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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, PWD,

BILASPUR CIRCLE BILASPUR (C.G.)

No. /G Bilaspur, Dated 10.12.2022
Public Works Department (PWD) invites proposal in 1st Call for Planning, development, estimation and Structural design,
detailed engineering and related services for the work in List :-
Minimum eligibility for participants shall be as below:-

General condition :- All the documents & Information as per para 7.4, shall be submitted through speed post/Registered post.
so as to reach the office of under signed on or before dated 30.12.2022 by 17.30 hour. Any documents received after the last
date and time will not be entertained.

The detailed RFP is available on the website www.cgstate.gov.in from where it can be downloaded for
submission. C.G.PWD reserves the right to reject all or any of the application without assigning any reason.

96706

sd/-
Superintending Engineer

Public Works Department Bilaspur Circle Bilaspur

NIT
No.

195

196

197

Work Name

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW
CIVIL COURT BUILDING
(01 COURT ROOM) AT

MALKHARODA, CHAMPA (C.G.)

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW
CIVIL COURT BUILDING (02
COURT ROOM) AT DABHRA,

CHAMPA (C.G.)

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW
CIVIL COURT BUILDING (03
COURT ROOM) AT SAKTI,

CHAMPA (C.G.)

Probable cost
of project

720.25 lacs

814.14. lacs

1381.45 lacs

Building project
cost

For project cost
between Rs. 5

to 10 crore

For project cost
between Rs. 5

to 10 crore

For project cost
between Rs. 10

to 25 crore

The applicant firms, firms
farming joint venture
/consortium shall be

Empanelled as architect
in class “D & above
class" in C.G. PWD

Empanelled as architect
in class “D &, above
class" in C.G. PWD

Empanelled as architect
in class “C & above

class" in C.G.
PWD

Earnest money (In shape
as per Annexure-1 Favor of
Executive Engineer, PWD

Division Champa

Rs. 5,000=00

Rs. 5,000=00

Rs. 15,000=00

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
(1st Call)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
IRRIGATION CONSTRUCTION DIVISION

IRRIGATION CONSTRUCTION DIVISION, OKHLA NEW DELHI-110025
PHONE NO:- 01126940377, E-mail:- eeicdokhland25@gmail.com

E-Procurement Notice Inviting Tender No.- 10/EE/2022-23
Online Quotation/ rates (inclusive all taxes/G.S.T. w.e.f. dt. 01.17.2017) of supply of O.P.C. (43 grade) Cement IS Code
8112/1989 and P.P.C. Cement IS Code 1489/1991 at 28 destinations/stores of U.P. are invited by the undersigned on behalf
of the Governor of Uttar Pradesh, from original Cement manufecturers (having production capacity not less than one lac bag
per day) only.
The rates/Quotation must be submitted online in website ‘‘https://etender.up.nic.in” under Irrigation Department during
date 23.12.2022 (02:00 P.M.) to 03.01.2023 till 02:30 P.M. and the tender will open on 03-01-2023 at 03:00 P.M. All quotations
may be downloaded and uploaded in requisite BOQ “Excel Format” on e-procurement website “https://etender.up.nic.in”
during above said period ONLY. Bidders’ digital signature issued by the nominated agency must have to be registered for
participation in e-tender process by registering in above said e-tender Website.

Remaining detail can be had from above said “https://etender.up.nic.in” during stipulated period.

Note:- Terms and conditions related to above tender/quotation are available on website https://etender.up.nic.in

(Nagender Singh Kataria)
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

IRRIGATION CONSTRUCTION DIVISION
OKHLA NEW DELHI-110025

UPID NO.183050 DATE-15.12.2022
WWW.UP.GOV.NIC.IN

Sl.
NO.

supply of O.P.C. (43 grade) Cement IS Code
8112/1989 and P,P.C. Cement Code 1489/1991 as per
(50 kg. pack) at following departmental stores
including loding, transportation up to stores,
unloading, stacking and all taxes (G.S.T. etc.)

Tentative Quantity of OPC (43
Grade) IS Code 8112-1989/
269-2015 Cement Supply (in
50 kg. pack)

Tentative Quantity of PPC IS
Code 1489-1991/part-1 2015
Cement Supply (in 50 kg.
pack)

1. Ghaziabad 500 500

2. Meerut 1000 800

3. Saharanpur 1000 800

4. Moradabad 1000 800

5. Bareilly 1000 800

6. Pilibhit 1000 800

7. Aligarh 500 500

8. Mathura 500 500

9. Bijnor 1000 800

10. Kasganj 500 500

11. Bulandsahar 1000 800

12. Mainpuri 500 500

13. Rampur 1000 800

14. Shikohabad 500 500

15. Firozabad 500 500

16. Muzaffarnagar 500 500

17. Agra 500 500

18. Etah 1000 800

19. Amroha 1000 800

20. Shamli 500 500

21. Khurja 500 500

22. Bodaun 500 500

23. Hapur 1000 800

24. Bagpat 500 500

25. Hathras 500 500

26. Sambhal 1000 800

27. Gautam Buddha Nagar 500 500

28. Kalagarh (Uttrakhand) 500 500

29. Haridwar (Uttrakhand) 500 500

ddkk;;kkZZyy;; vv//kkhh{{kk..kk vvffHHkk;;UUrrkk eeSSuuiiqqjjhh oo`̀rr]]
yykkssdd ffuueekkZZ..kk ffooHHkkkkxx]] eeSSuuiiqqjjhh
vvYYii ddkkyyhhuu bbZZ&&ffuuffoonnkk vvkkeeaa==..kk llwwppuukk

ii==kkaadd&&77007744 @@0077,,ee00&&eeSS00oo`̀00@@22002222 ffnnuukkaadd 1133-1122-22002222
1- egkefge jkT;iky egksn;] m0iz0 dh vksj ls v/kh{k.k vfHk;Urk] eSuiqjh o`r] yks0fu0fo0 eSuiqjh }kjk yksd
fuekZ.k foHkkx esa ekxZ Js.kh es aiathd`r Bsdsnkjksa ls bZ&Vs.Mfjax@izgjh ds ek/;e ls vkuykbu fufonk
vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSSA fufonknkrkvksa dks lykg nh tkrh gS fd fufonk Mkyus ls iwoZ fufonk ds fy;s
U;wure vgZrk gsrq fufonk funsZf'kdk ds DykWt&04 dks /;kuiwoZd v/;;u dj ysaA

2-

3- csolkbZV http://etender.up.nic.in ij fufonk ls lEcfU/kr leLr fooj.k ,oa foLr`r 'krsZa rFkk fcfMax
MkWD;wesUV~l vkuykbu ns[ks tk ldrs gSa rFkk fnukad 22-12-2022 ls 30-12-2022 dks e/;kUg 12-00 cts
rd izkIr fd;s tk ldsaxsaA vkWuykbu fcM fnukad 30-12-2022 dks nksigj 12-00 cts ;k blls iwoZ bZ&fufonk
http://etender.up.nic.in ij vfuok;Z :i ls vkWuykbu tek dj nh tk;sa ,oa vkWuykbu izkIr leLr
VSfDudy fcM fnukad 30-12-2022 dks vijkUg 03%00 cts izgjh ds ek/;e ls [kksyh tk;sxhA

4- fufonknkrk }kjk njas th0,l0Vh jfgr vfa dr dh tkuh gS] Hkqxrku ds le; ykxw njkas ij th0,l0Vh0 n;s
gkxs hA Bds ns kj dh J.s kh dk fu/kkZj.k dk;Z dh ykxr ,oa th0,l0Vh0 ds ;kxs ds vuqlkj fd;k x;k gSA

5- “kklu ds i=kad&3070@78&2&2018&42vkbZ0Vh0@2017¼22½vkbZ0Vh0 ,oa bysDVªkfuDl vuqHkkx&2 fnukad
03-01-2018 ds vuqlkj fufonk izfØ;k dh tk;sxhA

6- 'kkluknss'k la[;k 317@rsbZl&2&2018&176l0@2006Vh0lh0&1 fnukad 10-04-2019 ds vUrxZr fufonk
'kqYd dkWye la[;k&5 ds vuqlkj Hkqxrku vkWuykbZu ¼usV cSfdax½ }kjk fd;k tk;sxk] tks Non
Refundable gksxkA

7- fufonk dh izfrHkwfr dkWye 6 ds vuqlkj vkuykbZu izkIr dh tk;sxhA
8- izhfcM ehfVax fnukad 26-12-2022 dks vijkUg 01-30 cts o`Rrh; dk;kZy; eSuiqjh esa fu/kkZfjr dh tkrh gSA
9- foHkkx }kjk fcuk dksbZ dkj.k crk;sa fufonk dks fujLr fd;k tk ldrk gSA

¼¼MMhh00,,uu00jjkkee½½
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eeSSuuiiqqjjhh oo`̀RRrr]] yykkss00ffuu00ffoo00]]
eeSSuuiiqqjjhh
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eeSSuuiiqqjjhh

UPID-183074 Date 15/12/2022
www.upgov.nic.in

01 ADVT-INT- 12531/12532 01 Lucknow Gorakhpur 20 1800 Dt.28-12-22
131210-87-22-1 at 13:30 hrs.

131316-22-1 15050/15049 Mailani at 13:40 hrs.

15009/15010
03 ADVT-INT- 02529D/05069D 02 Lucknow/ Aishbagh/ 32 2880 Dt.28-12-22

15052/15051

154401-85-22-1 12530/12529 Aishbagh Patliputra/ at 13:50 hrs.
15070/15069 Gorakhpur

04 ADVT-INT- 15011/15012 02 Lucknow Chandigarh 32 2880 Dt.28-12-22
131245-93-22-1 at 14:00 hrs.

05 ADVT-INT- 22537/22538 07 Gorakhpur Lokman Tilak 154 13860 Dt.28-12-22

06 ADVT-INT- 12511/12512 04 Gorakhpur Tiruavanatpuram 84 7560 Dt.28-12-22
131320-97-22-1 15017/15018 Terminal at 14:10 hrs.

02 ADVT-INT- 15048/15047 04 Gorakhpur Kolkata/ 84 7560 Dt.28-12-22

131321-96-22-1 12555/12556 /Bhatinda at 14:30 hrs.

129409-84-22-1 at 14:40 hrs.

12591/12592 /Yashwantpur

08 ADVT-INT- 12533/12534 03 Lucknow Mumbai 66 5940 Dt.28-12-22

07 ADVT-INT- 15003/15004 04 Gorakhpur KanpurAnwarganj 88 7920 Dt.28-12-22

132368-88-22-1 12589/12590 /Secundrabad at 14:20 hrs.

Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Lucknow invites on the behalf of The President of
India Invite through E-Auction system on from Advertising Agencies for Vinyl Wrapping for
Commercial Publicity on Interior side (Below Mirror, Cabin, Between the window) 30 sticker in each
coach (Size 2 x 1.5 sq ft each) of M/Exp. Trains for 03 years. Details are as under :-

Sl.
No.

E-Auction
Notice No.

E-AUCTION LOT NOTICE

Train No. Total
Rakes From Date and

Time of
Close of
Auction

To

NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Total
No.
of

Coach-
es

Total Area
of Vinyl

Wrapping
per Rake
(in Sqft.)

CPRO/Vanijya-224 Divisional Railway Manager (Comml,) Lucknow

· Contract Period: 03 Years. · Website address: www.ireps.gov.in (E-Auction Module)
· Date and Time of Auction start (all lots): Date 28-12-2022 at 13:00 Hrs.

About any passenger amenity complaint SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955
Never travel on roof and foot boards.

BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff
i´fi¶f³²f d³fQZVfI , CØfS ´fiQZVf ´fiûþZ¢MÐÀf I fgS´fûS ZVf³f d»f0 I e AûS ÀfZ A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSe õfSf d³f¸³f I f¹fûÊ W Z°fb
dQ³ffhI 20.12.2022 I e A´fSf³W 06:00 ¶fþZ °fI BÊ-d³fdUQfEh Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`Ü
Construction of Health Sub Center with wellness Room, Saharanpur,

Muzaffarnagar & Shamli WZ°fb 15 ³f¦f I f¹fûÊÔ IZ BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf dQ³ffÔI - 15.12.2022 I e
A´fSf³W: 6.00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ 20.12.2022 I e A´fSf³W: 6:00 ¶fþZ °fI CØfS ´fiQZVf ÀfSI fS I e e-
procurement UZ¶fÀffBÊM http://etender.up.nic.in ÀfZ OfC³f»fûO / A´f»fûO dI ¹fZ þf ÀfI °fZ W `Ô
°f±ff d³fdUQf dQ³ffhI 20.12.2022 I e A´fSf³W 6:30 ¶fþZ A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSe IZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ ¦fdN°f Àfd¸fd°f
õfSf Jû»fe þf¹fZ¦feÜ

d³fdUQf ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f dUÀ°fÈ°f dUUS¯f dU·ff¦f I e ¶fZUÀffBM www.upprojects.org EUÔ ´fiû¢¹fûS¸fZÔM
´fûMÊ»f http://etender.up.nic.in ´fS Cö C»»fZdJ°f dQ³ffÔI ÀfZ C´f»f¶²f Wû¦ff, BÀf Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZÔ
Àf¸fÀ°f Àfc¨f³ffEÔ, Vfbdð ´fÂf AfdQ UZ¶fÀffBM ´fS We C´f»f¶²f WûÔ¦fZ, A»f¦f ÀfZ I ûBÊ ´fiI fVf³f ³fWeÔ dI ¹ff
þf¹fZ¦ff Ü

A°f: d³fdUQfQf°ffAûÔ ÀfZ A´fZdÃf°f W` dI Àf¸f¹f-Àf¸f¹f ´fS UZ¶fÀffBM I f AU»fûI ³f I S°fZ SWZÔÜ

¹fcq ´feq ´fiûþZ¢MXÐÀf IYfgSX´fûSXZVf³f d»fq
(CXØfSX ´fiQZVf ÀfSXIYfSX IYf CX´fIiY¸f)

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f: ´fdSX¹fûþ³ff ´fi¶f³²fIY, d³f¸ffÊ¯f BIYfBÊ-26,´fÔþf¶f E¯OX dÀfÔ²f ¶f`ÔIY IZY DY´fSX,
¦fb÷YõfSXf SXûOÞX, ÀfWXfSX³f´fbSX-247001

BÊ-¸fZ»f:- pm26saharanpur@gmail.com GST No. - AAACU3393F1Z8 QcSX·ff¿f: 0132-2614701

·fUQe¹f
WXÀ°ff./-

(dUIYfÀf °¹ff¦fe)
´fdSX¹fûþ³ff ´fi¶f³²fIY BIYfBÊ-26, ÀfWXfSX³f´fbSX

M.P. MADHYA KSHETRA VIDYUT VITARAN CO. LTD.
(Govt. of Madhya Pradesh Undertaking)

NISHTHA PARISAR, BIJLINAGAR, GOVINDPURA, BHOPAL-462023
PHONE No. : 0755-2602033-34, FAX No. : 0755-2589821

E-mail : dgmp2.cz@mp.gov.in, Website : www.mpcz.co.in
CIN Number : U40109MP2002SGC015119

No. MD/MK/04/Abgd.NIT/2393 Bhopal, Dated : 15.12.2022

TENDER NOTICE
MPMKVVCL, Bhopal, invites following bids from manufacturers/suppliers through e-tendering.
Tender Particulars Approx. TenderFee Date of Date of
Specification Value IncludingGST Pre-Bid Opening
Number (Rs. Lakh) @18% (in Rs.) Conference of Tender
MD/MK/ Supply of Various Material required for 1510.56 11800.00 27.12.2022 05.01.2023
04/848 “Repair and Reconditioning of Beyond 3:30 pm 3:30 pm

Guarantee Period Failed Distribution
Transformers under RCA

Other details are available on Company website https://portal.mpcz.in & https://
mptenders.gov.in.
M.P. Madhyam/107721/2022 CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (PROC.)

SALUTE THE SOLDIER
9424691F NK PREM KUMAR KHADKA

Nk Prem Kumar Khadka of 1/11 Gorkha Rifles
(BATALIK) made the supreme sacrifice during
'OP FALCON' in 2017 in a true act of valour.
The brave soldier will always be remembered
for his professionalism and indomitable
courage. To this brave heart we pledge that

we shall always be guided by his immortal spirit and do his
name proud.

CO AND ALL RANKS, 1/11 GORKHA RIFLES
(BRAVEST OF THE BRAVE)

(BATALIK)

New Delhi
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France’sKylianMbappeconsolesMorocco’sAchrafHakimi
after theirWorldCupsemifinal inAlKhor,Qatar.AP
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RIJIJULINKS CASE PENDENCYTOVACANCIES

DAMININATH
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

LINKINGTHEhugependencyof
casesincourtstovacantpostsof
judges, Union Law Minister
Kiren Rijiju, referring to the
SupremeCourt’sCollegiumsys-
tem of appointments to the
higherjudiciary,toldRajyaSabha
Thursdaythat this issuewillnot
beresolveduntila“newsystem”
onappointments isevolved.
He also said “there is a feel-

ing among people of India that
the long vacation which the
courtsobtainisnotveryconven-

ient for justice-seekers”andit is
his “obligation andduty to con-
veythemessageorsenseof this
House to the judiciary”.
Rijiju’s remarks intheHouse

camedaysafterhecriticisedthe
Collegium system as being

“opaque”andtheVice-President
calledtheSupremeCourt's2015
judgement striking down the
National Judicial Appointments
CommissionActa “severecom-
promise” of parliamentary

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

SANDIPG
DOHA,DECEMBER15

BEFORE FRANCE'SWorld Cup
quarterfinalagainstEnglandlast
week, a French journalist asked
manager Didier Deschamps,
somewhat agitatedly: “What is
our identity?” He dragged on:
“Where is our identity? Dowe
haveany?”Deschamps,takinga
deepbreath,betrayingnosignof
frustration, replied calmly:

“Winning is our identity.” The
roomcrackledwith laughter.
It’s an answer Deschamps

hasproducedandreproduceda
thousandtimes.
TheFrenchmightbewinning

theWorldCupagain—theybeat
Morocco2-0inthesemifinaland
will meet Lionel Messi's
Argentina in the final Sunday.
Theycouldalsobecomejustthe
second side afterWorldWar-II
todefendtheWorldCupcrown.
ButtheFrenchmediaareunsat-
isfiedwith justwinning.
Thelamentistheydon’tplay

Champagne Football, a phrase
that contains all the grace and
grandeurof French football—a

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Rs 11.5 lakh/yr
median fee in
pvt medical
colleges, says
expert body
ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

INA first such survey, an expert
group under National Medical
Commission, the apexmedical
regulator,hasfoundthattheme-
dianforfeesofdeemeduniversi-
ties is Rs 21 lakh a year, almost
doubleof themedian for feesof
private medical colleges at Rs
11.5 lakh a year. Median is the
middlenumberinanascending
ordescending listof numbers.
Therearenearly96,000MBBS

seats in the country for 2023, of
which nearly half are in the pri-
vate sector (privatemedical col-
legesanddeemeduniversities).
Theinformationmadeavail-

able to Parliament in awritten
reply by Dr Subhas Sarkar,
Minister of State for Education,
showed that themedian fee for
seatsundermanagementquota
wasthesameasthat fornormal
seats in private colleges aswell
asdeemeduniversities.Forseats
under NRI quota (reserved for
NRIs,OverseasCitizensof India,
Personsof IndianOriginorthose
with anNRI sponsor living out-
side India), themedian feewas
more than double that for nor-
malseatsatRs24lakhsayear in
private medical colleges. The
median fees forNRIquotaseats

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Intercaste out,
panel will track
only interfaith
marriages, says
Maharashtra

EESHANPRIYAMS
MUMBAI,DECEMBER15

A DAY after The Indian Express
reported thatMaharashtra had
constituted an ‘Intercaste/
Interfaith Marriage-Family
Coordination Committee (state
level)’ to gather details about
couples in suchmarriages, and
maternal families of such
women if theywere estranged,
the state government Thursday
amended its Government
Resolution,sayingthetaskofthe
committeewill now be limited
to gathering information about
interfaithmarriages,andnotin-
tercastemarriages.
The newGR stated that the

panel had been renamed
‘Interfaith Marriage-Family
Coordination Committee (state
level)’ and“itwasunder thegov-
ernment’sconsiderationtoamend
the committee thatwas set up”.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

PREMANKURBISWAS
KOLKATA,DECEMBER15

BOLLYWOODLEGENDAmitabh
Bachchan Thursday flagged the
issueof freespeech,andcensor-
shipinthefilmindustryoverthe
years, and superstar Shah Rukh
Khan spoke about the “narrow-
ness”drivingsocialmedia.
Theywerespeakingatthein-

augurationceremonyofthe28th
Kolkata International Film

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Bones found in forest
match DNA of Shraddha
Walkar’s father: Police
JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

FORENSIC REPORTS have con-
firmed that some of the bones
recovered by police from the
MehrauliforestareainDelhilast
month belong to Shraddha
Walkar,whowasallegedlykilled
by her live-in partner Aaftab
PoonawaalainMay,officialssaid
Thursday.
Sourcessaidtestsconducted

on the bones— part of the jaw,
pelvis and lower limb — have
confirmed a DNAmatch with
Walkar’s father, they said.
Further examination of the
boneswill be conducted to as-
certain the cause of death and
timeperiod.
ThedeathofWalkarcameto

light after her father lodged a
missing-person complaint in
October with Mumbai Police.
Walkar, 27, and Poonawala, 28,

hail from Maharashtra and
shifted to Delhi’s Chattarpur
Pahadiarea inMay.
Following his arrest in the

caseinNovember,Poonawalaal-
legedly toldDelhi Police thathe
hadstrangledWalkaronMay18
at their rentedflat inthecapital,
cutherbody intoover30pieces
and dumped the parts in the
Mehrauli forestnearby.
OfficialssaidtheDelhiPolice

received reports from the
Central Forensic Science
Laboratory (CFSL) and the
Forensic Science Laboratory
(FSL) in DelhiWednesday. The
CFSL reportswereonthebones

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

EXPRESSAT
WORLDCUP

LawMinisterKirenRijiju inRajyaSabha,Thursday.PTI

Policesay
Shraddha
waskilled in
Maythis
year

France emerges from
Champagne Football:
‘Winning our identity’

BEATMOROCCOTOENTERSUNDAY FINAL

All got together to pass
NJAC, now Opp rethink:
‘need to protect judiciary’

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

BACKINAugust2014,almostall
partiesunited inbothHouses in
Parliament — the AIADMK ab-
stained—andmorethan50per
centofstatesincludingthoseled
by the Congress and the Left,
unanimously ratified laws to
bring in the National Judicial
Appointments Commission
(NJAC) to replace theCollegium
systemofappointmentof judges
to thehighercourts.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

People feel long
courtvacation is
notconvenient,
Minister tellsRS

Collegium target again: Govt says new
system to appoint judges is the need

IAF CARRIESOUT
EXERCISESNEAR
LAC INNORTH-EAST;
GETS LASTOF 36
RAFALE AIRCRAFT
AGNI-V TESTFIRED
SUCCESSFULLY
PAGE9

GOVT&POLITICS

EXPRESSNETWORK

BIHARHOOCHTOLL
ATLEAST26,GOVT
FORMSPROBETEAM
PAGE11

WITHTHELawMinister
andVice-Presidentques-
tioning theSC’s striking
downof theNJACAct, the
spotlight isbackonthe
body thatwas to replace
theCollegiumsystemon
appointments. TheCourt
haspushedback, saying
theCollegiummust stay.

Atheart
ofdebateE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

Big B flags free speech, Shah Rukh the
‘narrowness’ driving social media

AmitabhBachchan,ShahRukhKhanwithGovernor CV
AnandaBose,CMMamataBanerjee inKolkata. ParthaPaul

New Delhi
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Fusionbreakthrough;
cervical cancervaccine;
StanSwamycase
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

Wediscuss thefusionenergy
breakthrough,homegrownvaccineto fight
cervicalcancer,andplantedevidence in
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at deemed universities was 50
per cent higher than that for
normalseatsatRs31lakhayear.
As for government quota

seats – seats in private colleges
earmarked by state govern-
ments with usually lower fees
andhigherqualifyingranks,the
costisone-sixththenormalfees
in theprivate colleges andone-
tenththenormalfeesatdeemed
university, according to the re-
ply.
“The fee structurediffers for

different categories of seats in
different states – there was a
drastic difference in fee struc-
tures across the country. This
made it impossible for the gov-
ernment to settle on a baseline
feeforMBBS,hencetheexercise
to determine the median fee
was undertaken by the expert
committee,” said Dr Pravin
Shingare, former head of
Maharashtra’s Department of
Medical Education and
Research.
The expert group can guide

the fee regulatory authorities
acrossthecountry–thereare27
feeregulatorycommitteesfrom
each of the states and 70 com-
mittees from each of the
deemeduniversities.
This fee, however, will not

become the baseline for decid-
ing fees for the privatemedical
colleges inthecountry. Inanat-

tempt tomakemedical educa-
tionmore accessible – so that
India’sneedscanbefulfilledand
children do not have to go
abroadtostudy,thegovernment
has increased the number of
medical seats and also reduced
the cost of education in private
medical colleges.
Earlierthisyear,theNational

Medical Commission issued
guidelinesstatingthatthefeefor
half the number of seats across
private colleges and deemed
universitiesmustbebrought to
thelevelofgovernmentmedical
colleges.
In addition, the guidelines

spelt out certain principles to
calculate the fees for the rest of
theseats.AlthoughtheNMChad
saidthenewfeestructurewould
be applicable from the current
session,thematterispendingin
court.
“As of now, the existing

SupremeCourt judgementssay
that the deemed universities
have a right to fix the fees of
their seats inconsultationwith
their feeregulatorycommittee,
headed by a retired judge.
Although the currentmatter is
pending in courts, the NMC
cannotunilaterallydecidetofix
the fees for all 100% seats. For
that, thegovernmentwill have
to go to Parliament,” said Dr
Shingare.

philosophy forged by the
“Godfather” of French football
managers,AlbertBatteux,whose
favouriteauthorwastheexisten-
tialist writer Albert Camus but
whose gamewas forged in the
ideals of playing “in the most
beautifulway”.
From a host of Frenchman-

agerswho idolised Batteux, the
Euro 1984-winning Michel
Hidalgo explained the traits of
Champagne Football: “A short
game, playedwith vivacity and
technique. Itwassparkling foot-
ball. Everythingwas donewith
quality of play inmind, for the
sakeofhavingtheballatyourfeet
and attacking. It should be the
way French football should al-
waysbeplayed.”
But just days before France

embarked on theirWorld Cup
defencemission,thenewspaper
“L’Equipe” lamented: “The
Frenchhaveno identity, and the
French team losing could be a
blessing in disguise.” The impli-
cationwas clear: If Deschamps

stuttered,hecouldbeaxedanda
new manager, preferably
ZinedineZidane,themonument
ofChampagneFootball,couldre-
storethe lost identity.
TheFrenchareobsessedwith

aestheticsandelegance.Thedis-
satisfactionamongcritics is that
despite the gilt-edge potential,
despite the attacking prowess,
they are still knee-deep inprag-
matism. There are moments
when they flutter the wings,
bursts when they uncork
ChampagneFootball--especially
Kylian Mbappe and Antoine
Griezmann--butfundamentally
they are a defensive-minded
side.
But dig deeper into

Deschamps’sFrance,youdoun-
earthidentity.Maybe,notaspro-
found as Spain's Tiki Taka or as
beautiful as the Dutch Total
Football or as energetic as
Germany's Gegenpress, but an
identity that is not rooted in the
brandoffootballtheydisplay,in-
steadinthevirtuestheyshed. In

theirsteelinessandruthlessness,
pragmatismandtogetherness,in
their structural and defensive
discipline,intheirmonkishcalm
underpressure,intheirabilityto
seizehalf anopportunity.
Theymight not have played

likeaWorldChampionside, but
they have shown the character-
isticsofone.Youcancall this the
Deschampian identity.
Inthebuild-uptothetourna-

ment,Francelostnearlyhalftheir
first-choice eleven; in the 10th
minuteofthefirstgame,theylost
their regular left-back; the day
beforethesemifinal,theirtrusted
centre-back and midfielder
caughtabug.Thattheyrecovered
fromthesesetbacks isasmucha
testamentoftheirdizzyingdepth
of talent as a statement of their
ruthlessmentality. Deschamps
hasbuiltateamthatwantstowin
andknowshowtowin.
To expand on their identity

and virtues, it’sworth revisiting
what happened on November
22.Intheafternoon,SaudiArabia

pulled off the upset of the tour-
nament, beating Argentina. A
fewhourslater,Franceweretrail-
ing 1-0 to Australia. For the first
20 minutes, the French were
abysmal, losing possession, de-
fendingclumsilyandnotproduc-
ing anythingmelodic ormean-
ingful. But they didn’t freeze.
They soaked the pressure, took
time to settle down, slowed the
gamedownandwhenorderwas
restored,regeneratedintoafire-
spittingdragon.
The theme was to recur

throughout the tournament.
Against both England and
Morocco, thereweremoments
when theywere genuinely the
second-best team, when they
seemed racked and ragged. But
theydidn't lookfrazzled,or flus-
tered. Even when England
equalised and buzzed and bus-
tled, theydidnotwither.
Against both England and

Morocco, they had less posses-
sion than the opponents, fewer
passes and fewer touches in the

opposition’s penalty box. Yet,
they scoredmore goals. Against
Morocco,theycouldhavescored
moregoalsbutforsloppyfinish-
ingandthepost.Allthefourgoals
in these two games originated
from the drive to reach the ball
quicker than the opponent, the
anticipation that the ball could
deflectorreboundintothepath.
The goals against Morocco

wereinstructive.Particularlythe
firstone,whenTheoHernandez
madeadartingrundowntheleft.
Hecouldhavestoppedwhenhe
saw the ball was onMbappe’s
feet, but he lingered, cut infield,
andwhen the ball bounced in
front of him, showed immacu-
late techniquetoblast ithome.
That was Champagne

Football. Therewere othermo-
ments in the tournament too --
every goal of Mbappe, for in-
stance. But Deschamps has the
wisdom to realise that playing
Champagne Football alone
would not lead to champagne
moments.

collected by police from the
Mehrauliforestandnearbyareas.
Accordingtosources,around

12-13piecesof bones recovered
fromtheforestbelongtoWalkar.
“These are bones from the jaw,
pelvis, limbs and other body
parts.Theyhavemarksonthem,
whichshowassaultfromasharp
weapon. The bones matched
DNAsamplesofWalkar’s father.
This is critical evidence,” said a
policeofficer.
Thepolicehavealsoreceived

apolygraphreport fromtheFSL,
officials said, adding that narco-
analysistestreportsarepending.
Sagar Preet Hooda, Special

CommissionerofPolice(Lawand
Order), said, “We have received
DNAreports fromCFSLonLodhi
Road.Thereportishelpfulforus.
WehavealsogotaPolygraphtest
report from FSL in Rohini. Both
reportswill be helpful in the in-
vestigation.”
Based on Poonawala’s inter-

rogation, the police had con-
ducted searches across several
daysinDelhiandGurgaontofind
Walkar's body, her phone, and
theweapon used in her killing.
The police are yet to find the
phonebuthave recovereda few
mini-saws and knives, and are
checking if they were used by
Poonawaala.
Sources said the recovered

piece of jawwill help investiga-
tors ascertain the periodwhen
thewomandied. “Wewill send
thebonestoAIIMSwhereanau-
topsywill be conducted. These
bones,especiallythejaw,willun-
dergoseveraltestsandstudiesto
determinethechemicalcompo-
sition.Thiswillhelpusinfinding
the cause of death andmaybe
even the time periodwhen the
incidenttookplace.Andmedical
tests may reveal how old the
bonesare,” saidanofficer.

OnTuesday,acommittee,under
state Women and Child
DevelopmentMinister and BJP
leader Mangal Prabhat Lodha,
hadbeentaskedtolookatinter-
faithand intercastemarriages.
The decision drew criticism

from the Opposition which
pointedtothestategovernment
scheme of granting funds to
couples who go for intercaste
marriage.
Speaking to The Indian

Express Thursday, Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
said, “Tuesday’s GRof theWCD
departmenthasbeenamended.
Thiscommitteeisonlyfor inter-
faith marriages, and not inter-

castemarriages. The earlier GR
wasnot the correct one.”
“Thestategovernmentisen-

couraging intercastemarriages
andthereisalsoaplantogivefi-
nancialrewardstothosewhodo
it.Butcheatingininterfaithmar-
riages has increased in the past
few years and some aspects
have come to light in the
ShraddhaWalkarmurdercase,”
he said
“It isalarmingthat therehas

been an increase in cases of
cheatingininterfaithmarriages
in some parts of the state.
Therefore, fraud in the name of
love jihad has to be stopped,”
Fadnavis said.

However, thatrareunanimity is
coming unstuck as the
Government ratchets up its at-
tack on the higher judiciary for
striking down NJAC as uncon-
stitutional.
The IndianExpress spoke to

several leadersacross thepolit-
icalspectrumtofindaclearshift
in thepositionofmany.
Many in theOpposition feel

theremarksbytheLawMinister
Rijiju coupled with Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar’s
statements signal that the gov-
ernment is preparing the
ground forbringing theBill.
Said Congress party’s Chief

Spokesperson Jairam Ramesh:
“Thiswholeissueisbeingorches-
tratedatvarious levels…expect
the NJAC to be back or at least
keepthethreatof italivesoasto
get the judiciary to fall in line.”
Sayinghewasn’tspeakingforhis
party, Lok Sabha MP Shashi

Tharoorsaid:“Subordinatingthe
judiciary to executive control
would be to compromise its in-
dependenceattheverymoment
of appointment.”
Said CWC member and

lawyer Abhishek Singhvi: “The
Congress is unlikely to support,
though, in absence of any sug-
gestedmovebythegovernment,
we cannot be expected to give
our decision in advance.” P
Chidambaram said the
Congress’sdecision“willdepend
upon the text of theBill and the
compositionof theNJAC.”
HiscolleagueManishTewari

said theCollegiumsystemmay
notbeperfectbut it is the lawof
the land. “If the government
was unhappy, it should have
filed a review petition and if
thatwere tobedismissed, they
should then have filed a cura-
tive review. They chose not too
means they accepted the judg-

ment,” he said.
Trinamool Congress’s

Sukhendu Sekhar Ray said the
party had supported the NJAC
Bill in both Houses of
Parliament in 2014. “But now
thewaythegovernment isbent
on encroaching upon
Constitutionalauthorities,par-
ticularlythe judiciary,ourparty
may consider the present un-
pleasant scenario in its proper
perspective.Ministersandeven
theVicePresidentof Indiahave
unleashedadirectattackonthe
independenceof judiciary.”
TheRashtriya JanataDalsig-

nalled itwould supportNJAC if
theBillprovidedforreservation.
“All institutions inademocratic
country should have a repre-
sentativecharacter, andshould
reflect thediversityof casteand
community.TheCollegiumsys-
tem has not been able to ad-
dress the issue of the widest

possible representation, an
Indianreality,” its leaderManoj
Jha said.
A senior DMK leader said

the government is raising the
heat after seven long years be-
cause it is sensing there could
be a pushback from the
Supreme Court. “There is talk
abouttheapexcourtdisregard-
ing the mandate of the people
andall.Whydidn’t the govern-
ment not file a review petition
then?”he said.
The CPM, which had sup-

ported the Bill in 2014, said its
stand remained the same. “We
want a national judicial com-
mission that should not only
makeappointmentsanddecide
on transfers, but alsodecideon
everythingelseconnectedwith
the judiciary… along with all
the questions raised on the ju-
diciary,”CPMGeneralSecretary
SitaramYechury said.

New system to appoint judges is need: Govt
sovereigntyanddisregardof the
“mandateof thepeople”.
Replying to a question by

CongressMPRajeevShuklainthe
Rajya Sabha on the number of
workingdaysofcourts,Rijijusaid
the number of pending cases in
thecountrywasnearing5crore,
havingreached4.90crore.
Hesaidthereweremanyrea-

sons for this, but the “primary
one is the appointment of
judges” and vacancies in the
sanctionedstrength.
TheMinister’s written reply

stated that the sanctioned
strength of the Supreme Court,
High Courts, district and subor-
dinatecourtswas25,011andthe
working strengthwas 19,192 as
on December 12, 2022. He said
46judgeshadbeenappointedto
the SupremeCourt fromMay1,
2014 to December 5, 2022. The
reply stated that 69,598 cases
were pending in the Supreme

CourtasonDecember1,2022,as
perthecourt’sownwebsite,and
59.56 lakh caseswere pending
inHighCourts.
“Atthispoint,thegovernment

hasverylimitedpowerstoreduce
vacancies…Idon’twanttocom-
mentmuch on the courts as it
sometimeslookslikethegovern-
ment is trying to interferewith
thecourt’spowers. If you lookat
theprovisionsoftheConstitution,
theprocessofappointmentswas
therightofthegovernmentwith
theconsultationofthecourt.This
changed after 1993.We are giv-
ing our support to end the pen-
dency of cases, but till we don’t
setupanewsystemforappoint-
ments,questionsontheappoint-
ment of judgeswill keep being
raised,”hesaid.
Citing the NJAC Bill, 2014,

RijijusaidParliamenthadunan-
imously passed the Bill, but it
was struck down by the

SupremeCourt in 2015.He said
the current system of appoint-
ment of judges – the Collegium
system–didnotreflectthefeel-
ingsof thepublicandtheHouse.
Hesaidmanyretired judges, in-
cluding members of the
Constitution Bench that struck
downtheNJAC,havesincestated
that striking down a Bill passed
byParliamentwasnot right.
In reply to DMKMP Tiruchi

Siva’s supplementary question
onthenumberofwomen,SC,ST
and OBC judges, the Minister
said the government hadwrit-
ten to Chief Justices of High
Courtstokeepinminddisadvan-
taged groups while recom-
mending names for appoint-
mentasjudges.Untilnow,there
hadbeenjustonejudgefromthe
STcommunity,hesaid.
On vacations, theMinister’s

reply stated that the Supreme
Court had 224, 217 and 202

workingdays in2019,2020and
2021, respectively. Similarly, all
HighCourts usually have anav-
erageof210workingdaysayear.
Inasupplementaryquestion,

BJP MP Sushil Modi asked the
Minister if the government
wouldspeakto theChief Justice
to switch fromvacations for the
wholecourttoindividualjudges
taking vacations at different
timesof theyear.
Responding to CongressMP

Vivek Tankha, Rijiju said:
“Definitely, there is a feeling
among people of India that the
long vacationwhich the courts
obtainisnotveryconvenientfor
justice-seekers... it is also my
boundenobligationandduty to
convey themessage or sense of
thisHouse to the judiciary.Will
definitely ensure that even if
therearevacations,thefunction-
ing of the court should not be
stopped.”

● Panel on interfaith marriages

● All got together to pass NJAC, now Opp rethink: ‘need to protect judiciary’

● France emerges from Champagne Football shadow: ‘Winning our identity’

Festival, which was also at-
tended by West Bengal
Governor Dr C V Ananda Bose,
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, actors Rani Mukerji
and Shatrughan Sinha, and
leading personalities of the
Bengali film industry.
Bachchanreferredtothehis-

toryofcensorshipinIndiancin-
ema, and said, “Even now, I'm
sure my colleagues on stage
would agree, questions are be-
ing raised on civil liberties and
freedomof expression.”
Shah Rukh Khan, who is

awaiting the release of his next
film “Pathaan”, spoke about
how social media is “driven by

narrowness of views”. And
signed off with a line from
“Pathaan”: “Apni kursi ki peti
bandh lijiye,mausambigadne-
wala hai (Fasten your seat belt,
the weather is about to get
rough).”
Khan's comments come

amidcalls on socialmedia for a
boycottof“Pathaan”overasong
featuring him and Deepika
Padukone.
Theneedof thehour,hesaid,

was to build a better world for
the futuregenerationby“using
thepowerofcinemaasavehicle
for people of different cultures,
colours, castes and religions to
better understand each other”.

In his address, Bachchanwon-
deredwhetherSatyajitRay'sre-
action to the current scenario
would bemuch like that of the
protagonist of his 1990 film,
“Ganashatru”.
“One of his later films,

“Ganashatru”, can be taken as
an indication of how Raymay
havereactedtocurrenttimes. In
this chamber drama, about a
jaundice epidemic caused by
water contamination that is
suppressed by both the state
and the local temple, Dr Asok
Gupta (the protagonist) be-
comestheenemyof thepeople,
fighting for justice,” Bachchan
said.

● Big B flags free speech, Shah Rukh the ‘narrowness’ ● Shraddha

Privatemedical Deemed
college Universities

Median `11.5lakh `21Lakh

Management Quota `11.5lakh `21Lakh

NRIQuota `24Lakh `31Lakh

GovtQuota 1/6thofMQfee 1/10thofMQfee
(`1.91lakh) (`2.1lakh)*

*Whereavailable (Source:RajyaSabhaanswers)

WHAT MEDICAL COLLEGES CHARGE

● Rs 11.5 lakh/yr median fee in pvt
medical colleges: expert body

1991PILIBHITFAKEENCOUNTERS

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,DECEMBER15

MORETHANsixyearsafteraCBI
court handed life imprisonment
to47policemenforkilling10Sikh
meninthreefakeencountersina
single night in Uttar Pradesh’s
Pilibhit district in 1991, the
Allahabad High Court on
Thursday commuted the sen-
tence to seven years of rigorous
imprisonment.
Setting aside the trial court's

verdictwhich convicted thepo-
licemenofmurder and criminal
conspiracy, theHighCourt con-
victedthemofculpablehomicide
notamountingtomurder.
TheHigh Courtwas hearing

appeals filed by 43 policemen
whochallengedthetrialcourtor-
der.Atotalof57policemenwere
chargesheeted in the case, of
which14arenowdead.
Initsorder,theBenchofJustice

Ramesh Sinha and Justice Saroj
Yadav said “therewasno ill-will
between the appellants (police-
men)andthedeceasedpersons”.
“…this court convicts theap-

pellantsunder Section304Part I
oftheIndianPenalCodeandsen-
tencesthemtosevenyears'rigor-
ousimprisonmentalongwithfine
ofRs10,000,whichthiscourtcon-
siders adequate in the circum-
stances of the case,” the High
Courtsaid.
ThecasedatesbacktoJuly12,

1991, when police stopped a
Pilibhit-boundbus at Kachlapul
ghat and dragged out 11 Sikh
men. The other passengers, in-
cluding women and children,
were taken to a gurdwara in
Pilibhit, while the men were
made to sit in another vehicle.
Late in the evening, additional
forcesjoinedthepoliceteamand
they allegedly divided the Sikh
menintothreegroups.
On the intervening night of

July12and13, thepolicemenal-
legedly gunned down the Sikh
meninthreeseparateencounters
inthethicketsfallingunderthree
different police station areas—
Bilsanda,NiuriaandPooranpur—
inPilibhit.Thepolicesaidthatthey
had criminal cases against them
and claimed to have recovered
armsandammunitionfromtheir
possession.
The body of one of the Sikh

menwasnot recovered.Most of
thevictimswerefromGurdaspur
inPunjab.
TheHighCourt also said that

the killingswere unacceptable
andcannotbe“justifiedtokill in-
nocentpersonsalongwithsome
terrorists taking them tobe also
terrorists”.
“...it is not thedutyof thepo-

lice officers to kill the accused
merely because he/she is a
dreadedcriminal...Undoubtedly,
the police have to arrest the ac-
cusedandput themup for trial,”
theHighCourtsaid.

HC commutes life
sentence of 43 cops
to 7 years jail term

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday ruled that demand
and acceptance of illegal grati-
ficationbyapublic servant can
be proved also by circumstan-
tial evidence in the absence of
direct evidence due to passing
away of the complainant or
his/her failure to support the
prosecution case.
Stating that “proof of de-

mand and acceptance of illegal
gratification by apublic servant
asa fact in issuebytheprosecu-
tion is a sinequanon inorder to
establishtheguiltof theaccused
public servant under” the
Prevention of Corruption Act, a
five-judge Constitution bench
presided by Justice S Abdul
Nazeer said: “...the proof of de-
mand and acceptance of illegal
gratification can also be proved
bycircumstantialevidenceinthe
absenceofdirectoralanddocu-
mentaryevidence.”
The bench, also comprising

JusticesBRGavai,ASBopanna,V
Ramasubramanian and B V
Nagarathna,saidsuchinference
about the guilt of a public ser-
vantundertheActcanbedrawn
based on “other evidence ad-
ducedby theprosecution”.
“Presumptionof factwithre-

gardtothedemandandaccept-
anceorobtainmentof an illegal
gratificationmay bemade by a
court of law byway of an infer-
ence only when the founda-
tionalfactshavebeenprovedby
relevant oral and documentary
evidenceandnot intheabsence
thereof,” it said.
Writingforthebench,Justice

Nagarathna recalledwhat was
said by the top court in the past
–“Corruptionbypublicservants
hasbecomeagiganticproblem.
It has spread everywhere. No
facet of public activity has been
left unaffected by the stink of
corruption. It hasdeepandper-
vasiveimpactonthefunctioning
oftheentirecountry.Large-scale
corruption retards the nation-
buildingactivitiesandeveryone
has tosufferon that count.”

Bribery can also be proved by
circumstantial evidence: SC
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IMMIGRATIONCOUNTERS,SECURITYCHECKLINESBEING INCREASED

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER15

UNION HOME Secretary Ajay
BhallaThursdayheldahigh-level
meetingon congestion atmajor
airportsinthecountry,including
those at Delhi, Mumbai, and
Bengaluru. Themeeting dealt
withcongestioninthedeparture
area andhowarrival areaswere
crowded owing to delays in im-
migrationclearance.
“It was ameeting to review

thesituationandhowthingscan
beeasedforpassengers.Themin-
istry has been concerned about
delaysatimmigrationforpassen-
gers arriving from abroad. This
hasbeenanongoingproblemfor
whichsolutionswerediscussed,”
ahomeministryofficialsaid.
Sourcessaidthemeetingwas

attended by officials from the
Bureauof Immigration,Ministry
ofCivilAviation,CentralIndustrial
Security Force (CISF), Bureau of
CivilAviationSecurity(BCAS)and

AirportsAuthorityof India(AAI).
Sources said that during the

visit of Civil AviationMinister
Jyotiraditya Scindia to the IGI
Airport recently, 16 entry gates
wereoperationalwhichhasnow
been increased to18andwill be
further brought up to 20.
Similarly, immigration counters
andsecurity check linesarealso

being increased, theysaid.
The BCAS has asked the air-

linesandairportoperatorstoput
up posters and send awareness
messages to passengers for car-
ryingonecabinbaggageandun-
dergoingwebcheck-in.
Ithasaskedtheairportoper-

ator DIAL (for IGI), apart from
otherlargeairports,tolookatthe

possibility of bringing in ad-
vanced3Dbaggagescannersand
more automatic tray retrieval
systems(ATRS).
Overthelasttwoweeks,pas-

sengers have been posting pic-
tures and videos of long queues
and crowding at the IGI Airport
in Delhi and the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport inMumbai, prompting
authorities to take note and ask
airlines and airport operators to
easethecongestion.

Ministry guidelines
being implemented
atDelhi airport’s T3

Meanwhile,atDelhi’s IGIair-
port, authorities have started
implementing the ministry’s
latest guidelines and sugges-
tionsat Terminal 3 (T3).
Display boards at each entry

point and live updates about
themonsocialmedia,alongwith
that of the flights, have reduced
confusionandchaostoagreatex-

tent at the airport, officials said.
Theairportnowhasmultipledis-
play boards showing estimated
waitingtimeoutsidethe16entry
gates. Some of the gates have a
waitingtimeof10-15minutes.
“Earlier, therewere 14 entry

gates. They have now been in-
creased to 16, and all gates are
mannedbyadditionalstaff,ush-
ers and display boards to help
passengers.Wehavealsostarted
posting live updates on Delhi
Airport Twitter andother social
mediaplatformstohelppassen-
gerschoosetherightentry,”said
anofficial.
Airport officials said they

have installed fourmore X-ray
machines in the security check
area. Some flights at peakhours
have been shifted to Terminal 1
andTerminal2,theyadded.“We
have increased ATRSmachines
from 13 (pre-Covid) to 17. The
ministryisintouchwithtopoffi-
cialsoftheCISFandwill increase
thedeploymentofstaffersinthe
comingdays,” saidanofficial.

New Delhi:Delhi’s newmayor
anddeputymayorwillbeelected
onJanuary6,withL-GVKSaxena
approvingtheproposaltocallthe
firstmeetingofthenewlyelected
houseinthefirstweekofJanuary.
“DelhiL-G,VKSaxena, inthe

exercise of powers vested in
himvideSection73of theDelhi

Municipal Corporation Act,
1957,hasapprovedtheproposal
to convene the firstmeeting of
the MCD on Friday, January 6,
2023,” officials from the L-G
secretariat said.
The first sessionwill be held

almost amonth after the Aam
AadmiPartywonthemunicipal

polls on December 7, getting a
majority of the votes in 134 out
of250wards.
The proposal to convene the

first meeting of the civic body
wasmovedbythecommissioner
(MCD) on December 12, to the
urbandevelopmentdepartment,
requestingL-G’sapproval.ENS

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER15

THECBIchargesheetfiledintoal-
leged irregularities in the now-
scrappedDelhi excisepolicyhas
statedthathawalachanneltrans-
actions to the tune of Rs 20-30
crore were allegedly made by
South Indian liquormanufactur-
erstoAAPcommunicationschief
VijayNairtousehispositioninthe
rulingpartyinDelhitoachievethe
illegalobjectiveofcartelisation.
The central agencymade its

submissionsbeforeSpecialJudge
M K Nagpal, who summoned
sevenaccused,includingNair,af-
ter taking cognizance of the
chargesheet. It was filed under
sections of criminal conspiracy
punishable under IPC section
120B,andundersections7,7Aand
8of thePreventionofCorruption
ActatRouseAvenuedistrictcourt.
Thedetailsofthechargesheet

detailingtheinvestigationcarried
out so farwere also discussed in
courtas theCBIsubmittedthat it
was still probing the role of
Deputy CMManish Sisodia and
other public servants. The legal
teamsfortheaccusedhavedenied
allallegationsinthechargesheet,

stating that theywillmake their
casebeforecourt.
Asperthechargesheet,theac-

cused allegedly entered into a
criminalconspiracywhentheex-
cisepolicywasstillunderformu-
lationfromApril2020toget“un-
due benefits by circumventing
provisionsof policyandtoachieve
illegalobjectiveofcartelisationbe-
tween liquor manufacturers,
wholesalersandretailvendors”.
It alleged that “huge amount

of around Rs 20-30 crore was
arranged by businessman
AbhishekBoinpallyat thebehest
ofsomeliquormanufacturersbe-
longingtoSouth,andthisamount
wastransferredortransmittedby
him through accused Dinesh
Arorato...VijayNairandhisasso-
ciates between July and
September 2021 in cash using
hawalachannels”.
The CBI chargesheet states

that this was advance money
“paid by liquormanufacturers
fromSouth” toNair for “exercis-
inghis influenceuponandusing
hisposition in the rulingparty in
Delhi to achieve illegal objective
ofcartelisationbetweendifferent
componentsoftheexcisepolicy”.
It has been alleged in the

chargesheet that “profitmargin

forwholesalerswasintentionally
keptashighas12%of the landed
costofIMFL(IndianMadeForeign
Liquor) and 6% share out of this
12%profitmarginwas tobepaid
orreturnedtoBoinpally,statedto
beafrontmanofliquormanufac-
turers from South, against the
above illegalamountofRs20-30
crore earlier sent byhim toNair
throughhawalachannels”.
The chargesheet has laid out

the alleged role of accusedArun
Ramchandra Pillai, who is also
stated to be “a frontman of the
liquormanufacturer group from
South” and was given 32.5%
shareholding ofM/s. Indospirits
asaresultofabovecartelisation.
TheCBIallegedthatthiscom-

panywasabletoearnnetprofitsof
Rs68,11,47,117out ofwhich, 61%
share of profitswas transferred,
eitherdirectlyorindirectly,tothe
accountof Pillaior insomeother
accountsasperhisinstructions”.
The investigation into credits

made into the bank account of
Pillai shows that “out of above
profit margin of wholesale li-
censee,anamountofRs4.75crore
isallegedtohavebeentransferred
intheaccountofaccusedMootha
Goutam, theMDof IndiaAhead
News, and fromhis account, an
amountof Rs3.85 crore is stated
to have been transferred in ac-
countofaccusedBoinpally”.
The agency alleged that fur-

therpaymentsareallegedtohave

been transferred fromPillai’s ac-
count to companies of amedia
groupofSouthIndia,allegedlybe-
longingtoBoinpallyandGoutam.
On the role of businessman

SameerMahendru, the CBI al-
leged thewholesale distributor-
ship of liquor brands owned by
M/s.PernodRicard IndiaPvt. Ltd.
wasgiventohim.TheCBItoldthe
courtthatMahendrucouldsecure
awholesale(L-1) licenceandan-
othercompanynamedM/s.Khao
Gali Restaurant Pvt. Ltd., which
wasownedor controlledbyhim
indirectly, was given two retail
zone licences (L-7Z)”. TheCBI al-
leged thesewere approved by
publicservantsKuldeepSinghand
NarenderSingh.

Congestion at Delhi andMumbai
airports: Home secy holdsmeeting

Displayboardsateachentrypointandliveupdatesonsocial
mediahavereducedchaosatDelhiairport.Express

New MCD mayor to be elected on Jan 6

Rs 20-30 cr paid to Vijay Nair to achieve illegal
cartelisation in excise policy: CBI chargesheet

New Delhi
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A40-YEAR-OLDPhDscholarwas
strangledtodeathallegedlybyhis
landlord,whothenproceededto
chopuphisbodyintothreepieces
using a saw. The victim, Ankit
Khokhar, was killed
in October in Ghaziabad’s
Modinagar, said police, adding
that they arrested the landlord,
UmeshSharma,andhisassociate
PraveshSharmaonWednesday.
According to police, Umesh

allegedlymurdered Ankit after
he found out that the latter had
obtainedasumofRs1crore fol-
lowingthesaleofancestralprop-
erty. Umesh, whoworked as a
compounder for an orthopedi-
cianinGhaziabad,hadalsotaken
aRs40lakh loanfromAnkit.
Police, however, now face a

challenge: locating the body
parts.DCP(Rural) IrajRajasaid:
“The bodypartswere disposed
of inthree locations—atacanal
in Muzaffarnagar’s Khatauli, a
canal in Ghaziabad’s Masuri
area, as well as near the
Eastern Peripheral Highway in
Ghaziabad. The location near
the highway is overgrown. It
seems that the head of the de-
ceasedwas disposed here. The
exact details of which body
partsweredisposedof inwhich
canal is not as clear.”
Police teams have been dis-

patchedtoallthreelocationstotry
and recover body parts.While
forensicteamsweresenttoexam-
inethemurderspot, theweapon
has been recovered. Police said
Ankit,whohailed fromBaghpat,
hadbeenstayingonthelandlord’s
propertyforsixmonths.
After themurder, police said

Umeshallegedlywithdrewabout

Rs20lakhfromseveralATMs.He
then told Pravesh towithdraw
money in Uttarakhand, while
leavinghis ownphone at home,
and switching onAnkit’s phone
near the ATM to create an alibi.
Pravesh allegedly went to
Haridwar,Rishikesh,andRoorkee
onDecember 1, 2, and12,with-
drawingasumofRs40,000from
anATMeachtime.
Police said Ankit’s parents

passed away a few years ago. It
was his friendswho alerted po-
licethatsomethingwasamiss.
Accordingtohiscollegeroom-

mateDrVikrant Jawla, their sus-
picionswere raised about two
months ago after they received
messages fromhim. “One thing
which was suspicious was
spellingofcertainwordsinHindi
inmessages sent from Ankit’s
number. While typing Hindi
words in English, a different

spellingwas used compared to
howAnkitusuallytyped,”hesaid.
Two of Ankit’s friends then

left for his village in Baghpat,
where they foundonDecember
9 that he had sold his ancestral
property. Six of Ankit’s friends,
including Vikrant, left for
Modinagarandregisteredacom-
plaint,afterwhichanFIRregard-
inghisdisappearancewasregis-
teredonDecember12.Twodays
later,theirworstfearscametrue.
Vikrant recalled he had first

metAnkit in 2002while hewas
pursuing amaster’s inmathe-
matics and Ankitwas pursuing
mastersinstatistics.“Wewerein
the same room inUniversity of
Meerut...hewasawonderfulper-
son. Hehad recently completed
his PhD from BR Ambedkar
University in Lucknow and he
was planning to go toGermany
forfurtherresearchandstudies.”
His friends and those who

knewhimposted tribute on so-
cialmedia. One of his teachers,
Surinder Kumar, said, “Very
shocking to believe the sad de-
miseofmystudent.Hewasavery
intelligentandhonestperson...”
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THEDELHIForestDepartment is
in theprocess of procuring elec-
triccyclesandgolfcartstoenable
visits to theAsolaBhattiWildlife
Sanctuary.
A senior official of the forest

departmentsaidthespecificson
howmany peoplewould be al-
lowed into the sanctuary at one

timeaswellasthepathwaysthat
willbemadeavailablearestillbe-
ingworkedout. “All of theseve-
hicleswillbeelectricandvisitors
willbeabletorentthem.Whilea
final decision on the number of
people thatwill be allowed into
the sanctuary is yet to be taken,
itwillbeaveryconservative fig-
ure,” theofficial said.
In October, Lieutenant

Governor VK Saxena dedicated
tothepublicfourartificialwater-

fallsattheNeeliJheelanddirected
officialstodevelopacafeteriaand
public toilets besides deploying
electricvehiclesforvisitorstothe
jheel as part of turning the area
into an ‘eco-tourism’ hub. The
Neeli Jheel is a lake formed in
whatwasonceaminingpitandis
animportantsourceofwater for
wildlife in the sanctuary,which
includesleopardsandhyenas.
The proposal for these ‘eco-

tourism’ facilities is limited as of

now,theofficialsaid.“Whilefinal
preparation isyet tobedone, the
proposal involveswalksandtak-
ing cycles through someparts of
thesanctuary.Nonewpathways
arebeingcreated, and the jungle
won’tbedisturbed.Stepsmadeof
naturalmaterialarenearingcom-

pletionclosetotheNeeliJheelasa
sort of viewingpoint...as of now,
wearenotallowinganythingnew
thatwasnotallowedearlier,” the
officialsaid.
Tenderdocumentsshowthat

theforestdepartmentintendsto
purchase 60 electric cycles at an
estimated cost of around Rs 39
lakh.Aseparate tenderhasbeen
issuedtohiresixelectricgolfcarts
alongwithsixdriversforayearat
anestimatedcostofaroundRs54

lakh. Tender documents for golf
carts indicate that theyare likely
to be operational for around 10
hoursperdayfor26daysamonth.
A charging stationwill alsohave
tobeinstalledforthecarts.
Asourcesaidcycletracks,sig-

nages, and a fewcycleswere al-
ready available at the sanctuary,
but prices to rent themwereyet
tobefixed.Privatevehiclesarebe-
ingallowedintothesanctuaryup
toNeeli Jheel, thesourcesaid.

‘ECO-TOURISM’ PUSH

Soon at Asola Bhatti sanctuary, e-cycles and golf carts on rent for visitors

Thehouse inGhaziabad’s
Modinagarwherethe
victim,AnkitKhokhar, lived

G20logoprojectedonRedFortearlier thismonth.The
summitwillbeheld inSeptember2023. TashiTobgyal

PhD scholar killed by landlord,
body chopped up into 3 pieces

Mercury dips
to 6.4°Celsius,
lowest so far
this season

TheNeeli Jheel isalake
formedinwhatwasonce
aminingpit
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BEGGARS NEAR KashmereGate
will be relocated to night shel-
tersaheadof theG20Summitin
Delhi.
A note by the CEO of

the Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board (DUSIB), K
Mahesh,whichwassent tooffi-
cersontheboardaswellastothe
SocialWelfaredepartment,said,
“Today,a telephoniccallwasre-
ceivedfromthePStotheHon'ble
Chief Minister conveying that
theHon'bleCMhasdirectedthat
the beggars around Hanuman
Mandir, near ISBT, shouldbe re-
moved and relocated to the
nightsheltersof theDUSIB.This
exercise isnecessitatedkeeping
inviewthemeetingsof theG20
summit.”

DUSIBofficialshavebeenor-
dered tocoordinatewithdiffer-
ent government agencies, in-
cluding the Delhi Police, and to
prepare anactionplan for shift-
ingthebeggarstonightshelters
inDwarkaandotherpartsof the
city.
A four-member committee

has alsobeen formed toput the
plan intoaction.
The plan is to be submitted

onFriday.
Pragati Maidan is themain

venueofthesummit,whichwill
beheld inSeptember2023.
Speaking to The Indian

Express,KMaheshsaid,“Beggars
havetherighttolivewithdignity
andhonour. At shelters,wewill
traintheindividualsinskillsthat
canhelpthem.Apartfromphys-
ical security, the shelters also
provide refuge fromthe cold, as
well as threemealsaday.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER15

DELHIHASturnedcolderoverthe
past two days with the city
recording the lowestminimum
temperatureof the season so far
onThursday.
Theminimum temperature

recorded Thursdaywas 6.4 de-
grees, at theSafdarjungweather
station, two degrees below the
normal.
The city also saw the coldest

day so far thismonth, with the
maximumtemperature settling
around 23.4 degrees Celsius on
Thursday,closetothenormalfor
this time of the year, at the
Safdarjungweather station.This
is a sharp fall fromamaximum
temperature of around 27.1 de-
grees Celsius onMonday. Sunny
days and fewerwestern distur-
banceshadkeptthecitywarmer
thanusual,sofarthismonth.The
weather station at Palam
recordedalowermaximumtem-
perature of 21.7 degrees on
Thursday.
Aforecast issuedbythe India

Meteorological Department
(IMD)Thursdayeveningsaidthe
minimum temperature over
northwestIndiaislikelytofallby
about twodegreesover thenext
24 hours. Coldwave conditions
are also likely over parts of
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab and
northern Rajasthan from
December 16 to 18, the forecast
indicated.
InDelhi, theminimumtem-

peratureonFriday is likely to fall
toaround5degreesCelsius,while
the maximum temperature
couldremainaround23degrees,
accordingtotheIMDforecast.

HAS24CRIMINALCASESAGAINSTHIM

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL&PAVNEET
SINGHCHADHA
NEWDELHI,GURGAON,
DECEMBER15

VIKAS LAGARPURIA, a wanted
gangsterandallegedmastermind
ofamulti-croreheistinGurgaon,
wasarrestedonThursdaymorn-
ing.Whilesourcessaidhewasde-
tainedfromIGIAirportbycentral
intelligence agencies late
Wednesdayafterhearrivedfrom
Dubaiaround2.50am,following
which a teamof Haryana police
SpecialTaskForcegothiscustody
aftercoordinatingwiththeagen-
cies, theSTFsaidhewasarrested
fromtheDelhi-Gurgaonborder.
B Satheesh Balan, Inspector

General of Police, STF Haryana,
said Lagarpuriawas themaster-
mind andmain conspirator in a
theft case inwhich “over Rs 25-
30 crore cash” was allegedly
stolenfromtheoffice/flatofaso-
cietyinGurgaoninAugust2021.
“Wehadreceivedaspecificin-

put that Lagarpuriawas on his
way fromDelhi to his village in
Jhajjar toseehisailingparents.A
team of STF officials began in-
specting vehicles at Delhi-
Gurgaonborderand2-3persons
weredetained.Hewastravelling
in a cab andwas detained from
thetoll.Hewasevasiveand,inini-
tialinterrogation,identifiedhim-
selfasDeepakfromHisar.Hethen
claimedtobefromPanipat.After
sustained interrogationandver-
ificationoftwohours,hisidentity
wasconfirmed,”saidBalan.

Onwhetherthegangsterhad
comefromDubaiwhereheissus-
pected to have been hiding for
sometime,Balan,said,“Itisapart
ofinvestigation.Wehavearrested
himfromDelhi-Gurgaonborder.
Wewillquestionhimontheseas-
pects.”
PolicesaidLagarpuriahasad-

mitted his involvement in plan-
ningandexecutingtheheist.“He
claims he got over Rs 20.5 crore
cash as his share, which he in-
vested in property and spent
someonhis expenses and court
cases.Sofar,hehasendorsedthe
theorywhichhadcomeoutdur-
ing the police probe onhow the
theftwasplannedandexecuted.
Wewilltakehimonremandand
questionhimonthesespecificas-
pectsastowhoallwereinvolved
and how themoneywas trans-
ferredandtowhom,”saidBalan.
STF officials said that during

questioning, the gangster ap-
pearedconfident,claimingtoin-
vestigators that the “stolen
moneywasblack (do number ka
paisa thaa)”. “He is fondof a lav-

ishlifestyleandwaswearingde-
signerclothesandshoeswhenhe
was taken into custody,” said an
officer.Hewasproducedinadis-
trictcourtandsentto10-daypo-
liceremand.
Thecase,whichwasreported

asaroutineburglary,laterunrav-
elled to becomea large conspir-
acy and ameticulously planned
heist involving a gangster, his
henchmen,doctors,employeesof
a societymanaging a project, a
Delhi Police ASI and aHaryana
policeIPSofficer.
On the source ofmoney and

allegations of unaccounted
money, Balan said, “The Income
Tax department and
Enforcement Directorate are
probingthesourceandthesealle-
gations.We areworking on ar-
restingtheaccusedandrecover-
ingstolenmoney.”
In 2020, the Delhi Police

Special Cell had issueda lookout
notice against the gangster. This
year,theHaryanaSTFhadsaidan
FIRwas lodgedagainst himafter
they came to know that he had
travelledabroadusingafakepass-
port.Later,Indianauthoritieshad
requested Interpol to issue a red
cornernoticeagainstLagarpuria.
Oneofthemostwantedgang-

sters in Delhi and Haryana,
LagarpuriahadarewardofRs2.5
lakhforinformationleadingtohis
arrest. He has 24 criminal cases
againsthim.TheSTFsaiditiscur-
rentlyprobingthreecasesagainst
him—themulti-croretheft,acase
for forging apassport in Panipat
andacaseinwhichhejumpedpa-
roleinGurgaon.

VikasLagarpuria (32)

What police probe
has found so far

Wanted gangster andman behind
Gurgaonmulti-crore heist arrested
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THEHARYANASTFsaidatotalof
19accusedhavebeenarrestedin
themulti-crore heist case so far
andasumofRs5.78crore,includ-
inggoldandforeigncurrency,and
sixvehicleshavebeenrecovered.
OnAugust 21, 2021, the theft

was reported toGurgaon Police
byanemployeeof AlphaGCorp
ManagementServicesPrivateLtd
at its flat/office in GurgaonOne
society,Sector84,whichitmain-
tains. The complainant had not
mentionedthestolenamountin
theFIR.Inasupplementarystate-
ment to the police, the com-
plainantsaidRs50lakhandsome
documents of the flats hadbeen
stolenbetweenAugust1and21.
Accordingtothechargesheet

filed by the STF last year, three
representatives-cum-employ-
eesofthecomplainantcompany
saidintheirstatementthattheir
companywas intending topur-
chase property measuring 3
acres in Sector 28 Gurgaon and
Rs 30 crore cash had been kept
at theiroffice for thesame.
Lagarpuria’snamehadcome

up in disclosure statements of
someofhishenchmenduringini-
tial arrestsbypolice.OnOctober
8, 2021, police arrested Delhi

PoliceASIVikasGulia,achildhood
friend of the gangster, who had
allegedly been taskedwith col-
lecting themoney and transfer-
ringit toLagarpuriaviahawala.
InNovember 2021, STF got a

keybreakthrough,withthearrest
ofDrSuchenderNawal.Hewasal-
legedlyamongthemainconspir-
ators and inhis disclosure state-
ment, he named thenGurgaon
PoliceDCPDheerajSetia,claiming
he had paid a bribe to Setia to
coverup thecase. Setiawas later
suspended and police invoked
sectionsunder thePreventionof
CorruptionActagainsthim.
Policesaidtheplantocommit

the theft startedwhen Shyam
Singh, an employee of the com-
plainant company and an ac-
cused, informed his friend Dr
Gurpartap Singh (another ac-
cused)andDrNawalabouta‘huge
amountofcash’keptattheoffice.
Nawal’sdriverisLagarpuria’sun-
cle and both were acquainted
throughhim. Inconnivancewith
these accused, Lagarpuria al-
legedly planned theheist. A few
daysbeforetheincident,oneofhis
henchmentookaflaton19thfloor
ofthesametoweronrent.Onthe
interveningnight of August 3-4,
5-6men fromLagarpuria’s gang
arrived in a Scorpio car and car-
riedoutthetheft,takingmultiple
tripstotransportthecash.

Shraddha
murder :L-G
nodtoappoint
twoSPPs
NewDelhi: Delhi L-G V K
Saxenahasapprovedthe
appointmentof twospe-
cialpublicprosecutors in
the Shraddha Walkar
murder case. The Delhi
Police proposed the
names of the two
lawyers, Madhukar
PandeyandAmitPrasad,
whowill represent them
in court. Walkar was
murdered allegedly by
herlive-inpartnerAaftab
Poonawala in May this
year, but the incident
came to light in
November.

Delhischoolsto
launchrobotics
competition
thisweek
New Delhi: A robotics
league for students of
Delhi, especially targeting
government school stu-
dents,willbeginthisweek.
TheDelhiRoboticsLeague,
organised by the Delhi
Directorate of Education,
willbelaunchedonFriday
in aprogramme thatwill
be live-streamed to all
Delhigovernmentschools
and government-aided
schools. The programme
will be held at Dr B R
AmbedkarSOSE,Surajmal
Vihar. Private schoolswill
alsobeabletojointhelive
stream. ENS
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Ahead of G20 summit,
beggars near Kashmere
Gate to be relocated

For cyber frauds, FIFA
World Cup offers new
avenue to dupe people
ANITABABU
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

THE FIFAWorld Cup appears to
have provided a fresh opportu-
nitytocyberfraudstotargetthose
lookingtobuyticketsonline.
Accordingtocybersecurityex-

perts, once scammers are ap-
proachedbysomeoneforaticket,
they respondvia directmessage
andprovidedetailsofhowtobuy
it for rates rangingbetween$50
and $120. They insist on using
PayPal’s‘FamilyandFriends’pay-
mentmode.PayPaldoesn’tallow
payingforgoodsunderthismon-
eytransferoption,andsuchtrans-
actions arenot coveredunder its
fraudprotectionprogramme.
Facebookhasat least6-7ac-

tive groups run by scammers,
said Nandakishore Harikumar,

CEOandfounderofTechnisanct,
a cybersecurity firm.
A spokesperson for Meta,

Facebook’s parent company,
stated it won’t be able to share
its response until they have
“looked into thematter”.
Suchgroups exist onTwitter

andTelegram, too. “As Telegram
continuestorapidlygrowaround
theworld,weareworking toex-
pand both our Terms of Service
andmoderationeffortstoexplic-
itly restrict andmore effectively
combatothermisuseof theTele-
gramplatform,suchasencourag-
ing fraud,” Telegramspokesper-
sonRemiVaughnsaidinresponse
toTheIndianExpress’squeries.
PayPal did not respond to

queries from The IndianExpress.
ADelhipolicespokespersonsaid
they have not received com-
plaintson thismatter so far.

After acid attack on
teen, notices sent
to Flipkart, Amazon
HARIKISHANSHARMA&
JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

ADAY after the acid attack on a
17-year-old girl in Dwarka, the
Central Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) Thursday is-
sued notice to Flipkart, the e-
commerce platform from
where,policesaid,thesubstance
was bought online by themain
accused. Sources said CCPA has
also sent a notice to another e-
commerceplatform,Meesho,on
the same issue and has given
themaweek’s timeto respond.
The girl was on her way to

school with her younger sister
onWednesdaymorningwhen
shewasattackedbytwomenon
amotorcyclenearherhome.She
sustainedsevere injuriesonher
face,neck,andeyes,andisbeing
treatedatSafdarjungHospital.
DCP (Dwarka) Harsha

VardhansaidThursday: “Notice
hasbeensent toFlipkart topro-
vide information regarding the
sellerandtheparticulartransac-
tion. Theyhave also been asked
regardingcomplianceofregula-
tions related tosaleof acid.”
IssuingastatementThursday,

Flipkart said, “We strongly con-
demnthisunfortunate incident,
andourthoughtsandprayersare
with the victim and her family.
The Flipkartmarketplace plat-
formcloselymonitorsanddelists
products that violate expected
standards. Strict action is taken
against sellerswho are found to
be engaged in selling products
that are illegal, unsafe, and pro-
hibited.Theconcernedsellerhas
beenblacklisted, andweareex-
tendingallsupporttoconcerned
authoritiesintheirinvestigation.”
“Thee-commerceplatforms

shouldhavedoneduediligence
to ensure hazardous things are
not sold on their platforms,” a
CCPAofficial said.
The body issued notices, in-

voking various sections of the
Consumer Protection Act, 2019,
including Section 2(47) that
deals with “unfair trade prac-
tice”, officials said. “Unfair trade
practice”hasbeendefinedas “a
tradepracticewhich,forthepur-
pose of promoting the sale, use
orsupplyof anygoodsor forthe
provision of any service, adopts
any unfair method or unfair or
deceptivepractice...”
The Delhi Commission for

Women also issued notice to
FlipkartandAmazonontheavail-
ability of acid on their platforms

and sought a detailed action
takenreportbyDecember20.

Accused browsed
several websites to
buy acid, say police
Policesaidthemainaccused,

SachinArora (20),was allegedly
enragedafterthegirlendedtheir
friendship2-3monthsago.Police
sources saidheallegedly started
planningtheattack7-10daysago
and roped inhis friends,Harshit
Aggarwal(19)andVirenderSingh
(22), to help him. He allegedly
looked at several websites and
portalsaweekbeforetheincident
tobuytheacid, theysaid.
“Hesaidhesawvideos,crime

shows andmovies that showed
acid attacks anddecided to exe-
cute it. He called his friends for
help...Harshitdrovethebikewhile
Virenderhelpedtheduocreatea
falsealibi,”saidapolicesource.
Police said the acidwas de-

liverednearhishouse.“Hedidn’t
choosehishouseasthedelivery
locationtoavoidsuspicionfrom
his family,” saidapoliceofficer.
“Theywanted tomisleadpo-

lice and knewphone location is
key evidence in crimes. So, they
sentVirender on abikewith Sa-
chin’sphonetoanotherplace.Vi-
renderwasalsowearingSachin’s
clothes. He later helped the ac-
cusedhide,”theofficeradded.
Meanwhile, doctors at

SafdarjungHospitalsaidthegirlis
stablebutitwilltake48-72hours
toascertainhowseverehercondi-
tionis.“Shecanseeandisinasta-
ble condition.Disfigurementhas
happened,” said Medical
SuperintendentDrBLSherwal.

THECCPA,established
undersection10of
ConsumerProtectionAct,
2019, isempoweredto
actagainstcompaniesal-
lowingsaleofhazardous
goods.UnderSection
2(9)of theAct, thedefini-
tionof “consumerrights”
includes“therighttobe
protectedagainstthe
marketingofgoods,
productsorservices
whicharehazardousto
lifeandproperty”.
Besides,section20of the
Actgivespowerstothe
CCPAtoorderrecallof
hazardousgoods.
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+---Hkjksls dk Árhd ! ...the name you can BANK upon !

CIRCLE SASTRA, ARA
Hotel Regal, Second Floor, District-Bhojpur, Ara-802301

Email- cs8187@pnb.co.in
POSSESSION NOTICE
(For Immovable Property)

Whereas,
The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Punjab National Bank, Circle SASTRAAra,
Hotel Regal, Second Floor,Ara- 802301 under the Securitization andReconstruction of Financial
Assets andEnforcement of Security InterestAct, 2002 and in exercise of Powers conferred under
Section 13 read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued a demand
notice dated 13.08.2022 calling upon the Borrower,M/S Jai Maa Mundeshwari Khad Bhandar
Prop. Shri Akhilesh Kumar Pandey, S/o- Badri Pandey, Shri Badri Narayan Pandey, S/O
Late Jagdish Pandey, and Shri Baijnath Pandey, S/O Late Jagdish Pandey, Village:
Gimhiyan, PO: Kasthari, PS- Durgawati, Distt: Kaimur (Bhabua), BIHAR- 821105, Mobile -
7324986393 to repay the amount mentioned in the notice isRs. 28,49,854.19 (Rupees Twenty-
Eight Lakh Forty - Nine Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty - Four and Paise Nineteen only) and
interest and charge there on from 01.09.2022 within 60 days from the date of notice/date of
receipt of the said notice.
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein
below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with

thRule 8 of the said Rules on this 14 day of December 2022. The borrower in particular and the
public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the
property will be subject to the charge of the Punjab National Bank for an amountRs 32,26,361.90
(Rupees Thirty-Two Lakh Twenty-Six Thousand Three Hundred Sixty one and Paise Ninety
only) as on 30.11.2022 alongwith future interest and expenses from 01.12.2022 until payment in
full.
The borrower's/guarantor's/mortgagor's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section
(8) of section 13 of theAct in respect of time available to redeem thesecured assets.

Description of Immovable Property
All that part and parcel of the Property situated at: Mauza- Gogadhi, Thana no. 90,Halka
no.01, Thana & Anchal: Ramgarh, Khata no. 24,Plot no.- 509, Area - 02 decimals.Owner-
Baijnath Pandey & Badri Narayan Pandey both sons of Late Jagdish Pandey Registered Sale
Deeds no. 2658, Dated - 25.03.2010 , Bounded by - North:Road, South :Daroga Singh, East:
LakhanPal, Plot 509,West:Bismillah Ansari.
DATE: 14/12/2022
PLACE: Kaimur

Authorized Officer
Punjab National Bank

SHEIKH Mujibur Rahman, the found-
ing father of Bangladesh, once said
in his famous March 7 speech in

1971, “Today, in Dhaka, Chattogram,
Khulna, Rajshahi and Rangpur, the streets
are dyed red with the blood of our
brethren.Today, the people of Bengal want
freedom,the people of Bengal want to sur-
vive, the people of Bengal want to have
their rights.” These words immediately
struck a chord with every Bangladeshi dur-
ing a period of escalating tensions be-
tween the then East Pakistan and the pow-
erful establishment of West Pakistan,
becoming the precursor ofVijay Diwas for
the now People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

Vijay Diwas or Victory Day, which is ob-
served on December 16 every year in
Bangladesh and by the Bangladeshi com-
munity all over the globe alongside the In-
dianArmed Forces,commemorates the de-
feat of the Pakistani Armed Forces in the
historic Bangladesh Liberation War that
lasted from March 26 to December 16,
1971.The day marks the occasion when a
written agreement between India, Pak-
istan and the Provisional Government of
Bangladesh came into effect in 1971,
thereby effectively bringing an end to the
Bangladesh LiberationWar while formally
etching the ineffaceable presence of the

People’s Republic of Bangladesh on the
global map as an independent nation.

On this eventful day, 51 years ago, the
largest surrender of military personnel took
place since the end of World War II, with
the capitulation of around 93,000 West
Pakistani troops of the Eastern Command
of the Pakistan army. On December 16,
1971, Lieutenant General Amir Abdullah
Khan Niazi of the Pakistan Army formally
accepted this epoch-making surrender to
the Mukti Bahini, also known as the
Bangladesh Forces and the Indian Army;
marking the end of the war and the official
secession of East Pakistan.As he signed the
unconditional Pakistani Instrument of Sur-
render effectuating the laying down the
arms of his forces to the Indian Army’s
Lieutenant General Jagjit SinghArora,who
led the momentous war to a victorious
conclusion as the General Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief Eastern Command, it
paved the way for the creation of the inde-
pendent nation of Bangladesh.

Member nations of the United Nations
were quick to recognise the independent
identity of Bangladesh. However, the
Bangladesh Liberation War, which lasted
for nine months, went down in history as
one of the most violent wars of the 20th
century. It also resulted in the exodus of
nearly 10 million refugees and the barbaric
killing of 3 million people at the hands of
the PakistaniArmed Forces.

Bengali nationalism rose amidst growing
discontent surrounding Pakistani military
rulers’ refusal to transfer power to the Ben-
gali nationalist leader Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.East Pakistan had
become a seedbed of pro-democracy
movements and bore witness to a steady
surge in Bengali nationalism between
1952 and 1970.This reached a crescendo
when the Pakistani military junta refused
to transfer power to Rahman’s party,
Awami League,which had gained a major-
ity in the NationalAssembly of Pakistan in
the general election held in 1970.

Although Bangabandhu had declared
the independence of Bangladesh infor-
mally through the historic speech on
March 7, 1971, to over two million people
in Dhaka, the war broke out on the night
of March 25,1971,with the launch of Oper-
ation Searchlight.The said military opera-
tion,carried out byWest Pakistan’s military
junta against the people of East Pakistan

under the orders of their third President,
Yahya Khan,was a desperate effort to curb
the Bengali nationalist movement that was
gathering momentum in East Pakistan.

The Bangladesh War of Independence
saw the Mukti Bahini of Bangladesh join
forces with the Indian military to wage a
successful armed revolution against the
Pakistani military that surrendered in
Dhaka on December 16,1971.

Victory Day celebrations are of impor-
tance to not only Bangladesh, wherein
BangladeshArmed Forces’ military parade
takes place alongside ceremonial meet-
ings, speeches and broadcast of patriotic
programmes, but also mark a special oc-
casion celebrated across India,which bears
testimony to the pivotal role of the Indian
military and its contribution in the war.

ADVERTORIAL An initiative by *

Vijay Diwas also marks the contribution of Indian Armed Forces in the Bangladesh War

Fight for Bangladesh’s freedom

The day commemorates
the defeat of Pakistani
Forces in the Bangladesh
Liberation War that lasted
from March 26 to
December 16, 1971.With
the capitulation of 93,000
West Pakistani troops, it
was the largest surrender
of military personnel
since World War II
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ADAY after three persons died
in a stampede at a programme
attendedbyBJP leaderSuvendu
Adhikari, theWest Bengal gov-
ernmentonThursday set out to
get the stay on FIRs against him
lifted, firstmovingtheSupreme
Court, which declined to enter-
tain the plea, and later the
Calcutta High Court, which al-
lowed it to file apetition.
The stampede happened

during a blanket distribution
event in Asansol in West
Burdwan district. Adhikari,

Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly, and fellow party
leader Jitendra Tiwari, among
others, attended the pro-
gramme. The stampede hap-
pened after Adhikari left the
venue.
IntheSupremeCourt,senior

advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, appearing for the state

government, said that owing to
the December 8 order by a sin-
gle judge of the High Court —
which stayed all FIRs against
Adhikariandbarredpolicefrom
registeringmorewithoutitsper-
mission — the Bengal govern-
ment was unable to file a case
against him in connectionwith
the incident.
Singhvi told the bench of

Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud and Justice P S
Narasimha that the state had
moved the Supreme Court for
modificationof theorder as the
judge, Justice Rajasekhar
Mantha,wasnotavailableforju-
dicialwork inKolkata.

The court, however, said
even if the judge was unavail-
ableforwork“byvirtueofhisju-
dicial assignment at Port Blair,
the petitioner had the remedy
of moving the Chief Justice of
the High Court of Calcutta for
appropriate administrative di-
rections”.Withthebenchnotin-
clined to entertain the plea,
Singhviwithdrew it.
The state then verbally

moved the Bench of Calcutta
High Court Chief Justice
Prakash Shrivastava, seeking
permission to file a petition
against the single-judge
Bench’s order. The High Court
allowed the verbal prayer.

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

THERE IS no respite in sight for
families dependent on cattle
rearingastheannualrateof fod-
der inflation rose to 27.66 per
cent inNovember.
WholesalePriceIndex(WPI)

datareleasedWednesdaybythe
Commerce and Industry
Ministry showed that the index
valueforfodderwasrecordedat
225.7 in November, registering
anincreaseof27.66percentover
thesamemonthlastyear(176.8).
Fodder inflation stood at

27.31 per cent in October and
0.68 per cent in November last
year.
Not only fodder, feed prices

also trended upward. The infla-
tion for ‘manufacture of pre-
pared animal feeds’, aWPI sub-
group, rose to 7.76 per cent in
November. It was 3.38 per cent
in October and 14.86 per cent
lastyear.
The ‘manufacture of pre-

pared animal feeds’ subgroup
has a weight of 0.35630 in the
WPI and includes five items —
gola & similar cattle feed; rice
bran extract; soya preparations
excluding oil; cotton seed oil
cake;andmustardoil cake.
In this sub-group, the high-

estinflation(36.28percent)was

recordedby‘ricebranextract’. It
was followed by ‘gola & similar
cattle feed’ (11.59 per cent) and
‘cotton seed oil cake’ (6.47 per
cent).Twootheritems,however,
recorded negative inflation —
soya preparations excluding oil
(-9.96percent)andmustardoil
cake (-25.09).
The level of fodder inflation

in November 2022 was — the
highestsinceJune2013,whenit
hit anall-timehighof 29.70per
cent.
Theupwardtrendsinfodder

andfeedinflationareincontrast
to softening of the overallWPI
inflation in recentmonths. The
overallWPI inflation has seen a
downward trend in recent
months, falling to 5.85 per cent
inNovember– the lowest in the
last21months—fodderinflation

hasbeenrising sinceDecember
2021, hovering over 20per cent
during the last10months.
In October, this year, The

IndianExpresshadreportedthat
fodder inflation had soared to a
nine-yearhigh—25.54percent
in August, causing hardship to
rural households. The issue of
fodderpriceshasalsoresonated
inParliament.OnDecember13,
Union Minister for Fisheries,
AnimalHusbandryandDairying
Parshottam Rupala had in-
formedLokSabhathatthecoun-
try is “deficit” in fodder.
“The ICAR- IndianGrassland

and Fodder Research Institute,
Jhansi has estimated that there
is deficit of 11.24% ,23.4% and
28.9%ingreenfodder,dryfodder
andconcentratesrespectively,in
thecountry,”Rupalahadsaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GANDHINAGAR,DECEMBER15

THEGUJARATBJP Thursdayde-
clared Shankar Chaudhary and
JethaBharwadas its candidates
for the posts of Speaker and
Deputy Speaker respectively in
the15thGujaratAssembly.
The election of the Speaker

andDeputySpeakerisscheduled
onDecember 20, a day after the
new Assembly convenes on
December19.Inastatement,state
BJPmediacell convenerYagnesh
Dave said the party has picked
Chaudhary andBharwad for the
twotoppostsintheAssembly.
TheBJPregisteredhistoryby

winning 156 of the total 182
seats in the recently concluded
Assemblyelections.WiththeBJP
havinganunprecedentedmajor-
ity,ChaudharyandBharwadare
set to be elected as the Speaker
and Deputy Speaker of the
Assembly.
On the first day of the

Assembly onDecember 19, the
newly electedMLAs are sched-
uled tobe administeredoathby
ProtemSpeakerYogeshPatel.
Chaudhary (52) has been

elected from the Tharad con-
stituency of Banaskantha after
defeating sitting CongressMLA
GulabsinhRajput. He is also the
chairman of Banas Dairy and
was the healthminister in the
AnandibenPatelgovernment. In
2017, Chaudhary had lost to
Congress'sGenibenThakorfrom
the Vav constituency of
Banaskanthadistrict.
Bharwad (72), another sen-

ior BJP legislator, was elected
fromtheShehraconstituencyof
Panchmahaldistrict.Hewasthe
Deputy Speaker in the 14th
GujaratAssemblyaswell.
In2012,bothChaudharyand

Bharwadhadlandedinacontro-
versy whenmedia reports al-
leged theywerewatching porn
insidetheGujaratAssembly.The
twowerelatergivenacleanchit
after a Forensic Science
Laboratory report.

MALAVIKAPRASAD
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

THE DELHI High Court on
Thursdayreservedjudgmenton
a batch of pleas challenging the
constitutional validity of the
Agnipathrecruitmentschemein
thearmedforces.
The court also reserved its

verdictonpleaspertainingtore-
cruitmentprocessesannounced
under certain previous adver-
tisements, which were put on
hold before the launch of the

Agnipathscheme.
A division bench of Chief

Justice Satish Chandra Sharma
and Justice Subramonium
Prasad asked the parties to file
their written submissions by
December 23 before the court
closes forwinterbreak.
On day three of the argu-

ments, Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati ap-
pearing for the Centre said the
decision to cancel the recruit-
mentprocesseswasnottakenin
2021. “It (Agnipath scheme) got
decided in June 2022 when it

was notified in a gazette,” Bhati
said. She said that the Union of
India hadnot chosen advertise-
mentsandthat tillMay31,2021
it tried its best to carry out re-
cruitmentwherever it could.
She also said the Agnipath

schemewasgoingtobringa“par-
adigm shift” in theway armed
forcespersonnelwere recruited.
“You are dealingwith a defence
policy.Alotofthingswehavesaid
orallyanda lotof thingswecan-
not say on affidavit because this
is concerning the nation's readi-
nessinwarfare,”Bhatisaid.

FODDERANDFEED INFLATION INNOVEMBER

Fodder 27.66

Manufacture of preparedanimal feeds 7.76

■Gola& similar Cattle Feed 11.59
■ RiceBranExtract 36.28
■ Soya preparations excluding oil -9.96
■ Cotton seed oil cake 6.47
■Mustard oil cake -25.09

A
llfiguresin

%

Delhi HC reserves order on pleas
challenging Agnipath scheme

STAMPEDEDEATHSATBJP BLANKETDISTRIBUTIONEVENT

Leaderof
Opposition
inBengal
Assembly
Suvendu
Adhikari

NewDelhi:TheSupremeCourton
Thursdaysaiditwillconsiderare-
quest toreferpetitionschalleng-
ingtheelectoralbondschemeto
a Constitution bench in January
nextyear.Abenchof JusticesBR
Gavai andVikramNath told ad-
vocate Prashant Bhushan, who
sought the reference, that a pre-
liminary hearingwould be re-
quiredforthat.
Bhushansaidthepleainvolves

“weighty issuesof public impor-
tance”andan“authoritativepro-
nouncement” is required. “What
isthepressingurgencythatithas
to be heard on the penultimate
daybefore vacation?” thebench
asked andposted thematter for
hearingnextmonth. ENS

Gujarat House: Chaudhary,
Bharwad are BJP picks for
Speaker, Dy Speaker posts

ShankarChaudhary
hasbeenelectedfrom
TharadAssembly
constituencyandJetha
BharwadfromShehra

SC to hear pleas
challenging
electoral bonds
scheme in Jan

Stay on FIRs against Suvendu: SC
declines, HC to hear Bengal plea

Fodder inflation rises
to 27.66% in November

New Delhi
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FROMTHECHAIR
RAJYA SABHA

“Iss disordermein
point of order
kahaan se utha
sakte hain? (How
will I raise the
point of order in
this disorder).”
HARIVANSH, DeputyChairman,
whenRJDMPProfManojKumar
Jha tried to raiseapointoforder
duringdisruptions.

LOKSABHA

“Mantri ji, the
atmosphere in
Kashmir has
improved.Many
flights go there.”
OMBIRLA, Speaker, to
CivilAviationMinister
JyotiradityaScindia

QUOTEOFTHEDAY

“I can’t take any
decision just
because I like it. I
need to take the
advice fromhigh
courts, district
collectors, state
administrations.”
NITINGADKARI,Ministerof
RoadTransport&Highways,on
developmentofnationalhighways

From The Gallery

Whatexactly isyour
suggestion?
Mysuggestionis thatcourts
areacontinuing
activity…There’sno
questionof courtsbeingon
vacation.This isacolonial
concept. Judgesandlawyers
cangoonvacations.

Whydoyoufeel theneed
forthischange?
Courtcanneverstop
functioningbecausepeople
havebail applicationsand
other important issues.
Nearly5crorecasesare
pending in India. Judicial
reformsshouldstart from
within…It’s like the
government,whichnever
stops functioning.This
(courts) isalsoa function,a
sovereign function,anda
sovereign functiondoesnot
goonvacation.

Inyourexperience,how
dolongvacationsaffect
deliveryof justice?
Outof 365days, the
SupremeCourtworks for
about210-215daysand
HighCourtswork for210
days. Inaddition,not in
Delhibut inotherHigh
Courts, youhavestrikesand
condolences, soat theend
of theday, theymaybe
working for180or200
days. If I canwork for300
days, thesystemcanwork
for300days, see the
amountof cases thatcanbe
disposedof.Half the time,
the judgesdon’tevengofor
avacationbecausehow
manytimeswillyougotoa

hill station?Theycangoon
vacationasper theirneed,
the institutionshouldkeep
functioning.

Howisthis issuehandled
inothercountries?
There isnoconceptof
vacations for thecourt in
othercountries.Thiswasa
concept that startedwith
British judgesas theyused
togobacktoEngland.They
don’thavevacations in
England,buthadthemin
India.

Doyouthinkitwillbe
acceptabletothecourt?
Andis itappropriate for
theLawMinister tomake
thissuggestiontothe
court?
It is thesentimentof the
nationandeverybody is
feelingtheneedfor reform.
We’renot takingawaytheir
facility,notsayingtheywill
notgetavacation.Theywill
get theirvacation forone
monthorwhatever
numberofdays isdecided.
There isnothingwrong if
theLawMinistermakes the
suggestion.Eventhe
ParliamentaryStanding
Committeecanmakethe
suggestion.This is inpublic
interest.

5QUESTIONS
CONGRESSMP VIVEK TANKHA SPEAKS TODAMINI NATH ABOUT
HIS SUGGESTION THAT COURTS SHOULDNOTHAVE VACATIONS

‘Sovereign function
doesn’t go on vacation’

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

THELOKSabhaonThursdaywit-
nessedanotherdayofOpposition
andrulingpartymembersslam-
mingeachother.AstheCongress
keptuptheissueofPLAtransgres-
sion inArunachal Pradesh, seek-
ingadiscussionontheincidentin
Tawangsectorandaskingwhythe
government is reluctant to show
its “redeyes” toChina,BJPmem-
bersbroughtupthehoochdeaths
inBihar'sSarandistrictandsought
immediate action against the
NitishKumargovernment.
The ruling party members

held the Bihar government re-
sponsible for the incident, in
which 26 deathswere officially
confirmed—whileoneBJPmem-
ber put the toll at 37, SaranMP
RajivPratapRudyclaimeditwas
upto52andmayincreasefurther.
Congress leader Adhir

RanjanChowdhurycitedtwore-
ports in The Indian Express to
pointoutthattheprobeintothe
recent cyberattack on some
servers of AIIMS-Delhi found
that IP addresses of two emails
of the hackers originated from
Hong Kong, and China's Henan

province. The other report re-
ferred to by Chowdhury said
India's imports fromChinahave
jumpedtoarecordhighoverthe
last30months.
“The reports on the main

pageofTheIndianExpresssaythe
cyberattackonAIIMSoriginated
from China.While China is at-
tackingusat theborder, instead
of showing it the 'red eye', this
government has let a steep rise
in trade...”hesaid.
“Wewonderwhat'stheinten-

tionofthisgovernment.Ourtrade
withtheUShasdroppedbuttrade
withChina,inwhichthatcountry
benefits,hasgoneup.WhenChina

isattackingandharmingus,why
shouldwehelpChina?Whenwill
you show the red eye to China,”
Chowdhuryasked,amidshoutsof
“shame, shame” from the
Oppositionbenches.
TheCongress leaderwasap-

parently referring to Prime
Minister NarendraModi’s 2014
remark on showing “laal ankh”
(redeyes)totheChineseoverre-
peatedtransgressionsattheLAC.
Backing Chowdhury, TMC's

SudipBandyopadhyayaskedthe
Chair when the government
would allow a debate on the is-
sue. Rajendra Agrwal, whowas
in the Chair, said the Business

Advisory Committeewill take a
decisionon it.
In ZeroHour, Sanjay Jaiswal,

BJPMPandtheparty'sBiharunit
president, said sale of spurious
liquor is flourishing inBiharbut
the CM is not taking any action.
Claiming that 37 people have
diedintheSaranhoochincident,
hesaid,“It isBihargovernment-
sponsoredmurderof37people.
Spurious liquor is supplied to
everyhousehold...withhelpand
protection of police in the state,
althoughprohibitionisinplace.”
“Morethan15suchincidents

have taken place so far, but he
(CM) says thosewho consume
liquor will die or go to jail," he
said. "I urge the Centre to take
cognizance of the (prevailing)
lawandordersituationandtake
immediate action against the
Bihargovernment.”
Referringtoadifferentissue,

BJPmember fromAurangabad
(Bihar), Sushil Kumar Singh,
called the Saran deaths a "mass
murder"andheldBihargovern-
ment responsible.
Rudy urged the Union

MinistryofHomeAffairs(MHA)
tosendaCentral team“without
any delay” to take stock of
thesituation.

Opp, BJPMPs raise heat over
Tawang, Bihar hooch deaths
Cong’sAdhircitesThe IndianExpress reportonprobe intorecentcyberattack
onAIIMS-Delhi serverspointing tohackers inHongKongandHenanprovince

FRIENDLY PITCH
Congress leader inLokSabhaAdhirRanjanChowdhurywith
BJPMPGautamGambhiratParliament.PremNathPandey

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

UNION HOUSING and Urban
Affairs Minister Hardeep Puri
Thursday said in the Lok Sabha
thatheisagainstthedemolition
of the dwellings of disadvan-
tagedandhomelesspeople,and
that there should be a humani-
tarianstreakwhiledealingwith
suchcases.
Respondingtoasupplemen-

taryquestionraisedbyCongress
MP Ravneet Singh Bittu over
demolitionsinhisJalandharcon-
stituency, Puri said he agreed
withthememberontheissue.“I
willjointhatsentiment,andIwill
appeal to everyone concerned
thatpeople—whoareplaced in
disadvantageous situations —
shouldbeprovidedrelief.”
Theminister said that in the

caseofthosewholosttheirhouses
inPunjab,therearepeopleoutside
the countrywho arewilling to
help.“Iwillendorsethatsentiment
that,whetherinanyclimaticcon-
dition,orinanypartof theyear—
whenitiscoldornotsocold—you
have no right to demolish the
housesofthosepeople.”
“Therearenormswhichhave

to be followed, and at the heart
ofthat,thereshouldbeahuman-
itarianstreakthatpeople—who
arewithoutashelter—shouldbe
providedshelter,ratherthande-
molishingwhatever their tem-
porary locations are — if that
word is usedandappropriate in
that incident— and then, send-
ingthemhundredsofkilometres
away,” theministersaid.
WhenOppositionMPsasked

himifhehasthesameviewabout
the demolition drive in other
statesalso,Purisaidheholdsthe
same view for everyone.When
Congress MP Karti P
Chidambaram asked if he held

thesameviewforthedemolition
happeninginUttarPradesh,Puri
said:“Ijoiniteverywhere..Well,I
amtalkingabout thosehumani-
tariansituations.Iamnotinapo-
sition to provide a guarantee on
behalfof thestateofTamilNadu.
Iamnotinapositiontodothat.If
someillegalactivity isbeingcar-
riedout inaparticularstate.”
Theministercouldnotcom-

pleteasSpeakerOmBirlaasked
himwhy hewas responding to
thequestionsfromothersrather
than those whowere called to
raisequestions.
On thequestiononschemes

for rehabilitation of homeless
people, Puri maintained that
“land and colonisation are state
subjects and it is essentially the
responsibility of the state gov-
ernment toprovide facilities for
homelesspeople.Hisownparty
colleague and former union
ministerPratapChandraSarangi
saidademarcationlinebetween
the Centre and states cannot be
drawn.“TheCentralgovernment
should urge the state govern-
ments todo their services.”
Speaker Birla asked Puri to

speaktostatestotrytocomeout
withaframeworksothathome-
less couldbehoused.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

THE ZERO Hour in the Rajya
Sabha saw noisy scenes as
OppositionMPs sought to raise
arangeof issues, includingwhat
they termed was the govern-
ment’s interference in appoint-
mentof judgesanditsmisuseof
Central agencies, leading to re-
peatedadjournments.
As the Zero Hour proceed-

ings began, Opposition MPs
shouted slogans and protested
in thewellof theHouse.
DeputyChairmanHarivansh

said he had received seven no-
ticesunderRule267,whichper-
tainsto requeststotheChairman
forsuspensionof listedbusiness
toraiseothersubjects.
The requests pertained to

“concernovergovernment’s at-
tempt to interfere in appoint-
mentinhigherjudiciary;misuse
ofCBI,EDandothergovernment
agencies;situationarisingoutof
farmers’ strike; and subversion

of democratic system and
threateningofelectoralprocess”,
Harivanshsaid.
Harivansh said Rajya Sabha

Chairman, Jagdeep Dhankhar,
had onDecember 8,while con-
sidering similar notices, ob-
served that the notices should
refer to the relevant rule that is
tobesuspended.
“In none of the notices re-

ceivedtoday, there isanyreflec-
tionastowhichruleissoughtto
be suspended,” Harivansh said
and asked theMPs to allow the
House toproceed.
ThenoticeswerefiledbyMPs

RaghavChadha,PramodTiwari,
Akhilesh Prasad Singh, Dr. L
Hanumanthaiah, Priyanka
Chaturvedi, JebiMatherHisham
andSyedNasirHussain.
TMCMPDerekO’ Brien said

the Chair had not accepted any
noticeunderRule267inthepast
six years and the last time such
anoticewasallowedwasin2016
on the topic of demonetisation
and it was not linked to any
other rule.

NewDelhi: PetroleumMinister
Hardeep Puri on Thursday put
the onus of reducing fuel prices
on the state governments, say-
ing they should reduce the
Value-AddedTax(VAT)onpetro-
leumproductsto“jointhemain-
streamcelebration”,evenasthe
Oppositionprotestedandstaged
awalkout in theLokSabha.
Responding to a question

asked by K. Muraleedharan, a
member from Kerala, on why
thepricesofpetroleumproducts
inIndiaarenotmaintainedorre-
duced correspondingwith the
internationalcrudeoilprice,Puri
said “for the last eightyears, the
increase has been the lowest
since1974”.
Expressingunhappinessover

his explanation, the Congress,
DMK, NCP and Left parties
walked out of the House. Sudip
Bandyopadhyay of the
Trinamool Congress also stood
upandregisteredhisprotestbe-
fore leading his MPs to stage
awalkout. ENS

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

THECENTREspentmorethanRs
3,700croreonadvertisementsin
thelastfiveyears,althoughthere
was no increase in spending on
advertising of its policies and
programmes,UnionI&BMinister
Anurag Thakur informed the
ParliamentonThursday.
According to awritten reply

tabled by Thakur in the Rajya
Sabha,thegovernment,through
the the Central Bureau of
Communication, spent over Rs
1,200croreonadvertisementsin
2017-18.
In2018-19,aheadofthe2019

general election, the govern-
mentincurredanexpenditureof
around Rs 1,100 crore. In 2019-
20, the government spent Rs
627.67 crore,while its spending
on publicity in 2020-21was Rs

349.09 crore, besides Rs 264.78
crore in2021-22.
In thecurrent fiscal, thegov-

ernment has spent Rs 154.07
crore on advertisements till
December9.
“As per the above data, ex-

penditureonadvertisementand
publicityhasnotincreasedinthe
lastfewyears,"Thakursaidinre-
sponsetoaquestionbyCongress

MP Syed Nasir Hussain, who
askedwhether thegovernment
was aware its spending on ad-
vertisement and publicity had
increasedmanifold in the last
fewyears.
In response to another ques-

tion posed by CPM MP from
Kerala, AARahim, onDecember
8, Thakur had said the CBC) re-
leases advertisements through
variousmedia platforms “keep-
inginviewthecampaignrequire-
ment, the budget of the cam-
paign,thetargetaudienceandthe
areaandpreferencesindicatedby
clientministries/departments”.
Rahimhas asked about “the

detailsoftheexpenditureincurred
bygovernmentonprint,television,
electronic andother formsof ad-
vertisingoverthelastfiveyearstill
date, year-wise and ministry-
wise”, besides theprocedure by
whichadvertisementsareallotted
tonewspapersandchannels.

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

THE MEMBERS of the
OppositionintheRajyaSabhaon
Thursday raised concern over
the issue of climate change and
askedthecentralgovernmentto
coordinate with all ministries,
agencies and private sector to
take remedial steps tomitigate
theeffectof globalwarming.
Senior DMK leader Tiruchi

Siva, CPI member P Sandosh
Kumar and Congress MP
Pramod Tiwari raised a short-
durationdiscussionintheUpper
HouseofParliamentontheseri-
ouseffectsof globalwarming.
Initiatingthediscussion,Siva

said, “What is loomingover our
head is very alarming and
threatening.Ifeelitisnotjustthe
responsibility of theUniongov-
ernment, but also of the states,
privatesector,civilsociety,your-
self,myself and everyone in the
country. We alone are not the
cause, the whole world is the
cause for it. But the effect upon
us ismore. Indiawillbe thesev-
enth country to be affected be-
causeof this climatechange.”
Siva said, “The target of the

union government is that by
2070, therewill be zero carbon
emission. It is around 50 years
fromnow. I amscared for 2040.
Whatwas the situation in2000
andwhat it is in 2020?We can
seethevariations.Thethreathas
increased.Thealarmbell isring-

ing like anything. I don't think
thatwecanwait for50years.”
The DMKmember said the

environment ministry has to
coordinate with other min-
istries such as agriculture, ur-
ban development and indus-
tries so that a “holistic
approach” is taken as activities

in each of these areas have a
consequence on the environ-
ment. “The emission of green-
house gases by 10 countries
amounts to two-thirds of the
wholeworld’semissionandwe
standatthethirdplace,”hesaid.
“China is at number one – it

emits10.6gigatonnes.Twoyears
ago, it was 9.8 gigatonnes and
now it is 10.6, United States
emits 4.7 gigatonnes and India
emits 2.8 gigatonnes. It is high
timeandwehavetothinkabout
it,”hesaid.
AmeeYajnikof theCongress

reiterated the need to enhance
India's usage of renewable and
clean energy and reduce de-
pendence on fossil fuels, while
increasing forest cover tomeet
thenetzero target set for2070.

Samajwadi Party MP Ram
GopalVermasuggestedthegov-
ernment start rationing petrol
anddiesel.
“People are using vehicles

even for travelling 100metres.
Someday some government
wouldneed to impose a restric-
tion that no more than this
amountof petrolwill begiven to
you in aday...Evenknowing that
thiswill lead to loss in elections,
but in the interest of the nation
suchmeasureswill need to be
taken,”hesaid.
Jawhar Sircar of the TMC

said: “WestBengal is avictimof
thisdelayedmonsoonlikemany
other states...This is an effect of
climatechangeandwebetterre-
alisethatweareallcontributing
to it,”hesaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

THE PROTOTYPE Fast Breeder
Reactor (FBR) at the Kalpakkam
nuclear power plant in Tamil
Naduis“nearlycomplete”,Union
Minister of State for Atomic
Energy Jitendra Singh told the
RajyaSabhaonThursday.
FBRsare special kindsof nu-

clearreactorsthatgeneratemore
atomic fuel than they consume
as theywork.
During Question Hour, Shiv

Sena MP Priyanka Chaturvedi
asked Singh about the progress
on the reactor, saying theMoS
hadinformedParliamentduring
the lastWinter Session that the
reactor will be completed by
October2022.
“Kalpakkamisoneoftheold-

est reactors.Wehave four units
and it is totally indigenous. The
reactorthatyouhavementioned
is nearly complete…If I might
add over here, only in the last
about eight-and-a-half years,
many of the units have been
made functional,”hesaid.

Elections costly,
holding at same
time will save
money: Rijiju
New Delhi: Elections have be-
come a “big budget affair” and
holding simultaneous polls to
Lok Sabha and state assemblies
would result in huge savings to
the exchequer, the government
saidonThursday.
LawMinisterKirenRijijusaid

theneed for simultaneouselec-
tionstoLokSabhaandlegislative
assemblieshasbeenfeltaspolls
have become “big budget affair
andexpensive”.
Inawrittenreplytoaquestion

in Rajya Sabha, he said the Law
Commission in its report on
Reforms in Electoral Laws had
suggestedsimultaneouselections
toLokSabhaandstateassemblies
for the sake of stability in gover-
nance. “Simultaneous elections
wouldresultinhugesavingtothe
public exchequer, avoidance of
replicationofeffortonpartofad-
ministrative and law and order
machinery in holding repeated
electionsandbringconsiderable
savings to political parties and
candidatesintheirelectioncam-
paigns,”Rijijusaid. PTI

Bumpy Zero Hour
in RS as Opp ruckus
forces adjournments

‘Scared for 2040’: MPs urge check on global warming

Thediscussionwas initiated
byDMK leaderTiruchiSiva
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The public grievanceswere received
between2020andNovember 2022on
CentralisedPublicGrievanceRedress
andMonitoringSystem orCPGRAMS.
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Source:UnionMoS JitendraSinghsaid inawritten reply inRS

I&BMinisterAnuragThakur
atParliament.PremNathPandey

Against demolition of houses
of homeless people, says Puri

Govt spent Rs 3,723 cr on ads
in 5 years, no increase: Thakur

UnionMinister forHousingandUrbanAffairsHardeep
SinghPuri speaks inLokSabhaonThursdayPTI

Opp walks out
over minister’s
fuel price reply

LOKSABHA

Proceedingsunderway intheLokSabhaonThursday. ANI

Kalpakkam fast
breeder reactor
nearly complete,
says minister

New Delhi
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INDIAonThursdaycarriedouta
successful night time flight test
ofthelong-rangesurface-to-sur-
face Nuclear Capable Ballistic
missile,Agni-5,newsagencyANI
reported. The test comes amid
increasedtensionwithChinafol-
lowing the recent clashes along
theLAC inArunachalPradesh.
The Strategic Forces

Command(SFC),whichoperates
the Agni-5, carried out the suc-
cessful test from APJ Abdul
Kalam Island off the coast of
Odisha.Thenuclearcapablemis-
sile, which uses a three-stage
solid fuelled engine, has been
developed by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO). SFC is a
key tri-services formation that
managesandadministersallthe
strategic assets and falls under
purview of the Nuclear
CommandAuthorityof India.
Quoting Defence Ministry

sources, ANI reported that the
testwas carried tovalidatenew
technologiesandequipmenton-
board the missile, which can
striketargetsatrangesofaround
5,000 to 5,500 kilometerswith
a very high degree of accuracy.
“The trial has proved the capa-
bility to enhance the range of
Agni-5 missiles, if required,”
newsagencyANIquoteddefence
sourcesas saying.
TheMinistry of Defence has

not released any statement re-
garding the test.
The last test conducted in

October 2021 was also con-
ductedatnight.Dayspriortothe
test, the Government of India
had issued a Notice to Airmen
NOTAM area warning for
December 15 and 16 of maxi-
mum length of 5,400 km start-
ing fromtheOdishacoast.
Agni-5hasbeensuccessfully

testedmultipletimessince2012.
At the time of the last test in
October 2021, the Ministry of

Defence had highlighted the
posture of ‘credible minimum
deterrence’ and ‘No First Use’
that are pivotal points of India's
nucleardoctrine, firstpublished
in2003.
The pointers from the doc-

trineare:Buildingandmaintain-
ing a credibleminimumdeter-
rent. Posture of 'No First Use',
meaning nuclearweaponswill
only be used in retaliation
against a nuclear attack on
Indian territory or on Indian
forcesanywhere.Thenuclearre-
taliation to a first strike will be
massive and designed to ‘inflict
unacceptabledamage’.
While the DRDOhas not of-

ficially declared, Agni-6 is also
said to be under development
withmuchlongerrangestarting
8000 km and has Multi
Independently Targetable
Re-entryVehicle carrying capa-
bilities.
The development of Agni

missilesstartedinearly1980un-
der Integrated GuidedMissile
Development Programme
spearheaded by Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam, the central figure in
India's missile and space pro-
grammes.

ON VIJAY DIWAS EVE
PresidentDroupadiMurmuwith(fromleft)Chief Justiceof IndiaDYChandrachud,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,Chief of
ArmyStaffGeneralManojPande,DefenceMinisterRajnathSinghandothersduringthe ‘AtHome’ receptionontheeveof
VijayDiwasatArmyHouse inNewDelhionThursday.ANI

YOSHITASINGH
UNITEDNATIONS,DECEMBER15

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar Thursday told the
UnitedNationsSecurityCouncil
(UNSC) that the “contemporary
epicentreof terrorism”remains
active as he lamented that evi-
dence-backed proposals to
blacklist terrorists are put on
holdwithout adequate reason,
in a veiled attack on China and
itsallyPakistan.
Jaishankar,whopresidedover

the ‘UNSC Briefing: Global
Counterterrorism Approach:
Challenges andWay Forward’,
describedterrorismasanexisten-
tial threattointernationalpeace.
“The threat of terrorism has

actually becomemore serious.
We have seen the expansion of
al-Qaeda, Da’esh, Boko Haram
and al-Shabab and their affili-
ates,"hesaidinhisaddresstothe

15-nationCouncil.
Jaishankar,speakinginhisna-

tionalcapacity,said:“Attheother
endofthespectrumare‘lonewolf'
attacksinspiredbyonlineradical-
isation and biases. But some-
whereinallofthis,wecannotfor-
getthatoldhabitsandestablished
networksarestillalive,especially
inSouthAsia. Thecontemporary
epicentre of terrorism remains

verymuchactive,whatevergloss
maybe applied tominimiseun-
pleasantrealities.”Hewasseenas
referringtoPakistan,whichisac-
cused by its neighbours of har-
bouring terrorists andproviding
havenstoterroristgroups.
Jaishankarstressedtheneed

of addressing double standards
incounteringterrorism,leading
toconcernsof politicisation.
“Uniformcriteriaarenotap-

plied to sanctioning and prose-
cuting terrorists. It would seem
sometimes that the ownership
of terrorism ismore important
thanitsactualperpetrationorits
consequences,”hesaid.
“We have seen protections

that come close to justification.
Then,thereareevidence-backed
proposals that are put on hold
withoutassigningadequaterea-
son. Conversely, there has even
been recourse to anonymity to
avoid taking ownership of un-
tenablecases,”headded. PTI

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

AMID A fresh spike of border
tension with China along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
Arunachal Pradesh, the Indian
Air Force, bolstered by its full
complement of Rafale combat
jets,onThursdaylaunchedama-
jor exercise covering the
Northeast region.
The two-daymega exercise

involves almost all its frontline
fighter jets and other assets de-
ployedintheregion,saidpeople
familiarwith thedrill.
In a tweet, the IAF said the

last of the 36 Rafale jets joined
the force. The IAF inducted the
Rafale aircraft into its 101
Squadron of the Eastern Air
Command at the Hasimara in
July last year. The first Rafale
squadronwith around18 jets is
based inAmbalaairbase.
"FEET DRY! 'The Pack is

Complete'. The lastof the36IAF
Rafales landed in India after a

quickenroutesipfromaUAEAir
Force tanker,” the IAFsaid.
Sources said the French-

manufacturedjetjoinedthesec-
ond Rafale squadron in
Hasimara, which increased its
strength to18aircraft.
They said the second

squadronofRafalejetswastobe
part of themega exercise along
with other key assets, such as
Sukhoi-30MKIaircraftunderthe
EasternAirCommand.
AnIAFofficialsaidtheexercise

wasplannedinadvanceandwas

notassociatedwithrecentdevel-
opmentsintheTawangsector.
OnMonday,theIndianArmy

said troops from the two sides
clashed along the LAC in the
Tawang sector and the face-off
led to “minor injuries to a few
personnel from both sides”.
DefenceMinisterRajnathSingh
on Tuesday told the Parliament
that the Indian troops bravely
thwarted the attempt by
Chinese PLA from“unilaterally”
changing the status in Yangtse
area of the Tawang sector and
therewere no fatalities or seri-
ous casualties to the Indian
troops in thescuffle.
All frontline air bases and

some key Advanced Landing
GroundsintheNortheastareset
to be involved in the exercise,
saidasource.
TheArmyandIAFhavebeen

maintaining a high state of op-
erational readiness along the
LAC in the Arunachal Pradesh
and the Sikkim sectors for over
twoyears following the eastern
Ladakhrow.

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU,DECEMBER15

INTHErun-up to theKarnataka
Assembly elections slated for
May next year, one of the key
questions doing the rounds in
statepoliticalcirclesisaboutthe
level of investment of veteran
BJPleaderandformerchiefmin-
isterBSYediyurappainthepolls
afterhavingbeenforcedtorelin-
quishtheCM'spostforBasavaraj
Bommai lastyear.
Some recent developments

in the BJP have reinforced the
perception that the79-year-old
Lingayat stalwart Yediyurappa
has continued to be upsetwith
the state of affairs in the ruling
partysincehewasoustedasthe
CMonaccountof theage factor.

Yediyurappawields consid-
erable influence over the
Lingayat community, which is
the largest caste group in
Karnataka.
Over theweek Yediyurappa

declaredhisplantoskiptheBJP's
major pre-election event, Vijay
Sankalp Yatra, in the Koppal re-
gioninvolvingtheparty'snational
president JPNadda, inwhatwas
widely seen as a sign of his “un-
happiness”with the BJP at both
thestateandnational levels.
It tookmuch persuasion by

seniorBJPleaders–includingthe
statepartyin-chargeArunSingh,
ameetingbetweenBommaiand
Amit Shah in Delhi, and a sepa-
ratemeetingbetweenShahand
Yediyurappa'ssonVijayendrain
Delhi on Wednesday – for
Yediyurappa to finally head to

Koppal on Thursday to attend
theparty's event.
ThesignsofYediyurappa'sre-

sentmentfirstemergedTuesday
when he announced that he
would not attend the Vijay

Sankalp Yatra event due to his
priorcommitments.Hisdeclara-
tionwasreportedlypromptedby
the party's invite for the event
downplayinghisname.
“IhavespokentoYediyurappa.

ItwasconfirmedonDecember12
thattheBJPnationalpresidentwill
beattendingtheeventatKoppal.
Inthisregard, Ihavemethim.He
hassaidhewillnotbeparticipat-
ing in theKoppal event. The rea-
son is that he has another pro-
gramme already,” BJP general
secretary N Ravikumar said
Tuesday after being sent as an
emissary to persuade
Yediyurappatoattendtheevent.
“There is no intention to

lower his dignity or standing in
theparty.Thedecisionhasbeen
takensuddenly tohave thepro-
gramme at Koppal. He has con-

veyed that he is not upset,”
Ravikumarclaimed.
OnWednesday the BJP gen-

eral secretaryhowever offered a
differentexplanation,sayingthat
therewere“somemistakesinthe
planning of the event” and that
Yediyurappaagreedtoattendthe
event. “He (Yediyurappa)will go
on a special flight to Koppal. All
theleaderswillattendtheevent,”
Ravikumarsaid.
On Thursday morning,

Yediyurappahimselfannounced
thathehadchangedhisplanand
would attend the BJP rallywith
Nadda. “Nadda is coming to
KoppalandIwillbeattendingthe
programme.EarlierIwasnotgo-
ing to attend the event due to
somereasons.Nowthereisasit-
uationwhereitisimperativethat
Iattendtheevent.So Iamgoing.

TheCMwillalsobeattendingthe
event. We will participate to-
gether. There arenodifferences
betweenus,”hesaid. “Theparty
hasnotneglectedme.Thereisno
truth in thematter. I amattend-
ingall thepartyprogrammes.”
Yediyurappa further said,

“There is no truth in rumours
that theBJP isattemptingto fin-
ish me off. Nobody can finish
anybody in politics. I have my
own strength. I have built the
partyandwillcontinuetodoso.”
According to BJP sources,

Yediyurappa's initialdecisionto
skip the Koppal rally was be-
cause of an “insignificantmen-
tion”ofhimintheparty'sofficial
invitation.“Itwasmadetoseem
thathewasjustanotherleader,”
sources said. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THEDELHIHighCourtThursday
reserved its order after former
Maharashtra chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray challenged
thedismissal of his plea against
the freezing of Shiva Sena’s
nameandelectionsymbol.
ABenchofChiefJusticeSatish

Chandra Sharma and Justice
SubramoniumPrasad,afterhear-
ing arguments of counsels for
both the parties, said, "Wewill
passappropriateorders."
Thackeray and Eknath

Shinde’s factionsapproachedthe
ElectionCommissionwith com-
peting claimson thepartyname
and thebowandarrowsymbol.

Thepanel,inan
interim order
on October 8,
restrainedboth
factions from
usingthename
andsymbol.
On

November15,
a single-judge
bench of
JusticeSanjeev
Narula dis-
missed

Thackeray'spleaanddirected the
ECItodecidetheissueinan“expe-
ditiousmanner”.Thecourtalsoob-
served that expeditiousdisposal
wouldbeintheinterestofthepar-
ties aswell as the public, noting
thattherewasno“interdict”onthe
matter by the SC. The judge said
thattheobjectiononmaintainabil-
ityofthepetitionwillbeexamined
bytheEConitsownmeritswhile
reachingafinaldecision.
Senior advocate Kapil Sibal,

appearingforThackeray,submit-
ted that the ECdidnot hear him
whilepassingthefreezingofsym-
bolorder.Hesubmittedthatasin-
gle judge couldnot have passed
anordermakingobservationson
howtheECshouldproceed.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBER15

VETERAN CPI(M) leader P K
Gurudasanhas long livedoutof
rentedpremisesprovidedbyhis
party.OnThursday,the87-year-
old, who has served as amem-
ber of the Central Committee,
movedintoahouseofhisown—
constructed with a some help
fromtheparty.
The1,700sqft,two-bedroom

house at Karette in
Thiruvananthapuram district
was constructed by the Kollam
districtcommitteeoftheCPI(M).
ItmobilisedRs35lakhfromsen-
iormembersacross thedistrict.
It was built on 10 cents of

landownedbyhiswife,CLilly.
A prominent leader of the

CITU, the CPI(M) trade union
wing,Gurudasanhadbeenaleg-
islatorfor10yearsandhadserved

as excise and labourminister in
the government led by V S
Achuthanandan from 2006 to
2011.While serving aspartydis-
trict secretary in Kollam for 25
years, Gurudasan had lived in a
rentedhousenearthepartyoffice.
“Itisadayofhappiness.Party

work is not tomakemoney, but
for carrying forward work. A
housecanbebuiltonlywithone's
ownwealth. As I don’t have that
kindofmoney, theKollamcom-
mitteehasconstructedthehouse
forme.IneverfeltIshouldowna
house.Ihavelivedinmanyrented
houses, barring the time Iwas a
minister,when I lived in an offi-
cialresidence,”hetoldthemedia.
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

OFFERYOUCAN’TREFUSE
ASQUESTIONSwereaskedfromhistwoministries—Housing
and Urban Affairs, and Petroleum and Natural Gases — in
Parliament,UnionministerHardeepPurionThursday invited
MPstohisofficeforacupofcoffeeorteatogetmoredetails.So,
when TDPmember JayadevGalla asked Puri about themin-
istry'smovetostopworkonthemasterplanforAmaravatiasthe
capital of Andhra Pradesh, Puri said the questionwas “far re-
moved”fromwhathehadcomepreparedforbutsaidhewould
behappy to invite him for a cupof tea or coffee and sit down
withhim.AsCongressleaderAdhirRanjanChowdhurychipped
in to ask, “Sir, coffee or high tea?”, pat came Puri’s reply:
“Whateveryouprefer,anddependingonthetimeoftheday.If
you like to comea little (late) in the evening,we canorganise
that,too.”TheresponseseemedtohavecheeredtheOpposition
benches,withmembersthumpingdesksinappreciation.

BIG SHOW
THECONGRESS,itseems,iskeenthatitstopleadershipisinDelhi
when the Bharat Jodo Yatra enters the national capital on
December24.ThepartyhasconvenedameetingofallAICCgen-
eral secretaries, leaders in charge of different states, state
CongresspresidentsandCLPleadersonDecember23toreview
preparationsofthe“haathsehaathjodo(joinhands)”campaign
tobelaunchedasafollow-uptotheyatra.Themeetingwillen-
surethatchiefministersofthethreeCongress-governedstates,
party'sstateunitchiefsandAICCoffice-bearersareinDelhiaday
before. The yatra is scheduled to enterDelhi fromFaridabad,
Haryana,onDecember24.Once inDelhi, theplan is towalk to
Rajghat.Theyatrawillthentakeabreakuntil January2or3.

KNOW YOUR SUMMIT
WITH INDIA assuming the G20 Presidency, the Lok Sabha
Secretariat has planned a series of sensitisation sessions on
the issue for theMPs. The sessions, to be organised in a hy-
brid mode — both online and offline —will be held from
December 19-21. This comes days after Prime Minister
NarendraModiheldanall-partymeetingandavideoconfer-
encewiththechiefministersandgovernorsearlierthismonth.

CongresschiefMallikarjunKhargehostsparty’sHimachal
unitpresidentPratibhaSingh,CMSukhvinderSinghSukhu,
anddeputyCMMukeshAgnihotri inNewDelhi.Anil Sharma

AMILBHATNAGAR
SHIMLA,DECEMBER15

HimachalPradeshChiefMinister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
Thursdaysaidhisministerswill
be inducted only after a Vidhan
Sabha session, which will be
convenedsoon.
“The Cabinetwill be formed

soon and youwill be informed
accordingly. TheCabinetwill be
formed after the Vidhan Sabha
session,” Sukhusaid inDelhi.
TheHimachalCM,alongwith

Deputy CMMukesh Agnihotri,
state party chief Pratibha Singh
andnewMLAs,wastalkingtore-
porters aftermeeting AICC chef
Mallikarjun Kharge at his resi-
dence. AICC in-charge of state
RajeevShuklawasalsopresent.
Themeeting comes even as

some legislators have started
reachingouttocentralleadership
tosecureaCabinetberth.Sukhu
caninduct10moreministers.
The legislatorsmetKhargea

dayafter Sukhuarrived inDelhi
and heldmeetings with senior
Congress leaders.

Cabinet will be inducted
after House session: Sukhu

MEDIUMTO
Intercontinentalversions
ofAgnimissiles systems
1to5havevarying
ranges, starting from700
kmforAgni-1 to5000
kmandabove forAgni-5.
In June lastyear,DRDO
hadsuccessfully tested
AgniP, a canisterised
missilewith rangecapa-
bilitybetween1,000and
2,000km. Agni-6 isalso
said tobeunderdevelop-
mentwitha rangestart-
ing8000km.
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Agni-5 ballistic
missile test-fired
successfully

IAF carries out mega exercise
in NE; gets last of 36 Rafale jets

Delhi HC
reserves order
on Thackeray
challenge to
plea dismissal

SENANAME,SYMBOL

The lastof the36Rafale jets
joinedtheAirForce inthe
drill. File

Out in the cold, BSY flip-flop on BJP event signals chill before polls

BJPchief JPNadda,BSYediyurappa,CMBasavarajBommai
andstateBJPchiefNalinKumarKateel inKoppalThursday.PTI

ATUNSC, INDIAATTACKSPAKISTANANDCHINA

UPTO5,500KMRANGE

After decades, CPM
veteran gets a house
with help from party

PK
Gurudasan
hasbeena
legislator for
10years

UN: India has declared its
candidature fornon-perma-
nentmembership of theUN
SecurityCouncilfor2028-29,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said Thursday.
India on December 1 as-
sumedthemonthly rotating
UNSC Presidency. “We have
declaredourcandidature for
our next tenure at the
Security Council for 2028-
29,” Jaishankar said. India,
whose 2021-2022 term on
the Council ends December
31, has been at the forefront
ofeffortscallingforurgentre-
formof theUNSC,whichhas
remaineddivisive in dealing
withcurrentchallenges.PTI

INDIA ANNOUNCES
UNSCCANDIDATURE
FOR2028-29

Contemporary epicentre of
terror still active: Jaishankar

ExternalAffairsMinister
S Jaishankarwith Indian
officialsat theUN.PTI

Former
Maharashtra
CMUddhav
Thackeray

New Delhi



Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II,,MaheshBhagal S/OHari Singh
Dhangar, R/oNaglaKhadiya,
Davli, Agra, Uttar Pradesh-
283105, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asMaheshDhangar.

0070817767-1

II,,MANJULADOBHAL, D/o
RATNESHBHATT,W/o
BHAGWATI PRASADDOBHAL,
R/oB-10/7015, VasantKunj,
Delhi-110070 have changedmy
name to MANJULADOVAL.
MANJULADOBHALand
MANJULADOVALareoneand
sameperson. 0040645268-1

II,, DevKumar S/OKuldeep
Kumar, R/o 1509, RKPuram
Sector-5, PuramSect-5, South
WestDelhi- 110022, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasDev
KumarBista. 0070817769-1

II,, ChadeepKumarRamS/oShivji
RamR/oE-205, Jai Vihar Phase-
1, Najafgarh, Delhi-110043 have
changedmyname to
ChandeepKumar.

0070817759-1

II,, BIJOYHUI S/OSHRI PARITOSH
HUIR/oB-141, Panchsheel
Vihar,MalviyaNagar, New
Delh-110017declared thatmy
abovementionednamewith
father’s namewronglywritten
inmydriving licenseasBIJOY
HULS/OSHRI PARITOSHHUL. It
needs correctionaccording to
myaffidavit. 0040645282-1

II,, AsgarAli S/OBhulla Ram,R/o
HouseNo- 72, AkashNagar,
Thanesar, Kurukshetra,
Haryana- 136118, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasAsgar
Malik. 0070817762-1

II,, AnshuW/oKishoreKumarR/o
B-561, GalaxyNorthAvenue-2
GaurCity-02, Sector-16, Greater
NoidaU.P. have changedmy
name toAnshuDhuria for all
futurepurposes.

0070817747-1

II ZahidaParveenD/oMohd. Taqi
W/oNawabuddinAnsari R/oA-
337, Gali No.9,Wazirabad
Village, Burari,Delhi-110084
have changedmyname to
Zahida for all purposes.

0040645261-8

II VineethV, S/oBVenugopalan,
R/o 145/404 SekhonVihar,
Palam,Delhi-110010have
changedmyname toVineethV
Nair 0070817800-1

II Suneel Kumar Jain S/OLate Sh
J.R JainR/O25/6-B,Gali no 16,
VishwasNagarDelhi-110032 in
somedocuments namewas
writtenas Sunil Jain, Sunil
Kumar, Sunil Kumar Jain but
actual andcorrect name is
Suneel Kumar Jain andsame
will beused for all future
purposes 0040645263-1

II Sachin S/O,NarenderR/oA-17,
RajeevNagar, Begumpur,
Delhi-110086have changedmy
name toSachinAtra for all
purposes. 0040645297-1

II RamkalaD/oPatramR/o
Sarkari School KePass,
Kinkaraliya, Rawatsar, Kikralia,
Hanumangarh, Naulakhi,
Rajasthan-335523, have
changedmyname toSiddhika

0070817785-1

II Rahul S/oSh. BalwanR/o
998/19, RailwayStation, Hansi,
Hisar, Haryana-125033have
changedmyname toRahul
Sain for all purposes.

0040645261-6

II Prabhakar SinghS/o LateMata
PrasadSinghR/o 100, Sarai
Damu, Lucknow,Amaniganj,
Uttar Pradesh-227205, have
changedmyname to Lakhan
Singh 0070817790-1

II PardeepKumar S/oShri
BhagwanSharmaR/oPlot
No.11, KhasraNo. 56/11/1,
VinobaEnclave, A-1 Block,
CRPFCamp, Bahadurgarh
Road, JharodaKalan, South
WestDelhi-110072. I have
changedmynamespelling to
“PradeepKumar”.

0040645270-1

II,,SSuunniill S/OPremSinghR/O,WZ-
75, Nangli Jalib B-1, Janakpuri
Delhi-110058have changedmy
name toSunil Girsa.

0040645332-6

II NishikeshS/oGaneshPradhan
R/oSatyaNiwas, Ganesh
Market, Sher-A-PunjabChowk,
Jamshedpur, Adityapur,
Seraikela-Kharsawan,
Jharkhand-831013, have
changedmyname toNishikesh
Pradhan 0070817789-1

IIMahendraSinghS/oHarbans
Singh, R/o L-11 ground floor
Sriniwaspuri NewDelhi-110065
have changedmyname from
Mahinder Singh

0070817768-1

II KarandeepSinghKhuranaS/O
Inderpal SinghKhuranaR/oH.
No. 168, Sector 37, Faridabad,
Haryana- 121003have changed
myname toKarandeepSingh
for all futurepurposes.

0070817765-1

II GajaNandS/o LalaRamR/o
H.No-169/1,Mohalla - Sarai
Dusran, Near - GandhiHigh
School,WardNo-23, Nalapur,
Narnaul, Diss -Mahendragarh,
Haryana-123001, have changed
myname toSahil Aryan

0070817803-1

II,,MMaannpprreeeett Singh,S/o-Parmjit
Singh,R/o-QuarterNo.-B-
10,Ground-Floor,Mangol
Puri,PoliceQuarter,Type-
2,Delhi-110083,inmy10th-class
marksheetmy father name is
wrongly-mentionedas
Paramjeet Singhbut his
correct-name is Parmjit Singh.

0040645345-4

II ChetanS/oSh.Hari KishanR/o
H.No.72, Punjabi Colony,
Narela, NorthWestDelhi, Delhi-
110040have changedmyname
toChetanArora for all
purposes. 0040645261-5

II Avninder SinghS/O,Avtar
SinghSiyanR/oWz-48/3, Gali
No.8, KrishnaPark Extn., Tilak
Nagar, Delhi-110018have
changedmyname toAvninder
SinghSiyan for all purposes.

0040645313-1

II Ashish Jain S/oSh. Rajendra
JainR/o FlatNo.003, Tower 7,
Emaar Imperial Garden,
Sector-102, Dhankot(49),
Gurgaon,Haryana-122505have
changed thenameofmyminor
daughter fromSeeia Jain to
Seeyaa Jain for all purposes.

0040645261-7

II AnupamKumarS/OHarsh
NarayanLal R/OB52 Flat no 7
Gali no 9HindonVihar Sector
49NoidaUttar Pradesh 201301
has changedmyname to
AnupamKumarSrivastava.

0070817758-1

II Aarti Saini D/oMadanPal Saini
andW/oMukeshKamboj R/o
H.No-54, Gali No-3,Maharana
PratapColony, Chutmalpur,
Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh-
247662, have changedmyname
toAarti Kamboj

0070817784-1

I,SubhashChand Jindal Alias S
C Jindal Alias Subhash
Jindal,S/ORamKishanR/O
GreenViewAppartment,C-16,
Sector-9,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,changedmyname to
SubhashChand.

0040645332-4

I,Smt.SashiW/o,No.10315307Y
HAVBirendraKumar Sharma
R/o,A-508, Jaitpur Ext.Part-
1,Jaitpur,Delhi-44,have
changedmyname toShashi
Sharmavide-affidavit
dt.15.12.22,before.Delhi.

0040645332-7

I,SanjanaD/O-SanjayR/O,D-
1/8,2nd floorOppvasantVihar
ClubNewDelhi-110057have
changedmyname toSanjana
Mahiwal,for all future
purposes. 0040645331-2

I,Navjot Kaur,D/o-Parmjit
Singh,R/o-Quarter.No.B-
10,GroundFloor,Mangol
Puri,PoliceQuarter Type-
2,Delhi-110083,inmy10th-class
marksheetmy father name is
wrongly-mentionedas
Paramjeet Singhbut his
correct-name is Parmjit Singh.

0040645345-5

I,HarsharanKaurRayatW/O-
Rajender SinghR/O.H-
95,KaramPura,Delhi-
110015,have changedmyname
toHarsharan
Kaur,D.O.B.21/01/1968.

0040645345-2

I,AnnuDeviW/OSatbir Yadav
R/OC-747,NewFriendsColony
NewDelhi-110025, have
changedmyname toAnima
Toppo,for all purpose.

0040645331-3

I, Nayana Chandrakala, spouse of
Yerusu Siva Kumar Reddy R/o
SMQ- 17/11, Vayusenabad, New
Delhi- 110062 have changed my
Name from Nayana Chandrakala
to Yerusu Chandrakala vide
Affidavit dated 14 Dec 2022 before
Office of SDM Kalkaji.

0050209745-1

IIOrmataKumari D/o Jugal
Kishor R/o Jhardi Johari,Ward
No-01, Teetanwar, Jhunjhunun,
Rajasthan-333012, have
changedmyname to Lakshika

0070817786-1

I , Desh Raj S/o-Shyam Lal R/o H
No-337, Double Storey Quater ,
Kabool Nagar Shahdara Delhi -
110032 Have Changed My Name
Desh Raj Thukral, For All
Purposes. 0050209763-1

IItt is for general information that
I,MANJUDEVIW/oVinod
Kumar residingat 64A, Sukhbir
Nagar karalaDelhi-110081
declare that nameofminehas
beenwronglywrittenas
MANJU inher 10thmark sheet
Certificate. Theactual nameof
mine isMANJUDEVIwhichmay
beamendedaccordingly.

0070817756-1

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasRajiv Kumar
JhaaliasRajeevKumar Jha
aliasRajeev Jha,S/oSh.Chun
Chun Jha,R/oGali.No.7,Milan
Vihar,Near-Pusta,Village-
Jagatpur,Burari, North-
Delhi,Delhi-110084,have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasRajeev
Jha. 0040645332-8

II,,VViijjaayyKumar S/o LatePrem
Dutt R/o 13/233, GeetaColony,
Delhi-110031, have changedmy
name toVijayDureja.

0040645339-8

II,,TTaarraannjjeeeett Singh
Makkar,R/O.108, Gujranwala
Town,Part -2,Delhi-
110009,inform thatmy-minor
SonAveerMakkar&Aveer
SinghMakkar is oneand the
sameperson. 0040645332-3

II,,TTRRIIPPAATTII AGGARWALW/OLALIT
KUMAR JINDAL,R/O
B3/12,F/F,MIANWALI
NAGAR,PASCHIMVIHAR,DELHI-
110087. CHANGEDMYNAMETO
TRIPTI JINDAL.

0040645339-3

II,,SSuukkhhbbiirriiW/o,No.2951394HAV
Lt. Birbal SinghR/o,H/no.-
128,Gali.No.-1,D-Block East
Gokalpur,Amar
Colony,Delhi,have changed
my,name toSukhbiri Devi Vide-
affidavit 15.12.22, before.Delhi.

0040645350-6

I,Sneha,W/o-Sukhvinder
Singh,R/oH.No.6/C,Hari Nagar
Extension,Jaitpur
Badarpur,NewDelhi-
110044,have changedmy
name,fromSaneha to Sneha,for
all,futurepurposes.

0040645350-5

II,,SSaannjjaayyKumar Shrivastava,S/o
Girjashankar Shrivastava,
R/o,H.No. 2895H,Laxman-Vihar
Phase2, Gurgaon(HR.)
122001,have changedmyname
toSanjayShrivastava,for all
purposes. 0040645337-5

II,,SSOONNUUSAINI,S/ORAM
KUMAR,R/OHOUSE.
NO.451,RAILWAYCROSSING
ROAD,BHORGHARH,NORTH
WESTDELHI,DELHI-
110040,have changedmyname
toSONU,for all,futurepurpose.

0040645337-8

II,,SSAARRAA,,DD//OODINESHDAHIYA
R/O.HOUSE.NO.2, ARYA-NAGAR
ASSANDHROAD,PANIPAT
HARYANA-132103.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOSARA
DAHIYA. 0040645337-1

II,,RReennuukkaaW/oSandeepKumar
R/oD927, ChawlaColony,
Ballabgarh,Faridabadhave
changedmyname toRenuka
Kumari. 0040645331-6

II,,RRaammChand,S/oDeepChand
R/oH.no. 30, ShyamColony,
Ballabgarh,Faridabadhave
changedmyname toRam
Chandi. 0040645331-7

II,,RRaajjiinnddeerr Kakkar,S/O-Ved
PrakashKakkar,R/O-D-
86,Anand-Vihar,Delhi-
110092,HaveChangedMy-
MinorDaughter
Saianshi(Aged-12Years)Name
AndSheShall Hereafter Be
KnownAsSaianshi Kakkar.

0040645331-5

II,,RRaacchhnnaaGupta,W/oPiyush
Gupta,R/o-222Pkt-C-4,Sector-
6,Rohini Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toRachna
Grover. 0040645350-3

II,,RRIISSHHII PAL,S/OSRI CHANDSAINI
R/OHNO.215,NEAR
TRANSFARMER,KUSHAK
HIRANKI,ALIPUR,DELHI-
110036.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETORISHIPALSAINI.

0040645337-2

II,,RREEEETTAAKUMARI,wife of,Bibek
Kumar
Singh,Presently,residing
at,SMQNo.137/09,OldPinto
Park,Air-Force Station,
Palam,Delhi Cantt.,NewDelhi-
110010,have changedmyname
fromREETAKUMARI toREETA
SINGH,vide-affidavit date-15-
12-22,BEFORENOTARYNEW-
DELHI. 0040645343-10

II,,PPuujjaa YadavaW/oParamvir
Yadav,R/oVillage
Manethi,District-Rewari
(Haryana)-123102,have
changedmyname toPooja
Yadav,for all Purposes.

0040645337-4

II,,PPrriiyyaannkkaa,,W/o,Saurabh
KhandelwalD/o,Bharat
BhushanWadhwa, R/o,2K-
35,NIT-Faridabad,HR,India,-
121001,have changedmyname
fromPriyanka toPriyanka
Wadhwa,for all Purposes.

0040645331-10

II,,PPaayyaall D/oAshokKumar,R/oA-
370,First Floor, Flat.No.1,
Kh.No.262,Chhattarpur
Enclave,Chhattarpur,New
Delhi-110074,have changedmy
name toPayalGoyal,
permanently. 0040645339-5

II,,PPaarrmmooddKumar,R/O-Village&
POBijwaraTeh-Baraut,District-
Baghpat,PIN-
250345(U.P.)declare that name
my-sonSubhamJangid
wrongly-writenasSubham
Jangid inmyservice-records
theactual nameofmy
ShubhamJangid
respectively,whichmay
amendedaccordingly.

0040645337-9

II,,PPRRAATTEEEEKK
VASHISTHA,RESIDING
AT,395/5,DEFENCEOFFICERS-
ENCLAVE
WEST,CHANAKYAPURI,NEW
DELHI-110021,HAVECHANGED
MY-MINORDAUGHTER’S
NAME,FROMANIKAVASHISTH
TOANIKAVASHISTHA,VIDE-
AFFIDAVIT,DATED-
15/12/22,BEFORENOTARY,
NEW-DELHI. 0040645343-9

II,,NNoo..TTJJ--66557755LL SubSokender
Singh,Unit-124 INFBN (TA)
Sikh,R/o 56APO,S/oShri Ran
Singh,Gali.No.2,Shiv-Vihar,
Baraut,Dist.-Baghpat,(U.P.),
Pin-250611,have changedmy
nameSokendraSingh,for
all,purposes.

0040645337-10

II,,MMoohhmmaaddYasen,S/oBundu
Khan,R/oB-14/71,Gali Number-
13,Subhash-ViharNorth
Ghonda,GarhiMendu,Delhi-
110053,have changedmyname
toMohdYaseen.

0040645339-1

II,,MMoohhddQasimSiddiqui
S/o.MohdZakiruddin,
R/o.1551,Chitli Qabar Jama
Masjid,Delhi 110006,have
changedmyname,fromMohd
QasimSiddiqui toMohd
Qasim,permanently.

0040645331-4

II,,MMeeeennaakksshhii Tyagi,W/ONaveen
Tyagi,R/O-H.No.
755/132,KhasraNo.185,
Burari,Delhi-110084,have
changedmyname toVedika
Tyagi. 0040645345-1

II,,MMaannddeeeepp,,SS//ooGhanshyam
Dass,R/oS-261E ,3rd-Floor
School,BlockShakarpurDelhi-
110092,have changedmyname
toMandeepVerma.

0040645339-4

II,,AAnniittaaVijayKumarW/oVijay
DurejaR/o 13/233, Geeta
Colony, Delhi-110031, have
changedmyname toAnita
Dureja. 0040645339-7

II,,AAaarruusshh,,SS//oo-- Sunil Address-D-
64,DharamPuri Ravi-Nagar
ExtnwestDelhi-
110018,Changedmyname to
AarushPrajapati.

0040645350-1

II,,AAaakkaarrsshhiitt VijayKumar S/o
VijayDurejaR/o 13/233,Geeta
Colony,Delhi-110031, have
changedmyname toAakarshit
Dureja. 0040645339-6

II,,MMaammttaa,,WW//oo,,NNoo..22888899996655XX
ExHAVUgaraj SinghR/o,RZ-
269,FlatNo.B-4,Gali.no.4,East-
Sagarpur, NangalRaya,Delhi-
46,have changedmyname to
MamtaRathore vide-affidavit
15.12.22,before.Delhi.

0040645350-7

II,,MMAANNJJUUW/ONAVEEN
MITTAL,R/oB-37,NEWGUPTA
COLONY,DELHI-110009,have
changedmyname toMANJU
RANI,for all,futurepurposes.

0040645332-5

II,,KKaavviittaa SinghRajput,W/o-
Wajid,R/oH.No.3/29,Gali.No-
7,MurtiWali Gali,Near By
Lakshmi-NarayanMandir,J-
Extension, Laxmi-Nagar,East
Delhi-110092,have changedmy
name,fromKavita SinghRajput
toAaisha,for all,future
purposes

0040645350-4

II,,MMoohhdd.. ShahrukhS/o
ZaheeruddinAzmiR/o,L-2/3F,
Block-L, Abul Fazal-Enclave-I,
Jamia-Nagar, Okhla, New
Delhi-110025,have changedmy
name toMohd. ShahrukhAzmi.

0040645339-9

II,,KKaannwwaarrjjeeeett SinghAttrish S/o
Satvir Singh,R/oAtali,
Ballabgarh,Faridabadhave
changedmyname to
Kanwarjeet SIngh.

0040645331-9

II,,KKUUMMAARRII SONI, D/O.ANIL
KUMAR,ADD- 246, RAJNAGAR
PALAMCOLONYPALAM
VILLAGESOUTHDELHI-
110045,changedmyname to
SONI,for all futurePurposes.

0040645332-2

II,,HHaarrpprreeeett SinghS/o Jasvinder
SinghR/o-333-334
Bhai,ParmanandColonyDelhi-
110009,have changedmyname
toHarpreet SinghSahni,for all
purposes.

0040645350-2

II,,HHaarrii OmS/O.RamNiwas
Aggarwal,R/O. 167,AryaSamaj
road,UttamNagar,NewDelhi-
110059, have changedmyname
toHariOmAggarwal,for all
purposes. 0040645331-1

II,,GGIIAANNKAURW/o-YASHWANT
KUMAR JASSAL,R/o-1343-
C,GALI.NO-13, GOVINDPURI,
KALKAJI,DELHI-110019,have
changedmyname toGAIN
KAUR JASSAL,for all,future
purposes 0040645353-4

II,,DDiivvyyaaD/O-JitenderKumar,R/O
HouseNumber-186,Near
Park,SainGali,Tigi Pur,Delhi-
110036,HaveChangedmy
Name toDivyaSain.

0040645332-1

II,,DDhhiirraajj Prakashchand
Alwani,S/oPrakashchand
VersiramAlwani,R/o FlatNo.R-
033, Indiabulls CentrumPark,
Sec-
103,Daultabad,Gurgaon(HR.)ha
ve changedmyname toDhiraj
PrakashAlwani.

0040645337-6

II,,DDHHEEEERRAAJJ SINGHCHAUHAN
S/O-NARENDERSINGH
CHAUHANR/O-HOUSE.NO. 122,
DISPENSARYGALI, RITHALA-
VILLAGE,DELHI-110085,have
changedmyname toDHEERAJ
KUMAR. 0040645337-3

II,,DDEEVVEESSHH,,SS//OONEKRAM
SINGH,R/OD-13A,BEGUM
VIHAR,BEGUMPUR,DELHI-
110086.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETODEVESHKUMAR,FOR
ALLPURPOSES.

0040645339-2

II,,BBrriijjllaall S/o-Janki Dass,R/o Janki
Kutir Company
Bagh,Bharawas-Road,Rewari,
Haryana-123401,have changed
myname toBrij Lal Goyal,for all
purposes. 0040645337-7

II,,BBrriijj Bhushan, S/oGianChand
R/o FlatNo.28/B-1,PktO,
DilshadGarden,Delhi,have
changedmyname toBrij
BhushanKakkar.

0040645331-8

II,,BBAASSEEEETTKUMARS/ORAMDIN
PRASADR/OB-204,SECTOR-25,
ROHINI,DELHI-110085.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
VASHISTHPRASAD.

0040645332-9

II,,AArruunn Jain S/o,Mahender
Jain,R/o-ZP-52,Second-
Floor,Gopal
Mandir,Pitampura,Delhi-
110034,thatmy-father’s name
hasbeenwrongly-writtenas
Mahender Singh inmy
Passport-No.K-3271252.Butmy-
father’s correct name is
Mahender Jain.

0040645339-10

II,,AArrcchhiieeGupta,D/o-LalitMohan
Gupta,R/o-H.No.R-1/34,Raj
Nagar,Ghaziabad,U.P.-
201002,changemyname,from
ArchiMahendru toArchie
Gupta and in future,Iwill
KnownasArchie gupta,for all
purposes. 0040645345-3

II,,AASSHHIISSHHKUMAR JHAS/O
SANJAY JHAR/OHNO.19,THIRD-
FLOOR, BLOCK-E,POCKET-1,
SECTOR-16,ROHINI,DELHI-
110085.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOASHISHKUMAR.

0040645332-10

II,,ManoramaD/ORadheShyam
Puri, R/o 47/41, Hatia ParkKe
Pass, KanpurNagar, Uttar
Pradesh- 208001. have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasManoramaVohra.

0070817760-1

II,, PRAVEENW/OKHALID
HUSSAINR/oGramDhankot
TehGurgaonDistt. Gurgaon
Haryana-122505have changed
myname fromPRAVEEN to
PARVEEN

0070817796-1

II,, RAKESHBIHARIMITTAL s/o
MADHOPRASADMITTAL r/oB-
1/12, RAJASTHALI Apartments,
nearMadhubanChowk, Pitam
Pura, Delhi-110034have
changedmyname toRAKESH
BEHARIMITTAL

0040645266-1

II,, VijayBhalla S/oKrishnaSingh
Bhalla R/o 172, Sec-15A,Noida,
UPhave changedmyname to
VijayBahadurBhalla for all
purposes.

0070817754-1

II,, SukhdeoSinghRawat, R/OE-
303, PANOasis Society, Sector-
70, NOIDA-201301, have
changedmywife’s name from
URVASHI SAXENA to URVASHI
RAWAT for all purposes.

0040645276-1

II,, Shashwat S/oSomendra
Shankar Tiwari R/oC1502,
PrateekWisteria, Sector-77,
Noidahave changedmyname
toShashwat Tiwari.

0070817753-1

II,, SHAVETAWADHAWANW/O
RONITPANJWANI R/OC-15
NETAJI ROADADARSHNAGAR
DELHI 11003, HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOSHWETA
PANJWANI FORALLPURPOSES
0040645269-1

II,, RiyaD/oRajinder R/o 153-C
DDAFlats Shahpurjat, Delhi-
110049 have changedmy
name toRiyaBatra for all
purposes.

0070817749-1

II,, Ravi Kumar S/O JatanSingh,
R/oDumiyana, Dumyana (56),
Panipat, Atula, Haryana-
132113, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownasRaveeRajput.

0070817763-1

II,, RankNo.TJ-5626F, Sub. Govind
SinghS/oShri RatanSingh
ShekhawatR/oVillage
Badagav, Tehsil Bansur, Bilali,
Alwar, Rajasthan-301024,
Confirm that inmyService
recordsmysonnamehasbeen
wronglywrittemasVIRSINGH
SHEKHAWAT insteadofVIR
SINGHSHEKHAWAT.Correct
nameofmySon isVIR SINGH
SHEKHAWATandCorrectDate
of Birth is 11.09.2009.

0070817778-1

II,, RankNo.TJ-5626F, Sub. Govind
SinghS/oShri RatanSingh
ShekhawatR/oVillage
Badagav, Tehsil Bansur, Bilali,
Alwar, Rajasthan-301024,
Confirm that inmyService
recordsmymother namehas
beenwronglywrittenas
ACHRAJDEVI insteadof
ECHARAJDEVI. Correct name
ofmymother is ECHARAJDEVI
andCorrectDate of Birth is
01.01.1950.

0070817774-1

II,, RankNo.TJ-5626F, Sub. Govind
SinghS/oShri RatanSingh
ShekhawatR/oVillage
Badagav, Tehsil Bansur, Bilali,
Alwar, Rajasthan-301024,
Confirm that inmyService
recordsmy father namehas
beenwronglywrittemas
RATANSINGH insteadof
RATANSINGHSHEKHAWAT.
Correct nameofmyFather is
RATANSINGHSHEKHAWATand
CorrectDateof Birth is
01.01.1945

0070817776-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
THROUGH THIS PUBLIC NOTICE AT LARGE IS
HEREBY INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT KRISHNA
JUNEJA W/O SURENDER JUNEJA,R/O 235
GROUND FLOOR TAGORE PARK MODEL TOWN 1
DELHI 110009, SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
ANY ACT, DEED AND LOAN TAKEN BY HER
HUSBAND SURENDER JUNEJA S/O MOHENDER
SINGH, R/O F 7 SINGLE STOREY VIJAY NAGAR
DELHI ON THEIR MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES IN PAST,PRESENT AND FUTURE
FROM ANY BANK/FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
/NBFC/ANY PERSON.AS MY CLIENT IS LIVING
SEPERATELY FROM HIM FROM LAST TWO
YEARS BECAUSE OF HIS DISRESPECTFUL AS
WELL AS CRUEL BEHAVIOUR SO WHOMSOEVER
DEAL OR GIVE ANY SECURED/UNSECURED
LOAN OR GIVEN ANY LOAN TO HER HUSBAND
WILL BE DOING SO AT HIS OWN RISK AND
RESPONSIBILTY.MY CLIENT WILL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ACT,DEED AND THINGS
WHATEVER DONE BY HIM WITH ANY BODY HE
HAVE NO RIGHT TO DEAL/SELL/ MORTAGAGE
THE PROPERTIES OF MY CLIENT OR CREATE
ANY THIRD PARTY INTEREST ON MY CLIENT AND
CANT TAKE ANY LOAN AGAINST THE
PROPERTIES OF MY CLIENT.

Sd/-
ASHISH SHARMA

ADVOCATE
Enrl. No.-D/16/02

Chamber NO. 618, Lawyers Chamber,
Rohini Court, Delhi-110085

Àff½fÊªfd³fIY Àfc̈ f³ff
¸fZSe ¸fbUd¢I »f ßfe¸f°fe ÀfÔ°fû¿f QZUe ´f}e ÀU0 ßfe
WbIb ¸f¨f³Q d³fUfÀfe JÀfSf ³fÔq 1338, ¦f»fe ¦fbø õfSf,
¦ffÔU - ´fÔþf¶f JûS, CØfS ´fd›¸f, dQ»»fe - 81 ³fZ A´f³fZ
´fbÂf Qe´fI I üdVfI EUÔ CÀfI e ´f}e ³fe°fc ´f}e Qe´fI
I üdVfI I û CÀfIZ Qb½¹fÊUWfS, ¶fQ¨f»f³fe, Àf¸ffdþI
A·fQi°ff U ´fc¯fÊ°f¹ff Ad³f¹fd³Âf°f Wû³fZ IZ I fS¯f A´f³fe
Àf¸fÀ°f ¨f»f A¨f»f Àf¸´fdØf EUÔ dSV°fû ÀfZ ¶fZQJ»f I S
dQ¹ff W`Ü A¶f Qe´fI ¹ff CÀfI e ´f}e I f ¨f»f A¨f»f
Àf¸´fdØf ¸fZÔ I ûBÊ Ad²fI fS ³fWeÔ Wû¦ff AüS ¸fZSe ¸fbUd¢I »f
U CÀfI f LûMf »fOÞI f C³fIZ I f¹fûÊ, »fZ³f-QZ³f ¹ff
»fOÞfBÊ-Óf¦fOÞû IZ dþ¸¸fZQfS ³ff Wû¦fZ Ü

WXÀ°ff./-
³fUe³f IYüdVfIY (EOXUûIZYMX)
¨f`q ³fÔq 20, U`ÀMX³fÊ dUÔ¦f,
°feÀf WXþfSXe IYûMXÊ, dQ»»fe

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for the information of general
public that my clients Smt. Shakun W/o
Sh. Satnam Singh AND Sh. Satnam
Singh S/o Late Sh. Kishan Singh Both
R/o M-5&6, M-Block, Hari Nagar, Clock
Tower, New Delhi-110064 have disowned
and disinherited their son Sh. Gurmeet
Singh, his wife Ms. Manpreet Kaur and
their minor children namely Master
Gurkirat Singh and Miss Harnoor Kaur, all
r/o CB-91-D, 3rd Floor, DDA Flats, Hari
Nagar, New Delhi-110064 in all manners,
as Sh. Gurmeet Singh, his wife Ms.
Manpreet Kaur are disloyal, disobedient
and cruel in nature towards them and
their other family members. Henceforth,
they shall have no right, claim, interest or
concern over all movable and immovable
properties of my clients in any manner
whatsoever. My clients shall not be held
responsible for any of their acts and/ or
deeds in any manner whatsoever.

Sd/- VARUN RAJPAL
Enri. No. D/1385/2012 ADVOCATE

915, Second Floor,
Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-110009

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform to the public at large, that our
client SMT. GUDDI DEVI is the owner of
Built-up Property bearing No.K-II/557, area
measuring 23 Sq. Yds., in KHASRA NO.990,
situated at K/II-BLOCK, SANGAM VIHAR,
VILLAGE DEVLI, NEW DELHI-110080 (all
movable and immovable Property) and she has
Disowned and Disinherited her elder son namely
SHRI AMIT KUMAR GAUTAM for her
misconduct and alleged threat to her life.

This is further clarified that SHRI AMIT
KUMAR GAUTAM & his family will not
participate in her funeral rites in the event of her
demise and also shall not inherit any of her
Properties, whatsoever.

Sd/- SACHIN KAUSHIK (Advocate)
Office at M-52-A, Basement, Malviya

Nagar, New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
On behalf of my client Naintara
Sharma D/o Sh. K.L. Sharma, R/o
H.No. EG-2/2, M.G. Road, Near Guru
Dronacharya Metro Station, Garden
Estate Phase-III, DLFQE Gurugram,
Haryana-122002 and Romila Oconnor
W/o Neo Nicholas Oconnor, EG-3/6,
Garden Estate, MG Road,
Sikanderpur Ghosi (68), Gurugram,
Haryana-122002, it is informed to the
general public that laminated original
Agreement to Sell dated 28.06.1991
executed by Sh. Swaran Singh S/o
Late Sh. Inder Singh in favour of
Naintara Sharma and Romila Oconnor
duly notarized in respect of property
bearing no. B-159, area measuring
335.2 sq. yds. situated at Okhla
Industrial Area Phase-1, New Delhi.
The said property has been
mortgaged with the SBI, if any
person(s) will have any objections
then he/ she/ they shall contact
Branch Manager, SBI SME Branch,
Nehru Place, New Delhi within 7 days
from the date of published the said
public notice

Sd/- MEENU SHARMA
ADVOCATE

PUBLIC NOTICE
That Sh. Rajender S/o Sh. Har Lal
R/o H.No. 261, Harijan Mohalla,
Village Sannoth, Delhi-110040 is my
client and he wish to disown his son
Sh. Rahul, S/o Sh. Rajender for his
bad behavior and misconduct.
He has forbidden and ousted his son
from owning any moveable or
immovable property, and anyone
interacting with him does so at their
own risk and he or his estate will
have no effect/liability of the act of
his son. Anyone having any dealing
with Sh. Rahul shall do at their own
risk as my client will not be
responsible for the act of his son.

Sd/- ABHISHEK GUPTA
ADVOCATE

ERN. NO. D/4443/2015
Chamber No. 428-429, Civil Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client, Managing Committee
of Kali Masjid/Badi Masjid, Hauz
Rani, Malviya Nagar, N.D.-17 is
declaring/informing public at large
that 179 Village Hauz Rani,
Malviya Nagar, N.D. is HUZRA/
Part of the said Masjid. Any person
dealing with property No. 179,
Hauz Rani Malviya Nagar, ND-17
is illegal and he will be sole
responsible for legal action.

Sd/-M.S. Khan (Advocate)
Chamber No. 507, Saket Court,

New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Santosh Kapoor W/o Late L.C.
Kapoor R/o A- 90, Ganesh Nagar, Delhi,
do hereby severe all her relations and
debar her daughter Sonu Bakshi W/o
Sanjeev Bakshi R/o F-46, Jeevan Park,
Uttam Nagar, Delhi-110059 from all her
moveable and immoveable properties
as she forced her mother to transfer her
property on fraudulent basis due to her
bad behavior. Anyone dealing with her,
will do at his own risk and responsibility,
my client will not be responsible for her
any acts and deeds.

Sd/-
S.S. BAGGA

Advocate
CH.NO.1412, LAWYERS CHAMBER

BLOCK, ROHINI COURTS, DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to the general public at
large in continuation with My Clients
earlier Public Notice dated on
29-November-2020 published in
Jansatta (Hindi Daily News Paper).
My clients Mrs. Zubeda Begum W/o
Sh. Shamim Ahmed and Sh. Shamim
Ahmed S/o Sh. Rashid Khan, R/o
C-11/198, C-Block, Yamuna Vihar,
Garhi Mendu, North East Delhi, Delhi-
110053 again inform to the Public at
large that they have severed all their
relations with their son namely Mohd
Khalid (DOB 15-06-1993) since long
time. If any act done by him, he will be
solely responsible for all his acts and
deeds in any manner whatsoever
thereof.
If any Person deals with him, he will
be entirely responsible at his own risk
and my clients have no connection
and will not be responsible for the acts
in any manner whatsoever done by
him towards anyone.
Dated: 10-Dec-2022

Sd/- (ABINASH KUMAR Adv)
Chamber Number: 621, Patiala

House Courts, New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client Suresh
Kumar S/o Late Sh. Rattan Singh R/O
251, Munirka Village, New Delhi, has
debarred his son namely Vikram Tokas
and daughter-in-law namely Manisha
from all his moveable and immovable
properties situated anywhere in India
and has served all relations with them as
they are not under my control and are
misbehaving with me and his other
family members. My above said client
and his family members shall not be
responsible and liable for any act,
dealing, transaction, commission or
omissions of the above said persons.

Gaurav Tokas (Advocate)
Ch.No.409 Saket Courts

New Delhi-17

II,, (Vijay LaxmiW/oChaman
Bhatti R/oC-6/115, Yamuna
Vihar, Delhi-53) have lostmy
original Allotment Letter,
Possession Latter andother
paper’swhich is registered in
thenameofOmPrakash
Gupta S/0 JaneshwarDass. If
anyone foundplease contact

0070817761-1

II,,Manoj KumarTejanS/o
RameshChandR/oG-250Preet
Vihar, nearNirmanVihar,
Metro Station, Delhi-92 have
lostmyallotment letter Sr.-
1640/22-01-1998, Possession
letter Sr-3475/24-02-1998,
Information Letter 7779/28-01-
1997 ofmyH.no-2C/176,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, FIR
having LRNo-1081138/2022
dated-14/12/2022, If found
contact- 0070817791-1

I, Harneel S/oRNMalhotraR/ o
Flat no 113, Block-C, Pocket-12,
Sector-5, Rohini, Janta Flats
have lostmyAll property
papers of Flat no Flat no 113,
Block-C, Pocket-12, Sector-5,
Rohini Delhi. Findermay
please contact#9212740170

0040645387-
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ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

TWOMONTHS after theWorld
Health Organization (WHO)
raised an alert on four India-
manufacturedsyrups,thecoun-
try’s apex drug regulator has
written to the intergovernmen-
talbodyandstated that itmade
a “premature deduction…re-
garding the cause of death” of
the children, and that all its fur-
ther communications were a
“reaffirmationofthisdeduction,
without waiting for independ-
entverification”.
TheWHOmedical alert in

Octoberlinkedfoursyrupsman-
ufactured by Haryana-based
Maiden Pharmaceuticals —
Promethazine Oral Solution,
Kofexmalin Baby Cough Syrup,
Makoff Baby Cough Syrup and
MagripNColdSyrup—withthe
deathof70childrenduetoAcute
Kidney Injury in theGambia.
Intheletter(datedDecember

13)toDrRogerioGaspar,Director
(RegulationandPrequalification),
WHO,DrugControllerGeneralof
India (DCGI), Dr V G Somani,
pointedout that theWHOback-
tracked from its initial commit-
ment of providing granular de-
tails by stating that the
responsibilityofestablishingthe
causal link between the deaths
andsyrups lieswith thecountry
in question— the Gambia. The
letternotedthatthestatementis-
sued by WHO adversely im-
pactedtheimageof India’sphar-
maceuticalproducts andcaused
irreparabledamagetothesupply
chain “over an assumption that
hasnotbeensubstantiatedbythe
WHOoritspartnersonground”.
Citingmediareports,thelet-

ter also stated that the Gambia
hassaidthatnodirectcausal re-
lationship has been established

between the deaths and the
cough syrups,with someof the
children not even having con-
sumedthesyrups inquestion.
Withno information shared

byWHOortheGambia,thedrug
controller wrote, “we believe
WHO would now allow the
technical committee…to arrive
at the conclusion based on the
facts and evidence available”.
After the alert was raised, the
Union HealthMinistry had set
upa four-member expert panel
toreviewthedatasentbyWHO,
whichhassincesoughtdetailsof
initial signs and symptoms,
treatmentoffered,investigations
done, and clinical presentation
after consumptionof syrups.
Thistechnicalcommittee,the

lettermentioned,hasmetseveral
times, sought information from
theWHOatleastthrice,butnever
receivedanydata.
Inwhatappears tobeaclean

chitforthemanufacturer,Somani
in the letter stated that an inde-
pendent investigation byDCGI
foundthatthecontrolsamples—
samplesfromthesamebatchex-
portedtotheGambiamaintained
by the company for quality con-
trolpurposes—didnotcontaindi-
ethyleneglycolorethyleneglycol.
Thedrugregulatoralsotested

thepropyleneglycolandglycerine
—bothusedassolventsinmanu-
facturingof syrups—available at
themanufacturing facility at the
timeof inspectionandfoundthat
theydidnot contain di-ethylene
glycol or ethyleneglycol over the
permissiblelimit,theletterstated.
The propylene glycol had been
sourced from a South Korean
companyand theglycerine from
AdaniWilmar via aDelhi-based
firm. The solventswere thought
tobethemostlikelysourceofdi-
ethyleneglycolorethyleneglycol
contamination,which is known
tocauseacutekidneyinjury.

SANTOSHSINGH
MASRAKH(SARAN),DEC15

ASSARANdistrictrecoversfrom
grief after 26 hooch-related
deathswerereported—officially
— since Tuesday night from
threeblocks,theadministration
on Thursday decided to form a
special investigation team (SIT)
to crack the state’s biggest
tragedy involving alleged con-
sumption of spurious country
liquorsinceprohibitionwasim-
posed inApril 2016.
Unofficially, the figure is 39,

with28deaths reportedonly in
Mashrakh,underMarhaurasub-
division.
The deaths took place be-

tweenTuesdayandThursdayat
Masrakh and Isuapur and
Amnour blocks of Saran — the
spurious country liquorwas al-
legedly sold from the same
tanker inall theseareas.
Local residents said since

several bodies are cremated
without a postmortem— fami-
lies often do not inform police
and get an autopsy conducted
underpressure fromthe“liquor
mafia”—andtheadministration
does not count those as hooch
deaths.AtBahraulipanchayatof
Masrakh, which reported 12
deaths, mukhiya (village head)
AjitKumarSinghexplainedwhy
cremation is often done with
sendingabodyforautopsy:fear.
“Bodies of three people —
Chandeshwar Sah, Dudhnath
Tiwari and Anil Thakur—were
crematedwithoutpostmortem,”
hesaid. “We liveunder tremen-
dous fear of the liquor mafia;
their agentsareeverywhere...”
Superintendent of Police,

Saran, Santosh Kumar said four
suspectshavebeenarrestedand
an SIT has been set up to probe
thematter.
Confirming26deaths,Saran

districtmagistrateRajeshMeena
said: “Postmortemof 17people
have been done so far.We have
prima facie founddereliction of
dutyonpartofMarhaurasub-di-
visional police officer Indrajit
Baitha and recommended de-
partmental action against him,
asalsohis transfer.Masrakhpo-

lice station in-charge Ritesh
Kumar Mishra and thana
chowkidar Vikesh Tiwari have
beensuspended.”
TheDMalso said, “Wehave

conducted intensive raids across
thedistrictinthelast48hoursand
nabbed126hooch traders.More
than 4,000 litres of illicit liquor
havealsobeenseized,”hesaid.
Outside the state Assembly

in Patna, Chief Minister Nitish
Kumartoldreporters, “Strictac-
tion is being taken in Chhapra
(Saran) case.”
Nitishalso said, “I havebeen

warningpeopleagainstdrinking
spuriousliquorbyrepeatingthat
piyoge tohmaroge (if you drink,
youwilldie).ButIwanttoknow
ifpeoplewerenotdyingbecause
of drinking spurious liquor be-
foreprohibition.”
Hitting back, Sushil Kumar

Modi, BJP Rajya SabhaMP and
Nitish’s former deputy before
he split from NDA, said that
croresof peopledrink liquor in
the country, and should all of
themdie.Modi toldPTI, “Nitish
Kumar imposed prohibition.
So, it ishis responsibility toen-
sure that it is successful. The
entire government machinery
isworkingonthisone issueand
still cannotdo it.”
TheBJP leaderalsosaid, “We

(BJP) arenot in favourof ending
it (prohibition).”
At Bahrauli, Phulmati Devi

lost her two sons to the tragedy
— Kamlesh Sah (40) and Suraj
Sah(25).The“youngerboy”,she
said, worked at a factory in
Gujarat’s Surat and had stayed
back after coming home for
Chhath festival inOctober.
Amravati Devi’s husband,

ChandeshwarSah(60),whowas
“declareddeadonarrivalatalo-
calhospitalonWednesday”,was
cremated without a post-
mortem due to “pressure from
someneighbours”, shesaid.
Asked about the supply

channel, village head Ajit Singh
said: "Countrymade liquor is
notbrewedlocally.Theyareusu-
allybrought fromUPin tankers,
andliquorpouchesaredropped
at different locations.” Local
suppliers, he said, make the
last-miledelivery.

AMNOUR

Patna

CHHAPRA

ISUAPUR

MASRAKH

Gandak
River

DEATHS IN TIMESOFPROHIBITION

30 (approx) hooch
tragedies since

prohibition enforced
in 2016

300hooch-related
deaths so far in

Bihar sinceApril 2016

3.5 lakh:
cases registered
byBihar Police

sinceProhibition
imposed

4 lakh:
arrestsmade
so far

40,000:
accused
lodged in jail

LESSTHAN5%
conviction rate,with
police unable to prove
most cases

JULY2022
In huge embarrassment
for state govt, PatnaHigh
Court acquitted all
13 people after Gopalganj
court had convicted them
inMarch2021

CMsaysyouwilldieifyoudrink;BJP’s
SushilModisaysNitish’sresponsibility
tomakeprohibitionasuccess

SANTOSHSINGH
SARAN/PATNA,DECEMBER15

ADAY after leaving Bihar Chief
MinisterNitishKumarenragedin
theAssemblybydemandinghis
apologytofamiliesofSaranhooch
victims—andinreturnbeingtold,
“chupraho(keepquiet)”—Leader
of Opposition Vijay Kumar on
Thursday led a 30-member BJP
delegation toMasrakh, where
mostofthehooch-relateddeaths
were reported from. Sinha has
been leading BJP’s offensive
againstthe“failureofprohibition”
inandoutsidetheAssembly.
OnThursday, theBJPkeptup

the heat on the government by
disrupting House proceeding
withitsdemandfortheCM’sapol-
ogy for not keeping decorumof
Parliamentarybehaviourwiththe

Leader of Opposition. In turn,
Nitish told reporters outside the
Assembly, “Aren't there cases of
hooch tragedies in BJP-ruled
states?Didn't hoochdeaths take
placeinBiharbeforeprohibition?”

Deputy CMTejashwi Prasad
Yadav asked: “Didn't hooch
tragediestakeplacewhenBJPwas
partofthegovernmentwithNitish
Kumar?Severalhoochcaseswere
reported in the last one year.

Wherewerethey(BJP)then?"
Tejashwiwas referring to20

or so hooch incidents reported
over the last one year fromEast
Champaran,West Champaran,
Gopalganj, Nalanda, Saran, and
Nawadadistricts. Inmost cases,
itwas consumptionof spurious
countryliquorthatledtodeaths.
Askedwhy BJP did not lead

any such delegation to sites of
hooch deaths in the past, BJP
spokesperson andnational gen-
eral secretary its OBCMorcha,
NikhilAnand,said:“Asanally,we
couldnothaveattacked thegov-
ernment directly. Butwewere
nevercomfortablewiththeman-
nerprohibitionwasbeingimple-
mented.Ourstateunitpresident,
SanjayJaiswal,hadoftenaskedfor
its (prohibitionpolicy's) revision,
especially findingways to check
inter-stateliquorsmuggling.”

>>PhulmatiDevigrieves thedeathofher twosonsat
Bahraulivillageof SaranonThursday. SantoshSingh

Chandigarh, New Delhi: The
Punjabgovernmentwillsoonin-
troduce a country liquor having
40 per cent alcohol content as a
“healthy substitute” for illegally
brewed homemade liquor as a
measuretopreventsaleofhooch,
especially in rural areas, the
Supreme Court was informed
Thursday.Themovetomanufac-
ture and sell the light country
liquor is part of the Punjab gov-
ernment’snewexcisepolicy.
“This liquor is going to be a

healthy substitute for illegally
brewed homemade liquor. The
fieldofficershavebeenentrusted
with the task of giving their re-
quirement of 40degree country
liquorbasedongroundinputsso
thatthesamecanbemadeavail-
ableinillicitliquorproneareasin
nearfuture,"readanaffidavitfiled
by the state excise and taxation
departmentinthetopcourt.
The SCbenchof JusticesMR

Shah and C T Ravikumar was
hearing a plea arising out of a
September 2020 order of the
PunjabandHaryanaHCthathad
disposed of a petition seeking
transferofsomeFIRsregisteredin
Punjabinrelationtodistillationof
spuriousliquor, itssaleandinter-
statesmugglingtotheCBI. ENS

VANDANAKALRA
KOCHI, DECEMBER15

AFTER THE Kochi-Muziris
Biennalewas postponed hours
beforeitwastoopenforthepub-
lic on December 12, it was not
justvisitorswhoweredistressed
butalsoparticipatingartists.
While organisers cited “or-

ganisational challenges, com-
poundedbyexternalfactors”for
thelast-minutepostponement-
- from a delay in gaining access
tothemainvenuetoshortageof
staff -- several participants feel
the announcement could have
beenmadeearlier.
“Iwas really excited to show

myworkandinteractwithview-

ersbut itwon'tbepossibletobe
here so close to Christmas, as it
now opens on December 23,”
said French artist Massinissa
Selmani.Likesomeotherpartic-
ipants, he did not attend the in-
augural ceremony attended by
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan onDecember 12. “Why
shouldwego?Thebiennalehas-
n'topened,” Selmaniasks.
Scheduled to take place in

2020, this editionof thebiennale
waspostponed twicedue to the
pandemic. This time, the satellite
exhibitions,invitationprojectsand
Students' Biennalehaveopened,
but themainbiennale venues --
AspinwallHouse, PepperHouse
and Anand Warehouse -- will
opentogetherlater.

“Whathashappenedis terri-
ble and is an organisational re-
sponsibility,itwasnotthefaultof
the curator,” says Bose
Krishnamachari, president of
Kochi Biennale Foundation. He
addsthattillitstartedrainingover
theweekend, the organisers be-
lieved that most of the works
wouldbeupbyDecember12.
“We have been wanting to

startwork formonths but there
was a huge delay in getting the
main venue, Aspinwall House.
TheKeralagovernmenthasbeen
negotiatingtoacquireitfromDLF,
whichownsapartofit,andthose
talksweregoingon.Wefinallygot
the venue onNovember 4, but
gained only partial access ini-
tially... a lot of repairwork could

not be done or roomsprepared,
and theworks could not be in-
stalled.Whenitrainedandwere-

alised that therewere leaks,we
had topush it backby10days as
wefeltthatwasarealisticdateto

open as fully as possible,” says
Krishnamachari.
Delhi-based Asim Waqif,

whose installation“Improvise” is
one of the outdoor projects at
AspinwallHouse,describeswork-
ing for thisbiennaleasoneof his
most “frustrating”experiences. “I
couldanticipatethree-fourmonths
backthatthereweregoingtobese-
riousproblems,”hesays.
Waqif recallshowhehadap-

proachedthebiennaleteamforas-
sistanceforgroundresearchforhis
installationthatusesbamboo,coir
andpandanusleaves,andwasin-
formedtherewasastaffshortage.
“Everything has been delayed,
frommyon-site visit earlier this
year,tothetimewhenbambooar-
rived inFortKochi formetostart

work. I amyet to sign a contract
withthebiennaleandhaven’tre-
ceivedmyartistfee,”hesays.
AccordingtoKrishnamachari,

organisationalchangeswerealso
madeinrecentmonths,andnew
trustees appointed closer to the
opening date. Several problems
ofthebiennalearealsotiedtoits
financial troubles.
“Thefundsduringthisedition

are better than other years.We
havegovernmentfunding,private
patronsandsponsorsbutthetotal
funds garnered aren't sufficient
andwehope tickets sales and a
charityauctionmayhelpfurther.
Also, the fundsneed to comeon
time... The biennale can't accept
foreign funding either,wedon't
haveFCRA(clearance),”hesays.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday granted bail to one of
the convicts in theGodhra train
burning case in which 59 per-
sonswere charred to death in-
side a coach of Sabarmati
ExpressonFebruary27,2002.
A bench of Chief Justice of

India D Y Chandrachud and
JusticePSNarasimhanotedthat
theconvict,Faruq,whowassen-
tencedtolifeimprisonment,had
spent17years injailandhisrole
was thatof a “stonepelter”.
“Theapplicanthassoughtbail

on the ground that he has been
in custody since 2004 and has
undergone imprisonment for
about 17 years. In view of the
facts and circumstances of the
caseandtheroleattributedtothe
applicant,wedirecttheapplicant
tobegrantedbailsubjecttosuch
terms and conditions asmaybe
imposed by the sessions court,”
thebenchsaid in itsorder.
Opposing the convict's plea

forbail,SolicitorGeneralTushar
Mehta, appearing for Gujarat,
said his act was not merely of
“stone pelting” and that it pre-
ventedpeoplefromescapingthe
burningcoach.
Terming it “one of themost

heinous offences”, the SG said,
“Heinstigatedtheothers,pelted
stones and injured the passen-
gers. Under normal circum-
stances,peltingofstonesmaybe
alessgraveofanoffence,butthis
isdifferent.”
InMarch this year, the court

had granted six-month interim
bail to another convict in the
case, takingnoteof hisplea that
hiswifewas suffering from ter-
minal cancer and therewas no
one to look after his daughters
whowerementally challenged.
Later,thecourtextendedthepe-
riod of interim bail until March
31,2023on thesametermsand
conditions.

ARTISTS SAY LAST-MINUTE POSTPONEMENT HAS LEFT THEM IN THE LURCH

Staff crunch, venue delay: Kochi Biennale scrambles to get its act together

The10thanniversaryofKochi-MuzirisBiennalewas
inauguratedbyPinarayiVijayan,others. Instagram/@kochibiennale

Toll at least 26: Struck by biggest hooch
tragedy since liquor ban, Bihar formsSIT

‘WELIVEUNDERTREMENDOUSFEAROFLIQUORMAFIA...THEIRAGENTSAREEVERYWHERE’

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON,DECEMBER15

NIRAVMODI, the fugitive dia-
mondmerchantwanted in India
tostandtrialonfraudandmoney
launderingcharges, onThursday
sufferedanothersetbackinhisle-
gal battle against his extradition
astheHighCourtheredeniedhim
permission to appeal against the
moveintheUKSupremeCourt.
In a judgment order pro-

nounced at the Royal Courts of
Justice in London, Lord Justice
JeremyStuart-SmithandJustice
Robert Jay ruled that “the
Appellant's (NiravModi) appli-
cation for permission to appeal
totheSupremeCourtisrefused”.

In a rulingdelivered speedily
withinjustoveraweekoftheUK's
CrownProsecutionService (CPS)
submittingitsresponsetothe51-
year-old diamantaire's permis-
sion toappeal applicationonbe-
halfoftheIndiangovernment,the
judgesalsoruledthatthe“certifi-
cationofapointoflawberefused”
thatwouldhaveallowedhisplea
toprogresstothehighercourt.
An appeal on the grounds of

a point of law of general public

importance is a high threshold
thatisnotmetveryoftenandthis
refusalsignificantlylimitsModi's
remaininglegaloptionsintheUK
againstextraditionto India.
ThelatestHCorderalsodirects

Moditopaythelegalcostsrelated
tothelatestapplication,assessed
inthesumofGBP150,247.00.Last
month,Modi lost an appeal on
mentalhealthgroundswhenthe
same two-judgeHCbench ruled
thathis riskof suicide isnotsuch
that itwouldbe either unjust or
oppressive to extradite him to
India to face charges in the esti-
mated $2billion PNB loan scam
Modi remains in jail at
Wandsworth Prison, London,
sincearrestonanextraditionwar-
rantinMarch2019. PTI

Modiremains
behindbarsat
Wandsworth
Prison in
London

Nirav Modi loses bid to appeal against
extradition to India in UK top court

RELIEFAFTER17YEARS

Apex court grants bail to convict
in 2002 Godhra train burning case

ChiefMinisterNitishKumararrivesat theAssemblyamida
protestbyOpposition legislatorsonThursday. PTI

To curb hooch
sale, Punjab’s
substitute: Light
country liquor

After seeking CM apology, BJP keeps
up heat with team visiting Ground Zero

DatesforJEE,
CUET,NEET
announced
NewDelhi: TheNational
Testing Agency (NTA)
Thursday announced the
dates for several under-
graduate admission tests
tobeheldin2023,releas-
ing a first of its kind aca-
demic calendar.
Accordingtothecalendar,
the entrance seasonwill
begin with JEE Main,
which will be held over
twosessions.Thefirstses-
sionwillbeheldbetween
January 24-31 and the
secondwilltakeplacebe-
tweenApril6-12.Medical
entrance NEET will be
held on May 7. The
Common University
EntranceTest (CUET)will
start onMay21. Itwill be
heldtillMay31overmul-
tiple sessions, details of
whichwillbesharedlater.
TheUGChadearlier indi-
cated that CUETmay be
heldtwiceayear.TheNTA
alsolaunchedtheapplica-
tionwindowforJEEMain
session I Thursday. The
windowwillremainopen
till January12. ENS

KARNATAKA

Studentsthrash
headmasterfor
‘harassment’
Bengaluru:Agovernment
school headmaster in
Karnataka’sMandya dis-
trictwas thrashedbystu-
dents after he allegedly
misbehavedwithaminor
girl at a hostel. The head-
masterwas arrested and
bookedunderIPCSections
354 A (sexual harass-
ment), 354D (stalking)
and506 (criminal intimi-
dation), besides sections
of POCSO. The incident
took place Wednesday
night when the teacher
calledoneof thestudents
tohis roomandallegedly
tried tomisbehavewith
her.Thegirlranbacktoher
fellow hostellers, who
then attacked himwith
sticks. ENS

BRIEFLY

WHO drew early link
between kids’ deaths
in Gambia, Haryana
firm’s syrups: DCGI
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CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
AGRA CIRCLE, P.W.D AGRA
Short Term Notice inviting E-Tender

Letter No. : 6317/14M-AC/2022-23 Dated: 12-12-2022

1. The Superintending Engineer, Agra Circle, P.W.D, Agra on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the Percentage rate bids from
the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP, PWD, Road work. The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works.
Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award
of the contract.
2.

3. Time allowed for completion is including Rainy Season.
4. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari (http://wms.upp-

pwd.gov.in/Prahari) From 20-12-2022 to 26-12-2022. Bids must be submitted online only at e-tendering portal of
http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari App with all documents as per GO No 14/2020/879(1)/ 23- 7/2020/176(lk0)/06 Dt 25-08-2020 on
or before 12:30 pm Dt. 26-12-2022. Technical Bid received online will be opened on 26-12-2022 at 15:30 pm.

5. The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must get the same issued from approved agencies before
submission of bids.

6. Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid extra as per applicable at the time of payment.
7. Labour Cess @ 1.00% will be deducted from contractor’s bill at the time of payment.
8. Original MM-11 forms proof of royalty shall have to be produced at time of every running bill in accordance to Principal Secretary,

Directorate of geology & mining utter Pradesh Letter No-2146/86-2019-52(lk0)/2019 Dt. 30.09.2019, G.O. No- 115(1)/86-2020 dated
15.01.2020 and other relevant Government orders, circulars for all the materials procured from the quarries.

9. The bidders are required to submit Original receipt of Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account as per G.O. No.- 742/78-2-2018-42
I.T./2017 T.C., I.T. & Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-12-2018 follows as :

(1)Online Tender Cost towards the cost of bid document (As per Column 6) by Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account (Non Refundable).
(2) Online Bid security (As per Column 5) by Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account.
(3) Original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions of Clause 4.4 B(ii) of ITB as per G.O.

No.-3070/78-2-2018-42I.T./2017(22)I.T. and Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-01- 2018.

(P.K. Sharad) (Anand Kumar)
Executive Engineer Superintending Engineer
.D., P.W.D., Agra Agra Circle, P.W.D., AGRA

Sl.
No

District Name of Work

Estimated
cost (Rs.
in Lac)

Bid
Security
(Rs. in
Lacs)

Cost of
Document
(in Rs.)

Time of
Completion

Address
of Executive
Engineer
executing
the work

Address of
Superintending
Engineer

Address
of Chief
Engineer

Category
of

Contra-
ctor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

1 Renewal of
Firozabad Fatehabad
Sainya Kheragarh
Achhnera Bharatpur

Road in Km-
38(550), 39, 40, 41,
42, 43, 44, 45,

46(450) (Under State
Road Fund)

205.00 12.25 STC +
TC+ GST
= 2354.00

03 Month Executive
Engineer,

P.D., P.W.D.,
Agra

Superintendi
ng Engineer,
Agra Circle,
P.W.D.,
Agra

Chief
Engineer
, Agra
Zone,
P.W.D.,
Agra

Class A,
B

2 Renewal of
Shikohabad Bah
Road in Km-1,

2(700). (Under State
Road Fund)

40.24 4.02 STC +
TC+ GST
= 2354.00

02 Month Executive
Engineer,

P.D., P.W.D.,
Agra

Superintendi
ng Engineer,
Agra Circle,
P.W.D.,
Agra

Chief
Engineer,
Agra
Zone,
P.W.D.,
Agra

Class A,
B and C

3 Renewal of Achhnera
Jhundabai Road in
Km- 2(300), 3, 4, 5,
6(860), 7(900),

8(800) (Under State
Road Fund)

87.00 6.35 STC +
TC+ GST
= 2354.00

02 Month Executive
Engineer,

P.D., P.W.D.,
Agra

Superintendi
ng Engineer,
Agra Circle,
P.W.D.,
Agra

Chief
Enginee,
Agra
Zone,
P.W.D.,
Agra

Class A,
B and C

UPID 10 X15PRN(22)

UPID-183052 Dt. 15/12/2022
www.up.gov.nic.in

A
gr
a

A
gr
a

A
gr
a

Govt. of Assam
Office of the Mission Director :

: Jal Jeevan Mission, Assam
Public Health Engineering Department

Hengrabari, Guwahati-36
EXTENSION NOTICE AGAINST EOI No. 17 OF 2022-23

This is for general information to all concerned that in anticipation
of some technical amendments and relevant replies to the pre-bid
queries against EOI No. 17 of 2022-23 for “Design,
Development, Deployment and Maintenance of a Public
Grievance Redressal System (PGRS) for Jal Jeevan Mission
Assam”, the last date for submission of Bid documents is hereby
extended till 16:00 Hrs. of 22.12.2022 and Bids will be opened at
15:00 Hrs. of 23.12.2022. Further action from this office if any, to
be taken in this regard will be uploaded in the portal
www.assamtenders.gov.in.

The pre-bid queries those are deemed fit shall be replied at the
time of RFP. Henceforth, no pre-bid queries shall be entertained/
replied at this stage.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer (PHE), Water, Assam

Cum
Addl. Mission Director, JJM Assam

Janasanyog/C/16083/22 Hengrabari, Guwahati-36

GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, P. W. D. (ROADS)

LOWER LACHUMIERE: MEGHALAYA, SHILLONG.
Email:cenhwbmitp@gmail.com

No. PW/CE/WB/36/2022/ Dated Shillong the, 15th December, 2022

Expression of Interest
The Chief Engineer. Public Work Department (PWD). Meghalaya,
Shillong, invites Expression of Interest from qualified consulting firms for
the following assignment :-

Consultancy Services for Preparation of Climate Resilience and
Green Growth Strategy and Vulnerability Assessment for
Meghalaya Integrated Transport Project (MITP) funded by the
World Bank.
Last date for submission of the EOI on or before 5th January 2023 by 4:00 PM
Detailed EOI and Terms of Reference is available at www.megpwd.gov.in
Any clarification/enquiry kindly mail to cenhwbmitp@gmail.com.
Contact No.: 9436300515/8974902979.

MIPR No. 1538
Dt. 15/12/2022

Sd/-
(K.K. Mawa)

Chief Engineer, PWD (Roads)
Meghalaya, Shillong.

No.: GEM/2022/B/2787983 Date:- 15.12.2022

(Regd. Office.: PSPCL Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001)
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

(Contact No. 96461-22227)
TENDER ENQUIRY NO. 71/CE/RE&APDRP/RDSS

/PMA/2022-23 Dated 14.12.2022
EIC/RE&APDRP invites E-Tenders from reputed and experienced
consultants for providing Consultancy Services (PMA) for assisting
and supporting in Project Management to PSPCL under
"Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme launched by MoP/Gol.
For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to
https:// eproc.punjab.gov.in from 15.12.2022.
Note :- Corrigendum & addendum, If any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in C472/22 19560/Pb

(Regd. Office.: PSPCL Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001)
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

Mobile No. 96461-10914
E-Tender Enq. No. 419/P-1/EMP-W-12143 dated 12.12.22
Dy. Chief Engineer/Headquarter (Procurement Cell-1) GGSSTP,
Roopnagar invites E-Tender ID No. 2022_POWER_93566_1 for
Providing and laying 100mm thick factory made cement concrete
interlocking paving blocks of M-50 grade at Outer Road from Gumti
Toward Plant at GGSSTP Ropar.
For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to https://
eproc.punjab.gov.in from 14.12.2022 /05.00 PM onwards.
Note :- Corrigendum & addendum, If any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in RTP 101/22 19575/Pb

New Delhi



EXPLAINED YOURMONEY

“THESITUATIONisstablebutunpredictable,”
Army chief General Manoj Pande said on
November12abouttheLineofActualControl
with China,while speaking at aDelhi think
tank.“Weneedtoverycarefullycalibrateour
actionontheLineofActualControltobeable
tosafeguardbothourinterestsandoursensi-
tivities, and yet be prepared to dealwith all
kindsofcontingencies”.
Suchacontingencycameupalmostexactly

amonthlater, intheearlyhoursofDecember
9,whenChinese troops arrived at an Indian
postontheLACintheYangtseareaofTawang
inArunachalPradesh.Fourdayslater,inabrief
statement to Parliament, DefenceMinister
RajnathSinghsaidtheirintentionwastoalter
thestatusquointheregion.
The facts of the incident are still unclear.

Broadly,Chinesesoldierscrossedoverintothe
Indiansideat3am.Thenumberofsoldiersis
said to have been in thehundreds,with 600
thehighestestimateand200thelowest,indi-
catingseriousintent.Therewasafierceclash,
both sides using sticks, canes and clubs
wrappedwithbarbedwire.OntheIndianside,
some40soldierswereinjured.

Anticipating theunpredictable
Alittleoverathirdofthe3,488-kmLAC—

1,346 km—falls in the Eastern sector. Ever
sincethestand-off ineasternLadakh,trouble
insomeother sectorof thecontestedborder
wasanticipated,speciallyinArunachal,where
Chinaclaimsvirtuallytheentirestate,andpar-
ticularly Tawang, an important centre of
TibetanBuddhism.
Gen Pande’s use of the word “unpre-

dictable” todescribe the situationat the LAC
wasaccurateoftherealitythatanticipationis
onething,butknowingexactlywherethePLA
mightprecipitateasituationisanother.

India and China have differing percep-
tionsof theLACatmanyplaces,andsome16
such points are listed inmutually agreed-
upon documents. Unlike in Ladakh, where
there had been no overlapping Chinese
claims in threeplaceswhere the incursions
tookplacein2020—Gogra,HotSpringsand
Galwan— the trouble in Tawang, thewest-
ern-mostdistrictofArunachal,eruptedatan
“agreed”disputedpoint.
In2021,GenPande, thentheGOC-in-Cof

the Eastern Command, told a press contin-
gent, which was flown by the Army to
Arunachal Pradesh for amedia tour of the
easternsector,thatwhiletherehadbeenlittle
spilloveroftheLadakhstandoffintheeastern
sector,a“marginalincrease”hadbeennoticed
inpatrollingbythePLAinsomeareas.Healso
said that theChinesewere building housing
infrastructure close to the LACon their side,
andthathadledtohighertrooppresence.

Countermeasures
In the last twoyears, Indiahas takensev-

eral steps to beef up its own infrastructure.
TheBorderRoadOrganisation’sSelaPasstun-
nelproject,whichcouldbereadyby January
2023,willprovidecrucialall-weatherconnec-
tivitybetweenTezpur inAssamandTawang.
A 1,500-kmFrontierHighwayproject, shad-
owing the LAC in Arunachal, is also coming
up. It will run from Tawang in thewest to
VijaynagarineastArunachalalongthestate’s
frontierwithChina.
Thevisitingjournalistsweretoldthatinfra-

structureexpansioninArunachalwastaking
place along five “verticals”: habitat, aviation,
road infrastructure, operational logisticsand
security infrastructure.
Asignificantinterventionwasanincrease

insurveillance, “bothclosetotheLACaswell
asdepthareas”ontheChineseside,Pandedis-
closed.Anumberof“nichetechnologies”had
beendeployedforthis,hesaid.Otherthanreg-
ularsatelliteimagery,helistedground-based
cameraswithnightvisionability,surveillance
drones, longdistancesurveillanceUAVs, and
better communication systems. All the im-
agery and information fromthese sources is
transmitted to a surveillance centre at Rupa
in Arunachal Pradesh, which ismonitored
24/7.Themediateamvisitedthecentre.
Earlier this week, The Indian Express re-

portedthatduetothecloudcoverduringthe

December9incident,thereweregapsinthe
satelliteimagery.RadioFrequency(RF)signal
geolocation equipment was being used to
pin-point the locationof the troopbuild-up
andsendsignals fromdifferentantennapo-
sitions to satellites for a high resolution re-
constructionof images.
Itisnotcleariftheothersurveillancemeas-

ures said to be in place, including in the
“depth”areasontheChinesesideof theLAC,
pickedupadvancesignsoftheChineseincur-
sion.The532-wordstatementbyRajnathgave
noindicationof this.

Tawang,McMahonLine and LAC
ChinaclaimsArunachalPradeshaspartof

theTibetAutonomousRegion,anddescribes
itassouthTibet.ItviewsTawangasanareaof
strategicimportanceforitscontroloverTibet
and its Buddhist leadership. The Buddhist
monasteryinTawangisIndia'sbiggest,andin
2017,theDalaiLamaspentoveramonththere,
amidBeijing'sangryremonstrations.
The dispute over Tawang andArunachal

goesbacktotheIndia-Chinadisputeoverthe
McMahon Line. For India, this is the settled
boundary in the eastern sector— from the
eastern trijunction in Bhutan to the
Myannmar trijunction. But China rejected it

as a “colonial” line imposed by the British
Indian administration after an agreement
withTibet,neverasovereignentityinitsview.
In1959,PremierZhouEnlaiwrotetoPrime

Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, suggesting both
sideswithdraw20km froma so-called Line
ofActualControl (whichwaswhentheterm
wasfirstused)alongwhichChineseforceshad
captured some Indian outposts,marking its
ownterritoryaspertheMcMahonLine.Zhou
wrote that the LAC in the eastwould be the
“so-calledMcMahonLine”,andinLadakh,the
lineuptowhicheachsideexercisedcontrol.
In his book Choices, Inside theMaking of

India’sForeignPolicy,formerNationalSecurity
AdviserShivshankarMenondetailshowdur-
inghisvisitin1960,ZhousuggestedtoNehru
thatChinamightaccepttheMcMahonLineif
India accepted the Chinese control of Aksai
Chin. Indiarejectedtheoffer.
Inthe1962war,TawangwaswhereIndia

suffered its worst defeat, the psychological
scarsofwhich the IndianArmystill carries.
TheChinese ceasefire andwithdrawal to

20 kmbehind its 1959 “LAC”was unilateral.
WhiletheLACintheeastisbroadlyalignedto
McMahonLine, that is not so at all places, as
becameevidentinthe1986militarystandoff
atSumdorongchu,eastofthetrijunctionwith
Bhutan, thattooksevenyearstoresolve.
AccordingtoMenon,Zhou’soffertorecog-

nisetheMcMahonLineinexchangeforIndia
accepting the Chinese claims in Ladakhwas
last reiteratedbyDengXiaoping in1982 ina
conversationwithGParthasarathi,PMIndira
Gandhi’semissary.Sincethen,Beijinghasde-
manded concessions in the east for recipro-
calconcessioninthewest.In1985,Chinaspec-
ifiedtheconcessionitwantedwasTawang.
Such a concession is nowextremely un-

likely. UnlikeAksai Chin, ofwhichNehru fa-
mously said that “not a blade of grass grows
there”,TawangisathrivingBuddhistpilgrim-
agecentre. It isoneof33assemblysegments
intheWestArunachalPradeshparliamentary
constituency,whichhasbeenrepresentedin
everyIndianparliamentsince1950.
For India, there is no easyway out of its

border quagmirewithChina.General Pande
said onNovember 12 that it was “through
talks,throughnegotiationsanddialoguethat
wehopetofindresolution”butit isalsoclear
thatIndianeedstobeprepared, inhiswords,
for“allkindsof contingencies”.
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UDITMISRA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

LASTMONTH,Bangladeshreachedouttothe
InternationalMonetary Fund (IMF) seeking
help. According to an IMF press release,
Bangladeshwillreceiveeconomicassistance
worth$4.5billion(aroundRs37,000crore).
This is a significant reversal for anecon-

omy that overtook India’s in terms of per
capita incomein2020onthebackof robust
economic growth for the better part of the
lasttwodecades,andespeciallysince2017.
Wantingtocapitaliseonthegrowingeco-

nomicdistress,theprincipaloppositionparty,
theBangladeshNationalist Party (BNP), has
organised several protest rallies across the
country.IthopestocornertheAwamiLeague
government and its leader PrimeMinister
SheikhHasina, who has dominated Ban-
gladeshipoliticsforwelloveradecadenow.

What’swrongwithBangladesh’s
economy?
If one looks at the growth of Gross

Domestic Product orGDP, Bangladesh con-
tinues topostvery impressivenumbers. For

one, unlikemany countries including India
thatsawtheirGDPcontractin2020following
the Covid-19 pandemic, the economy of
Bangladeshactuallygrewduringthisperiod.
ItsGDPgrewby3.4%in2020,by6.9%in2021,
andit isexpectedtogrowby7.2%in2022.
However,Bangladesh’sproblemslieelse-

where.
TheIMFstatesthat“Bangladesh’srobust

economic recovery fromthepandemichas
beeninterruptedbyRussia’swarinUkraine,
leadingtoasharpwideningofthecurrentac-
count deficit, rapid decline of foreign ex-
changereserves,risinginflationandslowing
growth.”
In other words, while it is true that

Bangladeshhaspostedveryimpressiveeco-
nomicgrowthnumbers,theRussianinvasion
ofUkrainehasmeantfourthings:

■Inflationspikedtouncomfortablelevels
asallkindsofcommoditiessuchascrudeoil
became costlier. The inflation rate in
Novemberwas 8.85% as against 5.98% in
November 2021. For the12months ending
November, inflation grewat 7.48%—much
higher than5.48% in the12months ending
November2021.

■Bangladesh’s current accountbalance

hasgonedeepintoadeficit—bothinabsolute
termsaswellasapercentageoftheGDP(see
charts;sourceIMF).Thecurrentaccountbal-
ance looks at the gap between themoney
comingintoacountryonaccountofearnings
via theexportof goodsandservicesandthe
moneygoingout of the country via the im-

port of goods and services. Bangladeshhas
typically beenhugely dependent on its ex-
portearnings,butasthewesterneconomies
slowdownandtheirconsumersputofftheir
demandforalaterdate,Bangladeshsuffers.

■Bangladesh’scurrency,theTaka,weak-
enedpartlyunder thepressureof the surge

intheUSdollarandpartlyonaccountof the
worseningcurrentaccountdeficit.Aweaker
Takafurtheraggravatedtheinflationaryspi-
ralbecauseallimportsbecomecostlierstill.In
December2021, it took86Taka tobuyaUS
dollar.Asoftoday,theexchangeratehaswo-
rsened to 105 Taka—a loss ofmore than a
fifthofthecurrency’svalueinlessthanayear.

■Theweaknessintheexternalfrontalso
resultedinBangladesh’sforeignexchangere-
serves gettingdepleted. LastDecember, the
forexreserveswerevaluedat$46,154million.
Asofnow,theyarejust$33,790million—afall
ofmorethanone-fourthofitstotalvaluation.

HowwillIMF’s assistancehelp?
“Bangladesh’s request is part of the au-

thorities’measures to cushion its economy
fromtheeconomicdisruptionscausedbythe
ongoing war in Ukraine and to manage
macroeconomic risks posed by climate
change,”statestheIMF.
Butthatisnottheonlygoal.
“EvenasBangladeshtacklestheseimme-

diate challenges, addressing long-standing
structural issues remains critical, including
threatstomacroeconomicstabilityfromcli-
mate change. To successfullygraduate from

LeastDevelopedCountrystatusandachieve
middle-incomestatusby2031,itisimportant
tobuildonpastsuccessesandaddressstruc-
tural issuestoaccelerategrowth,attractpri-
vate investment, enhanceproductivity, and
buildclimateresilience,”statesIMF.
Overall, the IMF’s programmehopes to

achievethefollowinggoals:
■Creatingadditionalfiscalspacethrough

higherrevenuemobilisationandrationalisati-
onofexpenditures.Thiswillallowthegover-
nment to increasegrowth-enhancingspen-
ding aswell asmitigate the impact on the
vulnerable throughhigher social spending
and better-targeted social safety net pro-
grams.

■Containinginflationwithincreasedex-
changerateflexibilitysothatthecountrycan
bufferexternalshocksbetter.

■Strengthening the financial sector by
enhancing governance and regulatory as-
pects.

■Boostinggrowthpotentialbycreatinga
conduciveenvironmenttoexpandtradeand
foreigndirectinvestmentamongotherthings.

■Strengtheninginstitutionstocreatean
enablingenvironmentwillhelpmeetclimate
changeobjectives.

LAC: past tense, present uncertain
ChinaviewsTawanginArunachalasanareaof strategic importancefor itscontroloverTibetandits

Buddhist leadership.For India, theroadisslipperyandunpredictable

SAVERS,PENSIONERSanddepositorshavea
reasontosmile,asbankshavestartedhiking
retail deposit rates by up to 65 basis points
followingtheReserveBankofIndia’smoveto
increasethereporateby35basispoints last
week.
Realinterestrates—ratesadjustedforin-

flation—have turnedpositive formanyde-

posit tenors after nearly three years.
However,post-taxreturnsonFDsarestill in
thenegative.

Quantumof hike
SBI has raised interest rate on retail term

deposits between one year to less than two
yearsto6.75%from6.1%.Ondepositsmatur-
ingbetweentwoyearstolessthanthreeyears,
the bank has increased the interest rates to
6.75%asagainst6.25%.KotakMahindraBank
has hiked interest rates to 7% for different
tenorsbetween390daysand23monthssince
December13.HDFCBankhashikedtheinter-
estrateondepositsofoneyeartolessthan15
monthsto6.5%from6.1%earlier.

Competition heats up
With credit offtake risingby17.2%, banks

are in an intense race tomobilisedeposits to

support the credit growth. “Deposit ratewar
is clearly brewingup…wehavebeen saying
thatthegapbetweendepositgrowthandloan
growthisveryhighandit’sjustamatteroftime
beforedeposit rates start inchinguprapidly,”
MacquarieResearchsaidinarecentreport.

Will rates go up further?
Deposits ratesareexpectedtogoupdue

to rising policy rates, competition between
banks for sourcingdeposits, elevated credit
offtake, widening credit deposit gap, lower
liquidityinthemarket,andinflation,accord-
ing toCareRatings.
Inthelastsevenmonths,theRBIhashiked

thereporatebyacumulative225basispoints.
With retail inflation declining to 5.88% in
November,theRBIislikelytoreducetheRepo
ratehike to25bpsor evenpause at the cur-
rent levelof6.25%inthenextpolicyreview.

Depositmarket size
Deposits stood at Rs 172.9 lakh crore for

thefortnightendingNovember18,2022,reg-
istering a growth of 9.6% year-on-year.
Meanwhile, inabsoluteterms,bankdeposits
haveincreasedbyRs15.2lakhcroreoverthe
last twelvemonths.

Looking at the FD option
Inasituationofhighinflation,evenasinter-

estrateshaverisen,fixeddeposits(FDs)should
notbethefirstchoicefor investors,especially
forthoseinthehighestmarginaltaxbracket.
Whileseniorcitizensandconservativein-

vestors derive comfort frombank FDs, this
comfort has been shaken over the past few
years after theirmoney got stuck— first in
PMCBank and then in Yes Bank, as RBI im-
posed amoratorium/cap onwithdrawals.
Investorswere also reminded that in case of

defaultinFDmaturitypayments,theirdeposit
insurancewouldcoveronlyuptoRs5lakh.
Also,manyfeel thatFDsdonotservethe

purposetheydid20-25yearsago,whenrates
were in double digits. As the aim of any in-
vestmentistogrowassets’value,expertssay
high inflationandnegativepost-tax real in-
terestratesmakeFDsunattractiveforsome-
one in thehighest taxbracket.
For individuals falling in this taxbracket

and looking to build a retirement corpus or
saveforchildren’shighereducationetc.,FDs
are not the best option.While CPI inflation
may be around 6% for now, experts say
lifestyleinflationandeducationinflationare
much higher at around 7-8%. It is therefore
important to go for financial instruments
thatgenerateabove-inflationreturns.
For an investor falling in the highest tax

bracket,a10-year investmentofRs10lakhin

abank FDoffering6.5%will generate apost-
tax returnof close toRs6.1 lakh. Thismeans
theinvestmentofRs10lakhwouldgrowtoRs
16.1lakhafter10years.However,if inflationis
5% in the sameperiod—whichwill be actu-
allyaround7%takingintoaccountlifestyleand
education inflation— the investorwill lose
money.Thisisbecausetheinvestor’sRs10lakh
needed tohave grown toRs16.28 lakh in10
yearsjusttocoverforthe5%inflation.Sincethe
FDgrowstoonlyRs16.1lakh,inrealtermsthe
investorwouldbepoorerbyclosetoRs20,000.
However, there is a category of investor

that can continue to park their fund in FDs.
Investors whose income is non-taxable or
falls in the lowest tax bracketmay consider
FDs,whichwillgivethemaround6percent
post-tax return. Even high net worth indi-
viduals canparkapartof their assets inFDs
asadiversificationstrategy.

ArmyChiefGenManojPande, then
EasternArmyCommander, in
Arunachalwithotherseniorofficials in
July2021. Twitter/@adgpi
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Bangladesh reaches out to IMF:What’swrongwith its economy?
CHART 1

CURRENT ACCOUNTDEFICIT
(%OFGDP) IS 4.1

CHART2

CURRENT ACCOUNTDEFICIT
(BILLIONS, US$) IS 18.67
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Retail deposit rates up but should you park funds in bank FDs?

GeorgeMathew
& Sandeep Singh

AMERICANFOOTBALLwriter GrantWahl,
49andseeminglyhealthy,suddenlydiedlast
week with some suspecting foul play.
However,hisautopsy foundthatWahlhad
an “ascending thoracic aortic aneurysm”,
TheNewYorkTimesreported.

The condition
Ananeurysmisalocalisedweakeningof

thewallofabloodvessel,causingthevessel
tobulgeinthatarea.Itincreasesinsizeover
time, and thewall of the blood vessel af-
fectedgetsprogressivelyweaker.Thevessel
mayultimatelyburstorseparate,triggering
ableedingrushthatcanbepotentiallylethal.
Anaorticaneurysmisaweakeningand

bulging in a portion of the aorta, themain
artery that ships bloodout from theheart;
“thoracic”referstothechestregion.

Causes and symptoms
Among the possible causes of thoracic

aorticaneurysm,aJohnsHopkinsnote lists
(i)degenerativediseasebreakingdownthe
aorticwalltissue;(ii)geneticdisorders;(iii)
familyhistory; (iv) inflammationof thear-
teries;and(v)plaquebuild-upontheartery
walls.
TheNYTreportsaiddoctorsareexplor-

ingwhetherWahlhadMarfansyndrome,a
genetic disorder that increases the risk of
thistypeofaneurysm.AccordingtotheCDC,
thesyndromepresentsinaround1in5,000
individuals, and limits the body’s ability to
maketheproteinsneededtobuildconnec-
tivetissue.
Symptomsofthoracicaorticaneurysms

maydependonthelocation,sizeandspeed
ofgrowthofthebulging;often,thereareno
symptomsatall.
Symptoms, if they appear,may include

(i)paininthejaw,neck,chest,orupperback;
(ii) wheezing, coughing, or shortness of
breath(duetopressureonthetrachea);(iii)
hoarseness (due to pressure on the vocal

cords); and (iv) trouble swallowing due to
pressureontheoesophagus.
Sincethesesymptomsarenotuniqueto

thiscondition,medicalattentionisoftende-
layed.Forinstance,Wahlhadcomplainedof
a“cold” inthedaysbeforehepassedaway.

Diagnosis and treatment
According to the JohnsHopkins note, a

doctorlooksatthepatient’smedicalhistory
andcarriesoutadetailedphysicalexamina-
tion,includingaCTscan,anMRI,anechocar-
diogram, a chestX-ray, andanarteriogram
(angiogram).
Treatmentincludesmonitoringthesize

andrateofgrowthofthebulge,andmanag-
ing risk factors such as quitting smoking,
controllingblood sugar, losingweight, and
eatinghealthy.Medicinesmaybeprescribed
forhighcholesterolorhighbloodpressure.
Surgicalinterventionisneededwhenan

aneurysm is large and causing symptoms.
Thismay include thoracicaortic aneurysm
open repair or endovascular aneurysm re-
pair (EVAR). Surgeries can remove the
aneurysm, or insert a stent to support the
bloodvesselagainstpossiblerupture.ENS

EXPLAINED DIPLOMACY, FOREIGN POLICY,STRATEGY

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN

Wahl’s suddendeathhasshockedthe
footballing fraternity.Reuters

EVERYDAY HEALTH

THORACICAORTICANEURYSM:
CONDITIONTHATKILLEDGRANTWAHL
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LIKE A HAWK
USFedhikes rates, signalsmorewill follow.Policymakers in
Indiamustbemindfulof risks tomacroeconomicstability

ONWEDNESDAY, IN its last meeting of the calendar year, the US Federal
Reserveraised interest ratesby50basispoints. The federal fundsratenow
standsat4.25to4.5percent.Theprojectionsaccompanyingthepolicystate-
mentpoint towardsastrongpossibilityof another75basispointsof inter-

estratehikesoverthecourseofthenextyearasthecentralbankcontinuesitsfightagainst
inflation. Thiswould take the federal funds rate to 5.1 per cent, up from the earlier ex-
pectationsof 4.6percent.While thequantumof theratehike in theDecembermeeting
was lower—theprevious fourconsecutive ratehikeswereof 75basispoints—the tone
of thepolicyremainedhawkishasthecentralbanksoughttodismissanydoubtoverthe
trajectory of monetary policy. “The historical record cautions strongly against prema-
turelylooseningpolicy.Wewillstaythecourse,untilthejobisdone,”notedFedchairman
JeromePowell.
Datareleasedadaypriorshowsthatinflationhasinfactmoderated,thoughitcontin-

ues toremainwellabovethecentralbank’s targetof 2percent. InNovember, consumer
pricesroseattheslowestpaceinthelast12months.CoreCPI,whichexcludesthevolatile
food and fuel components, rose 6 per cent in November, easing from 6.3 per cent in
October.Thesequentialmonth-on-monthmomentumalsosuggestsasofteningofprice
pressures in the economy. As per the projections accompanying the policy statement,
inflation(asmeasuredbytheprice indexforpersonalconsumptionexpenditures) isex-
pected to fall from5.6percent in2022 to3.1per cent in2023.However, theprojections
oneconomic growthandunemploymentunderline thepain that the economy is likely
to go throughduring this period. The economy is nowexpected to growonly at 0.5 per
centnextyear,downfromtheearlierassessmentof1.2percent,whiletheunemployment
rate has nowbeenpeggedhigher at 4.6 per cent in 2023 and is likely to remain around
thatlevelforsometime.Inhisstatement,Powellacknowledgedthepain,notingthat“re-
ducing inflation is likely to require a sustainedperiodof below-trendgrowthand some
softeningof labourmarket conditions.”
Therevisedprojectionsalsosuggestthatthecentralbankis,asofnow,unlikelytocut

interestratesanytimesoon.Ratesareonlyexpectedtostart falling in2024. In fact, inhis
comments after the statement, Powell is reported to have said that it is too soon to talk
aboutcuttingrates. Indiawillnotbeunaffectedbytighterglobalfinancialconditionsand
slowergrowth inadvancedeconomies suchas theUS. In fact, recentdata indicates that
the sharp slowdown in the advanced economies is already beginning to impact India’s
export and industrial performance. Policymakers in Indiamust thus bemindful of the
riskstogrowthandmacroeconomicstabilityastheyattempttosteertheeconomythrough
thisuncertainperiod.

KOTA, AGAIN
Studentsuicidespoint togrowingmismatchbetweenrising

aspirationsandshrinkingopportunities

THEREISAsobering familiarity tothenewsof thesuicideof threestudents, in
separateincidents, inKota,Rajasthan.It ispossibletoimagineAnkushAnand,
16,UjjwalKumar,18,andPranavVerma,17,arriving inthecoaching institute
hub,nursingdreamsof ashiningacademiccareer. It ispossible, too, to imag-

inethestresstowhichtheyfinallysuccumbed.InthecoachingcentresofKota,the14-hour
days,with tests evenon Sundays, relentless pressure to ace a tough curriculum, shame
andguiltofexperiencingtheveryhumanneedforabreak,fiercecompetition,andthefear
of failure--nottomentionthelonelinessofbeingfarawayfromhome—havetakenatoll
onmanyyoung livesover theyears.
ButthisisalargerproblemthatgoesbeyondKotaandthepressurecookeratmosphere

createdincoachingcentres.Thecombinationofalargepopulationofyoungpeoplewithris-
ingaspirationsandaneconomywith shrinkingopportunitieshas createdapublichealth
crisisthatrequiresurgentattention.TheNationalCrimeRecordsBureau’sAccidentalDeaths
andSuicideinIndiareport2021,releasedinAugustthisyear,showsthatthenumberofstu-
dents'deathsbysuicideroseby4.5percentin2021,withMaharashtrabearingthehighest
tollwith1,834deaths,followedbyMadhyaPradeshwith1,308,andTamilNaduwith1,246.
Accordingtothereport, studentsuicideshavebeenrisingsteadilyforthelast fiveyears.
Various solutions have been proposed— some bordering on the ludicrous, like the

IndianInstituteofScience’sreportedmovelastyeartoreplaceceilingfansinhostelrooms
with those thatarewall-mounted.Othershaveaddressedonlypartof theproblem, like
theguidelines issuedbytheBoardof IntermediateEducationinAndhraPradeshin2017
toeasethepressureonstudents, includingyogaandphysicalexerciseclassesandmain-
taining ahealthy student-teacher ratio. It is painfully evident that the failure to address
the larger issueof apunishing education system that is simplynot designed to support
youngminds or prepare them for today’s economic realities continues. The vision con-
tained in theNewEducationPolicy2020,offeringgreateracademic flexibility to reduce
the pressure on students, will take time to be fully realised. The need of the hour is to
learn frompast failures to address the growing crisis and takeurgent steps that involve
all stakeholders—students,parents, teachers, institutesandpolicymakers.

RinkuGhosh

WhilethereisgreatefforttofocusattentiononChina’s
challenge,thereisalsoanattempttodisguiseitsgravity

BEING INDIAN, THE SRK WAY
In theageofprejudice, ShahRukhKhanembodiesa lived inclusivity

THE RECENT CLASHES between India and
Chinaon theTawangborderarea reminder
of thecontinuingstrategicchallengeofdeal-
ingwithChina. Ingeo-political terms this is
the biggest challenge India faces, and it is
nowacquiring unprecedented dimensions.
The risks of military confrontation have
clearlyescalated.Practicallytheentireborder
with China is now open to moves and
countermoves fromboth sides. Diplomatic
relationswithChinaareat their lowestebb.
The fact that there is no strategic dialogue
between IndiaandChinaat thehighest lev-
elsof leadershipoughttobeamatterofcon-
cern under any circumstances. It has long
been clear that the impasse at the border
cannot bemanagedpurely by tactical-level
talks. The modus vivendi that India and
Chinahad created fromthemid-Eighties to
the beginning of this century is clearly not
survivinggrowthinbothcountriesandtheir
changingstrategicorientations.
Third,thereis,atleastfromanIndianpoint

of view, a sense of the fundamental opacity
of Chinese intentions and thinkingon India.
ItiseasytolistouttheframeworksthatChina
mightusetoframeitsrelationswithIndia.As
Ambassador Vijay Gokhale, in his paper, “A
Historical Evaluationof China’s IndiaPolicy:
Lessons for India-China Relations”, has bril-
liantlyremindedus,Chinahasalwaysviewed
therelationshipwithIndiainthecontextofits
globalstrategy. Indeed,onepalpableincom-
mensurabilityinthediplomaticmanagement
of this relationship that is now apparent is
this:Indiausesabilateralframe,whereasfor
China it is India’s relationship with other
countries that is the test of where India
stands. In particular, India’s alignmentwith
theUnitedStateshasalwaysbeencentral to
theChinese framingof this relationship.
There is a lot of speculation that India’s

increasing engagement andmilitary exer-
cises with the US are a proximate cause of
concern. But here is the puzzle. If the con-
cern is to keep India out of US ambit, then
surelyChina’spositiononIndia is thesurest
way of achieving that goal. After all, even
Nehruwas, according to S Gopal, forced by
the Chinese actions in late 1962 to say that
“there was no non-alignment vis-a-vis

China.” Inaway,theneedleIndia istryingto
thread, that it has an independent foreign
policy(which itdoes),but it isonethatdoes
not preclude takingwhatever steps neces-
sary for its security, seems to cut no diplo-
maticicewiththeChinese.Inshort, ifChina’s
viewof India inrelationtotheUSisoverde-
termined,thepossibilityofanymanoeuvring
onthestrategic levelbecomeszero.
It isalsothecasethatIndia’sgrowingsize

and powerwill eventually collidewith the
status quo in the relationshipwith China. It
hashappened, in a literal sense, on thebor-
der, with infrastructure development. But
therearethreeotherparallelswiththeSixties
that come tomind. The Galwan clash pre-
dates thewar in Ukraine. But in the Sixties
thesense that theWestwasdistractedwith
RussiawasseenasprovidingcoverforChina.
India’sbidtopositionitselfasakindof leader
of thedevelopingworld, itsoldVishwaguru
ambitions that Nehru pursuedmore assid-
uously than this regime can even imagine,
was always a threat to China’s global posi-
tioning. It is hard to imagine the Chinese
regime, in its current context, comfortable
with an India triumph on the global diplo-
matic stage in the context of G-20. Its strat-
egy is tokeeptheworldonedge.But finally,
regimetypematters.Democraciescanoften
engageintheirownimperialoverreach.But
itisalsothecasethataspowergetsmoreper-
sonalised in China, nationalism is a greater
sourceof legitimacy,andparanoiaaboutthe
outsideworld’sintentionsgatherssteam,the
temptation to keep theworld off kilter and
guessinggrows.
At themoment,China is, insomesenses,

like a diplomatic stonewall. Dealing with
Chinawillrequirefar-reachingpolitical,mil-
itary and economic changes, and amove
away from the current incremental status
quo. If we are in the long haul with no
prospectforreciprocityfromChina,thenour
trade and development choices have to re-
flect reality. The groundwill have to be pre-
pared.Ontheotherhand, ifweareengaging
diplomatically at somepoint, therewill also
have to be thinking beyond the current sta-
tus quo. India is alsomoving diplomatically
in its relationswith other countries. Butwe

need a clearer assessment of howmany of
our new initiatives are about political sym-
bolismratherthanactuallysecuringthefoun-
dationsofourpowerandsecurity.
It is important to ensure that India’s do-

mestic politics doesnot diminish our policy
options. In framing these options, this truth
must be acknowledged: Both China and
Pakistanhavenotbeenwronginthinkingthat
India’sdomesticpoliticsmakesthepossibil-
ityof Indiaofferinganythingotherthancon-
solidationofthestatusquoveryslim.Itisclear
thatweneedanewequilibriumwithChina.
India can argue, justifiably, that the onus is
not on India tomake concessions. But if we
reflect on our 75-year history,we also have
to understand thatwehave seldombeen in
noposition to offer anydeals thatmovebe-
yondthestatusquo.Defendingourselves so
thatwenegotiatefromapositionofstrength
is vital. But in a fluid context, not building a
national consensus onwhat dealswe could
livewithiftheopportunityarises,willdisable
India fromtakingthediplomatic initiative.
But this will require a different style of

domesticpoliticsthatisorientedtobuilding
aconsensusbasedontruth.While there isa
greateffort to focuseveryone’sattentionon
the China challenge, there is also a curious
attempttodisguisethegravity.Foronething,
the government has itself not been very
forthcoming on the degree to which the
Chinesemight have altered the status quo
ontheborder, andwhatour tacticalaccom-
modations have entailed. One can sympa-
thisewiththetemptationtothinkthatmak-
ing thesematters subject to opendebate in
Parliamentmight not only politicise them,
but also cut down the room for diplomatic
manoeuvre.But inthiscase, thereisasuspi-
cionthatthegovernmentismoreconcerned
aboutadmittinganypossiblelossofterritory
orpatrollingrights,becauseitmightmakeit
look politically weak. The government
should proceedon the assumption that the
greater forthrightness it shows, themore it
will have the ability in the long run to carry
thecountrywith it.

Thewriter iscontributingeditor,
TheIndianExpress

Thepoliticsofotherisationhasfinallyce-
mented as an accumulation of prejudices,
bothlatentandovert,simplybecauseitnow
hasastampofofficialese,courtesyaregime
which predicates religion as not only proof
of identitybutloyalty.Youcannotblamethe
fundamentalistfringeliketheBajrangDalor
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad anymore. For
their thinking ismainstreamnow,accepted
bytheeducatedeliteindrawingrooms.Had
theHinduliberalintelligentsianotchosento
beco-optedbyoracceptedtheprevalentdis-
course, Hinduismwouldn’t have become
Hindutva.
Mainstream acceptance is the most

dreaded monster, for it means obeying
handed-down guidelines and abdicating
yourresponsibilitytowardsnation-building.
Swami Vivekananda, who kept Hinduism
relevant as a world religion, is sadly only
quotedforsuperficialpurposeswhilehisvi-
sionof pluralitygets trampled.
That’s whywhatwe call the soft power

of Bollywood is actuallymuscular. Be it an
AamirKhanandKiranRaodoingpujaattheir
office,aSaraAliKhanandJanhviKapoordo-
ing the all-girl’s trek to Kedarnath or a
KareenaKapoordoingGaneshpujawithSaif
Ali Khan in attendance, the images have at
leastpositionedreligioninitsall-embracing
benevolenceratherthanbeingjustareduc-
tionist trope. And since perceptions these
daysarebuiltonaseriesof images, it is time
the liberal intelligentsia stopped feeling

apologetic about being Hindus too. This is
preciselywhyKejriwal’s reply to aquestion
onwhyhevisitedtemplesandtalkedabout
Hindugods,becomesrelevant: “Aregodsto
behijackedforpoliticalagenda?Whyshould
Hinduismbeseenfromoneprismonly?Take
thatawayandthenitwouldn’tbetheirplank
anymore.”
SRKembodies this realismand inclusiv-

ity of Indic culture, both on and offscreen.
Throughhismanycharacters,hehasdefined
the idea of completeness, battling his fears
and insecurities, flashing his honest brown
eyes, a heart full of good intent, sometimes
comedicinhisbravadoandwithoutmuscu-
lar pretensions. Thesemade himmore en-
dearing as theman youwant to fall in love
with. Andwhen he got that acceptance, he
spoke India’s truths. As the restrained and
quiet emperor in Asoka (2000), the home-
bound NRI in Swades, or the inspirational
hockey coach in Chak De (2007), nobody
could have articulated the idea of national-
ismbetterthanthepoppatriotismofpropa-
gandists.
ManyonsocialmediadescribedSRK’sre-

cent shrine trips as truly secular acts. That
would be labelling them and setting up an
obvious polarity that the other sidewould
play up. No. In his own way, SRK simply
showedthattheGanga-Jamunitehzeebcan
stillwithstandaroughtideor two.

rinku.ghosh@expressindia.com

It is important to ensure that
India’s domestic politics
does not diminish our policy
options. In framing these
options, this truth must be
acknowledged: Both China
and Pakistan have not been
wrong in thinking that
India’s domestic politics
makes the possibility of
India offering anything
other than consolidation of
the status quo very slim. It is
clear that we need a new
equilibrium with China.
India can argue, justifiably,
that the onus is not on India
to make concessions. But if
we reflect on our 75-year
history, we also have to
understand that we have
seldom been in no position
to offer any deals that move
beyond the status quo.

Be it an Aamir Khan and
Kiran Rao doing puja at their
office, a Sara Ali Khan and
Janhvi Kapoor doing the all-
girl’s trek to Kedarnath or a
Kareena Kapoor doing
Ganesh puja with Saif Ali
Khan in attendance, the
images have at least
positioned religion in its all-
embracing benevolence
rather than being just a
reductionist trope. And since
perceptions these days are
built on a series of images, it
is time the liberal
intelligentsia stopped feeling
apologetic about being
Hindus too.
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WORDLYWISE

Theunderdogoften starts the fight, and
occasionally the upper dogdeserves towin.

—E.W.HoweTHEEDITORIALPAGE

BARODA VIOLENCE

THELAWANDorder situationcontinued to
becritical inriot-hitBarodaforthethirdday
as the toll in violence rose to 11. The police
fired eight rounds to disperse mobs in-
dulginginstonethrowingandgroupclashes.
At least twopersons received injuries in the
police firing,hospital sources said.

CONGRESS REBELS
THEELECTIONCOMMISSIONhastakenaseri-
ous viewof a telexmessage sent by theDir-
ector-GeneralofPolice,Karnataka,toallpolice
stations in the state instructing theofficers to

ensure that only official Congress (I) candid-
ates file their nominations for the assembly
poll. According to reports emanating from
Bangalore,theDGPflashedhisinstructionson
thepoliceteleprintertosuperintendentsofpo-
lice in all districts following panic in the Co-
ngress (I) camp that a large number of rebels
wouldjumpintothefray.Itwasalsofearedthat
angrypartyworkerswouldpreventsomeoffi-
cialcandidatesfromfilingtheirnominations.

YEMEN QUAKE TOLL
THENORTHYEMEN earthquake toll might
bewellover2,500accordingtoreports.The
Gulf NewsAgencyquotedaYemenhighof-

ficial as saying in Sanaa that rescue squads
weremeanwhilerecoveringbodiesfromthe
rubble of houses, schools andmosques in
scattered locationsacrossNorthYemen.

UP LEADER DIES
YADUVENDRA SINGH, DEPUTY Speaker of
the Uttar Pradesh Vidhan Sabha, died in
Lucknowattheageof54.Astatefuneralwas
declaredandgovernmentofficesinLucknow
andGorakhpurwereclosedasamarkof re-
spect to hismemory. He had suffered food
poisoning in Patna and had not fully recov-
ered. Hewas rushed to theMedical College
hospitalwhenhis conditiondeteriorated.

DECEMBER 16, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

Thebiggest storyat theWorldCupwasaboutanation
smashing football’s crustystereotypes

MOROCCO IS THEonly nation that canboast of a two-tier football league,
both levels professional, financially supported by the RoyalMoroccan
FootballFederation,forwomen.Itwasnosurprise,then,thatSofianeBoufal
celebratedgoalsdancingwithhismotherandAchrafHakimiwashugged

andkissedbyhismuminiconicimagesofthe2022QatarWorldCup.Itbroughtauthentic-
ityandwarmthtoasportjadedbyamixofglobalpolitics,financialfunk,corporatecoldness,
racialbullyingandsocialmediahysteria.MoroccomakingthesemifinalsoftheWorldCup
as the first Arab andAfricannation todo so is easily themost heartwarming story of this
WorldCup.Anunfraid teampackingoff Belgium,PortugalandSpain, andkeepingFrance
onedge, thiswasabonafidebreakthroughperformancefortheAfricannation.
Playingwithpaceandpassion,Morocco'smarch into thesemifinalsplayedoutwith

aprofessionalism thatmatched the sophisticated systemsof Europe. The country's top
football facilityboastsofeightstate-of-the-artfields,andallthesportssciencetoysmade
available totheirnational teams. InWalidRegragui theyhadacoachwhowassecondto
noneinhistacticalconvictionsnorlackinginconfidencetotakeonthebigfootballpow-
ers. French-born,hecomfortably straddled the two identities andhelped the restof the
squad,where just12of the26wereborn inMorocco,blend inandbuy intoadream.
More than anything else, theMorocco storywas about a nation smashing football's

crusty stereotypes of masculinity, social orthodoxy and third-world bashfulness that
seemed to hold back Asian and African countries atWorld Cups. Shakira's 'Its time for
Africa'might'vecomeadozenyearstooearly,butMoroccoensuredAfricawouldforever
nowbeviewedasunstoppable.Thatall fiveAfrican teamshadhomecoachesmadethis
featevenmoreorganic.Theyshatteredglassceilings,andevenwhentheylostthesemi-
finals, theshardsofMorocco'sdreamsglowedwithpride inhowfar theyhadcome.

Pratap BhanuMehta

Speaking of China

MOROCCO!

HEDIDN’T QUITE grab headlines ormake
thenoisethat’scalledthe9o’clocknews.But
Shah Rukh Khan, who did the umrah at
Mecca and a darshanwith tika at Vaishno
Devi, mademore than a statement. He re-
claimed the syncretism that’s our civilisa-
tionalDNAandshowedhowit canbeprac-
tisedwith ease from a conviction of belief.
As for thosewhofelt thathewasgenuflect-
ing to political correctness and “right”-siz-
inghisimage,knowthis:Aone-manempire,
whoprettymuchdefinedthehungerofour
post-liberalisation years, cannot be seen as
beinghungrierforacompromiseinhismel-
lowingyears. Ifanything,hewasaskingpeo-
ple likehimself to standupandbecounted
in the normal flow of everydayness. SRK’s
spiritual sojourn is never meant to be
screamed out as an exception, simply be-
causeheshowed it is theonly rule.
The larger question is why should any-

body cede the right to define religion in an
individual way, as it ismeant to be, and let
politicalpowerusurpthegrammarofhowit
shouldbepractised.It isforthesamereason
why Arvind Kejriwal’s Hanuman bhakti or
Rahul Gandhi’s temple visits during the
Bharat JodoYatrashouldnotbeseenas just
peddling soft Hindutva or ame-too ritual-
ism. They should be seen as attempts to
prove that Hinduism is about cooperative
ownership rather thana tool forproselytis-
ing anelectorate, and that it should remain
personal. This iswhatSRKexactlydid.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“For the sake of the thousands of people stuck in limbo, waiting for their claims
to be processed, it must be hoped that Rishi Sunak's renewed focus on this issue
[asylum] will bring some beneficial effects, however limited.” —THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THERE SEEMS TO be considerable opti-
mism about India’s near-term growth
prospects now that themajor global en-
ergy and commodity shocks have sub-
sided. But howwill this growth be sus-
tained? And even if these shocks have
subsided, Indiastill facesonebigproblem
— its large current account deficit (CAD).
Howwill this be managed? It turns out
that the answer to both questions lies in
oneword—exports.
Let’s start with the second problem.

Overthepastyear,thepost-pandemicnor-
malisationhascausedthecurrentaccount
deficit toswell toexceptionalproportions.
At home, normalisationhas spurred a re-
newed demand for imported inputs. But
abroad, ithashadtheoppositeeffect, lead-
ingtoadeclineindemand.Foreignhouse-
holds are no longer demanding somany
goods now that the lockdowns that kept
themintheirhousesandthefiscalstimuli
that gave them themoney to spend have
both ended. So, India’s imports have
soared just at a timewhen its merchan-
diseexportshave started to fall.
Lookingahead,thesituationseemsset

toworsen. Foreign demandwill slow fur-
ther as advanced countries slip intowhat
nowseemlikeinevitablerecessions.Inthat
case,India’sCADcouldwidenevenfurther,
possibly to four per cent of GDP in 2022-
23—doublethelevelthattheReserveBank
of India(RBI)traditionallyregardsas“safe”.
Howshould India respond?
Onepossibilitywouldbetoattract for-

eigncapital inflowsworthat least fourper
centofGDP.Butisthisrealistic?Theworld
iscurrentlyfacingunprecedentedlevelsof
uncertainty. After two years of the pan-
demic, we are witnessing a land war in
Europe, thehighest inflation in thedevel-
oped world in the last four decades, the
fastestpaceof interestratehikesinthehis-
tory of the US Federal Reserve, an energy
crisis inEurope, andaslowdowninChina
that continues to strugglewithCovid-19.
Insuchanuncertainenvironment, for-

eigninvestorsprefertoinvestinsafeassets
suchasUSgovernmentbondsrather than
emergingmarketslikeIndia.Thistrendhas
become all themore acute now, since the
persistentratehikesbytheFedhavemade
USfinancialassetsevenmoreattractive.As
aresult, Indiahaswitnessedlargeoutflows
of foreigncapital in2022-23.
If India cannot attract the required

amountofcapital inflows,theRBI’sforeign
exchange reserves could be deployed to
payforimports.Butthisstrategyisneither
appropriatenorsustainable.Thecountry’s
reservesaremeanttotidethecountryover
short-termproblems,suchascommodity
pricespikes.ThelargeCAD,however, isnot
a short-term problem: It is a long-term
problem requiring a long-term solution.
Inparticular, India’smerchandiseexports
have been structurally weak, stagnating
forthepastdecade,until thepandemicin-

duceda short-livedboom.
Thismeansthatsomethingfundamen-

talneedstochange.Ultimately,India’sCAD
reflects amismatchbetween thedemand
andsupplyof foreignexchange;wearede-
mandingmoredollarsthanwehaveaccess
tobecauseweareimportingmorethanwe
areexporting. To restorebalance, first and
foremost, thepriceneedstoadjust, that is,
the rupee needs to depreciate.When this
happens, exporting becomesmore prof-
itable,inducingmoreandmorefirmstoex-
ploreforeignmarkets.Meanwhile, foreign
demand improves, because the rupeede-
preciationmakes India’s products more
price-competitive. As a result, exports in-
crease—andtheCADfalls.
Exchange rate depreciation is helpful

for another reason. It can help sustain
growth. The recovery of the Indian econ-
omy from the pandemic was largely fu-
elled by exports. In the April-January pe-
riod of 2021-22, India’s merchandise
exportsgrewatastaggeringrateof46per
cent compared to the same period in the
previous year. But with exports now de-
clining, this crucial source of growth has
nowbecomeuncertain for India.
This is deeply worrisome since

prospects for the other drivers of long-
term growth seem cloudy. Private sector
investment continues to be sluggish and
is unlikely to pick up in anuncertain eco-
nomicenvironment.Noristhereroomfor
fiscalstimulus,sincethehighlevelsofgov-
ernment deficits and debt need to be re-
duced.Andeven though the Indianecon-
omy is regarded as consumption-driven,
privateconsumptionby itself cannot sus-
tainagrowthrateof 7percent, especially
when all other sources of growth are un-
derperforming.
Strengthening the export sector is,

therefore, critical for sustaining growth.
True, the task will be difficult, since the
globaleconomyslowingdown.Butit isstill
feasible, since India’s share in global ex-
ports is very small and there is ample
scope toexpand this share.
Over and above rupee depreciation,

this will require structural policies — in-
deed, a fundamental shift in India’s eco-
nomic strategy. Policy needs to become
significantly more export-oriented and
lessprotectionist. Over the last fewyears,
average import tariffs have gone up. In a
worldwheremanufacturers are depend-
ent on global supply chains, levying stiff
import duties hampers exports. And this
obstaclecannotbeovercomebyproviding
subsidies toa selected fewproducers.
In sum, the need of the hour is four-

fold: Allow the rupee to depreciate, en-
courage foreign firms to produce in India
bylettingthemaccesstheirsupplychains,
encouragedomesticfirmstostepuptothe
competition, and create a level playing
field for all players.
By adopting this strategy, India could

potentially solve its twomost important
macroeconomicproblems—reducingthe
large CAD and securing rapid, sustained
growth. Will this change come about?
Unfortunately, there are no such indica-
tions so far.

Thewriter isAssociateProfessor of
Economics, IndiraGandhi Instituteof

DevelopmentResearch (IGIDR),Mumbai

The key
is exports

THE FLIGHT PATH

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Scenes
from an airport’ (IE, December 15).
Longqueues, flightdelays, congestion,
no staff support and security check
systems going haywire led to total
chaosatTerminal3ofNewDelhi’s IGI
airport. The problem is not limited to
theDelhiairport.Aftermostcountries
lifted Covid-19 caps on domestic and
international air travel, traffic at air-
ports has spiked. Many airports are
facingproblemsbecause theirexpan-
sion plans came to a halt during the
pandemic. Another reason behind
traffic congestion is “bunching” of
flightsduringpeakhours.Morecoun-
ters, expanding infrastructure and
making new technology more effi-
cient can ease the burden.

SanjayChopra,Mohali

MESSI’S SWAN SONG
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Fairytale
ending’ (IE, December 15). As ex-
pected,Messihasbroughthismagicto
theWorld Cup, dazzling on the field
when it wasmost needed. His assists
are being talked aboutmore than the
goalsthemselves.WiththeMoroccans'
unbelievablerunover, thespotlighton
the final day will be on Messi. The
match should be one for the books,
giventhatthefamousfootballerwould

want to endhis swan songonahigh.
Vijai Pant,Hempur

EQUALITY & GROWTH
THISREFERSTOthearticle, 'Asilentrev-
olution' (IE, December 15). The differ-
encebetweenwordsandactioninIndia
concerningwomen’s position in soci-
ety iswell known.Thepolicy response
tothespikeinwomenvoters—provid-
ingamenitiessuchascookingfuel,wa-
ter, sanitation — are empowering.
Challengesoutsidethehomelikesafety,
social security andpayparity havenot
become relevant topics for voters yet.
Womenalsoneedgreater space in the
political sphere.

HUpadhyay, via email

UNITED FRONT
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Even as
border chill deepens, record surge in
imports from China’ (IE, December
15). The Opposition’s criticism of the
government over the Tawang clash is
aresultof thehypernationalismprop-
agated by the latter. India's imports
fromChinacrossed$100billion in re-
cent months. We need Centre-
Oppositioncooperation tochalkouta
nuanced foreign policy to resolve
India's border differences with this
wealthy andpowerful neighbour.

LRMurmu,NewDelhi

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

INDIA’S QUEST FOR a comprehensive data
privacy lawbegan in 2010with the consti-
tutionof the JusticeSrikrishnaCommittee.
The Committee’s report led to a string of
data privacy bills in 2018, 2019 and 2021,
each of which presented itself as a slightly
modified version of its predecessor.
However, in their language and length,
thesebillsscarcelydiffered. InAugust2022,
the government withdrew the bill and
about threemonths later — on November
18th— released the fourth iteration of the
data privacy legislation: The Digital
PersonalData ProtectionBill, 2022 (Bill).
A social media debate ensued and the

proposed legislation was subjected to
threadbare analyses. A few days later, after
matters had cooled down somewhat, we
conductedanindependentstudyof theleg-
islation. To beginwith, the inclusion of the
word “digital” in the Bill's title speaks to
India’s longstandinggoalofbeingadigitally
forwardsociety.
Simplyput, theBill has twomajor stake-

holders — the Data Principal and Data
Fiduciary.DataPrincipal refers to thesubject
whose data is being processed and Data
Fiduciaryisanentitythatprocessesthisdata.
Theuseof the term, “fiduciary”whilst refer-
ringtoadataprocessorissignificant.Thisterm
originatesfromtheLatinwordfiducia,ortrust.

Indifferentspheresofthelaw,whenoneparty
owesa“fiduciary”duty towardsanother—a
trustee, beneficiary, guardian orward— the
relationship between the two is guided by
trust, assurance and good faith. The drafters
oftheBill,therefore,seemtobeaffirmingthat
the Data Fiduciary is responsible for safe-
guardingtheinterestsofDataPrincipals.
In linewith this philosophy, the rest of

theBilldescribestheobligationsof theData
Fiduciaries towards Data Principals, the
rightsanddutiesof thelatterandtheregula-
tory framework throughwhichdatawill be
processed.WhiletheBill liststhe“duties”of
theDataPrincipals,thesehavenobearingon
the realisationof the rights providedby the
Bill. It marks new ground in Indian legisla-
tivehistorybyusing“she/her”pronouns.
Two aspects of the Bill are noteworthy.

First, inadditiontothegeneralobligationsto
prevent themisuse of the personal data of
individuals,theBillhasoutlinedacategoryof
SignificantDataFiduciaries–entitiesthatare
required to complywith additional meas-
ures to safeguard the personal data of indi-
viduals. This distinction is essential as only
companiesthatprocessvastamountsofdata
or have a potential impact on the country's
sovereignty and integrity need to take such
stringentmeasures. Suchmeasures reduce
thecompliancecostofcompaniesthatareat

anascent stage.
Second, onerous provisions on “data lo-

calisation”inthepreviousversionsoftheBill,
whichmandated companies to store user
data onlywithin India, have been omitted.
The reworked Bill permits the government
to notify countries towhich data transfers
maybepermitted.This isamajorrespite for
several tech companies, who have long
talked about the infeasibility of the data lo-
calisation provisions. A balance has now
beenstruckbetweenthelegitimateconcerns
ofbusinessesandtheprotectionofpersonal
dataof individuals.
While the Bill is, by and large, compre-

hensive.Section25andScheduleI, thatdeal
with penalties, require elaboration. Section
25referstothequantumoffinancialpenalty
thatmust be imposed on a person guilty of
non-complianceinmattersrelatedtodetail.
The focus remains only on the nature and
gravityof theviolation. Theproposed legis-
lationdoesnotconsiderthefinancialranking
of acompanybefore imposingpenalties.
The Bill must ensure that the penalties

imposed are proportionate to the size and
operations of a company – to be effective,
fines must not drive companies into eco-
nomic loss. A leaf can be taken from the
European Union’s General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR), amongst other similar

regulations,whichleviespenalties inaccor-
dancewiththetotal turnoverof companies.
TheBillsafeguardsindividualdata,whilst

alsopromotingcooperationbetweendatafi-
duciaries and the government. While it
drawsupon thebest practices of foreign ju-
risdictions, such as Europe and Australia, it
has been drafted in amanner that is tailor-
made to India’s requirements. Even the ex-
emptions granted to the Centre are ex-
tremely restrictive and in sync with past
judicial precedents and Article 19(2) of the
Constitution.
The Bill marks a significant shift in the

manner of drafting legislation. Historically,
comprehendingapieceof legislationinIndia
hasusuallybeenakintothemembershipof
an exclusive club—only legal practitioners,
policy professionals and ahandful of politi-
cians are able to understand and interpret
laws. This Bill marks a transition from
legalesetolegalsimplification.Itrealisesthat
itisinourbestintereststoensurethatalllaws
— especially legislation that have a signifi-
cant impactoncitizens—aremadeaccessi-
bletoallindividualsirrespectiveoftheirpro-
fessionaloreducational standing.

Rao isassociateatParinamLaw
Associatesand Jain isaLLMcandidateat the

UniversityofCambridge

An accessible law
NewDataProtectionBillprotectsprivacy,simplifiesmattersforsmallplayers

India’s currentaccountdeficit shows
that it’sdemandingmoredollars

than ithasaccess to

Messi has not been
consumed by ego as his
spectacular goal-assists
reveal. It would have been
understandable had he tried
to be the showman and try
solo goals. But that
wouldn’t be Messi — even
in his new version. The
snarling face is for the
opponents and also for his
inexperienced teammates to
know they have a saviour,
who is willing to get his
hands dirty. His goal-assists
still show the playmaker,
the artist in him.

IT’SNEVERBEENamatterofegowithLionel
Messi.Yet, thisWorldCup,hehasbaredhis
fangs for the first time to the footballing
world.Hehasarguedwith referees, picked
fightswithopposingcoaches, stareddown
opponents with piercing glares, mouthed
off to them and repeatedly stirred fans to
getbehindhim.This isMessi 2.0,wherehe
has internalised DiegoMaradona and un-
leashedhis fiery best.
For years, Argentina has lamented that

Messi is too nice a guy — he doesn’t take
ownership in anugly fight. Perhaps stirred
that this ishis lastdanceontheworldstage
— and egged on by the presence of several
young fan-boys around him in the team
who need a leader — Messi has moved
around the field likeabosswho is awareof
and comfortable with his stature. After
Maradona’sdeath,he isnowthebest living
Argentine footballer. The world has trem-
bled so far.
And yet, Messi has not been consumed

byegoashisspectaculargoal-assists reveal.
It would have been understandable had he
tried to be the showmanand try solo goals.
Butthatwouldn’tbeMessi—eveninhisnew
version. The snarling face is for the oppo-
nents and also for his inexperienced team-
mates to know they have a saviour, who is
willingtogethishandsdirty.Hisgoalassists
still showtheplaymaker, theartist inhim.
Consider this moment from the semi-

final against Croatia.Messi is in the part of
the fieldwhereopponentswouldbehappy
to have him: On the far right, with one of
the best defenders in theWorldCup, Josko
Gvardiol, to his left, cutting off Messi’s
favourite left foot.Hecan’tnowdribblewith
his preferred side, and there is no space to
his rightwiththesideline looming. Itwasa
sight out of a fantasymovie:A20-year-old
powerfulwarrior inamask(Gvardiolwears
one after a face injury) towering to the left
of a 35-year-old ageing hero. What does
Messido?Heplungesheadlongtowardsthe
goal. At this moment, Gvardiol must be
fairly confident and doesn’t even try to
shoulder-bargehim.After all,Messiwas in
hismost uncomfortable space.
The veteran doesn’t hare down. At this

age, he knows that’s not his strength. He
throwsoffGvardiolbystopping, stuttering,
throwinghimoff-kilter.Gvardiolknowsitof
course, but can’t be sure if the stutter is for
Messi to do his spin-around and pivot or if
he is trying to cut into the left by creating
space. So Gvardiol stays beside him.Messi
taps theball straight, oncewithhis left, the
othertimewithhisright,until theyarenow
in the box. Then he does the spin-around,
andGvardiol’saxis turnstoo.But it’sadou-
ble turn byMessi and he is backwaddling
awaytowardsthegoal.Thedefenderscram-
blesafterhim,resistingtheurgeto fouland
concede a penalty, but perhaps hopeful in
the knowledge that he is still besideMessi
to his left. There is no space to cut in. But
Messi isn’taftersolo-magicshows.Hehur-
tles on and then uses his non-preferred
right foot to caress a cross for the simplest
of goals forhispartner JulianAlvarez, aboy
whowhen 12 years old saidMessiwas his
hero andwho can’t believe he is living his
dreamof playingwith theGOAT.

Messi turnstowardshis fans,holdinghis
armsaloftbutdoesn’t soak it in.Sensinghis
greatest fan is right behind him, he turns
quickly to embracehis teammate.
Or rewind to that magic assist against

theNetherlandsafewdaysago.Now,heisin
his favourite space, shimmying to his left
acrossthegoaloutsidethebox, threatening
to cut in, but it’s just a feint. He carries on,
sucking the defenders towards him; even
the experienced Dutch captain Virgil van
Dijk,whois insidethebox, is stillmovingto
hisrightexpectingMessitocarryonatouch
further for theheroic curler into thenet.
But unexpectedly, Messi sprinkles his

magic. The left foot hooks the ball to send
it plummeting at a scarcely- believable
acute angle to Alvarez,whohas glided un-
noticedbytheDutchintotheboxtofindthe
target. Messi, on his celebratory run to-
wards the corner flag, senses his young
teammate's shyness. He repeatedly ges-
tures toAlvarez to cometohim.Even then,
Alvarez seems a tad shy as if debating if he
can touch his hero or let himhave hismo-
ment under the sun. And so, Messi jumps
intohis arms to cradle him.
Once, frustrated by what he saw as

Messi’s weakness, Maradona had blurted
out: “He’s a great player but he’s not a
leader. It’s useless trying tomake a leader

outofamanwhogoestothetoilet20times
before a game... We shouldn’t deify Messi
any longer. He’s Messi when he plays for
Barcelona. Messi is Messi when he wears
that shirt, and he’s another Messi with
Argentina.”
That has changed thisWorldCup.
“What are you looking at, fool? Go

away,” Messi snapped at Dutch striker
WoutWeghorstafter theirgame—aquote
that’s already part of football pop culture
after beingadornedoncoffeemugsandT-
shirts inArgentinawiththeoriginalwords
in Spanish, “Quémirás, bobo? Quémirás,
bobo?…Andápara allá”.
People in Argentina are gleefully lap-

ping upMessi 2.0. It’s as if they sense that
Messi is extending himself, going beyond
his character, for them.
Perhaps, the headline in a Brazilian

newspaper on themorning of Argentina’s
win over Croatia captured it best: Football
is ready to hand over the World Cup to
Messi.Not theotherwayaround.Thesport
itself is ready to honour its greatest artist.
Just as it did for Sachin Tendulkar in the
2011 world cup. Destiny is calling; Messi
seems not only ready but is saying, “Que
Miras, QueMiras, give the cup tome”.

sriram.veera@expressindia.com

Lionel Messi 2.0
Hehas internalisedDiegoMaradona’scriticismandunleashedhis fierybestwhile

displayingsilkenskillsandextraordinaryfootballing IQ

CR Sasikumar

Rajeswari Sengupta

SriramVeera

RheaRao and Janay Jain
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IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF
ÕXûIY À½FFÀ±¹F ¹FFadÂFIYe d½F·FF¦F, J¯OX-IYûSX¶FF (LX.¦F.)

I.T.I. Chowk, Rampur, Korba (C.G.)
E-mail: eekor-phe-cg@nic.in

LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX IZY SXFª¹F´FFÕX IYe AûSX ÀFZ ªFÕX ªFe½F³F d¸F¾F³F Aa°F¦FÊ°F EIYÕX ¦FiF¸F E½Fa ÀFûÕXSX/d¸F³Fe ªFÕX ´FiQF¹F ¹FûªF³FF Aa°F¦FÊ°F d½Fd·FÖF
IYF¹FûÊ IZY dÕXE ´Fid°F¾F°F QSX RYF¸FÊ kAl ¸FZÔ d³F¸³FF³FbÀFFSX d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`X:-

d³Fd½FQF E½Fa IYF¹FÊ IYF d½FÀ°FÈ°F d½F½FSX¯F ¹F±FF ²FSXûWXSX SXFd¾F, d¶FOX ½F`ôF°FF IYe d°Fd±F, IYF¹FÊ IYe A½Fd²F, d³Fd½FQFIYFSX
IYe ßFZ¯Fe, E½Fa IYF¹FûÊ °F±FF À±FÕX ÀFa¶Fa²Fe ªFF³FIYFSXe AFG³F ÕXFBÊ³F BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FcSX¸FZÔMX https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ´FSX dQ³FFaIY
17.12.2022 ÀFZ 26.12.2022 ÀF¸F¹F 05.30 ¶FªFZ °FIY QZJe E½Fa d¶FOX OXFÕXe ªFF ÀFIY°Fe W`XÜ d³Fd½FQF ¸FZÔ AF¦FF¸Fe ÀFa¾Fû²F³F
´FÈ±FIY ÀFZ ÀF¸FF¨FFSX ´FÂFûÔ ¸FZÔ ´FiIYFd¾F°F ³FWXeÔ dIY¹FZ ªFF½FZ¦FZÜ A°F: d³Fd½FQFIYFSX AFG³F ÕXFBÊ³F d³Fd½FQF ´FidIiY¹FF ¸FZÔ ÀF°F°FÐ ÀFa´FIÊY ¸FZÔ SXWZXÜ
A³¹F d½F½FSX¯F IYF¹FFÊÕX¹Fe³F ÀF¸F¹F ´FSX ÕXûIY À½FFÀ±¹F ¹FFadÂFIYe d½F·FF¦F, J¯OX IYûSX¶FF ¸FZÔ QZJZ ªFF ÀFIY°FZ W`XÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF

ÕXûIY À½FFÀ±¹F ¹FFadÂFIYe d½F·FF¦F, J¯OX-IYûSX¶FF (LX.¦F.)96693

AFG³F ÕXFBÊ³F d³Fd½FQF AF¸FaÂF¯F ÀFc̈ F³FF

d³Fd½FQF IiY./dQ³FFaIY

83/09.12.2022
85/09.12.2022
87/09.12.2022

dÀF.d³F.IiY.

116685
116688

116690

IYF¹FÊ IYe A³Fb¸FFd³F°F
ÕXF¦F°F (÷Y.ÕXFJ ¸FZÔ)

248.85
257.15

13.32

d³Fd½FQF IiY./
dQ³FFaIY

84/09.12.2022
86/09.12.2022

88/09.12.2022

dÀFd³F.IiY.

116687
116689
116822

IYF¹FÊ IYe A³Fb¸FFd³F°F ÕXF¦F°F
(÷Y.ÕXFJ ¸FZÔ)
208.17
108.25
17.75

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Sanjay @ Chunnu S/o Raju R/o Jhuggi No.
110 block 19.20 Kalyanpuri Delhi have committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence under FIR. No.
55/2008 U/s 394/379/307/411/34 IPC.has been registered
at P.S. Kalyanpuri, Delhi and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said, Sanjay @
Chunnu cannot be found and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said, Sanjay @ Chunnu has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused ,
Sanjay @ Chunnu of FIR.No.55/2008 u/s 394/379
/307/411/34 IPC. registered at PS. Kalyanpuri, Delhi
required to appear before this court to answer the said
complaint on or before 20.01.2023.
DP/3781/ED/2022- Court matter Sh. Arun Sukhija ASJ-03

(East) Room no.06 IInd floor
Karkardooma Courts Delhi

(Through e-tendering only)
Short Term Tender is invited from Reputed & Prestigious
Registered Training Institutions through E-Procurement
Portal, to provide Residential Pre-Examination Training
to Scheduled Tribes Candidates to Join Various Defence
Forces / Uniform Services for the year 2022-23. Tender
notification number is given below.
SWD/PETC/S-4/CR-01/ST/2022-23.

For More details please visit website
https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in

The Tender is opening on: 16.12.2022 and the
last date for submission of tender is 31.12.2022
at 5:30 P.M.

Sd/-, Commissioner
Social Welfare Department

Bengaluru

No.: SWD/PETC/S-4/CR-01/ST/2022-23 Date: 15.12.2022

Office of the Commissioner, 5th Floor, MS Building,
Ambedkar Veedhi, Bengaluru - 01 Ph: 080-22207784

SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT

DIPR/CP/LC/3541/2022-23

NOTIFICATION OF TENDER

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed tenders are invited from the Online Exam Service Providers with sound
technical and financial cpabilities for conduct of Online Examination (Computer
Based Test) across India and processing thereof on behalf of Centre for
Professional Excellence in Cooperatives (C-PEC) situated in BIRD, Lucknow.

Tender document can be downloaded from our website
https://birdlucknow.nabard.org/ and https://bird-cpec.nabard.org/. Any
addendum/ Corrigendum will be issued on the mentioned website only.

Last date for Submission of tender in BIRD
Lucknow office is 06 January 2023. (15:30 hrs)

Bankers Institute of Rural Development (BIRD)
Sector-H, LDA Colony, Kanpur Road, Lucknow - 226016

New Delhi
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LONDON,DECEMBER15

GERMAN TENNIS star Boris
Becker,55,hasbeenfreedfroma
British prison, the government
said onThursday,meaninghe is
now expected to be deported
fromthecountry.
In April, Becker, a six-times

GrandSlamchampion,wasjailed
fortwoyearsandsixmonthsbya
Londoncourtforhidinghundreds
of thousandsofpoundsofassets

afterhewasdeclaredbankrupt.
“Any foreignnationalwho is

convictedofacrimeandgivena
prisonsentenceisconsideredfor
deportationattheearliestoppor-
tunity,” theHomeOfficesaid ina
statement. They alsodeclined to
comment directly on Boris
Becker'scase.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

FORESHADOWING SHUTDOWN

MUSK’STWITTERCOULDTUSSLE WITHEURULES
Officials have warned that the more unfettered version of the social media company will have to
comply with EU’s Digital Services Act. A strict set of laws against toxic content, it doesn't fully take
effect until 2024, EU officials are scrambling to recruit enough workers to hold Big Tech to account.20
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THEWORLD
CHRISTMASTRUCERULEDOUT

REUTERS
DONESTSK,DECEMBER15

UKRAINIANFORCESstagedtheir
heaviest shellingattack inyears
in the country's Russian-con-
trolled east on Thursday,
Moscow-installed officials said,
as both sides ruled out a
Christmastruceinthenearly10-
month-oldwar.
AlexeiKulemzin,theRussian-

backedmayor of Donetsk city,
said 40 rocketswere fired from
BM-21 Grad multiple rocket
launchers at civilians in the city
centre intheearlyhours.
Meanwhile Russian forces

kept up shelling and air strikes
alongtheentireeasternfrontline,
killing one person, while two
werekilledinthesoutherncityof
Kherson,Ukrainianofficialssaid.
MoscowandKyivarenotcur-

rently holding talks to end
Europe's biggest conflict since
WorldWarTwo,ragingmainlyin
Ukraine'seastandsouthwithlit-
tlemovementoneitherside.
"TheKremlin... is seeking to

turn theconflict intoaprolonged
armed confrontation," a senior
Ukrainian officer, Brigadier
General OleksiyGromov, told a
briefing, alsodismissing thepos-
sibilityofChristmastruce.
On Wednesday, Kremlin

spokesmanDmitry Peskov had
said a Christmas ceasefire was
"noton theagenda".
Kulemzin cast the Donetsk

attackasawarcrimeandsaid it
wasthebiggestonthecitysince
2014, when pro-Moscow sepa-
ratists seized it fromKyiv's con-
trol. Preliminary estimates
showed five people had been
hurt, includingachild,hesaid.
Ukrainedidnot immediately

respondtohiscomments.
Ukraine's military General

Staff said Moscow's focus re-
mained on the eastern cities of
Bakhmut andAvdiivka, and that
Ukrainian forces had repelled
Russian attacks. adding that
Russianforcescontinuedtostrike
Ukrainian troops and civil infra-
structure in Donetsk and in
ZaporizhzhiaandKherson.
"TheRussiansfiredatdifferent

areasalongtheentirefrontlineall
night and in themorning," the
UkrainiangovernorofDonetskre-
gion,PavloKyrylenko,saidonthe
Telegrammessagingapp.
One personwas killed near

Bakhmut, he said, adding: "It is
dangerous tostay in theDonetsk
region!Evacuateintime!"
Reuterswasunabletoimme-

diatelyverifybattlefieldaccounts
fromeitherside.

Ukraine resorts toheaviest
shelling in itsRussia-heldEast

HeadnurseSvetlanaremovesdebris fromawardof ahospitalhitbyshelling inthecourseof
Russia-Ukraineconflict inDonetsk,Russian-controlledUkraine.Reuters

STEPHENGREY,MAURICE
TAMMANANDMARIA
ZHOLOBOVA
DECEMBER15

THE HUNDREDS OF Russian
droneshoveringominouslyover
theUkrainianbattlefieldowetheir
existencetoanelastic,sanctions-
evading supply chain that often
runs through a shabby office
aboveaHongKongmarketplace,
andsometimesthroughayellow
stuccohomeinsuburbanFlorida.
The"SeaEagle"Orlan10UAV

isadeceptive,relativelylow-tech
andcheapkillerthathasdirected
many of the up to 20,000 ar-
tilleryshellsthatRussiahasfired
daily on Ukrainian positions in

2022, killing up to 100 soldiers
per day, according to Ukrainian
commanders.
An investigation by Reuters

andiStories,aRussianmediaout-
let,incollaborationwiththeRoyal
United Services Institute, a de-
fence think tank in London, has
uncovered a logistical trail that
spans the globe and ends at the
Orlan's production line, the
Special TechnologyCentre in St.
Petersburg,Russia.
The Special Technology

Centre,whichoncemadeavari-
ety of surveillance gadgets for
the Russian government and
now focuses on drones for the
military,wasfirsttargetedbyU.S.
sanctionsafterPresidentBarack
Obama said it hadworkedwith

Russianmilitary intelligence to
try to influence the 2016 U.S.
presidential election.
Thesanctions,whichtookef-

fect in 2017, barred any
American citizen or resident, or
any U.S. company from supply-
ing anything thatmight end up
with the Special Technology
Centre. InMarchof thisyear, the
U.S.governmenttightenedthose
restrictionsbyblockingall sales
of any American products for
anymilitaryenduser,andeffec-
tively blocked all sales toRussia
of high-technology items like
microchips, communications
andnavigationequipment.
Noneof thathasstoppedthe

productionof theOrlandrone.
REUTERS

The global supply trail that
leads to Russia’s killer drones

Consequences if US missiles go to Ukraine: Russia

JAMEYKEATEN
KYIV,DECEMBER15

RUSSIA’S FOREIGN Ministry
warned Thursday that if the
United States confirms reports
that it plans to deliver sophisti-
cated air defense missiles to
Ukraine, it would be “another
provocative move by the U.S.”
that could prompt a response
fromMoscow.
Ministry spokesperson

Maria Zakharova said in a
weeklybriefingthattheU.S.had
“effectively become a party” to
thewarinUkraine,followingre-
ports that it will provide Kyiv
with Patriot surface-to-airmis-
siles, the most advanced the
West has yet offered to help re-
pelRussianaerial attacks.
GrowingamountsofU.S.mil-

itary assistance, including the
transfer of such sophisticated
weapons, “would mean even
broaderinvolvementofmilitary

personnel in the hostilities and
could entail possible conse-
quences,”Zakharovaadded.
Shedidnot specifywhat the

consequencesmightbe.
U.S. officials said Tuesday

thatWashingtonwas poised to
approve sending a Patriot mis-
silebatterytoUkraine, agreeing
torequest fromtheir leaders for
more robust weapons to shoot
Russianmissiles.
An official announcement is

expectedsoon. AP

REGINAGARCIACANO
LIMA,DECEMBER15

PERU’S NEW government de-
clared a national emergency
Thursday as it struggled to calm
violent protests over President
PedroCastillo’s ouster, suspend-
ing the rights of “personal secu-
rity and freedom” across the
Andeannationfor30days.
Acts of vandalism, violence

andhighwayblockadesasthou-
sands of Peruvians are in the
streets“requireaforcefulandau-
thoritative response from the
government,” DefenseMinister
LuisOtarolaPeñarandasaid.
Thedeclarationsuspendsthe

rightsof assemblyand freedom
ofmovementandempowersthe
police,supportedbythemilitary,
to search people’s homeswith-
outpermissionorjudicialorder.
Otarola said it had not been de-

terminedwhetheranightlycur-
fewwouldbe imposed.
Peru has been wracked by

nearly aweek of political crisis
andunrest.
Thedefenseministersaidthe

declarationwasagreedtobythe
council ofministers.
Itdidn’tmentionPeru’snew

president, Dina Boluarte, who
was sworn in by Congress last
week hours after lawmakers
oustedCastillo.
Referring todemands for im-

mediateelections, shesuggested
they could be held a year from
now,fourmonthsbeforeherprior
proposal,whichplacatednoone.
Boluartefloatedthepossibil-

ity of scheduling general elec-
tions for December 2023 to re-
porters just before a hearing to
determine whether Castillo
would remain jailed for 18
monthswhile authorities build
arebellioncaseagainsthim. AP

Soldiersstandguardafterclearingaroadblocktotheairport
inArequipa,Peru.AP

Emergency
declared in Peru
amid protests

Boris
Becker.
Reuters

REUTERS
LONDON,DECEMBER15

PRINCE HARRY and his wife
Meghanpiled fresh criticismon
theBritishroyalsinnewepisodes
of their documentary series re-
leasedonThursday, accusinghis
elder brother PrinceWilliamof
screaming at himduring a sum-
mittodiscusshisfuture.
In the final three episodes of

theNetflix series, Harry also said
aidesforWilliam,nowheirtothe

throne, had been complicit in
negativestoriesappearingabout
the couple in the media and
blamed the press for Meghan
havingamiscarriage.
"I would far rather get de-

stroyed in the press than play
alongwiththisgame,orthisbusi-
ness of trading," Harry said. "To
seemybrother's office copy the
verysamethingthatwepromised
the twoof uswould never ever
do, thatwasheartbreaking."
Harry andMeghan stepped

downfromroyaldutiesinMarch.
PrinceWilliam(L),Harry,andMeghanMarkle (R)Reuters

RUSSIA

ISIspacewalk
cancelleddueto
coolantleak
Moscow: A spacewalk by
two Russian astronauts
aboard the International
Space Station was can-
celled at the last minute
aftermission controllers
noticed a spray of white
particles leaking from an
attached spacecraft. The
astronauts, Sergey
Prokopyev and Dmitriy
Petelin,hadalreadysuited
up and depressurised an
airlock when their mis-
sion was called off on
Wednesday night. They
were preparing for a six-
and-a-half hour space-
walk before flight con-
trollers in Moscow and
Houston observed the
“significant leaking of an
unknown substance”
from the Soyuz MS-22
spacecraft,NASAsaid.The
problem,NASA said later,
wasacoolant leak.NYT

RussianSoyuzMS-19
spaceship. APFile

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

EUROPE

Kosovoformally
requeststojoin
EU;Serbiaangry
Prague: Kosovo's prime
minister Albin Kurti on
Thursday formally tabled
his country's application
to be grantedmember-
ship in the European
Union. Kosovo submitted
the application to Czech
Minister for European
Affairs Mikulas Bek,
whose country currently
holdstherotatingEUpres-
idency. Five European
Union countries—Spain,
Romania,Slovakia,Greece
and Cyprus — have not
recognisedKosovoasana-
tion, saying it could asie
seperatism in their own.
Kosovo has become the
latest country in the
WesternBalkans to apply
forthe27-memberbloc.
AP

JAPAN

Militaryprobe
findsover100
sexabusecases
Tokyo: Japan’s army on
Thursdayfiredfiveservice-
men and punished four
others in a sexual assault
case brought by a former
soldier, prompting a rare
investigation across
Defence Ministry that
foundover100othercom-
plaints of abuse, officials
said.RinaGonoifileda ha-
rassment case last year,
saying she had suffered
multipleassaultsby male
colleagues.Preliminaryre-
sultsofharassmentprobe
launched found 1,414
complaints, theministry
saidonThursday. AP

LABOUR LEVELS CHARGES AGAINST CONSERVATIVES FOR LOSING CONTROL

As strikes expand, Britain faces a new ‘winter of discontent’
MARKLANDLER
LONDON,DECEMBER15

WITH A TRIPLE-whammy of
frigid weather, an early snow-
fall and crippling strikes across
multiple industries, Britain ap-
pears headed into what the
London tabloids, perhaps in-
evitably, are labeling another
winter of discontent.
Postal workers and railway

employees have walked out,
holdingupChristmaspackages
and disrupting the travel plans
of millions two weeks before
the holiday. On Thursday, they
will be joined by as many as

100,000 nurses in a one-day
work stoppage that could slow
treatment inhospitalsandclin-
ics across England.
Driving-test examiners at

motor-vehicle departments are
going on strike, as well as bag-
gagehandlers, bus drivers, road
crewsandenergy-companyem-
ployees. The newspapers have
takentopublishingcolor-coded
calendars to help readers keep
trackofwhichserviceswillbein-
terruptedonwhatdate.
Theproliferatinglaborunrest

has drawn comparisons to the
originalwinter of discontent, in
1978and1979,whenpublicand
private-sector strikes paralyzed

the country. That cemented a
sense that the Labour prime
minister, James Callaghan, had
lost control, andultimately top-
pledhisgovernment.
Much has changed since

then, of course, not least the
powerof tradeunionsinBritain,
much diminished since the
1970s.Butthepoliticaldangerto
theConservativegovernmentof
PrimeMinister Rishi Sunak is
stillacute.Criticshaveseizedon
the chance to blame him for a
country that seemsbroken.
“History is a reallybigwarn-

ing sign for Sunak and com-
pany,” saidMatthewGoodwin,
a professor of politics at the

UniversityofKent.“Itwasthein-
dustrialchaosofthelate’70sthat

paved the way for a decade of
Thatcher.Thisiscompoundinga

senseinthecountrythatnobody
is really incontrol.”
Sunak said in an interview

with The Daily Mail published
early Thursday that he planned
to introduce anti-strike legisla-
tion next year. “I would really
hope thatunion leaders can see
that it’s not right to cause such
misery and disruption to so
many people, particularly at
Christmastime,”hetoldtheout-
let.
The primeminister was al-

readygrapplingwithasurfeitof
otherproblems:double-digitin-
flation, rising interest rates and
a recession. OnWednesday, he
surpassed the number of days

thathisill-fatedpredecessor,Liz
Truss, survived in office— a pe-
riodmarkedby lessdramathan
Truss’stenurebutscarcelyfewer
challenges.
The deepening labor unrest

dominatedSunak’s last appear-
anceof theyearatprimeminis-
ter’squestionsinParliament.He
and his chief antagonist, the
LabourPartyleaderKeirStarmer,
recycled lines that could have
beenusedby Callaghanandhis
rival,MargaretThatcher.Butthis
time, their roleswere reversed.
“After12yearsofToryfailure,

winterhas arrived for ourpublic
services, andwe’ve got a prime
ministerwhohas curled up in a

ballandgoneintohibernation,”
Sunak countered that the

government had made good-
faith wage offers to workers in
several sectors, andaccusedthe
LabourPartyof“protectingtheir
paymasters” in the unions. The
primeminister claimed, some-
what implausibly, that the
strikes were “Labour’s night-
marebeforeChristmas.”
Butfornow,theConservatives

are in power, and Labour is por-
traying the government’s failure
to settle the unrest as part of a
broader failure tomanage the
economy— just as Thatcher ac-
cused. Callaghanmore than 40
yearsago. NYT

UKPMRishiSunakfacedbitingcriticismfromopposition
onhandlingof strikethreats inBritan.NYT

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,DECEMBER15

APAKISTANI court on Thursday
askedImranKhantoappearnext
monthafteracceptingapleafiled
by the country's Election
Commission, seeking criminal
proceedings against the former
premierfornotrevealingthepro-
ceedsof sale fromthestategifts.
The Islamabad district and

sessionscourtdeemedthepeti-
tion for criminal proceedings
against the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf chairman in the

Toshakhana (state depository)
case asmaintainable and sum-
monedhimon January9.
The Election Commission of

Pakistan (ECP) lastmonth filed a
case against Khan in the district
court after disqualifyinghimon
October21inToshakhanacase.
The plea asked the court to

proceed against Khan under
criminal law for allegedlymis-
leading officials about the gifts
he received from foreign digni-
taries during his tenure as the
primeminister. Khan has been
sayingthrcaseisawitchhuntto
disqualifyhim. PTI

Beijing: TheChinese foreignmin-
istry said on Thursday that
"strong and forceful counter-
measures"willbetakenafterac-
cusingBritainoffailingtoprotect
Chinesestaff at theChinesecon-
sulate inManchester during a
protest inOctober.
Britishpolicehadbeeninves-

tigating the alleged assault on a
protesterwhowas beaten after
being dragged inside the
groundsof theconsulateduring
a demonstration against
PresidentXi Jinping. REUTERS

In Netflix series, Harry accuses William of yelling
at him, his aides for leaking stories to the media

Pak court admits EC’s plea
for proceedings against
Imran in Toshakhana case

EU nations have
another go at
Russia sanctions
amid Polish,
Baltic concerns

REUTERS
BRUSSELS,DECEMBER15

EUROPEAN UNION countries
willmakeanotherpushtoagree
on a ninth package of sanctions
againstMoscowonThursdayaf-
terPolandandLithuaniablocked
a deal over concerns it might
benefit Russian oligarchs in the
fertilizerbusiness.
The two countries rejected

the package saying it would of-
fer Russian oligarchs loopholes
to evade EU sanctions,
Lithuanian Foreign Minister
Gabrielius Landsbergis told re-
porters inVilnius.
Fresh sanctions onMoscow

have been held up by disagree-
ment over whether the EU
shouldmakeiteasierforRussian
fertilizerexportstopassthrough
European ports, evenwhen the
producers are owned by black-
listedoligarchs.
SomesayEUrestrictionspose

afoodsecuritythreattodevelop-
ingcountries,whileothersargue
that relaxing themwould allow
Russian oligarchswho own fer-
tilizer businesses to dodge EU
sanctionsagainst them.
As EU leaders gathered for

the last summit of the year in
Brussels, an EU diplomat said
countrieshadmovedcloser toa
deal and that a new sanctions
draft was expected to be circu-
latedonThursdayevening.

China vows
'strong' measures
over UK incident

US to double the
training of
Ukrainian forces
Washington: THE PENTAGON is
expanding the training that the
U.S.militaryprovidestoUkrainian
troops,with plans tomore than
doublethenumberofforcesitin-
structs at a base inGermany, ac-
cordingtotwoU.S.officials.
The expanded training,

which officials said President
Biden had approved this week,
wouldenableAmericaninstruc-
tors to train a Ukrainian battal-
ion—about600to800troops—
each month, beginning early
nextyear, theofficials said.
Thatisamajorincreaseinthe

overallnumberofUkrainiansthe
United States trains outside the
country—nowaveragingabout
300troopsamonth.
Since the war started, the

United States has trained 3,100
Ukrainian soldiers, in smaller
groups,onspecificweaponslike
artillery systems, according to
theDefenseDepartment statis-
tics. NYT

Boris Becker set free,
likely to be deported

New Delhi
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Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2022-23/22649-58 Date 14.12.2022
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Construction of Para Academy Hostel Building at Vidhyadhar Nagar Stadium, Jaipur.
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JATINGROVER
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BHARTIAIRTELonThursday
stole a march over Adani
Groupinbagginganexternal
contract in the private 5G
networkspace.
The company did so by

entering into an agreement
withTechMahindrawherein
the two would deploy the
new technology solution at
Mahindra and Mahindra's
auto plant at Chakan in
Maharashtra.Thiswillmake
the Chakan plant the coun-
try's first 5G-enabled auto
manufacturingunit.
AdaniGroupwastheonly

non-telecom firm to have
participated in the auctions
in July to acquire
5G spectrum for
building private
networks. It has
both theoptions –
buildthenetworks
foritsownfirmsas
well as for other
enterprises.
Thenaturalad-

vantage which
Adani Group had
over telcos like
Bhartiwas in bag-
ging contracts for
private networks of enter-
prises, as it would be one of
themainstay of its 5G busi-
ness.Further,sincetelcosare
opposed to direct allocation
ofspectrumtoenterprises, it
wasfeltthatlatterwouldopt
for a non-telecom firm to
buildtheirprivatenetworks.
However, Bharti-TechM

partnership surprised ob-
serversbynotonlybeingthe
firsttocementanalliancebut
by also laying the roadmap
for a wholly new nature of
partnershipswhicharepos-
sible between telcos and

other enterprises to deploy
private 5G networks in the
days tocome.
So far, the speculation

was that enterprises would
either lease spectrum from
telcos and build such net-
worksthemselvesorwaitfor
the government to directly
allocate spectrumto them.
According to sector ana-

lysts,thepartnershipislikely
to put to rest the strong op-
position voiced by telcos
againstdirectallocationof5G
spectrum to enterprises for
buildingprivatenetworksas
therewould be possibilities
ofcollaborationinsuchcases
also.Whilethetwosidesdid
not disclose the commercial
aspects relating to this part-
nership, industry experts

said that since
Bharti Airtel will
be providing the
spectrum to build
the private net-
work, its share of
the contract fee
would be higher
than Tech
Mahindra's.
“This is justthe

beginning, and I
amcertainwewill
showcase many
more innovative

usecasesthatwillhelprede-
finemanufacturinginIndia,”
Ajay Chitkara, director and
CEO,AirtelBusiness, said.
“We are confident that

this partnership will help
unlockopportunitiesacross
industries to improve pro-
ductivity, drive intelligent
network-ledenterprisedig-
italisation,andspur innova-
tion,” Manish Vyas, presi-
dent, communications,
media and entertainment
business, andCEO, network
services, Tech Mahindra,
said. FE

SECTORWATCH
TELECOM

Airtel partners TechM
for private network at
M&M’s Chakan plant

The
partnership
willmake
Chakan
plant India’s
first5G-
enabled
autounit

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER15

THEDOMESTICequitymarketsfell
1.4percentonThursdaytracking
weak global cues after the US
FederalReservesignaledofmore
ratehikesinthefuturetotamein-
flationevenasitslowedthepaceof
itsrateincreases.
The 30-share BSE Sensex

tanked878.88points, or 1.4 per
cent, to close at 61,799.03. The
broader NSE Nifty shed 245.4
points, or 1.32per cent, to endat
18,414.09.
In its policy announced on

December 14, the US Federal
Reserve raised thepolicy interest
rateby50basis points to4.5per
cent. Thiswas a slower ratehike
after fourconsecutivehikesof 75
basispointsinpreviousmeetings.
TheUS inflationeased to7.1per
centinNovembercomparedto7.7
percentinthepreviousmonth.
“TheFedhasstartledthemar-

ket bymaintaining its hawkish
tone,asinvestorswereexpectinga

softerapproachafterthereleaseof
better-than-expected inflation
numbers,”saidVinodNair,headof
research,GeojitFinancial.
KotakSecuritiesLtdheadofeq-

uity research (retail) Shrikant
Chouhan saidmarketsweredis-
appointedaftertheFedindicated
that the rate hike regimewould
continuenextyear,whichfurther
accentuated the already fragile
market sentimentprompting in-
vestors to trimtheirequityexpo-
sure. The US Fed effect led to a
massivesell-off in themarketsas
banking,IT,metalandrealtystocks
received severepounding at the
handsof investors,hesaid.
ThestockofInfosysclosed2.59

percentdownatRs1,539.4apiece

and that of Tata Consultancy
Services ended at Rs 3,304.55
apiece,down1.79percent,onBSE.
TechMahindra’s shares closed
3.98per centdownatRs1,022.7
apiece.
Meanwhile, the Bank of

EnglandandtheEuropeanCentral
Bank onThursday raised policy
rates by 50 basis points in their
fight against inflation. Both the
centralbankshavealso indicated
toincreaseratesfurther.
OnThursday, foreign institu-

tional investors (FIIs) net soldRs
710.74 crore of shares in thedo-
mestic capitalmarket, theBSE’s
provisionaldatashowed.Sofarin
December,FIIshavepumpedinRs
9,017crore into thedomestic eq-

uities.Lastmonth,theoverseasin-
vestorsnetboughtRs36,239crore
fromthestockmarket.
GlobalinvestmentbankCredit

SuisseinareportsaidFPIflowscan
be constrained, givenpressured
risk-appetite inCY23can impact
equityflowsinemergingmarkets
(EM)Asiafunds.DIIinflows,onthe
otherhand,arenowmoremean-
ingful than FPI flows, rolling 12
monthsat a recordhigh$40bil-
lionasagainst$20billion(around
Rs165,000crore)ofFPIoutflows.
Trackingtheequitymarket,the

rupeealsofellby27paisetoclose
at 82.76 against theUSdollar as
againstthepreviouscloseof82.49.
“Rupee continues to remain

oneof theweakest currencies as
demandfordollarsremainsstrong
intheonshoremarketandlackof
exporterssellingandcarrytrades,
keep supply low.Ahawkish Fed
also helpedUSD,” saidAnindya
Banerjee,vicepresident(currency
derivatives& interest ratederiva-
tives),KotakSecuritiesLtd.
He expects a range of 82.25

and83.00onspot,innearterm.

USFEDRAISEDPOLICYINTERESTRATEBY50BPS

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER 15

META HAS taken down a net-
work of fake accounts on
Facebook and Instagram that
were being operated by an
Indian firm called CyberRoot
Risk Advisory. This network,
consisting of around 40 ac-
counts,primarilyengagedinso-
cial engineering and phishing,
often intended to trick people
into giving up their credentials
to various online accounts
across the Internet.
CyberRoot Risk Advisory is

the second Indian firm that
Meta has cracked down on for
allegedly operating fake ac-
countsusedinsuspectedefforts
to hack people’s phones, com-
putersandonlineaccountssuch
as their socialmedia or emails.
Thefirm’shackingactionswere
focusedonbusinessexecutives,
lawyers,doctors,activists, jour-
nalists and members of the
clergy in countries like
Kazakhstan, Djibouti, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa and
Iceland.
CyberRoot is part of the

global surveillance-for-hire in-
dustry that targets people
across the internet tocollect in-
telligence, manipulate them
into revealing information and
compromise their devices and
accounts.
These firms are part of a

sprawlingindustrythatprovide
intrusive software tools and
surveillanceservices indiscrim-
inatelytoanycustomer,andare
typically used against opposi-
tionpoliticians, journalists,hu-
man rights activists, and rival
businesses.
Metasaidthatsince late last

year, it has takenactionagainst
spyware vendors around the
world, including in China,
Russia, Israel, theUnited States
and India,whotargetedpeople
inabout200countries and ter-
ritories.
WhileMeta did not provide

specific information about the

expanse of CyberRoot’s activi-
ties, it said that the firm used
fakeaccountstocreatefictitious
personas tailored to gain trust
with the people they targeted
around theworld.
“To appear more credible,

these personas impersonated
journalists,businessexecutives
and media personalities. In
somecases,CyberRootalsocre-
ated accounts thatwere nearly
identical toaccountsconnected
totheir targets liketheir friends
andfamilymembers,withonly
slightly changed usernames,
likely inanattempttotrickpeo-
ple intoengaging,”Metasaid in
a report Thursday.
The network operated by

CyberRoot spoofed domains of
major email providers, video
conferencing and file sharing
tools, including Gmail, Zoom,
Facebook, Dropbox, Yahoo,
OneDriveandtargets’corporate
email servers. These domains
wereusedforstealinglogincre-
dentials to the victims’ online
accounts on these services.
“Our investigation found

CyberRoottargetpeoplearound
the world, working in a wide
range of industries including
cosmeticsurgeryandlawfirms
in Australia, real-estate and in-
vestment companies in Russia,
private equity firms and phar-
maceutical companies in the
US, environmental and anti-
corruption activists in Angola,
gamblingentities intheUK,and
mining companies in New
Zealand,”Meta said.

SURVEILLANCE-FOR-hire
industry targetspeople
across the internet tocol-
lect intelligence,manip-
ulate theminto revealing
informationandcom-
promise theirdevices
andaccounts.

Surveillance
-for-hire
firmsE●EX
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WHATSAPP PAY India Vinay
Choletti has resigned just after
fourmonths hewas elevated to
theposition, according tohisde-
tails onaprofessional socialme-
diaplatform.
Choletti's resignation is the

fourthhigh-profile exit in about
one andhalfmonths fromMeta
inIndiaafteritscountryheadAjit
Mohan stepped down in
November.WhatsAppIndiahead
AbhijitBoseandMetaIndiaPublic
PolicyHeadRajiv Aggarwal also
resignedlastmonth.

WhatsApp Pay
India head
Vinay Choletti
resigns

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER15

DOMESTIC INSTITUTIONAL in-
vestors (DIIs) inflows to the
Indianequitymarkets are likely
to sustain at around $40billion
(aroundRs330,000crore)incal-
endar year 2023, global invest-
mentbankCreditSuissehassaid.
Credit Suisse said foreign

portfolio investment (FPI) flows
can be constrained, given pres-
sured risk-appetite in CY23 can
impactequityflowsinemerging
markets (EM)Asia funds.
DII inflows, on the other

hand,arenowmoremeaningful

thanFPIflows,rolling12months
at a record high $ 40 billion as
against $20 billion (around Rs
165,000 crore) of FPI outflows,
the firmsaid.
Of themajor contributors to

DII flows, Credit Suisse expects
insurance ($12 billion a year),
Employees' Provident Fund
Organization (EPFO) ($ 7-8 bil-
lion)andSystematicInvestment
Plans (SIPs) ($ 18-20 billion a
year)tosustain,evenasnon-SIP
retail flows continuemoderat-

ing due to higher rates and im-
provement in real estate. “This
shouldkeepvaluationmultiples
supported,” said Neelkanth
Mishra, Co-Head of Equity
Strategy, Asia-Pacific and India
Head of Research at Credit
Suisse.FPIinvestorsnetsold$32
billion of Indian equities from
October 2021 to July 2022, and
havenetbought$15billionsince
then.
“We found that despite

heavy selling, India’sweight re-

mained unchanged, suggesting
theoutflowsweremainlydueto
redemption pressure at global,
EM or APAC equity funds, via
whichmostFPIsinvestinIndia,”
Mishra said at a media round-
tableconference.
DIIsnowownarecord15per

cent of the BSE-500 shares, just
3.3percentagepointsbelowthe
shareofFPIs,whichhasnowde-
clined tonine-year lows.
“Non-SIP retail flows are

likelytomoderatefurther,dueto
higher deposit rates and an im-
provingreal-estateprovidingal-
ternativeopportunities,”Mishra
said. Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

DIIs inflows to equity may sustain around
$40 billion in 2023, says Credit Suisse

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 15

THE MEETINGS of the first
DevelopmentWorking Group
(DWG) under India’s G20
Presidency concluded
Thursday inMumbai.
The meeting, which began

onDecember13,deliberatedon
various key global issues, in-
cludingharnessingdata forde-
velopment, Lifestyle for
Environment (LiFE) and collec-
tive climate action.
While speakingon ‘Data for

Development’, India’sDWGco-
chairs andMinistry of External
Affairs jointsecretariesNagaraj
NaiduandEenamGambhirem-

phasised on the need to gal-
vanise global efforts to effec-
tivelyaccelerateeffortstoattain
the goals of the2030Agenda.
“…as nations strive towards

attainmentoftheSDGs(sustain-
able development goals), atten-
tion now coalesces globally on
digitalsolutionsandsystemsthat
enable theeffectiveprovisionof
essential societywide functions
and services,” they stated.
Delegates from G20 countries
welcomed India’s focus on SDG
12: ‘Responsible Consumption
andProduction,’anddeliberated
avenuestointegratelocalisedre-
alitiesandknowledge,delineate
scopeandscale,andidentifypol-
icymeasures. Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

DWG talks under India’s
G20 presidency conclude

BRIEFLY
Reliancebrand
Mumbai:RelianceConsumer
ProductsLtd,theFMCGarm
andafullyownedsubsidiary
of RelianceRetail Ventures,
haslauncheditsindigenous
made-for-India consumer
packaged goods brand,
Independence, in Gujarat.
The brand offers a wide
rangeofproducts,including
processedfoods,edibleoils,
grainsandotherdailyessen-
tials.ENS

IndegeneIPO
NewDelhi: Indegene Ltd, a
healthcaretechfirmfocused
onthegloballifesciencesin-
dustry,hasfiledpreliminary
paperswithcapitalmarkets
regulator Sebi to raise as
much as Rs 3,200 crore
through an Initial Public
Offering.PTI

Hyundaihike
NewDelhi:HyundaiMotor
IndiaLtdonThursdaysaidit
willincreasepricesofitsve-
hicles acrossmodels from
nextmonthcitingrising in-
put. The company joins the
likesofmarketleaderMaruti
Suzuki India, TataMotors,
Mercedes-Benz, Audi,
Renault, Kia India andMG
Motor,whohavealsomade
the year-end announce-
ments to hike prices from
nextmonth.PTI

HPCL,debt
New Delhi :Hindustan
PetroleumCorporation Ltd
will raiseRs10,000crore in
debtfromdomesticorover-
seasmarkettofunditsoilre-
fining and fuelmarketing
operations, the company
said.ThecompanyraisedRs
750croreviadebentureson
private placement basis to
refinance "existing borow-
ingand/orfundingofcapial
expenditure".PTI

PRASANTASAHU
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER15

THECENTREwillsettheborrow-
ing limit for states in FY24 at 3.5
per cent of gross state domestic
product(GSDP),including50ba-
sis points linked topower sector
reforms. This is in syncwith the
fiscalpathrecommendedbythe
15thFinanceCommission(FC).
While some states have de-

mandedahigherceilingfornext
year, officials said the Centre
would rather stick to the fiscal
consolidationpath,astheCovid-
induced higher borrowings un-
derbystatesunderincreasedlim-
its inFY21andFY22, raisedtheir
debt levels. Of course, all states
did not exhaust the additional
borrowingspaceevenduringthe
Covidperiod.
In the pre-budget meeting

with union finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
November 25, Bihar Finance
MinisterVijayKumarChoudhary
saidtheborrowinglimitforstates
should be at 4 per cent of GSDP

for another year. The Centre has
settheborrowinglimitat3.5per
cent of GSDP for FY23with an-
other 50 bps window if states
carry out reforms in the power
sector, taking the total space to4
per cent. Tamil Nadu has also
sought a higher borrowing limit
forthenextfiscal.
For states, theFChadrecom-

mended a fiscal deficit limit of 4
per cent for FY22, 3.5per cent in
FY23and3percentduringFY24-
26. If a state is unable to fully
utilisethesanctionedborrowing
limit during the first four years
(FY22-FY25), it could avail the
unutilisedborrowingamount in

subsequent years (within FY22-
FY26). Extra annual borrowing
worth 0.5 per cent of GSDPwas
recommended for states during
the first four years (FY22-FY25)
uponundertaking power sector
reforms.
Thereforms includea reduc-

tioninoperationallosses,revenue
gap,paymentof cashsubsidyby
adopting direct benefit transfer
andtariffsubsidyasapercentage
of revenue.
Theobjectivewastoaidstates

tobridgetheresourcegapdueto
theadverseimpactofcoronavirus
ontheirrevenuesaswellastoim-
provethequalityofexpenditure.

Except in FY10, FY16 and
FY17,stateshadmaintainedtheir
combinedgrossfiscaldeficitbe-
lowtheFiscalResponsibilityand
Budget Management (FRBM)
ceiling of 3 per cent of GDP till
FY20.
The overshooting of the

deficit inFY10wasduetothere-
sponsetotheglobalfinancialcri-
sis,whereastheimplementation
of Ujwal DISCOM Assurance
Yojana (UDAY)was responsible
for higher deficit in FY16 and
FY17. FE

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER15

INDIA'SEXPORTSrecordedaflat
growthof0.59percentto$31.99
billion in November, even as
trade deficit widened to $23.89
billion during the month, ac-
cording to the data released by
thegovernmentonThursday.
Exportsstoodat$31.8billion

inNovember lastyear.
Importsroseby5.37percent

to$55.88billioninNovemberas
comparedto$53.03billioninthe
correspondingmonthayearago,
the data showed. During April-
November2022,exportsroseby
11per cent to $295.26billion as
against $265.77 billion in the
samemonth last year. Imports
howeverroseby29.5percentto
$493.61billionduring the eight
months period of this fiscal. It
was$381.17billionduringApril-
November2021,asperthedata.
Themerchandise trade deficit
forApril-November2022hasin-
creased to $198.35 billion as
against$115.39billion.

Exports record
flat growth at
$32 billion in
November

COMMISSIONRECOMMENDATION

■Forstates, the15th
FinanceCommissionhad
recommendedafiscal
deficit limitof 4percent
forFY22,3.5percent in
FY23and3percentduring
FY24-26.

■ If a state isunable to fully
utilise thesanctioned
borrowing limitduringthe
first fouryears, it could
avail theuntilised
borrowingamount in
subsequentyears

‘NBFCs seen growing at
10-12% this fiscal and next’
NBFCs are likely to close the current fiscal and the next
with a loan growth, as per Icra Ratings report

Source:
IcraRatings

/PTI

40-50bps:Sectoralprofitability
will improvethisfiscal,supported
bystablemarginsandlowercredit
cost

Whilegrowthwillbebroad-based
acrossvarioussub-sectors,
microfinanceandpersonal loans
willbeleadingthegrowthchart

Vehiclefinancing loans,whichhas
remainedsignificantlysubdued

sinceFY20,arealsoexpectedto
reporthighergrowthnumbers

Stablemargins alongwith
moderationincreditcostwill
supporttheimprovementin
profitability indicatorsforNBFCs

ThereportexpectstheNBFCsto
reportsomemoderationin
reportedassetquality indicators
andcreditcostsbyMarch2023

12-14%RETAIL-
FOCUSED

NBFCS ARE EXPECTED
TO GROW

10-12%LIKELY
GROWTH

OF HOUSING FINANCE
COMPANIES

`
Stable margins along with moderation in
credit cost will support the improvement in
profitability indicators for NBFCs

Asset quality of non-banks has been improving
steadily since December 2021 as borrowers
gradually recovered from Covid-induced stress.

Markets fall 1.4%as Fed
signalsmore rate hikes

DOMINO EFFECT

■The30-shareBSESensex
tanked878.88points,or
1.4percent, tocloseat
61,799.03.

■ThebroaderNSENifty
shed245.4points,or1.32
percent, toendat
18,414.09.

Meta takes down
Indian firm’s
phishing network

Centre to set borrowing limit for
states at 3.5% of GSDP in FY24

DIIsnowownarecord15%of theBSE-500shares,
just3.3percentagepointsbelowtheshareofFPIs

NIT. No. 8 (2022-23)

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 410(2022-23)

Sd/-
Dy. SE (Project) W-I

“STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

OFFICE OF THE ADDL. CHIEF ENGINEER (PROD) W-II
THROUGH: DY. S.E. (PROJECT) W-I

DELHI JAL BOARD, GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
ROOM NO. 511, VARUNALAYA PHASE-I KAROL BAGH, NEW DELHI-110005

E-mail Id:-ee1.djb@gmail.com Telephone No. 011-23681009

S.
No

Name of Work Estimated Contract
Value (ECV)/ Amount

put to tender.

Earnest
Money

(EMD) Rs

Tender proces-
sing Fee Non

Refundable (Rs.)

Date of Release of
Tender/ Tender Id.

Last date/time
of receipt of

tender

1. Replacement of 900/800/600 mm dia old PSC
Dakshin Puri wather main from G.K. (North)
pump house to Dakshin Puri UGR with MS
lined and coated pipe

18,95,30,900/- 29,00,000/- Rs. 1500/-
14.12.2022/

2022_DJB_233065_1
04.01.2023
03:00 PM

New Delhi
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IndianOil’s Green Combo Solution has been awarded with the
National Energy Efficiency Innovation Award by the BEE. RK
Singh, M/o Power & Renewable Energy gave the award to Dr.
SSV Ramakumar, Dir(R&D)& Mukul Maheshwari,CGM (LT).

AWARD-INDIANOIL
Public Relations Society Delhi organized a 2-day ‘Edutainment
Trip’ to Astroport Sariska for its members. SS Rao, PRSD
Chairman & GS Bawa, Secretary, distributed awards & certifi-
cates to all the participating members.

TRIP-PRSD

The 12 th edition of the IREDA Stakeholders’ Interaction meet
was held to share new initiatives, future plans & seek feedback
from business partners. The meet chaired by Pradip Kumar
Das, CMD, IREDA was convened through virtual platform.

MEET-IREDA

POWERGRID, a Maharatna CPSU under Ministry of Power,
has been awarded with the prestigious Corporate Impact Aw-
ard in the Critical Response category at the 2022 Platts Global
Energy Awards. Platts Global Energy Awards, described as
the “Oscars” of energy, recognizes excellence in the global
energy industry. The awards in 19 performance categories
were bestowed on energy companies from the U.S., U.K,
Denmark, Uzbekistan, India, United Arab Emirates & Sin-
gapore. Winners were selected from hundreds of participants
representing 26 countries from across the globe. The theme
for this yr’s awards was Committed. Connected. Charged.

ITPO is organisng the 26 th Delhi Book Fair from Dec. 22-26,
2022 in the Hall nos 3-4 of Pragati Maidan. With more than 90
publishers & book sellers, the show is a must visit for the
book lovers. The Fair also offers an n opportunity for students
& teachers to find the latest publications in their subjects
under one roof. Concurrent to the Delhi Book Fair, ITPO is also
organising the Stationary/Office Automation & Gift Fair, for
the benefit of the visitors to the show, at the same venue. Se-
minars, Author’s Guild, Students performance, Play, Drawing
Competition, Kavi Sammelan, & various cultural programmes
along with Books from various top brand publications, govt.
sector & other Academies are major highlights of the event.

BIS Over the last few years, there has been a steady rise in e-
commerce transactions across the country. Reviews posted
online play a significant role in making purchase decisions &
consumers exceedingly rely on reviews. Taking cognisance of
these issues, BIS has published an Indian Standard, IS
19000:2022, ‘Online Consumer Reviews - Principles &
Requirements for their Collection, Moderation & Publication’.

Canara Bank won Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) award
for “BestTechnologyTalent”category.AshokChandra,ED re-
ceived the award during IBA's 18th Banking Technology
Conference, Expo & Awards 2022 event.

AWARD-CANARA BANK

GAIL has won the ‘Energy Transition – Midstream Com-
pany’ award at the Platts Global Energy Award 2022. MV
Iyer, Director BD & Marketing received the award along with
RK Jain, Director Finance at the awards ceremony.

AWARD-GAIL

Bank of Baroda bags an EAG Laureate Award in the Interna-
tional Olympiad on Financial Security held at Sochi, Russia.
Dr. M. Muralikannan, DGM, CTMU and Amit Tuli, GM, New
Delhi Zone received the award on behalf of the bank.

AWARD-BANK OF BARODA

DK Patel, Dir.(HR) on behalf of NTPC, received the presti-
gious FICCI Special Jury Commendation Awards in the cat-
egory- Environmental Sustainability for project - Revival &
Operation of Municipal Solid Waste plant at Karsada.

AWARD-NTPC
Under thedirectionofAMBangari,MDapublichearingwasor-
ganized at Urja Bhawan Headquarters in which Dheeraj Sinha,
Chief Eng.(Comm.) heard the problems of the people & con-
cerned officers were directed to execute the complaints.

PUBLIC HEARING-PVVNL

NTPC Gurdeep Singh, CMD NTPC, has
received the CEO of the Yr Award at the
24 th Annual Platts Global Energy
Awards held in New York for his out-
standing contribution to the power sec-
tor. The CEO of the yr demonstrates the ability to sustain their
sector amid universal headwinds while undeniably supporting
the employees who propel their organization into the future. As
an alumnus of NIT Kurukshetra & IIM Ahmedabad, G. Singh
has had an illustrious career spanning more than three & a half
decades,whereinhehasheld leadershippositions inseveral na-
tional & multinational companies like PowerGen, CESC, AES,
IDFC,GSECL&DVC.He has undergonemanagement& leader-
ship training from Harvard & Oxford business schools.

AWARD

Oil was conferred with CSR Times Award 2022 in Gold cat-
egory for its CSR projects in the area of Skill Development
Ranjan Goswami, CGM-PR received the award on behalf of
OIL from Pratibha Bhowmik, Mos for SJ&E.

AWARD-OIL
Department for External Economic & International Relations in
Association with theBusinessCouncil forCooperationwith India
& Invest India hosted the Business Dialogue on Regional coop-
eration as a driver of economic development in ND on 13 Dec.

BUSINESS DIALOGUE -RUSSIA & INDIA

IRFC celebrated its 36 th Annual Day recently. Shelly Verma,
CMD (Addl. Charge) & Director (Finance), addressed the em-
ployees on the occasion.She praised the employees for the
stellar performance of the company over the years.

ANNUAL DAY-IRFC
In the National level painting competition on energy conserva-
tion by BEE, Uttarakhand state has bagged the first prize in
Group-A category. The President of India awarded the first prize
to B. Singh, a student of Acharyakulam School, Haridwar.

FIRST PRIZE -THDC

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR
(E-Mail:- serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel/Fax:- 0680-2404287)O-1448

Identification
No

Name of
work

No. of
Works

Approx.
Estimated Cost

(In lakh)

Class of
Contractor

Period of
Completion

Online Tender
/ 61-2022-

23/BPR

Bridge
Works

(BSY) for
2022-23

01 No Rs. 340.06 lakhs
"A" Class

as
applicable

11 (Eleven)
Calendar
Month as
provided

Procurement Officer Bid Identification
No

Availability of tender
online for bidding

From To

Chief Construction Engineer,
R.W.Circle, Berhampur

Online Tender/61-
2022-23/BPR

20.12.2022
at 10.00 A.M.

03.01.2022
upto 3.00 P.M.

(i) No EMD is required as per O.M.No. 8484 Dt. 05.04.2022 of Finance
Department, Govt of Odisha. But Bid Security declaration should be
furnished by the bidders as mentioned in the DTCN.

(ii) Non-submission of the information/documents through online by the
bidder as per the items mentioned in the eligible criteria of the DTCN will
also liable for rejection of his tender.

Further details & Corrigendum if any can be seen from the website: -
www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer

OIPR-25071/11/0097/2223

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
Bid Identification No. Online Tender /61-2022-23/BPR

E-Mail / E-despatch
GUJARAT MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)
Regd. Office : Block No. 14/1,

Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan, Sector-10, Gandhinagar
� 079-23250767, 23250766, 23257698

Tenders are invited online form reputed Manufacturers / formula-
tors / direct importers for Purchase of Injectable Item on Rate
contract basis and details of specification, quantity is available on
https://gmscl.gujarat.gov.in All tender documents can be down-
loaded free on the website: https://gmscl.nprocure.com
Interested bidders are requested to submit the tender through e-
tender process.

Duration of downloading of Tender document (online):-
15/12/2022 to 05/01/2023 up to 18.00 Hrs.

Last date for Submission (online): 05/01/2023 up to 18.00 Hrs.
Last date for Submission of Physical document: 06/01/2023 up to
18.00 Hrs.
Opening of Technical Bid Date (online): 09/01/2023 At 15.00 Hrs

Pre-Consultation meeting (Pre-Bid)
Intereted Manufactures/formulators/Direct Importers are request-
ed to remin present for pre-Consultation meeting to be held on
22/12/2022 at 12.00 Noon at Committee room at above mentioned
address. Only one representtive from eah Manufacturer carrying
authrity letter would be allowed to participate in the pre-bid.

INF/1997/22-23 MANAGING DIRECTOR

TENDER NOTICE: GMSCL/D-11/2022-23

VEER SURENDRA SAI UNIVERSITY OF
TECHNOLOGY: BURLA

P.O: Engineering College Buda (Siddhi Vihar),
Dist: Sambalpur Odisha— 768018, India

Website : www.vssut.ac.in, E-mail: registrar@vssut.ac.in
Ph:(0663)2430573,Fax-2430592

No.: VSSUT/EEE/ 915/2022 Date: - 12/12/2022

TENDER CALL NOTICE
Sealed tenders are invited from original manufacturers/
authorized dealers for the supply of Equipment/
hardware/ firmware/Software for the Dept. of Electrical
and Electronics Engineering”, VSSUT, Burla,
Sambalpur, Odisha. The tenders shall reach the office
of the undersigned through Speed/Registered post/
Courier services only on or before 19/01/2023 up
to 4.00PM.
For more details, please visit our university website
www.vssut.ac.in. The authority the reserve right to
accept or reject all the tenders without assigning any
reason thereof.

Sd/-
REGISTRAR

OIPR- 14072/11/0031/2223
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PRANAVKUMARPandeynevertalkstohisson
Ishan Kishanwhen he doeswell, not even
when he scored a double-century against
Bangladesh, a few days ago. "Jab century
maarta hai mai jyada kuch nahi bolta, puri
duniyaseshabaashimilrahihotihai(Whenhe
scoresruns,Idon'tsaymuchtohimbecausehe
receives the congratulatorymessage from
everyone),"PandeySr tellsThe IndianExpress
fromPatna.
"He calledmeafter thematch and I told

him'nextmatchyouwillagainstartfromzero.
Don't let this double hundred get into your
head,"hesays.
PranavPandeyshareshowhissonwasvery

disappointed after hewasnotpicked for the
T20WorldCupandthatwasthetimehehad
thatfather-sonmoment.
"Hewasdejected,hewastenseandIhave

neverseenhimlikethatever.He isa fun-lov-
ingkidbutwhenhewasnotpickedhewassad.
Athome,hewouldnotsleep,hewouldwalkon
theterraceatnight.
"Sooneday,Isathimdownandtoldhimto

stop feeling sorry for yourself. Fromnowon-
wards, your job shouldbe tomake sure that
theydon'tgetanexcusetodropyou.Letyour
bat do the talking, you are still very young,
thereisa50overWorldCupnextyear,prepare
forthatandmakealltheopportunitiescount,"
sharedPramodPandey.
FromBangladesh, Ishan took a flight to

Kolkata and thenanother one toRanchi and
joined Jharkhand's Ranji Trophy squad. Five
daysafterscoringhisODIdouble-century,the
24-year-old slammedhis6th first-classhun-
dredagainstKerala.
HewalkedinwhenJharkhandwere114/4

and struck132off 195andwas involved in a
202-runpartnershipfor thefifthwicketwith
SaurabhTiwary(97).ButJalajSaxenatriggered
thecollapsedismissingTiwaryandKishanoff
successive overs en route to his five-wicket
haulasJharkhandfoldedoutfor340,conced-
inga leadof 135.Kerala extended the lead to
195atStumps,finishingon60/1.

Training drill at teamhotel
Ishan’schildhoodcoachUttamMajumdar

sharedaninterestingincidentonhowhefixed
thetechnicalflawinIshan'sbattingashewas
facingtroublewiththeshort-pitchdeliveries.
"It hasbeen tough forhimsincehemade

his Indiadebut.Hehasbeen in andout from
theside.Heisacompulsivepullerandhooker
buthewasgettingouttotheshortpitchdeliv-
eries,"saysMazumdar.
In Juneearlier, thisyear, Indiawasplaying

a five-matchT20I series against SouthAfrica

athome.Prior to that series, Ishanwashiton
theheadbyabouncer fromSri Lankanpacer
Lahiru Kumara and suffered a concussion.
Therewere questions about his technique
againstthefastbowlers.IndiawereinDelhifor
the first match when Ishan called up
Majumdar.
"Hewasabitworriedthathemightnotget

picked for theT20WorldCupbecauseof his
shortcomingsagainsttheshortpitchbowling,"
saysMajumdar,whohadspottedthesix-year-
oldIshanatPatna'sMoin-ul-HaqStadium.
The teamhotel became a net for Ishan,

whereMajumdarspentfivehours justwork-
ingonhisheadpositionandbodybalance.
"Hepractised shadowpulling for around

fouror fivehours.Thenextday,hescored76.
He scored 206 runs in that series," says
Mazumdar."Itwasamentalthing.Therewas
nothingwrongwithhistechnique.Hewashit
onthehelmetonceanditgotstuckinhismind.
Anditcanhappentoanybatters,"headds.
Against Bangladesh, Ishan scored the

fastestODIdoublehundred,butagainstKerala,
hedisplayedtheothersideofhisgame.
"Iwasunhappywhenhegot out again at

210. Fifteen overswere left, he could have
scoredatriplecentury.
"Today'sknockshowshowfarhehascome

as a cricketer. He ismoremature now and
hopefullyfromhereonwards,hewillgofrom
strengthtostrength.”
Brief Scores:
Briefscores:Kerala475&60/1vsJharkhand
340 (IshanKishan132, SaurabhTiwary97;
JalajSaxena5/75,BasilThampi3/55)

DAY3ROUND-UP
MPstartoffonahigh
MadhyaPradeshbegantheirtitle
defencewithawinoverJammuand
Kashmir.AveshKhanpickedup
eightwicketsinthematch.
Brief scores:MP308beatJ&K98&
193(SLotra66;AKhan3/53)byan
inningsand17runs.

MumbaibeatAndhra
Thedomesticheavyweightsstarted
theircampaignonaperfectnote.
Brief scores:Andhra238&131(T
Deshpande3/34)losttoMumbai
331&40/1byninewkts

Bengaleyeoutrightwin
Bengalneed101runsonthefinal
daywitheightwicketsinhandfor
anoutrightwinoverUttarPradesh.
Briefscores:UttarPradesh198&
222(RSingh89)vsBengal169&156
for2in42overs(KGhosh69notout)

Himachaloncuspofvictory
Himachalare3wicketsawayfrom
aninningswinoverHaryana.
Brief scores:Haryana46&323for
7(CBishnoi97,HRana87)vs
HimachalPradesh487/4declared

Dhullscoresfifty
DelhiskipperYashDhull(57)scored
ahalf-centurytokeephisteamin
thefrayagainstMaha.
Brief scores:Delhi191&233/5(Y
Dhull57,HSingh67notout)vs
Maharashtra324

Sudharsanonaroll
SaiSudharsanhit179onhisfirst-
classdebutvsHyderabadasthey
baggeda115-runfirst-inningslead.
Brief scores:Hyderabad395&28
fornolossvsTamilNadu510for4
declared(SSudharshan179,N
Jagadeesan116,BAparajith115*)

Tendulkarbags2wickets
Adayafterscoringacenturyon
debut,ArjunTendulkargrabbed
2/77forGoaagainstRajasthan.
Brief scores:Goa547/9declaredvs
Rajasthan245/6(YKothari96,M
Lomror63;MRedkar3/46)

How Ishan bounced back
from T20 World Cup snub VENKATAKRISHNAB

DECEMBER 15

FROMTHE timehewalked into the side as
a left-armwrist-spinner, Kuldeep Yadav's
career has been a start-stop. There were
dayswhenheplayedaheadof RAshwin in
Tests. There have beenmatches where he
has continued towarm the benchwhile a
replacement player played ahead of him.
In a T20 format, where bowlers of his ilk
are sought after, he has spent match after
match sitting in the dugout.
Frombeing a regular inwhite-ball for-

mats, hehasmissed successiveT20World
Cups – one because of injury and left out
of the other.
In the BCCI annual contracts, he has

been demoted from Grade A to C. With
Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel,
WashingtonSundarallbeingall-rounders,
even when India have gone in with three
spinners, they have chosen to leave
Kuldeep out. During India’s home series
against England, played on spin-friendly
conditions,Kuldeepwasdroppedmid-way
through the series. And this year, during
the home series against Sri Lanka, he was
droppedonceagain toaccommodateAxar.
But at the end of the second day’s play

atChattogram,Kuldeep’sall-aroundefforts
helped India take control of the first Test
on Thursday. In his first Test in nearly two
years, Kuldeep provedhis value
Wrist-spinners tend to crave for their

captains and teammanagement to show
more confidence than they would do for
others. SowhenKLRahul threwtheball to
Kuldeep in the24thoverof theBangladesh
innings – even ahead of Axar, whose left-
armspin couldhavedonea lotmoredam-
age thanks to thevariablebounceandturn
– it must have given a massive lift to
Kuldeep’s confidence.
Havingmadeacrucial40andsharedan

87-run partnership for the eighth wicket
withAshwin inthemorningandafternoon
session, Kuldeep couldn’t have asked for
more. Hewas beamingwith confidence.
Kuldeep has been waiting for the mo-

ment. And he was up against Shakib Al
Hasan and Mushfiqur Rahim – two good
players against spin. After a single off the
first ball to Rahim, his second delivery to
Shakib left the Bangladesh captain in the
middle of nowhere.
Having jumped down the track to un-

settle thewrist-spinner, thesouthpawhad
noanswertotheonethathadproper flight,
dip and turn. As Shakib tried to work him
towards mid-wicket, he ended up edging
it to the first slip.Thatstartedaspell,where
witheachballKuldeep looked likepicking
awicket.
His load-upandslowhand-speed(arm-

rotation)havebeenanissue inthepast.But

not anymore.
Kuldeep found the rhythm and

Bangladesh found the going tough. On a
pitchwherefingerspinnersweredoingthe
maximumdamage,Kuldeepshowedwhat
he could offer with his variations. Relying
mostlyonhisstockdelivery–onethatcuts
into the right-hander, he used the googly
and the straighter one to good effect and
keptthebatsmenguessing.Of course, these
have always been inhis armoury.
So where was it going wrong? “The

rhythm,” said Kapil Pandey, who has been
coaching Kuldeep since childhood.
“Rhythm for spinner is all about hand and
bodycoordination.Runup,actionandwhat
length you are bowling,” Pandey added.
While Pandey helped Kuldeep find the
rhythm, especially the hand speed, there
was something elseKuldeephad todo.
According to Pandey, who converted

Kuldeep fromafastbowler tospinner, they
hadmodelled his action similar to that of
ShaneWarne.
“Warneneverbowled that quick, there

used to be spin and drift in his bowling. I
toldhimtoworkonhis loopandflight, and
once you will get the rhythm back, the
speedwill also increase.Hehasworkedon

his hand rotation, it is a bit quick now,”
Pandey added.
With rhythm in place, the other area

Pandey and Kuldeepworked on is consis-
tently landingthedeliveries ingood length
areas.OnDay2,outof the10oversKuldeep
sentdowntherewasnot a single shortde-
livery. The majority of it was around the
good lengtharea,which fetchedhimthree
wickets.
“Wehavepractisedspotbowlinga lot. It

wasdonesothathedoesn'tbowlshort.You
have to cut down on the freebies and that
is important for awrist spinner because it
tends to release pressure. Awrist-spinner
will always go for runs, sometimes they
will bowl too full or sometimeshalf-track-
ers. It is part of their game and you got to
manage themwell by giving proper sup-
port,” Pandey added.
With homework in place and back to

full fitness, Kuldeep left Bangladesh reel-
ing on Day 2 with his four wickets as the
hostsended thedayat133/8, still 271runs
short of India’s first innings total of 404.
Brief scores:Brief scores: India 404
(Pujara 90, Iyer 86, Ashwin 58; Mehidy
4/112, Taijul 4/133) vs Bangladesh 133/8
(Kuldeep 4/33, Siraj 3/14)

Backaftera2-yearhiatus,spinnerputsonawholesomeall-roundperformance

Kuldeep shows no rust on return

KuldeepYadavmadeacrucial40andsharedan87-runpartnership for theeighth
wicketwithRavichandranAshwin.He later returnedtobagfourwickets. PTI/BCCI

IshanKishanhiteightsixesandnine
fours inhis132againstKerala. PTI

CROSSWORD4926

ACROSS
1 Firstof the inclinationsof
vagrants (6)

4 Eithersing togetheror refrain
(6)

9 Apicturecatalogueto the
French(7)

10 Don’t take timeoff
(5)

11 Overweight round-headed
wildbees (5)

12 Watchingthewaythingsgo?
(7)

13 Theydrawitacrossnot round
(11)

18 They forbid theuseof flags
(7)

20 Statusof aholymaninchurch
(5)

22 Expectaholdup(5)
23 Catchingandgetting in fish
(7)

24 Leasesoutcanvasholders
(6)

25 Give thecall sign(6)

DOWN
1 Abeating leavesapermanent
impressiononone(6)

2 Goeasy-Mabel isupset
(5)

3 Hereandnow(7)
5 Shecuts the length(5)
6 Onewhoinsistson facts is
laterconfused(7)

7 Plantabout fifty foruse in
winter (6)

8 Ithas lots toattractbuyers
(7,4)

14 Tempersshownbyagirl ata
phoneysale (7)

15 Itsuse ina lowchurchservice
certainlywould
(7)

16 Burningamarkonahorse
(6)

17 Foreignport fromwhichour
timbergenerallycomes(6)

19 Speakwellof former lover to
first lover (5)

21 Glueapieceofwood(5)

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr 20)
It is said that
althoughyouwere
born a fighter, you
have theheart of a

peacemaker. In otherwords,
althoughyounaturally take
command, you long for co-
operation. Today is a good
time to find it. It all looks very
complicated though, so there
really aren't any easy answers.

TAURUS (Apr 21 -May21)
It's an excellent
moment to get
onwithwork that
has beendelayed

for too long. If you face a
mountain of chores, don't
despair. Start at the beginning
andyou'll be surprised at
just how little there really is
to do. It's all amatter of
arranging everything in a
logical order.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
Mercury's challenge
to your sign should
be teaching you the
value ofwhat great

mystics call non-attachment.
In this case it is your attitudes
andopinionswhich should
be abandoned, even if you've
held themsince time
immemorial. A littlemore
belief in the futurewould
come inhandy.

CANCER (June22 - July 23)
Seldomhave you
needed somuch
guidance and
support. You

probablywon't let on, but
inside it feels as ifmuchof
what youhave striven for is
unravelling. It isn't, of course,
but your feelings still cry out
for reassurance. You should
get it in thenext fewdays.

LEO (July 24 -Aug23)
There are
increasingly
strong signals that
you're about to

receive a series ofwelcome
invitations. Rather than sitting
next to thephone,waiting for
it to ring, though, howabout
getting the ball rolling
yourself? Younever know-
youmight get the response
you're hoping for.

VIRGO (Aug24 - Sep23)
A superficial
reading of your
chart reveals this as
an extravagant

moment. Ondeeper
examinationwhat is revealed
is that you are nowwell on the
way to a remarkable
breakthroughwhich could
guarantee your security for a
very long time to come indeed.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct 23)
Oneparticularly
encouraging aspect
is setting youup for
an emotional

whirlwind. Themainproviso
is that you initiate new
enterprises and adventures
yourself, taking advantage of
Jupiter's confidence-building
influences. Also, keep a very
close eye on cash
opportunities.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 -Nov23)
Youwill probably
be completely
unaware ofwhat is
beingplanned at

homeorwithin your family. At
the very least you can afford to
be the recipient ofwelcome
generosity.Whatmakesmore
sense to you, though, is the old
adage that it is nobler to give
than to receive.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov24-Dec22)
You'll soonbe able
to strike out on your
own,mainly
because youhave

your own ideas. You'll no
longer have to pay lip-service
to employers, or anyone in
authority for thatmatter. The
fact is that youprobably know
more than theydo, so it's up to
them tomake the
compromises.

CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan20)
You should let it be
known that any
new financial
arrangementmust

take your feelings into
account. Thismakes for a
complex situation inwhich
debts of honour are as
important asmonetary ones.
Plus, of course, there's the
little question of a friend,who
owes you a favour, to be
considered.

AQUARIUS (Jan21- Feb19)
Youhold a full set of
emotional trump
cards at the
moment.Whether

you choose to play them today
or save themuntil nextweek is
anothermatter, but in general
it's a case of the sooner the
better. In fact,what's good for
youmight just be good for
others, too.

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar 20)
Secret feelings still
seem todominate
your life, and
decidingwhichway

to jumpmaybeputting quite a
strain on your emotional
reserves. Don'tworry if you
nowhave to sort out amajor
financial proposal - it should
be fairly straightforward.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Theonlyalternativetocoexistenceis____
-Nehru(13)

SOLUTION:WOOER,SHIFT,JAUNTY,CICADA
Answer:Theonlyalternativetocoexistenceiscodestruction
-Nehru

WEOOR AJYNTU

FHIST AAICCD

SolutionsCrossword4925:Across: 1Oranges,5Claud,8Closequarters,9Rayon,
10Arsenal,11Choirs,12Apathy,15Western,17Exact,19Reinstatement,20Ditty,
21Treadle.Down:1Occur,2Anonymousgift,3Gleaner,4Squeal,5Cards,6Ameans
toanend,7Display,11Cowered,13Precede,14Inpart,16Essay,18Tithe.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
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MIHIRVASAVDA
DECEMBER15

DIDIERDESCHAMPSisalotof things:atena-
cious and tactically-astute defensivemid-
fielder, a pragmatic, uncomplicated coach,
and aworld champion as both. Turns out,
he’s alsoagreat crisismanager.
HeremainedcalmwhenKylianMbappe

wasembroiledinafeudwiththeFrenchfoot-
ball federation, which saw the face of Les
Bleus boycott the official photo shoots. He
then brushed aside reports that Paul Pogba
hired a witch doctor to put a spell on
Mbappe.Andheremainedquietwhen,days
later,thenationalfederation’spresidentwas
accusedof sexualharassment.
AsFrenchfootballgotswirledinalltypes

of scandals and controversies in theweeks
leading to theWorld Cup, Deschamps saw
his players drop out of the tournament one
byonedueto injuries–NgoloKante,Pogba,
Karim Benzema, Christopher Nkuku…and
when LucasHernandezwas ruled out after
the openingmatch against Australia, it felt
likethe54-year-oldhimselfmight’vetostep

out of retirement. "There is a climate out
there that is not serene and calm,”
DeschampstoldTheAthleticdaysbefore the
WorldCup. “Butall iswell.”
LesBleusmayhavebeenLesMiserables

off thefieldheadingintoQatarbutherethey
are, within touching distance of becoming
onlythethirdteamtodefendtheWorldCup
afterBrazildid it sixdecadesago.

‘Black, blanc, beur’ spirit
Togetherness has been a key pillar of

Deschamps-ism.TheFrancecoach,havingbeen
acentral figure inthe ‘black,blanc,beur’ team
(black,white, beur, a French term forNorth
African immigrants) thatwontheWorldCup
in1998,Deschampsrealisestheimportanceof
teamspiritinthefourweeksofcompetition.
Andthat’sbeenoneof theirstrengths.He

took the focus off the negativity aroundhis
groupandensuredtheplayerstravelledtothe
Gulf without the toxicity that scripted their
downfall in theprevious tournaments,most
notablyin2010.Amasterintheartofmanag-
ing egos, not a small feat in theworld of in-
flatedegos,he’sensuredharmonyinthegroup
evenwhenhisstarting11hasbeenrigid.

Fixing the selection jigsaw
Theinjuriestokeyplayersmeantthosewho

expectedtowarmthebenchinQatarsuddenly
foundthemselvesinleadroles.Fouryearsago,
AdrienRabiotrefusedtobeareserveplayerin
theWorldCupsquad.Thistime,hetookPogba’s

place inmidfield.TheoHernandez,alwayson
thefringes,wasthrustintothelimelightafterhis
brotherLucas’tournamentendedduetoanin-
jury.JulesKounde,aregularcentre-back,blos-
somed in the role of amakeshift right-back
whileAntoineGriezmannhas emergedas a
contender for the player of the tournament
playingasamidfielder.
It took incredible imagination and

courageforDeschampstofixthejigsawand
formaplaying11aftermorethanhalfof the
regular starterswere renderedunavailable.

Shedding possession
AnotherlayerofDeschamps-ism–thelow-

riskphilosophyentailsthatthemoreyouhold
possession,thechancesoferrorsincrease.
MoroccocoachWalidRegraguiconceded

his teamwalked right into France’s trap. “It
was not our gameplan (to have somuch of
the ball),” L’Equipe quoted Regragui as say-
ing, referring to the 61 per cent possession
histeam‘enjoyed’.“Ihadtoldtheplayersbe-
fore thematch: ‘they are going to leave the
ball for us andwehave to leave it for them’.
Intheend,wewerefooled.”Throughoutthe
campaign, France have absorbed pressure

anddefendedinnumbers;playingconserv-
ativelybutdoing justenoughtowin.

Winning criticalmoments
France, inmostof theirmatches,haven’t

been authoritative but were better during
criticalmoments,match-definingmoments.
AgainstEngland,Franceweresecondbest

formostpartsof thematch.But12minutes
from time, Olivier Giroud swung themo-
mentuminFrance’s favourwithan incredi-
ble header. Itwas ahalf-chance, at best, but
thegoal–whichcameoutof nowhere–ul-
timatelyprovedtobe thedifference.
Morocco, too,experiencedFrance’smen-

talandphysicalstrengthduringkeysituations.
Forinstance,inthe53rdminute,YahyaAttiatt-
Allah foundhimself in space on the left side
oftheboxandtriedtofindYoussefEn-Nesyri
infrontofanopengoal.WithHugoLlorisout
ofposition,IbrahimaKonatethrewhimselfin
frontof theattackersandclearedthedanger.
Konate is France’s third-choice centre-

back after Rafael Varane and Dayo
Upamecano,whodidn’tfeatureinthesemis
due to illness. Butwhen themoment came,
hesteppedup.

In-gamemanagement
ThecontributionofKonate,whocameon

asasecond-halfsubstituteinthesemifinals,is
alsoatestimonytoDeschamps’abilitytomake
timelyinterventionstochangetheflowofthe
match.Deschampshasstucktothesameplay-
ing 11,more or less, aswell as the structure.
Butwheneverhissidehasbeenfoundwant-
ing,hehasn’thesitatedtochangethings.
For instance, the left flank against

Morocco was thoroughly exploited with
MbappeandHernandezbarelydoinganyde-
fensivework. In the earliermatches, Rabiot
plugged the gaps left by an adventurous
Mbappe, who ventures out of position, but
since he was unavailable, Hernandez was
time and again found in a 2v1 situation
againstZiyechandHakimi.
So,DeschampsintroducedMarcusThuram

justafterthehourmark,pushedMbappefor-
ward andorderedhis substitute to shoreup
the left flank. Then, around the73rdminute,
the coach couldbe seenhaving awordwith
Hernandez. The substitution proved timely
sinceThuramendedupwinningmoreduels
(8)inthe25minuteshewasonthepitchthan
anyotherplayerintheentirematch.

Quote Unquote
“Wetriedeverythingtogetagoalbutcongratulationsto
France.We’regoingtosupportthemnow.”

WALIDREGRAGUI
COACH,MOROCCO

Scandal-hit, injury-laden France revel in ethos of Deschamps-ism

DidierDeschamps-coachedFrance
haven’tbeendominantlikein2018
buthavedonejustenoughtowin.Reuters

SANDIPG
DOHA,DECEMBER15

THEMOMENT sank in slowly, but deeply.
Whenthe finalwhistleblew,endingoneof
the most stirring World Cup stories, the
Moroccanplayers gazedpensively into the
turf, their faces covered in their shirts, as
though theywanted to flee the clutches of
reality.
Someofthemslumpedtotheturf,soaked

intheirsweatandtears,somewanderedaim-
lessly, before they staggered to the edge of
the ground and offered their prayers. They
scrambledbacktotheirfeetandslowlyraised
their hands to acknowledge the resounding
support of the crowd. Their supporters, still
weeping,plasteredsmilesontheirfacesand
badetheheroesarousing farewell.
Besidethedugout,shaven-headedman-

agerWalidRegraguiputonastoicsmileand
consoled his men who had left behind a
bunch of warmmemories on the field and
madehistorybybecomingthemostsuccess-
fulAfricanteameverinthetournament,who
hadbecomethedarlingof themasses.
Later, his eyes about toburst into a flood

oftears,hesaid:“ItoldtheplayersIwasproud
of them,HisMajesty isproud, theMoroccan

peopleareproud, thewholeworld isproud.
Weworked hard, wewere honest, andwe
showedthevalueswewantedtoshow.”
TheMoroccan batch of 2022would not

beforgotten,theirgiant-scalpingspreeisun-
like any theWorldCuphadeverwitnessed.
ButunlikepreviousCinderella storiesof the
World Cup, stories that endedwith an edi-
tionandneversurfacedagain,Morocco’sisa
story thatwould have a broader resonance
andamoresustainedcontinuity.
Inmostcases, fairytaleteamsjustvanish,

unable to script another chapter in their
story. Like the Cameroon of Italia '90 or
Senegal and South Korea of 2002. All those
teams flickered and faded. None could
match, let alone improve, and emerge as a
genuine footballingpowerhouse for several
reasons, be it dearth of talent, lack of plan-
ningoradministrativechaos.
ButMorocco’s case, at least in the pres-

ent tense, looks irrepressibly different.
Primarilybecausetheyhaveayoungnucleus
whocouldbearoundforanotherWorldCup
cycle.Theaverageageofthissquadis26;sev-
eral keyplayers are still quite young. Achraf
Hakimi is 24;Nayef Aguerd 26, Youssef En-
Nesyri 25, andAzzedineOunahi20, though
someof themlikeHakimZiyechandSofyan
Boufalwouldbe in their early tomid-30s.
However,Morocconeedn’tworryabout

talentdepth. There are45players, themost
fromanyAfricancountry,playing in the top
five leaguesofEurope.Thereare10timesas

manyMoroccansinthelowerleaguesof the
continentaswellasinthefirstdivisionfoot-
ball teams of the Balkan region and Russia.
TheirbrandoffootballismoreEuropeanthan
African, reliantmore on compactness and
tightness, technique and physicality,
whereasmostAfricansides,withthenotable
exception of Senegal, are skill-obsessed, in-
dividual- fixated.
The football culture amongMoroccans,

livinginMoroccoaswellasabroad, isstrong
aswell toensurethatevenif there isaslight
plunge in consistency, the sport would not
vanish.“Everyoneplaysfootball inMorocco,
fromkidstograndfathers. It’s themostpop-
ular sport in the country and an obsession.
There are clubs, grounds and stadiums, and
Icanonlyseethesportgrowfromhere,”says
AmirBadr, a journalist.
ItwasnotlikeMoroccowasafootballing

backwater earlier; theyhave featured in six
WorldCups,bidtohostitasmanytimes,and
wontheAfricanNationsCupaswell.Thereis
history, though they couldn'tmatch itwith
performance until thisWorld Cup. Even if
there indeedwere fewthat kept away from
thegame, theperformanceof their country
would have captured their imagination. “It
would become massive, it already is.
Everyonewouldwanttheirchildtoplayfoot-
ball, tobeHakimi, orZiyech,”Badr says.
The support for the game ismassive, as

was evidenced in the number of Moroccan
fansarrivingfromallovertheworld.Noother
country, even thoughSouthKoreawere co-
hosts in 2002, could boast of such an over-
whelming fanbase.
In Le Monde, French-Moroccan writer

TaharBenJelloundwelledonthesignificance
of the achievement: “Inmy life, I will have
experienced two historic moments of ut-
most importance: the return toMorocco of
King Mohammed V (1909-1961), on
November16,1956–areturnthat ledtothe
independenceofMorocco–andthequalifi-
cation, on December 10, 2022, of the Atlas
Lionsforthesemi-finalsofthefootballWorld
Cup. The two events have nothing in com-
mon,buttheybothhadanexceptionaleffect
on theentireMoroccanpeople.”

Focus on grassroots
The achievementwas no happenstance

ormerelyasequenceof fortunateincidents.
Itwasaresultof concertedplanningandin-
frastructurebuilding. In2009,theMoroccan
King,devastatedatthestateof football inhis
country as they did not even qualify for the
African Nations Cup, launched the
MohammedVI Football Academy in Rabat,

shellingout anestimated15milliondollars
on18hectares.
“It’s thebackboneofourfootball culture

and has put a lot of means to advance soc-
cer in Morocco,” Regragui said before the
quarterfinals. Among the 12 home-bred
players, four are fromtheacademy includ-
ing mainstays Azzedine Ounahi, Youssef
En-NesyriandNayefAguerd(RedaTagaouti
being the fourth).
The brain behind the academy was

NasserLarguet,nowthetechnicaldirectorof
the Saudi Arabia football team. In 2009,
Nasser, with his experience of managing
French clubs like Rouen, Cannes, Caen and
Strasbourg,wasgivenabsolutechargeofset-
tingupanacademy,scoutingandnurturing
players.He travelledall aroundthecountry,
watched tens of thousands of players and
brought thosehefoundworthytotheacad-
emy. Hewould keep an eye for Moroccan
playersplayingabroadaswell,andiswidely
creditedforcajolingmanyof themtorepre-
sentthecountryof theirdescentratherthan
birth.Forinstance,hetoldHakimi:“InSpain,
thereare somany full-backs, youmightnot
getachance.But inMorocco,youareahun-
dredpercent starter.”
After two years, he returned tomanag-

ing in France, after hewas hired as head of
the academy of Marseille. But he never cut
theties.Infact,hecatalysedtheappointment
of Hervé Renard as their first high-profile
coach before anointing Regragui as the fu-
turecoach.It isunlikely,thus,thatMorocco’s
storywouldbeaone-off.Perhaps,thesewere
thefirstsignsofthesproutingofthefirstfoot-
ball powerhouse fromAfrica. And the tears
they shed in Al Bayt might turn into the
smilesof tomorrow.

Morocco’s fairytaleendsat thehandsof Francebuttalent,Europeanexposureanddevelopmentprogrammemeanstheywillbeback

Dream dies, defence alive

EXPRESSATWORLDCUP

FRANCE 2 MOROCCO 0
Hernandez 5’
Muani 79’

SCORELINE

TheoHernándezslottedpastMorocco’keeperYassineBounouforFrance’sfirstgoalaftertheballbouncedatanawkwardheightfollowingMbappe’seffort,whichwasblocked.Reuters

4
Francehavenowreachedthe
WorldCupfinal four times inthe
last seveneditions.Theywonthe
title in1998and2018and
finishedrunnersupin2006. 4

Since1966,nocountryhashad
moresemifinalgoalsscoredby
defenders .TheoHernández
addedto(LilianThuram(’98,2
goals)&SamuelUmtiti (2018). 26

Francehavenever losta
WorldCupgamethey've
ledathalf-time , including
thissemifinal.They'vewon
25anddrawnone.

Deschamps is the4thmanager to leadanation
toback-to-backfinals.VittorioPozzowith Italy
(’34, ’38),CarlosBilardo(Arg, ’86, ’90), Franz
Beckenbauer (W.Ger, ’86, ’90)are theothers.

Griezmann(21)overtookMessi (18) inthe
numberof chancescreated inthisWorldCup.
Griezmannis the1stFrenchmantocreateat
least20chancessinceYouriDjorkaeff in1998.

FRENCHTOAST
France is the 5th defending champion to reach the FIFAWorld Cup Final and 1st since Brazil in 1998

STAB IN MOROCCAN HEARTS
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DistraughtMoroccanfans.

Francestruckbycold
virus,3players ill
Doha:A cold virus is running through
the France squad ahead of theWorld
CupfinalagainstArgentinaonSunday,
affecting at least three players in the
squad. CoachDidier Deschamps said
twoplayerswithsymptoms,defender
Dayot Upamecano and midfielder
AdrienRabiot,wereisolatedearlierthis
week and didn’t play in France's 2-0
semifinal win overMorocco. Rabiot
wasn't in the lineup inWednesday's
matchatAlBaytstadium.Upamecano
was in the lineup as a substitute but
didn't play. Deschamps said
Upamecano was recovering from
“three difficult days” since playing in
the quarterfinals against England on
Saturday.“However,wehavefourdays
until the next game, so he should be
available for Sunday,” the coach said,
adding back-up winger Kingsley
Comanhadalsofelt feverish.

Argentinanear
full-strengthforfinal
Doha:Argentinamade a statement in
their 3-0World Cup semi-finalwin
overCroatiaandwillheadintoSunday's
showpiecewithtwoplayersbackfrom
suspensionandAngelDiMaria fitand
readytofaceFrance.DefendersGonzalo
MontielandMarcosAcunamissedthe
semi-finalastheyweresuspendedaf-
teraccumulatingtwoyellowcards.Left
back Acunawas the biggest loss for
Argentinainthatgameashehasbeen
a critical part of coachLionel Scaloni's
set-upduringthetournament,playing
in all of their previous five games and
starting four times. In their quarter-fi-
nalagainsttheNetherlands,hewasar-
guablyoneofArgentina'sbestplayers,
winningnineofhis13duels,complet-
ing100%ofhisdribblesandearningthe
penaltyfromwhichLionelMessiscored
theirsecondgoal.

Portugalcoach
Santossettoquit
Lisbon:FernandoSantosissettoleave
hisjobasPortugalcoachafterhisteam
losttoMoroccointheWorldCupquar-
ter-finals. The Portuguese suffered a
shock1-0defeatbyMoroccoinQatar
onSaturday,afterSantosstartedwith
the country's all-time record
goalscorer Cristiano Ronaldo on the
substitutes' bench. Santos, who has
beenwidely criticised for his tactics,
becamePortugalcoachin2014andled
thecountryin109matches.Theywon
the European Championship in 2016
andUEFA's inauguralNationsLeague
in 2018-19. Portuguese media re-
ported an agreement has been
reached between the country's foot-
ballfederationandSantosandthatan
announcementwouldbemadesoon.
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