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Anti-India
protests in
mind, Maldives
plans new law
to curb unrest
NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
CHENNAI, JANUARY31

MEMBERS OF themain ruling
partyintheMaldivesareconsid-
ering legislation to criminalise
proteststhat“affectthecountry's
relationswith other nations”. A
draft Bill circulatedwithin the
Maldives Democratic Party
(MDP) comes against the back-
drop of protests in the Indian
Ocean country over the per-
ceivedproximity of the Ibrahim
Solihgovernmentto India.
The "India Out" protests,

whichbegantwoyearsago,have
increased in pitch since the re-
lease from house arrest of
Opposition leader and former
pro-China president Abdulla
Yameen late lastyear.
Titled “The Bill To Stop All

Actions That Could Negatively
Affect Relations Established By
The Maldives With Foreign
Countries”,thedraftisseenasef-
fectively targeting the “India
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UP PF scam:
CBI seeks nod
to probe Agri,
Power Secys

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THE CBI has sought permission
from the UP government to in-
vestigate three senior IAS offi-
cers,includingUnionAgriculture
Secretary Sanjay Aggarwal and
Union Power Secretary Alok
Kumar,amongothersinconnec-
tionwithitsprobeinthealleged
Rs2,267-croreemployees'prov-
identfundscaminthestate.The
thirdIASofficerisAparnaU,mis-
sion director of National Health
Mission inUP.
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Govt frontloadedspending;private
sectorwill crowdin, create jobs:CEA

SUNNYVERMA&
PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

ADAYaheadoftheUnionBudget
for 2022-23, the Economic
SurveytabledintheLokSabhaby
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman pointed out that
buoyanttaxrevenuesofferedthe
government fiscal space to pro-
vide additional support to the
economyandcontinuethepush
infavourofhighercapitalexpen-
diture.Thoughoutputinvarious
contact intensive services re-
mained below pre-pandemic
levels,itsaidthemacroeconomic
strengthprovidedbuffersagainst
likelystressessuchaswithdrawal
of stimulus by global central
banks.
Asharpriseintaxcollections

andaboosttonon-taxrevenues
following RBI’s surplus transfer
haveledtoanincreaseintherev-

enuepool.Thiswouldenablethe
government to meet its fiscal
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PM and Chairs call for
‘fruitful’ session, Opp
for debate on key issues

MANOJCG&LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

AMID A high-octane campaign
for Assembly elections in five
states, the Budget session of

ParliamentbeganMondaywith
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
askingpartiestokeepasideelec-
tion concerns and ensure a
“fruitful”and“constructive”ses-
sionwith“meaningfulandeffec-
tivediscussions”.
ThePrimeMinister’sremarks

came even as the Opposition
flaggedconcernsoverseveral is-
sues includingtheallegeduseof
the Pegasus spyware for
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Mamata blocks Dhankhar
on Twitter: ‘abuses me’;
he says CM blocking info
ATRIMITRA&
SANTANUCHOWDHURY
KOLKATA, JANUARY31

THE OPEN war between
Mamata Banerjee and Jagdeep
Dhankhar breached a new red
line onMonday, with theWest
Bengal Chief Minister blocking
theGovernoronTwitterandthe
latterrespondingwithaseriesof
tweetsonthe"essenceandspirit
of democracy" and accusing
Banerjee of "blocking informa-
tion to theGovernor".
OnMonday, after a Cabinet

meeting at the secretariat,
Banerjeespoketothemediaand

said she was "forced" to block
DhankharonTwitterbecauseof
his “unethical and unconstitu-
tional ” statements. She also al-
legedthattheGovernorwasact-
inglikea“superwatchman”and
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Digital trail points to
Pegasus, state role:
Experts told SC panel
AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THERE IS a presence of “strong
indicators” pointing to the in-
volvementof“thestate, itsintel-
ligence and law enforcement
agencies” in using the Pegasus
spyware for unauthorised sur-
veillance against individuals, at

least two cybersecurity experts
have deposed before the
SupremeCourt-appointedcom-
mittee.
These experts, engaged by

some of the petitioners, fur-
nished details of their forensic
analysisofthephonessuspected
to have been the spyware's po-
tential targets.
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Buoyant taxmop-up frees
fiscal space for spending

LokSabhaSpeakerOmBirlawithall-party leaders inNew
DelhionMonday.AnilSharma

Why growth in
FY23 is pegged
at just 8-8.5%
AANCHALMAGAZINE
&SUNNYVERMA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THEECONOMICSurvey2021-22
hasprojectedamodest8-8.5per
cent growth rate for the next fi-
nancialyear,2022-23.Thisissig-
nificantly lower than the9.2per
centexpansionprojectedby the
NSO in its first
advance esti-
mates for
2021-22. It is
alsolowerthan
the 9 per cent
growth esti-
mate by the IMF in its World
Economic Outlook for the cur-
rentyearandthenext.
Behindtheconservativeesti-

mateforthenextyeararenotjust
themanyrisks—globalinflation
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Growth in FY23
to shortageof inputs—posedby
Covid-19theSurveypointsto,but
also its assessment that theeco-
nomicslowdowninducedbythe
pandemicisnotmerelyademand
problem.
But first,why is the8-8.5per

centgrowthestimateforthenext
yearseenasmodest?Lastyear,the
Economic Survey (for 2020-21)
hadprojectedrealGDPtogrow11
percentin2021-22,followinges-
timatesof a6.6percentcontrac-
tion in 2020-21. As things have
turnedout, the economy is esti-
mated togrowonly9.2per cent,
as per the latest NSO estimate.
Plus, the taperingoff of thebase
effectalsoplaysapart inthepro-
jectionsfornextfiscalbeingmore
conservative.
TherisksposedbytheCovid-

19pandemicfortheeconomicre-
coveryflaggedbytheSurveyarise
froma surge in global inflation,
shortageof inputs suchas semi-
conductors,withsupply-sidedis-
ruptionsbeingexacerbatedbyre-
covery in demand. While
supply-chainbreakdownscaused
aninterruptionof theeconomy’s
supply-sidewhichalsosqueezed
demand,theSurveynotesitisnot
correct to see the pandemic re-
latedeconomicslowdownasjust
ademandproblem. “…thepost-
Covideconomywillnotbemerely
a re-inflation of the pre-Covid
economy.Simplybuildingitback
withdemandmeasures is not a
solution,”itsaid.
Thegrowthprojectionforthe

nextyearisbasedon“theassump-
tion that therewill beno further
debilitatingpandemicrelatedeco-
nomicdisruption,monsoonwill
benormal,withdrawal of global
liquidity bymajor central banks
will be broadly orderly and oil
priceswillbeintherangeof$70-
$75/bbl.”
“The projection that the

EconomicSurveyhasmade ison
theconservativesidecomparedto
the projections that the other
agencieshavemade.Growthnat-
urally recovers fromthe fact that
wehada7percentcontractionin
realtermsin2020-21,thebaseef-
fectcontinues…growthwillbean
instrument throughwhichwe
tackle challenges. Economic
growthpicks uppartly because
creditgrowthispickingupfroma
very lowbaseand the corporate
sectorhasdeleveragedandprof-
itabilityisgood.Therefore,weex-
pectthecapitalexpenditurecycle,
whichisnowgoingtobuildonthe
backofwhatthegovernmenthas
done,”Chief EconomicAdviserV
Anantha Nageswaran said ad-
dressingreportersaftertheSurvey
wastabledinParliament.
The growth estimates for

2022-23 also ride on thewide-
spread vaccine coverage, gains
fromsupply-sidereformsandeas-
ingof regulations, robust export
growth,andtheavailabilityoffis-
cal space to ramp up capital
spending. The latest Surveyhas
madeuseofsatelliteandgeospa-
tialdatatoshowthegrowthinna-
tionalhighwaynetworks, spread
of commercial banks,metro rail
networksoverthelastdecadeand
rise inconstruction inareas such
asGolfCourseRoadinGurugram,
BangmaneTechParkinBengaluru
and Bandra Kurla Complex in
Mumbaioverlast15-20years.
Lastyear’sSurveyhadpitched

for anexpansionary fiscal policy
in2021-22 toboost growthand
advisedthegovernmenttowards
significantprivatisationof state-
ownedcompanies, alongsidean
assetmonetisationpushand re-
viewof thebanking sector asset
quality.WhiletheBudgetthatfol-
loweddidflagtheintenttopursue
these measures, a number of
thoseproposalsarestillwork-in-
progress.
Theemphasisgiventothesup-

ply-side in India’s Covid-19 re-
sponse,thelatestSurveynoted,is
drivenbytworeasons:first,Indian
policymakerssawthedisruptions
causedbytravel-restrictions,lock-
downsand supply-chainbreak-
downs as an interruptionof the

economy’ssupply-side.“Although
this also squeezeddemand, it is
notcorrecttoseethepandemicre-
latedeconomicslowdownasjust
a demandproblemas happens
withmost economic cycles,” it
said.Second,thepost-Covidworld
willbeimpactedbyawidevariety
offactors–changesintechnology,
consumerbehaviour,geo-politics,
supply-chains, climatechange, it
added.
The Surveyhas flagged risks

fromrising inflation frombotha
tighter global liquidity condition
and exchange rate volatility in
globalcurrency.“In2021,inflation
pickedupgloballyaseconomicac-
tivityrevivedwiththeopeningup
of economies. Inflation in theUS
touched6.8percentinNovember
2021, the highest since 1982,
drivenlargelybyenergyandfood
prices. As inflationworries are
mounting,adistinctshifttowards
theunwindingof pandemic-led
stimulus is takinghold.Thismay
result in tightening of financial
conditions, adversely affecting
capitalflows,puttingpressureon
exchangerateandslowingdown
growthinemergingeconomies,”
itsaid.
Highlighting thedivergence

betweenwholesaleandretail in-
flation,itsaidimportedinflationis
aproblemandneeds tobe taken
into account. India’s Consumer
Price Index inflation stoodat5.6
per cent inDecember 2021but
wholesalepriceinflationhasbeen
running in double-digits.
“Althoughthisispartlyduetobase
effects thatwill even out, India
doesneedtobewaryofimported
inflation,especiallyfromelevated
globalenergyprices,”itsaid.

‘Fruitful’ session
surveillance.
Finance Minister Nirmala

SitharamanwillpresenttheUnion
Budgetat11amTuesday.
After the Congress, the

TrinamoolCongress,CPIandCPM
gave notice Monday in both
Houses for a privilege motion
againstMinister for Electronics
and Information Technology
AshwiniVaishnav for “mislead-
ing”ParliamentonthePegasusis-
sue. TheCongress gave another
noticeinRajyaSabha.
However, Parliamentary

AffairsMinisterPralhadJoshisaid
thematter is sub judice and it is
notrightforanybodytocomment
onit.Hesaiditisbeingprobedby
a committee appointed by the
SupremeCourt.
Union Minister Mukhtar

Abbas Naqvi too hit out at the
OppositionoverthePegasusissue.
“Thematter is sub judicebefore
theSupremeCourt. It’s not right
foranyonetocommentonit.They
are repeatedly raising it. The
Oppositionpartieswanttomake
themselvesrelevantbecausetheir
politicalcareerisatstake,”hesaid.
Thegovernmentmadeitclear

that itwouldnotbringanyBill in
thefirstpartof thesessionwhich
ends on February 11, owing to
paucity of time. This alsomeans
that any demand by the
Oppositionforadiscussiononany
issuewill notbeacceptedby the
government.
Asmanyas15Bills, including

theWarehousing Amendment
Bill and the Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development
Authority(Amendment)Bill, will
comeup for consideration and
passage in the secondhalf of the
session.
Defence Minister Rajnath

SinghandLeaderof theHousein
Rajya Sabha Piyush Goyal told
floorleadersofpartiesintwosep-
arate virtualmeetings that only
two discussions, one on the
Motion of Thanks to the
President’sAddress andanother
ontheBudget,willbetakenup.
Rajya Sabha Chairman M

VenkaiahNaidutoldthemeeting
ofHousefloorleadersthatduring
thefirstlegofthesession,only23
hourswillbeavailableforbusiness
other thanZeroHour, Question
Hour and Private Members’
Business.He reminded the lead-
ersthatdiscussionsontheMotion

of Thanks to the President’s
Address andBudgethad takena
little over 26 hours in the last
Budgetsession.
MallikarjunKharge,Leaderof

theOppositioninRajyaSabha,told
TheIndianExpress:“Wehaveput
forwardourviews.Wewantdis-
cussionsonPegasus,Chineseag-
gression, Covid management,
price rise, unemployment, hate
speech including the targetingof
Muslim women, attacks on
churches,disinvestment.”
He said thegovernment told

the parties that there is a con-
straintoftimeandallissuescanbe
discussedinthedebateduringthe
MotionofThanksandthediscus-
sionontheBudget.
“Itoldthemthatthediscussion

on the President’s Address and
Budgetaregeneralinnature…We
wantdiscussionsonspecificissues
in some form…either through
calling attention or short dura-
tion,”Khargesaid.
Meanwhile, fourmoreprivi-

legenoticesweregivenMonday
by Opposition members --
SaugataRoy (TMC) inLokSabha,
and Binoy Viswam (CPI), K C
Venugopal (Congress) and V
Sivadasan (CPM) inRajyaSabha.
Congress leader in Lok Sabha,
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, had
giventhefirstnoticeSunday.
Aheadof the start of the ses-

sion, PrimeMinisterModi said:
“Electionshave their ownplace
and the session its own. The
Budget session is an important
sessionandweshouldmakeitas
effectiveasitcanbe.”
“I appeal to allmembers and

parties to discuss issueswith a
commitmenttotakethecountry
forwardonthepathofeconomic
progress.Wemust,withallourin-
tellectual resources, ensure the
sessionisfruitfulandtheyearsees
usscalenewheightsas faras the
economyisconcerned,”hesaid.
After the all-partymeeting,

LokSabhaSpeakerOmBirlasaid:
“Ihave told the leadersof parties
thattherecouldbeextensivedis-
cussions on the President’s
Address and theUnion Budget
duringwhich all kinds of issues
canbetakenup,discussing issues
facedbythecountryandhowthe
country cango forward in terms
of economicandsocial progress.
Themembers canuse the forum
tobringthepeople's issuestothe
government's attention.” He
hopedtheHousewouldfunction
smoothlywith the support of all
partiesandthegovernment.
The Speaker, sources said,

agreed to theOpposition’s de-
mandtohaveshortdurationdis-
cussions.

Mamata
"treatinggovernmentofficialslike

hisservants”.
“IamsorrytosayIwasforced

todothis.Everyday,he(Governor)
abusesmeandourofficersusing
unconstitutionalwords.Hehands
outinstructionsasifwearehisser-
vants or bonded labourers. The
electedGovernment is bonded
labour, but he, someonewho is
only nominated, is a super
pehredaar(watchman).Everyday
after seeing his tweet, I get irri-
tated,”shesaid.
AccusingDhankarof scaring

everyonefrom"courtstoIncome
Taxofficers,CBItoED,Customsto
Kolkata Police Commissioner,
ChiefSecretarytoHomeSecretary,
DMstoSPs",Banerjeesaidshehad
writtentothePM"fourtimes"on
theissue.
Banerjee also accused

Dhankarof"spyingoneveryone...”
AfterBanerjee’spressconfer-

ence, TMC leaders took their cue
from her and blocked the
Governor on Twitter. TMCMP
Derek O’Brian tweeted,
“@MamataOfficialChairpersonof
@AITCofficial just blocked The-
Tweet-A-Minute Governor of
BengalonTwitter.Good.Doingthe
same.Blocking@jdhankhar1.”
Soon after, theGovernor is-

sued a series of tweets, one of
whichsaid, “GuvWB:Mandated
under Article 159 of the
Constitutiontoensurenoneinthe
state'blocks'ConstitutionalNorms
andRulesofLawandthoseinau-
thority 'bear true faith and alle-
giance to the Constitution of
India'.”
Anothertweetread,“WBGuv:

UnderArticle167itisConstitution
'duty'of theChiefMinistertofur-
nishsuch informationrelating to
theadministrationoftheaffairsof
theStateandproposals for legis-
lationastheGovernormaycallfor.
Why 'block' information toGuv
nowfortwoyears?”
Healso tweeted thathe sent

BanerjeeamessageonWhatsApp
--"andreadbyherat10.25amto-
day" -- on "dialogue and har-
mony" amongst constitutional
functionariesbeing the "essence
andspiritofdemocracyandman-
dateoftheConstitution".
Reacting toBanerjee'smove,

BJPpresidentSukantaMajumder
said, “TheGovernor asked some
questions of the ChiefMinister.
She could not answer and she
fled.”
CPMleaderSujanChakraborty

said,“IfsheknewthatRajBhavan
was snoopingonothers, shehas
toclarify.Itisaseriousallegation.”
Monday’s development

comes amidescalating tensions
between theGovernor and the
Bengal government.OnSunday,
Dhankar had said people view
WestBengalasa“gaschamberof
democracy”andallegedthathu-

manrightswerebeing“trampled"
inthestate.
Dhankar has beenusing his

Twitterhandle topost a seriesof
tweetshittingout at thegovern-
mentandBanerjee.
On January30, theGovernor

tweeted, "Guv WB: CM
@MamataOfficialIsconstitution-
ally ordained todischarge 'duty'
underArticle167of constitution
to impart information on
Pandemic Purchase Scam and
otherissues.Guvconveyedthatno
information,oncesoughtbyhim,
can be screened by the
Government."
RespondingtotheGovernor's

tweet, State EducationMinister
Bratya Basu told reporters, "I
wouldurgehimnot toact as the
spokespersonof aparticularpo-
liticalpartyandperformhiscon-
stitutional duty in an unbiased
way.Heshouldcooperatewiththe
chiefminister."
OnJanuary27,duringavirtual

meeting, Banerjee had asked
TMCsMPstoalsobringamotion
inParliamentagainstDhankar.
The tussle between thegov-

ernmentandGovernor foundan
echo Parliament aswell. Sudip
Bandyopadhyay, the TMC's Lok
Sabhaparliamentarypartyleader,
told The Indian Express that on
Monday, as PresidentRamNath
Kovindwasexchanginggreetings
withseniorleadersinCentralHall,
he told him to remove the
Governor."Asmyturncame,Itold
(thePresident)himtoremovethe
Governor to protect the parlia-
mentarydemocracysystem.Vice
PresidentMVenkaiahNaiduwas
alsopresentthere,"hesaid.

UP PF scam
Thealleged scampertains to

theinvestmentofprovidentfund
ofUPPowerCorporationLtd(UP-
PCL) employees in crisis-ridden
Dewan Housing Finance
Corporation(DHFL).
All the three IASofficersheld

toppositionsatUPPCLduringthe
periodbeingprobedby thecen-
tralagency.AggarwalwasUPPCL
chairmanfrom2013tillMay2017,
and was succeeded by Alok
Kumar.Aparnawasmanagingdi-
rector of the state PSU from
October2017toNovember2019.
“The approval to investigate

these officers was sought in
Decemberlastyearfromthestate
governmentasperlaw,”anofficial
said.
Under Section 17A of the

PreventionofCorruptionAct, the
CBI cannotbeginaprobeagainst
governmentofficialswithoutthe
approval of thegovernmentun-
derwhich theywereworkingat
thetimeoftheoffence.
OntheUPPCLinvestment,the

CBI registeredacaseonarecom-

mendationfromthestategovern-
ment in March 2020, three
monthsafteracasehadbeenreg-
isteredbyUPPolice.AlokKumar
andAparnahadbeenquestioned
byCBIinconnectionwiththecase
in2020.
When contacted, Kumar, a

1988-batchofficeroftheUPcadre,
toldtheIndianExpress:“Thiscase
wasunearthedonthebasisof an
enquiryorderedbymeasUPPCL
chairman,andIorderedforanFIR
tobelodgedinNovember2019.”
Aggarwal,a1984-batchIASof-

ficer of theUP cadre, didnot re-
spondtocallsandmessagesfrom
The Indian Express. Aparna, a
2001-batchofficeroftheUPcadre,
could not be reached for com-
ment.
InitsFIR,theCBIhadnamedas

accusedPravinKumarGupta,for-
mer secretary of the UP State
Power Sector Employees' Trust,
andSudhanshuDwivedi, former
director(finance)ofUPPCL,foral-
leged criminal breach of trust,
cheating and forgery. Bothwere
arrestedbytheHazratganjpolice
inLucknowinNovember2019.
According toCBIofficials, the

providentfundofUPPCLemploy-
eeswasinvestedinfixeddeposits
ofnationalisedbankstillOctober
2016. FromDecember2016, the
PFwas invested inPNBHousing
allegedly following a proposal
fromGupta and former UPPCL
managingdirectorAPMishra,the
officialssaid.
From March 2017 to

December2018,Guptaobtained
an endorsement fromDwivedi
andallegedlyinvestedover50per
centof fundsinDHFLinviolation
ofCentralGovernmentguidelines
thatsuchfundscannotbeinvested
infinancialinstitutionsotherthan
scheduledcommercialbanks.
According to the FIR, this in-

vestmentwasmade in deposit
schemesofDHFLdespiteknow-
ing that itwas an “unsafe” com-
pany.A total of Rs4,122.70 crore
was invested in theDHFL, outof
whichasumofRs2,267.90croreis
outstanding,officialssaid.
The CBI has alleged that

Aggarwalwaspartofthedecision
to invest employees' funds in
DHFL, and the first transferof Rs
18crorewasmadeonMarch17,
2018,whenhewasUPPCLchair-
man.
The first FIR in the casewas

registeredonNovember2, 2019,
bytheemployees’trustsecretary
IMKaushalattheHazratganjpo-
lice station.Onthesameday, the
state government sent a recom-
mendationtotheCentreforaCBI
probe.
OnNovember 20, 2019, the

RBIsupersededtheboardofdirec-
torsofDHFL,whichhadliabilities
of close toRs84,000croreat the

time, and initiated bankruptcy
proceedings “owing to gover-
nance concerns anddefaults by
DHFLinmeetingvariouspayment
obligations”.
BeforetheCBItookuptheUP-

PCLcase,thestategovernmentdi-
rected theUPPolice's Economic
OffencesWing (EOW)to investi-
gatethematter.Subsequently,the
EOWarrested17persons,includ-
ingabrokeragefirmowner,achar-
teredaccountant,formeremploy-
eesofDHFL, and the thenUPPCL
MDMishra. EOWalso arrested
thenmanagingdirectorofUPPCL
APMishra.
OnJanuary31,2020,theEOW

filed a chargesheet against
PraveenKumarGupta,Sudhanshu
DwivediandAPMishra--allthree
arecurrentlylodgedinjail.

Pegasus
Thephonesshow“amplede-

ploymentofmalware”thatiscon-
sistentwithdigitalfinger-printsof
Pegasusavailableinthepublicdo-
main,theexpertssaid.
One of the experts is Anand

Venkatanarayanan, Strategic
AdviserwithDeepstrat, a New
Delhi-based think tank. He has
toldtheSCpanelthatacommand
and control (C&C)mechanism
used to scan the internet for
Internet Protocol (IP) addresses
and domain names linked to
PegasusfoundmanysuchIPnet-
works“withinIndia.”
“Thescanfoundatotalof1019

IPaddressesmappedto1014do-
mainnames.Thescanalsofound
many IP networkswithin India
identifiedbyAutonomousSystem
Numbers (ASN), fromwhich the
infecteddeviceswere talking to
these C&C servers,”
Venkatanarayanansaidinhisdep-
osition.
TheASN is a groupof oneor

moreIPaddressesaccessibleona
network,which is runbyoneor
morenetworkoperators.Network
operatorsmaintainasingle,clearly
defined routingpolicy andneed
ASNtocontrolroutingwithintheir
networkandtoexchangetherout-
ing informationwithother net-
works.
VenkatanarayanantoldtheSC

panel that of the several ASN
foundinIndia,ASN24560is,par-
ticularly, interestingbecause it's
typicallyreservedbynetworksfor
“very selective corporate clients
including the Government of
India.”
Furtherevidenceoftheuseof

Pegasus, according to
Venkatanarayanan,wastheforen-
sicanalysisofphonesoftwojour-
nalists,whichrevealeddigitalfin-
ger-prints associatedwith the
spyware.
A secondsecurity researcher

told the SCpanel that based on
publiclyavailabledocumentation
forPegasus, it is clear that a local
"systemintegrator"wasessential
for deploying it here. In other
words,asysteminIndiahadtobe
setuptoconductthesurveillance.
“Knowing the level of Indian

cybersecuritymaturity, I think
theyneeded to behandheld by
NSO(thecreatorof thespyware).
Idonotseethemusingthistotally
independently,”thesecondexpert
toldTheIndianExpress.
The SupremeCourt, had on

October27 lastyear, appointeda
three-memberpanel, under the
supervision of retired Supreme
Court judge Justice R V
Raveendran, to lookintothealle-
gationsof unauthorised surveil-
lanceusingPegasus.

Maldives unrest
Out”campaign,andcouldbesub-
mittedwhenthecountry'slegisla-
tivebody,Majlis, reconvenes on
February3.
Butitisstillunclearif thegov-

ernmentwantstobeinvolved.An
MDPpolitician,whohasseenthe
draft, said somemembersof the
partywereadvocatingthelegisla-
tionbuttherehasbeennoformal
discussionsbetweenthegovern-
mentandthepartyonit.
The draft Bill is said to have

proposed a fine of 20,000
MaldivianRufiyah,andsix-month

imprisonmentorone-yearhouse
arrest,forthosewhoinsinuatethat
theMaldivesisunderthepolitical,
economic ormilitary control of
anothercountry.
In recent weeks, President

Solihhasfacedflakfromanti-gov-
ernment protestors for “selling
out”thecountrytoIndia,andpres-
surefromwithintheMDPtodeci-
sivelystampoutthecampaign.
“Sucha legislationisrequired

because itwill put the govern-
mentonalertaboutsuchthings,”
saidanotherMDPpolitician.
With anoverwhelmingma-

jority of 65 in the 87-member
Parliament, theproposedlegisla-
tion is expected to go through if
broughttotheMajlis. “Wehavea
hugemajority in theParliament.
Itdoesnotmatterwhichmember
hasproposed the legislation. It is
thegeneralbeliefintheMDPthat
thislegislationisrequired.Ourse-
curity and India's security are
linked,”thepoliticiansaid.
Butsomeinthepartyaremore

cautious, pointing to the “ex-
treme”provisionsin“violationof
democratic norms”, and fear a
backlash.Theypredictthatevenif
the legislation goes through, it
wouldnotbeacceptable tomost
withintherulingpartyinitspres-
ent form, andwould see a lot of
amendmentsbefore it comesup
fordebate.
The anti-India campaign,

whichhaspickedupspeedinthe
lasttwomonthswiththeinvolve-
ment of Yameen and his
ProgressiveParty,assertsthatlarge
numbers of Indianmilitaryper-
sonnelarepresentintheMaldives
andthatthegovernmentisplan-
ning to hand over the Uthuru
ThilafalhuatolltotheIndianNavy.
In February 2021, India and

Maldivessignedanagreementfor
the development of the UTF
Harbour during the visit of
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar. TheUnionMinister
had tweeted that the project
would “strengthen Maldivian
CoastGuard capability” andde-
scribedthetwocountriesas“part-
ners indevelopment,partners in
security”.
The“IndiaOut”campaignalso

targets thepresence ofmilitary
personneloperatingaircraftgifted
by the Indiangovernment to the
Maldives.
While theprotestorssaythey

areopposingonlythepresenceof
Indian security personnel on
Maldiviansoil, thecampaignhas
ledtoinsecurityinthelargeIndian
expatriatepopulationofteachers,
andmedical and tourismsector
professionals.Lastyear,theIndian
HighCommissionaskedformore
security after flagging to the
Maldives government that its
diplomatswerebeingtargetedre-
peatedlyinsocialmediaposts.
Former President Yameen,

whowasseentiltinghiscountry's
foreignpolicytowardBeijingdur-
inghisterminoffice,hasbeenac-
tivelyleadingtheprotestssincehe
walkedfreeafterhisconvictionin
amoney-launderingandembez-
zlement casewasoverturned in
December2021.Oneof theanti-
Indiaprotests tookplace in front
oftheChineseEmbassyinMale.
TheSpeakerof theMajlishas

alreadywrittentoaParliamentary
committeeonnationalsecurityto
investigate the “India Out”
protests. “A former President
should not be behaving in this
manner,”saidformerforeignmin-
isterAhmedNaseem.“Heshould
be thinkingof another slogan to
makehimself popular,” said the
MDPpolitician.
MDPleaderandformerpresi-

dentMohamedNasheedhadtold
TheHindu in January that itwas
getting “more andmore crucial
that theMDPremains ingovern-
ment. There is a lot of badblood,
especially with President
[Abdulla] Yameen, andhis cam-
paignandnarrativeagainst India
thatismakingourpeopleveryun-
easy”. He described India as
Maldives's“firstportofcallforas-
sistance”.
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FROMPAGEONE
Buoyant tax mop-up frees fiscal space
deficit target of 6.8 per cent of
GrossDomesticProductin2021-
22,theSurveysaid.“Thetargeted
focus on capital expenditure,
with its resultingmultiplier ef-
fects,will bevital in sustaining
theeconomicgrowth,”itnoted.
The Survey—which is an

economic report card for the
currentyear—alsoarguedthat
the banking sector was now
wellplacedtosupporttheecon-
omyasitis“wellcapitalisedand
the overhangof non-perform-
ingassets seemstohavestruc-
turallydeclined.”Asandwhen
the demand for credit returns,
the banks are there to support
it, while higher government
spendingwill crowd inprivate
investment, said Sanjeev
Sanyal, Principal Economic
Advisor in the Union Finance
Ministry.
Elevatedgovernmentspend-

ing,alongwithapushincapital
spending, ispossibleastherev-
enuereceiptsoftheCentralgov-
ernment during April-
November2021haveincreased
67.2per cent (year-on-year), as
against the9.6per centgrowth

for the full year as per Budget
Estimates.Themop-uphasbeen
buoyantforbothdirectandindi-
rect taxes. The grossmonthly
Goods andServices Tax collec-
tionshavecrossedtheRs1lakh
croremark consistently since
July2021,afterquickly recover-
ing fromadip in June2021 fol-
lowing the second wave of
Covid-19.
“Astheeconomygrowsfur-

ther,therevenuecollectionfrom
all thesources isexpectedtobe
morerobust,whichwillhelpto
strengthenthefiscalpositionon
onehand,andcreatefiscalspace
ontheother.Thus,itisexpected
that reaching the budget esti-
mate for fiscal deficit during
2021-22willnotbeaconcernfor
the Central Government,” the
Surveysaid.Thefiscaldeficitfor
April-November2021hasbeen
contained at 46.2 per cent of
Budget Estimates (BE) — as
against 135.1 per cent of BE in
April-November2020and114.8
percentofBEinApril-November
2019.
Responding to theSurvey’s

observation that at the end of

2021-22 the economywould
have recovered to thepre-pan-
demiclevel,Congressleaderand
former Finance Minister P
Chidambaramsaid,“Inplainlan-
guage, it means that on
31.3.2022theGDPwillbeatthe
same level as it was on
31.3.2020…Thetwoyearshave
impoverishedpeople…Thisisa
time for contritionandchange
(ofapproach),notforboastsand
nochange.”
The Survey noted higher

capital expenditure has been
central to the current year’s
budgetandeconomicrecovery.
“Theexpenditurepolicyof the
Central government during
2021-22hasastrongemphasis
oncapitalexpenditure.Budget
2021-22 had not only en-
hanced the expenditure esti-
mates but also directed them
towardsmoreproductivecap-
ital expenditure. During April
toNovember 2021, capital ex-
penditure registered a growth
of 13.5 per cent over April to
November 2020 and 28 per
cent over April to November
2019,” it said.

The government has bud-
geteda34.5per centgrowth in
capital expenditure this year
over2020-21budgetestimates,
with emphasis on railways,
roads, urban transport, power,
telecom, textilesandaffordable
housing. TheSurveycommen-
taryindicatestheBudgetforthe
nextyearcouldoptformilderfis-
cal consolidationwhile contin-
uing the capital expenditure
push.
Higherspendingbystatesis

anotherfactorthatisexpectedto
support growth. “In the first
eightmonthsof the current fi-
nancial year, states’ capital ex-
penditurehasgoneupby67per
cent comparedwith theprevi-
ous financial year’s eight
months.Sointhisuncertainpan-
demic era, governments have
donewhattheyareexpectedto
do—frontloadgrowthandsup-
port it. On thebackof it, itwill
crowd in the private sector,
whichwill lead to job creation
andemploymentgrowth,” the
newChief EconomicAdviserV
AnanthaNageswaran said in a
pressconference.
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SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

HIGHLIGHTING INCREASEDworkload and
prices,hundredsofanganwadiworkersand
helpersinthenationalcapitalhavejoinedan
indefinite strike, protesting near Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s residence on
Monday demanding a substantial hike in
theirhonorariums.
Currently, anganwadi workers in Delhi

receive amonthly honorarium of Rs 9,678
andhelpersreceiveRs4,839,whichhadbeen
increasedfromRs5,000andRs2,500respec-
tively following a strike in 2017. Now, they
have demanded an increase to Rs 25,000 a
monthforworkersandRs20,000forhelpers.
Therearecurrentlyaround22,000work-

ersandhelpersemployedinanganwadicen-
tres (AWCs)acrossDelhi.
“Weareburdenedwithground-levelwork

for every department,” said a 40-year-old
worker,whohasbeenworkingatAWCssince
2013.“Wheneveryonehasbeenathomedur-
ing the pandemic,wehavebeen going from
hometohomedoingourduties,”shesaid.
Withtheonsetofthepandemic,theserv-

ice of cooked food and supplementary nu-
trition provided at AWCswas replaced by a
mechanismwhereanganwadiworkersand
helperswere taskedwith distributing ‘take
homeration’ tobeneficiaries.
“We have been going twice amonth to

everyhousetodistributeration.Ondaysthat
we do this, weworkwell into the evening,
till6-7sometimes.Wearetheoneswhohave
beenprovidingrecordsofwhoisvaccinated
andwho is left in eachhousehold andhave
alsobeenpushingpeople to get inoculated.
We are assigned duties for any survey that
thegovernmentdoes.At the same time,we
are not given anymedical assistance, not
evenmasksandsanitiser...UsingthePoshan
Trackerapp,wehavetofill inall information
both in our registers andon the app,” said a
womanwhohasbeenworkingasanangan-
wadiworker for15years.
Normally,theirworkhoursaresupposed

tobe from9amto2pm.
But the introduction of a new

government scheme in some
AWCs has meant that the daily
working hours have been ex-
tendedto4pm.
“The Saheli SamanvayKendra

(SSK) is supposed to stay open till
4pmsoweareworkingforanad-
ditionaltwohourseverydayforthe
samepay;wehavebeendoingthis
for almost a year now. It is work
that is completely new to us.We

havetomobilisewomeninourareaandhelp
themconduct self-help groupmeetings and
motivate them towork,” said a 46-year-old
workerwhosecentreisfunctioningasanSSK.
Whiletheimmediatedemandisforanin-

creaseinhonorariums,thedemandthatthese
women on the frontlines be recognised as
governmentworkersandnotjustvolunteers
alsoranthroughtheprotest.
For some olderwomen, this demand is

evenmoreurgent.
“I have beenworking at this capacity for

some35yearsnow.But Ihavenopensionor
lifeinsurance,andtherehasbeennoscopefor
promotion tobetterwork. Through thepan-
demic, I have beenworking in the commu-
nity.Myhusband is also getting old, andwe
havenosavings,”saida55-year-oldworker.
Government officials did not respond to

callsseekingcomment.

Whereas
Punjab National Bank/ the Authorized Officer/s of the Punjab National Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued demand notice/s on the dates mentioned in the account calling upon the borrower to
repay the amount as mentioned in the account within 60 days from the date of notice(s)/ date of receipt of said notice(s).
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers and the public in general that the undersigned
has taken possession of the properties described herein below in exercise of the powers conferred to him under sub-section (4) of Section
13 of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on the date mentioned in the account.
The borrower’s/ guarantor's/ mortgagor's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time
available, to redeem the secured assets.
The borrower/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any dealing with the
property/ies will be subject to the charge of Punjab National Bank for the amounts and interest thereon.

(Authorised Officer)
Punjab National Bank

Date : 28.01.2022
Place : Patna

Name
of the
Branch

Name of the
Account/ Borrower

Name of the
Owner of the
property

Description
of the property mortgaged

Date of
Demand
Notice

Date of
Possession
Notice
Affixed

Amount
outstanding
as on date
of demand
notice

SK Puri
UBI

(59920)

M/s Abacus
Infocon Pvt. Ltd.
Director- Sri Nitish
Singh and Smt.
Kalawati Singh & Sri
Raj Kishore Singh
A/c No.-
0599250021456

Mortgagor-
Sri Raj Kishore
Singh S/o Late
Bachu Prasad
Singh and Smt.
Kalawati Singh
W/o Dr. Madan
Murari

1. EM of Shop Bearing No.102 having super
build up area 356 sq.ft. on 1st floor of Hira
Panna Air Conditioned (AC) Market situated
at Mohalla-West Boring Road under Police
Station-Srikrishnapuri in the town & Distt of
Patna bearing Holding No.116/108,Circle
No.249, Ward No.34(old) & 14 (New) of
Municipal Survey Plot No.51,53,54,60

24.12.2019 28.01.2022
Rs.

52,59,332.61
(Rs. Fifty two
lakh fifty nine
thousand three
hundred thirty
two and paisa
sixty one only)

& 62 part of Khata No.507,508,552/ 7 & 510/530, Thana No.7, Sheet No.134/88-89, Mauza-Dhakanpura now commonly known
as Boring Road within Patna Municipal Corporation & within jurisdiction of PRDA& bounded as follows- N-Set Back of Building,
S-Shop No.1 part, E-Shop No.101, W-Corridor absolute sale deed no.21263 dated 30.12.2008 standing in the name of Smt.
Kalawati Singh W/o Dr. Madan Murari.
2. EM of Lease Deed No.1399 Dated 28.01.2008 for 66 Years w.e.f. 15.12.2007 in favour of Sri Raj Kishore Singh S/o Late
Bachu Prasad Singh by Patna Municipal Corporation bearing Shop No.16, Having an area of 228.32 sq.ft. (21'1"x10'10") at
First Floor, Block No.D of Maurya Lok Complex P.S.-Kotwali Distt-Patna within the Limit of Patna Municipal Corporation ward
No.2, Circle No.6 within Jurisdiction of PRDA & Bounded as follows:- N-Stair of Passport Office, S-Shop No.15, E-Vernadah,
W-Shop No.5

POSSESSION NOTICE
Possession Notice for Immovable Properties of borrower by the Authorised Officer

(For Immovable property)

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
Circle Sastra Patna North: 2nd Floor, Chanakya Tower, R-Block, Patna-800 001

Whereas, The undersigned being theAuthorizedOfficer of theCitibankN.A. having at:
5th Floor, DLF Square, M-Block, Jacaranda Marg, DL City Phase - 2, Gurugram -
122002, under the Securitisation And Reconstruction Of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest [Act], (54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers
conferred under section 13(2) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice dated 26.11.2019 and Notice 09-01-2020
calling upon Mr. Dheeraj Yadav, Ms. Renu Yadav, Mr. Om Prakash (Hereinafter
referred to as “Borrowers”) to repay the amount mentioned in the notice Rs.
10,73,145/- (Rupees Ten Lakh Seventy Three ThousandOne Hundred Forty Five
only)within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
[TheBorrowers having failed to the repay the abovementioned amount, notice is hereby
given to theBorrowers and the public in general that the undersignedhas taken symbolic
possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on
him under sub section (4) of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of theSecurity Interest
Enforcement)Rules,2002 on this27thDayofJanof theyear2022].
The borrowers in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal
with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the
Citibank N.A. for an amount of Rs. 10,73,145/- (Rupees Ten Lakh Seventy Three
ThousandOneHundredForty Fiveonly) and interest thereon.
[The Borrowers’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of Section 13 of
theAct, in respect of time avalable, to redeem the secured assets.]
Description of the Immovable Property: All plot of a Apartment No. SCB 152, The
SkyCourt, DLFGardenCity Sector 86,Gurgoan 122002.

POSSESSION NOTICE

Authorized Officer
Citibank N.A.

Date: 27/01/2022
Place: Gurgoan

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL
EXTENSION MANAGEMENT (MANAGE)
(An Autonomous Organization of the Ministry of Agriculture &

Farmers Welfare, Govt. of India)
Rajendranagar, Hyderabad - 500 030. Tel: 040 - 24594509, Fax : 040-24015388

Mobile : +91 9705699930, www.manage.gov.in

Sd/-
Dy. Director (Admn)

CORRIGENDUM
In continuation to recruitment notice no. EN 43/7 published in the
Employment News dated 22-28 January, 2022 regarding filling up of
Group-Apositions atMANAGE, following corrigendum is hereby issued :-
Vacancy of two posts of “Assistant Director” (Sl. No. 2 & 3 in the above said
notice) under Direct Recruitment (DR) in the Pay Matrix Level-10
(Rs. 57,700/- to 1,82,400/-) in the category UR & OBC have been
cancelled due to administrative reasons.

Attheprotest siteonMonday. SukritaBaruah

This is to notify that Medical Record Committee of
RG Stone Urology & Laparoscopy Hospital (East of
Kailash) Pitampura, Rajouri Garden, Gagan Vihar and
Faridabad) as per guidelines has decided to discard
all its Inpatient Files prior to 31-12-2016 and OPD files
prior to 31-12-2018. Any patient who underwent
treatment at above said hospitals prior to 31-12-2016
or visited OPD prior to 31-12-2018 and requires a copy
of the treatment records should please contact the
Medical Record Department before 01-03-2022. Please
note that no such requests will be entertained thereafter.

REGD. OFFICE: F-12, East of Kailash, New Delhi-110065
Tel.: 011-71056000, 9899947937

PPUUBBLLIICC NNOOTTIICCEE SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE IN PULMONARY MEDICINE
NSCB MEDICAL COLLEGE JABALPUR (M.P.)

S.N./Est./Gaz./SEPM/2022/01 Jabalpur, Dated- 20/01/22

// Advertisement Notice //
In compliance of and consequent to Department of Medical Education Govt. of MP order no. F1-3/2018/55-2 Dated 26/05/2018, order no. F1-3/2018/55-2 Dated 12/26-03-2019 and order no. 257/2018/55-1 dated 06/08/2018 Madhya Pradesh Super
Specialty Chikitsa Shikshak Adarsh Seva Niyam 2018 & Commissioner medical Education Circular no.5528/ Est./Gaz./2018 Dated 11/09/2018 regarding schedule of posts and Govt. of MP gazette (Extra-Ordinary) dated 14/08/2019 regarding state level
reservation roster, & order no. 2-57/2018/55-1 dated 07/04/2018 Madhya Pradesh Swashasi Mahavidhyalaya chikitskiya Adarsh Sewa Niyam 2018, the posts of Professor/Associate Professor/Assistant Professor under teaching cadre in various super
specialty & broad specialty subjects and medical officer under non teaching cadre are to be filled. Only those applicants will be eligible to apply who fulfill govt. of MP/MCI/NMC norms. Applications for the vacant posts are invited in the office of Director
School of Excellence in Pulmonary Medicine, NSCB Medical College campus Jabalpur latest by 05:30 PM on 21/02/2022. Those who have already applied in response to previous advertisement no S.N./Est./Gaz./SEPM/2021/11 Jabalpur Dated 26/11/2021
(last date 27/12/2021 ) need not apply again. Their application will be considered.
Vacancy position of the various posts Is as under:

TABLE NO. 01

Note-01: As per above table , posts are reserved for - EWS- Economically Weaker Section, ST- Scheduled Tribe, SC-Scheduled Caste and OBC= Other Backward Classes. OBC and EWS category candidates must submit certificate regarding Non
creamy layer.(where ever applicable)
Salary and Other benefits:
1. Lump sum per month:- Professor 03 Lakhs Associate professor 2.5 Lakhs Assistant professor 1.5 Lakhs. 2. HRA 10% of monthly Salary 3. 8% Annual increment 4. NPS- 14 % Employer contribution 5. Incentive under Ayushman yojna as per

prevailing Rules 6. 50% revenue sharing in paid OPD & 20% revenue sharing in interventional treatment
TABLE NO. 02

Details of the advertisement & application format are also being provided on the Website of NSCB Medical College Jabalpur www.nscbmc.ac.in and Director medical education, M.P. website www.medicaleducation.mp.gov.in
For queries please Email to chest.jabalpur@gmail.com or send whatsapp message on 9425162882

Sd/-
Director and Member Secretary Saadhikar Samiti

School of Excellence in Pulmonary Medicine
G-22029/21 NSCB Medical College Jabalpur MP

d 20 10hRLY(5)

LAST DATE - 21/02/2022

S.N Name of Post
(Super Specialty)

Category wise vacancy Total

3 4
1 2 UR EWS ST SC OBC

1 Professor Pulmonary Medicine 01 00 00 00 00 01

2 Associate Professor Pulmonary Medicine 00 00 00 00 01 01

3 Assistant Professor Pulmonary Medicine 00 00 01 00 01 02

S.N Name of Post
(Super Specialty)

Category wise vacancy Total
3 4

1 2 UR EWS ST SC OBC

1 Professor-Respiratory Medicine 01 00 00 00 00 01

2 Associate Professor-Respiratory Medicine 00 00 01 00 00 01

3 Assistant Professor-Radio diagnosis 01 00 00 00 00 01

No. post Pay Scale Category wise Vacancy Total
UR EWS ST SC OBC 01

01 Medical officer 15600-39100+5400 & NPA as per prevaililng rules 00 00 00 00 01

IYûSXû³ff ÀfZ ¶f¨f³fZ IYe °fe³f ¶ff°fZÔ ¶fWbX°f ªføYSXe, MXeIYf »f¦f½ff³ff, ¸ffÀIY ´fWX³f³ff AüSX A´f³ff³ff Qû ¦fªf QcSXeÜ
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ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

ASMANY as 4,576 children re-
ceivedtheirsecondvaccineshot
till 6 pmonMonday in Delhi —
accounting for 21.7% of those
who became eligiblewhen the
Covid vaccination drive opened
upfortheseconddoseinchildren
aged 15-17 years. There were
21,029 children who had re-
ceivedtheir firstshotonJanuary
3,whenthedriveopenedforthe
group, and became eligible for
theirsecondshotthisMondayaf-
tercompletingthe28-gapperiod
betweentwoshotsofCovaxin.
The children are eligible to

receiveonlyCovaxinshots.
Therewere 13,604 shots ad-

ministeredtochildrenintotaltill
Monday evening, as per data
from theCoWINportal. In com-
parison,anaverageof9,001shots
were administered to children
everydayoverthelastsevendays.
“Theseconddoseopenedfor

childrentoday,but theresponse
wasn’t great. This is because the
shotswere only being adminis-
tered at our designated vaccine
centres today;wewill start or-
ganisingcampsatschoolstomor-
row onwards. We started the
campmodeadaylaterwhenthe
vaccinationbeganforchildrenat
thebeginningofthemonth.Now
that children are aware that the
campswill happen in schools,
mostareoptingtogettheirshots
there itself,” saidanofficial from
Delhi’shealthdepartment.
Another district official said

they are hoping that the num-
bers will increase Tuesday on-
wardsas thecampsbegin.
So far, at least 8,06,109 chil-

dren have been administered
their first dose, accounting for
77.5% of the estimated children
in thisagegroup inDelhi.
A total of 76,185 shots were

administered onMonday till 6
pm,slightlyhigherthantheme-
dian 70,301 shots administered
duringthepreviousweek.There
wereonly10,127shotsadminis-
tered in total on Sunday, when
thenumberofpeoplegettingthe

shotsusuallydecreases. Incom-
parison,lastSunday11,723shots
were administered, and 23,579
theweekbefore.
The Indian Express had re-

ported that the immunisation
driveinDelhihasbeenreaching
a saturation point — 100% of
adults have received their first
dose in thecapital andover82%
havereceivedtheirseconddose.
“Thenumberswill increasea

little again aswe start giving the
childrentheirseconddoseof the
vaccinefromJanuary31,”saidthe
official, adding that the number
of people receiving precaution
doses is likely to increase after
three months as most people
whoareeligiblehadtheinfection
during the January case surge.
Governmentguidelinesstatethat
ashothastobegivenafteragapof
threemonthsfromaninfection.
So far, 2.71 lakh precaution

doses have been administered.
There are a total of 9.70 lakh
healthcare and frontlinework-
ers,andpeopleovertheageof60
yearswith co-morbidities eligi-
ble for theprecautiondoses.
Meanwhile,thecitysawfewer

than 3,000 cases (2,779) being
recordedwhilethepositivityrate
stoodat6.20% from44,847 tests,
asperthedailyhealthbulletin.
The number of fatalities,

however,remainedhigh,with38
moredeathsbeingadded to the
toll. This takes the total number
ofdeathsinJanuaryto758,cross-
ing740recorded last Junewhen
thesecondwavewaswaning.

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

“ELECTIONSNEED to be fought
overreal issues—development,
why is there no water in your
taps, why is there no electricity
andnoroads,whyarepeoplenot
able to find employment,” said
PriyankaGandhiVadra,All India
Congress Committee General
Secretary in-charge of Uttar
Pradesh, as she kickstarted her
door-to-door campaign from
NoidaonMonday.
“Youaretalkingabout80per

cent and 20 per cent, why are

younottalkingabouthowmany
peopleareunemployedinUttar
Pradesh?Whyare younot talk-
ingabouthowthepercentageof
moneyspentoneducationinthe
budgethasreduced,whyareyou
nottalkingabouthowmuchyou
have spent on health facilities?
We are saying that the election
needstobefoughtonthesemat-
ters,” she said, adding that only
political parties benefit from
spreadingcasteismandcommu-
nalism,not thepublic.
Earlier thismonth, UP Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath had
said that the Assembly election
will be an80per cent versus 20

percent fight.
“There are many students,

young people whose careers
have been destroyed... hoping
that theywill get jobs after giv-
ingexams.Whentheyraisetheir
voice, they are beingbeatenup.
For them, we want to create a
specialrecruitmentcommission
thatwillunderstandtheseprob-
lemsandsolve them,” shesaid.
Elaborating on the ‘Ladki

Hoon, Lad Sakthi Hoon’ slogan
thatispartof theCongresscam-
paign,Vadrasaid,“Womenneed
tounderstandhowmuchpower
theyhave.Womenarenottaken
seriously in politics now.

Womenmust stand together,
andsaythatwewanttostandon
ourfeet...youmustmakeussafe
andable,andgiveusthechance
to fight.”
Vadra,whowascampaigning

for Pankhuri Pathak, the party’s
candidate fromNoida, said that
peopleofNoidaareunhappy.
“Nobodylistenstothem,no-

body even sees the MLA, they
onlyseehisadvertisements,”she
said. She added that it was sig-
nificantthattheCongressiscon-
testing all 403 seats in the state
afternearly threedecades.
The Congress leader visited

theJJcolonyinSector8aspartof
her door-to-door campaign,
where a large crowd had gath-
ered inthenarrowlanesstrewn
withparty flagsandpamphlets,
and people watched from ter-
racesandshops.
“She told uswewill getwa-

terconnectionsandfreeelectric-
ity,” said Rita Yadav, a 35-year-
old resident of the colony, who

met Vadra. “We don’t havewa-
ter connections, and thewater
we get is hard,” she said. Her
nephew, Ashu Kumar Singh, a
22-year-oldcollegestudent,said
that the water in the colony,
mostlydrawnfromhandpumps,
washardly fit todrink.
Uday Chandra Jha (60), a re-

tired auto partsmachinist who
has lived in the colony for over
35 years, said, “Not much has
changed over the years. The
smallerjhuggisjustbecamecon-
crete buildings. There’s still no
cleanwaterorproperdrains,and
the colony is still considered
unauthorised.”

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THE SUPREME Court Monday
agreed to takeupurgentlyape-
tition seeking contempt action
against the Haryana Chief
Secretary and Director General
of Police for allegedly failing to
stop “fringe elements” protest-
ingagainstMuslimsperforming
Fridayprayers ingroupsin“var-
iouslocations...pre-approvedby
local authorities” inGurgaon.
“Iwilllookintoitandpostbe-

fore the appropriate bench im-
mediately,” said Chief Justice of
IndiaNVRamana,beforewhom
thematterwasmentioned.
Appearingforthepetitioner,

former Rajya Sabha MP
Mohammad Adeeb, senior ad-
vocate Indira Jaisingh said the
plea is not based only on news-
paper reports. “We have our-
selves filed complaints.We are

not asking for any enforcement
of FIR. This court has laid down
preventivemeasures,” shesaid.
The petition said that Friday

prayer or jummanamaz,where
Muslims offer prayer in congre-
gation,“isconsideredanessential
practise in Islam” and that “due
tothefootfallduringthedaytime
inGurgaon, Friday prayers have
beenofferedbyMuslimcommu-
nity at various locations that are
pre-approvedbylocalauthorities
forthesaidpurpose”.
Itaddedthatthis“measureis

necessitated due to lack of ad-
ministrative foresight in town-
planningandnon-availabilityof
spaces fornamaz”.
While stating that “theopen

locations used for the limited
purposeofperformingnamazis
not in anymanner of encroach-
ment, but rather is conducted
onlyafterapproval fromtherel-
evant... authorities...”, it added
that “asmany as 37 such places

had been designated for this
purpose by the police and dis-
trict authorities themselves”.
However, in the last few

months, “there has been a con-
stant rise in incidents revolving
aroundthesaidFridayprayersat
the behest of some identifiable

hooligans,withnolocalsupport,
who portray themselves falsely
inthenameof religionandseek
to create an atmosphere of ha-
tredandonecommunityacross
thecity,” thepleacontended.
Pointing out that several

complaintsweregiventotheau-

thorities, the plea filed through
advocate Fuzail Ahmad Ayyubi
said: “Despite the... complaints,
there remained severe inaction
at the hands of the contemnors
and the incidents grew both in
intensity and number every
FridayatGurgaon.”
The refusal to take action

against what is being “perpe-
trated by aminiscule group of
fringe elements” amounts to
contemptof thecourt’s2018or-
der in Tehseen S Poonawalla Vs
Union of India and Others in
which the apex court had laid
down preventive measures to
avoid communal incidents spi-
ralling into lynching, etc.
In the case, the court “ex-

pected the law enforcement
agenciestoidentifycommunally
divisive tendencies... and to nip
them in the bud”, the plea said,
urging the court to initiate con-
tempt proceedings against the
officials.

GURGAON
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IN LINE
ThePresident’sBodyguardatParliamentHouseonthefirstdayof theBudgetSession,Monday.PremNathPandey

Namaz row: SC to hear plea seeking
contempt action against officials

Gurgaonhadwitnessedprotestsoverofferingofnamaz in
publicplaces frommembersof right-wingoutfitsand locals
forseveralmonths.Archive

Another
assaultcase
inShahdara
New Delhi: Days after a
young woman was ab-
ductedandallegedlygan-
graped in Shahdara, an-
other case of assault has
been reported from the
samedistrict. Police said
twosisterswereallegedly
beaten up by a group of
peopleSundayeveningaf-
ter theyobjected to them
sellingdrugs.Accordingto
police, one of the sisters
saidtheiryoungerbrother
was addicted to smack
and she wanted him to
stop. On Sunday, she and
her sister followed their
brother and found a
womanwho sells smack
in thearea.Whenthesis-
tersobjected, thewoman
called her husband and
three other familymem-
berswho hurled abuses
andallegedly beat up the
womenpublicly. The vic-
tims later called police. A
senior police officer said,
“We received a call about
theincident.Twowomen
were assaulted by two
other women and their
family members, who
have a criminal history.
One person has been ar-
rested.” Police said the
othersareontherun.

Howwillyou
payDAMEPL:
HCtoMetro
NewDelhi: TheDelhi HC
Mondayasked theDMRC
to provide itwith an an-
swer on how it will pay
the money it owes to
AnilAmbani-ledReliance
Infrastructure-promoted
Delhi Airport Metro
Express Pvt Ltd. “On the
nextdateofhearing,Idon’t
wanttohearanythinghere
and there,” said Justice
SureshKumarKait,while
hearing a plea related to
the 2017 arbitral award
pertainingtoDelhiAirport
MetroExpressLine.ENS

BRIEFLY

‘Kapil Mishra hadn’t surfaced
when violence was planned’

Second dose begins
for teens, camps at
schools from today

RUN-UP TO UP ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS

Those who raise voice against joblessness beaten up: Priyanka in Noida

2 booked for spreading
misinformation online

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

OPPOSINGFORMERJNUstudent
Umar Khalid’s bail in a UAPA
case in connection with the
NortheastDelhiriots, theprose-
cutionMonday toldacourt that
therewasaproposaltoincitevi-
olencebythemainconspirators
before BJP leader Kapil Mishra
waseven in thepicture.
Dismissing the narrative of

Mishra’s complicity in the riots,
Special Public Prosecutor (SPP)
AmitPrasadreadoutportionsof
someWhatsApp chats and ar-
guedbeforeAdditionalSessions
Judge Amitabh Rawat: “There
wasaproposaltoinciteviolence
asonFebruary17,2020,whichis
the timewhen you draw a nar-
rative that Kapil Mishra came
there...WherewasKapilMishra
then?Hehas not even surfaced
anywhere and your proposal to
inciteviolencehas surfaced.”
“Blockade is not the picture.

The picture is the riots that fol-

low, the riots which happen.
Thatisthereasondespitethefact
thatyouhaveblockedcrucial lo-
cations, you say this. Kapil
Mishraisnottheretillnow,nota
whisper on 17th. For that you
need a name and a narrative,”
Prasadargued.
The SPP spent most of the

hearing reading from the
WhatsApp chats of several ac-
cused in the main conspiracy
case, arguing that several inci-
dentsof riotingintheaftermath
oftheanti-CAAandNRCprotests
hadmuch in commonwith the
Delhi riots.
Prasad told the court that

there was “prior planning” as
“petrol bomb is not something
you buy in a shop. You need

someone tomake it and some-
one who knows how to use it.
There ispriorplanning.Thefirst
phase riotswere also not spon-
taneous”.
The SPP added that the FIRs

registered in both incidents had
identicalpatternssuchas the in-
volvement of commonpeople:
“Thereasonwhyfirstphaseriots
failedwasthatthedesiredmobil-
isationwasnotthere.Theycould-
n’tdothatmuchofmobilisation.”
ASJRawatremarkedthatthe

“one common thread” he has
seenontheargumentsmadeby
the SPPwas that “when some-
body has done something and
he has said something in the
group, then you say they have
saidsomethingnasty,butwhen
they don’t, you say they are so
clever”.
Prasadtold thecourt, “There

is incitement toviolenceandsi-
lence. I will show from the
recordwhy this is a conspiracy
of silence. It is my contention,
which Iwillmakegoodby their
conduct.”

PriyankaGandhiVadra,All
IndiaCongressCommittee
GeneralSecretary in-charge
ofUP,kickstartedherdoor-
to-doorcampaignfrom
Noida,Monday.AbhinavSaha
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CHIEF MINISTER Arvind
Kejriwal Monday handed over
compensationchequestofarm-
erswhosecropsweredamaged
due to unseasonal rains last
October. The government has
set aside Rs 55.35 crore for
45,000villagers atpresent.
“Right after we came to

power, a group of farmers told
mehowtheunseasonalrainshad
destroyed their crops...We im-
mediatelyannouncedacompen-
sationofRs20,000peracre.The
amountwas transferredwithin
2-3months... Now, in October
lastyear,asimilarsituationtran-
spired. We have again started
providing compensation at Rs
20,000peracre...Thelogicissim-
ple:ifafarmerhasfacedlessthan
70% of the damage, the govern-
mentwill pay at the rate of 70%.
Ifmorethan70%we’llpay100%.

Sincewemade the announce-
ment, our teamshavebeen sur-
veying the on-grounddamage...
Unlikeotherstatesthathavethe
audacitytohandoverRs10-20as
compensation to insult farmers,
theDelhi government is paying
averyrespectableamount.A lot
of thesechequesareoverRs2-3
lakh,”hesaid.
Unseasonal rains in January

havealsodamagedthemustard
crop in several areas in the city.
Kejriwal said a survey to assess
loss to the cropwill be started
soonto fix compensation.

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

POLICEMONDAY booked two
persons for spreadingmisinfor-
mationon theShahdaraabduc-
tion and gangrape case and is-
suedanappeal to thepublicnot
to name the young woman or
postherphotosandpersonalde-
tails.Thiscameafterseveralpeo-
ple posted tweets falsely claim-
ing that she had committed
suicide, while revealing her
nameandphotos.
Police have booked the two

under IPC sections 153 (wan-
tonlygivingprovocationtocause
riot), 153 A (promoting enmity
between different groups), and
505 (b)(c) (statements conduc-
ingtopublicmischiefwithintent
tocause fear insociety).
The womanwas abducted,

allegedly gangraped and pa-
raded by her neighbours in
Shahdara lastweek. Policehave
arrestedninepeopleandappre-
hendedthree juveniles.

R Sathiyasundaram, DCP
(Shahdara), released a state-
ment,clarifyingthatthewoman
was alive: “We sent a team to
her house. The woman is ab-
solutely safeand fine. The team
is in touch with her... people
whoarepostingherphotosand
revealinghername... arebreak-
ing the law.Wehave registered
two FIRs against persons for
spreading false rumours
and giving the incident a reli-
gious/communal colour.”
Inoneofthevideospostedon-

line, a groupofwomenare seen
thrashing the victimwith belts
andpipeswhileboysofthesame
familyareseenharassingher.
On this, the DCP said, “We

found that a certain group of
peoplearetryingtogivetheinci-
dent a communal colour. The
motive is personal enmity. The
accusedblamed thewoman for
their 15-year-old son’s suicide.
There’snocommunalangle.We
are taking necessary action
against all those spreadingmis-
information.”

4,576childrenreceived
their secondshot till
Monday6pm.AmitMehra

Prosecutiontells courtduringUmarKhalid’sbailhearing

Khalid is
accusedina
UAPAcase in
connection
withtheNE
Delhi riots

CMArvindKejriwal

SHAHDARARAPE-ASSAULTKejriwal hands over
cheques to farmers
hit by unseasonal rain

CM to monitor
compensation
for families of
govt staff who
died of Covid

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

COMPENSATIONFORfamiliesof
those Delhi government em-
ployees who died of Covid-19
willnowbemonitoredbyChief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal. The
cabinet Monday approved the
formation of a dedicated
group of ministers to handle
these cases.
In 2020, the Delhi govern-

ment had announced that in
case healthcare workers, secu-
rity/sanitationstaff oranyother
government official, including
police personnel, deployed on
Coviddutiesbythegovernment
contracted Covid during their
duties and died, their families
would be given ex-gratia of
aroundRs1crore.
Accordingtosources,several

complaints hadbeenmadeand
it was alleged that there was a
disparity in how the amount is
beingdisbursed.
The group of ministers as-

signed for the task will be
headed by Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia.
HealthMinister Satyendar Jain
and Revenue Minister Kailash
Gahlot will be part of the
group.
The groupwill individually

examine every case and send
its recommendations totheCM
as the final authority, a state-
ment issued by the govern-
ment said.
The statement also added

that the compensation will be
processed faster with the CM
takingchargeof the issue.
“The CMwill take charge of

dispensing compensation and
act as the final authority in case
of discrepancies... Families of
Covidwarriorswillreceivecom-
pensation in record time,” the
statementadded.
Those eligible include tem-

poraryorpermanentorcontrac-
tual employees in the govern-
mentorprivatesectorwhowere
deployedforCoviddutiesbythe
Delhigovernment.

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 15,426 13,922
ICU BEDS 4,462 3,881

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
10,127

NOIDA
Jan30 Jan31

Cases 364 620
Deaths 1 3
GURGAON
Cases 1,267 1,155
Deaths 3 2

OMICRON
CASES
549

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 1,452
OXYGENSUPPORT 427
VENTILATORSUPPORT 128

DELHI: TOTAL
CASES
18,30,268

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Jan30 3,674 6,954 30 57,686
Jan31 2,779 5,502 38 44,847
Total 18,729* 17,85,674 25,865 3,49,02,560
*Total active cases inDelhi

New Delhi



- Arvind Kejriwal

"According to experts, Omicron spreads very rapidly, but there is no need
topanic.Continue towearyourmask, followall covidnormsandwhen it’s
time, remember togetyourPrecautionDoseof theCovid-19vaccine”

CORONA ISN'T OVER YET!
REMEMBER TO GET VACCINATED

CORONA ISN'T OVER YET!
REMEMBER TO GET VACCINATED

Health care workers and front line
workers must get the Precaution
Dose of Covid-19 vaccine
(On completion of 9 months/39 weeks from the date of 2nd dose)

Children in the 15-18 age group
must get the Covid-19 vaccine

(On completion of 9 months/39 weeks from the date of 2nd dose)

60 years + with co-morbidities
must take the Precaution Dose
of Covid-19 vaccine

www.delhifightscorona.in

(All those born before 31st December, 2007 are eligible)

Directorate of Health & Family Welfare, Government of NCT of Delhi
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● Bitter Harvest
TherulingBJPistryinghardtowin
backfarmers.Makingits jobmore
difficult, farmerleaderRakesh
Tikaittargettedthegovernmenton
Monday,thedaythefarmersob-
servedas ‘VishwasghatDivas’or

‘BetryalDay’.TakingtoTwitter,TikaitallegedPMModihas
“betrayedfarmers”bynottakingbackpolicecasesagainst
protestersandnotsolving MSPandelectricitybill issues.

4.4KLIKES,1.3KRETWEETSIN8HOURS

& C O N T E N D E R SP A R T I E S

THEBIGFIGHT

LIZMATHEW
FATEHABAD,KASGANJ,
JANUARY31

THEAGGRESSIVEpitchofUnion
HomeMinisterAmitShahashe
campaigns door-to-door in
western Uttar Pradesh, which
goes to polls in the first two
phases,reflectstheuneaseinthe
BJP over the traction the
Samajwadi Party-Rashtriya Lok
Dalallianceseemstobegetting,
at least inoptics.
Shahtookchargeof thecam-

paign soon after several OBC
leaders left theBJP inquick suc-
cession for the SP. This is ex-
pected tohelpAkhileshYadav’s
outreach to OBCs, to blur caste
linesandexpand theSPbeyond
itsMuslim-Yadav vote bank. In
westernUP,wheretheRLDholds
considerable sway among Jats,
thatmakes the SP-RLD combi-
nationa formidableone.
With fatherMulayam Singh

Yadav virtually retired, this is
Akhilesh’sfirstsoloelection.And
inboththeoutreachtoOBCsand
bonhomiewithRLDchief Jayant
Chaudhary,he isbankingbigon
the shake-up of the SP’s base.
Thealliancealsobringstogether
Jats andMuslims, two substan-
tialgroupswhoserelationshave
beenstrainedby the2013riots.
TheOBCsconstituteover50%

ofthestate’spopulation.In2017,

the SP had contested 311 con-
stituencies and won 47, with
21.82% votes, and the RLD 277
seatsandwon1,with1.78%votes.
TheBJPhadgot39.7%votes.
“TheSPstrategyisworking,its

support base is getting bigger.
Now that Jats arewith us,more
communities are backing us.
Someof themhad shifted to the
BJP in 2017 and 2019,” says
BhavsinghGurjar,avegetableven-
dorinFatehabad,anSPsupporter.
Laxman Mahore, another

vegetable seller, chips in: “Price
rise andunemployment are big
issues. Even Dalits want to see
theSP-RLDwinthiselection.”
Mahesh Chand Yadav, who

runs a truck service centre in
Agra, agrees “sameekaran (un-
derstanding)” ishappening, but
says that doesn’t enthuse him
abouttheSP-RLD’sprospects.“It
isnotlikelytomakemuchdiffer-
ence other than making it a
tough fight. A BJP defeat is un-
likely as it has urban support.
Andwhilebackwardsarenotvo-
cal about it, the BJP has a vote
bank in the name of Ram
Mandir.”
Jawar Singh, who runs a

small roadside eatery in
Mathura, brings up the anger
among farmers, a largenumber
of themJats,againsttheBJPover
thefarmlaws.“Jat farmerswere

alreadyupsetwiththeYogigov-
ernment, then came the police
atrocities. Jats are self-respect-
ingpeople.Theywillnot forgive
theBJP,” Jawarsays.
BablooKushwaha,afarmerin

Agra, is certain there is a realign-
mentofcommunitiesbehindthe
SPandRLD. “Pichadi jati koye tay
karnahaiunkodharamchahiyeya
vikas (thebackwardshave tode-
cidewhether theywant religion
or development)... The govern-
menthasnoissueotherthantem-
ple.Mandirse insaankapetnahin
bharega(Atemplecannotcounter
hunger),” he says, adding, “More
Kushwahas, Gurjars and Sainis
willsupporttheBJPthistime.”
One of the constituencies

wheretheBJPseemscomfortably
placed is Kasganj. “In this con-
stituency,theBJPhasthesupport
ofLodhRajputs,Baghels,Thakurs
and Rajputs. There is nomajor
dentinitsvotebase,”saysSaurav
Verma,amunimatabrickkiln.
AndthenthereisModi,whose

image remains largely intact.
“Modiasaleaderstillevokeshope
andpeoplewant tobelievehim.
The backwards, cutting across
castelines,trusthim.OncethePM
hits the campaign trail, the BJP's
graphwill riseandtheconfusion
overthisso-calledfightwoulddis-
appear,” declaresDineshKumar,
asocialworkerinKasganj.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN, JANUARY31

IN THE political history of
Uttarakhand, former chief min-
ister Major General (Retd) B C
Khanduri is one of the tallest
leaders. In 2022,with his loyal-
ists nowwith other parties, his
daughterRituKhanduriBhushan
isnowinthefield,fightingafight
her fatheronce lost.
Khanduri first came to state

politicswiththeplauditsofhav-
ingpilotedtheABVajpayeegov-
ernment’s grand national high-
ways development plan as
Unionminister. A Brahmin, he
enjoyedthesupportofthestate’s
other domi-
nant caste,
Thakurs,
even as his
Army back-
ground helped among
Uttarakhand’s large defence
population.
In2007,thesecondAssembly

election of Uttarakhand, the BJP
hadnamedKhanduriCMafter it
won and formed the govern-
ment. However, just years later,
after losing the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, it had replaced Khanduri
withRameshPokhriyal‘Nishank’.
Thelatter,inturn,lastedtwoyears
aswell,astheBJP,underpressure
frompartymenwho coined the
slogan “Khanduri hai zoroori
(Khanduri is needed)” brought
Khanduri back fivemonths be-
forethe2012Assemblypolls.
Despite the flip-flops at the

top,theBJPhadcomewithinwin-
ning distance – a performance
largely attributed to Khanduri.
However, with one seat more
than the BJP, the Congress had
formedthegovernment.Adding
insulttoKhanduri’sinjury,hehad

himself lost fromKotdwartothe
Congress’s Surendra SinghNegi,
reaffirming anUttarakhand be-
lief that its sitting CMnever re-
tains his or her seat. Since then,
Khanduri has virtually receded
intothebackground.Now89,he
is battling health issues and
largely staysathome.
In 2017, the BJP hadwrested

back Kotdar, with Harak Singh
Rawat defeating Negi. While
HarakisnowintheCongress,and
hasnotgotaticket,Negiisagainin
theraceasaCongresscandidate,
againstKhanduri’sdaughterRitu.
While Ritu hadwon in 2017

from Yamkeshwar, the BJP
shiftedhertoKotdwarthistime,
making this a prestige battle of

sorts for the
Khanduris.
BJP sources

said Rituwasn’t
toopleasedwith

thechange.Yamkeshwarwould
havebeenasafeseatforher,hav-
ingbeenalwayswonbywomen
Brahmin candidates. However,
theBJPchoseCongress turncoat
RenuBisht for the seat, andRitu
was innopositiontoresist.
Plus,sourcessaid,internalsur-

veys indicatedRituwasnot very
popular at Yamkeshwar, seen as
spendingmostof her timeaway.
Ritu’s husband is senior IASoffi-
cer andUnionHealth Secretary
RajeshBhushan, a crucial official
intheCentre’santi-Covidefforts.
Ritusaysherfatherremainsas

relevantaseverinUttarakhandas
he hasworked for the state and
brought it development. “Iwant
tocontinuethattradition.Mypol-
iticsinthelastfiveyearshasbeen
about development,” she says,
addingsheoftenconsultshim.
Negi will be a challenge, as

will be the seat change, Ritu ac-
cepts, addingshe is ready for it.

Khanduri’s daughter
faces uphill battle
against candidate
her father lost to

VOTINGON
FEBRUARY 14

AMILBHATNAGAR
BULANDSHAHR , JANUARY31

ONA campaign tour last week,
BJP’sSyanaMLADevendraSingh
Lodhi had no sooner entered
Maakdi village in his con-
stituency than he had to leave.
Just ashis SUVhadstopped, an-
gry locals surrounded it, shout-
ing slogans. Lodhi
sped away, without
asking forvotes.
Lodhi is one of

the three sitting
MLAs retained as
candidates by the BJP in
Bulandshahr. Four othersMLAs
have been dropped over voter
dissatisfaction. In 2017, Lodhi
hadwon the seat that’s domi-
natedby theLodhiRajput caste,

followed by Muslims and the
Jats. Lodhi had defeated BSP’s
DilnawazKhanby70,000votes.

Khan had won the
2012 polls on a
Congress ticket.
This year, Khan is

pitted against Lodhi
again, but as the SP-

RLDcombinecandidate.Andwith
the protests inMaakdi, the BJP
MLAmaynothaveiteasyatall.
“There was a reason why

everyonewasangrywithLodhi.If
anyonedoesaquicksurveyinthe

constituency, theywill tell you
that he never visits the region,”
saysaresident,BaljeetChaudhary.
“Alocalrepresentativeshouldide-
ally visit the village... If nothing,
just to listen to people’s griev-
ances.Butheneverdid.Theyalso
knowpeopleultimately vote for
ModiorYogisoitdoesn’tmatterif
theyworkornot,”
BesidesMaakdi, Lodhi faced

similar protests in villages such
as Ratanpur, Longa, Kisaula and
Bharana.
For Khan, it is RLD chief

JayantChaudhary’s“effortsdur-
ingthe farmerprotests”andthe
schemes announced by the al-
liance that will bear fruit in
Syana. “When I lost (in 2017), I
thought people have faith in
Lodhi. But over the next five
years,hedidnotdoanythingfor

his constituency, and as a result
there is mass protest...From
farmers to backward classes,
peopleacrosscastelineswantto
giveus themandate. On10th, it
will be evident,” he told The
IndianExpress.
Lodhi was not available for

comment. But, while the anger
against himmeans an opportu-
nity for the SP-RLD combine to
grabSyana,BJPsupportersarestill
optimistic – the reason, Yogesh
Raj,amuchreveredlocal leader.
Rajisinjail fortheDecember

2018riots,whichledtothemur-
der of Inspector SubodhKumar
Singh is in jail. As he supported
the BJP andwas also amember
of the BajrangDal, a large num-
berofSyanavotersmaygravitate
towardsLodhi. FULLREPORT
www.indianexpress.com

BJPMLA
Devendra
Singh
Lodhi

ForRitu,abattleofprestige inKotdwar.Express

In Syana, ‘missing’ BJP MLA opens
window of hope for SP-RLD combine

SHIVNARAYAN
RAJPUROHIT
JEWAR,JANUARY31

LUSH GREEN fields straddling
roads are ubiquitous in fertile
western Uttar Pradesh. But the
landscape along Sikandarabad-
Jewar road is dottedwith dug-
up agricultural land, heavyma-
chinery and display boards
announcing‘NoidaInternational
Airport, Jewar’.
Opinions on the airport,

touted as “Asia’s largest” and
Yogi Aditayanath’s dreamproj-
ect, however, are divided in the
JewarAssemblyconstituencyof
Gautam Buddh Nagar district,
with anger high in six villages
that are among the most af-
fected. Jewar votes in the first
phase,onFebruary10.
It’s thediscontentwithcom-

pensationforlandwhichSP-RLD
candidate Avtar Singh Bhadana
istappinginto.“TheBJPMLA(sit-
ting legislator Dhirendra Singh)
has lured farmers into selling
theirland.Iwillensurefourtimes
compensation,”saysBhadanain
Ranhera,whichwillbeacquired
insecondphaseof theproject.
Bhadana’s words find reso-

nance among farmers, who are
seekingfourtimesthecirclerate
fortheirlandinsteadoftwotimes
(the amount decided upon, for
changeinlandusefrom‘rural’ to
‘urban’). “Do you think this is an
urbanarea?Evenifconsideredso,
letthegovernmentapplythe‘ur-
ban’circleratehere,”saysNaresh
Kumar Sharma fromRanhera, a
Thakur-dominatedvillage.
SureshThakur,a farmer from

thedominantcommunity,sayshe
toowouldlikethehikedcompen-
sation, butnot at the cost of vot-
ing out theBJP. “We should take
whatthegovernmentisoffering.”
InneighbouringRohivillage,

wherearound500housesstood
untilayearago,afewtentsinthe
rubblesymbolisetheresistance.
“Wewon’tleaveuntilthecorrect
compensation is awarded. A
group of displaced farmers has
movedtheHighCourt,”saysRavi
Kumar, aBSc finalyear student.
Campaigning in Kishorpur

village,DhirendraSinghsayshe
raised the issue of land use
change.“Wehadameetingwith
Yogiji. They told us that an in-
crease in compensation will
maketheprojectfinanciallyun-
viable,” claims theMLA.
Dhirendra is also a familiar

face, having first come to lime-
light during the Bhatta-Parsaul
landagitationwhenhehadtaken
Rahul Gandhi to the protest site
evadingapolicecordon.
DhirendrapraisesAdityanath

for “putting Jewar on theworld
aviationmap”.“Untilafewyears
ago, Jewar’s only claim to fame
was Tappal (known for horse-
shoe and a horse festival),” he
tellsagathering, toa loudcheer.
Dhirendra also claims itwas

hisinterventionthatensuredthe
Noidaauthoritymadeitmanda-
toryforindustriestoabsorb40%
of theirworkforce fromJewar.
AnotherfactorinDhirendra's

favour is his acceptance across
communities.Localssaythatthis
couldbe theonlyUPseatwhere
theBJPgetsconsiderableMuslim
supportduetohispersonalequa-
tionwiththeminorities.
At Bhatta Parsaul, villagers

saywhat they need is a farmer
leader like former PM
ChaudharyCharanSingh,topre-
vent continuous stand-offs on
land acquisition. However, they
don't see one in Charan Singh's
grandson and RLD chief Jayant.
“Isthereanyotheralternativeto
Baba (Adityanath)? TheBhatta-
Parsaulmovementcouldnoten-
sure a Congress victory. The
protestagainsttheJewarairport
will also have limited impact.
Moreover, Dhirendra is our
own,” says Sanjay Sharma of
Bhattavillage.FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

MANAMANSINGHCHHINA
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY31

A VILLAGEmobile repair shop
owner from Ugoke village in
Barnaladistrict,LabhSinghsud-
denlyfindshimself inoneof the
mosthigh-profilecontestsofthis
Punjabelection.Sundayevening
camethesurprisenewsthatfac-
ingtheAamAadmiPartycandi-
datefromtheBhadaurAssembly
constituency will be Chief
MinisterCharanjitSinghChanni.
Itwillbethesecondseatfrom

whereChanniwillcontest,asthe
Congress seeks to cash inon the
unexpectedpopularityofitslast-
minuteCM.ChamkaurSahib,the
other seat fromwhere Channi,
Punjab’sfirstDalitCM,isfighting,
falls inDoaba,whichhas a large
ScheduledCastepopulation.
A reserved constituency,

Bhadaur had beenwon by AAP
in 2017, alongwith the nearby
constituenciesofDirba,Barnala
andMehal Kalan, in theMalwa

belt. AAP Bharaur candidate
Pirmal Singh Dhaula had won
comprehensively, beating the
Akali Dal runner-up by over
20,000 votes, garnering 44.14%
of thevotes.
Provingthissupportwasnot

afluke,AAPhadalsowontheLok
SabhaelectionfromSangrurun-
derwhichBhadaur falls in2019.
In the Bharaur Assembly seg-
ment alone, AAP’s Bhagwant
SinghMann had a 10,000-vote
leadoverhis rival.
Channi’s entry now has

shakenAAP’sconfidenceofhav-
ing it easyhere.
DespiteDhaula switching to

the Congress, its current nomi-
nee Labh Singh has beenwork-
ing hard on the ground. A 35-
year-oldwhostudieduptoClass
12before learningtorepairmo-
bilesandopeningashop,thefa-
ther of two has proved a quick
learner. After joining AAP full-
time,hehasrisenfromtheranks,
from halka in-charge, to block
andcirclepresident.

In the affidavit that he filed
along with his nomination, he
listedaHeroHonda2014motor-
cycleashisasset.
Labh Singh was also under

consideration for a ticket in the
2017AssemblypollsbeforeAAP
decidedtogowithDhaula,who
has a strong presence among
someworkerunionsinthearea.

Labh Singh told The Indian
Express he had been inundated
with“congratulatoryphonecalls
and messages” since the an-
nouncement regarding Channi.
“I ambeing toldbypeople that I
will make history by defeating
the sitting CM.My logic is sim-
ple.HadtheCMdoneanydevel-
opment work in his own con-

stituencyofChamkaurSahib,he
would not have had to shift to
another seat,”heargues.
Thesonofadriver,LabhSingh

alsotalksabouthishumbleback-
groundandsaysheis“fullycom-
mittedtoAAP”. “I amassociated
with theparty since 2013when
the party came to Punjab.” He
also claims that since Dhaula
joinedtheCongresss, thelatter's
influencehaswaned.
Senior AAPMLA and Leader

of Opposition, Harpal Singh
Cheema, who is fighting from
neighbouring Dirba, says the
Congresshopesof increasing its
influence in the area will fail.
“TheyknowtheseareasareAAP
strongholdsandtheythinkthey
canturnthetide inBhadaurand
Barnala by fielding Channi. But
they aremistaken. This young
man, Labh Singh,who lives in a
two-roomhousewithhisfamily,
willdefeattheCM,”saidCheema.
AAP state president Raghav

Chadha andMann, its CM face,
also assert this. “Channi ismost

welcome,buthewillbedefeated
by an AAP groundworker. The
peopleoftheconstituencyareal-
readysayingthattheywill teach
theCMalesson,”saidMann.
ChadhasaidChanniwill lose

from Chamkaur Sahib as well.
“That is why he has come to
Bhadaur..”
Speaking to mediapersons

after filinghis nomination from
BhadaurMonday,Channisaidhe
was fighting elections from
Malwa region to improve the
area. “Badal saab was CM and
then Capt Saab (Amarinder
Singh) too (both contestants
fromMalwa), but this area has
remained backward. I have
come as ‘Sudama’ and the peo-
ple of this area are ‘Krishna’ for
me,”hesaid.
OnAAPclaimsthathewould

also lose Chamkaur Sahib be-
sides Bhadaur, Channi said:
“(Arvind) Kejriwal has lost his
mentalbalance. I challengehim
to fight against me from any
seat.”

Channiafter filinghisnominationonMonday.PTI

MLADhirendraSingh

Thecontender,Bhadana

Modiundented,butcanSPdamageenoughofBJPOBCsupport is thequestion

Hindutva push vs OBC outreach:
western UP contest down to this

SEAT
WATCH

Land relief a drag but
airport may see BJP
through in Jewar

As Channi drops in, on other side is AAP’s ‘humble man’

JEWAR
2017
Winner:
DhirendraSingh (BJP);
1,02,931votes
Runner-up:
VedramBhati (BSP);
80,762votes
2012
Winner:
VedramBhati (BSP);
67,479votes
Runner-up:
DhirendraSingh
(Cong);
57,967votes

Kasganj

Fatehabad

Syana

Jewar

UTTAR
PRADESH

SYANA
2017
Winner:DevendraSingh
Lodhi (BJP);1,25,854votes
Runner-up:DilnawazKhan
(BSP);54,244votes
2012
Winner:DilnawazKhan
(Cong);76,646votes
Runner-up:Devendra
Bharadwaj (BSP);52,223votes

P O L I T I C SH A S H T A G
I Hereby Declare

TOTALASSETS:
`202.61Cr
CASH `1.5 Lakh

MOVABLEASSETS:
`80.74Crore

IMMOVABLEASSETS:
`121.87Crore

VEHICLES:Tractor Tafe,
TractorHolland

PROFESSION:M.Pand
Agriculturist

CRIMINALCASES: 7

EDUCATION:M.B.A

SUKHBIRSINGHBADAL
ShiromaniAkali Dal ( Badal) ,
candidate from Jalalabad

CASH: `1.5 Lakh

MOVABLEASSETS: `2.62Cr
IMMOVABLEASSETS:
`6.82Cr

VEHICLES:Toyata Fortuner
Sigma4, Toyata Fortuner,
Seltos
PROFESSION:Businessman
CRIMINALCASES: Nil
EDUCATION: LLB,MBA
(pursuingPh.D)

TOTALASSETS:
`9.44Cr

CHARANJITSINGHCHANNI
Congress candidate fromBhadaur

CASH
Self: `55.2 Lakh
Spouse: `2.15Crore
As ‘Karta’ of Hindu
UnitedFamily (HUF):
`17 lakh

MOVABLEASSETS:
Self: `3.55Crore
Spouse: `4.17Crore
HUF: `2.7 Crore

IMMOVABLEASSETS:
Seslf: `13.8 Lakh
Spouse: `2.25Crore
HUF: Self acquired:
`14.9Crore
Inherited: `41Crore
VEHICLES: Self:Novehicle
Spouse: Twovehicles-
Innovaand InnovaCrysta
–worthRs26 lakh

CRIMINALCASES: 1
PROFESSION:Politician

EDUCATION:Pre Senior
Cambridge fromDoon
School, NDA

AMARINDERSINGH
Punjab LokCongress Party

candidate fromLambi

UTTARPRADESH

Jan22 Jan31

16,159

Deaths 23,207
DeathsToday 18
Cases

PUNJAB

Jan22 Jan31

7,696

Deaths 17,253
DeathsToday 39
Cases

UTTARAKHAND

Jan22 Jan31

Deaths 7,546
DeathsToday 10
Cases

GOA

Jan22 Jan31
2,668

Deaths 3,693
DeathsToday 11
Cases

MANIPUR

Jan22 Jan31

Deaths 2,046
DeathsToday 5
Cases
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

MISSING PERKS
RAJYASABHAChairmanMVenkaiahNaiduonMondayheld
avirtualmeetingwithleadersofvariousparties intheHouse
on agenda for the Budget session, the first of its kind.While
everyoneappreciatedthatthemeetingwastakingplace,Union
ministerMukhtar AbbasNaqvi lamented that it alsomeant
certain losses. In a lighter vein, he said although technology
allowedNaidutoconductthemeeting,theleadersmissedout
on the delicious south Indianmeals that are served on such
occasions.Naiduassuredthe leadershewillmakeupfor it at
an appropriate occasion. TMC leader DerekO’Brien compli-
mentedNaiduforthefirstvirtualinteractionandurgedhimto
consider thesameforstandingcommitteemeetingsaswell.

RUNNING LATE
ALREADY BATTLING a controversy over recruitment drives,
the Railways Ministry is lagging in filling up even its
internal/routinevacanciesattoplevels.Threezonalrailways
are runningwithout a full-timeGeneralManagerwhile the
in-houseprocesstoappointGMsisinordinatelylate.Thepost
of Director General-Human Resource has also been vacant
for a long time. Worse is the case of Divisional Railway
Managers.Around20of themhavecompletedtheir tenures
and are simplywaiting for next assignments since the past
fewmonths.Addedtothat is themessoverproposedIndian
RailwayManagement Service, which never took off, but
thanks to thatRailwayshasnot recruitedGroupAofficers in
thepast twoyearsandhasnoplans to recruit even thisyear.

WOMEN POWER
FOLLOWINGTHEspectacularshowoftheirwomenmotorcy-
cle acrobats on Rajpath during Republic Day, the BSF on
Monday launched an official Twitter handle in their name
(@SeemaBhawaniBSF). Itwillbeusedtopromotethemotor-
cycle teamandwill putout videos andphotographsof their
antics apart fromnewsabout them,BSFofficers said.A sim-
ilar Instagram account has also been opened. Notably, the
men’smotorcycleteam,whichin2015gotathumbsupfrom
US President Barack Obama, has got no such social media
presence. “The ideabehind themove is to use the apprecia-
tion and fame theyhavegarnered to inspirewomen ingen-
eral toachievegreaterheights,” aBSFspokespersonsaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THE DEMAND for work under
MahatmaGandhiNationalRural
EmploymentGuaranteeScheme
(MGNREGS) is still higher than
pre-pandemiclevel,theEconomic
Survey2021-22saidonMonday.
TheSurvey said, “Ananalysis

of the latest data ondemand for
workunderMGNREGS suggests
the following trends in the rural
labourmarket:(i)MGNREGSem-
ploymentpeakedduring thena-
tion-wide lockdown in2020 (ii)
thedemandforMGNREGSwork
has stabilized after the second
Covidwave;(iii)aggregateMGN-
REGSemployment is still higher
thanpre-pandemiclevel...”
“Duringthenationwide lock-

down, theaggregatedemandfor
MGNREGSworkpeaked in June
2020, and has thereafter stabi-
lized. During the second-Covid-
wave,demandforMGNREGSem-

ploymentreachedthemaximum
levelof4.59crorepersonsinJune
2021.Nonetheless,afteraccount-
ingforseasonality,thedemandat
anaggregatelevelstillseemstobe
abovethepre-pandemiclevelsof
2019,” said the Survey, tabledby
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in Lok Sabha on
Monday.
The Survey said, “For some

states like Andhra Pradesh and
Bihar,thedemandforworkunder
MGNREGShasreducedtobelow
thepre-pandemic levels during
thelastfewmonths.”
“Intuitively, onemay expect

that higherMGNREGSdemand
may be directly related to the
movementofmigrant labour i.e.
sourcestateswouldbemore im-
pacted,” itsaid.
“In contrast, the demand for

MGNREGS employment has
been higher formigrant recipi-
ent states like Punjab,
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
TamilNadu...” it said.

MGNREGS jobs still
higher than pre-Covid
levels: Economic Survey

BJP springs a surprise, fields
MoS Baghel against Akhilesh

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,JANUARY31

INHIS first virtual election cam-
paignrallyforBJPinUttarPradesh,
PrimeMinisterNarendraModion
MondayhitoutatrivalSamajwadi
Party andurged voters to “unite
against thedivisive forces” in the
nameof “kamal ka phool (lotus
flower)”and“roti(bread)”.
Therally–JanChaupal--was

livestreamedacross21Assembly
segments spread across fivedis-
tricts of westernUttar Pradesh,
whichwill go topolls in the first
and secondphases of the seven-
phase election. Addressing BJP
workers and supporters, Modi
said thatwhile the BJP govern-
mentmadeeffortstobring“bad-
laav(change)”inUttarPradeshin
thepastfiveyears,theOpposition
has the “intention of taking re-
vengefrompeople”.
“Wearemakingall efforts to

bring badlaav (change) inUttar
Pradesh, but they (BJP rivals) are
sittingwith the intentionof tak-
ingbadla (revenge) fromyouall.
Thelanguage,theattitude,thehis-
toryandworkof thosewhohave
beengiventicketsbytheminthe
electionprovesit,”saidModi,ad-
dressingtherallyforpeopleinfive
districts of Saharanpur, Shamli,
Muzaffarnagar, Baghpat and
GautamBuddhNagar.

“Takingrevengeistheirideol-
ogy… I amhappy that people of
Uttar Pradesh are alert about
those who have ‘dangai soch’
(mentalityofrioters).PeopleofUP
does notwant to bring back the
olddays,”headded.
Claiming that five years ago,

goons and rioterswere lawunto
themselves,Modisaidthepeople
of west UPwould never forget
that the regionwas “burning in
thefireofriots”whenSamajwadi
Partywasinpower.
“Five years ago, dabang

(goons)anddangai(rioters)were
lawunto themselves. Their say-
ingwas the government order.
Traderswerelootedanddaugh-
ters could not comeout of their
homes. Mafia used to roam
freely under government pa-
tronage…Illegalencroachment
of houses of poor, Dalits, de-
prived, backwards and traders
had become the symbol of
samajwad (socialism),” said the
PrimeMinister.
Praising Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath, Modi said that it
took five years for his govern-
ment“teachthemeaningof law”
to thecriminals.
Targeting Samajwadi Party

chief Akhilesh Yadav, Modi
urged voters to compare the
“clear visionof BJP”with thatof
the leaders of “fake samajwad
(socialism)”.

Reject politics of revenge
and riots: PM Modi in his
first virtual rally for UP

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,JANUARY31

THECONGRESS’Sfifthlistofcan-
didates for the Assembly elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh sprung a
surprise as theparty fielded the
mother-in-lawofgangsterVikas
Dubey’s nephew and associate
AmarDubey fromKalyanpur in
Kanpurdistrict.
Amar was killed in a police

shootoutonJuly8,2020,almost
a week after eight policemen

were gunned down in an am-
bush in Kanpur’s Bikru village
whentheywereontheirwayto
arrest Vikas. On July 10, Vikas
wasshotdeadafterheallegedly
triedtofleewhilebeingbrought
back fromMadhyaPradesh.
Amar’s mother-in-law

Gayatri Devi recently met
Congress’s Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra.
Devi’s daughter and Amar’s

wifeKhushiwasanewlywedat
thetimeof theBikruattack,and
has been in jail since being ar-

rested in its aftermath. Gayatri
has been making a plea for
Khushi’srelease,sayingthather
daughter got married to Amar
only three days before the am-
bush and had no links to any
criminal activities.
Thebrotherofapoliceofficer

killed in Bikru criticised the
move. Anoop Kumar Singh’s
brotherAnujsaidhis familyhad
notyetrecoveredfromtheshock
ofhowpoliticalpartiesweregiv-
ing patronage to Amar Dubey’s
family.

Cong fields distant relative of slain UP
gangster Vikas Dubey from Kalyanpur

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

Observing that performance of
theagricultureandalliedsector
hasbeen“resilient totheCovid-
19 shock”, Economic Survey
2021-22 has highlighted the
needforimprovingproductivity
of small andmarginal farmers
through development and im-
plementation of small-holding
farmtechnologies.
The Survey has also sug-

gested the use of “alternative”
fertiliserssuchasnanoureaand
organic fertiliser toprotect soil.
TheEconomicSurvey stated

that the agriculture and allied
sector grew at 3.6 per cent in
2020-21, and “improved to 3.9
percent in2021-22”.
Referring to the findings of

the National Statistical Office
(NSO) survey on “Land and
Livestock Holdings of
Households and Situation
Assessment of Agricultural

Households”,conductedduring
January1,2019toDecember31,
2019, the Survey said that frag-
mentation of landholdings has
led to alternate sources such as
livestock, fishery and wage
labour becoming significantly
important for an agricultural
household.
“Increasingimportanceofal-

lied sectors, including animal
husbandry, dairying and fish-
eries in growth and income of
farmers, indicates that focus
needstoshiftmoretowardshar-
nessingthepotentialofalliedac-
tivities. There is also a need to
improve productivity of small
andmarginal farmers through
development and implementa-
tionof small holding farmtech-
nologies,” according to the
Survey, tabled by Finance
MinisterNirmalaSitharamanin

LokSabhaonMonday.
“Focus should be on use of

new technology including
drones and AI-based decision
support systems, reduction in
use of chemical fertilisers and
use of low-cost organic inputs
andsupporting start-ups for in-
novations,” it recommended.
Therecommendationscome

ata timewhen thegovernment
is in the process of preparing a
farmers’ database by providing
auniqueID.Besides,theMinistry
of Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare has recently signed
MoUs with 10 private compa-
nies, including ITC, Microsoft,
Patanjali andAmazon.
TheSurveystated,“Thereisa

needtoexploreoptionsandpro-
mote use of alternative fertilis-
ers...” It said cropdiversification
needs tobegivenpriority.

FinanceMinisterNirmala
SitharamaninParliament
onMonday. Anil Sharma

Economic Survey: Focus on need for crop
diversification and substituting fertilisers

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31:

THECONGRESSonMonday said
theEconomicSurveywasa“self-
servingcheerfulassessment”that
raises doubts about the Union
Budget, which is set to be pre-
sentedinParliamentonTuesday.

TheUnion Budget’s thrust
shouldbetostimulatethe“ailing
economy, revive sectors, boost
consumption, encourage invest-
ment and create jobs” but the
EconomicSurveydoesnotseeany
of these as a problem, the
Oppositionpartysaid.
“TheEconomicSurveyrepeats

ad nauseum that at the end of
2021-22 the Economy would
have recovered to the pre-pan-
demic level (2019-20),” said for-
mer finance minister and
CongressleaderPChidambaram.
Hewas referring to the assess-
mentthatIndia’sGDPisprojected
to grow 8 to 8.5 per cent in the

nextfiscal.“Thisisatimeforcon-
tritionandchange(of approach),
not for boasts...” he added, refer-
ringtotheeffectsofthepandemic.
Congress’s Randeep

Surjewala too said in a series of
tweetsthat:“Self-servingcheer-
fulassessmentofeconomyraises
doubtsaboutwhattheBudgetis
setout toachieve...” It isaclassic
caseof “what statistics say”ver-
sus “what they actually reveal”.
It clearly reveals the “gross eco-
nomicmismanagement by the
Modigovernment,headded.

P Chidambaramalsosaid
thetimeis for ‘change’, and
not ‘boasts’bythegovt.

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

LAUDINGTHEnation’s response
toCovid-19andlistingthegovern-
ment’s schemes to reach out to
the poor during the pandemic,
President RamNath Kovind on
Monday urged the people to
“work hard” to build a “grand,
modernanddeveloped”Indiaby
2047 — the centenary year of
Independence.
Addressing both Houses of

Parliament on the first day of
BudgetSession,thePresidentsaid,
“Due to consistent endeavors of
mygovernment, India has again
emerged as one of the fastest-
growingeconomiesintheworld.”
“GST collection has consis-

tently remained aboveRs1 lakh
crore during the last several
months. Inflowof $48 billion in
thefirstsevenmonthsofthecur-
rent financial year is a testimony
to the belief the global investor
communityhasinIndia’sgrowth
story,”hesaid,addingthatexports
are “growing rapidly, breaking
severalpastrecords”.
“Intheyear2047,thecountry

will celebrate its centenary of
Independence.Wehave towork
hard now for building a grand,
modern anddeveloped India of
thattime.Wehavetoensurethat
ourhardworkleadstofruitfulre-
sults in the end. We all have a
stake, and an equal stake in this
journey,”Kovindsaid.
“Todaythecountry'sachieve-

mentsandsuccessesareaslimit-
lessasthecountry'spotentialand
possibilities.Theseachievements
arenotofoneinstitutionorestab-
lishment;thesearethecollective
achievementsofmorethanabil-
lioncitizensofourcountry....”
“I have firm belief that to-

gether we will take our great
Bharatvarshatothepinnacleofits
glory,”Kovindsaid,inhislastjoint
addressofhiscurrenttenurethat
endsinJulythisyear.

In his 53-minute speech,
Kovinddevotedmaximumtime
tovariousschemesof thecentral
government, and the Covid-19
pandemicandvaccination.While
government schemeshavebeen
part of all his previous joint ad-
dresses at the beginning of the
BudgetSession,onesubjectmiss-
ingthistimewas“NewIndia”.
While he had mentioned

“New India” thrice in his 2018
speech, hediscussed it at length
andmentioned it a dozen times
during each of his addresses in
2019and2020.Lastyear,hemen-
tioned “New India” once in his
speech.
This year, Kovindmentioned

reforms implemented under
AtmanirbharBharat.
“Inrecenttimes,wehavewit-

nessed a new resolve of
AtmanirbharBharattakingshape
inthecountry.Thisresolveisget-
ting further strengthenedby the
energyemanatingfromtheslew
of reforms. Fromnewreforms in
labourlawstoreformsinbanking
sector, and to insolvency and
bankruptcycode,thisseriesofre-

formsisrollingonuninterrupted,”
hesaid.
The President began his

speech by lauding the efforts of
health workers and front-line
workers during the pandemic.
“We are in the third year of the
pandemiccausedbycoronavirus.
Intheseyears,peopleofIndiahave
displayed profound faith in the
democraticvalues,disciplineand
senseofresponsibility,”hesaid.
Discussing thegovernment’s

freerationscheme,thePresident
said, “Several major countries
haveexperiencedscarcityoffood-
grainsandfacedstarvationduring
theCoronacrisis.Butmysensitive
governmentensuredthatnobody
remained hungry during the
worstpandemicin100years.
“Mygovernmentisproviding

freerationtoeachpoorhousehold
everymonthunder thePradhan
MantriGaribKalyanAnnaYojana.
Thisistheworld’slargestfooddis-
tributionprogram... reachingout
to 80 crore beneficiaries for 19
months.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THECONGRESSonMondaysaid
the President’s address to the
joint sitting of Parliament was
about the “failures” of the BJP
government in fulfilling the
promisesmadeso far.
LeaderofOppositioninRajya

SabhaMallikarjun Kharge said
the government had promised
four crore houses for the poor
and double farmers’ income by
2022 but has done nothing
about these.
“Whatevertheysaidhavenot

been fulfilled.What (Narendra)
Modi Jihasbeensayingoutside,
the President repeated those...
There is no important issue in
the President's address... and
there isnothought too,”Kharge
said.

PresidentRamNathKovind(centre)alongwithVice-PresidentVenkaiahNaidu,Speaker
OmBirlaandPrimeMinisterNarendraModi inParliamentonMonday. PremNathPandey

PRESIDENT’SADDRESSTOJOINTSITTING

Have towork hard for a grand,
modern India by 2047: Kovind

ASADREHMAN&
LALMANIVERMA
MAINPURI, JANUARY31

ONAday Samajwadi Party (SP)
presidentAkhileshYadavfiledhis
nomination from Karhal
Assembly constituency in
Mainpuri district for theupcom-
ingelectionsinUttarPradesh,the
BJP sprung a surprise by fielding
UnionMinister of State SatyaPal
SinghBaghelagainsthim.
Baghel, currentlyanMPfrom

Agra,alsofiledhisnominationpa-
pers on Monday soon after
Akhileshsubmittedhispapers.
However, thiswould not be

thefirsttimethatAkhileshYadav
and Baghel will be facing each
other in anelectoral contest. The
twohadcontestedfromFirozabad
in the 2009 Lok Sabha election.
BaghelhadthenlosttoAkhilesh.
Baghel,61,a formerpoliceof-

ficer,waspartofSamajwadiParty
founderMulayamSinghYadav’s
securityteam,andwasmadethe
president of Mulayam Singh
YouthBrigade in1992.Mulayam
introducedhim intopolitics and
fieldedhiminthe1998LokSabha
electionsfromJalesar.Baghelwon
theelectionandrepeatedthefeat
twicein1999and2004LokSabha
electionsonanSPticket.Afterthe
seatwas scrapped in thedelimi-
tationexercise, the SP refused to
fieldhimfromFirozabad,andgave

the ticket to Akhilesh Yadav in-
stead.BaghelthenjoinedBSPand
contested the 2009 Lok Sabha
electionfromFirozabadwherehe
wasdefeatedbyAkhilesh.
A year later, he was sent to

RajyaSabhabytheBSP.Hejoined
theBJPbeforethe2014LokSabha
pollsandlosttoSP’sAkshayYadav
— son of SP leader Ram Gopal
Yadav—fromFirozabad. In2015,
the BJP appointed him the na-
tionalpresidentofitsOBCMorcha.
Inthe2017Assemblypolls,he

contested from Tundla — a
ScheduledCaste(reserved)seat—
asheisamemberofDhangarsub-
caste anddefeatedBSP’s Rakesh
Babu.HewasinductedintheYogi
Adityanath Cabinet. Two years

later, he was elected as anMP
from Agra — a reserved con-
stituency. Prime Minister
NarendraModi gave Baghel the
the portfolio of MoS (Law and
Justice)lastJuly.
Meanwhile, after filing the

nomination,AkhileshYadavsaid
thathechosetocontest theelec-
tion because hewanted to “stay
ahead”ofCMYogiAdityanath.
This will be Akhilesh’s first

contest in anAssembly election.
In2012,hehadchosentheroute
of Legislative Councilmember-
ship to become chief minister.
Theelectionwillwritethecoun-
try’s “history”,Akhileshsaid, ap-
pealing people to defeat “nega-
tivepolitics”.

SP presidentAkhileshYadavfileshisnominationfrom
Karhal inUP’sMainpuridistrictonMonday.Courtesy: SPhandout

Survey a ‘self-serving
cheerful assessment’ of
India’s economy: Cong

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THE ELECTION Commission on
Monday announced it has fur-
therextendedthebanonphysi-
cal rallies and roadshows again
fortheupcomingAssemblyelec-
tions across five states from
January31 toFebruary11.
The EC, however, granted

morerelaxationsforconducting
for physical publicmeetings in
open spaces fromFebruary 1 in
viewof the improvingCovid-19

situationacross states.
“The Commission has also

enhanced the limit for door-to-
door campaigns. Instead of 10
persons, now 20 persons... will
beallowedfordoortodoorcam-
paigns... Commission has now
granted relaxation for the par-
ties to the extent that indoor
meetings of amaximumof 500
persons(insteadof existing300
persons) or 50% of the capacity
ofthehallortheprescribedlimit
... (by the SDRF) is allowed,” a
statementbythepollpanelsaid
onMonday.

Poll panel again extends ban
on rallies, roadshows till Feb 11

After voluntary
retirement
accepted, ED
joint director set
to join politics

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

ENFORCEMENTDIRECTORATE
(ED) joint director Rajeshwar
Singh onMonday officially an-
nouncedjoiningpolitics.Theof-
ficer, who probed high-profile
such as 2G scam, Sahara case,
CWGcase,AircelMaxisdealcase,
and the INXMedia case, among
others, announced onMonday
saidhisapplicationforvoluntary
retirement from the agency has
been accepted by the Finance
Ministry.
“Twentyfouryearsofthiscar-

avanhascometohalt.Onthisoc-
casion Iwish thankhonourable
PM @narendramodi, Home
Minister @amitshah, Finance
Minister@nsiatharamanandSK
Mishra, Director of the
EnforcementDirectorate,” Singh
tweeted. He said hewill use all
thathehaslearntinserviceofpeo-
pleandinprotectingthecountry’s
integrity.SourcessaidSinghistry-
ingforaBJPticketfromSuktanpur
inUP.In2014,too,Singhhadtried
his luckwith BJP to get a ticket
fromAmroha.Inaletterattached
tothetweet,Singhsaidthatsince
childhoodhewantedtowalkthe
pathtakenbyhisillustriousfather,
UP police officer Ran Bahadur
Singh,andbelievedthatnational-
ist politicswas theway to serve
thenation.
An encounter specialistwith

UPPolice,SinghjoinedEDin2007
andwas absorbed in the agency
in2014.Singh’snamecroppedup
during the 2018battle between
thenCBIdirectorAlokVermaand
theagency’sthenspecialdirector
RakeshAsthana.
Singh had also written a

scathing letter to then Revenue
SecretaryHasmukhAdhia, ask-
inghimifhe“developedanimos-
ity against him by siding with
scamsters”.Theletterwasleaked
atatimewhenSupremeCourtal-
lowed the government to look
into allegations against Singh
with regard to a call he had re-
ceivedfromDubai.

A speech of
govt’s failure,
says Congress

New Delhi
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PRESS NIT No- 66 (2021-22)
S.

No.
Name of Work Amount

put to
tender

Date of release of
tender in E- pro-

curement solution

Last date / time of
receipt of tender through
E- Procurement solution

1. Engagement of 10 nos S.G Beldar for on contract basis for
maintenance of sewerage system in Gokalpur AC-68

Item rate 28-01-2022
2022_DJB_215542_1

11-02-2022
2:10 PM

2. Engagement of 10 nos S.G Beldars for one year on contract
basis for maintenance of sewerage system in Seemapuri
Constituency (AC-63) under AEE(M)-63

Item rate 28-01-2022
2022_DJB_215542_2

11-02-2022
2:10 PM

3. Engagement of 10 nos unskilled workers for one year on contract
basis for maintenance of sewerage system in Rohtash Nagar
Constituency AC-64 under ACE(M)-2

Item rate 28-01-2022
2022_DJB_215542_3

11-02-2022
2:10 PM

S.
No.

Name of Work Amount
put to
tender

Date of release of
tender in E- pro-

curement solution

Last date / time of
receipt of tender through
E- Procurement solution

1. Engagement of 10 nos unskilled workers for one year on contract
basis for maintenance of water supply network of Seemapuri
Constituency (AC-63) under AEE(M)-63

Item rate 28-01-2022
2022_DJB_215550_1

11-02-2022
3:10 PM

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ACE (M)-2

2142 JANTA FLATS G.T.B.ENCLAVE DELHI-110093

Further details in this regards can be seen at https://delhi.govtprocurement.com
Sd/-

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) SUKHPALCHAUHAN
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1067 (2021-22) Ex. Engineer (T)-2

"Stop Corona; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"

PRESS NIT No- 67 (2021-22)

MAHATMA GANDHI STATE INSTITUTE OF
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, PUNJAB

Institutional Area, Sector 26, Chandigarh 160019, India

Phone:+91-172-2793589/91 I Fax: +91-172-2793589-90 Extn: 400

E-mail: helpdesk.mgsipa@punjab.gov.in

Website: https://mgsipa.punjab.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

[Ref. NO.MGSIPA/C/531, dated 31.01.2022]

Online bids are invited in electronic tendering system from the reput-
ed firms/ contractors for the contract of providing “Security/ Watch and
Ward in MGSIPA campus”.

Important Dates

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS

1. The tender document can be downloaded from/ submitted at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in website.

2. For any clarification/ difficulty, please contact on i) 0172~2970263/2970284
for e-tendering process and ii} 0172-2793588-591 for eDNIT clauses.

3. Bidders shall have to pay the requisite fee (earnest money, document/
processing etc.) through online mode as per e-portal
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

4. Corrigendum / addendum etc., if any, shall be published only on the web-
site (https://eproc.punjab.gov.in).

Director General

Document Download/ 01.02.2022 Document Download/ 23.02.2022
Sale Start Date and Time 10.00 AM Sale End Date and Time 02.00 PM

Bid Submission Start 01.02.2022 Bid Submission End 24.02.2022
Date and Time 10.00 AM Date and Time 04.00 PM

12364/Pb

PRESS N.I.T. No. 54 (2021-22)

* Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in/nicgep/app

S.
No.

Name of Works Estimated
Cost (Rs.)

Date of release of tender in
E-procurement solution

Last date/time of receipt of tender
through e-procurement solution

1 Renovation and development of park for
new Type-V Jal Vihar Kilokari SPS.
2022_DJB_215604_1

36,19,724/- 29.01.2022 14.02.2022
up to 3.00 P.M.

2 Renovation and face lifting of
Administrative block Kondli STP.
2022_DJB_215604_2

39,49,815/- 29.01.2022 14.02.2022
up to 3.00 P.M.

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1065(2021-22)

Sd/-
EX. ENGINEER (CIVIL) PLANT SDW S/E

“STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (CIVIL) PLANT SDW S/E

SRINIWASPURI: NEW DELHI: 110065

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

I, ADNAN,S/O.MOHAMMAD
ARIF, H,NO.B-154,KANCHAN
KUNJ,MADANPURKHADAR
EXTN,2 SARITA-VIHAR, SOUTH
EASTDELHI 110076 changedmy
name toADNANQURESHI.
Permanently. 0040601001-4

I,Kawaljeet Kaur Sachdeva,W/o
Preetpal SinghSachdevaR/o-
B-35,NewMultanNagar Shakur
Basti Delhi-110056,have
changedmyname toKawaljeet
Kaur. 0040600986-3

II,,SSuunniittaa,,WW//ooNareshKumar
R/o.A-88-1, Phase-2,NewPalam
Vihar, Choma (62)Gurgaon
(Haryana)-122017, have
changedmyname toSunita
Devi. 0040600986-7

II,,SSaannttoosshhDeviW/oLt.Raj Singh
No.14390016YNKR/oH/no.330,
ChandanVihar,Gali no.12,Sant
Nagar,Burari,Delhi-84,have
changedmyname toSunita
Dagar. 0040600996-6

II,,SSaannjjaayyKumar,S/O-Shri Ganesh
Rai,R/O-A-279,Plot No.Old
2042,First Floor,VijayVihar,
Phase-1, Delhi-110085, have
changedmyname toSanjay
KumarRai. 0040600996-4

II,,KKuullddeeeeppKaur,D/oSh.Kirpal
Singh,R/oR-37,Ramesh-Park,
Laxmi-Nagar, Delhi-110092,
have changedmyname to
KULDEEPKAURKALKAT,for all
purposes. 0040600982-1

II,,RRAAVVIINNDDEERRKUMARS/O ISHWAR
CHAND,C-2/61RAJASTHALI
APARTMENTPITAMPURA-
110034,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETORAVINDERGOEL.

0040600982-7

II,,NNaavveeeennKumar S/o-Sh.
Mahender SinghR/o-HNo-74,
VillageMalahera,PostOffce-
ShyedShahpurRewari,
Haryana-123401,have changed
my,nameNaveenKumar to
NaveenKumar Janghu for all,
futurepurposes. 0040600982-8

II,,NNIIKKIITTAAAGARWAL,W/O
JITENDRAAGARWAL,R/oC-724
NEWFRIENDSCOLONY,DELHI-
110025,have changedmyminor
sonname,fromKAVIESH
AGARWAL toKAVISH
AGARWAL. 0040601001-1

II,,LLEEHHAARRSAKINA,D/OKHISAL
MEHD!NAQVI,R/O-S10/D-10
JOGABAI-EXT JAMIANAGAR
N.DELHI-110025,INMY
PASSPORT.NO-J0949348MY
NAME IS LEHARSAKINABUTMY
CORRECT-NAME IS LEHAR
SAKINANAQVI. 0040600982-6

II,,KKHHIISSAALLMEHDINAQVI,S/O-
MANZARHUSSAINNAQVI,R/O-
S10/D-10 SECOND-FLOOR
JOGABAI-EXT JAMIA-NAGAR
DELHI 110025 INMYPASSPORT
NO.G2774290,MYANDMY
FATHERNAMEWRONGLY-
MENTIONSYEDKHISALMEHDI
ANDMANZORULHASANBUT
CORRECT-NAME ISKHISAL
MEHDINAQVIANDMANZAR
HUSSAINNAQVI

0040601001-7

II,,DDHHOOMMSSEERAHULSADASHIV,S/O
SH.SADASHIVSHIVRAM
DHOMSE,R/OROOM.NO.2,
KRISHNA-NIWAS, TELCOSWADI,
OLDDOMBIVLI, DOMBIVLI
(WEST),THANEMAHARASTRA-
421202, have changedmy
name,from“DHOMSERAHUL
SADASHIV” to “RAHUL
SADASHIVDHOMSE,vide-
affidavit dated-24-1-2022.

0040601008-9

II,,BBUUDDIIDDAAPAVANKUMAR,R/O-
RZ-51/A1,HAPPYHOME
APARTMENTGALI.NO.O6RAJ
NAGAR-1,PALAM,NEWDELHI-
110045,HAVECHANGEDMY
MINORSON’SNAMEBUDIDA
DIVANSHTOBUDIDADIVANSH
RAJ,VIDE-AFFIDAVIT,DATED-
31/01/2022,BEFORENCT-DELHI.

0040601008-7

II,, SamreenAzimD/oAzimUllah
R/oA-346, Gali No-14, Part-4,
Pusta-0, SoniaVihar, Delhi-
110094, thatmyNameandmy
Dateof Birth hasbeenwrongly
writtenas SamreenAzeemand
29.05.1997 inmyPassport
N0090388,mycorrect name
andDateof Birth are Samreen
Azimand14.01.1997 as
mentioned inmyEducational
Documents 0070770657-1

IItt Is ForGeneral Information
That I,Sageer,S/O-Alimuddin,
R/O-B-66,Gali.No.19,Mansingh-
Nagar,OldMustafabad,North-
EastDelhi-110094,Declare That
NameofMyLate.FatherHas
BeenWronglyWrittenAs
Aleemudeen InMyPassport
No.K5137007.TheActual-Name
OfMyLate.Fater IsAlimuddin,
WhichMayBeAmended
Accordingly 0040601001-6

II Amar LataKatariaAliasAmar
Lata SangwanD/oTilakRaj
KatariaAndW/oKaptanSingh
SangwanR/o F-89-90, Gali No-6,
WazirabadVillage, Burari
Delhi-110084, have changedmy
name toAmar Lata Sangwan

0070770641-1

II,,Mohit Tater s/oSh.Moti Lal
Tater r/oC-88, C-3, Ramprastha
Colony, Ghaziabad-201011has
changedmyname fromMohit
Tater toMohit Raaj Tater for all
purpose. Henceforth Imaybe
known, called and referred to
asMohit Raaj Tater.

0040600909-1

II,,PPrreeeettppaall SinghSachdeva,S/o
HarbhajanSinghSachdeva
R/o-B-35,NewMultanNagar
Shakur Basti Delhi-110056,have
changedmyname toPreet Pal
Singh. 0040600986-2

II,,JJaassvviirr Singh,S/oSubeSingh,
R/oH.No.1017,Near Lal Kuan,
Jharsa, Gurgaon(Haryana)-
122003,have changedmyname
to Jasbir Singh.

0040600986-9

II,,PPaawwaannKaiyadanS/o-Kalyan
Siingh, R/oC-602,C, Tower,
Corona-OptusHousing
Society-Sector-37-C,Gurgaon
(Haryana),have changedmy
name toPawanKadian.

0040600986-6

II,,PPAARRDDEEEEPP S/OBHISHAMCHAND
SOODR/OHNO.216,GROUND-
FLOOR, POCKET-D-16,SECTOR-
7,ROHINI,DELHI-110085.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
PARDEEPKUMARSOOD.

0040600996-8

II,,NNeeeerraajjBalaW/O,DineshKumar
R/O,DA-255, Block-D, Pocket-A,
SFS ShalimarBagh,Delhi-
110088,have changedmyname
toNeeraj Kumari 40600996-9

II,,NNaarreesshh S/oBhimuSinghR/o.A-
88-1, Phase-2,NewPalam-
Vihar,Choma(62)Gurgaon
(Haryana)-122017,have
changedmyname toNaresh
Kumar. 0040600986-8

II,,TTAANNYYAAVERMA,D/OSHIV
KUMARVERMA,R/OH54, GS
APARTMENT, SECTOR-13,
ROHINI,DELHI-85,have changed
myname toTANYAKAUR.

0040601001-3

II,,MMiitthhlleesshhKumarMaurya,S/o
RamChanderMaurya,R/oA-
55,Hari Enclave, Part-2, Kirari,
Delhi,have changedmyname
toMithileshKumarMaurya.

0040600996-10

II,,MMaannoorraammaaDevi,W/O-Shri
SanjayKumarRai,R/O-A-279,
PlotNo.-Old 2042,First Floor,
VijayVihar,Phase-1,Delhi-
110085,have changedmyname
toManoramaRai. 40600996-3

II,,MMEEEENNUU SHARMA,W/O.VINOD
KUMARSHARMA,ADD-78-
B,KRISHANKUNJ EXTENSION,
LAXMINAGAR,DELHI 110092.
Changedmyname to
MEENAKSHI SHARMA,
permanently. 0040600982-3

II,,HHeemmaanntt,,SS//OO Shri Sanjay
KumarRai,R/O-A-279,PlotNo.-
Old 2042,First Floor,Vijay
Vihar,Phase-1,Delhi-110085,
have changedmyname to
HemantKumar. 40600996-2

II,,GGaauurraavv S/O-VijayGoel, House.
No-202/203, Ground-Floor
Pocket.D-16 Sector-3, Rohini
Delhi-110085,has changedmy
name toGauravGoel.

0040600986-5

II,,GGEEEETTAA W/o-VIVEKMANN,
:HOUSE.NO.155, DEER-WOOD
CHASE,NIRVANACOUNTRY,
SOUTHCITY-II, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122018,CHANGED
MYNAMETOGEETAMANN.

0040600996-7

II,,DDHHAARRAAMMVVEEEERRPARCHA,S/O-
RAJPALSINGH,R/O.H.No.-378,
Makanpur,Indirapuram,Ghazia
bad-U.P.-201014,have changed
myname toDHARAMVEER
SINGHFORALLMYFUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040600996-5

II,,BBaagghh SamparkDhawan,S/o
VinodDhawan,R/o.WZ-1110,ST-
9, SadhNagar Palam-Colony
South-WestDelhi-110045,
changedmyname toBabu
SamparkDhawan. 40600996-1

II,,BBaalleesshhii FakirappaNavi,s/o-
FakirappaSomappaNavi,
address-KanakdasColony,
Ambedkar-Nagar, Angol,
Belagavi, Karnataka-590006,
changedmyname,from
Baleshi FakirappaNavi to
Balesh FakirappaNavi,vide-
Affidavit dated-29.01.2022

0040601008-8

II,,AArruunn Jain,S/oMohanLal
Jain,R/oD-14/235-237,Sector-7,
Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toArun
Kumar Jain. 0040601001-2

II,,AArrttiiNayakArvind,W/oArvind
MadhavNayak,R/o-30APhase-
IMIG-FlatsQutubEnclave
Katwaria Sarai Delhi-110016,
changedmyname toArti
ArvindNayak. 0040601015-1

II,,AAnniillVerma,S/o Late.Dharam
PalVermaR/o-9/540, Peepal,
WalaMohalla,Badli Delhi-
110042,changedmyminor
son’s nameNamanVerma to
NamanSoni,for all,purposes.

0040600986-1

II,,AAbbdduull S/oMohd.Abdul Kalam
R/o-X/1131Gali.No.4,New
ChandMohalla,GandhiNagar
Delhi-110031,have changedmy
name toAman for all purposes.

0040601001-5

II,,AASSSS MOHAMMAD,S/OCHAND
MOHAMMAD.R/O.H-39, 4th-
floor,L/SABUL-FAZALENCLAVE
PART-1,JAMIA-NAGAR,SOUTH-
DELHI-110025,Inform that
GivenName-AASandSurname-
MOHAMMAD,for all purposes.

0040601015-2

II,,SatishKumar S/oHari Kishan
SharmaR/o-1834/137, 1st
Floor, Shanti Nagar, Tri Nagar,
Delhi-110035 have changedmy
name toSATISHSHARMA for all
futurepurposes. 70770645-1

II,,Rattan Lal S/oPushkarR/o-D-
816Madipur-ColonyPaschim
ViharDelhi-110063, have
changedmyname toRatan Lal
DhaliyaPermanently.

0040600919-3

II,,NehaPeriwalw/oSh.Mohit r/o
C-88, C-3, RamprasthaColony,
Ghaziabad-201011has
changedmyname fromNeha
Periwal toNeehaPeriwal for all
purpose. Henceforth Imaybe
known, called and referred to
asNeehaPeriwal. 40600910-1

I,GULSHAN JAHA,W/O
MOHAMMAADSHAHIN,ADD-
59B,B-BLOCK, 3RD-FLOORNEW-
SEELAMPURGARHIMENDU,
NORTH-EASTDELHI-110053.
Changedmyname to
GULSHAN, permanently.

0040600982-5
I,MEENASINGHD/OSh. TRILOK
SINGH, R/o 10A, Vishwakarma
Park LaxmiNagarDelhi-110092
have changedmynameand
hereafter shall be knownas to
MIINALSINGH. 0040600849-8

II,,Daneshwer SinghRanaS/o
Baleshwar SinghRanaR/oSH-
21, Sec-71, NoidaGautam
BuddhaNagar-201301U.P.,have
changedmyname to
DANESHWARSINGHRANA for
all futurepurposes

0070770648-1

II,,Amit Sharmadeclare that
namesofmysonandwifewere
mistakenly printed inbirth
certificate asAaradhyaand
Shewta. Bothwill nowbe
namedasAkshat Sharmaand
ShewtaSharma.

0040600949-1

IIShallyW/oVikramSinghR/oRZ
C17, VishnuGarden, New
Delhi-110018have changedmy
name toShelly 0040600945-1

IIRukaiyaD/o IrfanAhamedR/o-
49-ABlock-CKhanpur
ExtensionDelhi-110062have
changedmyname toRukkaiya
Permanently. 0040600919-2

IINehaMalhotraD/oSh.
VirenderKumarR/o- JG3/223B,
First Floor, VikasPuri, New
Delhi-110018have changedmy
name toNehaChachra

0040600946-1

IISureshKumar S/oRam
prakashAgarwal R/o-1246
Sector-14, faridabadHaryana
have changedmyname to
SureshAgarwal 40600919-1

IIManjuW/O,AjayKumarR/oC-
4e/11/177,janakpuriWest
Delhi-110058have changedmy
name toManju Lakhani for all
purposes. 0040600943-1

IIManglaChaturvedi, R/o F 004,
BPTPPark Floors 1, Sector 77,
Faridabadhave changedmy
name toMangalaChaturvedi
for all futurepurposes.

0070770620-1

IIAprajitaD/O, Shabnam
UpadhyayR/oB404
RamkrishanAptsPlot 12 Sec 23
Dwarkahave changedmy
name toAprajitaUpadhyay for
all purposes. 0040600944-1

II ANJUMKHANW/OSHAHID
KHANR/OA-400, GALINO.24,
CHAUHANBANGARDELHI-53,
have changedmyNameFrom
SANAKHAN to ANJUMKHAN
for all futurepurposes.

0040600914-1

I,Prapti D/O,DineshKumar
R/O,DA-255, Block-D,Pocket-
A,SFS Shalimar-BaghDelhi-
110088,have changedmyname
toPrapti Pundir. 40600982-2

I,MOHAMMADSHAHINKHAN,
S/O.BABBOOKHAN,ADD-59B, B-
BLOCK, 3RD-FLOOR,NEW
SEELAMPURGARHIMENDU,
NORTH-EASTDELHI-110053.
Changedmyname to
MOHAMMADSHAHIN,
permanently. 0040600982-4

LLoossttmyoriginal Share
Certificate&PossessionSlip
againstmyFlatNo.C-601, Lake
ViewApartment, Sunder
Vihar,NewDelhi-110087. Finder
mayContact-DhirenderKumar
Guptaat theabovementioned
addressormyelder brother
VirenderKumarGuptaR/o-
53,PunchKuinRoad,N.Delhi-
110001. 0040600962-1

LLoossttoriginal-conveyancedeed
ofM/SKrishna Fruit Industries,
Plot.No.G-12, Lawrence-road,
Industrial-area, New-Delhi
110035,whichbelongs to
JagdishChander Sachdeva
(proprietor). NCRhasbeen
lodged in thepolice-station
crimebranch,Delhi.I amnot
responsible for anymisuseof
lost conveyancedeed.If
found,please contact-at above
address to JagdishChander
SachdevaorVimal Sachdeva
onmobile:9810042748.

0040601001-8

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed that
my clients Mukesh Kumar S/o Lt. Shri
Ram Singh & Smt. Meena W/o Lt. Sh.
Rakesh Kumar, R/o: C-144/2, C-Block,
Yadav Nagar, Delhi-110042 are the
absolute & legal owners in possession
of Plot bearing no. 781, area measuring
300 Sq.yds. out of Khasra no. 547 &
548, Abadi known as Gali no. 12,
Jeewan Park, situated in Area Siras
Pur, Delhi 110042. My clients have
lost/misplaced the chain of original
document of above mentioned plot. If
found please contact: 9810763002.

Sd/-
MANOJ KUMAR LOHAT

Advocate
Ch. No. 1022, Rohini Courts,

Delhi-85

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD
''IMPORTANT''

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

New Delhi
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

SUPREME COURT onMonday
granted Shiromani Akali Dal
leader Bikram SinghMajithia,
who is facingchargesunder the
Narcotics and Psychotropic
SubstancesAct,1985,protection
fromarresttillFebruary23while
observingthatcriminalcasesare
suddenly emerging out of
Punjab in the run-up to the
Assemblyelections.
Chief Justice of India N V

Ramana, heading a three-judge
bench, saidMajithiawillhave to
surrenderbeforea trial court on
February23andseekregularbail.
Duringthearguments,theCJI

told Senior Advocate P
Chidambaram,whoappearedfor
the state government, “Sorry to
say,therewasanothermention-
ing regarding Simarjit Singh
Bainswhereacasehasbeenreg-
isteredagainsthim.Sorry tosay,
suddenlythesecriminalcasesare
coming up before elections. At
leastallowtofilenominations.”
“Wearenotsayingholdyour

hands and not control drug

mafia. But let the elections take
placeonFebruary20.”
The remarks came as

Chidambaram told the bench
that“it isagrosscaseof interna-
tionaldrugtrafficking”andthere
is need for custodial interroga-
tionof theaccused.
“Punjab is sinking under a

drug trail andwehave to senda
message that drug trafficking
willnotbetakenlightly.Elsethe
future of Punjab youth is
damned... Iamnotsayingthrow
himintoadarkhole.Butthereis
a need for custodial interroga-
tioninthiscase,”hesaid.“Thisis
not a political action. Let them
surrender on February 21 and
wemove the trial court for cus-
tody.”
The bench, also comprising

Justices A S Bopanna andHima
Kohli, then sought to know
when the elections are due. On

being told that it is on February
20, the bench ordered: “Heard
thecounsel. For thepresent,we
are protecting the petitioner
from arrest till February 23. On
February23,hehastosurrender
before trial court and apply for
regularbail.”
The court also directed that

the bail application be consid-
eredexpeditiouslyasandwhen
it is filed.
The CJI then told

Chidambaram: “Please advise
yourstatethatsuchcasesarenot
filed before elections. Another
case is coming tomorrow.”
Chidambaramresponded:“I

know political vendetta exists.
But I assure this case has a long
history... I assure you therewill
benopoliticallyvindictiveaction
in thestate.”
Appearing for Majithia,

SeniorAdvocateMukulRohatgi
said it is a “classic case of politi-
cal vendetta”. “He is amember
of prime opposition. He has
never dealt in drugs or been
foundwithanything.FIRisatell-
tale itself. There cannot be a
grossercaseofvendettaorpolit-
icalhumiliation.”

Rohatgi contended that the
FIRwas filed inDecember 2021
ontheinstructionsofaseniorpo-
lice officer just “amonth before
theelections”. “Nodrugtraffick-
ingbyhimandtheoffenceperiod
is from2004 to 2014... Majithia
who has had a clean record is
nowbeinghounded,”hesaid.
Majithia has been booked

undertheNDPSActonthebasis
ofa2018reportofaprobeintoa
drugracketoperatinginPunjab.
TheSADhasannouncedhim

as its candidate from Amritsar
East where the Congress has
fielded Punjab Congress presi-
dentNavjotSinghSidhu.
Majithia had earlier ap-

proached the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, which on
January24rejectedhisprayerfor
anticipatory bail, but gave him
interimprotectionforthreedays
so that he could appeal to
SupremeCourt.
Inhisappeal,Majithiasaidthe

“case is blatantly political in na-
tureandhasbeenregisteredwith
amalafideobjectivetotargetthe
petitionerwhoisthemainstream
leader of opposition party, one
monthpriortopollsinthestate”.

State panels asked to help prepare
school syllabus with NEP features
SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THECENTREexpectsstate-level
committees formed as part of
the ongoing curriculum frame-
workrevisionexercisetorecom-
mendways to incorporate key
elements of the National
EducationPolicy(NEP)inschool
syllabus.
“HowcanknowledgeofIndia

develop national pride?" and
"What should be the approach
to sex education?" are some of
thequestionsthatthestate-level
committees, or focus groups,
have toanswer.
These are among the guide-

linespreparedbyasub-groupof
the National Steering
Committee, leadingtheexercise
to revise the National
CurriculumFramework.
On January 27, School

Education Secretary Anita
Karwal shared the guidelines
with states andUTs, urging that
thesebestudied thoroughly.
The state- andUT-level focus

groupswill recommend the re-
quiredchangesinvarioussubjects
inreportsknownas“positionpa-
pers” following theseguidelines.

The guidelines state: "Each
PositionPapershouldaimtoillus-
tratehoweducation in that par-
ticular curricular areawould be
transformedfromthecurrentre-
alityof todaytothatenvisagedin
NEP2020....Globalbestpractices
in curriculum and pedagogy
shouldbestudiedandadaptedas
appropriatetotheIndiancontext.”
Positionpaperswillbedevel-

opedon25areas—fromknowl-
edgeof Indiatosocialsciencesto
mathematicsandgendereduca-
tion, amongothers.
“Howwill Indianhistoryand

the freedom struggle systems,
heritage,andculturebeincorpo-
ratedintoeducationinsocialsci-
ences?" is among the questions
thatthefocusgroupsdrawingup
position papers on social sci-
enceswillhave toanswer.
On gender education, the

guidelines nudge the commit-

tees to identify specific learning
needs of transgender children
and answer ways to sensitise
teachersabout theTransgender
PersonsAct, 2019.
On language education, the

groupswillhavetosuggestways
on how the three-language for-
mula envisaged in NEP-2020
should be implemented. The
guidelines state: "When should
the second and third languages
beintroduced?Howcanstudents
be given flexibility in choosing
theirsecondandthirdlanguages?
Whatisthebesttime/gradetoin-
troduceEnglishasasubject..."
Cutting across subjects, the

committees have been directed
tosuggestwaystoreducecurric-
ularloadandstrengthenfocuson
coreareas. Theneed to incorpo-
rate Indian knowledge systems
is another constant theme, be it
inArts,SciencesorMathematics.
“What would be the ap-

proach tomake students bilin-
guallycapableinmathematics?"
isanotherquestionposedtothe
committees that traces its roots
toNEP,whichhassuggestedthat
students are enabled to think
and speak about a subject in
English as well as their home
languageormother tongue.

Amritsar: Shiromani Akali Dal
leader Bikram SinghMajithia's
wifeGanieveKaurMonday filed
hernominationpapers fromthe
Majithaassemblyconstituency.
This development leads to

speculation thatMajithiamay
nowfightonlyfromtheAmritsar
EastseatagainstPunjabCongress
chiefNavjotSinghSidhu.Majithia
had earlier filed his nomination
papers from bothMajitha and
AmritsarEastconstituencies.ENS
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THESUPREMECourtCollegium
has recommended appointing
Justice Munishwar Nath
Bhandari as Chief Justice of
MadrasHighCourt.
The Collegium, headed by

Chief Justiceof IndiaNVRamana
andalsocomprisingJusticesUU
LalitandAMKhanwilkar,which
met onDecember 14, 2021 and
January 29, 2022, also recom-
mended14advocatesandthree
judicialofficersforappointment
as judges in Madhya Pradesh,
AndhraPradeshandOrissaHCs.
JusticeBhandari,whobegan

his stinton theBenchasa judge
ofRajasthanHCinJuly2007,has
been serving as the Acting CJ of

MadrasHC.
Those recommended for el-

evation toMPHCare advocates
Maninder SIngh Bhati, Dwarka
Dhish Bansal and Milind
RameshPhadke,andjudicialof-
ficers Amar Nath Kesharwani.
PrakashChandraGupta,DInesh
KumarPaliwal.
ThoseapprovedforAPHCare

advocates K Srinivasa Reddy, G
Ramakrishna Prasad,
VenkatateswarluNimmagadda,
T Rajasekhar Rao, Satti Subba
Reddy, Ravi Cheemalapati, and
V Sujhata as judges of Andhra
PradeshHC.
The collegium also cleared

the elevation of advocates V
Narasingh, Sanjay Kumar
Mishra, Biraja Prasanna
SatapathyandRamanMurahari
as judgesofOrissaHC.

CURRICULUMFRAMEWORKREVISION

Amongquestionsfocus
groupshavetoanswer
is:“Howcanknowledge
of Indiadevelop
nationalpride?”

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

TWOOF the three Army com-
mands responsible for the sensi-
tive 3,488-km India-China
boundary will get new com-
mandersonTuesday.
WhileservingNorthernArmy

Commander,LtGenYKJoshi, re-
tired, onMonday, EasternArmy
Commander,LtGenManojPande,
will take over as the new Vice
Chief of theArmyonTuesday, as
the incumbentViceChief, LtGen
CPMohanty,alsosuperannuated
onMonday.
TheNorthernCommandisre-

sponsible for both the Line of
ActualControlwithChinaaswell
astheLineofControlandasmall
partof internationalborderwith
Pakistan.LtGenUpendraDwivedi
willtakeoverasthenewNorthern
ArmyCommanderonTuesday.
LtGenDwivediwaspostedin

the Army Headquarters as a
DeputyChief of Army, lookingat
the entire force’s training and fi-

nances. He had earlier com-
manded theHimachal Pradesh-
basedIXCorps.
IntheKolkata-headquartered

Eastern Command, responsible
fortheborderwithChina,andthe
India-Myanmar border, Lt Gen
RanaPratapKalitawill takeover
fromLtGenPandeonTuesday.He
was also posted in the Army
Headquarters,lookingatperson-
nel. He had commanded the
Dimapur-basedIIICorps,respon-
sible largely for the borderwith
Myanmar,andcounterinsurgency
operationsintheNortheast.
The two commands account

for2,723kmoutofthe3,488-km
boundarywithChina.Thelength
ofLACismuchshorter,especially
intheNorthernCommand.
LtGenPande,whotakesover

the sensitivepositionof theVice
Chief, is expected tobecome the
nextArmyChief. The incumbent
Army Chief, General M M
Naravane,isscheduledtoretirein
April, which will make Lt Gen
Pande themost senior officer af-
terhim.

Majithia wife
files papers
from Majitha

China-facing Northern,
Eastern Commands to
get new chiefs today

LtGenCPMohantyatSouthBlockonMonday. PraveenKhanna

Bikram
Singh
Majithia

SC givesMajithia protection
fromarrest till February 23

SC collegium proposes
Justice Bhandari as CJ
of Madras High Court

New Delhi: Supreme Court on
Mondayturneddowntheprayer
to stay the operation of Gujarat
HighCourt'sordersuspendinglife
sentence to former BJP MP
DinubhaiBoghabhaiSolanki,con-
victed in the July2010murderof
RTIactivistAmti Jethwa.Abench
headedbyJusticeAMKhanwilkar
disposedofSLPbyJethwa’sfather
Bhikhalal Jethva,with thedirec-
tion that appealspendingbefore
HC against conviction of the ac-
cusedbeheardanddecidedexpe-
ditiously, and not later than
December 2022, advocate
Abhimanue Shreshtra,who ap-
pearedforthepetitioner,said.

ENS

ACTIVISTMURDER:SCASKS
HCTODISPOSEOFAPPEAL
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RAMP UP SUPPORT
EconomicSurveypointstoscopeforgreatergovernmentaidto
economy.Crediblepathforfiscalconsolidationisalsoneeded

T HEECONOMICSURVEY2021-22,tabledbyFinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharaman
inParliamentonMonday,expectstheIndianeconomytogrowby8-8.5percent
intheupcomingfinancialyear,onthebackofa9.2percentexpansionin2021-
22.TheSurvey’sprojectionsappearconservativewhencomparedtorecentas-

sessments of the IMF,whichhaspegged the economy togrowat9per cent, or theWorld
Bankwhichexpectsittogrowat8.7percent.AstheannualflagshipdocumentoftheMinistry
ofFinance,itisdisturbingthattheSurveydoesnotexaminetheunevennatureoftherecov-
eryingreaterdetail.Thecontinuingdistress inthelabourmarket, thesharprise ininequal-
ity, thelingeringfinancialstressamongtheMSMEs,especiallythoseoperatingintheinfor-
malpartsof theeconomy,areissuesthatneedtobeexploredmoreexhaustively.Whilethe
Surveyhassoughttoassurethatwhenitcomestomacro-economicstability, Indiaisbetter
placedthanitwasatthetimeoftheglobalfinancialcrisisandthetapertantrum,whatisless
clear is theextenttowhichtherecoverywillheal thescars inducedbythepandemicinthe
nearterm.
Whilethereisalwaysagapbetweengrowthprojectionsandreality,theSurveyhasrightly

flaggedtheriskstotheseprojections.Tobeginwith,theexternalenvironmentislikelytobe
lessbenign,andfinancialconditionswilltightenconsiderably.InitsrecentWorldEconomic
Outlook, theIMFhaspeggedglobalGDPgrowthat4.4percent in2022,downfrom5.9per
cent in 2021,with global trade volumesgrowthexpected to fall in 2022. There is also the
threatofanotherwaveofinfectionsandtheassociatedimpactoneconomicactivity.Elevated
crudeoilpricesareanotherareaofconcern—whiletheSurveyhasassumedoiltoremainin
therangeof$70-75perbarrel,crudeoilpricesarecurrentlyaround$90.
TheSurveyhas,onceagain,mountedastrongdefenceofthepolicyresponsetothepan-

demic,arguinginfavouroftheemphasisonsupply-sideorientedmeasures,ratherthanre-
lying solely on “demandmanagement”. Even so, coming aheadof theUnion budget on
Tuesday,theunderlyingmessageisofcontinuedgovernmentsupporttotheeconomy.The
“governmenthasthefiscalcapacitytomaintainthesupport,andrampupcapitalexpendi-
turewhenrequired,”itsays.Thesharpriseincentralgovernmentrevenuesprovidesitwith
thenecessaryfiscalspace.However,consideringthatthegeneralgovernmentdebtstandsat
89.3percentin2021-22(BE),upfrom74.6percentin2019-20,thegovernmentneedstore-
mainmindfulof its constraints. TheupcomingUnionbudgetwillbe judgedonhowthe fi-
nanceminister balances the twinobjectives of supporting the economyandputtinggov-
ernmentfinancesonacrediblepathofconsolidation.

COURT & PEGASUS
SCpanelmustfactorinquestionsraisedbylatestrevelations,the

peoplehavearight—andneed—toknow

THEREPORTINTheNewYorkTimeslastweekthattheIndiangovernmentbought
IsraelispywarePegasusin2017aspartofa$2-billiondefencedealrevivesques-
tionsthatwereraisedearlierbutneveraddressed.Lastyear,aninvestigationby
aglobalconsortiumofmediagroupsrevealedthatPegasuswasusedbygovern-

ments,includinginIndia,fortargetingindividualsforallegedsurveillance.Thegovernment
stonewalledquestionsandclaimedthattheprobewasanexercisein“maligningIndia’swell-
establishedinstitutions”.AfewweeksafterthePegasusstorybroke,theDefenceMinistryin-
formedtheRajyaSabhathatit“didnothaveanytransactionwiththeNSOgroup,”theIsrael-
baseddeveloperofthespyware.Amonthlater,however,afterthematterreachedtheSupreme
Court,SolicitorGeneralTusharMehtawasmoreambivalent.Hetoldthethree-judgebench
that lawful interception is permitted toprevent terrorist incidents and "whether it's done
throughwhichsoftwareetccan'tbeamatterofpublicdebate."Thecourtdidtherightthing
bycallingouttheuseofnationalsecurityasafreepassandconstitutedaninquirypanelun-
derformerjudgeRVRaveendran.Now,thisexpertcommitteemustextendthescopeof its
investigationtoincludethequestionsraisedintheNYTreport.
UnionMinisterof InformationTechnologyAshwiniVaishnawhasmaintainedthatonly

“lawfulinterceptionofelectroniccommunication”iscarriedoutfor“nationalsafety”.There
isnocontestingthegovernment’smandatetomeetsecurity-relatedimperatives.Surveillance
isapartofthesecuritytoolboxbut,inademocracy,thereneedtobechecksandbalances.In
thepresentcase,thegovernment'sequivocationdoesn'twash.Theissueathandisnotabout
keepingawatchontheactivitiesof terrorists throughestablishedprocedures. It is, instead,
this:SincethoseallegedlytargetedbyPegasusincludeOppositionleaders,civilsocietyactivists,
aformerelectioncommissioner,andjournalists(includingthreeeditorsof thisnewspaper,
twocurrentandoneformer),wereanyredlinesbreachedtoviolatetheseindividuals’right
toprivacy?TargetingtheOpposition'sphonescorrodesdemocracyandso,asSCpointedout,
“anyrestrictionmustpassconstitutionalscrutiny”.
TheNYT investigationhas revealed that theFBIboughtPegasusbutdiscarded itsplans

tousethespywarelastyear.UnionministerGeneralVKSinghhasdismissedtheUSdaily’s
probeasoneconductedby“suparimedia”.Singh'sname-callingdeservestobeignored.But,
astheSCrightlyunderlined,“Thepublicisentitledtoknowwhetherthespywarewasused
by thegovernmentbyanyothermethodother than thosepermissibleunder the law”. At
stake is thecredibilityof institutionsand it’supto the JusticeRaveendranpanel to takethe
newrevelationsforward.

Qudsiya Contractor

EconomicSurveyshowspost-Covidrecoveryhas
stabilised.Butrisksremain,willneedtobeaddressed

RESETTING THE BALANCE
WhyUPpollscouldshowanewpathforminorityrepresentationinadiversepolity

THEECONOMIC SURVEYhas evolved into a
valuable document and, in recent years, has
oftenpresaged the contours and strategy of
theUnionbudget. Even in its truncated form
thisyear,theSurveyprovidesinsightsintothe
economic conditions andoutlookwhich are
keyinputsfortheFY23budgetassumptions.
The Surveynotes that India’s growth–in-

flationtrade-offisbecomingmorefavourable.
Economic recoveryhas stabilised and is pro-
ceeding apace,while prices are expected to
moderateinthemonthsahead.Itprojectsthat
GDPgrowth in FY23will be8.0-8.5per cent,
moderateandmorerealisticcomparedtothe
IMF’s recent forecast of 9.0per cent for India.
This follows the official estimate in early
January of a 9.2 per cent growth for FY22,
whichtheSurveyhasretained.
However,therearerisksthatwillneedtobe

addressed.
India’sexternalenvironmentislikelytobe

less benign than in FY22, and financialmar-
ketsarelikelytoremainvolatile.Astheworld
comesoutof thepandemicandthesetof ex-
traordinary policy stimulusmeasures, the
Central banks ofmany countries, grappling
withhigh, persistent inflation, have reversed
theiraccommodativemonetarypolicystance.
TheUSFederalReserveisexpectedtoaggres-
sivelytightenitsmonetarypolicy,startingwith
hikingitspolicyratesatitsMarch2022meet-
ing and, thereafter, start extracting thehuge
infusionof liquidityduringthepandemicpe-
riod.
InitsrecentupdateoftheWorldEconomic

Outlook, theIMFprojectsthattheworldGDP
growthwill decelerate from5.9 per cent in
2021 to4.4per cent in2022. China’s slowing
economyisexpectedtocontributetothis,but
thelargedevelopedmarketsarealsodeceler-
ating.Indiaremainstheonlybrightspot,with
growth expected to continue at 9.0 per cent
(or even theSurvey’s 8.0-8.5per cent range).
TheWTO forecasts global trade volumes to
moderate,fallingfrom10.8percentin2021to
4.7percentin2022.Thisisgoingtobemostly
ledbyadrop inemergingmarkets.Note, too,
thatthehighdemandforconsumergoodsdur-
ingthepandemicislikelytocyclebacktowards
travelandhospitalityservices,meetingpent-
updemand.
Evenmore importantly, India’s nominal

growthinFY22is17.6percent,whichimplies
anincreaseofroughlyRs30lakhcroreoverthe

FY20pre-pandemiclevel. Intermsoftheseg-
mentofeconomicactivitywhichisexpectedto
contributetothisincreaseinnominalincomes
in FY22, both consumptionand fixed invest-
ment are expected to add about Rs 10 lakh
crore each andgovernment spending about
anotherRs 6 lakh crore.How this additional
incomeislikelytobedistributed,especiallyfor
lower-incomehouseholds,willhaveimplica-
tions for durable recovery andaggregatede-
mandgoingforward.TheFY23budgetislikely
toprojectanominalgrowthrateof13–14per
cent onwhich the fiscal assumptionswill be
based, assuming an 8.3 per cent real GDP
growthand4.5percentinflationrate.
Oninflation,prospectsseemalittlebetter

inFY23,withourbasescenarioofagradualfall
fromthecurrenthighlevelsofabout6percent
inQ4of FY22, toanaverageof 4.8percent in
FY23.However,therearerisks.Crudeoilprices
—indeed,theentireenergycomplexofgasand
otherhydrocarbons—remainasourceofcon-
cern. Brent crude is likely to remainelevated
solongascurrentglobalgeopoliticaltensions
continue,butareunlikelytolowersignificantly
due to a continuingdemand–supply imbal-
ance(theInternationalEnergyAgencyhadre-
cently forecast that demand in2022 is likely
tobehigherthanthepre-Covidlevels,partic-
ularlyiftraveldemandresumes),coupledwith
verymoderateinvestmentsinnewsourcesof
hydrocarbons.China’sgrowthslowdownhad
cooledthepricesofsomekeymetals,butmore
stimulusmeasuresarealreadyunderway,and
somegrowthrecoverymightagaintakethese
prices up. In addition, the broadermove to-
wardselectrificationanddecarbonisationwill
keep thepricesof another setofmetalshigh.
Shortagesofchipandelectroniccomponents
arelikelytocontinueforsometime.Thegood
newsisthatlogisticsandtheoperationalcosts
ofcross-bordertradehavecomedown.
In light of these expectations, the impor-

tanceof theUnionBudget, andmorebroadly
thefiscalspace,isevidentinthesequencingof
the Survey chapters,with the fiscal develop-
ments following the lead chapter ongrowth
andaggregatedemand.Theroleofmonetary
policywilllargelybeinkeepingfinancialcon-
ditions stable, evenas theRBI begins a grad-
ual, calibrated normalisation. While the
Centre’sbalancesheetremainsstrong,growth
intaxandotherreceiptsmightbeexpectedto
moderateinFY23,giventheeconomiccondi-

tionsnotedabove,andapossibleneedtofur-
thercutexcisetaxesonfuels.Bethatasitmay,
theCentrehasheadroomtomaintainrelatively
high expenditurewithout having to take re-
coursetoalargebondborrowingprogramme,
whichmight take interest ratesmuchhigher.
Thevery large estimated cashbalanceswith
theRBIatpresentarelikelytobeaugmentedby
direct tax andGST collections inMarch, and
will help to finance the fiscal deficit in FY23.
Proceeds from the LIC IPOwill either add to
thesebalances inFY22andorbecomeanad-
ditional revenue source in FY23, openingup
the fiscal space toprovideadditional support
toeconomicallyvulnerablesegments,whichis
likelytoberequired.
Onreinforcing India’smedium-term“po-

tential growth”prospects and theassociated
“outputgap”,theSurveynoteslonger-termun-
certaintyinthepost-Covidworldduetotech-
nology, supply chains, geo-politics andother
shifts. The ability to sustain a 7-8 per cent
growthovermanyyearswithouttheeconomy
overheatingandtheconsequentneedforpol-
icy tighteningwill determine incomepoten-
tialanddistributionoverthenextdecade.The
EconomicSurveynotes thatMSMEsaccount
for33percentof India’snominalGrossValue
Added (GVA), andwill beakeypillar for sup-
porting growth and employment. This seg-
mentwill be a key beneficiary of theUnion
budget’spivot towardscapital spendsduring
thelastcoupleofyears,astatementofthegov-
ernment’s commitment to a growth revival
plan,which is expected to continue even in
FY23.Backingthisisaprogrammaticapproach
tocreatinginfrastructurethroughapipelineof
projects,supportedwithafinancingoutlay,in-
cluding theplannedassetmonetisation. The
“TwinBalanceSheetproblem”ofimpairedcor-
porates andbanks hadhindered capexpro-
grammes formany years but has nowbeen
significantly resolved. Conditions are
favourable for the next capex cycle andwill
needmultipleinterventions,supportedbyin-
dustrial, trade and skillingpolicies to further
easebusinessoperatingconditions.TheSurvey
“particularly highlights the importance of
processreforms”toraise India’scompetitive-
nessandgrowthtrajectory.

Thewriter is executivevicepresidentand
chief economist,AxisBank.

Viewsarepersonal

ASTHEelectiondatesclosein,thereisascram-
ble amongparties to get the social formula
right in the selection of candidates. The last
fewdayshaveseenmajorpoliticalplayerslike
theBahujanSamajParty,SamajwadiPartyand
theAllIndiaMajlis-e-IttehadulMuslimeenan-
nouncingasignificantnumberofMuslimcan-
didates. TheNDA, too, has announced one
Muslimcandidate.TheMuslim-majoritydis-
trictsofUttarPradeshareexpectedtoplayan
importantpart in the firstphaseof elections,
theresultsofwhichmayholdthekeytopower.
This suggests a growing claim for greater

politicalrepresentationfromthecommunity
andthedeepeningof seculardemocracy ina
societythatisdiverseanddividedalongcaste
andreligiouslines.Italsoseemstosuggestthat
the BJP under CMYogi Adityanath is under
pressureas it tries toconsolidate thevotesof
all caste fragmentsunder theHindutvaban-
ner.Butisitpossiblethatcompetitionbetween
Muslimcandidateswill endupbeing anad-
vantagefortheBJPagain?TheuseofMuslim
culturalsymbolismbyleaderssuchasAIMIM
presidentAsaduddinOwaisi has been criti-
cisedforattemptingtorousecommunalsen-
timents.Whatistheuseofcommunityiden-
tification byMuslim candidatesmeant to
achieve—separatismorrepresentation?
Electoralcompetitionmaynotnecessarily

bebadforMuslimsbecause,asscholarshave
pointed out, they, like others, tend to vote
basedonissuesratherthantheidentityofthe

candidate. Even in a communally-polarised
constituency,whatmatters is local issues of
access to public services and amenities.
Electoralcompetitionhas, inthepast, ledtoa
change inpatronagepolitics of theCongress
thatwouldfieldveryfewMuslimcandidates,
despite the rising threat of BJP. Politicallyun-
derrepresentedsocialgroupswithinMuslims
have joinedotherpoliticalpartiesand forged
allianceswithothertraditionallymarginalised
groupssuchasOBCsandDalitstocounterthe
communalagendasofdominantcasteHindus.
Thishasalsohelpedcountertheprioritisingof
personalgainbyeliteMuslimsoveraddressing
local issues concerning equitable develop-
ment, justiceanddignity.
Muslims, likeHindus, are not ahomoge-

nouscommunity.Factionsbasedonclass,sect
and jaat/biradariarepartof theMuslimsocial
world.Electoralcompetitionmayonlycreate
moreopportunities for politically underrep-
resented groupswithin the community. It
mightforceMuslimcandidatestowalkthetalk
inordertokeepone’selectoralconstituency.
UsingMuslimsymbolsinthiscontextmay

notnecessarilymeanstirringcommunalsen-
timents. Since these refer to forging a collec-
tiveidentitynotviolentlyopposedtoHindus,
such symbols couldbe seenas away tomo-
biliseMuslimvoteswith the acknowledge-
ment that beingpart of a secular democracy
alsomeansinclusivedevelopmentforallciti-
zens. It is anattempt, often foundeffective in

Indianpoliticalculture,toforgeanidentityby
stringing together a commonexperience of
marginalisation and political alienation.
Invocations of the Indian Constitution and
one’srightsascitizensalongsideMuslimsym-
bolssuggestadeepeningoftheculturalaspects
ofaseculardemocracy.
TheBJP and the SanghParivar havebeen

activelyengaged inappropriatingHindusec-
ular symbols inanattempt toemptydemoc-
racyofitsculturalsignifiers.TheuseofMuslim
symbols inthiscontextacrosspartiesmaybe
awaytobreakthecycleofalong-standingpo-
liticalalienationofMuslims,foramoreinclu-
sive secular democracy. Thenewgeneration
ofMuslimvotersisstartingtoconnecttosuch
anidentificationinthecontextofadominant
Hinduright-wingdiscourse,asopposedtoan
earlier tendency todownplay their identities
whenaligningwithsecularliberalparties.
Even though representationmight seem

tobe at theheart ofmoderndemocracies, it
willalwaysbeachallengeforMuslimpolitics
in aHindumajoritariandemocracy tobe ac-
ceptableandendorsed.Ifthethwartingofthe
anti- CAAprotestswas a display of how the
state uses violence to discipline its subjects,
“Muslim”politicsrequiresnewwaysofmak-
ingdemandsforrepresentation.Theupcom-
ing elections inUPmight just be showingus
thewayitcouldbedone.

Thewriter is facultyassociate, IIT-Goa

On reinforcing India’s
medium-term ‘potential
growth’ prospects and the
associated ‘output gap’, the
Survey notes longer term
uncertainty in the post-
Covid world due to
technology, supply chains,
geo-politics and other shifts.
The ability to sustain a 7-8
per cent growth over many
years without the economy
overheating and the
consequent need for policy
tightening will determine
income potential and
distribution over the next
decade.

Politically underrepresented
social groups within Muslims
have joined other political
parties and forged alliances
with other traditionally
marginalised groups such as
OBCs and Dalits to counter
the communal agendas of
dominant caste Hindus. This
has also helped counter the
prioritising of personal gains
by elite Muslims over
addressing local issues
concerning equitable
development, justice and
dignity.

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA
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WORDLYWISE
Neverunderestimate a great champion.

—Roger FedererTHEEDITORIALPAGE

INDO-PAK COMMISSION
WHILETHETALKSon ano-war pact are not
making any headway, India and Pakistan
agreedtosetupajointcommissiontotacklebi-
lateral problems. The suggestion to set up a
jointcommissionwasmadebythePMwhen
PakistanForeignMinisterAghaShahimether.
Shahi accepted the proposal immediately.
Whiledetails about thecompositionof com-
mission—itsmandateandhowoftenitshould
meet—areyettobediscussedbythetwogov-
ernments, the foreignministers of the two
countriesarelikelytobeitsco-chairmen.Both
India and Pakistan have joint commission
arrangementswithmanycountries,butthisis

thefirsttimethetwocountrieswillbesetting
upan institutionalmechanismtotacklenag-
gingbilateralproblems.Problemsconcerning
Indo-Pak trade, travel facilities, communica-
tions,culturalexchangesandperhapstheset-
tlementof amaritimeboundary are likely to
bereferredtotheproposedjointcommission.

BILLA, RANGA HANGED
BILLAANDRANGA,killersof theChoprachil-
drenwerehangedsimultaneouslyatTiharjail
inDelhiexactlythreeyearsand159daysafter
theghastlyoffence.Thehangingbringsdown
thecurtainononeofthemostpublicisedcrim-
inalcasesinthecountry.Itfollowsalongdrawn
legal battle byRanga,whichwent up to the

SupremeCourt.

PAWAR ON ANTULAY
THECONGRESS(S)islikelytolaunchanagita-
tion against the appointment of former
Maharashtra ChiefMinister A RAntulay as
chairman, IrrigationCorporation, according,
toSharadPawar,presidentoftheparty.Talking
tonewsmen,PawarsaidinMumbaithatthey
wouldalsoraisetheissueintheproperforums,
likethestateassembly.HewelcomedtheCPM
resolution adopted atVijayawadaonunited
oppositionon issuesof common interest.He
saidhispartywouldwelcomeeventheBJPand
otherleftpartiesinthiseffort.

FEBRUARY 1, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

THREE PLUS ONE
Nadalstealsamarchoverhistworivals,Medvedev’sunderdog

storysearchesforahappyending

T HETYRANNYOFreverencetowardstennis’holytrinitywasalwaysgoingtobe
tricky for thosebiding their time in thewings.DaniilMedvedev, perhaps, has
pickedup the gauntlet of dislodging their pedestal, and is feeling theheat of
howlingcrowdswhoaren’tsensitivetohowtheirvocallovefortheBigThreecan

endup sounding like jeers for their younger challengers. The three-waydebateonwho is
GOATwillcontinueunabated,andRafaelNadalstoleamarchoverFedererandDjokovicby
reachinghis21statMelbourne.
Butwhatthe6-hour-longbattle,wheretheSpaniardcamefromtwosetsdowntojostle

pastMedvedev,did to theRussian, showedthat in tennis’ ferventdogmafor thethreepre-
sidingdivinities, sport’senduringunderdogstoryhascrumbled.So insistentarethefans in
theirdevotiontothetrio,thatanyonenotplayingsecondfiddletothemwillhavetoplaythe
antagonist,andnomore.
Adisruptor of thenear-two-decade-longhegemony, owing tohishard-court consis-

tency,Medvedevisacutelyfeelingtheun-loveofthecrowds.The25-year-oldwhomight’ve
started out as a fan of the trinity, finds himself in the unenviable position of being good
enoughtotakethemapartinGrandSlamfinals.Buthe’ssimultaneouslyhitbythewhiplash
realisationthathischildhooddreamwherethecrowdswouldroot foranunderdogashe
slayedthegiants,isnotcomingtrue.MedvedevisuniquelyinthehotseatwhenNewYork
whimsicallystartsshowering loveonDjokovicandMelbourneshushesaudiblysoNadal
canpeacefullyserveout.AllthatMedvedevwantedwaslovewhileaccumulatinghisown
GrandSlamtrophies.It’stheonethinghe’llhavetodowithout,apparently,whilethesearch
for theGOATbleatson.

Saugata Bhattacharya

The room to grow

New Delhi



11
THEINDIANEXPRESS,TUESDAY,FEBRUARY1,2022

WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“If the US continues to discard warnings from China, it will face more tensions,
crises and even conflicts in the Taiwan Straits.” —GLOBALTIMESTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Although there is
widespread criticism of
India’s decision to turn its
back on Asian economic
integration, there are others
who share Delhi’s concerns
about China’s dominant
economic position. In a
recent book, China’s Rise and
Asia’s Decline, William
Bratton argues that the
short-term benefits for Asia
from China’s growth might
be temporary and will be
overshadowed by the long
term costs of economic,
industrial, financial, and
technological dependence on
China.

DOMOSTINDIANSseeIndiaasaHinduand
Hindination?
Statementsbysomepoliticalleadersand

recent survey research seemto suggest so.
AttheinaugurationoftheKashiVishwanath
corridor project, PrimeMinisterNarendra
ModideclaredthatIndiaisdefinedbyHindu
tradition and history. Alongside, Rahul
Gandhi stated that a distinctionmust be
made between the “good”, truth-seeking
Hindus and thepower-seeking “Hindutva-
vadis”.PewResearchsurveyfindingsonre-
ligion andnationhood in India in July 2021
highlightedasimilarconclusion.Ontheone
hand,valuingreligiousdiversity(84percent)
isamongthekeyattributesofbeinganIndian
alongwith respecting elders (88per cent)
andhavinganIndianancestry(70percent).
On theotherhand, amajority alsobelieves
thatbeingaHindu(56percent)andspeak-
ingHindi(57percent)areimportant.Among
Hindus, the support is higher -- for 64per
cent,beingaHinduandfor59percentspeak-
ingHindiis importantforIndian-ness.
Understanding the meaning of this

Hindu-Hindi ideaof Indiaat thegrassroots
is critical, particularly because it has elec-
toralimplications.Aswehaveseenoverre-
cent decades, voting choices and electoral
victoriesofpartiesareusedas insights into
the everydaymeanings of nation and na-
tionhood.
Myresearchhighlightsthatforordinary

Indians,theideaof Indiahasmanylayers. It
includescultural andcivicelements; some
partsof itdeterminepoliticalchoiceswhile
othersdon’t.BeinganIndianisnotjustabout
beingapartofahomogenousnationalcom-
munity.Indiaisacommunityofcommuni-
ties.WhenpeopletalkaboutIndia, theyof-
ten speak from the standpoint ofmultiple
communitylocations.Forexample,onere-
spondent talked about corruption in na-
tional politics but in terms of how it im-
pactedhimasaGujjar,livinginapoorvillage.
The importance of one’s own religion
(Hinduism)andlanguage(Hindi) forbeing
an Indianhighlighted in the PewResearch
data is likely emerging from this idea. This
doesnotnecessarilymeanthatothergroups
don’thavesimilarviews.
InoneresearchvillageinRajasthan,up-

per castes accepted an important demand
madebyaDalit farmlabourerandtea-stall
owner.Hesaidthatthevillageshouldnom-
inateaDalit tocontest thevillagesarpanch
election (a general seat) becauseDalits are
alsoapartof India.That is, theyarecitizens
notjust intheir individualcapacitybutalso
as Dalits, just as others are as Hindus,
Brahmins,Muslims,Shias,etc.Similarly,dur-
ingdiscussionsonnationalpridewithpeo-
pleworkingon farms, small dairies, shops,

etc,itemergedthattheirideaofIndian-ness
includedmanydifferenttypesof identities.
They are proud of India not only on “na-
tional” issues like “defeating” theBritishor
the TajMahal but also of their community
identities.Asonerespondent inavillage in
SawaiMadhopurdistrictsaid,“ifwearetalk-
ingabout India,weare fromRajasthan,we
shouldbeproudofbeingRajasthani”.While
stating this, he strongly brushed aside his
friendwhowas telling him that he should
highlight Hindu-Muslim peacefulness in
their village. Another respondent, in a vil-
lage inKarnataka, said that she is proudof
India because “it has everything -- there is
Kashmir, it has gold, iron, silver, good
weatherandfood”. Infact,someof thePew
Researchdataalsohighlightsthis.Fifty-three
percentof Indiansbelievethatreligiousdi-
versity benefits India andonly 24per cent
believe it harmsus. Almost all Indians are
expresslyproudoftheirstates(95percent)
andtheirreligion(94percent).
Thecriticalthingtheresearchhighlights

is thatcontexts impact thewaypeople talk
aboutthenation.Andthecontextcouldin-
clude the people withwhom one is dis-
cussingtheideaofthenationorthepolitical
dynamics of the localities or even profes-
sional backgrounds. Inmy field sites, areas
where therewas a history of tension be-
tweenreligiousgroups,manyrespondents
expressly said that theywere proud to be
Indianbecauseofthegoodrelationshipbe-
tweencommunities;inothersites,thiswas
rarelymentioned.
Thenation canmeanmuchmore than

maybediscerned fromvoting choices and
public statements of political leaders. One
respondent, aGujjar diary owner in Sawai
Madhopur, educated till Class XI, said that
national culture cannot be homogenised
and apersonborn in India is an Indianbe-
cause“wherewilltheothersgo”.Hisilliter-
atewifeaggressivelysaidthateveryonehas
a different language. Differentiating be-
tweenthepoliticalandnon-politicalaspects
of national pride, he said that “fights be-
tweengroups are aboutpolitics, noweven
brothers fight”. His political support, how-
ever, tendedtowardsaHindu-centredidea
ofnationhood.Yet,hewasproudofIndiabe-
cause“ithaseverything,dharmanirpekshata
(secularism), sanskriti (culture), vikas (de-
velopment)... yeh toh sone ki chidiya hai (a
goldenbird”.
Above all, I discovered that the idea of

Indiaismeaningfulbecauseithasimmense
moral significance. It is the idealhorizon --
ahope,apromiseofafuturedefinedbydig-
nity, equality, justice and socio-economic
development.It’sthisemancipatoryprom-
ise of nationhood that resonates across
groups.Prejudicesanddifferencesandhow
theyprojectontopoliticsco-existalongside
valuing diversity. But the nation is not just
itspolitics,andanIndianisnotjustwhothey
votefor.Alternativeideas,inclusionarynar-
rativesexistevenif thecorrespondingpoli-
ticsdoesnot.

Thewriter is fellow,CentreforPolicy
Research,Delhi

AS INDIARETURNS toahighgrowthpathaf-
teraslowdowninthelastdecade,itsgeopolit-
ical salience intheworldwill continuetorise.
India’sGDPhasgrownmanifoldsince1991-92
whenitstoodat$270billion.Today,India’sGDP
is $3.1 trillion and could cross, according to
someestimates, $8 trillion by the endof this
decade.
Indiaisnowthesixth-largesteconomyand

couldbecome the third-largest by the endof
the decade if the current projections hold.
India’stotaltrade,whichwasabout$38billion
in1991-92,isexpectedtotouch$1.3trillionthis
year. This is about 40per cent of India’s GDP
and underlines the fact that India is more
deeplytiedtotheworldthaneverbefore.
But theGDP’s journey fromthree toeight

trillionwillnotbea linearprocess;norwould
itbeeasytosecureIndia’sinterestsamidstthe
deeper integrationwith theworld. That the
worlditself isinageo-economicchurnmakes
thetransitionachallengingone.
Elevating Indiatoahighereconomicorbit

would involve a recalibration of its assump-
tions,takenforgrantedinthelastthreedecades
of reform. For, the international context in
which India has rapidly grownhas begun to
change. If globalisationwasseenas inevitable
andirreversibleduringthelastthreedecades,
India’s task now is to adapt to significant
changesintheglobaleconomicorder.
First, aword about the current buzz on

geoeconomics. It was Edward Luttwak, the
well-knownAmerican strategist, who trig-
geredaglobaldiscourseontheideaofgeoeco-
nomicsinaseminalarticlein1990amidstthe
endof theColdWar and anewwaveof eco-
nomicglobalisation.
Luttwak—who is speaking to the Indian

strategic community thisweekon the legacy
oftheIndianstrategistlateKSubrahmanyam—
addressedtheemergingconsensusonthenew
importance of economics in global affairs, as
opposedtothedominanceofmilitarycompe-
titionduringtheColdWaryears.
TherapideconomicriseofChinainthelast

threedecadesandBeijing’ssuccessinleverag-
ingitsgrowingeconomiccloutforpoliticalgain
iswidelyseenasaclassicexampleof geoeco-
nomics. But Luttwakwas not really talking
about economics replacingpolitics in the in-
ternational system. Luttwakwas offering a
morepowerful argumenton the relationship
betweengeopoliticsandgeoeconomics.
Luttwakwarnedagainsttheexcessiveop-

timismthatwasenvelopingthepost-ColdWar
era—that economic interdependencewould
eliminate the contestation among nation-
states.Theideaofaborderlessworldpromot-
ingperpetualpeaceandprosperityacrossthe
worldhadindeedbecomeapowerful forceat
thedawnoftheendofthe20thcenturyamidst
thefalloftheBerlinWallandthecollapseofthe
SovietUnion.Luttwakarguedthatthe“logicof
conflict” between states is likely to persist in
theageofglobalisationifonlyinthe“grammar
of commerce”.Hesuggestedthattheempha-
sis on “national interest”will remainaspow-
erfulintheeconomicdomainasinthegeopo-
liticaldomain.Healso insistedthatstateswill
continuetodowhatmattersmorewithintheir

frontiers than the presumed imperatives of
globalgood.
Luttwakposits that zero-sumsituations

thatprevail inmilitaryconflictsarenotexclu-
sive to geopolitics. They also exist in the eco-
nomicdomain inevitably triggering conflicts,
someofwhich could escalate to themilitary
level.Butthepopularnotionofgeoeconomics
as ametaphor for the replacementof politics
by economics endures. The latest example is
therecentlyissueddocumentonPakistan’sna-
tionalsecuritypolicy.
Pakistan’s real challenge is not replacing

geopoliticswithgeoeconomics.WhatPakistan
needsisalong-overduetransitionfromaren-
tiernationalsecuritystatetoadevelopmental
state.This,inturn,demandsendingthedomi-
nanceofthemilitary,thefeudalsandaklepto-
cratic elite over the country’s economy.
Rearranging thePakistani state is in theenda
politicaltaskratherthananeconomicone.
Luttwak’swarningagainstillusionsofeco-

nomicinterdependenceandglobalisationhave
beenborneoutbymajorchangesinUS-China
relationsinrecentyears.Thedramaticexpan-
sion of economic interdependence between
ChinaandAmericaoverthelastfourdecades—
whatsomecalled“Chimerica”—wastheprin-
cipal evidence for the thesis that geopolitics
andideologynolongermattered.
That“capitalist”Americaand“communist”

Chinawouldformsuchanexpansiveeconomic
partnershipreinforcedbyamassivelinkagebe-
tweentheirbusinesseliteandcivilsocietiesre-
inforced the power of geo-economics.
Chimericawasheldupasanefficienteconomic
fusionthatunderscoredthevirtuesofeconomic
globalisation. Thatmythology is nowbeing
shreddedbydevelopmentsintheUSandChina.
Economicnationalismhas re-emerged in

both countries today. In theUS, President Joe
Biden has persisted with his predecessor
DonaldTrump’s emphasis on “America First”
economicpolicies.Hehas goneone step for-
wardbymakingtheeffortatrebootingAmerica
amorepurposefulone.TheUSisalsostrength-
eningdomestic researchand industrial capa-
bilitiestocompetemoreeffectivelywithChina.
Bidenisresistingstrongpressuresfromthe

Americanfinancialcapitalandotherinterested
groups to restore the old economic engage-
mentwithChina. It is not theUSalone that is
backtrackingfromglobalisation.Chinatoohas
adoptedtheeconomicstrategyof “dualcircu-
lation”thatfocusesonstrengtheningdomestic
capabilitiesandreducingexposuretoexternal
factors.

The question of China has also shaped
India’srecentpoliciesonfreetrade.Attheend
of2019,IndiahaswalkedoutfromtheRegional
ComprehensiveEconomicPartnership(RCEP)
suggestingthatthecostsofjoiningaChina-cen-
tredregionaleconomicorderareunacceptable.
Although there iswidespread criticismof

India’s decision to turn its backonAsianeco-
nomicintegration,thereareotherswhoshare
Delhi’sconcernsaboutChina'sdominanteco-
nomicposition. In a recent book,China’s Rise
andAsia’sDecline,WilliamBrattonarguesthat
the short-termbenefits forAsia fromChina’s
growthmightbetemporaryandwillbeover-
shadowedbythelong-termcostsofeconomic,
industrial,financial,andtechnologicaldepend-
enceonChina.
After abandoningRCEP,Delhi has turned

towardsfreetradeagreementswithcountries
likeAustralia,Britain,UAE,andIsrael.Thismust
beseenasthebeginningofaprocessofdeep-
ening India’s engagement with countries
whoseeconomies are complementary. Trade
liberalisationwithEurope and theUSwill be
difficultbutimportantnextsteps.
Indiaisalsoarguing,muchliketheUSand

China, thatnolargecountrycansimplyaban-
dondomesticmanufacturing to other coun-
tries in thenameof economic efficiency and
globalisation. India isnowtakinganumberof
initiatives topromotedomesticmanufactur-
inginarangeofsectors—frommobilephones
to armaments — under the banner of
“AtmanirbharBharat”.
India’s selective trade arrangements and

thepoliciestopromotedomesticmanufactur-
inghavedrawnmuch criticismat homeas a
dangerous return to economicprotectionism
anddeglobalisation.While those arguments
must continue, theymust be relatedmore
closely to the structural changes in the inter-
nationaleconomicorder.
Untilnow,Indiahadtheluxuryof treating

its foreign, economic and strategic policies as
separatedomainspursuedbydifferentbureau-
cracieswithdifferentagendas.Adaptingtothe
currentglobalgeo-economicchurndemands
thatDelhi findbetterways to integrate its fi-
nancial, trade, technological, securityandfor-
eignpolicies. Aboveall Indianeeds a strategy
that can respond to the imperatives of build-
ingdomesticcapabilities,developinggeo-eco-
nomicpartnerships,andconstructinggeopolit-
icalcoalitionswithlike-mindedcountries.

Thewriterisacontributingeditoron
internationalaffairsforTheIndianExpress

Ideas of
Indian-ness
Itmeansmuchmorethancanbe

discernedfromvotingchoicesandpublic
statementsofpoliticalleaders

PETTY POLITICS
THIS ISWITH reference to the column
by P Chidambaram, ‘Service and
Servitude’, (IE, January 30) on the pro-
posedamendment in theservicerules.
His claim that the shortage of IAS offi-
cers in the central government is PM
Modi’s fault is absurd. Every IASofficer
knowsthatshehastoserve inthestate
ofallotmentandtheCentre.Theyaspire
togetacentraldeputationas thatgives
them an opportunity to learn. Sowhy
this shortage?As an IASofficer, I know
thatoneweaponaCMhas toharassan
upright IAS officer is to keep shunting
her fromoneuseless post to another if
she does not toe the line. And if she
wishestogooncentraldeputation,then
nottosendhernametoDoPTand,ifshe
somehowgets selected, not to release
her. The central government suffers. It
is surprising that Mr Chidambaram
shouldtalkofworkculture.Duringthe
UPA,theNAC,anunconstitutionalbody,
under Sonia Gandhi, was the de facto
power. Nowonderwe had scam after
scam.PMModi has brought in disci-
pline, doneawaywithmultiplepower
centres and, what ismore, done away
withcorruption.Witha360-degreere-
view, theprocessof empanelmenthas
becomestreamlinedand fair.

PrabeerKBasu, former secretary,
MinistryofAgriculture

TAX CUTS NEEDED
This refers to the editorial, ‘Why FM
must not cut taxes’ (IE, January 31).
While the logical argument against
cutting taxes is right, we must re-
member that inflation is at record
levels and the common people are

facing the twin pressures of low in-
come hike and inflation. Corporate
tax cuts in the previous years have
resulted in record industrial growth
in India and undertaking of fresh
capex across industries. In the same
spirit, the finance minister should
slowly reduce the tax burden of in-
dividuals to revive the animal spir-
its across the nation and the con-
sumer sentiment. The fiscal deficit
will be covered up by the record
spending and hence the GDP
growth. Onemore yearwithout any
tax cuts for individualswill not bode
well for the ruling party in the up-
coming elections.

Gaurav Gupta, Pune

SCHOOLS AND VIRUS
THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Unlocking classroom'(IE, January
31).From the number of hospitalisa-
tions in the current wave of
Omicron it seems that virus is not as
lethal as the Delta variant was. The
time has come to “live with the
virus”. School closures in India are
one of the longest in the world and
that too at a time when we don’t
have digital infrastructure on the
same scale as thewestern countries.
Our education system was already
in need of reforms in the pre-pan-
demic era. Steps like NEP 2020 and
NIPUN Bharat are steps in the right
direction but what is needed is
funding. With the Union Budget
coming, it is a good opportunity for
government to scale up funds for
education.

DewangGaneshThosar,Raigad

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

THENUKE-WARYPEOPLE of Earth havenot
risen in unison towelcome the statement
made on January 3 by the five permanent
members of the United Nations Security
Council(P5).Yet,theassuranceabout“avoiding
an arms race andnot targeting eachother or
anyotherstate”,andpreventingtheprolifera-
tionofnuclearweapons, is important.
TheP5statementreaffirmsthata“nuclear

warcannotbewonandmustneverbefought”
becauseofits“far-reachingconsequences”.The
statementfurtherreaffirmsthatnuclearthreats
mustbeaddressedandemphasisestheimpor-
tanceof “preservingandcomplyingwithour
bilateralandmultilateralnon-proliferation,dis-
armament,andarmscontrolagreementsand
commitments”.Thestatementalsoexpresses
a commitment to the group’s Treaty on the
Non-Proliferationof NuclearWeapons (NPT)
obligationsand“topreventtheunauthorisedor
unintendeduseofnuclearweapons”.
Declaringthatanarmsracewouldbenefit

noneandendangerall,theP5haveundertaken
to:(1)“workwithallstatestocreateasecurity
environmentmore conducive toprogress on
disarmamentwiththeultimategoalofaworld
withoutnuclearweaponswithundiminished
securityforall”;(2)“continueseekingbilateral
andmultilateral diplomatic approaches to
avoidmilitaryconfrontations,strengthensta-
bility andpredictability, increasemutual un-
derstandingandconfidence”; and (3)pursue
“constructivedialoguewithmutualrespectand

acknowledgementofeachother’ssecurityin-
terestsandconcerns”.
This is amajor statement. It is not abind-

ingresolutionandreiterates someof thecore
obligations of theNPT,while a reviewof the
NPTremainspostponedtillAugustduetothe
Covid-19pandemic.Butnoneof these factors
diminishtheurgencyandthepoliticalsignifi-
cance of the statement, especially given the
unimaginabledangerposedbythe13,000nu-
clearweaponscurrentlybelievedtobeheldby
ahandfulof countries, andthegrowingspec-
treof loosenukes,whichmaybedeployedby
armedterroristgroupsfornefariouspurposes.
TheP5statementwasfollowedbyawarn-

ing from UN Secretary-General António
Guterresthatnuclearannihilationis“justone
misunderstandingormiscalculationaway”.
Boldactiononsixfrontswasnecessary,he

said. First, thatmember states should chart a
path forward onnuclear disarmament; sec-
ond, they should agree to newmeasures of
“transparencyanddialogue”;third,theyshould
address the“simmering”nuclearcrises inthe
Middle East and Asia; fourth, they should
strengthentheexistingglobalbodiesthatsup-
port non-proliferation, including the
International Atomic EnergyAgency (IAEA);
fifth, theyshouldpromotethepeacefuluseof
nucleartechnology,andfinally,theyshouldre-
mind “theworld’s people– andespecially its
young people – that eliminating nuclear
weaponsistheonlywaytoguaranteethatthey

willneverbeused”.
Gandhitaughtusthattherighttopeaceis

an essential framework for all human rights
andthatwagingpeaceiseveryone’swork,re-
gardless of vocation, profession, or discipline.
Peace is necessary for rights, freedom, equal-
ity, and justice and for that reason,weneed
what JusticeOliverWendellHolmes Jr. called
“educationintheobvious”—namely,peaceed-
ucation.Thisisrequiredatmultiplelevels,rang-
ingacrosstheplanetary,global,supranational,
regional,national,andlocallevelsofsocialcog-
nitionandaction.Thesespheresare intensely
related, critical and transformative. As Betty
Reardonwrites: “… the general purpose of
peaceeducation…istopromotethedevelop-
mentofanauthenticplanetaryconsciousness
thatwillenableustofunctionasglobalcitizens
andtotransformthepresenthumancondition
bychangingthesocialstructuresandthepat-
terns of thought that have created it.” If this
“transformationalimperative”isplacedatthe
centreofpeaceeducation,therewillbea“pro-
foundglobal cultural change” thatwill influ-
encewaysofthinking,worldviews,values,be-
haviours, relationships, and the structures of
public order— “a change in thehuman con-
sciousness and inhumansocietyof adimen-
sion far greater thananyother thathas taken
placesincetheemergenceofthenation-state”.
Criticalpeaceeducationshouldperforma

number of tasks. Among these are: Bearing
witness tonegativity (that is, telling the truth

abouttherealitiesandinequalitiesofthissoci-
ety); throwing lightonspaces forpossibleac-
tionsthatcanchallengetheserealities;andact-
ing(toborrowthewordsoftheintroductionto
RitaVerma’s2017bookCriticalPeaceEducation
andGlobalCitizenship)asthe“criticalsecretary
of thepeople,programmesandpracticesthat
are actually interrupting the dominant rela-
tions and buildingworkable alternatives to
themineducationalinstitutions,communities
andother sites”. Insteadof creating cadres of
techno-public intellectuals, peace education
requiresthecreationofamassof “criticalsec-
retaries”topeople’smovements.
Gandhiwould have certainlywelcomed

theslenderbutsignificantUNResolution39/11
(November 12, 1984),which “solemnly pro-
claimsthatthepeoplesofourplanethaveasa-
credright topeace”andequallysolemnlyde-
clares that the “preservation of the right of
peoplestopeaceandthepromotionof its im-
plementation constitute a fundamental obli-
gation of each State”. The subsequent UN
Resolution53/243B, declaring aprogramme
ofactionforacultureofpeace(1999)alsoowes
a great deal toGandhi’s legacy andmission.
Maythemanagersofoureducationsystemno
longerprivilegeignoranceandthepromotion
ofsocial indifference,resilientevennow.

Thewriterisprofessorof law,Universityof
Warwick,andformervicechancellorof
UniversitiesofSouthGujaratandDelhi

Upendra Baxi

The right to peace
UNSCjointstatementonnuclearweaponsisasignificantstepforward

Adaptingtoglobalgeo-economicchurndemandsthatDelhifindwaystointegratefinancial,trade,
technological,securityandforeignpolicies
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DEMANDTOHOLDBOARDEXAMSONLINE

PALLAVISMART&
JAYPRAKASHSNAIDU
MUMBAI, JANUARY31

A LARGE number of students
acrossvariouscities in thestate,
includingMumbai,heldprotests
onMonday,demandingthecan-
cellation of offline board exams
forClass10and12inviewofthe
Covid-19pandemic.
The protests took a violent

turn in Mumbai and Nagpur,
with some students damaging
private and police vehicles by
pelting stones and blocking
roads.Whileprotestsat Jalgaon
and Aurangabad remained
peaceful, at Mumbai and
Nagpur, local police had to re-
sort to lathi-charge to disperse
the mob of students, most of
whomwereminors.
Around 1,000 to 1,500 stu-

dents gathered outside the
DharaviresidenceofstateSchool
Education Minister Varsha
Gaikwadbetween12pmto4pm

onMonday.Policesaidthecrowd
gradually swelled around 3 pm,
whenmany students from far-
off places like Thane, Kalyan,
Badlapur,Vasai,Virarandplaces
inNaviMumbaireachedthespot
using local trains.
Divisional Assistant

Commissioner of Police, Suresh
Jadhav, told The Indian Express,
“Onlysomestudentsinthecrowd
acted likegoonsand took tovio-
lence.Theybroketheglassesofa
few private vehicles...”. To dis-
perse the crowd, police resorted
tolathi-chargingthestudents.
A traffic police official said,

“Therewerearound1,000to1,500
students. They choked the Sant
RohidasMarginDharavinearSion
railwaystationandwehadtodi-
vert the traffic on that road for
aroundtwohours.Thetrafficwas
movingslowlyduetotheprotest.”
The call for the protest was

givenbyasocialmediainfluencer
Vikas Fhatak, alias ‘Hindustani
Bhau’,whoallegedlymakesabu-
sivevideosonsocialmedia.

OnJanuary29,Fhatakhadup-
loadedavideoonhisfanpageac-
count on Instagram, asking stu-
dentstocomeoutand“peacefully
protest”againstthegovernment’s
decisionwithhiminDharaviout-
sidetheresidenceofGaikwad.
Healsoappealedtostudents

acrossMaharashtra to visit ed-
ucation offices in their region
with the same demand. The
videos are available on his so-
cialmediahandle.
As they gathered near

Gaikwad’sresidenceinDharavi,
students were heard shouting
slogans demanding justice.
According to them, they arenot
preparedtoappearfortheboard
exam that is to begin inMarch.
While their primary demand is
to cancel the exam, protesters
saidif theexamhastobeheld, it
shouldbeheldonline.
“Until and unless the pan-

demic is over, there should not
be exams.Many students have
alreadylosttheirlivesduetode-
pression. Due to online classes,

manyhavelostoutonacademics
without adequate access. The
government should cancel the
exam, considering the physical
andmental health of these stu-
dents.Otherwise,holdanonline
exam, just as the studies were
doneonline,”Fhatakhadsaid in
oneof hisvideos.
Fathak, too, was present at

theprotestspot.Hewasescorted
away by police after students
started getting restless. The po-
lice subsequently had to use
force todisperse thestudents.
The Maharashtra govern-

ment,meanwhile,hassaid that
it is unwilling to reconsider its
decision to hold offline exams.
A meeting has been called by
Gaikwad to discuss the topic
with officials and students on
Tuesday.At the timeof goingto
press, the Mumbai Police was
in theprocess of registering an
FIR against the students and
Fhatak. No one has been ar-
rested in connection with the
protests so far.

Student protests turn violent in
Mumbai, Nagpur; FIRs registered

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

ON A day when a senior
Russian official visited India
andmethiscounterparts in the
Ministry of External Affairs,
NewDelhionMondayplayeda
tightropewalkwithaslight tilt
towards theRussianpositionat
a meeting of the UN Security
Council onUkraine.
Articulating its position on

“legitimate security interests”
thatechoeswithnuancedtilt to-
wards the Russian position,
India’sPermanentRepresentative
at the UNSC T S Tirumurti said,
“India’sinterestisinfindingaso-
lutionthatcanprovideforimme-
diate de-escalation of tensions
takingintoaccountthelegitimate
security interestsof all countries
andaimedtowardssecuringlong
termpeaceandstabilityinthere-
gionandbeyond.”
WhileDelhi’sstatementtalked

about “legitimate security inter-
ests of all countries”, it iswidely
perceived as somewhat aligned
withtheRussianinterests.
Stressing that “quietandcon-

structivediplomacyistheneedof
thehour”,Tirumurtisaidthat“any
steps that increase tensionmay
bestbeavoidedbyall sides inthe
largerinterestofsecuringinterna-
tionalpeaceandsecurity”.
“I reiterate our call for the

peaceful resolution of the situ-
ation by sincere and sustained
diplomaticeffortstoensurethat
concerns of all sides are re-
solvedthroughconstructivedi-
alogue,” he said. This is India’s
secondstatementontheUkraine
issue, andamoreexpansiveone
after the statementmadeby the
MEAspokespersonlastweek.
This statementwasmade at

theUNSCmeeting onUkraine,
whereRussia andChina tried to
blockdiscussionswhile10UNSC
members, including theUS, UK
andFrance,votedinfavourof the
discussion. Here too, Indiawas
amongthreecountriesalongwith
KenyaandGabon toabstain, in a
bidtomaintainitsneutralposition
andnotsidewitheitherbloc.
TheUNSCwent aheadwith

thediscussions,as10countries—
it needed9yes votes—voted in
favourofthediscussions.
ThevoteandtheIndianstate-

menttookplaceonadaywhenbi-
lateral consultations onUN-re-
lated issueswere held between
IndiaandRussia inNewDelhion
Monday. The Indian delegation
was led by Reenat Sandhu,
Secretary(West)inMEA,whilethe
Russian delegation was led by
Ambassador SergeyVasilyevich
Vershinin, Deputy Minister of
ForeignAffairsofRussia.
“Secretary (West) congratu-

lated Russia on its upcoming
Presidency of the UN Security
Council in February 2022. Both
sides heldwide rangingdiscus-
sionsonissuesontheUNSecurity
Councilagendaandrelateddevel-
opments. Both sides agreed to
deepencooperationon issues of
mutual interest atmultilateral
platforms,”theMEAsaid.
ThevisitingRussianofficialalso

calledonForeignSecretaryHarsh
VardhanShringlaandbriefedhim
onRussianprioritiesduringitsup-
comingPresidencyoftheUNSC.
Hours later, Tirumurti in his

statementat theUNSCsaid, “We
have been closely following the
evolvingdevelopmentsrelatingto
Ukraine,includingthroughongo-
inghigh-level security talks be-
tween Russia and the United
States, as well as under the
NormandyformatinParis.”

CITES ‘LEGITIMATESECURITY INTERESTS’
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AMEETINGbetweenKarnataka
Congress president D K
Shivakumarandaminister inthe
stategovernmentsparkedspecu-
lationthattheBJP leaderwasun-
happywithrecentpartyappoint-
mentsforin-chargeofdistricts.
Karnataka tourismminister

Anand Singh visited the
BengalururesidenceofKarnataka
Pradesh Congress Committee
chief D K Shivakumar for the
meetingonMonday.
Shivakumar, however, said

themeeting onMondaywas a
courtesymeeting with no dis-
cussionofpolitics. "Avisit tothe
house is not about politics but
other issues. To talk politics we
would go to a resort or hotel,"
Shivakumartoldreportersathis
home inBengaluru.
Dissatisfied with the forest

portfolioaccordedtohim,Singh
wasamongthefirstMLAstoquit
theCongresspartyin2019asthe
mass defections eventually
brought down the Congress-
JD(S)government in thestate
The development comes

close on the heels of Karnataka
ChiefMinisterBasavarajBommai
divesting ministers of the re-
sponsibility of overseeing their
own districts and appointing
theminchargeof regionswhere
theyhavenopolitical stakes.
Severalstateministersarebe-

lievedtobedisgruntledaboutthis
newpolicyoftheBJPgovernment.
Separately, BJP legislator B R

Patil had also said that several
ministers are in touchwith the
Congress. “Many have booked
their tickets...,”Yatnalhadsaid.
TourismministerAnandSingh,

thelegislatorfromVijayanagardis-
trict,wasnamedas theminister
in-chargeofKoppal.Thedecision
tomovehimfromVijaynagarand
appoint Shashikala Jolle in his
placetriggeredprotestsbyhissup-
portersinthedistrict’sHospetarea
twoweeksback.
Lastweek, Singh also held a

meetingwith Bommai and the
CM’spredecessorBSYediyurappa.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY31

A PETITIONwas moved in the
Kerala Lokayukta onMonday,
seeking contempt procedure
againstCPI(M)-backedlegislator
K T Jaleel for attacking Justice
Cyriac Joseph.
Jaleelquitas thehigheredu-

cationminister in the previous
LeftDemocraticFront(LDF)gov-
ernmentaftertheLokayuktain-
dicted him of nepotism in ap-
pointments in April 2021. Jaleel
wasfoundguiltyofappointinga
close relative as a generalman-
agerwiththestateminorityde-
velopment finance corporation
at the time.
The office of Justice Joseph

said on Monday that the
lokayuktawillnotreacttotheal-
legations raised by Jaleel.

“Lokayuktawouldsticktoits ju-
dicial discipline andwould not
respond to these allegations.
Overtheyears,maintainingthat
judicial discipline has been the
practice of the Lokayuktas and
Upalokayuktas,’’ hisoffice said.
Thepetition,seekingtoiniti-

atecontemptprocedureagainst
Jaleel, was filed by Rajeev
Charachira -- amember of the
IndianLawyersCongress,which
isaffiliatedtotheCongressparty.

As per the Lokayukta Act,
lokayuktas and the upa-
lokayuktashave the same juris-
diction and authority with re-
gard to contemptof itself as the
highcourtsinthecountry.Asper
the procedure, the Lokayukta
willserveanoticetotherespon-
dent and it can subsequently
takeactionafterhearingthepar-
ties in thecase.
Jaleelon on Sunday posted a

copyofa2005Keralahighcourt
order,whichhaddismissedwrit
petitions seeking action against
the then UDF minister P K
Kunhalikutty in an alleged sex
scandal. JusticeJosephwasthen
among the judges on the HC
benchthatdeliveredtheverdict.
The formerminister thenal-

legedthatthejudge“bargained”
for a university vice-chancellor
post to be given to his family
memberinreturnfor“rescuing”
aUDF leader.

INDIA'SSTATEMENTisabal-
ancingact,keepinginmind
itsvital interestsandstakes
onbothsidesof thedivide.
But it isperceivedtobe
closertoMoscow’sposition,
althoughDelhihastalked
aboutsecurity interestsof
“allsides”.Also, itdoesnot
conveyanycondemnation
publiclyofRussianactions,
muchtoWesternbloc’sdis-
appointment.Overall, itdoes
notwanttotakesidesclearly.

Stakeson
bothsides,a
balancingactE●EX
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At UNSC meet on
Ukraine, India
walks the tightrope

KARNATAKA

BJP minister’s
meeting with
state Congress
chief sparks
speculation

Petition moved against former Kerala
minister for contempt of Lokayukta

Keralaex-ministerKTJaleel

Ataprotest inRajkotonMonday.ChiragChotaliya

VAIBHAVJHA,ADITIRAJA
&GOPALKATESHIYA
AHMEDABAD,RAJKOT,SURAT,
VADODARA, JANUARY31

PROTESTDEMONSTRATIONSover
thedeathof 30-year-oldKishan
BoliyaaliasKishanBharwad,who
was allegedly shot dead in
Dhandhuka of Ahmedabad re-
cently foranobjectionable social
mediapost, tookaviolentturnin
RajkotandChotaUdepurdistricts
inGujaratonMonday.
Police in several districts, in-

cludingAhmedabad,issuedadvi-
sory appealing for peace and
askedcitizens tonotpayheed to
unsubstantiatedrumorscreating
a rift betweencommunities. The
VishwaHinduParishad(VHP)also
issueda statement appealing for
peace even as the opposition
Congress attacked the state gov-
ernmentover its “failure” topro-
vide security to the deceased.
Kishan Boliya, a resident of
Dhandhuka inAhmedabaddis-
trict,was shotdeadby twobike-
bornemenon January 25while
hewastravelingonamotorcycle.
According to police, Boliya had
postedanobjectionablevideoon

Facebook.Fivepersons,including
twoclerics,havebeenarrestedso
farinthecase.
Demanding capital punish-

ment for the perpetrators, sev-
eral right wing groups held
demonstrationsinRajkot,Morbi,
Banaskantha, Surendranagar,
Amreli, Bhavnagar, Porbandar,
Patan, Vadodara and Chhota

Udepur. Clasheswere reported
inRajkotandChhotaUdepur.
InRajkot,ahugemobassem-

bled outside the district collec-
tor’sofficeonShroffRoadtosub-
mitamemorandum.Themobof
around 3,000 then started
marchingtowardsthecitypolice
headquarters in Panchayat
Chowk. They blocked the road
near Dharam Cinema and al-
legedly indulged in vandalism
and also assaulted a police sub-
inspector(PSI).Policeresortedto
alathichargetodispersethemob.
“The mob threw stones at

the PCR van of
Pradyumannagarpolicestation
anddamaged it. Theyalsovan-
dalised three shops opposite
Galaxy Cinema and one in
Fulchhab Chowk. We repeat-
edlyaskedthemtodispersebut
to no avail... So we used mild
force,” Manoharsinh Jadeja,
deputycommissionerof police
(Zone-II), toldmedia persons.
TheDCPaddedthatKDPatel,

a PSI attached to the
Pradyumannagarpolicestation,
was injured in theviolence and
the mob targeted furniture of
fourshops, includinganomelet
outlet in FulchhabChowk.

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THE UNIVERSITY Grants
Commission(UGC)hasdeveloped
adraftNationalHigherEducational
QualificationFramework(NHEQF),
whichispartofasetofreformsthat
theNationalEducationPolicy(NEP)
2020envisages.
Fromjobreadinesstoconstitu-

tional values, theoretical knowl-
edgetotechnicalskills,higheredu-
cationinstitutesacrossthecountry
willsoonbebroughtunderanew
frameworktoassessstudentsona
rangeof learningoutcomes. The
UGChasputoutthe72-pagedraft
NHEQFinthepublicdomain,invit-
ing suggestions till February 13
through emails at
nepnheqf@gmail.com.
“Ithasbeenfelt thatgiventhe

sizeofthehighereducationsystem
andthediversityofinstitutionsand
programmesofstudyinIndia, the
countryneedstomovetowardsde-
velopinganationallyacceptedand
internationallycomparableandac-
ceptablequalificationsframework

tofacilitatetransparencyandcom-
parabilityofhighereducationqual-
ificationsatalllevels.TheNHEQFis
anattempt in thisdirection,” the
draftsays.
In thedraft, theUGChasclari-

fiedthat the framework isnot in-
tendedtopromoteauniformcur-
riculum or national common
syllabus. “Thepurpose is tobring
up/elevateallHEIs toacommon
levelof benchmarking toensure
thatall institutionsareproviding
qualityeducation,”itstates.
The NHEQF envisages the

awardofcertificates,diplomasand
degreesbasedonwhatstudentsare
“expectedtoknow,understandand
beabletodoattheendoftheirpro-
grammeofstudy”. Inlinewiththe
structureoutlined intheNEP, the
NHEQFalso fixes thenumberof
creditsrequiredtoclearthediffer-
entcourses. Those lookingtoexit
theundergraduateprogramme
withacertificatewill require40
credits;adiplomaafter twoyears
willneed80credits;degreeafter
threeyearswillneed120credits;
degreewithhonours/researchaf-
terfouryearswith160credits.

UGC releases draft
framework for higher
education qualification

CLERICAMONG2IN
8-DAYPOLICEREMAND
Ahmedabad: Amagisterial
court in Dhandhuka on
Monday granted eight days
remand of cleric Maulvi
QamarGani Usmani (40) to
the Gujarat Anti Terrorist
Squad (ATS), a day after he
was arrested in connection
with themurder of Kishan
BoliyaaliasKishanBharwad
inDhandhuka,Ahmedabad,
recently. The ATS also re-
ceivedeightdaysremandfor
another accused Azeem
Sama (38) fromRajkotwho
was arrested in the same
case.Both theaccusedwere
arrestedon January30.ENS

Protests over Dhandhuka murder
turns violent in Rajkot, Chota Udepur

Madras HC
orders CBI probe
into girl’s suicide

CONVERSIONROW

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MADURAI, JANUARY31

THEMADRASHighCourtBench
hereonMondaydirectedtrans-
ferring the probe into the sui-
cideof a17-year-oldschoolgirl,
who was allegedly coerced to
convert to Christianity, to the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI).
JusticeGRSwaminathanor-

deredthetransferof thecaseaf-
terhearingtheargumentsof the
petitioner, the girl's father, and
also the schoolmanagement.
“Thiscourthasadutytoren-

der posthumous justice to the
child. The foregoing circum-
stancescumulativelytakenwill
definitely create an impression
thattheinvestigationisnotpro-
ceedingontheright lines.Since
ahigh-rankingHon'bleMinister
himselfhastakenastand, inves-
tigation cannot continue with
the state police. I therefore di-
recttheDirector,CentralBureau
of Investigation, New Delhi to
assignanofficer to takeover in-
vestigation from the state po-
lice,” the court ruled.
TheCBIwillundertakeanin-

dependent investigation and
shall not take into account any
of theobservationsmadeinthis
order, the judgeadded.
The 17-year-old student of

the missionary school in
Thanjavurbelonged toAriyalur
district.Afewdaysago,shedied
by suicide. The girl, a hostel in-
mate, was allegedly asked to
convert to Christianity. A video
clip inthisconnectionhadgone
viral. The school management
had rejected the allegation and
blamedvested interests.
The victim's father had de-

mandedaCB-CIDinvestigation
“but in the final hearing, the
original prayer was given up
andtherequestwasfortransfer
of investigation to CBI”, the
court said.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THESUPREMECourtonMonday
pulleduptheCentrefordragging
its feet on a 2020 petition seek-
ingidentificationofminoritiesat
the state level andminority sta-
tus for Hindus in states where
theirnumbersarelow.Thecourt
imposed a cost of Rs 7,500 after
the government failed to file its
replytothe2020pleadespitethe
court granting it a last opportu-
nity in Januarythisyear.
“You have not filed counter

despite several opportunities.
This isnotfair.Youhavetotakea
stand,”JusticeSKKaul,headinga
two-judgebench,toldAdditional
SolicitorGeneralKMNatraj,who
appearedfortheCentreandsub-
mittedthatthereplywillbefiled
soon and urged the court to not
imposecost.
Turning down the request,

the bench, also comprising
JusticeMMSundresh, ordered,
“We grant one further opportu-
nityof fourweekssubject tode-
posit of cost of Rs 7,500....

Thereaftertwoweeksforrejoin-
der.”Thecourtwillnowhearthe
matteronMarch28.
ThepleabyadvocateAshwini

Upadhyay relieson themajority
judgment of Supreme Court in
the 2002 TMA Pai case, which
lays down that for the purposes
of Article 30, which deals with
rights of minorities to establish
and administer educational in-
stitutions, the religious and lin-
guisticminoritieshavetobecon-
sideredstate-wise.
The petition contended that

theCentre, inexerciseofpowers
under Section 2(c) of National
Commission forMinorities Act,
1992,hasdeclaredonlyMuslims,
Christians,Sikhs,Buddhists,Jains
and Zoroastrians as minority.
This, itsaid,hasdeprivedgroups
suchasHindus,Baha'isandJews
of their legitimaterights.
It also challenged theconsti-

tutionalvalidityofSection2(c)of
NCMAct, which empowers the
Centre todeclare a groupasmi-
nority, and has soughtminority
tag for Hindus in six states and
twoUnion Territories, based on
the2011Censusreport.

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR, JANUARY31

INAfreshdevelopmentintheal-
legedAlwar sexual assault case,
the father of the girl claimedon
Monday that she has said that
twomenhad tried to throwher
off the bridge where she was
foundon January11.
Talking to The Indian Express,

thegirls' fathersaid, “For the first
10-15days shedidn’t tell us any-
thing.Butforthelast4-5days,she
hasbeengesturingthattwomen
triedtothrowheroff thebridge.”
The 15-year-old girl, who is

mentallychallengedandalsohas
speechimpairment,wasreported
missingbyherfamilyinAlwaron
January11. Shewas foundbleed-
ingonabridge later thatdayand
had toundergo surgery in Jaipur
wheresheisnowstable.
“Shehasbeengesturing, as if

youwouldthrowsomething,like
a sack. She also keeps repeating
‘do bhai’, to indicate twomen,
whotriedtothrowheroff. Itwas
her luck that she somehowdid-

n’t go over the barrierwall and
just fell there. Had themennot
been in a hurry andwouldhave
takentheirtime,thechildwould
have died after falling off the
bridge,” thefathersaid.
“However, the child has not

been able to communicate the
kindof vehicle shewas brought
in,”hesaid.
The father also addressed a

press conference organised by
Sarva Samaj Nyay Sangharsh
Samiti inAlwar,whichhadbeen
constitutedtoseekjusticeforthe
girl. At the conference, heasked
that if it was an accident, why
didn’t his daughter “sustain in-
juries elsewhere, like on her
head or her back. Her clothes
would have been torn (if it was
anaccident).Butevenhershawl
didnothaveanybloodmarks.”
Talking to this paper, he said,

“Whyhasshegot injuriesonly in
the sensitive area?When there’s
an accident, her heador elbows
couldhavebeeninjured.Butwhy
are therenoother injuries? That
tells us that it is a heinous case.
Andthat’swhypoliceischanging

itsstatementsandwedon’t trust
the police or the administration
anymore.WewantCBItotakeup
thiscaseattheearliest.”
Whilepolicehadinitiallysus-

pected it to be rape case and
lodgedanFIRunder IPC sections
forkidnapping,rapeandsections
of the POCSO Act, Alwar
Superintendent of Police
TejaswaniGautamlatersaidthat
while they are still investigating,
medicalreportsandtechnicalev-
idenceindicatedthatthereis“no
possibilityof rapeinthecase."
Quoting amedia report, the

father said that the report had
citedFSLreport toclaimthatse-
menhas been found onher sal-
war. “So something has hap-
pened. But a day or two ago, I
read a report that the semen
matcheswith the father’s DNA.
Thismeans that the girl’s father
rapedher?You can imagine the
levelsthepolicehavestoopedto.”
“Sometimes they say it’s a

gangrape,sometimestheyclaim
it’sanaccident.Sowearedoubt-
ful about the investigation.” he
said.

ALWARCASE

Teen told family 2 men tried to
throw her off bridge, says father

Identification of minorities:
Apex court pulls up Centre
for not replying to petition

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JANUARY31

TAMIL NADU BJP on Monday
announced it will fight urban
localbodypollsaloneandwith-
out itsally inthestate,AIADMK,
after the two parties could not
reach a consensus in multiple
rounds of talks. State BJP pres-
identKAnnamalai said the call
to break away from AIADMK
was difficult but also an in-
formed decision. Top AIADMK
leaders O Panneerselvam and
Edappadi K Palaniswami back
thedecision,hesaid.Annamalai
said the BJP will put up candi-
dates in all seats for the
February19polls.Headdedthe
alliance with the AIADMK re-
mains intact nationally.
“BJP cadres were particular

they occupy seats inmaximum
localpositions. Thatmakesa lot
of sense fora fastgrowingparty
liketheBJPinTamilNadu.Atthe
same time, we had to consider
the issues within AIADMK too,
theirdifficulties tomeetourde-
mands and share asmany seats
that we demanded. So after
thesedetailedtalks,wedecided
tocontestalone…,”hesaid.
According to a senior BJP

leader aware of the talks be-
tweentheallies,themaindiffer-
encewas over theMayor posts
in Nagercoil and Coimbatore –
which theAIADMKwasunwill-
ingtogiveup–andthe30-70per
centbreakup(70toAIADMK)of
seats soughtby theBJP.

No deal with
AIADMK, BJP to
fight urban polls
on its own in TN

MAHARSHTRA

Followprocedure
forputtingpeople
in‘andacell’:HC
Mumbai:TheAurangabad
benchoftheBombayHigh
CourtonMondaysaidthat
authorities cannot “arbi-
trarily lift the prisoners
and keep them in ‘Anda
cell’(solitaryconfinement)
without strictly following
theprescribedprocedure”.
TheHCadded that even if
theprisonerisahardened
criminal, thereshouldnot
be any "inhuman treat-
ment"andauthoritiescan-
not act as per their
"whims".Thebenchasked
the state government to
file an affidavit in reply
withinfourweekstoaplea
by the wife of convict
ImranShaikh,whowason
Friday shifted to regular
prisonafterspendingtwo
years in solitary confine-
ment. ENS

TAMILNADU

RSSmanheldfor
‘harrasing’nuns,
saypolice
Chennai: TheTamilNadu
Police has arrested a 38-
year-old man, said to be
associated with the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), for al-
legedly harassing two
nuns and seizing their
belongings, and claim-
ing that they were in-
volved in religious con-
version in Pudukkottai
district. Pudukkottai SP
Nisha Parthiban said
that Ganesh Babu is as-
sociated with the RSS.
He was arrested on
Saturday and produced
before a court on
Sunday. ENS

NEWDELHI

SCrefusesto
hearpleaon
Gandhi movie
NewDelhi: The Supreme
Court on Monday de-
clined to entertain a pe-
tition seeking stay on
the release of themovie
Why I killed Gandhi on
an Over The Top (OTT)
platform and asked the
petitioner to approach
theHighCourt for relief.
A bench headed by
Justice Indira Banerjee
said “Awrit petition un-
der Art 32 may only be
filed when there is a
question of violation of
fundamental right.
There is no fundamental
right of the petitioner
which appears to have
been violated. Thus this
plea cannot be enter-
tained..." ENS
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NOTINGTHATtheroleofwomen
in thesociety is continuouslyex-
panding,PrimeMinisterNarendra
ModionMondaysaidthewomen
commissionswillhavetoincrease
theirscopeofworkandgiveanew
direction to thewomenof their
states.
Addressingthe30thNational

Commission for Women
FoundationDay,Modi said that
185womenhavereceivedPadma
awards since 2015 and that this
year’s awardees featured 34
women–arecord.Theevent, at-
tendedbytheWomenandChild
Development (WCD)minister
Smriti Irani, NCW chairperson
Rekha Sharma as well as state
commissions andwomen’s or-
ganisations,washeldvirtually.

“In the last seven years, the
policies of the country have be-
come more sensitive towards
women.Today,Indiaisamongthe
countries with a provision for
maximummaternity leave. The
marriageable age forwomen is
being raised to 21 years so that

marriagedoesnotbecomeahin-
dranceintheireducationandca-
reer,” the PMsaid.Modi further
said that the role of women in
Indiaisclearlychangingandthisis
visibleinschemessuchasMudra
Yojanawhere70percentbenefi-
ciariesarewomen.

Not the end yet but start living with smart
surveillance, spot variants & take steps early

Onwhetherthethirdwavehaspeakedand
weare intheendgameof thepandemic
Inmetro cities like Delhi andMumbai, it’s

getting over but in Tier 2 cities, it is still a prob-
lem. Some of them are yet to be affected. Of
course,testingisnotuniformacrossIndia,sothe
plateaumaypersist abitbefore thedecline.
This isn’t the end of COVID-19. But if by

endgamewemean it’s time for schools to re-
open,forustogetbacktonear-normalwithrel-
atively small andnotverydifficultprecautions,
that should have already started. Honestly, we
shouldn’tkeepschoolsclosed,at least inthebig
cities. Theendgamehasnothing todowith the
endofCOVID-19asapandemic,ithastodowith
the end of COVID-19 as a threatening disease
thatoverwhelmshealthcaresystems.

Ontheemergenceofadangerousmutant
Weconfusethevirulenceofaviruswithour

own immunity and a combination thereof.
WhentheSpanishinvadedSouthAmerica,they
carriedmanydiseasesandviruseswhichdidnot
affect Europebut causeddeaths there. Chicken
poxkilledmanynativeAmericans. Inthebegin-
ning,noneofuswasimmunetothevirus.Delta
turned aggressive because a large population
wasstillnotimmuneorvaccinatedandnoherd
immunity candevelopwhen thevirus evolves.
So,weshouldbecountinghowmanysuscepti-
blepeopleareleft.We’veseenthatonceyouare
infected,havegottwodosesofvaccines,thelike-
lihoodof dying reduces significantly.
BythetimeOmicronpeaked,wehadimmu-

nity from the big Deltawave and the vaccina-
tionof about80 to90percentadults. Thatpro-
tected us from death and destruction of the
healthcare system. Post-Omicron, the number
of people at high risk of dying from COVID-19
willgetsosmallthathealthcaresystemswillnot
get overwhelmed despite infections. The de-
structionwill lessenwith timeunless thevirus
changesverysignificantly,whichisn’tanimme-
diatepossibility.

Onwhethertheviruscaneverbeeliminated
If I have to pick between this virus ending up
like small pox or polio, which have been
eliminated,andflu,wherethereisacontinuing
struggle, I will pick flu. COVID-19 is not going
away. Itwillget lessandlessfrequent,affecting
only the immuno-suppressed, the unhealthy,
those at severe high-risk, the very old and the
very young. But the destruction and difficulty
itcauseswillbecomemuchless,unlessthevirus
changes very significantly, which is always a
possibility but not an immediate high
possibility.SARS-CoV-2doesn’tmutatealotbut
it isanRNAvirus,soitmutatesmorethanmany
DNAviruses. Andwith a largerpool of hosts in
human beings, the virus is getting a chance to
optimiseitselfandmutate.Besides,toeradicate

something, it is important that itdoesnothave
ahost outsidehumans. SARS-CoV-2has found
animal reservoirs, where it can keep evolving
further.

Onwhyherdimmunity iselusive
Iwouldarguetherehavebeenmultipletem-

porary herd immunity phases, just not a long
lastingone.WhydidDeltaendinDelhi?Because
inoneofourstudieswefoundthatabout88per
cent of the cohort had been infected. At that
level,yougetherdimmunityagainstthatvariant
anditsderivatives.ThatiswhyDelta-plus,which
was very similar toDelta variant, did notmake
muchheadway.NowOmicron is averyheavily
mutated derivative of the Beta variant from
South Africa. It is just not like Delta at all.

Therefore, any antibodies you have developed
willnotbindandneutraliseit.Ontheotherhand,
theT-cells, those thathaveamemoryof severe
disease and kill infected cells, will still remain
effective. So, severe diseases are preventedbut
not the infection itself.Herd immunity isan in-
fection concept, not infection to severity. You
need high quality studieswith people you are
sure have never been infected earlier to get a
betteranswer.

OnOmicronasanaturalvaccine
I don’t like that phrase at all. To

call something a vaccine, the side
effectsmustbeverylow,compara-
ble to vaccines. With our current
vaccines, we expect something to
gowronginoneinalakhormaybe
50,000 cases. Now, look at the
InfectionFatalityRate(IFR)ofDelta
and Omicron. Delta’s was some-
where around two in a 1,000.
Omicron is 60 to70per cent lower
thanthat, incertainagegroups itmightbeonly
25-50percentlower.Andyourealisethatisnot
avery safeprospect. InDelhi, thereare roughly
40peopledyingthesedays,ofwhichhalfwould
be incidental. If you had a vaccine, whichwas
seeing 20 people dying everyday, youwould
stop that vaccine, neveruse it. That iswhycall-
ingOmicronanaturalvaccine isnot right.

Onthefearof adangerousvariantand
surveillance
Fear is never a solution. Giving up school,

work,businessesandstayingindoorshavetheir
owncomplications.Giventhattheriskofdeath
is lowwhile most people are vaccinated and

havesomeimmunity,justgetonwithyourlives.
That has got nothing to dowith the possibility
of aworsevariantas theviruswill try topropa-
gate itself andescape immunity. Itwillweaken
with immuno pressure.Maintain high-quality
surveillance,detectvariantsandtakestepsearly.
India needs a smart, not brute surveillance.

Look at SouthAfrica. They don’t sequence a lot
buttheywereveryeffectiveinspottingOmicron
and Beta before that. Their general epidemiol-
ogyisverystrong.Wemustnotbeobsessedwith
thedailynumberofgeneticsequences.Youwant
sequencinglabstohavearapidturnaroundand
rush all the data to commonplatforms, so that
you canmake sense of whether the new se-
quencesarematchingwithsomethinghappen-
ingclinically.WenowhaveanIntegratedHealth
InformationPortal (IHIP) todo that.
Also, an outbreak is the worst time to se-

quence as the causative variant is dominant. It
is that part in themiddle, during a trough, that
you need to continue sequencing.We need to
maintainagoodstablelevelofsequencing,cou-
pledwith intelligence from the ground. As for
therestofus,bealert,followadvisoriesanddon’t
panic. The Government must make sure the
publicmessaging is right.

Onlearningsfromthepandemic
Why did SARS-CoV-1 not

spread?Becausethemutantviruses
werenot thatpotentor fighting fit.
IfyoulookattheSARS-CoV-2virus,
one of the two initial strains could
havediedout.Had theD614Gmu-
tation not occurred, the pandemic
wouldhave takenadifferent track.
Thatresultedinthevirussweeping
across the globe. But then we
weren’t doing enough sequencing.
Otherwise,wecouldhavefocussed

moreonmasksandventilationearlyon.Vaccine
equitywouldhavehelpedtoo.Nocountryissafe
till everyone is safe. And commonsensemeas-
uresare importantdespiteadvances inscience.

Onwhetherthenextgenerationofvaccines
willbemoreeffective
An ideal vaccine prevents infection and

blocksseveredisease.Anacceptablevaccinepro-
tects the individual against severe disease but
thenthetargetisuniversalvaccinationofallpeo-
ple at risk. I would love to see better vaccines
that protect us against all coronaviruses, vac-
cines that are not against a single ancestral se-
quencebutagainstamultiplicityofpossibilities.

AUDIENCEQUESTIONS

Onthenecessityofboostershots
FromtheWHOpointofview,it’satrade-

offbetweenglobalequityandfurtherlow-
eringtheriskforaselectfew.Thepriorityis
alwaystogetmorepeoplefullyvaccinated.
SomeUKdatahasshownthattheeffective-
nessofprotectiondoesgoupto70to80per
centwith abooster from65 to70per cent
butitdoesn’tblockinfection.So,intermsof
the severity of the disease, the gain is
smaller. If thereisminimalbenefit, thereis
no point in giving boosters to everybody,
especiallygiventhefactthatallvaccinesare
notexactlythesame.Therefore,precaution-
ary doses for healthcareworkers, the eld-
erlyandthoseathighriskmakeforasensi-
bleapproach.MostIndiansareinfectedand

vaccinated, so our immunitymay already
be equivalent to three vaccine doses in
terms of Western data. How frequently
India needs boosters cannot be decided
without Indianstudiesabout immunity.

Onwhethernightcurfews, lockdowns
andschoolclosurecontrol
transmission
Schools are high priority and when

classrooms have big windows or when
classescanbedoneoutdoors,theriskisac-
tuallysmall. It isnotsurfacesbutair that is
themainsourceoftransmissions.Indiaisin
a better place for staying open compared
to many countries where everything is
closedandair-conditioned.

Inthisexplained.Livesession,AnuragAgrawal,Director, InstituteofGenomicsandIntegrativeBiology,CSIRtalksaboutthepandemic’s
endgame,virusmutationsandwhethernewvaccinescancreateanimmunityshield

AnupamAgrawal inconversationwith
Amitabh Sinha, ResidentEditor,Pune
The IndianExpress

SCANTHECODETO
WATCHVIDEO

Panel directs case be
registered under SC/ST
Act in Wankhede matter

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

RIT FOUNDATION andAll India
Democratic Women’s
Association, which have peti-
tionedDelhiHighCourtforcrim-
inalisation of marital rape, on
Monday contended that suchan
actwill continue to remain con-
doneduntilitisexplicitlydeclared
anoffenceunderthelaw.
“Not only do consequences

toa specifically labelledoffence
deter it, they elevate the con-
sciousnessof thosewhounder-
standwheretheboundariesare.
In our case, towhere the conju-
gal rights to sex begins and
where it ends: the bodily in-
tegrity of wives,” argued advo-
cate Karuna Nundy before the
division bench of Justices Rajiv
ShakdherandCHari Shankar.
Thecourthasbeenhearingthe

petitions challenging the
Exception2inIPCSection375that
protectsmen,who have forced
non-consensualintercoursewith
theirwives, fromcriminalprose-
cutionunderSection376IPC.
Nundy submitted thatmany

wellmeaningmenmight have
thoughtof sexual harassment as
a compliment atworkplace be-
foretheVishakajudgment.
The case before the court is

aboutthemoralrightofamarried
woman to refuse unwanted
forcible sexual intercourse and it
is about respecting the right of a
wifetosaynoandrecognisingthat
marriage isno longer auniversal
licencetoignoreconsent, thepe-
titionersarguedbeforethecourt.
The argumentswill continue

onTuesday. The court has asked
Nundytoaddressthequestionon
creationofaoffencebythecourt.
Opposingthepetitions,theinter-
venorshave argued that striking
downtheexceptionwillamount
tocreationofanewoffence.
“Even if it is the creation of a

newoffence, thenwhat? Is the
courtgoingtostopshortandsayit
createsanewoffenceand,there-
fore,wewillnot touchbecause it
isthelegislature’s[job].Thatisthe
other issueyouneed to answer,”
JusticeShakdhertoldNundy.
Meanwhile, the court once

againaskedtheCentretobeready
with arguments and clarify re-
gardingitspreviousstand.

Marital rape
needs to become
an offence,
Delhi HC told

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THENATIONALCommissionfor
ScheduledCastesonMondaydi-
rectedtheMumbaiPolicetofile
case under the The Scheduled
CastesandtheScheduledTribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989, or the SC/ST Act, in the
complaintfiledbyDirectorateof
Revenue Intelligence (DRI) offi-
cer SameerWankhede.
Wankhedehasbeenfighting

allegations made by
Maharashtra minister Nawab
Malik that theofficer forgedhis
caste certificate and other doc-
uments tosecurea jobasan IRS
officer under the SCquota after
clearing the Union Public

Service Commission examina-
tion. Subsequently, the then
Narcotics Control Bureau
Mumbai’sZonalhead,hadcom-
plained to theCommissionand
inNovemberlastyear,arrivedin
Delhi to meet with NCSC
Chairperson Vijay Sampla to
whomhehad submitteddocu-
ments in support of his sched-
uledcaste status.
“...After hearing both sides

(Wankhede and the
Maharashtra government), the
Commission has come to the
decision that within the next
seven days, the case be regis-
teredundertheSC/STAct,which
theMumbaipolicehadnotdone
before...,’’said NCSC member
from Maharashtra Subhash
RamnathPardhi.

PM: Role of women expanding, women
panels need to widen scope of work

UnionministersSmriti Irani,MukhtarAbbasNaqviand
CongressMPRahulGandhi atParliamentHouse.Anil Sharma

SHAJUPHILIP&
KRISHNKAUSHIK
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY31

HOURSAFTERtheCentrebarred
the transmission ofMalayalam
news channelMediaOneTVcit-
ing “security reasons”, a single-
judgebenchofKeralaHighCourt
onMondaydeferredtheministry
orderfortwodays.
Actingonapetitionmovedby

MediaOneTV,JusticeNNagaresh
stayedtheimplementationofthe
government directive until its
nexthearingonWednesdayand
askedAdditionalSolicitorGeneral
SManu to get instructions from
theUnionministryonthematter.
Thecourtalsoissuednoticeto

Planetcast Media Services
Limited,which provides broad-
castingservicestothechannel.
Following the relief from the

High Court, MediaOne TV an-
nouncedthat thechannelwould
soonresumetransmission,which
wassuspendedaroundnoon.
While therewas no official

word from I&BMinistry, sources
intheministrysaidtheorderwas
issuedbecause the channel had
not beengranted security clear-
ancebytheHomeMinistry.
MediaOne, owned by

MadhyamamBroadcastingLtd,is
backedbyJamaat-e-IslamiHind.
The I&B Ministry order on

Monday said, “TheMinistry of
HomeAffairs has denied the se-
curity clearance toMadhyamam
BroadcastingLimitedforrenewal
of permission of uplinking and
downlinkingofnewsandcurrent
affairschannelMediaOne”.
MediaOneTVeditor Pramod

Ramansaidinastatementearlier
in theday, “The I&BMinistryhas
said thebanwasdue to security
reasons, but the channel is yet to
get details. TheGovernmenthas
notmade the details about the
banavailabletoMediaOneTV.We
have started legal action against
the ban. After completing the
process,thechannelwillbeback.
Wearesuspendingthebroadcast-
ing temporarilywith the hope

thatjusticewillprevail.’’
An I&BMinistry official said

thechannel’s “securityclearance
wasdenied”whileitslicencewas
beingconsideredforrenewalasa
private sat channel in ‘news’ cat-
egory.Ministry sources said the
channel hadapplied for renewal
onMay3lastyear,monthsbefore
its licencewas tohaveexpired in
Septemberthatyear.
Asper theexistingpolicy, the

licence is granted for a period of
10years.Theministry’slistofper-
mitted channels shows that
Media One TV channel has had
uplinking anddownlinkingper-
missionssinceSeptember2011.
As per I&BMinistry’s licence

policy,everychannelneedstoget
asecurityclearance,issuedbythe
MinistryofHomeAffairs, togeta
licence tobroadcast in the coun-
try. The security clearance, both
forthecompanyanditsdirectors,
isvalidforaperiodof10years.
Ministrysourcesalsosaidthat

aftertheMHAdeclinedthesecu-
rity clearance, the channelwas
sent a showcause notice on
January1, towhich it responded
on January19 saying that is "un-
awareofthegroundsfordenialof
securityclearance".
This is the second time in re-

centyears thatMediaOneTVhas
beenbarredfromtransmission.In
March2020, theCentrehad im-
poseda48-hourbanonthechan-
nel, alongwithMalayalamnews
channelAsianet,onchargesofvi-
olating provisions of Cable
TelevisionNetworks(Regulation)
Act, 1998while reportingon the
riotsinnortheastDelhi.However,
thebanwasrevokedhourslater.
“The channel's reporting on

Delhiviolenceseemstobebiased
asitisdeliberatelyfocusingonthe
vandalismofCAAsupporters,”the
ministryorderonMediaOnehad
said.“ItalsoquestionsRSSandal-
leges Delhi Police inaction.
Channel seems to be critical to-
wardsDelhiPoliceandRSS.”
OnMonday,thetransmission

ban triggered protests in Kerala
with the ruling CPI(M) and the
OppositionCongressattackingthe
Centreoverthemove.

Centre bars
Kerala channel;
HC stays orderESHAROY

NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THREEYEARS into the launchof
India’sNationalCleanAirProgram
(NCAP)in2019,analysisofpollu-
tiondatashowstherehasbeena
marginal decrease in pollution
levels in targeted cities. It also
showsinsufficientexpenditureof
funds by the states to ensure air
pollutionreduction.
TheNCAPwaslaunchedwith

anaimtoreducepollutionby20-
30%by2024, particularly in132
non-attainmentcities.Theanaly-
sis showspollution– in termsof
PM2.5andPM10levels–hasac-
tuallygoneupinsomecitiessuch
asMumbaioverpastfewyears.
Under the NCAP, Rs 375.44

crorewas provided to 114 cities
from2018-19 to 2020-2021and
Rs290croreallocatedto82cities
for 2021-2022. Theprogramme
has anallocationof Rs 700 crore
envisagedfor2021-2026.
Datapresentedat theNCAP’s

National Apex Committee re-
cently,andanalysedbytheNCAP
Tracker, shows thatmost states
haveunderutilised the funds al-
lotted.OnlyBiharandChandigarh

used76%and81%ofthefundsre-
ceived towards NCAP. Uttar
Pradesh, which has many of
India’smost-pollutedcities,used
16%of theallocatedRs60crore.
With18non-attainmentcities

— the most in a state —
Maharashtrahasusedlessthan8%
of itsRs51crore. Thisdespite the
factthat,accordingtoContinuous
AmbientAirQualityMonitoring
System data, Mumbai, Navi
MumbaiandNashiksawpollution
levelsincreasefrom2019to2021.
The15thFinanceCommission

hadallottedRs4,400croreforthe
NCAPprogramme.
“Weweresteppingupactivity

onNCAP,buttheworkgotstalled
by the third Covidwave. The re-
gionalmeetings,includingmeet-
ings for theDelhi-NCR regionby
the Air Quality Management
Commission, will resume next
month,” said a senior
EnvironmentMinistry official.
“OnethingthattheEnvironment
Ministry is looking at doingnow
is a convergence of all air pollu-
tion-relatedschemesononeplat-

form, including schemes suchas
urban forests,whichwebelieve
will help reduce air pollution in
cities.Wewillalsotakeare-lookat
vehicularpollutionnormsandin-
dustrialpollutionnorms.”
The NCAP Tracker analysis

shows that amongst thenon-at-
tainment cities, Varanasi, while
continuing tobeoneof themost
polluted cities, has recorded the
highestreductioninairpollution.
Its annual PM2.5 levels reduced
52%from91ug/m3in2019to44
ug/m3in2021anditsPM10lev-
elsreduced54%from202ug/m3
in2019to93ug/m3lastyear.
The other cities that have al-

readymet reduction target of at
least 20%were Hoogly inWest
BengalwherePM2.5 andPM10
reducedby42%and40%, respec-
tively, and Talcher in Odisha,
whichsawaPM2.5 reductionof
20%andPM10reductionof53%.
NaviMumbai’s PM2.5 levels

increased from39 ug/m3 to 53
ug/m3andPM10levelsincreased
from96ug/m3to122ug/m3from
2019to2021.Ghaziabadwithan-
nual PM2.5 levels above100 re-
mained at the topof the table in
themost-polluted cities except
2020whenLucknowrankedfirst.
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Targettobringdown
pollutionby2024

TheNCAPwas launched in2019toaddressairpollution in
102cities, towhich30morecitieswereadded later. These
132citiesarecallednon-attainmentcitiesas theydidnot
meet thenational ambientairquality standards for the
2011-15under theNationalAirQualityMonitoring
Program.Thecountry’s currentannual safe limits forPM
2.5andPM10are40micrograms/percubicmetre (ug/m3)
and60micrograms/percubicmetre. TheNCAPhasseta
targetof reducingkeyairpollutantsPM10andPM2.5 (ul-
tra-fineparticulatematter)by20-30%by2024, taking the
pollution levels in2017as thebaseyear.

Tracking NCAP: Marginal dip in pollution
levels, states not spending enough funds

JDU: Nitish,
RCP Singh to
campaign in UP

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PATNA, JANUARY31

BIHAR CHIEF Minister Nitish
Kumar and Union Minister
Ramchandra Prasad Singhwill
campaign for Janata Dal
(United),or JD(U)candidates in
the coming Uttar Pradesh
elections, the party said on
Monday.
The initial list of star cam-

paigners released by the JD(U)
didnot includethetwoleaders.
Its revised list released on
Monday names 15 star cam-
paigners, including Nitish
KumarandRCPSingh.
Earlier, the“omission”ofRCP

Singh had raised questions
about the JD(U)'s inability to
strikeanalliancewithallyBJPin
UP. Singh, the UnionMinister
for Steel, was responsible for
talkswiththeBJPonapotential
pre-poll alliance.
The JD(U) leads a coalition

government in Bihar with the
BJP and is member of the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) in theCentre.
It is fighting the UP election

fromatleast51seats,according
to theparty.
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MEANWHILE

AFGHANS’ PHOTOSSHOWALBANIA’SWELCOME
AfghanevacueesinAlbaniaonMondayopenedanexhibitionontheir impressionsofthetiny
WesternBalkancountry.Theexhibit, ‘AlbaniafrommyEyes’,openedattheTiranaArtGallery
withphotosfromsome20AfghanswhofledtoAlbanialastfall. “Thisexhibitionshowshow
anotherpeopleseethebeautyofAlbania,”saidMadihaTalash,a20-year-oldAfghaninAlbania.

AFRICA

AUsuspends
BurkinaFaso
aftercoup
THEAFRICANUnion (AU)
has suspended Burkina
Faso from all its activities
in response to lastweek's
military coup, effective
until constitutional order
isrestored, theAUsaidon
Monday.BurkinaFasohad
already been suspended
fromtheWestAfrican re-
gionalbloc, theEconomic
Community of West
African States, though
ECOWASstoppedshortof
imposing sanctions after
the January 24 coup that
ousted President Roch
Kabore. An ECOWAS del-
egation along with a
United Nations envoy
were due to visit Burkina
Faso onMonday tomeet
with thecoup leadersbe-
fore deciding on next
steps. REUTERS

Thenewmilitaryruler
ofBurkinaFaso,
LieutenantColonel
Paul-HenriDamiba

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

MYANMAR

UNchief
pressesjunta
foraidaccess
THEUNSecretary-General
hasurgedMyanmar’s rul-
ingmilitary to allowhu-
manitarianaidaccessand
address the “desperate
needs”of itspeople,high-
lightingayearsinceacoup
endedadecadeofdemoc-
racyandplungedthecoun-
try into turmoil. The
February1overthrowofan
electedgovernment trig-
geredmonths of nation-
wideprotestsandabloody
crackdownbythemilitary,
whose use of heavy
weapons and airstrikes
againstarmedresistancein
the countryside has
reignitedoldconflicts and
displaced tens of thou-
sandsofpeople.REUTERS

EUROPE

Shipscollideoff
Dutchcoast;
crewevacuated
RESCUE HELICOPTERS
evacuated all 18 crew
membersfromashipthat
wasleftdriftingrudderless
in awind turbineparkoff
theDutchNorthSeacoast
Monday after it collided
withanothershipandbe-
gan taking onwater dur-
ing a powerful storm,
emergency services said.
Thecollisionhappenedas
StormCorrie lashedparts
of thenorthernEurope. It
came after StormMalik
killed at least four people
over the weekend, de-
stroyinghouses, unleash-
ing flooding and leaving
thousands of households
withoutelectricity. AP

CEDARATTANASIO
ALBUQUERQUE, JANUARY31

FOR TEACHERS at a middle
school in NewMexico’s largest
city, the first inkling of a wide-
spread techproblemcamedur-
inganearlymorningstaff call.
On the video, there were

shout-outs for a new custodian
for his hardwork, and the typi-
cal announcements from ad-
ministrators and the union rep.
But in thechat, therewerehints
ofaloomingcrisis.Nobodycould
open attendance records, and
everyonewaslockedoutofclass
rostersandgrades.
Albuquerque administrators

later confirmed the outage that
blocked access to the district’s
student database—which also
includesemergencycontactsand
lists of which adults are autho-
risedtopickupwhichchildren—
wasduetoaransomwareattack.
“I didn’t realise how impor-

tantitwasuntil Icouldn’tuseit,”
said Sarah Hager, a Cleveland
MiddleSchoolart teacher.
Cyberattacksliketheonethat

cancelled classes for twodays in
Albuquerque’sbiggestschooldis-
tricthavebecomeagrowingthreat
toUS schools,with several high-
profileincidentsreportedsincelast
year. And the coronavirus pan-
demichascompounded their ef-
fects:Moremoneyhasbeende-

manded, andmore schoolshave
had to shutdownas theyscram-
bletorecoverdataorevenmanu-
allywipealllaptops.

“Prettymuch anyway that
you cut it, incidents have both
beengrowingmorefrequentand
moresignificant,”saidDougLevin,

director of the K12 Security
InformationExchange,aVirginia-
basednonprofitthathelpsschools
defendagainstcybersecurityrisk.
Precisedataishardtocomeby

since most schools are not re-
quiredtopubliclyreportcyberat-
tacks.Butexpertssaypublicschool
systems—whichoftenhave lim-
itedbudgetsforcybersecurityex-
pertise—havebecomeaninviting
targetforransomwaregangs.
Thepandemicalsohasforced

schools to turn increasingly to-
ward virtual learning, making
themmore dependent on tech-
nology andmore vulnerable to
cyber-extortion. School systems
that have had instruction dis-
ruptedincludethoseinBaltimore

CountyandMiami-DadeCounty,
alongwithdistrictsinNewJersey,
Wisconsinandelsewhere.
Levin’sgrouphastrackedwell

over 1,200 cyber security inci-
dentssince2016atpublicschool
districtsacrossthecountry.They
included 209 ransomware at-
tacks,whenhackerslockdataup
and charge to unlock it; 53 “de-
nialofservice”attacks,whereat-
tackers sabotage or slow a net-
work by faking server requests;
156 “Zoombombing” incidents,
where an unauthorised person
intrudesonavideocall;andmore
than110phishingattacks,where
adeceptivemessagetricksauser
toletahackerintotheirnetwork.
Recent attacks also comeas

schools grapple with multiple
other challenges related to the
pandemic. Teachers get sick,
and there aren’t substitutes to
cover them. Where there are
strict virus testing protocols,
therearen’talwaystestsorpeo-
ple to give them.
In New York City, an attack

thismonth on third-party soft-
ware vendor Illuminate
Education didn’t result in can-
celledclasses,butteachersacross
the city couldn’t access grades.
Localmediareportedtheoutage
added to stress for educators al-
ready juggling instructionwith
enforcingCovid-19protocolsand
covering for colleagues who
weresickor inquarantine. AP

‘INCIDENTS HAVE BOTH BEEN GROWING MORE FREQUENT AND MORE SIGNIFICANT’

Cyberattacks increasingly hobble pandemic-weary US schools

AtClevelandMiddleSchool inAlbuquerque,NewMexico.AP

RICKGLADSTONE&
ANTONTROIANOVSKI
JANUARY31

THEUNITED States and Russia
engaged in a diplomatic brawl
Monday at the UN Security
CouncilovertheUkrainecrisis,as
the Americans accused the
Russiansofendangeringpeaceby
massingtroopsonUkraine’sbor-
ders while Kremlin diplomats
dismissedwhattheycalledfarci-
cal theatricsandfearmongering.
Themeetingofthe15-nation

council,requestedbytheUnited
Stateslastweek,representedthe
highest-profilearenaforthetwo
powers to swayworld opinion
overUkraine.
Thetensionssurroundingthe

former Soviet republic have
broughtUS-Russian relations to
their lowestpoint since theCold
War. Themeeting adjourned, as
expected,withnoactiontaken.
Almostimmediatelyafterthe

meetingofthecouncilconvened,
the Russians lost a procedural
challenge to even holding it.
AmbassadorVasilyNebenzia of
Russia accused theAmericansof
fomenting “unfounded accusa-
tions thatwehave refuted” and
said no Russian troopswere in
Ukraine, questioning the basic
premiseofameetinghedescribed
as“megaphonediplomacy”.
The American ambassador,

LindaThomas-Greenfield,coun-
tered that many private diplo-
matic meetings had been held
about Russia’smilitary buildup
and it was “now time to have a
meeting in public”. She asked
othermembershowtheywould
feel “if you had 100,000 troops
sittingonyourborder”.
“The situationwe are facing

inEurope isurgent anddanger-
ous,”Thomas-Greenfieldsaidin
her opening remarks. “Russia’s
actionsstrikeattheveryheartof
theUNcharter.” NYT

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY31

AUNreportseenbyReuterssays
the Taliban and their allies are
believedtohavekilledscoresof
formerAfghanofficials,security
forcemembersandpeoplewho
workedwith the international
military contingent since the
US-ledpullout.
UNSecretaryGeneralAntonio

Guterres’ report to the UN
SecurityCouncil paints apicture
ofworseninglivingconditionsfor
Afghanistan’s 39million people
despite an end of combatwith
theTaliban’stakeover inAugust.
“An entire complex social

andeconomicsystemisshutting
down,”Guterres said.
The report sounds the latest

in a series of warnings the UN
chief has issued in recent
monthsaboutthehumanitarian
and economic crises that accel-
erated after the Taliban seized
Kabul as the last US-led foreign
troops left and international

donorscutcritical financial aid.
Guterres recommended the

council approve a restructuring
of the UNmission to deal with
the situation, including the cre-
ation of a new human rights
monitoringunit.

TheUNmission“continuesto
receive credible allegations of
killings,enforceddisappearances
andotherviolations”againstfor-
merofficials,securityforcemem-
bersandpeoplewhoworkedfor
theUS-ledinternationalmilitary
contingent despite a general
amnesty announced by the
Taliban, thereportsaid.
Themissionhasdetermined

as credible reports that more
than 100 of those individuals
have been killed —more than
two-thirdsof themallegedlyby
the Taliban or their affiliates —
sinceAugust15, it said.
Therealsoarecredibleallega-

tionsoftheextra-judicialkillings
ofatleast50peoplesuspectedof
belonging to the local branch of
the Islamic Statemilitant group,
accordingtothereport.REUTERS

MUTED CELEBRATIONS FOR LUNAR NEW YEAR
Atamarket inHongKongonMonday.PeopleacrossEastandSoutheastAsiapreparedfor
mutedLunarNewYearcelebrationsamidconcernsoverCovid-19,evenas increasing
vaccinationratesraisedhopes that theYearof theTigermightbring lifebackcloser to
normal.TheLunarNewYear is themost importantannualholiday inChinaandfallson
Tuesday.Eachyear isnamedafteroneof twelvesignsof theChinesezodiac inarepeating
cycle.TheYearof theTiger followstheYearof theOx.AP

JILLLAWLESS
LONDON, JANUARY31

BRITAIN’SPRIMEMinisterBoris
JohnsonapologisedonMonday
after an inquiry found that
Downing Street parties while
Britainwas in lockdown repre-
sented a “serious failure” to ob-
serve the standards expectedof
governmentortoheedthesacri-
ficesmadebymillionsofpeople
during thepandemic.
But Johnsonbrushedoff calls

toquitover the“partygate” scan-
dal, promising to reformtheway
his office is runand insistinghis
governmentcanbetrusted.
“I get it, and I will fix it,” he

said in Parliament after senior
civilservantSueGraypublished
interimfindingsonseveralgath-
erings in2020and2021.
Gray found that “failures of

leadership and judgment” al-
lowed events to occur that
“should not have been allowed
to takeplace”.
“The hardship underwhich

citizens across the country
worked, lived and sadly even
died while observing the gov-

ernment’sregulationsandguid-
ance rigorously are knownonly
toowell,”Graywrote.
“Against thebackdropof the

pandemic, when the govern-
mentwas asking citizens to ac-
ceptfar-reachingrestrictionson
their lives, someof thebehavior

surrounding thesegatherings is
difficult to justify,” sheadded.
Gray’s glimpse inside a 10

DowningSt.markedbyexcessive
alcohol consumption and staff
afraidtospeakoutaboutproblems
areablowtoJohnson.
Police last week launched a

criminal investigation into the
mostseriousallegedbreachesof
coronavirus rules.
Amongtheeventsunderpo-

liceinvestigationareaJune2020
birthday party for Johnson in
DowningStreetandtwogather-
ings held on the eve of Prince
Philip’sfuneral inApril2021—a
funeral at which Queen
Elizabeth IIhad tosit alone. AP

MAHMOUDMOURAD&
ALEXANDERCORNWELL
DUBAI, JANUARY31

THEUNITEDArabEmirates said
onMondayitinterceptedaballis-
ticmissile firedbyYemen's Iran-
alignedHouthimovementasthe
UAEhostedIsraeliPresidentIsaac
HerzogonhisfirstvisittotheGulf
businessandtourismhub.
Inthethirdsuchattackonthe

US-allied Gulf state in the last
twoweeks,theHouthis'military
spokesman said they fired

Zulfiqar missiles at Abu Dhabi
anddronesatDubai.
He reiterated a warning to

residentsandfirmsto“stayaway
from vital headquarters and fa-
cilities”intheUAE,whichprides
itself as a safe business haven
andglobal tourismdestination.
TheUScondemnedtheassault

—which followeda Jan17 strike
ona fueldepot inAbuDhabi that
killedthreepeople—inanescala-
tion of theYemenwar between
theHouthisandaSaudi-ledcoali-
tion,whichincludestheUAE.
The assaults have led to rare

securityjittersamongsomeres-
idents inacountrywhereexpa-
triatesareamajority.
Theattemptedstrikecameas

Israel'sPresidentwasvisitingAbu
Dhabiwherehediscussed secu-
rity and bilateral relationswith
AbuDhabi CrownPrince Sheikh
MohammedbinZayedAlNahyan.
“WhileIsrael’sPresidentisvis-

itingtheUAEtobuildbridgesand
promotestabilityacrosstheregion,
theHouthiscontinuetolaunchat-
tacks that threaten civilians,”US
StateDepartmentspokesmanNed
Pricesaid. REUTERS

RIAZKHAN
PESHAWAR,JANUARY31

PAKISTANI POLICE said they
widened their manhunt
Monday, searching for two
unidentifiedassailantswhoshot
andkilledaChristianpriest and
wounded another the previous
day in thecountry’snorthwest.
FatherWilliamSiraj,75,was

killedwhileonhiswayhomeaf-
ter attending Sunday Mass in

thecityof Peshawar, thecapital
of northwestern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province that
bordersAfghanistan.Oneof his
travelling companions, Father
Naeem Patrick, was wounded
while a third priest was un-
harmed in theattack.
The attackers fled the scene.

No group has so far claimed re-
sponsibility for thekilling.
PoliceofficialJavedKhansaid

an investigationwasunderway,
takingintoaccountallpossibili-

ties. The provincial police chief,
Moazzam Jah Ansari, ordered
policeinvestigatorstoutilisethe
latest technology and all avail-
able resources to ensure the ar-
restof theperpetrators.
Christiansareatinyminority

in this predominantly Sunni
Muslim country, where about
half aremembersof theChurch
of Pakistan, aProtestantchurch.
Militants in Pakistan have tar-
getedChristiansseveraltimesin
recentyears. AP

MUBASHERBUKHARI
LAHORE, JANUARY31

APAKISTANIcourtonMondayac-
quittedthecountry’sbiggestme-
diamogul of corruption charges
overlandacquisitionsdatingback
three decades, a case that rights
groupssaidwasbroughtinanef-
forttocurbpressfreedom.
After an almost two-year

trial, the court in the eastern
city of Lahore ordered the re-
leaseofMir Shakil-ur-Rehman
for lack of evidence, his lawyer
Amjad Pervaiz said.
“Thereisnosupportivemate-

rialwiththeprosecutiontoprove
involvementoftheaccused,”the
courtsaidinitsruling.
Arrested inMarch 2020 on

chargesof securing illegalprop-
ertyconcessionsfromaprevious
government in 1986, Rehman
was granted bail later in
November thatyear.
Rehman is the owner and

editor-in-chief of Jang media
group, which publishes Urdu-
and English-language newspa-
pers and also runs the popular
GeoNewsTV.
NewYork-basedCommunity

to Protect Journalists (CPJ) and
otherrightsgroupssaidthepros-
ecutionofRehmanamountedto
anattackonpress freedom.
“It isthepriceyoupayfortak-

ingan independent stance,”Geo
TVDirectorNewsRanaJawadsaid.
He saidRehmanwas targeted to
silencehisgroup’scritical report-
ingofthegovernment.REUTERS

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
TORONTO, JANUARY31

CANADIAN PRIME Minister
Justin Trudeau said onMonday
thathetestedpositiveforCovid-
19, but is “feeling fine” andwill
continueworking remotely.
The announcement came in

atweetinwhichheurgedevery-
oneto“pleasegetvaccinatedand

getboosted”.
Trudeau had

saidonThursday
he was going
into isolationaf-
ter finding out
he was in con-
tact with some-
one who had

testedpositiveearlier.
Theannouncementfollowed

aweekendofprotestsinCanada’s
capital, Ottawa, against vaccine
mandates. Somedemonstrators
travelled in truck convoys and
parked on the streets around
ParliamentHill. Amedia report
claimedthatTrudeauwasmoved
toanundisclosedsecurelocation.

Russian, US diplomats
spar at UNSC amid
standoff over Ukraine

Russianinfantryvehiclesduringdrills lastweekintheRostov
regionofRussia.Reuters

US, allies prepare to
sanction Russian elites in
event of Ukraine invasion
STEVEHOLLAND
WASHINGTON, JANUARY31

THEUNITEDStatesanditsallies
have prepared a list of Russian
elites in or near Russian
PresidentVladimirPutin’s inner
circletohitwitheconomicsanc-
tions should Russia invade
Ukraine,asenioradministration
official saidonMonday.
“The individuals we have

identifiedareinorneartheinner
circles of theKremlin andplay a
roleingovernmentdecisionmak-
ingorareataminimumcomplicit
intheKremlin’sdestabilisingbe-
havior,”theofficialsaid,speaking
onconditionofanonymity.
TheUnited States has devel-

opedspecificsanctionspackages
forbothRussianeliteswhomeet
thecriteriaandtheirfamilymem-
bers, and these efforts are being
pursued incoordinationwithUS
alliesandpartners,theofficialsaid.
TargetingRussianoligarchsis

only one part of a plan by the

UnitedStatesanditsalliestopun-
ishPutinshouldhelaunchanin-
vasion of Ukraine aftermassing
tens of thousands of troops on
theUkraineborder.Russiadenies
that itplansto invadeUkraine.
President Joe Biden has not

ruled out putting sanctions on
Putinhimself.
US officials have already de-

tailed other penalties that in-
clude sanctions on Russian fi-
nancial institutions and export
controlmeasures that could at-
tempttochokeoffbroadswaths
of industrialandconsumertech-
nologies toRussia.
The official would not pro-

vide names of Russian figures
whocouldbesanctioned.
“Thereisabroadlistofindivid-

ualswecanpullfrom,”theofficial
said,notingthatsomewillbefrom
aclassifiedlistofRussianpolitical
figures andoligarchsoutlined in
Section 241 of the “Countering
America’s Adversaries Through
SanctionsAct” in a report sent to
theUSCongressin2018.REUTERS

Kabul:Afghanistan’spublicuni-
versities, closed since the
TalibanseizedpowerinAugust,
will reopen in February, the
Talibanactinghighereducation
minister saidonSunday,with-
out specifyingwhether female
studentswould be able to re-
turn. Universities inwarmer

provinces will reopen from
February 2, while those in
colder areaswould reopenon
February 26, the minister,
ShaikhAbdulBaqiHaqqani,told
anewsconferenceinKabul.He
didnotsaywhatarrangements
ifanywouldbemadeforfemale
students. REUTERS

UN report: Taliban have killed scores
of former Afghan officials, others

Afghanistan’s public universities to
reopen, no word on female students

Justin Trudeau
tests positive
for Covid-19

UAE blocks missile strike as Israeli President visits

IsraeliPresidentIsaacHerzog
andUAEForeignMinister
SheikhAbdullahbinZayedAl
NahyaninAbuDhabi.Reuters

Pakistani police widen manhunt
day after killing of Christian priest

Pakistani media
mogul acquitted
of graft charges

More to come fromprobe report

THEPARToftheprobe
reportbyseniorcivilser-
vantSueGraythatwas
madepublicincludeher
conclusionsonjustfour
ofthe16incidentssheinvesti-
gated.Theother12incidents
includethosethathavebeen

thesubjectofmoreseri-
ousallegationsregard-
ingbreachesofCovid
rules.Gray’sfindingsre-
gardingtheseincidents

havenotbeenreleasedatthe
requestofpolice,whoarealso
investigatingtheseallegations.

UKPMBoris Johnson

UK’s Johnson says sorry after
report slams lockdown parties

Justin
Trudeau

New Delhi
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THE KERALA government proposes to
amendtheKeralaLokAyuktaActwithanor-
dinance, amove that has drawn criticism
fromtheopposition.

Whatchangehasbeenproposed?
The cabinet has recommended to the

Governorthathepromulgatetheordinance,
which proposes to give the government
powersto“eitheracceptorrejecttheverdict
oftheLokayukta,aftergivinganopportunity
ofbeingheard”. Currently,underSection14
of theAct,apublicservant isrequiredtova-
cateoffice ifdirectedbytheLokayukta.
Thestatedreasonforthisisthatthestate’s

Advocate General K Gopalakrishna Kurup
has given his opinion green-lighting the
amendment. However, themove iswidely
seen as a fallout of the SupremeCourt’s re-
fusal in October last year to stay the
LokayuktadecisionholdingCPI(M)leaderK

T Jaleel guilty of nepotism. Jaleel,whowas
Higher EducationMinister during Pinarayi
Vijayan’s first termasChiefMinister, had to
resign after the Lokayukta decision. The
Lokayukta is also currently investigating
cases-oneagainstVijayanhimselfandHigher
EducationMinisterRBindu.

HowwastheLokayuktaActoriginally
envisaged?
The central Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act,

2013wasnotifiedonJanuary1,2014.Thelaw
wasa result of demandsof several decades
forstrongeranti-corruptionlaws.
TheActprovidesforestablishingaLokpal

headedbyaChairperson,whoisorhasbeen
a Chief Justice of India, or is or has been a
judgeof the SupremeCourt, or an eminent
personwhofulfilseligibilitycriteriaasspec-
ified. Of its othermembers, not exceeding
eight, 50% are to be judicialmembers, pro-
vided that not less than 50% belong to the
SCs,STs,OBCs,minorities,orarewomen.The
LokpalandLokayuktaaretodealwithcom-
plaints against public servants, a definition
that includes the Lokpal chairperson and

members. The Lokpal was appointed in
March2019anditstartedfunctioningsince
March2020whenitsruleswereframed.The
Lokpal is at present headed by former
SupremeCourtJusticePinakiChandraGhose.
Asperstatisticsonitsofficialwebsite,the

Lokpal received 1,427 complaints in 2019-
20,110 in2020-21, and30 in2021-22up to
July2021.Duetoadelayinframingrules,one
of the judicialmembers, Justice (Retd)Dilip
BBhosale,hasresigned.

Howdoesitworkinthestates?
Lokayuktas are the state equivalents of

the central Lokpal. Section63of the Lokpal
andLokayuktasAct,2013states:“Everystate
shall establish a body to be known as the
LokayuktafortheState,ifnotsoestablished,
constitutedorappointed,bya lawmadeby
theStateLegislature,todealwithcomplaints
relatingtocorruptionagainstcertainpublic
functionaries, within a period of one year
fromthedateofcommencementofthisAct.”
Originally,thecentrallegislationwasen-

visaged tomake a Lokayukta in each state
mandatory.However,regionalpartiesandthe

BJP,whichwasinoppositionthen,arguedthat
thiswouldbeagainstthespiritoffederalism.
Thelawthencreatedamereframework,leav-
ingittothestatestodecidethespecifics.

WhichstateshaveLokayuktas?
When the 2013 Act was passed,

Lokayuktas were already functioning in
somestates—includinginMadhyaPradesh
andKarnatakawheretheywereveryactive.
Following the Act and the intervention of
the Supreme Court, most states have now
setupaLokayukta.
In 2018, the Supreme Court had ex-

pressed concern that Jammu&Kashmir,
Manipur,Meghalaya,Mizoram, Nagaland,
Puducherry,TamilNadu,Telangana,Tripura,
WestBengalandArunachalPradeshhadnot
appointedanyLokayuktaorUp-Lokayukta.
Itaskedthechiefsecretariesaboutthesteps
taken for these appointment, and “if so the
stagethereof…Thereasonsfornon-appoint-
mentofLokayukta/Up-Lokayukta…bealso
laidbeforethecourt.”
However, given that states have auton-

omytoframetheirownlaws,theLokayukta’s

powers vary from state to state on various
aspects,suchastenure,andneedofsanction
to prosecute officials. Examples of the laws
insomestates:
NAGALAND: On 3 August 2021,

Nagaland passed a law allowing itself the
powertokeepthepostofthestateLokayukta
vacant for a year. Itwas also criticised for a
political appointment: Up-Lokayukta
Mangyang Lima is amember of the ruling
NationalDemocraticProgressiveParty.
Thenewlawcameontheheelsofthere-

tirement of Lokayukta Justice (retd) Uma
NathSingh. JusticeSinghwasworkingfrom
Delhi citing restrictionson travellingdue to
thepandemic.ThestatemovedtheSupreme
Court,whichobserved in January last year:
“Wedon’t understand this. Howcan aper-
sonbeaLokayuktawhilesittinginDelhijust
becausethisispandemictimes…Youarede-
meaningyouroffice.” Subsequently, Justice
Singhresigned.
GOA:Goa’s Lokayukta does not have

powersofprosecution.Onhisretirementin
June 2020, Justice (Retd) Prafulla Kumar
Misrasaidhehad leftoffice“disenchanted”

withthestategovernmentthathadnotacted
onevenoneofthe21reportsthathesubmit-
ted against public functionaries during his
nearlyfour-and-a-half-yeartenure.
BIHAR: InMarch lastyear,Biharpassed

alawthatsoughttopunishpeoplefilingfalse
cases before the Lokayukta. The offence
wouldcarrya jail-termofupto threeyears.
Themovewascriticisedonthegroundthat
itcouldbemisusedagainstwhistle-blowers.
UTTAR PRADESH: In 2012, Uttar

Pradeshpassedalawincreasingthetenureof
Lokayuktato8years.ThenLokayuktaJustice
(retd)NKMehrotra,whowasappointedon
March 16, 2006, got a two-year extension
with the amendment. The SupremeCourt
upheldthelawin2014.
In 2015, the state brought another

amendmentremovingtheHighCourtChief
Justice from the selection committee. This
cameinthewakeofJusticeDYChandrachud,
thenChief Justice of theAllahabadHC, dis-
agreeingwiththeproposaltoappointJustice
(retd)RavindraSinghasLokayukta,citinghis
proximity to the Samajwadi Party thatwas
inpowerthen.

@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained
If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that youwould like
explained, pleasewrite to explained@indianexpress.com

What the Survey says
EconomicSurvey2021-22focusesonthepost-pandemicrecovery,notingtheavailabilityof fiscalspacefor
thegovernment,andanalysesarangeofaspectsincludinginflation,energypricesandglobaluncertainties.

PRANAVMUKUL&SUNNYVERMA
NEWDELHI,JANUARY31

PUTTINGTHEspotlightonthewayforwardaf-
ter the pandemic, the Economic Survey of
2021-22hasanalysedaspectssuchasinflation,
global liquiditymeasures, and rising energy
prices todetail the risks for the economygo-
ing ahead. It has also taken stockof growing
revenues to indicate the availability of fiscal
space,shouldthegovernmentseetheneedto
provideadditionalsupport.
TheSurveyhasnotedthatgrowthin2022-

23will be supportedbywidespreadvaccine
coverage,gainsfromsupply-sidereformsand
easingof regulations, robust export growth,
andtheavailabilityof fiscal space to rampup
capitalspending.

Fiscal space
The Survey notes that buoyant tax rev-

enues andgovernmentpolicieshave created
“headroomfortakingupadditionalfiscalpol-
icy interventions”. Stressing theneed to con-
tinue the focuson capital expenditure, it has
indicatedthatthegovernmentisoncourseto
achievethe fiscaldeficit targetof 6.8%ofGDP
for the current year. Revenue receipts of the
Centre during April-November 2021 have
goneupby67.2%(YoY)asagainstanestimated
growth of 9.6% in the 2021-22 Budget
Estimates. Theestimated taxcollectionspro-
videthecushiontosupportgrowthnextyear.
The Survey also argues that the banking

sector iswellplacedtosupport theeconomy,
asitisnow“wellcapitalisedandtheoverhang
ofNon-PerformingAssetsseemstohavestruc-
turallydeclined”.

Vaccineeconomics
TheSurveysaystheprogressofvaccination

shouldbeseennotjustasahealthresponsein-
dicator, but also as abuffer against economic
disruptions caused by repeated pandemic
waves.Thisisbasedinpartontheassumption
that private consumption “is poised to see
strongerrecoverywithrapidcoverageinvac-
cinationandfasternormalisationofeconomic
activity”,andtheimportanceofvaccinationin
there-openingofcontact-intensivesectors.

Inflationpressures
TheSurveyflagsinflationasanissue.Ithas

notedinparticularthatwhileIndia’sCPIinfla-
tion—5.2%in2021-22(April-December)—is
withinthetargetedtoleranceband,WPIinfla-
tionhasbeenrunningindoubledigits.This is
partlyduetobaseeffects;however,“Indiadoes
need tobewaryof imported inflation, espe-
ciallyfromelevatedglobalenergyprices”.
Elevated inflationarypressures couldpo-

tentially leadtounwindingof liquiditymeas-
uresbysystemicallyimportantcentralbanks,
includingtheUSFederalReserve.

Globaluncertainty
Whilethesizeableaccretionofforeignex-

change reserves — $633.6 billion as of
December31, 2021—makes India’s external
sectorresilientforthewithdrawalof liquidity
measures,theSurveypointsoutthattheover-
all balanceof risks for global trade is tilted to
thedownside.
Thebiggestdownsideriskcomesfromthe

pandemic, it says, alongwith longerport de-
lays, higher freight rates, and the shortageof
shippingcontainersandinputssuchassemi-
conductors. Supply-sidedisruptions, exacer-
batedbyrecoveryindemand,posesignificant
risksforglobaltrade.

Energy risks
The report calls for a “diversifiedmix of

sources of energyofwhich fossil fuels are an
importantpart”, but simultaneously calls for
focusonbuildingstorageforintermittentelec-
tricity generation from solar PV andwind
farmstoensureon-demandenergysupply.
Itasksthegovernmenttofocusonthepace

oftheshiftfromconventionalfossilfuel-based
sources; andencourageR&Dtoensureanef-
fortlessswitchtorenewablesourcesofenergy.

Supply side reforms
TheSurveysaysthepost-Covideconomy

willnotmerelybea“re-inflation”of thepre-

Covideconomyand,therefore,simplybuild-
ing it backwith demandmeasures “is not a
solution”.Itcallsforemphasisondeveloping
asupply-sidestrategy todealwith the long-
term unpredictability of the post-Covid
world, emanatingmainly from factors such
as changes in consumer behaviour, techno-
logical developments, geopolitics, climate
change, and their potentially unpredictable
interactions.

Industrial growth
Theindustrialsector,whichsuffereddue

topandemicdisruptions, is likely torecorda
growthof 11.8% in2021-22, theSurveysays.
Although performance slowed during the
year, the gradual unlocking of the economy
andmeasuressuchasthePLIschemeforvar-
ioussectors,alongwithpolicyinitiativessuch
astheemergencycreditlineguaranteetomi-
cro,small,andmediumenterpriseswillhelp
aidthepaceof recovery, theSurveynoted.
“The pace of this recovery and further

growthislikelytocontinueduetoconsistent
effortsof thegovernmenttobringinvarious
structural,fiscalandinfrastructuralreformsin
additiontoaslewofmeasures/schemes like
theproductionlinkedincentivescheme(PLI)
tosupport industries,” it said.

Public spending
After a slowdown in the first half of the

ongoingfinancialyear,capitalexpenditureby
theCentrerevivedduringOctober-December,
the Survey notes. The first-half slowdown
wasmainly on account of Covid-19-led re-
strictions.DuringApril-November2021,cap-
italexpendituregrewby13.5%(YoY),withfo-
cus in infrastructure-intensive sectors like
roads and highways, railways, and housing
and urban affairs. This increase, the Survey
says, was particularly substantial given the
highYoYgrowth in capital expenditure reg-
istered during the corresponding period of
thepreviousyearaswell.

Way forward
Basis themacro-economic stability indi-

cators, the Survey believes that the Indian
economyis“wellplaced”totakeonthechal-
lenges of 2022-23. The government's strat-
egyhasbeentonotpre-committoa“rigidre-
sponse”whileusingsafetynetsforvulnerable
sections,andrespondingiterativelybasedon
Bayesian-updatingof information.
The Surveyproposes use of theAgile ap-

proach to policymakingwith 80 high-fre-
quency indicators in anenvironmentof “ex-
treme uncertainty”. The approach, used in
projectmanagement and technologydevel-
opment, assessesoutcomesinshortiterations
whileconstantlymakingincrementaladjust-
ments. The suggestion is based on the avail-
abilityof a “wealthof real-timedata” to take
feedback-baseddecisions, theSurveysays.

SIMPLYPUTTRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

DASHBOARD,ASONJAN30

SURGE IN THE STATES

TOTAL TESTS 72,89,97,813

INDIA TOTAL DOSES 166,03,96,227
(Adults 1st dose:89,41,54,295; adults seconddose:70,83,84,203;
15-18agegroup first dose:4,59,99,539; precautionary doses:1,18,58,190)

■Firstdose ■Seconddose JANUARY 30: 33,35,535

Newcases
2,09,918

Active cases
1,831,268

Deaths
959

Weekly CFR:0.31% | Overall CFR: 1.32% | Total deaths:4,95,050

TESTSONJAN30 WEEKLYPOSITIVITY OVERALLPOSITIVITY
16,07,115 14.66% 5.67%

700
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

State ON JANUARY27 Weekly
Newcases Activecases Deaths positivity

Kerala 51,570 3,55,314 475 51.60%
Karnataka 28,264 2,51,114 68 22.43%
Maharashtra 22,444 2,27,71 62 17.54%
TamilNadu 22,238 2,03,926 38 18.81%
AndhraPradesh 10,310 1,16,031 12 30.11%
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Kerala’s proposal to limit Lokayukta’s powers, and laws in other states
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NEWDELHI,JANUARY31

A UNANIMOUS decision by the McMinn
County school board in Tennessee to pull
JewishAmericancartoonistArtSpiegelman’s
graphicnovelMaus fromitssyllabushasseen
auniqueprotest—onJanuary28,thePulitzer
Prize-winning book climbed to the top of
Amazon’s bestsellers list in fiction satire and
comics andgraphic novel. OnSunday, for all
books,TheCompleteMausheldnumberthree
spotandthe firstvolume,Maus I:ASurvivor's
Tale:MyFatherBleedsHistory,numbertwo.

Whytheban
On January10, at ameetingof the school

board,members found objectionable some
depictionsinthebookbasedontheHolocaust
experienceoftheauthor’sJewishPoleparents.
Theboardcitedeightswearwords
and anude illustration. Themove
metwithprotestslocallyandworld-
wide. The board upheld the deci-
sion, stating that itwas not a ban,
butareplacementwithamoresuit-
abletextfortheintendedagegroup.

Holocaustmemories
Serialisedfrom1980-91inRaw,

an experimentalmagazine brought out by
Spiegelman and hiswife FrançoiseMouly,
Maus is based on a series of interviews
Spiegelman took of his father Vladek, and
bringsalivethehorrorsof theHolocaust.

Thebookalternatesbetweentwotimelines
—1930-45whenVladekandhiswifesurvived
Auschwitz, and 1978-79, in Spiegelman’s

youth, before jumping to1986 in the
secondinstalment.
In a twist to theNazi propaganda

that characterised Jews as vermin,
Spiegelman’s hand-drawn illustra-
tionsdepictpeoplewithanimalchar-
acteristics—theGermansareshown
ascats,thePolesaspigs,whileJews,in
general,aredepictedasmice.
Spiegelman’s audacious experi-

mentelevatedamassmediumlikecomicsto
seriousliterature.Thebookhasbeentranslated
into over 30 languages and won several
awards, and is theonlygraphicnovel tohave
wonthePulitzerPrizetilldate.

Theprotests
Theprotestsareareactiontoaright-wing

pushforculturalconservatisminAmericaand
acrosstheworld,thatisincreasinglyresulting
inacensorshipof academicand literary free-
doms and free speech. AuthorNeil Gaiman
tweeted,“There'sonlyonekindofpeoplewho
would vote to banMaus,whatever they are
calling themselves thesedays”. PoetMaggie
Smith tweeted, “We’ve lost ourdamnminds
ifwethinkthattokeepkidssafeinschool,we
needtobanbooks,notassaultweapons”.
In an interview to CNN, Spiegelman, 73,

said of the school boarddecision: “It has the
breadthofautocracyandfascismaboutit.”

LONGERVERSIONON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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THEECONOMICSURVEYassesses the
healthandstatusof theeconomy,and
sets thestage for theUnionBudget. In
hisprefacetothisyear'sSurvey,
PrincipalEconomicAdviserSanjeev
Sanyalhassaidthedocument
presents theeconomicreportcardof
thegovernment,andsuggestionson
possiblereforms.

FIRSTPUBLISHEDin1950-51,the
Surveywasinitiallyfewerthan50
pageslong,andwaspartofBudget
documents. Itcontainedabriefoutline
ofeconomicdevelopmentsof the
previousyear.TheSurveyof1957-58
hadjust38pages,andwasprimarily
descriptivewithnotmuchanalysisand
policyprescriptions,Sanyalhassaid.

ANANALYTICALCHAPTERonthe
country'smedium-termchallenges

andmacro-economicprospectswas
addedin2008-09, followingthe
global financial crisisof 2007-08. In
2013-14, thestatisticalappendixwas
publishedasaseparatevolume. In
2014-15Surveywas intwovolumes:
Vol1addressedtopicalpolicy
concerns;Vol2wasthetraditional
Surveyalongwiththestatistical
appendix.

THE2020-21SURVEY“consistedof
335pages inVolume1,368pages in
Volume2andastatisticalappendixof
174pages—atotalof877pages!”
Sanyalhaswritten. Itallowedspacefor
newideasandthemes,butwasalso
“unwieldy”,hesaid.Thisyear’sSurvey
hasbeentrimmeddownto413pages.

PRANAVMUKUL&
AANCHALMAGAZINE

‘Maus’ and the novel protest against a school ban

New Delhi



ÀFa¨FFÕX³FFÕX¹F, AF¹Fb½FZÊQ ¹Fû¦F E½Fa ´FiFIÈYd°FIY d¨FdIY°ÀFF, ¹Fc³FF³Fe
dÀFð E½Fa WXû¸¹Fû´F`±Fe, (AF¹Fb¿F) LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX

OXe.IZY.EÀF. ´FdSXÀFSX, SXF¹F´FbSX 492001
RYû³F ³Fa. (0771) 2221640, R`Y¢ÀF-2221641 BÊ¸FZÕX-cgayush@gmail.com
IiY¸FFaIY/1/À±FF./SXFªF./¸FWXF./´Fi½FZ¾F/2021-22/289 SXF¹F´FbSX, dQ³FFaIY 29 ªF³F½FSXeXX 2022

¾F`ÃFd¯FIY ÀFÂF 2021-22 IZY dÕXE ¾FFÀFIYe¹F E½Fa d³FªFe ÃFZÂF IZY AF¹Fb¿F
¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹FûÔ ¸FZÔ ÀFa¨FFdÕX°F BAMS/BUMS/BHMS/BNYS ´FFNëIiY¸F ¸FZÔ SXFª¹F
IYûMZX IYe ÀFeMXûÔ ´FSX ´Fi½FZ¾F IZY B¨LbXIY, SXFáÑXe¹F ´FFÂF°FF ÀFWX ´Fi½FZ¾F ´FSXeÃFF NEET (UG)

2021 IYe ´FiF½Fe¯¹F°FF ÀFc¨Fe IZY ´FFÂF E½Fa kkLXØFeÀF¦FPÞX AF¹Fb¿F À³FF°FIY ´FFNëIiY¸F ´Fi½FZ¾F
d³F¹F¸F, 2019llIYe IaYdOXIYF 3 IZY A³FbÀFFSX ´Fi½FZ¾F WZX°Fb ´FFÂF°FF SXJ³FZ ½FFÕZX LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX
SXFª¹F IZY À±FFd³F¹F d³F½FFÀFe E½Fa ¦F`SX À±FF³Fe¹F d³F½FFÀFe dQ³FFaIY 30.01.2022 ÀFZ
08.02.2022 °FIY d³F¸³FF³FbÀFFSX cghealth portal ¸FZÔ AF¹Fb¿F IZY ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX E½Fa
AF¹Fb½FZÊdQIY IYFGÕZXªF IZY ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMÐXÀF ´FSX AF³FÕXFBÊ³F SXdªFÀMÑZ¾F³F IYSX ÀFIY°FZ W`X:-
1. www.cghealth.nic.in/ehealth/dishm/councellinginfo.html
2. www.gacraipurcg.in
3. www.gac.bilaspur.gov.in

SXdªFÀMÑZX¾F³F RYFG¸FÊ ¸FZÔ ÂFbdMX ÀFb²FFSX dQ³FFaIY 08.02.2022 IYû ¸F²¹F SXFdÂF 11:59 ¶FªFZ
°FIY dIY¹FF ªFF ÀFIY°FF W`XÜ d½FÀ°FÈ°F ªFF³FIYFSXe CX´FSXûöY ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX ´FSX QZJe ªFF ÀFIY°Fe W`XÜ
´Fi½FZ¾F E½Fa IYFCaXdÀFdÕaX¦F ÀFZ ÀFa¶Fad²F°F A³¹F d³FQZÊ¾F/ÀFc¨F³FF IYe AôF°F³F ªFF³FIYFSXe WZX°Fb
d³F¹Fd¸F°F ÷Y´F ÀFZ CXöY ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX IYF A½FÕXûIY³F IYSX°FZ SXWZÔÜ
³FûMX:- ÀF·Fe ¾FFÀFIYe¹F E½Fa d³FªFe AF¹Fb¿F ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹FûÔ IZY AF¹Fb¿F À³FF°FIY
´FFNëIiY¸FûÔ IYe ÀF·Fe ÀFeMXûÔ IYF AF¶FaMX³F ÀFa¨FFÕX³FFÕX¹F AF¹Fb¿F, SXF¹F´FbSX õFSXF ¦FdNX°F
ÀFd¸Fd°F õFSXF dIY¹FF ªFF½FZ¦FFÜ A°F: dIYÀFe ½¹FdöY/ÀFaÀ±FF/EªFZÔÀFe IZY ´FiÕXû·F³F ¸FZÔ ³F RaYÀFZÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
ÀFa¹FböY ÀFa¨FFÕXIY

AF¹Fb½FZÊQ, ¹Fû¦F E½Fa ´FiFIÈYd°FIY d¨FdIY°ÀFF, ¹Fc³FF³Fe,
67306 dÀFð E½Fa WXû¸¹Fû´F`±Fe (AF¹Fb¿F) LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX

¾F`ÃFd¯FIY ÀFÂF 2021-22 ¸FZÔ SXFª¹F IYûMZX IZY AF¹Fb¿F À³FF°FIY ´FFNëIiY¸F ¸FZÔ ´Fi½FZ¾F
WZX°Fb AFG³FÕXFBÊ³F SXdªFÀMÑZX¾F³F ÀFc¨F³FF

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF
ÕXûIY À½FFÀ±¹F ¹FFadÂFIYe J¯OX, Q³°FZ½FFOXÞF

(RYû³F/RYG¢ÀF ³Fa. 07856-252362, BÊ-¸FZÕX- eedan-phe-cg@nic.in)

EIYeIÈY°F ´FaªFe¹F³F ½¹F½FÀ±FF ´Fi¯FFÕXe Aa°F¦FÊ°F ÀFÃF¸F ßFZ¯Fe ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈY°F NZXIZYQFSXûÔ ÀFZ
´Fi´FÂF kkEll ´Fid°F¾F°F QSX ´FSX d³F¸³FdÕXdJ°F IYF¹FÊ WZX°Fb (Online) d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F IYe
¦F¹Fe ±FeÜ dªFÀF¸FZÔ dIYÀFe ·Fe NZXIZYQFSX õFSXF ·FF¦F ³FWXe ÕZX³FZ IZY IYFSX¯F °F±FF EIYÕX
d³Fd½FQFIYFSX WXû³FZ IZY IYFSX¯F CXöY d³Fd½FQF IYe d°Fd±F AF¦FZ ¶FPXÞFBÊ ªFF°Fe W`XÜ

IYF¹FÊ IYF ³FF¸F:- ªFÕX ªFe½F³F d¸F¾F³F IZY Aa°F¦FÊ°F dÀFa¦FÕX d½FÕZXªF IYF IYF¹FÊÜ

d³Fd½FQF IiY¸FFaIY ¾Fbdð´FÂF dÀFÀMX¸F MZX¯OXSX ¦FiF¸F/ A³Fb¸FFd³F°F dSX¸FFIÊY
IiY¸FFaIY IiY¸FFaIY d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ÕXF¦F°F

(ÕXFJ ¸FZÔ)
116/11.01.2022 01 90539 ¦Fb¸FÕX³FFSX/¦FeQ¸F 80.92
117/11.01.2022 01 90540 ¸FOXÀFZ/¦FeQ¸F 122.15
120/11.01.2022 01 90543 ³FZÕX¦FûOÞXFX/¦FeQ¸F 48.36
121/12.01.2022 01 90666 dWXSXûÕXe/¦FeQ¸F 48.72
122/12.01.2022 01 90671 ÀFFÕX³FFSX/¦FeQ¸F 50.44
123/12.01.2022 01 90675 °FFSXÕXF´FFÕXX/¦FeQ¸F 66.92
124/12.01.2022 01 90693 SmXIYF/¦FeQ¸F 51.00
125/12.01.2022 01 90695 ´FZSX´FF/IbYAFIYû¯OXF 48.94

d³Fd½FQF IYe ÀFF¸FF³¹F ¾F°FÊ A³¹F ªFF³FIYFSXe ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX ´FûMÊXÕXX
http://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ´FSX Qd¾FÊ°F W`XÜ
MXe´F:- d³Fd½FQF OXFCX³FÕXûOX IYSX³FZ IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F dQ³FFaIY 07.02.2022 W`XÜ

À½FF/-
IYF¹FẾ FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF

ÕXûIY À½FFÀ±¹F ¹FFadÂFIYe JaOX
67278 Qa°FZ½FFOÞXF

// BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX ¾Fbdð´FÂF //

PR 262801 Minor Irrigation (21-22).D

Executive Engineer,
Minor Irrigation Division,

Bokaro

Note :- Only e-Tenders will be accepted. The tender amount may be
changed at time of publication onwebsite.
Further details can be seen onwebsite http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

MINOR IRRIGAMINOR IRRIGATTIIOONN DDIIVVIISSIIOONN,, BBOOKKAARROO
e-Procurement Notice inviting Short Tender

Re Short Tender Reference No. WRD/MID/BOKARO/F -07/2021-222

Date :- 29-12-2022

1. Name of the work
Restoration of Kalapathar Bada
Bandh M. I. Scheme under Block

Chas.
2. Estimated Cost (Rs.) Rs 14843287.00
3. Time of Completion 335 Days (11 Month)

4. Date of Publication of Tender on
website 07.02.2022 12:30 P.M.

5. Last date/Time for receipt of bids
online 12.02.2022 Up to 5.00 P.M.

6. Last date for receipt of bids Fee,
Security and other documents Upto 14.02.2022 5.00 P.M.

7. Date of Opening of Tender on
website 15.02.2022 01.00 P.M.

8. Name & address of office Inviting
tender

Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation
Division, Bokaro, Camp – II, Qr. No-
D/1, B. S. City, Bokaro, Jharkhand,

Pin no- 827001

9

(a) Contact no of e-Procurement
officer

(b) E-mail of e-Procurement
officer

9431051471
eemidbok-cemr-jhr@nic.in

10 Helpline number of e-
Procurement cell 6207014510 / 0651 – 2491232

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E-tenders are invited from experienced or interested contractors on
behalf of thePresident of India for the undermentionedwork-

E-TENDER NOTICE

Name of work

Cost of work
Earnest money
Time of completion
Online tender closing date
and time

North central railways www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in @CPRONCR

Open Tender Notice No. - DYCE-JHSW-38

Zone No. 3 C Annual Sectional Contract
for repair & maintenance, white washing ,
colour washing, distempering, Painting,
polishing, & varnishing of Rail Spring
Karkhana ,SITHOULI and attached
Railway Colony in the jurisdiction SSE/
Works/MLR under AXEN/Workshop/
Sithouli for the year 2021-22.

Rs. 4068430.00/- (Including GST)
Rs. 81,400
Twelve Months

18.02.2022 at 15:00 Hrs.

112/22 (SP)
Detailed information about tender and tender format is available at
websitewww.ireps.gov.in.

INSTITUTE OF LIFE SCIENCES,
BHUBANESWAR

(An autonomous research Institute of Department of
Biotechnology, Govt. of India)

ADVERTISEMENT FOR SCIENTIST-B
AND C POSITIONS
Advt. No. 01/2022

Institute of Life Sciences (ILS), invites applications
from eligible Indian citizens only for Scientist-B (02
nos., UR - unreserved category) and Scientist-C
(02 nos: 01-OBC and 01-SC category). Details of
the advertisement and application form available at
www.ils.res.in or www.dbtindia.nic.in
The last date of application is 28.02.2022

DIRECTOR

PRESS NIT No. 17 (2021-22)

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1062(2021-22)

Sd/-
(Er. Krishan Kr. Rai)

Ex. Engineer (E&M) III

S.
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost

Earnest Money
(Rs.)

Date of release of tender in
e-procurement solution

Last date/Time receipt of
Tender through e-

procurement solution

1 Deployment of staff for Running, Operation & minor
maintenance of Pump Sets & allied E & M equipments at
20MGD KBL BPS Okhla water works.

Item Rate Rs. 74900/- Tender Id:
2022_DJB_215554_1

Publish Date
28.01.2022 06:00 PM

11.02.2022 up to 03:15 PM

“STOP CORONA: Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (E&M) III

CHANDRAWAL WATER WORKS NO. I CIVIL LINES: DELHI-110054
OFFICE TELEPHONE NO. 011-23812660 E-mail: eechwwi@gmail.com

PRESS NIT NO: 65 EE (T)M-6 (2021-22)

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://delhi.govtprocurement.com

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1061(2021-22)

Sd/- (TRILOK CHAND)
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (T)M-6

S.
NO.

Name of Work Amount Put
to Tender

(Rs.)

Earnest
Money
(Rs.)

Tender fee
Rs.

Last date/time of receipt
of tender through e-

procurement solution

01 Improvement of Sewerage System by P/L 500 mm dia sewer line by
Trenchless technology along road no 41 in Pubjabi Bagh West Under EE
(west)-II AC-26 (Reinvited).
Tender ID:- 2022_DJB_215513_1

78,78,514.00 1,58,000.00 1000.00 10.02.2022 upto 3.00 PM

“STOP CORONA: Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (T)M-6

D-BLOCK MOTI NAGAR, NEW DELHI- 110015

Nehru Memorial Museum and Library
Teen Murti House, New Delhi 110011

An autonomous body under the Ministry of Culture, Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library (NMML) is developing
Pradhan Mantri Sangrahalaya (Museum on Prime
Ministers) in the Teen Murti complex.
NMML invites E bids for the following:
RFP MoPM/RFP/2022/ 003V4 For Setting up and
Operating a Sourvenir shop on Revenue sharing basis.
The last date for submission of e-bid is 14th February,
2022 up to 11 AM.
For more details please visit website
www.tenderwizard.com/ NMML , www.eprocure.gov.in
and www.nehrumemorial.nic.in/e-tenders.html

davp 09142/12/0026/2122
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Internationalmarketdatatill1900IST

GOLD
`47,507

RUPEE
`74.65

OIL
$88.83

SILVER
`60,914

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket,goldper10g, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asof January27

‘NEEDTO INSTITUTIONALISESTANDARDCROSSBORDER INSOLVENCYPROCESS’

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,JANUARY31

THEECONOMICSurvey2021-22,
whichwastabledinParliamenton
Monday, has incorporated the
theme of ‘process reforms’ —
defining it as “simplificationand
smootheningoftheprocessforac-
tivitieswhere the government’s
presenceasafacilitatororregula-
tor is necessary’’. TheSurveyhas
outlinedtheneedforreforms, in-
cludingsimplificationofvoluntary
liquidationprocessforcorporates
foreaseofexitandforinstitution-
alising a standard Cross Border
InsolvencyProcess,alongwiththe
needforreformsinthepatentap-
plicationregime.

Voluntaryliquidation
Liquidationcanbeinvoluntary

asinthecaseofinsolvencyorbank-
ruptcy;orvoluntary,whichcould
be due to personal reasons and
subsidiariesbeingmerged.Acom-
panymaydecide to voluntarily

close itsoperationevenwhen it’s
viable.“Thereisacaseforsimplify-
ing theproblemin theVoluntary
Liquidationprocess, to improve
easeofexitforbusiness.Apartfrom
simplifying the issues in thevari-
ousstepsintheprocesses,thereis
aneed for thecreationof a single
windowfor theentireprocess.A
portal thatcombinesall thesteps
of the liquidation process alto-
gether,startingfromapplicationby
companiestoprocessingbyallde-
partmentswill prove to bevery
useful,” it said. As of September
2021, 1042caseshavebeen filed
undervoluntaryliquidation,outof
which, final reportshavebeenre-
ceived for483cases, andthe final
order of dissolution has been
passed in257cases.Of theongo-
ingcases,nearly32percentofthe
casesarependingover2yearsand
19percentfor1-2years.

Cross-borderinsolvency
Cross border insolvency in-

volvescircumstancesinwhichan
insolventdebtorhasassetsand/or

creditors inmore thanonecoun-
try. The Survey said the current
provisionsunderIBCaread-hocin
natureandare susceptible tode-

lay.Enteringintomutual(recipro-
cal)agreements requires individ-
ual long-drawn-outnegotiations
with each country. This leads to
uncertaintyofoutcomesofclaims
for creditors, debtors and other
stakeholders, the Surveymen-
tioned. Therefore, there is aneed
fora standardised framework for
cross-border insolvency, it said.
InsolvencyandBankruptcyCode,
2016(IBC)providesforthedomes-
tic laws for thehandlingof an in-
solvententerprise.Atpresent,IBC
hasnostandardinstrumenttore-
structurethefirmsinvolvingcross
borderjurisdictions.Citingthere-
port of the Insolvency Law
Committee(October2018),itsaid
theUnitedNationsCommission
onInternationalTradeLaw(UNCI-
TRAL)couldbeadoptedwithcer-
tain modifications to suit the
Indiancontext.

Delaysforgrantingpatents
Highlighting India’s lowex-

penditure on Research and
Development (R&D)activities as

oneofthekeyreasonsforrelatively
lowpatentsinIndiavisavistheUS,
China, theSurveysaid theproce-
duraldelaysandcomplexityofthe
processalso result in lowpatents
inIndia.“Theaveragependencyfor
finaldecisioninacquiringpatents
in India is 42months asof 2020.
Thisismuchhigherthan20.8,20,
15.8 and15months respectively
for the USA, China, Korea and
Japan,” it said. The averagepen-
dencyforfinaldecisioninacquir-
ingpatents has reduced in India
from 64 months in 2017 to 52
months in2019andfurtherto42
monthsin2020.
Mostof India’s startupsare in

the IT/ knowledge-based sector.
Thetimetakenforthefirststepfor
apatent,i.e.publishingtheapplica-
tionbythecontroller, iscurrently
18months in India, compared to
15.4, 14.4, 11.1, 10.2months, re-
spectively, intheUS,China,Korea
and Japan. To reduce the time
taken in theapplicationprocess,
prescribed limits for the first step
maybereducedto14-15months.

ECONOMIC SURVEY 2021-22

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,JANUARY31

THE INDUSTRIAL sector,which
wasmarredbydisruptionsdueto
theCovid-19pandemic,islikelyto
recordgrowthof 11.8per cent in
2021-22,theEconomicSurveyhas
said. Though its performance
sloweddownduringtheyear,itof-
ferssomeprescriptions:agradual
unlocking of the economy and
planssuchastheproductionlinked
incentive(PLI)schemeforvarious
sectors,alongwithotherpolicyini-
tiatives suchasemergencycredit
lineguaranteetomicro,small,and
mediumenterpriseswillhelpaid
thepaceofrecovery.
“Thepaceofthisrecoveryand

furthergrowthislikelytocontinue
duetoconsistenteffortsofthegov-
ernmenttobringinvariousstruc-
tural, fiscalandinfrastructuralre-
forms in addition to a slew of

measures/schemes like thepro-
duction linked incentive scheme
(PLI) to support industries,” the
surveynoted.
“BuoyantFDI(foreigndirectin-

vestment)inflowsamidimprove-
ments in overall business senti-
ments, foretellsapositiveoutlook
fortheindustry,”theSurveynoted.
Manufacturing,whichhadan

averageshareof16.3percentinthe
nominalgrossvalueadditionover
thelastdecadesawitssharefallto
14.4 per cent. It is, however, ex-
pected to recover and reach15.3
percentbytheendofthisfiscal.
For the country to achieve a

grossdomesticproductof$5tril-
lion by 2024-25, about $1.4 tril-
lionwill have tobe spent just on
infrastructure over these years.
ThoughIndiainvested$1.1trillion
between2008and2017,thechal-
lengeisto“stepupinfrastructure
investment substantially,” the
Surveynoted.

Industrial growth
pegged at 11.8%

INTERVIEWWITHPRINCIPALECONOMICADVISER

SANJEEV SANYAL, Principal
EconomicAdviserintheMinistry
of Finance, says if the rest of the
worldishavinginflation,thegov-
ernment need to be obviously
concernedaboutitandwatchthe
space carefully. In an interview
withAANCHALMAGAZINEand
SUNNY VERMA, he said the
Budgetwill offer clarity onhow
additional fiscal space is being
utilisedtosupporteconomy.

TheSurveysaysfiscalspaceis
available.Haveyouidentified
areaswhereitcanbeusedoris
itakindofabufferwhen
uncertaintyhitsus?
Ican’tcommentspecificallybe-

causeyou’llfindoutinafewhours
timewhattheFinanceMinister is
goingtodo.SoIcannotcomment.
ThemostIcandoistosaythatthe
fiscalnumbersavailablebetween
April andNovember,which are
publiclyavailable,clearlyshowthat
revenues revived very, very
strongly. Therefore, the fiscal
deficitsandothernumbersare, in
fact,betterthantheywereevenbe-
fore thepandemic. So, obviously
thatallowsyousomefiscalspace.
Whatexactlywillbedonewith it
is notmyprerogative, that is the
prerogativeoftheFinanceMinister
andshewillbeobviouslyannounc-
ing theBudget tomorrow.Somy
lipsaresealedonthat.

Thedivergencebetweenretail
inflation(ConsumerPrice
IndexorCPI)andwholesale
inflation(WholesalePrice
IndexorWPI)hasbeenshown.
Doyoususpectapossibilityof
thatfeedingintoretail
inflation?Shouldwebevery
worriedandshouldanyaction

berequiredthere?
Letmebevery clear that the

target range for the Monetary
PolicyCommittee is only for CPI
and not forWPI and it remains
within theband.As far asWPI is
concerned,it’sindoubledigits,but
dorememberthatlastyear,itwent
briefly into thenegative territory.
Sosomepartofitisbaseeffect.Not
allof it. Itisalsosomeeffectofthe
spike inoil prices. That’s an issue
thatweneedtothinkabout.There
isimportedinflationgenerallybe-
causetherestof theworld issee-
inginflation.Itwillcomethrough
shortagesof chipsorshortagesof
containers. It canflowthroughin
multipleways.Butthefactisifthe
restoftheworldishavinginflation
we need to be obviously con-
cerned about it andwatch the
spacecarefully.Whatwedoabout
it will always be exactly about
whathappens.If it’scomingfrom
shortagesof chips, etc, there’sno
pointintighteningmonetarypol-
icy, youhave toultimately create
chipmanufacturingcapacity.

TheSurveyhighlightsthat
someoftheservices,especially
trade,hospitality,aremuch

belowthepre-pandemic
levels.Willthosekindsof
sectorsrequiresupport?
What I’ve said there is ab-

solutely no surprise to anyone.
Evenwhenyouhaveapandemic
thatisgoingonovertheyearsthat
thepoor fellowswhoare in con-
tact-intensive sort of interaction,
those services aregoing tobehit
anddoesn’t just happenonce, it
happens repeatedly,wavescom-
ingandsoon.Wewentthrougha
milder version of Omicron. But
still, nevertheless, it still causeda
disruption. The fact that contact-
intensive services like entertain-
mentortourismortravel,thesedo
getimpactedisabsolutelynosur-
prise.Nowwhatdoweneedtodo
aboutit?Well,asIsaid,Ican’ttalk
aboutspecificfiscalthingsforob-
viousreasons.ButIwillsaythatin
themediumterm,thesinglemost
importantthingyouneedtodois
tokeepitopen.Soneverlosetrack
ofthat.Thatisthesinglemostim-
portant thing. You candowhat-
everelseyouwantontheside,ul-
timately, contact base services
havetohavecontactofsomesort.
Soyouneed toget a clear runon
thehealth front, be able to keep
themopen. That is themost im-
portant. Iwould say the biggest
support or policy issue is health
policy.Andthereforevaccination,
whichwehavedoneagoodjobof,
is the key strengthof the Indian
economy.Itisnotunfairtosaywe
are inapositionnowthat should
another wave of some variant
come,disruptiontotheeconomy
willbereasonably,relativelysmall
andwewillbeabletokeepthings
running even in contact-based
servicesperhaps.Full interviewon

www.indianexpress.com

SanjeevSanyal PTI
FY22

TheSurveyoffersa
succinctandacandid
assessmentofthe
economyand
reiteratesconfidence
inIndia’sability...”

TVNARENDRAN
PRESIDENT, CII

Encouraging,need
tobemindful that
someassumptions
... couldturnoutto
bemorecomplex”

SANJIVMEHTA
PRESIDENT, FICCI

Foreaseofdoingbiz, focusseton
‘processreforms’,easingexitnorms

FinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharamanwithnewlyappointedChief EconomicAdviser
VAnanthaNageswaran,FinanceSecretaryTVSomanathan,andRevenue
SecretaryTarunBajaj,ontheeveof FY23Budget, inNewDelhi,onMonday.PTI

VACCINATIONS,REFORMSTOBEGROWTHBOOSTERS
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The Economic Survey has projected that growth in 2022-23 will be supported by vaccine coverage, gains from
supply-side reforms, easing of regulations, and availability of fiscal space to ramp up capital spending, with

inflation concerns being amajor headwind

Source:Various issuesof StatusPaperongovernmentdata;note: Figures for2020-21areprovisional
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‘Seeing imported inflation as
rest of the world is facing it’

Tata Steel arm to
buy Neelachal Ispat
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THEGOVERNMENTonMonday
approvedthehighestbidof Tata
Steel Long Products Ltd, a Tata
Steel subsidiary, for acquiring
93.71 per cent equity in
NeelachalIspatNigamLtd(NINL)
at an enterprise value of Rs
12,100 crore. NINL has an inte-
grated steel plantwith a capac-
ity of 1.1 MT, at Kalinganagar,
Odisha.
TheCentredoesnotholdany

stakeinNINLdirectly,whichhas
accumulated losses and a nega-
tive net worth. NINL is a joint

venture of four CPSEs—MMTC,
NMDC,BHEL,MECON—andtwo
Odisha government-owned
companiesOMCandIPICOL.
Thisissecondlargeprivatisa-

tiondealpost saleof Air India to
TataGroup.Analternativemech-
anism— comprising Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
and Commerce & Industry
MinisterPiyushGoyal—hasap-
proved the bid, the Finance
Ministrysaid.
TataSteelLongProductswas

chosen as the highest bidder,
beating JSWSteel and a consor-
tiumof Jindal Steel & Power Ltd
andNalwaSteelandPowerLtd.

BRIEFLY
TataMotorsQ3
NewDelhi:TataMotors’ Q3
consolidatednet loss eased
to`1,451.05crore,amidchip
shortageonJLR.PTI

Sony,videogame
Bengaluru: Sony Interactive
Entertainmentwill acquire
videogame developer
Bungie in a deal valued at
$3.6 billion, the companies
saidMonday,making this
thethirddeal thismonthin
a fast consolidatinggaming
sector. Bungie hasworked
onanumberpopular gam-
ing titles including “Mar-
athon”, “Myth” and
“Destiny.”REUTERS

NewDelhi:Goods and Services
Tax (GST) collection in January
wasatoverRs1.38 lakhcrore in
January,ariseof15percentover
the year-ago period, amid pick
upineconomicactivityandanti-
evasionmeasures, the Finance
Ministry said onMonday. Total
numberofGSTR-3Breturnsfiled
up to January 30, 2022, is 1.05
crorethatincludes36lakhquar-
terly returns.
Meanwhile,outputofeightin-

frastructuresectorsexpandedby
3.8 per cent in December 2021
againsta0.4percentcontraction
in the year-agomonthonbetter
showby coal, cement and refin-
ery products, as per official data
releasedMonday. ENS,WITHPTI

GST mop-up
tops `1.38L cr

NewDelhi: Indianeconomycon-
tractedby6.6percentin2020-21
as against the earlier estimate of
7.3percentdecline,showingthat
theCovid-19pandemichitecon-
omydidnotperformasbadly as
wasinitiallyworkedout.
As per the provisional esti-

mates released inMay2021, the
GDPhad shrunk by 7.3 per cent
in FY21 on account of the out-
break of Covid and nationwide
lockdown to contain the pan-
demic. The National Statistical
Office (NSO) has also revised
downward the realGDPgrowth
number for FY20 to3.7per cent
asagainst theearlierestimateof
4percent. PTI

FY21 GDP
contraction
revised to 6.6%

Pre-Budget
rally: Markets
jump 1.4%
Mumbai:Volatile stockmarkets
onMonday stageda1.4per cent
rally aheadof theUnionBudget,
as investors cheered thepositive
macro-economic indicatorspro-
jectedintheEconomicSurveyand
strongglobalmarkets.
The benchmark Sensex

vaultedby814pointsandcrossed
the58,000-levelbeforeclosingat
58,014.17,andtheNSENiftyindex
rose238pointsto17,339.85onall-
roundbuyingsupport.
Strongcues fromglobalmar-

kets and favourable takeaways
fromtheEconomicSurveyreport
buoyed the sentiment ahead of
theBudgetwithallmajorsectors
inthegreen,analystssaid. ENS

KARUNJITSINGH&
PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,JANUARY31

INWHAT could signal a policy
push in theBudget 2022-23, the
EconomicSurveyfor2021-22has
flaggedconcernswithbothclean
energy sources and increasing
prices of conventional fuel
sources,callingforadoptionofan
approach having a “diversified
mixofsourcesofenergyofwhich
fossilfuelsareanimportantpart”.
On the policy front, specifi-

cally, it has highlighted three
pointsthatwillbepertinent:

■Thepaceatwhichshiftfrom
conventional fossil-fuel based
sourcesismade.Thispacewillde-
terminetheextentandmixofin-
vestmentinrenewablesourcesof
energy, itsaid.

■ It alsopointedout the im-
portanceofavoidingtheriskofbe-
ing a late comer in the net-zero
emissionplans,giventhatdevel-
opedcountriesarealreadyfront-

runners.Thisispertinentbecause
oftheinelasticsupplyofminerals
andmetalscriticalfordeveloping
clean energy sources, which is
causing the prices to shoot up,
evenmoresointhefuture.

■Lastly,itcalledforencourag-
ingresearchanddevelopmentto
ensureeffortlessswitchtorenew-

able sources of energy. Thismay
also include focusondeveloping
technology that recycles, reuses
andrepurposesminerals, itsaid.
“The recent surge inprices of

naturalgas inEuropeonaccount
ofhigherenergydemandcoupled
withcoldspellsacrosstheregion
andslowerwindstorunwindtur-
bineshas resulted in lower elec-
tricity output. The energy crisis
being experienced by Europe
bringstotheforetheneedforhav-
ingadiversifiedmixofsourcesof
energyofwhichfossilfuelsarean
important part. Simultaneously,
focus should be laid onbuilding
storage for intermittent electric-
ity generation fromsolar PVand
windfarmstoensureon-demand
energysupply,”theSurveynoted.
Notably, the governmenthas

alreadystartedmovingonsetting
up largebatterystoragesystem-
something that has encouraged
multi-milliondollar deals in the
energystoragetechnology.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

‘Diversified mix of energy sources’
may be key amid rising fuel prices

KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI,JANUARY31

DESPITEAprojected9.2percent
growth inGDP in FY22 to above
pre-Covidlevels,India’seconomy
continues to facea slewof struc-
turalchallengesthatexistedprior
to the pandemic and newchal-
lengesbroughtonbyCovid-19.
Inflation is the strongest of

theseheadwinds. TheEconomic
Survey notes that supply chain
disruptions and sloweconomic
growthhavecontributedtoanin-
creaseininflation.Withdrawalof
stimulusindevelopedeconomies
in theupcoming fiscal is likely to
affectcapitalflowsintothenation.

Retailinflationhasmoderated
to 5.2 per cent during theApril-
December period of FY22 from
6.3percentinthepreviousfiscal.
Wholesaleinflation,whichtrans-
latestohigherretailinflationover

time,hasrisensharplyto12.5per
cent inthefiscalsofar—upfrom
0percent lastyearandupsignif-
icantlyevenfromFY19whichwas
unaffectedbyCovid-19 and saw
wholesaleinflationof4.3percent.
A lackof jobs continues tobe

among theprimary concerns for
theIndianeconomy,withunem-
ployment levelsandlabourforce
participation rates remaining
worsethanpre-pandemiclevels.
As per Periodic Labour Force

Surveydata,whileunemployme-
ntrateandlabourforceparticipa-
tionratehaveimprovedsomewh-
atfromthepandemic’sstart,they
hadn’tstillrecoveredtopre-Covid
levelsbyQ4FY21. Fullreport

onwww.indianexpress.com

NewDelhi:Thegovernment
has set up aNational Land
MonetisationCorporationto
fast trackmonetisation of
land andnon-core assets of
public sector entities, the
EconomicSurveysaid.
So far, CPSEs have re-

ferred3,400acresoflandand
other non-core assets for
monetisationfromCPSEsin-
cludingMTNL, BSNL, BPCL,
B&R, BEML, HMT Ltd,
InstrumentationLtd. PTI

Land Monetisation
Corp established

AMONGTHEchallenges
notedintheEconomic
Surveyaretherisinginfla-
tionfuelledbyhighprices,
andlaggingjobandlabour
forceparticipatingrates.

New
andold
challengesE●EX
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Bumps in road ahead: Inflation hit
on capital flows, unemployment
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CROSSWORD4652

ACROSS
1Makesastart ingeology(6)
4Dropoutsdefacebanksite (8)
9Stayoutsideorgo(6)
10Honestdeal? (8)
12Blueandwhite flower (4)
13Gatheracrowdwehear (5)
14 It’samixeddrink(4)
17 Iget strainedbadlyandgoto
pieces (12)
20Showswhatadiscontented
groupdoes (12)

23Elderlybutmanagedwithouta
valet (4)

24Cashenclosure (5)
25Astage joketurnedfatuous
with thepassageof time(4)

28Directionsonaship for finding
thecoast (8)

29Motherhas the firstmurderer
broughtback-aderanged
person(6)

30Letterprovidingyouwith
accommodation(8)

31Gameinthe formof apuzzle
(6)

DOWN
1 Barsunderawindow(8)
2Notstill lackingsupport (8)
3Hurriedbeingabout tostart
(4)
5Boldbreak inusingacrowbar
(12)
6Oncepopularmeansof ridinga
risingmarket (4)
7Take in funwehear (6)
8Takespart inashowof feeling
butdoesn’t standout (4,2)
11Gotupandblushedpink
(4-8)

15Bury invirgin territory (5)
16Navigationalaids forasailoron
ship (5)

18Takingoffence (8)
19Local ranchwhere Incasate
perhaps (8)

21HoldsbacktheSpanishgirl (6)
22Recoverone’spossession?(6)
26Oneof the football teamwill
keep it (4)

27AnimalenthusiastoutWest
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
TheSunswaps its
relationshipwith
romanticNeptune
foronewith

optimistic Jupiter. Ineffect this
meansthat therewillbe little
change inthedreamy,
impracticalnatureof thetimes.
Youmayaswell faceuptoa
weekwhich favourspoetic
imaginationrather than
practical realities.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Thelureof the
strangeisbecoming
stronger inyour
horoscopedayby

dayandweekbyweek.The
questionis,canyousatisfythis
aspectofyourcharacterormust
youplananoverseas
expedition?Areyoureadyfora
voyageintotheunknown.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Youwillbecaught in
thesameunrealistic
fantasieswhich
affect somany

people inyourcircle.This isno
timeforyour famousclarityof
thought, except inso farasyou
haveminordomestic
arrangements tocomplete. Let
your imaginationroamfree, like
agenieoutof abottle.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Youareusuallya
shrewdjudgeof
character, yetyour
normalgoodsense

has temporarilyabandoned
you.Youare likely to judge
otherpeoplebyromantic
criteriawhichhavenothingto
dowiththemandeverythingto
dowithyourexpectations.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
You're free tomake
yourowndecisions,
anddon't forget it.
Mostofwhat

happenswillnot influenceyou
onadeeplypersonal level.
Instead itwillbeexternal
matters,work, savingsandso
on ,whichseemtobe
important.Plus,of course,you
haveagreatdealmore in the
wayof social skills thanusual.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Youmayfeel safe
withMercury once
again inasecure
location,meaning

thatyounowhavethestrength
toshapedecisions,
arrangementsandproposals to
yourwill.Wastenoeffort, for
time isshort, veryshort. The
first step is toseethatyour
financesare inorder.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
It is justyour luckto
beseizedwitha
greatdealof
determinedand

practicalenergywhenthe
generalplanetarysituation is
supportingyourmotivation,
competenceandskill.You'll
overcomeapersonalchallenge
withyourbrilliance.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
Youmaybe involved
insecretordiscreet
discussions,yet
whileonepartof you

realises the importanceof
keepingthe factsclose toyour
chest, anotherwillbeurging
youtoblurtouteverythingyou
know.Waita fewdaysandyour
positionshouldbestronger.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Itwouldbeashame
if yourgenuine
nobilityof spirit
werenowtobe

sacrificedonthealtarof
financial success. Instead, try to
see thatmoney isa resource to
beusedfor thegeneralgood.A
changeofheartonyourpart
will transformpartners'
feelingsaboutyou.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Youreyesmaybe
bigger thanyour
stomachat the
moment,which isa

colourfulwayof sayingthat
yourambitionsmaybe
unrealisticconsideringyour
resources.Traditional
entertainmentssuityourmood,
sostick toold friendsand
familiarplaces, andbehappy.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Given that the
overwhelming
moodof the times is
philanthropic,

charitable, confused, visionary,
impractical andmuddled, see
to it that youare able to
distinguishgullibility and
exploitation fromgenuine
service toothers. Be adoor-
matno longer.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Itmaybewitha
certainamountof
relish thatyou
observe somany

otherpeoplebehaving inaway
which isoutof character for
thembutperfectlynatural to
you. Inotherwords, it's
unrealistic andmuddled,
dreamyandromantic.At last,
thewholeworld takes its cue
fromyou.
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DifficultyLevel4s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Ithinkthatwhenyouinvitepeopletoyour___,youinvitethemto____-Oprah(4,.,8)

SOLUTION:EARED,GOOSE,CLUMPY,FLASHY
Answer:Ithinkthatwhenyouinvitepeopletoyourhome,youinvitethemtoyourself-
Oprah

ADEER CPYLMU

EGOOS ALSFHY

SolutionsCrossword4651:Across: 1Reels,4Scratch,8Act,9Fairfight,
10Hansard,11Notes,13Driver,15Brewed,18Panda,19Sidecar,21Stripling,
23Ion,24Everest,25Spree.Down: 1Reached,2Extension,3Sofia,4Shindy,
5Refiner,6Tag,7Hates,12Towncrier,14Example,16Derange,17Assist,18Posse,
20Degas,22Rye.

JUMBLEDWORDS

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDALOVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

AGENCIES
JANUARY31

WITHA thumbsup to the camera, Christian
Eriksen revealedhis new teamandplanned
returntoplaying—almosteightmonthsafter
having a cardiac arrest on the field at the
EuropeanChampionship.
“I’mhappytoannouncethatI’vesignedfor

Brentford Football Club,” Eriksen said in
Monday’s socialmedia video. “I can’twait to
get started.” Itwill be a remarkable playing
comeback to the Premier League for the
Denmarkplaymaker,whohassaidhewases-
sentiallydeadforfiveminutesaftercollapsing
in the opening Euro 2020 game against
Finland.Theupliftingsigningwasanearlyan-
nouncement on the final day of the January
transfer window in the Premier League.
SigningwithBrentforduntiltheendofthesea-
son,EriksenisreturningtoEnglandwherehe
playedwith Tottenhamuntil joining Inter
MilantwoyearsagoandwinningtheSerieAti-
tle. ThewestLondonclubwill feel likehome.
The29-year-oldEriksenisbeingreunitedwith
Thomas Frank, the Brentfordmanagerwho
coachedhimwhenplayingforDenmark’sun-
der-17s team.Hewill alsobe theninthDane
intheclub’ssquad.
“Wehavetakenanunbelievableopportu-

nitytobringaworldclassplayertoBrentford,”
Franksaid. “Hehasn’t trainedwithateamfor
sevenmonthsbuthasdonealotofworkonhis
own.Heisfitbutwewillneedtogethimmatch
fitandIamlookingforwardtoseeinghimwork
withtheplayersandstaff togetbacktowards
hishighestlevel.”
FrankwillbehopingEriksenprovidesafur-

ther lift for a teamimpressing in its first-ever
campaigninthePremierLeague,sittingeight
points above the relegation zonewith 15
games remaining. “At his best, Christianhas
theabilitytodictategamesof football,”Frank
said.“Hecanfindtherightpassesandisagoal
threat.Healsohasvery,verygoodsetpiecede-
livery,bothfromcornersanddirectfreekicks.
“He is a player you can findwith theball,

and hewill comeupwith a solution to the
problem in front of him. Christianwill also
bring experience of top level football to the
club.”Eriksen’scontractwithInterMilanwas
terminatedbymutualagreementinDecember
sinceItalianregulationspreventedhimplaying
with the implantable cardioverter-defibrilla-
torthatwasfitted.Hewasrecentlytrainingto
regainfitnessatAjax,theDutchclubwherehe
beganhiscareer.
Brentfordsaiditwould“respectChristian’s

medicalconfidentiality”bynotdivulgingfur-
ther information beyond saying he only re-
cently received coronavirus vaccines that al-
lowhimtocomplywithentryrulestoBritain.

Eriksen is set to fly intoLondonthisweek
butnotimmediatelytrainwithBrentford.

La Liga atwar
Acivil lawsuit against LaLiga filedbyReal

Madrid, Barcelona andAthletic Bilbaoover a
1.994billion europrivate equity deal agreed
by the administrators of elite Spanish soccer
hasbeenadmittedbyaMadridcourt,thecourt
said onMonday. The judge investigating the
casecalledtheparties toahearingofprecau-
tionarymeasuresonFeb.24,accordingtoare-
portbyElConfidencial.
Allbutfiveofthe42clubsinthetoptwodi-

visionssignedupinDecembertothe1.994bil-
lioneuro($2.24billion)investmentfromCVC
CapitalPartners,thefirstof itskindinEurope.
Fourclubs, includingthetop-flighttrio,opted
outandoneabstainedbeforeReal, Barcaand
Athleticdecidedtosuetheleague.
The dealwas "an illegal transaction that

causes irreparable damage to the entire
Spanishfootballsectorandflagrantlyviolates
themost elementary principles of Spanish
sports lawand theLaLiga statutes," the three
clubssaidinastatementlastmonth.
LaLigatoldReutersthatitwasgoingahead

withitsplans.Theagreement,dubbed"LaLiga
Boost",buysCVCan8.2%stakeinanewcom-
panythatwill getbroadcastingrevenuesand
sponsorship rights for 50 years.It commits
clubstoallocating70%offundsforinvestments
tonewinfrastructureandmodernisationproj-
ects.Upto15%canbeusedtosignplayers,with
theremaining15%forreducingdebt.

Eight months after
cardiac arrest, Eriksen
makes EPL return

TheDenmarkplaymakerhassaidhe
wasessentiallydeadfor fiveminutes
aftercollapsing intheopeningEuro
2020gameagainstFinland. AP

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,JANUARY31

ABOUT EIGHT YEARS ago, a fresh-faced
teenager turned up at Mohun Bagan-CFC
groundwith his father. The young boywas
filled with bubbliness that made him in-
stantly lovable. His father JamshidNassiri’s
presencemade the onlookersmore curious
about how young Kiyan performed on the
pitch. JamshidwasanEastBengal legend,an
importantcoginthefamedMajid(Bishkar)-
Jamshid partnership in the 1980s. From the
very beginning, KiyanNassiri carried a rich
football legacy.
Acrossthedivide,centrelinetobeprecise,

where the Bagan youth train cheek by jowl
with their CFCcounterparts, the trainedeye
of Amiya Ghosh, the green-and-maroon
youthteamcoach,spottedpromiseinyoung
Kiyan. “Oneday Iwalkedup to Jamshid and
toldhim to give his boy to us insteadof him
playing for CFC. He agreed. That’swhen the
journey began,” Ghosh tells The Indian
Express.FromU-13,Kiyan’sprogressiontoU-
15was seamless. Inbetween,hehadplayed
forBengalU-14s,carryingadvicefromhisfa-
ther. “Aspire toplay foryourcountry, India. I
think that’s the only advice I have given to
Kiyan since he has started playing football.
Otherwise,Iusuallydon’tspeaktohimabout
hisgame,” Jamshidrecalls.
After thederbydelight, hehas raised the

baralittlehigher.“PlayingforIndiashouldbe
Kiyan’snexttarget.Andhemustworkharder
and aim thehigherAsian leagues or Europe
three-fouryearsdowntheline,”Jamshidtells
thispaper.
Football transcends geographic bound-

aries.In1979,JamshidcametoIndiafromIran
topursuehisstudiesattheAligarhUniversity.
Ayear later,withtheclubfacingamassexo-
dus of players toMohammedan Sporting,
twoEastBengalrecruitersbumpedintohim
and his close friends,Majid andMahmood
Khabaji, during an inter-university football
tournament. A switch to Calcutta followed.
Majidwasthestarofthepack,whileJamshid
wouldalwaysplaysecondfiddletohismore
giftedmate.
Till this day,Majid unarguably remains

the finest overseas footballer ever to play in
India.Buthislifelackeddiscipline,contribut-
ingtohisquickdeclineandan ingloriousre-
turn to Iran. Jamshid had amore successful
andlengthycareerbecauseheembraceddis-
cipline.Gradually,hemadeIndiahisadopted
homeandKiyanwasbornhereinNovember
2000,asan Indiancitizen.

‘Willing to learn’

“Kiyanmademy jobeasier, forhewasal-
wayswilling to learn.Hewould train alone,
polishinghisshootingandotheraspectsofhis
game, after our scheduledpractice sessions
wereover.His fatherwouldwait outside the
touchline until Kiyanwas done. That was
Jamshid’smental support tohis son,”Ghosh
says.Circa2019wasKiyan’sbreakthroughyear.
HewastheshowstopperataU-19tournament
organisedbyaTVchannel. It tookhimto the
Bagan senior teamtrialwherehe impressed
thenclubcoachKibuVicuna.Kiyangotapro-
fessionalcontract.
JamshidthanksVicunaforhisson’sdevel-

opment. He lauds ATKMohunBagan head
coach JuanFerrandotogiveKiyantheoppor-
tunity to showcase his talent in the Indian
Super League derby. Ferrando resisted the
temptation tobringonahalf-fit RoyKrishna
andintroducedtheyoungsterinstead,despite
chasingthegameagainstSCEastBengal.Before
this,Kiyan’sappearanceshadbeenrestricted
tomuchshortercameos,justfive-tenminutes
onthepitch.
Given30-oddminutestoprovehismettle,

Kiyan emerged as a star, becoming the
youngest player to score a hat-trick in the
derby.The21-year-oldinjectedlifeintoaderby
thatwasseenaslosingrelevance.Tostartwith,
without crowdpresence and thematches in
GoaratherthanKolkata,derbieshavebecome
ghostgamesinthelasttwoyears.Thecurrent
plight of SC East Bengal hasmadematters
worse.WhileATKMohunBaganareplaying
towin the title, their arch-rivalswouldhave

been in a relegation scrap if the ISLweren’t a
closed-shop league,without promotion and
relegation.Whenthetournament,whichhas
beenpunctuatedwithCovid-19 forcedpost-
ponements,wasbecomingadragdue to av-
erageperformancesandevenpoorerreferee-
ing, Kiyan arrived like a breath of fresh air,
reminding us that allwas not lost in Indian
footballyet.

Bhutia-like effervescence
Hecarried aBhaichungBhutia-like effer-

vescence,nottheBhutiaofthe1997Federation
Cupsemifinalvintage,wherehenettedahat-
trick against Bagan, but a few years earlier,
when he finished former India centre-half
Tarun Dey’s career in a derby, through his
twists,turnsandshoulderdrops.Bhutiawent
ontoplayforBuryFCinEngland.ForKiyan,he
has a longway to go to emulate the former
Indianfootballteamcaptain.
Littlewonder then that hemaintained

equanimity.“There’snothingtocelebrate.We
returnedtoourhotelafterthematch,hadmy
dinnerandslept,”Kiyansaidviatheclubme-
dia. Abouthis father, he said: “Henever set a
targetforme.Hejusttellsmetoworkhard.”
The return-leg derby in the ISL saw the

emergence of a star and the Indian football
teamcoachIgorStimacmusthavetakennote.
“Kiyanneedstoaddmusclemasstograduate
tointernationalfootball.Hehasanaturalgoal-
scoringability.His shootingand finishingare
verygood.Heplayshisfootballwithhisbrain.
Buthisballcontrolcallsforimprovementand
most importantly, he has to be physically
stronger,”saysGhosh.

Kolkatamaidans are once
again excited by aNassiriEXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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MANCHESTER UNITED have dropped all
MasonGreenwoodmerchandise fromtheir
online store after the
club’s star forward
was arrested on rape
andassaultchargeson
Sunday. Greenwood
remains in custody
andpolice have been
grantedmore time to
questionhim.
The majority of

Greenwood’s team-mates, too, have unfol-
lowedhimonsocialmediaafterUnitedindef-
initelysuspendedthe20-year-oldonSunday.
Theclubreportedlyhasalsodecidednottopro-
videany legalhelp to theplayer,with the lat-
terarrangingpersonalrepresentation.Asearch
forGreenwood’smerchandiseontheclub’sof-
ficialwebsitereturnedamessage:“Sorry,your
searchGreenwooddidnotmatch anyprod-
ucts.”
OnMonday,TheGreaterManchesterPolice

(GMP)confirmedthroughastatementthatde-
tectiveshavebeengrantedadditionaltimefor
questioning. “Detectives have been granted
additional time to speak to aman inhis 20s
whoisbeingheldonsuspicionofrapeandas-
saultofawoman,”saidthestatement.
ThearrestfollowsapostonInstagram,cap-

turingpicturesandvideosofayoungwoman
withseveralcutsandbruisesandbloodgush-
ingoutfromawound.Thewomanalsoshared
anaudioclipinwhichamanwasheardthreat-
eningawoman for refusing tohave sexwith
him.Thepostshavesincebeentakendown.
Unitedhadinitiallysaidtheydid“notcon-

doneviolenceofanykind”butasecondstate-
ment confirmed the player’s suspension,
which said: “MasonGreenwoodwill not re-
turn to trainingorplaymatchesuntil further
notice.”Greenwood is on a£75,000-a-week
wageandTheSunreported,quotingasource,
thathewouldreceivehissalarywhileonsus-
pension.ButsportsweargiantNikehavesus-
pendedtheirrelationshipwiththefootballer.”
Greenwood joinedUnited at six years of age,
rose through the ranks and became the
youngest player for the club to play a
ChampionsLeaguefixtureattheage17,against
PSG in 2019. So far, in 129 appearances for
United, hehas scored35goals. The2019-20
seasonwaswhenherosetostardom,scoring
16goalsinallcompetitions.Intheongoingsea-
son,thewide-man,whocanalsoplayasaNo.
9,hasnettedsixtimes.
In between, Greenwood played for

England,butwasaxed fromtheside, afterhe
andPhilFodensneakedgirlsintotheteamho-
tel in Icelandwhile on national teamduty.
Greenwoodhadissuedanapology,promising
tolearnfromhismistakes.

Jamshid,EastBengal legendfrom80s,hopeshis sonKiyanplays for India

Nassiri Jr,21,becametheyoungestplayer toscoreahat-trick in ISL. ISL

Police get extra
time to question
Greenwood
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ViratKohli has said thathe “doesn’t need to
beacaptain tobea leader” andhasa role as
abatsmanto“maketheteamwinmore”and
thathewill“takeprideinthat”.Healsotalked
abouthowhestrivedforaculturalchangein
the teamduringhis captaincy tenure.
Kohli has chosen a podcastwith Digit, a

companyinwhichhehasinvestedinthepast
andnow is thebrandambassador, to air his
views onmatters of captaincy and the cul-
turalchangeshesoughttobringintheteam
duringhis time incharge.
“Everything has a tenure and time pe-

riod,” he replied to a question about giving
up captaincy. “You obviously have to be
awareofthat.Peoplemightsay‘whathasthis
guy done?’ but you know that when you
thinkofmovingforwardandachievingmore,
you feel likeyouhavedoneyour job.
”Nowasabatsman, youmayhavemore

things to contribute to the team. You can
make the teamwinmore. So, take pride in
that. You don’t need to be a captain to be a
leader,”hesaid.
Culturalchangeisoneof thetraitsattrib-

utedtoKohli’scaptaincy. InMSDhoni’stime
asacaptain,India’sTestrecordwasmediocre
overseas. A question popped up about his
views on the businessmaxim that “culture
trumpsstrategy”.
“When I became captain, my focuswas

solelyonculturechangeonly. Iknewthat in

terms of skills, therewas no problem at all.
Buthowtomaximisethat talent? Incricket,
moreor less, everyonehasageneralunder-
standingof fieldpositions(andon-fieldtac-
tics). As a captain, my focus was more on
leadership. That I have to change themind-
setthatanythingispossible,thatwecanwin
from any situation. In executing the strate-
gies,whereisyourbelief?Ifyouarebowling
intheheatof theafternoon,youshouldhave
belief thatyoucantake2-3wicketsandwin
thematch.Orasabatsman,youshouldhave
thebelief that ‘Icanwinthematchfromany
situation’. Then your strategy can bemore
successful. Culture ismore long-lastingand
moreimpactful inanyteamenvironment…
Ididn’twanttoconfinemyvision;andtoex-
pandthatvision,youneedculture.Confined
visionwill give a six-months goal. But then
what?”
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Medvedev sayshewould ratherplay athome than face ahostile crowdatWimbledonandRolandGarros

ABHISHEKPUROHIT
JANUARY31

AFTERBLOWINGa two-set lead over Rafael
Nadalacrossfivehoursand24minutesinthe
AustralianOpenfinal,DaniilMedvedevbegan
his post-matchpress conferencewith a long
monologue. “Story of a young kid who
dreamed about big things in tennis,” as he
calledit.
He talked about his journey in the game

sincehe’d first pickedupa racquetwhenhe
wassix,aboutwantingtoplayinGrandSlams
against the best, about themoments of self-
doubt over the years. He concludedwith a
stunningdeclaration.
“Fromnowon I’mplaying formyself, for

myfamily,toprovide(for)myfamily, forpeo-
ple that trust in me, of course for all the
RussiansbecauseIfeelalotofsupportthere…
if there is a tournament on hard courts in
Moscow,beforeRolandGarrosorWimbledon,
I’mgoingtogothereevenifImissWimbledon
orRolandGarrosorwhatever.Thekidstopped
dreaming.Thekidisgoingtoplayforhimself.
That’s it.That’smystory.”
The25-yearoldRussianhasprobablynever

evencomeclosetobeingacrowdfavourite,al-
thoughhe’shadsomemomentsof apprecia-
tion,eveninMelbourne.Butoverthepastfort-
night at the Australian Open, his already
volatile relationshipwith fansoncourteven-
tually came to acquire an edge so sharp, it
moved him to declare that he’d skip
Wimbledon to play in front of appreciative
home fans. FollowingMedvedev’s ‘story,’ the
secondquestionfromareporterwasinevitably
onwhether the overwhelmingly partisan
crowdatRodLaverArenahadgottohim.“I’m
notgoingtoanswerquestionsaboutmystory,
sorry,”hesmiled.
Theverynextquestionwasabouttheboo-

ingwhenMedvedevhadwalkedonto court
for the final. “I‘m just going to giveone small
example. BeforeRafa serves even in the fifth
set, therewould be somebody, and Iwould
even be surprised, like one guy screaming,
‘C’mon,Daniil.’ A thousandpeoplewouldbe
like, ‘Tsss, tsss, tsss.’ That sound. Beforemy
serve,Ididn’thearit.It’sdisappointing.It’sdis-
respectful,it’sdisappointing.I’mnotsureafter
30yearsI’mgoingtowanttoplaytennis.”

Unfriendly crowd
Foryears,oneofthenarrativesintennishas

beenwhethertheyoungergenerationhadthe
abilitytoconsistentlytakeonthe‘BigThree’–
Nadal,RogerFedererandNovakDjokovic–es-
peciallyintheGrandSlams.Medvedevpointed
outwith somebitterness thatwhenhehad
goneupagainst the trio on thebig occasion,
fanshadn’twantedhim tobeat the greats of
thegame.
“Thereweretalkslikepeoplesayingwere-

allywant younggeneration to go for it, to be
better, to be stronger. Iwas like pumpedup.
Yeah,let‘strytogivethemhardtimeandevery-
thing.Well,Iguessthesepeoplewerelyingbe-
cause,yeah,everytimeIsteppedonthecourt
in thesebigmatches, I reallydidn’t seemuch
peoplewhowantedmetowin.”
The strain of having a packed stadium

gangedupagainsthimhadbeenbuildingup
forawhilebeforeMedvedevcrumbledinthe
final.“It‘scumulative.Buttonight(Sunday)was
likethetopof themountain.”
Anunfriendlycrowdfamouslydoesnotget

toDjokovic.Onthecontrary,heoftenusesitto
propelhimself further.Medvedev, partlyof a
similarmould,seemedtobetryingthesamein

theopeningtwosets,whenhe’dpushthefans
toboohimlouderwhenhewonagame.Itwas
tobeasteepfallfromthetopofthatmountain
--atwo-setleadandthreebreakpointsat3-2
and0-40inthethird;Medvedevwouldbere-
duced to applauding his owndouble faults,
clappingsarcasticallywithhandsoverhishead
andgivingthecrowdathumbs-up.
That the crowdwasbooinghimevenbe-

tweenhisfirstandsecondserveshadgotinto
Medvedev’s head during his second-round
win over home favourite Nick Kyrgios. Jim
Courierhadtoldhimintheon-courtinterview
that thecrowdwasn’tbooinghimbutshout-
ing‘Siu’,CristianoRonaldo’ssignaturecelebra-
tion.Medvedevrespondedbytellingthefans
hecouldnothearCourier."Ifyourespectsome-
body,at leastrespect JimCourier,"Medvedev
hadsaid.
Later,headdedthathewasn’texpectingto

besupported insteadofKyrgios,but theones
booinghim“probablyhavealowIQ.”
Surprisingly, his third-roundvictoryover

Botic vandeZandschulp came ina consider-
ablyfriendlieratmosphere,albeitontheneigh-
bouringMargaretCourtArena.Somuchsothat
Medvedevwentontoclaimthathewasfeel-
ingathome.
"IlikecomingtoAustralia.Ifeellikepeople

supportmeingeneralhere.Iwanttoevensay
feeling inaway is likehome.So Ido think it's
muchmoreups thandownswithAustralian
crowd,”Medvedevhadsaidafterbeatingvan
deZandschulpinstraightsets.
Thebonhomiewastobebrief.Medvedev

railedagainstStefanosTsitsipas,hisfather,the
officialsandtheworldatlargeinthesemi-final,
callingtheumpire‘mad’and‘stupid’forletting
his opponent get awaywithon-court coach-
ing.Fortunatelyforhim,hepulledhimself to-
getherintime.
“Tobehonest, I don’t think thatemotions

helpedmetoomuch,”Medvedevsaidafterthe
four-setwinoverTsitsipas. “Youloseconcen-
trationandtoomuchenergy.AssoonasIdidit,
I (thought), ‘That isabigmistake’. I amhappy
I(regained)concentrationatthebeginningof
thethirdset.”

Learning forNovak
Itwasduringthethirdsetwhenhestarted

losing it in the final. As if battlingNadal in a
Grand Slam finalwasn’t enough, he took on
the crowd as well, and paid the price.
CompatriotAslanKaratsev, theworldNo. 15,
saiditwasn’twiseofMedvedevtoexpectany-
thing but a one-sided crowdwhen hewas
playingNadal.
“Ofcourse,allthefanswanttosupporthim

(Nadal).Maybehe(Medvedev) felt itwasex-
trapressureagainsthim.Butaftersometime,
hewillunderstandthatifyouplayagainstRafa
orRoger,ofcourse,everybodylovesthem.And
especiallywhenhewas injured and coming
backtoplayinthefinal,”saidKaratsev,whois
inPunefortheTataOpenMaharashtra.
“It is not nicewhen someone is clapping

betweenyourfirstandsecondserves.Icanun-
derstandbecauseithashappenedtomealso.
Butyoucannottellthefans,‘comeon,support
me.’ Itdoesnotmakesense.”
Whenhewasmatchpoint downagainst

Felix Auger Aliassime in the quarter-final,
Medvedevaskedhimself,‘whatwouldNovak
do?’andcamebacktowinfromtwosetsdown
foronlythesecondtimeataGrandSlam.
Maybeoncehe recovers from thedisap-

pointmentandstartsdreamingbigagain, the
kidwill realise not to let another partisan
crowdget to him. It is certainlywhatNovak
woulddo.

The day a kid stopped dreaming

DaniilMedvedevhasneverbeenacrowdfavourite,althoughhe’shadsomemomentsofappreciationinMelbourne. AP
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WHATISthemostcharacteristicpointoneas-
sociateswithRafaelNadal?
TheSpaniardharingalongthebaseline,and

often six feet ormorebehind thepaint, run-
ningaroundthebackhand,findingimprobable
anglesandlines,promptingaweamongspec-
tatorsandbewildermentinopponents.
This styleof playhasworkedwonderson

clay but to pigeonholeNadal as a one-trick
ponywouldn’tbefair.HehaswoneveryGrand
Slamat least twice, and judging by howhe
went about turning the tide against Daniil
MedvedevintheAustralianOpenfinal,hehas
severalarrowsinhisquiver. If onestrategyis-
n’tworking,heisquicktouseanotheroneand
oftenequallyadeptatit.

Tacticalwizard
Going into Sunday’s showdown, Nadal

mayhaveknown that his PlanA– trading in
longbaselineexchanges,forcingtheopponent
intoerrors,andhittingpinpointpassingshots
whenoneventuredforward–maynotbesuf-
ficientagainsttheRussian,whoisakintoNovak
Djokovic in his playing stylewith the added
advantageofabiggerserve.
That’swhytheleft-handercametothenet

alotmorefromtheoutset,evenserving-and-
volleying onmany occasions. He also em-
ployedtheslicemanytimes.Someofhisreflex
volleysbrought the crowd to its feet. It didn’t
workatthestartof thematch,asMedvedev’s
levelofplaywasquitehighandheputalotof
pressureontheSpaniard.

Morevariety
Nadal’s level of play improved in the sec-

ond set, andhe foundmoreways tohurt the
Russian.HebegantomoveMedvedevaround
thecourtmoreexpertly.Oneofthebestshots,

arguablyofthewholetournament,wasadrop
shotonthewaytoabreakofserve.Playedfrom
mid-court, the angular shothad suchdecep-
tion that theRussian, campingmuchbehind
thebaseline, stumbledashemoved forward
andwasonallfours(allfive,ifoneincludeshis
racquet)foramoment.
ButMedvedevrefusedtogiveupontheset.

Nadal’sbelow-averageservepushedmatters
intoatie-breakerwhichheedged.

TheX-factor
Downtwosets,Nadalhadnothingto lose

atthisstage.Headdedthepaceonhisground-
strokes–byastaggering20kmph–tokeephis
opponentonthebackfoot.
ToMedvedev’s credit, hewithstood the

barrageandearnedthreebreakpointsat3-2,
which would have almost felt like match
points.
Buthere,maybe,WorldNo.2’sover-eager-

ness to finish thingsoffworkedagainst him.
Nadalsummonedallhistrademarkresilience,
hisX-factor, torepelthethreat.Thescorewas
4-4andNadalwasbarelyholdingonbyhisfin-
gernails,whentheRussiandumpedasimple

volleyintothenet.
WiththeRodLaverArenacrowdalmostto-

tally inNadal’s corner, theRussian lost focus
fromthejobathand.Nadalgottheopeninghe
craved,brokeserveandtookthethirdset.

Dropand run
Thecomplexionofthematchhadchanged.

Medvedev, understandably, tried to shorten
thepoints.Hisfirstservewasstillabigweapon
butwhilehewascominguptrumpsinmostof
thebaseline rallies earlier in thematch, now
hewasastepslowertogettotheballandoften
hadtogofortheriskieroptions.
Nadal,ontheotherhand,nowrealisedthat

hisowntrystwithdestinywasabigprobabil-
ity. Andashasoftenbeen the casewithhim,
DjokovicandRogerFederer,heraisedhisgame
atthecrucialstage,playingonadrenaline–al-
mostnegatinghis35-year-oldbattle-scarred
frame,aswellasanopponent10yearsyounger.
Itwasatthisstagethatthetwoplayersal-

most engaged in a contestwithin a contest.
Dropshotsbecameso frequent that they lost
thesurpriseelement.Butwhile theRussian’s
attemptsbetrayeddesperationtofinishpoints
early,Nadalusedthemtoaddtohisopponent’s
painanddiscomfort.

Looking for anopening
Medvedevwas strugglingphysically and

at thewrongendof the crowd’s jibes, but to
hiscredit,hehungon.Hisbigservekepthimin
thematch, butNadalwas almosthis vintage
self.As theRussianwasgiventherunaround
thecourt,hegamely foughton.Nadalgot the
breakmidway through the fifth setwhenhe
managedtostretchhisopponenttoafewral-
lies, butMedvedevnever checkedout of the
match.
Heeven thwarted the Spaniardwhenhe

servedforthematchat5-4.ButNadalwasnot
goingtobedeniedafterall.

Can’t force fans to support you, says Karatsev
SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI,JANUARY31

Aslan Karatsev couldn't really spout a
DostoevskyorevensummonahandyMeddy-
ism,alaDaniilMedvedev,buthedrewoutthe
chuckles anyway. TheWorldNo15had just
madethequartersofthe2021AustralianOpen
beatingFelixAuger-Aliassimeandwasfacing
the press thatwas quizzing him intently on
diggingdeepandotherprofundities.Russian
tennisplayersareexpectedtolaceironieswith
darkhumour,andhumourwithgravitas.The
then 27-year-old, who made semis at
Melbourne lastyear, though,wouldputapin
pricktothenicebubble.
Recalling the interactionwhile playing at

theTataOpenMaharashtraonarrival,Karatsev
peals off: "So the journalist askedme, ‘What
wasyourself-talktoyourselfduringthebreak
at the toilet?’Hewasexpecting somespecial
answer. But I said, 'Itwas just the toilet.' And
the answer came out everywhere on
Instagram," he chortled. There's awave of
Russianchallengers coming for the titles, but
Karatsevreckonsit'sarandomlycoincidental
surge,andnotsomeplannedemergence.
Also,SafinandMedvedevmightbeahack's

delightwithall that theyspoke.But thereare
Russians,andthenthereareotherRussians.
TopseedatPune,themulti-lingualprowho

speaks Russian, Hebrew and English, says
"workingveryhard"mightbe theonly com-
montrait across thebunchthathassignalled
aresurgenceaftera lull. "Before,wehadabig
gapafterMarat,Kafelnikov.Therewasnobody
inTop10,Top5.TherewereplayersinTop100.
Not likenowwith4players inTop30,maybe

weareworkingharderthanothers.ButIdon't
know,everyoneworkshard,"hesaysmatter-
of-factly.
KaratsevmovedtoIsraelwherehestarted

tennisearly."Mysisterplayed.SoIstartedplay-
ingat3andhalf.Tillageof12Iwasplaying in
Israelwheremymotherandsisterwere.There
were financial problems from13 to16years.
Then I found a Russian sponsor andmoved
back," he recalls. Stints inMoscow for two
years, thenGermany, Spain, andCroatia fol-

lowed."LasttwoandhalfyearsI'mtrainingin
Minsk," he adds, of workingwith a Spanish
coach.
Forthewidely-travelledpro,thefirstpush

hadcomefromaRussianwhohadinfactwon
his earliest title at theMumbaiATP in2006 -
Dmitry Tursunov, a hoot of a character.
Inspirationintheleanyearsthoughcamefrom
theearliergeneration.
"All of them were great players who

showedwecouldcompeteathighestlevelfor

so many years and hence inspired kids. I
watchedKafelnikov,Youzhny,Safin,Tursunov.
HadsomeopportunitytoplayYouzhnybefore
heretiredandalsodoubleswithTursunov.He
helpedmegreatly, playingdoubleswithme
andguidingme,whenIwas21,"Karatsevsays.
Yet, it's a fragmented burst of players.

"There'ssometraininginNice,(Andrey)Rublev
isatBarcelona,KarenKhachanovtrainingwith
aCroatian... so it's not like all together. I don't
knowwhathedoes,andhedoesn'tknowwhat
Ido.Wejustworkhard,"hereiterates.
Karatsevcountsamonghisscalpsacertain

Djokovic."Iliketofacethebigplayers.Feelre-
allypumped.Idon'tliketogoaroundbigplay-
ers. But itwas especially hearteningbeating
DjokovicinBelgradewhichmadeitmorespe-
cial.Unbelievablematch,"herecalls.
KaratsevlastcametoPunebeforethepan-

demic, playinghere as an alternate in quali-
fiers,beforehisbigbreakoutattheAustralian
Open."SameweatherconditionasAustralia,"
hewouldsay,landingherefromtheSlam.Very
averse to getting experimentalwith food --
"Less spicy. Just chicken, rice and salad" -- he
wouldn't haveminded somehitting time in
theearlyrounds."Togetintorhythm,causenot
hadmuchtimetopractice."
Senior to Medvedev by a few years,

KaratsevreckonstheemotionalRussianfinal-
istwill eventually rationalise that the crowd
was rooting forNadal returning from injury
mainly. Though he did empathise with
Medvedev a tad. "Sometimes it's not nice
whensomeone isclappingyoubetweenfirst
andsecondserve.Ithappenedtomealso.But
you cannotdoanythingor tell fans 'comeon
supportme.'Sodoesn'tmakesense,"saidthe
sensibleRussian.

Entire India U19
squadfitforWC
semisvsAustralia
NorthSound(Antigua): IndiaU-19crick-
eterNishantSindhuhasrecoveredfrom
COVID-19andwill be available for se-
lection for theall-important semifinal
againstAustraliaintheU-19WorldCup
on Wednesday. The development
means that all squadmembers are
available for the crucial game. Sindhu
hadledthesideintwoleaguegamesin
the absence of Yash Dhull who had
tested positive alongwith four team
members before the game against
Ireland.Sindhutestedpositiveafterthe
final league against Uganda. "All are
available forselectionfor theAustralia
game. Sindhuhas testednegative," an
ICC source said. Record four-time
champions IndiahadbeatenAustralia
in thewarm-up game ahead of their
openeragainstSouthAfrica.

Ogbechebraceleads
Hyderabadto5-0win
Fatorda: Star striker Bartholomew
Ogbechescoredabraceoneitherside
of halftime to take him top of the
charts in the Hero Indian Super
League'sall-timescorers' listandalso
ensureHyderabadFCa5-0winover
NorthEastUnitedFChereonMonday.
Ogbechescoredinthethirdand60th
minutetotakehistallyto14goalsthis
seasonandoverallnumberto49,one
more than Sunil Chhetri and Ferran
Corominas. Obgeche achieved the
feat in just three-and-half years in
India's premier clubcompetition.

ZamantakesLahore
tovictoryoverKarachi
Karachi:FakharZaman'sfirstcenturyin
cricket's Pakistan Super League pro-
pelledLahoreQalandarstoasix-wicket
winoverKarachiKings,andIslamabad
Unitedstarteditscampaignbyinflicting
a crushing nine-wicket defeat on
Peshawar Zalmi. Left-handedopener
Fakharmade106off 60balls and an-
choredLahore to174-4with fourballs
tospareasKarachihaditsthirdstraight
loss. Fakhar controlled Lahore's chase
byhitting12boundariesandfoursixes
asKarachi'sbowlinglookedordinaryin
the absence of injuredMohammad
Amir,whoisyet to feature inthetour-
namentduetosidestrain.

Indiawomendrub
China7-1
Bengaluru: Sushila Chanu scored a
brace as the Indianwomen's hockey
teammadeagranddebutattheFIHPro
League, hammering China 7-1 in the
first game of the two-leg tie. Chanu
(47th, 52ndminutes) converted two
penalty strokeswhile Navneet Kaur
(5th), Neha (12), Vandana Katariya
(40th),SharmilaDevi(48th)andGurjit
Kaur (50th) netted one each to hand
India a win. China's lone goal was
scoredbyXueDeng.Withthewin,the
teammovedtothethirdpositioninthe
FIHProLeaguepointstable,withthree
pointsandagoaldifferenceofplussix.
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RafaelNadalwiththeAusOpentrophy.
AP

Thoroughbred, not a one-trick pony

Pune:Yuki Bhambri, on a comeback
trail, sprungalatechargeonSlovakian
JosefKovaliktowin6-7(10),6-2,7-5in
hisRound1oftheATP250atBalewadi
stadium.Amomentary lapse of focus
early in theopening setwas followed
bythetwo29-year-oldstradingbreaks,
before the tiebreakerwent thewayof
theSlovakian,ranked148.
Bhambriwouldsnatch thesecond

puttinghisopponentunderthepump
early. However itwas in the decider,
withanotherexchangeof breaks, that
Bhambri stemmedonemoredrifting
intoatie-break,pilingonthepressure
onKovalik'sserveat30-30,leading6-5.
Showingclass,theformerNo83ended
all resistance, tomove intoRound2as
he resumeshis ascent fromWorldNo
863afteraspateof injuries.

Bhambri makes
strong start

Not captain any more, but
will remain a leader: Kohli

TopseedAslanKaratsevmade it to the
2021AustralianOpenquarters. TataOpen
Maharashtra
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SALAHWINS IT FOREGYPT
Mohamed Salah scored the equalizer and created the winner to inspire Egypt's
comeback to beat Morocco 2-1 after extra time and reach the African Cup semifi-
nals. Egypt hasn't won the African Cup since its record-extending seventh title in
2010. Salah made his debut for the national team the year after that triumph and is
still searching for a first major title with his country. AP

ViratKohlimadetheremarkona
podcast. PTI

New Delhi
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