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‘NO MONEY FOR TERROR’ CONFERENCE

Shah calls for economic crackdownin terror
havens: Rise above geo-polltlcal interests

Some use terror as tool of statecraft...
cut across political divides: Jaishankar

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 19

A DAY after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's veiled attack on
China and Pakistan for “support-
ing terrorism”, Home Minister
Amit Shah reiterated his views,
saying that some countries have
made terrorism their “state pol-

icy” and calling for a “strict eco-
nomic crackdown” in such “ter-
ror havens”. Saying that terrorism
has no international boundaries,
Shah urged all countries to “rise
above their geo-political inter-
ests”, and fight “shoulder-to-
shoulder” against the threat.
Addressing the concluding
session of the third ‘No Money
for Terror’ conference here, Shah
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah at the conference, in
New Delhi on Saturday. P11
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' India proposes permanent

secretariat to coordinate
bid to fight terror funding

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 19

HOME MINISTER Amit Shah on
Saturday put forward a proposal
to set up a permanent ‘No
Money For Terror’ (NMFT)

Secretariat in India that would
be expected to coordinate global
efforts against terror funding
more efficiently.

Announcing this at the NMFT
conference, Shah said the “time
is ripe” for a permanent secre-
tariat. Sources in the security

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Exemptions for
start-ups in data
Bill have ‘sunset’
clause; penalties
may go up later

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 19

THE PENALTIES proposed for vi-
olating provisions of the recently
released draft data protection Bill,
such as failing to take adequate
safeguards for preventing data
breaches, will be periodically re-
viewed and could potentially in-
crease going forward, Minister of
State for Electronics and IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar told The Indian
Express. He also said that exemp-
tions carved out in the Bill for pri-
vate entities are aimed at giving a
concession to the country’s start-
ups, and that these come with a
“sunset” clause.

The draft Digital Personal
Data Protection Bill, 2022, re-
leased Friday, proposes to im-
pose significant penalties onen-
tities for data breaches and for
failing to notify users when
breaches happen.

Entities that fail to take “rea-
sonable security safeguards” to
prevent personal data breaches
will be fined as high as Rs 250
crore. If an entity fails to notify
users and the Data Protection
Board about a data breach, the
fine could go as high as Rs 200
crore. The maximum penalty

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Respite for
start-ups,
fornow

EXPLAINED

THE BILL imposes penal-
ties as high as Rs 250
crore on entities for not
having safeguards to
prevent data breaches
and Rs 200 crore for not
notifying users about a
breach. While the ex-
emptions for start-ups
mean they're not “bur-
dened” with weight of
such fines initially, the
“sunset” clause ensures
that these entities even-
tually move towards
compliance.

Gauhati HC Chief Justice
slams bulldozer action:
‘Gang war or police op?’

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA,NOVEMBER 19

COMING DOWN heavily on an
Assam Superintendent of Police
for bulldozing the house of an ar-
son accused, the Gauhati High
Court has said police cannot,
“under the guise of investiga-
tion”, bulldoze anyone’s house
without permission, and if such
practices continue then “nobody
is safe in this country”.

Hearing a suo motu case on
the demolition of the house of a
person accused in an arson case
in Nagaon district, Chief Justice
R M Chhaya, heading a division

~
-

bench also comprising Justice
Soumitra Saikia, said, “Show me
from any criminal jurisprudence
that for investigating the crime,
the police, without any order,
can uproot a person, apply abull-
dozer. As per the report... police
needed an excavator to dig the
house. For that, he requires per-
mission.”

When the SP’s counsel tried
toargue that police had permis-
sion from the District Magistrate
to search the house, Chief Justice
Chhaya said the permission was
for searching, not bulldozing.

He said any police officer,
however senior the person may

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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CITES CONFERENCE: PROPOSAL DEFEATED 83-15

Thanks to Namibia for cheetahs?

India abstains on ivory trade vote
Under cheetah deal, Namibia sought India’s support to lift ban

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 19

FOR THE first time since joining
the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Flora and Fauna (CITES) in 1976,
India did not vote against a pro-
posal seeking to re-open the
ivory trade.

That proposal, to allow areg-
ular form of controlled trade in
ivory from Namibia, Botswana,
South Africa and Zimbabwe, was
defeated 83-15 at the 19th meet-
ing of the CITES Conference of

'h-

At the opening of the FIFA fan festival in Doha on Saturday. Reuters

Not ‘fake fans’: Volunteers to food
vendors, Indians make presence felt

* EXPRESSAT
WORLDCUP

SANDIPG
DOHA,NOVEMBER 19

RINGTONES BLARING from
smartphones is perhaps the
most evident betrayal of your

roots. In Doha, even though the
world — from Africa to Australia
—has descended for a carnival of
football in the heart of a desert,
the muffled silence in a metro is
frequently infringed by Guru
Randhawa’s Lagdi Lahore Di, or
Kannil Pettole from the popular
Malayalam movie Thallumala, or
the eponymous title song from
Kamal Hasan'’s Vikram.
If the ringtones don't strike
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Artists from India, Pakistan
painted the walls of a metro
station in Doha. Sandip G

In Morbi, BJP banks on old face; his
rescue Vldeo becomes campalgn theme

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

GOPALKATESHIYA
KHIRAI(MORBI), NOVEMBER 19

“THAT DIRTY water..However |
being a resident of Morbi dared
to jump into it (Machchu river).
There were four-five policemen,
they also jumped. Then came the
Muslim boys, others...When sa-
heb (Prime Minister
Narendra Modi) called,
didn’t have even my
phone with me. But only
one per cent of rescue
work was done by me
while the rest 99 per cent
was done by 99 others
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Kantilal Amrutiya campaigns in Morbi. Express

and yet they gave the
credit to me...Then I
came back and uploaded
a video... I have that
much of wisdom,” says

Kantilal Amrutiya in one breath,
highlighting his role in the res-
cue work in Morbi’s Machchu
river following the bridge col-
lapse there on October 30 that

DECISION 2022

HALF THE TOTAL
VOTERS THIS TIME
BELOW 40, DECLINE
IN FIRST-TIMERS

IN SOME SEATS, 2002
GETS REFRESHED IN
2022 PAGE 6

killed 135 people including 55
children.

His audience comprised of
residents of Panchvati locality of
Khirai village in Maliya taluka of
Morbi district, listening intently
as Amrutiya, the BJP candidate
from the Morbi constituency for

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

One of the cheetahs brought
from Namibia. File

the Parties (CoP19) in Panama
City Friday evening.

India’s abstention — a break
fromits past stand — was in tune

with what Namibia had asked
for when it agreed to transfer
cheetahs this summer.

Under that agreement signed
in July, first reported by The
Indian Express on October 12, the
two countries committed to pro-
moting “sustainable utilisation
and management of biodiver-
sity” by supporting each other
“atinternational forums includ-
ing meetings” of the CITES.

While the word “ivory” was
not mentioned, Namibia sought
India’s backing, under the com-
mitment to support “sustainable

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Steeped in Blue
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There is renewed hope in
Argentina that Messi’s last
‘World Cup could be his
destiny-fulfilling one
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Himanta pitch for Modi
"24: Aaftab in every city
if no powerful leader

On Gujarat campaign trail, he says
Delhi murder is a case of ‘love jihad’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 19

REFERRING TO the murder of
Shraddha Walkar, allegedly by
her live-in partner Aaftab
Poonawala, in South Delhi as a
case of “love jihad”, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
said that “an Aaftab will be born
inevery city” if the country does-
n't have a powerful leader, and
called for the re-election of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in2024.
Addressing a BJP poll rally in
Adipur, in Kutch district, on
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Shraddha
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based ayurvedic medicine, for Arthritis,
Cervical, Spondylitis, Slip Disc, Sciatica and
other Vata Dosha related diseases.

Regenerates damaged cartilage, improves blood circulation, rejuvenates
degenerated cells and regulates pain markers.

Highly beneficial in knee pain, backache, shoulder pain,
neck pain and pain in hips and joints.
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All our medicines are available at Patanjali Stores, leading medical, ayurvedic and others stores across India.

The usage of the medicine mentioned above is suggestive in nature and it is the choice of the treatment in the management of above-mentioned diseases.
Avoid self-medication and always take the medicines under medical supervision.

Shop Online- www.patanjaliayurved.net | Customer Care Number - 18001804108 | Email ID - feedback@patanjaliayurved.org | Website - www.patanjaliayurved.org
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WHEN THE NIZAM WAS PROJECTED AS CALIPH'S SUCCESSOR, AND HYDERABAD A
MAGNET FOR GLOBAL MUSLIMS

The Nizams had created a state that would rival Constantinople as the repository of Islamic culture and
learning. After integration of Hyderabad to Indiain 1948, the link between local and global Muslims was lost

ENTERTAINMENT

PUZZLES AND GAMES

ZEENAT AMAN’'SENTRY
TOBOLLYWOOD
Looking back at Zeenat
Aman’s debut film Hare
Rama Hare Krishna
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SUDOKU FROM THE
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Football World Cup:
Favourites, underdogs,
& what to look out for?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In the shadow of several human rights
violations, including the death of 9 Indian
migrant workers, the 2022 FIFA Men’s
World Cup will kick off on November 20

FROM PAGE ONE
Rise above geo-political interests: Shah

proposed to set up a permanent
secretariatinIndia tosustain the fo-
cuson counteringterror financing.

In similar remarks, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, who
also addressed the conference,
pointed to the “use (of) terrorism
asatool of statecraft” by some, and
said the world needs to rise above
political divides toaddress the peril.

In his speech, Shah also pro-
posed a five-pronged strategy to
deal with terror financing, includ-
inga “monitoring framework” for
cooperation between intelligence
agencies. Calling for “beyond-bor-
der cooperation”, he emphasised
the need for “complete trans-
parency” among countriesin shar-
ing intelligence.

“Some countries, their govern-
ments and their agencies have
made terrorism their state policy.
In these terror havens, it is neces-
sary to shackle their unrestrained
activities along with a strict eco-
nomic crackdown. All the coun-
tries of the world will have tomake

up their minds on this, risingabove
their geo-political interests,” said
Shah.Hisremarks are seenasaref-
erence to Pakistan and recent de-
velopments in Afghanistan that
have forced the West tore-engage
withIslamabad, givenitsinfluence
inKabul.

“Some countries repeatedly
support terrorists and those who
harbour terrorism... terrorism has
nointernational boundaries, soall
countries should think beyond
politics and cooperate with each
other,” he said, in what was inter-
preted as a reference to China too.

Shah asked all countries to
build consensus on a common
definition of terrorism and terror
financing.

Calling for a long-term strat-
egy, he outlined some priority is-
sues including: preventing diver-
sion from legal financial
instruments by fighting
anonymity in financial networks;
restricting the use of proceeds of
other crimes for terrorist activities;

preventing use of new financial
technologies, virtual assets like
crypto-currencies, wallets etc,, for
terror activities; eliminating the
use of illegal channels, cash couri-
ers, hawala by terror networks;
preventing the use of non-profit
organisation tospread terrorideol-
ogy; continuous capacity building
of counter-terror and financial in-
telligence agencies of all countries.
Shah said the strategy to fight
terror financing must be based on
“five pillars”. “The first pillar is to
establish a comprehensive moni-
toring framework involving coop-
eration, coordination,and collabo-
ration among all intelligence and
investigative agencies,” he said.
He listed other pillars as: the
strategy of trace, target and termi-
nate, to be adopted from low-level
economicoffencestomore organ-
ised economic crimes; strength-
ening and harmonising the legal
structuresrelated to terror finance;
developing a robust mechanism
against the misuse of Next

Generation technology; strength-
ening the legal and regulatory
framework for asset recovery.
Meanwhile, Jaishankar said
that among reasons behind the
growing threat of terrorism in re-
centyears was the “continued ten-
dency of some to use terrorismas
atool of statecraft and willingness
of others to justify and obfuscate
that”. He said it was “important
thatall states collectively follow an
undifferentiated and undiluted
approach to terrorism”. “Terror is
terrorand no political spin canever
justifyit. World needs torise above
political divides to address this
peril. The battle against terrorism
must be fought resolutely on all
fronts, in all situations and at all
places. The challenge, however, is
that while the bad guys think
global and lateral, the good guys
still think national and vertical.
Essential to encourage a ‘whole of
the government’ approach at
home and a ‘whole of the world’
approach abroad,” he said.

e Thanks to Namibia for cheetahs? India abstains on ivory trade vote

management” at CITES, for its
longstanding proposal to allow
trade inivory.

Indeed, it said as much. “We
have approached India to support
us in this regard as per the provi-
sion of the agreement,” Romeo
Muyunda, chief public relations of-
ficer of Namibia’s Ministry of
Environment, Forestry and
Tourism, told The Indian Express
last month.

Reacting to the report, the
Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change had said the
“Government of India has not re-
ceived any written communica-
tion from the Republic of Namibia

regarding lifting of ban on ivory
trade”.

Asked Saturday why India ab-
stained fromvoting and if this was
a policy shift, Chandra Prakash
Goyal, Director General of Forests
in the Environment Ministry, said
he was not aware of the circum-
stances in which the voting took
place. “What is important is that
the (ivory trade) proposal was de-
feated,” he said.

Contacted Saturday, Muyunda
declined to comment.

For over three decades, India
has opposed the international
ivory trade. In fact, India designed
theiconic CITES logoin the formof

anelephantwaybackin 1981.The
ivory trade was globally banned in
1989 when all African elephant
populations were put in CITES
Appendix L. The populations of
Namibia, Botswana and Zimba-
bwe were transferred to Appendix
Ilin 1997 and South Africa’s in
2000. No trade is allowed in
species listed in CITES Appendix I
while trade is strictly regulated in
those under Appendix L

In 1999 and 2008, Namibia,
along with Zimbabwe and, later,
Botswana and South Africa, was
permitted by CITES to conduct
one-off sales of ivory stockpiled
from natural elephant deathsand
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seizures from poachers.
Subsequently, Namibia’s pro-
posal for allowing a regular form
of controlled trade in ivory by
delisting the elephant populations
of the four countries from CITES
Appendix Il was rejected at the
CoP17(2016)and CoP18(2019).At
CoP19, the proposal was moved by
Zimbabwe but met the same fate.
Namibia and other southern
Affican countries argue that their
elephant populations have
bounced backand that their stock-
piled ivory, if sold internationally,
can generate much-needed rev-
enue for elephant conservation
and incentivizing communities.

e Gauhati HC

be, has to work under the ambit
of law and if arbitrary actions are
allowed, nobody willbe safein the
country anymore.

“He may be SP of any district,
even your IG, DIG, whoever may
be, theIASauthority, the DG, he has
to pass through the gamut of law.
Only because they head the police
department, they can’t break any-
body’s house. Nobody is safein this
country then, if this is permitted.
We are not that. Procedure has to
be followed,” he said.

Indians live in a democratic
set-up and no official of the police
or administration can bulldoze
someone’s house without requi-
site permission under the guise of
investigation, he said.

“Inmy limited career hereand
at the Bar,  have not come across
any police officer usingabulldozer
by way of a search warrant.”

“In a lighter vein, I have not
seen even Hindi movies of that
category. Director Shetty can pres-
ent a story of your SP. Rohit
Shetty? He canmake a film of this.
Is it a gang war or a police opera-
tion?... I forgot the name of the
movie... Ajay Devgn’s. For that
also, he had to show the order,”
the Chief Justice said.

Asking the SP’s counsel to take
up the bulldozing matter with
higher-upsin the police adminis-
tration, he said, “Your DG may not
be knowing also, about this inci-
dent. Putit to the notice of higher-
ups... putitto some higher-upin
the Home department or this will
never be resolved. You have tofind
out, carve out a way out of it. You
can prosecute him (accused) for
whatever offence he has commit-
ted... Who gave power to your SP
to bulldoze the house?”

Stating that the words law and
order are used together in Indian
jurisprudence, the Chief Justice
said law and order cannot be con-
trolled by bulldozing someone’s
house under the “guise of investi-
gation”.

The High Court set December
12 as the next date of hearing.

e Permanent secretariat

establishment said the proposal
was still at an initial stage.

“During the deliberations,
India has sensed the need for per-
manency of this unique initiative
of NMFT, in order to sustain the
continued global focus on coun-
tering the financing of terrorism.
Timeisripe fora permanent secre-
tariatto be established.Inorder to
take this thought forward, the
chair statement includes the offer
to establish a permanent secre-
tariatin the country... India will cir-
culate adiscussion paper toall par-
ticipating jurisdictions for their
valuable comments,” Shah said in
his speech.

“India is positioning itself as a
global player in the anti-terrorism
fight since we have experience in
handling Islamic terrorism,
Khalistani  terrorism, and
Northeast insurgency. Such expe-
rienceis crucial to provide this kind
of leadership tothe global counter-
terrorism fight. Indiais keentoes-
tablish a secretariat to deal with
money launderingas well as com-
bating the financing of terrorism
issues,” said an official who is part
of the deliberation process on the
NMFT Secretariat.

The official said that while the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
was coordinating efforts to choke
terror financing through sanctions
and capacity building in many
states, many facets of terror financ-
ingand certain geographical areas
need more focused attention.

“This is where India’s varied

experience and the NMFT
Secretariat would extend a help-
ing hand...India is also position-
ingitself as a global player in anti-
terrorism initiatives and not just
limiting its discourse to Pakistan-
related issues,” said another offi-
cial.

Sources said the FATF's views
were sought, and the international
body isin agreement.

During the two-day confer-
ence, Shah held anumber ofbilat-
eral meetings, including with the
FATF chief. “Inthe bilateral meeting
with FATF president T Raja Kumar,
Shah, while appreciating the role
of FATF, emphasised that there is
need for FATF to continuously
monitor the tendencies of some of
the countries to sponsor terror-
ism,” the Home Minister’s office
saidina statement.

“Kumar lauded the initiative
taken by India for hosting the
NMFT conference and expressed
the willingness of FATF, the global
watchdogon terror financing and
money laundering, to work closely
on anti-money laundering/ com-
bating the financing of terrorism
issues under India’s G20 priori-
ties,” the statement said.

Ina tweet, the FATF said: “At
the conference, Kumar called
for a push to tackle terrorist fi-
nancing and warned that
Islamist extremist and far-right
terrorist groups are using
covert methods to transfer
funds, including the use of
crypto assets.”

e Himanta pitch for Modi 2024

Friday, Sarma said: “Aap ne abhi
suna hai, abhi desh ka mahaul. Koi
Aaftab ne Shraddha behen ko
Mumbai se leke aaya aur lovejihad
kenaam pe, paintees tukdakar diya.
Aur uske baad, unka dead body
fridge mein rakha. Jab dead body
fridge mein tha, usi samay aur ek
ladki ko leke aaya, aur wahan woh
dating karna shuru kar diya. Toh
desh ko agar aqj ek taqaatvar neta
nahin hota hai, desh ko maa
maanne walaek sarkarnahin hoga,
toh har shahar mein aisa Aaftab
paida hoga... Hum hamara samaj
karaksha nahin kar payenge.”

(“You must have heard about
the situation in the country.Some
Aaftab brought Shraddha from
Mumbai, and, in the name of love
jihad, cut her into 35 pieces. Then
he kept her body in the fridge.
While the body was in the fridge,
hebroughtanother girl and started
dating her. If the country does not
have a strong leader, if it doesn’t
have agovernment that considers
the country its mother, then such
an Aaftab will be born in every
city.. We will not be able to protect
our society”).

“Adjisiliye, hamare liye bahut hi
important hai ki... desh ko zaroori
hai ki Narendra Modiji ko 2024 mein
teesra baar desh mein Pradhan
Mantri banana chahiye. Aur desh
mein jitna samasya hai, saara
samasya Modiji ka haath mein
samadhan hona chahiye (That is
why; it is very important for us to
bring back Narendra Modiji as
Prime Minister for a third term in

2024. And all the problems of the
country should be resolved by
him),” said Sarma.

Earlier in the day, addressing
anotherrally in Anjar, alsoin Kutch,
Sarma first brought up the murder
case. “The country should also
have alaw on love jihad. How can
we tolerate this? For all this, the
country wants a government at
the Centre that has the capability
to take decisions,” he said.

This was the first time that the
murder, which has hit national
headlines and triggered outrage,
was raked up in the campaign for
the Gujarat Assembly polls,sched-
uled for December 1 and 5. Kutch
district has a sizable Muslim pop-
ulation.

Nearly 20 central and state
leaders of the BJP campaigned
across the state on Friday. Besides
Kutch, Sarma addressed rallies in
Kamrej constituency of Surat.

In Adipur, Sarma also made a
pitch for a Uniform Civil Code.
“People ask till when will a man
keep marrying three times? I tell
them, you don’t have to wait long
because the Uniform Civil Code
will come and the Mussalman beti
will get respect. Women will no
longer be treated as toys,” he said.

“I shut down madrasas and
was asked about my intention. So
I said, my intention is clear: our
Muslim brothers and sisters
should be doctors and engineers,
so we shut down the madrasas,”
he said, adding that all madrasas
operated on government funds.

e Not ‘fake fans’: Indians make presence felt

you, the facesand familiar accents
definitely will. At the Al Wakra
Metro Station, Rohan Kumar, wag-
ging hisoverlarge glove on his right
hand, directs confused passengers
to the entry gate. Kumar, from
Ranchi, works as an accountant
but took a month off so that he
could be a volunteer at the World
Cup. “It is boring to do the same
thing for four-five hours a day, but
[like football and I like seeing peo-
ple from around the world,” he
says.

He is one of the several thou-
sands of Indian volunteers, a
chunkwhomareworkingin Qatar,
juggling with an array of duties.

There are also thousands of
volunteers who have travelled
fromIndia, eager to join the festival
of football because they feel this
would be the closest they could
ever get to watching a World Cup.

“I could not get a ticket, so |
chose tobe avolunteer.I thought|I
could meet people from all over
the world, but most of them here
are Indians only. I do not miss
home at all,” says Afsal P, from
Kozhikode, with a guffaw. The vol-
unteer head of the Lusail Stadium,
which will host the World Cup fi-
nal, is Malappuram man P C
Noufal, who has become an
overnight celebrity back home.

Some of the fans who travelled
from India expressed their irrita-
tion at news reports that claimed
most Indian fans were “paid fans”.

“That (the publishing of such
reports) is because they have no
idea how mad people in India are
about football,” says Bhaskar from
Mangaluru, who managed to get
a match ticket after waiting for
three hours at the Main Ticket
Centre, where tickets for select
matches could be brought over the
counter.

Fans from India showed up in
numbers to greet most of the big
teams. The England teamwas sur-
prised,as was the Argentina team.

“Here, there are more Indian
supporters for these teams than
fans from their countries,” Bhaskar
quips.

FIFA president Gianni
Infantino, during a press confer-
ence on Saturday in Doha, criti-
cised those who painted Indian
fans as fake.

“Can someone who looks
maybe like an Indian not cheer for
England, or for Spain or
Germany?” he asked. “You know
what this is? This is racism. This is
pure racism. And we can stop
that,” he said.

Fans and volunteers aside,
there is an invisible subcontinen-
tal diaspora in the country. The
lyricist of the World Cup fan song,
HayyaMa'ana - Let The Game Win,
is Prasanth Mathew from Kerala.
So is the leading vocalist of the
song — Allen George Varghese, a
Qatar-based musicianand profes-
sional audio engineer. The hotels

inside the fan accommodation
clusters are mostly run by Malayali
caterers. There, you could find any-
thing from a Kerala porotta to a
Malabar biriyani.

Basheer, the manager of an
outlet, says: “Many of the Arabian
dishes are popular in Kerala, like
shawarma and kuzhimandi
(flavoured rice with meat).
Similarly, porottas and biriyanis are
quite popularamong Qataris too,”
he says.

Leading up to the World Cup,
street and mural artistes from
India and Pakistan painted the
walls of Al Mansoura Metro
Station with what they call “truck
art”, a display of captions (like
dekho magar pyaar se,or Horn OK
Please, or Goods Carrier), intricate
floral patterns, and calligraphy.

Blank out the Manhattan-like
skyscrapers, the swanky malls, the
Formula One track-like highways
and the decorous stadiums, the
city would look familiar, like an up-
scale neighbourhood in an Indian
metro. Itis as if India is making up
forits distant dreams of qualifying
for a Word Cup. If not an Indian
feel, there is an Indian voice and
presence at the World Cup. A le-
gion of fans too has descended.

It's not surprising as there
are 7.5 lakh Indians, mostly
from Kerala, Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab and Tamil Nadu, in
Doha. That is one fourth of
Qatar’s entire population.

e Data Bill

that could be imposed on anen-
tity has been capped at Rs 500
crore per instance of violation.

However, the government
“reserves the right to increase it
(the penalty), modify it, as the
case may be down the road,”
Chandrasekhar said. “The fines
were brought in to signal that we
will use financial penalties as the
way to create a culture among
datafiduciaries of no misuse and
protecting consumers’ data. This
is the initial number of Rs 500
crore, and the government re-
serves the right to increase it,
modify it, as the case may be
down the road,” he said.

Since regulations around
technology issues are constantly
evolving, Chandrasekhar said
that the magnitude of penalties
and other provisions will be pe-
riodically reviewed by the Centre
and the Data Protection Board —
the proposed body to enforce
provisions of the Bill.

TheBill also says that the cen-
tral government could notify pri-
vate entities that will be exempt
from adhering to some of its pro-
visions. Chandrasekhar explained
that the measure has been pro-
posed because the government
does not want early stage start-
ups to be “burdened” by the Bill.
He also clarified that such exemp-
tions will only be given to entities
“for a particular period of time”
and in a “transparent” manner.

e In Morbi, BJP banks on old face; his rescue video becomes campaign theme

the upcoming Gujarat Assembly
polls, builds his campaign around
the video which had gone viralon
social media showing him waist-
deep in the river amid struggling
victims against the backdrop of the
collapsed suspension bridge.

It was Morbi district’s third
tragedy after the 1979 Machchhu
dam disaster and the 2001 Kutch
earthquake. The bridge was
owned by the Morbi municipality,
the BJP-ruled civic body, which
had handed it over to Ajanta
Manufacturing Pvt Ltd (Oreva
group)foroperations and mainte-
nance for 15 years.

On the campaign trail in the
villages of his constituency’s
Maliya taluka, Amrutiya, 61, harps
on his narrative as to how he
jumped into Machchhu'’s “filthy
waters” and rescued people, as vil-
lagers applaud him. “People have
died inthe bridge collapse and this
isthereason we have decided that

there will be neither loud music,
nor garlanding, or sweetsinmeals
in our campaigning,” he tells re-
porters.

Days after he jumped into the
river, Amrutiya, aformer five-time
BJP MLA, was declared by the BJP
as its candidate from Morbi in
place of the incumbent MLA and
minister Brijesh Merja.

The Morbi disaster draws
mixed reactions from local voters.
“People have died. My own rela-
tive’s granddaughter was among
the victims. Itis painful. But even-
tually, people will forget that,”
Naran Dasadiya, a farmer from
Sultanpur village, says.

Several other people say the
BJP government and the munici-
pality could not absolve them-
selves of their responsibility. “The
bridge collapsed due to the gov-
ernment’s negligence,” says
Mahesh Bhojani, a resident of
Manabavillage. He howeveradds,

New Delhi

“The Congress is not fielding any
deserving candidate. Even if peo-
plevote for them, they switch over
tothe BJPlateron.”

Of the six BJP wins in Morbi
seat so far, five have been scored
by Amrutiya, who won successive
elections since 1995 up to 2017,
when his victory march was
halted as Merja,apparently riding
an anti-BJP wave following the
Patidar quotastir, defeated him by
3,419 votes. Merja defected to the
BJPin2020, wonabypoll fromthe
same seat as a BJP candidate and
was made a minister.

However, the BJP denied ticket
to Merja for the upcoming polls,
fallingback onold-timer Amrutiya
to defend its bastion in the wake
of amajor disaster.

“This is nothing short of a
miracle which has happened
thanks to the grace of god. Even
after losing the election, I didn’t
down the shutters of my office.

kept on serving people. In Covid
times, after my appeal, industri-
alists set up facilities for 3,000
beds for those who had con-
tracted Covid, arranged injec-
tions and oxygen for them.
Around 1,000 people died sol or-
ganised a katha (religious dis-
course) for peace of victims...
Thus, we stayed among the peo-
ple,” Amrutiya tells a rally in
Virvadarka village. “I have good
connections at the very top level
(of the BJP) as well as here at the
bottom. In the middle are a cou-
ple of dabhuriya (prickly ele-
ments). ButI can tackle them.”

While Merja is a native of
Chamanpar village in Maliya
taluka, he was not accompany-
ing Amrutiya on his campaignin
villages of this taluka. “That is
fine. He comes to our public
meetings and delivers speeches.
That is enough,” Amrutiya tells
The Indian Express.
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Multi-cr heist:
Conduct IPS
officer’s lie

detector test in
Delhi, STF told

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
GURGAON, NOVEMBER 19

AGURGAON district court Friday
directed the Haryana Special
Task Force (STF) to conduct a lie
detector test of IPS officer
Dheeraj Kumar Setia, who is ac-
cused of allegedly taking a bribe
to cover up a multi-crore theft
case last year, from the Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL) CBI,
New Delhi, instead of FSL
Gandhinagar, Gujarat.

Setia had filed an application
requesting that his polygraph
test be conducted from an inde-
pendent agency and not from
FSL Gandhinagar or any other
FSL mentioned in an earlier ap-
plication submitted by the pros-

ecution in May.
Additional Sessions Judge
Tarun Singal said, “... apprehen-

sionraised by applicant/accused
that test may not be conducted
in a fair or impartial manner is
not totally misplaced.”

The court said the accused
stated that on July 11 and 12,
when he went to FSL
Gandhinagar, he was not permit-
ted to get the test conducted in
the presence of his lawyer and
the FSL1ab directed that name of
the lawyer must be mentioned
in the order. He was informed
that the lawyer shall not be per-
mitted to remain present during
preliminary proceedings. On July
25, the court allowed an applica-
tion moved by the accused and
directed that the test be con-
ducted in presence of his lawyers
as per directions of the Supreme
Court in an earlier case.

The accused appeared before
an officer at Gandhinagar on

‘Safe balcony, safe child’: AIIMS launches new campaign

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 19

AIIMS DELHI has launched a
campaign called ‘Safe Balcony,
Safe Child’ to make people
aware of one of the prominent
reasons for deaths of children
under 12, which is a fall from a
height, usually a balcony.

The campaign has been
launched after a study concluded
that falling from a height is the
biggest killeramong children un-
der 12 in India and that one per-
sondies fromahead injury every
3 minutes and 30% of those head
injuries are witnessed in kids.

Dr Deepak Gupta, Professor
of Neurosurgery at AIIMS, said
balcony railing height should be

made “twice the height of chil-
drenin the family”. “Children of-
ten end up climbing the railing of
the balcony unprotected and fall
over —many such children die or
sustain severe head injuries. Such
deaths and injuries are com-
pletely preventable,” he said.
According to the epidemio-
logical study conducted among
children less than 16 years of age

at AIIMS, 1,000 children with
head injuries were admitted at
AIIMS trauma centre over a pe-
riod of four years, Dr Shefali
Gulati, Professor of Paediatric
Neurology, said. “Boys were two
times more affected with head in-
juries than girls and over 60% of
them were due to a fall from
height/balcony,” Dr Gulati,whois
the other author of the study;, said.

FORE SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT, NEW DELHI ADMISSIONS

41 Years of Excellence

Established in 1992, FORE School of Management (FSM), is committed to the advancement of Management Education,
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Pradhan Mantri

August 2, where the officer ap-

prised the applicant that the ad-
vocate will not be allowed to be
present during preliminary in-
terrogation and would only be
allowed to sit in the adjoining
room during recording of the lie
detector test.

“... The applicant raised ob-
jection to the said conduct of FSL
but in vain... The applicant sub-
mitted that STF on its own had
got test of Dr Gurpratap Singh
(one of the accused in the case)
conducted from FSL, CBI, New
Delhi but in the case of applicant,
they are trying to influence re-
sults... by choosing FSL as per
their convenience,” the court
said, listing grounds of objection
of the accused.

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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AAP MINISTER JAILED IN ALLEGED MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Massage in Tihar video is latest flas

hpoint as

BJP targets Jain; Sisodia calls it ‘ghatiya soch’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 19

A VIDEO of jailed Aam Aadmi
Party minister Satyendar Jain
getting a massage in his cell in
Tihar Jail surfaced on Saturday,
prompting a fierce war of words
between the BJP and AAP.

While the BJP accused the
AAP of ‘abuse of power’ and pro-
moting ‘VVIP culture’, Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
clarified that Jain was receiving
physiotherapy after two spinal
surgeries and alleged that the BJP
was trying to make a mockery of
Jain's illness to win elections in
Gujarat and MCD.

BJP leader Gaurav Bhatia, ata
press conference, said, “The ‘kat-
tar beimaan’ thug is getting a
massage in jail by violating laws.
He’s been jailed for five months
now but has still not been sacked
as a minister. The video shows
VVIP culture.” He also termed the
AAP a ‘spa and massage party’.

Reacting to the allegations,
Sisodia said Jain had suffered a
spinal discinjury when he fell in
jailand the accident pinched his

—— BRIEFLY —

Tunnelling work
onPhase 4
Metro stretch

complete

New Delhi: The Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation Saturday
completed tunnelling work
between Krishna Park
Extension and Keshopuron
the upcoming Janakpuri
West-RK Ashram Marg cor-
ridor under Phase IV.
Officials said that on
Saturday at Krishna Park
Extension, the tunnel bor-
ingmachine bored a 14-km
tunnel in the presence of
Secretary, Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs,
DMRC chairman and other
senior officials.

NGT orders
realtortopayRs
10 crforillegally
felling trees

Gurgaon: The National
Green Tribunal has ordered
areal estate company to
pay a compensation of Rs
10 crore forillegally cutting
over 500 trees on five acres
of protected forest land in
Faridabad.

AQlremains
‘poor’, GRAP
stage1,2curbs

tocontinue

New Delhi: The ongoing
measures under stage 1and
2 of the Graded Response
Action Plan will continue,
with the air quality remain-
ing in the ‘poor’ category.
The CsAQM sub-committee
on GRAP decided “there
doesn’tseemtobeaneedto
invoke stage-3".ENS

Cong poll pitch: ‘Thls Delln will be Sheila

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 19

THE CONGRESS is harking back to
the times of “Sheila ji’s Delhi” as
part of its campaign for the up-
coming MCD elections.

Congress leaders who are part
of the campaign for the MCD polls
are turning to what they say was
abetter Delhi under former Chief
Minister Sheila Dikshit.

Anil Chaudhary, President,
Delhi Pradesh  Congress
Committee, said, “This election
will be fought over a polluted
Delhi and a clean one. In the past
eight years, the AAP has polluted
Delhi, not just the environment,
butalso the politics. In the past 15
years, the BJP-ruled MCD has
been in a bad shape and cor-
rupted it. The ‘meri chamakti Dilli’

Jain has been in prison since
May in connection with an
alleged money laundering
case registered by the ED

nerve. He was hospitalised, un-
derwent two surgeries, and was
recommended regular physio-
therapy by doctors, he said.
Stating that Jain was diag-
nosed with L5-S-1 disc damage,
Sisodia accused the BJP of politi-
cising an illness and conspiring
to keep Jain in prison. “I cannot
even imagine that the BJP has
stooped so low that it is making
fun of someone’s illness. Firstly,
they put a man in jail who is in-
nocent; now they are making fun
of hisillness by leaking this video

of treatment,” he said and called
it “ghatiya soch, ghatiya harkat”.
Asked if Jain would be re-
moved from his ministerial post,
he said: “BJP ki manohar ka-
haaniyon se mantripad se thodi
hata diyajaayega kisi aadmi ko (A
person will not be removed as a
minister simply because of the
BJP's cooked up stories).”
Taking a dig at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Sisodia added:
“Desh ke pradhan mantri bhi
beemaar ho sakte hain, unhe bhi
ilaaj ki zaroorat padh sakti hai(The
Prime Minister of the country
canalso fall sick. Even he may re-
quire treatment)... But only BJP
can go low and do cheap tactics
just to win elections. It is BJP’s
forte to do politics on someone’s
ailments and treatment. No other
party except BJP can do this.”
“To win elections, you are
making fun of a sick person.
Don’t you (BJP) feel ashamed?
You should feel ashamed to re-
sort to such cheap tactics,” said
Sisodia.
Sisodia added, “A person in
jail has the right to receive treat-
ment and therapy. The court in-
structed the Enforcement

Directorate (ED) to ensure that
videos should not be leaked. Yet
the video was leaked to give ef-
fect to BJP's conspiracy to make a
mockery of Jain’s ailment. This is
contempt of court order. We will
take action on this separately.”

Jain has been in prison since
May in connection with an al-
leged money laundering case
registered by the ED. Earlier this
week, a jail superintendent was
suspended by Delhi Chief
Secretary Naresh Kumar over al-
leged VIP treatment to the AAP
minister. He was posted in cell
number 7 where Jain is lodged.

“The sacking of the jail super-
intendent... was justan eyewash
for the people of Delhi. The truth
is thatJain is the master of of cor-
ruption and he is running the
business for Kejriwal from jail,
that’s why he is being provided
special treatment...,” alleged
BJP’s Bhatia.

Delhi BJP president Adesh
Gupta has also written to L-G VK
Saxena demanding a high-level
inquiry into the arrangements at
Tihar and requested an order for
24-hour surveillance of Jain’s
cell.

Minister moves court
against ED over ‘leak’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 19

AAPMINISTER Satyendar Jain has
moved a court in Delhi seeking
contempt proceedings against
the Enforcement Directorate for
allegedly leaking CCTV footage in
which he is seen receiving mas-
sage inside Tihar Jail, his lawyers
said. Special Judge Vikas Dhullis-
sued a notice to the ED on Jain's
plea, asking the agency to file its
response by Monday.

Jainhasin his pleaaccused the
ED of leaking the footage “despite
an undertaking given in the
court” that no material related to
the case will be divulged to the
media. “The ED had in a hearing
before the special court given an
undertaking that it will not leak
the footage that was contained in
apendrive. We have moved con-
tempt proceedings against the
agency, which will have to explain

how this leak took place. We have
submitted a list of social media
accounts which out the video
along with relevant case laws re-
lating to contempt proceedings,”
adefence lawyer for Jain said.

CCTV footage of Jain getting
massages at Tihar jail emerged on
Saturday morning.

Earlier, during a bail hearing,
the ED had accused Jain of getting
special treatment inside the jail.

The court had ordered the ED
as well as Jain’s legal team not to
leak any content of affidavits or
video related to the case to the
mediaand had taken their under-
takings in that regard.

The court had, however, re-
fused to put any restriction on or
pass any direction to the media.

The court had on November
17 denied bail to Jain. It observed
that“Jain was actually involved in
concealing the proceeds of crime
by giving cash to the Kolkata-
based entry operators”.

Cops find CCTV footage ‘showing Aaftab with
bag and backpack’, more searches in Gurgaon

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 19

THE DELHI Police Saturday con-
ducted further searches in
Gurgaon to look for the missing
murder weapon and other evi-
dence in connection with the
murder of 27-year-old Shraddha
Walkar. Police teams went to a
forested area in DLF Phase 3 and
searched for hours, but couldn’t
find anything significant, inves-
tigators said.

Officers have been question-
ing the accused, 28-year-old
Aaftab Poonawala, and conduct-
ing searches across four states to
find key evidence. He is accused
of allegedly killing his live-in
partner and chopping her body
into multiple pieces. Delhi Police
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Visuals purportedly show Aaftab carrying what appears to be
abackpack and a bag and walking in the lane around 3-4 am

say he allegedly told them that
he discarded the pieces in

Mebhrauli forest.
On Saturday, teams went to

Gurgaon, where Poonawala
worked ata call centre, and con-
ducted searches in the forest
area as they suspect he might
have dumped the murder
weapon, Walkar’s phone and
body pieces on his way to work.
“There are many discrepancies
in his disclosure statement. We
have to widen our search since
the phone’s last location was
captured outside Delhi,” said an
officer. Police officials were seen
with metal detectors, and they
returned after almost two hours.

CCTV footage, almost a
month old, has also been recov-
ered from the Chattarpur Pahadi
area, where the couple lived.
Visuals purportedly show
Poonawala carrying what ap-
pears to be abackpack and abag
and walking in the lane around

3-4 am. The footage is being
checked and will be mapped to
see what route he took.

Another police team in
Mumbai is questioning Walkar’s
ex-employers and friends who
were in touch with her and
knew about the alleged fights
between the couple. Police also
took Poonawala and seized
clothes and other articles from
his house. They will be sent to a
forensic lab for examination.

The alleged murder weapon,
a mini-saw, is yet to be recov-
ered. Bloodstained clothes,
which Poonawala allegedly
threw in the MCD garbage van,
have also not been found.

Police will be sending
Poonawala for a narco-analysis
test soon as his custody ends on
Tuesday.

Hired in 2019, 54 managers working at 13 Delhi
govt hospitals say contracts not being renewed

ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 19

FIFTY-FOUR hospital managers
across 13 Delhi government hos-
pitals have claimed that authori-
tiesasked them not to mark their
attendance from Saturday on-
wards and not join work as their
contracts have expired and will
not be renewed again. They also
claimed they have notbeen given
anything in writingand were only
verbally informed by their med-
ical directors and superintend-
ents on Friday.

“Our contract ended on June
31, but we continued working in
the hope that it will be extended
again...as it has happened for the
last three years. However, neither
did we receive our salary nor
were our contracts renewed in
these last four months,” said

campaign is against this... this
Delhi will be Sheila ji's Delhi.”

“The Congress has given the
city 15yearsunder Sheilaji. When
work happened then, it pro-
ceeded with a vision. There was
thought that went into where we
should be and what the path to
that goal should be. For instance,
on pollution, diesel buses were re-
moved from the streets. Taxis and
autos were converted to CNG.
Sheila ji and the Congress were
concerned about the city. There
were efforts then to increase the
green cover,” he said.

On pollution now, only tem-
porary arrangements are made,
like the ‘Red light On, Gaadi off
campaign and the odd-evenrule,
rather than permanent ones that
are needed, he said.

The ‘vision document’ re-
leased by the party on Saturday

Saurabh Kumar, superintendent
(Facilities Management), at Lal
Bahadur Shastri Hospital. The
hospital administration was un-
available for comment.

Kumar and others were hired
in2019 after a recruitment circu-
lar was issued by the Directorate
General of Health Services, which
approved the proposal for cre-
ation of 92 posts of superintend-
ents for hospital management in
Delhi government hospitals.

While the initial plan was to
allocate 92 seats, 54 were fi-
nalised at 13 government hospi-
tals. Each hospital was given be-
tween four and 12 managers,
depending on the number of
beds. Hospitals with more beds
suchas Lok Nayak and GuruTegh
Bahadur were allotted 12 such
managers. Others such as Deen
Dayal Upadhyay Hospital, Dr
Baba Saheb Ambedkar Hospital

The ‘vision document’
released by the party on
Saturday identified 11
priorities. Praveen Khanna

identified 11 priorities, including
reducing air and Yamuna pollu-
tion levels, clearing unprocessed
waste and the landfill sites, “dou-
bling the income of the munici-
pality” through “zero corruption”
and strengthening the revenue
base, and sustainable solid waste

and GB Pant Institute of
Postgraduate Medical Education
and Research were allotted eight
managers each. Four managers
each were provided to hospitals
with 100-300 beds.

According to sources, the
managers were to be in-charge of
services ranging from house-
keeping, sanitation and kitchen
management, to specialised
medical requirements and equip-
ment handling.

Jaan Mohammed, superin-
tendent (Hospital Manager) at
Lok Nayak Hospital, said hospital
superintendents were hired in
four categories — Equipment &
Stores, Facilities Management/
Caretaking, Patient Facilitation
and Caretaking. “On Friday, we
were told not to come to the hos-
pital from Saturday. Higher au-
thorities said state health secre-
tary Amit Singla has conveyed to

management. The tagline is for a
pollution-free, corruption-free,
dhalao-free, garbage-free Delhi.
Haroon Yusuf whowas amin-
ister in the Sheila Dikshit govern-
ment, said, “Our government in
Delhi was sensitive towards the
people. With the issue of pollu-
tion, vehicles were converted to
CNG. This government is depend-
ing on hoardings and posters. As
a minister, she (Dikshit) used to
tell me that we must not spend
much on advertisements. Delhi
life has gone down so much. In
the MCD elections, people are re-
membering us...the Congress
government and Sheila Dikshit.”
Regarding AAP campaign that
say that the Congress is “zero in
Delhi”, Chaudhary said: “Delhi is
now number one in pollution.
The government is now number
one in corruption. Satyendar Jain

not take work from hospital man-
agers as the Delhi L-G has ap-
proved taking on hospital man-
agers from Government
e-Marketplace (GEM).But he has
not given any directions regard-
ing the present 54 hospital man-
agers working in 13 Delhi govern-
ment hospitals...no direction has
beenissued regarding hiring from
GEM,” he claimed.

When contacted, Lok Nayak
medical director Dr Suresh
Kumar refused to comment on
the same. Amit Singla and officials
at the L-G’s office remained un-
available for acomment.

According to the note issued
in 2018 for the council of minis-
ters by Raajiv Yaduvanshi, then
principal secretary, health and
family welfare, the decision to
hire hospital managers was taken
to free up doctors from adminis-
trative work. “Involvement of

ji’s Delhi’

isrunning his office from jail. Was
the Aam Aadmi Party around be-
fore 2013? The Congress isamong
the oldest parties in the country.
Whether we win or lose elections
is part of the democratic process.
Based on winning or losing elec-
tions, you cannot decide whether
the Congressis in Delhi. Congress
workers have been highlighting
important issues. Hum chunav
haarte hain, lekin apne manviya
pehlu pe khare utarthe hain. On
importantissues, Kejriwal has re-
mained silent.”

The last time that the
Congress won a majority in the
MCD polls was in 2002, later los-
ing its hold over the MCD to the
BJPin 2007 and in 2012 after the
corporation was trifurcated. In
2017, the party won 30 seats. The
Congress hasreleased alistof 250
candidates for the polls.

doctors in administrative work
leads toreductionin their clinical
output. These doctors may not
have the requisite formal training
in hospital management.
Governments in states of Bihar,
Punjab and Madhya Pradesh en-
visioned the requirement of pro-
fessional manpower with mana-
gerial competence to work as
hospital managers and have cre-
ated these posts under National
Health Mission,” the note stated.
These hospital managers are
MBA graduates with degrees and
diplomas and were working with
private and government hospitals
before this appointment. “We
worked thinking our contracts
will be renewed, but so far we
have got nothing. No one from the
Secretariat and DGHS has con-
veyed anything to us in writing,”
said Rekha, one of the hospital
managers at DDU hospital.

REPLIES TO UKRAINIAN EX-WIFE’S PLEA

‘My son isn’t safe
in a war zone’:
Man accused of
kidnapping child

MALAVIKAPRASAD
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 19

AFTER BEING accused of kidnap-
ping his three-year-old son by his
former wife, a Ukrainian national,
anIndian man has claimed before
the Delhi High Court that his sonis
an Indian citizen and “cannot be
sent toawar zone area”.

The man stated in his reply to
the woman's petition that his son
has an Indian passport issued on
July 9, 2020. He stated that he
brought his son “through proper
channels after getting necessary
approvals from officials of both
countries” as Ukraine is a war
zone since February 22 and his
son was “not safe in a country
whichis in the state of war”.

The man denied that his son
was "ever a citizen of Ukraine" or
was issued a passport by the gov-
ernment there and claimed he is
the "natural guardian of the mi-
nor child". Further, the minor
child is an Indian citizen, and an
Indian citizen cannot be sent to a
war zone area which is not safe
even for the petitioner, he said.
Claiming that the woman's pleais
based on a concocted story, he
sought its dismissal.

The mandenied the woman's
assertions thatheisaddicted toal-
coholorthathe had physically and
orally abused her. With respect to
the two complaints lodged by the
woman with Ukrainian police, he
said the police did not take any ac-
tion against him as the "officials
found both complaints baseless".

"The remarks made by the po-
lice of Ukraine make it clear that
the petitioner was habitual of
making false complaints against
the answering respondent and
she was harassing him as he was
notacitizen of Ukraine," the reply
filed through advocate Harsh
Gupta stated. He further alleged
that his son was suffering from
"malnutrition, calcium deficiency
and even suffered a fungal infec-
tion which only got recovered af-
ter returning to India".

"[tis submitted that at present,
the petitioner (Ukrainian woman)
islivingwith her daughterand the
latter's boyfriend in a two-room
apartment,out of which, oneisac-
quired by the couple. Hence, the
petitioner has no sufficient space
for the upbringing and child's life,"
he stated.

He claimed he had to make a

police complaint to meet hisown
son, and the decision of the
Vinnytsia City Council passed on
July 15,2021, requiring the contact
of the father with the child after
the couple's divorce was passed
for the "well-being of the child as
the involvement of the father is
necessary to participate in the up-
bringing of the minor child".

Contending that he was never
informed by his ex-wife about his
son’'sadmission toakindergarten
school in Vinnytsia, he said, "The
answering respondent asked
many times to the petitioner to get
admission of the child in the pre-
school and paid money twice for
the said purpose to the peti-
tioner..."

"He again gave her the money,
but the petitioner never informed
him whether she had admitted
the child to any preschool.”" The
man later learnt that the child was
studying in ssthe same school
where the woman was working
asahelper.

The man also argued that "all
the vaccination of the child was
done solely by (him)and the peti-
tioner neveraccompanied (him)".
He further submitted that his son
is currently studying in a pre-
school in Ghaziabad.

As to the effect of the war be-
tween Russia-Ukraine on
Vinnytsia city, the father claimed
“on 16.03.2022, amissile struck at
a distance of 500 m from the
house of the answering respon-
dent”. He claimed he asked the
woman to leave the country with
the children as the city was not
safe, but she pushed him out of
her house. He allegedly told the
woman he would accompany her
to the country of her desire, but
she "blatantly refused". He further
submitted that according to the
"rules of border crossing for chil-
dren under 16 years during the
war, reminded by the Centre for
Combating Disinformation at the
National Security and Defense
Council of Ukraine", there was no
need for the minor child to be ac-
companied by both parents. He
submitted that he brought his
child from a war zone after com-
pleting all formalities.

He further alleged that while
staying with his mother, the mi-
nor child was under "trauma
and... was not able to respond
properly, but after reaching India,
agreatimprovement came inthe
child... mentally and physically".

Radisson Blu Ghaziabad
owner found dead at home

New Delhi: The owner of
Radisson Blu hotel in Ghaziabad’s
Kaushambi was found dead at his
home in Delhi’'s Commonwealth
Games village Saturday morning.

According to police, AmitJain,
who was in his 40s, was found
hanging by his family.

Police said they received a PCR
call at 12.25 pm. DCP (East)
Amrutha Guguloth said, “We
rushed to the spot and found that
Jain had come to his house in
Delhi in the morning after having
breakfast at his new house in
Noida. The family is currently
shifting to Noida. Yesterday,
everyone stayed back at their
Noida house. On Saturday morn-
ing, he left the house after break-
fast and dropped his brother,

Karan, at their office in Ghaziabad.
He then went to CWG village.
Later, when his son Aditya and
their driver reached the Delhi
house for some work, they found
him hanging.”

Adityatold police that he and
the driver had gone there to pick
up some goods forwork. Jain was
rushed to Max Hospital in
Patparganj, but doctors declared
him dead on arrival. “We have
taken down statements of rela-
tives and eyewitnesses. There are
no allegations of foul play so far.
Further inquiry is underway and
proceedings under Section 174
CrPC are being carried out. It has
come to our notice that the de-
ceased was under heavy debt,”
added the DCP.ENS

21 star campaigners, 14 roadshows:
BJP to begin mega campaign today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 19

FOURTEEN ROADSHOWS on
Sunday with 21 ‘star campaign-
ers’ including union ministers and
chief ministers of BJP-ruled states
— the party is pulling out all the
stops ahead of MCD polls.
According to party officials, the
leaders have been roped in to ap-
peal to a certain section of voters
based onregional and localissues.
For instance, Haryana CM
Manohar Lal Khattarwill cover ar-
eas where population of
Haryanvis and Jaats is in large
numbers. Similarly, BJP MP Manoj
Tiwari will conduct roadshowsin
Northeast Delhi’s Pushta and

New Delhi

Bhajanpura Chowk toreachoutto
Purvanchalis. Uttarakhand CM
Pushkar Dhami will hold road-
shows from Shriram Chowk,
Mandawali to Mandawali village,
which has several voters from
the Garhwal re-

Narendra Modi at the Centre and
MCD. They will talk to people, lis-
ten to their problems and take
suggestions. All 14 leaders have
been given different areas as Delhi
has people from different
states,” said party

gion. Union members.
Water Minister BJP general
Gajendra Singh secretary Kuljeet
Shekhawat will Singh  Chahal
campaign in ar- said, “The cam-
eas facing water Ic SENS paign towipe out
issues such as MCD POLLS 2022 AAP and (CM)
Mehrauli Vidhan Arvind Kejriwal's
Sabha. corruption in Delhi will start to-
“This willbeamajorcampaign ~ morrow. We are expecting 51% of

forthe polls. The leaders will reach
out to people to tell them about
the developmental works done
under the leadership of PM

the votes.”

The roadshows are being
held under the supervision of B]P
national president JP Nadda.
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14 November is World Diabetes Day.
This year, India is in sharp focus due to
the rise in the prevalence of diabetes in
the country. According to the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR),
there has been a 150 per cent increase
in the number of Indians with diabetes.
Nearly 77 million Indians suffer from
diabetes and related complications in
the country. This means that every
sixth person in the country is diabetic.
The age at diagnosis of diabetes is often
10 years less among Indians. Trigger-
ing concerns that India may soon be-
come the diabetes capital of the world.
Dr (Col) Sudhir Tripathi speaks on the
various facets of diabetes as seen in

India.

What is your greatest concern
about the rise of diabetes in In-
dia?

While there has been a significant
rise in the prevalence of diabetes in In-
dia, my concern relates directly to the
theme of World Diabetes Day 2022- Ac-
cess to Diabetes Care: Education to
protect tomorrow. Awareness regard-
ing diabetes and its complications, is
abysmally poor. The population at
large, and diabetics in particular need
to be educated about diabetes and its
myriad manifestations and complica-
tions. While patients have access to
quality care in the metro cities, the con-
ditions in smaller towns and villages re-
mains poor. The awareness, availability
and access to diabetes education,
blood sugar monitoring devices, and
essential medication, in large parts of
India, is still very poor. Insulin injec-
tions, which are the life line for survival
in type 1 diabetic patients and some in-
sulin requiring type 2 diabetics as well,
are unaffordable for many. Things are
improving but not at the pace at which
the number of patients with diabetes is
rising in the country.

What causes diabetes?

While most of us think of diabetes as
one disease, we should remember that
there are several different types of dia-
betes, with widely differing causative
factors, treatment modalities and out-
comes.

m Type 1 diabetes, formerly referred to
as 'Juvenile onset diabetes' or 'In-
sulin dependent diabetes' consti-
tutes ~ 5% of all diabetics. Type 1 di-
abetes has its onset in childhood,
though it can also be diagnosed for
the first time in adults. It is caused by
the complete destruction of the in-
sulin producing beta cells in the pan-
creas, by antibodies. Insulin treat-
ment is life long and also lifesaving.
Akin to Type 1 diabetes, latent au-
toimmune diabetes in adults (LADA),
is also an autoimmune condition
which destroys the beta-cells that
produce insulin. These patients too
need insulin for survival.

mType 2 diabetes, formerly called
‘adult-onset or maturity-onset Dia-
betes', is the more commonly recog-
nised condition. Type 2 diabetes con-
stitutes nearly 90% of all diabetics.
The pancreas can make insulin, how-
ever the various organs are unable to
effectively utilize the insulin pro-

Almost1in 2

duced. This is referred to as 'insulin
resistance' which is often associated
with excess body weight or obesity,
unhealthy food habits, lack of exer-
cise etc.

Many women develop diabetes dur-
ing pregnancy, called gestational dia-
betes. The prevalence of gestational di-
abetes (GDM)is also increasing
steadily. Its implications are obvious
both for the mother and the foetus.
GDM is also most often treated with in-
sulin.

Diabetes can also be caused by vari-
ous other conditions such as chronic
pancreatitis or due to the use of certain
drugs like steroids etc.

What are the classic symptoms
of diabetes?

The classic triad of diabetes symp-
toms include-Polyuria - frequent urina-
tion, particularly at night, called noc-
turia, Polydipsia - excess thirst, &
Polyphagia - excess hunger. Most pa-
tients would also complain of weak-
ness, fatigue, loss of weight, and asthe-
nia. Some patients may also be
diagnosed to have high sugars when
they present with urinary /chest infec-
tions, heart attacks, strokes, blindness or
kidney failure.

As a consequence of the insulin re-
sistance in type 2 diabetes, or complete
lack of insulin in type 1 diabetics the
sugar cannot enter the cells of the vari-
ous organs. Thus the body is starving
for glucose in the midst of plenty of
sugar in the blood stream. The excess
sugar in the blood stream, passes out
through the kidneys. Hence excess
urine is passed to facilitate the elimi-
nation of the excess sugar content in
the blood. This leads to the classic triad
of symptoms referred to earlier.

It is quite surprising, but true, that
nearly 50 % of diabetics do not experi-
ence any significant symptoms. They
can remain undiagnosed for long peri-
ods of time and this can lead to com-
plications, which are often devastating.
Regular screening for those at risk can
help with the diagnosis of these pa-
tients.

6.7 million

Diabetes is often referred to as
the "sugar disease". Does con-
sumption of excess sugar cause
this condition?

Not exactly. In a normal, healthy per-
son, producing normal amounts of in-
sulin and without insulin resistance, the
sugar levels are kept in a narrow nor-
mal range, despite eating food or ex-
cess sugar. Thus the consumption of
sweets and desserts does not directly
cause diabetes.

However, if the individual is geneti-
cally prone to develop diabetes, the
consumption of large amounts of sug-
ars, would certainly exhaust the beta
cells, pushing them to make lesser
amounts of insulin and ultimately de-
velop diabetes. When the beta cells are
unable to keep up with the insulin re-
quirements caused by refined carbohy-
drate intake, there is a spike in blood
glucose levels. Overtime, this causes
Type 2 diabetes.

What are your suggestions for
the prevention of diabetes?

Various scientific studies have
shown that life style management
plays an important role in prevention
of diabetes. The two components of life
style which are critical in the preven-
tion of diabetes include dietary modula-
tion and regular exercise.

With ‘work from home' becoming a
common practice, we have seen a spike

WHO DIABETES COVERAGE TARGETS TO BE ACHIEVED BY 2030
Target 1:80% of the people with diabetes are diagnosed

Target 2 : 80% of the people diagnosed have a good control of blood sugar
Target 3 : 80% of the people diagnosed have a good control of blood pressure
Target 4 : 60% of the people with diabetes over 40 years receive statins
Target 5 : 100% of the people with type 1 diabetes have access to afford-
able insulin treatment and blood glucose self - monitoring

r. (Col) Sudhir Tripathi
Chairman & Senior
Consultant in the
Department of Endocrinology
& Metabolism at Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital,

Delhi. With over four decades
of experience as a clinician, he
has been at
the forefront of treating
diabetes and endocrine-related
disorders across all
sections of society and in all
parts of the country.

Dr Tripathi's medical
philosophy focuses on

helping people achieve good
health and high

quality of life.

in obesity and diabetes in the past few
years. My first recommendation is to
stay active and moving. Even if you are
working from home or have a job re-
quiring long hours of sitting ata desk,
it is important to take breaks every
hour or so and do some exercises.
Move around and walk for about 5-10
minutes. Even if you are unable to go
out due to excess air pollution or any
other factors, you can use indoor equip-
ment (exercycle or treadmill or light
weight dumbells) to get into a fitness
regimen. We have seen these home-
based fitness programs work well dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

We recommend at least 60 minutes
of exercise a day, of which 50 % should
be dedicated to light weight resistance
exercises, and the remaining 50 % to

cardiovascular exercises such as walk-
ing, jogging, and swimming. Light-
weight resistance exercises, in particu-
lar, reduce insulin resistance weight
and help in preventing diabetes.
Another factor to consider when it
comes to diabetes prevention is the
diet. Unfortunately, it has become very
easy to order food online, and indul-
gence in junk food has become very
common. Therefore, focusing on a
healthy and balanced diet is very im-
portant when it comes to preventing
diabetes. Adopting traditional Indian
diets are good to combat diabetes.

What are the foods to be
avoided to prevent diabetes?

The proportion of carbohydrates,
proteins and fats should be balanced.

Diabetes: Spiralling out of control

INSULIN AT

100

Insulin at 100: A life-saving
discovery but more remains
to be done

Nearly 500 million people are currently
living with diabetes worldwide. Without
action, the figure could rise to 700 million
within the next 25 years. This potentially
debilitating chronic condition can lead to
life-threatening complications when left
untreated and an early death.

It is said that Indians consume exces-
sive amounts of carbohydrates in their
diet, (61-64% of energy intake). It is
recommended that this be reduced to
49-56% for the prevention or remission
of type 2 diabetes. The protein intake
should be increased to provide 14-20%
of total energy intake. Fat should con-
tribute to roughly 21-27% of energy in-
take. Refined carbohydrates top my list
of foods to be avoided.

Where does India stand in this
diabetic epidemic?

India is often referred to as the dia-
betic capital of the world. The increasing
prevalence of diabetes in India is attrib-
uted to a strong genetic predisposition
coupled with poor dietary habits, lack
of physical exercise and obesity, in par-
ticular abdominal obesity. The preva-
lence has increased across all age
groups, including the younger genera-
tion, at an alarming rate. Numerical
data estimates that by 2030, 98 million
Indians could develop diabetes. Thus
India seems to be spearheading the di-
abetes wave globally.

Are there any genetic factors
that make Indians more prone to
obesity and diabetes?

The development of type 2 diabetes is
the result of interaction between envi-
ronmental factors and a strong heredi-
tary component. However the environ-
mental factors do not impact everyone
in the same way. Some people are more
susceptible to developing diabetes,
than others. This increased risk appears
to be inherited. But the precise genetic
variables responsible for this increased
risk, are not completely known. The ad-
vent of modern genetic technology has
contributed to the identification of sev-
eral genetic loci that are responsible for
this increased heritability of type 2 dia-
betes.

What has been the impact of
COVID-19 on diabetes?

The number of people who have de-
veloped diabetes since the outbreak of
the pandemic has definitely increased.
There are several reasons for this - The
COVID-19 virus is known to affect the
beta cells in the pancreas leading to
new onset diabetes, akin to type 1 dia-
betes. Some patients who were treated
with steroids for COVID-19, develop
steroid-induced diabetes with high
sugars persisting even after the treat-
ment has stopped. The lack of activity
and indulgence in an unhealthy
lifestyle has led to the development of

966 billion USD

New Delhi

Type 2 diabetes, among many others.

Is diabetes a problem that pri-
marily affects the elderly?

Not really. The number of young pa-
tients affected by diabetes has been
greater than ever before. There are a
number of factors that we as Indians
need to remember. If both your parents
or either parent is diabetic, there is a
genetic propensity for you to develop
the disease at a younger age. Indians
in any case develop diabetes about ten
years ahead of the Caucasian popula-
tion.

One alarming development we see
now is that even young children are de-
veloping Type 2 diabetes. We know that
Type 1 diabetes affects children. How-
ever, these days we see children as
young as 10 -12 years old, with morbid
obesity developing Type 2 diabetes. The
obesity epidemic has driven up the
number of people who have diabetes.
This is particularly true of the urban
population.

What type of screening do you
recommend for people who are
atrisk?

In a large country like India, it is im-
possible to screen everyone for dia-
betes. Individuals at high-risk of devel-
oping diabetes should be identified and
tested for diabetes. Mandatory dia-
betes screening of all patients who go
to a medical facility like a hospital,
even if there is no history of diabetes
or if they are being treated for an unre-
late dailment is important. Pregnant
women should be tested for diabetes,
and are a captive population as they
are motivated to look after themselves
and their progeny.

With the advent of 5G, many
companies are trying to get into
the Diabetes Medical Manage-
ment Plan (DMMP) space in rural
India. Do you think this holds out
hope?

The introduction of 5G and diabetes
tracking devices is a great opportunity
for the rural masses. But before these
can bring any impactful change, a lot
needs to be done about creating
awareness and educating people in vil-
lages and smaller towns. In addition,
they need access to affordable health-
care and medicines, for technology to
take diabetes management forward.

What is your message to the
readers on World Diabetes Day?

In the context of the theme for World
Diabetes Day 2022, | think it is very im-
portant for each one of us to dissemi-
nate knowledge about diabetes, its
manifestations, and ways to prevent its
development. This mass awareness
would lead to adoption of a healthy life
style, and hopefully blunt the tsunami
of diabetes that threatens to engulf our
country.
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DECISION

@ 2022

HARSHSANGHAVI, 37

Gujarat Minister of State, Home,
contesting from Majura seat for
the second time

MOVABLE ASSETS
{12.32 crore
Wife’s investment in
shares of listed
companies worth

{10.51 crore

IMMOVABLE ASSETS
3510 crore

LIABILITIES
X831 crore

Wife’s liabilities worth

%610 crore

*(All assets include his
own, his wife’s two
dependent children, and
one HUF account)
Profession and source of
income: Diamond
business, earnings from
Aarush Gems, MLA
salary and bank interest

CRIMINAL CASES

No criminal cases, one
conviction with penalty
ina case from 2011 at
Parliament Street police
station in Delhi, for
protesting and
demonstrating outside
Parliament. No appeal
was made against the
said conviction

Four rallies planned on
Sunday in Saurashtra

Modi rally
plan: Start at
Somnath,
halts at areas
Cong won

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAJKOT,NOVEMBER 19

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi will address four public
meetings in Saurashtra on
Sunday as part of the BJP’s cam-
paign drive for the Gujarat
Assembly elections, due in the
first week of December.

According a press release by
the BJP, Modi will first visit
Somnath temple and will offer
pooja there, after darshan of the
Lord Shiva shrine. From the tem-
ple, he will drive to Sadbhavana
Ground near the temple to ad-
dress his first campaign meeting
of the day.

The BJP had lost all four seats
inthe Gir Somnath district to the
Congress in the 2017 Assembly
elections.

From Somnath, the PM will
fly to Dhoraji town in Rajkot dis-
trict for his second campaign
meeting, in the afternoon.
Dhorajiis currently held by Lalit
Vasoya of the Congress. Later in
the day, the PM will go to Amreli
and address an election meeting
in the grounds of a school in the
town in support of BJP candi-
dates of the district. Just like in
Gir Somnath, the BJP had lost all
five Assembly seats in Amreli
district in 2017.

From Amreli, he will fly to
neighbouring Botad district and
address his last public
meeting of the day at Trikoniya
Khodiyar on the Hadadad Road
of the town.
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ELECTION COMMISSION DATA

Half the total voters this time below 40,
but first-timers in state continue to fall

18-19 age group numbers have fallen, even as total number of voters in state have been increasing

AVINASH NAIR
AHMEDABAD,NOVEMBER 19

IN THE coming elections to the
Gujarat Assembly, almost half
the total number of eligible vot-
ers are below 40 years of age.
However, the share of first-time
voters in this group is on the de-
cline, continuing a trend that be-
gan 10 years ago.

As per the latest enrolment
data by the Election Commission,
of the 4.9 crore voters, nearly 2.35
crore are below40. Of these, first-
time voters number 11.74 lakh,
whichis lesser than voters in the
18-19 age group in the 2012 and
2017 polls.

The first-time voters this
election form 2.39% of the total
voters, compared to 2.7% (11.8
lakh of total 4.33 crore) in the
2017 polls, and as much as 3.5%
(13.3 lakh of 3.81 crore) in 2012.
The drop in their numbers has
coincided with the rise in overall
voter strength in the state.

The highest chunk of under-
40 voters belong to the 30-39
group. There are 1.21 crore vot-
ers in this group, which makes
them as many as one-fourth of
the total voters in the state. In
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Avoter awareness drive by a school in Surat on Saturday. The
ECheld several such campaigns in bid to boost numbers. P11

2017,the 30-39 age group voters
numbered 1.12 crore.

The second highest number
of voters (1.03 crore) are in the
20-29 age group. There are 9.8
lakh voters who are 80 years of
age and above, a sharp rise from
6.3 lakhin2017.

In August, Chief Electoral
Officer P Bharathi had told The
Indian Express that one of its
challenges was the enrolment of
first-time voters. “The number
of first-time voters in age group
of 18-19 years should be 3.66% of
total. But we are currently at 1%,”
she had said in an interview.

The 18-19 age group is the

only cohort which has seenade-
crease innumber of votersin the
last five years, in fact. The de-
crease is more glaring as the
Election Commission had per-
mitted the enrolment of those
turning 18 till October 1, 2022,
and organised special campaigns
in September for the same.

Asked the reason for the de-
cline in voters, a senior EC offi-
cial said: “The numbers are only
slightly less than 2017. The cur-
rent Census is from 2011. Things
will only be clear once a fresh
Censusis in place.”

Pankti Jog, the state coordi-
nator of the Association of

BREAK-UP

Total voters
4.9crore

Below 40 are nearly
half of that

2.35crore
First-time voters (18-19)

11.74 lakh

Highest chunk of
voters (30-39 age group)

1.21crore

Second-highest (20-29)

1.03 crore

M Ratio of first-time
voters:
2.39%o0f4.9crtotal

M Ratio of first-time
voters in 2017:
2.7%of 4.33 crtotal

M Ratio of first-time
votersin 2012:
3.5%0f 3.81crtotal

Democratic Reforms (ADR) said
the decrease in first-time voters

could possibly be due to migra-
tion of students outside for stud-
ies or delays in the process of
registration of such voters.

Professor PM Patel, former
head of political science depart-
ment at Maharaja Sayajirao
University of Baroda, agreed.
“Minor demographic shifts or
unevenness over a period of five
years is normal, but its reflection
inelectoral rolls has several pos-
sibilities. The young voters might
have gone out of state or abroad
for studies. Secondly, the failure
of politics, governance, jobless-
ness may have resulted in them
not registering as voters. It could
be also be voter fatigue spread-
ing to younger voters from the
older ones, especially in urban
areas,” Professor Patel said.

Of the total 11.74 lakh first-
time voters in Gujarat, almost
the same number will cast their
votes in the two phases, on
December 1 and December 5.In
Phase-1, the highest votersin the
18-19 age group are in Surat dis-
trict (1.02 lakh), while the low-
estareinDang(8,680).In Phase-
2, Ahmedabad district has the
maximum such voters (93,428),
while the lowest are in Chhota
Udepur (20,638).
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BJP’S NEW CAMPAIGN
STRATEGY:STREET
DANCERS ACROSS
THE STATE

OWAISIATTACKS BJP, CONG; ASKS WHY
THOSE WITH RIOT LINKS PROMOTED

HASHTAG POLITICS

eRow over Medha Patkar at
Bharat Jodo Yatra

BJP leader Shehzad Poonawalla tweeted a photo of Rahul
Gandhi walking with the Narmada Bachao Andolan
activist at Bharat Jodo Yatra and asked: “Is Medha Patkar
being pushed as a face of Congress in Gujarat elections?
Lot of buzz...! Why else would she join Bharat Jodo Yatra!
She has done whatever she could do for Gujarat ka Vikas
Roko... From Teesta Setalvad to Sanjeev Bhatt to Medha
Patkar, Congress has always backed... those who have run
a campaign of calumny against Gujarat!”

How in some Gujarat contests, 2002 refreshed in 2022

A candidate chosen, an MLA retained, a wannabe politician, a controversial ex-cop: Some issues, names in the fray, and those that are absent

SOHINIGHOSH &
LEENAMISRA
AHMEDABAD, SEPTEMBER 19

TWENTY YEARS on, the 2002 ri-
ots continue to figure in the
Gujarat Assembly elections, in
both the candidates and issues
in the fray — or in their absence.

While the BJP hasrepeated the
MLA who was part of the panel
that recommended the early re-
lease of convicts in the Bilkis Bano
gangrape and murder case, the
outrage outside over it finds little
echo on the ground.

The BJP has also fielded the
daughter of a convict in the
Naroda Patiya massacre — in
which over 90 were killed —
with the party’s only leader to be
tried for the violence present to
witness the nomination.

On the other side is the star
witness in the Gulberg Society
massacre during the riots, who
has been trying hard to make an
electoral debut. Somewherein the
middle is a former police officer
who shot to limelight for alleged
encounters related to the riots.

PAYAL KUKRANI

The 29-year-old MBBS gradu-
ate is the daughter of Manoj
Kukrani, who was convicted in
the Naroda Patiya massacre, and
is now out on bail. Maya Kodnani,
a former Gujarat minister, who
was acquitted in the Naroda
Patiya case butis still undergoing
trial in Naroda Gam — and is out
on bail on medical grounds —ac-
companied Payal to her nomina-
tion filing. Naroda Gam, like
Naroda Patiya, is part of the
Naroda Assembly constituency.

The BJP dropped its sitting
MLA (one of the 48 to be

STAR CAMPAIGNER

dropped), Balram Thawani, to
name Payal from its Naroda bas-
tion. Thawani had won last time
by amargin of over 60,000 votes.

Naroda, in fact, has always
voted in the BJP handsomely -
Kodnani won by a margin of over
1lakhin 1998 and 2002 polls, in-
creasing this to 1.80 lakh-plusin
2007. Nirmalaben Wadhwani
won in 2012 by around 58,000
votes. The Congress last won
from Naroda in 1985.

Thawani, who was denied a
ticket by the BJP, told The Indian
Express: “I was told by the party
that the plan was to field a
woman candidate this time. She
(Payal)is like my daughter. I will
be campaigning for her,and will
ensure she wins by a margin
greater than 80,000-90,000.”

On Payal’s father being a riot
convict, Thawani says this is not
anissue. “The mediamay publish
whatitwants, but people here re-
member the truth. The FIR was
lodged 90 days later, upon in-
structions of (Congress leader)
Sonia Gandhi, and the public
knows it was a motivated allega-
tion. In fact,  remember that the
Kukrani family was not even in
the city at the time. Payal was only
achild (9years old) at the time.”

CKRAULJI

The MLA who was in the Jail
Advisory Committee that
cleared the remission of Bilkis
Bano convicts, and was later
quoted as calling the men “san-
skari Brahmins”, has been
renominated by the BJP from
Godhra. Unlike Thawani, who
was dropped despite his thump-
ing 2017 win, Raulji, 68, got lucky
as his victory margin last time
was the second-lowest of the
electionin the state — 258 votes.
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ABJP rally with party chief] P Nadda and others in Rajkot on Friday. ANI

Incidentally, in 2012, Raulji
had won the Godhra seat— from
where the 2002 violence began,
with the fire on board the
Sabarmati train — on a Congress
ticket, by 2,800 votes.In 2007 too,
he won as a Congress candidate.
Before that, he had won on a
JanataDal ticketin 1990, and a BJP
ticket in 1995. The BJP has won
from Godhra only once, in 2002,
in elections following the riots.

Raulji was among the
Congress leaders who defected
to the BJP ahead of the 2017
Rajya Sabha elections.

Inits manifesto, the Congress
has promised to revoke the re-
mission of the 11 Bilkis convicts.
However, no other major party,
including the Aam Aadmi Party,
is making it an election issue.

IMTIAZ KHAN PATHAN

The Gulberg Society mas-
sacre remains one of the most
well-known incidents of the

2002 riots, with its survivor Zakia
Jafti seeking trial of then chief
minister and now Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the violence,
till this year — when she lost in
the Supreme Court. Among those
who died in the violence in the
heart of Ahmedabad city was
Jafri’s husband and former
Congress MP Ahsan Jafri.
Pathan, 45, was one of the
star witnesses in the trial, that
led to conviction of 24, and now
stands in appeal before the
Gujarat High Court. In the com-
ing elections, Pathan is contest-
ing from the Bapunagar seatona
Janata Dal (United) ticket, after
resigning from the AIMIM say-
ing it had refused to field him.
Pathan, who first declared his
electoral ambitions in 2019, says:
“Asavictimof suchriots, [ know
I can be an effective voice for the
Muslims. I have Hindu friends
and they are encouraging me to
take my political dream forward.

But elections are money-ori-
ented. [ was rendered penniless
intheriots and the situation has
not changed. I have nothing to
my name still,” says Pathan.
Pathan says he decided to take
the dive into politics as there is no
voice in Gujarat raising Muslim
issues, including the Congress
and its late leader Ahmed Patel.
Pathan first contested as a
candidate of the Apna Desh
Party, an Uttar Pradesh-origin
outfit, from the Lok Sabha con-
stituency of Kheda, in 2019. He
came fourth, getting 4,800 votes.
Pathan joined the AIMIM just
ahead of the 2021 civic body polls.
“Ijoined seeing the qualifications
of Asaduddin Owaisi (the AIMIM
chief). He is a barrister, who
raises issues affecting us in
Parliament. But the Gujarat lead-
ership of the AIMIM is opaque. I
wanted to meet Owaisi sahab to
explain how I could win. But the
meeting was never arranged by

the Gujarat leaders,” Pathan says.

He resigned from the party
the same day as he filed his nom-
ination papers from Bapunagar
asaJD(U)candidate.In 2017, the
Congress’s Himmatsinh Patel
had won the seat by a margin of
around 3,000 votes.

The AIMIM has so far fielded
14 candidates across Gujarat.
None is contesting from seats
which saw the major massacres
of 2002.

On Saturday, addressing a
rally in Jamalpur, Owaisi
slammed the BJP for “rewarding”
people such as Manoj Kukarni
and Raulji. “What justice is be-
ing done by you?” he said.

DGVANZARA

Aretired IPS officer, he is one
of the most controversial cops of
the state, having a quick rise dur-
ing the Modi years as the
Ahmedabad Crime Branch DCP,
and as swift a fall.

Discharged in at least three
cases of alleged encounters —
the Ishrat Jahan encounter case
of 2004; the Sohrabuddin
Shaikh case of 2005; and the
Tulsiram Prajapati case of 2006
— Vanzara has thrown his hat
too in the electoral ring. He has
launched a Praja Vijay Paksh and
fielded candidates in 38 seats. He
himself is not contesting, saying
he “does not want to focus on
just one seat” and would rather
“campaign for his candidates”.

Thereisnoclear patternasto
how the 38 seats were chosen.
The clearance to a poll symbol
for his party is still pending.

Vanzara, 68, says he took the
plunge because of “the circum-
stances he faced” and will con-
teston the plank of “rajsatta (po-
litical power)” and “dharmasatta

(spiritual power)”.

Speaking with The Indian
Express, Vanzara talks of “fear all-
around of those in power”, “ram-
pant corruption” owing to “the
absolute reign of the BJP for the
past 27 years”. But he refuses to
confirm or deny whether there
could be analliance with the BJP.

On the early release of con-
victs in the Bilkis Bano case,
Vanzara says: “It has been done
as per legal procedure..Thereisa
rule of law... My clean chit was
also through legal procedure.”

AMIT POPATLAL SHAH

The former Ahmedabad
mayor and city BJP president has
been fielded from Ellisbridge, a
BJP bastion. The BJP dropped
two-term MLA Rakesh Shah to
give the ticket to Shah.

Ellisbridge was once a bas-
tion of the late Gujarat minister
of state for home Haren Pandya,
whose assassination in March
2003 was probed by the CBland
eventually concluded as a
reprisal killing for the 2002 riots.

Recently, Pandya’s wife
Jagrutiben objected to Shah’s
claim that while under the late
leader, the BJP would win 66%
of the votes in Ellisbridge, this
was now up to 80%. Jagrutiben,
who fought for a long time for
“truth” behind Pandya's killing,
wrote to BJP Gujarat president
CR Paatil demanding that Shah
withdraw his statement, and
calling it “unbecoming, made
out of jealousy”.

In 2012, Jagrutiben herself
had unsuccessfully contested on
a Gujarat Parivartan Party (GPP)
ticket from Ellisbridge. In 2016,
she was made chairperson of the
Gujarat State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights.

Rahul to hold two rallies Monday, party hopes for wind in its sails

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 19

HE HAD refrained from cam-
paigning in Himachal Pradesh,
leaving the task of leading the
party’s efforts to his sister and
AICC general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra. But with a percep-
tion gaining ground that the
Congress campaign is not taking
off in Gujarat, and that the Aam
Aadmi Party is far ahead in the
optics and narrative game, Rahul
Gandhi will address two rallies
in the state next week — his first
such political engagement since
the Bharat Jodo Yatra began on

September 7.

Rahul will address a rally
each in Surat and Rajkot on
November 21. The Bharat Jodo
Yatra has arest day on November
21 as well as November 22.

Rahul was in Gujarat last in
the first week of September —
just two days before he began his
cross-country march from
Kanyakumari in Tamil Nadu.
Rahul has not campaigned inthe
state so far. This has been sur-
prising for party supporters
since he had led an energetic
campaign in 2017, powering the
Congress to 77 seats (its highest
since 1985)and stopping the BJP
from reaching the 100 mark..

e —efd |___

Congress leaders oversee preparations on Saturday for
Rahul Gandhi’s public meeting in Rajkot. Express

In Surat in south Gujarat,
where the Congress could not
make any inroads in 2017 de-
spite the anti-GST protests, the
expected impact of demonetisa-
tion and Rahul’s aggressive cam-
paigning, he will address a rally
in the tribal seat of Mahuva.

Although the BJP had won in
Surat and adjoining areas in
2017, the Congress had per-
formed well in the tribal belts.
Overall, the party had won 17 of
the 27 ST reserved constituen-
cies, 14 of these in south Gujarat.

The party hopes to better its
tally this time, but the feedback
from the ground is worrying.
With Rahul addressing arally in

New Delhi

Mahuva, the party hopes that it
will have animpact in nearby re-
served constituencies like Vyara,
Nizar, Valsad, Kaprada and
Dangs. Prime Minister Modi had
launched the BJP’s campaign
from Kaprada on November 6.
Party leaders claim the
Gandbhis still retain much good-
will among the tribals and it was
important that the family visit to
send a message to the tribals,
who form 14% of the electorate.
The Congress is said to be also
keen that Priyanka address some
rallies in the tribal region.
Apart from Surat, Rahul will
address a public meeting in
Rajkot, a BJP bastion which is at

the centre of the Saurashtra re-
gion. Although the party faced a
rout in the Rajkot district in 2017,
ithad, yet again, performed bet-
ter than expected in the
Saurashtra region, winning 28
seats, up from 15 it held earlier.
The BJP has been winning all
the three Assembly seats in
Rajkot for a long time. It was
from Rajkot West that Modi had
contested his maiden election in
2001, to enter the Assembly.
Sources in the party said
Rahulis likely to return to Gujarat
towards the end of the month to
campaign for the second phase.
Heis expected to address tworal-
lies in North and Central Gujarat.
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Arun Goel. File

Retired IAS
officer Goel
made Election
Commissioner

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 19

PRESIDENT DROUPADI Murmu
on Saturday appointed retired
IAS officer Arun Goel as an
Election Commissioner, a day af-
ter the former Punjab cadre offi-
cer took voluntary retirement
from the service.

“The President is pleased to
appoint Shri Arun Goel, Indian
Administrative Service (Retd.)
(PB: 1985) as the Election
Commissioner in the Election
Commission with effect from
the date he assumes the office,”
the Union Law and Justice
Ministry said in a statement.

The post of one Election
Commissioner in the three-
member commission has been
vacant since May 15, when then-
Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar took charge as the Chief
Election Commissioner upon the
retirement of Sushil Chandra
from the post.

Goel was Secretary, Ministry
of Heavy Industries, till Friday,
when he took voluntary retire-
ment, according to an order of
the Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet that appointed Uttar
Pradesh cadre officer Kamran
Rizvi to replace him.

Goel was earlier expected to
superannuate from service
on December 31.

Before being appointed as
Heavy Industries Secretary in
2019, Goel was Secretary, Culture
Ministry.

He has also served as Vice-
Chairman of the Delhi
Development Authority.

Parliament
Winter Session
from Dec 7-29

PRESS TRUSTOF INDIA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 19

THE WINTER Session of
Parliament will begin on
December 7 and conclude on
December 29, with sources say-
ingitislikely to be held in the old
building, as the new one is still
under construction. In separate
notifications, secretariats of both
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha noti-
fied the dates.

"Subject to exigencies of gov-
ernment business, the session is
likely to conclude on Thursday
December29,2022," notifications
issued by both Houses said.

Before the start of the session,
both Lok Sabha Speaker and Rajya
Sabha Chairperson Jagdeep
Dhankharwill call all-party meet-
ings to build consensus for
smooth functioning of the
Houses. The government will also
callanall-party meeting to finalise
legislative business for the session.

Northeast my govt'’s priority, border

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AGARTALA, NEW DELHI,
NOVEMBER 19

UNDERLINING THAT his govern-
ment and the one led by Atal
Bihari Vajpayee have worked for
remote border villages by con-
sidering them “the first village”,
unlike “the last village” treat-
ment they had to endure under
other governments, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
Saturday the development of the
Northeast is getting top priority,
“be it in tourism or trade, tele-
com or textiles, drone technol-
ogy or Krishi Udan”.

The Prime Minister, who in-
augurated the Donyi Polo air-
port near Itanagar and dedicated
the 600 MW Kameng hydro-
electric power plant to the na-
tion, said, “Connectivity and en-
ergy infrastructure will bring a
new dawn of development for
the Northeast region.”

He said the inauguration of
the airport - he had laid the
foundation stone in February
2019 - was a “befitting reply”
and a “slap on the face” of polit-
ical commentators who had
called it an “election gimmick”
then. They should stop seeing

PM Modi with Law Minister Kiren Rijiju and Arunachal CM
Pema Khandu in Arunachal Pradesh. P11

everything through the prism of
politics, he said.

He said he works hard for the
development of the country. “I
am starting the day from the
state of the rising sun and I will
end the day where the sun sets
in India, in Daman, and in be-
tween, I will be in Kashi,” he said.

Modi said the Northeast
states faced indifference and
neglect under the tenure of sev-
eral governments. He said the
first significant attention to the
N-E came during the rule of the
Vajpayee government which
had first formed the Ministry of
Development of Northeastern

Region (DoNER) as a separate
ministry to take care of develop-
mental activities in the region.

The momentum for develop-
ing the N-E, he said, was lost later
butit picked up again in 2014 af-
ter his government took charge.

“Our government worked by
considering the villages in the
border areas as the first village of
the country. This has resulted in
making the development of the
Northeast a priority for the gov-
ernment, be it tourism, trade,
telecom or textiles, Northeast gets
top priority,” he said and added
thatN-E development gets prior-
ity across sectors.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a roadshow at Vapi in Gujarat’s Valsad on Saturday. AN

PM to first first-time voters: Be
part of shaping Gujarat’s destiny

KAMAAL SAIYED
VALSAD,NOVEMBER19

Appealing to the first-time vot-
ers to vote and become a partic-
ipant in the “shaping of the des-
tiny of Gujarat’, Prime Minister

Gujarat’s youth have taken the
responsibility for this election.”
Asking the crowd to switch
on the flashlights on their mo-
bile phones, Modi claimed that
itwas his government's achieve-
ment that the cost of mobile
data today was Rs 10 per GB

Narendra Modi compared to Rs 300 per
Saturday said thatitis — — GB when the Congress
the people who are was in power in Delhi.
fighting in  the “This illumination is
Assembly elections and thatof Bharat 's progress,
not the BJP. it's capability. If any-
Addressing  the where in the world this
Vijay Sankalp Jan DEZ%gIZON mobile data is cheapest,
Sammellan at Jujwada LGUJARAT- then it is in India... All of

village in Valsad, Modi
said, “This election, nei-
ther is the BJP fighting, nor the
BJP candidate, nor chief minister
Bhupendrabhai  nor s
Narendrabhai. This election,
Gujarat’s people are fighting.

you who are using mo-
bile phones if it were the
earlier government, your bill
would have been Rs4,000-5,000.
Today because of the Modi gov-
ernment’s policy that forRs 250-
300 your phones are lighting

up,” the Prime Minister added.

Modi, who came from the
Union Territory of Daman
through aroad show close to the
venue in Valsad, said that all sur-
veys had already predicted a
thumping victory for the BJP.

“People ask me, ‘why are you
working so hard? why are you
runningaround? .. All surveys say
BJP is getting a shining victory.’
But it is my duty as a citizen of
this country that I go to the peo-
ple and give them an account of
my works and seek blessings,” he
said.

Indirectly attacking the AAP,
Modi said, "Be alert. A gang has
become active in Gujarat who
wants to defame the state and
spread falsehood. Tell them not
to use such language in Gujarat.
There is no place for such a gang
in the state.”

~ s village now first village, not last: PM

In Varanasi, PM push for
preserving Tamil legacy

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 19

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Saturday called for “re-
moving linguistic differences”
and protect as well as enrich the
heritage of Tamil. Modi was
speaking after inaugurating
‘Kashi Tamil Sangamam’ - a
month-long programme being
organised in his Lok Sabha con-
stituency, Varanasi.

He said thatIndia has the “old-
estlanguage of the world” - Tamil,
and that language was still pop-
ularand alive. The Prime Minister
said that a country with a rich
heritage should be proud of its
legacy. “People across the world
are surprised when they come to
know that the oldest language is
inIndia. But we lag behind in ho-
nouring it fully,” the PM said.

“Itis the responsibility of 130
crore countrymen to preserve
the legacy of Tamil and enrichit.
If we forget Tamil, that will cause
loss to the nation and it will
cause great harmtoit also if we
will keep Tamil confined in re-
strictions...we have to remember

that we remove linguistic differ-
ences (bhasha bhed) and estab-
lish an emotional unity,” PM said.

The ‘Kashi Tamil Sangamam’
is being organised to celebrate,
reaffirm and rediscover the age-
old links between Tamil Nadu
and Kashi (Varanasi). During the
inaugural programme, the PM
alsoreleased a book, ‘Tirukkural’,
along withits translation into 13
languages.

In his address, the PM also
spoke about the importance of
sangamams in the country, be it
the confluence of rivers, ideology,
science or knowledge, and said
that every confluence of culture
and traditions is celebrated and
revered in India. He remarked
that in reality, it is a celebration
of India’s might and characteris-
tics, thus making Kashi-Tamil
Sangam unique.

Elaborating on the connection
between Kashi and Tamil Nadu,
the PM said that on one hand,
Kashi s the cultural capital of India
whereas Tamil Nadu and Tamil
culture is the centre of India's an-
tiquity and pride. He said Kashi
and TN are “timeless centres of
our culture and civilisation.”

JAMAL KHASHOGGI KILLING

Modi in examples
cited by US for
immunity to MbS

Day after ruling by Biden administration

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 19

ADAY after the Joe Biden admin-
istration declared that the high
office held by Saudi Arabia's
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman should shield him from
lawsuits in the killing of a jour-
nalist, the US State Department
has cited Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as one of the ex-
amples for being given similar
kind of protection from prosecu-
tion in the US.

When asked about giving
immunity to the Saudi Crown
Prince over the killing of journal-
ist Jamal Khashoggi, US State
Department principal deputy
spokesperson Vedant Patel said
inabriefing on Friday, "This is not
the first time that the United
States has done this. It is a long-
standing and consistent line of
effort. It has been applied to a
number of heads of state previ-
ously.”

He said: "Some examples:
President  [Jean-Bertrand]
Aristide in Haiti in 1993,
President [Robert] Mugabe in
Zimbabwe in 2001, Prime

e

The Saudi crown prince was
made PM in September. File

Minister [Narendra] Modi in
India in 2014, and President
[Joseph] Kabila in the DRC in
2018.Thisis a consistent practice
that we have afforded to heads
of state, heads of government,
and foreign ministers.”

The Special Investigation
Team gave a clean chit to Modi,
the then Gujarat chief minister,
and others over allegations of
conspiracy in the 2002 riots.

In June this year, the Supreme
Court rejected an appeal against
his exonerationinone of the cases
linked to the killings.

The US had placed a visa ban
on Modi in 2005 since the riots
took place under his watch. It was
removed after Modi became the
PMin 2014.
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Biotechnology Industry Research
Assistance Gouncil (BIRAC)

(A Govt. of India Enterprise)
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Who can apply?

SEBI registered category | and Il Alternative Investment Funds :
e Keen to invest in Healthcare, Life Sciences, Pharma,
Biopharma, Med-tech, Diagnostics, Industrial-Biotech,
Agri-tech, Bio- IT/Services and allied areas
e  Support Startups and SMEs

See guidelines at https://www.birac.nic.in

So far, INR 733 Cr investment done in 65 Biotech Startups, SMEs

by 10 AcE daughter funds
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Maharashtra Cong
plans more rallies
to continue ‘Jodo
yatra momentum’
ALOKDESHPANDE

JALAMB (BULDHANA),
NOVEMBER 19

A DAY after one of the most at-
tended public rallies of the
Congress in the recent past, state
party chief Nana Patole on
Saturday announced that
Congress plans to continue the
momentum and will organise a
rally in each of the six revenue
divisions in Maharashtra after
the culmination of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra in February.

“These rallies will be held on
issues faced by farmers, unem-
ployment and communal ha-
tred. The party will be inviting
Soniaji, Priyankanji and Rahulji
to address these rallies,” Patole
told mediapersons.

He said that the momentum
created by the Bharat Jodo Yatra
will be maintained till the next
polls. Evenas Patole plans on or-
ganising more rallies, the party
leadership is mulling over op-
tions to continue with publicen-
gagements with an eye on the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

"This yatra has opened up
several gateways of public en-
gagement," a senior Congress
leader said.

As Rahul Gandhi remarks fan Savarkar heat, Koshiyari calls
Maharashtra Congress fears it will be singed

ALOKDESHPANDE
SHEGAON, BULDHANA,
NOVEMBER 19

RAHUL GANDHI may have gone
ahead with his remarks on
Hindutvaideologue V D Savarkar
during the Maharashtra leg of
his Bharat Jodo Yatra (BJY) de-
spite strong advice against it by
the Congress state leadership.

Rahul was advised by three
senior party leaders to avoid
mentioning Savarkar's contro-
versial mercy petition issue dur-
ing his speeches in Maharashtra.
“One of the concerns was the re-
action of the Uddhav Thackeray-
led Shiv Sena. The state leaders
wanted to avoid controversy,
and asked Rahul to focus only on
issues of unemployment, infla-
tion and agrarian crisis," an in-
sider told The Indian Express.

“Despite the advice, that
Rahul chose to rake up the
Savarkarissue, that too with doc-
uments and, at a press confer-
ence, shows that he was pre-
pared to attack,” said an AICC
leader.

Rahul'sdecision totake onthe
BJP criticism head-on has also left

5 e 4 - -. -t
5' R T LFE

e .-::-:,.._ :
e il

f B P

Rahul Gandhi with supporters during Bharat Jodo Yatra in Buldhana on Saturday. P11

Priyanka to
join yatra

Congress general secre-
tary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra will join his brother
and former party chief
Rahul Gandhi in the on-
going 'Bharat Jodo Yatra'
in Madhya Pradesh from
November 23 to 25. This
is the first time that Vadra,
general secretary in-
charge of Uttar Pradesh,
will be joining the yatra.
The yatra will enter MP
on November 20. PTI

the state Congress leadership to
face complex issues — especially
when it comes to coalitions — it
would have rather avoided. Its
frontline state leaders steer clear
of certain topics sensitive to
Maharashtra, like Savarkar, who
— more than his contributions to
Hindu nationalism — is much
revered for his contribution to
Marathi culture in terms of poems
and his attempt to “purify” the

Youth Cong withdraws from
hosting Tharoor in Kerala event

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 19

IN A CURIOUS political develop-
ment, the Youth Congress has
withdrawn from hosting
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor’s
talk on “Sangh Parivar and chal-
lenges to secularism”, slated to
be held in Kozhikode on Sunday.

Neither the state Congress
nor the Youth Congress (YC)
cited any reason for the unex-
pected move, but sources in the
party claimed that YC leaders in
Kozhikode withdrew from the
event at the behest of a section
of Congress leaders.

The talk organised by YC's
Kozhikode district committee
was one of the events slated tobe
attended by Tharoor during his
four-day tour of north Kerala,
which is seen as part of his strat-
egy to get active in Congress-led
UDF politics in Kerala.

Tharoor had recently putupa
fight against party veteran
Mallikarjun Kharge in the elec-
tion for Congress president,
which had createdjittersinasec-
tion of the party. Party sources
said noreason, other than techni-
cal,hasbeen cited for the YC's de-
cision to withdraw from hosting
the talk. At the same time, the lec-
ture would not be abandoned — it
will now be held at the same
venue in Kozhikode under the

Shashi Tharoor. File

aegis of Jawahar Youth
Foundation, a pro-Congress
group. Kozhikode MP M K
Raghavan, who had backed
Tharoor in the election for party
chief's post, is also attending the
event. Party's Kozhikode district
president Praveen Kumar, whose
name had earlier figured in the YC
list of the event, is, however, miss-
ing in the same event organised
by Jawahar Youth Foundation.

Youth Congress state unit
vice-president and former legis-
lator K S Sabarinadhan said in a
post on Facebook, “Through this
programme, Tharoor could have
highlighted the Congress's secu-
lar stand in North Kerala. But I
came to know through the media
that a direction was given from
certain quarters to change this
programme.”

Sabarinadhan,  another
Congress leader from Keralawho
had backed Tharoor in the elec-
tion against Kharge, questioned
the development in Kerala at a
time party leader Rahul Gandhi’s
statement against V D Savarkar

during his Maharashtraleg of the
BharatJodo Yatra has givena new
energy to the party. “Tharoor also
would have shared a similar
thoughtin the Congress venue in
Kozhikode. This controversy
could have been avoided. At the
same time, Tharoor is not short of
venues,” Sabarinadhan wrote.

Sources close to Tharoor said
he will attend another event
hosted by pro-Congress Indian
Lawyers Congress, a professional
association of lawyers, in
Kozhikode on Sunday. In the
coming days, Tharoor is sched-
uled to attend various events as-
sociated with UDF ally Indian
Union Muslim League, which has
recently taken strong exception
to state Congress president K
Sudhakaran’s pro-RSS state-
ments. Apart from that, he will
meet various people from differ-
ent walks of life.

On Saturday evening, Tharoor
met Thamarassery Catholic dio-
cese  bishop  Remigiose
Inchananiyil along  with
Kozhikode MP Raghavan. The
bishop is known for raising farm-
ers’ issues in public forums and
the meetingis seen as anattempt
to win the confidence of farmers
from Christian community. The
Thamarassery Bishop has a con-
siderable stake in Thiruvambady
Assembly constituency, which
comes under Wayanad Lok Sabha
seat, represented by Rahul
Gandhi.

Marathi language.

There is also consternationin
the Congress ranks due to the
fact that the Bharat Jodo Yatra
had entered Maharashtra on a
successful note of unity pro-
jected by the MVA, with Supriya
Sule of the NCP and Aaditya
Thackeray of the Uddhav Sena
walking with Rahul. Following
the Savarkar row, and the BJP
protests, while Shiv Sena leader

Sanjay Raut has warned of rift,
Uddhav stayed away from a
Rahul public meeting he was
supposed to attend.
Amongallies who have joined
the Yatra since it entered
Maharashtra have been Sule, NCP
state president Jayant Patil, NCP
MILA Jitendra Awhad and Aaditya.
The Congress has tried to re-
trieve the situation, with its com-
munications in-charge Jairam

PAYING TRIBUTES

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge and party leader Sonia Gandhi pay tributes to
former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on her birth anniversary, at Shakti Sthal in New Delhi

on Saturday. Premnath Pandey

Ramesh saying at a press confer-
ence in Buldhana that there was
no pre-planned strategy to at-
tack Savarkar in the state of his
birth. “Rahul was speaking on
the occasion of the birth anniver-
sary of tribal icon Birsa Munda.
He mentioned Savarkar in the
context of how Munda did not
compromise with the British,
while Savarkar signed a mercy
petition, whichis a fact.”

Shivaiji ‘icon of
past’, slammed

Ambedkar, Gadkari among new-era
icons, says Maharashtra Governor

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 19

GOVERNOR BHAGAT Singh
Koshyari on Saturday courted
controversy by saying that
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was
an icon of the “past era”, draw-
ing criticism from Opposition
parties.

Atthe convocation ceremony
of Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar
Marathwada University in
Aurangabad,
Koshyari said: “If
somebody asks
you who is your
favourite hero,
then there is no
need to go out-
side. There are
plenty in
Maharashtra.
Shivajiis a thing of
the past era. [ am
talking about the
new era. You will
getmany. From Dr

B S Koshiyari. File

Koshyari. Party leader Praveen
Darekar said, “Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj cannot be
compared with anybody. We
worship him and he is our idol.
He remains a great inspiration
and guidance to all leaders and
individuals in Maharashtra,
country and abroad.”

“While there are manylead-
ers like Nitin Gadkari and Sharad
Pawar and others... But compar-
ing Shivaji with Gadkari is totally
wrong and should not be done,”
he added.
Koshiyari, who
was appointed as
Governorin2019,
has faced ire ear-
lier as well due to
his statements.

In February
2022, he had
claimed that saint
Samarth Ramdas
was a guru of
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj.

“Many ma-

Babasaheb
Ambedkar to Nitin Gadkari, you
will get them here.”

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari
and NCP chief Sharad Pawar
were presented with honorary
Doctor of Literature degree at the
ceremony. Koshyari's statement
did not go down well with
Opposition parties.

“We strongly disagree with
the statement. Shivaji Maharaj
can never be outdated for
Maharashtra and Koshyari needs
lessons on maintaining the sanc-
tity of his Constitutional position
and its limits. If he cannot adhere
to this, then he should be sent to
adifferent state,” said NCP chief
spokesperson Mahesh Tapase.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Anil
Desai said, “How should one re-
act? Itis shocking."

The BJP, too, disagreed with

harajas and
chakravartis (emperors) were
born on this land. But who would
have asked about Chandragupta
had there not been Chanakya?
Who would have asked about
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj had
there not been Samarth
(Ramdas),” he had said at a func-
tion in Aurangabad. Maratha or-
ganisations had strongly reacted
andissued a statement saying that
Shivaji’s guru was his mother
Rajmata Jijau.

Days later, he courted yet an-
other controversy by mocking
the marriage of Mahatma
Jyotiba Phule and Savitribai
Phule.

He recently said that the exit
of Gujarati and Rajasthani peo-
ple from Mumbai and Thane will
no longer make Mumbai the fi-
nancial capital of India.

Odisha rolls back decision to cancel discretionary quota houses

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR,NOVEMBER 19

THE ODISHA Government has
backtracked from its decision
taken eight years ago to cancel
nearly 1,800 flats/ houses/ resi-
dential plots in Bhubaneswar
and Cuttack, which were allot-
ted under the discretionary
quota (DQ) by various state-
owned agencies.

Atameeting of the state cab-
inet on Friday, it was decided

that allotments made under DQ,
which have been made in terms
of the brochure and schemes to
persons who are single allottees
by state-owned agencies,
“which can be considered as
genuine and which is in sync
with court orders” will be ex-
cluded from the purview of a
task force report, based on which
the decision to cancel the allot-
ments was taken in 2014.

The three-member task force,
headed by then revenue secretary
Taradatt, had submitted a 592-

page reporton November 3,2014.
A month later, on December 18,
the state cabinet had decided to
cancelall allotments made under
DQ since January 1, 1995. A vigi-
lance inquiry was also ordered
into those cases of multiple allot-
ments to individuals/families on
the basis of false affidavits or mis-
leading information.

Atotal of 1,791 discretionary
allotments were made (between
1995 and 2011)toinfluential peo-
ple — 803 by Bhubaneswar
Development Authority (BDA),

921 by Cuttack Development
Authority (CDA)and 67 by Odisha
State Housing Board (OSHB).
Among them, 54 people were al-
lotted multiple properties.

The task force, in its report,
made some critical observations.

“Ignoring the basic fundamen-
tal provisions, the procedure fol-
lowed in allotments presents a
picture of state and its agencies as

ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL (APS), NEW CANTT, ALLANABAD

Tele No: 0532-2420772, email : armyschoolalld@gmail.cam

Tenders are imalad for Constrection of Toilet Block far
teachers, Construction of Hard Standing, Consiruction of
cycle atand and purchass of 50 KWE Roof Top Solar
Poweer Plant for APS, Kew Canli, Allahabad. For defails
and downlaading  tenders visil school Wwebsile
armypublicschaolalld.org. Tendersiguotalions can
glso be collecied from =chool on working days from
1000hrs to 13000rs, Last dale For submission of lender
documents iz 10 Dee. 2022,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
WATERWAYS DIVISION, GARHWA

E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE (2™ Call)

TENDER REF.No-WRD/WWDIV GARHWA/01SBD/2022-23
DATE 18.11.2022

pointed out “favouritism and
nepotism” by the agencies like
BDA, CDA and OSHB in allotment
of quota. The DQ allotments first
courted controversy in 2011 after
it came to light that some B]D
ministers had availed multiple
houses under DQ, following DQ
allotment was cancelled. The
quota is meant for martyrs,
sportspersons and other distin-

if the objective of welfare stateis ~ guished personalities.
similar to that of any private com- The Opposition dubbed the
mercial organisation,” the report  decision an “eyewash” to protect
observed. The task force had also  influential people.

‘BID TOPOACH’ TRS MLAs
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of Bids

8 | Date and Time of opening of
Technical Bids

9 | Date and Time of opening of
Financial Bids

10 | Officer Inviting Bids and his
Phone No. and E-mail ID

14.12.2022 up to 5.00 pm
19.12.2022 at 3:00pm.

To be announced later.

Executive engineer,
W.W.Div. Garhwa 06561- 223796
eewwgarh-cemed-jhr@nic.in
C.E.WRD Medininagar

0651-2491232
06562-240841  06561- 223796

1 Help line Number of e —
Procurement cell.

Note-

1. Only e-Tender will be accepted.

2. Additional performance security amount shall be applicable
as prescribed in CE(Monitoring), Ranchi Letter No. 430 Dated
19-11-2020 and Secretary of RCD Letter No. 2146 (S) Dated
09-09-2020.

3. Payment of Mobilization advance / equipment advance shall
be applicable as per Joint Secretary, WRD Ranchi Letter No.
656 Dated 22-12-2020.

4. The bidder should be fully acquainted with site before the
tender.

5. Authority reserves the right to reject any or all the tender(s)
received or to allot the work to one or more contractor(s)
without assigning any reason thereof.

6. Further details can be seen on website

http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in Executive Engineer,

Waterways division

Garhwa

PR 282765 (Water Resource)22-23*D

1 Name of work Anti-erosion/flood protection work in
left bank of North Koel river near
Fencradis i HTIicT 3TRId, SToTe Ulferch fororat, Iamferae
Block of Garhwa District.
2 Estimated cost.(Rs) Rs. 11,56,28,455.00 ", 92/22x8/4 .
3 Time of completion 300 Days .9, RO PWi® 434 ﬁﬁ?{[ 3TTHAOT <11
(Three Hundred Days) .
4 Period of availability of 22.11.2022 at 5.00 pm to TR arferes T, @IfeRR 6 3R A =Y FEDIE WG Petaee A W
Bidding document on website 14.12.2022 up to 5.00 pm ;—gﬁg TTEc gl g@

> Pre Bid conference. NA e T e 1,02,10,085- ¥g R 16.12.2022, @@
6 Place of opening of Bids C.E.WRD Medininagar ¢ ~ = §
7 | Period of online submission 22.11.2022 at 5:00 pm to PRIfer, ST TR rferes 1, warfera 5 7.7, ey frsfor fosm

(= et ughr) & SuTger St § gofigd SheR /Sush /e F -

2ueR & A1eTm ¥ (ST S @ St 21 T & e o fRega

SR deavEe www.mptenders.gov.in R ngffa 6 7 g1
FrRfureE 30, fega favmr
TR gifers A, w@nforr

UTTARAKHAND SAHKARI CHINI MILLS SANGH LTD. (UTTARAKHAND SUGARS)
NEAR- RAILWAY CROSSING, BADRIPUR ROAD, JOGIWALA, DEHRADUN- 248001
Telephone :(0135) - 2974413 E-mail : uksugars@gmail.com,

Website : www.uttarakhandsugars.com GST No. 05AABFU7713K2Z1
Letter No. 1583 /PUR/47SECURITY AGENCY/2022-23, Date: 19 November 2022
E-Tender Notice for Supply of Security Staff
Online e-Bids are invited for supply of Security staff at our Sitarganj and Gadarpur
Sugar Mills. Tender will be uploaded up to 06:00 PM on 05.12.2022 and Technical
and Financial Bid will be opened on 06.12.2022 at 10:30 AM to 03:00 PM. The E-

Bids EMDis Rs. 01.00 Lakh.

The details for submission of The E-Bids is available on the E-Tender Portals

www.uktenders.gov.in & www.uttarakhandsugars.com from 19.11.2022 at 06:00

PM. The Federation reserves the right to cancel any or all E-Bids without assigning any

reason. The decision of Federation shall be final and binding.

39 fafere & wrary | wvft weied, Tedienton, wfgum, aiiire, T gfg snfe =

g www.uktenders.gov.in & www.uttarakhandsugars.com ™ 2t feam SEam |

Tferereran e SR % fosu fafira &9 @ 39 JemEel 1 ved @)
MANAGING DIRECTOR

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused Mohd.
Guddu, $/0 Mumtyaz, R/o Seelampur Fataq Near Pyau, Kanti Nagar,
Shahdara Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in case registered vide FIR No. 304/14 U/s 380/411 IPC has
been registered at PS. Farsh, Bazar, Delhi, punishable and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused
Mohd. Guddu, cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Mohd. Guddu, has absconded (oris
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Mohd. Guddu, of

case FIR No. 304/14 U/s 380/411 IPC at PS. Farsh, Bazar, Delhi is

required to appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or
before 23.12.2022.

By Order

Mr. Ajeet Narayam

Metropolitan Magistrate-02

Room No 30,Karkardooma Court

DP/2752/SHD/2022(Court Matter) Complex, New Delhi
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HC stops BJP leader’s arrest
till he receives SIT notice

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABADNOV 19

THETELANGANA High Courton
Saturday directed the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) prob-
ing the alleged conspiracy to
poach four TRS MLAs not to ar-
rest senior BJP leader B L
Santhosh until he receives the
probe team’s notice for ques-
tioning.

The notice, issued by ACP B
Gangadhar of Cyberabad
Police’s Rajendranagar division
onNovember 16, was delivered
at Santhosh’s Bengaluru resi-
dence. The BJP national general
secretary, however, currently re-
sides in New Delhi, his lawyers
said. On Friday, the BJP moved
court with a plea the SIT notice
be quashed. Questioning the
notice, BJP counsel senior advo-
cate V Chitamabresh argued
that a Division Bench of the HC
had already directed the SIT to
first submit a report in the al-

leged conspiracy case by
November 29. Though the no-
tice was not struck down, a
bench of Justice B Vijaysen
Reddy directed the SIT to seek
help from the Delhi Police toen-
sure Santhoshreceivesit. It also
directed that Santhosh should
notbe arrested when the notice
is served.

On the government coun-
sel’s submission that the Delhi
Police was not cooperating, the
court passed directions for the
Delhi Police to comply. The no-
tice directed him to bring a mo-
bile phone used with a particu-
lar number. “Failure to
attend/comply with the terms of
this notice canrender you liable
forarrest,” the notice stated.

On October 26, the
Cyberabad police arrested three
persons, who the police said
were linked to the BJP, after raid-
ing a farmhouse in Moinabad .
Police said the three were
caught offering bribes to four
TRS MLAs.

BJP’s MP in-charge calls two
Scindia camp ministers Vibhishans

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,NOVEMBER 19

BJP’'S MADHYA Pradesh in-
charge PMuralidhar Rao has re-
ferred to two state ministers,
who are from the Jyotiraditya
Scindia camp, as ‘Vibhishans’.

AR Frrrterd, Fdw He was speaking at a party
- programme in Guna district on
Thursday. Panchayati Raj

CT '

Minister Mahendra Singh
Sisodia and Energy Minister
Pradhyuman Singh Tomar were
present.

Pointing towards Sisodia and
Tomar, Rao said: “Pradhyuman
ji hai.. Mahendra ji hai... toh sab
Vibhishan aa gaye hai...”

Both Sisodia and Tomar
laughed at Muralidhar Rao's
comment. Sisodia responded:
“Hum toh Ram ke bhakt hai.”
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Citing threat from militants, police in
Valley search houses of 7 journallsts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 19

JAMMU AND Kashmir Police on
Saturday conducted search op-
erations at houses of seven jour-
nalists in different parts of the
Valley in the “wake of the recent
threat issued to journalists”
by a militant outfit. A few jour-
nalists have been detained for
questioning, police said.
Searches were also conducted
at houses of a lawyer, two active
militant commanders and twoal-
leged militants, who are based in
Pakistan and Turkey, police said.
"Inthe wake of recent threat is-
sued to journalists by a proscribed
terror outfit, Srinagar Police con-
ducted simultaneous searches at
various locations across Kashmir,"
police said inarelease. Stating that
SP, South City, Srinagar, Lakshya
Sharma supervised the operation,
police said searches were con-
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One of the places searched by police on Saturday. Express

ducted at “12 locations across the
Valley, including houses of fugi-
tives like Sajjad Gul, Mukhtar Baba,
active terrorists of proscribed ter-
roroutfit LeT (TRF),and other sus-
pects in Srinagar, Anantnag and
Kulgam districts”.

On November 13, a group of
journalists from the Valley's two
prominent local English newspa-
pers received threat from the mil-

‘Where will this lead to™.
Rijiju on lawyers’ protest
over transfer of judges

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 19

AMID PROTESTS in Gujarat,
Telangana and Tamil Nadu
against the proposed transfer of
High Court judges, Union Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju Saturday
criticised lawyers for questioning
the decisions of the Collegium.

“I heard some lawyers are
meeting the C(JI for a
transfer...but if this becomes a
recurring instance, for every de-
cision of the Collegium which is
being supported by the govern-
ment, then where will it lead
to?” Rijiju said an event organ-
ised by the Bar Council of India
to felicitate ChiefJustice of India
DY Chandrachud.

“When I saw lawyers going
for the protest...I heard some in-
formation that some lawyers are
going for some strike on some is-
sues. And in the days to come,

Police probe
auto explosion
in Mangaluru,
call for calm

Mangaluru: A moving autorick-
shaw exploded in Mangaluru
Saturday, causing fire and heavy
smoke, and the driver and a pas-
senger were among those who
sustained burn injuries.

While CCTV visuals, shared
by police, showed the auto
catching fire following what ap-
peared to be a minor explosion,
apolice official, however, did not
confirm if it was a “blast”.

City police commissioner N
Shashi Kumar rushed to the spot
and told reporters that there was
“afire” inthe auto and that there
isnoneed for panic. He appealed
against spreading rumours.

Kumar said the passenger and
driver were amongthose who sus-
tained injuries and they were
rushed to a hospital. When asked
whetheritwasablast, he said: “We
don’t know anything prima facie.”

“We have called the Special
teamand the Forensic Science Lab
team to verify the reasons behind
theincident. Some people are be-
ingtreated forburns,” he said. PTI

these are some of the things
which we may see more fre-
quently. We have to think and
we have to decide whether this
will be good for the institution,”
the minister added.

On Monday, representatives
of the Gujarat Bar are expected
to meet CJI Chandrachud over
the proposed transfer of Gujarat
High Court judge Nikhil Kariel.

Although the Collegiumis yet
tofinalise the transfers, itis learnt
thatapart from Justice Kariel, two
judges of the Telangana High
Court — Justices Abhishek Reddy
and Lalitha Kanneganti — and
Acting Chief Justice of the Madras
High Court, Justice T Raja, are
slated to be transferred.

Speaking on behalf of the
Gujarat Bar on Thursday, senior
advocates Mihir Thakore and Asim
Pandya said: “We are here to op-
pose the death knell, death to the
independence of judiciary because
of the transfer of Justice Kariel.”

France reaffirms
support to India
for permanent
UNSC seat

United Nations: France has reaf-
firmed its support for India,
Germany, Brazil and Japan as
permanent members in an ex-
panded UN Security Council, un-
derlining the need to take into
account the emergence of new
powers willing and able to as-
sume the responsibility of a per-
manent presence in the power-
ful world body.

“France’s position is constant
and well known. We want the
Council to be more representa-
tive of today's world, in a way that
further strengthens its authority
and effectiveness," Deputy
Permanent Representative of
France to the UN Nathalie
Broadhurst said on Friday.

She was addressing a UN
General Assembly plenary
meeting. "We must indeed take
into account the emergence of
new powers that are willing and
able to assume the responsibil-
ity of a permanent presence in
the  Security  Council,”
Broadhurst said. PTI

itant outfit The Resistance Front
(TRF), which police say is a
shadow group of Lashkar-e-Taiba.

The threat had triggered a se-
ries of resignations from local
journalists working for a local
English daily — at least six jour-
nalists announced their resigna-
tion on social media.

On Saturday, police con-
ducted search operations at the

houses of seven journalists.
Police identified them as free-
lance journalist and author
Gowhar Geelani; Dr Raashid
Magbool of Rising Kashmir; for-
mer Greater Kashmir correspon-
dent Khalid Gul; Qazi Shibli, who
runs the portal Kashmiriyat;
Sajad Kralyari, who runs the
magazine Discover Kashmir; and
freelance journalists Wasim
Khalid and Mohammad Raafi.

The name of one of these
journalists figured in the militant
threat list, which was removed
in a subsequent threat letter is-
sued by the militants.

“During searches, all legal for-
malities were followed and con-
sequent to the searches some
suspects have been brought for
examination and questioning,”
police stated. “The seized materi-
als include mobiles, laptops,
memory cards, pen-drives &
other digital devices, documents,
bank papers, rubber stamps,

passports, other suspect papers,
cash, Saudi currency etc.”

Houses of Sajad Gul and
Mukhtar Babawere alsosearched.
Police said Baba, who ran a public
relations firm in Srinagar and
moved to Turkey some years ago,
is behind the threat to journalists.
Gul,who police say runs a website
thatissued threats to journalists in
the past, is based in Pakistan.

Police also conducted search
operations at the house of Lashkar
commander Basit Dar at Kulgam
and the Srinagar residence of a
militant, Moomin Gulzar. The
Srinagar house of alawyer named
Adil Pandit was also searched.

Police had searched the
houses of four journalists in the
Valley in the past. Then Inspector
General of Police Vijay Kumar had
said that the role of these journal-
istshad been found in the threats
and that they were to be arrested
after collecting evidence. Police
dropped the case later.

‘If we bring down India’s
emissions, then that will
be good for us globally

ARRIVING IN New Delhi from
COP27, at Sharm el-Sheikh,
Egypt, RACHELKYTE, Dean, The
Fletcher School Tufts University,
member of the UN Secretary-
General’s High-Level Advisory
Group on Climate Actionand ad-
viser to the UK government for
UN climate negotiations, talks to
ESHAROY about advances made
at COP27 and India’s G20 presi-
dency. Excerpts:

How has climate changed the
international political
landscape?

This world is changing very
quickly.... The last 100 years were
based on the industrial revolu-
tion and then modern develop-
ment of the 20th century was fu-
elled by oil...the next 100 years
will be fuelled by renewable en-
ergy. Anybody who has large
amounts of renewable energy as
aresource makes them now an
energy superpower, which will
be different, and that changes
the map. We are not in that
world yet but we are moving into
that world. We need to cooper-
ate more...need to cooperate
more on health.

At COP26 in Glasgow, India
and China were blamed for
pushing “phase down”
instead of “phase out” of coal.
India has maintained thatit
is the West’s hypocrisy that
brings focus on just coal,and
not all fossil fuels.

In COP27, India has been
pushing very hard for language
that calls for “phase down” of all
fossil fuels. There was a big push
before COP26 to “phase out”
coal, and “phase down” other
fossil fuels. What you see this
yearisaslight nuance in that the
agreement needs to say phase
down of all fossil fuels. Because
of the changed situation this
year, people are air-brushing the
difference between coal, gas etc.

The big issue is, who is going
to finance and help countries
build up the renewable energies
that they need to make their
transitions and break down their
dependency on fossil fuels.

The West now has their own
recessions and their own energy
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crisis, trying to ensure that people
onlow income have access toen-
ergy and the war in Ukraine and
then its reconstruction... This of
course is not to excuse the West.
Even when all these issues have
not been there, the West has not
come forth with the money. It is
therefore not just about the $100
billion promised and not deliv-
ered, but how do you get the in-
ternational financial system toal-
low countries to access the finance
thatthey need — public or private.

What progress do you see
being made in COP27?

What's different this year
from Glasgow is the conversa-
tion around institutional reform
atthe IMFand in multilateral de-
velopment banks, so that more
investment flows more aggres-
sively, on better terms to coun-
tries — that agenda is moving
along now. And that was also
echoed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Bali when he
said international institutions
have to change. The G20 leader-
ship of India becomes pro-
foundly important.

The real question is how do
we get massive amounts of in-
vestments into RE in countries
like India, and in this decade, and
not in 20 or 30 years’ time.
Otherwise, who can blame

countries for getting its hands on
whatever resources they can.

Do you agree with the
language of phasing down
instead of phasing out?

[ 1 think we should be out of
coal. In countries like India, there
is a social dimension to phasing
out of coal, that goes well beyond
justemissions. I understand the
resistance to that simple state-
ment. But by the time you get to
the middle of the century, we’ll
effectively be out of coal, because
no one will investin it. If you in-
vest in coal, it won't be good for
the Indian public financially, as
these will be stranded assets
within the next decade.

Of course, in India this in-
volves a huge social dimension
because of the number of people
working in coal mines, thermal
power plants and the railways. So
theissue is having a pathway for-
ward. For that the international
community must help.

What should not happenisa
new wave of investment in coal
infrastructure. It will be poor
people in poor countries who
will suffer the most, because
they are most vulnerable to the
impact of emissions. The inter-
national community must un-
derstand that if we bring down
India’s emissions then that will
be good for us globally. We have
a duty of care, we caused the
problem, we need to help fix it.

How much impact are we
seeing of the Ukraine war on
climate?

The European decision to get
off Russian hydrocarbons has
had an immediate impact on
Europe’s energy profile. Europe
will burn gas that it will source
from elsewhere. We have seen
Europe enter the gas markets to
secure that — Europe now has a
very healthy gasreserve. The EU
will burn more coal this winter,
and probably next year. It hasen-
tered global coal markets and
pushed up prices. Over the
medium to long term, this has
sped up Europe’s transition tore-
newable energy.

FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

Gautam Navlakha enters the community hall in Navi Mumbai where he will remain under
house arrest for the next month. Narendra Vaskar

Released from jail, Navlakha
reaches Navi Mumbai ‘home’

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 19

ACTIVIST GAUTAM Navlakha, an
accused in the Elgaar Parishad
case, was released from Taloja
Central Jail on Saturday evening
and placed under “house arrest”
following the Supreme Court's
order on November 10.
Navlakha, who was arrested
after he surrendered on April 14,
2020, had been behind bars
since. He has been shifted to a
community hall space inabuild-
ing in Navi Mumbai, which will
be “home” for the next month
for him and his partner, Sahba
Husain. The Supreme Court had
directed that he be placed under
house arrest for an interim pe-
riod that will be reviewed and a
decision on whether to continue
it will be taken after a month.
On Friday, the apex court had
dismissed the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)'s plea
to vacate the November 10 order
and directed the agency to com-
ply within 24 hours, paving way
for Navlakha's release. Following
this, the NIA submitted a com-

pliance report on Saturday be-
fore the special court in Mumbai
through special public prosecu-
tor Shrikant Sonkawade. The re-
port stated that an open grill on
the premises where Navlakhais
staying will be locked and a sec-
ond exit from the kitchen to the
ground floor will be perma-
nently locked during his stay. As
per orders of the SC, CCTV cam-
eras have been installed at the
entry and exit points of the
premises. After the compliance
report was taken on record by
the Mumbai court, a release or-
der was issued.

"Accused number 11 Gautam
Navlakha shall be sent under
house arrest at the address men-
tioned... The commissioner of
police, Navi Mumbai, shall pro-
vide the necessary escort for
shifting of the accused and
house arrest purpose for the
safety and security of the ac-
cused," special judge Rajesh
Katariya said in his order on
Saturday.

The court directed the Taloja
jail superintendent to hand over
Navlakha's custody to the police
escorts provided by the Navi

2013 UP riots case: HC
suspends sentence of
disqualified BJP MLA

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 19

THE ALLAHABAD High Court has
suspended the sentence handed
out to disqualified BJP MLA
Vikram Saini in a 2013
Muzaffarnagar riots case and has
listed the hearing for the suspen-
sion of his conviction for
Monday.

“The prayer for bail/suspen-
sion of sentence is allowed,” said
Justice Samit Gopal of the
Allahabad Bench on Friday.

On October 11, a court in
Muzaffarnagar had sentenced
Saini, an MLA from Khatauli in
Muzaffarnagar, and 10 others to
two years imprisonment in a
caserelated to the 2013 riots. The
court had acquitted all accused
from the charge of attempt to
murder.

The Muzaffarnagar riots that
spread to neighbouring districts
left 62 people dead and dis-
placed an estimated population
of over 60,000.

Nearly a month after a court
in Muzaffarnagar sentenced BJP

MLA Vikram Saini, the Uttar
Pradesh Legislative Assembly on
Monday declared his con-
stituency, Khatauli, vacant. A by-
poll is scheduled for the seat on
December 5. For the bypoll, the
BJP has fielded Saini’s wife
Rajkumar Saini against RLD’s
Madan Bhaiya.

The High Court was hearingan
appeal against the Additional
District and Sessions
Judge/Special Judge MP/MLA
Courtorder which convicted Saini.

Government Advocate Ankit
Srivastava, who appeared on be-
half of the state, opposed the
prayer for suspension of sen-
tence/bail.

On the High Court order,
Government Advocate
Srivastava said only Saini’s sen-
tence has been suspended, and
not his conviction in the court’s
order on Friday.

“There are two things — sus-
pension of sentence and suspen-
sion of conviction. The suspen-
sion of sentence has been
allowed, while his application
for suspension of conviction will
be heard on Monday,” he said.

Mumbai police to take him to the
premises. A copy of the release
order issued by the court was
emailed to the Navi Mumbai po-
lice and the jail.

Last week, after the SC order,
the NIA had taken 'serious objec-
tions' to the proposed premises
where Navlakha had said he
would shift for the house arrest,
the first floor space in a building
named after Communist Party
leader and trade unionist BT
Ranadive. Based on this, the spe-
cial court had said that it would
not be proper to shift Navlakha.
On Friday, the SCrejected the ob-
jections and directed his trans-
fer within 24 hours.

Among the conditions set for
Navlakha'’s house arrest are that
he will pay for the police escorts
guarding the premises. He has
also been directed to install
CCTV cameras. While his part-
ner can use a basic mobile
phone with calling and SMS fa-
cility, it cannot have any Internet
facility. Navlakha has only been
permitted use of a phone pro-
vided to him by the police per-
sonnel for 10 minutesinadayin
their presence.

Top RIL executive
succeeds Amit
Shah as Gujarat
cricket body chief

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD,NOVEMBER 19

RELIANCE INDUSTRIES Ltd group
president Dhanraj Nathwani has
been elected as the president of
the Gujarat Cricket Association
(GCA) Saturday. Nathwani, who
was the vice-president, will take
over the position left vacant by
Union Minister for Home and Co-
operation Amit Shah after he re-
signed in 2019.

Shah had succeeded Narendra
Modi as the GCA president. The
state cricket body also announced
the appointment of Hemantbhai
Contractor as the vice-president,
Anilbhai Patel as secretary,
Mayurbhai Patel the joint- secre-
tary and Bharat Zaveri as treasurer
withimmediate effect.

Nathwani played a key role
in the development of the
Narendra Modi Cricket Stadium,
Ahmedabad—the largest cricket
stadium in the world.

Nathwani said: “I am deter-
mined to accelerate their (for-
mer presidents') vision and that
of Prime Minister of India,
Narendra Modi, of spreading the
sport into the remote areas.”

Tabassum, India’s original celebrity talk show host, passes away at 78

ALAKA SAHANI
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 19

MUCH BEFORE actor Simi
Garewal and filmmaker Karan
Johar brought celebrities and a
slice of their lives into our living
rooms, there was Tabassum
Govil, widely and fondly known
by her first name.

Draped inasari with a flower
tucked in her hair, the ever-smil-
ing actor presented her lively
and endearing interactions with
film personalities on Phool Khile
Hain Gulshan Gulshan pro-
gramme on Doordarshan from
1972 to 1993. Apart from spread-

ing much joy among viewers
craving celebrity chats and trivia,
this show was the inspiration be-
hind Johar's famous chat show
'Koffee With Karan', something
the filmmaker always acknowl-
edged.

Tabassum died at a hospital
on Friday evening. She was 78.

On Saturday, her son
Hoshang Govil told The Sunday
Express, “She passed away last
night, around 8.40 pm, of cardiac
arrest. She was absolutely
healthy. We shot for our show 10
days ago, and we are about to
shoot again next week. It hap-
pened all of a sudden.”

As news of her demise

spread on Saturday, there were
nostalgia-filled posts shared on-
line by many who have followed
Tabassum over the decades and
been a fan of her warm persona,
gentle humour, and non-gossipy
interactions.

Although known as a show
host, Tabassum, born as Kiran
Bala Sachdevin 1944, was a pop-
ular child actor of the 1950s. As a
child artiste, she acted in movies
such as Jogan (1950), Deedar
(1951) and Baiju Bawra (1952).
Later on, she featured in films
such as Talash (1969), Heer
Raanjha (1970), Johny Mera
Naam (1970), and Tere Mere
Sapne (1971).

TABASSUM
GoOVIL

1944-2022

In 1985, she directed and
wrote a movie titled Tum Par
Hum Qurban. She shared a
warm and friendly rapport with
many of her co-stars and peo-
ple from the industry. They of-
ten appeared on her show as
guests.

In a recent conversation
with Twinkle Khanna on
Tweak India, Johar had said that
he had always harboured the
desire to be like Tabassum
when he grew up. He said: “We
were once at Dilip-saab’s [Dilip
Kumar] house and Tabassum
was there and...I wanted to
meet her. So, once my father
[asked], ‘What do you want to

become?’ I said  wanted to be-
come Tabassum — and I have
become Tabassum now — be-
cause I wanted to do a chat
show. She is truly iconic.”

In recent years, the actor-
turned-chat show host had been
running a YouTube channel,
"Tabassum Talkies'.

Calling her a "legend",
Khanna wrote on social media:
"As a child, [ used to watch Phool
Khile Hain Gulshan Gulshan
with Tabassum-ji as its spectac-
ular host. [ don't remember her
guests. Just her...all these blurry
recollections wrapped around
me like cashmere layers on a
winter morning."

New Delhi

Unlike Johar's conversations,
Tabassum's shows rarely in-
dulged in making conjectures or
talking about the private life of
the celebrities. She nudged
Jeevan to talk about his manner-
isms that contributed to his pop-
ularity and Tanuja to open up
about playing mother to
Jeetendra in Jeene Ki Raah
(1969).

She, at times, deviated from
bubbly chats to talk about the
fickle nature of fame in the in-
dustry, or the tragedies suffered
by celebrities. For instance, she
once talked about Bharat Bhusan
losing his assets and bank bal-
ance. What hurt the Baiju Bawra

protagonist the most was the
fact that he had to sell his pre-
cious book collection at a throw-
away price. Talking about how
death can creep up suddenly, she
mentioned actor Divya Bharati's
passing away and how it's
shrouded in mystery.

Tabassum was married to
Vijay Govil, brother of actor Arun
Govil. A prayer meeting will be
held at 5.30 pm Monday at Arya
Samaj, Santacruz West, to cele-
brate her life and legacy.

Tabassum embodied grace,
empathy and genuine admira-
tion for her guests. They don't
make chat show hosts like her
anymore.
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KARNATAKA

3 studentsraise
pro-Pakistan
slogans, booked

Bengaluru: Three engi-
neering students of a pri-
vate college have been
booked for allegedly
shouting “Pakistan
Zindabad” slogans during
a cultural festival held on
the college campus in
Marathahalliin Bengaluru
on Thursday. The incident
came to light when the
video of these students
shouting pro-Pakistan slo-
gans went viral. Some of
the other students caught
the accused, thrashed
them, and even made
themsay “Jai Hind' and 'Jai
Karnataka Mathe' before
they were letting them off.
Police took suo motu cog-
nisance and booked the
accused under sections
153 (provocating to cause
rioting) and 505 (public
mischief) and have let
them out on station bail. A
police officer said the stu-
dentsdiditforfun. ENS

KERALA
Fourarrested
formodel’s
gangrape

Thiruvananthapuram:
Kochi city police on
Saturday arrested three
Kerala youths and a
woman from Rajasthanin
connection with the gang
rape of a 19-year-old
model in amoving SUV in
Kochi on Thursday. Police
had nabbed the accused
on Friday after the woman
filed a complaint The ac-
cused — Nithin, Sudhi,
Vivek and Dimple
Lamba— were booked for
rape, abduction and con-
spiracy. Kochi city police
commissioner C H
Nagaraju said they were
probing if the woman's
drink at a party she at-
tended was spiked. ENS

PUNJAB

Mannto people:
Write signboards
in Punjabi

Amritsar: Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
on Saturday exhorted
people to start a mass
movement to use
“Punjabi language” in
signboards on private and
public buildings across
the state. Addressing a
state-level event to mark
Punjabi Language Month
at Guru Nanak Dev
University, the CM cited
examples of Maharashtra
and Tamil Nadu. People
should ensure signboards
in Punjabi are put up be-
fore International Mother
Language Day on
February 21, he said . ENS

PUNJAB
Derafollower’s
murder: Cops
arrest 2 persons

Chandigarh: Two people
were arrested for allegedly
providing logistics to the
shooters involved in the
murder of a Dera Sacha
Sauda follower Punjab's
Faridkot district, police said
Saturday. In a joint opera-
tion, the Faridkot police
and the counter intelli-
gence wingarrested Vicky
Chauhan and Sawarn.
They provided shelterand
weapons to the shooters
and helped them toescape
, police said. The duo took
three of the shooters in a
car and dropped them in
Chandigarh. ENS

WEST BENGAL
27-yr-oldman
found dead with
bulletinjuries

Kolkata: The body of a
27-year-old man with
bullet injuries was found
at his friend's house in
Sonapur of South 24
Parganas district on
Saturday, said police,
adding that Laltu Hazra
was shot twice from
point-blank range. A
friend of Hazra spotted
his body and alerted
police. A person has
been detained in this
connection. ENS

Maharashtra: Wedding reception of interfaith Most-wanted
couple called off as right-wing activists protest

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 19

WITHIN HOURS of an interfaith
couple's wedding reception card
going viral on Twitter on Friday,
right wing activists searched for
details of their marriage hall in
Vasai (West) on the Internet and
called its owner, asking him to
cancel the event. The reception,
organised for 100-odd family
members and friends on Sunday,
was called off by Friday evening.
On Friday morning, Suresh
Chavhanke, who runs Sudarshan
News, got hold of the wedding re-
ception invitation card and
posted it on his Twitter handle -
which has nearly 6 lakh followers
—with hastags #LoveJihad_act of
terrorism and #Shraddha.

Chavhanke linked the wed-
ding of the interfaith couple in
Vasai (West) to the gruesome
murder of Shraddha Walkar,
who was allegedly murdered
and chopped into 35 pieces by
her live-in partner Aaftab
Poonawala in Delhi. Both
Shraddha and Aaftab were resi-
dents of Vasai (West).

Inthe process, Chavhanke also
spread wrong information that
the interfaith couple was getting
married, though the invitation
card clearly mentioned it wasare-

ception and nota wedding.
Over 12,000 people
retweeted and liked

Chavhanke's by Friday night. By
Saturday evening, it trended fur-
ther with 10,200 likes, 5,481
retweets and over 2,000 com-
ments on the post.

The reception was to take
place at Vishwakarma hall in
Vasai (West) at 6.30 pm on
Friday. But as Chavhanke's tweet
became viral, right wing activists
started calling up the hall owner
from across the country. Finally,
the reception was cancelled.

When The Sunday Express
visited the Vishwakarma hall on
Saturday, the owner refused to
speakon theissue."lamasmall-
time businessman. [ do not want
any trouble and just want to do
my business. Several media
channels came here but we did
not speak to anyone. I have no
complaints against anyone and I
do not wish to approach the po-
lice," he said.

An employee from the hall's
management said, "We received
over 25 calls from across India, in-

cluding a few from Uttar Pradesh.
Even today, we have kept our
phones on silent mode and re-
ceived over 30 missed calls. We
are losing business due to this."
The employee said it at first, it
was clarified to several callers
that no wedding was taking
place and it was instead a recep-
tion for which the hall had been
booked two months ago, long
before the news of Shraddha’s
murder broke. “We said that 'this
couple had a court marriage a
few days ago and kept a recep-
tion for their near and dear
ones',” the employee added.
But the calls did not stop. The
employee said the management
then spoke to the inter-faith cou-
ple, “who too said that it's better
to call it off”. "We returned their
money and they said they will

A small UP town, a body in red suitcase,
and a police force scrambling for clues

ARNAV CHANDRASEKHAR
MATHURA,NOVEMBER 19

AT FIRST glance, there is little to
separate the service lane below
the Yamuna Expressway, near a
Krishi Anusandhan Kendrain ru-
ral Mathura, from any other
road. Adiscarded police forensic
kit, however, tells a different tale.
It was here, say eyewitnesses,
that police discovered the body
of a young woman, believed to
be in her 20s, wrapped in poly-
thene and stuffed into a red suit-
case.

More than 24 hours later, po-
lice in Mathura are searching for
clues in the case, with the
woman still unidentified and
several personnel working
round the clock hoping for a
breakthrough.

According to autorickshaw
driver Mehraam Singh, who
plies the area every morning, he
and some other passersby saw
the suitcase early Friday after-
noon and alerted the police.
“First, one policeman came, and
then others followed and
opened up the suitcase. I did not
see the body at the time, but |
saw pictures circulating on
WhatsApp later. I have never
heard of suchamurder here,” he
said.

The district saw a similar case
exactly a year ago — the body of
awoman was found ina suitcase
near the Delhi-Agra National
Highway 2.

On Saturday, while the coun-
try remained preoccupied with
the alleged murder of 28-year-
old Shraddha Walkar, the
woman in the red suitcase was
the centre of conversationin the
small town of Raya in Uttar
Pradesh. Labourers in the vicin-
ity discussed how it was unlikely
that the body belonged to a lo-
cal. “She was not dressed like

The spot where a woman’s body was found bundled in a red suitcase near the Yamuna
Expressway in Mathura, Uttar Pradesh, on Friday. Amit Mehra

someone from the area... and
we villagers usually don't keep
such suitcases,” said one.

Police at the station in Raya
are inclined to agree. Gathered
around a table on the chilly
evening, they offered their opin-
ions on the case. Said one per-
sonnel: “The body was not in a
decomposed state. She must
have been left there during the
night.”

There are some clues as to
what might have killed her, with
police saying that she seemed to
have a head injury, as well as
what appeared to be a gunshot
wound near her shoulder - but
these will have to be confirmed
by adoctor.

Aday earlier, the area’s circle
officer, Mahavan Alok Singh, had
said: “It seems that she was mur-
dered somewhere and her body
was left here. There is a sus-
pected gunshot wound near her
shoulder; we will find out
through a post-mortem
whether it is indeed a gunshot.”

None of the missing persons

HC dismisses Samata

Party plea on symbol
for Uddhav’s Sena

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 19

DISMISSING AN appeal by
Samata Party over its claim on
the 'flaming torch’ symbol allot-
ted by the Election Commission
of India (ECI) to Uddhav
Thackeray's party, the Shiv Sena
(Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray),
the Delhi High Court has held
that the symbol had become free
after de-recognition of Samata
Party 18 years ago, and the poll
panel was within its domain to
allot it to another party.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Satish Chandra Sharma
and Justice Subramonium Prasad
issued the order while hearing an
appeal moved by Samata Party
against an order of the single
judge of HC, which had upheld
ECI's decision to award the sym-
bol to Thackeray's party, formed
after the original Shiv Sena's split.

In its order on November 3,
the bench observed that Samata
Party was de-recognised as a
“state party” in 2004. The party
had contended that since its can-
didates contested elections in
2014 under the symbol of 'flam-
ing torch', the symbol cannot be
allotted to any other party.

The HC referred to a 2008
judgment of the Supreme Court
in Subramanian Swamy v ECI
and reiterated that a symbol is
not a tangible thing, nor does it
generate any wealth.

“Itis only the insignia whichis

associated with the particular
political party so as to help mil-
lions of illiterate voters to prop-
erly exercise their right to fran-
chise in favour of the candidate
of their choice belonging toa par-
ticular party,” the court ruled.
“The parties concerned cannot
consider the symbol as its exclu-
sive property. The Election
Symbols (Reservation And
Allotment) Order, 1968, makes it
very clear that the right to use the
symbol can be lost with the dis-
mal performance of the party.”

The division bench observed
that even though members of
Samata Party were permitted to
use the 'flaming torch' symbol,
due to de-recognition of the
party in 2004, it had become a
free symbol, and it was within
the ECI's domain to allot the
symbol to any other party.

Dismissing the appeal, the
bench held, "No fault can be
found with the communication-
cum-order dated 10th October,
2022 issued by the Election
Commission of India allotting
the symbol of "flaming torch? to
“Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray)’and the Order dated
19.10.2022, passed by the
learned Single Judge..."

The appeal states that the sin-
gle judge dismissed the Samata
Party's plea on the very first date
of hearing and without issuing
notice to the respondents: the ECI,
the Shiv Sena through Uddhav
Thackeray, and Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde.

complaints at the station match
the profile of the dead woman.
A dozen missing person notices
with descriptions are pinned toa
board here — some of them
worn from time and exposure.

Getting useful CCTV footage
will also be difficult, said investi-
gators. While there are cameras
onthe expressway, they are some
distance away. Police have also put
out a call to the rest of Mathura's
stations regarding the incident,
and are hopeful that social media
attention and press coverage will
help with the identification.

The Raya station is small,
catering to a village of about
20,000 and the surrounding
area, but this has not stopped
them from deploying teams to
check for missing persons cases
in Hathras, Bulandshahr, Noida,
Aligarh, and Agra at the District
Crime Record Bureaus.

On Saturday morning, de-
spite attention around this case,
the station was back to its regu-
lar routine, taking complaints
from local residents. But the suit-

Khalid ]awed novel wins JCB Prize for L

UDBHAV SETH
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 19

‘THE PARADISE of Food’ by
Khalid Jawed, translated from
Urdu by Baran Farooqi, won JCB
Prize for Literature on Saturday.

The book, originally pub-
lished as ‘Nemat Khana'in 2014,
is the fourth translation to win
the award and the first work in
Urdu.

‘The Paradise of Food’ tells
the story of a middle-class joint
Muslim family over a span of
fifty years where the narrator
struggles to find a place for him-
self, at odds in his home and the
world outside.

Jawed received the prize
money of Rs 25 lakh along with
atrophy. Farooqi received anad-
ditional Rs 10lakh for the award.

Speaking after receiving the
award at a function held in New
Delhi, Jawed said, "I'm experi-
encing a real moment of joy to-

case in the evidence room and
the body it held are never far
from conversation.

The woman’s body is cur-
rently resting in a freezer at the
Mathura district mortuary, a
nondescript building with a gar-
den atits front.

According to Dr Mathuresh
Bihari, who is currently posted
at the mortuary, unidentified
bodies are not an uncommon
sight. “From October to
November, about 30 of the bod-
ies that have come to the mortu-
ary were of unidentified persons.
They died of various causes, such
as accidents, or falling off
trains... Out of the nine bodies
that are in freezers here right
now, five are unidentified. Once
we receive the panchnama from
the police after 72 hours pass, we
conduct the post-mortem.”

Families of deceased individ-
uals wait near the gate, occasion-
ally conversing with arriving po-
lice personnel. But for now, there
is no one waiting here for the un-
known woman.

1

host the reception somewhere
else. We do not see the religion of
couples before renting out halls.
For us, all are clients. This hall was
established in 1989 and till today,
we had not faced such an issue.
We heard they are big people
(those opposing) and we do not
wantany issue. We are not inter-
ested in going to the police," said
aperson from the management.

Despite repeated attempts,
the bride did not respond to calls
and messages.

When contacted, an officer
from Manikpur police station,
said, "We are aware of the post
made by Chavhanke but we have
neither received any complaint
from the inter-faith couple nor
from the hall management.
Hence, we cannot initiate any ac-
tion."

Punjab notifies
old pension
scheme, mum on
implementation

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 19

THE PUNJAB government
Saturday notified the old pension
scheme only mentioning briefly
that the employees covered un-
der national pension scheme
would be given benefits of the
old scheme. This comes aday af-
ter the state Cabinet approved its
implementation and nearly two
months after Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann announced that
Punjabwould be reverting to the
old pension scheme.

The notificationissued by the
finance department, however,
did not shed light on when the
government would stop taking
contribution from the employ-
ees. The notification said that the
detailed scheme and standard
operating procedures (SOPs)
would be notified later.

“In exercise of the powers
conferred by the proviso to
Article 309 of the Constitution,
and all other powers enabling
him in this behalf, the Governor
is pleased to notify that all gov-
ernment employees presently
being covered under the Defined
Contributory Pension Scheme
also referred to as National
Pension System (PS) will be
given the benefits of Old Pension
Scheme (OPS),” read the notifi-
cation. It further said, “Detailed
scheme and Standard Operating
Procedures pursuant to this no-
tification shall be notified indue
course of time.”

The state is supposed to re-
quest the Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development
Authority to refund Rs 16,746
crore, the corpus accumulated
under the NPS. The Cabinet on
Friday had given nod to notify
the OPS, stating the move would
benefit 1.75 lakh employees cur-
rently covered under NPS.

terrorist dies of
drug overdose
in Pak: agencies

NAVJEEVAN GOPAL
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 19

HARVINDER SINGH Sandhu alias
Rinda, a most-wanted terrorist
carrying a reward of Rs 10 lakh
announced by the National
Investigation Agency, is learnt to
have died at a hospital in
Pakistan's Lahore, multiple
sources instate and central intel-
ligence agencies said Saturday.

Asenior Punjab Police official
and one from a central agency
told The Sunday Express that
Rinda, who was under the pro-
tection of Pakistan's Inter
Services Intelligence (ISI) and
had carried out several terrorist
acts in India, was being treated
for a kidney ailment probably
triggered by drug overdose.

Rinda was named as the
mastermind behind the RPG at-
tack on Punjab Police's
Intelligence headquarters at
Mohali in May this year and the
grenade attack at state police's
Crime Investigating Agency (CIA)
building in Nawanshahr last year
in November. He was named in
over two dozen criminal cases
and apart from Punjab was
wanted in Maharashtra,
Chandigarh, Haryana and West
Bengal. He carried areward of Rs
10 lakh announced by the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) for any information about
him. The Interpol had issued a
Red notice against Rinda in June
this year.

“We have learnt that Rinda
died due to drug overdose,” a
senior Punjab Police official said.

A senior central agency offi-
cial, requesting not to be named,
said that Rinda was “suffering
from a kidney problem and was
admitted to hospital.” The official
added, “Information s also trick-
linginthatRindadied due todrug
overdose, which is likely to have
caused the kidney problem”.

Meanwhile, two government
run hospitals in Lahore — Jinnah
Hospital and Services Hospital —
denied any such death in last
two days. There were reports in
a section of media that Rinda
died at a military hospital in
Lahore. When contacted, a
Combined Military Hospital
(CMC) official, requesting not to
be named, told The Sunday
Express that "a 33-year-old man
named Mohammad Usmaan
died of drug overdose." The offi-
cial said there was no person
named Rinda who died in the
hospital in past two days.

A senior Punjab Police
Official, however, said that they
were taking the latest “develop-

Khalid Jawed, along with Baran Farooqi, who translated his book, in New Delhi, Saturday. Express

day. [ didn't expect this at all. I
wrote this novel in 2014 in Urdu,
and today its star has shone.
Because of Farooqi, it has been
transported into another lan-
guage and world. Now it has re-
ceived international recogni-

tion."

Farooqi said, "Salman
Rushdie used a Ghalib quote in
one of his own books translated
by my father, Mehr Afshan
Farooqi. It goes: ‘If there is a
knower of tongues here, fetch

him/There's a stranger in the
city/ and he has many things to
say.' Urdu s not spoken as much
inour country today, and some-
one needed to speak for it."

The jury consisted of journal-
istand editor AS Panneerselvan,

Harvinder
Singh
Sandhu,
alias
Rinda

ment with a pinch of salt”.

“In the past, there were re-
ports that Pakistan-based terror-
ist Harmeet Singh PhD had died.
Six months later, we realized he
was very much alive as we ana-
lyzed his activities and call de-
tails. He died sometime later,”
the official said.

Rinda, a member of the
banned Khalistani outfit Babbar
Khalsa International, had been
taking the help of local gangsters
to carry out anti-national activi-
ties in India, especially Punjab.
He was seen as the main link be-
tween gangsters and Pakistani-
based terror groups.

As per the latest dossier
maintained by Punjab Police,
mentioning his involvement RPG
attack at Intelligence headquar-
ters, Rinda is son of Charat Singh
Sandhu, originally a resident of
Nanded Sahib in Maharashtra
where he had “migrated to from
village Sarhali in Punjab's Tarn
Taran many years ago”.

“He is most wanted A+ cate-
gory gangster of Punjab. Besides
this, he is also involved and
wanted in many cases by police
forces of Maharashtra,
Chandigarh, Haryana and West
Bengal,” read the dossier ac-
cessed by The Sunday Express.

The dossier cites information
harvested from various channels
and sources to cite his “direct
links with Pakistan-based terror-
istgroups”,and his “involvement
inlarge scale cross-border smug-
gling of drugs and weapons”.
“Rinda is a threat to national se-
curity” and is currently “sus-
pected to be living in Pakistan”,
it further read. A look out circu-
lar (LoC) was issued against
Rinda on August 18,2017 and a
red corner notice request against
him was sent to the Central
Bureau of Investigation by
Punjab Bureau of Investigation
on May 5, this year, four days be-
fore the RPG attack took place at
Punjab Police Intelligence head-
quarters in Mohali. Another
dossier accessed by The Sunday
Express states that Rinda was as-
sociated with Babbar Khalsa
International (BKI) international
chief Wadhawa Singh Babbar,
based in Pakistan, to carry out
terror acts in Punjab.

iterature

(chair); author Amitabha Bagchi,
author and academician Rakhee
Balaram, translator, historian
and academician J Devika and
author Janice Pariat.

Talking about the winning
work, Panneerselvan said itis "a
celebration of human spirit,
hope, loss, aspirations, and anx-
iety".

Allthe five novels shortlisted
for this year’s award were trans-
lated works.

Other works in the shortlist
announced on October 21 were
Tomb of Sand by Geetanjali
Shree, translated from Hindi by
Daisy Rockwell; Song of the Soil
by Chuden Kabimo, translated
from Nepali by Ajit Baral ; Imaan
by Manoranjan Byapari, trans-
lated from Bengali by Arunava
Sinha and Valli by Sheela Tomy,
translated from Malayalam.

It was for the first time that
titles in Hindi and Nepali made
it to the shortlist of the literary
award.

9-day international film festival kicks off in Goa today

DIVYAA
PANAJI,NOVEMBER 19

ACTORS PANKA] Tripathi, Suneil
Shetty, Prabhu Deva, Manoj
Bajpayee and Ajay Devgn will be
felicitated with Special Honours
at the 53rd International Film
Festival of India (IFFI), which
kicks off in Goa on November 20.

The honours will be given at
the inaugural ceremony on
Sunday evening, which will be
attended by Union Information
& Broadcasting Minister Anurag

Thakur, MoS I&B L Murugan, Goa
Governor PS Sreedharan and
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant.
There will be a special an-
nouncement for the Indian
Personality of the Year award,
which has been presented toac-
tors Hema Malini, Amitabh
Bachchan, Rajinikanth and lyri-
cist Prasoon Joshi in the past.
Besides, short films on 75
years of the Independence will
be released. An exhibition show-
casing technology and various
elements pertaining to cinema
and aesthetics were also being

organised by Film and Television
Institute of India this year. The
exhibition highlights what's new
in the arena of entertainment
technology.

Austrian film, Alma and
Oskar, directed by Dieter Berner,
will open this year's edition,
which has 280 films from 79
countries. The Satyajit Ray
Lifetime Achievement award is
being given to Spanish film di-

(Clockwise from top left) rector Carlos Saura. Also part of

Pankaj Tripathi, Suneil Shetty, the line-up is an eight-film ret-

Manoj Bajpayee and Prabhu rospective dedicated to Saura.

Deva will be felicitated France is the ‘Spotlight’
New Delhi

country this year, with eight of
its films to be screened under
the Country Focus package.
Three films featuring
Dadasaheb Phalke-awardee
Asha Parekh - Teesri Manzil, Do
Badan and Kati Patang - will be
screened, while the festival
closes with on November 28
with Krzysztof Zanussi’s film
Perfect Number.

To promote films from the
North East, five feature and five
non-feature films will mark the
golden jubilee of Manipuri cin-
ema.
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No. WA/E-Tender/30/2022 Dated: 17.11.2022
Following E-tenders are invited by DRM (WA) NWR/Ajmer at 15.00 Hrs. on the
mentioned date. 1. Tender No.: 165/2022 Name of work: Reconditioning of Wornout
Switches in Sr.DEN (West)Ajmer jurisdiction. Approximate Cost: Rs. 5,37,817.70
Earnest Money: Rs. 10,800.00 Tender Closing Date: 07.12.2022 2. Tender No.:
166/2022 Name of work : ADEN-Marwar Jn. Jurisdiction: Through Sleeper Renewal
(S) in Loop Lines and Deep Screening of Track in Main Line (3.209 Kms.).
Approximate Cost: Rs. 60,84,710.51 Earnest Money: Rs. 1,21,700.00 Tender
Closing Date: 07.12.2022 3. Tender No.: 167/2022 Name of work: Reconditioning of
Wornout CMS Crossings in Sr.DEN (West) Ajmer jurisdiction. Approximate Cost: Rs.
34,36,627.00 Earnest Money: Rs. 68,700.00 Tender Closing Date: 07.12.2022 4.
Tender No.: 168/2022 Name of work : Through Rail Renewal (Secondary) in the Loop
Lines in the jurisdiction of SSE(P.Way), Sojatroad (3.562 Kms.), SSE (P.Way) Rani
(1.932 Kms.), SSE(P.Way) Abu Road (3.607+2.072 Kms.) and SSE(P.Way)
Pindwara (1.515 Kms.). Approximate Cost: Rs. 1,75,57,345.39 Earnest Money:
Rs. 2,37,800.00 Tender Closing Date: 07.12.2022 The detailed information of the
above tender is available on website www.ireps.gov.in and Tender Notice Board of
DRM Office, NWR/Ajmer. 960-AN/22

Please join us on

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that this
boy (depicted in the photo) namely Dilshan
S/o Mohd. Alam Gir R/o H. No. 637, Gali
No. 18, K-1st Block, Sangam Vihar, New
Delhi has been missing/kidnapped from
the jurisdiction of PS Sangam Vihar, New
Delhi since 13.11.2022. In this regard a
FIR No. 775/2022 Dated 14.11.2022 U/s
363 IPC Act has been lodged at PS
Sangam Vihar, New Delhi. Sincere efforts
have been made by local police to trace out
this boy but no clue has come to light so far.
His physical description is as under:-

Sex: Male, Age: 12 years, Height: 3'6" ft., Complexion: Shallow,
Face: Long, Built: Thin, Wearing: Green colour jacket & Grey
Jeans and Slipers in foot.

Any person is having information or clue about this missing/
kidnapped girl may kindly inform to the following:- SHO

Website:http://cbi.nic.in PS: Sangam Vihar, Delhi.
E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in Ph.: 011-26044546, 26042188

Tel. No.: 011-24368638/24368641  Mob. No.: 8750870833
Fax No.: 011-24368639 DP/2924/SD/2022

/NWRailways
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N 3 DA Cell, HR M Section
sanara Bank Bengaluru Circle Office

1 E Spencer Towers, 86, MG Road,
(A Government Of India Undertaking) Bengaluru 560 001.

From: Assistant General Manager /Disciplinary Authority
DACell, HRM Section, Canara Bank, Bengaluru-560001.

To: Sri Marut Nandan [94474]
Manager, Canara Bank, Chamrajnagar Branch, Mob No: 85060 12589.
Residential Address -1: Sri Marut Nandan, S/o Sri Lalan Sharma, U/G Floor M 122,
Prem Nagar Opp Piller No 682, Uttam Nagar West, NEW DELHI-110059.
Residential Address-2: Sri Marut Nandan, No. B 3, Keshav Block, Devakidham Apt.
Boring Canal Road West, PATNA-800 001.
Dear Sir,
Sub: Enquiry against Sri Marut Nandan [94474], Manager, Chamrajnagar Branch
Ref: Charge Sheet No. BLC HRM DAC CS (0) 08/2022-23 DT.17/06/2022
WHEREAS, departmental proceedings were initiated against the subject officer
employee byissuing the above referred chargesheet;
WHEREAS, An Inquiring Authority was appointed by the Disciplinary Authority to conduct
the enquiry. The enquiry was conducted after providing due notice/ intimation to the
Charge sheeted Officer, through various modes viz., by email to mail ID
marutnandan@canarabank.com & mnandan2589@gmail.com, Speed post to last known
addresses in possession of the Bank, Displaying in the notice board of Chamrajnagar
Branch [Last served by Officer employee], pasting on the door of residential addresses
provided by officer employee and also publication of the enquiry notice in the News paper
on 13.09.2022 [Patna and Delhi Editions];
WHEREAS, the CSO did not attend the enquiry despite publishing the enquiry notice in
Newspaper, the Inquiring Authority citing cogent reasons, ruled that the enquiry be
conducted Ex-parte;
WHEREAS, |A, after conducting the enquiry has submitted his report holding the officer
employee guilty of the charges levelled against him as enumerated in the findings. A copy
of the findings of the Inquiring Authority has been furnished to the officer employee by
email and Speed post, and displayed in the branch last served by the employee, i.e.,
Chamrajnagar, to make his submissions if any. The officer employee has not made his
submissions despite according sufficient time;
THEREFORE, taking into consideration all the relevant / connected records, agreeing
with the findings of the Inquiring Authority and holding the officer employee guilty of the
charges as enumerated in the orders of the Disciplinary Authority, THE PUNISHMENT OF
“COMPULSORY RETIREMENT” as envisaged under Regulation 4(h) of the Canara
Bank Officer Employees' (Discipline & Appeal) Regulations, 1976, is hereby imposed on
the subject officer employee.
The Punishment proceedings and the orders of the Disciplinary Authority, dated
07.10.2022 has been displayed on the notice board of the branch last served by the Officer
employee, i.e., Chamrajnagar and it can be collected from above mentioned address.
Yours faithfully,
Assistant General Manager /
Displinary Authority

Place: Circle Office, Bengaluru
Date: 07.10.2022

ALLAHABAD

Stressed Asset Management Branch, Patna, Khajpura, Jagdeopath, Bailey Road, Patna-800014

SALENOTICEFORSALEOFIMMOVABLEPROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Indian Bank
(Erstwhile Allahabad Bank) Stressed Asset Management (SAM) Branch, Patna, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is”, “As is what is"
and "Whatever there is" on 08.12.2022, for recovery of bank's dues from the following borrower and guarantors.

ALLAHABAD

Stressed Asset Management Branch, Patna, Khajpura, Jagdeopath, Bailey Road, Patna-800014

Sl. No. Name of the Description of the Charged/Mortgage Property Name of the Amount of Reserve Earnest
& Account Mortgagor(s)/ | Secured Debt Price Money
Branch Guarantor(s) (in Rs) Deposit
1. |M/s Vijay Equitable Mortgage- Sri Vijay %1,51,71,589/- | 43,02,000/- | ¥4,30,200/-
SAMB [Tractor, Prop.: |A) All that part and parcel of the property of|Singh (Rupees One (Rupees (Rupees
Patna |Sri Vijay Singh Sale Deed No0.493 dated 11.01.2010, Flat No.-|(Mortgagor) crore fifty one | Forty Three | Four lakh
Simli, NH- 101, area of super built up 1195 sqft. situated in|Mrs. Sunita lakhs seventy lakh two thirty
Didarganj, Prince Residency Apartment, Vivekanand Park,|Singh one thousand thousand thousand
Patna City, New Patliputra Colony, Patna, Mauza-Mainpura|(Guarantor) five hundred only) two hundred
Patna-800008 commonly known as New Patliputra Colony, PS eighty nine only)
1. Sri Vijay Singh, [Digha Now P.S-Patliputra, Dist.-Patna within the only) as on
Flat No.-101, Jurisdiction of Sub and Sadar Registry Office, 30.03.2020
Prince Residency |Patna under Phulwari revenue Thana No.2, Tauzi with further
Apartment No.5506, Khata No.671 & 648, Circle No.-247A, interest, costs,
Vivekanand Park, [Ward No.-14/New Ward No.-23, Holding No.- other charges
Boring Patliputra |101/103, Zone No.-03, Govt. Valuation List Serial and expenses
Road, Near No.-225, Jamabandi No.-2080, Computer Code- thereon
Alpana Market, |571. Boundary details of property: North-Front
Patna-800013 Offset of the building, South-Corridor, Lift & Stair:
2. Mrs. Sunita case and flat No.-103, East-Side Set back of the
Singh (Guarantor)|building, West-Side Set Back of the building.
Flat No.-101, Property ID: IDIB1867A
Prince Residency [B) All that part and parcel of the property of Sale Deed No.494 dated 11.01.2010,| 321,42,000/- | ¥2,14,200/-
Apartment Flat No.-103, area of super built up 595 sqft. situated in Prince Residency| (Rupees (Rupees
Vivekanand Park, Apartment, Vivekanand Park, New Patliputra Colony, Patna, Mauza-Mainpura| Twenty one | Two lakh
Boring Patliputra |commonly known as New Patliputra Colony, PS Digha Now P.S-Patliputra, Dist.-| lakh forty two [ fourteen
Road, Near Patna within the Jurisdiction of Sub and Sadar Registry Office, Patna under| thousand thousand
Alpana Market,  |ppylwari revenue Thana No.2, Tauzi No.5506, Khata No.671 & 648, Circle only) two hundred
Patna-800013 N0 -247A, Ward No.-14/New Ward No.-23, Holding No.-101/103, Zone No.-03, only)
Govt. Valuation List Serial No.-225, Jamabandi No.-2080, Computer Code-571.
Boundary details of property: North-Flat No.-101, South-Flat No.-102, East-Se Set
back of the building, West-Corridor, Lift & Staircase. Property ID: IDIB1867B

Detail of encumbrance, Outstanding Dues of Local Govt, Electricity, Property tax, Municipal Tax, etc. if any known to the Bank: Not Known

Last Date & time for Registration and Submission of EMD amount: 06.12.2022 through https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi
Till 5.00 PM.

Date & Time of e-auction: 08.12.2022 from 11.00 AM to 3.00 PM at the platform of http://www.mstcecommerce.com with unlimited extension.
Bid incremental amount is Rs.10,000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand Only).

For further details and Terms & Conditions, Contact: Shri M.P. Singh (Chief Manager) Mob.: 8017007632

SALENOTICEFORSALEOFIMMOVABLEPROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable
property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of
Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank) Stressed Asset Management (SAM) Branch, Patna, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is
where is”, “As is what is" and "Whatever there is" on 08.12.2022, for recovery of bank's dues from the following borrower and guarantors.

For downloading further details and Terms & Conditions, Please Visit: (i) https://www.mstcecommerce.com (ii) https://www.ibapi.in

*Applicable tax to be borne by the bidder.

Bidders are advised to visit the website (www.mstcecommerce.com) of our e-auction service provider MSTC Ltd to participate in online
bid. For Technical Assistance please call MSTC HELPDESK No0.033-22901004 and other help line numbers available in service providers
help desk. For Registration status with MSTC Ltd, please contact ibapiop@mstcecommerce.com and for EMD status please contact
ibapifin@mstcecommerce.com. For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms and conditions please visit: https://ibapi.
in and for clarifications related to this portal, please contact help line number '18001025026' and '011-41106131".

Bidders are advised to use Property ID Number mentioned above while searching for the property in the website with https://ibapi.in
and www.mstcecommerce.com.

Sl. No. Name of the Account Description of the Charged/Mortgage | Name of the Amount of Reserve Earnest
& Property Mortgagor(s)/ | Secured Debt Price Money
Branch Guarantor(s) (in Rs) Deposit
1. M/s Quality Industries, Lease land of BIADA in the name of|M/s Quality %2,06,27,120/- 3 g
SAMB |Partners- Sri Raju Kumar and |M/s Quality Industries Lease Deed|Industries (Rupees Two | 2,14,93,000/- | 21,49,300/-
Patna |Smt. Pummy Singh Regd. No0.663 dated 01.03.2005, area-49000 crore six lakh (Rupees (Rupees
Office-L203, Dumraon Place, |sqft, Industrial Plot No.D-20, D-21, twenty seven Two crore Twenty
Fraser Road, Patna, Pin- D-22, E-6, E-7, E/NS-5: Survey Plot thousand one | fourteen lakh | one lakh
800001 No.565(P), 566(P), 567(P), 568(P), 1(P) hundred twenty | ninty three forty nine
2. Sri Raju Kumar, S/o & 716(P), Khata No0.150,137,146,148,49 only) as on thousand thousand
Sri Shyam Babu Singh, & 65, Mohalla/Mauza-Khirodherpur & 18.04.2018 only) three
At-Pethia Bazar, PO & PS- Mominpur, Thana No.122 & 120, Dist- with further hundred
Phulwarisharif, Distt.-Patna, Patna, Boundary at North-Industrial Plot interest, costs, only)
Pin-801505 No.D-19 & E-5, South-Industrial Plot other charges
3. Smt. Pummy Singh, W/o- Sri|No.D-23 & E-8, East-Industrial Road 40 and expenses
Raju Kumar, At-Pethia Bazar, |Ft wide, West-Industrial Raod 40 Ft wide. thereon, less
PO & PS- Phulwarisharif, Property ID: IDIB1872 recovery if any
Distt.-Patna, Pin-801505

Detail of encumbrance, Outstanding Dues of Local Govt, Electricity, Property tax, Municipal Tax, etc. if any known to the Bank: Not Known

Last Date & time for Registration and Submission of EMD amount: 06.12.2022 through https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi
Till 5.00 PM.

Date & Time of e-auction: 08.12.2022 from 11.00 AM to 3.00 PM at the platform of http://www.mstcecommerce.com with unlimited extension.
Bid incremental amount is Rs.10,000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand Only).

For further details and Terms & Conditions, Contact: Shri M.P. Singh (Chief Manager) Mob.: 8017007632

For downloading further details and Terms & Conditions, Please Visit: (i) https://www.mstcecommerce.com (ii) https://www.ibapi.in

*Applicable tax to be borne by the bidder.

Bidders are advised to visit the website (www.mstcecommerce.com) of our e-auction service provider MSTC Ltd to participate in online
bid. For Technical Assistance please call MSTC HELPDESK No0.033-22901004 and other help line numbers available in service providers
help desk. For Registration status with MSTC Ltd, please contact ibapiop@mstcecommerce.com and for EMD status please contact
ibapifin@mstcecommerce.com. For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms and conditions please visit: https://ibapi.
in and for clarifications related to this portal, please contact help line number '18001025026' and '011-41106131".

Bidders are advised to use Property ID Number mentioned above while searching for the property in the website with https://ibapi.in
and www.mstcecommerce.com.

Date :16.11.2022
Place : Patna

Authorised Officer
Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank)

ALLAHABAD

£\ sdTEIEI

Stressed Asset Management Branch, Patna, Khajpura, Jagdeopath, Bailey Road, Patna-800014

Date

1 16.11.2022
Place : Patna

Authorised Officer
Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank)

ALLAHABAD

Stressed Asset Management Branch, Patna, Khajpura, Jagdeopath, Bailey Road, Patna-800014

SALENOTICEFORSALEOFIMMOVABLEPROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Indian Bank
(Erstwhile Allahabad Bank) Stressed Asset Management (SAM) Branch, Patna, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is”, “As is what is"
and "Whatever there is" on 08.12.2022, for recovery of bank's dues from the following borrower and guarantors.

SALENOTICEFORSALEOFIMMOVABLEPROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Indian Bank
(Erstwhile Allahabad Bank) Stressed Asset Management (SAM) Branch, Patna, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is”, “As is what is"
and "Whatever there is" on 08.12.2022, for recovery of bank's dues from the following borrower and guarantors.

SI. No. Name of the Account Description of the Charged/ Name of the Amount of Reserve Earnest
& Mortgage Property Mortgagor(s)/ | Secured Debt Price Money
Branch Guarantor(s) (in Rs) Deposit
1. M/s Buddha Heritage Equitable Mortgage: All that part and|M/s Rajnandini | ¥5,91,96,434/- 3 3
SAMB |Prop.: Shri Ashutosh Kumar Jha|parcel of the Land and Building along|Projects Pvt. (Rupees Five |4,75,00,000/- | 47,50,000/-
Patna |121, Jamuna Apartment, Boring|with resent and future construction|Ltd. crore ninety one|(Rupees Four| (Rupees
Road, Patna-800001 thereon. In the name of M/s Rajnandini lakh ninety six | crore seventy | Forty seven
1. Shri Ashutosh Kumar Jha 121,|Projects Pvt. Ltd. area measuring 20 thousand four |five lakh only)| lakh fifty
Jamuna Apartment, Boring Road,|Decimal, Sale Deed No.23724 Dated hundred thirty thousand
Patna-800001 24.09.2013, Khata No.639, Survey four only) as on only)

2. Shri Bhagwan Lal Jha S/o|Plot No.1571(P), Thana No.02, Tauzi
Late Balmukund Jha, R/o Jagat|No.5506, situated at Mauza-Mainpura,

30.08.2019
with further

Narayan Road, Kadamkuan,|Mohalla-North Shree Krishna Puri, interest, costs,
Near PP School, Patna-800013 |Thana-Shree Krishnapuri, District- other charges
3. M/s Rajnandini Projects|Patna, Bihar, Bounded as under (as and expenses

thereon less
recovery if any.

Pvt. Ltd. through its Managing|per deed): North-Som Kunj Apartment,
Director, Road No.-06, Ward|South-Shivam Apartment, East-
No.-18, Chandradeep Complex,|Residential House, West-20 Feet wide
Dakbunglow Road, Bandar|Road.

Babaicha, Patna, Bihar Property ID: IDIB1879

Sl. No. | Name of the Account Description of the Charged/Mortgage Name of the Amount of Reserve Earnest
& Property Mortgagor(s)/| Secured Debt Price Money
Branch Guarantor(s) (in Rs) Deposit
1. M/s Vatsala Enterprises|i) All that piece and parcel of landed property|1. Smt. 34,75,10,142/- 4 3
SAMB |[(Partnership Firm) 101,|having Khata no.212, Khesra No.1302, Touzi|Draupadi (Rupees Four | 2,31,00,000/- | 23,10,000/-
Patna |Jayashree  Apartment,|[No.765, Thana No.342, Ward No.15 at Village-|Devi W/o Shri | Crore Seventy | (Rupees Two | (Rupees
Nageshwar Colony,|Mirzapur, Banduwaar, Pargana-Baliya Sub|Arvind Kumar Five Lakh Ten crore thirty |Twenty three
Boring Road, Patna.|Registry and Dist-Begusarai, Area-02 Katha,|2. Arvind Thousand One |one lakh only)| lakh ten
Also at House of Ashok|Sale Deed No.6282 dt. 05.07.1997 in the name|Kumar Jha S/o | Hundred Forty thousand
Narayan Sharan, H.No.-|of Smt. Draupadi Devi (As per judgement dated|Late Raja Ram| Two Only) as only)
96, Road No.-11E, New|27.06.2015 passed by the Ld. Subordinate|Jha on 10.07.2019
PP Colony, Patna. Judge 1st, Begusarai, in the Title Suit No.2 with further
2. Shri Dilip Chaudhary|of 2015 Sri Dilip Choudhary is the exclusive interest, costs,
(Partner)  S/o  Late|owner of the land), Bounded and butted as other charges
Ramakant Chaudhary,|under: North-Nij, South-Mokir Allaih (Draupadi and expenses
Flat No.-203, 2nd Floor|Devi), East-Anamika Chaudhary, West-Arvind thereon, less
Pranjal Apartment, |[Kumar Jha. recovery if any.

Boring Road, Patna. ii) All that piece and parcel of landed property having Khata no.212, Khesra No.1302, Touzi No.765, Thana
3. Shri Arvind Kumarino 342, Ward No.15 at Village-Mirzapur, Banduwaar, Pargana-Baliya Sub Registry and Dist-Begusarai,
@ Arvind Kumar Jhalares 01 Katha, Sale Deed No.6283 dt. 28.07.1997 in the name of Smt. Draupadi Devi (As per judgement
S/o Late Raja Ram|ateq 27.06.2015 passed by the Ld. Subordinate Judge 1st, Begusarai, in the Title Suit No.2 of 2015 Sri Dilip

Jha, R/o .P.O—Sanjat, Choudhary is the exclusive owner of the land), Bounded and butted as under: North-Nij, South-Anamika
Pargana-Naipur, ~ P.S- Chaudhary, East-Anamika Chaudhary, West-Arvind Kumar Jha.
Bhagwanpur, Distt.-jii) All that piece and parcel of landed property having Khata no.366, Khesra No.1295, Touzi No.766, Thana

Begusarai-851133 [No.342, Ward No.16 at Village-Mirzapur, Banduwaar, Pargana-Baliya Sub Registry and Dist-Begusarai,
4. Smt. Draupadi Devilarea-05 Katha, Sale Deed No.12309 dt. 12.12.2000 in the name of Smt. Draupadi Devi (As per judgement
W/o_Shri Arvind Kumar,|qated 27.06.2015 passed by the Ld. Subordinate Judge 1st, Begusarai, in the Title Suit No.2 of 2015 Sri Dilip
R/o P.O-Sanjat, Pargana- Choudhary is the exclusive owner of the land), Bounded and butted as under: North-Sanichar Das & Merakhi
Naipur, P.S-Bhagwanpur, (a5 South-Natho Mahato, East-Anamika Kumari & Amita Kumari, West-Nij.

Distt.-Begusarai- 851133. |jy) Al that piece and parcel of landed property having Khata no.212, Khesra No.1302, Touzi No.765, Thana
5. Smt. Divya Chaudhary|no 342, Ward No.15 at Village-Mirzapur, Banduwaar, Pargana-Baliya Sub Registry and Dist-Begusarai, Area-02
W/O Shri Dilip|Katha, Sale Deed No.6274 dt. 05.07.1997 in the name of Arvind Kumar Jha (As per judgement dated 27.06.2015
Chaudhary, Flat No.- passed by the Ld. Subordinate Judge 1st, Begusarai, in the Title Suit No.2 of 2015 Sri Dilip Choudhary is the
203, 2nd Floor, Pranjallgyciusive owner of the land), Bounded and butted as under: North-Nij, South-Mokir Allaih (Arvind Kumar Jha),
Apartment, Boring Road, | East-Draupadi Devi, West-Merakhi Das.

Patna.l v) All that piece and parcel of landed property having Khata no.212, Khesra No.1302, Touzi No.765, Thana
6. Shri Satya Prakash|no 342, Ward No.15 at Village-Mirzapur, Banduwaar, Pargana-Baliya Sub Registry and Dist-Begusarai, Area-02
Narayan — S/O  Shrilcatha, Sale Deed No.6279 dt. 04.07.1997 in the name of Arvind Kumar Jha (As per judgement dated 27.06.2015

Prabhu - Narayan, Flat|yassed by the Ld. Subordinate Judge 1st, Begusarai, in the Title Suit No.2 of 2015 Sri Dilip Choudhary is
No.-102, Maa Shardafihe exclusive owner of the land), Bounded and butted as under: North-Nij, South-Anamika Chaudhary, East-
Kunj, Patliputra Colony, (praupadi Devi, West-Merakhi Das.

Patna- 800013. vi) All that piece and parcel of landed property having Khata no.212, Khesra No.1302, Touzi No.765, Thana
No0.342, Ward No.15 at Village-Mirzapur, Banduwaar, Pargana-Baliya Sub Registry and Dist-Begusarai, Area-01
Katha, Sale Deed N0.6281 dt. 28.07.1997 in the name of Arvind Kumar Jha (As per judgement dated 27.06.2015
passed by the Ld. Subordinate Judge 1st, Begusarai, in the Title Suit No.2 of 2015 Sri Dilip Choudhary is
the exclusive owner of the land), Bounded and butted as under: North-Nij, South-Anamika Chaudhary, East-
Draupadi Devi, West-Merakhi Das.

vii) All that piece and parcel of landed property having Khata no.212, Khesra No.1302, Touzi No.765, Thana
No.342, Ward No.15 at Village-Mirzapur, Banduwaar, Pargana-Baliya Sub Registry and Dist-Begusarai,
Area-02 Katha, Sale Deed No0.6276 dt. 04.07.1997 in the name of Smt. Draupadi Devi (As per judgement
dated 27.06.2015 passed by the Ld. Subordinate Judge 1st, Begusarai, in the Title Suit No.2 of 2015 Sri Dilip
Choudhary is the exclusive owner of the land), Bounded and butted as under: North-Nij, South-Anamika
Chaudhary, East-Anamika Chaudhary, West-Arvind Kumar Jha.

Property ID: IDIB1868

Detail of encumbrance, Outstanding Dues of Local Govt, Electricity, Property tax, Municipal Tax, etc. if any known to the Bank: Not Known

Detail of encumbrance, Outstanding Dues of Local Govt, Electricity, Property tax, Municipal Tax, etc. if any known to the Bank: Not Known

Last Date & time for Registration and Submission of EMD amount: 06.12.2022 through https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi
Till 5.00 PM.

Last Date & time for Registration and Submission of EMD amount: 06.12.2022 through https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi
Till 5.00 PM.

Date & Time of e-auction: 08.12.2022 from 11.00 AM to 3.00 PM at the platform of http://www.mstcecommerce.com with unlimited extension.
Bid incremental amount is Rs.10,000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand Only).

Date & Time of e-auction: 08.12.2022 from 11.00 AM to 3.00 PM at the platform of http://www.mstcecommerce.com with unlimited extension.
Bid incremental amount is Rs.10,000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand Only).

For further details and Terms & Conditions, Contact: Shri M.P. Singh (Chief Manager) Mob.: 8017007632

For further details and Terms & Conditions, Contact: Shri M.P. Singh (Chief Manager) Mob.: 8017007632

For downloading further details and Terms & Conditions, Please Visit: (i) https://www.mstcecommerce.com (ii) https://www.ibapi.in

For downloading further details and Terms & Conditions, Please Visit: (i) https://www.mstcecommerce.com (ii) https://www.ibapi.in

*Applicable tax to be borne by the bidder.

Bidders are advised to visit the website (www.mstcecommerce.com) of our e-auction service provider MSTC Ltd to participate in online
bid. For Technical Assistance please call MSTC HELPDESK No0.033-22901004 and other help line numbers available in service providers
help desk. For Registration status with MSTC Ltd, please contact ibapiop@mstcecommerce.com and for EMD status please contact
ibapifin@mstcecommerce.com. For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms and conditions please visit: https://ibapi.
in and for clarifications related to this portal, please contact help line number '18001025026' and '011-41106131".

Bidders are advised to use Property ID Number mentioned above while searching for the property in the website with https://ibapi.in
and www.mstcecommerce.com.

*Applicable tax to be borne by the bidder.

Bidders are advised to visit the website (www.mstcecommerce.com) of our e-auction service provider MSTC Ltd to participate in online
bid. For Technical Assistance please call MSTC HELPDESK No0.033-22901004 and other help line numbers available in service providers
help desk. For Registration status with MSTC Ltd, please contact ibapiop@mstcecommerce.com and for EMD status please contact
ibapifin@mstcecommerce.com. For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms and conditions please visit: https://ibapi.
in and for clarifications related to this portal, please contact help line number '18001025026' and '011-41106131".

Bidders are advised to use Property ID Number mentioned above while searching for the property in the website with https://ibapi.in
and www.mstcecommerce.com.

Date :16.11.2022
Place : Patna

Authorised Officer
Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank)

Date :16.11.2022 Authorised Officer

Place : Patna Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank)

New Delhi
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Aftab Poonawala after his arrest on November 14. P11

SPIDER-BITE piercing on the

lip, short hair with side

bangs, T-shirts with hoodies,

and her “favourite” — the

goofy, charming ‘Joey
Tribbiani’ of the popular sitcom Friends, the
best friend anyone could ask for. And dreams
— lots of them — of setting off on long treks,
finding love, moving abroad someday. That
was Shraddha, the girl from Virar,a Mumbai
suburbs, trying to find her feet as the ground
beneath her rocked unsteadily at the best of
times. And then, one day, Shraddha stopped
trying. Messages from her friends went
unanswered.

Until, last week, six months since she
went missing, the Delhi Police arrested her
boyfriend, 28-year-old Aaftab Poonawala,
who allegedly confessed to killing Shraddha
at their rented flat in Delhi’s Chattarpur
Pahadi area on May 18, chopping her body
into several pieces and dumping theminan
alleged attempt to erase all evidence.

A week into the investigation, save for
Aaftab’s claims, police are yet to find any
concrete evidence linking him to the mur-
der, with questions swirling over some of
macabre details that have emerged so far.
Police have formed multiple teams to visit
Gurgaon, Mumbai, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand in connection with the inves-
tigation.

The “tomboy” who fell in love
“I was in Class 6 when I first met
Shraddha. Both our fami-

and completed his graduation.

His friends say that around this time, he
developed a flair for cooking, having taken
to watching food shows.

Unlike Shraddha, though, Poonawala was
very expressive on social media, where he
posted selfies and photographs with his
mother, brother and friends. A Facebook post
from 2017 has Aaftab endorsing a campaign
to stop the cutting of trees in Aarey Colony,
along with posts supporting the LGBT move-
ment and an appeal to not burst crackers.

But the ones to have caught the attention
of many now are, ironically, those on
women’s empowerment —among others, a
post from 2014 that says “women are not
born with labels #StopDiscrimination”.

“Engaging, intelligent, and pleasant,” says
Shraddha’s friend from junior college, talk-
ing about his firstimpression of Aaftab when
Shraddha introduced him in 2019. “In that
first meeting, [ liked the guy so much. He
seemed kind and composed. It never oc-
curred to me that he could be dangerous,”
says the friend.

As Shraddha and Aaftab began dating,
they were to discover more things in com-
mon: both of them often spoke about “mak-
ing it big” and living on their own terms, a
way to escape the disconnect they felt with
their families.

Shraddha’s childhood friend says that
with Aaftab by her side, she was now no
longer the “tomboy” that she was all through
her school and college days. “She started

wearing make-up, wore

lies had moved into this As the two began western clothes and was
building in \_/asai around dating, they were to more aware of how she
the same time and we . | R looked and what she wore.
soon became best friends. ~ discover thlngs m She also grew her hair. I

We were part of a small
circle of friends but we had
fun together. She was the

common: they spoke
of “making it big” and

once helped her with her
make-up after she said she
was considering that as a

tomboy of our group —al- living on their own career option,” the friend

ways in T-shirts, hoodies said.

and pants; neverworeany ~ t€Ims, a way to escape In 2019, Shraddha told

make-up. She was the the disconnect they her mother Suman that

same all through her . . she wanted to leave home
felt with their

school and junior college
days,” says a friend of
Shraddha’s who kept in

families... With
Aaftab, Shraddha was

and live with Aaftab. In his
complaint to the Mumbai
Police, filed on October 6

touch with her all along. this year, her father said,

After schooland junior 1nQO longer the “My daughter told my wife
college from New English  « » in 2019 that she wants to
School in Vasai, Shraddha tomboy that she was be in a live-in relationship
pursued a Bachelor'sde-  all through school with Aaftab Poonawala...
gree in Mass Media (BMM) my wife and I told her not
from Viva college in Virar, and college to, because [ am Hindu

over 15 km away.

Conversations that The Sunday Express
had with Shraddha’s friends from school and
college, all of whom spoke on strict condi-
tion of anonymity, paint the picture of a girl
drawn to global culture and music, someone
who followed the Billboard charts as keenly
as she did a Lebanon radio station. She also
loved watching reruns of the popular 90s’
sitcom, Friends, with Joey Tribiani, played by
Matt LeBlanc, her favourite character.

“She had a lot of expectations from life.
She wanted to do a lot of things. She had
plans to save money and settle down abroad
with Aaftab. She told me she wants to be ei-
ther in Canada or Dubai,” says one of
Shraddha’s friends from junior college.

The friends say her dreams were possi-
bly her way out of some of the unpleasant-
ness at home. Growing up, Shraddha and her
younger brother Jay were witness to frequent
fights at home between their parents.
Eventually, in 2016, her father, who had a
sales job, started living separately with his
mother in the same locality, while Shraddha
and her brother stayed on with their mother.

The father and daughter drifted apart,
with his few visits home taken up by discus-
sions with her mother Suman over the own-
ership of the house.

It was around this time that she met
Aaftab on dating app Bumble. He, inciden-
tally, was from the same Vasai suburb as she
was. He appeared, her friends said, to be the
emotional anchor she needed — someone
who liked cooking, photography, tattoos and
was an animal lover. Most importantly for
Shraddha, like her, Aaftab loved travelling
and long treks, something that is said to have
brought the two closer.

Aaftab, who did his schooling from St.
Francis High School in Vasai and had enrolled
for aBachelor’sin Management Studies from
awell-known college in Santacruz, however,
dropped out, saying he wanted to get into
“business”. A year later, he resumed studies

and... that boy is Muslim.
We don’t do inter-religion/inter-caste mar-
riage.”

But Shraddha had made up her mind. As
matters heated up, Shraddha stormed out of
her house, saying, “lam 25 years old now and
[ have every right to make my own deci-
sions.”

Aaftab’s parents, too, tried to dissuade
him from an inter-faith relationship, but he
was adamant. In 2019, the couple moved
into a flat in Kinni Complex in Naigaon East,
and later moved to Regal Cooperative
Housing Society in Vasai's Evershine City,
where they lived for 11 months from
October 2020 to September 2021. It now
emerges that they described themselves as
a married couple while taking the Vasai
house onrent.

Arelationship sours

The fights began soon after, with verbal
exchanges ending in physical assaults.
Initially, it was all very confusing, says the
friend from junior college.

“Shraddha used to tell me that Aaftab
would cook for her, even feed her with his
own hands. She also told me how the same
man would thrash her brutally at other
times,” he says.

Shraddha’s father says she informed her
mother Suman of Aaftab’s violent ways, but
insisted that she would give him another
chance. In January 2020, Suman died of a
heart ailment.

In Aaftab’s statement to the Mumbai
Police — who called him twice for question-
ing following the complaint filed by
Shraddha’s father — he said that it was after
the death of her mother that Shraddha be-
gan fighting with him.

As the fights turned ugly, Shraddha
moved between the flat she shared with
Aaftab and her family’s flat in Vasai. Her
younger brother had by then moved in with
their father. The relationship between the

SHRADDHA
& AAFTAB

She was 27, loved music and long treks and was waiting to
strike it out on her own. He was 28, a one-time chef,
photographer and blogger. The story of young lives, rebellious
love, abuse and a murder most foul
By JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU & SHIVANI UNNIKRISHNAN

RELIABILITY OF AAFTAB'S
STATEMENTS

In a status note on the murder case,
the Delhi Police said “each uttering of
the accused, Aaftab Poonawala, is
being assessed upon the crucible of
admissible evidentiary value”. Police
also said it would be premature to
provide any single theory which can
stand the test of judicial scrutiny. A
Delhi court has ordered a forensic lab
in Delhi to conduct a narco-analysis
test on Aaftab.

CHALLENGES IN THE PROBE

GETTING FORENSIC LINKS
TOESTABLISH MURDER

While police have inspected the
crime scene in Delhi and seized
bones and blood samples, which
they believe could be of the victim,
this can only be established after a
forensic examination. Experts had
told The Indian Express that the
process of DNA sampling is
challenging as the samples are old
and the analysis would take at least
two weeks.

TRACING THE JOURNEY
OF THE RELATIONSHIP

While a number of the couple’s
friends have deposed on their
interactions with the couple, police
are still joining the dots. Multiple
teams have fanned out across
Gurgaon, Mumbai, Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand in
connection with the investigation
Officers said they would will look for
evidence they haven’t been able to
recover from Delhi.

daughter and father strained further over the
ownership of their house, the friend said.
With no family to turn to, Aaftab was the only
emotional anchor that Shraddha had.
“After her mother’s death, Aaftab was by
her side. But they also fought — and then, he
would beat her like an animal. Despite all

that, Shraddha still wanted to marry him and
start a family, but he kept putting it off,” said
her friend from junior college.

He says the fights and bitterness soon
took a toll on Shraddha. “Though she had
confidence issues all along, they got worse.
She would always be insecure and believe

that people were talking about her and pass-
ing judgments. Aaftab fuelled that sense of
insecurity, telling her nobody cared for her
— neither family, nor friends,” says the friend,
adding that she eventually stopped messag-
ing him.

This friend says he was “shocked” when
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Kinni Complex in Mumbai’s Naigaon
East, where the couple first moved
into. Jayprakash S Naidu

It didn’t help their
relationship that their
finances were strained as
both of them failed to keep
their jobs, and neither of
them had a family to fall back
on. Shraddha quit as team
leader of a BPO firm in
September 2021 — after
short stints at a sports store
and a call centre — while
Aftab never managed to hold
down his job

Shraddha called him later that yearin 2020
and told him about Aaftab’s abusive behav-
iour. In June-July last year, she reached out
to him again after being beaten up by
Aaftab. “My friend and I went to their flat
and confronted Aaftab and threatened to
file a case against him. Shraddha stayed for
two days at the house of a common friend,
but then, she again went back to him. I do
not know what influence he had on her but
one thing was clear: she loved him and was
emotionally dependent on him,” said the
friend.

Itdidn’t help their relationship that their
finances were strained as both of them failed
to keep their jobs, and neither of them had a
family to fall back on. Shraddha quit as team
leader ofa BPO firm in September 2021 — af-
ter short stints at a sports retail store and a
call centre — while Aftab never held down
his job. After dropping out of undergraduate
programme in Management Studies from a
well-known college in Santacruz, he had
tried his hand at business, before working in
acall centre and as a chef. By the time he met
Shraddha, he had turned into a food vlogger
and taken to posting pictures on his
Instagram page.

On Instagram and other social media, on
which he used the handle “HungryChokro
Escapades”, Aaftab had introduced himself
and his younger brother as “photographers
and culinary professionals”.

In March this year, the couple decided to
goona trekking trip to Himachal Pradesh be-
fore eventually relocating to Delhi. This, their
friends said, was an attempt to rekindle their
relationship.

Her friend said Shraddha was banking on
the small amount that she had saved up and
hoped it would last them at least two months
— “they were hoping they would come back
from the trekking trip and look for jobs in
Delhi. She had called me up in April to dis-
cuss job interviews”, said the friend.

While in Himachal Pradesh with Aaftab,
Shraddha told at least two of her friends that
Aaftab had not changed his ways and that
they have almost broken up. She was killed
on May 18 — two days after the anniversary
of their relationship and three days after they
moved into a rented flat in Delhi.

In September this year, alerted by one of
her friends about his messages to Shraddha
having gone unanswered, her father lodged
a complaint at the Manikpur police station
in Vasai.

Later that month, Aaftab was called in for
questioning by the Mumbai Police.
Incidentally, it’s around this time that he
went home to Vasai and helped his parents
move to a house in the Mira Road area of
Mumbai.

Aneighbour said, “Around 20 days before
Aaftab’s name appeared in the case, the fam-
ily shifted somewhere. His parents told us
that their younger son had got a job in
Mumbai and that they were moving out of
the suburbs to some place near Mumbai.”

At the Vasai housing society, where the
Poonawalas own a flat and where Aaftab
grew up, residents expressed shock at the
gruesome details that have been emerging
of the murder.

Aaftab grew up here, the elder of the two
children of the Poonawalas, who own a
footwear business.

Building secretary Abdul Khan says
Aaftab’s family mostly kept to themselves
but visited the Jamatkhana, the community
space. A volunteer at the Jamatkhana said
that while Aaftab’s father visited often, he
never saw Aaftab around.
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Gujarat is a Model of how
(not) to treat women, starting
with the girl child. The sex
ratio (female to male) is 919
as against the All India
average of 943... The Gujarat
Model does not burden youth
with work. The
unemployment rate among
youth aged 20-24 years is
1249 per cent... Gujaratis a
Model of (not) caring for
children, their nutrition and
their health. Among children,
39 per cent are stunted and
39.7 per cent are underweight

Gujarat; A model not to follow

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi has
visited Gujarat several times since
October and he is expected to pay more
visits in November before the state goes
to elections on December 1 and 5. He
has held programmes in practically
every one of the 33 districts of Gujarat.
As long as the Election Commission was
indulgent, the PM was on an ‘inaugural’
spree. These were billed as ‘official’
events, but there was nothing ‘official’
about the contents of the PM’s speeches.
In all his speeches (in Gujarat, elsewhere
in India and even abroad) there is one
recurring theme: the history of modern,
resurgent India began in 2014. By the
same reasoning, the history of modern,
resurgent Gujarat began in 2001. If there
is something jarring in those statements
(Gujarat, even before India?), I leave it to
you to crack the puzzle.

According to the PM, Gujarat is the
model for India. He is one step away from
claiming that India is the model for the
world. The people of Gujarat will vote on
the PM’s claim in early December.
Unfortunately, the people of the world
will not have an opportunity to vote on
the other claim. I suppose it is their mis-
fortune.

NOT TO BE ENVIED

Let’ s examine the Gujarat Model. [
noticed some unique features:

M The BJP government has been in
power but, since 2016, there have been

three chief ministers. Among the three,
the longest serving was Mr Vijay Rupani
—from 2016 t0 2021 — but he left suchan
indelible mark that he was unceremoni-
ously removed from office along with his
entire Council of Ministers. ‘Revolving
door chief ministers’ is the preferred
model for modern, resurgent Gujarat
(precedents: Karnataka, Uttarakhand).

* Another feature of the Gujarat
model is the ‘double engine’ govern-
ment. Youmay think the double engines
are ‘PM & CM'. You are wrong. The dou-
ble engines are ‘PM & HM'. Nothing
moves in Gujarat unless the double en-
gines are fired. When the rest of India fol-
lows the Gujarat model, we can get rid of
state governments, and get rid of the
states as well, and create ‘One India, One
Government'.

PRIDE IN DECLINE

M A notable feature of the Gujarat
model is declining growth rates, but as-
cending Gujarati pride. The state GDP's
growthrates in four years have been the
following:

2017-18: 10.7 per cent, 2018-19: 8.9,
2019-20: Z3and 2020-21: -1.9. You may
ask if the All India GDP’s growth rates
were on the decline since 2017-18. The
answer is ‘of course, yes'. It is because
India emulated the Gujarat model. If
post-pandemic, there was a bounce in
Gujarat’s GSDP of 2021-22, there was a
bounce in the All India GDP too. What

Gujarat did yesterday, India will do to-
MOITOW.

B Another feature that India will
adopt is the principle of ‘No apology, no
resignation’. The Morbi bridge’s collapse
killed 135 people including 53 children.
The scale of the tragedy did not call for
the PM to address the media and take
questions. The High Court pointed out
that there was a one and one-quarter
page agreement; no Expression of
Interest; no tender; no pre-qualifications;
no competitive bids; no conditions; no
fitness certificate after the bridge got a
fresh coat of paint (so-called repair); and
yet the bridge was opened to the public.
As a principle, Gujarat believes in ‘no
apologies and no resignations’. In the fu-
ture, India too will follow this principled
principle of no accountability.

M Like a pride of lions (preferably
from the Gir forest), there is pride in
numbers. The numbers enhance Gujarati
asmita (pride). For example, look at this
table of promised investment and actual
investment in Gujarat:

Year Promised Actual Investment

Investment | (InRscrore)
2003 | 66,068 30,746
2005 | 1,06,160 37,939
2007 | 4,65,309 1,07,897
2009 | 12,39,562 | 1,04,590
2011 | 20,83,047 | 29,813

India’s asmita too will be enhanced
as the gap widens between promise and

reality.

WOMEN, YOUTH AND
CHILDREN

M Gujarat is a Model of how (not) to
treat women, starting with the girl child.
The sex ratio (female to male) is 919 as
against the All India average of 943. While
the Labour Participation Rate (LPF)is 41.0
per cent, the LPF for females is 23.4 per
cent. Where are the missing girl children?
And if they survive, 76 per cent do not
work outside their homes.

B The Gujarat Model does not burden
youth with work. The unemployment rate
among youth aged 20-24 years is 12.49
per cent. They are well-rested before the
elections.

B Gujaratis aModel of (not) caring for
children, their nutrition and their health.
Among children, 39 per cent are stunted
and 39.7 per cent are underweight.
Wasted childrenamount to 25.1 per cent.
Inthese indicators, Gujarat ranks between
26 and 29 among the 30 states of India.

B The Gujarat Model faithfully fol-
lowed the RSS’ dictum that ‘all Indians liv-
ing in this country are Hindus’.
Consequently, Muslims constituting 9.67
per cent of the state’s population are
Hindus. Therefore, under the Gujarat
Model, the BJP has not fielded a Muslim
candidate (in 182 seats) in the quinquen-
nial Assembly elections since 1995.

The Gujarat Model must be exported
toother states and other countries as well.
A vote for the Gujarat Model will ensure
those goals are achieved. Amen.

inside
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STUDY IN CONTRAST

THE CONGRESS in Himachal Pradesh s dis-
appointed with the Gandhi family for tak-
inglittle interestin the recently concluded
Assembly election. Both Rahul Gandhi and
Sonia Gandhi did not visit the state and
though Priyanka Vadra remained in
Himachal throughout, her efforts were
minimal. Since she made clear that she
could not tour all the Assembly constituen-
cies, the local leadership drew up a list of
42 swingseatsin which a close contest was
expected. Priyanka, however, agreed to
hold rallies in only a dozen districts and fi-
nally even this programme was pared
down to meetings in the four Lok Sabha
constituencies. In contrast, the BJP left no
stone unturned. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi personally telephoned rebel candi-
dates urging them to withdraw from the
fray and he addressed several rallies. Amit
Shah visited a large number of Assembly
constituencies and BJP president ] PNadda,
who is from Himachal, campaigned even
atthe village level. Congresspersons grum-
ble that what should have been a victory
for the Congress has instead turned out to
be a photo finish. An MLA complained that
inthe BJP, the leaders carry the party while
inthe Congress, itis the other way round -
the party carries the leaders.

SECURING PRIVACY

There are some 40 Z-category pro-
tectees in the Home Ministry’s security list
which entitles them to round-the-clock
surveillance by 55 personnel, including
four to six commandos and guards drawn
from central security services and the lo-
cal police. In the case of the Z+ security cat-
egory, the Yellow Book detail includes 150
security personnel. As long as the pro-
tectees lived in government accommoda-
tion, such elaborate protection measures
could be easily enforced, but it is less feasi-
ble in private residences. With the govern-
ment turfing out from their government
bungalows those considered inimical to
Prime Minister Modi, the neighbours of the
protectees in private residential areas are
feeling the pinch. For instance, Priyanka
Vadra resides behind Sujjan Singh Park in
Lutyens Delhi and the entrance to her lane
has a barrier with security men hovering
around, so many assume the road is closed.
For BJP leader Subramaniam Swamy’s pro-
tection in his East Nizamuddin residence
inDelhi,alarge sentry box has been erected
on the pavement and the neighbours are
taken aback by the presence of gun-toting

cops with walkie-talkies moving around.

DIFFERENT VOICES

The feisty Gujarat Samachar media
group commands considerable influence
in Gujarat and despite often taking an
anti-establishment position has managed
to maintain its unquestioned number one
position in the state. However, after the
recent split in the Shah family, with
brother Bahubali Shah in charge of the
newspaper and his older sibling Shreyans
Shah controlling the TV channel, the
group does not always speak in the same
voice. For instance, while the newspaper
claims that Amit Shahis the unquestioned
boss in all matters concerning ticket dis-
tribution in the Gujarat BJP, the television
channel has taken a contrary line stating
that C R Paatil, the Gujarat BJP chief and
close aide of Prime Minister Modji, has
overruled Shah in the selection of several
choices in Saurashtra and north Gujarat.

DUMPING
RESPONSIBILITY

Cricketingicon Sunil Gavaskarwas gifted
2,000 square metres of land in Mumbai’s
Bandra West three decades ago to open a
cricketingacademy withindoor sporting fa-
cilities in his name. But when nothing mate-
rialised even after 30 years, there were some
critical comments and this May, Gavaskar
decided to return the unused land to the
Maharashtra Housing Area Development
Authority. Unfortunately, the vacantland has
now turned into a garbage dump which is
located right next to the trendy new Bombay
ArtSociety building, Visitors to the recent ce-
ramicartexhibition by innovative artist Ravi
Trivedi were taken aback by the stench.
MHADA's explanation for not clearingup the
mounting garbage heap is that it lacks the
equipmentand theinfrastructure. The city’s
municipal corporation, which does have the
cranes and trucks to clean up the plot, feels
theland does not come underitsjurisdiction.

CONSPICUOUS SILENCE

Ajit Pawar, Sharad Pawar’s nephew and
leader of the Opposition in the Maharashtra
Assembly,appears to be distancing himself
from the Maha Vikas Aghadi alliance. When
journalistand Sena MP, Sanjay Raut, was re-
leased recently from jail on bail, the MVA'’s
top brass, from Sharad Pawar toUddhav and
Aaditya Thackeray, were quick to felicitate
him. Even Congress leaders from Delhi,
Priyanka Vadra and Digvijay Singh, tweeted
their congratulations. Ajit Pawar was, how-
ever, conspicuous by his silence. Similarly,
whenRahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatraen-
tered Maharashtra, it was not just state
Congresspersons but even Ajit’s cousin
Supriya Sule from the NCP and Aaditya
Thackeray from the Sena who demon-
strated their solidarity. Ajit stayed away.
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Life, legend of tribal

icon Birsa Munda

“BIR BIRSA ne baagh mara(The brave Birsa
killed a tiger)”. This passing reference is
all I could recollect on tribal icon Birsa
Munda during my early years of educa-
tion. That was because while mainstream
historians recognised the contribution of
leaders such as Chandragupta Maurya
right up to socialist politician Jayaprakash
Narayan, very few acknowledged the role
Birsa Munda played in India’s tribal rights
movement and freedom struggle.

It wasn’t until ] CJha, professor of his-
tory at Patna University, published his
seminal work on the ‘Kol revolt’ — the
mutiny of the tribal people against eco-
nomic exploitationin 1831-1832 -in the
60s and his student, Kumar Suresh
Singh, took his work forward that Birsa
Munda began to be recognised as an im-
portant historical figure. Singh went on
to become an IAS officer and served in
Khunti, the epicentre of the Birsa Munda
rebellion.

It was his book, originally titled The
Dust Storm and the Hanging Mist and
later published by Oxford University
Press as Birsa Munda and his Movement
1874-1901, that offered the first main-
stream account of the life and times of
Birsa Munda — from his transforma-
tion from a Christian convert to a
healer and prophet and finally, a rebel
who is credited with coining the war
cry “Ulgulan (Revolt)”.

Bornin the late 19th Century, around
1874, in a poor, peasant family, Munda
grew up at his aunt’s home in Chlakad,
away from his father’s birthplace in
Khunti. There are stories of the crippling
poverty that surrounded him and of days
spent without food.

Munda converted to Christianity in
1886 and a ceremony was performed on
this occasion. At the root of such conver-
sions lay the community’s struggle for
survival: the promise that their land,
which they had been deprived of due to
the rise of the feudal system and the re-
sultant economic exploitation, would be
returned to them.

Though Munda trusted the mission-
aries, he fell out with them and quit his
missionary school. This was to be the
turning point of his life, resulting in him
coining the catchphrase: “Saheb Saheb ek
topi (The British and missionaries wear
the same hat).” It laid the seeds of anti-
missionary and anti-British ideas in his
mind.

Birsa was deeply influenced by tribal
chieftains — also known as Sardars — and
by their silent resistance between 1858

Born in the late 19th Century, Munda
was a Christian convert and healer
before he turned arebel

and 1896 to British repression. Their pe-
titions and complaints to the police and
collector, and even to the court, against
their economic exploitation and de-
manding restoration of land rights fell on
deaf years. According to Ranchi
Gazetteers, the tribal communities paid
Rs 1lakh over a decade as fees to lawyers,
clerks and court staff. Such was the ex-
ploitation. The tribal socio-economic
system was disintegrating, yet the resist-
ance remained peaceful until 1886.
Between 1894 and 1896, Birsa turned
spiritual and was known as “Birsa, the
roghar (healer of diseases)” and with that
grew tales of his miraculous powers. He
also briefly propagated his own religion,
Birsait, which was said to be influenced
by both Christianity and Vaishnavism.
Birsa also painted himself with turmeric,
throwing a powerful aura around him.

Here we also get a peek into the mind of

a master strategist: he was willing to set
the narrative and communicate, whether
through social or religious means.

The last decade of the 19th century
was also the culmination of various re-
bellions across the country: Rampa re-
volt on the banks of the Godavari by
Alluri Sitarams Raju, Bhil Revolt in
Rajasthan under Guru Govindgiri, Dhur
rebellion in Chhattisgarh and, simulta-

neously, in Keonjhar Odisha.

The failure of the silent rebellion by
tribal chieftains had a huge impact on
Birsa. Then came the political movement
of 1895, when Birsa used his popularity
to exhort people to not pay rents on their
lands. The tone of Birsa’s preachings also
changed — he said that he would not
heed to the converted, and the outsider.

On August 22, 1895, Birsa was ar-
rested by the British on charges of con-
spiracy to “disturb the peace of the area”.

Supporters in thousands thronged
Khunti, where his trial was being con-
ducted. He was released after two years,
but the rebellion was far from over. Birsa
Munda wanted the land freed from
European missionaries as well as the
British officials and continued the move-
ment to assert their rights of Munda
tribes as being the true owner of the land.

It resulted in several bow-and-arrow
attacks by the Munda tribes on foreigners,
and culminated in arson, when a part of
the Khunti police station was burnt down.

The British retaliated and many of his
supporters died in police firing on Sail
Rakab Hill, where they had taken refuge.
Several people died and Birsa Munda
was arrested in February 1900. A few
months later, he died in prison, possibly

due to cholera.

As the death fuelled the discontent
among the tribals, British officials con-
ceded and prepared a ‘records of rights’
The
Chotanagpur Tenancy Act of 1908, which
has bearings in Jharkhand even today,
put in place restrictions of the sale or

of the tribal land owners.

transfer of tribal lands.

Despite this rich history, barring a few
instances where Birsa Munda was re-
membered, it was not until 1982 — when
Munda’s statue was erected in Rourkela,
Qdisha, 130 kilometres away from Khunti,
by daily-wage workers who faced police
brutalities — that Birsa Munda was thrust

into public consciousness.

As word spread, a photograph of
Munda was unveiled in Parliament in
1989, and a statue came up in 1998. Since
last year, the Central government has
been marking Birsa Munda'’s birth an-
niversary on November 15 as ‘Adivasi
Gaurav Diwas (Tribal Pride Day)’. On
November 15, India’s first tribal
President, Droupadi Murmu, paid her re-
spects at Ulihatu, considered the birth-

place of Birsa Munda.

The writer is a serving IAS officer and
author of Lords of the Global Village, a

book on the lives of Jharkhand’s Asur tribe

deepika.singh
@expressindia.com

ASTHE world was grappling with the after-
math of9/11,abumbling, diffident, govern-
ment worker in her late 20s came up with
her own way of dealing with the madness
around: Cookingevery single dishout of the
500-plusrecipes in Julia Child’s iconic book
— Mastering the Art of French Cooking —
while documenting her journey in a blog.
Her writings, as witty and funny as they
were naked and messy, found a captive au-
dience. A book deal followed and soon, the
story made its way to the big screen as Julie
and Julia, with Amy Adams playing the am-
ateur cook and Meryl Streep her idol. Late

For the love of cooking, and Julie Powell

last month, Julie Powell, the writer who in-
spired the moving picture, died of a cardiac
arrest, 18 years after Child in 2004.

Barely in my teens when the blog made
news, I discovered Powell much later, some-
timein 2014.1heard about the film, decided
to read the book and was hooked. It was as
hilarious as it was insightful. But most im-
portantly, it was raw, it was honest, it was
no-holds-barred. “Who is this woman? Is
she even for real?” | thought. As a twenty-
something working woman who cooked for
herself, | had found my heroine.

As someone who had to cook everyday
while holding down a full-time job, but mi-
nus a supportive and indulgent husband, I
found comfortin Julie. She was so much like
me: Perennially broke, late and disorgan-

ised; had PCOD and a predilection for ribald
humour (Who thinks bone marrow tastes
like really good sex? Julie Powell, it seems);
was impulsive, only a whisker away froma
full-blown mental breakdown; and brazenly
open about her life. [ was always all those
things but Julie convinced me that it was
okay to be all those things.

She taught me it was okay to not be nor-
mal, that it was okay to not have it all to-
gether. Thatitwas okay tonot know thereis
a“drip panunder the fridge” thatneedstobe
regularly emptied out, that sometimes you
have to choose between a “slice of truffle”
and rent, that “in the physical act of cook-
ing... dwelled unsuspected reservoirs of
arousal - both gastronomicand sexual”. She
described food in a way that no one could

and helped me find words for the immeas-
urable joy I felt when cooking.

She was clumsy and unapologeticabout
it. And in being so, she convinced me that [
could be unapologetically clumsy too. She
taught me that it didn’t matter where and
how you cooked, what mattered was the
end product. And evenifyou screw up there,
it was still okay. You could swear and curse
and punch the air, and start over.

The circumstances of my life have un-
dergone aseachange sincewhenfirstread
Julie Powell: I can afford a cook now, for ex-
ample. Plus my now-retired mother is here
for most part of the year and is forever eager
to rustle up a meal at any hour. I still love
cooking, butIalsolove vegetatingon my bed
watching Instagram reels and memorising

memes. I barely have the motivation, or the

need, to enter the kitchen these days.

But the other day, the day Julie left this
world, I felt the irrepressible urge to cook. I
decided to go with Chinese, a far cry from
Julie’s elaborate French cooking,. I took my
own sweet time cutting the vegetables, tak-
ingin the sensuality that only a fresh, plump
capsicum can offer, artfully slicing bright or-
ange carrots into wafer-thin ribbons. As the
wok hissed and whooshed, I felt like a mu-
sic conductor in my own little concert. I la-
dled the final product into a pasta bowl and
offered the first bite to my mother. “Good,”
shesaid,and then raised her eyebrow at the
hot mess that had turned the kitchen into.
But before she could say anything, [ went:

“It's okay, mom. Julie would approve.”
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Two kinds
of developed
countries

“TELL ME”, the Prime Minister asked in
Bali last week, “what is the change you
have noticed in India since 2014?” Modi,
Modi, Modi came the response from the
fawning group of non-resident Indians he
was addressing. The Prime Minister
smiled modestly before saying. “No. The
change is not Modi. It is scale and speed.
When we build a statue, we build the
tallest in the world. When we build a
cricket stadium, we build the biggest in
the world. India no longer thinks small.”
His audience responded with raucous
cheers and applause.

There is nothing the Prime Minister
seems to love more than addressing NRIs
in foreign lands. So, wherever he goes, his
team scouts around for suitable, non-dis-
sident, Indians before whom he can make
aspeech. As someone who wasin that vast
audience in Madison Square Garden in
2014 when he made his first speech as
India’s prime minister on foreign soil, I be-
lieve he likes NRIs better than resident
Indians because they remain as devoted
to him today as they were then. For them
the Modi magic has not faded even if the
promise of real ‘parivartan’ has not fully
materialized.

Itis true that highways are being built
faster than before. True that more Indians
have bank accounts. True that sanitation
inrural Indiais hugely improved. True that
we now have the tallest statue in the world
and the largest cricket stadium and that it
is named after Narendra Modi. A unique
privilege for a living leader. But is India
truly closer to becoming a developed
country? Are most of India’s people truly
better off than they were in 2014? Sadly,
asany resident Indian knows well, not that
much has changed. And the fact that rich
Indians continue to flee in droves to bet-
ter countries speaks for itself. A global
Wealth Migration Review report estimates
that 23,000 Indian millionaires have fled
since 2014. Over 8,000 dollar millionaires
are likely to flee before this year ends. And
poorer Indians pay small fortunes to hu-
man traffickers to desperately find a de-
veloped country in which to live.

In the summer of 2014, when Modi
first became prime minister, he used to
promise when he addressed NRI gather-
ings that he would build an India from
which nobody needed to flee as an eco-
nomic refugee. This promise remains un-
fulfilled, and one reason is that we have
not seen enough ‘scale and speed’ when it
comes to creating new jobs or building a
system of public education that would
make finding a decent job easier. To this
day, an average Indian child attending an
average government school leaves with-
out being able to read a story book, calcu-
late difficult sums or learn the basic use of
acomputer.

Modi’s ‘new India’ remains a welfare
state in which government largesse serves
mostly to ‘alleviate’ poverty. Not eradicate
it. But there is no question that India has
changed since 2014 in ways that most NRIs
remain blissfully unaware of. In Modi’s
‘new India’ the scale and speed with which
dissidence is crushed is so remarkable that
apolitical journalist said to me ominously
the other day ‘political journalismis dead".
We in the media know this but saying this
outright is a risky business.

The other change that has taken place
withremarkable speed and on remarkable
scaleis therise of an idea of Hindutva that
makes non-Hindus, especially Muslims,
feel that they are lesser Indians. Whenever
these subjects are raised in the shrill, hys-
terical primetime debates that pass for po-
litical journalism these days, BJP spokes-
men speak in one voice. They point out
that if dissidence had been crushed there
would be no primetime TV debates and is
it not true that the Modi government’s
largesse has been distributed without dis-
crimination based on caste or creed.

True.Butitisalsotrue thatif you happen
tobeaMuslimdissidentyou are more likely
toend uprottingina prison cell withoutany
hope of bail. Itis also true that if you happen
tobeaMuslim caughtinariotyouare more
likely to have your home demolished. Are
these signs of India moving towards a bright
and shining future or signs that we are mov-
ing backwards into a time of hatred and vi-
olence? Hatred and violence are usually the
biggest obstacles to a country joining that
privileged developed nations club.

These are not questions that Modi likes
to be asked. And so far, he has chosen not
to speak about these things perhaps be-
cause it is easier to forget that these
changes have occurred since he became
prime minister. Could that be the reason
why the prime minister prefers to talk di-
rectly to Indians when he is in foreign
countries and not when he is in our dear
old Bharat Mata? At home the only time
that he talks directly to ordinary Indians is
when he addresses election rallies orwhen
he tells them what he is thinking through
Mann ki Baat.

This leads to a troubling question.
What kind of ‘developed’ country does
Modi hope India will one day become? Is
he inspired by the model that has been
created in China? Oris he inspired by dem-
ocratic, western countries in which dissi-
dence is applauded and not called trea-
son? The ‘scale and speed’ of certain
changes that have happened inIndia since
2014 are slightly scary.
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19TH WEDDING IN THE HISTORY OF THE ‘WHITE HOUSE.
‘WHITE HOUSE WEDDING FOR BIDEN GRANDCHILD

It’s wedding day at the White House. President Joe Biden s granddaughter Naomi Biden
and her fiance, Peter Neal, were set to be married Saturday in what will become the 19th wed-
ding in the history of the White House.

= [0POFTHE = NEGOTIATIONS MAY EXTEND TILL TODAY

Elizabeth Holmes
with her partner in
California. Reuters

USA
Holmes getsover
1yrsinprisonfor

Theranos fraud

Sanjose: Afederal judge on
Friday sentenced Theranos
founder Elizabeth Holmes
to 11 years and three
months in prison for de-
frauding investors in her
now-defunctblood-testing
startup that was once val-
ued at$9billion. InSanJose,
US District Judge Edward
Davila sentenced Holmes
on three counts of investor
fraud and one count of con-
spiracy after a jury con-
victed her last January fol-
lowing a trial spanning
three months. During the
sentencing hearing,
Holmes cried as she said
she was “devastated” by
herfailuresand would have
done many things differ-
entlyif she had the chance.
“I have felt deep shame for
what people went through
because I failed them,”
Holmes said. REUTERS

MALAYSIA

Muhyiddinleads
inpolls, Anwar
close behind

Kuala Lumpur: A new
coalition led by former
Malaysian PM Muhyiddin
Yassin was leading a hotly
contested general election
on Saturday, with opposi-
tion chief AnwarIbrahima
close second, early results
from the Election
Commission showed. As
Malaysians headed out to
vote in a country that has
seen three prime ministers
in as many years, opinion
polls were forecasting
Anwar's alliance would
take the most seats in par-
liament, but fail to reach
the majority needed to
form a government.
Meanwhile, veteranleader
Mahathir Mohamad suf-
fered his first election de-
featin 53 years. REUTERS

SRILANKA
Keentosolve
Tamil community

issues soon: Ranil

Colombo: Sri Lankan
President Ranil
Wickremesinghe  on
Saturday said heis keento
solve all issues, including
land and housing, pertain-
ing to the Tamil minority
community in the coun-
try’s Northern Province by
next year when the island
nation celebrates its 75th
anniversary of
Independence. Speaking
in Vavuniya, where he
opened up the president
office's northern co-ordi-
nationsub office, the pres-
ident said the move would
helpin expeditiously deal-
ing with the outstanding
issues suchaslands, hous-
ing and agriculture relat-
ing to the community. PTI

TAIWAN
Symbol of reunion
with China, panda

TuanTuandies

Taipei: Tuan Tuan, one of
two giant pandas gifted to
Taiwan from China, died
Saturday after a brief ill-
ness, the Taipei Zoo said. No
cause of death was given,
but earlier reports said the
panda was believed to
have amalignant brain tu-
mor, prompting China to
send a pair of experts to
Taiwan earlier this month.
TuanTuandid notrespond
and after a series of
seizures Saturday was
placedinaninduced coma,
according to Taiwanese
news reports. AP

EXPRESS ATCOP27

AMITABH SINHA
SHARM EL-SHEIKH,NOV 19

THE COP27 meeting was all set
todeliver onakey demand of de-
veloping countries to create a
new fund for loss and damage,
but there was little else in the
draft agreement to trigger greater
and more urgent climate action.

Negotiators were still at work
on Saturday night, in a last at-
tempt to inject some stronger
provisions on emissions reduc-
tions, but these have the poten-
tial to run into trouble because
of the additional burden being
puton the developing countries.
One of the most contentious of

War crimes
expert is special
counsel for
Trump probes

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 19

US ATTORNEY General Merrick
Garland on Friday named Jack
Smith, a war crimes prosecutor,
to serve as special counsel to
oversee Justice Department in-
vestigations related to Donald
Trump, including the former
President's handling of sensitive
documents and efforts to over-
turn the 2020 election.

Garland’s announcement
came three days after Trump, a
Republican, announced he
would run for President again in
2024. Garland said Trump's can-
didacy, as well as Democratic
President Biden’s stated inten-
tion to run for re-election, made
the appointment of a special
counsel necessary.

“The pace of the investiga-
tions will not pause or flag under
my watch,” Smith said. “I will ex-
ercise independent judgment
and will move the investigations
forward expeditiously and thor-
oughly to whatever outcome the
facts and the law dictate.”

“Appointing a special counsel
at this time is the right thing to
do," Garland, who was appointed
by Biden, told a news conference.
Trump called the special counsel
appointment a "rigged deal."
"This horrendous abuse of power
is the latest in a long series of
witch hunts that started a long
time ago," he told a crowd of sup-
porters at a black tie event at his
Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida.

Musk starts Twitter poll

Meanwhile, Elon Musk
started a Twitter poll late on
Friday asking followers to vote
on whether to reinstate former
U.S. President Donald Trump's
account on the platform, with
early results showing roughly
60% voting yes. "Vox Populi, Vox
Dei,” Musk tweeted, a Latin
phrase that roughly means
meaning "the voice of the peo-
ple is the voice of God." The poll
was open for 24 hours.

FORCES HAVE BEEN FIRING AMMUNITION THAT HAS RUPTURED EYES OF DEMONSTRATORS

Vo> COP27 set to deliver onloss and

An informal stocktaking session during the COP27 climate
summit, in Sharm el-Sheikh. Reuters

these calls every country to up-
date their climate action plans,
formally called nationally-deter-
mined contributions or NDCs,
every year with progressively
stronger actions. As of now,
countries have to submit their
NDCs in five-year cycles, with
the next submission due in 2025.

A proposal to urge all coun-
tries to phase-down the use of
fossil fuels, originally raised by
India, is also expected to make a
last-minute comeback. Several
developing countries, including
China and oil-producing nations
like Saudi Arabia, have been op-
posing this. The developed coun-

USstand
oncreating
@ fund

EXPLAINED

THE UNITED STATES is
willing to accept the cre-
ation of a fund to compen-
sate poor, developing
countries for climate
damage, reversing
decades of opposition and
marking a major break-
throughin one of the
most contentious issues at
the heart of United
Nations climate talks.

tries, and the smallisland states,
also want a more explicit ac-
knowledgement of the need to
restrict the temperature rise to
within 1.5 degree Celsius, and a
commitment to let the global
emissions of greenhouse gases
peak no later than 2025.
Asaresult, thefinalrounds of ne-
gotiations, later on Saturday night

KiM WiTH DAUGHTER AT MISSILE SITE

North Korea has unveiled the little-known daughter of its leader Kim Jong Un at a missile
launch site. The North’s state media said Saturday that Kim had observed the launch of its
new type of intercontinental ballistic missile with his wife Ri Sol Ju and their daughter. It’s
the first time that the North Korean media is publishing the photo of Kim’s daughter, whose
name and age were not revealed. AP

Nepal set for national elections today

Kathmandu: Nepal will hold na-
tional and provincial elections on
Sunday which the Nepali
Congress-led ruling coalition is
expected to win but unlikely to
provide much-needed political
stability in the country sand-
wiched between Indiaand China.

More than 17.9 million peo-

ple are eligible to vote in seven
provinces across the Himalayan
nation. The polling will startat 7
am local time and close at 5 pm.

Out of atotal of 275 members
of the federal Parliament, 165
will be elected through direct
voting, while the remaining 110
will be elected through a propor-

ROW OVER INDIAN HISTORIAN

Google sets rules for HQ guest speakers

REUTERS
OAKLAND, NOVEMBER 19

ALPHABET INC'S Google this
week introduced rules for invit-
ing guest speakers to its offices,
days afterit cancelled a talk by an
Indian historian, Rajiv Malhotra,
who has disparaged margin-
alised groups and their concerns,
according to company emails
seen by Retters.

The policy released Thursday

is Google's latest effort to preserve
anopen culture while addressing
divisions that have emerged asits
workforce has grown.

Workers at Google and other
big tech companies in recent
years have clashed and protested
over politics and racial and gen-
der equity. The Google speaker
rules, seen by Reuters, cite risk to
the brand from certain talks and
asks workers to “consider
whether there’s a business rea-
son for hosting the speaker and if

tional electoral system. Similarly,
out of a total of 550 members of
the Provincial Assembly, 330 will
be elected directly and 220 will
be elected through the propor-
tional method. The counting of
the votes will begin soon after
the polling ends but the final re-
sults can take afewdays.  PTI

the event directly supports our
company goals."

Malhotra was scheduled to
speakabout India’s positive global
influence, according to an invita-
tion. But organisers cancelled
Novemner 10, the day before the
planned talk at Google offices in
Silicon Valley, according to a fol-
low-up announcement.

Some workers complained
about Malhotra, according to a
message soliciting complaints. A
linked document organised by

damage
lks goon

and possibly on Sunday morning,
are unlikely tobe smooth.

But more than anythingelse,
Sharm el-Sheikh conference
would be remembered for the
progress made on the loss and
damage finance. A long pend-
ing demand of the developing
countries, loss and damage had
remained on the periphery of
climate negotiations for several
years. This year, it was not just
put on the main agenda for the
first time, but the conference is
alsoall set to deliver on the cre-
ation of a special fund to help
developing countries hit by cli-
mate disasters.

There are more fights that
have been left for the other day.
One of themis the tussle over the
donor base. EU and the US had
been insistent that large
economies, mainly China and
possibly India, as well, must also
contribute to this fund. Both these
countries reject this demand.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Xi, Harris call
for open lines

at US-China
latest meet

KRUTIKAPATHI
BANGKOK,NOVEMBER 19

US VICE-President Kamala Harris
spoke briefly with Chinese leader
XiJinping on Saturday in another
step toward keeping lines of
communication open between
the two biggest economies.
Harris and Xi exchanged re-
marks Saturday while heading
intoaclosed-door meeting at the
Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation summit in Bangkok.
“I greeted President Xi before
the APEC Leaders Retreat,” Harris
wrote on Twitter. “I noted a key
message that President Bidenem-
phasised in his November 14
meeting with President Xi: we
must maintain open lines of com-
munication to manage the com-
petition between our countries.”
A statement from China's
Foreign Ministry also referenced
the Biden-Xi meeting at the
Group of 20 summit in Bali. It
said it hoped the vice-president
will play an active role in work-
ing with China to promote the
two nations'relations “to return
to a healthy and stable track.”
Harris later took partinahan-
dover ceremony in which Thai
PM handed over chairmanship of
APEC to US, which will host the
group's meetings nextyear. AP

Alphabet Workers Union noted
Malhotra had described homo-
sexuality as a medical condition
and Islam as a destructive force.

Malhotra told Reuters he sup-
ports marginalised communities
but opposes “politicising of bias
inways that divide societies and
make them vulnerable to foreign
colonisation.” The new speaker
policy states that workers "must
submit a proposal and have it ap-
proved" by a "cross-functional”
review team.

Rishi Sunak promised 125 anti-aircraft guns and other air-defence
to Zelenkyy in his first visit to Kyiv on Saturday. Reuters

Citing daughters as
motivation, Sunak to
make UK streets safer

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, NOVEMBER 19

BRITISH PRIME Minister Rishi
Sunak has spoken of his worry
as a parent for his daughters,
whichis a key motivation behind
his determination to crack down
on crime and make the country's
streets safer.

The father of 11-year-old
Krishna and nine-year-old
Anoushka told reporters on the
way to the G20 Summitin Balilast
weekend that the issue of safety
of women is important to him.

Sunak referenced some re-
cent incidents of attacks on
women and girls in the UK to
highlight that the issue was a pri-
ority for him. “I want to make
sure that my kids and everyone
else can walk around safely;
that's what any parent wants for
their children,” said Sunak, as he
admitted that “many of us men”
take safety “for granted”.

“So, tackling that and making
it safer for people is something

that's just personally quite im-
portant to me," he said.

According to a BBCreporton
Saturday, Sunak shared how
Krishna had wanted to walk to
her primary school in London by
herself when she turned 11,
which was the reason why his
family had previously moved out
of their 11 Downing Street flat
earlier this year and closer to her
school before he resigned as
chancellor in July.

They have since moved back
into the 10 Downing Street flat
after he took office as PM.

Asked about life back at
Downing Street, he said moving
backinto the flat the family lived
inwhen he was chancellor above
No 10 had made the transition
“easier than it otherwise might
have been”.

On tackling crime, Sunak said
people in disadvantaged back-
grounds were more likely to be
affected by crime and he wanted
to "deliver for those people” by
putting more police officers on
the street. PTI

Appointment of new
Army chief: Pakistan

govt stands divided

PRESS TRUSTOF INDIA
ISLAMABAD,NOVEMBER 19

DIFFERENCES SEEM to have in-
tensified in the Pakistan govern-
ment over the appointment of
the new Army chief with top
brasses of the ruling coalition
making contradictory state-
ments on the key issue.

The appointment of a succes-
sor to Army chief General Qamar
Javed Bajwa, 61, whois set to retire
on November 29, is an adminis-
trative matter. Under the law, the
incumbent prime minister is em-
powered to select any one of the
top three-star generals. But polit-
ically, it means installing some-
one who may pull the strings and
even determine the fate of the
person who appointed him.

PM Shehbaz Sharif on Friday
initiated the anticipated consul-
tations with his government al-
lies on the appointment of a new
Army chief, even as Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif revealed
thataname would be announced
by Tuesday or Wednesday, the
Dawn reported on Saturday.

Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah said consultations had
been completed and the new
Army chief would be appointed
inaday or two. He said any delay
would not be “appropriate”.

Defence minister Asif told
Geo News on Friday that the pa-

General
Bajwais set
toretire on
Nov 29

REACH RAWALPINDI
ONNOV26 FOR
MARCH: IMRAN

Lahore: Imran Khan on
Saturday urged his sup-
porters to reach
Rawalpindi on November
26 where he said will an-
nounce his “next plan of
action” for the march
against the government.

Addressing his party virtu-
ally, Khan said the nation
cannot remain “neutral” at
this critical juncture.
“Reach Rawalpindi on
November 26 where [ will
meet you and give the next
plan of action (to reach
Islamabad),” he said. PTI

perwork on the appointment of
the new Army chief would be
started on Monday and the ap-
pointment made on Tuesday or
Wednesday. The induction cer-
emony of the new Army chief
will take place on November 29.

Hundreds of Iran protesters blmded by metal pellets, rubber bullets

CORAENGELBRECHT
NOVEMBER19

THE PROTESTER was speeding to-
ward a demonstration in Tehran
on his motorbike when an Iranian
security officer standing 10 feet
away raised his gun and shot a
rubber bullet into his left eye.
“We locked eyes and then
everything went dark,” said the
protester, who goes by the nick-
name Saman. He cupped his
hand to his mutilated eye, afraid
thatit would drop fromits socket,
as he drove himself to a hospital
where doctors refused to treat
him, he said. He was finally ad-
mitted to the government-run

Farabi Eye Hospital, where he
was operated on nearly 24 hours
after he had been shot.

The officer who aimed at his
face, he said, had recognised him
as one of the frontline activists
who had gone night after night
to Valiasr Square in Tehran to
face off against security forces,
hurling back the tear gas canis-
ters they fired into the crowd.

“He knew my face, and I
knew his,” he said.

The impact of the shot, fired
atsuch close range, left him blind
inthat eye. He provided medical
documents and photographs of
CT scans of his eye, which The
Times asked two ophthalmolo-
gists to review. They confirmed

Police break up a protest in Tehran. APFile

that it had been irreparably
damaged. Saman is one of hun-

dreds of victims to have suffered
severe eye injuries inflicted by

Iranian security forces since mid-
September, according to doctors
and medical facilities. That month,
anti-government protests swept
across the country, prompting a
violent crackdown. More than
300Iranians have been killed, ac-
cording to rights groups.
Thousands have been injured.

Among the most irre-
versible effects of the govern-
ment’s efforts to crush the up-
rising has been the blinding of
people taking part in them.
Across Iran, scores of protest-
ers have gone to hospitals
with eyes ruptured by the
metal pellets and rubber bul-
lets that security forces fire to
disperse crowds.

New Delhi

The reports of mass eye in-
juries echo those in recent years
from other places, including
Kashmir and Chile, where street
protests have been met with se-
curity forces firing pellet guns.

Many protesters have no
choice but to plead for treatment
in government-run facilities,
which are often patrolled by se-
curity forces. Some of the
wounded have been denied
treatment, and others have been
arrested after surgery, according
to lawyers and doctors.

Images and videos of CT
scans, shared by medical staff
and rights groups, present an
eerie tableau of faces pock-
marked by metal pellets.

One batch of medical records
detailed the ordeal of a 22-year-
old protester whose eyeballs had
both been ruptured. In a voice
message left with a Kurdish
rights group, a father lamented
that he did not have enough
money to pay for six surgeries for
his son who had lost a retina.

“He is 18 years old and he
has lost his vision completely,”
the father said. “In most cases,
there is nothing we can do,”
one ophthalmologist said by
telephone from Tehran. Like
others who shared information
for this article, he spoke on the
condition of anonymity for fear
of retribution from the Iranian
government. NYT
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CruDE WATCH

OIL POSTS SECOND WEEKLY LOSS

Oil dropped by about 2% on Friday, logging a second weekly
decline on weak demand. Brent crude settled at $87.62 a barrel,
falling $2.16, or 24%. US West Texas Intermediate crude settled at
$80.08 a barrel, losing $1.56, or 1.9% REUTERS
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‘THREE SHOCKS WARRANT CONSTANT VIGIL’

After-effects of Covid, war, global
policy tightening still unfolding: Das

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 19

RESERVE BANK of India (RBI)
Governor Shaktikanta Das
Saturday said the after effects of
Covid-19 pandemic, Russia-
Ukraine war and global mone-
tary tightening are still unfolding
and need constant monitoring.
He said the research function
of RBI must remain prepared to
respond to these multiple possi-
bilities as it has done in the past.
“Since March 2020, three ma-
jor shocks - the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the war in Europe and the
aggressive tightening of mone-
tary policy across countries -
have posed very different set of
challenges for economic research
“The after effects of the three
shocks are still unfolding and
would warrant constant vigil,”
Das said while speaking at the
annual research conference of its

AVIATION WATCH
NEW-GEN AIRCRAFT

The three
® shocks

EXPLAINED

SINCE MARCH 2020,
three major shocks — the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
war in Europe and the
aggressive tightening of
monetary policy across
countries — have posed
very different set of chal-
lenges for economic re-
search. These have led to
globalisation of inflation,
as per the RBI Governor.

‘WORSENING GLOBAL
FOOD, ENERGY SECURITY’

THE SHOCKS resulted
in deteriorating global
food and energy
security situation,
realignment of global
supply chains and
policy-induced
deglobalisation and
weakening influence of
multinational
institutions in providing
coordinated solutions to
address global problems

Department of Economic and
Policy Research  (DEPR).
According to him, the economics
profession today faces one of its
toughest times as the global
economy has been hit by multi-
ple shocks one after the other.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 19

AIR INDIA CEO and MD
Campbell Wilson on Saturday
said the airlineisin “deep dis-
cussions” with Boeing, Airbus
and engine manufacturers for
a ‘historic order of latest gen-
eration aircraft’.

The Tata-owned airline is
meeting itsimmediate needs
by leasing planes and repair-
ing grounded aircraft, he said.
The airline has finalised leases
for 30 additional aircraft that
will be delivered over the
course of the next 12 months,
beginning next week, in ad-
dition to restoring long-
grounded aircraft, with more
in the final stages of negotia-
tion, Wilson said.

“Beyond these short-term
additions, we are in deep dis-
cussion with Boeing, Airbus
and engine manufacturers for
a historic order of the latest-
generation aircraft that will
power Air India’s medium
and long-term growth. At the
risk of gross understatement,
the investment will be sub-
stantial,” he said at the 118th
Birth Anniversary Celebration
of JRD Tata.

He said Air India is plan-
ning to launch premium

Air India in talks
for ‘historic order’

The airline has leased
30 additional aircraft
that will be delivered
over next 12 months

economy class on certain in-
ternational flights. The airline
willincrease its market share
to at least 30 per cent in do-
mestic and international
routes, Wilson said.

“We've recently com-
pletely revamped the domes-
tic inflight menu, and will be
launching premium econ-
omy on certain long haul in-
ternational flights next
month,” Wilson said.

He said the short-termac-
tions have been to replace
carpets, curtains, seat cush-
ions and covers. “To fix defec-
tive seats and inflight enter-
tainment systems as fast as
supply chains will allow...
where parts are no longer
available in the market, to
work with the likes of Tata
Technologies to design and
manufacture parts our-
selves,” he said.

The airline has brought
nearly 20 aircraft back into
service that were on the
ground for years due toalack
of funds and parts, he said.

— BRIEFLY —
NFRA, audits

Bengaluru: To boost the
quality of audits, NFRA chief
Ajay Bhushan Prasad
Pandey has pitched for
crowdsourcing efforts to
identify risks as that will
help auditors in meeting
stakeholders’ expectations
as well as in looking at new
risk areas.

NCLAT

New Delhi: The National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal has stayed insol-
vency proceedings against
BPTP after the real estate
firminformed NCLAT that it
has settled the dispute with
its operational creditor.

Indiaranks 61st
New Delhi: India has
climbed up six places to
61st rank in the Network
Readiness Index 2022 re-
port prepared by US-based
non-profit body Portulans
Institute, the telecom min-
istry said on Saturday.
“India has improved its po-
sition by six slots and is now
placed at 61st rank as per
the Network Readiness
Index 2022 (NRI 2022) re-
portreleased recently,” the
statement said. PTI

Export duty
on steel,
iron ore cut

New Delhi: The government has
cut the export duty on steel
products and iron ore with effect
from Saturday in order to pro-
vide afillip to the domestic steel
industry and boost exports.
Besides, import duty on an-
thracite, coking coal and fer-
ronickel — used as raw material
in the steel industry — has been
hiked, as per a finance ministry
notification issued late on Friday.

Also, export duty on
outward shipment of iron
ore lumps and fines with less
than 58 per cent iron content
willbe ‘nil’. PTI

These shocks have led to
globalisation of inflation, with
advanced economies (AEs) fac-
ing multi-decadal high inflation
and sustained slowdown in eco-
nomic growth and trade, to-
gether with rising concerns

abouta possible global recession.
They have also resulted in dete-
riorating global food and energy
security situation, realignment of
global supply chains and policy-
induced deglobalisation and
weakening influence of multina-
tional institutions in providing
coordinated solutions to address
global problems.

“Emerging market
economies (EMEs) face an
additional challenge from threats
to their external sector stability,”
he said.

The governor said synchro-
nised tightening of monetary
policy globally has progressively
increased the risk of a hard
landing, i.e., a recession to tame
inflation.

“Indiais, however, differently
placed,” Das noted.

He said the trifecta of deglob-
alisation, climate change and
deeper penetration of technol-
ogy appears to be the most antic-

ipated trend for the future.

“This can be potentially dis-
ruptive, requiring strategies to
mitigate the associated risks,” the
governor said.

The governor said the world
we face today is aptly described
by using the acronym ‘Vuca’,
which stands for volatility, uncer-
tainty, complexity and ambigu-
ity. “Many of the backward-look-
ing models that run on past data,
may fall short of providing use-
fulinformation and estimates for
policy,” he said, adding that DEPR
should further strengthen its
consultative approach to collect
first-hand information directly
from the stakeholders. Das said a
team from RBI is working jointly
with the Indian Council for
Research on International
Economic Relations (ICRIER) to
develop a food inflation projec-
tion framework, involving emi-
nent agri-experts and market
leaders in different food items.

‘95% firms experienced new
fraud incidents in past 2-years’

Following pandemic, businesses have been exposed to new
risks related to digital security, said the PwC’s ‘Global
Economic Crime and Fraud Survey 2022’ report

9 50 / Organisations

Oexperienced new
types of fraud incidents in the past
twoyears

5 20/ Companies

Oexperienced fraud
oreconomic crime in the last 24
months

670 / Reported that the
0 most disruptive
incident came via an external

attack or collusion between
external and internal sources.

o / Amongst
9 O °organisationsthat

reported fraud, conduct risk was
the biggest threat

The new types of fraud experienced by companies include misconduct risk (67%), legal risk

(16%), cybercrime (31%), insider trading (19%), and platform risk (38%)

Source: PwC/PTI

Greenwashing: Regulations
needed to check on corporate
actions, says ReNew Power CEO

AMITABHSINHA
SHARMEL-SHEIKH (EGYPT),
NOVEMBER19

ACKNOWLEDGING THE wide-
spread prevalence of green-
washing in corporate world,
Sumant Sinha, CEO of ReNew
Power, India’s largest renewable
energy company, has said there
was aneed for regulation and ro-
bust processes of measurement
and validation of claims being
made by companies on their
green actions.

Inaninterview with TheIndian
ExpressinSharm el-Sheikh, Sinha
said a lot of corporations were
making unrealistic claims on cli-
mate actions and still “getting by
easily” in the absence of institu-
tions and structures to measure
and monitor.

“We have to be a lot tougher
with people on what disclosures
they are making, Thereis nodoubt
aboutit. Alotof double countingis
going on. And a lot of times, the
green capital a corporation is
claiming to raise is just not there.
Someone needs to verify these
claims. Right now, there is no one
verifying,” Sinha said. Last week,
at the COP27 meeting, UN
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres warned companies with
net-zero targets not to indulge in
greenwashing, and gave them a
year to upgrade their processes to
show the actual results of their cli-
mate actions. “We must have zero
tolerance for net-zero greenwash-
ing,” Guterres had said.

Greenwashingrefers toarange of
activities that companies or even
countries indulge in to present
misleading or dubious claims
about their climate action. Sinha
said the biggest problem was the
lack of standards and regulations.

“There is a lack of common
standards across the world. So
that has to come up. Initially, there
will beafight over standards. The
western world might put up some
standards, we might want to put
up our own standards. But even-
tually common standards will
evolve. The second thing is that
there aren’tany independent bod-
ies that are measuring any of this.
So, there are no standards, there
are no baselines, there isnomeas-
uring and there is no validation.
All this infrastructure needs to
evolve quickly. But,Idon’t seealot
of efforts going onin this direction
right now,” he said.

Sinha said companies would
be forced to take more effective
climate actions because eventu-
ally they toowould start to getim-
pacted. “It hasn’t happened in a
bigway till now, but it will. If there
are unseasonal, unexpected rains,
for example, and my entire solar
farm is flooded, the company
would be affected. Andif this hap-
pens at frequent intervals, the re-
turns will simply not stack up.
There are quite a bit of uncertain-
ties. Over time, the radiation levels
may change, wind levels may
change. And many of these are
very hard to forecast. The corpo-
rate world has a very large stake
inthis,” Sinha said. “May be, things

India to be third largest economy
‘well before’ 2030: Gautam Adani

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 19

INDIAIS on the cusp of extraordi-
nary growthand will become the
world’s third largest economy
‘well before’ 2030, Adani Group
chairman Gautam Adani said on
Saturday. The countryisonapath
to emerge as a high-income na-

tion without compromising its
democracy and diversity, he said,
while speaking at the World
Congress of Accountants. It took
India 58 years to get toits first tril-
liondollars of GDP, 12 years to get
to the next trillion and just five
years for the third trillion.

“Given the pace at which the
government has been executing
avast multitude of simultaneous

social and economicreforms,lan-
ticipate that within the next
decade, India will start adding a
trillion dollars to its GDP every 12
to 18 months,” he said, adding that
this will put the country well on
track to be a $30 trillion economy
by 2050 and with a stock market
capitalisation that will possibly
exceed $45 trillion. Full report on

www.indianexpress.com

have not reached a point where
companies have had to draw up
contingency plans, but they even-
tually they would have to. And, I
thinkitis not very faraway in time.
There are very large assets of com-
panies thatare extremely vulner-
able to the impacts of climate
change,” he said.

INTERVIEW WITH MINISTER OF STATE FOR ELECTRONICS & IT

No incentive for govt to do
anything in non-transparent
manner: Chandrasekhar

ONE OF the reasons behind allow-
ing cross-border flow of datain the
recently released draft Digital
Personal Data Protection Bill, 2022,
isthatitisincreasingly becomingan
importantaspectofdigital tradene-
gotiations, Minister of State for
Electronics and IT RAJEEV
CHANDRASEKHAR told
SOUMYARENDRA BARIK in an in-
terview. He said thatregionswhere
datawill be stored to be decided by
thegovernmenton thebasisof “rec-
iprocity”. He also spoke about gov-
ernment-exemptionsintheBilland
the independence of the Data
Protection Board. Edited excerpts:

What are your key objectives
under the revamped Bill?

Since the 2017 right to privacy
judgment, there has been discus-
sion and debate on how we create
legislation thataddresses theissue
of legalising and creating a need-
based proportional use of data.
Having a data protection law is in
many ways a first for many coun-
triesacross the world, everybody s
stumbling and learning. We with-
drew the previous Bill as it had be-
come complicated, and posed an
issueforusbecause of the success of
ourinnovationand start-upecosys-
tem. The new Bill makes sure that
consumer rights todata protection
are captured as rights. Data fiduci-
aries’ obligations are light and easy
to comply with so that it does not
slow down innovation, the econ-
omy, and India's position as a safe
destination for data processing for
the world's citizens. It also ensures
thatthe government’s governance
objectives based on data gover-
nance are met.

Where does the Bill place India
intheglobal digital economy?

Now we have released the Bill
for public consultation, we have
also released a policy on non-per-
sonal data to harness data for our
start-ups,and soonwewill have the
Digital India Actwhichwill replace
the Information Technology Act
and create an ecosystem of laws
that protectsconsumersandallows
innovationtoflourish. Thisalsopo-
sitions India where the entire digi-
taleconomy canbeviewed through
the prismoftrustand protectionas
people can participate in the
growth of the digital economyina
manner thatis predictable.

For the government, it will also
help us to move towards more
data-led governance where we can
create analytical models to figure
out where the gaps are and then
plug them.

TheBill has finally allowed

il o 1

Rajeev Chandrasekhar, Minister of State for Electronics and IT. File

cross-border data flows after
years of focusingondata
localisation. Why didyou
decidetogobackonlocal
storage? Whatwould be the
criteria behind notifying
regionswhere datacanbe
taken?

In a globalised world where
Indian software firms are servicing
global customers and vice versa,
data flow across geographical
boundaries is almost like a given.
Our startups must have the ability
to choose the best services. But the
government also needs access to
dataforlawenforcement purposes.
That'showwearrived at the provi-
sionin the Bill, where we will iden-
tify trusted geographieswhere data
can be stored and processed. It
serves the purpose of our startups
and at the same time ensures that
we don'tcreateartificial walled gar-
densaround the Internet like some
of our neighbouring countries have
done. We are a liberal democracy,
wedon’twanttocreatean Internet
like that. By bringingin the concept
of trust,itmeans there are stillsome
factors that will decide where one
can store data which will be de-
cided by the government. There
will be alot of reciprocity built into
this.

Sowillwe belookingat bilateral
agreements withsuch
geographies?

It is safe to assume that given
dataand digital trade are becoming
important parts of the global econ-
omy and free trade agreement
(FTA) conversations, such agree-
ments will also be negotiated.

One of the biggest concerns so
farin the Bill has been the wide-
ranging government
exemptions. Earlier the
Parliamentary committee had
said that exemptions be givenin
a‘just, fair, proportional’ way;,
butthesewordsdon’tfinda
mention inthe Bill. Why is that?
[ personally believe that given

our government’s track record it is
clear that we are doing everything
very transparently. Also, given that
everycitizenand every data fiduci-
aryhastheright toapproachcourts,
itis clear that if we don't do things
in a fair, transparent and just way;,
people canseekrecoursein courts.
Itisnotourintentiontohaveadata
protection law where people who
are, ina sense, invested in creating
the data economy are dissatisfied
with it. So putting words like that
would only be stating the obvious
because thereis noincentive for the
government to do anything in a
non-transparent manner.

TheDataProtection Board’s
independence hasalsobeen
called into question. How
independentwill itbe?

We have clearly stated inthe Bill
that the Data Protection Board will
be veryindependent.

Yes, butin essence it might not
be, especiallysinceitis
appointed by the government
and will ultimately take
decisions inmatterswhere the
government could beaparty.
Will that not create a conflict of
interest?

TheBoard willhaveapurelyad-
judicatorymechanismtodecideon
theissueof databreaches.lt carries
thesamerankasacivil courtandits
decisions will be appealable to a
High Court. Thisfactisenoughofan
incentive or disincentive for the
board to work transparently.
Simply saying that it would be ap-
pointed by a third-party will not
guarantee its adequate perform-
ance. Theobjective of thisgovern-
ment is that the board adjudicates
ondisputesfairlyand transparently
because it can otherwise be legally
challenged. I believe the system’s
structureisefficientand cost-effec-
tive. Anyone who insists that the
board is not independent enough
is missing the point that the board
will have to establish its credibility
through its own performance.

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER PWD,

CIRCLE, BHILWARA
No.- 5014 Date:- 10.11.2022
Notice Inviting Bid 11/2022-23
Bids for Road works under Budget Announcement & DMFT Works
are invited form interested bidders upto 6.00 PM 05.12.2022
(Monday). Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the
procurment portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.,
http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state. The approximate Values of the
procument is 1177.01 Lacs, (Total 3 Bid)
UBN No:- PWD2223WS0B10674, PWD2223WS0B10677
PWD2223WSOB10679

Sd/-
(P.R. Meena)
Superintending Engineer

DIPR/C/14523/2022 PWD Cirlce Bhilwara

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,

PH.E.D., CIRCLE SRIGANGANAGAR

Near DAV School, Water Works Compus, Sriganganagar,
Phone No. 0154-2445031 Email rj_segan@nic.in

Date:- 12.11.2022
NOTICE INVITING BID No. 64-67/2022-23
Online Bids for 04 Works sanction under Jal Jeevan Mission are invited from
interested bidders upto 05-12-2022 06:00 PM. Other particulars of the bid may be
visited  on the procurement  portal http:/eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.raj.nic.in of the state and www.phedwater.rajasthan.gov.in
departmental website. The approximate value of the procurement is Rs. 819.16
Lacs.

No. 9266-96

NIB No. UBN No. on SPP Portal NIB No. UBN No. on SPP Portal
64/2022-23 PHE2223WS0B09225 65/2022-23 PHE2223WS0OB09226
66/2022-23 PHE2223WS0B09228 67/2022-23 PHE2223WS0B09229

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer
DIPR/C/14592/2022 PHED CIRCLE Sriganganagar

FHETAT eI AN, THAT TS AT e
HieT

BN
- $-TAfaRT gEAT WEAT 04 W 2022-23 :-

39 e & fAfeer gam W . wfis 04 I 2022-23 AT Renovation and
modification work of Bundl Ka Gothra dam Tohsll Hindoll District Bundi &
Palbalapura dam Tehsil Nainwan District Bundi % % e sigwia amma
T 299,47 TG  FIC ST Gt # STt ware fawmn, o § usied Faeet
T WER / % TER & UFHd TSAl / Fea @l 0 faam / 26 @ R
TR g9 / 379 3efs H HShighd Wagent A S R Troreer & " "ue” Soft & Hageht
% weeRel 91, | HE aq $-2veftn ¥ e | ffaer st @ S 2 1 fferen frenfa
9o # $-20eRa % WEew § www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in F JeAEE ¥ SRAAR
wd e & st g @ vt fomga fgerwr fawm @ dewre
www.waterresources.rajasthan.gov.in, http.www.Eproc.rajasthan.gov.in &
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in T +ft T@ 5T Wehan et fgo 09.11.2022 Ta: 9.30 &St
¥ fo 30.11.2022 |E: 6.00 I TH H www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in is
download/upload =T ST Wehdl & / ST S Fehell &

UBN No. :- WRD2223WSOB02000 B/~
SrefieToT ST,

DIPR/C/14422/2022 T Tl ST e g hier

@ KERALA WATER AUTHORITY (R Rl

Tender No : 44/2022-23/SE/PHC/MVPA
JJM)-JJM PROVIDING FHTCS TO ALL HOUSEHOLD IN ERATTAYAR AND KAMAKSHI
(PART) PANCHAYATHS IN IDUKKI DISTRICTS-JUM PROVIDING FHTCs TO ALL
HOUSEHOLD IN ERATTAYAR AND KAMAKSHI (PART) PANCHAYATHS IN IDUKKI
DISTRICTS. Supply and laying of RWPM and CWPM EMD : Rs. 200000 Tender fee :
Rs.11025 Last Date for submitting Tender : 12-12-2022 04:00:pm Phone : 04852835637
Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in www.etenders.kerala.gov.in
Superintending Engineer
PH Circle
Muvattupuzha

KWA-JB-GL-6-1079-2022-23

@© KERALA WATER AUTHORITY RN LI

Tender No : 103 /2022-23/KWA/PHC/D1/TVM(RT1), 124/2022-23/KWA/PHC/D3/TVM

(1) JUM-2021-2024- WSS to Adjoining Panchayaths of Varkala Phase-II-- Supplying, Laying, Jointing,
Testing, and Commissioning of distribution networks and providing FHTCs in Cherunniyoor
Panchayath in Thiruvananthapuram District A- Pipe line Work -recast Estimate(2)JJM -2021-24
"Anadu and Nanniyode panchayaths-"CWSS to Anadu Kurupuzha and Palode villages "Phase Il —
Clear water pumping Main /Gravity main & clear water Pumpsets EMD : Rs. 2,00,000/- each Tender
fee :Rs.10000/- each Last Date for submitting Tender :12-12-2022 03:00:pm Phone: 0471-2322303
Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

Superintending Engineer
PH Circle

KWA-JB-GL-6-1077-2022-23 Thiruvananthapuram

e et e, wrdwie o fawmr, U Hen
TRHATR: - 2239-50 feqteR .- 7.11.22
Notice Inviting Bid - 12/2022-23

Bids for Various Works related Remaining work of SRO Building
Nokha and Construction of BT Road are invited from interested
bidders upto 10.11.2022 [09:30 AM] to 30.11.2022 [06:00PM], other
particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
http://www.pwd.rajasthan.gov.in. & eproc.rajasthan.gov.in & http:/
sppp.rajasthan.gov.in of the state and departmental website. The
approximate value of the procurement is Rs. 323.00 Lakh.

NIB CODE No: PWD2223A2676

UBN:- PWD2223WS0OB10564 PWD2223WSOB10568

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

DIPR/C/14449/2022 PWD Dn. Nokha

Office of The Chief Engineer,

Water Resources Zone, Kota
wHier : F /CEWRZ/BRN/e-NIB-7/ 2022-23/ fe:-10.11.2022
E-NIB No.- 07/2022-23

Bids for Repair, Strengthening and Renovation of Hatwari Khiriya
Minor Irrigation Project and Distribution network for pressurized
Irrigation to CCA of 175 Hectare on Engineering and Procurement
basis (E.P.C.) single resposibility turn-key Basis and its operation
and Maintenance (O and M) for 8 years Tehsil-Shahabad District-
Baran (Rs. 464.03 lakh) is invited from interested bidders from
11.11.2022 (9.30 Hr) to 01.12.2022 till 18:00 Hr other particulars,
terms & conditions may be seen on the procurement portal
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in & https://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in,
www.dipr.rajasthan.gov.in & www.water.rajasthan.gov.in.
UBN No.:- WRD2223WS0OB02027

Sd/-
Chief Engineer,

DIPR/C/14513/2022 Water Resources Zone, Kota

New Delhi
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HIGH COURT OF CHHATTISGARH, BILASPUR
Tender Notice
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SHRIRAM CITY UNION FINANCE LIMITED

CIN: L65191TN1986PLC012840

Regd. Office: 123, Angappa Naicken Street, Chennai 600 001

Telephone No. + 91 44 2534 1431

Secretarial Office : 144, Santhome High Road, Mylapore, Chennai — 600 004
Telephone No. + 91 44 4392 5300 Fax No. + 91 44 4392 5430

Website : www.shriramcity.in e-mail : sect@shriramcity.in

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Where as complaint has been made before me that one
accused Shubham Chaudhary S/o Sh. Bhagmal Singh, R/o
K-267, Jahangirpuri, Delhi have Committed (or is suspected
to have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 422/2013 u/s
454/380/411/34 IPC has been registered at P.S. Burari,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said Shubham Chaudhary
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said Shubham Chaudhary has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of

the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Shubham

No. 13821/CPC/2022. Bilaspur, date 15/11/2022
The High Court of Chhattisgarh, Bilaspur invites bids (Technical
and Financial) from eligible bidders for purchasing the following
articles/work with Supply, Testing, Installation and Maintenance of
the same at the High Court of Chhattisgarth, Bilaspur (C.G.). :-
- Professional Display System/Smart TV 50” or higher
with Transmeter and Receiver and Cat 6 Cable
Interested Parties may view and download the detailed terms and
conditions from the website viz.
https://highcourt.cq.gov.in/tender.html
[) - Documents Download start Date - 11/11/2022
II)- Last Date for Submission of physical Bids - 01/12/2022 (iill
04:30 PM) at the office of the Registrar (Computerization), High

W sHRRAMCIH

Record Date for determining the Equity Shareholders and Non-Convertible Debenture holders of
Shriram City Union Finance Limited (“SCUF”)
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the Common Order dated November 14, 2022, issued by the Hon'ble
National Company Law Tribunal sanctioning the Composite Scheme of Arrangement and Amalgamation of
SCUF with Shriram Transport Finance Company Limited (STFC) (“Scheme”) read with Corrigendum to
dated November 17, 2022, Wednesday, November 30, 2022 has been fixed as the Record date (‘Record
Date”) by STFC for the purpose of determining the equity shareholders and Non-Convertible Debenture
("NCDs") holders of SCUF who will be entitled to the equity shares and NCDs of STFC, as the case may

be.

Further, as mandated under the law and pursuant to Clause no 4.3 of Part Il of the Scheme, the equity
shares that are to be issued and allotted by STFC to the shareholders of SCUF will be only in
dematerialized form. SCUF shareholders are advised to dematerialise their physical shareholding

Chaudhary of FIR No. 422/2013 u/s 454/380/411/34 IPC
has been registered at P.S. Burari, Delhi is required to
appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or

before 20.12.2022.

By Order
Sh. Mayank Aggarwal

Court of Chhattisgarh, Bilaspur (C.G.)

Sd/-
Arvind Kumar Verma
Registrar General

on or before the Record Date. In the event of any shareholder failing to communicate their demat account
details to SCUF before the Record Date, the equity shares issued by STFC will be kept in a suspense
account and will be credited to the demat account(s) of the respective shareholders, as and when such
details are received.

Notice of Record Date is also available on the website of SCUF at www.shriramcity.in and on the website of
STFC at www.stfc.in and on the website of the Stock Exchanges viz. BSE Limited at www.bseindia.com
and the National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.nseindia.com.

Metropolitan Magistrate-09,
Central Room No-286,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P. C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that

DP/3003/N/2022 (Court Matter) DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION, CHHATTISGARH
HETAATeTS dehieh! et SefieTe
= Indrawati Bhavan, Block-3, 3rd / 4th Floor, Nawa Raipu, Atal Nagar, Dist Raipur -
i 492002
T e, A - 3 qard / =g a9, 6 IR, Fed TR, e - =R - 492002
Phone : 0771-2331331, 2221376, Fax: 0771-2253620, Website : http://www.cgdteraipur.ac.in

/1 a==
SIAATG ST | SMEX A-IA 9 SR Hetfaenet § B.E / B.Tech 9gasd # eqa-Rd 8H-

For Shriram City Union Finance Limited

P ch . sdl- accused person namely Sonu Ram s/o Kamal Singh I3 1 S areh Sh T 2022-23
ace : ennai i i i i i
CRDash R/o Awara Gard Patri Old Delhi Railway Station Delhi. PP : !
. ) . . TARTNG I, qehreht SFERTEAT 21 S 2013 ST T H 24 7 2013 F GG B T JraEE F AgER
Date : November 19, 2022 Company Secretary have committed (or is suspected to have committed) the TG TS o T PR S o S ot e i wReE S @Re (1 Ts) g dreifier G (NITs)

offence under Case FIR. 245/2019 dated. U/s 27/61/85/
NDPS Act. has been registered at P.S. Lahori Gate Delhi.
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon
issued that the said, Sonu Ram cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said,
Sonu Ram has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Sonu

Ram of Cases FIR. No. 245/2019 u/s 27/61/85 NDPS Act.
registered at PS. Lahori Gate Delhi, is required to appear

0120-6651214

AT ferm-fren weensfi (11Sc ) @ 3= s R aeheient et aRug (AICTE) & AI=Tdl 90 3o qeheienl s
# goffafin dreifiet (B.E. /B.Tech.) 3w wiegzssd # yom o # seemRa o-omEst & fw 08 6= segha i &,
2000/~ feTE ( 2R H- . < TR W) TG A WO fRA S F 1

BEgfd % e swEert ader 12 o § 0§ w9 60 Ivd i WH FA arel SR & g % e a2 sreft @
T SN SR R T g e PR g @9 e €1 SeeT o ST, ket e, st
W, ATH-3, JAT / =g a9, o TR, e TR, e - TR, ST F Fyes W R S wehd § stedn SeeErer
i FeEEE www.cgdteraipur.cgstate.gov.in ¥ TEAEIE R ST Heha ¥ 1

SIS T 3 WA 12 o Y SFFGA T TG T HT LA AR A0 9F F 37erERa we AICTE & A= 9 e
Teleft T O F S Hord e i ¥ | SrEgh W w89 STeed W e W § STRitad He e
2| I U Tereerd H U € ol eifew faf 15.12.2022 @R 5,00 w91 99 7 1 Freifa fifa & v ww smaed w faEr
&t foran Strrm | frifa fafr 3 o w See W W R <@ / STArae W e R Se |

FHEAAT TN AT, ITEUE A

HE Fa-TMUger |
3-2U Hifed
fafarer gaet €. 373/3-20R Hifeq/2022-23
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( Corrigendum )
ferdrer s gfer geeer i ffaer e sl SB/ Store/2022-25 (281), Bhopal, Dated 10-
10-2022 BRT Under Vehicle Search Mirror (UVSM) & other 15 items % %a 87 3-ffaar
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i . = before this court to answer the said complaint on or before T for i %1 TETeTer qeE e, TR g A I SR 3 EheEr H T
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Letter no: 3305/12A

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
PROVINCIAL DIVISION, P.W.D., SHAHJAHANPUR

Date : 14 /11 /2022

Online Tender Inviting Notice

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY 3 t3 et ke i i d | (o ]

sy ¢ /118 /2 / EOI feei® : 18.11.2022
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (E.O.l.) FOR EMPANELMENT OF ACHETECT
Hed Vol Tderd (3oi), IR e YeTd JISTHR §IRT IO Avsel # Rerd
T HeH, A fafesT, f3sm 8, Yod sRuare vd o waHi # fRAf
o1 {3 S URaTfad 2, 99 919q Architectural Firms @' Empanelled

1- On behalf of His Excellency the governor of Uttar Pradesh, under the Executive
Engineer, Provincial Division, PWD, Shahjahanpur online E-Tenders have been invited
from 05.12.2022 to 12.12.2022 Till 12.00 Noon, the technical bids will be proposed
opened online on Date 12.12.2022 at 02:30 PM:-

P B forw Afrefa @) afrerp Expression of Interest (EOI)
TR @Y ol € | 39 | H fawga Ser SR ufed Yad @
J99aTse www.nwr.indianrailways.gov.in T SUTel 2 | 39 G §
e forar ST R o T 1 fifdar / 2vey 7 7 | aifig g ooy Y
Jrfeafs (gon # gege fthal /HRerail BT W T B TR qaTgaR
Architects/Architectural Firm @1 Empanelled fawar STRITT 4 A Firms
FU—¢—B4 Quotation/Limited Tender/Open Tender # ¥T o | oIl
9% | Hiced /ffder ama f$3 ST E.O.l. Documents T
TEIERA Hard Copy H av5 foThI® & Husd Yol Uawid / woil., S.UNed,
ATt 3T, 3IOTAR—305001 BT FoT NGRS &, T Soft Copy H §—Hd
srdeneastajmer@gmail.com W ¥ ST Al 8 | E.O.I. STHT BRI
P 3ifer 3= 30.11.2022, FHI 15.00 I7 |

962-AN/22 IR Aved gWiffRR (F9=49), 3oR

Please join us on ®® /NWRailways

Appeal for Identification

General public is hereby informed
that one person Name: Unknown,
=1 Slo: Unknown, Rlo: Unknown,
Age: About 35 Yrs., Height: 5'5",
Sex: Male, Complexion:
Wheatish, Built: Strong, Face:
Long Oval, Wearing: Black Colour
Shirt, Blue Colour Jeans and Bare
footed, Place of Recovery: Found
dead on GuruNanak Chowk, Delhi.

In this regard DD No. 09-A, Dated 18.11.2022 has been
lodged at Police Station: Kamla Market, Delhi. Any
clue come to notice please informundersign. gy

P.S.: Kamla Market, Delhi

Bid Period of Eligible
sl Estimated Securit Cost of completion |Registration
N‘; Name of Work cost (Rs.in (Rs iny Document (in (in month | Catagory of

Lac) Lac.s) Rs.) including | Contractor/
rainy season) Firm
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Special Repair of Raheriya Tender
1 Rawatpur Link Road in 25.35 2.54 %ﬁ;:sézﬂ_gse{.y 03 Month (IA:tyolz‘d(\:Ng(()rE)
Distt. Shahjahanpur. ngg44 00
Special Repair of Tender
Parajharsa Baraincha to Cost+Stationery A,B,C&D
2 Hathgaon Link Road in 83.50 835 Charges+GST 03 Month (Road Work)
Distt. Shahjahanpur. Rs.944.00
. . Tender
Special Repair of LB Road -
3 |to Pachdevra Link Road in| ~ 32.42 3.25 %’;;S;'fg;y 03 Month (/;{ogh%viri))
Distt. Shahjahanpur. ngg44 00
. . Tender
Special Repair of Alhapur -
4 | toHarseliLink Road in | 28.08 | 2.81 %’;:;S;zﬂg‘;;y 03 Month (gogh(\;/vir%
Distt. Shahjahanpur. Rs%44 00
Special Repair of LB Road Tender
Shyam Filling Station to Cost+Stationery A, B,C&D
5 Hamzapur Link Road in 24.77 248 Charges+GST 03 Month (Road Work)
Distt. Shahjahanpur. Rs.944.00

UPID NO.181869 DATE-18.11.2022
WWW.up.gov.nic.in

2- All information and documents are available on website http//etender.up.nic.in

(R.K.PITHORIA) EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER PROVINCIAL DIVISION,
PWD, SHAHJAHANPUR

IPUER R HRAEE ., 2-
frfaer s=oT gET, STl hRieE
denelf ¥ faga oRwer Hed, I
et % =i fr wEl ?q 3
fafoe® €-déa etender.up.nic.in
R fAfae gem @it feiew @i 12.00 F9
T A 1 S © | $-fAfer ger
i fafyr W e @ Rl § 3-
et et vl o | el SR
1. THfaer ww=m &-39 / 2022-23:
fga aRwur T, B1YS  F=rd 132
HOHO ITh=, FIegsm W AR
[rEfEd | R AR %, 2,000/-
ffaer 9o gesb w590 /- (W
qfgd) | o @ it 17.12.2022; 2.
aifq e ety fafaer W &
40,2022-23: fagd dRwU wvE,
JARIBY = 132 HOeHO
IYh=s, AWE & SR H B |
WY AR ®. 1,000/~ Ffesr gux
Y&k . 590 /- (F Wfed) | G
feie 26.11.2022; 3. Afd 2w
wieite faferer W d-41,2022-23:
fIrga IRwuT Gue, R o A=
132 HOA0 IUh=, Fodlo TR &
STREI0T T 1Y R RT &, 1,000/-
et goa goh ®. 590/ (T Afed
)| G & fAlw ¢ 26.11.2022; 4.
atfa etew wreta fafaer wen d-42
/ 2022-23: foEJd YRE0T @US, FSI 5
ST 132 HOHO IThH, SBNTRGL
% ITREU H HE | R AW T

2,500/~ i yoF Yok ® 590/-
(X "fed )1 gad w1 feAlw
26.11.2022; 5.3qa 3T HTelA
fafaer wem €t-43/,2022-23: faga
URYUT WS, el oh I 132
HOSH0 TS, TTAVET < TR0
FE | TR R /. 2,500/ - FHfear
T3 Yook ¥, 590/ (R Ffed) | g
@ TR 26.11.2022; 6.3 Tew
wiei faferer W& d-44,2022-23
forga IReT e, Gl ok A= 132
HOEH0 Iqh=, FIHRY & TR&0T
&R e A ®. 1,000/~ fAferer
T3 Yoeh ¥, 590/ (I Afed) | G
w e 26.11.20221 -fAfa &
gom WM 39 fe fuiRa @ W
ArESIeh TG W Gl ST Td 90T
fadm (uzsfoe) ged w1 fafy
AR SeEIEe W gfed S S|
E-Ffaerslil =1 fomm @ R sa™
s R/faaiea A @1 IR
TefETeRAal U g @
FU fga SHERl, SRAAE =
el T S-Ffaer uga WA &
feier qo fomr snfe & e #
941 etender.up.nic.in T ST AH
Y | T/ -3rehteror st ferga
URWUT HEA JoYoUTo loekTofeTo,
400 KO0 IUhg, UTeAl, UST ATST
| g feq & el S ueie -
2103 faouoTo oo /T-39 to
44/22-23 fedieh -~ 18.11.2022

I0Wo UTER A HRUNgE fafies
aIfq 3tcuertery $-fafaer ua g-fafaer
gu fAfated wrfemafd 29 3-
fafoer < amit & Shwadl & dsieha,
GRS TE e SHSRT / HH 9 3
wea i-fafaer ddw gewTEe
http://etender. up.nic.in T A
H S ¢ | e Ie Stewet afed qen
WET i R ST, /
TAUE. MR/ dF TR F weaq J
aredftegor sfvee, faga oRwor Aved -
YW RIS o Sfeaq S, o feeet
s, Ifs fER, smam fawm, weien,
WeEE # defad =] wm@r Ho-
7107816836, IFSC Code-
IDIBO00OD566 # 2vex gad i
ferier qF ST 3 | 3T Em ud I o
forga foreror 3-fafaer de@ deade W
Iuetedt o | 2-fafaer § fopddt off welem
1 fafyr famr E-fafaer 9éa W e
g foan wme | eifq sreueRTei E-fafeer
o & feiw - 28-11-2022 1- 3fd
feuehTel 3-fafagr de=mr - 51
ZodtoouHo / 2022-2023 faga ARwO
S~ YW EER F R 132
Fodio TP foat W uR=rem wd
STREIT | a1 eRER TR 0
2000/-, feret g =t Shuwe ufed gea
®0 590 /- 2 - M TR 2-fAferar
&I - 52 / FodloWloTHo /2022-2023
foR[A OREU WUE- YUH IREER
I 132 hodlo IUhE Hic S
WEER W IREEH T TRET o
FEIfad wE | ke ARl %0 1500/-,
e g w1 Siuwdt wfed qed w0
590/~ 3- 3ffd Teueeld 3-fAfaer
G&A- 53 / ZodoWloWHo / 2022-2023
forRIa aRuYT wUe- RS % 1= 220
HOH0 IUhg TR W UR=Ee 9
i | eRER R Fo 2000/-
T yost w1 Sl wfed qed %0
590/ 4- 31fd eTeueRTe $-fAfaer Jemn
- 54 / $odloHIoTHo / 2022-2023 fagga
URYUl WS- WEA o 3Td 132
HoA0 IUH IWHE W UR=eE J
refed | e AR % 2000/-,
e g w1 et wfed gen %0
590/~ 5- 3ifd reueelE E-fAfaer
G&I- 55 / TotoToTHo / 2022 2023
foRIq ORE GUS- WA & AT 132
FOA0 IUhE TR T A& I

FeEfad w1 e AR %0 1500/,
THfereT ot <Rt Siwet wfed ged ®0 590
/- 6- 3l FcehTelE 3-fHfasr den-
56 / FodoHoTHo / 2022-2023 ferld
IREU WUS- TEA kA 220
FOA0 TTRE TEAA WA H
FEfud wE | e A %0 1500/-
fferer ot =1 Siewet Afed o €0 590
/- 7- 3 TeqeRTe -fasr de-
57/ ZodlowoTH0/2022-2023  fagya
IRYT WU - YA kI 220
FOO IYhs THR W AREW T
qRETE | T wE | e AR
4000/-, FAferaT got <1 Siewe |fed qoa
%0 590/- 8- 3 3fTUehTel $-FHfaar
H&AT- 58/ Soelo®loUHo / 2022 2023
forga IRE WU - TG F I 132
Fodlo ITh= AR W AT TG
qR=rer & wrEfea e | ek il %o
3500/-, fAfaaT wost w1 Siewet dfed gea
%0 590/- 9- Afd ek $-HfaaT
TE&A- 59 / ZodlooTHo /2022-2023
YA IRET YU - TG F A=A 132
o0 ITH AR W ARE0 T
IR=Te A et w1 R i Fo
3000 / -, Ffaer goa w1 Sfewel afead
T T 590 /- 10- AR FCTFRIAA 3-
e d&m- 60/ FodlodioTHo / 2022-
2023 foR[@ 9RWOT @Ue- I[P F
A 132 HOSH0 IWhR TAR W
&0 e R § Tt w5l |
R T %, 2000/-, M| goF @
Sieaet wfeq gea ¥0 590/- 11- fd
s 3-ffaer e - 61/
ZoTloloTHo / 2022-2023 forrd arRwmr
@|UE - IR F F=AE 132 HOA0
Iqh IR R STRE Td IR
| grafea e | ke i %0 3000/~
, Tferer wo= w1 Sigwel wfed gea w0
500/- 12- s-fAfasr  dem-e2/
TodtodoTHo / 2022 2023 G H
feAfem - 20-12-2022 oA 9RwwT @UE
- YRR F FREG 132 HOH0 SHHF
AR R FHAAGRG o SF=d 132 H00
AR o & fmior s R | eRe
%0 7000 / ~ Fiferer gt =1 Shuwel afea
I TO 1180/- B/ Iveherwr
sifveT, fag@ unwwr Wuew - wem,
TeEE | g e # faser s=
TAieh:  4091/fdouto  HoYo frfaar/
2022-23 f&dieR : 1911 2022

DP/2998/CD/2022 Ph.: 011-23230623, 23233743
. GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
éﬁn DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Office of the Additional Chief Engineer,
Rushikulya Bahuda Basin, Berhampur - 760004
e-mail id: se_sicham@yahoo.com

e-Procurement Notice No. ACE, RBB -31/2022-23
1. Type of Work : Flood Control Works.
2. Total No of Works : 02 (Two) Nos.
3. Amount put to tender : Rs 408.86 lakh
4. Period of completion : 11 ( Eleven) calendar months

A-741

Procurement | Bid Identification | Bid Amount Avella.b'"ty & .
" . Submission of Bid
officer No (Rs. in lakh) N
On-line
Additional From
Chief 24.11.2022,
Engineer, | ACE, RBB, (BEID)- 408.86 10.00 A.M.
Rushikulya 86/2022-23 : to
Bahuda Basin, 08.12.2022,
Berhampur 5.00 P.M.
Date of opening of the Technical Bid:- 09.12.2022 at 11.30 A.M.
Further details can be seen from the Govt. website
www.tendersodisha.gov.in
Sd/-

Additional Chief Engineer,
Rushikulya Bahuda Basin,
Berhampur

OIPR-32411/11/0043/2223

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, WATER
RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
MAHANADI GODAWARI BASIN

RAIPUR (C.G.)
e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
e-Procurement Portal: hitps://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
(1st CALL)
System Tender No. : 114341 /NIT No. : 03/SAC/2022-23,
Chhuikhadan, Dated : 16.11.2022

Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to
07.12.2022 at 17.30 Hour

Name of work: Remodeling & C.C. lining of Gadbanja Sub Minor, Jhuranadi
Minor, Chhuikhadan Minor, Laxmanpur Sub Minor, Shyampur Minor,
Construction of 10 No. VRB, 01 No. D.C., 17 No. Fall, Total 28 Nos.
Structures, Repair of Structures & Fixing of Colaba Pipes of Pipariya
Medium Tank in Block Chhuikhadan of Dist. Khairagarh-Chhuikhadan-
Gandai.

Probable Amount of Contract :- Rs. 405.63 Lakhs

(As per S.O.R Dated 01.08.2010 (As amended dated 01.08.2014))

The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the
Government of Chhattisgarh  Integrated e-Procurement Portal
(https://leproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date 23.11.2022, at 17.31 Hours.(IST)
onwards.

NOTE :- All eligible/intrested contractors/bidders are mandated to get
enrolled on the Integrated e-procurement portal
(https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific vendor class
from PWD under Centralized Contractor/Supplier Registration in order to
download the tender documents and participate in the subsequent bidding
process.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Water Resources Division, Chhuikhadan
For, Chief Engineer, Mahanadi Godavari Basin

Endt. NO. 4353/SAC/2022-23 Raipur (C.G.)

New Delhi

4 NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Open Tender Notice

Open Tender Notice No. NER-
BSBOSnT-OT-25-2022. "Open
Tenders" through online (E-tendering)
are Invited by Divisional Railway
Manager (Signal & telecom)/ Varanasi/
N. E. Railway for and behalf of the
President of India for the following
works :- SN. 1, Tender Notice No. and
Description of Work : NER-
BSBOSnT-OT-25-2022 : Name of
work: - Replacement of 11 Nos. Station
section MLB gate to ELB gate in
section of ADSTE/CPR & GKP of BSB
Division. Approx. Value :
Rs. 8099853.90, Earnest Money :
Rs. 161900.00, Cost of Tender Form:
Rs. 00.00, Completion period :
09 Months, Tender closing date &
Time : 12.12.2022 up to 15.00 Hrs.
1. Tender Online will be submitted up to
15.00 Hrs on date 12.12.2022.
2. For full details and submission of bid
kindly visit the Official website of
Indian railways i.e. www.ireps.gov.in

Divl. Rly. Manager (S&T),
CPRO/Sig.-73 N.E. Railway,Varanasi

About any p ger amenity c lai
SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955

""Never travel on roof and foot boards"

E-Tender Notice
E-TENDER NOTICE No. SG-664-15-SIG-
2022-23, E-TENDER IS INVITED ON
BEHALF OF THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA
FOR THE UNDER MENTIONED WORKS.
SI.No.: 1. Name of the work: Utility shifting
& Yard Remodeling work at PTRU under
Deposit Terms of PUVNL. SLNo. : 2.
Appox. Cost of the work: %
7,79,44,109.29 (Approx.) Sl.No.: 3.
Earnest Money: % 5,39,700.00 SI.No.: 4.
Date & time for closing of tender:
07.12.2022 at 12:30 Hrs. SL.No.: 5. Any E-
Tenders which is sent by Post / Courier /
FAX or self, Manual proposals although the
letter is on firm's letter pad or received in
time will not be accepted. The above E-
Tenders, E-Tendering document alongwith
full information is available on website i.e.
http// www.ireps.gov.in Note :- Tenderers
are requested to visit the website
http/lwww.ireps.gov.in atleast 10 days
before last date of closing for latest
corrigendum / corrections etc. in response
to this E-tender. For Sr.D.S.T.E.

East Central Railway, Dhanbad
PR/01505/DHN/S&T/T/22-23/36

g wrafer nfieror sibmae
OV fire strerurs Avser (fareron)
B\ 2l aRortve g o B B
Rkl 64T, TSR A5 RIGRT, PRI
frfaer sme=or ga (§—fFifae)
JEEAERGAT gRT &I 9 #
yfafled yd avg GrRicrR weenay /
smyfefematelt & f ot =g e
e / #RIER IR v S—fAfaer
faTid 22.12.2022 T AWIET 1:00
ol TP IR Uled WR U
P SRA vd s-Mfaer e
23122022 Pl IURTET 1:00 dof &
@relr SRt | (1) frofaowo 58/
ECC(D)Ag /2022—23:- BISfSd
Bfar, ara fewfl, eeie #
Tt srardi W=t vd AR
a1 / BRI & aIfid JTgReoT
P | 2) fofdo%o 59 / ECC(D)Ag
/2022—23:- 33 /11 B0d10 STD=
AT SIS HYRT B bold wH
waq P AUy WREd W AR
ST e | (Fuar faega
SFeN, & forl www.dvvnl.org
T4 http://etender.up.nic.in I%
<G | ¥ ATST— 1800—180—3023
3refegor AfFa=ar (SIrug)
faga wug wvsa (faRon), smRT
Wi 1254 / faoaono(Ro) /am /-2 e 19/11/2022
g fRa A fasrell sard




POINT OF VIEW

Twist in the Tale

‘Writer-director Vasan Bala on his crime caper,
Monica O My Darling, subverting tropes and his
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THE SUNDAY EXPRESS MAGALZIN

‘roguc’ interpretation of a Satyajit Ray story
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As the FIFA World Cup gets underway in Qatar, there is renewed
hope in Argentina that Lionel Messi’s last World Cup would be his
destiny-fulfilling one — establishing, yet again, not only his

greatness, but also his unquestionable fidelity to his country

Sandip G

ROM THE dazzling light of the

fireworks that spread over Rio

de Janeiro’s iconic football the-

atre Maracana, Lionel Messi

walked into the darkness of the

dressing room. His head sunk,
one hand wiping sweat and tears, and from
the other hung the Golden Ball trophy. This
was how the 2014 FIFA World Cup had ended
for Messi. He had won the award for the tour-
nament’s best player but it was Germany that
took home the Big Cup.

Among the heart-broken and tired faces
that gazed sympathetically at him near the
change room, Messi found Alfredo Pernas,
his closest friend among the group of strate-
gists. He tossed the trophy to Pernas and told
him to do whatever he wants with it. Messi
would slink into a corner of the change room
and weep like a child.

“He just flung the Golden Ball at me and
told me to do whatever I want with it. It was
not what he wanted,” Pernas would later
tell Canal 24. Pernas took it home and pre-
served it. “He has never asked me about it
again, but who knows he might ask me
some day. You cannot shove it into the dust-
bin,” he would add.

Messi would later say, “Ido not care about
the Golden Ball. That was the worst night of
my life.” That night when he reached the
closest to holding the World Cup, fulfilling
his dream and destiny. But like being woken
up from your sweetest dream and thrust into
your worst nightmare, that night when
Germany beat Argentina in the final, eight
years ago, remains an unhealed wound.

He has never rewatched the match, even
when an interviewer of FIFA.com once
showed him the footage. He turned his eyes
away from the television, stared hollowly
into the distance and told him, “Idon’t know
what tosay, it’s a pity. I think we had the bet-
ter chances in the game. For the rest of our
lives we'll regret having those chances, and
not being able to put them in.”

Last year, after Argentina won the COPA
Cup, the symbol of South American football
supremacy, at the same venue, beating Brazil
no less, he was asked a specific question:
Were the ghosts of 2014 exterminated? “No,”
he paused, and firmed up his tone: “Never”.

The 2014 loss will live on whether he
wins this World Cup or the next. Argentina
coach Lionel Scaloni would later explain, “A
champion footballer like him, who never
likes to lose a single game, would never for-
get the losses. He remembers every single
game he haslost, for club and country.Idon’t
know whether he remembers the wins!”

A win cannot undo a defeat, just as the
present cannot change the past. But there
dwells hope for the future. There is renewed
hope in Argentina that Messi’s last World
Cup could perhaps be his destiny-fulfilling
one, too. Under Scaloni, Messi has been alib-
erated force, Argentina has strung together
35 undefeated games, played beautiful, free-
flowing football as their fans had yearned for,
and built a suitable stage for their finest
player to bury the pain of Maracana and leap
into absolute footballing immortality.

EEE
For Messi, winning the World Cup is not

just about winning the World Cup. It has
deeper meanings and relevance. It’s not

merely about fetching the last piece of silver-
ware into his cabin, or earning the final stamp
of greatness, or being an equal to Diego
Maradona, but about proving that he is as
Argentinian as any Argentinian. Or, perhaps,
more Argentinian.

It’s cruel that he’s made to prove his
Argentinian-ism every time he pulls on the
blue-and-white stripes of the country. But
that’s how it has been. He was not Pibe, the
boy from the streets. He was not from the two
big Argentina clubs, River Plate or Boca Juniors.
He has not played for any club in his country.

His game was moulded in La Masia
Academy and not in the alleys of Buenos
Aires. He was unemotional on the field, not
anarchic. His rendition of the national an-
them is soft; he has won everything for
Barcelona, but none for Argentina, before the
COPA triumph last year.

For a deeply emotional country, there was
anirrepressible disconnect and distrust with
Messi, even though they loved him and he
loved them back. He is aloof, distant, and not
them. Maradona was, for his vices and
virtues, a true representation of his country.

Messi is aware of the complexities. He has
been asked numerous times of his real affil-
iations: Spain or Argentina? Messi has de-
fended his roots, his loyalty, his heart. Once
he recounted an incident: “I was offered to
play for Spain whenIwas 15, I refused. After
Spain won the World Cup, a friend in
Barcelonajoked, ‘If you had accepted the of-
fer, you would have been a World Cup win-
ner.’ I told him, ‘Winning with Spain is not
the same as winning with Argentina.”

There are shades and shadows of
Argentina between his words, tones and ac-
cent, too. He left his hometown Rosario when
he was 13 and spent most of his teenage and
adult life in Barcelona, yet his Spanish is
sparklingly Argentinian. To defend his com-
mitment, his heart and soul, for the country,
he even had to write a columnin the newspa-
per, The Patriot. He launches a teary self-de-
fence: “People ask me why I have not picked
up the Spanish accent and it is simple: [ do
not want to pick it up, or to lose any identifi-
cation with my country. These are the only
colours I want to wear.”

———l

His former coach Jorge
Sampaoli would sympathise:

“The World Cupis like a revolver
to his head.”

But never perhaps has the revolver been
the farthest from his head than it is now. For
he is no longer Barcelona’s. Just Argentina’s.
Though he plays for the French club Paris
Saint-Germain (PSG), the affiliations are not
as strong. There is no envy, no unwanted com-
parison, no doubts or debates of his commit-
ment. There is no distraction — if Messi
seemed disenchanted last year in Paris, he has
been reinvigorated this season, netting 12
goals and 14 assists in 18 games for PSG.

Perhaps, it's an illusion, perhaps it is real,
perhapsitis neither real norillusory, but Messi
has seldom worn his passion as wildly as he
has when playing for his country than in the
last two years. Usually shy and mild, he has
been animated and confrontational, picking
fights with opponents, arguing with the ref-
erees and celebrating moments maniacally.
He has never mocked his opponents.

He did when Colombia’s Yerry Mina
missed a penalty during the quarterfinals
shootout in COPA. He charged down the
halfway line and yelled at the goalkeeper
Emiliano Martinez to dance, in the exact way
Mina had danced during victory in the previ-
ous round. Messi, undeniably, was always pas-
sionate about playing for his country.

But seldom has that passion manifested
this passionately. It could be a trick of the eyes,
because when he wears the blue-and-white
stripes of Argentina, you don’t see aninvisible
purple and red underneath, as it always had
seemed to exist. It’s pure blue and white.

Thejersey nolonger seems to burden him,
neither does the national team appear to be a
gilded prison. Since Scaloni took over the reins
of the team in 2018, both Messi and his coun-
try have finally found a method to harness the
best out of each other. In the last four years.
Argentina ended their long COPA America
drought, hammered European champions
Italy in the Cup of Champions and are un-
beaten in the last 35 games. He has scored 25
times and assisted nine times in 36 games. That
is nearly one-third of his goals for the country
(90from 164) has been scored in these games.

Scaloni, who was elevated from part-time
to full-time manager because he was unglam-
orous and his fees not exorbitant, has man-
aged what many of his more famous prede-
cessors, from Jose Pekerman to Jose Sampaoli,
could not. To get the best out of Messi, Scaloni
realised that it was important to get the best
outof his teammates, too. Rather than tuning
their tactics to suit Messi, he was more eager
on formulating a method that worked for the
entire group. “It would be difficult for many
to adapt to Messi's style of play, but Messi
could adjust to anything (plan).”

Messi has netted
27 goalsin43
games this
calendar year

Under manager
Lionel Scaloni,
Messi has scored
25 timesin 36
games

If Messi manages
to assist three
more goals, he
would break
Maradona’s record
of most assists in
World Cups (8)
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©® Review of Ashish Avikunthak’s Bureaucratic
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Post-colonial India

© Review of Rana Safvi's In Search of the Divine
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In his stag-
gering career,
Messi has donned
several roles with
aplomb, and excelled
ineach. Fromright winger
to false nine, to centre forward to
deep-lying playmaker, there have been
fewroles he has left untried. His Argentina
and Barcelona colleague Javier Mascherano
would joke: “Make him a central defender, he
would be the best in the world.”

Scaloni, though, was initially inclined to a
directand vertical game, but soon changed to
a possession-based game due to a dearth of
quality wingers. His midfield is typically nar-
row, but the midfielders, especially the versa-
tile Leandro Paredes and Rodrigo de Paul, are
blessed with sublime passing range.

Messi has starred in a variety of roles, but
usually he starts as second striker in a 4-2-3-
1 or a centre forward in 4-3-3. But whatever
his position is, he usually drifts to the right to
receive and create from outside of their oppo-
nent’s defensive block. The progressive pass-
ing ability of Scaloni’s men, or Scaloneta as
they are called, is sumptuous.

Even the central defensive pair of Cristian
Romero and Lisandro Martinez are blessed
with the eye for a defence-splitting, attack-ini-
tiating pass and ball player. It has helped
Scaloni that some of the un-droppables who
made Argentina top-heavy are retired, like
Gonzalo Higuain and Sergio Aguero.

Scaloni picks his men carefully, too. Among
a raft of conventional strikers playing in
Europe, Scaloni chose Lautaro Martinez,
whose chief task is to draw defenders out of
their position, dishevel the defensive shape
with clever runs beyond the defence-line and
create space for Messi and Co. to manoeuvre.

Though Argentinais not much of a pressing
side, they storm the final third. In a normal
game sequence, Messi has at least four col-
leagues including the full-backs beside him.
So, he has the freedom to move into empty
spaces or drift wide, or drop deep with quick
passing exchanges. Maybe, it’s this freedom,
the elevation of quality around him, that has
made the gifts of Messi shine brighter than ever
before in the robes of his country and made his
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only unfulfilled dream on a football field look
closer to fulfillment than ever before.

But Messi warns: “The World Cupis very
difficult, many things have to happen (to win
it), and there are many teams that want the
same as us and that are doing well.” He then
allays the fears: “We are eager, we are going
to fight, we are not afraid of anyone because
we are ready to play against anyone, but with
peace of mind.”

There was an unusual rage in his voice
when he uttered those words in a press con-
ference last month. Not desperation but a
burning desire to consummate his last shot
at fulfilling his destiny, the last attempt at
winning the only trophy that has eluded
him, and, predominantly, the last leap to-
wards proving that he is more Argentinian
than any Argentinian.

The pain of Maracana might live on
eternally, but the joy of Doha could
make the memories of that night a little bit
more bearable.
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COASTLINE BIRDING

The white-bellied sea eagle breeds and hunts near water

Looking Up & Doun

The birds in Goa have been keeping to tradition,

without missing a swoop

TREALLY must be among the

most relaxing ways to bird:

swinging gently back and forth in

arocking chair, binoculars (and
beer) by your side, overlooking a
turquoise swimming pool and wonder-
ing if the white-throated kingfisher you
saw, taking a dip here in Goa five years
ago, still does so. To our delight, it turns
up, perching first on the water tank and
then skimming down and sluicing itself
in the water. So, it’s either the same bird
or has passed on the tradition.

There are other birds of course, re-
quiring attention. Sleek, polished black
drongoes skate blithely across the sky
in pairs. You also wonder if the black-
rumped flameback (nee golden-backed
woodpecker) that used to frequent the
tall coconut tree at the end of the gar-
den still does — then you hear the ring-
ing laugh of the bird from the sur-

The sunbirds would shortchange the
heliconia by poking at the base of the
flowers instead of probing the bloom

rounding foliage. With its partner, they
oblige, clamping themselves on to the
trunk and corkscrewing around it, a
beady enquiring eye on you. The local
crow mafiosi do not approve and drive
them away every time, taking panga for
no good reason at all, but then that’s
crows for you.

Even over a span of just a week, you
notice that some birds at least have
fairly fixed routines. The resplendent
purple-rumped sunbirds most cer-
tainly do. In the mornings, a couple
would turn up to breakfast on the hibis-
cus and heliconia. They had found a
way to shortchange the heliconia by
poking at the base of the flowers to get
the nectar they wanted instead of prob-
ing the bloom in the regular way;,
through the front door so to speak, so
the plant could bless them by anointing
their foreheads with pollen — to be
taken to the next bloom, for pollination.

After the first couple of days, I began
worrying about the fate of the brah-
miny kites, as hadn’t seen any as yet,
though the black kites were wheeling
around as usual, and even the shikra

had given me a demo of how to circle
high up in the heavens like a drone, be-
fore speeding off. But then, at last, a pair
of brahminy kites turned up — classy as
always in russet with white heads,
necks and breasts and their slightly
heavy manner of flying. And, then, you
catch just the briefest glimpse of an-
other heavy wing-beater, in black and
white, with a distinctive profile, which
could only belong to the Malabar pied
hornbill. Sadly, it vanishes into the fo-
liage before you can home in on it, but
the silhouette was unmistakable and its
flight pattern different to that of the
flutter-glide of the grey hornbill, which
you spot quite regularly.

Of course, you have to get off your
butt from time to time — you are in
Goa, after all. So, inspired by Sejal
Mehta’s gem of a book, Superpowers on
the Shore (Penguin Viking; 2022),1 de-
cided to give birds a
break and focus instead
on the little critters that
scurried around on the
shoreline of the beach.
The sea had other ideas,
because the tide was gal-
loping in like a cavalry
charge and there was not
atide-poolin sight.
Grimly, head down, I focused on the
sand and noticed what looked like
thousands of tiny, white pinkie, finger-
nail-sized shells all over the place. As
the waves came in and then withdrew,
schools of tiny fish slipped sinuously
through the shallows, looking exactly
like children running away after mak-
ing mischief.

On our visit here, six years ago, the
tide had gone out, and left behind crabs
and starfish on the gleaming wet sand.
Now, we walked towards the northern
end of the beach, where on a tree at the
edge of the beach I had seen a magnifi-
cent white-bellied sea-eagle. I was just
mentioning this to my sister and looked
up to point at the tree, when there,
right in front of us, near a couple of fish-
ing boats on the sand, this enormous
white-bellied sea-eagle does ademo of
adiving pickup and take-off, soaring up
into the blue with powerful wing-
beats, a fish (probably from the fishing
nets set out to dry, near the boats) in its
talons, pursued by a crow and leaving
me completely at sixes and sevens as
whether to look up or down!

As writer-director Vasan Bala returns with a crime caper, Monica, O My Darling, he
talks about subverting noir tropes, and his ‘rogue’ interpretation of Satyajit Ray’s story

‘THESE DAYS,
PEOPLE BACK
PROJECTS
NOT VISION’

Alaka Sahani

HE PULPY crime noir Monica, O
My Darling, directed by Vasan
Bala, has emerged as something
thata doctor would recommend
to those craving old-world Hindi
cinema potboilers. An adaptation of Keigo
Higashino’s Japanese novel Burutasu No
Shinzou (1989), this Netflix release is about
a robotics expert, who is from a small town
with a big dream, getting entangled in a
botched-up murder plan. Some may even
call it a diabolical game of snakes and lad-
ders where the players are deceitful and des-
perate to grab a bigger slice of the pie.

After his last feature Mard Ko Dard Nahi
Hota (2018), a quirky action movie, Bala, 45,
has cemented his reputation as the maker of
idiosyncratic but entertaining tales with the
success of Monica... In this interview, he speaks
of his big ensemble cast, the music in his film
and working with Sriram Raghavan. Excerpts:

What was your reaction when you first
read Monica, O My Darling’s script?
When Yogesh Chandekar, who has writ-
ten the script, narrated it to me, Iwas hooked
toallits twists and turns; [ knew [ wanted to
direct this movie. The book was chosen by
Sriram Raghavan for adaptation and that was
another reason why I was drawn to it.

You wrote your previous two features,
Peddlers (2012) and Mard Ko Dard Nahi
Hota. How was the experience of
working with a script writer?

There is only a slight difference at the ini-
tial stage because I hadn’t worked on it from
scratch. During the reading, one can make out
what's not working. With each reading, we
tweaked something. I'm glad I took it on since
this experience has given me the confidence
to work with other like-minded people.

What was challenging about working
with an ensemble cast?

Due to the second wave, our schedule
went haywire. Huma (Qureshi) had to shoot
a certain number of days before leaving the
city.Radhika (Apte) could travel from London
only after a particular time. It so happened
that all the big scenes, in the second half of
the movie, were actually shot first. We didn’t
have the luxury of shooting chronologically.

Was Radhika Apte’s character of a
corrupt cop supposed to be a female
from the beginning?

Yes, I really wanted Radhika to play the role
of ACP Naidu. So,  tweaked it a bit to suit her.

All the women characters in the film
have strong personas.

Monica, O My Darling is my toughest film,
in that sense. Traditionally, noir is entrenched
in misogyny. From where do terms such as
femme fatale and gold digger come? From a
deep-seated patriarchy. I wanted the char-
acters to be interesting, flawed and complex.
Huma has an amazing personality that flows
on screen. Similarly, Iwanted the characters
essayed by Zayn Marie Khan and Akansha
Ranjan Kapoor to speak to the audience.

With Qureshi’s character Monica, are
you trying to subvert the idea of the
femmefatale?

Being subversive, at times, can seem pa-
tronising. In fact, noir women in certain
movies — for instance Gilda (1946) — have
been fighting misogyny in their own way.
Huma'’s character thinks she is absolutely
right in doing what she wants. The idea was
toexpress the truth of her character — we are
not judging her. She has gone through hard-
ships. Only she knows what's right for her.

Tell us about the retro feel of composer
Achint Thakkar’s music, which plays a
significant role in the film.

For the film’s music, I wanted to go back
to the era of Shankar-Jaikishan and RD

TOTALRECALL
(Top) Director Vasan Bala; a still from Monica, O My Darling

Burman. While Burman is celebrated,
Shankar-Jaikishan are kind of forgotten even
though they had an amazing range. We
wanted to create music that contemporary
listeners will also enjoy.

For Monica... we have used orchestra

singers, who often try to sound like the es-
tablished singers. Anupama Srivastava, who
has sung Yeh ek zindagi, is not an imitator
though she is a fan of Asha Bhosle. She is liv-
ing that style. Similarly, for Farsh pe khade,
we found Sagnik Sen, who does ‘Hemant

Kumar nights’ in Kolkata.

There is an obvious Johnny Gaddaar
(2007)vibe in certain scenes.

[ absolutely love Sriram and the casting,
dialogue and music of that film. He has ded-
icated his life to making films of a particular
genre, There is no one like him. He is an ab-
solute master. I am glad that we canbe in the
same room as him and be privy to his
process.

The fight scene between Qureshi and
Rajkummar Rao is one of the highlights
of Monica, O My Darling.

For Raj’s character, killing someone is not
easy, especially when it's Monica. I wanted
Monica to be physically strong. So, it's a con-
test of equals. The challenge was to start it in
alighter vein and keep amplifying the inten-
sity. Raj and Huma treaded the line so well.
Never once did they make it look like slapstick.

You had once said that producers find
your writing strange and don’t know
what to do with it. Has that changed?

Itis a slow and steady process. People like
Sanjay Routray (producer of Monica...) have
warmly embraced my work and given me
complete freedom. They gave me a script that
they had developed and let me make it my
own. People back projects these days, not vi-
sion. But Routray and Netflix have extended
that kind of support to me.

Since the movie’s release, people have
been spotting and sharing many film
references and tributes in it.

We were sure during the pre-production
stage that we would be putting these in the
background. Some acting tributes were im-
provised. For instance, Huma asking Raj to say:
“Monica, jaan meri” (which is a hat-tip to the
famous scene from the 2004-movie Magbool
featuring Irrfan and Tabu). Discovering these
references can go on forever. People can make
their own assumptions. That's how [ have con-
sumed cinema, like many others.

The movie has reminded many of old
Hindi entertainers. Do you believe that
we have moved away from them?

[ am a product of old-school cinema. |
don’t think we have moved away from that.
Every generation will come up with its own
voice. There was a time when every film had
songs. Then came a time when we didn’t
watch songs. It’s cyclical in that sense.
However, filmmakers shouldn’t fall into the
trap of what the market needs.

You received some extreme reactions for
your interpretation of Satyajit Ray’s
story in the Netflix series Ray. How did
you process that?

Ifyou are touching Ray, you should expect
those brickbats. I didn’t want to make it as a
sincere, front-bencher. It was always going to
be arogue interpretation. But it did find love
from some unexpected quarters.I can’t touch
Ray’s movies. ButifThave to adapt his stories,
then I have to make it my way. If [ try to be like
him, Iwill falter. In spite of the criticism, I ap-
preciated the child-like love people have for
Ray. It’s the child in them that makes them
hate this interpretation. Because it’s their
childhood memory that has been tampered
with. If1adapt his story again, [ will probably
make it the same way or even more intense.

What are the movies you wish you could
have made?

Even if we wish, we can’t recreate what
the masters have done. For instance, the
songs in Johny Mera Naam (1970) are so per-
fect. For my generation, Mr India (1987)
would be the movie that one aspires to recre-
ate. It presented a very different palette. Till
then, we had drama and an angry Amitabh
Bachchan. By blending Brahmachari (1968)
with Star Wars (1977-), Shekhar Kapoor cre-
ated something that we had not seen. Mr
India has the scope for reinterpretation al-
though hardcore fans may not agree.

Bend it like a Dogon

Could black magic be the reason why India doesn’t play in the football world cup?

Peeyush Sekhsaria

IN'WESTERN Africa, there is the land-locked
country of Mali, about one-seventh the size
of India, a large portion of which is made up
of the largest desert in the world, the Sahara.
A river, the Niger, cuts across the country,
passing the port town of Mopti to undertake
a journey into the heart of the Sahara. Just
south-east of Mopti, the river's flood plains
rise gently into a large plateau that ends dra-
matically in the cliffs of Bandiagara.

At the edge and base of these cliffs, inhabit
an ancient people called the Dogon. In 2001,
[ started a master’s in architecture in France
during whichIworked to build a school with
the Dogon village of Begnematou. The Dogon
were great storytellers and lived with a great
sense of fun and curiosity. Even for the ones
that had barely travelled, India was the land
of films, of Vijay and Jimmy, heroes from our
yesteryear Bollywood films. They loved the
song-and-dance routines and found Indian
film heroines to be the most beautiful in the
world. They were impressed with India’s
sheer size,and some, who had travelled, were
in awe of its progress in the field of comput-
ers. But for everybody, irrespective of age, ed-
ucation or travel exposure, the most impor-
tant part was that India was the land of black
magic and as an extension, every Indian

therefore, a black magician. The Dogon, them-
selves, were famous for their magical pow-
ers, masked dancers and a complex cosmol-
ogy. However, with a mix of awe and
disappointment, they told me, “We Dogon
are powerful magicians, but you Indians are
even more powerful. What we Dogon do is
red magic and what you Indians master is
black magic! Red is powerful, but black is
most powerful.” And, just before I could

explain thatI haven't come acrossitin my life,
they would smile and slip in, “Eh, my friend,
you will teach me no, before you go... some
black magic?” The conversation usually end-
ing in peals of laughter. But, sometimes, I did
feel that they took this black magic business
quite seriously.

Backpacking was popular in the region
with many young Dogon men working as
guides. Getting a Japanese tourist was a lot-
tery, you could ask them for any amount and
they would agree, never bargaining and al-
ways polite to a fault. One guide would rush
toward me, whenever he saw me, hold my
hand and place it on his head, and say, “You
are my black magician. Bless me. Every time
I get your blessing, I get a Japanese tourist!”
He got Japanese tourists three times inarow!
That freaked me out a bit and I stopped going
to the restaurant where the guides would
hang out.

Meanwhile, football was a popular sport
in the region. The Malian national football
team called The Eagles. Their archrivals were
the neighbouring country of Ivory Coast. One
evening, in the village of Begnematou, I was
asked, “Indiais such abig country, soadvanced
incomputers, how is it that India doesn’t play
in the football world cup?” They all looked at
me with great interest, as if awaiting some
grand revelation. I was taken aback, but I at-
tempted a reply, “India had no sporting
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(Clockwise from above) Welders at work; an illustration by
Mali children depicting their favourite sport, football; a Dogon

with a hedgehog
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culture, we do not value sport. There is only
one sportand thatis cricket.” My response met
with silence; they were not impressed.

After a few moments of silence, one of
them said, “Wait, this is no reason, we will tell
youwhy!” A story was brewing. “Once upon
atime, India was at the FIFA World Cup. If they
lost, they would be eliminated. The Indian de-
fence had failed, the forwards were messing
up, the midfielders were lost, and the opposi-
tion was scoring at will. The Indian goalkeeper
was quietly observing all this.” Our narrator
stopped to pause and work the twist in the
tale. “But you know Indians, the Indian goal-
keeper was a powerful black magician. To him,
it was clear that something dramatic needed
to be done. With his black magic, he turned
the football into a snake. The Indian players
who saw this, treated the ball with respect and
maintained a distance. However, for the op-
position, it was just a ball. Soon, one after an-
other, their players were rolling on the ground
writhing in pain. The opposition team and the
matchreferees couldn’t understand what was
going on. They panicked, and the match was
called off. India was saved from elimination!
However, somebody among the spectators
also knew some black magic and he could tell
what was going on. He spilled the beans to
FIFA, who banned India for life!” My Dogon
friend caught his breath and continued, “So
you see, black magicis the reason that Indiais
not playing in the FIFA World Cup.” There was
a triumphant pause, and we all burst out
laughing. Though, to this day, [ am quite sure
that most of them believed the story!

The writer is an amateur naturalist,
architect and geographer by training
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Anish Gawande

HE EDUCATION of Yuri is the first
book I sit down to read as I move
into a new house in New Delhi. I
seem to have brought the Bombay
monsoons with me, and the con-
stant clatter of raindrops falling on a tin terrace
next door provides the perfect setting to em-
bark upon Jerry Pinto’s sometimes awkward,
often funny — but always moving — coming-
of-age novel set in Bombay in the 1980s.
Ifyou have read Pinto’s earlier works, The
Education of Yuri offers a comfortingly famil-
iar assortment of characters who clumsily
navigate life in the big city. Surrounding our
college-going, khadi langot-wearing, aspir-
ing poet Yuri Fonseca is an array of peculiar
Bombaywallas: Tio Julio and Mumtaz,
Bhavna and Arif, Luigi and Muzzumil. On first
encounter, each one appears almost caricat-
ural. They drink country liquor on terraces of
abandoned buildings in Breach Candy;, flirt
with Naxalism in secret meetings at nonde-
script libraries, watch rock musical Tommy
inelegant Colaba flats, and ponder the mean-

MAXIMUM CITY
A deserted Churchgate Railway Station

Living and Loving in Bombay

With his new novel, Jerry Pinto has proved, yet again,
that he is one of the finest chroniclers of a Bombay gone by

ing of love between Mahalaxmi and
Churchgate station. What sets them apart is
Pinto’s uncanny ability to put them through
intricate trials and tribulations, which draws
them out into making unexpected decisions
and make his characters jump off the page
as living, breathing individuals.

Early on, you realise that the novel’s pro-
tagonist isn’t Yuri but Bombay itself. “The
British city looked back at them out of a hun-
dred blind windows, encased in Malad
stone,” writes Pinto, as he describes a city in
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| that now exist only in their storied descrip-

tions. Yuri ambles from one bookstore to an-
other. At the New and Second-hand Book
Centre, he picks up Eunice De Souza’s Fix.
From the venerable Mr Shanbhag at Strand
Book Stall, he gets himself a copy of Nissim
Ezekiel's Hymns in Darkness, at a “thirty per
cent discount.” As verses from the assort-
ment of books he collects rattle by in quick
succession, [ am grateful for the copy of Jeet
Thayil’s magisterial Penguin Book of Indian
Poets sitting by my bedside table.

transition. Yuri forges unusual friendships THE EDUCATION For a Bombay boy who has grown up in
on Bullet rides between Bandra and Fort, OF YURI the warm afterglow of the heyday of the
plods along the hallowed steps of the ~BYJERRY PINTO city’s bustling literary scene, this is a delicious
Jehangir Art Gallery, and meets his future ~ Speaking Tiger —almost voyeuristic — peek into another era
mentee within the cramped confinesofare- 408 pages from one of its last remaining interlocutors.
lief camp in Bhiwandi. Yet, this isn’t mere 3599 After all, most of the stalwarts who graced

nostalgia: Pinto’s depiction of Bombay is
characterised by an exceptional alienating
affection for a home that one has struggled to
claim as their own.

There is a part urgent, partindulgent urge
to fervently document the rapidly disappear-
ing institutions that have shaped his own
adolescence. Coffees at Samovar and Cafe
Naaz become quiet homages to experiences

DURING MY childhood, an elderly relative
in the neighbourhood would often tell us
stories about his days in the Indian Air
Force. Partly annoyed at being disrupted in
the middle of our games, we would retort,
“Appooppa (grandpa), you have told this
before” and return to playing.

I recollected this with guilt as I read
1971. 1999. War Stories, riveting accounts
by war veterans put together by Air
Commodore (retd)Nitin Sathe. It'sabook
that was born out of the author’s interac-
tion with those who fought the 1971
Bangladesh Liberation War and 1999
Kargil War. The author, son of an Army
colonel who served as a helicopter pilot
with the IAF, has dug into the memories

of war veterans, most of them septuage-
narians now, to bring to light untold stories
and introduce us to these unsung heroes.
A 1971 veteran explains how the first
strike on East Pakistan on their fuel-stor-
age tanks in the south of Dhaka was car-
ried out by a helicopter and transport air-
craft, lighting up landing areas with a
Petromax lamp at an abandoned airfield
near Tripura. “The armament was deliv-

Chandra Mohan Singla. Air Commodore

SHELF LIFE
Acts of Valour §

1971.1999. WAR

ered on target and the fuel dump burst STORIES pending on telephone calls from station
into flames... The mission wasrecovered.. ~ BY AIR CMDE masters at Jodhpur and Barmer railway
and Indira Gandhi’s recorded speech of ~ NITIN SATHE stations for early warning about enemy
declaration of war wentonairassoonas  Vitasta aircraft in Khokhrapar, doing last rites of
Delhi received the news of the successof 232 pages; fallen brothers on the site, were among
the mission,” says Air Commodore 3525 the innumerable challenges of the 1971

the hallowed corridors of Elphinstone
College are now dead. The delightful Soonu
Kapadia, cheekily named Soonu Goradia in
the novel, who was my own English teacher
and instilled in me an enduring love for
Tennessee Williams and John Donne, for in-
stance, passed away less than a year ago. But
as she exchanges ridiculous quips of “away
you three-inch fool” and “poisonous bunch-
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backed companion” with the daunting
Mehroo Jussawalla in the staffroom, I canal-
most see the twinkle in her eyes glimmer
through the pages.

With The Education of Yuri, Pinto has
proved — yet again — that he is one of the
finest chroniclers of a Bombay gone by. Very
few novels, after all, have the ability to com-
mand an almost unflinching loyalty so soon
after the last page has been turned. I am ready
to forgive Yuri's tortured verses, telling my-
self that we have all once written froma place
of teenage angst.1am evenready to overlook
his often tedious quest to understand his own
sexuality with a passing dash of annoyance.

There’s an almost familial familiarity as|
give the book pride of place in a newly pur-
chased bookshelf that now takes up an entire
wallin my bedroom. The rains have stopped,
but I know that I now have a little window
that will let me breathe in a Bombay I want,
one day, to claim as my own.

Anish Gawande is a writer and a translator. He is
the director of the Dara Shikoh Fellowship and the
curator of Pink List India, the country’s first archival
record of politicians supporting LGBTQIA+ rights

Jawahar Lal Bhargava, a fighter pilot who
| had to eject on enemy territory from a
damaged aircraft, recollects how he aban-
doned his heavy G-suit and changed into
salwar kameez to blend with the local
population. He had some Pakistani cur-
rency, a few bottles of water and a knife
from his survival pack. When asked by a
villager, he said he was a flight lieutenant
with the Pakistani Air Force, Mansoor Ali
s Khan (Pataudi), borrowing the name of
his childhood friend.
If mosquito-infested living spaces, de-

war, during Operation Vijay in Kargil, the

challenge was putting up a fight at the
high altitude. The Kargil war unfolded be-
fore the people through television. “..we
were behaving like heroes in action
movies... of course, our hearts missed a
beat or two as we got into our cockpits...”
says Group Captain Alok Chauhan.

The book offers an interesting peek
into the war of 1971 that was fought with
basic weaponry, and, in 1999, with better
equipment but on tougher terrain. The
common protagonist in all the stories are
grit, determination and an exemplary will
to fulfil one’s duty. For serving and aspir-
ing soldiers, the book offers crucial in-
sights, while for those who have retired
after a life of service, it is a treasure trove
of memories to be recollected over and
over again.

YAMINI NAIR

The Ways of the Sufi

In her new book, Rana Safvi, maps a millennium of shared spirituality

Raza Mir

Ye masaail-e tasawwuf,
ye tera bayaan, Ghalib
Tujhe hum wali samajhte,
Jjonabaada-khwaar hota

(These scholarly Sufi discussions, and your
speech, Ghalib, you thinker
We would have thought you a saint, had
you not been a wine drinker!)

THE ABOVE lines by Ghalib, characteristically
mischievous, also point to the fact that the
bard of 19th-century India thought of him-
self as being close to the Sufi tradition. Indeed,
Indian Sufism, which traces its origin to the
12th century CE, was quite mature in the na-
tion’s ethos by Ghalib’s time. A great number
of dargahs already dotted the landscape of
the subcontinent. These included the shrine

of Baba Fariduddin Ganjshakar (1188-1266)
in Pakpattan, Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti’s
(1143-1236) resting place in Ajmer, the mau-
soleum of Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya (1238-
1325)in Delhi,and even as far south as Nagore
in present day Tamil Nadu, where Hazrat
Syed Shahul Hameed (d. 1570) was wel-
comed by the king of Thanjavur with a land
grant to build a khanqgah, or seminary. The last
named saint is revered as “Nagore Andavar”
by locals and is one among thousands of ex-
amples where Hindus and Muslims continue
to share sacred spaces in India.

The word ‘Sufi’ has arather prosaic mean-
ing. It literally refers to “the act of wearing
wool,” perhaps referring to the shawls worn
by the itinerant preachers who travelled the
length and breadth of the Middle East, Central
Asia and South Asia. These holy men (and a
few women such as Rabia Basri) were not
afraid to venture into lands where they knew
neither language nor custom, begged for their

sustenance, and often spoke in incomprehen-
sible metaphors. Yet, not only did many of
them attract large multitudes of followers,
they alarmed local rulers enough that several
were put to death. The execution of Nurullah

The Keepers
of the Past

An ethnographic study of the
Archaeological Survey of India
explores its history and hierarchy

Rajat Ray

N BUREAUCRATIC Archaeology, an ethnographic study

of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), Ashish

Avikunthak shows how the work of archaeologists,

originally supposed to be scholarly, has degenerated
into a performance of official duty. Instead of promoting
professional and creative acts of intellectual inquiry, this
“normalises” the work into mere occupation.

Archaeologists are moulded into typical government
officers within a rigid hierarchical structure. Being a bu-
reaucracy, the workforce becomes prone to disenchant-
ment and corruption. Such an “obedient” national-level
agency eventually becomes an useful apparatus to serve
the political agenda of the government of the day.

The ASIfounded in 1861 by engineer Alexander
Cunningham, its first director-general, was formalised in
1902 by Lord Curzon as a new department with three
branches — Conservation of Monuments; Exploration &
Research and Epigraphy & Numismatics, and archaeologist
John Marshall as the third director-general. The
Exploration & Research branch was meant to study human
history and culture, through the excavation of sites and the
analysis of artefacts. A close study of Marshall’s work be-
tween 1902 and 1928 can show how he negotiated the
challenging dichotomy between office administration and
archaeological practice, and maintained a scholarly image
of the ASI, over and above juggling between conservation
and archaeology and against disruptive attacks.

In 1939, Sir Leonard Woolley, an international expert
in archaeology, invited by the government for an ap-
praisal, scathingly chided Marshall and his progeny for
their “incompetence”. He, however, prophesied, “India
will, in a short space of time, be in possession of a first-
class archaeological service. The material for such a
service is ready to hand and it
only requires to be trained and
organised to be of the utmost
value” (Current Science,
September 1939). This paved the
way for the legendary Sir
Mortimer Wheeler to become
the (eighth) director-general in
1944. He converted ASI into an
archaeological service, with each
part blindly following its role.

Wheeler imposed a strict ad-
ministrative hierarchy and made

BUREAUCRAT'Q the system work like a disci-
é$§‘?EAES%IT|g|\?gE plined machine. His stratigraphic
ANDPASTIN documentation, mapping, draw-
POSTCOLONIAL ing gmd notipg were the hallmark
INDIA of his organisation, as were the
BY ASHISH meticulous handling, processing
and classification of portable
AVIKUNTHAK artefacts, and their aesthetic pic-
Cambridge toral displays. The body contin-
University Press ues somewhat in this fashion but

358 pages; 39,936 with Wheeler’s departure in
1948, the ruthless yet philosoph-
ical ‘mind’ working as the spine of the ASI was lost.

The most original part of the book is Avikunthak’s nar-
ration of his ethnographic investigation of archaeologists
in six chapters out of nine. He spent almost two years at
an archaeological camp, staying with workers, and, being
an archaeologist himself, even participated in their work.
His informants candidly tell him how they often mechan-
ically follow the regimes set by senior archaeologists, who
inturn, learned from Wheeler, and how being bound by
administrative work affects their individual research.

The book also covers the story behind the Saraswati
Heritage Project of 2012-13 (where Avikunthak did his
research), which upholds the primacy of the Vedic civili-
sation and challenged the Aryan invasion theory. It also
discusses the Ayodhya Ram Janmabhoomi excavation
project, launched in 2002, meant to authenticate the ex-
istence of a Ram temple. Avikunthak argues that the ASI
legacy has dwindled to a “scientific-craft” rather than
being a science or even a philosophy. As a result, it re-
mains a servant of ideologies while seeming to serve the
writing of history. The book is an easy read, with under-
tones of irony and tongue-in-cheek humour. It seems
the writer’s expectation to build a powerful counter-
theoretical discourse from the periphery of the Euro-
American centre is defeated. To him, this is part of a
larger intellectual crisis of the discipline itself. But, in the
process, in the book, we have a remarkable piece of aca-
demic work. We get a sense of his disenchantment with
that world: he is happy to dedicate the book to the Dalit
labourers on site, who are hardly likely to read it.

Rajat Ray is professor of architecture, Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University, Delhi

practice. Her writing is often imbued with a
winsome visuality. Consider for example, the
description of the Sarkhej Roza, a shrine in
Gujarat: “These square panels were pat-
terned in three ways: geometric, curvilinear,
or a combination of both. Floral motifs were
also used to heighten the sense of being ina
garden — as that is how paradise is also de-
scribed. In the tomb of Sheikh Ghaus
Gwaliori, there are over a hundred panels
with one screen comprised of both geomet-
rical and stylized designs.” Such descriptions

Shustari by emperor Jahangir in Agra,orthe  INSEARCHOFTHE  bring the shrines to life in a unique manner.
beheading of Sarmad Kashani by Aurangzeb ~ DIVINE: LIVING Safvi has clearly travelled the length and
are but two examples of the fate that befell HISTORIESOF breadth of India to describe a variety of
some of these personages in India, oftenon ~ SUFISMININDIA shrines, some immensely popular, others
the charge of apostasy. However, suchactsof ~ BY RANA SAFVI forlorn and forgotten.

terror often had the opposite effect; the pop-  Hachette India The book offers valuable source material
ularity of these saints often soared after their 432 pages to those who are interested in the history of
deaths, resulting in shrines, festivals,and sto- 599 Sufism in India, its various orders (Chishti,

ries about their miracles.

In In Search of the Divine: Living Histories of
Sufismin India, Rana Safvi has attempted the
daunting task of mapping out the Sufi tradi-
tions in the subcontinent. Combining per-
sonal testimony with a taxonomy of the dif-
ferent silisilahs of Sufism, Safvi weaves
together a narrative that combines history
and geography, myth and contemporary

Qadiriyya, Suhrawardiyya, Nagshbandi, and
other minor traditions), its linkages to the
family of Prophet Mohammad, and its inter-
linkages with Hindu traditions. Consider, for
example, a conversation she reports with a
caretaker of a shrine in Kakori in Uttar
Pradesh: “Once he (Shah Kazim Qalandar)
was in a state of deep anxiety when he saw
Krishnaji in his dream. He said, ‘I want

New Delhi

death.’ Krishnaji soothed him and said: Tum
amar ho (You are immortal), suggesting that
someone whose heart is lit up with love is
freed of the bondage of time and space, life
and death.”

These heartwarming depictions of anin-
tertwined spirituality offer a space of opti-
mism at a time when inter-religious rela-
tions in India assume more and more of a
fraught dimension.

If I had one complaint with the book, it
had to do with the relentlessly rosy picture it
depicted, not just of Sufi myth but current
practice. There is no mention of shrine care-
takers duping gullible pilgrims, of them prey-
ing on the desperate by offering impossible
cures, of rampant misogyny on the part of
some administrators and so forth.

However, these are minor quibbles. The
book itself is a bravura performance that
maps the world of Sufism for both the neo-
phyte and the serious researcher. By writing
it, Safvi has done us all a singular service.

Raza Mir teaches management at William
Paterson University, USA. He is the author of
several books of translation and literary criticism
on Urdu poetry as well as the novel, Murder at

the Mushaira
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PERSONAL

I,Ashwani Kumar
Rana,S/0,N0.2673601X Rank
HAV Lt. Vijay Singh Rana R/0,C-
222,Pandav Nagar,0Opposite
Main Mother-Dairy,Shakarpur
Baramad,Delhi-92,have
changed my,name to Ashwani
Ranavide-
affidavit,dt.19.11.22,before.Del
hi.

0040641696-4

1,MH.RAIS AHMED,S/O.NAEEM
AHMED, HOUSE.NO-
454,GALI.NO-20 JAFFRABAD
NORTH EAST DELHI
110053,changed my name to
RAIS AHMED, for all,future
Purposes

0040641644-3

I, Mahesh Kumar Chawla, S/o
Jaman Lal Chawla, R/0 K-68 B,
Second Floor, Kalkaji, New
Delhi-110019, have changed
my name to Mahesh Chawla.

0070813717-1

1,SAFIQ S/O ABDUL RASID,R/0
G-1/55,GALINO.1,SITA
PURI,PART-2,PALAM
VILLAGE,DELHI-
110045.CHANGED MY NAME TO
SAFIQ AHMAD.

0040641644-6

1,LAKKARAJU SOWJANYA
LAKSHMI,SPOUSE
OF,LAKKARAJU MANIKANTA
SWAMY,R/0.D.N0.6-62,
AGANAMPUDI,VISAKHAPATNA
M,AP-530046,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME,FROM LAKKARAJU
SOWJANYA LAKSHMITO
GOLLAVILLISOWJANYA
LAKSHMI,VIDE-AFFIDAVIT
DATED-19/11/2022,BEFORE
NCT-DELHI.

0040641644-11

l, Girish Raghav, S/o Yashvir
Singh Raghav, R/0 A-410,
Panchachuli Apartments, Sec-
61, Noida, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, U.P., have changed my
name to Girish Kumar Singh
Raghav for all future
purposes. 0070813791-1

l,Bhupendra Kour W/o Surinder
Singh R/0-H.N0.899/A, Sector-
29, faridabad, have changed
my name to Bhupinder Kaur
forall purposes. 0040641630-1

I,Yudhvir Choudhary S/0
Hardan Singh R/0.A-
245,Khanpur Devli Road,0Opp.
Ambe Bajaj Showroom,New
Delhi-110062,Have Changed
my Name to Yudhvir Singh.

0040641681-5

I,Kritika D/0o-Rajesh
Sharma,R/0:BE-116,Gali No-
2,Harinagar,New Delhi-
110064,Have Changed My
Name to Kritika Sharma,for all
Purposes.

0040641644-8

l,Sumana Devi

W/0,N0.2673601X Rank HAV Lt.
Vijay Singh Rana R/0,C-
222,Pandav Nagar,0pposite
Main Mother-Dairy,Shakarpur
Baramad,Delhi-92,have
changed my,name to Suman
Ranavide-
affidavit,dt.19.11.22,before.Del
hi

0040641696-5

1,Khushboo Satyanarain
Sharma,D/o Satyanarain
Sharma,R/0.H.N0.32/2,
Gaushala-Road,
Mahendragarh,Haryana-
123029,have changed my
name to Khushboo Sharma.

0040641699-2

Ihitherto known as Sanjay
Kumar alias Sanjay
Manchanda S/o Late Shri M.L.
Manchandaresiding at D-6/35
JVasant Vihar,Delhi-110057
have Changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
Sanjay Manchanda.itis
certified that | have complied
with other legal requirements
inthis connection.

0040641629-1

I,Kavita W/o Satpal Lakra R/o
Plot.No.434/5,near shishu
wala Talaab Village Mundka
Delhi-110041 changed my
name to Kavita Lakra.

0040641669-2

1,CIDRALA BALA PRABHU,son
of,Chidrala Venkateswara
Rao,Presently,residing at-17-
116,Kothapeta,Bus Stand
Back-Side,Nuzvid, Krishna-
District,Andhra Pradesh-
521201,have changed my
name,from CIDRALA BALA
PRABHU to CHIDRALA BALA
PRABHU,Vide-affidavit,date-
18-11-22. 0040641696-11

1,Shalini alias Bholi Puri,D/0
Yashpal,W/o Ajay Puri,R/047,
Block-AB, Shalimar Bagh,
North West Delhi,Delhi-
110088,have changed my
name to Bholi Puri,forall
future purposes.

0040641699-4

l,Jitender Kumar Maurya R/0-G-
10/209, Sangam Vihar New
Delhi-110062 have changed my
minor son’s name from Vishal
to Vishal Kumar Maurya for,all
purposes.

0040641638-1

ISat Pal Singh S/o Late Sh.
Bhoop Singh R/0 H.N0.11/40,
VPO Siraspur, Delhi-110042
have changed my name to
Satpal for all purposes.

0040641625-5

l,Satyanarain Umadutt Sharma
S/0 Umadutt Sharma,R/0
H.No.32/2, Gaushala-
Road,Mahendragarh,
Haryana-123029 have changed
my name to Satyanarain
Sharma.

0040641699-1

l,Ishrat S/0O Liyakat Ali,R/0-634
A-Block, Gali.No-3,Loni
Sangam-Vihar,
Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh-
201102,Have Changed my
Name to Ishrat Ansari.

0040641681-4

IRaj Kumari, Rajkumari
Harishchandra Gharukh W/0O,
Harish Singh R/0 1/59, Roshan
Garden, Old Kakrola Road,
Najafgarh, Delhi - 110043 have
changed my nameto
Rajkumari Singh for all
purposes. 0040641543-1

l,Sarjeet singh S/o-Duli
ChandAdd-Adhana Patti,near
bus stand,village -
tigaonTigaon(95),Tigaon
Faridabad Haryana-
121101,have changed my
name to Sarjeet adhana.

0040641681-6

I,HASEENA BEGAM,W/0
ASHRAF HUSSAIN,R/O C-
22/B,NEW BANGLOW
ROAD,ADARSH NAGAR,DELHI-
110033.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO HASEENA BEGUM.

0040641644-4

IRahul Alias Sagar Kumar S/o
Ashok Singh R/0 84, Murari
Nagar, Khurja, Bulandshahr,
Uttar Pradesh-203131, have
changed my name to Sagar
Kumar. 0070813760-1

l,Sachin Kumar S/o-Sh.Rishi
Kumar Gupta R/0-H-53,New
Govind Pura,Chander
Nagar,Delhi-110051,have
changed my name to SACHIN
KUMAR GUPTA,for all purpose.

0040641681-2

l,Satpal S/0 Mehtab Singh R/o
Plot.N0.434/5,near shishu
wala Talaab Village Mundka
delhi110041,changed my
name to Satpal Lakra.

0040641669-1

IMeenu Talwar W/o0-Vikram
Kapoor R/0-D-6,Tulsi
Apartment, Sector-14, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 have changed my
name to Priyanka Kapoor for
all purposes. 0040641631-1

1,SUSHMA RANI W/O-LALIT
KUMARR/0 30/7,BLOCK-
30,ASHOK NAGAR,TILAK
NAGAR,DELHI-110018,have
changed my name to ANJALI.

0040641644-9

1,Gurpreet Singh,S/O-Trilochan
Singh R/0-H.N.9,Second-
Floor,Shivpuri,Delhi-
110051,Have Changed My
Name To Gurpreet Singh
Dadiala,For All Purposes.

0040641696-2

I Amit Shantaram Varude S/o
Shantaram Varude R/o H.No-
136, Maruti Galli, Post- Hudali,
Tehsil - Belagavi, Distt-
Belagavi, Karnataka-590016,
have changed my name to
Amit Shankar Sontakki

0070813776-1

SITUATION VACANT

APPOINTMENT
NCPE COLLEGE OF LAW

(Run by Mahavira Pupils
Education Society)

(To be Affiliated to Ch. Charan
Singh University, Meerut)
Required Following Faculty of

(5 years integrated
Course) for the session 2023-24

Principal-1 No.

(Ph.D. with 15 years teaching
experience in law college

Assistant Professor
in Law - 6 No.

Assistant Professor
(English, History, Hindi,
Pol.Sci., Economics, Sociology)
12 Nos. (Qualification As per
UGC & University Norms)

Nots:

(1)Educational qualification as
per BCl, UGC & University
Norms.

(2)Salary as per U.P. Govt. &
University Norms. Please send
your resume along with photo
and all testimonials latest by
05-12-2022 for the below
mentioned address.

College Campus:
Jawahar Vidhyalya Road, Vill.
Dhoom Manikpur, Near Dadri,

Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar -
203207, U.P.
Administrative Office:

Main Road, I-Block Market,
Sector-22, Noida-201301,
G.B. Nagar, U.P.
Mob.: 9467774070,
9818938400, 9718832248
E-mail:
ncpedadri@gmail.comLast

(Dr. Anil Kumar)

Date: 05-12-2022 Director

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Clients Radesh Bhandari S/o
Gurmeet Bhandari R/o JG-3/46C,
Vikas Puri S.0, West Delhi, Delhi-
110018 have disowned her daughtes
Rhythm  Bhandari and Sanna
Bhandari and wife Meenakshi
Bhandari from their all movable and
immovable properties @ Business &
Banking and my Clients have also
Severed their all relations with them
due to their mis-behavior & bad
conduct. Anybody dealing with them
in any manner whatsoever Will be
doing at his/her own cost, risk &
responsibility.
KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl.No.D/748/2014.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Sh. Yogesh Ghai and Smt.

Sushma Ghai R/o 5/3482-A, Ragharpur,

New Delhi-110005 have severed all their

relations/family connections with their

son lIshan Ghai who has been

misbehaving, harassing to their lives and

now onwards my clients have disowned

and disinherited him from inheriting their

moveable and immovable properties. My

aforesaid  clients shall not be

responsible/liable for the acts, conduct
and Deeds of their son.

Sd/-

B.B. Sharma

Advocate

Enrl No. D-25/74

Office: S-204, Ajnara Tower,

LSC, Savita Vihar, Delhi-110092

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
No. S N T-JU-28-2022-23

256 Sig/28/2022-23 Dated: 17.11.2022
Open E-tender is invited by DRM(S&T),
Jodhpur for and on behalf of the
President of India for S&T work. Details
asbelow.1. Name of Work : S&T
associated works in c/w provision of
machine siding at RNV, NOK, and OSN
stations, CTR, TTR and replacement of
switches and crossings in sections of
ADSTE/MTD of JU Division of NW
Railway. 2. Estimated cost of the work :
Rs. 92,36,157/-(R/O); 3. Address of the
NIT Issuing office : SrDSTE/JU NWR,
DRM Office Harish Joshi Marg, Jodhpur.
4. Bid security to be deposited. Rs.
1,84,700/- 5. Last Date & time for
submission of E-tender and opening
of tender : 08.12.2022 Upto 11:00 Hrs.
through E-tendering online submission
on IREPS, Tender will be opened at
15:00 Hrs. 6. Website particulars,
where complete details of tender can
be seen and participated
www.ireps.gov.in Note: This is a
E-Tender, sotenderer can participate
through e-tendering process only on
mentioned website.

961-AN/22
Please join us on ®® /NWRailways

WESTERN RAILWAY

OHE WORK
Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer
(Construction) Western Railway, DRM's
Office, Annex Building 3rd Floor Do-
Batti RATLAM (M.P.) 457 001, invites E-
offer on IREPS portal for tenders as per the
details given below: Tender Notice No.:
EL-C-RTM-2022-04-T. Name of work:
Design, Supply, Erection, Testing
& Commissioning of 25 KV AC
OHE including removal of

PUBLIC NOTICE

infri ts for doubli work

MY CLIENT'S SMT. KRISHNA KUMAR
W/O P P KUMAR AND MS. AKSHI
KUMAR D/O P P KUMAR BOTH R/O C-
4B/70, JANAK PURI, NEW DELHI
110058 ARE JOINT OWNER OF THE
PROPERTY BEARING NO. C-4B/72.
JANAK PURI, NEW DELHI LOST THEIR
PROPERTY DOCUMENTS LE.
ALLOTMENT LETTER, GPA,
AGREEMENT TO SELL, AFFIDAVIT.
POSSESSION LETTER IN MAY 2020.
THE INCIDENT WAS REPORTED TO
THE POLICE VIDE F | R NO 988087/
2022. ANYBODY FOUND THE SAME
KINDLY RETURN TO MY CLIENT. IF
ANYBODY MISUSES THE SAID

DOCUMENTS ~ SHALL BE DEALT
ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF LAND

Sd/-

SHWETA BAKSHI

ADVOCATE

(Enrl no. D-5643/2017)
Ch No. 40, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54.

1,SHADAB S/O-SAFIQ
AHMAD,R/0 30A,FIRST-
FLOOR,BLOCK-J1,CHANAKYA
PLACE,PART-1,DK MOHAN
GARDEN,DELHI-
110059.CHANGED MY NAME TO
SHADAB AHMAD.

0040641644-7

l,Gurpreet Singh Dadiala,S/0O-
Trilochan Singh,R/0O-
H.N.9,Second-Floor,Shivpuri
Delhi-110051,Have Changed
My-Minor Son-Name,From
Jasman Singh To Jasman Singh
Dadiala,For All Purposes.

0040641696-1

| Akanksha D/o Sh. Ram Pratap
Singh Chauhan R/0 203, 389-A,
Masjid Moth, South Ext-II,
South Delhi, Delhi-110049 have
changed my name to
Akanksha Singh for all
purposes. 0040641625-4

I,Ram Singh Yadav S/o Chokhey
Singh R/0-223, Tagore
Park,Delhi-110009 have
changed my nameto
Bachchoo Singh for all
purposes.

0040641669-6

l,Ayush agarwal,S/o0-Babu lal
aggarwal 22,UGF,Anand vihar,
pitampura,North West
Delhi,Delhi-110034,Have
changed my name to Aayush
Aggarwal.

0040641699-3

I,ASRAF HUSSAIN,S/0 ABDUL
AHMAD R/O C-22/B,NEW
BANGLOW ROAD,ADARSH
NAGAR,DELHI-110033.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
ASHRAF HUSSAIN.
0040641644-5

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our Clients M/s
LR Infrahomes (India) Pvt. Ltd. is in process
to mutate the name of Mrs. Mala Sharma
d/o Late Kaushal Kishore Sharma & Late
Neera Sharma in respect of Flat No. D-204,
2nd Floor, Tower-D, in Bluemoon Homes,
Raj Nagar Ext., Ghaziabad, allotted in the
name of Mr. Kaushal Kishore Sharma &
Mrs. Neera Sharma, and subsequently,
after the death of Mr. Kaushal Kishore
Sharma & Mrs. Neera Sharma. Mrs. Mala
Sharma (daughter) and Ms. Shalini Sharma
(daughter) became the owner of above said
flat by virtue of law-of- inheritance and
thereafter, Mrs. Shalini Sharma d/o Late
Kaushal Kishore Sharma & Late Neera
Sharma has issued NOC in favour of her
sister Mrs. Mala Sharma regarding
mutation of flat.

Any person having any right or interest by
way of agreement, sale, contract, or

1,Rajrani W/o-Raj kumar
Jindal,R/0 NS-23, 3rd-
Floor,Mainwala
Nagar,Paschim Vihar,Delhi-
110087,have changed my
name to Raj Rani Jindal.

0040641644-2

l,Angita Rana D/0,N0.2673601X
Rank HAV Lt. Vijay Singh Rana
R/0,C-222,Pandav
Nagar,0pposite Main Mother-
Dairy,Shakarpur
Baramad,Delhi-92,have
changed my,name to Ankita
Rana vide-affidavit
dt.19.11.22,before,Delhi

0040641696-3

I, Meera Jaiswal W/o Sh. Kishori
Sharan Prasad Jaiswal R/o C-
1/27,Near Nav Jeewan School,
Madhu Vihar, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi-110059, Have
Changed my Name From Mira
Jaiswal to Meera Jaiswal For
all Future Purposes.

0040637300-7

I,Rajkumar S/o-Bhaiya Ram
Jindal,R/0 NS-23, 3rd-Floor,
Mainwala Nagar, Paschim
Vihar,Delhi-110087,have
changed my name to Raj
Kumar Jindal.

0040641644-1

I,Rajender Singh S/o Shri Trilok
SinghR/0 H.N0.17/A, Gopal
Nagar, Azapdur, Delhi-110033
have changed my name to
Rajinder Singh

0040641634-1

I,Rahul,S/o-Tara Chand,R/0
X/7582,Galino.11,Amar
mohalla,Gandhi Nagar,East
Delhi,Delhi-110031,have
changed my name from Rahul
to Rahul chand Randhawa for
all future purposes

0040641702-1

l,Rachna Singh W/o Jitendra Pal
Singh R/0-B3/74,Rajasthali
Apartment Madhuban,Chowk
Pitampura Delhi-110034,
changed my name to Rachna
Jaiswar.

0040641669-3

I,PUNITHA W/O ASHOK KUMAR
R/01-4/31,BLOCK-1,POCKET-
4,SECTOR-16, ROHINI, DELHI-
110089,have changed my
name to RITU GOYAL.

0040641644-10

I,Nagma Kumari D/o Radhe
Shyam R/0 A-503 Nanakmata
Udham Singh Nagar
Uttrakhand-262311,have
changed my name to Nagma
Bharti.

0040641669-5

l,Mohammad Kalam Azad S/o-
Mohammad Mannudin
Siddiqui R/0-250-B, Behind
Rama Market Munirka-Village
Delhi-110067,have changed
my name to Kalam Azad.

0040641681-3

I,Manish Goel S/o Madangopal
Agrawal R/0-46,2nd-Floor
Pocket-A-7,Sector-16 Rohini
Delhi-110085,changed my
name to Manish Kumar Goel.

0040641669-4

I,ARIF HUSSAIN,S/0 RASHID
HUSSAIN,R/0-741,Gali Sauda
Giran Ballimaran Delhi,have
changed my nameto
Mohammad Arif,for all
purpose.

0040641696-6

I, VIPIN SINGAL/VIPIN SINGHAL
S/0 PARSHOTAM DASS R/O
HNO.D-133, ASHOK VIHAR
PHASE-1, DELHI-110052.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO VIPIN
KUMAR.

0040641681-1

I, Surbhi Raghav, D/o Rajendra
Singh, R/0 A-410, Panchachuli
Apartments, Sec-61, Noida,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, U.P.,
have changed my name to
Surabhi Singh for all future
purposes.

0070813792-1

1, SHAZADA GULFAM, S/o
NASRUDEEN, R/O- B-532, Gali
No-13/9, Subhash Vihar North
Ghonda, Garhi Mendu, Bhajan
Pura, Seelam Pur, Delhi-110053
have changed my nameto
SHAHZADA GULFAM for all
purposes.

0070813761-1

I, Neha Verma D/o Durgesh
Kumar VermaR/0542/1, Devli
Village, Bank Colony, Delhi-
110062, have changed my
name to Neha Kumari for all
future purposes.

0040641536-1

I, Mangesh Kumar Tiwari S/o
Vijay Shankar Tiwari
residence A-51, Gandhi Gali,
VTC Mandawali Fazalpur,
Shakarpur, East Delhi-92 have
changed my daughter’s name
Rasika Mangesh Tiwarito
Anshika Tiwari for all future
purpose.

0070813789-1

I, Mahima Arora W/o Sh. Ravi
AroraR/0S-3,PlotNo.4/7B,
Shilpa Apartment 1, Sector-5,
Rajender nagar, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad U.P.-201005, have
inform that Divya Aggarwal &
Mahima Arora both are one
and same person.

0040641628-1

I, Kavita Sherwal D/o Dharam
Pal Singh R/0 H.No. D/234, Gali
No.8, Amar Colony, East
Gokulpur, Delhi-110094, inform
that Kavita & Kavita Sherwal
both are one & the same
person.

LOST & FOUND

Lost my original Lease Deed,
Possession Slip, Sanction
Plan, C-Form & D-Form against
my Plot No.3, AG-Block,
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088.
Finder may Contact-Anil
Kumar Shokeen at D-8,
Prashant Vihar, Delhi-110085

0040641632-1

l,Ravinder Kumar Chadha (RK
Chadha) S/o Sh. M.R.Chadha
R/0 134,Saraswati
Enclave,Sector-9,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,have lost my original
Share-Certificate.N0.192,
Date-10.04.1995.Finder Call:-
9868608700.

0040641681-9

ISanjay Agarwal S/o Late Sh.
B.C.Agarwal R/o Flat No. 115,
SFSFlats, Phase-4, Ashok
Vihar, Delhi-110052 have lost
Original title documents of
Plot No.7, Block No.E, situated
at SushilaRoad, Adarsh Nagar,
Delhi-110033 except one gift
deed dated 24.08.2016in
favour of Sh. Shiv Kumar
Gupta. Finders may contact at
above address.

0040641625-3

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN to all that my clients
Sh. Kamlesh Pandey & his wife Smt.
Ranju Pandey both R/o Khasra No.
969, Near Badli Industrial Area,
Siraspur Road, Delhi have severed all
their relations with their son namely
Vikas Pandey age 18 yrs and have
disowned and dis-inherited him from
all their movable and immovable
properties due to anti-family activities
and unsocial behaviour. Whosoever
deals with him in any manner
whatsoever and any act criminal or
civil committed by said Vikas Pandey,
my clients will not be held responsible
for the same and any person dealing
with him shall do so at his/her own
risk, cost and consequences.
Sd/-
YASHWANT SINGH (Advocate)
Ch.No K-53, Tis Hazari Courts,
Delhi-54

upon the said property are
hereby required to give notice of the same
to the undersigned on below mentioned
address within 7 days from the date of
publication hereof together with copies of
all documents on the basis of which claims
are made, failing which any such right, title,
interest, or claim, if any, will be deemed to
have been waived and not binding on our
Client.

C.K. JHA

Advocate
E-524, Karkardooma Courts,
Delhi-110032 (M)-9811295674

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for the information to the public
at large that my clients, Dr. Mehnaz
Ansari and her son Aatir Ansari, S/o- Dr.
Mohd.Yousuf Ansari, both R/o H. No-
A1/1804, 18th Floor, Block-A, Gardenia
Glory, Noida 46, Noida, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201301, do
hereby declare that my clients hereby
debars, disown and severed all their
relationship with Dr. Mohd.Yousuf
Ansari, Shoeb Ansari both S/o- Khaleel
Ahmed and his all family members due
to their ill behavior and conduct towards
my clients as they are cruel in nature and
misbehavior and threatens my client for
dire consequences. Now onwards Dr.
Mohd.Yousuf Ansari has no right, title,
interest and ownership or any other
claim in my client’s all movable and
immovable properties including
property bearing no. H. No. A1/1804, at
Noida. My clients have no connection,
relationship with him and his family
members. Further my clients will not be
responsible for any liability incurred or
to be incurred by any actions of him
during his life time as well as after his
demise. My clients further inform that
she and her son has no concern about
any legal-illegal acts done by Dr.
Mohd.Yousuf Ansari, Shoeb Ansari his
allfamily members.
SATISH KUMAR BIRLA (ADVOCATE)
MOBILE NO. 9990011935

J-(Civil)-12
IN THE COURT OF
SH. PANKAJ GUPTA, DJ
(COMMERCIAL COUORT)-01,
DWARKA COURTS, NEW DELHI
PUBLICATION NOTICE
DEFENDANT
(Order 5 Rule 20 of the Code of Civil
Procedure)
Suit No : CS (COMM) : 195/2019
IDBI BANK LTD

Vs
ASLAM NOORI AND ANR

To,

1.MR. ASLAM NOORI  S/O
MOHAMMAD MUSTAFA
PROP. OF M/S STAR COMPUTERS,
HAVING ITS OFFICE AT : 835,
BANGLA MOHALLA, NEAR HOLI

CHOWK, DUNDHERA,
GURUGRAM, HARYANA, 122016
ALSO AT

H. NO. 1064, BANK WALLIGALI,
NEAR JAIN SCHOOL, DUNDHERA
GURUGRAM 122016.

2. MR. MANISH SHARMA
S/0. MR. YASIN ALI
1805, PARK HOSPITAL WALI GALI,

DUNDHERA INDUSTRIAL
COMPLEX, GURUGRAM,
HARYANA 122016.

Whereas you are intentionally avoiding
services of summons. It is hereby
notified that if you shall not defend the
case on the day of 13.12.2022 at 10.00
A.M. i.e. The day fixed in the matter, it
will be heard and determined ex-parte.
Given under my hand and seal of the
Court on this 3RD day of NOVEMBER,
2022 to be published in English daily
“INDIAN EXPRESS” newspaper.
Note:- Defendant is informed to file WS
within a period of 30 days from the date
of receipt of summons with advance
copy to the plaintiff and filling of WS in
commercial suit in 120 days period is
mandatory and no extension can be
granted.

COPY OF ORDER ATTACHED.

Seal ) Sd/-
/ Judge

Tihi - Dhar Section on
Ratlam Division of Western
Railway in connection with Dahod
- Indore New Line project. Approx
value: ¥17,24,17,088/-. Bid Deposit:
210,12,100/-. Online bidding start
date: 28.11.2022. Tender closing
date: 12.12.2022 upto 15:00 Hrs.
Website particulars and Notice Board:
Complete details of tender including
eligibility location where complete details of
criteria are available on Western Railway
website tender can be seen & address of
the www.wr.indianrailways.gov.in and at
the Notice Board in the above mentioned
office of Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer
(Const.). In case of any clarification the
firms may contact at the above mentioned

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tender No. PRYJ-Sig-409-2022-23 Dated:- 17.11.2022

E-Tender Notice

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecommunication Engineer/Co-ordination/North Central
Railway/Prayagraj, for and on behalf of the President of India, invite E-TENDER on
prescribed form for the following works up to 15.00 hrs. on 20.12.2022.

the Tender is as under:-

FEINORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Open E-Tender Motice Mo,
MER-B5BO0SnT.-OT-22-2022

“Opan Tendars® through Onling
{E-Tandering ) ana inyshad By Disiseno
Salkwvay Marager (Signnl & Teeoomm s
Varmra® E. Ragagrgdor acd tetall of the

The detail of

S.| Tender Approx. Cost Bid Security/ Prasidant cf Incta fer B Rk wisks
N.| No. Name of Work of work EarnestMoney | | Tendier Molice Ko, and Desceiplion of
A v e eyt - 82;;2; — (inRs.) work: NER-B5805nT-OT-22.2022;
- nnual Repair Lontraci S. . - - - : Hgnalh wnrk in
Sig- | (ARC)of IPS System (Rs. Eighty Two Lakhs ::_T:_.:‘rlh :Hk :: I__:?.I:_?,."E._,_u..

1| 409- | STATCON makeinstalled | Ninety Seven Thousand 166000.00 4 i e
2022- | in Kaurara-Chipiyana Three Hundred Eighty Two 1t e sl il o EiDETE-IVAEE of
23 | sectionof Sr. DSTE/ALJN | and Twenty Paisa Only.) anmnasi divison. Approx. Yalue {T):
of Prayagraj Division. T1.832,22 551.01, Earncst Mamey |T]:

Completion period: 12 Months

T2.31.100.00, Sox of Tendar Form;

Date of Closing of tender: 20.12.2022

K1 Completian parind; 17 Mosthe,

2. Availability of tender form: Tender forms shall be available on www.ireps.gov.in
21 days prior to date of opening of the tender. 3. Earnest Money to be deposited: The
prescribed amount of Earnest Money as mentioned above must be deposited along
with the tender form Online through Internet Banking or Online Payment gateway only.
The tenderer(s) should note that, in any case, the Earnest Money in any other form than
specified above shall not be acceptable. Tenders without earnest Money shall be summarily
rejected. 4. Time, Date & place of opening of tender: Tender will be opened through
E-tender at office of Divisional Railway Manager, Prayagraj on or after pre determined
date at 15.30 hours. In case tender opening date happens to be holiday, Tenders will be
opened on the next working day. 5. Validity of offer: 45 days from the date of opening.
6. Right of Railway to deal with tender: Railway administration reserves the rights to

postpone/modify or to cancel the tender without assigning any reasons.

M @northcentralrailway E@North central railways wwwincrindianrailways.govin [J@ CPRONCR

Tandar Claging dide & Time: 121205030
up b= 15,08 Hes, Mobe: 1. Tandar Dol
will bo Sutwmified up 3o 45 Hrs an data
12.42.2022, 2. For ful dedails and

spEmmmaaican ol hd ity il lhe

Orlisal wabeds af ndian faikvaye
& WARLITE S IR
Qivl, fely, Manngee (SAT)
CPAOMSG-T2 Vmmnagi
Bzt any passanper Mmecity complain
S WS e Mobile Na GuTRiga2ass
E AMMAELE ARTEIE M TRRN

1559/22(K)

GOVT. OF JHARKHAND
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

NATIONAL HIGHWAYS DIVISION, CHAIBASA

Invitation of Proposal (Tender Notice)
Tender Reference No. : NH/CHAIBASA/CS/22-23/01

Date:- 19.11.2022

Consultancy Services for DPR Preparation for Widening &
Strengthening to 4-Lane along with geometric improvement including
1 Name Of Work Replacement of Culverts & Bridges from km 0.00 to km 41.00 of NH-
220 in the State of Jharkhand including complete Land Acquisition,
Utility Shifting, Forest Diversion and Tree felling as required
2 Tentative Length 41.00 KM
3 Period of Completion of Work 120 Days
Demand Draft of any State Bank of India (nosrefundable fee) of Rs
5,000/ (Five Thousand) only.
EMD :- Rs. 2,05,000=00 (Two Lacs Five Thousand) in the form of
4 Cost of Tender documents currcn} issue of NSC, Fixcq Dcposit§ ofa Schcqulcd Bapk ﬂall the above
mentioned form of Security deposits money issued within the State of
Jharkhand) and Bank Guarantee issued by any Scheduled bank anywhere
in India Payable at Chaibasa in favour of Executive Engineer,
National Highway Division, Chaibasa
5 Date/Time of Pu;cl’::ltion of Tender on 23.11.2022, 10:30 AM
6 Last Date/Time of Bid Submission 14.12.2022, 15:00PM
Last Date/Time of Submission of Tender
7 Fee & EMD 14.12.2022, 15:00PM
8 Date and Time of Bid opening 15.12.2022, 15:30 PM
9 Bid Validity 120 Days
05.12.2022, 11:00 AM
10 Date of Pre Bid meeting Place:- Office of the Chief Engineer, National Highways Wing,
Jharkhand, Ranchi.
. 05.12.2022,11:00 AM
11 Date of P];[l" p}rles!‘exﬁtatlon on work Place:- Office of the Chief Engineer, National Highways Wing,
ethodology Jharkhand, Ranchi.
1. Chief Engineer, National Highways Wing, Jharkhand, Ranchi
12 Bid Sale and Submission Address 2. Superintending Engineer, National Highways Circle,-
3. Executive Engineer, National Highways Division, Chaibasa
13 Designation and Contact no. of Tender Executive Engineer,National Highways Division, Chaibasa
inviting Officer Mob. No. - 9006914020

jharkhandtenders.gov.in.

PR.NO.282801 West Singhbhum(22-23):D

Note-: Only e-Tender shall be accepted. Tender documents may be downloaded from http:

Executive Engineer,
National Highways Division, Chaibsa-833201

Office of Executive Engineer

Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, Jhumritelaiya
Tender e-Procurement Notice

Tender reference:-JMT/SVS_Cluster/20/2022-23) Date :- 18.11.2022

frame

38.22.2370B|Sliding Door

60.22.5011

Wider pre-stressed
concrete sleeper

76.22.1005D|Manual metal arc

welding electrodes

office during the working hours in person or 1. Name of Work-Construction of Cluster wise Single Village Water Supply Sch emes based on Solar
at office telephone No. 07412 233996/ Energy Based Mini Rural Pipe Water Supply Schemes in different blocks of Koderma District which are not
email at: deecrtm2@gmail.com, included in MVS/SVS/Other Schemes to supply water and house connection with 05 Years Operation and
dyceecrtm@gmail.com. 0599 Maintenance works on “Turn Key Basis” Under D.W.&S. Division, Jhumritelaiya for the Year 202 2-23 (Head-
f . JIM)
Like us on: [ facebook.com/WesternRly rr— Y CosiOF :
[ SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY | Sl Group No Noof | No of Cost (in | Required BOQ Time of
SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY :
Folow us on @SCRaihayini No. Panchayat | FHTC Lakhs) |(in Lakhs)| (inRs.) Completion
etails of the Tender Notices of
website W aer masraaySgovin 1| M Svsfmgft:r/ Domehanch 02 | 1052 | 520.29262 | 1041 | 10,000.00 | 06 Months
1 7;";;32?0":‘3";‘3% "‘2‘(’)-22 g 2 [IMT/SVS Cluster/Domchanch 01B| 03 1709 | 580.18296 | 11.61 | 10,000.00 | 06 Months
DPLY . = . T E . TEM e 3 IJMT/SVS_Cluster/Jainagar 02A 08 1374 | 551.40783 11.03 10,000.00 | 06 Months
E?grocureg'\er?t 'Ic':mdgr noticse: IMT/SVS_Cluster / Koderma/
) 4 | Markacho/Chandwara/Satgawan 12 1407 | 693.76390 13.88 10,000.00 | 06 Months
The Following Tenders Have Been 01A
Floated Online. Tenderers Are ) FTond Toading
Requested To Visit The Website ate of Tender uploading in . .
www.ireps.gov.in And Submit Their 2. Website Date:- 28.11.2022 up to 05:00 PM
Offers Online. The Tender, . ;
Description, Qty, EMD, SD May Be 3. Date of Pre-bid Meeting . Dqte 39'“'2022 at 12:30 PMin the office of .
Seen In Website. Offers Submitted Engineer-in-Chief, D. W. & S. Department Jharkhand Ranchi
Manually Will Not Be Accepted. Offers 4. Last date receipt of Bid Date:- 10.12.2022 upto 05.00 PM
_EIEV dPOSCtJI will "\I"'Ot Ble ﬁnégftﬁineg% Date:- 12.12.2022 upto 01.00 PM in the office of the
ender Closing Time Is 14. rs ; : PR la
The Due Date Of The Tender. “For All Last date submission cost of BOQ I Execut}ve Enlgmeer, D W.&S. Dlvlslqn, Jhumnte}alya
Indigenous Offers, EMD Will Be 5. and EMD (in hard copy) 2. Superintending Engineer, D.W.& S. Circle, Hazaribag
Accepted Only Via Online System As 3. Regional Chief Engineer, D.W. & S. Department Ranchi Zone,
Available On www.ireps.gov.in.” Ranchi
Tender No. Brief Description 6. Date of Opening Tender Date:- 13.12.2022 upto 03.00 PM
16.22.1227A|Non-Asbestos High 7 Name and address of office inviting Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation Division,
Friction ) tender Jhumritelaiya
60.22.5221 |Procurement of Lining 3 Name and address of tender opening Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation Division,
rollers Rail clamp ) officer Jhumritelaiya
60.22.5255 |Procurement of Satellite 9 | Helpline No. of e-procurement cell 0651-2480345

PR 282759 Drinking Water and Sanitation(22-23).D

i)  Estimated Cost & EMD Cost may be changed.
ii)  Only Registered Contractor in this department participate in said tender.
iii)  Further details can be seen on website- http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

Executive Engineer
D.W. & S. Division,Jhumritelaiya

38.22.2185A|SNUBBER SPRINGS

56.22.5263 |SMPS based Mini IPS

82.22.2558E|(PH No.25115)
CRIZOTINIB 250 MG
CAPSULE

Office Of Ranchi Municipal Corporation, Ranchi

(Sanitation Section)

82.22.1462

(PH No.10083)
LINAGLIPTIN 5 MG
TAB/CAP

29.22.1397

Radiator unit (Oil cooler
for transformer /
converter)

29.22.1415A|MOH Gasket Kit for EP

Note:- Due dates of Tender Opening:
SL.No.01 on dt.06.12.2022.SL.No 02
& 03 on 07.12.2022.SL.No. 04 on dt.
08.12.2022.SL.No.05 & 06 on dt

12.12.2022.SL No.07 on dt.
14.12.2022.SL No.08 to 10 on

dt.19.12.2022.SL.No.11 on
dt.22.12.2022.SL.No.12 on
dt.28.12.2022.

Beside Above Mentioned Tenders

There Are Other Tenders Having
Value Below Rs. 25 Lakhs. For

Details, Please Visit Railway Website

Above.

Principal Chief Materials Manager/
A1364 Secunderabad

For further tender conditions /

details and for downloading the

tender documents,
Please visit website at
http://www.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

Whilst care is taken prior to

acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in

any manner whatsoever.

Kutchery Road, Ranchi-834001 E-mail ID-support@ranchimunicipal.com

Tender Notice No: 1911Date:-19/11/2022
Notice Inviting E-Tender

1. Name of Work Selection of Bidder for Bioremediation &
Clearing of Legacy Waste at Jhiri Dumpsite,
Ranchi, Jharkhand under Ranchi Municipal
Corporation, Jharkhand.
2. Earnest Money Rs. 1,50,00,000 in the form of Bank Guarantee
issued by a Nationalized/Scheduled Bank in India
having a branch in Ranchi, in favor of “Ranchi
Municipal Corporation”, Payable at Ranchi.
3. Tender Cost Rs. 25,000 (Twenty Five Thousand only) by way of
non-refundable Demand Draft issued by a
Nationalized/Scheduled Bank in India having a
branch in Ranchi, in favor of “Ranchi Municipal
Corporation”, Payable at Ranchi.
4 Location Ranchi Municipal Corporation
5. Pin Code 834001
6. Contract Period 2 Years from the date of Agreement
7 Date of Publication of Bid on Newspaper 20/11/2022
8 Date of Publication of Bid on Website 23/11/2022
9. Bid Document download start date 23/11/2022
10. Receiving of Queries 03/12/2022 up to 5:00 PM
11. Bid Validity 120 Days
12. Pre-Bid Meeting 05/12/2022 at 3:00 PM
13. Uploading of Response 08/12/2022
14.| Last Date of Submission of Technical & Financial 17/12/2022 up to 5:00 PM
Bid Online
15.| Submission of Hard Copy of EMD/Tender Fee etc. 19/12/2022 up to 2:00 PM
16. Opening of Technical Bid 19/12/2022 at 3:00 PM
17. Publication of Technically Qualified Bidder’s Shall be Communicated Later
18. Opening of Financial Bid Shall be Communicated Later
19. Name & Address of Office inviting Tender Municipal Commissioner, Ranchi Municipal
Corporation, Ranchi — 834001
20. Helpline Number 0651-2203469

A

For further detail can be seen on Jharkhandtenders.gov.in

PR 282835 (Ranchi Municipal Corporation)22-23*p Ranchi Municipal Corporation, Ranchi

Municipal Commissioner,

New Delhi



21 SPORT/CALENDAR

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, NOVEMBER 20,2022

Player payments
digitalised by
cricket board

DEVENDRA PANDEY
NOVEMBER 19

THEINDIAN cricket board has introduced dig-
italisation of payment process to players, as-
sociations. “Players don’'t need our approval to
receive their match fees anymore. For us play-
ersgetting match feeson
timeis the priority. It will
be akind of blanket pay-
ment and an easy
process will be fol-
lowed,” the BCCI secre-
tary Jay Shah told The
Indian Express.

Earlier, the Indian
board had the system where players used to
raise invoices to their respective state units,
who would forward it, after approval to the
concerned BCCI staff, who would then send it
to the BCCI office bearers for approval. Only
then payments used to be released. Notonly a
lot of paperwork was involved, but at times, as
happened in the past, due to logistical issues,
players’ payments have been delayed. With
digitalisation, the BCCl assures there won't be
any delays.

Senior players, who have played up to 20
matches, are entitled to get Rs 40,000 per day
while reserves get rupees Rs 20,000 per day.
Those who arein playing eleven and have fea-
tured in 21 to 40 matches will now be paid Rs
50,000 (Rs 25,000 for reserves) while players
who have played more than 40 matches will
be entitled to receive Rs 60,000, with the re-
serves slated to get Rs 30,000. board decision
to move towards digitisation has come after
there have been many instances in the past
where BCCI received complaints of delay in
payments of players of various state associa-
tions. Acase in point, as reported by this news-
paperin2021,involved Prashant Singh,aU-23
Bihar cricketer,who hadn’t recieved match fees
(about 8 lakhs) from BCCI for two years from
2019.His father died in 2016, elder brother had
tested Covid-19 positive. Those kinds of logis-
ticalissues won't rise any longer, the BCCl feels,
with digitalisation.

India look for
game-time vs Kiwis

Mount Maunganui: A young Indian
team, seeking some game time, is ex-
pected to face tough resistance from
New Zealand in the second T20
International on Sunday.

The series-opener in Wellington
was abandoned due to weather and
the second match will be played at
Mount Maunganui. PTI

Ind vs NZ Live on Amazon Prime, 12 PM

“Why can’t a fan who looks
Indian support an English team?"

Gianni Infantino, the FIFA president, has hit out at critics of Qatar ahead of the
2022 World Cup, accusing them of hypocrisy and racism a day before the opener

ON EUROPE’S TREATMENT OF
MIGRANT WORKERS

“Hundreds of thousands of migrant
workers, they help their families to
survive. And they do it in a legal way.
We in Europe, we close our borders and
we don't allow practically any workers
from these countries to work legally in
our country. We all know there are
many illegal workers in our European
countries, living conditions which are
also not really the best.”

According to the European
Commission, at the end of 2021, less than
10 percent of all the world’s refugees and
only a fraction of internally displaced per-
sons were living in the European Union. A
majority of refugees from Africa and Asia
do not come to Europe, but rather move to
neighbouring countries.

ON EUROPE’S "HYPOCRISY’ WITH
REGARDS TO QATAR’S SITUATION

“If Europe would really care about the
destiny of these people, these young
people, then Europe could also do as
Qatar did... Give them some work. Give
them some future. Give them some
hope. But this moral-lesson giving,
one-sided, it is just hypocrisy.”

Migrant laborers in Qatar worked long
hours under harsh conditions and were
subjected to discrimination, wage theft and
other abuses as their employers evaded ac-
countability, accordingo to the London-
based rights group Equidem. The EU gives
rights to its workers that far outweigh what
Qatar provided to migrant workers.

ON QATAR BANNING ALCOHOL IN
STADIUMS

“(There are) over 10 fan zones where
over 100,000 can simultaneously drink
alcohol. I think personally, if for three
hours a day you cannot drink a beer,
you will survive, especially because
actually the same rules apply in France
or Spain or in Portugal, or in Scotland.
No beer is allowed in the stadiums.”
The issue is not whether alcohol will be
available for fans to purchase at stadiums or
not, but the timing of this decision and
what other ‘promises’ the Qatar Supreme
Committee could back out of. “If they can
change their minds on this at a moment’s

(Above) Mexican fans at the FIFA Fan
festival. (Below) FIFA president Gianni
Infantino
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"Today | have very strong feelings,
today | feel Qatari, today | feel Arab,
today | feel African, today | feel gay,
today I feel disabled, today | feela
migrant worker. as aforeignerina
foreign country, as achild at school |
was bullied because | had red hair
and freckles."

GIANNIINFANTINO
FIFA PRESIDENT

notice, with no explanation, supporters
will have understandable concerns about
whether they will fulfil other promises re-
lating to accommodation, transport or cul-
tural issues,” the Football Supporters’
Association (England and Wales) stated.

ON APPREHENSIONS WHETHER
FANS WILL BE TREATED EQUALLY

“They've confirmed that I can confirm
that everyone is welcome. If the odd
person here or there says the opposite,
it's not the opinion of the country and
it's certainly not the opinion of FIFA.
This is a clear FIFA requirement, that
everyone is to be welcome.”

The first line of Infantino's quote lays
bare who is calling the shots now. This is
the precise issue as it is no longer wise to
consider the Qatari state trustworthy when

it comes to its commitment to adhere to
FIFA’s requirement of all football fans de-
scending into the tiny nation being treated
equally, fairly and with respect.

ONTHE MEDIA'S ALLEGATION OF
INDIANS BEING ‘FAKE FANS’

“This is racism, this is pure racism. Why
cannot a fan who looks like an Indian
and not English, support a team that is
English or Spanish or French?"

There is no known data or investigation
that proves Qatar’s Supreme Committee
paid for ‘fake fans’ to support certain coun-
tries. Despite this, the assumption made
has been that a fan of a certain ethnicity
cannot support a country of their choice
and to do so would mean that they have
been bought by Qatar as ‘fake fans’, and
Infantino has called this racist. ENS

Manika first Indian woman to
win Asian Cup TT medal

ANILDIAS
NOVEMBER19

AFTER TAKING a surprising 2-1 lead against
World No. 6, Japan’s Hina Hayata, in the
bronze-medal match of the Asian Cup in
Bangkok on Saturday, India’s Manika Batrawas
down four game points in the fourth at 6-10.

Hayata had the momentum and Manika
knew she couldn’t afford to allow Hayata to
level the match.

What the stunned audience then saw was
a Manika masterclass. A masterclass that
made her the first Indian woman to win a
bronze medal at the Asian Cup.

The World No.44 took a deep breath, gear-
ing up to return Hayata’s tricky serve. The
Japanese only allowed her aninch of space to
attack and Manika latched on to it. Her blis-
tering forehand smashes were too much for
Hayata to handle and suddenly she was up to
9-10. In that pressure situation, Manika’s
nerves of steel and long pimpled rubber on
the backhand came into play.

Hayata chose to attack, Manika was forced
to defend. On her second forehand smash,
Manika just kept a calm head, and returned
using her famed backhand. Her pimpled back-
hand rubber played the trick and Hayata skied
herreturn, bringing the game to deuce. Hayata
then faulted on her serve, and Manika made
the most of hers, then letting out a cry of relief.
She could smell victory.

The win would come, but not before
Hayata pulled one game back. After losing the
fifth 4-11, Manika absolutely dominated the
sixth, allowing Hayata just two points to com-
plete a4-2(11-6,6-11,11-7,12-10,4-11,11-2)
win.And getacool $10,000in prize money too.

This has been a historic tournament for the
27-year-old Batra which included a win over
China’s World No. 7 Chen Xingtong in the
Round of 16. While she did lose her semifinal
against World No. 5 Mima Ito, she managed
tosteal twogamesin her8-11,11-7,7-11,6-11,
11-8, 7-11 loss, making it her best perform-
ance against Ito.

After her poor run which began with a
medal-less Birmingham Commonwealth
Games, Manika finally seems to have found
her form.

Speaking to The Indian Express after her his-
toric bronze, the paddler said she changed
some aspects of her game after the disap-

Maybe it was the pressure of not
doing well at the CWG or even at
the World TT Team
Championships that was playing
on her mind, but Manika Batra
said once she stopped
overthinking, she gotinto her
rhythm at this tournament.

This has been a historic tournament for
Manika Batra which included a win
over China’s World No. 7 Chen
Xingtong.

pointing outing in Birmingham.

“After the Commonwealth Games, [ knew
I had to change something to be back to my
best. While I worked on some strategies, it was
the off-table work that has helped me the
most. The most important thing I learned was
that I have to be calmer while playing. That's
what helped me, especially in pressure situa-
tions,” she said.

Quick turnaround

While that definitely helped her in that
tense fourth game against Hayata, it also
helped her recover from the semifinal loss to
play the bronze-medal clash within an hour.

“After losing (to Ito), I was disappointed
but then I told myself that  hadn’t lost badly.
Ito is a great player and I gave my best. I just
tried to remain calm and prepare for the
bronze-medal match. I had nothing tolose as
it was the last match of this tournament for
me,” Manika said.

Not thinking too much was also one of the
aspects she worked on before this tourna-
ment. Maybe it was the pressure of not doing
well at the CWG or even at the World TT Team
Championships that was playing on her mind,
but Manika says once she stopped overthink-
ing, she got into her rhythm at this tourna-
ment.

“Ijust focused on the strategies and cleared
my mind of everything else. When on the at-
tack, I knewIhad tobe relentless and not stop,
nomatter what.Ithink that's what alsoworked
for me here. I was able to enjoy this tourna-
ment and that’s why I did well,” she said.
While Manika basks in this glory, she says she
has her feet firmly on the ground and is not go-
ing to stop in her quest to beat top-10 players
on a regular basis. She already has her sights
set on the Asian and World Championships.

“This high will stay for a couple of days,
though the memories will remain. [ know that
I have to be back on court soon and keep on
working,” she said.

BRIDGE

Dealer: East Vulnerable: Both

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2400
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West led the ten of hearts and South was faced with immediate danger.
Southducked thefirst dsofh iwon thethird. Eaststarted
with five of them, as expected Eight tricks. Where will the ninth come from?
One possibility is that East has a singleton king or queen of diamonds. If so
youcan lead the ace of di ds, eventually
settingupyoursuit.Or kingorqueen
of diamonds. If so you can lead the ace of diamonds and then continue
diamonds, eventually setting up your suit. Doyou like thisline?
The WestHand:S-9654H-105D-53C-98752
TheEastHand:S-J82 H-KQJ92 D-KQ10C-J3
Ifthereis nothing betteryoumight tryit. However, East s pretty wellmarked
with all the missing high card points and ought to have both the king and
queen for his opening bid. If he gets in with adiamond he will cash the rest
of his heart suit. However, if you can't think of another line, playing on
diamondsis one way togo.
You do have a very good line that requires an unusual finesse. Look at the
spade suit. Youonly havethreetncks ifyou startwnh the ace but yourten
givesyouani ing option. b
of spades. Thereis avery good chancethat it will win since East is marked
with most of the high cards. Ifit does win you have nine tricks.If it loses,
Westwﬂl' dadi kandthet illfallapart. Ifyoudon'tmind
le of trick foraveryrealch: fmaking 3NT,
then the spadeﬁnesse istheway togo.
Justanother example of how tens can contribute.
Dealer: South Vulnerable: None

d then contin

ityisthat East

ifinessetheten

NORTH SOUTH

41084 & AQ97

/10 ¥K84

¢ AKB4 ¢J10

SAK92 (J85
WEST NORTH  EAST SOUTH

1Ce

He® 2H®®  pass 2NT
pass INT pass pass
pass

West leads the six of hearts, fourth best, and the jack wins. West seemsto
be the one with most of the high card points. Given that South now has

QUICK CLUES

ACROSS

1. Most bashful or most timid (6)
4. Ice-creamdrink; Charlotte for
one(6)

8. lllicitdrug(7)

9. Slander(7)

11. Extremely loud (10)

12. Just(4)

13. Crest(5)

14. Divert(8)

16. Violent outburst (8)

18. Scoffs or jeers(5)

20. Afeudal estate (4)

21. Near that place (10)

23. Lease holders(7)

24, Pillage or loot (7)

25. Rider's seat (6)

26. Group of seven (6)

DOWN

Laziness(5)

Longed for (7)
Genuinely (9)

Mails (5)
Anidealist(7)

Limits or confines (9)
10 Declared unfit for use (9)
13. Cheerful consent (9)
15. Isolate from others (9)
17. Extempore (7)

19. Relieve parents (4-3)
21. Complete (5)
22.Unabridged (5)

Nowmwn

CRYPTIC CLUES

ACROSS

1. Theway todress for
discotheque lighting (6)

4. Pole withaleft shoe (6)

8. Sleeping partner(7)

9. Upset to find how big-headed

23. Income in respect of meeting-

19. Hal's foe muddled baby

21. Embraces after tea? You

place(7) mounts (2-5)
24. Typetotakeadry turnin
france(7) ruffians! (5)

25.1goinside, chewing toast for
follower of Chinese philosophy (6)
26. Urges feature of toast at
breakfast, perhaps (4,2)

DOWN:

1. Some of the most elaborate
carving on a tombstone (5)

2. RedesignitaboutElle(7)

3. How material is sold on the
partoftheCID?(2,3,4)

oneis(7) 5. Collectabody(5)
11. What chocolate eaters do on 6. Merit of French verse, perhaps
bicycle (6,4) (7)

12. Garb foratownin SA (4)
13. She wasn't well when she got

7. Sluggard who's hidingin LB
zone, say (9)

up(5) 10. Drainage basin to capture
14. Drug Marsh, holding his heart soldiers on time (9)
in refreshment room (8) 13. Shady district sparkled within

16. Cygnet's parent in Egyptian
reservoir? (5,3)

18. Chase away the pains(5)

20. Number of the said van (4)
21. Piece of cutlery of note ? (6,4)

9)

15. Displaying a relative having a
fling about (9)

17. Approve welcome inaring
(52)

22. Stickathome and be a
sculptor (5)

Solutions to 2399

QUICKCLUES Across: 6 Doors,7
Eloquent,10 Grenade,11 Charger,12
Spotted,13 Exactly,14 Ennoblement,
19 Vicomte,21 Enigmas,23 Limping,
25 Fastest,26 Language,27 Items.
Down:1 Forebode,2 Aslant,3
Dependable,4 Bosc,5 Knight,6
Digest,8 Unaware,9 Prays,13 Eleven
feet,15 Numbing,16 Tampered,17
Evils, 18 Asitis,20 Combat,22 Instil,
24 Goat.CRYPTICCLUES Across: 6
Anele,7 Marktime,10 Beeline, 11
Prairie,12 Meteout, 13 Top-hole,14
RomneyMarsh,19 Picasso,21 Leveret,
23 Carpark,25 Dingbat,26 Home
brew,27 Clash.Down:1 Selector,2
Mexico,3 UmbertoEco,4 Wrap,5
Embryo,6 Albums,8 Trapper,9 Ceres,
13 Tumbledown,15 Mastage,16
Hombeam,17 Spice,18 Stitch,20
Carton,22 Venice,24 Kurd.

Blrthday

Sunday November 20

You need to get a grip on fundamental
details. Having made your position clear,
you should now persuade partners. You'll
discover more about an upcoming family
engagement or romantic invitation.

Monday November 21

A period of potential fantasy, fun and
unexplained events is still underway, and
everything depends on how open you are
to sudden offers and unusual invitations.

Tuesday November 22

You'll make the most of a partner's far-
sighted visions. It might be one of those
rare moments when other people know
you better than you know yourself.

Wednesday November 23

It's only right that you should be ambitious
and want perfection. Even when you are
fighting for your own rights, you must
retainanidea of what is best for everyone.

Thursday November 24

Pluto is still hanging around in sensitive
regions, but is no longer the emotionally
disruptive presence it was weeks ago.

Friday November 25

You must make sure that everyone gets
on, and with Venus and Jupiter on your
side, you should be able to be very much
more outgoing than you once were. Your
plans will work in three months’ time.

Saturday November 26

Fate has a delicate but positive hand to
play. It seems inevitable that you will have
to play the game according to partners'
rules and, if they shift the goal posts,
there's little that you can do about it.

eight top tricks, should t fteraninth by finessi g
hand or should he finesse diamonds instead?
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 4s T = m
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Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve a Sudoku puzzle, 1 1 1 (@] 5‘ T 4 v 1 E 2 3 El
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The right strategic Venus continues its
moves will enable challenge to your
you to preserve and sign, urging you to
protect all you hold take greater notice

dear. You will find it easier to
make financial decisions in the
future, now that more
information is to be released.
It's a fine time to embark on
extra spending, as long as as
you've consulted the experts.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
You know very well
what must be done.
Now that Mercury,
planet of
communication, has turned
from an opponent into an ally,
you will be far better able to
make yourself understood and
persuade other people that
you are right. Travel stars are
looking good, but do double-
check all instructions.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Thisis stilla
relatively secretive
period, although
you will be happier
than before to let partners
know about certain of your
personal plans. Drop your
guard and allow other people
to charm you. Now is the time
to trust that friends only have
your best interests at heart.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
If someone has got
the better of youina
business matter,
there is no need to
worry. Not only are your
financial prospects looking up
but you are now entering the
initial phases of a new cycle
of hope and optimism. Jupiter,
the most beneficial of planets, is
about to work its magic again.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
The current
relationship
between Jupiter and
Mars impacts on
that part of your chart
associated with health and
work. Could it be that you
have been pushing yourself
too hard lately? Or that

number of commitments?
@ One important
most of yourself has
backin the distant past.
inhibitions and be ready

you are beginning to feel worn
[ thinkitis.

factor stopping you
been a deep fear of taking
However, you should by now
to face the future with

of partners' needs and wants
plus, of course, family
members' real desires. There is
a great deal of affection
coming your way. All you must
dois open yourself up to the
love and good feeling which
other people have for you.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
It's a strange old
week, to be sure. It
will take a good deal
of courage to
swallow your pride and admit
that you should change your
plans. On the other hand, if
you really must continue with
your current proposals, be
certain that close partners are
reassured and reconciled.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 23)
Your fine words and
elegant phrases are
pouring oil on
troubled waters.
You have exactly the right
touch, especially for getting
people at work to buck
their ideas up. You may
have to knock heads together
if thatis what it takes.
Venus brings excellent
romantic developments.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Aseries of
extraordinary
events will make
the next week
somewhat more lively than
anticipated. If you are in tune
with the mood of the moment
you will get both the best out
of opportunities and find the
most appropriate solution to
every problem. It's nota
question of right and wrong,
but of what works best.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Not all Aquarians
are happy-go-lucky
creatures. It's time
to show your
serious face, in the knowledge
that if you are careful now,

position to take advantage of
various bizarre events that are
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Most Pisceans pride
@ being sensitive and
compassionate.
tough and unwilling to
compromise but, instead of
way, why don't you take
the lead in some new
behaviour will make you
feel good.

New Delhi

out? Isit time to shed a
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
from making the
risks, perhaps a feeling rooted
have overcome such
renewed optimism.
-

you'll be in a much better

due to happen very soon.
themselves on

Mars is making you feel rather

rubbing people up the wrong

charitable enterprise: selfless
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ORSATO TO BE REF FOR OPENING MATCH

Italian Daniele Orsato will referee Sunday's opening World Cup match
between hosts Qatar and Ecuador in Group A. The 46-year-old referee

will be making his World Cup debut and will be joined by compatriots

Ciro Carbone and Alessandro Giallatini as his assistants, with

Massimiliano Irrati on VAR.

REUTERS
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fﬂ, WORLD
& CUP
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SHOWCASE GAME
INANUTSHELL

GROUPA

Qatar vs Ecuador

9.30 pm, Al Bayt Stadium
(LIVEON SPORTS 18 AND JIO CINEMA)

The script

FOR QATAR, the first aim would be to
avoid becoming only the second host
country, after South Africain 2010, to
be eliminated in the group stages. And
for that to happen, the Asian champi-
ons will feel nothing short of a win
will be enough, especially given that
they are ina group where the fight for
the second spot - behind group-
favourites Netherlands - is truly open.
Ecuador, who have one of the
youngest teams in the tournament,
will be a tricky first opponent. Brazil
coach Tite has picked them as a side
that has the potential to pull off some
surprise results. However, it won’t be
easy for the South Americans against
a side that likes to attack. Ecuador
have not conceded a goal in their last
five matches but they haven’t scored
many as well, finding the back of the
net just once in the last five games.

How they’ll line up
Qatar:3-5-2

FELIX SANCHEZ has sworn by this for-
mation, which easily shuffles be-
tween a 5-3-2 while defending and 3-
5-2 when attacking, with the
wing-backs pushing forward and
joining the attack.

Likely XI: Sheeb; Khoukhi, Rawi,
Hassan; Miguel, Hatem, Haydos,
Boudiaf, Ahmed; Afif, Ali

Ecuador:4-2-3-1

COACH GUSTAVO Alfaro has flirted
with a4-3-3 formation but against the
hosts, who are an attacking team by
nature, he could go a little conserva-
tive, especially since defence is
Ecuador’s biggest strength.

Likely XI: Dominguez; Arboleda,
Torres, Hincapie, Estupinan; Mendez,
Caicedo; Plata, Cifuentes, Ibarra;
Valencia

The schemer

IF QATAR are to win this match,
they’ll rely a lot on Akram Afif, the
26-year-old at-
tacker whois the
team’s heart-
beat. Veteran
striker Almoez
Ali scores the
goals but it’s Afif
who keeps Qatar
ticking with his
movement and
passing. Against a scrooge-like
Ecuadorian defence, Afif’s creativity
will be severely tested.

Language of football

M Tacticia del murcielago
M Origin: Ecuador
H Translation: Bat tactics

THE ECUADORIAN phrase is used to
describe teams that sit deep in their
own half and defend with backs to
the goal, comparing them to a
bat hanging upside down on a goal-
post. Ecuador will hope the phrase
they use for others isn’t used to de-
scribe them.

PARTY BEFORE THE PLAY

Fans gather at an official FIFA festival in Doha on the eve of the World Cup. Despite the controversies surrounding the World Cup in Qatar, more than a million visitors
from all over the world are expected to visit the country over the next one month. Reuters

OPENING NIGHT

H The opening ceremony of the
World Cup will take place on
Sunday, before the opening
Group A match between hosts
Qatar and Ecuador. The ceremony
isscheduled to begin at 7:30 pm
IST, two hours before the kick-off.

W The original plan was for the
opening ceremony to be held
before Qatar's first game on
Monday, which would have
created the unusual situation of
two games being held before it.
Qatar's opening match was then
brought forward by a day.

M The opening ceremony will be
at the 60,000-capacity Al Bayt
Stadium, 40 km (25 miles) north
of Doha. Named and designed
after the tents used by nomads
in the Gulf, the Al Bayt Stadium
is the furthest venue from
central Doha.

M South Korea's BTS said
Jungkook, one of seven members
of the boy band, would perform a
track titled "Dreamers" at the
ceremony. Singer Rod Stewart told
the Times he had turned down an
offer of "over $1 million" to
perform in Qatar.

REUTERS

Time for main course in desert

After a troubled build-up, spotlight falls on footballing gods who are ready to sprinkle gold dust on the smallest nation to host World Cup

EXPRESSATWORLDCUP

SANDIPG
DOHA,NOVEMBER 19

AS THE silvery, moonlit night emerged over
the skyscrapers of Central Doha, drowning
the tangerine Arabian Gulf, the digital bill-
boards featuring footballers splashed on the
facade of long and thin rectangular towers,
suddenly glimmering to life, acquiring form
and shape. The facial structures were defined,
the eyes broader and prouder. In the mild yel-
low tint of streetlights, in the stifling quiet of
the night, those looked like real, giant-sized
figures, descending on the planet, to kick the
skyscrapers into a distant, unknown orbit.

From Sunday, when hosts Qatar take on
Ecuador at the Al Bayt Stadium in Al Khor, the
country’s lone port of connection to the world
beyond Arabiain the days before the oil boom,
the stars that glow on the towers will literally
acquire life. All of Lionel Messi, Kylian Mbappe,
who stares from every tunnel in the metro sta-
tions, Cristiano Ronaldo, whose body language
has become a global footballing fetish, and
Neymar will float in the fairyland that Qatar
would be in the 30 days of football.

Even before a ball has rolled on the pitch,
the shimmering aura of football’s lumines-
cent stars has clutched the football-dazed
country. Thousands thronged the Hamad
International Airport when Messi landed
from Abu Dhabi in the dark hours of Tuesday.
The metro-line to the Al Shahaniya SC
Training Facilities, Portugal’s base camp, has
been running packed. Though entry of fansis
regulated, more a whim and mood of the li-
aison officer, it has not deterred them from
trying their luck. Mbappe is something of a
raging home icon; after all, he turns up for
Qatar-state-owned PSG. So do Messi and
Neymar, but Mbappe is a player in his own
frictionless prime, operating at alevel where
he could drop into any team, anywhere and
improve it without breaking a stride or
sweat.One in every three jerseys one spotsin

Kylian Mbappe, who was influential in France’s World Cup triumph four years
ago, during a training session in Doha on Saturday. Reuters

Dohais theirs; one in every three jerseys sold
in the world could be theirs.

A raft of fabulous footballers would take
stage. Like England’s Harry Kane, Croatia’s Luka
Modric, Wales’ Gareth Bale, amongst others.
So would a bunch of high-profile coaches,
some dreamers and idealists, some pragma-
tists and realistic. There would be unknown
talents waiting to scurry into the footballing
galaxy; there would be scandals and contro-
versies, un-intoxicated fans dancingand heav-

ing in the stands, bringing a slice of the world
into the tiniest country to have hosted a World
Cup. But the holy quartet, bestowed with an
irresistible pull, other than being great foot-
ballers, would take centre-stage, float and glide,
with theirlegsin the air like the djinns, pulling
strings of joy and tears in their devout, shining
brighter than their billboard cut-outs.

Starsrule
As much a team game as football is, per-

haps more than most, the stars are always
the protagonists. The stars make the World
Cup, evenifthey don’t always take the World
Cup. Like the 2014 edition. It would be re-
membered not just as the one Germany won,
but the one Messi lost. The defining image of
the Russia installment was not N'Golo
Kante’s relentless work-rate and ball-retriev-
ing tenacity, but Mbappe’s sprint through the
heart of Argentina’s defence in the Round-
of-16 match. It’s an old universal law, humans
gravitating towards the most talented, most
powerful personin the group. They make the
rules; they bend their own rules. Myths, lores
and narratives are inexorably spun around
them with embellishments and exaggera-
tions, with fiction and lies. The legendary
Socrates once captured it as romantically as
only he could. “The sky is always there, but
the stars make it more beautiful.”
Evenamong the holy quar-

want to win it again, feel that moment again.”
His lead-up to the World Cup was tempestu-
ous, with him publicly posturing that he would
leave the clubif it does tweakits style for him.
Some claim his sense of self-importance has
swelled, but his form nonetheless has beenim-
perious, piling on an amazing

39 goals and 26 assists in 46 games last
season. There are rumours of rift within the
team, with Mbappe at the heart of it too.

Contrarily, Neymar has toned down his
theatrics and tantrums. He has shunned his
decorous style and trimmed his flourishes.
He could be a less exciting player for the ro-
mantics to behold, but at the same time, less
infuriating in that he has added a ruthless cut-
ting edge to him. He doesn’t tumble down at
the mere poke of a toe or the wind of a push.
Rather, he uses the Sao Paulo street foot-
baller’s smarts to wiggle and wriggle through
the tightest of defensive

tet, Messi stands a notch above

labyrinths. But would the

therestin hisuniversaladula- The worldwantsto  grandest stage channel his
tion, in how the world wants  see a slice of Messi theatrics?

him towinaWorld Cupbefore .

he sinks into the sunslzt. That M thesky-blueand  stardom a double-
footballoweshimaWorldCup ~ White stripesofhis  edged sword

has been the most seductive country.

narrative thread of the World . . All four teams are title con-
Cup.The world wants to see a Unsurprlsmgly, tenders. They are not depend-
slice of Messi in the sky-blue ~ tickets for ent on the quartet alone, but
and white stripes of his coun- s they would define their
try. Unsurprisingly, tickets for Argentina’s games team’s World Cup fortunes,
Argentina’s games were the WET€ thefirsttobe  hether they win or lose. If
first to be sold out. sold out Messi doesn’t find the perfect

His fierce competitor
Ronaldo was a quiet presence in the larger
build-up to the tournament, but in the af-
termath of his stormy interview and public
bashing of club Manchester United, he has
grabbed some of the attention away from
Messi. Characteristically, some scorn and
sympathy too. His diehards believe that
post the outburst, Ronaldo’s fabled siege
mentality would burn brighter than ever
before and he would be motivated than
ever before to add the only crown that he
has not been crowned with. And a World
Cup win could go a long way in settling the
Ronaldo-Messi debate among their tur-
bocharged fans.

Among the four, only Mbappe has experi-
enced the joy of winning the World Cup. But
like he told El Pais last year, “winning the World
Cupisanaddiction. It doesn’t matter whether
you have won it once or 20 times, you would

farewell, he will be the
doomed tragic hero, the boy who could have
been Maradona but couldn’t. An early exit
would push Ronaldo down the slope of
damnation. And all the rage he had seethed
on his club would come back to bite him back.
Ronaldo, the Narcissist, would be a footballing
epithet. Mbappe would be painted the self-
centred divisive force in the team, and
Neymar a star that never sparkled as brightly
as he could have. It’s the burden of stardom.
In the dazzle of the light they shed, the
world will forget everything about the
biggest, costliest and arguably most contro-
versial tournament in the sport’s history.
Qatar would finally be ready for the moment
ithas been dreaming of - and dreading - for
the past 12 years. And it would only be fit-
ting if on the night of December 18 in Lusail,
one among this quartet is holding the trophy
into the moonlit sky.

With an unmistakable Spanish influence, can Qatar unleash tiki-taka vs Ecuador?

MIHIRVASAVDA
NOVEMBER 19

FOR QATAR, this moment has been 18 years
in the making.

In 2004 - six years before the Gulf state
automatically qualified for the World Cup af-
ter being declared hosts - the country set up
a$1.4billion Aspire Academy in its bid to pro-
duce home-grown players rather than rely
on naturalised talents.

On Sunday, when The Maroons make
their World Cup debut against Ecuador, 18
out of the 26 players to choose from for coach
Felix Sanchez will be Aspire graduates
who've grown up playing together.

This familiarity - and Aspire is just one of
their many links - will be the key for Qatar,
who are relatively unknown to the rest of the
world given that their preparation has been
shrouded in secrecy. The team has held train-
ing camps far away from public glare, in

Spain and Austria, since June and played a lot
of matches behind closed doors, even ensur-
ing that no one except their video analyst
recorded them.

Sanchez may have held his cards close to
his chest but Qatar have an unmistakable
Spanish influence, which is apparent in the
way they play. Almost one-fourth of their
squad plays for the same club, Al Sadd, where
Spanish World Cup winner Xavi was the
manager before he moved to Barcelona.
Xavi’s methods and style have been im-
printed on the minds of these players, with
Akram Afif being an embodiment.

Watch out for Afif, Qatar’s creative outlet
who makes the team tick. At club and coun-
try, the 26-year-old has been given the free-
dom to float around on the pitch to make
things happen. And if his partnership with
Almoez Ali, whois on the verge of becoming
Qatar’s all-time top-scorer, clicks over the
next fortnight, the tiny country will start
dreaming.

Afif and Ali have been playing together
since their pre-teen days and throughout
their journey, Sanchez has been a constant.
A La Masia graduate who counts Pep
Guardiola and Jurgen Klopp as his gurus,
Sanchez led Qatar to the Under-19 Asian
Championship title in 2014 where Afif and
Ali played an influential role. Two years later,
when he was handed over the reins of the
Under-23 side, Qatar almost qualified for the
Rio Olympics, and were crowned Asian
champions in 2019.

Fluid attack, one-touch play

En route to the continental title, Qatar
showed remarkable fluidity and looked a
team that liked to attack, move the ball
around swiftly with delightful one-touch
football and hold possession - tiki-taka in the
desert, if you will. Years of playing together,
right from their academy days to the club
level and finally for the country, has made
Qatar a cohesive team.

But will that be enough to help them see
off the group stage? In recent matches
against Canada, Chile and Croatia U-23,
which Qatar lost, Sanchez’s approach was
more defensive rather than the free-flowing
attacking football which helped them be-
come Asian champions in 2019.

The other big question is, will Qatar be
able to come out firing on all cylinders as
Russia did in 2018? They will have to on
Sunday against Ecuador if the country
hopes to avoid becoming only the
second host country, after South Africa in
2010, to be eliminated in the group stages
of the tournament, given their next two ties
- against Senegal and the Netherlands -
will only get tougher.

Qatar, though, will feel ready and confi-
dent. While the rest of the world coped with
disruptions to their domestic schedule, Qatar
have been training together for the last six
months; trying to apply the finishing touches
to a project that began 18 years ago.

Qatar’s Spanish coach Felix Sanchez (L) oversees a training session on Saturday. Reuters
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