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Under its CSR program, SBI has donated an ambulance to Al-
shifa Multispecialty Hospital, Okhla, New Delhi. KK Avasia,
CGM of New Delhi Circle handed over the vehicle to MA Nazar,
Director of the hospital.

CSR PROGRAM-SBI

ONGC signs a MoUwith Shell for cooperation in CCUS studies.
ONGC CMD, RK Srivastava & Chairman of Shell Group of
companies in India,NitinPrasadsigned theMoU in thepresence
of Secy. MOP&NG,Pankaj Jain.

MoU-ONGC
On the ‘International Day of Persons with Disabilities’ SAIL dis-
tributed assistive devices to Persons with Disabilities (Divyang-
jans) across its Plants/Units&Corporate Office.SomaMondal,
CMD along with other senior officials was present at the event.

CSR-SAIL

EIL Vartika Shukla, C&MD, EIL delivered
the Special Address during Inaugural
Session of Economic Times Energy
World Gas Conclave 2022 held in New
Delhi during Dec. 5-6, 2022. The inaugural session was graced
by eminent thought leaders of Indian energy sector including
Dr Anil Razdan, former Secretary, Ministry of Power & Dr
Ashutosh Karnatak, Member (P&NG), APTEL & former CMD,
GAIL. Addressing the august gathering, Shukla in her special
address said that Natural Gas shall remain an important energy
source for Indian ecosystem with GOI aiming to raise the share
of Gas in the energy mix to 15% by 2030. Ms. Shukla advo-
cated for a robust and mature Gas Exchange to pave way for a
sustainable India.

SPECIAL ADDRESS
The 17th international
Metal Ions Symposium
2022 was inaugu-
rated.Guest of Honor
Satyendra Prakash,
Principal DG,PIB, Gov-
ernment of India em-
phasized the need to
implement national policies concerning the Health sector
with enthusiasmand enhancing the outreach.

SYMPOSIUM-PIB

LIC Chairperson, LIC of India MR Kumar launched LIC’s
select interactive services with its Policyholders on Wh-
atsApp. Policyholders who have registered their Policies
on the LIC Portal will be able to make use of these
services on WhatsApp by saying ‘Hi’ on Mobile
No.8976862090.

NTPC Coal Mining stands to its commitment of increasing
coal production & consistent quality fuel supply to NTPC
power plants. With a coal production of 12.24 Million Me-
tric Tonnes till Nov’22 in this fiscal compared with 8.27
Million Metric Tonnes of coal production in the same
period of previous yr, NTPC has portrayed a phenomenal
year-on-year production growth of 48%. The four
operational coal mines viz. Pakri-Barwadih (Jharkhand),
Chatti Bariatu (Jharkhand), Dulanga (Odisha) & Talaipalli
(Chhattisgarh) have contributed in accomplishing the
highest ever monthly coal production of 20.47 Lakh
Metric Tonnes in Nov.’22 since their inception.

An event was organized at BIS, New Delhi, to felicitate All India
First license to M/s SMPP Pvt. Ltd., Palwal for Bullet Resistant
Jackets & to M/s Star Safety Hub, Faridabad for Protective
clothing for industrial workers exposed to heat.

EVENT-BIS

Town Hall meeting on “Forex for You” was organized at
Bengaluru by RBI. Gurumurthy R, RD, RBI Bengaluru, LV
Prakahakar, MD & CEO, Canara Bank, Dr K Balamurugan,
Commissioner, Customs Bengaluru were present.

MEETING-RBI

PNB observed “IDPD” in a unique way by introducing an upgr-
aded version of Retail Internet Banking Manual for customers
whoarevisually impaired.Themanualwas unveiled in theest-
eemed presence of George Abraham, CEO Score Foundation.

RETAIL BANKING MANUAL-PNB

PNB The Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet (ACC) has approved
the appointment of hri M Paramasi-
vam as the ED of PNB with effect
from 1st Dec. 2022 for a period of
three yrs. Paramasivam, an agricul-
ture graduate, started his journey in Canara Bank as Agri-
cultural Extension officer in the yr 1990 & has served the
bank for last 32 yrs in various capacities as Branch Head of
VLBs, as Regional & Circle head of various regional & circle
offices & also headed Priority Credit Wing at Head Office,
Canara Bank. His experience & contribution is spread across
multiple domains of Branch Banking, Credit, Priority Sector,
Forex &Trade Finance, Compliance, among others.

APPOINTMENT

PHDCCI Delegation led by Saket Dalmia, President,
PHDCCI met Amitabh Kant, India G-20 Sherpa, to further
discuss organizing meetings and events at the sidelines
of G20.

G-20-PHDCCI
PNBwon the runner-upaward for theBest FintechCollaboration
& the Best AI &ML Bank award at the 18th Annual Banking
Technology Conference, Expo&Awards 2022. AK Goel, MD &
CEO, PNB & H Verma, CGM-IT, PNB received the awards.

AWARD -PNB

The 41st edition of ITPO mega event India International Trade
Fair concluded with prize distribution ceremony on 27 Nov. in
which ITPO Pragati Choir led by poet & vocalist Prakash Chan-
der presented Saraswati Vandana with it members.

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION -ITPO
P&SB has opened its three new branches in the month of
Oct.& Nov. 2022. The Branch at Andhramath, Madhubani dis-
trict in Bihar was inaugurated by Ramprit Mandal, MP. Gajraj
Devi Singh Takhur,GM, P & S was also present.

INAUGURATOION-PSB

CM of Uttarakhand, PS Dhami, was the distinguished guest in
the ‘At Home’ function held at the National Hydrographic Office
premises marking Navy Week celebrations’ culmination. Gov.
of Uttarakhand, G. Singh, released the India- WINS webpage.

NAVY DAY -NATIONAL HYDROGRAPHIC

Varthana Finance Private Limited
Registered Office at : No. 5BC-110, Varasiddhi. Outer Ring Road, Service Road,

POSSESSION NOTICE
Whereas, The undersigned being theAuthorised Officer of theM/s. Varthana Finance Private
Ltd., (Formerly Known as M/s. Thirumeni Finance Private Ltd.,) Dehradun Branch, Under
the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act, 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule

3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued aDemand Notice
dated: 23-08-2022, calling upon the Applicants/
Co-Applicants/ Mortgagors, in Loan Account
No's. S19DHD-DHD-006229, U20DHD-DHD-
014625, U21DHD-DHD-016481 and U22DHD-
HWD-019869, 1). M/s. Shivam Academy,
Represented by its Authorised Signatory, 2). M/s.
Jai Shree Krishna Grammothan Samiti,
Represented by its Authorised Signatory, No. 1 and
2 are having office at Aneki Road, Hetmpur,
Roshnabad, Haridwar - 249402., 3). Mr.
Krishanpal Sharma, S/o. Dharampal Sharma,No.
226-C, Hetampur, Aurangabad, Haridwar -
249402., 4).Mrs. Reena, W/o. Krishanpal Sharma,
House No. A92, Govindpuri, Haridwar - 249401., to
repay the amount mentioned in the said notice being a sum of Rs. 57,58,300/- (Rupees Fifty
Seven Lakh Fifty Eight Thousand Three Hundred Only) as on 19-08-2022, to pay agreed
contractual rate of interest together with incidental expenses, cost and other charges etc., as
details mentioned in the DemandNotice, till the date of payment, within 60 days from the date of
receipt of the said notice.
However the Applicants/ Co-Applicants/ Mortgagors herein above having failed to repay the full
amount with interest/other charges, notice is hereby given to the Applicants/ Co-Applicants/
Mortgagors in particular and to the public in general that the undersigned beingAuthorised Officer of
the M/s. Varthana Finance Private Ltd, Dehradun has taken POSSESSION of the property
describedhereinbelowinexerciseofpowersconferredonhimundersection13(4)of thesaidAct, read
withRule8of theSecurity InterestEnforcementRules,2002onthisdayof 07-12-2022.
The Applicants/ Co-Applicants/ Mortgagors in particular and the public in general are hereby
cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the properties will be subject to the
charge of theM/s. Varthana Finance Private Ltd, Dehradun, for an amount ofRs. 57,58,300/-
(Rupees Fifty Seven Lakh Fifty Eight Thousand Three Hundred Only) as on 19-08-2022,
with agreed contractual rate of interest, as mentioned herein above until the date of payment
together with incidental expenses, cost and other charges. The Applicants/Co-Applicants/
Mortgagors attention is invited to provisions of Section 13(8) of the Act, in respect of time
available, to redeem the securedAssets.
Description of the Immovable Property: All that piece and parcel of the property bearing
Khasra No.1692M, Khatoni No. 868, Total land areaAdmeasuring 1136.198 Sq Mtr, Situated at
Village Anneki Hettampur Pargana Roorkee Tehsil & District Haridwar and bounded as under,
East By : Land of Krishan Pal Sharma, West By : 40 Feet Road, North By : Road 20Feet Road,
SouthBy : 15FeetRoad.

Email: care@varthana.com, Phone: 080-68455777, Branch Office : No. 109,Ground Floor,Tagore Villa,
3rd Block, HRBR Layout, Kalyan Nagar, Bangalore-560043. Website www.varthana.com,

(Formerly known as Thirumeni Finance Private Ltd.,)

[Rule 8(1)] (For Immovable property)
Chakrata Road, Dehradun 248001.

Authorised Officer,
Sd/- Varthana Finance Private Limited

Date: 09-12-2022
Place: Anneki.

Reference No. 4044 /Ayodhya DA /2022-23 Date:06-12-2022

Notice Inviting Tender
Name of work: - Request for Proposal for Appointment of
Agency for 3D Modelling and GPR survey of Ayodhya City on
GIS Platform using Drone/UAV Technology

Ayodhya Development Authority, Ayodhya invites proposals for
Request for Proposal for Appointment of Agency for 3D
Modelling and GPR survey of Ayodhya City on GIS Platform
using Drone/UAV Technology

Bid schedule is as follows-
Tender Issue Date: 6/12/2022
Last Date of tender Submission: 26/12/2022 by 1600 hrs (IST)
Submission of tender queries: 12/12/2022 by 1700 hrs (IST)
Pre Bid Meeting Date: 13/12/2022 at 1100 hrs (IST)
For any information contact, Mr. Gorky (Town Planner) Contact
no. 91 8171897004 or email at vcafda@gmail.com

The Authority reserves the right to cancel the process of
selection/appointment without assigning any reason thereof.

Detailed tender documents can be downloaded from the
e-procurement website http://etender.up.nic.in/

Mr. Gorkhy Kaushik
(Town Planner)

Ayodhya Development Authority

Ayodhya Development
Authority, Ayodhya

New Delhi
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IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F IYÕZX¢MXSX E½Fa A²¹FÃF (dªFÕXF d³F¸FFÊ¯F ÀFd¸Fd°F)
dªFÕXF-IYû¯OXF¦FFa½F (LX.¦F.)

´FdSXd¾FáX-3
(d³F¹F¸F 4.4.2)

d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF IYF ´FiF÷Y´F
d³Fd½FQF d½FÄFd´°F IiY¸FFaIY 20 dQ³FFaIY 05.12.2022 IYe AûSX ÀFZ d³F¸FFÊ°FFAûa °F±FF
CX³FIZY Ad²FIÈY°F d½FIiZY°FFAûa ÀFZ IYû¯OXF³FFSX ¦FFSX¸FZÔMX ¹Fcd³FMX ¸FZÔ Mat (ÀFF¸F¦Fie IYF ³FF¸F)
´FiQF³F IYSX³FZ WZX°Fb ¸FbWXSX¶FaQ d³Fd½FQFEa AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`XÜ d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF
A²FûWXÀ°FFÃFSXIY°FFÊ IZY IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ¸FZÔ AF½FZQ³F ´FiÀ°Fb°F IYSX (AF¹FIYSX ´Fi̧ FF¯F ´FÂF
ÀFdWX°F) ÀFF¸F¦Fie WZX°Fb ÷Y. 750/- ³F¦FQ ·Fb¦F°FF³F IYSX dQ³FFaIY 19.12.2022 IZY ´Fc½FÊ
IYF¹FFÊÕX¹Fe³F dQ½FÀF ¸FZÔ ´FiF´°F dIY¹FZ ªFF ÀFIY°FZ W`XÜ
d³Fd½FQF d¶FIiYe IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F -19/12/2022 ÀF¸F¹F A´FSXF³WX 3.00

¶FªFZ °FIYÜ
d³Fd½FQF ªF¸FF IYSX³FZ IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F - 03/01/2023 ÀF¸F¹F A´FSXF³WX 3.00

¶FªFZ °FIYÜ
d³Fd½FQF JûÕZX ªFF³FZ IYe d°Fd±F - 04/01/2023 ÀF¸F¹F A´FSXF³WX

4.00 ¶FªFZ °FIYÜ
À±FF³F- IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F dªFÕXF d³F¸FFÊ¯F ÀFd¸Fd°F IYû¯OXF¦FFa½F

WXÀ°FF/-
IYÕZX¢MXSX E½Fa A²¹FÃF
(dªFÕXF d³F¸FFÊ¯F ÀFd¸Fd°F)

96485 dªFÕXF IYû¯OXF¦FFa½F

AKKALKOT MUNICIPAL COUNCIL,
AKKALKOT

e-Tender Notice No. 11 for 2022-2023
(Nagarothan Abhiyan)

No. 2022/ANP/Works-11/Desk-1/RR/Kavi-1363
Date 07/12/2022

Sealed online e-Tenders for the Different
Development works (Under Nagarothan Abhiyan Scheme)
are invited by the Chief Officer Municipal Council, Akkalkot
from contractors Registered with Government of Maharashtra
Public Works Department in appropriate class.

Details can be viewed and downloaded online
directly from the Government of Maharashtra e-Tendering
portal https://mahatenders.gov.in from Date 08/12/2022 to
15/12/2022 at 4:00 p.m. The last date of Tender Submission
is 15/12/2022 at 4:00 p.m. The Prebid Meeting will be
conducted on dated 12/11/2022 at 3:00 p.m. in the Office of
Municipal Council Akkalkot.

Received tender will be opened on Dated
16/12/2022 at 4:00 p.m., if possbile in the presence of
available contractors or their representative. Sd/-

- SACHIN PATIL, Chief Officer
Municipal Council Akkalkot

ÀffUÊþd³fIY Àfc¨f³ff
Àf·fe LfU³fe d³fUfdÀf¹fûÔ IYû Àfcd¨f°f dIY¹ff þf°ff WX` dIY VfWXSXe dUIYfÀf EUÔ
AfUfÀfe¹f ¸fÔÂff»f¹f ·ffSX°f ÀfSXIYfSX IZY d³fQZÊVff³fbÀffSX LfU³fe ¶fûOXÊ IZY d³f›¹f
IZY AÔ°f¦fÊ°f LfU³fe ÃfZÂf IYû kk¦ff¶fZÊþ RiYe 3 ÀMXfSX dÀfMXell §fûd¿f°f IYSX dQ¹ff
¦f¹ff WX`,A¦fSX dIYÀfe LfU³fe d³fUfÀfe IYû BÀf Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZÔ IYûBÊ Af´fdØf WXû °fû
UWX A´f³fe Af´fdØf BÀf Àfc¨f³ff IZY ´fiIYfVf³f IZY 15 dQ³fûÔ IZY ·fe°fSX LfU³fe
IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ ´fiZd¿f°f IYSX ÀfIY°ff WX`Ü

WXSX IYf¸f QZVf IZY ³ff¸f
LfU³fe ´fdSX¿fQÐ IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f, þf»fÔ²fSX LfU³fe Ü

QcSX·ff¿f 0181-2260250
Email: cbjalandhar2011@gmail.com

¸fb£¹f Ad²fVffÀfe Ad²fIYfSXe
LfU³fe ´fdSX¿fQÐ þf»fÔ²fSXÜ

Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala- 147001
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

E-Mail: sefet-ghtp@pspcl.in
(Contact No. 96461-17609, 96461-17732)

05/FE&T/GHTP/FM-59B Dated: 07.12.2022

CE/O&M, Guru Hargobind Thermal Plant, Lehra Mohabbat invites E-
Tender for Sale of Coal Mill Reject at Thermal Power Plants (i.e. GHTP
Lehra Mohabbat and GGSSTP Ropar) owned by PSPCL.

For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 06.12.2022 from 17.00 Hrs onwards.

Note: Corrigendum and Addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

GHTP-71/22 19300/PB

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II,, INDUW/O-DEEPAKDHINGRA
R/O-8/1BLOCK-8RAMESH
NAGARDELHI-110015,have
changedmyname toGAURI
DINGRA. 0040644362-9

II,, Harshit Shukla S/ORajendra
PrasadShukla, R/oGramRam
SahayPurwa,Gopiya,
Bahraich, Uttar Pradesh-
271855. Declare thatNameof
MyFather hasbeenwrongly
writtenasRPShukla inmy
Educational Documents. The
actual nameofMyFather is
RajendraPrasadShukla,
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0070816603-1

II,, GeetaNagpalW/oDheeraj
KhoslaR/o-C-65, Sudershan
Park, 2nd-Floor,Moti Nagar,
Delhi-110015 have changedmy
name toGeetuKhosla

0070816678-1

II,, Deeraj Narnag S/oSuraj
PrakashNarangR/o C-29 First
Floor, VikasPuri, Delhi have
changedmynameasDheeraj
Narangpermanently

0040644342-1

II,, Ankit s/oRajkumar,R/o
GangeruShamli Uttar
Pradesh-247775,have changed
myname toAnkit Kumar, for
all,futurePurposes.

0040644360-1

II hitherto knownasReet Singh
D/oPritamSinghandW/oLate
AshokSuneja residingat
RajeshwarNagar, Phase-1,
Lane-1, ShastraDharaRoad,
Dehradun, Uttarakhand-
248001, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasSunita Suneja.

0070816637-1

II hitherto knownasManvendra
S/oVinodKumar Employedas
LieutenantColonel in Indian
Armypostedat PokranMilitry
Station, Near PokaranRailway
Station, Pokaran, Jaisalmer,
Rajasthan-345021 residingat
HouseNo-763A, GroundFloor.
Block-H, PalamVihar,
Gurgaon,Haryana-122017
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter be knownas
ManvendraDuhoon.

0070816646-1

II RakeshKumarChawla,S/o-
JagadishRai Chawla,R/o-26C,
AnubhavApartments,Sector-
13, Rohini,Delhi-110085have
changedmyname toRakesh
Chawla for all purposes.

0040644313-1

II NehaD/oSh. AshokKumar
W/oSh. AjayKumarR/oUPSC
StaffQuarterNo.1, Shahjahan
Road, UPSCLane, UnionPublic
ServiceCommisionCenter,
Delhi have changedmyname
toNehaChaudhary for all
purposes. 0040644308-6

IIMinakshi JunejaD/o Late Sh.
GulshanTakkarW/oSh. Kamal
KishorR/oH.No.164-C, DDA
Janta Flat, PaschimVihar
Extension, PaschimVihar,
WestDelhi, Delhi-110063have
changedmyname toRashmi
Juneja for all purposes.

0040644308-7

IIManjit KaurD/oS. Sukhninder
SinghW/oS. Swatantrapal
SinghR/oHouseNo.1681, Opp.
ChitraguptaMandir,Main
Market, Paharganj, NewDelhi-
110055havechangedmyname
toManjeet Kaur for all
purposes. 0040644308-4

II Kamal Kishore SharmaS/o
Late Sh.Mahilal SharmaR/oD-
13, ShubhamEnclave, Paschim
Vihar, NewDelhi-110063have
changedmyname toKamal
Sharma for all purposes.

0040644308-5

II Jeetu S/oPrahladR/o-113,
MathuraRoad, BhatCamp,
Badarpur, Delhi-110044have
changedmyname to JeetuRai

0070816664-1

II BachaLal,MyDob18th
January 1970 S/oBindeshwari
Kushwaha, B-297Khubram
Park, PremNagar- 1, Kirari
SulemanNagar, Delhi-110086
HaveChangedMyName to
Bachcha Lal Kushwahaand
Dob to 10th January, 1972 for
All FuturePurposes.

0040644378-1

II Sunil Bhardwaj S/o.OP
SharmaR/o. 61/A J Extention,
KrishnaKunj, StreetNo 6,
LaxmiNagarDelhi-92 have
changedmyminorDaughter
nameSurbhi to SwaraHer
Dateof Birth 08/12/2005 all
purpose 0040644312-1

II AishaTarannumW/oFaisal
KhanR/o 10055 2nd FloorMain
Gali Nawabganj, Pul Bangash,
AzadMarket, Delhi-110006,
have changedmyname to
Aisha Faisal Khan
Permanently. 0040644389-4

I,TALASHKUMARBISWAS,
ADD-E.442,GALI.NO-8
AZAD,GALI JAGEET-NAGAR
NORTH-EAST-DELHI-
110053,changedmyMinor Son
name MAYANKBISWAS to
MAYANKKUMARBISWAS,for
all,futurePurposes.

0040644362-7

I,ShubhamS/oRajeev
Kumar,R/o FlatNo.UG02,
H.No.1, Near-RajendraPark
Police Station, AnandGarden,
Gurgaon(HR.)122001,have
changedmyname to
ShubhamArora. 0040644406-1

II,,MohammadAsghar S/oHaji
SummanQureshi, R/o J 20, Gali
No 12Part 2, RameshPark,
LaxmiNagar, EastDelhi, Delhi -
110092have changedmyname
toMohdAsgharQureshi

0070816596-1

I,SHAHANA,D/O.NIZAMUDDIN
ADD-T-219,SAVITRI-NAGAR
NEARKALIMASJIDMALVIYA-
NAGAR,DELHI 110017,changed
myname to SHAHANA
SAIFI,for all,futurePurposes.

0040644362-3

I,SABUMEASOW/SABU
MALLAPPALLIL EASONS/O
MALLAPPALLILCHACKO
EASOWR/OBS-121B,
SHALIMARBAGH,DELHI-
110088.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSABUMON.

0040644389-6

I,PalakD/o-AshokKumar,W/o
ShubhamArora,
R/o.Flat.No.UG02, H.No.1,Near
Rajendra-ParkPolice-Station,
AnandGarden,
Gurgaon(HR.)122001,have
changedmyname toPalak
Arora. 0040644406-2

I,PRERNAW/O.BALDEVRAJ,
ADD-22,BEGUMPUR ,MALVIYA-
NAGAR ,NEWDELHI-110017,
changedmyname toPRERNA
GHAVRI,for all futurePurposes.

0040644362-6

I,PARULW/O.VARUNANAND,
ADD-B-1/384,3RD-FLOOR
JANAKPURI ,WEST-DELHI-
110058,changedmyname to
PARULANAND,for all,future
Purposes. 0040644362-2

I,MuskanSudha,D/oSohanLal
R/o 662/7,NewColony,
Kurukshetra-136118, Haryana,
have changedmyname to
Muskan,for all future
purposes. 0040644397-2

I,JAGDISHLAL,S/O.JIWANDA
RAM, ADD-B-303,OMSATYAM
APPTSPLOTNO-13 SEC-4
,DWARKA,DELHI-110078,
changedmyname to JAGDISH
LALMALIK,for all,future
Purposes. 0040644362-5

I,ASHISHS/O.PRADEEPKUMAR,
ADD- LAXMIBAINAGAR1269,
NEWDELHI-110023,changed
myname toASHISHKUMAR,for
all,futurePurposes.

0040644362-4

I, Krishan Chand S/o - Mahesh
Chand Gupta R/o H No -F - 1801,
AIG PARK Avenue, Gaur City-1,
Sector-4, Dadri, Gautam Buddha
Nagar Uttar Pradesh-201307 Have
Changed My Name KRISHAN
GUPTA ,For All Purposes.

0050209361-1

IItt is for general information that
I,SIMRAN JEETKAUR,D/o
RANDHEERSINGH,R/o
Bhurjuniya,ChandiaHazara,
Pilibhit,ChandiaHazara,Uttar
Pradesh-262122,declare that
nameofmine,my-father and
my-mother hasbeenwrongly-
writtenasSIMRAN JEETKAUR
BHINDER, RANDHEERSINGH
BHINDERandRANJEETKARU
BHINDER inmy10th-class
certificate andmarksheet.The
actual-nameofminemy father
andmymother are SIMRAN
JEETKAUR, RANDHEERSINGH
andRANJITKAUR
respectively,whichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0040644389-9

II,,SSUUSSHHMMAAPANCHALD/O
KRISHANCHANDPANCHAL
YOUDHISTERSHARMA,
R/O.554-B,RISHI-NAGAR,RANI
BAGH,DELHI-110034.CHANGED
MYNAMETOVANDANA
SHARMAPERMANENTLY.

0040644360-4

II,,YYooggeesshhNagpal,S/oSh.Hosiyar
Singh,R/o-House.No-96,
Gali.No.12.Arjun
Nagar,Gurugram,
Haryana,inform that in
my,Marksheetmy,name
wrongly-writtenYogeshKumar
insteadofmy,correct name
YogeshNagpal,bothnamesare
sameperson. 0040644387-1

II,,YYooggeennddaarr Pal,S/OChatar
Pal,R/O-Gali No.10,Shiv
Colony,DewruRoad,Sonipat,
Haryana-131001,have changed
myname toYogender Pal.

0040644388-2

II,,VViirreennddeerr Bhalla S/oRam
KumarBhalla R/oB-
6/311,Sector-17,Rohini Delhi-
110085,changedmyname to
VirenderKumarBhalla.

0040644360-8

II,,VViijjaannttiiW/oSh.Ravi,D/o
Sh.Fakir ChandSharma,R/oN-
17C/259,F-0Block, T-
Huts,J.J.Colony,Wazirpur,Delhi-
52,have changedmynameas
Vijanti Sharmapermanently.

0040644339-3

II,,VVaannddhhaannaaKumariw/oSanjay
Kumar r/o-137 LaxmiBaiNagar
N.D-23,have changemyname
after-marriage toVandana
Kumari,Permanently.

0040644389-3

II,,VVIINNOODDS/ODHRAMPAL,R/OA-
37-B,OLDSLUM,PASCHIM
PURI,DELHI-110063.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOVINOD
KUMAR. 0040644389-5

II,,SShhuubbhhaannggii Chowdhury,D/o
Subhajit Chowdhury,R/o E-
911,First Floor,Chittaranjan
Park,NewDelhi-19 dohereby
affirmandconfirm that that
bothnames,Subhangi
ChowdhuryandShubhangi
Chowdhury is nameof oneand
sameperson. 0040644360-7

II,,SShhiivvaammKumaralias Shivam
Tripathi S/o-Rajkumar
Tripathi,R/o 104, 3rd Floor,
Sadiq-Nagar,Type-4,Sector-
3,NewDelhi-110003,have
changedmyname toShivam
KumarTripathi. 0040644397-6

II,,SShhaahhiiddaaBegam,w/oAtiqur
RahmanSiddiqui R/oP-304,Taj
Enclave, GeetaColony,Delhi-
110031,have changedmyname
toShahidaBegum
permanently 0040644397-1

II,,Mo IfranS/oRaheesR/o Jhuggi
No.C-4, B/14, LNJPColony,
Ranjit SinghMarg, DaryaGanj,
NewDelhi-110002, have
changedmyname toMuhd
Irfan, for all purposes.

0040644311-1

II,,HHeemmaanntt Kumar,S/O-Shri
Dharampal Singh,R/O-85,G.F.,
SwaymSewaGroupHousing
Society,Near Police Station,
VivekVihar,Delhi-110095,
declare thatmyminor son
nameKetanKumarandKetan
Chaudharybothare same&
onePerson. 0040644388-1

II,,CChhaannddaann Singh,S/oAtmanand
Singh,R/o-84,DIN-APARTMENT
plot.no.7 near-rajapuri red light
sector-4,DwarkaSouth-west-
Delhi-110078,have changedmy
name toChandanKumar
Singh,for all,futurePurposes.

0040644360-3

II,,BBhhaawwnnaaD/o-Chander Prakash
R/oC-18Prashant-Vihar
Sector-14,Rohini Delhi-110085
have changedmyname to
BhawnaArora. 0040644360-9

II,,BBHHAARRTTII DEVI,W/OOMPAL,
resident of,Vill-Paharipur, P.O-
Achhej, Tehsil-Beri, District-
Jhajjar,Haryana- 124106, have
changedmyname,from
BHARTIDEVI toBHARTI,vide-
affidavit dated-08December-
2022,atNew-Delhi.

0040644406-10

II,,AAyyuusshhiiW/o-Priyam
Mishra,House.number.1014,C-
block, Sainik colony,sector-
49,faridabadharyana -121004,
changedmyname toAyushi
Mishra 0040644339-2

II,,AAnnuurraaddhhaa,,WW//ooChandan
kumarSingh, R/o-84,DIN-
Apartmentplot.No.7Near-
rajapuri red light sector-
4,Dwarka,South
west-Delhi-110078,have
changedmyname toAnuradha
Singh,for all,futurePurposes.

0040644360-2

II,,AAnnoowwaarr Ali RahimAli Shaikh
s/o-RahimAli Atar ali
Shaikh,R/o.H.No.1869,First
Floor,Gali.No.14,Govindpuri-
Extension, New-Delhi-
110019,have changedmyname
toAnowarAli,permanently.

0040644397-4

II,,AAkksshhaayy S/OKAPILDEV
SHARMA,R/ORz-93/24
gali.no.8,madanPuri,west
sagarpur,newdelhi-
110046,State thatmy
name(AKSHAY
SHARMA)WORNGLY-WREITEN
ISMY-BANKDOCUMENTS. THE
CORRECT-NAME ISAkshay this
is trueandCorrect
information. 0040644406-11

II,,AASSHHOOKKBALWANI S/o Laxman
DassBalwani,R/o 43, LIG Flats
PaschimPuri, New-Delhi-
110063,have changedmyname
toASHOKKUMARBALWANI

0040644339-1

II,,AADDIITTIIMURANJAN,D/O.VIVEK
SHARADMURANJAN,HOUSE-21
2ND-FLOORPOCKET-52
CHITTARANJAN-PARK, SOUTH,
DELHI-110019, changedmy
name toADITI VIVEK
MURANJAN,for all,future
Purposes. 0040644389-1

II,, YogendraKumar S/oShri Karn
Singh, R/oHIG FlatNo. 83-D,
Block- BExpressway
apartment, Sector -105, Noida,
have changedmyname
YogendraKumar toYogendra
Punia for all futurepurposes.

0040644317-1

II,, Tyagi SanjeevS/oKamlesh
Singh, R/o-A-331, Second-Floor
Sushant Lok-2,Sector-55,
GurgaonHaryana-122011, have
changedmyname toSanjeev
Tyagi Permanently

0040644325-1

II,, TEZINDERKAUR,W/oNarinder
Singh, R/oD-96, D-Block,
PandavNagar, Delhi-110092,
have changedmyname to
TEJINDERKAUR, for all
purposes. 0040644339-8

II,, Sushil Sethia S/oKarnidan
SethiaR/oA-152, A-Block,
AnandVihar, Delhi-110092have
changedmyname toSushil
Kumar Sethia for all purposes.

0070816674-1

II,, Sally CherianW/o John
Muruppel Abraham,R/o-3-A
Janta-Flats, Shivaji Enclave
Extension,TagoreGarden, Delh-
110027,have changedmyname
toSally JohnPermanently

0040644325-4

II,, Sagar S/oSukki RamR/o
Village-Saini, GautamBudh
Nagar, Pin 203207, Uttar
Pradesh, India, declare that, I
have changedmyname from
Sagar to SagarNagar for all
futurepurposes. 0070816671-1

II,, SHAMSHAD, S/oNASIR
AHMED, R/o F 23 , Gali No 13
JAGATPURI, KrishnaNagar,
East Delhi- 110092have
changedmyname toMOHD
SHAMSHAD 0070816599-1

II,, SABIHAKHATOONW/o
RIYASATALI R/o J-46, J-EXTN,
street no 12, AbdullahMasjid,
RameshPark, LaxmiNagar
Delhi-110092have changedmy
name toSABIHAALI

0070816598-1

II,, No. JC 469958A, Rank: Sub,
NamePradeepKumar S/o
VirendraSinghR/oQtr.No-
174/14, Kabul Line, Delhi Cantt-
10 have changedmyson’s
name fromDevance
Choudhary toDevanshBaliyan
VideAffidavit No:- IN-
DL27952370867050Udated
08/12/2022beforeNotary
PublicDelhi. 0070816680-1

II,, Nitin Kumar S/oSatishKumar
R/oVilla no-26, SereneGreens,
Bansiwala, NH-72MainChakrata
Road, Jhajra, Banshiwala,
Dehradun, Uttarakhand-248007,
have changedmyminor son’s
name fromSwastik Tyagi aged
13 years toManvik Tyagi forever

0070816657-1

I, PrateekKanojia S/oSh.Naresh
ChandR/o-A-10,Type-3, Tower-
21,East KidwaiNagar,New
Delhi-110023, informed that in
mypassportmynamewrongly
writtenPrateekmyactual name
is PrateekKanojia. 0040644224-

II,,MohammadSiraj S/oMohd
AsgharQureshi, R/o J 20, Gali
No 12Part 2, RameshPark,
LaxmiNagar, EastDelhi, Delhi -
110092Declare thatNameof
MyFather hasbeenwrongly
writtenas MohammadAsghar
in passport no J5320531. The
actual nameofMyFather is
MohdAsgharQureshi,which
maybeamendedaccordingly.

0070816597-1

II,, Kumari KalpanaGuptaW/o -
KrishanGuptaR/oHNo -F-
1801, AIGPARKAvenue, Gaur
City-1, Sector- 4, Dadri, Gautam
BuddhaNagarUttar Pradesh-
201307HaveChangedMyName
KalpanaGupta, ForAll
Purposes. 0050209362-1

II,, Komal SinghS/O Jai RamG,
R/oG-81, Sector 27, Near
ParshvanathPlaza, Noida,
GautamBuddhaNagar, Uttar
Pradesh- 201301, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasRajesh
Kushwaha. 0070816604-1

II,, KomalAtal, D/oHarjeet Singh
Bhatia,R/o-C-354, Sushant Lok-
1, Sector-43, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122009,have changed
myname toKomalHarjeet
SinghPermanently

0040644325-2

II,, Kanwaljit Batra,W/O
Chanpreet SinghGroverR/o
HouseNo- 66, Ansal Town,Near
Bikaner,Modipuram, Jithauli,
KankerKhera,Meerut, Uttar
Pradesh- 250001. have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasKanwal Jeet Kaur
Grover 0070816606-1

II,, KamlashSinghTyagi S/o,
Banarsi Dass, R/o-A-331
Second-Floor,Sushant Lok-2
Sector-55, Gurgaon,Haryana-
122011,have changedmyname
toKamleshSinghTyagi
Permanently 0040644325-3

II,, KalashSinghYadavS/OLaxmi
SinghYadav, R/o Ijari,
Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh-
232336, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asKailash SinghYadav.

0070816601-1

II,,SShheeeettaallW/oRishi KumarR/oC-
4/5 Sector-6 Rohini Delhi-
110085 have changedmyname
toSheetal Digra. 0040644389-8

II,,SSaannddeeeeppKumar S/o-Jai
BhagwanTyagi R/o-C-3/40, S/F,
Gali No.1, Bhagwati Garden
Extn, Uttam-Nagar, Delhi-
110059 changedmyname to
SandeepTyagi. 0040644350-1

II,,SSUUSSHHMMAAKUMARI,W/OHARI
KISHANR/OT-74,VISHNU
GARDEN,DELHI-110018.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
SUSHMA, FORALLPURPOSES.

0040644339-10

II,,SSHHUUSSHHIILLAATOMAR,W/O
RAMBIRSINGH
TOMAR,R/O.H.NO.B-
341,SHARDHAPURI PHASE-
2,KANKERKHERA,MEERUT
CANTT,UP-250001,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAME,FROM
SHUSHILATOMARTOSUSHILA
TOMAR,VIDE-AFFIDAVITDATED-
08/12/2022,BEFORENCT-DELHI.

0040644406-12

II,,SSHHIINNEEYYBINOY,W/O.BINOY
THULISALAMMANNIL
VARGHESE, ADD- F-79,UG-2
DILSHAD-COLONY, SHAHDARA
DELHI-110095, changedmy
name toSHINEYMATHAI,for
all,futurePurposes.

0040644362-1

II,,SSAANNJJAAYYS/O-MAHIPAL
KAUSHIKR/O-355- VILLAGE
MAINCHOWKSULTANPUR
DABASBAWANADELHI-
110039,have changedmyname
toSANJAYKAUSHIK.

0040644362-8

II,,RRiinnkkoooo,,WW//oo Sanjeev
Kumar,R/o-D-46, Rama
Vihar,Street.no-10,Durga
Mandir RoadNewDelhi-
81,changedmynameFrom
Rinkoo toRinku. 0040644360-10

II,,RReeeennaaW/oManoj Kumar,R/o
FlatNo-906,9th-Floor,Block-B
Best ResedencyPlotNo-
1,DwarkaSec-19B,Delhi-
75,have changedmyname to
ReenaDrall. 0040644397-3

II,,RRaajjaatt Thakur S/OMadanLal
R/OC-959, SainikColony,
Sector-49, Faridabad-121001,
Haryanahavechangedmy
minor daughterVritika to
Vritika Thakur. 0040644406-4

II,,PPuussppeennddrraaMohan,S/OSuresh
ChandSharma,R/O-7/79,Jwala
Nagar,ShahdaraDelhi-
110032,HaveChangedMy
NameToPushpendra
Mohan,ForAll Purposes.

0040644339-7

II,,PPOOOONNAAMMRANI,W/O-VINOD
HASIJA R/O-390 SAINIKVIHAR
PITAMPURADELHI-
110034,changedmyname to
POONAMHASIJA. 0040644389-2

II,,OOMMPARKASHS/OCHIRANJI
LALR/O695,SAINIMOHALLA,
NANGLOI,DELHI-110041.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
OMPRAKASHGUPTA.

0040644360-6

II,,NNiirrmmaallaaW/o-Kamal SinghR/o:
RZB-74, New Jankipuri, Uttam
Nagar, NewDelhi-110059,Have
ChangedMyName toNirmala
Bisht,for all Purposes.

0040644339-9

II,,NNaazzmmiirraaAraAli Shaikh
AnowarAli,w/oAnowarAli R/o
H.No.1869,First-Floor,
Gali.No.14,Govindpuri-
Extension,NewDelhi-
110019,have changedmyname
toNazmiraAra
Ali,permanently. 0040644397-5

II,,NNaavviinn Kumar s/0 sunder lal r/0-
138 sec-15aescort nagar
faridabad,have changename
toNAWEENKUMARFORALL.

0040644339-6

II,,NNIILLEESSHHKUMARYADAV,S/0
RAJDEVPraSADYADAV,R/0-678
SEC-7,KRISHNACOLGURGOAN
HARYANA,HAVECHANGENAME
TONILESHKUMARFORALL.

0040644339-5

II,,NNAARREENNDDEERR JEET,S/0 Jasbir
Singh r/0 5E 72NIT-FARIDABAD,
HAVEKNOWBYNARENDER
JEETSINGHBABRA,FORALL.

0040644339-4

II,,MMuukkeesshh S/o-OmParkash, Add-
817/18,near babadeshraj
mandir, ghani pura rohtak
haryana-124001,Changedmy
name toMukeshKumar.

0040644362-10

II,,MMeeeennaakksshhii D/o Suresh, R/oB-
11, Second-Floor,Near Som
Bazar, Jagatpuri, East
Delhi,Delhi-110051,have
changedmyname to
Meenakshi Diwaker,for all
purposes. 0040644406-3

II,,MMOOHHDDSALIM,S/OMANZOOR
HUSSAIN,6210, PAKKIGALI
BARAHINDURAODELHI-
110006,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOMOHAMMADSALIM
FORALLPURPOSES.

0040644388-3

II,,KKOOSSHHAALLYYAA//KKAAUUSSHHAALLYYAAW/O
OMPRAKASHGUPTAR/O
695,SAINIMOHALLA,
NANGLOI,DELHI-110041.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
KAUSHALYAGUPTA.

0040644360-5

II,,KKAAPPIILL,,SS//oo SANT
LAL,ADDRESS.WZ-168 SECOND-
FLOOR,GALI.NO.4,LAJWANTI-
GARDEN,NEWDELHI-
110046,CHANGEDMYNAMETO
KAPILKUMAR.THIS IS
REFERENCETOCHANGEOFMY
NAME INMYSONPASSPORT
ISHAANKATARIA.,DATE-OF-
BIRTHCERTIFICATE ISALSO
UPDATEDASPERTHENAME
KAPILKUMARASWELL.

0040644389-7

II,,MamtaD/OArvindKumar, R/o
265,WardNo-18, NearDurga
ShaktiMandir, Tuhi Ram
Colony, Palwal, Haryana-
121102. have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asMamtaChauhan

0070816602-1

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD
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II,,MMrriiggaannkk SheokandandVinay
KumarVerma,R/OG-
115,Jalvayu-Vihar,Sec-
125,NoidaGautamBudh-
nagar,Uttar
pradesh-201301,Lostmy
provisional Allotment-letter
numberKD00011003Dated-
15/02/2010 of Flat.no.KDI-1003,
WishTownKlassic,Jaypee
Greens-Noida, GautamBudh-
nagar, UP.Whomsover return
samewill be rewarded
accordingly. 0040644389-10

II SUBHASHBANSALS/ODESRAJ
BANSALR/OFLATNO-22,
NEELGIRI CGHSLTD, PLOTNO-
45,SECTOR-9, ROHINI, DELHI-
110058, I HADLOST/MISPLACED
ORIGINALALLOTMENT&
POSSESSIONLETTEROFMY
CITEDABOVEFLATANDTHELR
No1056200/2022Dated 07-12-
2022. 0040644307-1

II,, ANILKUMARPANDITAS/O
PUSHKARNATHPANDITAR/O
FLATNO-17, BLOCK-A, THE
LIBERALCGHSLTD, PLOTNO-8,
PASCHIMVIHAR, DELHI, I HAD
LOST/MISPLACEDORIGINAL
SHARECERTIFICATEOFMY
CITEDABOVEFLATANDTHELR
No1056026/2022Dated 07-12-
2022. 0040644307-2

II,, Aditi SinhaD/OManishaSahay
&AlokKumarR/OFlatNoG-
2,618B, Vaishali, Sec-01,
Ghaziabad, UP, 201010, have
lost original safety bond
certificateNo-8348246. Finder
call: 9811395939. 0040644337-1

LOST & FOUND
This is to inform all concerned that
the Demand-cum-Allotment letter
bearing No. F.96(297)98/CL/830
dated 20.03.2003 Plot No. 194,
Pocket-L, PVC Market, Tikri
Kalan, Delhi-110041 have been
lost, if anybody finds the same,
he/she may return the same to me.
The public are hereby cautioned in
dealing with the above and if they
do so, they will be doing so at their
own risk and responsibility. Neeraj
s/o Late Sh. Ram Prasad, A-360,
Nihal Vihar, Nangloi, Delhi-
110041. 9910457826

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients, Shri Krishan Gopal Batra S/o Late
Shri S.R. Batra and Smt. Sumitra Batra W/o Shri
Krishan Gopal Batra both resident of House No.
B-3/47B, DDA Flats, Keshav Puram, Delhi-
110035, do hereby disown and debar their son
Shri Parveen Batra and his wife Smt. Nidhi Batra
from all their movable and immovable properties
and severe all the relations with them due to their
continuous misbehavior & misconduct. It is for
general information that my clients have no
relation or connection of any nature whatsoever
with their son Shri Parveen Batra and his wife
Smt. Nidhi Batra. If anybody deals with them, will
do it at his/her own risk and cost.

Sd/-
(ANSH GOEL)

Advocate
Ch. No. 180, Civil Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO ALL THAT MY CLIENT
MR. GOPAL MOHAN SHARMA S/O SH.
MOHINDER LAL SHARMA R/O H-309, RISHI
NAGAR, RANI BAGH, DELHI-34 PROPRIETOR
OF M/S MANASVI COMMUNICATIONS
HAVING ITS REGD. OFFICE WZ-319, G
FLOOR, RISHI NAGAR, RANI BAGH DELHI-34
HAS NO CONCERN WITH MR. HARDEEP
SINGH S/O BALBIR SINGH R/O H. NO. 74,
1ST FLOOR, PKT-13 SECTOR-20 ROHINI,
DELHI PROPRIETOR OF M/S SAMRAT
COMMUNICATION AS HE IS NOT PART OF MY
CLIENTS FIRM MANSHVI COMMUNICATION.
HENCE MY CLIENT IS NOT RESPONSIBLE/
OBLIGATION FOR ANY ACT OR BUSINESS
ACTIVITY DONE WITH MR. HARDEEP SINGH
IN PAST AND IN FUTURE BY ANY ONE.

Sd/- (B.K.WADHWA)
Advocate

S-19, S-BLOCK Western Wing
Tis Hazari Court Delhi- 110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that I Sachin
Gupta S/o Sh Rajinder Gupta R/o
House No.206 Urban Estate Sector-
14, Part-2 Karnal Haryana Original
allottee of Flat No.385 on First floor
in the Scheme/area of Pocket-GH4
Sector-28, Rohini. The original
documents i.e. Possession letter No.
L/353/(1993)/2011/DDA10/RO,
NOC for Electricity & Water
Connection & Possession Slip of
the above flat have been lost. An
FIR to this effect has been lodged in
the Police station Crime Branch,
New Delhi. Vide LR No.
1059911/2022 dated 08/12/2022.
Any person(s) Claiming any right,
interest, having any objection or
found in possession of the aforesaid
original documents, may
write/contact with above named
person at above address/phone no.
9891951197 within 15 days from
the date of publication of this
notice. The person Claiming any
right, interest, objections with
respect to this property can
personally inform or write to the
Dy.(H)LIG or Director (H-II) D
block 2nd Floor Vikas Sadan
New Delhi.

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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SINCE 1932

LEENAMISRA
AHMEDABAD,DECEMBER8

WITHGUJARAT voting the BJP
backfortheseventhstraighttime,
thiselectionhasmadehistory in
thestate:itgavethepartyover50
per cent of thepopular vote and

the highest
seattallyinthe
House at 150
plus minus a
‘Hindutva
wave’ but at
the same time

making room for anewpolitical
partyintheOppositionspace.
The key takeaways of the

2022electionaretheformidable,
undiminished sway Prime
Minister NarendraModi holds
overhishomestate;thereadiness

CONTINUEDONPAGE10

MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA&AMIL
BHATNAGAR
CHANDIGARH,SHIMLA,
DECEMBER8

OVERTHEpast37years,thevot-
ers of Himachal Pradesh have
neverreturnedagovernmentto
power. On Thursday, tradition
triumphed over ambition once
againastherulingBJPwasvoted
out, despite rolling out a galaxy
of national leaders ledbyPrime

Minister Narendra Modi — a
popular figure in the statewho
called it his “second home”.
Instead,theCongressgotaclean
majority with 40 of 68 seats,
leaving 25 for the BJP and three
for Others, even though the
partyhadreceivedlittlesupport
from its central leadership and
was facingacrisisof leadership.
The margin was close in

terms of vote share— less than
onepercentseparatedCongress
(43.9%) and the BJP (43%) —

CONTINUEDONPAGE10

MANOJCG,LIZMATHEW
&LEENAMISRA
NEWDELHI, AHMEDABAD,
DECEMBER8

RIDING THE popularity of
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
who spearheaded his party’s
high-octane campaign in
Gujarat, theBJP swept aside all
opposition Thursday to return
topowerat theheadof arecord
landslide in his home state
where ithasnever lost anelec-
tion since 1995.
Resultsofelectiontothe182-

memberGujaratAssemblygave
the BJP 156 seats, bettering the
1985recordof theCongressun-
derMadhavsinhSolankiwhenit
won149seats,andtheBJP’sown
best of 127 seats in 2002when
ModiwasChiefMinister.

CONTINUEDONPAGE10

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

PM hails mandate,
says time to bring
down the faultlines

GUJARATGIVESBJP ITSSEVENTHANDBIGGESTWIN: 156OUTOF182SEATS

It’s a sweep and a record
BJPvotedbacktopower inGujaratat theheadof a landslide, losesHimachalPradeshtoCongress

Behind surge:
Modi 2022,
Modi 2024,
missing Cong

HIMACHALPRADESH

VOTESHARE(IN%)
CONG

43.9
(41.68)

BJP

43.0
(48.79)

Others

13.1 (9.53)

Figures inparenthesisare for2017;
2022data isasof8pm,December8

FINALTALLY
(SEATS:68)

2022 2017
Congress 40 21
BJP 25 44
Others 3 3

With 12.9%, AAP
enters House
and becomes a
national party

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD,DECEMBER8

IN THE run-up to the Gujarat
elections, AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwalheldupapieceofpaper
on which he had purportedly
noted down his poll forecast —
and said the AAPwill form the
governmentinthestate.Heeven

CONTINUEDONPAGE10

Jobs to pension to price
rise pushed Cong ahead

GUJARAT

DECISION

2022
GUJARAT

VOTESHARE(IN%)

FINALTALLY
(SEATS:182)

2022 2017
BJP 156 99

Congress 17 77

AAP 5 0

Others 4 6

BJP

52.50
(49.05)

CONG

27.28
(42.97)

Others

7.3 (7.88)
AAP

12.92
(0.10)
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THERE IS a higher percentage of
councillorswithseriouscriminal
cases in the newly elected
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
thistermascomparedtothelast,
ananalysisbytheAssociationfor
DemocraticReformsshows.
Amongthecouncillorswhose

affidavitswere analysedbyADR
in 2017, 5% faced serious cases.
Thisyear, theproportionis8%.
ADR analysed the affidavits

filed by 248 of 250winners this
year. In 2017, it analysed 266 of
270winners.Dataonsomewin-
ning candidates could not be
analysed as the affidavits avail-
ablewerenotcompleteorlegible.
Seriouscasesincludecharges

ofmurder, rape, assault, bribery
etc.
The report also includes the

worth of assets owned by the
winners.Ofthe248winners,67%
are crorepatis, and in 2017, this
numberwas51%.
Assets include houses, land,

cars, jewelleryetc.
Average assets perwinning

candidatefor104BJPcandidates
isRs5.29crore, for132AAPcan-
didates, it is Rs 3.56 crore, nine
Congress candidates have aver-
age assets worth Rs 4.09 crore
and three independent candi-
dates have average assetsworth
Rs5.53crore.
TheBJPhadthehighestnum-

ber of winners — 82 of 104 —
whoseworthwasoverRs1crore;
followed by 77 out of 132 from
AAP,andsixoutofninefromthe
Congress.
The report states thatmost

winnerswere in the age bracket
of 41 to50, followedbythe31to
40bracket.Twowinnerswerebe-
low the age of 25, and tenwere
betweentheageof61and70.

Most of the winners’ (87)
highest degreewas graduation,
and of these 20were working
professionals.Thehighestqualifi-
cationof58winnerswasClassXII.
Onewinnerhadadoctorate,and
twowereilliterate.

The proportion ofwomen in
the newMCDhas remained al-
mostthesame.Whilein2017,139
out of 266werewomen (52%),
thisyear132outof248(53%)are
women.Onetransgendercandi-
datefromAAPalsowon.
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PARTYGETS13%VOTESHARE INGUJARAT

GAYATHRIMANI
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER8

AFRESH,credible faceoraDelhi
eliteoutoftouchwithgroundre-
alities?AsEastDelhiMPGautam
Gambhirmakes apush for state
BJP leadership,particularlyafter
theperformanceofhisLokSabha
constituencyintheMCDpolls,he
will face tough challenges from
withinthestateunit.
While theBJP lost therace to

theAAP,managingtotakehome
104 of 250 seats, its ward-wise
performanceinDelhi'ssevenLok
Sabhaconstituencies,eachruled
by a BJPMP, paints an uneven
picture. Itperformedthebest in
Gambir's constituency of East
Delhi,winning22of36wards—
over 61%. The BJP performance
wasnext best in LokSabha con-
stituenciesunderHarshVardhan
(Chandni Chowk) and Manoj
Tiwari (NortheastDelhi).
From Gambhir’s camp, the

message is clear. "Hewants to
take Arvind Kejriwal head on in
the2025Assemblyelections,and
that'spossibleonlyifhehasam-
pletimetoworktill then,”saida
sourceclosetohim.
Sourcesclosetohimalsosaid

that BL Santhosh, BJP's national
general secretary (org), who
closelyoversawtheparty'sDelhi
campaign, called Gambhir on
Wednesdaynight.
"Once(HomeMinister)Amit

ShahisbackinDelhi,wewillim-
press upon him to consider let-
tingGambhirtakethereinsofthe
DelhiBJP," saidasource.
Sourcesclosetohiminsisted

that other senior leaders in the
party have all had their shot at
leadership positionswithin the
Delhi unit, but the party has
struggled to performoutside of
theLokSabhapolls."Itistimefor

themtomoveaside,perhapsinto
mentorship roles, and let some-
oneyoungtakecontrol,"hesaid,
explainingthatGambhir's"clean
image"will be an asset in chal-
lengingKejriwal.
However, Gambhir’s ambi-

tionsarelikelytorunintostiffop-
position. One senior leader said
the “tall claims fromGambhir's
office”were “just false”. “Senior
party leaders likeAmit Shahare
busy in Gujarat andHimachal...
In fact, during theMCDcouncil-
lors’ticketmeet,hepushedfor10
ticketsforhiscandidates.Hadthe
party listened to him, it would
haveseenagreatlossinthecon-
stituency,”hesaid.
He added, "In the last polls,

thepartywon29seatsfromEast
Delhi. BJP has always had a
stronghold in Jamuna Paar and
Shahdra, thanks to leaders like
Harish Singh, Manoj Tiwari,
Kuljeet Chahal, OP Sharma and
VirendraSachdeva.”
Another leader said the “BJP

willbecomeCongressifGambhir
is given the Delhi leadership”.
“He is an elite politicianwhose
facelooksgoodinthemedia,but

onthegroundheisnottheman.
Even during the campaign, he
only participated in big road-
showsalongsidethecentralmin-
isters but did not even attend
public meetings. How will a
leader,whowassoinvestedinhis
cricketing ties during the entire
civic polls, handle the entire na-
tional capital? The city needs a
facewho can bring a revolution
ontheground,notonsocialme-
dia throughaPRteam."
Seniorpartyleadersalsosaid

aninternalreportofthepartyhas
shownthatMPswhopushedfor
tickets to their own candidates
performed poorly. "Ramesh
Bidhuri, Meenakshi Lekhi and
evenDelhiBJPchiefAdeshGupta
gave tickets to their candidates
andamajorityofthemlost.Only
thoseseatswherethepartysug-
gested candidates, like in East
Delhi, didwe dowell,” said one
leader.
Gambhir himself has been

criticaloftheperformanceofthe
BJP'sDelhiunitinthepast.Before
the polls, at The Indian Express
IdeaExchangeevent,hehadsaid:
"Weneedtocomeoutinabetter

way and tell peoplewhat good
has been done by theMCD and
thesevenBJPMPs.Unfortunately,
wearen’tabletocreatethatnar-
rative forwhatever reason. The
MCDelectionsarenotgoingtobe
easy and I accept that.Weneed
togoonthegroundandtellpeo-
ple what has happened.
Otherwise, wewon’t be able to
reset thenarrative."
And followingWednesday's

results, he tweeted: "Thanks to
allworkersofEastDelhi.Thisvic-
tory is neither of theMP, nor of
anyMLA, nor of any corporator.
Thisisvictoryofyourhardwork.
Our workers are our strength.
Kudostotheorganisation."
On theground,Gambhirhas

taken a keen interest in three
projects in particular — a com-
munitykitchento feedthepoor,
reducing the height of the
Ghazipurlandfill,andapublicli-
brary. Speaking at the Idea
Exchange,hehadsaid:"Thereare
someverygoodmomentsinmy
politicalcareer...Beitclearingthe
Ghazipur landfill, the develop-
ment of the Yamuna Sports
Complex or the community
kitchenswherewe serve 3,000
peopleeverydayatRe1,ithasall
beenverysatisfying.Weopened
alibraryandthekitchensatwhat
usedtobeagarbagedump.Tobe
honest,wehaven’ttakenasingle
permission fromanyone. And if
tomorrow the existing party in
Delhiwants to demolish it, they
havetheright todoso. Ifwehad
to take permission, then we
would have just been tangled
and not have been able to feed
thousandsofpeopleorsetupthe
library. People shouldcomeand
see what we’ve created, espe-
ciallythelibrary.Itisprobablythe
best in Indiawith10,000books,
is centrally air-conditioned and
hascomputerswithWi-Fi."

MALLICAJOSHI
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER8

AYEARafteritwon28seatsinits
maidenelectioninDelhi,theAam
Aadmi Party decided to go na-
tional, fielding candidates from
432 out of 543 Lok Sabha seats.
While it managed to win four
seatsinPunjab,partychiefArvind
Kejriwal’s national ambitions
werecalledmisplaced,especially
keeping inmind that the party
was formed less than two years
ago.
On Thursday, with voters in

GujaratgivingAAPalmost13%of
the vote share, and five seats,
Kejriwalissettobecomethehead
of a national party, the ninth in
thecountry.
In a video address on

Thursday, Kejriwal thanked the
peopleofGujaratformakingAAP
anationalparty.

“PeopleofGujarathavemade
AAP anational party today. This
isaverybigthing.Thereareonly
ahandfulofnationalpartiesinthe
country.AAPwasformedamere
10 years ago. It is a young party.
Today, that party has formed a
governmentintwostates.When
peoplehearthis,theyareamazed.
Iwould like to thank the people
of Gujarat. The love, respect and
trust Igot fromyouhasindebted
metoyouforlife…GujaratisaBJP
bastion.We have succeeded in
finding a chink. Somany of you
trustedus inourmaidenassem-
bly selection there. Next time,
perhaps,wewillwin,”hesaid.
InAAP’scase,toberecognised

asanationalparty,itneededtobe
recognisedinfourstates.
That condition is fulfilled if it

has at least a 6% vote share and
two MLAs in four states. In
Gujarat, winning five seats and
gettinga13%votesharehastaken

the party past that mark. The
otherstateswhereitisrecognised
are Delhi, Punjab and Goa.
According to senior party lead-
ers, theyalwaysknewthatwin-
ninginGujaratwasatallask,but
the party fought strongly on all
fronts tomakesure it securedat

least a 6% vote share. They even
divertedattentionfromtheDelhi
municipalpolls, hoping that the
work done by its Delhi govern-
ment in the past eight years
would help it pass the halfway
mark.
“In Gujarat, where BJP has

beeninpowerfordecades,weal-
waysknewthefightwouldbeex-
tremely tight.While every elec-

tionwecontest istowin,wealso
fought to become a national
party.The6%voteshareandtwo
seats was a goal always in our
sights,”saidaseniorpartyleader.
“It isnot thebenefit thatAAP

wasparticularlyafter.Butthefact
is that being recognised as a na-
tionalpartyonly10yearsafterbe-
ing formed is a clear indication
that we are here to stay.
Oppositionleadershavecalledus
one-trickponies,theyhavecalled
us a party that can onlywin in
Delhi. We have proved them
wrong. Our national ambition is
nothidden fromanyone.Weare
inelectoralpoliticstochangehow
thingsarerunandwehaveforced
other parties to fight elections
based on narratives set by us—
those of education, health and
work,”anotherAAPleadersaid.
In Thursday’s address,

Kejriwal too spoke about the
change theyhavebroughtabout

in politics. “We ran a positive
campaign.We showcased our
modelofdevelopmentasitexists
inDelhiandPunjab.This iswhat
makes us different from other
parties.Tillnow,thiscountrysaw
elections being contested on
caste,violenceandreligion-based
politics.Forthefirsttime,aparty
spoke about issues of people,
makingthecountrynumber1,bi-
jli-paani-sadak,”hesaid.
Addressing AAPworkers in

Gujarat, Kejriwal said, “We are
honestpeople,wehaveintegrity
andwe have tomaintain it… I
congratulate all partyworkers
whoworkedsohard.Restforalit-
tlewhile,butafterthat,getbackto
work.Electionswillcomeandgo,
butweareinpoliticstoservepeo-
ple.Thatserviceshouldnotstop.”
“Serveyourcommunitiesand

villageevenifyoudon’tgetvotes.
If youwork,voteswill come.But
don’tworkjustforvotes,”hesaid.

As Gambhir looks at wider role in
Delhi BJP, road paved with challenges

While theBJP lost theracetotheAAP, itsward-wise
performance insevenLokSabhaconstituenciesruledby
BJPMPspaintsanunevenpicture.Archive

InAAP’scase, toberecognisedasanationalparty, itneeded
toberecognised infourstates.AmitMehra
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A DELHI court Thursday granted bail to former
CongressMLAAsifMohammadKhan,whowas ac-
cusedofmanhandlingandabusingapoliceofficeron
dutyinShaheenBaghonNovember25.
Additional Sessions JudgeAnujAggarwal noted

thatKhanwasincustodysinceNovember26andwas
notrequiredforfurtherinvestigation.“TheMCDpolls
areoverandthereisnopossibilityoftheapplicantdis-
turbinglawandorderinthelocality,”thecourtsaid.
TheformerMLA,whosedaughterAribaKhanwon

theAbulFazalEnclavewardintheMCDelections,was
grantedbailonfurnishingapersonalbondofRs50,000
withasuretyof thelikeamount.Thecourtwarnedif
Khancommits abreachof any condition, theprose-
cutionwasatlibertytoseekcancellationofhisbail.
SenioradvocateRameshGupta,whoappearedfor

Khan,hadarguedthattherewasamaterialchangein
thecircumstancessincetheMCDelectionswereover.
Guptaarguedthattheapprehensionofthepolicethat
ifhewasreleasedhewoulddisturbthelawandorder
situationwasnotafactoranymoreindecidinghisbail.
OnNovember30, ametropolitanmagistratede-

niedKhanbailstatingthathisactionsagainstthepo-
licehad“anadversesocietalimpact”whichhas“detri-
mentaleffectsonthepolice-communityrelationship”.
According to police, the incident took place on

November25atShaheenBagh’sTayyabMasjidwhen
Khanallegedlymanhandledapoliceofficerwhoasked
himifhehadpermission fromElectionCommission
to address apublic gathering. Khan’s lawyers, how-
ever,allegedhehadvisitedtheareaafterhearingnews
thatAAP candidate allegedly haveRs 50,000 to the
Imamofthemosque withapleatovoteforthem.

Day after daughter
won poll, ex-Cong
MLA granted bail

DUtohold
CUETforPG
admissions
New Delhi: The stage is
setforDelhiUniversityto
introduce the Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET) for postgraduate
admissions from next
yearwiththeuniversity’s
Executive Council clear-
ing a proposal for this
Thursday.Aten-member
committeeconstitutedto
“suggest a strategy” for
postgraduateadmissions
from 2023-2024 had
madearecommendation
thatCUET-PGessentially
replace the existing DU
entrance test.

Caseagainst
Saifinot
malicious:
CopstoHC
New Delhi: The Special
Cell of the Delhi Police
toldtheDelhiHighCourt
Thursday that its case
against United Against
Hate member Khalid
Saifi under the UAPA is
not “malicious”, and the
invocationof theActhas
been tested by courts on
variousoccasions.Prasad
arguedthattosaytheor-
dinarylawwascapableof
handlingthecaseandthe
“police invoked UAPA
maliciously” is not the
rightargument.

Girls ingovt
schoolstoget
trainingin
self-defence
New Delhi: A three-
month-longself-defence
programmeforgirlsisset
to be introduced in all
government schools in
Delhi. The training pro-
gramme called ‘Rani
Laxmi Bai Atma Raksha
Parikshan’ will be
launched in all schools
runby theDirectorate of
Education, New Delhi
MunicipalCouncil,Delhi
Cantonment Board, and
theDepartmentofSocial
Welfare schools.ENS

BRIEFLY

Age No.of
bracket winners
21-24 2
25-30 13
31-40 69
41-50 94
51-60 60
61-70 10

MCDWINNERS’PROFILES

PARTY-WISESERIOUS
CRIMINALCASES:

AAP 12(9%)
BJP 6(6%)
Congress 0(0%)

Illiterate 2
ClassV 12
ClassVIII 25
ClassX 31
ClassXII 58
Graduate 67
Graduateprofessionals 20
Postgraduate 28
Doctorate 1
Diploma 4

EDUCATIONQUALIFICATIONS

AVERAGEassetsper104
BJPwinningcandidatesis
Rs5.29 cr,132AAP
candidatesisRs3.56cr,9
CongcandidatesisRs4.09cr
and3independent
candidates is Rs5.53Crore

OF248winningcandidates
analysed,132(53%)are
women,andone
transgendercandidate from
AAP(Bobi)haswonfrom
Sultanpuri-Award

ASSOCIATION FORDEMOCRATIC REFORMSREPORT

More with criminal records won
MCD seats this time round: ADR
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ANATIONAL party has the
right to a reserved symbol
foritscandidatescontesting
fromacrossthecountry.The
partyisalsoentitledtoland
orabuildingforitsnational
headquarters. Candidates
fromnational parties need
only one proposer to file
nominationsasopposedto
twoforothers.Theyalsoget
dedicatedbroadcastslotson
Doordarshan andAll India
Radio during the general
elections.

National
party
privileges

AAP’s national ambition gets national party stamp
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BJPwins,Congress
wins,andAAPbecomes
anationalparty
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

AmilBhatnagar, LeenaMishra,Liz
Matthew,andManojCGdiscussGujarat
andHimanchalassemblyelectionsand
theirnational impact
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DRFARHATKhan,whoauthored
thebookCollectiveViolenceand
Criminal Justice System,was on
Thursdayhandedanarrestnotice
and given bail on spot by the
MadhyaPradeshPolicewhileshe
wasundergoingdialysisataPune
hospital.
“Thecontroversialauthorwas

handedthearrestnoticewhileshe
wasundergoingdialysisinahos-
pital in Pune,” HomeMinister
NarottamMishra said Thursday,
whilespeakingtoreporters.
Themovecomesfivedaysaf-

ter an FIRwas registered against
Khanandthreeothersforhurting
religioussentimentsbasedonthe

complaintmadebyLuckyAdiwal,
a student of New Indore Law
College,whoisalsoaffiliatedwith
the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad(ABVP).
In his complaint to Bhawar

Kuanpolicestation,Adiwalhadal-
legedthatthecontentofthebook
projected theHinducommunity
and Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) in a poor light and
promotedenmity.
“WehadformedteamsbutDr

FarhatKhanhadlockedherhome
and left.Wehad learnt that she
was undergoing dialysis in
Sendhwaandthenshewasfinally
handedoverthearrestnoticeina
hospitalinPunethismorning.She
was given bail on spot,” Deputy
CommissionerofPolice,Zone4,R
KSinghtoldTheIndianExpress.

Author arrested by MP Police
at hospital in Pune, gets bail

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

THE DELHI High Court on
Thursdaygrantedbail to former
Mumbai police commissioner
SanjayPandey inamoneylaun-
dering case related to illegal
phone-tappingofNationalStock
Exchange (NSE) employees be-
ing probed by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED).
Allowinghisbailapplication,

a single-judge bench of Justice
JasmeetSinghobservedthat“no
scheduledoffenceis,primafacie,
made out and therefore, there
cannotbeproceedsofcrimehav-
ing been generated”. Scheduled
offences are those specified un-
der the schedule of the
PreventionofMoneyLaundering
Act(PMLA). It isaprerequisiteto
initiatePMLAproceedings.
Onprivacy, however, Justice

Singh observed that “tapping
phone lines or recording calls
withoutconsentisabreachofpri-
vacy”. The court said the right to
privacyasenshrinedunderArticle
21of theConstitution “demands
thatphonecallsarenotrecorded”.
Pandey is being probed by

theEDandtheCentralBureauof
Investigation (CBI), which have
allegedthatiSECServicesPrivate
Ltd.,acompanyfoundedbyhim,
had illegally tappedMTNL lines
of the NSE from 2009 to 2017
and recorded calls of several of-
ficialswithouttheirknowledge.
The ED alleged that the call

monitoringwascarriedoutwith-
outpermissionof thecompetent
authorityunderIndianTelegraph
Act, 1885, andRs 4.54 crorewas
paidbytheNSEtothefirmin2017
forthispurpose,whichtheEDsaid
became"proceedsofcrime".
In July, theCBIhadregistered

anFIRagainstPandeyfor“crimi-
nalconspiracy”readwith"crim-
inalbreachof trustbypublicser-
vant” and “cheating and
dishonestly inducing delivery of
property” of the Indian Penal
Code, provisions of the
Information Technology Act,
2000, the Indian Telegraph
Act,1885 and Prevention of
Corruption Act,1988. Based on
thisFIR,theEDproceededagainst
Pandey under the Prevention of
MoneyLaunderingAct (PMLA).
TheHC,however,heldthatin

the case before it, the recording
ortappingofphonelinesbyiSEC
wasnotanactionoftheState.The
courtsaidalthoughtheactoftap-
ping and recording phone calls
without consent of the person
concernedcanbepenalisedun-
dervarioussectionsoftheIndian
Telegraph Act, the offences un-
der the said statutes are not
scheduled offences for a case to
bemadeoutunderPMLA.
Rejecting the prosecution's

case,theHCsaidtherearenoalle-
gationsthatthedatafromthepre-
recordedcallswereused for any
purposeotherthanpreparationof
the callmonitoring reports and
thatthemoneypaidtoiSECbyNSE
were either “embezzled” or “si-
phonedoff”or“misappropriated”.
The court said the prosecu-

tionfailedtosatisfytheelements
of criminal breachof trust since
“there is not even a whisper
thereinofanymisappropriation
of property”.

Former
Mumbai
police
chief Sanjay
Pandey

NSEPHONE-TAPPINGCASE

Mumbai ex-top cop
gets bail, HC says no
‘scheduled offence’

claimed that the Intelligence
BureauhadpredictedanAAPgov-
ernment. The party's final tally
Thursdaywas sobering: five of
182seats.
TheglimmerforAAP,itslead-

ers said, is the12.9-per cent vote
share, five seats in theHouse --
and that it hademergedas ana-
tional party (six per cent vote
shareinatleastfourstates:Delhi,
Punjab,GoaandnowGujarat). In
several of the 34 seatswhere it
camesecond,itpolledover20per
centof thevote.
Mostoftheparty'scandidates

were first-time contestants, and
theparty'stallyincludedtwoseats
thatwerepreviouslyheldbyBJP,
oneby theBharatiyaTribal Party
(BTP)andtwobytheCongress.
Among the wins, AAP’s

Bhupendra Bhayani upstaged
HarshadkumarRibadiyawhohad
wonfortheCongressin2017with
over 81,000votes and contested
on a BJP ticket this time in
Visavadar.Bhayanipolled66,000
votes(45percentvoteshare).
Visavadarwasheldbyformer

ChiefMinisterKeshubhaiPatelfor
eight years, between 1995 and
2002.Patelhadbeenelectedagain
fromthisseatin2012asaGujarat
ParivartanPartycandidate.
Similarly,inJamjodhpur,AAP’s

Hemantbhai Ahir toppled
Congress’ChiragKalariyawhohad
won in2017with47per cent of
voteshare.Thistime,Ahirgrabbed
47per centof vote share, leaving
Kalariya behind at secondwith
aroundninepercentofvoteshare.
The BJP-held seats of

Gariadhar andBotadwere taken
by AAP’s Sudhir Vaghani and
UmeshMakwana,respectively.In
Botad,wheretheBJPwonin2017
byjust900votes,AAPrecordeda
much better margin of 2,779
votes.
AAP’s Chaitar Vasava also

scriptedadefinitivewininthere-
served ST seat of Dediapada,
whichwas earlier held by BTP
leaderMaheshVasava.Vasavadid
notcontest this timeandChaitar
wonwith55percentof thevote
share,polling1.03lakhvotes.
Inmost of the 34other seats

where AAP emerged second, it
endedbehindtheBJP.
In three of these seats --

Choryasi,MajuraandValsad--the
BJPwonwith amarginof over 1
lakhvotes.But inChoryasi,AAP's
PrakashbhaiContractormanaged
to grab 15 per cent of the vote
shareevenastheCongress’sshare
fell from24 per cent in 2017 to
eightpercent.
Inseveraloftheseseats,AAP’s

entry directly impacted the
Congress, especially in some re-

servedconstituencies,andpolled,
on an average, over 20% of the
votes.
■ In Bhiloda, AAP’s Rupsibhai
Bhagorapolled61,628voteswith
a29.74percentvoteshare.In2017,
theCongresshadwonfromhere
with49.26percentofvoteshare,
which dipped to 20.67 per cent
thistime.
■ InChhotaUdepur,AAP’sArjun
Rathvamanaged 25 per cent of
the vote share even as the
Congressdippedfrom46percent
in2017to26percent.
■ In Chotila, a similar scenario
pannedout--AAPgrabbed27per
cent of vote share while the
Congressdippedfrom52percent
in2017,whenithadwon,to26per
cent.
■ In the reserved ST seat of
Dahod,AAPmanaged20percent
of the vote share while the
Congressfellfrom52percentfive
yearsagoto26percent.
■ InDhoraji, theCongress'win-
ningvote share in2017of 52per
centwitnessed a drop to 35per
cent asAAPgrabbed19per cent.
AAPfinishedthirdhere.
■ IntheSTseatofDharampur,the
vote shares of BJP andCongress
werehitbyAAP.TheBJP,whichre-
peatedArvindPatel as its candi-
date,sawitssharedipfrom53per
centto42percent.WiththeAAP
grabbing25percentofvoteshare,
theCongressdippedfrom41per
centin2017to17percent.
■ In the reserved SC seat of
Gadhada, where Congress'
PravinbhaiMarumanagedawin-
ning vote share of 50per cent in
2017, theparty dipped to 22per
cent.Here,theAAPgrabbed27per
cent of vote share. The BJPwon,
increasing its share from43per
centto47percent.
■ In theST seatof Garbada,AAP
took23percentof thevoteshare
even as the Congress' winning
share of 50 per cent last time
dippedto23percent.TheBJPin-
creaseditssharefrom37percent
to42percent,winningtheseat.
AAP state president Gopal

Italia, who lost fromKatargam,
said,“Afterthissmallstepofsend-
ing five MLAs to the Gujarat
Assembly,wewillwork hard to
takeabigleapinthenextelections
andmakeourpartystronger.”
Italia also thanked voters for

becoming“amediumtomakeus
anationalpoliticalparty”,andsaid
that his party had got "over 40
lakh votes". "Our candidates
foughtbravelyagainstrivalswho
werebackedbygovernmentma-
chinery and financially strong
people,”hesaid.

(WITHKAMAALSAIYED
INSURAT)

ofasectionofthevoterstoaccept
an“outsider,”andtherejectionof
thefatiguedCongress.
Many leaders in the BJP, in-

cluding Union HomeMinister
Amit Shah, had dismissed the
AamAadmi Party arguing that
Gujarat nevermade space for a
third front and that the fight
would be confined to BJP vs
Congress. OnDecember 5, after
thepollsgotover, stateBJPpresi-
dentCRPaatilhadtoldTheIndian
Express that theAAP “wouldnot
getasingleseat.”ButtheAAPwon
five seats, two of themwrested
fromtheBJP, two fromCongress,
all in ruralSaurashtra, thepenin-
sularbeltthathasdeterminedthe
political trajectory of Gujarat. Its
fifth seat came incentralGujarat
whereitdefeatedtheincumbent
BharatiyaTribalPartycandidate.
Modiremainedtheoverarch-

ingfigureinthe2017andthe2022
campaigns. The last time, the
Patidarquotaagitationanddisen-

chantment in the agrarian com-
munity had worked to the
Congress's advantage. This time,
helinkedtheAssemblyvictoryas
anecessaryvehicle forhis return
asPrimeMinisterin2024–andit
struckmanyachord.
ThattheAAPsplittheanti-BJP

vote in 2022, can only be the
Congress'sbestalibiforshrinking
sodrastically to just 17 seats and
voteshareto27.3%from41%.
Theelectionalso isan indica-

tor of the Gujarati voter being
open to new, strong, and young
leaders,notwithstandingtheirpo-
litical affiliations. Hardik Patel,
AlpeshThakor, JigneshMevani--
whowerethefaceoftheCongress
victory in2017 --won in spite of
circumstancesnotfavouringthem
withintheirrespectiveparties.
AsdidAnantPatelwholedthe

protests against the Par Tapi
NarmadaYojanaandDhavalsinh
Zala, a BJP rebelwhowon as an
Independent,apartfromtheAAP

nominees,whowere allmaking
a debut. A top BJP leader from
Ahmedabadwhile agreeing that
“onmany seats the BJPwonbe-
cause AAP split the Congress
votes”, adds that the saffron
party's cadreswere also “stirred
upby theAAP's aggressive cam-
paign”,evenifthepartycriticised
itas“freebies”.
“Theykeptuswatchful,orwe

couldhavebecomecomplacent,
giventhattheCongresscampaign
wassofeeble”,saysthispartyvet-
eran,creditingthe“pagecommit-
tees.”
BJP leaders also say that al-

though thepartyhaddissidence
withinandsulkingformerminis-
terswhoweredroppedfromthe
contest,thepartyfixedallitspain
pointswith “Modi's 30 election
rallies,andShah'smicromanage-
ment.”
For theCongress, eventhe fig

leaffell,withtribalsrejectingit,its
stalwartslosinganditsvoteshare

fallingtoitslowestever.
In the remotest tribal villages

of south and northern Gujarat,
“Kejriwal”andhispromiseof“free
electricity,freehealthcareandfree
education”was a talking point,
wheretheCongress'sRs500-LPG
bottlewasn't.
Onatleast30seats, itwasthe

AAPthatrankedNumbertwo,dis-
lodging theGrandOld Party, al-
thoughitsfourtopleaders,includ-
ingitsstatepresidentGopalItalia
anditschiefministerialcandidate
IsudanGadhvi, lost.
According to a Congress

leader, “Rajasthan chiefminister
Ashok Gehlot who was put in
chargeofGujaratcouldneverre-
placeleaderslikethelateAhmed
Patel, whowas amaster strate-
gist”.Ifthepartygavesomecredit
toRahulGandhi for its41.44per-
cent voteshare in 2017, even he
wasmissing inaction this time–
on a yatra that failed to find any
echohere.

PM says time to bring down the faultlines
The Congresswas a distant

second with 17 seats, the AAP
scored5ondebutandOthersac-
countedfortheremaining4seats.
But the BJP lost Himachal

PradeshtotheCongressandChief
Minister JairamThakur resigned
afterconcedingdefeat–thestate
hasnotreturnedanyrulingparty
topowersince1985.
In the House of 68, the

Congresswon40seatswhile the
BJPtrailedwith25.TheAAPfailed
toopen its account and three in-
dependents took the remaining
threeseats.
Even in defeat, the BJPman-

aged to secure a vote shareof 43
per cent,marginally lower than
the43.9percentof theCongress
– a point underlined by Prime
MinisterModi andBJPpresident
JPNaddawho,while accepting
theHimachal Pradeshmandate,
said thedifferencewas less than
1%.
AddressingBJPworkers,who

hadgathered at theparty head-
quarters in New Delhi for the
Gujaratvictorycelebrations,Modi
said, “Gujarat ne toh kamaal kar
diya(Gujarathasdonewonders).”
India’s future, he said, lies in

“bringingdownthefaultlines”,not
by“promotingthefaultlines”.He
attributed thewin inGujarat to
the party’s focus on “develop-
ment”.
“TheBJPhasgotthemandate

ofthepeopleatatimewhenIndia
hasenteredtheAmritKaal. Ithas
the support of the poor, Dalit,
Adivasi,theexploited.Peoplehave
voted for BJP because it has the

strengthandabilitytotakebigde-
cisions, strongdecisions…I con-
gratulateNaddaji,allBJPworkers
and the people of Gujarat. I had
told people to breakNarendra’s
record…all records have been
broken. Gujarat’s people have
scriptedhistory. This is unprece-
dented. People rose above caste,
community, all kinds of division
tovotefortheBJP,”hesaid.
Union Defence Minister

Rajnath Singh andGujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel cred-
ited the PrimeMinister for the
party’s“historicvictory”.
Gujarat BJP president C R

PaatilsaidBhupendraPatelwould
continueasChiefMinisterandthe
swearing-inceremonywouldbe
heldonDecember12.
Partysourcessaidthemessage

that theBJPwill take fromthese
electionsisthatitshouldkeepthe
focusonstrengtheningtheorgan-
isation,booth-levelupward.
“Prime Minister, (Home

Minister) Amit Shah andNadda
have been repeatedly asserting
thatonlyastrongorganisationcan
bringthepartybacktopowerand
retain dominance,” a BJP leader
said.
Before the 2024 Lok Sabha

polls,therearecrucialelectionsin
the states, among them
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh.
While theBJPhas been focusing
on the organisation inMadhya
Pradesh, it will now turn to its
other stateunits aswell, sources
said.“Withmicromanagementat
theboothlevelprovingtobeasuc-

cess formula, the thrust of the
party’s electioneeringwill be on
that,”theleadersaid.
Modi’smessage after the re-

sultsalsoechoedthat.Totheparty
workers in Gujarat, Modi, in a
Twitterpost,said,“Iwanttosay–
each of you is a champion! This
historicwinwouldneverbepos-
siblewithouttheexceptionalhard
workofourKaryakartas,whoare
therealstrengthofourParty.”
“ThankyouGujarat.Iamover-

comewitha lotof emotionssee-
ing thephenomenal election re-
sults. People blessed thepolitics
of development andat the same
timeexpressedadesirethatthey
wantthismomentumtocontinue
atagreaterpace.IbowtoGujarat’s
JanShakti,”hesaid.
OnHimachalPradesh,hesaid:

“I thank thepeople of Himachal
Pradeshfortheaffectionandsup-
port for the BJP. We will keep
workingtofulfiltheaspirationsof
thestateandraisepeople’sissues
inthetimestocome.”
For the Congress, there are

many takeaways. Although
Himachal Pradesh is small, the
partyhaswonaHindi-speaking
stateafter fouryears–andbreak
itscycleofdefeats.
Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo

Yatra,onwhichthepartyisspend-
ingall its energyand focusing all
itsattention,hashadlittleimpact
on the elections. Rather, the
Himachal Pradesh verdict has
provedthatalocalisedcampaign
wastheantidotetoModi’shighly
personalisedcampaign.
The Congress campaign in

Himachal was centred around
promises to restore the Old
PensionScheme(OPS),creationof
onelakhjobstotapintotheanxi-
etiesoftheyouthoverlackofjobs
and the Agniveer recruitment
scheme, and financial assistance
ofRs1,500toeverywomaninthe
state.
AICC general secretary

PriyankaGandhiVadra led from
thefrontandthepartyrolledout
a disciplined campaign around
themanifesto themes. This, de-
spitethefactthatthepartydidnot
have a charismatic face in the
state. In fact, theCongresshasno
leaderwith apan-Himachal ap-
peal.
And the near identical vote

share that the BJP hasmanaged
signalthatitstillhastremendous
appealamongpeopleinthestate
anditcanbouncebackinthegen-
eral elections if the Congress is
complacent.
TheCongress’s Gujarat cam-

paignmaywellbecomeanexam-
ple of how not to approach an
election–incompletecontrastto
the party’sHimachal campaign.
The decimation of the party in
Gujaratshowsitcannottakeeven
theOppositionspaceforgranted.
Itwentintotheelectionswithout
apropernarrativeandcampaign
theme.
The lackof visibility and seri-

ousness of the Congress helped
theAAPcreateanarrativethatthe
Congresswas in no position to
challengetheBJP.Theresult:AAP
managed to secure 12.9 percent
of thevoteshareand5seats.

● With 12.9%, AAP enters House and
becomes a national party

● Behind surge: Modi 2022, Modi 2024, missing Cong

butthe15-seatgapproveddeci-
sive.While the BJP's vote share
fellfrom48.8percentinthe2017
elections,theCongressmarkeda
marginalgainfrom42.7percent
fiveyearsago.
This time, severalkey factors

worked against the BJP and in
favour of the Congress -- from
concernsoverprice riseandun-
employment, the threatof rebel
candidates,andresentmentover
the new Agniveer scheme for
military recruitment, to the
Congress'promiseofrevertingto

the old pension scheme and its
focusonmicro issues.
Numberingover2 lakh, state

employees form a formidable
vote bank in thehill statewhere
thegovernmenthasforlongbeen
themainjobprovider.According
to political observers, they hold
swayoveraroundfivepercentof
votes. This time, theywere un-
happywith the BJP, led by Chief
Minister Jai RamThakur, for not
respondingtotheirdemandfora
returntotheoldpensionscheme,
giventherisingcostof living.

TheCongresswasabletopick
onthisundercurrent. Itwasable
to convince voters by pointing
out that two Congress-ruled
states, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh, have already de-
cided to implement the old
scheme – and Jharkhand, too,
wherethepartyispartoftherul-
ingalliance.
Besides,concernsamongthe

electorate over unemployment
escalated with the announce-
ment of the Agniveer scheme.
FollowingCovid's impacton the

tourismsector,therewererising
murmurs across the state that
the new scheme had deprived
theyouthofanotherassuredca-
reer avenue. Apart from Bihar
and UP, Himachal was another
state thathadwitnessedseveral
protests against the scheme. In
such an atmosphere, the state's
apple-growerswere also upset
thatthestategovernmenthadin-
creasedthesurchargeoncartons,
furthersqueezingtheirprofits.
Another factor that con-

tributed to the BJP's defeatwas

the emergence of rebel candi-
dateswhoupset theparty's cal-
culations in at least three key
seatswheretheycontestedasin-
dependents. They included K L
Thakur (Nalagarh), Hoshyar
Singh (Dehra) and, embarrass-
inglyfortheparty,AshishKumar
fromHamirpur, the stronghold
of UnionMoS Anurag Thakur.
Several other rebels dented the
party'sprospects inat leasthalf-
a-dozenotherconstituencies.
Finally, the ruling partywas

unable to project ChiefMinister

JaiRamThakurasaneffectivead-
ministrator despite his reputa-
tion as a politicianwith a clean
image.On thegovernance front,
the state saw chief secretaries
changeeveryfewmonths.There
were recruitment scandals, the
most notable being the contro-
versy surrounding jobs in the
state police. The government's
imagewasalsohitbytherollback
ofdecisions--acaseinpointbe-
ing the Shimla development
plan, which ran afoul of the
NationalGreenTribunal (NGT).

● Jobs to pension to price rise pushed Congress ahead
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Tarn Taran blast: Main conspirator
extradited from Austria, held by NIA

CRIMEAGAINSTKASHIMIRIPANDITS

NewDelhi:BikramjitSingh,main
conspirator of Tarn Taran blast
case,wasextraditedonThursday
fromAustriatoIndiaandarrested
bytheNIAinDelhi.
“Wehave arrestedBikramjit

Singh alias Bikkar Panjwar alias
BikkarBabaonThursdayafterhis
extraditionbythecompetentau-
thorityof Linz,Austria, incoordi-
nationwith the Interpol. Singh
hadformedaterrorgrouptocarry

outattacks inPunjab, alongwith
his close associates. Hewas ab-
scondingandwehadsentateam
toAustriatobringhimback,”said
anNIAspokesperson.
Investigations revealed that

Singhnot only instigated the co-
accusedandotherstocommitter-
rorist acts, but also conducted
trainingforfabricatingImprovised
ExplosiveDevicesandusingthem,
theofficialsaid. ENS

SC dismisses plea challenging 2017 order on ‘genocide’ probe
NewDelhi:TheSupremeCourthas
dismissed the curative petition
filed by an organisation of
Kashmiri Pandits against the top
court’s2017orderthathadturned
downaplea for an investigation
intothe“massmurdersandgeno-
cideofmembersof the commu-
nity during 1989-90 and subse-
quentyears”byPakistan-backed
terroristsandthe“reasonsfornon-
prosecutionofFIRs”ofthecrimes.

“We have gone through the
Curative Petition and the con-
nected documents. In our opin-
ion,nocaseismadeoutwithinthe
parametersindicatedinthedeci-
sion of this court in RupaAshok
Hurra vs Ashok Hurra”, said a
benchofChief Justiceof IndiaDY
ChandrachudandJusticesSKKaul
andSAbdulNazeer,rejectingthe
pleaby‘RootsinKashmir’.
Itwas in theHurra case that

the SCdeveloped the concept of
CurativePetitiontoprovideanop-
portunity for thosewhosegriev-
ancewasnotaddressedinthere-
view petition to approach the
courtagain.
TheSCdismissedthemainpe-

titioninJuly2017saying27years
hadpassed since the events un-
folded in theKashmirValleyand
evidence “is unlikely to be avail-
able”. InOctober2017, the SCre-

jectedthepetitionseekingreview
of itsearlierorder.
Subsequently, Roots in

KashmirfiledtheCurativePetition
contending that the SCwas “not
justifiedindismissingthewritpe-
tition at the admission stage
merely onpresumption” of evi-
dence being unavailable due to
passageof time. ENS
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मोदी है तो ही
मुमकीन ह.ै ..

Sanjay Kakade
Vice President, BJP, Maharashtra State
Ex Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha

Bharatiya Janata Party has
come to power in Gujarat for

the sixth time in a row. BJP
has got a record victory.

Respected Modiji went

constituencies. Its
effect was seen

constituencies

has won a record
victory in Gujarat
due to Modiji’s

campaign. This
shows Modiji’s
commitment to
the party. And

so, it is said, Modi Hai To Hi
Mumkeen Hai...

While being Gujarat CM,
he played a crucial role and
brought about a paradigm
shift, taking the state clear
of its competitors and
setting a benchmark in clean
governance and development-
oriented policies during his 14
years at the helm from 2001 to
2014.

Narendrabhai Modi is a
steadfast, innovative, selfless
and a nationalist leader that
India has got. Under the
leadership of Narendrabhai,
our country will become the
envy of the whole world.

Under the leadership of
Honorable Prime Minister
Modiji, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and BJP National
President JP Nadda, there was
a planned campaign from
Bharatiya Janata Party leaders
to workers.

Congratulations to
all for this win!

State
Sabha

m from 2001 to

Modi is a
tive, selfless
leader that
der the
rendrabhai,
become the
e world.

all for this win!

INSPIRED BY THE MOTTO OF
‘SABKA SAATH, SABKA VIKAS, SABKA
VISHWAS’, MODI JI HAS BEEN THE
FLAG-BEARER FOR INCLUSIVE-POLITICS.

SCHEMES BY MODI GOVT FOR
THE COMMONMAN

Digital India
Gati Shakti scheme
Vision for Industry, Commerce
New National Education policy
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
Self-reliant defence forces
Ayushman Bharat Yojana
Ujjwala Yojana for women
Jan Dhan Yojana
Kisan Samman Nidhi
Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana
Pradhan mantri Awas Yojana
mudra Yojana for small industries
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao

Hearty Congratulations to
Hon’ Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi ji

ADVERTORIAL
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ममुकी
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Ex Mem
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SomE KEY TARGETS 
National highway network 
length to 2 lakh km by 2024 
200 new airports, waterdromes 
and heliports by 2026 
Rail network to handle 
1,600 million tons of cargo by 2025 
Electricity transmission 
network to be 4.5 lakh km by 2025
Renewable capacity to be 
increased to 225 GW by 2025 

202 fishing clusters/harbours/
landing centres 
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PUNJAB STATE GRAINS PROCUREMENT CORPORATION LIMITED
ANAJ BHAWAN, SECTOR 39-C, CHANDIGARH – 160036

Notice Inviting Tender
PUNGRAIN invites online bids under two bid system i.e.

Technical and Financial, from eligible bidders for providing
Preservation, Maintenance and Security (PMS) services for food
grains stored in godowns hired or to be rehired under Private
Entrepreneur Guarantee (PEG) Scheme of GOI/ FCI.

The tender document containing detailed terms & conditions can
be downloaded from e-tender portal of Government of Punjab i.e.
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in on a payment of Rs. 25,000/- per tender
form (non-refundable).

Bids can be submitted online only from 11:30 AM on 08.12.2022
till 10:00 AM on 26.12.2022. A pre-bid conference, for queries of
prospective bidders, if any, will be held on 13.12.2022 at 11:30 AM
in the Committee room, Anaj Bhawan, Sector 39-C, Chandigarh.The
technical bids will be opened at 11:00 AM on 26.12.2022 in the
Committee room, Anaj Bhawan, Sector 39-C, Chandigarh in the
presence of the bidders or their authorized representatives, who
may wish to be present. The date and time of opening of financial
bids will be notified online to technically eligible bidders.

Any further communication will be done through e-tendering
website in the form of addendum/ corrigendum.

Note: PUNGRAIN reserves the right to modify/ postpone/ cancel
the e-tender enquiry at any stage, without assigning any reasons
thereof.

Managing Director
PUNGRAIN

19307/Pb

General public is hereby informed
that one unidentified dead body of
male Namely: Bhure Singh, S/o:
Unknown, R/o : Unknown Age:
about 45 years, Height: 5’6”,
Complexion: Wheatish, Face:
Long. Who was found at Rajdhani
Park Sulhi Nahar, near Railway
Line Delhi.In this regard a case
FIR/DD No.786A dated 04.11.2022 has been regis-
tered at PS: Nangloi, Delhi.
Any person having any information or clue about the
above deceased may kindly inform to the under-
signed on the following address or telephone nos.

DP/3612/OD/2022

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPEDAPPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

Sd/- S.H.O.
Nangloi Delhi

Ph.7065036127

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

P.H. DIVISION, BALANGIR.
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
Bid Identification No. EE PH BGR 30/2022-23 Dt. 02.12.2022

C-1830

01. Name of the Work : 02 No
02. Estimated Cost : Rs. 117.66 to 237.33 Lakhs
03. Period of Completion : 04 (Four) Calendar Months
04. Date & Time of availability of

bid document in the portal
: From 11.00 AM of dt. 09.12.2022

to 5.00 PM of dt 23.12.2022

05. Last date / time of receipt of
bids in the portal

: 5.00 PM of dt. 23.12.2022

06. Date & Time of opening of bids : At 11.00 AM of dt. 26.12.2022
07. Name and Address of the

Officer Inviting Bid
: Executive Engineer, P.H. Division,

Balangir, At- Tulsinagar, Dist-
Balangir-767001

Further details can be seen from the web site http://tenders.ori.nic.in
or www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

P.H. Division, Balangir
OIPR-13005/11/0026/2223

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, ‘e’- PROCUREMENT NOTICE

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEER, KHORDHA (R&B) CIRCLE, KHORDHA

WORKS DEPARTMENT
Tender call Notice E-mail: rbcirclekhurda@gmail.com

Bid Identification No. CCE- Khordha (R&B) Circle-21/22-23 Memo No - 2323 Dt. 25.11.2022

The Chief Construction Engineer, Khordha (R&B) Circle, Khordha on
behalf of Governor of Odisha inviting Percentage rate bid in double
cover system in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for Building
work as detailed in the table below:
1. Nature of work : Building Work
2. No of work : 6 Nos
3. Tender Cost : Rs. 10000/- (online)
4. Class of Contractor : A Class & B Class s
5. Available of bid documents : From 10.00 AM of Dt. 13.12.2022 up to 05.00 PM of

in the website : Dt. 29.12.2022 up to 5.00 PM
6. Date of opening of Bid : Dt. 30.12.2022 at 11.30 AM
7. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further

details can be seen from the website https://tendersodisha.gov.in.
Any addendum / corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be
seen in the said website.

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer
Khordha (R&B) Circle, Khordha

OIPR-34127/11/0031/2223

B-948

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

MAHATMA GANDHI STATE INSTITUTE OF
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, PUNJAB
Institutional Area, Sector 26, Chandigarh 160019, India

Phone:+91-172-2793589-91 I Fax: +91-172-27989/90 Extn: 400

E-mail: helpdesk.mgsipa@punjab.gov.in

Website: https://mgsipa.punjab.gov.in

TENDER NOTICE

[Ref. No. MGSIPA/C/7117, dated 08.12.2022]

The MGSIPA invites online bids for the contract of
“Maintaining Grass Lawns, Flower Beds, Plants & Cleaning/
Maintenance of Vacant Area" in its Campus. Closing date &
time: 30.12.2022 (Friday) at 11.30 AM.

For details, log onto at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in website

Note: Any corrigendum(s) to the Tender Notice shall be pub-
lished on the above website only.

Sd/-
Director General

19294/Pb

IN THE COURT OF THE LXXXVII Addl.
CITY CIVIL AND

SESSIONS JUDGE (COMMERCIAL
COURT) (CCH-88) AT BANGALORE

O.S. NO.1279/2022
Between
The Head

ICAR- National Dairy Research
Institute,
Adugodi
Bengaluru - 560030.

....... Plaintiff
And
The Managing Director
The Alliance Books Suppliers
Pvt. Ltd
G-1388, Basement, Chittaranjan Park
New Delhi - 110 019.

......Defendant
NOTICE/ TO THE DEFENDANT

The Managing Director
The Alliance Books Suppliers Pvt. Ltd
G-1388, Basement, Chittaranjan Park
New Delhi - 110 019.
Whereas the above name plaintiff has
instituted a suit against defendant for
recovery of money for sum of Rs.
3,22,380/- along with interest at the rate
of 12% per annum, and pass such other
relief against you, and you are
summoned to appear before the LXXXVII
Additional City Civil and Sessions Judge
at Bengaluru (CCH-88), in person or by a
pleader, on the day of 13.12.2022 at
11.00 am to answer the claim, failing to
which the suit would be disposed of ex-
parte.
Take notice that in default of your
appearance. On the 13.12.22 day 2022
at 11.00 a.m. the suit will be heard and
determined in your absence placing you
and as ex-parte.
Given under my hand and seal of the
court on this 6th day of December 2022
at Bengaluru.

By order of the court
Sd/-

Assistant Registrar,
Hon’ble City Civil Court

Bangalore
Seal

NIT.No.610001141/HP/NSRCPH & USPH/SCADA/APGENCO
APGENCO invites tender for “Design, Engineering, Manufacture, Supply, Erection,
Testing & Commissioning of DCS based Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition
(SCADA) system and Field Instruments for complete Power House, Common
auxiliaries equipment and Switchyard of Nagarjuna Sagar Right Canal Power
House (NSRCPH-3X30MW) and Upper Sileru Power House(USPH-4X60 MW) in
addition with GPS System for NSRCPH and Vibration Monitoring System for USPH”
through APGENCO e-procurement platform. Estimated value of Contract: Rs.
3,75,50,000/-, Bid Schedule available Date & Time : From 17.00Hrs on 09.12.2022
onwards, Bid Submission Closing Date & Time: up to 16.00 Hrs on 09.01.2023.
Contact No.0866-2526801
For further details visit website: www.apgenco.gov.in or
https://etender.apgenco.gov.in/irj/portal

R.O. No. 1414PP/ DT: 08.12.2022

AANNDDHHRRAA PPRRAADDEESSHH PPOOWWEERR
GGEENNEERRAATTIIOONN CCOORRPPOORRAATTIIOONN LLIIMMIITTEEDD
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THEDELHI Police have arrested
two associates of jailed
Olympian Sushil Kumar, who
werewantedinconnectionwith
the murder of wrestler Sagar
Dhankar.Toevadearrest,theac-
cused posed as farmers during
theprotestsagainstfarmlawsat
theTikriborderbeforeescaping
toother states,police said.
Dhankar (23) was kid-

napped,assaulted,andkilled,al-
legedly by Kumar and his asso-
ciates, last year outside
Chhatrasal stadium. Police said
theaccusedhadcomeinfivecars
and absconded after assaulting
Dhankarandhistwofriends.The
DelhiPolicefoundblood-stained
sticks and a total of 18 persons
werearrested, includingKumar.
RavindraSinghYadav,Special

CommissionerofPolice(Crime),
said the accused, Ankit Dabas
(28)andJoginder(43), fledafter
the incident andwere continu-
ouslychanginghideouts.
“We received information

that the duo are hiding in rural
areasofUttarPradesh’sBaghpat.
A teamunderDCPRohitMeena
started looking for themenand
surveillancewasmountedinthe
area.Theteamposedasagricul-
tural labourers to get inputs
about theaccused,” saidYadav.
Theteaminteractedwithlo-

cals and found that the accused
arehiding inBalaini village.
“After the farmers’ protest,

Dabas went to Himachal
Pradesh andworked there as a
labourerinatransportcompany.
JogindershiftedtoHaridwarand
stayedthereindifferenttemples
andDharamshala,”addedYadav.
The men later shifted to the
Baghpatdistrict.

Sushil aides
hid at Tikri
protest as
farmers:
Delhi Police ANANDMOHANJ

NEWDELHI,DECEMBER8

OBSERVINGTHATappointments
made in Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) “clearly reflect
nepotism”, a Delhi court has
framed charges against its chief
SwatiMaliwal and three others
forallegedlyobtainingpecuniary
advantages forMaliwalandAAP
acquaintances, who were al-
legedly appointed to different
postsofthewomen’sbodywith-
outfollowingthedueprocess.
SpecialJudgeDigVinaySingh

framed charges under section
120-B (punishment for criminal
conspiracy)andmultipleoffences
under Prevention of Corruption
Act againstMaliwal, and DCW
members PromilaGupta, Sarika
ChaudharyandFarheenMalick.
Looking into the circum-

stancesaroundwhichthreeper-
sonswere recruited to the posts
of research assistant,media ad-
vocacyofficerandpersonalassis-
tant, the court said "themanner
in which these three appoint-
mentsweremade in an opaque
manner andwithout advertise-
mentof vacancies, etcclearly re-
flectsnepotism”.
Dealingwith a case of a data

operator'srecruitment,thecourt
said,"Thereisnoclarityastoun-
der what circumstance he ap-
plied for the post andwhy his
namewas considered in exclu-
siontoallothers. Italsoprimafa-
ciesmacksofnepotism."
The court said "merely be-

cause DCWhad been pursuing
the government to fill up vacant
posts,whichwasnottimelycom-
pliedwithbythegovernment,did
not give any right to theDCWto
makearbitraryappointments”.

"The above-mentioned facts
createa strongsuspicion that re-
cruitmentstovariouspostswere
madeduringimpugnedtenureof
the accused for different remu-
nerationsinarbitrarymanner,vi-
olatingallrulesandregulationsin
which the near and dear ones
were appointed and remunera-
tionswere given to them from
publicexchequer,"thecourtsaid.
The lawyers for the accused

had argued that there is no evi-
denceof criminal conspiracybe-
tweenthem.Thecourt,however,
said,"Circumstancesdoprimafa-
cie strongly indicate such a con-
spiracy between the accused."
Thecourt looked intominutesof
meetings held on various dates
fromFebruary26,2016toAugust
9,2016byDCW,inwhichvarious
decisions on appointments, en-
hancementofremunerationwere
undertakenbytheaccused.
Itsaid:"Severalpersonswere

appointedandremunerationwas
arbitrarily increased, as also the
minutesdated01.03.2016regard-
ing appointment (to the post of
Member Secretary) towhich all
the four accused are signatories
are enough to prima facie point
toastrongsuspicionthattheap-
pointments in question were
madeby the accusedpersons in
agreementwitheachother."

The case was registered on
complaintofformerMLABarkha
Singh Shukla,whomade allega-
tionsofirregularitiesinDCWdur-
ingMaliwal's tenure. The Anti
Corruption Branch investigated
the case and filed a chargesheet
against the four accused. The
agency claimed that against 26
sanctionedposts,theaccusedap-
pointed 87 persons in theDCW
duringtheimpugnedtenure,out
of whommost were acquain-
tancesorpartyworkersorassoci-
atedwithMaliwalandAAP.
Meanwhile, DCWmember

Vandana Singh said, "Over the
past six years,DCWhashandled
overalakhcases.It'sthecountry's
only commission thatworks so
actively.Thisisapoliticalconspir-
acy. The case has been filed on
complaint of formerDCWchief
BarkhaShukla,whoinher8-year
tenure,handledjustonecase..."

‘Appointments smack of nepotism’:
Court charges DCWchiefMaliwal

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,DECEMBER8

HARYANA CHIEF Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar Thursday
saidpeoplewillneveracceptthe
“systempropagatedbytheAam
AadmiParty (AAP)”.
“Dekhiye ye hawai baatein

unkihai. It istruethatthey(AAP)
have got electoral success in
MCD polls in Delhi, but there
they are already in the govern-
ment... so any success there is a
combined result of that. But in
any other state, they have not
been successful... In Haryana,
they did not achieve success. In
Adampurbypollalso,their(can-

didate’s) deposit was forfeited
and got only 3,500 votes out of
1.5 lakh votes. In Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat polls also,
unkokuchnhimila. Inoneortwo
states where they have done
well, there are specific reasons
forthat,butIbelievethatpeople
understand these things... Jowo
thothe prachar karte hain (the
false propaganda they do) and
the kind of systemwhich the
AAP is propagating, peoplewill
neveracceptthat,”hesaid inre-
sponse to a question on the
AAP’s performance in Gujarat
Assemblypolls.
Praising the BJP’s perform-

ance in the Gujarat Assembly
elections,he saidpeopleareex-

citedandsatisfiedwiththepoli-
cies and work done by Prime
MinisterNarendraModiforpub-
licwelfare.“InGujarat,theparty
has won by a very good
lead…thecreditgoestothepeo-

ple of Gujarat, to the PM, to the
workersof theBJP,”hesaid.
Khattaraddressedthemedia

afterlayingthefoundationstone
ofabiodiversitypark,whichwill
be developed in four stages
across anareaof 420acre in the
villagesofKherla,Abhaypurand
DamdamainGurgaon.Theproj-
ect,estimatedtocostmorethan
Rs 70 crore, includes a plan for
restoration of Damdama lake
over80acreof land.
Theprojectwillbejointlyde-

velopedbyGurujal,HaryanaCSR
TrustandEYFoundation.
Khattarsaidthegovernment

wasmaking efforts tomake the
areaaroundvillageDamdamaa
centre of attraction for tourists,

adding that it will also help in
creating employment opportu-
nities.
The CM emphasised the

needtoconservefloraandfauna
andtheroleofbiodiversityparks
inthisregard.“Therestorationof
Damdama lakewould be com-
pletedinfouryearsandthework
of developing the biodiversity
parkwould be completed in 10
years,”hesaid.
Khattar said it has also been

proposedtomakeajunglesafari
in about 10,000 acre in the
AravallihillsinGurgaonandNuh
districts. The jungle safari will
help in promoting tourism and
create employment opportuni-
ties,hesaid.

People will never accept system propagated
by AAP, says Khattar: ‘Ye hawai baatein hain’

SwatiMaliwal

ManoharLalKhattar

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

AHIGHLYdecomposedbodyofa
woman has been recovered
from a suitcase inWest Delhi’s
Punjabi Bagh. Police Thursday
said the suitcasewas found in a
drain and the bodywas putre-
fiedbeyondrecognition.
On Wednesday noon, a

passerby in Punjabi Bagh found
the suitcase lying in the drain
withafoulsmellemanating,said
police. Theysaidhecalledpolice
and informed them about the
suitcase.Policeanddiverspulled
out thesuitcase fromthedrain.
Ghanshyam Bansal, DCP

(West), said, “Whenweopened
the suitcase, the bodywas de-
composedandcouldnotbeiden-
tified. It appears that itwas of a
womanaged around25-30.We
havesent thebody, suitcaseand
othersamplestothehospitaland
forensicsciencelab.Aftertheau-
topsyandmedicalexamination,
wewill trytofindoutwhathap-
pened. Themotive and cause of
death are also not known.We

can’t seethe injuries.”
Acaseundersectionsofmur-

derandhidingevidencehasbeen
registered.Aseniorpoliceofficer
said, “It appears that someone
dumpedthebodyaftercommit-
tingthemurdersomeplaceelse.
We don’t know if the bodywas
chopped or has been disfigured
duetodecomposition”.
Policesaidtheyarechecking

CCTVs and conducting a local
enquiry, adding that they are
looking at missing person re-
ports to identify thedeceased.
“Thesuitcasedoesn’tlooktoo

old. Possibly, the bodywas kept
somewhere else and later kept
in a suitcase. Recent footage
doesn’t show any suspicious
movement or the bag. The bag
musthavebeendumpeddaysor
weeksback.Asperourinforma-
tion, no recentmissing person
complaint matches the de-
ceased's profile. The case could
be from outside Delhi as well,”
saidasource.
Samples of blood and hair

were taken from the suitcase,
whichisbeingcheckedforother
evidence.

Gurgaon civic body seeks info
on ‘restricted’ foreign dog breeds

Woman’s body
found in suitcase
at Punjabi Bagh
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Gurgaon: The Municipal
Corporation of Gurugram has
sought opinion fromSociety for
PreventionofCrueltytoAnimals
(SPCA)Gurgaon regarding own-
ershipof“restrictedandferocious
foreigndogbreeds”as to if those
arebannedorcanbekeptaspets.
A letter fromMCG commis-

sioner to member secretary
SPCA-cum-deputy director
AnimalHusbandry,Gurgaon,on
December2, stated, “Ithasbeen
observedthatthepublicisbeing
bitten by dogs. Their behaviour
seemstobeathreattohumanlife

andpropertyandanimal life...”
“In this connection, you are

requested toprovideyour com-
ments, observations, expert
opinionsonfollowing11breeds
of dogs of foreign origin,
whetherthesearebannedornot
for keeping as pet dogs in
India…,” it read.
The breeds mentioned in-

cludeAmericanPit-bullTerriers,
Dogo Argentino, Rottweiller,
Neapolitan Mastiff, Boerboel,
PresaCanario,WolfDog,Bandog,
AmericanBulldog,FilaBrasileiro
andCaneCorso.ENS

New Delhi
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LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW,DECEMBER8

THE SAMAJWADI Party (SP) on
Thursdaywon the by-election
from the Mainpuri Lok Sabha
constituency,retainingthelegacy
seat of its founder Mulayam
Singh Yadav, while the BJP se-
curedtheRampurassemblycon-
stituency,along-timestronghold
of former stateminister Azam
Khan, for the first time.
The saffron party, however,

received a setback in the
Khatauli assembly seat that
went to the Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD), anSPally.
In Mainpuri, SP candidate

DimpleYadav,Mulayam'sdaugh-
ter-in-law, won by 2.88 lakh
votes,threetimesthepartypatri-
arch’svictorymargininthe2019
LokSabhaelectionswhenhese-
curedtheseat forthefifthtime.
While the bypoll to the

Mainpuri parliamentary seat
wasnecessitatedbyMulayam’s
death inOctober, thedisqualifi-
cation of SP’s Azam Khan and
BJP’sVikramSinghSainiasMLAs
fromRampurandKhatauliledto
theby-electionsonthesetwoas-
sembly seats. Azam lost his
Assembly membership from
Rampur,which hewon in 2022
for10thtime, followinghiscon-
viction inahatespeechcase.
Dimple led in all the five as-

sembly segments, including the
Lodh-dominated Bhongaon
where Mulayam
lagged behind by
25,510 votes in
2019.TheLodhsare
largely BJP sup-
porters. Dimple
bagged 6.18 lakh votes (64 per
cent) followedbyBJP’s Raghuraj
Singh Shakya (3.29 lakh) and
NOTA(6,125).TheBJP’svoteshare
declinedintheby-pollincompar-
ison to 2019when its candidate
PremSingh Shakyahadgot 4.30

lakh votes (44per cent). But the
BJPreplacedPremSinghShakya
with Raghuraj Singh Shakya, a
former two-timeSPMP.
In Rampur, BJP’s Akash

Saxena defeated SP’s Asim Raja
withamarginof34,136votesby

get-
ting
62 per
centof
votes.
In the

2022 assembly polls, Azamhad
defeated Saxenawith amargin
of 55,141votes .
The SP is attributing the low

turnout ofMuslimvoters as the
main factor behind its defeat in
the constituency that the com-

munitycomprises56percentof
the total electorate.
Raja’s defeat is a setback for

Azam,hispoliticalmentor. Inthe
Rampur Lok Sabha elections in
Junethisyear,AzamgotSPticket
for Rajawhohad lost the seat to
theBJP.TheLokSabhaby-pollwas
heldasAzamhadresignedasMP
after he was elected to the
Assembly.TheSuheldevBharatiya
Samaj Party (SBSP), an SP ally in
the2022assemblypolls,gotonly
169votes,behind726NOTAvotes.
TheBJPforthefirsttimetried

towooMuslimsby reachingout
to the community by deploying
PasmandaMuslims amongoth-
ers. “That tactic did not work
much.ButtheBJPgotmajorityof

theDalit votes in Rampur in the
absence of the BSP and that
helpedinwin,”saidapartyleader.
In the Khatauli assembly

constituency (Muzaffaranagar
district), RLD candidateMadan
Bhaiyya defeated BJP’s
Rajkumaribyamarginof22,143
votes.While Bhaiyya got 54per
centofthetotalvotes,Rajkumari
polled41.72percent.
In 2022, Rajkumari’s hus-

band Vikram Singh Saini had
wontheseat forsecondconsec-
utivetermaftergetting45.34per
cent vote whereas RLD got 38
per cent votes. Vikramwas dis-
qualifiedasMLAafterhisconvic-
tion inacaserelatedtothe2013
Muzaffarnagar riots.

BY-ELECTIONRESULTS

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,DECEMBER8

INAMAJORsetbacktotheBihar
Mahagathbandhan (Grand
Alliance), the BJP defeated the
JD(U) in the Kurhani Assembly
bypoll.TheBJP’svictoryheldim-
portancebecause itwrested the
seat from the RJD, the leading
constituentoftheGrandAlliance.
Italsogivesasubtlehintthatthe
combination of the
OBCs,theKushwahas
and theYadavs—the
main vote banks of
theJD(U)andtheRJD
respectively —may
notbeworkingasexpected.
BJP’s Kedar Gupta, who had

lost the seat in the 2020
Assembly polls by less than
1,000votes,sprungasurpriseon
JD(U) candidateManoj Kumar
Singh aka Manoj Kushwaha,
who hadwon the seat in 2005
and 2010. Gupta had won the
seat for the BJP in 2015.While
Gupta got 76,648 votes,
Kushwaha got 73,016, losing by
amarginof 3,632votes.
Among spoilers, while

AIMIM'sGhulamMurtaza,who
got 3,202 votes, did not play
much of a role, rebel RJD leader
Shekhar Sahani, who contested
asanIndependent, lefthismark
by getting 3,716 votes in a tight
contest.NOTA,too,playedarole
in the final outcome, scoring
4,416 votes and coming fourth.
VIP (Vikassheel Insaan Party)
candidateNilabhKumar,anup-
per caste Bhumihar, may have
narrowedtheBJP'svictorymar-

gin by getting 9,988
votes.
TheKurhani out-

come has left the
GrandAlliancewith
theburningquestion:

can theKushwahas andYadavs,
the dominant voters in Kurhani
along with Muslims and
Bhumihars, reallycometogether
electorally?Theresultalsoshows
thatBJPwasabletoholdonto its
constituencyofOBCBanias,while
also gaining substantial Paswan
votes, especially after LJP
(Ramvilas) leaderChiragPaswan
campaigned for theparty candi-
date. TheKurhani victory is spe-
cialfortheBJPasitwrestedaseat
fromitsopponents.

SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR,DECEMBER8

THERULINGBijuJanataDal(BJD)
registered a spectacular victory
in thePadampurAssembly seat
bypoll inOdishawithpartycan-
didate Barsha Singh Bariha
trouncing her BJP rival Pradeep
Purohit with a staggeringmar-
gin. The Congress's nominee
Satya Bhusan Sahu lost his de-
posit in theelection.
Barsha, who garnered

1,20,807 votes,won the seat by
42,679votes as Pradeep secured
78,128votes.
TheCongressveteranandfor-

mer three-time MLA, Satya
BhusanSahumanagedtogetjust
3,594votes.TheCongresshaslost
deposits in five of the seven by-

pollsheldinthestatesince2019.
TheBJDthathadputmassive

resourcesintoitsPadampurcam-
paign increased its vote share to
58percentascomparedto41.29
per cent votes it hadgarnered in
the2019polls. Despite its crush-
ingdefeat,theBJP,thestate'sprin-
cipalOppositionparty, got 37.51

per cent vote share, whichwas
38.45 per cent in 2019. The
Congress,whichhadse-
cured 16.25 per cent
votes in the previous
election, couldmanage
togetonly1.73percent
votesthistime.
There are indications that a

sizeable chunk of the Congress
votersmight have shifted to the
BJD. Although theCongress had
finished third in the seat in both
the 2014 and the 2019polls, the
partyhadthenstillsecured31,179
and32,787votes,respectively.
Retainingtheseatwascrucial

for the BJD, especially after the
party lost theDhamnagarbypoll
to theBJP lastmonth,whichwas
its first defeat in anyby-election
since 2008. Thehigh stakes the
BJDplacedon thePadampurby-
poll could be gauged from the
point that Chief Minister and

party supremo
NaveenPatnaikalso
hit the campaign
trailafterahiatusof
three years, ad-
dressing three ral-

liesintheconstituency.

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

FIRST GREETING
WHENRAJYASabha Trinamool Congress (TMC) floor leader
Derek O’Brienwelcomed Vice President JagdeepDhankhar
asthenewChairmanoftheRajyaSabha,thelattersaidthathe
was late in extending the greeting. Dhankhar said the first
congratulatorymessage he received had come from TMC
supremoandWestBengal ChiefMinisterMamataBanerjee.
Many found the information amusing since Dhankhar has
hada tumultuous relationwithMamataduringhisprevious
tenureas theWestBengalGovernor.

FIGURE OUT
Replying to aquestiononThursday, theMinistry of Housing
andUrbanAffairssaid120-lakhhouseshadbeensanctioned
under thePradhanMantri AwasYojana-Urban tillMarch31.
In theMonsoon Session, theministry had put the figure of
such houses at 122 lakhwhich it reduced by 2.24 lakh after
excluding the 'non-starter houses', according to the reply.
Ministry officials felt that houseswhere construction could
not start for reasonsout of their control shouldnot reflect in
the figureof totalhousescompletedunder thescheme.

SPcandidateDimpleYadavwavesatsupportersafterher
victory inMainpuriby-election inMainpurionThursday. PTI

MAINPURI LS,
RAMPUR&KHATAULI

ASSEMBLYSEATS

PADAMPUR
ASSEMBLY

SEAT

KURHANI
ASSEMBLY

SEAT

Lucknow: IF A “fair election
had happened in Rampur,
the biggestwinwould have
been recorded there,” SP)
president Akhilesh Yadav
said on Thursday.
Addressing a press confer-
ence in Mainpuri, he
thanked voters of the con-
stituencyandcongratulated
ally RLD’s candidate in
Khatauli, whowon the seat
in the bypoll. “I am sad that
in Rampur, people weren’t
allowed to vote, and the ad-
ministration meted out as
much injustice as it could.
Despiteallthat,peoplecame
out and voted. In Rampur,
peoplehaddecidedtostand
byhonourableAzam ji.They
didsoandvoted.Ifafairelec-
tionhadhappenedthere,the
biggest win would have
been inRampur,”hesaid.

OURBIGGESTWIN
WOULDHAVE BEEN IN
RAMPURHADPOLLS
BEEN FAIR: SP CHIEF

SP retains Mainpuri LS seat; BJP wins
Rampur but loses Khatauli to RLD

LeaderofOpposition inBiharLegislativeCouncilSamrat
Choudharybeingofferedsweets inPatnaafterBJP’svictory
inKurhaniAssemblyby-electiononThursday. PTI

BJP upsets JD(U) in
by-election as RJD
rebel plays spoilsport

After Chhattisgarh bypoll
win, CM says nod for govt

Naveen powers BJD landslide in battle with BJP

BJDworkerscelebrate inPadampurOdisha.Express

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,DECEMBER8

THE RULING Congress clinched
theSardarshaharAssemblycon-
stituency bypoll in Rajasthan
Thursday,winningtheseatwith
ahugemargin.
TheCongress'scandidateAnil

KumarSharma,52, trounced the
BJP’s Ashok Kumar by 26,696
votes.While Sharma garnered
90,915 votes,
Kumar got
64,219votes.The
Rashtriya
Loktantrik Party
(RLP)’snomineeLalChandMoond
camethirdwith46,628votes.
The outcome seemed to be

along expected lines, forwhich
threemajor factorswere said to
haveworked for the Congress.
Firstly, Sharma’s father
Bhanwarlal Sharma, the sitting
Congresslegislatorwhosedemise
hadnecessitated thebypoll,was
aseven-termMLAfromtheseat.
Bhanwarlalwaselectedfrom

Sardarshaharforthefirsttimein
1985on the LokDal ticket, then

in 1990 and 1996 (Janata Dal),
and again in 1998, 2003, 2013
and 2018 (Congress). He had a
strongholdontheconstituency
duetohispoliticalflexibilityand
deftmanoeuvringsaswellashis
caste.
Secondly, Bhanwarlal's

death, onOctober 9 following a
prolonged illness, was said to
havegeneratedasympathyvote
for his son in the constituency.
TheCongressgottheopticsright

too. Though
Bhanwarlalwas
amongthe2020
rebels led by
Sachin Pilot, he

had reconciledwith CMAshok
Gehlot,whovisitedhimseveral
timeswhen he had been ailing.
The Congress thus put up a
united face in thebypoll.
Thirdly, the RLP seems to

havecorneredmostof Jatvotes–
irrespectiveof thepointthatthe
stateunitpresidentsof boththe
Congress and the BJP, Govind
SinghDotasraandSatishPoonia,
belongtotheJatcommunity.The
RLPwassaidtohavecutintothe
Jatvotesof theBJP.

Congress triumph a
booster for Gehlot
during Rahul Yatra

SARDARSHAHAR
ASSEMBLYSEAT

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
KANKER,DECEMBER8

THE RULING Congress in
Chhattisgarh on Thursdaywon
the Bhanupratappur Assembly
bypoll, retaining the seat byde-
feating theBJP.
With

this, the op-
position BJP
has suffered
a fifth suc-
cessivedefeatatthehandsofthe
rulingCongress in theassembly
bypolls held after the 2018
Chhattisgarhelections.
Congress candidate Savitri

Mandavi won the bypoll by a
margin of 21,171 votes against

her nearest rival Brahmanand
Netamof theBJP.
Mandavipolled65,479votes,

while the BJP’s Netam secured
44,308. Former IPSofficerAkbar
RamKorram,whocontestedasan
independent,gaveaspiritedfight
andpolled23,417votes.
The byelectionwas necessi-

tated due to
the death of
sitting
Congress
MLAManoj

Singh Mandavi. The grad old
partyhad fieldedhiswife. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel said
people of Bhanupratappur put
their stamp of approval to the
works done by his government
in the last fouryears.

BHANUPRATAPPUR
ASSEMBLYSEAT

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
HYDERABAD,DECEMBER8:

THEELECTIONCommissionon
Thursday informed TRS
President and Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao that it has
accepted the name change of
his party from Telangana
RashtraSamithi
to Bharat
Rashtra
Samithi.
The EC cited

a request from
the party to ac-
cept its name
change in a let-
ter to the TRS
chief,whichwas
made known to
themediabyKCR'soffice.
Telangana's ruling TRS on

October 5 changed its name to
'BRS',heraldingtheparty'sforay
into 'national politics.' A resolu-
tion to this effectwas passed at
the party's general bodymeet-
ing. Rao read out the resolution
and announced that the party's
general body unanimously re-
solved to change thename from
TRS toBRS.On theoccasion, Rao
will signEC's letterandsend it to
the Election Commission office.
Later, hewillhoisttheBRSflagfol-
lowedbyinauguralceremony.

EC approves:
Telangana
Rashtra Samithi
becomes BRS

Telangana
CMKCR

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

WHILETHECongress’sfloorman-
agers in Lok Sabhawere hoping
thatSoniaGandhi,chairpersonof
Congress Parliamentary Party,
would chair ameeting of party
MPs in Parliament at 10.15 am,
andmessageshadevengoneout
tosomeMPsthatshemayattend
themeeting, therewas a change
ofplanatthelastminute.
Amessage from 10, Janpath

said the former Congress presi-
dentSoniaGandhihadtakenoff
to Rajasthan to bewith son and
partyMP Rahul Gandhi, who is
leading the Bharat JodoYatra in
thestate.
Most Congress MPs were

glued to television screens any-
way on Thursday morning,
catching the results of Gujarat
andHimachalPradeshAssembly
polls.
It later became clear that

Sonia Gandhi had taken off to
Jaipur, onway to Ranthambore,
where she will celebrate her
76thbirthdayonFridaywithher
children, Rahul and Priyanka
GandhiVadra,ataresortowned
byaclose friendof the family.
Friday is a rest day for the

Bharat JodoYatra. Priyanka, too,
has reachedRajasthan.
WhiletheCongresswasdec-

imatedinGujarat, itwasabitter-
sweetmoment for Priyanka, as
theCongress returnedtopower
inHimachalPradesh,whereshe
had led theparty's campaign.
The yatra did not have the

eveninglegonThursday.Theya-
tra has twoparts—13 to 14 km
from 6.30 am to 10.30 am, fol-
lowedbya five-hourbreak;and
thena7to8km,orevenupto10
km,march in theevening.
On Thursday, Rahul was in

Kota and sources said the yatris
walked for 24 km in themorn-
ing itself. After that, Rahul flew
toRanthamborefromBundiina
chopper.
The Gandhis are staying at

SujanSherBagh, a luxurious re-
sort near Ranthambore Tiger
Reserve, owned by Anjali and
JaisalSingh,familyfriendsof the
Gandhis.Priyankahas,infact,co-
authored a book —

'Ranthambhore: The Tiger's
Realm'—with thecouple.
Sonia is said to be on a four-

dayvisit toRajasthan.
From Jaipur, Sonia took a

chopper and reached Sawai
Madhopur. A few hours later,
RahulandPriyankajoinedherat
the resort. Sources said Sonia—
andpossiblyPriyanka,too—will
participate in the yatra on
December10,adayreservedfor
womenparticipants.
While the family is keen to

keep Sonia's birthday celebra-
tions a family affair, Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
couldtraveltoRanthamboreto-
morrow, sources said.
On Thursday, the yatra

started from Surymukhi
HanumanTempleandhaltedat
Bhadanavillage inKota. Theya-
triswill spend thenightatGurli
village inBundi.

SoniaGandhi ,PriyankaVadra andRahulGadhi. File

Sonia off to Rajasthan resort,
for b’day with Rahul, PriyankaCourt final arbiter of law, says

SC, asks govt to limit criticism
ANANTAHKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

UNDETERREDBYcriticismofthe
Collegiumsystemofappointing
judges, the Supreme Court on
Thursday asserted that it is the
“final arbiter” of the law under
the Constitutional scheme and
as the law stands, the govern-
ment will “have to appoint” all
names reiterated by its
Collegium.
Without taking names, a

three-judge bench presided by
Justice S K Kaul also asked
Attorney General R Venkata-
ramanitoadviseUnionministers
whoarecriticisingtheCollegium
systemtocontrolthemselves.
“Youmustadvisethemtoex-

ercisesomecontrol,”saidJustice
VikramNath, whowas part of
the bench hearing a plea by the
Advocates Association
Bengaluru, seekingcontemptof
court proceedings against the
government for not approving
names reiterated by the SC
Collegiumwithintime-lineslaid
downbythecourt.
Responding to Supreme

CourtBarAssociationpresident,

senior advocate Vikas Singh’s
comment that “persons in con-
stitutional postswere sayingSC
doesnothavepowertoexercise
judicialreview”,JusticeKaulsaid
that “tomorrowpeoplewill say
basic structure is notpart of the
Constitution”.
The remarks come close on

the heels of statements by Vice
President JagdeepDhankar'scrit-
icismof the SC for its 2015deci-
siontostrikedownthelawtoset
up a National Judicial
Appointments Commission to
appoint judges.
During Thursday's hearing,

the bench, also comprising
JusticeASOka,madeitclearthat
courtsarethefinalarbiterof law.
“TheschemeofourConstitution
stipulates the court should be
the final arbiter on the position
of law.Thepower toenacta law
is with Parliament. However,
that is subject to scrutinyby the
courts. It isnecessarythatall fol-
lowthe lawas laiddownbythis
court.Elsesections...maydecide
to followtheir owncourseeven
where law is laid down…”
JusticeKaul said.
Underlining that the

Collegium system is the law of

the land, he said, “Parliament
passed NJAC law but it did not
muster theConstitutionalman-
date. That’s the view prevalent
today.Till the lawisprevalent, it
mustbe followedto the teeth.”
Givingventtoitsdispleasure

over the government returning
reiterated names for appoint-
mentof judges, JusticeKaulsaid
it gives the impression that the
government will appoint only
palatablenames.
“Therearemanycaseswhere

the Collegiumhas dropped the
proposals. If you see the average
clearance rate, it is about50per-
cent,” he said. “So the govern-
ment’sviewistakenintoaccount.
Therecannotbeanyundisclosed
reasons in a system like this by
whichwecan say that after tak-
ing the government’s view, and
thecourt’sclearance,itisblocked,
unless some facts have come to
light forwhich the government
sendsbacktherecommendation.
They are entitled to do that. But
once it is reiterated, after seeing
that,thereisnopassagewhichhas
beenprovidedbythemandateof
theConstitutionbench....”
He said, “You are sending

names twice over, thrice over,

howmanytimes?Whichmeans
if you don’t find a name palat-
able, youwill notappoint aper-
son,contrarytothejudgmentof
the court.” The order also had a
“suggestion” for theCollegium.
This came after the bench

quizzed Attorney General R
Venkataramani about the gov-
ernment recently returning to
the Collegium nine of 11 first-
time recommendations and
nine reiterations.
The bench said it had put to

theA-Ghow,under the scheme
of lawprevalent, are “reiterated
names sent back”, and that
“sending back the second-time
reiterated name would be in
breach of this direction”.
Venkataramani in his response
“seems to suggest that in two
cases earlier, the Collegiumde-
cidedtodroptheirrecommenda-
tions and thatmay have given
thought process in the govern-
ment thatsuchreiteratednames
can also be returned”, the court
said.Itsaidthat“wearenotaware
inwhat special circumstances
were thesenamesdropped, but
we are sure the Collegiumwill
keep this thought process in
mind”inthefuture.

COLLEGIUMSYSTEMLAWOFTHELAND,SAYSCOURT
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THE WILL TO WIN
Modi’sBJPcouldhavetakenitsdominanceinGujaratfor
granted. Itdidn’t—andscriptedthelatestvictory

F ROMTHEBJP'Spointofview,forallthepoliticaldustandnoisestirredup,thiselec-
tion inGujarat could have looked like a donedeal. The party couldhave, quite
reasonably,approacheditwithatouchofcomplacence,ifnotentitlement--the
suspense, itwaswidely foretold,wasonlyabout themarginof itsvictory.After

all, Gujarat is the statewhere awhole generation of voters has grownup seeing only the
BJPwin,andwhereafter27yearsinpower, itwasfightingforaseventhterm.The“Gujarat
model”,realandimagined,thatcontributedtotheelectoralsuccessesoftheModi-BJPelse-
where,wasput togetherhere. This state is said tobe the laboratoryofHindutva,with the
2002riotstakingtheirplaceinalargerandlongernarrativethatworkstotheBJP'spolitical
advantage,andcontinuestoputitspoliticalopponents–traditionalrivalCongressandnew
Gujaratplayer,AAP—visiblyonthedefensive.Here, theBJP'sorganisationalpresenceand
infrastructureismostdeeplyentrenched—fromthepanchayatandurbanbodytotheleg-
islativeassembly, fromthelow-lyinghumof theRSSnetworktotheleader inthenational
spotlight,formerchiefministerandnowprimeministerinhissecondterm,NarendraModi.
AsCM,ModifirstaddressedanationalaudiencefromtheGujaratstagebeforethrowinghis
hatintheprimeministerialring.Andinthiselectionifanythingseemedmorecertainthan
aBJPvictory, itwasPMModi'sundimmedpopularity. Soyes, theBJPcouldhavebeenfor-
given for taking itswinning streak, andGujarat and theGujarati voter, for granted in this
election. Itdidn't—onthedayafter, itsrivalswoulddowell topayattentiontothatstory.
TheBJPgavethiselectionall ithad. Its top leaders fromPrimeMinisterModi tocentral

ministers,includingUnionHomeMinisterAmitShah,campaignedinthestateextensively
— instarkcontrast toa listlessCongress campaign thathadshrunkandsplintered into its
localcandidates.Infact,theBJPwasatworklongbeforethecampaignbegan–inthestate's
tribalbelt,wheretheCongresshasdominatedtraditionally,itspushwasvisible,forinstance,
intheinstallationindistrictheadquartersofBirsaMundastatues.InSaurashtra,wherethe
PatidarquotaagitationhadcontributedtotheCongress'sgoodshowingin2017,itweaned
awayseveralCongressMLAs—of theCongressMLAswhocrossedover to theBJP, raising
itstallyfrom99to112,9belongedtoSaurashtra.Congresscomplaintsaboutmoneyandmus-
clepowersoundmuchtooplaintive—if evenelectedMLAs leave,not just those insearch
of a ticket, then it isasignal that thepartymust turnthemirror inwards. In2021, inasud-
dendecision, the BJP high command removedVijay Rupani as chiefminister, alongwith
hisentirecabinet,tobluntanti-incumbency—oneoftheparty'smanymovesthatshowed
that,eveninitsbastion,Modi’spartywasexperimentingandthinkingonits feet.
Of course, therewas anti-incumbency inGujarat. Distress had gathered at the lower

rungsof theclassladder,onissueslikepricerise,unemploymentandthestate'sperceived
retreat fromeducation.Therewasdiscontentagainstagovernmentthatwasseentohave
become inattentive to thepeople. But in theend, if that restivenessdidnot showupatall
onthefinalscoreboard, itowesnotjusttoitsopponents' lackof imaginationandsloth,but
also,andfarmore, totheBJP'sownwillingnessandabilitytokeepworkingat it.

A LOSING HAND
Congressdebacleinahigh-stakeselectioninGujarat is farmore

tellingthanitswininHimachalPradesh

THECONGRESSCANtakesomesolaceinpullingaheadof theBJPinHimachal
Pradesh. But victory in thehill state paleswhen seen in thebig picture that
emergedstarklyonThursday.ThescaleofCongressdefeat inGujaratand in
Delhi—municipalelectionsresultswereannouncedonWednesday–isdra-

matic: InGujarat, its vote sharehas fallen steeplywhile its tally inMCDhas comedown
from31wards toamere9. These results should force theCongress leadership to reflect
on theparty's inexorably shrinkingnational footprint, aheadof assembly elections due
in states includingKarnataka,MadhyaPradesh, Rajasthan andChhattisgarh in thenext
fewmonths.
In Himachal, less than one per cent vote share separates thewinner from the loser.

Evidently, BJP rebels, anti-incumbency sentiment on issues suchas corruptionand low
appleprices,disgruntlementoverAgnipathandthepensionscheme,workedagainstthe
JairamThakurgovernment, andtheabsenceof a third force—theAAPfocusedonDelhi
andGujarat— laid theground forCongress inHimachal. Thechallengebefore theparty
willbetokeepitsflocktogetherandbuildaconsensusonthechiefministerialcandidate.
Thedrastic Congress defeat inGujarat overshadows thenarrowHimachalwin— in the
high-stakesGujaratelection,thepartyappearedtogiveupthefightevenbeforeitstarted.
Itwasbusydealingwithaleadershipvacuumatthecentral levelatatimewhenitshould
have been focusing on the Gujarat campaign. Rahul Gandhi set out on the Bharat Jodo
Yatra insteadof joiningthebattle inGujarat.Partyresources thatcouldhavebeenchan-
neledfortheelectioncampaigngotpulledintofacilitatehisyatra. Incontrast,newcomer
AAPshowedawilltofight,pooledinresourcesfromitsstrongholdstocompensateforits
lackof organisation in the state andcampaignedvigorously. Thepartyhaswonclose to
13percentvotesand fiveseats; its risecould furthererodeCongress'sbase in thestate.
The decimation in Gujarat — home to 26 Lok Sabha seats — is likely to demoralise

Congresscadreselsewhere.TheBharatJodoYatramayhelptorebrandRahulGandhi,but
theGujaratresultshavethrownupanimportantquestion:Canapoliticalpartyaffordto
ignoreelectoral imperatives?Fornow, it seemstheCongressdoesn'thaveananswer.

A GREEN GREENLAND
Scientistshaveuncovereda2million-year-oldEdeninwhatis
nowacolddesert.AndvindicatedaViking'sadcampaign

G REENLAND,THELEGENDgoes,wasnamedsobytheVikingEriktheRedin
whatisboundtobeoneofthefirstactsof“creative”marketing.Erikwasex-
iledtotheislandaftercommittingmurderandhehopedthatbycallingthe
sparse,polardesert “green”,hemightattractmoresettlers fromNorthern

Europe.Now,after16yearsofpainstakingwork,scientistshavemanagedtogatherDNA
fromanimalsthatlivedover2millionyearsagoinalushforestwherethereisnowavast,
colddesert.
ThatGreenlandwasoncegreenhasbeenknownforsometimenow.Whatthe latest

setofDNAhasdoneisenableaformoftimetravel,toover1millionyearsfartherbackthan
hasbeendonebefore.Atthetime,theArcticwasalmost20degreesCelsiuswarmerthan
it is today. The forests housedmastodons and hares and carnivores like sabre-toothed
cats. The sea had crabs and fish that are unthinkable in the region today. And perhaps,
most significantly, the flora and faunawould have had to adapt to the kind of climate
change—perhapsevenof agreatermagnitude—thanthewarmingof theplanetdueto
humanactivities is causing today.
Asartists'renderingsofwhatthearcticEdenlookedlikefloodtheinternet, thebeauty

of eonspastmaketheconflictsandissuesof thedaypale incomparison.Afterall,what is
thelifeofacompany,family,governmentandevensocietywhenmeasuredagainsttheal-
mostunimaginablescaleofgeologicaltime.In16years,withsomeadvancementsinDNA
sequencing,scientistshavemanagedtopushbacktheboundariesof lifeonalargeswathe
of theplanetbymillennia.Meanwhile,EriktheRedisprobablysmilingbeyondthegrave.
Hisadcampaignforahome-in-exilewasn'ta lie,afterall.He justmissedthedate.

GujaratmodelofOpposition-muktpolityisvisible,with
implicationsforpoliticalculture,notjustelections

WIN WITHOUT HIGH COMMAND
InHimachal, Congressdrewfromitspoolof local elites topush its candidates

IF GUJARATEXEMPLIFIES the current invin-
cibilityoftheBJPwithalmostdoublethevote
shareofitsnearestrivalinthestate,Himachal
Pradesh toobrings into sharp focus thediffi-
culties in displacing the BJP—Congress and
BJParepractically tied there in termsof vote
share.Bothassemblyoutcomesalertustothe
fact that the seconddominant party system
thatemergedin2014isnotshowinganysigns
ofdecline.Inasystemdominatedbyoneparty,
expectationsoftheOppositionoftenhingeon
theultimatepossibilityof voter fatigue if not
voter response to genuine economicwoes.
Suchexpectationstendtoignorethecapacity
of the dominant party to keep the voters
hookedtoitsrhetoricandleadership.
In the latest roundof assemblyelections,

thetworesultsgointwodifferentdirections.
Therefore,criticsof theBJPare likelytoexag-
geratetheexampleofHimachalPradeshand
refusetolearnfromtheGujaratresults.While
itwould bemisleading to read toomuch in
theoutcomeinHimachal,thegreatermistake
willbetonotunderstandtheGujaratoutcome
for itsrealmessage.
In terms of electoral history, today’s

Gujarat can be compared toWest Bengal
when the Left Front government keptwin-
ning assembly elections one after the other.
ButthekeydifferenceisthattheLeftFrontwas
a state-specificphenomenonandhadonlya
verylimitedrole,occasionally,attheall-India
level.Incontrast,theBJPaimsatexpandingits
influencealloverthecountryandthepartyis
alreadyintoitssecondtermnationally.
It is true that thedetails of the shapingof

its dominance in each state vary and theBJP
doesnotblindlyseektoreplicate theGujarat
modelofpolitics.Butdespitethesevariations,
andwhilethereisnosingletemplate,thetale
of captivating the electorate and transform-
ing theway voters respond to issues is the
samealmosteverywhere.Thus,initsmassive
victoryinGujaratarehiddenseriousimplica-
tions not just for party competition but also
for India’spoliticalculture.
But let us first address the question

whether the structure of competitionmat-
tered inGujarat andhow far it counts in the
presentmomentofIndianpolitics.Forallthese

yearswhen theBJPhasbeen inpower there,
intermsofelectoralcompetition,Gujarathas
beenabipolarstate.This time, theAAPmade
avolublepitchforbreakingthisbipolarityand
if one looks at the vote shares, it has indeed
breached it, causing serious damage to
Congress.However,itshouldbeadmittedthat
theBJP’sdominancegoesfarbeyondthestruc-
tureofcompetition:Whetherbipolarortrian-
gular,theBJPhasitsdeep-rootedbasethatas-
sures it electoral supremacy in the state. The
entryoftheAAPmayexplainthedebaclefaced
byCongressbutitdoesnotaccountfortheim-
pressiveperformanceoftheBJP.WhattheAAP
did was to underscore the limitations of
Congressas theBJP's challengerandthusen-
surethattheBJPvictorywouldlookbigger.Itis
anothermatterthatthisambitionoftheAAPto
displace Congress dovetails nicelywith the
BJP’sambitionofmakingIndiaCongress-mukt.
In theprocess, politics inGujarat and indeed,
increasingly,politicsofthecountry,movesto-
wardsbeing“Opposition-mukt”.
ItmaybearguedthatwhileCongresssuf-

fersonesetbackafteranother,inalargenum-
berof states therearestate-levelparties that
willwagethebattleagainsttheBJPandthese
parties are in fact the real thorn in its flesh.
Whilethisistrueatthesurfacelevel,manyof
thestatepartiesarevulnerabletocentralinter-
ventions and attacks from the BJP or are
amenabletobuyingpeacewiththedominant
party. Instateafterstate,theBJPissetondec-
imating state-level parties, although at the
momentmajorstatesinthesouthandeastare
ruledbytheseparties.Theponderableques-
tion iswhether theco-existenceof theBJPat
theCentreandnon-BJPparties instatesputs
brakesontheBJP’snarrative.
ThelargerchallengetheGujaratmodelof

anOpposition-muktpolityposesisprobably
theone leastdiscussed.While inGujarat the
BJPhaspostedacleansweepwithmorethan
halftheelectoratevotingforit,astheLokniti-
CSDS reports have shownearlier in the case
ofMP andmore recently forDelhi too, even
amongvotersofnon-BJPpartiesinanassem-
bly election, there is often amarked prefer-
encefortheBJP(andforModi)attheall-India
level. This fact emphasises the need to link

state-levelbattlestoall-Indiacompetitionand
to cultivate a truly non-BJP constituency be-
yondstate-levelconcernsandaffinities.
This inclination toward theBJPandModi

shouldforceanycasualobserverofpoliticsto
giveattentiontoafactorbeyondthestructure
of political competition.What the BJP has
doneinGujaratistocapturetheentiregamut
of publicdiscourseandpolitical culture.Asa
result,anypotentialchallengertotheBJPthere
willeitherhavetodisplayextra-ordinarypo-
liticalskillstoalterthegroundonwhichpolit-
ical contestation unfolds or simply agree to
play the gameby the rules of rhetoric set by
the BJP. In the past two assembly elections,
Congressfailedwhentriedtoadoptadifferent
rhetoric. This time both AAP and Congress
chose to competewithout contesting ideas
and yet they failed. That iswhat theGujarat
modelofnewpoliticsrepresents.
Threeinstances inthisGujaratelection—

twoutterancesandoneeloquentnon-utter-
ance — are characteristic of the BJP’s new
model of Opposition-muktdemocracy.One,
thechillingclaimbythecountry’shomemin-
isterthat2002symbolisedastrictlesson.Two,
a populist remark by an actor-turned-politi-
cian that economic problemswill comeand
go,buttheBJPisimportantbecauseitwillpro-
tect thevoters’ local sentimentsagainst fish-
eating Bengalis. Three, themanner inwhich
the primeministerwent onwaving to the
crowdwhen hewalked toward the polling
boothtocasthisvote.
The first represents theHindu state that

the BJP has de facto brought into being; the
second represents the exclusionary version
of political culture theBJPpopularisesunder
its spuriousnationalismandthe third repre-
sentsthedeinstitutionalisedandleader-cen-
tric idea that is set to replace theprinciple of
constitutional democracy. Ironically,we as a
society are becoming cheer leaders of these
traitswhile the non-BJP parties continue to
feignignoranceaboutthesefactorsimplicitin
theBJP’smodelofanOpposition-muktpolity.

Thewriter,basedatPune, taught
politicalscienceandischiefeditorof

StudiesinIndianPolitics

“CHANGINGPOLITICALPARTIESisakintocut-
tingyourbodyfromthehead.Iwilldiebutnot
shift allegiance,” said a woman in the
SundernagarVidhansabha,whilewaitingto
pickuphersonfromagovernmentschool.
PoliticalpartiesinHimachalPradeshmat-

ter.AspoweralternatesbetweentheBJPand
Congresseveryfiveyears,themobilisationof
the electorate, the setting of public opinion,
andthesustenanceofeliteandworkersalike
areallconductedthroughpoliticalparties. In
thatrespect,whatdoesthechangeingovern-
mentinHimachalPradeshpointto?
Schattschneider’soft-quotedobservation

thatdemocracyis“unthinkablesaveinterms
of parties” is a good start to understanding
theseresults.Politicalpartiesaremultileveled
and internally diverse, but the artistry of the
BJP has been in putting up a coherent front,
levellingalldiscontent. InHimachal, though,
the inner contradictions of the party and its
constituents offer a previewofwhat the fis-
sureswithinthehegemonicpartylooklike.
ConsidertheJaswan-Pragpurconstituency

where theBJP candidate andminister in the
incumbent government, BikramSingh,was
challenged by two independents affiliated
with the larger BJP family. Sanjay Parashar,
withanRSSbackgroundandMukeshKumar,
presidentofthetransportunionandthemin-
ister'sformeraide.The“threeBJPcandidates”
represent the contradiction avoter facesbe-
tween the favoured candidate of the high
command,thelocalRSSmaninchargeofact-
ing as the conduit between the Sangh, the
party,andthem,andthecontractorwhomade

moneyfromirrigationandpublichealthcon-
tracts but gave the locals free transportation
during the pandemic amongother services.
“Myvoteiswiththepartycandidate,butazad
(independents)willtakeawaytheirpersonal
votes,” quips an older man sitting on the
wooden benchwaiting his turn at the pan-
chayatoffice. JaswanPragpurconstituencyis
notanexception.Asresultspour in, it isclear
thattheBJPlostatleastfourconstituenciesin
the Kangra district (the highest number of
seats inVidhanSabha)duetoBJPrebelscon-
testingasazad.
Withanaveragesizeofabout73,000vot-

ers(2022elections)andaveragevictorymar-
ginsof5,600(2017elections),“personalvotes”
matter. In Dharamshala Vidhan Sabha, a
youngpersontalkingabouttheBJPrebeland
independentcandidateVipanNehriatellsus,
“Dekhiye,castesejyada,kaamdekhajaatahai,
coronamein bahutmadad ki but otherwise
bhi kaamkarte hai.” (Look,more than caste,
workisseen,incoronahehelpedalot,buthe
doesworkotherwiseaswell.)
Hemmed by the demise of the iconic

Virbhadra Singh and thenon-existent cen-
tral leadership, the reliance on personal
votes became the default strategy for the
Congressparty.Congressdrewfromitspool
of local elites — petty contractors, political
families,andworkerstopushitscandidates'
personalcharisma.Inthis, itwasalsohelped
by legacyvoters.
TheAAPhadneither the legacyvoternor

thebootsontheground.Italsoreliedonitscan-
didatestodothework.Still,withbothBJPand

Congress candidates saturating thepolitical
marketandAAPslimitedcontactwiththepop-
ulation,therewaslittleexpansionfortheparty.
Inthepast,boththeBJPandCongresshave

reliedoncharismaticandcentralisingleaders
likePKDhumalandVBSingh.Withtheirexit,
the incumbent, JairamThakur, thoughnon-
controversial,wasseenasnonperforming.The
BJP's overreliance on its central leadership,
from ticket distribution to policy decisions,
undercuttingthecadreandintermediariesis
beingreflectedintheresults.WhileCongress
haswon these elections, its lack of a formal
processforincorporatingnewgroupsorgen-
erating leaderswithapopularbasewill con-
tinuetoplaguetheparty.
The results are consistentwith ourwork

onstateelectionswherewefindthatpolitical
parties increasingly rely on centralising state
leaders.Combiningpersonalisticappealswith
limitedwelfare benefits (mostly cash trans-
fers)andundercuttinganyintermediaries,in-
cludingelectedleaders,isbecomingthemodel
forwinningelections.MamataBanerjee,Yogi
Adityanathand JaganReddyareexamplesof
howleadershavecentralisedpower.
InHimachalPradesh,theabsenceofacen-

tralisingstateleaderandprogrammaticinco-
herence in the BJP led to its defeat. For the
Congress, the lack of intraparty democracy,
withno formalmechanismstochallengehi-
erarchies,regulatingconflictwithintheparty
for the next five yearswould be its primary
challenge.

Joshi isaPhDcandidateatBrownUniversity

It may be argued that while
Congress suffers one setback
after another, in a large
number of states there are
state-level parties that will
wage the battle against the
BJP and these parties are in
fact the real thorn in its flesh.
While this is true at the
surface level, many of the
state parties are vulnerable
to central interventions and
attacks from the BJP or are
amenable to buying peace
with the dominant party. In
state after state, the BJP is
set on decimating state-level
parties, although at the
moment major states in the
south and east are ruled by
these parties.

In the past, both the BJP and
Congress have relied on
charismatic and centralising
leaders like P K Dhumal and
VB Singh. With their exit,
the incumbent, Jairam
Thakur, though non-
controversial, was seen as an
nonperforming. The BJP's
overreliance on its central
leadership, from ticket
distribution to policy
decisions, undercutting the
cadre and intermediaries is
being reflected in the results.

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA

B E C A U S E T H E T R U T H I N V O L V E S U S A L L

§ §

THEINDIANEXPRESS,FRIDAY,DECEMBER9,2022
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I hadpromised [the people], that for
BhupendratobreakNarendra's record,
Narendrawilldohis best.— NARENDRA MODITHEEDITORIALPAGE

Reading this victory

Suhas Palshikar

TALKS WITH AKALIS
THECENTREISunderstoodtohavetakenan
initiative todefuse thePunjabsituationand
find a permanent solution.While Swaran
Singh, the former unionminister, is talking
to the Akalis on behalf of the government,
theHomeMinister,PCSethi, istalkingtothe
concerned chief ministers. SPGC President
Gurcharan Singh Tohra advised themedia-
tors tositbackas theyhadnofurther role to
playontheAkalidemands.

ASSAM BLACKOUT
THEASSAMGOVERNMENThasmadeelabo-
rate security arrangements tomaintain law

and order in view of a two-hour statewide
blackout threatened by the All Assam
StudentsUnionandAllAssamGanaSangram
Parishad. They have appealed to the people
toobservetheblackoutbyswitchingofflights
intheir residences.

US-PAK TALKS
THE UNITED STATES has reaffirmed to
Pakistan President Zia-ul Haq its intention
tocontinuetocontributetoPakistan’ssecu-
rity. Zia assured President Reagan that
Pakistanwas not interested in acquiring or
makingnuclearweaponsbuthestressedthe
right of Pakistan to have access to nuclear
technology for “peacefulpurposes”.

RANBIR SINGH NO MORE
NOTEDURDUJOURNALISTandrevolution-
ary,RanbirSingh,75,died inNewDelhi fol-
lowingaheart failure.Hewas thechief ed-
itor of Daily Milap, a leading Urdu
newspaper. An associate of Bhagat Singh,
Ranbirwas sentenced to death but acquit-
ted by the then Punjab High Court on ap-
peal in the Lahore conspiracy case.

H P MINISTER DEAD
DES RAJMAHAJAN, Himachal minister for
transportdiedfollowingamassiveheartat-
tack at the “ChichiMata” temple in Samba
40kmfromJammu.

DECEMBER 9, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

Bhanu Joshi

New Delhi
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“The pandemic, war in Ukraine and uprisings elsewhere have meant that the
world has largely stopped paying attention to events in Myanmar, where the
military is literally pursuing a scorched earth policy.” —THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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THEWINTERSESSIONofParliamentbegan
onWednesday. The BJP has a comfortable
majorityintheLokSabha.Theyeffortlessly
manufactureamajorityintheRajyaSabha.
Thenumbersareontheir side.Butdothey
have the courage to take up even one of
these issues in theongoingwinter session
ofParliament?
Nottwoorthreeof thesixlistedbelow.

Justonewouldbeagoodstart intheforth-
comingtwoweeks.
One,passtheWomen’sReservationBill.

TheWomen's Reservation Bill, seeking to
reserveone-thirdof all seats forwomenin
the Lok Sabha and the state legislative as-
semblies, has been introducedmultiple
timessince1996,buthas failed tobecome
anAct.VersionsoftheBillwereintroduced
in1998,1999and2008.Itwaspassedinthe
Rajya Sabha in 2010 but lapsed upon the
dissolutionoftheLokSabhaandtheforma-
tion of the new government. In its 2014
manifesto, the BJP calledwomen “nation
builders” and “committed to 33 per cent
reservation forwomen in Parliament and
state assemblies”.Walk the talk. Bring the
Bill in December 2022. (Evenwithout the
Women’s Reservation Bill, 36 per cent of
TMCMPsarewomen).
Two, appoint aDeputy Speaker in Lok

Sabha. Article 93 of the Constitution says
thattheLokSabhashouldchoosetwomem-
bers of theHouse as Speaker andDeputy
Speaker as soon as the casemaybe. In the
15thLokSabha,MThambiDuraiwaselected
asDeputySpeakeronthe71stday.Itis1,273
days(3.5years)sincetheLokSabhadoesnot
haveaDeputySpeaker.TheDeputySpeaker
isnotsubordinatetotheSpeaker.Infact,the
Speaker has to tend his resignation to the
DeputySpeakerif s/hechoosestodoso.BR
Ambedkaremphasisedthis functionof the
DeputySpeakeranditsimportanceinkeep-
ing theSpeaker independentof theexecu-
tive by opposing themotion to submit the
Speaker’sresignationtothePresident.
Three, accept a 267 Notice from the

Oppositiontodiscussaburningissue.Rule
267givesRajyaSabhaMPsanopportunity
togiveawrittennotice to suspend regular
business and seek a discussion on an im-
portant issue. The last time such a notice
was admitted was in November 2016
(Hamid Ansariwas the Chairman) on the
issueofdemonetisation.Canyoubelieveit,
for six years, not even one 267 notice has
been permitted? The Opposition de-
manded a discussion under Rule 267 on
severalissuessuchaspricerise,farmers’ag-

itation,Pegasusetc,but tonoavail.
Fourth,thePMhastoansweraquestion

in Parliament. The PrimeMinister has not
answered a single question in the Rajya
Sabha since2014. The last time aquestion
was answered by the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) inRajyaSabhawaswayback
in2016.Since2014,thePMOhasanswered
sevenquestions in theRajya Sabha, as op-
posed to 85 questions answered by the
PMOunderManmohanSingh from2004-
2014.OurPrimeMinister issuchabrilliant
orator. OppositionMPs likemewould be
delightedtoseehimanswerourquestions.
He nowpops in on Thursdaymorning for
allof 15minutes.
Fifth, complywith the Pre-Legislative

ConsultationPolicy.Till2021,75percentof
the bills introduced in Parliament were
presentedwithout anyprior consultation.
Fifty-fourpercentofthebillsplacedforcon-
sultationdidnotadhere to the30-daycon-
sultationperiodmandatedbythePre-Legi-
slativeConsultationPolicy(2014).Important
legislation suchas theRight to Information
(Amendment)Act2019,UnlawfulActivities
Prevention (Amendment) Act 2019, Inso-
lvency and Bankruptcy (Second Amend-
ment) Bill, 2021, the threedraconian Farm
Billsin2020,wereintroducedinParliament
withoutanypriorpublicconsultation.Hav-
ingthenumbersinParliamentdoesnotgive
thegovernment the licence tobypasspub-
licscrutiny.WilltheBJPensurethateverybill
introducedthisWinterSessionhasbeenpla-
cedforpriorpublicconsultationfor30days?
Sixth, let Parliament function for the

schedulednumberofdays.Inthelastseven
sessions of Parliament, the Houses have
been adjourned at an average of five days
prior to the scheduled date. In December
2020, thegovernmentcited thepandemic
asthereasonforcurtailingParliamentwhile
therealreasonfordoingsowastoevadeac-
countabilityforthesince-repealeddracon-
ian farm laws. Parliament sits for less than
100days inayear. TheRajyaSabha last sat
formoredaysthanthat in1974!Thenum-
berofsittingsperyearforLokSabhahasre-
duced froman average of 121 days (1952-
1970) to68daysperyearsince2000.
In2019,IintroducedaPrivateMember’s

BilltoamendtheConstitutiontoprovidefor
afixedcalendarforthethreesessionsofpar-
liamentandaminimumof100daysof sit-
tingsayearforeachHouse.WilltheBJPbring
afixedcalendarforParliamentandmandate
it torunfora100days(ormore)annually?
So here is a challenge to the BJP: Bring

theWomen’s Reservation Bill, appoint a
DeputySpeaker in the LokSabha, accept a
267Notice in the Rajya Sabha, let the PM
answer a question in the Rajya Sabha, put
allbillsforpre-legislativeconsultation,and
bringafixedcalendartoensureaminimum
of100sittings forParliament.
Mr PrimeMinister,will you accept the

challenge?

Thewriter,MemberofParliamentand
Leader,All IndiaTrinamoolCongress

ParliamentaryParty(RajyaSabha),begins
a fortnightlycolumn

My six-point
challenge to BJP

POST-POLL TASKS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Winning Delhi’ (IE, December 8).
With the MCD results in its favour,
AAP can prove its worth further by
ushering inpositive changes inDelhi.
By wisely managing the municipal-
ity’s funds, it canalso reinforce its im-
age as a fiscally responsible party. At
the same time,with BJP losing out by
a slimmargin,ArvindKejriwalwould
dowell to stayalert. Theroleof theLG
inthecapital iscrucial. Thismeansthe
AAP's challenges in runningDelhi the
way itwantswill remain.

Vijai Pant,Hempur

ALAGH’S LEGACY
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘People’s
economist’ (IE, December 8). The de-
mise of noted agricultural economist
YoginderKAlaghissaddening.Hewas
a distinguished scholar, passionate
aboutvariousaspectsof publicpolicy,
particularly ruraldevelopment. Inhis
tenure as the chairman of the IRMA
from 2006-2012, he ushered in big
changes to the institute’s culture.
Alaghwillbe remembered forbeinga
democrat and for his inclusive ap-
proach to development.

S S Paul,Nadia

A NEW FAMILY
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Husband,
wife, spouse’ (IE,December7).Thena-
tionwide debate around the uniform
civil code is agreatopportunity forus
to reimagine the institution of mar-
riage inthecontemporarycontext.We

need a gender-neutral law on mar-
riage. Adoption and inheritance have
to be in line with the aspirations of a
new-age family. Thestateandsociety
havetobeaccommodativeof thegen-
uine demands on this issue.

SudipKumarDey, Barasat

DEFINING ROLES
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘All's in the
name’ (IE, December 8). The differ-
ences in nomenclature of district
magistratesacross thecountrycauses
confusion among people. “Develo-
pmentcommissioner”definestherole
of the district magistrate as the key
person responsible to execute all the
development schemes in a district.
But a mere change in nomenclature
willnotbeeffective inasystemwhere
there is limited decentralisation of
powers. A structural change is the
need of the hour.

AbhishekMishra,Allahabad

ON DEMONETISATION
THISREFERSTO the report, ‘Bringbe-
foreus recordsofDemonetisation:SC
to Centre, RBI’ (IE, December 8). The
records requested by the Supreme
Court will clarify the veracity of the
Centre and RBI’s claims that demon-
etisation of 500, and 1000 currency
notes followed the procedure pre-
scribed inSection26(2)of theReserve
Bankof IndiaAct, 1934.However, one
thing is certain. PM Narendra Modi’s
demonetisationannouncementcame
beforethe“Gazettenotification”men-
tioned in the act.

LRMurmu,NewDelhi

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

THEBJPHASregisteredastunningwininthe
2022Gujaratelections. Iuse thewordstun-
ningbecausethisistheseventhconsecutive
time theBJPhaswon the state and ifwe in-
cludethe1990election,whereBJPandJanata
Dalfoughtinanallianceandswepttheseats
that they contested, the count goes up to
eight.Therehavebeenmanyvariablesinthe
BJP’s success in Gujarat over the last three
decadesbutoneconstanthasbeenNarendra
Modi. In different circumstances, adopting
differentmethods he has strengthened the
BJP, making it the force that it is now. I will
broadly divide his efforts into two parts —
overcoming the crisis of electability and
overcoming thecrisisof governability.
Let me explain the first point. In 1987,

when Narendra Modi was sent to the BJP
from the RSS, themorale of the party was
at an all-time low. In two successive polls
—1980and1985—theCongresshadswept
toofficewith150seats.TheLokSabhapolls
of 1984werealsodisappointing for theBJP.
At sucha time, themoodof thepartycadre
wasatanall-timelowandtheorganisation,
despitehavingmanybright leaders,wasat
risk of withering away. This is whenModi
made his debut. The immediate task was
the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation
election.Atthetime,aCongressvictorywas
a foregone conclusion. But it was the BJP
whichwon andModi played an anchoring
role in this.Heworkedoncandidate selec-

tion, giving importance to candidateswith
a clean image, professionals and old grass
roots workers. He emphasised speaking
about theparty's positive vision andat the
same time, coming down heavily on the
vote bankpolitics of the Congress. This led
to richdividends.
In the next few years,Modi devised the

effectivetoolsofyatrasandmasscontactpro-
grammes.Inthelate1980s,Gujaratwassuf-
fering from a severe drought, which was
madeworse by the apathy of the state gov-
ernment.Modi devised a simple and effec-
tivemethod—acharter, inwhichBJPwork-
ers prepared a list of services people were
entitled to. Thismadeevident to thepeople
therampantcorruptioninthestateoverthe
years. In 1989, he came up with another
unique idea— the LokShakti Yatra. This ya-
tra was aimed at enhancing the image of
Keshubhai Patel and giving him a pan-
Gujaratimagewithsuccessful impact.Thus,
asthe1989LokSabhaelectionsapproached,
theBJPwasno longerseenasnon-electable
and the party won the highest number of
seatsinGujarat,morethantheCongressand
JanataDal.
ItwasnotonlyModi’sactionsbutalsohis

renunciationthathelpedtheBJP.Inthepolit-
ical crisisof 1995-1996,hewaswronglyvil-
ified andmoved out of Gujarat. He did so,
complyingwith the party directive even as
otherleadersbroketheparty; someevenal-

liedwith theCongress.
My second point pertains to the BJP’s

abilitytogovernanddeliver.TheBJPdidform
the government in 1995but itwas plagued
byfactionalism.In1998,whentheBJPagain
gotaclearmandate,thegovernmentdidnot
leavemuchofamarkintermsofgovernance.
Cyclone relief left a lot to be desired, the
drought responsewas not great either and
the 2001 earthquake relief measureswere
also inadequate. The BJP suffered electoral
reverses in the local bodypolls in 2000and
the last strawwasadefeat in theSabarmati
assembly, which was part of the
Parliamentary seat of L K Advani, then
deputy PM. It was increasingly clear that
while theBJPwaswinning, its ability tode-
livergoodgovernancewasquestionable.
October7,2001, changedthat.
Right throughhis first100days inoffice,

Modi showedwhat last mile governance
oughttobe.HewasinKutchensuringtimely
relief, he spent Diwali with those affected,
andwas touring other parts of the state fo-
cusing on reforming the power andwater
sectors.As timepassed,Gujaratwasseenas
a turnaround state of sorts — a place like
Kutch,whoseobituaryhadbeenwrittenear-
lier, was reborn as a hub of development, a
drydistrictlikeBanaskanthabecameknown
foragriculture,dairiesopenedinSaurashtra,
urban infra boomed in Ahmedabad, Surat,
Rajkot and Vadodara, power discomswere

reformed, schoolswereopened in tribal ar-
easandmore.Astateknownfornaturaldis-
asterswas nowdrawing investments from
theworld.Modifoughteveryelectiononthe
agendaofvikasandthepeopleofGujaratre-
ciprocatedwithaffection.
Therealsuccessof apoliticianlies inthe

long-term institutional change he or she
canbringintopolitics.Modihas institution-
aliseddevelopmentas the fulcrumaround
which Gujarat politics revolves. Every dis-
cussionboilsdowntowhichpartywasbet-
ter and seen as credible at delivery of gov-
ernance. For all the criticism of individual
centricpolitics, theBJPhaswoneveryelec-
tion in Gujarat afterModimoved to Delhi.
Yes, theprimeattractionremainsModibut
the BJP organisation is still very vibrant in
Gujarat.NeithertheCongressnorAAPhave
been able to replicate this organisational
strength. The BJP’s organisation has been
consistentlyshaped,moldedandsolidified
byNarendraModi, making it a formidable
force, hard toovercome.Thepersonal con-
nectandboothlevelassociationshavebeen
keydifferentiators.
On balance, 2022was a good year elec-

torallyfortheBJP.ButIamsureamongallthe
wins, thewin in Gujarat is a lot sweeter for
thepartyandparticularlyforNarendraModi.

Thewriter is formerchairman
ofPrasarBharati

The sweetest win
PMModihasbeeninstrumental inconsolidatingBJPstrengthinGujarat

First, summonthewill topass
theWomen’sReservationBill in
theWinterSessionof Parliament

Shashi ShekharVempati

The NJAC Act, 2014, which
prescribed the procedure for
appointment and transfer
of judges, was riddled with
contradictions and
absurdities. Section 5(1)
required the NJAC to
recommend the senior-most
judge of the Supreme Court
as the Chief Justice of India
“if he is considered fit to
hold the office”. Neither the
99th Amendment nor the
NJAC Act had any
prescribed criteria of what
constituted fitness to hold
office. On what ground
could the senior-most judge
become ‘unfit’? No answer.

THE RECENT ATTACKS on the collegium
systemand theSupremeCourt arediscon-
certingastheycomefromtheLawMinister
and theVice-President. Thecollegiumsys-
tem has been criticised in the past and so
has the Supreme Court for having struck
down the99th constitutional amendment
that created the National Judicial
AppointmentsCommission(NJAC)andwas
voted almost unanimously in bothHouses
of Parliament.
Butvery fewcriticsunderstandthat the

constitutional amendment and the NJAC
Act, 2014 was so badly drafted that the
NJACwould have collapsed under its own
contradictions. All the counsels who ar-
gued against the amendment, including
Fali Nariman, the late Anil Divan, the late
Ram Jethmalani and this writer, had re-
peatedly informedtheSupremeCourt that
theyhadnoobjectiontotheNJACreplacing
the collegium provided judges, sitting or
retired, were in a clear majority in the
Commission.But theUnionof Indiarefused
to relent and the 99th amendment was
eventually struck down as being violative
of the basic structure.
A simple analysis of the appointment

process shows that it was unworkable.
UnderArticle 124A, theNJACoddly had an
even number of six members but the
Chairperson, the Chief Justice of India, had
no casting vote. What would happen if
therewas a tie and, therefore, a deadlock?
Noanswer.
TheChief Justice and thenext two sen-

ior judges represented the judiciary. The
LawMinister and two “eminent persons”
were the other three. One of the eminent
members had to be nominated from per-
sons belonging to the Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes
or should be a woman. In as many as 67
Central Acts, the “eminent persons” who
havetobeappointedaspartof acommittee
oracommission,musthaveexpertise inthe
subject that the statute covers. For exam-
ple,undertheBiologicalDiversityAct,2002,
amemberof theBiodiversityAuthorityhad
to be eminent in the field of “conservation
andsustainableuseofbiologicaldiversity”.
Andamemberof theAcademicCommittee
under the National Law School University
of IndiaAct, 1986hadtobeeminent in law.
Strangely, to select Supreme Court or

high court judges, the eminent person
needednoconnectionwiththe law. In fact,
during the arguments, the response of the
Unionof Indiawascategorical:Theeminent
members need have no knowledge of law
or the functioning of the courts. It was
stated that even M S Swaminathan, the
renownedagricultural scientist, couldbea
member.Thus,one-thirdof theNJACcould
be constitutionally and blissfully unaware
of the functioningof theSupremeCourt or
thehighcourtsandyetdecidethedestinyof
our higher judiciary.
The NJAC Act, 2014, which prescribed

the procedure for appointment and trans-
fer of judges, was riddled with contradic-
tionsandabsurdities.Section5(1)required
the NJAC to recommend the senior-most

judge of the Supreme Court as the Chief
Justiceof India“ifheisconsideredfit tohold
the office”. Neither the 99th Amendment
nor theNJACAct had any prescribed crite-
ria of what constituted fitness to hold of-
fice.Onwhatgroundcouldthesenior-most
judgebecome “unfit”?Noanswer.
A shocking provision was the veto

power:Norecommendationcouldbemade
by the NJAC if any two of the sixmembers
disagreed. There could not be a more bla-
tantmethodof frustratingtheappointment
processandenablingtheexecutivetocom-
pletely dominate the judiciary.
The selection procedure for the high

court judges was even more bizarre. The
Chief Justiceandtwosenior-most judgesof
every high court had to nominate persons
to the NJAC for appointment as high court
judges.Simultaneously, theNJACcouldalso
nominatepersons forappointmentashigh
court Judges.Whatwouldhappenif thetwo
sets of nominees were different? No an-
swer.Further, theNJAChadto“elicit inwrit-
ing”theviewsof theGovernorandtheChief
Minister. What would happen if the two
took opposite views?Whose viewwould
prevail?Noanswer.
And now comes the worst blow. The

NJAC had the power to frame regulations

laying down the criteria of suitability, and
the procedure of appointing judges of the
SupremeCourtandtheHighCourts.These
regulations had to be tabled before both
Houses of Parliament. Under section 13,
Parliament had the power to nullify these
regulationsormodify them.This single fa-
talsectionmadeacompletemockeryof the
appointment process. The present col-
legium system, despite its drawbacks, is a
far better method of selecting Supreme
Court andHighCourt judges.
Mostpoliticians,while inpower,areal-

lergicand intolerant toan independent ju-
diciary. It requiresapolitician to rise to the
level of a statesman and a visionary to un-
derstandhowvital an independent judici-
ary is to the functioningof aconstitutional
democracy. Democracy does not endwith
freeandfairelections.Of equal importance
are robust and independent institutions
that create the necessary checks and bal-
ances. The repeated and orchestrated at-
tacks on the collegium and the judiciary
will, toborrowthewordsof JusticeDouglas,
“set inmotionasubversive influenceofour
owndesign that destroys us fromwithin.”

Thewriter practices in the Supreme
Court andhadappeared in theNJAC case

A corrosive strike at court
Repeatedattacksbygovernmentoncollegiumsystemaredisturbing.Despite itsdrawbacks, it isabetter

methodthanthejettisonedandunworkableNational JudicialAppointmentsCommission

CR Sasikumar

Arvind PDatar

ZERO HOUR
byDerekO’Brien

New Delhi
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AVINASHNAIR
AHMEDABAD,DECEMBER8

WITH 105 new entrants, 14
womenandoneMuslim,inaddi-
tion to the 77 sittingMLAswho
have been re-elected, the 15th
LegislativeAssemblyofGujaratis
all set to be amix of fresh faces
andexperiencedhands.
Amongthenewfaceswill be

RivabaJadeja—abusinesswoman
andthewifeofcricketerRavindra
Jadeja—who won from the
JamnagarNorthconstituencyby
more than 50,000 votes. There
were13womenMLAsinthe14th
Assembly, while the preceding
Assemblyhadarecord17women
MLAs.
Apart fromRivaba, there are

twootherbusinesswomen—Rita
PatelandMaltiMaheshwari.Rita
isthenewlyelectedBJPMLAfrom

Gandhinagar North seatwhich
coversthestate’scapital.Abuilder
byprofession,sheisthemayorof
GandhinagarMC.Maheshwari,
whowonfromtheGandhidham
seat, is intologisticsbusiness.
The newAssemblywill also

havethreepractisingdoctors,in-
cluding the deputy mayor of
RajkotMunicipalCorporation,Dr
DarshitaShahwhowonfromthe
RajkotWestseat,whichwasrep-
resented by former CM Vijay
Rupaniin2017.Theotherdoctors
includeDarshanDeshmukhand
PayalKukraniwhowonNandod
andNarodarespectivelyforBJP.
Apart from them, Darshana

Vaghela—the newly elected BJP
candidate from Asarwa in
Ahmedabad—is a housewife,
while Sejal Pandya from
Bhavnagar-East is into teaching
and coaching. Of the 13women
MLAsfromtheBJP,fivearesitting

MLAs.Thelonefemalerepresen-
tationfromtheCongressisitssit-
tingVavMLA,GenibenThakor.
TheloneMuslimrepresenta-

tioninthenewAssemblywillbe
sitting Congress MLA Imran
Khedawala,whowas re-elected
byamarginof13,600votes.
ThenewHousewillalsohave

the company of twoof the rich-
est candidateswho fought the
2022 elections. JS Patelwith de-
clared assetsworthRs661 crore
wononaBJP ticket fromMansa,
while former Congressman,
Balvantsinh Rajput—with de-
clared assets of Rs 372 crore—
wonSidhpurforthesaffronparty.
The15thLegislaturewillalso

haveMLAs such asHardik Patel
whohas asmany as 22 criminal
cases—the highest among the
candidates this time—lodged
againsthim.HardikwononaBJP
ticket fromViramgam. Govind

Parmar (79), whowonUmreth
seatonaBJPticket,willbetheold-
estcandidateinthenewHouse.
A total of 126MLAs recon-

tested the2022polls. Thevoters
re-elected 77 of themof which
84% are from the BJP,while 12%

arefromtheCongress.Therestin-
clude former Congress MLA
Dhavalsinh Zala—who fought as
an independent after being de-
niedaticketandwonfromBayad,
andKandhal Jadejawho fought
onaSamajwadiPartyticketafter

theNCPdeclinedtobackhimasa
partycandidatefromKutiyana.
Of the total 111 outgoing BJP

MLAsinthe14thstatelegislature,
the party had given tickets to 71
MLAs;thus,allowing64%ofthem
to recontest in the 2022polls. In
comparison, the Congress had
giventickets to85%(51MLAs)of
their 60MLAs left in theHouse
followingastringofresignations
towards the endof the five-year
term. While 65 BJP MLAs
emerged victorious, only 10
CongressMLAs couldwin a sec-
ondtermas theAAPcut into the
voteshareofmanyof them.
Suspended from the BJP,

Madhu Srivastav,who fought as
an independent, lost from
Waghodia seat in Vadodara.
Similarly,ChottuVasava,whohad
won on a Bharatiya Tribal Party
ticketin2017,alsolostasaninde-
pendent from Jhagadia. These

twowerealsoamongthe126sit-
tingMLAswhorecontested.
Of thesevensittingBJPMLAs

wholostthepollsincludedastate
minister Kirtisinh Vaghela. An
MLA from Kankrej seat in
BanaskanthadistrictandMinister
of State for Primary, Secondary
andAdultEducation,Vaghelalost
to theCongress' Amrutji Thakor,
the brother of Gujarat Congress
president JagdishThakor.
Former cabinetminister and

sittingBJPMLA fromChanasma,
Dilip Thakor, lost to Congress's
Dinesh Thakor by some 1,300
votes. Another former cabinet-
rankministerBabuBokhiria lost
tohisarchrivalArjunModhwadia
of theCongressfromPorbandar.
Inasurprisingresult,six-time

MLA from Gariadhar seat in
Bhavnagar district, Keshu
Nakrani, lost to theAAP’s Sudhir
Vaghani.

Some Key
Numbers
HIGHEST MARGIN

1,92,263VOTES
GHATLODIA
WINNER:
BhupendraPatel,BJP,
2,13,530votes
RUNNER-UP:
AmeeYajnik,Congress,
21,267votes

NARROWESTMARGIN

577VOTES
RAPAR
WINNER:
VirendrasinhJadeja,
BJP,66,961votes
RUNNER-UP:
BhachubhaiAarethiya,
Cong,66,384votes

THE BIG
WINNERS

HARDIK
PATEL,
BJP
(Viramgam)

MOHAN
KOKNI,
BJP
(Vyara)

ALPESH
THAKOR,
BJP
(Gandhinagar
South)

HARSH
SANGHAVI,
BJP
(Majura)

JIGNESH
MEVANI,
Congress
(Vadgam)

THEBIG LOSERS
Oppleader
SUKHRAM
RATHWA,
Congress
(Jetpur)

KESHUBHAI
NAKRANI,
BJP
(Gariadhar)

GOPAL
ITALIA,
AAPstate
convenor
(Katargam)

ISUDAN
GADHVI,
AAPCMface
(Khambhalia)

Ex-LoP
PARESH
DHANANI,
Congress
(Amreli)

77 SITTING MLAS RE-ELECTED

New Gujarat House: 105 fresh faces, 14 women, several doctors

BJPNOWFIRSTCHOICEFORCROSS-SECTIONOFPEOPLE,SAYSMODI

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwithBJPpresident JPNadda,andUnionministersAmitShahandRajnathSinghinDelhionThursday. TashiTobgyal

GujaratChiefMinisterBhupendraPatelwithstateBJPchief
CRPaatil inAhmedabad.NirmalHarindran

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

ASSERTINGTHAT theAssembly
poll results haveproved that the
electorate has identified people
who are “creating fresh chal-
lenges” for the nation, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
India's future canbebrightened
onlybyerasingthefaultlines,not
bydeepeningthem,andthatcon-
flictscanbecreatedbyanyone,but
thosewho think of the country
firstshouldbringpeopletogether
sothatthenationmarchesahead.
Addressingpartyworkers at

the BJP headquarters here on
Thursdayevening,aftertheparty
scoreda landslidewin inGujarat
and faced defeat to Congress in
HimachalPradesh,Modisaidthe
resultsalsoprovethatBJPhasbe-
come the first choice for a cross-
sectionof thepeople—be it “the
villageor thecity, thepooror the

middleclass,farmersorlabourers
—theirfirstchoiceisBJP”.
He said the country's youth,

women, andpeople from tribal
communities have voted for the
partysincetheyhaverealisedBJP
works for them, and is capable
enough to takeonall challenges.
“When the youth voted in large
numbers for BJP, themessage is
clear that they have checked,
tested and trusted ourwork.. . It
means the youthwant BJP's de-
velopment-orientedpolitics, not

apoliticsgovernedbydynastyor
castelines,”hesaid.
Maintainingthatwomen,too,

choseBJP,hesaid, “Noothergov-
ernmenthasdonesomuchtoim-
prove their lives.” People from
Gujarat's tribal belt also “blessed
BJP, and the partywon 34 of 40
seats”intheregion,hesaid.
Reiteratinghis confidence in

thepeople of Gujarat,Modi said
he had asked the electorate to
breaktherecordhehadset,refer-
ring to the 127 seats BJPwon in

2002.“Ihadurgedthemtobreak
the recordof Narendra; (so that)
BhupendrasurpassesNarendra's
record, and for that Narendra
(Modi) will work with all his
might. But thepeoplehavedone
wonderful (work)...they created
therecordofbreakingrecordsand
madehistory,” he said, referring
toBJPbagging156seatsandsur-
passing Congress's 149-seat
record,setundertheleadershipof
lateMadhavsinhSolankiin1985.
Applauding Gujarat Chief

Minister BhupenderPatel forhis
victorywithamarginof nearly2
lakhvotes,Modirecalledthe“dif-
ficult times”hehimselfhadtogo
throughaftertakingoverasCMin
2001. But, he added, those times
had “emboldened” and inspired
himtobestronger and takebold
decisionsforthestate.
InHimachal Pradesh,where

theCongresswon,hesaidthedif-
ferencewas less than 1% votes.
But, he added, theparty and the

Centralgovernmentwillnotcom-
promisewith the commitment
forthestate’sdevelopment.
Modi also referred to some

“neutralpeoplewhokeepchang-
ingtheircolours”,andtotheAam
AadmiParty,withoutnaming it,
and said despite the build-up it
hadmade,thepartylostdeposits
onmany seats in Uttarakhand,
andnowinHimachalPradesh.
BJP president J PNaddawas

sharper in his attack on AAP.
Callingtheparty’schiefandDelhi
CM Arvind Kejriwal a “kattar
baiman”(utterlydishonest),heal-
leged that thiswas the first time
inIndependentIndiathatapoliti-
cianneededaboardtoshowcase
hishonesty.“Thisshowsthatheis
akattarbaiman,” hesaid. “Anew
party came to insultGujarat, the
leader of that party said that our
(AAP's)government iscomingto
Gujarat.Heshouldnowapologise
to thepeople formisleadingand
foolingthem.”

Sanghavi,
three other
ministers
win by huge
margins
KAMAALSAIYED
SURAT,DECEMBER8

FOURSTATEcabinetministers—
Harsh Sanghavi, Vinodbhai
Moradiya, Mukesh Patel and
PurneshModi—whocontested
the assembly elections in Surat
fromMajura, Katargam, Olpad
and Surat West seats respec-
tively, wonwith hugemargins,
defeating candidates from the
Congress, theAAPandothers.
Minister for Urban Housing

and Urban Development
Vinodbhai Moradiya wonwith
amargin of 64,627 votes from
Katargam seat, defeating AAP
candidate Gopal Italia (55,878
votes) and Congress’s Kalpesh
Variya (26,840votes).
At Surat’s Majura, MoS for

HomeHarshSanghavicontested
theelectionforthethirdconsec-
utive timeandwonwithamar-
gin of 1.16 lakh votes, defeating
CongressandAAPcandidates.
In Olpad, cabinet minister

Mukesh Patel won by amargin
of 1.15 lakh votes, defeating
Congress and AAP candidates.
On SuratWest seat, BJP candi-
date and state cabinetminister
PurneshModi (1,22,981 votes)
won by a margin of 1.04 lakh
votes,defeatingCongresscandi-
date SanjayShah (18,669votes)
and AAP candidate Moxesh
Sanghavi (16,955votes).
TalkingtoTheIndianExpress,

Sanghavi said, “The27-year-old
relationship between the BJP
and Gujarat has taken a new
turn... Today it has been proved
that the people of Gujarat and
theBJPhasbecomeJodiNo.1.”

Unscathed by bridge collapse,
BJP wins all three seats in Morbi
GOPALKATESHIYA
RAJKOT,DECEMBER8

THEBRIDGE tragedy,which left
135peopledeadinMorbitownon
October30,hadlittleeffectonthe
electoralfortunesoftherulingBJP.
The party managed to win all
threeAssemblyseatsinMorbidis-
trictwithhandsomemargins.The
Congresshadwonall threeseats
inMorbiin2017.
BJP candidate Kantilal

Amrutiya won in the Morbi
Assemblyconstituencybydefeat-
ingJayantilalPatelofCongressby
62,079 votes. Amrutiya polled

1,14,538voteswhileJayantilalgot
52,459 votes. AAP candidate
PankajRansariyagot17,544votes.
A five-timeMLA fromMorbi,

Amrutiyahadbuilthis campaign
aroundhisrescueactattheJhulto
Pul bridge site. Videos of him
swimmingintherivertosavepeo-
ple,whohad fallen in it after the
bridge collapse, had gone viral.
While campaigning, he spoke
abouthowhejumpedinthewater
tosavepeoplewhileotherleaders
watchedfromtheriverbank.
TheCongressandAAPhadtar-

geted the BJP government over
thebridgeincident,accusingitof
negligenceandclaimingthat the

factthatbridgecouldnotbemain-
tainedproperlyexposedthereal-
ity of development claimsof the
rulingparty.
However, Amrutiya’s rival

JayantilalPatelbarelymentioned
theincidentduringthecampaign.
InneighbouringTanakaraseat,

which includes parts of Morbi
town, BJP’s Durlabhji Dethariya
defeated sitting CongressMLA
Lalit Kagathara by 10,256 votes.
Kagathara is also the working
presidentofstatePCC.
InWankaner,aCongressbas-

tion,BJP’sJituSomanidefeatedsit-
tingCongressMLAMahmadjavid
Pirzadaby19,955votes.

Rebels take 2 seats away from BJP

ADITIRAJA
&PARIMALDABHI
VADODARA,AHMEDABAD,DEC8

THE BJPmay havewitnessed a
landslidevictoryinGujaratbutthe
party’s inability tomollify rebels
following the announcement of
candidatesinNovemberhasalso
broughtabittersweetexperience
—withthepartylosingatleasttwo
seatstoitsrebels.
TheBJP faced a shock-defeat

inWaghodiawhereparty candi-
dateAshwinPatelwasfacingtwo
rebels—seven-termMLAMadhu
Shrivastava and influential party
leaderDharmendrasinhVaghela.

WhileShrivastavabagged14,645
votes, Vaghela cut the BJP’s un-
beatenrunfromthisseatbybag-
ging 77,905 votes. AshwinPatel,
whowas the district unit presi-
dentofVadodarauntilhis candi-
dature,got63,899votes.
Independent candidate

DhavalsinhZala registeredasur-
prisewin inBayad constituency
of Aravalli district. A Thakor-
Kashtriya, Zala was elected
CongressMLAfromthesameseat
in 2017. However, in 2019Rajya
Sabha elections, he cross-voted
andlaterresignedfromassembly
andCongress.Hethenjoinedthe
BJP,which fieldedhim in theby-
elections from the same seat.

However,ZalalosttoCongress.
Inthiselection,Zalasoughta

BJP ticket but was denied.
Hundredsof hisprotestingsup-
porters reached BJP headquar-
ters inGandhinagar.Heeventu-
ally filed nomination as an
Independent fromBayad.
In Padra constituency,where

theBJPfacedarebelcandidate in
Dinesh Patel, director of Baroda
Dairy,thepartymanagedtoregis-
ter a win with its candidate
Chaintanyasinh Zala bagging
66,226votes,while sittingCong-
ressMLA Jashpalsinh Padhiyar
bagged60,048votes.DineshPatel
bagged51,109votes,whichcould
havebeenadecidingfactor.

Man of few words
and many votes
— CM Patel bags
record win again

OATHONDECEMBER12

PARIMALDABHI
GANDHINAGAR,DECEMBER8

GUJARAT CHIEF Minister
Bhupendra Patel, who is set to
taketheoathforthesecondtime
onDecember12, onWednesday
broke his own2017biggest vic-
torymargin(1,17,750votes)record
as hewonhisGhatlodia seat by
1,92,263votesthis time,whichis
againthehighestinthestate.
Prime Minister Narendra

ModiwhohaddescribedPatelas
“mrudu anemakkam (mild and
firm)”willbeatPatel’sswearing-
in ceremony at the Helipad
groundinsidetheNewSecretariat
complexonDecember12, along
withUnionHomeMinisterAmit
Shah. State BJP chief C R Paatil
made the announcement at a
press conferenceheld after BJP’s
victoryonThursday.
“People of Gujarat haveonce

againnegatedtheanti-nationalel-
ementswhilegivinganopportu-
nity to the nationalists to serve
them,”Patelsaidaftertheresults.
WhenModikickedofftheBJP

campaign fromValsadwith the
slogan “we have built this
Gujarat”, the PMhad said, “This
time,theBJPwillbreakalltheold
recordsofvictory.Iwillcomehere
regularly, whenever needed. I
havecomeheretobreakmyown
victoryrecord…Ihavecomehere
sothatBhupendra(ChiefMinister
Bhupendra Patel) can break the

recordofNarendra…Thiselection
is not fought by Narendra or
Bhupendra, it is fought by my
brothersandsisters.”
Five years ago, the Kadva

Patidar leader(Patel)hadwonby
thethenhighestmarginof1,17,750
votesinthestate,breakingtheear-
lierrecordofhismentorandnow
UPGovernor Anandiben Patel,
whohadwonby1,10,395 votes
fromGhatlodia.TheGhatlodiaseat
inAhmedabadcityhas thehigh-
estnumberofvotersinGujarat.
Abuilder byprofession, Patel

was brought in as the CM in
September last year, replacing
VijayRupaniinamovewherethe
BJPalsoreplacedtheministers.
A man of few words, Patel

listed out the range of develop-
mental initiatives that theBJP is
planningtoimplementinGujarat,
including agriculture infrastruc-
ture,expansionofSujalamSuflam
irrigation canals and SAUNI
Yojana, vaccination of livestock,
developing country's first blue
economyindustrialcorridor,and
creating20lakhjobopportunities
innextfiveyears.OnThursdayat
a partymeeting, he said the vic-
torywas a stampof approval for
“politicsofdevelopment”started
byPMModi.“Wheneverelections
are held, BJP always give an ac-
countofworksdonebyit.TheBJP
worker always stays attached
with the people and the results
show that the attachment has
onlygrowndeeper,”Patelsaid.

2017

2022SAFFRON
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■ BharatiyaJanataParty ■ Congress
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Amidcelebrations,
awarning

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi tookaswipeapparently
atpolitical analysts, calling them“neutralswhochanged
their colours”andwarningparty leadersandworkers
against their “zulm (atrocities)”.Healsocautionedthat
such zulmwillnowincreaseagainsthimaswell andasked
workers to increase their restraintandspirit of service.

PM:Urgedpeople tohelpBhupendrabreak
Narendra’s record; theybrokeall records

Unexpecteddefeats forparty inWaghodiaandBayad

New Delhi
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MAKINGSENSEOFTHERESULTS

HowCong fritteredaway its2017gains:
steadydefectionsonground, noone face
Party lostvotertrustwithdefectionsover last fewyears; failedtogaugeAAPeffect, saystate leaders

LEENAMISRA&
RITUSHARMA
AHMEDABAD,DECEMBER8

FORTHECongress,morethanis-
sues that the BJP attacked it for
— Medha Patkar joining the
Bharat JodoYatra,orthe“aukat”
and “Raavan” remarks by its
leaders against PrimeMinister
NarendraModi,amongothers—
it was the perception that the
“CongressMLAisaneasydefec-
tor” that sealed the party's fate,
sayCongress leaders.
As the party nursed the

wounds after its worst defeat,
and stared at a bleak future in
Gujarat, finishing with just 17
seats and a vote share of 27%,
Congress general secretary in
charge of the state, Raghu
Sharma, resigned on Thursday
evenas the results came in.
“We lost the confidence of

thevoter,whowasnotsurethat
if he or she voted for our candi-
date, whether the latter would
staywith the party,” said a na-

tionalCongress leader.
This perception was rein-

forced by Arvind Kejriwal, who
kept emphasising in his cam-
paignthatavotetotheCongress
is a vote “wasted” — that a
CongressMLA, the AamAadmi
Party (AAP) chief maintained,
wouldeventually joinBJP.
Thistrendofdefection,which

beganaheadofthe2017Assembly
elections,whennearly a dozen
CongressMLAsjoinedBJP,contin-
ued even in 2022. In the end, at
least19 formerCongressmengot
BJP tickets this time,withmany
finishingwinners.
Thus,thepartycouldneither

securetheseatsinthetribalbelt
nor win the minority-domi-
natedconstituencies.
Besides thenagging faults—

such as factionalism, a late and
low-keycampaignlackingimag-
ination,andashoestringbudget
—theCongressleadershipfailed
to gauge the damage that AAP
was to cause it. “The AAP took
awaymanyofourvotes. Itwasa
partywithoutbaggage,whilewe

have so much of it,” a senior
Congressleadersaid.Thisleader
credited AAP for talking about
the“basicissues”,which,hesaid,
Congress failed to raise.
Besidesbaggingfive,AAPfin-

ished second on 34 seats, and a
voteshareof 12%.
Amongthemajorlosersfrom

the Congress were Leader of

Opposition Sukhram Rathwa,
former Leader of Opposition
PareshDhanani, four-termMLA
from Muslim-dominated
Dariapur constituency
Gyasuddin Shaikh, and Punaji
Gamit fromtheChristian-dom-
inatedVyaraseat.
The one gain was the

Porbandar seat, won by former

state unit president Arjun
Modhwadia.
Asked about reasons for the

party notching its lowest vote
share ever in Gujarat, state
Congress chief Jagdish Thakor,
whocalledtheresults“shocking”,
said: "Thesewill be discussed.
Therearenotoneortworeasons
foranelectoralvictoryordefeat.It
is also not the case that there is
loveforBJP(amongpeople)."
In the end, he said, peoples'

voteisimportantinademocracy.
“The Congress fought hard, but
wefailed....Theseresultsindicate
that. I congratulate those who
are going to form the govern-
ment,”hesaid.
Statecongressspokesperson

Manish Doshi said, "The results
are very unexpected. People
heard us and expressed their
support, too, but that did not
convertintovotes.Thepartywill
evaluate the central andwell as
stateelectionstrategyandassess
the results. However, whatever
responsibilitythepeoplegaveus,
wewill servewithdedication.”

ADITIRAJA&
KAMAALSAIYYED
VADODARA,SURAT,DEC8

THETRIBALbeltofGujaratthrew
up a surprise on Thursday, giv-
ing the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) itsmandate in23of the27
ScheduledTribesAssemblycon-
stituencies—thebiggestthatthe
party has got in the state so far.
Congress’sLeaderofOpposition
SukhramRathwawas defeated
from Jetpur Pavi in Chhota
Udepurdistrict.
The BJP emerged as clear

winner in the tribal belt, while
the Congresswas able to retain
only three of its 17 seats — two
of which were won in alliance
with the Bharatiya Tribal Party

(BTP)—from2017.
The BTP, on the other hand,

has beenwiped out of Gujarat
with its patriarch Chhotubhai
Vasava losing his bastion of
Jhagadia, from where he had
beenMLA since 1990. His son,
Mahesh Vasava, had pulled out
of the race inNovember.
Congress sittingMLA Kanti

Kharadi retained Danta seat,
while Tushar Chaudhary
managed to retain
Khedbrahma for the party,
defeating Congress turncoat
AshwinKotwal,whowas con-
testing as a BJP candidate af-
ter resigning inApril this year.
The BJP registered itswin in

Bhiloda constituencywith for-
mer IPS officer PCBarandawin-
ningbyamarginof47,565votes.

The death of Congress veteran
leader Anil Joshiyara inMarch
thisyearhadlefttheseatvacant.
The BJP also won Nandod in
Narmadawhere Statue of Unity
is located with a margin of
28,202 votes --a constituency

thathadbeenat the focusof the
BJP's campaign for tribal devel-
opmentowingtothetourismcir-
cuitdevelopedaroundtheSoU.
In Dahod district, the

Congress faced defeat inDahod,
Garbada and Jhalod tribal con-

stituencies,andinChhotaUdepur
district,thepartylostitsbastions
ofChhotaUdepurandJetpurPavi.
In Dang district, the BJP

snatchedDangandGandeviseats
from theCongress. SittingMLAs
Anand Chaudhary (Mandvi),
Punajibhai Gamit (Vyara) and
Sunil Gamit (Nizar) seats faced
defeatsatthehandsof theBJP.
TheBJPalsosenthomeseven-

termMLAChhotubhaiVasvafrom
hisbastionofJhagadiawithparty
candidateRiteshVasavawinning
by23,500votes.Chhotubhai,who
isthepatriarchofBharatiyaTribal
Party (BTP),wascontestingasan
independent after a falloutwith
son,Mahesh.
Thegrandwin in tribal seats

has reinforced the BJP’s cam-
paign in the tribal belt from

AmbajitoUmargaon,withPrime
Minister Narendra Modi ad-
dressingmassive campaigns in
almost all districts ahead of the
polling,reiteratingtheBJP'spitch
for SoU as the “model for tribal
development”.
TheBJP’scampaignpitchhad

made Nandod Assembly con-
stituency a focal point in the
tribal belt. In Jambughoda on
November 1, Modi said that he
“felt thepulse”of thetribalpeo-
pleandhadresolved todevelop
“placesoftribalpride”,especially
tourismtoboostemployment.
In several tribal seats in the

state,theAAPhasemergedasthe
keyrunner-up,pushingCongress
downthewinners’ chart.
Senior Congress leaders re-

fusedtocommentontheparty’s

performance in the tribal belt,
while BJP MP from Bharuch
MansukhVasavasaid the tribal
votershad“acceptedthemodel
of development” of the BJP
while the party also gained
fromtheCongress’breakingor-
ganisational structure.
Vasava said, “The fact is that

theBJP’sorganisationalstructure
is unbeatably strong. We are
among the people and it has
made a lot of difference. The
Congresspartywasnowhereon
theground...Theirorganisational
structure is broken beyond re-
pair. It has definitely helped the
BJP... Moreover, the tribals are
nowaware thatprojects like the
StatueofUnity (SoU)arechang-
inglives...Theyhaveacceptedthe
BJP’sdevelopmentmodel.”

Behind Cong show:
Listless campaign
in Gujarat; spirited
fight in Himachal
MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

WHEN THE route that Rahul
Gandhi'sBharatJodoYatrawould
takebecameclear somemonths
ago,aCongresssectionexpressed
surprise that the cross- country
marchwouldtravelstraightfrom
KanyakumaritoKashmirwithout
enteringthepoll-boundGujarat.
Adding to its surprise was

Rahul’sdecisiontospendonlya
day inGujarat to address just a
couple of rallies. His presence
was largely symbolic there. As
theCongressclocked itsworst-
everperformanceonNarendra
Modi’s turf, there is a realisa-
tion within the Congress that
the party should perhaps
blamenoone else but itself for
its spectacular fall.
The lack of a visible and

strong Congress campaign in
Gujarat had been puzzling the
party leaders from outside the
state.TherefrainintheCongress
circles Thursday as poll results
started trickling in, was that no
onereallytookownershipof the
party’s campaign there.
Inthe2017Gujaratpolls, the

Congresshadundertakenanen-
ergetic and spirited campaign
andwon 77 of the state's total
182seats.Rahulwasthenonhis
way to become the Congress
president. The election was a
personal challenge for him be-
fore he took over the mantle
fromhismotherSoniaGandhi.
AndRahulhadthentwovet-

eransto leanon–AshokGehlot,
whowas then the AICC general
secretary in charge of Gujarat
and the sharp and astute party

strategistAhmedPatel.Factional
feuds is not a new story in the
Congress and the Gujarat unit
hasnotbeenanexception.
ButwithRahul takingactive

interestintheGujaratcampaign
and the two veterans in charge
of the state, the party had then
managed to keep its internal
feudsundercheck.
Thecampaignhadapurpose

and direction and the leaders
and the cadre perhaps felt the
party had a genuine chance of
upsetting theBJPapplecart.
This time, however, the

Congress'scampaignwaslistless.
Amessagewent out very early
thatthepartywasnotvisiblebut
noeffortwasmadetodispelthis
perception.
In sharp contrast, the grand

oldparty'sstoryintheHimachal
Pradeshpollswasentirelydiffer-
ent. The party's campaignwas
much better in the hill state on
variousscores.
AICC general secretary

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra sensed
very early that the party had a
fightingchance inHimachal.
Keen toensureavictoryun-

der her belt – shehad spectac-
ularly flopped in the Uttar
Pradesh polls held earlier this
year–Priyankaworkedclosely
with Chhattisgarh CM
Bhupesh Baghel for the
Himachal campaign. They had
worked together in Uttar
Pradesh aswell.
Priyankawasinvolvedinthe

designandplanningof thecam-
paign and ticket distribution,
takingalotof feedbackfromthe
ground, where she put in place
a team. FULLREPORT
www.indianexpress.com

CELEBRATIONS
ABJPsupporterdressedupasMahatmaGandhiholdsaplacardofPrimeMinisterNarendraModiduringtheparty’svictory
celebrationsoutsidetheBJPoffice inKhanpur,Ahmedabad,onThursday.NirmalHarindran

`676-cr poll bonds
sold in November,
`660-cr worth
encashed in Delhi

DAMININATH
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

ELECTORAL BONDS worth Rs
676.2 crorewere sold between
November 9 and November 15
when the campaigning for the
Gujarat Assembly polls was in
fullswing,aRightToInformation
(RTI) reply by the State Bank of
India (SBI)onThursdaysaid.
In response to Bihar-based

RTI activist Kanhaiya Kumar's
application, information pro-
vided by the SBI stated that the
Mumbai branch of the bank re-
mained the top choice for buy-
ers, sellingRs309.4croreworth
of electoral bonds, followed by
Delhi with a sale of Rs 225.4
crore, Hyderabad (Rs 89 crore),
Gandhinagar (Rs 37.5 crore,
Jaipur(Rs5.81crore),Kolkata(Rs
5 crore), Bengaluru (Rs 3 crore),
andChandigarh (Rs1crore).
The SBI reply stated that out

of954bondsofvariousdenom-
inations that were sold in the
23rd tranche fromNovember 9
toNovember15,allbutonebond
of Rs 1,000 denomination was
encashed.Mostof thebonds(Rs
660.2 crore) were encashed at
SBI’sbranchinNewDelhi,where
national parties are based. The
only other branchwhere elec-
toral bonds worth Rs 16 crore
were encashed this time
wasHyderabad.
This was the first tranche of

electoral bonds since theUnion
FinanceMinistry onNovember
7 amended the Electoral Bond
Scheme-2018 to allow an addi-
tional 15 days of sales in a year
withanAssemblyelection.
Till then, electoral bonds

were sold by SBI through four
10-day windows in January,
April, July and October, and an
additional 30 days in a year of
LokSabhapolls.
The24thtrancheofelectoral

bonds was announced by the
government last week and are
on sale from December 5 to
December 12. The scheme
started inMarch 2018, after be-
ing announced in the Budget
2017-18 by then-Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley with an
avowedgoalof increasingtrans-
parencyof political funding.

Cong blames
‘unholy nexus’
between BJP,
AAP for loss
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

HAVINGFACEDitsworst-everde-
feat in Gujarat, a shell-shocked
Congress blamedwhat it called
an“unholynexus”betweenAAP
andtheBJPfor its loss.
While AICC in-charge of the

stateRaghuSharmaresigned,the
general secretary inchargeofor-
ganisation,KCVenugopal,vowed
to“deeplyprobe”and“introspect”
thereasonsbehindthedebacle.
Congress president

MallikarjunKharge credited the
Bharat Jodo Yatra led by Rahul
Gandhi, and PriyankaGandhi's
Vadra’s campaign in Himachal
Pradesh for theparty’s victory in
thestate.OntheGujaratoutcome,
Khargesaidthatthepartywillrec-
tify shortcomings, if any. “In
democracy, victories anddefeats
are not permanent. Butwe can-
notleaveourprinciples,”hesaid.
Venugopal said the “unholy

nexusbetweenAAPand theBJP
wasinstrumentalindividingthe
secularvotestoscriptthesaffron
victory” inGujarat.Arguing that
the Yatrawasmoving forward,
touching millions, he said:
“Himachal has chosen itsmes-
sageofcompassionoverhatred.”

BJP WINS 23 OF 27 SCHEDULED TRIBES CONSTUTENCIES, AAP FINISHES SECOND IN SEVERAL SEATS

Tribal belt springs a surprise: Congress battered, BTP wiped out

DESERTED:Congressoffice inAhmedabad,Thursday.Express

ChhotubhaiVasava losthisbastion, Jhagadia;KantiKharadi
(right), theCongressMLAfromDanta, retainedhisseat

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

MINUTES AFTER the Election
Commission of India started re-
leasing the Gujarat trends on
Thursdaymorning,largebanners
cameupoutside theAAP’sDelhi
headquarters, announcing that
theparty, formed in2012on the
backofapowerfulanti-corruption
movement,hasturned“national”.
But attaining the national

statuswastheleastthattheAAP
washopingtoachieveafterhav-
ing led an aggressive campaign
in Gujarat, where the nature of
electoralcontestshasbeenbipo-
lar innature.
Led by Delhi CM and the

party'snationalconvenerArvind
Kejriwal, the AAP launched its
Gujarat campaign last April.
Here are the main takeaways
fromitsperformance:
NATIONAL PARTY: AAP is

settobecometheninthnational
party in the countrybesides the
BJP, Congress, TMC, NCP, CPI,
CPI(M), BSP and National
People's Party. The AAP, which
has governments in Delhi and
Punjab, and some presence in

GoawithtwoMLAs,neededtwo
seats and a little over 6% of the
voteshareinGujarat
to turn national. In
absolute numbers,
while the AAP got
around29,000votes
in2017,contesting29
seats, this time, it se-
cured over 40.8 lakh
votes, contesting all
the 182 sets. In as many as 35
seats, predominantly in the
Saurashtra region, theparty fin-
ishedsecond.
NOISE VS REALITY: By all

means,theAAP’scraftycampaign
involvedmaking a lot of noise,
which helped itmake its pres-
encefeltinthepopulardiscourse

despite no real presence on the
ground. It did so through
Kejriwal'sfrequentvisits,its'guar-
anteecards',anddeputingalarge
contingent of its Punjab leaders
tothewesternstate.
LOCAL FACES WITH

STRONG ROOTS: Among the
five seats that the AAP won is
Dediapada in Narmada district.
That is at least not surprising as
AAP candidate Chaitarbhai
Damjibhai Vasava used to be a
close confidant of Chhotubhai
Vasava of the Bharatiya Tribal
Party (BTP). Now, retaining the

support of the MLAs
will be a challenge for
theAAP.
LONGHAUL: The

curiosity and interest
sparked by the AAP
campaign, hinged on
its “Delhimodel”, was
hard to miss. It was

clear that for many the AAP fit
thebill asaspunkyplayer inthe
Opposition.Now,itsdominance
in Delhi and Punjabwill supply
enoughtailwindforittoemerge
as a stronger pole in the state in
the longrun.

FULLREPORT
www.indianexpress.com

ArvindKejriwaladdresses
themedia inNewDelhi. PTI
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3RDTRANCHE Key takeaways from AAP: Well
begun is a little done in Gujarat

SAURASHTRA
Party Seats Change
AAP 4 +4
BJP 48 +25
Cong 3 -30

SOUTH
Party Seats Change
AAP 0 0
BJP 27 +5
Cong 1 -5

NORTH
Party Seats Change
AAP 0 0
BJP 37 +10
Cong 10 -11

CENTRAL
Party Seats Change
AAP 1 +1
BJP 44 +17
Cong 3 -15

HOWPARTIES
PERFORMED,
REGION-WISE
The Bharatiya Janata
Party hasmade the
highest gains in the
Saurashtra region, where
AAPhas also wonmost
of its Assembly seats

New Delhi
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In crucial Kangra, Cong
wins 10 out of 15 seats

NAVJEEVANGOPAL
CHANDIGARH,DECEMBER8

IN Amajor blow to the BJP and
Unionminister Anurag Thakur,
thepartycouldnotwinevenone
Assembly seat of the five in his
nativeHamirpurdistrict.
Anurag'sfather,two-timefor-

mer Himachal CMPKDhumal,
had been denied a ticket by the
BJPthistime,andthisappearsto
have not gone downwell with
hissupporters.Theticketwasde-
nied followingDhumal's defeat
in the 2017 elections from
Sujanpur inHamirpur,whenhe
wastheBJPCMcandidate.
Thakur,whospent a consid-

erable time in Himachal for the
elections, campaigned exten-
sively in Hamirpur district. The
Dhumal family has its ancestral
house inSamirpurvillage in the
district,andthe78-year-old,also
athree-timeMP,toosteppedout
for the party. In an interview
with The Indian Express just
ahead of the release of the BJP’s
pollmanifesto,Dhumalhadsaid
that he had suggested to the

party that it should announce a
return to the Old Pension
Scheme for at least the Class IV
governmentemployees.
The promise of doing the

same for all employees is be-
lieved to have been one of the
reasons in theCongress'swin.
Thakur’spoll pitchof credit-

ing theNarendraModi-ledgov-
ernmentat theCentrewithtak-
ing a number of pro-people
initiatives does not appear to

have cutmuch ice inHamirpur.
He talked about issues such as
one rank one pension scheme,
indigenous manufacturing of
bullet-proof jacketsfortheArmy,
Rafael aircraft, as well as the
Modi government's abrogation
ofArticle370oftheConstitution
in JammuandKashmir.
Of the fiveAssembly seats in

Hamipur, Sujanpurwaswonby
incumbent Congress MLA
RajinderSinghby399votes. The

Congress's Suresh Kumarwon
Bhoranj seat, inwhichDhumal’s
native village Samirpur falls, al-
beit by a slendermargin of 60
votes,whichmight be this elec-
tion'slowest.InNadaun,Congress
nomineeandoneof itsmainCM
contenders, Sukhvinder Sukhu,
was thewinner. TheHamirpur
Assemblysegmentfighteventu-
allyturnedouttobeacontestbe-
tween Congress nominee
PushpinderVermaandCongress
rebel Ashish Sharma,who con-
tested as Independent, with
Sharmawinningby12,899votes.
Barsar seat sawthehighestwin-
ningmargin of the district,with
Inder Dutt Lakhanpal of the
Congress winning by 13,792
votes, even as the presence of a
rebelmayhavehurttheBJP.
Dhumal had addressed the

threatposedbyrebellionsinhisin-
terview, saying: “Even a single
votergoingoutofpartyfoldaffects
theparty negatively. If there are
rebels,theyaredefinitelygoingto
harmus.Butwhenthereispossi-
bilityofcomingtopower,anum-
ber of candidateswant tickets...
Thesearehazardsofthegame.”

KANCHANVASDEV
CHANDIGARH,DECEMBER8

THECONGRESSwon10outofthe
15seatsinthedecisiveKangrare-
gion of Himachal Pradesh in the
2022 Assembly elections, with
theBJPbaggingfourseatsandan
Independentgettingone.
Considered the state’s

weathervane inpolitical circles,
Kangra, the largest valley in the
state, has historically voted for
winning parties, and has also
been referred to as the “king-
maker”. The BJP’s slogan of
“Riwaaz Badalna Hai (let’s
change the tradition)” did not
seemtohavemuchimpactinthe
regionandthestate,whichstuck
toitstraditionofbipolarpolitics.
In 2017, the BJP hadwon 11

seats and went on to form the
government. The previous
Congress government won 10
seatsherein2012.Thistime,the
Congress won in Fatehpur,
Indora, Jawali, Nagrota,
Dharamshala, Jaisinghpur,
Palampur, Baijnath,

Jawalamukhi, andShahpur. The
BJP won in Nurpur, Jaswant
Paragpur, Kangra and Sullah.
IndependentcandidateHoshyar
SinghwonfromtheDehraseat.
TheBJP’s Ranbir SinghNikku

wonwithamarginof18,863votes
against the Congress’s Ajay
Mahajan. After instances of in-
fighting for a ticket here, theBJP
movedCabinetminister and sit-
tingMLARakeshPathania to the
Fatehpur constituency in an at-
tempt to quell the tensions.
However, this might not have
completelypaidoff inFathehpur,
where the Congress’s Bhawani
SinghPathania defeatedRakesh
withaclosemarginof8,000votes.
The region also sawmultiple

neck-and-neckcontestsresulting
in slimmargins. In Indora, the
Congress’s Malendar Rajan
bagged27,183votesanddefeated
BJPMLAReetaDhimanbyamar-
ginof1,824votes.
Similarly, in Jawali, the

Congress’sChanderKumarpolled
37,220votesanddefeatedtheBJP’s
SanjayGuleria. FULLREPORT
www.indianexpress.com

RAJESHCHANDER
SHARMA,AMIL
BHATNAGAR
&RAAKHIJAGGA
NEWDELHI, SHIMLA,
LUDHIANA,DECEMBER8

HAVING SECUREDmajority in
HimachalPradesh,theimmedi-
atechallengefacingtheCongress
is picking its chief ministerial
candidate with at least three
leaders, including state party
president Pratibha Singh,
emerging as front runners. The
otherkeycontendersareformer
party chief Sukhwinder Singh
Sukhu and outgoing CLP leader
MukeshAgnihotri.
Although theyhave claimed

that the CM facewill eventually
be picked by the newly elected
MLAswith the consent of party
highcommand,thethreeleaders,
separately, have staked claim to
thetoppost,directlyorindirectly.
Pratibha, the Lok SabhaMP

fromMandi, didnot contest the
Assembly election but had on
Wednesday indicated that
“Holly Lodge” –her family's an-
cestral home – remained inter-
estedintheCM'spostif theparty
won the assembly election. She
carriesthelegacyofherhusband
lateVirbhadra Singh, a six-time

CM who remained the
Congress'sundisputedleaderin
thehill state for long.
Whenaskedwhowillbethe

party's CM face, she said on
Thursday that the newMLAs
will discuss thenames andgive
theiropinion to theparty'shigh
command.She,however,added
that the “sentiment of the peo-
plewhovoted”forherhusband's
legacywill alsobeconveyed.
“Virbhadra has done so

much for the party. His legacy
and his family can't be ignored
[while deciding the CM candi-
date],” she told The Indian
Express. “There is no leader of
Virbhadra'sstatureinthestate.”
Pratibhasaidtheywasnoth-

ingwronginaspiringforthetop
post. “Whensomeonebecomes
anMLA, hewants to become a
minister. When someone be-
comes a minister, he wants to
become a CM. Nothing wrong
with that,” shesaid.
She said that the immediate

challenge for the Congresswas
“to deliverwhatwe promised”.
“TheelectedMLAswillsitdown
andwewill chalkout the future
roadmap,” sheadded.
The results, however, have

comebothasaboostershotand
a rude jolt for Pratibhawith fin-
gers being raised at her leader-
shipas thepartycouldwinonly
five of the 17 Assembly seg-
ments.

HimachalCongresspresidentPratibhaSinghinShimla. PTI

UnionministerandLokSabhaMP fromHamirpur,Anurag
Thakur, inParliamentonThursday.Anil Sharma

In Union minister Anurag Thakur’s
home district, BJP loses all five seats

Pratibha throwshints,
old dilemma for Cong:
toomanyCMaspirants

SudhirSharma,Congresscandidate fromDharamshala,
celebratesafterwinningonThursday.AP

Some Key
Numbers
HIGHEST MARGIN

38,183VOTES
SERAJ
WINNER:
JaiRamThakur,BJP,
53,562votes
RUNNER-UP:
ChetRam,Cong,
15,379votes
NARROWESTMARGIN

60VOTES
BHORANJ
WINNER:
SureshKumar,Cong,
24,779votes
RUNNER-UP:
AnilDhiman,BJP,
24,719votes

THE BIGWINNERS
ANIL
SHARMA,
BJP
(Mandi
Sadar)

KULDEEP
SINGH
RATHORE,
Congress
(Theog)

DHANI
RAM
SHANDIL,
Congress
(Solan)

VIKRAMADITYA
SINGH,
Congress
(ShimlaRural)

MUKESH
AGNIHOTRI,
Congress
(Haroli)

SUKHVINDER
SINGH
SUKHU,
Congress
(Nadaun)

THEBIG LOSERS

ASHA
KUMARI,
Congress
(Dalhousie)

RAKESH
SINGHA,
CPM
(Theog)

RAJEEV
BINDAL,
BJP
(Nahan)

SURESH
BHARADWAJ
BJP
(Kasumpti)

KAULSINGH
THAKUR,
Congress
(Darang)

ONLYWOMANMLA,SHE
DEFEATEDAWOMAN

ALONEwomanMLAwill bea
memberof the68-member
Assembly inHimachal.BJP’s
ReenaKashyapbeatCongress's
DayalPyariwhohadrebelled
againstBJPearlier.Hercon-
stituency,Pachhad,was the
onlyseatwith twowomen in

the fray.BJPDistrictpresident
SureshKashyaphails fromthe
regionand it is considered tobe
aparty stronghold.

AT82,OLDESTCANDIDATE
DEFEATSSON-IN-LAW
VETERANCONGRESSleader
DhaniRamShandilretainedthe
SolanseatinHimachalPradesh,

defeatinghisnearestBJPrival
andson-in-lawRajeshKashyap
inassemblypollresultsan-
nouncedonThursday.Shandil,a
retiredarmycolonel,wasthe
oldestcandidateinthefrayat82.

EIGHTCABINET
MINISTERSLOSE
Eightministers lost theassem-

blyelections, inasetback to the
BJP. Thedefeated leaders in-
cludedSureshBhardwajand
RakeshPathaniawhosecon-
stituencieswerechanged from
ShimlaUrbanandNurpur to
Kasumpti andFatehpur respec-
tivelyon theeveof theassem-
blypolls and theoutsider tag
haunted them. ENS&PTI

Cong to hold
meet of new
MLAs in
Shimla today

SUKHBIRSIWACH
CHANDIGARH,DECEMBER8

THECONGRESSconvenedameet-
ingofallitsnewlyelectedMLAsin
Himachal Pradesh in Shimla on
Friday,withparty indicating that
aresolutionwillbepassedautho-
rising theAICCpresident toelect
the CLP leader. This comes as at
least three leaders have staked
claimtotheCM’spost.
AICC in-charge of Himachal

Pradesh Rajeev Shukla said the
Congress was happy that it is
getting an opportunity to form
thegovernment inthestateand
asserted that the party will do
everything to fulfill the10guar-
anteesmadetothepeopleof the
state andwould provide better
governance topeople.
"ThenewlyelectedCongress

MLAswouldmeet in Shimla on
Fridaypost-election results and
decideonelectingthenewlegis-
laturepartyleader,"Shuklasaid.
“Thepartyissendingtwoob-

servers — Chhattisgarh CM
BhupeshBaghelandBhupinder
Hooda—alongwithme.Wewill
be travelling to Shimla tomor-
rowwhere all the party MLAs
havebeencalled," Shukla said.
Meanwhile, formerHaryana

CMHoodawelcomedtheelection
win of the Congress, saying:
“Himachal is situated in thehills,
at aheight. If yougiveacall from
thetop,itgoeseverywhere.So,the
mandateofHimachalwouldhave
animpactacrossthecountry.”

OMPRAKASHTHAKUR
SHIMLA,DECEMBER8

THE AAM Aadmi Party (AAP)
paidaheavypricebyshifting its
focus fromHimachal toGujarat
intheAssemblyelections.All its
67candidates forfeitedtheir se-
curitydepositssecuringjust1.10
per cent of the total votes cast
while polling less thanNOTA in
several constituencies. Only
Manish Thakur, who contested
from Paonta Sahib in Sirmour
district, was able to get over
5,000 votes, the highest among
all its candidates. Theparty had
not fielded candidate from
Darangassemblyconstituency.

RajanSushant,whowascon-
sideredaheavyweightoftheparty,
couldnot evenget1,500votes in
Fatehpur constituency. Harmel
DhimanfromKasauliandDharam
PalChauhanfromNalagarhtoogot
lessthan1,500votes.
In constituencies such as

Dalhousie, Kasumpti, Chopal,
Arki,Chamba,andChurahmore
people voted NOTA than AAP.
TheNOTA (NoneOf TheAbove)
option allows voters to indicate
that theydonotwish tovote for
any of the options available.
Altogether theNOTAvote share
wasabout0.60percent.
After the landslidevictory in

Punjab, AAP had entered
Himachal to contest theVidhan

Sabha elections and had an-
nounced it would contest in all
68 constituencies. Delhi CM
ArvindKejriwalandDeputyCM
ManishSisodiadidroadshowsin
Mandi,Kangraandotherplaces,
and initially got good response
from the people of Himachal.
The party, however, hadmain-
tained silence on its Chief
Minister face.
Then, the party’s Himachal

in-charge and Delhi Health
Minister Satyendra Jainwas ar-
restedbytheED. Itwasabig jolt
to AAP’s Himachal hopes, from
which it could not recover and
consolidateon theground.
As a result, party candidates

didnotgetmuchsupportfromthe

highcommand,whosefocushad
bythenshiftedtoGujarat.Thecan-
didatesdidnotevengetanyfinan-
cialorotherassistancefromtheir
highcommandduringthepolls.
StatepartypresidentSurjeet

SinghThakursaiditwasthefirst
election of the party, in which,
resultswereasexpected,barring
the vote share, which they had
hopedwouldbehigher.He said
the party will now prepare for

the2024LokSabhaelections.
“Wewere expecting to per-

form well in Paonta Sahib,
Indora,andNalagarhbutthere-
sults were not favourable. We
have just started and there is a
longway to go. This is our first
electionandnotthelast,"Thakur
saidaddingthattheorganisation
willbestrengthenedinthestate.
Those who lost deposit in-

clude four-timesMLA and for-
merMP Rajan Sushant, former
BJPleaderHarmelDhimanfrom
Kasauli, Manish Thakur from
Paonta Sahib, former Congress
leader Dharam Pal Chauhan
from Solan, and country's
youngest sarpanch Jabna
Chauhan fromNachan.

In the run up to the cam-
paign, the party hadmade sev-
eral promises and came out
openly insupportof restoration
of the Old Pension Scheme for
employees in the government
sector. Ithadalsogivensixguar-
antees to thevoterswhichwere
freeelectricity,a‘SammanRashi'
of Rs 1,000 to women, jobs for
youths, quality education and
health facilities, and improve-
ment in rural infrastructure.
The poor performance of

AAP dashed its hope of emerg-
ing as a strong third force in the
statetochallengethehegemony
ofBJPandCongress,whichhave
beenalternatelyrulingthestate
foralmost fourdecades.

PARTY SECURES JUST 1.10 PER CENT OF THE TOTAL VOTES CAST

Over even before it began: AAP scores less than NOTA on several seats

After the landslidevictory inPunjab,AAPenteredHimachal
tocontest theVidhanSabhaelections. File

Thepoorperformance
ofAAPdasheditshope
ofemergingasastrong
thirdforce inthestate

M E A N W H I L E . . .

Difference of 37,974 votes made all
the difference for Cong over BJP
HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

THECONGRESSdislodgedtheBJP
frompowerinHimachalPradesh
bybaggingjust37,974votesmore
thanthesaffronparty.
Congress bagged 40 seats

withavoteshareof43.9percent
(18,52,504votes),while theBJP,
with a vote share of 43 per cent
(18,14,530 votes), managed to
win25seats, and thedifference
of vote share between the two
was just 0.9 percentage points,
which is lowest since1951.
Inthe2017Assemblyelections,

the BJP had won 44
seatswithavote share
of48.79percent,while
Congress bagged 21
seatsandthegapinvote
shareofthetwoparties
was7.11percent.
An analysis of the

2022 results also shows that the
average winning margin of
Congress (5,784votes)across40
constituencieswas lower than
BJP’svictorymargin(7,427votes)
across25seats.Theaveragewin-
ningmargin across all 68 seats
wasrecordedat6,575votes.
The highestwinningmargin

across the statewas recorded in
Seraj constituency,where Chief
MinisterJaiRamThakurdefeated
Congress’sChetRambyamargin
of 38,183votes. The lowestmar-
gin was recorded in Bhoranj,
whereCongresscandidateSuresh
KumardefeatedDrAnilDhiman
of theBJPbyjust60votes.

Inall,eightseatsweredecided
by amargin below 1,000 votes
andofthese,fiveseats—Bhoranj
(60),Shillai(382),Sujanpur(399),
Rampur (567) and Sri Renukaji
(860) — were bagged by
Congress, while BJPwon three
seats — Sri Naina Deviji (171),
Bilashpur(276)andDarang(618).
Out of 68 seats, seven seats

were decided by a margin of
1,000-2,000 votes. Of these
seats, Congress won three
(Bhattiyat, Lahaul-Spiti and
Nahan), while BJP bagged four
(Balh,Una, Jaswan-Pragpur and
Sarkaghat). Only 13 seats were
decided by a margin of over

10,000votes.
The difference in

the vote share of win-
ning and runner-up
parties in the 2022
electionswasrecorded
at the lowest level (0.9
percent)since1951.So

far, 14 Assembly elections have
takenplaceinthestatefrom1951
to 2022 and during this period,
themaximumgapbetween the
winning and runner-up parties
wasrecordedat45.49percentin
the1972Assemblyelections.
Inthe1972elections,Congress

securedavote shareof 53.24per
cent,whereas its rival Bharatiya
JanaSangh(BJS)gotonly7.75per
centvotes. The remaining39per
cent voteswerebaggedbyother
parties and Independent candi-
dates. Thehighest vote share se-
curedbyapartyinHimachalwas
in 1985 when Congress had
bagged55.46percentvotes.

2017

2022■ Congress
■BJP
■ CPI(M)
■Others

68
Total Seats

VOTESHAREOVER THEYEARS

Year Winning Vote Runner-up Vote
party share party share

1951 Congress 47.25% KMPP 14.69%
1967 Congress 42.19% BJS 13.87%

1972 Congress 53.24% BJS 7.75%
1977 JNP 49.01% Congress 27.32%

1982 Congress 42.52% BJP 35.16%
1985 Congress 55.46% BJP 30.61%

1990 BJP 41.78% Congress 36.54%
1993 Congress 48.82% Congress 36.14%

1998 Congress 43.51% BJP 39.02%
2003 Congress 41% BJP 35.38%
2007 BJP 43.78% Congress 38.9%

2012 Congress 42.81% BJP 38.47%
2017 BJP 48.79% Congress 41.68%

2022 Congress 43.9% BJP 43%

Cong:40seats,43.9percentvoteshare;BJP:25seats,43percentvoteshare

CLOSECALL IN 2022
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FROMTHECHAIR

“I give an opportunity
to all the honourable
members to speak, but
many honourable
members write very
quickly on Twitter that
the Speaker does not
give them a chance to
speak. I request all of
you to at least take care
to never write about the
speaker on Twitter.
That will be good.”
OMBIRLA, LokSabha

5QUESTIONS
SANGAMLAL
GUPTA, BJPMP
FROMPRATAPGARH
(UP), TELLS
HARIKISHAN
SHARMAONWHY
HE RAISED THE

ISSUE OF ANUPCOMING TOLL PLAZA IN
HIS CONSTITUENCYDURING ZERO
HOUR IN THE LOK SABHA
Whatwasthe issueyouraisedin
theHouse?
Recently,NitinGadkari,Ministerof
RoadTransportandHighways,had
announced intheHousethat there
wouldnotbetwotollplazaswithin
60kmonthenationalhighwaysand
thepeoplewouldnotbeburdened
withthetoll. In this regard, I raised
the issueofNH-330,which
traverses throughmyconstituency,
Pratapgarh,andconnectsAyodhya
toPrayagraj. There isalreadyatoll
plazaatMauAimaonthishighway.
Just35kmfromthere, anewtoll
booth isbeingconstructednear
KohandaurBazar.This is inaddition
toatollboothontheLucknow
highway,which is located just30
kmawayfromthesiteof the
proposedtollbooth.Therefore, I
requestedtheMinister to
immediatelycancel thisproposed
tollbooth.Asper therule, there
shouldnotbetwotollplazaswithin
60kmonahighway.

Hadyouraisedthis issuewiththe
ministerearlier?
IwrotealettertoGadkari ji4-5
monthsago.NowIhaveraisedthis
issueinLokSabhabecauseitisof
publicinterest.

Howdoyouwanttotakethis issue
forward?
If required, Iwouldconsiderbringing
aPrivateMember’sBillonthis issue.

Didothermemberssupportyour
demand?
After I raisedthe issue in theHouse,
severalmembers, includingRita
Bahuguna JoshiandKeshariDevi
Patel, toldmethat theyalsosupport
thecause.This issue isnotconfined
tomyconstituencyonly. Inother
partsof thecountry too,peopleare
beingburdenedwithexcessive toll
asmanytollplazashavebeen
established inviolationof the (60-
km)rule.

Wouldyoudemandashort-
durationdiscussiononthis issue?
Yes, Iwill.

From The Gallery China has got into India territory, built
shelter, why govt ignoring, asks Adhir

‘GM Mustard hybrid’s yield
28% more than national check’

MAHENDERSINGHMANRAL
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER8

THEWILDLife (Protection)AmendmentBill,
2022,whichseekstotostrengthentheprotec-
tionofendangeredspeciesandenhancepun-
ishment for illegalwildlife trade,waspassed
intheRajyaSabhabyavoicevoteonThursday.
The Bill, whichwas cleared by the Lok

SabhaonAugust 2during themonsoon ses-
sion, was introduced by Environment and
ForestMinisterBhupenderYadavonTuesday.
Yadav said Indiawas a signatory to the

Convention on International Trade in
EndangeredSpecies ofWild FaunaandFlora
thatrequiredcertainlegislativeactions.
RespondingtothedebateontheBillinthe

UpperHouse,Yadavnotedthatwhileprotect-
ingforestlandiscritical,itisequallyimportant
tosafeguardtherightsofthepeoplewhohave
beenresidingtheresinceages.HesaidtheNDA
government has taken steps to increase the
green cover in the country since takingover
the reins in 2014, and it is bound to protect
wildlifeaccordingtotheprovisionsofthelaw.
TheBill,whichhadundergonethescrutiny

ofaparliamentarypanel,seekstoconserveand
protectwildlife throughbettermanagement
of protected areas and rationalise schedules,
which list out species under theWild Life
(Protection)Act,1972.
Accordingtothestatementofobjectsand

reasons of theBill, theWild Life (Protection)
Act,1972wasenactedtoprovidefortheprotec-
tionofwild animals, birds andplantswith a
viewtoensuretheecologicalandenvironmen-
talsecurityof thecountry.
Congress Rajya Sabhamember Kumar

Ketkarallegedthat“realestatesharks”andcor-
porates are destroying forests and creating
problems for the wildlife. “To protect the
wildlife,notonlyshouldthelawsbestrictbut
their implementation should alsobe equally
stringent. Real estate sharks are using their
moneyandmusclepowerortheircontactsin
thebureaucracyandinthegovernmentfornot

implementingthelaws,”hesaidduringadis-
cussionontheBill intheUpperHouse.
“At present, whenwe are talking here

aboutthisAct,Nicobarjunglesarebeingcom-
pletelyruinedandremovedforthebenefitof
somecorporates.Soessentially,thewildlifeis
actually attackednot byhumans but by the
corporates and, sometimes, by the celebrity
Bollywood-types,”hesaid.
SeniorCongressleaderJairamRameshop-

posedtheBillinitspresentformandexpressed
apprehension over the provision related to
transportofcaptiveliveelephantsforanyother
purpose,sayingitcouldbemisused.
SushmitaDev of theAll India Trinamool

CongressaskedtheministertotellParliament
whythegovernmentdidnotvoteagainst the
motion to restart international ivory trade.
“Thatmotionwasdefeated, but this govern-
mentabstainedfromvoting,”shesaid.

BOOSTTOECOLOGICALSECURITY

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER8

ClaimingthattheChinesearmyhastrespassed
onIndianterritoryandbuiltshelters,Congress
leaderAdhirRanjanChowdhuryonThursday
askedthegovernmentwhyitisignoringthat.
RaisingtheissueduringZeroHourinLok

Sabha, Chowdhury said, “The news that is
coming today is very alarming. TheChinese
armyisbuildingitsshelterbytrespassinginto
India’s territory. It is building a place to live
there.Ourforcesusedtoundertakepatrolling
inDemchok….Theyhavestoppedpatrolling
ateveryplace,includingpatrollingpoints10,
11, 12, 13, 14…” The Congress leader said, “I
wanttoask...whyisthe(Narendra)Modigov-
ernmentignoringthepermanentshelterand
structure…”
CPI(M)memberAMAriffsaidtheCentre

shouldextendGSTcompensationforanother
fiveyears.“Keralaisfacinganunprecedented
financial crisis due to the Centre's distorted
financialpolicies,whichwill result inreduc-
tion in revenue of about Rs 32,000 crore for
thestate in2023-24,”hesaid.
“Thestateiscontinuouslypenalisedforits

advancementinsocialsectorsbyreducingthe
Centre's taxshare from3.875percent to just
1.925percent.Hence,IurgetheCentretoex-
tendtheGSTcompensationforaperiodofan-
other five years, and enhance revenue-shar-
ingfromGSTfromthepresent50:50to60:40
ratiobetweentheStateandtheCentre.”
Raising the issue of National Judicial

Appointment Commission, Trinamool
Congress'sSougataRaysaid,“Atthispointof
time, our party believes the Collegium sys-
temshould continue—not that it is perfect,
buttheCollegiumsystemisabiggerguaran-
tee against the tyranny of power by the
Centralgovernment.”
BJP's Manoj Tiwari raised the issue of

cleaningofdrains inKarawalNagar inNorth
EastDelhiunderrule377.
CongressmemberShashiTharoorraised

the issue of coastal erosion along south
Kerala'scoastlineunderrule377andsaid:“I
wish to draw the kind attention of the
MinisterofFisheries,AnimalHusbandryand

Dairying to the protests undertaken by the
coastal community in Vizhinjam in
Thiruvananthapuram,demandingstoppage
ofworksrelatedtoVizhinjamSeaport,citing
increasedcoastalerosionthatisaffectingtheir
livesandlivelihoods.”
Tharoorurgedthegovernmenttoconduct

a study of coastal erosion along southern
Kerala's coastline, recommendmeasures to
check and reverse its effects and, in the in-
terim,provideimmediatereliefandrehabil-
itationtotheaffectedpersons.
In a brief mention, DMKmember T R

Baaluraisedtheissueofonlinegambling,call-
ing itasocialmenace.

NewDelhi:TheEnergyConservation
(Amendment)Bill,2022,whichseeks
to promote the use of non-fossil fu-
els such as ethanol, green hydrogen
andbiomass, amongothers,was in-
troduced in the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday.Thelegislationwascleared
bytheLokSabha inAugust thisyear.
Piloting the Bill in theUpperHouse,
PowerMinisterRKSinghsaid,“Ifwe
lookat the total carbondioxide load
on the environment, our contribu-
tion is just 3.4% even as our popula-
tionis17.5%of theglobalpopulation.
Yet, the county has emerged as one
oftheleadingnationsinenergytran-
sitionandclimateaction. ENS

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

GeneticallyModified (GM)Mustard hybrid
Dhara Mustard Hybrid-11 (DMH-11) has
showed approximately 28 per cent more
yieldthanthenationalcheckand37percent
morethanthezonalchecks,UnionMinister
of State (Independent Charge) of Science &
Technology and Earth Sciences Dr Jitendra
Singh informedRajyaSabhaonThursday.
“GM mustard hybrid Dhara Mustard

Hybrid-11 (DMH-11) has been tested for
three years (2010-11, 2011-12, 2014-15)
against national check Varuna and zonal
checkRL1359duringtheconfinedfieldtrials
i.e.,BiosafetyResearchLevel(BRL)-IandBRL-
IItrialsatmultiplelocations.DMH-11showed
approximately 28%more yield than the na-
tional check and 37%more than the zonal
checks,” Singh said in a written reply to a
questionaskedbyBJPmemberSushilModi.
SushilModihadaskedhimabouttheper

hectareyieldadvantageassociatedwithGM

Mustard as compared to different High
YieldingVarietiesofmustard.
InresponsetoSushilModi’squeryabout

thereasonsforGMMustardnotbeenclassi-
fiedasanHerbicideTolerant (HT)cropvari-
ety despite the presence of the 'bar' gene,
Singh replied, “Bar gene is responsible for
herbicide tolerance and its use has been
claimed and approved by the Genetic
Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC)
during hybrid seed production phase to
maintain the genetic purity of hybrid seed
bykillingmale fertile plants in female rows
inseedproductionplotonlyandnotduring
commercial cultivationby the farmers.”
Replyingtoanotherquestionabout field

trial conducted to assess the impact of GM
mustard on human health, environment,
honey bee population and honey produc-
tion, Singh said, “Yes, field trials for three
years(twoyearsofBRL-IandoneyearofBRL-
II)havebeenconductedtoassesstheimpact
on human health and environment as per
the stipulated guidelines and applicable
rules.”

LOKAYUKTAPROBE INTO ‘PPESCAM’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,DECEMBER8

A division bench of the Kerala High Court
Wednesdayrejectedthepetitionsof former
healthminister K K Shailaja and others, in-
cluding senior IAS officers, challenging the
LokAyuktaprobeintotheallegedcorruption
in purchase of PPE kits and other surgical
equipmentduring theCovid-19pandemic.
Thebenchof Chief Justice SManikumar

and Justice Shaji P Chaly directed the peti-
tioners, includingseniorIASofficialsandpri-
vate firms, to file statements before the Lok
Ayuktawithin twoweeks.
Shailaja andothershadmoved theHigh

Courtchallenginganoticeissuedtothemby
theLokAyuktaonOctober10 inconnection
with the alleged scam. The anti-corruption
body had acted upon a complaint filed by
Congress leaderVeenaSNair.
Rejecting the petitions of the senior

CPI(M) leader and others, the High Court
said, “Considering the facts and circum-
stances, there is no reason to interferewith
theinvestigationinitiatedbytheLokAyukta
andthemaintainabilityof thecomplaintbe-
fore theanti-corruptionbody.’’
Shailaja and others had challenged the

LokAyuktaprobesayingthatthedecisionof
theanti-corruptionbodytoproceedwiththe
complaintundertheprovisionsof theKerala
Lok Ayukta Act, 1999, is ultra vires the
DisasterManagementAct, 2005,which is a
Central legislation.
Thecourt,however,saidtherearenopro-

visions under the Kerala Lok Ayukta Act,
1999, in conflict with the provisions of the
DisasterManagement Act, 2005 insofar as
investigation is concerned.
ThepetitionbeforetheLokAyuktaalleged

large-scale corruptionandembezzlement in
theprocurementofPPEkitsandothersurgical
equipmentduringtheCOVID-19pandemic.It
pointed out that 10,000disposable PPE kits
wereboughtatahigherprice thanthemaxi-
mumretail price of Rs 3,000. Thepurchases,
thecomplaintsaid,weremadeinviolationof
theprovisionsof theStorePurchaseManual.

FormerKerala
healthminister
KKShailajahad
movedtheHC
againstanotice
issuedbythe
LokAyukta

Leaderof theCongress inLokSabhaAdhirRanjanChowdhuryandDMKmember
TRBaaluoutsideParliamentHouseonThursday.Anil Sharma

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

THE CENTRE told the Parliament on
Thursdaythatitcurrentlyhasnoplantorein-
troducetheNational JudicialAppointments
Commission(NJAC),whichwasstruckdown
bytheSupremeCourt in2015.
Responding to a question by Leader of

OppositionMallikarjun Kharge and CPI(M)
MPJohnBrittas, LawMinisterKirenRijiju in
awrittenresponsesaid, “atpresent, there is
no such proposal.” Kharge and Brittas had
asked if the government proposed to rein-
troduce NJACwith suitablemodifications.
TheCentre’sresponsecomesatatimewhen
it is at loggerheadswith the judiciary over
theprocessof appointmentof judges.
Last week, Vice-President Jagdeep

Dhankarhadremarkedthatitwas“nevertoo
late to reflect” on theNJAC,while underlin-
ing the“primacyof thewill of thepeople.”
TheConstitution(99thAmendment)Act,

whichestablishedtheNJACandtheNJACAct,
werepassedbytheParliamentin2014toset
up a commission for appointing judges, re-
placing the Collegium system. The NJAC
wouldgivethegovernmentafootinthedoor
onappointmentof judges.Thelawswerere-
pealed in October 2015 after the Supreme
Court struck themdown.
The Law Ministry also said, as on

December 5, there are eight recommenda-
tions of the Collegium for appointment as
HighCourt Judges andoneproposal for ap-
pointmentofSupremeCourtjudgepending
with the government. Theministry added
that therewere11recommendationsof the
Collegium for transfer of High Court Judges
andarecommendationof transferofaChief
Justice of a High Court that were pending
with thegovernment.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

LOKSABHAmembersonThursdayraisedthe
issueof limited spendingonsports,missing
infrastructure, and a lack of inclusivity dur-
ingadiscussiononpromotionof sports.The
membersraisedthe issueof lowmedal tally
ofthecountryatinternationalforums,includ-
ing theOlympics, and said that therewas a
needtosupport talent fromthevillages.
“For the last five years, the totalmoney

whichwehavespentforthedevelopmentof
sports is justRs11,482.77crore.Wearea3.5-
trillion economy.What is themoney being
spent for the sports? It is a very negligible
amount.Thisisthereasonwhywearenotable
togoup to the international standards,” said
memberfromKollam,NKPremchandran.
Notonlydidthemembersspokeofmiss-

ing sports academies, stadiums, and equip-
ment–includingacomplaintfromBJPmem-
ber fromNortheastDelhi about awrestling
mat forwhichhewaitedfor2.5years–they
said thatmostof the facilitieswereconcen-
tratedinurbanIndia, leavingthosefromru-
ral Indiawithoutaccess to it.
Congressmember from Idduki (Kerala)

DeanKuriakosesaid,“Allthesportacademies
areconcentratedintownships.Megaevents
and sports stadiumsmay be there in the
townships, and it is awelcomestep. But the
practicingacademiesshouldbeconcentrated
in villages. Then only,wewould get the ad-
vantageofmoreandmoresportspersons.”
Themembersalsospokeof inclusivityin

sports in terms of economicmeans aswell
as social class of the people. DMKmember
fromThoothukudi,KanimozhiKarunanidhi,

said,“Inavillage,wherepeoplecannottouch
eachother,wherepeoplecannotwalkinthe
same street, howwill these children be al-
lowedtoplayinteams?Howwillyouensure
that these people get justice? I amnot say-
ingthatyouwillhavetobringinreservation
insportsalso.Butatleastyoumustdosome-
thingtoprotectthesepeopletoensurethem
the justice particularly to children and
women.”
She also raised the issue of trans-

sportspersonwho currently have no space
tocompete.
While most spoke of access, Congress

memberfromSivaganga(TamilNadu)Karti
Chidambaram saidmaking sportsmanda-
toryinschoolswastheonlyanswer.Hesaid,
“Untilyoumakeit[sports]compulsoryinthis
country, nomotherwill send their daugh-
ters to play.” He said all schoolsmust have
sportsgroundandasports teacher.
ManymembersalsoinvitedCSRfunding

and Public Private Partnership in Indian
sports,withDMKmemberSGnanathiraviam
adding that itmust be recognised as an in-
dustrywithagreatearningpotential.Hesaid,
“WeneedtocreatesectorslikeSEZforsport-
specificcompanieswhichwillaidthegrowth
of the sports sector. A Public-Private
Partnershipmodelworks best for building
sports infrastructure.”

No plan yet to
reintroduce NJAC,
Centre tells House

DISCUSSIONONPROMOTIONOFSPORTS

DMKmember
Kanimozhi
raisedthe issue
concerningtrans-
sportsperson

Need to upgrade sports
infra in villages for podium
finishes, say LS members

Kerala HC rejects pleas of
ex-health minister, others

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI,DECEMBER8

THE MAHARASHTRA government on
Thursday informed theBombayHighCourt
that the EconomicOffencesWing (EOW)of
theMumbaiPolicehasinitiatedapreliminary
inquiry intoa complaint alleging that former
MaharashtrachiefministerUddhavThackeray
andhisfamilyowneddisproportionateassets.
TheThackerayfamily,meanwhile,sought

dismissal of a PIL filed by Gouri Bhide (38)
andher 78-year-old father, seekingCBI and
EDprobesintotheallegeddisproportionate
assetsof theThackerays.Bhidehadalsofiled
thepolicecomplaintagainsttheThackerays.
After hearing both parties, a division

bench of Justice Dhiraj Singh Thakur and
JusticeValmikiMenezes reserved itsorder.
Bhidehadsaidherfamilywasintheprint-

ingbusinessandbrieflyprintedsupplementsof
lateBalasahebThackeray’smagazinesduring
the Emergency. She claimed that Shiv Sena
mouthpieceSaamanaandMarmikmagazines
were never subject to audits by the Audit
BureauofCirculationandnooneknowstheir
print order. She added thatduring theCovid
pandemic,while theentireprintmedia faced
losses, Thackerays' publications showed a
turnoverof Rs42croreandaprofit of Rs11.5

crore.Bhideallegedthatthiswasacaseof“turn-
ingblackmoney intowhitemoney”.Alleging
thatshehadfiledapolicecomplaintonJuly11
andsentareminderonJuly26,Bhideclaimed
that,whileUddhavandhisfamilyaccumulated
benamiproperty,thepoliceavoidedtakingac-
tiononaccountofpoliticalpressure.
Senior advocate Aspi Chinoy and advo-

cateJoelCarlos,representingUddhavandhis
son, MLA Aaditya Thackeray, argued that
therewasnoreasontoorderaprobebycen-
tralagencieswithout followingdueprocess
and that the state governmenthadnotpro-
ceededonthecomplaint.
ChiefPublicProsecutorArunaPai,mean-

while,toldtheHCthattheEOWhasinitiated
a preliminary inquiry against Uddhav and
his family on Bhide's complaint. Following
this, Chinoy said the government can do
whateverit isentitledto,but"thesamecan-
not be linkedwith the present PIL as it will
beanabuseof processof law”.

Uddhav
Thackerayand
his familyhave
soughtdismissal
of aPILagainst
them

Probe into disproportionate
assets of Thackeray family
launched, police tell HC

Now, Trinamool’s Saket
Gokhale booked in Morbi
over tweet on PM’s visit
SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD,DECEMBER8

An FIR was registered against Trinamool
Congress(TMC)nationalspokespersonSaket
Gokhale and another person in Gujarat's
Morbi for allegedly “promoting enmity be-
tweenclassesduring theelections”by “dis-
seminatingfakenews”aboutPrimeMinister
NarendraModi’srecentvisittothesiteofthe
suspension bridge collapse that killed 135
persons.
The case was lodged at the Morbi B-

Divisioncitypolice stationonThursdayun-
dertheRepresentationofPeople’sAct,barely
an hour after anAhmedabad court granted
bail to Gokhale in connection with an FIR
lodgedatthecity'scybercelloverchargesof
forgery,defamatorycontentandscare-mon-
geringover the tweeton thePM’svisit.
TheFIR states thatSection125 (promot-

ing enmity between classes) of the
Representation of People’s Actwas pressed
as the tweet was made when the Model
CodeofConductwasinforce inGujaratona
complaint filedby anelectionofficial in the
Morbiassemblyconstituency.
MorbiB-divisionpolicestationin-charge

PrakashDekavadiya saidhedidnot know if

Gokhalehadbeenarrested in this regard as
hewas“busywithelectionduty”.
Trinamool MP Derek O’Brien took to

Twitter claiming Gokhale was arrested at
8:45pmwhilehewasleavingtheCyberCell
police station.
“A police team is arresting himwithout

anynoticeorwarrantandistakinghimtoan
unknowndestination,” tweetedO’Brien.
Earlier,theAhmedabadcourtgrantedbail

toGokhale,whowasarrestedonDecember
6overthesametweetaboutPMModi'svisit
toMorbi.
Arguingforbail, lawyerandformerRajya

SabhaMPMajeedMemonsubmitted in the
court that therewas nomala fide intention
behindthetweetandhehadonlyre-posted
an existing tweet. He further claimed that
since it has come to light that thenewswas
fake,Gokhalewas“readytodeletethetweet
immediately”andcooperateininvestigation
inanymanner required.
Memon also cited Section 79 of the

InformationTechnologyAct that states that
an intermediarywill not be responsible for
anythirdpartyinformation,communication
linkordata. “I’vecommittednocrime,have
acleanrecordandshouldnothavebeenar-
rested at all ,” submittedMemon on behalf
ofGokhale.

Rajya Sabha clears
Wild Life (Protection)
Amendment Bill
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NATIONAL SECURITY Advisor (NSA) Ajit
Doval hosted ameeting of his counterparts
from five Central Asian countries —
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan — in New
Delhi on December 6. All countries except
TurkmenistansenttheirNSAs;Ashgabatwas
representedbyitsambassadorinNewDelhi.
The meeting, which took place in the

backdropof theRussia-Ukraineconflictand
the security situation in Afghanistan under
the Taliban, flowed from the first India-
CentralAsiavirtualsummitof January27this
year. The leaders of theCentral Asian coun-
tries had been invited for the Republic Day
celebrations, but their in-person participa-
tionwasscuttledby theOmicron-ledCovid
surge in India.

Engagementwith Central Asia
The Silk Route connected India with

Central Asia from the 3rd century BC to the
15th century AD. From the export of
Buddhism to the lasting influence of
Bollywood, India has shared old and deep
cultural tieswith the region.
In1955,duringa16-dayvisit to theerst-

while Soviet Union, Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru travelled to Almaty,
Tashkent,andAshgabat,allofwhichbecame
capitalsof newly independentcountriesaf-
ter the1991collapseof theUSSR.
PrimeMinister P V Narasimha Rao vis-

itedKazakhstanandUzbekistanin1992,and
Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan in 1995. In
2003, Atal Bihari Vajpayee became the first
PrimeMinistertovisitTajikistan;hehadtrav-
elled to Kazakhstan in the previous year.
Manmohan Singh visited Uzbekistan in
2006,andtheKazakhcapitalAstanain2011.
DespiteIndia’sfocusonitsotherrelation-

ships— the US (nuclear deal), China (2003
borderpact),andPakistan(intheaftermath
of the2008Mumbai terror attacks—diplo-
matic parts continued tomove on Central
Asia. India also attended Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation summits, which
were attended by the Central Asian coun-
tries,andput in its request formembership.
Focussed engagement began with the

“ConnectCentralAsiapolicy”in2012,which
received a fillip with Prime Minister
NarendraModi’svisittoallfiveCentralAsian
countriesinJuly2015—thefirstbyanIndian
PrimeMinister.

Battle for strategic space
Central Asia has always been seen as

Russia’sbackyard—some20-30%ofthepop-
ulationisofRussianori-
gin,andRussianisspo-
kenwidely.
Central Asia is ex-

tremelyrichinmineral
and natural resources.
Kazakhstan has one of
the biggest reserves of
uranium,besidesstores
of coal, lead, zinc, gold,
and ironore.TheKyryz
Republic is rich in gold
and hydro-power, and
Turkmenistan has one
of the world’s largest
reservesof natural gas.
Tajikistanhashugehy-
dro-power potential and Uzbekistan has
gold,uranium,andnaturalgas.
In 2010, a former general in thePeople’s

Liberation Army, Lt Gen Liu Yazhou, wrote:
“By custom, people group Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan,Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and
Tajikistan together with Xinjiang into the
Central Asian region. This is a rich piece of
cake given to today’s Chinese people by
Heaven.”
ThatChina’sPresidentXiJinpingchoseto

visit fourCentralAsiancountriesonhis first
overseas trip in September 2022 after two
yearsofCovid-relateddisruption,underlines
thestrategic importanceof this region.
For India, engagementwith the Central

Asian countries is important because of a

range of reasons— security cooperation af-
ter the Taliban takeover in Afghanistan; to
counterChina’sinfluenceintheregion;plans
for connectivitywith Europe including the
InternationalNorthSouthTransportCorridor
(INSTC); to meet its energy needs
(Turkmenistan is part of the proposed TAPI
gaspipeline);andforreasonsofoldcultural
linksandtradepotential.

NewDelhi’s engagement
The recent engagement beganwith the

India-Central Asia foreignministers’ meet-
ingonDecember19,2021.Thatmeetingwas
heldagainstthebackdropofthefallofKabul
inmid-Augustlastyear,andalittlemorethan
a month after the NSAs of Central Asian
countries,alongwiththeNSAsofRussiaand

Iran, attended the
Afghanistan-focussed
Regional Security
Dialogue inNewDelhi.
Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan and
Tajikistanshareborders
withAfghanistan.
AttheDecember19

meeting, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar told his
Central Asian counter-
parts that their “con-
cernsandobjectives”in
Afghanistanwere“sim-
ilar”,andtheirgoalwas

“atrulyinclusiveandrepresentativegovern-
ment, the fight against terrorism and drug
trafficking,ensuringunhinderedhumanitar-
ian assistance and preserving the rights of
women, childrenandtheminorities”.
This was followed by Prime Minister

Modi’sJanuary27,2022virtualsummitwith
theleadersof theCentralAsiancountries, in
whichhecalledforanintegratedapproachto
regional cooperation and flagged
Afghanistanasacommonconcern.
Twodaysearlier,Chinahadhostedthese

leadersatitsownsummit,whichBeijinghad
swiftly organised after India’s announce-
ment.
Modi and the five Central Asian leaders

decided,amongotherthings, toholdalead-

ers’ summit every twoyears; regularmeet-
ings among their foreign and trademinis-
ters; a jointworking grouponAfghanistan;
joint counter-terrorism exercises between
IndiaandinterestedCentralAsiancountries;
and a group to operationalise the use of
Chabaharportbyall fivecountries.
“Weall have the sameconcerns andob-

jectivesforregionalsecurity.Weareallcon-
cerned about the developments in
Afghanistan... In this context also, ourmu-
tualcooperationhasbecomeevenmoreim-
portant for regional security and stability,”
Modi said.

Imperatives now, for future
China,whichhasadirectborderwiththe

region,hasabilateraltradeof$50billionwith
Central Asia, and has mademajor invest-
ments in these countries with its Belt and
RoadInitiative. India’s tradewiththeregion
isapaltry$2billion.
The lack of overland transport access —

withPakistanblockingtheway—isamajor
challengeto India’sCentralAsiaplans. India
wantstointegratetheINSTCwithChabahar
port in Iran to access the resource-rich re-
gion. The NSAs, who generally focus on se-
curity issues, discussed these connectivity
corridorsat theDecember6meeting.
Fromthesecurityperspective, theNSAs

discussedthechallengesof extremism, ter-
rorism, and radicalisation in the region.
CentralAsia is seenas thenorthernbound-
ary of the Islamic world, and with the
Taliban’s return in Afghanistan, the threat
of radicalism and possible regrouping of
the Islamic State poses a serious security
challenge for the countries in the region.
NSADoval said financing is the “lifeblood”
of terrorism, andcountering it shouldbea
priority.
India does not want the post-Soviet

spacetobecapturedbytheChinese,andthe
NSAs’ engagement is a keymechanism in
Delhi’s toolkit. In June 2002, Vajpayee had
said in Almaty that the new “Silk Route
Initiative” of India’s foreign policy seeks to
build a new Silk Road of Friendship and
CooperationbetweenIndiaandCentralAsia.
Twenty years later, NewDelhi remains on
the road, andon the job.

20
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Afterwinningalmost13%of thevote inGujarat,AAP is set
tobecomea ‘nationalparty’.Whatdoes thismean?

DAMININATH
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

THEAAMAadmiParty(AAP)won5seatsin
theGujaratAssemblyelectiononThursday
evening,anditsvotesharewasalmost13%,
whichmeantitwassettoberecognisedas
a national party by the Election
Commissionof India (ECI).

What isanationalparty?
Thenamewouldsuggestit’sapartywith

a‘national’presence,asopposedtoaregional
partywith a presence only in a particular
stateorregion.PartiesliketheCongressand
BJPareobviously ‘national’;however, some
smallerpartiesliketheCPMandCPIarealso
recognisedasnationalparties.
Noteverynationalpartyhasalotofpo-

litical clout nationally. Andmany parties,
despitebeingdominant inamajorstate—
such as the DMK in Tamil Nadu, BJD in
Odisha, YSRCP in Andhra Pradesh, RJD in
Bihar, or TRS in Telangana— andhaving a
major say in national affairs, remain re-
gionalparties.
Certainpracticalbenefitsflowfrombe-

ing recognised as a national party. Their
electionsymbols(liketheAAP’sbroom)are
reservedforusebytheircandidatesacross
thecountry; theyareeligibletoget landin
Delhi to build a party office; and they can
have up to 40 star campaigners instead of
the 20 that state parties are allowed. The
expenditureoncampaigningandtravelof
starcampaignersisnotaddedtothecandi-
date’s spending limit.

Howaretheydefined?
The ECI has laid down specific criteria

for recognitionasanationalparty.Aparty
maygainorlosenationalpartystatusfrom
time to time, depending on whether it
meets these criteria. The ECI’s Political
PartiesandElectionSymbols,2019handbook

saysapartywouldbeconsideredanational
party if:

■it is ‘recognised’inatleastfourstates;
or

■ if its candidates polled at least 6% of
validvotesinanyfourormorestatesinthe
last Lok Sabha or Assembly elections, and
hasat least fourMPs in the lastLSpolls;or

■ if it has won at least 2% of the total
seats inLS fromnot less than threestates.
Toberecognisedasastateparty,aparty

needs:
■ at least 6% vote share in the last

Assemblyelectionandat least2MLAs;or
■6%vote share in the last LS elections

from that state and at least oneMP from
that state;or

■atleast3%ofthetotalnumberofseats
orthreeseats,whicheverismore,inthelast
Assemblyelections;or

■atleastoneMPforevery25members
or any fraction allotted to the state in Lok
Sabha;or

■ at least 8% of total valid votes in the
lastAssemblyelectionor LSelection from
thestate.

WheredoesAAPstand?
It is inpowerwithverylargevoteshares

inDelhi andPunjab; in theGoaelections in
March, itwon6.77%of thevote.Going into
thecurrentelections, itneeded6% ineither
Gujarat or Himachal— thatwould be the
fourth state, andwouldqualify it for recog-
nitionasanationalparty.WhileAAPgotonly
1%of thevoteinHimachal, itsalmost13%in
Gujaratismorethandoublewhatitrequired.

Whichpartiesare ‘national’?
As of now, there are eight — the BJP,

Congress, TMC, CPI(M), CPI, NCP, BSP, and
Conrad Sangma’s National People’s Party
(NPP),whichwasrecognisedin2019.Once
the official results of theGujarat elections
areannounced,AAPwillbecometheninth
party toberecognisedasanationalparty.

NATIONALPARTY

THISWORDMEANS

THE INSURANCE Regulatory and
DevelopmentAuthorityof India(IRDAI)has
proposed long-term insurance cover for
cars, two-wheelers, villas, and residential
complexes in amove toofferwider choice
andconvenience tocustomers.

Long-termmotor policy
Theregulatorhasallowedgeneralinsur-

ance companies to offermotor insurance
forthreeyearstoprivatecarsandfiveyears

to two-wheelers. IRDAI hadmade such a
proposal two years ago, but decided to do
awaywith the long-term package policy
fromAugust 1, 2020 to combat challenges
includinglackofuniformity,customercon-
fusion, anddissatisfaction.
AccordingtothenewIRDAIdraft,thein-

sureddeclaredvalue (IDV)or sum insured
agreed to by the policyholder, premium,
and add-ons should bementioned in the
policy schedule. The depreciation rate on
the IDV shouldnot exceed10%per annum
duringthepolicyperiod,and“thepremium
for the entire term of the policy coverage
shouldbecollectedatthetimeofsaleof in-
surance”.
Thenoclaimbonus(NCB)gridspecified

for 1-year 'own damage' (OD) policies
wouldalsobeapplicableforlong-termpoli-
cies; the NCB applicable at the end of the
tenure for long-termpolicieswouldbethe
same as would have been earned if such
policieswererenewedannually, IRDAIsaid.

Fire insurance for 30 yrs
IRDAIhasproposedtoallowinsurersto

offer fire andalliedperil cover for 30years
withsuminsuredofRs5croreandmoreto
standalone residential houses, villa com-
plexes,andapartmentblocksthatareman-
agedbyhousing cooperativesor anyother
bodyrepresentinghomeowners.
Inrespectof riskswithsumsinsuredup

to Rs 5 crore for offices, hotels, and shops,
thedurationshouldnotexceed5years,ac-
cording to thedraftnorms.

Pros and cons of product
Buyingalong-termproductmeansone

does not have to renew the policy every
year. Financial experts say it also locks the
customer into the product for 3-5 years at
existing cost; general insurance products
bycontrastareannualcontractswithapos-
sibilityof price increases.
“By paying upfront, one can protect

against the rising cost of insurance prod-

ucts.Onecanalsodemanddiscounts from
insurers while going for long-term prod-
ucts," said Vishal Dhawan, founder, Plan
AheadWealthAdvisors. The disadvantage
is the increase in the upfront cost of own-
ing a vehicle. An expert said 3-year and 5-
year third-party insurance is compulsory
for new vehicles even now; IRDAI'smove
seems to be aimed atmakingmulti-year
ODtooareality.
Itmustalsobenotedthatbypayingpre-

mium for five years in one go, a customer
will miss out on any reductions thatmay
happen due tomarket factors such as in-
creased competition. And an individual
whosellsthevehicleafterayearortwowill
find it difficult to recover the premium
amount paid for the years in which she
wouldno longerbe theowner.
For residential properties, long-term

products may be a good option because
these properties are often bought on loan,
and there isaclearbenefit of discounts.

Implementation challenges
Certain concerns are being raised over

theimplementationofthelong-termpolicy
package.Insurersfacedchallengesintheac-
tuarial pricing for the long-termmotorOD
coverandfireinsurance.Thepackagepolicy
may face challenges in distribution on ac-
count of affordability among vehicle own-
ers.Thereisalsoapossibilityofforcedselling
by financial institutions to customerswho
buyvehicles on loan.Also, the structure for
NCBwas not uniform across insurers, and
causeddissatisfactionamongpolicyholders.

Possible exit option
Earlier,whenIRDAIintroducedlong-term

coverforvehicles,customershadnoflexibil-
ity to change their planbefore threeyears if
theywereunhappywith the insurer’s serv-
ice. IRDAIhasnowproposedthateverypol-
icy should have a 30-day free-look period
fromthedateof inceptioninordertoenable
theholdertoreviewthetermsandconditions.

Anoptiontocancelhasbeenproposed,
andpolicyholderswouldbeentitledtoare-
fundof thepremiumonapro-ratabasisfor
the free-lookcancellationoption.

Reasons for themove
In2018,anSC-appointedcommitteeob-

served that nearly 66% of on-road vehicles
wereuninsured.Inaccidentsinvolvingthese
cars, the victims had to spend from their
pockets oruse their insurance cover topay
for damage that was not their fault. Also,
thosewhodieddidnot get adequate com-
pensationsincethevehiclesweren’tinsured.
Thecourtmadeitmandatoryfornewvehi-
cles tobuylong-termbundledinsurance—
3 years for four-wheelers and 5 years for
two-wheelers—toeliminatethisproblem.
Also, natural calamities like floods,

earthquakes, and cyclones lead to huge
lossestothepublicashomesandshopsare
destroyed. More than 90 per cent of
dwellings in Indiaarenot insured.

India’s Central Asia outreach
NSAAjitDoval’smeetingwithhisCentralAsiancounterpartsearlier thismonthispartof India’spushto
widenanddeepentieswithcountries inthisstrategically importantregion.NewDelhi’soutreachis
aimedatensuringregionalsecurity,aswellaspoliticalandeconomicbenefits fromtheengagement

Shubhajit Roy

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

THE CONGRESS haswon 40 of the total 68
Assemblyseats inHimachalPradesh,wrest-
ing the state from the BJP. One of themajor
promisesoftheCongresspartyaheadofpolls
wastorestoretheOldPensionScheme(OPS)
in the state, similar to Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh,theothertwostatesruledbyit.
TheAamAadmi Party (AAP) has notified its
poll promise in Punjab to switch to the Old
PensionScheme.
IfthenewgovernmentinHimachalfollows

through on the Congress party’s campaign
promise,managing the state’s financesmay
provetobeanuphilltask.Whatdothestatefi-
nancesreveal,andwhatarethechallengesbe-
forethenewfinanceministerinthestate?

Mountingcommittedexpenditure
meansshrinkingscopeforspendingon
development.
AsperdatainthelatestStateFinancesAudit

ReportofHimachalfortheyearendingMarch
31, 2021, the committed expenditure of the
state—which comprises interest payments,
expenditureon salaries andwages, andpen-
sions—hadincreasedfromRs17,154.75crore
in2016-17toRs22,464.51crorein2020-21.
As a percentage of the revenue receipts,

the committed expenditure has increased
from65.31percentto67.19percentoverthe
last five years. The committed expenditure
hasbeenhoveringaround67per centof the
totalrevenueexpenditureofthegovernment
duringthelastfiveyears(2016-21).Therising
committed expendituremeans that lesser
moneyisavailablewiththestatefordevelop-
ment.Forinstance,during2020-21,onlyabout
one-thirdof thestate’stotalrevenuereceipts
wereavailablefordevelopmentaloutlay.

One-fifthof thestate’s revenue
expenditure isnowspentonpayingthe
pensionsbill.
During2020-21,theexpenditureonpen-

sions stood at Rs 6,088 crore,whichwas al-
most50percenthigherthanRs4,114.17crore

in2016-17.Infact,asapercentageofrevenue
receipts, theexpenditureonpensionhasin-
creased from 15.66 per cent in 2016-17 to
18.21percent in2020-21.
Asapercentageof revenueexpenditure,

thespendingonpensionhasincreasedfrom
16.23 per cent to 18.16 per cent in the last
fiveyears.

OwnTaxRevenuesmakeuponlyasmall
shareof thestate’s total revenues.
Onlyaboutafourthofthestate’srevenue

comes from its Own Tax Revenues (OTR).
During2020-21,outof thetotal revenue(Rs
33,438crore)of thestate,onlyRs8,083crore
camefromthestate’sOTR.
InHimachal, the growth inOTR,which

comprises taxes like State GST, State Excise,
LandRevenue, TaxesonVehicles,Goodsand
Passengers,hasbeenverylowinrecentyears.
Data from the Comptroller and Auditor

General of India (CAG) show thatHimachal
Pradesh’sOTRincreasedby14.84percentto
Rs8,083crorein2020-21fromRs7,039crore
in 2016-17. In the year preceding the pan-
demic (2019-20), Himachal Pradesh’s own
taxesasaratiooftotalrevenuereceiptsstood
at just24.80percent,whichwaslowerthan
the all-state average ratio of states’ own tax
tototalreceipts(38.04percent) inthatyear.

Revenuebuoyancy,orefficiencyof
revenuemobilisationinresponseto
growth, isdeclining.
There has been a decline in the revenue

buoyancyofthestate.Therevenuebuoyancy
ratio refers to the elasticity or degree of re-
sponsivenessofafiscalvariablewithrespect
toagivenchangeinthebasevariable.Forex-
ample, if revenuebuoyancywith respect to
GrossStateDomesticProduct(GSDP)is1.21,
it means that revenue receipts tend to in-

creaseby1.21percentagepoints if theGSDP
increasesby1percent.During2020-21,rev-
enuebuoyancywith respect to theGSDP in
HimachalPradeshwasminus2.27percent.

TheOPSisbadeconomics.Here’swhy.
The cumulative pensionbill of states has

jumpedtoRs3,86,001crorein2020-21from
Rs3,131crorein1990-91.Overall,pensionpay-
mentsbystateseatawayaquarteroftheirtax
revenues. For Himachal, it is almost 80 per
cent (pensions as a percentage of the state’s
tax revenues). Restoring theOPSwill bring
someshort-termgainstoHimachal:itwillnot
havetoput10percentmatchingcontribution
towardstheemployeepensionfund.Forem-
ployeestoo, itwillresult inhighertakehome
salaries,sincetheytoowillnotsetaside10per
centoftheirbasicpayanddearnessallowance.
Reverting to theOPSwillmean the state

wouldberequiredtopay50percentofthelast
earnedsalariesof governmentemployeespost
theirretirement.Givenbetterhealthcarefacil-
ities,peoples’lifespanswillonlyrise,exerting
morepressureontheexchequerinthefuture.

Himachal: fiscal challenge in CongOld Pension Scheme promise
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FINANCIALYEAR 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21
RevenueReceipts (`crore) 26,264 27,367 30,950 30,742 33,438
State’sOwnRevenue 8,756 9,472 10,403 10,126 10,271
GrossStateDomestic 1,25,634 1,38,551 1,49,442 1,62,816 1,56,522
Product (2011-12Series)
(` incrore)
RevenueBuoyancy 1.21 0.41 1.67 –0.08 –2.27
wrtGSDP
State’sOwnRevenue 0.26 0.79 1.25 –0.3 –0.37
BuoyancywrtGSDP
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SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI,DECEMBER8

WHEN THE Rahul Dravid-Rohit Sharma
combinationtookchargeof theIndianteam
ayearback, therewashope in theair. There
was talk of a long-term planwith a feeder
system supplying fit talent and clarity over
players' roles. The team had no real holes.
Therewasno lackof a genuineNo. 4 aswas
thecaseatthe2019ODIWorldCup,andafit-
againHardikPandyahadevenendedIndia's
longsearch forapace-bowlingall-rounder.
Instead, there has been chaos and con-

servative experiments. There are way too
manyquestionsthatthepresentteamman-
agementneedstoanswer.Atthestartof last
year, they said theywere going to focus on
theT20WorldCup.Thatbombed.Andnow,
after theODIseries lossagainstBangladesh,
Dravid said that, starting fromnextmonth,
January2023,theywillstartfocusingonthe
ODIWorldCup.
For that to happen, the BCCI and team

managementneedtogointoahuddle.With
theWorldCupathomelessthanayearaway,
hereareafewquestionstheyneedtoaddress
at theearliest.

Dowereallyneedall-formatplayers?
Unliketherestof theworld,Indiadoesn't

believethatTests,ODIsandT20srequiredif-
ferent skill-sets. Their star players — Rohit
Sharma, Virat Kohli, Jasprit Bumrah, KL
Rahul, Mohammed Shami, Rishabh Pant,
RavindraJadeja,ShreyasIyer—areseenplay-
ing all three formats. Theworld hasmoved
on. Australia try to fit in their star players in
all formats and so does South Africa with
KagisoRabada—andtheirbowlinghasbeen
distinctlyaffected inbig tournaments.
Since the BCCI can't afford to tell Indian

Premier League franchises to rest the India
stars,theselectors, ifnotplayersthemselves,
need to take thecall.

Whoaretheopeners?
WithKLRahulnotopeninginthesecond

ODIdespiteRohit’sinjury-triggeredabsence,
it’s clear that theynowseehimasamiddle-
order option. That leaves Shikhar Dhawan
andRohit at the top.Dhawanhasbeencon-
sistent in the 50-over format and one bats-
manwho understands its soul, but with a
year left for themarquee event, doubts do
arise,especiallyabouthisstrike-rate.Rohit’s
fitness itself is aworry that raises the other
concern. Are Shubman Gill, Rishabh Pant,
RuturajGaikwadorIshanKishangoingtobe
considered?

Whoisthealternatecaptain?
They have anointed Rahul. The current

vice-captainhas shownno signs that hede-
servestobegiventhatrole.Withhispersonal
formitselfatouchshaky,tothrustthe'keeping,
batting,andcaptaincyburdensonamanwho
doesn’t seemnatural in that roleseems likea
hugeleapoffaith.WhenMohammedSirajwas
losingtheplotinthesecondODI,acalmword
inhis earwouldhavedone the settling trick;
butRahulallowedittodriftandgetoutofcon-
trol.TheselectorsappointedPandyaascaptain
for theNewZealandT20Iseries,but thatwas
aserieswheneventheheadcoachhadtaken

abreak.AretheysureaboutPandya?

Whoisthefinisher?
Apart fromPandya,will itcomedownto

JadejaandWashingtonSundartodothejob?
Or like it was the casewith Dinesh Karthik
and Pant, therewill be a few names tossed
up,leftunexploredornailed,untiltheWorld
Cup looms right in their face and forces
them?The50-overformatisalsotransform-
ing incharacter just asT20did right in front
of themathomeintheIPL;theydidn’t learn
anylessonstherewiththeselectionofanun-
suitable toporder. That a5-time IPLwinner

will be left looking rudderless wasn’t ex-
pected.Now,whatwill theirapproachbe in
ODIs?

Is thereanIndianODIapproachatall?
The world knows how England plays

white-ball cricket, the same is true for
Pakistan. But does India have a white-ball
blueprint?What is the Indian ODI way?
Australiadidn’tfixtheirT20templatebefore
theWorldT20,andweretossingaroundop-
tions right till the endwith an out-of-form
captain,andpaidtheprice.Indiaareatriskof
following that path now in ODIs. Almost a
yearlefttogoofcourse,butastheyfoundout
inT20Is,withoutclarity, time fliesquickly.

Whoarethebowlers?
When Bumrah isn’t available, the team

flounders. Especially,withRohitandDravid
unwillingtoreallyexploretheremainingop-
tions. Theworld showed at the T20World
Cupthataquickishleg-spinnerwastheway
togo;theydidexplorethatoptionintherun-
upanddidn’thavetheconfidencetopunton
Ravi Bishnoiwhen in Australia. They didn’t
even play Yuzvendra Chahal. The IPL gave
them Arshdeep Singh, and luckily saved
themsomeblushes.Butagoodthirdseamer
was forced tomature into a strike bowler
right at the World Cup. They banked on
Shamiafter ignoringhimforayearonlydue
to injuries. Harshal Patel was groomed - a
good candidate for Indian conditions - be-
fore they lost confidence in his style in
Australiaand lefthimout.

Wherearetheselectors?
In a few days' time, the teamwill get a

third new chairman of selectors in three
years.Of late,theconsistencyoneexpectsin
selection calls has also beenmissing with
playersdroppedandrotatedforreasonsbest
knowntotheteammanagement.Forexam-
ple, Gill, Sanju Samson and Suryakumar
Yadavwho are all prime contenders for the
World Cup didn’t accompany the team to
Bangladesh. If the ideawas tomanage their
workloadandgivethemrest, eventhat isn’t
happeningastheseplayerswillfeatureinthe
RanjiTrophyfortheirrespectivestateteams.
AndalthoughtheBCCIhasremovedtheen-
tireselectionpanel ledbyChetanSharma, it
is also worth reminding again that since
February there hasn’t been a selector from
thewestzone.Similarly, just liketeamman-
agement,eventheselectorsshouldhaverole
clarityfortheplayersandpicktherightones.
Not pick a player andmake the team play
himoutofpositionastheydidwithDeepak
Hoodaat theT20WorldCup.

ODIROADMAP

QUESTION HOUR
With less thanayear togo for the50-overWorldCup in India, the timehascomefor the
teammanagement to learn fromitspastmistakes, course-correctandhaveaclearvision

UNANSWERED
QUESTIONS
WhobelievedHarshal
Patelwouldwork in
Australia?

Whyweren’tRishabh
PantorPrithviShawtried
asT20openers?

Whywasn’tRaviBishnoi
pickedaheadof
YuzvendraChahal for the
T20WorldCup,orUmran
Malikblooded inforhis
strikingpace?

WasDeepakHoodareally
consideredbetter than
SanjuSamson inthe
shortest format?

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI,DECEMBER8

INDIAN SPORT'S most elusive 90 is the
javelin's trajectory forNeerajChopra.
And thoughhis effort fetchedhimsilver

at theOregonWorld's,agoldwhilecrossing
the 90metremark always looks imminent
for him. But there's another 90 - this one in
kilogramweight - that has proven tougher
to nail down, or haul upmore like, for an-
other Olympian. Mirabai Chanu boasts a
Snatch best score of 88 kg. Though it is the
90kgsheiskeenonachieving.Itisinthepur-
suitof the90+kgSnatchscorethatthe49kg
weightlifterwillheadintotheParisOlympics
qualification cycle. Albeit with a bunch of
oddsstackedagainsther.
A day after adding a second World

Championshipmedaltohergoldfrom2017,
Mirabaiexplainsaboutwhythat90kgmark
has been eluding her. There is a cyst in the
wrist to start with, which aggravates pain
andperformance.
"Thepaininthewriststarted2-3months

back.WhenwedidanMRI,theyfoundacyst
wherebloodmight'vecollected,"shewould
explain. It makes her thumb lining weak,
badly hampering the grip over the barbell.
"Especially during the Snatch lift (one swift
motion), when I receive and hold the
weights, toomuch loadcomeson thewrist,
builds pressure and affects the lift. They
foundmyligamentstobeweak,strengthen-
ing ison," sheadds.
It's what sent her into a wobble on her

third and final Snatch lift, hanging onto 87
kgsomehow."Itwasthe finalattempt,andI
had toduckandholdanyhow.The last lift is
themostimportant.IhaddecidedIwon'tdip
under 200kg total, so this was important,"
she recalled.
Even on a perfectly healthy day at the

BirminghamCommonwealth Gameswith
the gold an easy picking, the 90 kgwith no
pressure, hadprovendifficult. "I cameclose
at CWGbut couldn't lift," she says. Her best
is88kg."Iwillworkonimprovingandfocus
on getting 90kg andmore. I think I can go
upto91-92kg," shesays.
WhileMirabaiholdstherecordforClean

&Jerk, the Snatch scores can really drag her
downandputheronthebackfoot.AtBogota
at thisWorld Championship, shewas fifth
going into the C&J, with the Chinese even-
tual champ lifting93kgasoneof two tohit
90. Even Belgian Nina Sterckx, the junior
doublerecordholder,whohasjumpeddown
from55kg to49kg in seniors,madean im-
mediate impact, securing89kg.Stuckon87
kg, Mirabai starts out a few places behind
with others enjoying a headstart, making
that90kg important.
InC&J, her target is120kg,whichwould

takeherto210kgtotalif the90kgissecured.
She was 6 kg off Jiang Huihua's 206 kg at

Bogota, and at the Tokyo Olympics, Hou
Zhizhihita recordscoreof210kg,while the
Indianwonsilverwith202kg.
Thewrist though - in pretty bad shape -

needs intense strengthening, and troubles
her even when not lifting. "It bothers me
eveninmyfreetime(whennotlifting). Itcan
paina lot," sheadds.
Still, a secondWorldmedal, and a silver

no less, makes her one of themost consis-
tentIndianathletesattheworldlevel."World
championshipsinweightliftingaretoughto
medal in. I'dmissed in 2020, but am satis-
fiedwiththesecondmedal. Iwantedtowin
this medal for the country," she says. The
2017 goldwasmore of a personal redemp-
tionaswell,thoughitgaveIndiaitsfirst-ever
WorldChampion.
This one is special though because she

was flankedbythe top-classChineseonthe
podium."YesthiswasgoodbecauseIfought
the Chinese for themedal. They are always
tough and there's always two good ones
(theywongoldandbronze). But I'vealways
thought if theycandoit, socanI.OnedayI'll
definitelybeat theChinese," shevows.
While her competition schedule isn't

firmed up, the supremely refreshing thing
about Mirabai Chanu is how she digs this
elite competitive level, and going head to
head against the Chinese,with Sindhusque
relishandconfidence.It'swhysheiskeenon
face-offs at Asian Championship and Asian
Games. There's also the 2023 World
Championship, and she'll need an amount
ofconsistencyandsteadinessaheadofParis.
Keeping that drive going on good days

and bad, can be tough. "Hard training days
canbedifficultwhentheloadfeelstoomuch.
Sometimestrainingdoesn'tgogreat.ButI'm
luckyIhaveafamilyandcoachwhoaresup-
portive.Especiallyonbad-trainingdays.My
mother tellsme that all days can't be great
and I shouldn't take tension.When you are
deadtiredandyoureturn,youneedthemto
tellyouit'salright,andthere'snothingwrong
even if it'sbeenaroughday," sheends.

Mirabai’s elusive goal:
90 kg-plus in the snatch

Acyst inherwristhashampered
MirabaiChanu’sprogress.

CROSSWORD4920

ACROSS
1Awful rudenessof anumber
notwearingclothes (9)
8Whiteorgreenplantput
outside (5)
9Gallerysetout ingrandstyle
(7)
10Ancientcountryseen in
pictures inspring(6)
11Taciturnpersonspendinghis
life inbed(6)
12Onewaytoobtaingoods
withoutpaying(2,6)
15Comanchetrainedto
becomebusdrivers (8)
18Unusual snatchofmusic? (6)
20Moderniseaquietduet
perhaps (6)
21Puttingonsound
preparation for leather (7)
22Saveashipandrescueabout
fifty (5)
23Acoursedesignedtobe
rapidly taken(9)

DOWN
2Onewants tobesodescribed
(5)
3Land inAmerica (6)
4Aplacewhere lotsgo
(8)
5Recompensed inreturn
forbabywear (6)
6Graduallydestroyastick in
themiddle (7)
7Ruling lines (9)
11Boundtogowrong?
(3,6)
13Stoptalkingandcometoa
rationaldeduction(8)
14Model lassandher footwear
(7)
16Hedeals incapital
investments (6)
17Heworkswith locks
(6)
19Medicine thatmaybemixed
withgin
(5)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Youmaynowtell
businessassociates
andanyonewith
whomyouare

financiallyconnectedtoputup
orshutup.Butyoumustdoso
soon,beforeanumberof
planets removeyouradvantage
bychangingsigns. Long-
distanceandoverseas
connectionsareopening,by
theway, sostayalive to
newopportunities.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Youmaystillbe ina
bullishmood,
buoyedupbythe
influenceof

aggressiveMars. It isgoodtobe
sureof yourground,yetnobody
wouldadviseyoutobeso
confident thatyouoverlookor
ignorecertainessentialdetails.
Onewordofwarning, though-
youcouldbethrowinggood
moneyafterbad.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Mercury is insucha
supportiveposition
thatyoumaybesure
thatbad feelingwill

beavoidedeven if partnersare
stillbeing frustratinglyobtuse.
Continuetopress for firm
agreement.Thesooneryouget
partnerscommittedandtied
down, thebetter.

CANCER(June22- July23)
All thathas
happened inthepast
willpale into
insignificancebeside

the immenseandprofound
changeswhichwillbe
sweepingyoubefore them
lateron.Youarenowentering
aperiodofpersonal
transformationwhich isgoing
to findyoudiscoveringtalents
youneverdreamtexisted.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Thefirst fewsteps in
anewfriendshipare
oftenhesitant, even
foryou.However,

peoplewhocomeintoyour life
nowmustbecultivated, for
theywillprovetobevaluable
allies in timestocome.Even if
you imaginethatsomeone
youmeet isarival, youmay
bemistaken.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Muchhasbeen
writtenabout the
creativepotential
of thisparticular

phase,notallofwhichhasyet
madesense.Today'splanetary
picturecrystallisesa
numberof verysubtle trends,
pointingyoutoa life that
isbothmoresatisfying
andproductive.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Youmustpaymore
attentiontoworking
partnerships for the
simplereasonthat

colleaguesholdthekeytoyour
future.Youmayalreadyhave
foundthat fresh lighthasbeen
shedonformerlyconfused
circumstances. Suchclarity is
mostwelcome,as I'msure
you'll agree.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
TheSun,Mercury
andVenushave
cometoyour
assistance,

lighteningyour loadand
relievingyouofpressing
domesticquestions. It is looking
increasingly likely thatyouwill
besavedbythepromptaction
of a friend,perhapssomeone
youhave ignored.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Thereare
complications in the
air.Althoughyou
mayhavetoresign

yourself toacontinuing
mystery,youhaveachoice
as towhether todevote
your timetoworkor family
issues.Possibly the latter
willbemoreenjoyable,
althoughthe formermaybe
morenecessary.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Asyouhaverealised,
there is little that
youcando if you
don'thavethe

necessary funds. Joint financial
affairsmustnowbesettled,
anddealsmustbesigned
andsealed.Otherwiseyou
mayfindthatyouhaverun
outof time,andthatpartners
maydecidetostandup
for themselves.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
This isan intense
period for those in
thepropertymarket.
Positive trends

andobstaclescompete for
yourattention,butafter
everythinghasbeentaken into
considerationyoumayseemto
berunningonthespot.Perhaps
youshould just slowdown
andtakearest.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Bytraditionthis isa
timeof yearwhen
eventsshouldrun in
your favour,yet

youcannotcountonsuccess
unlessyoudoyourbest,
drumupsupportand leave
nostoneunturned inyour
drive tobetteryourself.You
must, repeatmust, consult
partnersbeforeyoutakea
controversialdecision.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Thereisawomanatthebeginningof_______.-AlphonsedeLamartine(3,5,6)

SOLUTION:AWARE,STINT,LANKLY,HAGGLE
Answer:Thereisawomanatthebeginningofallgreatthings.-AlphonsedeLamartine

WAAER AKYLLN

TINTS AELGGH

SolutionsCrossword4919:Across: 1Actdumb,4Sofia,7Lore,8Once-over,10
Dissipated,12Trunks,13Streak,15Transplant,18Mastodon,19Unit,20Sleek,21
Bizarre.Down:1Ailed,2Turnsour,3Bonsai,4Stereotype,5Five,6Airsick,9
Wickerwork,11Retainer,12Thermos,14Entomb,16Title,17Isle.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong
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THE SHADOWSof LionelMessi
and Neymar merge into each
other,nomatterhowhardtheytry
to keep themunto themselves.
WhenNeymarunitedwithMessi
in Barcelona, the Argentine put
him at ease, and togetherwith
Luis Suarez, formed one of the
deadliesttridentsthiscentury.
When Messi's shadow be-

came too long, orwhenNeymar
presumedso,hemovedtoPSGso
thathecouldflourishandbranch
outalone.Butfouryearslater,they
reunitedattheParisclub,thistime
Neymar playing the role of the
gracioushost.“Wearejustmeant
tobe.Ihaven’tspentasmuchtime
withmy family, as I havewith
Leo,”theBrazilianhadsaidthen.
Perhaps, they are justmeant

tobe.Messiisfiveyearsolderthan
Neymar. Hewas already a great
leaping to thepedestal of an all-
time greatwhenNeymar burst
forth. The Brazilianwas never a
competitor, but the inheritor. It
washowBarcelonawantedtheir
destinies tounfold.Messiwould
leave inautumnfor the springof
Neymar.Butlikefateanddestiny,
human ambition and quest for
centre-stage, itdidnotpanoutto
Barcelona’s best-written script.
However, their fates intertwined
againinParis,longshadowsagain
cast over each other, and again
struckanirresistiblechemistry.
Thepairnowhave taggedto-

gether in 200matches, clocked
15,865minutesandcombinedto
produce67goals, besidescount-
lesshours trainingandtravelling
together. Both call each other
brother, their families spendva-
cationstogether. It’sa taleofbro-
mance, but also oneof competi-
tivenessand futility todrift away
fromeachother.
Their shadows and destiny

convergetogetheragainonFriday,
20kilometresandanhourapart,
astheyleadtheirrespectiveteams
in thequarterfinals, Brazil taking
onCroatiaandArgentinaencoun-
teringtheNetherlands,andifboth
advance, Neymar and Messi
wouldbe literally pursuing each
other’sshadowsnextweekinthe
semifinals.
Bothareunitedinthecrush-

ing burden two football-ob-
sessed cultures have thrust on
their shoulders.Messi has been
carrying the burden for longer.
He has endured the heartbreak
ofafinal,agonyoftwoquarterfi-
nal exits and the backlash of a
round-of-16 departure. The
Copatitlewasaredemption,and
sincethen, thethreadofdestiny
dragging Messi to the elusive
WorldCupinDohahasgathered
bassandvolume.

Atpeacewithhimself
Evident is a sense thatMessi

isathiscalmest,yet feistiest,ata
World Cup. As if he had tran-
scendedtherockof burden,as if
he is no longer hyper-fixated
withtheWorldCupormatching

DiegoMaradona’s stature back
home. He smiles more often,
chides more frequently, picks
fightswithdefenders,expresses
bothangerandjoymoreexpres-
sively. As if he has descended
from his inscrutable celestial

bubble tomiddleearth.
The fortunesofArgentinaare

thrust onhis feet and shoulders.
It’s just that he is not feeling the
weight.ThefateofBrazil,though,
doesnotdependonNeymar,oron
Neymar alone. A nation did not
mournhisankleinjury.Brazilwon
a match without him. It is no
longeraboutNeymaralone.Ithas
been about Richarlison and
Vinicius Junior too;aboutThiago
SilvaandCasemirotoo.Asitrarely
unfolds,itwasaboutthecollective
dazzleandnotindividualsizzleof
theBrazilianteam.
The obsessive attention

away from him has liberated
Neymar.Quietly,heenjoyedone
of his finestWorld Cup games
against South Korea, when he
weaved and spun, pirouetted
anddancedbetweendefenders
anddefence-lines. Itwasnotof-
tenlikethatinthepast.Soheav-
ily fouled he was at the last
WorldCupthathebecameover-
conscious of getting fouled, be-
coming evermore petulant. He
wasplayingreactionaryfootball,
self-destroying his own game
and thatof his team.

Bowandarrow
Neymar’s sense of self-im-

portancetoohasdissipated.He
is no longer in adesperate pur-
suit of the Ballon’d’Or, not
hubristic of wanting the team
tobebuiltaroundhim,iskeener
tosetupthanscoregoals.There
is a refreshing maturity about
him.Titeconcurs: “Neymarhas
matured a lot. Before, when he
was at Barcelona and in my
early dayswith the Selecao, he
was aplayerwhowouldbeout
onthewing,wouldscoregoals,
hadpace,woulddribble, do in-
dividual plays. Now he's ex-
panded the area in which he
plays and, as well as being a
goalscorer, he creates plays for
others.He'snowwhatwecall a
“bow and arrow” – he can set
thingsupandfinish thingsoff.”
Whenhestartedoff,Neymar

usedtobealeft-winger,butun-
der the tutelage of Messi at
Barcelona, he evolved into one
of the finest insideplaymakers.
This is the fundamental trait on
which is based his chemistry
with Vinicius. Neymar would
prowl and probe the inside left
channel and draw a couple of
defenders,manufacturingspace
for Vinicius wide on the left to
drift inwards without wading
through too much traffic. One
could also say that Neymar did
his part in polishing Messi’s
playmaking gifts, as Messi
droppeddeeperintoaplaymak-
ing role to harness the best of
Neymar and Suarez at
Barcelona.
For the frightening depth of

talent Brazil possess, there is a
discernible vibrancy when
Neymarplays. Fewareas imag-
inative; fewer still have his eye
forakillerpass.Hispresencelifts
theteam,andheisnowacreator,
sustainer and destroyer, goal-
scorer, dribbler, and assist-
maker.It’stheclosestheeverhas
beentoMessi inhis role.

Thequalityofplayers inthe
middleof theparkfor this tie
is incredible.Croatiahave
Modric,BrozovicandKovacic
- thetriocentral toeverything
theydoonthefield.Brazil,
meanwhile,boast the likesof
Neymar,Pacquetaand
Casemiro.Buthere’swhere
thesimilaritiesend.
WhileBrazil’smidfield– in

fact, theirattackersoverall–
areyoungandpacy,Croatia’s
ageingmidfieldcomes into
thismatchonthebackof a
tiringRound-of-16encounter
thatwenttopenalties.While
Modric,BrozovicandKovacic
controlallplay, theyarealso
proneto leavevast spaces in
themiddle,whichBrazil could
easilyexploit.
Brazil,becauseof their

sheerquality,arealsosetto
createmorechances.So, it
reallycomesdowntowhether
theexperiencedCroatian
midfieldcankeepatightshape
andsmothertheBrazilian
machinesoastostopthem

fromplayingfree-flowing
football.Ontheotherhand, if
Brazilmanagetoisolate
Croatia’smidfield,that’llbe
battlehalf-wonforthem.

DEFININGAREA:MIDFIELD
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PLAYING TONIGHT

PATRON SAINTS
'Brothers'MessiandNeymarcarry theburdenof twofootball-obsessed

culturesandareamatchawayfromclashing in thesemi-final
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CROATIA:4-3-3
Livakovic; Juranovic,
Lovren,Gvardiol, Sosa;
Modric,Brozovic,
Kovacic;Kramaric,
Petkovic;Kovacic

BRAZIL:4-1-2-3
Becker;Sandro,
Marquinhos,Silva,
Danilo;Casemiro;
Neymar,Paqueta;
Raphinha,Richarlison,
Vinicius

28.9
Croatia

28
Brazil

AVERAGEHEIGHT

AVERAGEAGE

5’9”
Croatia

5’9”
Brazil

QUARTERFINAL1:CROATIAVSBRAZIL
EDUCATIONCITYSTADIUM,8.30PM

Midfield battle to decide outcome
Ageing Croats can’t afford to let Neymar &Co play
their free-flowing football

AstheydidagainstPoland,
MexicoaswellasAustralia,
Argentinawillaimtocontrol
proceedingswhilethe
Netherlandswillbehappytosit
backandlookforopportunities
tocounter.Thismeansthe
Dutchwillplaya5-3-2system
whiledefending,whichwill
leavenospaceforArgentinain
themiddleofthepitch,forcing
themintowiderareas.Thiswill
becriticalfortwokeyreasons:
Crowdingthecentralareas
wouldmeanMessimightbe
forcedtoplayinawithdrawn
roletohelpwiththebuild-up.
Secondly,they’llforce
Argentinatoattackfromthe
flanks.Whiletheydohave
qualitywingersandusewider
areasbyoverloadingtheflanks,
it’sdonewiththeintentionto
drawtheopposition
midfielderstowardsthemto
openupspaceinthecentre,
fromwheretheylaunch
attacks.
TheDutchrelyalotontheir

wingersandwing-backsto
creategoal-scoringchances.So
whilethey’llhopetostifle
Argentinainthecentre,the
Netherlandswillbeaimingto
usethewidthtotheir
advantage.

DEFININGAREA:FLANKS

LIKELYSTARTING11

NETHERLANDS:3-5-2
Nopper;Timber,Van
Dijk,Ake;Dumfries,
Roon,De Jong,Blind,
Klaasen;Gakpo,Depay

ARGENTINA:4-3-3
Martinez;Acuna,
Otamendi,Romero,
Molina;Allister,
Fernandez,DePaul;
Gomez,Messi,Alvarez

27.4
Netherlands

27.8
Argentina

AVERAGEHEIGHT

AVERAGEAGE

6’1”
Netherlands

5’8”
Argentina

QUARTERFINAL2:NETHERLANDSVSARGENTINA
LUSAILSTADIUM,12.30AM(SAT)

VanDijk needs to shackleMessi
Dutchwill have to pushArgentina to the flanks to
negate attacking threat

SANDIPG
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INHISlastdanceasacoach,Louis
van Gaal is more like a cuddly
grandfather putting on his best
show to entertain the audience.
Fargoneisthesombre,detached
ideologue of Nou Camppast, or
thepeevish,grumpycustodianof
Old Trafford days. He cracks
jokes,hugsplayers,plantskisses
–“big, fatkiss”– inpressconfer-
ences, and laces humour with
pithy observations andanalysis,
defusing questionswith under-
tonesof insult.
Likewhenajournalistsought

his opinion about theArgentina
winger Angel Di Maria calling
him the “worstmanager he has
played under.” He broke into
peals of laughter, gathered his
poise and said: “He had a tough
time there, burglars broke into
hishouse,he found itdifficult to
settleinthecity,butthat’srare,a
player tellingmethat I amabad
coach.Usually, it’s theotherway
around, they all say I ama great
coach,” he said, chuckling and
seekingtheopinionofMemphis
Depay, sitting across fromhim.
“Memphis, am I not the best
coachyoueverhad?”Depaygig-
gledandsaid:“Yes,yes,thebest.”
Theroomcrackledwithlaughter.
Atthatprecisepoint,VanGaal

intervened: “Am Inot entertain-
ingyou?ThenyousayIamabor-
ingcoach.”Thenhesoughtratifi-
cation:“Didn’tyouseethegoalwe
scoredagainstUSA(the firstgoal
froma20-passsequence)?When
BrazilscoredagoallikethatIread
in themedia ofmy friends that
thatwassparklingfootball.While
wedidthattoo.Actually,weplay

thesamefootball.”
Theotherday,ajournalisttold

him bluntly that the Dutch are
playingbland football. VanGaal,
shakinghishead,laughingmildly,
responded: “I don't agreewith
youand I'mnot going to expand
on that because I think that you
have a different perspective on
footballthanIhave.Writeitdown
thatit'sboringandthatyou'rego-
inghometomorrowbecauseyou
couldn't care less.”The journalist
replied: “I’mhereuntil the final.”
VanGaal retorted: “Excellent, I'll
seeyouthere."
But jokes and banter aside,

VanGaalannouncedthathehasa
“scoretosettle”againstArgentina,
who had dumped the
Netherlands out in the tiebreak-
ersofthe2014semi-finals.“Idon’t
even like to think about it,” he
wouldsay.ThatnightinSaoPaulo,
Van Gaal had stopped Lionel
Messi, then at the peak of his
prowess,andbarelylethimtouch

theballwithadefensivemaster-
class,butallthatcametonothing
when Ron Vlaar and Wesley
Sneijder misfired in their
shootout.“Hedidn’thitaball,”he
oncesaid.
Memory might have been

failing him. Messi did show
glimpses of genius. He hatched
a chance apiece for Maxi
RodriguezandRodrigoPalacioin
extratime.Therewasadelicious
jink past a couple of defenders
beforeVlaar’sthuggishbootsin-
tervened.Buttheentireteamdid
not hit a single shot on target in
120 minutes, as the Dutch
squeezed and strangled them.
On paper, the Dutch formation
was3-5-2, but effectively itwas
5-4-1,with even thewingbacks
supplementingtheirthree-man
defence. In no time, Alejandro
Sabella, too, pulled down the
shuttersfearingarapidDutchre-
taliation. Itturnedouttobesuch
adrearyslugfestthatMarcovan
Basten remarked that this was
“the worst match between
Argentina and Netherlands in
history,perhapstheworstmatch
in their entirehistory.”
VanGaal, of course,hasother

opinions. “We thoughtwewere
thebetter team. I can't back itup
withfactsanymore,butthat'smy
memory. Isubstitutedtowinthe
game in regular time.
Unfortunately, that didnotwork
out. In retrospect, it may have
beenastupiddecision.”

Dutchpragmatismvs
Argentinebalance
How their sixthWorld Cup

rendezvouswill unravel is pure
conjecture. In eight years, both
teamshave changed. TheDutch
arenotaspragmaticastheywere

in2014,thoughpragmatismisstill
theirlodestar;theyhavebetterde-
fenders (twoof themost expen-
sive ones in Virgil vanDijk and
Matthijs de Ligt) than they pos-
sessed last time. TheArgentines
have amore balanced side, the
forward-line decluttered after a
spateofretirements.
But the predominant narra-

tiveof thegamewill remainun-
changed:HowtostopMessi?He
isdifferent fromwhathewas in
2014, adopting amore central,
deeper role, assuming play-
makingduties, runninglessand
tracking back less too. But he
nonethelessremainsthecentral
figure of the game, of even the
World Cup perhaps. Even Van
Gaal admits: “Messi is themost
dangerous creative player, he is
able to create a lot and to score
goalshimself.”
But he picks a flaw too. “But

when they lose the ball and the
opponenthaspossessionhedoes-
n’t participate much, and this
gives us chances (to exploit).”
Whathe impliedwas thatwhen
theDutchare inpossession, they
haveaone-manadvantagedueto
thenon-participationofMessi in
ball reclaiming.When they do
gainpossession,theDutchattack
rapidlywith slickpassing, and in
numbers.Eventhedefensiveline
climbsupbyafewmetres.Thede-
fence-to-offence switch is so fast
that slackandslowteamswould
be rattled. Therehavebeenpas-
sages, especially in the Saudi
Arabia game,whereArgentina’s
tendency toponderover theball
cametohauntthem.
Then, it is less about what

Messidoesnotdowhentheylose
possession, thanwhat he does
whentheyhave.

Relaxed, jovial Van Gaal has plans
in place to stop ‘best creator’ Messi

LouisvanGaalsayshehasa
scoretosettlewithArgentina,
whodumpedthemoutofthe
2014WorldCup.Reuters

LIONELMESSI NEYMARJR

EXPRESSATWORLDCUP

ENRIQUESACKEDASSPAINCOACH
Luis Enrique was replaced by Luis de la Fuente as Spain's coach on
Thursday, two days after the national team was eliminated in the
round of 16 at the World Cup. Spain lost to Morocco 3-0 in a
penalty shootout. The Spanish football federationt said the
change was made after a recommendation by its sporting officials.
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STIFF PERSON SYNDROME

CELINEDIONDIAGNOSEDWITHRAREDISORDER
Celine Dion has put a halt on all performing after being diagnosed with a rare neurological
disorder. In a video posted on Instagram, Dion said stiff person syndrome was causing
spasms that affect her ability to walk and sing. “The spasms affect every aspect of my daily
life, causing difficulties when I walk and not allowing me to use my vocal cords,” she said.

UK

FirstKingCharles
50pencecoins
entercirculation
London: The first coinage
featuring King Charles III
willstarttoappearincircu-
lation at Post Offices
around the UK from
Thursday,withmillionsof
the new 50-pence coins
bearingthenewmonarch’s
portraitgivenoutaschange
tocustomers.Thecoinwith
the74-year-oldmonarch’s
image reflects a transition
fromtheElizabethanageof
the lateQueenElizabeth II
to the Carolean era of
Charles,with thecoinalso
commemorating the life
andlegacyoftheQueenon
its reverse.Starting this
week,PostOfficebranches
throughout the country
will receive the first batch
of 4.9 million 50 pence
coins bearing the King's
portrait– said official resi-
denceofKingCharles.PTI

A50pcoinfeaturing
theportraitofKing
Charles III. PTI

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

PAKISTAN

Lahoreopensits
firsttransgender
school
Lahore:Pakistan’sPunjab
government has opened
thefirsttransgenderpub-
licschoolintheprovincial
capital in its bid to em-
powermoretranspeople
in the society. Earlier,
Pakistan'sPunjabgovern-
ment had set up three
suchschools.Theseinsti-
tutesprovide freeeduca-
tion from primary to
higher secondary classes
while imparting skill
training, includingstitch-
ing, cooking, andmake-
up. The Lahore school,
which was opened on
Wednesday,willwork in
twoshiftswherethe first
half will be dedicated to
mainstream education,
while the secondwill fo-
cusonteachingtechnical
skills. PTI

AFGHANISTAN

27people
lashedinpublic:
Talibanofficial
Islamabad:Twenty-seven
people were lashed in
public on Thursday in a
northern Afghan
province as punishment
forallegedadultery,theft,
drug offences and other
crimes, according to an
officialwiththeSupreme
Court in Taliban-ruled
Afghanistan.Astatement
from the court said the
lashings took place in
Parwan province, with
18menandninewomen
punished in all. Abdul
RahimRashid,anofficial
with the court, said the
men and women were
convicted by three
courts. AP

CANADA

Sikhwoman
death:Parents
demandjustice
Toronto:Distraughtparents
of a 21-year-old Sikh
womanwhowasshotdead
in Canada’s Ontario
provincelastweeksaythat
they regret sending their
daughter,PawanpreetKaur,
tothecountrytostudyand
demanded justice forher,
according to amedia re-
port. “We regret sending
heroff toCanada,”Kaur's
mother, JasveerKaur said.
“Whydidwesendherata
young age to get her de-
gree?”sheadded.“Wejust
wantjusticeforourdaugh-
ter,”DevinderSingh,herfa-
ther,said. PTI

JOHNYOON
DECEMBER8

NEXTYEAR, SouthKoreanswill
turn a year or two younger— if
onlyonpaper.SouthKoreanlaw-
makersvotedonThursdaytostan-
dardise theway thegovernment
counts a person’s age, in an at-
tempttomoveawayfromtheuse
ofalternatemethods—including
adistinctivelyKoreantraditionof
countingpeopleas1atbirthand
addingayearonJanuary1.
The idea of uniting behind

one standard gained traction,
even as it bumped up against a
tradition that touched onmany
aspectsofeverydaylife:fromthe

mundanetasksof fillingoutpa-
perworktolegalmilestoneslike
the right tovote.
Still, traditions can die hard,

andthere’snoguaranteethatthe
newsystemwillbeusedinmore
informalcircumstances.InSouth
Korea’s hierarchical society, for
instance, age determines the
way one person speaks to one
another, and the law cannot
compel to people to stick to the
singlesysteminthosesituations.
“South Korea is getting

younger!” the JusticeMinistry
saidaskingpeopleto“unite”be-
hind thenewsystem for official
documents that will bring the
countryintoalignmentwiththe
international standard.

Voting nearly unanimously,
theNationalAssemblypassedthe
bill and sent it to the cabinet,

whichmust approve it before it
headstoPresidentYoonSukYeol.
Thesimplifiedstructurewaspro-

motedbythepresidentduringhis
campaign earlier this year. He is
expectedtosignthebill, clearing
theway for it to take effect six
months later. Using just one age
counting systemwould “min-
imise unnecessary conflicts re-
latedtoageandtoestablishsocial
practices that conform to inter-
nationalstandards,”thebillsaid.
SouthKoreans have counted

theiragesinthreedifferentways
fordecades.Ineverydaylife,they
are a year old at birth and count
upeveryNewYear’sDay.Insome
contexts —when determining
one’seligibilitytodrink,smokeor
serveinthemilitary,forexample
—theysimplysubtracttheirbirth
year from the current year. And

formost legal and official pur-
poses, they followthe restof the
world:peoplestartfromzeroand
addayearoneverybirthday.
Once the bill is signed into

law, the governmentwould fol-
lowthe international approach.
Babiesunder1yearoldwillhave
their agecounted inmonths.
Ambiguityaroundagecount-

ingmethodshascausednoshort-
ageofbewilderment.Ithasledto
disputes over age-based insur-
ancepayouts in trafficaccidents.
Children’smedicationslisttarget
ages,withoutspecifyinghowthe
agesshouldbecalculated. Lackof
clarity over vaccine and Covid
testingeligibilityhasledtochaos
athealthclinicsandtestsites.

The traditional method of
countingageisdeeplyingrained
in South Korean culture. Birth
year,notbirthdate, for instance,
isthebasisfortheKoreanzodiac
system. The use of terms like
“oppa” or “hyung” (ways of ad-
dressing an older brother), and
“unnie” and “noona,” (which
meanolder sister) isdependent
ontheageofthepeopleinvolved
in theconversation.
Whetherpeoplewillactually

abandon the traditional system
remainstobeseen.That,experts
said,wouldtakesometime.“The
traditionalwayofcalculatingage
is hard to abandon,” said an ex-
pert. “It’s socloselyentwined to
theKorean language.” NYT

THREE WAYS OF CALCULATING AGE COEXIST IN THE COUNTRY

S Koreans set to turn younger, old way of counting age scrapped

InSouthKorea’shierarchical society,agecandeterminethe
wayonepersonspeakstoanother.Reuters file
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PutinwithpeopleawardedwiththeGoldStarmedalof the
HeroofRussiaduringaceremonyontheeveofHeroesof the
FatherlandDayatKremlin inMoscow.AP

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,DECEMBER8

THEWHITEHousehassupported
Congresstopassalegislationthat
seekstoeliminatethepercountry
quotaongreencardstoallowUS
employerstofocusonhiringpeo-
ple based on merit, not their
birthplace, a bill if passedwould
benefitseveralhundredsofthou-
sands of immigrants specially
Indian-Americans.
AGreenCard,knownofficially

asaPermanentResidentCard, is
adocumentissuedtoimmigrants
to the US as evidence that the
bearerhasbeengrantedthepriv-
ilegeof residingpermanently.
This week, the House of

Representatives is scheduled to
voteontheEqualAccesstoGreen
CardsforLegalEmployment(EA-
GLE)Actof 2022.TheEAGLEAct

would eliminate a per-country
caponemployment-basedgreen
cards— a policy that dispropor-
tionately affects Indian immi-
grants.
“Theadministrationsupports

effortstoimproveourimmigrant
visasystemandeasetheharshef-
fectsof theimmigrantvisaback-
log,” theWhiteHousesaid.
“Accordingly, theadministra-

tion supports theHousepassage
of HR3648, the Equal Access to
Green Cards for Legal
Employment(EAGLE)Act,andits
goal of allowingUSemployers to
focusonhiringimmigrantsbased
onmerit, not their birthplace, by
eliminatingthe“percountry”lim-
itationonemployment-basedim-
migrantvisas(greencards),”itsaid.

Thesechangeswouldtakeef-
fect over a nine-year transition
periodtoensurenocountriesare
excluded from receiving visas
while the per-country caps are
phased out. During the transi-
tion period, visaswould also be
setasidefornursesandphysical
therapists to address urgent
needsinthehealthcareindustry,
and foremployment-based im-
migrantsandtheirfamilymem-
berswhoarenotcurrentlyinthe
US, theWhiteHousesaid.
“This legislation would be

life-changing for hundreds of
thousands of immigrants cur-
rentlystuckinlegallimboasthey
wait for green cards,” said Neil
Makhija, executive director of
theIndianAmericanImpact.PTI

Biden supports Bill that eliminates
per country quota for green cards

INDIAN-AMERICANSTOBENEFIT

IFPASSED,thislegislation
wouldphaseouttheper-
countrycapsoverthe
courseofnineyearstoen-
surethateligibleimmi-
grantsfromlesspopulated
countriesarenotexcluded
astheEAGLEActisimple-
mented

What
theBill
proposesE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

XI & MBS HERALD ‘NEW ERA’ IN TIES
SaudiCrownPrinceMohammedbinSalmanreceivedPresidentXi JinpingonThursdayas
theChinese leaderheralded ‘anewera’ inArabrelations,witha lavishwelcomesignalling
Riyadh’s interest indeepeningtieswithBeijing.Thetwoleadersheldanofficialmeetingand
signedaseriesof strategicdeals, includingacomprehensivestrategicpartnership
agreementandonewithtechgiantHuawei.AP

Iran executes
first known
prisoner held
in protests

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
DUBAI, DECEMBER8

IRANSAIDThursdayitexecuted
aprisoner convicted for a crime
allegedlycommittedduringthe
country’s ongoing nationwide
protests, the first such death
penaltycarriedoutbyTehran.
The execution comes as

otherdetaineesalsofacethepos-
sibility of the death penalty for
their involvement in the
protests, which began inmid-
September, first as an outcry
against Iran’smoralitypolice.
Activists warn that others

could alsobeput todeath in the
near future, saying that at least a
dozenpeoplesofarhavereceived
death sentences over their in-
volvementinthedemonstrations.
German Foreign Minister

AnnalenaBaerbockcondemned
execution inaTwitterpost, say-
ing “the Iranian regime’s con-
temptforhumanityislimitless.”
TheMizannewsagency, run

by Iran’s judiciary, identified the
executed protester asMohsen
Shekari. It saidhehadbeencon-
victed inTehran’s Revolutionary
Court, which typically holds
closed-doorcases.Shekariwasac-
cusedofblockingastreetinTehran
and attackingwith amachete a
member of the security forces,
who required stitches for his
wounds,theagencysaid.

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
SANJOSE,DECEMBER8

FORMER THERANOS president
Ramesh “Sunny” Balwani was
sentencedWednesday tonearly
13yearsinprisonforhisroleinthe
company’sblood-testinghoax—a
sentenceslightlylongerthanthat
given to the CEO, whowas his
lover and accomplice in one of
SiliconValley’sbiggestscandals.
BalwaniwasconvictedinJuly

offraudandconspiracyconnected
to the company’s bogusmedical
technology that duped investors

andendangeredpatients.Hissen-
tencing came less than three
weeksafterElizabethHolmes,the
company’s founder andCEO, re-
ceivedover11years inprison for
herpartinthescheme,whichhas
been dissected in a book, HBO
documentary and award-win-
ningTVseries.

Balwani’s sentencewas less
thanthe15yearssoughtbyfed-
eral prosecutors, who depicted
himasaruthless,power-hungry
figure. But it is substantially
longer than the four to 10
monthssoughtbyhis lawyers.
Thescandalrevolvedaround

the company’s false claims to
have developed a device that
could scan for hundreds of dis-
eases and other potential prob-
lems with just a few drops of
blood takenwitha fingerprick.
After years of promoting the

technology,HolmesandBalwani
werewarnedthatthebloodtests

wereinaccurate,buttheycontin-
uedtoraisemoneyfrominvestors,
includingfrombillionairessuchas
softwaremagnate Larry Ellison
and media magnate Rupert
Murdoch,anddeployedthetech-
nologyinsomeWalgreensstores.
US District Judge Edward

Davila said the financial state-
ments drawn up by Balwani
“weren’t just projections, they
were lies” and“a true flight from
honest business practices.” The
casethrewabrightlightonSilicon
Valley’s dark side, exposinghow
itscultureofhypeandboundless
ambitioncouldveer into lies.

Ramesh
‘Sunny’
Balwaniwas
convicted
in July

Theranos ex-president Balwani sentenced
to nearly 13 years for blood-testing fraud

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,DECEMBER8

THE US House of
Representatives on Thursday
gave final congressional ap-
proval to legislation that pro-
vides federal recognition of
same-sexmarriages,ameasure
born out of concern that the
SupremeCourtcouldreverseits
supportforlegalrecognitionof
suchrelationships.
The House vote was 258-

169, with all of the chamber’s
Democratsand39Republicans
voting in favour—though 169
of the chamber’s Republicans
voted against it and one voted
“present.” Themeasure now
goes to Democratic President
Joe Biden’s desk for signature
into law. The Respect for
MarriageAct,asitiscalled,won
Senateapproval lastmonth.
Thelegislationwonthesup-

port of LGBT advocates aswell
asanumberof religiousorgan-
izations and entities, including

the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-daySaints,thoughmany
American religious conserva-
tives still oppose gaymarriage
ascountertobiblicalscripture.
It isnarrowlywrittentoact

as a limited backstop for the
2015SCdecisionthatlegalised
same-sex marriage nation-
wide, known as Obergefell v.
Hodges.Itwouldallowthefed-
eral government and states to
recognise same-sexand inter-
racialmarriagesaslongasthey
were legal in the stateswhere

theywereperformed.Itmakes
concessions for religious
groupsandinstitutionsthatdo
not support suchmarriages.
Themeasurewouldrepeala

1996USlawcalledtheDefence
ofMarriageAct,which among
otherthingsdeniedfederalben-
efitstosame-sexcouples.Itbars
states from rejecting the valid-
ity of out-of-state marriages
based on sex, race or ethnicity.
TheSupremeCourt in1967de-
clared prohibitions on interra-
cialmarriageunconstitutional.

Bill protecting same-sex unions clears US Congress

UKRAINEDRONESHOTDOWNNEARBLACKSEA

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
KYIV,DECEMBER8

THEKREMLINsaidThursdayit’s
uptoUkraine’spresidenttoend
the conflict in the country, sug-
gesting terms that Kyiv has re-
peatedlyrejected,whileRussian
PresidentVladimirPutinvowed
topressonwiththefightingde-
spiteWesterncriticism.
Kremlin spokesmanDmitry

Peskov said “(Ukrainian
PresidentVolodymyr)Zelenskyy
knowswhen itmay end, itmay
endtomorrowif hewishes so.”
Duringaconferencecallwith

reporters, Peskov saidMoscow
wasn’taimingtograbnewlands.
But he added that Russia will
makeeffortstoregaincontrolof
areas in Ukraine it withdrew
from just weeks after incorpo-
ratingtheminhastilycalledref-
erendums—whichUkraineand
theWest rejectas illegal shams.
“There are occupied territo-

riesinseveralnewregionsofthe
RussianFederation thatneed to
be liberated,”Peskovsaid.
Putin vowed Thursday to

achieve the declared goals in
Ukraine regardless of Western
reaction. “It’s enough for us to
makeamoveandthereisalotof
noise, chatter and outcry all
across the universe,” Putin said.
“Itwill not obstruct us from ful-
fillingcombat tasks.” a. “There is
alotofnoisenowaboutourstrikes
on the energy infrastructure,”
Putin said. “Yes,we are doing it.
But who did start it?Who did
strike theCrimeanbridge?Who
didblowuppowerlineslinkedto
theKursknuclearpowerplant?”
Meanwhile,Russiasaidithad

shot down a drone in the Black
SeainthecityofSevastopol.

IgnoringWest, Putin
vows to persistwith
strikes onUkraine

THENEWYORKTIMES
WASHINGTON,DECEMBER8

BRITTNEYGRINER,theAmerican
basketballstarjailedinRussia,was
releasedonThursdayafternearly
10months of captivity in apris-
oner swap forViktorBout, a con-
victedRussianarmsdealerknown
as the “Merchant of Death,”
PresidentBidenannounced.
Inabrief statementfromthe

Roosevelt Room of theWhite
House, with Cherelle Griner,
Griner’swife, byhis side, Biden
confirmed the release and said
that Grinerwouldbebackinthe
UnitedStateswithin24hours.
“I spoke with Brittany

Griner,” Biden said. “She’s safe.
She’s on a plane. She’s on her
wayhomeaftermonthsofbeing
unjustlydetainedinRussia,held
in intolerablecircumstances.”

Headded: “Brittanywill soon
beback in the armsof her loved
ones—andsheshouldhavebeen
thereallalong.”CherelleGrinerde-
scribedherwife’s imprisonment
as “thedarkestmoments” inher
life,butthankedBidenandadmin-
istrationofficialsforworkingtire-
lesslytosecureGriner’srelease.
The trade for Bout gave

Moscow back one of themost
notorious armsdealers ofmod-
erntimes,earningthenickname
“Merchant of Death” as he
evadedcapture foryears.

Griner freed in prisoner swap
with ‘Merchant of Death’

BrittneyGriner, ViktorBout(R)

18-yr-old student
becomes US city’s
youngest mayor
Earle:An18-year-oldcollegestu-
denthasbeenelectedtoserveas
mayor of a small east Arkansas
city, becoming one of the
youngest people to serve as a
city’s top leader in theUS. Jaylen
Smith,who isBlack,waselected
mayorofEarleinTuesday'srunoff
election, winning 235 votes to
NemiMatthews’ 183, according
tocompletebutunofficialresults.
He's among the youngest

mayors elected in the US and
wouldbetheyoungestmember
of theAfricanAmericanMayors
Association. Phyllis Dickerson,
chief executiveofficer of theas-
sociation, told the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazettethattheasso-
ciation'scurrentyoungestmem-
ber is Cleveland Mayor Justin
Bibb,who is35. AP

REUTERS
LIMA,DECEMBER8

PERUSWOREinanewpresident
onWednesdayafteradayofpo-
litical drama that saw leftist
leaderPedroCastilloarrestedaf-
ter his ousting fromoffice in an
impeachmenttrialfollowinghis
last-ditch bid to cling to power
bydissolvingCongress.
IgnoringCastillo'sattemptto

shutdownthelegislaturebyde-
cree, lawmakersmoved ahead
with a previously planned im-
peachment trial,with101votes
in favour of removing him, six
againstand10abstentions.
Theresultwasannouncedto

loud cheers, and the legislature
called on Vice-President Dina
Boluarte to takeoffice.
The60-year-oldBoluartewas

sworn in as president through
2026, making her the first
woman to lead Peru. She called
forapolitical truceaftermonths
of instability,includingtwoprior
impeachmentattempts,andsaid
anewcabinetinclusiveofallpo-
litical stripeswouldbeformed.
ShelambastedCastillo’smove

to dissolve Congress as an “at-

tempted coup.” Thepublicmin-
istrysaidonWednesdayevening
that Castillo had been detained
andaccusedof thecrimesof "re-
bellion" and "conspiracy" for
breakingtheconstitutionalorder.
Television outlets showed

Castillo leaving a police station
and reported he would be
movedtoapolice-runprison.
Castillo earlier had said he

would temporarily shut down
Congress, launcha "government
ofexception,"andcallfornewleg-
islative elections. That sparked
resignationsbyhisministersamid
angryaccusations frombothop-
positionpoliticians andhis allies
thathewasattemptingacoup.

Peru’sVice-PresidentDina
Boluarteduringswearing-in
ceremonyinLima.Reuters

Peru gets first woman
President as Castillo
arrested for ‘rebellion’
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SUBSEQUENT SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

M/s
Mateshwari
Motors
(Proprietor:
Sri Arvind
Kumar Jha)

Rs 47,60,278.45
(Rupees For ty
Seven Lac Sixty
Thousand Two
Hundred Seventy
E i gh t & Pa i se
Forty Five) as on
26.12.2019 with
further interest
from 27.12.2019
p l u s o t h e r
charges, costs
etc.

1.All that part and parcel of the property
consisting of land, building and structures as Per
SaleDeedNo.3439, dated 20.04.2012 located at
Mauza - Visunpur Baladhari urf Balwa, Khata
No.-151, Khesra No.-668, Thana No.-110, Halka
No.-8, Registry Office & PS- Hajipur, District-
Vaishali, Area - 5.5 Decimal, registered in the
name of Smt. Soni Kumari, W/o Sri Arvind Kumar
Jha.
Bounded : North- Smt. Vidha Mishra, South-
Smt Reema Devi, East- 6 Ft Wide Rasta, West-
BelaPaswan voBadri Singh
Sale Deed No.1719 dated 11.03.2015 located at
Mauza- Visunpur Baladhari urf Balwa, Khata No.-
151, Khesra No.-668, Thana No.-110, Halka No.-
8, Registry Office & PS- Hajipur, District-Vaishali,
Area- 5.75 Decimal registered in the name of
Smt. Soni KumariW/oSriArvindKumar Jha.
Bounded : North- Rasta, South- Nij Kharidar,
East-Rasta,West-Badri Singh
Property ID :SBIN89128435415

1.

Name of
Borrower(s)/
Guarantor(s)

Amount of
Demand (as

per SARFAESI
Notice)

Description of Property

Bid Increment
Amount

EMD
S.
N.

Date of 13 (2)
Date of 13 (4)

under
SARFAESI

Act

26.12.2019
01.07.2020

2nd Floor, Patna Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna-800001
Ph. No. (Office): 0612-2219043, 2219385, Fax No.: 0612-2219385, E-mail: sbi.05176@sbi.co.in

STATE BANK OF INDIA
STRESSED ASSETS RECOVERY BRANCH (SARB)

E-auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security InterestAct, 2002 readwithproviso toRule 8(6) of theSecurity Interest (Enforcement)Rules, 2022.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described
immovable propery mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the
Authorized Officer of State Bank of India, the Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is", "As is what is" and "Whatever
there is” basis on 28.12.2021 (Wednesday) for recovery of the dues of the borrower/guarantor, other details of the e-auction are as
under.

Reserve Price
below which the
property will
not be sold

Name of
Mortgagor/
Guarantor

Proprietor:
Sri Arvind
Kumar
Jha)

Appendix-IV-A
[See Provision to rule 8 (6)]

21,56,000.00
2,15,600.00
10,000.00

`
`
`

1. Date of e-auction : 28.12.2021 (Wednesday); Time : 120Minutes. From12:00Noon to 02:00 PM.with unlimited extension
of 10Minutes each.

2.Website/portal for e-auctionhttps://mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp.
3.MSTC Central Helpdesk Number (for any technical help):033-40645207, 40609118, 40645316, 40602403, 40067351,
40628253. SBI contact no (for property related enquiry): 8811060438, 7488614908

4. The General Terms and Condition are available on https://sbi.co.in/web/sbi-in-the-news/auction-notices/sarfaesi-and-
others.

This publication is also a 15 days notice to all the borrower(s)/guarantor(s) required under Rule 8(6) of Security Interest
EnforcementRules, 2002
NB: 15 days Sale Notice to Borrower/Guarantors has already been sent by Regd. Post at their last known address. In case they do
not receive the said notice then this E-auction saleNoticemaybe treated as substitutedmodeof service.
Date: 08.12.2022
Place: Hajipur

Authorized Officer
State Bank of India, SARB, PATNA

e-Auction Terms And Conditions

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

CLASSIFIED AD DEPOT (CAD)
Book classified ads at your nearest Express

Group’s authorised Classified Ad Depots

EAST
PATPARGANJ : CHAVI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9899701024,
22090987, 22235837, PREET VIHAR : AD BRIDGE COMMU-
NICATION, Ph.: 9810029747, 42421234, 22017210,
SHAKARPUR : PARICHAY ADVERTISING & MARKETING,
Ph.: 9350309890, 22519890, 22549890

WEST
JANAKPURI : TRIMURTI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9810234206,
25530307, KAROL BAGH (REGHARPURA) : K R ADVERTIS-
ERS, Ph.: 9810316618, 9310316618, 41547697, KARAM-
PURA : GMJ ADVERTISING & MARKETING PVT. LTD., Ph.:
9310333777, 9211333777, 9810883377, NEW MOTI
NAGAR : MITTAL ADVERTISING, Ph.: 25178183,
9810538183, 9555945923, MOTI NAGAR : UMA ADVER-
TISERS, Ph.: 9312272149, 8800276797, RAMESH NAGAR :
POSITIVE ADS, Ph.: 9891195327, 9310006777, 65418908,
TILAK NAGAR : SHIVA ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9891461543,
25980670, 20518836, VIKAS PURI : AAKAR ADVT. MEDIA
Ph.: 9810401352, 9015907873, 9268796133

CENTRAL
CHANDNI CHOWK : RAMNIWAS ADVERTISING & MARKET-
ING, Ph.: 9810145272, 23912577, 23928577, CONNAUGHT
PLACE : HARI OM ADVERTISING COMPANY Ph.:
9811555181, 43751196

NORTH
TIS HAZARI COURT : SAI ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811117748
KINGWAY CAMP : SHAGUN ADVERTISING, Ph.:
9818505505, 27458589, PATEL CHEST (OPP. MORRIS
NAGAR POLICE STATION) : MAHAN ADVERTISING & MAR-
KETING, Ph.: 9350304609, 7042590693, PITAMPURA
(PRASHANT VIHAR) : PAAVAN ADVERTISER Ph.:
9311564460, 9311288839, 47057929

SOUTH
CHATTARPUR : A & M MEDIA ADVERTISING, Ph.:
9811602901, 65181100, 26301008, KALKAJI : ADWIN
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811111825, 41605556, 26462690,
MALVIYA NAGAR : POOJA ADVERTISING & MARKETING
SERVICE, Ph.: 9891081700, 24331091, 46568866, YUSUF
SARAI : TANEJA ADVERTISEMENT & MARKETING Ph.:
9810843218, 26561814, 26510090

NCR
FARIDABAD (NEELAM FLYOVER) : AID TIME (INDIA)
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811195834, 0129-2412798, 2434654,
FARIDABAD (NIT, KALYAN SINGH CHOWK) : PULSE
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9818078183, 9811502088, 0129-
4166498, FARIDABAD : SURAJ ADVERTISING & MARKET-
ING, Ph.: 9810680954, 9953526681, GURGAON : SAMBOD-
HI MEDIA PVT. LTD., Ph.: 0124-4065447, 9711277174,
9910633399, GURGAON : AD MEDIA ADVERTISING & PR,
Ph.: 9873804580, NOIDA (SEC. 29) : RDX ADVERTISING,
Ph.: 9899268321, 0120-4315917, NOIDA (SEC. 65) : SRI
SAI MEDIA, Ph.: 0120-4216117, NOIDA (SEC. 58) : JAI
LAKSHMI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9873807457, 9911911719
GHAZIABAD (HAPUR ROAD TIRAHA, NR GURUDWARA) :
TIRUPATI BALAJI ADVERTISING & MARKETING,
Ph.: 9818373200, 8130640000, 0120-4561000

EDUCATION (IAS & PMT ACADEMIES)
FRIENDS PUBLICITY SERVICE 23287653, 23276901, 9212008155

For CAD enquiries please contact :

ROHIT JOSHI 9818505947, ABHINAV GUPTA 9910035901

For booking classified ads, please contact 011-23702148,

0120-6651215, E-mail : delhi.classifieds@expressindia.com

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF ENGINEERING
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, SHIBPUR

PO: B. Garden, Howrah - 711103
West Bengal, India

WALK-IN INTERVIEW FOR TEMPORARY FACULTY POSITIONS
Advt. No. RO/DE/22/09 Date: 07.12.2022
Applications are invited for the walk-in interview for Temporary
Faculty positions of different academic units of the Institute. For
eligibility criteria, specializations and other details please visit
www.iiests.ac.in

Registrar

New Delhi
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GOLD
`54,270

RUPEE
`82.42

OIL
$75.72

SILVER
`66,662

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket,goldper10g, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asofDecember07

U.P. POWER TRANSMISSION
CORPORATION LIMITED RE-
TENDER NOTICE In reference to the
E-tender No. ETC/MU/T-87/2022-23
(Uploaded on E-portal on dated
16.11.2022 due for opening on
08.12.2022) invited for Operation and
Maintenance of different primary Sub-
stations under the jurisdiction of
Electricity Transmission Circle,
Muzaffarnagar, it is being informed that
due to non-participation of any bidder
and due to some change in BOQ, the
aforesaid tender is being invited again.
The amended details of the tender is
given as hereunder- 1. Tender No.
ETC/MU/T-87/2022-23:- Work of
Operation and Maintenance of 400 KV,
220 KV & 132 KV various primary Sub-
stations. Estimated cost of work: Rs.
1083.42 Lacs only (Excluding GST).
EMD cost Rs. 1084000.00, Cost of
tender documents including GST : Rs.
2950/- Scheduled date & time of
submission of bid : Up to 16.12.2022
by 17:00 Hrs., Scheduled date and
time of opening of Part-I : 17.12.2022
at 12:00 Hrs. Opening of Part-II of the
tender shall be intimated through E-
Portal. For Detailed information, please
visit website www.etender.up.nic.in
for any corrections/ amendments/
modifications/ extensions till the date of
submission of tender and thereafter.
(S.P. RAM) Superintending Engineer,
Electricity Transmission Circle,
Muzaffarnagar “Save Electricity in the
interest of the Nation” ´fÂffaI / 125.
2395/d½f.´ff.¸f. (ETC) ¸fb.³f¦fS(MZN)/ dQ³ffaI
08.12.2022

Ik= la[;k&jk-nw-es-dkW-@foKkiu@2022&23@6591 fnukad% 07-12-2022

vèkksgLrk{kj drkZ }kjk laLFkku esa U-Skill Center esa vko';d midj.kksa
¼Manniquins@Simulators½ ds Ø; gsrq çfrf"Br fufonknkrkvks ls tSe
iksVZy ij fcM la[;k GEM@2022@B@2827344 ds ekè;e ls vkosnu
vkeaf=r fd;s tkrs gSA fcM ls lEcfUèkr vU; leLr lwpuk;sa Hkkjr
ljdkj dh oSclkbV www.gem.gov.in ls fnu‚d 08-12-2022 ls çkIr
dh tk ldrh gSA

jktdh; nwu esfMdy dkWyst
nsgjk[kkl] iVsyuxj] nsgjknwuA

Internationalmarketdata till 1900 IST

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,DECEMBER8

POLITICALPARTIESgarneredRs
676.26croreinthe23rdphaseof
the sale of electoral bonds (EBs)
between November 11 and 15,
aheadof theAssemblyelections
in Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh.
AsmuchasRs660.25croreof

EBs—97.63percentofthebonds
sold—wereencashedbypolitical
parties at the NewDelhi Main
branchofStateBankof India,SBI
said in its reply to the RTI appli-
cation filed by Commodore
Lokesh K Batra (Retd). SBI is the
onlybankauthorisedtoissueEBs
to political parties. SBI said EBs
worthRs309.45croreweresold
bytheMumbaiMainbranchand
Rs222.40crorebytheNewDelhi
branch.
With this, the total amount

collectedbypartiesthroughEBs
has gone up to Rs 11,467 crore

fromvariousanonymousdonors
in 23 phases since 2018 when
the Electoral Bond Schemewas
introduced.
Anonymous donors had

given Rs 545 crore in the 22nd
sale of EBs conducted between
October 1 and 10, according to
data available from SBI. Parties
gotRs1,221crore inthe last two
months and Rs 389.50 crore in
theprevioussaleinJulythisyear.
As many as 666 EBs sold

in the latest phasewere of Rs 1
crore denomination, indicating
that high networth individuals
or corporates could have
shelledout themoney topoliti-
calparties.
Meanwhile, the Finance

Ministryallowedthesaleof EBs
for15moredays(24thphase)by
amending the Electoral Bonds
Scheme. The scheme was
amended onNovember 7 to al-
low an additional period of 15
days for the sale of EBs aheadof
the Gujarat and Himachal

PradeshAssemblyelections.The
23rdtrancheof EBswassold for
subscription between
November9-15.
On December 3, the sale of

24thetranchewasnotifiedfrom
Monday(December5)onwards
— during the second phase

of voting for the Gujarat elec-
tions —which will be held till
December12.
According to the provisions

of theEBScheme,onlythepolit-
ical parties registered under
Section 29A of the
RepresentationofthePeopleAct,
1951 (43 of 1951) and have se-
curednot less thanonepercent
of the votes polled in the last
general election to theHouseof
the People or the Legislative
Assembly are eligible to receive
electoralbonds.Severalpetitions
arealreadyintheSupremeCourt
challenging the provisions of
Finance Act 2017which paved
the way for these anonymous
bonds.
Interestingly,major political

parties have not officially dis-
closedtheamounttheyreceived
throughElectoralBonds.Further,
as the bonds are sold through a
public sector bank, the govern-
mentwouldcometoknowwho
is fundingwhichpolitical party,

sources said.
gave Rs 1,056.73 crore in

2018, Rs 5,071.99 crore in 2019
and Rs 363.96 crore in 2020, Rs
1502.29 crore in 2021 and Rs
3,473crorein2022,SBIhadsaid.
A totalof Rs7.63crore, inclusive
of GST, has been charged to the
government as commission so
far, consequent to the sale of
ElectoralBonds in22phases.
Electoral Bonds are pur-

chasedanonymouslybydonors
andarevalidfor15daysfromthe
dateof issue.Adebtinstrument,
these can be bought by donors
from a bank, and the political
party can then encash them.
These canbe redeemedonly by
an eligible party by depositing
the same in its designated ac-
countmaintainedwith a bank.
The bonds are issued by SBI in
denominations of Rs 1,000, Rs
10,000,Rs1 lakh,Rs10lakhand
Rs1crore.Only25politicalpar-
ties are eligible for redemption
of electoralbonds.

23RDPHASE

ASMUCHasRs660.25
croreof EBs—97.63per
centof thebonds sold—
wereencashedbypar-
ties at theNewDelhi
Mainbranchof SBI. The
total amount collected
byparties throughEBs
hasgoneup toRs11,467
crore fromvarious
anonymousdonors in23
phases since2018.

Total:
`11,467cr
since2018E●EX
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Electoralbonds:Politicalpartiesget
`676cr fromanonymousdonors ENSECONOMICBUREAU

NEWDELHI, DECEMBER8

THEGOVERNMENTwill release
thedraftDigitalIndiabillforpub-
licconsultationbytheendofthis
month, Minister of State
for Electronics and Information
Technology Rajeev Chandras-
ekharsaidonThursday.
TheDigitalIndiaActwillsub-

sume the Information
TechnologyAct2020,whichac-
cording to experts and govern-
ment officials need a revamp
owing tochanging internet sce-
narios.
Speaking at the CII Global

Economic Policy Summit,

Chandrasekharsaid,“weexpect
both the bills (Digital Personal
Data Protection bill and Digital

India Bill) to be taken to parlia-
ment together”.
Thegovernmentplans to in-

troduce the data protection bill
intheupcomingBudgetsession.
Whilethedataprotectionbill

lays rightsanddutiesof theciti-
zen and obligations for data fi-
duciaries to use collected data
lawfully, the Digital India bill is
expected to focus on openness
of internet, safety, trust, and ac-
countability as basic principles
indetail.
“TheInformationTechnology

Act,2000isbeingoverhauledto
account for the recent develop-
mentsinthepost-Interneterato
managebinaries andconsumer
rights,”Chandrasekhar said. FE

Hong Kong: Foxconn said on
Thursday that itsSingaporeunit
hasacquired4.08millionshares
in FoxconnHonHai Technology
IndiaMegaDevelopmentPrivate
Limitedfor$500million.
Foxconn plans to boost the

workforce at its plant in India to
70,000 by adding 53,000more
workersoverthenexttwoyears,
sourceshadsaid.
Thecompanyshareditsplans

with Tamil Nadu officials about
accelerating its hiring efforts at
the plant due to disruptions in
China, according to a govern-
ment source, while a person in
Taiwanwith knowledge of the
matter said Foxconn was ex-
pandingitsoperationsinIndiato
increase its capacity for basic
models and tomeet Indian de-
mand. REUTERS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER8

THERESERVEBankofIndia(RBI)
has signed an agreement to ex-
tendupto$200millioncurrency
swap facility to Maldives
MonetaryAuthority (MMA)un-
der the SAARC Currency Swap
Framework.
“This agreementwill enable

the MMA to make drawals in
multiple tranches up to amaxi-

mumof $200million from the
RBI,”apressreleasesaid.
Thefacilityistoprovideswap

support as a backstop line of
fundingforshorttermforeignex-
changeliquidityrequirements,it
said.
In2020, theRBIhadsigneda

similar pact for extending up to
$400-million currency swap fa-
cility toSriLanka.
The SAARC Currency Swap

Frameworkcameintooperation
onNovember15,2012.

RBI, Maldives Monetary
Authority sign swap pact

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER8

CREDITNEEDStobegivento the
government for continuous and
consistentinvestmentfromtheir
sideinpublicinfrastructure,pres-
ident of Confederationof Indian
Industry(CII),saidonThursday.
Sanjiv Bajaj, who is also the

managingdirectorofBajajFinserv,
said at the CII Global Economic
Policy Summit 2022 thatwhile
the aspect of developing new
manufacturing capacities holds
promise,itsrealisationwouldde-
pendonexecutionofpolicies.
Fourbroadareas—aligningin-

dustryandtradepolicies;building
astrongfinancialsectortosupport
therealeconomy;augmentinged-
ucationandhealthcareexpendi-

turetobuildpeoplecapacity;and
expandingtheshareofmanufac-
turing by extending the PLI
scheme in labour intensiveareas
—wouldaccelerateIndia’sjourney
towardsa$40trillioneconomy,he
said.Speakingattheevent,Kotak
MahindraBankMDUdayKotak
saidthattheReserveBankmaygo
foronemoreratehiketobringin-
flationbelow itsupper tolerance
levelof6percent.
“Mysenseisthattherecould

be onemore rate hike and that
may be the time for thinking
about a pivot, but we got to
watchveryclosely thedata,and
maybe around6.5 per cent as it
lookstoday,subjecttowhathap-
pens to the world, subject to
what happens to oil, subject to
what happens to many other
things,”hesaid.

Need to focus on four
broad areas for $40-tn
journey: Sanjiv Bajaj

SWARAJBAGGONKAR
MUMBAI,DECEMBER8

TATAGROUP-OWNEDAir India
will give a fullmakeover to the
cabin interiors of more than a
thirdof its fleet startingwith the
long-haulBoeingplanes,commit-
tingaspendof$400million.
This refurbishmentwill see

the additionof ‘latest generation
seatsandbestin-classinflighten-
tertainment’, the airline said in a
media release. The company,
however, did not specify the
sourceof thefunding.
Theoverhaulexercisewillalso

seetheintroductionofapremium
economycabinontheB787-8and
theB777.AirIndianeverhadpre-
miumeconomybutoffered first,
business and economy classes.
Vistara,whichissettomergeinto
Air India, offers premiumecon-

omy. Air India has engaged
London-based product design
companies JPA Design and
TrendWorks to assist with the
cabininteriordesignelementsun-
der this refurbishment pro-
gramme.Thetwohaveproduced
designworks for Taj Hotels and
theOrientExpress.
The complete interior refur-

bishment entails regulatory and
engineering preparation,which
commencedearlierthisyear.This
lengthy but necessary process,
and the time required tomanu-
facture the seats, is expected to
lead to the first aircraft entering
service inmid-2024, Air India
added.
Earlierthisweek,AirIndiasaid

it will lease an additional six
Boeing777-300ERs aspart of its
expansionplans.Ithadearlieran-
nounced to take 30 aircraft on
lease. FE

Air India to spend
$400 mn on cabin
interior makeover

Foxconn
unit invests
$500 mn in
India affiliate

MALAVIKAPRASAD
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER8

THEDELHIHighCourt onMonday is-
sued notice to BharatPe’s formerMD
AshneerGrover andhis familymem-
bers in a suit filed by Resilient
InnovationsPrivateLimitedwhichruns
the application, seeking to restrain
Groverandothersfrommakingdefam-
atorystatementsagainstthecompany.
A single-judge bench of Justice

NavinChawlaissuednoticeonboththe
suitandanapplicationseeking“interim
injunction”whichwasacceptedbythe
counsel appearing forGrover andhis
wifeMadhuri JainGrover. The counsel
submitted on instructions that his
clientshadnotbeenservedwiththeap-
plicationorthelawsuitfiledbythecom-
pany.
The high court thereafter

grantedtwoweekstoGroverand
hiswife to file their replies to the
application and listed thematter
in January 2023. It also issued
summonstotheotherdefendants,

includingGrover’s brother-in-law, his
fatherandhisbrother.
Appearing for the fintech startup,

senioradvocateMukulRohatgireferred
tovarious“disparaginganddefamatory
tweets”madeagainst thecompanyby
Grover after exiting the companyear-
lier this year. Rohatgi said Grover
broughtinhisentirefamilyafterhebe-
camethemanagingdirectorofthecom-
pany.“Tofleecethecompany,they(de-
fendants)createfictitiousvendorsfrom
Panipatwhowere paid 50-60 crores
andnothingwaspurchased,” Rohatgi
said, adding that thesevendorsdonot

exist.ReferringtoGrover’stweetabout
a “10 crore” dining table, Rohatgi said
that itwas“obviouslyboughtfromour
(company’s)money”.
WhenGrover’scounselsubmittedthat

hisclientwasnotserved,thehighcourtsaid
advanceserviceshouldhavebeendone.
Rohatgi replied, “We
didn’t serve thembe-
cause the moment
somethinghappens,he
willagaingoonaram-
page.” Inaddition, the
companyhassoughtre-
covery of Rs.
88,67,01,953 from
Groverandothers for
“their illegal acts and
misconduct”.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

Delhi High Court issues notice to
Ashneer Grover on BharatPe suit

BRIEFLY

Suit filedbyResilient
InnovationsPrivateLimited

172.72GWcapacityfrom
non-fossil fuel-basedenergy
resourceshasbeeninstalledinthe
countryasonOctober31,2022,
whichincludes119.09GW
RenewableEnergy,46.85GW
LargeHydroand6.78GWNuclear
Powercapacity

THISHASashareof42.26%of
total installedgenerationcapacity
inthecountry i.e.408.71GWason
October,31,2022

Source:PTI

The cumulative installed capacity of solar energy has increased from 2,821 MW in
March 2014 to 61,624 MW in October 2022

Renewable energy: 166 GW
capacity till October
India has achieved165.94GWof RE capacity till Oct, Power
andNew&REMinister RK Singh stated in a Lok Sabha reply

76.13GW
capacity(ofrenewables)
isundervariousstagesof

implementation

36.44GW
capacity isunder
variousstagesof
bidding

Suretybondsinsuranceproduct
NewDelhi:Thegovernmentwill launch India’s first-
eversuretybondsinsuranceproductonDecember19
to boost liquidity in infrastructure sector, Road
Transport&HighwaysMinisterNitinGadkarisaid.PTI

AbansHoldingsIPO
Mumbai: Financial services firmAbansHoldings Ltd
proposestoopenitsIPOofupto1.28croreequityshares
Rs2eachinapricebandofRs256-270onDec12. ENS

Paytmconsidersbuyback
Bengaluru:PaytmsaidonThursdayitwasconsidering
to repurchase its ownshares,without specifyingde-
tails,atatimewhenthecompany'ssharesaretrading
75%lowerthanitsmarketdebutlastyear.REUTERS

EUtopcourtonGoogle
Luxembourg:Googlemust removedata fromonline
search results if users can prove it is inaccurate,
Europe’stopcourtsaidonThursday.Thecasebefore
theCourtofJusticeoftheEuropeanUnionconcerned
twoexecutives fromagroupof investment compa-
nieswhohadaskedGoogletoremovesearchresults
linkingtheirnamestocertainarticles.REUTERS

‘PhonePeseekstoraise$1bn’
Bengaluru:PhonePeisseekingtoraiseupto$1billion
fromGeneral Atlantic, Tiger GlobalManagement,
Qatar Investment Authority andMicrosoft Corp,
BloombergNewsreported,citingsources. REUTERS

Draft Digital India Bill by
Dec-end: Chandrasekhar

RajeevChandrasekhar,
Ministerof State for
ElectronicsandIT. File

PRESS SHORT NIT. NO. 17 (2022-23)/EE (SDW) VI
S.

No.
Name of Work Estimate

cost
E/Money Tender

Fee
Date of release of

tender in e
procurement solution

Last date/time of receipt
of tender through e-

procurement solution

1. Deployment of staff for operation and minor
maintenance of 40 MGD STP Keshopur. 38,06,500/- 76,200/- 500/-

2022_DJB_232700_1
Dt. 08.12.2022

19.12.2022
at 3.00 P.M

Further details in this regard can be seen at (https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in)
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 406 (2022-23)

Sd/-
(SUNIL DIXIT)

EE(SDW)VI

DELHI JAL BOARD
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SDW) - VI
WEST SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT (WSTP), KESHOPUR,

OUTER RING ROAD, NEW DELHI- 110018.
Email: eesdw06@gmail.com

Stop Corona : Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing and Maintain Hygiene

New Delhi
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GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, PWD (BUILDING)

ASSAM, CHANDMARI, GUWAHATI-3
No.CEB/CS/TB-VIII/34/2022/02

PRESS NOTICE
The Chief Engineer, P.W.D (Building), Assam on behalf of the Governor of Assam
invites bids from Govt. registered eligible Contractors having experience in similar
nature of works for the following works.
Details of bid may be seen at e-procurement portal www.assamtenders.gov.in The
bidders must be enrolled in www.assamtenders.gov.in
SI
No.

Name of Work Approx Value of
Work(Bid Value)

Completition
Period

Bid Security Cost of
Bid (in Rs)

1 Construction of 20 (Twenty) new BOPs along the
Inter- State Boundary for the F.Y. 2022-23
(Dukurdisha)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

2 Construction of 20 (Twenty) new BOPS along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y. 2022-23
(Rongapahar Tila Basti, Dhansiri)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

3 Construction of 20 (Twenty) new BOPS along the
Inter- State Boundary for the F.Y. 2022-23
(Jankhana (Near Dessoi Reserve Forest))

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

4 Construction of 20 (Twenty) new BOPs along the
Inter- State Boundary for the F.Y. 2022-23
(Boholting (Near No.2 Chutiakari))

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

5 Construction of 20 (Twenty) new BOPs along the
Inter- State Boundary for the F.Y. 2022-23
(Nivang)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

6 Construction of 20 (Twenty) new BOPs along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y. 2022-23
(Sonapur)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

7 Construction of 20 (Twenty) new BOPs along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y. 2022-23
(Ougurijan)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

8 Construction of 20 (Twenty) new BOPs along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y. 2022-23
(Abhoypur Reserve Forest)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

9 Construction of 20(Twenty) new BOPS along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y 2022-23
(Bubirbond)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

10 Construction of 20(Twenty) new BOPS along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y 2022-23
(Dholaikhal)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

11 Construction of 20 (Twenty) new BOPS along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y 2022-23
(Paglacherra)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

12 Construction of 20(Twenty) new BOPS along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y 2022-
23(Construction of Barracks, Kitchen cum Dining
Hall, Toilet Block, Officers Room, Boundary Wall
and Other Ancillary Works at Natacherra Camp)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

13 Construction of 20(Twenty) new BOPS along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y 2022-
23(Construction of Barracks, Kitchen cum Dining
Hall, Toilet Block, Officers Room, Boundary Wall
and Other Ancillary Works at Bandarkhal Camp)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

14 Construction of 20 (Twenty) new BOPS along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y 2022-
23(Construction of Barracks, Kitchen cum Dining
Hall, Toilet Block, Officers Room, Boundary Wall
and Other Ancillary Works at Karkat Basti Camp)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

15 Construction of 20 (Twenty) new BOPS along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y 2022-
23(Construction of Barracks, Kitchen cum Dining
Hall, Toilet Block, Officers Room, Boundary Wall
and Other Ancillary Works at Gombai Basti Camp)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

16 Construction of 20 (Twenty) new BOPS along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y 2022-
23(Construction of Barracks, Kitchen cum Dining
Hall, Toilet Block, Officers Room, Boundary Wall
and Other Ancillary Works at Kulicherra Camp)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

17 Construction of 20(Twenty) new BOPS along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y 2022-
23(Construction of Barracks, Kitchen cum Dining
Hall, Toilet Block, Officers Room, Boundary Wall
and Other Ancillary Works at Rengti Hills Camp)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

18 Construction of 20(Twenty) new BOPS along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y 2022-
23(Construction of Barracks, Kitchen cum Dining
Hall, Toilet Block, Officers Room, Boundary Wall
and Other Ancillary Works at French Nagar Camp)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

19 Construction of 20 (Twenty) new BOPS along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y 2022-
23(Construction of Barracks, Kitchen cum Dining
Hall, Toilet Block, Officers Room, Boundary Wall
and Other Ancillary Works at Lailapur Camp)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

20 Construction of 20(Twenty) new BOPS along the
Inter-State Boundary for the F.Y 2022-
23(Construction of Barracks, Kitchen cum Dining
Hall, Toilet Block, Officers Room, Boundary Wall
and Other Ancillary Works at Joydanpur Camp)

Rs.
2,90,41,361.00

12 (Twelve)
Months

2% of Bid value for
General category, and
1% of Bid value for
Reserved category

Rs.
5,800.00

N.B.:- 1. Value of work may vary according to the detail NIT.
2. The Press Notice will form a part of the Bidding Document.

Chief Engineer, P.W.D. (Bldg),Assam
Chandmari, Guwahati-3.Janasanyog/C/15623/22

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff, ¦fûSXJ´fbSX UÈØf,
»fûIY d³f¸ffÊ¯f dU·ff¦f, ¦fûSXJ´fbSX

´fÂffaI : 8474/135Àfe0- ¦fûSJ´fbS UÈØf / 2022 dQ³ffÔI 05.12.2022

BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc̈ f³ff
¸fWf¸fdW¸f Sfª¹f´ff»f, C0´fi0 I e AûS ÀfZ Cq´fiq »fûI d³f¸ffÊ¯f dU·ff¦f IZ "E" ßfZ¯fe IZ ´ffÂf ¸ff¦fÊ I f¹fÊ W Z°fb
´fÔþeIÈ °f d³fdUQfQf°ffAûÔ ÀfZ BÊ-MZ¯OdSÔ¦f IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ d³f¸ffÊ¯f J¯O-3, »fûqd³fqdUq ¦fûSJ´fbS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f ³fe¨fZ
QVff¹fÊZ ¦f¹fZ I f¹fûÊÔ W Z°fb d³fdUQf Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W` :-

d¶fO Of¢¹fc¸fZÔM UZ¶fÀffBM http://etender.up.nic.in ´fS dQ³ffÔI 15-12-2022 ÀfZ 27-12-2022 °fI
C´f»f¶²f W`, þû dI dQ³ffÔI 27-12-2022 I û Qû´fWS 12:00 ¶fþZ °fI A´f»fûO dI ¹fZ þf ÀfI °fZ W `Ü BÀfI e
°fI ³feI e d¶fO dQ³ffÔI 27-12-2022 I û Qû´fWS 03:00 ¶fþZ Jû»fe þf¹fZ¦feÜ d³fdUQf A´f»fûO I S³fZ I e Ad³°f¸f
d°fd±f 27-12-2022 I û 12.00 ¶fþZ °fI Vfbdð ´fÂf ¹fdQ I ûBÊ Wû °fû CÀfZ UZ¶fÀffBÊM ´fS A´f»fûO I S dQ¹ff
þf¹fZ¦ffÜ
d³fdUQf I e °fI ³feI e ¸fc»¹ffÔI ³f ´fiWSe ÀffµMUZ¹fS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ dI ¹ff þf³ff W`, dþÀfI e dUÀ°fÈ°f þf³fI fSe d¶fO
Of¢¹fc¸fZ³M IZ Àff±f ÀfÔ»f¦³f d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff ¸fZÔ C´f»f¶²f W`ÔÜ
d³fdUQf ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f Ad²fI þf³fI fSe UZ¶fÀffBM http://etender.up.nic.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f W`Ü

(ASXdU³Q IbY¸ffSX)
Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff
d³f¸ffÊ¯f, J¯O-3,

»fûqd³fqdUq, ¦fûSJ´fbS

(WXZ¸fSXfþ dÀfÔWX)
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff
¦fûSJ´fbS UÈØf,

»fûqd³fqdUq, ¦fûSJ´fbSUPID-182688 Date 07/12/2022
www.upgov.nic.in
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
COMMERCE & TRANSPORT

(TRANSPORT) DEPARTMENT
SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER

“CHARTER SERVICES BETWEEN
BHUBANESWAR & ROURKELA FOR TEAMS &

OFFICIALS OF FIH ODISHA HOCKEY MEN’S
WORLD CUP 2023”

Government of Odisha, Commerce & Transport
(Transport) Department desires to hire twin engine turbo
prop ATR-72 Aircraft(s) complying to all safety norms as
prescribed by the DGCA from time to time. The charter
service will be required for movement of teams & officials
of FIH Odisha Hockey Men's World Cup 2023 between
Bhubaneswar & Rourkela from 07.01.2023 till 29.01.2023.
Eligible and interested scheduled Airline operators may
download the Short Notice Inviting Tender (SNIT)
document which contains the details of the requirement
from the following website of Government of Odisha and
submit their offer,
https://tendersodisha.gov.in/nicgep/app &
https://ct.odisha.gov.in/tenders.
Proposals complete in all respect should reach the
undersigned latest by 05:00 PM on 15.12.2022. Bids
received after the above deadline shall be summarily
rejected. The authority reserves the right to reject any or
all the proposals without assigning any reason thereof.

Sd/-
Additional Secretary to Govt. &

Director of Aviation,
Commerce & Transport (Transport)
Department Government of Odisha

OIPR-38001/11/0016/2223

JJ-31

M.P. COUNCIL OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Vigyan Bhawan, Nehru Nagar, Bhopal-462003 (M.P.)
Tel. : 0755-2433162, Fax : 0755-2671600
E-mail : mkrathore@mpcost.nic.in
Web. : www.mpcost.gov.in
Tender No. 196/MPCST/ARIF/NIT/2022

E-TENDER NOTICE
M.P. Council of Science and Technology, Bhopal invites
E-Tender under two bid systems (Technical and Financial
Bids) from the reputed Manufacturers/Authorized Dealers/
Agents/Suppliers for Annual Rate Contract for supply of
Chemicals/Glassware/Plasticware/Filter/Laboratory Gases.
The bid submission end date is 28.12.2022. The tender
documents can be viewed/purchased/submitted only online
on website www.mptenders.gov.in
M.P. Madhyam/107614/2022 INCHARGE PURCHASE
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