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Safe flying: New SOP soon on 5G airwave
infra around airports

These are expected to be part of an operational guidelines that the Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) is currently preparing, after India’s aviation regulator flagged concerns about interference that
5G signals could cause, potentially posing a challenge to safe airline operations.
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The primary concern of the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) emerges from the fact that

these altimeters as well as a part of the 5G telecom services operate in the mid C-Band frequency of Rs 5,069 crore
13 hours ago

range.
The aviation and telecom departments will shortly roll out a plan to ensure safe & The Indian EXPRESS

flight operations around airports with 5G airwave infrastructure. The plan includes Confused about Academic , _
telecom companies setting up infrastructure powering 5G networks in the country choices after 10th & 12th 2 b
away from the flight path around airports, carrying low power signals in such areas =
and a plan to upgrade the altimeter of all aircraft operating in the country by

August 2023, top sources told The Indian Express. BEST OF EXPRESS
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These are expected to be part of an operational guidelines that the Department of

Telecommunications (DoT) is currently preparing, after India’s aviation regulator
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In June, the US Federal Aviation Authority (FAA) announced a plan that involved

these aspects to ensure safe airline operations.

In September, the Indian Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) wrote to the

telecom department flagging concerns over the likely interference of 5G C-Band Entertainment
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spectrum with aircraft radio altimeters, The Indian Express had reported. A radio
altimeter is an instrument that provides direct height-above-terrain information to

various aircraft systems.
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told this paper. “It is expected to include setting up 5G establishments a bit further

away from airports and lowering the power of 5G signals emitted by these oo
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establishments so that there is no interference with flights’ altimeters.”

Airline companies will also be required to upgrade altimeters used in some aircraft

being flown in India. The Indian Express has also learnt that the company that

manufactures it has sought for time till August 2023 to upgrade these devices.

- Explained
S UL US  ExplainSpeaking | A
& vore M profile of Gujarat's
EXPLAINED : economy
5G and DGCA concern Lifestyle

What is the '54321'
technique to cope with

The primary concern of the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) = anxiety?

emerges from the fact that these altimeters as well as a part of the 5G telecom

Technology

\ Asus A3402 review: The
all-in-one desktop for
most people

services operate in the mid C-Band frequency range.

The primary concern of the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) emerges
from the fact that these altimeters as well as a part of the 5G telecom services ADVERTISEMENT
operate in the mid C-Band frequency range. Earlier this year, the 6,000-pilot-strong

Federation of Indian Pilots had also written to the Civil Aviation Ministry raising

similar concerns.

While the 5G network in India is still in its early days, US aviation authorities have

reported about 85 cases of 5G waves impacting flight operations near the airport.
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speeds. For aircraft operations, the use of altimeters in this band ensures highly
precise measurements of the plane’s altitude. 5G terrestrial signals typically operate

at a very heavy power level compared to flight altimeters.

Queries sent to the DoT did not elicit a response until publication.

Also Read |Jio 5G kicks off 5G trials today on Dusshera: 1Ghps+ speeds, list of
cities

The DGCA’s issues were in line with concerns raised by the US FAA over the last one
year since telecom operators in the US, such as AT&T, Verizon and T-Mobile etc,
began rolling out 5G services. In the US, an agreement between the FAA and the
telecom operators resulted in a delay in rollout of 5G services in the C-Band near

airports that were assessed to be difficult for pilots to make visual approaches.

Earlier this year, Air India had to cancel some of its flights to the US as airlines
globally scrambled to reschedule flights amid concerns that the rollout of 5G mobile
services in the US could potentially interfere with aircraft navigation systems. Since
then, the FAA has issued several directives to airlines to install certain filters or
modify their equipment to ensure that 5G airwaves do not interfere with their

navigation systems.

Also Read |5G: From latency to millimeter wave, common terms explained
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narrowing sharply, broadcasters have cited multiple incidents of “disruptions”

amid concerns over possible interference and potential outages once full-scale 5G
services are launched across the country.
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Earlier this month, The Indian Express had reported that the broadcasting industry h Adol
with Apple

has sent in representations to the government in this regard, citing earlier reports

of service disruptions by operators in places, such as Tamil Nadu and parts of West g
ifestyle

Bengal. What is the '54321'

i ?
© The Indian Express (P) Ltd = anxiety?

First published on: 28-11-2022 at 04:07:27 am

Trending

Snoop Dogg tweets fan
art of himself as Dobby
from the Harry Potter
franchise. JK Rowling

® f v

NEXT STORY »
Cll urges RBI to moderate pace of monetary tightening

Trending
FIFA World Cup:Korean

footballer Cho Gue-
¥ sung goes viral for his
striking good looks and

TAGS: 5G Services Directorate General Of Civil Aviation (DGCA)

Decision 2022 | Our election coverage from Gujarat and Himachal, stay updated

READ NOW > Trending

FIFA World Cup: Fooled
by ‘fake’ Neymar, fans
line up for photos
during Switzerland

https://indianexpress.com/article/business/aviation/safe-flying-new-sop-soon-on-5g-airwave-infra-around-airports-8293310/ 6/12


Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight


