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Pradeep Sharma, CGM (Engg.),NBCC & A Kuppuswami, CGM
(Township Administration),NLCIL signed a MoU in presence of
PK Gupta, CMD, NBCC for establishing CISF Barracks/ Facili-
ties & Trainee Hostel complex at Neyveli Township, Tamil Nadu.

MoU -NBCC

SM Vaidya, Chairman, IndianOil, felicitated 6 inmates from
Yerawada Prison, Pune, who secured Bronze medal for India at
the Intercontinental' Chess for Freedom' Online Championship
for Prisoners, organised by World Chess Federation recently.

FLICITATION- INDIANOIL
Under its CSR & “Go Green” Initiative, SBI donated 10 Electric
vehicles to All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Delh. On be-
half of theBank,DineshKhara,Chairman handedover thee-ve-
hicles to Dr. M. Srinivas, Director, AIIMS, Delhi.

CSR-SBI

Dr.HimantaBiswaSarma,CMofAssam&RameswarTeliMoS,
M/oPNG&Labour &Employment,GOI, flaggedoff nineONGC
aided advanced lifesaving ambulances to medical colleges in
Assam on the occasion of Platinum Jubilee celebrations.

CSR-ONGC

Minister forSocial Justice &Empowerment,DrVirendra Kumar
inaugurated the SHILP SAMAGAM-2022 in, New Delhi re-
cently in the gracious presence of MoS SJ & E Ramdas Ath-
wale, Pratima Bhoumik and Secretary, SJ & E Anjali Bhawra.

INAUGURATION-MoSJE

On Uttarakhand State Foundation Day, Governor Lt Gen
Gurmeet Singh (Secy.) and CM Pushkar Singh Dhami partici-
pated in the main program organized at Police Lines, Race
Course recently.

FOUNDATION DAY-UTTARAKHAND GOVT.

POWERGRID, has announced the Unaudited Financial
Results of the Company for the quarter & half yr ended 30th
Sept., 2022. The company has reported PAT of Rs.3,650 cr
&Total Income of Rs.11,349 cr on consolidated basis
registering a YoY growth of 8%. On standalone basis, the
Company has posted PAT & Total Income of Rs.3,651 cr &
Rs.11,190 cr respectively registering a YoY growth of 9% &
7% respectively during Q2FY23. For 6-month period
(H1FY23), the PAT & Total Income on consolidated basis are
Rs. 7,451 cr & Rs.22,518 cr respectively, which are about
11% & 8% higher with respect to the corre-sponding period of
FY22 (excluding exceptional items), while on standalone
basis, the PAT & Total Income are Rs.7,417 cr & Rs. 22,207
cr respectively, registering a growth of 12% & 7% respectively
with respect to the corresponding period of FY22 (excluding
exceptional items).

GAIL reported Revenue from Operations of Rs 76,063 crs for
the period April – Sept. 2022 as compared to Rs 38,902 crs
in corresponding period of FY 2021-22. Profit before Tax
(PBT) for H1 FY23 stood at Rs5,770 crs as compared to Rs
5,736 crs for the corresponding period in previous year. Profit
after Tax stood at Rs 4,452 crs as compared to Rs 4,393 crs
in corresponding period of previous year. Quarter on Quarter
basis, Revenue from Operations reported is Rs 38,491 crs in
Q2 FY23 as compared to Rs 37,572 crs in Q1 FY23. PBT
stood at Rs 1,876 crs in Q2 FY23 as against Rs 3,894 crs in
previous quarter & PAT stood at Rs 1,537 cr as compared
to Rs 2,915 cr in previous quarter.

DELHI TRANSCO LIMITED is going to establish GIS
substations in different parts of the city to further augment
its transmission network. These substations will be est-
ablished at Budella, Dwarka, Badarpur, Harsh Vihar, Maharani
Bagh, Bharthal and Gopalpur with an investment of around
Rs 1200 crs. Delhi Transco Ltd. in its endeavour to further
improve efficiency and transparency in its business
operations as well as to woo more bidders for its upcoming
projects – organized a Vendors Meet recently. The meet was
attended by bigwigs in electrical equipment manufacturing
such as SIEMENS, GE, ABB, BHEL & TOSHIBA etc.

EIL has been entrusted by the Republic of Guyana to render
the Project Management Consultancy Services for setting up
an Integrated Natural Gas Liquids (NGL) Plant and 300 MW
CCGT Power Plant project in Guyana with an estimated
contract value of US$ 22 Million. As part of this assignment,
EIL shall provide Consultancy Services for setting up the
Integrated Plant and manage the Engineering, Procurement
and Construction of the project on behalf of the Government
of the Republic of Guyana.

Embassy of Japan Japanese cultural festival, Kizuna, 2022
will be organized by the Centre for Japanese Studies, SLL, &
CS, JNU in collaboration with the Embassy of Japan, & will
take place at JNU on 11th Nov. The festival will be a part of the
celebratory events commemorating the 70th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relations between India &
Japan. The festival also aims at introducing traditional &
modern Japanese culture in India & promoting cultural and
people-to-people exchanges between the two nations.

Petronet LNG Ltd During the quarter ended 30th Sept’22
(current quarter), Dahej terminal processed 182 TBTU of LNG
as against 196 TBTU during the previous quarter ended 30th
June’22 & 225 TBTU during the corresponding quarter ended
30th Sept’21. The overall LNG volume processed by the
Company in the current quarter was 192 TBTU, as against the
LNG volume processed in the previous and corresponding
quarters, which stood at 208 TBTU & 240 TBTU respectively.
The Company has reported PBT of Rs 994 Cr in the current
quarter, as against Rs 937 Cr in the previous quarter & Rs
1,105 Cr in the corresponding quarter. The PAT of the current
quarter was reported at Rs 744 Cr as against the PAT of the
previous & corresponding quarters of Rs 701 Cr & Rs 823 Cr
respectively. The Company reported highest ever turnover of
Rs 15,986 Cr in the current quarter, as against Rs 14,264 Cr in
the previous quarter & Rs 10,813 Cr in the corresponding
quarter. The Company reported highest ever turnover of Rs
30,250 Cr in the current half year H1, FY 22-23 as against Rs
19,411 Cr in the corresponding half year H1, FY 2021-22,
registering a growth of 56%.

PNB Net profit for Q2 FY23 was at Rs 411 Cr & grew 33.4% on
QoQ basis. Operating Profit was at Rs 5567 Cr during Q2 FY23
grew by 38.5% on YoY basis. Global NIM improved by 61 bps
to 3.00% in Q2 FY23 from 2.39% in Q2FY’22. For Sept’22.
Global NIM for Q2FY23 improved by 21 bps on QoQ basis. Net
interest income increased by 30.2% YoY to Rs 8271 Cr in Q2
FY23. Cost to income ratio for Q2 FY23 was at 49.93% an
improvement of 834 bps on YoY basis.Global Gross Advances
grew by 12.84% on YoY basis to Rs 830212 Cr in Sept’22.

V I G I L A N C E A W A R E N E S S W E E K

Powergrid, NR -I, Faridabad observed VAW-2022 with the
theme “Corruption free India for a developed Nation”. AK Mi-
shra , ED, NR-1 addressed the audience. M. Kumar, Sr.GM,
Head of Vigilance Department, NRTS-I was also present.

PFC observed Vigilance Awareness Week from October 31
toNov6,2022.The themeof thisyear’svigilanceawareness
week was “Corruption-Free India for a Developed Nation”.
The pledge was administered by Smt. SR Nakra, CVO, PFC.

POWERGRID, a Maharatna company under M/o Power, GOI,
observed VAW with the theme Corruption free India for a de-
veloped Nation. Several programmes were organized for cre-
ating awareness amongst masses & employees.

DFCCIL On VAW 2022, a talk on ‘Vigilance: A Tool for
Good Governance’ by S Menghnani, EDRS/S (IR) & Ex.
CVO/DDA. RK Jain MD DFCCIL awarded winners of Es-
say, Quiz, Slogan Writing competitions & released the
Vigilance Journal.

EdCILThe VAW, 2022 was observed by EdCIL from 31st
Oct to 06thNov,2022,on the theme“Corruption free India for
a developed Nation”. On 31st Oct 2022, integrity pledge was
administered by M Kumar, CMD, EdCIL.

OIL INDIAheld theopeningceremonyofVAWat itsCorpo-
rate Office in Noida. The event was graced by Satyananda
Mishra, IAS (Retd.), Former Secretary, DoPT & CIC as the
Guest of Honor, Dr. Ranjit Rath, CMD & senior officials.

ESICThe closing ceremony of ‘Vigilance Awareness Week’
(31.10.2022 – 06.11.2022) was held on 07th November,
2022 at ESIC Headquarters. SN Patel, CVC graced the func-
tion as the Chief Guest.

HUDCO observed VAW on this year’s theme “Corruption
Free India for a Developed Nation”. The Integrity pledge was
administered to HUDCO officials. The officials were also
administered the Unity Pledge to mark National Unity Day.

´fÂffÔI dU0/¹ffÔ0-(d³fdUQf)/2022-1213 dQ³ffÔI 10-11-2022

BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff (Ad°f A»´fIYf»fe³f)
I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ´fÂffÔI - dU0/¹ffa0-d³fdUQf/2022-1197 dQ³ffÔI
21.10 2022 IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ³fUe³f ¸f¯Oe À±f»f ÀfWþ³fUf
¦fûSJ´fbS ¸fZÔ B³Me¦fiZM ZO ´f`I WfCÀf ¸fZÔ dUôb°f/¹ffadÂfI
Àf¸¶f³²fe I f¹fûÔÊ I e BÊ-d³fdUQf¹fZÔ M c d¶fO dÀfÀM¸f (°fI ³feI e
d¶fO EUÔ dUØfe¹f d¶fO A»f¦f-A»f¦f) dQ³ffaI 10.11.2022
I û Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e ¦f¹fe ±feÜ B³Me¦fiZM ZO ´f`I WfCÀf IZ C¢°f
I f¹fÊ I e BÊ-d³fdUQf dUØfe¹f ø ´f ÀfZ ÀfbQÈP , A³fb·fUe ´fid°fdâ°f
d³f¸ffÊ°ff I ¸´f³fe/C³fIZ Ad²fIÈ °f dUIi Z°ffAûÔ/A³fb·fUe R ¸fûÊÔ
IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ I f¹fÊ I e ´fid°fVf°f QS ´fS dQ³ffÔI
22.11.2022 ´fb³f: I û Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`Ü BÊ-d³fdUQfAûÔ
I e °fI ³feI e d¶fO dQ³ffÔI 22.11.2022 I û A´fSf‰
01.30 ¶fþZ BÊ-MZ³OS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ Af³f»ffBÊ³f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f
C´fd³fQZVfI (dU0/¹ffa0) ¦fûSJ´fbS ¸fZÔ Jû»fe þf¹fZ¦feÜ Cö
d³fdUQf¹fZÔ dQ³ffÔI 21.11.2022 I û A´fSf‰ 5:00 ¶fþZ °fI
UZ¶fÀffBÊM www.etender.up.nic.in ´fS OfC³f»fûO
I S°fZ W bE A´f»fûO I e þf ÀfI °fe W`Ü BÊ-d³fdUQf WZ°fb ²fSûWS
²f³fSfdVf EUÔ d³fdUQf I f ¸fc»¹f (þe0EÀf0Me0 ÀfdW°f) C´f
d³fQZVfI dU0/¹ffa0 ¸f¯Oe ´fdS¿fQ ¦fûSJ´fbS IZ ³ff¸f
AfS0Me0þe0EÀf0/ NEFT I S³ff Ad³fUf¹fÊ Wû¦ffÜ BÀfI e
SÀfeQ / ¹fc0Me0AfS0 ³fa0 d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf Àff±f A´f»fûO
I S³ff Ad³fUf¹fÊ Wû¦ffÜ EZÀff ³f Wû³fZ I e QVff ¸fZÔ R ¸fÊ õfSf
Of»fe ¦f¹fe BÊ-d³fdUQf I û AU`²f ¸ff³f°fZ W bE BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fS
dU¨ffS ³fWeÔ dI ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f CX´fd³fQZVfIY (d½f./¹ffg.)

SXfª¹f IÈYd¿f CX°´ffQ³f ¸f¯OXe ´fdSX¿fQ, CX.´fi.
³f½fe³f ¦f»»ff ¸f¯OXe À±f»f, ¸fWZX½ff ¨fba¦fe, ¦fûSXJ´fbSX-273016
BÊ-¸fZ»f: ddemgrkhpur2016@gmail.com

IiY.
Àfa.

IYf¹fÊ IYf ³ff¸f d³fd½fQf
¸fc»¹f
ªfe.EÀf.MXe.
ÀfdWX°f
(÷Y. ¸fZÔ)

IYf¹fÊ IYe
A³fb¸ffd³f°f
»ff¦f°f
(÷Y.
»ffJ ¸fZÔ)

²fSXûWXSX
²f³fSXfdVf
(÷Y.
»ffJ
¸fZÔ)

IYf¹fÊ
´fc¯fÊ
IYSX³fZ
IYe
A½fd²f

´faªfeIÈY°f
ßfZ̄ fe

1 ³fUe³f ¸f¯Oe À±f»f, ÀfWþ³fUfÔ þ³f´fQ
¦fûSJ´fbS ¸fZÔ B³Me¦fiZMZO ´f`I WfCÀf ¸fZÔ ½fZ´fS
WeM MÑeM¸fZ³M ´»ff¯M-1.5 M³f/¶f`¨f, ½fZ´fS
WeM MÑeM¸fZ³M ¹fcd³fM WZ°fb AfS0 Aû0 ´»ff³M-
2500 »fe0/§f¯Mf I û»O ø ¸f Ãf¸f°ff-20
M³f, ´fie-I û»O ø ¸f-15 M³f, SfBÊd´fd³fa¦f
¨f`¸¶fS-10 M³f, ´fR ´f`³fd»fa¦f, BU´fb`S ZMS
¹fcd³fM, I ³OZd³Àfa¦f ¹fcd³fM, WfBOÑfd»fI ´f`»fZM
MÑI , UZdþMZ¶f»f/¶f³ff³ff UfdVfa¦f VffdMË¦f E¯O
OÑfBÊa¦f »ffB³f, IiZ MÐ Àf, ´f`»fZM , ´»ff³M
¢½ffS³MfB³f ¹fcd³fM, ½fdIË ¦f M Z¶f»f EUÔ
°f°Àf¸¶f³²fe A³¹f ¸fVfe³fSe/C´fI S¯fûÔ I e
Af´fcd°fÊ/À±ff´f³ff/ I d¸fVfd³fÔ¦f/MZdÀMÔ¦f, EUÔ 3
U¿fÊ I e ¦ffS³Me A½fd²f ¸fZÔ ´f`I WfCÀf I f
Àf¸fÀ°f ABM¸fû, d½fôb°f C´fI S¯fûÔ ÀfdW°f 3
½f¿fûÔÊ I f ½ffd¿fÊI I fg¸´fiZWZd³Àf½f A³fbSÃf¯f EUÔ
ÀfÔ¨ff»f³f I f I f¹fÊÜ
Tender ID-2022_RKUMP_732970_3

29500.00 505.59 25.32 12 ¸ffW A³fb·f½fe/
d³f¸ffÊ°ff
I ¸´f³fe/
Ad²fIÈ °f
d½fIiZ °ff

³fûM- MZ³OS Of¢¹fc¸fZ³M UZ¶fÀffBÊM www.etender.up.nic.in
´fS dQ³ffÔI 21.11.2022 A´fSf‰ 5:00 ¶fþZ °fI C´f»f¶²f
SWZ¦ffÜ d³fdUQf Vf°fÊZÔ UZ¶f ÀffBM ´fS QZJe þf ÀfI °fe W`aÜ

WÀ°ff./-
CX´f d³fQZVfIY (dU0/¹ffaq)
¸f¯OXe ´fdSX¿fQ, ¦fûSXJ´fbSX

´fÂffÔI dU0/¹ffÔ0-(d³fdUQf)/2022-1217
dQ³ffÔI 10-11-2022

TRACTION INSTALLATION DIRECTORATE
Open E-Tender Notice

For and on behalf of President of India, The Traction Installation Directorate of
RDSO, Lucknow invites open E-Tender (online) for the following work:-

Details of above E-Tender is available on web site. (www.ireps.gov.in). Tenderers
can submit their bids from 01.12.2022 to 15.12.2022 up-to 15.00 hrs. Only E-bid
shall be accepted against above tender, Cost of tender document will be paid
through online payment mode as available on IREPS portal only. No other mode of
payment is acceptable. In case any technical difficulty, help desk of CRIS/New Delhi
may be approached. The telephone numbers are:- 011-24105180, 24102855,
23370704, 23370703.

Sd/-
(Girraj Kishore)

Joint Director/TI-II
For Director General

Letter No.: RDSO/589/2022 RDSO, Lucknow-226011.

E-Tender
Notice

No.

Name of work Approx.
Cost of

Work (Rs.)

Earnest
Money
(Rs.)

Cost of
Tender

Document
Rs.

Completion
Period

Date &
Time of
closing

RDSO-TI-
OHE-
SIMU-

2022-01

Dynamic
Simulation of

OHE-
Pantograph

Interaction upto
200 kmph train

operation

4668487.00 93400.00 00.00 03 Months 15/12/2022
15:00 hrs

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, MINISTRY OF RAILWAY
RESEARCH DESIGNS & STANDARDS ORGANISATION,

Manak Nagar, Lucknow-226011.

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F, ³F¦FSX ´FFdÕXIY d³F¦F¸F, IYûSX¶FF (LXØFeÀF¦FPXÞ)

IiY. /d³F¸FFÊ̄ F/2022 dQ³FFaIY 04.11.2022

EIYeIÈY°F ´FaªFe¹F³F ´Fi¯FFÕXe Aa°F¦FÊ°F ÀFÃF¸F ßFZ¯Fe ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈY°F NZXIZYQFSXûÔ ÀFZ d³F¸³FdÕXdJ°F
d³F¸FFÊ¯F IYF¹FÊ WZX°Fb (Online) AF³FÕXFBÊ³F d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`X:-
IiY. IYF¹FÊ IYF d½F½FSX¯F A³Fb¸FFd³F°F ÕXF¦F°F d³Fd½FQF OXFÕX³FZ IYe

(÷Y. ÕXFJ ¸FZÔ) Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F
1 298.40 21.11.2022

(T.No. 113739)

2 170.84 21.11.2022
(T.No. 113741)

3 348.00 21.11.2022
(T.No. 113742)

4 298.56 21.11.2022
(T.No. 113769)

CX´FSXûöY IYF¹FûÊ IYe d³Fd½FQF IYe ªFF³FIYFSXe BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX ½FZ¶F ´FûMÊXÕX http://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ÀFZ
OXFDY³FÕXûOX IYe ªFF ÀFIY°Fe W`X, ÀFF±F WXe d³F¦F¸F IZY ½FZ¶F ÀFFBÊMX www.korbamunicipal.in E½Fa
www.korba.urbanecg.gov.in ´FSX ·Fe QZJe ªFF ÀFIY°Fe W`XÜ

ÜÜ À½F¨LX ·FFSX°F d³F¸FFÊ¯F ¸FZÔ ¹Fû¦FQF³F QZÔÜÜ WXÀ°FF/-
IYF¹FẾ FFÕ Ad·F¹Fa°FF

40419 ³F¦FSX ´FFdÕXIY d³F¦F¸F IYûSX¶FF (LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX)

BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FcSX¸FZÔMX d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF

³F¦FSX d³F¦F¸F ÃFZÂF IZY IYûÀFF¶FFOXe ªFû³F Aa°F¦FÊ°F ½FFOÊX IiY. 22
E¨F AFBÊ ªFe IYFGÕX³Fe E¸F.´Fe. ³F¦FSX E½Fa d¾F½FFªFe ³F¦FSX ½FFOÊX
IiY. 28 AFSX ´Fe ³F¦FSX¦F ¸FZÔ ¶Fe.MXe. SXûOX d³F¸FFÊ¯F IYF¹FÊ
(dõ°Fe¹F d³Fd½FQF) (15 ½FZ d½FØF AF¹Fû¦F)
½FFOÊX IiY. 31 JSX¸FûSXF WXFCXdÀFa¦F ¶FûOÊX IYFGÕXû³Fe ÀFZ QFQSX
¨FüIY °FIY ¶Fe.MXe. SXûOX d³F¸FFÊ¯F IYF¹FÊ (dõ°Fe¹F d³Fd½FQF)
(14 ½FZ d½FØF AF¹Fû¦F)
IYûÀFF¶FFOXe ªFû³F Aa°F¦FÊ°F AFBÊ.MXe.AFBÊ. ¨FüIY ÀFZ ¨FZIY´FûÀMX
°FIY E½Fa AFSX. EÀF.EÀF. ³F¦FSX ªFû³F Aa°F¦FÊ°F EÀF.BÊ.ÀFe.EÕX.
¦FZMX ÀFZ SmX»½FZ IYFGÕXû³Fe ¦FiFDY¯OX °FIY ¶Fe.MXe. SXûOX d³F¸FFÊ¯F
IYF¹FÊ (dõ°Fe¹F d³Fd½FQF) (15 ½FZ d½FØF AF¹Fû¦F)
IYûSX¶FF ªFû³F Aa°F¦FÊ°F ÀFb³FFdÕX¹FF ¨FüIY ÀFZ ÀFe°FF¸F¯Fe ¨FüIY
°FIY, AFSX.EÀF.EÀF. ³F¦FSX ªFû³F Aa°F¦FÊ°F ¸F`d¦ªF³F ·FFNXF ÀFZ
d¶FSXÀFF ¸Fb¯OXF °FIY E½Fa ¶FFIYe ¸Fû¦FSXF ªFû³F Aa°F¦FÊ°F d½Fd·FÖF
À±FF³Fû ´FSX ¶Fe.MXe. SXûOX d³F¸FFÊ¯F IYF¹FÊ (dõ°Fe¹F d³Fd½FQF)
(15 ½FZ d½FØF AF¹Fû¦F)

UU..PP.. JJAALL NNIIGGAAMM (NAGARIYA),

E-E-TTEENNDDEERR NNOOTICETICE
Letter No.: 592/ /57 Dated : 07.11.2022NNiivviiddaa

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
NDII CONSTRUCTION DIVISION (E/M),

STP CAMPUS, MALHIPUR ROAD,
SAHARANPUR

U.P. Jal Nigam invites E-bids for
“Construction of 3 nos. New
Tubewell by D.C./R.C. Rig Machine
and SITC of Pumping plant & its
associated works at 1. Ward No.-
04 Mahadev Colony 2. Ward No.-
33 Indraprashtha Colony 3.
Ward No.- 63 Ali Ki Chungi in
Saharanpur city under Deposit
Work , Distt- Saharanpur." from
eligible, reputed and experienced
bidders. Detailed bid document
will beavailable fordownload from
1144..1111..22002222 1111::3300 AA..MMat . on
Uttar Pradesh Government's
e-procurement portal https://
etender.up.nic.in and may be
submittedonlineupto2211..1111..22002222
at . E-tender Cost is11:00 A11:00 A.M.M
Rs.5,000+18% GST. Tenders
will be opened on 2211..1111..22002222
at , in this office.11:30P11:30P.M..M.

New Delhi



Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, read all scheme related documents carefully.
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Contact your MFD /RIA.

HDFC Business Cycle Fund aims to invest in businesses likely on the cusp / midst of a favourable business cycle.

HDFC Business Cycle Fund
(An open ended equity scheme following business cycle based investing theme)
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KNOWMORE
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#For latest riskometer, investors may refer to the Monthly Portfolios disclosed on the website of the Fund viz. www.hdfcfund.com

*Investors should consult their financial advisers, if in doubt about whether the
product is suitable for them.

Name of Scheme This product is suitable for investors who are seeking*:

HDFC Business Cycle Fund
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To generate long-term capital appreciation/ income

Investment predominantly in equity & equity related
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SACRILEGECASE
ACCUSEDKILLEDP9

RITUSARIN
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

FORMERANDAMAN&Nicobar
(A&N) Islands Chief Secretary
Jitendra Narain, who is facing
chargesof gangrapeandsexual
assault, was arrested on
ThursdayafteraSessionsCourt
in Port Blair rejected his

anticipatory bail plea.
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

THESUPREMECourtonThursday
allowed activist Gautam
Navlakha, arrested in the Elgaar
Parishad case, to be shifted from
jailtohousearrestinMumbaifor
amonth,imposingcertaincondi-
tions,includingCCTVsurveillance,
restrictionsonuseof phone, and
noaccesstoInternet.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

DELHI LIQUORPOLICYCASE

ED arrests son
of Aurobindo
Pharma founder
PernodRicardGMalsoarrested;no
documentaryproof:Reddy lawyer

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, HYDERABAD,
NOVEMBER10

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
Thursday arrested P Sarath
Chandra Reddy, Director,
AurobindoPharmaLimited,and
Benoy Babu, General Manager,
International Brands, Pernod
Ricard India, inconnectionwith
itsmoneylaunderingprobeinto
allegedirregularitiesinthenow-
scrapped liquor policy of the
Delhigovernment.
While the agency sought 14

days custody before Special
Judge NK Nagpal at Rouse
AvenueCourt, thedistrict court

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Aurobindo
Pharma
Director
Sarath
Reddy

THEEDsays the ac-
cused formeda cartel to
corner a larger share of
the retail liquor busi-
ness thanwhat the
policy allowed. Public
servants allegedly re-
ceivedkickbacks.

3arrestedin
3months

EXPRESSNETWORK

DEVENDRAPANDEY
ADELAIDE,NOVEMBER10

DURING THE changeover be-
tween the 14th and15th over, a
forlornHardikPandyawasspot-
ted sitting on the electronic ad-

vertisementboardneartheIndia
dugout. Behind himwere the
support staff watching the
tragedy unfolding before them
with a sense of numbness. The
playerson the field, too,walked
detachedly,perhapswishingfor
theordeal toend.
Bythen,Indiahadpractically

lostthesemifinal.England,after
a14-runoverfromMohammed
Shami, required just 15 runs
from36 balls to hunt down the
target of 169 India had set for
them. Exactly two overs later,
they wrapped up a most

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

EXPRESSINAUSTRALIA

India lost toEnglandby10wicketsonThursday.AP

SC allows plea
by Navlakha,
grants house
arrest for month

Out of WC and ideas, India face need to rebuild

No bail, ex-chief secy held
in Andaman gangrape case

The IndianExpress report
onOctober15

New Delhi
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3Things:EWSandthe
changingdiscourseof
reservation in India
OnMonday,a5-judgebenchof Supreme
courtupheldthe103rdamendmentact
which introducesa10percentquota for
EWS, raisingmultiplequestions,especially
about theconceptof reservationandthe
constitutionalvalidityof theamendment.
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Narain, whowill face custo-
dial interrogationbytheSpecial
Investigation Team (SIT) set up
bytheA&Npolice, isexpectedto
beproduced incourtonFriday.
On October 1, Narain and

A&N Labour Commissioner R L
RishiwerenamedinanFIRfiled
attheAberdeenpolicestationin
Port Blair, based on the com-
plaint of a 21-year-oldwoman.
BothNarainandRishihavesince
beensuspended.
As reported by The Indian

Express on October 15, the
womaninPortBlairhadaccused
Narain and Rishi of sexual as-
sault and gangrape at the Chief
Secretary'sofficialresidence,al-
leging that they had lured her
with the promise of a govern-
ment job.
On October 28, The Indian

ExpressreportedthattheSIThad
found evidence and recorded
keywitnessstatementspointing
to an alleged job-for-sex racket,
aspartofwhichover20women
areallegedtohavebeentakento
Narain's residence in Port Blair
duringhis year-long tenureand
some of them are said to have
got jobs in lieuof beingsexually
exploited.
Saying that the allegations

were “grave and heinous in na-
ture”,DistrictandSessionsJudge
SubhashKumarKaronThursday
said“theneedofcustodialinter-
rogation...cannotberuledoutfor
theinterestofproperandimpar-
tial investigation”.
The court emphasised that

theaccusedwasahigh-ranking
bureaucratwhoheldthecharge
ofchiefsecretary,andhis“power

andposition cannot be equated
withamanof commonstrata”.
Detailing the nature of the

complaint, the judgenoted that
“penetrativesexualassault”was
committed on the woman on
twooccasions.
During the over two-hour-

long hearing, the public prose-
cutor appearing for the UT ad-
ministration and the lawyer
representingthewomanvoiced
apprehensions about Narain
tamperingwithcrucialevidence
and influencingkeywitnesses.
“The judge spent plenty of

time going through the case di-
ariesandtestimoniesof thewit-
nesses andwas convinced that
custodial interrogationwas re-
quired,” P C Das, the woman's
lawyer, told The Indian Express
fromPortBlair.
The court, in its order, noted

the state's contention that al-
thoughNarainhadappearedbe-
foretheSIT,hewas“notcooper-

ating with the investigation in
anymanner”, whichmade his
custodialinterrogationessential.
It also noted that the other

two accused in the case, Rishi
and Rinku, a hotel owner, were
abscondingsincethetimeof fil-
ingoftheFIR,andtheirbailpleas
hadbeenrejectedbythecourtin
Port Blair. The A&N police have
announcedRs1 lakhreward for
information on each of the two
persons.OnNarain'sallegations
of a “criminal conspiracy”
againsthim,thecourtnotedthat
thehearing onThursdaywas to
inferwhetherhiscustodialinter-
rogationwasrequired,anditwas
now up to him to disclose and
establishsuchmattersif thecase
goes to trial.
Narain approached the

Sessions Court after the
Supreme Court, on Monday,
askedhimtoapproachthejuris-
dictional court in the A&N
Islands foranticipatorybail.

On October 20, the Delhi
High Court had granted Narain
interim protection from arrest
till October 28. The next day, he
approached the Calcutta High
Court circuit bench, sitting at
Port Blair, seeking extension of
time, saying the next circuit
bench would start only on
November14,bywhichtimethe
protectiongrantedtohimwould
be over. In its October 21 order,
the circuit bench continued the
relief and asked him to appear
before theSITprobing thecase.
The UT administration then

approachedtheSupremeCourt,
challengingtheanticipatorybail
granted to him. It said that
Narain's decision to approach
the Delhi HC and Calcutta HC
“instead of... the jurisdiction
SessionsCourtatPortBlair,with
a plea that no forumwas avail-
able to him on account of vaca-
tion, is nothing but a blatant at-
tempt of forum shopping and
abuseof processof law”.
AppearingfortheUTadmin-

istration,SolicitorGeneralTushar
Mehta had said the statement
givenbythewomantothemag-
istrate under CrPC Section 164
had already been corroborated
by independent witnesses. He
alsosaidthattheaccusedhad“al-
readytamperedwithevidence”.
He pointed out that the co-

accused in the case had gone to
thejurisdictionalcourtintheUT,
whichhaddeniedrelief.
Appearing forNarain, senior

advocateMukulRohatgi said the
allegationof rapewasofApril14,
andthatNarainwasonanofficial
visittoDelhifromApril11to18.

Overruling the NIA's objec-
tions, the bench of Justices KM
Joseph and Hrishikesh Roy al-
lowed the 70-year-old activist's
pleainwhichhehadcitedhealth
grounds.
Navlakha,whoisfacingUAPA

charges in connectionwith the
case, is lodged inTaloja jail near
Mumbai. Seeking transfer to
house arrest, he had said he
would stay with his sister,
MridulaKothari, inMumbai.
TheNIApointedoutthatone

of the doctors who had signed
themedicalreportsubmittedby
Navlakha was Mridula's hus-
band,DrSKothari, a seniordoc-
torat JaslokHospital.
Additional Solicitor General

S V Raju, appearing for the NIA,
said Navlakha had pressed for
being examined at Jaslok
Hospital, knowing that his
brother-in-law was there.
Contending that there is an ele-
ment of bias and possibility of
the report being tainted, he
urged the court to order a fresh
independentassessment.
Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal,

appearingforNavlakha,saidthe
report was backed by scientific
examinationbyotherdoctors.
Agreeingwith the view, the

benchsaidconsideringNavlakha's
health,hemaynotbeunjustified
inrequestinghousearrest.
Following the questions

raisedbyNIAaboutthemedical
report, Sibal said Navlakha
would stay with his partner,
SahbaHusain,andnothissister.
Thecourtallowedthis.
With the court resolving to

allowhousearrest, theNIAsug-
gested some restrictions.
Agreeingwithmost of the sug-
gestions, the court asked the
agency to “carry out necessary
evaluation of the premises” be-
foreNavlakha is shifted.
The order said the agency

was “free to deploy appropriate

policepersonnel”tomonitorand
preventanymisuseofthehouse
arrest,andaskedNavlakhatode-
positRs2.4lakhasestimatedex-
penses forhis security.
“Petitioner will not use a

computer, Internet or anyother
communication device while
under house arrest. He will,
however, be permitted to use a
mobilephonewithout Internet,
providedbypolicepersonnelon
duty, once a day for 10minutes
inthepresenceofthepolice,”the
bench said. He should not use
any other phone including that
ofhiscompanion,whichshould
be a basic phone without
Internet connectivity.
ThecourtsaidNIAcouldcarry

out surveillance and record calls
on the companion’s phone, and
she should not delete details of
callsormessagesfromherphone.
Sibal said Navlakha has a

houseinDelhi,butthecourtsaid
hewouldnotbeallowedtoleave
MumbaiorNaviMumbai.
He canmeet twomembers

of his family for three hours a
week,detailsofwhomshouldbe
provided to the NIA. No elec-
tronicgadgetswouldbeallowed
insidethehouseevenwhenvis-
itors call onhim, it said.
While the NIA sought per-

missiontoinstallCCTVcameras
inside the rooms, the court al-
lowedthemtobeinstalledatthe
entranceandoutsideeachroom.
Theentireexpenseformaintain-
ing them would be borne by
Navlakha, it said.
Thecaserelatestoallegedin-

flammatory speechesmade at
theElgaarParishadconclaveheld
in Pune on December 31, 2017,
whichthepoliceclaimtriggered
violence the next day near the
Koregaon-Bhimawarmemorial.
ThePunepolicehadclaimedthe
conclavewas organised bypeo-
ple withMaoist links. The NIA
later tookover theprobe.

ED arrests son of Aurobindo Pharma founder
granted aweek’s remandwith
directions to conduct proceed-
ingsunderCCTVfootage.
The ED told the court Reddy

was “oneof the kingpins” and a
“majorbeneficiaryofthecarteli-
sation”whosecartelgroup“con-
trolled30percentofDelhiliquor
market.” It also accused him of
giving a bribe of Rs 100 crore to
Delhi Excise officials through
AAP Communication in-charge
VijayNair.
Babu, the agency said, “cre-

ated a nexus to gain market
share” and possessed sensitive
excise policy documents. It also
told the court he had a role in
generatingproceedsof crimeto
the tune of Rs 50 crore. “Of the
31 licenses, Babu gave away 29
licenses to retailers. We also
found the draft of Delhi liquor
policy in his email. Liquor li-
censesweregivenouttoaselect
fewdeliberately,” anEDofficial,

who did notwish to be named,
toldThe IndianExpress.
Sarath Reddy is the son of P

V Ram Prasad Reddy, Founder,
AurobindoPharma,andson-in-
lawofco-founderandManaging
Director K Nityananda Reddy.
Aurobindo is a listed company
and a big player in the generic
drugsmarket with a total con-
solidated turnover of Rs 23,455
crore in2021-22.
Reacting to the arrest of

SarathReddy,Aurobindoshares
plunged 11.69 per cent to close
atRs478.10ontheBombayStock
Exchange. In a communication
tothestockexchanges,thecom-
panysaidSarathReddy“isnotin
anywayconnectedwiththeop-
erations of Aurobindo Pharma
Limitedor its subsidiaries”.
PernodRicard India is a sub-

sidiaryoftheFrenchspiritscom-
panyPernodRicard, and itmar-
kets premium liquor brands

suchasGlenlivet.
The development is politi-

cally significant as the family of
Sarath Reddy is related to
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
JaganMohanReddy’scloseaide
and YSRCP Member of
Parliament Vijay Sai Reddy.
Sarath’s brother is married to
Vijay Sai Reddy’s daughter. In
fact, in its March 31, 2012,
chargesheet against YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy, the Central
Bureau of Investigation had
namedSarathReddyasthesev-
enthaccused,alleginghehadin-
vested Rs 7 crore in Jagan
Reddy’s Jagati Publications
Private Ltd at an exaggerated
premium of Rs 350 per share,
andchargedhimunder IPCsec-
tions120-Band420.
Inthedistrictcourt,advocate

ManuSharma,whorepresented
Reddy, said the agency was
recording the statements of his

employeestobuilditscase.“This
isanoldapproach–youdon’tget
documentary evidence, you get
oral evidence… An employee
whojoinedtheinvestigationsuf-
feredpermanenthearinglossin
his left ear. If I suffer a beating
and can’t hear anymore, what
can Ido”hesaid.
Babu’s lawyer Madhav

KhuranatoldthecourtBabu“isa
witness of the CBI as of yester-
day”. “This is crucial. If I am not
an accused in the predicate of-
fencewhichisthemotherofthis
offence, can I be made an ac-
cusedhere?”hesaid.
AdvocateZohebHassan,who

appeared for the ED told the
court, itcannotbethatawitness
inascheduledoffencecannever
be an accused in Prevention of
MoneyLaunderingAct.“If thatis
accepted, money laundering
laws will be defeated in this
country,”hesaid.

● SC allows Navlakha plea, grants
house arrest for a month

comprehensive victory,with 10
wickets and four overs in the
bank. The executioners of the
chase,AlexHalesandJosButtler
huggedeachotherheartily.
The gamewas an exhibition

of England’s prowess aswell as
the depth of their talent. It was
also a realisation that India
neededtorethinktheirapproach
inT20s.Theyarestillold-school.
The powerplay conservatism
when batting and reliance on
swingbowlersupfronthavebe-
come outdated. Hales and
Buttler,T20specialistsandstars
of leagues around the world,
scored 63 in the first six overs.
India'sTop3—RohitSharma,KL
Rahul and Virat Kohli — were
conservative, managing just 38
in thepowerplay.
ThatPandyaisleadinganew-

look team to New Zealand
withindayscouldbeaprecursor.
The leading voices of Indian
cricket too were suggesting
change. “Indiamayhave to look
at a relatively new team,” said
RaviShastri after thegame.
SunilGavaskar,too,hintedat

that. “There could be (T20) re-
tirements,therearealotofplay-
ers in theirmid-30s,”hesaid.
A wholesale churn is ex-

pectedandemulatingEngland’s
templatewouldn’tbeabadidea.
Buttler’sunitwasconfidence

personified. Once they had re-
stricted India to168onaplacid,

subcontinent-like surface,
England knew this was their
game to lose. In the innings
break, leg-spinner Adil Rashid
told the broadcasters: “If you'd
said 168 in the beginning of the
day,we'dhavebeenhappywith
that.”
Thattheyprobablyassumed

they lost somemomentum at
the death was due to Hardik
Pandya’s brutal 63 off 33 balls,
enabling his team to pick 68 off
the last five overs. But for his
death-over strikes, India’s em-
barrassment would have been
deeper on a daywhen England
madeateamfullof IPLstarslook
likeaclubside.
England, meanwhile, have

shownthedepthof theirpool in
Australia. Just before theWorld
Cup, they had lost their star
wicket-keeper batsman Jonny
Bairstow, who slipped when
playing golf. His replacement
was Hales, who has been on a
roll thisWorldCup.
Haleshasbeenawayfromin-

ternational cricketafter the fall-
out with former captain Eoin
Morgan and other disciplinary
issues. Hewas nowhere in the
reckoning,but theselectorsand
captain Buttler thought his BBL
experience and success in
Australiawouldbehandy.Hisin-
clusionhasnot justbeenhandy,
butthemostinspireddecisionin
England’s journey to theWorld

Cup final. He is England’s top-
scorer,with211runsatanaver-
ageof 52andstrike rateof 148.
The 33-year-old and Buttler

ransacked 33 runs from three
oversby India’snew-ball pairof
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
ArshdeepSingh.Thebiggestsign
of the panicwas Axar Patel be-
ing summoned to bowl the
fourth.
Not that the Englishmen re-

lented. Theymaintained a rate
of 10 runs per over throughout
the game. On a pitch with no
steep bounce, untoward lateral
movement or outrageous turn,
India’sbowlersstruggledtofind
a breakthrough. How dearly
they missed someone like
JaspritBumrah, someonecapa-
ble of producing magic from
thinair.
England, too, could have ar-

guedthat theirbestT20bowler,
Jofra Archer, has been long in-
jured.Adaybeforethefinal,they
lost their second best, Mark
Wood, too. But their depth is
frightening — in came Chris
Jordan, who bowled splendidly
at thedeath.
England,distinctly,hadavar-

ied attack. Jordan amped up
pace; ChrisWoakes produced
extra lift that accounted for KL
Rahul with the new ball; Sam
Curran’sblendofanglesandslip-
periness kept India’s batters on
a leash; and the wrist-spin of

Rashidprisedoutthemostdan-
gerous of India’s batsmen,
SuryakumarYadav.
As resourceful as England’s

bowlers were, India’s batsmen
were short of ideas. Theywere
too rigid. The usual strategy of
cementing a solid base and ex-
panding at the death— albeit a
safe template against most
teams orwhen chasing, would
not work on a benign surface
suchasthis—atleastnotagainst
a team that bats deep andhas a
widevarietyof hitters.
Indiawillcursethestarsthat

ofallthegames,Suryachosethis
one to flop. But championship-
winning sides don’t rely on just
oneor two individualsalone.
Itraisesabiggerquestion.Did

India have the quality to win a
championship? In fact, apart
from Zimbabwe and the
Netherlands games, they have
been pushed to the brink and
had to rely on individual dazzle
andpanickyopponents.
The euphoria after the

Pakistan game looks distant.
Pakistan,ontheotherhand,will
believethatfortuneissmilingat
them. TheWorldCupof 1992 is
playing out all over again. The
lastalignmentofdestiny,too,has
arrivedintheformofEnglandas
their opponent in the final. And
now it’s amatter of who could
be their Wasim Akram next
Sunday.

● Out of WC and ideas, old-school India now face need to rebuild
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● No bail, ex-chief secy held in Andaman gangrape case

AndamanandNicobarex-chief secretary JitendraNarain is
brought toaPortBlairhospitalThursdayforacheckup.PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER10

THE ABSENCE of the Karnataka
BJPpresidentatpartyevents, in-
cludingPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi's scheduled visit to
Bengaluru on November 11 for
the unveiling of a new airport
terminalandastatueofthecity's
founderKempegowda,has trig-
geredspeculationof impending
changes in the state leadership
aheadof the2023polls
OnNovember5,NalinKumar

Kateel, who was part of party
events till lastweek— including
theJanSankalpyatrastohighlight
the achievements of the state
government—announced his

leaveofabsencefor10daysfrom
allpartyactivities,citingmedical
advice.“State-wideJanSankalpa
yatras and other party pro-
grammes are progressing well
under other leaders. I'munder-
goingmedicaltreatment,andon
the advice of doctors, won't be
able to attend any of these pro-
grammes for 10 days. I'll return
soon to serve the party andmy
constituency,”Kateelannounced
onsocialmediaonNovember5.
The state BJP president,who

hasbeenfacingflakwithinparty
ranks in recentmonths for poor
turnouts at public events of the
party, will be absent at a time
when a senior BJP functionary
closetotheparty'scentralleader-
ship is touring the state and

meetingseniorleaders.VSatish,
the BJP’s joint general secretary
(organisation),beganathree-day
tourofKarnatakaonMonday, in
whatisseenasanexercisebythe
party leadership to carry out an
independent assessment of the
organisation,aheadoftheprepa-
rationfor the2023polls.
Whowill lead the state BJP

intotheAssemblypollsisgoingto
beapressingissueforthepartyin
the comingmonths. BJP sources

saidSatishheldbackroomdiscus-
sionswithseniorstateBJPleaders
andofficebearerslikegeneralsec-
retaries, toobtainapictureof the
ground realities in the organisa-
tion.Hewill conveythereport to
central leaders. But the carrying
outof theexerciseintheabsence
of the stateBJPpresidenthas re-
vived suggestions that Kateel is
likelytobereplacedsoon.
“There'sspeculationaboutthe

future of the state BJPpresident,
inlightofhisabsenceaheadofthe
PM's visit,” said a BJP source,
addingthatKateelwasundergo-
ingmedicaltreatmentandthatno
changeswereafoot.“Satish'svisit
is not linked to the state presi-
dent'sabsence,”headded.
The speculation that Kateel

couldbereplacedafterhisthree-
year tenure ended inAugust has
beenfloatingsinceJuly,alongwith
therumourthattheBJPisconsid-
ering Union minister Shobha
Karandlajeashisreplacement.
In recent weeks, there have

been reports that some BJP ral-
lies were not drawing crowds,
especially inplaces likeMandya
in southern Karnataka, where
theywereheadedbyKateel.
KarnatakaBJPisscheduledto

identifycandidates forthe2023
polls inthecomingmonths,and
there is speculation thatmany
senior and “non-performing”
MLAs will be overlooked. On
Thursday, Karnataka BJP Rajya
Sabha member Lahar Siroya
tweeted,askingseniorleadersto

stand down from contesting
electionstoletnewfacesrise,cit-
ingGujaratBJP'sdecisiontodeny
tickets toold facesandgoahead
withYoungTurksfortheGujarat
Assemblypolls thisDecember.
Earlier this week, former

KarnatakaCMandBJPparliamen-
taryboardchiefB.S.Yediyurappa
washeardover TVmicrophones
telling his associate, Kalakappa
Bandi — a BJPMLA fromnorth
Karnataka—that it is unlikely he
willgeta ticket in2023.Thetone
of theformerCM—whoonlyre-
gainedimportancewithintheBJP
inAugust2022,afterbeingforced
to quit as CM in July 2021—was
light-hearted banter, but it only
added fuel to the fire of specula-
tionsaround“deadwood”.

NalinKumar
Kateelhas
taken10-day
‘medical’
leave

Karnataka BJP chief absence at party events sparks replacement talk

New Delhi
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GURGAON,NOVEMBER10

A 24-YEAR-OLD private com-
pany employee and his elder
brother were allegedly beaten
up by bouncers after an alleged
argument at a bar in Gurgaon,
saidpolice.
Accordingtopolice, the inci-

dent took place on October 21,
but a case was registered
Wednesdayafter investigation.
In the police complaint, the

victim Sidharth, who works
with a private software firm in
Gurgaon, said he and his elder
brother had gone to a restau-
rant/bar on Golf Course Road,
Sector 42, Gurgaon, with
friends.
“At thebar, our three friends

had a fight with the bouncers.
My brother and I tried to inter-
vene to break up the fight, but
the bouncers started assaulting
us.Werandownstairsoutof the
bar, but the bouncers cornered
usoutsideandthrasheduswith
hockey sticks. At least 10-12
bouncers roughed us up for no
reason and threatened us.We,
somehow,managed to escape,”
healleged in theFIR.
Thecomplainantaddedthat

theywent to civil hospital and
got treated for their injuries.
A police officer said, “The

complainantandhisbrothersuf-
fered blunt injuries. Probe and

CCTV footage shows that 2-3
bouncerswerepresentatthebar
at the time of the incident and
they were not armed with
hockey sticks.We are verifying
the contents of the complaint.
Noarresthasbeenmadesofar.”
AnFIRwasregisteredagainst

the accusedunder sections 323
(voluntarily causing hurt), 341
(wrongful restraint), 506 (crim-
inal intimidation) and34 (com-
mon intention) of the Indian
Penal Code at Sector 29 police
station, saidpolice.
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NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

TWO STUDENTS sustainedmi-
nor injuries after clashes broke
out between two groups inside
Jawaharlal Nehru University
Thursday evening. Police were
calledintothecampustocontrol
thesituation.
Accordingtopolice,nocom-

plaint has been filed and no ar-
rest/detentionhasbeenmadeso
far.Policesaidthefightwasover
a personal issue between two
students, andmore joined in.
A purported video from the

university campus showsmen
walking aroundwith sticks and
lathis.
Manoj C, DCP (Southwest),

said,“APCRcallwasmadearound
5pmaboutthestudents fighting
nearNarmadaHostel.We found
thatthefightwasoverapersonal

matter.Wehavereceived2MLCs
of students.No complaints have
beenreceivedyet.Necessarylegal
actionisbeingtaken.”
Aseniorpoliceofficeradded,

“We received information from
the college about the fight. Two
students started fighting over a
personal issue and were then
joinedbytheirfriends.Thereare
no student political groups or
anypolitics involved.”
Sources said the area SHO,

ACP and local staff visited the
campus.Afewgatesweresealed
andentrywasbarred.
AJNUofficialsaid,“Lastnight,

a clash took place between two
groupsof studentsatabirthday
party held on campus. One stu-
dent was injured. Today after-
noon, along with people from
outside,boysresortedtoretalia-
tory violence by the group sup-
porting the injured.Campusse-
curity had been alerted to
preventfurtherclashes.Nocom-
plaint has been filed with au-
thorities. The campus is peace-
ful now and the administration
hassoughta report.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

DAYS AFTER a 75-year-old
womanwas robbed and killed
inside her house in Southeast
Delhi’sLajpatNagar,acouplewas
arrestedThursdayinconnection
withthecrime.Policesaidtheac-
cused,Yogesh(31)andRani(26),
werecaughtattheirChhattarpur
Enclave home along with the
stolen jewellery, a pistol and 83
illegal liquorbottles.
The victim, Kulwant Kaur,

wasfounddeadatherresidence
onthefirst floorof abuildingon
Tuesday. She lived alone as her
husband, a businessman, died
five-sevenyearsago.
Accordingtopolice,Ranihad

workedat thevictim’shouse15
yearsago.ShewenttomeetKaur

twodaysbefore the incidentaf-
ter which the couple allegedly
plannedto robandkill her.
On the day of the crime, po-

lice said the duo entered Kaur’s
houseonthepretextofmeeting
herforworkandallegedlystran-
gled her. Kaur’s caretaker later
foundherbody,withinjurieson
herneckandears.Policesaidthe
jewellery was forcefully re-
moved fromKaur’sbody.
Since thegateand lockwere

notdamagedanditappearedto
beafriendlyentry,policestarted
looking for known persons. A
teamunderSHOPradeepKumar
started questioning family and
friends, scanned CCTVs and
mounted technical surveillance
on the victim’s and other per-
son'sphones.“Itwasdifficultbe-
cause the CCTVs at the house
wereinstalledatananglewhich

did not cover the entry. During
enquiry,wefoundthata former
househelpnamedRanirecently
visited Kaur,” said an officer.
Police also recovered a piece of
paperwithRani’snumberon it.
Special Commissioner of

Police (Law and Order)

Sagarpreet Hooda said, “Teams
workedontechnicalsurveillance
and CDR analysis and traced
Rani’s residence to Chhattarpur
Enclave. After more than 18
hoursofsearchingforthem,Rani
andYogeshwere found.”
During questioning, police

said Rani confessed to their
crime. “The couple revealed
they were in dire need of
money... Yogesh had started a
restaurant, but it shut down
during the pandemic. They
were currently surviving on a
smallrental incomefromashop
gifted to them by Yogesh’s fa-
ther. OnNovember 6, Rani first
visited Kaur after which the
couple planned the murder.
Rani told us she observed that
Kaurwaslonelyandhelpless...,”
addedHooda.
Police sources said on

Tuesday,thecoupletookapiece
ofclothasaweaponandwentto
Kaur’s home. Rani introduced
her husband and the twowere
let in. She then entered the
kitchenonthepretextofmaking
tea foreveryone.
“Ranicalledout toKaur, say-

ing there was no milk in the
house. Just as Kaur got up,
Yogesh pounced on her and
strangled her. The couple killed
thewomanandsnatchedallher
jewellery in ahurry, causing in-
juries to her face. They leftwith
their facesmasked to evadede-
tection,” saidapolice source.
Senior police officers said

Yogesh’s brother is allegedly in-
volvedinillegal liquortradeand
had kept bottles and a pistol at
the couple’s home. He is also a
suspect in thecrimeandwill be
questioned,police said.

ROBBERYWASMOTIVE

Thevictim,KulwantKaur

Lajpat Nagarmurder: Domestic help
from 15 yrs ago, her partner arrested

Couple found dead
in Greater Noida flat
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NOIDA,NOVEMBER10

A COUPLE was found dead at
their home in Greater Noida
WestThursdaymorning,inwhat
appears to be amurder-suicide,
said police. The deceasedwere
identified as Deepak Kumar
Gupta (60)andhiswifeMridula
Gupta (59). They lived in Fusion
Homesresidentialsociety.Police
said the family appeared to be
under financial stress.
According to police, they re-

ceivedinformationaboutthein-
cidentaround10.30am.Aforen-
sic teamwas then sent to the
spot along with DCP (Central
Noida)RamBadanSingh.
The DCP said, “A woman

called and said her in-laws had
committedsuicide. I cameto the
spot, alongwithACP-2Yogendra
Singh.”HesaidDeepakwasfound

hangingwhileMridulawasonthe
bedwithstrangulationmarks.
According to theDCP, a pur-

ported note suicide note was
found which indicated that
Deepak had allegedly killed his
wife and then himself. He said,
“Deepakhadfinancialproblems.
Hewasrunninga factorywhich
produced iron articles. Hewas
alsoupsethecouldnotgeteither
of hisdaughtersmarried.”
DCP Singh said they are also

probing possible abetment in
this case: “Deepak had men-
tionedaperson in thenotewho
he alleged did not repay him a
large sumofmoney...weare in-
vestigating this. A case will be
filed under IPC section 306
(abetment tosuicide).”
The couple is survived by

their son, daughter, and daugh-
ter-in-law,wholivedwiththem,
alongwith their elderdaughter,
who liveselsewhere.

Policesaid thefightwas
overapersonal issue
betweentwostudents,
andmore joinedin

2 students injured after groups
clash in JNU, police called in

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GURGAON,NOVEMBER10

AFORMER chairmanof a block
samiti inGurgaonwasarrested
Thursday for allegedly assault-
ing Kherki Daula toll staff and
breakingwindowpanesof sev-
eral cabins after an argument
over delay inmovement of ve-
hiclesWednesdaynight, police
said.
Accordingtopolice, the inci-

dent took place around 10.40
pm. The accusedwas identified
as Hoshiar Singh, a resident of
Naurangpurvillage.
In the complaint, Jitender

Singh, spokesperson of Kherki
Daula toll plaza, said around
10.40 pm, a car stopped at lane
number 10.
“The car’s tag did not have

sufficient balance and the lane
attendant asked thecar’s occu-
panttopaythetoll.Meanwhile,
anothercararrivedfrombehind
in which the accused was
seated,” said Singh.

He added that the accused,
seeminglypeeved,alightedfrom
his carandwalkedupto the toll
operator and started hurling
abusesat thestaff.
Speaking to The Indian

Express, Jitender alleged, “There
was no immediate provocation
fromtollstaffbuttheaccusedgot
aggressive. He slapped a toll at-
tendantandstartedbeatingatoll
operator.He tookout awooden
stick from his car and ran after
another toll operator to attack

him, but the operatormanaged
to runaway.”
He further alleged, “The ac-

cused then broke the window
panes of 15 cabins and booths
withthestick.Healsobrokethe
boom barriers of two booths
and caused damage to proper-
tiesworth over Rs 3 lakh of the
NHAI. Two toll staffers, who
weremanning the booths, suf-
fered minor injuries from the
shattered glass. The accused
also threatened staff.”
Jitendersaidtherewasnode-

lay inmovementof vehicles.
Police said they recovered

CCTV footage in which the ac-
cused could be seen breaking
thewindowsof thebooths.
RajenderSingh,SHO,Kherki

Daula police station, said, “The
accused was arrested and re-
leasedafterhejoinedtheprobe.
He claimed there was an argu-
mentoverthedelayascarswere
heldup in the lane...”
AnFIRwasregisteredagainst

the accused under IPC sections
323,506and427,police said.

Staff beaten up at Kherki Daula toll
plaza, ex-block samiti head arrested

CCTVgrabof the incident

Noarrestshave
beenmadesofar.
Thecomplainant
andhisbrother
sufferedblunt
injuries, saidpolice

Brothers ‘beaten up’
by bouncers at barTeamformed

tolocate
absconding
‘godman’,CBI
tellsDelhiHC
New Delhi: The Central
Bureau of Investigation
informedtheDelhiHigh
CourtThursdaythata10-
member teamhas been
constituted to locate ab-
sconding ‘godman’
Virendra Dev Dixit. The
submission was made
beforeadivisionbenchof
Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium
Prasad in a plea pertain-
ing to the welfare and
protectionoftherightsof
women living in
AdhyatmikVidyalaya,an
ashramrunbyDixit,who
has been declared as a
proclaimedoffender.

3menheld
forbeating
upstaffof
restaurant
Noida: Threemenwere
arrested after they al-
legedlybeatuparestau-
rant staffer in Greater
Noida’s AnsalMall after
not receiving food that
they had ordered, said
police. According to
Vishal Pandey, ADCP
(Greater Noida), “The
three youths had given
an order in the restau-
rant... when it was de-
layed, they beat up the
victim. All three youths,
who are residents of
Dadri, have been ar-
rested.”ENS
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FIVE OUT of Delhi’s 11 revenue
districts — New Delhi, North
Delhi, South Delhi, Southwest
Delhi and Shahdara — are ex-
tractingmoregroundwaterthan
isbeing rechargedannually.
Ofthese,comparedtothean-

nual recharge, New Delhi had
the highest annual extraction.
Thestageofextraction,whichis
the percentage of groundwater
extracted against what was
recharged, was around 121.41%
inNewDelhi.Thiswasfollowed
bySouthDelhiwith116.25%.
The data was presented in

the Central Ground Water
Board’s (CGWB) recently re-
leasedNational Compilationon
Dyna-mic Groundwater
Resources of India report for
2022.
A stage of extraction more

than 100% is categorised by the
CGWBas‘overexploited’.Thear-
easwheregroundwaterisover-
exploited in New Delhi are
Chanakyapuri,VasantViharand
Delhi Cantonment, while in
South Delhi, the areas are Hauz
Khas,MehrauliandSaket,where
extraction ismore than annual
recharge. InNorthDelhi, Narela
was categorised as overex-
ploited.
Close to half of Delhi’s total

area—around47.71%—hasbeen
categorised as ‘overexploited’.
The area has been divided into
34 tehsils, and 15 of these are
overexploited, while seven are
‘critical’,whichmeans thestage
of extraction is90%to100%.
Of thedistricts, fourare ‘crit-

ical’—East,Northeast,Southeast
and West Delhi. Areas cate-
gorised as critical include Sarita
Vihar, Defence Colony, Kalkaji
andMayurVihar.
Muchof thegroundwater in

Delhi, around 80%, is being ex-
tracted for domestic purposes,

while around20% is being used
for irrigation.

According to the data, over-
extractionofgroundwaterisnot

the only problem. Some areas,
including Defence Colony and
Seelampur,werealsofoundtobe
affectedbyarsenic,whichcanbe
toxic.Of the tehsils, salinitywas
anissue in14, includingPunjabi

Bagh, Rajouri Garden, Vasant
Vihar, Rohini, Patel Nagar and
SaraswatiVihar.
The report indicated that

bothgroundwaterrechargeand
extractionhaveseenanincrease
inDelhi ascompared to2020.
The report noted that the

overexploitedassessmentunits
aremostly concentrated in the
northwesternpartsof thecoun-
try—Delhi,Punjab,Haryanaand
westernUttarPradesh—where
“even though the replenishable
sourcesareabundant,therehave
been indiscriminate with-
drawalsofgroundwaterleading
toover-exploitation”.
The report attributes the in-

crease inextraction to theavail-
ability of data. Data of around
12,000 private tubewells regis-
tered with the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) has been incorporated in
this estimation, it noted.On the
increase in the annual recharge
or theextractablegroundwater,
from 0.29 bcm in 2020 to 0.37
bcm this year, the report attrib-
uted it to an increase in piped
watersupplyresultingin“return
seepages”.

RELATEDREPORTS,P10
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WITHIN-CHARGESacrosswards,
districts and Lok Sabha con-
stituencies,theAAPThursdayin-
augurated its ‘war room’ for the
upcomingMCDpolls. The ‘war
room’,locatedattheparty'shead-
quarters,wasinauguratedbyAAP
DelhistateconvenorGopalRai.It
will bemanned by heads of 10
different activities that will be
monitoredfromthere.
“Therearejansamvaadshap-

pening in more than 13,500
boothsacrossDelhi.Theirsched-
ulingand listingof speakers and
other activities are beingmoni-
tored fromhere. Secondly, in an
election, the most important
thing is nominations. We are
forminga large teamof lawyers.
Alongwith a central team, there
are lawyers being designated in
eachAssembly constituency, so
thatnominationscanbefiledsuc-
cessfullyinall250constituencies.
Thirdly, a permission teamhas
been formed for the election
commission, to take permission
for various activities. Fourth, the
monitoringofactivitiesofourstar
campaignerswill be done from
here. Social media andmedia
monitoring will also be done.
After candidate nominations,
theywill also be given different
tasks inthecampaign,andthose
will also bemanaged fromhere.
Alongwiththat,boothandlogis-

ticsmanagementwillbecoordi-
nated fromhere. The last task is
monitoringthebuzzcampaignin
differentareas,incrossroadsand
publicplaces,”saidRai.

He said seven Lok Saba con-
stituency-wise in-charges, 40
district-wisein-charges,and250
in-chargesineverywardwillbe
connected to thewar room.
Raialsocriticisedthe‘vachan

patra’ released by theDelhi BJP.
“It seems as if AAP has been in
charge of MCD for 15 years and
they (BJP) were sitting in the
Opposition, and sayingwhat all
AAPhasnotdonealltheseyears.
Ihavesaidthisbefore,theBJPhas
no agenda going into theMCD
polls,”hesaid.

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

HEARINGTHEbailapplicationof
actorJacquelineFernandezinan
allegedRs200croremoneylaun-
dering case, a Delhi judge
Thursday warned the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
not to implement a “pick-and-
choose policy” and questioned
whytheagencydidnotarresther
andwhy it was using different
yardsticks inthiscase.
Fernandezhasbeenaccused

of enjoying the proceeds of a
crimeinvolvingconmanSukesh
Chandrashekhar, who had al-
legedly extorted Rs 200 crore
from former Fortis Healthcare
promoterShivinderSingh’swife.
Additional Sessions Judge

ShailenderMalik is expected to
pronounce his order on
Fernandez’sbailpleaFridayafter
both sides complete their argu-
ments.Thecourtisalsoexpected
tohearargumentsoncharges in
thiscaseonNovember24.
Senior advocate Siddharth

Aggarwal,onbehalfofFernandez,
beganhisargumentsbytackling
theED’scontentionthatshewas
a flight risk andhad tried to flee
thecountryinthepast.Aggarwal
toldthecourtthatFernandezhad
appeared for questioning twice
and was not named as an ac-
cused.He said shehadnot been
intimated that a lookout notice
hadbeenissuedagainstherwhen
shetriedtotravelabroadin2021.
Subsequently, he said,when

shewantedtovisithermotheron
twooccasions,shewroteanemail
totheagencyseekingpermission

to travel abroad only to bemet
withsilencebecauseofwhichshe
didnot travel. Aggarwal also ap-
prised the court of a subsequent
court order that allowed her to
travel for professional engage-
ments.Aggarwalpointedoutthat
the supplementary chargesheet
in the case had been filedwith-
out her arrest and asked if there
wasaneedtoalterthestatusnow.
The “prosecutor agency hasme
withoutanyprotection”andhas
the“freedomtoaskmeanyques-
tion”,hetoldthecourt.
Special Public Prosecutor

ShaileshNPathak beganhis re-
buttal to the bail plea by stating
Fernandezcannottakebenefitof
provisionsunder thePrevention
ofMoneyLaunderingAct,which
gives relaxation in case the ac-
cusedisawoman,bystatingthat
“criminaljurisprudenceisgender
neutral”.Pathakarguedthereare
otherprovisionswhichstatethat
theeconomicoffenceinquestion
mustbelessthanRs1crore.
ThejudgetoldtheEDtoshow

the criteria to support its argu-
mentsandaskedwhytheagency
did not arrest the accused and
why it filed a chargesheetwith-
out her arrest but chose to op-

poseherbailnow.
“Existenceofpowertoarrest

is one thing and exercise of the
powertoarrestisanotherthing,”
Pathaktoldthecourt.Tothis,the
judgesaid,“Youcan’thaveapick-
and-choose policy. Lookout no-
tice (LOC) can still be kept open.
Why are you putting different
yardsticks?Therecan’tbeapick-
and-choose policy. Theremust
besomereasonfornotarresting.”
The SPP told the court itwas

the“prerogativeoftheinvestigat-
ingofficer to arrest”. Pathakalso
told thecourt theagencywas in-
vestigating amoney laundering
case to the tune of Rs 200 crore
andhadsofarattachedRs7.1crore
in this case. “She has enjoyed,
used, andwas inpossessionof a
huge amount of Rs 7.15 crore. In
myentirelife(Ihave)notseenthis
amount... Once she is sound
enoughfinancially,shewillinflu-
encewitnesses, flee the country
byhookorcrookbecausesheisfi-
nanciallysound,”Pathakargued.
Pathakalsotoldthecourtthat

Fernandez did not cooperate
with the probe: “The accused
was chargesheetedwithout ar-
rest(it)istrue,butshehasnotco-
operatedwith the investigation.
When shewas confrontedwith
evidence,onlythensherevealed
(furtherdetails).”
Wrappinguphis arguments,

Pathak said, “Despite knowing
Sukesh,shewassodesperatelyin-
volved and temptedby financial
strengthofSukeshandcontinued
inthosecriminalactivitiesanden-
joyed the process of crime.We
haveattachedRs7.1crore.(There
is) every chance thatwe can at-
tachmoreandmoreproperty."

ARNAVCHANDRASEKHAR
NOIDA,NOVEMBER10

ALITTLE over twomonths after
theSupertechtwintowerswere
demolished, clearing rubble
fromthespothascometoahalt,
alongwith all construction ac-
tivitiesacrossNoidaandGreater
Noida, due to the construction
ban imposed in the wake of
plummeting air quality across
Delhi-NCR.
As of Thursday, rubble re-

mained piled up at the edge of
the ATS Village and Emerald
Courtsocieties.Three-fourthsof
theroadoutsideEmeraldCourt,
which also has a gate to the site
wheretowersoncestood, is still
blocked for traffic.
Supertech had originally

beendirectedtocompletedebris
removal — 80,000 tonnes— by
November28.While the rubble
isconsiderablyreducedincom-
parisontothedayafterthedem-
olition,alargeamountofbroken
concrete andmetal rebar is still

presentatthesitesurroundedby
afencecoveredingeotextilefab-
ric.
Utkarsh Mehta, partner at

Edifice Engineering, which
broughtdownthe towersalong
with South Africa-based Jet
Demolitions,saidtheremovalof
rubblewasgoingsmoothlyprior
tothepauseonconstruction-re-
lated activities. He estimated
that oncework resumes, about
amonth'sworthofdebrisclear-
ance remains.
Emerald Court RWA presi-

dent UBS Teotia said, "There
were initially someproblemsof
coordination between
SupertechandEdifice,but, after
that, everything was going
smoothly. Residents were also

not facing problems. Now the
work has been paused because
of theGRAPmeasures."
According to Emerald Court

resident Piyush Gupta, the
breaking up of debris had been
going on without any dust is-
sues,whichhadoriginally been
a concern in the days following
the demolition. He added,
"There is notmuch disturbance
other than the noise of thema-
chinesbreaking theconcrete."
28,000 tonnes of the waste

generated at the site is being

processed at a waste plant in
Noida's Sector 80 run by Re
SustainabilityandRecyclingPvt
Ltd,previouslyknownasRamky
ReclamationandRecycling.
The Noida and Greater

Noida authorities are currently
enforcing measures under
GRAP by levying fines upon vi-
olators, with two companies
having recently been fined Rs
5.5 lakh for allegedly carrying
outconstructionworkandleav-
ing construction material un-
covered.
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ORDERONACTOR’SBAILPLEAEXPECTEDTODAY

JacquelineFernandez

Whyno arrest earlier,
court asks ED in case
against Jacqueline

Five districts consume more groundwater
than is being recharged annually in capital

AAP opens its ‘war room’ to
fine-tune campaign, strategy

GopalRai inauguratedthe
‘warroom’ . TashiTobgyal

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

THE BJP Thursday released a
'Vachan Patra' or promise letter
saying the party will provide
houses for all thosewhoare liv-
ing in slums in Delhi, which is
oneof itsmainpitchesintheup-
comingMCDpolls.
Releasing the Vachan Patra,

DelhiBJPpresidentAdeshGupta
andMPManoj Tiwari said it is
the party’s priority to provide
houses and clean water to the
people of Delhi. "Wewill give
water fromtaps to everyhouse.
We will give houses to every
slumdweller," saidTiwari.
Thetwo-page'VachanPatra',

which has photos of Prime
MinisterNarendraModi,BJPna-
tional president J P Nadda and
Delhi unit chief Gupta, said,
"Jahan jhuggiwahanmakan". It
also has a 'Scheme Registration
Form' attached, asking for peo-
ple's details like their Aadhaar
number, name, and father's
nameamongothers.
Lastweek,theDelhiBJPtook

slum dwellers from different
parts of the city on a tour of the
3,024economicallyweakersec-
tion flats in Kalkaji whichwere
recentlyhandedovertoafewof
the beneficiaries of the in-situ
slum rehabilitation project by
Modi. "We are taking people

fromslumclusters of the city to
see how theModi government
isbringingchangestotheir lives
through its welfare schemes,"
said Delhi BJP vice-president
Sunil Yadav. Gupta said as soon
as thepartywins theMCDpolls
once again, it will immediately
provideflatstoallslumdwellers
ofDelhiunder thescheme.

Sitting councillors
may not find place on
candidate list
Meanwhile, the BJP’s candi-

date selection process has en-
tered the final stages with top
leaders holding meeting and
shortlisting three names from
eachward, leadersof theparty's
Delhi unit said Thursday. The
partyissettoreleasethefinallist
in phases. Since the BJP hadde-
nied a ticket to all incumbent
councillors in 2017, they too are
in the race this time alongwith
current incumbent councillors.
“The listwill be comparedwith
surveys toselect suitable candi-
dates,” saidaseniorBJP leader.
Senior leaders in the party,

however, said therearechances
that at least 50% of incumbent
councillorswill not get a ticket.
"One, the number of seats has
beenreduced.Two,severalseats
that were earliest reserved are
nowgeneralseatandviceversa,”
saidaBJPspokesperson.

TWO MONTHS AFTER DEMOLITION

At Supertech tower site, debris clearance paused amid construction ban

While therubble is
considerablyreduced in
comparisontothedayafter
thedemolition,a large
amountofbrokenconcrete
andmetal rebar is still
presentat thesite.Express

In BJP ‘vachan patra’,
housing for all slum
dwellers top priority

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

DEPUTY CHIEF Minister
Manish Sisodia, who is an ac-
cused in theongoingCBI inves-
tigation in the Excise Policy
2021-22, allegedly sought files
and documents regarding the
policyat theendof September,
officials in the office of the L-G
have claimed, adding that the
request was denied by the law
department since thematter is
under investigation.
Responding to the allega-

tionsfromofficialsattheL-Gof-
fice,Sisodiatweeted, “Insteadof
beating around the bush, they
should tell us what they have
found in the inquiry do far?
Nothing. Now, tell us that in
Telanganatheirmenhadgoneto
buyMLAs andwere caught red
handedwithRs100crore.Modi
ji, who did you take the Rs 100
crore from?”
When asked if Sisodia had

sought the files and why, the
governmentdidnot respond.
According to officials from

the L-G office, the request was
senttotheexcisecommissioner
by Sisodia’s officer on special
duty (OSD) on September 30,
andreads,“Hon’bleDeputyChief

Minister has desired thephoto-
copies and scanned copy (in a
pen drive) of files and docu-
ments related to the formation
of ExcisePolicy2021-22andre-
lated tenderdocuments.”
The CBI filed an FIR in the

case, which alleged financial ir-
regularities in the execution of
thepolicyinAugust,andSisodia
was the first accused. The
Enforcement Directorate is also
investigating thematter.
“The excise department,

whichhadhandedoverthefiles
to CBI and their copies to ED for
the ongoing investigations,
sought thepermissionof the fi-
nance department, which in
turn asked the law department
if the papers could be given to
Sisodia,” officials in the L-G
housesaid.
The law department, they

said, refusedandsaid that since
the matter was being investi-
gated,“thenormalproceduralof
transaction of business of the
GNCTD Rules (which empower
aministertocallforpapersfrom
anydepartmentforhisinforma-
tion),wouldnotbeapplicablein
this case”. The law department
also asked the excise depart-
ment to seek the permission
from the investigating agencies
toaccess the files.

Sisodia sought files
on excise policy,
alleges L-G office,
minister hits back

New Delhi: The Congress
Thursday constituted vari-
ouscommittees for theup-
comingMCDpolls, and the
inclusionofJagdishTytlerin
the pradesh election com-
mittee has drawnbacklash
fromtheBJP.BJPleadersac-
cusedtheCongressof "rub-
bing salt into wounds" of
Sikhs by making Tytler a
part of the committee. The
Congress could not be
reachedforcomment.ENS

TYTLER FINDSSPOT
ONCONGPANEL,
BJPHITSOUT

Muchof thegroundwater inDelhi, around80%, isbeingextractedfordomesticpurposes,whilearound20%isbeing
usedfor irrigation.Archive

Delhi’s stageof extraction
in2020was101.4%(over-
exploited),whichhasnow
turned ‘critical’ (98.16%).
Thestageofextraction,ac-
cordingtothe2017report,
was evenhigher at 120%.
Theannualextraction,ac-
cording to this year’s re-
port, is 0.36 bcm (billion
cubicmetre),upfrom0.29
bcm in the 2020 report,
and same as 0.36 bcm in
the2017report.Thenum-
berofoverexploitedtehsils
has fallen from17 in the
2020assessmentto15this
year,while thenumberof
criticalareashasremained
thesameat7.

Overthe
years
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AstrophysicistProfessor
SomakRaychaudhury

New Delhi: Astrophysicist
ProfessorSomakRaychaudhury
has been appointed the new
Vice-Chancellor of Ashoka
University.
Raychaudhury is currently

Director of the Inter-University
Centre for Astronomy and
Astrophysics(IUCAA).Earlier,he
was theHead of Department of
Physics andDean of Sciences at
Presidency University. He has a
Ph.D. in Astrophysics from
Churchill College, University of
Cambridge and undergraduate
degrees in Physics from Trinity
College at University of Oxford
andPresidencyCollege.
“...With his outstanding ex-

perienceof leadingseveralinsti-
tutions...heiswellplacedtotake
forward ourmission to expand
our ambitious Sciences and re-
search agenda as the university
embarks on its next decade,”
said the university’s Chancellor
Professor Rudrangshu
Mukherjee.ENS

Ashoka
university
gets new VC
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SHANTAKUMAR
INTERVIEW:“MODI,
NADDA,JAIRAM,
ANURAGTHAKUR
CHATURBHUJYOG
FORHIMACHAL”
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2DAYS,3CHOPPERSORTIESTOCARRY
2EVMs, 7POLLSTAFFFOR65VOTERS
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P O L I T I C SH A S H T A G

TAKINGTOTwitter to
congratulatehiswife
Rivaba Jadeja for
gettingtheBJPticket
fromJamnagar
North,cricketer
Ravindra Jadejasaid:
“Soproudof all the
effortandhardwork
whichyouhaveput
in.Mybestwishes to
you.Mayyou
continuetoworkfor
thedevelopmentof
thesociety. I also
wishtothankour
honourablePMShri
NarendraModi jiand
ShriAmitShahji for
believing inher
abilityandgivingher
theopportunity todo
noblework.”

● Jadeja bats for wife

AMILBHATNAGAR
SHIMLA,NOVEMBER10

ANINTENSEcampaignbytheBJP
andCongress for the 68 seats in
theHimachalPradeshAssembly
cametoendThursday, twodays
aheadofpollingonSaturday.The
lastdaysawacampaignspreeby
leadersacrossparties,withAICC
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, BJP president J P
Nadda, Home Minister Amit
Shah and Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath all
holdingmeetingsorrallies.
“In the last five years, the

double-enginegovernmenthas
workedrapidly for thedevelop-
mentof thestate,andespecially
for border areas thatwere neg-

lected fordecades. Iwant to see
this development campaign
reachashighasthepeaksof the
Himalayas,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said in a final
messageascampaigningended.
MPRahulGandhi,who is on

hisBharatJodoYatraanddidnot
visitHimachal forcampaigning,
despite being listed as a star
campaigner, tweeted, “Women
of Himachal Pradesh will get
Rs1,500everymonthintheirac-
count—this is Congress’s ‘Har
Ghar Laxmi’ guarantee. This is
nota falsepromise like theBJP.”
Shahreiteratedthatif theBJP

wasvotedtopower, itwouldroll
out the Uniform Civil Code,
while making light of the “10
guarantees” promised by the
Congress.Addressingaseriesof

rallies on the last day, hemixed
his message of development
with Hindutva, noting that it

was on this day that Maratha
king Shivaji had killed Afzal
Khan in1659.

Targeting the Congress, he
said it is difficult to count the
number of scams under its rule
while it is difficult to find any
scam since the BJP came to
powerat theCentre in2014.
Union Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman addressed
a press conference in Shimla,
whereshespokeaboutnational-
and state-level schemes. “The
best example is Ayushman
Yojana and Himcare Scheme.
People who were left out of
Ayushman were included in
Himcare.Thisiswhythedouble-
engine government is neces-
sary,” shesaid.
Nadda heldmultiplemeet-

ings with locals and workers.
Yogi Adityanath concluded his
fifthvisit to thestate.

Vadra addressed a rally in
Sirmaur and reiterated her
party’s promise of re-introduc-
ingtheOldPensionSchemeand
providing 5 lakh jobs to
Himachal youths. She accused
the government of incurring a
debt of Rs 70,000 crore, and of
spendingStatefundstosponsor
ralliesandparty functions.
A door-to-door campaign in

Shimla by Vadrawas cancelled
due tobadweather.
“We’re confident of getting

two-thirdsmajority.EvenPrime
Minister Modi has conceded
that the Congress is winning.
That is why he is saying that if
theBJPdoesnotcometopower,
the state will lose out,” said
Rajeev Shukla, the AICC
Himachal in-charge.

H I M A C H A LB A T T L E G R O U N D

BJP, Cong end their campaigns with firepower of big guns

GUJARATBJPFIRSTLIST

HardikandotherPatidar faces,RavindraJadeja’swife,MLAinBilkisBanorowamongthosein list

RahultweetsaboutCong’s ‘HarGharLaxmi’guaranteefromYatra;Modimessagepromises ‘developmentashighasHimalayas’

UnionHomeMinisterAmitShahbeingfelicitatedbyBJP
candidateVipinSinghParmaratPalampur,Thursday.PTI

PARIMALDABHI
GANDHINAGAR,NOVEMBER10

UNVEILING ITS first list of 160
namesfortheGujaratAssembly
elections Thursday, state BJP
president C R Paatil called it a
“generationalshift”.Butwhile38
sittingMLAswere dropped, in-
cludingsixwhowerepartof the
VijayRupaniCabinet,thelistwas
morenotableforthoseincluded
—such as a leaderwhosename
cameupduringtherowoverthe
remission of sentences of Bilkis
Bano convicts, Hardik Patel and
at least 30 other Patidar candi-
dates, the wife of cricketer
RavindraJadeja,andleaderswho
crossedover fromtheCongress,
someasrecentlyasWednesday.
BJP Gujarat in-charge

Bhupender Yadav announced
thelist inNewDelhi inthepres-
ence of Paatil, Union minister
Mansukh Mandaviya and the
party’s national general secre-
tary,TarunChugh.Yadavunder-
lined thatoutof the160names,
13 are from Scheduled Castes
and 24 from Scheduled Tribes
(thoughallfromreservedseats),
while 14 are women. On these
160 seats, 69 sittingMLAs have
beenrepeatedwhereas38have
been changed, he said. At least
17 are CongressMLAswho de-
fected to the BJP over the past
fiveyears,nineofwhomwonon
theCongress ticket in2017.
“TheBJPusuallychanges20%

of its MLAs. In an electoral
democracy,changeisnecessary...
Wehavegiven tickets to several
youngsters.Thislistshowsagen-
erationalshiftintheGujaratBJP,”
Paatil toldPTI.
The young contestants he

went on to name were Harsh
Sanghavi (Majura seat),
KaushikbhaiKantibhaiVekariya
(Amreli), Mahesh Kashwala
(Savarkundla), and Janakbhai
PunabhaiTalaviya (Lathi).
A daybefore the listwas an-

nounced, the waywas cleared
whenseniorssuchasRupani,his
deputy CMNitin Patel and at
least four otherministers from
hisCabinet(PradeepsinhJadeja,
BhupendrasinhChudasama,RC
Faldu and Kaushik Patel), an-
nouncedthattheyhadoptedout
of thecontest.
Askedwhythesesenior lead-

erswere not contesting, Paatil
said: “They voluntarily decided
nottofight.Theyallhaveoccupied
top posts, including that of CM
andDeputyCM.Nowtheywant
toworkfortheorganisation.”
While Hardik, who will be

contestinghisfirstelection(from
Viramgam), is themost notable
Patidar in the BJP list, there are
other prominent names from
the community — particularly
Ramesh Tilara (Rajkot South),
who is a trustee of the Shree
KhodaldhamTrust,whosehead
Naresh Patel was beingwooed
by all parties. Incidentally, the

Surat convenor of the trust is
contesting on an Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) ticket fromSurat.
On the ticket to cricketer

Ravindra Jadeja’s wife Rivaba,
from Jamnagar North, Paatil
said: “Rivaba has beenworking
forthepartyintheconstituency.
Allticketshavebeengivenonthe
basisofwinnability.”
The list of thosedropped in-

cludes BrijeshMerja, who had
wonfromMorbilasttime,andis
a minister in the Bhupendra
Patel government. The BJP has
gonebacktoitsveteranfromthe
seat, Kanti Amrutiya, whose
videos had surfaced rescuing
thosewhofell intothewaterfol-
lowing the Morbi bridge col-
lapse.Thepartyisclearlyexpect-
ingthechangetohelpitfightthe
falloutfromthe130-plusdeaths.
Bhupendra Patel, who has

theendorsementof thetoptwo
in the BJP (NarendraModi and
AmitShah),astheCMface—the

partybrokefromitsusualnorm
to name him—will be contest-
ingfromGhatlodiaagain.Hehad
won the seat last timewith the
highestmarginof theelection.
His ministerial colleague

PurneshModihasbeenrepeated
fromSuratWest,thoughhispri-
mary portfolio had been
stripped in August. Rajendra
Trivedi, the otherministerwho
was downsized, though, has
beendropped.
Another leader re-fielded is

Godhra MLA C K Raulji, a six-
term legislator, who joined the
BJP in 2017 after quitting the
Congress. Raulji was part of the
GodhraJailAdvisoryCommittee
that granted remission to con-
victs in theBilkisBanocase.
The Bahubali MLA from

Waghodiaconstituency,Madhu
Shrivastav, has been dropped
and replaced by Ashwin Patel.
Shrivastav has threatened to
contestasan Independent.

The Cabinet minister and
MLA from Asarva (SC) in
Ahmedabad,PradipParmar, too
hasbeendropped, forDarshana
Vaghela. Also out is the sitting
MLA from Matar in Kheda,
Kesrisinh Solanki, who was
listed as an accused in the
October communal clash in
Undhelavillage.KalpeshParmar
hasbeengiven the ticket.
Koli strongmanand a leader

of the fishermen community,
Parshottam Solanki, and his
brother Hira Solanki have got
tickets from Bhavnagar Rural
andRajulaconstituencies.
In the prestigious seat of

RajkotWestheldbyRupanicur-
rently, the BJP has fielded Dr
Darshita Shah. Whereas, in
Mehsana, so far held by Nitin
Patel, the party candidate is
MukeshDwarkadasPatel.
A senior party leader said

that the emphasis of the high
commandseemstobeoncandi-
dates who have worked in the
organisationandhavesomeex-
perienceof administration.
However, theBJP list also in-

cludes a number of former
Congress leaders.
Like tribal MLA Ashwin

Kotwal, who resigned from the
Congress inMay, and has now
got the BJP ticket from
Khedbrahma (ST) seat. And
RajendrasinhRathava,who just
twodays ago resigned from the
Congress alongwith his father,
veterantribalMLAfromChhota
Udepur Mohansinh Rathava.
Rajendrasinh has got the BJP
ticket fromhis father’s seat.
Ahir leaderandsittingTalala

MLA Bhagwan Barad, who re-
signedjustWednesdayfromthe
Congress, has got the BJP ticket
fromhis seat.
In Thasra, ex-MLARamsinh

Parmar’s sonYogendrahasbeen
fielded. Parmar, Chairman of
Amul Dairy, had joined the BJP
fromtheCongressin2017.

withPTI

Seniors pulling out, BJP ‘generational
shift’ includes 17 Congress rebels

OMPRAKASHTHAKUR
SHIMLA,NOVEMBER10

THE FIGHT for the Rampur (SC)
seat inShimladistrictcouldbea
photofinish.TheCongressnom-
inee is its sittingMLA, who has
been thewinner the past three
times.Theone-timecommando,
whowasdeputedtothesecurity
detail of formerCongress presi-
dentSoniaGandhi,NandLalwill
face off against debutant Kaul
Negi, 34,of theBJP.
Nand Lal won his first elec-

tion in 2007 by 7,470 votes. He
won again in 2012, by 9,471
votes. In2017,theBJPfieldedbu-
reaucrat P SDraik, buthe lost to
NandLalby4,137votes.
RampurhasbeenaCongress

stronghold for 40 years, as
Padam Palace, the residence of
formerchiefministerVirbhadra
Singh, is locatedhere. It isdueto
the influence of the heir to the
erstwhile princely state of
Bushahr that the Congress has-
n’t lost theseat since1982.
Earlier, former minister

SinghiRamwonsix times, from
1982 to 2007. Nand Lal is be-
lieved tohavebeen transported
to the seatby theCongresshigh
command, and he soon won
Virbhadra’s favour.
This electionwill be the first

timeNandLalwillbecontesting
without the presence of
Virbhadra Singh, who died last
year. Neither Virbhadra’s wife
norhis son (stateCongress chief
PratibhaSingh,andMLAcontest-
ant Vikramaditya Singh) have
held the large rallies Nand Lal’s
supporters were counting on.
Instead, they have held small
meetings.
Another factor that may go

against Nand Lal are Congress
rebels and formerMLAs Singhi
Ram and Brij Lal who are cam-
paigning for theBJP’sNegi.
Nand Lal said while

Virbhadra Singh’s voidwas dif-
ficult to fill, hewas hopeful be-
causeofotherscampaigningfor
him.“Wearegoingtowinagain,”
hesaid, optimistically.
Brij Lal, who was only last

weekinductedintothestateBJP
executive, said local youthwere
behindNegi,underwhosepres-
identshiptheABVPhadwonthe
studentunionelectioninthelo-
cal Rampur college. People no
longerlistenedto“Rani(Pratibha
Singh)”and“Tikka(Vikrmaditya
Singh)”, hesaid.

Former
Sonia Gandhi
commando
hopes to win
for 4th time
Onemajor factor in
NandLal’swins
wassupportof late
VirbhadraSingh

TheCongresscandidate
fromRampur(SC)seat

Gender ratio in 50
seats in Gujarat
shows a fall from
2011 Census figures
Despiteoverall rise inwomenvoters,21
outof 33distshaveseatswith lower
gender ratioasagainstCensusdata

PARIMALDABHI
GANDHINAGAR,NOVEMBER10

AMONGTHEformermembersof
the Vijay Rupani Cabinet who
have “voluntarily” pulled out of
the comingelections, the caseof
NitinPatelisperhapsthemostun-
fortunate. SinceNarendraModi
movedon to become the Prime
Minister,Patelhasbeenhopingto
occupy theChiefMinister’s chair
inthestate.FirstafterAnandiben
Patelwasmoved out, and then
whenRupaniwaspicked,hehad
to be contentwithDeputy CM.
Dropped when the Rupani
Cabinetwasoverhauledlastyear,
the66-year-oldnow is even fur-
therfromtheCM’spost.
A leader of the Patidar com-

munity,Patelhasheldimportant
portfoliossuchasFinance,Urban
Development.HewastheHealth
ministerattheheightofCovid.He
hasbeenwiththeBJPsince1977,

and is a six-timeMLA.Heestab-
lishedhimself as a loyalistwhen
hedidnotjointhe1995rebellion
byShankersinhVaghela.Butthat
has not been enough to get him
theCMpost.
A senior party leader said:

“Thisiscertainlynotafullstopin
Patel’scareer.Thepartywillcer-
tainlyusehis services.”
Sources said the party could

alsoconsiderappointingPatelas
Governor. Just like mentor
Anandiben.

‘Gone in a second’, again: Ex-CM,
now also ex-MLA Vijay Rupani
GOPALKATESHIYA
RAJKOT,NOVEMBER10

THEYMAY be taking solace in
the fact that former BJP chief
ministerVijayRupanihasproved
true to form as an unassuming
leader and led the way in an-
nouncing that hewon’t contest
this time. However, among
Rupani’ssupporters,thereisalso
sadness at the disappearance
fromthesceneofthe“approach-
able,down-to-earth leader”.
LikehedidonSeptember11

lastyearwhenhesteppeddown
asCMquietly,afterthepartyde-
cided to change his entire
Cabinet,66-year-oldRupanihas
this timetoosteppedback from
the limelight. It was after
Rupani’s announcement that
otherseniorBJP leaders, includ-
ing former deputy CM Nitin
Patel, followedsuitandsaidthey
toowereoptingoutof thecom-

ingAssemblyelections.
KamleshMirani,presidentof

theBJP’s Rajkot cityunit, admit-
ted they were disappointed.
Rupani is the sittingMLA from
Rajkot.“Tillthecandidatesforthe
four Assembly seats in the city
wereannounced,partyworkers
werehoping thatRupaniwould
contest... Butnowthat theparty
has declared its candidates, all
BJPworkerswillworkforthem,”
Miranisaid,addingthattheyap-
preciatedthefactthattheBJPhad
notdeniedatickettoRupanibut
thathehadhimselftakenthecall.
A BJPworker saidwhat puts

Rupaniapartisthat“heisanatu-
ral leaderwholikes tobeamong

thepublic”. “AsCM,hegavea lot
toRajkotandworkerslikemeare
ofcoursedisappointedbyhisab-
sence,” theworker said, adding
that, at the same time, they re-
spectedhisdecision.
AfterresigningasCM,Rupani

hadsaidatmorethanonepublic
fora thatonly aBJPworker from
Rajkot could resign in “ghadi na
chhaththhabhagma(afractionof
a second)”, citing Arvind
Maniyar,lateChimanShukla,late
Keshubhai Patel and Vajubhai
Vala. Inarecent interviewtoThe
Indian Express, Rupani said he
was asked by the party just the
nightbeforetostepdownasCM.
In 2016, hewas the Gujarat

president of the BJP when he
tookoverasCMafterAnandiben
Patel had to resign in the faceof
the Patidar quota stir. He was
seen to have gained in strength
anddevelopedhisownsupport
basewhile inpower.
But thencametheaxe.

“Certainlynota full stop”

BhupendraPatel iswelcomedbysupportersashearrivesat thepartyoffice inGhatlodiyaon
Thursdayafterhisnamewasannounced intheBJPcandidate list.NirmalHarindran

AVINASHNAIR
AHMEDABAD,OCTOBER10

THE GENDER ratio in 50
AssemblyseatsinGujarat,based
on the 2022 electoral rolls, has
fallen when compared to the
2011 Census, despite an overall
increase inwomenvoters.
The2011CensusputGujarat’s

genderratioat937,belowthena-
tionalaverageof943.However,it
marked an improvement from
918in2001.Theoverallgenderra-
tio in the 2022 electoral rolls is
934—or 934womenper 1,000
men,asperdatacompiledbythe
Election Commission, taking
Census findings into account. In
2017,theoverallelectoralrollgen-
derratiowas921.
This year, there are 4.9 crore

votersinGujarat–ofwhich2.53
crore aremale voters and 2.37
croreare female.
AmongGujarat’s33districts,

21 have seatswith a lower gen-
der ratio in the electoral rolls in
comparisontotheCensusnum-
bers. The lowest number of
womenvotersareinUdhnaseat
of Surat district, with 731 per
1,000malevoters.
TheMahuva seat, reserved

forScheduledTribes,inthesame

district shows an opposite pic-
ture,withastrengthof 1048.As
per electoral rolls, the highest
gender ratio for the entire state
is in Vyara, at 1057, of Tapi dis-
trict, alsoa tribal seat.
Previous electoral roll data

show urban constituencies re-
porting fewer women voters,
withtribalconstituenciesreport-
inghigherrates.Partofthesame
pattern, the constituencieswith
the highest gender ratios as per
the2022electoral rolls—Vyara,
Mahuva, Nizar,Mansvi, Vansda
—areall tribal-reservedseats.
However, some seatswith a

large tribal population are also
seeing lesser women voters. In
the Dang constituency, for in-
stance,therewere1,007females
for1,000menaspertheCensus.
Theelectoralrolls,however,have
995 women. Similarly, in the
tribal seats of Chhota Udepur
and neighbouring Jetpur, the
rolls havea949and951gender
ratio — as against 994 and 987,
respectively, in theCensus.
Lower gender ratio can also

beseeninruralseats.Ofthenine
Assembly seats in Banaskantha
district, considered an agrarian
region, six seats have a lower
gender ratio in comparison to
theCensusdata.

Supporters
saytheyare
disappointed
but“respect
hisdecision”

The lightness of being
in-waiting Nitin Patel
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

MIND THE PAIR
AFTERTAKINGoffhisbrown-colouredshoestoenter thedust-
free environment of the supercomputing facility at the Indian
Biological Data Centre in Faridabad, Union Science and
TechnologyMinister Dr Jitendra Singhwas about to put on a
blackpairof shoesbelonging toanotherpersonwhensecurity
personnelpointedouttohimtherightpair.Theministersaidin
jestthatthisisastageinlifeeveryonegoesthrough,andthatthe
next onewould include threepeople seatinghim in the car. At
theeventheldearliertodedicatethedatacentretothecountry,
Singhhadpointedout thatpeopleare living longer thesedays,
andthat isonereasonforan increase indiseasesofoldage.

BREAKING BREAD
ITISnoteverydaythatuniversityteachersfromacrossthecoun-
trygetachancetobreakbreadwiththePresidentof India.The
opportunity will come this month-end, when the National
CommissionforScheduledTribeshostsaworkshopinDelhifor
nearly750universityteachersbelongingtovarioustribalcom-
munities. The two-day workshop will discuss “Janjatiya
Anusandhan: Asmita, Astitva aur Vikas.” President Droupadi
Murmuhas invitedall of themfordinnerafter theconcluding
ceremony. The event is part of Azadi ka AmritMahotsav, and
theCommissionwaskeenthatthePresidentinaugurateorad-
dresstheconcludingceremony,butshecouldnotmanagethat
—therefore, thedinner invitation.

NOTHINGOFFICIALABOUTIT
GOVERNMENTOFFICIALSareincreasinglyprefacingtheirpublic
commentswithanoddlysimilar-soundingdisclaimer:thatwhat-
evertheywouldsayistheirpersonalopinion,andshouldnottobe
equatedwith the government’s official views. At a tax event in
Delhi onMonday, BibekDebroy, chairman, EconomicAdvisory
CounciltothePM,saidthathisremarksonGSTandthedirecttax
systemwerebeingofferedinhis"personalcapacityasanecono-
mist and citizen”. In the following session, the Joint Secretaryof
theCentralBoardofDirectTaxesalsofurnishedasimilardisclaimer.
Then,atawebinaronWednesday,aDirectorwiththeDepartment
ofEconomicAffairs,MinistryofFinance,startedbyclaimingthat
hisviewsonblockchainwerehisinpersonalcapacity,andshould
notbeconstruedasthoseof thegovernment.
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VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER10

ADAYafter being released from
prison on bail, Shiv Sena-UBT
leader Sanjay Raut on Thursday
saidhe “welcomes thegoodde-
cisions” taken byMaharashtra
DeputyChiefMinisterDevendra
Fadnavisafterhecametopower
in the state, raising eyebrows of
many.Rautalsosaidhewillsoon
meetFadnavisforsomework,as
wellasPrimeMinisterNarendra
ModiandUnionHomeMinister
Amit Shah in Delhi to convey
whathehasfacedinthelast100
days in jail.
RautwaslodgedinMumbai’s

Arthur Road jail for over three
months after being arrested in
an alleged money laundering
caselinkedtothePatraChawlre-
developmentproject.Hewasar-
rested by the Enforcement
DirectorateonAugust1.
Afterbeingreleasedfromjail

onWednesday,Rauthadsaidhe
will continue to fight with full
force against the opposition
(Eknath Shinde and BJP) and
never leave the Sena. Many in
politicalcircleswereexpectinga
scathing attack by him against
Shinde and the BJP in his first
press conference. However,
Raut'ssofterstanceonThursday,
during his interactionwith the
media outside his residence in

Bhandup — before heading to
Matoshree—surprisedmany.
The Rajya SabhaMP said he

doesn’t have any complaints
against anyone, and he and his
partyhavealreadysufferedwhat-
ever they had to suffer. He also
saidthathewon’tblameanyone,
eventhecentralagencies.
Raut said he will meet NCP

chief Sharad Pawar and other
leaders. “I willmeet everyone. I
willmeetDevendrajiFadnavisas
well.Thereissomeworkofsome
people... and for that I want to
meethim.”
Askedwhether hewill also

meet Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, Raut said that Fadnavis
washeadingthegovernmentand
thestate,andmostof the impor-
tantdecisionsweretakenandan-

nounced by the BJP leader. “My
observations are that the state is
being runbyFadnavis and its af-
fairs are being handled by him.
Most of the important decisions
arebeingannouncedbyhim.My
workisrelatedtohisdepartment,
so, Iwillmeethim,”headded.
“There is a newgovernment

in thestate. Iwasawayfor three
months. The government has
taken some good decisions as
well. Iwillwelcome thosedeci-
sions.Wewillnotopposejustfor
the sakeof opposition.Wehave
neverdonethat.Weshouldwel-
comeall thosedecisions,which
aregoodforthestateanditspeo-
ple. InMaharashtra, Devendra
Fadnavis has taken some good
decisions,"hesaid.
“Whenever I would get an

opportunity, Iwouldreadabout
those decisions in the newspa-
pers, especially decisions like
givinghousestothepooraswell
asgivingMHADAitsrightsback,
whichwerestrippedduringour
government's tenure... I would
not feel good about it then.
Fadnavisji has taken good deci-
sionsbygivingthoserightsback
toMHADA.Therearemanysuch
decisions.Gooddecisionsshould
bewelcomed,”Rautadded.
Raut, however, clarified that

like the rest of his party, he also
feels that the current state gov-
ernment is unconstitutional.
“Thereisnodoubtaboutitinmy
mind, But I am talking about
some of the decisions the gov-
ernmentannounced.”

JAYANT PATIL, SUPRIYA SULE JOIN BHARAT JODO YATRA IN NANDED; AADITYA THACKERAY TO TAKE PART TODAY

Rahul Yatra, Day 64: MVA puts up united front in Maharashtra leg
ALOKDESHPANDE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER10

THE BHARAT Jodo Yatra led by
former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi isemergingasaplatform
fortheMahaVikasAghadi(MVA)
coalition — of former Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray-led
ShivSena,CongressandNCP—in
Maharashtratoputupashowof
strengthandsignalunity.
On Thursday, NCP state

PresidentJayantPatil,LokSabha
MP Supriya Sule and MLA
JitendraAwhad joinedtheyatra

in the state’s Nanded district.
Shiv Sena leader Aaditya
Thackeray is scheduled towalk
withGandhionFriday.
The Opposition in the state

has been suffering a series of
blows since Eknath Shinde led
therebellionofSenaleadersand
becametheChiefMinisterof the
stateinJuly.Theyatracouldindi-
cate a strengthenedOpposition
and help build a positive image
aheadof localbodypolls,which
are scheduled to be held in the
next twoto threemonths.
“We have been inviting all

thosewho stand electorally and

ideologicallyagainsttheBJP-RSS.
EventhosewhohadjoinedAnna
Hazare during the United
ProgressiveAlliance(UPA)-2gov-
ernment are comingwith us in
the yatra," said JairamRamesh,
theparty’sgeneralsecretarycom-
municationsin-charge.
Confirminghispresenceinthe

Yatra,Aadityasaid“itwastimefor
all to come together against the
forcesthatareharmingthedem-
ocraticvaluesinthecountry”.
The route that the Yatra has

chosen to traverse in
Maharashtraover14coverstwo
districts in theMarathwada re-

gion(Nanded,Hingoli)andthree
inEastVidarbha(Washim,Akola
andBuldhana).Thesearecrucial
fromanelectoral standpoint.
The Vidarbha region has 64

Assemblyseatsandcanvirtually
decide the fate of the Assembly
election in the 288-member
House. TheCongress ruled over
Vidarbha fordecades, but lost it
to the BJP in the 2014Assembly
polls and failed to capture it in
the2019elections.
Maharashtra Congress chief

Nana Patole, who hails from
Bhandara inVidarbha, said that
“oneof thebiggestpublic rallies

in the history of Maharashtra”
has been planned at Buldhana
onNovember18.
He added: “The party has

booked a venue spread over 25
acres and expects over five lakh
individuals toattendit.Thisshow
ofstrengthislikelytogiveaboost
tothepartyintheregion.”
Referringtotheseriesofhigh-

profilebusinessprojectsthatwent
toGujaratinthelasttwomonths,
Rahul said at a rally inNanded:
“Maharashtra’s projectswent to
Gujarat.Forgethowmuchmoney
went there.But thinkabouthow
manyjobswerelost.”

RahulGandhiwithCongresspresidentMallikarjunKharge
andothers inMaharashtra’sNandeddistrict, Thursday.PTI

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER10

PLAYINGSAFE, Samajwadi Party
chief AkhileshYadavhas fielded
hiswife and formerMPDimple
Yadav fromMainpuri Lok Sabha
seat, the family pocket borough
that fell vacant after thedeathof
his father and party patriarch
MulayamSinghYadavlastmonth.
It was almost certain that a

member of the Yadav family
would contest fromMainpuri,
with the odds divided between
DimpleandAkhilesh’scousin,Tej
PratapYadav,whohadwon the
seat in 2014 afterMulayamva-
cateditfollowinghiselectionfrom
two constituencies in the Lok
Sabhapollsthatyear.
Sourcesintheparty,however,

saidthatangeramongthepeople
ofMainpuri towards Tej Pratap
made Akhilesh lean towards
Dimple'scandidature.
“Thepeople ofMainpuri feel

that Tej Pratapdidn’t doenough
for themwhenhewas theirMP.
By fielding Tej Pratap, the party
wouldhave lost somevotes be-
causeofthediscontentamongthe
people towards him. Fielding
Dimpleisasafebet.Sheisseenas
thebahu(daughter-in-law)bythe
people of Mainpuri and they
wouldliketovoteforthebahutry-
ingtoretainhersasur's(father-in-
law’s)seatandlegacy.Shewillfare
well,”saidanSPleader.
Dimple,whomarriedAkhilesh

in1999andhasbeenanMP,isnot
perceivedassomeonewhoisea-
ger to play an active role in the
party. Shemadeherelectoralde-
but in2009whencontested the
Firozabad Lok Sabhabypoll, but
lost toactor-turned-politicianRaj
Babbar,whohad contestedona
Congressticket.
Dimple thenwent on towin

from Kannauj Lok Sabha con-
stituency twice. In the last Lok
Sabha elections, she, however,
failed to retainKannauj after los-
ingtheseattoBJP’sSubratPathak
byover12,000votes.
Mainpuri hasbeenelectinga

SamajwadiParty candidate since
1996. In 1998 and 1999, when
Mulayamdid not contest from
there, the party’s candidate,
BalramSinghYadav,waselected.
Inthe2014bypoll,whenMulayam
vacated the seat, his grand-

nephew, Tej Pratap, won with
64.46percentvoteshare.
Theupcomingbypollwill be

thefirstelectionfortheSamajwadi
Partyafterthedemiseofpartypa-
triarch Mulayam Singh Yadav.
Also, theelectionhasgained sig-
nificance,sincetheSPhasbeenon
alosingstreak–afterfailingtodis-
placeBJPintheAssemblyelections
inMarch this year, thepartyhas
lost all the bypolls; namely
AzamgarhLokSabhaseat,Rampur
Lok Sabha seat, and Gola
GokarannathAssemblyseat.
The defeat in the Azamgarh

LokSabhabypollwasembarrass-
ingforthepartysincetheseatwas
heldbyAkhilesh,whohadvacated
ittocontinueasanMLA.Also,the
SPhad fielded amember of the
party's first family—Akhilesh’s
cousin and former MP
Dharmendra Yadav — in the
Azamgarh bypoll. Now, all eyes
willbeonAkhilesh'suncleShivpal
Yadavasthepollingdrawsnearin
Mainpuri.
Therelationshipbetweenthe

uncle (Shivpal) and nephew
(Akhilesh) hasnot been smooth
forthepastmanyyears.
AfterAkhileshbecameSPna-

tionalpresidentaheadofthe2017
Assembly polls, Shivpal quit to
formhis ownpolitical outfit in a
bid to claimMulayam's legacy.
However, after failing tomake a
significantpolitical gain, Shivpal
andAkhileshcametogetherinthe
run-uptotheAssemblyelections
earlier this year. Butwhen theSP
failed to gainpower, the two fell
apartagain.
ItwillbeverytrickyforShivpal.

While he openly criticises
Akhilesh,doingsoforhisbrother’s
daughter-in-law won’t be the
same. “If he says aword against
Dimple-ji, itwouldnot lookgood
onhim. It isa familythingandhe
will showsome regard for her,”
saidanotherSPleader.

Court rejects Azam’s plea
for stay on conviction, paves
way for Rampur bypoll
ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER10

A RAMPUR sessions court on
Thursdayrejectedanapplication
filedby senior Samajwadi Party
leaderAzamKhanseekingastay
onhis conviction in a 2019hate
speechcase.
After hearingboth sides, the

court turned down Khan’s ap-
peal, therebypavingthewayfor
holding the by-election in
Rampur Sadar Assembly seat
thatfellvacantfollowingKhan’s
disqualificationasanMLA.
“Azam Khan had sought a

stay on the order passed by the
Rampur MP/MLA court. The
court rejected his plea, and the
hearing for the appeal (against
theconvictioninthehatespeech

case)willgoonasusual,”prose-
cution officer Amarnath Tewari
toldThe IndianExpress.
OnWednesday,theSupreme

Court had asked the Election
Commissiontodeferissuingno-
tification for by-election to the
RampurSadarAssemblyseattill
November 11 to enable him to
approachtheappellatecourtfor
a stayontheconviction.
Thebenchof Chief Justice of

India DY Chandrachud, and
JusticeHimaKohliandJusticeJB
Pardiwala also ordered the
Rampur Additional Sessions
Judge, beforewhom the Khan’s
appeal has been filed, to “pre-
pone” the hearing of the appli-
cation for a stay on conviction
and take it up “peremptorily on
November10anddisposedofon
thesameday”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER10

THEKARNATAKAHighCourthas
issuedadirectivetoallmagiste-
rial courts in the state to refrain
from ordering the seizure of
bankaccountsofpeoplewhoare
not identified as accused in cy-
bercrimecases in thestate.
Theordercomesinthewake

of amagistrate's court ordering

the seizure of the bank account
of adirectorof theUPIpayment
gateway firmPhonePe in a case
of cybercrime registered by
Bengalurupolice in2021.
PhonePeandRahulChari,adi-

rectoratthecompany,approached
theHCagainstthemagistrate'sor-
der underwhich Rs 69,143was
transferred fromChari's account
totheaccountofacybercrimevic-
tim.Theaccused,athirdparty,was
identifiedasoneAmitMishra.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER10

NOTIFICATIONFORthebypollto
theSardarshaharassemblycon-
stituency of Churu district in
Rajasthan was issued on
Thursday,apollofficialheresaid.
The seat fell vacant after the

deathofCongressMLABhanwar
LalSharmaonOctober9.Hehas
beena legislator seventimes.
Accordingtothenotification

issued by the Chief Election
Office, voting will be held on
December 5 and counting will

takeplaceonDecember8.
Rajasthan Chief Electoral

Officer Praveen Gupta said
IndependentcandidateVijayPal
Singh Sheoran submitted his
nominationonthe firstday.
The lastdate for filingnomi-

nations is November 17 and
scrutiny of the papers will be
done onNovember 18. The last
date forwithdrawal of nomina-
tionsisNovember21,Guptasaid.
Inthebypoll,2,89,579voters

of the Sardarshahr assembly
constituencywillbeable tocast
their votes and the total polling
stationsare295,Guptasaid.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
SHIMLA,NOVEMBER10

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday said
money in the National Pension
Scheme (NPS) belongs to indi-
vidual contributors and as per
law, state governments cannot
get itback.
Responding to queries on

restoration of the old pension
scheme (OPS), Sitharamanclar-
ified at a press conference that
RajasthanandChhattisgarhgov-
ernments that are asking the
Centretoreturnthemoney,can-
notget itbackasper law.
CMsof thesetwostateshave

asked the Centre to return the
people's money under NPS for
restartingOPS in their states.
Both the Congress-ruled

states havenotified the reintro-
duction of OPS for government
employees and have said the
Centre cannot hold back em-
ployees' money. The Congress
hasalsopromisedtorestartOPS
for government employees in

Himachal Pradesh, making it a
poll issue in the Assembly elec-
tion as there are 1.75 lakh gov-
ernmentemployeesinthestate.
“Asperlaw,themoneyinthe

central kitty of NPS cannot go
backtostategovernments.Itcan
onlygobackto thecontributing
workers. Can we change the
law? It is theworkers’money in
thecentralkitty.Thatmoneyhas
to go to the beneficiary individ-
ual workers and not to one au-
thorityandnottosomeotheren-
tity,” Sitharaman told reporters.
“I amnot talking politics here. I
amonly talkingabout the law.”
Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh

BaghelclaimedthattheCentrere-
fusedtoreturnRs17,000croredue
to state government employees
enrolledunderNPSafterthestate
askedtheCentreforit.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
SHIMLA,NOVEMBER10

SENIORCONGRESSleaderAnand
SharmaThursdaysaidtheparty’s
campaign planning for the
HimachalPradeshAssemblypolls
could have been “much better”
with the deployment of senior
leaders,andruedthathisservices
werenotfullyutilised.Healsosaid
both the BJP and the Congress
were“culpable”fornothavingas-
sessedtheimplicationsofthenew

pension scheme (NPS) and
termedan“errorofjudgment”the
move toopt for itwhen
VirbhadraSinghwasthe
chiefminister.
Inaninterviewwith

PTI, the former Union
minister, however, said
partywillwinandgeta
“stablemajority”.
“We are better

placed than 2017 be-
causewehavetakenup
issueswhich are of special con-
cern to themasseswhether it is

unemployment, inflation, the
oldpensionscheme(OPS)orthe

Agnipath recruitment
scheme," the 69-year-
old leader, who had
been named in the
party's list of star cam-
paigners, said.
Sharmawasdisgrun-

tled inthemonths lead-
ing up to the polls. He
wasamongthegroupof
23 leaders in Congress

who wrote to Sonia Gandhi in
2020seekinglarge-scalereforms.

SanjayRautwithUddhavThackerayatthelatter’sMatoshree
residenceinMumbaionThursday.PTI DimpleYadav

UPBYPOLL

In bid to checkmate
Shivpal, Akhilesh
fields wife Dimple
from Mainpuri

DAYAFTERRELEASEONBAIL

SANJAYRAUT’S soft
stanceagainstDevendra
Fadnavis, adayafterhis
release fromjail, isbeing
seenbypoliticalob-
serversasa strategy to
buypeace for the time-
beingandtokeep the
central agenciesatbay, as
thecaseagainsthimis
still open.

Strategyto
buypeaceE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

Fadnavishas takengooddecisions;
willmeethim,PMandShah:Raut

OfficialswithEVMsandotherelectionequipmentwade
throughsnowontheirwaytopollingstations inHimachal
Pradesh’sLahaulandSpitidistrict, Thursday.PTI

Union
Finance
Minister
Nirmala
Sitharaman

Money in NPS belongs
to people, can’t go back
to state govts: Nirmala

DECISION
2022

HIMACHAL
PRADESH

Cong planning could have been better,
my services not fully utilised: Sharma

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER10

THE LUCKNOW bench of the
Allahabad High Court on
Thursday reserved its judge-
ment on an appeal challenging
the acquittal of Unionminister
AjayMishra Teni and threeoth-
ers ina2000murdercase.
The four were acquitted in

2004 in connection with the
murder of a student leader that
tookplaceinLakhimpurKheriin
July 2000. A division bench of
JusticesRameshSinhaandRenu
Agarwalreservedthejudgment
after the counsels of the parties
concludedtheirarguments,said
AjayMishra’slawyerSalilKumar
Srivastava. Mishra, who repre-
sents the Lakhimpur Kheri seat
in theLokSabha, isaMinisterof
State (MoS) forHomeAffairs.
OnJuly8,2000,PrabhatGupta,

a student leader of Lucknow
University,wasshotwhenhewas
going toamarket inTikoniaarea
of LakhimpurKheri. Prabhat's fa-
therSantoshGuptalodgedacom-
plaintagainstfourpersons,includ-
ing Mishra. Police filed a
chargesheet againstAjayMishra,
Subhash,aliasMama,Rakesh,alias
Dalu and Shashi Bhushan, alias
Pinki,sayingthemurderwasafall-
outofpoliticalrivalry.

2000MURDERCASE

HC reserves
order on plea
against acquittal
of Union minister

Rajasthan: Sardarshahar
assembly bypoll on Dec 5

HC: Don’t order seizure of
bank accounts of those not
accused in cybercrime cases

New Delhi
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TRIBUTE TO KEMPEGOWDA
The108-footstatueofNadaprabhuKempegowdaat the InternationalAirport inBengaluru
which isset tobe inauguratedbyPMNarendraModionFriday.Apart frominauguratingthe
city founder’s statue, thePMwillalsounveil theairport’snewterminal. PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi will visit the Indonesian
cityofBali fromNovember14to
16 to attend the G-20 summit,
theMinistry of External Affairs
announcedonThursday.
On the sidelines of the sum-

mit,thePrimeMinisterwillhold
bilateralmeetingswithsomeof
his counterparts.
The summit is likely tobeat-

tendedbyUSPresidentJoeBiden,
BritishPrimeMinisterRishiSunak,
French President Emmanuel
MacronandGermanChancellor
OlafScholz,amongothers.
The leaders are expected to

deliberate on the Ukraine con-
flict, itsimplicationsonfoodand
energysecurityandotherpress-
ingglobal issues suchasclimate
change. Modi is attending the
summit at the invitation of
Indonesian President Joko
Widodo.Indonesiaisthecurrent
chair of G-20. “During the Bali
summit, G20 leaderswill delib-

erateextensivelyuponkeyissues
ofglobalconcernunderthesum-
mit themeof 'Recover Together,
RecoverStronger'.Threeworking
sessionswillbeheldaspartofthe
G20summitagenda -- foodand
energysecurity,healthanddigi-
tal transformation,” MEA
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
saidatamediabriefing.
HesaidPresidentWidodowill

symbolically handover theG20
presidencytoPrimeMinisterModi
at theclosingsessionof thesum-
mit.Indiawillformallyassumethe
G20presidencyfromDecember1.
“On the sidelinesof the summit,
theprimeministerwillholdbilat-
eralmeetingswith some of his
counterparts.ThePMwillalsoad-
dressandinteractwiththeIndian
communityinBali,”Bagchisaid.

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,NOVEMBER10

RJD CHIEF Lalu Prasad’s daugh-
ter Rohini Acharya will donate
oneof herkidneys toher father,
who is set to undergo a trans-
plant inSingapore.
“I am feeling very blessed to

donate my kidney to papa,”
Singapore-basedRohinitoldThe
Indian Express.The transplant is
likely to take place later this
month.
The RJD chief, who has long

been suffering from renal com-
plications,was inSingapore last
month forcheck-ups.
Rohini isthesecondofseven

daughtersofLaluandRabriDevi
— both former Bihar chief min-
isters.

An RJD leader said: “As Lalu
Prasad has been suffering from
severalhealthcomplications,in-
cluding heart ailments, the kid-

ney transplant will surely give
him longevity. He has already
undergonetwomajorheartsur-
geries in2014and2016.”

Even though Lalu has been
out of activepolitics since2013,
hecontinuestoremaintheguid-
ing force of the party. He still
playsakeyroleinticketdistribu-
tionduringelections.
During a recent RJDmeet in

Delhi, Lalu authorised younger
son and Bihar deputy CM
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav to speak
on policy matters, reinforcing
Tejashwi's position as Lalu's
politicalheir.
Among his daughters, only

eldestdaughterMisaBhartihas
been active in politics and is in
her second term as a Rajya
SabhaMP.
HiseldersonTejPratapYadav

isaministerintheNitishKumar-
ledBihargovernment.
Lalu is out onbail in the fod-

der scamcases.

FIRST VISIT TO HOME STATE AFTER ASSUMING TOP POST

President Murmu skips protocol, walks 2 km to Jagannath Temple
SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR,NOVEMBER10

THE USUALLY bustling Bada
DandaorGrandRoadinPuriwas
under thick security cover on
Thursdaywith hardly any pub-
lic movement in view of
President Droupadi Murmu’s
scheduled visit to the Shree
JagannathTemple.Whilemajor
partof the3-kmroadwasbarri-
caded,darshanforthecommon
peoplewas restricted formore
than three hours – from 10.30
amtill 1pm.

ThePresident,however,took
everyone by surprisewhen she
skipped protocol and walked
downaround2km–likealloth-
ers – to offer prayer at the 12th
century shrine of Lord
Jagannath,themostreveredgod
inOdisha.
The rare gesture from the

President – who is on her first
visit to her home state after be-
ingelectedtothehighestconsti-
tutional office in July – also
earned appreciation frompub-
lic, who in large numberswere
lineduponbothsidesalong the
GrandRoadforhourspriortoher

visit.ThePresidentwavedatthe
crowdandacknowledgedschool
studentswho greeted her lean-
ingover thebarricadesnear the
temple.
Morethan25platoonsofpo-

lice were deployed in the holy
town while special arrange-
mentsweremadebythetemple
administrationtomakesurethat
the President gets a hassle-free
darshanof thegod.
As is the local practice,

Murmuraisedbothofherhands
to invoke the gods and bowed
before taking the 22 steps lead-
ingtotheshrinetoshowherrev-

erence to thesiblingdeities.
“The President was very

happytohavethedarshanofthe
deities at the Sanctum
Sanctorum. She prayed for the
well-being of the people and
progress and prosperity of our
nation. She offered prayers for
around15minutes,”saidaservi-
tor, showing notes in Odia in a
register signedbyMurmu.
Shortlyafterofferingprayers,

MurmupartookofMahaprasad
alongwithPuriroyalsandother
dignitaries intraditional styleat
PuriRajBhavan.
When she arrived in

Bhubaneswararound11am,she
was accorded a grandwelcome
by Governor Ganeshi Lal, Chief
MinisterNaveenPatnaik,Union
minister Dharmendra Pradhan
and others. A half-day holiday
wasdeclaredforallschools,col-
legesandgovernmentoffices in
the capital city in view of the
President’s visit.
Ontheseconddayofherstay

in the state, the President is
scheduled to visit two govern-
ment schools in the city, includ-
ingheralmamater,CapitalGirls’
HighSchool,whereshewillmeet
someofher1974batchmates.

PresidentDroupadiMurmuinPurionThursday.PTI

Rohini,Lalu’sseconddaughter,livesinSingapore. @RohiniAcharya2

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA,NOVEMBER10

SIXUNIDENTIFIEDassailantson
threemotorcyclesThursdayshot
dead a Dera Sacha Sauda fol-
lower,whowas also an accused
in the 2015 Bargari sacrilege
cases andwas currently out on
bail, inPunjab'sFaridkotdistrict,
policesaid.PardeepSinghKataria
aliasRajuDhodhi,38,wasshotat
around 7:15 amwhile he was
about to open his dairy shop at
Kotkapura inFaridkot, theysaid,
addingthatasecuritypersonnel
providedtohimbyPunjabPolice
andabystandersustainedbullet
injuries inthe incident.
Canada-based gangster

GoldyBrarclaimedresponsibil-
ity for themurder throughaso-
cial media post. Brar, themain
accused in themurder case of
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala,whowasshotdead
inMay, said in the socialmedia
post that “justice had not been
delivered in the sacrilege case
evenafter sevenyearsof the in-
cidentanddespitegovernments
changing thrice instate”.
The text further read that

whoever disrespects any reli-
gion, will meet the same fate.
“The Hindu-Sikh brothers have
taken this revenge together be-
causeGuru Sahib is common to
all,” read thesocialmediapost.

Policeofficials,however,said
they can neither deny nor con-
firmtheclaimmadebyBrar.
Theincidentwascaughtona

CCTV camera installed nearby.
Twooftheassailantsarrivedfirst
andparked theirmotorcycles at
some distance. Later fourmore
arrived on two bikes. The two
who had arrived reached
Pardeep's shop and opened fire
athimandimmediatelyranback.
According to police, Pardeep's
gunmanHakamSinghretaliated
followingwhich theotherother
assailants waiting outside also
opened fire. Several shotswere
fired inwhichHakamSinghand
a formermunicipal councillor
Amar Singhwhowas standing
nearbysustainedbullet injuries.
After committing the crime,

theassailantsfledontwomotor-
cycles, leavingbehind the third.
Pardeep was an accused in

thecaseoftheftofa'bir'(copy)of
theGuruGranthSahibfromBurj
Jawahar SinghWala village in
June 2015 and also in a case
linked to torn pages of the Sikh
holybookbeingfoundscattered
inBargari inOctoberthatyearin
Faridkot.Theangerovertheinci-
dent later became one of the
prime reasons for the ouster of
SAD-BJPalliancegovernmentin
Punjab in 2017, and inaction in
the case turned out to be a big
factor in voting out of the
Congressgovernment in2022.
PardeepSingh'skillingcame

daysaftertheNovember4mur-
derof ShivSena (Taksali) leader
SudhirSuri inAmritsar.

DERASACHASAUDAFOLLOWERWASOUTONBAIL

Canada-basedgangsterGoldyBrarclaimsresponsibility

Punjab: accused in sacrilege case shot

CCTVfootageof the incidentshowstheassailants firing
outsidetheshop atKotkapur,Faridkotdistrict.Express

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHENNAI,NOVEMBER10

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA) searched 43 loca-
tionsinTamilNaduonThursday
in connection with the
Coimbatorecarblastcase.Digital
devicesandincriminatingdocu-
ments were seized from the
housesofthesuspectsduringthe
searches,which started at 6 am,
saidastatement fromtheNIA.
“Accordingtopreliminaryin-

vestigations, JameshaMubeen
(whowas killed in the car blast
onOctober23),aftertakingbay-
ath/oathtoISIS,wasplanningto
carry out a suicidal attack and
causeextensivedamagetosym-
bolsandmonumentsofapartic-
ular religious faith andwith the
intentiontostrike terroramong
a particular section of commu-
nity,” theNIAstatementsaid.
Thestatementsaidsixpersons

whohadbeenarrestedsofarhad
conspiredwithMubeen to pro-
curedifferentchemicalsandother
ingredients for fabricationof im-
provised explosive devices, in-
cludingavehicle-borneIED,from
online shopping platforms to
commitsensationalterroristacts.
“All individuals being

searchedwere in contact with
Mubeen. We are looking into
what led them to communicate
frequentlywithMubeen,” anof-
ficertoldTheIndianExpress,adding
nopoliticalconnectionsbetween
the people being searchedhave
yetbeenestablished.

COIMBATOREBLAST

NIA searches 43
locations, seizes
digital devices,
documents

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

WITHTHEUnitedStateslooking
at expanding thepurviewof in-
terviewwaiver for Indian citi-
zens seeking US visa, the ambit
of the “dropbox” facility, which
isused to renewaUSvisawith-
out an in-person interview,will
nowbeexpandedinseveralvisa
categories, including student
visas,businessandtouristvisas,
and skilled workers visas, ac-
cording to a senior official from
theUSembassy in India.
Theofficialsaidthatincasea

person has already obtained a
visainacertaincategory,she/he
nowbecomes eligible for inter-
view waiver, and can use the
dropbox facility.
Thismove—subjecttofulfill-

mentofcertainconditions—will
significantlybringdownwaiting
timeforUSvisasindaystocome,
the official told the media on
Thursday.
While admitting that wait

timeforapplicantshasbeenun-
usually long in the post-coron-
avirus period, due largely to the
hugebacklogofapplicationsand
staffing problems, the official
said steps areunderway to iron
out those issues. “By the sum-
merof2023,theUSembassyex-
pects visaprocessing tobeback
at pre-pandemic levels of
around1.2millionperyear,” the
official said.
Elaborating on the dropbox

facilities, the embassy official
saidthatthein-personinterview
waiverwill includeevenpeople
whose B1 and B2 (tourist and
business) visas have expired in
the last fouryears.
Applicants of student visas,

whohaveinthepasttravelledto
theUnitedStatesontouristvisas,
can also seek an interview
waiver, although they may be
calledforbiometricsincasethat
wasn’t done earlier, the official
said.
Besidesexpandingthedrop-

box facility, among other steps
taken to ease visawait time for
Indiansareaddingconsularstaff
and sending dropbox cases for
processingelsewhere.According
totheembassyofficial,waittime
hasalreadydecreasedfrom450

days [15months] to about nine
months.
Beforethepandemic,theav-

eragewait time, depending on
the category of visa, varied be-
tween a few weeks (for most
visas) to a fewmonths in cases
of B1/B2visas inpeakseason.
At present, India ranks third

— after Mexico and China — in
terms of the total number of
visas issued by the US, and it is
anticipatedthatthecountrywill
take the second spot by next
summer,theUSembassyofficial
said. India is “top priority” for
Washington in this regard, he
added.
On average, approximately

700 cases are being handled
every day at present, andmore
than82,000visaswereawarded
to Indian citizens in the last one
year, according to thisofficial.
In fact, officials said, India is

among a handful of countries
where applications for US visas
increasedsignificantlyafterpan-
demic-relatedtravelrestrictions
were withdrawn. These in-
cluded business travellers, stu-
dents, skilled workers and
tourists.
Anothersmallbutsignificant

categorywhere theUS is trying
to expedite the process is for
crew visas, used by airline and
cruisestaff, theofficialsaid.“We
are expecting to see more
progress over the next nine
months,”hesaid.

US set to extend
interview waiver
facility to more
visa categories

EASINGVISArulesbyex-
panding theambitof
dropboxor interview
waiversacross
categories isexpected
todoawaywithunnec-
essaryhassle forboth the
USconsular staff aswell
as theapplicants.
Addressing the recent
concernof Indianciti-
zensoverdelays inget-
tingUSvisas,Washin-
gtonhasmade it clear
that it accords topmost
priority toNewDelhi.

Cutting
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Expectsvisaprocessingtimetoreturn
topre-Covid levelsbysummer2023
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VirDasBengaluru
showcancelled
afterprotests
Bengaluru: Comedian Vir
Das’s show, which was
scheduled to be held on
Thursday evening in
Bengaluru,wascancelledat
the last minute after
protests from a pro-
Hindutvaoutfit. Inaposton
Instagram, he said, “Hey
folks. Due to unavoidable
circumstanceswearepush-
ing the Bengaluru show.
Newdetailsanddatessoon.
Sorry for the inconven-
ience.”Earlierthisweek,the
Hindu Janajagruthi Vedike
had urged police to cancel
permission for Das to hold
theshow.Theoutfitalleged
that Daswould hurt Hindu
religious sentiments
throughtheshow. ENS

BRIEFLY

TAMILNADU

5killedinblastat
fireworksunit
Chennai:Fiveworkerswere
killed and several others
wereinjuredafteranexplo-
sion at a fireworks manu-
facturing unit in southern
Madurai district of Tamil
NaduonThursday,authori-
tiessaid.ChiefMinisterMK
Stalin announced a so-
latium of Rs 5 lakh to the
familiesof thedeceased.An
official release said the ex-
plosion occured at the fire-
works factory in
Azhagusirai village near
Tirumangalam. PTI

MEGHALAYA

Kidnappersshot
dead,2rescued
Shillong: Two heavily
armed kidnappers were
shotdeadbyMeghalayapo-
lice on Thursday in West
GaroHillsdistrictduringan
operation to rescue two
people held hostage by
them, police said. The inci-
dent tookplace in theearly
hours of Thursday at Dibru
Hill Reserve Forest, they
said. The kidnappers held
thetwopeoplehostageand
demandedRs30 lakh from
each, police said. The
hostageswere fromAssam
andone isaminor. PTI

KERALA

HCnoticetomayor
overletterprobe
Kochi:TheKeralaHighCourt
onThursday sought the re-
sponse of the LDF govern-
ment and Thiru-
vananthapuramCorporation
MayorAryaRajendranona
pleaseekingaCBIprobeinto
a letter allegedlywrittenby
her regarding employing
partycadresinthecivicbody.
The petitioner, G S
Sreekumar, has contended
that Rajendran and LDF
ParliamentaryPartysecretary
DRAnilrequestedtheCPI(M)
District Secretary toprovide
alistofpartymembersforap-
pointmenttovariouspostsin
thecorporation. PTI

ComedianVirDas

Willhold
bilateral
meets
with
some
PMs

PM to visit Bali from
November 14-16 to
attend G20 summit

KAMALDEEPSINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR,NOVEMBER10

SEVENFOLLOWERSoftheSirsa-
based Dera Sacha Sauda have
been killed in the last six years
following the sacrilege of the
Guru Granth Sahib in Punjab's
Faridkot in2015.
At least three of themwere

shot dead. The Indian Express
profiles thesevenvictims
PardeepSinghKataria:Shot

dead on Thursday, he was
among six dera followers who
were arrested in May 2021 in
connectionwithanFIRlodgedin
October2015,soonafterthesac-
rilege incident, and another on
August7,2018onthebasisof re-
portof JusticeRanjitSinghcom-
mission.
CharanDas:Also a follower

of the Sirsa dera, 40-year-old
Charan Dass was named as an
accused in a sacrilege case in
Muktsar.Hewasshotdeadathis
groceryshop inBhundarvillage
ofMuktsaronDecember2,2021.
Manohar Lal: The 55-year-

old,whowaspartofthe25-mem-
ber committee of Dera Sacha
Sauda, was shot at his shop in

BhagtaBhaiKatownofBathinda
onDecember20,2020.Gangster
SukhaGill Lammehad claimed
responsibilityforthemurder.Ina
socialmedia post, Lamme’s had
claimed thatManohar Lal was
killed as a “revenge for the sacri-
legeofGuruGranthSahibdonein
October2015”.
Mohinder Pal Singh Bittu:

Namedasakeyconspiratorinthe
2015Bargari sacrilegecase,Bittu
waskilledonJune23,2019,inside
Nabhajailbytwoinmates.
Sat Pal Sharma, Ramesh

KumarSharma:Thefather-son
duo was shot dead in the can-
teenof theSachaSauda'sderaat
Jagera village in Khanna on
February25,2017.Theywerenot
named inanycase.
GurdevSingh:Alsoaderafol-

lower,GurdevSinghwasnamed
in the FIR in the 2015 sacrilege
case in 2018, two years after he
was killed. Three personswere
convicted and sentenced to life
imprisonmentbyaFaridkotcourt
for killingGurdev Singh.Gurdev
toohadbeenshotdeadinsidehis
shoponJune13,2016.Soonafter,
the then SAD-BJP government
hadgivenjobtohiswifeinPunjab
policeoncompassionategrounds.

Of 7 dera men killed in
6 yrs, 5 were accused
in sacrilege cases

New Delhi: India on Thursday
welcomedaBritishcourt'sruling
rejecting fugitive diamantaire
NiravModi's appeal against his
extraditiontoIndiainconnection
withabankloanfraudcase.
“We welcome the UK high

court's decision to dismiss the
appeal against extradition of
Nirav Modi,” External Affairs
MinistryspokespersonArindam
Bagchi said. “Wewill continue
with our efforts to get Nirav
Modi back aswell as other eco-
nomicoffenderssothattheyare

brought to justice.”
The spokesperson said India

hasbeenvigorouslypursuingthe
extraditionofeconomicfugitives
sothattheyfacethelegalprocess
in the country. Bagchi also re-
ferred to another UK court re-
centlyorderingtheextraditionof
fugitive arms dealer Sanjay
BhandaritoIndia.“Thisisusually
a lengthy process. But wewill
continueoureffortsinthisregard
so that economic fugitives are
broughtbackto Indiato faceour
justicesystem,”hesaid. ENS

Welcome UK court ruling
on Nirav Modi, says MEA

Daughter Rohini to donate kidney to Lalu

New Delhi
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VICE PRESIDENT Jagdeep
DhankharwillbeinCambodiafor
athree-daytripstartingNovember
11 to representNewDelhi at the
ASEAN-India and the East Asia
summits,officialssaidThursday.
Nearlyaweekafterthesum-

mits, the defence ministers of
India and ASEAN will also be
holdingameet,thefirstsuchen-
gagement between the two
sideswhicharecelebrating2022
as “friendship year” tomark 30
yearsof relations.
The 19thASEAN-India sum-

mit is scheduled to be held on
November 12, and the 17th East

AsiasummitonNovember13, in
theCambodiancapitalofPhnom
Penh.
Cambodia is hosting the

summits in its capacity as the
currentchairoftheASEANorthe
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations,a10-membergrouping
also comprising Brunei,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Laos,
Myanmar, Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand,Vietnam.
Addressing a special media

briefing in NewDelhi, Saurabh

Kumar, Secretary (East) in the
MinistryofExternalAffairs,said
at the summits, leaders of the
two sideswill “take stockof the
progress made and exchange
viewsonthefuturecourseofour
ties and the relationship in the
comingdecade.”
DescribingASEANas“central”

to India’s Act East policy and its
wider vision of the Indo-Pacific,
Kumarsaid:“Otherscheduledac-
tivities include the first ASEAN-
Indiadefenceministersmeeting,
(to be held) after the ADMM
(ASEAN Defence Ministers
Meeting) plus, scheduled to be
held onNovember 20, and the
maiden ASEAN Indiamaritime
exercisewhichwillbeheldinthe
firstquarterofnextyear.”

EXPRESSNETWORK10 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,FRIDAY,NOVEMBER11,2022

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

POINTINGOUT that India is al-
ready “importing and consum-
ing oil derived from GM
(Genetically Modified) crops”,
theCentrehastoldtheSupreme
Court that “opposition to such
technology based on...un-
foundedfearsofadverseimpact
is only hurting farmers, con-
sumersand industry”.
In an affidavit filed in re-

sponse toapleachallengingthe
clearance forenvironmental re-
leaseof GMmustard, theUnion
MinistryofEnvironment,Forest
and Climate Change stated that
mustard is “themost important
oil and seedmeal crop of India,
grown in around 8-9 million
hectaresof land”.
It said that “seed replace-

ment(farmerbuyingfreshseed)
rates are around 63% and area
underirrigationhasincreasedto
83%of thetotalareaundermus-
tard”, but “despite all these in-

vestments,yieldsofmustardare
stagnating”.
It saidthepresentrateof ed-

ibleoilconsumptioninIndiasur-
passesthedomesticproduction
rate. At present, India meets
nearly55%to60%of itsedibleoil
demand through imports, the
governmentpointedout.
Itsubmittedthatthecountry

is already importing and con-
suming large quantities of edi-
bleGMoilseeds. “Cottongrown
in India isaGMcropandwean-
nually produce around 9.5mil-
liontonnesofcottonseedand1.2
milliontonnesof cottonoilcon-
sumed by human beings, and
about 6.5million tonnes of cot-
tonseed[are]consumedasani-
mal feed,” it said.
Theministrypointedoutthat

annually, India imports about
55,000metric tonnes of canola
oil, largely from GM canola
seeds,andnearly2.8lakhtonnes
ofsoybeanoil largelycomposed
ofGMsoybeanoil.AsIndiaisim-
porting and consuming oil de-
rivedfromGMcrops,opposition

to such technology “based on
suchunfoundedfearsofadverse
impact, is only hurting farmers,
consumersandindustry”,theaf-
fidavit stated.
Pointingoutthattheaverage

pricesof refinedpalmoil,soyoil
andmustard oil are increasing
continuously, the government
said that Indianeedstobe inde-
pendent in oil production to
meetthedomesticconsumption
demand. “Increased edible oil
prices will also lead to infla-
tion...(and) an agricultural re-
form like growing GM oilseed
crops likemustardwill be use-
ful,”thegovernmentsubmitted.
It said the GMmustard hy-

brid,DMJ11,forwhichclearance
wasgiven,hasshownincreased
per-hectare yield by 25% to 30%
overthetraditionalvarietiesand
willhelpreduceIndia'sdepend-
enceonothercountriesandgoa
longway in realising the vision
ofself-reliance.Thegovernment
submitted that strengthening
plantbreedingprogrammes, in-
cludinguseofnewgenetictech-

nology,iscriticaltomeetemerg-
ingchallenges in Indianagricul-
tureandensuring foodsafety.
Theministrysaidthat“condi-

tionalapprovalforenvironmental
releaseoftransgenicmustardhy-
brid DMH 11 and parental
lines...containing Bar, Barnase,
andBarstargeneshasbeenmade
after following the detailed pro-
cedureinlaw...andafterconsider-
ing the biosafety data accumu-
latedoverseveralyears”.
The threegenes, it said,have

ahistoryof “morethan20years
ofsafelybeinginthefoodchain”.
The government explained

thatallstipulatedbiosafetytests
were carried out on the GM
mustardhybridDMH-11andits
twoparental linesbeforegrant-
ing the permission and added
that it was cleared subject to
stringent terms and conditions
to ensure environmental safe-
guards.
Itwillalsohelpinraisingdata

abouttheimpactofGMmustard
on honey bees and other polli-
nators, theaffidavit said.

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

ANNUAL GROUNDWATER ex-
traction for irrigation, domestic
and industrial uses has come
down by about 6 billion cubic
metres (bcm) to 239 bcm in
2022 from2020, shows the lat-
estgroundwaterassessmentre-
port releasedby theMinistry of
Jal Shakti onThursday.
The report — National

CompilationonDynamicGround
WaterResourcesOfIndia,2022—
said: “The total annual ground-
water recharge for the entire
countryasof2022hasincreased
by 1.29 bcmas compared to the
lastassessment(2020).Thetotal
annualextractableGWresources
has also increased by 0.56 bcm.
Theannualgroundwaterextrac-
tion for irrigation, domestic and
Industrialuseshasalsodecreased
by5.76bcmduringthisperiod.”
“About 87% of total annual

groundwater extraction i.e.
208.49bcm is for irrigationuse.
Only 30.69 bcm is for domestic
and industrial use, which is
about 13% of the total extrac-
tion,” said the report.
The decrease in annual

groundwater extraction for irri-
gation, domestic and industrial
uses is broadly in linewith the
similardeclineinpreviousassess-
ments.Infact,theannualground-
water extraction has seen a de-
cline since 2017when it came
down 249 bcm from a record
high of 253 bcm in 2013. Before
2013,thefigureofannualground-
waterextractionhadseenanup-
wardtrend:231bcmin2004,243
bcmin2009and245in2013.
While no specific reasons

havebeengiveninthereportfor
a sharpdecline in theextraction
ofgroundwaterforirrigation,do-
mestic and industrial uses dur-
ing2022, thereportsays, “These
variations are attributedmainly
torefinementofparameters, re-
finementinwellcensusdataand
changinggroundwaterregime.”
The report shows the annual

groundwater rechargewas as-
sessedataround438bcmin2022
—up from436bcm in2020and
432 in 447. But this was lower
thanthe447bcmannualground-
waterrechargeassessedin2013.
Thereportalsostatesthatthe

monitoring of the groundwater
resources was affected by the

Covid-19outbreakinthecountry.
“In the years 2020 and2021,

due to the outbreak of Covid-19
throughoutthecountry, thefield
activities of CGWB including
monitoring ofwater levels have
beenseverelyaffected.Thewater
levelscouldnotbemonitoredfor
consecutively twopre-monsoon
(April/May) seasons in theyears
2020and2021.Alsowater levels
couldnot bemonitored in some
statesduringNovember-2020for
the same reason.Due to theun-
availabilityofwaterleveldatafor
Pre-monsoon2021, the analysis
ofpre-monsoonwater levelshas
beendonetakingthe2022water
leveldata,”thereportsaid.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER10

THE KERALA government on
Thursday amended the rules of
Kerala Kalamandalam deemed
university to remove Governor
Arif Mohammed Khan as its
chancellor.
TheKalamandalamdeemed

universityisapremierinstitution
for preservation andpromotion
of traditional performing arts in
thestate.TheStateCulturalAffairs
Department issued theorderaf-
teramendingtherulesandregu-
lationsof theinstitution.
The order stated, “The gov-

ernance and themanagement
system of the Kalamandalam
(deemedtobeuniversityforarts
and culture) shall be in accor-
dance with the decision of the
stategovernment.Thechancel-
lor shall be an eminent person
in the field of art and culture to
beappointedbythesponsoring
body,whichisthestategovern-
ment.”
According to the depart-

ment's order, the tenure of the
new chancellor would be “five
years from the day of assuming
office”,andshe/hewouldbe“el-
igible for reappointment foran-
other term, provided that no
person is eligible to hold theof-
ficeonattaining theageof 75”.
In 2015, the then Congress-

led UDF government had,
through an executive order,
made theGovernor, byvirtueof
his office, the chancellor of the
Kalamandalam. Thus, the
Governor's removal as chancel-
lor was executed through an-
otherorderonThursday.
OnWednesday, the CPI(M)-

led LDF government had de-
cidedtoissueanordinancetore-
movetheGovernoraschancellor
of 14 other state universities.
Legislationisrequiredtoremove
the Governor from the post of

chancellor of theseuniversities,
and laws related to the respec-
tiveuniversities, includingmak-
ing the Governor ex-officio
chancellor, were made by the
legislativeAssembly.
Kalamandalam, though, has

adifferentstructurewithanex-
ecutiveboard,inwhichthevice-
chancellor is amember.
DrTKNarayanan, the former

V-CofKalamandalam,whoisseen
ashaving thebackingof CPI(M),
had earlier locked horns with
KhanoverreinstatementofaPRO
at theuniversity. KhanwantedR
Gopikrishnan, who was sus-
pended in 2017, reinstated, but
Narayanan did not go by the
Governor'sdirective.
Narayanan had evenmoved

theHighCourtagainstKhanbut
withdrewhispetitionearlierthis
yearfollowingthegovernment's
intervention. Khanwas said to
have been upset over the ap-
proach of Narayanan, who did
notappearat theRajBhavan for
a hearing regarding the PRO’s
appointment.

Kuno cheetahs
make second kill
Bhopal:FreddieandElton, twoof
the eight cheetahs brought to
MadhyaPradesh’sKunoNational
Park fromNamibia,made their
secondkill onWednesday, once
againkilling a cheetal or spotted
deer,forestofficialssaid.
The second kill was made

nearlythreedaysaftertheymade
their first kill on the evening of
November 6. The first kill was
madewithin24hoursoftheirre-
lease into a larger enclosure at
the national park. According to
forestofficials, the twocheetahs
nearly finished off about 25-30
kgof theirkill. “Consideringthat
theykilleveryonceintwo-three
days,wewereexpectingthemto
makethekillsoon.Themonitor-
ing teamhad also spotted them
making a chase last evening,” a
forestofficial said. ENS

ALOKDESHPANDE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER10

MAHARASHTRA CULTURAL
Affairs Minister Sudhir
Mungantiwar on Thursday said
that the state governmentwill
hold discussions with British
PrimeMinister Rishi Sunak to
bring back the Jagdamba sword
of Chhatrapati ShivajiMaharaj,
which is in London, by 2024 to
markthecompletionof350years
ofcoronationoftheMarathaking.
“We have also begun corre-

spondencewith theUniongov-
ernment when Sunak became
the PM of UK. The British took
away the sword from here due
to their greed, as it was laden
withdiamonds.Forus,itisprice-
lessandofextremeimportance,
asitwastouchedbyChhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj,”Mungantiwar
toldmediapersons.
Headdedthatthatthereturn

oftheswordtoMaharashtrawill
further boost the celebrations
planned by his department to
mark350yearsofthecoronation
of kingShivaji.
AccordingtohistorianIndrajit

Sawant,whohaswritten abook
tracing the journeyof the sword
to London, the demand to bring
backtheswordisveryoldandwas
firstraisedbyLokmanyaTilak.
“The demand was raised

when Yashwantrao Chavan be-
came the chief minister of
MaharashtraandagainwhenAR
AntulaywastheCM.Theproblem
happenedwhen the swordwas
referred to as ‘Bhavani’ sword. A
sword of this name is already
thereinSataraandtheBritishtill
nowhaveusedthatasanexcuse

(to say that theBhavani sword is
alreadyinIndia),"SawanttoldThe
IndianExpress.
Sawantaddedthatthesword

shouldbe referred to as theone
given to Prince of Wales (later
EdwardVII)byShivajitheFourth
in 1875-76. "The Chhatrapati of
Karveerwasinpossessionofthis
sword, which was used by
ShivajiMaharaj.Wesay this be-
cause the catalogue of his ar-
mory is available even today,
which describes this sword as
that of Shivaji Maharaj and has
explanations on it, including
howmanydiamonds ithas.”
Sawant said that the cata-

logue of weapons collected by
the Prince was printed in
London, which mentions the
said sword as “a relic of Shivaji
theGreat”.
According to Sawant, the

PrinceofWaleswas fondof col-
lectingweaponsandhadshort-
listedafew,includingthissword,
whichheforcedthethenkingto
gifthim.HismeetingwithShivaji
the Fourth took place in
Mumbai. "Though that sword
hadnothingencryptedonit, the
Britishprince’sreturngift,which
is still in Kolhapur’sNewPalace
museum,hasadescriptiononits
blade,"hesaid.
“Bringing the sword back to

Indiaisnotanimpossibletaskbut
wemustdemandtheswordthat
was gifted by Shivaji the Fourth
andnotnameit,”headded.

Probe team from India
visited Nairobi: MEA
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

AN INDIAN investigation team
visitedNairobiearlierthismonth
andofferedallpossiblehelptothe
Kenyan side in the case of two
Indian nationalsmissing in that
countrysinceJuly,theMinistryof
ExternalAffairssaidonThursday.
Two Indian nationals —

Mohammad Zaid Sami Kidwai
and Zulfiqar Ahmed Khan —
have been missing in Kenya
since July 23, Ministry of
External Affairs spokesperson
ArindamBagchi said.
“Thiscaseremainsunderac-

tive investigationbytheKenyan
authorities.AnIndianinvestiga-
tion team visited Nairobi from
November1-3, andmet thede-
partment of public prosecution
and thedepartmentof criminal
investigationof theKenyangov-
ernment,”Bagchi said.

TheIndianteamofferedtothe
Kenyan side all help in this case,
including assistance in DNA or
forensicanalysis that theKenyan
sidemayrequiretocarryouttheir
investigations, he said. “We are
followingdevelopmentsrelated
to the case very closely and are
also in touchwith the affected
Indianfamilies,”hesaid.
Lastmonth,daysafteraclose

aide of the Kenyan President
claimedthatformermediaexec-
utive Zulfiqar,missing in Kenya
since July, had been killed along
withanotherIndiannational,the
Indian High Commissioner in
Nairobimet PresidentWilliam
Ruto to convey “deep concern”
andrequested“expeditingof in-
vestigations” intothematter.
The Ministry of External

Affairshadsaidthat thespecific
circumstances “surrounding
the abduction and subsequent
lack of information”was “very
disturbing”.

STAGEOFGROUNDWATER EXTRACTION
(inblocks,mandalsandtalukas)

■Safe(=70%) ■Semi-critical(>70%and=90%)
■Critical(>90%and=100%)
■Over-Exploited(>100%) ■Saline

Total
7,089

Total
6,965

GEOGRAPHICALUNITS

4,780 885 260

1,006
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Groundwater extraction this yr
down 6 bn cubic metres from ’20
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Maharashtra will
discuss return of
Shivaji sword with
UK PM: minister

ASEAN-India, East Asia summits: V-P
starts 3-day trip to Cambodia today

Already importingGMcrop oil,
fears unfounded, Govt tells SC

Kerala removes
Gov as chancellor
of top performing
arts deemed varsity

IF ORDINANCENOT
SIGNED,WILLBRING
LEGISLATION:MINISTER
KERALAHIGHER Education
Minister R Bindhu on
Thursday said the Left gov-
ernmentwould convenean
Assembly session next
monthandbringoutalegis-
lation if Governor Arif
Mohammed Khanwas not
prepared to sign the
Ordinance stripping him of
theroleofchancellorofuni-
versities in thestate. PTI

2 INDIANSMISSING INKENYA
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ASNEARLY30protesting teach-
ing job aspirants, arrested by
KolkataPoliceWednesdaynight
onchargesof“riotingandunlaw-
ful assembly”,were released on
bailonThursday,acontroversyof
awomanconstableallegedlybit-
ingawomanprotesterbrokeout.
Videosoftheconstablegrab-

bing41-year-oldArunimaPaul's
handandbitingherwereshared
on social media. Police said
Arunimabit theconstable first.
“They kept us at the police

station and then in the lock-up
forseveralhours.Ididn'tevenre-
ceivefirst-aidforseveralhours,”
saidArunimawhilebeingtaken
tocourt.
Arunima’smotherAlka Paul

(70) demanded disciplinary ac-
tion against the constable. “I
have not seen inmy 70 years of
life that police bite protesters.
We spent the night thinking
about her.We are civilised peo-
ple. My daughter was there for
her legitimateright.Shewasar-
rested but why no action has
been takenagainst thatwoman
cop,”askedArunima’smother.
Arunima and other arrested

protesters were first taken to
Hare Street police station on
Wednesday andweremade to
sit for several hours. Later, they
were arrested and taken to
Lalbazarpolice lock-up.

“Mywifejusttookpartinthe
protest. She passed Teacher
Eligibility Test in 2014. She has
all the right to demand a job,
whichshedeserves.Thewaywe
allsawacopbiteherwasshock-
ing.Surprisingly,mywifewasn't
givenanymedicalassistancefor
four to five hours, while the
woman copwas the first to be
taken to the doctor. What was
my wife's crime? Are we not
suppose to raise issues and de-
mand our rights in this demo-
cratic country? It is one of the

most shameful act,” said
Arunima'shusbandSadhanPaul,
whoworks in the railways.
OnThursday,whentheirbail

pleacameupataBankshallcourt,
the police opposed it, claiming
that thewoman inuniformwas
attackedbyArunimaPaul.
Soon after their release, the

protesters demanded action
against theconstable.
Police said the protesters

were arrested under Sections
353 (assault or criminal force to
deter public servant from dis-
chargeofhisduty),147(rioting),
148 (rioting with a deadly
weapon) and149 ( unlawful as-
sembly)oftheIndianPenalCode.
The incident triggered a po-

liticalwarofwords in thestate.
“The onewho got bitten has

been arrested. Her fault is she
couldn'tpleasetheTMCgovern-
ment.Thewomancopshouldbe
suspended,"seniorCPI(M)leader
SujanChakrabortydemanded.
“This government is not ca-

pable of providing jobs to all
thosewho deserve, and, there-
fore, using police,” BJP national
vice-presidentDilipGhoshsaid.
TMC Rajya Sabha member

Santanu Sen, however, backed
thepolice:“Thewomanconsta-
blewas the first to be bitten by
the protester. On various occa-
sions, police has shown their
sensitive side despite provoca-
tion.TheBJPandCPI(M)attimes
send their supporters to such
protestswithvested interest.”

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI,NOVEMBER10

THE JHARKHAND government
has formeda task force to study
the impact on the state of com-
mitmentsmade by India at last
year's global climatesummit.
At the COP26 summit in

Glasgow last year, India had
committedtoachievingnet-zero
carbon emissions by 2070 and
setatargetofbuildingthecapac-
ity to generate 500 GWof non-
fossil fuel energy.
Officials said the task force,

comprisingofficials from13dif-
ferent departments, has been
formedtoassessthemagnitude
and nature of the effects of the
“accelerated phase-out of coal
mines and coal-based indus-
tries” on Jharkhand’s economy
aswell as on the communities
thataredirectlyorindirectlyde-
pendenton these industries.
The task force is expected to

deliveraninterimreportwithin
12months.
“With the state endowed

with rich coal resources, and a
large number of coal-based in-
dustries located in thestate, it is

necessarytostudytheimpactof
suchcommitmentson thestate
anditspeopleandtopreparefor
atransitiontowardsagreenand
sustainablemodel of develop-
ment.Tothiseffect,ataskforceis
hereby constituted to study the
effectsof transitionfromafossil
fuel-based energy eco-system
on the communities andwork-
ers, particularly those impacted
by planned/unplanned closure
of mines, among others,”
Jharkhand'sForest,Environment
and Climate Change
Departmentsaidinanotification
issuedonNovember4.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

THESUPREMECourtonThursday
allowed theCentremore time to
submit itswritten response to a
pleatodeclaretheRamSetuana-
tional heritagemonument even
asitquestionedthedelay.
“Whyareyoudraggingyour

feet?” Chief Justice of India D Y
ChandrachudaskedtheCentre’s
counsel as he sought time, say-
ingtheaffidavit isreadybutwas
awaiting the sanction from the
relevantministry.
Rajya Sabha MP

SubramanianSwamy,whofiled

the petition, pointed out to the
bench, also comprising Justices
Hima Kohli and J B Pardiwala,
that the governmentwas yet to
filetheaffidavitdespitemanydi-
rections in thepast.
He said thematter has been

goingonsince longbut thegov-
ernment is not taking a stand.
“Theyonlyhavetosayyesorno,”
headded.
SwamyhadfiledaPILagainst

the Centre’s Sethusamudram
Canalproject,initiatedwhenthe
UPA-1 was in power at the
Centre. The project envisaged
creation of a 83-km-long deep
water channel, linkingMannar
withPalkStrait,bydredgingand

removing the limestone shoals
thatformedpartoftheRamSetu.
The SC had stayed thework

for theproject in2007.
In March 2018, the Union

ShippingMinistry inanaffidavit
told the court that the govern-
ment “does notwant to imple-
ment” the proposed “align-
ment...considering” its
“socio-economicdisadvantages”.
The affidavit added that “the

Government of India intends to
exploreanalternative to theear-
lieralignmentofSethusamudram
ShipChannelprojectwithoutaf-
fecting or damaging theAdam’s
bridge/RamSethu in the interest
of thenation.”

Ram Setu national heritage tag: SC
gives Centre time to respond to PIL

Jharkhand forms task force to study
impact of climate commitments

Teaching jobaspirant
ArunimaPaulataKolkata
courtonThursday.Express

Kolkata protest sparks cop vs
protester row: Who bit whom?
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NOTICE INVITING APPLICATION FOR ALLOTMENT OF

SHOPS SANTUSHTI SHOPPING COMPLEX NEW DELHI

1. Air Officer Commanding, Air Force Station New Delhi, invites
sealed application from resident Indian nationals for allotment of
shops at Santushti Shopping Complex, Tejas Camp, Lok Kalyan
Marg New Delhi-110003 as per following details:

2. The period of allotment will be three years as per provisions of Defence Shopping
Complex (Maintenance & Administration) Rules, 2006. wef 01 Dec 2022

3. The rates for allotment of the shop will be charged as License Fee
160/- per sq ft, Maintenance charges 60/- per sq ft and GST @18%.
In addition water & electricity charges will be charged as per consumption.
The maintenance charge will be increased by 5% every year. The rates
of License fee & Maintenance charges may be revised as applicable
by Management Committee SSC at any point of time during contract period.

4. The application form can be collected from Santushti Shopping
Complex Office, on all working days starting from 11 Nov 2022
from 1000 hrs to 1630 hrs @ Rs 500/- each (non-refundable).
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) equivalent to one month License
fee i.e. (Area of shop x Rs. 160/- per sq ft) in the form of Demand
draft/Bankers Cheque issued by any nationalized bank or ICICI,
HDFC and AXIS Bank is to be drawn in favour of “Santushti 412
Air Force Station New Delhi”. Application form duly completed in
all respects along with EMD, is to be submitted to SSC office on
or before 1500 hrs by 25 Nov 2022. Applications form without EMD
will be summarily rejected.

7. Air Officer Commanding, Air Force Station, New Delhi, reserves
the right to withdraw any shop and / or accept or reject any tender
or application without assigning any reason.

5. Any clarification regarding allotment of Shops or any other issues
for prospective allottees will be addressed at the office of Santushti
Shopping Complex between 1100 hours to 1600 Hrs on all working
days (Monday to Saturday) till 21 Nov 2022. The scrutiny of application
will be held at Air Force Station New Delhi on 28 Nov 2022. Applicants
or representatives may attend the process in person. The allotment
of Shops by draw of lot, if applicable, will be held at 1100 Hrs on
29 Nov 2022 at Santushti Shopping Complex.

6. For further details please contact Tele No. 011-20867237, 9810742291/
9667371554 or Email on: santushtishoppingcomplex123@gmail.com

Area (Sq ft)Shop No

02 413 Sq ft

05 776 Sq ft
07 263 Sq ft
08 872 Sq ft

Shop No Area (Sq ft)

12 380
15 425 Sq ft

Sq ft

22 275 Sq ft

ARMY WELFARE
EDUCATION SOCIETY
(Registered under Society Act XXI of 1860)

AWES plans to hire One Head of Technology,
One IT Lead (Application) and One IT Lead
Infrastructure and administration. For details
of Job Specification, Qualification and Salary
log on towww.awesindia.com

NOTICE

ENS&PTI
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

AT LEAST seven Indians were
among 10 people killed early
Thursday when a major fire
broke out in a garage below
crampedlivingquartershousing
foreign workers in Maldives’
capitalMale, officials said.
The fire broke out in theM.

Nirufehi areanear theMaaveyo
Mosqueataround12:30am.
TheIndianHighCommission

inMaldivestweeted:“Maldivian
authorities have confirmed that
7ofthedeceasedwereIndianna-
tionals. Identity of oneperson is
still being confirmed. High
Commission is in contact with
thefamilies.”
The Maldives National

DefenceForce,whichwasactive
on site with an emergency re-
sponseteam,saidtherecovered
bodies included those of nine
Indians, and one Bangladeshi
national, The Edition news por-
tal reported.
Maldives Foreign Minister

AbdullaShahidThursdaycalled
up his Indian counterpart S
Jaishankar and conveyed the
condolencesof thegovernment
andpeopleofMaldivesoverthe

deaths. He said a full investiga-
tion has been ordered into the
incident. “Received a call from
FM@abdulla_shahidexpressing
condolences and assuring full
support. High Commission is
closelyworkingwithMaldivian
authorities on this matter,”
Jaishankar tweeted.
In another tweet, he said:

“Deeply grieved by the tragic
loss of lives in a fire incident in
Male today. Full details regard-
ingIndiansbeingascertainedby
the High Commissionwho are
contactingaffected families.”
Ministry of External Affairs

spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
saidtheIndianMissioninMaleis
assistingfamiliesof theaffected
Indians. “Our high commission
therehas clarified that local au-
thorities have indicated that at
least10bodieshavebeenfound.
Localauthoritiesareengaged in
identifying the bodies,” Bagchi
said.“Untilsuchtimeweareable
to identify the bodies as Indian
citizens, Iwouldnot like tocon-
firm how many have passed
away,”hesaid.
He said the fire broke out in

aresidentialbuildingforforeign
workers. “Some versions say
that therewas a garagenear-by
the building.We are looking at

thedetails.Thisbuildinghoused
foreignworkersincludingIndian
citizens,”Bagchi said.
The garage is located on the

ground floor of the building,
while the first-floorhousedmi-
grantworkers. The living quar-
ters had only a single window,
according to news portal
SunOnline International.
Therewere38migrantwork-

ersfromBangladesh,IndiaandSri
Lankalivinginthebuilding,with
agascylindernexttoeachbed,the
MaldivesNationalDefenceForce
said.MaldivesNationalDisaster
Authority (MNDA) chief Hisan
Hassan said28peoplewere res-
cuedfromthebuilding.Hesaid19
of themhadbeentakenawayby
their employerswhileninepeo-
pleremainunderMNDA’scare—
sixwomenandthreemen.
Colonel Ibrahim Rasheed,

Commandant, MNDF Fire and
Rescue Service, said: “There
were a lot of gas cylinders...
Differenttypesofgas...Wefound
it very challenging to fight the
fire.”Thefirewasdousedat4.34
am(local time).

7 Indians among 10
killed inMaldives fire

Kashi Vishwanath-Gyanvapi
hearing in apex court today
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

THE SUPREME Court will on
Fridayhearapleaseekingexten-
sionof theprotectionof thearea
in Kashi Vishwanath temple-
Gyanvapi mosque complex,
wherea‘Shivling’wasclaimedto
havebeenfoundduringavideo-
graphic survey of themosque
premisesearlier thisyear.
Advocate Vishnu Shankar

Jain told a bench presided by
Chief Justice of India D Y
ChandrachudthattheMay17in-
terim order protecting it would
cometoanendonNovember12.
Jainalsopointedoutthatthe

Varanasi District Court had re-
jected themosque committee’s
opposition to the suit by five
Hinduwomen,who sought the
right toworship deities located
within the Gyanvapi mosque
premises all year round. The
mosquecommitteehadclaimed
that the suit was barred by the
Places of Worship Act, 1991,
which prohibits conversion of
natureofplacesofworshipafter
August15,1947.
The CJI pointed out that he

willhavetoconstitutethebench
andagreed to take it upat 3pm
onFriday.
Hearing a petition by five

Hinduwomen seeking right to
worship atMaa Shringar Gauri

Sthal, on the outer wall of the
mosque complex, a Varanasi
court had on April 8 appointed
an Advocate Commissioner to
carry out an inspection of the
site, to “prepare videography of
theaction”,andsubmitareport.
Themosque committeehad

challenged this before the
Allahabad High Court, which
dismissedtheappealonApril21.
Thecommitteethenapproached
theSupremeCourt.
HearingitinMaythisyear,the

SC,however,saidthat“ascertain-
mentofthereligiouscharacterof
aplace isnotbarredby... theAct”
anddeclinedtostayproceedings
beforetheVaranasicourt.Itasked
the districtmagistrate to secure

theareawherethe‘Shivling’was
claimed to have been found,
without impeding or restricting
the rights of Muslims to access
andoffernamazatthemosque.
Taking into account the

“complexity of the issues in-
volvedinthecivilsuit...andtheir
sensitivity”, the topcourt trans-
ferred theproceedingspending
before the Civil Judge (Senior
Division),Varanasi,totheDistrict
Judge,Varanasi, for "trial andall
interlocutory and ancillary pro-
ceedings".Thebenchalsoasked
the district court to first decide
the application filed by the
mosquecommittee,challenging
themaintainabilityofthesuitby
theHindupetitioners.

PLEATOEXTENDPROTECTIONOFAREA

TheKashiVishwanathtemple-Gyanvapimosquecomplex in
Varanasi,UttarPradesh. ExpressFile

ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,NOVEMBER10

INAmovemeant to ensure im-
plementationofdecisionstaken
atpanchayatsduring the fourth
phaseof theBacktoVillagepro-
gramme, the Jammu and
Kashmir administrationhas or-
deredallgazettedofficerstopay
follow-upvisits for thenextone
year to rural local bodies they
hadvisitedbetweenOctober27
andNovember3thisyear,across
theUnionTerritory.
IntheorderdatedNovember

9, the General Administration
Departmentof theUThasstated
that officers “deployed as visit-
ing officers for the 4th phase of
Back to Village programme by
the General Administration
Department’’, or “by Deputy
CommissionersacrosstheUnion
Territory shall be the Prabhari
Officer(s)forthepanchayatcon-
cerned for the next one year, or
till decidedotherwise”.
The decision is aimed at en-

suring implementation of deci-
sions taken at the panchayat
levelduring theperiod.
The Back to Village pro-

gramme aims to empower and
develop rural local bodies. As
part of it, one senior officer, in-
cluding the Lieutenant
Governor's advisers and the
ChiefSecretary,weresenttoone
panchayat each, where they
stayed for two days and took
note of problems listedby local
residents during the first three
phases.However,therehadbeen
nofollow-upvisits,aspointedout
byresidents. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER10

THREEYEARSaftertheCentrebannedJamat-e-Islami
(JeI) in Jammu and Kashmir, the State Investigating
Agency(SIA)haslaunchedanothercrackdownagainst
theorganisationand itsassets.
TheagencyonThursdaysaid ithasunearthedas-

setsworthcroresof thesocio-religiousorganisation,
and sealed nine properties in south Kashmir's
Shopian. The sealed assets include a school run un-
dertheFalah-e-AamTrust,anofficeof Jamat-e-Islami
andsomeplotsof landworthRs2.5crore.
“(The) SIA has identified huge assets of banned

Jamat-e-Islami throughout J&Kworth hundreds of
crores INR,” anofficial release said. “Today indistrict
Shopian properties at nine locations... have been
sealedwith restrictionsonusageandentry.”
TheSIA,whichwassetuplastyear,saidithasiden-

tified 188 immovable assets of the JeI in Jammuand
Kashmiranhasundertakentheprocesstonotifythese
properties. “These are as a result of investigation of
case FIR number 17 of 2019U/S 10, 11&13 of police
stationBatamaloobeing investigatedbySIA,” there-
lease said.
The agency said its decision to start the sealing

of JeI assets fromsouthKashmir'sShopian is signif-
icant because it was the first place to organise a
Jamatgathering in1942beforetheorganisationwas
formally set up.
The JeI, one of the largest cadre-based organisa-

tions of J&K, was banned by the Centre in February
2019, fewdaysafter theBalakot strike.

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL&ARUNSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JAMMU,NOV10

THECBIhasarrestedanassistant
sub-inspector (ASI) of Jammu
and Kashmir Police and four
CRPF personnel among seven
peopleinconnectionwithacase
relating to allegedmalpractices
intherecruitmentofprobation-
arysub-inspectorsinJ&KPolice,
a spokesperson of the agency
said on Thursday. The agency
tooktheircustodyafterpresent-
ing them before a court in
Jammu, thespokespersonsaid.
The arrestedmenhavebeen

identifiedasCRPFheadconstable
PawanKumar; CRPF constables
AtulKumar,AmitKumarSharma,
andSunilSharma; J&KPoliceASI
Jaisuriya Sharma; and two civil-
ians, Tarsem Lal and Asheesh
Yadav.Theagencyhadearlierar-
rested 13 people in the case.
Among those arrestedwere an
ASI and two constables of J&K
Police,oneCRPFofficialandanex-
constable of the paramilitary
force, a BSF commandant, and a
governmentschoolteacherinJ&K.
On Tuesday, CBI had con-

ducted searches at seven loca-
tions in Jammu, Pathankot
(Punjab), Rewari and Karnal
(bothinHaryana) inconnection
with the recruitment scam.The
CBI took over the investigation
onAugust 3 on J&Kadministra-
tion's reference.
The case pertains to leak of

questionpaper for theexamina-
tionthroughwhich1,200postsof
sub-inspectorswere to be filled
by J&KServices SelectionBoard.

“Investigationhassofarrevealed
thatpaymentof Rs20 lakh toRs
30 lakhwas allegedlymade by
willingcandidatesandtheirfam-
ilies for getting the question pa-
perbeforetheexamination,” the
CBIspokespersonsaid.
The official said CBI had re-

cently arrested aman, Pradeep
Kumar,whoworked as packing
in-charge at a printing press
based inDelhi'sOkhla area. “He
allegedly stole the question pa-
per at the time of packing and
sold it to Rewari-based Yatin
Yadav, who has also been ar-
rested. Investigation has re-
vealedthatYadavcontactedthe
other touts based in J&K to lure
candidates forsaleof the leaked
paper,” thespokespersonsaid.
AccordingtotheCBI,thecan-

didatesweretakenfromJammu
toKarnalinvehiclesarrangedby
J&K Police ASI Ashok Kumar a
daybefore the examination. “In
Karnal, a tout, Bajinder Singh,
arranged a hotel where candi-
dates were handed over the
leaked question paper. One of
the arrested CRPF personnel al-
legedlyprovided the leakedpa-
per to certain candidates,” the
spokespersonhadsaid.
Results of the examination

were declared on June 4 this
year. After allegations of mal-
practice surfaced, the J&K ad-
ministration constituted an in-
quirypanel toprobethematter.
“Itwas alleged that the accused
enteredintoaconspiracyamong
officials of JKSSB, a Bengaluru-
basedprivatecompany,benefici-
ary candidates and others, and
causedgrossirregularities...”the
official said.

J&K: Nine assets of
Jamat-e-Islami sealed

Back to Village:
J&K asks officers
to follow up with
panchayat visits

J&K police hiring scam:
ASI, 4 CRPF personnel
among 7 held by CBI
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IN THEIR INTEREST
MEAJaishankar’sMoscowvisitunderlines theall-weather
natureof India-Russia relationsdespitedifferencesonUkraine

T HEMUCHWATCHEDvisitbyExternalAffairsMinisterSJaishankartoMoscow
hassignalledthatdespiteDelhi’sdisagreementwithRussia’swarinUkraine,
the longstandingfriendshipbetweenthetwosidesremains ingoodhealth.
The visit has reiterated for India, Russia is an important bilateral partner.

Delhi alsobelievesRussiahas a crucial role toplay inglobal security andstability. Itwill
participate in the “Moscow format”dialogueonAfghanistannextweek. India is clear it
will not link its relationshipwithMoscowto the“no-limits”Russia-Chinapartnership.
The two sides demonstrated a certain comfort level in their frank exchanges about

thewar, with Jaishankar repeating PrimeMinister NarendraModi’s words to Russian
PresidentVladimirPutinatSamarkand—“Thiseraisnotoneofwar”andhiscounterpart
Sergei Lavrov briefing him on the “specialmilitary operation” in Ukraine. The External
AffairsMinister’s remarks that thewar is causing “pain” in the “Global South”, and that
bothUkraine andRussiamust find an end to thiswar throughdialogue anddiplomacy
will find resonanceacross theworld. Countriesbig andsmall are suffering fromtheen-
ergyshockthatthewarhasdelivered,neutralisingtheirplansforeconomicrecoveryaf-
teracripplingpandemic.Delhi’sforcefulmessagethatitspeaksnotjustforitself istimely.
Nextmonth, Indiawill assumethepresidencyof theG20 for thecomingyear, anddeal-
ingwith theeconomic impactof thewar is likely to formasignificantpartof thegroup-
ing’sagenda. Jaishankar’sothermessagethatIndiawillsupportanyinitiativeto“de-risk”
theglobaleconomyandrestorestabilitymayhavebeenlessthanthepeacemakingpur-
pose thatwas being attributed to the visit in some sections. But hewas perhaps being
realisticaboutthelimitsofwhatDelhicando,andalsoseemedtobeplacingtheonusfor
ending thewaronthe twoparties, andEuropeandtheUS.
Bilateral issueswereamajorpartof thevisit.AsLavrovnoted,Russia-India tradehas

jumped170percentover thepreviousyear to$17billion.Mostof thiscomprisesoil im-
ports by India. Aside from the trade imbalance that this has created, Delhi has not yet
been able to convinceMoscow to accept rupee payments. Lavrov's remarks that both
sideshaddetaileddiscussionsaboutmilitaryandtechnicalco-operation including joint
productionofweaponrybelieassessmentsthatIndiaisplanningtoweanoff fromitsde-
pendenceonRussianmilitaryhardware. All thismaynotbewhat India’swesternpart-
ners, including the US, want to hear. But as the External AffairsMinister put it, if it is a
partnership thatworks to India's advantage, it is in India's interest tokeep itgoing.

SHOW ME THE MONEY
LossanddamagehasreceivedbelatednegotiationatCOP.Rich
nationsmust findtheresolve to fundvulnerablecommunities

S OFAR,THEtwomostnotabledevelopmentsat theongoingCOP-27atSharm
El-Sheikh inEgyptpertain toextremeweather events.On the first dayof the
COP,theUnitedNationsFrameworkConventiononClimateChange(UNFCCC)
agreed to include “loss anddamage”—compensating countries for climate-

induced damages — in the summit’s main agenda. A day later, UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres unveiled details of a plan to ensure that “everyone on the planet” is
warnedofhazardousweatherinthenextfiveyears.Bothdecisionswerelongoverdueand
theirabsencefromtheagendaof thepastCOPsreflectspoorlyontheUNFCCC’scommit-
ment to climate equity. Studies and reports— including those by the IPCC—have long
warned about the climate vulnerability of nations with aminuscule GHG footprint.
Inclementweather events in different parts of theworld in the past 10 years have con-
firmedtheirworst fears.
Theideaof“lossanddamage”compensationsisnearlyasoldasglobalclimatechange

negotiations. However, even as sea levels kept rising and countries were ravaged by
droughtsandfloods,climatedelegates failedtosummontheresolvetodevelopfunding
mechanisms to reduce thesufferingof communitieswhichhadsufferednature’s furies
—mitigation and adaptation occupied centrestage at the negotiations. At COP 19 in
Warsawin2013,theissuefinallyreceivedattentionafterthePhilippinesnegotiatorwept
uncontrollablywhile speakingof the typhoonthathadswepthis country thatyear. The
WarsawInternationalMechanismwassetupto“expandtheunderstanding”of thecon-
cept. But it remainedanon-starter. Therehasbeenrelativelymoreprogress indevelop-
ingwarning systems to protect people fromweather vagaries but nothing at the scale
required tomeet thechallengeathand.
Thequestiononeveryclimatechangeobserver’s lips iswherewill themoneyforthe

new items on the COP’s agenda come from. Denmark has pledged $13million, while
Scotlandhaspromised$5.7million. Thesedonotevenconstitutedrops in theocean. To
put things in perspective, flooding in Pakistan this year inflicted close to $40 billion in
damages.And,theeconomiclossfromcycloneAmphaninIndiaandBangladeshin2020
was assessed at $15 billion.With rich nations nowhere close to fulfilling their funding
commitmentsinclimatechangemitigationandadaptation,“lossanddamage”couldbe-
comeanotherpolarising issueatSharmEl-Sheikh.There’sagrowingrealisationthough
thattheissuecannotbeputoff foranotheryear.COP-27'ssuccesswilldependonhowne-
gotiators resolve this tension.

Rajni Bakshi

Advanced industrial economiesneedtomatch
rhetoricwithactiononmitigatingglobalwarming

DREAMS FOR THE FUTURE
ElaBhatt,HermanDalychallenged theprivilegingofprofitsoverwell-being

ATTHEONGOINGCOP27atSharmEl-Sheikh
inEgypt, the IPCChasmade it clear that cli-
matecatastropheisunfolding.Globalwarm-
ing has already touched 1.1 degrees Celsius
and extremeweather events are becoming
morefrequentandsevere.Thecurrentcom-
mitments and policies of different nations
will leadtoatemperatureriseof2.8degrees
bytheendofthiscentury.Thewindowofop-
portunity to restrict global warming to 1.5
degreesseemstobeclosingrapidly.Toavert
this, carbonemissionsmust comedown45
percentby2030andtouchnetzeroby2050.
Isthislikely?No,asofnow.Isitfeasible?Yes.
The G-20 countries account for over 70

per cent of global carbon emissions.What
they, especially the US and China, do in the
next fewyearswould determine the fate of
humankind— their rapid decarbonisation
wouldmakethedecisivedifference.Itwould
alsomake it easier for the rest of theworld
to follow. The US, the preeminent global
power, has critical responsibility. Its per
capitacarbonemissions,notwithstandinga
sharpandencouragingdeclinefromover20
to14.6tonnespercapita,arestill thehighest
intheworld,thattoobyawidemargin.China
isnextat8.4tonnespercapitawhileEurope
isat6.8 tonnespercapita.
The problem is that on climate change,

the US is internally divided with the
Republicansstillnotseeingtheneedfor im-
mediateaction.TheUSdidnotjointheKyoto
ProtocolandPresidentTrumptookthecoun-
tryoutof theParisAgreement(facilitatedby
BarackObama’sleadership),whichithasre-
joinedunderJoeBiden.Ittookleadershipon
climate change last year, hosting a global
summit,whichaffirmedthe1.5degreesgoal.
However, it took a year of intense effort

and compromise for Biden to get the $369-
billiondollarfundingrequiredforclimateac-
tion, far less thanwhatwas proposed, and
that too as a part of the Inflation Reduction
Act.With this, there is a possibility that the
US’sclimatecommitment for2030which it
announced last year, at COP26, may be
achieved.Buteven thatwouldbe far too lit-

tle. The USmust bring down its per capita
emissions, first tothecurrentEuropeanlev-
els and then further. The new conservative
SupremeCourt in theUShas recently ruled
thatclimateactionbytheEPA(Environment
ProtectionAgency)tomandateaprogressive
reduction in carbon emissions — which
Obamahadinitiated,andwhichwasyielding
positive results — is legally not permissible
withoutCongressional approval.
Standalonelegislationonclimatechange

does not appear feasible for the present.
Biden’s electoral campaign promise for the
US tohave a fossil fuel electricity systemby
2035 remains unfulfilled. Unless scientists,
climateactivistsandcivilsocietyworldwide
succeedinpersuadingtheRepublicanstosee
reason, there is littlehope.
China, having become the factory of the

world, emits themost. It has declared2060
astheyeartoachievenetzeroaftertheWest
pledgedcarbonneutralityby2050. Itneeds
toreachnetzeromuchearlier.Chinahasthe
capacity todo so, havingacted strategically,
and developed technologies and competi-
tivemanufacturingcapacitiesacrosstheen-
tirerangeofrenewableenergysectors,rang-
ing from solar panels to electric vehicles
(EVs)andbatteries.
Electricityisthelow-hangingfruitforde-

carbonisation.Solarandwindarethecheap-
estsourcesofelectricity.Germany,whichal-
readygets 40per cent of its electricity from
renewables,hasdecidedtohaveafossilfuel-
free electricity system by 2035. So has
California in theUS.
India has displayed commendable cli-

mate responsibility with PrimeMinister
ModiannouncingatCOP26thatby2030,the
countrywould create 500GWof fossil fuel-
freegenerationcapacityandmeethalfofour
energyneeds from renewables. The energy
crisis inEurope,withgaspriceshavingrisen
manifold, hasmade the economic case for
fastermovementtowardsrenewablesmore
compelling.Theadvancedeconomies—the
US,Europe,China, JapanandSouthKorea—
should ideally aimat achieving carbon-free

electricity systemsby2030. Thiswouldun-
doubtedly be challenging, but not beyond
the technological capacities of these
economies.Itwouldalsobeastrongantidote
totheimpendingrecessionsindifferentparts
of theworld by creating demand and jobs.
However,theinterestsof thepowerfulfossil
fuel industry in postponing this transition
wouldhave tobeovercome.
Electric vehicles (EVs) have arrived and

are gainingmarket share across theworld.
Europehasdecided to end the sale of inter-
nal combustion engine vehicles by 2035
while the UK has already set 2030 as the
deadlineforthistarget.Theincreasingshare
of renewables in the electricity systemwill
decarboniseEVtransport.
High gas prices are pushing heating sys-

tems to shift to electricity. As transport and
heatingsystemsturntoelectricity,whichgets
decarbonisedatthesametime,theemissions
reduction needed to keep global warming
closertothe1.5degreestargetcouldbecome
feasible.Thatsaid,manyindustrialprocesses
cannotrunonelectricity.Norcanairtransport
orshipping.These“hardtoabatesectors”con-
tinue to present technological challenges in
doing away with the use of fossil fuels.
Hydrogen canbe a substitute for fossil fuels.
Greenhydrogenmadefromrenewablesisone
suchsolution.Costsofthisalternativefuelare
declining.Asbreakthroughsoccur,makingin-
dustrial-scale deployment feasible for such
technologies, thepathwaytonetzerowould
begin toget clearer.A rapid transitioncanbe
promotedbyhavinglowertaxratesforgoods
whose production has low to zero carbon
emissions. A differential import duty struc-
turewould incentivise the transition in ex-
portingcountries.
Theadvancedindustrialeconomiesneed

to act now to decarbonise rapidly. Their ac-
tionsmustmatch rhetoric. That is the only
hopetorestrictglobalwarmingto1.5degrees.

Thewriter, adistinguished fellowatTERI, is
formerSecretaryDepartment forPromotion

of Industryand InternalTrade

Economic Summits, which led theway for
manysuchforumstoemerge.
HermanDalybecameatoweringfigureof

this realm by the late 1980s when he co-
founded the International Society for
EcologicalEconomics.Hewasalsoadissent-
ingvoiceinhisroleasSeniorEconomistinthe
EnvironmentDepartmentoftheWorldBank,
from1988to1994.
Essentially, Herman revolted against an

economictheocracywhich,intheearly1990s,
treatedmoral concern as “unscientific” and
stating facts as being “alarmist”. Alongwith
hisco-authorJohnCobb,Hermanrevivedthe
ancientGreekdistinctionbetweenOikonomia
andChrematistics. Oikonomia refers to pro-
duction forone’s ownuseandmanagement
of the household and related ecosystem for
thebenefitofalloveralongrun.Chrematistics
pertains tomanipulations of property and
other resources in the pursuit of short-term
monetarygains.
Daly’sworkwent on to grapplewith the

details of “economics for community” and
how this could dealwith the crippling pres-
sureof economicsystemspremisedon indi-
vidualprofitdefinedexclusivelyinmonetary
terms.Iftodaythedifferencebetweenwealth
and “well-th”, that is actual well-being, is
somewhat better known, it is because pio-
neers like Elaben andHermanworked tire-
lesslytochallengethedominantthinking.
However,we are far fromactually re-de-

signingthehumaneconomytobecomeasub-
systemofplanetearth.
Nomatter howeloquently Elaben called

for trusteeshipas“sadhan-shudhi”,purityof
meansinhowprofitsareearned, thisdidnot

shapeIndia’sCorporateSocialResponsibility
(CSR)legislation.Thus,CSRhasbeenreduced
toon-the-sidewelfareorcharity rather than
away of redefining the social and environ-
mentalresponsibilityofproductionsystems.
Elabenwanted our economic systems to be
basedon the conceptof “Anubandh”,which
she explained in a book by the samename.
Thiswasacall fortheprimaryneedsof lifeto
beproducedwithin100milesradiusofwhere
onelives—namelyfood,shelter,clothes,pri-
mary education and primary healthcare.
Anubandh, derived from the Sanskrit for to
followandbond,“encouragesustofollowthe
linksofmutualinterconnectednesstowardsa
sense of wholeness. It can lead us towards
somesurprisingtruthsabouthowourworld
is changing andwhy; and howwe are the
agentsof suchchange,”wroteElaben.
BothElabenandHermanwerefascinated

with the changes of our time— they found
globalisation and the internet exciting. So
“100-mile community” is the opposite of
harkingbacktothepastoranyparochialism.
Whether it is Elaben’s use of Anubandh or
Herman’suseof “steady-stateeconomics”—
theyenvisionedwaystoreverseenvironmen-
taldegradationinwaysthatempowerandin-
cludeeveryone.
The dream for which they lived is not

merelyformorepeopletobekindtothoseat
thebottomofapyramidbutrathertoabolish
thinkingandsystemsthatpushhumansand
ecosystemsintotheshapeofapyramid.

Bakshi is theauthorofBazaars,
ConversationsandFreedomandfounderof
theonlineplatform‘AhimsaConversations’

The energy crisis in Europe,
with gas prices having risen
manifold, has made the
economic case for faster
movement towards
renewables more compelling.
The advanced economies —
the US, Europe, China,
Japan and South Korea —
should ideally aim at
achieving carbon-free
electricity systems by 2030.
This would undoubtedly be
challenging, but not beyond
the enormous technological
capacities of these
economies.

If today the difference
between wealth and ‘well-th’,
that is actual well-being, is
somewhat better known, it is
because pioneers like Elaben
and Herman worked
tirelessly to challenge the
dominant thinking.
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WORDLYWISE
One cannot thinkwell, lovewell, sleepwell,

if one has not dinedwell.—VirginiaWoolfTHEEDITORIALPAGE

NAGALAND POLLS
THEFIRSTRESULTintheNagalandAssembly
electionswent in favour of the ruling Naga
NationalDemocraticParty.Over70percent
of Nagaland’s 5.98 lakh voters braved ex-
tremeweather conditions to exercise their
franchiseasthestatewenttothepollstoelect
its fifthLegislativeAssembly.

GUJARAT CYCLONE TOLL
THEDEATHTOLL in the cyclonic stormthat
hit Gujarat rose to 264, according to official
estimates.Ninety-fivepeoplediedinAmreli
district,84inBhavnagarand32inJunagadh.

RAVI-BEAS WATER WAR
RAJASTHAN’S CHIEFMINISTER S CMathur
declaredthathisstatewouldresisttheAkali
demandforthere-openingof theRavi-Beas
waters issue and the inclusion of the
Anupgarh and Rai Singh Nagar areas of
Rajasthan inPunjab. Therewasnoquestion
of going back upon the agreement reached
between the heads of the three involved
states and theywill not go to the Supreme
Courton this issue,headded.

VINOBA BHAVE’S FAST
PRIMEMINISTER INDIRA Gandhi met the

fasting Bhoodan leader, Acharya Vinoba
Bhave and requested him to resume taking
medicine and nourishment but he seemed
tobedeterminedto take“samadhi”.

POLAND PROTESTS
POLISH POLICE FIRED tear gas grenades to
breakupagroupof severalhundredpeople
headingfortheWarsawCityHalltoshoutsof
“Solidarity”,“FreeWalesa”and“Downwith
thejunta”. Thedemonstrations,markingthe
secondanniversaryofofficialrecognitionof
Solidarity, coincidedwith a strike call from
the independent trade federationtoprotest
theOctober lawthatbanned it.

NOVEMBER 11, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

If oneof India’s fittest cricketershasn’tgivenuphis
comfort food,whyshould lessermortals?

R CEANDGHEE—or,asyourdietappprobablydescribes them,“carbs”and
“saturated fats” — are two key ingredients in cricketer Hardik Pandya’s
favouritecomfortfood,khichdi.Thecombinationisthestuffofnightmares
forall caloriewatchersandtheirminders. So it isheartening toknowthat

oneof India’sbestcricketers,whosecareer,oneimagines,hingesonhowmuchhewor-
ships his body,makes regular offerings ofmoongdal khichdi, temperedwith spices in
ghee, to it.
Lessermortalsdo,of course,needtotakecareof theirbodiesaswell.Yet, asPandya’s

exampleshows,eatingwelldoesn’thavetoinvolvesacrificingeverythingthatoneloves.
This is a harder thing to do thanonemight imagine at a timewhen terms like “macro”,
“OMAD” and “keto” are sprinkled into every conversation like the seasoning youwere
probably asked to cut out the last time your doctormeasured your blood pressure. It’s
easyenoughtogiveupprocessedjunk,perhaps:Somethingasunbelievablydeliciousas
adoublecheeseburgerorevenplainoldfrenchfriescannotpossiblybeconsumedwith-
outpaying for it in someway(usuallya tighteningof thewaistbandoraburningsensa-
tionintheoesophagus).Givingthemupisawrench,nodoubt,but inthe interestsof liv-
ingwell, itmustbedone.
Thetroublebeginswhencomforting,nourishingfoodsthatonehasgrownuponare

put on thehit list. To eat phulkaswithout gheeor dalwithout rice, or to giveup regular
idlis fordreadfulonesmadeof “healthy” ingredients is toohighapricetopaytofit intoa
worldthatwon’tstopcountingcalories.Thetakeaway?If oneof India’s fittestathletes is
notdenyinghimself his comfort food, there’snoreasonthe restof us should.

Ajay Shankar

It’s payback time

MORE KHICHDI, PLEASE

THE PASSING away of two visionaries last
weekraisessometrickyquestionsaboutthe
future.ElabenBhattshowedinpracticehow
humaneenergieshaveaplay in themarket-
place.HermanDaly,aneconomist, createda
theoretical framework of an economics for
well-being.Both, intheirrespectivespheres,
offered crucial insights into how to address
humankind’sexistentialcrisis.
Itiseasyandcomforting,forpeopleacross

theideologicalspectrum,tocelebrateElaben
asa“socialworker”whotransformedthelives
ofmillions of women. But the future of hu-
mankind depends on addressing the chal-
lenges herwork posted for themacroeco-
nomic system. Namely, why large-scale
powerful institutions, be they government-
runorprivate,areunwillingand/orunableto
draw on the humane energies thatmade
SEWApossible.
SEWAisnotmerelyamanagerialsuccess.

It is living proof that participative, commu-
nity-based structures caneffectively engage
withthebazaar.Andthatthis“bazaar”,where
profit is ameans, can standup to “themar-
ket”,whereprofitisthepurpose.Elaben’srole
asaGandhianconstructiveworkerwasbest
knownthroughheraesthetic simplicityand
the grass roots organisations she helped to
create.Whatisnotsowell-knownisthatshe
wasalsoengagedintheongoingevolutionof
“NewEconomics”.
Neweconomics, sometimes alsoknown

as“realworldeconomics”,consistsofmulti-
plestreamsofacademicandactivistworkthat
challengetheassumptionsandsystemsboth
ofcapitalismandcommunism.Elabenwasa
participant in the early years of the Other
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“From the Capitol riot, which shocked the world, to the midterm elections, US
domestic political turmoil is still going on. People hope that the US will settle
down, and give peace back to the world.” — GLOBALTIMES,CHINATHE IDEASPAGE
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Other countries, in
particular those we often
look up to as paragons of
modernity, have realised the
journey to development very
differently. While those
countries invest in high-
quality primary health care
and primary education, we
invest in ivory towers of
'super-specialty' hospitals
and IITs. While those
countries invest in
pedestrian and bicycle-
friendly cities, we invest in
car-friendly cities which
don’t even have footpaths.

THESUPREMECOURTof India (SC)verdict
upholding the 103rd Constitutional
Amendment in Janhit Abhiyan v. Union of
India (2022)shouldberegardedasnothing
morethanatemporarylegalsetbacktothe
longtrajectoryofsocialjustice.Idonotdoubt
thatthejudgmentwillbeoverturnedonthe
groundthatithasirrevocablydentedtheba-
sic structure of our constitutional frame-
work.Nevertheless,constitutionalrepairsel-
dom is carried outwithin the confines of
courtsalone;and it is important that these
battlesareenduredacrosssocietyat large.
Thejudgmentsuffersfromseriousinfir-

mities.Firstly,theSCshouldintrospectwhy
it has taken nearly four years to dealwith
such an important issuewithwidespread
social, political and legal ramifications.
During the course of the pendency of this
case,theUnionandstateshadbegunimple-
mentingthequotaofEconomicallyWeaker
Sections (EWS), thereby embedding it
within the constitutional psyche. As such,
undoing this hadbecome increasingly dif-
ficultwiththeeffluxof time.
Someof the observations in the Janhit

Abhiyancasearoundstatementswithregard
toatimelimitforreservationsweresurpris-
ing, given these issueswere not central to
thecase itself. It is also ironic thatwhile af-
firming a reservation policy, individual
judgeshavequestionedthefutureof reser-
vation itself. Nevertheless, all such state-
mentsmustberegardedasobiterandwith-
out any binding effect on the future legal
evolutionof thecoreissues.
The judgment isoneof themostdisap-

pointing expositions of lawon the judicial
thinkingaroundreservations.Asrecentlyas
inJanuary2022,aSupremeCourtbenchled
by Justice D Y Chandrachud (Neil Aurelio
Nunesvs.UnionofIndia,2022)hadexplained
howreservationwasnotatoddswithmerit
andalsotheroleofreservationin“remedy-
ing the structural disadvantages” facedby
marginalised groups. The Janhit Abhiyan
judgment is at stark oddswith this line of
argument and instead regards reservation
asapovertyalleviationscheme.Thereinlies
themostfundamentalflawinthisjudgment
and one that goes to the roots of the basic
structureoftheConstitution.Inthelongtra-
jectoryofconstitutionalevolution,thecoun-
try haswitnessed lowpoints such asADM
Jabalpurvs.S.SShukla,whichhavebeenrec-
tifiedbylatercourts. It isnotunforeseeable
that Janhit Abhiyan judgmentwill be sub-
jecttosimilarscrutinyintheyearstocome.
Reservation is not apoverty alleviation

mechanism.Reservationwasalwaysimple-
mentedtoaddressrepresentationorthelack
thereofineducationalinstitutionsandpub-
lic employment. The Supreme Court has
failed to recognise that the 103rd
Constitutional Amendment has relied on
economic criteria to extend reservations,
something that has been expressly barred
in law. In Indra Sawhney vsUnion (1992), it
has been categorically held that in the de-

termination of backwardness, economic
conditioncanneverbethesolecriterion.The
reason for this is that income is a variable
factorandnotastructuralorsystematictool
fordiscrimination.
Ontheotherhand,casteisstructuraland

systematic discrimination andpoverty is a
consequenceofsuchdiscrimination.Various
surveyshaveconfirmedthatOBCs,SCsand
STsareover-representedintheproportionof
poor. The forwardcastegroupsare consid-
erably better off as a class or group, even if
there are poor individuals amongst them.
Therefore, thereservationhasalwaysdealt
with class poverty. By determining a class
onthebasisof economiccriteria—income
belowRs8lakhperannumofafamilyorin-
dividual—theEWSquotaexfacie infringes
theprinciplesofconstitutionalequalityand
renderstheconceptofreservation,asknown
totheIndianConstitution,virtuallyunrecog-
nisable. In short, EWS is ambiguous, arbi-
traryandalientotheestablishedprinciples
of constitutionalequality.
The DravidianMovement has an im-

pressiverecordwhenitcomestosocialjus-
tice and especially affirmative action. The
Justice Party (South Indian Liberal
Federation) introduced and implemented
theCommunalGovernmentOrderin1926,
formingthebasisforreservationpoliciesin
educationandemployment.Over thenext
10 decades, theDravidianMovement sys-
tematically extended reservations tomar-
ginalised communities. As a result, Tamil
Naduhasbeenapioneerinformulatingand
implementingreservations.
One of the earliest setbacks to affirma-

tiveactionofthethenMadrasStatewasthe
State ofMadras vs. ChampakamDorairajan
1951, wherein the Supreme Court struck
downthe1926reservationpolicy.Thiseven-
tually led to politicalmobilisation that re-
sultedinthefirstconstitutionalamendment
to includeOther Backward Classeswithin
Article 15andhasnowbecomepart of the
basicstructureoftheConstitution.Overthe
next 60 years, affirmative action policies
were successfully introduced and imple-
mentedtoalleviatethecaste-baseddiscrim-
inatory structures andage-old inequalities
thatprevailwithinsociety.Acompositeun-
derstandingofsocialjusticehashelpedfor-
mulate special provisions for women,
PersonswithDisabilities(differently-abled
persons) and transpersons to provide sub-
stantivesocietalinclusionandsocialjustice.
Ultimately,issuesgoingtotherootofour

Constitution and the core of our national
character are seldomdetermined by the
courts. Theway ahead andout of the con-
stitutional conundrumof Janhit Abhiyan
judgment lies in taking forward the Socio
EconomicandCasteCensusasanempirical
basistounderstandstructuraldisadvantages
insociety.Thoughthe103rdConstitutional
Amendmentwas enacted before the 2019
generalelection,politicalmobilisationofthe
discoursearoundreservationhasnowbeen
enabledinthelead-uptothe2024elections.
TheDravidaMunnetraKazhagamhascon-
sistentlyopposedtheconceptofEWSquota,
initspresentform,andhascalledforanall-
partymeeting inTamilNadutodiscuss the
next steps forward, in addition to commit-
ting to filinga reviewof the JanhitAbhiyan
judgment.

Thewriter isanadvocateandDMK
spokesperson.Thisarticlehas inputs from

DhileepanPakutharivu

WHEN THE PRIMEMinister inaugurated
the latest editionof theVandeBharat train
recently, Indiamadeahugeleapintothefu-
ture of mass transportation. A senior rail-
wayofficialproudlydetailedthe“superior”
features of the train, whichwould provide
passengerswithan“aircraft-like travelling
experience” (albeit, even quieter than an
aircraft, as testifiedby thePrimeMinister),
including reclining seats, automatic fire
sensors, CCTV cameras,Wi-Fiwith on-de-
mand content and more. Indeed, as one
commentatornotedbreathlessly, theVande
Bharat Expresswas a “new-age train”.
But, to the embarrassment of our rail-

way officials, this new-age train slammed
head-on into the “old-age” country on at
least two occasions in its very first week.
In literal terms, thetraincrashedintoaherd
of cows,damaging theaircraft-likenoseof
the driver coach car, and sending her (the
car, not the cows) back to the workshop.
While we can breathe a sigh of relief that
there were no human casualties, it seems
that at least onecowdiedand there is lim-
ited information about the well-being of
theothers.What I foundsurprisingwasnot
the fact that cows could bring our passage
into modernity to a screeching halt, but
that therailwayshadnotbeenpreparedfor
thiseventualitygiventhatevery Indianhas
had the experience, at least once in their
lives, of swerving their car, scooterorbicy-
cle to avert a head-on collision with a
bovine.
Onreflection,perhaps it isnotatall sur-

prising that the railways built a new-age
train but forgot to construct fencing along
the tracks topreventbovinecollisions,nor
did they hold various local governments
accountable for failing to corral the cows,
as required by law (and, in doing so, pre-
ventingmany accidents onour roads too).
After all, readers will be well aware of the
countless other occasions when the aspi-
rations of our political and elite classes to
propel India to her glorious destiny have
beenrudely interruptedbythe“real” India.
For thosewhomaynotbeasaware,here is
a list of just some of these inconvenient
truths.
Weareacountrywhichcansimultane-

ouslyboastof beinghometomedical facil-
ities which are so sophisticated that peo-
ple from other countries troop to them,
whilemostofourprimarycareclinicsdon’t
haveenoughdoctorsandwehaveamongst
theworsthealth indicatorsof anycountry.
We are a country which can be proud

ofproducingmorevaccines thananyother
and yet be home to the largest number of
unvaccinated children in theworld.
We are a country which can boast of

having so much food stored in our grana-
ries that some of it is feasted upon by ver-
minwhile tens of millions of our children
go hungry and are stunted.
We are a country which boasts the

world’s most prestigious engineering in-
stitutionswhichoffer a guaranteedvisa to
serve the US’s university and technology
corporations, while half our children are
unable to read andwrite at theminimum
level expected for their age.
Weareacountrywhereallcarsmusthave

seat-beltswheneventhemostbasicrulesof

road-safetysuchasbreakingaredlight,driv-
ing over the speed limit or down thewrong
sideof anexpresswayarenotenforced.
Weareacountrywhichboasts therich-

est sports leagues in the world while we
perform dismally at most global sporting
competitions.
We are a country where we are pio-

neering the use of technology in every as-
pect of daily life even thoughmost of our
children do not have the digital devices or
access to the internet which they needed
duringtheschoolclosures inthepandemic,
leading to a historic learning loss.
Weareacountrywherewebuildbeau-

tifulwalled residential colonies, complete
with faux-Europeannamesandswimming
pools, rightnext to a crumbling roadover-
flowing with raw sewage, mounds of
garbage andpacks of stray dogs.
Weareacountrythatbuildsultra-mod-

ern infrastructureonthebanksof ourholi-
est riversevenwhile thewaters themselves
areslowlydying fromthemost toxicpollu-
tion on the planet.
Weare a countrywhichboasts that our

economic“development”hasliftedmillions
out of poverty while theWorld Bank re-
centlyestimatedthatthenumberofpeople
living in abject poverty increased by 5.6
crorein2020,makingupastaggering80per
cent of the people from around the world
whowerepushed intopoverty that year.
“Weare like thatonly”—thus, goes the

saying that someobserversdeploy tooffer
some insight into thisdisorientinggapbe-
tween fact and fantasy, this bottomless
abilitysomeofushavetodelinkaspirations
aboutourcountry fromreality. Inmyreck-
oning, the heart of the problem is the ten-
sionbetweentwocompeting ideasof India
as an uber-modern country: On the one
hand is the idea of modernity reflected in
glamorous tokens and grandiose pro-
nouncements to impress the faithful and
thewealthywhile,ontheotherhand, is the
ideareflected inachievinguniversalaccess
to humdrum things like clean toilets, de-

cent housing, drinking water, nutritious
food, clinicswithdoctorsandschoolswith
teachers.Proponentsof the former ideasee
nodissonanceatall in the fact thatour rail-
way tracksmust simultaneouslyhostboth
super-fast trains and lumbering cows,
while proponents of the latter, who point
out the absurdness of these fantasies, are
readilysmearedascynicswhoareanti-na-
tional, in the pay of the CIA, ormost likely
Pakistani agents.
But, as one of those cynics, I feel com-

pelled to point out that other countries, in
particular those we often look up to as
paragons of modernity, have realised the
journey to development very differently.
While thosecountries invest inhigh-qual-
ityprimaryhealthcareandprimaryeduca-
tion, we invest in ivory towers of “super-
specialty” hospitals and IITs. While those
countries invest inpedestrianandbicycle-
friendly cities, we invest in car-friendly
cities, which don’t even have footpaths.
While those countries invest in compre-
hensive sanitation infrastructure, we rely
on high-profile campaigns to exhort our
people to use non-existent or broken toi-
lets.While thosecountries invest in scien-
tifically informed clean-air policies, we
pray forwindand rain to clear thepoison-
ous air enveloping much of the country.
While those countries invest in effective
enforcement of road traffic rules, our po-
licespendtheir timeroundinguppotheads
or Opposition politicians. While those
countries invest in high-quality public
transportation,weinvest inaircraftcarriers
and rockets.
But what ordinary Indians need and

want is not rocket science, which is really
unfortunatebecausewearegreatat rocket
science.Whatwe’re not so good at are the
things thatare sosimpleandbasic thatwe
overlook them.

Thewriter is The Pershing Square
Professor of Global Health at
HarvardMedical School

Setback for
social justice

US POLLS AND INDIA
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Redtide’
(IE, November 10). In India’s context,
Republicansarefarmorefavourableto
the Modi government than the
Democrats, both in Congress and
White House. The Joe Biden adminis-
tration is not happy with the Indian
government’s economic tie-ups with
Russia. In contrast,DonaldTrumphad
an intimate relationship with PM
NarendraModi.Trumphadamutually
beneficial relationshipwith India that
prioritised both countries’ interests. A
RepublicanCongresswould like to re-
structure Indo-US relations.

SanjayChopra,Mohali

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Redtide’
(IE, November 10). TheUSwas deeply
divided before the country’smidterm
elections. Now, those fissures have
widened. The Republicans appear
poisedtoreclaimtheHousewithanar-
rower majority. The Senate, mean-
while, could very well remain under
Democraticcontrol. Ineffect,thisleaves
theUSCongressinagridlockanditwill
be difficult for Joe Biden’s administra-
tion to pass major legislation.

SSPaul,Nadia

POLLUTION PROBLEM
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Ourchok-

ingcities’ (IE,November10).Risingur-
banpollutioncanbeattributedtomul-
tiplefactors—mismanagementofsolid
waste, unplanned expansion, en-
croachments upon forests and wet-
lands.Thesolutionlies incitizens’par-
ticipation. We need to promote
practices like recycling, and segrega-
tion of waste at source. Pollution
shouldalsobeestablishedasanimpor-
tantparameterforanalysingagovern-
ment’s performance — in both the
states andCentre.

AbhishekMishra,Allahabad

CLOSER TO JUSTICE
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Nirav
Modi step closer to extradition, loses
his appeal in UK court’ (IE, November
10).TheUnitedKingdomHighCourt’s
judgment isasignificantachievement
that will help the CBI in its efforts to
curb corruption and hold NiravModi
accountable. It serves as a reminder
that fugitives cannot consider them-
selves above the process merely be-
causetheyhavechangedjurisdictions.
In effect, India can start extradition
proceedings, althoughModi still en-
joyssomeimpunitygiventhepending
appeals he has in the UK and other
Europeancourts.Hopefully, he canbe
brought to justice sooner rather than
later.

KhokanDas,Kolkata

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

THEDRAMAAROUNDtheretrenchmentsat
Twitter and the recent decision byMeta to
sack11,000employeesarealmostparforthe
course.EveninIndiatechcompaniesinIndia
havedownsizedtheirworkforce.
In this context, the successfulmobilisa-

tionandresistancebyemployeesagainstthe
layingoffof2,500peopleintheeducational-
technologystartupByju’slastweek,isareason
forhopeandoptimismforthousandsofem-
ployeesworkingintheITservicesector.
Withinthreedaysoftheannouncementof

Byju’sdown-sizingplansandtheservingter-
mination notices to around150 employees,
the firmhad to shelve its initial plan of clos-
ing down its development centre in
Thiruvananthapuramandagreedtoreinstate
thosewhohadbeenmadetoleave.Thespon-
taneous collective action by someof the af-
fectedworkers,theproactiveinvolvementof
awelfare organisation for IT professionals
(Prathidhwani)andthepromptintervention
of the state government together brought
aboutasituationwheretheemployerhadto
fall in lineandadheretoextant labourlaws.
Atthisjuncture,whentheorganisationof

workersinservicesectorjobsisatanall-time
low, Byju’s story demands special attention.
It offers a model for nurturing solidarity

amongvulnerableandunprotectedemploy-
ees inthenewserviceeconomy.
By now, it iswidely understood that the

ITsectorinIndiaisabreedinggroundforpre-
carious employment. Thework is very de-
manding.With an effective blending of HR
strategies and technology-aided controls, IT
workersaremadetoworkcontinuouslytoat-
tain theirever-rising jobtargetsandproduc-
tivity standards. Employment insecurity in
termsof tenureand lackof permanencyhas
become a perennial feature of tech-based
service sector jobs. Income inequality in the
new-economy occupations is sowide that
one needs tomultiply the salary of the bot-
tom-level worker by at least a three-digit
number to arrive at a rough estimate of the
CEO’s remuneration. Barring certain perks
providedtothesehighlymobileanddispen-
sableemployees,therearefewsocialsecurity
provisions (which bind the employerwith
long-termcommitments to the repatriated
staff).
In a situationwhere all the firms are in a

continuousratracetoincreaseproductionand
cutcosts, theaxesof austeritymeasuresand
“right”-sizing invariably fall on the employ-
eesatthebaseoftheworkforcepyramid.New
developments inwork organisation such as

outsourcing,off-shoring,platformmediations
(gigwork)andsynchronisedengagementof
robots, artificial intelligenceandbigdataare
also speedingup the “race to thebottom” in
termsof labourstandards.
AstheDamocles’swordofretrenchment

hangs in the air, it is hard for theworkers to
even think about socialising inways not de-
siredbythemanagement,letaloneorganising
under labour unions. Empirical evidence
showsthatthosewhoareengagedinactivities
such as collectivisation andmobilisation of
colleaguesarepenalisedinmanywaysinclud-
ingforcedretrenchments,transfers,denialof
promotion, denial of opportunities in terms
ofvisitsabroadandskillupgradation.
Often, workers in thesemodern, tech-

savvy occupations attach amisconstrued
identity of “professionals” to themselves,
whichinteraliadetersthemfromorganising
undertheflagoftradeunions.Suchascenario
coupledwiththe“caringstyle”ofhumanre-
sourcemanagement followed innew-econ-
omy firmswill evenprompt the employees
toconsiderunionisationasanundesirableand
negativeact.Evenforthosewhoarefrustrated
withtheirworkplace,joininganotherjoband
leaving behind the extant troubles seems to
bemore feasible and practical than getting

intoorganisedcollectiveactionwithinafirm.
Therelativelyhighratesofattritionandshare
of transit/mobile labourinthesefirmsattest,
tosomeextent,tothisattitudeofemployees.
Giventhisscenario,anyspurtinworkers'

collectiveactionandresistanceisarayofhope
for the thousands of informed but insecure
employees in IT firmsandotherknowledge-
baseddigital labour.
ComingbacktotheByju’sstory,theproac-

tiveandpromptinvolvementofthestategov-
ernmentisanencouragingsign,whichneeds
tobeunderlined.Thefactthatthelabourmin-
isteranddepartmentsaswellasthechiefmin-
isterhimselfswiftlyintervenedtoprotectthe
interestsofaffectedemployeesisawelcome
signal. It creates a replicable prototype for
otherstategovernmentstoeffectivelyaddress
and intervene in similar issues concerning
vulnerable labour. Such involvement is cru-
cial in a scenariowhere the framework of
labourprotectionunderthehithertoapplica-
blelabourlawsisinastatusoflimbo,withthe
introductionofnewlabourcodes,theefficacy
ofwhichisyettobetestedontheground.

Thewriter isProfessorofDevelopmentStudies
andDean,ResearchandConsultancy,at

AmbedkarUniversityDelhi

The retrenchment that wasn’t

It’s not rocket science

ITworkers’ collectiveaction inKerala isa rare instance inservicesector

Manuraj
Shunmugasundaram

Vikram Patel

CR Sasikumar

What Indiansneedarebasics likecleantoilets,decenthousing,drinkingwater,
andnutritious food.Toobadour ideaofmodernisationdoesnot includethem

Wayoutof constitutionalconundrumof
EWSjudgment lies inholdingthe
SocioEconomicandCasteCensus

Babu PRemesh
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Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

IItt is for general information that
l,Jagat SinghChoudhary,son
of,Sh.Rati Ram,R/o.225,Khichri-
PurVillage,Delhi-
110091,declare thatmyname in
somedocuments havebeen
mentioned/writtenas Jagat
SinghChoudhary sonof ShRati
RamChoudharyand in some-
documentsnamewrittenas
Jagat Singh sonof Sh.Rati
Ram,while both thename
pertain to oneandsame
person i.e Jagat Singh
Choudhary sonof Sh. Rati Ram

0040639960-10

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasKRISHAN
KUMAR,sonof,MOOLCHAND
SHARMA,residingat,RZF-
868,LALBAHADURSHASTRI
MARG,RAJ-NAGARPART-
II,PALAM-COLONY,NEWDELHI-
110077,have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asKRISHANKUMARKAUSHIK.

0040639960-1

II,,YYAASSMMIINNEEW/OSHAMIULLAH
R/OWZ-100,2nd-FLOOR,RAM
NAGAR,TILAKNAGAR,DELHI-
110018.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOYASAMIN JAHAN.

0040639960-3

II,,VViiddhhyyaaDevi SharmaW/o
ShambhuDayal SharmaR/oM-
129,Gali No.8 Shastri,Nagar
Delhi-110052,changedmy
name toVidhyaDevi.

0040639960-5

II,,VVIICCKKYY,, S/o-
BANWARIADDRESS.TC-
1228,TRANSIT-CAMP,ANAND
PARVAT, KAROLBAGH,NEW
DELHI-110005,changedmy
name toVICKYBHATT.

0040639957-7

II,,UUmmeesshhChandS/oShijor Ram
R/oHafizpur Post
Hafizpur,Azamgarh,U.P-
276001,have changedmyname
toUmeshRam. 0040639957-9

II,,TTAAHHEERRALI S/OMDLOKMANALI
R/OG-721GALINO-12,JAITPUR
EXTNPART-
2,BADARPUR,DELHI-
44,INDIA,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAME-MDTAHERALI
PERMANENTLYFORALL
FUTURE. 0040639967-3

II,,SSuuddhhiirr KumarAggarwal s/o
RajenderKumarAggarwal R/o
A-3/177,PaschimVihar,Delhi-
110063,have changedmyname
toSudhir Aggarwal,
permanently. 0040639963-5

II,,SSaannggeeeettaaMalik,D/oRajbir
Singh,R/o 8, Pocket-7,New
MilleniumApartment, Sector-
21,Rohini,Delhi-110086,have
changedmyname toSangeeta

0040639968-2

II,,SSaallii DeviW/oNo.14563449W
ACPN/SUBBrijMohanOjha,R/o
PlotNo-544, KHNo-123,E-
Block,ShyamVihar Phase-
1,Dindarpur,Delhi-110043,have
changedmy,name toShail
Kumari devi,Videaffidavit
Dt,10/11/2022,before.Delhi.

0040639963-8

II,,SSOOMMIINNDDRRAAS/O,DAYANAND
R/O,C-76,MOHENDER
PURI,MODINAGARGHAZIABAD,
U.P.201204,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSOMENDERKUMAR
PAWAR. 0040639957-3

II,,SSAATTIISSHHKUMAR,S/oGORDHAN
RAMSHARMA,HOUSE.NO.274,
NEAR-MOTHERDAIRY,SECTOR-
55, BALLABGARH,
FARIDABAD,HARYANA
121004,changedmyname to
SATISHSHARMA. 0040639957-8

II,,SSAAMMIIUULLLLAAHHS/OMATIULLAH
R/OWZ-100,2nd-FLOOR,RAM
NAGAR,TILAKNAGAR,DELHI-
110018.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSHAMIULLAH.

0040639957-1

II,,RRaavviinnddeerr KumarMalhotra,S/0
Sh.Shadi Lal,R/0A-
38,Mansrovar-park Shahdara
Delhi-110032,want to change
mynameRavinderKumaror
RavindraMalhotra or Ravinder
Malhotra toRAVINDERKUMAR
MALHOTRA,for all,future
purposes. 0040639954-2

II,,RRaagghhaavvKumar,S/o Lal
Thakur,R/oHouse.No-A-
35,Gali.No-18D, Block-K-
1ST,SangamVihar,NewDelhi-
80,have changedmyname to
RaghavThakur,for all
purposes. 0040639960-6

II,,RRAADDHHEE SHAMS/ORAMGOBIND
RESIDENTHOUSENO-
1159,SECTOR-
15,SONIPAT,HARYANAHAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETORADHE
SHAMGARG. 0040639963-1

II,,NNaazziimmaaSheikh,D/o,Bojlur
RahmanR/o,Flat-No.6/302,
Shahjahanabad-Apartment,
Plot-1,Sector-11,Dwarka, Delhi-
110075,thatmy-father’s name
iswrongly-writtenasB inmy
10th-ClassCertificate.Butmy-
father’s correct-name isBojlur
Rahman. 0040639963-2

II,,NNIIGGAAMMS/O, SOMINDRAR/O,C-
76,MOHENDERPURI
MODINAGARGHAZIABAD
U.P,201204,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETONIGAMKUMAR
PAWAR. 0040639957-2

II,,MMoohhddTariqKhan, S/o Iftikhar
KhanR/O-H.NO.-175,Gali
No.9,Jafrabad,NewSeelampur,
Delhi-53,have changedmy
name toTariqKhan
permanently. 0040639967-2

II,,MotiramValechaS/o
DanchandR/oE-602, Raksha
Aadela, GaurCity-2, Sec-16C,
Gr.Noidahave changedmy
name toMotiramValechha

0070812020-1

I,SEEMAW/OSAT
PARKASH,R/O-106,WARD.NO-
6,PURANI BASTI SALLAGARH,
PALWAL,121102,Haryana,have
changedmyname toKANAK
LATA,FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040639957-6

II,,MMOOHHAAMMMMAADDYOSUF,S/OBIRSU
KHAN,HOUSE.NO-433,NAHAL
DISTRICTGHAZIABAD-UTTAR
PRADESH-201302,changedmy
name toMOHDYUSUF,for
all,futurePurposes.

0040639954-1

II,,MMAANNMMEEEETTGANDHID/O
DUKBHANJANSINGHGANDHI
R/OK-72,KIRTINAGAR,DELHI-
110015.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOMANMEETKAUR.

0040639968-1

II,,LLOOKKEESSHHW/O,SOMENDER
KUMARPAWARR/O,C-76,
MOHENDERPURIMODINAGAR-
GHAZIABADU.P.201204,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
LOKESHRANI PAWAR.

0040639957-4

II,,LL..AANNIITTAADEVIW/o-NO-
3203163L,Rank-L/NKASHOK
KUMARR/O-
BHAGINA,JHUNJHUNU,
RAJASTHAN-333030,have
changedmy,Name fromANITA
DEVI toANITAKUMARI
JHAJHARIA(ProposedNew
Nameof Spouse),due to
variation in husband’s service
documents.Thatmydate-of-
birth is 25/07/1985.

0040639957-5

II,,JJaayyeesshhBadlani S/o-Lal Chand
Badlani R/o Flat.no.601,
AaryamanSociety, Plot.no-
22,Sector-65,Faridabad,
Haryana-121004,have changed
myname to Jayessh
Badlaani,for all,future
Purposes. 0040639960-8

II,,JJAAMMIILL S/0-HUSENAVill-
CHILALAWALATEHTAURU-
MEWATNOH (HR)122105, have
changedmyname toHANIF.

0040639968-4

II,,HHrrpprreeeett SinghS/oManmohan
SinghR/oG-32,First Floor,Lane
No-19,Hari Nagar,NewDelhi-
110058,have changedmyname
toHarpreet Singh
permanently. 0040639968-6

II,,HHeemmaanntt Dutt,S/o Swaran
Dutt,R/oH.No.42A,NewMS-
BlockMohanGarden, Uttam
Nagar,NewDelhi-110059,have
changedmyname toHamen
Dutt Sharma,for all Purposes.

0040639968-5

II,,GGUURRTTEEJJ SINGHS/O-HARDEEP
SINGHR/OHNO.610,NEARMINI
STADIUM,NEHRU
ENCLAVE,ALIPUR,DELHI-
110036.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOGURUTEJ SINGH.

0040639963-6

II,,DDiivvyyaannsshhYadav,S/oSatyendra
Yadav, R/o.H.No.C-38, Rajpur
Khurd-Extension, Near-CNG
Pump,Chhattarpur,NewDelhi-
110068,have changedmyname
toDivyanshSingh,for all,future
purposes. 0040639963-4

II,,DDeeeeppttii Sirohi,D/oRaj Pal
Sirohi,R/o Flat.No.-1,Second-
Floor,Plot.No.-901,IE
Sahibabad,Shaktikhand-
4,Indirapuram,Ghaziabad-
201010,have changedmy
name,fromDeepti Sirohi to
Deepti Chaudhary,for all,future
purposes. 0040639963-3

II,,DDeeeeppaannsshhii,,WW//ooPravesh
Kumar,R/o 88, 1st Floor,
Pocket-27,Sector-24,Rohini,
Delhi-110085,have changedmy
name toDeepanshiGahlot

0040639968-3

II,,AAsshhookkKumar Sharma,S/O-Shri
HukamChand,R/O-BH-671,East
ShalimarBagh,Delhi-
110088,inform thatAshok
Kumar SharmaandAshok
Sharmaboth thenameare
sameperson. 0040639967-1

II,,AAaanncchhaall Bajaj,w/o,Rajat
jain,R/O,Qd-28,4th floor
pitampura,newdelhi-
110034,have changedmyname
toAanchal jain,for all future
purpose. 0040639960-2

II,,AANNIILL KUMARS/OMUNSHI RAM
S/O196,INDIRAVIHAR,NR.BBM-
DEPOT,GTB-NAGAR,DELHI-
110009.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOANILKUMARGOURI.

0040639960-4

II,, Srishti D/oAshokKumar
Singh, R/oC-306, SG
Impressions, Sector 4B,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201012have changed
myname toSrishti Singh

0070811944-1

II,, Sirajuddin S/oKamruddin, R/o
Z-16-B, DDA-Flats, New
Ranjeet-Nagar, NewDelhi-
110008, have changedmyname
toSarajuddin, for all purposes.

0040639888-1

II,, Shashi,W/OManishKumar
R/oHouseNoD1395, Prithla,
Near BaksheraChaupal,
Palwal, Pirthla(42), Palwal
Haryana- 121102. have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasShashi
Tanwar 0070811947-1

II,, Shashi PuglaW/oLateRamesh
ChandR/o 87/7, LaxmiNagar
Dhanaura, AmrohaU.P.-244235
mycorrect name is Shashi
Bala. (Aadhar no is
956283752889). Shashi Pugla
andShashi Bala bothare same
person. 0070812007-1

II,, SeemaDaveW/OSureshPal,
R/oA-41/1, GarimaGarden,
Pasonda, Ghaziabad-201005
have changedmyname to
SeemaDevi for all purposes.

0070811953-1

II,, RavindraNathGupta S/ORam
Briksh, R/oSahukol,Mirzapur,
Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh-
273016 I have changed the
nameofmyminor SonYash
RavindraNathGuptaaged
about 3Years andHeshall
hereafter be knownasYug
Gupta 0070811948-1

I,SudeshDeviW/o
No.14402153MVirender
Kumar,R/o,H/no.-3,Rao
Mohalla, Surehra,Najafgarh
Delhi-110043,have changed
my,name toSudeshYadav
Vide-affidavit.Dt-10/11/22,
before,Delhi.

0040639963-7

II,, RamSinghYadavS/OSarnam
Singh, R/o 131C,OwarHed
Tenk, FriendsColony, Etawah,
Uttar Pradesh- 206001, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasBalram
SinghYadav. 0070811949-1

II,, RAMESHKUMARKAUSHIK
(ExistingNameasper Service
Documents), S/OSHRI PURAN
MALSHARMAR/OD-16D,
STREETNO.8, RAJNAGARPART-
II, PALAMCOLONY,NEWDELHI-
110077, have changedmyname
fromRAMESHKUMARKAUSHIK
(ExistingNameasper Service
Documents) toRAMESH
KUMARSHARMA
(proposed/adoptedNew
Name) videAffidavit e-Stamp
CertificateNo.IN-
DL13252070308376U, dated
10.11.2022, at Delhi.

0040639960-9

II GoutamChandaliasN.
GowthamChandalias
GowthamChand.Nalias
N.GouthamChandaliasN.
GoutamChandS/oNemiChand
residingat 9, 2nd Floor,
NarendraMansion, AMLane,
AbovePHFabric, Chickpet,
Bangalore South, Chickpet,
Karnataka-560053, have
changedmyname toGautam
Chand 0070812005-1

II,, No- JC-356048Y (Unit 269 Engr-
Regt, ImtiyazAhmadKataria ,
S/O-AlifuDinKataria, R/O -
Chowkibal, Tehsil- Kralpora,
District-Kupwara. At the time
of admission in School by my
maternal uncle,mycost has
beenwronglymentionedas
Khan insteadof Kataria
,because fromchildhood Iwas
taking careofmymaternal
uncle.It needs
correction.Objectionsbe filled
to concernedauthorities
within Sevendays.

0020448430-1

II,, hitherto knownasSUCHITRA
TRACKROOalias SUCHITRA
KAULW/oRAJESHKAULD/o
MOHANKRISHANTRAKROO
R/o 205, 2NDFloor, CS-3 Tower,
SupertechCapeTown, Sector-
74, Noida, GautamBuddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201301,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter be knownas
SUCHITRAKAUL. 0070811987-1

II,,Moni ShankarNathS/o
HimangshuSekharNathR/o
Abaksh Lane-2, PratapBagan
Pypass, BankuraW.Bengal-
722101have changedmyname
toMonishankarNath.

0070812017-1

II,,ManishKumarValechaS/o
MotiramValechhaR/oE602,
RakshaAadela, GaurCity-2,
Sec-16C, Gr.Noida, have
changedmyname toManish
Valechha. 0070812015-1

II,, Himanshu Joshi S/oKrishna
Chandra Joshi R/oH.No-D 7/13,
First Floor, Dlf Exclusive Floors,
Dlf Phase-5, Ghata, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122003, have changed
myminor son’s name from
Vihaan Joshi aged 2 years to
Rudraa Joshi forever

0070812003-1

II,, H SNathS/oPashupati Nath,
R/oAbaksh Lane-2, Pratap
BaganByPass, Bankura,
W.Bengal-722101have
changedmyname to
HimangshuSekharNath.

0070812018-1

II,, AshokKumar S/o Late Shiv
Shankar Singh, R/oMBGali No-
5, Shakarpur Baramad,
Shakarpur, Delhi - 110092have
changedmyname toAshok
Kumar Singh. 0070811945-1

II,, AshishS/ORakesh, R/o
Birsangwas, Alwar, Rajasthan-
301407, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asAshishSevach.

0070811975-1

II,, AnoopValechaS/oMotiram
ValechhaR/oE-602, Raksha
Aadela, Sec-16C, GaurCity-2,
Gr.Noida-201306, have changed
myname toAnoopKumar
Valechha. 0070812012-1

II,, AnkurGuptaS/ORavi Gupta,
R/oD-52, GharondaApartment,
Near School, ShreshthaVihar,
AnandVihar, EastDelhi, Laxmi
Nagar, Delhi- 110092. I have
changed thenameofmyminor
SonNivaanGuptaagedabout 3
Years andHeshall hereafter be
knownasVivaanGupta.

0070811951-1

II hitherto knownasMeenakashi
Devi aliasMeenakshi Jamwal
D/OShMunshi RamW/O
PradeepChand JamwalR/O
H.No. 71, Gali No 4, A-block,
Amrit Vihar, Delhi-84 have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownas
Meenakshi Jamwal for all
purpose. 0040639946-1

II SuyogRaj Bela S/oSh. Subhash
BelaR/oN-9A/382, Lal Bagh,
Azadpur, NorthWest, Delhi-
110033declares thatmy
father’s name iswrongly
mentionedasSubhashBelaNA
inmyElectionCard
No.NCR1908051 insteadof
SubhashBela,whichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0040639875-10

II KaranS/o Jagdish, R/oRz-37,
Uggarsainpark, Ablock,
Najafgarh, NewDelhi-110043
have changedmyname from
Karan toKaranKumar for all
futurepurposes. 0070811943-1

II HemantKumar S/oDile Ram
Vaidya, R/o 357/10, BBlock,
Phase 4, AyaNagar, NewDelhi-
110047 have changedmyname
toHemantKumarVaidya

0070811966-1

I,RAMESHKUMAR,
S/O.MITTHANLALKHANNA,
ADD-D2-104,SUMMERPALMS
SECTOR- 86,FARIDABAD-
HARYANA-121002,changedmy
name toRAMESHKUMAR
KHANNA,for all,future
Purposes.

0040639960-7

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD
LLoosstt original LeaseDeedof
prop/ShopNo.40,Main
Market,Moti Nagar, New
Delhi-110015, Regn.No.6385,
Addl.BookNo.1, Vol.no.1573,
pages 32-34 dt.25-03-1966.
Finder contact Jaswant Singh
Bedi s/oBalbir SinghBedi,
Mob.No.9810260095

0040639940-1

II DrMadhuRani Teotia R/o
HouseNo. D-II/9,KakaNagar,S
BMarg,NewDelhi 110003 have
changedmyminor son’s name
fromVeeranshNarendra
Kumar toVeeransh for all
purposes. 0040639945-1

II,,SSaavviittaa SinghW/oSh.Rohit
Singh R/o-H.No.-130-B-2, OM-
3,Radheyshyam
Park,Sahibabad,Gaziabad, U.P.
have changedmyname to
Savita Bhati for all future
purposes.

PPLLOOTT FORSALEATLOWER
PAREL - 1ACRE, PART
TENANTED, SUITEDBEST FOR
GRADEA+OFFICES
DEVELOPMENT. SENDEOI:
38BLVD@GMAIL.COM

0070811492-1

Public Notice
“It is to inform to the public at large that
Mr. Chetan Kumar Sharma & Mr. Sumit
Kumar acquired First Floor, southern side
portion (Right side), without roof rights,
Property No. WZ-539-B, measuring 50.2
sq. yds, Khasra No. 94/8/1, situated at Sadh
Nagar-II, Gali No.-15-F, Palam Colony,
Village Palam, Delhi State, New Delhi vide
Sale Deed dt. 17.06.2020 executed by Mr.
Ashok Verma and Now Mr. Chetan Kumar
Sharma & Mr. Sumit Kumar are the undis-
puted owners of above said property. OR
Any person / firm / institution / company
having any claim or right in respect of the
said Property by way of inheritance, share,
sale, agreement, lease, license, gift, pos-
session, legal heirs, partners or encum-
brance howsoever or otherwise is hereby
required to intimate in writing to the
undersigned within 07 days from the date
of publication of this notice of
his/her/their share or claim, if any, with all
supporting documents at below men-
tioned address. After expiration of notice
period, the claims, if any, of such person
shall be treated null and void and also
treated as waived and not binding on our
client.

Ajay Kumar Giri, Advocate
“H.No. 26/161, Basement, Vikram Vihar,

Lajpat Nagar 4, New Delhi 110024

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform public at large that my
client Mrs. Jyoti Sharma W/o Late Anil
Kumar Sharma R/o MG-1/10,
Vikaspuri, West Delhi, Delhi-110018 is
a legal wedded wife of Late Anil Kumar
Sharma and she is not aware how and
who reflected the name of Meera
Sharma in the service record of her late
husband and it is in the best knowledge
of my client that no such person in
existence, if the said legal heir Ms.
Meera Sharma is in existence. It is
intimated that the said Meera Sharma
may approach within 15 days after
publication of this public notice.
Thereafter, it may be treated as no such
person is in existence as Meera
Sharma wife of late Anil Kumar Sharma.

Sd/-
YOGESH KUMAR

Advocate
Enrl. No. D/2784/08

Ch. No. 817-819,
Patiala House Courts,

New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to public at large on behalf
of my clients Sh. Amar Kumar S/o Shri Triloki
Pandit & Smt. Meera Kumari W/o Shri Amar
Kumar, both R/o B-13 Gali No. 5, B-Block Jai
Vihar Extension Phase-3rd Baprola West Delhi,
Delhi-110043, have severed all their relations
with their younger brother Mr. Rahul and his Wife
Sandhya due to his bad habits, bad behavior and
bad intentions. Both of my abovenamed clients
have also disowned and debarred their brother
Mr. Rahul Kumar and his Wife Sandhya, from all
their movable and immovable properties. In near
future they will have no concern with my clients in
any manner with immediate effect. Anybody
dealing with Mr. Rahul Kumar and his Wife
Sandhya will do so at his/her/their own risk and
responsibilities and my client will not be
responsible for any act, deed or dealing done by
Mr. Rahul Kumar and his Wife Sandhya.

Sd/- VIJAY KUMAR
En. No. D/7957/2020 ADVOCATE

CH. NO. 475, 2nd Floor Western Wing, Tis
Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to General Public that my
clientess Smt. Sunita W/O Shri Dharambir
Singh, House No.77/11, Satya Vihar,
Burari, Gali No. 2, Delhi-110084, have
disowned and debarred her sons Sh.
Sandeep Singhal @ Monu, his wife Smt.
Kamini Singhal their children and Hanny @
Tinku (sons from her previous husband)
from her immovable-movable properties
due to their disobedient and uncontrolled
behaviour. My clientess have severed all
relations with all of them and they have no
claim whatsoever against my clientess.
Any one dealing with them may do so at
their own risk. My clientess shall not be
responsible in any manner whatsoever.

Sd/- S.P Bansal Advocate.
Enrl.No. D4/2008

Ch. No. 229, IInd Floor,
Lawyer’s Chamber Block,

Rohini Courts Complex, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to be inform to the general public
that my clients namely, Sh. Virender
Kumar Gupta S/o Late Sh. Swarup
Chand Gupta and his wife namely,
Smt. Neeta Gupta W/o Sh. Virender
Kumar Gupta both R/o House No.
273, Tagore Park, Near: Canara
Bank, Model Town, Dr. Mukherjee
Nagar, Delhi-110009 has disowned
and disinherited their son namely,
Sh. Abhishek Gupta, his wife
namely, Smt. Chetna Gupta and
their children namely, Master Arnav
Gupta and Master Aryaman Gupta
out of their movable and immovable
properties. That my clients and their
other legal heirs have severed all
their relations from above-named
son, his wife and their children due
to their cruel-some, adamant,
indiscipline and unethical acts. That
my clients and their other legal heirs
will not be responsible for any act,
deed or dealing done by their above-
named son, his wife and their
children in future. Anyone dealing
with them will do the same at his/
her/their own risk and
responsibilities.

Sd/-
VIKASH KR. BHADANA &

ASSOCIATES
Advocates

Seat: Bar Room No. 16 at
Rohini District Court Complex,

Sec. 14, Delhi-110085

Àff½fÊªfd³fIY Àfc¨f³ff
ÀfUÊÀff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W` ¸fZSZ
¸fbUd¢I »fû ßfe Sfþ dÀfÔW SfNe ´fbÂf ßfe °f¸¶fc Sf¸f U
ßfe¸f°fe Aû¸f´fd°f ´f}e ßfe Sfþ dÀfÔW SfNe, Qû³fûÔ ´f°ff
d³fUfÀfe Oe-2, dVfU E³¢»fZU dQ¨fD Ô SûO,
³fþR ¦fPÞ, ³fBÊ dQ»»fe-110043 ³fZ d´fL»fZ »f¦f·f¦f
6 ¸fWe³fûa ÀfZ A´f³fZ ´fbÂf Qe´fI SfNe, CÀfI e ´f}e
ÀfdS°ff QZUe U C³fIZ ¶f¨¨fûa ÀfZ C³fIZ ¶fbSZ ½¹f½fWfS
U ¸fZSZ ¸fbUdæ »fûa I e C³fI e UÈð AUÀ±ff ¸fZÔ QZJ-
SZJ ³f I S³fZ IZ I fS¯f A´f³fe Àf¸fÀ°f ¨f»f-A¨f»f
Àf¸´fdØf ÀfZ ¶fZQJ»f I S dQ¹ff W`Ü ·fc°fI f»f, U°fȨ̂ ff³f
U ·fdU¿¹f ¸fZÔ B³fÀfZ ¸fZS Z ¸fbUd¢I »fûÔ I f dI Àfe ·fe
´fiI fS ÀfZ I ûBÊ Àf¸¶f³²f ³fWeÔ W`Ü ¹fdQ I ûBÊ ·fe ½¹fdö
B³fIZ Àff±f dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS I f I ûBÊ ·fe »fZ³f-QZ³f
I S°ff ¹ff SJ°ff W`, °fû CÀfIZ d»fE UW ÀU¹fÔ
dþ¸¸fZQfS Wû¦ffÜ

Sd/-
(ABHISHEK KR. KAUSHIK)

ADVOCATE
Enrl.No.D/560/2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
General publice is hereby informed that
my client i.e. Mrs. Monica Kubba W/o
Mr. Manu Mathur is owner and in the
possession of the free hold Property
bearing No. Flat No. 52-C, SFS
Scheme at Sukhdev Vihar, Pocket-A,
New Delhi-110054. In October 2022
during the serutiny of her Original
Property documents regarding the
above said property, she found that (1)
Original NOC w.r.t. Electricity and
Water Conneetion, dated 03.06.1986
and (2) Original Possession Slip w.r.t.
Handing Over/Taken Over dated
23.07.1986 issued by DDA in favour of
Mr. Jitendra Nath Kanpoor S/o Late
Sham Nath Kapoor in respect of
abovesaid property, were lost/
misplanced from her residence at B-76,
1st Floor, East of Kailash, New Delhi-
110065.
My Client has tried her level best to find
at possible places the aforesaid original
Documents, but yet not trace/allocate
and has lodged online lost complaint
vide Complaint No./LT No: 960159/
2022 dated 08.11.2022 at Delhi Police
Online Portal.
My client is declaring that neither she
has mortgaged/lien the above said
documents with any Govt./Financial
Institute nor she has taken any loan
from any financial institute against the
above said lost Original doucment, if in
future, the above said original
documents find by her, the same shall
not be misused, and will be handed
over to the intending purchaser of the
said propery.
If anybody found/trace the above said
original doucments, please intimate me
physically/ telephonically.
If anybody has any legal objection
regarding such lost doucment and
property then please make objection to
me physically/ telephonically within 15
Days.

Sd/-
BIPLAB KUMAR MUKHERJEE

Advocate
Enrl. No. D/1678/07

Office: 3657/6, Narang Colony,
Tri Nagar, Delhi-110035

J-(Civil)-12
IN THE COURT OF SH. PANKAJ GUPTA
DJ COMMERCIAL COURT -01 DWARKA

COURTS, NEW DELHI,
PUBLICATION NOTICE

DEFENDANT
(Order 5 Rule 20 of the Code of Civil

Procedure)
Suit No:
CS (COMM) : 332/2021

CANARA BANK
VS

M/S STICH IMPEX.
To,
1. M/S STICH IMPEX

THROUGH ITS PROPRIETOR
MS. DEEPIKA TRIPATHI (BORROWER)
RZ-24, FIRST FLOOR, INDRA PARK
EXTENSION UTTAM NAGAR, NEW
DELHI

......Defendant no. 1
2. MS. DEEPIKA TRIPATHI (BORROWER)

W/O SH. SANDEEP KRISHAN TRIPATHI
R/O- H. NO. 7/63, 104, RAJENDER
NAGAR, SECTOR-5, BLOCK-7,
SAHIBABAD, GHAZIABAD, U.P. 201005

......Defendant no. 2
3. SH. SATISH KRISHNA TRIPATHI

(GUARANTOR)
S/O SH. NARASINGH KRISHNA
TRIPATHI
R/O F-415, GALI NO.03, NEAR TIPIKSHA
PUBLIC SCHOOL, SABHAPUR PUSTA
ROAD, WEST KARAWAL NAGAR,
DELHI- 110094.

....Defendant no. 3

Whereas you are intentionally avoiding
services of summons. It is hereby notified that
if you shall not defend the case on the day of
30.11.2022 at 10.00 A.M. i.e. The day fixed in
the matter, it will be heard and determined ex-
parte.
Given under my hand and seal of the Court on
this 07TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2022 to be
published in English daily “INDIAN
EXPRESS” newspaper.
Note:- Defendant is informed to file WS within
a period of 30 days from the date of receipt of
summons with advance copy to the plaintiff
and filling of WS in commercial suit in 120
days period is mandatory and no extension
can be granted. COPY OF ORDER
ATTACHED.

Sd/-
Judge

Seal

PUBLIC NOTICE
“That my clients Sh. Mohammad
Saleem and Smt. Momina Khatoon W/o
Sh. Mohammad Saleem both R/o E-2,
275/A, Property No. 52-53, Kharsa No.
58, Gali No. 9, Pusta-5, Sonia Vihar,
Delhi-110094 have severed all their
relations with his son Sh. Bilal Ahmed,
resident of E-2, 275/A, Property No. 52-
53, Kharsa No. 58, Gali No. 9, Pusta-5,
Sonia Vihar, Delhi-110094 for all
purposes and intends being disobedient
and disrespectful and further disown him
from all their movable and immovable
properties and my clients are not liable
to anybody for his acts and deeds.”

Sd/- (PRANAY SHARMA)
Enrl. No. D/209/2012

Ch. No. 153A, Civil Side,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information
that I, Bhavish Kumar S/o Sh.
Narender Kumar R/o 16/839-
E, Bapa Nagar, Padam Singh
Road, Karol Bagh S.O.,
Central Delhi, Delhi-110005
declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as
Bhavish in my 12th class
marksheet, certificate and
migration certificate. The
actual name of mine is
Bhavish Kumar, which may
be amended accordingly.

PPRROOPPEERRTTYY

PPLLOOTTFFOORRSSAALLEE

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PR 281862 Lohardaga(22-23).D
Excutive Officer

Nagar parishad Lohardaga

Note:- Only e-Tenders will be accepted.
Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

Office of the NagarOffice of the Nagar Parishad, LohardagaParishad, Lohardaga
E-Procurement Notice

NIT No: RFP/LNP/09/2022-23
Corrigendum

{PR 280209 Lohardaga 22-23 (D)}
Si No. Particulars Corrigendum

1

Door to Door Collection, Transfer, Transportation Developing,
Operating and Remediation of Legesive waste integrated Municipal

Solid Waste Processing Facility, Road, Sweeping and Drain Cleaning in
Municipal areas as per SWM Rules-2016 for Lohardaga Town in

Jharkhand on a long term Design, Build Operate and Transfer (DBOT)
basis for Municipal Solid Waste with 20 years O&M.

Road Sweeping and Drain Cleaning
Omitted from RFP/LNP/09/2022-23

2
RFP/LNP/09/2022-23

Collection of User Charges (Appendix A)
Point No. 2 (K)

As Per User Bylaws for user charge
collectionGovt. of Jharkhand 2016 and

Amendement there of (Document
Uploaded)

3 RFP/LNP/09/2022-23 Volume-II Point No. 9&10 Omitted from
RFP/LNP/09/2022-23

Pre Bid Queries

1
Will Lohardaga nagar Parishad handover the Vehicles i.e E-rikshaws,
Auto Tippers, JCB, Tractor etc. (Mentioned in Appendix A, Page No.

24) to concessionaire at the beginning of the Project?
As per RFP

2 After getting the project can the concessionaire process the wet waste by
manual composting rather than constructing a factory for the same. Yes

3 For Door to Door collection of waste, Tipping fee will be applicable as
per SWM rules 2016, or there are any changes? As per RFP

4

As per RFP eligibility criteria:
Guru Ramdas Constructions (GRC) Query- 1) Please Add in D -Column
At least one infrastructure and Construction & Demolition (C & D) waste
work accepted because C & D Waste is under solid management project

as per the tender law.

As per RFP

5 Bio gas project work is also considered. As per RFP

Meghalaya Infrastructure Development Finance Corporation Ltd. (MIDFC)
Shillong, Meghalaya (India)

Corrigendum 2
No. MIDFC/Heliports/20/2022/32 Date 10-11-2022
This corrigendum is issued by MIDFC with reference to EOI Notice No. MIDFC/Heliports/
20/2022/30 titled, “Request for Expressions of Interest for the Development of Heliports
at Shillong and Tura in Meghalaya State’’.
The following provisions of Expression of Interest Document stand amended:
IMPORTANT DATES

Description Original EOI
clause

Amendments/
Extension

Further Amendments/
Extension

Date Time Date Time Date Time
Last date of submission
of EOl

25th October
2022

16:30
P.M.

14th November
2022

15:00
P.M.

21st November
2022

15:00
P.M.

M.I.P.R.NO-1282 Sd/-
Dt. 10/11/2022 Chief Operations Officer (COO), MIDFC
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RETURNSONdebtfundsandinstrumentslike
non-convertibledebentures(NCDs)areshow-
ing signs of improvement. The US Federal
Reserveraisedratesbyanother75basispoints
lastweek,andtheReserveBankofIndiaisex-
pectedtoactsimilarly.Shouldretailinvestors
park theirmoney in debt instruments and
funds for themedium term, or should they
wait forratestopeak?

Whyhasthedebtoutlookimproved?
The rise in interest rates has brightened

prospects for debt investments. SinceApril,
the RBI has frontloadedmonetary policy
tightening,witha190basispointincreasein
thereporate,230basispoint increase inthe
floor policy rate (reverse repo and standing
depositfacility)andreductioninthecoreliq-
uidity surplusbyaroundRs7 lakhcrore.
Theyieldonthebenchmark10-yeargov-

ernment bonds has gone up by 101 basis
pointsto7.34percentoverthelastyear.The
bondmarket is pricing for a terminal repo
rate of 6.5 per cent as theRBI is expected to
continueitswaroninflation(whichtouched
7.4percent inSeptember).
“Webelievethepeakofthecentralbanks’

hawkishness is nowbehindus. It is timewe
spotemergingopportunitiesinthebondmar-
ket.After the recent sell-off, bondvaluations
have improved. Currently, 3-5-year govern-
mentbondsaretradingatayieldof7.30-7.45
per cent. This ismore than 140 basis points
abovethereporateof 5.9percent. The long-
termaverageofthisspreadinatighteningin-
terestrateenvironmentisaround80-90basis

points,” Pankaj Pathak, FundManager-Fixed
Income,QuantumMutualFund,said.

Whatoptionsdoinvestorshave?
Several: NCDs, debt mutual funds,

Treasury Bills, and government securities.
Consideringtheduration-accrualbalance,the
3-5-yearsegmentremainsthebestbetascore
portfolioallocation.However,valuationatthe
longerendbondshavealsoturnedattractive.
RBIhasallowedretailinvestorstoinvestin

governmentsecuritiesthroughtheRBIDirect
platform.Theyieldon364-dayTreasuryBills
is now6.9535 per cent, and 5-year govern-
mentstockcarriesacouponof7.38percent.
In comparison, SBI’s one-year FD has an in-
terest rateof6.10percentonly.Theeffective
yieldonNCDshascrossed10percent in the
caseofpapersofferedbyseveralcompanies.

Shouldthey lookatdebt funds?
As fixed income yields have improved

significantlyandarelikelytorisefurther,one
can look at funds with maturities up to 3

years, which invest in high-quality papers
likegovernmentbonds,PSUandbankbonds,
andhighestqualitycorporatebonds.
“We suggest investors with a 2-3-year

holdingperiodshouldconsideraddingtheir
allocationtodynamicbondfundstobenefit
fromhigheryieldsonmedium-tolong-term
bonds.Dynamicbondfundshavetheflexibil-
itytochangetheportfoliopositioningasper
evolving market conditions. This makes
them better for long-term investors in a
volatilemacroenvironment,”Pathaksaid.
Rahul Goswami, CIO-Fixed Income at

ICICIPrudentialMutualFund,said:“Floating
ratefundsandlow-maturityfundsarelikely
tobesoundinvestmentsinthisevolvingsce-
nario. Any liquidity injectionmeasures by
RBIshouldbenefit theshortendof theyield
curve. Overall, the short end of the yield
curveisattractivelypriced,givinggoodcarry
overovernightrates.Theriskisclearlymore
onthehigherduration/maturitysegments.”
Headdedthatinvestorscanlookatthedy-

namic bond fund category. “The fundman-

agerhastheflexibilitytomanagedurationbe-
tween1to10years.Basedoninterestratesce-
nario,theschemeinvestsbetweencorporate
bonds andG-Secs. In effect, the schemehas
the ability to generate reasonable returns in
allkindsofmarketscenarios,”Goswamisaid.
Investorscanalsolookatcreditriskfunds.

WhileYTMs(yieldtomaturity)ofhighgrade
funds, which are predominantly AAA cate-
gory, are close to 7.7 to 7.75per cent, that of
credit risk funds is8.5-9percent.As further
tighteningofratesandliquiditymayimpact
rates on that front as well, fundmanagers
feel that going forward, an investor can get
much higher YTM on credit risk funds.
However,onlyinvestorswhounderstandthe
riskof credit fundsshould invest in them.
Giltfundshavenocreditriskorriskofde-

fault,butareimpactedbyinterestratemove-
ments. On the other hand, ultra-short-term
fundsprimarilyinvestinliquidfixedincome
securities,whichhaveshort-termmaturities.
A Morningstar report said Target

MaturityFundswhichinvest inhighquality

PSU, governmentbondswithmaturity ona
certaindate,arepopularnow.“Thereason...is
approximatereturnexpectedisknownatthe
time of investment, if one holds on till ma-
turity (closureof the fund),” it said.

Whataretheprosandcons?
While long-term capital gains for debt

funds are realised after a 3-year holdingpe-
riod,thereareindexationbenefits.Debtfunds
offering7-8percentormoreamideconomic
uncertainty offer a good opportunity for all
investors.Theyarerelativelysafecomparedto
equities, especiallywhenthereare fearsof a
recession inseveraldevelopedmarkets.
Investors, however, need to understand

thatwhile funds investing ingovernmentse-
curitiesorAAAratedpapersofprivatecompa-
nies are safe, there are risks associatedwith
debt investmentswhen it comes to funds in-
vesting in lowratedproducts, as the compa-
niesmaydefaultoninterestpaymentsoreven
capitalifatougheconomicenvironmenthurts
theirbusiness.

EXPLAINED YOURMONEY

GeorgeMathew&
Sandeep Singh

Interest rates rising, is it time to invest in debt instruments now?

INHISfirstvisittoMoscowsincetheRussian
invasionofUkraine,ExternalAffairsMinister
SJaishankarconveyedthatIndia“stronglyad-
vocatesareturntodialogueanddiplomacy”
andisonthesideof“peace,respectforinter-
nationallawandsupportfortheUNCharter”.
ThishasbeenIndia’sstancesincethebe-

ginning of thewar that has upended global
order and is now threatening to push the
worldtowardsrecession.However,theIndian
positionarticulatedbyJaishankarhadanew
element—hepositionedIndia’srequestfrom
thevantagepointof the“GlobalSouth”.
The Global South refers to the develop-

ing and less developed countries in Latin
America,Asia,AfricaandOceania.Jaishankar
said this region is “feeling the pain acutely”
due to food, fertiliserand fuel shortages.
“As PrimeMinister Modi conveyed to

PresidentPutin inSamarkandinSeptember,
this isnotaneraofwar.Theglobaleconomy
issimplytoointer-dependentforasignificant
conflict anywhere not to havemajor conse-
quences elsewhere.Weare seeinga conflict
that is coming on top of severe stresses cre-
atedbytwoyearsofCovid.TheGlobalSouth,
especially, is feeling this pain very acutely.
India,therefore,stronglyadvocatesareturnto
dialogue and diplomacy.We are clearly on
thesideofpeace,respectforinternationallaw
andsupport for theUNCharter,”hesaid.
Jaishankar’s Russian counterpart Sergey

Lavrovdidnotaddresstheissue,butappreci-
atedIndia’spositionontheUkrainesituation.
FromNewDelhi’spointofview,ithasonce

againconveyeditsdisapprovaloftheRussian
invasion of Ukraine, without condemning
Russianactionsexplicitly.India’spositionthat
therespect for sovereigntyandterritorial in-
tegrityof states isanessentialelementof the
international order has been perceived as a
euphemism for New Delhi conveying to
Moscowthatithasviolatedthesebasicnorms.
IndianofficialspointoutthatthoughNew

DelhihasabstainedatUNvotes, it isdifferent
fromChinaandothercountriesthatabstained
— it has taken a clear position on respect for
theUNCharterandinternationalorder.
As India has walked the diplomatic

tightrope in the last eightmonths,many in
SouthBlockbelieve ithasgainedcredibility

on both sides by not parroting the talking
pointsof either.

An Indianmediating role?
This has led to a perception that India is

positioningitselfasaneutralplayerthatcan
mediatebetweenthe twowarringsides.
The fact that PrimeMinister Narendra

Modihashadatleastfivephoneconversations
with President Vladimir Putin and at least
three phone callswith Ukraine’s President
VolodymyrZelenskyy is indicationthatNew
Delhihascommunicationchannelswithboth
sides.ModihasalsospokenwithUSPresident
JoeBiden,GermanChancellorOlafScholz,and
FrenchPresidentEmmanuelMacron.
Mexico had suggested thatModi, Pope

Francis and UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterresmediate theRussia-Ukraine crisis,
but there has been no progress on the pro-
posal.Guterreshas,however,reachedoutto
India forhelp indefusing thecrisis.
In September this year, Jaishankar dis-

closedthatIndiahad“weighedin”withRussia
ongrainshipmentfromportsintheBlackSea.
Taking questions with US Secretary of

StateAntonyBlinkenbyhis side, Jaishankar
said,“Iremaininveryactivetouchwithalot
ofmycolleagues. Justasanexample,during
thegrain shipmentdiscussions in theBlack
Sea. At that time, we had been approached
toweighinwithRussiaataparticularlydel-
icatemoment,whichwedid,”hesaid.
Jaishankar had also said that, “I had a

meetingwiththePrimeMinisterofUkraine.
Hedidmentionsomeveryspecificconcerns...
theythoughtwecouldbeof someuse. Ihad,
on a different set of issues, discussionswith

theUNSecretaryGeneral... So it’snotneces-
sarilytheoverarchingpeace…buteveninthe
current scenario, other issueswhichwecan
solveor insomewaymitigateorameliorate.
Idon’t thinkIcanbetoospecific.”
Indiaisconcernedovertherisingoilprice

amid the Russia-Ukraine conflict, which is
“breakingourback,” Jaishankar said.
InMoscow this week, he again offered

helpwith issues including food grains and
fertilisershipments,andsupportforanyini-
tiative thatde-risks theglobaleconomy.

Four questions to consider
ForIndiatobeamediator, fourkeyques-

tionsneedtobeanswered.
■ First is the bandwidth. India needs to

haveanunderstandingofthedynamicswithin
RussiaandUkraine,andRussiaandtheEuro-
peanplayers, includingRussia’s neighbours
Moldova, Finland, andPoland. The dynamic
betweenUkraineandEuropeanpartnersalso
hastobeunderstoodwell.And,ofcourse,what
Russiawants in the end, andwhat are the
sharedinterestsofNATO,EuropeandtheUS.

■Secondwill be the question of experi-
enceinnegotiatingamidaglobalcrisis.Indian
diplomatshaveeffectivelynegotiatedinbilat-
eralandmultilateralformats,butnegotiating
in a crisis is a different question. In the early
1950s,Indiahadplayedarolethroughoutthe
KoreanWar,proposingthecreationofacom-
mission to facilitate the repatriation of pris-
oners. Despite initial resistance fromChina
andRussia,India’sresolutionwasacceptedin
December1952attheUNGeneralAssembly,
and the Neutral Nations Repatriation
CommitteewassetupwithIndiaatthehelm.

Inrecentdecades,Indiahassoughttome-
diateinaffairscloserhome,buthasburntits
fingers—likeinSriLankawhenitwasgoing
throughacivilwar.

■Thethirdquestionwillbetherisk-tak-
ingabilityoftheIndianestablishment.While
NewDelhi has been audacious about risky
manoeuvresinitsimmediateregion,suchas
thesurgicalstrikesinPakistanandMyanmar,
insertingitself intoageopoliticalcrisisof this
magnitude is very different. Especially in a
situationwhere,asabrokerofpeace,thereis
noguaranteeof awin.

■ Fourth is the question of credibility,
which India feels it has gained bywalking
the tightrope. But some in theWest may
view India as closer to Russia. Also, both
Ukraine and Russia have to agree to Delhi
having thecredibility tobe themediator.

A crucial bilateral relationship
Indiahasmade it clear that Jaishankar’s

visitwas a bilateral affair.While theminis-
tergaveoutafull listofpossibledeliverables
intheIndia-Russiacontext—nuclear,space,
defence, energy, connectivity, Afghanistan,
terrorism,Iran,amongothers—hewasmost
articulateontheissueofenergy.Facedwith
criticismforbuyingRussianoilatdiscounted
prices,hemadeitclearthatIndiawouldcon-
tinue todoso tocater to theneedsof its cit-
izens.
WhatJaishankardidnotarticulateisthat

Indiahasstrategicstakesindefencetieswith
Russia.AndthatacloserRussia-Chinastrate-
gic embrace is detrimental to India’s inter-
ests, given theUS-China rivalry.
AsformerforeignsecretaryVijayGokhale

saysinanewbook,StrategicChallenges:India
in2030,“Indiamightbecomeafrontlinestate
in the 21st century rivalry between China
and America, in amanner similar to what
westernEuropefacedduringtheeraofSoviet
Americancompetition.”
In this context, India needsMoscow to

keepitsdefencesuppliesgoingstronglywith
India, and not share sensitive technologies
withChina.
National Security Advisory Board chair-

man PS Raghavan, a former Indian ambas-
sadortoRussia,saysinthesamebook,“Putin
has said thatRussiadoesnot transfer toany
other country the military technologies
sharedwith India. This is an assurance that
Indiamustconstantlyverifyinrespectof the
weaponry and technologies that Moscow
suppliestoBeijing,asalsothenatureof their
intelligence-sharingarrangements.”
With 60,000 troops in a border standoff

along the India-China border, this is a rele-
vant bilateral ask from India’s strategic
perspective.
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STARTINGWEDNESDAY, satellite TV chan-
nelsinIndiaarerequiredtobroadcastatleast
30minutes of content daily on “themes of
nationalimportanceandofsocialrelevance”.
This is part of the ‘Guidelines forUplinking
and Downlinking of Satellite Television
Channels in India, 2022’, whichwere ap-
provedbytheUnionCabinetonSeptember
28, the Ministry of Information and
BroadcastingsaidinanorderonWednesday.
“Thenewguidelineshavebeenamended

afteragapof11years,andanumberofsteps
havebeentakenforeaseofdoingbusiness,as
therearemorethan870channelsoperating
inthecountrynow.Basedonourexperience,
these guidelines have been amended,” the

Ministrysaidinastatement.

What is therequirement forpublic
servicebroadcasting?
It is obligatoryunder theguidelines for

allTVchannels, includingprivatechannels,
to “undertake public service broadcasting
for aminimumperiod of 30minutes in a
dayonthemesofnational importanceand
of social relevance”.
Whiletheguidelinesarealreadyinforce,

Ministry officials said the channelswill be
given some time to conceptualise andcre-
atesuchcontent.TheMinistrywillsoonis-
sueaspecificadvisoryonthedateitcomes
intoeffect,andonthetimeslotsforthetele-
castof this content, theofficials said.

What is therationalebehindthis?
The government has argued that since

“airwaves/frequenciesarepublicproperty”
they“needtobeusedinthebestinterestof
the society”. Representatives of several
broadcasters, speaking on condition of
anonymity,however,pointedoutthatwhile
airwavesmaybepublicproperty, theyhad
paid hefty fees for their use—anybinding
guidelinesthatadverselyimpacttheircom-
mercialinterestsmaynot,therefore,befair.

What is thedefinitionofnational
interest for thispurpose?
The guidelines have identified eight

“themesof national importanceandof so-
cial relevance”: “education and spread of
literacy;agricultureandruraldevelopment;
healthandfamilywelfare;scienceandtech-
nology;welfare of women;welfare of the
weaker sections of the society; protection
of environment and of cultural heritage;

andnational integration”.

Howwillcompliancebeensured?
Once the guidelines are implemented,

theMinistrywillmonitor the channels for
the broadcast of this content. In case non-
compliance is observed in theMinistry’s
view, an explanation will be sought. If a
channel continues to be non-compliant,
more steps can be taken based on specific
advisories thatwill be issued from time to
time, andonacase-to-casebasis.
“TheCentralGovernmentmay,fromtime

to time, issue general advisory to the chan-
nels fortelecastof content innational inter-
est, and the channel shall complywith the
same,”theguidelinessay.

Isanyoneexemptfromthisobligation?
Theconditionappliestoallchannels,ex-

ceptthosespecificallyexempted.“Thechan-
nelsmay...appropriatelymodulatetheircon-
tent to fulfil theobligation...exceptwhere it
may not be feasible, such as in the case of
sportschannels,etc,” theguidelinessay.
Officials said the exemptionmay also

applytowildlifechannelsandforeignchan-
nels, besides live telecasts in the case of
sports channels.

Whatelsedotheguidelinessay?
Theguidelines spana rangeof subjects

includinguplinking anddownlinking, hir-
ing andpurchase of broadcast equipment,
changes innameand logo, etc.
Thepolicymandates that channelsup-

linking in frequency bands other than C-
bandmustencrypttheirsignals.Uplinking
anddownlinking“shallbesubjecttoclear-
anceandapprovalbytheMinistryofHome

Affairs,andwhereverconsiderednecessary,
of otherauthorities”.
Thenewguidelinesallowanewsagency

to get permission for five years instead of
the current one year. The penalty clauses
havebeenrationalised,andseparatesetsof
penaltieshavebeenproposedfordifferent
typesof contraventionsasagainst theuni-
formpenalty that is applicablecurrently.
ThenewpolicyeasescomplianceforTV

channelsinvariousareas.Broadcastcompa-
nieswillbeallowedtouplink foreignchan-
nelsfromIndianteleports,whichwouldcre-
ate employment opportunities andmake
Indiaateleporthubforothercountries,offi-
cialssaid.Singaporeisconsideredthehubof
teleportuplinking,butafter thenewguide-
lines come into effect, foreign channels are
expected to showgreater interest in using
Indianteleports, theofficialssaid.
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Content in national interest:What newTVbroadcast guidelines say

EXPLAINED DIPLOMACY, FOREIGN POLICY,STRATEGY

India and the war in Ukraine
Givenitsuniquepositionandinternationalrelationships,could IndiabeamediatorbetweenRussiaand
Ukraine?AsthewardragsonandNewDelhiweighs itsoptions,whatarethekeyquestionstoconsider?

ForeignMinistersS JaishankarandSergeyLavrov inMoscowonTuesday.AP

Shubhajit Roy

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BHOPAL,NOVEMBER10

TWOCHEETAHS in KunoNational Park,
FreddieandElton,madetheirsecondsuc-
cessful kill onWednesday, killing a chee-
tal(spotteddeer),forestofficialssaid.They
madetheir firstkillonSunday,within24
hoursofbeingreleasedfromquarantine.

Why this is significant
Theanimalshavetravelledalongway

toKuno,fromNamibia.Cheetahskillonce
every two-three days, and the normal
hunting behaviour of Freddie and Elton
showstheyareadaptingwell and theRs
96-crore cheetah reintroductionproject
seemsontheright track.
“It is encouraging to learn about the

‘rockstars’,FreddieandElton,successfully
huntinganotherspotteddeerwithinfive
daysoftheirreleasefromquarantine.This
proves theyare in thebest of health and
agilityconditions,evenafterthemanda-
tory quarantine period,” said Chief
WildlifeWarden JSChauhan.

Whyquarantine
After the cheetahs reached India on

September17,theywerekeptinquaran-
tinebomas (enclosures)topreventthem
catching infections from other animals,
Here, theywere fedbuffalomeat.
The animals are being released into a

larger enclosure in a staggeredmanner,

withbrothersFreddieandEltonbeingthe
first.Thenextwillbeanothermale,Obaan,
likelyinaweek’stime,saidforestofficials.
Theother fivecheetahsareSasha, Siyaya,
Savannah, Tbilisi, and Asha, who was
namedbyPrimeMinisterNarendraModi.

What next
After the cheetahshavebeen judged

well-adapted to the larger enclosures,
theywill be released into the748-sqkm
KunoNationalPark.Whiletheenclosure
has a high prey base, it does not have
other largepredators. In fact, its11.7-km
peripheral fence is electrified to keep
otheranimalsaway.Cheetahsareknown
to coexistwith leopards inNamibia, but
the enclosures have been kept free of
leopards tomake the guest animals feel
safe in theirnewhabitat.
Once the cheetahsmove to the na-

tional park, “they will have to survive
with150-odd leopards”, anofficial said.

Other sites to get cheetahs
Theambitiousreintroductionproject

aims toestablishacheetahmetapopula-
tion in Indianearly75yearsafter the last
ofthisanimalwaskilledin1947.Afterthe
eightanimalsfromNamibia,theCentreis
in the process of getting another 12 cats
fromSouthAfrica.Inviewofthis,Madhya
Pradesh forest officials are nowmaking
efforts to accommodate cheetahs in
Nauradehi forest sanctuary inSagar and
GandhiSagarSanctuary inMandsaur.

FreddieandEltonareamongtheeightcheetahsbrought toMadhya
Pradesh’sKunoNationalPark fromNamibia. Twitter/@narendramodi

‘Rockstars’ Freddie, Elton kill
again: Why this is good news
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USA
TROPICALSTORMNICOLESWEEPSFLORIDA
TropicalStormNicolesentmultiplehomestoppling intotheAtlanticOceanThursdayand
threatenedarowofhighrisecondominiumsinplaceswhereHurricaneIanwashedaway
seawallsandotherremainingprotectionsonlyweeksago.Nicolecoverednearlytheentire
stateofFloridawhilealsoreaching into Georgia and Carolinas before dawn on Thursday.

IRAN

ActorAlidoosti
backsprotests
Dubai: Top Iranian actor
Taraneh Alidoosti has
postedapictureof herself
on Instagram without a
headscarf to express sup-
port for nationwide anti-
government demonstra-
tions,anothersignthatthe
protestmovement isgain-
ing support fromall layers
of society. Best-known for
herrolein"TheSalesman",
which won an Academy
Award in2017, thepro-re-
formartistheldupasignin
the Instagrampostwhich
read "Woman, Life,
Freedom"inKurdish,apop-
ular slogan in thedemon-
strations. Meanwhile, A
woman arrested on
ThursdaybyIran'ssecurity
forces has been formally
chargedwithcommunicat-
ingwith and transmitting
information to a London-
based television broad-
caster. REUTERS

Alidoostiposeswith
herhairuncoveredas
asignofprotest.Reuters

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

CHINA

BaoTong,
prominent liberal
voice,diesat90
Beijing:BaoTong,aleading
voiceforpoliticalreformin
the Chinese Communist
Partywhowaspurgedaf-
ter the bloody 1989
TiananmenSquare crack-
down, has died at age90.
SonBaoPusaidinatweet
thathisfatherpassedaway
peacefullyonWednesday.
Bao had been living in a
Beijingsuburbundertight
police supervision. Bao
Tong joined Communist
Party as an underground
memberprior to its 1949
seizure of power under
Mao Zedong, and rose to
be a top aide to former
CommunistPartygeneral
secretaryZhaoZiyang.AP

UK

Sikhmilitary
staffgetspecial
prayerbook
London:A specially de-
signedwaterproof prayer
book filledwith “tactical”
hymns and prayers has
been launched in London
for British Sikhs to carry
with themondutyandto
thebattlefield.TheNitnem
GutkaSahib,asthecollec-
tion is known, ismadeof
durablematerial with a
camouflage design and
was inspiredbyimagesof
troops in the trenches of
theFirstWorldWar.Itwas
launchedandhandedover
tomilitary personnel re-
centlyatCentralGurdwara
KhalsaJathainShepherds
BushinwestLondon.“This
is not new, but a reintro-
ductionof a tradition last
seen over 100 years ago,
during WWI,” said the
DefenceSikhNetworkUK,
behindtheproject. PTI

AMITABHSINHA
SHARMEL-SHEIKH, NOV10

GLOBALCARBONdioxideemis-
sions is expected to continue to

risethisyearaswell, furthernar-
rowingdownthewindowofop-
portunity to keep the tempera-
tures from rising beyond 1.5
degreeCelsius, a newreport re-
leasedattheclimatemeetingon
Thursdaysaid.
Atcurrenttrends,therewasat

leasta50percentchancethatthe
1.5 degree Celsius temperature
targetwouldbe exceeded in the
nextnineyears,theGlobalCarbon
Project, which comes up with
country level estimates of CO2
emissions every year during the
climate conference, said. CO2 is

themostcommonamongthesix
majorgreenhousegasemissions
thatarecausingglobalwarming.
The total carbon dioxide

emissions,excludingthosefrom
landusechangesanddeforesta-
tion, are likely tobearound36.6
billiontonnes,aboutonepercent
higherthanthepreviousyear,the
report said. CO2 released from
landuse changes likedeforesta-
tionwould likely contribute an-
other3.9billiontonnes, it said.
Amongmajoremitters, India

is estimated to see the biggest
riseinitsCO2emissions,about6

percentfromlastyear.Emissions
are expected to decrease by
about oneper cent inChina, the
world’s largest emitter, and the
European Union which, as a
group is the third biggest emit-
ter. But the United States, the
world’ssecondbiggestemitterit
isprojectedtoincreaseby1.5per
cent, thereportsaid.
“In India, the emissions in

2022…aredrivenmostlybya5
per cent increase in coal emis-
sions. Emissions fromoil are up
sharply,with a projected rise of
10 per cent. Projections from

natural gas are projected to de-
cline 4 per cent but contribute
little to thetotalchangeasgas is
asmallpartof theenergymixin
India,” a statement from the
GlobalCarbonProject said.
Global CO2 emissions had

dropped significantly in 2020,
compared to the previous year,
due to the Covid19 pandemic,
and had shown amarginal in-
creaselastyear.Thisyear’semis-
sionsare likely togobeyondthe
2019 levels, the report said.
TheIntergovernmentalPanel

onClimate Change, in its report

released earlier this year, had
saidthatglobalemissions(of all
greenhousegasescombined,not
justCO2)needed topeakby the
year2025if theworldhadtore-
tain any realistic chances of
keepingtheriseintemperatures
below1.5degreeCelsius.
Acoupleofmonthslater, the

World Meteorological
Organisationthattherewasa50
per cent chance that the global
temperatureswould temporar-
ily gobeyond1.5degreeCelsius
frompre-industrialtimeswithin
thenext fiveyears.

CO2 IS MOST COMMON AMONG SIX MAJOR GREENHOUSE GAS CAUSING GLOBAL WARMING

With CO2 emission likely to rise, 1.5°C target getting tougher, finds report

Protesters,wearingwhite insupportofpoliticalprisonersas
wellashumanrightsdefenders inSharmel-Sheikh.AP
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ASSOCIATEDPRESS
JAKARTA,NOVEMBER10

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putinwill not attend the Group
of 20 summit in Indonesia next
week, an Indonesian govern-
ment official said Thursday,
avoiding a possible confronta-
tion with the US and its allies
overhiswar inUkraine.
LuhutBinsarPandjaitan, the

chiefofsupportforG-20events,
saidPutin’sdecisionnottocome
was“thebest forall of us.”
The summit would have

been the first time Biden and
Putinweretogetheratagather-
ing since Russia invaded
Ukraine. “It has been officially
informedthatRussia’sPresident
Vladimir Putin will not attend
the G-20 summit, and will be
representedbyahigh-leveloffi-
cial,andthishasbeendiscussed
by President JokoWidodo and

Putininprevioustelephonecon-
versations,” Pandjaitan said af-
termeeting security officials in
Denpasar, thecapitalof Bali.
“Whatever happens with

Russia’s decision, it is for our
common good and the best for
all of us,” addedPandjaitan.
Pandjaitandidnotknowwhy

Putindecidednottocomebutsaid
“maybe it’s because President
Putinisbusyathome,andwealso
have to respect that.” Russian
Foreign Ministry and Kremlin
spokespersonDmitryPeskovcon-
firmedlaterThursdaythatLavrov
will head Russia’s delegation at
theG-20summitinsteadofPutin.
Hedidnotgiveareason.

Moscowdid
notgiveany
reasonfor
Putin
staying
away

SupportersofPakistanTerhreek-e-Insafprotest in
WazirabadonThursday.AP

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
ISLAMABAD,NOVEMBER10

IMRANKHANhas said his rela-
tionswithPakistan’sArmychief
General Qamar Javed Bajwa
nosedivedafterdifferencesarose
over the appointment of the
Punjab province chief minister,
amediareportsaidonThursday.
The 70-year-old former

cricketer-turned-politician,who
is recovering from injuries sus-
tained during an assassination
bidlastweek,hasannouncedre-
sumption of the longmarch on
Tuesday, but later his party, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
changed the decision and
rescheduled it forThursday.
Tens of thousands of sup-

porters of Khan's Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on
Thursdaygatheredat the site in
Wazirabad in Punjab province
whereanassassinationattempt
wasmade on the former prime
minister. Addressing his sup-
portersviaavideo,Khanalleged
that the “plan” to assassinate
him was made in September.
“This incident (…) no, this
planned assassination attempt
… Iwant to clear that this plan
was made in September," he
claimed. "On September 24, I
saidinapublicrallythatthisplan
wasformedandtheywillblame
a religious fanatic [for it].” Khan
saidthepeoplewhowantedhim
dead had planned to pin his
murderona“religious fanatic”.
On Bjawa, Khan said, “I al-

waysimaginedthat,becausethe
Army is sopowerful andorgan-
ised, when I would try to bring
rule of law in the country, they
would play an important part,”
Khansaidintheinterviewtothe
Dawn newspaper.When asked
when it all began to go wrong

between him and Pakistan's
powerful Army, Khan said his
government's failure to convict
thosewhomhe alleged of cor-
ruption was the first sign. The
second, he said, was the choice
of Punjabchiefminister.

London,Islamabad:Pakistan
PrimeMinister Shehbaz
Sharif has met his elder
brother and PML-N
supremoNawaz Sharif in
London, apparently todis-
cuss the appointment of
the newArmy chief later
thismonth, according to a
mediareportonThursday.
Shehbaz took a detour to
theBritishcapital fromthe
COP27climate conference
inEgypttovisitNawaz ona
"private visit via a private
flight", theDawnnewspa-
perreported. PTI

SHEHBAZMEETS
NAWAZ TOCONSULT
ONARMYCHIEF PICK

Islamabad:Pakistanijour-
nalist Arshad Sharif, who
was killed in Kenya, was
brutallytorturedforhours
beforebeingshot,amedia
report said on Thursday.
The Express Tribune re-
portedthatDunyaTVhost
KamranShahid inhis talk
show claimed that Sharif
wasshotatcloserange.He
further claimed that the
slain journalist's finger-
nailswere pulled out and
his fingers and ribs were
brokenduringtorture.PTI

‘JOURNALIST KILLED IN
KENYAWASTORTURED’

Ties with Bajwa
strained after Punjab
polls, says Imran as
party resumes march

REUTERS&AP
KABUL,NOVEMBER10

AFGHANWOMENwerestopped
fromenteringamusementparks
inKabulonWednesdayafterthe
Taliban’smoralityministry said
there would be restrictions on
women being able to access
publicparks.
On Thursday, womenwere

bannedfromusinggymstoo,an
official inKabulsaidThursday.A
spokesperson for theMinistry
forthePropagationofVirtueand
Prevention of Vice confirmed
thatwomenwouldberestricted
fromaccessingparkswhen,but
did not respond to requests to
provide furtherdetails.
A spokesman from the

Ministry of Virtue andVice said
the ban was being introduced

because people were ignoring
gender segregation orders and
that womenwere not wearing
therequiredheadscarf, orhijab.
Thegrouphas“trieditsbest”

overthepast15monthstoavoid
closing parks and gyms for
women, ordering separate days
of theweekformaleandfemale
access or imposing gender seg-
regation,hesaid.
“But, unfortunately, the or-

ders were not obeyed and the
ruleswereviolated, andwehad
to close parks and gyms for
women,” saidMohajer.
“Inmostcases,wehaveseen

bothmen andwomen together
in parks and, unfortunately, the
hijab was not observed. So we
hadtocomeupwithanotherde-
cision and for nowwe ordered
all parks and gyms to be closed
forwomen.”

REUTERS
NOVEMBER10

FIVE DOZEN work from Paul
Cezanne,VincentvanGoghand
other revered artists brought in
$1.5billiononWednesdayatan
auctionofpartof thevastcollec-
tion of paintings and sculpture
amassed by late Microsoft co-
founderPaulAllen.
The total represented the

highestamountevercollectedat
asingleartauction,accordingto
the auction house, Christie's in
NewYork. Proceedswill be do-
natedtophilanthropiccausesin
accordancewith thewishes of
Allen,whodied in2018
Several of thewinning bids

smashedpreviousrecordsforin-
dividual artists andmany ex-
ceededtheexpectedsalesprices
estimatedbyChristie's.
Among the priciest works

sold was Pointillist pioneer
Georges Seurat's Les Poseuses,
Ensemble (Petite version), an
1888 oil on canvas depicting
threenudewomen.
It fetched $149.2million in-

cludingfees,arecordforaSeurat
piece. Cezanne's "LaMontagne
Sainte-Victoire", a colorful
landscape painted from 1888-
1890, sold for $137.8 million,
another record. And a Gustav
Klimt 1903 painting, "Birch
Forest," set the highmark for a
Klimt work, selling for $104.6
million.

Paul Allen’s art
collection hauls
in record $1.5 bn
at auction

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WASHINGTON,NOVEMBER10

PRESIDENTJOEBidenwillmeet
Monday with President Xi
Jinping on the sidelines of next
week’s Group of 20 Summit in
Bali, Indonesia, a face-to-face
meeting that comes amid in-
creasinglystrainedUS-Chinare-
lations, the White House an-
nouncedThursday.
It will be the first in-person

meetingbetweenthe leadersof
the world’s two biggest
economies since Biden became
President in January 2021 and
comes weeks after Xi was
awardedanorm-breakingthird,
five-year term as the Chinese
CommunistParty leaderduring
theparty’snational congress.
WhiteHousePressSecretary

Karine Jean-Pierre said in a
statementtheleaderswillmeet
to “discuss efforts to maintain
and deepen lines of communi-
cation between” the two coun-
tries and to “responsibly man-
age competition and work
together where our interests
align, especially on transna-

tional challenges that affect the
internationalcommunity.”
BidenonWednesdaytoldre-

porters that he intended to dis-
cuss with Xi growing tensions
between Washington and
Beijingovertheself-ruledisland
of Taiwan, trade policies,
Beijing’srelationshipwithRussia
and more. What I want to do
withhimwhenwetalkislayout
what each of our red lines are
and understand what he be-

lievestobeinthecriticalnational
interests of China, what I know
tobe the critical interests of the
UnitedStates,”Bidensaid.
Asenioradministrationoffi-

cial sought to downplay expec-
tations for themeeting , telling
reportersonThursdaythatthere
wasnojointcommuniqueorde-
liverables anticipated from the
sit-down.Rather,theofficialsaid,
Bidenaimedtobuilda“floor for
the relationship.”

Putin to skip summit,
Lavrov to lead team

AmidRussia, Taiwan tension, Xi and
Biden tomeet at G-20onMonday

RUSSIABEGINSPULLOUT: Russiasaiditstroopsbeganpulling
outofastrategicUkrainiancityonThursday.Ukrainian
officialsacknowledgedMoscow’sforceshadnochoicebutto
fleebutstoppedshortofdeclaringvictoryinKherson.Reuters

FIRST IN-PERSONMEETINGSINCEBIDENTOOKCHARGE

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
NOVEMBER10

ELONMUSKhasemailedTwitter
employees, most working re-
motely,orderingthemtoreturn
to the office immediately for at
least40hoursaweekandwarn-
ingof “difficult timesahead.”
A pair of Wednesday night

missives seenby TheAPmarked
Musk’s first companywidemes-
sage toemployeeswhosurvived
lastweek’smass layoffs. Many
havehadtorelyonthebillionaire
TeslaCEO’spublictweetsforclues
aboutTwitter’sfuture.
“Sorry that this is my first

emailtothewholecompany,but
there isnoway to sugarcoat the
message,” wroteMusk, before

hedescribedadireeconomiccli-
mate forbusinesses likeTwitter
that rely almost entirely on ad-
vertising tomakemoney.
“Withoutsignificantsubscrip-

tion revenue, there is a good
chanceTwitterwillnotsurvivethe
upcomingeconomicdownturn,”
Musksaid.“Weneedroughlyhalf
ofourrevenuetobesubscription.”
Musk toldemployees “theprior-
ity over thepast 10days”was to
developandlaunchTwitter’snew
subscription service for $7.99 a
monththat includesabluecheck
mark next to the name of paid
members—themarkwasprevi-
ouslyonlyforverifiedaccounts.An
executive lastweek said Twitter
was cutting roughly 50% of its
workforce,whichnumbered7,500
earlierthisyear.

Washington: Itwassupposedto
be a red wave that former
President Donald Trump could
triumphantly ride to the
Republican nomination as he
prepares to launch another
WhiteHouse run. Indeed, some
allies were calling on Trump to
delay his planned announce-
ment next week, saying the
party’s full focus needs to be on
Georgia, where Trump-backed
footballgreatHerschelWalker’s
efforttounseatDemocraticSen.
RaphaelWarnock isheadedtoa
runoffthatcoulddeterminecon-
trolof theSenateonceagain.
“I’ll be advising him that he

move his announcement until
after the Georgia runoff,” said
former Trump adviser Jason
Miller. “Georgia needs to be the
focusof everyRepublican in the
country rightnow,”hesaid.
Trump sought to use the

midterms as an opportunity to
provehisenduringpoliticalinflu-
enceafterlosingtheWhiteHouse
in2020.Heendorsedmore than
330 candidates in races up and
down theballot, often elevating
inexperiencedanddeeplyflawed
candidates.Hereveledintheirpri-
maryvictories.Butmanyof their
positions,were out of stepwith
thepoliticalmainstream. AP

Trump urged to
delay Nov 15
announcement

THENEWYORKTIMES
WASHINGTON,NOVEMBER10

CONTROLOF Congress rests on
a knife’s edge, with dozens of
HouseandSenate races still un-
resolvedandthousandsofvotes
left tocount.
Two days after the election,

HouseRepublicans,stillstungby
a disappointing midterm per-
formance, had won or were
leadingintheracesfor221seats
— just threemore than needed
to retake the 435-member
chamber,accordingtovotesthat
have been tallied by The AP.
Democrats hadwon orwere in
theleadfor214seats.Morethan

30raceswerestilluncalledasof
middayThursday,andcouldstill
shift. But Democrats were left
withonlyanarrowchanceofre-
tainingcontrolofthechamber—
an outcome even party opera-
tivesprivatelysawasalongshot.
Bothpartieswerewithinreach

ofcontrollingtheSenate,currently
split 50-50,with races inArizona
andNevadastilluncalledandthe
contest inGeorgia headed for a
runoffonDecember6.
Democrats picked up a cru-

cial Senate seat in Pennsylvania
with the victory of Lt. Gov. John
Fetterman,butneededtowinat
least twoof the still-unresolved
races to preserve their 50-seat
majority, with Vice President

KamalaHarrisasthetiebreaking
vote. Republicans needed to
claimtwoto takecontrol.
Six seats flipped from

DemocratictoRepublicaninNew
YorkandFloridaalone.Asmatter-
ingofotherpickups,fromVirginia
andTennesseetoWisconsinand
Iowa,haveincreasedthosetotals.
ButDemocratshavescoredown
victories,grabbingseatsinNorth
Carolina,MichiganandOhio.
Strategistsfrombothparties

werealsocloselywatchingsome
key races inwhich their candi-
dateswere trailing,but theybe-
lieved outstanding votes could
flip the race, including for
Representative David Trone, a
MarylandDemocrat.

Ballots for theUSmidtermcountedatanelectioncentre inPhoenix,Arizona.Reuters

GOP nudges closer to House
win; Senate hinges on runoff

Musk scraps work from
home policy at Twitter

Taliban ban women from amusement parks and gyms

Afghanwomenstand
outsideanamusementpark
inKabulonThursday.AP
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FINALCALLPENDING;GSTCOUNCILMEETAWAITED

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER10

THEMINISTERIALpanel formed
for casinos, race courses andon-
linegamingundertheGoodsand
ServicesTax(GST)regimeislikely
to fall back on the initial report
presentedbeforetheGSTCouncil
in June.Officials awareabout the
panel’sdeliberationssaidthatno
major change is expected in the
earlier submitted report and the
inputsfromthediscussionsofthe
officials andGroupofMinisters
(GoM)heldafterJunearelikelyto
be incorporated as additional
commentsinthereport.
“Itisunlikelythattherewillbe

anymajorchange.Thecommittee
maygoback to the first report it-
self,” theofficial said. Though the
discussionshavecentredondefin-
ing game of skill and game of
chance,anotheremergingviewis
thatthetaxauthoritiescouldpos-

sibly lookatdefininggamingasa
serviceratherthanthepresentsta-
tusofitbeinganactionableclaim.
“Taxauthorities should try to

focuson the taxationaspect of it
andnot define it as restrictive or
prohibitive,which is relevant to
bettingandgambling.Thedefini-
tionofonlinegamingasanaction-
ableclaimshouldberevisitedby
exercisingpowerunderSection7
of CGST Act. Then it can be de-
clared as a service like construc-
tionwhich is a service and then
levy whatever rate is to be
charged.”“Fromtaxationpointof
view,whetheritisbettingorgame
ofskill,taxprescriptionshouldnot
bebasedonachanceoutcomeor
a skill outcome.One rate should
belevied,whetheritis18percent
or28percentpluscess,oritcould
be levied on gross gaming rev-
enue, so that should be a policy
call. But it’s time thedebateover
gameof chance or gameof skill
getsover,otherwisenoclaritywill

emerge,” a person aware about
thediscussionssaid.
Theeight-memberministerial

panel,headedbyMeghalayaChief
MinisterConradSangma,hadear-
lier submitted a report to the
Councilwhichwas takenup for
discussion in the Junemeeting.
The GoMhad recommended a
uniformrateof28percentoncasi-
nos,racecoursesandonlinegam-
ingwithnodistinctionbasedon
whether an activity is a gameof
skill of chanceorboth. Forvalua-
tion in case of casinos, theGoM
hadsuggestedthatGSTbeapplied
at28percentonfull facevalueof
the chips/coins purchased from
casinobyaplayer and that once

GST is levied on purchase of
chips/coins(facevalue),nofurther
GSTwouldapplyon thevalueof
betsplaced ineach roundof bet-
ting including thoseplayedwith
winnings of previous rounds. It
alsosuggested28percentGSTon
servicesbywayofaccess/entryto
casinosonpaymentofconsidera-
tion/entryfeewhichcompulsorily
includespriceofoneormoresup-
pliessuchasfood,beveragesetc.
In its twomeetings held in

May this year, theGoMheld the
“generalviewthattheseactivities
becauseof their nature andneg-
ativeexternalitiesshouldbelevied
ahigherincidenceoftax”andthat
these activities involve “financial
risk andare addictive”. After the
47thGSTCouncilmeetingheldin
June,theGoMwasgivena15-day
extensionwith concerns raised
primarilybyonestate—Goa.After
the meeting, Union Finance
MinisterNirmalaSitharamanhad
thensaidthatevenastheChairof

the GoM, Meghalaya Chief
Minister Conrad Sangma, pre-
sented his report, he requested
thattheMinisterofGoa(Mauvin
Godinho, Goa’s Minister for
Transport, Industries and
PanchayatsRajandGoa’sMember
ofGSTCouncil)willplacehisview
beforetheCouncilandnotjustthe
GoM. The GoMhad lastmet in
September, wherein divergent
viewsemergedregardingtheval-
uationmechanism for casinos,
horseracingandgaming.
TheCouncilwhichwasearlier

scheduled tohold its48thmeet-
ing in August has notmet since
June. The final reports by several
GoMs are awaited. Though the
GoMonGoods andServices Tax
AppellateTribunalhasfinalisedits
recommendations, theGoMon
rate rationalisation has not fi-
naliseditsreport.ThenextCouncil
meeting is now likely to beheld
aftertheupcomingstateelections
ofHimachalPradeshandGujarat.

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER10

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Thursdayrefusedinterimreliefto
ICICI Bank’s former CEOChanda
Kochhar in her suit against her
formeremployer,seekingentitle-
ments and retirement benefits.
Kochharhadsoughtspecificper-
formance commitments and
contractualobligations fromher
formeremployer relatedtoben-
efitsduetohersinceherearlyre-
tirement from the bank on
October4,2018.
Asingle-judgebenchofJustice

RIChaglaheldthatKochhar’ster-
minationwasvalid.“Primafacie,I
findthattherevocationoftheearly
retirementacceptanceisvalidand
donot find, given the facts in the
presentcase,anymeritinthecon-
tentiononbehalf ofKochharthat
oncethereiscessationofemployer
andemployee relationship, then
acceptance of early retirement
cannot be revoked.” The bench
noted that the ICICIBankdidnot
havecompleteknowledgeof the
various facts including thenon-

disclosures by Kochhar, which
were learnt upon receipt of en-
quiryreportofJustice(retired)BN
Srikrishna,thereforethebankwas
justifiedinrevokingacceptanceof
earlyretirementthroughcommu-
nicationof January30,2019.
The judge dismissed her in-

terim application stating
“Kochhar did not come to court
with clean hands.” The Indian
ExpresshadreportedonMarch29,
2018, that VideoconGrouppro-
moterVenugopalDhoothadpro-
vided crores to a firmhehad set
upwithChandaKochhar’sspouse
Deepak Kochhar and two rela-
tives, sixmonths after the group
gotRs3,250 crore as a loan from
ICICI Bank in2012. InDecember
2017, theCBIregisteredaprelim-
inaryenquiryintothesanctioning
of theloan. Fullreport

onwww.indianexpress.com

Mumbai:Theaggregateindebted-
ness of states, asmeasured by
debttogrossstatedomesticprod-
uct(GSDP),islikelytoremainele-
vatedat30-31percentinFY2023,
saysaCrisilreport.
Theindebtednessofstateshad

risen to adecadal highof 34per
centinfiscal2021beforecoolinga
tadtoaround31.5percent inthe
fiscal endedMarch31, 2022. The
ratingagency’sstudyofthetop18
states,which account for 90per
cent of the aggregate GSDP,
showedthatstatesborrowmainly
tofunddeficitsontherevenueac-
countandincurcapitaloutlays.
“Sticky revenue expenditure

and the need for higher capital
outlays, alongwithmodest rev-
enue growth,will keepborrow-
ingsupthisfiscal,”thereportsaid.
However, the Centre’s an-

nouncementinthelastbudgetto
providespecialassistanceofRs1
lakh crore to all states for capital
spending will provide some
respite. It further said any slow-
downineconomicactivitycould
negatively impactGSDPgrowth
anditsestimates. ENS

States’
indebtedness
to remain
elevated in
FY23: Crisil

‘FMCG slowdown: Rural sales
volume falls in Sept quarter’
India’s FMCG industry
continued towitness
consumption slowdown in the
September quarter, with rural
markets registering a higher
decline in volumes compared
to the threemonths ended
June, as per a NielsenIQ report

Source:NielsenIQ/PTI

0.9%TheFMCGindustry
witnessedanoverall

volumedeclineincomparisonto
theprecedingthreemonths

3.6%Ruralmarkets
recordedavolume

declineincomparisontoadecline
of2.4%intheJunequarter

1.2%Urbanmarketsrecordedan
increaseinvolumes

8.9%Sectorcontinuedtohavea
price-ledgrowthintopline

Asingle-judgebenchof
JusticeRIChaglaheld
thatKochhar’s
terminationwasvalid

Officialsawareabout
thepanel’sdeliberations
saidthatnomajor
changeisexpected

Bombay HC
refuses interim
relief to Kochhar

Why Tata Motors plans
to delist from NYSE?

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER10

AFTERWITNESSINGasignificant
riseinSeptember,thenetinflows
intoequitymutualfundsdropped
33percenttoRs9,390.35crorein
October 2022, according to the
data released byAssociation of
Mutual Funds in India (AMFI) on
Thursday.Thetotalinflowsintoeq-
uityschemesjumped130percent
toRs14,099.73croreinSeptember
as compared to inflows of Rs
6,119.58croreinAugust.
DuringOctober, themonthly

contribution into systematic in-
vestment plan reached all-time
highof Rs 13,040.64 crore com-
paredtoRs12,976.34croreinpre-
viousmonth. “Markets continue
to react to the global factors and
domesticratehikes.However,MF
investors have shown resilience
andcontinuetoinvestinSIPs,with
consistentcontributionmonthon
month,”saidNSVenkatesh,chief
executive,AMFI.
ThenumberofSIPaccountsin-

creased to5.93 crore inOctober
compared to 5.83 crore in

September.NewSIPregisteredin
themonthwas19,72,984, AMFI
said.Thenetassetundermanage-
ment (AUM)of themutual fund
industryincreasedtoRs39.5lakh
crore compared toRs38.42 lakh
crore in September. Themutual
fund industrysawanet inflowof
Rs14,046.98croreinOctobercom-
paredtoanoutflowofRs41,404.3
crore.Debtorientedmutual fund
schemes saw an outflow of Rs
2,817.79crorecomparedtoanout-
flowRs 65,372.40 crore seen in
September,thedatashowed.
Inflowsinliquidfundwereto

the tune of Rs 19,084.60 crore.
While investors pulled out Rs
1,145.28crorefromultrashortdu-
ration fund, the outflow from
moneymarketfundwas1,996.32
crore during themonth.Hybrid
schemeswitnessedanoutflowof
Rs2,819.39 crore. Thenet inflow
in gold exchange traded funds
stood at Rs 147.39 crorewas Rs
330.24crore.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER10

THERESERVEBankof India (RBI)
hashighlightedseverallacunaein
theworkingofmunicipal corpo-
rations,statingthattherehasbeen
no appreciable improvement in
their functioningdespite institu-
tionalisationofthestructureoflo-
calgovernanceinIndia.

“Theavailabilityandqualityof
essentialservicesforurbanpopu-
lations in Indiahas consequently
remainedpoor,” theRBI said ina
reportonmunicipalfinances.
“Mostmunicipalitiesonlypre-

parebudgets and reviewactuals
againstbudgetedplansbutdonot
use their audited financial state-
ments forbalancesheetandcash
flowmanagement,resultinginsig-
nificantinefficiencies,”itsaid.The

RBIsaidcorporationsshouldadopt
soundaccountingpracticeswith
proper monitoring of various
items. Central andState govern-
mentsfinancetheirdeficitsprima-
rilythroughmarketborrowings—
StatesandUTsfinancearound85
per cent and theCentre finances
around61per centof their gross
fiscaldeficit throughmarketbor-
rowings,itsaid. Fullreport

onwww.indianexpress.com

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER10

TATAMOTORShassaiditplansto
delist its AmericanDepositary
Shares fromtheNewYorkStock
Exchange (NYSE) after January
2023and terminate its
ADS programme. The
companysaid ithasno-
tified the NYSE on
Wednesdayof its intent
to voluntarily delist its
ADS, each representing
itsfiveordinaryshares.

Whythemove?
In a filing to exchanges, the

companysaidsincetheADSwere
issuedin2004, ithaswitnesseda
considerable increase in liquidity
andforeignshareholderparticipa-
tionintheequitystockmarketsin
India. “The companyhas further

consideredtheconsistentdropin
thenumberof ADSsoutstanding
asapercentageof itsoutstanding
ordinaryshares.Therefore,thera-
tionaleforADSlistingintheUnited
States has significantly dimin-
ished,”asperthefiling.

Howdoesthishelp?
Thiswill help sim-

plify the company’s fi-
nancial reporting re-
quirementsandreduce
administrative costs.
Upon delisting of its
ADSs,itwillconcentrate

tradingof itsequitysharesonthe
BSE and the National Stock
Exchange.“Thecompanyintends
to file a Form 25 with the US
Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) onor around
January13,2023todelistitsADSs
fromtheNYSE,”itsaid. Fullreport

onwww.indianexpress.com

Equity MF inflows
fall 33% in October

Significant inefficiencies: RBI
report on municipal corporations

Monthlycontribution
intoSIPatall-timehigh

GSTpanelononlinegaming likely
toproposeearlier formulaon rates

BRIEFLY
Taxdevolution
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
onThursdayreleasedtwoin-
stalmentsof taxdevolution
tostatestotallingoverRs1.16
lakhcroretohelpaccelerate
their capital expenditure.
Currently, 41 per cent of
taxescollectedbytheCentre
isdevolvedin14instalments
amongstatesinafiscalyear.

CBICnorms
New Delhi: The CBIC on
Thursday issuedguidelines
forverificationofGSTtransi-
tionalcreditclaimsandsaid
taxpayerswillnotbepermit-
tedtofilerevisedreturnsfor
availingsuchcredit.

GSTevasion
NewDelhi:GST authorities
havedetectedGST fraudof
Rs55,575croreoverthelast
twoyearsandarrestedover
700personsforcausingloss
totheexchequer,anofficial
saidonThursday.

AdaniPower
NewDelhi:AdaniPowersaid
thatithasinkedapacttosell
100percentstakeinSupport
PropertiesPrivateLtd(SPPL)
toAdaniConnexPrivate Ltd
(ACX)atanenterprisevalue
ofRs1,556.5crore.

SAT,Wadias
New Delhi: In a relief to
BombayDyeinganditspro-
motersNusli NWadia and
his sons, the Securities
AppellateTribunal stayeda
Sebiorderthatbannedthem
fromthe securitiesmarket
fortwoyears. PTI

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,NOVEMBER10

US CONSUMERprices rose less
thanexpected inOctober, push-
ing the annual increase below8
percent forthefirst timeineight
months, signs that inflationwas
slowing,whichwould allow the
Federal Reserve to scale back its
heftyinterestratehikes.
But the fight against inflation

isfarfromwon.Areportfromthe
Labor Department showed the

initialclaimsforstateunemploy-
mentbenefitsrose7,000toasea-
sonally adjusted225,000 for the
weekendedNovember5.
Nevertheless, the rare good

newson inflation sparkeda rally

onWall Street. At 12:18p.m. ET,
theDowJonesIndustrialAverage
wasup959.59points,or2.95per
cent, at 33,473.53, the S&P 500
wasup172.53points, or 4.6 per
cent, at 3,921.10, and theNasdaq
Compositewasup631.19points,
or6.1percent,at10,984.36.
Theconsumerpriceindexrose

0.4 per cent last month after
climbing by the samemargin in
September. In the 12 months
throughOctober, theCPI rose7.7
per cent after rising 8.2 per cent
onthesamebasisinSeptember.

■ Inthe12months
throughOctober, the
CPI increased7.7%after
rising8.2%onthesame
basis inSeptember

OVER 12MONTHS

US inflation eases to 7.7%

New Delhi
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As the fraternity of Veer Bihari's assemble for the XIV

Reunion, we pay homage to our gallant colleagues who

made the supreme sacrifice for the safety of the country

and the honour of the regiment.

(Lt Col H U S Gaur, AC) (Lt Col S S Rana, AC) (Maj

Sandeep Unnikrishnan, AC), (Capt G S Suri,MVC),

(Col B Santosh Babu, MVC)(Hav Rudal Prasad Singh,

KC), (Nk Vishwa Kerketta, KC), (Sep Gauri Shankar Sah,

KC), (Sep Rahul, KC), (Maj Ashok Anand,VrC), (Maj H S

Grewal, VrC), (Maj M Sarvanan, VrC), (Sub Ghama

Oraon,VrC), (Nb Sub Nudu Ram Soren, VrC), (Nk/NA

Deepak Singh,VrC)(Nk Ganesh Pd Yadav, VrC), (Sep J B Kiro, VrC), (Sep

Manoj Kr Singh, VrC), (Capt TarunKumar,SC)(Sub Ram DhariTiwari,SC),

(Hav ChandramaSingh,SC), (Hav B K Shukla,SC), (L/Hav Sri Dhoro Majhi,

SC), (L/Hav TheophilTiru,SC), (L/Nk PanchdeoTiwari,SC),(L/NK Sanjay

Kumar Singh,SC), (L/Nk KamtaPandey,SC),(Sep Deep Narayan

Singh,SC),

(Sep Durga CharanOraon,SC), (Sep Badal Hasda,SC),(Sep Shailesh

Kumar Singh,SC), (Swr Dhiraj Singh, SC), (Swr Sultan Singh,SC)

and

Sub Shyam Bahadur Singh,KC, Sep Gorakh Nath Singh,KC, Capt G S

Grewal,SC, 2/Lt Shailesh Kumar,SC, Nk JidanBage,SC, Maj N S

Shakhtawat,SM, Maj R C Nair,SM, 2/Lt RavitejSingh,SM , Sub Anthony

Horo,SM , Sub Rajesh Xaxa,SM, RisHaripalDatta,SM, Hav

BudhuwaHoro,SM, Hav Ranjit Kumar,SM, Hav Ratan Kr Singh,SM, Hav

Birsa Oraon,SM, Hav Ramesh Pd Singh,SM, Hav Sunil Kumar,SM, Nk

Bikram Tudu,SM, Nk Vijay Kumar,SM, Nk BandiBhagat,SM, L/Nk

SepahiRam,SM, L/Nk BidyanandSingh,SM, Sep Shankar Hembrom,SC,

Sep SalukaBanra,SM, Sep PabhudhanHembrom,SM, Sep

YadunathPrasad,SM, Sep Surjit Singh,SM, Sep Parmod Kumar Singh,SM,

Sep S S P Gupta,SM, Sep N S K Kavaji,SM, Sep HardeoPasad,SM, Sep

Ashutosh Kr Singh,SM, Sep DilipBesra,SM, Sep BikramaSingh,SM, Sep

GomajiNiharima,SM, Sep Balram Dhruv,SM, Sep ChitranjanSingh,SM, Sep

David Ravindra Minj,SM, Sep DisneshGoswami,SM, Sep Ganesh

Ram,SM, Sep Rajesh Orang,SM, Sep Aman Kumar,SM, Sep Chandan

Kumar, SM, Sep C K Pradhan,SM, Sep Ganesh Hansda, SM, Sep Kundan

Kumar Ojha,SM, Sep Kundan Kumar,SM

AND all the Veer Biharis who laid down their live for the country without

seeking recognition.

You faced the enemy in every conflict which the country has faced and

brought honour at "AKHAURA,"(1971) and "BATALIK" (1999). More recently,

you showed your mettle at the famous engagements at Uri and Galwan.

We are proud that we had the opportunity to serve with you, the finest soldiers

of our country. You lived up to the Regiment's motto of "Karm Hi Dharm". Your

hallowed names stand engraved on The Bihar Regiment War Memorial and

your gallantry and selfless sacrifice will be remembered for posterity.

The Bihar Regiment Association
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TRACTION INSTALLATION DIRECTORATE
Open E-Tender Notice

For and on behalf of President of India, The Traction Installation Directorate of
RDSO, Lucknow invites open E-Tender (online) for the following work:-

Details of above E-Tender is available on web site. (www.ireps.gov.in). Tenderers
can submit their bids from 01.12.2022 to 15.12.2022 up-to 15.00 hrs. Only E-bid
shall be accepted against above tender, Cost of tender document will be paid
through online payment mode as available on IREPS portal only. No other mode of
payment is acceptable. In case any technical difficulty, help desk of CRIS/New Delhi
may be approached. The telephone numbers are:- 011-24105180, 24102855,
23370704, 23370703.

Sd/-
(Jitendra Kumar)

Director/TI-III
For Director General

RDSO, Lucknow.

E-Tender
Notice

No.

Name of work Approx.
Cost of

Work (Rs.)

Earnest
Money
(Rs.)

Cost of
Tender

Document
Rs.

Completion
Period

Date &
Time of
closing

RDSO-TI-
PSI-SIMU-
2022-01

Simulation for Power
Supply indicating
adequacy of the
existing power
supply system for
design speed 220
kmph and operation
of trains at 200kmph
for a representative
section of 200 route
km of Delhi-Howrah
rail route

5074000.00 101500.00 00.00 03 Months 15/12/2022
15:00 hrs

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, MINISTRY OF RAILWAY
RESEARCH DESIGNS & STANDARDS ORGANISATION,

Manak Nagar, Lucknow-226011.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
COMMERCE & TRANSPORT (TRANSPORT) DEPARTMENT

REQUEST FOR QUOTATION

Selection of Airline(s) to have a direct flight between Bhubaneswar to
International destinations like Dubai, Singapore & Bangkok

Government of Odisha desires to have direct international flight from Biju Patnaik
International Airport, Bhubaneswar to foreign soil and is looking for interested scheduled
air service carriers to start its air service operations. To begin with international flight from
Bhubaneswar to international destinations like Dubai, Singapore & Bangkok with three
flights a week preferably on alternate days including the weekends.

Eligible and interested scheduled Airline operators may download the Request for
Quotation (RFQ) document which contains the details of the requirement from the
following website of Government of Odisha and submit their offer,

https://tendersodisha.gov.in/nicgep/app & https://ct.odisha.gov.in/tenders.

Proposals complete in all respect should reach the undersigned latest by 05:00 PM on
28.11.2022. Bids received after the above deadline shall be summarily rejected. The
authority reserves the right to reject any or all the proposals without assigning any
reason thereof.

J-9

Sd/-
Additional Secretary to Govt.

Commerce & Transport (Transport) Department
Government of Odisha

OIPR-38001/11/0008/2223

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F, ³F¦FSX ´FFdÕXIY d³F¦F¸F, IYûSX¶FF (LXØFeÀF¦FPXÞ)

IiY. /À½F./2022 dQ³FFaIY 07.10.2022

EIYeIÈY°F ´FaªFe¹F³F ´Fi¯FFÕXe Aa°F¦FÊ°F ÀFÃF¸F ßFZ̄ Fe ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈY°F NZXIZYQFSXûÔ ÀFZ d³F¸³FdÕXdJ°F
ÀFRYFBÊ ½¹F½FÀ±FF IYF¹FÊ WZX°Fb (Online) AF³FÕXFBÊ³F d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`X:-
IiY. IYF¹FÊ IYF d½F½FSX¯F A³Fb¸FFd³F°F ÕXF¦F°F d³Fd½FQF OXFÕX³FZ IYe

(÷Y. ÕXFJ ¸FZÔ) Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F
1 123.50 29.11.2022

(T.No. 113867)
2 114.25 29.11.2022

(T.No. 113868)
3 136.77 29.11.2022

(T.No. 113869)
4 102.65 29.11.2022

(T.No. 113870)
5 62.66 29.11.2022

(T.No. 113871)
6 64.25 29.11.2022

(T.No. 113872)
CX´FSXûöY IYF¹FûÊ IYe d³Fd½FQF IYe ªFF³FIYFSXe BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX ½FZ¶F ´FûMÊXÕX http://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ÀFZ
OXFDY³FÕXûOX IYe ªFF ÀFIY°Fe W`X, ÀFF±F WXe d³F¦F¸F IZY ½FZ¶F ÀFFBÊMX www.korbamunicipal.in E½Fa
www.korba.urbanecg.gov.in ´FSX ·Fe QZJe ªFF ÀFIY°Fe W`XÜ

ÜÜ À½F¨LX ·FFSX°F d³F¸FFÊ¯F ¸FZÔ ¹Fû¦FQF³F QZÔÜÜ WXÀ°FF/-
ÀFWXF¹FIY À½FFÀ±¹F Ad²FIYFSXe

40441 ³F¦FSX ´FFdÕXIY d³F¦F¸F IYûSX¶FF (LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX)

BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FcSX¸FZÔMX d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF

½FFOÊX IiY. 1,4,5,6 E½Fa 11 IYûSX¶FF ªFû³F ÃFZÂF IYe ÀFRYFBÊ
IYF¹FÊ (´Fi±F¸F d³Fd½FQF) (d³F¦F¸F ¸FQ)
½FFOÊX IiY. 7,8,9,10 E½Fa 12 IYûSX¶FF ªFû³F ÃFZÂF IYe ÀFRYFBÊ
IYF¹FÊ (´Fi±F¸F d³Fd½FQF) (d³F¦F¸F ¸FQ)
½FFOÊX IiY. 2,3,13,14,15,16 ´FdSX½FWX³F ³F¦FSX ªFû³F ÃFZÂF
IYe ÀFRYFBÊ IYF¹FÊ (´Fi±F¸F d³Fd½FQF) (d³F¦F¸F ¸FQ)
½FFOÊX IiY. 45,46,18,51,52,53 E½Fa 55 QSXe ªFû³F ÃFZÂF
IYe ÀFRYFBÊ IYF¹FÊ (´Fi±F¸F d³Fd½FQF) (d³F¦F¸F ¸FQ)
½FFOÊX IiY. 63,65,66,67 ¶FFaIYe¸FûÔ¦FSXF ÃFZÂF IYe ÀFRYFBÊ
IYF¹FÊ (´Fi±F¸F d³Fd½FQF) (d³F¦F¸F ¸FQ)
½FFOÊX IiY. 54,56,58,59 ÀF½FÊ¸Fa¦FÕXF ³FSX¦F ªFû³F ÃFZÂF IYe
ÀFRYFBÊ IYF¹FÊ (´Fi±F¸F d³Fd½FQF) (d³F¦F¸F ¸FQ)

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
13664/HRY

SR.
No.

1

NAME OF
BOARD/

CORP./AUTH

HSIIDC

NAME OF WORK
NOTICE TENDER

STRENGTHENING-UP-
GRADATION OF ROADS
IN PHASE-II, SECTOR-38

AT IE RAI UNDER PM
GATI SHAKTI SCHEME &
THEREAFTER DLP OF 36

MONTHS

AMOUNT/
EMD (APPROX.)

IN RUPEES

1565.43 LACS

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

14.11.2022
05.12.2022

WEBSITE OF
THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

https://etenders.
hry.nic.in

NODAL OFFI-
CER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

9416767348
ia.rai@hsiidc.org.in
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ccqqyyUUnn''kkggjjAA
i=kad l[a;k&1252@2022&2023@”kkL=ksDr vkS’kf/k fnukad&05&11&2022

¼¼vvYYiiddkkyyhhuu ffuuffoonnkk&&ffooKKffIIrr½½
Ekgkefge jkT;iky mRrj izns”k dh vksj ls v/kksgLrk{kjh }kjk {ks=h; vk;qosZfnd ,ao ;wukuh vf/kdkjh cqyUn”kgj esa “kkL=ksDr vkS’kf/k
¼fufeZr vkS’kf/k½ dks foRrh; gLriqfLrdk [k.M&5 Hkkx&1 ifjf”k’V&19 esa fufonk ls lEcfU/kr lkekU; fl+)kUr esa fufgZr funsZ”k ds
vulkj :0 9]60]000-00¼:Ik;s ukS yk[k lkB gtkj ek=½ ds vUrxZr nj vuqcU/k ds vk/kkj ij vkiwfrZ gsrq ,sls vuqHkoh ,ao izfrf’Br
O;kikfj;ks ls ekSgjcan fufonk;sa vkefU=+r dh tkrh gSa] tks v|kof/k ykblsal ,oa vPNh fofuekZ.k i}fr ¼th,eih½izek.k&i= /kkjd oS/krk
okyh ,slh izfrf’Br GMP Holder Original Manufacturer QesZa] tks Lo;a xq.kdkjh vkS’kf/k dk fuekZ.k djrh gSa rFkk tks dsUnzh;
tkWp C;wjks rFkk fdlh foHkkx }kjk izfrcfU/kr@dkyh lwph esa vafdr u gksA fufonk nkrk QeZ dk xr rhu o’kksZ ls O;kikjdj dk;kZy;
esa iathdj.k gksuk vko”;d gSA QeZ dk foxr rhu o’kksZ esa vk;qosZfnd ”kkL=ksDr vkS’kf/k;ksa dk izR;sd o’kZ VuZvksoj :&30]00]000-00
¼rhl yk[k :Ik;s ek=½ gksuk pkfg,A blds vfrfjDr fufonk izi= esa nh x;h “krksZ ,ao fu;eksa dks iw.kZ djuk vfuok;Z gksxkA ”kkL=ksDr
vkS’kf/k;ksa dh ek=k vuqekfur j[kh x;h gS]tks foRrh; lalk/kuks dh miyC/krk ds lkis{k ifjorZuh; gks ldrh gSA
ekud en 39&vkS’kf/k rFkk jlk;u dh vkiwfrZ gsrq QeZ dks bl mn~ns”;@iz;kstu fufeRr jkT; vkS’kf/k fu;U++=d ;k vuqKkiu
izkf/kdkjh }kjk tkjh nks’k fl) ugha gksus dk izek.ki= ¼uku dufoD”kuy izek.k i= izk:i 26 M-3 ij½ rFkk bl vk”k; dk LVkEi
isij ij “kiFk&i= vkosnu ds lkFk layXu djuk gksxk rFkk jkT; vkS’kf/k fu;U=d ;k vuqKkiu izkf/kdkjh }kjk tkjh [kqys cktkj
esa fodz; izek.k i=ksa ij mRiknksa dh lwph lfgr ekSfyd fufonk i= tek djrs le; layXu djuk gksxkA
¼v½

ØØ00
llaa00

EEkkkkuudd eenn ccttVV ØØ;;nnkkjjhh iizzffØØ;;kk ffuuffoonnkk iizzii==
ddkk eewwYY;; ¼¼##00½½

vvuussZZLLVV eeuuhh ¼¼##00½½

0011 0022 ¼¼##00½½ 0033 0044 0055 0066

11&& 3399&& vvkk;;qqoossZZffnndd vvkkSS’’kkff//kk rrFFkkkk jjllkk;;uu 99]]6600]]000000@@&& ffuuffoonnkk }}kkjjkk 11770000@@&& 1199220000@@&&

¼c½
1& fufonk izdk”ku dh frfFk&21&11&2022
2& fufonk i= fodz; dh frfFk&22&11&2022 lqcg 10-00 cts ls dk;kZ0 {ks0vk;q0;w0vf/k0 cqYkUn”kgj esaA
3& fufonk i= fodz; dh vafre frfFk o le; 05&12&2022 lkW;% 04%00 cts rd
4& fufonk i= tek djus dh vfUre frfFk o le; 12&12&2022 nksigj 02-00 cts rd
5& fufonk izi= [kksyus dh frfFk o le; 15&12&2022 dks vijkUg 01-00 ls
6& fufonk ewY; tks okfil ugh gksxk : 1700-00¼:0 ,d gtkj lkr lkS ek=½ ¼leLr dj lfgr½ dk uxn Hkqxrku ij
LFkku dk;kZy; {ks=h; vk;qosZfnd ,oa ;wukuh vf/kdkjh cqyUn”kgj esaA
7&/kjksgj jkf”k :0&19200-00 ¼:Ik;s mUuhl gtkj nks lkS ek=½ jk’Vªh; cSad ls tkjh ,Q0Mh0vkj0ds :Ik esa {ks=h; vk;qosZfnd
,ao ;wukuh vf/kdkjh cqyUn”kgj ds uke cU/kd djkdj eqgjcan fufonk ds lkFk tek djuk gksxk]tks ewy :Ik ls
fnukad&12&12&2022 nksigj 02-00 cts rd dk;kZy;&cqyUn”kgj esa iathd`r Mkd ls vFkok gLrxr lsok ds ek/;e ls tek
djkuk vfuok;Z gksxk]mDr ,Q0Mh0vkj0 le;kUrxZr izkIr u djk;s tkus dh fLFkfr esa fufonk ij fopkj ugha fd;k tk;sxkA
foyEc dh fLFkfr esa foHkkx dk dksbZ mRrjnkf;Ro ugh gksxkA
8&fufonknkrk ds ikl foxr 3 o’kksZ esa leku izd`fr dh lkexzh vkiwfrZ ds dk;Z dk vuqHko gksuk pkfg, rFkk QeZ fdlh
dkyh lwph esa lkfey ugha gksuh pkfg;sA
9&vkiwfrZ LFkku dk;kZy; {ks=h; vk;qosZfnd ,ao ;wukuh vf/kdkjh]cqyUn”kgjA
10&fufonk dh oS/krk fnukad&31&03&2023 rdA
11&fufonk esa mfYyf[kr vkS’kf/k;ksa dh vkiwfrZ ds le; ySc ijh{k.k fjiksVZ izLrqr djuk gksxkA ftldk O;; lEcfU/kr QeZ
}kjk ogu fd;k tk;sxkA
leLr fufonk;as {ks=h; vk;qosZfnd ,ao ;wukuh vf/kdkjh]cqyUn”kgj ds dk;kZy; esa fuf”pr frfFk ,ao le; ij mifLFkr
fufonknkrkvksa ds le{k [kksyh tk;asxhA fufonk [kqyus dh frfFk esa vodk”k iMus dh n”kk esa fufonk vxys dk;Z fnol esa [kksyh
tk;sxh v/kksgLrk{kjh dks fdlh ,d ;k lEiw.kZ fufonkvksa dks fcuk dkj.k crk;s fujLr djus dk vf/kdkj lqjf{kr gSA bl lEcU/k
esa dksbZ okn Lohdkj ugha gksxkA fufonk nkrk ds fiNys Vs.Mj dh tek /kujkf”k dks bl iz;kstu esa lfEefyr ugha fd;k tk;sxkA
lIykbZ nh xbZ iSafdx ds vuqlkj gh ekU; gksxhA
ftu QeksZ ds lHkh rduhdh vfHkys[k fufonk “krkssZ ds vuqlkj lgh o iw.kZ ik;s tk;sxas mUgh QeksZ ds foRrh; Hkko i=ksa ij fopkj
fd;k tk;sxk l”krZ fufonk Lohdkj ugh gksxhA

¼¼MMkk00 eeggss””kk ddqqeekkjj ddkkSSff””kkdd½½
{{kkss==hh;; vvkk;;qqoossZZffnndd ,,aaoo ;;wwuukkuuhh vvff//kkddkkjjhh

ccqqyyUUnn””kkggjjAA

UPID-181394 Date 09/11/2022
www.upgov.nic.in

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,
EASTERN CIRCLE-II, CHANDIKHOLE

Email ID :- seec2chandikhole@gmail.com
“e” Procurement Notice No. ACE, EC-II 02 of 2022-23 (On-line)

9. e-mail id : seec2chandikhole@gmail.com
Further detailed conditions can be seen from the Govt. website www.tendersorissa.gov.in

A-713

1 Name of Woirks 1

2

Improvement to left bank service road of Pattamundai Main canal from Indupur to
Ghagara and on Indupur Gherry.
Improvement to road on Rajnagar Gopalpur Saline Embankment from RD 17.14
Km. to 19.05 Km., 22.83 Km. to 24.092 Km. and 0.00 Km. to 4.00 Km. on
Chasisava Saline Embankment in Rajnagar Block of Kendrapara District.

2 Total No. of Packages : 2No. Individual Packages
3 Tender Cost 1

2
Rs.531.93 Lakh (Approximately)
Rs.516.55 Lakh (Approximately)

4 Cost of Bid Document
(Non Refundable)

: Rs. 10,000.00 (On-line payment) for each Package

5 Bid Security : “Bid Security Declaration” is to be furnished as per Finance Department Office
Memorandum No.8484/F dated 05.04.2022. The bids without “Bid Security
Declaration” will be summarily rejected.

6 Class of Contractor 1 ‘A’ for All Packages

7 Period of Completion 1 12 (Twelve) calendar months for All Packages

8 Other details are as follows.

Procurement Officer Bid Identification No. Availability of Tender On-line for bidding Date of Opening
of Technical Bid

(Cover-I)
From To

Additional Chief
Engineer, Eastern
Circle-II, Chandikhole

ACE, EC-II KID 02 OF 2022-23
ACE, EC-II AUL 02 OF 2022-23

21.11.2022
at 10.00 hrs.

05.12.2022
upto 17.00 hrs.

06.12.2022
at 11.30 hrs.

Sd/-
Additional Chief Engineer

Eastern Circle-II, Chandikhole
OIPR-32322/11/0001/2223

BÊ-d³fdUQf Af¸fÔÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff
A³fb·fUe I f¹fÊQf¹fe ÀfÔÀ±ffAûa/R ¸fûÊÔ ÀfZ
´ffS Z¿f¯f ´fd›¸f ÃfZÂf, ¸fZSN IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f
d³f¸³f I f¹fÊ W Z°fb BÊ-d³fdUQf BÊ-´fûMÊ»f
etender.up.nic.in ´fS 12.00

¶fþZ °fI AfÔ¸fdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`Ü BÊ-d³fdUQf Jb»f³fZ I e
d°fd±f ´fS AUI fVf I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ BÊ-d³fdUQf A¦f»fZ I f¹fÊ
dQUÀf ¸fZÔ Jû»fe þf¹fZ¦feÜ 1. d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff - Me-
10/2022-23 : ´ffS Z¿f¯f ´fd›¸f ÃfZÂf ¸fZSN IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f
dUd·f³³f ³fE ´ffS Z¿f¯f C´fIZ ³QiûÔ °f±ff 400/220/132
IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qiûa ´fS Preparation of Sub station
Electrical Layout, Measuring Earth

resistivity E½fa »ffBÊ³fûÔ ´fS Survey for Making

Transmission Lines Route, Line Length,

Survey of Foundation Work with Testing

of Soil, Tower Classification and

Schedule, Preparation of Profile B°¹ffdQ IZ
I f¹fÊ IZ d»fE with CONTRACTORS/

FIRMS IZ EMPANELMENT WZ°fbÜ d³fdUQf
´fi´fÂf Vfb»I Empanelment Vfb»I IZ Àff±f ÷ 0
2,360/-(I S ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI
12.12.2022Ü BÊ-d³fdUQf d³f²ffÊdS°f Àf¸f¹f ´fS ÀffUÊþd³fI
ø ´f ÀfZ Jû»fe þf¹fZ¦feÜ BÊ-d³fdUQfAûÔ I û d¶f³ff I ûBÊ
I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ AÀUeI fS/ dU·ffdþ°f I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS
A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ ´ffÀf ÀfbSdÃf°f SWZ¦ffÜ IÈ ´f¹ff dUÀ°fÈ°f
þf³fI fSe, OfC³f»fûO, A³¹f ÀfÔVfû²f³fûÔ EUÔ BÊ-d³fdUQf
´fiÀ°fb°f I S³fZ IZ dQ³ffÔI °fI d½fÀ°ffS AfdQ IZ Àf¸¶f³²f
¸fZÔ IÈ ´f¹ff etender.up.nic.in ´fS »ffg¦f Afg³f I SZÔÜ
¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹f³°ff (´ffSm¿f¯f ´fd›¸f) 130-Oe, ´ffS Z¿f¯f
·fU³f, dU¢MûdS¹ff ´ffI Ê, ¸fZSN "Sf¿MÑ dW°f ¸fZ D þfÊ
¶f¨ff¹faZ" ´fÂffÔI 6990/¸fb0A0(´ffq´fq)¸fZSN/ T-
10/22-23 dQ³ffÔI :- 09.11.2022

UU..PP.. JJAALL NNIIGGAAMM (URBAN)

E-E-TTEENNDDEERR NNOOTICETICE
No.: 2151/ /29 Dated : 10.11.2022ffuuffoonnkk

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER, Construction CIRCLE,

Email ID : supertendinge@gmail.com

Opp. Car Scan Centre, Ramghat
Road, Aligarh-202001

U.P. Jal Nigam (Urban) invites
E-bids for execution of: ““AligarhAligarh
MunicipalMunicipal LimitLimit ExtExteennssiioonnwwaatteerr
supplysupply schemescheme GrGroup Coup C UnderUnder
AMRUTAMRUT 2.02.0 PPrrooggrraammmmee..”” in two
bid system on percentage rate
basis from eligible, reputed and
experienced bidder. E -b id
documents will be available for
download from by1166..1111..22002222
1717:00:00 HrsHrs. Pre-bid meeting will
be held on dated at23.1123.11.2022.2022
13:00 Hrs13:00 Hrs. in undersigned
office. E-bids can be submitted
till up to ,1144..112.2022 17:00 Hrs2.2022 17:00 Hrs
and technical bid shall be
opened on at1155..1122..22002222
1155::0000 HHrrss iinn tthhee oofffificcee ooff.
SSuuppeerr iinntteennddiinngg EEnnggiinneeeerr,,
Construction Circle, U.P. JalConstruction Circle, U.P. Jal
Nigam (Urban) Al igarhNigam (Urban) Al igarh in
presence of contractor or their
authorized representative.
E-tenderCost isRs.20,000+18%
GST for tender.Details areavailable
onU.P.Govt.e-procurementportal
http://etender.up.nic.in & U.P.J.N
websitewww.jn.upsdc.gov.in.

UU..PP.. JJAALL NNIIGGAAMM (URBAN)

E-E-TENDER NOTENDER NOTICETICE
No.: 2152/ /30 Dated : 10.11.2022ffuuffoonnkk

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER, Construction Circle,

Email ID : supertendinge@gmail.com

Opp. Car Scan Centre, Ramghat
Road, Aligarh-202001

U.P. Jal Nigam (Urban) invites E-
bids for execution of: ““AAlliiggaarrhh
MunicipalMunicipal Limit ExtLimit Extension wension wataterer
supply schemesupply scheme GrGroup Boup B UnderUnder
AMRUTAMRUT 2.0 Programme.”2.0 Programme.” in two
bid system on percentage rate
basis from eligible, reputed and
experienced bidder. E -b id
documents will be available for
download from by1177..1111..22002222
1717:00 Hrs:00 Hrs. Pre-bid meeting will
be held on dated at2288..1111.2022.2022
13:00 Hrs13:00 Hrs. in undersigned
office. E-bids can be submitted
till upto .1166..1122..22002222 1177:00:00 HrsHrs
and technical bid shall be opened
on at .1177..1122..22002222 1155::0000 HHrrss inin
the office of Superintendingthe office of Superintending
Engineer, Construction Circle,Engineer, Construction Circle,
UU..PP.. JalJal NigamNigam ((UUrrbbaann)) AAlliiggaarrhh in
presence of contractor or their
authorized representative.
E-tender Cost is Rs20,000+18%
GST for tender.Details areavailable
onU.P.Govt.e-procurementportal
http://etender.up.nic.in & U.P.J.N
websitewww.jn.upsdc.gov.in.

Nehru Library
CCS Haryana Agricultural University, Hisar
(Established by Parliament Act 16 of 1970)

Corrigendum

This is with reference to notice inviting Expression of Interest (EOI) for empan-
elment of vendors to supply the printed books in Nehru Library which was pub-
lished in Dainik Jagran (Haryana Edition) and Indian Express (Delhi Edition) on
16.10.2022. This is to notify that the condition No. 6 i.e. “firm/agency should
have a registered office in Delhi/NCR” and condition of submission of GST
Registration Certificate under condition No. 8 of EOI have been withdrawn.
Rest of the terms & conditions of EOI will remain same. The last date of sub-
mission of EOI has been extended to 19.11.2022 upto 5.00 p.m. The offers of
EOI will be opened on 21.11.2022 at 10.30 a.m. (date of opening if rescheduled
due to administrative reasons will be intimated via e-mail or mobile phone).

Sd/-
University Librarian

Ph. No. 01662- 255416

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
13654/HRY

SR.
No.

1

NAME OF
BOARD/

CORP./AUTH

HPGCL

NAME OF WORK
NOTICE TENDER

RENEWAL OF FIRE AND
SPECIAL PERILS INSUR-
ANCE POLICY INCLUD-
ING RSMD AND EARTH-

QUAKE AND TERRORISM
INSURANCE POLICY OF
UNIT-7&8, PTPS, PANIPAT

AMOUNT/
EMD (APPROX.)

IN RUPEES

88.80 LACS

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

27.10.2022
25.11.2022

WEBSITE OF
THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

www.hpgcl.org.in

NODAL OFFI-
CER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

0180-2566015
xenmp1.ptps@

hpgcl.org.in

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising

copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian

Express(P)Limitedcannotbeheldresponsible forsuch

contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a

result of transactions with companies, associations or

individualsadvertising in itsnewspapersorPublications.

We therefore recommend that readers make

necessary inquiries before sending any monies or

entering into any agreements with advertisers or

otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner

whatsoever.
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Englandcall-upMaddison,
WilsonandRashford
ENGLANDHAVE included in-formLeicester
City midfielder James Maddison in their
squad for theWorld Cup inQatar, with for-
wards CallumWilson andMarcus Rashford
also selected. Maddison and Newcastle
United strikerWilson have not played for
Englandsince2019,buthavebeenrewarded
for fine starts to the domestic season in the
run-uptothismonth'stournament.Whether
to includeMaddisonwas themajor talking
point in recentmonths, but the 25-year-old
hassincethestartof lastseasonbeendirectly
involvedin30PremierLeaguegoals-18goals
and 12 assists - with only England captain
HarryKane(38)havingahighertotalamong
Englishplayers inthisperiod.
"He (Maddison) is playing really well,"

EnglandcoachGarethSouthgatesaid."We've
always said he's a good player. He's earned
theright.Wethinkhecangiveussomething
slightlydifferenttotheattackingplayersthat
we'vegot."Ithinkatvariousstagestherehave
beenconversationsanddebatesaboutJames.
AheadoftheEuros(lastyear)Idon'tthinkhe
was in contention, hehadabit of aproblem
withhiship. InSeptember,his inclusionwas
a fair debate."He's playing as good as any of
theattackingplayersinthiscountry.Heisalit-
tlebitdifferenttotheothers.Ithinkwecould
needthat."

Amid injury concerns,
Deschamps includesGiroud
OlivierGiroudwasnamedinFrance'ssquad
for the Qatar World Cup as coach Didier
Deschamps unveiled a 25-man group on
Wednesdayamidinjuryconcernsforthede-
fendingchampions.
The experienced striker, recalled in

Marchafteranine-monthhiatus following
theteam'searlyEuro2021exit,hasbeen in
good form for ACMilan and France and is
two goals shy of Thierry Henry's all-time
national scoring record of 51 goals. "He

knows where he
stands. He knows
what my position is.
It's better for the
French team that he is
with us," said
Deschamps. Several
players have been
struggling with in-
juries, includingBallon
d'Or winner Karim
Benzema, Paris St

Germain centre back Presnel Kimpembe
andManchester United defender Raphael
Varane. "I know he (Benzema) will do
everything to be at 100 percent in time,"
saidDeschamps.
WithPaulPogbaandNgoloKanteinjured

andruledoutofthetournamentaheadofthe
squadannouncement,AurelienTchouameni,
AdrienRabiotandEduardoCamavingawere
amongthesixmidfieldersnamed.
Up front, Kylian Mbappe was named

along with Giroud, Benzema, Kingsley
Coman, Ousmane Dembele, Antoine
GriezmannandChristopherNkunku.

Despite no diplomatic ties,
direct Tel Aviv-Doha flights
Direct charter flightswill operate between
Israel andQatar, which do not have formal
diplomatic ties,duringtheupcomingWorld
Cup inDoha, FIFA said Thursday, facilitating
attendancebyeligibleIsraeliandPalestinian
fans.Football’sworldgoverningbodysaid it
brokered thedeal thatwouldallowholders
ofmatch tickets andavalidHayya fan IDon
flightsfromBenGurionairport inTelAvivto
Doha'sHamadInternationalduringtheone-
monthevent. "With this deal, Israelis and
Palestinianswill be able to fly together and
enjoy football together," FIFA President
Gianni Infantinosaid in thestatement.
The statement did not specify which

Palestinians,wholiveintheIsraeli-occupied
West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza
Strip,thismightapplyto.Theagreementre-
quires Palestinian ticket holders andmedia
"to travel on these chartered flightswithno
restrictionsastheyhaveanequalrighttoen-
joy the tournament," an unnamed
spokesperson for Q22, Qatar's tournament
operator, said inFIFA's statement.

All thingsbig&small thatbuilduptowards thekick-off of
thegreatest sportingspectacleonearth- theFIFAWorldCup

AreplicaoftheWorldCupoutsideLusailStadiuminQatar. Pics:Reuters/AP

FIFA
WORLDCUP
ROUNDUP

Maddison surprise inclusion for England;
Giroud & ‘unfit’ Lukaku going to Qatar

‘Medicallyunfit’ Lukaku
named inBelgiumsquad

Romelu Lukaku was selected in
Belgium's26-mansquadfortheWorld
CuponThursdaydespitecoachRoberto
Martineznotexpectingtobeabletocall
on the injured striker until after the
groupstage.
Martinez said Lukaku, Belgium’s

record scorer with 68 goals, was
“medicallyunfit”aftersustainingaleft
thigh injury twoweeks ago. Lukaku
has played only five games for Inter
Milan this season, having previously
been sidelined for twomonths be-
causeof ahamstring injury.Afteran-
nouncingasquadthatincludesmain-
stays Kevin De Bruyne and Eden
Hazard,Martinezinsistedhewasnot
giving “special treatment” to Lukaku
because of his importance to the
team. “TheWorld Cup has two very
differentphases,”Martinezsaid."One
isthegroupphase,andthatistheonly
phasewecanpreparefor—thethree
games thatwe have.“But then there
is anotherWorld Cup, which is the
knockout rounds. Andmedically,we
feel thatRomeluLukakuat thispoint
couldmake that secondWorldCup.”
Lukaku, who hurt his thigh two

games intohis comeback fromham-
string problems, has been undergo-
ing treatmentwith Belgium'smed-
ical staff and his fitness will be
monitoreduntilNov.22—thedaybe-
fore the team's opening game in
GroupFagainstCanada.

PTESSTRUSTOFINIDA
AMMAN,NOVEMBER10

SIX-TIMEmedallistShivaThapawastheonly
Indianmaleboxertoadvancetothefinalsas
fourothersbowedoutwithbronzemedalsat
theAsianBoxingChampionshipsinAmman,
Jordan on Thursday. Thapa (63.5 kg) out-
punched Bakhodur Usmonov of Tajikistan
via a 4-1 split verdict in the semifinal to be
assured of at least a silver. Thapawill face
Uzbekistan'sAbdullaevRuslan in the final.
Both boxers looked to attackwhile de-

fendingcautiouslybutThapa, themostsuc-
cessful pugilist in the championship, was
abletolandhiscombinationpunchestotake
thefirstround5-0.However,Usmonovmade
a strong comeback in the second round to
take it4-1.
In the third round, Thapa attacked

UsmonovrelentlesslyastheTajakfellonthe
canvaswithinthefirstfewsecondsfollowing
which the refereegavehimthecount.
The Indian continued to dominate by

landingaflurryofpuncheswhiledefending
withease to take the tie.
Two-time Commonwealth Games

bronze medallist Mohammad
Hussamuddin's (57kg) came to an abrupt
endashecouldn'tcontest thesemifinaldue
toacutabovehisrighteyehesustaineddur-
inghis last eightboutearlier thisweek.
The 28-year-old ended his campaign

with a bronzemedal as did Thailand Open
championsSumit(75kg)andGovindKumar
Sahani (48kg)andNarender (92+kg).
Govind (48kg) was up against Sanzhar

TashkenbayofKazakhstanandstartedoffhis
bouttryingtoblockhisopponent'spunches
and attack with counterpunches but he
couldnot sustain that strategy for long.
His Kazakh opponent, who is the 2021

YouthWorldChampionshipgoldmedallist,
dominatedthenexttworoundsandinflicted
a0:4defeaton theboxer fromGorakhpur.
Sumit (75kg) was involved in a tough

matchup against the reigning Asian cham-
pion JafarovSaidjamshidofUzbekistanand
inspiteofhisbestefforts, failed to takecon-
trol of the bout and suffered a0:5defeat by
unanimousdecision.
Narender, seeded second, suffereda0-5

defeat against third seed Mullojonov
LazizbekofUzbekistaninhissemifinalbout.
Five Indianwomen pugilists, including

2020 Tokyo Olympics bronze medallist
Lovlina Borgohain (75kg) and 2022World
Championships bronzemedallist Parveen
(63kg),willbefightingforgoldinthefinalof
the tournamentonFriday.

Shiva continues
quest for gold; 4
bag bronze medals

ASIANELITEC'SHIPS

ATKMBturnthe
tablesonNEUnited
Kolkata:ATKMohunBagansecureda
dramatic 2-1 victory over NorthEast
United andmoved into the second
placeintheIndianSuperLeaguehere
onThursday. ListonColacobroke the
deadlock in the 35thminute before
Aaron Evans equalised in the 81st
minute. Subhasish Bose, on his 99th
ISLappearance, scoredthewinner to
give theMariners awin in their 50th
ISLgame.JuanFerrandodidnotmake
any changes to the ATKMB starting
line-up and fielded the sameXI that
snatchedapoint inMumbaithispast
Sunday.NEUFCmadefourchangesas
Marco Balbul switched from a 5-3-2
toa4-3-2-1. PTI

Nadal toplayinSydney
aheadofAusOpen
Sydney:RafaelNadalandworldNo1-
ranked Iga Swiatekwere among the
top players who had their pre-
AustralianOpentournamentdestina-
tionssetwhenthedrawwasheld for
the new United Cup mixed teams
event on Thursday. Nadal, whowill
teamwithworldNo13PaulaBadosa
forSpain,isheadedtoSydneyandwill
play in Group Dwith Australia and
Britain.SwiatekandherNo11-ranked
teammate Hubert Hurkacz from
Poland will play in Group B in
BrisbanewithSwitzerlandandayet-
to-be-determinedqualifier. AP

IOAadoptsdraft
constitution
New Delhi: The IOA on Thursday
adopteditsdraftconstitutionframed
under the supervision of the
SupremeCourtandtheInternational
OlympicCommittee(IOC)butseveral
members said theywere forced into
doing it after the apex courtmade it
mandatory.During the IOA's Special
General Body Meeting here, some
membersraisedobjectionstoatleast
half adozenamendmentscontained
inthedraftconstitution,andsaid"the
democratic rights of the General
Body has been completely taken
away". Facedwith the threat of sus-
pension fromthe IOC if electionsare
notheldbyDecember, coupledwith
the directives of the SupremeCourt,
the IOAhadno other alternative but
to bring the changes to its constitu-
tion. PTI
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CROSSWORD4896

ACROSS
1Manyabsorbed inconscious
thought (9)
8Water-carriermetaprophet
(5)
9Fittingaid forapersoncrazy
about flying?(4,3)
10Yetsuchtalkersmaynotbe
onthe level (6)
11Takeexceptiontobeing
orderedto leaveagain(6)
12Couldbenineseas in
tumult (2,1,5)
15Staywellawayfromwork
(8)
18Talksorpossiblyeats (6)
20Freshtopics for light-
mindedscientists (6)
21Notagalleybutmaybe
found inone(7)
22Call awomanacase for
approval (5)
23Female forgerwas
surrounded inSouthAfrica (9)

DOWN
2Omitavowel? I’deasily
included it (5)
3Trailedalongwitha labelon
(6)
4Gettingonone’shighhorse
aboutapainting (8)
5OutflowofBritishcapital (6)
6Andtouspossibly itwill
seemsurprising(7)
7Theydenycredit - fordough
orbreadperhaps (4,5)
11Asignof free
accommodation(4,2,3)
13Skilfullymodified idolatry
(8)
14Excessweight? It’shis
danger (7)
16Metalof littlevalue in
America (6)
17 Inflammablesubstance
fromanupturnedtree (6)
19Nothavinga list toput
up(5)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Otherpeoplemay
blowhotandcold,
butyoucan't really
blamethem.

Youmaybeasanxious to
changeyourmindas they
are, andyoumightdo
yourself a favour if you
followtheir lead.Keepavery,
verycloseeye indeedonall
savingsand investments.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
It'syour last
chancetomake
an important
decisionthat

you'vebeenputtingoff for
ages. For thenext twoweeks
it'sverymuchamatterof
tyingupall the loose
endsandkeepingpartners
sweet.Themorepeopleyou
haveonyourside, the
betteryou'll feel.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Lovedoneshave
reallygotonyour
nerves lately,butare
yousure thatyouare

blameless?Withouteven
realising ityoumayhave let
someoneelsedownor trodden
ontheir toes.This isnotimefor
instant judgmentsorverdicts,
sowaituntilyouhaveall
the information.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Idon'toftentellyou
to loweryoursights,
butnowIam
worriedthat if you

are tooexclusiveyoumay
missavitalopportunity
or fail tomakeavaluable
connection. Idon't thinkyou'll
puta footwrong,butyoudo
needtoopenyoureyes to
possibilitiesyoumightnever
haveconsidered.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
You'll resistany
tendencytoduckthe
issuesathome.
Althoughyoumay

not realise it, youhavehitonthe
rightsolution,butyoumay
needtowait forothers tocatch
upwithyou.What isobvious
toyou,maynotbeclear to
them,which isprecisely
whyyoushouldbea little
moreunderstanding.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
There isastrong
chancethatyouwill
begin to look far
afield for inspiration

andenlightenment.Youcan
leaveanyworkbattles toone
sideand insteadconcentrate
on improvingtheoverallquality
of your life.You'll lookback
laterandseethewisdomof
youractions.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Yourplans to travel
andcommunicate
morearecertainly in
linewiththe

promiseof thestars:youmight
haveplansofpracticalvalueto
discusswithdistant relations.
Solidbusinessopportunitiesare
in theair,butyoumaybebetter
advisedtogo forasafebargain
rather thanriskallonan
extravagantoutburst.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Youwillbe forcedto
faceawholeseriesof
issuesandquestions
involvingclose

partners. Itdoesn'tmatter
muchwhether it isprivateor
public lifewhichpreoccupies
you.All that is important
is thequalityof your
closest relationships.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Assoonasyoustop
thinkingyouknow
all theanswers,
you'll alsocease

poundingyourheadagainst the
nearestbrickwall. Thecurrent
Sun-Moonangleannounces
that this isa timetoget the
balanceback intoyour life, and
thatmeanstrimmingyour
deepestdesires.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
This iswithout
doubtadecisive
period,butyou
areprobably

able to takecareof yourself.
If youcanadvanceyourself
socially, somuchthebetter.
If you're luckyenoughto
benefit fromromantichopes,
thenenjoyyourgoodfortune.
And, if you'reoffereda
compliment, thenaccept it.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Beingmistress,or
evenmaster,of
yourown
household, ismore

important toyoutodaythan
beingrespectedbytheworldas
awhole.Yetdon't forget that
nextweekmaybringeven
greaterpressuresonyouto
makeanameforyourself. The
questionremains, though,as to
howyou'regoingtopay for
yourdreams.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Life looksgood.Even
thoughthestarsare
battling itout, the
generalmoodof

thetimessuitsyour
fundamentaldisposition.You
maytherefore feelathomeina
worldwhichothers find frankly
disturbing.But, then,you
alwayswereaveryunusual,
andremarkable,person.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Everymomentof_______isamiracle.-WaltWhitman(5,3,4)

SOLUTION:CARAT,LICIT,SODDEN,KNIGHT
Answer:Everymomentoflightanddarkisamiracle.-WaltWhitman

CTAAR EOSDDN

CIILT INTGHK

SolutionsCrossword4895:Across:1Repents,4Miser,7Nuts,8Thankyou,10
Experiment,12Clothe,13Twinge,15Yieldfruit,18Coachmen,19Nail,20Litup,21
Tickets.Down:1Range,2Put-upjob,3Scheme,4Manandwife,5Skye,6Routine,9
Archbishop,11Insulate,12Chancel,14Fluent,16Tolls,17Cast.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
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SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER10

WHEN ENGLAND captain Jos Buttler wal-
lopedtheballoverlong-on,overViratKohli's
head, for thematch-winning hit in the T20
World Cup semi-final, commentator Ravi
Shastri would scream, “It's over Kohli”. He
meanttheball,butitalsocouldbesaidabout
thecampaignandtheoldwarhorse'sdream
of winning an ICC T20World Cup. It's over
Kohli, it’s over, Rohit Sharma, and it’s over,
RahulDravid.
The time has come to reboot the T20

team,withyoungstersandabolderapproach
inthemanagement.Notbecausethesefresh
faceswouldbecapableimmediately,butbe-
cause it’s clear that this aging team can’t. A
country can ache over amythical past cul-
turally if it so chooses; it can’t afford todo it
in sports. As that adagegoes, if youdon’t let
go,bedragged.
India’s fate in theWorld Cup campaign

was always out there in plain sight, but a
combination of factors involving our two
neighboursmaskedittotriggeranationalis-
tic outpouring of hope. Kohli found a spark
ofgeniusfortwoballsfromHarisRauf inthe
game against Pakistan, and Bangladesh
choked in a chase, making some see it as a
result of India’s achievement rather than
spontaneous combustion by Shakib Al
Hasan’smen.
WhentheywerebeatenbySouthAfrica,

itwasputdowntothepitchinPerthandhow
theywill never have to play there again in
the tournament. One bad game, move on,
was thecry.Mistake.
All the old fears would come to haunt

India in the semi-final. In the end, skipper
Sharmawould offer his pithy assessment:
“It’sallaboutexecuting. If youdon’t,youare
going to findyourself in trouble.”
He is right of course, but the reason for

the lackof executionshouldn’tbemasked.
Theyweredragged tomodernity on the

big day by the face of India’s T20 future:
HardikPandya;andthroughthetournament
bySuryakumarYadav,thefaceofWorldT20
batting insomeways.
Theywerekeptafloatbyaspiritedyoung

Arshdeep Singh, who sur-
prisedmost but seemingly
not himself, with his per-
formances.Unfortunately, a
superb second or third
seamer had become the
chief attackingweapon too
quickly, and unsurprisingly,
he couldn’t reprise it in the
semi-final.
Whatweretheoldfears?

Asameness inthetoporder.
No IPL franchise would

bunch Rohit, KL Rahul, and
Kohliatthetop,andforarea-
son. Forayear, coachDravid
and Sharma conducted ex-
periments in the team, in theirwords, but it
wasveryconservative.
Theydidn’t seriously tryRishabhPant at

the top, andwhen they hadDeepakHooda
suddenlyhittingafurioushundredinthetop
3, they demoted him immediately. Not that
HoodawouldhavedonebetteronAustralian
conditions,wherecricketwasplayedduring
anuntimelyseason,butthemovesaidsome-
thing:Weshallexperimentbutnotwiththe

immoveable Top 3.We shall try to fill other
spots.
They didn’t want Mohammed Shami.

Only an untimely injury to Jasprit Bumrah
wouldbringhimback,notanyvisionbythe
management.
They didn’t replace Axar Patel with a

more attacking gamble on leg-spinner
Yuzvendra Chahal this
World Cup despite failures
becausetheywantedacush-
ion with the bat.
Experiment, but conserva-
tively. All other good teams
had attacking leg-spinners
whileallthatChahaldidwas
ChahalTV.
Not many “risks’ were

takenbythis teammanage-
ment. It was couched as
‘consistency’ in team selec-
tion but that’s just flimsy
dressing. If consistencywas
the theme, then Shami
wouldn’t have been out in

thecoldforayear,Pantwouldn’tbeleftwith-
out clarity over his role, or performances of
contenders to Rahul’s spot wouldn’t have
been ignored.
For a longwhile, theykeptHarshal Patel

in the team despite being clear that in
Australia, his one-trick cardwasn’t going to
work.Pakistanpumped inwithpace, sodid
England,butIndia, itseems,werepreparing
foraWorldCup in thesubcontinent.

Themovesshowalackofvisionandclar-
ity - the two things expected of Dravid and
Sharma. On air, after the semi-final, former
captainSunilGavaskarwouldseesignsofthe
windsof change.
“A new Indian team under Hardik

Pandya will be traveling to New Zealand
soon. Clearly, the selection committee has
sentthesignal.HardikPandaywontheIPLin
his first year as captainand the teamunder
himwill bedifferent. Therecouldbe retire-
ments, therearealotofplayersintheirmid-
30swhomight consider their future in in-
ternational T20s.”

His former teammate Shastri would of-
fer his postmortem too: “Indiamayhave to
look at a relatively new team.A youngunit,
a freshunit, built for the future.”
Because,asthatadlinegoes,thefutureis

already here andwinking at India, who in
fact through their creation of IPL, had given
birth to it. The future was calling, but the
boys weren’t listening; they were playing
retro-remixes.
SCORECARD
■ India
KLRahulcJosButtlerbChrisWoakes5Rohit
SharmacSamCurranbChrisJordan27Virat
Kohli c Adil Rashid b Chris Jordan 50
Suryakumar Yadav c Salt b Adil Rashid 14
Hardik Pandya hit wkt b Chris Jordan 63
Rishabh Pant run out (Jos Buttler/Chris
Jordan) 6 Ravichandran Ashwin not out 0
Extras: (W3)3
Total: (6wkts, 20Overs)168
FallofWickets:9-1,56-2,75-3,136-4,158-
5,168-6.
Bowler:BenStokes2-0-18-0,ChrisWoakes
3-0-24-1,SamCurran4-0-42-0,AdilRashid
4-0-20-1, Liam Livingstone 3-0-21-0, Chris
Jordan4-0-43-3
■England
JosButtlernotout80,AlexHalesnotout86
Extras: (W4)4
Total: (ForNoLoss in16overs)170
Bowling: Bhuvneshwar Kumar 2-0-25-0,
ArshdeepSingh2-0-15-0,AxarPatel4-0-30-
0,MohammedShami3-0-39-0,Ravichandran
Ashwin2-0-27-0,HardikPandya3-0-34-0.

Conservative IndianeedsT20reboot;Rohit,Rahul,Kohli aremisfitsasTop3; teamthat lost thesemi-finalhadasameness in thebattingorder

"Thecharacterwehave shown
since then (England's loss against
Ireland) - it hasbeenamazing.We
camehere very excited, therewas
a very good feeling.”

JOSBUTTLER
ENGLANDCAPTAIN

410100

INDIA:38/1 IN36BALLS

KLRahul5off5 ■ RohitSharma20off18 ■ ViratKohli12off13

SEMI-FINAL:
A TALEOF TWO
POWERPLAYS

Runrate:
6.33
4x4,1x6

1
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ENGLAND:63/0 IN36BALLS

JosButtler28off17 ■ AlexHales33off19

Runrate:
10.50
7x4,3x6

1
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DEVENDRAPANDEY
NOVEMBER10

AFEWminutesafterIndiawerethrashedby
England, head coach Rahul Dravid satwith
RohitSharmanear thedugout. Itwasatime
when the support staff allowed some time
for the defeat to sink in. The Indian crowd,
who generally wait to wave at their team,
hadbegun tomoveoutquietly.Dravid then
came out to face the press andwas asked
about the futureof seniorplayers in theT20
side. This Indian team has players like
Sharma, Virat Kohli, Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Ravichandran Ashwin and Dinesh Karthik,
whowillbewellover35bythetimethenext
T20WorldCupcomesaround in2024.
Dravidprobablydidnotexpectthisques-

tiontocomeup.“It'stooearlytotalkaboutit
right now, just after a semifinal. These guys
havebeenterrificperformersforus.Wehave
acoupleofyearstoreflectonit.There'ssome
reallygoodqualityplayershere,soabsolutely
not the right time to talk about this stuff or
think about this stuff right now.We'll have
enough games, enoughmatches as we go
ahead, and Indiawill try andbuild andpre-
pare for thenextWorldCup,”hesaid.
However, the Indian boardwill have to

take a call over the future roadmap for the
T20 side. The next T20World Cup is two
years down the line and it's time the bench
strengthisgroomedtotakeoverbythattime.
Reflecting on Thursday's game, Dravid

denied that the 10-wicket defeatwith four
overs to sparewasadebacle.
“Ithinkthey(England)playedwell.That's

therealityof it.Oncetheygotoff tothatkind
of start, I thinktheycouldreallysitbackand
control the run rate. We had 168. They
broughtthatrunratedowntosixandahalf,
I think, by the time the sixth over was fin-
ished, or seven runs an over, and then on a
small ground like that, theywere always in
control, so theywere going to control that
game. They didn't really need to take too
manyrisks.Theycouldsitbackand-notthat
theydidn't takethem;theyplayedsomere-
allygoodshotsrightthrough,”heexplained.
“Probablywould have certainly liked to

go a couple of steps further. But yeah, just
outplayed, outclassed today. Theywere the
better team in all departments, really. The
scorelineshowedthat.”
It has beenmore than nine years since

IndiawonitslastmajorICCtrophy–the2013
Champions Trophy – and thewait is set to
continue.Itwasthefirstbigtournamentun-
derskipperRohitSharmaandDravid,butthe
latter stressed therewere some brightmo-

mentsDownUnder.“I'msurethatwhenyou
loseinasemifinal,yes,Iknowit'sdisappoint-
ing, but yeah, I'm sure there are things we
can lookbackonandreflectonandsee that
we've improvedinandwecantakeforward
andmove forward aswe build for the next
WorldCup,”headded.
Dravid believed 20 more runs and an

earlywicketduringtheEnglandchasewould
havemadematters interesting. However,
both Bangladesh (against India) and
Afghanistan (against Australia) had come
closewhile chasingsizeable scores.
“Yeah, honestly, we looked at those

things. Also, runs on the boardwas some-
thing in a semifinal. We had been batting
well.Wewereoneof thoseteamsthatwere,
even in these conditions, scoring 180, 180-
plus. I think we had done it two or three
times in this tournament. Sowewereplay-
ingwell,”Dravidsaid.

Too early to take call on
future of seniors: Dravid

BANKABLE WRIST SPINNER

IndiacaptainRohitSharmahadapoorWorldCupwiththebat—hisonly fiftywasagainst theDutch.AP

JosButtler (80)andAlexHales (86)
tookthewindoutof India’s sails in
England’s10-wicketwin. Reuters

India’s fate inthe
WorldCupcampaign
wasalwaysoutthere
inplainsight,buta
combinationof
factors involvingour
twoneighbours
maskedit totriggera
nationalistic
outpouringofhope.

‘Boys miss out as
they don’t play
overseas leagues’
Rahul Dravid has said that while
Englandplayershavebenefited from
their experience of playing in
Australia’s BigBashLeague, allowing
active Indian players to compete in
overseas T20 leagueswould “finish”
the domestic game and in turn, ad-
versely impact Test cricket. “I mean,
sure,there'snodoubtaboutit,thefact
that England— a lot of their players
have come here (Australia) and
played.Inthistournament,itcertainly
showed,”Dravidsaid.
“It'stough.Ithinkit'sverydifficult

forIndiancricketbecausealotofthese
tournamentshappenrightinthepeak
of our season... Yes, I thinka lotof our
boysmaybedomissoutontheoppor-
tunities of playing in a lot of these
leagues,butifyouwereto—it'sreally
up to theBCCI tomake that decision,
butthethingis it'sright inthemiddle
ofourseason,andwiththekindofde-
mandtherewouldbeforIndianplay-
ers, if youallowedall the Indianplay-
erstoplayintheseleagues,wewould
nothavedomesticcricket.Ourdomes-
ticcricket,ourRanjiTrophywouldbe
finished, and that wouldmean Test
cricketwouldbefinished.”

ENS

It's too early to talk about it right now, just after a
semifinal. Theseguyshavebeen terrific
performers for us.Wehave a couple of years to
reflect on it. There's some really goodquality
players here, so absolutely not the right time to
talk about this stuff or think about this stuff...”

SRIRAMVEERA
NOVEMBER10

NOINDIANbatsmenreallyhadanyanswers
to England’s leg-spinner Adil Rashid. Not
RohitSharma,whoalmosthackedtheballto
him once, not Virat Kohli, who couldn’t
stretch to the pitch of the dipping ball to
drive,barringonce,noone.
NotevenSuryakumarYadav.
ItwasonethingtroublingRohit,whowas

tryingtogotoohard,andKohli,whowastry-
ing to stretch himself inexorably hoping for
an error in length that never came, but that
YadavballwouldbereplayedatRashid’shome
inBradfordafewtimes,at theveryleast.
Surya had just tonked two fours off the

seamers–nothacking,but timing themsu-
perblyandlookedingreatnickwhenRashid
started to run in.
Forstarters, thepace.Loopilyslow,asif it

were drugged. Surya came outwith his bat
raised,butmusthaverealisedhewouldhave
to slow down everymovement of his. Not
easyashehadalreadychargedout.
Next, the loopy dip. To his credit, Surya

didhisbest toholdhisshape,adjusthisbat-
swing,but theballwasn’twhere itwassup-
posed to be. Instead, it fell down, anaes-
thetised, a stretch away from him. Now,
Suryahadtosomehowgetclosertoit,under
it, andalso impartpower.Noteasy.
Thencamethespin.If itwasjustastraight

ball,Suryamightstillhavemanagedtodoall
of the above. But once it spun, to adjust, he
hadtolosehisshape.Alreadydraggedoutof
his comfort zone, he still managed to con-
nect but couldn’t get the distance. Gone.
Rashidwouldpumphis fists androar in joy.
Awonderful leg-spinner’s wicket. One for
theages.

The backstory
ThestorygoesthatwhenRashidwasjust13,
he took 10wickets for 55 runs in a senior
gameintheBradfordleague.Impressed,the
local council of Bradford, amulti-racial dis-
trict in England with Muslims forming a
quarterof itspopulation,broughtinthegreat
Pakistani leggie Abdul Qadir to give five
coaching sessions to Adil. The love for leg-
spinwouldkickintoRashidandsoontheboy
begantomoveuptheranks incricket.

It would spike up further when Shane
Warne’smentorTerryJennerwouldlandup
at an opportune time. Jenner, a maverick
coach, would tell Adil’s father, who had
moved toBedford fromMirpur inPakistan-
controlled Kashmir when hewas 13: “Mr
Rashid, you’vegotagood leg-spinner there.
You’vedonea good jobwithhiswrist. Iwill
workwithhisheadanddeliverystride.”
ThefatherAbdulbuiltaroominthebase-

ment—23feetby28feet—forpractice.The
fatherandthreesons—Haroon,afastbowler,
Amar, and Adil — would practice with a
proper leather ball. Thewalls were dented
anditsplasterspeeledoff,buttheballcontin-
uedtoricochetoff them.Thepassionatedad
wouldorganisecrickettrainingwithclubsin
Lahore even on family holidays to Pakistan
during theChristmasvacation.
In July 2006, Rashid became the first

Muslimcricketer toplay for Yorkshire.Ona
hotdaywithadrypitchaidinghim, theboy
tooksixwickets, immediatelycueingupalot
of attentiononhim.
The early years, however, won’t go ac-

cordingtohowthefatherhaddreamed.Adil
would flit in andout of the team, at times it

felt hewas flitting in and out of love for the
game itself. He was even dropped by
Yorkshire in2012andGeoffreyBoycott had
been blunt in his assessment. “He’s never
progressed,that’sthesadpart.Youcan’t just
pickpeoplebecause theyare leg-spinners.”
EnteranotherPakistanspinner,Mushtaq

Ahmed.HehadworkedwithayoungRashid,
andhadseenhimimprovebutalsothenfade.
Then, oneday in 2014, hewas surprised

byacall. ItwasMarkRobinson,EnglandLions
coach,wantingtospeaktoMushy,whowas
England’sbowlingcoachthen,aboutRashid.
“Mushy,happynews,Adilhasimproved.”

How?“HehasgothisAllahback.”
Mushtaq told The Indian Express that he

wassurprisedandblurtedout,“Whydoyou
saythat?”Robinson’s replynailedtheprob-
lemthatwaspushingRashidbackuntilthen.
“Heno longer fears failures. Thatmental

weakness seems to have changed. He told
me that he now leaves the results to Allah,
and that has freedhim to bowlwell and fo-
cus on his bowling,” Mushtaq recalled
Robinson’s reply.
Mushtaqsoonnoticedtheimprovement.
“His action had become very compact.

Nothing that canbreakdownnow.By that I
mean, it’s a repeatable action. Everything is
wellaligned,andheusesthebodyalotmore.
And because of his high-arm action, his
googlies are deceptive,” Mushtaq told this
newspaperacoupleof yearsback.
Around that time, India batsman

CheteshwarPujara,whoplayedwithRashid
in county cricket, also told this newspaper
about thechallenges inRashid’sbowling.

Difficult to pick googly
“Unlike some other leg-spinnerswhose

googlies slowupas they loop itup fromthe
back of the hand, Adil maintains the same
paceon it ashisnormal leg-breaks.
Hehassortof aquickactiontooandthat

alsohelps.Adil likeswhenbatsmengoafter
him and that’s why he has been successful
in T20. His googlies and flippers then come
intoplaymore, andwith thebatsmen look-
ing to hit, they sometimesmiss to pick the
variations.”
Mushtaq’s and Pujara’s assessments

proved spot on yet again in the semi-final
againstIndia.Thequickarmandthebigheart
were inview.

Rashid’s day out: Keeping India’s batsmen in check, removing dangerman

AdilRashid(4-0-20-1)wasthemost
economicalbowler forEngland. AP
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Youth play a vital role in the progress of the state and the
country.The country's development can be given new
dimensions with creative thinking, energy and the ability of
youth. The Government of Rajasthan is taking historic
decisions for quality education, skill development and
employment of youth. Decisions such as Mukhyamantri Yuva
Sambal Yojana, Digi Fest, Rajiv Gandhi Rural Olympic Games,
Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Advance Technology and Rajiv Gandhi
Scholarship for Academic Excellence are big steps in this
direction. Now taking a step further, it has been decided to
dedicate the forthcoming budget of 2023-24 to youth. Around
45,000 suggestions were received during the last budget.
Suggestions are invited from all of you as they are important to
us inmaking the budget.

GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN #model_state_rajasthan

SUGGESTIONS
INVITED

BUDGET 2023-24
DEDICATED TO

YOUTH AND STUDENTS
Suggestions for the budget can be given on the website of the

Department of Finance https://finance.rajasthan.gov.in or at Office of the Director (Budget),
Department of Finance, Secretariat, Jaipur-302005 by December 31, 2022.

Ashok Gehlot, Chief Minister, Rajasthan

Department of Finance, Government of Rajasthan
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