreactorstoday.The
deployment of fusion energy for electricity
generation for our everyday needsmight
takeanotherfewdecadesafterITERbecomes
operational.
IndiajoinedtheITERprojectin2005.The

InstituteforPlasmaResearchinAhmedabad,
a laboratory under the Department of
Atomic Energy, is the lead institution from
the Indian side participating in the project.
Asamembercountry, India isbuildingsev-
eral components of the ITER reactor,while
also carrying out a number of experiments
andR&Dactivitiesrelatedtotheproject.

Politics and history in Goa
PMhasrakedupa6-decade-olddebateonNehru’sdecisionsduringPortugueseruletoaccuseCongressof
apathytowardsGoa.WhathappenedduringGoa’sliberationstruggle,andinwhatnational&globalcontext?

SHASHANKNAIR
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

INDIAN SKIER Arif Khan has qualified for
both the slalom and giant slalom events at
theBeijingWinterOlympics.Whilehe isn’t
thefirst Indiantotakepart ineitherof these
twoeventsartheWinterOlympics,heisthe
only Indian to have ever qualified for both
events together, and is the country’s only
athleteparticipating in theBeijingGames.
Beforeleaving,hesaidafinishinthetop-

30wouldbequiteanachievement. Hisbest
position till date at aWorld Championship
hasbeen45th.

How it’s played
Punishingonthekneesandrewardingif

flexibility isastrongpoint, slalomandgiant
slalomare twoevents that requiresuccess-
fully completing an obstacle course in the
leastpossible timepossible.
Alpineskiingismadeupof fivedifferent

events–thedownhill,SuperG,Alpinecom-
bined,slalomandgiantslalom.Different it-

erationsof thesporthaveexistedinhistory.
The modern-day version of slalom skiing
was ratified in 1922byArnold Lunn for the
BritishNationalSkiChampionships,andthis

wasbroughtintothe1936WinterOlympics
inGermany.
A cascading slope of snow is fixedwith

highlyflexibleplasticpoles(gates)inredand
blue across a fixed course. The course has
between55-75gatesformenand40-60for
women. The height from top to bottom of
the course is usually between 180-220 cm
formen.
Skiersaresupposedtostartat the topof

the hill and, in the shortest time, navigate
theirwaybetweenthepolestoreachthefin-
ishline. Inbothevents,theskierhasachance
to put up a time that enters them into the
Top 30 and, after this, gets another chance
toputupawinning time.

The difference
Slalom is the shorter of the two events,

but the more technically challenging one
sincethegatesaresmallerandskiershaveto
focus on their zigzagging technique rather
thantheirspeed.Usually, thattechniquede-
pendson tension. Coremusclesneed to re-
main tense while the skier flies downhill.
Thebestslalomskierstendtoshowextreme

discipline with their arms – the less the
movement, the more one’s body can be
streamlined to zigzag through thecourse.
Giant slalom, on the other hand, com-

bines the technical aspectof slalombut the
speed of downhill skiing events. The giant
slalom event sees skiers reach up to 80
km/hr. Thehigher speedmeans the “gates”
have tobe larger.

Cross-blocking technique
In slalomskiing, turnsaremuchshorter

and therefore skiers get a narrower anddi-
rect linetoraceon.Theaverageslalomskier
is much closer to the gates and thus uses
theirbodytopushgatesoutof thewaywhile
keeping their line of racing as close to a
straight line as possible. This method is
called cross-blocking.
Ingiantslalom,this techniquegetsmar-

ginalised slightly. This is because gates are
wider apart and are fewer than in slalom,
which iswhy theevent is usually the faster
of the two.Theaverageskier thereforeuses
their shoulder to round up the gate, rather
than theoutsideof theirpoles.
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Oneof thegiantcomponentsat the
ITERsite insouthernFrance. ITER

PrimeMinisterNarendraModispeaks inRajyaSabhaonFebruary8.Hesaid,
“PanditNehru'sbiggestconcernwashis international image. Itdidnotmatter
whathappenedinGoa, [he] let it suffer...Hesaid IwillnotsendtheArmy... The
peopleofGoacannot forget theattitudeof theCongress...” PTI

THESEWORDSMEAN: SLALOM&GIANT SLALOM

TheGames events India’s Arif Khan is taking part in

ArifKhan, first Indiantotakepart in
botheventsatWinterGames. Twitter/SAI

11MW in 5 sec: breakthrough in nuclear fusion, andwhy it is significant
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E-TENDER PRESS NOTICE

The EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD-XIII, I&FC Department Govt. of Delhi, on behalf of the President of India,
invites Online Percentage rate tender from the approved and eligible contractors registered with IRRIGATION
AND FLOOD CONTROL DEPARTMENT. The contractors who are registered with other department and now got
their registrations verified from l&FC Deptt. are eligible to participate in Tender process for the work:-
1. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/82 (ID No. 2022_IFC_216105_1) Major Head of Account 4217(Unauthorized
Colonies) Name of Work: Improvement of streets and side drain at Shyam Enclave, Z-Block, T.C.S. Bosco,
Gopal Nagar, Extension at main Dhansa road, Najafgarh, New Delhi-110043 (Reg. No. 689). Estimated Cost
(in Rs.) 81,90,311/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 1,63,806/- Time allowed 180 Days. Last date & time of receiving &
opening of tender through E-Procurement System 15-02-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

2. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/83 (ID No. 2022_IFC_216111_1) Major Head of Account 4217(Unauthorized
Colonies) Name of Work: Improvement of streets and side drain at Nirmal Vihar, Nangloi-Najafgarh road, New
Delhi (Reg. No. 1372). Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 1,74,08,754/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 3,48,175/- Time allowed
180 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement System 15-02-2022 on
03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

3. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/84 (ID No. 2022_IFC_216127_1) Major Head of Account 4217(Unauthorized
Colonies) Name of Work: Improvement and Reconstruction of Internal streets and side drains of Vikas Nagar
A-Block Extn. In vikaspuri Constituency AC-31 (Reg. No. 554). Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 1,50,87,023/- Earnest
Money (in Rs.) 3,01,740/- Time allowed 180 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through
E-Procurement System 15-02-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Firs respectively.

4. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/85 (ID No. 2022_IFC_216132_1) Major Head of Account 4217(Unauthorized
Colonies) Name of Work: Improvement and Reconstruction of Internal streets and side drains in Sainik Enclave
Sec-V (Reg. No. 906/1642) in Vikaspuri Constituency AC-31. Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 1,67,84,359/- Earnest
Money (in Rs.) 3,35,687/- Time allowed 180 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through
E-Procurement System 15-02-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

5. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/86 (ID No. 2022_IFC_216116_1) Major Head of Account 4217(Unauthorized
Colonies) Name of Work: improvement of streets and side drain in Janta Vihar Colony at Bahadurgarh road
New Delhi-110043, AC-35 (Reg. No. 69). Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 50,25,005/- Earnest Money (in Rs.)
1,00,500/- Time allowed 120 Days. Last date & time of receiving & ' opening of tender through E-Procurement
System 15-02.2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

6. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/87 (ID No. 2022_IFC_216325_1) Major Head of Account 4217(MLALAD)
Name of Work: Construction of boundary wall of govt. land in different location in Vikaspuri Constituency AC-
31. Demolishing and Re-construction of boundary wall of chhat Ghat at Vikas Nagar in Vikaspuri Constituency
AC-31 (Balance Work). Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 16,41,122/-Earnest Money (in Rs.) 32,822/- Time allowed 60
Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement System 15-02-2022 on 03.00
Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

7. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/88 (ID No. 2022_IFC_216328_1) Major Head of Account 4217(Unauthorized
Colonies) Name of Work: Improvement and Reconstruction of internal streets and side drains of Tyagi Enclave,
Mohan Garden in Vikaspuri Constituency AC-31 (Regd. No. 1164). Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 56,86,030/- Earnest
Money (in Rs.) 1,13,721/- Time allowed 120 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through
E-Procurement System 15-02-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

8. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/89 (ID No. 2022_IFC_216338_1) Major Head of Account 2711(Revenue)
Name of Work: Construction of R.C.C. retaining wall in B.D.O. office store, footpath shed and repair of old
store at Najafgarh (Balance Work). Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 72,86,627/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 1,45,733/- Time
allowed 120 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement System
15.02.2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

9. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/90 (ID No. 2022_IFC_216351_1) Major Head of Account 4217(MLALAD)
Name of Work: Construction of Temporary Shed by Laying sheet on Gram Sabha land bearing Kh. No. 11/4,
1512 and 113/10, 11 at village Dhansa in N.G. Block, AC-35 Development of Pandit cremation ground village
Dhansa in N.G. Block (Balance Work). Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 16,45,072/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 32,901/-
Time allowed 60 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement System
15.02.2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

10. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/91 (ID No. 2022_IFC_216368_1) Major Head of Account 4217
(Unauthorized Colonies) Name of Work: Improvement and Reconstruction of Internal streets and side drains
of Yadav Enclave, Vikas Nagar, Extn. Hastsal in Vikaspuri Constituency AC-31. (Regd. No. 286). Estimated
Cost (in Rs.) 2,15,42,414/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 4,30,848/- Time allowed 180 Days. Last date & time of
receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement System 15-02-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs
respectively.

11. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/92 (ID No. 2022_IFC_216369_1) Major Head of Account 4217(Unauthorized
Colonies) Name of Work: improvement and Reconstruction of Internal streets and side drains of Vikas Nagar,
R-Block and R-Extn. Hastsal in Vikaspuri Constituency AC-31. (Regd. No. 1364). Estimated Cost (in Rs.)
1,94,33,922/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 3,88,678/- Time allowed 180 Days. Last date & time of receiving &
opening of tender through E-Procurement System 15-02.2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

12. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/93 (ID No 2022_IFC_216373_1) Major Head of Account 4217(Unauthorized
Colonies) Name of Work: Improvement and Reconstruction of Internal streets and side drains of Niyader
Enclave, Vikas Nagar, in Vikaspuri Constituency AC-31. (Regd. No. 927). Estimated Cost (in Rs.)
1,74,80,939/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 3,49,619/- Time allowed 180 Days. Last date & time of receiving &
opening of tender through E-Procurement System 15-02-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

13. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/94 (ID No. 2022_IFC_216382_1) Major Head of Account 2711(Revenue)
Name of Work: Restoration of road from RD 9100m Right Bank of Mungeshpur Drain to Bridge at Jharoda-
Bahadurgarh road at N.G. Block. Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 55,19,527/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 1,10,391/- Time
allowed 60 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement System
15.02.2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

14. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/30(2nd Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_216424_1) Major Head of Account
2711(Revenue) Name of Work: Construction of Motorable Passage to connect the Farm land with Right Bank
of Mundella Drain at RD 9000m in N.G. Block. Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 20,92,368/- Earnest Money (in Rs.)
41,847/- Time allowed 120 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement
System 15-02-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

15. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2021-22/49(2nd Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_216332_1) Major Head of Account
2711(Revenue) Name of Work: Removal of C and D Waste from both side of Mungeshpur Drain from RD 0m
to RD 10362m. Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 17,33,675/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 34,674/- Time allowed 180 Days.
Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement System 15-02-2022 on 03.00 Hrs
& 03.05 Hrs respectively.

Note :-
1) Details of above mentioned works & eligibility criteria can be seen and downloaded from the web site
https://govteprocurernent.delhi.gov.in

2) Amendment(s)/alteration(s)/ corrigendum if any, will be available at website only.
3) EMD in the form of Bankers Cheque/DD/Fixed Deposit receipt in F/o EE/CD-XIlI, I&FC Deptt Shall be scanned
and uploaded to the e-tender website within the period of bid submission. The original EMD should be
deposited in the office of EE/CD-XIII, I&FC Deptt. within the period of bid submission.

Sd/-
DIP/Shabdarth/0642/21-22 EXECUTIVE ENGINEER CD.XIII.

Online Tender Document “Equipment” for M.P. Police

POLICE HEADQUARTER, M.P., BHOPAL
No. PHQ/15/GPC/760-1/2022 Bhopal, Dated 10.02.2022

“ ONLINE TENDER NOTICE”
Online tender are invited by Assistant Inspector General of Police (Provisioning)
Police Head Quarter, Bhopal on behalf of DGP MP Bhopal for the following on
website https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

1. Cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is nonrefundable and cannot be
exempted in any condition & must submit online through website
https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app.

2. Tender document can be download from the website of MP Police
(www.mppolice.gov.in)

3. Bids shall be submitted online only at MP Tenders website:
https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

4. Critical Date Sheet:

5. Intending Bidders are advised to visit this website regularly till closing date of
submission to keep themselves updated as any change/modification in the
tender will be intimated through this website only by corrigendum/
addendum/amendment.

6. Bids will be opened as per date/time as mentioned in the Tender Critical Date
Sheet. After online opening of Technical-Bid the results of their qualification as
well Price-Bid opening will be intimated latter.

Sd/-
(Sanjeev Kumar Kanchan)

A.I.G. (Provisioning)
For: Director General of Police M.P.

S.
No.

Name of Item(s) Qty. Tender Fees
(Rs.)

EMD
Paid Online

Through
mptenders.gov.in

1 FIRE RESISTANCE FILE CABINETS
(FRFCs)

440 10,000 4,40,000

Published Date 10/02/2022 Time18.45 PM

Bid Document Download Start Date 11/02/2022 Time11.00 AM

Pre-Bid Meeting Date 17/12/2021 Time12.00 PM

Bid Submission Start Date 23/02/2022 Time11.00 AM

Bid Submission End Date 02/03/2022 Time14.30 PM

Bid Opening Date 03/03/2022 Time16.30 PM

I ûSû³ff ÀfZ ¶f¨f³fZ I e °fe³f ¶ff°fZÔ ¶fWb°f ªfø Se,
MeI f »f¦f½ff³ff, ¸ffÀI ´fW³f³ff AüS A´f³ff³ff Qû ¦fªf QcSeÜ

G-22571/21

PRESS N.I.T. No. 58 (2021-22)

* Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in/nicgep/app

S.
No.

Name of Works Estimated
Cost
(Rs.)

Date of release of tender
in E-procurement

solution

Last date/time of receipt of
tender through e-procurement

solution

1 Diversion of flow existing rising main
emanating from Ghonda-I SPS into inlet
chamber Ghonda-II SPS.
2022_DJB_215604_1

3700459/- 11.02.2022 28.02.2022
up to 3.00 P.M.

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1119(2021-22)

Sd/-
EX. ENGINEER (CIVIL) PLANT SDW S/E

“STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (CIVIL) PLANT SDW S/E

SRINIWASPURI: NEW DELHI: 110065

Short Press NIT No. 11 (2021-22) (Re-Invited)

NIT along with all terms & conditions is available on DJB website https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1121(2021-22)

Sd/- (Dinesh Kumar)
EE (E&M) TYR-SV

NIT
No.

Name of Work Estimate
Cost

Earnest
Money
(Rs.)

Date of release of Tender
in e-procurement solution

Last date/Time receipt of
Tender through

procurement solution

1. Providing & laying of electric cables, along with SITC of
distribution panels for additional nos. of tubewells at Sonia
Vihar WTP Campus (Re-invited)

Lump-sum 1,33,000.00 Tender ID:
2022_DJB_216559_1

Publish Date 11-Feb-2022
11:30 AM onward

18-Feb-22 Up to 12:15 PM

“STOP CORONA; WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (E&M) TYR-SV, 140 MGD WATER

TREATMENT PLANT: SONIA VIHAR WAZIRABAD ROAD, DELHI-110094
E-mail: soniavihardjb@gmail.com

CX.´fi. ´ff½fSX MÑXfaÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSmXVf³f
d»fd¸fMZXOX ´fc¯fÊIYf»fe³f BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff
A³fb·f½fe I f¹fÊQf¹fe ÀfaÀ±ffAûÔ ÀfZ d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f

´fc¯fÊ-I f»fe³f BÊ-d³fd½fQf Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ d³f²ffÊdS°f d°fd±f I û
12:00 ¶fªfZ °fI Af¸fd³Âf°f I e ªff°fe W` ªfû CÀfe dQ³f
15:00 ¶fªfZ Jû»fe ªffE¦feÜ d½fÀ°fÈ°f d½f½fS¯f Àf¸ff¨ffS ´fÂfûÔ
¸fZÔ ´fiI fVf³f IZ C´fSf³°f BÊ-MZ¯OS I e ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM
www.etender.up.nic.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f SWZ¦ff °f±ff
A³¹f dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS IZ ÀfaVfû²f³f/d°fd±f d½fÀ°ffS WZ°fb
d³fd½fQf Jb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f °fI »ffg¦f Afg³f I SmÔÜ dI Àfe ·fe
d³fd½fQf I û d¶f³ff I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ d³fSÀ°f/AÀ½feI fS I S³fZ
I f Ad²fI fS A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSe IZ ´ffÀf ÀfbSdÃf°f SWZ¦ff:-
BÊ.MXe.Àfe.-63/2021-22 132IZ .½fe. E½fa 220 IZ .½fe.
C´fIZ ³ýi dÀfI ³ýifSfSfD IZ ½ffd¿fÊI A³fbSÃf¯f I f¹fÊÜ
BÊ.MXe.Àfe.-64/2021-22 220IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi A°fSü»fe
IZ ½ffd¿fÊI A³fbSÃf¯f I f¹fÊÜ BÊ.MXe.Àfe.-65/2021-22
132IZ .½fe. A°fSü»fe-¦fa¦feSe »ffB³f E½fa 132 IZ .½fe.
dÀfI ³ýifSfSfD -¦fa¦feSe »ffB³f IZ ½ffd¿fÊI A³fbSÃf¯f I f¹fÊÜ
BÊ.MXe.Àfe.-66/2021-22 132IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi, Ib Àfb¸fSfW
´fS 132 IZ .½fe. °ffJf ¶fZ IZ d³f¸ffÊ¯f WZ°fb dR dMa¦f Àff¸f¦fie
I e Af´fcd°fÊÜ BÊ.MXe.Àfe.-67/2021-22 d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f
J¯O-¸f`³f´fbSe IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi ªf`±fSf
E½fa 132 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi I SW»f »ffB³fûÔ IZ ½ffgI Afg½fS
Àf½fZÊ I f¹fÊÜ A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f ´ffSmX¿f¯f
¸f¯OX»f, »ff»f dOX¦¦fe, A»fe¦fPXÜ SXf¿MÑX dWX°f ¸fZÔ d¶fªf»fe
¶f¨ff¹fZÔ, d½fôb°f ¨fûSXe IYe Àfc¨f³ff
“www.igpowerup. org” ´fÂffaI
230/d½f.´ff.¸f.(A) Me-30 dQ³ffaI 11/02/22
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Maoists abduct 2 men from building site in Chhattisgarh: Police
Arrest warrant
sought for two
acquitted in
2016 case

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD,FEBRUARY11

THESABARMATICentral Jailau-
thoritesmoved the court of the
judicialmagistrateseekinganar-
restwarrantfortwopeople,who
were acquitted in the 2008
Ahmedabad serial bomb blast
case, in connectionwith a 2016
caseof assaulting jail staff.
Thedevelopmentcomestwo

days after the special
Ahmedabad court pronounced
the verdict in the 2008 serial
bomb blast cases convicting 49
andacquitting28.
Of the 28 acquitted, 13were

directed to be released as they
hadnoother trialsagainst them
andwerenotrequiredinjudicial
custody.Themagisterialcourtis-
suedordersfortheirjudicialcus-
tody thesameday.
The accused in the 2016

case — Dr Ashdullah H Akhtar
alias Asad alias Aslam alias
Furkan Abubakr, from Bellary
in Karnataka and Afaak Iqbal
alias Danish Riyaz alias Safi
Saiyed, anativeof Ranchi,who
was residing at Hyderabad at
the time of his arrest in the
2008case—will nowcontinue
to remain inSabarmatiCentral
jail following the order of the
magisterial court.
AsonThursday,however, 10

havebeenreleasedfromjail, in-
cludingoneAbdulSattar froma
Kerala jail. Another lodged in a
Kerala jail, Suheb Pottanikal, is
expected tobe freebySaturday,
owing topendingpaperwork.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAIPUR,FEBRUARY11

A SUB-ENGINEER and a head
mason, involved in bridge con-
structionworkinChhattisgarh's

Bijapur district, were abducted
by armedMaoists on Friday, of-
ficials said. They were also
threatened by the Maoists to
stopworkat thesite, theysaid.
The incident occurred un-

der the Bedre police station,

60 km from the district head-
quarters in Bijapur.
“Abridgeisbeingconstructed

overtheIndravatirivertoconnect
BijapurandNarayanpurdistricts.
It will connect Bedre to
Abujhamad,which is a threat to

Maoists. Since it is a sensitive
bridge,securityhasbeenprovided
totheconstructionworkers,”said
aseniorpoliceofficialfromBastar.
“The sub-engineer and thehead
masonwerebothaskedtogowith
theMaoists. They (theMaoists)
also tooksomemasonsbut later,
released themmidway,” anoffi-
cialprivytothecasesaid.
The sub-engineer has been

identified as Ashok Pawar, and
headmason is yet to identified.
Policehaveintensifiedsearchfor
both themen, officials said. The

abducted people are privately
employed by a Korba-based
company that is building the
bridge,police said.
Thebridgemeasuring700m

is one of the expansive bridges
beingbuiltontheIndravatiriver
in Bastar division.Work on the
bridgestarted5monthsagoand
is still on the initial stages. “Soil
testingandapproximationwork
isgoingon.ThereisNugurcamp
on the southern edge of the
bridge, whereas the abduction
happened,”a policeofficialsaid.

Delhi Transport Infrastructure
Development Corporation Ltd.

An Enterprises of Govt. of NCT of Delhi.
ISBT Kashmere Gate Delhi-110006

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Executive Engineer (Elect), DTIDC invite tenders on behalf of Chairman,
DTIDC Ltd for the following works through e-procurement solution only.

The Tender forms and other details can be obtained from website
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in/

Sd/-
Executive Engineer (Elect)

DTIDC Ltd. ISBT
DIP/Shabdarth/0641/21-22 Kashmere Gate, Delhi

NIT No. : 62/2021-22
Tender ID No. : 2022_DTIDC_216018_1
Name of work : C/o New Automatic Driving test Track at various

Educational Institutes in Delhi at ITI Pusa, ITI
Jaffarpur Kalan, ITI Mayur Vihar, ITI Shahadara,
ITI Jail Road, ITI Narela, IGDTUW & DTU,
Bawana

Estimated Cost : Rs. 20,68,82,957/-

Earnest Money : Rs. 41,37,659/-
Time Allowed : 150 Days
Last date of receipt
of Tenders

: 25/02/2022 at 3.00 PM

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,FEBRUARY11

A 35-YEAR-OLD woman was
foundunconscious ina forested
area in Rajasthan's Nagaur dis-
trict, six days after she was al-
legedly gang raped, chokedand
abandoned,policesaidonFriday.
One person has been ar-

rested and another, a juvenile,
hasbeendetained.
A senior official said twopo-

licemen,anSHOandaheadcon-
stable,havebeensuspendedover
the delay in rescuing her— the
woman had gone missing on
February4,herfamilyhadmadea
complaintonFebruary6,andshe
wasfinallyrescuedonFebruary10.
Shewas found just 3 km away
from her village. “It is nothing
shortofamiraclethatsheisalive
evenafter sixdays. Shehasbeen
referredtoJaipurwheresheisun-
dergoing treatment.Thewoman
waslyinginanunconsciousstate
forsixdays.Shehasinsectbitesall
overherbody,herbrainislacking
oxygen and she is still unable to
talk. Apolice inspector has been
sent with her to Jaipur who is
monitoring her treatment,”
NagaurSPRamMoortyJoshitold
TheIndianExpressonFriday.
Joshisaidwhilethepolicehad

identified a person as a suspect,
theSHOofthepolicestationcon-
cerned“madenoefforttosearch
for the woman through tradi-
tionalmethodsofpolicingorwith
thehelpofhercalldetails”.
Joshi added that when the

familymembers brought the is-
suetothenoticeof thecircleoffi-
cer onFebruary9, call records of
thewomanwereinvestigatedand
theinvolvementofthesameper-
sonwasconfirmed.

Raped and left to
die, Rajasthan
woman rescued
after six days

TheMaoistshad
earlier threatenedto
stopworkat thesite,
policesaid

AHMEDABADBLASTS

New Delhi



DIRECTOR GENERAL MEDICAL EDUCATION &
RESEARCH, HARYANA, PANCHKULA

4th floor, DHL Square, Plot No.9, IT Park, Sector 22, Panchkula, Haryana- 134112
Ph. No. 0172-2584633, 2560799 email: dmer-hry@nic.in

Website: https://dmer.haryana.gov.in/
PUBLIC NOTICE

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA
NIRMAN SOUDHA, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)

File No.B-IV-H-(NHM)-06/2021 Lr. No. 5492 Bhubaneswar, the 11th Feb. 2022
Invitation for Bids

Bid Identification No. C.E (B) - 37 / 2021-22

Sd/-
Chief Engineer (Buildings),

Odisha, Bhubaneswar
OIPR- 34117/11/0112/2122

B-1018

1. The Chief Engineer (Buildings) Odisha, Bhubaneswar, on behalf
of Governor of Odisha, invites percentage rate bids in double
cover system in ONLINE MODE only, for Construction of Building
works as detailed below.

2. Nature of work : Building works

3. No. of work : 10 Nos

4. Bid Cost. : R 10,000/- (each)

5. Class of Contractor : Special / Super Class

6. Availability of Bid
Documents in the website

: From dt. 18.02.2022 to 17.00 Hours of
dt. 28.02.2022.

7. Date of Opening of Bid : Dt. 02.03.2022 at 11:30 AM.

8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details
can be seen from the website: https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any
addendum / corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the
said website only.

SHORT PRESS NIT No. 43/ (2021-22)

The more detail required above can be seen on website www.delhi.govtprocurement.com.

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1123(2021-22)

Sd/-
EX. ENGINEER (C) PLANT, WW

C/o ACE(P)-2

“STOP CORONA; WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

OFFICE OF THE EX. ENGINEER (CIVIL) PLANT WW C/o ACE(P)-2
DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF N.C.T. DELHI

CHANDRAWAL : WATER WORKS NO. II CIVIL LINES : DELHI-54
Office Telephone No. :- 23815504 E-mail:- eecplantww.djb@gmai.com

S.
No

Name of Work Estimated
Cost

Earnest
Money
(Fresh)

Tender
Processing
Fee (Fresh)

Publication
date of tender in
e-procurement

solution

Last date & time for
receipt of tender from

e-procurement
solution

1. Covering of 1200 mm dia RCC Well for stalling submersible
pump opposite Akshardham Temple.
(Tender ID No. 2022_DJB_216654_1)

2789448/- 55800/- 500/- 11.02.2022 18.02.2022

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Executive Engineer Public Works Division Bhokar, Dist. Nanded
E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 43/2021-2022

ONLINE Tender (e-tender) in B-1 form for the Nanded District total 02 (Two) works are invited by the Executive
Engineer, Public Works Division Bhokar, Dist. Nanded (Phone No. 02467-222658) on Government of Maharashtra Electronic
Tender Management System. From the registered contractor in appropriate class of Public Works Department of Maharashtra
State. The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the Government of Maharashtra e-tender portal
https://mahatenders.gov.in/ on sub portal www.mahapwd.gov.in as under.
Note : 1) Details of the tender documents are available on e-tendering https://mahatenders.gov.in/ and

www.mahapwd.gov.in web site of the Government of Maharashtra.
2) If there are any changes in the tender notice, then the information will be display on the web site.
3) Executive Engineer, Public Works Division Bhokar, Dist. Nanded has reserved the right to accept or reject tenders.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Public Works Division
DGIPR/2021-2022/C-4295 Bhokar Dist. Nanded
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SXfþÀ±ff³f ÀfSXIYfSX
IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff ÀffUÊþd³fIY d³f¸ffÊ¯f dU·ff¦f

UÈ°f A»fUSX
Àff.d³f.dU. ´fdSXÀfSX, AVfûIYf MXfIYeþ IZY ´ffÀf, IY¨fWXSXe SXûOX, A»fUSX
RYû³f 0144-2737038. E-mail:-sealw.pwd@rajasthan.gov.in

IiY¸ffIY:- 5504 dQ³ffÔIY- 10.02.2022

d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff 19 / 2021-22
SfþÀ±ff³f IZ Sfª¹f´ff»f ¸fWûQ¹f I e AûS ÀfZ d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f ÀfOÞI I f¹fûÊÔ IZ d»fE C´f¹fbö ßfZ¯fe ¸fZÔ
ÀffUÊþd³fI d³f¸ffÊ¯f dU·ff¦f SfþÀ±ff³f ¸fZÔ ´fÔþeIÈ °f ÀfÔUZQI û EUÔ IZ ³Qie¹f / Sfª¹f ÀfSI fS U C³fIZ Ad²fIÈ °f
ÀfÔ¦fN³fû/ IZ ³Qie¹f »fûI d³f¸ffÊ¯f dU·ff¦f / OfI EUÔ QcS ÀfÔ¨ffS dU·ff¦f / SZ»UZ B°¹ffdQ ¸fZÔ ´fÔþeIÈ °f ÀfÔUZQI û,
þû dI SfþÀ±ff³f ÀfSI fS IZ "EEll EUÔ kEl. ¶fe ßfZ¯fe IZ ÀfÔUZQI ûÔ IZ Àf¸fI Ãf Wû, ÀfZ d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fi´fÂf
¸fZÔ BÊ-MZ¯OdSÔ¦f ´fidIi ¹ff WZ°fb Afg³f »ffBÊ³f d³fdUQf¹fZ Af¸fd³Âf°f I e þf°fe W`Ü

d³fdUQf ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f Àf¸fÀ°f dUUS¯f UZ¶fÀffBÊM www.dipronline.org U dU·ff¦f I e UZ¶fÀffBÊM
"http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in EUÔ www.sppp.raj.nic.in ´fS QZJf þf ÀfI °ff W`Ü

WXÀ°ff/-
(ÀfÔ¦fe°f IbY¸ffSX)

A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff
Àff.d³f.dU. UÈ°f

A»fUSX

d³fdUQf I e Ib »f »ff¦f°f SXfdVf øY. 586.57 »ffJ (1 ´f`IZYþ IYf¹fÊ)

d³fdUQf R f¸fÊ d¸f»f³fZ I e °ffSeJ 11.02.2022 I û ´fif°f: 11.00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ
04.03.2022 Àff¹f: 6.00 ¶fþZ °fI

d³fdUQf þ¸ff I Sf³fZ I e °ffSeJ 04.03.2022 Àff¹f: 6.00 ¶fþZ °fI

d³fdUQf Vfb»I EUÔ AfS.AfBÊ. EÀf. E»f dR Àf þ¸ff
I e °ffSeJ (Af³f»ffBÊ»f BÊ-¦fifÀf õfSf EI »f ¨ff»ff³f
IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ)

04.03.2022 Àff¹f: 6.00 ¶fþZ °fI

°fI d³fI e d³fdUQf Jû»f³fZ I e °ffSeJ 07.03.2022 I û Qû´fWS 03.00 ¶fþZ

dUØfe¹f d³fdUQf Jû»f³fZ I e °ffSeJ °fI d³fI e d³fdUQf IZ þfg¨f d³f¯fÊ¹f ´f›f°f

IiY.Àf. IYf¹fÊ IYf ³ff¸f ¹fc.¶fe. E³f. ³f¸¶fSX

1 Poothi Village to Lilawandi Gvendgarh Road 0/0 to
5/0 (Remaining work)

PWD2122WLOB15197

HIMACHAL PRADESH,

JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT

E-Procurement Notice
*NOTICE FOR Bids (IFB)*

The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division Dharamshala District Kangra (HP) on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh re- invited
the item rate/lump sum contract bids from the eligible contractors/Firms. Bidders should be registered with Central Govt. or State
Govt. or Central Govt. or State Government under takings. The Contractor/Firm who have experience in construction of similar work
and have established organization for taking up such work and who satisfy the qualification criteria of bid document need only apply.
The scope of the work will be as under:-

SN Name of work Estimated
cost

EMD Cost of
tender form

Eligibility criteria Time
limit

1 Name of work: -
Providing separate
WSS to Chamunda
Nandikeshwar Dham in
Tehsil Dharamshala
Distt. Kangra (HP).
(SH: C/O Civil Works,
Pumping machinery,
Laying, Jointing &
Testing of Rising main,
Gravity Main and other
Miscellaneous works).

Rs.
5,05,30,892/-

Rs.
5,05,310 /-

Rs.
2500/-

Definition of “Similar work “ means C/o
Water Treatment Plant base on Rapid
sand filter.

2. To demonstrate experience of the
similar work as per eligibility criteria, the
bidder/contractor shall submit the certificate
of completion or commissioning of
project/work (completed work should not be
less than 90%) as the case may be, issued
by an officer not below the rank of executive
engineer. The bidder shall upload the award
letter or related agreements to corroborate
the experience certificate submitted.

One
year

Last date of submission of e-tender 24.2.2022 at 11.00 A.M
Others terms and conditions , tender documents please refer website https://hptenders.gov.in

Executive Engineer
NO.EE/JAL SHAKTI/Dharmshala/CB/Tender/NIT/2022:-17499-17598 Jal Shakti Division Dharmshala

Dated:- 10.02.2022 6839/HP

�&# �#-�.0*#+0 ,$ �#,),%5 � �'+'+%� �,20� ,$
�.1+�!&�) �.�"#/& �0�+�%�. -.,-,/# 0, 1+"#.0�(#
0&# 3,.(/ $,. �#!!,++�'0,.5 /1.2#5 $,. �)�/0'! !)�5
'+ � �.,1+" �#61 �.#�� �,&'0� �.#)'*'+�.5
'+2#/0'%�0',+ ,+ �.�-&'0# ,!!1..#+!#/ �0 �1 1+%�
�#.�+%� ��+%,� �'+%'+% � �'+%'+% �.#� 1+"#.
�--#. �'�+% �'/0� �.#)'*'+�.5 '+2#/0'%�0',+ ,+
�.�-&'0# '+ �.� ��""' �'/0� �--#. �'�+% �'/0�
�.#)'*'+�.5 '+2#/0'%�0',+ ,+ �.�-&'0# '+ �.� ��""'
�'/0�� �+2#/0'%�0',+ ,$ �,!( �1�..'#/ '+ ��-1*
��.# � �,3#. �1 �+/'.' �'/0�� �1!0',+ ,$ �'+#.�)/�
�"2'/,.5 /#.2'!# $,. -.#-�.�0',+ ,$ *�+"�0,.5
2�.',1/ .1)#/� �4-),.�0',+ ,$ �'+#.�)/ �'� �#,
�&#*'!�) � �#,),%'!�) *�-'+% $,. )'*# /0,.# �
�,),*'0# '+ � �.,1+" �#*%� �.#��
�--#./1 �+/'.' �'/0�� �''� �#, �&#*'!�) �
�#,),%'!�) *�--'+% $,. )'*# /0,+# � �,),*'0# '+ �
�.,1+" �#*/'+%��,001+% �.#� ,$ �'�+% � ��/0
�'�+% "'/0�� �'''� ���1!0',+ ,$ ��)�(0�+% �1�.06'0#�
�&# "#0�')/ ,$ 0&# 0#+"#. �2�')� )# '+ �,20� 3# /'0#
333��.1+�!&�)-.�"#/&�%,2�'+

����������	
��

��	�


GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF HORTICULTURE,
RAJBAGH-SRINAGAR, KASHMIR-190008

TELE-FAX: 0194-2311287/2311484,
Email:Kashmirhorticulture@gmail.co,

website: http://HortiKashmir.gov.in
E-Nit No 46 of 2021 Dated: 09.02.2022

Note: All bidding process will be done on www.jktenders.gov.in
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir, e-tenders are invited from reputed authorized dealers for supply
of of laboratory equipment/machinery required in the soil testing laboratory
Pulwama as listed in the tender document.

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility
Criteria, specifications, bill of quantities (B.O.Q) Set of terms and conditions
of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Tender
Website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-
Critical Dates:
1 Date of issue of Tender Notice 09-02-2022
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 09-02-2022
3. Bid Submission Start Date 09-02-2022
4 Bid submission End Date 23-02-2022
5 Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (online) 24-02-2022

10:30 AM
The tender document may be downloaded from the Govt.

e-procurement website www.jktenders.gov.in.
(Ajaz Ahmad Bhat)JKAS

DIPK-17968 Director General

OFFICE OF ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER
PHED, JAIPUR REGION-I, JAIPUR
Jyoti Nagar, Sahakar Marg, Jaipur-302005

Phone: 0141-2740170(o) e-mail: ace1.jpr.phed@rajasthan.gov.in.
No.: F. /ACE/PHED/Ar.Sikar/NIT-192/JJM/2021-22/15528-549 Date: 08.02.2022

(e-NIT NO. 192/2021-22)

On behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan NIT No. 192/2021-22 online
tender is hereby invited from eligible bidders for “Work of Augmentation
of RWSS to provide FHTC including one year Defect Liability period of
SVS/MVS and 3 Year O&M for MVS under JJM in the jurisdiction of
PHED Sub Division Dantaramgarh, District-Sikar on SPR basis” as per
criteria mentioned in the detailed NIT/tender document available on
websites: https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in &
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in. Tenders are to be submitted online in
electronic format on website https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in as per
prescribed schedule.

SAVE WATER-SAVE LIFE

NIT No. Particular Estt. Cost
(Rs. in Lacs)

UBN No.

190/2021-22 Sub Division
Dantaramgarh

450.23 PHE2122WSOB13459

Sd/-
(Arun Srivastava)

Addl. Chief Engineer
DIPR/C/1644/2022 PHED, Jaipur Region-I, Jaipur

NO. SHTT(NIT)83/2020-21/08
handloomandtextilestinsukia@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Sealed tenders are being called from the intending
registered firms for procurement of Fly Shuttle Frame
Looms with Accessories and ball bearing stain less
Jacquard (120 hooks) for “Special Project for livelihood
support to affected people in Baghjan & Gatang areas
by Gas leak out and fire break out in Tinsukia, District.
The last date of submission of tender is 25.02.2022.
The details about the bids are available on web site
https://tinsukia.assam.gov.in
The last date/time of received of bids through offline is
25.02.2022 up to 4:00 PM.
For further details please visit the office of the
Superintendent, Handloom & Textile, Tinsukia.

Sd/- Chairman
Tender Committee

Cum
District Development Commissioner, Tinsukia

JANASANYOG/C/11988/21

IYf¹ffÊÕX¹f Ad°fdSXöY ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹f³°ff, ÀffUÊþd³fIY d³f¸ffÊ̄ f dU·ff¦f,
Àfa·ff¦f-II þû²f´fbSX
(¸fb£¹ffÕX¹f-¶ffOÞX¸fZSX)

Ii ¸ffaI -3000 dQ³ffaI :- 03.02.2022
BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff 09/2021-22

B¨LbI d³fdUQfQf°ffAûÔ ÀfZ ÀffUÊþd³fI d³f¸ffÊ¯f dU·ff¦f ¸fZÔ I f¹fÊS°f ¶ffOÞ¸fZS EUÔ þ`Àf»f¸fZS
dþ»ff À°fSe¹f ¦fb¯f d³f¹fÔÂf¯f ´fi¹fû¦fVff»ff I û E³f.E.¶fe.E»f. ´fi¸ff¯feI S¯f (Sf¿MÑe¹f ´fSeÃf¯f EUÔ
AÔVfVfû²f³f ´fi¹fû¦fVff»ff ´fi°¹ff¹f³f ¶fûOÊ) I f¹fÊ I e d³fdUQf Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`Ü d³fdUQf
´fi´fÂf dQ³ffÔI 24.02.2022 ÀffÔ¹f 06.00 ¶fþZ °fI Af³f»ffBÊ³f ´fS A´f»fûO I S³ff AfUV¹fI
Wû¦ff U Cö d³fdUQfEa dQ³ffÔI 25.02.2022 I û Qû´fWS 4.00 ¶fþZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f Jû»fe
þfUZ¦feÜ Cö d³fdUQf ÀfZ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f A³¹f dUUS¯f Sfª¹f IZ ´fiû¢¹fS¸fZÔM ´fûM Ê»f
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) U dU·ff¦f
I e UZ¶fÀffBÊM http://pwd.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS QZJZ þf ÀfI °fZ W `ÔÜ ¹fc.¶fe.E³f. ÀfÔ£¹ff
d³f¸³ff³fbÀffS W`:-

WXÀ°ff./-
(Àfb³fe»f IbY¸ffSX IYf»ff³fe)
Ad°fdSXöY ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹f³°ff,
Àffd³fdU ÀfÔ·ff¦f-II, þû²f´fbSX

(¸fb£¹ff»f¹f-¶ffOÞX¸fZSX)

1. PWD2122A3086

PWD2122SLOB14953

DIPR/C/1559/2022

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER PHED CIRCLE NCR ALWAR
PHED CAMPUS, MANU MARG ALWAR (RAJ.)

E-Mail- sencr.alw.phed@rajasthan.gov.in
No- 4418-35 Date- 04.02.2022

NOTICE INVITING BID (NIT No. 87-108 / 2021-22
Bids for Works of Construction of Source, PLI of Rising Main & Distribution
Pipe Line with FHTC, Construction of Reservoir for Various villages are
invited from Interested bidders upto 05:00 PM on Date 07.03.2022. Other
particulars of the Bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state and
https://phedwater.rajasthan.gov.in departmental website.

UBN:
PHE2122WSOB13298, PHE2122WSOB13299, PHE2122WSOB13300,
PHE2122WSOB13301, PHE2122WSOB13302, PHE2122WSOB13303,
PHE2122WSOB13304, PHE2122WSOB13305, PHE2122WSOB13306,
PHE2122WSOB13307, PHE2122WSOB13308, PHE2122WSOB13309,
PHE2122WSOB13310, PHE2122WSOB13311, PHE2122WSOB13312,
PHE2122WSOB13313, PHE2122WSOB13314, PHE2122WSOB13315,
PHE2122WSOB13316, PHE2122WSOB13317, PHE2122WSOB13318,
PHE2122WSOB13319

Sd/-
L. P. Bairwa

Superintending EngineerDIPR/C/1667/2022
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DEFENCE RESEARCH
& DEVELOPMENT
ORGANISATION

AERONAUTICS
RESEARCH &

DEVELOPMENT BOARD

DRDO Premier Organiztion formed in 1958 Under Grants-in-Aid Scheme of DRDO AR&DB

Only online

application will

be accepted from

10th Feb 2022

Last
date 31st Mar

2022

DRDO SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME
EXCLUSIVELY FOR GIRS-2021

FOR
UNDER GRADUATE AND POST GRADUATE LEVELE GIRL

STUDENTS RELATED TO AEROSPACE ENGG./AERONAUTICAL
ENGG./SPACE ENGG./ ROCKETRY/ AVIONICS/ AIRCRAFT ENGG.

ONLY ON MERIT POST GRADUATE UNDER GRADUATE
SCHOLARSHIP GRANT Rs. 1,86,000/- per year Rs. 1,20,000/- per year or Annual

fee whichever is less.

NO. OF SCHOLARSHIPS 10 Numbers 20 Numbers

PERIOD Full time 2 years degree course
pursing ME/ M Tech/ MSc
(Engg.).

Full time 4 years degree course
pursing B.E/ B Tech/ B. Sc
(Engg.) or dual degree
course/Integrated Master degree
& scholarship restricted to first 4
years only.

SUBJECT Aerospace/ Aeronautical Engg./ Space Engg. & Rocketry/ Avionics/
Aircraft Engg. *In case pursing dual degree, scholarship only for first
four years applicable for B Tech degree course under the above
scheme.

ELIGIBILTY HIGHLIGHTS SELECTION
Post Graduate level
Indian National
Secured admission to the Ist year of
current academic year
Scored min 60% in BTech/ BE or equiv.
Valid GATE score
Under Graduate level
Indian National
Secured admission in 1st year of B.Tech/
BE/ 5 yr Integrated course or equiv.
Valid JEE main score

Scheme is free from any
bond obligation.

Final year project work
preferably in DRDO/
Govt. lab/ AR&DB
funded project.

The selection of M Tech
scholarship for the first year will
be on the basis of valid GATE
score & on merit basis.

First year scholarship for 4 yr B
Tech course based on merit of
valid JEE Main or as revised
from time to time as per
AICTE/MHRD.

Query through Mail:- (i) On application submission: pro.recruitment@gov.in (ii) Status of
approval of scholarship: ardb.hqr@gov.in

Online applications are invited by Recruitment and Assessment Centre (RAC), DRDO for 2021-22 session
for the award of scholarships to the students for B Tech and M Tech courses in the premier academic
institutions /Govt./ Autonomous/ UGC or AICTE approved/ of the country offering these courses every year.
The other terms & conditions details of Ihe scheme are available on the RAC website (http://rac.gov.in) and
also on AR&BD website (https://www.drdo.gov.in/aeronautics-research-development/about-us)

davp 10301/11/0155/2122

d½fÄff´f³f IiY./ Advertisement No:-NIFT-PAN/ESTT./ADV/2022/02 dQ³ffaIY/³fDate: 12.02.2022

·f°feÊ Àfc¨f³ff/RECRUITMENT NOTICE
Sf¿MÑe¹f R` Vf³f ´fiüôûd¦fI e ÀfaÀ±ff³f (d³fµM), ½fÀÂf ¸faÂff»f¹f, ·ffS°f ÀfSI fS IZ °fW°f EI Àffad½fd²fI
d³fI f¹f, d³fµM ´fa¨fIc »ff ´fdSÀfS ¸fa °fe³f (03) Àff»f IZ Qe§fÊ A½fd²f A³fb¶fa²f IZ Af²ffS ´fS d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f
¦fib´f- ‘Àfe’ ´fQûÔ IZ d»fE ·ffS°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSI ûÔ ÀfZ Af½fZQ³f Af¸fadÂf°f I S°ff W`:
National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT), a Statutory body under the Ministry
of Textiles, Government of India invites applications from the Indian Nationals for the
following Group-C posts to be filled on three (03) years long term contract basis at
NIFT Panchkula Campus:-

SXf¿MÑXe¹f R`YVf³f ´fiüôûd¦fIYe ÀfaÀ±ff³f, ´fa¨fIcY»ff
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FASHION TECHNOLOGY, PANCHKULA

(½fÀÂf ¸faÂff»f¹f, ·ffSX°f ÀfSXIYfSX)
(Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India)

SXfªfIYe¹f ¶fWbX°fIY³feIYe ÀfaÀ±ff³f ´fdSXÀfSX, ÀfZ¢MXSX-26, ´fa¨fIcY»ff, WXdSX¹ff¯ff-134116
Govt. Polytechnic College Campus, Sector-26, Panchkula, Haryana-134116

IiY¸f Àfa./ ´fQ³ff¸f/Designation ½fZ°f³f À°fSX A³ffSXdÃf°f IbY»f
Sl. (7½fZÔ ½fZ°f³f Af¹fû¦f IZY A³fbÀffSX)/ (UR) Total

No. Pay Level (As per 7th CPC)

1. ¸fVfe³f ¸f`IZ d³fI /Machine Mechanic À°fS-4/ Level-4 1 1
(¹fû¦¹f°ff- ‘A’/ Competency- ‘A’

2. ÀfWf¹fI (d½fØf E½fa »fZJf)/ Assistant (F&A) À°fS-4/ Level-4 1 1
3. ÀfWf¹fI ½ffOÊ³f (¸fdW»ff)/ À°fS-4/ Level-4 1 1

Assistant Warden (Female)

4. AfVfbd»fd´fI ¦fiZO-III/Stenographer Gr.-III À°fS-4/ Level-4 1 1
5. ³fÀfÊ/Nurse À°fS-4/ Level-4 1 1
6. ´fbÀ°fI f»f¹f ÀfWf¹fI /Library Assistant À°fS-2/ Level-2 1 1

Ib »f/Total 6 6

# ÀfWf¹fI ½ffOÊ³f (¸fdW»ff) IZ ´fQ IZ d»fE Af½fZQ³f I S³fZ IZ d»fE IZ ½f»f ¸fdW»ff C¸¸feQ½ffS We ´ffÂf W`ÔÜ
Only female candidates are eligible to apply for the post of Assistant Warden (Female)
d½fd²f½f°f ·fSm WbE Af½fZQ³f ´fÂf ªf¸ff I S³fZ I e Aad°f¸f d°fd±f/Last Date for the submission of duly filled
in applications: 14.03.2022
d½fÀ°fÈ°f d½f½fS¯f ªf`ÀfZ Af¹fb Àfe¸ff, Vf`dÃfI ¹fû¦¹f°ff, A³fb·f½f AüS ´fSeÃff Vfb»I AfdQ IZ d»fE, IÈ ´f¹ff W¸ffSe ½fZ¶fÀffBM
https://nift.ac.in/panchkula/careers QZJZÔÜ B¨LbI C¸¸feQ½ffS A´f³fZ Af½fZQ³f ‘d³fQZVfI , Sf¿MÑe¹f ´fiüôûd¦fI e
ÀfaÀ±ff³f, SfªfI e¹f ¶fWb°fI ³feI e ÀfaÀ±ff³f ´fdSÀfS, ÀfZ¢MS-26, ´fa¨fIc »ff, WdS¹ff¯ff-134116’ I û Àfa¶fûd²f°f ´fi¸ff¯f ´fÂf
AüS ´fifÀfad¦fI QÀ°ff½fZªfûÔ I e ´fid°f¹fûÔ IZ Àff±fÜ 14.03.2022 (Àfû¸f½ffS) I û ¹ff CÀfÀfZ ´fW»fZ -À´feO ´fûÀM/SdªfÀMOÊ
´fûÀM- IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ·fZªf ÀfI °fZ W`ÔÜ
For more details like age limit, educational qualification, experience and exam fee etc., kind-
ly visit our website https://nift.ac.in/panchkula/careers. Interested candidates may send their
applications through registered post to the “Director, National Institute of Fashion
Technology, Government Polytechnic Campus, Sector 26, Panchkula, Haryana-134116’
along with copies of certificate and relevant documents by ‘Speed Post/Registered Post’ on
or before 14.03.2022 (Monday). (Àfa¹fb¢°f d³fQZVfIY/Joint Director)
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ÀFa¨FFÕX³FFÕX¹F, AF¹Fb½FZÊQ ¹Fû¦F E½Fa ´FiFIÈYd°FIY d¨FdIY°ÀFF,
¹Fc³FF³Fe dÀFð E½Fa WXû¸¹Fû´F`±Fe, (AF¹Fb¿F) LXØFeÀF¦FPX

OXe.IZY.EÀF. ´FdSXÀFSX, SXF¹F´FbSX-492001.
RYû³F ³Fa. (0771) 2221640 R`Y¢ÀF-2221641, BÊ-¸FZÕX-cgayush@gmail.com

IiY¸FFaIY/1/ À±FF./SXFªF./¸FWXF./´Fi½FZ¾F/2021-22/404 SXF¹F´FbSX, dQ³FFaIY-10/02/2022

67700

¶Fe.E.E¸F.EÀF./¶Fe.E¨F.E¸F.EÀF./¶Fe.¹Fc.E¸F.EÀF. ´FFNëIiY¸F ÀFÂF 2021-22 ¸FZÔ SXFª¹F
IZY d³FªFe AF¹Fb¿F ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹FûÔ IYF AdJÕX ·FFSX°Fe¹F IYûMXF (All India

Quota) IYe ÀFeMXûÔ ´FSX ´Fi½FZ¾F WXZ°Fb AFG³FÕXFBÊ³F SXdªFÀMÑZX¾F³F ÀFc̈ F³FF

WXÀ°FF/-
ÀFa¹FböY ÀFa¨FFÕXIY

AF¹Fb½FZÊQ, ¹Fû¦F E½Fa ´FiFIÈYd°FIY d¨FdIY°ÀFF, ¹Fc³FF³Fe,
dÀFð E½Fa WXû¸¹Fû´F`±Fe (AF¹Fb¿F) LXØFeÀF¦FPX

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF
ÕXûIY À½FFÀ±¹F ¹FFadÂFIYe J¯OX ¸Fba¦FZÕXe dªFÕXF-¸Fba¦FZÕXe (LX.¦F.)
BÊ¸FZÕX:-eemun-phe-cg@nic kkMÑXFadªFMX WXFGÀMXÕX, ªFZÕX SXûOX ¸Fba¦FZÕXe RYû³F:-07755-264172 205475

AFG³FÕXFBÊ³F d³Fd½FQFEh ´Fi´FÂF-E ¸FZÔ ´Fid°F¾F°F QSX ´FSX A³Fb¶Fa²F WZX°Fb ³Fe¨FZ CXnZdJ°F IYF¹FûÊ IZY dÕ¹FZ dªFÕXF ªFÕX
E½Fa À½F¨LX°FF d¸F¾F³F õFSXF EIYeIÈY°F ´FaªFe¹F³F ½¹F½FÀ±FF ¸FZÔ ÀFÃF¸F ßFZ̄ Fe ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈY°F NZXIZYQFSXûÔ ÀFZ AF¸FadÂF°F
IYe ªFF°Fe WX`:-
IYF¹FÊ IYF d½F½FSX¯F :- dªFÕXF ¸Fba¦FZÕXe IZY d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX-ÕXûSX¸Fe IZY d½Fd·FÖF ¦FiF¸FûÔ ¸FZÔ ªFÕX ªFe½F³F d¸F¾F³F IZY
Aa°F¦FÊ°F EIYÕX ¦FiF¸F ªFÕX ´FiQF¹F ¹FûªF³FF IYF¹FÊÜ

d¶FOX ÀF¶Fd¸F¾F³F IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F- 28.02.2022
jCX´FSXûöY d³F¸FFÊ¯F IYF¹FûÊ IYe d³Fd½FQF IYe ÀFF¸FF³¹F ¾F°FZÊ ²FSXûWXSX SXFd¾F, d½FÀ°FÈ°F d³Fd½FQF d½FÄFd´°F d³Fd½FQF
QÀ°FF½FZªF ½F A³¹F ªFF³FIYFSXe BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX ½FZ¶F ´FûMÊXÕX https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ¸FZÔ
dQ³FFaIY 07.02.2022 ÀFZ QZJZ ªFF ÀFIY°FZ W`XÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF,

ÕXûIY À½FFÀ±¹F ¹FFadÂFIYe J¯OX ¸Fba¦FZÕXe
67628 dªFÕXF-¸Fba¦FZÕXe (LX.¦F.)

BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZZÔMX d³Fd½FQF AF¸FaÂF¯F ÀFc¨F³FF

ADMINISTRATION OF UNION TERRITORY OF LADAKH
Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council Leh

Office of the Assistant Director Handicrafts Leh

NOTICE INVITING Re-TENDER
NIT No. 3 ADHL OF 2022

DATED: 07.02.2022

For and on behalf of Lt Governor of Union Territory of Ladakh e-Tender are invited from
registered Govt/ Semi Govt. Original manufacturer/ Authorized Distributor for which e-ten-
dering is floated for supply of Handicrafts machinery, raw-materials tools & equipment
items. Tender will come into force w.e.f 07.02.2022

A Date of issue of Tender Notice 07.02.2022

B Date of publishing of Tender Notice 07.02.2022

C Period of downloading of bidders 07.02.2022 to 14.02.2022
documents

D Online bid submission date start 07.02.2022

E Online bid submission end start 14.02.2022 4 p.m.

F Date of receiving the hard copies 15.02.2022

G Dated of opening of Tender 16.02.2022 or any other convenient day

1. The bidding documents, bill of quantities (BOQ) set of terms and conditions of the con-
tract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the website
www.ladakhtender.gov.in as per schedule of date given below.

Sd/- Assistant Director
Handicrafts Leh

No:-ADHL/NIT/2021-22/1593-1602
Dated: 07.02.2022

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ªFZÕX A²FeÃFIY IZY³ýie¹F ªFZÕX,
SXF¹F´FbSX LXØFeÀF¦FPX

IiY¸FFaIY /CXôFû¦F/2022 SXF¹F´FbSX dQ³FFaIY / /sqss

ÕX§Fb d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF
IZY³ýie¹F ªFZÕX SXF¹F´FbSX LX.¦F. ¸FZÔ ÀFa¨FFdÕX°F CXôFû¦F WZX°Fb IY©FZ ¸FFÕX IiY¹F ¶FF¶F°F
d½FÄFd´°F IiY¸FFaIY 581/CXôFû¦F/dQ³FFaIY 24.01.2022 õFSXF dQ³FFaIY
08.02.2022 IYû AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ¦F¹Fe ±Fe ´Fid°FÀ´F²FFÊ ³FWXe WXû³FZ ÀFZ CXöY
AF¸FaÂF¯F ¸FZa ÀFF°F dQ½FÀF IYe ½FÈðe IYe ¦F¹Fe W`XÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
ªFZÕX A²FeÃFIY

67735 IZY³ýie¹F ªFZÕX, SXF¹F´FbSX (LX.¦F.)

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

MMyyname ismistakenlywritten
asMANSI insteadof SARIKA in
school recordsofmyward
AastikAshrani.Myactual
name is Sarikaw/oAjay
Ashrani, R/oC-8, Sudershan
Park, NewDelhi-110015

0040602353-1

II//WWEE SUMESHMAHAJANAND
POOJAMAHAJAN,RESIDENT
OF,B-4/4 2ND-FLOOR,PASCHIM-
VIHARNEW-DELHI,HAVE
CHANGEDTHENAMEOFOUR
SON ‘DAIVIKMAHAJAN’BORN.
ON.21-04-2019AS ‘SIDDH
MAHAJAN’HESHALLBE
HEREAFTERKNOWNASSIDDH
MAHAJAN. 0040602408-5

II,,kkmm salma,W/0-farman, R/o-
A.55/56 sainikViharMohan
gardenUttamNagar-110059.
Changedmyname to salma.

0040602397-9

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasARUNalias
ARUNTAYAL,S/OVINOD
KUMAR,residingat,A-12.A-
Block. Near-IP School,
Swaroop-Nagar,Delhi-110042,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter be knownas
ARUNTAYAL. 0040602403-3

II,,VVeeddRabotra S/oPuranChand
R/o-192,MIG-Flats, Pocket-B,
Phase-2, Sector-14, Dwarka,
Delhi-110078 have changedmy
name toVedPrakash.

0040602408-2

II,,SSuurrjjiittKumarRoyS/oSunil
KumarRoyR/o-H.No.164/23,
LaxmiGarden,Gurgaon,
Haryana,have changedmy
name,fromSurjeet Kumar to
Surjit KumarRoy.Surjeet
Kumar andSurjit KumarRoy is
same-person. 0040602387-8

II,,SSmmtt SushmaRani is legally
weddedspouseofNo-
13766374H,NK-MukeshKumar
S/O- ShParkashChand, R/O/
P/O-Nakroh ,Tehsil- Ghanari,
District- UNA(H.H). Inmy
husband’s Service recordsmy
namehas beenwrongly
mentionedasSushmaRani
insteadof SushmaDevi (DoB-
16-06-1984 as inMatriculation
Certificate. It needs correction.
Objectionsbe filed to
concernedauthoritieswithin
sevendays. 0020433887-1

II,,SSiinnddhhuuKumari D/oChandan
KumarThakurR/oB-332, Brij-
Vihar, Ghaziabad, U.P.-201011
have changedmyname to
SindhuThakur. 0040602403-1

II,,SSeeeemmaaW/oNarenderKumar
R/oG-1/414, DalMill Road,
UttamNagar, Delhi-110059,
have changedname toKusum.

0040602387-7

II,,SSAATTYYIIKKKAPUR,S/oRattan
Kapur,R/oA-103,ThePinnacle,
Golf CourseRoad,DLFCity-V,
Gurgaon,Haryana-122001, have
changedmyname toSATYAK
KAPUUR,for all purposes.

0040602397-4

II,,SSAAJJJJAANN,, S/o JAI BHAGWAN,
ADD.A-174, 10,GAURAVNAGAR,
ANANDNAGAR,NITHARI,
DELHI-110086,have changed
myname toSAJJANMALIK.

0040602403-6

II,,RRaammeesshhKumar S/o-Chander
Bhan,R/o 56, Third Floor, North
Ex,Model Town-2, Delhi-110009,
have changedmyname to
RameshKumarTaneja.

0040602403-9

II,,RRaakkeesshh S/O IshwarDass,R/O-
12ANavsenaApartment,West-
Enclave, PitamPura, Delhi-
110034,have changemyname
toRAKESHKUMAR,for all
futurepurposes.

0040602397-1

II,,RREEEENNAA SINGH/RADHIKA
SINGH/RADHIKASINGH
MANOCHA,W/O.RAMESH
MANOCHA,ADD-E-163,
SECOND-FLOOR,MASJIDMOTH,
GREATER-KAILASH-3,SOUTH
DELHI-110048,Changedmy
name toRADHIKAMANOCHA,
permanently. 0040602403-4

II,,CChhiirraannjjii Lal Chauhan,S/OLate
Shri.Bansi DharChauhan,R/o J-
221 Sri.RamJ.J-Camp,Near-
SatyaNiketan,NewDelhiv-
110021.I amdeclaring thatmy
namemistakenly recordedas
Chiranji Lal Khateek insteadof
Chiranji Lal Chauhan. That the
facts statedaboveare true to
thebest ofmyknowledgeand
belief. 0040602403-10

II,,MMrr.. ShaileshKumar,S/oMr.Tej
NarayanSingh,R/o:Professor
Colony,HajipurVaishali,Bihar-
844101,inform that in thebirth-
certificate ofmysonDevyansh
Singh,his namehasbeen
wrongly-writtenasDevyansh
inplaceofDevyanshSingh.His
correct-name isDevyansh
Singh,for all purposes.

0040602408-6

IItt is for general information that
I,Asif Ali,S/o-KasimAli7R/o-698
Gali No.27,Near-P.S.Jafrabad
North-East-Delhi-110053,
declare that nameofmy father
hasbeenwrongly-writtenas
QasimAli inmyPassport
No.J5298816.Theactual-name
ofmy father is KasimAliwhich
maybeamendedaccordingly.

0040602397-10

II,,AABBUUBBAAKKAARR S/O.MOHAMMED
TASLEEM,H.NO.1088,NEEM
WALIGALI,MOHALLAKISHAN
GANJAZADMARKET,SADAR
BAZAR,NORTHDELHI-110006.
Changedmyname toABU
BAKAR, permanently.

0040602397-7

II,,SyedBadshahS/oSMHussain
R/ohouseno-108Block-A
Rajat-Vihar-Duplex-II, Sector-
62, Noida, Dist-
Gautambudhnagar. have
changedmyminordaughter’s
name fromMyra Fatima to
Mysha Fatima 0040602373-1

II,,MMeeeennaakksshhiiMaheyW/ORakesh
KumarR/O-12ANavsena
Apartment,West-Enclave,
PitamPura,Delhi-110034have
changemyname toMeenakshi
Chowdhary,for all future
Purposes. 0040602397-2

II,,PPrriittppaall SinghW/oHarjit Singh
R/oB-37, Sector-47, NoidaUP-
201303 haveChangedmyname
toPritpal Kaur. 0040602403-2

II,,PPrraattaapp Lalwani S/oSuresh
Lalwani R/oA-2/17 Janakpuri
NewDelhi have changedmy
name toPartap Lalwani.

0040602387-5

II,,NNiittiikkaa SiraW/oDavinder
DhimanR/oWZ-283/7AVishnu
GardenNewDelhi have
changedmyname toNitika.

0040602387-4

II,,NNiikkhhiillNagpal S/oNarinder
KumarNagpal R/o-52, Shakti
Vihar, Pitampura, Delhi
ChangedNameToNikhil Kumar
Nagpal. 0040602387-6

II,,MMaanniisshhVermaS/o-Ramesh
KumarR/o-A-2/86,Hastsal
RoadUttamNagarDelhi-
110059,have changedmyname
toMunish verma.

0040602403-8

II,,MMaahhiinnddeerrPal Chandel S/o
HansRaj R/o 471-472Main-
Bazar, SabzimandiMalkaganj
Delhi have changedmyname
toMahinder Pal.

0040602387-2

II,,MMOOHHIINNIIW/ODINESHKUMAR
SHEORAN,R/ORZF 1/223
GALI.NO.2MAHAVIR-ENCLAVE
DELHI-110045,Changedmy
name toMOHINIDESHWAL.

0040602397-8

II,,AskhayKumar Sahani S/o
Bidyadhar Sahani R/oH.No.
Flat.A-2, 3rd, FloorGirdhar
Apartments, FirozshahRoad,
NewDelhi-110001, have
changedmyname toAkashaya
Kumar Sahani. 0070772531-1

IIsudhanshukaushik s/o
Dharamveer kaushikR/oH.no-
450ChiragDelhiMalviyaNagar
Delhi-17 have changedmy
name fromSudhanshu to
Sudhanshu Kaushik for all
futurepurposes.

0070772535-1

IIY. RekhaShenoyW/oY.V.
ShenoyR/o F-53/F-1, First Floor,
Near SeemaPuri, Gol Chakkar,
DilshadColony, EastDelhi,
Delhi-110095have changedmy
name toYermal RekhaShenoy
for all purposes.

0040602316-3

IITrishnaW/O,AwanishKumar
GuptaR/oA-216, Shastri Nagar,
Delhi-110052have changedmy
name toTrishnaGupta for all
purposes.

0040602055-1

IITarunSokhi D/O,Amarjeet
Sokhi R/oHNo-a-90, U/g/f
Block-a, ChanakyaPlacePart-
1,uttamNagarWestDelhi-
110059 have changedmyname
toTarunKaur Sokhi for all
purposes. 0040602350-1

IIRajeshKumarArora S/o
Harbans Lal AroraR/o
Emperior 2/902 8Th, Floor
Supertech EmeraldCourt,
Sector-93A,Noida, U.P. Rajesh
KumarAroraandRajeshArora
are SamePerson.

0070772526-1

IIPremParkashS/o Laxmi
NarayanR/oShanti Nagar,
1745/128, Tri Nagar, Delhi -
110035HaveChangedMyName
ToPremParkashRathor

0040602374-1

II Inderjeet Kaur ParmarW/o
Kuldip SinghR/oAc-1 2nd floor,
TagoreGardenDelhi-27 have
changedmyname from
Indeerjeet Kaur Parmar to
Inderjeet KaurParmar for all
futurepurposes.

0070772539-1

IIChhayaGoswamiAliasChhaya
SharmaW/O,GauravSharma
R/oB1/8A, YamunaVihar,
Delhi-110053. have changedmy
name toChhayaGaurav
Sharma for all purposes.

0040602348-1

I,TeenaW/o-Ravi KishoreR/o-
744,Third Floor,Pocket-
1,PaschimPuri Delhi-110063
have changedmyname to
TeenaKishore. 0040602403-7

I,SHGANGASINGH
BHIST,RESIDENTOF,VILL-
BOUNLI, P.O-JAMOLI, DIST-
ALMORA,UTTARAKHAND-
263667,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMEFROMSHGANGASINGH
BHISTTOSHGANGASINGH
BISHT,VIDE-AFFIDAVIT,
DATED.10-FEB-2022,ATNEW-
DELHI. 0040602408-8

I,Rajshekhar Pandey,S/O
SH.RAMESHCHANDRA
PANDEY,R/OROOM.NO.6B1
SNCOsMess,AFND,Race-
course,NEWDELHI-
110003,have changedmy
name,fromRajshekhar Pandey
toRaj Shekhar Pandey vide-
affidavit dated-10-2-2022.

0040602408-9

II,,KavitaRaniGuptaW/oAmit
GuptaR/o-J-14, First-Floor
JangpuraDelhi-110014,have
changedmyname toKavita
GuptaPermanently.

0040602364-2

II,,BajrangTiwari S/OGirish
ChandraTiwari R/OH-74 Street
no-6 shastri park, North East
Delhi-110053have changedmy
name toBajrangi Tiwari

0070772477-1

II,,AAnnuurraaddhhaaChandelW/o
Mahinder Pal R/o 471-472Main
Bazar SabzimandiMalkaganj
Delhi have changedmyname
toAnuradha. 0040602387-1

II,,AAnnjjuuBalaw/oBharat Bhushan,
R/oD-169, KrishnaPark, Devli
Road, Khanpur, Delhi-110062,
have changedmyname to
Bharti Arora, permanently

0040602403-5

II,,LLaalliittKumarChhabraS/o Late
K.L. ChhabraR/oA-23, Sector-
52, Noida(U.P) have changed
myname to Lalit Chhabra for
all purposes. 0040602361-1

II,,KKaannttaa w/o Jagbir Singh
Dahiya,R/oQtr no.32.Police
StationAshok-Vihar Phase 1
Ashok-ViharDelhi-52,have
changedmyname toKanta
Dahiya,for all purposes.

0040602397-6

II,,IIsshhaarrDassS/ORamRakha,R/O
12ANavsenaApartment,West
Enclave,PitamPura, Delhi-
110034,have changemyname
to ISHWARDASS,for all future
Purposes. 0040602397-3

II,,HHiitteennddrraaKumarS/oSatpal
Singh,R/o Flat.No-TF-2, H-
2/147,Mahavir EnclaveBengali-
ColonyPalam-VillageDelhi
have changedmyname to
HitendraKumarKadam.

0040602387-3

II,,GGAARRIIMMAA SINGHW/O JITENDER
SINGH, R/O10/7 3RDFLOOR
SARVAPRIYAVIHARSOUTH
DELHI-110016have changedmy
nameGARIMA toGARIMA
SINGH for all futurepurposes.

0040602326-1

II,,BBiikkrraamm SinghS/o-FatehSingh
R/o-A1003, SpringValley
Apartments, PlotNo.3-C,
Sector-11, Dwarka, NewDelhi-
110075have changedmyname
toBikramSinghGusain for,all
purposes. 0040602327-1

II,,BBhhuuppeennddeerrPrasad,s/oShri.
DwarikaPrasad,R/o-1253-c
gali.no.3-c B-blockbaba-
colonyburari,Delhi-110084,
have changedmyname to
Bhupender prasaduniyal,for
all purposes. 0040602397-5

II,,BBHHUUSSHHAANNMEHDIRATTA,W/o
KAILASHMENDIRATTA,
H.NO.7/19GROUND-FLOOROLD
RAJINDER-NAGARDELHI-
110060,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOBHUSHAN
MENDIRATTA. 0040602408-1

II,,AAttuullAnandS/oShri ShivNath
RoyR/oHouseNo.109/1, First
Floor, GautamNagar, New
Delhi-110049have changedmy
minor daughter’s name from
Vaibhavie aged 13 years to
VaibhavieAnand for all
purposes. 0040602387-10

II,,AAsshhookkAggarwal S/o-Manohar
Agarwal R/o-860, Kedar
Building, Clock-Tower, Subzi
Mandi, Delhi-110007have
changedmyname toAshok
KumarAggarwal for all
purposes. 0040602324-1

II,,AAiisshhwwaarryyaa JhambD/oSh.
Rajeev JhambR/o-34/20,Old
RajinderNagar,Delhi–110060,
have changedname from
Aishwarya Jhamb toRiya
Jhamb for all purposes.

0040602387-9

II,,AANNIITTAAAHLAWAT,SPOUSE
OF,RAKESHKUMARAHLAWAT,
R/o-V&PO-DIGHALTEH-
BERI,DISTT-JHAJJARSTATE-
HARYANA-124107,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAME,FROM
ANITAAHLAWATTOANITA,
VIDE-AFFIDAVIT, DATED.10-FEB-
2022. 0040602408-7

II,,ShailendraPrasadKarnaS/o
DigamberMallik R/oD-5,
EngineersPark, Sector-
Omega-1, GreaterNoida
GautamBuddhaNagarUttar
Pradesh- 201308, have changed
myminor Son’s name from
Anshumaanaged17 years to
AnshumaanKarna forever.

0070772545-1

II,,RajaAriya s/oOmPrakash
Arya, R/o 21/41, Punjabi Bagh
West, NewDelhi-110026, have
changedmyname toRaja
Arya, for all purposes

0040602353-2

II,,Rahul Singh resident ofA-16,
AdinathDuplex, Near Jain
Temple,Manjalpur, Vadodara,
Gujarat-390011havechanged
myson’sName fromRanveer
Singh toAbhiraj Singhvide
Affidavit date 11 Feb 2022
before SDMoffice kalkaji.

0040602375-1

II,,NeelamRaniW/oVinodBhatia
R/o-B-4/4 First-Floor, Paschim
ViharDelhi-110063,have
changedmyname toNeelam
Bhatia Permanently

0040602364-1

II,,Manjot SinghS/O Inderjeet
Singhbornon 15September
2000 residingat SiteNo-7
Houseno-10NewRajender
NagarNewDelhi-110060 , have
changedmyname toManjot
SinghSachdevavideaffidavit
dated 10 Feburary 2022 atNew
Delhi 0050191847-1

II,,Kushal Pal SinghYadav, R/o:
G-202, First Floor, Pushkar
Enclave, PaschimVihar, New
Delhi-63HaveChangedMy
Minor Son’sName from
AdvaitaYadav toAdvait Yadav.

0070772542-1

LLoossttOriginal Documents
i.e.Demand-Latter,of DDA
Flat.No.78-A, Janta-Flats,
Rampura, Delhi-110035.
favouringMukeshKumar
Gupta,S/o late Sh.RamKumar
Gupta FIR.LodgeVide-
LR.NO.114558/2022. Founder-
informat aboveaddress or
Mobile-No.9729875374

0040602364-3

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed
that my client Sh. Amar Singh S/o
Sh. Mani Lal R/o C6/98, Laxmi
Vihar Ext., Prem Nagar-3, Nithari,
Sultanpuri C-Block, Delhi -110086
have put an end to all their
relations with their son Sh.
Devender Kumar due to his bad
habits.
My abovenamed client have also
disowned and debarred his said
son from all their movable and
immovable properties. Anybody
dealing with Sh. Devender Kumar
will do so at his/her/their own risk,
cost and consequences and my
clients will not be responsible for
any act, deed or dealing done by
Sh. Devender Kumar.

Sd/- (AJAY ATRI) (ADVOCATE)
EN NO D/1445/2004

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for the information of public that
my clients DAVINDER KUMAR TYAGI
S/O LATE MASTER VED PRAKASH TYAGI
& SMT. RITA TYAGI W/O SH. DAVINDER
KUMAR TYAGI BOTH R/O A-7 & 8,
VIDYA VIHAR, HASTSAL, NEW DELHI-
110059, has severed all their relations
and connections with their son NIKHIL
TYAGI and daughter-in-law NIDHI
TYAGI and have debarred and
disowned them from all their moveable
and immoveable properties because
they are out of control of my clients
and they will have no claim in their
properties. Anybody dealing with them
shall do so at his/her own risk and
responsibility.

RAJAN MAHAJAN (Advocate)
Regn. No.D-34194

!$���� � #���
,� 6	������� .
%���2�� 	4�� 1���
1����� /4	 0�� )�-������ (4	�
-��#� %	�6��%� %���
���� &�	��
-�����'4��� &�	�������# � �4�
��54���� ��� ��� $
�� *�
4�
���� ��6�4����� ��� ���� 1
��
$��� 4�� ����� �4������ $������
� �� $� � � � � � � �
 4 	 	 � � �

��45	���

��45	� 
��
������
4�� ������� ��� ��	4����� ���

���
 ��� �� ����� 54��5��4�����
4�� �		�
������ ,� 6	������� ��4		
��� 5� ���
����5	� ��� 4�� �� �����
46� �� ������

����� "�%
�% ���
	&%���
��� ���� ��	&����� ����� ����

�	�
�� ��� �����

PUBLIC NOTICE
TO BE known to all that I, Manish Goel S/o
Late Sh. Ashok Goel R/o A-77, Ashok Vihar,
Phase-1, Delhi-110052 have lost my original
property documents i.e. GPA, Agreement to
sell, possession letter, receipt, Will of property
bearing no. A-77, Ashok Vihar, Phase-1,
Delhi, and Demand notice, possession slip
and allotment letter, Perpetual deed, re-
conveyacne deed of property no. A-77, Block
A, Plot no. 77, Wazirpur, Ashok Vihar, Delhi,
on dated 28.09.2021, in somewhere and not
traceable. Hence this notice is hereby given
that no person should do any legal transaction
in respect of the said property without consent
of Sh. Manish Goel. If any person/s doing the
same is doing at her/his/their own risk and for
that Manish Goel shall not be responsible, At
the same any transaction is done by any
person in respect of the said property shall not
be binding in Sh. Manish Goel. An NCR on
this effect has been lodged Vide LR No.
1110616/2021 dated 28/12/2021: Finder May
contact: 9958600072.

Sd/- (VIRENDER SAROHA)
ADVOCATE

Chamber No. 19-A,
Near Court Room No. 12, Post Office Lane,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
“lt in notified for the information of General
Public that my clients (1) SMT. USHA BALI W/O
Shri GHRI CHANDER SHEKHAR BALI & (2)
SHRI CHANDER SHEKHAR BALI S/O LATE
KRISHAN CHAND BALI BOTH R/O RZ-83,
MANAS KUNJ, OPPOISITE N.R. JINDAL
PUBLIC SCHOOL, UTTAM NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110059 have severed all their relations
and connections with their an SHRI TUSHAR
BALI, his wife SMT. TANU BALI and their
children because they are out of control of my
clients and have debared them from their all
moveable and immoveable properties”.
“Any body deals with them at his/her/their own
risk, cost and expenses. My clients shall neither
liable nor responsible for their acts, deeds and
things under any circumstances”.

Sd/-
GAUTAM KUMAR SINGH

Advocate
Regn. No. D/2423/1999

´fW»fZ ¸fZSf ³ff¸f Jagdish Kumar
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CROSSWORD4662

ACROSS
1Validateone’s rights insuch
a lowbudget (10)
8Doctor, Ihavereduced
energy(5)
9Whenthere’sachangeof
plea,menselecta jury (7)
10Givenmarks forhaving
beenobservant (7)
11Sostupid Iomit to include it
inapeculiarexpression(5)
12Remainsholy? (6)
14Possibly trains forabig
effort (6)
17CityofArabs (5)
19Moved, I re-echothe
goodbye(7)
21PossiblyhearoutUSwriter
(7)
22Unitsorderedtopartof
NorthAfrica (5)
23Farmerswhoarealso
compatriots (10)

DOWN
2Alubricantmadespecially
for locks (4,3)
3Akeyholeaffair (5)
4Veryup-to-dateconclusion
inanessay(6)
5 I’mthetypetomakean
impression(7)
6Ginthat isa formofbottled
spirits (5)
7They flysomeflag in trouble
(10)
8Shareout is triedbutasan
alternative (10)
13Cat isgivenwater inFrench
countryhouse (7)
15Fix thescore tosuit the
players (7)
16Give firmbackingtoacraze
that’smystical (6)
18Averygoodbearer (5)
20Arecordnumberof
runners in the field (5)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Seldomhaveyou
been insuchastrong
positiontomake
decisivemoves.

You're finding itmucheasier
than inthepast to take
decisionswithoutarousing
opposition fromclose
colleaguesandassociates.
That'saveryspecial skill, and
onewhichwill standyou in
goodstead inthe future.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
You'renotsupposed
tobean intellectual,
yetMercury's
relationship to

radical, revolutionary, inventive
Uranushasbeensupplyingyou
withthebestandbrightest
ideas in town.Youhavethe
chancetoproveallyour
detractorsandcritics
completelywrong.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
TheMoonnowturns
yourattentionback
towardsroutine
issuesof survival.

Over thenext fewweeksyou
mustensure thatanynewoffers
oralterations inyourearnings
willbe toyouradvantage. It'sall
aboutmakingcertain thatyour
dreamscometrue.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Eventhosewho
wereoncesoclose
orsupportivemay
nowbegoingtheir

ownways.Don'tpanic:
partners, colleaguesand
associateswillbedoing
youagoodturn if they
loosenthebondsevena little.
Perhapsyoushouldhavethe
confidencetostandonyour
ownfeet.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Shaken,butnot
stirred, that'swhat
yourplanetsare
at themoment.

Evenunwelcomeor
unexpectedchangeswill
be toyouradvantage in the
longrun, such is thebeneficial
power tobe felt fromthe
Sun influencingtheregion
of yourchartdealingwith long-
termhopesandwishes.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Currentplanetary
activity is forcingyou
to lookoutside the
narrowlimitsof your

currentexistence. If youwishto
resuscitate long-buried
ambitions,especially in the
personal sphere,nowisyour
chance.This timeyoucando it
withoutworryingaboutother
people'sopposition.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Fiveplanets inangles
of yourchart ruling
homeandworkare
boundtoraisemajor

issues.Thequestion iswhether
theemotional satisfactionyou
receive frompublicaffairswill
besufficient to takeyourmind
off certain familyordomestic
frustrations.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
Youhavemadethe
rightmoves,and
nowit isuptoothers
tomaketherequired

concessions.However, if
youstartbeingunreasonable
anddemandingcontrition
frompartners, eventsmay
eventuallyblowupinyour face.
Give themall thespace they
needtocometotermswith
theirbehaviour.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Partnersnowneed
tohavetheir say.
Youmustbe
preparedtowaita

little longerbeforeyouseeyour
plansand ideasput into
practice.Anddoremember
that, for thenext fourweeks,
certainadditional restrictions
willbeplacedonyour
freedomof action.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
You'renotentirely
incontrolof
circumstancesat the
moment.Oneplan

orpropositioncannotbe
developedmuchfurther
untilothersprovetheyare
readytoplay their fullpart. I
canseethatanyhelpand
assistanceyourequirewillbe
forthcoming justassoonas
yousaytheword.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Beingsoemotional,
theMooncanbe
an irritating
influence from

theAquarianpointof view.
Youmayberemindedof a
numberof responsibilities
thatyouwouldrather forgetor
pushtooneside.But, then, it's
alwaysuncomfortable to
face thetruth.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Youmaybe feeling
rather restricted
orrestless,but I
hopethat today's

gentle lunaralignmentswill
calmyoudown.Youwill realise
that it isnogood longing for
another timeorplaceandthat
it'swhereyouarenowthat
counts.Theanswers toyour
questionsarerightunder
yournose.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S

O
LU

TI
O
N
S
U
D
O
K
U
4
74

2

Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
___comesbutonceinalifetime.-HenryWadsworthLongfellow(5)

SOLUTION:EMOTE,TUMMY,BYPLAY,HECTOR
Answer:Youthcomesbutonceinalifetime.-HenryWadsworthLongfellow

EEMOT ABLPYY

MMTYU ROCHET

SolutionsCrossword4661:Across:1Blithe,4Pippin,9Leotard,10Slang,11Assai,
12Element,13King’sransom,18Doleful,20Rebel,22Amigo,23Shallow,24
Salads,25Versed.Down: 1Ballad,2Irons,3Heading,5Issue,6Placebo,7Nights,8
Addedrelish,14Illwill,15Narrate,16Ideals,17Flawed,19Flood,21Bells.

JUMBLEDWORDS

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDALOVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

THE DELHI HIGH COURT on Friday sus-
pended the Executive Committee of the
Table Tennis Federation of India (TTFI) and
decidedtoappointanadministrator fordis-
chargingits functions,afterperusingthere-
portofathree-memberpanelconstitutedby
it last year to look into theallegationsmade
by top paddlerManika Batra. Justice Rekha
Palli said that the court’s faith in the sports
bodywasshakenandthatitsconductprima
facieappearedtobeblameworthyasperthe
committee report in which it has been
opined that TTFI was, in fact, safeguarding
theinterestsof itsofficialsinsteadofpromot-
ing theplayers.
“TheexecutivecommitteeoftheTTFIwill

no longerbeallowedto takeanydecisionor
interfere with the manner in which the
Administratorwilldecidetodischargeduties
assignedtoitundertheCode,”saidthecourt.
It also said that there was no explanation
forthcomingastowhySoumyadeepRoywas
appointednationalcoachwhenheisrunning
hispersonalacademy,andsaidthecommit-
teehastermeditaconflictof interest.
“Thereportalsoshowsthatthecommit-

teealsoobservedthatrespondentno.3even
afterbeingappointed thenational coachby
respondent no. 1was continuing to run his
academy. In these circumstances, this court
hasleftwithnooptionbuttoappointanad-
ministrator,” it said. On September 23, the
courtonBatra’spetitionhadstayedtheTTFI’s
rulesmandating compulsoryattendanceof
playersatthenationalcoachingcampforse-
lection for international events.
It had also recorded the Centre’s state-

ment that itwill initiatean independent in-
quiryintoBatra’scomplaintagainsttheman-
agementof TTFI,particularly theconductof
national coach Roy -whom she accused of
repeatedly asking her to lose an Olympic
qualifyingmatch inMarch in favour of one
of the traineesathisprivateacademy.
The court, however, also said that since

there are a number of tournaments sched-
uledinthecomingmonths,themembersof
theexecutivecommitteeareexpectedtoren-
der assistance to the administrator as and
when required. The name of the adminis-
trator,most likelya former judge, andother
persons to be appointedwith him/herwill
be announced by the court later. The court
alsosaidthatifaninquiryisnotdirectedtobe
conductedintotheaffairsofTTFIandthead-
ministrator is not appointed to run the fed-
erationaftersuspendingtheexecutivebody,
the courtwill be failing in its duty not only
towards the sportspersons of this country
butalso towards thegeneralpublic itself.

HC suspends
TTFI executive
panel after
Manika’s plea

SHASHANKNAIR
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY11

INDIA’S SOLE ATHLETE AT the Beijing
Olympics hails from Kashmir. Arif Khan
took upwinter sports after being encour-
agedbyhis father,whoownsaski shopand
was taught everything there is about the
Himalayas by Colonel Narendra Kumar –
oneof the first Indians toscale theSiachen
Glacier and a teammember of Operation
Meghdoot to seize control of the Siachen
Glacier in 1984.
‘If you’reanathlete, this shouldbeyour

dream,’ saidGulmarg’sArif inan Instagram
postwhile standing in frontof theOlympic
rings at the Yanqing National Alpine Ski
Centre, 90 kms northwest of Beijing. He is
India’s lone entrant to the 2022 Winter
Olympics and made history when he be-
camethe first Indianmantoqualify for two
events– slalomandgiant slalom- ina sin-
gleWinter Olympics.
Qualifying for his first Olympics took

place on the slopes of Dubai’s artificial
snow. It was further followed by a quota
spot in men’s giant slalom, earned in
Kolasin,Montenegro.
This dream of Arif’s was set in motion

waybeforehewasevenborn. In the1980s,
Colonel Kumar and his family set up
Mercury Himalayan Explorations. For 36
years,YasinKhanworkedwith India’spre-
mier mountaineering family, setting up a
tourism industry in Gulmarg. Hewas part
of the business when Colonel Kumar’s
daughter Shailaja participated in the 1988
Calgary Winter Olympics for India in the
slalomevent.
Six years after he saw his employer’s

daughter become the first Indian woman
toparticipate intheWinterOlympics,Yasin
set up his own shop in Gulmarg, across a
slope that received fresh snowfall. And
thenhis son prompted him to dream.
“I still remember the day I entered

Gulmarg for the first time. There was so
much snow when we were walking
throughthosegalis towardsmyfather’s ski
shop.Thenextdayhestoodbesidemeand
helped me put on the boots, tighten the
bindingsandgetontotheskis,” remembers
Arif.
It took the senior Khan four days to be

convincedthathemighthave just seenan-
other Olympian-in-the-making. It wasn’t
just the fish-to-water nature of his son’s
first snow experience, but the lack of fear
heshowedwhileskiingdownhill. Itwasal-
most as if hewas born to do this.
“Darpoknahi tha (hewasn’tscared),”his

father sumsup.
That statement would ring true as a

young Arif began to travel outside India
even as he hit teenage years. The family’s

business – Kashmir Alpine Ski Shop at
HighlandsPark -madeenoughtodedicate
amajor chunk of earnings to send him for
competitions across the world. Turkey,
Spain, Iran – wherever there was an icy
slope, ayoungKashmiri teenager, all alone
in thatpartof theworld,wouldbepresent.
But money soon became a factor in

Arif’s development. He was well aware of
pioneers like Shiva Kesavan, who was al-
ways in fund-raising mode, with no real
government support for the Winter
Olympians. Years of being in the wilder-
ness, and slowly clawing his way into the
contention in a sport that barely made an
impression on the rest of the country,
would have made someone less deter-
minedgiveup.But thefamilybusinesskept
Arif afloat. Friends and well-wishers kept
chipping in over the years.

Controversy & setback
Itwasn’tuntil2017thatArif hadhis first

real sniff of a hope of making it to the
Olympics. The Pyeongchang Games were

finallymeant tobehisdebutonthebiggest
stage. But the leanbusiness years of 2016-
18 had hit the family hard. Coupled with
that, a controversy erupted in the Indian
winter sports community when news
leaked that Arif had visited Pakistan.

“He was the South Asian champion at
the time. Invites for the event in Pakistan
had been sent to the best skiers in the
world. The ski federation president gave
himpermissiontogoaswell.Hewascalled
an anti-Indian,” said Arif’s father.
Arif was supposed to take part in five

different events in an attempt to qualify
shortly after. But the turbulent period had
taken its toll andhefailed inhisattempts to
enter his first Olympics. “I missed out on
the funding for the Olympics by Rs 1.5
lakh,” chuckled the former Army School
alumnioverphonewhenrecalling theset-
back.
With PyeongChang in the rear-view

mirror, Arif decided to double up on his
trainingaswell ashis fundingsources. But
a couple of years later, Covid struck.
Business intheKashmirValley,alreadybot-
tlenecked,was suddenly a trickle.
“Tourism is always dependent on the

situation in Kashmir. If there is a good sit-
uation, tourism is good. Ahugenumber of
people come in forwinter sport activities.
But if thesituation in thevalley isdifferent,
hardly anyone comes,”Arif told The Indian
Express. But then the first wave subsided
and Indiansstarted to flock in recordnum-
bers toGulmarg.Difficulty ingoingabroad
waswhat did the trick, said Arif.
“Covid actually brought business back

tousbecausetherewasnowhereelse togo.
Europe was closed for Indian tourists and
the only destination that was open was
Kashmir. Almost 50 percent more people
cameduring thisperiod for tourism. Itwas
one of the best years we have ever had in
Kashmir.”
The sudden rise in business, coupled

withArif having to sit out the2020 season
becauseof thevirus,broughtaboutabump
in his wallet unlike previous years. A
European training stint followedand then
a chance encounter in Gulmarg turned
everything on its head.
Amember of the Jindal familywas ski-

ing in Gulmarg and a successful meeting
betweenfather, sonandcorporate funding
tookplace.Today,40percentofArif’s train-
ing expenses are taken care of by JSW. The
rest come from his inclusion in Target
OlympicPodiumScheme(TOPS)aswell as
the JammuandKashmirgovernment’scof-
fers. “We tried tomake the story of some-
one from India being a part of theWinter
Olympicsas themainattraction,” saidArif.
He succeeded in doing so, even though it
took over 120 international events, disap-
pointmentsgalore–evenaweddingpost-
ponement. Earlymorning on Sunday, that
success gets itsmoment in the snow.
WatchArifKhan’sGiantSlalomevent

onFebruary13,SundayonOlympics.com
(Run 1 – 7:45 AM IST, Run 2 – 11:15 AM
IST).

India’s moment in the snow
Gulmarg’sArif Khanhashadtoovercomeseveral setbacksandconstraints torealiseOlympicdream

Itwasn’tuntil2017thatArifhad
his first real sniff of ahopeof
makingit totheOlympics.The
PyeongchangGameswere
finallymeanttobehisdebuton
thebiggeststage.Butthe lean
businessyearsof2016-18had
hit thefamilyhard.Coupled
withthat,acontroversyerupted
intheIndianwintersports
communitywhennewsleaked
thatArifhadvisitedPakistan.

IndianskierArifKhanalongwithteamcoachLudarThakur. Instagram/Arifkhanskier

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BEIJING, FEBRUARY11

RUSSIANFIGURESKATERKAMILAValieva's
right to compete in the women's event at
the Beijing Olympics will be decided at an
urgent hearing at the Court of Arbitration
for Sport.
BoththeWorldAnti-DopingAgencyand

theInternationalTestingAgency?onbehalf
of theIOC--saidFridaytheywouldfightthe
decision by Russia's anti-doping agency to
allow the 15-year-old Valieva to skate. The
RussianagencyprovisionallybannedValieva
Tuesdaybecause she failed adoping test in
December.Afteranappeal, theagencylifted
thebanWednesday.
Valievaistheheavyfavorite inherevent,

whichbeginsTuesday.Shesetworldrecord
scoresthisseasonandlandedthefirstquad
jump by a woman at an Olympics as the
RussianOlympicCommitteewonthe team
event.TheROCsaid itwill fight tokeepthat
goldmedal,andValievahaspassionatesup-
port from the Kremlin. The ITA confirmed
reports that Valieva tested positive for the
banned substance trimetazidine at the
Russian national championships in St.
Petersburg sixweeksago.
Thepositivetestwasflaggedbyalabora-

tory in Sweden only on Tuesday ? the day
after Valieva helped the Russians win the
teameventandjusthoursbeforethemedal
ceremony, which was then postponed.
Whether the Russians will lose that gold
medalwill bedecided later.
An AP request for comment by the

Swedish lab on the delaywas not immedi-
atelyanswered.Valievawashitwithanim-
mediate interim ban from the Beijing
OlympicsbytheRussiananti-dopingagency
known as RUSADA, which oversaw testing
at the national championships. On
Wednesday, a RUSADA disciplinary panel
upheld her appeal and overturned the
skater's interimban.
Therushedhearingatwillonlyconsider

the question of theprovisional ban at these
Games,saidtheInternationalTestingAgency,
which is prosecuting on behalf of the IOC.
TheITAwasformedbytheIOCin2018inthe
wakeof theRussiandopingscandaltoman-
age international testing and to design the
anti-dopingprogramfortheOlympics. "The
IOCwill exercise its right to appeal and not
towaitforthereasoneddecisionbyRUSADA,
becauseadecisionisneededbeforethenext
competition the athlete is due to take part
in," the testingagencysaid.
Asa15-year-old,Valievahasprotections

in the theWorld Anti-Doping Code. Under
theguidelines,shecouldultimatelyreceive
just a simple reprimand.

Doping hearing
to decide
Russian skater’s
Olympic fate
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SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,FEBRUARY11

THESTORYgoeslikethis...Aftertheinaugu-
ral Indian Premier League auction in 2008,
then Royal Challengers Bangalore owner
VijayMallya got a phone call froma friend,
who “congratulated” him for building “a
verygoodTestteam”.RCBwereinforarude
awakening in the opening game, when
BrendonMcCullumblasted 158 not out off
73 balls, while RCB’s top order - which in-
cluded Rahul Dravid, Wasim Jaffer and
JacquesKallis - fizzled.
Fourteen seasons down the line, as the

stageissetforanothermegaauctionaheadof
the15theditionofthetournament,franchises
have become smarter. They have got an un-
derstandingoftheT20formatanditsrequire-
ments.Franchisesnowfocusoncurrentform
andpotential.Theywantvalueformoney.
The auction list of 590 cricketers has 10

marqueenamesupfront,eachhavingabase
priceofRs2crore.Theywouldopenthepro-
ceedingsof atwo-dayauctioninBengaluru
onSaturdayandSunday.Sixof thoseplayers
–RavichandranAshwin,TrentBoult,Shikhar
Dhawan, Faf duPlessis,MohammedShami
and David Warner – form the OT (over
thirty)brigade.Don’tbesurprisedtoseeone
or two of them going unsold in the first
roundof theauction.
“It’s a two-day auction andwhile you go

totheroomwithacertainplan,opportunities
mightariseandyouhavetobereadywithad-
equatemoneytobepartofabiddingwar,”said
afranchisechiefexecutive.
TakethecaseofDhawan.Heis36yearsof

age andhas been left out of India’s T20I set-
up.HisT20strikerateistouching125opening
the innings andaccording to some franchise
insiders, the left-hander isbeing lookedatas
a bargain buy rather than someone who
promptstheownerstobreakthebank.
A similar thought process exists for 37-

year-oldduPlessisdespitehismatch-winning
59-ball 86 for Chennai Super Kings in last
year’s final.His IPL formlast termdidn’t lead
toCricketSouthAfricaconsideringhimforthe
T20WorldCup.Heisunlikelytobeahotprop-
ertyatthisyear’sauctioneither.
“To a certain extent, old bonding plays a

part.Butbeyondacertainlevel,youcannotbe
lookingatwhatIwouldsayisourattachment.
It is going to be decided on the future of the
team,”CSKchiefexecutiveKasiViswanathan
toldTheIndianExpress.
Warner, however, is likely to havemany

takers,notwithstandinghisunavailabilityfor
the first fewmatches of the IPL. TheAussies
will be touring Pakistan until April 5 and
CricketAustraliaisnotreleasingplayersonna-
tionalteamdutyfortheIPL.Andyet,Warner,
a captaincymaterial and batting x-factor, is
likelytodrawbigbids.
AsforShreyasIyer,somefranchiseinsiders

areexpectinghimtobeoneofthetopbuysat
theauction.
Goingtothebowlersinthemarqueelist,it

is learnt that Shami and Boult are the first
names onmany teams’wish list. Shami is a
fast-bowling royalty,while Boult’s left-arm
paceiscovetedbycaptainsandcoaches.That
bothPatCumminsandKagisoRabadawould
missagoodchunkof thefirsthalfof theIPL–
SouthAfrica’sseriesagainstBangladeshends
on April 11 –makes Boult, and compatriot
LockieFerguson,anattractiveproposition,as
theyareavailablefortheentiredurationofthe
tournament.

Meanwhile,Ashwin,ashetoldIPLauction-
eer RichardMadley on his YouTube show,
would like to return tohis old franchiseCSK.
Thispaperunderstandsthatthefour-timeIPL
champions,too,aren’taversetobringinghim
backtothe fold.Thenagain, it’sanopenauc-
tionandnothingcanbepredictedbeforehand.

PSL factor
Franchises these dayswork like football

clubs,withtheirscoutskeepingaclosewatch
on different T20 leagues around theworld.
Littlewonderthenthateverybodyiskeeping
aneyeontheongoingPakistanSuperLeague
andperformancesthereareexpectedtohave
aseriousknock-oneffectattheIPLauction.
Onlyafewdaysago,JasonRoy(baseprice

Rs 2 crore) blazed to a 57-ball 116, including
11 fours and eight sixes, playing for Quetta
GladiatorsanddecimatingaLahoreQalandars
bowling attack that boasted Shaheen Shah
Afridi,HarisRauf andRashidKhan. Such im-

pactperformanceshavetraditionallybeenre-
wardedhandsomelyattheIPLauctions.
Just a day before the 2018 IPL auction,

Mumbai all-rounder Shivam Dube had
whacked Baroda spinner Swapnil Singh for
fiveconsecutivesixesinaRanjiTrophyfixture.
Attheauction,RCBboughthimforRs5crore.
In2019,theIPLauctionwitnessedYashasvi

Jaiswal’srags-to-richesstory–aRs2.4-crore
buy for Rajasthan Royals on the heels of his
203 off 154 balls for Mumbai in the Vijay
HazareTrophy.
From that perspective, watch out for

ShahrukhKhan,whocomesintotheauction
withabasepriceofRs40lakh.Hislast-ballsix
against Karnataka towin the SyedMushtaq
AliTrophyforTamilNaduisstillfreshinmem-
ory. Punjab Kings released himbut the 26-
year-old has becomeapart of Indian team’s
white-ballset-upsince.“Finishersareatapre-
miumatthemoment.Shahrukhhasfantastic
potential,”saidafranchiseofficial.

Caribbean fast bowler Alzarri Josephdid
noharmtohisauctionprospects,throughhis
openingspell inthesecondODIagainstIndia
onWednesday.AtweetfromHarbhajanSingh
followed: “Kon banega crorepati in the
#IPLAuctionIthinkALZARRIJOSEPHwillbea
crorepati”.

’Keepers in demand
Wicketkeeperswould be in demand, es-

peciallythosewhoopentheinnings.Themar-
queelisthasdeKock,whileIshanKishan,too,
is entering theauctionat abasepriceof Rs2
croreandmatchestheSouthAfrican’sprofile.
Mumbai Indianshavereleasedbothof them
andareexpectedtogoall-out forat leastone
of those players. Another two ’keeper-bats-
men franchises are very interested in are
Nicholas Pooran and JonnyBairstow. India’s
KSBharatwouldcarryhis enhancedreputa-
tion,thankstohispyrotechnicsforRCBagainst
DelhiCapitals lastyearandanexcellentVijay
Hazare Trophy for Andhrawhere he scored
twocenturies.
One significant approachof this auction

could be that teams go big for Indian play-
ers;batsmen, fastbowlersandspinners. It’s
a vast talent pool and the likes of Harshal
Patel and Chetan Sakariya, for example,
would benefit from this approach. Prasidh
Krishna,too, isfreshfromhis4/12inthesec-
ondODIagainst theWest Indies.The Indian
spinners’poolhasastellarstar-castcompris-
ing the likes of Yuzvendra Chahal, Krunal
Pandya,WashingtonSundar,KuldeepYadav
andRahulChahar.
“Indianplayersareequallygood,ifnotbet-

ter.Therewillbenoissueswiththeiravailabil-
ity. Also,with the Covid situation still being
fluid,investinginIndianplayersmakessense,”
saidafranchiseheadcoach.
At least four players from the IndiaU-19

WorldCup-winning teamcanearn lucrative
contracts;batsmanYashDhull,mediumpacer
RajvardhanHangargekar, left-arm spinner
VickyOstwal and all-rounder Raj Bawa. The
lastnamehasexciteda lotof franchiseswith
hisall-roundshowintherecent finalagainst
EnglandU-19.

Teamstrategies
Amegaauction iswhere franchisesbuild

their squads from scratch. Different teams
have different strategies. A very successful
franchise likeCSKthathas thrivedonretain-
ingacoregroupovertheyearsandbuildinga
family, is lookingatthefuture.
“Thisauctionisgoingtobeaverydifficult

one, because it’s amega auctionwith two
(new)teamscoming in. Itwouldbeverydif-
ficult foranyof the franchises togetback the
playerswhomwewant.Maybe,wewill be
looking for the future also.Wehave to take
that into account, as a new cycle starts,”
Viswanathantoldthispaper.
RCB,meanwhile,looktobuildtheirsquads

around three retained players – Virat Kohli,
GlennMaxwell andMohammedSiraj. They
arehopingtogetbacksomeoftheiroldhands.
“Wehavegotsomeplayersthere(intheauc-
tionpool)wehaveseendevelopovertheyears
andifthere’sachancetogetthembackatRCB
andcontinuetheirdevelopment,thenwewill
certainly look to do that,” RCB’s director of
cricketoperationsMikeHessonsaidinavideo
postbythefranchise.
Delhi Capitals, on the other hand, are fo-

cusingonsevenotherplayersapart fromthe
retained four – Rishabh Pant, Axar Patel,
PrithviShawandAnrichNortje–tostrikethe
right balance. “Now,wewant to get seven
players,who can give usmore balance basi-
cally.That’sourimportantgoalandthat’sthe
challenge to be honest,” DC assistant coach
PravinAmresaid.
Asregardstothetwonewteams,Lucknow

SuperGiants andGujarat Titans, theyhave a
blank sheet toworkwith.NoRight toMatch
(RTM) card gives thema level playing field.
According to sources, Lucknoware targeting
anattackingspinner tobowl intandemwith
RaviBishnoi.

Veterans on sticky wicket
Withfranchises lookingto
build for the future in
megaauction,many in
theirmidto late30swith
highbasepricemayfind
thegoingtough
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SPRINT STARGATLINHANGSHIS SPIKES
U.S. sprinter Justin Gatlin has announced his retirement from athletics after a
career that included an Olympic gold medal, several world titles and a pair of
doping bans. Gatlin, a three-time Olympian whose bid to qualify for last year's
Tokyo Games ended when he aggravated a hamstring injury during the U.S. tri-

als, made the announcement in a social media post late on Thursday. REUTERS

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
FEBRUARY 11

COLLECTIVELY,WestIndieswereashambles,
theirbattinginparticular.Yetagain,theirtop
orderwas in give-awaymode, playingwith
thegaietyof recreationalcricket.169allout,
chasing266forvictory,completeda3-0ODI
seriessweepforIndia.UnderlightsatMotera,
the hosts barely broke a sweat.
Commentating for thehostbroadcaster, Ian
Bishop called for setting up a High-
PerformanceCentre in theCaribbean.
TheWest Indies bowlingwas good and

someindividualgainsweretheironlytake-
away from this defeat. Alzarri Joseph and
Odean Smith enhanced their reputations
aheadof theIndianPremierLeagueauction.
Josephwentunsold lastyear. Inall like-

lihood, it would be different this time.
Smith (36, 18 balls) added his batting py-
rotechnics to his bowling, laying into
KuldeepYadavandprobablyupsetting the
chinamanbowler’sauctionprospectsabit.
But in the context of the third ODI, which
India won by 96 runs, it was just delaying
the inevitable.
Thehosts, too, suffereda top-ordercol-

lapse, but thatwasmostlydownto theex-
cellent Joseph (2/54), bending his back on
abouncyanda little two-pacedpitch.Virat
Kohli fell prey to a soft dismissal, caught
downtheleg-side, somethingthathappens
duringa leanpatch.Kohli ishavinganelon-
gated one, and he had a rueful smile after
getting out for a duck.
Rohit Sharma,whohadstartedoffwith

a rasping square cut against Kemar Roach
off the first ball of thematch, was Joseph’s
firstscalp.TheIndiacaptainwentforacover
drive without moving his feet and inside-
edged a fullish delivery on to the stumps.
Kohli’s wicket a couple of balls later gave
Joseph adouble-wicketmaiden. Itwas the
secondtimeintheseries thathedismissed
SharmaandKohli in the sameover.
The returning Shikhar Dhawan de-

parted in Smith’s first over, failing to han-
dle the extra bounce and India were 42/3
in the 10th over. KL Rahul sat out of this
game owing to a niggle and Shreyas Iyer
came atNo. 4 after recovering fromCovid.
He had Rishabh Pant for company to res-
urrect India’s innings.Bothscoredhalf-cen-
turies, in contrastingstyles, andadded110
runs for the fourth wicket. If Pant’s knock
was silken, Iyer’s was a tad laboured. But

the latter gradually grew into the game.
Pant’s batting in a way defines the

Orwellian ‘doublethink’,whichsimultane-
ously accepts responsibility and irrespon-
sibility. He is capable of sublime aswell as
messy stuff. Nobody knows which Pant
wouldturnup.OnFriday, itwasthe former,
with all his grace andwide range of shots.
The left-hander gave himself time, didn’t
err inshot selectionandmadebatting look
easy.Hewas theonlybatsmanwholooked
comfortable right from the beginning.

Making it look easy
Pantchargeddownthetrackonlywhen

FabianAllen luredhimwith flight. Theball
went several rows back over the long-on
boundary. From thereon, he was having a
walk in the park. Dancing down to Kemar
Roach and flat-batting a delivery from the
pace bowler for four showed his audacity.

A47-ball fiftywas thebestpieceof batting
ontheday. Itpromiseda lotmore,butPant
misjudged the length of a HaydenWalsh
delivery andwas caught behind for 56.
Iyerwas taking thegamedeep, looking

set for a big one. His dismissal on 80 came
against the runof play.Hewent inside-out
and tried to clear long-off without getting
to the pitch of aWalsh delivery, giving the
leg-spinner his secondwicket.
Deepak Chahar scored a valuable run-

a-ball 38. He had singlehandedly taken
India very close to victory in the third ODI
inSouthAfrica.Theteammanagementhad
preferred Shardul Thakur over him in the
first twomatches here. Given an opportu-
nity, theswing-bowlingall-rounderput in
another fineperformance; twowicketson
top of his batting contribution.
Once Indiahadputup265, theywere in

command.West Indies had bowledmore
than three extra overs – 18wides and ano-
ball.Themunificenceof theWest Indies top
order made the hosts’ job easy. A
Mohammed Siraj nip-backer struck Shai
Hope above the knee-roll. But the opener
chose to walk, when a reviewwould have
overturnedtheon-fieldumpire’sLBWdeci-
sionastheballwasheadingoverthestumps.

Brandon King causally poked at a
Chahar outswinger and was caught by
SuryakumarYadavatsecondslip.Shamarh
Brooks softly sliced another Chahar deliv-
ery to Iyer at point andDarrenBravowent
for an expansive drive, playing away from
his body, against Prasidh Krishna, when
Sharmahadkept a second slip. Kohli glee-
fully accepted the catch. At 68/4, the
touristsweredown.WhenPrasidhbeauti-
fully set up Jason Holder and did him in
with extra bounce, theywere out.
Kuldeep returned to the fold as

Yuzvendra Chahal’s replacement after a
seven-month surgery-forced hiatus.
Sharma brought him on when there was
very little pressure and the spinner ac-
counted for Fabian Allen and Nicholas
Pooran.Butunder thepumpagainstSmith,
he looked clueless.
A couple of dropped catches, both off

Siraj’s bowling, didn’t go down well with
the India captain. Sharma made his dis-
pleasure known.

Brief scores: India 265 (Shreyas 80,
Pant 56, Holder 4-34) beat West Indies
169 (Odean 36, Prasidh 3-27, Siraj 3-29)
by 96 runs

Collapso Series: West Indian batting fails again, India win series 3-0

Shreyas Iyerand RishabhPant (right)
resurrectedthe inningsafter India
sufferedatop-ordercollapse. PTI

Theauction listof 590cricketershas10marqueenamesupfront, eachhavinga
basepriceofRs2crore.

Rahul,Axarruledout
ofT20Iseries
Mumbai: Indiavice-captainKLRahul
and all-rounder Axar Patel were on
Friday ruled out of the three-match
T20IseriesagainsttheWestIndiesbe-
ginning in Kolkata from February 16
dueto injurieswithRuturajGaikwad
andDeepakHoodareplacingthemin
the squad. While Rahul has suffered
a hamstring injurywhile fielding in
the second ODI on February 9, Axar
has not fully recovered fromhis shin
injurythatalsoforcedhimtomissthe
SouthAfricatour.Thespinnerhadalso
recently tested positive for COVID,
saidBCCI. "Rahul sustainedanupper
left hamstring strain during fielding
in the2ndODIon9thFebruary2022
while Axar has resumed the final
stage of his rehabilitation after re-
centlyrecoveringfromCovid-19.They
willnowheadtotheNationalCricket
Academy in Bengaluru for further
managementof theirinjury,"saidthe
BCCI inastatement.
T20I squad:Rohit Sharma (Captain),
IshanKishan,ViratKohli,ShreyasIyer,
Surya Kumar Yadav, Rishabh Pant
(wicket-keeper), Venkatesh Iyer,
DeepakChahar,ShardulThakur,Ravi
Bishnoi, Yuzvendra Chahal,
Washington Sundar, Mohd. Siraj,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Avesh Khan,
Harshal Patel, Ruturaj Gaikwad,
DeepakHooda.

Australiadrawfirst
bloodagainstLanka
Sydney: Australia defeated Sri Lanka
by20runsinitsfirstTwenty20match
since capturing the T20World Cup
last November in the United Arab
Emirates. SriLankafinishedwith122
runs for eightwicketsonFridayafter
Australiascored149-9afterSriLanka
captainDasunShanakawon the toss
and sent the home side in to bat. Sri
Lanka's required run total was ad-
justed under the Duckworth-Lewis
systemdue to a short rain delay that
reducedthevisitors'oversto19. Josh
Hazlewood led Australia with four
wickets for 12 runs in his four overs
while Adam Zampa took 3-18. The
teams play again on Sunday at the
SCG in the second game of the five-
matchseries.
Brief scores: Australia 149 for 9
(McDermott 53, Hasaranga 3-38)
beatSriLanka122for8(Hazlewood
4-12, Zampa 3-18) by 20 runs (DLS
method

Jotastrikestwicein
winoverLeicester
London:DiogoJotaissqueezingevery
momentoutofhisunderstudyrolein
theLiverpoolattack. Even with
Egypt striker Mohamed Salah back
available after amonth away at the
African Cup of Nations, Jota still
startedandscoredbothgoals ina2-0
victoryoverLeicesteronThursday.
"Wehavemore options nowand it's
goodfortheteam,"Jotasaidaftertak-
ing his tally for the season to 17. "We
havealotofgamesandeveryonewill
beimportantatsomepoint."Thesec-
ondwasscoredwithSalahonthefield
for the final 30minutes in awin that
keeps second-place Liverpool nine
points behindManchester Citywith
agameinhand.Liverpoolisalsochas-
ing titles still in the Champions
League,FACupandLeagueCup."Heis
reallyhelpful forus," Liverpoolman-
ager JuergenKloppsaidof Jota.

AGENCIES

BRIEFLY

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
AUCKLAND, FEBRUARY11

NEW ZEALAND and Sunrisers Hyderabad
captainKaneWilliamson ishoping tobe fit
intimetoplayinthisyear's IPLashespends
timeinrehabilitationafterdecidingagainst
surgery for a long-standingelbow injury.
Althoughnotime-framehasbeensetfor

his return to competitive cricket, the 31-
year-oldbatter isoptimisticof recoveringat
some point during the white-ball series
against the Netherlands in March-April,
which could precede the IPL slated to start
endofMarch.
"Last (IPL) season was an example as

well,where Iwasn't involvedinitiallyandit
was elbow-related as well. The franchise
wasgreatandsupportiveof it,"Williamson
wasquotedas sayingby 'ESPNcricinfo'.
"I'm optimistic that it will continue to

improve. The (T20) format, in particular, is
slightlymorefriendlytomanagingtheload.
So,wewillwaitandsee,butit istakingsteps
forward,which ispositive."
He said he is hoping to return to action

as soonaspossible.
"All the conversations, certainly with

NewZealandcricketandSunriserswhoare
awareof this...I'vehadit (elbowinjury) fora
longtimenow,sothisperiodof timeistotry
andget it right,"Williamsonsaid.
"It isprogressing ... there'sstillquiteabit

of timebetweennowandthen,ornowand
some of the Netherlands games perhaps.
There'snothingdefinite,butI'mhopefulthat
I'll bebackon the field as soonaspossible."

Seeking guidance
Williamsonsaidhealsospoketothelikes

of Sachin Tendulkar, Steven Smith and his
former IPL team-mate Manish Pandey --
whohaveall dealtwithelbow injuries.
"(I spoke to) a number of different peo-

plewithdifferent thoughtsandways toget
ridof it,"hesaid.Williamsonhadcomeinto
IPL 2021 carrying an elbow injury. He re-
turned to action for Sunrisers' fourth game
lastseason,againstPunjabKingsatChepauk.
He then replacedDavidWarner as cap-

tainmidway through the season after the
side suffered fivedefeats in sixgames.
The elbow injury flared up in the lead-

uptotheT20WorldCupintheUAE.Hethen
sat out the second Test against India in
Mumbai, with Tom Latham taking over as
captain inhisplace.
Williamson subsequently missed the

home Test series against Bangladesh, and
willmisstheforthcomingTestseriesagainst
SouthAfrica aswell. He expressedhis frus-
tration at the lengthy injury layoff but
pointedoutthatundergoingsurgerywould
be the "last resort".

ENGLANDFAST bowler Jofra Archermaking a late entry into the auction has raised
manyeyebrows. Archer hasn’t played any cricket for nearly a year nowandaccord-
ingtotheEnglandandWalesCricketBoard, isstill “inthefinalstages”ofhisrecovery
afteranelbowsurgery.The26-year-oldwasn’tpartof theoriginal listbutgotintothe
auctionpoolafter44newplayerswereaddedatfranchises’request.Archerhaslisted
himself at a baseprice of Rs 2 crore, but theBCCI has informed the franchises that a
replacementwill not be allowed if the playermisses out due to his injury. Archer,
listedasPlayerNo.171,willgounderthehammeronSunday.Grapevinehasitthathe
mustknowsomethingwhichotherpeopledon’t.

■ Aheadofthe2013IPL,MI’stalentscout
JohnWrightspotsJaspritBumrahduring
a domestic T20 game. The franchise of-
fershimacontractandtherestishistory.

■ A day before the 2018 IPL auction,
Mumbai’sShivamDubehitsBarodaspin-
ner Swapnil Singh for five consecutive
sixes.At theauction,RCBropehimin for
Rs5crore.

■ In October 2019, Mumbai teenager

Yashasvi Jaiswal becomes the youngest
Indianbatsmantoscoreadoublecentury
inListAcricket,203againstJharkhandin
the Vijay Hazare Trophy. Twomonths
later at the IPL auction, RajasthanRoyals
forkoutRs2.4crore forhim.

■ Beforethe2021IPLauction,Shahrukh
Khansmashes40notoutoff 19balls ina
SyedMushtaq Ali Trophy game against
HimachalPradesh.Attheauction,Punjab
KingsbaghimforRs5.25crore.

Timely performances

Williamson
eager to recover
in time for IPL

Yorkshirecricketclubcanresume
hosting internationalmatchesafter
thesport'sgoverningbodyin
Englandlifted its suspensionon
Friday inrecognitionof theclub's
“goodprogress”onaddressing
problemsof racismandbullying.
Yorkshire'sHeadingleyStadiumwill
nowhostEngland's thirdtest
againstNewZealandin Juneanda
one-day internationalagainstSouth
Africa in July.TheEnglandand
WalesCricketBoard inNovember
suspendedYorkshire fromhosting
internationalmatchesas
punishment for theclub's“wholly
unacceptable”responsetothe
racismfacedbyformerplayer
AzeemRafiq. AP

REPRIEVE FORYORKSHIRE

TheWest Indiesbowlingwas
goodandsomeindividualgains
weretheironlytakeawayfrom
thisdefeat.

New Delhi
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