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Suggestions to
limit family size
swamp expert
panel on UCC

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER3

FOCUSONgenderequality,rais-
ing the marriageable age of
women to 21, equal rights for
daughters in ancestral proper-
ties, legal rights for LGBTQ cou-
plesandregistrationof live-inre-
lationships. These are some of
the suggestions an expert com-
mittee, constituted by the BJP
government in Uttarakhand to
examine issues relating to the
implementationof theUniform
CivilCode(UCC),islikelytomake
in its report, The Sunday Express
has learnt.
However, the most crucial

will be the committee’s recom-
mendationonthesuggestionfor
uniformity in the number of
children that a couple can have

—asuggestionbeingviewedasa
backdoorentry forapopulation
controlpolicy.
Sevenmonthsintoconsulta-

tions, the five-member
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Umar Khalid,
Saifi discharged
in 2020 Delhi
riots case

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER3

ADELHICOURTonSaturdaydis-
charged former JNU student
UmarKhalidandUnitedAgainst
Hate member Khalid Saifi in a
case connected to the 2020
NortheastDelhi riots.
Additional Sessions Judge

Pulastya Pramachala pro-
nouncedtheorderintheriotcase
registeredatKhajuriKhaspolice
station. The twowill, however,
continue to remain in judicial
custodyastheyareyettogetbail
in an Unlawful Activities
(Prevention)Act (UAPA)case.
Thecourtalsoframedcharges

against former AAP councillor
TahirHussain,LiyakatAli,Riyasat
Ali, Shah Alam,Mohd Shadab,
MohdAbid,RashidSaifi,Gulfam,
ArshadQayyum, Irshad Ahmad
andMohdRihanunder sections
120B (punishment for criminal
conspiracy), 153A (punishment

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

AnenlargedreplicaoftheWorldCupballfloatsintheEnamakkallakeinKettungalvillage.Express

NARAYANANS
THRISSUR,DECEMBER3

KERALA’S LOVE for football, es-
pecially the footballWorld Cup,
is well documented. While
cutoutsof LionelMessi,Neymar
andCristianoRonaldo liningthe
streets, sometimes even rivers,
are no longer a novelty in this
part of theworld, a small village

inThrissurdistricthasstoodout
byerectinghoardingshonouring
theEmirofQatar,SheikhTamim
binHamadAl Thani, alongwith
thoseof star footballers.
Kettungal, around 20 km

from Thrissur town, on the
banks of the Enamakkal lake, is
known as the ‘Qatar village’.
Local residents say that at least
one person from nearly every
household in the villageworks

in Qatar —more than 350 peo-
ple from Kettungal live in the
Gulf nation.
TheWorldCupbeinghosted

byQatarhaspresentedthepeo-
pleof thevillagewithanoppor-
tunitytoshowtheirgratitudeto
thecountrythattheycreditwith
helping themprosper.
As soon as you cross the

Enamavu bridge and enter
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

As World Cup fever rises, Kerala’s
Qatar village cheers ‘land that feeds’

THECENTRE,inanaffi-
davit intheSupreme
Court,hasunderlinedthat
theConstitutionobligates
thestatetohaveaUCCfor
citizens. Itsaidcitizensbe-
longingtodifferentreli-
gionsanddenominations
followingdifferentprop-
ertyandmatrimonial laws
“isanaffronttothena-
tion’sunity”.

TheCentre’s
stand

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,DECEMBER3

FURIOUSWITHofficers of a po-
lice station in Patna for using a
bulldozerto“illegally”demolish
thehouseof apetitioner, Justice
Sandeep Kumar of the Patna
High Court reprimanded them,
saying “yahan bhi bulldozer

chalne laga…tamashabanadiya
ki kisi ka ghar bulldozer se tod

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Among Mumbai children
who died of measles,
many were unvaccinated
RUPSACHAKRABORTY
MUMBAI,DECEMBER3

OVER THE last twomonths, 16
children,includingafive-month-
old, lost their lives tomeasles in
Mumbaiandnearbyareas.While
themeaslesvaccine,givento in-
fants at nine months and 1.5
years andwhich protects them

against the infection, is covered
under the national routine im-
munisationprogramme,experts
and the BrihanmumbaiMuni-
cipal Corporation attribute the
outbreak, and the subsequent
deaths, to a combination of fac-
tors — from the pandemic that
hit regular vaccination drives to
vaccinehesitancy.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

ALAKASAHANI
MUMBAI,DECEMBER3

BAFTA (British Academyof Film
andTelevisionArts)winnerJinko
Gotoh,whowaspart of the five-
memberjuryfortheInternational
CompetitionattheInternational
Film Festival of India (IFFI),
Sunday said she and two of her
fellow jurors stand by the state-
mentmade by jury chairperson
Nadav Lapid at the closing cere-
mony that the The Kashmir Files
wasa“propaganda”movie.
AstatementpostedbyGotoh

onTwitter said, “At the festival’s
closing ceremony, Nadav Lapid,
the jury’s president, made a
statement on behalf of the jury
membersstating:‘Wewereallof
usdisturbedandshockedbythe

15th film, TheKashmir Files, that
felttouslikeavulgarpropaganda
movie,inappropriateforanartis-
tic competitive sectionof sucha
prestigious film festival.’ We
stand by his statement. And to
clarifywewerenottakingapolit-
ical stanceon the film’s content.
We were making an artistic

CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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The Indian Express tracked
down families of nineof the16
children who died of measles
in Mumbai and nearby areas,
Nalasopara and Bhiwandi. All
of them are inhabitants of
slums, with four from Rafi
Nagar, a slum inGovandi that’s
one of the poorest in the city.
Only one of the nine children
wasvaccinated, thevaccination
status of three is unclearwhile
six-month-old Sakina Usman
Ansaridiedbeforeshecouldbe
eligible for her first dose.

NOORAINKHAN, 3 years old
■Died onOctober 26 at his
home in Rafi Nagar slum,
Govandi
■Vaccination status:
Unknown. Father claims vac-
cinated, the BMCdenies
Father Abdul Rahim Khan

said, “Noorain’s feverstartedon
October 16 and he later got
rashes. He stopped eating and
couldn’t talk properly. Many
told us neem leaves are a cure
for this infection, so we made
himsleeponabedof leaves for
a week. On October 26, he
startedgaspingforbreath.Even
before I could take him to hos-
pital, he died,” says Khan, in-
sisting thatNoorainwas vacci-
nated. “But when our building
wasdemolished, I lost the vac-
cine certificate.”

HASNAINKHAN, 5 years old
■Died onOctober 27 at
RajawadiHospital
■Vaccination status:
Unknown. Father claims vac-
cinated, BMCdenies
FatherAbdulRahimKhan,a

resident of Rafi Nagar slum in
Govandi, said, “MysonHasnain
startedcomplainingof breath-
lessness. I rushed him to
Rajawadi Hospital, where he
was admitted in the ICU.
Withina fewseconds, hehada
seizureandhedied,” saidKhan.

FAZALALI, 5 years old
■Died onOctober 27 at
RajawadiHospital
■Vaccination status:
Unknown. Father claims vac-
cinated, BMCdenies
Father Mohammad Eid

Khan, also a resident of Rafi
Nagar slum in Govandi, said,
“Fazal had a cough and chest
congestion, so we took him to
hospital. He couldn’t breathe
onhisown,sohewas intubated
and kept on a ventilator. The
next morning, the doctor said
heneeds tobe intubatedagain,
but she struggledas shedid so.
During her fourth attempt,
Fazal died.”

ALFA IRFANKHAN, 1 year old
■Died onOctober 13 at
KasturbaHospital
■Vaccination status:
Unvaccinated
Father IrfanKhan,a resident

of Baiganwadi inGovandi, said,
“My daughter had fever for a
day. Then I took her to a local
hospital, which referred her to
Kasturba Hospital. But within
24 hours of admission, she
died.” On the child’s vaccina-
tion status, he said, “I wasn’t
even aware that there is a
vaccine for measles. No
vaccinatorcametous inthe last
one year.”

GHAZIABBAS, 13months
■Died onOctober 29 at
KasturbaHospital
■Vaccination status:
Unvaccinated
An aunt who spoke for the

family that lives in Govandi’s
Rafi Nagar slum said, “Ghazi
was a premature baby and had
healthissues,sowecouldn’tget
him vaccinated. A fewmonths
ago, he was hospitalised for a
brain issue. As soon as he got
discharged, he developed
rashes and was taken to
KasturbaHospital,wherehere-
covered.Butbeforehecouldbe
discharged, he developed a
seizureandwasdeclareddead.”

ADNANWASIAKHTARKHAN,
8months
■Died onNovember 24 at
KasturbaHospital
■Vaccination status:
Unvaccinated
Father Wasi Akhtar, a resi-

dent of Shivaji Nagar slum in
Govandi, said, “Adnanwas our
first child. Since November 18,
hehadn’t beeneatingwell and
kept crying. On November 20,
we took him to Sion Hospital,
fromwhere hewas referred to
Kasturba,wherehewasadmit-
ted in the ICU. He recovered
and was supposed to be dis-
charged the next day but he
suddenly died."

RAYESHGUPTA, 1 year
■Died onNovember 21 at
KasturbaHospital
■Vaccination status:
Unvaccinated
Father Rajendra Gupta, a

residentofNalasopara (Palghar
district), said, “OnNovember5,
Rayesh got discharged from a
private hospital after recover-
ing from pneumonia. Within
two days, he developed rashes
on his face which spread all
over. We tried fanning him
withneemleavesandfollowed
a satvik diet as advised by our
relatives but that didn’t help.
Then on November 13, he
stoppedrespondingandwede-
cided to take him to Kasturba
Hospital. Opting for home
remedieswas a bigmistake.”

SAKINA USMAN ANSARI, 6
months old
■Died onNovember 17 at
KasturbaHospital
■Vaccination status:Not eli-
gible for first dose
Mother Tabassum Ansari, a

resident of Bhiwandi, said,
“When Sakina developed
rashes, the localdoctorreferred
hertoKasturbaHospital,where
shewasputonoxygensupport.
Herconditionimprovedandthe
oxygen support was removed.
But suddenly, her condition
worsened.”

MOHAMMEDHASAN, 1 year
■Died onNovember 14 at
KasturbaHospital
■Vaccination status:
Vaccinated
FatherAbdul Samad, a resi-

dentofMumbadevi, said, “Both
my twin children were vacci-
nated when they were nine
monthsold.Weweresurprised
whenboth of themcontracted
measles. Although
Mohammed’s twin recovered,
his condition deteriorated.”

Kettungal, theQatarWorld Cup
frenzywelcomesyou.Foratleast
one kilometre, the compound
walls of houses on both sides of
the road are painted inmaroon
andwhite, thecoloursofQatar’s
nationalflag.Anenlargedreplica
oftheAlRihla,theballusedinthe
World Cup, floats in the lake.
“Love and thanks to Qatar, the
landthatfeedsus,”postersinthe
villagesay.
EnamakkalKettungalWelfare

Association, known as EKWA-
Qatar,acollectiveofexpats,came
upwith the idea of celebrating
theWorld Cupbeingheld in the
Gulf country, and the people of
thevillagewerehappy tooblige.
A committeewas formed, and
EKWA-Qatarfundedthecelebra-
tions,whichwereinauguratedby
KeralaRevenueMinisterKRajan
ontheopeningdayofthetourna-
ment. The festivities even in-
cludedacamelbeingparadedat
a rally attended bymore than
2,000peoplecladinmaroonand

whiteclothes.
All theWorld Cupmatches

arelivestreamedonagiantscreen
at the village, and a carnival at-
mosphereprevailsondayswhen
thematches involve teams like
Argentina,BrazilandPortugal.
Thevillage’sassociationwith

Qatar is believed to have begun
in1952,whenoneAbdul Azeez
became the first person from
Kettungal to go to Qatar. At the
time, the country was still a
British protectorate. There is no
clarityonhowAzeezgottoQatar
or what jobs he did there ini-
tially. However, many from the
villagesaythatAzeezeventually
managed to land a job with a
Britishbank.
“Our village was poor, and

only had thatched houses.
Poverty was real. People were
mostly employed in the field of
agricultureorfishing.ItwasQatar
that opened a new avenue for
peopleinthevillage.Afterthefirst
personwent, and later took his

relatives and friends there, sev-
eral people realised they could
liveabetterlifeiftheygotoQatar
and find a job,” says Jalaluddin
Haji,whoworkedforabrieftime
as a tailor in Qatar in the late
1980s, after the country hadbe-
comeindependent.
During those heady days of

the Gulf boom, Jalaluddin says,
most youngsters in the village
triedtolearnatradefirst,withed-
ucation becoming a secondary
concern.
“Iwent to a tailoring shop to

learn stitching. Similarly, some
otherslearnedtypewriting.Afew
joinedworkshops to learnme-
chanical works, some learned
driving, and others cooking.
Everyone’s aim, though,was the
same— reach Qatar somehow.
And by the age of 22-25, if you
knew some trade, there was
someone to offer you a job in
Qatar. There has always been
unity among the people here.
Theywanteveryonetogrow.”

statement, and it saddens us
greatlytoseethefestivalplatform
beingusedforpoliticsandsubse-
quentpersonalattacksonNadav.
Thatwas never the intention of
thejury.”
Besides Gotoh, who is an

Oscar-nominated Amerial pro-
ducer, the statement posted on
hertwitterhandle,wassignedby
twoother jurors of the53rd IFFI.
Theywere documentary film-
maker, film critic and journalist
from France, Javier Angulo
Barturen, and French filmeditor
Pascale Chavance. Lapid, Gotoh,
Barturen, Chavance and filmdi-
rector Sudipto Sen, who has
workedpredominantly inIndian
cinema,comprisedthejury.

When askedwhy he spoke
about a movie that wasn’t se-
lectedforanaward,LapidtoldThe
IndianExpress, “Yes,basically, the
jury does not do that. They are
supposedtowatchmovies,savour
them,talkabouttheirmeritsand
selectwinners.Butthenbasically
movies like The Kashmir Files
shouldn’tbepartof thecompeti-
tionsectionatfilmfestivals.Ihave
beenpartof thejuryindozensof
festivals, including the interna-
tionalonesheldinBerlin,Cannes,
Locarno andVenice. Never ever
have Iwatched amovie like The
Kashmir Files at these festivals.
Whenyoushowamovielikethis
to the jury,you force themtobe-
havedifferently.”

When The Indian Express
askedSen, theonly Indianonthe
InternationalCompetitionjury,to
comment on the statement
postedbyGotoh, he said: “I shall
notchangemystatement,what-
ever I said to you and on other
platforms.Mycommentswillre-
mainthesame... It istruethatthe
said filmwas rejectedonartistic
grounds. But I objected (to) his
(Lapid) statement—whichwas
not ‘artistic’. ‘Vulgar’ or
‘Propaganda’ is not any ‘artistic’
statement.”AfterLapiddescribed
TheKashmirFilesasa“vulgarprop-
agandamovie”, Senhad told the
newspaper earlier that Lapid’s
statementwasinhis“personalca-
pacity”.“Nadavwenttospeakon

thestageoftheIFFI’sclosingcere-
monyasthejurychairmanofthe
International Competition.
However,thestatementshemade
therewere done in his personal
capacity.Whateverwehadtosay
aspartoftheJuryBoardaboutthe
films in competition,we said in
theofficial presentationmade to
the festivaldirectorandotherof-
ficials onNovember27and later
atapressconference,”hesaid.
Released on March 11 this

year,TheKashmirFiles,directedby
Vivek Agnihotri, ran to packed
halls across the country butwas
pannedbycritics.Thefilm,which
wasdeclaredtax-free,isbasedon
theexodusofKashmiriPanditsin
theValleyinthe1990s.

Suggestions to limit family size swamp UCC panel
committee, led by former
Supreme Court judge, Justice
Ranjana PrakashDesai, has re-
ceivedan“overwhelmingsugges-
tion” fromawide rangeof stake-
holders that there should be
uniformityinthenumberofchil-
drenforacouple,asourcesaid.
“The committee has been

floodedwithsuggestionsaspeo-
pleareconcernedaboutthepop-
ulationexplosion. Theyaskwhat
willhappentohumanrightsand
howwillweensureequality and
rightstochildrenfromweakersec-
tionsofthesociety?Thecommit-
teewilltakeallthesuggestionsse-
riously before finalising the
report,”thesourcesaid.
Thecommittee,whichhasal-

ready consultedmore than 2.5
lakhpeoplesinceitwasformedin
Maythisyear, isexpectedtosub-
mit its report in threemonths. It
wasformedimmediatelyafterthe
PushkarSinghDhami-ledBJPgov-
ernment returned topowerear-
lierthisyeartofulfiltheparty’spoll
promiseofintroducingUCCinthe
state.
Suggestions foruniformity in

thenumberof childrena couple
canhaveechotheRSSreiteration
for a comprehensivepopulation
policy.InhisannualVijayadashami
speechattheRSSheadquartersin
Nagpur in October, RSS chief

MohanBhagwatflaggedtheneed
fora “comprehensivepopulation
control policy” thatwouldapply
toall “equally”, andsaid itwas in
thenationalinteresttokeepaneye
on“populationimbalance”.
This assumes significance as

the implementationof UCC— it
has longbeena commitment of
theBJPandRSSthoughtherehave
beenobjectionsfromvarioussec-
tionsof society includingminori-
tiesandtribalcommunities—has
alsobecomeanelectionplank in
severalstates.
Apart from Gujarat and

HimachalPradesh,wherecount-
ingofvotesfortheAssemblyseats
willtakeplaceDecember8,theBJP
government inMadhyaPradesh
alsohasannounceditsdecisionto
formacommittee to lookat im-
plementation of theUCC in the
state.
Last month, Union Home

MinisterAmitShahsaidUCChas
beenapromiseoftheBJPsinceits
Bharatiya Jan Sangh days. “Not
only the BJP, the Constituent
AssemblyalsoadvisedParliament
andstates thatUCCshouldcome
in the country at an opportune
time.Foranysecularcountry,laws
shouldnotbeonthebasisof reli-
gion.Ifanationandstatesaresec-
ular,howcanlawsbebasedonre-
ligion? For every believer, there

should be one law passed by
Parliament or the state assem-
blies,”hesaid.
The21stLawCommission,the

termofwhich ranout inAugust
2018,hadsaid that aUCC“isnei-
thernecessarynordesirableatthis
stage”inthecountry.
InOctoberthisyear,theCentre

told the SupremeCourt that the
matterwillnowbeplacedbefore
the22ndLawCommission.
Respondingtopetitionsseek-

inguniformity in lawsgoverning
mattersofdivorce,succession,in-
heritance,adoptionandguardian-
ship,theCentre,inanaffidavit,un-
derlined that the Constitution
obligates the state to have a
UniformCivil Code for citizens. It
saidcitizensbelongingtodifferent
religionsanddenominations fol-
lowing different property and
matrimoniallaws“isanaffrontto
thenation’sunity”.
The Uttarakhand expert

panel’s recommendationsonthe
implementationofUCC,a source
said,wouldnot “be on religious
lines”but“toensuregenderequal-
ityandtherightsofwomen”.
Thecommitteehas theman-

datetolookalsointolawsregulat-
ingpersonal civilmatters suchas
marriage,divorce,propertyrights,
succession,inheritance,adoption,
maintenance, custody and

guardianship for the state resi-
dents.
“Thecommittee,however,has

nointentiontosuggestchangesin
theexistingpractices,customs,tra-
ditionsormarriageritualsetc.Itis
focussingonensuringequalrights
forwomenwhoconstitute50per
centofthepopulation.Duringcon-
sultations,manywomen com-
plained about not having equal
rightsinancestralproperties,mar-
riage contracts, etc. At ameeting
withMuslimclerics inHaldwani,
theyalsosuggestedthebadprac-
tices thathurtwomenshouldbe
done awaywith. There is over-
whelming support for it,” the
sourcesaid.
There is near unanimity on

raising themarriageable age of
girlsto21sothattheycanatleast
completegraduation, the source
said.
“Manysuggestionshavecome

on compulsory registration of
marriages to prevent cheating.
Another suggestion is to ensure
registrationoflive-inrelationships
sothatcheatingandfraudcanbe
avoided. It is also toensure rights
forthechildrenbornoutoflive-in
relations.WiththeSupremeCourt
decriminalisinghomosexuality,
there is a clamour for legal back-
ing for protecting the rights of
LGBTQcouples,”thesourcesaid.

● Mumbai measles

● Qatar WC: Kerala village cheers ‘land that feeds us’● Umar Khalid

● 3 other IFFI jurors say they stand by Lapid’s ‘Kashmir Files’ views

denge (so bulldozer is being run
here too… this has been turned
intoa spectacle thatyouwill de-
molish anyone’s house with a
bulldozer).”
Justice Kumar pulled up the

AgamkuanpoliceofPatnaforbe-
ing“handinglovewithsomeland
mafiaandtheyhave illegallyde-
molished the house of the peti-
tionerwithoutfollowingthedue
processof law”.Thepetitioner is
one SahyogaDeviwhose house
wasdemolishedonOctober15.
The High Court has sought

personal appearance of the SP,
East, Circle Officer and the
Agamkuan police station in-
chargeonDecember8.
In a video clipwhich did the

rounds of socialmedia Saturday
— the order was dictated on
November24—JusticeKumar is
heardsaying:“Yahanbhibulldozer
chalne laga, aisa kaun powerful
aadmi hai jo bulldozer lekar tod
diye uska (So bulldozer is being
runheretoo.Whoarethesepow-
erful people forwhomyou de-
molishedsomeone’shouseusing

abulldozer?).Whomdoyourep-
resent? The state or private per-
sons?Tamashabanadiyakikisika
gharbulldozerse toddenge.” (you
(administration) havemade a
spectacle by trying to demolish
someone'shouse)".
“Has the police station also

beengivenpowertosortoutmat-
ters of landdispute? If someone
hasanissue,hewillgotothepo-
lice station, pay a bribe and get
someone’s house demolished.
Why don’t you close the court,
civilcourt?”hesaid.

Whenthepetitioner’slawyer
saidhisclientwasalsopressured
tovacate the landanda false FIR
wasalsofiled,JusticeKumarsaid,
“Bahutachche…Iamheretopro-
tectyou,nottroubleyou.”
“We will get you Rs 5 lakh

compensation from the pock-
etsof each (official responsible
for the demolition)... police aur
CO milkar ghar tudva raha hai
ghoos lekar (police and CO are
taking bribes to demolish
homes),” he said.
The court’s order stated: “It

has been further submitted by
the learned counsel for thepeti-
tioner that a false case has been
registered by the police against
the petitioner and familymem-
berstopressurisethemtovacate
the land at the instance of the
landmafiawho are private re-
spondents in this case. The fur-
ther proceedings of FIR of
AgamkuanPoliceStation…shall
remainstayedandthepoliceare
restrainedfromarrestingthepe-
titionersandhisfamilymembers
whoareaccusedinthecase.”
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for knowingly carrying arms in
anyprocession),436(mischiefby
fire or explosive substancewith
intenttodestroyhouse,etc), sev-
eral sectionsof rioting, andother
sectionsof the IPC.Adetailedor-
derinthecaseisawaited.
Reacting to thedischarge or-

der, Umar’s fatherSQRIlyassaid,
“It isverygoodnews.Afterapro-
longedtimeoftwoyearssincehe
hasbeen in jail,wegot this good
news. This is the result of hard
workand perseveranceofourle-
gal team.Hehad got bail in this
earlieralso.Heisincustodyforthe
UAPA case and allegations are
similar in both cases. We are
hopefulhewillbereleasedinthe
UAPAcaseaswell.”
Saifi’swife,Nargis,said,“They

filed a false case andafter a long
timewegotvictory. It isaslapon
thepolice that the casewasdis-
charged. This is a god’s gift after
such a long time. I can’t express
myhappiness.”
Thecasewasregisteredonthe

basis of a statementbya consta-
blewhowasondutywhenamob
gathered in theChandBagharea
onFebruary24, 2020.When the
constabletriedtosavehimselfby
seeking shelter at a local parking
lot, themob allegedly broke the
shutter of the parking lot, as-
saulted thepeople insideandset
vehiclesonfire.
Theprosecutionhadclaimed

that abuildingownedby former
AAPcouncillorTahirHussainwas
usedbytheriotersforstonepelt-
ing.Umar andSaifiwere alleged
tobepartofthecriminalconspir-
acy,theprosecutionhadargued.
Both Umar and Saifi were

grantedbail inthiscasein2021.

● Patna HC slams police for bulldozer action: Tamasha bana diya hai, may as well shut courts

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,DECEMBER3

PAKISTAN’S NEWLY appointed
Armychief GeneralAsimMunir
onSaturdaysaid ifhiscountry is
attacked, the Pakistani armed
forceswill“notonlydefendevery
inchofourmotherland,buttake
thefightbacktotheenemy.”
Munirmade these remarks

during his first-ever visit to
troops in the frontline areas in
Rakhchikri Sector of the Line of
Control(LoC)inPoKonSaturday.
“We have noticed highly ir-

responsible statements from
Indian leadership on Gilgit
Baltistan and Jammu and
Kashmir recently. Letmemake
it categorically clear, Pakistan’s
Armedforcesareeverready,not
only todefendevery inchof our
motherland,buttotakethefight
backtotheenemy, if ever,war is
imposedonus,”hesaid.
Duringhisvisit to the front-

line areas, Chief of Army Staff
GenMunir was briefed on the
latest situation along LoC and
operational preparedness of

the formation. Talking about
some recent statements by
Indian officials about Jammu
and Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan, Munir General said:
“Any misconception resulting
into a misadventure will al-
ways be met with the full
might of our armed forces
backed by a resilient nation,”
On November 24, General

Munir replaced General Qamar
Javed Bajwa, who retired after
serving two consecutive three-
year terms as the the country's
Armychief. PTI

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
HYDERABAD,DECEMBER3

TRSMLCKKavitha, onSaturday,
asked the central agency topro-
vide details, including copies of
thecomplaint,toacquaintherself
andanswerappropriately“within
areasonableperiodoftime”.This
comes a day after receiving a
questioning notice from the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) in connectionwith the al-
legedDelhiexcisepolicyscam.
“Ihavegonethroughthecon-

tentsofthenotice.Iwouldrequest
youtokindlyprovidemecopiesof
the Complaint vide OM
No.14035/06/2022-Delhi-I dated
22/07/22 received from Sri
PraveenKumarRoy,MHA.ofIndia,
and RC 53 (A)/2022 of
CBI/ACB/Delhi referred to inyour
notice,"Kavithawroteintheletter.

In a response to the probe
agency’srequesttointimateher
place of residence as per con-
vinienceforthe‘examination’on
thatday, Kavitha, inaletter,said
thedateofhermeetingwiththe
agency can be fixed at
Hyderabad after the receipt of
thesaiddocuments.
Afterhernamecroppedupin

a remand report filed by the
Enforcement Directorate in a
Delhi court on the alleged kick-
backs in the scam, Kavitha had
said she was ready to face any
probe. TheCBIonNovember25
filed its first charge sheet in the
caseagainst sevenaccused.

TRSMLC
KKavitha

Delhi excise scam: TRS
leader Kavitha seeks
details of complaint

IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,DECEMBER3

APRIMARYschool teacher from
Madhya Pradesh’s Barwani dis-
trict was suspended a day after
he attended the Bharat Jodo
Yatra led by Congress leader
RahulGandhionNovember25.
The tribal development de-

partment officials said, the 48-
yearold teacher,RajeshKannoje,
wassuspendedforviolatingserv-
icerules.Kannojehadtakenleave
citing important work and
ttendedapoliticalevent,theysaid.
Speaking tomedia, Kannoje

said, “I first sawmy suspension
noticeonsocialmediaandthen
wasinformedbytheauthorities.
I learntthattheactionwastaken
basedonacomplaint.”
Criticising the Shivraj Singh

Chouhangovernment,KKMishra,
chairpersonofmediadepartment
oftheMPCongress,said,“TheBJP
governmenthasallowedemploy-
ees to take park in RSS shakhas,
but suspendRajeshKannoje for
giftingtir-kamantoRahulGandhi
ata ‘non-politicalmarch’."

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER3

THEWORLDviews India as the
voiceof nations laggingbehind
in the changing global order,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
said on Saturday.
Delivering the Rajendra

PrasadMemorial Lecture onAll
India Radio, Birla said India has
achieved this honour by reach-
ing out to over150 nations dur-
ingtheCovid-19pandemicwith
vaccinesandotherassistance.
“Whatcanbeabiggerexam-

ple of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
(thewholeworld is one family)
than this? India not only cared
for its own people, but also
reachedoutto(other)nationsin
their timesof need,”hesaid.
“TheworldcallsitIndia’svac-

cinediplomacy. But, for us, it is
the principle of 'Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam' thatdoesnotdif-
ferentiate between us and
them,” Birla said, adding that
the country’s G20 Presidency
wasatestimonytothe its rising
global stature.

Munirmadetheremarks
duringhis firstvisit to
RakhchikriSectorof the
LoConSaturday. File

In PoK, Pak army
chief says ready
for war if attacked

World views
India as voice
of nations left
behind: Om Birla

In MP, teacher
suspended
for attending
Rahul’s yatra

New Delhi



PUBLIC NOTICE
Kind Attention: All the industrial units of Delhi

All industrial units are required to comply with
the provisions of the Air (Prevention and Control
of pollution) Act, 1981 and the Water (Prevention
and Control of pollution) Act, 1974 and submit
the application for Consent to Establish and/or
operate on "Online Consent Management &
Monitoring System (OCMMS)” online portal of DPCC
(https://dpccocmms.nic.in/).

Operating the industrial unit without CTE/CTO of
DPCC would attract penal action including effective
closure of unit, disconnection of electricity and water
supply to the unit, as per the provisions of the above
said Acts without any further reference.

Please visit the website of Delhi pollution Control
Committee (http://dpcc.delhigovt.nic.in) for more
details.

Member Secretary, DPCC

DELHI POLLUTION
CONTROL COMMITTEE

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, (GOVT. OF NCT OF
DELHI)4TH FLOOR, ISBT BUILDING, KASHMERE

GATE, DELHI-06 visit us at : http://dpcc.delhigovt.nic.in

To reduce accidents, safety audit of NH-48 on the cards
PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,DECEMBER3

THE NATIONAL Highways
Authorityof India(NHAI)hasde-
cidedtoappointasafetyconsult-
ant to discussmeasures to im-

proveroadsafetyandreducefa-
talities on Delhi-Gurgaon ex-
pressway. Officials said a pro-
posal forasafetyauditofNH-48
isalsounderconsideration.
“We’vebeen consultingwith

road safety committee officials
and traffic policeonmeasures to

improve road safety onNH-48...
aspartoftheprocess,asafetycon-
sultantwillbeappointedwhowill
adviseonmeasurestocurbfatal-
ities, decongestion... A plan for a
safety audit of the stretchon the
highwayisunderconsideration,”
saidanNHAIofficial.

Thedistrict administration’s
roadsafetycommitteeandtraf-
fic police had earlier identified
37blackspotswheremaximum
fatalitiesandaccidentshadbeen
reportedinGurgaon.Thelisthad
also identified at least 18 black
spotsonNH-48.

Multi-cr heist:
Gurgaon court
allows ED to
quiz accused
lodged in Tihar

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,DECEMBER3

ADISTRICTcourtinGurgaonhas
permitted the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) to interrogate
an accused, lodged in judicial
custody in Tihar jail, in amulti-
croreburglarycase.
The case pertains to a theft

fromaflat-cum-officeinSector84
inAugust2021.Thecomplainant
had initially reportedRs 50 lakh
wasstolen.Policeproberevealed
that over Rs 30 crore had been
stolenandRs5.75crore,including
cash,USdollarsandgold,hasbeen
recoveredbyHaryanaSpecialTask
Force (STF),which is probing the
case.TheSTFprobehadfoundal-
leged involvement of gangster
VikasLagarpuria,hisaides,aDelhi
Policeassistantsub-inspectorand
two Gurgaon-based doctors,
amongothers.AnIPSofficerisalso
accusedofallegedlytakingabribe
tocoverupthecase.
TheEDhadmovedanappli-

cation before the court seeking
permission to record the state-
ment of Gurpreet Singh, an ac-
cused in thecase, in theprobe.
In an order Tuesday,

Additional Sessions Judge Tarun
Singal said thecasealso falls un-
der thepurviewofPreventionof
MoneyLaunderingAct,which is
to be investigated by the
DirectorateofEnforcement,Zonal
Office, Gurgaon, and a case had
beenregisteredbythedirectorate
in December 2021 for offences
committedunderPMLA.“Theap-
plicantispermittedtointerrogate
the above-named accused/sus-
pectinTiharJail,jailno.3Delhiit-
self on anyworking day during
workinghours,” thecourtsaid.
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THE Indian Navy celebrates Navy Day on December
4 every year to commemorate the successful
naval action at Karachi during the 1971War.The

brave naval operations during the 1971 campaign were
pivotal in the course of the war and proved how decisive
a multi-dimensional naval power could be in modern
naval battles.Navy Day is also a good time to reflect on
how the Navy is transforming itself into a future-ready
force while keeping the nation secure. Over the past
year, as part of our celebrations of 75 years of Indian
Independence, the Navy showcased theTricolour across
the globe as task forces deployed worldwide engaged in
a wide range of missions.These task forces also partici-
pated in vital missions, such as the anti-piracy opera-
tion in the Gulf of Guinea (West of Africa), multi-na-
tional exercises in the West Pacific as well as
coordinated patrols and training exercises across the
Indian Ocean Region.

As India becomes the fifth-largest economy in the
world,the Navy reflects the growing reach and stature of
the country.Over the next decade,as the nation forges
towards becoming a $10 trillion economy, it is important
to consider how closely aligned our Navy's operational
philosophy and modernisation plans are with the larger
national outlook.To its credit, the Navy has done a fair
job of balancing responses to myriad challenges to secu-
rity even though the fleet size has grown slower than an-
ticipated.Each man and woman in the Navy has consis-
tently delivered well beyond expectations to establish
India as the preferred security partner in the extended
maritime neighbourhood. Achieving this status in the
face of a global pandemic,compounded by heightened
tensions in the region as well as multiple natural disas-
ters,underscores the sheer determination and resolve of
Team Navy.The sense of duty reflected by all hands of the
Navy is a reflection of the standards which every Indian
can embrace to unlock the immense potential of our
country.

As the pioneering service in seeking comprehensive
self-reliance across its inventory, the Navy’s mission to
establish itself as a builder’s navy is at an advanced
stage. With a remarkable range of indigenously con-
structed platforms including submarines, destroyers,

frigates and strategic platforms being inducted into ser-
vice in the recent past, the Indian Navy has realised a
credible degree ofAtmanirbharta. The commissioning of
INSVikrant,an aircraft carrier that was entirely designed
and constructed indigenously,was the culmination of a
decades-long focused and unyielding journey. It reflects
our commitment to and trust in national shipbuilding
and local industrial capability.The induction ofVikrant
was a historical moment in India’s rich maritime history
and marked the beginning of a new chapter of trans-
formation.

In the coming months, INSVikrant, in
tandem with India’s other aircraft car-
rier, INSVikramaditya,will deploy across
the blue expanse of the Indian Ocean,
along with their task forces,which com-
prises several highly potent ships and in-
tegral aircraft.These task forces will be
able to undertake a wide range of mis-
sions,over extended durations, to deter
any military threat to India’s national interests and estab-
lish a high level of maritime security in the region. It will
be the lynchpin of India’s efforts towards catalysing a pe-
riod of inclusive growth,prosperity and harmony across
the Indian Ocean region.As highlighted during the com-
missioning of the carrier,theVikrant project has led to the
creation of a sizeable industrial ecosystem, including
several small and medium enterprises, which hold the
potential for exponential growth in the national mar-

itime industry.
The Navy is also cognisant of the fact that existing

capacities may not be adequate to meet the needs of to-
morrow’s India.A $10 trillion economy is very likely to
have a more comprehensive national security canvas,as
well as necessitate perpetual deterrence to ill-inten-
tioned competitors.Accordingly, the plans for naval ca-
pability development outline a balanced all-dimen-
sional force, with a mix of manned, unmanned and
autonomous capabilities. At the core of these plans,

however, is the recognised need to have
a persistent and effective capability to
deliver credible effects, across the na-
tion’s maritime areas of interest.

At present, national shipyards stand
at the threshold of immense opportunity.
The recently-honed skills in the construc-
tion of aircraft carriers and submarines, if
harnessed in a timely and cost-effective
manner, can deliver capability develop-

ment in sync with the nation’s economic growth.More-
over, the concurrent growth in the nation’s other de-
fence manufacturing sectors, such as aviation and
drones, has also been factored into these plans, with
future platforms being designed to incorporate these
technologies/assets.The best example of this would be
the ongoing TEDBF project (Twin Engine Deck Based
Fighter), which is currently under development. This
fighter aircraft will operate from naval carriers. Its com-

pletion will be the crowning glory of India’s aviation
R&D efforts. This fifth-generation aircraft will feature
capabilities at par with its global contemporaries and, if
fielded in adequate numbers would significantly en-
hance naval maritime capabilities.This,however,would
only be possible if the Navy’s fleet expansion, which
has already been aligned with expected budgetary allo-
cations,gets the support of all stakeholders.

Navies across the world take a long time to build or
grow.It is, therefore,highly logical that follow-on projects
for key platforms such as carriers and submarines be
green-flagged early as flag-bearer projects of the Tri-
Shakti of modern India,which are aspiration (the contin-
ued growth of the Indian shipbuilding ecosystem), re-
awakening (of national focus to harnessing the vast
potential of the maritime sector) and delivering to the
world’s expectations (as a strong pillar for peace and
security in the region).

The Indian Navy is recognised as among the most
professional,competent and effective maritime forces in
the world. It has established a high level of mutual trust,
interoperability and operational coordination with
navies from a number of friendly foreign countries. In
all its missions,across the world,the Navy showcases the
finest attributes of the nation - unity in diversity,unwa-
vering commitment to global security and mutual re-
spect for all.As India’s stature among the comity of na-
tions continues to rise, the Navy’s current and future
plans seem to be fully harmonised with the nation’s
growth. As these plans are realised along envisaged
timelines, the Indian Navy will be at the vanguard of
ensuring the realisation of the national goal of India
transforming into a fully developed nation over the next
two decades.

The contents of this article are the personal views
of the author and do not represent the official position of the

Indian Navy or the Government of India.
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“NAVYWeek is an appropriate time
to reflect on the Indian Navy’s dis-
tinguished operation of Sea King
maritime helicopters, while looking
ahead to 24 new generation MH-
60R SEAHAWK helicopters entering
into service,” said Hamid Salim, vice
president, Sikorsky Maritime & Mis-
sion Systems. “With the MH-60R,
the Indian Navy is acquiring a
proven multi-mission aircraft with
unmatched capabilities. Over 40
years of continued H-60 SEAHAWK
collaboration and partnership be-
tween Sikorsky, Lockheed Martin
and the U.S. Navy establishes the
foundation on which MH-60R pro-
vides transformational capability to
meet 21st century security chal-
lenges.We offer our congratulations
to the Indian Navy on your legacy of
achievements and extend our sup-
port as you deploy this future-ready
helicopter system.”

HAMID SALIM
Vice President, Sikorsky Maritime
& Mission Systems

MQ-9B SkyGuardian: Multi-role 
Security and Surveillance Solution

SITUATIONAL domain aware-
ness is at the forefront of global
security concerns today.

Border violations, ambiguous na-
tional territorial limits,and contested
areas ofland and sea require active
surveillance solutions with the capa-
bility to protect national interests, if
the situation arises.General Atomics
Aeronautical Systems, Inc. (GA-ASI)
has developed the revolutionary MQ-
9B to address today's most pressing
security concerns.

Since mid-2018, multiple valida-
tion flights have demonstrated the
high performance of MQ-9B Sky-
Guardian for a multitude of critical In-
telligence, Surveillance, and Recon-
naissance (ISR) missions, including
surface and subsurface surveillance,
disaster response, search and rescue,
and maritime law enforcement.

UNMANNED ADVANTAGE
SkyGuardian is flown by a crew com-
posed of a remote pilot and a sensor
operator connected via geostationary
satellite link from a cockpit on the
ground called a Ground Control Sta-
tion (GCS). Having the crew on the
ground allows the aircraft to carry
more fuel and advanced sensors.This
combination enables much longer en-
durance above the area of interest
than manned aircraft.

By providing true all-weather capa-
bility in a platform built to achieve
Type Certification based on STANAG
(NATO standard) airworthiness com-
pliance, along with MQ-9B's opera-
tionally proven collision-avoidance
radar, SkyGuardian enables flexible
operations in civil airspace. This
means airspace authorities can certify

the MQ-9B SkyGuardian to fly in seg-
regated and non-segregated airspace,
just like manned aircraft, which pro-
vides greater basing and operating
flexibility.

MULTI-SENSOR
MQ-9B SkyGuardian uses high-tech
sensors to enhance situational aware-
ness in the operational domain.These
sensors include long-range Electro-
Optical/Infrared (EO/IR) cameras,
wide-area, all-weather, multi-mode
radars, and a host of other communi-
cation and electronic warfare sensors.

INTEGRATED INTELLIGENCE
Operating as a low-cost, complemen-
tary capability to Maritime PatrolAir-
craft (MPA) - almost five times
cheaper to operate than manned sur-
veillance aircraft- the MQ-9B Sky-
Guardian's GCS can share real-time
feeds. It can also share collected in-
telligence with other agencies and
command centers on the ground us-
ing the System for Tactical Archival,
Retrieval, and Exploitation (STARE),
unlike manned ISR aircraft, which
require a return to base for data
analysis. In a time of limited MPA
resources, the ability to visualize,
task, and correlate in a timely man-

ner is critical to maintaining effective
control of territorial borders and mar-
itime areas.

FLEXIBLE, RELIABLE &
COST-EFFECTIVE
GA-ASI technology developments will
continue to bring even more utility to
high-altitude, long- endurance (HALE)
RPAS.The emergence of this new gen-
eration aircraft will satisfy the re-
quirements of persistence, precision,
and time-sensitive targeting across
the full spectrum of national defence,
internal security commitments and
homeland cross-domain missions.

With over 90 percent mission avail-
ability and using 200 pounds of fuel
per hour (instead of 5,000 pounds of
fuel per hour used by some patrol air-
craft), MQ-9B SkyGuardian and its
maritime variant - MQ-9B Sea-
Guardian, is a cost-effective and com-
plementary asset.The MQ-9B's indus-
try-leading endurance offers
"occupation of the airspace" over a
target and its environment, with time-
on-station that extends well beyond
a single day.

For Indian Armed Forces, the MQ-
9B SkyGuardian/SeaGuardian en-
ables a system of Multi-Domain Joint
Operations in direct support of Land
and Maritime Surveillance,Anti-Sub-
marine Warfare, Anti- Surface War-
fare, Strike, Electronic Warfare (EW)
roles and Expeditionary roles.

GA-ASI has developed the revolutionary MQ-9B
SkyGuardian to address most pressing security concerns

CaptArunav Purkayastha
Indian Navy

Indian Navy
celebrates

Navy Day on
December 4
every year

Due to its high
performance, the
SkyGuardian can
be deployed for a
multitude of critical
ISR missions

The Navy’s transformation to be future-ready

Pratesh Gandhi,
Director, India Strategic
Development General
Atomics andAffiliated
Companies
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NICHOLAS J. SPYKMAN, anAmer-
ican political scientist and professor
of international relations atYale Uni-
versity, stated that Eurasia's rimland,
the coastal areas, is the key to con-
trolling theWorld Island. It was true in
the 16th-18th century,which allowed
European countries to colonise and
dominate the world.The importance
of a navy's dominance of the world's
oceans is still indispensable to any
nation as well as is a guarantor of
global trade and security.

India is emerging as a key benefi-
ciary for the world's "China-plus-
one" strategy of adding production
capacity and our government's am-
bitious embarkment on a journey of
becoming a $5 trillion economy.
Therefore, it is imperative that our
shoreline is protected by a powerful
Navy. Our vast coastline is defended
by the world's finest naval force
which ranks seventh in the world.

Indian Navy has proven its fire-
power in various operations like Cac-
tus (to support Maldives Govern-
ment) or provide Tsunami relief. The
most notable in recent times has
been Operations SAGAR (Sea in
Hindi), 'Security and Growth forAll in
the Region', an acronym used by the
Government for India's vision and
geopolitical framework of maritime
cooperation in the Indian Ocean Re-
gion. Mission Sagar saw India's
benevolence to assist countries in the
Indian Ocean littoral states during
the Covid pandemic. Under Mission

Sagar, the Indian Navy has deployed
ships to 15 friendly foreign countries.
These deployments spanned over
215 days at sea, and have delivered
a cumulative assistance of more than
3,000 MT of food aid, over 300 MT of
liquid medical oxygen, 900 oxygen
concentrators etc.

Indian Navy has envisioned the de-
velopment of weapons systems and
platforms with a year-on-year annual
budget of Rs 72,997 crore, including a
capital outlay of Rs 47,590 crore that
goes in new system/product acquisi-
tion. It's a remarkable and steady
foray into indigenisation that began
over five decades ago with the design
and construction of warships in the
country. India's private shipbuilding
industry is vibrant and is the manifes-
tation of the government's vision of
self-reliance in the design, testing
and manufacturing of technologically
advanced equipment. Of India's 28
shipyards, six are public sector under-
takings (PSUs), two are owned by
state governments, and the remain-
ing twenty are with the private sec-
tor. Today, dozens of its state-of-
the-art ships and submarines are
under construction in Indian ship-
yards, a clear reflection of the Indian
Navy's support to the indigenous
warship-building endeavour. At a
whopping cost of Rs 20,000 crore,
India is only the sixth country to
master the technical know-how
and capability to create complex
and large warships like Vikrant, an

aircraft carrier, built at Cochin Ship-
yard Limited (CSL). In terms of anti-
submarine warfare measures, the IN
has plans to acquire Garden Reach
and Shipbuilders Ltd. (GRSE) indige-
nously builtASW vessels aimed to re-
place RussianAbhay-class corvettes.
The Nilgiri-class advanced stealth
frigate of Project 17A which includes
seven ships is being built at the
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd.
(MDSL) and GRSE. Project 75, one of
the Largest 'Make in India' Projects,
intends to build six diesel-electric at-
tack submarines of the 'Kalvari' class
that is based on the 'Scorpene' class. It
will facilitate faster and more signifi-
cant absorption of technology and
develop a tiered industrial ecosystem
for submarine construction in India.

Indian Navy plays a very complex
role in maintaining harmonious sea
control with a non-aggressive atti-
tude with a powerful inventory send-
ing out a powerful message of not

daring to provoke conflict.

ga-asi.com
©2022 GENERAL ATOMICS AERONAUTICAL SYSTEMS, INC. Enabling Information Dominance

HAPPY INDIAN
NAVY DAY

General Atomics Aeronautical Systems salutes
the Indian Navy on its 51st anniversary.

*ADVERTORIAL An initiative by

* ( READ. ENGAGE. DELIVER.) IS THE MARKETING SOLUTIONS TEAM OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS GROUP

INDIAN NAVY with its professionalism
and outstanding courage, has been
playing a stellar role in safeguarding

maritime security and protecting the
nation's interests in the sea. The
Indian Navy is fully geared up
with state-of-the-art weapon
systems to ensure the sover-
eignty of the nation by defeat-
ing any security challenges
which may emerge in the fore-
seeable future. Indian Navy, to add
more firepower to its operational capa-
bilities, has equipped all its frontline war-
ships with the supersonic cruise missile —
BRAHMOS. As the world's fastest cruise
missile system with unmatched speed, pre-
cision and devastating power, BRAHMOS
is capable of engaging targets at super-
sonic speed.

Since 2005, the Indian Navy started
arming its frontline surface warfare ships
with BRAHMOS as a "prime strike
weapon". Today, the missile system has
been inducted in a majority of existing
naval platforms and will be deployed in
other future surface ships. The advanced
weapon system, with its versa-
tility, potentiality and striking
capability, can carry out littoral
as well as surface warfare mis-
sions in both land-attack and
anti-ship configurations. The
'Pride of India' BRAHMOS Su-
personic Cruise Missile with its
impeccable strike capability and
deadly firepower, has reinforced
itself as the world's most formi-
dable weapon system.

The missile is capable of hit-
ting sea-based targets beyond
radar horizons. It can be
launched in either an inclined or
vertical configuration based on
the type of the ship. The missile
has also showcased its under-
water launch capabilities follow-
ing its test firing in vertical con-
figuration from a submerged
platform in the Bay of Bengal off
the coast of Visakhapatnam.The
missile is now ready to arm the
new generation of submarines.

BRAHMOS's advanced
weapon system has grown from
strength to strength over the
years and added new capabili-
ties to meet divergent war sce-
narios.The missile has been suc-
cessfully inducted into the
Indian Army, Navy and Air Force.
The Indian Army is the only

armed force in the world to have land-at-
tack supersonic cruise missile capability,
with several regiments raised. The missile

has also proved its 'salvo' launch ca-
pability to knock down single or

different targets located in differ-
ent directions. BRAHMOS-A air-
launched cruise missile armed
with the Su-30MKI aircraft has
also been inducted by the Indian

Air Force.The successful induction
of BRAHMOS in all three services

has made India the first and only country
in the world to complete the "supersonic
cruise missile triad".

The deployment of the BRAHMOS cruise
missile system in the services has given the
Indian Armed Forces the much-needed ca-
pability to undertake deep surgical strikes
in both land and sea, thus protecting its in-
ternational borders and annihilating en-
emy assets and installations.

BRAHMOS has also achieved historic
milestones in the flagship "Make In India"
programme by successfully indigenising
major sub-systems taking the Indian contri-
bution to 70 per cent.All launcher systems

for the weapon are being manufactured
domestically. 100% of ground support
equipment for the weapon complex is also
being made in India.

Providing further impetus to Atmanirb-
har Bharat Abhiyaan in defence produc-
tion, the Ministry of Defence (MoD) has re-
cently signed a contract with BrahMos
Aerospace for the acquisition of additional
dual-role capable Surface-to-Surface
BRAHMOS missiles.The induction of these
dual-role capable missiles is going to signif-
icantly enhance the operational capability
of Indian Navy fleet assets.

Work is also progressing to develop
more advanced variants of the versatile
BRAHMOS so as to make it even more
lethal and flexible to equip a wide range
of future naval platforms. The emergence
of BRAHMOS has provided India and its
Navy with a sharp tactical edge to deter
and defeat the enemy and will act as an ul-
timate force multiplier in future maritime
conflicts.

Both the Defence Research & Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO) of India and
JSC MIC NPO Mashinostroyeniya (NPOM)

of Russia has made impressive
strides in joint design, develop-
ment and production of the
high-technology BRAHMOS.
BrahMos Aerospace also prides
itself in possessing a full-fledged
design centre, an Industrial Con-
sortium for producing different
sub-systems, a world-class inte-
gration, and check-out facilities
with stringent quality control.

BrahMos Missile Industrial
Complex comprises more than
200 Indian industries and multi-
ple Russian industries, R&D labs
and academic institutions of
both countries.

The success story of BRAH-
MOS has transformed from
'Make In India' to 'Make for the
World' when in 2022 BrahMos
Aerospace signed a landmark
export contract with the Philip-
pines for the delivery of BRAH-
MOS Shore-Based Anti-Ship Mis-
sile system to the Armed Forces
of the Philippines.

The BRAHMOS missile has
therefore completely redefined
the new-age military technology
and has fortified India's defence
and security posture.

BrahMos Aerospace felicitates
the Indian Navy on this special
occasion of Navy Day.

BRAHMOS missile: Indian Navy’s mighty
formidable asset to its firepower

Indian Navy maintains harmonious
sea control sans aggression

The naval force, which ranks 7th in the world, defends our vast coastline

BRAHMOS,
the supersonic
cruise missile,
is capable of
hitting sea-
based targets
beyond radar
horizons

Sanjay Shah
Director, Defence
Advisory,Nangia
Andersen

Suraj Nangia
Partner,
NangiaAndersen

THE defining event of 2022 for the Indian
Navy was the commissioning of INSVikrant,
the country's first indigenously built aircraft

carrier, by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sep-
tember 2, 2022. As the country's new naval en-
sign,signifying a break from a colonial legacy and
recognising India's rich maritime heritage, was
hoisted for the first time that morning, it was more
than just a symbolic gesture. It signified the emer-
gence of a young and confident India,proud of its
rich and ancient civilisational identity and ready to
take its place as a leading global power of the 21st
century seeking its rightful position on the global
high table.This aspiration will primarily be reflected
in the maritime domain as historically, maritime
power has been the key to global power and contin-
ues to be so in the 21st century.INSVikrant's com-
missioning has therefore not only showcased In-
dia's technological and industrial skills but has also
significantly changed the Indian Navy's blue water
capability and its ability to project power in de-
fence of the country's maritime interests and as a
force for good across the world.

Aircraft carriers and nuclear submarines are
the two most complex naval platforms to build.
With the commissioning of INSVikrant, preceded
a few years ago by INSArihant, the country's first
indigenously built nuclear-powered ballistic mis-
sile submarine, India is the sixth nation in the
world with this capability, the others being
the five permanent members of the United
Nations Security Council. The Indian Navy
has been at the forefront of indigenisation in
the defence sector; its efforts to indigenise
warship construction predate the Prime Minis-

ter's 2014 vision of ‘Make in India’ and the more
recent call for 'aatmnirbharta' or self-reliance in
the defence sector,by many decades.From humble
beginnings with the commissioning of INS Ajay
in 1960 to the present, where 37 of the 39 ships
currently on order are being built in Indian ship-
yards. The 40-odd ships that have been accorded
the approval of the DefenceAcquisition Commit-
tee,will also be constructed indigenously.This is an
impressive success story and vindicates the Prime
Minister's confidence in the country's ability to
rise to the occasion.

India's destiny is firmly anchored in the mar-
itime domain. With the Indo-Pacific and more
specifically, the Indian Ocean likely to become the
epicentre of the great power rivalry brewing in
the region, it is imperative that India retains its
pre-eminence as the major maritime power in the
region and is able to shape the outcomes in the re-
gion, and not allow itself to be shaped by them.
The Indian Navy's focus on indigenisation and
self-reliance has gone a long way in reducing the
country's import dependence and consequent
strategic vulnerability, in addressing the wide
spectrum of maritime security challenges.As the
country celebrates Navy Day on December 4, the
Indian Navy has much to be proud of and much to
look forward to.

Make in India helps
defence sector grow

INS Vikrant's commissioning has demonstrated India's
technological and industrial skills and changed the Indian

Navy's blue water capability and strength worldwide

Indian Navy’s
new ensign

IN a bid to do away with the colonial past,
the Saint George’s Cross has been removed
from the Indian Navy’s new flag. Instead, it
now features the national emblem with the
Tricolour on the upper canton (top left cor-
ner of the flag).The national emblem is en-
compassed by an octagonal shield and sits
atop an anchor. Beneath it is the Navy’s
motto ‘Sam NoVarunah’.

The golden border surrounding the na-
tional emblem draws inspiration from the
seal of Indian emperor Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj and depicts steadfastness.The oc-
tagonal shape of the national emblem has
been designed to represent eight directions,
symbolising the multi-directional reach and
multi-dimensional operational capability of
the Indian Navy.

The new ensign is a successor to the pre-
Independence ensign of the Indian Navy,
featuring the Saint George’s Cross on a
white background with theTricolour in the
canton.

The previous ensign carried the Saint
George’s Cross and was a successor to the
pre-Independence ensign which had the red
Cross on a white background with the
Union Jack of the United Kingdom in the top
left corner.

CommodoreAnil Jai Singh (Retd.)
Vice President, Indian Maritime
Foundation & HonoraryAdjunct Fellow of
the National Maritime Foundation
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RECHRISTENED as the Indian Navy
after India became a Republic on
26 January 1950, the formidable

maritime branch of the Indian Armed
Forces and one of the top 10 strongest
navies of the world, with a rich and ex-
emplary history, observes Navy Day on
December 4 every year.The day is dedi-
cated to recognising and celebrating
the valiance of our nation's combat-
ready and highly motivated naval per-
sonnel and their achievements. It is a
day that brings into focus and cele-
brates the significant role of the Indian
Navy for unswervingly defending the
7,516-km-long coastline of the country
while safeguarding the nation's mar-
itime interests and effectively dealing
with the multifaceted challenges that
are an innate part of the complex mar-
itime environment of the century.

With the President of India as the
Supreme Commander of the Indian
Navy and Admiral R. Hari Kumar serv-
ing as the current Chief of the Naval
Staff comprising over 67,252 active
personnel and 75,000 reserve person-
nel, the broad spectrum of the coun-
try's navy's operations encompasses a
seamless amalgamation of its military,
diplomatic, constabulary and benign
roles.As a blue-water navy, that is capa-
ble of operating globally, the Indian
Navy carries out significant operations

in the Persian Gulf Region, the Strait of
Malacca and the Horn of Africa and
routinely partners with other navies of
the region, alongside carrying out de-
ployments in the South and East China
seas and the western Mediterranean
Sea. The Indian Navy, which has the
strength of 150 ships and submarines

as well as 300 aircraft, and is in an ex-
pansionary phase, is at the forefront of
promoting bilateral relations between
countries through its conspicuous joint
exercises, humanitarian missions and
goodwill visits.

With operational and training bases
in West Bengal, Odisha, Andhra

Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Kar-
nataka, Maharashtra, Goa, Gujarat,
Lakshadweep and the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, the Indian Navy has a
specialised training command that
oversees training at all levels in the
naval force of the world's seventh-
largest country by area and the second-
most populous country. The Marine
Commando Force (MCF) or MARCOS,
as a Special Operations Forces unit of
the Indian Navy, has proved to be an
asset time after time, in various opera-
tions and wars, including the harrow-
ing 2008 Mumbai attacks.

The mighty sub-surface fleet of the
Indian Navy includes nuclear-powered
attack submarines, ballistic missile sub-
marines and conventionally powered
attack submarines.To bring its enemies
to their knees, the Navy has at its dis-
posal powerful submarine-launched
ballistic missiles, cruise and anti-ship
missiles, ship-launched ballistic mis-
siles, air-to-air missiles, surface-to-air
missiles, air-to-air guns, main guns, tor-
pedoes and anti-submarine rocket
launchers along with BrahMos — the
most advanced missile system adapted
by the Indian Navy.

As the first aircraft carrier to be de-
signed and built entirely in India, INS
Vikrant, commissioned on September 2,
2022 in a grand ceremony at Cochin
Shipyard by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, marks an epoch in Indian Naval
history. Reportedly, up to 26 MiG-29K
fighter jets, four Kamov Ka-31 heli-
copters or four MH-60R multi-role heli-
copters or two HAL Dhruv NUH utility
helicopters will be able to fly from INS
Vikrant. With its motto that translates
to “I defeat those who fight against

me”, it reminds of its predecessor INS
Vikrant — commissioned as the first
aircraft carrier of the Indian Navy that
played a pivotal role in the Indo-Pak-
istan War of 1971, before being formally
decommissioned on January 31, 1997.

The commissioning of INS Vikrant on
September 2 also marked the occasion
of the unveiling of the new naval en-
sign for the Indian Navy by PM Modi,
featuring the octagonal-shaped, navy
blue shield, inspired by the royal seal
of the Maratha Navy of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj. While bearing testi-
mony to the rich heritage of Indian
maritime, the new ensign contains the
motto of the Indian Navy, a Sanskrit
hymn from the Rig Veda, Sham No
Varunah, which means May the Lord of
Water be auspicious unto us.

The Indian Navy assumes an undeni-
ably important role,given the geopolitical
implications that naturally arise for India
as a maritime nation that is bound by the
vast stretches of the Indian Ocean, the
Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal on its
three sides.The shift from the initial idea
of celebrating Navy Day for solely boost-
ing awareness about the Indian Navy
amongst people, to commemorating Op-
erationTrident (the attack on the Karachi
Harbour during the Indo-PakistanWar on
December 4, 1971) exhibits the coales-
cence of importance, pride and confi-
dence in our navy's role as the impenetra-
ble armour of the nation.

Operation Trident, which marked the
first use of anti-ship missiles during
combat in the Indian subcontinent, was
a noteworthy offensive operation of the
Indian Navy, which targeted the port
city of Karachi during the Indo-Pakistan
War of 1971 that lasted from December

3 to 16 of that year. Under S.N. Kohli, the
Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief of
the Western Naval Command of the In-
dian Navy, the Western Fleet of our navy
successfully launched a surprise attack
on the Port of Karachi on the night of 4
December 1971, inflicting heavy dam-
age to the ill-prepared Pakistan Navy.
Code-named "Trident", the attack by
the Indian Navy relied on the Soviet-
built Osa missile boats, which sank four
Pakistani vessels, including the Pakistan
Navy's destroyer - PNS Khaibar, its
minesweeper - PNS Muhafiz and its
submarine - PNS Ghazi.

With PNS Shah Jahan being irreparably
damaged and ten smaller vessels being
captured along with three merchant
navy ships and a total of 1413 service-
men, Pakistani naval sources reported
the death of around 1900 personnel and
loss of huge volumes of reserve fuel and a
significant number of commercial ships.
This, along with the unprecedented,
colossal damage inflicted on the naval
base and the docks of Karachi, acted as a
deterrent to the Pakistan Navy's further
involvement in the war and bolstered the
position of India militarily while paving its
way for victory in the war.

A feather in the Indian Navy's cap,
this milestone in India's impressive
maritime history, provided an added
reason to celebrate and see India's
Navy Day in a new light. It was decided
shortly at the Senior Naval Officer's
Conference in May 1972 that thence-
forth Navy Day celebration would be
observed on 4 December each year to
commemorate the actions and the ac-
complishments of the Indian Navy dur-
ing the Indo-Pakistan War of 1971 and
the week starting from 1 December
would be observed as the Navy Week.

In addition to paying tribute to the
martyrs of the Indo-Pakistan War, a
spectrum of events take place during
Navy Week every year, with the cele-
brations culminating in the finale, on
Navy Day.This year too, the Navy Week
celebrations will be marked with a slew
of activities in accordance with this
year's theme, "Indian Navy - Combat
Ready, Credible, Cohesive and Future
Proof." Naval ships' and aircraft' oper-
ational demonstration, musical con-
cert, outreach programmes for Veer
Naris and ex-servicemen, philanthropic
activities and ship visits will form the
core of this year's celebrations.

As the country continues to celebrate
Indian Navy Day, the rich maritime his-
tory, the victories and achievements of
the Indian Navy along with the bolstering
of the navy's prowess, the words ofAdmi-
ral GeorgeAnderson of the US Navy ring
true - "The Navy has both a tradition and
a future and we look with pride and con-
fidence in both directions.”

*ADVERTORIAL An initiative by

* ( READ. ENGAGE. DELIVER.) IS THE MARKETING SOLUTIONS TEAM OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS GROUP

Trusted bank of the Navy

ON this momentous day, celebrat-
ing "Swarnim Vijay Varsh", it is
our sincere pleasure to express

appreciation for the truly commendable
contribution of Indian Naval forces to our
country.

Having worked with them as a
banking partner, has been one of the
highlights of Bank of Baroda's Defence
Banking initiatives. Our MoU with Indian
Navy for Defence Salary Package and
co-branded "Varunah" credit cards
encompasses specially curated features
to suit the requirements of Indian Navy
personnel.

With best in class comprehensive
Personal Accidental Insurance Cover
(both on-duty and off-duty), value added
services like unlimited ATM transactions
and seamless digital platform for our
Indian Navy personnel, we are confident
that Bank of Baroda will stand resiliently
with Indian Navy in its pursuit to offer
world class financial services.

One of the key highlights of our
package includes inclusion of veterans of
Defence forces with wide-ranging add-

on covers matching their lifestyle needs.
Again, our gratitude and best of luck to

all Indian Navy personnel in this
historic year marking 75 years of India's In-
dependence - "Azadi KaAmrit Mahotsav".

ABOUT BANK OF BARODA
Founded on 20th July, 1908 by Maharaja
Sayajirao Gaekwad III, Bank of Baroda is
one of the leading commercial banks in In-
dia. At 63.97% stake, it is majorly owned

by the Government of India. The Bank
serves its global customer base of over 150
million through over 46,000 touchpoints
spread across 17 countries in five conti-
nents. Through Its state-of-the-art digital
banking platforms, it provides all banking
products and services in a seamless and
hassle-free manner.The recently launched
bobWorld mobile app provides customers
with a saving, investing, borrowing, and
shopping experience, all under one single
app.The app also serves non-customers by
enabling account opening through video
KYC.The Bank's vision matches its diverse
clientele base and instills a sense of trust
and security. It is moving well in that di-
rection and bob World is a testimony of its
roadmap towards Digital Transformation.

Bank of Baroda salutes all naval personnel on Navy Day

Steadfast guardians of India’s maritime security
For India, as a maritime nation, security on land is dependent very much on maintaining
supremacy over the seas and the Indian Navy has earned the reputation of being a force

to be reckoned with through its tireless service over 75 years of Independence

■ Visit us at www.bankofbaroda.in
■Facebook https://www.facebook.com/bankofbaroda/
■Twitter https://twitter.com/bankofbaroda
■Instagram https://www.instagram.com/officialbankofbaroda/
■YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdf14FHPLt7omkE9CmyrVHA
■LinkedIn https://www.linkedin.com/company/bankofbaroda/

It is a day that
celebrates the
significant role
of the Navy for
unswervingly
defending the
7,516-km-long
coastline of the
country and
guarding its
maritime
interests
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JK Lakshmi Cement is intrinsic to
India's infra-development goals.
Could you elaborate on this aspect?
As you know, we are one of the oldest
cement brands in India. The history of
JK Lakshmi Cement goes back almost 40
years, when we started our operations in
India in 1982. We started with 0.5 Million
MT, and now, with our expansions going
on,we are close to 17 Million MT and if you
see the progress of JK Lakshmi Cement, I
think we have been at the forefront in
building our nation.We have been a part of
several of our nation's infrastructure pro-
jects, including metros, national highways,
big iconic non-commercial buildings, and
housing. As a cement supplier, JK Lakshmi
Cement has contributed to every element
of national building events, including the
home building segment, the commercial
building segment, the industrial segment,
and the infrastructure segment. So, we
have been part and parcel of Indian building
stories for long.

Cement is among heavy industries
and is located for the most part in the
hinterland because of the need for
space.How many cement plants does
JK Lakshmi Cement possess and how
are you building the new facilities
which are energy-efficient and emit
fewer pollutants?
We have been at the forefront in reducing
our carbon footprint and operating in an
energy-efficient manner.First of all, if you go
through CII Benchmarks,we are among the
top 5 companies for executing different
energy-efficientparameters inouroperations.

Secondly, I think we have taken lots of
actions to reduce our carbon footprint. For
example, we are increasing our blended
cement proportion. Blended cement is all
about energy efficiency and environmental
friendliness, while also being smoother and
stronger than OPC.

We produce PPC cement, Slag cement,
and Composite cement. So, selling different
types of blended cement that have low
carbon emissions helps us reduce our car-
bon footprint.

Third, we are always trying to cut down

on how much fossil fuels we use,since fossil
fuels are also a major source of carbon emis-
sions. For that, what we do is waste heat
recovery (WHR). So, we recover the heat
from our integrators,which would generally
go to waste otherwise and generate electric-
ity from it.And in this way, we are reducing
our fossil energy consumption.We also use
AVA, alternate fuel, or alternate raw mate-
rials to reduce our reliance on fossil fuels.For
instance, we are using waste plastic, RDF,
and hazardous liquids, which otherwise
would be a pollutant to our environment.

Fourth, all equipment is best in class in
terms of technology.We are using technology
to optimize our operations through AI and
ML. And we were the first Indian company
in the industry to deployAI and ML.And that
is a unique thing that we are doing to in-
crease the energy efficiency of our opera-
tions.Similarly, solar power has huge poten-
tial in India.And again,we have aggressively
installed solar power plants in our different
units.We are also using wind power.

So,by combining all these, includingWHR,
alternate fuel, solar power,wind power,and
AI/ML,we have been able to reduce our car-
bon footprint to a great extent.And just to
tell you, I think our carbon emissions are the
best in the industry. Our carbon emission is
around 560 kg per tonne of cement produc-
tion,which is excellent.

First of all, our focus has been on reduc-
ing the carbon footprint. Secondly, we are
very concerned about handing over the
planet to the next generation. I think this is
going in the right direction, and that is how
we are going to mitigate our carbon foot-
print.We have also taken the pledge that by
2047, though this is a very stretched target,
we will be carbon neutral.

So,you mentionedAI/ML.Everything
is kind of automated now. When did
the processes become automated?
Was this your vision? Why was
automationessential inyour industry?
I have told you that as an organization, our
focus has been on technologies and ways to
reduce carbon footprints, even before
COP26 and COP27. And we have been
among the top brands that started with
WHR. WHR was not quite prevalent before

COP26 and COP27. Although right now
everyone is doing WHR as it has become a
need, we are the ones who started it. In a
nutshell, this is what our culture has been.
As we have always emphasized the impor-
tance of being environmentally responsible
and acting accordingly.

We started automating our processes
about 3 months ago,and we are doing this in
collaboration with the National Council for
Cement and Building Materials (NCCBM).
And we have started working on this
process. So, we are making sure that our
operations use energy as efficiently as possi-
ble, which will reduce our carbon footprint
in the long run.As a culture, this is what we
have been already practicing, and keeping
pace with that, we have also started tech-
nology upgrades.

Have you deployed automated
systems in all your cement manufac-
turing plants?
No, we have just started with automated
systems in one of our plants in Jaykaypuram,
Rajasthan.Our ultimate goal,however, is to
install automated systems in all of our
plants.

What changes have you noticed in
your Jaykaypuram plant with an auto-
mated system and other plants
across the nation?
The difference,of course, is in the yield value
per tonne.One of the indicators that tell you
whether what you've deployed is working is
the yield value. And yes, the yield value is
improving.

We have always heard your com-
pany's name first before discussing
sustainable development and
empowering local communities.
Therefore,what efforts do you make
toward sustainable development
and empowering local communities
to participate in the mainstream
economic growth of the nation?
Thank you so much. I think we are proud of
what we are doing. JK Lakshmi
Cement is a responsible corporation that
believes in inclusive growth. Our founders
have a vision of giving back to society. We
are carrying on this value of our founders.
And wherever we are working, we ensure
that communities around us are growing
inclusively.

If you look around our provinces, we are
really running a lot of initiatives on educa-
tion, skill development, health and sanita-
tion, and child and women's health.We are
empowering and vetting societies to support
themselves.So,we are taking care of a lot of
initiatives around our provinces.And I would
like to invite all your readers to visit one of
our plants and see what we are really doing.

How many people do you have in
your organization across all horizon-
tals and verticals?
The number of our own people is probably
around 2000.

How many plants do you have across
the nation?
We have seven plants of our own. And we
have also outsourced five plants.So,the total
number of plants would be 12.

Which is the plant that gives you
maximum production?
Our plants in Rajasthan give us the maxi-
mum output. The plant in Jaykaypuram,
Rajasthan, has the highest capacity. In fact,
the Jaykaypuram plant, the integrated plant
in Udaipur, and the integrated unit in
Chhattisgarh are three of our biggest plants.
We have grinding stations in Ahmedabad
and Surat in Gujarat, one in Haryana, and
one in Cuttack, Orissa. So, that makes 7
plants owned by ourselves.

In addition,we have outsourced plants in
Amethi, Secundrabad in Uttar Pradesh,
Rajpura in Punjab, Kathua & Samba in
Jammu & Kashmir. So, we have 12 plants

from where we supply cement to our cus-
tomers.

Has there been a time when the
demands were increasing and you
couldn't meet them?
The cement industry is cyclical in nature.
So, we typically have good demand in the
months from January to June.And the sea-
son is not so good for the cement industry
from July to September.

We have always been able to meet our
demands. However, in the months of July,
August, and September, the production
capacity is usually not fully utilized.

So, what are your future plans? Do
you have any plans to expand your
production units to other states, as
well? Or are you planning to be
fully invested in the 12 plants you

have now?
In terms of development, I believe that India
has a lot to offer. If you look at the consump-
tion per capita in India, it is less than 300 kg
per year.And if you compare this with China,
that is 2000 kg per annum. That is a huge
difference!

And to my mind,we are really not techno-
fascinated. With a lot of things happening,
like the infra push, I think we are ultimately
going to follow the trajectory of China.
Although we are less than 300 Kg per capita
in consumption and it seems a long journey
to reach the level of China but we will hope-
fully attain it.But perhaps the journey to
more than 1000 or 1500 is really quite excit-
ing for the cement industry. And I firmly
believe in that.Moreover,the kind of develop-
ment that is happening now in India
supports my findings.

So, in line with what is happening in and

around us and in line with the growth of
the cement industry, we are quite excited
about the cement industry.And for this rea-
son, we have plans to grow ourselves.As I
told you, after our ongoing project, we will
be close to 17 Million MT capacity and our
target is to reach 30 Million MT by 2030.
We will almost be doubling our capacity by
2030. And yeah, we have already started
working towards achieving our goal.

And you think the nation would
provide you room to achieve your
goal to double production by 2030?
Yes, I think the demand is going to be very
good, seeing the nation's upcoming infra-
structure development projects and the
investments made in the infrastructure sector.
So,we have started with our goal of 30 Mil-
lion MT by 2030,and I think we probably will
accomplish this even before 2030.

Did the pollution problems and
construction ban in Delhi, NCR push
you a little back?
Yes, I think it had an impact on us. There's
no denying it. As you know, Delhi -NCR is
one of our major markets.And it had an ef-
fect on us to some extent. And because it
coincided with our low-demand season,
the impact was magnified. Moreover, the
impact was not limited to July, August, and
September. It was there in October and
November as well.

So, what do you basically do to
tackle such issues?
I think we should support all these kinds
of restrictions because that is very impor-
tant. As I told you, we are a responsible
corporation.And we know that the motto
of all these restrictions is to improve the
livelihood of people. Usually, we try to mit-
igate the loss in this zone from other zones.
But unfortunately, the situation was not
good this time in other zones either, as
there were festivals like Dussehra and Di-
wali around the corner in October. So that
also impacted us a little bit.

JK Lakshmi Cement has empowered
the industry and made India as a
hub of cement production. How has
the journey been so far?
As I told you, we started our journey in the
cement industry with 0.5 Million MT of
production in Jaykaypuram, Rajasthan.
And now we are close to reaching 17 Mil-
lion MT of production. And through the
journey of JK Lakshmi Cement, we have
been a part of the puzzle of our nation's
developmental journey. Through home-
building projects, we have fulfilled the
dreams of millions of individuals.Also, we
have been able to contribute to the infra-
structural development of the country.

We could also give back to the communi-
ties in which we operate.And also, through
different initiatives we have taken, I think
we could impact the lives of millions of
people associated with us directly or indi-
rectly. So, our journey so far has been quite
exciting.

In addition, the kind of response we get
from our customers and stakeholders has
propelled us and given us the conviction
that there is a lot more to be done.And that is

what is giving us the confidence to achieve
30 Million MT of production by 2030.

Do you ensure that working condi-
tions are safe for your people?
Health and safety are two of our top prior-
ities.And it is clear in our culture that peo-
ple come first, and business comes second.
So, we are the best in terms of safety man-
agement, and we have implemented best-
in-class SOPs and processes in our plants.
And because of that, we've gotten a lot of
rewards for making sure our plants have
the best safety management.

To tell more about safety management,
we are aware that safety is not just about
implementing processes and SOPs; it is
actually about acting proactively to avoid
incidents. For that, we are encouraging our
people to report near-miss incidents. If you
don't address near misses today, that will
lead to an accident in the near future.

Before performing any higher-risk jobs,
experts conduct a thorough risk assessment
to identify risks,mitigate risks,and commu-
nicate risks to the entire stakeholder group.
So, we have a comprehensive system in
place for safety management.

The last quarter's profit has been
down by 25%. How has it affected
your operations and what are your
plans for coming out of it?
We are in our low-demand cycle now.On top
of that, the construction ban,monsoon,and
festivals also impacted our demand in the
last quarter. Along with fuel prices going
through the roof,production costs have also
been affected. So, the combination of these
factors, along with the low demand, also
hurt the profitability of all cement compa-
nies. However, if you look at other compa-
nies in the industry,we have done relatively
better.And yeah,we have beaten the expec-
tations. In short, our performance has been
better compared to that of our peers. But
nonetheless, the profitability of our company
has also decreased due to cyclic changes and
all the other factors mentioned earlier.

Now going forward, we can't do much
about fuel prices.And our geopolitical situa-
tion is not that great.For example,the Russia-

Ukraine war and supply chain disruptions
will affect the availability and cost of raw
materials, particularly fuel, with respect to
the cement industry.Fuel has a major role in
the overall cost of cement production.

As we can't do much about these factors,
going forward we plan to work on efficiency.
The second goal of the plan is to focus on
some of our premium products. And of
course, the third plan on the list optimizes
our geomix.

So, our focus is inward rather than
outward, as factors outside are beyond our
control.

You also have pledged that you are
going to spend 140 million to ensure
that you are increasing your capacity.
So, where is your investment going
to be?
One expansion project is going on in
Udaipur. We are increasing our clinker ca-
pacity by 1.5 Million MT and cement by 2.5
Million MT. After expansion, the clinkering
capacity will be 3 Million MT, and the
cement capacity will be 4.7 Million MT.This is
one major aspect we are working on.

We have also acquired limestone mines
in Rajasthan. There we are planning to put
up our plants,and their initial activities are in
full swing. We have also acquired a lime-
stone mine in Kutch, Gujarat. Also, we are
planning to put up a plant.

What message do you have for the
individuals you are taking care of?
We are committed to adding value for our
shareholders and other stakeholders. And
one thing I can assure them of is that
JK Lakshmi Cement has a lot to offer, and
you might have already witnessed that in
the last few years. Our commitment to our
individual home builders is that we have
brought some of the best products into our
portfolio, which are going to fulfill their
dream of building a home.We are also com-
mitted to our nation's development and
growth.Also, we plan to treat our workers,
dealers, and others with respect and give
them safe places to work.We promise that
our dedication to the country, environment
and our stakeholders and shareholders will
not change.

ADVERTORIAL

JK Lakshmi Cement: Walking a Step Ahead to Reduce Carbon Footprint

JK Lakshmi Cement is a
responsible corporation
that believes in inclusive

growth. Our founders
have a vision of giving it

back to society.

I think our carbon
emissions are the best in
the industry. Our carbon

emission is around 560 kg
per tonne of cement
production, which is

excellent.

JK Lakshmi Cement is one of the
chief players in the cement

manufacturing industry and has a
lot going on in their plants.

We have Arun Shukla, the
President and Director of

JK Lakshmi Cement, with
us today. Let us get more

insight into what is happening
in the cement industry in
general and particularly,
at JK Lakshmi Cement.
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ON FRIDAYmorning, Harikesh
Dubey (32) was on his way to
Lucknowtoattendawedding in
his sister’s household but never
arrived. Hewas sitting near the
windowonboard theNeelachal
Express when an iron rod
smashed through themoving
train’s window as it passed
through a station inAligarh dis-
trict andpiercedhisneck, killing
himonthespot.
Hisfamilyhasbeenlefttopick

up the pieces in thewake of the
tragedy. Speaking to The Indian
Expresson Saturday evening, his
cousinGaurav Tripathi said, “He
is survived byhiswife, six-year-

old daughter and four-year-old
son.HeworkedinDelhiasamo-
bile tower technician,while his
family lives in Gopinathpur vil-
lageinUttarPradesh'sSultanpur.
Hewasthesolebreadwinner.”
Members of his family

claimedtheinitialcompensation
offeredwas Rs 15,000. Gaurav
said, “Wewant tomake sure the

future of his children shouldnot
be affected. They offered Rs
15,000.Wetoldthemtokeepthe
amount.Hisfathercametodayto
takehis bodyback to thevillage,
butwehavedecidednot to per-
formthelastritesuntilproperac-
tion is taken andour family gets
justice.”
Harikesh’sbrotherconcurred.

Speakingtothemedia,hesaid,“I
amnotsatisfied.Wewantaction
againstworkerswhowerenegli-
gent, alongwith compensation
forhiswifeandchildren.Railways
shouldarrangeajobforhiswife.”
Gaurav added, “Theway he

died, that an iron rod could kill
himwhile hewas sitting in the
windowseat... this levelofnegli-
genceisakintomurder.”
Later in the evening, a

spokesperson for North Central
Railways tweeted that the com-
pensationwould be enhanced.
“RailwayMinisterMr Ashwini
Vaishnawannouncedacompen-
sation amount of Rs 5 lakh to
familymembers of the passen-
ger,HarikeshKumarDubey,who
losthis life...,” it said.
AnofficialoftheGovernment

RailwayPolicehadsaidonFriday:
“Someworkwasgoingon in the
neighbouringtrackanditappears
that due to amachinewhich is
used to raise and lower tracks,
along with the speed of
themoving train, the rod broke
thewindowand caused the vic-
tim'sdeath.”AnFIRhasbeenreg-
isteredagainstunknownpersons
under Section 304A (causing
deathbynegligence).

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER3

BEING PILLORIED over 1984 ri-
ots accused Jagdish Tytler cam-
paigning for the party ahead of
theMCD polls, the Congress is
tryingtodistanceitself fromhim,
with senior leaders suggesting
hisactionsarehisalone.
BJP leaderManjinder Singh

Sirsa tweeted a video of Tytler
campaigning for the Congress,
and said thepartywas trying to
“scare theSikhs”bygettinghim
to address an election sabha.
“Nowthesituationhaschanged.
The Sikhs of new India are not
afraid of the Congress andwill
respondtothismisbehaviourof
theCongress onDecember4...,”
Sirsa tweetedonDecember2.
Inthevideoheshared,Tytler

is seen addressing a gathering.
“Peoplearehavingtothink... lies
areplacedbeforeus,attemptsare
madetoinducefights...Congress
doesnotbelieve insuch things,”
Tytlerisheardsaying.“Attempts
are beingmade toweaken the
country, to create fights among

Hindus andMuslims, Sikhs and
Hindus...wehavenotseensucha
tamashabefore,”headds.
While admitting that Tytler

hadbeeninvitedbylocal leaders
to campaign for the polls, a sen-
iorCongressleadersaidfromthe
party’sperspective,Congress
hadnotputhim
on any pro-
gramme. “The
localcandidates
would have
calledhim.ButI
have another
perspective...
was he charge-
sheeted?Washepunished?The
partydidn’taskhimtocampaign
for sure. But Jagdish Tytler is a
non-issue and BJP continues to
manufacturenon-issuestodivert
(attention)...MCDissuesarethose
ofhealthandcorruption.TheBJP
isshowingmanufacturedoutrage
for diversion,” said the Congress
leader,whowas aware of Tytler
havingcampaignedforthepolls.
Another senior Congress

leader also said Tytler had not
beenplacedonthelistofstarcam-
paignersforthepartyintheMCD

polls,butwouldhavecampaigned
at the local level for a candidate.
“Heisapolitician…thisissuehas
beenraisedbeforeaswell.TheBJP
keeps raising this over and over
again. This is not the question.
TheBJP should answer about its
ownministers. You have Ajay

Mishra Teni and
LakhimpurKheri,”
hesaid.
On the issue

over Tytler cam-
paigning for the
election, BJP
leaderTajinderPal
Singh Bagga said,

“Jagdish Tytler is not some sort
of mass leader that a crowd
gatherstolistentohim.Heisalso
not the sort of netawhowill go
to a locality and get a few thou-
sand votes in the party’s favour.
They(theCongress)aresending
amessage to the Sikhs that we
arestillstandingwithpeoplelike
Tytler. This isnot the first time.”
BJP leaders had attacked

Congresslastmonthaswellover
Tytler’s inclusion in the party’s
stateelectioncommitteeforthe
MCDpolls.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER3

THEBJPSaturdayallegedtheAAP
governmentintroducedthe“Lalu
model” in a newavatar in Delhi
andbungledcroresof rupeesby
enlistingfakenamesasbenefici-
aries under the construction
workers’welfareboard.
It is “Delhi’s Lalumodel,” al-

leged Union minister Anurag
Thakur at a press conference, a
daybeforetheMCDpolls.Anim-
mediate reactionwas not avail-
able fromtheAAPonthe issue.
Rashtriya JantaDalsupremo

LaluPrasadYadavwasconvicted
in the fodder scamof Bihar and
was in jail incases related to it.
“There(Bihar),cattlefeedwas

gobbledup,here (Delhi) labour-
ers’ rightsweredenied,” Thakur
claimedandallegedthatKejriwal
and“his friends”bungledcrores
in the name of welfare of con-
structionworkers inDelhi.
In 2018, the Anti-Corruption

Branch(ACB)oftheDelhigovern-
menthad registereda case after
they foundbogusregistrationof
employees under the Delhi
BuildingandOtherConstruction
WorkersWelfare Board. Official
sourceshadearlier claimed that
apreliminaryinquirybytheACB
found “fraudulent disbursal” of
fundstothetuneofRs900crore
to“bogusandghost”workersby
the labour department of the
Delhigovernment.

“Kejriwal has presented
Lalu’smodelinanewform.Ithas
beenfoundthattherewerefake
names, addresses andmobile
numbers of persons registered
as construction workers. Even
‘kachori’ sellers and taxi drivers
wereenlisted...,”Thakuralleged,
showingabundleof papers.
“There was a liquor scam,

classroomconstructionscam,bus
scamandnowthisone.Iwonder
howArvind Kejriwal is able to
sleep at night,” Thakur said giv-
ingaslogan,“Bhrashtachariyonka
yaar hai, Kejriwal gunahgar hai
(Friends with the corrupt,
Kejriwal isguilty)”.
The Kejriwal government

had provided financial assis-
tance of Rs 5,000 each to regis-
tered construction workers to
help them during Covid lock-
down.Evenlastmonth,thegov-
ernmenthadannouncedarelief
of Rs 5,000 each to registered
construction workers as relief
due to pollution-related ban on
constructionactivitiesinthecity.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER3

DEPLOYINGNEARLY1 lakh staff
across 13,665 (approx) polling
stations, the State Election
Commission of Delhi hasmade
elaborate arrangements for the
high-stakes MCD election on
Sunday. Polls for the 250MCD
wardswill be held from8am to
5.30pm.Voteswillbecountedon
December 7 and the resultswill
beannouncedonthesameday.
According to officials, 1.46

crore voters are eligible to cast
their vote. “A total of 68model
polling station and 68 pink sta-
tions have been set up across all
constituencies.Arrangementsfor
deploymentofsecurityforceshas
beendone. The commissionhas
madeelaboratearrangementsfor
asafe,secureandpleasantvoting
experience,” said State Election
CommissionerVijayDev.
TheCommissionhasalsode-

ployed 493micro-observers at
sensitive/hyper-sensitivepolling
locations. Theywill remain sta-
tionedattheselocationsthrough
the day and keep a closewatch
onproceedings at the booths. It
has also issued instructions for
web casting at these sensitive/
hyper-sensitivepollinglocations.
Delhi Police has also made

arrangements for lawandorder.
About 40,000 police personnel,

20,000 home guards and 108
companiesof CAPFandSAPwill
bedeployedatallpollingstations
andbooths, saidaseniorofficial.
The SEC has issued instruc-

tionstoensurethatasfarasprac-
ticable, all polling stations areon
thegroundfloorandsturdyramps

are in place for differently abled
voters.Officialssaidthecommis-
sionhas also upgraded status of
facilities at polling stations from
the earlier concept of Basic
Minimum Facilities (BMF) to
Assured Minimum Facilities
(AMF).“Instructionshavebeenis-
sued toMCDCommissioner and
other agencies concerned to en-
sure every polling station is
equippedwithassuredminimum
facilitieslikedrinkingwater,shed,
toilet, ramp for physically chal-
lenged voters, a standard voting
compartmentetc,”saidofficials.
Further, the commissionwill

be using M-2 model of ECIL-
makeEVMs.“Arrangementshave
beenmadetoensureavailability
of adequate number of EVMs. A
firstlevelcheckwithrespecttoall
55,389 EVMs has already been
completed by the Commission
withhelpofECIL,” theyadded.
Officials saidamockpollwill

beconductedonSundaybypre-
sidingofficersateachpollingsta-
tion, before commencement of
actualpolling, in thepresenceof
pollingagentsappointedbycon-
testingcandidates.Acertificateof
successful conduct of themock
pollwill bemadeby the presid-
ingofficerconcernedineachcase.
Further, to help voters iden-

tify candidates, the SEC has de-
cidedtoprintphotosof thecan-
didates on the ballot paper that
will bedisplayedontheEVM.
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1 LAKHSTAFFONTHEGROUND, 13,665BOOTHS

Delhizooto
strengthen
boundarywall
afterdeer
attackedby
straydogs
New Delhi: With three
deer having died at the
Delhizoolastmonthafter
being attacked by dogs,
zoo officials said the old
boundary wall, which
mayhaveprovidedaccess
to dogs, is now being
strengthened.“We have
given orders to construct
anewboundarywall.This
boundarywallisdamaged
andweneedahigherwall
sothey(dogs)can’tjump...
Thewholeboundarywall
islikelytotakearound3-4
monthstocomplete,”said
AkankshaMahajan,direc-
torof thezoo.

Boytrappedin
lift rescued
Noida: Inthesecondsuch
incidentinDelhi-NCRina
week,achildgotstuckin-
sideanelevatorforseveral
minutes in a Greater
Noida society Friday
evening before he was
rescued.Whilepolice are
looking into thematter,
no complaint or FIR has
beenregisteredyet.ENS

BRIEFLY

CIVICSENSE
MCDPOLLS 2022

Backlash over Tytler campaign,
Cong says not fielded by party

Man impaled by rod in train: This level
of negligence is ‘akin to murder’, say kin

1,349
CANDIDATES IN THE FRAY

■Pollingwillbeheldfrom
8amto5.30pm
■Voteswillbecountedon
December7

250
AAP

250
BJP

247
Cong

104 reservedforwomen.(Of
reservedSCseats,21arefor
women)

104seats
reservedfor
general
category

42reserved
for

Scheduled
Castes

250WARDS
13
,1
38

13
,6
65

2017 2022

Modelpoll stations 68
Pinkpoll stations 68

KEEPING AN EYE
DistrictElectionOfficers (DEOs) 11
GeneralObservers 68
ReturningOfficers (ROs) 68
AssistantReturningOfficers (AROs) 250
SectorOfficers (approx.) 2,000

ExpenditureObservers 68
Pollingstaff 1 lakh(approx.)
DelhiPolicepersonnel 40,000
Homeguards 20,000
CAPF,SAPcompanies 108

3,360
booths,
spanning
493
locations,
identifiedas
critical/
sensitive

POLLING STATIONS1,46,73,847
TOTAL ELIGIBLE VOTERS

MEN
79,86,705

WOMEN
66,86,081

TRANSGENDERPERSONS
1,061

POLLDAY

AtanEVMcentre inGoleMarket, Saturday.AmitMehra

AAP introduced ‘Lalu model’
in Delhi, bungled crs in name
of workers’ welfare: Thakur

Unionminister&BJP leader
AnuragThakur.AmitMehra

The localgovernment inDelhi functionedoutof theTown
Hall inChandniChowktill around2009.Archive

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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AAFTAB POONAWALA, who is
accusedofkillinghislive-inpart-
nerShraddhaWalkarandchop-
pingherbodyintomorethan30
pieces, has asked officials in
Tihar Jail for English novels and
someotherbooks.
Tihar officials said the 28-

year-old is being kept under
close watch ever since he was
senttothecentral jail thisweek,
since he is involved in a high-

profile case.
“Wearetakingcareof thein-

mateasperprotocol.Hehasnow
asked for English novels and
otherbooks.Hesaidhewantsto
readmore and indulge in liter-
ary activities. For now, we are
providinghimabooknamedThe
Great Railway Bazaar by
(American novelist) Paul
Theroux. It’s from our library.
He’ll be provided with more
books later,” said a Tihar Jail
spokesperson.
Over the past week,

Poonawala has undergone a
polygraph test andnarcoanaly-
sistestattheforensicsciencelab

and Baba Saheb Ambedkar
Hospital.
However, forensic experts

say theyaren’t entirely satisfied
with his tests. “As per our
records, he has been giving the
same answers he gave during
the police interrogation... but
noneof his statementshave led
to a recovery in the case. Police
have been conducting searches
independently,” saidanofficer.
The Delhi Police are also

planningtogetasecondopinion
fromapsychologisttoassesshis
mental health and behaviour.

“TheFSLpsychologistsanddoc-
torshavealreadyexaminedhim
butweneed a second opinion,”
saidanofficer.
According to police,

Poonawalaclaimstohavekilled
Walkar in a fit of rage at their
rentedapartmentinChattarpur
Pahadi area inMay. He then al-
legedly chopped the body into
multiple small pieces and dis-
carded them over the next few
monthsinaforestedareanearby.
Poonawala was arrested by the
DelhiPolice inNovemberand is
currently in judicial custody.

AaftabPoonawala

HarikeshDubey

Aaftab given Paul Theroux’s travelogue to read in jail

Revisiting Town
Hall, once seat of
local governance
in the capital

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER3

“IT IS a rare privilege for a per-
son to find himself in the posi-
tionofamunicipalcouncillor...,”
readsalinebyMahatmaGandhi
that is up on one of the outer
walls of the Town Hall in
Chandni Chowk, a building
whichwasoncetheofficeof the
MunicipalCorporationofDelhi.
The engraving that lies be-

neath a portrait of Gandhi, un-
veiled by Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel in1950,adds:“...butletme
notedownforyouasamanwith
some experience in public life
that one indispensable condi-
tionof thatprivilege is thatmu-
nicipal councillors dare not ap-
proach their office from
interested or selfish motives.
They must approach their sa-
cred task in a spirit of service.”
The lines are
engraved on
the wall in
English,Urdu
and Hindi
outsidewhat
was a meet-
inghallof the
Delhi
Municipal Committee, inaugu-
rated in1947.
Before it became the seat of

localgovernance, theTownHall
building, constructed in the
1860s,housedwhatwasknown
as theLawrence Institute.
“Inthe1860s,aftertherevolt

of 1857, there was a sort of re-
building in thecity, even incul-
tural terms.Oneimportantcen-
tre for cultural and modern
intellectual pursuits had been
the Delhi College, which was
destroyed due to the revolt.
Then came the Lawrence
Institute,whichwasaplacethat
hadamuseum,areadingroom,
a municipal library,” said
Swapna Liddle, historian and
author.
TheTownHall buildingpre-

dates local self-governance in
Delhi. “Local governance itself
came not too much but some
time later,” Liddle said.
After the municipality was

born, theTownHallwasbought
bythemunicipality in1866,ac-
cording to Liddle’s book
ChandniChowk:TheMughalCity
ofOldDelhi.
The Delhi Municipal

Corporation came into being
through the Delhi Municipal
Corporation Act of 1957, which
was passed with the intention
ofmeeting“aneedtohaveauni-
fiedbodytoadministerthemu-

nicipal government of Delhi”,
according to theAct.
The Act specified the num-

berof councillorstobe80atthe
corporation’s establishment.
The MCD will now have 250
councillors.
The local government in

Delhi functioned out of the
TownHall till around2009.The
MCD’sCivicCentrebuildingwas
inaugurated in2010.
Mira Aggarwal, former

Mayor of the erstwhile North
Delhi Municipal Corporation,
whowasalsotheDeputyMayor
of theunifiedMCDin1998,said,
“It’sabeautifulbuilding.Theold
municipality began from here.
It was fairly spacious, but the
meeting hall was too small for
250 or 270 councillors. For the
growingneedsof thecity, itwas
not enough. The departments
grewandthereweren’tenough
rooms.Therewasalsothe issue

of traffic in the
area, and get-
ting to the
building itself
was a hassle.
Sitting in the
old hall had a
royal feeling...
the new office

ismore of anoffice.”
The Town Hall building,

stuckintime, lies inthemidstof
what is a recently revamped
ChandniChowk.
The yellow of the walls is

now peeling and thewindows
are partly broken. While the
front façade faces the main
road and a statue of Swami
Shraddhanand, the entry into
thebuilding isnowfromitsbe-
hind, close to what is now the
Mahatma Gandhi park. A
firetruck stands in the court-
yard along with security per-
sonnel who said the building
was now being used for “elec-
tion-related”work.
Theareainfrontof theTown

Hall has been a place for
protests, Liddle added. The
clock tower, which once stood
nearby, was also a centre of
protests during the freedom
struggle, while protests were
held in the area later as well,
sinceitwaswherethelocalgov-
ernmentwas.
“It’s timewe thought about

reinventing Town Hall. Maybe
it’s time to think back to what
itwasasaplace forculturaland
intellectual activities, and a
museum. It is protected under
theheritageclauseof theDelhi
BuildingByelaws. So, it’s apro-
tected heritage building,”
Liddle added.

INTRADEMARK INFRINGEMENTCASE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER3

THEDELHIHighCourtrecentlyre-
strained two Ludhiana-based
companies frommanufacturing
andadvertisingbicyclesunderthe
‘Rallies’markafteraSwitzerland-
based cycle manufacturer
claimed infringementof its 125-
year-old‘Raleigh’trademark.
AsinglejudgebenchofJustice

Prathiba Singh in its November
29 order granted an “interim
injunction” in favour of
Switzerland-based ‘Swiss Bike
VertriebsGMBH, a subsidiary of
ACCELL Group’, and ordered,
“Defendantsshallceasemanufac-
ture as well as advertising in
physical shops and through on-

lineplatforms, includinge-com-
merceplatforms,ofallsuchgoods
mentioned above, under the
mark‘RALLIES’oranyothermark
which is identical/deceptively
similar mark to the plaintiff’s
mark ‘RALEIGH’”.
TheHC,however,allowedthe

defendants, Imperial CycleMfg
Co and Rocket Cycles Private
Limited, time till November 15,
2023, to dispose of its existing
stock.Thecourt,however,madeit
clearthatnofreshmanufacturing
of products under the ‘Rallies’
markwillbeallowedbeyondthe
given date. “After the said date,
none of the products under the
mark‘Rallies’shallbemadeavail-
able in physical stores or on e-
commerceplatforms.Thedefen-
dants shall also shut down their

websitethatis,http://www.rallies-
bikes.com,withinoneweekfrom
today,”thecourtsaid.
The Swiss company claimed

that use of ‘Rallies’mark by the
Ludhiana companies is violative
of their statutory and common
law rights as ‘Rallies’ is phoneti-
cally similar to ‘Raleigh’. They
claimedthedefendantswerenot
“merely copying themark” but
alsovariousotherattributes,such
as colour combination used on
bikes, imagesof Raleighbicycles
and even their advertisement
poster. “The said poster is also
availableonthedefendants’web-
site,”theyclaimed.Thecompany
arguedthat“thereisboundtobe
confusion between the two
marks as theproducts andbusi-
nessof thepartiesareidentical”.

Raleigh vs Rallies bicycles: HC
rules in favour of Swiss firm

New Delhi: Following a
complaint from the Delhi
BJP against AAP, over al-
leged violation of the
Model Code of Conduct by
distributing “honorarium”
to yoga instructors at an
event on Friday, an official
fromtheelectionofficesaid
they are examining it. “We
receivedthecomplaintand
it is being examined. We
aretakingnecessaryaction
and looking into themat-
ter,” said the official. The
event,DillikiYogshala:Yog
Prashikon ko Samman
Rashi Ka Vitran, was held
Friday at the Constitution
Club of India andwas at-
tended by CM Arvind
Kejriwal and his Deputy
ManishSisodia.ENS

Stage set for high-stakesMCDelection
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ONTHElastdayofcampaigning
for the Gujarat polls, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath Saturday said that
the Congress and the Aam
AadmiParty“shouldbehanged”
as they arehurdles to the coun-
try’s securityanddevelopment.
Adityanathwas speaking at

DholkainAhmedabad.Thecam-
paigningforthesecondphaseof
the elections ended at 5 pm
Saturday. The CM also said
Mahatma Gandhi wanted the
Congress to be “dissolved” after
Independenceandthatthetime
has now come “to fulfil Bapu’s
dream”.
At another public

meeting in Kheda, he
said that only the BJP
can guarantee security
to citizens and hailed
his measure of using
bulldozersagainst“pro-
fessional rioters” in
UttarPradesh.
“After the country

got Independence, he (Gandhi)
said ‘India has become inde-
pendent, there is no need for
Congress anymore, it must be
dissolved... Congress ko visarjan
ka jo sapnaBapukahai, us sapne
kosaakaarkarnekawaqtaagaya
hai (It is time to dissolve the

Congress and fulfil Gandhi’s
dream),” the BJP leader said in
Dholka.

“The Congress and
AAP,which arehurdles
tothecountry’ssecurity
anddevelopment,hang
them to death and end
their existence (usko
phaansi par daal dijiye,
samapt kar dijiye),”
Adityanathadded.
He later headed to

Kheda, where he was
accompanied by Gordhan
Zadafia, vice-president of
GujaratBJPandformerminister
of state for home affairs. “Now
wedon’thavecommunalriotsin
UP also. Everyone has become
quiet.Otherwise,therewouldbe
arioteveryotherday...Weprint

thephotosofrioters.Wetookthe
properties of rioters in our pos-
session,andwherevernecessary,
professional rioters who accu-
mulated inexhaustible wealth
duringtheOpposition'srule,we
did not hesitate to run bulldoz-
ersaswell.”
Adityanath also addressed a

third public gathering at
Khambhat inAnand later in the
day, broadly repeating his
speechfromDholkaandKheda.
He added that “to proceedwith
the development in Gujarat at
thespeedofbullettrain,adouble
enginegovernmentisnecessary
inGujarat”.
Gujarat will vote in the sec-

ondphaseof theAssemblypolls
onMonday. The results will be
announcedonDecember8.

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER3

OBSERVING THAT urban voter
“apathy” continues across the
country, as evidenced from
Shimla to Surat, the key cities in
two states that went to the
Assemblypolls in this round, the
Election Commission of India
(ECI)onSaturdayappealedvoters
of Gujarat to come out in large
numbers in the secondphase of
pollingonMondaytocompensate
forlowvotinginthefirstphase.
TheECI’s appeal came in the

wake of low turnout in urban
constituencies of 89 seats that
voted in the first phase on
Thursday — 93 constituencies
willvote inthesecondphaseon
Monday.
Inastatement,thepollpanel

said,“Majorcities/urbanareasof
Gujarat have not only recorded
decline in voting percentage as
compared to2017buthavealso
votedmuch less than the state
average of 63.3%. Decline in
Rajkot West is very sharp at
10.56% .”
Noting that 2017 Gujarat

elections recorded 66.79% vot-
inginfirstphase,ECIstated,“Had
the voting percentage in these
constituencies been even equal
to the level of even their own
voting percentage in 2017, the
state averagewould have been
more than65%.”
The panel noted that Surat,

Rajkot and Jamnagar recorded
turnout lowerthanthestateav-
erage in the firstphase.
“Whilevotingpercentagein-

creased inmany constituencies,

the average turnout figure is
dampenedbyurbanapathy, just
as during recently concluded
election to the Assembly of
Himachal Pradesh, the urban
constituencyofShimlarecorded
the lowest (turnout) at 62.53%
(downby13percentagepoints)
as against the state average of
75.6%,” the ECI stated. “Gujarat
citieshaveshownasimilarurban
apathytrend(in firstphase).”
According to the

Commission, at 47.86%,
Gandhidham seat in Kuchchh
district,whichhasindustriales-
tablishments,recordedthelow-
estvotingpercentage—adecline
of 6.34% over 2017. The second
lowest voting was Karanj in

Surat, 5.37%down from its own
lowof 55.91% in2017, it stated.
Notingthevoter“turnoutfig-

ures with concern”, ECI stated,
Chief Election Commissioner
RajivKumarhasappealedtothe
voters of Gujarat to comeout in
large numbers during the sec-
ond phase to compensate for
lowvotinginthefirstphase.“The
possibility of surpassing 2017
voting percentage now lies in
their increased participation
only,” thestatement said.
The ECI also highlighted the

gap in rural and urban turnout:
“There is a conspicuous gap in
voting turnout between rural
and urban constituencies. The
gapofvoterturnoutisaswideas

34.85%if itiscomparedintheru-
ralconstituencyofDediapadain
Narmada district, which
recorded82.71%,andthat inur-
ban Gandhidham in Kuchchh
district,whichwitnessed47.86%
voter turnout. Also, average
turnout in important urban ar-
eas is lower than turnout in ru-
ral constituencies.”
“Withinmanydistricts,rural

constituencieshavevotedmuch
morethanurbanconstituencies
ofthesamedistrict.Forexample,
inRajkot, there is adecline inall
urbanconstituencies,”thepanel
stated.Similarly, itstated,voting
percentage wasmore in Surat
rural constituencies thanurban
ones. Itnotedthatthedifference
betweentheurbanseatwiththe
lowestturnout inSuratandthat
of the rural constituency with
highestvotingisasmuchas25%.
The ECI stated that all 26 seats
that recorded more than 65%
votingwereinruralGujarat,and
not one urban constituency
crossed themarkof 65%voting.
Toaddressthistrendofurban

voter apathy, the panel stated,
theCommissionhasdirectedall
chiefelectoralofficerstoidentify
constituencies and polling sta-
tions that recorded lowturnout
to ensure “targeted awareness
interventions”.
Toovercomethisapathy,CEC

Kumar and EC Anup Chandra
Pandey had held interaction
withnodalofficersofmorethan
200 voter awareness forums
from industrial units in Pune,
which recordedoneof the low-
est voting percentages among
Parliamentaryconstituenciesin
2019LokSabhapolls.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THE BJP Saturday announced a
revamp of its Punjab unit, ap-
pointing11vice-presidentsthat
include five former Congress
leaders,themostprominentbe-
ing Jai Inder Kaur, the daughter
of former chief minister Capt

Amarinder Singh. The appoint-
ment of new office bearers has
beenapprovedbytheBJPpresi-
dentJPNadda.Thepartyhasre-
tained its Pathankot MLA
Ashwani Sharma as state unit
chief.
FormerCongress leadersRaj

Kumar Verka, Kewal Singh
Dhillon, Fatehjang Bajwa, and
Arvind Khannawhohad joined

the BJP in the recent past have
been appointed as state vice-
presidents.
Theothervice-presidentsare

party leaders Dr Subhash
Sharma, Rakesh Rathore, Dyal
Singh Sodhi, Jagmohan Singh
Raju, Lakhwinder Kaur Garcha,
and former Akali MLA Jagdeep
SinghNakai.
Former Congress minister

GurpreetSinghKangarhasbeen
appointed as state general sec-
retary along with four others
who include Jiwan Gupta,
BikramjitCheema,RajeshBagha
andMona Jaiswal.
Kanwarpeet Singh Tohra,

who is the grandson of former
Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee chief
Gurucharan Singh Tohra, has

been given the charge of the
party's youthwing. He had un-
successfullycontestedthe2022
AssemblypollsontheBJPticket.
Prominent among 11 new

state secretaries include former
Congress MLA Harjot Kamal
Singh, and party leaders Anil
Sachar,RajeshHoney,Parminder
SinghBrar,SunitaGarg,Jasmeen
Sandhawalia, JasrajSinghLongia

(Jassi Jasraj), Shivraj Chaudhary,
Sukhwinder Kaur Naulakha,
Sanjeev Khanna and Daaman
ThindBajwa.
On Friday, the BJP had ap-

pointed Capt Amarinder Singh
and former Punjab Congress
chiefSunilJakharasmembersof
itsnationalexecutive.Theparty
also inducted Jaiveer Shergill as
itsnational spokesperson.
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DECREASE IN VOTER TURNOUT IN URBAN
CONSTITUENCIES IN GUJARAT PHASE 1

Urban voter apathy from Shimla to Surat:
EC appeals for large turnout in phase two

ONLASTDAYOFCAMPAIGN

Adityanath calls for
‘hanging’ Cong, AAP

UttarPradeshChiefMinisterYogiAdityanath inDholka
AssemblyconstituencyofAhmedabadonSaturday.

@myogiadityanath

Saysbulldozereffective toolagainst ‘professional rioters’
KAMAALSAIYED
SURAT,DECEMBER3

TWOSURAT-BASEDcompanies,
involved in the business of dia-
monds,andthereal-estatefirms
they have invested are under
lens after the Income Tax (I-T)
departmentseizedunaccounted
cash and jewellery worth Rs 8
crore in a raid at 30different lo-
cations in Surat and Mumbai
thatbeganFridayandcontinued
Saturday.
SoonafterthePhase-1voting

in the 89 Assembly constituen-
cies, includingSurat,concluded,
theDirectorateof Investigations
(DI)wingof Suratheld theraids
in a joint effortwith I-T officials
ofVadodaraandMumbaionthe
premisesofDhaneraDiamonds
in Surat andMumbai, and the
manufacturingunitandtrading
units of Bhavna Gems in Surat.
Besides,thereal-estatefirmsrun
by Naresh Shah alias Naresh
Video, Ramesh Vaghasiya
(Chokhat)andKaderbhaiShaikh
alias Kader Kothmir were also
raidedintheoperationsinwhich
nearly150officials tookpart.
Sources in the I-T

Department said the officials
seized unaccounted cash, dia-
mond-studdedgoldjewelleries,
investment documents, busi-
ness deal documents, and also
sealed their bank lockers. The
sources added that the officials
foundahugestockofdocuments
thathaddetailsofsalesandpur-
chaseof diamonds thatwasnot
shownonthebooksofaccounts.
Theofficials also sealed the safe
vault of the diamond firms and
seizedundisclosedbusinessdeal
records fromthepast fiveyears.
Dhanera Diamonds, located

in Mahidharpura—Surat's
biggestdiamondtradingmarket,
isamongthelargebuyersofpol-
ished diamonds from the Surat
market. Katargam-based
Bhavna Gems, like Dhanera
Diamonds, is involvedintheex-
port of cut and polished dia-
mondstoHongKong,theUSand
other foreigncountries.

2 diamond firms
in Surat under
radar after cash,
jewellery worth
Rs 8 crore seized
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Jai InderKaur, daughterof
CaptainAmarinderSingh

Capt daughter among 5 ex-Cong leaders named vice-president in Punjab BJP

New Delhi
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P O L I T I C SH A S H T A G

ROWOVERPARESHRAWALREMARKS

ASCANVASSINGFOR the2022GujaratAssembly
electionsdrewtoaclose,PMNarendraModi tweeteda
videoofhisvisits to thestate, saying:“Wherever Iwent, I
receivedtremendousaffection.Peoplehaveseenthe
development inthe last twodecadesandwantthis
trajectorytocontinue.”
THEHIGHLIGHTof theCongresssocialmediapostson
the lastdaywasavideospeechofpartypresident
MallikarjunKharge,whofoundhimselfunderBJPattack
inthe last stretchoverhisRavanremark inconnection
withModi.AAPputoutavideoofArvindKejriwal
reiteratinghisparty’smessageof freeelectricity,
educationandhealth.

G U J A R A T ● H I M A C H A L P R A D E S H

Turnout
%age lower
but 10 lakh
more votes,
will gain: BJPCHHOTUBHAIVASAVA,77

Seven-timeMLA, founder of
Bharatiya Tribal Party,
contesting as an Independent
from Jhagadia, against own son;
listed agriculture for income

MOVABLEASSETS

`14.35 lakh,
includingtwotractors

IMMOVABLEASSETS
(inwife’sname)

`1.60 crore
including land

LIABILITIES:None

CRIMINALCASES
25, rangingfrom
chargesofmurder,and
underArmsAct.Held
innocent inall25cases

EDUCATION:
Class10pass

DRTUSHARCHAUDHARY,56,
Congress candidate from

Khedbrahma, ex-UnionMoS for

tribal affairs; lists income from

construction, agriculture

MOVABLEASSETS
(includingwife’sand
twodaughters),

`1.85 crore
includingofhiswifeand
twochildren

IMMOVABLEASSETS
`5.89crore
(includingwife’s)

LIABILITIES:`3 lakh
CRIMINALCASES:No

EDUCATION:
MBBS

I Hereby
Declare

U N J H AB A T T L E G R O U N D

PARIMALDABHI
GANDHINAGAR,DECEMBER3

THESMALL,nondescripttownof
Unjha in Mehsana district of
north Gujarat is popularly
known as the spice capital of
Asia. A bastion of the BJP for
decades,itturnedawayfromthe
partyinthe2017Assemblypolls,
as it was one of the hot spots of
the Hardik Patel-led Patidar
quotaagitationof 2015.
Thistime,withthependulum

seemingly swinging back to-
wards the BJP, the constituency

issettowitnessathree-pronged
battle,withtheentryoftheAam
AadmiParty (AAP).
Unjhaispivotaltothepolitics

of North Gujarat, and particu-
larly, to the narrative surround-
ing the life of Prime Minister
NarendraModi.Hishometown,
Vadnagar, falls under it. With
around2.32lakhvoters,thecon-
stituency is dominated by the
Patidars, followed by Thakors,
Muslims and Dalits.
Umiyadham, the top religious
centre of Kadva Patidars, a sub-
caste of the Patidars, is situated
in Unjha. Predictably, all three

partieshave fieldedPatidars.
The BJP candidate is veteran

RSSleaderKiritPatel(66).Asen-
ior party leader fromMehsana
says: “He (Kirit) is the founding
trusteeof theVidyaBharati (the
education wing of the RSS) in

Gujarat,hasbeenitsformerstate
president and heads an organi-
sation for girls' education in
Unjha. Kiritbhai also spread the
works of Vidya Bharati in the
sevensisters (theNortheast).”
Anengineer,Kirit isabuilder

who also calls himself a farmer
and is seenasclose toModi.
The Congress has fielded

ArvindPatel(47),alsoa“farmer”
and businessman, and former
councillor of Unjhamunicipal-
ity.ACongress leader says, “Our
candidateisnotabahubali,buta
grassroots worker who knows
the issuesofUnjha.”
The AAP candidate is Urvish

Patel, a 31-year-old who re-
turned from New Zealand
aroundone-and-a-halfyearsago
and is intonatural farming.
While BJP leaders predict a

win for Kirit by a handsome
margin, Congress leaders claim
theresultcouldbesurprising.“It
is difficult to gauge the voters’
mind. There are anumber of is-
sues—inflation,thepoorcondi-
tionofanumberofPatidarbusi-

nessmen in the region... So, you
never know whom will they
votefor,”aCongressleadersays.
Otherspointoutthatthesur-

prise in themix is the spirited
fight put up by the young AAP
candidate.“TheBJPmaywinthe
election, but it certainly won't
wineasily,” saysanobserver.
While former BJPminister

NarayanPatelhadwonUnjhafive
times, in 2017, Congress leader
Asha Patel, 44, an associate of
HardikPatel,haddefeatedhim.
ThepoliticalpictureofUnjha,

however,hassincechangedrap-
idly. AshaPatel herself resigned
from the Congress, joined the
BJP,andgotelectedasaBJPMLA
fromUnjha in a by-election in
2019. She died last year of
dengue,andtheseathasbeenly-
ingvacant since.

BJP fieldsRSSheavyweightvsCong
grassrootsworker, butNewZealand
returnedAAPtyropromises surprise

Ahmedabad’s Bengalimigrants have a bigger
worry: Disturbed Areas Act that ties themdown
GenerationsofartisansfromBengalworkincity’sgoldunits, indinghy,crowdedspaces, ignoredasmostarenotvoters

AND, IT’SAWRAP!:OnSaturday, the lastdayof campaigningfor thesecondandfinalphaseof the2022GujaratAssemblyelections, theBJP,AamAadmiPartyandCongress (fromleft) takeoutrallies, respectively, inGhatlodiyaconstituencyof
Ahmedabad,Mehsana innorthGujarat, andDariyapurseat in Ahmedabad.Atotalof 93seatswillvote inthesecondphase.Thefirstphase,whichsawvoting in89seats, sawa3%fall in turnout from2017, to63.31%.NirmalHarindran /Express

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD,DECEMBER3

COMMENTSMADEbyactorand
BJP leader PareshRawal regard-
ingBengalisandfishhavestirred
barelyawhiff inthenarrowlanes
ofManekChowkinAhmedabad,
knownfor itsnightfoodmarket,
jewellery units and their gener-
ationsofBengaliartisans.
A 32-year-old explainswhy,

the irony of his words dying in
the loud sounds of Prime
MinisterNarendraModi’s road-
show,his last for this campaign,
passingbyjust700metresaway.
“See,usMuslimBengalis,wedo
not faceanyoppositionas far as
non-vegetarian food goes, be-
cause the Disturbed Areas Act
ensures that we remain re-
stricted to living withMuslim
neighbours,”hesays, inamixof
Gujarati andBengali.
AsforBengaliHindus,thejew-

ellery unit owner,whodoes not
wanttoidentifyhimself,givesthe
exampleofafriendofhisfather’s:
“Hewould come toourhouse to
cookmeatandfish,andthentake
itbacktohishometoeat.”
Rawal’sremarksarejust“poll

noise” forManek Chowk, trou-
bled by other pressing issues.
Addressing a rally in Valsad
Tuesday, Rawal, a former MP
fromAhmedabadEast, said jobs
andgas cylinderpriceswerenot
therealissues:“Whatwillyoudo
if Rohingya migrants and
Bangladeshis start living around
you?...CookfishfortheBengalis?”
Followinganuproar,andanFIR,
Rawal said his remarkwas tar-
geted purely at illegal immi-
grants, andofferedanapology.
However,Rawalisn’tthefirst

tothrowthe“illegal”insinuation
at them, or will be the last, say
the residents of Manek Chowk,
whocomplainofabysmalliving

andworkingconditions,andfre-
quent police harassment. And,
aboveall,of theDisturbedAreas
Act—whichensures there isno
breakingawayforthemfromthe
viciouscircle.
Under theAct, a district col-

lectorcannotifyaparticulararea
as “disturbed”, citing incidents
of communal tension, after
which transfer of any immov-
ablepropertybetweentwopar-
tiescanonlytakeplacewiththe
collector’snod.Athirdpartycan
raise objections to stop the sale,
andthisisoftenthehurdlewhen
the deal is between twoparties
of different religions.
K T Plaza, a decrepit four-

storey building with a narrow
staircase,holdingnearly40gold
manufacturingandcastingunits
on the third floor, employing
around200labourersofBengali
origins, isoneofmanyinManek

Chowk. There is one bathroom
for the200,whowork foranav-
erage 10-12 hours a day inwin-
dowlessrooms,squattingonthe
floor, working on gold or silver
pieces.Manyunits employ chil-
dren.Mostofthemstrugglewith
fumesofsulphuricacid,usedfor
refininggold.
The owners of the units are

referred to euphemistically as
“seths (moneybags)”. The 32-
year-old,afourth-generationmi-
grant to Ahmedabad, is a “seth”
too,owningtwounitswithhisfa-
ther. They have nine people on
their rolls, and every day is get-
tingmore difficult, he says. The
demand for jewellery has fallen
duetohighgoldpricesandlower
purchasing power, while the
family struggles to expand or
moveoutdueto lackofoptions.
Withnodrinkingwaterfacil-

ity, says the 32-year-old, he has

to even purchase water, apart
from food, for his workers. “It
costs me around Rs 1,500 per
month for five employees. I pay
another Rs 12,000-Rs 15,000 to
eachassalarypermonth.”
Outside his Jain Silver Shop

foundry, a 34-year-old says he
first came to Ahmedabad from
Bengalasachildof12.“Myfam-
ilyisstill inMidnapore.Howcan
I bring them here when ex-
pensesaresohigh?”
Likehim,manyofthelabour-

ers here are from West
MidnaporeinBengal,apartfrom
Hooghly, Purba Burdwan and
Howrah districts. Apart from
ManekChowk, theyarethe life-
lineofothercommercialareasin
theneighbourhoodwhere jew-
elleryfoundriesabound,suchas
Sheth ni Pole, Ratan Pol and Pir
MohammadShahRoad.Several
buildings here have signages in

Bengali language.
“All over India, Bengalis

makethebestjewelleryartisans
andMarwarisdothebestmeena
work,” saysoneworker.
Complaining of police ha-

rassment,which iswhymost of
themdo notwant to be identi-
fied, the 32-year-old says it is a
tactic to extortmoney. “Ease of
doingbusinessshouldbeeasyfor
all communities, not anypartic-
ularone,”hesays,adding:“Iwill
keepthat inmindwhilevoting.”
At Sahjanand Market at

Sheth ni Pole, a 41-year-old
MuslimBengaliseth,operatinga
goldunitwith35labourers,also
talksofpoliceharassmentasthe
“biggest issue”. “Police come in
suddenly and frequently, and
thishasbeenonfordecades,”the
41-year-old says, adding that
leaders are not bothered about
them as “most of the people
workingherearenotvoters”.
A college dropout, the 41-

year-old is a first-generationmi-
grant. Running his business and
living inDanilimda for 16 years,
delivering finishedgoods tobig-
gerjewelleryshowrooms,hesays
he is not sure if hewill vote this
time.“WhereIworkandwhereI
live,bothAssemblyseatsareheld
by the Congress. But our lives
havehardlychanged.”
Thesituationisworseforthe

Bengali settlers living in hut-
ments around a dried-up
Chandolalake,inDanilimdacon-
stituency.DespitevoterIDcards,
they say, they are often accused
ofbeing illegalBangladeshis.
Incumbent MLA Shailesh

Parmar of the Congress says: “I
haveraisedthis intheAssembly
several times that the govern-
ment should conduct a survey,
rehabilitate those residing here
anddevelopthelake.ButtheBJP
government has no interest be-
cause this area isMuslim-dom-

inated... Theywant to keep this
issue alive for polarisation.”
Parmaraddsthatabout400-500
jhuggis in theconstituencyhave
Bengalis,mostofthemMuslims,
“whohavebeenstayingherefor
years, evendecades”.
The Jamalpur-Khadia

Assembly constituency under
whichManekChowkfallsisheld
by the Congress’s Imran
Khedawala. The LokSabha seat,
AhmedabadWest, isheldbythe
BJP’sKirit Solanki.
While Khedawala could not

be reached, BJP candidate
BhushanBhattsayshisestimate
is that “700-800 Bengalis”who
workintheconstituencyarevot-
ers.Hehasneverbeentoldabout
police harassment by them,
Bhatt says. “If we receive repre-
sentationregardingthis,wewill
surelyworkonthesame.”
The Aam Aadmi Party’s

Jamalpur-Khadia candidate,
Harun Nagori, refuses to com-
ment on issues such as the
DisturbedAreas Act, police ha-
rassment and accusations faced
by settlers of being illegal immi-
grants. “We only want to talk
aboutschools,hospitals,”hesays.
Theworstpart, the32-year-

oldunitownerofKTPlazasays,
is thatthereseemsnochangein
sight. The Disturbed Areas Act
keeps them bound, to both
these places and their migrant
identities.“Whilewedon’twant
to move out because we have
everything here, the rawmate-
rials,purchasers,wecannoteven
ifwewish to. TheActmeansno
Hindu is going to sell a shop to
us.Evenif theydo,thecollector’s
office asks for an NOC from all
theneighbouringshopsandthat
is practically impossible,” says
the 32-year-old, who lives in
Maninagar, an Assembly seat
representedbyModifor12years
asChiefMinister.

Thebacksideof theKTPlazabuilding(left),whichholdsnearly40goldunitsonits third
floor,with200labourersofBengalioriginsontheir rolls. SohiniGhosh

In spice capital, Patidar quota hot seat, AAP stirs BJP pot
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GUJARATBJPpresidentCRPaatil
SaturdaysaidthatduringPhase-
1 of theAssembly polls, 10 lakh
morevoteswerecastcompared
to 2017, and that the increased
votingwill favour theBJP.
“In Phase-1 of polling, 1.51

crore votes were cast. In the
same89seats in2017,1.41crore
votes were cast. Thismeans an
increaseof10 lakh inthevotes,”
Paatil said.
In this five-year period, the

totalnumberofvotersinGujarat
rose by 55 lakh, from4.35 crore
to4.9crore, a riseof 13%.
“In percentage terms, the

voting looks less... But the total
votes have increased,” he said,
addressing reporters. The
ElectionCommissionhasputthe
December1Phase-1 voting fig-
ures at 63.31%, lower than the
66.79% in2017.
On Saturday, the EC attrib-

uted thedeclinepartly tourban
voterapathy.
Claiming that the rise in

numberofvoterswillbenefitthe
BJP,Paatilsaidthepartywillcre-
atethreerecordsthistime:most
seats, the largest lead by candi-
dates, and record vote share for
theparty.
On the Opposition’s claims

that thewhole top brass of the
BJP being pressed into cam-
paigning showed the party’s
nervousness, Paatil said it was
natural for Prime Minister
NarendraModiandUnionHome
Minister Amit Shah to partici-
pate as Gujarat was their
“home”.
He urged people that on

December 5, the second phase
ofthepolls,theyshould“convert
their trust in PM Modi into
votes”.
Campaigningforthe93seats

thatwill vote in Phase-2 ended
onSaturday.

THEPIVOTALSEATOFUNJHA

UnjhaMehsana

AHMEDABAD

TOTALVOTERS:
`2.32 lakh
2017WINNER:AshaPatel,
Cong; joinedBJP, re-won
seat in2019bypoll,passed
awayfromdenguein
December2021
2017WINNINGMARGIN:
19,000votes;overBJP
runner-upNarayanPatel

● Modi’s one final pitch:
‘Development of 2 decades’

New Delhi



11WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS,DECEMBER4,2022 GOVT&POLITICS

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER3

FURTHERNUANCINGitsposition
on reservation for economically
weaker sections, the Congress
leadershiponSaturdaydecidedto
askthegovernmenttohavea“re-
think”ontheissueinParliament.
In theWinter Session,which

will begin nextweek, the party
willalsoseekdiscussionsonthree
issues: the border standoffwith
China,theeconomicsituationand
the government’s “interference”
in the functioning of constitu-
tionalauthorities.
TheCongresshadinitiallywel-

comedtheSupremeCourtjudge-
mentupholding10percentEWS
reservation in the general cate-
gory.Ithadarguedthatthe103rd
Constitutional Amendment,
whichprovideda10percentEWS
quota,wastheresultof aprocess
initiatedbytheManmohanSingh
governmentin2005-06withthe
appointment of the Sinho
Commissionthatsubmitteditsre-
portinJuly2010.
It tweaked its position after

several leaders, especially those
fromTamilNadu,toldtheleader-
shipthatitshouldnothaverushed
towelcome the judgement. The
partywas reminded that it had
been in favour of reservation for

economicallyweaker sectionsof
“all communities”without “af-
fecting existing reservations for
scheduledcastes,scheduledtribes
andOtherBackwardClasses”.
The party then said it was

“studying”theissuesraisedbythe
fivejudges“indetail”.
After a meeting of the

Congress’sParliamentarystrategy
group,AICCgeneral secretary in-
chargeofcommunicationJairam
Rameshsaidthepartywillseeka
discussion on the EWSquota in
the lightof the topcourt’s judge-
mentandaskthegovernmentto

“rethink” the issue. Themeeting
was chaired by Parliamentary
Party chairperson SoniaGandhi
andattendedbypartypresident
MallikarjunKharge and leaders
including Adhir Ranjan
ChowdhuryandPChidambaram.
The meeting was also at-

tendedbyKCVenugopal,Manish
Tewari and floor managers
ManickamTagoreandKodikunnil
Suresh.RameshsaidtheCongress
wasnotopposedtoEWSreserva-
tion.
“We had supported the

ConstitutionAmendmentBill in

Parliamentbuthadraisedseveral
questions… Then the matter
wenttotheSupremeCourt.Inthe
SupremeCourt,threejudgesruled
initsfavourbuttwoincludingthe
Chief Justice of India had raised
several questions. Our speakers
had raised these samequestions
inParliament....thereshouldbea
discussion in Parliament…and
there should be a rethink,”
Rameshsaid.
He asked why the BJP was

silentontheissueofacastecen-
sus.Whilethemeetingatthe10,
JanpathresidenceofGandhisaw
Khargeflaggingseveralissueson
which discussions should be
sought, thepartyhasdecidedto
focus broadly on three topics—
the continuing border standoff,
the economic situation includ-
ing unemployment, price rise,
andtheweakeningof therupee,
andthegovernment’s “interfer-
ence” in the functioningof con-
stitutionalauthoritiesincluding
withthetensionwiththehigher
judiciary.
Rameshallegedthatthegov-

ernment is tryingtomakeinde-
pendentconstitutionalauthori-
ties like an arm of the Prime
Minister’s Office. Ramesh said
Kharge will reach out to other
Opposition parties to arrive at a
consensusonseekingdiscussion
onthese issues.
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DAYS AFTER Israeli filmmaker
and jury chief of the
International Film Festival of
India (IFFI) in Goa Nadav Lapid
described The Kashmir Files as a
“propaganda”and“vulgar”film,
Israel’sambassadortoIndiaNaor
GilonSaturdaydisclosedthathe
receivedhate-filledanti-Semitic
messagespraisingHitlerandjus-
tifying the Holocaust following
thecontroversy.
Israli government had dis-

tanced itself from Lapid’s re-
marks,buttheIsraeli filmmaker
stood by them unfazed by the
widespreadcriticism.
On Saturday, the Israeli am-

bassadortweeted:“Justwanted
toshareoneofafewDMs(direct
messages) Igot inthisdirection.
Accordingtohisprofile, thisguy
hasaPhD.Eventhoughhedoes-
n’t deservemy protection, I de-
cidedtodeletehisidentifyingin-
formation.”
Gilonposteda screenshot of

a message he received on
Twitter that read: “Hitler was
great when he burned down
scums like you”. “Hitler was a
greatperson,"saidanothermes-

sage fromthesameaccount.
Hoursafterpostingthemes-

sage, Gilon, son of a Holocaust
survivor, said that he was
touched by the support he re-
ceived tohis latestpost.
“I’m touched by your sup-

port.ThementionedDMisinno
way reflective of the friendship
we enjoy in India, including on
socialmedia. Justwantedthisto
be a reminder that anti-
Semitism sentiments exist, we
need to oppose it jointly and
maintain a civilized level of dis-
cussion,”Gilonsaid.
Gilon had slammed the

Israeli filmmaker and said he
was“extremelyhurttoseereac-
tions in India" (to Lapid’s re-
marks) “that are doubting
Schindler’sList, theHolocaustand
worse”. TakingtoTwittertopost
an “open letter” to Lapid, Gilon
had said, “You should be
ashamed”. Gilon’s tweets were
retweetedbyUnionInformation
and Broadcasting Minister
AnuragThakur.

Israel’s
Ambassador
to India
NaorGilon

Israeli envoy receives
anti-Semitic messages
after Lapid’s remarksEXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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MALLIKARJUN KHARGE will
continue as Leader of the
OppositionintheRajyaSabhafor
somemore time, the Congress
signalled Saturday for the first
time. On September 30, Kharge
had sent in his resignation after
filinghisnominationforthepost

of Congress
president to
thethenparty
chief Sonia
Gandhi. This
was in line
with the
party’s ‘one
person, one
post’principle,
adoptedatthe
Udaipur

ChintanShivir.
Thepartyisyettochooseasuc-
cessor to Kharge, with several
leaders said to be lobbying for
the post of Rajya Sabha
Opposition leader. Congress
leaderJairamRameshsaidthere
wasnodiscussionontheissueat
the Congress meeting on
Saturday. Signalling thathewill
holdtwopositions,Rameshsaid
Kharge, as Congress president
and inhis “capacity” as LoP,will
hold discussions with other
Oppositionparties.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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CHIEF MINISTER Mamata
Banerjeeisscheduledtoleavefor
DelhionDecember4toattenda
meeting of all chief ministers
called by Prime Minister
NarendraModi on December 5
to discuss the preparatory
process for the G20 Summit in
2023.
According to Nabanna

sources, the chief ministermay
also hold a one-to-onemeeting
with PMModi where she will
discuss issues related toWest
Bengal. Besides, the Trinamool
Congress supremowill hold a
meetingwith partyMPs to dis-
cuss strategy for thewinter ses-
sion inParliament.
“TheCMwillattendameeting

ofallCMscalledbythePMonthe
G20Summit.Shewillalsoholda
meetingwithallourMPsandgive
us guidelines for thewinter ses-
sionoftheParliament,”confirmed
aseniorTMCleader.
“Banerjeewill guide give us

on the issues we have to raise
against the the Centre and how
wewill coordinate with other
like-minded parties in
Parliament,” said a senior TMC
MP.OnDecember6, Banerjee is
scheduled to visit Pushkar and
AjmerSharif inRajasthan.

SHUBHAJITROY
&DIVYAA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER3

IN ANOVEL diplomatic step,
India ismoving in to strategi-
callyengagewithanewgeopo-
liticalgrouping:theLusophone
(Portuguese-speaking coun-
tries)asDelhiwantstoleverage
theuntappedpotentialandthe
historicalconnect.
The Lusophone world is

spreadinninecountriesacross
fourcontinents,andPortuguese
isthemostwidely-spokenlan-
guage in the Southern
Hemisphere.Officials feel that
fromVascodaGamaonwards,
India’s Portuguese connection
has not been diplomatically
leveraged.
Withthisrealisation,tofur-

ther India’s engagementwith
the Lusophoneworld, India is
hosting a four-day cultural ex-
travaganza in Goa. The
International Lusophone
Festival kickedoff onSaturday
eveningattheRajBhavan,inthe
presenceofGoaChiefMinister
Pramod Sawant, and MoS
Culture and External Affairs
MeenakshiLekhi.
Portugueseisoneoftheof-

ficial languages of the conti-
nental organisations: African
Union, Organization of
American States, European
Unionandofmultipleregional
organisations, as well as offi-
cial language of UNESCO
General Conference. More
than 265-million speakers
worldwide;mostwidely spo-
ken language in the Southern
Hemisphere; regarded as the
languageof thefirstglobalisa-
tion in themodernera.
There is huge potential to

expand and strengthen trade
andeconomiccollaborationbe-
tweenIndiaandCommunityof
PortugueseLanguageCountries
(CPLP)countries,officialssaid.
OfficialssaidthatIndia’sen-

gagement intheCPLPcouldbe
asubstantialforcemultiplierfor
expanded cooperation in cut-
ting-edge fields of technology,
such as nanotechnology,
biotechnology, andmaterials
scienceforpost-Covidrecovery
and resilience. “This offers sig-
nificantopportunitiesforIndian
start-upsandotherinnovation-
focusedprivate enterprises to
access theCPLPhomemarkets
andoffertheirsolutions,which
could benefit the local popu-

lace,”theofficialsaid.
“There is ample scope for

win-win partnerships —
Portugal’s extraordinary expe-
rienceinthedevelopmentsec-
torinLusophoneAfrica;Brazil’s
new capabilities there; and
India’swillingnesstobecomea
collaborativeplayer in the sec-
tor,offersgreatpotentialfortri-
angular assistance and setting
up collaborative projects and
also scalingupbilateral devel-
opment cooperationprojects,”
the official said. The future of
CPLPcooperationlies instrate-
gicareasliketheblueeconomy,
renewable energy, defence,
connectivity,mobilityandtrade,
which are also focus areas for
theIndianeconomy,theofficial
said. In regard to cooperation
with India, theofficial saidthat
severalareascanbeconsidered
as avenues for cooperation, in-
cludingfoodsecurity,infrastruc-
tureandenergy.
Indiaalreadyofferstraining

to all CPLPmember states, ex-
cept Portugal, under the ITEC
andIAFSframeworks.Providing
technical expertise and capac-
ity building assistance toCPLP
countrieswillenhancepeople-
to-people connect, the official
said. India’s technological ad-
vancements in e-commerce,
digitalpaymentsystemsande-
governance could also be
sharedwithCPLPcountries for
mutualbenefit.

Congress leaderRahulGandhiaccompaniedbypeoplewith
disabilitiesonthe InternationalDayofPersonswith
DisabilitiesduringBharat JodoYatra inMPonSaturday. PTI
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Mallikarjun
Kharge

Kharge will
continue as Opp
leader in RS,
hints Congress

New Delhi prioritises
engaging Lusophone
world to tap potential

Cong tweaks plan, to seek govt
rethink on EWSquota in House

Mamata to
attend CMs’
meeting called
by PM on Dec 5

Lusophone (Portuguese-
speaking countries)
economiesareamongthe
fastest-growing in the
world,withBrazil,Angola,
Portugal,Mozambiquebe-
ing someof them. India’s
tradewiththeLusophone
worldhas grown six-fold
in the last decade. The
CommunityofPortuguese
LanguageCountries(CPLP)
or Lusophone
Commonwealth, was
founded in 1996. These
countries comprise ap-
proximately 300-million
people across four conti-
nents (Africa, Latin
America,AsiaandEurope).
IndiajoinedCPLPasanas-
sociate observer only in
July2021.

Emerging
economies

GoaChiefMinisterPramodSawantandUnionminister
MeenakshiLekhiwithartistsat InternationalLusophone
Festival inNewDelhion Saturday. Twitter

New Delhi
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CXØfSX ´fiQZVf VffÀf³f
AfUfÀf EUÔ VfWXSXe d³f¹fûþ³f A³fb·ff¦f-3

ÀfÔ£¹ff - 2993/AfNX-3-2022
»fJ³fDY: dQ³ffÔIY 03 dQÀf¸¶fSX, 2022

Àfc¨f³ff
¨fchdI Sfª¹f ÀfSI fS CØfS ´fiQZVf ³f¦fS d³f¹fûþ³f EUÔ dUI fÀf Ad²fd³f¹f¸f, 1973 IZ A²fe³f »ff¦fc
¸fWf¹fûþ³ffAûÔ IZ þûd³fÔ¦f S Z¦fb»fZVf³Àf ¸fZÔ ¹ff°ff¹ff°f EUÔ ´fdSUW³f ·fc-C´f¹fû¦f ¸fZÔ "ÀffUÊþd³fI -d³fþe
ÀfW·ffd¦f°ff (´fe.´fe.´fe.) IZ Af²ffS ´fS dUI dÀf°f dI E þf³fZ Uf»fZ ¶fÀf ÀMZVf³f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f dIi ¹ffAûÔ I e
A³fb¸f³¹f°ff IZ Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZÔ ´fcUÊ d³f¦fÊ°f Ad²fÀfc¨f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff - 2304 / 8-3-13-04E»f. ¹fc.Àfe. / 2010
dQ³ffÔI 31 A¢Mc¶fS, 2013 ¸fZÔ ÀfÔVfû²f³f þ`Àff dI ³fe¨fZ A³fbÀfc¨fe ¸fZÔ AÔdI °f W`, I S³ff ¨ffW°fe W`,
A°fEU A¶f CØfS ´fiQZVf Sf¿MÑ´fd°f Ad²fd³f¹f¸f (´fdS¿I fSûÔ ÀfdW°f ´fb³f: Ad²fd³f¹fd¸f°f) - 1974 õfSf
´fdS¿I fSûÔ ÀfdW°f ¹f±ff ´fb³f: Ad²fd³f¹fd¸f°f CØfS ´fiQZVf ³f¦fS ¹fûþ³ff EUÔ dUI fÀf Ad²fd³f¹f¸f, 1973
(Sf¿MÑ´fd°f Ad²fd³f¹f¸f ÀfÔ£¹ff - 11 Àf³fÐ 1973 ) I e ²ffSf-13 I e C´f²ffSf (3) IZ C´f¶f³²fûÔ IZ
A³fbÀfS¯f ¸fZÔ E°fïÐUfSf ¹fW Àfc¨f³ff þ³f°ff ÀfZ ´fiÀ°ffdU°f ÀfÔVfû²f³fûÔ IZ Àf¸¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ Af´fdØf¹ffÔ EUÔ ÀfbÓffU
Af¸fÔdÂf°f I S³fZ I e údá ÀfZ ´fiI fdVf°f I e þf°fe W`Ü Àf·fe Af´fdØf¹ffÔ EUÔ ÀfbÓffU d³fQZVfI , AfUfÀf ¶f³²fb
CØfS ´fiQZVf þ³f´f±f ¸ffIZ ÊM, »fJ³fD I û ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f AüS d»fdJ°f ø ´f ÀfZ 03 ´fid°f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ ´fiZd¿f°f dI ¹fZ þf³fZ
¨ffdWEÜ IZ U»f C³WeÔ Af´fdØf¹fûÔ EUÔ ÀfbÓffUûÔ ´fS dU¨ffS dI ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ff þû BÀf Àfc¨f³ff IZ Àf¸ff¨ffS ´fÂfûÔ
¸fZÔ ´fiI fVf³f I e d°fd±f ÀfZ 30 dQ³f IZ A³QS ´fif~ WûÔ¦fZÜ 1

A³fbÀfc¨fe

Ad²fÀfc̈ f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff-2304/8-3-13-

04E»f.¹fc.Àfe./2010 dQ³ffÔIY 31.10.2013 IYf ´f`SXf

ÀfÔ£¹ff EUÔ U°fȨ̂ ff³f ´fifdU²ff³f

´fiÀ°ffdU°f ÀfÔVfû²f³f

1 2

´f`SXf-4

"ÀffUÊþd³fI -d³fþe ÀfW·ffd¦f°ff (´fe.´fe.´fe.) IZ Af²ffS ´fS
dUI dÀf°f dI E þf³fZ Uf»fZ ¶fÀf ÀMZVf³f WZ°fb A³fb¸f³¹f ¶fZdÀfI
ER . E. AfS. IZ 55 ´fid°fVf°f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f dIi ¹ffEÔ
A³fb¸f³¹f WûÔ¦fe-

(1) ¶fÀf AüS ¹ffdÂf¹fûÔ ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ÀfbdU²ff¹fZÔ ¹f±ff-dMI M
¶fbdIÔ ¦f I fC¯MS, ´fi°feÃff»f¹f / dUßff¸ff»f¹f, þ»f´ff³f ¦fÈW þcÀf
/ À³f`I , ¶fbI ÀMf»f, ´fe.Àfe.Aû. E.Me.E¸f. R ÀMÊ EO ÀfbdU²ff,
Àff¸ff³f I Àf (¢»ffI Àf¸f), Vfü¨ff»f¹f EUÔ À³ff³f ¦fÈW ¶fÀf ÀfZ
Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ´fiVffÀfd³fI EUÔ A³¹f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f, ¶fþM ßfZ¯fe WûM»f
/ OfgS¸fZMÑe ´ffdIÔ Ê¦f, ¦ffOÊ ø ¸f AfdQ dIi ¹ff¹fZÔ Àff¸ff³¹f°f: A³fb¸f³¹f
Wû¦fe, (¶fÀf ÀMZVf³f ¸fZÔ A³fb¸f³¹f ÀMfg»Àf I f ÃfZÂfR »f Ad²fI °f¸f
15 U¦fÊ ¸feMS Wû¦ff) dþÀfIZ d»fE ´fi·ffU Vfb»I QZ¹f ³fWeÔ Wû¦ffÜ

(2) ´fe.´fe.´fe. ¸ffgO»f IZ Af²ffS ´fS dUI dÀf°f dI E þf³fZ Uf»fZ
¶fÀf ÀMZVf³f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f Ufd¯fdª¹fI C´f¹fû¦f WZ°fb A³fb¸f³¹f
¶fZdÀfI ER . E. AfS. IZ ³¹fc³f°f¸f 45 ´fid°fVf°f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f
d³f¸³f dIi ¹ffEÔ A³fb¸f³¹f I e þf³fe Wû¦fe:-

i) ¶fÀf ÀMZVf³f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f WûM»f (ßfe ÀMfS °fI )
SZÀMûSZ³M, Q`d³fI C´f¹fû¦f I e QbI f³fZ BÀf Vf°fÊ IZ A²fe³f
A³fb¸f³¹f WûÔ¦fZ dI d³fd¸fÊ°f / dUI dÀf°f ÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ ·fcJ¯O WZ°fb ´fWbh¨f
¸ff¦fÊ I e ³¹fc³f°f¸f ¨füOÞfBÊ 18 ¸feMS °f±ff ³f¹fZ / AdUI dÀf°f ÃfZÂf
¸fZÔ 24 ¸feMS Wû¦feÜ Cö dIi ¹ffAûÔ WZ°fb ´fi·ffU Vfb»I QZ¹f ³fWeÔ
Wû¦ffÜ

(iii) ´fi·ffU Vfb»I I e ²f³fSfdVf C´fSûö ´fiÀ°fS-(ii) ¸fZÔ
Cd»»fdJ°f ¸f»Me´»fZ¢Àf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f dÀf³fZ¸ff Wfg»Àf °f±ff
CÀfI e A³fb¿ffÔd¦fI dIi ¹ffAûÔ ¹f±ff dMI M dU³Oû À³f`I ÀMfg»f,
½fZÔdM Ô¦f »ffC³þ EUÔ ´fiÀff²f³f AfdQ IZ °f»f ÃfZÂfR »f I û ¶fÀf
ÀMZVf³f W Z°fb A³fb¸f³¹f ¶fZdÀfI ER .E.AfS. IZ 45 ´fid°fVf°f ÀfZ
dU·ffdþ°f I S³fZ ´fS ´fif~ ·fcd¸f ¹fû ÃfZÂfR »f ´fS QZ¹f Wû¦fe °f±ff
BÀfI e ¦f¯f³ff ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f ³ff¦fS IZ ¸fWf¹fûþ³ff þûd³fÔ¦f S Z¦fb»fZVf³Àf
¸fZÔ ÀfVf°fÊ A³fb¸f³¹f dIi ¹ffAûÔ W Z°fb d³f²ffÊdS°f R f¸fÊc»fZ IZ A³fbÀffS
I e þfE¦fe

´f`SXf-4

"ÀffUÊþd³fI -d³fþe ÀfW·ffd¦f°ff (´fe.´fe.´fe. IZ Af²ffS ´fS
dUI dÀf°f dI E þf³fZ Uf»fZ ¶fÀf ÀMZVf³f WZ°fb A³fb¸f³¹f ¶fZdÀfI
ER . E.AfS. IZ 55 ´fid°fVf°f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f dIi ¹ffEÔ
A³fb¸f³¹f WûÔ¦fe:-

(1) ¶fÀf AüS ¹ffdÂf¹fûÔ ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ÀfbdU²ff¹fZÔ ¹f±ff-dMI M
¶fbdIÔ ¦f I fC¯MS, ´fi°feÃff»f¹f / dUßff¸ff»f¹f, þ»f- ´ff³f¦fÈW /
I` ³Me³f / SZÀMûSZ³M, þcÀf / À³f`I ¶fbI ÀMf»f, ´fe.Àfe.Aû.
E.Me.E¸f. R ÀMÊ EO ÀfbdU²ff / ¢»fed³fI (IZ U»f ¶fÀf ¹ffdÂf¹fûÔ
IZ ´fi¹fûþ³f WZ°fb ) Àff¸ff³f I Ãf (¢»ffgI ø ¸f), Vfü¨ff»f¹f EUÔ
À³ff³f¦fÈW, ¶fÀf ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ´fiVffÀfd³fI EUÔ A³¹f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f,
¶fþM ßfZ¯fe WûM»f / OfgS¸fZMÑe / ¦fZÀM WfCÀf, ´ffdIÔ Ê¦f, ¦ffOÊ ø ¸f
AfdQ dIi ¹ffEÔ Àff¸ff³¹f°f: A³fb¸f³¹f Wû¦fe, ( ¶fÀf ÀMZVf³f ¸fZÔ
A³fb¸f³¹f ÀMf»Àf I f ÃfZÂfR »f Ad²fI °f¸f 15 U¦fÊ ¸feMS Wû¦ff)
dþÀfIZ d»fE ´fi·ffU Vfb»I QZ¹f ³fWeÔ Wû¦ffÜ

(2) ´fe.´fe.´fe. ¸ffgO»f IZ Af²ffS ´fS dUI dÀf°f dI E þf³fZ Uf»fZ
¶fÀf ÀMZVf³f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f Ufd¯fdª¹fI C´f¹fû¦f WZ°fb A³fb¸f³¹f
¶fZdÀfI ER .E.AfS. IZ ³¹fc³f°f¸f 45 ´fid°fVf°f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f
dIi ¹ffEÔ A³fb¸f³¹f I e þf³fe WûÔ¦fe:-

(i) ¶fÀf ÀMZVf³f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¹f±ff d³fþe EUÔ I fg´fûS ÊZM
I f¹ffÊ»f¹f, ¶f`ÔI , Ufd¯fdª¹fI EUÔ ½¹ff´ffdSI I f¹ffÊ»f¹f, WûM»f,
SZÀMûSZ³M, ¢»fed³fI (IZ U»f ¶fÀf ¹ffdÂf¹fûÔ IZ ´fi¹fûþ³f WZ°fb),
E.Me.E¸f. Q`d³fI C´f¹fû¦f I e QbI f³fZ BÀf Vf°fÊ IZ A²fe³f
A³fb¸f³¹f WûÔ¦fZ dI d³fd¸fÊ°f / dUI dÀf°f ÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ ·fcJ¯O WZ°fb ´fWbh¨f
¸ff¦fÊ I e ³¹fc³f°f¸f ¨füOÞfBÊ 18 ¸feMS °f±ff ³f¹fZ / AdUI dÀf°f ÃfZÂf
¸fZÔ 24 ¸feMS Wû¦feÜ Cö dIi ¹ffAûÔ WZ°fb ´fi·ffU Vfb»I QZ¹f ³fWeÔ
Wû¦ff Ü

BÀfIZY Ad°fdöY WXûMX»f ÀfZ B°fSX ´fiÀ°ffdU°f IY³UZÔVf³f
ÀfZ¯MXSX, ¶fh¢½fZMX WXfg»f AfgdOXMXûdSX¹f¸f, IYf³RiYZ³Àf E¯OX ¸fedMXÔ¦f
WXf»f ¢»f¶f, ½¹fUÀffd¹fIY EUÔ Ufd¯fdª¹fIY dIiY¹ffEÔ þ`ÀfZ
ÀfdUÊÀf A´ffMXÊ¸fZ³MXÐÀf, ÀffBÊ¶fSX I`YRZY, UZÔdOX¦f ¸fVfe³f, WXfgÀMX»f
´fSX ´fi·ffU Vfb»IY QZ¹f WXû¦ffÜ

(iii) ´fi·ffU Vfb»I I e ²f³fSfdVf C´fSûö ´fiÀ°fS -(ii) ¸fZÔ
Cd»»fdJ°f ¸f»Me´»fZ¢Àf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f dÀf³fZ¸ff Wfg»Àf °f±ff CÀfI e
A³fb¿ffÔd¦fI dIi ¹ffAûÔ ¹f±ff dMI M dU³Oû, À³f`I ÀMfg»f, UZdMÔ¦f
»ffC³þ EUÔ ´fiÀff²f³f, AfdQ IZ °f»f ÃfZÂfR »f I û ¶fÀf ÀMZVf³f
WZ°fb A³fb¸f³¹f ¶fZdÀfI ER . E.AfS. ÀfZ dU·ffdþ°f I S³fZ ´fS ´fif~
·fcd¸f IZ ÃfZÂfR »f ´fS QZ¹f Wû¦fe °f±ff BÀfI e ¦f¯f³ff ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f ³f¦fS
IZ ¸fWf¹fûþ³ff þûd³fÔ¦f S Z¦fb»fZVf³Àf ¸fZÔ ÀfVf°fÊ A³fb¸f³¹f dIi ¹ffAûÔ
WZ°fb d³f²ffÊdS°f R f¸fc»fÊZ IZ A³fbÀffS I e þfE¦feÜ

BÀfIZY Ad°fdSXöY WXûMX»f ÀfZ B°fSX ´fiÀ°ffdU°f IY³UZÔVf³f
ÀfZ¯MXSX, ¶f`Ô¢½fZMX WXfg»f, AfgdOXMXûdSX¹f¸f, IYfRiZY³Àf E¯OX ¸fedMXÔ¦f
WXf»f, ¢»f¶f, ½¹fUÀffd¹fIY EUÔ Ufd¯fdª¹fIY dIiY¹ffEÔ þ`ÀfZ
ÀfdUÊÀf A´ffMXÊ ¸fZ³MXÐÀf, ÀffBÊ¶fSX I`YRZY, ½fZZÔdOXÔ¦f ¸fVfe³f,
WXfgÀMX»f, WXZ°fb ·fe ´fi·ffU Vfb»IY IYe ¦f¯f³ff CX´fSXûöYf³fbÀffSX
IYe þf¹fZ¦feÜ

WXÀ°ff./-
( d³fd°f³f SX¸fZVf ¦fûIY¯fÊ )
´fi¸fbJ Àfd¨fU Ü

UPID-182596 Date 03/12/2022
www.upgov.nic.in

Section-1 Notice Inviting Tender
(NIT) TENDER NOTICE
NO.:04/2022 Date: 01.12.2022

Uttar Pradesh Power Transmission
Corporation Ltd (UPPTCL), Lucknow
Office of the Superintending Engineer,
Electricity 765/400kV Substation Design
Circle, 1113, Shakti Bhawan Extension.
14. Ashok Marg, Lucknow invites bid (in e-
tendering mode only) under Single Stage
Two Part Bidding System from reputed
corporate entity incorporated under the
Companies Act 1956 (Companies Act
2013 having domicile in India engaged in
the business of EPC/Turnkey Contracts
for Procurement Of Works (Sub-station
Works) i.e. Engineering, Supply, Erection
and Commissioning of 04 Nos. 132kV GIS
Line Bays at 400kV GIS Substation Noida
Sec-123 of UPPTCL at an Estimated Cost
of Rs. 9.13,00,000.00 (Rupees Nine Crore
Thirteen Lacs Only) on "EPC/Turnkey
Contract Basis". Complete set of bidding
document is available on the official e-
tender portal of UPPTCL
"etender.up.nic.in" and website of
UPPTCL "www.upptcl.org" from dt.
01/12/2022 / 16:00 Hrs.up to dt.
03/01/2023 / 16:00 Hrs. Interested bidders
may visit UPPTCL's official web site
"www.upptcl.org" and official e-Tender
Portal of UPPTCL "etender.up.nic.in" for
amendment /errata /corrigendum (if any)
and any other information regarding this
tender . Note: Bidders are requested to
regularly visit website and official e-Tender
Portal of UPPTCL only for amendment
/errata /corrigendum (if any) and any other
information regarding this tender, as the
same shall be published only on the
website and official e-Tender Portal of
UPPTCL. Sd/- Superintending Engineer,
Electricity 765/400KV Substation
Design Circle,1113, Shakti Bhawan
Extension, 14. Ashok Marg, Lucknow-
226001 Àfa.-516/BÊ.EÀf.Oe.-8/180/II dQ³ffaI : 02,
dQÀfa¶fS, 2022

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER3

THEGUJARAT government has
opposedintheSupremeCourtthe
bailpleasof someconvictsof the
2002Godhra trainburning case,
sayingtheywerenotmerestone-
pelters and their acts prevented
peoplefromescapingtheburning
coach.
OnFebruary27,2002,59peo-

ple were killed when the S-6
coachof Sabarmati Expresswas
burntatGodhra,triggeringtheri-
otsinthestate.
Themattercameupforhear-

ing on Friday before a bench of
Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud
andJusticePSNarasimha.
The apex court,while asking

thestatetospecifytheindividual
rolesoftheconvicts,observedthat
bail pleas of thosewhowere ac-
cused of stone pelting could be
considered as theyhave already
spent17-18yearsinjail.
Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta, appearing for the stateof
Gujarat,saidtheseconvictsthrew
stones on the trainwhich pre-
ventedpeoplefromescapingthe
burningcoach.
"It is not a caseofmere stone

pelting,"hetoldthebench.
Mehtatoldthebenchthatap-

peals filed by the convicts in the
topcourtagainsttheOctober2017
verdictof theGujaratHighCourt,
which hadupheld their convic-
tioninthecase,couldbelistedfor
hearing.
He told the bench that he

would examine the individual
rolesoftheseconvictsandapprise
thebenchaboutit.
The bench has posted the

matter for further hearing on
December15. InitsOctober2017
judgement, the high court had
commuted to life imprisonment
thedeathsentenceawardedto11
convictsintheGodhratrainburn-
ingcase.Ithadupheldthelifesen-
tence awarded to 20 other con-
victsinthecase.
On November 11, the apex

courthadextendedtheperiodof
interimbailgrantedtooneof the
convictsuntilMarch31,2023.
It hadnoted that onMay13,

thetopcourthadgrantedhimin-
terimbail for sixmonths on the
ground that hiswifewas suffer-
ing from terminal stage cancer
and his daughterswere differ-
ently-abled. In its November 11
order, the benchhadnoted that
havingdueregardtothesituation
which continues to subsist, "we
extend theperiodof interimbail
untilMarch31,2023onthesame
termsandconditions".

Thane boy dies in school mishap

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER3

POPULAR TIKTOK starMegha
Thakur,knownforhervideosad-
vocating for bodypositivity, has
died, her parents have an-
nounced.Shewas21.
The Indian-origin Canadian

influencer passed away "sud-
denly and unexpectedly" on
November24,herparentssaidin
a statement on her official
Instagrampage.
"Itiswithheavyheartsweannouncethelight

of our life, our kind, caring, andbeautiful daugh-
ter,Megha Thakur, suddenly andunexpectedly
passedawayonNovember24, 2022 in the early
morninghours," itsaid.
The influencer lived inBrampton,Ontario in

Canada andenjoyedahuge followingonTikTok
andInstagramowingtovideosaboutbodypositiv-
ity and self-confidence. Shehadover 9 lakh fol-
lowersonTikTokand1lakhonInstagram.
Intheirstatement,Thakur'sparentsdescribed

herasaconfidentandindependentyoungwoman.
AfuneralservicewasheldonNovember29.

Gujarat opposes bail
pleas of some Godhra
convicts in top court

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,DECEMBER3

THEALLAHABADHighCourthas
granted bail to two owners and
themanager of Levana hotel in
Lucknow’s Hazratganj, where a
fire resulted in thedeathof four
people and injuries to seven on
September5.Thethreeaccused
who were granted bail by the
court on November 28, were
lodgedinjailafterbeingarrested
onSeptember5and6.
The fire was suspected to

have originated as a result of a
shortcircuit inthecontrol room
wherecomputerswereinstalled
ontheground floor.
BailwasgrantedbytheHigh

Court to owners of the hotel
Rahul Agarwal, Rohit Agarwal
andmanagerSagarSrivastava.
Whilegrantingbail totheac-

cused, Justice Dinesh Kumar
Singh on November 28 said, “I
finda little substance in thesub-
missionoflearnedcounselforthe
accused-applicantsthatitmaybe
difficult for the prosecution to
sustainthechargeunderSections
304and308IPC.Theremayhave
been some infraction of regula-
toryrequirements torunahotel,
but thatwouldnot amount that
theaccused-applicantshavebeen
negligent or they failed to take
due care of their guests or they
had knowledge of the fire acci-
dent, which would result in
death/injuriestotheguests.”
The court added, “To attract

the provisions of Section 304
(culpablehomicidenotamount-
ing tomurder) IPC, there has to
beknowledgeofanaccusedthat
hisactwouldlikelycausedeath.”
The court also said that “of-

fence under Section 308 (at-
tempttocommitculpablehomi-
cide) IPC may also not get
attractedinthefactsandcircum-
stancesof thecase”.

Indo-Canadian TikTok
star known for body
positivity videos dies

MAHENDER
SINGHMANRAL
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER3

PROBING INTO the cyberattack
on some servers at the All India
InstituteofMedicalSciences(AI-
IMS) in Delhi, the Indian
Computer EmergencyResponse
Team(CERT-In)hasfoundthatno
measureswereimplementedby
AIIMScomputerfacultyforsecur-
ingthenetwork; thatnopolicies
weredefinedontheirfirewalland
intheirnetwork;andmostofthe
switcheswereunmanaged.
CERT-In, the country’s pre-

mier cybersecurity agency, has
also found that all files anddata
in the infected servers of AIIMS
displays themessage, “free de-
cryptionasaguarantee,youcan
send us upto three free de-
crypted filesbeforepayment”.
DelhiPolicehasregisteredan

FIR under IPC Section 385 (put-
ting a person in fear of injury in
ordertocommitextortion),66
and66-FITActafterreceiving
acomplaint fromoneNaresh
KumarYadav,anassistantse-
curityofficeratAIIMS.
“InitialanalysisofCERT-In

has foundthat fourservers—
two application servers, one
database server and one
backup server —were found
infected,” a source said. “A
team of CERT-In found that
theencryptionwastriggered
by one of the Windows
servers attached in the same
network, but files of this
serverwerenotencrypted.”
Yadavtoldthepolice inhis

complaintthathereceivedinfor-
mationfromoneDrPoojaGupta,
professorin-charge,computerfa-
cility, AIIMS, on ransomware at-
tack on thepremier institution's
e-hospital servers onNovember
23. The FIR stated that after two
encryptedmails,therewasames-
sage: “whathappened,your files
are encrypted, all files are pro-
tectedbystrongencryptionwith
RSA-2048, there is nopublic de-
cryption software, what is the
price torepair, thepricedepends
onhowfastyoucanpaytous,af-
terreceivingmoney,wewillsend
programandprivatekeystoyour
IT department right now, donot
attempt todecrypt yourdata af-
terusingthirdpartysoftware,this
mayresultinpermanentdataloss,
ourprogramcanrepairall files in
fewminutes and all serverswill
work perfectly same as before,
freedecryptionasguarantee,you
can send us upto three free de-
cryptedfilesbeforepayment.”
A source said that CERT-In

found after checking all AIIMS
systems that nomeasureswere
implemented by its computer
faculty to secure the network,
and the institution had no poli-
ciesdefinedontheavailablefire-
wall. “Most of their switches
were unmanaged,” the source
said. “All the infected servers
weredisconnectedbya teamof
National Informatics Centre
(NIC) from the network and in-
ternettoavoidspreadingofcon-
tamination toother services.”
The NIA has sent a team to

AIIMS. Besides CERT-In andNIC
teams, a teamfromtheDefence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) is also
looking into thematter, sources
said.DelhiPolice,theIntelligence
Bureau, CBI andHomeMinistry
arealsoprobing the incident.
Initialinvestigationhasalsore-

vealed that the attacker has two
proton mail addresses —
“dog2398”and“mouse63209”—
whichhavebeen identified from
theheadersoftheencryptedfiles.
“Thebreachinsecurityhaspartic-
ularlyaffectede-hospitalapplica-
tion, which was provided and
managed byNIC since 2011-12,
stoppingtheonlinefunctioningof
OPD, emergency and other pa-
tient care services in the AIIMS
premises,”asourcesaid.
DCP (Cyber Crime Unit)

PrashantPriyaGautamhadsaid:
“Theforensic imagesof impacted
servershavebeensenttothelabfor
analysis.Analysisisunderprocess.
AIIMSadministrationandother
agenciesareinprocessofrestoring
theservice.Noransomdemandhas
beenbroughttonotice.”

Theransomwareattacktook
placeonAIIMS’s serverson
November23. File

UP hotel
blaze: HC
grants bail
to 3 accused

Probing server attack,
CERT-In finds holes in
AIIMS cyber security
Fourservers infected,nomeasureswere implemented
bycomputer faculty tosecure thenetwork, findsagency

Thane:A four-year-old boydied
in Bhiwandi, in Maharashtra's
Thanedistrict,onSaturdayafter
amarble slabof a school's com-
poundwall fell on him, a police
official said.
The child was identified as

Anand Kushwaha, who was

playing at the time near the
schoolinTawreCompoundarea,
hesaid.Hewasdeclareddeadon
arrival at a nearby hospital, the
official said.
Hesaidthechildandhisfam-

ilyhadcometoresideinthearea
nineweeksago. PTI

Megha
Thakur

New Delhi
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ATRIMITRA
BHUPATINAGAR(EAST
MIDNAPORE)DECEMBER3

THREE PERSONS, including a
TMC booth president, were
killed in an explosion at the
house of one of the victims in
Nariabila village of East
Midnaporedistrictaround11pm
on Friday night. Police said pre-
liminary investigations suggest
that the explosion happened
during “making of crude socket
bomb”.
Thosekilledhavebeeniden-

tified as RajkumarManna (55),
booth president of TMC, his
brotherDebkumarManna (46),
and one Biswajit Gayen (35).
Police said the blast occurred at
Rajkumar's house, which is
about a kilometre fromwhere
TMC national general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee addressed a
rallyonSaturday.
The incident led to awar of

words between the BJP and the
ruling TMC. TheBJP accused the
rulingpartyofpromoting“bomb-
making industry” in the state,

whiletheTMCsaidtheblastwas
anattemptatspoilingBanerjee's
SaturdayrallyatContai.
According to eyewitnesses

andpolice, theexplosionwasso
powerful that it ripped off the
concretewallandtheroofof the
house.
An officer of Bhupati Nagar

police station said, “Our team
went to the blast site last night.
We found no one in the house
that was totally damaged. On
Saturdaymorning, villagers in-
formed us of bodies a few kilo-
metresaway fromtheblast site.
We sent the bodies for post-
mortem.”
When this correspondent

visitedtheBhupatiNagarpolice
station on Saturday hewas in-
formedthatnocomplaintorFIR
was lodged. Even the blast site
wasnotcordoned.
MonojMahapatraofBhupati

Nagar police station said on
Saturday, “We are busy with
VVIP movement in view of
Abhishek Banerjee's rally at
Kanthi...halfofourpersonnelare
engaged there. We think, the
postmortemwill be conducted

onSundayandanFIRwillalsobe
registered.”
Rajkumar's daughterMayna

Bera saidpolice failed to cordon
thearea.“WhenIcamehereinthe
morning,Ifoundnopoliceperson-
nel. I collected somedocuments
butmanythingsIamyettofind.”
Nariabila resident Mampa

Das, 26, said, “For three-four
months, we have been hearing
explosions. It wasmuch louder
yesterday... itshookourhouses.”
Another villager Kshudiram

Das said, “Many times, we in-
formed the police [about fre-
quent explosions] but nobody
bothered toconducta search.”
BJP national vice-president

Dilip Ghosh held the TMC re-
sponsible for the incident,
adding“bomb-makingindustry
is flourishing in the state”. The
partyalsosoughtNIAinvestiga-
tion into thematter.
TMC,however, deniedall al-

legations,sayingthepartyhasno
connectionwith theexplosion.
Leader of Opposition

Suvendu Adhikari tweeted, “3
dead & 2 others grievously in-
jured as TMC leader's house

blows up in explosion at
Bhupatinagar, Bhagabanpur ii
Block,PurbaMedinipurdistrict.
TMC leader Rajkumar Manna
wasmakingbombsathishome
when this high intensity explo-
sion happened. I demand
@NIA_India Investigation.”
BJP state president Sukanta

Majumder said, “In
@MamataOfficial’s rule, bomb
making is their [TMCworkers]
favourite business.Many of the
TMCleadersarethreattothese-
curityof Bengal andnation.”
AccordingtotheBJPMLAfrom

Bhagabanpur constituency,
RabindranathMaiti,theblasttook
place because of the explosives
stocked at Rajkumar's house,
meantformanufacturingbombs.
“Thereisanattemptonpartofthe
local administration to hush up
theentireincident,”Maitialleged.
TMCMPShantanuSen,how-

ever, claimed, “BJPattacked this
house last night. They basically
wanted to spoil Abhishek
Banerjee'smeetingbecausethey
knewif thisrallywillbesuccess-
ful, then theywill be finished in
EastMidnapore.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,DECEMBER3

DEMANDING THAT criteria be
fixedfortheselectionofpersons
for the post of state Governors,
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray on Saturday said his
partywill soonannounceapro-
grammeagainst those insulting
thestateand its icons.
Speakingtomediapersonsat

Matoshree in Mumbai,
Thackeray said Maharashtra
GovernorBhagatSinghKoshyari
has been insulting revered fig-
ures like Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj and social reformers
Jyotiba Phule and Savitribai
Phule.Headdedthatastatemin-
ister (BJP leader Mangal Singh
Lodha)hasalsocomparedChief
Minister Eknath Shinde's "be-
trayal" (rebellion in June that
broughtdowntheMVAgovern-
ment) to thewarrior king's es-
cape fromAgra and "such peo-

plecontinuetoremaininoffice”.
"Governorsaretherepresen-

tative of the President of India.
There must be a set criteria to
appoint a Governor. I demand
framing of such rules. It should
not happen that just because
someone is closer to the party
ruling at the Centre, the person
isappointedasGovernorevenif
he or she is not eligible,” he
added.
Reiterating his appeal to the

people to join hands against
those insulting the state and its
icons, Thackeray said, “Wewill
announce a programme in the
coming days. Talks have been
heldwith other parties too.We
don’twanttojustlimitourselves
toaMaharashtrabandh.”

IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,DECEMBER3

BREAKING THE pattern of
Namibian cheetahs killing only
cheetals,afemalecheetah,Asha,
preyed on a nilgai (Asian ante-
lope)calf inherthirdhuntatthe
KunoNationalPark,onSaturday
morning.
According to Madhya

Pradesh forest officials, Asha
killedthenilgaicalfestimatedto
weigh25-30kg,givingcredence
to thebelief that theAfricanbig
cats will eventually diversify
theirkill base.
Speaking to The Indian

Express,ChiefWildlifeWardenJ
SChauhansaid, “Beforetranslo-
catingcheetahs toKuno-Palpur,
discussions were held around
their prey base. It was believed
thattheseAfricancheetahsmay
not be able to kill a cheetal or a
nilgai. But Asha, who is the
smallest among the lot,manag-
ingtohuntdownanilgaicalf isa
veryencouragingsign.”
He said that they will now

work towards increasing nilgai
and cheetal numbers towiden
preybase for thecheetahs.
With the International

Cheetah Day falling on
December4,forestofficialsatthe
Kuno are organising awareness

drivesamongthevillagers.
AlltheeightAfricancheetahs

translocated fromNamibia on

September17werereleasedinto
alargerenclosureonNovember
28. The release was done in a
staggeredmannerstartingwith
malebrothersFreddieandElton
on November 5. Three female
cheetahs— Savanah, Sasha and
Sayyaya—werethelasttobere-
leased on November 28, com-
pleting the first phase of accli-
matisation period of cheetahs
into theirnewhabitat.
Savana, Sasha and Sayyaya

are being closelymonitored as
sinceNovember28astheyhave
not made a single big kill yet.
Theyaresurvivingonsmallkills
suchashare.Attheirquarantine
bomas, all cheetahs were fed

buffalomeat.
Forest officials pointed out

that unlike the five other chee-
tahs, these three female chee-
tahs were born in thewild but
raised in semi-wild conditions
underconstantcareandprotec-
tion of wildlife experts at
Cheetah Conservation Fund
(CCF) inNamibia.
“Such animals take a little

longer to adjust andmake kills
inthenewenvironment.Wewill
have towait andwatch,” said a
senior forest official, requesting
anonymity.
The three female cheetahs

have been kept in a 1.5-sq-km
grassland enclosure having a

good prey base. “It is true that
thesethreefemalecatswillhave
tolearntohuntbuttheyaremak-
ingconstantefforts.Wearehope-
fulthatwewillsoongettohearof
their firsthunt,”saidChauhan.
Meanwhile, with the

EnvironmentMinister signinga
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in South
African foranother12cheetahs,
the translocation is expected to
take place as early as by mid-
December.
Once these 12 cheetahs ar-

rive, the eight at Kunowill have
to be released into the wild to
create space for the new guests
once theirmonth-long quaran-

tineperiodends.
“Considering that these 12

cheetahshavebeenquarantined
inSouthAfricaforlong,itwould-
n'tbewisetoprolongtheirquar-
antine beyond what is neces-
sary,”saidanotherforestofficial.
Officials said Elton and

Freddie were doing extremely
well,whileOban,too,wasshow-
ing encouraging results. The of-
ficials described Oban a “habit-
ualhunter”.
However, Chauhan said,

“TheseeightNamibiancheetahs
willnotbereleasedintothefree
range until we are absolutely
sure that theyhavebecomeace
hunters.”

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER3

THEATTACKon a police station
lastweekbyfisherfolkprotesting
against the construction of the
Vizhinjamport inKerala,andthe
comments made against a
Muslimminister by a Catholic
priestwhoisattheforefrontofthe
agitation, haveprovided the rul-
ingCPI(M)anopportunitytospin
acommunalangletotheprotests.
Fishermenintheregionhave

been protesting against the
AdaniGroupportprojectforthe
past fourmonths, alleging that
its construction is causingmas-
sive erosionandmay takeaway
their livelihoods. Following de-
mands of an impact study,
among others, the project was
suspended formore than three
months.AKeralaHighCourtor-

der resumed the construction
lastweek, sparking thestandoff
thatledtotheviolenceatthepo-
lice station.
On Monday, Fisheries

Minister VAbdurahiman called
the protests “treason”.
Respondingtotheremark,Father

TheodaciousD'Cruz,convenerof
theanti-seaportprojectcommit-
tee of the Latin Catholic
Archdiocese of
Thiruvananthapuram,saidthere
was “a terrorist in theminister’s
name”. D’Cruz apologised but
Abdurahimanrejectedit.

The ruling CPI(M) is hoping
that the violence, coupledwith
the controversial remarkby the
priest,woulddentpopular sup-
port for the fishermen's cause.
Thepartyhasensuredthatboth
the issues stayalive since.
CPI(M) state secretary and

PolitburomemberMVGovindan
accusedD’Cruzof having “aper-
vertedmindsetofcommunalism”.
Minister P AMohammedRiyas
said:“Thepriestistryingtocreate
anenvironmenttopromotethein-
terestsoftheSanghParivar.”
While the BJP has been try-

ing towoo the Christian vote in
Kerala,onthebackof their fears
regardingMuslimfundamental-
ism,ontheseaportproject,both
the BJP and CPI(M) are on the
sameside.Leadersfromthetwo
parties recently shared a venue
demanding completion of the
project. Weakening of the
protest suitsbothparties.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHENNAI, DECEMBER3

SOFTENING ITS stance towards
Governor R N Ravi, the Tamil
Nadu government on Saturday
expressedhopethatRaviwould
quickly sign the Bill prohibiting
online gambling and regulating
onlinegames.
This comes after the DMK-

ledgovernmenthadinitiallycrit-
icisedRaviover thedelay ingiv-
ing theBill his assent.
The Tamil Nadu Prohibition

of Online Gambling and
RegulationofOnlineGamesBill,
2022, is expected to be signed
into law by the Governor "very
soon," state Law Minister S
RegupathysaidonSaturday.
Regupathy, who led a gov-

ernment delegation on

Thursday tomeetRavi to clarify
issuestheGovernorbroughtup,
also said, "Weweren't blaming
the Governor. All we askedwas
thathenotputoff givingthebill
his assent.”
The minister added, "We

have clarified all his questions
andexplainedourposition.”
Regupathy said the govern-

ment received the Governor's
approval for the Ordinance on
October4,andafterformulating
the rules and regulations, a
GovernmentOrder (GO)was to
beissued."However,onOctober
5,itwasdecidedintheAssembly

thatwewill pass a Bill and sub-
mit it for the Governor's ap-
proval. We did publish the
Ordinance in the government
gazette,”hesaid.
The Bill, drafted in response

to recommendations from a
committee led by retired judge,
JusticeKChandru,statesthatno
onlinegamesproviderwilloffer
onlinegamblingservices,permit
playing of any online game of
chancespecifiedwithmoneyor
other stakes, or allowplayingof
any other online game in viola-
tionof therules, inany form.
Tamil Nadu is taking action

againstonlinerummyforthesec-
ond time. In 2021, the then
AIADMK government did so
throughalawthatwaslaterover-
turnedbyMadrasHighCourton
the grounds that it lacked suffi-
cientevidenceandjustification.

ABHISHEKANGAD
CHAIBASA,DECEMBER3

AJHARKHAND-BASEDrightsor-
ganisationhas released a report
alleging that security forces in
West Singhbhum district had
“brutally”beatuppeoplefromthe
tribal community and allegedly
molestedwith“intentiontorape”
anadolescentgirl. Aseniorpolice
official saidnosuchincidentwas
broughttohisnotice.
Jharkhand Janadhikar

Mahasabha, in the report re-
leased Friday, said the incident
tookplaceonNovember11dur-
ingasearchoperation inaWest
Singhbhumdistrictvillage.
Chaibasa Superintendent of

PoliceAshutoshShekharsaid,“It
isthesamereleasewhichMaoists
[the banned CPI(Maoist) outfit]
hadissuedandwecametoknow
(aboutit).NowtheMahasabhais
contending the same.We brief
our personnel regularly on their
conductandthishasnotcometo

mynoticesofar.”
He added: “Some villagers

werebeatenupbyMaoistsafew
days ago, and the security per-
sonnelgavethemmedicinesand
helped them. Anyway, wewill
look into theallegations.”
Founded in 2018, Jharkhand

JanadhikarMahasabhaisacoali-
tion of several groups and ac-
tivists, including development
economist Jean Dreze and ac-
tivist-journalistDayamaniBarla.
Its report stated: "...the team

foundthatduringsearchopera-
tion, security forces beat up
Adivasis (including women),
abused a girlwith the intention
ofrapingher,anddestroyedpeo-
ple’s belongings. The forces en-
tered the house an elderly
widow.... Then two jawans held
heradolescentdaughter'shands
andathirdjawanmolestedher.”
Deputy Commissioner

AnanyaMittalsaid:“Wehavere-
ceived the fact-finding report.
Wewillactaccordinglyafterver-
ifying theallegations.”

ThedamagedhousefollowingabombblastatBhupatiNagar inPurbaMedinipurdistrictofWestBengalonSaturday.Express

TN govt hopeful of Governor nod
for Bill curbing online gambling

PoliceinVizhinjamaftertheattackonthepolicestation.PTI/File

RulingDMKhadcriticisedRNRavi fordelay insigningBill

TamilNadu
Governor
RNRavi

ShivSena
(UBT)chief
Uddhav
Thackeray

Adani port protests: CPM hopes wind
changing after violence, priest’s remarks

Rights group alleges forces
assaulted locals, molested
girl; SP says no such info

INTERNATIONAL CHEETAH DAY TODAY: OFFICIALS NOW LOOK TO INCREASE NILGAI AND CHEETAL NUMBERS

Female Kuno cheetah kills nilgai calf in sign of diversifying prey base

Asha is thesmallestamong
theeightcheetahs inKuno

Targeting Koshyari,
Uddhav seeks criteria
for selecting Governors

Bengal: 3 die in ‘crude bomb’
blast at TMCworker’s house

JHARKHAND

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,DECEMBER3

TARGETING EACH other ahead
of panchayat polls in West
Bengal, TMC all-India general
secretaryAbhishekBanerjeeand
BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari
both held rallies in the other's
hometurf onSaturday.
Banerjee alleged that

Adhikari, the Leader of the
Opposition in the state
Assembly,hadwontheelection
totheNandigramAssemblyseat
against Chief MinisterMamata
Banerjee in2021byresortingto
unfair means. He also claimed
that fresh elections would see
Adhikari “befittingly”defeated.
“He(Adhikari)claimstohave

defeated the CM. He calls her a
compartmentalCM.Beforecall-
ingMamata Banerjee, hemust
realise thathe isanRAC(arefer-
ence to the 'reservation against
cancellation'statusof somerail-
way tickets) Opposition leader.
He is the only MLA in India,
whosevictoryisstillundertrial,”
AbhishekBanerjeesaid,address-
ing a party rally in Purba
Medinipurdistrict'sContai,only
a few metres away from
Adhikari'sresidence'Shantikunj'.
Adhikari, speaking at a rally

in South 24 Parganas district's
Diamond Harbour, the Lok
SabhaconstituencyofBanerjee,
said a TMC leaderwould be ar-
rested thismonth.
“Iwill comehereonce again

inDecember.Iwillbringatruck-
load of sweets because a top
leader will be arrested this
month. Justwait and trustme,”
hesaid.
“Since2016noonehasbeen

allowedtocasthisvotehere.Not
in the2018panchayatpolls, not
evenin2021(Assemblypolls). In
the 2018 panchayat polls, they
didnotallownominationstobe
submitted. But this time, it will
be a different game altogether.
You all prepare the candidates'
list and I assure you that nomi-
nationswill be filed this time,”
Adhikari said.
Challenging Adhikari to put

himinjail,Banerjeesaid,“Hehad
saidthathewouldputmeinjail.
Come if you have guts and put

meinjail.Hewillgivealessonto
Bengal by stopping theCentre's
money. We don't need your
money. As long as Mamata
Banerjeeisthere,wewillnotbeg
beforeDelhi.”
Targeting Adhikari over his

switch to theBJP fromtheTMC,
Banerjee said, “Medinipur’s ho-
nour was destroyed in
December 2020 by one man
who in order to save his skin
from the clutches of CBI andED
backstabbed the people of
Medinipur and joined the BJP.
May I remind him, the people
willneverforgetyourtreachery?
InDecember2020,thepeopleof
Medinipur witnessed the be-
trayal when a man went and
touchedAmitShah’sfeettosave
himself. Such people have no
placeinoursociety.Suchpeople
have insulted the people of
Bengalwith their treachery.”
Talking about the 'courtesy'

meeting he had withMamata
lastweek, Adhikari said, “At the
Assembly, you wanted to get
holdofme?YouthoughtIwould
comealone(tothemeeting).You
thoughttherewouldbeasetting
withme. But I took threeMLAs
withme.Ihavedefeatedyouand
Iwilldriveyouout.”
Healsoallegedthatthestage

erected forhis rallywas forcibly
dismantled thepreviousnight.
“Finally, a public meeting is

happening here despite terror
tactics by Trinamool Congress.
Lastnight,miscreantsforcedthe
decoratortodismantlethestage
whichwas erected. I had to call
a decorator in Howrah atmid-
nightwhocameinthemorning
and rebuilt this stage,” he said,
adding, “They forcibly stopped
222vehicles carryingBJPwork-
ers from reaching the rally
venue...Twentythousandwork-
erswerenotallowedtocome.”

TMC’sAbhishekBanerjee;
BJP leaderSuvenduAdhikari

Abhishek, Suvendu
face off in each
other’s turf ahead
of panchayat polls
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A17-YEAR-OLDstreetvegetable
vendorlosthisrightlegonFriday
evening after he was hit by a
trainwhile trying to collect his
belongingsallegedly thrownon
arailwaytrackbypoliceperson-
nel during an anti-encroach-
mentdrive inKanpur.
Policesaidthevendor,Aslan,

also suffered serious injuries on
hisleftleg.DoctorsinKanpur re-
ferredhimtoLucknowfortreat-
ment.Aslanisundergoingtreat-
ment at Sanjay Gandhi
PostgraduateInstituteofMedical
Sciences and doctors said his
conditionwasstable.
Assistant Superintendent of

Police (ASP), Kanpur, Lakhan
Yadav said during preliminary
inquiry it has been found that
the incident was a fallout of
“negligentbehaviourbyapolice
head constable, Rakesh Kumar.
Rakesh Kumar has been sus-
pended and the Circle Officer,
Kalyanpur, has been directed to
conduct a detailed inquiry into
thematter,headded.Aslansells
vegetables close to the railway
trackat IndraNagarcrossing.
AccordingtoAslan'sneighbour

PintooThakur, onFridayevening
anencroachmentdrivewascon-
ducted near the railway track.
Peoplepresentatthespotclaimed
thatcopsthrewascale—usedby
Aslantoweighvegetables—onthe
railway track. “WhenAslan tried
toretrieveit,hemetwiththeacci-
dent,”saidtheneighbour.
ASPLakhanYadavsaidthatto

determinethesequenceofevents,
police have requestedpeople to
providevideofootageof theinci-
dent, ifanyonefilmedit.

CONSTABLESUSPENDED

UP vendor hit by
train, loses leg
after cops ‘throw’
his belongings
on tracks

New Delhi
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2heldforrape,
murderofteen
inMathura
Lucknow:TheMathurapo-
lice on Saturday arrested
two men for allegedly
murdering a 14-year-old
Dalit girl after they gan-
grapedher.Theallegedin-
cidentoccurredwhenthe
victimhadgone toa farm
to relieve herself, police
said.“Thetwoarrestedac-
cused,whoareintheir20s,
have been booked on
charges of gangrape and
murder. The role of an-
otherperson—whoisalso
named in the FIR— is be-
ingprobed,” said a senior
policeofficer.Theaccused
are also Dalit, the officer
added. ENS

MAHARASHTRA

Manendslife;
wife,herpartner,
4othersbooked
Nagpur: Sixpersonswere
booked for abetment of
suicideaftera40-year-old
man ended his life in
Maharashtra’sNagpurdis-
trict,apoliceofficialsaidon
Saturday.Theman, a resi-
dentofMakardhokdaarea,
had consumedpoisonon
November27inhishouse,
theofficialsaid.“Helearnt
about the illicit relation-
ship of hiswife andwas
beatenupbyher partner
and the latter's associates
whenhecaught themto-
gether at an eatery. The
distressed man later
endedhis life,” theofficial
said. Basedon the suicide
notefoundinhishouse,six
persons,includinghiswife
and her partner, were
chargedunderIPCsection
306(abetmentofsuicide),
theofficialsaid. PTI

KERALA

4arrestedafter
violenceatgovt
polytechnic
Wayanad: Four persons
werearrestedonSaturday
forallegedlyunleashingvi-
olence andattacking sev-
eral students, including a
woman leader of the
Students Federation of
India(SFI),andpoliceoffi-
cers after the union elec-
tion at the government
polytechnic college at
Meppadi nearWayanad.
Police arrestedKiranRaj,
Atul,ShibiliandAbinforal-
legedly assaulting and
grievouslyinjuringAparna
Gowri, the district joint
secretary of SFI in
Wayanadand the Station
House Officer (SHO) of
Meppadi police station,
VibinAB, during the vio-
lenceonDecember2. PTI

TELANGANA

Professorheld
formolesting
foreignstudent
Hyderabad:AUniversityof
Hyderabadprofessorwas
taken into custody for al-
legedly trying tomisbe-
havewith a foreign stu-
dent, police said on
Saturday.The62-year-old
manwas booked for al-
legedlyattemptingtoout-
rage thewoman'smod-
esty and for sexual
harassment.Theprofessor
hasbeensuspendedbythe
university. PTI

MADHYAPRADESH

Onedead,7hurt
ascarcrashes
intodivider
Jabalpur: A driver was
killed and seven others
were injured after a car
carrying a police team
from Chhattisgarh hit a
road divider in Madhya
Pradesh'sJabalpurdistrict
onSaturday,policesaid.
Akash Rajwade (26), the
driver of theprivate vehi-
cle, died on the spot, said
Bhedaghat police station
in-chargeRajeshDhurve.
A police team from
Chhattisgarhwas return-
ing after arresting an ac-
cused from Madhya
Pradeshwhentheincident
tookplace,policesaid.The
accused too sufferedmi-
norinjuries. PTI

IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,DECEMBER3

HOURS AFTER resigning as the
principal of New Government
Law College in Indore, Inamul
Rahman was booked for pro-
moting enmity and hurting re-
ligious feelings, among other
charges, along with teacher
MirzaMojij and twoothers.
Rahman,whowasservingas

the principal of the law college
since 2019, had resigned on
Saturday afternoon following a
protest by students affiliated to
the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) outside his of-
fice. ABVP activists had on
December1submittedamem-
orandum, alleging “religious
fundamentalist thoughts being
promoted by four Muslim
teachersof the college”.
Adaylater, theycitedabook

titled “Collective Violence and
Criminal Justice System” writ-
tenbyDrFarhatKhan,highlight-
ing some portions in that
showed Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) in
poor light “without any facts
and encouraged anti-national
thoughts”.
Rahman and three others

were booked under sections
153-A (promoting enmity
amongst two groups), 295-A
(making deliberate and mali-
ciousactintendedtooutragethe
religiousfeelingofagroup),500
(defamation), 504 (intentional
insultwithanintent toprovoke
and breach peace), 505 (state-
mentsconductingtopublicmis-
chief), andother sectionsof the
IndianPenalCode.
In a statement issued after

the FIR was registered against
him, Rahman said that he was
being “targeted forhis faith”.

OnSaturdaymorning,ABVP
activists assembled outside
Rahman’sofficeanddemanded
his resignation, while alleging
thatstudentswerebeingforced
touse thisbook for reference.
Speaking to The Sunday

Express, Rahman said, “I had to
resign under pressure with no
fault ofmine.Wehadnever re-
ceived any complaint on
December1, anddespiteorder-
ing an inquiry by a retired dis-
trictcourtjudge,studentsraised
objectionable and hurtful slo-
gans, demanding my resigna-
tion.”
On the book in question,

Rahmansaiditwasprocuredby
thethenprincipal in2014based
on the recommendation of the
faculty.“Oneof theoldcopies in
the librarywas issued by some
students,” he said, adding that
afterobjectionswereraisedover
the content of the book back
then,thewriterhadtoapologise
andthebookwasneverapartof
the curriculumsince.
In a written statement,

Rahman said he hadno knowl-
edge of the bookwhen he took
charge in2019.
TheFIRagainstRahmanand

threeothershasbeenregistered
based on awritten application
submittedbyoneLuckyAdiwal,
an LLM student who allegedly
hadnotpaidhis fee for thepast
two years, according to college
authorities.
Rahman pointed out that

Adiwal and eight others who
had signed the December 1
memorandum were being
orally told to pay the fee.
Rahman said one of them,
Dipendra Thakur, was not only
a fee defaulter but had failed in
examsforbothsemestersofhis
first-year course andwould re-
peat theyear.

Another case against
Azam Khan, now for
‘inflammatory’ speech

NRI dead after
falling from 10th
floor of Mumbai
service apartment

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,DECEMBER3

A58-YEAR-OLDnon-residentof
India(NRI)businessmandiedon
Fridayafterfallingfromthe10th
floor of a luxury service apart-
mentoperatedbyaleadingfive-
starhotel inColaba.
The Colaba police has regis-

tered a case of accidental death
report(ADR)andsuspectittobe
acaseofsuicide.Nosuicidenote,
however,hasbeen foundyet.
The deceased, Shahrukh

Engineer (58) is a Dubai-based
businessmanwho had come to
Mumbai to celebrate his
mother’sbirthday.
Thepolice said that the inci-

dent tookplace around2.30pm
on Friday at the service apart-
ment. “Engineerwas found inan
injured condition on the fourth
floorbalconyofthehotel...Wesus-
pecthejumpedoffthe10thfloor.
His fallwas, however, brokenby
someobjectthathehitontheway
downandhelandedonthefourth
floorbalcony,”saidapoliceofficer.
The apartment staff rushed

himtoahospital. But thedoctors
declaredhimbroughtdead, said
police.“He,alongwithhiswifeand
children, lived inDubai. He had
cometoMumbaiforhismother's
birthday,”theofficersaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR,DECEMBER3

AGANGSTERwasshotdeadinan
apparent act of revenge in
Rajasthan’sSikardistrictSaturday
morning,policesaid.Amanfrom
Nagaur district too died in the
crossfire,saidofficials.
“Therehasbeenanincidentof

firing.Themanwhowasshothas
been identified as Raju Theth,
whosenamehasbeenassociated
with the crimeworld for a long
time. Theth has died,” Sikar SP
KunwarRastradeeptoldreporters
onSaturday.
Thethwas a rival of gangster

AnandpalSinghwhowaskilledin
anencounterbytheRajasthanpo-
licein2017.BothThethandSingh
weredreadedcriminals active in
the Shekhawati region and fre-
quent skirmishes between their
supporters resulted in several
gangwarsinthearea.

InCCTV footage, purportedly
of the firing, Theth is seenbeing
shot by the assailants near his
homeinSikardistrict,afterwhich
themen flee. “From the footage
we collected fromnearby cam-
eras, it seems some of the as-
sailantswereknowntoThethbe-
causeoneof themisseentalking
tohimforsometime,”theSPsaid.

Policesaidthattheotherman
whodiedhas been identified as
TarachandKadwasra,aresidentof
KhatuinNagaurdistrict.
“Kadwasrahadgone to Sikar

withhisbrotheranddaughterfor
the latter's admission inacoach-
inginstitute.Theaccusedescaped
aftertakingKadwasra'scarandit
appears that when Kadwasra

started filming them, they shot
him,” said sub inspectorGanesh
RamofKhatupolicestation.
He added Kadwasra's body

hasbeenkeptinSikaratpresent.
Shortly after the murder, a

social media post by one Rohit
Godara was widely shared in
whichhetakesresponsibilityfor
killingThethandidentifieshim-
self as a member of the
LawrenceBishnoigang. Itadded
thatThethwaskilledinanactof
revenge on behalf of Anandpal
SinghandBalbir.
BalbirBanudawasacloseas-

sociate of gangster Anandpal
Singh. The two men were at-
tackedinsideajailinBikaner2014,
allegedly by associates of Theth.
WhileBanudadied in theattack,
Singhmanaged tokill twoof the
assailants.
TheSPadded, “What youare

sayingaboutthesocialmediapost
of a person calledRohit Godara,
we are checking the validity of

whetherthispersonisinvolvedor
the postwasmadewithout any
reason.”
Thethhadseveralcasesof se-

rious nature registered against
him.Startingfromthemid-2000s,
the gangs of Singh and Theth,
whichwereinvolvedinextortion
andillegalliquortrade,terrorised
people in districts in the
Shekhawati region, including
Sikar and Churu. Till Saturday
evening,Theth’sfollowershadre-
fused to takehis body, demand-
ingarrestof theaccused.
After the incident, the

Rajasthanpolicedeployedmulti-
ple teams to track the accused.
DGPUmeshMishrasaidthatfour
of the five accused have been
identifiedandbarricadingwasbe-
ingdoneintheentirestate.
The opposition BJP and the

Rashtriya Loktantrik Party
slammed the Congress govern-
ment in the state over the
incident.

PolicepersonneloutsideRajuTheth’s residence in
Rajasthan’sSikardistrictonSaturday. PTI

Gangster shot by rivals, man who came
for daughter’s admission killed in crossfire

ALOKDESHPANDE
MUMBAI,DECEMBER3

NATIONALIST CONGRESS Party
MPSupriyaSulelastThursdayput
out a four-minute-longvideoon
socialmedia showingher rum-
maging through various food
itemsstockedat aprominent re-
tailchaininMumbai.
Apart fromshowcasingSule’s

shopping skills, the innocuous
videohadapoliticalmessage, as
everyproducttheNCPMPpicked
up in the upmarket shop was
manufactured in her Lok Sabha
constituencyofBaramati.
TheopticsthatSulewastrying

toproject,thatBaramatiwasama-
jorproduction centre, coincided
withtheBJPaggressivelygoingaf-
ter thePawarfamilyturf.Therul-
ingpartyhasdeclareda 'Mission

Baramati' and claimed that it
wouldupset theNCP first family
in its stronghold inBaramati, the
samewaythattheydidinAmethi
inUttarPradeshin2019bydefeat-
ingRahulGandhi.
The Pawar family, led by

supremoSharadPawar, hasheld
controloftheBaramatibastionfor
more than threedecades. Apart
fromhurtingthePawars,adefeat
there would be a blow to the
Opposition's fledglingplans of a
unitedfront,giventhatPawarwill
becentraltoanysuchformation.
WiththeBJPexpectedlyahead

of others in starting the count-
downtothe2024LokSabhaelec-
tions, Sule's videowas seen by
manyasthestartofthepushback
bytheNCP.
Asked about it, Sule said: "I

wouldn'tsayIdid it intentionally.
But I justwantedtoputthingson

record.Takeanypopularproduct,
likeacolddrinkorachocolateor
dairyproduct,andchecktheplace
ofmanufacture. Youwill findei-
therDaundorIndapurorPurandar

orBhor.Allinmyconstituency.The
factories, the industry and all-
arounddevelopmentjustbustthe
claimthatdevelopmentisconcen-
tratedinonlyBaramatitown.”
'MissionBaramati'ispartofthe

BJP's strategy to concentrate on
144 Lok Sabha constituencies
where it didnotwin in the2019
general elections. Senior party
leadersandUnionministershave
beendeployedtorallythepartyin
these seats, including Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
SitharamaninBaramati.
The Lok Sabha seat falling in

Punedistricthasbeenheldwith-
out a breakby the Pawar family
since 1996,whenSharadPawar
wonit.Afterhehadwonfromhere
till2004,daughterSuletookover,
winning theBarmati Lok Sabha
seatin2009,2014and2019.Pawar
hadearlierwon the seat in1984

andthen1991aswell.
Out of the sixAssembly seg-

mentsoftheconstituency,Indapur
andBaramatiareheldbytheNCP
whileallyCongresswonPurandar
and Bhor in 2019. The BJPwon
KhadakwaslaandDaund,andthe
urban areas, especially the
Khadakwaslabelt,mayremainout
oftheNCP'sreach.
The wife of Daund winner

RahulKul, Kanchan, in fact, con-
testedagainstSuleinthe2019gen-
eralelections.Thoughshelostbya
marginof over1.5 lakhvotes, the
BJPgotmorethan5.30lakhvotes,
thehighest ever for anopponent
againstthePawars inBaramati in
termsofpercentageoftotalvotes.
The BJP's victory in the two

Assembly seats of Baramati,
KanchanKule's2019performance,
andtheNCP’snot-so-cordialrela-
tionshipwithCongressleaders,in-

cluding sittingMLAs, in the area
are someof the reasons the BJP
thinks it has a shot at upsetting
Sule.
Apart frombeing theirpoliti-

calbase,Baramatialsomattersto
thePawarsasasymbolofwhatan
NCPregimecando.TheLokSabha
seatisahubofbusinesses, indus-
tries,agricultureandeducationin-
stitutes,andtheNCPnevermisses
givingthecreditforthesametothe
Pawarfamily.
Aboveall,thesustainedtarget-

ingofBaramatisendsoutthemes-
sagethateventheNCP’ssafestseat
couldbeindanger,andcouldhurt
thepartymorale.
ABJPleadersaidSule'sactions

showthatitsattemptsarepaying
off. "TheBJP functionsasper tar-
get.Wedid it in RahulGandhi's
Amethi, andwewill repeat it in
Baramati in 2024," says Keshav

Upadhye, chief spokespersonof
thepartyinMaharashtra.
He adds that visits byUnion

ministers are just onepart of the
BJPstrategy,andthatthepartyhas
beenworking tirelessly on the
ground,ensuringSuleistieddown
toherseattoo.
TheBJPistargetingtheNCPMP

onissuessuchaslackofrepresen-
tationtotheDhangarcommunity
by theNCP, dynastic politics and
the“terror”ofthePawarfamilyin
thearea.
Sule counters claims that the

NCPfailedtosupporttheDhangar
demand for ScheduledTribe sta-
tus. “The BJP is in power at the
Centre and it is up to theCentral
government to decide the de-
mand.HowcanweintheNCPbe
blamedforit?”Suleasks.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

SupriyaSuleataMumbai
mall. Twitter/@supriya_sule

SamajwadiPartycandidateDimpleYadavonthe lastdayof
campaigningfor thebypoll inMainpuri,onSaturday. PTI

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,DECEMBER3

JD(U)LEADERKCTyagiThursday
campaigned for Dimple Yadav,
contestingontheSamajwadiParty
ticket from the late Mulayam
Singh Yadav's Mainpuri con-
stituencyinUttarPradesh,saying
hehadcomebearingthemessage
of party leaderNitishKumarand
of“Oppositionunity”.
Sinceditching theBJP toalign

withtheRJDinAugust,andmak-
ing clear his ambitions for a na-
tional role, Bihar ChiefMinister
NitishKumarhasmetseverallead-
ersacrossparties,includingRahul
Gandhi and Telengana CM K
ChandrashekarRao.Hehadalso
metMulayambefore his death,
andhasbeen tryinghard towin
overhisheirapparentandSPpres-
ident,AkhileshYadav.
SourcessaidNitishwillrestart

hisbid togatherOppositionpar-
tiesonacommonplatformsoon.
SpeakingatJaswantNagar,an

Assembly segment under the

Mainpuri Lok Sabha seat,
Thursday,Tyagi, the JD(U)princi-
palnationalgeneralsecretary,said:
"I am carrying the message of
NitishKumar.Wecanseeagreat
sampleofOppositionunityhere
as no regional party or national
party(barringtheBJP)hasfielded
acandidateagainstDimpleYadav.”
Healsocalleduponthepeople

to strengthenAkhilesh's hands,
sincetheyhaddeniedhimpower
in the recentAssemblyelections.
“Remember,howafterMulayam
Singh Yadav lost the Assembly
pollsinthemid-1990s,hemoved
to the Centre and became the
Union defenceminister,” Tyagi
said.
Speaking to The Indian

Express, the JD(U) leader said:
"WhatIsaidispartofour'Mission
Nitish2024'.Akhileshsurelyhasa
bigroletoplayinnationalpolitics
in2024.”
Tyagi also said Opposition

unity seemed tobe taking shape
notonlyintheMainpuriLokSabha
bypoll in UP, but also the
Ramnagar andKhatauli by-elec-

tions,where SP-RLD candidates
aretheonlyonesinthefrayagainst
the BJP. The JD(U) leader added
thatNitish,whohadmetAkhilesh
andhis family afterMulayam's
death,hadalsodonehisbit tore-
pair the frictionwithin the larger
Yadavclan.
Similarly, Nitish had coun-

selled formerHaryana CMand
INLDleaderOmPrakashChautala
tobringfamilymembers,someof
whomarealignedwiththeBJP,to-
gether. “Weare lookingat family
unity, party unity and national
unity,”Tyagisaid.
ABihar JD(U) leader repeated

thattherewasnoquestionofrais-
ing who the Opposition face
would be, at this stage. “Even if
Nitishisplayinganimportantrole
in stitching togetherOpposition
parties,itisnotaboutpitchingany
individual.First,wewantastrong
anti-BJPforum,withtheCongress
atitscore.”
HavingAkhileshonhisside is

alsopoliticallybeneficialforNitish,
given the contiguity between
neighboursUPandBihar.

JD(U) leader campaigns for Dimple,
‘bearing message of Nitish, Opp unity’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,DECEMBER3

POLICEINUttarPradesh’sRampur
have yet again booked senior
Samajwadi Party leader Azam
Khan, this time for delivering an
allegedly inflammatory speech
whilecampaigningfortheparty’s
bypollcandidate,AsimRaja.
This is the second case

against the disqualifiedMLA in
the last two days. On Thursday,
he was booked for making a
statement thatwas “hurtful” to
women.
The latest case stems froma

speech Khan delivered on
December 1. He allegedly used
derogatory words against the
ElectionCommission.
A senior police officer said

this casewas lodged late Friday
inRampurona complaint from
election official Sujesh Kumar
Sagar. Police invoked Sections
153A (promoting enmity be-
tweendifferentgroups)and505
(1)(B)(intenttocause,orwhich
islikelytocause, fearoralarmto
the public) of the IPC, and
Section 125 of the
Representationof PeopleAct.
The complaint reads: “On

December 1, AzamKhan gave a

speechinsupportofSamajwadi
Party candidate Asim Raja

during which used words
against the police, Election
Commissioner, andtheElection
Commission, which is a
Constitutional body. These
wordshaveincitedthecommon
people and could be dangerous
topublicharmony…Hegavean
inflammatory speech and said
that ‘today, you are few but the
policeuniformismore…”
The said speechwas quoted

in the complaint as:
“Congratulations to those run-
ning the country, and those
threateningtheinnocentandus-
ingcanesagainst thosewearing
theburqa…”
As per the complaint, Khan

said that “the khaki uniform’s
honourhasbeentakenaway”.
The complaint quoted Khan

as saying: “We are asked about
our dress.We are askedwhich
faceweare coveringandwhere
the loudspeaker is andwhat its
volume is. The cleric is made
weak andhelpless... So helpless
that Jama Masjid and Eidgah
clerics are saying that people
should offer Friday namaz at
home… Those running India
havemadethemosquesempty,
Allah’shome isdeserted…”

KANCHANVASDEV
CHANDIGARH,DECEMBER3

FORMERPUNJABCongress chief
Navjot SinghSidhuwill be in jail
for at least twomore months,
evenifhemanagestogetallthree
remissions.Butalready,hispossi-
ble release and speculation that
hemaybegivenanimportantrole
in the party are making several
Congressleadersuncomfortable.
Thedisquiet has arisen from

thereportsthatAICCgeneralsec-
retary PriyankaGandhi had re-
cently sent a communique to
Sidhuinjailthroughanaide. The
CongresscampisabuzzthatSidhu
maybe given an important role
within thepartyafterhis release.

The fuel to this fire came from
noneotherthanSidhu’smediaad-
visorSurinderDalla,whotweeted
twodaysago,“AfterSidhu’sreturn
fromjail,Mission2024wouldbe
unveiledandafight for therights
of Punjabwould start. Punjab is
stillatthesamepointfromwhere
Sidhuwanted topull it outwith
the help of his Punjab Model.
Punjab’sengineneedstochange.”
Sidhu’s 13-point ‘Punjab

Model’,whichhehadpostedon

Twitter in the run up to the
FebruaryAssemblypolls,focuses
on governance reforms, income
generation,women's empower-
ment,healthcare,teacher'sissues,
industry,lawandorder,entrepre-
neurship,digitalgovernance,en-
vironment,farmer’sissuesandso-
cial issues, includingNRIwelfare.
Former Deputy Chief

Minister Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawawasquicktosaythat
the Congress was doomed in
Punjab even before the 2022
elections, “Doweneedmoreby
givingresponsibility toSidhu?”
An aide of Sidhu told The

Sunday Express that the former
cricketerwasnotinterestedincon-
testing the2024LokSabhaelec-
tions,buthewouldcertainlywork

forthepartyandstrengthenitaf-
terhisrelease.“YouwillseeSidhu
as a completely changedman,
whowill display immense pa-
tience.Theconvictionhaschanged
himtoalargeextent.Justwaitand
watch,”saidaCongressleader.
“He will be stronger as the

opposition. The party needs a
strongleader.Hewillprovetobe
one,”saidaCongressleadersup-
portingSidhu.
However,therearemanyoth-

erswhoarewary.“WhatdidSidhu
dowhenhewasmade thePPCC
chief?TheCongresshadagolden
opportunity for re-election. But
therewas somuchof infighting,
andSidhuwas forever opposing
hisownparty'sgovernment,”said
aseniorCongressleader.

‘MAKE INODISHA’CONCLAVECONCLUDES

SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR,DECEMBER3

THE ODISHA government
claimed to have bagged invest-
mentproposalsvaluedatoverRs
10.50lakhcroreduringthethird
edition of the ‘Make In Odisha’
conclavethatendedonSaturday.
The investment proposals

have the potential to generate

over 10 lakh direct and indirect
employment.
“It’s heartening to see the

huge responsewe received, es-
pecially in the post-Covid sce-
nario. Letusallworkhardtoim-
plement these investment
proposals on the ground and
take Odisha to a new era of de-
velopment,” saidChiefMinister
Naveen Patnaik at the valedic-
toryfunctionoftheconclavethat

startedonNovember30.
Naveen,who said Odisha is

destined to be a trillion dollar
economy,assuredtheinvestorsat
the summit thathis government
willwalk“theextramile”forthem.
“Wewillwalkthetalk. Itwill

be awin-win situation for both
Odisha and the investors,” said
thechiefminister.
With countries like Japan,

NorwayandGermanyattending

theconclaveascountrypartners,
Naveensaidthepartnershipwill
further strengthen Odisha’s re-
lationshipswith them and cre-
atemore opportunities formu-
tual trade, commerce and
people-to-people relations.
Envoysandbusinessdelega-

tions from various other coun-
tries such as Nepal, Singapore,
Bangladesh and Indonesia at-
tendedtheconclave.

Got investment proposals worth Rs 10 lakh cr: Naveen

Is Sidhu ready for another comeback?
Aides suggest so, wary Cong takes guard

NavjotSingh
Sidhuwillbe
in jail forat
least2more
months

INDORELAWCOLLEGEROW

Hrsafter hequit,
principal faces
case for hurting
religious feelings

Baramati not for taking: Sule seeks to make her point via a Mumbai shop
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COLUMN
TAVLEENSINGH
Twitter@tavleen_singh

HEREISanexchangeofviews(asreported
in the newspapers) between aBench of
theHon’bleSupremeCourtandtheUnion
LawMinister:
SC:TheCentreisfrustratingtheappoint-

mentprocessofjudgesinhigherjudiciaryby
not clearing names recommended by the
Collegium.
LM:Neversaythatthegovernmentissit-

ting on the files, thendon’t send the files to
the government, you appoint yourself, you
runtheshow.
SC:Letthemgivethepower.Wehaveno

difficulty…when somebody high enough
says let themdo it themselves,wewill do it
ourselves,nodifficulty.
Thereareprofound—Ihesitate tosay

bitter—differencesbetweentheSupreme
Court and theExecutive on the interpre-
tationof Article 124(2) and217(1) of the
Constitution of India. Under the original
provisions,thepowerofappointmentwas
vested solely in theExecutive tobeexer-
cised in consultationwith the Supreme
Court and theHighCourt concerned. For
40 years, the practicewas that the State
governmentwouldconsulttheHighCourt
concernedandrecommendnamestothe
Centralgovernmentthatwouldfollowthe
procedure in Article 217 and appoint
judgestotheHighCourt.Similarly,thecen-
tral governmentwould propose names
and,followingtheprocedureinArticle124,
appoint judges to the Supreme Court.
Many distinguished judges were ap-
pointedby the Executive; somebad ap-
plesalsofoundaplaceintheCourts.

REVERSING
CONSTITUTION
Thepracticewas reversedby judicial

interpretation in the Second Judges case
(1993)andtheThird Judgescase(1998).A
newmechanismcalledtheCollegiumwas
invented. The Collegium took over the
power of selection of judges for the
SupremeCourt and theHighCourts. The
centralgovernmentmayacceptorreturn
the recommendation. If the recommen-
dationwasreiterated,thegovernmentwas
obligedtomaketheappointment. It can-
notbesaidthatthequalityof judgeswho
havebeenappointedunderthenewpro-
cedurehasbeensuperiortothequalityof
judges appointed in the first 40 years.
Many distinguished judges were ap-
pointedbutsomebadappleswerealsose-
lectedandappointed.
Everygovernmentinofficesince1993

hasbristledagainstthealteredprocedure.
However, stalling appointments has be-
come a regular practice under the
NarendraModi government. It has also
stalledrecommendationsreiteratedbythe
Collegiumwhich, as twoHon’ble Judges
pointedout,was contrary to the lawde-
claredby theSupremeCourt. As a result,
therearesevenvacanciesintheSupreme
Courtand381vacanciesamongthe1,108
sanctioned posts of Judges in theHigh
Courts (as on July 1, 2022). The greater
tragedyhasbeenthatmeritoriouslawyers
declinedtobeconsideredforjudgeshipor
withdrew thename if the appointment

hadbeenstalledformonths.

IDEA STILL-BORN
TheNational Judicial Appointments

Commission(NJAC)wascreatedunderan
Actof Parliament togiveequalweight to
theJudiciaryandtheExecutiveinthemat-
terofappointmentof Judges.Therewere
afewwrinklesinthelawthatcouldhave
been easily ironed out but neither side
madetheeffort.OnOctober16,2015,the
Supreme Court struck down the
Constitution(Ninety-ninthAmendment)
Act,2014andwithittheNationalJudicial
CommissionAct also perished. (Thedis-
senting judgement of Justice
Chelameswar is as importantas thema-
jority judgement).
Inmycolumn (TheNJACConundrum,

Indian Express, November 1, 2015), I criti-
cisedthejudgementvehemently,butIalso
suggested a commonground tomake a
newlaw.Thestrongestargumentsonthe
sideof theExecutive are that innoother
countryoftheworlddojudgesselectnew
judgesandtheExecutiveisbestplacedto
assess thecharacterandsuitabilityof the
potential Judge. The strongest argument
onthesideof the Judiciary is thatserving
Judges knowbest about the practising
lawyers and serving district judgeswho
alone are qualified to be elevated to the
Bench.Thereisalargedoseoftruthinboth
arguments.
If thestandoffcontinues,thesituation

willonlygetworse.Therewillbemoreva-

cancies.Morevacancieswillmeanmore,
notless,difficultyinfillingthem.Therewill
bemore ‘declines’and‘withdrawals’.The
legal system, alreadyunder considerable
strain,will collapse.Nonewill be sadder
thantheJudges,nonewillbehappierthan
theExecutive.Theloserswillbethepeople
of India,especiallythoseknockingonthe
doorsof theCourtsseekingjustice.

POSSIBLE SOLUTION
I believe that theExecutive cannotbe

totallyexcludedfromtheprocessofselect-
ingpotential judges. I also believe, given
thecurrentstateofpartisan,vindictiveand
majoritarianpolitics,theExecutivecannot
beentrustedwiththesolepowertoselect
potential judges. Both Judiciary and
ExecutivemustfindaplaceinNJAC2.0.In
my column, I had suggested that the
Collegiummayhavetheexclusivepower
topropose/nominatecandidates;theNJAC
mayhave thepower to select and recom-
mend; and the Executivemay have the
power (coupledwith a duty) to appoint.
Theprocedurecanberefinedfurtherifthe
task isentrustedtoafewnon-judge legal
luminaries.
Therisingnumberof vacancies in the

Courts—and commonsense— requires
thattheExecutiveandtheJudiciarymust
display adegree of statesmanship to re-
solve the issue. Absent statesmanship,
hardwordswillbecomeharshwords,the
woundswillcontinuetofesterandjustice
willbethecasualty.

Hard talk, hard times

I believe that the Executive
cannot be totally excluded

from the process of selecting
potential judges. I also

believe, given the current
state of partisan, vindictive

and majoritarian politics, the
Executive cannot be

entrusted with the sole power
to select potential judges.

Both Judiciary and Executive
must find a place in NJAC 2.0
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TIME TO GO?
HARYANA CHIEFMinister Manohar Lal
Khattar, a former RSS pracharak, invited
severalRSSfunctionariestohishouselast
monthforteaandsnacks.HisRSSfriends
were full of admiration for his long reign
inHaryana.Onepracharaknotedthataf-
ter his eight-year tenure, he should aim
tobreaktherecordof thethreelegendary
Lals of Haryana. Themodest Khattar de-
murred, and said hewasnot planning to
set any record. In fact, he suspected that
hewould soon be hanging up his boots.
Recently,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,
his yesteryear comradewith whom he
once shared a house, met him and in-
quiredsolicitouslywhetherhewashappy.
Khattar assuredModi that hewould be
ever grateful to the PM for granting him
such a tremendous opportunity. Khattar
knowsModi well enough to sense that
thiswasModi’s crypticwayof indicating
that itmay soonbe time for a leadership
change in the state. Last week’s disap-
pointingzillaparishadresultsinHaryana
suggestthatModiperhapsalreadyhadan
inkling that all is notwellwith theBJP in
thestate.

GUJARAT’S
SHAHENSHAH

GujaratChiefMinisterBhupendraPatel is
apolitical innocentcomparedtohissavvy
predecessors.Recently,whenaDelhijour-
nalist enquiredwhich leader afterModi
wasmostindemandatGujaratrallies,Patel
innocentlyrespondedthatYogiAdityanath
wasa favourite.BJPGujarat in-charge,CR
Paatil,quicklyinterjectedtoavoidanymis-
understanding, declaring that the star at-
tractionwas undoubtedly Amit Shah. In
fact,theGujaratcampaignistotallyShah’s
showandonhishometerritory, Shahhas
no competition. Even RSSworkers, BJP
presidentJPNadda,andorganisingsecre-
taryBLSantosharenotveryvisible in the
state. Shahwants to demonstrate that he
can single-handedly ensure a bigger vic-
torythan2017,despite27yearsof incum-
bency. The targets of the opposition par-
ties, incontrast, aremodest.TheCongress
ishopingfor45to50seats,whileAAP’saim
issimplytosecureahighervotetallythan
theCongress,atleastinSaurashtra,andget
recognisedasanationalparty.

WILL NOT BUDGE
RajasthanChiefMinisterAshokGehlot

hasadoptedeverytrickinthetradetoen-
surethattheCongresscannotreplacehim,
includingadoptinga scorchedearthpol-
icyofblowingupmostof theannualstate
revenueso that therewill be little left for
anysuccessor.TheCMhasalsobeenhap-
pily inaugurating incomplete schemes
suchastheMansaroverPark.Generalsec-
retary AjayMaken should have known
betterthantotrytonudgeCongresspres-
identMallikarjun Kharge into action by
resigningasRajasthan in-charge. Theca-
maraderie and jovial banter between
Kharge and Gehlot at several rallies in
GujaratlastweekindicatethatGehlotcer-
tainlydoesnotapprehenddisciplinaryac-
tion against his rebellious aides. K C
Venugopalmayhavetriumphantlyraised
thehandsof adversariesSachinPilotand
Gehlot in a so-called peace pact last
Tuesday,butthefacesofthetwomentold
adifferent story.

UNCOMFORTABLE
QUESTIONS

Twoyoung leaders fromtheMVAal-
lianceaccompaniedRahulGandhionhis
Bharat JodoYatra inMaharashtra. Their
querieswerenot toGandhi’s liking.One
inquisitively inquired why, if the yatra
was paying political dividends, the
Congress had lost its deposit in the re-
centTelanganabypoll.Hesuggestedthat
Gandhi pay a visit to next-door poll-
bound Gujarat. Another ‘yatri’ felt that
if theCongresswas to retain itspremier
position in the Opposition, the yatra
shouldhavepaidmoreattentiontoUttar
Pradesh. Irritated by the questions,
Gandhiaskedoneof theyatraorganisers
that in future they should brief alliance
partners before they meet him. They
shouldunderstandthat theyatrawasto-
tallyde-linkedfromcurrentpolitics.The
functionary was too timid to explain
that he was in no position to instruct
senior opposition leaderswhat to say.

MENTOR PROBLEM
Thepresidentof theBharatiya Janata

YuvaMorcha isanassured fast-track for
going places in the BJP. Past presidents
of the BJP’s youth wing include Kalraj
Mishra,PramodMahajan,RajnathSingh,
JP Nadda. Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
Anurag Thakur and Tejasvi Surya. The
sole exception who has never held an
elected position is Amit Thaker, BJYM
president from 2007 to 2010. Thaker’s
disadvantagewasthathewasmentored
by the wrong people, most notably
Sanjay Joshi,NarendraModi’s longtime
foe, Thaker, however, silently soldiered
on in the party despite being labelled.
With Joshinowout in thecold thanks to
Modi, Thacker has finally been rein-
stated with an Assembly ticket from
Vejalpur inGujarat.

inside
TRACK
COOMIKAPOOR

THE OTHER day, while chatting with a
male friend, I remarked that I am happy
inthecompanyofwomen.Whynotmen,
heasked. I struggled forananswer.
Later,Iponderedoverit.Therealreason

wasn’treallythatmenwereinshortsupply
but theplenitudeofwomanpower. I have
great male friends but my bond with
women-startingwiththepoetandwriter
MadhavikuttyakaKamalaDasandthechar-
actersshewoveinherstories,towomenof
courageinreallife-ismuchstronger.
Das’scharacters,feistyandindomitable,

yetcompassionate,weremyfirstprecious

companions. I laughed, dreamt and cried
as Ispentrainymorningsandsummeraf-
ternoons poring over her books. They
brought a sense of solace, assurance and
intimacy, and taughtme lessons Iwould
never forget. Butmost importantly, the
charactershelpedfindmyself.
Eighteenyearsago,Iunderwentanor-

thodonticprocedure. Iwasputona liquid
diet,which leftme extremelyweak. One
day,acolleague,whomIhadknownforjust
acoupleofmonths,walkedinwithasmall
boxofhome-madecustardandabigsmile.
“I thoughtyouwouldbeable tohave this,
Yami,”shesaid.Homesickinanewcity,my
eyeswelleduptoseeagirlmyagestandso
tall.Shehasstayedasoneofmybestfriends
andapillarof supportsincethen.

At the working women’s hostel in
Chennai,myroommate,likeanextra-pro-
tectivemotherhen,wouldensurethatthe
television in the common room was
playedonlowvolumesothatIcouldsleep
afternightshifts.Shewouldfightwiththe
warden to enter the kitchen andmake
porridgeformewhenIfellsick.Awoman
with a spine of steel, she gave me the
courage tostand formyrights.
Women.Theyneverceasetoamazeme.
It’snotthatmendon’tcare.Butitalways

takes aman to putmedownat themost
unexpected time. Amale friend, a cham-
pion of women’s rights, once persuaded
metochangeasleeveless top toonewith
sleeves,saying“itdoesn’tsuityou”.
Onmy40thbirthday, in thecity Iwas

vacationing, I went to a pubwith aman
who has beenmy friend for nearly two
decades. I was upbeat that day. I chose a
cocktail with the name “Because I’m
happy” tocelebratemyday.
Onourwayback, inthecar,myfriend,

whonever fails toremindmethatmybi-
ological clock is tickingandhence, Ineed
togetmarriedsoon,broughtupthetopic
again - “Youwon’t get good guys after a
point”. I retorted, “Age doesn’t matter.
Look at Sushmita Sen.” Iwas referring to
the actor’s relationshipwith amanwho
wasmore than a decade younger to her.
To my disbelief, my friend remarked:
“That isSushmitaSen... lookatyou”. I felt
shattered.Had itbeenanyofmywoman
friends, I thought tomyself, theywould

havecheeredmyremarkwithahighfive.
My gang of girls have helpedme sail

throughtheroughestofseas.Schoolfriends
whoorganise aquick get-togetherwhen-
ever I’minThiruvananthapuram;thegirls
who tookme formy first night out inmy
hometown,whereIwasnotallowedtobe
outsidealoneafterdusk;thecherishedtrips
withmy ‘travelista’ friends; and the long
video calls fromdifferent corners of the
world.AsIgrowolder,Irealisetheyarethe
oneswho’llbemyconstantcompanions.
I casually remarked to a colleague re-

cently that evening teawas like Red Bull
forme. I’d saymywomen friendsaremy
go-toRedBull.

National Editor Shalini Langer
curates the ‘SheSaid’ column

My gang of girls, my forever friends

ON AUGUST 23, 1666, the Fauzdar of
Narwar in Central India (now, Madhya
Pradesh)petitionedtheMughalcourtand
said: “Siva(ji) walked past the post at
Narwaralongwith fiveridersaroundthe
eveningprayertime.Whenaskedtoiden-
tifyhimself,hesaid, ‘Weareintheemploy
of Sivaji.’ He also showed the bonafide
traveldocument.Whenasked,he identi-
fiedhimself asSiva (ji).”
Unawareof themassivemanhuntor-

dered tocapture theGreatMarathaking,
the Fauzdar did not realise the import of
this disclosure. He had helped the great
Maratha leader escape from themighty
Mughal court.
There are multiple narratives sur-

roundingShivaji’sGreatEscapefromAgra,
eachwith varying degrees of truth. The
dailyproceedingsfromtheMughalcourt
(Akhbarat), the reports of the Mughal
court proceedings communicatedhome
by the Agra correspondent of the Rajput
princes (Rajasthan Letters), theMarathi
chronicle (Bakhar) by Sabhasad, and the
Jedhe Family records contain some of
thesecontemporarynarratives.
The event has been so deeply etched

inpopularmemorythatpeoplestill refer
totheGreatEscapeofChhatrapatiShivaji
Maharajasanexampleofastutenessand
the invincible spirit of freedom.
Maharashtra Tourism Minister

MangalPrabhatLodhaprobably thought
hewas doing just that when, last week,
he drew parallels between the Great
EscapeandCMEknathShinde’sdefection
—anddrewflak forhis remarks.
Thevisitof thegreatMarathaleaderto

theMughalcourtwastheculminationof
political events in Deccan that started
fromthedecisivevictoryof theMarathas
againstSardarAfzalKhanof theAdilshahi
dynasty, followed by the unsuccessful
military campaign by the Mughal
Mansabdar Shaista Khan and the auda-
cioussackingofSurat, thewealthiestport
intheMughalkingdom,bytheMarathas.
TheseeventspromptedMughalem-

peror Aurangzeb to send his most
trustedMansabdar,MirzaRaje Jaisingh,
to counter the emerging political au-
thority of the Marathas. The large
Mughal army invaded and plundered
the Maratha countryside, including a
number of forts. The contingent led by
Jaisingh besieged the mighty Maratha
fortress of Purandar for about two
months in1665.Thebalanceofmilitary
power was clearly in favour of the
Mughals. As a pragmatic solution, both
parties signed theTreaty of Purandar. It

wascustomary foranysignatoryof such
a treaty to pay homage to the emperor
in a formal Shukrana ritual of thanks.
HenceaninvitationwassenttoShivaji

tovisittheAgraCourt,whichheaccepted
only after receiving assurances from
Jaisingh. In a Farman sent by Aurangzeb
in April 1666, the Emperor assured that
Shivajiwouldbeallowedto returnhome
afterhisvisittoAgra.Consequently,Shivaji
reachedAgraonMay11,1666.
What followedwasperhaps a case of

expectationmismatchwith theMaratha
kingconsideringhimselfasanindepend-
entrulerbutbeingtreatedlikeamereno-
blemanat theMughal court.
Uponhisarrival inAgra,Shivajihadex-

pectedawelcomeprotocol fit foran inde-
pendentruler.However,acommonMunshi
welcomed him. In theMughal Durbar,
Shivajiwasmade to standbehind theno-
bleshehadearlierdefeated.Unabletobear
these insults,hespokeoutaloud.Thiswas
nottakenlightlyintheMughalcourt.
Guardswere posted around Shivaji’s

camp,keepinghimundersurveillance.A
dangertoShivaji’slifemeantanexistential
threat to the newly emergingMaratha
state. Threemonths passed and one day
newsappearedintheAkhbaratofAugust
18thatShivajihadescaped.“Inexplicably,
Shivaji has fled. All thatwe could find in
his tent is aheadgear, amirror andapair
of shoes.” The emperor was shocked. A
massivemanhuntwasordered.
Weeksandmonthspassedwithspo-

radic news and rumours about Shivaji
being sighted across central India. On
October 18, 1666, the news of Shivaji’s
safereturntoDeccanreachedJaiSingh’s
camp. This was a massive dent on the
reputationof theMughalcourt.Thedra-
matic event was bound to be retold in
manyversions.
The story of Shivaji escaping Agra by

hidinginabasket,awidespreadandpop-
ulartale, isfirstmentionedinaRajasthani
letter written on September 3, 1666.
“After some thought, it was concluded
that he had escaped by crouching in the
pitaraswhichusedtocomeinandgoout,”
the letter states.
However, the incident related by the

FauzdarofNarwarseemsmoreplausible.
Historical empathydemandshistor-

ical literacy. Historically inappropriate
comparisons will keep being repeated
unless people are aware of the specific
conditions in which historical events
tookplace.
ProtectionoftheSwarajyaandwelfare

of his subjects were the motives that
pushed Shivaji to escape from Agra.
Comparing his love for his subjectswith
the political exigencies andmanoeuvers
of present-day politicians will be an in-
justice to the astuteness of Chhatrapati
ShivajiMaharaj.

Thewriter isAssistantProfessor,
DepartmentofHistory,

SavitribaiPhulePuneUniversity
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Shivaji’s Agra escape &
the many narratives

ITWASintheearly,blearyhoursofdawn
that I arrived back inMumbai last week
andthefirstthingInoticedwasourPrime
Ministersmilingproudlyoutofahoarding
that advertised India’s leadership of the
G20 for thecomingyear. Thenextmorn-
ing cameamessage onmyphone advis-
ingme to be proud of this historicalmo-
ment because the eyes of theworldwill
be on India in the coming year. In case I
hadneglectedtofullyregisterthis‘historic
moment,’ I was reminded of it by
speechesandarticlesbyhighofficialsand
by thePrimeMinisterhimself. In anarti-
cle that has been widely published he
wrote, “As the mother of democracy,
India’s national consensus is forged not
bydiktat,butbyblendingmillionsof free
voices intooneharmoniousmelody.”
Words like unity and diversity have

been tossed about in the past week, but
something elsewas going on under the
surface. Two BJP chief ministers popped
uponTVtodeclare indifferentwaysthat
IndianMuslimsmustlearntobehave.The
Chief Minister of Assam told NDTV that
‘love jihad’ must be stopped and that
Hinduscouldneverbechargedwithstart-
ing riots because Hinduswere naturally
non-violentpeople.TheChiefMinisterof
Madhya Pradesh came forward to assert
aggressivelythatitwastimeforauniform
civil code because nobody should be al-
lowedmore than onewife. On the cam-
paign trail the HomeMinister made a
dangerously ambiguous statement,
whichcouldbereadasanadmissionthat
the violence in Gujarat in 2002was or-
ganizedtoteach‘somepeople’alesson. It
wasalessonthathadclearlybeenlearned,
hesaid, sincetherehadnotbeenanother
communal riot inGujarat since.
Meanwhile, the Israeli film director

who described Kashmir Files as a vulgar,
propaganda film told Karan Thapar that
he had been inundatedwith violent an-
grymessages since he saidwhat he did.
Thereactiontohisdaringtocriticiseafilm
thattheIndianGovernmenthasgoneout
of itswaytopromotelefthimworried,he
said, about whether it was possible for
people in India to speak freely anymore.
He said, “The fact that someone gives a
criticalopinionof themovie,andIimme-
diately started to get thousands of ex-
tremelyviolentmessages…isthistheso-
ciety inwhichyouwant to live?”
Thisisaquestionweshouldallbeask-

ing. Butwith theeyesof theworldonus,
asweareconstantlybeingreminded, it is
vitalthatthePrimeMinisterstartspaying
more attention to the decline in our hu-
man rights record since he took office.
International watchdogs like the US
Commission on International Religious
Freedomhavenoticedthe‘crackdownon
civil society and dissent.’ TheModi gov-
ernmenthasastandardresponsetointer-
national criticism, and this is to reject it
outright as inaccurate andmotivated. It
needs to find a better response because
the eyes of the world will indeed focus
moresharplyonIndiainthecomingyear.
NarendraModiunderstandswell that

theaverage Indianvoter is thrilledbyin-
ternational approval. It heightens his
self-esteem even if he lives in extreme
povertydeprivedofnecessities likeclean
water and electricity. So,Modi has gone
out of hisway toorganise this huge fuss
over India’s leadership of the G20 this
year. He is in any case seen as an inter-
nationalherobytheaverageIndianvoter.
HisadvicetoVladimirPutinthatthiswas
not an era for war has been interpreted
by Indians as proof that he is the only
worldleaderwhocanstopRussia’smon-
strous war. Most Indians approve of
India’s ‘balanced’ stand on the conflict.
TheydonotcarethatPutin’swar isanat-
tempttocrushUkraine’s fightfordemoc-
racy and freedom.
It is also sad but true that unless you

areMuslim or Dalit you probably do not
care that these communities have faced
more violence and discrimination since
theriseofHindutva.Crimesagainstmem-
bersof thesetwocommunitiesusuallygo
unpunished. Figures collated by the
NationalCrimesBureaushowthat at the
endof lastyeartherewere71,000crimes
againstDalitsthatwere ‘pendinginvesti-
gation’. In thecaseofMuslims, the situa-
tionisworsebecausesinceHindutvalead-
ers took charge, ancient, historical
grievances have surfaced that have con-
vincedIndians,whoseonlyknowledgeof
historycomesfromTwitter,thatit istime
to‘avenge’thebarbaricviolenceof Islamic
invaders by declaring open season on all
Muslims.
ThefactthatKashmirFileshasbeenthe

most successful film of this year is proof
that a rage againstMuslims has built up
that has deeply disturbed the ‘harmony’
of India. Whatever Israeli film director,
Nadav Lapid,may think of this filmmat-
terslittlebecausethereisnopointeverin
arguing with the box office. I will say
thoughthatIhavenotmetanyIndianwho
haswatched this film and not come out
with a violent, angry reaction against all
Muslims. This is disturbing and it should
disturb the Prime Minister. Now that
India’srecordonhumanrightswillbeun-
der intense international scrutiny, it is
more than time that we rectify some of
thedisharmonythathasbeendeliberately
spreadbyModi’ssupportersandofficials.
Our dear Bharat Mata does not look so
harmonious thesedays.

The G20
moment

ApaintingbyMVDhurandharshowsShivajiat thecourtofAurangzeb.Wikipedia
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T
HEWHITE pick-up truck
still stands at the spot —
itsnumberplatemissing,
its windscreen pock-
markedwithbulletholes,
itssidescoveredwiththe

samefrayingyellowtarpaulinfromtheday
of thedeadlyattack,whichkilledsixof its
occupants, andmaimedtwofor life.
On December 4, 2021, the Indian

Army’s 21 Para Special Force had opened
fire at the truck — carrying eightminers
from Tiru on their way home to Oting in
Nagaland’sMondistrict—mistakingthem
for insurgents of the banned National
Socialist Council of Nagaland (Khaplang-
YungAung)group.
Theoperation–executedbyateamof30

andledbyanArmyMajor-rankcommander
—was based on inputs that cadres of the
NSCN-KYAandULFAwereoperating in the
Tiru-Oting area. Six haddied on the spot,
while twosurvived. In the clashes that fol-
lowedbetweenvillagers—mostlymenofthe
Konyak tribe that inhabits this part of
Nagaland—andthesecuritypersonnel,seven
morecivilians,andoneparatrooper,haddied.
Overnight,Oting,oneofthemanybastis

(villages) that dot the remote hills of east-
ernNagaland, reopened thewider debate
on the controversial Armed Forces Special
PowersAct (AFSPA) in theNortheast. It re-
sulted in theCentrepartiallywithdrawing
theAct—oftencriticised for theunbridled
power and impunity it gives to the armed
forces to operate in theNortheast— from
several parts of the region (Nagaland,
Manipur, Assam) in themonths that fol-
lowed. TheAct, however, is still in place in
Mondistrict,whereOtingfalls.Theincident
ledtheNationalHumanRightsCommission
totakesuomotucognisanceof thekillings,
and theNagaland government to set up a
Special Investigation Team (SIT) to “facili-
tate freeand fair investigation” in thecase.
In June, basedon theSIT’s report, the state
police filed a damning chargesheet accus-
ing the 30Armymen, including the com-
manderofMajorrank,of “attempttomur-
der”.Toinvestigatetheincident, theIndian
Army,too,setupaseparateCourtofInquiry,
aspertheArmyAct,1950.
Ayearlater,theCentre’sDepartmentof

MilitaryAffairs is yet to sanctionprosecu-
tionoftheaccused,aprotocolrequirement
under AFSPA. In July, the Supreme Court
stepped in, responding to awrit petition
filedbythewifeofoneoftheaccusedArmy
personnel,andstayedfurtherproceedings
on the FIR/SIT report. Army sources have
confirmedthattheCourtof Inquiryiscom-
plete, but its recommendations are still
awaited since thematter is now “sub-ju-
dice”.Till suchatime, theArmypersonnel
involvedcontinuetobeonduty.

■ ■ ■

It isthewhitepickuptruck—agrimre-
minderofthedeadlyambush—thatthevil-
lagers nowhold onto for “justice”. “Why
shoulditberemoved?Letitbethere.Letitbe
seenbytheworld…otherwiseeveryonewill
forget,” says45-year-oldChongmeiKonyak,
whosufferedabulletinjuryonhisleftfootin
theviolentaftermathoftheshooting.Heisa
formerArmySupplyCorpssoldierfromOting,
whooptedforearlyretirement.
LikeChongmeifears,notmanytangible

signsoftheincidentremaininOting.Onthe
Sunday before the first anniversary of the
incident,womenhurrybackhomeafterat-
tending church service in themorning. At
sundown,men drivewhite pickup trucks
—muchliketheonestheeightminerswere
in—fromtheopencastminesinTiruvalley,
wheretheywork,toOting.“Onthefaceof it,
life has carried on…it has to. But the grief
lingers,”saysNoklet,amemberoftheOting
villagecouncil.
It isfeltmostinthehomesandheartsof

the families who lost
theirown.Andtheones
whowitnesseditalland
survived.
Like Yeihwang

Konyak and Sheiwang
Konyak. The two sur-
vivors of the ambush—
andthekeywitnessesin
the SIT investigation —
made it back home in
February after two
months in the hospital.
But ithasbeenlessthan
ahappyhomecoming .
When The Indian

Expressvisitedhishome
inlateNovember,Yeihwang,31,wascurled
upinablanketonthefloor.Seatedonacane
murha (stool) beside him, his mother,
Kamyen, says.”(He is)Not dead, nor alive...
just suffering”.
In the year Yeihwang has been home,

Kamyen says her son has never spoken
about the incident. Asleep formost part of
theday,hewakesuponlytoexpressprimal
needs:thirst,hunger,orthepainintheback
of hishead fromthebullet.
Keapwang Konyak, his friend and the

president of theOting Students’ Union, re-
membersYeihwangas“acoolguy,whohad
no truckwith anyone”. “Now,” Keapwang
says,hisfriendisnomorethan“azindalaash”,
a living corpse. Yeihwang’s sister-in-law
Angunrecallshowtheywouldworktogether
in the fieldsandeat together.Buthehasnot
saidawordtoherafterhisreturn.“What’sthe
pointofbeingaliveifthereissomuchsuffer-
ing?Theworldhasmovedon,butforus,time
hasreallystoodstill,”shesays.
WhileSheiwang,theothersurvivorofthe

ambush, is better off thanYeihwang,much
has changed for him too. The bulletmarks
onhishead,handandstomachserveasphys-
icalremindersof theincident.Hislefteyelid
stilldroops fromthe lacerationof thebullet

thatgrazedit.Butitistheflashesoftheshoot-
ing, the images of his brother Thakwang’s
(whowas alsowith him in the truck) body
beingcarriedawaythatrevisithimoftenand
keephimawakeatnight.
Sheiwang nowbarely speaks, answer-

inginmonosyllables,avoidinganyeyecon-
tact,beforefinallysayingsoftly:“Ifwewere
in thewrong, if we had done something,
whathappened(tous)canstillbe justified
to some extent. Butwe had done nothing,
wehadmadenomistake…thatiswhyIstill
can'tmakesenseof it,”hesays.
On some days, Sheiwang — home-

bound,withnothingtokeephimbusy,and
desperate for answers—walks up the hill
tovisitYeihwang.“Buthedoesnotsayany-
thing,”hesays.

Following the inci-
dent,anex-gratiaofRs16
lakh and a government
jobwasgiventothefam-
ily of each of the de-
ceased.Thosewithgriev-
ous injuries received
compensation of Rs 1
lakh, while those who
hadminor injurieswere
paid Rs 50,000. The gov-
ernmentalsoboreall ex-
penses for their treat-
ment.
But for families like

Yeihwang’s, which sub-
sist on daily wagework,

themoney is barely enough tomake ends
meet, especiallywhen one earningmem-
berisboundtohisbed.“It'sbeenextremely
difficultforustogetby–theentirerespon-
sibilityofcaringforthehouseholdhasfallen
onme,”saysKumwang,Yeihwang’sbrother.
OtherslikeTingshenKonyak,a32-year-

oldgraduateofHistory,whowasinjuredin
the clashes following the ambush, have
found it difficult to “restart” their lives. “I
don't hang outwithmy friends anymore, I
don'tgotoweddings, I feelawkwardonso-
cial occasions, I don’t do anywork…for all
practical purposes, I am disabled,” says
Tingshen,whoserightthumbhadtobeam-
putatedbecauseof agunshot injury.
Chongmei, theArmySupplyCorps sol-

dier, says: “Mentally,physically, financially
—nothing is rightwithme.”

■ ■ ■

In June earlier this year, the Oting
Citizens’ForumwrotetotheChiefMinister
of Nagaland requesting government
jobs/government-sponsored benefits for
the injured.“All the injuredhavebecomea
burdentotheirfamilies,”thelettersaid,re-
ferring to the “emotional breakdown and

turmoil”of thepeopleofOting.
NyawangWangsha,whoistheMondis-

trictpresidentof theBJP,saidthatthesein-
jured survivors “deserved
better”.”Someone is half blind, someone
elsedoesn’thaveallhisfingers,someoneis
limping… it is sad that nothing has been
done tohelp them,”hesays.
A Nagaland government official, who

didnotwanttobenamed,saidtherequests
were forwarded to the state government
but “adecision isyet tobe taken”.
Speaking toThe IndianExpress,Nagaland

DeputyChiefMinisterYPattonsaidthathewas
personallynotawareofsucharequest.“Ihave
not receivedany such request—but if they
comeforward,ofcoursetheywillbehelped.If
sucharequesthasindeedcometotheCMO,I
amcertainitwillbetakenup,”hesaid,adding
thatthestategovernmenthad“requested”the
Centre toexpedite thesanctiontoprosecute.
“The SIT hasmade its findings clear…the
Centreshouldnowgiveafinaldecision.”
The Eastern Nagaland People’s

Organisation(ENPO),atribalbodythatrep-
resentsthesixdistrictsofeasternNagaland,
has called for a “blackday” onDecember 4
and5tomarkoneyearof the incident.
But on the ground, the seething anger

thatpervadedinthemonthsafter the inci-
denthasdissipatedtoa largeextent.There
aremurmursthateventhemostvocalcivil
society organisations,whomediatedwith
the government on behalf of the villagers,
are not pursuing thematter as actively as
theyhadbefore.
Thegovernmentofficialsays:“Whatwe

thoughtwouldhappen(intheaftermathof
the incident), andwhat has happened is
completely different. Unfortunately, the
matterhas fallenbythewayside.”
Aselectionsapproach,otherissueslikethe

Nagapeace talks, or thedemand for a sepa-
rate state by the easternNagalanddistricts
(Monisamongthem),hastakencentrestage.
AsocialworkerinNagalandsaysthatall

stakeholders— thegovernment, civil soci-
etyorganisations—were toblamefor “not
pursuingthematter”.“Wecanadvisethem
as much as we want to but it has to be
driven fromtheground,” shesays.
FromMondistrict’s Armybattalion, an

officialsaystheissuehasdieddown“forthe
bettermentof all”. “Rather than toholdon
to it and keep thatwound fresh for every-
one, it is better for everyone to forgive and
moveahead,”hesays.
“Moving ahead” is all that Tinghsen,

thehistorygraduate,wants. “In themorn-
ing, when Iwake up, I tell myself that to-
day is a newday. I can restart, I canmove
on.” But he looks down, and sees his am-
putated thumb. “If only itwas that easy,”
he says.
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It is the pickup truck
— a grim reminder of
the deadly ambush—
that the villagers now
hold onto for “justice”.
“Why should it be
removed? Let it be
there. Let it be seen by
the world…otherwise
everyonewill forget.”

‘Not dead, nor alive...
just suffering’

MONKILLINGS:AYEARLATER

TORAAGARWALA

MORE THAN six months after the
IndianArmysaid ithadcompleted its
Court of Inquiry into the killings in
Nagaland’sOtinginDecember2021,it
isyet todecideontheaction forward.
AtopArmyofficialtoldTheSunday

Express that theycouldnot “proceed”
on thematter because the case was
now “sub-judice”. “The Court of
Inquiry iscomplete inall respectsbut
thecaseissub-judicenow.Unlessthe
(Supreme) Court’s decision is fi-
nalised,wecannotproceedindepend-
ently,”theofficialsaid,addingthatthe
entire team involved in the incident,
save onewho has since retired, con-
tinues tobeonduty.
TheArmyhasstucktothelinethat

the December 4 ambush, where six
civiliansweregunneddownbythese-
curity forces,was a case of “mistaken
identity”. A day after the incident,
UnionHomeMinisterAmit Shahsaid
thesame inParliament.
InMay, addressing apress confer-

ence in Guwahati, the Indian Army's
Eastern Command chief Lt General
RanaPratapKalitahadadmittedtoan
“errorof judgment”.Hesaid,“Butthat
does not give us any leeway to put
things under the carpet. The report is
being examined. Any lapsewhichwe
feelhastakenplace,requisitediscipli-
nary actionwill be taken irrespective
of his rankorwhohe is.”
Meanwhile, inMarch,anSITsetup

bytheNagalandgovernmentsubmit-
ted its report and filed a chargesheet
indicting all 30 Army personnel in-
cludingtheteamcommanderofMajor
rankunderIPCsectionsrelatedtomur-
der, attempt tomurder, and destruc-
tionof evidence, amongothers.
The report accuses the operation

teamofgiving“wrongpositiveidenti-
ficationwithoutproperapplicationof
mind”. It further accuses the team
commander of “conspiring to kill the
occupants of the pick-up vehicle in

spite of the fact that the ground
sources inputwasdifferent”.
Allvictims,theSITconcluded,were

shotat “withaclear intention tokill”.
However, the Department of

Military Affairs is yet to give the
NagalandPolicesanctiontoprosecute
theArmypersonnel.
Meanwhile,theteamleader’swife

approachedtheSupremeCourtinJune
askingforastayonthechargesheetcit-
ing thenon-sanctionof prosecution.
In July, the court stayed proceed-

ings on the FIR and the report of the
SIT, invokingtheimmunitytheArmed
Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958, of-
fers to thesecurity forces.
AnArmysourcesaidthatwhilethe

entireincidentwasunfortunate,itwas
unintentional. “The teamwas follow-
ing an SOP, they were not acting on
theirownwhimsandfancies,”saidthe
source. “TheArmyhasacknowledged
theirmistake and has accepted there
waslossof life,butthereareothernu-
ancestoittoo.Thewholeincidenthas
broughtdownthemoraleoftheforces,
soanystephastobetakensensitively.”

ThepetitionbytheMajor’swifear-
gues that the ambush was not a
“whimsicaloperation,directedwith-
out any intelligence, but a bonafide
military operation, duly authorised
and directed.” It also argues that
members of the teamwere experi-
enced combatants, “not a team of
novices,orflybynightoperators, who
weretrigger-happy….asprojected”. It
says that the Major has put in “13
years of service as on date, and has
beenpartofnumeroussuccessfulmil-
itary combatoperations”.
Thepetitionaccuses theNagaland

Policeof“turningablindeyetothein-
juries faced by the Army for reasons
best known to them”. It claims the
death of the paratrooper Gautam Lal,
who was attacked with a dah (ma-
chete)ontheneck,wasn’tinvestigated
by the SIT, despite a registered FIR at
TizitPoliceStation inMondistrict.
On November 1, the Supreme

Court heard thematter again and di-
rectedtheNagalandstategovernment
to file a counter-affidavit. The next
hearing is listed forDecember27.

YeihwangKonyak,oneof the
survivorsof theambush,hasn’tbeen
thesamesincethe incident, sayshis
motherKamyen

Thepickuptruck,whichcameunder fire fromtheArmypersonnel,
hasn'tbeenmovedfromthesiteof the incident

Thewhite truck, themissing thumb, thecoolguywhoisnowazinda lash, thebullet
marks—daily reminders inOtingofDecember4,2021,when13villagerswerekilled inanArmy

ambushfollowedbyaclash.THESUNDAYEXPRESSgoesbackto theNagalandvillage
where it’shardtomoveon:“If only itwas thateasy”.
TextandphotographsbyTORAAGARWALA
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Army says probe report ready,
cites case in court for no action

SheiwangKonyak, theother
survivorof theambush,barely
speaks; (top) TingshenKonyak lost
his right thumbtoagunshot injury
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SEXOUTSIDEMARRIAGETOBEPENALISED
Indonesia’sParliament isexpectedtopassanewcriminalcodeonDecember15thatwill
penalisesexoutsidemarriagewithapunishmentofuptooneyear in jail.The legislative
overhaulwillalsobaninsultingthePresidentorstate institutionsandexpressingany
viewscounter toIndonesia'sstate ideology.Cohabitationbeforemarriage isalsobanned.

USA

Indiaisapartof
me:Pichaigets
PadmaBhushan
Washington: “India is a
part of me and I carry it
withmewherever I go,”
GoogleandAlphabetCEO
Sundar Pichai said, as he
received the prestigious
PadmaBhushan fromthe
Indian envoy to the US.
Pichai was awarded the
PadmaBhushan for 2022
in the Trade and Industry
category. He received
India’sthird-highestcivil-
ianawardinthepresence
of his close family in San
Francisco onFriday. “I am
gratefultotheIndiangov-
ernment and the people
of India for this immense
honour. It is incredibly
meaningful to be hon-
oured in this way by the
country that shapedme,"
Pichai saidwhile accept-
ingtheawardfromIndia’s
Ambassador to the US,
TaranjitSinghSandhu.PTI

TaranjitSinghSandhu
handsover thePadma
Bhushanto Pichai. PTI

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

ESTONIA

Estoniatobuy
USrocket
artillerysystem
Helsinki:NATOmember
and Russia's neighbour
Estonia is boosting its de-
fence capabilities by ac-
quiring an advanced US
rocket artillery system in
theBalticcountry'slargest
armsprocurementproject
ever,defenceofficialssaid
Saturday. A deal signed
Friday for the High
Mobility Artillery Rocket
Systemisworthover$200
million and includes
equipment, such as am-
munitionandrocketsand
training. The package in-
cludes HIMARS rockets
with ranges of 70-300
kilometers, the Estonian
Center Defence
Investmentsaid.Lockheed
Martin Corp. is expected
tomakethefirstdeliveries
in2024. AP

INDONESIA

Strongquake
shakesmain
island
Jakarta: A strong earth-
quake shook parts of
Indonesia’smain islandof
Java onSaturday, causing
panic andsendingpeople
into the streets, but there
were no immediate re-
portsofcasualties.Officials
saidtherewasnodangerof
a tsunami. The US
Geological Surveymeas-
ured thequakeatmagni-
tude 5.7 and said it was
centred about 18 km
southeast of Banjar, a city
betweenWestandCentral
Javaprovinces,atadepthof
112km. AP

ANATOLYKURMANAEV
BUENOSAIRES,DECEMBER3

THECROWDat a recent concert
exploded into rapturous cries as
thegroup’sfrontmanwalkedonto
the stage and began setting a
drumbeat,launchinghisbandon
animprovisedjourneyacrossmu-
sical genres that culminated an
hourlaterinastandingovation.
Overa30-yearcareer,Miguel

Tomasínhasreleasedover100al-
bums,helpedturnhisArgentine
bandintooneofSouthAmerica’s
most influential underground
acts,andhelpedhundredsofpeo-
plewithdisabilitiesexpresstheir
voicesthroughmusic.

Tomasínhasachievedthis in
part because of a distinctive
artistic vision that comes, his
family, fellow musicians and
friends said, from having been
bornwithDownsyndrome.His
story, they say, shows how art
canhelpsomeoneovercomeso-
cial barriers, andwhat canhap-
penwith an effort to elevate a
person’s talents, rather than fo-
cusingontheir limitations.
“Wemakemusicsothatpeo-

ple enjoy it,” Tomasín said in an
interview at his home in the
wind-swept Argentine city of
RioGallegos, near the country’s
southern tip.Music is “the best,
magical,”headded.
Although his prolific output

has not achieved commercial
success, it has had a significant
impactonhowpeoplewithdis-
abilities are perceived in
Argentinaandbeyond.
It has also inspiredmembers

of his band, Reynols, to establish
long-runningmusicworkshops
for peoplewithdisabilities. And
othermusicianstheyhaveworked
with have startedmore bands
whosemembers include those
withdevelopmentaldisabilities.
“ThankstoMiguel,manypeo-

plewhohadneverinteractedwith
a personwithDown syndrome
were able to become aware of
theirworld throughmusic,” said
Patricio Conlazo, an occasional
Reynolsmemberwho,afterplay-

ingwithTomasín, startedmusic
projects forpeoplewithdisabili-
tiesinsouthernArgentina.
Reynols’unconventionalap-

proachtomusichasalsoinspired

establishedmusicians.
“Iwasremindedbyhimthat

you canplaymusic as you like,”
saidMitsuru Tabata, a veteran
Japaneseexperimentalmusician

whohasrecordedwithReynols.
But the band’s freewheeling

soundhas itsdetractors, too.
A prominent British music

journalist, BenWatson, called
theirmusic“annoyingracket,”in
his 2010 book “Honesty Is
Explosive!,” in which he sug-
gested that Tomasín’s presence
inthebandwasapublicitystunt.
In its first years, the band

struggled to findvenues and la-
bels interested intheir improvi-
sational sound. A turning point
came nearly a quarter century
ago, in 1998, when they unex-
pectedly became a house band
onanArgentinepublictelevision
programme, which exposed
themtoanewaudience.

ThejobmadeTomasínthefirst
ArgentinewithDownsyndrome
to be employed by a national
broadcaster.“Itwasrevolutionary,
becausepeoplewiththesecondi-
tionswere largely hidden from
publicview,” saidClaudioCanali,
who helped produce the pro-
gram.Tomasínis58,although,like
manyother artists, he lowershis
age,insistingheis54.Hisparents
decided to send him to amusic
school,but theystruggledto find
onethatwouldaccepthim.
Oneday,in1993,theytriedan

unassuming place they came
across while shopping in their
BuenosAiresneighbourhood,the
School for the Comprehensive
FormationofMusicians.

The school becameanunex-
pectedartistichomeforTomasín.
His spontaneity and lackof inse-
curitiesmadeTomasín anatural
improviser,andanidealfitforthe
school’sgoaltocreatemusicwith-
outpreconceivedideas.“Wewere
lookingforthefreestmusicaluni-
versepossible,”saidAlanCourtis,
whotaughtattheschool.“Miguel
became the alarm thatwokeup
thedormantsideofourbrains.”
Tomasín’s big plan for the

near future is to stage a concert
in his new town, bringing his
bandmates from Buenos Aires,
1,600miles away, and inviting
hisnewfriends.“Letthemcome
tomyschool,”hesaid,“sowecan
allplay together.” NYT

MIGUEL TOMASÍN HAS BROUGHT ATTENTION TO ARTISTIC VISIONS OF PEOPLE WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

A drummer with down syndrome showing way to ‘freest musical universe’

Overa30-yrcareer,Tomasínhasreleasedover100albums.NYT
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CAPLIKELYTOTAKEEFFECTTOMORROW

Won’tacceptoilpricecap,preparingresponse, saysRussianofficial

REUTERS
KYIV,DECEMBER3

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden does
not intend to speak to his
Russian counterpart, Vladimir
Putin,aboutendingtheUkraine
war as conditions for such dis-
cussions currently do not exist,
theWhiteHousesaidonFriday.
“We’rejustnotatapointnow

wheretalksseemtobeafruitful
avenue to approach right now,”
national security spokesperson
JohnKirby told reporters.
Meanwhile,Russiasaidit“will

not accept” a price cap on its oil
andisanalysinghowtorespond,
theKremlinsaidincommentsre-
ported on Saturday, in response
to a deal by Western powers
aimedat limitingakeysourceof
fundingfor itswarinUkraine.
“Wewillnotacceptthiscap,”

RIAnewsagencyquotedhimas
saying. He added that Russia
would conduct a rapid analysis
of the agreement and respond
after that,RIA reported.
Russia has repeatedly said it

will not supply oil to countries
that implement the cap — a
stance reaffirmed by Mikhail
Ulyanov,Moscow’sambassador
tointernationalorganisationsin
Vienna, inpostsonsocialmedia
on Saturday. “Starting from this
year Europe will live without
Russianoil,”hesaid.

Russia’s reaction came after
theGroupofSeven(G7)nations
andAustraliaonFridaysaidthey
hadagreeda$60perbarrelprice
cap on Russian seaborne crude
oil. TheG7andAustraliasaid ina
statement thecapwouldtakeef-
fect onDecember5orvery soon
thereafter. It aims to reduce
Russia’s income fromselling oil,
whilepreventingaspikeinglobal
prices. EU governments,which
have resolved their differences
overthecap,willnowneedto ap-
proveitovertheweekend.TheG7
price cap will allow non-EU

countriestocontinueimporting
seaborne Russian crude oil, but
it will prohibit shipping, insur-
ance and re-insurance compa-
nies from handling cargoes of
Russiancrudearoundtheglobe,
unlessit issoldforlessthan$60.
That couldcomplicate the ship-
ment of Russian crude priced
abovethecap,eventocountries
whicharenotpart of the agree-
ment.RussianUralscrudetraded
ataround$67abarrelonFriday.
US Treasury Secretary Janet

Yellen said the capwill particu-
larly benefit low- andmedium-

incomecountriesthathaveborne
thebruntofhighenergyandfood
prices.Incommentspublishedon
Telegram,Russia'sembassyinthe
US criticisedwhat it called the
"dangerous"Westernmove and
saidMoscowwould continue to
findbuyers for itsoil.
“Steps like these will in-

evitably result in increasingun-
certainty and imposing higher
costs for raw materials' con-
sumers," it said. “Regardless of
the current flirtations, we are
confident that Russian oil will
continue tobe indemand."

RussianattackscontinuenearBakhmut,Ukraine.Reuters

REUTERS
HELSINKI, DECEMBER3

RUSSIA’S INVASION of Ukraine
has shownthatEurope is too re-
liant on theUS for its own secu-
rity,FinnishPrimeMinisterSanna
MarinsaidonFriday.Speakingat
a thinktank inSydney,Australia,
Marin advocated boosting
Europe’sdefencecapabilities,in-
cludingarmsproduction.
“I must be brutally honest

with you, Europe isn’t strong
enoughrightnow.Wewouldbe
in trouble without the US,"
Marin told an audience at the
Lowy Institute. She added she
hadspokenwithmanyUSpoliti-
cians, who had said they think
Europeshouldbestronger. “The
UShasgivenalotofweapons,fi-
nancial and humanitarian aids
to Ukraine and Europe isn’t
strongenoughyet,”Marinsaid.
“Wehave tomake sure that

wearebuildingthosecapabilities
when it comes to Europeande-
fence, Europeandefence indus-
try."InarecentspeechinHelsinki,
Marin saidEuropewascurrently
too reliant onChina for technol-
ogy and should investmore in
fieldssuchasartificialintelligence
andquantumcomputing.

Bidennot planning to speak toPutin,
G7 agrees$60per barrel oil price cap

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
CAIRO,DECEMBER3

IRAN ON Saturday began con-
struction on a new nuclear
power plant in the country’s
southwest, Iranian state TV an-
nounced,amidtensionswiththe
USoversweepingsanctionsim-
posed afterWashington pulled
outof theIslamicRepublic’snu-
cleardealwithworldpowers.
The announcement also

comesasIranhasbeenrockedby
nationwide anti-government
proteststhatbeganafterthedeath
of ayoungwoman inpolice cus-
tody and have challenged the
country’stheocraticgovernment.
The new 300-megawatt

plant,knownasKaroon,willtake
eight years to build and cost
around $2 billion, the country’s
statetelevisionandradioagency
reported. The plant will be lo-
catedinIran’soil-richKhuzestan
province, near its western bor-
derwith Iraq, it said.
Theconstruction site’s inau-

guration ceremony was at-
tended byMohammed Eslami,
head of Iran’s civilian Atomic
Energy Organization, who first
unveiled construction plans for
KarooninApril. Iranhasonenu-
clearpowerplantatitssouthern
portofBushehrthatwentonline
in 2011with help from Russia,
but also several underground
nuclear facilities.
The announcement of

Karoon’sconstructioncameless
thantwoweeksafter Iransaidit
had begun producing enriched

uranium at 60% purity at the
country’s underground Fordo
nuclearfacility.Themoveisseen
as a significant addition to the
country’snuclearprogram.
Enrichment to 60% purity is

one short, technical step away
fromweapons-grade levels of
90%. Non-proliferation experts
havewarned in recentmonths
thatIrannowhasenough60%-en-
richeduraniumtoreprocess into
fuelforatleastonenuclearbomb.

IN A statement issued by
Iran’s state-run IRNA news
agency on Saturday, the
country’s national security
council announced that
some200peoplehavebeen
killed during the protests,
thebody’sfirstofficialword
onthecasualties.Lastweek,
Iranian General Amir Ali
Hajizadehtalliedthe tollat
over 300. President
EbrahimRaisi hailed Iran’s
Islamic Republic as a guar-
antor of rights and free-
doms. “Iran has the most
progressive constitution in
theworld” because itmar-
ries “ideals with democ-
racy,” Raisi said in a speech
to parliamentarians. It also
“guarantees fundamental
rights and legitimate free-
doms,headded.AGENCIES

IRANSTATEBODYSAYS
200DEADINPROTESTS

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
TORONTO,DECEMBER3

INAmajormovethatwillbene-
fit thousands of Indian profes-
sionals and other foreigners in
Canada, the North American
country will expand its work
permit eligibility to the family
members of OpenWorkPermit
(OWP)holdersfromnextyearto
addressacute labour shortages.
The OWP allows foreign na-

tionalstoworkinCanadaforany
employerandany job.
Minister of Immigration,

Refugees and Citizenship Sean
FraseronFridayannouncedthat
his department is extending
workpermitstofamilymembers
of temporary foreignworkers.
“Canada is expandingwork

permits for family members!
Starting in 2023, spouses and
childrenof aprincipalapplicant
will be eligible to work in
Canada,” Fraser tweeted.
“Expandingtheeligibilityfor

work permits to family mem-
bers accompanying the princi-
palapplicanttoCanadawillhelp
address labour shortages by as-
sisting employers in finding the
workers theyneed,”hesaid.
Employers across the coun-

try continue to identify a lackof
workers as their biggest obsta-
cle, Fraser said. The newmeas-
ure,hesaid,willhelpemployers
findtheworkerstheyneedtofill
theirlabourgaps.Priortothisan-
nouncement,spouseswereonly
eligible for awork permit if the
principalapplicantwasworking
inahigh-skill occupation.

Canada to allow
jobs for kin of
Open Work
Permit holders

ProtestagainstChina’sCovidrestrictions in frontof theChineseEmbassy inBerlin.Reuters

THENEWYORKTIMES
DECEMBER3

ONSUNDAY,whenZhangwent
toprotestChina’sstrictCovidpoli-
cies in Beijing, he thought he
camepreparedtogoundetected.
Heworeabalaclavaandgoggles
tocoverhisface.Whenitseemed
that plainclothes police officers
were following him, he ducked
intothebushesandchangedinto
anewjacket.Helosthistail.That
night, when Zhang returned
homewithoutbeingarrested,he
thoughthewasintheclear.
Butthepolicecalledthenext

day.Theyknewhehadbeenout
becausetheywereabletodetect
that his phone had been in the
area of the protests, they told
him.Twentyminuteslaterthree
officers knocked at his door.

Similar stories are being told by
protesters across China this
week. Police have used faces,
phonesand informants to iden-

tifythosewhoattendedprotests.
Usually they force those they
track down to pledge not to
protest again. Often inexperi-
encedwith being tracked, pro-
testers expressed bafflement at
howtheywerefoundout.Outof
fear of further repercussions,
manyhavedeletedforeignapps
like Telegram that have been
used to coordinate and spread
imagesof theprotestsoverseas.
Chinese police have assem-

bledoneof theworld’smostso-
phisticatedsurveillancesystems.
Theyhavehung camerasby the
millionsonstreetcornersandat
theentrancestobuildings.They
have bought powerful facial
recognition software and pro-
grammed it to identify local cit-
izens who live nearby. Special
software crunches the data and
images thatare scoopedup.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
WASHINGTON,DECEMBER3

THE UNITED States has desig-
nated 12 countries, including
China,PakistanandMyanmar,as
“countriesofparticularconcern”
forthecurrentstatusofreligious
freedominthesenations.
Announcing this on Friday,

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said, around theworld,
governments and non-state ac-
tors harass, threaten, jail, and
evenkill individuals onaccount
of theirbeliefs.
In some instances, they sti-

fle individual freedom of reli-
gion or belief to exploit oppor-
tunities forpoliticalgain.These
actions sow division, under-
mine economic security, and
threaten political stability and
peace.TheUSwillnotstandbyin
thefaceoftheseabuses.
“Today,Iamannouncingdes-

ignations against Burma
(Myanmar), the People’s
Republic of China, Cuba, Eritrea,
Iran, Nicaragua, the DPRK,
Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan as
Countries of Particular Concern
undertheInternationalReligious
FreedomAct of 1998 for having
engaged in or tolerated particu-
larlysevereviolationsofreligious
freedom,”hesaid.
Simultaneously,Blinkenalso

placed Algeria, the Central
African Republic, Comoros and
Vietnam on SpecialWatch List
forengagingortoleratingsevere
violationsof religious freedom.

US designates
Pak, China and 10
others as nations
of concern

Islamabad:ThePakistangovern-
mentonSaturdayinvitedImran
Khan’sPakistanTehreek-e-Insaf
partyforholding“unconditional
talks”, saying negotiations are
part of the political process and
complex problems are resolved
whentwosidesheareachother.
Addressingajointpresscon-

ference with Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah, Minister for
Railways Khawaja SaadRafique

said the opposition PTI party
shouldsitdownandnegotiateto
resolve the impasse over hold-
ing early general elections. The
development comes after PTI
chief Khan on Friday warned
that he would dissolve the as-
semblies in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa provinces ruled
by his party if the government
didnotsitdownfortalksandan-
nouncedates forelections. PTI

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,DECEMBER3

TWO INDIAN Americans —
Congressman Ro Khanna and
Vijaya Gadde – figure in US
President JoeBiden’ssonHunter
Biden’s laptop storywhose full
disclosureTwitterCEOElonMusk
has announced would be re-
leasedonthemicrobloggingsite.
Musk said on Friday he

would release details about
what he characterised as
Twitter’s“suppression”ofacon-
troversialstorydonebytheNew
York Post about Hunter Biden’s
laptopthatwaspublishedbefore
the2020USelection.
Healsotweetedthatitwould

be “awesome” and therewould
bea“liveQ&A”onthe topic.
Thestoryclaimedtocontain

emails retrieved from a laptop
belonging to Hunter. The New
York Post said it learned of the
emails’ existence from Trump’s
ex-WhiteHouse chief strategist

SteveBannon, andobtained the
emails from Trump’s personal
lawyeratthetimeRudyGiuliani.
Twitter initially limited the

distribution of the story, citing
concerns that it couldbe the re-
sult of a foreign disinformation
campaign. But the socialmedia
companyquicklybacktrackedon
itsresponse,withthen-CEOJack
Dorsey calling the decision to
block the link“unacceptable.”
Khanna is the Democratic

Congressman representing
SiliconValley intheUSHouseof
Representatives, while Gadde,
an attorney, served as general
counsel and the head of legal,
policy, and trust at Twitter, be-
fore shewas fired by new boss
andCEOMusk. PTI

Musksaid
hewill
release
detailsabout
thestory

Two Indian Americans at
centre of Hunter Biden’s
censored laptop story

THECAPisawaytolimit
Russia’searningswhile
keepingRussianoil flow-
ingtotheglobaleconomy.
Theaim:hurtMoscow’s
financeswhileavoidinga
sharpoilpricespikeif
Russia’soil issuddenly
takenoff theglobalmar-
ket. Insurancecompanies
andotherfirmsneededto
shipoilwouldonlybeable
todealwithRussiancrude
if theoil ispricedatorbe-
lowthecap.

Move
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BEIJING ON Saturday
cheeredtheremovalofCovid
testing booths while
Shenzhen said itwould no
longerrequirecommutersto
present test results totravel.
The southern city of
Shenzhen announced it
wouldnolongerrequirepeo-
pletoshowanegativeCovid
testresulttousepublictrans-
portorenterparks,following
similarmoves by Chengdu
andTianjin. REUTERS

BEIJING, SHENZHEN
LOOSENCOVID CURBS

China’s police used phones and
faces to track down protesters

Europe not too
strong, reliant
on US: Marin

Pak govt invites Imran’s party
for ‘unconditional negotiations’

RELIGIOUSFREEDOM

Construction on new
nuclear plant begins,
says Iran state media

New Delhi
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Crude Watch
OILDIPS 1.5%, POSTSWEEKLYGAINS
Oil futures slipped 1.5% ahead of a meeting of the OPEC+ on
Sunday. Brent crude futures and US WTI dipped in and out of
negative territory, but notched their first weekly gains at around
2.5% and 5%, respectively, after three weeks of drops. REUTERS

ALOT ISRIDINGONTHISMERGERSTRATEGY,NOTJUSTTATAGROUPBUTFOR INDIANAVIATION

MIHIRMISHRA
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER3

“ThegenesisofVistaragoesback
to years of 1932 and1947,when
TataAirlinesandMalayanAirways
eachrespectivelyenteredtheavi-
ation space... their journeyshave
converged, leading to the forma-
tionofVistara,”thecoverpagear-
ticleofVistara’sfirstinflightmag-
azinepublished in January2015
announced. Themagazine cover
hadtwoflaps—onehadJRDTata’s
image and the other had a
Singapore Airlines’ cabin crew
member on it,which opened to
the picture of a gleaming new
Vistaraaircraft.
In 2015, Vistarawas not just

seenasanairlineventureforthe
TataGroup!Itwasanattemptby
thediversifiedTataGrouptocre-
ate a product, in partnership
with Singapore International
Airlines,thatcarriedforwardthe
legacy of J R D Tata. Vistara, the
namethatcamefromaSanskrit
word Vistaarmeaning limitless
expanse, was living up to its
nameandrapidlyexpandingtill
the Tata Groupwon the bid to
pick the Indian government’s
100% stake inAir India last year.
Thepromotershadput inabout
Rs9,400croreinVistaratilldate.
The government, after more
thanonedeadlineextensionand
in its second disinvestment at-
tempt, was successfully able to
sell the state-owned airline to
the Tata Group, which paid Rs
18,000crore, includingRs2,700
crore as cash payment, to the
government.Theairlinewasfor-
mallytransferredtothegroupin
January thisyear.
FortheTataGroup,thisacqui-

sitionwasprojected as a home-
comingofsortsandAirIndiawas
thenchosenas themember that
will carry forwardthe JRDlegacy
— JRDwas the founder of Tata
Airlines thatwas later renamed
AirIndiaandheflewthefirstTata
Airlines flight betweenKarachi
andMumbai viaAhmedabad in
October 1932. From there on, it
wasclear thatVistara’sdaysmay
benumbered, as amergerwith
Air Indiawas seenas a ‘foregone
conclusion’.
With the November 30 an-

nouncement of SIA getting 25.1
percentinAirIndia,thecombined
groupwill embark on a journey
thatwouldeventuallyleadtofour

airlinesshrinkingtotwo-AirIndia
and Vistara as Air India andAir
IndiaExpressandAirAsiaIndiaas
a low-fare carrier. The twomain
challengesarelikelytobehuman
resource synergies andnetwork
integration.

HR Integration
During the due diligence

process of AI, it became clear to
thepeopleattheTataGroupthat
theairlinehasalotofstaffthatare
not required foroperationalpur-
poses. Therewere far toomany
people stationed at airports and
indepartments for coordination
purposes.A lotof processeswith
respecttoaircraftspareswerenot
computerised,thus,requiringalot
of people. To be fair to Air India,
the airline companydid require
coordinationwith the govern-

ment on everymajor decision
sinceitwasownedbythem.
It is learnt that the current

CEO&MDCampbellWilsonhad
expresseddisappointmentwith
the quality of workforce in Air
IndiaandexpectsVistara’swork-
force to set a benchmark and
helpimprovethesituation.“The
skills, people, systems and
processes that have driven
Vistara’s success will comple-
ment,strengthenandaccelerate
AirIndia’sVihaan.AItransforma-
tionprogramme,andenablethe
newAirIndiatomorequicklyat-
tain the size, reach and quality
befitting of aworld class airline
proudly representing India
around the globe,”Wilsonwas
quoted in a statement issuedby
Air IndiaonThursday.
Vihaan.AI is a five-year plan

oftheTataGroupthataimsatin-
creasingdomesticmarketshare
to 30per cent and considerably
increasing internationalmarket
share. A similar sentimentwas
echoed by Vistara CEO Vinod
Kannan in his email to its em-
ployees. A senior executive, in
the know, explained that the
merger of Air India and Vistara
willbecomemuchmoreclearin
a year’s time, when the airline
lays off people through retire-
ments and Voluntary
RetirementScheme(VRS).
Throughretirements,AirIndia

wastosee5,000oftheover9,000
permanentemployeesgoby2027
—thishasbeenadvancedby the
airlineseeingabout3,000people
opt forVRS. “Barringpilots, crew
andengineering staff, the airline
mayseepeoplego,”saidanexec-

utiveonaconditionofanonymity.
To put things in perspective,
Vistarahas about4,700employ-
ees. Any integration of two cul-
turallydissimilarorganisationsis
fraughtwithhurdles, justlikethe
earlier Air India-IndianAirlines
merger. Only time will tell
whetherthisstrategycouldbring
backglorydays forAir India, but
onethinglookscertain—Vistara’s
shortlegacycouldhelpgivewings
toAir India’s flight fornot just its
revival,butalsoforrekindlingthe
brandtoitsformerglory.
Going ahead, the aviation in-

dustry in India and across the
globe would keenly track the
flight path of the Air India and
Vistaracombine—witha lot rid-
ingonthisturnaroundstrategyfor
not just the Tata Group, but for
Indianaviationtoo.
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VISTARATIMELINE
October2013:FIPB
approvesJVcalledTata
SIAAirlinesLtd
August2014:Vistara
brandnameunveiled;
Nametakenfrom
SanskritwordVistaar,
meaninglimitless
expanse
December2014:
DGCAissuesAir
OperatorPermit
January2015:

Vistarastartsoperations
–firstflightwasfrom
DelhitoMumbai
February2020:First
internationalflightto
Singapore
November2022:Tata
&SIAannouncemerger
ofVistarawithAirIndia

■ TataGroupacquires100%
stakeinJan2022from
government
■ GroupnowhasAir
India,AirIndiaExpress,
AirAsiaIndia&Vistara
■ VistaratomergewithAir
India;AirAsiaIndiatomerge

withAirIndiaExpress
■MergerofAirIndia
Express/AirAsiaIndia
likelytoconcludebynext
year

■MergerofVistara/AirIndia
likelytoconcludebyMarch
2024

OCTOBER2022
VISTARAMERGERANNOUNCED INNOV

NEWAIR INDIA VISTARA NEWAIRINDIA
TATA
SONS:
51% TATASONS:

74.9%

SIA:
49%

SIA:
25.1%

LANDING
PREPARATION

ACCORDINGTOtheplan,theAir
India Groupwill have two air-
linesbytheendofMarch2024-
full servicecarrierunder theAir
India brand and a low-cost car-
rierbymergingAirIndiaExpress
andAirAsia India.
“The low-cost carrier under

Air Indiawill have a newbrand
name,” said anofficial source in
theknow.
The Group has already ap-

plied to the government for the
mergerofAIExpressandAirAsia
India under one Air Operator’s
Permit orAOP. Air India Express
AOP will be kept and the new
low-costsubsidiarywillbeoper-
atedunderit.TheIndiandomes-
ticmarkethasbecomealow-fare
marketwith 80 per cent of pas-
sengers flying low-cost carriers
withmarketleaderIndiGoalone
ferrying56.7percentofthetotal
market, according to October
data releasedby theDirectorate
GeneralofCivilAviation .
The low-cost unit will oper-

ate domestic flights on routes
that do not require full-service
flightsandalsooperateflightson
short-haul international routes,
which are currently connected
by Air India Express that oper-
atesprofitableflightstotheGulf
andsoutheastAsia.

AirIndiawillfocusmainlyon
long-haulinternationalroutesas
wellasfocusonoperatingflights
on routes, where there is a de-
mand for full-service capacity,
sayDelhi-Mumbai for instance.
“There is clarity: Not all

flights routes in India require
premiumclass flightsandthose
routes will be left for the AI
Express and AirAsia India com-
bine. On the other routes, Air
India will offer premium class
capacity,”saidasource,whodid
notwant tobe identified.
On the international routes,

Air India is likely towork in tan-
dem with SIA, which would
mean focussingmore on flights
tothewestof Indiathatincludes
EuropeandAmericas.SIA,onits
part, will continue to operate
andfurtherstrengthenflightsto
the east of India that includes
Australia, Japan and the west
coast of the US. Together, these
two airlines will provide an al-
ternative fornot justpeople fly-
ingoutof Indiabutalso flyingto
thewest fromtheeastof India -
Thiscouldwellbecomeanalter-
native to carriers from the
MiddleEast,about80percentof
their total passengers out of
India fly to Europe and the
Americasthroughtheirairports.

Network integration:
Full service push,

synergies with SIA key

Vistara’s first in-flightmagazinepublished in January2015.

The Neu Air India Flight Path
Vistara’s short
legacymayhelp
givewings toAir
India torekindle
its lostglory

BRIEFLY
RBIDyGovernor
Mumbai: Speculation
around fintechs replacing
banks is a “misconception”,
butlendersneedtobemore
diligentinadoptingtechno-
logical changes, Reserve
Bank Deputy Governor T
RabiSankarsaidonSaturday.

SJVN,solar
New Delhi: State-owned
SJVN Ltd on Saturday said
that its arm SJVN Green
Energy has bagged a 200
MWsolarprojectworthRs
1,200 crore from
Maharashtra State
Electricity Distribution
CompanyLtd.Thetentative
costofthisprojectisaround
Rs1,200croreandtheproj-
ect is expected to generate
455.52MillionUnits (MUs)
in the 1st Year and the cu-
mulativeenergygeneration
over a period of 25 years
would be about 10,480.82
MUs,itsaid.

IMF,India
Washington:The IMF “fully
supports”theG20agendaof
India,which is planning to
usetheongoingglobalcrises
as an opportunity to seek
consensusonissuesthatre-
quireurgentattention,asen-
iorofficialfromtheinterna-
tional financial body has
said.Indiaformallyassumed
the G20 Presidency on
Thursday. PTI

1) Applications are invited from eligible candidate for the post of

“Registrar” on contractual basis (On consolidated salary)

2) Details of eligibility conditions are available on AIT

website

3) Applications should reach through email to by
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www.aitpune.com

career@aitpune.edu.in

ARMY INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (AIT)

Alandi Road, Dighi Hills, Pune – 411015

Tele: 7249250184 / 185 Website: www.aitpune.com

REQUIRED:REGISTRAR

Tender No: 59/22-23/SE/PHC/PKD JJM - 2021-22 - WSS to Thenkara
Panchayths - Supplying, Laying, Testing, Commissioning and maintenance of
distribution systems with providing FHTCs - 6538 Nos. including road
restoration. EMD : Rs. 500000 Tender fee: Rs. 15000 Last Date for submitting
Tender: 22-12-2022 03:00:pm Phone: 04912544927 Website:
www.kwa.kerala.gov.in www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

Superintending Engineer

PH Circle

KWA-JB-GL-6-1168-2022-23 Palakkad

NewDelhi:IPO-boundtraveltech
firm OYO on Saturday an-
nounced itwill downsize about
10percentofits3,700-employee
base by cutting 600 jobs in the
technology and corporate verti-
cals and hiring 250members,
primarily in the relationship
managementteams.
OYO said themove is part of

implementing wide ranging
changes in its organisational
structure.Itisdownsizingitsprod-
uct & engineering, corporate
headquarters, andOYOVacation
Homesteams,while itaddspeo-
ple to the partner relationship
management and the business
developmentteams.
“OYOwill downsize 10 per

cent of its 3,700-employeebase,
whichincludesfreshhiringof250
members and letting go of 600
employees,”astatementsaid.
Product and engineering

teams are being merged for
smootherfunctioning, itadded.
RiteshAgarwal, founder and

GroupCEO,OYO,said:“Wewillbe
doing all thatwe can to ensure
thatmost of the peoplewe are
havingtoletgo,aregainfullyem-
ployed.EverymemberoftheOYO
teamandImyselfwillproactively
endorse the strength of each of
these employees ... It is unfortu-
nate thatwe are having to part
wayswith a lot of these talented
individualswhohavemadevalu-
ablecontributions...” PTI

OYO to cut
600 jobs
in tech,
corporate
verticals

REUTERS
TOKYO, DECEMBER3

RENAULTSAandNissanMotorCo
areset to forgoaWednesdayan-
nouncementof adeal to restruc-
ture their automotive alliance as
they struggle to bridge their dif-
ferences, three people familiar
withthemattersaid.
Intheirdiscussions,Renaultis

looking toNissan to invest in its
electric vehicle business,while
Nissan is seeking the sale of part
of Renault’s 43per cent stake in
Nissantoputthetwopartnerson
amoreequalfooting.Thecarmak-
ers remained apart on how to
share intellectual property, the
people, who declined to be
named, said. Renault andNissan
declinedtocomment.

‘Renault and
Nissan set
to forgo
alliance deal’

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER3

THE NATIONAL Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI) has
extendedthedeadlinetocomply
with its 30 per cent cap on the
market shareof platformsoper-
ating on the Unified Payments
Interface(UPI)bytwoyears.The
moveisbeingseenasamajorre-
lief forWalmart and Flipkart-
backedPhonePeandGooglePay,
which command amajority of
theUPImarketsharecurrently.

WhydidNPCIextend
thedeadline?
NPCI had initially

planned to enforce the
market cap rules in
January 2021, saying it
would limit any single
payments app from
processingmorethan30percent
of UPI transactions in amonth,
but has postponed the timeline
several timessince.
In a circular issued Friday, it

extended thedeadlineyet again
untilDecember31,2024,“taking
into account the present usage
and future potential of UPI and
otherrelevant factors”.
“Inviewofthesignificantpo-

tential of digital payments and
theneed formulti-foldpenetra-
tionfromitscurrentstate,itisim-
perative that other existing and
new players (banks and non-
banks) shall scale-up their con-
sumeroutreachforthegrowthof

UPI and achieve overallmarket
equilibrium,” read the
NPCIcircular.

Howcouldit impact
UPIplatforms?
Industry analysts

believe that themove
comes as a shot in the

armforPhonePeandGooglePay,
which collectively controlmore
than80percentofUPI’smarket
share. For platforms like Paytm
andWhatsAppPay,however,the
extensioncouldbeseenasanat-
ural loss. As of October, Paytm
hadamarketshareof15percent
onUPI. In comparison, PhonePe
had a 47 per centmarket share
while Google Pay accounted for
around35percent.
“Weareobviouslyrelievedto

seetheUPImarketsharecapget
extended by two years. At
PhonePe’s scale, to reduce our
UPI market share to 30% we
wouldbeforcedtodenyUPIpay-

ment services to crores of
Indians,andthatwouldbetotally
detrimental to the incredible
Indian digital payments growth
story,” Sameer Nigam, CEO and
founder of PhonePe said in a
statement.
Headdedthat thenewregu-

latory circulator “acknowledges
thattheburdenisonotherexist-
ingandnewUPIplayerstoinvest
moretime,effort&moneytoin-
crease their own UPI market
share.”

HowisUPIperforming?
After touching anewhighof

Rs12.11lakhcroreinOctober,UPI
transaction value for themonth
ofNovembercameinatRs11.90
lakhcrore.However,thetransac-
tioncountat7.3billioninOctober
remainedthesameinNovember.
AccordingtotheReserveBankof
India’sPaymentVision2025,UPI
isexpectedtoregisteranaverage
annualisedgrowthof50percent.

■Themoveisbeingseenas
amajorrelief forWalmart
andFlipkart-backed
PhonePeandGooglePay,
whichcommandamajority
of theUPImarketshare
currently

■NPCIhadinitiallyplanned
toenforcethemarketcap
rulesinJanuary2021,saying

itwouldlimitanysingle
paymentsappfrom
processingmorethan30per
centofUPItransactionsina
month,buthaspostponed
thetimelineseveraltimes
since

■InacircularissuedFriday,
itextendeddeadlineagain
untilDecember31,2024

RELIEF FORPHONEPEANDGOOGLEPAY

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER3

THEGOVERNMENTwillcomeup
withamethodologytocheckim-
portsfromneighbouringnations,
which are non-compliant to
trusted source rules of the tele-
com sector, UnionMinister for
CommunicationsandITAshwini
VaishnawsaidonSaturday.
Theminister had ameeting

withover40CEOsoftelecomgear
makers that have qualified for
production linked incentive
schemeanddecidedtosetup4-5
taskforcestoprovidemarketsup-
porttothemaswellasstreamline
their business for value addition
intheeconomy.
Telecom gear makers ex-

pressedconcernaroundimportof
networkgear fromChina,which
is being routed through other

neighbouringcountries.
Whenasked about concerns

around such imports, theminis-
tersaid,“Thisissuewasdiscussed.
Representativesfromcustomsde-
partment, financeministry and
otherministries... workwill be
doneonittodevisehowtocheck
it in amethodicalmanner.” The
ministersaidthatthecompanies
undertelecomPLIareclosetostart
exportoftheirgearsandIndiawill
becomeanexportingnationvery
soon.“Duringthemeeting,many
new ideas came, forwhichwe
havesetup5-6taskforces.Atask
forcehasbeensetupforcreating
the component ecosystem.
Anothertaskforcehasbeensetup

fordeveloping4-5chips,thentak-
ingthosechipsfromdesigntopro-
duction.Thirdtaskforcehasbeen
set up to develop highly skilled
workers,designersinthetelecom
sector,”Vaishnawsaid.
He said that the companies

askedforsupporttestingandcer-
tification,whichisrequiredforex-
porting products, forwhich an-
othertaskforcehasbeensetupto
optimisetheuseoftestbedsinIIT
Madras, Telecom Engineering
Centre. “Frommyinteraction, in-
dustry is confident that they are
ingoodtractionandIndiashould
becomeatechnologyexporterin
the coming years in a very sure
andcertainway,”Vaishnawsaid.

Tender No : 60/22-23/SE/PHC/PKD Jal jeevan Mission - 2020-21- WSS to Karimpuzha

Panchayath - Construction, commissioning and maintenance of 3.50 ll OHSR at Kariyode and

construction of pump house supplying, laying, testing, commissioning and maintenance of Clear

Water Pumping main to Kariyode and prombra OHSRs, distribution system with providing

FHTCs- 2822 Nos, Supply and erection of RW and CW pump sets. including road restoration.

EMD : Rs. 500000 Tender fee: Rs. 15000 Last Date for submitting Tender: 23-12-2022 03:00:pm

Phone: 04912544927 Website: www.kwa.kerala.gov.in www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

Superintending Engineer

PH Circle

KWA-JB-GL-6-1173-2022-23 Palakkad

MEETINGWITHOVER40TELECOMGEARMAKERSWhy NPCI has extended UPI
market cap deadline by 2 yrs

AshwiniVaishnaw,Minister
forCommunications&IT. File

Will tighten scrutiny of imports: Vaishnaw

New Delhi
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IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f ³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f, ¶fSXZ»feÜ
BÊ-d³fdUQf Af¸fÔÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff

´fÂffÔI : 81/ Ad½fq Af.d·f./ 2022-23 dQ³ffÔI : 03/12/2022
³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f ¶fS Z»fe õfSf Àf²fSf´fbS dÀ±f°f E¸fqEÀfqO¶»¹fcq ´»ff¯M À±f»f ´fS ´fiÀfÔÀI S¯f ÀfÔ¹fÔÂf À±ff´f³f EUÔ ´»ff¯M IZ ÀfÔ¨ff»f³f
U SJ-SJfU (BÀf Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ Request For Proopsal for setting up of 500 TPD Municipal Solid Waste
Processing Facility at Sathrapur in Nagar Nigam Bareilly) I f¹fÊ W Z°fb BÊ-d³fdUQf Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf SWe W`Ü Cö
BÊ-d³fdUQf I û CØfS ´fiQZVf I e BÊ-´fiû¢¹fûS¸fZÔM I e UZ¶fÀffBM http://etender.up.nic.in ´fS QZJf þf ÀfI °ff W`Ü VffÀf³ffQZVf
ÀfÔ£¹ff 4848/9-5-2018-470 Àff/2018 ³f¦fS dUI fÀf A³fb·ff¦f-5 »fJ³fD dQ³ffÔI 10 dQÀfÔ¶fS 2018 IZ Ii ¸f ¸fZÔ d³fdUQf
Vfb»I +GST Afg³f»ffB³f AfSMeþeEÀf IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ E-Tender Nagar Nigam Bareilly IZ ³ff¸f ³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f I û¿f
¸fZÔ ³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f ¶fS Z»fe IZ Jf°ff ÀfÔ£¹ff 3647000100980707 °f±ff AfBÊqER qEÀfqÀfeq I ûO PUNB0364700 ´fÔþf¶f
³fZVf³f»f ¶f`ÔI ¸fZÔ þ¸ff dI ¹ff þf³ff Ad³fUf¹fÊ Wû¦ff, dþÀfI e ÀI` ³f I fg´fe MZÔOS IZ Àff±f A´f»fûO I S³fe Wû¦feÜ þ¸ff³f°f SfdVf
¶feq þeq/ER qOeqAfSq IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ¸¹fbd³fdÀf´f»f I d¸fV³fS, ³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f ¶fS Z»fe IZ ³ff¸f ¶fÔ²fI Wû¦fe dþÀfI e ÀI` ³f I fg´fe
MZÔOS IZ Àff±f A´f»fûO I S³fe Wû¦fe Ü d³fdUQfI °ffAûÊÔ ÀfZ A³fbSû²f W` dI UZ A´f³fe °fI ³feI e AüS dUØfe¹f d³fdUQf IZ U»f
Afg³f»ffB³f ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ We ´fiÀ°fb°f I SZÔÜ
Schedule of Activities:

Sr. No. Activity Description Date & Time
1 Issue & Download of RFP 5/12/2022 from 12:00 PM
2 Pre-Bid Meeting 12/12/2022 at 03:00 PM
3 Due Date of Bid-Submission 26/12/2022 at 03:00 PM
4 Opening of Technical Bid 27/12/2022 at 12:00PM
5 Opening of Financial Bid After Technical Evaluation

WÀ°ff./- Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹fa°ff
³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f, ¶fSmX»fe

*A³¹f dUUS¯f, d³f¹f¸f EUÔ Vf°fZÊÔ Cö UZ¶fÀffBM ´fS °f±ff RFP Of¢¹fc¸fZÔM ¸fZÔ QZJe þf ÀfI °fe W`ÔÜ

General Manager (P&A),
Capital Region Urban Transport

§ Capital Region Urban Transport (CRUT) invites Proposal from interested agencies for the
above-mentioned purpose. Please refer theRFPdocument for details.

§ The RFP document shall be available from 01/12/2022 onwards in following web portal:
www.capitalregiontransport.in. Any further intimation (i.e. Corrigendum/ Addendum/
Responses to thequeries/Clarifications) shall beuploaded in the abovewebsite only.

§ Applicants are required to submit duly filled Proposal as per the prescribed formats on or
before 12/12/2022 by 4:00 PM. The Proposals received shall be opened at 5:00 PM on
12/12/2022.

§ In case of any queries/clarifications, email at
§ CRUT reserves the right to accept or reject bid process without assigning any reasons

thereof.

crutbbsr@gmail.com.

CAPITAL REGION URBAN TRANSPORT
Regd.Office : Plot No. 548/1452, Patia, Kalarahanga, Bhubaneswar, Odisha,

(India) Pin No – 751024,Phone : 0674- 3501580, E-Mail :- crutbbsr@gmail.com,
Notice No. 2674/CRUT Date. 30/11/2022REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
FOR SUPPLY, INTEGRATION, TESTING & COMMISSIONING OF ELECTRONIC

TICKETING MACHINES WITH CLOUD BASED MANAGED AFCS FOR THE PUBLIC
TRANSPORT VEHICLES MANAGED BY CRUT ALONG WITH OPERATION AND

MAINTENANCE OF 7 (4+3) YEARS.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION

ENGINEER, JEYPORE (R&B) CIRCLE,
JEYPORE INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
Bid Identification No. C.C.E.J.C (R&B) - 12/2022-23

No. 4637 Date. 28.11.2022

B-917

1. Nature of the work : BUILDING & BRIDGE WORKS
2. Total No. of Works : 02 (Two) Nos.

3. Estimated cost : Rs. 114.39 Lakhs to 470.41 Lakhs As
per works.

4. Period of completion : 06 (Six) Months to 11 (Eleven) Months

5. Cost of Bid Document : Rs. 10,000/- Each.

6. Bid Security (EMD) : Bid Security Declaration (Schedule-K)

7. Class of Contractor : "B" & "A" Class as per cl no. 05 of TCN
& according to works.

8. Date & time of availability of
bid Document in the portal

: From 10.00 hours of 06.12.2022 to
17.00 hours of 26.12.2022

9. Last date/Time for receipt of
bids in the Portal

: 17.00 hours of 26.12.2022

10. Opening date of Bid : 10.00 hours of 27.12.2022

11. Name and address of the
Officer Inviting Bid

: Chief Construction Engineer, Jeypore
(R&B) Circle, Jeypore

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal
https://tendersodisha.gov.in Any addendum/ corrigendum/
cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website only.

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer

Jeypore (R&B) Circle, Jeypore
OIPR-34108/11/0015/2223

Office of the Chief Engineer & Basin Manager,
Rushikulya Bahuda Vansadhara Nagavali Basin,

Brahmapur - 760004

e-Procurement Notice No. CEBM-RBVN-07/2022-23
A-814

1. Type of Work :- Irrigation Work.

2. Total No of Works :- 01 (One) No.

3. Amount put to tender :- Rs 18000.00 Lakhs

4. Period of completion :- 24 (Twenty Four) Calendar months.

Procurement
officer

Bid Identification
No

Bid Amount
(Rs. in lakh)

Availability &
Submission of

Bid On-line
Chief Engineer

& Basin
Manager,

RBVN Basin,
Berhampur,

Ganjam.

CEBM-RBVN(CCD)-
01/2022-23

18000.00

From
05.12.2022,
10.00 A.M.

to
19.01.2023,
5.00 P.M.

Date of opening of the Technical Bid 20.01.2023 at 11.00 A.M.
Further details can be seen from the Govt. website
www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Chief Engineer & Basin Manager,
RBVN Basin, Berhampur

OIPR-32459/11/0009/2223

Government of Karnataka
Administrative Training Institute

Lalitha Mahal Road, Mysore 570011
File No: ATI/175/EST/EST1/2022-ADMN-ATI
Date:30.11.2022
RECRUITMENT ON CONTRACT BASIS FOR YOUNG
FELLOWS POSTS
Administrative Training Institute (ATI), Mysore desires
to fill up the Young Fellows posts on contract basis in
different disciplines/areas.
For further information related to the posts, job
description and other details, please visit the below
mentioned link.Application can be submitted from
01.12.2022 and Last date to apply is 31.12.2022.
Telephone: 0821-2520906/2443835
Web: http://atimysore.gov.in/notification-englsh-young-fellows/

Sd/- Joint Director (Administration)
DIPR/DDMYS/MCA/730/2022-23

BENGALI

GENERAL

OTHERS

SIKH /PUNJABI

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II,,VViinnooddKumar,S/oGyanChand
GuptaR/o.C-151,DDA-Flats
NewRanjeetNagar,Patel
Nagar,Delhi-110008,Have
ChangedMyName toVinod
KumarGupta,for all,future
purposes. 0040643706-2

II,,VViikkaass SinghSihag,R/o.H.No.
363,Block -C1,PalamVihar,
Sector-3,Gurgaon (Haryana),
have changedmy-Minor Son
name,fromRadhya toRadhya
Sihag,for all Purposes.

0040643710-3

II,,VVIIVVEEKKKUMARS/o-RAJKUMAR
KAKARR/o-183, SECOND
FLOOR, KALYANVIHAR,DELHI-
110009 changedmyname to
VIVEKKUMARKAKAR for,all
purposes. 0040643683-1

II,,TTaakksshhManchanda,s/oMohit
Manchanda,R/oG-11,Ground-
Floor,Kirti Nagar,NewDehli-
110015,have changedmy
name toTakshaManchanda
permanently. 0040643706-1

II,,TTaakksshhManchanda,s/oMohit
Manchanda,R/oG-11,Ground
Floor,Kirti Nagar, NewDehli-
110015,have changedmy
name toTakshaManchanda,
permanently. 0040643706-8

II,,PPuujjaa Kumari D/oBaij Nath
SinghR/oT-176, OldNangal,
Delhi Cantt., Delhi-110010,
have changedmyname to
Puja Singh. 0040643719-5

II,,SSyyeeddMohammadAlimuddin,
S/oAminuddinR/o 1641,Gali
Takhatwali, Suiwalan,
Daryaganj,NewDelhi-110002,
have changedmyname to
Alimuddin. 0040643706-9

II,,SSuunniill Rai S/oGupteshwarNath
Rai R/o Flat-No.D-1601, Tower-
B, TheVasudhara, Grand
Sector-15Atal Chowk,
Vasundhra, Ghaziabad(U.P)
have changedmyname to
Sunil KumarRai for all
purposes. 0040643704-3

II,,SSuummaann JainW/o,Manish Jain
R/o,D-1004, Park-ViewCity-1,
Sohna-Road, Sector-48,
Gurgaon,Haryana-122018,
have changedmy-minor
daughter’s nameSneha Jain to
Saarvi Jain permanently.

0040643719-2

II,,SShheesshhnnaatthh,,SS//OO--SShhrrii Kapildev,
R/O-C-41/124,MathuraRoad,
C-Block, BhaironMandir,Janta
Camp,NewDelhi-110001,have
changedmyname to
SheshnathKapildevPrajapati.

0040643713-1

II,,RRiiyyaannkkaaAgrawalW/oSidhant
JainR/o-115, ArihantNagar,
Punjabi BaghWest,NewDelhi-
110026,have changedmy
name toRiyanka Jain for-all-
purposes. 0040643719-3

II,,RRaavviinnddeerr kumar s/o sh.vasdev
r/oD-13/108, 2nd-floor sector-
7,rohini,delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toRavinder
kumarDembla,for all puposes.

0040643706-3

II,,RRaammeesshhwwaarr Dutt Shukla,S/o
RamLubhayaShukla,R/oB-
1450,Shastri Nagar,Ashok
Vihar,Delhi-ChangedMy
Name,FromRameswar Shukla
toRameshwarDutt Shukla.

0040643706-10

II,,RRAAJJEESSHHKUMAR,S/OBALDEV
RAJ,R/OH.NO-5BAHUBALI
ENCLAVEKARKARDOOMA,
DELHI-110092,HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETORAJESHKUMAR
KAKKAR. 0040643706-5

II,,PPrriiyyaannssuuBandyopadhyay,S/o-
SubrataBandyopadhyay,R/o
PlotNo. 15,SF-4,GyanKhand-
2,Indirapuram,Ghaziabad,U.P.-
201014,have changedmy
name toPriyansuBanerjee for
all futurepurposes.

0040643713-2

II,,PPaattttaabbiirraammaann Subramanian
S/o,SubramanianR/o-Tower-
24, Flat-No.1206, Lotus-
Boulevard, Sector-100,Noida
,GautamBudha-Nagar, U.P.-
201304,declare that R.
Subramanian, Subramanian
R., Ramachandran
Subramanian, Subramanian
Ramachandranand
Subramanianareoneand the
sameperson i.e.my-father.

0040643719-6

II,,PPaattttaabbiirraammaann Subramanian
S/o,SubramanianR/o,Tower-
24, Flat-No.1206, Lotus
Boulevard, Sector-100, Noida,
GautamBudha-Nagar, U.P.-
201304,have changedmy-
minor son’s nameRishaan to
RishaanPattabiramanaged-
11-years. 0040643719-4

II,,PPaarrmmjjeeeett Kaur,W/oManjeet
Singh,R/o III-B-87,Vishnu
Garden,TilakNagar,NewDelhi-
110018,have changedmy
name toParamjeet Kaur.

0040643709-3

II,,PPRRAATTIIMMAA,,DD//OO--SSHH.. DHURAV
BHAGATSINGHR/ORZ-F-
1/190,STREETNO.2,MAHAVIR
ENCLAVE, PALAM,NEWDELHI-
110045,have changedmy
name toPRATIMAKADYAN for
all futurepurposes.

0040643713-4

II,, RakhiW/oVikasChaudhary
R/oH.No-171Chaura
Sadatpur, Sector-22Noida
Uttar Pradesh-201301have
changedmyname toRakhi
Chaudhary for all future
purpose

0070816009-1

II,, PoonamTanwarwife ofMr.
Gurudutt, R/oHouseNo. 1861,
Kh. No. 140/16, Gali No. 54, B-
Block,HanumanKunj Sant
NagarVillage, Burari, Central,
NCTNewDelhi-110084 in
PassportNo.W5153702Record
hasbeenmentionedas
Poonam.PoonamTanwar&
Poonam is oneand the same
person.

0040643669-1

II,,MMOOHHDDTANVEERALI/MD
TANVEER S/O.SABBIRAHMED,
ADD-F-76,ABUL-FAZAL
ENCLAVEOKHLA,NEWDELHI-
110025,changedmyname to
MOHDTANVEER,for all,future
Purposes. 0040643709-2

II,,MMAANNSSIIMMAARRWALIA,S/O
JITENDERSINGHMALHOTRA,
R/o-3-A,DEVPURI, DELHI-
ROAD,MEERUT ,U.P.250002,
changedmyname to
MANSIMARSINGHMALHOTRA,

0040643709-5

II,,LLaakksshhaayyaa S/OParveenKumar
R/O,H.No-777,Sector-6,
Bahadurgarh JhajjarHaryana-
124507,have changedmyname
to LakshayBatra.

0040643710-1

II,,JJYYOOTTII,,DD//OOVIJAYNARAYAN
VERMA,R/oHOUSE.NO.83,
BLOCK.NO.26,M.B.ROAD,
SAIDULAJAB,SOUTH-
DELHI,DELHI 110030,changed
myname to JYOTI KUMARI.

0040643709-8

II,,JJAATTIINNDDEERRSINGHMALHOTRA,
S/OMANMOHANSINGH
MALHOTRA,R/o 3-A,DEVPURI,
DELHI-ROAD,MEERUT,U.P-
250002,changedmyname to
JITENDERSINGHMALHOTRA.

0040643709-7

II,,IINNDDEERRPALSINGHS/O
GURBACHANSINGHBINDRA
R/OA-1B/101-C,LIG FLATS,
PASCHIMVIHAR,DELHI-
110063.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETO INDERPALSINGH
BINDRA. 0040643719-9

II,,HHaarrsshhiikkaaBeniwal,D/o-Preetam
singhand,w/oDeepak
Chahal,R/o.k-32F, Second-
floor,Saket,NewDelhi -
110017,have changedmy
name,fromHarshikaBeniwal
to Tina chahal,for all,future
purposes. 0040643709-9

II,,GGuurrmmeeeett Ahuja S/o,RajivAhuja
R/o,H.No.37A, Rani-Garden,
Shastri Nagar,Delhi-110031,
thatmy-mother name is
wrongly-written inmy
educational-documents as
SimmiAhuja insteadof
correct-nameSeema.

0040643719-7

II,,DDeevveennddeerr KaurW/o Jagir
Singh,R/o E-357 Swami
ShradhanandparkBhalswa
Dairy libaspur,Delhi-110042,
have changedmyname to
Davinder Kaur 0040643706-4

II,,CChhaammaannSinghChaudhary
aliasChamanChaudharyS/o
Raj SinghSinghR/oD-152,
Sector-51Noida(U.P) have
changedmyname toChaman
Singh for all futurepurposes.

0040643704-1

II,,BBhhuummiikkaaD/o-Bijender
Kumar,R/oRZ-86A,Gali no.1,Raj
nagar-2 PalamcolonyNew-
Delhi-110077,have changed
name toBhoomikaGoyal,for
all,futurepurposes.

0040643709-4

II,,BBaallbbiinnddeerr kaur/ Balvinder
kaur,W/O. Rajinder Singh
R/O.WZ-75A,near Subhash
Nagar,metro station,
MeenakshiGarden,TilakNagar,
NewDelhi-110018,have
changedmyname toBalvinder
kaur,for all purposes.

0040643706-7

II,,AAsshhookk Tyagi S/oBraham
PrakashTyagi R/oRDC-39,
Rajnagar, Ghaziabad(U.P) have
changedmyname toAshok
KumarTyagi for all Purposes.

0040643704-2

II,,AAmmaarrjjiitt SinghPanesar S/o,Late
NandSinghPanesar
R/o,H.No.1172, DevaRamPark,
Tri-Nagar,OnkarNagar,New-
Delhi-110035, have changedmy
name toAmarjit SinghS/o
NandSingh for all-future
purpose. 0040643719-8

II,,AANNMMOOLLRATANS/O-PREM
CHAND JINDAL,R/O-134
2nd.FLOORSTATEBANK-
COLONY,GUJRANWALA
COLONYG.T.B.NAGARDELHI-
110009,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOANMOLRATAN
JINDAL 0040643706-6

II,, hitherto knownasSHIPRAW/o
SAURABHKUMAR residingat
VillaNoA-219, Amrapali
LeisureValley, TechZone-4,
GreaterNoida, GautamBuddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201306,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter be knownas
SHIPRAKAYA. 0070816004-1

II,, SushmaKumariW/oAman
KumarDhawanR/oG-1704,The
GoldenPalmSociety ,Sector-
168 , Noida ,Uttar Pradeshhave
changedmynameasSushma
Dhawan permanently

0040643702-1

II,, ShushankS/oRohtashKumar
R/o FlatNo.307 3rd floor Sai
Sharanamapartment, Gijhore
Sector-53, Noida-201301,
GautamBuddhaNagar- have
changedmyname toShushank
Patel for all futurepurposes.

0070816012-1

II,,MMeegghhaaw/oDurgeshkapoor,
R/o-16/672,Geeta colony,
sonipat,have changedmy
name toMeghaKapoor,for all
purposes.

0040643710-2

II,, SanjayKumar S/oSewaRam
NarangR/oH.No-94, 2nd floor,
Pocket-2, Sector-21, Rohini,
Delhi-110086have changedmy
name toSANJAYNARANG for
all futurepurposes.

0070816003-1

II,, BimleshwatiW/oShyauraj
SinghR/oH.No-171Chaura
Sadatpur, Sector-22Noida
Uttar Pradesh-201301have
changedmyname toVekavati
for all futurepurpose.

0070816006-1

II SwatiMalikD/oSh. Subhash
Malik R/o FlatNo. 41, Vasant
Enclave, VasantVihar, New
Delhi-110057have changed the
nameofmyminordaughter
fromChehal Venaik toChehal
Malik for all purposes.

0040643665-1

RReeqquuiirreedd 4Accountant / Semi-
Qualified forCAFirmLocated
atDaryaganj. SendyourCV /
Resumeat
ca.anilrg@gmail.com, Ph.
8130071380, Experience: 2-3
yrs. 0040643502-3

II,,HHaarrjjiinnddeerr SinghS/oGurmail
SinghR/oD-1536,Jahangirpuri
Delhi-110033,have lost,my
InformationTechnology
DiplomaMarksheet,certificate
year-2018,finderContact-
9821625031. 0040643710-8

II,,hhaavvee lost Sale-Deedofmy-
PropertyNo.WZ-256-E/A,Front
SidePortionof Second
Floor,Inderpuri,Delhi-12,Regd.
asno.13076 inAddl.book-
no.1,volume-no.7397 on.pages-
75 to 84,dated.26-11-2013.
Regd.with SR-IX,Kapashera,
NewDelhi,I havenotmort
gaged saiddeedwith any
Bank/Financial Institution.
Founder kindly contact-Pawan
Gargat above-address.

0040643709-11

II Surbhi,D/OHemraj,R/O.121-B
DDA-Flat SatyamEnclave
Jhilmil ColonyDelhi-110095,
Have changedmyname to
Surbhi Arya. 0040643719-1

IIMdSarfaraj Hossain S/oNabi
Dafadar R/oKushmasul,
Patharchapri, VTC- Pathar
Chapri, PO-Patharchapuri, Sub
Distt- Suri, Distt- Birbhum,
West Bengal-731126, have
changedmyname toMd
Sarfaraj Dafadar

0070815988-1

II Galaxy SharmaD/oSh. Pawan
KumarR/oNA-59, Gali No.5,
NearMandirGurudwara,
VishnuGarden, NewDelhi-
110018 have changedmyname
toSimranSharma for all
purposes. 0040643665-2

I,SONIAKADYAN,D/O-SHD. B
SINGH,R/O-RZ-F-1/190,STREET
NO2,MAHAVIRENCLAVE,
PALAM,NEWDELHI-110045,
have changedmyname to
SONIAKADYAN for all future
purposes. 0040643713-3

I,PRAVEENALVI,W/O.MOHD
TANVEER ADD-F-76, ABUL-
FAZAL-ENCLAVEOKHLA,NEW
DELHI-110025,changedmy
name toPARVEENALVI,for all
futurePurposes.

0040643709-1

II,, PriyanshuSainiW/oMohit
Mehta,R/o-F-23/46,Sector-3
Rohini, Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toPranavi
MehtaPermanently.

0040643671-2

II,, KamnaW/oAshishSawhney
R/o-116-C/A-2B,M.I.G. Flats
Ekta-Apartments, Paschim
Vihar,Delhi-110063,have
changedmyname toKamna
SawhneyPermanently.

0040643671-1

RREECCRRUUIITTMMEENNTT

FFIINNAANNCCEE&&AACCCCOOUUNNTTSS

MMAATTRRIIMMOONNIIAALL

MMAATTRRIIMMOONNIIAALL

33BBHHKK , Sector 39NOIDA forRent .
East Facing 3Washrooms
02Balconies. Drawing&
Dinning 8724948654/
8477087438 0050208678-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is informed that our
client Mr. Parveen Ahuja , proprietor
of M/s Ahuja Constructions office at
K-1/135, C.R. Park, N.D-19 , have
entered into an Agreement for
purchase of property 11231-32, C-1,
Block 4, Roop Nagar, Delhi with the
seller Mr. Rajiv Verma; against
which our client have paid earnest
money for the property to
Mr. Rajiv Verma. That our client is
having signed document of the said
property duly signed and handed over
by Mr. Rajiv Verma. Public at large is
informed not to deal with the said
property as our client is having a
substantial claim over the same.
Anyone dealing with regard to the
said property may do so at their own
risks, cost and consequences.

Sd/-
TRITENT LEGAL

Law Firm
THROUGH RAKESH MALHOTRA

New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I, Chetan
Gyandas Wadhwani, son of Sh. Gyandas
Gurmukhdas Wadhwani, Resident of: 101,
Siddhartha Enclave, New Delhi 110 014, do
hereby declare that my name, my Mother’s
and Father’s name has been wrongly
written as Chetan G. Wadhwani, Parul G.
Wadhwani and Gyandas G. Wadhwani in
the Class 10th and 12th Education Record
including the Marksheet cum Certificate
issued by the Central Board of Secondary
Examination to me. The correct/actual
names are Chetan Gyandas Wadhwani,
Parul Gyandas Wadhwani and Gyandas
Gurmukhdas Wadhwani as mentioned in
the Public Record documents i.e. the
Aadhar Card, Permanent Account Number
Card etc. Therefore, the same shall be
amended accordingly in the Education
Record to make it consistent with the other
Public Record.
It is certified that I have complied with all
the other legal requirements in this
connection.

CHETAN GYANDAS WADHWANI

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that my client,
ROHINI VIJAY KAROL D/o SH. VIJAY
KAROL R/o FIRST FLOOR, BELL
VILLA, THE MALL, SHIMLA URBAN
(T), H.P. Allottee/Mutatee/Owner of DDA
SFS FLAT NO.33, FIRST & SECOND
FLOOR, CAT-III, PKT-F, SARITA
VIHAR, NEW DELHI have applied for
certified copies of said flat in DDA. The
original documents i.e. DEMAND CUM
ALLOTMENT LETTER, POSSESSION
LETTER, NOC FOR WATER AND
ELECTRIC CONNECTION, SITE
POSSESSION SLIP & OTHER
DOCUMENTS of the above said flat has
been lost. An F.I.R./NCR/LR NO.
1042193/2022 dated 02/12/2022 to this
effect has been lodged in P.S. Crime
Branch, Delhi.
Any person(s) claiming any right,
interest, having any objection or found
in possession of original documents,
may write/contact with above named
person at above Address/Phone No.
9833306055 within 15 days from the
date of publication of this notice. The
person claiming any right, interest,
objection with respect to this property,
can personally inform or write to
Deputy Director (Housing)-SFS or
Director (H)-SFS, D Block, Vikas
Sadan, New Delhi

Public Notice
My Client Kiran Girdhar W/o Late
Sh. Harish Girdhar R/o 13/119,
Second Floor, Geeta colony, Delhi-
110031, do hereby disown/debar
her son namely Sourabh Girdhar
S/o Late Sh. Harish Girdhar from
her all movable and immovable
properties & any kind of assets or
liabilities as her son not in control
of my client and my client sever all
relations with above named person
and anybody dealing with him at
their own cost and risk, my client
shall not be responsible for any act.

TARUN KHANNA, Advocate
CHAMBER AT 484 BLOCK -II, DELHI

HIGH COURT, DELHI -110503

PUBLIC NOTICE
"My client Sardar Paramjeet Singh Chawla
S/o J.S. Chawla R/o 17/61, Subhash Nagar,
New Delhi-27 M-9899012774 is intending to
purchase entire property bearing no. 3 / 226,
area measuring 100 sq. yds, with all its roof
/ terrace rights situated in village Tihar,
colony known as Subhash Nagar,
New Delhi-27, West Delhi from present
occupants & legal owner Shri ParveenKumar
S/o Shri Madan Mohan R/o 3 / 226, Subhash
Nagar, New Delhi-110027 & my client had
entered into Sale and Purchase Agreement
with him in respect to said property. Any
person or authority having legal objection,
claim, right, title or interest in said property
shall contact my client within 15 days of this
publication otherwise thereafter no claim,
right, title of objector shall be considered on
the said property".

Sd/-
Ritesh Oberoi

(Advocate)
(E. No. D1911B/2003)

93, Central Hall, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

SSIITTUUAATTIIOONNVVAACCAANNTT

PPRROOPPEERRTTYY FFOORR RREENNTT

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

LLooookkiinngg alliance for our son ,
aged 30 years,working inMNC
Bengalore, 12 - 14 LPA, height 5’
7 1/2”MTechBengali,
Kayastha, Devari Gon .Contact
9300312520, Email:
prdpchowdhary@gmail.com

0050208677-1

MMaatthhuurr boywell settled inmnc
gurgaonmba18 lpa 28/5 ft 9 n
mathurworkinggirl preferred
mobile 9814663204

0020449501-1

Jat Sikh. Handsome, No brother
Sister,32,5 8,Chandigarh,
Bussiness degree,100000,
Divorced, 8146571424, Caste
Religionnobar, Simple Marriage

CASTENOBAR

AAggee 3377,, VVaaiisshhyyaavvaannii,, 55’’--44””,,
WWhheeaattiisshh,, EEnnggiinneeeerr,, SSDDMM--IITT,,
bbaasseedd iinnUUSSAA.. EExxppeeccttaattiioonn --
GGrraadd//ppoosstt--ggrraadd,,
MMaahhaarraasshhttrriiaann ((VVaaiisshhyyaavvaannii,,
MMaarraatthhaa,, BBrraahhmmaann,, SSoonnaarr,, CCKKPP,,
SSKKPP)),, aaggeebbeettwweeeenn3377--4422,,
bbaasseedd iinnUUSSAAoorrwwiitthhHH11BB//LL11AA
vviissaa,, nneevveerrmmaarrrriieeddoorr
ddiivvoorrcceeee.. CCoonnttaacctt:: ++11 998844 884477
77770000oorr kshimali@gmail.com

0070814311-1

A well settled Tamil Senior IAS
officer looking for a suitable
match for his only daughter a post
graduate radiologist, age 28, from
a decent family either with a post
graduate medicine or An All India
Service Officer or a well settled
business man. CASTE NO BAR.
Interested parties may contact:
9710415880, 9989888137,
9666613436. 0130029979-1

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

New Delhi
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Sunday December4
Youcanchoosewhethertofollowyour
heart,oryourbank balance.Eventually,
you'll learnhowtodobothatthesame
time.Andthat’squiteanachievement.

Monday December5
Today's trends bring out your deeper
ambitions. Evenwhen you're being bold
andexciting,therearestillconnectionsto
thepast,which isagoodthing.

Tuesday December6
You'ddowell toask theexperts andstick
to the facts. The emotional climate will
soon becomemore positive, and there is
every reason to suppose that now is the
time for a major initiative.

Wednesday December7
It's unclear exactly what you need to be
doing next, but that isn't a problem. You
can allow the ebb and flow of celestial
energies to take youwherever theywill.

Thursday December8
The Moon is now presenting you with
possibilities around the home and in all
situations which are governed by your
heart rather than your head. All will
become clear by the end of the week.

Friday December9
You must find a way to express your
desireswithhonestyandintegrity.Andif
you are criticised, be gracious in
yourresponse.

Saturday December10
Opposing points of view will be put
forwardoverthenextthreemonths.Stick
with friends and familywho are on your
side,andnotletothersslowyourprogress.

If it’s your
Birthday
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DifficultyLevel4s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
The___knownasbusinesslookswithausteredisfavoruponthebusinessknownas___-
AmbroseBierce(8,.,8)(samewordtwice)

SOLUTION:FAIRY,KNURL,MERGER,OBLONG
Answer:Thegamblingknownasbusinesslookswithausteredisfavoruponthe
businessknownasgambling-AmbroseBierce

FRYAI EERRGM

KRULN LNOOBG

JUMBLEDWORDS

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr 20)
Monetarymatters
seem tobe causing a
fewproblems,
although it is

difficult to seewhether it is
partners or youwho is to
blame. Your long-term
celestial influences are very
prosperous indeed. Romantic
prospects are also set to
continue on ahighnote.

TAURUS (Apr 21 -May21)
You seem tohave
beenknockedoff
balance, perhaps by
someonewhono

longer understands your best
interests. However, over the
next fewdays youmaypull
yourself together and assert
yourself evenmore than in the
past. You can expect dramatic
improvements by the endof
theweek.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
Group events
promise to bemore
satisfying thanone-
to-onemeetings.

Perhaps that is because you
wish to avoid complications
thatmay arise out of intimate
encounters.Moneymaybeoff
the agendauntil the endof
theweek,when theMoon
begins a new role in your
financial life.

CANCER (June22 - July 23)
Your best days
should be Thursday
and Friday,when
theMoonpasses

through aprofoundly
sympathetic region of your
chart. Evenbetter, other
peoplewill genuinely
understand your hopes and
needs,which shouldmake
you feel happier and
more confident.

LEO (July 24 -Aug23)
Professional Leos
with grand,worldly
ambitionswill
experience some

difficulty,mainly a clash
between short-termdomestic
responsibilities and long-term
hopes. Youmust develop your
creative talents, rather than
blindly submitting to a routine
imposed fromoutside.

VIRGO (Aug24 - Sep23)
Misunderstandings
are likely around
themiddle of the
week.Have youby

any chance consideredmaking
more of an effort to explain
yourself? If not, do sonow.
Also, please see to it that all
travel plans are set out clearly
andwithout ambivalence
or ambiguity.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct 23)
You'll have a little
support from the
Moonat the
beginning of the

week,whichmeans you'll feel
good about your home
situation. Yet a financial crisis,
hopefully a brief one, is bound
to flare uponWednesday or
Thursday,when the Sunand
Pluto get into top gear.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 -Nov23)
This is no time for
weak-kneed
compromise.
Instead, youmust

be tough. Youwill gain an
enormous amount of
satisfaction frompursuing
your owngoals, so don't feel
guilty about being selfish.
Fascinatingnewsmay arrive at
the endof theweek, so that
should stir things up.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov24-Dec23)
It's aweek for plots,
rumours and gossip.
You'll also discover
increased

opportunities for spreading a
little goodwill, helping people
worse off than you and
generally adopting a
charitable outlook. You should
be liberated froma tight
financial corner by the endof
theweekt.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)
The Sun continues
to help you,which
is surely goodnews.
Take a closer look at

a number of your
engagements, especially social
responsibilities and see if
there are any that canbe safely
abandoned. Dowhat you can
to create the right conditions
for amore carefree existence.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- Feb. 19)
The emphasis on
close partnerships
is still very strong,
although it looks as

if you'll be communicating at a
distance, via letters and
telephones, rather than
throughpersonalmeetings.
The onepercent of youwho
have faxmachineswill be
receiving strangemessages.

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar 20)
You canbemuch
too ready to
accommodate the
whims andwishes

of other people. Nowyoumay
seize the opportunity
presentedbyhelpful lunar
patterns to push yourself
forward andmakeother
people understand just how
muchyouhave to offer. There
is no turning back, as I amsure
you realise perfectlywell.

YOURWEEKAHEADBRIDGE

West ledthekingofspadesandSouthspottedthat ifbothminorsdivided
nicelytherewouldbethirteentricks.Withthat inmindSouthtooktheace
andstartedrunninghiswinners,startingwithfourroundsofhearts. When
he finished the hearts he tried the clubs and found that East had a club
stopper. Noseven,butsixwasstillintherunning. Southplayedthediamonds
nextandfoundtheyweredividedbadlytooandso6NTwentdownone.
"Wedodgedabulletonthatone,"saidWest. DidSouthshootaccurately?

NORTH
♠ J 9 53
❤A J
♦ J 98 7
♣A J 7
SOUTH
♠ K8 7
❤KQ 103
♦ Q 108
♣K85

NORTH
♠ A7
❤ A84
♦ AQ 7 3
♣K8 7 3

SOUTH
♠ 84
❤KQ J 10
♦ K62
♣ AQ42

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1NT

2S♠ 6NT pass pass
pass

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2402
QUICKCLUES
ACROSS
7. Carbonaceousmaterial (8)
9. AsFoolcalledLear (6)
10. Managementgraduates (4)
11. Excludes,banishes (10)
12. Atraditional japanesedrama(6)
14. Elastic (8)
15. Dwarf (6)
16. Return fromtheLandofNod
(4,2)
19. Itching(8)
21. Plump(6)
23. Freeing or releasing? (10)
24. Usesaknife? (4)
25. Greekgoddessof thehearth (6)
26. Germanphysicist (8)

DOWN
1. Morbid fear (6)
2. Makesmistake(4)
3. Magnesiumore (8)
4. Not just (6)
5. Enrolment (10)
6. Reliable (investment) (4,4)
8. Most recent? (6)
13. Below(10)
15. Strictdisciplinarian(8)
17. Veryself-important (8)
18. Nurseanambition(6)
20. Jewelledheaddresses (6)
22. Stupidperson(6)
24. Refer to (4)

CRYPTICCLUES
ACROSS
7. Toppleopencoffeepot (8)
9. Led farastraybyagreatchap(6)
10. Utterlydismalpoet (4)
11. Laid itonthick, likeprepared
toast,perhaps (8,2)
12. Oldkinggets theBoy'sBrigade in
tomendshoes (6)
14. Finalpiecesof conjuror’smagic
canbeclimactic (8)
15. Credit lawsbroken inslow
movements! (6)
16. Arrest IanandTedforbeing
riotous (6)
19. Laybare themonstrousexpanse
of 'glasnost'! (8)
21. Bytheendof theevening
Edwardhasgothisownback(6)
23. Overbearingattitudeof one

surrendering?(10)
24. Rolls firstballovermineral
spring (4)
25. Favouritemeasure included
beingshot (6)
26. Asapenalty, snipsonedollaroff
allowances (8)

DOWN:
1. Extremelycleversomewhat in
part (4,2)
2. Quarrelmadefellowbeam(4)
3. Itmaybeusedbyaboxer
withoutaringapparently (4-4)
4. Worthless individual invitedto
gig? I'll leave (3,3)
5. Dessert'sownfragrance for
men(10)
6. Sound lie somehowconveying
thewrong idea(8)
8. Notoneonview(6)
13. It takes the fatherandmotherof
amindtoproduce it ! (5-5)
15. Fanciescurrentaccountcharges
(8)
17. Freeing fromfaultswhile the
faultyG-mendine(8)
18. Americandupecollapsed,

exhausted(4,2)
20. Laxest re-groupingelevates
another to thehighestesteem(6)
22. Nothingsavethis? (6)
24. Grantedone's free toawaita
hearing (4)

QUICKCLUESAcross: 1 Brunch,4
Oddman,9 Anti,10 Enchanting,11
Insert,12 Outsider,13 Dachshund,15
Soon,16 Earl,17 Lightyear,21
Building,22 Reckon,24 Cannelloni,25
Itin,26 Eerier,27 Stroke.Down:1
Bonanza,2 Unite,3 Cheetah,5
Drafts,6 Matrimony,7 Nankeen,8
Accountingfor,14 Hardliner,16
Educate,18 Harpist,19 Agonize,20
Lillie,23 Cairo.CRYPTICCLUES
Across:1 Arbour,4 Scoffs,9 Posy,10
Fieldstone,11 Impugn,12 Tributes,13
Painterly,15 Dive,16 Bake,17
Egregious,21 SanDiego,22 Unpack,
24 Indistinct,25 Lair,26 Yogurt,27
Odious.Down:1 Anosmia,2 Bayou,3
Unfence,5 Codlin,6 Fettucini,7
Sincere,8 Fertileground,14 No
kidding,16 Blarney,18 Erupted,19
Urchins,20 Pewter,23 Polio.

Solutionsto2401

West leadsthefourofclubs,aslightsurprisetoSouthbecausethat isthe
suit he opened. Looking at the dummy,Southnoted that therewere four
heart tricks, twodiamonds eventually, two clubs, andplenty of places to
getanother.WhatshouldSouth'splanbe?
TheWestHand:S-AQ2H-76D-AK2C-109642
TheEastHand:S-1064H-98542D-643C-Q3
Trickoneisaverygoodtimetoconsiderthings. Asoftenhappens,youhave
achancetodosomethinggoodattrickone. Orsomethingbad.Doyouplay
thejackofclubsfromdummyorthesmallone?
If youplayed the jack,Eastcoveredwith thequeenandyouwentdown in
3NT. East-Westcansetuptheclubsuitanddoitintimetokeepyoufrom
gettinganinthtrickinspades.IfyouducktheclubEastwillhavetoplaythe
queenandthatwillgiveyouninetricksrightthere.Whyisplayinglowfrom
dummycorrect?
It is correct for a variety of reasons. If East has the singleton queen, it is
correct to duck at trick one. And, very importantly, ifWest has led fourth
best fromaholding including the 109xxx, playing lowwill be thewinner.
Eastwillhaveachoiceofplayingthequeenorsmallandeitherchoicegives
youathirdclubtrick.
IfyouplaylowandEastplaysthenineorten,youhavelostnothingbecause
youcanalwaystaketheclubfinesselater.
Dealer:SouthVulnerable:North/South

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1C♣

pass 1S♠ pass 1NT
pass 3NT pass pass
pass

Dealer:SouthVulnerable:None

ABHISHEKPUROHIT
DECEMBER3

SINCE THE combination of captain Rohit
SharmaandcoachRahulDravidtookoveraf-
ter the 2021 T20 World Cup, India have
played 21 ODIs, the joint-highest for a Test
side alongwith theWest Indies in this pe-
riod. Of course, almost all of these games
slippedunder the radar in aT20WorldCup
year, butnotanymore.
Afterthethree-matchawayseriesagainst

BangladeshstartingonSunday,Indiahaveat
least12moreODIslinedupathome,pluspo-
tentially half a dozenmore in the next Asia
Cupinsimilarconditions,astheybuildupto
the2023WorldCupwhich theywillhost.
After the recent ODI series in New

Zealandthatwashamperedbyrain,stand-in
skipperforthetourShikharDhawanhadsaid
thatall theseupcomingODIs inSouthAsian
conditions,startingwiththeBangladeshse-
ries,wouldbeamore“practical”waytopre-
pare for theWorld Cup. Dhawan’s point is
bolstered by India’s recent past; of the 21
ODIstheyhaveplayedunderthisteamman-
agement,onlysixhavebeenathome,andall
theresthaveinfactbeenplayedoutsideAsia
– in South Africa, England, West Indies,
ZimbabweandNewZealand.
Also,theBangladeshtouristhefirsttime

captainRohitandformercaptainViratKohli
willbeplayingODIcricketsincetheEngland
tour in July. Another first-choice player, KL
Rahul,hitbyoneinjuryoranotherandwork-
load-managedaswell,hasplayedameresix
ODI inningssinceas farbackasMarch2021.
So itwill beafterquite sometimethat India
will have at their disposal a more-or-less
first-choice ODI batting line-up of Rohit,
Dhawan, Kohli, Shreyas Iyer, Rahul and
Rishabh Pant, with the exception of the
rested Hardik Pandya and, arguably,
SuryakumarYadav.
Giventhisfact, itremainstobeseenwhat

kind of opportunities the likes of Ishan
Kishan,RahulTripathiandRajatPatidarget.
Consideringtherehasbeenonlyathree-day
gap between the end of the New Zealand
tour and the first ODI inDhaka, there could
be a case for giving someof the fringeplay-
ers a go on Sunday, and the regulars –
Dhawan, Iyer andPant–whohave flown in
fromChristchurch-couldplaytheremaining
twomatches. It was considering this short
interval between the two away series that
theselectorshadpickeda17-mansquadfor
Bangladesh, as the now-outgoing chief se-
lectorChetanSharmahad informedthen.
Therewill bemore opportunities avail-

ableonthebowlingfront,withMohammed
Shami’s injurynowadded to the continued
absence of Jasprit Bumrah and Ravindra
Jadeja. The wrist-spin pair of Yuzvendra
ChahalandKuldeepYadav isnotpartof this

tripaswell,withthefinger-spinofAxarPatel
andWashington Sundar expected to be ef-
fective on the slow pitches in Bangladesh.
Again,with pacers Shardul Thakur, Deepak
ChaharandUmranMalikflyinginfromNew
Zealand, will Kuldeep Sen get an opportu-
nity on Sunday? And if andwhen he plays,
howpotentwillhebeonthesesurfaces?
TheIndianattackiscomingoffapoorODI

series in New Zealand. They were blown
awaybyTomLathamandKaneWilliamson
inAuckland, unable toexertmuchpressure
while defending 306. They had only 219 to
workwith in Christchurch, but on ahelpful
track,wereagainineffectiveasNewZealand
moved to 104 for 1 in 18 overs before rain
endedthematch.

Nowalkover
Conditions will be vastly different in

Bangladesh, but the opponents could beno
lesstricky.Bangladeshdonotgetenoughcredit
forhavingbuiltupaformidableODIrecordat
homeover thepast decadeor so– theyhave
lost just one series since2014.On India’s last
trip there, back in2015, they lost theODI se-
ries1-2.
Rohit iswell aware of the challenge the

hosts could pose. “In the last 7-8 years, the
Bangladeshteamhasbeenadifferentteam,a
verychallengingteam.Wehavenothadeasy
winsagainstthem.Wehavehadtoplaygood
crickettowinagainstthemandeverytimewe
playedthem,ithasbeenaclosegame.Evenin
theT20WorldCup,itwasaclosegame,”Rohit
saidaheadof theseriesopener.
“Andwe lost the2015 series last timewe

were here. By nomeans dowe come here
thinkingthatitisgoingtobeacakewalkforus.
We know they are a good team, a very im-
proved team in the last fewyears, sowewill
have toplay goodcricket towin this. It is not
goingtobeeasyforus.”
Evenwithout thepresenceof the injured

Tamim Iqbal andTaskinAhmed, Bangladesh
havetheservicesofveteransShakibAlHasan,
Mushfiqur RahimandMahmudullah in the
middleorder. LittonDas,whohadIndiawor-
ried in the T20World Cupwith a sparkling
knock,will lead inTamim’s absence, and the
craftyMustafizur Rahman,whoannounced
himself to theworldwitha five-for ondebut
againsttheIndiansin2015,willleadthebowl-
ingattack.
With a serieswinagainst theneighbours

intheirbackyardnolongerguaranteed,espe-
cially in this format, Indiahavesomework to
do.Atthesametime,theyalsohavetheWorld
Cupat thebackof theirminds,butRohit said
thatitwasimportantnottogettoocaughtup
justwiththeultimategoal.“TheWorldCupis
still8-9monthsfromnow.Wecannotthinkso
far ahead.Wewill keep an eye onwhatwe
need todo as a team,whereweneed to im-
prove,”hesaid.“Ithinkitisimportantforusto
notstartthinkingabouttoomanythings–the
WorldCup,thisisthecombination,thatisthe
combination,weneedtoplaythisguy,thatguy.
Meand coachhave a fair idea as towhatwe
want todoandwewill narrow itdownonce
wegetclosertotheWorldCup.Butwedowant
toplay goodcricket tillwe comeclose to the
WorldCup.”
Live:11:30AMSonySportsNetwork

Road to glory starts in Dhaka
Indiaback insubcontinentascountdownbegins for50-overhomeWorldCup

Brathwaitefights
backforWIinopener
Perth:MarnusLabuschagnehitanun-
beaten104toaddtohisfirstinningsof
204tobecomethethirdAustralianwith
singleanddoublecenturiesinaTestas
AustraliasettheWestIndiesanunlikely
498runstowintheopeningTest.West
IndiesreachedstumpsSaturdayat192-
3 in its second innings in 62overs on
the fourth day, needing another 306
runstowin.WestIndiesskipperKraigg
Brathwaiteledtheresistanceinthesec-
ondinningswithafighting101notout
and laid the platformwith debutant
openerTagenarineChanderpaul(45)in
a116-runopeningstand.
Brief score: Aus 598/4 decl. & 182/2
decl. vsWI283&192/3 (KBrathwaite
101not out, T Chanderpaul 45) need
306runsmoretowin. —AP

Pakreaches499-7,
still trailsEngland
Rawalpindi: England struckwith four
latewickets on Saturday to revive its
hopesof victoryagainstPakistanwith
two days left in the first cricket Test
wheresevenbattershavesofarscored
centuries.Pakistanreached499-7inits
first inningson the lifelesswicket and
stilltrailedby158runsatstumpsonthe
thirddaywithplayagainendingearly
becauseof fading light. CaptainBabar
Azam (136), Imam-ul-Haq (121) and
AbdullahShafique(114)allhit tonson
arun-friendlywicket.
Brief score: England 657 all out vs
Pakistan499/7(B Azam136,Imam-ul-
Haq121, Abdullah Shafique 114;Will
Jacks3/132)trailby158runs. —AP

Australiabounce
backtodownIndia
Adelaide:Indiamadeapromisingstart
by taking a first-half lead but its de-
fence fell apart later as the team lost
thefourthhockeyTest1-5toAustralia
and conceded an unassailable 3-1
lead in the five-matchseries, hereon
Saturday.Thefinalmatchoftheseries
will be played on Sunday. India had
won the thirdmatch after losing the
first two contests. Comeback man
Dilpreet Singh (25th) struck early to
giveIndiatheleadafteraresolutede-
fensive display byHarmanpreet and
Co. in a goalless first quarter. But
India'sdefencecrumbledtowardsthe
fagendofsecondquarterwithJeremy
Hayward (29th) and JakeWhetton
(30th)scoringinspaceof50seconds.
TomWickham (34th) extended the
Kookaburras lead, before Hayward
completedhisbrace (41st) . —PTI

BRIEFLY

RohitSharma(left)andBangladesh's skipperLittonDasaheadof1stODI.PTI

Pele sent to end-of-life care as
chemo not having an effect

Brazil fansdisplayabannerwithPele's imageduringtheWorldCup. REUTERS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
DECEMBER3

BRAZILIAN LEGEND Pele, who had been in
treatmentforcoloncancer,hasnowbeenput
in ‘palliative care’ after chemotherapywas
deemedtonothaveproducedthenecessary
effect for his betterment. Pelewas taken to
Albert Einstein hospital in Sao Paulo a few
days ago by his wife and caretaker due to
swellingalloverhisbody,accordingtoESPN
Brazil.Thereportalsosaidthathewasiden-
tified with ‘decompensated heart failure’
whenthediagnosis fortheswellingwasbe-
ingmade.

Cancer diagnosis
Pelehasbeen inandoutof

hospitals in thepast fewyears
duetomultiple issues.But the
lastmajorvisithehadwasbe-
causeofacoloncancerdiagno-
sis.Hehadtoundergosurgery
to remove a tumour from his
colon in September 2021. He
alsospentsometimeininten-
sive careafter the surgeryand
has been administered
chemotherapyposthisrelease
fromthehospital.

Palliative care
Palliativecarereferstothecareprovided

toapatientwhohasbeendiagnosedas ter-
minally ill.ThismeansthatPele’s treatment
hasnotbeensuccessfulandthechemother-
apywas unable to t the cancer that the 82-
year-oldhasbeendealingwith.Atthispoint,
doctorsandcaretakers focusonmakingpa-
tientsascomfortableaspossible.
Pele’sInstagramaccounthadastatement

two days ago, thanking a tribute made in

Qatarforhisgoodhealth. “Friends,I’matthe
hospitalmakingmymonthlyvisit. It'salways
nice to receive positivemessages like this.
ThankstoQatarforthistribute,andtoevery-
one who sends me good vibes," said the
post.

Past health troubles
In2012,theformerstrikerunderwenthip

surgerywhichwas followedbya corrective
procedure four years later. He underwent
dialysisinhisleftkidneyin2014.Hehasalso
had to go through surgeries on his back as
well ashisprostate in recent times.
In2019,healsounderwentsurgeryinSao

Paulotoremoveakidneystone
after he was hospitalised in
Paris for fivedays.
His son once revealed that

Pelewasembarrassedatneed-
inga frametowalkbecauseof
his bad hip. Pele later said, "I
am good. I continue to accept
myphysical limitations in the
bestwaypossible but I intend
to keep the ball rolling. I have
good days and bad days. That
isnormalforpeopleofmyage.
I am not afraid, I am deter-
mined,confidentinwhatIdo."

The legend of Pele
The leadinggoalscorer forBrazilwith77

goals in 92 games, Pele is known for being
oneof thegreatest footballersofall time.He
won threeWorld Cupswith Brazil in 1958,
1962and1970andscored12of his77goals
for his country at the fourWorld Cups that
heparticipated in.
After he retired, Pele becameanambas-

sador for football, took part inmany docu-
mentariesandsemi-documentariesandalso
publishedseveral autobiographies.

Pelewastakento
AlbertEinstein
hospital inSao
Pauloafewdays
agobyhiswife
andcaretakerdue
toswellingall
overhisbody
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AFTERTHEgame, Louis vanGaal andGregg
Berhalterexchangedatighthug,awarmhand-
shakeandsomewords.Thedaybeforethough
VanGaalwas askedwhetherhe remembers
theAmericanmanager fromamatchin1994
whenBerhalter’sSpartaRotterdamupsetAjax:
“Doyou really think I remember?No, I don’t
remember that match,” he said bluntly.
Berhalter,whendulyput across,washurt: “I
don’tthinkthat’strue.Beingthatcompetitive,
he has to remember that,” he said, and
quipped:“Maybe,afterthisgamehewill.”
Itwasnot intended as a verbal joust, but

more like lighthearted banter. But his team,

borrowingheavilyfromtheDutchideals,from
the formationtopassing,did little to leavean
impressiononVanGaal. Rather, the ruthless
Dutch,flickinggearsasthetournamentheads
tothebusinessend,exposedthevulnerabilities
oftheUS,vindicatingthebeliefthattheUSare
far fromasemi-serious footballingnation. In
fouryears,theywouldbeco-hostsoftheWorld
Cup,butunlesstheyreboot,theirplightwould
be similar toQatar. Itwas also a vindication
that, despite billions and resources, only a
deep-rooted football culture could take the
teamdeepintoaWorldCup.TheUS,foralltheir
athleticismanddetermination,were techni-
callyineptandtacticallyhollow,outwittedby
amastertactician.
His fundamental planwas simple—con-

gestthemidfieldfirst,drawtheUSwingersand
midfieldintothecentreandthenlikeaflower
blossomingatthefirstrayofsun,expand,with
sharp,simplepassingandexploitthespaceleft
behindby theAmericanwingbacks.Not that
DaleyBlindandDenzelDumfrieswerequicker
than their American numbers Antonee
RobinsonandSergiñoDest, but cleverer and

positionallymoredisciplined.Dumfrieswas
creativityunleashed,settinguptwogoalsand
pinchingonehimself. But beyond the effer-
vescence of Dumfries, the incompetency of
Americans, itwas the tacticsof VanGaal that
shonethebrightest.Oncetheassignedheirof
JohanCruyff,hehaslongveeredawayfromthe
footballingprinciplesthattheDutchkeepclose
to their heart. Nonemore insulting to them
thathisdeparturefrom4-3-3tohisunflinch-
ingcommitmenttothe3-5-2anditsvariations

(hedeployed3-4-1-2againsttheUS).
Everanespouserofthe4-3-3,theclassical.

Cruyffiansystem,inthefagendofhiscoaching
career, VanGaal turned to a tactic reviled in
Holland.Anemblemof anti-Dutch football, a
pragmaticmethod that compromiseson the
Dutchidealsofpossession,controlandfluidity.
HiscriticscroonedthatDutchfootballwasgo-
ingbackwards,adoptinganti-football.
Underhim,theDutchhavenotplayedthe

brand of football that theDutchwant their
teamtoplay;evensomeoftheplayers,likehis
captainVirgilvanDijk,havepubliclycriticised
hiscoach.Butlikewithanyformationthatcan
betweakedtodefendorattack,VanGaal’sside
couldbethrillingtowatchwhentheyattack.
The first goalwas classicVanGaal— irre-

spectiveofthesystemsheissteadfastonquick,
simplepassing,hisplayersnotponderingtoo
longwith theball. Back inBarcelonadays,he
oncesatRomarioout for twogamesbecause
helingeredtoolongontheball.Ofthat20-pass
sequence, 16were in the Dutch half.With
everypass,theUSA,apressingsidethatswears
bythe4-3-3,pushedmoremenintotheDutch

territory. Thiswas exactlywhat the Dutch
wanted. Depay supplied the ball to Cody
Gapko,afewmetresintheUSzone,andGapko
slid anangledball to theoverlappingDenzel
Dumfries,who linedupDepay,whoby then
wasjust insidetheboxthroughthe legsof an
Americandefender.Thefinishwas lethal, the
passingwassumptuous,butthemostglitter-
ing aspect of thegoalwas themovements of
theplayers,sniper-sharp,neitherover-running
norunder-running.Thepassingwouldmake
you chant Cruyff, but itwas appropriate to
whistleVanGaal,who, likeCruyff andRinus
Michael,PepGuardiolaandCarloAncelotti, is
one of the greatest thinkers of themodern
game. Flip throughmost goals scoredunder
VanGaal, there are similar notes as youhad
seen in this game.Hehasdeparted fromthe
Dutch ideals, some sayhehas diluted them,
but in reality, hehas just experimentedwith
anotherdimensionof thegame.
The stability it infuses indefence can’t be

underrated either.When theUShammered
forward,thethree-mandefencewouldturnto
five, sometimes six or seven. It helps that

amongtheirfullbacks,Blindisadeptatdefen-
siveduties,soareFrenkiedeJong,andMarten
deRoon.Sotheymorphedintoanimpenetra-
ble orangewall. In the switch fromattack to
defence,fewsystemsareendowedwithsuch
easytransitions,albeitwiththerightplayers.
Hehas refined the formation too. Back in

2014,heusedtorelyalmostentirelyoncoun-
terattacking,andforallpracticalpurposes,they
were5-3-2.Buttheprosperingofqualitycen-
tre-backs like VanDijk, Nathan Ake, Julien
TimberandMatthijsdeLigtbestowshimmore
luxury towear amore attackingoutlook. It’s
nocoincidencethattheDutchhavebeenmost
successful this century under VanGaal and
playingunderhis3-5-2.
He took themto thirdplace inBrazil and

nowinto thequarterfinals. In the intervalbe-
tweenhistworeigns,theDutchfailedtoqual-
ify for successive Euros and the 2018World
Cup. Perhaps, likeVanGaal adecadeago, the
Dutchtooshouldrethinktheirviewsontheir
mosthatedformation.AsforBerhalter,itisun-
likelythatVanGaalwouldrememberhimaf-
terthematcheither.
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JUSTOUTSIDE the SaoudbinAbdulrahman
StadiumintheAlWakraSportsComplexwhere
England train is the CentralMarket, a sun-
parchedgrasslessscrubofland.EveryThursday,
thescantily-populatedneighbourhoodwakes
up to thebleatingof a thousandgoats ferried
inrumblingtruckstobesoldinwhatthelocals
claim is the largest goatmarket in the entire
MiddleEast.Onsomedays,buyersevencross
theSaudiArabiabordertobuygoats.Themar-
ket,though,hasbeensuspendedfortheentire
durationoftheWorldCup,sothatEnglandcan
practiseundisturbedandthelocalscouldsleep
peacefully, without the stench of goats,
whirringoftrucksandthehagglingoftraders.
Just outside the ground,whether it is hot

or balmy, a fewEnglish fanswould linger on
when the team is practising. Inside,where
barely anyone is permitted towatch them
train,thereiseverymodernfootballgadgetto
hone their skills and accomplish the elusive
missionof “bring theWorldCup”,which the
eagerfanskeepboisterouslychanting.
One among their new-age gadgets is the

SKLZNets.Theyellownetwithholesinthefour
cornersisspreadoverthegoal-frameandthe
playersmust aim toput theball through the
fourholes.Thefirsthalfofthedrillisperformed
without the goalkeepers—asper the advice
ofpsychologistswhowantthemtonotseethe
custodian. It is England’s latest endeavour in
taming their oldest and bitterest foe, the
penaltyshootout, themost-dreadedphaseof
afootballmatchforthem.
No other country has endured asmuch

painasEnglandhas in shootouts.One faceof
that nationalmeltdown isGareth Southgate
himself,whomissed thepenalty in the1996
Euros semifinal and tookaneternity to exor-
cisetheghosts,before,asheadcoachhewent
ona forensic odyssey tounderstand theme-
chanicsandscienceofshootouts.
SeldomhaveEnglandnotcriedafterWorld

Cupshootouts. Theyended their tepid run in
the lastWorld Cup, beatingColombia in the
Roundof 16. But theghosts resurfacedat the
Euros,wheretheylosttoItalyintheWembley
final. Their embarrassing recordof sevende-
feats innineshootouts inmajortournaments
—asmudgeunder22percentwinpercentage
—istheworstofanynationalteamwithmore

thanfiveshootoutscontested.
Here,onthevergeoftheWorldCupknock-

outs,theswordofpenaltyshootouthangsover
them.Theswordofhistory,ifonewill. Itwasa
questionput forth toeveryEnglandplayeror
supportstaffwhoattendedpressconferences
inthelastweekorso.ItwasputforthtoMarcus
Rashford,whomissedoneagainst Italy in the
Euros and was put to
sword in social media-
scape. As were Bukayo
Saka and Jadon Sancho.
Rashford firmly an-
swered: “No, not at all.
They are big moments
and, as an individual, I’ve
alwaysbeencomfortable
with them. I enjoybeing
in big moments so I’m
hopingthatwegettotake
another penalty in the
tournament. I’m looking
forwardtoit.”Bravewords
afterthetraumahewentthrough.
From Declan Rice to Harry Kane, Luke

Shawto JackGrealish, everyonewassought
about their readiness. All of them replied
positively andbuoyantly that they, toquote
Grealish,were“itchingtotakeoneandbury
the history.” But through the answers and
questionslurkedanationalobsession,afear
of reunitingwiththeoldnemesis likeDrNo
runningintoJamesBondineverycovertop-

eration of his.The repetitiveness has not
numbedthembutmadethemshrinkinter-
ror. Englandmanagers of the past have at-
tempted to dive deep into the heart of the
tragicflaw.Fromincompetenceandfatalism,
frommisfortunetocompetitionanxietyand
psychologicalblocktolottery,theirassump-
tions ranontheusual tropes.

“Youcanneverrecre-
ateonthetrainingground
the circumstances of the
shootout,”GlennHoddle
said in 1998. “When it
comestothepressure,we
arenot good,” said Sven-
Göran Eriksson in 2006.
“Youcan’t reproduce the
tiredlegs.Youcan’trepro-
duce the pressure and
tension,” Roy Hodgson
observed in 2012, after
theEuros.

Learning fromexperience
ButSouthgate’sapproachhasbeenrefresh-

inglydifferent—andithelpsthecausethathe
is the only Englandmanagerwho has ever
missedapenalty.Afterelaborateresearch,talk-
ingwith sports scientists and psychiatrists
alike, he arrivedat the conclusion that itwas
science,thatitwasaboutperformingaskillun-
der extremepressure, and theonly exorcism
waspractice.Hededucedthereasonhemissed

thepenalty.Hewashasty,hesaysinhisauto-
biography:“AllIwantedwastheball:putiton
thespot,getitoveranddonewith.”
So,whenhepreparedhisteamforthelast

WorldCup,hissupportstaffwouldmeasure
the reaction time of players, the psycholo-
gistswouldadvisethemtotakedeepbreaths,
slowdown theirwalk to the spot, andvisu-
aliseagoalpostwithoutthegoalkeeper,elim-
inate all the historic baggage simmering
withinthem.Heeventookthe“cannotrecre-
atetiredlegs”observationfromHodgsonand
simulated it in training sessions. “We prac-
ticespotkicksaftertheendoftiringsessions.
Someonewouldturnonpre-recordednoise
fromstadiums.Weweretoldtoimaginethat
we are taking a kick in theWorld Cup final.
Those sessions are fun,” HarryMaguire re-
centlyobserved.
Before the2020Euros, Englandroped in

OwenEastwood,aperformancecoachfrom
NewZealand, who hasworked extensively
withvariousrugbyteamsinhiscountryand
Cricket SouthAfrica. Two years before that,
the FAhiredRhys Long as head of perform-
anceanalysisfromtheWelshRugbyLeague.
They spent months studying England’s
penaltyshootoutsthreadbare,thetechnique,
practice, approach andmindset. Before big
tournaments, theywould dissect the tapes
of thepotentialopponents’goalkeepersand
penalty takers,where the strikers are likely
tohit,wherethegoalkeepersareprobableto

leap. Also, they arrived at a consensus that
thebestpenaltytakershouldtakethefourth
shot, for it’s the fourth shy that England’s
playershavemissedthemostintheirhistory.
The team of psychiatrists counselled them
to restrain from showing emotion, both joy
andagony.
Allthatisgood,butasgnarledprofession-

alswouldsay,platitudinalthoughtheymight
sound,itisentirelydifferenttorecreateinreal
whatyoupractiseintraining.Thereisthebur-
denofhistory,thefearofthefuture,theangst
of thepresent.Akickcouldvaultthemtothe
status of a national hero; a kick could push
themdownintotheabyssofshame.Someof
them have spilled it and sentenced them-
selves for a lifetime of guilt. Like Steven
Gerrard,whowas so disillusioned after the
2006World Cupmiss that he even consid-
eredquittingthegame.
Southgateisanexception,hewentdigging

totherootofthespotkickhemissed,gleaned
valuable lessons from it, and is trying tohelp
hiswardsavoidthehurtheexperienced.Under
him, it reads 1-1 inWorld Cup and Euros.
Whichwaythethirdmightswing, if itcomes
tothatpoint,couldgoalongwayineliminat-
inganationalneurosis,oritcouldpileonmore
agonyandcondemnthemtoanotherhundred
years of painful solitude. It could, if England
crashout in yet another shootout,makehim
tearallthetheoriesandscienceoftheshootout
apartandsay,“it’salottery.”

Noothercountryhassufferedsomuchheartbreak inshootoutsasEngland&Southgatehas lookedatways toconquer thedemons
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Three Lions hope to change spots

SRIRAMVEERA
DECEMBER3

MIDWAYTHROUGHthesecondhalfagainst
Serbia, Switzerland’s Granit Xhaka was
caughtinaviralmoment.Heseemedtograb
histesticlesinanapparentinsultdirectedto-
wards the Serbia dugout. An old Albania-
Kosovo-Serbia conflict caught in an image.
Xhakawould later dismiss talks of any ten-
sionon the field, buthis act isn’t likely tobe
forgottensoon.
When his teammate Xherdan Shaqiri,

whowasbooedthroughoutbySerbianfans,
buried the ball into the net, hewould cele-
bratebyputtinghisfingertohislipsandthen
pointingtothenameonthebackofhisshirt.
Both Shaqiri andXhaka created a furore

in the 2018World Cup game between the
sametwocountries,whentheydidaneagle
salute after scoring goals, mimicking the
black eagle on theAlbanian flag. Onehas to
diveintotheBalkanpasttounderstandwhy

suchacts causecontroversy.
It was a cold Sunday, February 17, 2008.

Temperatures had dipped to -10 degrees in
the city of Prishtina, the capital of Kosovo,
whenpeoplewerehitbyapleasantsurprise:
thecountryhaddeclareditselfanindepend-
ent state afterwar against Serb-dominated
Yugoslav forces in the late1990s.
Therehadbeenwhispersforawhileand

itseemedimminent,butthepeopleweren’t
sureaboutthedate.Suddenly,theysawtheir
PrimeMinisterHashimThaciappearontel-
evisionandreadouttheindependencedec-
laration.Euphoriabrokeout in thecountry.
Ithasn’tbeensmoothsailingthough.Forget

Serbia, Kosovo isn’t deemedan independent
countryevenbyIndia.RussiaandChinadon’t
recogniseitbuttheUSAdoes–over100coun-
triesrecogniseitasasovereignstatebutit’snot
amember of theUnitedNations. Serbia, of
course,hasresistedsovereignty.
It’s inthiscontextthatthecelebrationsof

the two Kosovo Albanian footballers in the
Swiss teamduring the game against Serbia

needtobeseen.
Their2018eaglesaluteisn’ttraditionally

just restricted to Kosovo. Ethnic Albanians
make the sign of pride all over Kosovo,
Albania, Macedonia and in the diaspora. A
fewmembers of Switzerland’s playing XI

have their roots inKosovo.

Family history
Xhaka, whose father was a pro-Kosovo

activistandwasreportedlytorturedinjail in
the late 80s by the Serbian regime,was the
first todotheeaglesalute in2018afterscor-
ing in thesecondhalf.
Xhaka’sfatherwasimprisonedforseven

yearsandonrelease,emigratedwithhisfam-
ily to Switzerland. Xhaka ended up playing
for Switzerland while his brother Taulant
plays for theAlbaniannational team.
WhenShaqiriwasfour,hisfamilymoved

toSwitzerlandjustbeforewarbrokeout.His
fatherstartedbywashingdishesinarestau-
rant before getting a job as a construction
worker. Hismother worked as a cleaner in
officebuildings.Hisbrothershelpedoutby
cleaningwindows, and Shaqiri helped her
with the vacuum cleaner. In 2012, when
Switzerland played Albania, Shaqiri had
flagsofSwitzerland,KosovoandAlbaniaon
hisboots.

Evenbeforethe2018WorldCup,Shaqiri
hadpostedaphotoonhisInstagramaccount
displayingthebootshewouldwear.Theflag
ofSwitzerlandwasontheleftboot’sheel;on
the right, therewas the flagofKosovo.
Kosovo’snational football teamwasof-

ficially recognised by FIFA in 2016, and it
providedanopportunity toSerbianstriker
Aleksandar Mitrovic to have a dig about
Shaqiri’s boots. “If he loves Kosovo that
much and nevermisses a chance to flaunt
the flag,whydidherefuseachance toplay
for their team?”
In 2014, in a Euro qualifier between

Serbia and Albania, who visited Belgrade
for a footballmatch for the first time since
1967, a drone flew above the pitch in the
40thminute of the game. It lowered a flag,
bearinganinsigniaof ‘GreaterAlbania’.The
flagwascaughtbySerbiandefenderStefan
Mitrovic but two Albanian players - Andi
LilaandTaulantXhaka- intervened.Crowd
violence followed, and the gamehad to be
abandoned.

EXPRESSATWORLDCUP

Balkan politics invades football field in Swiss celebrations

BRAZIL’SJESUS,TELLESOUTOFWC
Doha: Brazil's forward Gabriel Jesus and defender Alex Telles have
both been ruled out of the rest of the World Cup after picking up
knee injuries in their final Group game against Cameroon. Telles
was substituted in the 54th minute of Brazil's 1-0 defeat by the
African side, with Jesus leaving the pitch 10 minutes later.REUTERS
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XherdanShaqiri celebratesafter
scoringagainstSerbia.Reuters

EnglandplayerswarmupbeforeatrainingsessioninDoha.Behindcloseddoors, theyhaveputspecialemphasisonpreparing
forpenaltyshootouts,asituationtheycouldbefacedwithincaseofatiedscoreline inknockoutrounds.Reuters

WORLDCUPS
1990:West Germany 1-1 England
(WestGermanywon4-3onpenalties)
1998:Argentina2-2England
(Argentinawon4-3onpenalties)
2006:England0-0Portugal
(Portugalwon3-1onpenalties)
2018:Colombia1-1England
(Englandwon4-3onpenalties)

EUROPEANCHAMPIONSHIPS

1996:Spain0-0England (QF)
(Englandwon4-2onpenalties);
Germany1-1England (SF)
(Germanywon6-5onpenalties)
2004:Portugal2-2England
(Portugalwon6-5onpenalties)
2012:England0-0 Italy
(Italywon4-2onpenalties)
2020: Italy1-1England
(Italywon3-2onpenalties)

NATIONSLEAGUE

2019:Switzerland0-0England
(Englandwon6-5onpenalties)
* All tiedscorelinesafterextra time

RECORD INSHOOTOUTS

Afterelaborateresearch,
talkingwithsports
scientistsandpsychiatrists
alike,hearrivedatthe
conclusionthat itwas
science, that itwasabout
performingaskillunder
extremepressure,andthe
onlyexorcismwaspractice

France vPoland
8.30pm,
AlThumamaStadium
(LIVEONSPORTS18ANDJIOCINEMA)

Thescript
While this has been aWorld Cup of
upsets, it’llbeasurpriseifFranceslip-
up against Poland, and not just be-
cause the world champions are un-
beateninlastsevenmeetingsagainst
their European opponents. With
KylianMbappé,OlivierGiroud,Hugo
Lloris, Ousmane Dembele and
Antoine Griezmann set to return to
thestartingline-upafterbeingrested
againstTunisia, itwillbeamammoth
task for Poland to contain them. In
Wojciech Szczesny, they have a
world-classgoalkeeperwhoisinred-
hotform,havingmade18savesinthe
threegroupstagematchesapartfrom
stoppingtwopenaltiesincludingone
from Lionel Messi. But Poland have
been conservative in their approach
andwill have to findways to involve
Robert Lewandowski if theyhope to
threatenFrance.

Howthey’ll lineup
France:4-2-3-1
Likely XI: Lloris; Kounde, Konate,
Upamecano, (Theo) Hernandez;
Tchouameni, Rabiot; Dembele,
Griezmann, Mbappe, Giroud

Poland:4-4-2
LikelyXI:Szczesny;Cash,Glik,Kiwior,
Bereszynski; Zielinski, Bielik,
Krychowiak, Frankowski; Swiderski,
Lewandowski

England vSenegal
12.30am(Mon),
AlBaytStadium
(LIVEONSPORTS18ANDJIOCINEMA)

Thescript
Both teams enter the last 16 on the
back of impressive performances.
However, the challenge for Senegal
coach Aliou Cissewill be to rejig his
midfield ahead of this crucial tie. His
keymidfielder has received two yel-
low cards,whichmeans he’ll be sus-
pended for this clash.Andmidfield is
anareawherethismatchcouldbede-
cided, given how robust England
lookedinthatareaagainstWaleswith
JudeBellinghamandDeclanRiceshin-
inginthatrole.ThequestionforGareth
SouthgatewillbewhethertodropPhil
FodentoaccommodateBukayoSaka.
Englandhaven’t lost toanAfricanop-
ponent in their previous 20 encoun-
tersbutinSenegal,theywillfacetheir
toughest testof theWorldCupsofar.

Howthey’ll lineup
England:4-2-3-1
Likely XI: Pickford, Trippier, Stones,
Maguire, Shaw; Rice, Bellingham;
Saka, Mount, Sterling; Kane

Senegal:4-3-3
Likely XI: (Edouard)Mendy, Sabaly,
Koulibaly,Diallo, Jakobs; (Nampalys)
Mendy, (Pape) Gueye, Ciss; (Iliman)
Ndiaye,Dia, (Ismaila) Sarr

FIFA
WORLD
CUP

PREVIEW
ROUNDOF 16

NETHERLANDS 3 USA 1
Wright 76’Depay 10’

Blind 45+1’
Dumfries 81’

SCORELINE
UNBEATENSTREAK

11 Netherlandshavenotlost
anyoftheir11WorldCup
matchesoutrightlyunder

VanGaal,winning8anddrawing3
(only‘loss’cameinatiebreakerin
2014).OnlyFelipeScolari(12)has
hadalongerunbeatenstartasa
managerinWorldCuphistory.

In Netherlands’ ruthless win over USA, Van Gaal dishes out tactical masterclass
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FRIENDS LIKE
THESE

(Clockwise from top)
Artists (first from

left) SH Raza,
(second from left)
FN Souza; (from

right) Tyeb Mehta,
MF Husain, Abbasi,

KH Ara, VS
Gaitonde; untitled

artwork by MF
Husain; Raza’s 1983
Saurashtra; Souza’s
Crucifixion, 1961;
Krishen Khanna’s

Ramu ka
Dhaba, 1979

eye BOOKS
● ReviewofWriters inContext series, Vol I & II

● Reviewof Janice Pariat’sEverything
TheLightTouches

●Reviewof Sharat Sabharwal’sIndia’s
PakistanConundrum

SPOTLIGHT

Time’s Telescope
Within the artificial caves of Pabhosha
lie centuries-old tales of commerce
and community

Vandana Kalra

ATHISGurugramhome,artist
KrishenKhanna recalls one
of his earliest interactions
withMFHusainin1948.The
latterhadseenhisworkatan
exhibitionattheBombayArt

SocietyorganisedbySBPalsikarandwanted
toinvitehimtoexhibitalongsidemembersof
the Progressive Artists’ Group (PAG) at their
upcoming exhibition at the Bombay Art
Society salon. Ayoungartist himself,Husain
wasalreadymakinganimpressionwithinthe
art fraternity, as were the other founding
membersof thePAG—KHAra,HAGade, SH
Raza, FNSouza andSKBakre. “Itwas a small
art community then. I had seen theirworks
andmetthembefore,”saysKhanna.Whilehe
wasacceptedasamemberof thegrouplater,
his association began soon after the 1948
meetingwithHusainathisChurchgatehome.
“Sab dost the (wewere all friends).We dis-
cussedeverything, fromart to family topoli-
ticsoranythingthatbotheredorinterestedus.
Now, I amthe lonesurvivorof thatgroup, all
myfriendsaregone,”saysKhanna.
Inthemonththatmarksthe75thanniver-

saryofthePAG,Khanna,97,iscautiouslyhope-
ful about the future of Indian art. “One thing
aboutartisthatitisnotlimitedtooneperson.
It’smultidimensional.Itcontinuestolivemore
thananythingelse...Idon’tgoaroundasmuch
but I hope discussions between artists hap-
pen because that iswhat keeps the candle
burning,”saysKhanna.

■ ■ ■

Themost celebratednames of Indian art
—whoproducedsomeofitsmostrecognised
worksandcontinuetoleadauctionrecords—
couldhavehardlyimaginedtheirglobalfame
when the six young artists came together in
December 1947 inMumbai,with a desire to
developavant-gardeartinindependentIndia.
Theyaspiredtobreakawayfromtherevival-
istnationalismespousedbytheBengalSchool
ofArtaswellasthecourseprescribedbycul-
tural institutions founded by the colonial
rulers.Thepluralistperspectivetheynurtured
was informed by diverse sources — from
Mughal and Pahariminiatures toworks of
WesternmasterssuchasHenriMatisse,Pablo
Picasso,ClaudeMonetandPaulKlee.Itsname,
inspired by the Progressive Writers’
Associationwhichhadbeenproducing liter-
atureofsocialistrealismsincethe1930s,was
telling.Inthecatalogueforthegroup’sfirstex-
hibitionin1949,Souzawrote,“Todaywepaint
withabsolute freedomforcontentandtech-
niquesalmostanarchic...Wehavenopreten-
sions ofmaking vapid revivals of any school
ormovementinart.Wehavestudiedthevar-
ious schools of painting and sculpture to ar-
riveatavigoroussynthesis.”
Theaestheticsofthe

groupwas informedby
thecrossroadsatwhich
art in India found itself
atthetime.Involume58
of Art Journal, in the es-
say titled “Modern
Indian Art: A Brief
Overview” (1999), art
historian and curator R
SivaKumarwrites,“The
1940smarkedaturning
point in the Indian atti-
tudetomodernism.This
decade saw the emer-
gence of artists group...
who doubted thewis-
domofstrivingforanin-
digenous modernism
that bypassedmodern
Westernart...TheBombayProgressiveGroup
(1947)waslasttobeformedbutrepresented
themodernistassertionof thisgenerationat
itsclearest.”
ArthistorianDrZehraJumabhoy,whoco-

curated“TheProgressiveRevolution:Modern
Art foraNewIndia”,a2018exhibitionatAsia
Society inNewYork, dedicated to the PAG,
noteshowthegroupalsoposeda“visualcoun-
terpointtofoundingPrimeMinisterJawaharlal
Nehru’s plea for unity in diversity”. “Itwas a
timeof great intellectual ferment, and these
artistsgenuinelyembodiedNehru’svisionofa
secular India thatwasmulti-religiousandin-
clusive... ForMuslims artists likeMFHusain
andSHRaza,itisparticularlyimportanttocon-
sider their commitment to the ideaof India.
Raza’s family moved to Pakistan and his
brother, Ali Imam,wasvital in the formation
oftheLahoreArtCircle.Whydidtheydecideto
throwtheir lot inwiththe Indiannationaldi-

alogue,toformanimagecodeforthisnotionof
an inclusive Indian-ness. Is there not some-
thingwecanlearnfromthemtoday?”sheasks.
Itwas,perhaps,Razahimselfwhobestde-

scribedthevisionof the foundersof PAGina
1984interviewinBombayMagazine.Hesaid,
“Whatwehadincommonbesidesouryouth
and lack ofmeanswas thatwe hoped for a
betterunderstandingofart... ”
Belonging to different parts of India and

coming from varied backgrounds, the
Progressiveswere unified in their vision for
modernismbut pursued independent artis-
ticvocabularies.WhileGadewasoneofIndia’s
pioneering abstract expressionists, Ara is
knownforhis landscapesand femalenudes.

If Souza’s bold strokes
borrowed from Goan
folk, primitivism, cu-
bism and expression-
ism, Raza’s oeuvre in-
cluded idyllic
landscapes, abstracts
and geometric forms.
The only sculptor-
painter in the group,
Bakremoved fromaca-
demic realism to ab-
straction. Husain’s
works, meanwhile,
wereaconfluenceofhis
varied interests, from
Cubismtosymbolismto
mythology, folk and
tribal art and the very
ethos of India. “The

groupwas truly representative of the Indian
social fabric. Eachoneof themhadadistinc-
tiveaestheticvisionandstylebutthatdidnot
come in theway of theirwarm-hearted ca-
maraderie. This is remarkable and has not
beenseenbeforeorafter,”saysAshokVajpeyi,
managingtrustee,TheRazaFoundation.
Thegroup’sforemostsupporterswereex-

pats.Mumbai-basedGerman art critic Rudi
von Leyden and Austrian painter Walter
Langhammer introducedthemtothetrends
in European art, and Austrian connoisseur
Emmanuel Schlesinger andGermanart his-
torianHermannGoetzwereamongtheirear-
liestpatrons.Providedaspacetoexhibittheir
works by Kekoo Gandhy at his Chemould
framingstorethatlaterbecameanartgallery,
theartistsweredescribedasthe ‘heraldsof a
newdawn in theworld of Indian art’ by au-
thorMulk Raj Anand. But not everyonewas
congratulatory. In a 1992 interviewwith

YashodharaDalmia, Husain recalled: “Some
of theprofessorsat the JJ (Sir JJ Schoolof Art)
usedtotellstudents‘Don’tmixwiththesefel-
lows. They are destroying Indian art’.” The
artists,however,wereundeterred.Theywould
meet at regular spots, from the bustling
Marine Drive to Bombay Art Society and
Chetana Restaurant,where Ara also had his
firstsolo in1942,andtalkforhours.
Whilethegrouphadheldseveralinformal

exhibitions,itsinauguralshowwasorganised
attheBombayArtSocietysalonin1949.Critical
acclaimandpublicinterestfollowedandmany
artistsdriftedinandoutoftheirranks.Someof
thebetter-knownoneswhoformedanendur-
ingassociationincludedKhanna,VSGaitonde,
RamKumar,Mohan Samant, TyebMehta,
Akbar Padamsee, and its onlywomanmem-
ber,BhanuRajopadhye.Therewasalsoakeen-
nesstolearnfromtheworld.Theywouldtravel
across India to explore artistic trends, andby
theearly’50s,threefoundingmembersmoved
abroad.SouzaandBakrewere inLondonand
RazawasinParis.Husainbeganshuttlingbe-
tweenMumbai andDelhi.While thatmeant
the gradual decentralisation of the PAG,
Khannaassertsitdidnotimplydissolution.“It
meantthatpeoplewenttodifferentplacesfor
jobs,opportunities,”saysKhanna.
As theyworked andexhibited across the

world,theyinvitedattentionandacclaimnot
just for themselves but also Indian art. The
modernismtheysoughtwasrealisedandthe
bonds forged only strengthened over time.
“Wewere always in touch, writing letters,
stayingateachother’shouseswhenwewere
travelling.AkbarandHusainstayedwithme
inDelhi andShimla.When Iwent toLondon
formyfirst exhibition in1959,Razashareda
listofpeoplewhomIshouldinteractwith.He
tookmeonhisscooterandintroducedmeto

people in Paris. Later, Akbar showed me
around Paris. He came toNewYorkwhen I
wasonaRockefellerscholarshipintheUS,for
whichI’drecommendedhim,”recallsKhanna.

■ ■ ■

In its active lifetime, the PAG only had a
handfulofformalexhibitionsbutitscontribu-
tiontoIndianart isenormous.“Theycreated
a unique Indianmodernity thatwas full of
plurality,bearingcomradeshipwiththeWest,
butremainingdeeplyIndian.Noothergroup
producedsomanymastersandtheirindivid-
ual achievements are so astoundingly lofty
that Indian artmust be
grateful,” saysVajpeyi.
Like their art, their

generosity is also leg-
endary.“Theywerecon-
cerned about the
younger generation.
Rememberingtheirown
youngerdays,whenthey
had to take up jobs to
survive — Husain
painted cinema hoard-
ings and Raza did block
printing— theywanted
tooffer assistance to the
young,”saysVajpeyi.Husainoftenobligedfans
withaquickdrawingonapaperbilloranap-
kinandRaza’shomeinPariswasalwaysopen
foryoungIndianartists.PadamseeandMehta
werenevershyofgivinghonest feedback.As
astudentatSirJJSchoolofArtinMumbai,Atul
Dodiya remembers spending hours with
PadamseeandMehtaat theirstudioandvis-
itingRazainPariswhenhewasonascholar-
shipatÉcoleNationaleSupérieuredesBeaux-
Arts in the early ’90s. “For me they were

superstars who influenced generations of
artists... Not just art, Akbar and Tyebwould
talkaboutphilosophy,Italianwriters,cinema.
Whenever Raza would have a show in
Mumbai, he always invited young students
fortheopening.WhenIwasinParis,heoften
invitedmeand(mywife)Anjufordinner.We
discussed the Vedas, the Upanishads, and
man’srelationshipwiththecosmos,”hesays.
Though hailed asmasters of Indian art,

theirideaofmodernityhasbeendescribedby
someasderivativeof theWest,while the lib-
eralism the Progressives proposedwas also
questioned at numerous junctures. In 1954,
Padamseefoughtalandmarkcourtbattle,that
endedinacquittal, todefendnudesexhibited
athissoloatMumbai’sJehangirArtGallery.On
aself-imposedexilefollowingpersistentdeath
threatsfromtheHindutvaforcesforhisdepic-
tionofHindugodsandgoddesses,Husaindied
inLondonasaQataricitizenin2011.
Nothing, however, couldovershadowthe

group’sartisticachievements.Thegroupcon-
tinued to reinvent and experiment.While
Husainwastappingdiverseinspirations,Raza’s
iconicbinduwasborninthe’80sasaquestfor
adeeperunderstandingofHinduiconography.
In1969-71,Padamseesetupaninter-artVision
ExchangeWorkshop,whereartists and film-
makers could experiment across disciplines.
“Asanartist,Ilearntoneofmygreatestlessons

fromTyeb,who toldme
it is important to know
what you should dobut
what ismore important
is to know what you
should not be doing,”
saysDodiya.
Thisdesiretoexplore

still takes nonagenarian
Khanna to his studio. “I
work every day and it’s
hardattimes,butIenjoy
it,” says the artist. Last
week, as he interacted
with the audience at

VadehraArtGalleryinDelhi,wherehisworks
fromthe’70sand’80sareonviewattheexhi-
bition “Beyond the Beginning” alongside
Kumar, Husain and Raza, hewas also their
voice.Athome,hetreasuresthefilescontain-
inglettersthey’dexchanged.“Therewasnota
paintingthathappenedamonganyoneofus
thatwasn’tdiscussedat that time. Iwasvery
fortunate that I had suchwonderful people
with suchwonderful insights into art inmy
life,”saysKhanna.

On the 75th anniversary of the Progressive Artists’ Group, a look back at how some of India’s most well-known artists came
together to explore the confluence of tradition and modernity and what their collaboration meant for Indian art
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Soil keeps the whole of life ticking

Let’s just stop calling soil “dirt”

HOWMANYtimeshavepar-
entsyelledat theirkids,
“Don’t trackdirtallover the
floors!”Or, “Goandchange

thosesoiledclothes immediately!”And
then,hauledthemoff foradisinfec-
tant-lacedscrubsothat theyemerge
squeakycleanandtheveryantithesis
of childhood?Dirt,mud,soil—well,
they’reyuck, right?
Noright-mindedchildwouldagree.

It’shugefuntoplayandsplash ina
muddypond.Someadultsaregetting
the ideatoo,asmudpacksandmud-
bathsareused inspaswherethey
chargethousands forsomethingyou
canget freebygoingoutafter it rains
andstompingaroundinpuddles!
Animalshaveknownthis foreons,be
theyelephants,hippos,zebras,oreven
yourdog,birds, reptiles:nothing likea
mudordustbathforaglowingpest-
freeskinandcomplexion!
Butreally,wedosodisrespect the

onemediumthatkeepsthewholeof

life ticking:soil,whatmanyofusalso
calldirt. (Somescientistsmaintainthat
soil isalive,dirt isdeadand,hence,dif-
ferent)Notonly issoilalive, itkeeps
every livingcreaturealive.Plantsare
oneobviousexample,andevery living
creature—veganorcarnivoredepends
onplants,andplantsgrowinsoil,hy-
droponicsnotwithstanding.
So,whatexactly is in thesoil?

Organicmattercomposedbasicallyof
potty (Iwonder if that’swheretheterm
“pottedplants”camefrom!), there-
mainsofdeadcreatures,minerals, tril-
lionsandtrillionsof livingmicrobes,
water,andgas.Soil comprises50per
centsolidmatter (5percentorganic
matter,45percentminerals)and50
percentofwhatarecalled“voids”—
gasesandwaterequallydivided.The
solidmatter is transported, stored,and
distributedaroundbywater,microbial
enzymesturnmineralsandorganic
matter intonutrientsplantsneed,and
oxygenfilteringthroughhelpsthemi-
crobialorganismsto liveandbreathe.
Largeamountsof carbonarestored

intheorganicmatter,makingsoil serve
asamagnumcarbonsink, though
someof this is released intotheairas
carbondioxideduetodecomposition

andtherespirationof the livingorgan-
isms.Heatandhumidity increasethe
rateofdecompositionoforganicmate-
rialdirectly intocarbondioxide,which
iswhysoils in tropicalandsubtropical
regionshave lesssequesteredcarbon
andareusually less fertile thanthose in
temperateregions.Thisalsohappens
whenthesoil is tilledanddisturbed
andoneof theconsequencesof global
warming is thatevenmorecarbon
dioxide is likely tobereleased intothe
atmospherebythesoil.
Soilperformsother functions: for

one,everythingwebuildhas its foun-
dations inthesoil, and,of course,plants
aresupportedbyit, apart fromwhich,
soilprovidesthemwithair,water,nu-
trients,keepsthetemperature from
fluctuating,andfiltersout toxins.Living
creatures, fromthemultitudeofmi-
crobes, to insects,mammals,andrep-
tiles live inthesoil, andsome, like
earthworms, repaythefavour,byaerat-
ingthesoil so increasingtheamountof

oxygenin it.
It is,perhaps, the

greatest recyclerof all:
processingandrepro-
cessingnutrientssothat
theycanbeusedover
andoveragainandfilters
andstoreswater.
Ifwecut intosoil like

wewould intoa layer
cake, sevenlayersemerge,whichhave
beenlabelled,O,A,B,E,C,andR;
thoughmostsoilsonlyhavethree:A,B
andC.Eachof thesetells thestoryof
thesoil.Rightat thetop,Ostands for
theorganicmaterial—likedead,decay-
ing leavesthat lie rightonthetop—and
whichmaynotbepresent inall soils.A
stands for thetopsoil, comprisingmin-
eralsandorganicmaterial;B issubsoil,
which is rich inminerals thatmoved
down;C, thedeposit fromthe“parent”
materialwhichwasdepositedonthe
Earth’ssurfacewhenthesoilbeganto
formand, finally,R, thesolidbaseor
bedrockcomprisingtheparentgranite,
basalt, sandstone,or limestone,on
whicheverythingstacksup.
Likeeverythingelse,we’rebusyde-

stroyingoursoil.Wepoisonit, cut
downtheforestswhichhold it inplace
(andviceversa!) leadingtoerosion,
bury itunderourtownsandcities,
flooditordrain it, andstuff chemical
fertilisers,pesticides,andherbicides
into it.
Butall isnot lost.Weproudlycall

farmers“sonsof thesoil”andour films
arerepletewiththunderousdialogues
referringto issdharti jiskimitti se... etc.
But, let’s just stopcallingsoil,dirt.

● ● ●

Soil is thegreatest recyclerofall:
processingandreprocessingnutrients
tobeusedoverandoveragain
● ● ●
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Nayanjot Lahiri

MYPROFESSIONhastakenmetomanyplaces
to enjoy the pleasure of discovering some-
thing newabout old landscapes andplaces,
notalwayswithlogicalreasonsandplans.An
overwhelming desire to understand the ar-
chaeologyofforestswasthereasonwhyIbe-
ganmyresearchontheBandhavgarhNational
Park and Tiger Reserve, Madhya Pradesh.
Havingspenttwoyearsinunderstandingthe
ancient cave shelters there, several ofwhich
were financedby traders andministerswho
came fromKausambi, a question that came
up constantly in my mind was: Would
Kausambi residents have seen caves of this
kindintheirneighbourhood,of thekindthat
theydecidedtocreate inBandhavgarh?
Cities in antique north India are spread

acrossawidegeographicalarcwithsomelike
TaxilasituatedinthehillsnearRawalpindi in
Pakistan.Therewereothercitiesthatwerein
the alluvial plains, Pataliputra being one of
them, locatedalongtheriverGangainPatna.
Ancient Kausambi, not far from modern
Prayagraj (Allahabad), is anothermetropolis

along a river, on the eastern bank of the
YamunainUttarPradesh.Itisoneofthemost
imposing fortified city sites of India,whose
vast brick-built sprawl has historic associa-
tions that include the Buddha and Emperor
Ashoka. Having been there some years ago,
therewasnothinginitsarchitectureornatu-
ral surroundings that suggested that traders
andtravellersfromherewouldgetcavescre-
atedinthehillsofBandhavgarh.
WhatisnotvisiblefromtheKausambiru-

ins, though, isahill thatlieslessthan10kilo-
metresfromit,inthevicinityofthesameriver
where the ancient city stands. Known as
Pabhosha, itwas said tohave the remainsof
an artificial cave created in the second cen-
tury BCE. So, in early November, I set out to
see it formyself.
The lieof the landhere is simple: a spec-

taculararcofdetritusbroughtdownbyabig
rivertocreateaflattract,withislandsofolder
rockoccasionallyrisingoutofthealluvialflat-
ness. While there are some that lie to the
southoftheYamuna,thePabhoshahillisper-
hapsthesolitaryrocky islandwhichisnorth
of the river, and rises out of the alluvium in
the formof a largehillymass leaning toone

side.Theentrance to thecavecanbeseenas
youclimbupthehillandismarkedbyasec-
ondcenturyBCEepigraphalongwithastone
bedandpillow. This— thepresenceof ado-
nativeepigraphand insitustonefurniturein
anartificialcave—issimilartowhatonesees
intheBandhavgarhcaves.Unlikethosecaves,
though,thePabhoshashelterispresentlyun-
reachablebecausethelargerockoutcropbe-
lowit,whichprovidedaccess,has fallen.But
surely, in ancient times, the residents of
Kausambiwouldhavebeenfamiliarwiththis
caveandcouldwellhaveinteractedwiththe
communitythat livedthere.

As traders fromKausambi travelled to-
wards the Vindhyan hills, theywould also
have encounteredBhita, another big city on
the plains a nodal route, one branch leading
toward the hills. Therewere richmerchants
andtraderswholivedinBhitaandtheancient
townplanningwithitsstreetsandhouses,ex-
cavatedmorethanacenturyago,arestillvis-
ible. What is less known is that as with
Kausambi, inthecaseofBhita,rock-cutcaves
exist inoutcropsacoupleof kilometres from
it. Surely, someof those cave shelterswould
havebeenencounteredbyKausambiwallahs
ontheirwaytoBandhavgarh.

Asonestudiesthegeographicalexpanse
thatmakeup the Indo-Gangeticplains, it is
sometimes forgotten that hills do not just
fringethealluvialexpansesonthenorthand
the south, they can suddenly protrude out
of flatlands. Inevitably, such hills have his-
toricmarkersonthemsuchasthecavesthat
I was looking for. I now know that those
from Kausambi who created the second
century CE Bandhavgarh caves were ac-
quainted with rock-cut dwellings in their
immediate surroundings.
In order to protect the caves and inscrip-

tions,thatlandscapeofawkwardlyprotruding
rockyeminenceswhichhassteadilybeende-
stroyed,needstobeconserved.Infact,looking
atPabhosa,oneisstruckbythefactthatwhile
the cave is protected by the Archaeological
SurveyofIndia(ASI),itsaccessibilityhasbeen
compromised because the rocky landscape
around it remains vulnerable.Modern tem-
ple structureshavecomeupon the largehill
which has also been subject, till some time
ago,tostonequarrying.Ontheotherhand,the
Bandhavgarh caves are not protected by the
ASI but by the forest department, and those
shelters, as also the forested surroundings
where they reside, have survived better be-
causetheyareprotectedfromrelentless“de-
velopment”.Surely,ifwehavetoconserveour
historicheritage,theareasthatsurroundthem
needtobeproactivelypreserved.

NayanjotLahiri istheauthorofSearchingfor
Ashoka–Questing foraBuddhistKingfromIndia

toThailand(PermanentBlack)

Time’s Telescope
Within the artificial caves of Pabhosha lie

centuries-old tales of commerce and community

Alaka Sahani

FORTHE first screening of Ek Jagah
Apni inOctoberatanauditoriumin
Bhopal, Muskaan was wary of
bringing her family members.
While Muskaan, 39, who essays

the roleof Roshni, oneof the film’sprotago-
nists,wasthrilledtowearasariandmake-up
forthescreening,shewasawarethatherfam-
ily would not be comfortable seeing her
dressed as awoman. “My family still hasn’t
acceptedmeasatranswoman.Manypeople,
includingmyrelatives, continue toquestion
mychoices.Irrespectiveofthat,Iwasexcited
that through the film, peoplewould see the
storyofourcommunity,”shesays.
Bhopal-based Ektara Collective’s second

feature film Ek Jagah Apni revolves around
Laila (Manisha Soni) and Roshni, two
transwomencharacters,whoarelookingfor
ahousetorentaftertheyareevictedbytheir
prejudiced landlord. The film,whose India
premiere is scheduled for the International
FilmFestivalofKerala(openingonDecember
9),highlightsthestruggleofthetransgender
communityfortheirbasicrightsandaccept-
ance insociety.
Its script developed froma series of con-

versationsthatco-writersMaheenMirzaand
Rinchin hadwithManisha andMuskaan.
“While doing relief work during the pan-
demic,wemetManishaandshe introduced
us toMuskaan. During the lockdowns, the
transgendercommunitywasbadlyhit.They
struggledtofindworkandplacestolive,”says
Mirza.However, thefilmchosenottosetthe
storyduringthepandemicasthediscrimina-
tiontheyface isaregularoccurrence.
Thoughthestoryistoldfromthequeerand

trans perspective, the search for a space of
one’s own is eternal. “Looking for a place to
call home is alsoametaphor, not just to find
a safe space for all but also to create a space
where stories like this can be told. In fact,
everyone on our team connectedwith the
film’stitle,”saysRinchin.EkJagahApnishows

Lailabeingtornbetweenhertrueselfandpre-
serving linkswith the family shewas born
into.Meanwhile,Roshnitreadsafinelinebe-
tweenconcealingher identityandlivingthe
life that shewants. Together, theyovercome
their hurdles, forge new friendships and
findallies.
SincebothManishaandMuskaanhavenot

completelycomeout,duringtheshootthere
was always the fear of being targeted and
recognisedinpublicplaces.Therewereother
queeractorsinthecast,too.“Eventhoughwe
hadourconcerns,theshootingturnedoutto
beanempoweringexperience.Thisallowed
themtostand their groundand forceothers
toacceptthemastheyare,”saysRinchin.After
Kerala,thefilmwillfeatureatMardiGrasFilm
Festival in Sydney, in February next year.

Mirza and Rinchin plan to holdmore com-
munity screenings soon and are hoping for
anOTTandtheatricalrelease.Thecollective’s
firstfeaturewasTurup(Checkmate,2017)tells
the story of threewomen against the back-
dropof an increasinglypolarisedsociety.
Though the first draft of Ek Jagah Apni’s

script was ready in December 2020, they
started filming around July 2021. The script
draws heavily from the experiences of
ManishaandMuskaan.SmallwonderMirza
was clear about casting Manisha and
Muskaan as the lead protagonists from the
beginning. The cast, however, had to go
throughmultipleworkshopsandrehearsals.
Liketheircharacters,ManishaandMuskaan
shareafriendshipandhaveknowneachother
for long. As shown in themovie,Manisha, a

graduate,hasworkedasateacherandcoun-
sellor, while Muskaan works as a cook.
However, unlikeMuskaan, Manisha lives
awayfromher family.
Someof thedefiningmomentsinthefilm

show the characters embracing their true
identity.Forinstance,Laila—whohasabank
account in her previous name, Harish —
choosestoletgoofthatidentityeventhough
she stands to losemoney. “For us, itwas the
natural progression of their story,” says
Rinchin.Thoughtherewasascript, thestory
was not set in stone. It kept evolving. They
even reshot a few scenes and added some
moreasthefilmingprogressed.
Oneofthemostpoignantscenesinthefilm

is also the most powerful. Roshni, who
dresses as amanwhen shegoes towork for
an affluent family, is thrashed by her em-
ployer when he gets to know that she is a
transgender and belongs to a lower caste.
When hiswife pleadswith Roshni towith-
drawhercomplaint, sherefuses. “Therewas
no dilemma or discussion regardingwhat
Roshnishoulddo.Weallwere inagreement
thatsheshouldn’tforgive.Marginalisedpeo-
pleareoftenguilt-trippedintoforgiving,”says
Mirza.Thissequence isbasedontheharass-
ment thatMuskaan facedwhileworking at
thehomeofatopbureaucratinBhopal,who
isaBrahmin.
Working on the film has boosted

Muskaan’smorale. “Mujheeknayiudaanmil
gayi(Ihavefoundnewfreedom).Iamhappy
thatpeoplearegoingtowatchthefilmbased
onour lifeexperiences,”saysMuskaan,who
aspires towork inthesocial sectorandbefi-
nancially independent. Thatwouldhelpher
to live on her own and support her late
brother’sdaughters.SinceMuskaanliveswith
her family, she has to keep up the facade of
being aman. “Whilemy immediate family
stillhasn’tcometotermswithmytransiden-
tity,I’vefoundsupportinmycousin’sdaugh-
ters.TheyoftensuggestwhatIshouldwear,”
shesays.
EktaraCollectiveisanindependentgroup

thatcollaborateswithtrainedanduntrained
peopletomakefilmsthatarelocatedintheir
realities.MirzaandRinchinarepartofitscore
team.While Ek Jagah Apni pushes the trans
narrative in Indian cinema, they are happy
that “somany people are standing up” for
SaimSadiq-directedPakistanimovie Joyland
(2022).“Joyland istrulyafilmreflectiveofour
time. It shows us theway forward. It brings
outallourstereotypeseventhoughwethink
ofourselvesasprogressive,”saysMirza.Their
next feature, as a collective, looks at gender
justice throughachild’sperspective.

SATYENDRATIWARI

A Feeling Of Home
Ek Jagah Apni is the story of two transwomen, their search for a
house and embracing their identity fearlessly

● ● ●

As shown in the movie, Manisha, a
graduate, has worked as a teacher and
counsellor, while Muskaan works as a cook
to make a living
● ● ●

FINDING COMMON GROUND
The film highlights the struggle of the transgender community for their basic rights and acceptance in society

COURTESY:EKTARACOLLECTIVE

New Delhi
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World of
Wonders
Janice Pariat’s new novel is a
masterclass in storytelling

Anuradha Vellat

DURINGHISexpedition toLapland in1732,
Carl Linnaeus, theSwedishbotanist,writes
about theuncertaintyuponentering“acave
formedbynature”:Noteverything the light

touchescanbeseen.A littleearlier,he jotsdownanother
keeperof a sentence:Thestartingpointmustbe tomar-
vel atall things, eventhemostcommonplace. In
essence, thesesimplesentences formthecruxof Janice
Pariat’s thirdand latestnovel—Everything theLight
Touches—thatweaves together four stories fromdiffer-
entgeographiesandtimelines, boundbya love for the
flora, aboneof curiosityand, at thecentreofwhich isa
growingconcernabout theerosionof nature itself.
Weare introducedtoShai in the first installment,

who lives in thepresentandreturns toMeghalayaafter
beingoutof a job inNewDelhi. It is evident that she is
trying to findherself athome,betweenasuspicious
motherandbenign father. Shegroundsherquest in the
remote Jaintiahills,whereheroldnannyhas taken ill,
amonga tribeof peoplewhoresist the invasionof their
mountains fromthe forcesof capitalism.Shai findsher-
self at thecuspof folklore, aboutangeredmountain
spirits, takingshape inamodernworld.
Thesecond installmentbringsus toEvelyn, a student

of botany fromCambridgewho isnowsailing to India
fromEngland in1911.Evie, as she is fondlycalled, ispart
of the “fishing fleet”. Shehas topretendtobeonthe
lookout fora suitablehusband, fromtherangeof English
officersposted in India.Alongside, shehas tocurtailher
curiosityof beingdeeply interested inanexpedition
nearAssam, in thewettest regionof theworld.Goethe’s
philosophyappeals toher, tonotcategorise thingsand
consider their individuality.
Thencomes theGermanphilosopherandwriter

JohannWolfgangvonGoethe’s expedition to Italy in
1787,which laterestablisheshimto theworld, and to
himself, as someonewithanaffinity forplants, for
things that take root. Throughseasons, changing land-
scapesandengagingconversationswithhispeers,
Goetheandhisnarratorurgeus tosubvert theanalytical
mindthat longs foruniformity.
In themiddlecomesCarl, theoldestof themall,

whosenotesduring theexpeditionarepresented tous
as shortverses, sometimeshumourousand joyful,
sometimesearnestandphilosophical.
Ineach installment, Pariat shiftsherwriting tosuit

thevocabulary, geography, ethosandspirit of thehistor-
icalplacementof hercharacters. It isnocoincidence that
eachstorysets sailwith theprotagonist travelling, espe-
cially to findwhatmightbea“root”. Pariat alsobrings to
the fore theneed foranold-schoolwisdomthatdoes
notviolateone’spersonhood.This is evident in theway
the twowomenprotagonists, theonlyoneswhoarealso
fictional, Shai andEvie, seekandspeakofOinand
GrandmaGrace, respectively. ForShai,Oin,hernanny, is
theperson thatnurturesherand forEvie,Grandma
Grace is theperson fromwhomshe learnthowtonur-
ture,by lookingathowshe tends toplants. Thewisdom
thesewomen impartalso reflects thepersonhoodthey
mayhavebeendenied.
It isnot surprising that simplicitymeans thesame

thing forawriterandareader: towrite structuredsen-
tences thatexplain life’s strangestphilosophiesandtie it
together inastoryusingshort, unembellishedwords; to
read lines that connect thedotsbetweenone’smost
complicated livedexperiencesandthe joyof finding
themtranslated intowords that fit. Tobeasimplewriter
is toalsobeasimple reader,whichPariatgivesusamas-
terclass in.Adeeply therapeuticnovel,Everything the
Light Touches individualiseswaysof seeingwithout
making theself too important.Additionally, Pariat also
looksatparts, includinghumanemotions,notasderiva-
tivebutascoexisting forces.
Pariat is an interdisciplinarywriterwitha trulymod-

ernapproach toherwritingandshebrings this toher
writingwithoutdisconcertingher reader.Herapproach
to this style is alsocleverly taken fromanon-linearun-
derstandingof history thoroughlysupportedbyasetof
anomalouscharacters.

INDIA’SPAKISTAN
CONUNDRUM:
MANAGINGA
COMPLEX
RELATIONSHIP
BY SHARAT
SABHARWAL
Routledge India
228 pages
`995

EVERYTHINGTHE
LIGHTTOUCHES
BY JANICE PARIAT
Harper Collins
512 pages
`799

POET-DIPLOMATAbhayK’s latestcollec-
tion, Stray Poems, cannot be categorised
intoasingletheme.Therearepoemsthat
aredescriptionsofplaces,liketheancient
Nalanda and the travellerHiuen Tsang’s
journey to it and itsmodern resurgence,
aswell as the Tiger’s NestMonastery in
Bhutan. Alongwith these, there are po-
ems that are odes to all the planets and
more“earthly”matters,suchasworkand
evenlove.
The Partition of the Indian subconti-

nent and the accession of Kashmir into
India isdescribedinThePartitionedLand,
inspired by TS Eliot’s, TheWaste Land
(1922).Thepoembeginswith:“August is
thedeadliestmonth,bringing/hatredoutof
the ancient land,mixing/ partitionmemo-

ries and hope, stirring/ passionwithmon-
soonrains...”
Italsodescribesthehistoryandstrat-

egy of “the shrewdest politician in the
British Empire, LordMountbatten”, and
endswiththetopical—giventhatthisyear
isthe75thanniversaryofthecataclysmic
Partitionthatremainsatraumaticanddi-
visivememory even today— lines: “Oh!
the colonial masters, they are not your
friends,/don’tkeepthemforever,withtheir
beaks/ theywill partition the ancient land
again/chanting—Meaculpa,MeaCulpa!”
Abhay continueswith the repercus-

sions of conflict andwarwith twoother
poems, The Fire Sermon andDiplomacy,
thatareinspiredbyEliotaswell,yetbrings
his unique style of adapting current sur-

Finding Home
SHELFLIFE

STRAYPOEMS
BY ABHAYK
Paperwall
Publishing
106 pages
`400

roundings to the poems through the
powerofhisimagery.Additionally,thefact
thatlifegoesonandpeoplegoaboutwith
theirmundanelivesdespitethetragedies
happening in other parts of theworld is
brought out in The Fire Sermon and re-
mindsoneofWHAuden’sMuséedeBeaux
Arts (1939).
Theotheruniquesetofpoemsisabout

theworkinglifeofabureaucrat—anoffi-
cerbabu, a topicusuallynot found inpo-
etry!Thepoem,Bureaucrab,isparticularly
bitinginitshumoroussatireanddescrip-
tions of thepowerhierarchy thatwill be
familiartoanyonewhohasdealtwithof-
ficial-babudominanymanner. Consider
these lines: “Here comes the bureaucrab/
through the betel-stained corridors of
power/ofKama-Bhawan/wearinghiswell-
groomedsmile.../...BareSahebentersoffice/
(thefirstkindactofthemorning)/Salamsa-

heb, the lowly peon greets meekly/ good
morningSir,knightsthepersonalassistant/
Sir...Sir...Sir... parrotsubordinates...”
Another poem that describes the

work routine butwith a shift of tone is
Work. Dedicated to the American poet,
NatashaTrethewey, itdescribestherou-
tinedrudgeryofa9-5job,somewhatlike
hercollection,DomesticWork(2000),and
its titular poemthat describes the life of
womenasdomesticworkers.
All in all, the collectionmakes for an

interestingread,andoneisgladthatthese
‘strays’gotahomeafterall!

JONAKI RAY

JonakiRayisapoet,writer,andeditorbasedin
NewDelhi.Herpoetrycollection,Firefly
Memories(CopperCoinPublishing)and
chapbook,LessonsinBending(Sundress
Publications)areforthcomingin2023

Mini Chandran

HOWRELEVANTisthecontext
to a text and its writer?
Understanding the circum-
stancesthatmouldawriteris,
perhaps, only a supplemen-

taryelementintheprocessof literaryappre-
ciation, but it undeniably facilitates a com-
prehensiveunderstandingof thewriterand
the text.
The RoutledgeWriter in Context series on

Indianwriters has originated from this per-
spective.Needlesstosay, it isaverywelcome
and timely step in the publishing of Indian-
language literature in translation, forwhat it
offers through the anthology, is a combina-
tionofthewriter’sworksandtheircriticalap-
praisal.AlthoughIndianlanguageliteratures,
or bhashaworks, are steadily being brought
outof their regions throughtranslations, the
criticalcorpusinthebhashasisyettobemade
accessible to readers in other languages. It is
thislacunathattheRoutledgeseriesaddresses
veryeffectively;whatmakesthesebooks in-
valuabletotheresearcherandthereaderare
thetranslationsof criticalworksonthewrit-
ersbycritics intheir languages.
The first books in the series are on two

feistywriterswhowereleadingfiguresinthe
languages theywrote in—Krishna Sobti in
HindiandJoginderPaul inUrdu.Sobti, as the
title of the book Krishna Sobti: A Counter
Archiveindicates,wastheauthorofworksthat
challengedandchangedtheconventionalno-
tions of mainstream literature and literary
writing.Therewasnothingnormativeabout
her life andwork, and they exemplified her
statement: “The romance of life is not in a
straightline.Thingswouldgostaleifthatwere
tohappen.”
The Krishna Sobti anthology, edited by

Sukrita Paul Kumar and Rekha
Sethi, consists of five broad sec-
tions—translationsof Sobti’s fic-
tion, hermajorworksof non-fic-
tion, critical perspectives on the
writer inEnglishaswellas trans-
lations fromHindi, interviews
withSobti,andpersonalreminis-
cencesbyotherwriters.Anentire
sub-section isveryappropriately
devoted towhat is perhaps the
most important in her oeuvre,
Zindaginama. The critical essays
byPriyadarshanandRekhaSethi
(written originally inHindi) give
us an idea of what the writer
meanttotheHindiliteraryworld.
Sobtiwasrevolutionaryinher

writings, boldly exploring the
limits of language and sexuality
ata timewhenvery fewwomen
writersdaredtodoso,especially
inHindi.Themosteloquentwork
in this respect is her Mitro
Marjani, published in 1967. But
this revolutionary spirit did not fortunately
limit her to categories of thewomanwriter
orfeministwriter.Rather,whatweseeinher
is an androgynous spirit that prompted her

towriteHumHashmat in themale voice. As
explainedbytheeditorsintheirIntroduction,
“shewanted to createwithin herself an an-

drogynous self; she wanted to
have an alter ego or a self that
wouldgiveheranotherperspec-
tivefromwithin.”Itisinteresting
to note the coincidental similar-
ity of this with VirginiaWoolf’s
concept of the androgynous
mindwhich is “woman-manly”
or“man-womanly”.
The Joginder Paul anthology

titled Joginder Paul: TheWriterly
Writer is edited by Chandana
Dutta and is organised around
similar linesastheSobtivolume.
BorrowingthetermfromFrench
literary theoristRolandBarthes,
the editor in her preface de-
scribesPaulasa ‘writerlywriter’
who leaves his texts open-
ended, thereby allowing the
reader greater freedom in the
readingprocess.
Paul, like his contemporary

Sobti, lived through the harrow-
ing experiences of the Partition,

whichmouldedhisliterarywritingstoagreat
extent. Hismigration toNairobi inKenya af-
termarriageaddedanotherdimensiontohis
writings, whichwas of a cosmopolitanism

that we rarely find in an Indian language
writer. For instance, his anthologyDharti ki
Kaal is the first Urdu story collection about
Africa. Like Franz Kafka, who
wrote in German in
Czechoslovakia,Paul’sdecisionto
writeinUrduaboutKenyabrings
tomind the numerous debates
that have arisenwith respect to
thechoiceof language,especially
in the Indian context. Paul’s con-
scious preference of Urdu over
English validates many Indian
bhashawriters’ conviction that
onlythemother-tonguecancon-
veythedepthofemotions.
Paul is the inheritor of the

Urduliterarylegacyhandeddown
bywriters such as SaadatHasan
Manto, Ismat Chughtai and
Krishan Chander, and like in the
works ofmost of these Partition
writers, the nation is a looming
presence inmany of his works,
too.Forinstance,theextract“The
StoryofIndia”fromalongerwork
of thesamename,points tohow
tradition and a highly developed historical
consciousness can be counter-productive:
“Thepressure of acidity causedby excessive
consumptionof ancient legacyhasrendered
our nationalmasters too impatient for bal-

ancedmovement,sowe,whosestepsdepend
entirelyonwhatever theydecide todo,keep
following them in their painful acrobatics”.
Theprescienceof thisobservationcannotbe
lostonusreaders incontemporaryIndia.
AnothernoteworthycontributionofPaul

washischampioningof thegenrecalled the
Urduafsanche, orveryshortstories. It canbe
seenastheprecursoroftheflashfictionofto-
day. Paulwent on to author four collections
of afsanche. As American poet-translator
ChristopherMerrillobservesinhisessay,each
of these very short stories raises existential
doubtsthatusually“aZenkoancanprovoke”.
Both volumesmaintain a judicious bal-

ancebetween fictionandnon-fictionby the
writers,supplementingitwithcriticalessays.
However, even aswe concede that transla-
tionsof lengthytextsareimpossibleinavol-
umeof thissort,someof thetranslatedtexts
appear too sketchy and do not do justice to
thecreativityof thewriter. This is trueespe-
cially inthePaulanthology.
Some of the critical essays in both vol-

umes are originally written in English. It
wouldhavebeenbetter if Englishhadbeen
kept out of it altogether, considering that
criticalmaterial in English is relatively eas-
ily accessible. Nonetheless, one advantage
of the juxtaposition of English with trans-
latedmaterial is thatwe get a comparative
perspectiveof thewriters through the crit-
ical lensof theirbhashasandEnglish.Thein-
fluence of Western critical idiom is appar-
ent, however, in the titles of both books —
Jacques Derrida in “counter archive” and
Barthes in “writerlywriter”.
Buttheseareveryminorirritantsinwhat

is a stupendous exercise of capturing the
essenceof twoprolificwriters in ratherslim
volumes. The editors Paul Kumar and Sethi
(KrishnaSobti)andDutta(JoginderPaul)have
done this commendably. They have also

taken care to include personal
reminiscences by friends and
family, which add a touch of
warmth to what would other-
wisehavebecomeascholarlybut
dry critical appraisal. It should
also bementioned that despite
the nod towestern critical lingo
in the titles, the books are in
themselveswritten in critically
rigorouslanguagethatisrefresh-
ingly jargon-free.
Onehopesthatthesevolumes

have only opened the doors to
whatwill be a long and exhaus-
tive series on Indian language
writers, for they provide exactly
whatresearchersandscholarsin
Indianliteratureshavelongbeen
frustrated about – the fact that
there lies beyond the veil of an
unknown language, a veritable
treasure-house of knowledge.
Theyprovide thevaluablekey to

unlockandretrievetheluminariesofthemul-
tiple Indian literaryworlds.

MiniChandranisprofessorofEnglish,department
ofHumanitiesandSocialSciences,IIT,Kanpur

Rajen Harshé

THE BOOK under review, written by a
scholar-diplomat, reflects on the nature of
thestateinPakistanandexploresintricately
complextiesbetweenIndiaandPakistan.As
apractisingdiplomat,SharatSabharwalhad
literally grappledwith several intractable
problems between the two countries as he
served in Pakistan as Deputy High
Commissioner (1995-99) and High
Commissioner(2009-13)of India.Sabharwal
initially unravels the nature of Pakistan’s
polity, society and economy before dealing
withawiderangeofbilateral issuesinIndo-
Pakties,includingborderandwaterdisputes,
the status of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K),
cross-borderterrorism,hurdles intradeties
as also Pakistan’s external tieswith the US,
Chinaandthe Islamicworld.

Thanks to its acceptance of the two-na-
tion theory, Pakistan emerged as a religion
based,geographicallynon-contiguousstate
thatwasbuiltontheplankofanti-Indianism.
ThecomplexitieswithinIslamhasprompted
Sabharwal towriteaboutSunniWahabism,
Deobandi seminaries and the status of Shia
and Ahmadi sects. Most of the regimes in
Pakistan have deployed Islam as an instru-
mentofnationbuilding.Simultaneously,ed-
ucationwas equally used as a tool towrite
history that deliberately created a sense of
hatred for India. In essence, Pakistan aggra-
vated the differencewith India by playing
identitypoliticsthatdividespeople,accord-
ingtoSabharwal,between“us”and“’them”.
The army that has functioned like “state

within the state” was keen tomanage the
clericsandtheroleof thereligionbecause it
hasbeenanoverwhelminglypowerfulstate
organ. It exercised control over the Inter-

ServicesIntelligence(ISI), thediverseterror-
ist outfits including the Lashkar-e -Taiba
(LeT), alias Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) and the
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) as well as the
Talibanregime(1996-2001) inAfghanistan.
Inessence,Pakistanusedterrorasaninstru-
mentofstatepolicy.Thearmypersonnelalso
showed interest in business through
Pakistan’s largest business conglomerates
likeFaujiFoundationTrustandArmyWelfare
Trust. Since thearmy’s capacity to twistpo-
litical actors has been self-evident, there is
imbalanceincivil-militarypowerinPakistan.
Thesideeffectsof thearmydominancealso
areperceptibleinillicitexchangeofdrugsfor
arms, the impact of drug culture causing
sevenmilliondrugaddictsamidtheradical-
isationof Pakistani society.
Sabharwalhas succinctlydrawn“ethnic

faultlines”inPakistanwherePunjabiethnic-
ityisplayingadominantrolewhilethepop-

Former High Commissioner to Pakistan, Sharat Sabharwal’s insightful new book
explores the nature of the state in Pakistan and how it impacts its relations with India

Lines that Divide ulations belonging to Sindh, Balochistan,
Muhajir community, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
andtheerstwhileBengal(before1971)were
marginalised. Inability to delineate powers
between the Centre and units in a federal
arrangement has led to continued tensions
andeven insurgencies inPakistan.
Pakistan’s economy has been charac-

terisedbylowgrowth,highinflation,highdebt
serviceratioandinadequateforeignexchange
reserves.Tobailitseconomyout,Pakistanhas
reliedoneitheranexternalpowerliketheUS
or funding agency like the International
MonetaryFund(IMF).Further,Sabharwalhas
critically discussed Pakistan’s reluctance to
grantMost FavouredNation (MFN) status to
India and its penchant for blocking transit
routes to India. Evidently, neither Iran-
Pakistan-India (IPI) nor Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) pipeline
projectshavegotoff theground.
While Pakistan’s ties with the Islamic

world are cordial, it has had “transactional”
relations with the US in different times.
Similarly, owing to Sino-Pak entente, China
PakistanEconomicCorridor (CPEC) is on the
anvil as a part of China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI). India is opposed to CPECbe-
causeChinawantstobuildaroadviaPakistan-
occupiedKashmir(PoK).Sabharwalobserves

that the status of J&K and the trifurcation of
the J&K after the amendment in the Indian
Constitutionof theArticle370no longer res-
onates intheelectionsinPakistan.
Sabharwalbelievesthatpromotingtrade

between the two countries can be a game
changerbutit ishardertoarriveatasolution
ofanybilateralissuesbecausebothIndiaand
Pakistanarenuclearpowers.Besides,attacks
fromPakistan based and sponsored terror-
ist outfits continue to destabilise India.
However, due to Sabharwal’s intrinsically
sober disposition, the book gives clinical
treatmenttoall themeswithoutbeingcriti-
cal of either politicians or the governments
on either side. Hence thewriting, at times,
does not have sufficient bite. For instance,
critical understandingwas required of the
events like the release of three terrorists af-
ter thehijackingof the IndianAirlines flight
IC814 in 1999, Mumbai attacks of 26/11 in
2008, the surprise visit of Modi to Pakistan
in2015andthePulwamaattackof2019.On
thewhole, thework is excellent and an in-
dispensable reading for scholars, diplomats
andpolicymakers.

RajenHarshé isformervice-chancellor,Central
UniversityofAllahabad,anda leadingscholar in

AfricanandInternationalAffairs

In Their Tongues
A welcome and timely series that explores texts and contexts in translation and makes accessible

the critical corpus of two leading figures in Hindi and Urdu literature in its first two volumes

JOGINDERPAUL:A
WRITERLY
WRITER
EDITED BY
CHANDANA
DUTTA
Routledge Writer
in Context Series
288 pages
`1,495

KRISHNASOBTI:
ACOUNTER
ARCHIVE
EDITED BY
SUKRITA PAUL
KUMARAND
REKHA SETHI
Routledge Writer
in Context Series
286 pages
`1,495

WRITING LIVES
(Left) Krishna Sobti;

Joginder Paul
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35-50 0-71 rhu ekg :0 300-00 $18 %
G.S.T fu;ekuqlkj $ :0
2000-00 LVs'kujh pktZ

^^ch** ,oa
mPp

4 y[kkoVh 'kk[kk ds fdeh0 44-000 ls fdeh0
46-400 rd iquZLFkkiuk dk dk;ZA

33-26 0-66 rhu ekg :0 300-00 $18 %
G.S.T fu;ekuqlkj $ :0
2000-00 LVs'kujh pktZ

^^ch** ,oa
mPp

5 y[kkoVh 'kk[kk ds fdeh0 46-400 ls fdeh0
49-000 rd iquZLFkkiuk dk dk;ZA

34-76 0-70 rhu ekg :0 300-00 $18 %
G.S.T fu;ekuqlkj $ :0
2000-00 LVs'kujh pktZ

^^ch** ,oa
mPp

6 y[kkoVh 'kk[kk ds fdeh0 49-000 ls fdeh0
51-600 rd iquZLFkkiuk dk dk;ZA

33-59 0-67 rhu ekg :0 300-00 $18 %
G.S.T fu;ekuqlkj $ :0
2000-00 LVs'kujh pktZ

^^ch** ,oa
mPp

7 y[kkoVh 'kk[kk ds fdeh0 51-600 ls fdeh0
54-400 rd iquZLFkkiuk dk dk;ZA

34-57 0-69 rhu ekg :0 300-00 $18 %
G.S.T fu;ekuqlkj $ :0
2000-00 LVs'kujh pktZ

^^ch** ,oa
mPp

8 y[kkoVh 'kk[kk ds fdeh0 54-400 ls fdeh0
57-200 rd iquZLFkkiuk dk dk;ZA

35-01 0-70 rhu ekg :0 300-00 $18 %
G.S.T fu;ekuqlkj $ :0
2000-00 LVs'kujh pktZ

^^ch** ,oa
mPp

9 y[kkoVh 'kk[kk ds fdeh0 57-200 ls fdeh0
60-000 rd iquZLFkkiuk dk dk;ZA

34-17 0-68 rhu ekg :0 300-00 $18 %
G.S.T fu;ekuqlkj $ :0
2000-00 LVs'kujh pktZ

^^ch** ,oa
mPp

10 y[kkoVh 'kk[kk ds fdeh0 60-000 ls fdeh0
62-800 rd iquZLFkkiuk dk dk;ZA

33-90 0-68 rhu ekg :0 300-00 $18 %
G.S.T fu;ekuqlkj $ :0
2000-00 LVs'kujh pktZ

^^ch** ,oa
mPp

11 y[kkoVh 'kk[kk ds fdeh0 62-800 ls fdeh0
63-940 rd iquZLFkkiuk dk dk;ZA

13-23 0-26 rhu ekg :0 225-00 $18 %
G.S.T fu;ekuqlkj $ :0
500-00 LVs'kujh pktZ

^^lh** ,oa
mPp
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IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff
¸f²¹f ¦fÔ¦ff ³fWXSX d³f¸ffÊ¯f J¯OX-10

¶fb»f³QVfWXSX
BÊ-´fiû¢¹fûSX¸fZ³MX A»´fIYf»fe³f d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff-09/BÊqBÊq/2022-23

¸fWf¸fdW¸f Sfª¹f´ff»f CØfS ´fiQZVf ´fie-¢½ff»fedR IZ Vf³f/ MZ¢³feI »f EUÔ R fB³fZd³Vf¹f»f d¶fO þ¨f¨fø ³fþ¸fQI ¸f°f³³f¨f¯Q´f¶f¯´fQ IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ dÀfÔ¨ffBÊ dU·ff¦f ¸fZÔ
U¦feI ÊÈ°f ßfZ¯fe ¸fZÔ ´fÔþeIÈ °f NZIZ QfSûÔ ÀfZ 17.122022 I e A´fSf³W 05:00 ¶fþZ °fI Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`Ü ¹fW d³fdUQf -d³fdUQfQf°ff õfSf dQ³ffÔI 12.12 2022
I û ´fcUfÊ³W 10:00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ dQ³ffÔI 17122022 I e A´fSf³W 05:00 ¶fþZ °fI C´fSûö U`¶fÀffBM ´fS A´f»fûO I e þf ÀfI °fe W`Ü ´fie-¢½ff»fedR IZ Vf³f MZ¢³feI »f
d¶fO dQ³ffÔI 19.12.2022 I û ´fcUfÊ³W 11:00 ¶fþZ d³f²ffÊdS°f Àfd¸fd°f IZ Àf¸fÃf Afg³f»ffB³f Jû»fe þf¹fZ¦feÜ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¶f³Q Wû³fZ ¹ff AUI fVf Wû³fZ I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ
¹fW dUO A¦f»fZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f dQUÀf ¸fZÔ CÀfe Àf¸f¹f Jû»fe þf¹fZ¦feÜ
´fie-¢½ff»fedR IZ Vf³f d¶fO ¸fZÔ ¢½ff»feR fBÊ §fûd¿f°f NZIZ QfSûÔ I e R fB³fZd³Vf¹f»f d¶fO dQ³ffÔI 19.12.2022 I û A´fSf³W 02:00 ¶fþZ Jû»fe þf¹fZ¦feÜ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¶f³Q
Wû³fZ ¹ff AUI fVf Wû³fZ I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ ¹fW d¶fO A¦f»fZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f dQUÀf ¸fZÔ CÀfe Àf¸f¹f Jû»fe þf¹fZ¦feÜ

¹fW d³fdUQf/d¶fO U Vf°fZÊ AfdQ Àfc¨f³ff C0´fi0 ÀfSI fS I e UZ¶fÀffBM (http://upgov.nic.in) °f±ff dÀfÔ¨ffBÊ dU·ff¦f I e UZ¶fÀffBÊM
(http://www.irrigation.up.in, http://www.idup.gov.in) ´fS C´f»f¶²f W`Ü UZ¶fÀffBÊM ÀfZ OÑfBÊÔ¦f C´f»f¶²f ³f Wû³fZ I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ
Àf¸¶fd³²f°f Ad²f¿ffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff IZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ QZJ ÀfIZ Ô¦fZ °f±ff d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf IZ Àff±f ·fe Àf»f¦³f SWZ¦fe, °ffdI VffÀf³f I e ¸fÔ¿ff IZ A³fbÀffS
d¸f°f½¹fd¹f°ff ¶f³fe SWZÜ

Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff
¸f²¹f ¦fÔ¦ff ³fWXSX d³f¸ffÊ¯f J¯OX-10

¶fb»f³QVfWXSX

UPID-182466 Date 02/12/2022
www.upgov.nic.in

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
ARMY WAR COLLEGE (AWC), MHOW (M.P) PIN-453441

1. Army War College is undertaking contract for "Outsourcing
of services for operation and AMC of the equipment's held
in Hub Auditorium, AWC, Mhow (M.P)". Interested Parties
may visit the AWC from 1000 hrs to 1300 hrs upto 15 Dec
2022 to visualise the requirements for the contract or call at
9823021933 or 8359986015.
2. The desirous parties are required to submit a detailed
quotation for the same contract. This quotation would be
utilized for earmarking of benchmark cost of the project. The
detailed quotation for the job should be submitted by 1300 hrs
on 15 Dec 2022.

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
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any manner whatsoever.
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