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‘It’s a new virus, it’s
still evolving, still
adapting. We still

need to be cautious’

SOUMYA
SWAMINATHAN
FORMER CHIEF SCIENTIST, WHO
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Adani Kerala
seaport: Cops
book priests,
police station
attacked

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 27

FISHERMEN  PROTESTING
against Adani Group’s Vizhinjam
International Seaport Limited at-
tacked a local police station
Sunday night demanding the re-
lease of five men who were
taken into custody in connection
with Saturday’s violence.

Around 30 policemen were
injured, several vehicles dam-
aged in the attack as tension pre-
vailed in the Vizhinjam region.
The police resorted to lathi
charge and burst tear gas shells
to disperse the coastal people,
including women, who had laid
a siege to the police station. A
large contingent of police has
been mobilised to Vizhinjam
and nearby areas.

Earlier in the day, the police
booked Thiruvananthapuram
Archbishop Thomas Netto, aux-
iliary bishop R Kristudas, and
several priests of the archdio-
cese, in connection with
Saturday’s violence during the
fishermen protest. The arch-
bishop was made the first ac-
cused in the First Information
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Police officers stand guard as people protest Covid-19 restrictions in Beijing, on Sunday. Reuters
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FIRE IN URUMQI WHICH KILLED 10 TRIGGERED PROTESTS

China Covid protests spread,
Xifaces calls to step down

Police, protesters clash in Shanghai; demonstrations in Beijing, universities too

DAKE KANG &
HUIZHONG WU
SHANGHAI,NOVEMBER 27

Protesters angered by strict anti-
virus measures called for China’s
powerful leader toresign,an un-
precedented rebuke as authori-
ties in at least eight cities strug-
gled to suppress demonstrations
Sunday that represent a rare di-
rect challenge to the ruling
Communist Party.

Police using pepper spray
drove away demonstrators in

Shanghai who called for Xi
Jinping to step down and anend
to one-party rule, but hours later
people rallied again in the same
spot. Police again broke up the
demonstration, and a reporter
saw protesters under arrest be-
ing driven away in a bus.

The protests — which began
Friday and have spread to cities
including the capital, Beijing,and
dozens of university campuses —
are the most widespread show of
opposition to the ruling party in
decades. In a video of the protest
in Shanghai verified by The

PROTESTHOTSPOTS
Urumgi Beijing
(where fire
took place)
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Low conviction, high pile-up: J&K
taps special units for UAPA cases

NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 27

ACCORDING TO the 2021
National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) data, Jammu and
Kashmir accounts for 97 per cent
of the total cases filed under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act for terror-related offences. On
an average, 20-25 such cases are
filed under UAPA in J&K daily. But
the conviction rate is very low.
To tackle this, as part of a

broader counter-terror strategy,
the State Investigation Agency
(SIA), onthe lines of the National
Investigation Agency (NIA), was
set up last year, and, more re-
cently, Special Investigation
Units (SIUs) have been created in
each police district.

The result, according to offi-
cials, was that police secured 10
UAPA convictions over the last
year. While the corresponding
figures for previous years were
not available, officials said it was

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

EXPLAINED

Two-pronged
o approach

WHILE THE State
Investigation Agency was
set up as a nodal agency to
coordinate with NIA and
other agencies, the Special
Investigation Units, set up
in each police district,
were tasked with “effec-
tive investigation and case
building” for UAPA cases.

Associated Press, chants sounded
loud and clear: “Xi Jinping! Step
down! CCP! Step down!”

Xi, the most powerful leader
since at least the 1980s, awarded
himself a third five-year termin
October as leader of the ruling
party. Some expect him to try to
stay in power for life.

Three years after the virus
emerged, China is the only ma-
jor country still trying to stop
transmission of Covid-19. Its
“zero Covid” strategy has sus-
pended access to neighborhoods

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Small is good: Mﬁdra loan
NPAs at just 3.3% in 7 yrs

Banking sector NPAs higher than 6% over previous 6 years

SHYAMLAL YADAV
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

IN OVER seven years since
launch, borrowers of Mudra
loans - essentially micro and
small enterprises - have paid
their EMIs (equated monthly in-
stalments) to banks. Non-per-
forming assets of banks for
Mudra loans - including those
extended during the Covid-19
pandemic when small enter-
prises were the worst hit - are
lower than the average NPAs of
the sector as a whole, data ob-

YOUR RIGHT
TO KNOW

AN EXPRESS rTI1
APPLICATION

tained under the Right to
Information Act reveals.

Bad loans under the Pradhan
Mantri MUDRA Yojana for all
banks (public, private, foreign,
state cooperative, regional rural
and small finance) since the
launch of the scheme on April 8,
2015, added up to Rs 46,053.39

Modi rules, BJP is
System, AAP more
knock than arrival

Cong barely visible in Surat; in tribal
belt, it is less than the sum of its parts

BJP’s Surat West candidate Purnesh Modi; Cong candidate from
Vyara Poonabhai Gamit; AAP Kamrej candidate Ram Dhaduk

VANDITAMISHRA
SURAT,NOVEMBER 27

centre where a whole
generation of voters has
grown up seeing only
the BJP's MLAs. But the

IF THERE is a tweak in AAP’s performance in
the familiar story of the  |pDECISION| Surat’s 2021 municipal
Gujarat election, if this 2022 corporation polls is a
time the 27-year-in- LgUJARAT- talking point, across

cumbent is facing a

plucky new competitor
itcannotignore,ithasalottodo
with what happened in Surat in
2021. Come here to get a closer
glimpse of the Gujarat election’s
newly minted triangle — BJP vs
Congress vs AAP.

The Congress’s strong show-
ingin2017 —goingup to 77 seats,
confining the BJP to 99 — sets off
barely aripple today in this urban

swathes of voters.
Ever since 27 of its
candidates became corporators,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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PM: CONGRESS SEES
TERROR THROUGH
VOTEBANK EYE PAGE 6

crore as onJune 30,2022. This is
just3.38 per cent of the total dis-
bursements of Rs 13.64 lakh
crore under the scheme during
the period, almost half of the
banking sector as a whole which
stood at 5.97 per cent for the
year-ending March 31, 2022.
The gross NPAs of the banking
sector in the previous six years
was much higher than in 2021-
22;itwas 7.3 per centin 2020-21,
8.2 per cent in 2019-20, 9.1 per
cent in 2018-19, 11.2 per cent in
2017-18 and 9.3 per centin 2016-
17 and 7.5 per cent in 2015-16).
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Gehlot shouldn’t
have used some
words, party will
take tough calls
if needed: Cong

MANOJCG
INDORE, NOVEMBER 27

DAYS AFTER Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot’s public
outburst against rival Sachin
Pilot raised the hackles of the
party leadership, the Congress
said on Sunday that the veteran
leader should not have used
“certain words” against the
young leader.

While saying that the party
needs both Gehlot and Pilot, the
Congress also made it clear that
it would not shy away from tak-
ing “tough (kathor) decisions” in
the interest of the party.

Sources in the party said the
leadership is seized of the
Rajasthan matter but a decision
will be taken only after the
Rajasthan leg of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra.

The yatra will enter Rajasthan
in the first week of December
and the party leadership is keen
that the feud between Gehlot
and Pilot does not cast a shadow
ordisturbitinany way. The lead-
ership has so farensured that fac-
tional differences -- in Kerala,
Karnataka or Madhya Pradesh -
don't overshadow the yatra.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

NEPAL: DEUBA’S
PARTY EMERGES AS
SINGLE LARGEST

KHAMENEI'S NIECE
URGES WORLD TO CUT
TIESWITHIRANP 12

Another upset at World Cup as Morocco
out-run, out-

¥ EXPRESSAT
WORLDCUP

SANDIPG
DOHA,NOVEMBER 27

THE BELGIUM fans could reach
outand touch Abdelhamid Sabiri
when he lined up behind the
free-kick a few yards beside the
corner flag. The spot was teas-
ingly close to where the Belgium
supporters had encamped, with

muscle No

Morocco players after the win on Sunday. AP

d Belgium

their drums and bagpipes. So
loud was the rattle of mallets on
drums that Sabiri would have
turned deaf. But he cleared out
all the noise frominside and out-
side and curled the ball to the
near post of Thibaut Courtois to
give Morocco the 2-0 win.

To beat the Belgians, he
needed the alignment of the pre-
cise ascent, accurate bend and
pinpoint dip. Even if everything
fell in place, Courtois is a master
who usually reads the intentions
of the striker (of the ball) as if he
has a secret access code to the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Legal profession was only way to make a
senior advocate

PAGE1
ANCHOR

MALAVIKA PRASAD
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

“IKNEW I wanted to be alawyer
since I was nine,” says 68-year
old senior advocate Santosh
Kumar Rungta, who has been vi-
sually impaired since childhood.
“Itwasin the third standard that
I decided that if I ever want to
make some difference in the life
of the blind, the only profession

difference, says first blind

toachieve thisis the legal profes-
sion.”

Rungta made the news last
week when Chief Justice of India
DY Chandrachud told the senior
advocate, who was appearing in
a matter related to the
Maharashtra Electricity
Regulatory Commission, that he
will ask the National Informatics
Centre to work with him on
making the court’s software dis-
abled-friendly.

There is a reason the CJI
sought his assistance. Over the
last four decades, Rungta has
been at the forefront for fighting

£?=5ﬁﬁiﬁihlg

Santosh Kumar Rungta, 68

for the rights of people with vi-
sual impairments and other dis-
abilities. He was made a senior
advocate in 2011 by the Delhi
High Court, the first blind lawyer
to receive this designation.

His work in court for those
with visual impairments began
in 1993, when he argued in the
Supreme Court —and won — for
allowing blind and partially
blind candidates to write UPSC
exams in Braille or with the help
of ascribe.On October 8,2013, it
wasina case argued by him that
the apex court directed the gov-
ernment to implement three per

cent reservation for disabled
persons in government jobs. In
2020, during the Covid-19 pan-
demic, Rungta moved the Delhi
High Court challenging the non-
inclusion of persons with dis-
abilities in the Antyodaya Anna
Yojana and the National Food
Security Act.

Born to a business family in
Kanpur, Rungta says he had prob-
lems with his eyesight since birth.
“I'have had Glaucoma since birth.
Icould not see inany kind of light
and my eyes had to be covered.”
After losing his father when he

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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e Modi rules, BJP is System, AAP more knock than arrival

Kejriwal’s party has madeits pres-
ence felt in this BJP city.

Itisriding several resentments
inSurat.

To begin with, left-over anger
from the Patidar aandolan for
reservation — the movement has
long splintered, its most promi-
nent leader Hardik Patel is now in
the BJP, and the politically articu-
late community is looking at the
recently 10 per cent EWS quota
with hope, but pending cases and
memories of thosekilled inthe ag-
itation are a source of continuing
bitterness in the large migrant
Patidar population which comes
from Saurashtra toworkin the di-
amond and textile industries in
Surat. There is worker unrest
against working conditions and
aam aadmi concerns over price
rise, unemployment, corruption,
and mounting costs of education.
Thereisalso simmering grievance
against a ruling party whose long
years in power are seen to have
madeitunresponsive tovoter con-
cerns.

At the same time, for all the
talkabout the new challenger, the
impression is of the AAP’s knock,
more than a sense of its arrival, in
Surat.

Many BJP voters profess un-
flinching support to PM Narendra
Modi even as they express dissat-
isfaction with BJP rule in the state
—“Modinirdosh hai(Modiis notat
fault)”, announces Pareshbhai
Wekaria, in the brokerage busi-
ness, outside a bus shelter in the
city’s Yogi Chowk. On the campus
of MTB college, student Mehul
Adhir says, “Ram mandir, surgical
strike, GST, G-20... sab kuchch
hai... (the BJP has given us every-
thing)”.

Many say there is a “craze” for
AAP among the young, but also
thatitsentry in the Gujarat fray will
only help the BJP pull further
ahead in a triangular contest.
Othersspeakofthe AAPonlyasan
option for nudging the BJP towards
greater accountability. This is a
state, afterall, where the BJPisThe
System, not justa party.

The BJP System stands on the
twin pillars of visible development
and visible division. Prosperous
because of diamonds and textiles,
Suratis also the projected site and
beneficiary of projects worth hun-
dreds of crores, from bridges and

flyovers to expressways, coastal
highway, metro, “world class air-
port” and bullet train.

Like the prosperity, the social
division wasn't created by the BJP,
but the party has worked to
deepenit.

Sharifa Vijaliwala, Sahitya
Akademi award-winning writer
and translator, who teachesin Veer
Narmad South Gujarat University,
remembers how she struggled as
aMuslim to find a house in this
otherwise hospitable city of mi-
grants even in the 1990s.

“They said, change your name,
or live in your own (Muslim)area.
Irefusedtodoeither ... from 1991
t02009, I stayed inahostel, as stu-
dent and then as rector. I got a
house only when a messiah-like
builder agreed tosellme aflatina
non-Muslimarea.” She has always
fought back against the bigotry, she
says, but she keptall-Hindunames
for her brother’s four children so
that they don't have to fight the
battles she has had to. “The topi
and tilak have only grown every-
where in Gujarat since 1992

With only days to go before
polling in Surat Thursday, minis-
ter and BJP candidate from Surat
West, Purnesh Modi, claims there’s
no anti-incumbency because the
people don't want “appeasement
politics” by those who stand with
the “Bharat tere tukde gang”, and
because people fear that “Taliban
jaisanahojaaye (Taliban-style rule
may come)”.

He dismisses the AAP chal-
lenge — the municipal poll results,
he points out, have rarely corre-
sponded with assembly out-
comes. But this time, he also says,
the BJP's booth management has
gone more micro than before —
“Where there was one panna pra-
mukh (incharge of 30 wards), now
there is a committee of five”.

The BJP paints the AAP as a
party of one pocket of Surat and
one community — the diamond
and embroidery hub in Varachha
area that is home to most of the
Patidar migrants from Saurashtra.

The AAP’s 27 corporators in
2021 were from Varachha, of them
23 were Patidars. (Six later crossed
over to the BJP, and even though
tworeturned, the AAPis gettingits
first taste of the great crossover
story that has seen the Gujarat
Congress steadily bleed leaders

into the more resourceful and
predatory BJP).

In his campaign office near
Yogi chowkinVarachha, AAP can-
didate Ram Dhaduk, civil engineer
turned activist turned politician,
whose campaign’s taglineis “Haan
main ladoonga (yes, I will fight)”,
counters: “It is true that many of
those involved in the Patidar aan-
dolan are in AAP today, the old
Patidar leadership was with the
BJP, the younger generationis with
us.Butin the last six months, there
have been agitations across sec-
tions of Gujarat’s society— karam-
chariunions, farmers, Asha work-
ers, para medical staff, bank
employees... The BJPgovernment
ison the back foot”.

The AAP’s “guarantee card”,
which promises 300 units of free
electricity,Rs 1,000 towomenover
18, and an unemployment al-
lowance of Rs 3,000to every grad-
uate every month, elicits mixed re-
actionsina people accustomed to
asking dry-eyed questions about
money.

Many ask if anything is ever
free. But the AAP's “Delhi model”
of state-led programmes in health
and educationalsoappearstores-
onate amid the gathering distress
atthelowerends of the class spec-
trum.

A new political line may be
tentatively visible in this diamond
and textile city —between traders
and worlkers.

“There is nothing new in this
election... BJP ke sivay yahan koi
dikhayinahin deta(we cansee no
one here other thanthe BJP)”, says
Jagdish Khunt, vice president,
Surat Diamond Association.
Rangnath Sharda, director,
Federation of Surat Textile Traders
Association says “lad ke ya prem
se, isi government se lena hai (we
cando business only with the BJP
government)”.

On the other side is Ramesh
Jilariya, president of the Diamond
Worker Union. “We have a list of
demands since 2008 but the BJP
government has done nothing —
we get no overtime, no PF...” He
holds up a letter — “The AAP has
givenawrittenassurance thatthey
will solve our issues if they come
to power”.

Butthatline -- between work-
ers and traders -- doesn't always
hold. At Yogi chowk, Vipul bhai, a

diamond worker, says prices may
have risen on its watch, but “BJP
Hindutvavadi to hai (at least the
BJP is pro-Hindu)". Anyone who
takes on the BJP must compete
with it not on one front but two —
onits “kaam (development)”, but
alsoits pro-Hinduness, he says.

On the second count, for all its
strategic silences, from Shaheen
Bagh to Bilkis Bano, and loud
promises of pilgrimages, the AAPis
widely seen to be not-Hindu-
enough.

AAP’s Dhaduk speaks of his
party’s predicament: “They (BJP)
put up edited posters of Kejriwal
herewitha(Muslim)cap...dadhi
bana di (painted on a beard)”, he
says.

That the Congress is barely
seen or heard in Surat in this elec-
tion is remarkable but not so sur-
prising, perhaps, given that it has
seen successive electoral defeats
for over two decades in this city.

Buteveninthetribal beltinthe
adjoining Tapi district, where the
Congress won evenas it shrankin
the urban centre,and where fears
of displacement by the “pariyo-
jana” or project continue to stoke
popular suspicion of the BJP, the
party seems less than the sum of
its blinkered parts.

InBorakhadivillage in the con-
stituency of Vyara, four-term MLA
and Congress candidate
Poonabhai Gamit arrivesinacon-
voy of cars that also carries most
of his audience for the small elec-
tion meeting.

Congressis not bringingoutits
national firepower, unlike the AAP
and BJP — Rahul Gandhi broke
away from his Bharat Jodo Yatra
only once so far for the Gujarat
campaignevenas Modi-Yogi-cen-
tral ministers and AAP’s Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
have held meetings and road-
showsin the tribal belt. “Iwill win,
even if a big Congress leader does
not come, because no one here
wants change”, Gamit says.

A splintered Congress cam-
paign that lacks a centre makes
even Morbi —where a bridge col-
lapse on the BJP government’s
watchdrew the nation’s attention
to the tragedy of 135 lost lives —
seem faraway. “Morbiis notanis-
sue here... I have not seen the
bridge, it is 400-500 km from
here”, says Gamit.

e World Cup upset

mind. Here, though, there was
only one road Sabiri could have
taken to beat Courtois. It was to
lift, bend and dip. He did exactly
that, and Courtois reacted woe-
fully late to palm the ball into his
net. He was unusually leaden-
footed and detached.

He was woefully positioned
to start with and his reflexes
snapped. Even bizarrely, there
was no one guarding the near-
post. There again was the in-
domitable Romain Saiss asade-
coy off-side of sorts to distract
the Belgian keeper, but this time
he was played on-side and the
goal stood. Unlike before the
half-time, when Hakim Ziyech'’s
free-kick goal was chalked off
because Saiss was in an offside
position and interfering with the
play.

Sabiri, the Germany-bred
Moroccan, knelt to the pitch, of-
fered a prayer and sharpened his
ears to the direction of the
Belgian voice. He could hear the
drop of a pin; the Belgian fans
were muted; their players were
left ashen-faced. There was time
yet to equalise, or perhaps wake
up the stifled creativity of Kevin
de Bruyne and out-score
Morocco - 15 minutes plus an
eternity of added time is some-
times adequate.

But instead, Belgium unrav-
elled, making a mockery of the
No 2 ranking FIFA has ascribed
to them. Morocco, riding the
goal-vibe attacked with aban-
don, threatened to humiliate
Belgium, and in the end nicked
a second goal in stoppage time
from a delicious first-time clip
off the boot of Zakaria Aboukhlal.
The celebrations were quieter,
for by then Morocco knew that
their famed European oppo-
nents had neither the energy nor
the imagination to produce what

would have been the comeback
of the tournament.

The script was familiar -
Morocco coach Walid Regragui
made two substitutes and both
scored. Belgium, like Argentina
and Germany, never recovered
from the shock of the first goal.
Butitdiffered from the other big
shocks of the tournament in that
this was a match where they ut-
terly bossed the Belgians, out-
running, out-muscling and out-
thinking them. That Morocco
waited this long to break the
deadlock was the only unsolved
mystery.

Much before the substitutes
sizzled, there was Hakim Ziyech
who made the ageing Belgium
backline feel their age. Under-
utilised at Chelsea, he sparkled
inthe Morocco shirts. Ziyech was
an incessant threat, with not
only his pace but also his vast
range of tricks. He would feign
and step-over, drop his shoulder
or shift his hips to drag the de-
fender the wrong way.

Unsurprisingly, he produced
the best chances for Morocco.
None was clear-cut as an oppor-
tunity in the 35th minute when
he jinked past Thorgan Hazard,
slit into the inside right channel
and pulled a rasping half-volley
over the crossbar. A few minutes
before this, he was the provider,
the labour of another darting
run, but Selim Amalla bludg-
eoned the ball into the stands.

Belgium might still go
through to the last 16, though
there looms a game against
Croatia, or maybe even beyond,
the wondrous talent of de
Bruyne could be unleashed on
the world but the (hypothetical)
golden generation is no longer
gold. Not even perhaps bronze.
Perhaps it never was as golden
as it was projected to be.

¢J&K taps special units

marginally higher this time.

Underscoring the need for
specialised investigation units,
J&K DGP Dilbag Singh told The
Indian Express: “Investigations
need to be time bound. Since the
normal investigation machinery
at the thana level is engaged in
law and order and special cases
among other duties, important
cases would suffer sometimes.
Therefore, we looked for solu-
tions to thisissue.”

He said that following the cre-
ation of the SIA in November last
year and the SIUs over the last few
months, many cases are in ad-
vanced stages of investigation
and “we can expect more convic-
tions towards the end of the year.”

Currently, the J&K police are
investigating 1,335 UAPA cases,
of which 1,214 are in Kashmir.
Over the last year, the SIA has
taken up 80 cases. Of the 884
UAPA cases under trial in J&K, the
SIAis handling 24.

Of the cases under trial, 249
are in the North Kashmir Range
(Baramulla, Handwara, Kupwara,
Bandipora and Sopore); 223 in
South Kashmir Range (Pulwama,
Awantipora, Anantnag, Shopian,
Kulgam); and 317 in Central
Kashmir Range (Srinagar,
Budgam, Ganderbal).

With a huge backlog of cases
atthedistrictlevel, the process of
capacity building started about
five months back with the cre-
ation of SIUs. The 14-member
teams, under district superin-
tendents of police (SPs), tasked
with “effective investigation and
case building” for UAPA cases,
were first set up in the five police
districts in South Kashmir, fol-
lowed by Central Kashmir and
then North Kashmir. Srinagar dis-
trict, because of its case load, has
two of these specialised units.

Asenior official who spoke to

The Indian Express said the SIUs
will ensure better investigation.
“Due to procedural flaws some-
times, the cases would remain
under trial for a very long time,
or the accused would get bail
and there would be little follow-
up on cases. This puts a lot of
pressure on both jails and
courts,” he said.

Another district SP said that
in Kashmir, where the situation
on the ground remains “more
important than follow-up in
court”, the thana-level person-
nel are constrained for time to
focus oninvestigations. “The SIU
will only focus on investigations
and help secure convictions,” he
said. He said this would also
bring a shift in arrests, as only
“accused with solid evidence
that can be produced in court”
would be held.

NIA officials were roped in for
specialised training of the SIU
personnel in forensic capability,
evidence collection, ensuring
chain of custody of evidence,
chargesheeting and presenta-
tion of cases, and coordination
with the prosecution wing.

The SIA was set up as a nodal
agency for “coordinating with
the NIA and other central agen-
cies” to ensure “speedy and ef-
fective investigation and prose-
cution of terrorism related
cases.” It can register a case in-
dependently, or as recom-
mended by the DGP, J&K Police.

According to sources, Home
Minister Amit Shahraised the is-
sue in a recent discussion with
J&K security officials, and called
for incentivising investigations.

Officials said issues pertain-
ing to court proceedings, like
witnesses turning hostile or
Investigating Officers (I0s) not
attending hearings, are now
viewed seriously.
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Remembering Abbas
Moontasir, the Indian
basketball legend

On16th November, Moontasir died at the
age of 80. He was one of India’s greatest ball
handlers and most charismatic part of the
star studded Railways in the 60s and 70s

e NPAs of Mudra loans at just 3.3%

Within the three categories,
the NPAs for Shishu loans (up to
Rs 50,000) were the lowest at
2.25 per cent of disbursements
and the highest for Kishore loans
(Rs 50,001 to Rs 5 lakh) at 4.49
per cent. For Tarun loans (over Rs
5 lakh up to Rs 10 lakh), bad
loans were 2.29 per cent of dis-
bursements.

The Micro Units
Development & Refinance
Agency (MUDRA)was launched
on April 8, 2015, by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to pro-
vide loans up to Rs 10 lakh to
non-corporate, non-farm, small
and micro enterprises. Called the
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana,
loans are given under three cat-
egories: Shishu up to Rs 50,000,
Kishore Rs 50,001 to Rs 5 lakh,
and Tarun fromRs 5 lakh toRs 10
lakh. Mudra loans do not require
any collateral/ security, and
hence were perceived to be very
risky.

The data under the RTI re-
sponse received by the
Department of Financial
Services under the Union
Ministry of Finance reveals five
interesting trends:

i) Public sector banks ac-
counted for almost 46 per cent

BADLOAN STATUS

Category | Allbanks | Govtbanks | Private banks
Shishu 2.25% 5.26% 0.95%
Kishore 4.49% 6.64% 1.79%
Tarun 2.29% 3.51% 1.49%

All figures as % of disbursements under the specified category.
Source: Department of Financial Services, Union Ministry of Finance

of allMudraloans in value terms
till June 30 this year. They accu-
mulated bad loans of Rs
31,025.30 crore, which is 4.98 per
cent of their disbursements of Rs
6,23,279.85 crore. As a percent-
age of total advances, this is also
lower than 5.97 per cent for the
banking sector as a whole.

ii) Private banks have far bet-
ter recovery than public sector
banks. For them, bad loans or
non-performing assets during
the seven-year period stood at
Rs 6,469.2 crore, just 1.32 per
cent of their disbursements of Rs
4,90,652.6 crore. Private banks
were next to public sector banks
interms of their market share in
value terms - they accounted for
almost 36 per cent of the total
disbursements.

iii) Of the total 19.78 crore

beneficiaries (also referred to as
loan accounts) across Shishu,
Kishore and Tarun categories,
only 82.98 lakh loan accounts or
419 per cent turned bad. This
means only 4 beneficiaries
among 100 beneficiaries de-
faulted on repayments.

iv) Private banks may account
for just 36 per cent of the value of
loans disbursed, but in terms of
the number of loan accounts,
they catered to 10.46 crore bene-
ficiaries or almost 53 per cent of
the total 19.78 crore loan ac-
counts. What this suggests is pri-
vate banks gave smaller denom-
ination loans, but their coverage
was much wider. This is corrob-
orated by data. The share of pri-
vate sector banks is very high in
Shishu category loans (up to Rs
50,000); of the Rs4.21 lakh crore

disbursed to over 15.39 crore
beneficiaries under Shishu cate-
gory, private sector banks ac-
counted for almost 60 per cent.

v) On the contrary, public sec-
tor or state-owned banks (which
in value terms accounted for al-
most 46 per cent of loans dis-
bursed) covered just 4.66 crore
beneficiaries, or under 24 per cent
of the total Mudra loan accounts.
This reveals that the average loan
size for public sector banks was
much larger than private banks.
The share of public sector in
Kishore category disbursements
(Rs50,000toRs 5lakh)was 35.64
per cent, and in Tarun category
(Rs 5-10 lakh loans) was much
higher at 61 per cent.

According to the RTIreply, re-
gional Rural Banks (RRBs) dis-
bursed over Rs 1.09 lakh crore
(8.06 per cent of total) to 1.05
crore customers (5.38 per cent of
total) and Small Finance Banks
provided over Rs 1.40 lakh crore
(10.27 per cent of total disburse-
ment)to 3.61 crore beneficiaries
(18.22 per cent of total) as on June
30, 2022. Similar to the public
sector banks, the NPAs of RRBs
too are high at about 4.22 per
cent. For small finance banks, the
NPAs were lower at 2.79 per cent.

¢ China Covid protests spread, Xi faces calls to quit

for weeks at a time. Some cities
carry out daily virus tests on mil-
lions of residents.

Protests erupted after a fire
broke out Thursday and killed at
least 10 people in an apartment
building in the city of Urumgi in
the northwest, where some have
beenlocked in their homes for four
months.

About 300 demonstrators
gathered late Saturday in
Shanghai, most of whose 25 mil-
lion people were confined to their
homes for almost two months
starting in late March.

Onastreet named for Urumgi,
one group of protesters brought
signs honoring those who died in
the blaze. Another, according to a
protester, was more active, shout-
ing slogans and singing the na-
tional anthem. The protester and
another, who gave only his family
name, Zhao, confirmed the chants
against Xi. The scene turned vio-
lent early Sunday. Hundreds of po-
lice broke up the more active
group before they came for the
second as they tried to move peo-
ple off the main street. The pro-
tester said that he saw people be-

ing taken away, forced by police
into vans, but could not identify
them. He said protestersyelled slo-
gans, including one that has be-
come a rallying cry: “(We) do not
want PCR (tests), but want free-
dom.” On Sunday afternoon,
crowds returned to the same spot.
InBeijing,a group of about 200
people gathered in a park on the
capital’s east side and held up
blank sheets of paper, a symbol of
defiance against the ruling party’s
pervasive censorship. Postings on
social media said there were also
protests at 50 universities. AP

eKerala

Report. Subsequently, the police
took five fishermen into custody
inconnection with the Saturday’s
violence in which fishermen came
face to face with local Hindu
groups, which have been demand-
ing completion of the Rs 7,500-
crore seaport, under construction
since 2015.

The clergy were booked under
various sections of IPC including
criminal conspiracy (Section 120-
B), rioting (Section 147), criminal
trespassing (Section 447), and as-
saulting public servants to deter
them from discharging official
duty (Section 353), among other
charges. As many as nine cases
have been registered against the
clergy and 1,000-odd persons,
who on Saturday prevented the
Adani Group from resuming con-
struction of the port, which has
been suspended for the last four
months. Action council convener
Fr Eugene Pereira claimed that
provocation by the police had led
toworseningof the situation. “The
police have arrested the bishops
and the priests in the criminal case,
and charged them with conspir-
acy even though they were not
partofthe agitation. Saturday’s vi-
olence was unleashed by the men
of Adani (group) with the con-
nivance of police and BJP. We want
apeaceful solutiontotheissue,” he

alleged.

e Congress on Gehlot

A clear message to keep dif-
ferences aside till the yatrais over
was sent out to leaders of the
Madhya Pradesh Congress too.

Sources in the Congress said
Gehlot's sharp offensive against
Pilot - he called him a “traitor
(gaddar)” who colluded with the
BJP -- has upset the leadership,
primarily because it has come
days before the yatra is to enter
Rajasthan, and there will be re-
newed focus on the simmering
tussle between the two all
through the yatra in the state.

For the first time on Sunday,
the party made it clear that
Gehlot should not have used cer-
tain words. Making it clear that
the party values both Gehlot and
Pilot, AICC communication head
Jairam Ramesh admitted that
“there are some differences” be-
tween the two, but added that
“some words used by the chief
minister were unexpected...[was
alsovery surprised. And I canalso
say that the chief minister should
not have certain words.”

The Congress had initially re-
sponded cautiously to Gehlot's at-
tack, with Ramesh saying he was
a“senior and experienced politi-
calleader” and “whatever differ-
ences he has expressed” with
Pilot “will be resolved in a man-
ner that strengthens the Congress
party”. A day later, he called

Gehlot's remarks “unexpected”.
Going a step further, he said on
Sunday that Gehlot should not
have said what he said.

Asked about the possibility of
a leadership change, Ramesh
said: “Gehlot is a senior and ex-
perienced leader of our party.
Sachin Pilot is a young, popular
and energetic leader. The party
needs both of them. There are
some differences... but what-
ever solution that will be found
in Rajasthan... the Congress
leadership is thinking aboutit...
the way forward will be keeping
in mind the interest of the party.”

“Individuals are not impor-
tant. People will come and go.
Veteran leader, experienced
leader, young leader, all that
doesn’t matter. Organisation is
supreme. And the issue will be
resolved in a manner that
strengthens the party. I cannot
set a time frame. That the
Congress leadership will decide.
The only criteria is whether the
decision will strengthen the
party or weaken it. If tough de-
cisions are to be made...it will be
taken. If an agreement s to be ar-
rived at, that will be done. On
one side is a senior and experi-
enced leader who has held many
posts and on the otheris ayoung,
popular, energetic and active
leader. We need both.”

e Senior advocate

was barely two, Rungta soon re-
alised that he was treated differ-
ently by those around him —
“some kind of a charity approach”,
ashe putsit. “Thiswasatrigger for
me. [ knew [ had to do something
tobe independent.”

Rungta completed his LLB
from Kanpur in 1978 from
Dayanand College of Law. The
same year, at the age of 24, he be-
came the All India General
Secretary of National Federation
of Blind. “Ialsodecided to continue
my legal studies and pursue LLM
from Delhi University’s Law
Faculty,” he says.

He enrolled with the Bar
Council of Delhi in 1982, and be-
gan his practice in the city. Since
then, he has built a flourishing
practice over the past four decades.
In court, he always keeps his “ears
towards where the benchsits”. “I
don't rely on my juniors to ascer-
tain whether the judge has en-
tered the courtroom. I try to un-
derstand if the court master is
talking, if the lawyersin the court-
room,” Rungtasays.

Having relied on Braille notes
all hislife, Rungta believes that al-
though technological advance-
ments have helped visually im-
paired lawyers immensely, one
cannot completely depend on
technology while appearing be-
fore courts.

Rungta says that when it
comes to mobility requirements
for visually impaired persons, hu-
manassistance and walking sticks
are the most useful. Though ramps
are useful for the physically dis-
abled, the construction of path-
ways with blocks for visually im-
paired persons sometimes causes
more trouble for people that can
see. “What is really needed is e-
courts tobecome compatible with
softwares used by visually im-
paired lawyers. PDFfiles should be
compatible for us. We still don't
have sign interpreters for hearing
impaired lawyers. For blind wit-
nesses appearing in cases, braille
printers should be provided,” he
suggests.

Airing of ‘national

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

COME JANUARY 1, 2023, it may
become binding for Indian televi-
sion channels to air “national in-
terest” content for 30 minutes
everyday.

Earlier this month, the Union
Cabinet approved the ‘Guidelines
for Uplinking and Downlinking of
Television Channels in India,
2022’, under which it became
obligatory for channels to telecast
content in national and publicin-

terest.

Evenas the guidelines became
effective across the country on
November 9, officials from the
Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting (I&B) have said that
the channels will be given time to
conceptualise and create such
content.

After several rounds of meet-
ings with the channels and other
stakeholders, the likely imple-
mentation date for such content
will be set for January 1, 2023,
sources told The Indian Express.

Before that, there is going tobe

another round of meetings be-
tween the ministry officials and
the stakeholders to give a final
shape to the plan, sources added.

As per the guidelines, at least
30 minutes are to be given every
day to telecast content pertaining
to “public service and national in-
terest”, for which eight themes
were given to channels for cre-
ation of content. The rationale be-
hind the move, as per the govern-
ment, is that airwaves are public
property and need to be used in
the best interest of society.

The themes given to the chan-

interest’ content for TV may come into effect on Jan 1

nels include (i) education and
spread of literacy; (ii) agriculture
and rural development; (i) health
and family welfare; (iv) science
and technology; (v) welfare of
women; (vi) welfare of the
weaker sections of the society;
(vii) protection of environment
and of cultural heritage; and (7
(viii) national integration.

The government will, from
time to time, issue general advi-
sory to the channels for telecast of
content in national interest, and
the channel shall comply with the
same, the guidelines said.

President of Egypt to be chief guest on Republic Day, says MEA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

EGYPT PRESIDENT Abdel Fattah
al-Sisi will be the chief guest at
the Republic Day celebrations in
January, the Ministry of External
Affairs said on Sunday.

“This is the first time that the
President of the Arab Republic of
Egypt will be the Chief Guest at
our Republic Day,” the MEA said
ina statement.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had sent a formal invita-

tion to al-Sisi which was handed
over to the Egyptian President by
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on October 16.

Both countries are celebrat-
ing the 75th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic re-
lations this year.

Egypt has been invited as a
'guest country' during India's
presidency of the G20 in 2022-
23, according to the statement.

“India and Egypt enjoy warm
and friendly relations based on
civilisational and deep-rooted
people-to-people ties,” the state-

New Delhi

ment said.

An invitation to be the
Republic Day chief guest is
highly symbolic from the Indian
government's perspective. New
Delhi has been weaving a strat-
egy with hospitality to decide its
chief guest for the Republic Day.
The choice of chief guest every
year is dictated by a number of
reasons — strategic and diplo-
matic, business interests and in-
ternational geo-politics.

India was unable to have any
foreign leader as the chief guest
for the Republic Day celebrations

in 2021 and 2022 due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

In 2022, leaders of five
Central Asian countries were in-
vited as chief guests for the
Republic Day parade and cele-
brations on January 26, but they
couldn’t come due to the Covid-
19 pandemic's Omicron wave.

In 2021, British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson had to
cancel his presence at the
Republic Day celebrations due to
araging Covid wave in the UK,
and India had no Republic Day
chief guestin January 2021.
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BMW with ‘VIP number plate “mows down 50-yr-old cyclist

‘A legend among cyclist groups, used to
raise awareness for road accident victims’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

A50-YEAR-OLD cyclist died after
aBMW vehicle, witha “VIPnum-
ber plate”, rammed into his cycle
at Southwest Delhi’s Mahipalpur
flyover Sunday morning. Police
have arrested the car driver.
The deceased, Subhendu
Banerjee, was a businessman
from Gurgaon and an avid cy-
clist. He was riding alone when
the car hit him from the rear.
Police said he had a helmet on
and would cycle every day.
Visuals from the spot show
the car sporting a Delhi Cantt
Board sticker. However, police
said the owner of the caris nota
member of the board but a busi-
nessman from West Delhi.
According to police, they re-
ceived a PCR call from Vasant Kunj
around 6-7 am. Staff went to the
flyover and found both the car
and the cycle lyingdamaged ona

The deceased, Subhendu Banerjee, was cycling alone when he was hit by the car

corner of theroad. The car’s wind-
screen was broken while the cy-
cle was completely damaged.
DCP (Southwest) Manoj C
said, “On enquiry, it was found
that the car’s tyre had burst. The
driver could not control the vehi-
cleand hita cyclist. He rushed the
cyclist to a hospital, but doctors
declared him dead on arrival.”
Acase was registered against
the driver, Somveer (31),who has

been booked under sections of
rashdriving and causing death by
negligence. “The offending car
has been seized and the driver ar-
rested. The BMW'’s owner has
beenidentified as Sunil Chander
(40), a resident of Punjabi Bagh
who runs a mobile shop.
Investigation is at a preliminary
stage. Mechanical inspection will
be done on the car,” said the DCP.

Police said Somveer had al-

legedly dropped his owner off
and was returning to Punjabi
Bagh when he hit the victim.
“Sunil said he bought the car sec-
ond-hand and retained the
sticker. We will take necessary le-
gal action and more sections will
be added in the FIR after docu-
ment verification. Sunil also de-
nied his presence inside the car
at the time of the accident. We
are verifying it,” added the DCP.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

FOR HIS friends, Subhendu
Banerjee was a “legend” in the
Delhi-Gurgaon cyclist groups
who had covered one of the
toughestrides, colloquially called
the CKB-1,200 kmride. He would
cycle almost every day with
other cyclists or solo. On Sunday
morning, he left his home in
Gurgaon'’s Sector 49 for a ride but
died after a BMW hit him on
Mabhipalpur flyover.

A member of the Delhi
Randonneurs group, the 50-year-
old was a businessman who ran
a garment manufacturing busi-
ness in Gurgaon. He is survived
by his parents, wife and a 21-

MCD POLLS A WEEK AWAY, PARTIES HIT THE STREETS

year-old daughter. His friends
said his daughter had recently
got ajob and he was elated.
Neha Raizada, a cyclist, said,
“He was an experienced profes-
sional rider, all young cyclists
looked up to him. When I heard
he had covered the CKBride, [was
surprised,; itis one of the toughest
ridesin North India because of the
distance and elevation. It starts
from Delhi and goes all the way
to Nainital and other elevated
sites. For us, he was amentor-like
figure in the cycling community.”
Friends called him an ‘en-
durance cyclist’ who was often
spotted on 600 km to 1,000 km
rides across states. On social me-
dia and cycling apps, he would
often share pictures of his rides
and route maps. Fellow cyclist

Shilpi Malik (49) said, “He was a
strong rider and often led groups
ontherides. He was a role model
for all of us. He was around 50
but challenged everyone with
his long-distance trips on bikes.”
His friends said Subhendu
also took up causes to raise
awareness about road fatalities
and safety for cyclists and pedes-
trians. According to his friends,
he had participated in a road
safety awareness event last week
on Golf Course Road organised
by the district administration,
police and an NGO in memory of
those killed in road accidents in
Gurgaon in the past five years.
Sarika Panda Bhatt, a cyclist,
said, “He was a friend...anavid cy-
clist who would cycle daily. On
weekends, we would often go cy-

cling in a group from Gurgaon to
Delhi... Today he was riding
alone... He had posted on our cy-
clist group,on WhatsApp, that he
would be going for the ride... Last
Sunday, he took part in an event
to raise awareness for victims of
road accidents...”

Gaurav Wadhwa, owner of a
bike shop in Delhi and a cyclist,
said: “I met his family, they are
devastated. He had bought two-
three bikes from me, and we also
would go for rides.”

Subhendu had been cycling
for the past 15 years, often par-
ticipating in long-distance rides
across states, said Hemanshu
Khanna (39), a cyclist and a
friend. “He had cycled for over
70,000 km and was quite expe-
rienced.”

In unauthorised colony in North Delhi, what
D? Toilets

do women want most from M

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

WHILE BJP national president |
P Nadda walked through a nar-
row lane of an unauthorised
colony in North Delhi's
Wazirpur Industrial Area, cam-
paigning for the upcoming mu-
nicipal polls, 40-year-old Gulabo
was unimpressed.

“We never see leaders, even
once, after elections are over.
Everyone comes here for votes,
but there is no one for the poor.
Today, a leader has come so
some of the garbage has been
picked up,” she said. Her hus-
band, like many residents of the
area, is a daily wage labourer.

People across the locality
flagged the lack of sanitation and
clean drinking water as the pri-
mary problems affecting them,
but women said the biggest is-
sue for them s the lack of toilets.

“I hope whoever comes to
power does something for
young girls. I have a 15-year-old
daughter. The nearest public toi-
let is 10-15-minute walk away.
Every day before school, girls
have to stand in a queue and wait
there, and they get late for
school. It’s also very dirty,” said
Sunita (36).

Munni Devi (45), who works
as domestic help, stated that
many women relieve them-
selves in the open by the nearby
railway lines after dark owing to
the lack of toilets.

“Ihave been living here for 20
years, and this has not changed.
Some people with a little more
money have made toilets in their
homes but for the rest of us, we
either have to go all the way to
the toilets or go in the open near
the railway lines,” she said.

The sitting councillor for the
ward is former leader of the op-
position in the erstwhile North
MCD Vikas Goel from the Aam
Aadmi Party.

The long-standing problems
of the area is reflected in scepti-
cism in the residents.

“Nobody has done anything
here, we do everything by our-
selves. The drains are always
overflowing, we clean them
ourselves. When it rains, they
overflow even more and we
place bricks on the lane to move
in and out of our houses. We
don’t get clean water, so we buy
drinking water every day for Rs
20-25,” said 31-year-old Sonia
Pandey.

For Munni Devi (top) and
Sunita, lack of toilets in the
area is the biggest issue
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BJP’s Nadda takes a swipe at AAP: ‘Opened a
massage centre in jail, made rapist a therapist’

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

ONE WEEK before the Delhi mu-
nicipal corporation polls next
week, senior Bharatiya Janata
Party functionaries and Union
Ministers hit out against the
Aam Aadmi Party while cam-
paigning across the capital on
Sunday with jibes ranging from
‘massage centre in Tihar jail’ to
‘revri culture’.

On Sunday morning, BJP na-
tional president ] P Nadda led a
door-to-door campaign in North
Delhi’'s Wazirpur Industrial Area
accompanied by BJP MP Harsh
Vardhan. Addressing a public
meeting in the area after that,
Nadda tore into the AAP, refer-
ring to the incarceration of lead-
ers including cabinet minister
Satyendar Jain and to leaked
video footage showing Jain re-
ceiving what appeared to be a
massage in his cell.

“Is Satyendar Jain in jail or
not? Is he in jail for the last six

=
mali
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BJP national president ] P Nadda led a door-to-door
campaign in North Delhi’s Wazirpur Industrial Area
accompanied by BJP MP Harsh Vardhan. Prem Nath Pandey

months or not? They (AAP) used
to say we only give tickets to
honest people. Is Amanatullah
Khaninjail or not? For what? For
causing riots. Is Tahir (Hussain)
injail or not for the past year? For
what? For causing riots. And is
Satyendar Jain in jail for corrup-
tion or not? Hasn't he asked for

Her legacy MCD poll theme

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

MORE THAN three years after
her demise, Sheila Dikshit con-
tinues to be the Congress’s most
bankable leader in Delhi — the
tottering party has made her the
key face of its MCD poll cam-
paign which highlights the times
of “Sheila ji’s Delhi”.

Dikshit had been the longest-
serving Delhi chief minister
(from 1998 to 2013), following
which the grand old party has

beenin political wilderness in the
national capital. The Congress
had failed to win a single seat in
Delhi in the 2015 and 2020
Assembly polls as well as the
2014 and 2019 Lok Sabha polls.

The Dikshit-led Congress was
trounced by the then fledgling
Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi
Party in the December 2013 polls,
which formed its first govern-
ment with outside support from
the incumbent party. The
Congress lost power in the MCD
to the BJP in the 2007 polls.

It was under the Dikshit gov-

ernment that the MCD was tri-
furcated in 2011, although she
had mooted this proposal years
earlier during her second termas
CM, which was strongly opposed
by the then Congress-led corpo-
ration leaders. This year’s elec-
tion will be held for the reunified
MCD after the BJP-led Centre re-
versed the Congress regime’s de-
cision earlier this year.
Struggling to revive itself
while reeling under factional
feuds, the Congress has decided
to fall back on Dikshit’s legacy in
its MCD poll campaign, project-

bail six times? He hasn’t got
bail?... Now tell me if they have
improved health services. They
haven’t? Arey, he has opened a
massage centre in Tihar jail. And
they have done so much workin
education that they have made
arapist a therapist,” he said.
Nadda was referring to AAP’s

explanation that Jain was receiv-
ing physiotherapy, to which
sources at Tihar jail had stated
that the masseur was not a phys-
iotherapist but an undertrial
prisoner in a rape case.

Calling AAP a party which
“works against common people”,
Nadda said, “They denied releas-
ing around Rs 3,200 crore to the
municipal corporation... You
might have heard them saying
*hum kattar imandar hai’. They
turned out to be such kattariman-
darthat the commission of liquor
contractors had increased from
2%to 12%and from that 12%, they
took 6% for themselves. You tell
me, didn’t Kejriwal say that he
would stop liquor thekas? Has he
had thekas opened in your local-
ity? Made it reach your homes?
This means that they work
against what they used to say.”

Throughout the day, several
senior BJP leaders including
Union Ministers Piyush Goyal,
Hardeep Singh Puri and Giriraj
Singh led multiple door-to-door
campaigns and public meetings

across different parts of the city.

Addressing a public meeting
atJangpura, Puri stated that the
same party should be at three
levels of government for devel-
opment work.

“There are two models of de-
velopment in front of us. One is
Modi ji's model which wants
that Delhi be recognised as a
world-class capital, which is
why is he has made so much in-
frastructure. The other model is
of giving things for free, distrib-
uting revri... | am Punjabi, [ am
Sikh. Ours is a very hardworking
community... The people in this
area have built houses with their
efforts, done business, gotten to
a good position in their lives,
their children will go even fur-
ther ahead. The BJPis the biggest
political party in the entire
world and I think it’s very im-
portant that just one party
should be in the municipal cor-
poration, the legislative assem-
bly and the Centre which can
make development work reach
the community.”

AAP leader and Deputy CM Manish Sisodia during an MCD
poll campaign in Vinod Nagar, Sunday. Gajendra Yadav

In Bhalswa, landfill
prime concern for
residents: ‘We want
better facilities’

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

LIVING NEAR a landfill spread
across 70 acres, residents of
Bhalswa Dairy are only concerned
if their new MCD councillor can
provide acleaner living space, bet-
ter drinking water and parks.
“Imagine living near a land-
fill. The water is bad. There canbe
afire anytime and it takes a long
time to douse them. There are
many small factories here. The air
is also bad. I run a parlour and
want better facilities in the area.
[ have been living here for more
than 20 years... No one has done
anything so far,” said Anu Kaur.
On Sunday afternoon, AAP
leader and
Deputy Chief
Minister
Manish Sisodia,
who came to
the area to

CIVICSENSE

an AAP member for 12 years.

The couple have promised to
“change the face” of the landfill.
“Itis a health hazard. I also want
to provide better drinking water
and parks here... Locals are suf-
fering because of the BJP rule. We
will change that,” she said.

Bhalswa Dairy is part of the
Jahangirpuri ward, which alsoin-
cludes areas of Shradhanand
Colony and Swaroop Colony.
Most residents live in small bun-
galows and the streets are lined
with carts and shops. There are
two parks in the ward, bereft of
trees. Bhalswa landfill is near
Durga Chowk while there is a
lake near the main road.

Most residents run small
businesses — selling milk, gro-
ceries, spare car
and  motor
parts. With the
landfill right
outside the res-
idential area,

campaign for the groundwa-
the  party’s MCD POLLS 2022 tertoois highly
MCD pick Timsi polluted.

Sharma, pointed to the landfill
and said it shows the “corrup-
tion” in the BJP-ruled civic body.

“Jiskisarkaar ho, usi ko parshad
banaye... We are confident that
you will support Arvind Kejriwal
in the MCD polls. Our candidates
are competent and will work for
their betterment. The BJP has not
done anything here in the last 15
years. This place has become
hell... we will change that," said
Sisodia, addressing hundreds of
locals and AAP supporters who
lined up in the narrow lanes of
Durga Chowk in the area.

Timsi Sharma is fighting the
election against BJP’s Divya Jha,
district secretary in Northwest
Delhi, and Congress’s Sunita
Devi. She is supported by her
husband Suresh, who has been

For people who run dairies in
the area, the dirty water not only
affects them but also their busi-
ness. Suresh Kumar, who runs a
dairy and came to hear Sisodia’s
speech, said: “We have cows and
some people also have goats. The
animals need clean water and a
good environment. You see the
landfill and the nullah here. The
cows get sick.[don’t know if AAP
will do anything, but we wanted
to see what Sisodia was saying.”

Pooja Soni, a homemaker
who lives in Shradhanand
Colony, said the area and mar-
kets are congested and roads
bad. “We have been raising is-
sues about the landfill and
roads, but nobody listens. We
want someone to fix our prob-
lems.”

song, Sheila Dikshit returns as Delhi Cong face

Sheila Dikshit had been the
longest-serving Delhi CM

ing the vast infrastructure built
in Delhi under her government.
Last week, the party flagged off
14 vans marked with Dikshit’s
photo for campaigning. Like the
AAP, the Congress has said it will
focus on Delhi’s garbage problem
and corruption gripping the MCD
if voted to power.

Launching the theme song of
the party’s campaign, DPCC pres-
ident Anil Kumar Chaudhary
said: “The song reflects achieve-
ments of the Congress during its
15-year rule, and how AAP and
BJP together polluted ‘Congress

Wali Delhi’ not only through toxic
air and water, but also through its
divisive politics... The theme song
will be played door-to-door to
highlight the achievements of
the Sheila Dikshit-led Congress
government’s development-ori-
ented governance, and expose
corruption, hollow promises and
wrongdoings of BJP and Kejriwal
governments, at the MCD and in
Delhi government over the last
15 and 8 years, respectively.”
Some Congress insiders, how-
ever, believe Dikshit was not given
her due by the party in the last few

New Delhi

years of her life. After losing to
Kejriwal in the New Delhi con-
stituency by over 25,000 votes in
the 2013 polls, she was called
“short-sighted”. “Many believed
she underestimated AAP and ru-
ined Congress’s chances by not
countering the new party’s narra-
tive strongly. At the time, no one
thoughta party formed ayearago
could win more than a couple of
seats in its first election but she,
being the party leader, was mostly
blamed,” said a party leader.
“When AAP came back witha
sweeping majority of 67 outof 70

seats in the 2015 polls, Dikshit
seemed bitter and infighting
within the party was rife and
those considered close to her
started to look for other av-
enues..,” said another party leader.

In 2019, Dikshit lost to BJP’s
Manoj Tiwari, with the saffron
party bagging all seven Lok
Sabha seats in Delhi. Within
months of her defeat, Dikshit re-
turned to the drawing board to
launch a fresh bid to revive the
Congress in Delhi. She, however,
passed away in July 2019 follow-
ing a cardiac arrest.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY,NOVEMBER 28,2022

DECISION

@ 2022 .

GUJARAT ¢« HIMACHAL PRADESH

VIEW FROM THE GROUND

‘One gets what isindestiny’: Farmers
in Saurashtra unwilling to desert BJP

They complain of rising input

GOPAL KATESHIYA
RAJKOT, JAMNAGAR,
NOVEMBER 27

THE AUCTIONEER quotes Rs
5,000 per quintal as the base
price for groundnut brought by
Hansraj Gadhiya, and then in-
vites bids from buyers. The
farmer sits down in the auction
shed of the Agricultural Produce
Market Committee (APMC) in
Rajkot, resignation written on his
face. Asmall bidding war pushes
the price up to Rs 5,425. But the
bidding soon stops, and the auc-
tioneer announces that
Gadhiya’s lot of 28 quintals of
groundnut, grown on a 1.24
hectare field, is sold.

The 45-year-old farmer from
Vijaynagar village of Morbi dis-
trict, seems neither too happy
nor unhappy by the outcome.
“One gets what is written in
one’s destiny,” he says.

His total crop this year was
double that of last year, when his
groundnut was infested by
white grub pests. The price he
got this year is also higher than
the Rs 4,500 per quintal he had
got last year, though it's Rs 425
lower than the Rs 5,850 that was
announced as the minimum
support price (MSP) by the
Central government this year.

Gadhiya has also taken on
lease an additional 1.5 hectares
to grow cotton. A few days ago,
he sold 22 quintals of cotton, har-
vested during first picking, at Rs
9,000 per quintal, substantially

In BJP’s

LEENAMISRA
AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 27

IN DECEMBER 2002, the
Congress, which had govern-
ments in several states, had at
least six state chief ministers and
several national leaders flown into
Gujarat to campaign for the
Assembly polls.

The elections were being held
in the backdrop of the Godhra
train burning and the riots, fol-
lowed by the Akshardham terror
attack which investigators had
said was “revenge” for the riots.
Narendra Modi, then the chief
minister, had earned the sobriquet
of “Hindu Hriday Samrat (ruler of
Hindu hearts)”.

The events of that election
added up to a “Hindutva wave”
leading the BJP to win 127 of 182
seats, its best performance so far.
The Congress’s “carpet bombing”
of netas — Ashok Gehlot, Vilasrao
Deshmukh, SM Krishna, Ajit Jogi,
Digvijaya Singh and Sheila Dikshit
— created an atmosphere in the
party’s favour, but did not help the
party return to power. In the two-
way contest, the Congress won 51
seats, two going to Independents,

FORMORE
LOGONTO
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Farmers bring groundnut at the APMC mandi, a wholesale market, in Rajkot. Chitral Khambhati

higher than the MSP of Rs 6,080
for the medium staple variety he
had grown this year.

“Prices are so-so. A farmer will
never be happy about the price he
gets for his produce,” he says.

What Gadhiya is unhappy
about is the unreliable electric-
ity supply to his farm. He still
praises Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, though. “Modi does work,
but we are not getting the hours
of supply we are promised.
Currently, the government is
supplying us power for 10 hours
daily as elections are round the
corner. But it will stop once the
elections are over. The govern-
ment will again forget us, farm-

ers,” Gadhiya says, adding, “A
party should be voted out every
five years so that the govern-
ment remains sensitive.”
Claiming that he had burnt
Rs30,000 worth of diesel to irri-
gate his crop by drawing water
from the nearby Aji river using a
diesel pump in 2020, Bavji
Rangani (52), a farmer with five
hectares of land from Moviya vil-
lage in Rajkot’s Paddhari taluka,
also talks about power supply.
“The government promises that
it'll give power for eight hours,
but actually gives it for six hours,
with the supply disrupted scores
of times. But these days, they are
giving it for 10 hours because of

Gujarat push, UP

Yogi Adityanath in Dwarka on November 23. Chitral Khambhati

and twoto the Janata Dal (United).

While the BJP’s “carpet bomb-
ing” in Gujarat in the past two
weeks may resemble the
Congress’s 20 years ago, the for-
mer has many strategiclayers. The
new feature in 2022 being the
huge number of campaigners
brought in from Uttar Pradesh, a
state that hashad adeep link with
Gujarat since the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement, and
where the BJP won the Assembly
election in March riding on the
slogan of “double-engine sarkar”.

For the first time,anarmy of at
least 160 BJP leaders and workers
have landed from Uttar Pradesh

MEDHA PATKAR SAGA

tocampaignin Gujarat, right from
MPs to district-level leaders that
UP leaders say is the biggest de-
ployment so far. Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath launched his
campaign from Wankaner near
Morbi on a stage flanked by JCB
backhoes, banners describing him
as “Hindu Hriday Samrat” and
crowds hailing him as “bulldozer
baba”.He has now conducted sev-
eral rallies. While Adityanath ag-
gressively argues in favour of the
“Gujarat model” for the country
in his speeches, on the ground in
Gujarat, itis the UPmodel playing
out. Apart from flower-bedecked
backhoes being placed at

elections,” says Rangani, who
sold his groundnut crop for Rs
6,300 per quintal.

Rangani has sown cottonin 1.2
hectares and the crop, he says,
looks good. “But cultivation costs
have risen by 35 per cent, as pes-
ticides, fertiliser, diesel and labour
have all become costlier,” he adds.

At the Gondal APMC,
Mahesh Dobariya (35), a farmer
with 3 hectares in Vinzivad vil-
lage of Rajkot’s Gondal taluka,
agrees with Rangani. “However,
I will continue supporting the
BJPas it provides safety, security,
drinking water, etc.”

Groundnut and cotton prices
are higher by an average of Rs 500

costs, erratic power supply, but report good crop yields and prices

and Rs 3,000, respectively, over
the corresponding priceslast year,
say traders, mainly due to robust
domestic and overseas demand.

“For the past one week, we
have started getting power for 10
hours during daytime. But [ am
fully aware that this is going to
stop as soon as polling for
Assembly elections is over,
though industries will continue
to get round the clock supply,”
says Dilip Mungalpara (38), a
farmer from Khajuri village of
Paddhari. He says he will explore
new options while casting his
vote on December 1, when
polling will be held in
Saurashtra, Kutch and south
Gujarat regions, in the first phase
of the Assembly polls.

In almost every public meet-
ing that Modi has addressed in
the state over the past five
months, he has talked about
bringing Narmada waters to
Saurashtra for irrigation and
drinking purposes, and how res-
idents of the state are today get-
ting round the clock power. The
BJP government even claims that
Gujarat is a power-surplus state.
“While that may be true, the fact
is that power supply to farms is
not regular. Why should only
farmers get electricity at night, ex-
posing them to risks of being at-
tacked by wild animals or bitten
by snakes or other poisonous in-
sects while irrigating their
crops?” asks Vinu Khakhariya
(45), who has a three hectare
farm in Moti Veraval village in
Lalpur taluka of Jamnagar district.

lends a hand

Adityanath’s rally venues, and the
campaign riding on the double-
engine Sarkar slogan, the BJP
manifesto now has also promised
to enact the UP-like Recovery of
Damages to Public and Private
Properties Act that the state rati-
fied last year.

All-star campaigns have been
carefully planned out. For in-
stance, Adityanath has addressed
rallies in constituencies that the
BJPwon or lost by narrow margins
or seats with a sizable number of
Muslim votes. He also did road-
shows in constituencies such as
the Patidar-dominated Varachha
inSuratand Viramgamin support
of candidate Hardik Patel. UP
Deputy CM Keshav Prasad
Maurya has also been holding
meetings in areas of Gujarat
where migrants from the Hindi
heartland have been residing.

An MP from Sitapur district
who was part of the campaign
pointed out how communities
such as house painters were cov-
ered. “There are at least 500 fam-
ilies doing colour kaam in
Ahmedabad who are from
Sitapur,” said the leader.

According to Sitapur district
president of the Bhajpa Pichhda

Varg Morcha (BJP OBC cell),
Ramjivan Jaiswal, “From UP,
162 BJP workers have been
camping here since September
and will be here till the election
process concludes.”

In 2014, the BJP sent a huge
group from Gujarat to Varanasi,
mostly Brahminand Patidar lead-
ers, toreach out to their respective
communities and campaign for
Modi who was the prime minis-
terial candidate at the time. Arvind
Kejriwal, then having quitas Delhi
chief minister after 49 days, con-
tested from the seat but lost to
Modi. Former Gujarat MoS
(Home) Gordhan Zadaphia was
made the party’s UP in-charge in
2018 for the Lok Sabha elections
the following year.

The MP from UPrecalled how
the Gujaratis influenced the UP
campaign. “Itwould be very diffi-
cult to cover women in door-to-
door campaigns as the women
would be in purdah and run in-
doors when our people came to
their homes. But when Gujarati
women came, they not only cov-
ered them in the campaign, but
they also conducted a successful
rally of women-which is unprece-
dented for UP”

INTERVIEW: RAGHAVJI PATEL, GUJARAT AGRICULTURE MINISTER

‘Patidars, Kolis are happy;
so are farmers and Dalits...

All content with BJP govt’

GOPAL KATESHIYA
JAMNAGAR, NOVEMBER 27

GUJARAT AGRICULTURE
Minister Raghaviji Patel is one of
the most senior MLAs in the out-
going Assembly. A six-time
MLA, Patel is contesting his 11th
Assembly election from
Jamnagar Rural. In a wide-rang-
ing interview talks about his
ministerial tenure, farmers’ is-
sues, Patidar votes, and more.
Excerpts:

What are your achievements
as a minister?

The first and foremost
achievement is that not a single
agitation has been launched
against my agriculture depart-
ment. [ am happy that farmers
are getting remunerative prices
for their produce and, whenever
required, we have procured
enough crops from farmers at
minimum support price (MSP)
in a transparent manner. [ have
not allowed a single incident of
irregularities to happen. We are
giving farmers up to Rs 3 lakh of
crop loans without any interest
and the honourable Prime
Minister also credits Rs 6,000
every year directly to their bank
accounts through the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Yojana.
We are ensuring compensation
to farmers quickly if their crops
get damaged due to any natural
calamity. Thanks to all this, I
firmly believe, farmers, cattle
herders and those rearing cows
are very happy with my brief
tenure as a minister and with my
Chief Minister and you will see
it reflect in this election.

Days after you were sworn in
as minister, the government
launched a survey to assess
damage to crops in Jamnagar
and Rajkot. Some farmers say
they didn’t get compensation
or adequate compensation.

[am afarmer myselfand [am
fully aware of issues bothering
farmers. Whenever a natural
calamity has struck, I have stood
by people. I have personally vis-
ited affected areas, assessed
ground realities and in consulta-
tion with officers decided the ex-
tent of damage and how we can
help the farmers.Iam happy that
our Chief Minister has given me
ample support hence we have
been able to timely pay people
enough compensation.

The Congress and the AAP
have been promising farmers
free power during day time
and many more things this
election. How do you view
these promises?

Every political party triestoat-
tractthe largest number of voters.
For doing that, the party comes
out with its election manifesto.
What  like is that the BJP doesn’t
make unrealistic promises.
Whatever we promise, we com-
plete in a time-bound manner.

The minister is contesting from Jamnagar Rural. Chitral Khambhati

The first case of lumpy skin
disease (LSD) was reported in
Kutchin April and yet the
disease became widespread
by July. Did the government
fail to take timely action?

LSDisaviral disease. Our de-
partment was active since the
first case was reported in Kutch.
Butbecause it was a viral disease,
it spread. To prevent its further
spread, we vaccinated the ma-
jority of our eligible healthy cat-
tle population ... There was an
outbreak in Rajasthan also but
the government there could not
vaccinate even 10 per cent of the
cattle population. In Gujarat,
around 8,000 to 9,000 cattle
died, but LSD claimed 71,000
cattle heads in Rajasthan. In
Punjab also, 61,000 cattle died
due to LSD and vaccination in
that state also compares poorly
with Gujarat.

The government announced
Mukhyamantri Gau Mata
Poshan Yojana in the state
Budget but started to
implement it in September
after public protests by many
gaushalas (cattle shelters).
Why the delay?

Thisis a historic scheme. Due
to Covid-19, there was a huge
shortfallin donations received by
gaushalas, panjrapols, and other
NGOs that take care of cattle.
Therefore, they and saints also
made repeated requests for help.
Consequently, the chief minister,
our party president CR Paatil,and
we all discussed the matter and
came up with the scheme to pro-
vide such organisations aid on a
regular basis and made provision
for it in the budget. While it is
true that its operationalisation
was delayed due to administra-
tive reasons, it is now being im-
plemented properly.

Do you think Maldharis
(community of herdsmen) are
angry with the BJP govern-

ment over the government's
handling of LSD, cattle bill, and
Gau Poshan scheme?

The government did a satis-
factory job tackling LSD. So far as
the question of paying compen-
sation for the loss of cattle heads
because of LSD goes, the issue
was dealt with at the relevant
time itself and there is no anger
over that either as most of the
cattle that died were feral cattle.
No one produced proper records
of them. Those running gausha-
las are happy now.

Since 2012, no one has
managed to retain Jamnagar
Rural. What is the difference
between your 2017 bid and
the 2022 campaign?

Election results depend on
certain circumstances also. I
have been associated with his
constituency since 1985. Some
areas of the Kalavad and Dhrol
seats from where [ have con-
tested and won in the past were
merged into Jamnagar Rural in
2012. So, my contacts, relations
and work in this seat are quite
old. For 14 years, I served as the
chairman of the Jamnagar
APMC after winning the elec-
tion toits board of directors five
times with a record number of
votes. In the 2017 Assembly
election, our Patidar quota stir,
along with Alpesh Thakor’s
Koli-Thakor agitation and
Jignesh Mevani'’s Dalit agitation,
was going on. Farmers' protests
were going on. They all had a
bearing on my constituency
also and Ilost. Now, no agitation
is going on. Patidars and Kolis
are happy, and so are farmers.
There’s no dissatisfaction
among Dalits either. All the
communities are content with
the work done by the BJP gov-
ernment and with Narendra
Modi’s leadership. There are no
issues and therefore, BJP will re-
tain power by winning an un-
precedented number of seats.

From Narmada movement face to fighter for many social causes

BJP has accused Medha Patkar of being
‘anti-development’, a charge she denies

SHUBHANGI KHAPRE,
ADITIRAJA&

AVINASH NAIR

MUMBAI, VADODARA,
AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 27

IT WAS in 1985 that Medha
Patkar, then just 31, left her PhD
midway to jump headlonginto
the Narmada Bachao Andolan
(NBA). Mumbai-born Patkar,
the daughter of freedom fighter
and labour union leader Vasant
Khanolkar, had done her
Masters in Social Work from
the Tata Institute of Social
Sciences and from her early
years got involved in several
causes involving generally the
"oppressed" and poor.
However, it was the
Narmada agitation, which grew
into a protest against big dams
and the right of the displaced to
rehabilitation, later spreading to

other similar projects, that came
to define the activist.

It also brought her into direct
conflict with the Gujarat govern-
ment, particularly whenitwas led
by Narendra Modibetween 2001-
"14, with Modi staking the devel-
opmentimage of his government
on the ambitious Sardar Sarovar
dam project.

Patkar's appearance at Rahul
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra re-
cently, walking shoulder to
shoulder with him, was enough
for the BJP to drag the activist
into the election slugfest.

The dam

The Narmada Water Dispute
Tribunal gave its final award in
1979, fixing the Sardar Sarovar
dam project’s full reservoir level
(FRL) height at 138.68 metres, as
well as the share of water and
hyrdo power between the ripar-
ian states — Gujarat, Madhya
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Patkar has been dragged into the election slugfest. File

Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Maharashtra.

The construction of the dam
began in 1987, backed by funds
from the World Bank. By then,
the NBA was already spearhead-
ing protests against it. Finally,
under immense pressure from
anti-dam activists, the World

Bank withdrew from the project
in 1993. The construction was
later halted by the Supreme
Court in May 1995.

In 2000, the apex court set a
condition of supervised relief
and rehabilitation for the dam
oustees. By 2004, the FRL had
reached 110.64 metres. In March

2006, when Modi was about to
complete his first term as CM,
clearance was given for raising
the dam’s height to 121.92 me-
tres. When the Centre sought a
review, Modi sat on a hunger
strike for 51 hours.

In 2014, just 17 days after it
took over at the Centre, the Modi
government gave permission to
raise the dam'’s height to its
maximum and install sluice
gates. In July this year, its waters
reached its final Kutch end.

Patkar's role

Along with other activists,
prominent leaders and acade-
micians, the NBA relentlessly
fought against the Gujarat gov-
ernment, starting with Congress
CM Chimanbhai Patel, over the
Sardar Sarovar Project. Its con-
tention was that the tribals’ dis-
placement from their native
habitats caused by big dams and
their resettlement elsewhere
would leave them devastated.

At its maximum FRL of
138.68 metres, the Sardar

New Delhi

Sarovar dam submerged 37,690
hectares — 11,279 hectares of
agricultural land, 13,542
hectares of forests and 12,869
hectares of river basin and
wasteland. In all, 193 villages of
Madhya Pradesh, 33 of
Maharashtra and 19 of Gujarat
were affected, with additionally
243 villages partly affected in
Gujarat.

The NBA demanded proper
rehabilitation of 40,000 people
who, it said, were displaced by
the dam project, particularly
tribals across Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashtra.

The Patkar-led movement
held indefinite fasts, demonstra-
tions and rallies, drawing hun-
dreds of supporters to protests
against the Sardar Sarovar dam
and other big dams in the
Narmada Valley.

Patkar's defence

Patkar has always main-
tained thatitis wrongto call her
or her organisation “anti-devel-
opment”, asserting that she only

fights for the rights of the tribals
and people displaced by various
projects and never properly re-
habilitated. Political parties
across divides have also often
questioned the source of funds
to her organisation.

Apart from the dam-affected
people, Patkar has taken up the
cause of slum dwellers in
Mumbai, accusing land sharks
and big developers of forcibly
evicting them. It was largely due
to her protests that in 2006, the
then Congress-NCP government
in Maharashtra brought a new
housing policy promising af-
fordable houses and slum rede-
velopment.

In 2007, Patkar joined the
Nandigram agitation in West
Bengal, which was led by
Mamata Banerjee.

In March 2022, she ques-
tioned the Silverline semi-high
speed railway corridor project
being built in Kerala by the
Pinarayi Vijayan government-
led LDF government. In her late
60s, Patkar is still fighting.
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GOVT 8 POLITICS

GGUJARAT NOSTALGIA

FOR FORMER Union minister and senior BJP leader Ravi
Shankar Prasad, whois stationed in Gujarat for campaigning,
it's a trip down the memory lane. Prasad’s connection with
Gujarat started in 2003 when he, as the then I&B minister in
Atal Bihari Vajpayee government at the Centre, was invited to
attend the swearing-in ceremony of Kailashpati Mishraas the
governor of Gujarat. He has been a frequent visitor to party
offices across the state since 2007. On Sunday, at the BJP me-
dia centre, Prasad was nostalgic as a number of seniors rem-
inisced the time he had spent there, he said.

LeGAL A1D HEAD

SUPREME COURT judge Sanjay Kishan Kaul has been ap-
pointed the Executive Chairman of the National Legal Aid
Services Authority. The Chief Justice of India is the Patron-in-
Chief while the second senior most judge is appointed the ex-
ecutive chairman. While Justice Chandrachud held the post
of executive chairman for just over two months, his prede-
cessor U U Lalit championed major reforms in legal aid. Justice
Kaulis passionate about reforming prisons and has authored
significant judgments on bail jurisprudence.

FEW TAKERS

ABOUT TWO months ago, the Indian Institutes of Management
(IMs) were asked by the government to extend the term of
the chairpersons of their respective Board of Governors (BoGs)
till it finalises changes to the appointment process. The BoG is
the highest decision-making body of the IIMs and since 2018,
the IIM Act has empowered the Board with absolute auton-
omy to appointitsown chairperson, members and the institute
director. The [IMs, however, haven’t heeded the government’s
advice and several of them have gone ahead with the appoint-
ment/reappointment of chairpersons. A fly on the wall tells us
that the Education Ministry’s letter is being perceived as be-
ing an interference in the [IM autonomy.

Gandhi bust to come
up at UN headquarters

YOSHITASINGH
UNITED NATIONS,NOV 27

ABUST of Mahatma Gandhi will
be inaugurated as a gift from
India to the United Nations dur-
ing India’s presidency of the
Security Council next month. It
will be the first sculpture of the
Mahatma to be installed at the
world body’s headquarters here.

The bust, made by renowned
Indian sculptor Ram Sutar, who
has also designed the Statue of
Unity in Gujarat, will be inaugu-
rated on December 14 during
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar’s visit to the UN for
India’s Presidency of the Council
for the month.

India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN,
Ambassador Ruchira Kamboj,
told PTlin an exclusive interview
here that the bust will be placed
in the expansive North Lawns of

the UN headquarters.

Notable works of art at the
UN headquarters include a sec-
tion of the Berlin wall donated
by Germany, Soviet sculpture
‘Let us Beat Swords into
Ploughshares' and a life-size
bronze statue of Nelson Mandela
gifted by South Africa.

The only other gift from India
on display at the UN is an 11th-
century black-stone statue of
‘Surya’, the Sun God, donated on
July 26, 1982.

The statue, dating from the late
Pala period and currently dis-
played at the UN Conference
Building, was presented asagift by
then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

Then Secretary-General
Javier Perez de Cuellar had ac-
cepted the sculpture on behalf of
the United Nations.

Kamboj said the Gandhi bust
will be placed in the North Lawn,
a “very prestigious location” in
the UNHQ grounds. PTI

MANN KI BAAT ADDRESS

PM: G20 a big opportunity,
delegates are future tourists

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi Sunday made a pitch for
entire country to “join the G20
in one way or other”, saying
India’s presidency of the inter-
national forum for 2023 was a
big opportunity.

“You can imagine — India is
going to preside over such a big
group, such a powerful group,
three days from now, i.e. from
December 1. What a great op-
portunity has come for India, for
every Indian... We have to make
full use of this opportunity and
focus on global good, world wel-
fare. Whether it is peace or unity,
sensitivity towards the environ-
ment, or sustainable develop-
ment, India has solutions to chal-
lenges related to these. The
theme that we have given —
‘One Earth, One Family, One
Future’ — shows our commit-
ment to Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam,” Modi said in his
Mann Ki Baat address.

The G20, or Group of 20,
comprises 19 countries and the
European Union, which together
make up two-thirds of the
world's population and 85 per
cent of its total GDP.

Modi said he had received let-
ters from “many people” express-
ing their pride at India hosting the
G20summit2023,and alsomen-
tioned a woven flag with the G20
logo that he received from a
weaver named Yeldhi Hariprasad
from Telangana. “During this pe-
riod, people from different parts
of the world will get a chance to
visityour states.lam sure thatyou
will bring the diverse and distinc-
tive colours of your culture to the
world, and you also have to re-
member that the people coming
tothe G20, even if they come now
asdelegates, are tourists of the fu-
ture. Turge all of you, especially my
young friends on one more thing,
like Hariprasad Garu, you too
must join G20 in one way or the
other. The Indian logo of G20 can
be made, canbe printed, ina very
cool way, in a stylish way, on
clothes,” the PM said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Work underway at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi. Abhinav Saha

G20 venue likely to be
ready by January 15

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

AS INDIA gets ready to take over
the presidency of the G20 from
December 1, works are in full
swing at the main venue for the
summit, Pragati Maidan.

The redeveloped Pragati
Maidan exhibition-cum-con-
vention centre will be ready by
January 15, officials said.

While the summit will be
held in September 2023, around
200 meetings of officials from 19
countries and the European
Union, that comprise the G20,
will be held starting December.

The summit and some other
meetings in the run-up to it will
be held at the redeveloped con-
vention centre.

According to officials, the
convention centre works will be
completed by December 31 and
arrangements for food and bev-
erages will be ready by January
15,2023.

Around 150 existing struc-
tures, including the Hall of
Nations designed by architect
Raj Rewal and opened to mark
25 years of Independence in
1972, were demolished as part
of the redevelopment plan.

Withaview of India Gate, the
elliptical-shaped convention cen-

tre, built on an elevated podium,
isspread over 53,399 square me-
tres. While it has an aggregate ca-
pacity of 11,450 people, the con-
vention centre canaccommodate
up to 7,000 on one floor. This is a
big increase from one of the gov-
ernment’s other convention facil-
ities in New Delhi, Vigyan
Bhawan, which has a capacity of
1,200, an official said.

Of its five levels, one level in
the convention centre with a
leaders’ lounge, dining room and
two auditoriums with 900 and
600 capacity each will be dedi-
cated to G20 leaders, according
to source. A separate complex of
25 rooms for meetings and sem-
inars will be available for the
Prime Minister. A 3,000-capac-
ity amphitheatre, six exhibition
halls and parking for 4,800 cars
will also be built/constructed.

Helipads on the roof of the
convention centre have also
been planned for the visiting
dignitaries.

The project, which is being
overseen by India Trade
Promotion Organisation (ITPO)
and executed by NBCC (India)
Ltd, began in 2017 and was sup-
posed to be completed by 2019.
The project deadline was ex-
tended a few times due to the
Covid-19 pandemic and other
reasons.

Jharkhand Police’s clean chit to
Soren aide Mishra in threat case

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI,NOVEMBER 27

JHARKHAND POLICE on Sunday
said that they have found Pankaj
Mishra — Chief Minister Hemant
Soren’s representative —and min-
ister Alamgir Alam ‘innocent’ in
their investigation into a threat
having allegedly been made in the
Barharwa toll plaza bidding case.
Itassumes significance as this case
had been the genesis of
Enforcement Directorate's ECIR
(equivalent to an FIR) concerning
the money laundering case
against Mishra.

Mishra is currently under ju-

‘Worked for all religions’: Nitish
launches Har Ghar Gangajal scheme

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,NOVEMBER 27

BIHAR CHIEF Minister Nitish
Kumar on Sunday said his govern-
ment had taken care of all reli-
gions and developed religious
sites for Hindus, Muslims, Jains
and Buddhists. The CM was
speaking at the inauguration of
the first phase of the state govern-
ment’s flagship 'Har Ghar
Gangajal' scheme in Rajgir, under
which about 7.5-lakh households
of Rajgir (Nalanda), Gaya and
Bodhgaya will start getting piped
Ganga water. The Rs 4,000-crore
scheme has harvested floodwa-
ters of Ganga to take it to reser-
voirs in Gaya and Rajgir. During
the second phase, due to be com-
pleted sometime next year,
Nawada will be covered.

The Bihar CM, who was wel-
comed by public with chants of
“Bhavi Pradhanmantri (future
PM)”, said: “Our government has
worked towards developing re-
ligious sites of Hindus, Muslims,
Jains and Buddhists. We reno-
vated several ponds of religious

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar and
his deputy Tejashwi Yadav at
the launch on Sunday

significance for Hindus, and also
developed Magdoom ponds. We
have worked for all religions.
Now that Ganga water reaches
here, it will be available at tem-
ples and other religious places
besides several educational in-
stitutions.”

Nitish also targeted the
Centre for not approving airport
at Rajgir. “A Central team had
come here but did not sanction
airport here. But we will have
our own airport so that people
could fly from here to Patna or
Gaya,” he said. Alleging non-co-
operation from Archaeological
Survey of India for not develop-

ing 'Jarasandh Ka Akhada’, the
CM said: “Neither ASI is devel-
oping it, nor do they allow us to
develop it. Now, we have de-
cided to build a Jarasandh me-
morial on an adjoining plot.”

The CM said that people of
Rajgir, Gaya and Bodhgaya and
later Nawada would not need to
fetch Ganga water any longer.
“Now, you have Ganga at your
home... You should now stop us-
ing ground water so that water
table does not deplete in these
areas,” he said.

Bihar Water Resources
Minister Sanjay Kumar Jha said:
“This is the first time in India
that floodwater is harvested for
the purpose of drinking. It will
set an example for flood man-
agement. We might well have
many firsts in India but Har
Ghar Gangajal is a special feat.”
Jha added that the project had
got international mention for
having met four sustainable de-
velopment goals (SDGs) — good
health and well-being; clean
water and sanitation; sustain-
able cities and communities;
and climate action.

dicial custody for hisalleged rolein
Rs1,000- croreillegal mining case.
Soren was also questioned by the
ED in this case.

“After investigating facts and
witnesses, accused Pankaj Mishra
and MLA-cum-minister Alamgir
Alam have been found tobe inno-
cent. Charge sheet has been filed
against eight other accused,” DIG
(Santhal Pargana range)
Sudarshan Prasad Mandal said.

The FIR was registered at the
instance of one Sambhu Nandan
Kumarwhoalleged he was threat-
ened by Mishra on June 22, 2020,
for participating in the bidding for
Barharwa toll plaza. Kumaralleged
he was told by Mishra over phone

“not to participate” in the bidding
process and when he refused, he
was attacked by a mob allegedly
atMishra’s behest.

According to the ED, the main
reason was to gain control of six
toll plazas which come under the
Barharwa Nagar Panchayat on the
route connecting the miningsites.

“Control over these tollswould
have enabled Mishra and his ac-
complices to have dominance in
the area... enabling them to eas-
ily monitor the number of vehicles
and quantity of the mining pro-
ceedsbeing carried outin vehicles
and would have alsofacilitated the
collection of levies,” the ED had
said inits prosecution complaint.

Railways to assess
‘intangible benefits’
of unviable projects

AVISHEK GDASTIDAR
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

PAVING THE way for more invest-
ments into connectivity projects
meant for far-flung, backward and
hilly areaswhere creatinglarge con-
nectivity-infrastructure like rail-
waysdid not make sense financially,
thegovernment hasdecided togive
weightage to “intangible benefits”
like social, environmental and net-
work effects of such projects.

The policy change gives the
government the necessary lee-
way to justify connectivity proj-
ects of new lines, gauge conver-
sion, doubling of lines, etc even
if they do not necessarily gener-
ate financial returns. This also
means Railways will not have to
struggle to obtain financial sanc-
tion for these projects.

The Ministry of Railways has
senta set of four new project pro-
posals for appraisal to the NITI
Aayog, justifying their investment
based on this new ‘Modified
EconomicInternal Rate of Return’
model. These are: 30 km Kalyan-
Murbad new line, 300 km Jalna-
Jalgaon new line, doubling of 98
km Ankai-Aurangabad - all three
in Maharashtra, and the 100 km
Sabarmati-Sarkhej-Dholera new
line in Gujarat.

The Niti Aayog considers only
projects which entail an invest-
mentofoverRs 500 crore. “Many
more projects will be taken up on
this concept in the future,” a
Railway ministry spokesperson
told The Indian Express. In the

Network effects of projects

RAILWAYS WOULD
generally consider
projects which offer
an internal rate of
return of about 12
per cent or more. But there
are some projects which
may not be financially vi-
able, but can be justified

EXPLAINED

based on benefits

which are not im-

mediately visible,

@ forexample, the so-

cial, environmental
or network effects they
generate. The new policy
aims to give such projects
apush.

current financial year 2022-23,
Railways has allocated Rs 67,000
crore towards capital spend for
new lines, gauge conversion and
doubling of lines.

Traditionally, Railways could
justify anew project if it offered a
minimum internal rate of return
of around 12 per cent. This takes
intoaccount the project cost, time
taken, maintenance, and future
prospects. Under the ‘Modified
EconomicInternal Rate of Return’
model,a proposed new-line proj-
ectcanobtainasanctionevenifits
financial rate of return is poor,
even 2-4 per cent, simply by be-
ing “socially desirable” evenif “fi-
nancially unviable”.

“Railways has taken a cue
from Metro projects todevise the
methodology of calculating the
economicrate of return,” a senior
official said. It was discussed that
a capital-intensive system like
Metro justifiesalot of its corridor
projects by using similar method-
ology of project appraisal.

The logic is that assessing a

project, like connectivity to a
port or a mine may be easy in
terms of financial returns, but
projects that connect backward
areas or faraway places also have
a long-term ripple effect in the
economy, and those “intangible
benefits” need to be factored in
as well, the official explained.

As per the toolkit devised by
the Railway Ministry, the project
assessment would have to an-
swer questions like travel time
savings, savings in reduced road
stress, increased safety, savings
in fuel overall for the country,
savings in vehicle operating cost,
savings accrued due to reduction
in pollution and the like.

Itwas finalised following are-
port of a multi-disciplinary com-
mittee in Railways set up todevise
acomprehensive project appraisal
method. The proposalsarealsore-
quired to assess the other benefits
including the social and environ-
mental impact of the project and
the impact on modal share of the
commodity or passengers.

:ﬁu TAMIL NADU VETERINARY AND ANIMAL SCIENCES UNIVERSITY =iy

ADMISSION NOTIFICATION FOR POSTGRADUATE DEGREE / DIPLOMA PROGRAMMES - 2022-23

Online applications are invited for admission to Postgraduate Degree (MVSc, MTech,
MSc, PhD) and PG Diploma Programmes of Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences University for
the academic year 2022-23 from 28.11.2022, 10.00 AM to 14.12.2022, 05.00 PM.

After submitting the online application and online payment, the employed candidates
(State/Central/SAU's/Public sector organisations) alone should take the printout of filled in
online application form, attach photocopy of uploaded certificates / documents for each
course separately and send through proper channel to the “Chairman, Admission Committee
(PG), Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences University, Madhavaram Milk Colony,
Chennai-600051", so as to reach on or before 14.12.2022, 05.00 PM.

For Online application, prospectus, eligibility conditions, mode of selection and other
details, please visit TANUVAS website https://adm.tanuvas.ac.in / https://tanuvas.ac.in

28.11.2022,10.00 AM onwards.

Place : Chennai - 600 051
Date : 28.11.2022
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ICICI Bank Limited

0ICICI Bank

Termsand conditions, please loginto given website. In case o

PUBLIC NOTICE

Reglstered office: Landmark, Race Course Circle: Vadodara 390 007-
Corporate office: ICICI Bank “Towers, Bandra-Kurla Complex, Mumbai 400 051.

GOLD E-AUCTION CUM INVITATION NOTICE

The below mentioned borrowers have been issued notice to pay off their outstanding amount towards the facility against gold

ornaments.("Facility") availed by them from ICICI Bank Limited ("ICICI Bank"). \We are constrained to conduct an E-Auction of pledged gold

ornaments on Dec 08, 2022 as they have failed to repay the dues. ICICI Bank has the authority to remove account /change the E-Auction date

without any prior notice. Auction will be held online »https:/@eweI-auction.procuretiger.com between 12:30 pm to 3:30 pm. For detailed
deceased borrower, all conditions will be applicable to legal heirs.

from

CHAIRMAN,
ADMISSION COMMITTEE (PG), TANUVAS

NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY DELHI

(A University of Law Established by Act No. 1
of 2008 of NCT of Delhi)
Sector-14, Dwarka, New Delhi-110078

APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHANCELLOR

Applications are invited for the appointment of
Vice-Chancellor, National Law University, Delhi

from eligible candidates.

Details regarding the eligibility are available on the
university website: www.nludelhi.ac.in. Duly filled in
applications may be sent by e-mail to:

convenerselectioncommittee@nludelhi.ac.in

and/or by speed post to:

The Convener, VC Selection Committee, National
Sector-14, Dwarka, New
Delhi-110078, on or before December 28, 2022.

Law University Delhi,

Convener
Selection Committee

Loan A/C No. | Customer Name Loan A/C No. | Customer Name Loan A/C No. | Customer Name
Branch Name: Araria 248605000758 Sumit Kumar Branch Name: Patna - Hanuman
254605002056 Sadanand Sah 248605000807 Sukul Kumar Nagar

254605002055 Kiran Devi

248605000816 Sumit Kumar

254605002061 Kiran Devi

248605001273 Nitin Raj

254605002063 Meena Devi

248605001278 Munna Kumar

Branch Name: Arwal (Nagar
Parishad)

748005000318 I Sanjit Kumar

748005000330 | Santosh Kumar

Sharma

Branch Name: Ginjas
402505000126 |

Beauti Kumari

735405000095 I Nishant Kumar

Branch Patna - K:

334105000831 | Saurav Raj

Branch Name: Patna - Kumharar

329705001059 | Sujit Kumar

329705001060 l Priyanka Sinha

Branch
071005004750 | Akhtar Ali

Branch Name: Patna - Lohia Nagar

735205000353 I Jitendra Singh

Branch jip

Branch Aur
M.G.Road

Kaushalendra

132505002833
Kumar

133905003184 Anju Kumari
133905004276 Munna Kumar
133905004279

Rakesh Kumar

Branch Name: Barauni

255605001016 | Manju Devi

133905004295
Branch Name: Jehanabad

Premlata Kumari

257305001623 I Soni Singh

Branch Name: Patna - Patna City

238305001172 I Sourav Kumar

238305001173 I Md Sajid

Branch Name: Patna Bypass -
Patna Central School

334205001198 I Anand Mohan Ojha

334205001201 I Mohammad Amir

043005004820 | Sujit Kumar

Branch Name: Kahalgaon, Bihar

Branch Name: Bettiah

370705000701 | Braj Kishor Singh

071105000995 Vinod Prasad

Branch Name: Khagaria

071105002397 Saket Kumar Ray

163305001555 I Babita Devi

071105003277 Shailesh Kumar

163305003401 I Pinki Kumari

071105003403 Niraj Kumar

Branch Name: Madhepura

Branch Name: Patna-Anisabad

133305002872 | Abhay Pandey

133305002877 I Raushan Kumar

Branch Name: Patna-Boringroad

040405009984 I Anita Singh

040405008792 I Snigdha Ambastha

071105003449 Promod Kumar

258405001350 | Kisan Kumar

071105003491 Sundram Singh

071105003755 Igbal Firoz

071105003881 Igbal Firoz

Branch

258405001492 Pramod Kumar

Prabhakar

Branch

Branch Name: Patna-
Bsfcfraserroad

057905003807 Rajiv Kumar

Choudhari

132805003800 I Kavita Singh

anc| Pat

255805001949 I Mamta Kumari

Branch Name: Biharsharif

133105002485 I Adhir Kumar Mahto

Branch Name: Chapra - Bazar
Samiti

132805003804 |
Branch

Raj Kishor Jha

247605000818 | Pappu Kumar

Branch Name: Patna-Kankerbagh

Praveen Kumar
Amar Singh

415905000472 |
415905000919 |
Branch

030705008931 I Priti Kumari

Branch Name: Purnia

071205003959 |Raj Ranjan Bhaskar

243105002003 I Usha Devi

133405003840 Anand Kumar

133405005057 Vibha Kumari

071205003203 INisha Kumari Sinha

Branch Name: Purnia - Gulab Bagh

: D
243605001022 I Usha Devi

133405005087 Sanjur Alam

Branch Name: Darbhanga

197505000367 I Minakshi Verma

Branch Name: Rosera

092405002736 IHavi Shankar Kumar

132905002095 I Avinash Kumar

Branch Name: Darbhanga -
Laheriasarai

243705001079 [Sonu Kumar Panday

Branch Name: Dehri

Branch Name: Muzaffarpur
030605011302 | Ravi Kumar
Branch Name: Muzaffarpur - Zero

Mile

243905001747 | Satish Kumar

334505001777 Pankaj Kumar

243905001991 I Bikash Kumar

334505002493 Rashmi Sharma

Branch Name: Gaya

334505002502 Manju Devi

046305005802 | _ Satyaijit Kumar

046305006194 I Ravi Ranjan

Branch

256905001160 | Rambabu Ray

256905002180 | Rambabu Ray

Branch Name: Saharsa

181105001921 I Keshav Kumar

Branch Name: Sasaram

133505003939 | Anuj Dev Singh

133505003936 IRam Janam Sonkar

Branch Name: Sheohar

256305000266 I Radhika Devi

pur-
Civilcourt

256305000525 l Ritesh Kumar Ray

180905001871 Pratibha Devi

Branch Gaya - 133005002622 | Nitesh Kumar Branch Name: Sita
Road 133005003533 | Shakeela Khatoon 133705003018 Vikash Kumar
180905001584 Ashok Kumar Branch Narkati i (Nagar Mishra
Upadhyay Parishad) 133705003074 Suresh Prasad
180905001857 | Ranjeet Kumar Jha 752105000727 Shubhnarayan 133705004285 Sanijita Devi

Mishra

133705004290 Kundan Kumar

Branch Name: Gaya-Tekari Road

752105000731 I Zabiullah Zabiullah

133705004291 Sanjiv Kumar

248605000663 | Vijay Kumar

Branch Name: Patna - Dujra

Branch Name: Siwan

248605001567 I Prakhar Prakash

413505000414 I Punam Devi

133805003255 I Wasim Akram

Date : 28.11.2022

Place : Muzaﬁarpur Paschimi Champaran, Patna, Purbi Champaran, Purnia, Rohtas, Saran, Sitamarhi, S/
Vaishali, Bhagalpur, Galya Ka|mur Madhepura Madhuham Darbhanga, Aurangahad Nalanda, Saharsa,

\Arwa Siwan, Araria,

Khagana Sa

Sheohar, Munger

Authorised Officer
For ICICI Bank Limited /

New Delhi
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PM: Terror a vote-bank issue for
Cong, other power-hungry parties

PARIMAL DABHI
GANDHINAGAR, NOVEMBER 27

LAUNCHING A scathing attack
on the Opposition Congress and
other “smaller” and “power-
hungry” parties, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Sunday said that
they look at the issue of terror-
ism through the eye of vote bank
and appeasement.

Addressing a rally in Kheda
district, Modi said it was neces-
sary to save Gujarat and the
country from such parties, which
canbe done only by the “double-
engine” BJP government.

Referring to the Mumbai ter-
ror attack of 2008, Modi said,
“What happened in Mumbai
was the height of terrorism...
Gujarat has also been a target of
terrorism for long. Whether it is
Ahmedabad or Surat, a number
of our brothers and sisters have
been killed in serial blasts...
Gujarat wants this game of ter-
ror to end. The BJP government
inGujarat had taken detailed ac-
tion on sleeper cells of terror.”

Adding that only the BJP can

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at a public meeting in Kheda

on Sunday. Nirmal Harindran

save the young generation of

Gujarat, the PM added, “We used
to nab the terrorists
and...theCongressgov- [—
ernmentat Centre used
to make efforts to get
them released... We
kept saying to target

terrorist attacks... a Congress
leader even started crying in sup-
port of terrorists after the
Batla House encounter.”
Attacking the
Congress and other oppo-
sition parties, the PM
went on to say, “The

governmentconioued | DECISION | the eve of
targeting Modi, not ter- 2022 vote bank and appease-
ror. As a resijlt, the “GUJARAT- ment... NOW various par-
morale of terrorists ties have cropped up and

went up and every major city in
the country started witnessing

these parties too believe in the
politics of shortcut. They are a bit

more power-hungry and are out
todo politics of vote bankand ap-
peasement... their lips get locked
even after most gruesome terror
incident to ensure that certain
people donot feel bad or their vote
bank does not get disturbed.”

When terror cases reach court,
people associated with such par-
tiesrepresent the terrorists, Modi
said. Modi also mentioned how
some political parties had raised
questions even on surgical strike
and added that any country that
takes terrorism lightly falls in trou-
ble. Modi alsoreferred to Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
who is on a tour of Gujarat and
said that Kharge has announced
that they will show Modi his
“aukaat (worth)”.

“Canwe have any aukaat? We
are straightforward people who
stay busy in serving the people.
Youand]Iareall the same. Now, he
(Kharge) has been sent by
Soniaben (Gandhi). Let’s see what
aukaat he shows us,” Modi said,
adding that the Congress had
done no good of the Other
Backward Class communities in
the state.

AAP will implement Kharge on PM visits:
‘Something wrong’

OPS, says

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT,NOVEMBER 27

AAM AADMI Party (AAP) con-
vener and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said Sunday
that the party will form the next
government in Gujarat and im-
plement the Old Pension
Scheme (OPS) by the end of
January next year.

Addressing media persons at
a hotel in Surat days ahead of
Gujarat Assembly elections,
Kejriwal said, “We will form the
government in Gujarat and win
over 92 seats. We willimplement
the Old Pension Scheme (OPS) in
Gujarat by January 31,2023.”

Showing the government no-
tification recently issued in Punjab

Educators’ bid to bring British coloni

DIVYAGOYAL GOPAL
LUDHIANA, NOVEMBER 27

BORN AND brought up in
London, with her parents tracing
their roots to Kapurthala in
Punjab, 44-year-old Sandeep
Kaur says she regrets not being
taught enough in school about
the intertwined history of the
country where she lives and the
country of her roots. She is now
part of acampaign to change this.

“It has only been a couple of
years that I have actually come to
know — through family, the
Internet and other external
sources — about the several de-
tailed aspects of British rule in
India, the repercussions of
Partition, the mass migration, vi-
olence, communal riots and the
lingering pain that people con-

Kejriwal

toimplement the OPS.

“The AAP will form the gov-
ernment in Gujarat. People fear
the BJP. The Congressis notonthe
political battlefield. We will end
the outsourcing of employees
(practice of engaging workers on
contract) in government depart-
ments..”

He added that the AAP gov-
ernment, if formed, will increase
the wages of Asha workers,
homeguardsin the police depart-
ment and others in various gov-
ernment departments.

“Seeing the acceptance en-
joyed by the AAP in Gujarat, BJP
leaders are unhappy and shocked.
As aresult, they have started at-
tacking AAP workers,” Kejriwal
said, adding that the BJPis staring
atdefeatin Gujarat.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 27

NARENDRA MODI would not
have become the Prime Minister
had the Congress not kept democ-
racy alive, said Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge in his first po-
litical rally ahead of the Gujarat
Assembly elections Sunday.

“If the Congress would not
have done anything in 70 years,
thenin this democracy, youwould
not have become the Prime
Minister. This is given by the
Congress. We might have lost but
kept alive the (Indian)
Constitutionand democracy.Due
to works done by Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru and Dr BR
Ambedkar, democracy is alive in

-

The group working on ‘Partition Curriculum’ campaign. Express

tinue to suffer, and most impor-
tantly, the level of abuse of power
that the British practised at the
time,” says Kaur, an associate
head teacher ata primary school.

Her two children now have
the same experience that she
had in school — having to learn
about British colonial rule from

external sources.“It is high time
for the UK to realise that the divi-
sion of India was just not about
India and Pakistan, but was very
much a British story which the
younger generation growing up
here — those of both British and
South Asian origin — need to
learn. Itis something that is affect-
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the country today," Kharge said in
Ahmedabad's Bapunagar area.

He questioned the repeated
visits of Modi to the poll-bound
state. "The PM is leaving aside all
his national and international
work and spending time in
Guyjarat. This shows there is some-
thing wrong here. Why are all
their ministers visiting Gujarat?"
he said. Kharge also took a jibe at
the double-engine government
sloganof the BJP.“Your double-en-
gine has failed. One engine is
down and the other is not work-
ing. Thatis why you are changing
three CMs in five years."

Gujarat AICC incharge Raghu
Sharma and Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot, too, ques-
tioned the repeated visits of PM
Modi to the state.

ing us even today. It is our shared
history,” Kaur says.

Kaur isamong a group of pro-
fessionals from the education sec-
tor in the UK, including school-
teachers, trainers, researchers and
others, who have come together
to start a campaign aimed at
bringing South Asian British colo-
nial history and India’s Partition in
more detail into the school cur-
riculum in Britain.

The Partition Education Group
mostly consists of schoolteachers
whowere bornand broughtupin
the UK, but trace their origin to
India or Pakistan. Many of the
teachers in the group had their
parents or grandparents moving
to the UK from Punjab years after
partitiondisplaced them, and they
came to the UK to rebuild their
lives.The groupis currently in the
process of developing a unique

West Bengal
BJP MLA seeks
new UT from
Rarh region

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 27

BJP MLA from West Bengal's
Bankura, Niladri Shekhar Dana,
on Sunday said that the state’s
Rarh region comprising Purulia,
Bankura and parts of Birbhum
and Jungle Mahals should be de-
clared a Union Territory (UT).

The MLA said, “Though I am
not in favour of dividing Bengal,
those who have voted for me are
like God to me. We the people of
Rarh region are deprived of ba-
sicamenities like water, food etc.
People here are not getting any
benefits of development
scheme..”

The Rarhregionis considered
as a saffron stronghold. Last year,
BJP’s Bishnupur MP Saumitra
Khan had demanded the cre-
ation of Junglemahal. The party’s
Onda MLA Amarnath Shakha
too too had raised the same is-
sue. A senior TMC leader said,
“The BJP only knows the divide
and rule tactic. Sometimes they
demand a separate state in north
Bengal and then in the south.”

Double-engine govt gave

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 27

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Sunday said
that the BJP’s “double-engine”
government has sanctioned de-
velopment projects worth
Rs 30,000 crore for Ayodhya
which will be developed as the
most beautiful city in the world
within two years.

Adityanath said this while
addressing the inaugural session
of the Ramayan Mela in the tem-
ple city. Later, he also inaugu-
rated a 'Prabudhjan Sammelan'
(intellectuals' conference) where
he launched 46 infrastructure
projects worth Rs 1,057 crore.

Earlier, the CM held a meet-
ing with officials of 12 depart-
ments to review the progress of
various development projects.
Top government officials were
present in the city to inspect the
sites of development projects
and review progress.

On the occasion, the CM also
distributed keys, cheques and
certificates to beneficiaries of
various government schemes.

At the Ramayan Mela pro-

RAMPUR ASSEMBLY BYPOLL

Police threatening voters, says
Azam; DIG rejects allegation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 27

ACCUSING RAMPUR police of
“harassing and threatening” peo-
ple to not vote for the SP in the
Rampur Sadar Assembly bypoll,
former MP Azam Khan has said
that he has photos and videos as
proof but won't be sharing them
now. Police have denied the
charge.

Speaking at a late-night press
conference in Rampur on
Saturday, Khan said, “My right to
askfor votes is still intact. lam giv-
ingsomething thought,and I have
videos and photos. For some spe-

al history to UK schools

“Partition Curriculum” for pri-
mary and secondary classes and
plantointroduceitinschoolsasa
pilot project soon.

“Qur parents or grandparents
came to the UKas immigrants and
some still face racial bias here, but
thenitwasall because of Partition
and what the British did that they
had to move. So many South
Asians had to migrate to the UK
because they were displaced. I re-
alised that I learnt nothing about
this history in school and this
needs to change,” Kaur says.

The core group comprises
eight education professionals.
They also train teachers and
make them aware of the cam-
paign, and contact schools to get
the Partition Curriculum in-
cluded in their syllabi.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Khan was
disqualified
after being
convicted

. A inacase

cial reason, I am not releasing
thembecauseifIgive themtoyou,
the courts won'’t take cognisance
of them... The kind of terror there
is. There are flag marches. I have
videos where it is openly being
said that people should not leave
their houses and if they vote for
the SP, their houses will be va-
cated...”

The bypoll in Rampur Sadar

e |

UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath at the construction site
of Ram Temple in Ayodhya on Sunday. Express

gramme, he assured local
“saints” and others that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the
UP government were working
with all sincerity to make
Ayodhya the most beautiful city
in the world. He asked the local
residents to participate in the
city's development and keep a
watch to ensure that funds pro-
vided by the government were
used timely, equitably and in a
transparent manner.

He also appealed to the peo-
ple to protect the developed
projects and keep a watch so that

was necessitated after Azam Khan
was convicted in a 2019 hate
speech casein October, leading to
his disqualification from the
Assembly. While the SP has
fielded Azam Khan's close aide,
AsimRaja, BJP has given the ticket
to Akash Saxena.

Police said that conducting
flagmarchesis a part of the direc-
tions issued by the Election
Commission. “Flag marches are a
mandate of the EC,and we are fol-
lowing those directions.No one is
being unduly harassed. As far as
checking is concerned, it is being
done following the EC’s direc-
tions.d,” DIG (Moradabad Range)
Shalabh Mathur said.

no one candesecrate those sites.

“Besides developing road, rail
and air connectivity, Ayodhya
will also be provided waterways.
Water transport facility will be
developed on the Saryuriver and
the city will be developed as an
export hub,” the CM said.

In the intellectuals’ confer-
ence organised ahead of the ur-
ban local body polls, Adityanath
assured that there will be no
shortage of funds for develop-
ment in Ayodhya. The double-
engine government is always in
the service of the city, he said.

Mehbooba to BJP:
Don’t behave like
tribal raiders

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 27

ASKING THE BJP to not behave
like tribal raiders, J&K former
chief minister Mehbooba Mufti
said that “the people of Kashmir
know how to shoo away the
raiders”. She was speaking at
PDP’s first major show of
strength since the abrogation of
Jammu and Kashmir's special
status — a convention organised
by its youth wing — in Srinagar
on Sunday.

“I want to tell the BJP that
when the tribal attackers raided
Kashmir, the Indian army was
not here. It was the Kashmiris
who without a weapon or a stick
shooed them away,” Mehbooba
Mufti said.

293 Kuki-Chin-Mizo refugees from
Bangladesh get shelter in Mizoram

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA,NOVEMBER 27

AS MANY AS 293 Kuki-Chin
Mizo immigrants, who fled after
a conflict between Bangladesh
Army and ethnic insurgents in
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) of
the neighbouring country, have
been sheltered in Lawngtlai dis-
trict of Mizoram, officials said.
Speaking to The Indian
Express, a state government offi-
cial said while 272 Bangladesh
nationals had sought shelter in
Mizoram earlier, 21 more
reached the state on Friday night.
“They have been sheltered in
Parva village, close to the
International Border, where they

Nitish govt draws ‘cultural policing’
charge from BJP for ‘ban’ on poet

Patna Municipal Corporation invites online bids through www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in for
following works from the bidders fulfilling eligibility criteria's.

Cost of Tender EMD

electric motors and Pumps to Water
division, Patna Municipal Corporation.

SL. (Non-Refundable) (Paid Through
Name of Work . .
No. (Paid Through www.eproc2.bihar.gov .
www.eproc2.bihar.gov. in) in)
1 Request for Proposal for Empanelment of
Agencies for supply of parts, installation of
parts and repairing of transformers, Rs. 10000.00 Rs.100000

Patna Municipal Corporation” payable at Patna.
Key Dates:

Start of online bid/downloading of bid documents
Pre-bid Meeting

Last date of Online Bid Submission

Technical Bid Opening date

www.pmc.bihar.gov.in from bid start date.

Amendment/Corrigendum to NIT, if any
www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in only.

Patna Municipal Corporation
Maurya Lok Complex,

Buddha Marg, Patna, Bihar, 800001
W:www.pmc.bihar.gov.in

M: +91 8369621936
PR- 11162 ( Ni Ni ) 2022-23

TR | T N ¥, i TRaR o F

In case of Bank Guarantee, EMD shall be payable in favour of “Municipal Commissioner,

:From 3.12.2022 (10:00 Hrs.)
:06.12.2022 at 16:00 Hrs.(As per RFP)
:13.12.20221till 16:00 Hrs.
:14.12.2022 at 16:00 Hrs.

The preferred Company/ agencies would be empanelled through a single-stage two-part
competitive bidding process based on evaluation of technical and Financial proposal .The
bidders are expected to submit their proposal in accordance with the instruction provided in
the RFP. Detailed Request for Proposal (RFP) incorporating instructions for submission of bid
and other relevant information's will be available on www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in and

would be published on website

Email id-pmcprda@gmail.com/cmepmcprda01@gmail.com

Chief Municipal Engineer
Patna Municipal Corporation

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,NOVEMBER 27

THE NITISH Kumar-led Bihar govern-
ment's alleged move to bar noted poet
Anamika Jain Amber from participating
in the annual Sonepur (Saran) national
fair has drawn strong reactions from the
BJP, which hasaccused the state govern-
ment of “muzzling freedom of expres-
sion” and indulging in “cultural polic-
ing”. Amber had reached Patna on
November 25 but was “not allowed to
travel” to Sonepur. Other poets, who had
reached the venue, boycotted the Kavi
Sammelan (poetry recital event)sched-
uled for later that day.

The Saran administration and the
government have claimed that Amber
had nothing to do with the event, with
Bihar culture and tourism minister
Jitendra Rai saying that she was not in-
vited to it. The BJP has, however,
launched a scathing attack on the state
administration, pointing to the posters
and invitations for the event.

Amber shot to fame during the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections campaign
early this year when she wrote a poem
in response to popular Bhojpuri singer
Neha Singh Rathore's "UP mein ka ba"
song that satirised the BJP government
in the state. Amber’s poem, titled "UP
mein Baba", highlighted UP CM Yogi
Adityanath, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the BJP’s policies in the state.

Amber shot to fame duringthe UP
Assembly poll campaign

A state government functionary,
who did not want to be named, said:
"The government had been apprehen-
sive of the contents of her poems, given
the background of Amber as a national-
ist and pro-BJP poet. The programme
was decided six months ago when there
was a National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government in Bihar. But it is
surely embarrassing for officials to stop
suchafunction, especially at the last mo-
ment." Speaking to reporters in Patna,
Amber said: “Bihar government ap-
proached me six months ago. But after
I reached Patna on morning of
November 25,1 was asked to stay back.
Iwas told I should travel to Sonepur that
evening. Later, I realised I was not al-
lowed to travel to Sonepur, while other
poets reached."” Saying that “such a
thing happened to her for the first
time”, Amber asked if "Bihar govern-
ment was afraid of what she was go-
ing to reveal through poems". She

claimed Saran administration apolo-
gised and said they were under "too
much pressure” to ensure she is
stopped from coming to the event.

Hitting out at Bihar government, BJP
national spokesperson Syed Shahnawaz
Hussain said: "Anamika Jain Amberis a
national poet. Just because she had writ-
ten and sung 'UP mein Baba' does not
make her alesser poet. What Bihar gov-
ernment did is against the tenets of free-
dom of expression.”

Speaking to The Indian Express, Nikhil
Anand, the BJP OBC Morcha’s national
general secretary, called the move "anact
of cultural policing by Nitish Kumar gov-
ernment”. He said: "What is even more
annoying is the Bihar culture minister
denying that Amber had a programme.
Several posters and invitation cards nail
his lies. The incident has brought disre-
pute to the state. Nitish Kumar govern-
ment should apologise to the poet.”

Calling Amber "a one-dimensional
poet,” RJD national spokesperson
Subodh Kumar said: "Hearing one side
of the story is not good for democracy.
But her programme was cancelled inthe
nick of time. She should have been in-
formed.” The JD(U)refrained from com-
menting on the matter.

InaHindi poem posted on Twitteron
November27,Amber made aveiled ref-
erence to Sonepur episode. "one who
mixes blood of one's heart into ink, that
pen can never be afraid of the powers
thatbe," she wrote.

New Delhi

were accommodated by the lo-
cal community. Some NGOs and
the Border Security Force (BSF)
are extending humanitarian aid
provided by the state govern-
ment and looking after their
safety and security,” the official
said.

No further influx was re-
ported on Sunday. The official
declined to comment on the
steps taken by the administra-
tion to take care of further influx,
if any, and said the issue is being
handled by the BSF.

Earlier on Tuesday, Mizoram
Chief Minister Zoramthanga ex-
pressed sympathy for the
refugees from Kuki-Chin-Mizo
communities and announced to
provide “temporary shelter, food

and other relief as per conven-
ience of the state government”.

Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT),
an impoverished hilly, forested
area, sprawls across 13 thousand
sq kms in Khagrachari,
Rangamati and Bandarban dis-
tricts of Bangladesh and shares
boundaries with Mizoram in the
eastern side, Tripura in the
northern side and Myanmar in
the south and southeastern
front.

Mizoram shares 318 kms of
International Border with
Bangladesh.

Mizoram is already shelter-
ing over 30,000 people from
Myanmar who sought refuge in
the state after the military coup
in that country in February last.

One dead, 15 injured as
over bridge slab collapses
at Maharashtra rly station

SAGARRAJPUT &
JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 27

A 48-YEAR-OLD woman died
and at least 15 others were in-
jured after a slab of a Foot Over
Bridge (FOB) connecting two
platforms at Balharshah railway
station in Maharashtra’s
Chandrapur district collapsed on
Sunday evening. The Central
Railway (CR) has initiated an in-
quiry to ascertain the cause of
the mishap.

According to police, the inci-
dent took place at around 5 pm
when the slab of the FOB be-
tween platform number 1 and
platform number 2 collapsed. As
aresult, at least 15 people using
the bridge at the time fell on the
railway tracks. Awoman among
them lost her life. At least two
others have sustained serious in-
juries and were being treated at
aprivate hospital.

A police officer said the slab
which fell was 16-feet long and
was a pre-cast structure.

The woman who died was
identified as Nilima Rangari. She
died during treatment late
Sunday of head injuries. Another
woman identified as Ranjana
Khadtad isin a critical condition

Debris of a part of the slab of
afoot over bridge after its
collapse at Balharshah
station in Chandrapur
district on Sunday . P

while  another  person,
Radheshyam Singh, is yet to re-
gain consciousness.

“Three critically injured per-
sons were shifted to a private
hospital," said a senior police of-
ficer. adding that "the three suf-
fered serious head injuries”.
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Statelifts travel
curbsto
Meghalaya

Guwahati: Assam on
Sunday lifted travel re-
strictions to Meghalaya,
six days after being im-
posed in the aftermath of
violence in a disputed
area along the inter-state
border, police said.
Vehicles from Assam are
now allowed to enter
Meghalaya, a senior po-
lice officer said. Cachar SP
said police escort and pa-
trolling is being provided
atvulnerable areas. PTI

JHARKHAND
82-year-old
dies during raid,
probe ordered

Khunti: Amagistrate-level
investigation was ordered
after an 82-year-old man
allegedly died of cardiac
arrest on Sunday when
police raided his house in
the dead of the night in
search of his son, an ac-
cusedinacattle smuggling
case, inJharkhand’s Khunti
district, police said.
Residents of Rodo village
alleged the man died after
police pushed him.  PTI

UTTAR PRADESH
Student death
ingroup clash:
FIRagainst 3

Lucknow: A day after a
Class XII student died al-
legedly during a fight be-
tween two groups of stu-
dents of a private school,
the Lucknow police on
lodged anFIR against three
students. The victim’s fa-
ther is a head constable in
UP police. “Postmortem
report stated that cause of
death could not be ascer-
tained and viscera has
been preserved for exam-
ination,”said DCP.  ENS

MAHARASHTRA
11-year-old
liondiesat
Mumbai zoo

Mumbai: The 11-year-old
Lion, Jespa, which was the
last surviving lion born in
Sanjay Gandhi National
Park died due to multiple
organ failure Sunday. The
incident took place two
days after a new pair of li-
ons were brought to SGNP
from a Gujarat zoo. This is
the secondlion thatdiedin
SGNP in two months. The
male lionwasill for the past
few years. ENS

MAHARASHTRA

US national
molestedincar,
driverarrested

Mumbai: A40-year-old US
national wasallegedly mo-
lested by a cab driver on
Saturday while she wason
her way to Mumbai from
another district. The inci-
dentoccurredonJPRoadin
Andheri while she was
travelling in a private cab.
She asked him to stop the
car and caught him with
the help of passersby. Later,
police arrested the ac-
cused, YogendraUpadhyay;,
aGoregaonresident. ENS

MAJOR JOLT TOBJP IN PANCHAYAT POLLS

Big gains for INLD in Haryana, AAP
tooregistersi |mpresswe presence

Results not good sign for the
party, admit BJP insiders

SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 27

JUST DAYS after Adampur bypoll
where BJPwon the election, there-
sult of panchayat polls for zila
parishads declared Sunday is not
agood news for the ruling party in
Haryana with the party winning
just 22 seats out of 102 wards it
contested on party symbol.

The elections had taken place
in three phases for 411 zila
parishad wards in Haryana’s 22
districts recently. The Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD) of Om
Prakash Chautala did very well in
Sirsa, while Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)too registered animpressive
presencein thezila parishad polls.
Principal Opposition Congress and
Jannayak Janata Party (JJP) of
Dushyant Chautaladid not contest
on party symbol.

BJP has lost all 10 seats in
Panchkula, while it could not per-
form well in Ambala too where
only twoof its candidates could se-

INLD’s Karan Chautala and father Abhay Singh Chautala
celebrate with supporters in Sirsa on Sunday. Express

cureawin.Ithasremained behind
AAPin Sirsaand Ambala.

Kurukshetra BJP MP Nayab
Singh Saini's wife Suman Saini too
lost in ward-4 of Ambala zila
parishad, as an independent can-
didate Rajesh Devi defeated her by
amargin of 236 votes.

ABJPleader said: “We willun-
dertake an assessment as to why
it happened. [ believe we need to
do more work on the ground.”

India’s first Buddhist varsity
to come up in South Tripura

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA,NOVEMBER 27

SHAKYA GASAN, chief monk of
the World Buddhist Pope
Association of South Korea, will lay
the foundation stone for the
International Buddhist University
at Manu Bankul in Sabroom of
South Tripuradistrict, 90 km from
here on November 29, the
International Buddhist
Confederation Secretary General
Dhammapiya said.

The Dhamma Dipa
International Buddhist University
(DDIBU)is expected tobecome the
first Buddhist-run university in
India to offer Buddhist education
along with courses in other disci-
plines of modern education as
well. The Dalai Lama has sent best
wishes for the international
Buddhist university, Dhammapiya
told The Indian Express, adding that
the supreme monk has said it's a
good initiative and has wished the

institution success.

“Apart from Shakya Gasan
Bhikkhu from South Korea, who
would join as chief guest, we shall
have Bhikkshuni Mani, who is an
eminent Buddhist nun from South
Korea. We shall be having guests
from Thailand, Vietnam,
Myanmar, the United Kingdom,
the Netherlands and from
Canada”, Dhammapiya said.

Dhammapiya, who is also
chairman of Bahujan Hitaya
Education Trust, has been instru-
mental in realizing the Buddhist
university project. While construc-
tion for the university would be
started soon, the authorities are
discussing with council of advisors
and the government to check out
University Grants Commission
guidelines to find out when
classes can be started.

Preliminary estimates said
around Rs. 100 crores might be
spentforthe project. The entire ex-
penditure would be borne by the
Buddhist community.

BJP leaders also claim that as
many as 151 of the winning inde-
pendent candidates were backed
by the saffron party leaders.

The results have encouraged
AAP which has claimed 15 zila
parishad wards. In Sirsa district,
INLD has emerged as the single
largest party by winning 10 out of
total 24 seats in zila parishad.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Chandigarh: “It'snotagood sign for
us in Haryana,” says a senior
HaryanaBJPleader whilereferring
to the results of elections to zila
parishad - which is part of pan-
chayat bodies - declared Sunday.

In the polls for Haryana's 46
municipalities too, a few months
ago, ruling BJP had succeeded in
maintaininga clearedge onits op-
ponents. However, results of pan-
chayat polls are not less than a
shocker for BJPin Haryana. A sec-
tionof party leaders seesitasasign
of “anti-incumbancy” with the
party in power for the past eight
years. The results are more signif-
icant as nearly 65% of the popula-
tionlivesinrural areas of the state.
The results of Panchkula are more
shocking for the party leadership
ashereithaslostall 10 seatsitcon-
tested on the party symbol. Ithap-
pened despite the close proximity

of its areas to the state capital -
Chandigarh.Out of over 400 zila
parishad wards, the BJP contested
102 seats on the party symbol. But
it could take home only 22.
However, the saffron party leaders
claim that in the remaining seats
—where the BJPdid not conteston
the party symbol -asmanyas 151
winners are those who were
backed by the party. “The results
have proved that the base of BJP
hasfurtherimproved inHaryana's
rural areas,” claims Haryana BJP
president Om Prakash Dhankar.
However, there are not many
who buy this argument, especially
whenit performed badly onthose
seats where its candidates con-
tested on party symbol. Normally,
in such scenarios, political parties
field their candidates on party
symbols for only those constituen-
cies which are their best bet. ENS

Gorakhpur BJP MP, 6 others get
18-month jail term in 2008 case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 27

ALOCAL court in Gorakhpur sen-
tenced BJP MP Kamlesh Paswan
and six others to one-and-half
year imprisonment in a case
lodged in 2008 for staging a
protest and attempting to set fire
to an effigy of the then chief min-
ister.

Kamlesh Paswan, 46, is an
MP from Bansgaon.

“Besides Kamlesh Paswan,
six others who have been sen-
tenced are his uncle Chandresh
Paswan, a former MLA. They
were present in the court when
the judgment was given on

Saturday,” said  Special
Prosecutor (Gorakhpur)
Ambrish Chandra Mall.

“Later in the day, the court re-
leased all the seven personsona
personal bond of Rs 20,000 each.

The courtalso directed them

RAJASTHAN: GEHLOT GOVT COMPLETES 4 YRS IN POWER ON DEC 17

Eye on 2023 polls, BJP launches drive
against ‘nakara, nikamma’ Cong govt

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 27

WITH AN eye on 2023 Assembly
electionsinRajasthan, state BJPon
Sunday launched its ‘Jan Aakrosh
Abhiyan’, which will involve a ya-
tra across all 200 Assembly seats
inthe state and rallies where party
leaders will communicate to the
public the “failures” of the incum-
bent Congress government.

TheJan Aakrosh Abhiyanis be-
inglaunched before Ashok Gehlot-
led government completes four
years on December 17. “On
December 17, 2022, Gehlot-led
Congress government will com-
plete four years. If I say in his
(Gehlot’s) words, in the history of
Rajasthan, neither me, neither
leadersssitting on this stage or pub-
lic has seen such a nakaara,
nikamma (worthlessand useless)
and imbecile government,” said
Satish Poonia Sunday, at a press
conference in Jaipur.

“Nakaara” and “nikamma” are
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> Rift within
= @ BJPtoo?
EVEN AS the BJP has been

targeting the Congress in-
fighting in Rajasthan, the
saffron party has been en-
tangled in reports of fac-
tionalism with former CM
Vasundhara Raje often skip-
ping events organised by
the state leadership of party
chief Satish Poonia.

the two adjectives used by Gehlot
for former deputy chief minister
SachinPilot during the 2020 polit-
ical crisis.

Sunday’s press conference
held at BJP headquarters in Jaipur
was attended by almost entire top
leadership of the state, “We have
launched theJan Aakrosh Abhiyan
with this press conference. On
December 1, BJP national presi-
dent]JPNaddawilllaunch theyatra

by sending off 51 raths. The raths
will travel toall 200 constituencies
in the state. From December 4 to
14, the raths will reach every vil-
lage,” said Poonia.

He said from December 14 to
20,Jan Aakrosh Sabhas will be held
inall200 Assembly constituencies,
with average crowd in each of
these programmes being 5,000
people and senior party leaders
willaddress these events. “Around
20,000 chaupals will be convened
along with nukkad sabhas. We are
launchingan audio, a chargesheet
against this governmentand num-
ber for the public to give missed
calls. The raths will have a com-
plaint box, where people fromthe
village/assembly constituencies
will be able to submit their com-
plaints and suggestions. We will
collect these complaints and in-
clude them in our manifesto and
chargesheet,” said Poonia.

BJP national vice president
and former CM Vasundhara Raje
was not present at the launch
event on Sunday.

The case dates back to
2008 when Paswan was in
the Samajwadi Party

to apply for bail on Monday,” he
added.

In all 11, prosecution wit-
nesses were examined by the
court during the trial.

According to police, the case
dates back to 2008 when
Paswan was in the Samajwadi
Party. On January 16, 2008,
Kamlesh Paswan and others
staged a protest at the gate of a

Rajasthan Cong
insulting people’s
mandate: Pradhan

Jaipur: Union Education Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan Sunday
lashed out at Congress in
Rajasthan, saying it is insulting
mandate the people gaveitinthe
2018 Assembly elections.

He rubbished CM Ashok
Gehlot's allegations that BJP and
he had attempted to topple
Congress government in 2020,
and said it was infighting within
the party that led to the crisis.

In July that year, Congress
high command sacked Sachin
Pilot as the deputy CM of
Rajasthan as well as Pradesh
Congress Committee president
after he launched a rebellion
against Gehlot.

"Naach najaane aangan tedha
(abad workman quarrels with his
tools),” Pradhan said when asked
about Gehlot's repeated allega-
tionagainst him and the BJP. "Pilot
is not a BJP worker, but some-
times, we exchange pleasantries.
I respect Gehlot too," Pradhan
said at an an award ceremony
during the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad's (ABVP) na-
tional convention. PTI

Gorakhpur hospital over the ar-
rest of Samajwadi Party leader
Akhilesh Yadav and his uncle
Shivpal Yadav.

Following the protest, the
road was blocked. Some of the
protesters tried to burn the effigy
of the then chief minister but po-
lice managed to stop them.

The police then used mild
force to disperse the crowd after
which the situation came under
control.

A case was lodged against
eight persons, including Paswan,
at the Gulhariya police station.
The case was lodged under IPC
sections 147 (rioting), 341
(wrongful restraint), 435 (mis-
chief by fire or explosive sub-
stance), 511 (punishment for at-
tempting to commit offences
punishable with imprisonment
for life). Mall said one of the ac-
cused died during treatment af-
ter which his file was separated
from the others.

3 children crushed
to death by train in
Punjab, probe ordered

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ROPAR, NOVEMBER 27

THREE CHILDREN were crushed
todeath by apassenger train near
SriKiratpur Sahib here on Sunday,
police said.

The Punjab government has
ordered an inquiry into the inci-
dent. The incident took place
when four children of migrant
labourers were playing near the
railway track close toa bridge over
Sutlej river, they said.

The fourth child wasinjuredin
the incident and was admitted to
ahospital, said police.

The boys were in the age
group of 7 to 11 years, police
added. Punjab School Education
Minister Harjot Singh Bains ex-
pressed grief and said an inquiry
has been ordered into the inci-
dent."Inavery sadincident, 3 chil-
dren have lost their lives in a Rail
AccidentinKiratpur Sahib.Anen-
quiry has been ordered. My sin-
cere condolences to the grieved
families,” said Bains in a tweet.

Former Punjab chief minister
Amarinder Singh sought com-

pensation to the affected families.

"Distraught to hear about the
news of a passenger train crush-
ing 4 children causing 3 of them
todie onthe spot near Sri Kiratpur
Sahib today. My condolences are
with the family and I urge
@PunjabGovtIndia to provide ap-
propriate compensation to the
families," said Singh in a tweet.

Shiromani Akali Dal chief
Sukhbir Singh Badal also ex-
pressed grief over the incident.

"Saddened to hear that 3 kids
lost their life in a tragic incident
near Kiratpur Sahib where a
train crushed them to death
when they were crossing a rail-
way track. I pray to Gurusahab to
grant peace to the innocent souls
and strength to the families to
bear this irreparable loss," said
Badalin a tweet.

Punjab Congress chief
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring
tweeted, "Shocked and grieved
beyond expression over the
tragic death of three children
near Kiratpur Sahib who were
run over by a train today. My
profound condolences to the
parents.”

Two arrested for Bengal
TMC leader’s murder

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 27

POLICE HAVE arrested two per-
sons in connection with the
murder of a local Trinamool
Congress leader from Nadia dis-
trict who was killed in
Murshidabad’s Nawada on
Thursday last week.

The arrested accused, identi-
fied as Sheriful Sheikh, alias
Kitab and Saheb Sheikh, were
sent to police custody for seven
days, officials said.

Matirul Biswas, 43, the hus-
band of Narayanpur panchayat
pradhan Mira Biswas, was re-
turning from Murshidabad
when seven-eight assailants sur-
rounded his motorcycle in the
district's Nawada and hurled
bombs at him and shot him mul-
tiple times.

He had gone to Murshidabad
to meet his son.

The police suspect that he

was killed over a dispute involv-
ing a brick kiln.

According to the police,
Khalek Kaviraj, alias Rajkumar,
the alleged mastermind of the
murder, planned to kill Matirul
a few months ago and con-
tacted two contract killers from
Jharkhand and Bangladesh, but
did not succeed at that time.

He along with three as-
sailants visited the area several
times on Thursday before the ex-
ecuting the murder, the police
claimed. He is absconding and
the police are carrying out raids
to nab him, officials said.

The investigators are also
examining the footage of four
CCTV cameras installed in the
area where the killing took
place.

Kitab and Sahib were first
detained and later arrested af-
ter prolonged interrogation.
They had several long conver-
sations with Rajkumar before
the murder, it is learnt.

Saini community protests inclusion
in J&K quota beneficiary castes’ list

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, NOVEMBER 27

ASECTION of the Saini community
from J&K has hit the roads to
protest against government’s de-
cisiontoinclude themin thelist of
other castes which are entitled to
4 per cent reservation in jobs and
professional educational institu-
tions in the Union Territory.

Last Monday, a number of the
Saini community elderly mem-
bers led by Pritam Singh Saini held
adharna at Delhi’s Jantar Mantar
to mark their protest. Many com-
munity youth held protest at J&RK
Socially and Educationally
Backward Classes Commission’s
office in Jammu, which recom-
mended togovernment toinclude
Sainisin thelist of other quota-en-
titled backward communities. “To
listen to our views, the Backward
Classes Commission has now
called us on December 6,” said
Suksham Saini, president of the
youth wing of All J&K Kashtriya
Saini Sabha.

Accepting the Commission’s
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Members of Saini community protesting in Jammu. Express

recommendations, the J&K gov-
ernment on October 19issued an
orderincluding the Saini commu-
nity along with over a dozen oth-
ers in list of “Socially and
Educationally Backward” commu-
nities. All these communities to-
gether are entitled to 4 per cent
reservation in government jobs
and admissions to colleges.
However, government has now
put that order in abeyance.

The Saini community in J&K
accounts for about 60,000 -
70,000 people, concentrated
mainly in pockets along the inter-
national borderin Jammu,Samba

and Kathua districts. They call
themselves  Chandravanshi
Rajputs and descendants of
Maharaja Shoor Sain of Mathura,
grandfather of Lord Krishna.

Opposing their inclusion,
Sainis  have  questioned
Commission’s recommendations.
“We have filed an RTI seeking
what was the criteria applied by
the Commission before recom-
mending our community,” said
Suksham.

He said the community does
not fulfil any of the criteria laid
down by Mandal Commission for
extending reservation.

Dhanbad railway siding firing; Why did CISF fire to kill? Victims’ kin look for answers

ABHISHEK ANGAD
DHANBAD, NOVEMBER 26

SITTING AT his house in
Dhanbad’s Baghmara area,
Muslim Ansari, whois in his early
50s, is not able to reconcile with
his son’s death in the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)fir-
ing at the Benidih railway siding.
His son Ataullah Ansari, 21, and
three others were killed in the fir-
ing on the intervening night of
November 19 and 20 over their
alleged attempt to steal coal.
Ataullah had participated in
the Agniveer Army recruitment
rally in Ranchi in September last
year, as per his father who pro-

duced a 'indemnity bond' docu-
mentas proof. Muslim'’s other two
sons stay out of state,and Ataullah
was ‘only support’ for his father.

Muslim, who works as a ma-
son, said: “My son did not leave
any opportunity looking forwork.
He went to an Agniveer recruit-
mentcampinSeptember last year.
He wanted to serve the country,”
he says, denying the allegations
that Ataullah was a 'coal thief’.

He produced a character cer-
tificate issued by Dhanbad senior
superintendent’s office on August
28, before the Agniveer recruit-
ment rally, declaring that there
was no case registered against
Ataullah. “Even if he was there (at
the railway siding), why was he

Locals say mafia lure people to steal coal by offering them
up to Rs 500 for a few hours of ‘risky work’. Express

shot in the head?” he said.
Dhanbad district administra-

tion had said people on more than

two-dozen motorbikes had come

to the Benidih railway siding that
nightand attacked the CISE, result-
ingin thekilling of four. Amagiste-
rial inquiry is underway.

The administration identified
deceased as Pritam Nonia (29),
Ataulllah Ansari(26)[his Aadhaar
card stated his age as 21], Shahzad
Khan (32), Shamim Ansari (25),
while two others were injuried.

Jharkhand Police said that the
the mob had pelted the CISFteam
with stones. The personnel first
fired in the air to disperse them,
but when the attackers didn't re-
lent, they opened fire. Anattempt-
to-murder (Section 307 IPC) case
was registered on November 20
against the two injured, and oth-
ers. Amurder case was registered
on November 24 against the un-
named CISF personnel. However,
family members of the victims are
not ready to buy this version.

Pritam Nonia’s distraught
mother Jirwa Devi says her son left
behind two sons. “Are you telling
me that my son sustained bullet
injuries on his chest while some-
one tried to snatch CISFs
weapons? Itis alie,” she told The
Indian Express. Police registered an-
other FIR on November 24 based
onacomplaint from Nonia’s wife,
whoalleged CISF personnel ‘mur-

dered' her husband.
Dhanbad Deputy
Commissioner Sandeep Singhand

Dhanbad Rural SP Reeshma
Ramesan did not respond to the
messages and calls.

Vinay Kajla, DIG, CISF,
Dhanbad, said: “People riding on
50 odd motorcycles led by

New Delhi

Vishwajit Chatterjee, Munna
Yadav and Rajesh Yadav came to
assault the Quick Response Team
personnel and snatch their
weapons.” Kajlasaid that this year
alone, more than seven CISF per-
sonnel have sustained injuries as
aresult of stone pelting by ‘coal
thieves’, but only twice the CISF
fired in the air.

Locals say mafialure people to
steal coal by offeringthemup toRs
500 fora few hours of ‘risky work’.
At the heart of the entire conflict
lies widespread unemployment.

AtTilotanr Basti, family mem-
bers of another victim, Shahzad
Khan, said he worked as a
labourer. His father Aslam Khan
said: “Even if he was stealing

coal..we were getting rich by it...
why was he shot. He was shot in
the chest. What should I tell his
2-year-old daughter Zoya.”
Aslam showed pictures of his son
taking part in protests a year
back, demanding jobs.

In the same locality, Kamlesh
Kumar, whose brother Ramesh
Ravidas sustained bullet injuries
and is currently under treatment,
said: “Whatwill people doif there
isnoemployment? We have been
demanding the same for months
and we have lost hope.”
Labourleader Baldev Verma told
The Indian Express: “What is the
point of local employment policy
if the locals who are bearing the
brunt of pollution don’t get jobs.”



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

S //

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By «»

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BAIL VS JAIL

The President’s caution on overcrowding of prisons
is a wake-up call to the executive and judiciary

RESIDENT DRAUPADI MURMU'S call to the government and the judiciary

to address the issue of overcrowding of prisons is significant and a very

welcome intervention. “I hear these days that we will have to make new

prisons because prisons are overcrowded. If we are moving towards

progress as a society, then why do we need new jails. We should be clos-
ing down existing ones,” President Murmu said Saturday at the National Law Day cele-
brations organised by the Supreme Court. “l am leaving this issue to the judges here and
the law minister. | am not saying anything more. | hope you understand what I have said
and what I refrained from saying,” she added. President Murmu’s remark comes in the
backdrop of the sharp exchange on this issue last week between Union law minister Kiren
Rijiju and the Chief Justice of India D Y Chandrachud. Rijiju had made a case against the
higher judiciary’s intervention in granting bail and said only trial courts ought to decide
granting of bails. In response, the CJI said that higher courts are flooded with bail cases be-
cause of a “sense of fear” in the lower judiciary.

The crisis at hand is this: According to the Prison Statistics India 2021, a report published
by the Ministry of Home Affairs, between 2016-2021, the number of convicts in jails have
decreased by 9.5 per cent whereas the number of undertrial inmates has increased by 45.8
per cent. With three out of four prisoners being undertrials, the problem of overcrowd-
ing of prisons is essentially an undertrial issue. As of December 31, 2021, around 80 per
cent of prisoners were confined for periods up to a year. The report states that an over-
whelming 95 per cent of undertrials released in 2021 were granted bail by courts while
amere 1.6 per cent were released on acquittal by court. It shows that the sluggish pace at
which trial courts work to reach a final decision cannot keep up with the increasing num-
ber of undertrials.

The Dickensian idea of building more prisons is not the solution, as President Murmu
rightly said. The Supreme Court recently asked the government to think “out of the box”
and consider a one-time measure to release prisoners in certain cases on the occasion of
the 75th year of Independence. While it is imperative for the top court to ensure that its
liberal stance on bail percolates to the trial courts, it is also disingenuous to characterise
the undertrial crisis as a mere bail issue. The real solution lies in tackling the cause, which
isindiscriminate arrest of individuals. From bringing special criminal legislations as pop-
ulist measures to opposing bail as part of a tougher stance on crime, there are several is-
sues for the government to address. Identifying those who cannot afford bail, even when
available, is also crucial. The lawmakers too must urgently respond to this crisis.

MILLET BONANZA

Aregion-specific strategy and their introduction in mid-day
meals in schools, anganwadis could boost millets cultivation

HE UNITED NATIONS has, at India’s initiative, declared 2023 as the

International Year of Millets. This, even as India’s own production of these

“nutri cereals” — jowar, bajra and ragi and minor millets such as kodo,

kutki, kakun, sanwa, cheena and kuttu — has fallen from 23-24 million to

19-20 million tonnes over the last 4-5 decades. The reason: Millets aren’t
the first choice either of consumers or producers. Kneading dough and rolling rotis is
much easier with wheat than with millet flour. Wheat has gluten proteins that make the
dough more cohesive and elastic. The resultant breads come out soft, unlike with millets
thatare gluten-free. The public distribution system (PDS) has made rice and wheat acces-
sible even to the rural poor, for whom these were previous aspirational cereals. For farm-
ers, too, millets are orphan crops. With access toirrigation, they willimmediately switch
to growing wheat and rice that yield 3-4 times more than jowar or bajra.

That said, cultivation of millets deserves a special push, given their nutritional supe-
riority over wheat and rice — whether in terms of amino acid profile or vitamins, miner-
als and crude fibre content. They are also hardier and drought-resistant crops, which has
to do with their short growing season (70-100 days, as against 120-150 days for paddy and
wheat) and lower water requirement (350-500 mm versus 600-1,200 mm). The right
strategy would be to promote their cultivation in those regions — rain-fed semi-arid and
hilly terrains — where they have been well-adapted. One cannot expect farmers in Punjab
or coastal Andhra Pradesh to grow bajra and ragi; the yield sacrifices and opportunity
costs of diverting irrigated land for these would be far too high. A more realisticapproach
is to incentivise farmers in western Rajasthan, southern Karnataka or eastern Madhya
Pradesh — who are already cultivating bajra, ragi and minor millets — to not shift to rice
and wheat. These districts/regions can, in turn, be developed as clusters for particular
millets — like Dindori in MP for kodo and kutki.

The same region-specific strategy could be adopted even for boosting consumption.
India, according to data for 2021-22, has 14.89 lakh schools with 26.52 crore students. These,
plus another 14 lakh pre-school anganwadi centres, constitute a large potential market for
millets. The PDS can continue supplying rice and wheat, which are more amenable to na-
tionwide procurement, stocking and distribution. But the schools and anganwadis can serve
khichdi, dosas, energy bars and puddings made from locally-sourced millets, along with a
daily glass of milk and egg for every child. The need for such wholesome nutrition would
be more for children in the very regions that are suited for millet cultivation.
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WORDLY WISE
IT 1S SAID THAT NO ONE TRULY KNOWS A NATION
UNTIL ONE HAS BEEN INSIDE ITS JAILS.
— NELSON MANDELA

Its high growth puts India in a good position in G20.
But urban pollution must be checked

ASHOK GULATI AND PURVI THANGARA]J

THE TIMING IS perfect for India to take over
the G20 presidency. When the chips are
down for the US, Europe and even China on
the GDP growth front, India is a shining star
with a likely GDP growth of 6.8 per cent in
2022 and 6.1 per centexpected in 2023 as per
the IMF forecast. Perhaps it is the first time in
thelast 40 years that India will surpass China
(3.2 percentin2022 and 4.4 per centin 2023)
in two successive years by a wide margin.
That makes India stand tall.

Inflation is not out of control. It's a little
higher than the RBI's tolerance band but
surely better than in the US, EU, and UK. So,
this is India’s moment to showcase its eco-
nomic strategy, along with the culture and
motto of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” — One
Earth, One Family, One Future. The govern-
ment's motto of LIiFE (Lifestyle for
Environment) could add further toits shine.

But there is one blot that India needs to
erase as soon as possible — pollution in its
cities. One wonders what the heads of the
G20 nations would think coming to Delhi
when the country's capital is being branded
as the most polluted city in the world. The Air
Quality Index (AQI) of Delhi during November
1-15, stood at 267 compared to Washington
DCat 8, and Beijing at 97. Delhi has the poor-
est AQl amongst the G20 nations.

Delhites feel as if they are being pushed
into a gas chamber. The Air Quality Life Index
Report (2022) of the University of Chicago
claims that Delhites are losing their life ex-
pectancy by 10years.If thisisindeed true, then
whatis the purpose of scoring the highest GDP
growth? Mere slogans on LiFE may not re-
move this blot. It needs urgent and hard pol-
icy decisions, with strict implementation,
which sometimes may not be politically palat-
able. But there is no escape from the current
situation under a business-as-usual scenario.

If Prime Minister Narendra Modi can re-
tain India's highest growth and significantly
improve AQI in the country's cities, it can pay
the BJP handsomely in the 2024 elections.

‘We know that every winter
when the winds calm and
particulate matter
accumulates, the political
blame game begins on
stubble burning in Punjab’s
paddy fields. According to
SAFAR (System of Air
Quality Forecasting and
Research), the largest share
of stubble burning to Delhi's
AQI this year was 34 per
cent (last year it was 42 per
cent). Measures aimed at
stubble management are not
likely to succeed. Unless the
paddy area in Punjab is
reduced by at least one
million hectares, this
problem is likely to stay.

And if he can manage to resolve the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, with support from the very
able External Affairs Minister, S Jaishankar,
PM Modi may even get aNobel prize for peace
Opportunity is knocking at his door to give
his best to India and to the world. Only by
December 2023, we will know whether he
has grabbed this opportunity or let it pass.
We know that the G20 accounts for two-
thirds of the world population, about 85 per
cent of the global GDP and over 75 per cent
of the global trade. Thus, this is the right fo-
rum for PM Modi and India to emerge as a re-
sponsible world leader, even a vishwa guru.
The message that greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions must be reduced is becoming in-
creasingly loud and clear as climate change
has started causing significant damage
through heat waves, droughts and floods of
increasing intensity and frequency. The COP27
agreement on creating a “loss and damage
fund” for compensating developing countries
is a good beginning. But the international
community is falling far short of the Paris tar-
gets, with no viable path to containing global
warming to an additional 1.5°Cin place.
According to Climate Watch, the biggest
GHG emitters in 2019 were China (12.06 bil-
lion tonnes of CO2e), the United States (5.77
Bt CO2e),and India (3.36 Bt CO2e). However,
in terms of GHG emissions on a per capita ba-
sis in 2021, Australia (23.6 tCO2e) tops, fol-
lowed by Saudi Arabia (20.4 tCO2e), and
Canada (20.3 tCO2e). Our calculations show
that in terms of total GHG emissions per bil-
lion $ GDP in PPP terms, (tCO2e/ Bn $ GDP,
PPP), South Africa (0.65 tCO2e), Indonesia
(0.55tC0O2e)and China(0.44 tCO2e)lead the
way in 2021. In terms of per capita emissions
(2.4 tCO2e) and emission intensity of GDP,
PPP(0.33 tCO2e),Indiaisinarelatively much
better position. And India can showcase this
to G20 heads, provided it cleans its own cities,
starting with Delhi, making it liveable.
What is it that PM Modi and Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal can do to make

Delhi liveable? We know that every winter,
when the winds are calm and particulate
matter accumulates, the political blame game
begins on stubble burning in Punjab’s paddy
fields. According to SAFAR (System of Air
Quality Forecasting and Research), the largest
share of stubble burning to Delhi's AQI this
year was 34 per cent (last year it was 42 per
cent). Measures aimed at stubble manage-
ment are not likely to succeed. Unless the
paddy area in Punjab is reduced by at least
one million hectares, this problemis likely to
stay. The switch away from paddy towards
maize, soyabean, pulses, and fruits and veg-
etables, requires a “diversification strategy”
for at least five years, handsomely rewarding
farmers with carbon credits, and savings of
water and energy.

Vehicular pollution in Delhi is another
major cause of poor AQL A fast-track strategy
to promote electric vehicles (EVs) is the an-
swer. Incentivising and even subsidising EVs
and charging stations in all parking lots and
residential colonies is the way forward.

To control dust, heavy fines must be en-
forced on builders who do not use water
sprinklers multiple times a day at construc-
tion sites. All thermal power plants in and
around Delhi must be replaced with more re-
newable energy sources. Solarisation should
be made mandatory for all government
buildings, schools, as well as public spaces
with a minimum specified area. This will help
them in self-financing with the help of net
metering. Easy access to finance for such re-
newables would be key.

Learning from other G20 nations on how
toimprove AQlin Indian cities and saving mil-
lions of lives from choking with every breath
need to be put on as high a priority as finan-
cial stability and growth in this intercon-
nected world.

Gulatiis Distinguished Professor and
Thangarajis a researcher at ICRIER.
Views are personal

ENABLING ISN'T CHARITY

SCruling frames positive verdict for disabled in problematic language

RAHUL BAJA] AND DAMINI GHOSH

THE SUPREME COURT of India, in Abhimanyu
Partap Singh v. Namita Sekhon and another,
while hearing a claim under the Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988, awarded compensation to
anadvocate who was rendered permanently
disabled after a road accident in 1996. The
Courtexamined the adequacy of the compen-
sation granted by the lower courts and on as-
sessing various relevant factors, concluded
that the compensation granted was unjust
and unreasonable. The Court reasoned that
the earnings of the appellant would be im-
pacted throughout his life by the disability.
Relying on the multiplier method, the Court
awarded an enhanced compensation.

While the ultimate outcome of the judg-
ment s favourable to the appellant, to arrive at
this determination, the Court made some very
unfortunate observations that betray its lack
of awareness about the current thinking on
disability rights. It held that in the era of com-
petition, the appellant cannot compete with
“normal men”. Worse still, it made the blanket
observation that, to be a proficient advocate,
“the person must be physically fit as he is re-
quired to move frequently to attend the pro-
fessional work, reaching from one Court to
other, and for movements to complete other
professional commitments.” The Court fur-
ther noted that the appellant was required to
make extraordinary efforts to attend court
proceedings and come up to the expectations
of aclient.

There can be no dispute with the fact that
the appellant’s disability qualitatively and
quantitatively affected his productivityasale-
gal professional. Thriving as a disabled profes-

Thriving as a disabled
professional in a world
designed for the able-bodied
is indeed extraordinarily
challenging. However, the
Court’s disparaging remarks
on the capabilities of an
advocate with a disability
were completely uncalled for.
It is one thing to recognise
the genuine additional
hardship faced by a disabled
person. It is quite another to
treat them as an object of
charity and sympathy. The
Court should have only done
the former.

sionalinaworld designed for the able-bodied
isindeed extraordinarily challenging. However,
the Court’s disparaging remarks on the capa-
bilities of an advocate with a disability were
completely uncalled for. Itis one thing torecog-
nise the genuine additional hardship faced by
adisabled person. It is quite another to treat
themas an object of charity and sympathy. The
Court should have only done the former.

The Court would have done well to re-
member the observations made by a coordi-
nate bench of the Supreme Court: “A lawyer
canbe just as effective ina wheelchair, aslong
asshe has access to the courtroom and the le-
gallibrary, as well as to whatever other places
and material or equipment that are necessary
for her todo her job well.” Further, in its judg-
ment in Vikash Kumar v. UPSC and others, a
three-judge bench of the Supreme Court,
while ruling on a plea for the grant of reason-
able accommodation by an appellant with a
disability, had titled a segment of its judgment
as “the language of our discourse”. The lan-
guage of our discourse, it held, “as much asits
outcome, should generate introspection over
the path which our society has traversed and
the road that lies ahead in realising the rights
of the disabled.” It had pointed out the endur-
ing impact of the use of insensitive language
onthe way the disabled view themselves and
are viewed by society. Such language, it had
emphatically noted, “offends the human dig-
nity of persons with disabilities.” Similarly, in
its concluding observations on India, the
Committee on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities had expressed concern about the
way the lives of the disabled are compared

with “normal life” and objected to the use of
derogatory terminology such as “mentally ll”
and “divyangjan.”

The Court’s problematic observations are
also at odds with the fact that the UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities,and India’s Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act of 2016 (RPwD Act), mandate
thatall public buildings including courts must
be made accessible to persons with disabili-
ties. The RPwD Act guarantees the right toac-
cess justice to persons with disabilities.
Though there are accessibility standards in
place for public buildings, they are generally
poorly implemented, not regularly inspected
or audited by persons with disabilities and
dogged by resource deficits.

The Court’s admission that practising law
asadisabled person is extraordinarily difficult
inIndia should prompt course-correction. The
Court should use these observations toreflect
on what it has done of late to make its infra-
structure (physical and digital) more disabled
friendly. It should identify pathways for ac-
tionable change and pursue them with sin-
cerity. It should ensure that judges across India
areregularly sensitised to the lived realities of
the millions of disabled individuals. Such con-
structive action would smoothen the path for
other disabled lawyers and citizens accessing
the court system in future. Such a response
would also be in tune with the forward-think-
ing approach on disability that our laws guar-
antee and that our courts are sworn to uphold.

The writers are with the
Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy
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N-FUEL ISSUE RESOLVED

TALKS BETWEEN THE French President
Francois Mitterrand and Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi at Rashtrapati Bhawan as-
sumed added dimension with France hav-
ing accepted the Indian position on the sup-
ply of enriched uranium for the Tarapur
atomic power plant. France will soon start
supplying the nuclear fuel for the Tarapur
plant under the 1963 Indo-US agreement as
had been suggested by India. It has dropped
itsinsistence on the “pursuit” and “perpetu-
ity” clauses which India found objectionable.

AXKALIS REJECT MEETING
THE AKALI DAL PRESIDENT, Sant Harchand
Singh Longowal, has ruled out a meeting

with the Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi.
He insisted that he will not meet the PM till
there is an announcement regarding the ac-
ceptance of “our specific demands”.

CONGRESS (I) TALKS

THE GUJARAT DISSIDENT LEADERS, who had
threatened to dissociate themselves from the
state Chief Minister, Madhavsinh Solanki,
from December 1, have been summoned by
the Congress (I) high command for talks.

INDIA IMPORTS WHEAT

INDIA HAS MADE another big purchase of
US wheat to replenish its depleted food
stocks, officials at the Indian embassy said.
They reported the signing of contracts with

New Delhi

11 US grain exporting companies for 1.45
million tonnes of wheat valued at nearly $
244 million. The latest deal follows India’s
purchase in August of 2.5 million tonnes of
US wheat after bad weather damaged its
Crops.

BJP FOR RSS

THE BHARATIYA JANATA Party warned the
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Farooq
Abdullah, that any move to ban the RSS in
the state would provoke the party for an
“intensive agitation” . The warning came
from the BJP vice-president, Ram
Jethmalani, MP, who said, “Iam making this
statement with the consent of the central
party leaders”.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The real question facing the Tory party this winter is not so much whether
they can recover but whether, in their current state, they can now hold on until

2024 atall”

—THE GUARDIAN

Offender vs offence

Juvenile justice law needs to be rationalised so that a person who has sufficient maturity to judge the
nature, and consequences of their action does not get blanket immunity from the criminal process

AMAN HINGORANI

THE SUPREME COURT (SC) made an obser-
vationinits judgment of November 16 in the
infamous Kathua rape-murder case: “... the
rising rate of juvenile delinquency in India is
amatter of concern and requires immediate
attention. There is a school of thought, exist-
ing in our country that firmly believes that
howsoever heinous the crime may be, be it
single rape, gangrape, drug peddling or mur-
der but if the accused is a juvenile, he should
be dealt with keeping in mind only one thing
i.e., the goal of reformation. The school of
thought, we are talking about, believes that
the goal of reformation is ideal. The manner
in which brutal and heinous crimes have
been committed over a period of time by the
juveniles and still continue to be committed,
makes us wonder whether the [Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children)] Act,
2015 has subserved its object. We have
started gathering an impression that the le-
niency with which the juveniles are dealt
with in the name of goal of reformation is
making them more and more emboldened
in indulging in such heinous crimes. It is for
the government to consider whether its en-
actment of 2015 has proved to be effective or
something still needs to be done in the mat-
ter before it is too late in the day.”

Indeed, a “child in conflict with law” or ju-
venile offender could become so hardened —
say, onaccount of exposure to dehumanising
poverty and violence that he/she is beyond
reform. Such hardening could, of course, oc-
cur in children for reasons other than socio-
economic circumstances.

At the same time, one feels uneasy at the
prospect of handing over children of any age
to the police. Sending children, as a matter of
course, to adult prisons for heinous crimes
(which attract imprisonment of seven years
or more) would rule out reformation, let
alone rehabilitation and reintegration into so-
ciety. Rather, the working of our criminal jus-
tice system would ensure that such a person
would come out (if the person comes out
alive) equipped to commit more crimes.
Police reforms have yet to take place, notwith-
standing the directions of the SCissued in this
regard way back in 2006 (Prakash Singh).
Custodial violence, abuse and torture are ram-
pant. The majority of the jail population in
India still consists of undertrials, waiting for
years for their trial to commence. One would
simply be writing off childrenif routinely sent
to trial by the criminal court like adults.

Let us now consider what our juvenile law
says in this regard. The law, contained in suc-
cessive Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Acts (JJ Acts), places ablanket ban on
the power of the criminal court to try and
punish a person below the specified age for
committing any offence. But then, should a
person, who has sufficient maturity of under-
standing to judge the nature and conse-
quences of his/her action, get blanket immu-
nity from the criminal process without the
fear of being prosecuted, tried and punished,
merely because that person is below the
specified age? Under the existing law, sucha
person, at best, could be subjected to a child-
friendly enquiry by a Juvenile Justice Board
(J] Board) and reformation for a maximum
period of three years in a correctional home.

The parents of the December 2012 Delhi
gangrape and murder victim had challenged
before the Supreme Court the constitutional
validity of such blanket ban in the JJ Act of
2000, and sought that the juvenile involved
should at least be tried by the competent
criminal court for the offences against their
daughter (Badrinath, 2014). With the dis-
claimer that I was the lawyer for the parents
in this matter, I believe that the legal argu-
ment was quite conclusive.

The Constitution differentiates the func-
tions of the executive, legislature and judici-
ary. It falls within the domain of judicial func-
tion to try and punish a person committing
penal offences — with judicial discretion re-
garding the award of sentence keeping in
view, amongst other factors, the nature and
gravity of the offence. It is well settled that
the assessment of whether or not an offender
has attained sufficient maturity of under-
standing to judge the nature and conse-
quences of his/her conduct is to be done by
the court with the help of experts, and is a
judicial function as exemplified by Section
83 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 and Order
XXXII of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.
There are precedents in which the SC has
held that Parliament cannot make law to oust
the judicial function of courts or even judi-
cial discretion in a matter falling within the
judicial function of courts. Thus, the JJ Act
2000 — to the extent it deprived the criminal
court of the power to try and to punish a per-
son below the age of 18 years for committing
an offence, when such a person could be as-
sessed to have attained sufficient maturity
to judge the nature and consequences of
his/her conduct — encroached upon the ju-
dicial domain and was, therefore, unconsti-
tutional. The current ] Act, 2015, suffers from
the same defect, except that the age of crim-
inal responsibility for heinous offences has
been reduced to 16 years.

The SC inter-alia took the view in
Badrinath that nothing as sweeping and as
drastic had been introduced by the JJ Act,
2000 that “sets at naught all the essential fea-
tures of the criminal justice system and in-
troduces a scheme which is abhorrent to our
constitutional values”. Unfortunately, the SC
lost an opportunity to rationalise the juvenile
justice law — which would have simply re-
quired a finding that instead of the conferral
of blanket immunity from criminal process
upon a juvenile offender, there should be a
case-by-case assessment by a competent

It has been overlooked that
the fundamental premise of
juvenile justice law is that a
juvenile offender who lacks
such maturity should not be
sent to a criminal court to be
tried for the commission of
an offence, and instead,
should be sent to a
correctional home for reform
and rehabilitation.
Conversely, therefore, should
the offender have such
maturity, he/she must be
prosecuted before the
criminal court, tried and, if
found guilty, punished. The
age of the juvenile offender
alone cannot, therefore,
justify a blanket immunity
from the criminal process -
rather, the question of such
immunity must be assessed
on a case-by-case basis
depending on the maturity of
such offender.

CRSasikumar

court (and not the J] Board) as to whether or
not such juvenile had attained sufficient ma-
turity of understanding to judge the nature
and consequences of his/her action.

It has been overlooked that the funda-
mental premise of juvenile justice law is that
ajuvenile offender who lacks such maturity
should not be sent to a criminal court to be
tried for the commission of an offence, and
instead, should be sent to a correctional home
for reform and rehabilitation. Conversely,
therefore, should the offender have such ma-
turity, he/she must be prosecuted before the
criminal court, tried and, if found guilty, pun-
ished. The age of the juvenile offender alone
cannot, therefore, justify a blanket immunity
from the criminal process — rather, the ques-
tion of such immunity must be assessed ona
case-by-case basis depending on the matu-
rity of such offender.

This does not necessarily mean that a
“child in conflict with law” who possesses suf-
ficient maturity would be tried with adults.
Indeed, Section 23 of the J] Act, 2015 man-
dates that notwithstanding anything con-
tained in Section 223 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure of 1973 orin any other law for the
time being in force, “there shall be no joint
proceedings of a child alleged to be in conflict
with the law, with a person who is not a
child”. Nor does it necessarily mean that such
a child should be housed with undertrials or
should serve sentence with convicts.
Provisions already exist in the ]J Act, 2015, as
to how a child who has attained the age of 16
years could be tried and punished for a
heinous offence. The same provisions could
be extended to all juvenile offenders, regard-
less of age or nature of the crime, once it is
found by the competent court that any such
offender had sufficient maturity of under-
standing to judge the nature and conse-
quences of his/her actions.

If the government appreciates the above
observation of the SCand reconsiders the ex-
isting juvenile justice law, it should, in my
view, amend such law along the lines indi-
cated in this article. Such an amendment
would go a long way in providing the requi-
site balance between the rationales underly-
ing the juvenile justice system and the crim-
inal justice system and realising the objectives
professed by both.

The writer is Advocate-on-Record and
Mediator, Supreme Court of India and author
of Unravelling the Kashmir Knot

EWS quota, a political freebie

Private sector, where it is difficult to establish actual income, will grab benefits

AMITABH KUNDU

THROUGH A MAJORITY judgment, the
Supreme Court has upheld reservation in
government jobs and education institutions
for economically weaker sections among for-
ward castes. The argument of the petitioners
that affirmative action under the Constitution
contemplates social and educational back-
wardness only and not economic disadvan-
tage, stands dismissed. The verdict, nonethe-
less, opens a big window for different
communities to seek reservation based on
this criteria. Given the controversies around
the methodology, database, sample size,
comparability of information from different
sources etc., this opens a Pandora’s box.
While one must now accept that eco-
nomic criteria as the sole basis for affirmative
action does not violate the basic structure of
the Constitution, one must analyse whether
the eligibility criteria for reservation will en-
able the genuinely poor to enjoy the benefits.
Ravi Shankar Prasad, while defending the
Constitution amendment for reservation in
general category, had announced on the floor
of Parliament that “sixes are hit in the slog
overs” in a cricket match. “More sixes will
come,” he had asserted. Indeed, sixes are,and
will be, hit by the batting side, both at the
Centre and the states. There is huge scope for
each state to design its criteria for defining
economic deprivation to cater to their polit-

ical allies. It would, in fact be political freebies
to be distributed to the pressure groups.

In the context of reservation for EWS, it
can be argued that the children of the poor
from the upper castes — vegetable vendors,
construction labourers, challenged individu-
als, self-employed or unemployed widows —
deserve reservation at least as much as the
children from Dalit households, who have en-
joyed high economic and social status, say,
for two generations. It would not be surpris-
ing if the above stipulation enjoys a large
measure of support among a cross-section of
political parties and the general population.
However, the question is: “Was this the prin-
ciple based on which this new quota has been
proposed and supported by the opposition
with some minor dissent?”

Given contemporary realities and insti-
tutional infirmities, is it possible to ring fence
this 10 per cent quota? The finance minister,
while talking about direct tax collection, has
often argued that given our democratic struc-
ture, itis difficult to work out clear operational
criteria to identify the people who must pay
taxes. Even after more than five years after
demonetisation, the government has not
taken action against the account holders who
deposited old currency well above their nor-
mal cash balance or indulged in other mal-
practices. Interestingly, the opposition has

made no demand for it. Clearly, they all fear
losing their vote bank.

The dearth of will and capacity to target
the new quota to the actual poor is evident
from the criteria that are likely to be fixed for
identifying the potential beneficiaries.
Persons from households with annual earn-
ing below Rs 8 lakh, possessing agricultural
land below five acres, a plot less than 100
yards in a notified municipality or below 200
yards in the non-notified municipal area
would be eligible for the reservation. The
amendment also allows the states to set in-
come cut-offs to decide who constitutes EWS.
They can even relax the criteria set by the
Centre. Italso allows the states to notify EWS
“from time to time on the basis of family in-
come and other indicators of economic disad-
vantage”, evenif they are “adequately repre-
sented” in government jobs.

SCs, STs and OBCs account for 70 per cent
of the population and are entitled to 49.5 per
cent reservation in the government sector.
The eligibility issue thus pertains to the re-
maining 30 per cent or 42 crore people who
fall under the general category. Calculations
based on available data suggest that about 95
per cent of the people in the general category
will be eligible under the proposed criteria.

Given the massive number of eligible
people among the upper castes and a small

window of opportunity, it is not difficult to
understand who would be the real benefici-
aries of the rather generous eligibility crite-
ria. Itis very likely that the middle class, those
who work in the private sector, where it is
difficult to establish the actual income, the
unscrupulous who can manipulate the sys-
tem through false declarations, would grab
the benefits, along with political pressure
groups. The children of street vendors and
agricultural labourers have very little chance
to benefit from the new quota.

Indeed, whenever any committee has
shown the benevolence of defining poverty
with a high cut-off point, the outcome has
been the top 10 to 20 per cent among the el-
igible grabbing all benefits. It is not a level-
playing field. And the poor, as defined by the
Tendulkar or Rangarajan Committees, stand
very little chance of benefiting from the new
quota. It is absurd to believe that Muslims
would benefit from the quota, simply be-
cause they have a higher share among the
poor. Very few Muslims would be in the top
20 per cent among those eligible for the EWS
quota. The poor do not constitute a vote
bank and can be swayed by promises. When
they realise who the real beneficiaries are,
it will be too late.

Kundu is Senior Fellow at the World
Resources Institute

The workplace
issue we hush up

New rule of the UK’s National Health Services
should open long overdue conversations on

sensitivity towards

RiNnkU GHOSH

SOMETIMES AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
seems like an imposition or a grant,
drawing moral satisfaction from the to-
kenism of doing the right thing. Rarely is
it thoughtful or felt. This is why last
week’s announcement by the National
Health Services (NHS) in the UK that
menopausal women on their staff will be
able to work out of home should their
symptoms require it, is about path-find-
ing and working the middle ground in
the workplace. NHS chief Amanda
Pritchard said that other employers
should follow suit to help middle-aged
women “thrive” at work and those
“silently suffering” should not be ex-
pected to “grin and bear it.”

If nothing, such a move has at least
been a conversation starter about what
has been so far a taboo in the workplace
and areason to “hive off” women than al-
low them ease of “thriving” Yet, just like
pregnancy, the end of a woman'’s repro-
ductive cycle is seen as her losing energy,
drive, desire, stamina, excitement and ca-
pability, in short, a cliff-jumping drop of
her value in wisdom and experience.
Ironically, this phase, between the mid-
40s to the mid-50s, is where you would
find most women reaching the top, hav-
ing battled biases of motherhood, work-
ing Sundays to meet deadlines, leaving
no questions unanswered on their com-
petence and commitment. And yet when
a woman employee crosses the age bar,
she has to prove her worth all over again.
Is she as good, is she capable of thinking
afresh, can she pull long hours? It is never
about “is she comfortable?” Sadly, her
body of work matters little. And it is this
constant pressure to feed expectations
that forces even confident women to
overwork themselves to stay relevant de-
spite those painful bouts of endometrio-
sis, heavy bleeding, hot flushes, insom-
nia, fatigue, anxiety, hypertension and
palpitations. All of these are terribly de-
bilitating but manageable with a little
breathing space.

Physiologically speaking, menopause
exposes women to their most severe and
unexpected health challenges. As the hor-
mone oestrogen dips, it pushes up bad
cholesterol or LDL levels, raising their car-
diacrisk more than men. They even have
higher concentrations of total cholesterol
than men. According to the Harvard
Medical School, a post-menopausal

menopausal women

woman’s symptoms of a heart attack are
“different from a man’s and she’s much
more likely than a man to die within a
year of having a heart attack. Women also
don’t seem to fare as well as men do af-
ter taking clot-busting drugs or undergo-
ing certain heart-related medical proce-
dures.”

These elevated risk factors, however,
can be reduced if women were to be less
stressed about tiring out their bodies to
prove a point. Strangely even women in
the menopausal period are not concerned
about their life risks as they get caughtin
the vanity trap and worry more about is-
sues related to their body image, sexual-
ity and self-esteem. Some rush into
Menopausal Hormone Therapy (MHT),
which is not quite the elixir of youth, and
often has deadly side effects like uterine
and breast cancer.

Women with endometriosis often
have to take of leave of absence because
of heavy bleeding that affects their pro-
ductivity. Author Hilary Mantel described
it as “not life-threatening but life-destroy-
ing,” one that disqualified her from a 9-5
office job that "narrowed my options in
life, and it narrowed them to writing.”

So, the question of gender equity re-
ally comes from respecting changes in a
woman'’s body as much as a man’s. And
as many 50-plus start-up owners,
women included, become the subject of
business reviews, it has been proven that
a great idea needs focus, determination,
experience, skill and smart application,
all functions of the mind really.

However, inIndia, where motherhood
is seen as a major career impediment for
women, menopause is a far cry, often bot-
tled up in hushed conversations among
women in the office loo. But some coun-
tries have at least acknowledged it as a
workplace healthissue. The UK Parliament
commissioned a survey that showed how
one in three women were missing work
due to menopause. Italy and Australia are
debating about including menopause in
work ethics norms. In January, the EU
Parliament put out a statement, saying,
“The failure to address menopause as a
workplace issue is increasingly leading to
insufficient protection of female workers
and the early exit of women from labour
markets, and thereby increasing the risk
of women’s economic dependence,
poverty and social exclusion, contributing
to the loss of women’s knowledge, skills
and experience, and leading to significant
economic losses.”

Considering that women will go
through this biological phase at least for
eight years in their work life, a little sen-
sitivity to their concerns would matter
more than a debate on whether they
should be “allowed extra benefits”.

rinku.ghosh@expressindia.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

AAP IN GUJARAT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Winning
Gujarat’ (IE, November 26). AAP, after its
resounding success in the Punjab elec-
tions, is trying to further expand its foot-
print by denting BJP’s stronghold in
Gujarat. Unless the votersin Modi’s home
state become suddenly enamoured of the
fledgling AAP, the results are a foregone
conclusion here. The only point of con-
cern for Modi’s BJP is to ensure that AAP
doesn't get bragging rights by winning
enough seats. The results could under-
line that the road ahead for AAPis a long
one, before it can claim to be a national
party.

Vijai Pant, Hempur

REWORKING EC

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘Securing the
EC (IE, November 26, 2022). A free and
fair election is fundamental to any func-
tional democracy. The Election
Commission of India has been entrusted
with the conduct of elections to the most
significant offices in our democracy, and
hence rationality,impartiality,and trans-
parency of the EClmust be protected. The
process of appointment has to be insti-
tutionalised. The ECI should route its
communication with the government
through the legislature, soas toallow the
requisition of funds and manpower to be
approved by lawmakers and not the law
ministry alone.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Barasat

EQUALITY MATTERS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A rare, en-
during document’ (IE, November 26).
National Constitution Day, celebrated
since 2015, highlights the importance of
the document in the life of every Indian
citizen. However, many fundamental

rights and directive principles enshrined
in our Constitution are not fully adopted
by our executive, while the common pop-
ulace is unaware of their fundamental
duties. The ethos of the Constitution is
achieved when principles of justice, lib-
erty and equality are realised by and for
all.

Devendra Awasthi, Lucknow

FAILURE WRIT LARGE

THISREFERS TO the report, ‘Rioters given
lesson in 2002, led to peace in Gujarat:
Shah'’ (IE, November 26). Thousands of
innocent lives were lost in the senseless
violence that occurred in the Gujarat riots
0f 2002. The failure to timely contain the
violence was also fairly evident. Could it
be claimed as an achievement by any
yardstick or found suitable as a tool to
seek votes for the BJP in the upcoming as-
sembly election?

Sushimta Murmu, New Delhi

DRAWING LINES

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Framing the
EWS quota’ (IE, November 21). The au-
thor raises a pressing problem: There is
anabsence of jurisprudential or even po-
litical consensus on the purpose of reser-
vationsinIndia, leading to obfuscation of
narratives and unscrupulous politicking.
Affirmative action was envisioned pri-
marily tosolve the problem of inadequate
representation and social injustice in
India, which is a fair cause. However, the
recent Supreme Court judgement has
blurred the lines and possibly opened the
floodgates for further political and social
churn around the issue. We must revisit
the purpose and limits of reservationasa
specialised tool of public policy. Lines
must be drawn.
JaiVikram Singh, New Delhi

New Delhi
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Bihar’s Har Ghar Gangajal scheme for Rajgir, Gaya regions

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,NOVEMBER 27

BIHAR CHIEF Minister Nitish Kumar Sunday
launched the first phase of the Har Ghar
Gangajal project, an ambitious initiative to
provide Ganga water on tap in parched ar-
eas of the state.

The scheme will harvest the excess wa-
ter in the Ganga during the monsoon flood-
ing season, to be treated, stored, and piped
to Rajgir, Gaya, and Bodhgaya.

Har Ghar Gangajal scheme

Har Ghar Gangajalis part of the Bihar gov-
ernment’s Jal, Jeevan, Hariyali scheme. In the
Rs4,000-crore first phase of the project, giant
pumps will lift Ganga water from Hathidah
near Mokama and supply it to about 7.5 lakh
homes in the state’s main tourism destina-
tions of Rajgir, Bodhgaya, and Gaya.

The water will be stored in reservoirs in
Rajgir and Gaya before being channelled to

three treatment-and-purification plants,
from where it will be supplied to the public.
The water will travel more than 150 km
through pipes from Hathidah.

According to government estimates, the
scheme will provide every beneficiary with

135 litres — about two large buckets — of

Ganga water every day for drinking and do-
mestic use. During the second phase of the
project, Ganga water will be taken to Nawada.

The need for the scheme

The area around Rajgir (in Nalanda dis-
trict), which was the nucleus of the ancient
kingdom of Magadh and is associated with
the founders of both Buddhism and Jainism,
is rocky and water-deficient. Over the years,
unplanned use of groundwater has depleted
subterranean reservoirs, lowered the water
table, and affected the quality of the water .

The bulk of the urban water supply con-
tinues to be through tube wells. A study by
the Bihar Public Health Engineering
Department (PHED) showed the average

THIS WORD MEANS

OPEN OFFER, LAUNCHED BY ADANI

Adani Group, owning 29.18% stake in NDTV Ltd, launched
an open offer to buy another 26%. Here is how it works

GEORGE MATHEW
& SANDEEP SINGH
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 27

ON AUGUST 23, Gautam Adani-led Adani
Group acquired 29.18% stake in television
channel NDTV Ltd, and said it would launch
an open offer to buy another 26% in the
company.

On November 22, the Adani Group
launched its open offer, which will remain
open until December 5, 2022.

What is an open offer?

According to the SEBI (Substantial
Acquisition of Shares and Takeovers)Rules,
anopen offer is made by the acquirer to the
shareholders of the target company, invit-
ing them to tender their shares at a partic-
ular price. The primary purpose of an open
offer is to provide an exit option to these
shareholders.

So, in the case of NDTV, as the Adani
Group has emerged as a large shareholder
and is likely to change the control structure
of the company, it has to make an open of-
fer to buy another 26% per cent stake so that
minority shareholders willing to exit the
company may tender their shares.

Wheniis it triggered?

An open offer is triggered if an acquirer
holds more than 25 per cent of the public
shareholding in the company.

In August, Adani entities had acquired
Vishvapradhan Commercial Pvt Ltd (VCPL),
which had lent over Rs 403 crore to NDTV
founders led by Prannoy Roy. VPCL had lent
the amount in 2009-10 in exchange for
warrants that allowed it to acquire a stake
0f 29.18 per cent in NDTV.

Offer price lower than market price

Adani is offering Rs 294 per share for the
acquisition of shares under the open offer,
whereas the shares of NDTV closed at Rs
386.8 per share on Friday.

SEBI rules say that the open offer price
for acquisition of shares under the mini-
mum open offer shall be highest of the 1)
the highest negotiated price under the
share purchase agreement triggering the
offer; 2) the volume-weighted average
price of shares acquired by the acquirer
during 52 weeks preceding the public an-
nouncement; 3) highest price paid for any
acquisition by the acquirer during 26 weeks

[ ——

Adani is offering Rs 294 per share
under the open offer. Express file photo

immediately preceding the PA; and 4) vol-
ume weighted average market price for
sixty trading days preceding the PA.

Since the price was lower prior to the
acquisition of the 29.18% shares, the open
offer priceis in line with regulations. In fact,
between January 1, 2022 and Aug 1, 2022,
the shares of NDTV traded betweenRs 115
and Rs 272. The share prices started rising
in August and went on to hit a high of Rs
567 on September 6, post Adani’s acquisi-
tion of 29.18 per cent stake in the company.

How many shares have been tendered?

Till Friday, 39.35 lakh shares of NDTV
had already been tendered under the open
offer. That represents 6.1 per cent of the
6.44 crore shares of the company.

What happens after this?

If the Adanis manage to get the required
26% stake, the group'’s total stake will go up
to 55.18%, enabling it to take management
control of NDTV. If the Adanis fail, they can
buy shares from other institutional in-
vestors.

The Roys can launch a counter offer if
they have the financial muscle. However,
as they were unable to repay VCPL, it re-
mains to be seen whether they can do so.
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groundwater level in Gaya district had
plunged from 30.30 feetin July 2021 to 41.50
feet in July 2022. Data from the Central
Ground Water Board’s Year Book for Bihar
show the water table in Gaya and Rajgir fell
by between 2 and 4 metres between 2014-15
and 2020-21.

Handpumps have been going dry at
many places in the region. The district ad-
ministrations of Nalanda and Gaya have been
arranging for water tankers to supply drink-
ing water in the town areas as the scarcity
becomes acute in the summer.

Projected twin benefits

The government expects the Har Ghar
Gangajal scheme to also help alleviate dis-
tress from the annual flooding of the Ganga.
Over the years, heavy silting in the riverbed
— affecting especially Mokama, Hathidah,
Barh, and Lakhisarai — and the release of wa-
ter from dams in Nepal have resulted in the
Ganga spilling over even when the monsoon
rainfall over Bihar has not been exception-

ally heavy. The government has assured that
the water for the scheme would be lifted only
during the four months of the monsoon
when the Ganga has excess water.

Working of the system

The project has been described as a “lift-
store-tame-treat-supply” system. Hyder-
abad-based Megha Engineering & Infrastr-
uctures Limited (MEIL) has been working on
the project since 2019, employing about
2,200 people and high-end technology.

A447-metre approach channel hasbeen
constructed in Hathidah on the right bank of
the Ganga near the Rajendra Bridge, through
which water is taken to an intake-well-cum-
pumphouse, which is powered by a dedi-
cated electricity substation with a 7500 KVA
transformer, and two smaller 250 KVA trans-
formers.

State-of-the-art online filters have been
installed near the intake well to ensure silt-
free water enters the pump and pipeline, and
there is no erosion in the riverbed.

DBT and tenancy

While direct income support makes more economic sense than farm subsidies, its benefits don’t reach
tenant farmers. The experience of Andhra Pradesh holds lessons — and raises questions

HARISH DAMODARAN

MOST ECONOMISTS advocate the conversion
of agricultural subsidies — whether on inputs
(supplying fertiliser, power, water at below
cost)oroutputs (procuring crops at above mar-
ket prices) — into direct income support.

Such support, in the form of direct benefit
transfers(DBT)on a per-acre or per-farmer ba-
sis, is seen as transparent and simple to admin-
ister. Moreover, it is crop-neutral (only rice,
wheat and sugarcane farmers effectively get
minimum support prices now) and does not
cause distortions in input/output markets.

However, there is one limitation with the
DBT schemes, such as the Centre’s Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan), the
Telangana government's Rythu Bandhu and
Andhra Pradesh’s YSR Rythu Bharosa — they
donotreach tenant farmers, i.e.those who un-
dertake cultivation on leased land.

Left-out beneficiaries

PM-Kisan provides an annual income sup-
portofRs6,000toall landholding farmer fam-
ilies in India. Rythu Bandhu extends financial
assistance of Rs 10,000 per acre, again to all
farmers owning land and without any size
limit. Under YSR Rythu Bharosa, farmer fami-
lies are paid Rs 13,500 per year, which includes
Rs 6,000 through PM-Kisan and the AP gov-
ernment’s top-up of Rs 7500.

The exclusion of tenant farmers — fromin-
come supportand also zero/low-interestloans,
crop insurance, disaster compensation and
other agri-related schemes — is significant,
given the rising trend of owners no longer di-
rectly cultivating their lands.

According to the National Statistical Office’s
(NSO) ‘Situation Assessment of Agricultural
Households' survey for 2018-19, 17.3 per cent
outof the total estimated 101.98 million oper-
ational holdings (i.e. farms)in rural India were
on leased lands. The share of such leased-in
lands in the total area used for agricultural pro-
duction was 13 per cent. The NSO’s previous
surveys for2012-13 and 2002-03 revealed the
shares of leased-in holdings at only 13.7 per
cent(11.3 per centof area)and 9.9 per cent (6.5
per cent), respectively.

State-wise tenancy

Table 1 shows the incidence of non-owners
cultivating land to be the highest for Andhra
Pradesh (AP) (42.4 per cent) and Odisha (39
per cent). In Haryana and Punjab, the share of
leased-inareais higher than the percentage of
tenant holdings. It means that the tenant farm-
ersthere operate relatively large holdings, even
though they don’t own these lands.

STATE-WISE TENANCY
% OF % AREA
TENANT |LEASED-IN :
HOLDINGS H

AndhraPradesh 424 364
Odisha 39.0 313
WestBengal 29.5 223
Tripura 28.5 18.5
Bihar 28.2 25.1
Haryana 21.3 34.7
Punjab 21.1 278
Uttar Pradesh 17.9 13.8
Telangana 17.5 19
ALL-INDIA 17.3 13.0
Assam 16.4 13.1
Kerala 14.7 13.8
Jharkhand 133 78
Chhattisgarh 1.4 7.5
MadhyaPradesh 109 8.6
Himachal Pradesh 9.6 4.6
Tamil Nadu 9.3 10.9
Rajasthan 79 6.1
Uttarakhand 7.3 52
Maharashtra 5.6 4.3
Karnataka 43 5.0
Gujarat 4.1 33
Jammu & Kashmir 1.5 0.5

Source: National Statistical Office; Data s for the
2018-19 agricultural year (July-June)

While the NSO surveys pointtoasteady in-
crease in tenant farmers — who typically pay
fixed cash rents or share of produce to owners
— these would, perhaps, be underestimates:
farm tenancy agreements are largely oral, un-
written contracts and seldom recorded leases.

The NSO data for Telangana, for instance,
shows 17.5 per cent of holdings in the state to
be cultivated under lease. Buta survey of 7,744
farmers across 34 village gram panchayats in
20districts reckons the figure close to 35.6 per
cent. “One can safely assume that at least 30
per cent of Telangana’s farmers today are ten-
ants,” said Kiran Kumar Vissa, co-founder of
Rythu Swarajya Vedika (RSV), a Hyderabad-
based sustainable agriculture organisation that
conducted the survey during May-June 2022.

The Telangana government has budgeted
Rs 14,800 crore for Rythu Bandhu in 2022-23.
To the extent this money is being credited to
the accounts of non-cultivating landowners, it
is depriving the real “rythu” or farmer.

Exclusion errors

Abetteridea of the costs of exclusion canbe
had from AP, probably India’s most DBT-ad-
vanced state. Between June 2019 and October
2022, the YS Jagan Mohan Reddy government
transferred over Rs 176,500 crore to some 7.37
crore people under 26 DBT schemes. These -
mainly named after himself or his late father YS
Rajasekhara Reddy - target not just farmers,
but also women, senior citizens, schoolchild-

DBT SCHEME BENEFICIARIES IN AP FROM JUNE 2019 TO OCTOBER 2022
SCHEME SECTOR/ NUMBER OF AMOUNT
TARGET GROUP BENEFICIARIES (¥CRORE)

: YSRPension Kanuka Senior citizens** 62,79,486 59,954.00
YSR Rythu Bharosa Farmers 52,38,000 25,971.33
DrYSR Free Crop Insurance Farmers 44.,27,641 6,684.83

: Input Subsidy Farmers 19,02,825 1,612.80
YSR Sunna Vaddi Farmers 65,65,000 1,282.11
Jagananna Ammavodi Education 44,48,865 19,617.53
Jagananna Vidya Deevena Education 24,74,544 8,365.26

: Jagananna Vasathi Deevena Education 18,77,863 3,349.57
YSR Cheyutha Women 26,39,703 14,110.62
YSR Aasara Women SHGs 78,74,438 12,757.97

¢ YSRSunnaVaddi Women SHGs 1,02,16,410 3,615.28

i YSRKapuNestham Kapuwomen 3,38,792 1,492.00
DrYSR Aarogyasri Healthinsurance 22,33,466 7,338.76
YSR Bima (Insurance) Informal workers 1,03,171 1,681.93
YSR Vahana Mitra Auto/taxidrivers 2,74,015 1,032.02

i YSRNethanna Nestham Weavers 81,783 776.13
TOTAL* 7.37,20,739 1,76,516.62

*Includes other schemes; **Also disabled persons and transgenders.
¢ Source: Government of Andhra Pradesh

ren, unorganised workers and communities
such as Kapus and weavers (Table 2).

RSV, during January-February 2022, did a
survey of 3,855 tenant farmers in 31 gram pan-
chayats across nine AP districts.

The AP government’s DBT schemes such
as YSR Rythu Bharosa, Free Crop Insurance,
Input Subsidy and Sunna Vaddi (zero-interest
loans) technically also cover tenant farmers.
The Jagan government enacted the AP Crop
Cultivator Rights law in August 2019. It pro-
vides for the issuance of “crop cultivator rights
cards (CCRC)” to persons cultivating the lands
of owners under agreements with 11-month
validity, and countersigned by the village rev-
enue officers concerned. The cards entitle les-
see cultivators to benefits under the state’s DBT
schemes, besides being “sufficient” for obtain-
ing crop loans from banks.

But the RSV study found just 364 out of the
3,855 tenant farmers — identified through
door-to-door surveys in each of the selected
villages — to have received CCRCs. Even out of
the 364 card holders, only 63 had got Rythu
Bharosa benefitsand 12 availed bankloans on
their leased lands.

“The CCRCrequires the landowner’s signa-
ture and can’t be issued without his consent.
Most owners are hesitant to sign documents
confirming they have given lands on lease.
They fear that any written agreement makes
themvulnerable to lawsuits by tenants claim-
ing rights over the land. Also, what if the ten-
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ants take loans against CCRCs and the repay-
ment burden falls on the owners? The new
law’s provisions that prevent banks from at-
taching the owner’s land for any dues don’t
seem tomake a difference,” pointed out Vissa.
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Fixing the tenant problem

AP'sexperience holdslessons for DBT.Both
AP and Telangana have been trailblazers as far
as direct income support to farmers goes. But
neither has been able to crack the tenant co-
nundrum.

Agriculture in India is increasingly seeing
both “tenancy” (landless/marginal farmers
leasing in land to cultivate) and “reverse ten-
ancy” (smalllandowners leasing out to better-
off farmers keen to reap economies of scale).
This is natural, as not everyone - including
those owning land — may be good at or wants
to farm. Farming might ultimately become a
specialised enterprise. Leasing can help both
tenant and reverse-tenant farmers operate
consolidated holdings, while allowing owners
to take up non-agricultural employment with-
out risking loss of their lands.

The Narendra Modi government, assum-
ing it returns for a third term at the Centre in
2024, may well seek to expand PM-Kisan’s
scale and scope. That would even mean sub-
sumingall existing input and output subsidies
under it. But DBT schemes, be it PM-Kisan or
Rythu Bandhu, need to find an answer to the
tenant problem before that.

Crusades row at Fifa World Cup: A contested past interacts with the present

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

IN THE ongoing Fifa World Cup, some
English fans in Qatar stirred up a row by
dressing up as St. George.

While the replica chain mails, plastic
helmets and toy weapons have long been a
popular costume choice for English fans, in
Qatar and the rest of the Arab world, these
are seen as symbols of a painful pastand are
considered offensive.

FIFA has since stepped in, announcing
on Friday that fans wearing Crusader cos-
tumes will be barred from stadia.

Saint George

The first mentions of a figure called St.
George appeared in England in the 7th cen-
tury. However, he rose to prominence dur-
ing the era of the Crusades as the personifi-
cation of Christian chivalry. Today, he
remains a national symbol for Britain.

The Crusades

The ‘Crusades’ refer to military cam-
paigns waged by European Christian pow-
ers between 1095 and 1291 AD, on the call
on Pope Urban II, to check the spread of
Islam and ultimately, conquer Jerusalem
and the Holy Land from the Muslims.

Crusaders were rallied from across

Europe, and were promised special favour
in the afterlife. In popular history, the
Crusaders are seen as chivalrous holy war-
riors, driven by religious idealism and a
quest for adventure.

Jerusalem was taken by the crusading
armiesin 1099 and, over the next decades,
“crusader states” would emerge across the
region. These were fiefdoms of various
sizes and often with conflicting loyalties.

Over the next century and a half, the
Christians would ultimately be unable to
hold any of the territories gained, with the
Seljuk and Ottoman Turks recapturing the
area. Jerusalem fell back into Islamic hands
under the famed Sultan Saladin in 1187.

A complex history

In an article for The Smithsonian
Magazine, historians David M Perry and
Matthew Gabriele argued that the history of
the Crusades is more complex than the sim-
plistic framing of “religious” wars. A variety
of different motivations drove a diverse
group of Crusaders, against an equally di-
verse set of opponents that included
Muslims, Jews, pagans, and Orthodox
Christians.

In fact, the term “Crusade” did not ap-
pear in the English language till the 18th and
19th centuries, when it was used by
Victorian historians to historicise prevail-
ing ideas on the “clash of civilisations” be-

tween the East and the West, in this case,
Christianity and Islam.

As modern culture took shape under the
shadow of colonialism, the history of the
Crusades, as popularly known today, ossi-
fied into something it simply was not.
Battles fought for material gain were recast
as Holy Wars.

Though over time, the many layers of
history that were hitherto ignored have
been explored, this has not percolated into
popular culture.

Memory in the Arab world
In the Arab World, the Crusaders are
perceived as existential threats to Islam

New Delhi

who were overcome by the Muslims.

Much like in Europe, the Crusades held
a place at the margins of Arab imagination
for the longest time. It was only in the 19th
century, under the spectre of European
colonialism and modern geopolitical devel-
opments, did they become increasingly sig-
nificant. Much like the “Clash of
Civilisations” theory justified colonial ex-
cesses, in the Islamic context, it has been
used to justify modern-day form of jihad.

Dabigq, the online magazine of the
Islamic State (Daesh) frequently invokes the
history of the Crusades, using the perceived
hurt of Muslims as a weapon to radicalise
its followers.
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MARKET WATCH

9 or TOP-10 COSs GAIN M-cAP

New Delhi: Nine of the top 10 valued firms together added Rs
79,798 3 crore in market valuation last week, with I'T majors TCS
and Infosys emerging as the biggest winners. In the last week, the
30-share BSE Sensex climbed 630.16 points or 1 per cent. PTI

PLAN TO UPGRADE ALTIMETER OF ALL AIRCRAFT BY AUGUST 2023

Safe flying: New SOP soon on
3G airwave infraaround airports

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
&MIHIRMISHRA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

THE AVIATION and telecom de-
partments will shortly roll out a
plan to ensure safe flight opera-
tions around airports with 5G air-
wave infrastructure. The plan in-
cludes telecom companies setting
up infrastructure powering 5G
networks in the country away
from the flight path around air-
ports, carrying low power signals
in such areas and a plan to up-
grade the altimeter of all aircraft
operating in the country by
August 2023, top sources told The
Indian Express.

These are expected to be part
of an operational guidelines that
the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT)is cur-
rently preparing, after India’s avi-
ation regulator flagged concerns
about interference that 5G signals
could cause, potentially posing a
challenge to safe airline opera-
tions.

In June, the US Federal
Aviation Authority (FAA) an-

PoLicy WATCH
RATE HIKES

nounced a plan that involved
these aspects to ensure safe airline
operations.

In September, the Indian
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation(DGCA)wrote to the tele-
com department flagging con-
cerns over the likely interference
of 5G C-Band spectrum with air-
craft radio altimeters, The Indian
Express had reported. A radio al-
timeteris aninstrument that pro-
videsdirect height-above-terrain
information to various aircraft sys-
tems.

“The DoT is almost ready with
an SOP for 5G networks around
airports and has indicated that it
will address all of DGCA’s con-
cerns,” a senior government offi-
cial told this paper. “It is expected
toinclude setting up 5G establish-
mentsabit further away fromair-
ports and lowering the power of
5G signals emitted by these estab-
lishments sothat thereis nointer-
ference with flights’ altimeters.”

Airline companies will alsobe
required to upgrade altimeters
used insome aircraft being flown
inIndia. The Indian Express has also
learnt that the company that

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 27

STATING THAT global “poly-
crisis” canimpact the domes-
tic demand and growth
prospects, India Inc has re-
quested the Reserve Bank to
slow down the pace of its rate
hike in the upcoming mone-
tary policy meet.

The corporate sector has
alsostarted tofeel the adverse
impact of the 190 basis points
(bps)hike inreporate sofarin
this fiscal, and so moderation
in monetary tightening is the
need of the hour,
Confederation of Indian
Industries (CII) said.

The next meeting of the
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) will be held from
December5to7.

“The domestic demand is
recovering well as mirrored by
the performance of host of
high-frequency indicators,
however, the prevailing global
Polycrisis is likely to impinge
on our growth prospects too.

“Given the headwinds to
domestic growth mainly em-
anating from the global uncer-
tainties, the RBI should con-
sider moderating the pace of
its monetary tightening from
the earlier 50basis points,” ClII,
anindustry body, wrote to RBI
in its expectation on the
December monetary policy.

The six-member MPC has

CII urges RBI to
moderate pace of
monetary tightening

The next meeting of
the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC)
will be held from
December5to7

raised repo rate — the rate at
which the RBIlends money to
banks to meet their short-
term funding needs — by 190
basis points (bps) to 5.9 per
cent since May this year to
check soaring inflation. A ba-
sis point is one hundredth of
one percentage point.

The industry body said
whileitisin cognisance of the
fact that RBI's interest rate
hikes of 190 bps so far in this
fiscal have been warranted to
tame inflationary pressures,
the corporate sector has now
started to feel its adverse im-
pact. Analysis of results for
2,000 odd companies in the
second quarter (July-Sept
2022) showed that both the
top-line and bottom-line has
moderated on sequential and
annual basis. “Thus, modera-
tion in pace of monetary tight-
ening is the need of the hour,”
it said. As consumer price-
based inflation (CPI), or retail
inflation, eased to 6.77 per cent
in October from 741 per cent
in September, many econo-
mists expect RBI to hike repo
rate by 35 bps. Fullreport

onwww.indianexpress.com

— BRIEFLY —
FPIsbuy

New Delhi: Foreign portfolio
investors have rediscovered
their liking for Indian equi-
ties, making a net invest-
ment of Rs 31,630 crore in
November on hopes of an
end to the aggressive rate
hikes, and positivity about
overall macroeconomic
trends. PTI

Toyota, CNG

New Delhi: Toyota Kirloskar
Motor on Sunday an-
nounced its foray into the
CNG segment, thereby pro-
viding more options in both
the Toyota Glanza as well as
the Urban Cruiser Hyryder
model line-up, for cus-
tomers to choose from. The
Toyota Glanza will now be
available witha CNG variant
inthe S & G grades, along
withaManual Transmission
powertrain. ENS

5Gand
DGCA
@® concern

EXPLAINED

THE PRIMARY concern of
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
emerges from the fact that
these altimeters as well as
apartof the 5G telecom
services operate in the
mid C-Band frequency
range.

manufactures it has sought for
time till August 2023 to upgrade
these devices.

The primary concern of the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) emerges from
the fact that these altimeters as
well as a part of the 5G telecom
services operate in the mid C-
Band frequency range. Earlier this
year, the 6,000-pilot-strong
Federation of Indian Pilots had
also written to the Civil Aviation
Ministry raising similar concerns.

While the 5G networkin India

isstillinits early days, US aviation
authorities have reported about
85 cases of 5G waves impacting
flight operations near the airport.
For telecom service providers,
the C-Band presents a sweet spot
for rolling out 5G services, ensur-
ing coverage as well as high band-
width, resulting in faster internet
speeds. For aircraft operations, the
use of altimeters in this band en-
sures highly precise measure-
ments of the plane’s altitude. 5G
terrestrial signals typically oper-
ate at a very heavy power level
compared to flight altimeters.
Queries sent to the DoT did not
elicitaresponse until publication.
The DGCA'sissues wereinline
with concerns raised by the US
FAA over the last one year since
telecomoperatorsin the US, such
as AT&T, Verizon and T-Mobile etc,
began rolling out 5G services. In
the US, an agreement between
the FAA and the telecom opera-
tors resulted in a delay in rollout
of 5G services in the C-Band near
airports that were assessed to be
difficult for pilots to make visual
approaches.
Earlier this year, Air India had

to cancel some of its flights to the
US as airlines globally scrambled
to reschedule flights amid con-
cerns thattherolloutof 5G mobile
servicesin the US could potentially
interfere with aircraft navigation
systems. Since then, the FAA has
issued several directives toairlines
to install certain filters or modify
theirequipment toensure that 5G
airwaves do not interfere with
their navigation systems.

Theissue of interference with
other services has been raised by
other industries as well. With the
guard band between the 5G tele-
com and broadcast services nar-
rowing sharply, broadcasters have
cited multiple incidents of “dis-
ruptions” amid concerns over
possible interference and poten-
tial outages once full-scale 5G
services are launched across the
country.

Earlier this month, The Indian
Express had reported that the
broadcasting industry has sentin
representations to the govern-
ment in this regard, citing earlier
reports of service disruptions by
operators in places, such as Tamil
Nadu and parts of West Bengal.

Cumulative recovery rate
under IBC falls to 30.18%

Only ¥2,43,452.5 cr have been recovered till the end of Q2
FY23, as per an analysis of IBBI data done by Care Ratings

30.18%

The cumulative recovery
rate under the insolvency

resolution processes of
debt-ridden companies

\

declined at the end of the Qv

September quarter

benches since the implementation of the IBC in

5,893: Companies admitted by various NCLT ‘
2016. Only 9% ended in resolution

700/ The overall recovery
0ate impliesa

haircut for the lenders

The cumulative
430/0 recovery rate has
been on adowntrend,
fallinginQ1FY20 and 32.9%
inQ4 FY22 as larger
resolutions have already been
executed

39 0/ The share of the
0 various sectors has
largely remained constant,

with the manufacturing sector
accounting for the highest

3%: The share of corporate
debtors has continued to
remain the lowest. Of the total
admitted cases, as much as
1,807 ended in liquidation

Source: Care Ratings/PTI

3,008: Operational creditors filed
cases, and financial creditors filed
2,531 cases

INTERVIEW WITH CEO, PGIM INDIA MUTUAL FUND

‘Amid uncertainty, falling
risk appetite, India fared
better than major economies’

DESPITE GLOBAL turmoil, India
has performed better than many
other emerging economies. AJIT
MENON, chief executive officer,
PGIM India Mutual Fund told
HITESH VYAS and SANDEEP
SINGH that the country’s macro-
economic fundamentals remain
strong and it continues to be one
of the preferred destinations for
investors. While inflation and in-
terest rate hikes have been major
concern for economies and mar-
kets, he said that three-six months
back people were very concerned
about inflation and interest rate
hikes, but today much of that has
already got priced in or done

What has happened to the
global liquidity situation?

There was a situation when
liquidity was available globally on
tap and now, suddenly central
bankers the world over are sim-
ply looking at taking out that lig-
uidity. While that liquidity went
into people’s accounts to some ex-
tent, the rest of it was sloshing
around in banks, moving to hedge
funds and private equity (PEs)
players. Liquidity is currently get-
ting squeezed out completely. You
are going to have asset stress all
over,and thelargest guys will face
the impact.

How badly is this stress going
tohitIndia?

Around three-six months
back, people were very concerned
about inflation and interest rate
hikes, but today they feel that
much of that has already got
priced in or done. The narrative
now is that there could be a soft
landing or it could be something
where if growth tapers off, you
could potentially have the US
Federal Reserve cooling off.

When you look at India, we
have benefited from the whole
thing. Even if we have lost, we
have lost less than other emerg-
ing economies. There is attention
towards India, globally. There’s
hardly a large economy that can
boast of saying that even if the
World Bank or IMF says growthis
going to be 6.8 per cent and not 7
per cent, the growth is one of the
best among large economies.

The high-frequency numbers
on GST and toll collections, and
credit growth show that India is
relatively much better than other
economies. The balance sheets of
Indian corporate and banks are

Ajit Menon, chief executive officer, PGIM India Mutual Fund

very good. Though uneven, mon-
soons have been okay. So, at least
the fundamental foundation that
youneed to capture what is com-
ing ahead as an opportunity, is
pretty much there.

Indian markets have rallied in
the past few sessions as
concerns over global inflation
and growth have eased. Are
youstill cautious?

We remain cautious on global
developments. While the latest
inflation number is comforting,
central bankers have a very high
priority on containing inflation
and are unlikely to change their
stance based on few data points.
As aresult, concerns on global re-
cessionarereal and one should be
mindful of the likely impact of this
on financial markets including
Indian markets. India’s economy
isrelatively much stronger and at-
tracting global flows. We expect
this trend to continue.

How is higher inflation going
toimpact consumers and
demand going forward?
Higher inflation has a dispro-
portionate effect ondifferent seg-
ments of the market. There is an
impact of inflation but given that
we have a productive workforce, it
will not be much. The Reserve
Bank has become veryindepend-
ent compared to before, and its
mandate has changed with a tar-
get for inflation. It is not the infla-
tion which is dangerous but it is
the inflation expectation whichis
dangerous. Ifinflation expectation
becomes embedded, then it is
very difficult to turn the ship back.
Today, if you look at the spread in
the USorIndia, itindicates thatin-
flation expectation hasn’t gone

through the roof. People believe
that there is a pinch but the RBl is
taking the right actions.

What are the external sector
vulnerabilities for India?

There are some vulnerabilities
onthe external side as your (forex)
reserves are now dropping and
the current account deficit, which
used to be on an average 1.5-1.8
per cent, has suddenly widened
to 2.8 per cent (in Q1 2022-23).
This means that the external in-
vestor is still not going to come
withopenarms. It's good to know
thatthe dropinreservesislargely
because of MTM (mark-to-mar-
ket) and not necessarily only be-
cause of the outflows. On the
other side, FDI inflows, and inter-
est in India seem to be pretty ro-
bust. So, when you tick the boxes
and try to see them, of course,
there is uncertainty and the risk
appetite is falling, but from a
global point of view, when you
look at India, we are far better off
where we are.

Will higher interest rates and
slowing demand hurt the
investmentscenario?

So,itmight vary depending on
the kind of sector and stuff where
it might play out more or play out
less. When liquidity is getting
sucked out of the system by cen-
tral banks, the crazy evaluations
and the ability to throw money at
awall thatitwill stick somewhere
or the other, is now obviously dis-
appearing. People are paying
more attention and asking where
the quality business is. Where is
the cash? Show me the cash
whichisin the bank!

But, the opportunity is for the
first-movers everywhere.

Electoral Bonds: Govt pays <9.53 cr as SBI commission, printing costs

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 27

THE GOVERNMENT has shelled
out Rs 9.53 crore of taxpayers’
money towards commission
and printing costs of the
Electoral Bonds (EBs) issued to
fund political parties.

Atotal of Rs 7.63 crore, inclu-
sive of GST, has been charged to
the government as commission
so far, consequent to the sale of
Electoral Bonds in 22 phases,
Department of Economic
Affairs, Ministry of Finance, said
inits reply to the RTI application
filed by Commodore Lokesh K
Batra (Retd). State Bank of India
(SBI)is the only bank authorised

‘Old pension scheme to
burden future taxpayers’

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

NITI AAYOG Vice Chairman
Suman Bery on Sunday ex-
pressed concern over the revival
of Old Pension Scheme by some
states, saying it would burden fu-
ture taxpayers at a time when
India needs to focus on fiscal pru-
dence and promoting sustained
growth.

Inaninterview, Bery also un-
derlined the need for enhancing
capital expenditure and creating
a space for the private sector
through fiscal consolidation.

“l am slightly more worried
about the return to the Old
Pension Scheme (OPS). I think
thatis more of a concern because
the cost will be borne by future
taxpayers and citizens, not the
present,” he said.

The OPS, under which theen-
tire pension amount was given by

the government, was discontin-
ued by the NDA government in
2003 from April 1,2004. Under
the new pension scheme, em-
ployees contribute 10 per cent of
their basic salary towards pension
while the state government con-
tributes 14 per cent.

“I think political parties have
toexercise discipline, since we are
all working for a common cause
of growth of the Indian economy,
and for India to become a devel-
oped economy, you know the
long-term (objectives) needs to
be balanced against the short-
term (objectives),” Bery said.

Two Congress-ruled states,
Rajasthanand Chhattisgarh, have
already decided to implement
OPS while BJP-ruled Himachal
Pradesh has promised to restore
the scheme if voted to power in
the state. Jharkhand too has de-
cided torevert to OPS, while AAP-
ruled Punjab recently approved
the reimplementation of OPS.

to issue EBs to political parties.

“Anamount of Rs 1.90 crore,
inclusive of GST, has been levied
to the government so far to-
wards printing of Electoral
Bonds,” the RTI reply said.

The total amount collected
by parties through EBs has gone
up to Rs 10,791 crore from vari-
ous anonymous donors in 22
phases since 2018 when the
Electoral Bond Scheme was in-
troduced. As many as 93.67 per
cent of EBs are in Rs 1 crore de-
nomination.

Ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions in Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat, political parties re-
ceived Rs 545 crore in the 22nd
sale of anonymous Electoral
Bonds (EBs) conducted between

EBsISSUEDTO
FUND PARTIES

HAtotal of Rs 7.63
crore, inclusive of GST,
has been charged to
the governmentas
commission so far,
consequent to the sale
of Electoral Bondsin 22
phases, Department of
Economic Affair, said in
itsreply toa RTI query

October 1 and 10, according to
data available from State Bank
of India (SBI). Political parties re-
ceived EBs worth Rs 389.50

crore from donors in the previ-
ous sale in July this year.
Asmany as 738 EBsworth Rs
542.25 crore were redeemed by
parties in the latest phase, SBI
said in an earlier RTI reply.
Significantly, this amount has
been collected by the political
parties as Assembly electionsin
HP are scheduled in November
2022 and Gujarat by December.
According to the provisions
of the EB Scheme, only the polit-
ical parties registered under
Section 29A  of the
Representation of the People Act,
1951 (43 of 1951) and have se-
cured not less than one per cent
of the votes polled in the last
general election to the House of
the People or the Legislative

IDBI to continue as ‘Indian private
sector bank’ post strategic sale

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

THE GOVERNMENT S residual 15
per cent stake in IDBI Bank post
the strategicdisinvestment of the
lender will likely be considered as
‘public shareholding’ and a rea-
sonable period may be given to
the potential buyer to comply
with minimum public sharehold-
ing (MPS) norm, finance ministry
said on Sunday. IDBIBank will op-
erate as an ‘Indian private sector
bank’ after its strategic sale.
Department of investment
and public asset management
(Dipam) said that the winning
bidder will have no restriction on
undertaking a corporate restruc-
turing of the subsidiaries of the
bank.Italsosaid that certainasset
sizes and timing thresholds re-
lated to asset stripping would be
provided to give flexibility in op-

DIPAM CLARIFICATIONS

M The winning bidder will
have norestriction on
undertaking a corporate
restructuring of the
subsidiaries

M On October 7, the Centre

invited expressions of
interest for IDBI Bank and
offered to sell a total of
60.72% stake, including
30.48% from the govt and
30.24% from LIC

erations to the successful bidder.

“The aspects in respect of the
treatment of GOI's residual share-
holding and the appropriate tran-
sition period for MPS compliance
are under due consideration and
would, accordingly, be suitably
advised to the Qualified Interested
Parties at the request for proposal
stage,” Dipam said responding to
abatchof 167 queries from poten-
tial buyers. On October 7, the
Centre invited expressions of in-
terest forIDBIBankand offered to
sell a total of 60.72 per cent stake,

including 30.48 per cent from the
government and 30.24 per cent
from LIC, along with the transfer
of management control. Yet, both
the government and LICwill have
a34 per cent residual stake in the
lender (19 per centand 15 per cent
by LIC and government, respec-
tively).

According to Sebi, a company
is required to have a minimum
shareholding of 25 per cent within
one year of the merger with/ac-
quisition of a private company or
three years after listing. FE

New Delhi

Assembly, as the case may be, are
eligible to receive electoral
bonds. The Supreme Court has
adjourned the hearing of a pend-
ing plea challenging the EB
scheme to December 6. The pe-
titions were filed in 2017 chal-
lenging the provisions of Finance
Act 2017 which paved the way
for these anonymous bonds.

Interestingly, major political
parties have not disclosed the
amount they received through
Electoral Bonds. Further, as the
bonds are sold through a public
sector bank, the government
would come to know who is
funding which political party,
sources said.

Donors gave Rs 1,056.73
crore in 2018, Rs 5,071.99 crore

in 2019 and Rs 363.96 crore in
2020, Rs 1502.29 crore in 2021
and Rs 2,797 crore in 2022, SBI
had said.

Electoral Bonds are pur-
chased anonymously by donors
and are valid for 15 days from
the date of issue. A debt instru-
ment, these can be bought by
donors from a bank, and the po-
litical party can then encash
them. These can be redeemed
only by an eligible party by de-
positing the same in its desig-
nated account maintained with
abank. The bonds are issued by
SBI in denominations of Rs
1,000,Rs 10,000,Rs 1 lakh,Rs 10
lakh and Rs 1 crore. Only 25 po-
litical parties are eligible for re-
demption of electoral bonds.

Govt can’t violate
citizen privacy: MoS IT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 27

THE GOVERNMENT will not be
able to violate the privacy of cit-
izens under the proposed data
protection law as it will get ac-
cess to personal data only in ex-
ceptional circumstances like na-
tional security, pandemic and
natural disasters, Minister of
State for Electronics and IT
Rajeev Chandrasekhar said.
Speaking during an online
discussion, the minister said the
National Data Governance
Framework Policy has provision
for handling anonymisation of
data -- which is not part of the
draft Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Bill 2022.
Chandrasekhar also said the
proposed Data Protection Board
--which will adjudicate matters
related to data protection -- will
be independent and will not

have any government officer on
the board.

While responding to ques-
tions around privacy on Twitter
Live on Saturday evening, the
minister re-phrased the ques-
tion of a participant to clarify the
stand of the government and
provisions in the draft DPDP Bill
2022.

“Let us say that the govern-
ment wants to essentially violate
the privacy of citizens with this
law. [s it possible? That's the
question. The answer is no. The
bill and laws lay out in very clear
terms what are the exceptional
circumstances under which the
government can have access to
the personal data of Indian citi-
zens.... national security, pan-
demic, healthcare, natural disas-
ter,” Chandrasekhar said.

The draft DPDP Bill has ex-
empted certain entities notified
asdata fiduciaries by the govern-
ment from various compliances.
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KiM’s DAUGHTER CALLED ‘MOST BELOVED’ CHILD

Kim Jong Un took his daughter to a meeting with missile scientists in her second public ap-
pearance, in which state media called her Kim Jong Un's ‘most beloved’ child, deepening out-
side debate over whether she is being primed as his successor. Believed to Kim's second child
named Ju Ae and about 9 or 10 years old, she was first unveiled to the world last weekend.

= TOPOFTHE -
WORLD

Japan Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida. File

JAPAN
Onslidesince
Abedeath,PM’s

ratingat new low

PM FUMIO Kishida's pub-
lic support slipped to a
new low in a poll pub-
lished on Sunday, as a se-
ries of cabinet resigna-
tions has compounded
anger over the ruling
party's ties toa controver-
sial religious group.
Support for Kishida's cab-
inet fell to 33.1% from
37.6% a month ago in the
Kyodo news poll, his low-
estinthe agency's surveys
since he took office in
October 2021. It found dis-
approval at 51.6%, exceed-
ing 50% for the first time.
Kishida's support has
been sliding since the July
assassination of former
PM Shinzo Abe revealed
deep ties between ruling
politicians and the
Unification Church, a
group that critics say is
acult. REUTERS

SRILANKA
China’s free fuel

for Colombo

CHINA SAID on Sunday
that it has donated 10.6
million litres of diesel to Sri
Lankan farmers and fish-
ermen to facilitate their
work in the most affected
sectors of agriculture and
fishery.The vessel carrying
the fuel was received by Sri
Lanka's Minister of fish-
eries Douglas Devananda.
“The 10.6 million litres of
diesel donation by China
will be provided free of
costto2,32,749 farmers for
harvesting  3,42,266
hectares of paddy fields, 20
litres per hectare,” the
Chinese Embassy in
Colombo tweeted. Also
3,796 fishing vessels be-
low 40 feet would receive
1,000litres per vessel.” PTI

ETHIOPIA
Kidnappings,
lootingin Tigray
aftertruce

ALLIES of Ethiopia's fed-
eral military are looting
property and carrying out
mass detentions in Tigray,
according to eyewit-
nesses and aid workers. It
raises fresh concern
about alleged atrocities
more than three weeks
after the warring parties
signed a truce that diplo-
mats hoped would bring
an end to suffering in the
embattled region that's
home to more than 5 mil-
lion people. Tigray is still
largely cut off from the
rest of Ethiopia, although
aid deliveries into the re-
gion resumed after the
Nov. 2 cease-fire deal
signed in South Africa.AP

Nepal: Prime Minister Deuba’s party
emerges as single largest in elections

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
KATHMANDU, NOVEMBER 27

THE RULING Nepali Congress led
by PM Sher Bahadur Deuba on
Sunday maintained itslead asthe
single-largest party by winning 53
seats in the parliamentary polls.
Elections to the House of
Representatives (HoR) and seven
provincial assemblies were held
on November 20. The counting
of votes started on Monday.
The Nepali Congress has won
53 seats and the Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML)
secured 42 seatsin the elections.
The CPN-Maoist has emerged as
the third largest party with 17
seats while the CPN-Unified
Socialist has bagged 10 seats.
The newly-formed Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP) and pro-
Hindu Rastriya Prajatantra Party
have won 7 seats each.
Independent and other smaller
parties have emerged victorious

Belarus foreign
minister Makei

dies suddenly

REUTERS
NOVEMBER 27

BELARUS'S long-standing for-
eign minister has died suddenly,
the state news agency Belta re-
ported, two days before he was
meant to meet his Russian coun-
terpart, Sergei Lavrov.

Belta's report on Saturday did
not give further details.

Makei, 64, had held his post
since 2012. He attended a confer-
ence of the Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO) - a
military alliance of several post so-
viet states - earlier this week and
was to meet Lavrov on Monday.

Before the presidential elec-
tions and mass anti-government
protests in Belarus in 2020, Makei
hadbeenone of theinitiators of ef-
forts toimprove Belarus' relations
with the West and had criticised
Russia. However, he abruptly
changed his stance after the start
of the protests, saying they were
inspired by agents of the West.

Sher Bahadur Deuba’s allies
have decided to continue as
part of a new govt. File

on 21 seats. Out of the total 165
seats under direct voting, the re-
sults on 21 seats are still awaited.

The ruling five-party alliance
has won 85 seats, against 55
seats won by the alliance led by
CPN-UML. The ruling alliance
comprises the Nepali Congress
led by Deuba, CPN-Maoist led by
Pushpakamal Dahal Prachanda,
CPN-Unified Socialist headed by
Madhav Nepal, Mahantha
Thakur's Lokatantrik Samajwadi
Party and Rashtriya Janamorcha

Kathmandu: Several senior
political leaders, including
ministers and 60 incumbent
MPs, have been defeated
while many youngsters have
registered victories in Nepal's
parliamentary polls.

The RSP which was
formed just six months ago by
young leader Ravi
Lamichhane won seven par-
liamentary seats under direct
election and secured more
than one million votes under
proportionate method.

Two senior leaders of
Madhes-based parties who
lost the election are president

Many youth in, seniors out

of the Janata Samanwadi
Party Upendra Yadav and
Rajendra Mahato, the senior
leader of the Loktantrik
Samajwadi Party, the sixth
largest political party in Nepal.

Senior leaders of the
Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist)
(CPN-UML),wholost the elec-
tioninclude Ishwor Pokharel,
Surendra Pandey, Shankar
Pokharel and Pradip Gyawali.

Other top leaders who
were defeated are CPN-
Maoist Centre’s Dev Gurung,
Pampha Bhushal, and
Girirajmani Pokharel. ~ PTI

led by Chitra Bahadur.

Deuba and Prachanda met
on Saturday and agreed to con-
tinue their five-party alliance as
part of a majority government.

A party or a coalition needs

138 seats for a clear majority.
Under proportionate voting, the
CPN-UML came first, securing
more than 2.5 million votes and
the Nepali Congress received 2.3
million votes. PTI

ITALY LANDSLIDE: RESCUE ON

Rescuers in Ischia, Italy, on Sunday, the second day after an enormous landslide hit the
Italian holiday island. Two bodies have been pulled out of the mud so far, officials said.
Giacomo Pascale, the mayor of the neighboring town of Lacco Ameno, said, “We are

continuing the search with our hearts broken.” Reuters

Amid spreading protests in China, a novel
symbol of deﬁance — blank sheets of paper

REUTERS
SHANGHAI, BEIJING,NOV 27

CHINESE PROTESTERS have
turned to blank sheets of paper
to express their anger over
Covid-19 restrictions in a rare,
widespread outpouring of pub-
lic dissent that has gone beyond
social media to some of China's
streets and top universities.

Images and videos circulated
online showed students at uni-
versities in cities including
Nanjing and Beijing holding up
blank sheets of paper in silent
protest, a tactic used in part to
evade censorship or arrest.

The latest wave of anger was
triggered by an apartment fire
that killed 10 people on
Thursday in Urumgi, a far west-
ern city where some people had
been locked down for as long as
100 days, fueling speculation
that Covid lockdown measures
may have impeded residents' es-
cape.

One widely shared video said

Avigil in Shanghai for victims of an apartment fire that
killed 10 persons in Urumgqi, Xinjiang region, Reuters

to be from Saturday, which could
not be verified, showed a lone
woman standing on the steps of
the Communication University
of China in the eastern city of
Nanjing with a piece of paper be-
fore an unidentified man walks
into the scene and snatches it

away.

Other images showed
dozens of other people subse-
quently taking to the university's
steps with blank sheets of
paper,illuminated against the
night sky by flashlights from
their mobile phones.

A man could later be seen
chiding the crowd for their
protest. "One day you'll pay for
everything you did today," he
said.

Similar sheets of paper could
be seen held by people gather-
ing on the grounds of Beijing's
prestigious Tsinghua University
to sing the Chinese national an-
them on Sunday.

Protesters were advised to
bring a sheet of white paper to at
least one planned demonstra-
tion, according to tips being
shared in chat groups seen by
Reuters.

Several Internet users
showed solidarity by posting
blank white squares or photos of
themselves holding blank sheets
of paper on their WeChat time-
lines or on Weibo. By Sunday
morning, the hashtag "white pa-
per exercise"” was blocked on
Weibo, prompting users to
lament the censorship.

“If you fear a blank sheet of
paper, you are weak inside,” one
Weibo user posted.

CALLED ‘M1ss CONTEST’, THE PAGEANTS ARE HELD EVEN AT PEDIGREED UNIVERSITIES

‘Whole university culture contaminated’: Inside Japan’s skin-deep beauty pageants

MOTOKORICH &
HIKARIHIDA
NOVEMBER 27

YUKIIOZUMI was fretting about
how her shoulders mightlookin
awedding dress.

“I feel like I look too muscu-
lar,” said the tiny-framed lozumi,
20, relating how her friends had
told her that practicing karate
had changed her body. “I think
it's not so feminine.”

Traditional femininity was her
goal. Although Iozumi, a second-
year community studies major,
wasn'’t getting married, she was
competing inabeauty pageantat
Aoyama Gakuin University in

Tokyo — part of a wildly popular,
and unabashedly skin-deep, phe-
nomenon at Japanese universi-
ties known as “Miss Con.”

The pageants, called Miss
Contest in full, are staged at nu-
Merous campuses across Japan,
including at pedigreed universi-
ties like the University of Tokyo
and Keio University that are con-
sidered training grounds for elite
political and business leaders.

While beauty pageants per-
sist in the West, what is different
inJapanis that they are sponsored
by student groups at institutions
that proclaim august principles of
intellectual achievement and
preparation for professional life.
The contests also perpetuate a

culture that often places women
inrigid gender roles.

InJapan, the Miss Con finalists
attract thousands of followers on
social media and offers of corpo-
rate sponsorship. Some go on to
modeling gigs. During the contest
campaign period, academics are
rarely mentioned.

The pageants are regarded as
pipelines for television announc-
ersand “talents” —women who
appear on variety, comedy and
even news talk shows, where
they are valued more for their
looks than for their skills or
knowledge. Although there are
contests for both women and
men, it is the women who draw
the most attention.

Finalists of the Miss Mister Aoyama pageants in Tokyo. NYT

“Itisaplace wherealotof cute
and pretty women are already as-
sembled. We don’t even have to

golooking for them,” said Tasuku
Ito, atalent agency manager at the
Furutachi Project in Tokyo.

SHOCKED, APPALLED: PARTY CHIEF IMRAN

Pak Senator held for
‘abusing’ Generals

FIR says PTI leader started ‘a highly obnoxious campaign
against govt functionaries, including General Qamar Bajwa’

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, NOVEMBER 27

PAKISTAN AUTHORITIES on
Sunday arrested a Senator of
Imran Khan-led Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) party for al-
legedly using abusive and threat-
ening language against senior
military officials.

Azam Swati was taken into
custody by Federal Investigation
Agency for the second time in
less than two months for tweets
against army leaders.

An FIR was registered on the
complaint of the state through
Islamabad Cyber Crime
Reporting Centre (CCRC)
Technical Assistant Aneesur
Rehman. The FIR stated that Swati
and three other Twitter accounts
— @WDolf1Ak, @HageeqatTV_20
and @Azaadi99 — “with malafide
intentions and ulterior motives,
started [a] highly obnoxious cam-
paign of intimidating tweets ... |
against state institutions” and
senior officials, including Army
Chief General Qamar Bajwa.

Swati on November 26
tweeted that he would go aftera
senior military official at every
forum, the FIR stated.

On November 24,
@Wolf1Ak on November 24
stated that “tabdeeli” had to be-
gin by clearing the filth of the
“corrupt generals” from the
Army, to which Swati replied
with “thank you”.

Taking to Twitter, Khan said
he was “shocked and appalled at
how rapidly we are descending
into not just a banana republic
but a fascist state”. PTI

PTI Senator Azam Swati. File

Second time
intwo months

EXPLAINED

E.

SWATIWAS earlier held
in October after a tweet
against Bajwa and has al-
leged he was tortured on
behest of ISI's Maj Gen
Faisal Naseer. Days after
release, his wife received
avideo showing themin
compromising situation.

Army rejects claims about
Gen Bajwa, family’s assets

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, NOVEMBER 27

THE PAKISTAN Army broke its si-
lence on Sunday to reject reports
that its outgoing chief General
Qamar Javed Bajwa's family
members and relatives became
‘billionaires’ during his six-year
tenure, terming them as “mis-
leading” and based on
“blatant lies.”

According to a report pub-
lished by the FactFocus website,
the alleged tax records of Gen
Bajwa's family, the current mar-
ket value of the known assets
and business of the army chief,
amounted to Rs 12.7 billion.

Following this, the govern-
ment launched a probe and
suspended two officers from
service for their involvement
in leaking the tax records of
Gen Bajwa and his family
members.

AFTERHER ARREST ON NOV 23: REPORT

In video, Khamenei’s
niece urges world to
cut ties with Tehran

REUTERS
DUBAI,NOVEMBER 27

IRANIAN SUPREME Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei's niece,a
well known rights activist, has
called on foreign governments to
cutall ties with Tehran over its vi-
olent crackdown on popular un-
rest kindled by the death in po-
lice custody of a young woman.

A video of a statement by
Farideh Moradkhani, an engi-
neer whose late father was a
prominent opposition figure
married to Khamenei's sister,
was being widely shared online
after what activist news agency
HRANA said was her arrest on
November 23.

“O free people, be with us
and tell your governments to
stop supporting this murderous
and child-killing regime,”
Moradkhani said in the video.
“This regime is not loyal to any of
its religious principles and does
not know any rules except force
and maintaining power.”

Khamenei's office did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

The video was shared on
YouTube on Friday by her
brother, France-based
Mahmoud Moradkhani and

Beauty is more narrowly de-
fined in Japan than in the West.
Women with girlish features,
round eyes and rail-thin bodies
— those who are considered
“kawaii,” or cute — feature
prominently in television dra-
mas, pop groups, advertise-
ments and even anime.

In recent years, however,
some students and faculty
members at Japanese universi-
ties have begun questioning the
basis of such pageants. Critics as-
sail them for imposing stereo-
typical beauty standards, and say
they are inconsistent with the
values of a university.

“I personally think that this
beauty contest among university

New Delhi

Farideh
Moradkhani
isarights
activist

then by Iranian rights activists.

On November 23, Mahmoud
Moradkhani reported his sister's
arrest as she was heeding a court
order to appear at the Tehran
prosecutor's office. Farideh had
been arrested earlier this year by
Iran's Intelligence Ministry and
later released on bail.

HRANA said she was in
Tehran's Evin security prison.
Moradkhani, it said, had earlier
faced a 15-year prison sentence
on unspecified charges.

Farideh Moradkhani added
inhervideo: "Now is the time for
all free and democratic countries
to recall their representatives
from Iran as a symbolic gesture
and to expel the representatives
of this brutal regime from their
countries.”

In 2012, Faezeh Hashemi
Rafsanjani, the daughter of late
former president Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani, was sentenced to jail
for "anti-state propaganda".

students is simply outrageous,
because it promotes physical ap-
pearance and the marketability
of young women in a Japanese
society where that kind of cul-
ture and value is already so
prevalent,” said Hae-bong Shin,a
law professor at Aoyama Gakuin
and the head of a newly formed
gender research center. “The
whole university culture is con-
taminated by that.”

Atsome universities, student
organizers have sought to pre-
serve the pageants by shifting
the focus toward character and
social messaging.

At Sophia University in Tokyo,
organizers asked each candidate
to select a societal challenge as a

“Itis totally untrue and based
on blatant lies and malice,” a
statement from the Pakistan
Army's media wing, Inter-
Services Public Relations, said.

The website, which describes
itself as a "Pakistan-based digi-
tal media news organisation
working on data-based inves-
tigative news stories", shared the
alleged wealth statements of
Gen Bajwa and his family from
2013 to 2021 last week.

It claimed the assets of
Bajwa's wife went from zero in
2016 to Rs 2.2 billion (declared
and known) in six years.

The report also alleged the
total worth of the declared assets
of Mahnoor Sabir (Bajwa's
daughter-in-law) jumped from
zeroinlast week of October 2018
toRs 1,271 million on November
2, 2018, while assets of
Mahnoor's sister Hamna Naseer
went from zero in 2016 to “bil-
lions” by 2017.

Russia to ban
its ‘surrogacy
service’ for
foreigners

REUTERS
NOVEMBER 27

RUSSIA WILL soon adopt a law
barring foreigners from using
Russian surrogate mothers,
Vyacheslav Volodin, the speaker
of the lower house of parliament
said on Sunday, the nation's
Mother's Day.

Paid surrogacy is legal in
Russia, but the practice has been
criticised by religious groups as
commercialising birth of children.

“Everything must be done to
protect children by prohibiting
foreigners from using the surro-
gacy service,” Volodin said on
Telegram. “We will make this de-

cision at the beginning
of December.”
He said some 45,000 babies

born by surrogate mothers have
been taken abroad in the past
few years. “Child trafficking is
unacceptable,” he added.

The Ukrainian government
says Russia has forcibly deported
more than 12,000 Ukrainian
children since invading Ukraine,
while 440 have died in the war
and hundreds are missing.

Russia denies forced depor-
tations, saying the movement of
people into Russia from Ukraine
has been to protect civilians from
Ukrainian soldiers.

personal theme and post mes-
sages on social media. Last year,
when Sophia’s newly redesigned
grand finale was staged online,
one female contestant hid her
face, trying to convey that beauty
was no longer the focus of the
event. (She did not win).

But the runner-up last year,
Mai Egawa, 21, who is majoring
in African studies, said that
whenever she posted on social
media about her interest in
Rwanda, she received com-
ments telling her “you’re cute”.

“If the people who are watch-
ing the contest don’t change,”
she said, “then it’s difficult to
change the perception of
the contest.” NYT
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Anuradha Mascarenhas: During the
pandemic, you've been among the
most significant scientific voices. You
still had two more years leftin your
tenure at the World Health
Organisation (WHO) when you decided
toreturn. How was your stint at the
WHO and what prompted your return?

When [ moved to the WHO at the end
0f2017,Iwas the head of the Indian Council
for Medical Research (ICMR), and Secretary,
Health Research. It was not anywhere in
my plans to join the WHO in any capacity.
When it came, I felt it would be a good op-
portunity. The Indian government, too, was
very supportive and there was no question
of a long-term commitment to the WHO.
Now, of course, the way things turned out,
I became the first chief scientist and built
the science division. Then we were into the
pandemic at the end of 2019. So the last
three-and-a-half years were really about
developing a vision, a strategy, putting in
place the processes, and applying all of that
to the pandemic.

The pandemic turbocharged the whole
science portfolio of WHO and it became
very visible and central. Today, health has
become the frontand centre of every global
leader and politician’s vision and portfolio.
So,inthat sense, the WHO's role and image
were upgraded to the point where heads of
state were, I think, for the first time, com-
ing to the WHO on a regular basis. Earlier it
was basically our interaction with the
Ministries of Health.

There’s never a time when you can say,
‘my jobis finished, and [ can go home’. But
I do feel that I've put the science division,
and some of the processes on a path
where they're very stable, secure and in-
tegrated. Now it’s time for me to take ona
fresh challenge.

AnuradhaMascarenhas: A recent
Lancet report commented on
centralisation of power at the WHO
with respect to the Deputy General’s
office under Dr Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus. What was your
experience like?

[ think it's very easy to make comments
about personalities but Dr Tedros should be
judged on his achievements. Various lead-
ership styles are different, but if you look at
his team’s achievements — managing the
biggest pandemic we’ve had in 100 years
with very strong global and science-based
leadership, plus the
moral authority, and

tions because the current vaccines are good
atpreventing severe diseases, notso good at
stopping infections or transmission. And
this is why we say that the pandemic s not
yet finished. The emergency committee had
its last meeting in October, and they con-
tinue with the public health emergency of
international concern.

Kaunain Sheriff M: The countries
which have the mRNA technology are
now using the bivalent vaccines, which
provide immunity to the previous
variant as well as Omicron. However, in
India, the boosters are predominantly
those that have not been tested on
Omicron-specific variants. Although
we are not seeing an increase in
hospitalisations, what is the way
forward for India? Do you think that we
need to re-engineer our own
technologies here?

There is no clear proof that these biva-
lent vaccines offer better protection. The
studies, so far, have shown that they elicit
neutralising antibodies, which you expect
abooster to do. According to the Moderna
results, which just came out, the antibody
levels went up by five or six times. But if
you give aregular booster with the original
strain, the antibody levels go up several-
fold. And there are no clinical studies with
clinical outcomes to show that the biva-
lent boosters are better than this. So the
concept was that they would broaden the
immune response to a wider spectrum of
variants. But there is a lot of research go-
ing on. I think even in India, the manufac-
turers are looking at updating their vac-
cines to include Omicron-specific antigens.

ButIdon'tthink that countries thatdon't
have access to the bivalent vaccine boost-
ers are at any big disadvantage as of now.
There could be some very minor advan-
tages to having that bivalent booster but the
original spike protein is also giving you a
broad immunity. What is interesting is that
the mix-and-match approach, where you
take mRNA with either a subunit protein or
adenoviral-based vaccine as a booster, ap-
pears to be much better.

Kaunain Sheriff M: We are seeinga
significant number of patients,
especially the young, complaining of
complications after a few months of
Covid, presenting blood clots, brain fog,
fatigue, and gastrointestinal issues.
Whatis the way
forward onlong

the call for equitable Over the last 30-40 years, Covidc?(llldhowdo
equity atevery turn — . we tackle

these are unprece- the core fundlng of the thisatan

dented. Everybody __ internationallevel?
will agree that his WHO has gone down [ think it has to be

leadership during
this difficult, highly

less than 20 per cent. The

tackled locally, and
not at the interna-

politicised periodsof 80 per cent is voluntary  tional level. In many
the pandemic fund;i f tri studies from high-in-
was exemplary. unding irom countries come countries, they

What he’s also  and from philanthropic have been able to fol-
been able todoiis el- . . . lowupand document
evate health, and the organis ations, which the fatigue syndrome,
health discourse, to the neurological syn-
the need for invest- means that the WHO drome with the fog
ments in health. No does not have full and not being able to
previous DG was concentrate or work.
ever part of the G-20 freedom to work on Then you have respi-
or invited to G7 dis- . N ratory syndrome with
cussions. Probably, 1ts priorities breathlessness. But
he was able todo this there are other issues

because he comes

with that political

background. The third bit is the sustain-
able financing of the WHO, which has
been a huge barrier. Over the last 30-40
years, the core funding of WHO has gone
down — less than 20 per cent. The 80 per
cent is voluntary funding from countries
and from philanthropic organisations,
which means that the WHO does not have
the full freedom to work on its priorities.
The whole move to increase the AC fund-
ing, which are the assessed contributions
from countries, which now the executive
board has agreed to act upon, will increase
gradually. This gives more power to WHO
to focus on the areas which are otherwise
underfunded. Next, putting science at the
centre. The rest of the things are a matter
of style. And one can always either appre-
ciate them or criticise them.

Anuradha Mascarenhas: Experts tell us
that the virus is going to be around but
will be less fatal. What, according to
you, is the possibility of an impact by
future variants? Is there aneed fora
booster dose?

I've highlighted the need for a booster
dose many times. The booster uptake in
most countries is too low — I'm talking
about the first booster, the third dose, which
probably less than 20 per cent of people in
India have taken. It’s clear now that you
need that third dose to give you longer-last-
ing immunity. And of course, many coun-
tries are going into fourth and fifth doses,
which we're not recommending. I think, we
still need to study the duration of protec-
tion and need more data. But in terms of
what the virus is going to do next, there is
stillan element of unpredictability. We have
been lucky that in the last 10 or 11 months,
Omicron has evolved. And we've had about
300 sub-lineages of Omicron, which we are
now tracking. Though a majority of them
continue to evolve to be more transmissi-
ble, every time you get a new strain, it over-
takes the previous one, and you get a fresh
wave of infections. But that has not trans-
lated into increasing deaths. So our vaccines
are working. But whether the next variant
will end up being more clinically severe, we
don’t know, we'll have to continue to track
it for some time.

It's a new virus, it’s still evolving, still
adapting. This is why we need to be cau-
tious. And we still need to do the R&D for
new, better vaccines that can prevent infec-

which are gastroin-

testinal besides in-
creased incidence of diabetes, cardiovas-
cular disease, and stroke, which seem tobe
occurring six to 12 months after somebody
has recovered. One of the reasons why we
don’t want people to start taking it very ca-
sually and saying it's another cold is be-
causeit’s not. Because even with an asymp-
tomatic infection, there is a small
percentage of people who can have these
long COVID symptoms.

What we need is more of a systematic
follow-up and studies. Plus, of course, the
provision of care for people who are suffer-
ing from the symptoms in terms of it...
mostly symptomatic rehabilitation, phys-
iotherapy, etc, and guidance counselling,
because I think there can be alarge burden
of this which is not recognised right now.
And also, because in India there is a large
burden of non-communicable diseases al-
ready. The baseline of hypertension and di-
abetesis very high amongyoung adults and
having had a Covid infection could actually
trigger some changes. We know that it
causes inflammatory changes, that it
alters the coagulation pathways
and causes vascular thrombo-
sis. Therecouldbetheper- =%
sistence of the virus. g
These are all possi-

DR SOUMYA SWAMINATHAN

[t's anew
virus, it’s still
evolving, still
adapting. We

still need to
be cautious

Dr Soumya Swaminathan, Chief Scientist, WHO, on
quitting the UN agency, the way forward with long
Covid, and a desperate need for high-level governance
to avoid a future pandemic. The conversation was
moderated by Senior Editor Anuradha Mascarenhas
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WHY SOUMYA SWAMINATHAN

Soumya Swaminathan, who was appointed World Health
Organisation’s (WHO) first chief scientist in 2019, has been
an important voice in the world’s largest health agency. A
pediatrician who is globally recognised for her research on
TB and HIV, Swaminathan has served as Secretary to the
Government of India for Health Research and Director
General of the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR),
before taking up the post of Deputy Director General
(Programmes) at WHO. With the setting up of a science
division at WHO, she has been a pathfinder during

the pandemic
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bilities that people have suggested which
could be the causative mechanisms or
pathogenetic mechanisms behind long
Covid. It’s not yet proven, and therefore
there isn’t a specific treatment for it.

There arereports one sees in the media,
where more people seem to be dying of
stroke, but those anecdotal things are not
evidence. So you need a controlled group
that you follow and study.

Kaunain Sheriff M: The vaccines that
we are giving are to reduce the severity
of the disease but certain platforms like
the nasal vaccine can potentially
reduce the transmission. Do you think
in the next phase, especially of the
Covid vaccine development, we need to
address the stopping of transmission of
thevirus?

That would be ideal because then you
don’t have post-Covid and asymptomatic
infections. Also, more than people beingill,
now whenyou test positive, you have toiso-
late. You're off from work for five days, or
your child can'tgoto school. Orif youend up
going, then you're infecting other people.
So it does have economic consequences,
and therefore a vaccine that can actually
prevent infection could be fantastic. It's a
long shot. There are very few vaccines that
provide that kind of sterilising immunity or
transmission-blocking immunity. But it’s
possible that a combination of injectable
and the nasal vaccine may be able todo that.
Currently, the WHO Solidarity vaccine trial
istesting the Codagenix nasal vaccine that's
produced by the Serum Institute of India.
It’s possible that we will add other nasal vac-
cines to that trial. There are several nasal
vaccines that are in trial now. We need to
wait for the results.

Once we develop confidence in these
platforms, the next step is todevelop a pan-
coronavirus vaccine or a universal coron-
avirus vaccine because you could have, at
some stage, another outbreak or pandemic
with another coronavirus.

Parthasarathi Biswas: When the
vaccines were rolled out, the DG of the
WHO was very critical of the advanced
countries for hogging vaccines. In the
run for vaccines, how are developing
countries in Africa placed? Are we
looking at a world where COVID will
continue in some parts while in others
there will be an excess of vaccines?
Ifyoulookat global
coverage, it’s around

been an analysis showing that 200,000
deaths in the US could have been pre-
vented if those people had taken a vac-
cine. They had access toit, they just didn’t
take it. And while the anti-vax agenda
may start in one country or be driven by
some political ideology, unfortunately,
these things have a way of spreading. They
are now beginning to even impact routine
immunisation coverage in countries in
Affrica. It's a very dangerous trend.

Rinku Ghosh: Arecent report said that

climate change and the melting of

polar ice caps are releasing more

viruses and bacteriainto our

ecosystem. What is the kind of future

you foresee with the multiplication of
ingviruses?

Yes, global warming is melting ice
caps, which are releasing bacteria, viruses,
and fungi that have been under snow. But
deforestation, increasing urbanisation, the
contact of wild and domestic animals, il-
legal trade in wildlife, as well as globali-
sation enable a virus to travel from a re-
mote village to the world in 36 hours
today. Because we are connected.

In the case of global threats like cli-
mate change and pandemics, we need an-
timicrobial resistance. No country cando
it on its own and hope to be successful.
You need a high-level governance of how
would you look at these threats. It needs
to be a multi-sectoral, multi-department,
multi-ministry, and multi-disciplinary ap-
proach. Then, you have to narrow it down
further and ask what we need in terms of
surveillance. Are we doing good animal,
environmental and human health surveil-
lance? How do these systems talk to each
other? What are the signals that you
would pick up as being a warning? For ex-
ample, the WHO has a system called the
Epidemic Intelligence from Open Source
(EIOS).It means you use Al to scan the me-
dia, grey literature, press and reports and
you come up with 4,000 or 10,000 signals
in a week. Out of that, somebody has to
go through and find which signals are sig-
nificant enough for us to investigate. Then
you investigate a few 100 of them. And
maybe one or two of them turn out to be
bad ones, which turn into an outbreak or
something. That has to be systematically
established. Today, using digital tools, you
candoalotofthis. Thenyouneed thean-
alytical capacity and the authority to act.

This ability to act
has to start from

70 per cent with the . . . the district level be-
p‘rimjary course pf vac- The main Chauenge inTBis sides beipg able to
cination, and it is only that we don’t have a gOOd communicate very
25 per cent for the low- rapidly. So that’s a

and middle-income
countries (LMIC). In

vaccine. TB is a more

pillar of surveil-
lance. Then you

the LMIC, India’s aver- complex pathogen than have a pillar of clin-
age is also quite high. ; ; ical care — what do
Butyouwill find thatin Covid and rooted in you need to do if
the low-income coun- poverty and suddenly there’san
tries group, which is a .. outbreak of a hem-
World Bank classifica- undernutrition. There orrhagicillnessora
tion, they are signifi- needstobe a global mission respiratory viralill-
cantly lower than the ness? We can learn

other three groups. So
we're talking only
about primary vacci-
nation here, there’s no
question of boosters.
There’s a long way to

led by India and a few other
high-burden countries to
develop a better vaccine

from states like
Kerala that man-
aged Nipah very
well. Then, you
have apillar of R&D
to have some ca-

go. Even if you look at
coverage for those
above 60 and healthcare workers, it is
around 30 per cent to 40 per cent in those
LICs. There’s a lack of health system ca-
pacity, manpower, and chronic issues of
conflict. Many of these are in conflict
countries, so it's very complex. They have
made improvements. Through Covax, we
set up a vaccine delivery partnership, led
by UNICEF and all the other partners, to
go to these 34 countries with less than 10
per cent coverage at the end of 2022. The
DG'’s goal was to have 40 per cent coverage
of all populations by the end of December
2021,and 70 per cent by June 2022. Now,
having worked very intensively, and pro-
vided a lot of support — technical, finan-
cial — there are now maybe nine or 10
countries left that still have less than 10
per cent coverage. Many of them have
now significantly moved up. In some
countries, yes, vaccines are now being dis-
carded because of excess stocks, which
have not been used. In high-income coun-
tries, the US, for example, the coverage is
not as high as it could be because they
have access to vaccines. It is the vaccine
hesitancy and the politicisation of the vac-
cination programme that has resulted in
a very, unfortunately, significant pro-
portion of the American population
_.not being vaccinated. There has

Hlustration: Suvajit Dey

New Delhi

pacity to develop
the countermea-
sures, whether it's diagnostics or drugs or
vaccines. Then you may have a pillar of
community engagement and then risk
communication. You could think of those
verticals but the most important is that it
involves all the veterinary, animal, envi-
ronmental as well as human health, peo-
ple including social and behavioural sci-
entists, who will be very keen to deal with
that community-level approach. So while
you can organise it top-down, you
also have tobuild this awareness from the
bottom-up.

We cannot stop outbreaks. I think that's
beyond the capacity of human beings. But
we canact early to prevent them from be-
coming larger epidemics or pandemics.

Ankita Upadhyay: As India has reported
very few cases of monkeypox, should
we still remain vigilant?

Monkeypox is going down globally. We
definitely need to continue to monitor. The
cases in India, I think, were probably im-
ported cases, with infection acquired
abroad. They were detected and isolated.
Sowe were able to break the chain of trans-
missions. I think that way, it was very good.
It shows you why countries need to be
alerted. As of now, I think there’s not a great
worry in India.

Anonna Dutt: India has set 2025 as the
deadline to eliminate TB. Is that
possible? Does the vaccine have arole
to play in this quest for elimination?

Interms of TB, the goals are aspirational.
So we may not achieve that exact goal by
2025 because we are far fromit. Butit'sim-
portant to set an ambitious goal and try to
doeverything to achieve it. The main chal-
lenge in TBis that we don’t have a good vac-
cine. So we need much more investment.
India can do a lot more in developing new
vaccines, particularly using the new plat-
form technologies and its capacity in the
public and private sectors. There needs to
be a global mission led by India and a few
other high-burden countries to develop a
better TB vaccine. TB is a more complex
pathogen than Covid. TBis not a simple bio-
medical disease. It's very much rooted in
poverty and undernutrition. It requires a
multi-sectoral approach. But I think India
has not only high-level political leadership,
but also the resources to find better tools,
and also to do more field and implemen-
tation research.
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
It's time for second
chances, especially if
you're regretting any
mistakes. Don't

expect anything too wonderful

today, but, as the week passes,
you may begin to deal with old
memories and lay certain
ghosts to rest. The answers to
your questions may be found
where you least expect them.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Today's lunar
alignments are not
exactly restful, partly
because your

traditional, comfortable habits

will be challenged, but also
because you might have to shell
out a little more money than
usual. Yet extravagance is
sometimes a cosmic necessity.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Something rather
@ happen. The theme
for the week is
open, revealing secrets and
uncovering the truth. You might
find, and you may decide to
alter your plans as a result.
Enough has been
@ said about your
and also about any
involvement in a partner's
of sounding like a cracked
record, | must remind you that
months have passed, a number
of old emotional issues will

strange is about to
bringing hidden things into the
be rather surprised by what you
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

professional hopes,
ambitions. However, at the risk
from now until another three
return to the top of the agenda.

ACROSS DOWN | ] .- ARIU! -

1 Step on it before the opening (7) 1To be hesitant is not entirely HMM, WOl STRANGE ! ; E]rfasl-ac?llgllsee;ggs to SACITT Thse( ]?A%‘g?wiﬂec 2)

(SSI;Iegotlate for free entertainment ?l;g(ejset féid O i your sign happens encourage you to

& el like an unerateful &) 1 once amonth, imagine that the

bl o g 3 Chain letters (4 i regular as clockwork, though world lies at your
renchman (9) ain letters (4) H the dates vary. When this feet. There's a certain magicin

9 A good starting point for a drive
3)

10 About to include itin the
ceremony (4)

12 Went and got married again?
(8)

14 The Romans offered one to
people with bread (6)

15 A close arrangement for
comfort (6)

17 Serious crime publication not

4 Works for degrees? The ones
here have point (6)

5He’s willing to let others succeed
(8)

6 Keep in mind what the host will
do(9)

7 Foot pedal that could be altered
(7)

11 Overworked pupils? (5,4)

13 Not quite free to give the result
of the division (8)

T

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

REMEMBER, MARVIN...\ | |

T e i

happens, as it does today, other
people are mysteriously
motivated to challenge your
feelings and decisions. Listen
carefully to their good advice,
though.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

@ Alittle hard work

never did anyone
any harm. The only

the air, which lends you the
courage and confidence
necessary to succeed. As soon
as you decide that something
should be done, other people
will have tofall into line.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)

@ Keep yourself to

yourself if you wish.
After all, nobody has

for northern readers? (8) ) 14 Dismiss amoney handler (7) CADDY |5 N o trouble with your any automatic right
18 They travel fast and their return 16 Fine stuff we drop all over the FHARGE WHILE [ POM'T THIME solar chartis thatwheneverthe  to pry into your private affairs.
is celebrated (4) ] place (6) - EITHER OME GF: Moon favours a businesslike The best way to use your
e o dourtat W oONE US BELIBVES | | mammiiine phemommeli,
22 Try anew road venue (9) 20 Material needed to provide irresponsibility. But, then, as and then to involve yourselfin
24 Transplanted trees (5) grassy area(4) i people who are familiar with activities with a charitable
25 Resonant sound about metal 23 The charm of the West Indies? : you know, you are a slant.
railing (7) (3) 4 complicated person.
g P P AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
2 LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) If youimagined
Solu!:ions Crossword 4909: Across: 1Disaster, 5 Croc, 9 Layer,10 Pergola, 11 _." Mercury, the thatone particular
Looklng_after. 13 Inkpo!f, 14 Steppe, 17 Poet laureate, 20 Antacid, 21 Evens, 22‘ Eons, T celestial trickster, social liaison had
23 Presides. Down: 1Dill, 2 Shylock, 3 Stroke of luck, 4 Expand, 6 Roost, 7 Chairmen, |_ is plaving a new disappeared for
8 Break the news, 12 Misplace, 15 Pithead, 16 Murder, 18 Eaten, 19 Isis. i E‘ rollje izyc%ur solar ever thinkagainghere is
chart, rewarding all of you everything to be gained from
who never gave up hope, reopening old contacts, even
even when there seemed no those which involve a fair
J U M B L E D WO R D S chance of success. Over thenext ~ degree of pain or regret. You
Difficulty Level 3s Ly two or three weeks, you will might soon discover that
Instructions T 5] g ] have an opportunity, a slight somebody who you thought
o 3 i ! :
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, 1 = | T | 2 | a8 | 5 ? | 631 | 4 | g one admittedly, to right a never cared for you is really
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get N everydigitfrom1to9 4 7 g 41{7l5 2 91368 wrong. rather well-disposed.
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On this day 5033704Y Rfn Bir Bahadur Ale of 5/1

E Gorkha Rifles made the supreme sacrifice during
.~ 'OP CACTUS LILLY-1971' on 28 Nov 1971 in a true
5@ act of courage and valour. The brave soldier will
always be remembered for his enthusiasm. To this
il prave heart we pledge that we shall always be
guided by his immortal spirit and make his name proud.

CO AND ALL RANKS, 5/1 GORKHA RIFLES

OSBI

Anytime Channels, Corporate Centre, 3rd Floor,
World Trade Centre Arcade, Cuff Parade, Mumbai - 400 005

CORRIGENDUM - |

RFP No.SBI/ACV/2022-23/003-A Dated:04.11.2022
In reference to above RFP for Procurement of 6750 Branch Managed
CAPEX ATMs under phase XV, a Corrigendum is issued and
can be accessed from procurement news on the Bank's website
https:/bank.sbiand portal https:/e.tender.sbi/SBI/.

Also the Last date and Time for submission of bids is extended
upto3PMon 03.12.2022.

Sd/-
Deputy General Manager
(Implementation &Rollout)

Place: Mumbai
Date:28.11.2022

<= BRIDGE AND ROOF CO. (INDIAI LTD.
iyl (A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ENTERPRSES]
£IH Ha. I2T310WB1920 008003601
*HANKARIL CENTRE, dth & 53 FLOOR, 2,1, AUSSEL STRELT, KOL - T

Eprec Tender ID ; 2022_Bandf_Ta5333 4

Ref. : BandR [ FGD ! EDI

Subc NOTICE INVITATION OF "EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (E0#)° FOR
EMPARELMENT OF DRGARZATIONE FOR PARTICIFATION IH FLUE GAS
DESULPHURISATION WORKS ACROSS VARIDLES SECTORS | CLIENTS
A5 A TECHNOLDGY PROVIDER ! COLLABDAATIR AND FORMING A THE-
L'P A5 FER REQLEAEMENT.

Online Exp lanafl PECH) s 4 s B R Tul

Anjaneya Towers, B-Block, 1st Floor, Near Ibrahimpatnam
Police Station, VTPS Road, |brahimpatnam-521456
NOTIFICATION

A notification is issued inviting applications for appointment of Members under Section 4 of
A.P. School Education Regulatory and Monitoring Commission Act, 2019.
For other details, please visit https://cse.ap.gov.in/applications with bio-data may be sent
within (15) days from the date of notification by registered post to the following address.
The Commissioner of School Education, 4th Floor, B-block, VTPS Rd, Bhimaraju Gutta,
Ibrahimpatnam, Andhra Pradesh-521456.
Place: Ibrahimpatnam,
Date. 28-11-2022
Ro No.: 1386PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22

Sd/- S.Suresh Kumar,
CSE, AP

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: "UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephone: 0135 - 2763808 & Fax: 0135-2763508
CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website: www.ujvnl.com

3 ¥, 867 TENDER NOTICE fei: 26.11.2022

Office of the Executive Engineer (M&G) Dhalipur Power House, invites sealed
tenders from interested parties. Brief summary of tender is given below :
Tender No: 08/EE/M&G/DLR/2022-23

Name of work: AMC for Colony Electrical works, Including Operation &
Maintenance of Colony Tube well.

Estimated cost: Rs 24,46,924/- (GST Extra)

Date of availability of bid document on website: 27.11.2022

Last date for submission of tender: 20.12.2022 upto 17 Hrs

For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documents
can be downloaded from the Nigam's website “www.ujvnl.com”

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY” (S CdNOY ST ]

TN oA [ fSfass
CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD.
HIRA {AIPIR PhI F93<d SUshH,

(A NAVRATNA UNDERTAKING OF GOVT. OF INDIA)
NSIC New MDBP Building, 2nd Floor, Okhla Indl. Estate (Opp. NSIC Okhla Metro Station), New Delhi-110020

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

CONCOR invites E-Tender in Single Packet System of tendering for the following operation and
mair work/services:-

Tender No. CON/CO/ELECT/AMC/AWB/MUMBAI/CLUSTER/A-I1/2022

Name of Work | SERVICE PERTAINING TO SUB-STATIONS AND ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS
ATICDAURANGABAD MUMBAI-CLUSTER-A-Il MAHARASHTRA

Rs. 28,40,283/- (Inclusive of all)
24 Months

r—
CONCOR

Estimated Cost
Completion Period

2wl Exponanced Parties moeling prescrised qwllf:.llriu crieria for FLUGLE
GAS DEEVLPHURISATION WORKS ACROSS WARMIUS EECTORS 1
CLIENTS A5 A TECHROLOGY PROVIDER ! COLLABORATOR AND
FORMING A TIE-LUF &% PER REQUMREMENT.

Biate of Avaiabdity of Tondar Documant in Company's Wobsile as well
&5 CPP Portal: 33.11.202F and Last Date of swomissian of Bl {Oo-Ling|
m 15.12.20FF

Inberastod Bicddor|s) will hewe fo b2 anrallod & rogisiorod wilh tha
Bavernmant e-Procurement Eysiem: ihroogh logging on o
hitpmiiinprocune, gorin,

.ﬁ.dumdum.'ﬂnfr.qmdum.lrang shad be hosicd @ Company's Wabsia!
wwrw bridgeranf.ca.in and CPP portal ;| hitps:iinprecure govin anty,

R INTER-UNIVERSITY CENTRE FOR
Cé%) ASTRONOMY AND ASTROPHYSICS

IUCAA (An Autonomous Institution of the University Grants Commission)
Post Bag - 4, Savitribai Phule Pune University Campus, Ganesh
Khind, Pune - 7. Phone : 25604100 / 25691414 Fax : 25604699

Copy of Tender Advertisement
(Tenders Published on Web Portals)

The Estate Manager, IUCAA, on behalf of the Director, Inter-University
Centre for Astronomy & Astrophysics, Savitribai Phule Pune University
Campus, Ganeshkhind, Pune —411007, invites technical & financial bids
from reputed vendors / bidders for “Construction of Creche building
and Recreation Centre extension building at S. No. 25/1/1/1/1/2, Aundh,
IUCAA, Campus, Pune.”

Interested parties may view and download the tender document from the
Government Central Procurement Portal http:/eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.
It is also available on IUCAA's website at https:/www.iucaa.in/tenders.

IUCAA reserves the right to reject any or all of the tenders without assigning
any reason.

Estate Manager, IUCAA

EarnestMoney Deposit

Costof Tender Document (Non-refundable)
Tender Processing Fee (Non-refundable)
Date of Sale of Tender (Online)

Rs. 56,800/- through e-payment.

Rs. 1,120/- (inclusive all taxes & duties through e-payment)
Rs. 1676/- (inclusive all taxes & duties through e-payment)
From 28.11.2022 (11:30 Hrs) to 19.12.2022 (up to 17:00 Hrs)
Date & Time of Submission of Tender 20.12.2022 up to 17:00 Hrs. (E-Tendering Mode Only)

Date & Time of Opening of Tender 21.12.2022at 11:30 Hrs.

For financial eligibility criteria, experience with respect to similar nature of work, etc., please refer to
detailed tender notice available on website www.concorindia.com, but the complete tender document
can be downloaded from website www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL only. Further, Corrigendum/Addendum
to this Tender, if any, will be published on website www.concorindia.com, www.tenderwizard.com/
CCIL and Central Procurement Portal (CPP) only. Newspaper press advertisement shall not be issued
forthe same. GGM (Engg Area-ll), Phone No.: 011-41222500

ppeal for Identification

General publicis hereby informed that
one person Name: Unknown, Slo:
Unknown, Rlo: Unknown, Age:
About 45 Yrs., Height: 5'9", Sex:
Male, Complexion: Shallow, Built:
Thin, Face: Oval, Wearing: Maroon
Colour Half Shirt, Black Colour Half
Pant & Bare Footed, Place of
Recovery: Found dead infront of
Garib Gaushala, Near Geeta Ghat,
CivilLines, Delhi.
In this regard DD No. 34A, Dated 27.09.2022 has been
lodged at Police Station: Civil Lines, Delhi. Any clue
come to notice please inform undersign. SHO
P.S.: Civil Lines, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23815444, 23810633

DP/3242/N/2022

PERSONAL

I, Tanya Arora D/o Shipra Roy
R/01868B/13, Second Floor
(L/Side), GaliNo.13, Govindpuri
Extension, Kalkaji, New Delhi-
19 have changed my name to
Tanya Roy for all future
purposes.

0040642721-1

I, Stephen Joy Parothara, S/o
P.M. Joy, R/0 SC80, Sophia
Apartment, Abhay Khand-4,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, have
changed my name to Stephen
Joy.

0070814857-1

I, Pooja Bimalkumar Agarwal,
W/o Romi Harlalka, R/0 A3/102,
Tulip White, Sohna Road,
Sector-69, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122001, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as PoojaBimal Agarwal.

0070814853-1

I Mukarram S/O Mohammad Aslam
R/0 2117, RODGRAN, Lal Kuan,
Delhi- 110006, Have Changed My
Name To “Mohd Mukarram” Vide
Affidavit IN-DL88601977179413U
At Delhi

0050208751-1

I, Arshee Siddiqui R/0 Q-092,
Andour Heights, Sector 71,
Gurgaon 122001 have changed
my minor son’s name from
Ahaan Singh Kunwar to Ahaan
Siddiqui forall purposes.

0040642746-1

I Asha Devi Mishra W/0,
Subhash Chandra Mishra R/o
2/2,Vinamra Khand, Gomti
Nagar, Lucknow, UP 226010
have changed my name to
Asha Mishra for all purposes

0040642763-1

I, Abhishek Chauhan, S/o Abhay
Pratap Singh, R/0 E5, Tower 1,
Type 4, Kidwal Nagar East,
South West Delhi-110023, have
changed the name of my minor
Son Darsh Dev Chauhan, aged
about 3 years and he shall
hereafter be known as Tanay
Krishnan Chauhan.

0070814835-1

ISoonam Rawat W/0, Kalyan
Singh Rawat R/o C-821,
Sangam Vihar, New Delhi -
110080 have changed my name
to Sonam Rawat for all
purposes.

0040642749-1

I Simmi W/o Rakesh Kumar R/o
BG-6/323C,Second Floor,
Paschim Vihar, New Delhi
110063 Have Changed My Name
to Simmi Sahni For All Future
Purposes.

0040642748-1

I,No-JC594771 N, Sub Altaf
Hussain Ganie, RO/PO-
Uttersoo,Tehsil/District-
Anantnag. In my service records
atthe time of recrutement my
cast has been wrongly
mentioned as Gannie instead of
Ganie.lt needs
correction.Objections befilled
tounit 10 JAKLI within seven
days 0020449274

1,No- 12984674A, Sepay Gh.Qadir
S/0- Mohd Ali,R/0- Kakar,
Tehsil/District - Ladakh.In my
service records name of my
wife has been wrongly
mentioned as Maksooma Banoo
instead of Magsooma Banoo.It
needs correction.Objections be
filled to unit 163 TA Sikhli within

PROPERTY

3BHK, Sector 39 NOIDA for Rent.
East Facing 3Washrooms
02Balconies. Drawing &
Dinning
8724948654/8477087438
0050208678-1

BUSINESS
AGENT WANTED

Finance available above ?5 cr
agents welcome call
9585726955

0050208527-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

25th November 2022
The public in general is hereby
informed that Mr. Dilpreet Singh
Bhatia and Mrs. Jasbir Kaur bhatia
both resident of E-11, ground floor,
Rajouri Garden, New Delhi are
selling out their property no. E-11,
ground floor Rajouri Garden new
delhi, measuring 1104.8 sqyds
claiming that they are the
present/only co.owners of the said
property and My Client Mr.
Gurdeep Singh resident of E-26/2,
Rajouri Garden New Delhi is the
intending bonafide buyer.
Any person having any rights, title,
claim or interest in the said
property, by way of sale,
inheritance, possession,
succession, mortgage, lien, lease
and gift or otherwise shall intimate
the objection in writing to the
undersigned with supporting
documents within 7days from the
date of publication of this notice.
Or else any such claim shall not be
considered and shall be deemed
to have been waived and/or
abandoned and my client shall
proceed to conclude the deal in

CLASSIFIED AD DEPOT (CAD)

Book classified ads at your nearest Express

Group’s authorised Classified Ad Depots

EAST
PATPARGANJ : CHAVI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9899701024,
22090987, 22235837, PREET VIHAR : AD BRIDGE COMMU-
NICATION, Ph.: 9810029747, 42421234, 22017210,
SHAKARPUR : PARICHAY ADVERTISING & MARKETING,
Ph.: 9350309890, 22519890, 22549890

WEST
JANAKPURI : TRIMURTI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9810234206,
25530307, KAROL BAGH (REGHARPURA) : K R ADVERTIS-
ERS, Ph.: 9810316618, 9310316618, 41547697, KARAM-
PURA : GMJ ADVERTISING & MARKETING PVT. LTD., Ph.:

9310333777, 9211333777, 9810883377, NEW MOTI
NAGAR MITTAL ADVERTISING, Ph.: 25178183,
9810538183, 9555945923, MOTI NAGAR : UMA ADVER-

TISERS, Ph.: 9312272149, 8800276797, RAMESH NAGAR :
POSITIVE ADS, Ph.: 9891195327, 9310006777, 65418908,
TILAK NAGAR : SHIVA ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9891461543,
25980670, 20518836, VIKAS PURI : AAKAR ADVT. MEDIA
Ph.: 9810401352, 9015907873, 9268796133

CHANDNI CHOWK : RAMNIWAS ADVERTISING & MARKET-
ING, Ph.: 9810145272, 23912577, 23928577, CONNAUGHT
PLACE : HARI OM ADVERTISING COMPANY Ph.:
9811555181, 43751196

| NORTH |
TIS HAZARI COURT : SAlI ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811117748
KINGWAY CAMP SHAGUN ADVERTISING, Ph.:
9818505505, 27458589, PATEL CHEST (OPP. MORRIS
NAGAR POLICE STATION) : MAHAN ADVERTISING & MAR-
KETING, Ph.: 9350304609, 7042590693, PITAMPURA
(PRASHANT VIHAR) PAAVAN ADVERTISER Ph.:
9311564460, 9311288839, 47057929

CHATTARPUR : A & M MEDIA ADVERTISING, Ph.:
9811602901, 65181100, 26301008, KALKAJI : ADWIN
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811111825, 41605556, 26462690,
MALVIYA NAGAR : POOJA ADVERTISING & MARKETING
SERVICE, Ph.: 9891081700, 24331091, 46568866, YUSUF
SARAI : TANEJA ADVERTISEMENT & MARKETING Ph.:
9810843218, 26561814, 26510090

FARIDABAD (NEELAM FLYOVER) : AID TIME (INDIA)
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811195834, 0129-2412798, 2434654,
FARIDABAD (NIT, KALYAN SINGH CHOWK) PULSE
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9818078183, 9811502088, 0129-
4166498, FARIDABAD : SURAJ ADVERTISING & MARKET-
ING, Ph.: 9810680954, 9953526681, GURGAON : SAMBOD-
HI MEDIA PVT. LTD., Ph.: 0124-4065447, 9711277174,
9910633399, GURGAON : AD MEDIA ADVERTISING & PR,
Ph.: 9873804580, NOIDA (SEC. 29) : RDX ADVERTISING,
Ph.: 9899268321, 0120-4315917, NOIDA (SEC. 65) : SRI
SAl MEDIA, Ph.: 0120-4216117, NOIDA (SEC. 58) : JAI
LAKSHMI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9873807457, 9911911719
GHAZIABAD (HAPUR ROAD TIRAHA, NR GURUDWARA) :
TIRUPATI BALAJI ADVERTISING & MARKETING,
Ph.: 9818373200, 8130640000, 0120-4561000

EDUCATION (IAS & PMT ACADEMIES)

FRIENDS PUBLICITY SERVICE 23287653, 23276901, 9212008155

For CAD enquiries please contact :
ROHIT JOSHI 9818505947, ABHINAV GUPTA 9910035901

For booking classified ads, please contact 011-23702148,
0120-6651215, E-mail : delhi.classifieds@expressindia.com

"IMPORTAN

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or

good faith. > - : -
ADVOCATESPRA;EIEKALAGH entering into any agreements with advertisers or
WASTIK REALTY ; ; ; ;
0899245244 / 9999952419 otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
Prateek@swastikrealty.in whatsoever.
New Delhi .. .
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SPORT ...

OTHER RESULTS
Japan 0 1 Costa Rica
Croatia 4 1 Canada

Messi equals Maradona

The Argentine legend scored his eighth goal in 21 appearances against Mexico in a 2-0 win. He has the same number of goals as Maradona in the same number of World Cup matches

2006 WC 2014 WORLD CUP 2018 WORLD CUP 2022 WORLD CUP !
- B ] i &
LIONEL MESSI didn’t DIEGO MARADONA scored no
o score at the 2010 WC. goals in the 1990 World Cup but
Argentinareached the Argentinareached the final where
e e 2. VSBOSNIAAND quarters where they lost they lost to West Germany 0-1.
s (— ’ § " HERZEGOVINAG5' ; :.@‘ﬁi 0-4to Germany. (Maradona World Cup goals) 1982: 1vs
|/ o | e O |
—_———— 7. VSSAUDI Italy 34',4. vs England 51’, 5. vs England 54’, 6.
I 4. VSNIGERIAZ' _ ARABIA (P) 10* vsBelgium 51" 7vs Belgium 63 1994: 8 vs
1. VSSERBIAAND MONTENEGRO 87’ 5. VSNIGERIA45+T 6. VSNIGERIA14’ 8. VSMEXICO64’ Greece 60’

f) FIFA

WORLD
& CUP
PREVIEW

SHOWCASE GAME
INANUTSHELL

GROUP G

Brazil vs Switzerland

9:30 PMIST, Stadium 974
(LIVE ON SPORTS18 AND JIOCINEMA)

The script

Brazil showed their title credentials in
their first game of the World Cup, tak-
ing a 2-0 win thanks to a brace from
Richarlison. The sheer power and depth
that their attacking players possess
mean thateven the absence of Neymar,
who'll be missing the next two games
after a swollen ankle, will not be as
much of a miss as it would have been
in previous years. Switzerland on the
other hand, did not look convincing in
their opener against Cameroon. In
Brazil, they go up against a team that
has balance in almost all areas of their
pitch.

How they line up

Aninjury to Neymar in a previous it-
eration of the World Cup would have
sent Brazil into meltdown, but the
number of options that present
themselves in the absence of their
star attacker reiterates why they are
considered the favorites. Arsenal’s
Gabriel Jesus is expected to come in
place at the centre-attacking midfield
for a largely unchanged Brazil team
from their opening victory over
Serbia.

Likely XI: Allison; Danilo,
Marquinhos, Silva, Santos; Paqueta,
Casemiro; Raphina, Jesus, Vinicius;
Richarlison.

SWITZERLAND: 4-2-3-1

After gaining three points in their
first match against Cameroon,
Switzerland have to be in a conun-
drum against Brazil. Do you go all
out for a positive result, knowing
that a win could guarantee a Round-
of-16 spot? Or do you take a draw
against Brazil and hedge your bets
against Serbia, a country that were
considered the dark horse to go deep
in this edition of the World Cup?
Likely XI: Sommer; Widmer, Akanji,
Elvedi, Rodriguez; Freuler, Xhaka;
Shagqiri, Sow, Vargas; Embolo

The schemer

In their first game, Brazil looked at
their most potent when a deep
switch from Casemiro would find
Vinicius Jr with space to run into.
While running diagonally into the
central areas of the pitch is a Brazilian
trademark, Vinicius brings raw pace
to the art in the final third of the pitch.
It will be a crucial aspect of Brazil’s at-
tack, especially in the absence of their
chief creator.

Language of football

M Entortar

M Origin: Portuguese

M Translation: To twist

Entortar means to twist, and in the
context of Brazilian football it means
to skilfully dribble past another
player and leave them ‘twisted’. The
expression and the action are essen-
tial to how Brazilian football oper-
ates and at this World Cup, they fi-
nally have a team filled with players
capable of twisting their opponents.

OtherMatches

Cameroon vs Serbia: : 3:30 PM
South Korea vs Ghana: 6:30 PM
Portugal vs Uruguay: 12:30 AM
(Tuesday)

EXPRESSATWORLDCUP

SANDIPG
DOHA,NOVEMBER 27

LURKING UNMANNED, 25 yards from
colourfully-attired Mexican goalkeeper
Guillermo Ochoa, Lionel Messi picked a pass
from Angel di Maria from the right wing. And
stopped. The world around him too stopped.
It always does when Messi has the ball on his
left foot. Eighty thousand pairs of eyes at the
Lusail Stadium, no matter where they sat or
stood, fixed their gaze on the most precious
left foot on Earth. So would have millions of
eyes around the world. For, the ball falling
onto Messi’s foot is an event in itself. It's a
moment pregnant with infinite possibilities,
dimensions, scripts and routes, when Messi
takes the human form of destiny; or destiny
takes the form of Messi.

That world-stopping first touch cannot
be glorified more. It was a touch more beau-
tiful than the goal itself. An ounce heavier,
the barging Mexican defenders would have
hacked it away. A drop lighter, he would not
have found the power.

With the corner of his right eye, he traced
the perfect path to beat the countless legs
and bodies that would intervene and the
lunge of Ochoa in the ball’s goal-ward jour-
ney. The eyes settled on the bottom corner.
The mind settled on a low grass-trimming
drive. Twisting his lithe frame a fraction, he
let his left foot rip, a boot-snap at the last sec-
ond imparted the direction.

Like an artist salivating at the marvel of
his craft, Messi watched the ball ripple the
nets. The world and eyes stopped again, and
atthe precise moment, Messi tore away into
the distance, hands spread out, a few drops
of tears rolling down his eyes, roved for di
Maria, the provider of the goal and wrapped
him with the tightest of embraces. When the
festivities were finally over, Messilooked and
winked skywards. He would have found his
destiny written on the starless sky. He was
the lone star in Lusail.

In the dugout, coach Lionel Scaloni cov-
ered the tears bursting from his eyes with his
palms. “At that moment, half the world would
have wanted to hug him,” he would say later.
His assistant Pablo Aimar wept uninhibitedly.
Even Mexican supporters wept. Messi is the
single most unifying force in football.

It was such an emotional moment for

The Redeemer

A swing of Messi’s divine left foot was all it took to revitalise Argentina’s dreams of footballing glory

Messi’s 64th-minute strike is inarguably the most important of the 93 goals he has scored for his country.

Reuters

Argentina, a moment of redemption, a mo-
ment of liberation. From the deep abyss of
agony and shock, after the Saudi Arabia jolt,
Messi lifted them to the peak of ecstasy.
Argentina are not yet assured of knockout
tickets, might not even qualify, might stum-
ble against Poland. But here was the mo-
ment. Here was Messi. Here was the kiss of
life. In Messi’s own words, “peace of mind”.
He would say after the match: “Itis a weight
off our shoulders, a reason for joy and peace
of mind because it is all down to us again.”

Worth its weight in gold

It would not be the most aesthetic of
Messi’s goals. It was not the most divine of
his goals. But it was, inarguably, the mostim-
portant of the 93 goals he has scored for his
country. A goal that unburdened, if so
slightly, the burden of being Messi. A goal
that would make him, and the world around
him, feel lighter and joyous. A goal of pure
cathartic relief.

It’s the context that makes the goal. Messi
in his last World Cup, as for now; his team
and country shocked after the Saudi heist,
many teams fail to recover from such defeats;

atimid, tense first-half when nothing clicked.
Messi was heavily marked, his feet tied, in-
spiration smothered.

His attacking colleagues were ponderous
and flat, as if the Saudi pain still lingered, as
if they felt lost. Argentina and Messi could
see the dream and the world crumble in front
of their eyes. Lose this match, and there
would be no point of return. Messi would slip
into the horizon with the eternal regret of
not having won a World Cup. A dream
Argentina had seen a million times over in
the last 17 years, since Messi first wore the
Albiceleste shirt, was to turn nightmarish.

His dream was 25 minutes away from
slipping away when Messi found the ball at
his left foot.

The pressure and burden that would
have weighed on his shoulders might have
crushed his shoulders. But saw the lease of
light twinkling on the bottom corner. His left
foot would not betray him; his destiny
would not cheat him. He then unfurled the
shot that lifted a country and more from the
depths of despair.

The goal changed the mood. From doubt-
ridden wallowers, they transformed into

ruthless destroyers. Freedom and joy re-
turned to the game, creating more chances
and storming Mexico’s goalmouth. Even
Messi, mostly sombre and grim in the game,
began to smile more often. Another goal was
inevitable, and the 21-year-old Enzo
Fernandez uncorked a fizzing curler past the
outstretched arms of Ochoa to become the
second youngest goal-scorer for his country
after Messi.

The celebrations were wild, the overpow-
ering emotion was one of triumph and not
catharsis. He later dwelled on the impor-
tance of the goal: "We can't give up now. We
have all the finals to play -- we can't make
mistakes. We knew we had to win, that an-
other World Cup was starting for us,and we
knew how to doiit."

The Messi dream has been reignited; the
Argentina dream has been revitalised. But
the ultimate realisation of the dream will de-
pend on how fast Argentina can revive their
36-match-unbeaten form. But between now
and the Poland game, they can dream. And
relive the Messi moment, an event initself. A
moment less than a second, but a moment
that will live on forever.

BATTLEFORGROUPC

The fate of Group C will be
decided in its final games as
Argentina require a win against
Poland to qualify for the last 16

SCORELINES

Messi 64’
Fernandez 87’

STANDINGS

GROUPC

[ |P |W]|D|L|GD|Pts|
Poland |2 1/1]0/2 /4
SArabia |2 |10 [1]-1]3
[Mexico |2 [0 [1]1]-2]1]

B Awin against Poland
guarantees Argentina a spot in the
Round-of-16 as leaders. A draw
would put matters in the hands of
the Saudi Arabia-Mexico game
thatis going to be taking place
simultaneously.

B If the Argentines draw against
Poland, and Saudi Arabia beat
Mexico, then they’re knocked out
of the tournament. If Saudi Arabia
draw, then matters will be
decided by goal difference. If they
lose, then goal difference will
decide whether Argentina goes
through, or Mexico.

M Aloss for Argentina will be
curtains for their World Cup. Saudi
Arabia need a win or a draw while
hoping other results go their way.
Mexico need to beat Saudi Arabia
and overcome their goal difference,
while hoping other results go their
way.

MATCH STORIES IN NUMBERS

Total number of shots on target in
the Argentina-Mexico game
combined. This was the lowest total
of shots on goal recorded in a World
Cup match since 1966, according to
Opta. EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

Enzo thrives in Messi’s shadow with a wonder goal

Y ¥ 4

Enzo Fernandez celebrates scoring the

second goal with Lionel Messi.  Reuters

SHASHANKNAIR
NOVEMBER 27

ENZO FERNANDES has been coached by
Hernan Crespo at Defensay Justicia, was given
the iconic No 13 jersey of Eusebio at Benfica
and last night scored the second goal for
Argentina in their 2-0 win over Mexico at the
Lusail Stadium - all while being 21 years old.

If Lionel Messi's goal released a pressure
cooker of tension that had slowly simmered
itself up to tipping point at the 80,000-seater
stadium, Fernandes’ strike calmed the
Argentines down.

At a goal up, the Mexicans were danger-
ous, but the situation they were in, even more
so. A defeat would mean Argentina would
join hosts Qatar in making an early exit from
the tournament. A draw would leave them at
the mercy of others. A win would have to be
conjured - the magician at hand had already
done his bit. And then came a corner in the
86th minute - a short pass to Messi from
Rodrigo de Paul.

Who then passed to Fernandes.
Fernandes’ first touch directly brought him
into a conflict zone with two of Mexico’s box
border police. His next move elicited a squeal
of surprise and then a roar of delight from
commentator Peter Drury. “Oh, sweet feint...

wonderful goal!”

That was how quick it happened.
Fernandes ran into Erick Gutierrez - who
stood directly in front of the Argentine mid-
fielder and the goal. Gutierrez then got shifted
to hisright and away from goal in the slickest
of shoulder drops a footballer could summon
on a pitch. Defender unceremoniously
shunted out of the way, Fernandes curled a
shot into Guillermo Ochoa’s right.

Before Gutierrez or Ochoa could even re-
alise that their hopes of a comeback were
swindled away, the Benfica midfielder was
already kissing his badge and being mobbed
by Messi in front of a swathe of screaming
Argentines. It was over.

Fernandes’ influence on the game,
though, started a lot earlier. A toothless
Argentine midfield, led in chief by De Paul,
was unable to string together a consistent pe-
riod of pressure on the Mexicans - pressure
that can only be borne through a passing
clinic that began when Fernandes was sub-
stituted in, in the second half.

This was only his fifth appearance for
Argentina but his impact was felt immedi-
ately. Argentina for the first time in this tour-
nament, gained in the midfield department.
They had a player who could circle the ball
across the pitch, understood the perils of be-
ing wasteful with it and consistently created

If Lionel Messi’s goal released a
pressure cooker of tension
that had slowly simmered
itself up to tipping point at the
80,000-seater stadium,
Fernandes’ strike calmed the
Argentines down.

pressure on the Mexicans with his delivery
of the ball. Why would they relegate this
player to the bench?

Not knowing about the talent of
Fernandes has been a facet that has followed
his young career. After 13 years at the River
Plate youth system, he broke into the senior
team but was quickly shipped out on loan to
Defensa y Justicia. It was over there that the
legendary Crespo gave him match after
match —and that faith culminated in the team
winning the Copa Sudamericanain the 2020
season.

“When Marcelo (Gallardo, River Plate
coach) told me about Defensa, I took it well
because it was a chance to show myself, get
some games, compete against first-rate play-
ers,” Fernandez told Ole. “I was lucky to be

coached by two great trainers like Crespo and
Sebastian Beccacece, share a squad with huge
players and even better people and pick up
two titles which will go down in history.

River Plate then immediately called
Fernandez back. At the start of the 2022 sea-
son, Fernandes was on form, scoring eight
goals and making six assists in 19 appear-
ances - a feat that caught the eye of European
scouts. A few months later Benfica managed
to win the race to sign the midfielder, giving
him the prized jersey of Portuguese attacker
Eusebio. And since joining the team, they've
played 13 league games, won twelve of them
and are yet to lose.

He ranks in the 99th percentile for passes
attempted and makes close to 10 progressive
passes per game - all the while averaging 2.5
tackles a game. The statistics prove what the
eyes see — Fernandez can be a combative mid-
fielder who has excellent passing skills, espe-
cially in the third phase.

At this World Cup, finding the right mid-
field combination for the South Americans
was the key. While Lionel Scaloni is still some
ways away from that possibility, that second-
half midfield performance from his team, es-
pecially the Gundogan-esque display from
Fernandez in the middle of the Lusail
Stadium, is starting to put some more pieces
of the Argentine puzzle in the right spot.
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PT Ushaset toget
elected as |OA chief

New Delhi: The leg-
endary PTUshais set
to become the first
woman president of
Indian  Olympic
Association (I0A) as
she emerged as the
lone candidate for the top post for the
December 10 elections. The 58-year-
old Usha, a multiple Asian Games gold
medallists and a fourth-place finisher
in the 1984 Olympics 400m hurdles fi-
nal, filed her nomination papers for the
topjobonSunday along with her team
for the various posts. The deadline to
file nomination papers for the [OA elec-
tions ended on Sunday. IOA elections
returning officer Umesh Sinha did not
receive any nominations on Friday and
Saturday but 24 candidates filed nom-
inations for various posts on Sunday.

 Ta— |
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Govers nets hat-trick

asAusthrashIndia

Adelaide: India could play well only in
patches as Blake Govers slammed a
brilliant hat-trick to guide Australia to
adominating 7-4 winin the high-scor-
ing second hockey Test here on Sunday.
Skipper Harmanpreet Singh struck
even before the home team could set-
tle, firing India to a third-minute lead
with his precise and powerful penalty
corner conversion. India looked threat-
ening up front and Harmanpreet al-
most converted a second one but the
home teambegan to call the shots soon
with Govers and Jack Welch leading the
goal spree. The Men in Blue were
blown away in the final 15 minutes due
toasloppy defense.

Ravina strikes gold
onfinal day

New Delhi: Reigning Asian champion
Ravina displayed splendid tenacity to
punch her way to gold in the 63kg cat-
egory final as India ended the Youth
Men's and Women's World Boxing
Championships with 11 medals in La
Nucia, Spain. Ravina was up against
Megan deCler of Netherlands in her fi-
nalbout. In spite of not getting off to the
best of starts, the Indian pugilist utilised
her technical ability and quick move-
ment to mountacomeback against her
Dutch opponent. The Indian won the
bout4-3 by split decision.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Second choice, top-rated -

Gill has been a consistent performer in ODIs this year, and two eye-catching
innings in NZ should further boost his credentials ahead of 2023 World Cup

VENKATAKRISHNAB
NOVEMBER 27

BEFORE WE get down to the analysis, here is
aquestion. Which Indian batter has an average
of 72.12 in ODIs this year but hasn’t been
picked for the upcoming series against
Bangladesh? Any batter with such eye-pop-
ping numbers will be a mainstay in the squad.
Instead, some inconsistency in selection calls
- which have become way too frequent in
Indian cricket offlate - sees Shubman Gill, the
batter in question, miss the flight to Dhaka.

In a year when T20I cricket took prece-
dence, ODIs were mostly used to rotate and
manage the workload of the first-choice XI.
And after the second ODI against New Zealand
in Hamilton, a game that was washed out on
Sunday, India have played 20 50-over games
this year with Gill playing 11 of those, making
625 runs atastrike rate of 104.16. Only Shikhar
Dhawan, who is stand-in captain for the se-
ries and the only one to feature in 18 ODIs this
year, has scored and averaged more in 2022,
with 642 runs at a strike rate of 75.79.

As India go about narrowing down the
names for nextyear’s 50-over World Cup, Gill's
name will feature prominently in the discus-
sions. Not just going by the two ODIs that he
has played on the tour of New Zealand so far,
but over the past 12 months, the Punjab
opener has looked a class apart. Over the
course of the two innings on the tour where he
has scored 50 and an unbeaten 45, Gill’s as-
surance hasbeen hard to miss. Be it setting the
tempo at the start or asserting the authority
later in the innings, he has
made it look effortless.

Shubman Gill has played 11 out of India’s 20 ODIs this year, making an impressive

625 runs at a strike rate of 104.16.

PTI

with the Punjab team in the domestic arena,
and to the IPL this year, Gill has set the tone for
whichever team he has opened for. And right
now, the right-hander is doing it in ODISs,
which is bound to keep the likes of Dhawan
and KL Rahul on their toes.

Grace and confidence

In an age where power-hitting is the
norm among top-order batters worldwide,
Gill is different. It isn’t that he doesn’t go for
big hits, but he does so
with minimal effort, rely-

There was a word of
support from former India
head coach Ravi Shastri,

Itisn’t that Gill doesn’t go
for big hits, but he does so

ing on timing rather than
looking to whack the ball.
So far in his brief interna-

onairasGill'sfluidinnings  yvith minimal effort tional career, the real
was stopped by a heavy . . . ’ struggle Gill has shown is
drizzle on Sunday. “His Trelyingontimingrather i, maintainingintentfora
emphasis today (Sunday) - than looking to whack long period. Watch him
was on timing the ball. theball bat in full flow. For a

Sometimes when you are
out of your depth, you
want to get on with it by trying to hit the ball
hard. He was in good control with good foot-
work. It is great to watch him play. There is
something regal about him,” Shastri said.
Gill’s talent has never been in doubt.
Enough has been spoken about it and no
doubt there will be more to write and speak
about this soft-spoken Punjabi lad who hails
from an agricultural background. Right from
the Under-19 level to the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy triumph in 2020/21, to his exploits

youngster who looks calm
and composed, there is
plenty to admire about his confidence in
even playing a forward-defence or just leav-
ing the ball. At times, he even takes those ca-
sual walks to punch the ball and ends up with
a high-elbow pose that looks so pleasing on
the eye. But there are also times when that
same intent goes missing and he ends up
looking ordinary, like in the one-off Test
against England at Edgbaston this year.
There is still plenty to learn, but for now
Gill seems to have locked the back-up opener’s

slot at the World Cup all for himself. With a
new selection panel to come, it is hard to sec-
ond-guess who will be Rohit Sharma’s partner
at the top. As the numbers show, there is
Dhawan who would be hard to dislodge. If one
goes by performance alone, there isnoreason
to look past him as by virtue of being a left-
hander, he brings something different to the
table.

And then there is Rahul. Primarily played
inthe middle order in recent times, where he
has made a strong case for himself, it remains
to be seen if India will slot him at the top. Out
of the 7 ODIs Rahul played this year, six have
come as an opener, but none of them camein
aXlthatincluded Dhawan and Rohit. The up-
coming three-match series against
Bangladesh and ones at home against New
Zealand and Bangladesh should show
whether Rahul fits in the scheme or not.

But in case the selectors make Rahul
compete with the rest for the three available
middle-order slots, the team management
has areliable opener ready in Gill. Whether
he is a first-choice or third-choice, time will
tell, but as far as the right-hander goes, he is
firmly staying in the present. “I'm not looking
that far,” Gill said in Hamilton when asked if
he was thinking about making the 50-over
World Cup cut. “The main purpose and in-
tention is to make the most of the opportu-
nities [ get. That is what I'm trying to do - to
get more opportunities and score big for the
team,” Gill added.
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Iran tells Klinsmann
toquit FIFA job

IRAN COACH Carlos Queiroz lambasted
German football icon Juergen Klinsmann
for criticising his team's World Cup con-
duct, calling his remarks a "disgrace to foot-
ball" and urging him to quit his FIFA post, as
Iran's football federation demanded an
apology. In comments as an analyst with
broadcaster BBC, Germany's 1990 World
Cup winner Klinsmann accused Iran of sys-
tematic gamesmanship during their stun-
ning 2-0 stoppage-time win over Waleson
Friday and said Queiroz's record with other
national teams made him the right match
forIran."That's their culture and that's their
way of doing it and that's why Carlos
Queiroz, he fits really well in the Iranian na-
tional team," Klinsmann said during an
analysis of Friday's match. Queiroz, 69, said
no-one could hurt the integrity of his team.
"No matter how much I can respect what
you did inside the pitch, those remarks
about Iran culture, Iran national team and
my players are a disgrace to football," he
saidina post..

US Soccerremoves
emblem fromIranflag

THE UNITED States Soccer Federation tem-
porarily displayed Iran’s national flag on
social media without the emblem of the
Islamic Republic as a show of solidarity
with protesters in Iran ahead of the two
teams'World Cup clash on Tuesday. A now-
deleted graphic of the Group B standings
posted on Saturday across US Soccer's offi-
cial Twitter, Instagram and Facebook ac-
countsdisplayed the Iranian flag only bear-
ing its green, white and red colours. Iran
hasbeen gripped by protests since 22-year-
old Mahsa Amini's death in September
while in police custody after she was ar-
rested for flouting the country's strict
Islamic dress code. The intent of the posts
was to show "support for the women in
Iran fighting for basic human rights", US.
Soccer media officer Michael Kammarman
told a news conference on Sunday. The
banner on U.S. Soccer's Twitter page was
alsochanged on Saturday to feature the flag
without the emblem. It was changed back
24 hours later to the banner they had been
using during the tournament. Iran's state-
affiliated Tasnim News Agency said the
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Neymar working
“24 hoursaday”

NEYMAR IS working "24 hours a
day" to try to recover from his an-
kle injury and play again at the
World Cup, Brazil teammate
Marquinhos said Sunday. Neymar
damaged ligaments in his right an-
kle in the team's 2-0 opening win
over Serbia on Thursday and will
miss the match against
Switzerland on Monday. He re-
mained hopeful of recovering but
team doctors still haven't given a
timetable on his return — or said if
he willreturn atall. "He is sleeping
in physiotherapy, 24 hours a day,”
Marquinhos said. "That shows how
much he wants to be back with us.
We don't know when it's going to
happen, but we hope we will have
him with us again as soon as possi-
ble and in good health mentally
and physically."

Iranian Football Federation will file a com-
plaintagainst U.S. Soccer to the FIFA Ethics
Committee for "disrespecting the national
flag" of the Islamic Republic.

Saudi Arabia skipper
Al-Farajoutof WC

Injured Saudi Arabia captain Salman Al-
Faraj is out of the World Cup after coach
Herve Renard agreed to let him leave the
camp, the Saudi Football Association said
on Sunday. Al-Faraj was injured at the end
of the first half of the historic 2-1 victory
over Argentina in Saudi Arabia’s first
match in the tournament on Tuesday. He
left the stadium on crutches, with an ap-
parent leg injury, and Renard said he did
not expect him to participate in any more
matches at the finals. "Herve Renard has
given team captain Salman Al-Faraj his
permission to officially leave the Green
Falcons' camp following the medical
team's assessment that he will no longer
be fit to play," the national federation said
inastatement on Twitter. —Agencies
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