BROADCASTING RIGHTSINDIA

State governments cannot enter into broadcasting on
their own: I&B Ministry
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Those already broadcasting their content have been told to get it done through
public broadcaster Prasar Bharati
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Exclusive privilege

Stating that the I&B Ministry was the nodal agency for all the matters related to
broadcasting, the advisory said the power of legislation on issues of “posts and telegraphs,
telephones, wireless, broadcasting and other like forms of communication” and exclusive
privilege to grant licences in respect of "telegraphs and power" rested with the Centre.

Functional independence


Yuvrajsinh Gohel

Yuvrajsinh Gohel

Yuvrajsinh Gohel

Yuvrajsinh Gohel

Yuvrajsinh Gohel


"The importance of Prasar Bharati, which is an independent statutory body, should also not
be lost sight of. The TRAI has suggested that the body should fulfil the legitimate
aspirations of government entities as regards broadcasting activities, while at the same
time recommending the 'arm’s length' relationship between Prasar Bharati and the
government be further strengthened to enhance its autonomy and functional
independence,' said the advisory.

To implement the latest decision, the entry of Central/State/Union Territory governments
into the broadcast activity for educational purposes would be allowed through Prasar
Bharati route via "suitable" agreements. All such existing activities would also have to be
brought under its purview. Till then, uninterrupted broadcast of the ongoing education
channels and other scheduled programmes would be allowed.
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