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Anantha
Nageswaran,

economist and
teacher, is CEA

i V Anantha
| Nageswaran

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

WITH THE Economic Survey to
be presented on Monday, and
the Union Budget for 2022-23 on
Tuesday, the Government an-
nounced the appointment of Dr
V Anantha Nageswaran as its
Chief Economic Advisor (CEA),
adding in a statement that he has
assumed charge.

Economist Nageswaran has
been an author, teacher and con-
sultant and has taught at several
business schools and institutes
of management in India and in
Singapore, the Union Finance
Ministry said in a statement. He
has written articles for The Indian
Express, including one in which
he listed the benefits of struc-
tural reforms set in motion on
November 8, 2016, through de-
monetisation.

The CEA plays a key role in
bringing out the Economic
Survey, which presents the eco-
nomic report card of the
Government during the year and
suggestions on possible reforms.
The Survey this year will likely
be a trimmed down version,
with only one volume as against
the usual two.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

RESOLUTION OF STRESSED ASSETS

Bad bank ready, 15 cases adding up to
Rs 50,000 cr to be shifted by March 31

Govt banks will hold majority in ARC; pvt banks will own 51% or more in debt resolution company

BUILD UP TO

BUDGET
202223

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 28

WITH JUST three days for Union
Budget 2022-23, a proposal by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman February 1 last year
to set up a ‘bad bank’ has been
cleared.

State Bank of India Chairman
Dinesh Khara Friday said the
proposed 'bad bank' has “now”
received all necessary permis-
sions including from the Reserve
Bank of India. It is ready to com-

mence operations with 15 cases
worth Rs 50,335 crore to be
transferred by March 31, he said.

Khara said public sector
banks will have a majority stake
in the National Asset
Reconstruction Company
Limited (NARCL) while private
banks will majorly own the India
Debt Resolution Company
Limited (IDRCL).

Sitharaman had in her
February 1,2021, Budget speech
proposed a new structure for
resolution of stressed assets.
"The high level of provisioning
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PROPOSED IN the first
term of the NDA govern-
ment, the bad bank has
finally been approved.
The new structure is ex-
pected to free up the bal-
ance sheet and help
banks in lending to pro-
ductive sectors.

Freeing
up bank
capital

by public sector banks of their
stressed assets calls for measures
to clean up the bank books. An
Asset Reconstruction Company
and Asset Management
Company would be set up to
consolidate and take over the ex-
isting stressed debt and then
manage and dispose of the as-
sets to Alternate Investment
Funds and other potential in-
vestors for eventual value reali-
sation," she had said.
SBI's Khara said there were
certain concerns being raised
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

India bought Pegasus
as part of defence deal
with Israel in 2017: NYT

Report: FBI bought spyware for domestic
surveillance but decided against its use

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

THE INDIAN government
bought Israeli spyware Pegasus
in 2017 as part of a $2-billion
package for weapons including
a missile system, The New York
Times reported Friday.

The year-long investigation,
the newspaper reported, re-
vealed that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, too, had bought
and tested the spyware “for
years with plans to use it for do-
mestic surveillance until the
agency finally decided last year
not to deploy the tools.”

The report details how the
spyware was used globally, by
Mexico to target journalists and
dissidents, and by Saudi Arabia
against women’s rights activists
and associates of columnist
Jamal Khashoggi who was killed

3rd wave has likely
peaked in India, key
indicators show

AMITABH SINHA
PUNE, JANUARY 28

THE DAILY national count of
Covid-19 cases has been falling
for aweek now. Active cases have
been going down for four days.
The weekly positivity rate has re-
mained almost stable for a week.

By all indications, the third
wave seems to have already
peaked, and it has happened at
alevel well below the peak of the
second wave.

The cases can rise again, but
current trends suggest that it is
unlikely to go very high. The re-
production number, or R, which
isameasure of how fast the virus
is spreading in the population,
has fallen below 1 after more
than a month, according to cal-
culations by researchers at
Chennai-based Institute of
Mathematical Sciences.

The R-value, which estimates
the number of people getting in-
fected by analready infected per-
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sononanaverage, had gone up to
almost 3, the highest during the
entire pandemic, in the first two
weeks of this month. This meant
that every infected person was
passing on the disease to at least
three more onanaverage, result-
ingin a very high speed of trans-
mission. However, this number
has fallen to 0.9 for the period be-
tween January 25 and 27, Sitabhra

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

by Saudi operatives. It says that
under a set of new deals licensed
by the Israeli Ministry of
Defence, Pegasus was provided
to Poland, Hungary and India,
and other countries.

Flagging Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s landmark visit
tolIsraelin]July 2017 - the first by
an Indian Prime Minister to that
country - the NYT report said
that visit came even as “India
had maintained a policy” of
what it called “commitment to
the Palestinian cause,” and “re
lations with Israel were frosty.”

"The Modi visit, however, was
notably cordial, complete with a
carefully staged moment of him
and Prime Minister [Benjamin]
Netanyahu walking together
barefoot on a local beach. They
had reason for the warm feelings.
Their countries had agreed on the
sale of a package of sophisticated

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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MACRON SPEAKS
WITH PUTIN TO COOL
UKRAINE TENSIONS

EYE ON STRATEGIC
TIES, INDIA CALLS
FOR PEACEFUL
RESOLUTION
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At the family’s residence in Dingucha village, Gandhinagar, on Friday. Nirmal Harindran

Gujarat family that froze to death
identified: “Took all winter clothes’

VAIBHAV JHA
DINGUCHA (GANDHINAGAR),
JANUARY 28

AROUND 6 AM on Friday, Baldev
Patel got the call from Canada that
he had been dreading. Friends
there told the elderly man in his
60s that the Canadian authorities
had confirmed that the four bod-
iesfound frozen to death near the
border with the US were that of
his son, daughter-in-law and two
grandchildren.

Itwas nine days after the fam-
ily, originally from Dingucha, lost
touch with the four, the last con-
versation being on January 19,
when they informed they had
reached Canada safely. The bodies

The four who died were identified as Jagdish Patel (39), wife
Vaishali (37), daughter Vihangi (11), son Dharmik (3)

had been discovered the same
day, near Manitoba on the
Canadian side of the border,

where temperatures drop as low
as-30degrees Celsius this time.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Hijab row: Udupi college asks students to opt for
online classes, local leaders cite divide & politics

KIRAN PARASHAR
UDUPI, JANUARY 28

“IF THE government thinks
wearing the hijabis a crime,and
does not allow my daughter to
attend the final exams, let her
stay at home... We want our
daughter to study well and excel
inlife but why are her rights be-
ing snatched?”

It's a decision driven by de-
spair. His daughter, a Class 12 stu-
dent, is among six Muslim girls
who have been denied entry into
their classrooms ata Government

R

The Government Pre-University College in Udupi. Express

Pre-University College in
Karnataka's Udupi since January
1 for wearing the hijab.

“We are being treated like
criminals for demanding the
fundamental right to practise
our religion. My classmates were
not allowed to talk to me and if
someone was seen talking to us,
they were pulled up,” said the
student.

Ever since these six students
were kept out of classrooms, the
issue has been gaining steam un-
til the college in communally po-
larised coastal Karnataka was

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Maharashtra: SC
sets aside House

action against
12 BJP MLASs

Suspension for a year illegal, can only
be for session term, says Bench

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

RULING THAT the Maharashtra
Assembly’s July 5, 2021 resolu-
tion suspending 12 BJP MLAs for
one year following alleged mis-
behaviour in the House was “un-
constitutional, substantively il-
legal and irrational”, the
Supreme Court said Friday that
the legislators could not have
been suspended beyond the
tenure of that session.

The BJP hailed the ruling, say-
ing it is a “vindication” of its
stand and “a huge setback” for
the ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi
coalition in the state.

The bench of Justices AM
Khanwilkar, Dinesh Maheshwari
and C T Ravikumar, ruling on a
pleaby the suspended MLAs, de-
clared the resolution “non estin
the eyes of law” and “ineffective
in law, insofar as the period be-

GOVT & POLITICS

BJP HAILS RULING,
MVASAYS WILL
STUDY ORDER
PAGE7

yond the remainder of the stated
Session in which the resolution
came to be passed”.

“Suffice it to observe that
one-year suspension is worse
than ‘expulsion’, ‘disqualifica-
tion’ or ‘resignation’ — insofar as
the right of the constituency to
be represented before the
House/Assembly is concerned.
Inthat, long suspension is bound
to affect the rights harsher than
expulsion wherein a mid-term
election is held within the spec-
ified time in terms of Section
151A of the 1951 Act, not later
than six months. Thus, the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Quota in promotions:
Top court says can’t
lay down yardstick

For State to collect quantifiable data on
inadequacy of representation: Bench

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

DECLINING TO dilute conditions
it had stipulated earlier for pro-
viding reservation in promotions
to Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, the Supreme
Court said Friday it “cannot lay
down any yardstick for deter-
mining inadequacy of” their
“representation” in public em-
ployment.

The bench of Justices L
Nageswara Rao, Sanjiv Khanna
and B R Gavai pointed out that
the courtevenin the past had re-
fused to lay down any yardstick
and had left it to states to deter-
mine the factors relevant for de-
ciding adequate representation,
depending upon the promo-

tional posts in question.

Reiterating the position, the
bench said “laying down of cri-
teria for determining the inade-
quacy of representation would
resultin curtailing the discretion
given to the State Governments.
In addition, the prevailing local
conditions, which may require
to be factored in, might not be
uniform”.

Pointing out that the court, in
its 2006 judgement in M Nagaraj
vs Union of India, had “made it
clear that the validity of law
made by the State Governments
providing reservation in promo-
tions shall be decided on a case-
to-case basis for the purpose of
establishing whether the inade-
quacy of representation is sup-
ported by quantifiable data”, the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JANUARY 28

HIS STUDENTS can decode all
the theories of science but can-
not understand how the Railway
Recruitment Board (RRB) thinks,
says Faisal Khan a.k.a Khan Sir.In
the protests that have broken out
in mainly Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh over recent RRB exam
results, the head of a coaching in-
stitute and popular YouTuber is
among six teachers booked on
the charges of instigating the ap-
plicants.

Khan, who has built a
YouTube following of 14.5 mil-

lion from his videos breaking
down intricate topics into easily
understandable details, denies
instigating the applicants.
However, the 29-year-old says,
the workings of the RRB are be-
yond his comprehension.
Talking to reporters on January
26, Khan said: "The RRB people
do not know the ground reality.”
Adding that the government
“can't be blamed for everything”,
he said it was good the Railways
has decided to hear out students.

Khan opened his G S
Research Centre at Patna coach-
ing hub Chak Musallahpur over
five years ago. The centre com-
prises a big hall with tin shade

that can accommodate about
1,000 students at a time.
However, Khan really took off
when he started his YouTube
channel in 2019, and soon
gained an audience for his videos
explaining things in Hindi, with
alot of vernacular and proverbs
thrownin.In 2021, he started an
app called 'Khan Sir Official', that
has one million-plus downloads.
A teacher in the area said
around 12,000-15,000 students
used to attend classes at G S
Centre in batches before Covid
struck. Khan has earlier said he
charges fees as per the paying ca-
pacity of a student. There is no
other teacher at the coaching

Faisal Khan, a.k.a. Khan Sir, has built a YouTube following of
14.5 million from his videos. Express
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centre though it does have a de-
voted “research team”.

The centre gives coaching for
examinations conducted by the
Railways, Staff Selection
Commission, State Teachers
Eligibility Test and Institute of
Banking Personnel Selection.

Khan did not reply to calls or
text messages, remaining un-
available since issuing a video
appeal to students on Thursday
night to maintain calm.

In an interaction with the
media on January 26 and 27, he
said he had never provoked stu-
dents nor told them to take to
the roads. But underlining the
anger, he pointed out that a “dig-

Khan Sir, the teacher who can explam all, but RRB: ‘Beyond me’

ital protest” by them had drawn

“some eight million tweets”. “I
just tweeted once, and it had
nothing provocative.”

Khan admitted though that,
during his classes, he told stu-
dents how the RRB had changed
the format for the exams, leav-
ing many applicants apprehen-
sive that they would not get the
jobs for which they had applied
backin2019. The forms released
at the time did not mention any
change.

"The RRB examinations are
very important. A government
job means a lot. I have two stu-
dents who work as daily wagers

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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BATAGUR BASKA: THE SUNDARBANS MAY BE THE LAST HOPE FOR THESE CRITICALLY

ENDANGERED RIVER TURTLES

Decline of habitat, threat from predators and the demand for turtle meat have, over the decades, led to
dwindling numbers of the Batagur baska in south Asia
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KAPIL SHARMA I'MNOT
DONE YET REVIEW

Indisciplined Netflix
standup special is for
the comedian’s fans
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Noise cancellation
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Express Conversations:
Ramchandra Guha

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Writer-historian Ramchandra Guha spoke
to Monojit Majumdar about the Indian
Republic, undermining of public
institutions, rewriting of history, and the
abandoning of national icons by the Cong,
allowing the BJP to appropriate them
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Bad bank ready

but eventually both NARCL and
IDRCL have requisite approval.
NARCL will acquire and aggre-
gate identified non-performing
asset (NPA) accounts from banks
while IDRCLwill handle the debt
resolution process, he said.

To a query on why there was
back and forth on the bad bank
structure with the RBI, Khara
said: “I think there is no differ-
ence in original construct and
what has finally come into exis-
tence. This is a structure which
has been envisaged for the first
time, and whatever time has
been taken, it is essentially to iron
out some of the issues which
could have possibly come up in
future. So, they have all been
ironed out and they have been
appropriately addressed. And so,
that the functioning of both enti-
ties should be smooth, and they
should beina position to achieve
the objective for which they're
brought into existence.”

Concerns mainly arose on the
dual ownership structure and
operational mechanism with the
setting up of two separate enti-
ties NARCL and IDRCL.

NARCL will acquire and ag-
gregate the identified NPA ac-
counts from Banks while IDRCL
under an exclusive arrangement
will handle the debt resolution
process. This exclusive arrange-
ment will be as per the scope de-
fined in the ‘Debt Management
Agreement’ to be executed be-
tween the two entities, Khara
said.

“This arrangement will be on
a ‘Principal-Agent’ basis and fi-
nal approvals and ownership for
the resolution shall lie with
NARCL as the Principal. This is as

per the structure originally en-
visaged,” he said.

Normally, a single entity to be
accountable as owner and for re-
covery of the assetsis in practice.
The Indian Banks Association
(IBA) s learnt to have wanted to
have the dual structure with
AMCas a privately held entity, to
be out of the purview of the reg-
ulatory entities. But now
"Principal and Agent mechanism'
has been put in place to address
regulatory concerns, wherein fi-
nal approvals will be done by
NARCL as the Principal.

The asset resolution will be
done inaphased manner. While
a total of 38 accounts aggregat-
ing Rs 82,845 crore have been
identified for transfer to NARCL,
itwill be done in a phased man-
ner. In the first phase, at least 15
accounts worth Rs 50,335 crore
will be transferred to the pro-
posed bad bank by March 31.

Initially, an estimated Rs 2
lakh crore worth of bad assets
was planned to be transferred to
the 'bad bank'. However, Khara
said some of these accounts have
already been resolved.

12 BJP MLAs

impugned resolution is unrea-
sonable, irrational, and arbitrary
and liable tobe setaside,” it said.
Pointing out that suspension
is a disciplinary measure, the
bench said suspension for a pe-
riod of one year “would assume
the character of punitive and
punishment worse than expul-
sion” as it “has the effect of cre-
ating a de facto vacancy though
notade jure vacancy”.
Suspension beyond the re-
mainder of the ongoing session
would also be “violative of basic
democratic values” as “the con-
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stituency would remain unrep-
resented in the Assembly” and
this “would also impact the dem-
ocratic set-up asa whole by per-
mitting the thin majority
Government (coalition
Government) of the day to ma-
nipulate the numbers of the
Opposition party in the House in
an undemocratic manner,” the
bench said.

“The Opposition will not be
able to effectively participate in
the discussion/debate in the
House owing to the constant fear
of its members being suspended
for a longer period” and “there
would be no purposeful or
meaningful debates but one in
terrorem and as per the whims
of the majority. That would not
be healthy for democracy as a
whole," it said.

Writing for the bench, Justice
Khanwilkar pointed out that the
“dispensation... to order with-
drawal of member (suspension)
is” contained in Rule 53 of the
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly Rules.

According to this, the
“Speaker may direct any mem-
ber who refuses to obey his de-
cision, or whose conductis, in his
opinion, grossly disorderly, to
withdraw immediately from the
Assembly” and “the member...
shall do so forthwith and shall
absent himself during the re-
mainder of the day’s meeting. If
any member is ordered to with-
draw a second time in the same
Session, the Speaker may direct
the member to absent himself
from the meetings of the
Assembly for any period not
longer than the remainder of the
Session”.

The Speaker, therefore, is ex-
pected to exercise the power
only in case of “grossly disor-
derly” conduct and “in a graded
objective manner”, the bench
said. It said: “Suspension beyond
the Session would be bordering
on punishing not only the mem-
ber concerned, but also in-
evitably impact the legitimate
rights of the constituency from
where the member had been
elected”.

It would “entail... unneces-
sary (unessential) deprivation.
And longer or excessive deprival
would not only be regarded as ir-
rational, but closer to or border-
ing on perversity,” it said.

3rd wave

Sinha, the lead researcher, said.
A value lower than 1 signifies
that the disease is in the decline
phase, since it is getting trans-
mitted to lesser number of peo-
ple per infected person.

Sinha said the R-values of
most of the states had also de-
clined below 1 during this pe-
riod. The states which still have
R-values greater than 1 include
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Telangana and Jammu and
Kashmir. But here also the R-val-
ues are showing a declining
trend. The only exception to this
is Mizoram where the reproduc-
tion number is still showing a
rise, Sinha said.

Thisdip in the R-valuesis get-
ting reflected in the daily case
counts as well. On Thursday, 2.51
lakh new cases were detected,
well below the 3.47 lakh that
were discovered a week earlier,
which remains the highest daily
countin the third wave so far. The
peak of the second wave was at
414 lakh.

Ifthe current trends hold, and
cases continue to decline, India
would have defied predictions of
the third wave peak reaching 8
or 10 lakh cases a day. Also,
India’s third wave trajectory
would be remarkably different
from most other badly affected
countries, where the peak of the
Omicron wave was two to four
times higher than their previous
peaks.

Of course, many more cases
are likely to have gone unde-
tected in India during the current
wave compared to the previous

two waves, because of the largely
asymptomatic nature of infec-
tions caused by the Omicron
variant. Also, a large number of
people probably never got them-
selves tested.

But while that could have
kept the official case count some-
what low, the fact that the posi-
tivity rate is now stabilising indi-
cates that the energy of the third
wave might actually be dissipat-
ing fast.

The weekly positivity rate
rose from less than 1 per cent in
the last week of December to a
shade below 17 per cent now, but
this has remained between 16
and 17 per cent for a week. Test
numbers have remained stable,
with 17-18 lakh samples being
tested every day on average for
the last two weeks.

Most of the states are report-
ing far fewer cases now than they
were doing a week ago, as a re-
sult of which active cases at the
national level have begun to
come down for the first timeina
month.

As on Thursday, there were
about 21 lakh active cases in the
country. Four days ago, this num-
ber was about 22.5 lakh, which
has been the highest level dur-
ing the third wave till now.
During the second wave, the ac-
tive cases had gone as high as 37
lakh. Atleast 16 states and union
territories have seen their active
cases decline in the last one
week.

Quota

bench said “therefore, we are of
the opinion that no yardstick can
be laid down by this Court for de-
termining the adequacy of rep-
resentation of SCs and STs in pro-
motional posts for the purpose
of providing reservation”.

The court said that “before
providing for reservation in pro-
motions to a cadre, the State is
obligated to collect quantifiable
data regarding inadequacy of
representation of SCs and STs”
but the exercise of collection of
information “cannot be with ref-
erence to the entire service or
‘class’/'group’, but it should be re-
latable to the grade/category of
post to which promotion is
sought”.

It said the “cadre which
should be the unit for the pur-
pose of collection of quantifiable
data in relation to promotional
posts would be meaningless if
data pertaining to representation
of SCs and STs is with reference
to the entire service”.

Stating that there should be
review of the data collected, it
said the period of review should
be “reasonable”.

The judgement came on ap-
peals by the Centre and States
which said they could not pro-
ceed with many promotions due
toambiguities in applying reser-
vation norms and urged the
court to clarify.

New CEA

After the previous CEA KV
Subramanian's three-year term
ended in December, several
names were shortlisted for the
position, including Pami Dua,
Professor, Delhi School of
Economics; Poonam Gupta,
Director General, National
Council of Applied Economic
Research (NCAER); and, Principal
Economic Adviser Sanjeev
Sanyal.

Nageswaran was the Dean of
the IFMR Graduate School of
Business and a Visiting Professor
of Economics at Krea University.
He has also been a part-time
member of the Economic
Advisory Council to the Prime
Minister from 2019 to 2021.

He holds a Post-Graduate
Diploma in Management from
the Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad, and
a doctoral degree from the
University of Massachusetts in
Ambherst. He is also the co-
founder of the Takshashila
Institution, a centre for research
and education in public policy.

Nageswaran has recently in
his columns stressed on the need
for post-Covid economic re-eval-
uation and the impact of the
pandemic on several sectors of
the economy.

Inarecentcolumnin Mint, he
had argued for the reopening of
educational institutions for a
healthier India.

Nageswaran's appointment
has also been welcomed by
those from across the political
aisle. “Having known Ananth
well for over a decade & co-au-
thored many articles with him, I
welcome his appointment...I'm
sure he will revive the lost intel-
lectual heft of the Office of the
CEAin the Finance Ministry,” said
Praveen Chakravarty, political
economist who heads the Data
Analytics department of the
Congress.

Gujarat family

At around 3 am on Friday
India time, the High Commission
in Ottawa issued a statement
identifying the four as Jagdish
Patel, 39, his wife Vaishali (37),
their daughter Vihangi(11), and
son Dharmik (3).

Baldev and his bedridden
wife Madhu Patel, also the
deputy sarpanch of Dingucha,
were at the village on Friday with
relatives for a 'besna’ ceremony.
With the cost of the return of the
bodies prohibitive, the cremation
will be performed in Canada.
Jaswant's cousin Jagdish, a
schoolteacher, said: "We are ab-
solutely devastated.”

Jagdish and wife Vaishali also
worked as schoolteachers, at dif-
ferent schools in Kalol and
Gandhinagar, till about three
years ago, when Jagdish joined
younger brother Mahendra
Patel's garment business in Kalol
city. A few months ago, the fam-
ily left the rented accommoda-
tion in Kalol and moved back to
their ancestral home in
Dingucha. As per local authori-
ties and police, a fortnight ago,
they left for Canadaonavisitors'
visa.

There is almost no house in
Dingucha with a resident who
does not live abroad, mostly the
US. And the Patels were not the
first to try and make it to America
somehow. The family admits
Jagdish hoped to make a “new
life” abroad, and that only his
parents and brothers knew
about his plans.

Amritbhai Patel, a relative,
says Baldev confessed this to him
a few days ago. "Jagdish had
packed all the winter clothes and
toys the children had. He left his
motorcycle for his father touse.”

Residents say migration of
people abroad began in the early
'90s. Of its total population of
3,280, Patidars and Thakors con-
stitute 40% each. Dingucha has a
government primary school, a
trust-funded public senior sec-
ondary school and acommunity
health care centre funded by the
villagers themselves. Agriculture
is the main occupation.

Wall paintings and billboards
in lane after lane advertise stu-
dent visas and permanent resi-
dency in Canada "with or with-
out I[ELTS".

Jayesh Chaudhary, the Talati
of the village, says: "There is no
record of the number of people
from the village overseas.
However, more than 50% of the
houses here remain locked since
the inhabitants are either in
Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar or
other countries."

Besides the four found dead
by the Canadian authorities, law
enforcement agencies on the
American side had detained
seven undocumented Indians.
Preliminary investigations indi-
cate all 11 were part of the same
groupillegally trying to enter the
US from Canada. A statement by
the USC Customs and Border
Protection Friday said the seven
would be deported to India soon.

Hijab row

ordered closed last week by lo-

cal authorities on account of a
Covid outbreak.

The college development
committee, which is headed by
BJP MLA K Raghupathi Bhat, has
now “suggested” that students
wearing the hijab to college must
opt for online classes until the is-
sue is resolved by the BJP state
government.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Karnataka Education
Minister B C Nagesh said: “We
have ordered for the formation
of a committee to look into the
uniform matter. We cannot
change it for one college. Once
the committee submits its re-
port, acall will be taken. We have
asked all the schools and colleges
across the state to maintain the
status quo.”

The state's Department of
Undergraduate Education does
not prescribe uniforms for its col-
leges, and individual govern-
ment colleges have come up
with their own rules in this re-
gard.

Atthe Udupi college, the stu-
dents claim the hijab was al-
lowed in class till a few years ago.
“But for the past few years, they
(college officials) have been ob-
jecting to it and asking us to re-
moveitinside the classroom. We
have been wanting to wear the
hijabin class but were repeatedly
denied permission. We decided
to go ahead now,” said one of
them.

Rudre Gowda, the college
principal, says the rule on hijab
has been in force since the col-
lege got established in 1985.
“According to the rule, the stu-
dents are allowed to wear the hi-
jab till they reach their desks.
Once the class starts, they have
to remove the hijab. This issue
started only at the end of
December and we don't know
why,” he said.

There is no state government
directive regarding a ban on the
hijab at any of its institutions.
Bengaluru-based lawyer
Maitreyi Krishnan points to a
Kerala High Court ruling in 2016
--onacase over a dress code for
the all-India pre-medical en-
trance test -- that banning the hi-
jabwould violate article 25(1) of
the Constitution on religious
freedom. “There are essential
rights in each faith and that can-
not be denied,” Krishnan said.

In Udupi, teachers and local
leaders feel the issue has gone
beyond their control. They are
now concerned that the contro-
versy could spread to other
schools and colleges in the dis-
trict since radical groups have
entered the fray “to generate po-
litical mileage”.

The Campus Front of India
(CFI), the student wing of
Popular Front of India (PFI), has
supported the students’ de-
mand. But Hindu Jagarana
Vedike general secretary Prakash
Kukkehalli has warned that
Hindu students will attend
classes with saffron shawls if the
hijabis allowed.

“We do not know how thisis-
sue cropped up but if this is not
addressed, itis going to spread to
other schools and colleges, pol-
luting the environment of edu-
cational institutions,” said Abdul
Rehman Razvi Kalkatta, secre-
tary of the Muslim co-ordination
committee for Udupi district.

The college has a strength of
about 700 students, including 76
Muslim students. On
Wednesday, MLA Bhat held a
meeting with Muslim leaders
and the principal,and suggested
that students unwilling to attend
classes without the hijab can
take up online classes.

According to local leaders
and officials, the roots of the con-
troversy lie in the growing polit-
ical clout in the region of Social
Democratic Party of India (SDPI),
the political wing of PFI. Last
month, the SDPIwon three seats
in the Udupi urban local body
polls, making inroads into the
traditional Congress vote base.

The students, however, insist
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their demand has no political
base. “We approached them
(CFI) to support the cause since
itis our fundamental right,” one
of the six students said.

Khan Sir

on the side. If they become sta-
tion masters, their lives would
change forever,” he told re-
porters, thanking Union Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw for
putting the exams on hold after
the protests.

While applicants took to the
streets and blocked rail lines in
both UP and Bihar, the maxi-
mum violence was in Bihar,
where students burnt empty
train coaches. The Indian Express
had reported that the two states
made up nearly 30% of the appli-
cants for the RRB exams.

In a recognition of how the
youth protest —and the police ac-
tionon them in UP - could back-
fire amid polls in five states, for-
mer Union minister and BJP
Patna Saheb MP Ravi Shankar
Prasad on Friday urged the gov-
ernment to hear them out.

Little is known about Khan's
background, and he does not say
much except that he belongs to
Gorakhpur in Eastern UP and
wanted to join the Army like his
elder brother. Crestfallen after re-
jection due to a medical condi-
tion, Khan has said, he wondered
for along time what to do.

In a video on his channel, he
said that with a degree in science
and a Masters in geography, he
decided to try out teaching. "I
started with just six students in
Patna. They told me I was good
atexplaining things. This is when
Idecided to pursue this field,” he
said.

About his style, his ease at ex-
plaining issues like the Galwan
Valley crisis - a video of it went
viral at the height of India-China
border tensions - Khan once
said: “Unless a teacher under-
stands the mind of an average
student, he cannot teach well.”

He said he liked doing the
Galwan video as he is fascinated
with defence subjects. “It is my
first love. However, a lecture
comes after several days of
preparation. There are occasions
when I spend nights at my stu-
dio, ” he said in an interview re-
cently.

In the wake of the RRB
protests and the case against
Khan, there has been an out-
pouring of support for him on so-
cial media.

Sometime back, there was a
controversy regarding Khan's
real identity. "How does it mat-
ter if [ am called Amit Singh or
Faisal Khan? Iam only a teacher
to my students. One has heard
about'Guru, Govind dou khade...
(underlining that if God and your
guru were both before you, a
wise man chooses the guru)',” he
said at the time.

He also said he revealed his
identity wherever necessary.
“What's in a name? Teachers
have no religion, I can recite
verses from the Quran and also
the Gayatri Mantra.”

On Friday, the Bihar Bandh
called by several student organ-
isations, and backed by
Opposition parties, was peace-
ful. While party workers were
seen at some places, the DM
said: "We were relieved to note
almost nil presence of students.
Itis good that Khan Sir appealed
to students. I met Khan and the
other teachers to say we do not
have any prejudice against
them.”

Asked about the case against
Khan and the others, the DM
said: "We are scrutinising the
facts. The administration will not
do anything that can aggravate
the problem.”

Unmarried, Khan has also
been fending off other, more
pleasant, rumours. " don't have
any control over them. Someone
said [ have two girlfriends, some
have declared me married...One
even rananews about my death.
My mother called me after learn-

ing about it,” he said in a video.

NYT on Pegasus

weapons and intelligence gear
worth roughly $2 billion — with
Pegasus and a missile system as
the centerpieces.”

The report mentioned that
months later Netanyahu, Israeli
Prime Minister at that time,
“made a rare state visit to India”
and in June 2019 “India voted in
support of Israel at the U.N.’s
Economic and Social Council to
deny observer status to a
Palestinian human rights organ-
ization, a first for the nation."

Until now, neither the Indian
Government nor the Israeli
Government has admitted that
India bought Pegasus.

Aglobal consortium of media
groups had revealed in July 2021
that the spyware had been used
by several governments around
the world to snoop on opponents,
journalists, businessmen etc.

The Indian leg of the investi-
gation, conducted by The Wire,
had reported thatamong the po-
tential list of targets were
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
political strategist Prashant
Kishor, the then Election
Commissioner Ashok Lavasa,
now Information and Technology
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw (who
was not the minister than),along
with several other prominent
names. The list also mentioned
numbers of around 40 journalists,
including three editors of The
Indian Express -- two currentand
one former.

Responding to the contro-
versy in Parliament on July18,
Vaishnaw said the report was a
“sensational” attempt “to malign
Indian democracy and its well es-
tablished institutions”. He had
said that India had established
protocols when it comes to sur-
veillance which were robust and
had “stood the test of time.”

“I'highlight...that NSO (the
maker of the spyware) has also
said that the list of countries
shown using Pegasusis incorrect.
Many countries mentioned are
not even our clients. It also said
that most of its clients are west-
ern countries. It is evident that
NSO has also clearly rubbished
the claimsin the report,” the min-
ister had stated.

In an interaction with The
Indian Express at Idea Exchange,
Israel's Ambassador toIndia, Naor
Gilon had said that “the export of
NSO, a private company, is under
supervision” of the Israeli govern-
ment. Asked if the Israeli govern-
mentwould know if NSO sold the
software to the Indian govern-
ment, he had said: “Every export
of this private company’s technol-
ogy has to go under licence.”

He said that NSO is a “private
Israeli company, which developed
a tool for countering terrorism
and probably saved lives.
Understanding the gravity of the
tool, Israel put export control
measures on the tool. So, they are
limited in their export to only gov-
ernment players and only certain
government players. Aboutall the
rumours or claims around it, I
have no knowledge about it.
WhenitcomestoIndia,it'sanin-
ternal political fight.”

Afteraround adozen petitions
filed against the alleged snooping
by the government the Supreme
CourtinOctober 27 appointed an
independent committee headed
by retired Justice RV Raveendran,
along with two experts.

The three-judge bench,
headed by Chief Justice NV
Ramana had said that the state
cannot get "a free pass every time
the spectre of ‘national security’
is raised”, as it ordered a “thor-
ough inquiry” into allegations of
unauthorised surveillance using
Pegasus. Earlier this month, the
panel had requested “any citizen
ofIndiawho has reasonable cause
tosuspect that his/her mobile has
been compromised due to spe-
cific usage of NSO Group Israel’s
Pegasus software” to contact
them. FULL REPORTS ON

www.indianexpress.com
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POLICE FILE REPORT IN HIGH COURT

Probe pending in over half of 758 riot
cases, b chargesheets filed in 3 months

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

SINCE OCTOBER 2021, the Delhi
Police has filed chargesheets in only
six cases registered in connection
with the 2020 Northeast Delhi ri-
ots even as investigation continues
to remain pending in more than
50% of the total 758 FIRs, the status
report filed by the police before
Delhi High Court reveals.

Even in cases where police
have already filed chargesheets
and declared that the probe is
completed, the supplementary in-
vestigation, according to the
agency, remains pending in more
than 64% of those cases.

2021 directed the police to file a
fresh status report containing de-
tails of all the cases which were reg-
istered in connection with the ri-
ots. Abunch of petitions connected
to the 2020 violence, including
those seeking an independent SIT
probe into the entire episode and
action against political leaders who
allegedly gave hate speeches prior
to it, are pending before the court.

In October, police had told the
court that chargesheets have been
filed in 361 cases.

In the status report placed be-
fore the court on Friday, police said
that chargesheets have been filed
in 367 cases and investigations are
pending in 384. Cancellation has
been filed in three cases while four

RIOT CASES

Cases Cases in which
quashed cancellation
byHC has been filed
4 in court
3
Cases
pending Cases in which
probe chargesheet has
384 been filed: 367

Courtlast year.In atleast 235 cases
out of the 367 cases where

lice said supplementary investiga-
tionis pending.

Atotal of 758 cases were regis-
tered in connection with the riots,
including 695 being investigated
by Northeast Delhi Police. Sixty-
two cases were transferred to the
Crime Branch and three dedicated
SITs have been set up to probe
them, said police, adding that one
of the cases alleging a larger con-
spiracy is being investigated by the
Special Cell.

According to police data, only
92 cases have reached the stage of
actual trial where prosecution evi-
dence is being presented. A total of
209 cases are at the stage of ‘argu-
ment on charge’.

While accused have been dis-

have taken place in four.

“All FIRs arising out of or regis-
tered in connection with the riots
which took place in Northeast dis-
trict in February and March 2020
have been or are being investigated
promptly and diligently in accor-
dance with law by the Delhi
Police,” said the agency in its reply
to the court.

With regard to the police case
alleging larger conspiracy behind
the riots, in which student activists
remain behind bars under the
UAPA, police Friday told the
court that the main chargesheet
followed by two supplementary
chargesheets has already been filed
before the trial court.

“Further investigation is in
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Inspired by movie, youths kidnap, kill boy

New Delhi: Two youths were arrested for
kidnapping an 18-year-old boy for Rs 10
lakh ransom before allegedly killing him in
North Delhi’s Burari. DCP (North) Sagar
Singh Kalsi said the accused, both aged 19,
and residents of Burari, were inspired by
Bollywood film Apaharan.

Police said one of them, who works as a
cleaner ata showroom, was friends with the
victim, Rohan. “The accused took Rohantoa

aransom of Rs 10 lakh. On Sunday around
11.30 pm, police were informed that Rohan
had left with the accused but didn’t return.
Rohan’s father runs abusiness,” said the DCP.

“The location of Rohan’s phone was
found at UP’s Moradabad. Around 200
CCTVs were analysed and one of the ac-
cused was apprehended in the early hours
of Wednesday,” Kalsi said. At his instance,
the body was recovered from a plot at Harit

The court had in November

FIRs were quashed by the High

chargesheets have been filed, po-

Umar Khalid bail hearing: SPP draws
parallels between riots and 9/11 attack

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

OPPOSING FORMER JNU student
UmarKhalid's bailina UAPA case
connected to the Northeast Delhi
riots, the prosecution Friday
drew parallels between the plan-
ning of the riots and the 9/11 ter-
ror attack in the United States.

Addressing Additional
Sessions Judge Amitabh Rawat,
Special Public Prosecutor Amit
Prasad said that even though
Khalid’s lawyer, senior advocate
Trideep Pais, talked about a web
series, The Trial of the Chicago 7,
during his arguments, “what was
more relevant to be referred to
was probably the incident of 9/11
whichis very well reflected here”.

“Just before 9/11 happened
when all people were involved,
they reached a particular place
and took training. A month prior
to that, they moved to their re-
spective positions. That is what
is relevant in this case also,”
Prasad told the court.

The SPP added, “The person
who was behind 9/11 never vis-
ited the US. The conspiracy
meeting happened in Malaysia.
There were no WhatsApp chats
available at the time. Today we

DU issues
notification on
discontinuation
of M.Phil
programmes

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI|, JANUARY 28

DELHIUNIVERSITY hasissued an
official notification that its exist-
ing M.Phil programme will be
discontinued from the coming
academic year, in line withits de-
cision toimplement the National
Education Policy.

In a marathon meeting in
August 2021, the university’s
Academic Council had passed the
proposal to implement the NEP
2020 from the coming academic
year, with 16 elected members
dissenting. This wenton tobe ap-
proved by the Executive Council
as well. This entails that the
University will shift to a four-year
undergraduate programme from
2022-2023 and scrap its M.Phil
programmes.

The latest notification from
the office of the Chairperson
Research Council states, “In the
light of E.C. Resolution No. 8 dated
31.08.2021, the existing M.Phil
Programme run by various
Departments of the University of
Delhi will be discontinued from
the Academic Year 2022-2023 in
line with the NEP 2020.”

As of the current academic
year, DU offered 39 M.Phil pro-
grammes in diverse areas of study
such as History, Mathematics,
Education, Economics,
Library Information Science,
Anthropology, Social Work, and
languages such as Hindi, Sanskrit,
Punjabi, Arabic and Italian.

As for the implementation of
the four-year undergraduate pro-
gramme, the University is cur-
rently seeking suggestions and
feedback on a draft undergradu-
ate curriculum framework it has
created to this end.

Umar
Khalid was
arrested in
aDelhi
riots UAPA
case

have documents available that
he was part of the group. There
is a foundation to show that vi-
olence is likely to happen.”

The SPP also told the court
that Khalid’s concern for mob
lynching was selective, and to
corroborate his arguments,
spoke about an incident from his
own childhood: “When [ was a
kid, I told my father I wanted a
pet; which breeds should I go
for? My father told me don’t
bother for a breed and pick any
pup from the road... My friend
is very concerned about mob
lynching... (but) mob lynching
for him s selective. His concern
is equally selective. I (Umar)
claim myself to be atheist and
not religious. That is the way he
wants to portray himself.”

Prasad argued that the issue
for the accused was “not CAA-
NRCbut the issue was you had to
somehow embarrass the govern-
ment and take steps which will

reflect in international media”.

Arguing that Khalid was
Sharjeel Imam’s mentor, the SPP
said both of them were “two
sides of the same coin”. Prasad
spoke about Imam invoking
three issues — Babri Masjid dem-
olition, Ayodhya and Triple Talaq
— in his speeches. He conceded
that Babri and Ayodhya may be
religious in nature but told the
court that the “issue of Article
370 was not connected with reli-
gion. You are trying to makeitan
issue for the whole of India and
somehow want to colour it”.

“A lot of arguments were
made that the investigation is
communal. You associate with
people who do not believe in
democracy, nationalism and

courts and the Constitution,”
Prasad told the court.

He further said the accused
used to speak about saving the
Tricolour, but during the secret
meeting where the conspiracy of
the riots was hatched, the
“Constitution was missing but a
book on the RSS can be seen”.

“Where the Constitution is
missing you have an RSS book.
You won't even keep Tricolour.
You will keep a book on RSS,”
Prasad told the court.

On the last date of hearing,
the SPP told the court that all 25
sites, where anti-CAA protests
were held in Delhi, were picked
because of their proximity to
mosques, but were “purpose-
fully given secular names”.

charged in five cases, acquittals

progress,” it said.

birthday party and they planned to demand

Gangster Neeraj Bawana’s
associate shot 18 times

New Delhi: An associate of jailed
gangster Neeraj Bawana was shot
dead by three armed assailants,
who fired at him 18 times, in
Outer-Northdistrict’s Alipur area
on Thursday night.

Preliminary investigation by
police revealed that the gang
members of slain gangster
Jitender Gogi were allegedly be-
hind the murder. Police also
found that the day of the inci-
dent fell on Gogi’s birthday —
January 27.

DCP (Outer-North district)
Brijendra Kumar Yadav said,
“Three PCR calls were received
around 10.44 pm on Thursday
night that unknown persons
have shot a man. The deceased,
identified as Pramod Kumar
(38),aresident of Hiranki Village,
was taken to Max hospital in

Haidarpur where he was de-
clared dead on arrival. We found
9 empty cartridges at the crime
scene.”

“The body was sent to the
mortuary for a post-mortem.
Pramod was involved in an at-
tempt to murder and Arms Act
cases. He was alsoinvolved in the
escape of gangster Amit Bhura
from police custody and was ear-
lier arrested by the Special Cell as
well,” DCP Yadav said.

Police said CCTV footage
showed the three assailants,
who were on abike, stopping the
victim, who was walking outside
his home along with his friend.
“They executed the crime with
the intention to kill the victim
and did not harm his friend.
After killing him, they fled,” an
officer said. ENS

Vihar, and his associate was nabbed. ENS
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Birla Institute of Technology & Science, Pilani

Pilani Campus
Department of Management

Admission Notice

M BAin Business Analytics

Two-year On-Campus Programme at Pilani Campus
Master the Business Acumen Powered by Analytics

Institute of Eminence

Hands-on laboratory sessions and innovative teaching pedagogies
Legendary alumni network of BITS Pilani for mentorship

Possibility of international immersion

Six months' paid internship
Financial assistance through teaching assistantship

High ROI

Eligibility: BTech/ BE/ BPharma/ BArch/ MCA/ MSc/ First Degree
of BITS Pilani or equivalent, with minimum 60% in aggregate or
equivalent CGPA in the Qualifying Degree.

The applicant should have taken mathematics/statistics as a subject
in 12" standard with at least 60% marks in either of these subjects.
Admission through Business Analytics Aptitude Test (BAAT).
Performance in CAT / XAT / GMAT and work experience will be given
due consideration.
= Last date to apply: 21 Feb 2022
= For more details, visit https://bitsadmission.com/mba/
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NO. CWC/CO/PN/2021-22
(E NIT_CO/Engg -37/21-22)

PRESS NOTICE
CWC invites on-line tenders from the contractors for the following work:

Sr. Estimated | Last date
No. Name of Work ost of on-line
(Rs. Lakh) |sub n
1. | Civil & electrical works of renovation & repair in CWC |Rs. 633.46| 24.02.2022
flats at Mayur Vihar, Delhi.

Detailed Tender Notice along with Conditions of Contract and Notice Inviting E-
Tender may be seen and downloaded from the CWC’s website
www.cewacor.nic.in or e-tender website www.cwceprocure.com or CPP Portal
http://eprocure.gov.in/epublish/app. Further Corrigendum/Addendum to this

Tender, if any, will be published on above websites only Press advertisement in
Newspapers shall not be issued for the same.
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Saving Amount:
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Policy Benefits:

= Life Risk Cover Available
= Guaranteed Additions:
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" Policy Maturity:
Unit Fund Value
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Sr.
No.

Particulars

@ NATIONAL BANK FOR AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Head Office: Plot No. C-24, G Block, Bandra-Kurla Complex,
Bandra (E) Mumbai 400051. Website: www.nabard.org

3 months
ended

31 Dec
2021
Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited

3 months
ended
30 Sep

2021

1 Interest earned (a)+(b)+(c)+(d) 8,987.28 9,249.65 8,642.19
(a) Interest on loans and advances 8,213.56 8,300.16 7,735.48
(b) Income on investments 773.72 949.49 906.71
(¢) Interest on balances with Reserve Bank 0.00 0.00 0.00
of India and other inter bank funds
(d) Others 0.00 0.00 0.00
2 | Other Income 72.70 -24.22 5.37
3 Total Income (1+2) 9,059.98 9,225.43 8,647.56
4 Interest Expended 6,533.15 6,478.74 6,155.08
5 Operating Expenses (i) + (ii) 542.84 582.95 343.28
(i) Employees cost 427.47 471.09 256.29
(ii) Other operating expenses 115.37 111.86 86.99
6 | Total Expenditure (4+5) excluding 7,075.99 7,061.69 6,498.36
provisions and contingencies
7 Operating Profit before Provisions 1,983.99 2,163.74 2,149.20
and Contingencies (3-6)
8 Provisions (other than tax) and Contingencies 210.33 619.53 646.33
9 Exceptional Items 0.00 0.00 0.00
10 | Profit (+)/Loss (-) from Ordinary 1,773.66 1,544.21 1,502.87
Activities before tax (7-8-9)
11 | Tax expenses 438.45 392.23 381.73
12 | Net Profit (+)/Loss (-) from Ordinary 1,335.21 1,151.98 1,121.14
Activities after tax (10-11)
13 | Extraordinary items (net of tax expense) 0.00 0.00 0.00
14 | Net Profit (+) / Loss (-) for the 1,335.21 1,151.98 1,121.14
period (12-13)
15 | Paid-up capital 16,580.00 15,580.00 15,080.00
16 | Reserves excluding Revaluation Reserves (as
per balance sheet of previous accounting year)
17 | Net Worth 58,368.34 56,092.34 52,395.89
18 | Analytical Ratios
(i) Capital Adequacy Ratio 19.43% 21.67% 21.32%
(ii) Earnings Per Share (EPS) NA NA NA
(iii) Debt Equity Ratio 9.65 9.50 9.28
19 | NPA Ratios
(a) Gross NPA 2,058.32 2,059.19 1,240.45
(b) Net NPA 409.63 409.63 0.00
(c) % of Gross NPA to Gross loans & advances 0.34 0.36 0.24
(d) % of Net NPA to Net loans & advances 0.07 0.07 0.00
20 | Return on Assets 0.81% 0.72% 0.79%

[on=
AZadI Ka
Amrit Mahotsav

STANDALONE FINANCIAL RESULTS (UNAUDITED) FOR PERIOD ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2021

[ crore)
9 months 9 months | 9 months
ended ended ended
31 Dec 31 Dec 31 March
2021 2020 2020
Unaudited | Audited
27,386.57 | 25,961.59 | 34,569.13
24,883.57 23,044.41 31,196.24
2,503.00 2,017.18 3,372.89
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
70.03 23.65 102.04
27,456.60 | 25,985.24| 34,671.17
19,539.88 18,173.14 |  24,219.55
1,639.26 1,663.74 2,120.95
1,321.26 1,408.52 1,683.00
318.00 255.22 437.95
21,179.14 | 19,836.88 | 26,340.50
6,277.46 6,148.36 | 8,330.67
1,034.82 1,480.18 2,249.26
0.00 0.00 0.00
5,242.64 4,668.18 6,081.41
1,319.57 1,185.72 1,761.45
3,923.07 3,482.46 | 4,319.96
0.00 0.00 0.00
3,923.07 3,482.46 | 4,319.96
16,580.00 15,080.00 | 15,080.00
38,551.91
58,368.34 52,395.89 | 53,004.48
19.43% 21.32% 18.80%
NA NA NA
9.65 9.28 10.42
2,058.32 1,240.45 1,240.88
409.63 0.00 0.00
0.34 0.24 0.21
0.07 0.00 0.00
0.81% 0.84% 0.76%

1)
2)
3)

4)

9)
Place : Mumbai
Date : January 28, 2022

Mg El'é >> ql 29T El'é | > | @ | f /Ilabal‘donline | Taking Rural India >> Forward

NA = Not Applicable
Notes:

Return on Assets = Net Profit (after tax) divided by total average assets

The financial results were reviewed by Audit Committee of the Board and approved by the Board in its meeting held on 28 Jan 2022 at
Mumbai and are subjected to ‘Limited Review’ by our Statutory Auditors.
The amounts for three month ended 31 December 2021 are balancing figures between the amounts as per financial statements for the nine
months ended 31 December 2021 and halfyear ended 30 September 2021.
The amounts for three month ended 31 December 2020 are balancing figures between the amounts as per financial statements for the nine
months ended 31 December 2020 and halfyear ended 30 September 2020.
Provisions and Contingencies for the period ended 31 December 2021 includes Floating Provision of 3 500 crore. (Previous corresponding

periodX 500 crore).

During the nine months ended December 31, 2021 GOI contributed 1,500 crore towards the capital of NABARD.
The management of the Bank assessed the impact of the COVID19 considering its internal and external inputs for ascertaining the same on
the financial reporting numbers. In the opinion of the management of the Bank, such impact on the reported numbers would not be

significant.

Asper RBI’s letter dated May 15, 2019, the implementation of Ind AS has been deferred for AIFI’s until further notice.
The financial results for the quarter and nine months ended December 31, 2021 have been arrived at after considering provision for non-
performing assets, restructured assets, standard assets, depreciation on investments on the basis of prudential norms issued by Reserve
Bank of India and other usual and necessary provisions including employee benefits, other operating expenses, depreciation on fixed assets,
income tax made on estimate / proportionate basis wherever required and subject to adjustments as at the year end.
Previous period figures have been regrouped / rearranged wherever necessary.

Dr. G. R. Chintala

Chairman

New Delhi
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VACCINATIONSIN | OMICRON DELHI: TOTAL Total |Vacant | NOIDA
LAST24HOURS | CASES CASES HOSPITAL BEDS 15,428 | 13,565 Jan27|Jan28
70,267 549 18,19,332 |icusens 4,448 13753 | cCases |506 |376
. Cases | Recoveries | Deaths | Tests Deaths |2 0
PATIENTSINHOSPITAL: 1805 |/ | 50 | “0307 | 34 | 445 | suneaon
OXYGEN SUPPORT 853 | e aom | Ron 55 | Hod Cases (1671 1545
IN THE CAPITAL  VENTILATOR SUPPORT 151 | Toral 129752 | 1764411 1 25,769 | 34739495 :
*Total active cases in Delhi Deaths |3 3

9 ARRESTED, 2 MINORS APPREHENDED: POLICE

Woman raped and paraded: Fear made
family live in secret for two months

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

FEARING THAT his family could
be attacked anytime, the hus-
band of a young woman, who
was allegedly gangraped by her
neighbours and paraded on the
streets in Delhi’s Shahdara dis-
trict, said they had moved to a
new house two months ago and
were “living in secret”.

Such was the fear of the ac-
cused, he said, that his parents
asked him and his wife to leave
home and shift elsewhere. “Even
my family couldn’t stand by us
and asked us to leave. What they
did to my wife has scarred us for
life,” the woman’s husband told
The Indian Express on Friday.

On Wednesday, some of the
accused barged into the
woman’s house and abducted

— BRIEFLY —

SDMCtogive
bicycles to
Class IV
studentsin
its schools

New Delhi: Bicycles will
be provided to 5% of mer-
itorious students in Class
IV studying in South MCD
schools, the municipal
corporation announced
Friday. The move comes
ahead of the civic polls
slated for April. Education
committee head Nitika
Sharma said bicycles will
be given to students
based on their academic
performance in ClassIIl. A
proposal in this regard
was approved in the
South MCD’s standing
committee meeting on
Friday.

Hit by tanker,
security

guarddies

New Delhi: A security
guard died after allegedly
being hit by a water tanker
in Southwest Delhi’s
Sarojini Nagar Friday
morning. According to po-
lice, the incident came to
light around 6.15 am after
they received a call about
the accident. “The victim,
Jai Parkash Bharti, a resi-
dent of Pilanji village, was
a guard at a private secu-
rity firm. He was hit by a
water tanker near Sarojini
Nagar market. The offend-
ing vehicle drove away
from the spot,” a senior
police officer said. A case
under relevant sections
has been registered. The
offending vehicle has
been identified with the
help of CCTV camerasand
a team has been sent to
nab the accused, police
said. ENS

her. Following the assault, they
chopped her hair and forced her
to wear a garland of slippers
around her neck. “I was at work
whenIgot a call from my neigh-
bour that my wife was taken
away by some women from our
house. | immediately called the
police control room,” said the
husband, who works in house-
keeping at a hotel.

Police had said the motive
appears to be personal enmity.
“We have been told that one of
the family members of the ac-
cused, aged around 15 or 16, was
stalking the woman and had also
proposed to her, which she re-
jected. On November 12 last
year, he left home and allegedly
committed suicide by jumping
in front of a train. The family
blamed the woman and wanted
revenge,” an officer had said.

Narrating the sequence of
events, the husband said there

was no flour at home and shops
were shut on account of
Republic Day: “My wife asked
her sister to bring her some flour.
The accused followed her to our
home and abducted my wife.
She is traumatised...”

The victim’s younger sister
also alleged she was being ha-
rassed by the accused and had
filed a police complaint a week
before the incident, but no action
was taken.

The Indian Express accessed
her complaint, in which she al-
leged: “Iwas attacked and beaten
uponJanuary19.. We had anau-
torickshaw that they burnt
down. I used to work at a shop...
but (they)broke in and didn’t let
me work. When [ stay at home,
their women come and thrash
me. When I step out, they... ha-
rass me.lamalone... sir, help me.
These people say that they aren’t
scared of the police...(They)don’'t

let me work or earn any money.
How am I supposed to run my
house? I am in danger... They
threaten me...izzat ki jaan ki...”

She also alleged that their
aunt who came to visit them was
also harassed and thrashed by
the accused.

A senior police officer said,
“We received a PCR call from a
family member alleging that
their aunt was harassed. We
went to the spot, spoke to both
parties, and the matter was re-
solved. We have seen the
woman’s complaint and are
looking into it.”

Meanwhile, the husband has
been staying at friend’s flat for
the past two days and has
dropped off their toddler with a
relative. “My wife and [ were be-
ing harassed by the accused fora
year. After a point, my family
members refused to stand by us.
We had filed several police com-

plaints, but they (the accused)
also filed fake cross complaints.
Police asked us to compromise
and told us to callif further prob-
lems arise. Finally, | moved to a
rented accommodation with my
wife and child two months ago
without informing anyone... We
lived there in secret. My salary is
Rs 15,000, and I was paying a
rent of Rs 4,500,” he said.

On the family’s allegations,
R Sathiyasundaram, DCP
(Shahdara), said, “As of now, we
are arresting the accused. We will
conduct an enquiry to find out
the status of their complaints.”

Police on Friday said they
have arrested two more people,
a man aged 37 and a woman
aged 40, in connection with the
case. “A total of 11 people have
been nabbed, including eight
women and two minors. Two
other accused are on the run,” a
senior police officer said.

P,
Pii.

(RE)OPEN FOR BUSINESS

Astaffer at a restaurant sanitises tables before it reopens for customers, Friday. Restaurants can open at 50% capacity from 8
am to 10 pm as the night curfew restriction is still in place. Praveen Khanna

Pollution certificates to be made
mandatory for refuelling vehicles

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

A POLLUTION under control
(PUC) certificate will soon be
made mandatory for refuelling
at petrol pumps in Delhi, with the
government issuing a draft noti-
fication in this regard and invit-
ing suggestions from the public.

Vehicle owners will be re-
quired to carry the PUC certifi-
cate to the pump and if it is found
to be invalid, it will have to be
reissued.

The government is also con-
sidering methods to implement
the policy, including radio fre-
quency identification (RFID) to
check PUC certificates in order to
avoid queues at pumps, it said.
However, these methods have
not yet been finalised.

The city has 966 registered

Vehicle owners will be required to carry the PUC certificate
to the pump and if it is found to be invalid, it will have to be

reissued. Archive

centres thatissue PUC certificates
to ensure that vehicles comply
with emission norms.
Environment Minister Gopal
Rai said, “North India, including
Delhi, faces grave air pollution par-
ticularly in winter. With this policy

in place, vehicles will be man-
dated to have their PUC certificate
with them at the fuelling station.
Pollutionlevels of every single ve-
hicle will be kept in check from
time to time. The policy will effec-
tively help us ensure that pollut-

ingvehiclesdonotplyin Delhiand
residents can enjoy cleaner air.”

A communication from the
Delhi government said that en-
forcement of PUC certification
was found to be effective when
conducted at fuel pumps. In
October last year, the Transport
Department had issued a circu-
lar deploying enforcement staff
at petrol pumps to check PUC
certificates of vehicles that came
in for refuelling. This was in an-
ticipation of air pollution levels
rising in winter.

According to the Decision
Support System for Air Quality
Management in Delhi, which
uses a modelling method to as-
certain the contribution of dif-
ferent sectors to particulate mat-
ter levels, the transport sector
was estimated to contribute
around 13.38% of the PM 2.5 lev-
elsin the city on Friday.

Nuh: Locals, farmers protest at construction site

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
NUH, JANUARY 28

A GROUP of over 150 locals and
farmers from 9 villages in Nuh
staged a protest ata construction
site owned by a foreign firm in
IMT Sohna Friday morning, al-
leging that the administration
had reneged on the terms and
conditions of an agreement in
2015, years after it had acquired
land from the farmers.

The farmers, including repre-
sentatives of Bharatiya Kisan
Union (BKU) Haryana, sat at the
entrance of the site to try and stop
work. They issued an ultimatum
to the administration, warning
that they will start an agitation if
their demands were not met. The
site was acquired by a Japanese
firm and now a Chinese construc-
tion company has been con-
tracted to build a factory there.

At3.30 pm,adelegation of 13
leaders from a committee of pro-

A group of 150 people sat down at the entrance of the site,
owned by a foreign firm, in IMT Sohna on Friday morning

testers met district administra-
tion officials, including the
deputy commissioner, and de-
ferred the protest till February 2
but said they will resume it if
there was no headway till then.
Capt. Shakti Singh, deputy
commissioner, Nuh, said the is-
sue was related to employment
at the site between some local
groupsin these villages: “We have

discussed the grievances with a
delegation of the protesters and
will find a solution soon. At the
same time, we will ensure that
law and order is maintained.”

In 2012, people from these 9
villages had protested for several
months demanding increased
compensation forover 1,600 acres
ofland, whichwasacquired by the
Haryana State Industrial and

Infrastructure Development
Corporation (HSIIDC) in 2009-10
for developing an Industrial Model
Township in the district.

Imran Khan, a resident of
Kheri village, said an agreement
had been reached in 2015
whereby HSIIDC agreed to un-
dertake development projects
related to sewerage, power, wa-
ter supply, schools, and burial
grounds: “The agreement
stated that in the industries set
up in IMT and development
work, priority in employment
will be given to local youth....
Other demands related to pay-
ment of royalty to land owners
and allotment of land for 100 sq
yard plots to some villagers.
Since the administration failed
to fulfill these demands, we are
protesting.”

Ravi Azad, a BKU leader from
Haryana, alleged farmers were
assaulted by some goons at the
site: “... The people have notbeen
paid due compensationand can’t

approach courts as per affidavits...
Action should be taken against
those who assaulted farmers and
raised anti-farmer slogans.”

He added that BKU Haryana
supported the decision of the
committee and if required, an
agitation would be started,
which would “shake the founda-
tions of the government”.

Some local villagers, who
have been employed with sub-
contractors at the site, alleged
that the protesters were not
farmers. A sub-contractor from
Kheri village, who supplied
labour at the site, requesting
anonymity, said, “They are using
the farmers protest so that their
own associates are allotted ten-
ders for labour and trucks. For
the past two months since work
started, they have used several
intimidating tactics...”

Waseem, former sarpanch of
Kheri village, said, “These are
pressure tactics by a small group
from these villages to stall work.”

Covid test prices slashed,
most pvt labs working with
govt yet to come on board

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

ONLY 25 of the 70 private labora-
tories in Delhi that were conduct-
ing RT-PCR tests for the govern-
ment have so far consented to the
lower prices seta week ago, with
the government having to extend
the deadline to February first
week for others to join.

Last Thursday, the Delhi gov-
ernment had slashed prices for
the RT-PCR test to Rs 200 for sam-
ples collected by the government
and Rs 300 for samples collected
by laboratories at the behest of
the government. The government
had been paying private labs Rs
300and Rs400respectively since
August last year, when the prices
were last revised.

“The deadline for laborato-
ries to consent to the revised
prices offered by the govern-
ment for testing has been ex-
tended to February first week. By
then, we hope that almost all
labs will join,” said a senior gov-
ernment official.

Amajority of Delhi’'s quoted 3
lakh RT-PCR testing capability
comes from private laboratories
that were either set up or ex-
panded during the last two years.
Government laboratories in
Delhi’s hospitals, including the ca-
pacity of central labs such as those
atthe National Centre for Disease
Control and National Institute of
Biologicals-Noida, add up to only
about 8,500 tests a day.

The official added, “This time,
instead of asking labs to tell us the
peak capacity, we have asked
them to share details of the ma-
chines that they have, the man-
power, etc, to calculate how
many tests can realistically be
done inaday. Usually, the capac-
ity drops when there isasurge in
cases because lab employees
start falling sick, there is wear and
tear of the machines when they
are run continuously, and some-
times there is a shortage of kits.”

Delhi’s testing capacity had
dropped by a third of its 1 lakh
peak capacity during the delta
wave in April-May last year.

The labs that haven't sent in
their consent to the government,
however, still have to charge the
revised prices to people directly
coming to them.

In the same order last week,
the government had also slashed
the prices toRs 300 for people di-
rectly giving samples at a private
lab or hospital and Rs 500 if the
samples are collected from home.
The prices were previously fixed
atRs 500 forlab collectionandRs
700 for home collection.

“Even in the worst of situa-
tions, Delhi can do around 1.75
lakh to 2 lakh tests perhaps with

‘ﬂ" REVISED RATES

J

> Current Previous
B RT-PCR test where samples 3200 | X300
are collected by govt

B RT-PCR test where samples are 3300 | X400
collected by pvt labs for govt

B RT-PCR test where samples are 3300 | X500
given by patient at pvt hospital or lab

B RT-PCR tests where samples 3500 | X700
are collected at home

M Rapid Antigen Test 3100 | X300

RANDOM TESTING
RESTARTED

New Delhi: Withrestrictions
being eased at markets and
malls from Friday, the dis-
trict administrations have
restarted random testing at
Metro stations and public
places. “The districts have
also strengthened enforce-
ment at markets to maintain
social distancing and Covid
appropriate behaviour.
Random tests are being con-
ducted to curb the spread of
the virus,” said a senior dis-
trict official, on condition of
anonymity. Random testing
was stopped from January
12 after the ICMR guidelines
directed that tests be done
only for symptomatic and
co-morbid patients who
have come in contact with
positive cases. Meanwhile,
Delhi recorded 4,044 fresh
cases on Friday, justover 200
cases short of the previous
day’s 4,291 when the tally
dropped below the 5,000-
mark for the first time since
the current surge began. The
positivity rate stood at 8.60%,
with just 47,042 tests con-
ducted. The capital also
recorded 25 deaths. ENS

the capacity of all the labs,” the
official said.

Even as the government re-
mains hopeful that all the labs
will join, labs remain dissatisfied
as they get paid lower rates and
have outstanding bills. “I have al-
ready invested in the machines,
paid my technicians and micro-
biologists, paid for the mainte-
nance of the lab and machines.
But [ am yet to get paid by the
government; my survival is at
stake. The outstanding bills are
worth crores,” said the owner of
a private laboratory in the city.

The lab said they have
stopped collecting samples from
home unless it is extremely close
to them and will stop conduct-

Relief for farmers
who lost crops due
to unseasonal rain

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

THE DELHI cabinet Friday ap-
proved ex-gratia relief of Rs
20,000 per acre to farmers whose
lands were damaged by unsea-
sonal rains last year.

In September-October, sev-
eral acres of farmland were dam-
aged due to incessant rain and
waterlogging in fields owing to
flooding in nearby natural drains.
Following requests by farmers,
the government had sent several
teams to assess the situation on
the ground in October.

The settlement will be paid
as per the damage caused. If it is
found to be 70% or less, the rec-
ompense will be 70% of the
amount. If the assessed loss is
more than 70%, Rs 20,000 per
acre will be paid fully.

According to the revenue de-
partment’s order issued Friday,
farmers claiming ex-gratia must
have records proving ownership
of the land that was damaged
lastyear. “Compensation will not
be paid to landowners who are
in the nature of companies or
whose land has been vested in
Gaon Sabha and the vesting or-
der stands. Further, farmhouses
which are in nature of plots with
pucca boundary walls will also
be excluded,” it stated.

The expenditure for this will

New Delhi

The settlement will be
paid as per damage
caused. If it is found to
be 70% or less,
recompense will be
70% of the amount. If
assessed loss is more
than 70%, Rs 20,000 per
acre will be paid fully

be about Rs 53 crore for an ap-
proximate area of 29,000 acres.

“CM Arvind Kejriwal has al-
ways stood for the rights of farm-
ers. He had announced compen-
sation in the past too. Back then,
the CM had stated thatever since
AAP came to power in Delhi, the
government has made sure that
the farmers don’t feel helpless and
had paid compensation each time
crops were damaged. This has
never been a hollow promise and
he will ensure that all farmers get
compensated,” said a statement
issued by the Delhi government.

However, Paras Tyagi working
for a non-profit organisation,
Centre for Youth Culture Law and
Environment, that functions in vil-
lages, said, “In many cases, farmers
are not the recorded owners since
many practice contract farming.
The government is not paying
them what they deserve.”

ing rapid antigen tests once the
existing lot of kits gets over. “I
buy the RAT kits for Rs 95, and
the government is asking us to
conduct the testsat Rs 100. How
canlI? I will stop once my current
batchis over; people candoit at
home,” the owner said.

The owner of another Delhi
lab said, “Now it is just charity, [
am paying out of my pocket to
conduct RT-PCRtests. We are fo-
cussing on other tests now.”

On the cost concerns raised
by private labs, another govern-
ment official said: “When pur-
chased in bulk, the RNA extrac-
tion kits are available for Rs 18 or
Rs 19 and the RT-PCR test kits for
Rs23 toRs 24. Yes, there are other
costs involved in managing the
lab and the human resource, but
the labs can do it. Some of the
labs in Delhi have taken up rate
contracts for government testing
in other states like Madhya
Pradesh and Jharkhand for Rs 180
orso. Of course, they will get high
volumes there, but what is the
problem then in conducting the
tests for Rs 200 to Rs 300 in
Delhi?”

Meanwhile, the price cut for
RT-PCR as well as rapid antigen
tests last Thursday did not lead
to an increase in the number of
people getting tested. There was
ahuge increase in the number of
people getting the tests when
the government had reduced the
prices significantly to Rs 800 per
test for samples given at labs and
Rs 1,200 for home collection in
November 2020.

“People who can pay Rs 300,
can pay Rs 500 as well for the
test. For the others, the govern-
ment collection centres are al-
ready there,” said the second lab
owner quoted above.

The second government offi-
cial also agreed that there was no
increase in the number of tests
when prices were reduced; the
numbers increased from the
previous dip because the ICMR
urged the governments to con-
tinue collecting samples from
the community after the January
10 guidelines did away with test-
ing for asymptomatic people on
demand.

Farmer’s
death during
R-day protest:
HC seeks UP
govt stand on
kin’s claims

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

AYEAR after 25-year-old farmer
Navreet Singh died during vio-
lence that broke out when
protesting farmers entered the
capital on Republic Day, the Delhi
High Court Friday asked the Uttar
Pradesh government to respond
to his family’s allegations that
“serious lapses” were committed
during the medical examination
following his death, particularly
while preparing the X-ray plates.

Navreet, police have said, died
in a road accident. In a petition
through advocates Vrinda Grover
and Soutik Banerjee, his grandfa-
ther Hardeep Singh (69), citing
mediareports, has said Navreet,a
resident of UP, was shot by police
due towhich helost control of the
tractor, which then collided with
some barricades and overturned.

While hearing an applica-
tion, Justice Rajnish Bhatnagar
said the reply, if any, be filed
within four weeks by the re-
spondent authorities and listed
the matter for hearingon May 11.

The court last year directed
the Delhi government to consti-
tute a medical board at MAMC
to examine the X-ray plates.
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TOP SECRET

against him.

THE CBI is so alarmed due to the leak of probe papers related
to the case against former Maharashtra Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh that it has now deputed a DIG-level officer as in
charge of the agency's security. Officers are no longer allowed
touse pendrives and everything coming in or going out of the
agency is thoroughly checked. Officers have even been warned
that any interaction with the outside world, including the me-
dia, about any case could result in dismissal from service. Last
year, the CBI's preliminary enquiry report against Deshmukh
had come out on social media leading to embarrassment for
the agency asit had concluded that no case could be made out

PRIVACY RESTORED

PHYSICAL HEARINGS in Supreme Court had the advantage
thatjudges sitting on a bench could chat with each other con-
fidentially about the case before them without anyone else
overhearing. But the advantage was gone with the hearings
shifting to virtual mode because of the pandemic. To address
this, the computer committee of the SCcame up with the idea
of ‘break out chat rooms’. Whenever the judges feel the need
to consult each other, they go off the screen after alerting the
counsel and move to the break out chat room. Everyone else
disappears from the screen before the judges during that time
enabling them to interact privately.

TELUGU CONNECT

CHIEF JUSTICE of India N V Ramana congratulated Padma
awardees from Andhra Pradesh and Telangana and expressed
that he was proud of the achievements of his fellow Telugu-
speakers. In a note issued in Telugu, CJI Ramana specifically
congratulated Bharat Biotech founders Dr Krishna Ella and
Suchitra Ella for making the Telugu community proud.

India calls for
peaceful resolution
to Ukraine crisis

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

INITS first statement on the ongo-
ing crisis between Russia and the
West led by the US over Ukraine,
India on Friday broke its silence
and called for a “peaceful resolu-
tion” of the situation through “sus-
tained diplomatic efforts” for
“long-term peace and stability” in
the region and beyond.

The Indian government’s po-
sition was articulated by Ministry
of External Affairs’ official
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi at
the weekly briefing on Friday.

In response to questions, the
MEA spokesperson said, “We
have been closely following the
developments relating to Ukraine,
including the ongoing high-level
discussions between Russia and
the US.Our Embassy in Kyivisalso
monitoring local developments.
We call for a peaceful resolution
of the situation through sustained
diplomatic efforts for long-term
peace and stability in the region
and beyond.”

More than a week ago, on
January 19, US Deputy Secretary
of State Wendy Sherman called
up Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringlaand the twodis-
cussed “Russia’s concerning mili-
tary build-up on Ukraine’s bor-
ders”.However, New Delhi, which
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ufactured, which means it cannot
afford to alienate Moscow, partic-
ularly at a time when Indian and
Chinese troops continue tobeina
stand-off on the eastern border.
At the same time, the US and
Europe, which are pushing back
against Russia over Ukraine, are
both important partners from
India’s strategic calculus. Many
American platforms have been
used for reconnaissance and sur-
veillance along the India-China
border. Winter clothing for 50,000
troops has been sourced from
these western strategic partners.
Indiais also conscious that the
hostility between the West and
Russia, with talks of sanctions be-
ing considered, is likely to push
Moscow in the direction of Beijing,
hence strengthening the Chinese.
Another concern for Delhi is
the small Indian community in
Ukraine, comprising mostly stu-
dents in medical colleges. The
Indian Embassy in Kyiv has started
collating information on the stu-
dents as part of preparations for
any hostilities. According to gov-
ernmentestimates, 18,000 Indian
students were in Ukraine in 2020,
but the numbers may have dipped
since due to Covid and classes
moving online at many places.
Sources in the strategic estab-
lishment recall that when Russia
annexed Crimea in 2014, and the
West lined up against President
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Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla during an inspection ahead of
Budget Session of Parliament in New Delhi on Friday. P11

Budget session: Test
for Opp unity, Cong
readies strategy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

THE FIRST leg of the Budget ses-
sion, although brief with just 10
sittings, will once again test the
unity of the opposition parties
given that some of them, includ-
ing the Congress, are pitted
againsteach otherin the five elec-
tion-bound states.

The Trinamool Congress had
stayed away from meetings of op-
position floor leaders convened by
Leader of the Opposition in Rajya
SabhaMallikarjun Kharge during
the Winter Session but had played
amajor role in the dharna staged
by suspended MPs at the
Mahatma Gandhi statue the en-
tire session.

Butties between the Congress
and Trinamool Congress wors-
ened after the Congress did not re-
spond to the latter's overtures for
anelectoral understanding in Goa.
The Congress, upset with the TMC
for “poaching” its leaders, had its
own reasons not to respond.

Similarly, the NCP and Shiv
Sena too were upset with the
Congress for refusing to enterinto
a seat-sharing arrangement in
Goa. In Uttar Pradesh, the
Samajwadi Party, BSP and
Congress are pitted against each
other. In Punjab, the main battle
appears to be between the ruling
Congress and Aam Aadmi Party.

Given the situation, many
Congress leaders are not hopeful
of the Opposition putting up a
united front unlike the last Budget
Session when they joined hands
toboycott the President’s address
over the farmers' protests and
raised the issue in both Houses
unitedly. The Congress neverthe-
less will reach out to other oppo-
sition parties, rather like-minded
parties, to take on the govern-
ment. Congress president Sonia

Gandhi on
Friday
chaired a
meeting of
the party's
parlia-
mentary
strategy
grouptofi-
nalise the
issues to be
raised.

The
party de-
cided to work with like-minded
parties and raise issues such as
agricultural distress, Chinese in-
cursions, relief package for Covid
victims and selling of Air India.

Besides Sonia and Kharge, the
meeting was attended by
Congress leader in Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
Congress deputy leader in Rajya
Sabha Anand Sharma, senior lead-
ers AKAntony, K CVenugopal and
Manish Tewari and floor man-
agers Jairam Ramesh, Gaurav
Gogoi, Kodikkunnil Suresh and
Manickam Tagore.

The TMC, on the other hand,
has already decided to bring a
motion against West Bengal
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar
during the session. The party
has been accusing the Governor
of meddling in the functioning
of the elected state government.
It will also raise the issue of the
amendments proposed by the
central government in IAS cadre
rules.

The Budget Session begins on
January 31 with the President’s
address to a joint sitting of both
Houses. The Union Budget will
be presented on February 1. The
first part of the session will con-
clude on February 11.

The second part will begin on
March 14, four days after count-
ing of votes in the five states, and
end on April 8.

Sonia Gandhi

BJP declared
assets worth
Rs 4,847 crin
2019-20: ADR

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 28

HOLDING NEARLY 70% of assets
held by national political parties,
the BJP declared assets worth Rs
4,847.78 crore in FY 2019-20, ac-
cording to a report by electoral
reforms advocacy group
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) released on
Friday.

Among seven national par-
ties,BSPwas ranked second at as-
sets worth Rs 698.33 crore, fol-
lowed by Congress (Rs 588.16
crore).

The report noted that total as-
sets declared by the seven na-
tional and 44 regional parties in
2019-20 amounted to Rs
6,988.57 crore and Rs 2,129.38
crore, respectively.

Among regional parties,
Samajwadi Party — at Rs 563.47
crore — held the most assets, fol-
lowed by TRS (Rs 301.47 crore)
and AIADMK (Rs 267.61 crore).
The report said assets held by top
10 regional parties were worth
Rs2,028.715 crore, nearly 95.27%
of total assets of all regional par-
ties. The report took into account
assets declared by political par-
ties under six major heads: fixed
assets, loans & advances, FDR/de-
posits, TDS, Investments and
“other” assets.

The report noted thatin 2019-
20, Congress declared most total
liabilities — Rs 49.55 crore, or
66.72% of total liabilities — fol-
lowed by TMC at Rs 11.32 crore.

During 2019-20, the report
noted, 65.48% of assets, amount-
ing to Rs 5970.59 crore, of na-
tional parties were under FDs.
Total liabilities declared by the
seven national and 44 regional
parties for 2019-20 amount toRs
134.93 cr, it said.

“National and Regional Parties
failed to adhere to ICAl guidelines
that direct parties to declare de-
tails of the financial institutions,
banks or agencies from whom
loans were taken. The guidelines
specify that the parties should
state the ‘terms of repayment of
term loans' on basis of due date
suchasayear, 1-5 years or payable
after 5 years,” the report noted.

U.P.POLLS 7THLIST

BJP to repeat Ayodhya
MLA, drops 20 from list

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 28

THE BJPon Friday released its sev-
enth list of 91 candidates for vari-
ous phases of the upcoming UP
elections, denying ticket to sitting
MLAs on 20 seats, most of which
fallin eastern UP.

In the high-profile Ayodhya
seat, the ruling party has fielded
itssitting MLA Ved Prakash Gupta.
Earlier, there was speculation that
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
may be nominated from Ayodhya,
but the party fielded him from
Gorakhpur Urban, his home turf.

The BJP seems to have made
significant changesin the districts
of Gorakhpur, Kushinagar, Deoria,
and Sant Kabir Nagar in eastern
UP where Adityanath has influ-
ence.In Gorakhpur district, the
party hasdenied ticket to the CM’s
close confidant and sitting MLA
Sheetal Pandey in the Sahajanwa
constituency, replacing him with
Pradeep Shukla.

The BJP has replaced sitting
MLA from Biswan, Mahendra
Singh, with Nirmal Verma who
had finished third on this seat as
the BSP candidate in the 2017
polls.Verma switched tothe BJPa
few days ago. In Bhognipur, the

1/3rd of Odisha
rural poll posts
won unopposed

Bhubaneswar:The Opposition BJP
and Congress cried foul as the rul-
ing B]D’s candidates formed 90
per cent of the 36,976 panchayat
election nominees declared to
have been elected uncontested by
the Election Commission. This is
for the first time in the state that
one-third of the posts in a rural
election have been won uncon-
tested. The opposition alleged the
ruling BJD had threatened candi-
dates from other parties to with-
draw their nominations.ENS

Adityanath, fielded from
Gorakhpur Urban

party has replaced sitting MLA
Vinod Kumar Katiyar with former
Congress leader Rakesh Sachan
who defected to its fold on
Thursday. In Tindwari, where sit-
ting MLA Brijesh Kumar Prajapati
crossed over to the Samajwadi
Party (SP) earlier this month, the
BJPhas fielded Ramakesh Nishad.

On various seats, the saffron
party has replaced sitting MLAs
with theirfamily members. Forin-
stance, in Bikapurin Ayodhya dis-
trict, in place of Shobha Singh
Chauhan, her son Amit Singh
Chauhan, a medical practitioner,
will contest. In Goshainganj seat
in the same district, it has fielded
Aarti Tiwari, wife of MLA Indra
Pratap alias Khabbu Tiwari, who
hadbeendisqualified from the UP
Assembly following his conviction

ina28-yearold case of alleged use
of fake mark sheet for getting ad-
missionina college. In Kaiserganj
in Bahraich district, sitting MLA
and cabinet minister Mukut Bihari
has been replaced with his son
Gaurav. In the SC-reserved Salon
constituency, where MLA Dal
Bahadur Kori had passed away
due to post-Covid complications
last year, his son Ashok Kori will
be the BJP nominee.

TheBJPhasreplaced MLA Sant
Prasad in the Khajani constituency
with minister Sriram Chauhan,
who is a sitting MLA from
Dhanghata in Sant Kabir Nagar
district. In Dhanghata, Chauhan
has been replaced with another
party worker from his caste,
Ganesh Chandra Chauhan.

Inthe Khalialabad seatin Sant
Kabir Nagar, sitting MLA Digvijay
Narayan alias Jay Chaubey, who
recently joined the SP,has beenre-
placed with Ankur Raj Tiwari.

The BJP has replaced sitting
MLA Satya Prakash Mani Tripathi
in Brahmins-dominated Deoria
seat with Shalabh Mani Tripathi,
CM Adityanath’s media advisor
and a former journalist. In
Kushinagar district, the BJP has re-
placed sitting MLAs on Fazilnagar,
Kushinagar and Hata with new
faces from the party organisation.
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This information is also available on website of the Company at
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EX-SERVICEMEN CONTRIBUTORY

HEALTH SCHEME (ECHS), BHOPAL

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

Polyclinic Bhopal.

documentsis 15 Feb 2022.

1. Applications are invited for short listing suitable candidates for
selection of contractual employment for 11/12 months for the
vacancies of OIC (01), Medical Officer (03), Dental Hygienist (01),
Pharmacist (02) , Lab Technician (01), Lab Assistant (01), Nursing
Assistant (01), Clerk-(01), Data Entry Operator (01), Peon (01), Female
Attendant (01) and Safaiwala-(01) on contractual basis at ECHS

2. Details of terms & conditions are available on ECHS website.
Application is available at https://echs.gov.in/img/down/appl_echs_form.pdf

3. Please submit application in hard copy only by post / hand (02 sets)
alongwith PPO, Discharge book (for Ex-servicemen Only), 10" Class &
above Marksheets, Other Educational Certificates,
certificates. Application to be addressed to OIC ECHS Cell, Stn HQ
Bhopal, SI Lines, Bhopal, PinCode-462001.
email/online submission form are NOT ACCEPTABLE.

4. Last date for receipt of applications along with connected

5. Shortlisted candidates will be called for interview on 19 Feb 2022
from 0900h onwards at Station Headquarters, Bhopal

Experience

Applications in

Tele No 0755-2730247
Mob No 7027133633

Nominations Invited

rural India.

National Award for
Constructive Work

For contribution in any of or all the
development areas of Mahatma
Gandhi's Constructive Programmes,
to create a selfreliant community in

JAMNALAL BAJA] FOUNDATION

44th JAMNALAL BAJAJ] NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL
AWARDS - 2022 FOR GANDHIAN ‘WARRIORS’

The Man - Jamnalal Bajaj was among the stalwarts who gave of himself
completely-mind, bodyand soul to India's freedom movement. Jamnalalji
overreached himself in making words into deeds and in implementing the
Constructive Programme of Gandhiji, be it Khadi, Dalit - welfare, women
emancipation, ethics in business, or preservation of cattle-wealth through
Goseva. So much so that Mahatma Gandhi adopted him as his 'fifth son'.

The Awards - To promote and propagate Jamnalalji's philanthropic vision
as also Gandhian ideology of rural development, the Jamnalal Bajaj
Foundation instituted four Awards, which have come to be regarded as
most coveted in respective fields.

_ EACHAWARD COMPRISES -
Cash Prize¥ 10 Lakhs | Trophy |

Citation

National Award for
Application of Science &
Technology for Rural Development

For contribution through adaptable,
affordable, replicable appropriate
grassroots technologies, which has

resulted in economic, social and
ecological development of rural people.

National Award for
Development & Welfare
of Women & Children

Only to a woman.

For contribution towards education,
skills training, healthcare, literacy,

livelihood activities, holistic
development, advocacy, etc. of
women and children.

International Award for
Promoting Gandhian
Values Outside India

Only to a foreign national.

For contribution, outside India in
promoting Gandhian principles like

vision for peace, nonwiolence,

harmony of human life with nature

and moral conscience.

3 Days
left for
Nominations

Baja group

National & International Awards: 31st January, 2022
(O HTINNJOWES W www.jamnalalbajajawards.org/nomination-forms
www.jamnalalbajajfoundation.org; www.jamnalalbajajawards.org

Email: nominations@jamnalalbajajfoundation.org

For more details contact: Secretary, Jamnalal Bajaj Foundation,
2nd flr., Bajaj Bhawan, Jamnalal Bajaj Marg, 226 Nariman Point, Mumbai-400021 India
Tel: 91-22-22023626 Ext: 241/244/245 & 249

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JBFMumbai

New Delhi
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Independent
Manipur MLA
joins JD(U)

Imphal: An Independent
MLA from Manipur’s
Jiribam announced on
Friday that he was joining
the Janata Dal (United).
Ashab Uddin said he was
joining the party because
he wanted to work for the
people of the state and did
not want any hindrance,
which was not always pos-
sible as an Independent
MLA. Uddin was one of the
two Independents who
backed the BJP while it was
staking claim to form a gov-
ernment although the
Congress had won the most
seatsin2017 polls.  ENS

Punjab CM’s
brother files
nomination as
Independent

Chandigarh: Punjab Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi’s brother Manohar
Singh Friday filed his nom-
ination from Bassi Pathana
seatin Fatehgarh Sahib dis-
trictas an Independent can-
didate. Denied a ticket by
the Congress, Manohar will
be contesting against the
party’s sitting MLA
Gurpreet SinghGP.  ENS

It’s final: Rane Sr
out, Cong left
watching as BJP
gets son, bahu

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PANAJI, JANUARY 28

IN A setback for the Congress, vet-
eran leader and former chief min-
ister Pratapsingh Rane, who had
been fielded by the party from his
stronghold Poriem in Goa, on
Friday withdrew from the assem-
bly election race.

Rane, 87, did not make a state-
ment, but a Congress leader con-
firmed that he will not contest the
election. Sources close to Rane
said the former CM withdrew
from the fray to avoid a clash with
his daughter-in-law Deviya Rane,
who has been fielded by the BJP
from Poriem. Rane’s son
Vishwajit is also a BJP member.

The was speculation that
Pratapsingh Rane may suggest the
name of his wife, but the Congress'’s
revised list on Thursday named
Ranjit Rane from the seat.
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Barely 10% of
Congress and
AAP candidates
are women;
SAD-BSP’s share
the lowest

NAVJEEVAN GOPAL
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 28

IN AN election where parties
have been trying to outdo each
other to attract women voters, a
demographic that comprises at
least half the state’s 2.12 crore
voters, the number of women
candidates remains abysmally
low in Punjab.

Of the 117 candidates of the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)-BSP
alliance, only five are women.
That’s around 4 per cent of the
total candidates. Of the five, four
are of the SAD, which is contest-
ing on 97 seats, and one of the
Mayawati-led BSP, whichis con-
testing on 20 seats.

The Congress, which has
launched a high-profile cam-
paign in UP revolving around
women -- even promising to set
aside 40 per cent of its tickets for
them -- has announced tickets
on 109 seats in Punjab, of which
the party has given only 11 (10
per cent of total seats) to women.

PUNJAB ELECTION

The missing women candidates

Jeevanjot Kaur (AAP), Nimisha Mehta (BJP), Farzana Alam Khan (PLC), Jasdeep Kaur (SAD)

The AAP, which s attempting
to project itself as a change from
established parties, has an-
nounced tickets on all 117 seats,
giving only 12 (10 per cent) of
those to women.

The BJP-led alliance that has
Captain Amarinder Singh’s
Punjab Lok Congress and SAD
(Sanyukt) as partners, has given
tickets to eight women out of
106 candidates announced so far
(around 7.5 per cent of total can-
didates).

While the representation to
women in terms of tickets an-
nounced by all parties remains
low, that has not stopped politi-
cal parties from going all out to
get their votes.

The SAD was the first off the
blocks when its chief Sukhbir
Singh Badal announced Rs 2,000
per month to every woman head
of BPL families with ‘blue ration
cards’, if the SAD-BSP alliance is

voted to power in the state.

In December last year, AAP
national convener Arvind
Kejriwal had announced Rs
1,000 per month for every
woman of Punjab aged 18 or
above. Earlier this month, Punjab
Pradesh Congress Committee
(PPCC) chief Navjot Singh Sidhu
promised Rs 2,000 a month to
every woman homemaker in
Punjab, in addition to eight cook-
ing gas cylinders free of cost
every year, if the Congress forms
the government.

Among the 11 women candi-
dates fielded by the party are for-
mer chief minister Rajinder Kaur
Bhattal (Lehra constituency);
two sitting Cabinet ministers
Aruna Chaudhary (Dinanagar-
SC) and Razia Sultana
(Malerkotla); sitting MLA
Rupinder Kaur Ruby (Malout-
SC)who won in 2017 on an AAP
ticket and is now with the

REACHING OUT

Aam Aadmi Party convener and Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal on his arrival at Jalandhar on
Friday. He is leading the party’s campaign in poll Punjab. ANI

TRACKING COVID IN ELECTION-BOUND STATES
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Congress; and debutant Malvika
Sood (Moga), the sister of actor
Sonu Sood.

On the gender skew in the
party’s candidates, Sunil Jakhar,
senior Congress leader and poll
campaign committee chief in
Punjab, said, “I can only say that
nobody has been denied a ticket
because of their gender. The
problem is that you have to nur-
ture them prior to elections. It is
not something that happens
overnight. Priyanka-ji was there
[in Uttar Pradesh]. She worked
on the ground to bring women
aspirants up. In Punjab, the
process has started and I think it
will take a while for them to es-
tablish themselves in the politi-
cal arena. In coming times, we
can expect more women claim-
ing their rightful place in poli-
tics.” Among the AAP women
candidates are two sitting MLAs
Baljinder Kaur (Talwandi Sabo)

and Saravjit Kaur Manuke
(Jagraon-SC); singer-turned-
politician Anmol Gagan Maan
(Kharar); and Jeevanjot Kaur,
who has been fielded from the
high-profile Amritsar East seat.

AAP MLA from Driba and
Leader of Opposition Harpal
Singh Cheema said, “We have
given maximum tickets to all
those women candidates who
were active on the ground.”

Of the four women fielded by
SAD, at least two of them,
Jasdeep Kaur and Sunita
Chaudhary, are first-timers and
relatives of Akali leaders. Jasdeep
was declared party nominee
from Khanna after the Punjab
and Haryana High Court dis-
missed her husband Akali leader
Yadwinder Singh Yadu'’s plea to
contest the polls. Yadu was
booked in 14 FIRs, including
criminal cases. Sunita
Chaudhary, who will contest
from Balachaur, is daughter-in-
law of former Akali MLA, late
Chaudhary Nand Lal.

The most high-profile of the
four Akali contenders is Jagir
Kaur, nominee from Bholath.

SAD spokesperson Daljit
Singh Cheema said, “The party
always makes an effort for
women to get maximum repre-
sentation... But there are practi-
cal difficulties. Assembly con-
stituencies are huge and in some
of them, it becomes difficult
even for men to travel long dis-
tances and campaign.”
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SP candidate from Rampur

TOTALASSETS:
%6,14,75,680

Self:31,49,54,281
Wife:31,43,67,399

HASHTAG POLITICS

¢ BJP campaign
video: Yogi again

The BJP released a campaign video
on social media platforms ahead of
the UP elections. Taking a dig at
the previous Akhilesh Yadav gov-
ernment, the party said UP has changed for the better in
thelast five years under Yogi Adityanath.

831LIKES, 453 RETWEETSIN TO HOURS

® Trinamool promises pre-approved
credit cards to Goan youth

TMC promised a ‘Yuva Shakti Card’ that will allow
Goans to take need-based credit for skill development
and help them to start businesses. “It’s a collateral-free
pre-approved credit card with a limit of Rs 20 lakh at
4% interest rate to the Goan youth,” it said on Twitter.

TN8LIKES, 53RETWEETSIN 8 HOURS

Self:340,500,00
Wife: 32,81,04,000
LOANS FROM FINANCIAL

INSTITUTIONSOR
INDIVIDUALS: Nil

PENDING CRIMINAL
CASES: 87

PROFESSION: Social
service

SOURCES OF EARNING:
Agriculture, pension and
business

EDUCATION: LLB
(Honours)in 1974

SP-RLD tie-up ‘solid’, say ‘sons

of farmers

AMIT SHARMA
MUZAFFARNAGAR,
JANUARY 28

DESCRIBING HIMSELF and his al-
liance partner Jayant Chaudhary,
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) chief, as
“sons of farmers who know very
well their economic pains and
tribulations”, Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav on
Friday asked farmers to be wary
of the BJP, alleging that the saffron
party-led Centre had withdrawn
the controversial farm laws only
for the sake of votes.

The former chief minister as-
sured farmers thatif their alliance
forms the government after win-
ning the upcoming UP Assembly
elections, they will not allow the
implementation of any such “anti-
farmer laws”.

Addressing the first joint press
conference with Jayant days after
forging the SP-RLD alliance,
Akhilesh claimed that the ruling
BJP would be defeated in the UP
polls. Taking a swipe at UP Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath over the
BJP'sdecision to field him from his
home turf Gorakhpur, he said,
“Baba-ji (Adityanath) ka palayan
ho chukahai. Unhe BJPne ghar bhej
diya. Ab BJP ka UP se palayan hona
hai (Adityanath has been sent
back home by the BJP leadership.
Theonly thingleft nowis the BJP’s
exodus from UP”

The SP chief reached the
venue of the press conference
here late by around three-and-

’Ia

yant and Akhilesh

/|

Jayant Chaudhary, Akhilesh Yadav in Muzaffarnagar, Friday. P11

halfhours since, according to him,
his chopper was not given clear-
ance to fly from Dehli for reasons
not told to him.

In a tweet earlier, Akhilesh
posted a picture with a helicopter
in the background, stating “My
helicopteris still detained in Delhi
without assigning any reason and
not being allowed to go to
Muzaffarnagar, whereas atop BJP
leader has just flown from here.
This is a desperate conspiracy of
the losing BJP.” He told the press
conference that he was “thankful”
to the person who somehow got
permission for his chopper to take
off for Muzaffarnagar.

With polling around the cor-
ner, the BJP is reaching out to the
Jat community in western UP
from where Jats had taken partin

significant numbers in the farm-
ers’ protest. After Union Home
Minister Amit Shah held a meet-
ing with Jat leaders in Delhi on
Wednesday, the BJP leaders even
made overtures to the RLD presi-
dent urging him to join hands.

Jayant said the RLD’s alliance
with the SPis “solid” and aimed at
furthering the cause of farmers.
The SPchief avoided direct replies
toquestions related toissues such
as “exodus” from Kairana, the BJP’s
“propaganda” against Muslims
and the SP not fielding any
Muslim candidate from all the six
assembly seats in Muzaffarnagar
district. “The BJP leaders are rak-
ingupveryoldissues...Jayantand
Iare sons of farmers and we know
very well their economic pains
and tribulations,” he said.

Yogi speaks
graveyard,
riots in attack
on Opposition

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MEERUT, JANUARY 28-

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Friday con-
tinued his tirade against the op-
position Samajwadi Party, alleg-
ing that “goons” backed by the
previous Akhilesh Yadav-led
government “grabbed” public
money while the BJP govern-
ment utilized it to develop pil-
grimage sites in the states.

“The money meant for build-
ing the boundary walls of grave-
yards used to be grabbed by
goons of the SP and with the
misuse of that money, such ele-
ments used to misbehave with
our sisters and mothers,” the
Chief Minister said during anin-
teraction with people in
Meerut’s Hastinapur con-

stituency.
Adityanath again attacked
the SP over the 2013

Muzaffarnagar riots and said
that the opposition party, which
was in government at the time,
“engineered” the violence.

“If you want your state to be
free from riots and want that
bulldozers should continue to
raze properties of the mafia ele-
ments, then you will have to em-
power BJP through your ballot
for a second term in Uttar
Pradesh,” the Chief Minister as-
serted on Friday.

Candidates shuffled around here, the constant remains caste, party base

ABHINAV RAJPUT
GARHMUKTESHWAR,
JANUARY 28

GROUPS OF three to four people
sit around bonfires at every in-
tersection, burning up tree
trunks around a line of shops
selling furniture — the mainstay
of livelihoods in Garh
Mukhteshwar. Overlooking
them are electricity poles en-
veloped with inanimate faces of
contenders who will fight for the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly from
this seat in Hapur district.

Inthe last few weeks, key par-
ties have changed their minds
about their candidates for the
constituency that votes on
February 10. And caste appears to
have amajor role.

Itis of little surprise that even
the offices of prominent parties
—the SP,BSPand the BJP —are lo-
cated within a two kilometre
stretchin the town. Thefirstin the
row is the office of the Samajwadi

Party’s Ravinder Chowdhary,
who belongs to the Gujjar com-
munity that makes up for around
10% of the constituency’s 3 lakh
voters.

His supporters say he will win
with ease on the back of the sub-
stantial Muslim and Guyjjar votes
in the area. “Chowdhary saheb
will not have any difficulty in win-
ning, the Muslims voters (which

fielded a three-time legislator
from the constituency.

The Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) announced Mohammad
Arif as their candidate, but
changed it to Madan Chauhan —
also a former minister in the
Akhilesh Yadav-led SP govern-
ment from 2015 to 2017.

The party believes Chauhan, a
Rajput leader, may get the back-

make up for a quarter ing of his 40,000-
of the voter base) are member strong
completely backing us SEAT community in the

and he himself is a lo-
cal Gujjar. There are
other castesalsoinour
support,” said Manmeet, an SP
supporter who goes by just his
first name.

The SPinitially picked an out-
sider to fight from the con-
stituency: Naina Devi, who
comes from an influential politi-
caland business family of Meerut.
She was replaced by Chowdhary
weeks later, with the BSP saying
the SP changed its strategy be-
cause the Mayawati-led party

WATCH

region, but it is is
also banking on the
support of over
45,000 Jatav votes. The Jatavs have
traditionally supported the BSPin
Garh Mukhteshwar and comprise
over 15% of the population.
“Ihave done enoughinthe re-
gion to get votes from all castes...
gotroads built, government guest
houses were built and ghat beau-
tification was done by me,”
Chauhan says, referring to the
time he was an MLA from Garh
Mukhteshwar (2002-2017).

GARH

20

MUKHTESHWAR

Total votes: 2,21,

2017UP
ELECTION

Winner:

Malik
91,086
41.07%

Runner-up:
SP's Madan

67.30%
Voting

The switch to Chauhanis why
the SPwas forced to field another
candidate, BSP leaders say. SP
supporters, however, disagree
and instead point to Devi's lack of
“local connect’.

“Naina-ji even campaigned for
a day but since she had no local
connect, she could not gather
enough supporters, she could not
handle press questions on issues
that are important in this con-
stituency and seeing that the

party changed the candidate,” said
Mohammad Hanif, an SP worlker.

The BJP followed a similar
path, albeit not the same. The
party did not opt for sitting MLA
Kamal Singh Malik and gave the
ticket to Harendra Singh
Tewatia, who says he is the de-
scendant of late prime minister
Choudhary Charan Singh.
Tewatia is also a Jat candidate
and is hoping to secure the votes
of around 35,000 members of

the community apart from sup-
port of the upper castes that
have normally veered towards
the BJP.

The three parties are relying
on their conventional ideological
base apart along with their can-
didates’ caste and community
support. The SP is pinning its
hopes on the Muslim and Gujjar
votes; the BSP on Rajputs and
Dalit votes; and the BJP on Jats,
Rajput and Brahmins.

The Congress, however, is an
outlier. A Jat woman contestant,
Congress’s Abha Chaudhary ex-
pressed confidence that sheis the
choice for several castes and
women in the constituency.

“I'have the support fromeach
caste, includingJat, Brahmins and
especially women due to our
women centred campaign,” she
says, referring to the party’s out-
reach to women voters for these
assembly elections. While par-
ties insist on these probabilities,
the people of the town are con-
cerned over their livelihoods.

New Delhi

Residents depend largely on
the sale of furniture and like many
small businesses, the two years of
pandemic have been hard.

Salik Chand, a Jatav, is one of
them. He owns a shop that sells
modha, stools that are made
from bamboo. “Our income is
largely dependent upon tourists
who buy this. But with Covid,
tourism is down and so is our
business. The income has fallen
down by more than 30%the fur-
niture that we make are even ex-
ported but the government has
not done anything to promote
this art,” he says.

There are thousands more like
him, he adds, and many who
make such furniture at their
homes and sell them in cities or
on highways.

The UP town also counts on
historical tourism. The Garh
Mukteshwar ghat, on the banks
of river Ganga, hosts a Kartik Mela
related to the Hindu epic
Mahabharata. Every October-
November, over 25 lakh pilgrims

throng the town and trigger a
rush of business activity - from
renting out rooms for tourists to
running eateries and selling flow-
ers for religious rituals. But the
crowds have long thinned.

Vinod Mishra, a kirana shop-
keeper in Braj Ghat in Garh as-
sembly constituency, says, “This
area has the potential to be devel-
oped as tourism hub like
Haridwar but has never been pro-
moted that way. If that happens,
we will also earn more.”

For others too, their lives have
been upended. Sachin Kaushik, a
sugar cane farmer in the region,
says: “The payment by mills (to
farmers)is delayed...no one talks
about that... what about our is-
sues, I see party workers are all al-
ways discussing which caste will
vote for them. .. Each party hasits
own caste loyalty and need some
more (votes) from different
castes. The candidate that is able
to get that will win.

“But we will be in the same
condition that we have been.”
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Explain why 2 brain
profiling tests on
accused: HC to CBI

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, JANUARY 28

THE JHARKHAND High Court,
whichis monitoring the probeinto
the alleged murder of Dhanbad
Additional Sessions Judge Uttam
Anand last year, has pulled up the
CBI for conducting brain finger-
printing tests on the two accused
twice — four months apart —
which gave contradictory results.

Chief Justice Ravi Ranjan and
Justice Sujit Narayan Prasad asked
the CBI to produce its internal
manual or guidelines on investi-
gationto checkif thereis any pro-
vision that allows the test — Brain
Electrical Oscillation Signature
(BEOS) profiling — a second time
ifthe accused showed “intention”
tokill in the first.

OnJuly 28 last year, the judge
was onamorning walk when an
autorickshaw veered towards
him on an empty road and
knocked him down. The incident
was caught on CCTV cameras.

The police had arrested two
suspects, Lakhan Vermaand Rahul
Verma, bothresidents of Dhanbad,
after which the CBI took over the
probe and re-registered a case.

In its charge sheet filed in a
Dhanbad court on October 20,
the CBI claimed that Rahul was
a “professional thief who keeps
looking for vulnerable targets”,
and that he and his accomplice
Lakhan had been “looking for a
chance to execute the plan”. It re-
mained silent on what the plan
was and on the crime motive.

During the last weekly hear-
ing on January 21 of the CBI's
probe progress, the court ob-
served thatin the first brain pro-
filing test on the two accused in
September last year, one of them
indicated that he had been given
an assignment to hit the judge.
However, the CBI got the tests
conducted again in January this
year in which the accused indi-
cated he was not even present
when the incident happened.

The bench said: “This court
has perused BEOS report
wherein the results of two ac-

IS conspiracy case:
NIA files charges
against ex-Cong
MLA’s kin, others

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

THE NIA has filed a chargesheet
against a family member of for-
mer Congress MLA from
Karnataka, late B M Idinabba,
among others, in connection
with a case of Islamic State (IS)
conspiracy to recruit from India.
The chargesheet was filed
against eight accused, including
Deepthi Marla and Ammar
Abdul Rahiman. Marla’s hus-
band Anas Abdul Rahiman is son
of B M Basha, whose father
Idinabba was a former Congress
MLA. Idinabba died in 2009.
Ammar Rahiman is Anas's
brother. Marlah had been ar-
rested earlier this month.
Others chargesheeted in the
case were identified as Mohd.
Wagar Lone; Mizha Siddeeque;
Shifa Haris; Obaid Hamid Matta;
Madesh Shankar; and Muzamil
Hassan Bhat. “Investigation has
revealed that all eight accused
chargesheeted today are affili-
ated with...ISIS and were in-
volved inradicalising, recruiting,
organising terror funds and
grooming like-minded gullible
Muslim youth through different
secured social media platforms
to perform Hijrat to ISIS-con-
trolled territory for joining ISIS,”
NIAsaid . NIA registered a case in
the matter in March 2021.
“During investigation, it has
been revealed that after the de-
cline of ISIS Caliphate in
Syria/Iraq, Deepthi Marla and
Mohd. Ameen had visited
Kashmir in January and March
2020 for Hijrah (religious migra-
tion) and for engaging in terror-
istacts and supporting the activ-
ities of ISIS,” the NIA stated.

BSF constable
injured in gunfight
with smugglers

Chandigarh: The BSF on Friday
foiled a cross-border drug
smuggling bid and recovered 58
kg heroin after an exchange of
fire with Pakistani smugglers
along the Indo-Pak border in
Punjab’s Gurdaspur district that
also left a force personnel, head
constable Gyan Singh, injured,
police said. PTI
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> The BEOS
= @ test method
BRAIN ELECTRICAL

Oscillation Signature profil-
ing, also known as brain fin-
gerprinting, is a neuro psy-
chological method of
interrogation in which the
suspect's participation in a
crime is investigated by
studying his brain’s electri-
cal activity as a response to
the accused being shown a
video clip or sound clips
among others.

cused persons... to the effect that
one of the accused persons indi-
cated that he was given an as-
signment to hit Judgesahab, i.e.,
late Uttam Anand.”

“..The said accused person
took help of anotheraccused per-
son to execute his plan. On
28.07.2021, when they saw
Judgesahab, one of the accused
persons asked another accused
person to accelerate his auto’s
speed and thereafter, one of the
accused persons had seen
Judgesahab falling down on the
road with the hit of auto.”

This detail is significant as the
CBIin its charge sheet had not
mentioned it.

The court then cited the sec-
ond BEOS report. “We have also
seen the subsequent BEOS... he
(theaccused) took U-turnin the
subsequent BEOS report..., stat-
ing that he was not presentin the
auto.... He also revealed that he
has no idea about the accident,”
the bench said. It then asked the
CBIwhat led it to subject the ac-
cused to the second BEOS test.

After the CBI said it did so as
no clue emerged in between, the
bench said, “This court is not in
agreement with such explana-
tion of conducting second BEOS
test after lapse of about4 months
wherein a complete contradic-
tory recording has come up the
said accused persons.”

MARITAL RAPE

HC to Centre: Are
you withdrawing
2017 response?

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

THE DELHI High Court on Friday
asked the Centre to clarify
whether it wants to withdraw its
reply which was filed in 2017 in
response to the petitions seeking
criminalisation of marital rape.
The Centre has earlier told the
court thatitwants to placeafresh
and constructive stand before the
court in the matter, which has re-
mained pending since 2015.

“Take instructions on that as
well,” the court told Additional
Solicitor General Chetan Sharma
after advocate Karuna Nundy, rep-
resenting one of the petitioners,
asked whether she should address
arguments on Centre’s earlier af-
fidavit or it was being withdrawn.

The division bench of Justice
Rajiv Shakdher and Justice CHari
Shankar hasbeen hearing the pe-
titions challenging the Exception
2inIPC Section 375 that protects
men, who have forced non-con-
sensual intercourse with their
wives, from criminal prosecution
under Section 376 IPC.

The Centre in 2017 submitted
that striking down the exception
“may destabilise the institution of
marriage apart from being an easy
tool for harassing the husbands”.

ED: Deshmukh, family
lJaundered unaccounted
income of Rs 29.8 crore

Court takes cognisance of supplementary charge sheet

KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI, JANUARY 28

AN ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED) probe has found that Anil
Deshmukh, the former home
minister of Maharashtra, and his
family have allegedly laundered
unaccounted income of Rs 29.83
crore between 2005 and 2016.
This,according to the prosecution
complaint (chargesheet) filed by
the ED against Deshmukh and his
sons in a money laundering case
before a special court.

The court on Friday took cog-
nisance of the supplementary
chargesheet.

The ED has alleged that
Deshmukh, along with his wife
Aarti, sons Hrishikesh and Salil,
and daughter-in-law Ridhee
Deshmukh, have together de-
clared income of only Rs 6.53
crore in their income tax returns
between 2009 and 2020. The
agency said the Deshmukhs
have acted as a “unit” and even
though they did not have “suffi-
cientincome” as per their tax re-
turns, they have set up a “formi-
dable empire”.

The central agency has al-
leged that the Deshmukhs used

Former
Maharashtra
Home
minister Anil
Deshmukh

DESHMUKHHANDED
OVERUNOFFICIAL LIST
SUGGESTING COPS FOR
TRANSFERS: KUNTE

Mumbai: Former
Maharashtra additional chief
secretary (Home) Sitaram
Kunte told the ED that former
state home minister Anil
Deshmukh, who is being
probed formoneylaundering,
“at times” used to “hand over
an unofficial list containing
suggestions in respect of cer-
tain police officers/certain
posts with regard to transfer
and postings” of police offi-
cers,whichwere “usually” in-
cludedin the final transferand
posting order. ENS

“unaccounted money” to set up
several businesses such as ware-
housing, hotel and restaurant,

colleges and a trust through
"dummy directors".

According to the ED, of the Rs
29.83 crore unaccounted income,
Rs 9.82 crore was routed to vari-
ous projects such as construction
of three colleges run by Anil
Deshmukh's Shri Sai Shikshan
Sansthan Trust,a warehouse and
acquiring a restaurant.

The agency has also alleged
that another Rs 13.25 crore was
routed to Sai Shikshan Sansthan
for its day-to-today needs and Rs
212 crore was used to buy a piece
of land at Worli in Mumbai --
owned by Premier Port Links
Private Limited,acompany where
the Deshmukhs have a stake.

The ED has alleged that a
part of Deshmukh’s unac-
counted money has also been
routed to a Nagpur-based hotel,
Travotel Suites, which has been
operational since 2015-16. The
probe has found that Hrishikesh
had “diverted” funds for acquir-
ing the land where the hotel has
been built. Apart from this, the
hotel runs a restaurant called
Mocha Sky and the central
agency has alleged that the
profit from the restaurant busi-
ness is deposited with
Hrishikesh in cash.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at an NCC rally in New
Delhi on Friday. Prem Nath Pandey

Misinformation, drugs,
real-virtual balance key
challenges for youths: PM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

DRUG ABUSE, misinformation,
and balance between the real
and the virtual worlds are the
three key challenges facing the
country’s youth today, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said on
Friday addressing a National
Cadet Corps (NCC) rally in the
national capital.

He said that digital technol-
ogy and information have pre-
sented great opportunities to
people, but “on the other hand,
there are dangers of misinforma-
tion”, he said, appealing people
not to fall prey to rumours.

“One more challenge in front
ofyouis the deteriorating balance
between virtual and real life,” the
Prime Minister said. He then urged
the NCCto train cadets to find the
balance and help others too.

PM Modi, at the rally in New
Delhi’s Cariappa ground, said
that the third issue he wanted to
highlight was the addiction to
drugs by the young people.

‘YEARS PASSED LIKE A FAMINE’

Rajasthan: Unemployed for a decade, tribal man dies by suicide

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR, JANUARY 28

FOR AROUND ten years, Namo
Narayan Meena, 28, kept trying to
get a government job — with no
success. Earlier this week, he was
found hanging inside his rented
roomin Rajasthan’s Dholpur city.

According to his family, recog-
nised as a Scheduled Tribe in the
state, Namo Narayan left behind a
note claiming the previous BJP
state government kept announc-
ing Ayurveda compounder vacan-
ciesbutnever hired for those. “Five
years of that government passed
like afamine,” he wrote. “I waited
since 2012 and kept wasting my
family’s money.”

Namo Narayan’s fruitless wait
for the job was similar to what

many other aspirantsin Rajasthan
— including his own brother —
had experienced.

The Ashok Gehlot govern-
ment in 2013 had announced
1,600 vacancies for Ayurveda,
Unani and Homoeopathy
nurses/compounders, before all
three were clubbed under the
Ayush Ministry, according to
Dhanush Ram Meena, the presi-
dent of Ayurved Nurses Union,
Rajasthan.

He said the new BJP govern-
ment, elected in December 2013,
promised to fill these vacancies
but later cut over a thousand of
them, leaving just 600 positions
—which were filled by 2018.

Namo Narayan’s family claims
he was among the 1,000 left in
limbo. By the time new vacancies
came about, the marks he secured

“You all are aware of how
addiction can ruin our young
generation... So in the schools
and colleges where there is
NCC or NSS, how can drugs
reach there? As a cadet, you
should stay free from drugs and
keep your campus drugs-free
as well,” he said.

The youth can play a major
role, the Prime Minister said, in
the ‘Vocal for Local’ campaign -
the government’s initiative to
boost the use of India-made
products and services.

“If the youth of India decide
that they will only use items
which have been made by an
Indian, by the sweat and toil of
an Indian, then the fate of India
can change,” Modi said.

He urged the cadets to think
of “nation first” as the country
celebrates 75 years of
Independence through the
government’s ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’. PM Modi said: “No
power of the world can stop the
country whose youth starts
moving ahead with the think-
ing of nation first.

Narayan Meena

in his General Nursing and
Midwifery diploma would no
longer have made the cut, said
Dhanush Ram.

His father Bhanwar Singh
Meena, 65, told The Indian Express
over the phone that he sat for ex-
ams for new vacancies, but was
not selected when the results
came latelastyear. “The same day

PM Modi’s global
outreach: Letters
to researchers,
sportspersons

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

AFTER SC SETS ASIDE MAHARASHTRA BJP MLAS’ SUSPENSION

MVA says will discuss with legal
experts on next course of action

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 28

THE MAHARASHTRA Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government on
Friday hinted that the Supreme
Court’s decision to quash the
suspension of 12 BJP MLAs was
a setback to legislative sover-
eignty and said it would chartits
course of action after consulta-
tions with legal experts even as
the BJP welcomed the apex court
order. Former chief minister and
BJP Leader of Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis welcomed
the SC judgment and said the
verdict was a “tight slap on the
face” of the MVA government.
“We will hold discussions
with legal experts before decid-
ing our course of action. Earlier
too we had taken the opinion of
legal luminaries from across
the country. The decision that
was earlier taken was within
the framework of the law. We
will analyse and study the

Supreme Court's reasoning be-
hind this order,” Anil Parab,
Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs said.

MVA ministers said the gov-
ernment will also study whether
the SCdecision infringed on leg-
islative sovereignty. “This deci-
sion does not pertain to
Maharashtra alone but it has
ramifications for legislative bod-
ies, including Parliament and
state legislative assemblies,
across the country.The state leg-
islature secretariat will study
whether parliamentary sover-
eignty is supreme or whether
powers of review of the judici-
ary are applicable on it. A final
decision will be taken by the
Maharashtra assembly Speaker,”
Cabinet minister and senior NCP
leader Nawab Malik said.

Parab also raised the issue
of delay in the appointment of
12 members of the legislative
council by Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari inspite of a rec-
ommendation by the state

council of ministers in
November 2020. He said the SC
order said that no legislative
post should remain vacant for
more than six months and
questioned why the same rule
is not being applied to the nom-
ination of the 12 people to the
legislative council through the
Governor quota.

“For the last one and a half
years, we have been demand-
ing that the Governor should
appoint 12 MLAs to the
Legislative Council. In this re-
gard, even though the Bombay
High Court has not given a di-
rect order to the Governor, it has
observed that these posts can
not be kept vacant. Then, how
can there be two different or-
ders? On the one hand, if a deci-
sion has been taken in the case
of 12 MLAs that the post cannot
be left vacant for more than six
months, then the same justice
should be given to 12 MLAs of
the Legislative Council. So this
isdouble standards,” he added.

In order on BJP MLAs, SC calls for
statesmanship, not brinkmanship

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G.
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

FRIDAY'S SUPREME Court judg-
ment, holding the Maharashtra
Assembly resolution suspending
12 BJP MLAs for one year as “un-
constitutional”, also sought to
highlight “popular sentiments”
about conduct of business in
Parliament and Legislative
Assemblies. The court underlined
thatthe need of the houris “states-
manship,and not brinkmanship”.
Writing fo a three-judge
bench, Justice AM Khanwilkar
said the case has “thrown up an
occasion for all concerned to
ponder over the need to evolve
and adhere to good practices be-
fitting the august body; and ap-
propriately denounce and dis-
courage  proponents  of
undemocratic activities in the
House, by democratically elected
(people's) representatives”.
Pointing out that Parliament
and state Assemblies are regarded
sacred places, the court said these
are “places where robust and dis-
passionate debatesand discussion
inspired by the highest traditions

of truth and righteousness ought
totake place forresolving burning
issues confronting the nation/State
and for dispensing justice — polit-
ical, social and economic”.

“The happenings in the House
are (a) reflection of the contem-
porary societal fabric,” the court
said. It said, “itis in publicdomain
(through print, electronicand so-
cial media) that members of
Parliament or Assembly/Council
of the State spend much of the
time in a hostile atmosphere”.

“Parliament/Legislative
Assembly are becoming more
and more intransigent place," the
judgment noted. “The philosoph-
ical tenet — one must agree to dis-
agree — is becoming a seldom-
seen or a rarity during the
debates. It has become common
to hear that the House could not
complete its usual scheduled
business and most of the time
had been spent in jeering and
personal attacks...instead of eru-
dite constructive and educative
debates consistent with the high-
est tradition of the august body.”

“Thisis the popular sentiment
gaining ground amongst the
common man,” the court added.

Philippines signs deal to
buy BrahMos missiles
from India for $375 mn

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
made a special effort to reach out
toforeign academics, researchers,
scholars, singers and sportsmen
on the occasion of India’s 73rd
Republic Day through personal
letters sent to each of them.

Some of the recipients of the
letter include Polish researcher
Krzysztof lwanek, cricketers Jonty
Rhodes and Chris Gayle, professor
and president of the German
Institute for Global and Area
Studies, Amrita Narlikar,and oth-
ers. In his note to Iwanek, whose
areaof expertise alsoliesin Indian
history and politics, PM said said:
“I decided to write to you and a
few other friends of India, with a
sense of gratitude for your affec-
tion towards Indiaand a hope that
you continue towork closely with
our nation.

PM Modi said in his letter to
Rhodes, “Over the years, you have
developed a profound connection
with India and its culture.”

he stopped eating for three days
and kept crying. Everyone at
home (in the district’s Nakatpura
village) pacified him. We kept him
with us for 15-20 days.”

“All these years, he lived and
prepared in Jaipur, Dholpur, and
even in Gangapur (Sawai
Madhopur). After the results late
last year, we comforted him and
he seemingly recovered after
about 15-20 days,” added Namo
Narayan’s uncle Rambhajan
Meena, a retired headmaster.

“Then he said thathe wants to
go back to Dholpur to prepare,
saying thatas one more examina-
tion is left,” the father said.

After he had resumed livingin
Dholpur by himself, the results for
Patwari posts were declared.
“Following the results on January
25 heagain went into shock,” said

IN A major fillip to India’s hopes
of becoming an exporter of de-
fence platforms, the Philippines
has signed adeal tobuy three bat-
teries of BrahMos missiles, devel-
oped jointly by India’s Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO)and Russia’s
NPO Mashinostroyeniya.

The dealis worth nearly $375
million, and is India’s first signif-
icant defence export.

The Defence Ministry said ina
statement on Friday that BrahMos
Aerospace Private Limited (BAPL),
which manufactures the missiles
in India, “signed a contract with
the Department of National
Defence of the Republic of
Philippines on January 28, 2022,
for supply of shore-based anti-ship
missile system to Philippines”.

“The BAPL is a joint venture
company of the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation. The contract is an
important step forward for

uncle Rambhajan. “He died by
suicide in the intervening night of
January 25-26.”

Family members say they
then went to Dholpur to bring
back the body and discovered the
note. “I had five sons, of which four
were studying. | am about 64-65
years old and can’t work as a
labourer anymore. So I have one
of my sons workas alabourerand
he supports the family,” Bhanwar
Singh said. While Namo Narain
was the eldest, the next, Madan,
26, livesinJaipur and is preparing
for a job with the Railways. The
third one is a labourer and the
youngest two are school students
of Class 11 and Class 12. Two other
daughters are married.

Madan is preparing for the
Railway Recruitment Board’s Non
Technical Popular Categories

New Delhi

Government of India’s policy of
promoting responsible defence
exports,” the statement said.

While the formal contract was
signed on Friday, the Philippines
had given the go-ahead for the
deal on Dec 31. Its National
Defence department had sent a
Notice of Award to BAPL, which
mentioned that BAPL's proposal
for the shore-based anti-ship ac-
quisition project for the Philippine
Navy, with a corresponding price
proposal of $374,962,800, “is
hereby accepted”.

The deal with the Philippines
comes at a time when, like India,
the country has seenits relation-
ship with China sour. Beijing has
been making aggressive moves
in the South China Sea, and
Philippine fishermen have also
had to face China’s maritime
militia. At the same time, India
hasbeeninvolved inan over21-
month-long stand-off with
China in eastern Ladakh.

Sources said other nations in
Southeast Asia have alsoshownin-
terest in buying the missiles, in-
cluding Vietnam and Thailand.

exam. He said: “Ever since the B]P
government has come, they
haven'’t given employment. They
keep postponing and keep taking
time for some reason or the other.”

Madan appeared for the first
stage of Computer Based Test last
year, for which he qualified as per
the results declared this January.
However, in view of protests, the
the Union government has con-
stituted acommittee toreview the
results. The CBT stage two exam,
scheduled from February 15, has
been postponed.

Meanwhile, police said the
family had brought out Narayan'’s
body “quietly” without informing
the landlord. Dholpur Kotwali
SHO Adhyatam Gautam said: “We
have lodged a case since it seems
tobeasuspicious case as the fam-
ily recovered a suicide note.”

This, the order noted, “is dis-
heartening for the observers”
who “earnestly feel it is high
time that corrective steps are
taken by all concerned and the
elected representatives would
do enough to restore the glory
and the standard of intellectual
debates of the highest order, as
have been chronicled of their
predecessors. That legacy should
become more prominent than
the rumpus caused very often”.

The bench said that “aggres-
sion during debates has no place
in the setting of (a) country gov-
erned by the Rule of Law”. It
sought toimpress upon legislators
that “even a complex issue needs
to be resolved in a congenial at-
mosphere by observing collegial-
ity and showing full respect and
deference towards each other”.

It also said that “in any case,
there can be no place for disorderly
conduct in the House, much less
grosslydlsorclerl "”.Such conduct,
it noted, “must be dealt with
sternly for ensuring orderly func-
tioning of the House. But that ac-
tion must be constitutional, legal,
rational and as per the procedure
established by law”.

US: Selling S-400
missile system to
India shines light
on Russia’s
‘destabilising role’

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 28

RUSSIA SELLING the S-400 air de-
fence missile system to India
shines a spotlight on the “desta-
bilising role” that Moscow is play-
ing in the region and potentially
beyond as well, the US has said.

In October 2018, India had
signed a US $5 billion deal with
Russia to buy five units of the S-
400 surface-to-air missile de-
fence system, despite a warning
from the then Trump adminis-
tration that going ahead with the
contract may invite US sanctions.
India has asserted that its deci-
sions are based on its interest to
protect its national security.

“Well in many ways, this
doesn’t change the concerns that
we have with the S-400 system.
[think it shines a spotlight on the
destabilising role that Russia is
playing not only in the region but
potentially beyond as well,” State
Department spokesperson Ned
Price told reporters on Thursday
at his daily news conference.

The US was urging all coun-
tries to avoid major new transac-
tions for Russian weapon sys-
tems, Price said, amidst escalating
tensions between Washington
and Moscow over Ukraine.

The Biden administration has
notyet clarified whether it willim-
pose sanctions on India under the
provisions of the Countering
America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA)for procur-
ing the S-400 missile systems.

“When it comes to CAATSA
sanctions, you've heard me say be-
fore, we haven’t made a determi-
nation with regard to this transac-
tion, but it's something we
continue to discuss with the gov-
ernment of India given the risk of
sanctions for this particular trans-
action under CAATSA,” he said.

CAATSA is a US law that and
authorises the US administration
toimpose sanctions on countries
that purchase major defence
hardware from Russia. PTI
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

1,PUSHPA DAVI CHADHA,W/0
SHADI LAL CHADHA,R/O SD-
452,TOWER-APARTMENT,
PITAMPURA,DELHI-110034.
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
PUSHPA DEVI. 0040600706-4

I Arun Gauba S/o M.L. Gauba R/0
House No-K-306, Central Park-1
Golf Course Road, Sector-42,
Gurgaon Galleria DLF-4
Farruhnagar Gurgaon
Haryana-122009, have changed
my name to Arun S Oberoi

0070770349-1

My Wife’s Name has been
wrongly Published in my
Service Records as Vanita
whereas Correct Name is
Vanita Sandeep Sonawane
(N0.15574855M Naik:
Sonawane Sandeep Kashinath)
105, ENGR REGIMENT vide
affidavit no. B-265 dated
16/11/2021 0090298035-1

I,pratibha, W/o0-Raj Kumar, Add-
210 sant nagar new delhi-
110065, changed my name to
pratibha Rani. 0040600701-4

I,hitherto known as Richa
Vashisth,W/o Deepak Vashisth,
residing at,H.No.-11/7, Mandir-
Marg, Chhajjupur, East-
Babarpur, Shahdara,Delhi-
110032,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Richa Deepak Vashisth.

0040600701-6

1,Deputy khari s/o nawab singh
khari, H.No 5764/6, new
chandrawal kamla-nagar,
Delhi-110007.have changed my
name to Daksh khari,for all
future purposes. 40600716-9

l,Assad S/oWahid Husain R/o-I-
2,First-Floor,Street No.9,
Sangam Vihar,Wazirabad
Delhi-110084,have changed my
name to Asad Wahid,for all
purposes. 0040600701-5

I,Arpit Bindal,S/0 Ram Dhan
Bindal,R/0-45A Riviera,
Apartment Mall,Road Civil,
Lines Delhi-110054, changed
my minor daughter name Myra
to MyraBindal. 0040600701-7

I,Anjali D/0 Narender Kumar
R/0-36, Ashiana Apartments,
Harsh Vihar Pitampura Delhi-
110034,have changed my name
to AnjaliSharma.  40600701-9

I, VIJAY KUMAR, R/0 Village-
Khairana, P/O Bewal, Tehsil-
Kanina, Distt.-Mohindergarh,
Haryana-123021,have changed
my son’s name from AYUSH
KUMAR to AYUSH SHARMA.

0040600716-6

1, Shally W/0 Kuldeep Chauhan
R/0 306-F, Pocket-2, Mayur
Vihar, Phase -1, New Delhi -
110091 have changed my name
to Shally Chauhan.

0070770337-1

l, RENU SHARMA, W/0 Vijay
Kumar, R/o Village-Khairana,
P/0 Bewal,Tehsil-Kanina, Distt.-
Mohindergarh, Haryana-
123021, have changed my name
from RANU to RENU SHARMA.

0040600716-5

I,Sukhwinder Pal Singh Lamba
S/o0,Raghbir Singh Lamba R/o-
H.No0.J-9/9 2nd-Floor, DLF-City
Phase-2,Gurgaon, Haryana-
122002,have changed my name
to Sukhwinder Singh Lamba.

0040600716-7

I,Sudesh W/o Narender Kumar
R/0-36 Ashiana, Apartments,
Harsh,Vihar Pitampura Delhi-
110034,have changed my minor
son name,from Keshav aged-
17,years to Keshav Sharma.

0040600701-8

I,Sardar Darshan Singh/S
Darshan Singh,S/o Sujaan
Singh,R/0 N-174,Gali No.9,
Vishnu Garden,Tilak Nagar,
Delhi-110018 have changed my
name to DARSHAN SINGH

0040600644-1

I,Sandeep Kumar Jajoo,S/o
Pawan Kumar R/0-H.No0.180,
Gali.No.7,East Azad-Nagar
Delhi-110051,have changed my
name to Sandeep Jaju,forall
purposes 0040600701-3

I,Royas Joseph Eattackal,S/o
Joseph Eattackal Thomas,R/0
JB-32-D,Hari Enclave,
Harinagar,Delhi-110064 have
changed my name to ROYAS
JOSE 0040600647-1

I,Rekha,D/o-Devender
Chauhan,R/0-H.No.F-920,
Inder-Enclave,Phase-2, Kirari
Suleman Nagar,Delhi-86,
inform that my father’s name,
wrongly written,in my
document as Devanand,
instead of Devender Chauhan

0040600706-2

I,Ravi sonkar,S/0 Ganeshi LaL,
Add-32-B, DDA-Flats, Taimoor-
Nagar, New Friends, Delhi,
Changed my name to Ravi
Shanker. 0040600701-2

I,Raj Rani,W/0-Sh. Ravinder
Kumar,R/0-9/4414,Gali.no-7,
Ajit Nagar,Gandhi Nagar, Delhi-
110031,inform that Rani and Raj
Raniare one and the same
person. 0040600706-1

I,Pooja Sachdeva,W/o Vikram
Mehta,R/0 C-40,Second Floor,
Vijay Vihar Phase-2, Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
Divya Mehta,for all purposes.

0040600716-3
I,Mubarik Hussain,S/o
Nasruddin R/0-A-15-A DDA-Flat

Munirka,New Delhi-110067,
have changed my nameto

I, Qamar Aleem S/o Khalique
Ahmad R/o Flat No.H-801,
Amaatra Homes, Plot No.GH-
02C, Sector-10, Greater Noida
West, Gautam Budh Nagar, UP-
201308 have changed my name
to Qamar Aleem Saifi.

0040600656-1

I, Mayra Rajeev D/o Sh.
Abhishek Mishra, A562E, 2nd
Floor, Block A, Sushant Lok-1,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122001 have
changed my name from Mayra
Rajeev to Myra Mishra for all
future Purpose.  0040600672-1

l, Manoj Kumar Sharma s/o
Janardan Sharma, R/0 89A, Gali
No.1, GuptaEnclave, Vikas
Nagar, Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi-110059 have changed my
name to Manoj Kumar,
permanently 0040600658-1

l, Manoj Kumar S/O Pyare Lal,
born on 22-08-1986 residing at
3/9 KAD Road Shipra Suncity
Indirapuram Ghaziabad
201014, have corrected my
Father’s name spelling Pyre Lal
to Pyare Lalin passportvide
affidavit dated 13 Dec 2021 at
Gurgaon. 0050191085-1

I, Manju Kumari alias Manju, D/o
Karan Singh And W/o Giri Raj
Singh,R/0 UG 2 T-7, Civitech
Florencia, Park Sapphir Ram
Prastha Greens, Sec-7, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh
201010, have changed my name
toManjuSingh.  0070770351-1

1, Deepak Kumar S/0 Sukhdev
Raj Wadera, R/0 A-36, Near
Sadiq Nagar, Sanwal Nagar,
Delhi-110049, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Deepak Kumar
Wadera. 0070768560-2

l,Kashish S/o Surender
Manocha,R/0 A-55, GF,New
Moti Nagar Delhi-15,have
changed my name to Kashish
Manocha. 0040600716-1

I, Atul Sharma R/o0 C-1204, 12th
Floor Uninav Heights, Raj
Nagar Extension, Ghaziabad,
UP-201017. Have changed the
name (added surname) of my
daughter (age 02 years) Dhruvi
to Dhruvi Sharma for all future
purposes. 0040600678-1

IMohd Nadim S/o Akhlaq
Mohammad R/0 H.N0.8035, Gali
Tyre Wali, Bara Hindu Rao,
Delhi-110006 have changed my
name to Mohammad Nadeem

LOST & FOUND

1, Pallavi Goyal, W/o Dicky Goyal,
R/0Q-12,Sec-12,Noida, U.P.,
have lost my original Property
Documents (Transfer
Memorandum) vide no 4567
dated 23-05-2016 of Plot AG-51,
sec-144,Noida. Cont.:
9818044893. 0070770308-1

l,Ameruddin,S/o Salauddin,R/o-
B-140 Gali.No.2,Indra-Vihar,
Delhi-110094,have lost my
original LIC-Policy Bond
policy.n0.128044623, please
finder Contact-9810170784.

0040600716-10

I, Kailash Chand Garg, S/o
Radhey Shyam, R/0 38, Defence
Enclave, Vikas Marg, Delhi,
have lost my Buyer Agreement
dated 12.04.1986 & Property
Documents of A/23/9, DLF
Phase-1, Gurgaon Haryana
Qutab Enclave & Sale Deed,
Vasika Number 8459 dated
01.01.1990. If found please
contact 9810309793,
kcgarg38@gmail.com

0070770291-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

Our Clientess Smt Wakila W/o Md.
Ayub R/o RZ-1B/168, Gali No. 5,
Dayal Park, West Sagar Pur, Delhi-
110046 hereby inform general
public that she has severed all her
relations her son Usman and his
wife Furkana and hereby debarred
and disowned them from her
movable and immovable properties
from today as they are not in their
control. Please note that my
clientess will not be responsible/
liable if anybody deals with them
in respect of their movable and

immovable properties.
HARMINDER SINGH BANGA
(Advocate)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known that we for and on behalf of
our clients, Mr. Gulshan Nanda S/o Mr.
Chunni Lal Nanda and Ms. Anju Nanda
W/o Mr. Gulshan Nanda, both R/o D-37,
Ajay Enclave, Near Subhash Nagar
turn, New Delhi-110018 hereby declare
and inform the public at large that they
are having leasehold rights with respect
to and ownership of, the property
bearing flat no. 246D, MIG Green Flats,
Rajouri Garden-110027.
If any person disputes or otherwise
claims any right, title or interest in the
aforesaid property in any manner
whatsoever, he/ she/ they may come
forward and contact the undersigned
with documentary proof within fifteen
(15) days from the date of publication of
this notice
Sd/-
Narendra Kalra
Advocate
Ch. No. 34, Tehsil building,
Tis Hazari Courts, New Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
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ADITYA DAHIYA (Advocate)

3, BABAR LANE, SECOND FLOOR,
BENGALI MARKET, N.DELHI-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is general information
that I, Vinita Arya D/O
Vijay Kumar Arya R/O F-
57, Kalyani Farm, Radhey
Mohan drive, 5th avenue
jaunapur village, Fatehpur
Beri, South Delhi-110074
declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written
as Vinita Kishore in my
pan card. The actual
name of mine is Vinita
Arya respectively, which
may be amended
accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Ms. Sushma
Aggarwal D/o Mr. Shiv Ji (W/o
Mr. Rajesh Kumar Goel) is the
owner of Entire Third Floor
Prop. No. B-1/200. Yamuna
Vihar Delhi, and he has lost the
Original Page No. 5 i.e. Sale
deed dated 31.12.2010 Our
client has also lodged a FIR
dated 20.01.2022 for the
same. Any person dealing with
the said document may do so

8 booked for
‘disrespecting’
flag on R-Day

Lucknow: Eight people have been
booked for allegedly disrespect-
ing the national flag at a function
atTewdavillage in Muzaffarnagar
on Republic Day. No arrests have
been made. Police have also in-
voked the Epidemic Disease Act
against the accused.

Police learnt about the inci-
dent after a video was circulated
on social media.

Station House Officer of
Kakrauli Sunil Sharma said the
accused, who work in the elec-
tricity department, hoisted the
national flag on their office
premises on Republic Day.

Police said they played music
on high volume and draped a
three-wheeler with the
Tricolour. In the video, the ac-
cused are seen sitting on the na-
tional flag and touching it with
their legs, said Sharma.  ENS

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to general public, that my
client Smt. Geeta Kohli, D/o Late Sh. D.N.
Arora, W/o Sh. Rishi Kohli, R/o B-3/160,
Paschim Vihar, New Delhi- 110063,
having AADHAR No. 510343584007,
hereby bring to the notice of one and all,
that she has disowned debarred her
husband namely Sh. Rishi Kohli, D.O.B:
15/09/1974, from all their moveable and
immovable properties and assets in her
name, and also from all her service-cum-
retirement benefits, claims, funds and
compensation she is entitled to. In future
the claims and objections of my client's
husband namely Sh. Rishi Kohli over my
client's moveable and immovable
properties, assets and other benefits as
mentioned above shall be treated as null

and void in any court of Law.
Sd/-
Virender K. CHANDEL
(Advocate)
Ch. No. 603, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed
that my client Alwin William S/o
resident of S-26, Gali No,4, South
Anarkali, East Delhi, Delhi-110051,
has disowned/debarred his son
namely Aishish William and his wife
Priya William from all his movable
/immovable properties/ assets due to
their misconduct/ misbehaviour
towards my client and severed all his
relations with them. Anybody dealing
with them will do so at his/her/their
own risks and responsibilities. My
client shall not be held responsible
for any kind of act done by them.

Sd/-

ANUJ SHARMA (ADVOCATE)

ENRO. No. D/865/2014
Chamber SDM Gailry,
Patiala House Courts,
New Delhi-110001
Mobie No. 9870450035
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Days after reunion with his elder brother,
Sikka Khan gets Pakistan visa to visit him

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

DAYS AFTER two brothers sepa-
rated in 1947 were reunited af-
ter 74 years at Kartarpur Sahib
Corridor, Pakistan High
Commission in New Delhi on
Friday issued a visa to Sikka Khan
to visit his brother Muhammed
Siddique and other family mem-
bers in Pakistan.

“The story of the two broth-
ers is a powerful illustration of
how the historic opening of the
visa-free Kartarpur Sahib
Corridor in November 2019 by
Pakistan is bringing people closer
toeach other,” the Pakistan High
Commission said on Friday.

Separately, India said it has a
“positive approach” onreligious
tourism between the two coun-

Granddaughter
of BSY found
dead in her
Bengaluru flat

Bengaluru: A granddaughter of
former Karnataka chief minister
BS Yediyurappa was found dead
in her apartment in central
Bengaluru on Friday morning.

Police suspect it is a case of
death by suicide. A case of unnat-
ural death has been registered.

Police say, Dr Soundarya V'Y,
29, was found hanging in her
bedroom around 10 am Friday
by her hus-
band, Dr
Neeraj S —
police said he
had rushed
back from
work on be-
ing in-
formed by
their house-
hold help that Soundarya was
not responding despite re-
peated knocking on the door.

She was declared dead on
arrival at the city’s Bowring
Hospital. Soundarya, daugh-
ter of Yediyurappa's second
daughter, Padmavathi,
worked at a private hospital in
Bengaluru. The couple’s child
is about five months old.

Dr KV Sathish, one of the
doctors who conducted the
autopsy at Bowring Hospital,
told the media that there was
a mark on her neck. “The re-
port has been submitted to
the tehsildar,” he added. ENS

SoundaryaVY

During the brothers’ recent
reunion at Kartarpur Sahib

tries and is ready to discuss ex-
pansion of pilgrimage sites on
both sides. India is keen to in-
clude temples in Balochistan and
Gurdwaras in Sindh and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa as part of Indian
pilgrims visiting Pakistan.
Ministry of External Affairs’

official spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said, “As you are aware,
under the 1974 Protocol between
India and Pakistan, visits to reli-
gious shrines are being facilitated
regularly. There is an interest on
both sides to expand the agreed
list of shrines and mode of travel.
It naturally needs to be discussed
under the Protocol.”

“Let me underline that India
has a positive approach on this
matter and is willing to engage the
Pakistani side. You are also aware
that currently restrictions are in
place on movement and gather-
ings in view of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. As the situation nor-
malises, we expect that this time
canbe utilised to hold discussions
under the bilateral Protocol. It is
our hope to facilitate early ex-
change of visits toall shrines of in-
terest to pilgrims,” he said.

Days after he met his elder
brother at Kartarpur Gurdwaraon
January 10, Sikka had said, “Please
give me a visa. [ want to go to my
brother as soon as possible.”

Seventy-four years after the
border split the two Punjabs,
leaving Sikka and his mother on
one side and his elder brother
Sadiq Khan and father in the
Pakistani part, all it took for the
search toend was a video shared
on social media. A day after a
YouTuber in Pakistan, Nasir
Dhillon, uploaded Sadiq’s ap-
peal, he got a call from a rural
medical practitioner from
Sikka’s village Phulewal. He said
the man Sadiq was looking for
was Habib alias Sikka Khan, who
lived in their village.

It took two more years though
for the brothers to finally meet,
overcoming the paperwork.

Mandaviya reviews Covid status
in South, urges focus on clusters

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

HEALTH MINISTER Mansukh
Mandaviya on Friday held a
Covid-19 review meeting with
five southern states and three
Union Territories and empha-
sised that they should keep a
close watch on emerging clusters
and hotspots being reported in
the third wave of the pandemic.

In his meeting with his coun-
terparts from Karnataka, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Puducherry,
Andaman & Nicobar Islands,and
Lakshadweep, Mandaviya reiter-
ated that the five strategies of
Test-Track-Treat-Vaccinate & ad-
herence to COVID-Appropriate
Behaviour, coupled with effective
surveillance of cases, remain cru-

New Delhi: Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI), the
drug regulator, Friday granted
approval to Bharat Biotech to
conduct phase-3 clinical trial of
its nasal Covid-19 vaccine.
During this, Bharat Biotech will
conduct BBV154 nasal vaccine

DCGI allows Bharat Biotech to hold
phase-3 trials for nasal Covid vaccine

for both two-dose primary
schedule as well as the booster
dose schedule.BBV154 isaade-
novirus vector intranasal
Covid-19 vaccine. The in-
tranasal immunisation of
BBV154 can create animmune
response in the nose. ENS

cial for Covid-19 management.

The meeting comes a day af-
ter the Health Ministry on
Thursday highlighted that
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
and Andhra Pradesh are among
the top 10 states contributing the
maximum number of active cases
to the national Covid-19 tally.

The ministry had said
Karnataka is contributing to
16.25% of the total active cases
reported in the country at pres-
ent. The state's 27 districts are re-
porting more than 10% positiv-
ity rate, while Kerala's 14 districts
are reporting more than 10%
positivity rate, it said.

T20 match: Sanction awaited, cops file
charge sheet against Kashmiri students

BASHAARAT MASOOD
&MANISH SAHU
SRINAGAR, LUCKNOW,
JANUARY 28

HIS SON phoned in the morning,
the one call of a few minutes he
is allowed every week, says
Mohammad Shaban Ganai.
“Showkat was crying, it felt as if

THAN STATE COOPERATIVE BANK LTD.

DC-1, Opposite Nehru Ba

Commissioning of Thales LUNA A700 HS|
2. Bid No. RSCB/Oracle/21-22/01 — RFP fo
Software Security Products

w

Debit ChipCard - cum Magstripe- EMV R

=

. Bid No. RSCB/IT-AMC-FMS/21-22/01- Re
IT FMS services & Comprehensive onsi

Schedule for tenders:-

. Bid No. RSCB/RUPAY CARDS/21-22/01 -

lodyan, Tonk Road, Jaipur

Tender Notice No. RSCB/Purchase/21-22/01
Sealed tenders are invited from eligible bidders for following:-
1. Bid No. RSCB/HSM/21-22/01 - Request for proposal for Supply, Installation, Testing &

M device or higher
r Supply & Installation of Oracle Database

RFP for End to End supply of EMV Rupay
uPay Kisan Debit chip card - cum Magstripe

personalization, plastic, chip, welcome kit stationery & collaterals etc.

qest For Proposal for Selecting an Agency for
te AMC of IT Infrastructure installed in Data

Center (Jaipur), Disaster Recovery Site (Jodhpur) & IT infrastructure at HO/Branches of
The Rajasthan State Cooperative Bank Ltd. Jaipur

S.No. Events Particulars

Date & time for tenders

1. Start date and time of download of e-bid

29.1.2022, 10.00 AM

Last date and time of download of

e-bid 17.2.2022, 5.00 PM

Last Date of submission of e-bid w

ith Bid security| 17.2.2022, 5.00 PM

Opening of Technical bid/e-bid

18.2.2022, 11.00 AM

el Bl Fead I

Websites where tender is available

https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
https://rscb.org.in,
https://sppp.raj.nic.in

Managing Director

a knife was pierced through
my heart.”

Showkat Ahmad Ganai
and two other Kashmiri stu-
dents, Arsheed Yusuf and
Inayat Altaf Sheikh, have now
been in Agra District Jail for
three months, facing charges
of sedition and promoting en-
mity between groups for al-
legedly cheering for Pakistan
during a T20 World Cup
match that India lost. On

Tuesday, the Agra police filed a
chargesheet in the case before
the CJM Court, though sanction
for prosecution under sedition
and other charges is still awaited.
The court passed an order taking
cognizance of the chargesheet.

Inspector Pravindra Kumar
Singh, the investigating officer,
says they filed the chargesheet
as “the stipulated period tofile it
(90days)wasending”. “We sent
a letter to the state government
seeking prosecution sanction
against the accused after collect-
ing evidence against them... We
attached a photocopy of the let-
ter (with the chargesheet),” the
inspector said.

Charges were filed against the
three under IPC Sections 124-A
(sedition), 153-A (promoting en-
mity between different groups)
and 505 (1)(B) (with intent to

cause, or which s likely to cause,
fear or alarm to the public, or to
any section of the public). Sections
124-A,153-Aand 505 (1)(B) need
to be approved by the state gov-
ernment before the charges are
accepted ina court of law.

The Agra police letteris dated
November. Police also sent de-
tails of the case to the govern-
ment to verify.

Studying atan Agra engineer-
ing college under the Prime
Minister’s Special Scholarship
Scheme for J&K students, the
three youths had allegedly shared
“anti-India” messages on
WhatsApp after Pakistan's victory.

Ganai said that before every
hearing, his son's lawyer says he
is very hopeful of bail. But then
comes the court order. "We are
unable to understand whatis hap-
pening. We are losing hope for jus-

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE

Invitation of tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems)

tice... I had to sell my
cow tofight for his bail.
[ have taken a loan of
Rs 50,000-Rs 60,000

N.LT. No.

| 17-A-21-22WE

| GEMBID No. | GEMI2022/B/1881866

from neighbours. But

Praveen.for all future forall purposes. 40600625-8 \?vthgitss/oheevre?wgngfislélgm ngﬁn?ﬁé there is no outcome.”
' ! ! " Name of Work Hiring of Inspection Vehicle for ADEN/E-| and ADEN/E-Il under Shabir Ahmad
purposes. 0040600716-8  IMAHESH KUMAR JAIN S/0 basis of the title document will R A R A ith i i )
1.Mohd Hanif.S/o-Abdul Masid Surender Kumar Jain R/o0 D 184, be entertained within 07 days EAST CENT L ".WAY with its location | Sr.DEN/Estate for 21 months. Sheikh, the uncle of
'R/(())-B-24a?;la,|i r\(j)(; ) s#astﬁSI , Ashok Vihar, Phase 1, Delhi g;ypsuu%lﬁar;lg%r; fitlfealimgre\g?l%r; - - f%{% vios Onen Tender for the ol Approx cost of work | 321,11,536/- | EMD Amount | 42,231/- InayatAltaf, said: "Our
b 11005 110052 have changed my name im i i f e Sr. for and on behalf of the President of India invites Open Tender for the following Completi iod of work .
Park, Delhi-110053,that name £o MANEESH KUMAR JAIN B ey Wl e oarmed works. The last date of dropping of tender is 21.02.2022 upto 15:00 hrs. Al information and tender ompletion period of work 1 Year(s) 9 Month(s) lawyer is unable to
of my father,mistakenly binding on our client. documents related to tender is available on Website:- www_ireps_govlin_ Date and Time fqr submission of Closing date of tender on understand the delay
written,in my passport no. 0040600655-1 Sd/- Manoj Kumar, Advocate, st Trai Chargeablel . Space and Reserve Price tender and opening of tender 18.02.2022 at 1500 hrs. inbail. He says there is
K3340105 as Abdul Majid, I,Prachi D/o Late Raj Kumar,R/o CH No. 192, Tis Hazari Courts, No. ’\r‘%ln From-To |Frequency| distance %?:l: €| Carrying Capacity | (per single trip Website particular notice board location Above tender available novalid reason.”
instead of Abdul Masid H.N0.311/21.Gali No.5 (Civil Side) Delhi-54 | O (Km) (in tone) in Rs.) complete details of tender can be seen and on website i.e ITHINPUT
A - all = 1.119052| MFP-BL M 1781 S F-1 (FLWLRRM) (3.9 5264/- address of the office from where the tender o W uTts
0040600706-3 Madanpuri, Gurgaon, —PUBLIC NOTICE : qn ( ) (3.9) form can be purchased etc. www-gem.-gov-in FROM AMIL
1Jatin Kashyap S/0 Manoj (l:]aryar:ja)-lzzool,za\;e hi o e o oot 5 Eigz M;L' A:‘SIIT ga!:y ;(1)2? 'F; :: Elt::m:ggm; gg; 1?525 - 128-W/269/0ET/21-22/WE/NIT/17(A) Dated: 28.01.2022 205/22 BHATNAGAR
changed my name to Prachi 1, Gurugram, Hal an’a resently owned & b - ally - g -
Kashyap R/0 C-227/27, Guru + Gurugram, Haryana, presently owne SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
k Arora. 0040600716-2 possessed by Smt. Kusum Kalra by virtue 4.113420| MFP - BGP Dail 237 P F-1(4.0 2246/-
Nanak Pura, Laxmi Nagar of Award of the Permanent Lok Adalat vide| £ Y ( 2 )
Delhi-110092, have changed my order dated 02.03.2009, duly regitered 5.[13158|MFP - KOAA|  Wed 566 B F-1,R-1(4.0) 1995/- - r
name to Jatin Singh P ;rg:e'nfséﬁérf3t§siol‘rf'?h3e:?§§f 6.[15001| MFP-DDN| Mon 124 S |F-1(FLWLRRM) (3.9)]  3536/- Z‘ég%iftta_°fc'§t':o§ak§v§2?;% Notice Invitin (o] RFP
‘opel s are free from all sorts of copy, itis not possible to veril
00707703521 NOTICE ncimbyanok, few Ik dpcuments ot 7.[15203[ BJU-LIN | Daily | 674 R |F1,F2&R-1(40) | 6990- necomeme.” The indian | [ NG Agri/Engg/4958/RFP/Solar Pump-set/ 2021-22/
i infe d isplaced bl i
l,Mayank S/o Devender Kumar COLECHTA "Wio' SHRT RAN Sometnes 1 001 014 f asne Kur o |[IGPP | WAP= VAR || o || 276F R |F-1 (FLWLRRM) (3.9)] 20465/- Comtenia; mar for any 1055 or || | IN continuation to earlier notice inviting RFP published
Gosain R/0 H.No-2,F/F, Gali.No- AVTAR, RIO A-811, NEW SAINIK Dehi Polce, RS, Cime.Branch, vide LR 9.|15272| MFP-HWH| Tue 547 P__|F-1 (FLWLRRM) (3.9)] 3794/ ramsaenans i comeme, || |vide no. Agri/fEngg/4958/RFP/Solar Pump-set/2021-
3,Ram Chander Enclave,Mohan VIHAR, MOHAN GARDEN, UTTAM No. 77653/2022, dated 28.01.2022. Instruction to Tenderers: 01. Availability of Tender document: Tender documentis available on the website of | [| 23505, or nowamanare . . ’
Garden,Uttam-Na Ihi- NAGAR NEW DELHI- 110059 It s hereby notified that any person, Indian Railway Electronic Procurement System (IREPS), 02. Date and Time fixed for biding of e-tender: | || or Pubtications. we mererore || | 22/01 dtd.20/08/2021, the Chief Engineer Agriculture
: gar, Delhi wants to disown her son's namely ety o/ company, Bank, HOF/ member] 21.02.2022 upto 15:00 hrs., 03. Date and Time fixed for Opening of e-tender : 21.02.2022 after 15:00 | || rociee "mecossory” inquiries he Di i '
110059,have changed my name AMIT, from self acquired movable entity, firm/ company, Bank, HUF/ memberl 02. upto 15:00 hrs., 03. Date and Time fixed for Opening of e-tender : 21.02.2022 after 15 make " nocessary inquirios Assam on behalf of the Director of Agriculture, Assam
to Mayank Gosain andimmovable property for utureal of HUR financial intitution having any hrs., 04. Details of Website where e-tender is to be submitted : Tenderers are to be submitted online only | || 25tere sencing any monies or || | = .
: alions and-above Statements ace e et Ol en o through IREPS For details please visit website www.ireps.gov.in No Mannual tender will be accepted. with advertisers or otherwise invites Request Proposal for empanelment of additional
0040600716-4 true and correct in the best of my s lost and/or objection to_thereof, hey PR/01581/SEE/COMLIT/21-22/63 Divisional Commercial Manager (C)/SEE | || 2 Wanner whatsoover manufacturers/ system integrators for Supply, Installation

she/ they may lodge/ notify the same to
the undersigned with documentary proof/|
court judgement within 10 days from the|
day of publication of this public notice,|
failing which any further/ future claim/|

knowledge and belief. :

Date : 29/01/2022 LECHHA

Place : New Delhi GULEC
SURVPRIYE (ADVOCATE)

I,Mamta W/o Manish Bhaskar
R/0-9/36 Eklavya Vihar Sector-
9,Vasundhara Ghaziabad U.P-

and Commissioning of SPV Water Pumping System and
Installation of STW on turn-key basis in Assam to

GRATION, TESTING AND COMMISSION-
ING OF ALL HARDWARE & SOFTWARE
(ALONG WITH MAINTENANCE FOR 5
YEARS) FOR UPGRADING 11 NOS. TOLL
PLAZAS OF KMP EXPRESSWAY IN THE
STATE OF HARYANA ON ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE (Al) BASED SYSTEMS
H AN ESTIMATED COST
RS.4834.00 LACS

23.02.2022

D-4239/2018, SY & ASSOCIATES objection(s) shall be rejected. NAME OF | NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER | OPENING DATE AMOUNT/ WEBSITE OFTHE NoDAL officer/con- || | facilitate wide range of opportunities to the farmers for

201012,have changed my name (V) - 9717847404, 8285547179 Amit Chaudhary (Advocate No BOARD/ CLOSING DATE | EMD (APPROX.) BOAR TACT DETAILS/EMAIL " 9 Pp .
to Mamta Bhaskar. ' Cho 561, St Court. . il W) 91014775 CORP/AUTH IN RUPEES CORPJAUTH selection of brand/ model of solar pump-set of their
0040600701-1 : y gl 5 5 HSIIDC DESIGN, SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, INTE- 31.01.2022 96.68 LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in 8558829223 ChOICe |nte|’ested SUpp|IeI’S WhO have quallfled |n the

kmpcell.ho@hsiidc.org.in

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public at Large is informed that
my client Sh. Bharat Bhusan Verma S/o
Late Sh. Bindadeen Verma R/o 17/9,
Parsi  Mohalla, Indore, Madhya
Pradesh, being the sole Class-2 heir of
Late Brij Kishore Verma (Brother) who
owned 4 properties during his lifetime

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public at Large is informed that
my client Sh. Prafull Verma S/o Sh.
Bharat Bhusan Verma R/o 17/9, Parsi
Mohalla, Indore, Madhya Pradesh, is
the actual Nominee in the Max life
insurance policy vide no. 715936100
and bank accounts of Late Brij Kishore

competitive bid published and conducted by Energy
Efficiency Service Ltd. (EESL) on behalf of MNRE vide
No. EESL/06/2020-21/KUSUM/SWPS/1-10HP/Off
Grid/202101032 Dated 14-1-2021 may submit their

I,Karamjeet Singh S/O
Paramjeet Singh R/0-547/A,
Rishi Nagar, Rani-Bagh,Delhi
Changed Name To Karamjeet
Singh Sandhu.  0040600701-10

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

I, Adesh Tyagi, age 50 yrs, 5/0 ncasuring 185 a4, yarde, Kiasra No. Which i salary Account Vide account TI74HRY proposal for empanelment. Detail RFP document may be
Anand, R/0 Vill-Chandpur, Known as Jai Vinar Nanglo, Nafloam Nejatgarh and one is i Bank of Baroda downloaded from departmental website
Post: Shahpur, Muzaffarnagar, Road, Jai Viar, Deli 110045, 2) Pl Safcuiang. Dbt from which. 1o f#‘:‘i DELHI JAL BOARD DELHI SARKAR | .. https://diragri.assam.gov.in
ar Pradesh- , have o, Vi ) 144 C i i i
changed my name and shall Known as Jei Vinar Nanglo, Nafloam Fabdlenty ansianed i the Accout === | OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (T)/A.C.E. (M)-4 @ @ The proposal shall be submitted electronically in PDF
Road, Jai Vihar, Delhi-110043, 3) P f Ms. Rashmi K i (wh Iread Wl . .
hereafter be known as Adesh - 1022, areh measuring 300 &q. yards xired a5 per th it 1 30 12 2021 Criee 4 LUCKNOW ROAD, TIMAR PUR, DELHI- 110054. ki alda format as an attachment to ceagriassan.yahoo.in and

received from Max Life Insurance on
10.01.2022) which is in IDFC Bank,

Kumar for future purposes. Beln, Golony krown 5 4 Vibar 1 Short NIT No. 72(item no. 1) (2021-22) E.E. (T/A.C.E(M)-4. the hardcopy to be submitted to O/o the Chef Engineer,

0070770283-1 Block, Baprola, New Delhi-110043, 4) Karol Bagh vide no. 10077042678, so, S. Name of work Esitmated| Date of release of | Earnest| Tender Fee| Last date/time of receipt of . . .
pal Nagar, measuring 150 sq. no one should try to disturb the account a
" " yards, Delhi. The abovesaid properties of Ms. Rashmi Kumari or try to release No Cost (Rs.) |tender in e‘Pfocuremem Money (Non- tender through . Agrlcu ltu re, ASSam, Directorate of Ag ricultu re,
IReeta Devi D/o Late Sh. Shiv are subject matter in a pending lawsuit the amount from the account of Ms. solution fundabl p! 1t solution Khanapara’ Guwahat|-22 on or before 17/02/2022 from
Prakash Pandey W/o Sh. and if anyone created third party Rashmi Kumari except my client as he 1. [Trapping of drains in Rajasthani Udhyog|26,92,649/- 28.01.2022 53,900/-| 500/~ |Technical bid will be received

interest or purchase these properties or
entered into an agreement of any type
in regards of these abovesaid
properties, it will be on their own risk or
cost. My client shall not be responsible
for any such transactions.

is the actual custodian of the depositor.
The amount in the Account of Rashmi
Kumari has already been freezed by the
Bank on the complaint of my client. My
client shall not be responsible for any
such transactions.

10.00 AM to 5.00 PM.
The authority will not be liable for delay in submission of
proposal due to any reason and system errors (if any).
Sd/-
Chief Engineer, Agriculture, Assam
JANASANYOG /C/ 11164/21 Khanapara, Guwahati-22

Nagar, S.M.A and S.S.I industrial area
in to DJB sewer line (Discharging in
CETP) in AC-04 under ACE (M)-04.

1.D. 2022_DJB_215492_1

Further details in this regard can be seen at https:/govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Sd/- (S.K. SINGH)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1056(2021-22) EXECUTIVE ENGINEER-T (M)-4

“STOP CORONA: *Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

12 P.M. onward 07.02.2022, 3:00 PM & opening
of Financial bid after completion
of technical bid & confirmation

of EMD from Bank.

Shashank Tiwari R/0 29-C,
Ganesh Nagar Extn-2, Shakar
Pur Baramad, Shakarpur East
Delhi, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name to Kajal
Prrakash for all purposes.

0040600625-9

Sd/-
SANOBAR ALI
Advocate
GLOBAL JURIS CONSULTANTS
C-121/122, C.L. JOSEPH BLOCK,
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-54

Sd/-
SANOBAR ALI
Advocate
GLOBAL JURIS CONSULTANTS
C-121/122, C.L. JOSEPH BLOCK,
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-54

New Delhi
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TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

DASHBOARD, AS ON JAN 27
Active cases

eyl New cases

Deaths

R 251,209 | 21,0561 | 627
Sml Weekly CFR: 0.29% | OverallCFR:1.35% | Total deaths: 4,02,327
NEW CASES, DAILY
™
c 8 8 8 8 8¢ 2 3
[ ~ [y ™ ] S X QU M
g = X 3 8 &5 8 8 8
350000 & @ = N NS
175,000 O’OM_O\O__O—_O\?
2,51,209
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Janis e LAST 10 DAYS . Jan27
SURGE IN THE STATES
State ON JANUARY 27 Weekly
New Cases | ActiveCases | Deaths | positivity
Kerala 51,739 3,10,202 153 4623%
Karnataka 38,083 3,28,741 49 22.71%
Tamil Nadu 28,515 2,13,534 53 19.71%
Maharashtra 25425 2,87,397 53 20.42%
AndhraPradesh| 13474 1,09,493 9 30.66%
CASES IN THE CITIES, LAST 10 DAYS
DELHI MUMBAI
15,000 11,684 8,000 6,149
4,291
7,500 4,000 1384
0 0
Jan18 Jan27 Jan18 Jan27
PUNE BENGALURU
20,000 35,000 25,595 17,717
11,748 8,094 |
10,000 17,500
0 0
Jan18 Jan27 Jan18 Jan27
KOLKATA CHENNAI
2,500 2205 10,000 8,305 5,591
1,250 423 5000
0 0
Jan18 Jan27 Jan18 Jan27
TOTAL TESTS 72,37,48,555
TESTSON JAN 27 WEEKLY POSITIVITY OVERALL POSITIVITY
15,82,307 16.84% 5.61%
INDIA TOTAL DOSES 164,44,73,216

(Adults 1st dose: 89,09,39,447; adults second dose:69,88,03,190;
15-18 age group first dose: 4,43,89,137; precautionary doses: 1,03,41,442)

M Firstdose M Seconddose

JANUARY 27: 60,34,009

50,00,000

35,72,691
2500000 45,15,018 / \
o L4 \/1162,079
19,35,149
0 T T T T T T T T T T

LAST 10 DAYS (daily)

Jan18 e

Jan27

&) SHUBHRA RANJAN

Admissions open at all our regional centres
Quality Enrichment Program
(QEP)

For more details: +91-9910812719 | www.shubhraranjan.com

Always Ahead

A beautiful secret: Garcia Mar

PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

DURING THE course of conversations with
his biographer Gerald Martin, whose Gabriel
Garcia Mdrquez: A Life (1998) chronicles the
extraordinary life and career of the Nobel
Prize-winning Colombian writer, Marquez
once remarked, “All human beings have
three lives: public, private, and secret.”

Eightyears after his deathin April 2014 at
the age of 87, Marquez's own secret life came
to light recently when the Colombian news-
paper El Universal de Cartagena published a
news report, confirmed to the Associated
Press by two relatives of the writer, about a
closely guarded family secret — Marquez’s
child with Mexican writer and journalist
Susana Cato, with whom he had an extra-
marital relationship in the 1990s.

The daughter, Indira Cato, now in her
30s, is a documentary film producer based
out of Mexico City. Marquez, who was mar-
ried to Mercedes Barcha for over 57 years,
also had two sons with her, Rodrigo and

Gonzalo Garcia Barcha.

The confirmation

Inanarticle published in El Pais, Gustavo
Tatis Guerra, the journalist who broke the
identity of Gabo’s daughter, wrote, “On the
day of Gabriel Garcia Marquez's death, on
Maundy Thursday, during that April of bril-
liant light and omens near the oceanin San
Antero, someone alluded to an uncon-
firmed rumour that the author of One
Hundred Years of Solitude (1967) had a
daughter, and that it was a closely guarded
secret... [t was a rumour that resurfaced sus-
piciously during Garcia Marquez's funeral
and memorial at the Palacio de las Bellas
Artes in Mexico City, and remained in the
air like a wind that opens and closes doors,
without bringing credible reason or verifi-
able information.”

Guerra went about confirming the news
with Marquez’s trusted biographers Martin
and Dasso Saldivar, and it would be the lat-
ter who would offer the proof, courtesy
Marquez’s long-time friend, Guillermo
Angulo.

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Jats and the BJP in UP

What s the history and politics of — and around — the Jat community of Western Uttar Pradesh? Who have
been their leaders, how have they voted, and why is this history important in the coming Assembly elections?

SHYAMLALYADAV
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 28

HOME MINISTER Amit Shah’s outreach to
Jayant Chaudhary — which the RLD leader re-
buffed saying he was not a 25-paisa coin that
would flip — indicated the importance that the
BJPattaches to]Jats and their main political plat-
form in Western Uttar Pradesh.

The RLD and its partner, the Samajwadi
Party (SP), are trying to win back this part of
the state where the BJP has done well in recent
elections. When the Centre withdrew the three
farm laws in November, it had its eyes more on
Western UP than anywhere else.

Who are the Jats?

The 1891 census recorded 1,791 different
communities of Jats. K'S Singh, editor of the
People of India series, noted “there are Hindu,
Muslim and Sikh Jat”,and “these divisions reg-
ulate their marriage alliances”. Jats are a pre-
dominantly farming community mostly con-
centrated in Haryana, UP, Delhi,and Rajasthan.

Jatswant to be included among the OBCsin
the central list. In UP, Rajasthan, Delhi,
Himachal Pradesh,and Madhya Pradesh, they
are already categorised as OBC. Jats of
Rajasthan — except those in Dholpur and
Bharatpur — are also OBC in the central list.

Jats are a politically powerful community,
and can influence the results of nearly 40 Lok
Sabha seats and around 160 Assembly seats in
UP, Haryana, Rajasthan, and Delhi. In UP, they
are concentrated in the western districts,
mainly cultivate sugarcane, and are the state's
richest farming community.

Who have been their prominent leaders ?

In the 1950s and '60s, Devi Lal and Ranbir
Singh Hooda were prominent Jat leaders of
(undivided) Punjab. In Rajasthan, there was
Nathuram Mirdha, and in UP, Chaudhary
Charan Singh.

Afterthe creation of Haryanain 1966, lead-
ers such as Bansi Lal emerged. Jats are more
than25%inHaryana,and have long dominated
its politics.

Until his demise in 1987, Charan Singh re-
mained among the tallest Jat leaders of the
country, and had a following among other
castes too. He was Chief Minister of UP twice,
Deputy Prime Minister and, for a little less than
six months in 1979-80, Prime Minister.

In UP, Charan Singh led the farmer com-
munities away from both the Congress and
Bharatiya Jana Sangh, precursor of the BJP,
which had alarge number of MLAs from these
communities after the elections of 1967.

CharanSingh'’s legacy was inherited by his
son Ajit Singh, but the arrival of Mandal and
Hindutva fundamentally changed politics in
UP — and the Jats under Ajit Singh made sev-
eral adjustments to remain relevant over the

Moderna’s H

ANURADHAMASCARENHAS
PUNE, JANUARY 28

BIOTECH FIRM Moderna has started trials on
an mRNA vaccine against HIV. First doses of the
experimental HIV vaccine antigens were ad-
ministered at George Washington University
School of Medicine and Health Sciences in
Washington DC this week. Fifty-six individu-
als will be randomised in four groups and
safety/immunogenicity results will be avail-
ablein2023.

The technology

Based on the same technology as
Moderna’s Covid 19 vaccine, the experimen-
tal HIV vaccine uses mRNA, or messenger RNA,
which teaches the body's cells how to make

Garcia Marquez in Mexico City in
1976. The New York Times

Yet, when Guerra approached immedi-
ate members of the family for confirmation,
he was met with a wall of silence. It would
only be after the death of Barcha in 2020,
that the family would confirm that they
knew of and kept in touch with Indira —and
had not spoken of it in Barcha’s lifetime to
spare her the heartbreak.

ZONE OF INFLUENCE

[l Baghpat, Muzaffarnagar, Shamli,
Bijnore, Ghaziabad, Hapur, Bulandshahr,
Mathura, Aligarh, Hathras, Agraand Moradabad
have significant Jat populations

[ Smaller numbers live in Rampur, Amroha,
Saharanpur, and Gautam Budh Nagar

next quarter century.

Where s the Jat vote in UP?

The community has significant influence
inadozen Lok Sabha and around 40 Assembly
seats in Western UP. They are estimated to
comprise 10-15% cent of the population in
some 15 districts, but are socially dominant,
vocal,and have the capacity tobuild a political
atmosphere. Baghpat, Muzaffarnagar, Shamli,
Meerut, Bijnore, Ghaziabad, Hapur,
Bulandshahr, Mathura, Aligarh, Hathras, Agra
and Moradabad have significant Jat popula-
tions. Smaller numbers live in Rampur,
Amroha, Saharanpur,and Gautam Budh Nagar.

Jats in UP have by and large thrown their
lot with the ruling party. The political base cre-
ated by Charan Singh was harnessed by
Mulayam Singh Yadav, and a large section of
Jatsswitched to the BJP during the last decade.

What was Ajit Singh's political career like?
Chaudhary Ajit Singh, the lIT-educated son
of Charan Singh, switched sides frequently to
remain relevant in national and UP politics.
He joined V P Singh's government, but de-
fected to the Congress in 1995 and joined PV
Narasimha Rao's government. In the Lok Sabha
election of 1996, he won from Baghpat as a
Congress candidate, but resigned from
Parliament the following year and formed his
own Bharatiya Kisan Kamgar Party (BKKP)and
won the by-election from Baghpat. In the Lok
Sabhaelection of 1998, Ajit Singh lost the seat.
In 1999, he formed the Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD)which won two Lok Sabha seats thatyear
— Baghpat and adjoining Kairana. It retained
these seats in 2004. Ajit Singh had been part
of Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s ministry, and he tried
tojoin the Manmohan Singh government, but

proteins that trigger immune response. It uses
anovel approach to elicit broadly neutralising
HIV-1 antibodies (bNAbs) and eventually tar-
get multiple HIV strains. BNAbs are produced
by certain types of B cells, which are rare: one
in 300,000 B cells have this capability.
Theimmunogens being tested were devel-
oped by teams at the International AIDS
Vaccine Initiative (IAVI) and Scripps Research,
and delivered via Moderna’s technology.
“While the proof-of-principle study was
encouraging, it used a protein with an adju-
vant to induce a response that was as was
hoped — capable of neutralising and prevent-
ing infection with neutralisation of suscepti-
ble HIV strains. It did not use mRNA, but there
isnoreason to suppose that the mRNA that has
been designed will not lead to the production
of the expected protein and broadly neutralis-

Who is Susana Cato?

Susana Cato first met Marquez, one of
the most significant literary figures of the
20th century and the writer of novels such
as Chronicle of a Death Foretold (1981), Love
in the Time of Cholera (1985) and Autumn of
the Patriarch (1975), when she enrolled for
the screenwriting workshop that he taught
at the International Film and TV School of
San Antonio de los Bafios in Cuba in the
early 1990s.

Marquez had already won the Nobel
Prize by then and was feted the world over
for his exposition of magic realism. Over 30
years his junior, Cato was a talented student
and aspiring scriptwriter who, according to
the El Pais article, worked on the plot for
Carlos Garcia Agraz's short film, El espejo de
dos lunar(The Two-Moon Mirror), thathad a
screenplay by Marquez.

The Nobel laureate also partnered with
Cato and Eliseo Alberto Diego to co-write
the script of Con el amor no se juega (Don’t
Play with Love, 1991), directed by Carlos
Garcia Agraz, José Luis Garcia Agraz, and
Tomas Gutiérrez Alea.

that did not materialise for several years.

The RLD went back to an alliance with the
BJPin 2009, contested nine seats,and won five,
But in 2011, Ajit Singh joined the ministry of
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. In the next
two Lok Sabha elections, both Ajit Singh and
his sonJayant Chaudhary lost. Ajit Singh passed
away after contracting Covid-19 last year.

How did the Jats do in UP in the Mandal-
kamandal years?

The BKKP was Ajit Singh's ninth political
switch. In the UP elections of 1996, he sought
the support of farmer leader Mahendra Singh
Tikait,and entered into a seat adjustment with
Mulayam Singh’s SP.He contested 38 seats but
wonjust eight.

The RLD fought the 2002 elections in al-
liance with the BJP, and won 14 of the 38 seats
itcontested. It joined the BJP-BSP government
headed by Mayawati, but the RLD’s alliance
with the BJP broke soon afterward.

When Mulayam took oath in 2003, Ajit
Singh’s MLAs joined the government. But
again, only a few months before the elections
0f2007,the RLD pulled out of the government.

Post 2007,the RLD lost relevance. In the BSP
wave of 2007, the RLD contested 254 seats and
won only 10. In 2012, when Ajit Singh was
Union Civil Aviation Minister, the RLD fought
with the Congress, and won just nine seats.

How has the BJP done among Jat voters?

It was always understood that the BJP
transferred its votes to RLD candidates, but the
reverse did not happen.

The ‘new’ BJP of Narendra Modi and Amit
Shahdecided not to have analliance with RLD,
but instead field its own Jat candidates. The
communal riots in Muzaffarnagar in 2013 led

V vaccine: promising,

ing antibodies,” leading virologist Dr
Gagandeep Kang said.

The vaccine challenge

Several vaccine candidates entered clinical
trials but failed, said Dr Sanjay Pujari, infectious
diseases consultant closely involved in treat-
ing HIV patients. Previous vaccine studies in
HIV have shown that antibodies produced
were either ineffective or partially effective,
and contributed to failure of trials.

Over the last decade, studies have nar-
rowed down on bNAbs that are more potent
than reactive antibodies produced after HIV
infection. In naturally acquired HIV infection,
only asmall proportion of individuals produces
bNAbs. By that time, it is quite late to have any
impact on the natural course of HIV infection.
So, the key is to use it as treatment (early on

Guerra writes that Cato also interviewed
Marquez for the Mexican magazine Cambio
in 1996. Even though Marquez never pub-
licly acknowledged his relationship with
her or Indira, he kept in touch with the Catos
till the end of his life. Now 61, Cato, the au-
thor of two books, both published during
the pandemic, lives in Mexico City.

Indira, the lost daughter

In his article, Guerra recalls Saldivar
speaking of a photograph of Marquez with
Indira that he had come across. “The smile
of happiness he had with the girl on his
knees, I'll never forget it,” he had confided in
Guerra.

Even though Indira adopted her
mother’s surname and never mentioned
her father, in private, Marquez was deeply
invested in his daughter’s life. It was he who
gave her the name Indira, a tribute to for-
mer Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi,
with whom he shared a bond of mutual ad-
miration, and at whose invitation Marquez
had accompanied his friend and Cuban
President Fidel Castro to the Non-Aligned

New Delhi

Charan Singh with
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
in 1983. Express Archive

toastrong polarisation,and boosted the Modi
wave in the Lok Sabha elections of 2014.

In the 2017 Assembly elections, the out of
the 94 seats in Western UP, the RLD, the party
of the Jats, won just one seat.

Among the farmer communities, Yadavs
are considered anti-BJP, and an SP votebank.
The Kurmis are thought to vote for candidates
from their community, cutting across party
lines. The other big chunk of OBCs — Maurya-
Shakya-Saini-Kushwaha — voted solidly for
the BJPin 2014, 2017, and 2019, but the recent
exodus of powerful leaders from this group has
come as a blow for the party.

The Muzaffarnagar violence finally broke
the old alliance of Jats and Muslims forged by
Charan Singh. However, Jats had been gradu-
ally moving closer to the BJP’s Brahmin-Bania-
Thakur combination for several years prior to
thatbreak. The traditional influence of the Arya
Samaj over the community wasa factorin this.

After V P Singh implemented the Mandal
Commission report to counter his powerful
Deputy Prime Minister Devi Lal, the Jats were
annoyed. Over the years, the distance between
the Jats and other farming communities, who
were categorised as OBC, increased.

Whatis the state of play ahead of the
elections that begin on February 10?

In 2017, the BJP fielded 15 Jat candidates;
14 won. This time, the party has fielded 17 can-
didates from the community. The RLD has
fielded 12 Jat candidates, and the SP six.

There is anger in the community over the
now withdrawn farmlaws, and issues like the
payment of sugarcane dues. For Akhilesh-
Jayant, the coming back together of Jat and
Muslimvotersis crucial; the BJPis trying to po-
larise the election along Hindu-Muslim lines.

miles to go

during acute HIV infection) or prevention.

“The closest positive effectiveness was
achieved in the THAI (RV144) trial i.e. around
30%.Recently, Johnson& Johnson’s vector plat-
form vaccine trial in South Africa (Imbokodo)
was stopped due to disappointing results.
Hence an mRNA platform to deliver immuno-
gens capable of inducing bNADs is promising
technology that needs to be explored in trials,”
Dr Pujari said

However, it's early days yet. “This is a start
and we do not know how it will go, but we
hope that using good science will move us fur-
theralong,” Dr Kang said.

Dr K Madan Gopal, Senior Consultant-
Health, NITI Aayog, said: “mRNA technology
has a distinct advantage and the platform can
be easily adapted to develop a vaccine against
HIV variants.. let's hope for the best.”

quez and the daughter he named Indira

summit in New Delhi in 1983.

Guerra writes in the El Pais article, “In
choosing a name for her, he ruled out
Virginia, which had been on the edges of his
conscience since the 1970s, and instead
chose Indira, in honour of Indira Gandhi,
who he met in 1983 and who was the first
head of state to call and congratulate him
when he won the Nobel Prize in October
1982.”

In studying dramatic literature and the-
atre at the National Autonomous University
of Mexico, Indira Cato shares the creative
interests of her parents. After working as a
feature writer with an online publication,
in 2020, she debuted as a documentary film
producer with Arturo Gonzalez Villasefior's
Llévate mis amores (Take My Love With You),
that looks at Mexican women volunteers
who stand by railroads to offer food to mi-
grants across train windows.

The film, for which she had also co-writ-
ten the screenplay with Villasefior, won sev-
eral awards. Indira is now working on an-
other documentary called Las hijas del maiz
(Daughters of the Corn).
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

MAKING CONNECTIONS

India-Central Asia Summit focused on overland connectivity,
security. Both sides need to turn political will into outcomes

NDIA WAS AMONG the first countries to recognise the Central Asian Republics after

the collapse of the Soviet Union three decades ago. Delhi, which had privileged ac-

cess to Soviet Central Asia thanks to its special relationship with Moscow during the

Cold War, hoped for a quick flowering of ties. Despite the much celebrated historical
and civilisational relationship between India and Central Asia and the rekindled geopoliti-
cal romance, Delhi has struggled to build a productive relationship. India’s annual trade
with the region has been stuck at around $2 billion. China’s trade with the region in contrast
stands at more than $40 billion. As the US enthusiasm for Central Asia faded within a decade,
Russia’s deep structural links endured, and a rising China became an important economic
partner, India seemed quite marginal to the region. As in other parts of the extended neigh-
bourhood, the gap between India’s reach and grasp appeared quite large.

This week’s summit — the first ever with the five leaders of Central Asia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan — was about overcoming the per-
sistent obstacles to a productive economic relationship and finding a new basis for polit-
ical engagement and security cooperation. In fact, the five leaders were scheduled to join
the Republic Day celebrations this week in a powerful demonstration of the region’s col-
lective interest in India. But the pandemic forced the shift to a virtual mode. That the lead-
ers of the five Central Asian states, already part of the so-called Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation led by Russia and China — India is also a member — are willing to engage India
in a separate format suggests that there is considerable interest in deeper ties. Although
Delhi’s weight may not match that of Moscow or Beijing in the region, India does figure
prominently in Central Asia’s strategy of diversifying their regional relations.

As it looked to the revitalisation of ties, the summit’s focus was on two important
themes. In the first, they addressed the principal constraint on developing deeper ties —
lack of connectivity between India and land-locked Central Asian Republics. Pakistan’s re-
fusal to give overland trade and transit facilities to India and the political instability in
Afghanistan have meant the natural routes between India and Central Asia have remained
blocked. The two sides have now set up a joint working group that will intensify the effort
to use Iran’s Chabahar port to promote “free movement of goods and services between
India and Central Asia”. Complementing the focus on overland connectivity is the empha-
sis on security. The return of the Taliban to power in Afghanistan has shaken the Central
Asian governments, all of whom are vulnerable to the forces of terrorism and religious ex-
tremism. The shared interest between India and Central Asia in containing the forces of
destabilisation emanating out of Afghanistan is encouraging the two sides to institution-
alise political coordination and deepen security cooperation. The challenge now is to turn
the proclaimed political will into concrete outcomes on connectivity and security.

FLYING HOME

After almost seven decades, Tatas regain control of Air India.
But the sale does little to shore up government'’s coffers

LMOST SEVEN DECADES after ceding control of the airline, the Tata group

on Thursday regained Air India. Last year, the group had emerged as the

winning bidder for the airline, with a bid of Rs 18,000 crore. With this acqui-

sition, the Tatas will gain 100 per cent ownership in Air India, Air India
Express,and a 50 per cent stake in the ground handling firm AI-SATS. This sale marks the
first major outright privatisation of a public sector entity in recent years. Though there has
been criticism of the pace and manner of the government’s privatisation programme,
the symbolism of this sale is hard to ignore.

The Tatas will now face the arduous task of turning around the airline. This will be
challenging, more so at a time when the aviation industry is grappling with the fallout from
the pandemic. It will also have to deal with a plethora of legacy issues, ranging from an
ageing fleet to human resources. According to the bidding conditions, the Tatas will have
to retain all employees for a one-year period. The group must also contend with claims
oninternational assets of Air India by Devas Multimedia and its investors who are trying
to enforce its arbitration awards. Reportedly, Air India is seeking an end to the case on
grounds that the ownership change prevents any claims of recovery of arbitration awards.
Then there is the issue of the group’s other competing airlines — Vistara and AirAsia India
— to contend with. It is possible that the Tatas will at some point consider integrating
their aviation ventures under a single entity.

Though this is a milestone, by itself, it does little to shore up the government’s disin-
vestment proceeds. Of the Rs 18,000 crore winning bid, only Rs 2,700 crore is to be paid
to the government, while the group will retain the balance, Rs 15,300 crore, in the form
of debt. Data from DIPAM shows that the government’s proceeds from disinvestment re-
main well short of the target — as against a target of Rs 1.75 lakh crore, collections till now
had been only Rs 9,330 crore. Oniits part, the government is hopeful of the LICIPO culmi-
nating by the end of March, though, considering the intricacies of such a transaction, it is
not clear if it can be concluded by then. Similarly, the privatisation process of BPCL as well
as that of the public sector banks is also expected to spill over into the next year.

TOP OF THE GAME

Charanjit Singh will be remembered for his role in helping
India regain its supremacy on the hockey field

ITH THE DEATH of former hockey captain Charanjit Singh, who died at

90 on Thursday at his home in Una, India has lost another member of

the golden generation. The crafty midfielder belonged to an era when

hockey was one of the key sources of national pride and the players
were among the first heroes of post-independence India. In the last few years, many of those
stars, Balbir Singh Dosanjh, Balbir Singh Junior and Keshav Datt, have passed away. Many
of these players were forgotten, remembered in a snippet or two in once-in-four-years com-
pendiums of Olympic trivia. Charanjit, though, will always be remembered as one of the
key men responsible for India regaining its supremacy on the hockey field.

‘Padma Shri Sahab’, as Charanjit was fondly called in his hometown, started playing for
the national team in the early 1950s, fighting his way into a star-studded midfield compris-
ing the likes of Leslie Claudius, Datt and Joe Antics. His absence in the final of the 1960
Olympics, due to an injury, was seen as one of the reasons why India lost to Pakistan, con-
ceding the champion’s tag to their arch-rivals. But four years later, Charanjit captained the
Indian team that defeated Pakistan to win the gold medal at the Tokyo Olympics. They did
so with calmness, grace and humility — traits associated with Indian teams of that era.

While alot needs to be done to preserve the legacy of these legends, it's reassuring that
India is clawing its way back to the top of world hockey. Coincidentally, India’s resurgence
has begun in the same city — Tokyo — where it reclaimed its lost glory under Charanjit.
The bronze at the Tokyo Olympics last year has breathed fresh life into the dying sport.
But players and administrators recognise that this is just the beginning. For, the revival
won't be complete until the team reaches the top of the Olympic podium, as the yester-

year stars did, so effortlessly.

Recover and rebuild

Meet objectives of growth, jobs by expanding fiscal
space, fiscal deficit can be stabilised in medium term

THEFIRST ADVANCE estimates released by the
National Statistical Office (NSO) showed that
GDP in constant prices in FY 22 was 1.26 per
cent higher than the pre-Covid year of FY20.
Inother words, India had a growth rate of 0.63
per cent per annum in the post-Covid period.
Although the impact of Omicronis less on the
economy, the loss of GDPin the last two years
is high. Also note that the pre-Covid year FY20
had alow base with 4 per cent growth of GDP.
Therefore, the need to focus on higher growth
inthe forthcoming budget and in the medium
term, that is, beyond India@75, is obvious.

There are several challenges in creating
quantity and quality of jobs in the economy:
(a) Unemployment rate is high in both rural
and urban areas; (b) decline in work participa-
tion rates, particularly for women; (c) recov-
ery in employment is still below the levels of
the pre-Covid period. According to CMIE, the
employment in December 2021 was 2.9 mil-
lion less compared to that of 2019-20; (d) 85
per cent of the workforce is still in informal
sector; (e)less than 5 per cent of India’s work-
force has formal skill training; (f) manufactur-
ing and services need structural change; (g)
focus on MSME sector is needed for higher
employment.

Thereis a need to have policies in the forth-
coming budget and in the medium term for
achieving higher economic growth and jobs.
Some of these policies are discussed below.

First, the last budget has given a push to
capital expenditure and infrastructure. This
has to be continued in the next budget and in
the medium term. The government outlined
aninfrastructure project pipeline worth more
thanRs 102 lakh crore and asset monetisation
pipeline of Rs 6 lakh crore to be implemented
in the medium term. Continuing focus on in-
frastructure and capex by the government is
important asitis a key driver for the “future of
India”. Of course, all these plans on infrastruc-
ture depend on effective implementationand
creating appropriate models of infrastructure
and also on generating the required finance.

Second, itis well known thatrise in exports
is one of the main engines of growth and also
important for employment creation. Export
growthin India has increased and is expected

There is hardly any
disagreement that India
needs to aim at the larger
growth of the manufacturing
sector for higher economic
growth and creating more
productive jobs. However,
the share of manufacturing
in GDP and employment
has hardly increased over
time. Similarly, there are a lot
of opportunities for India in
the service sector. The top
global service brands like
Google, Airbnb, Amazon,
LinkedIn, McKinsey, Master
Card, Visa, Fedex covering
hospitality and consulting
firms or food and beverages
like Starbucks are from the
US. Brand and customer
centricity are important here.
India can also think of more
business in the service sector.

to reach $400 billion by the end of FY22. One
worrying aspect of India’s export perform-
ance is the failure in expanding the share of
labour intensive products in the export bas-
ket.In the post-Covid situation, there are sev-
eral opportunities for India to occupy the
space vacated by China to boost exports.
However, one problem in recent years is that
India’s trade policy has become more protec-
tionist by increasing import tariffs. India
should also join the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) for integrating
our industries with the value chains in Asia.

Third, there is hardly any disagreement that
India needs to aim at the larger growth of the
manufacturing sector for higher economic gro-
wth and creating more productive jobs. Ho-
wever, the share of manufacturingin GDPand
employment has hardly increased over time.
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes can
improve performance. However, more efforts
are required to improve the manufacturing
sector. Similarly, there are a lot of opportuni-
ties for Indiain the service sector. The top global
service brands like Google, Airbnb, Amazon,
LinkedIn, McKinsey, Master Card, Visa, Fedex
covering hospitality and consulting firms or
food and beverages like Starbucks are from the
US.Brand and customer centricity are impor-
tant here. India can also think of more business
inthe service sector. Growing startups includ-
ing unicorns in manufacturing and services is
part of this effort.

Fourth, banking reforms are important as
bank credit growth is a key indicator of eco-
nomic growth. In the immediate term, inter-
est rates may rise in India and at the global
level due torise ininflation. This may increase
the cost of capital. Credit to GDPratio in India
is only around 55 per cent compared to 100
per centand 150 per cent in many other coun-
tries. Credit should flow to all categories of eco-
nomic agents like firms, households etc. It is
true that bank credit growth increased to 9
per cent in December 2021. But, NPA is still a
problem for Scheduled Commercial banks
(SCBs) and others. The macro stress tests for
credit risk mentioned in the Financial Stability
Report released by the RBI “indicate that the
gross non-performing asset (GNPA) ratio of

SCBs may increase from 6.9 per cent in
September 2021 to 8.1 per cent by September
2022 under the baseline scenario and to 9.5
per cent under a severe stress scenario. SCBs
would, however, have sufficient capital, both
at the aggregate and individual levels, even
under stress conditions”. The bad bank, a key
initiative of the last budget, is yet to take shape.
The role of fintech companies in the financial
sector has increased significantly. They may
not be able toreplace banks although they are
competing on payments. The banks also have
to focus now on ESG (environment, social and
governance) while giving credit. Big technol-
ogy and digital push s also needed for banks.
Lastly, the K-shaped recovery of the econ-
omy is still continuing. A large part of the cor-
porate sector has been able to manage the
pandemic and the stock market is doing well.
Onthe other hand, the informal workers, incl-
uding daily wage labourers, migrants, MSMEs,
the contactintensive sectors etc, have suffered
a lot with the loss of incomes and employ-
ment. The policies have to focus on giving a
push to the MSME sector, increasing invest-
ment in agriculture and rural infrastructure,
asocial sector push including bridging divides
in health and education, social protection
measures like foodgrain distribution, cash
transfers, MGNREGA in rural areas, urban em-
ployment guarantee schemes etc. This will
also create demand for the economy.
Oneconomic growth and jobs, we have to
double our efforts to cover the losses and reach
a normal steady growth. The forthcoming
budget and medium-term policies should fo-
cus on them. The goal of achieving a $5 trillion
dollar economy by 2024-25 may get delayed
by one or two years. The monetary policy is
already very accommodative and this may not
continue as there are headwinds like rising in-
flation. In the near term, fiscal policy has to
playanimportantrole inachieving the objec-
tives of growth and jobs by expanding fiscal
space while the fiscal deficit can be stabilised
in the medium term. Increase in private in-
vestment may take some more time.

The writer is director and vice chancellor,
IGIDR, Mumbai

r 4 |

TH

. YOUNGEST LLEARNERS

Early childhood care and education in anganwadis is necessary and feasible

SANJAY KAUL AND UMA MAHADEVAN-DASGUPTA

THE NATIONAL EDUCATION Policy, 2020 has
rightly highlighted the importance of early
childhood care and education (ECCE), vital for
the young child’s early cognitive, social, and
emotional development. However, the
National Family Health Survey-5 (NFHS-5)
finds only 13.6 per cent of children enrolled in
pre-primary schools. Therefore, the nearly 14
million anganwadis of the Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS) across India
must provide ECCE for the millions of young
children in low-income households.
Admittedly, with its overriding focus on
health and nutrition, ECCE has hitherto been
the weakest link of the anganwadi system.
Multiple administrative duties have left an-
ganwadi workers with little time for ECCE.
The existing system at best serves the age
group of 3-6 years, ignoring infants and tod-
dlers. Nevertheless, a child’s early learning be-
ginsatbirth, initially through stimulation, play,
interactions, non-verbal and verbal commu-
nication, and gradually through observation
and cues from the immediate environment
and increasingly structured activities.
Unfortunately, due toalack of parental aware-
ness compounded by the daily stresses of
poverty, disadvantaged households are un-
able to provide an early learning environment.
Many low-income families have begun to
send their children to low-cost pre-schools.
However, these mostly have a developmen-
tally inappropriate teaching approach.
Some educationists have suggested that
owing to the high workload of anganwadi

The existing system at best
serves the age group of 3-6
years, ignoring infants and
toddlers. Nevertheless, a
child’s early learning begins
at birth, initially through
stimulation, play,
interactions, non-verbal
and verbal communication,
and gradually through
observation and cues from
the immediate environment
and increasingly structured

non-starter — and, therefore, all government
primary schools should open pre-primary
sections, with anganwadis limiting them-
selves to the 0-3 age group. This proposal has
multiple logistical challenges and is fiscally
unsustainable. It would require a massive out-
lay to build over a million classrooms with a
million nursery teachers and helpers — even
a conservative estimate would put the addi-
tional annual outlay at over Rs 30,000 crore.
Moreover, with child stunting levels at 35 per
cent in India, would children enrolled in pre-
schools not require supplementary nutrition
and health monitoring? If so, would the nurs-
ery teacher not also get overburdened? More
critically, experience suggests that existing
government pre-schools are mostly a down-
ward extension of primary school,and do not
impart age-appropriate ECCE.

Ameaningful ECCE programme inangan-
wadis is not only a more intelligent and cost-
effective strategy but is also feasible toimple-
ment through seven concerted actions.

First, to design and put in place a mean-
ingful activity-based ECCE framework that
recognises the ground realities with auton-
omy to reflect the local context and setting.

Second, routine tasks of anganwadi work-
ers can be reduced and non-ICDS work, such
as surveys, removed altogether. Many angan-
wadi helpers have studied upto matriculation.
With training and an additional incentive,
helpers can be redesignated as childcare
workers and handle routine work.

Third,anganwadi hours canbe extended by

crease in their present remuneration, with the
additional time devoted for ECCE. Karnataka
hasalready taken the lead; its anganwadis work
from9.30am to4 pm. This will have the added
benefit of serving as partial daycare, enabling
poor mothers to earn a livelihood.

Fourth, ICDS needs a change in policy
mindset, both at central and state levels, by pri-
oritising and monitoring ECCE. This will addi-
tionally require all ICDS functionaries to be fully
trained in ECCE, including assessment through
group activities and child observation.

Fifth, anganwadi workers must be re-ori-
ented to closely engage with parents, as they
playacrucialrole in the cognitive development
of young children. Responsive parenting re-
quires both parents to play an active role in
ECCE activities at home; therefore, anganwadi
workers should be asked to consciously en-
gage with fathers too. Appropriate messaging
and low-cost affordable teaching materials can
be designed and made accessible to parents.

Sixth, ICDS must supply age-appropriate
activity-based play material in adequate quan-
tities regularly, and anganwadi workers en-
couraged to utilise them in a liberal manner.

Finally, states should invest in research and
training to support early childhood education,
and ensure that the ECCE programme is not a
downward extension of school education.

Kaulis an ex-1AS officer and former secretary,
school education, Karnataka. Mahadevan-
Dasguptais an IAS officer and former
principal secretary, women and child

workers, ECCE in anganwadis would remaina activities. atleast three hours by providing staff withanin- development, Karnataka
JANUARY 29,1982, FORTY YEARS AGO
TALKS WITH PAK gestion of a no-war pact said that it will ap- RANGA’S PLEA REJECTED

THE FOREIGN MINISTERS of India and
Pakistan will meet on January 29 to begin a
joint pursuit of a no-war pact, but there are
enough indications that the search for such
a pact will be long and fairly slow-paced.
What is significant is that the two foreign
ministers will sit together. The talks will be
exploratory in nature. The two ministers
may have more rounds of discussions, ei-
ther in Islamabad or New Delhi, before com-
ing to the brass tacks. This is mainly because
of persisting suspicions and varying percep-
tions of the context in which the talks are
taking place. The Indian government which
was initially sceptical about Pakistan’s sug-

proach the “talks with an open mind, seri-
ous approach and a positive desire to ensure
a satisfactory outcome”.

CPM oN CHINA

SHARP CRITICISM BY several state units and
individual delegates forced the central lead-
ership of the CPI(M) to modify the strong
pro-Soviet and anti-China line taken in its
draft resolution at the 11th Party Congress
at Vijayawada. The critics succeeded in forc-
ing the steering committee to name both
the Soviet Union and China in the list of
friendly countries.

New Delhi

THE SUPREME COURT dismissed the peti-
tion of Ranga with severe strictures on the
advocate representing him for casting “un-
founded insinuation against judges”. “The
advocate should have known that the case
of Billa and Ranga has been given the most
careful and sympathetic consideration,”
they said.

SHETTY NO MORE

SHETTY, STUNTMAN OF Indian films, has
died of a heart attack. Pokkiri Raja, a Tamil
film in which he acted with superstar
Rajinikanth, was his last film.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The US is now attributing both its internal and external problems to China.
This is a serious political depravity and a trick that can fool nobody.”

—GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

In Northeast, work to be d

Conversations must go beyond the insider-outsider binary.
Laws such as AFSPA must be reviewed

KuaMm KHAN SUAN
HAUSING

LIKE EVERY YEAR, the imagery of a powerful
and deeply diverse nation was meticulously
demonstrated this Republic Day through an
impressive military parade, the display of
India’s air power and the diverse themes ex-
hibited by the states, Union Territories and
government departments in their colourful
tableaus. Away from New Delhi, the state/UT
capitals saw a similar pageantry interspersed
by speeches by governors, chief ministers and
other dignitaries. Although the themes and
content of the pageantry and speeches have
changed over time, what remains constant
about Republic Day is the display of the state’s
power and the demonstration of patriotism.

Such exercises are, no doubt, an integral
part of state and nation-building. We may,
however, ask: Is the extraordinary display of
the mightand diversity of the country onafew
occasions suchas Republic Day enough? I con-
tend that while such displays are necessary,
they need to be accompanied by an enduring
commitment to our constitutional ideals and
values in ways that embed the state and the
nation in the popular psyche. From the per-
spective of the country’s Northeast, conversa-
tions in two areas are in order.

The firstis the commitment to the ideal of
“equal” and “group-differentiated” citizenship
rights. The founding fathers of the country
recognised early on that a realistic way to po-
litically integrate the different tribal groupsin
the Northeast was to reconcile our constitu-
tional commitments to equal citizenship
rights with the imperative of accommodat-
ing group-differentiated rights. This was are-
alistic solution to two exigencies: The popular
mobilisation for “self-rule” in parts of the
Northeast — the 1951 Naga plebiscite, for in-
stance, was reported to have been supported
by “99.9 per cent of the Naga population” —
and the region being governed by disparate
customary laws. Affirmation of the differential
rights of tribal groups on land through cus-
tomary laws and religious practices under-
girds the institutional protection enshrined in
the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution — they
apply to tribal areas of several parts of the
Northeast today.

However, this institutional arrangement
often becomes problematicasit’s founded on
anunequal two-tiered rights regime that dis-
tinguishes tribal “citizens” from non-tribal
“denizens” by permanently excluding the lat-
ter from de jure ownership and acquisition of
land/property intribal areas. The 73rd year of
our Republic occasions serious thinking on
envisioning institutions that accommodate
thedistinctive needs of non-tribal “outsiders”.
Itis equally imperative torealise that this prob-
lem is no longer restricted to the non-tribals.
Thanks to extensive land-grabbing by the
dominant tribal elites, often in connivance
with the non-tribal “outsiders” who have be-
come the de facto landowners, the vast ma-
jority of tribals face large-scale landlessness
with serious economic consequences. Unless
the inherent flaws in the asymmetric institu-
tions areimmediately addressed, they canim-

vv

plode and unleash bloody fratricidal conflicts.

It is also imperative to underline that the
sons-of-the-soil movements in Assam and
Tripura since the 1970s -- embers of which are
presentin the persistent drive to privilege the
khilonjias (autochthones)over “illegal” immi-
grants in Assam — are driven by a pervasive
sense of insecurity about identity and land-
ownership. The situation is made more pre-
carious by the inability of the state to control
“illegal” immigration. Such movements be-
come steeped in a majoritarian way of think-
ing that targets the Bengali Muslims as “illegal”
outsidersirrespective of the fact that many of
them are indigenous to Assam. The sectarian
emotions and sense of insecurity unleashed
by the National Register of Citizens and the
Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019 to perma-
nently disenfranchise Muslim “immigrants”
isareminder of this slippery slope where our
commitment to fraternity and equal citizen-
ship rights has been severely tested.

The second set of conversations toembed
the state into the popular psyche in ways that
help consolidate nation-building pertain tore-
newing our commitment to democracy and
constitutionalism. Such acommitment needs
to be anchored in daily plebiscitary attempts,
notonly to promote democratic justice butalso
tocheckabuse of state power — asituation ex-
acerbated by the pandemic when the state has
invested itself with extraordinary powers. This
invariably has to be a mutually reinforcing
commitment from the top and bottom.

From the top, the Indian state needs to
commit itself to promoting substantive
democracy by protecting the rule of law and
enlarging democratic settings to leverage
power-sharing within and across groups/ com-
munities. Institutions should be tailored to give
various groups, including women, effective
voice and participatory rights not only in dem-
ocraticdeliberations but also in policymaking
and implementation. From the bottom, the

From the top, the Indian
state needs to commit itself
to promoting substantive
democracy by protecting the
rule of law and enlarging
democratic settings to
leverage power-sharing
within and across
groups/communities.
Institutions should be
tailored to give various
groups, including women,
effective voice and
participatory rights not only
in democratic deliberations
but also in policymaking and
implementation. From the
bottom, the onus is on
groups like the Nagas and
Bodos that enjoy
autonomous ‘self-rule’ to be
accommodative of, and
willing to share power with
women, other tribal and non-
tribal groups to foster
democratic justice.

CR Sasikumar

onusis on groups like the Nagas and Bodos that
enjoy autonomous “self-rule” to be accom-
modative of, and willing to share power with
women, other tribal and non-tribal groups to
foster democratic justice.

It is also imperative for the state to ac-
knowledge its abuse of power and renew its
commitment to constitutionalism. To begin
with, labelling human rights activists as anti-
nationals and jailing them under draconian
laws like UAPA on flimsy grounds such as crit-
icising the government, or other such pretexts
should stop. It also needs to accept the fallacy
and inefficacy of relying on its “coercive mo-
nopoly of power” to crush movements in the
region through the Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act (AFSPA) and dismissing these
movements as “law and order” problems. The
persistence of the Naga armed movementand
the proliferation of other such movements in
the Northeast only illustrate the inefficacy of
suchmeans. Instead of winning the hearts and
minds of the Naga rebels and deepening na-
tion-building, AFSPA has become what the B
P Jeevan Reddy Committee (2005) rightly
called amajor instrument of “oppression” and
“alienation” in Northeast India. AFSPA has mil-
itarised Indian democracy and is seen as the
cause for several humanrights violations. The
recently botched encounter in Oting in
Nagaland’s Mon district undertaken by the 21
Para Special Forces, that killed 14 innocent peo-
ple of the Konyak community, is a case in point.
There hasbeen a widespread campaign for the
withdrawal of the AFSPA after this incident.

The depiction of state grandeur on
Republic Day is mesmerising,. It can be made
more meaningful by renewing our commit-
ment to the cardinal ideals and values en-
shrined in the Constitution.

The writer is professor and head of the
department of political science, University of
Hyderabad, Hyderabad

Imagining the republic

Where many different types of people and species live together in harmony

DO WE LIVE in the republic of India? I live
in three different spaces, and I can tell they
are distinct because of the status that dogs
and cows enjoy in each of them.

The firstis the elite India that I watch op-
erate on a university campus. It is like the
European Union in many ways. A beautiful
oasis amidst rough hinterlands, with paved
roads, shaded pathways, lush-green lawns
and fruit-bearing trees. Just like in Europe,
entry is strictly guarded and boundaries de-
marcated. It is fed by an army of workers
from the surrounding areas — guards, clean-
ers, cooks, carpenters, and plumbers.

Here, dogs have an enviable status. Our
students love dogs; they hug, kiss and cud-
dle them. They fight with guards who try to
shoo them away and threaten the adminis-
tration with media exposure if dogs are
treated with cruelty. They buy milk packets,
tear them with bare hands and empty them
for the dogs to lap up. Merely 200 metres
away, infants and toddlers of migrant work-
ers live in huts with no doors and do with-
out milk.

The dogs are overfed and oversized. They
have lost their natural alacrity but show their
canine streak by barking at all hours. They
also understand class. They wave their tails
at people wearing shorts and snarl at those
in uniforms or with dupattas on their heads.

Pets are a profitable industry in the af-
fluent world, with special foods, clothes, toys

and beauty parlours to cater to them. India
is the fastest growing pet care market in the
world and is expected to grow at 14 per cent
annually to become a $490 million market
by 2022. Some of these pets threaten
wildlife; cats kill 2.4 million birds every year
and dogs have contributed to the extinction
of nearly a dozen wild bird and animal
species. The love [ see on campus, perhaps,
is a kind of possession, just as the Victorian
wife, horses, dogs were all subjugated and
loved, turned into trophies.

The land surrounding our pristine cam-
pus is plagued by gaurakshaks, the protec-
tors of cows. This is the space that the RSS
extols as Bharat, though the ancient name
of the country is not theirs to claim. Here,
people worship the cow asamotherand in-
sist that crores of gods live inside it. The pro-
tection of cows has little to do with their
welfare. When we pass through the towns of
north India, the dramatic rise in the num-
ber of stray cows, growing thinner over
summer months and crowding the roads
unattended, is evident.

Gaurakshaks threaten Muslims and Dalits,
who they suspect of killing and eating cows.
Over 60 incidents of attacks and murders
have been reported since 2010 as mobs of
gaurakshaks have descended upon suspects
with terrifying results. The vigilantes are
aided by state governments, which have al-
ready passed laws banning cow slaughter and

enlisted police units to enforce it.

This “Bharat” is trying to live on its past
historical glory, on land ownership, on the
slavery of Dalits, on the unpaid “on demand”
labour, both domestic and sexual, of women.
Here, the identity of the self comes from “not
being them”, the proof of love comes from
hating others. So, love for the cow equals
hate for Muslims. Love for the country
equals hate for Pakistan, China. Love for
women equals hate for anyone who might
take them away and panic about love jihad.

But there is a third kind of space that ex-
ists in the country — let’s call it Hindustan,
which survives on agriculture and allied sec-
tors like animal husbandry. Here, cows are
important as they give milk and milk prod-
ucts, leading to extraincome and stability in
lean times. People love their animals like
family members and are ready to make
many sacrifices for them. In the fodder
camps run by Mann Deshi Mahila Bank in
rural Maharashtra, thousands of farmers
stay out in the open for a few days so that
their cattle can get water and fodder.
Children and animals are introduced to
strangers by their names.

Kids play with dogs here too. They guard
the farms at night and keep the farmers
company. Shepherd communities travel
with their goats and sheep in search of grass-
lands. Their dogs help them keep the herd
intact. Children run along with the dogs to

bring back wandering goats. Life is hard and
sparse — the dogs get food that people can
spare and kids are as agile as their dogs.

Even under normal circumstances,
hunger is common in poor communities.
India ranks very low in the Global Hunger
Index. Only 15 countries — sub-Saharan
African nations such as Congo, Somalia or
war-torn Afghanistan and Yemen — are be-
low us. In the past decade, hunger has inten-
sified as income gaps have widened.
According to the World Inequality Report
2022, the top 10 per cent of Indians hold 57
per cent of national income, while the bot-
tom 50 per cent’s share is 13 per cent.

In this marginalised population, love
means giving oneself. Love for the land is ex-
perienced by applying oneself to it — by giv-
inglabour, care, sacrifice. Love for the coun-
try too is shown by the same. There are
norms of equity which resonate with social-
ist idealism — from each according to his
ability, to each according to his needs. The
members of this Hindustan sat at the Delhi
border for a year and forced the mighty gov-
ernment to give in.

What is the idea of a republic but for
many different types of people, species to
exist together in harmony? Maybe we have
arepublic after all — perhaps overshadowed
by the other two, but it exists.

Dalwaiis a writer and a law professor

one Theinequality

epidemic

Pandemic has bared a system that privileges some,
treats others as expendable. New, inclusive social
contractis needed

HARSH MANDER

THE PANDEMIC HAS dramatically laid bare
the catastrophic public costs of inequality.
Thousands of lives could have been saved
if much greater investments had been
made in public health provisioning. The ex-
plosion of mass hunger and joblessness and
the dislocation of millions of working poor
people could have been averted had labour
protection, social security, and wage levels
of workers been secured.

“Inequality Kills” is the apt title of a dev-
astating report by Oxfam India released at
the time of the World Economic Forum in
Davos. For India’s super-rich, the pandemic
became a time to swell their wealth dizzy-
ingly. The worst year of the pandemic for
India was 2021. In this year, the net wealth of
just one Indian billionaire, Gautam Adani,
multiplied eight times, from $8.9 billion in
2020to $50.5 billion in 2021. The net worth
of Mukesh Ambani doubled to $85.5 billion
in 2021, rocketing him from India’s to Asia’s
richest man. In fact, Ambani added Rs 90
crore to his wealth every hour right from
March 2020, the start of the pandemic. In
2021, the number of dollar billionaires in
India expanded by 39 per cent. Indiais home
today to the largest number of dollar billion-
aires, after the US and China, with more bil-
lionaires than France, Sweden and
Switzerland combined. In 2020, 98 families
held more wealth than 555 million Indians.
India’s top 10 per cent owned 45 per cent of
the country’s wealth. Three-fifths of India’s
top 100 added $1 billion or more to their
wealth in 2021 over the previous year.

In this same period, as many as 84 per
cent Indian households suffered a fall of in-
come, for many into deep and stubborn
poverty. The RBI estimated a GDP contrac-
tion of minus 8.7 to 7 per cent. 120 million
jobs were lost, of which 92 million were in
the informal sector. In 2021, FAO reported
there were 200 million undernourished
people in India and India was home to a
quarter of all undernourished people
around the world. Pew estimated that the
number of poor people in India doubled
from 55 million in 2020 to 120 million in
2021. Oxfamreports that daily-wage work-
ers topped the numbers of people who com-
mitted suicide in 2020, followed by self-em-
ployed and unemployed individuals.

Evaluations in the media do not ade-
quately recognise that the greater part of
the grim economic devastation that sur-
rounds us in India today — deaths, job-
lessness, hunger — is not caused prima-
rily by the Covid-19 virus. They are the
consequence of market-led public poli-
cies that have fostered unequal life
chances. This got exposed more in these
times of global calamity.

Imagine a vastly different India.
Imagine, for instance, a country that has se-
cured free and quality healthcare for every

citizen, a guarantee of food for all, workers’
rights to social security and wage payments
to all during lockdowns, and decent hous-
ing and clean water. The deaths and unem-
ployment that engulfed a large section of
Indians could have been eschewed. If mil-
lions of working people had more money
in their hands, the greatest contraction of
the economy since Independence could
have been forestalled. If decent social hous-
ing and clean water supply had been se-
cured by governments for all residents, it
would have enabled the millions forced into
overcrowded shanties to protect them-
selves by keeping distance in well-venti-
lated tenements and washing their hands
regularly. Millennials might then argue: All
of this is unattainable; what, then, is the
point of painting scenarios of utopias?

But just as the humanitarian crisis today
could have been prevented, the alternative
is eminently feasible if people and govern-
ment commit themselves to the goals of the
Constitution. India spends only 3.54 per cent
of its budgetary resources on healthcare,
much less, as noted by Oxfam, than other
middle-income countries like Brazil (9.51),
South Africa(8.25)and China(5.35).Income
inequalities reduce life chances in India even
more for those disadvantaged by caste, gen-
der and religious identities. A Dalit woman,
for instance, has 15 years lower life ex-
pectancy than an upper-caste woman.
Confronted by a broken and starved public
health system, even the poor have torely on
private health providers, and 60 per cent of
health spending in India is out-of-pocket,
among the highest in the world, and a ma-
jor cause of poverty. In the pandemic, the
exclusions were even more spectacular.
Oxfam found middle-class families spend-
ing Rs 4 lakh a day in private hospitals dur-
ing the second wave — something a casual
worker earns in 1,000 days.

The starting point of our vision of anew
India is for the state to assume responsibil-
ity to provision quality healthcare, educa-
tion, food, pension, clean water and hous-
ing, free or in affordable ways for all citizens.
Economist Prabhat Patnaik, in his contribu-
tion to the India Exclusion Report brought
out by the Centre for Equity Studies, says
that to resource all of this would demand a
public resolve to expand taxation of the su-
per-rich. Sufficient to fund all of this, he cal-
culates, is two taxes levied only on the top
1 per cent of the population — a wealth tax
of 2 per cent and an inheritance tax of 33
per cent. Our government is doing the op-
posite; it withdrew the wealth tax in 2015
and reduced the already low levels of cor-
porate tax. The result is regressive taxation
burdening the poor and abysmally low pub-
lic spending.

Those who care for a kinder world must
not miss this moment when the pandemic
has revealed to us the horror of our moral
collapse; of economic and social arrange-
ments that privilege some lives, but treat
the rest as expendable. The struggle of our
times must be for a new social contract
based on solidarity and inclusion.

The writer is a Richard von Weizsacker
Fellow and Chairperson of the Centre for
Equity Studies

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

JOB CRISIS

THISREFERS TO the editorial, The miss-
ingjobs’( IE, January 28). Major employ-
ersin the industry have been complain-
ing that most of the youth in the
employable age are not skilled enough
tobe employed. The questionis how an
entire generation of youth stepping in
the job market is not employable when
they are educationally qualified and eli-
gible. The answer lies in the nature of pri-
vate educational institutions, especially
those pertaining to engineering and
management ones, that have mush-
roomed of late. Graduating from suchin-
stitutions after paying hefty fees, alarge
section of the youth suddenly realises
that the country’s economic system
doesn’t need them.

Pritam Singh, Jaipur

THISREFERS TO the editorial, The miss-
ing jobs’, (IE, January 28). Reports of un-
ruly protesters resorting to violence
against the recently published results of
apublic recruitment examination signal
the widespread desperation among the
youths for a job in the public sector. The
hooliganism is unacceptable and the
right to protest should be practised re-
sponsibly. At the same time, the per-
formance of the Railways Recruitment
Control Board should be a subject of
wider debate, the recent uproar is over
the result of a public examination whose
notification was released in 2019, the first
stage of the examination was conducted
in 2020, and the result was published in

2022. The examination was a comput-
erised test, whose result shouldn’t take
three long years, and the next stage of
the process s still not over.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Barasat

KERALA'S ERROR

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Watching
the watchdog’ (IE, January 28). It is sur-
prising that Kerala, which is often held
up as amodel state with respect to free-
dom of expression and human develop-
ment, should stoop to diluting the
Lokayukta’s powers. It will be ablemish
on the state’s record if it allows earlier
adverse orders by the Lokayukta to cloud
its judgment. The Lokayukta must be al-
lowed to performits duties unhindered.
This should be the message for other
states as well.

Hemant Contractor, Pune

AT THE FRONTLINES

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘Stepping up
together’ (IE, January 28). It’s heart
warming to read a doctor’s account of
the pandemic. In the early stages of the
outbreak, there were reports of people
ostracising physicians and healthcare
workers. There have been, no doubt,
some errors by the medical community
in the past two years. However, these
frontline workers have played a big role
inboosting our capacity to live with this
capricious virus.

Bisakha Maity, Patna

New Delhi
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THE WORLD

MEANWHILE

AUSTRALIA TO PROTECT GREAT BARRIER REEF

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison promised a further A$1 billion ($703 mil-
lion) to protect the Great Barrier Reef to support thousands of tourism jobs, just
months out from a federal election. The reef, one of Australia's best-known natural at-
tractions but under threat from global warming, has been a lightning rod for criticism
of the ruling conservative coalition's support for fossil fuels.

Minor shoots
mother, siblings
in Pak ‘under
PUBG influence’

Lahore: A 14-year-old boy shot
his entire family, including
mother and two minor sisters,
allegedly “under the influence”
of online game PUBG, police
here in the capital of Pakistan's
Punjab province said on Friday.

Nahid Mubarak, a 45-year-
old health worker, was found
dead along with her 22-year-old
son Taimur and two daughters
aged 17 and 11 in Lahore’s
Kahna area last week.

Her teenage son who re-
mained unhurt and is the lone
survivor turned out to be the
murderer, police said.

“The PUBG addict boy con-
fessed to have killed her mother
and siblings under the influence
of the game. He has developed
some psychological issues be-
cause of spending long hours of
the day playing the online game,”
police said, adding that “On the
day of the incident, Nahid scolded
the boy over the matter. Later, the
boy took out her pistol froma cup-
board and shot her and his three
othersiblings dead in their sleep.”

Next morning, the boy raised
an alarm and the neighbours
called the police. The boy that
time told police that he was on
the upper storey of the house
and did not know how his fam-
ily was killed,police added. PTI

As Johnson waits,
UK police seek cuts
to ‘partygate’ report

JILLLAWLESS
LONDON, JANUARY 28

DOUBT ABOUT the timing and
content of a key report into lock-
down-breaching parties within
the British government deep-
ened Friday when police said
they wanted parts of it to remain
unpublished until they finish a
criminal investigation.

The Metropolitan Police force
said it had asked for civil servant
Sue Gray’s report to make only
“minimal reference” to the
events being investigated by de-
tectives, “to avoid any prejudice
to our investigation.”

The request could further de-
lay the publication of the report,
which had been expected this
week and whose findings could
deliver a major blow to Prime
Minister Boris Johnson'’s fragile
grip on power.

The senior civil servant is prob-
ing allegations that the Prime
Minister and his staff flouted re-
strictions they imposed on the
country in2020and 2021 to curb
the spread of the coronavirus with
“bringyour ownbooze” office par-
ties, birthday celebrations and
“wine time Fridays.”

The claims have caused pub-

Way
ahead for
® Johnson

EXPLAINED

TO SLIP out of this tight cor-
ner, Johnson needs to avert
cabinet resignations and
prevent a rush of letters de-
manding a no-confidence
vote. Earlier this month, he
appeared to gain some
breathing space with anan-
nouncement ending
Britain’s remaining Covid re-
strictions. He will then hope
that Gray's report is diplo-
matic enough for him to sur-
vive, and that the police in-
vestigation fades away
without producing charges
or more revelations.

lic anger, led some Conservative
lawmakers to call for Johnson’s
resignation and triggered in-
tense infighting inside the gov-
erning party. Gray is looking into
almost 20 incidents. This week
police opened an inquiry into an
undisclosed smaller number of
them found to meet the force’s
criteria for investigating the
“most serious and flagrant”
breaches of coronavirus rules. AP

Lanka to amend controversial anti-terror law

Colombo: SriLanka willamend a
controversial anti-terror law that
gives police sweeping powers to
arrest suspects without trial to
fully align it with international
standards, amid mounting pres-
sure from the EU and the UN
Human Rights Council over con-
cerns it violates human rights.
The government issued a
gazette notification on Thursday

saying the Prevention of
Terrorism Act will be amended.
Enacted in 1979, the PTA allows
authorities to make warrantless
arrests and searches if a person
is suspected of involvement in a
“terrorist activity.”

The move comes ahead of
the March session of the UNHRC
in Geneva where Sri Lanka's
rights and progress accountabil-

ity has come under review.

The bill proposes anumber of
amendments and ensures the
suspects are allowed to approach
the Supreme Court on grounds of
violation of their fundamental
rights and seek relief, officials said.
It proposes to allow for legal ac-
cess to the personin custody and
also permits relatives to commu-
nicate with the detainee. ~ PTI

TEMPORARY DIVERSION / RESCHEDULING OF TRAINS

In order to upgrade the infrastructure & enhance safety standards,
South Western Railway will undertake the Pre-Non-Interlocking for
activity 6 days from 29.01.2022 to 03.02.2022 & Non-Interlocking
Works for 4 days from 04.02.2022 to 07.02.2022 for commissioning
of Phase-l Penukonda Yard. To execute this work South Western
Railway will take traffic blocks. During this period the following
trains will temporarily be affected on the date shown as under:

DIVERSION OF TRAINS

Train No. & Train Name

Diverted Route

Dates from originating station

22684 Lucknow -

Via Dhone Jn. - Renigunta - Jolarpettai -

Yesvantpur Express Krishnarajapuram - Yesvantpur Jn. 03.02.2022
12628 New Delhi - KSR Via Guntakal Jn. - Renigunta - Upto 31.01.2022 &
Bengaluru Karnataka Exp. Jolarpettai - Bengaluru Cantt. 04.02.2022

RESCHEDULING OF TRAIN

12628 New Delhi - KSR Bengaluru Karnataka Express 29.01.2022 to 02.02.2022 and 06.02.2022
likely to be rescheduled depending upon the arrival at Bengaluru City.

-

7%-/-" g'
Azadiy,

Amrit Mahotsav

For any kind of information such as timings, composition and stoppages enroute etc.,
passengers are requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or may visit
Indian Railways website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

Note: All norms of the State and Central Government regarding COVID-19

may please be followed in the trains and at the Railway stations.
All other precautions associated with COVID-19 should also be ensured.

RailMadad Helpline No. 139 ¢ Visit RailMadad website:
www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in & download Railmadad app.

Please join &
uson g
visit us at: www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in @“[ | S

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

CHENNAI BENGALURU INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR-

TUMAKURU INDUSTRIAL TOWNSHIP LTD (CBIC-TITL)

5th Floor, Khanija Bhavan, Race Course Road, Bengaluru — 560 001.
Phone No. 22267900, Fax : 22267901 website : www.kiadb.in
email: mdcbic23@gmail.com

No. CBICTITL/CFO/E-Auction-03/14219/2021-22 Date: 28.01.2022

PAPER PUBLICATION

This is to inform that Chennai Bengaluru Industrial Corridor-Tumakuru Industrial
Township Ltd (CBIC-TITL), intends to invest its Surplus Funds in the short term
deposits with Nationalized Bank. The details of the quantum of amount and
period to be keptin shortterm deposits are as under:

Rs.150.00 Crores.
Three FDs will be issued
each Rs.50.00 Crores.

For 3 Months (91 days) in Nationalized Banks.

For 6 Months (181 days) in Nationalized Banks.

The complete details of the E-Auction can be downloaded from the e-portal of
the Government of Karnataka at the below address: https://leproc.karnataka.gov.in
Schedule of Various Events For e-Auction is as below:

13.00 Hrs.
DIPR/DDU/Zen/R.0:3109/2021-22

Wear
Mask

&6

o

1) Date of E-Auction can be Downloaded: 29.01.2022

2) Last Date to upload the Declaration in Annexure-B in the e-portal:
05.02.2022 on or before 15.30 Hrs.
3) Date and time of opening: 08.02.2022 after 16.00 Hrs.

4) Live Bidding: 10.02.2022, Commences at 11.00 Hrs. & Concludes at

Sd/-
Chief Financial Officer, CBIC-TITL, Bengaluru

STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

6 Feet > ()
Follow Physical w
Distancing

Maintain
Hand Hygiene

SEEKING TO COOL UKRAINE CRISIS

Macron speaks to Putin as Russia
hints at possible diplomatic opening

NYT&REUTERS
PARIS, JANUARY 28

IN THE hopes that direct com-
munication could help cool the
escalating tensions surrounding
Ukraine, President Emmanuel
Macron of France held a phone
call with President Vladimir V.
Putin of Russia on Friday morn-
ing, as Russia’s foreign minister
suggested that there may be
room to negotiate with the US.
The foreign minister, Sergey
V. Lavrov, said the United States’
response toits security demands
contained “a kernel of rational-
ity” for a possible compromise
on issues like missile deploy-
ments and military exercises.
However, Russia has put a
much broader set of issues on the
table — essentially calling for a re-
shapingof the post-Cold War secu-
rity arrangements in Europe and a
retreat of NATO forces from Eastern
Europe. That is a nonstarter for the
United Statesand its Westernallies.
Lavrov's comments on Friday;,
whileguarded, offered the prospect
ofroom for negotiationon second-
ary matters related to broader se-
curity concerns in Europe. So, the
situation remained one of both con-
tradiction and confrontation.
Military forces continued to
surround Ukraine en masse. The
Pentagon said that in the past 24
hours, more Russian forces were
being moved into the region.
Meanwhile, the United States
and its European allies contin-
ued to send arms to Ukraine as
NATO stepped up its defensive
positions in Eastern Europe.
Meanwhile, In a phone call
on Thursday with President
Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine,
Biden “reaffirmed the readiness
of the United States along with

Indian finalist
asks students
to apply for
global prize

London: A talented Indian stu-
dent from Jharkhand who made
itamong the top 10 finalists last
year urged fellow students on
Friday to apply for the $100,000
Chegg.org Global Student Prize
as the 2022 applications open.

Seema Kumari, a teenager
who was selected from over
3,500 nominations across 94
countries last year, said making
the shortlist of the debut prize
lastyear offered her a great plat-
form to continue her workin the
field of empowering girls.

Now in its second year, UK-
based Varkey Foundation
launched the Chegg.org Global
Student Prize as a sister award
to the Global Teacher Prize to
highlight efforts of extraordi-
nary students making a real im-
pact on learning, the lives of
their peers and on society.

“lam so grateful to have been
selected asatop 10 finalist for the
inaugural Global Student Prize
and the platform that comes with
itto continue to help change lives
inIndia,” said Kumari, whois now
studying at Harvard University.

The prize is open to all stu-
dents who are at least 16 years
old and enrolled in an academic
institution or training and skills
programme. PTI

Ukrainian soldiers trained on Thursday in the Volnovakha
district in eastern Ukraine. NYT

ARMS AND TROOPS AROUND UKRAINE
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Around 130,000 Russian
troops have been deployed
near the Ukrainian border.
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itsallies and partners to respond
decisively” if Russia launched a
military incursion, accordingtoa
White House statement. Biden
is considering dispatching sev-
eral thousand US troops, along
with warships and aircraft, to the
region, although officials say he
has so far ruled out deploying
more forces directly to Ukraine.

Atthe center of the maelstrom,
inUkraine, the government urged
the public to remain calm, played
down theimmediacy of the threat
and expressed concern about the
heightened messaging from both
the Westand Russia.

The White House still believes
there is “a distinct possibility” that
Russia could launch an invasion in
February, said Emily Horne, spokes-
woman for the National Security
Council, although American offi-
cials do not believe Putin has de-
cided whether toattack.

Neither Paris nor Berlin see
the threat of a Russian invasion of
Ukraine with the same urgency
as Washington or the countries
closer to Ukraine.

BidenandPutinhavenotspoken
one-on-one since early December.
The Biden administration called a
meeting of the UNSC on Monday,
which could make foraface-to-face
debate between the USand Russia.

Russia on Friday that it could
call a vote to prevent the UN SC
from meeting publicly on Monday.
“I can’t recall another occasion
when a Security Council member
proposed to discuss its own base-
less allegations and assumptions
as a threat to international order
from someone else. Hopefully fel-
low UNSC members will not sup-
port this clear PR stunt shameful
for the reputation of UNSC,”
Polyanskiy said.” Russia’s Deputy
UN  Ambassador  Dmitry
Polyanskiy tweeted on Friday.

World tops 10 b

THENEW YORKTIMES
JANUARY 28

WHEN PRIME Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
rolled up his sleeve in December
2020 to receive a dose of the
Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus
vaccine, kicking off one of the
world’s first mass rollouts of
Covid shots, he declared that it
marked “the beginning of the
end” of the pandemic.

Thirteen months later, his
prediction has proved far from
true, but 10 billion vaccine doses
have been administered globally,
a milestone that reflects the as-
tonishing speed with which gov-
ernments and drug companies
have mobilized, allowing many
nations to envision a near future
inwhich their people coexist with
thevirusbutaren’t confined by it.

The milestone, reached on
Friday, according to the Our World
inData project at the University of
Oxford, has notbeen arrived ateq-
uitably, even though 10 billion
doses could theoretically have
meant at least one shot for all of
the world’s 7.9 billion people.

In the wealthiest countries, 77
per cent of people have received
atleastone dose, whereasinlow-
income countries the figure is less
than 10 per cent. As North
Americaand Europe race to over-
come Omicron surges by offering
boosters, with some nations even

In the wealthiest countries, 77 per cent of people have
received at least one dose. NYT

contemplating a fourth shot,
more than one-third of the
world’s people, many of them in
Africa and poor pockets of Asia,
are still waiting for a first dose.

“Ten billion doses is a tri-
umph of science but a com-
plete failure of global solidar-
ity,” said Madhukar Pai, a
professor of epidemiology and
biostatistics at  McGill
University in Montreal.

The consequences of the
vaccine gap have been high-
lighted by Omicron, which was
first identified in southern
Africa. Low vaccination cover-
age creates conditions for wide-
spread virus circulation and
with that the possibility of new
variants emerging,.

WHO examining
abuse allegations

Tokyo: The World Health
Organization said itis looking into
allegations a regional director in
Asia bullied staff, used racist lan-
guage and leaked sensitive vac-
cinedatatoJapan,accusations the
official denies. WHO said in a
statement to Reuters on Thursday
it “is aware of the allegations and
is taking all appropriate steps to
follow up on the matter,” follow-
ingareporton the complaints by
the AP, Takeshi Kasai, the Manila-
based director of the Western
Pacificregion, acknowledged be-
ing “hard on staff” but rejected
chargesofracism.  REUTERS

IN 2018, CHINA HAD ALSO HELPED PAKISTAN LAUNCH TWO SATELLITES

China to build space centre, more satellites for Pak

KJMVARMA
BEIJING, JANUARY 28

CHINA ON Friday announced
plans to boost space cooperation
with Pakistan, including the de-
velopment of a space centre and
launching of more satellites for
its all-weather ally.

Pakistan figures many times
in a white paper titled “China’s
Space Programme: A 2021
Perspective”, released by the
State Council or the Central
Cabinet, outlining future expan-
sion plans for China’s burgeon-
ing space industry, which has
successfully launched missions
to the Moon and Mars.

China will “give priority to
developing communications
satellites for Pakistan and to co-
operating on the construction of
the Pakistan Space Centre”, the
white paper said.

China is currently building
its own space station, which is
expected to be ready by this year.

In 2018, China had helped
Pakistan to launch two satellites
— Pakistan’s first optical remote
sensing satellite PRSS-1, and a
smaller observation craft PakTES-
1A.1In 2019, the two countries
signed an agreement on space ex-
ploration, marking a new phase
in space science cooperation be-
tween the close allies.

The white paper released on

Chinais currently building
its own space station. Reuters
Represenational Image

Friday said China completed the
in-orbit delivery of the Pakistan
Remote-Sensing Satellite (PRSS-
1), Venezuelan Remote-Sensing

New Delhi

Satellite (VRSS-2), Sudan Remote-
Sensing Satellite (SRSS-1),and the
Algerian ~ Communications
Satellite (Alcomsat-1).

China has provided satellite
carrying or launching services
for many countries like Saudi
Arabia, Pakistan, Argentina,
Brazil, Canada and Luxembourg.

China has conducted space
product and technology cooper-
ation with countries, including
Russia, Ukraine, Belarus,
Argentina, Pakistan, and Nigeria,
the white paper said.

Beijing will advance the con-
struction and application of the
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China,
South Africa) remote-sensing
satellite constellation, it said.

Putin, Xi to
discuss European
security: Russia

REUTERS
MOSCOW, JANUARY 28

RUSSIAN AND CHINESE presi-
dents Vladimir Putin and Xi
Jinping will spend a “lot of time”
discussing security in Europe
and the set of demands Moscow
has made of the West when they
meet for talks next week, the
Kremlin said on Friday.

Putin will travel to China to
attend the opening ceremony of
the Beijing Winter Olympics on
February 4 against the backdrop
of atense confrontation with the
West over Ukraine.

The talks will be closely
watched in Washington and
elsewhere for clues to the direc-
tion of the Russia-China relation-
ship, which has grown closer as
both countries' ties with the
West have deteriorated.

“Ithink this time of course a lot
oftimewillbe spentonanexchange
of views oninternational issues, in-
cluding strategicstability in Europe,
security guarantees for Russia, secu-
rityinEurope and Russia’s dialogue
withthe USandNATO,and regional
problems,” Kremlin spokesperson
Dmitry Peskov said.

Putin is set to fill a void left by
foreign dignitaries after some
Western countries announced
they would not send state officials
to the Games because of China's
humanrights record. Putin has said
he opposes diplomatic boycotts.
Russia has cultivated closer ties
with Chinasince 2014 whenitsan-
nexation of Crimea from Ukraine
soured relations with the West.

n vaccine doses
T

Experts urge UK
to back patent
waiver for
vaccine parity

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, JANUARY 28

SEVERAL INDIAN-origin scien-
tists are among hundreds of
worldwide experts to urge the UK
tobacka temporary waiver of in-
tellectual property rules for
Covid-19 vaccines, tests, and
treatments at the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) to achieve
greater vaccine parity worldwide.
India and South Africa had in-
troduced a proposal at the WTO
for such a patent waiver for fairer
vaccine access for the developing
world, but theissue remains dead-
locked at the multilateral arena.
Epidemiologists Professor K.
Srinath Reddy of the Public Health
Foundation of India and Dr Deepti
Gurdasani of London’s Queen
Mary University, Bioengineer
Manu Prakash, Associate
Professor at Stanford University,
Professor Amitava Banerjee of
University College London, and
Professor Harish Nair of the
University of Edinburgh areamong
320 scientists calling on technol-
ogy sharing for global vaccination
coverage to boost the fight against
variants of concern. PTI

China has signed cooperation
agreements for the BRICS
Remote-Sensing Satellite
Constellation, cooperated with
the European Space Agency on
earth observation satellite data
exchange, and built the China-
ASEAN Satellite Information
Offshore Service Platform and the
Remote-Sensing Satellite Data-
Sharing Service Platform, it said.

Releasing the white paper,
China's  National  Space
Administration deputy head Wu
Yanhua said the International
Lunar Research Station (ILRS),
jointly proposed by China and
Russia, is expected to become op-
erational by 2035, the state-run
Global Times reported. PTI
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‘HELPED IN CHARTING A DIFFERENT COURSFE’

Accommodative
policy has served us
well: RBI Deputy Guv

$700 MILLION FOR THE STAKE

Google toinvest $1billionin

SECTOR WATCH
GLOBAL CRUDE

How boiling oil
prices impact govt,

personal Budgets

SUNNYVERMA
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 28

RISING TENSION between
Russiaand Ukraine are leading
to a fresh flare up in oil prices,
with the Brent breaching the
$90abarrel mark overnighton
Thursday, the first time since
2014. Some analysts have
started forecasting oil prices to
hit $100-110 per barrelin near
future as prospects of supply
disruptions and risingdemand
support prices. Prices have
surged sharply from a low of
$65.88 recorded on December
2,2021. If prices continue to
inch up, this will put
pressure on both the
Centre and state to
review taxes.

Why are fuel
pricesrising?

Crude oil prices
haverisensharply since the be-
ginningof the year asthe wave
of infections caused by the
Omicron variant of Covid-19
has not led to lower demand.
Key oil producing countries
have also kept crude oil sup-
plies on a gradually increasing
production schedule despite
rising demand. OPEC+ had
agreed to sharp cuts in supply
in 2020 but the organisation
hasbeen slow to boost produc-
tionsince then.

EXPLAINED

What is theimpacton
rising oil prices on Budget
and inflation?

TheBudget for thisyear has
assumed oil prices to average
around $65 per barrel. In
October; prices rose toas much
as $86 per barrel, before slid-
ing down again to $65.86.

OnFriday, Brenthita 7-year
high of $91.70, rising $1.25, or
14percent, t0$90.59by 11:09
amET.

Rising prices feed into in-
flation as well as increase the
amount of LPG and kerosene
subsidy. On the positive side,

Crude oil pump jack, Texas.
Prices hit a 7-year high of
$91.70, intra-day. Reuters file

government revenues on taxes

of oil and oil prod-

ucts has also been

rising over the last

2 years. Retailinfla-

tion, measured by

the Consumer Price

o Index, has already

risen to a five-

month high 5.59 per cent in

the month of December.

Wholesale price index-based

inflation rose to 13.56 per cent
in December.

Highinflation will force the
government to cut taxes on oil
and oil products, especially
sincerising prices are akey fac-
tor ahead of elections in seven
states. “Oil prices are a big fac-
tor for budget to be presented
next week and overall fiscal
math of India that imports
more than 85% crude require-
ments. Oilimportbill is already
up by more than 70 per cent
from lastyear, it affects the bal-
ance of paymentadversely. Oil
marketing companies haven’t
increased retail prices for last
80 days due to the upcoming
elections and given the under
recovery already built in, FM
(Finance Minister) may not
have the headroom toincrease
excise duty and rather should
build in provision for a cut in
case oil goes to three digits,”
Debasish Mishra, partner at
Deloitte India, said. Full report on

www.indianexpress.com

Airtel, pick up 1.28% stake

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

AIMING TO build 5G specific use-
cases and bring affordable smart-
phone offerings to the market, mo-
bile services firm Bharti Airteland
Google announced a long-term
agreement Friday that would en-
tail the Americaninternet giantin-
vesting $700 million for 1.28 per
centstakein the Delhi-based com-
pany, inaddition to up to $300mil-
lion towards potential multi-year
commercial agreements.

“Airtel and Google share the vi-
sion to grow India’s digital divi-
dend through innovative products.
With our future ready network,
digital platforms, last mile distri-
bution and payments ecosystem,
we look forward to working
closelywith Google toincrease the
depth and breadth of India’s digi-
talecosystem,” Sunil Bharti Mittal,
chairman of Bharti Airtel, said ina
statement. Google’s biggest invest-
mentinIndia, however,wasa$4.5
billioninfusionin Airtel’s chief rival
Reliance Jio backin 2020 for which
it picked 7.73 per cent stake. The
deal also involved building of an
entry-level 4G smartphone that
was launched last year.

Googlesaiditintends toinvest
upto$1 billion, as part ofits Google
for India Digitization Fund, which

GOOGLE'S BIGGEST INDIA INVESTMENT

M Google’s biggest
investmentin India,
however, was a $4.5
billion infusion in Airtel’s

includes equity investment as well
asacorpus for potential commer-
cial agreements, to be identified
and agreed on mutually agreeable
terms over the course of the next
five years. This will comprise the
$700million equity investmentin
Bharti Airtel at a price per share of
Rs 734 (the scrip opened trading
onFridayatRs 718 onthe BSE),and
up to $300 million that will go to-
wards implementing commercial
agreements.

According to a statement, as
partof the first commercial agree-
ment, Airtel and Google will work
togethertobuild on Airtel’s exten-
sive offerings to consumers, that
cover arange of Android-enabled
devices, via innovative affordabil-
ity programmes. The companies
also said they would work to ex-
plore further opportunities to
bring down the barriers of owning
a smartphone across a range of
price points, in partnership with
various device manufacturers.

In an analyst call, Airtel's CEO
Gopal Vittal clarified that the com-

chiefrival Reliance
Jiobackin 2020 for
whichit pickedupa
7.73 per cent stake

pany does not plan to build itsown
smartphone on thelines of Jio, but
will partner with smartphone
makers to bring affordable offer-
ings tothe market. “Our strategy is
to drive smartphone adoption...
butwe are not keen on the subsidy
game. We want to be competitive
inthe market. We have developed
software to target devices within-
centives to minimise the cost,”
Vittal said.

Airtelis already using Google's
5G-ready Evolved Packet Core &
Software Defined Network plat-
forms, and plans to explore scaling
up the deployment of Google’s
networkvirtualisation solutions to
deliver a “superior network expe-
rience” to their customers. Under
the larger strategic goals of the
partnership, both companies will
also potentially co-create India-
specific network domain use cases
for 5G and other standards, with
cutting-edge implementations,
the statement said, adding that
both Airtel and Google will also fo-
cus on shaping and growing the

cloud ecosystem in India.

Sundar Pichai, CEO of Google
and Alphabet, said: “Ourcommer-
cialand equity investment in Airtel
isa continuation of our Google for
India Digitization Fund’s efforts to
increase access to smartphones,
enhance connectivity to support
new business models, and help
companies on their digital trans-
formation journey”. Analysts
pegged that for Google, inaddition
to potentially hedging its bets by
investing in rival telecom opera-
tors, the deal could present oppor-
tunities to create front-end solu-
tions in accelerating Android
adoptionin the country, especially
in the low-end market that is still
dominated by feature phones.

“Bharti could leverage Google’s
tech platform to explore moneti-
sation of digital offerings. It could
leverage the opportunity of alarge
pool (>300m) of feature phone
subscribers in the market through
Google-enabled affordable devices.
Itcould leverage Google’s 5G tech-
nology solutions to offer use cases
to SMEs/ consumers including
cloud services. Over time, it can
drive big value via new growth ar-
eas.From Google’s point of view, it
is seeing the advantage of tying up
with a large telecom provider to
create front-end solutions,” said
Aliasgar Shakir, telecom analyst,
Motilal Oswal Financial Services.

‘Disproportionate impact of
2nd wave on women’s work’

Sectors employing a high number of women were among the
worst hit in the second Covid wave, causing disproportionate
impact on women'’s work, an IWWAGE report said

WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS
WHOSE PROFITS DETERIORATED
AFTERNATIONWIDE LOCKDOWN

IN2020: 3 2 o/o

41%
INSERVICE DELIVERY

INRETAIL

g

FEMALE LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION DURING:
M Pre-pandemic period of Jan-Mar 2020 I 21.2%

M April-June 2020

I 10.6%

M January-March 2021

women have
> 40 o/ 0 beenaffected
by the unnatural development of
dual workload of domestic care work

and paid work as aresult of
pandemic induced lockdown
women workers

-
> 3 I n intheinformal

sectorlost livelihood. 65% reduction
intheirincome following the second
wave of the pandemic

I > 90/,
women-led enterprises

.I .I o 0were permanently

closed duringlockdown, which
remained the same evenafterit

Major sectorsemployinga
significant number of women:
M Tourismand hospitality

M Construction

M Streetvending

M Domestic work
Source: IWWAGE; compiled by ENS

Data on impact of women workers in these sectors from India remains unavailable largely due to the informal nature of this
work, research centre Initiative for What Works to Advance Women and Girls in the Economy (IWWAGE) said

—— BRIEFLY —
Stateborrowing

New Delhi: The Finance Min-
istry gave additional borro-
wing permission of Rs 5,186
crore to Rajasthan and Rs
2,123 crore to Andhra Prade-
sh for undertaking stipu-
lated power sector reforms.

PFSissues

New Delhi: PTC India said its
board has directed its risk
management committee to
look into corporate gover-
nance issues at PTC India
Financial Services (PFS).

SBIFormosa

New Delhi: State Bank of Ind-
ia'srecent fundraise of $300
million by issuing Formosa
Bonds is a testimony of the
confidence reposed by the
overseas investors in India’s
growth story, Chairman
Dinesh Khara said. PTI

SpiceJetdispute
New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt gave Spicejet 3 weeks to
resolve dispute over $24.01
million in dues with Credit
Suisse AG and stayed the
Madras High Courtorderon
the airline’s winding up. FE

AU SFB profit

New Delhi: AU Small Finance
Bankreported arise in profit
after tax at Rs 302 crore for
quarter ended December
2021.Gross non-performing
assets fell to 2.6% against
3.2% overaquarterago. ENS

India, Chinatrade

New Delhi: In 2021, exports
to China rose 34% to $22.9
billion while imports rose
28%10$87.5billionand trade
deficitwidened to $64.5 bil-
lion, as per Commerce
Ministry data. PTI

Panel: Private banks lag in crop
loan disbursals in Maharashtra

GEORGE MATHEW
& SUNNYVERMA
MUMBAI/NEW DELHI, JAN 28

PRIVATE SECTOR banks are lag-
ging their state-owned peers in
crop loan disbursements in
Maharashtra, with lenders even
charging high interest rates and
bad loans under Self Help Groups
(SHGs) remaining at a high level.

At the recent meeting of the
State Level Bankers’ Committee
(SLBC) for Maharashtra, the RBI
representative observed that the
performance of private sector
banks under crop loan disburse-
mentat 35 per cent, is significantly
less and need considerable atten-
tion by state heads of these banks.
The case of ICICI Bank charging
“exorbitant” interest rates in the
case of government-backed credit
schemes was also highlighted at
the SLBC meeting. Government
sponsored schemes include
Emergency CreditLine Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS), Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation
Programme (PMEGP) loans, PM
Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar
Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) loans.

The achievement under the
annual credit plan (ACP)and crops

remaining period of the financial
year,” says the minutes of the last
SLBC meeting on November 26.

BELOW TARGET

MTheachievement According to SLBC minutes, the
under the annual credit meeting was informed on the is-
planand cropsloansin sue of “exorbitant” rate of interest
Maharashtra has fallen (ROI)charged byICICIBankonthe
below the targetset by proposals of government-spon-
the State Level Bankers’ sored schemes (GSS). “The
Committee

Convenor SLBC Maharashtra ap-
pealed ICICI Bank toredress the is-
sue. ICICI Bank to relook into the

loansinMaharashtra has fallenbe-
low the target set by the SLBC. The
committee, with Bank of
Maharashtra as the lead bank,
asked banks like Punjab & Sind
Bank, Canara Bank, PNB, HDFC
Bank and Axis Bank to gear up for
improving their performance un-
der crop loan disbursement.

As against the ACP target of
Rs4,61,080 crore under the prior-
ity sector, the achievement is 38
per cent for the second quarter,
SLBC Maharashtrasaid. Further,as
per the three-year comparative
performance under crop loandis-
bursement as of October 31,2021
presented to the SLBC, member
banks were informed that
achievement is 57 per cent of the
total FY target. “Member banks
were urged to make all out efforts
toachieve the set goals during the

34 US states, DC say
Apple stifles competition

Oakland: Apple is stifling compe-
tition through its mobile app store,
attorneys general for 34 US states
and the District of Columbia said
Thursday, as they appealed against
a ruling that let it continue some
restrictive practices.

Thursday’s remarks, led by the
state of Utah and joined by
Colorado, Indiana, Texas and oth-
ers,cameinalawsuitinanappeals
court against app store fees and
payment tools between “Fortnite”
video game maker EpicGamesand

Apple. “Apple’s conduct has
harmed and is harming mobile
app-developers and millions of cit-
izens,” the states said. “Apple con-
tinuesto monopolize app distribu-
tionand in-app payment solutions
foriPhones, stifle competition,and
amass supracompetitive profits
withinthe almost trillion-dollar-a-
year smartphone industry.”

Apple’s first-quarter revenue
was $123.9 billion, 11 per cent up
fromlastyear and profitwas $34.6
billion. REUTERS

mattertoreduce ROlapplicable on
GSS,” it said.

“Representative of ICICI Bank
informed house that at present
two per cent ROl is reduced by
bank on GSS and assured once
againtorelookintotheissue,” SLBC
minutes said.

Indicating that private banks
are lagging behind, the SLBC said,
“private sector banks should focus
on achievement of targets under
the priority sector lending.” It
asked member banks to make fur-
ther efforts to achieve or surpass
the set target under ACP2021-22.

Although crop loan disburse-
ment achievement as of
September 30, 2021 is more as
compared to last year, absolute
growth is less, according to SLBC
minutes. Full report on

www.indianexpress.com

FIRST ROUND

India, UK engage in
‘productive’ FT'A talks

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, JANUARY 28

INDIA AND the UK Friday an-
nounced conclusion of a “produc-
tive” firstround of free trade agree-
menttalks, held virtually between
officials of both governments.
The  Department  for
International Trade (DIT) said dur-
ing the course of the two-week
round, which began earlier this
month following the visit of UK
Trade Secretary Anne-Marie
Trevelyan, technical experts from

both sides came together for dis-
cussions in 32 separate sessions
covering 26 policy areas.

TheDIT reiterated anend of the
year timeline for the negotiations,
saying that both teams maintaina
“shared ambition” to conclude ne-
gotiations by the end of 2022.

The policy areas coveredin this
round included trade in goods,
trade in services including finan-
cial services & telecommunica-
tions, investment, intellectual
property, customs and trade facil-
itation, sanitary and phytosanitary
measures,among others. PTI

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 28

INDIA HELD its ground and is
among a few countries that have
retained an accommodative mon-
etary policy that “has served us
well” despite some views that “we
have fallen behind the curve”,
Reserve Bank Deputy Governor
Michael D Patra said on Friday.
Thisisatatime when “several
emerging market economies
(EMEs) were jumping on to the
bandwagon of tightening monet-
ary policy and advanced econo-
mies (AES) were announcing nor-
malisation or joining their EMEs
inraising policy rates,” he added.
“Only time will tell whether or
not India has got it right but so far,
this approach has served us well
and helped in charting a course
into the future which is different
from the world,” Patra said,addre-
ssing the CD Deshmukh Memor-
ial Lecture organised by the
Council for Social Development,
Hyderabad. He said the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) remains com-
mitted to revive and sustain
growth on a durable basis and
continue to mitigate the impact of
Covid-19 on the economy, while
ensuring that inflation remains
within the target going forward.
He also said the RBI's measu-
res have contributed significantly
in engineering the turnaround in
the economy, supported by rising
financial inclusion and digitalisa-
tion. “We are on course to becom-
ing among the fastest growing
economies of the world, but there
is far to go. Private consumption
and investment are still work in
progress. The restoration of liveli-
hoods and revival of MSMEs is a
formidable task that lies ahead.”
According to Patra, employm-
ent has yet torecover fully though,
and labour participation remains
low. Bank credit has begun to gain

‘COMMITTEDTO
REVIVE GROWTH'

File
M RBI Deputy Governor
Michael D Patra said the
central bank is
committed to reviving
and sustaining growth
on a durable basis

pace, helped by easing of stressin
banks’ balance sheets. “Inflation
has eased from pandemic highs
to more tolerable levels in recent
months, although it remains ele-
vated amidst high commodity
prices, including of crude,” he said.

“The RBI's measures brought
down borrowing costs to their
lowest in 17 years and narrowed
spreads across rating categories
on corporate bonds, commercial
paper and debentures to pre-pan-
demic levels,” Patra said.

By engendering congenial fi-
nancing conditions, the RBI sup-
ported the recovery.
Governments of various levels
and corporates utilised this oppor-
tunity to raise a record volume of
resources from financial markets,
the RBI Deputy Governor said.

In the corporate sector,
deleveraging was facilitated and
high-cost debt could be replaced,
reducing vulnerabilities and
preparing the sector to participate
in the ongoing recovery.

Abundant liquidity and the
RBI's measures enabled a quick
and full transmission of policy rate
cuts to deposit and lending rates,
easing the cost of funds for bank
clientele, Patra said.

‘Telcos, stakeholders
agree on 5Gi, 5G merger’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JANUARY 28

TELECOM SERVICE providers and
other stakeholders across the
board on Friday agreed on an ac-
tion plan merge to 5Gi with the
global standard on 5G, the Tel-
ecommunications Development
Society of India (TSDSI) said.
“With the broad support from
many TSDSI member companies,
as well as global cellular vendors
and multiple operators, the key re-
quirementsand the next steps that
will culminate in the merger of 5Gi
into 5G, was endorsed as part of
the 3GPP 5G standards,” the soci-
ety said in a statement.
5Gi,aninitiative of the Depart-
ment of Telecommunications
(DoT) was planned as an indige-
nous technology thatwastobe de-
veloped jointly by the Indian

5Gi, an initiative of the
DoT was planned as an
indigenous technology. File

Institutes of Technology at Madras
and Hyderabad.

Private telecom service
providers had, however, opposed
the planand said it would be diffi-
culttoadoptaseparate India stan-
dard for the technology as it would
inflate their costs. The telcos had
in their objections also said that
adopting a separate 5G standard
just for India would also result in
increased costs of devices.

TATA POWER DELHI DISTRIBUTION LIMITED

A Tata Power and Delhi Government Joint Venture

TATAPOWER-DDL

Regd. Office : NDPL House, Hudson Lines, Kingsway Camp, Delhi 110 009

Tel : 66112222, Fax : 27468042, Email : TPDDL @tatapower-ddl.com
CIN No. : U40109DL2001PLC111526, Website : www.tatapower-ddl.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

TATA Power-DDL invites tenders as per following details:

Jan 29, 2022

Tender Enquiry No.
Work Description

Estimated |Availability
Cost/EMD
(Rs.)

Last Date & Time
of Bid Submission/
Date and time of
Opening of bids

of Bid
Document

TPDDL/INS/ENQ/200001374/21-22
Tailormade Group Mediclaim Insurance
Policy

NIL 29.01.2022 14.02.2022;1400 Hrs/

14.02.2022;1530 Hrs

Complete tender and corrigendum document is available on our
website www.tatapower-ddl.com—»Vendor Zone — Tender / Corrigendum Documents

Contracts - 011-66112222

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY
e-Tender Notice
Tender No : 65/2021-22/KWA/PHC/D1/TVM(RT1) & 47/2021-22/KWA/PHC/D2/
TVM(RT2). Jal Jeevan Mission (2021-2024)-Thiruvananthapuram District - Providing
Functional Household Tap Connections in Mudakkal and Venganoor Grama
panchayaths including pipe line works. EMD : Rs. 2,00,000/- Each. Tender fee :
Rs. 10,000/- Each. Last Date for submitting Tender : 18-02-2022 03:00:pm. Phone :
0471-2322303. Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in.

Superintending Engineer
KWA-JB-GL-6-965-2021-22 PH Circle, Thiruvananthapuram

MALABAR CEMENTS LIMITED
A Government of Kerala Undertakin:
An IS0 9001 :2015, 14001:2015 Company, Walayar Post, Pal
Email - materials@malabarcements.com / bulkmcl@malabarcements.com

Visit www.etenders.kerala.gov.in for Online Submission of Bids for:
oo Engagement of JOB/Backhoe Loader for Material handling operation in CGU, Pallipuram,
Cherthala ¢ Construction of Reta|n|ngwall and DR packing in approach road between Tower no.d

and Tower no.10 in ropeway at mines. *5* Miscellaneous Civil work at Plant. ¢+ Contract for stock
transfer of 1000 MT of bulk cement from Malabar Cements Ltd, Walayar, Palakkad to MCL Cements
Grlndmg Unit, Pallipuram, Cherthala, Alappuzha Dt Qe Repalr of Kiln feed building at Plant.
3+ Supply of Reactlve power compensat|on system. ¢5e Supply Erection and Commissioning of Solid
flow meter 30 TPH. «3¢ Design, Engineering, Manufactunng and Supply of Cement Mill 1#* Chamber
Boltless Shell Liner Plates with High Chrome Metallurgy. *s* Disposal of Scrap, Thro: ‘MSTC' —

1. Disposal of MS and Chrome Steel Scrap at Plant. 2. D|sposa| of Old Vehicle Honda City and Mahindra
Bolero. 3. Disposal of Obsolete and Non Operational Heavy equipments at Plant.

For Details, pls visit www.mstcindia.co.in Sd/-, MANAGING DIRECTOR

E-TENDER NOTICE
DAHOD SMART CITY DEVELOPMENT LIMITED
Dahod Smart City Development Limited (DSCDL) invites online E-Tenders for "Design, Engineering,
Procurement, Construction of New Library Building & Refurbishment of Existing Atal Library at

Dahod on Design Build and Operate basis including Operation and Maintenance of entire facility for
period Five Years". Tender ID: 503204

Estimated Cost (In Rs.) Rs.10.85 Cr/-

EMD (In Rs.) Rs. 10,85,445/-

Tender Fee (In Rs.) Rs. 18,000/-

Last Date for online Submission of Tender Document Date/Time 10/02/2022 up to 18.00 Hrs

Tender No. 02 of 2021-22

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: (1) The tender document for this work can be downloaded from website
www.nprocure.com. (2) Other Details of NIT shall be seen on website. (3) Copy of Technical Bid including
all drawings, data sheets and duly filled up formats excluding the Financial Bid along with original Tender
Fee and Bid Security to be submitted to the Chief Executive Officer (DSCDL), Jilla Sewa Sadan, Chhapri,
Dahod-389151, by RPAD/ speed post only on or before Date: 15-02-2022 up to 17.30 Hrs. Chief
Executive Officer, DSCDL reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any
reason thereof. This Tender notice shall form a part of contract document.

Chief Executive Officer

Email:dahodsmartcity20 @gmail.com

New Delhi

4
—-
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BHARAT ELECTRONICS
‘QUALITY. TECHNOLOGY. INNOVATION.
BHARAT ELECTRONICS LIMITED
(A Govt. of India Enterprise under the Ministry of Defence)
(CIN: L32309KA1954G01000787)

Bharat Electronics Limited, Bengaluru Complex, Jalahalli Post,
Bengaluru - 560 013, invites applications for Engagement of reputed and
experienced agencies for carrying out the work of “Engagement of
Contract Workers for Carrying Out Miscellaneous Works in BE-BG”.
The approximate cost of the each work Rs.1100 Lakhs per annum.

For pre-qualification criteria and further details visit website
https://eprocurebel.co.in. All Corrigendum / Amendments / Changes, if
any will be issued and made available on Website
https://eprocurebel.co.in. No Corrigendum / Amendments / Changes

Defence Electronics and heyons

will be issued in Newspapers. Hence, prospective agencies are advised
to keep visiting the Website https://eprocurebel.co.in. on regular basis.
Sd/-
DY. GEN. MANAGER (CONTRACTS & MM)
ENGINEERING SERVICES

"Har Ek Kaam Desh Ke Naam"

DATE: 29.01.2022
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VAIKUNTH MEHTA NATIONAL INSTITUTE

OF COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT
(A Grant-in-aid Institution under Ministry of Cooperation, Government of India)
Savitribai Phule Pune University Road, Pune — 411 007

020 - 25701000 / 25701311; Fax 020 - 25537726

email: cme@vamnicom.gov.in
Invites Application for the position of Academic
Associate & Manager - IT in Centre for Management
Education (on contract basis) through Institute
authorised agency.

Last date of application: 14.2.2022

Please visit: www.vamnicom.gov.in fordetails  Director
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Dpen Tender Maotice
E-Procurement Tender Motice He.:
JIP-EArE0 2 -2 HTMCHOWCRIPrayagraj Dated; 24.01,20%2
an behot al the President ol India. Principal Chial Enginecr, Horth Central
Railway, Euhmﬂrua:ﬂ Prayapeaj-211915, inviles ihe dollowing E-
Proe |The I mfesmation aleng with tender
doourmic I:Ir this E-Procuramaent Tondor are avafablo in wobsfe on
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'@ NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

NOTICE FOR VENDOR REGISTRATION FOR SUPPLY
OF DENTAL MATERIALS IN MILITARY DENTAL
CENTRE, AGRA FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2022-23
Vendors interested in supplying Expendable Dental Materials are
hereby informed that vendor registration application forms are
available in Military Dental Centre, Agra on all working days,
08:30 AM to 01:00 PM. Completed forms along with required
documents/certificates are to be placed in a sealed envelope
marked as ‘VENDOR REGISTRATION APPLICATION’ and
deposited back latest by 1200 hrs on 10th Feb. 2022. sd/-

Officer Commanding
Military Dental Centre, Agra

DEFARTMEMNT OF FISHERIES
| HEQUEST FOR PRUSSAL |
.HI:I\'BI'IJiBmEm Ho 335G Date; 29012022
Leading vendors S Suppliers fagencies S companies are calbad for
E._.|||.|_~;I: o Prapnsals [BFP) to respond for Selecton of ageney Tor
suppsy and installation of exquipment for the hub and fish ratad units
i 1l sRate al fndFea Pradesh
The detasled RFP document can he dosnloaded from e wehsite of
hitpssender.apeprocuremant.govin and 'ﬁw.lr.flsmrtas.ap,ﬂmr.ln
Frmm 290020002 and The last date for sulbmission ol bid iz
14032072, For more details contact; Office of the Commissioner of
Fizheries, iU, Yiavawada, ‘Wabsite: www fisharies.ap.govin,
enail: aplisheriestamlerdpmail.com
sdi- Commissianer of Fisharias (FRG)

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that a boy
namely Vinit, S/o: Lt. Sh. Vinod Kumar, R/o:
H. No. 121, Gali No. 4, Village Jagat Pur,
Delhi has been missing/kidnapped since
19.01.2022 from his above house. In this
% 4 regard DD No. 7 A Dated 20.01.2022 &
Vinit Case FIR. No. 128, Dated 21.1.01.2022 ha.s
been registered at P.S. Wazirabad, Delhi.
The description of missing/kidnapped boy is as under:
Name: Vinit, Age: 25 Years, Height: 6'1", Built: Strong,
Complexion: Shallow, Face: Round, Wearing: Black T-
Shirt, Black Colour Jacket & Blue Colour Jeans and Sports
ShoesinFeet.

If anyone have any information about this missing/kidnapped
boy please inform P.S. Wazirabad, Delhi.

Web: http://cbi.nic.in, Email: cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639 SHO

Police Station Wazirabad, Delhi
Ph: 011-23810076, 8750870131

DP/1910/N/2022
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L.No.-JHS-ELG-W-T-11-2021-22 Date:27.01.2022

Tender Notice

For and on behalf of President of India, the Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer
(Gen) North Central Railway, Jhansi invites open tenders through online
(E-Tendering) for the following work:-

mnoluded in Tendpr Dooument vide Ralbvay Boand Letor Mo 20015507707
A1 Daled: 2908 3027, “Whanavar lznder is Toaled with purchasa festiictian
e u:llll:ﬂxH|:||||||.|||I|:-'_,l||:|:|l||||:-|l.-l.II|:||i'||;|h. fedd P e R B s e ind
cartel =duation by approved sources ar the rates svailpble from
spprovedisouroes ane adpdged unreasonably high, despie fak cHors as
parmissible, the purchasar mesanss tho nghtin placs crder an rms cutsida the
Appicadd wpndcr bR wilhindany tadiclioss ™ 3 Bem alfer harinihakened
E-flichs ghal rol be amepisd sgenet above Terders Forlhi puipozs, vendes
are requred foged emsehu s egsiened wih IREFS websiie along witiclass
10 Dégital sigraaiving ceriThcnies issudd by SO0 nsar IT Art-2000. 4. Thiks lnndar
fafich has &lwa baan uplisidad an weeynenindignralwagi.gosin, &
Alpealion for Secuegy depouit and- Eameet money s "Depcisl Weec slome
QLS 6 In case of ony citioulty helpdess mvalabio on e wetsta of

B, Dals al
jic T e et i Suantity | Gperirs | [TenderNo. JHS-ELG-W-T-11-2021-22
Prodmily Sesich and  Cabls Tie Description of work Augmentation and modification of electric substation
Culols of dascripdan, maka and & [ atNautghat pump house Jhansi.
T quinsdity fa. per Tareker dotamecd, | Seclion IV Tender value 332,94,092/-
1| s Y 2402 03z 94,
15003 |¢Mcooptable Mako: Flasser,| of lend Earnest money %65,900/-only
Parasinath, Turek, Slemens, documsnl
i Cost of tender Document | 0/-
BCH, KES erLeckilonly ) - -
Completion period 06 months
Tendor ¥alun; 704,562
i Lt ot Closing date of tender 28.02.2022 (upto 15:00 Hrs.)
Eamast Money: % E,300 Tenderer will submit the tender online upto 28.02.2022 (upto 15:00 Hrs.).
Hailo.i- 1.The camplete indomalion aleng wih Tandar doaman? of Ao E- Complete details & for submission of tenders can be seen in Indian Railway
Procyreranl Tander is avsilsble on walaie: bfHpdirepegoavin, up 51500 website http://www.ireps.gov.in. 98/2022 V
e on the dus dale of lender opening, 2. Folowig cordison hes besn [f] North Central Railways  www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in  [¥] @CPRONCR
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General public is here by informed that this
female Namely: Reena, W/o: Deepu, R/o
Village Sahapur Garhi, Near Kabadi ki
Dukan, Delhi, Age: 22 Years, Height: 4',
Complexion: Fair, Face: Oval, Wearing:
Pink Colour Suit & Blue Colour Salwar, Blue
Colour Shawl and Red Colour Slippers, has
been missing from her house since
13.12.2021 at 08:30 PM.

In this regard a vide DD No. 53-A, dated 15.12.2021 has been
Lodged atP.S. Narela Industrial Area, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this female but no clue has come to light so
far.

Any person having any information or clue about this female
kindly inform to the following.

E-Mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Website: http://cbi.nic.in

Fax: 011-24368639

Ph: 011-24368638, 24368641

SHO

PS. Narela Industrial Area, Delhi
Ph. 011-27787592, 27787593
DP/1530/0N/2022

JAMMU & KASHMIR INDUSTRIES LIMITED
BLOCK C, OLD SECRETARIAT, SRINAGAR
INVITATION FOR BIDDING
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
No.: Date: 27.01.2022
The Managing Director, Jammu Kashmir Industries Limited on the
behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of the Jammu and Kashmir invites
sealed bids (to be submitted through e-procurement) from eligible
Bidders for the following works:

@, NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

Tender Notice No. : AGC-ELG-T-13-2021-22 Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (Gen.)

Date : 22.01.2022 " North Central Railway, Agra
Tender Notice VA9

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (General) North Central Railway, Agra on
behalf of President of India invites "Open Tender" through online only
(E-Tendering) for the following works.

Sr.
No.

Tender No. AGC-ELG-T-13-2021-22

Electrification work for Renovation and
augmentation of steam cleaning area and setting
up of CNC surface wheel lathe for BG with works at
Tank wagon depot, Baad Under MTJ-JHS 3rd line
project.

Completion period 06 months

Name of work with
its location &
Completion Period

-

2. | Approx. Cost of
" | the work

Rs. 7897820.11

Name of Work Date of Date of Date of
Availability | Closing Opening
Auction of Silk Waste
lying at Silk Filatures
; : . 129.01.2022  [19.02.2022 |21.02.2022
Sé"rg‘;afnr:]“aagir’”iz” (1400hrs) | (1600rs) | (1100hrs)
(JKI/SW/AUC/001/2022)

Detailed Bidding Document which includes instructions for submission
of bids and all other relevant information is available on the website
www.ktenders.gov.in. The interested eligible bidders may participate
in the bidding process as per instructions given in the bidding
documents.

Sd/-
Managing Director

DIPK-NB-6784 Jammu Kashmir Industries Limited

Note:- For full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways
website www.ireps.gov.in Tenders can only be submitted through web
portal www.ireps.gov.in upto 16:00 hrs. on 22.02.2022 91/22 (P)

www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in
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GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
WATER RESOURCES DIVISION, BAIKUNTHPUR
DISTT.-KORIYA (C.G.)

e-Procurement Tender Notice
eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
(1st-CALL)
SYSTEM TENDER NO. 91099/ NOTICE INVITING TENDER NO.
11/SAC/2021-22 Dated: 24.01.2022
Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to 14-02-2022
(17.30 hours IST).

System| Name of Work Probable

Tender amount of

No. Contract

91099 |EARTH WORK IN BUND, 20M SLUICE Esidi73'08
a S

APROCH CHANNEL, 3 KM C.C. CHANNEL
IN MAIN CANAL 0.6 KM C.C. CHANEEL IN
MINOR CANAL, 1 KM FIELD C.C. CHAN-
NEL, 3 NOS AQUADUCT, 4 NOS C.D. &
CONSTRUCTION OF NALLA DIVERSION
IN REMODELING WORK OF BADRA TANK
SCHEME (with Maintenance up to 10 Years
from the date of Completion)

67186 wrffa. faem rues, famma

The details can be viewed & downloaded online directely from the Govt. of
Chhattisgarh Integrated e-Procurement portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in)
from dated 31.01.2022 at 17.31 hours (IST) onwards.
Note: All eligible/interested contractors /bidders are mandated to get enrolled
on the integrated e-Procurement portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and
get approval on specific vendor class from PWD under centralized con-
tractor/supplier registration in order to download the tender documents and
participate in the subsequent bidding process.
sd/-
(S.K. Dubey)

Executive Engineer
Water Resources Divsion Bikunthpur Korea (C.G.)

For, Chief Engineer

Hasdeo Ganga Basin, W.R. Deptt.
Ambikapur, Surguja (C.G.)

67179

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E-Tender Notice Number No.- NCR-PRYJOCOMM  Date : 24.02.2022

(NFR)/1/2021/42786 TENDER NOTICE

Following open e-tenders on prescribed tender forms are invited by the
Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Divisional Railway Manager's
Office, North Central Railway, Prayagraj on behalf of President of India.

Tender No. 25/2022-27/2022

Contract of Commercial Publicity at
Prayagraj Chheoki, Balaipur (Nawab
Yusuf Road)/DSA Ground Railway Colony
- Prayagraj & Etawah Railway Stations
Circulating Area for Five years.

Details of work including
place

Prayagraj Chheoki (25,23,312.00),
Balaipur (Nawab Yusuf Road) DSA
Ground Railway Colony- Prayagraj
(43,37,640.77) & Etawah (4,73,567.04)

Approximate cost in Rs.

Bank of India BOI *

Head Office, Digital Banking Department, Star House 2, C-4, “G” Block, 6" Floor, Bandra-Kurla
Complex, Bandra (E), Mumbai 400 051, E-mail: HO.IntemnetBanking@bankofindia.co.in

Tender
Request for Proposal (RFP) Notice

BANK OF INDIA INVITES REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR “Engagement of
Vendor for End to End Solution for Printing and Supply of Internet Banking Code Kit and
Associated Ancillary Logistics/Administration” Last date for submission of RFP 21.02.2022

by 5:00 PM

Details available on Bank’s Corporate Website: www.bankofindia.co.in under “Tender”
Section.

BRIl 3ifIRIAl Bl BRICH],

ge fortur fAsmer, eI gsavsa, siear
E-mail - eercdgarhwa-jhr@nic.in
CIREICERE RS ikl

vag gRT gfud fear S @ fe ur femfor
faamT, gy yHvSd, Tedr Iidifa uedrg fHfasr LR.
Q.P./ Strengthening Work of Garhwa-Chiniya (
MDR-137) from km. 0.00 to 26.30 (Total Length
26.30 km.) for the year of 2021-22 under R.C.D.,
Road Division, Garhwa fSrG®T e-Tender
Reference No. RCD/GARHWA/842/2021-22
f&i® 25.11.2021 (PR 257838 (Road)21-22 #D)
BT JURE HRUT I T SITar 2 |

EIRRICE IR

yof-ofgo, Uer yHvsd, edr|
PR.NO.262702 Road(21-22):D

PRIUTTS AMAIAT BT BRI,
uer famfor fQumT, v yvved, ear

E-mail - eercdgarhwa-jhr@nic.in

3ifd 3rdead

T gRT e fhar Sirar g 6 ger
fomtor fawmT, ver ywved, Tear favfd uaiferd ffaer
L.R.Q.P./Strengthening Work of Ranka-Ramkanda Road
(Length- 20.875 km) for the year of 2021-22 under R.C.D.,
Road Division, Garhwa fST9®T e-Tender Reference No.
RCD/GARHWA/994/2021-22 f&Hi® 30.12.2021 (PR
261316 (Road)21-22 (D) &I URER HRUMGeT IR

e e & | HTIUTID AT
qofofdo, U2 yHvSd, Tedr|
PR 262701 Road(21-22)D

Jharkhand UrjaSancharan Nigam Limited
(CIN: U40108JH20135SGC001704)

Regd. Office: 2nd Floor, JUSNL (SLDC) Building Kusai Colony,
Doranda, Ranchi - 834002
Fax No.:0651-2400123 (E-mail:cetjusnl@gmail.com)

TENDER CANCELLATION NOTICE

Due to unavoidable circumstances, tender invited
vide NIT No. 212/PR/JUSNL/2021-22 for Design,
Engineering, Supply, Erection & Commissioning of 04 nos.
of DD+6, DD+9, DD+3 & DD+0 type new towers and
dismantling of 01 no. old route tower for route diversion of
132 kV HEC D/C to vacate the ATI land campus area on
turnkey basis is hereby cancelled.

wfed vd weg g § Swil a9d | 9 v Rrsaar
Bl STAPBY o 1800 345 6570 W o B |

PR No. 257544 Sd/-
PR 262735 Jharkhand Urja General Manager,
Sancharan Nigam Ltd(21-22).D C&M (NWBP)

Office of the Chief Engineer
Central Design Organisation (CDO)
Drinking Water & Sanitation Department

Near Nepal House, Doranda Ranchi-834002

Email: dwsdcdo@gmail.com, website: dwsd.jharkhand.gov.in
Notice Inviting Tender
RFP No.: 01/CDO/Ranchi/PMC/2021-22Date: 25.01.2022
National Competitive Bidding

Request for Proposal for Selection of
Consultant for providing Project
Management Consultancy services
“Execution of Rural Piped Water Supply
Project pertaining to 9 Blocksin ~ Godda 3
Blocks in Sahibganj and 2 Blocks of Dumka
District” in the State of Jharkhand on
Turnkey Basis

1. | Name of the Work for

Prayagraj Chheoki (3,540.00), Balaipur
(Nawab Yusuf Road)) DSA Ground
Railway Colony- Prayagraj (3,540.00) &
Etawah (1,180.00)

Cost of Tender Form in Rs.

Senior Divisional Commercial Manager,
Divisional Railways Managers Office,
N.C. Railway, Nawab Yusuf Road, Civil
Lines, Prayagraj

Office address from where
the tender information can
be obtained.

Prayagraj Chheoki (50,500.00), (Nawab
Yusuf Road)/ DSA Ground Railway
Colony- Prayagraj (86,800.00) & Etawah
(9,500.00)

Earnest Money to be
deposited in Rs.

Period of Contract Five years

Pre Bid meeting date At 16 hrs. On 18-02-2022

I. Date & time for dropping
the tender form

Il. Date & time for the
opening of tender

I. From date of publishing of tender notice
in newspaper to 28.02.2022 Upto 13 hrs.
Il.At 15 hrs. On 28.02.2022

2. | Mode of submission of bids Online Tender

Cost of Tender Document: Rs. 10,000/~
(Rs. Ten Thousand only)
(Nonrefundable) Earnest Money
Deposit (EMD): Rs.10,00,000/-

(Rs. Ten Lakh only)

Tender Fee &
3. | Earnest Money Deposit
(EMD) (In INR)

4 Date of publication of

" | Tender online 31.01.2022 at

17:00 Hrs.

5. | Date of Pre-Bid meeting 07.02.2022 at
15:00 Hrs.

6 Last Date/Time for

submission of online bids 21.02.2022 upto 17:00 Hrs.

Last Date of submission of
7. | EMD and Tender fees (Hard
Copy)

22.02.2022 upto 16:00 Hrs.

23.02.2022 at

15:30 Hrs.

Office of the Chief Engineer,
Central Design Organisation (CDO),
DW&SD, Jharkhand, Ranchi

8. | Date of Bid Opening

9. | Tender fee and EMD
submission address

Tender shall be available on

www.ireps.gov.in upto 13:00 hrs. on
28.02.2022 i.e. date of opening of the
tender. The tender notice can also be
viewed on Railway's web site

Website & Notice board
where the full detail of
tender can be seen

www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in
£ North central railways  www.ncr.indianrailways.govin B @CPRONCR 104/22 (SP)

9504577191

0{ Helpline no.

Note: Only e-tenders will be accepted.
Further details are available on Jharkhand Government e-procurement website
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in Sd/-

PR 262644 Drinking Water (Sunil Kumar)

o Executive Engineer (Quality Control)
and Sanitation(21-22)D  cpp, pW&SD, Ranchi Government of Jharkhand

Notification No. KR'HO/JK/P-

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LTD.

(A Government of India Undertaking)

Head Office, Udhampur Srinagar Baramulla Rail Link “USBRL” Project, Satyam Complex, Marble Market,
Extn-Trikuta Nagar, Jammu, Jammu & Kashmir-180 011 India Tel: +91-191-2480778

R/01/2022 dated 21/01/2022

KRCL invites applications for the following posts on Contract basis to work at Udhampur — Srinagar - Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) Project, Jammu & Kashmir. (UT.)

Sr. Name of The Fixed Remuneration | No. of Essential Qualification Date of Place and Time of
No. Post (In Rupees) Post & Experience Interview Walk-in Interview
01 Law Consultant 47600/- 02 | Bachelor's degree in Law (LLB - full time degree from recognized | 14/02/2022 | "USBRL Project Head
(Technical) Per Month Institution / University). Office, Konkan
Experience: Candidates must have minimum 03 years' experience in Railway Corporation
handling with Arbitration matters relating to mega projects worth Limited.”, Satyam
Rs.1000 Cr and above of any Central / State Govt / PSU's / Reputed Complex, Marble
Private Companies involving high stake claims. Market, Ext-Trikuta
; . Nagar, Jammu,
02 Officer on Special 47600/- 01 03 - Years regular Bachelor's degree from recognized institution inany | 15/02/2022 | jammu & Kashmir
Duty(Protocol)/J&K Per Month discipline orits equivalence. UT.180011
[OSD(Protocol)/J&K] Experience: At least 03 years' experience in the field of Protocol duty . .
dealing with top management officials in Central/ State Govt/PSU's and Reporting Time:@
Reputed Private Companies. 09:00frs. 10 13.00rs

—Current Notification and may report directly for walk-in-interview at the above address.

Candidates should see the details of notification, eligibility criteria, date and time of Walk —in- Interview on the KRCL website www.konkanrailway.com at the link — Recruitment

Chief Engineer/Works & Planning

New Delhi
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CANCELLATION/RESCHEDULING OF TRAINS
DUE TO TRAFFIC-CUM-POWER BLOCK

In order to upgrade the existing infrastructure and enhanced the safety
standards, Railways will undertake the maintenance work of Level Crossing
gates BK-6 between Uslapur-Ghutku stations on UP & DN line of Bilaspur
Division in South East Central Railway. To execute this work, traffic -cum-power
block will be taken for the duration of 06:00 hrs. on 30.01.2022 (Sunday). During
this period the following trains will temporarily be affected as under:-

CANCELLATION OF TRAINS

Date of Cancellation
(from originating station)

29.01.2022
15232 Gondia Jn. - Varanasi Jn. - Barauni Jn. Express 30.01.2022

RESCHEDULING OF TRAIN

Train No. 18477 Puri-Yog Nagari Rishikesh Utkal Express will be rescheduled at 22.45 hrs
instead 0f 20.45 hrs on 29.01.2022.
For any kind of information such as detailed Time-Table and stations
enroute etc., passengers are requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or
may visit Indian Railways website: www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

Train No. & Train Name

15231 Barauni Jn. - Varanasi Jn.- Gondia Jn. Express

All norms of the State and Central Government regarding COVID-19 may please be followed in the trains

and at the Railway stations. All other precautions associated with COVID-19 should also be ensured.

RailMadad . o
LETIDENNOAE www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in Fol!ow us on:- NORTHERN RAILWAY
N Aza_ldl Ka H Et b | Z*:a ¥y Your Convenience - Our Concern
1 39 Download Railmadad App  AmritMahotsav | Lo S
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CANGELLATION OF TRAINS

In order to further strengthen the infrastructure, Railways will
undertake the Non-Interlocking work at Singrauli, Karaila Road, Churki
and Mahdeiya stations over Dhanbad Division from 29.01.2022 to
15.02.2022 in connection with Doubling, Yard Remodelling and
Commissioning of Electronic Interlocking . Consequently the following
trains will temporarily be affected as under:-

CANCELLATION OF TRAINS

Visit RailMadad website: Y~

Omm

Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

Train No. & Name

Date of cancellation

(from the Originating Station)

22167 Singrauli - Hazrat Nizamuddin Superfast Exp.

30.01.2022 to 13.02.2022

22168 Hazrat Nizamuddin - Singrauli Superfast Exp.

31.01.2022 to 14.02.2022

For any kind of information such as detailed Time-Table of stations enroute
etc., passengers are requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or visit
Indian Railways website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

All norms of the State and C

Government regardin,
and at the Railway stations. All other precautions associated w

RailMadad
Helpline No.

139

, may please be followed in th
0VID-19 should also be ensured.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Your Convenience - Our Concern

Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

Visit RailMadad Website :-

Please join
us on

606

www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in

Download RailMadad app.
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Office of the Commandant, 49th Bn Indo Tibetan Border
Police Force MHA/ Govt. of India Po- Basar, Distt- Lepa
Rada (Arunachal Pradesh) PIN 791101.

Notice
Regtl No. 120190135 CT(GD) Puran Mal S/O Sh. Hazari Lal of 49th Bn,
ITBP, vill-Budhwal, Post- Budhwal, Teh- Narnaul, Police Station- Narnaul
Chaudhary, District-Mohindergarh, State- Haryana- 12023 of this unit is
hereby informed that you proceeded on 04 weeks Medical leave from Base
Hospital, Delhi, w.e.f. 15.06.2021 to 12.07.2021, but not reported back till
date. You are absenting yourself without prior permission of competent
authority. You were directed to report for duty vide this office letter No-2158
dated 24.07.21 & No. 2606 dated 11.09.2021 but you did not report so far.
You were declared “Deserter”’ from this Force w.e.f. 12.07.21(AN) vide this

office order No. 3360 dated- 12.12.2021.
04. No. 120190135 CT(GD) Puran Mal S/O Sh. Hazari Lal is hereby
informed that you are absenting from leave without prior permission of
Competent Authority from 12.07.2021 (AN) which is a punishable offence
under section 21 (b) of ITBPF Act 1992. Therefore, you are directed again
through this Notice to report on duty within 30 days from the date of
issuance of this Notice, failing which it will be presumed that you are not
interested to serve in this organization and your retention in service will not
be in the interest of the Force and your service will be “Terminated” as per
the provisions contained in ITBPF Act. - 1992 & Rule 1994.
Sd/-
(Buta Suman)
Commandant
49th Bn ITB Police

davp 19112/11/0186/2122

State Bank of India

Stressed Assets Recovery Branch

O SBI

2nd Floor, Patna Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna - 800001
Ph. No. (Office) : 0612-2219043, 2219385, Fax : 0612-2219385, E-mail : sbi.05176@sbi.co.in

Publication of Notice regarding Possession of Property u/s13 (4) of SARFAESI Act 2002

Notice is hereby given under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule
3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, a demand notice was issued on the dates mentioned
against each account and stated hereinafter calling upon them to repay the amount within 60 days from the date
of receipt of said notice.

The Borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower and the public in general
that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of power
conferred on him/her under section 13 (4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said act on the dates mentioned
against each account.

The Borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any
dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the State Bank of India for an amount and interest
thereon.

The Borrowers attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act. in respect of
time available to redeem the secured assets.

Name of Account/ | Name of Owner Description of the property Date of Demand Amount
Borrower & address | of property mortgaged/ charged Date of Possession | Outstanding
1. Mr. Arun Mrs. All that part and parcel of the property consisting| 18.02.2020 3
Kumar S/o Snehlata |of land, building & structures as per details 25.01.2022 16,60,173.00
Late Bhola Giri W/o hereunder 1. Equitable mortgage of all that part S (Rs. Sixteen
& Mr. Arun  |and parcel of the property in the name of Kumari lacs Sixty
Mrs. Snehlata Kumar  |Sneh Lata W/o Sri Arun Kumar vide Deed No. OTh(})_l;sagd d
Wio Mr. Arun 4316 dated 20/03/2013 situated at Mauza- e
CRTET Mirzapur, Thana No-139, Thana- Sasaram, Old OnIy));s o
Ward No.6(A), New Ward No.34, Municipal 13.02.2020
Khata No. 576, Survey Khata No.40, Municipal plus accrued
Plot No. 1651, Survey Plot No. 249, Sasaram, interest,
Rohtas, Area: 03 Decimal. Boundary:- North: Charges, other
Rasta 4 feet, South: Nasrulla Khan, East: Manju miscellaneous
Devi, West: Usha Devi. expenses etc.
2. Sri Prayag | Smt. Lalita |All that part and parcel of the property consisting| 25.08.2021 54
Sharma S/o Devi of land, building & structures as per details| 5z 02000 :?1385’001{66
Sri Munshi Wi/o hereunder : Equitable mortgage of all that part S ( Ecse¥ﬁ? nee”
Sharma & Sri Prayag |and parcel of the property measuring 2 decimal. in Five thousaynd
Smt. Lalita Sharma |the name of Smt. Lalita Devi W/o Sri Prayag one & paise
Devi W/o Sharma, under Mauza- Muradabad Kala, Thana- sixty six) as on
Sri Prayag Sasaram. Thana No.152, Halka No.05, Khata No ?3-08-2021(1
Sharma 37, Plot No.822, Distt- Sasaram of Deed No puiﬁtzﬁggtje
14659 dated 03/11/2012. Boundary:- North: Charges other
Kachha Rasta, South: Sarju Sah, East: Hari miscellaneous
Govind Sharma, West: Shiv Nath Rai. expenses etc.
Date :25.01.2022 (Authorized Officer)

Place : Sasaram State Bank of India, SARB, Patna

/5
Azadi,
Amrit Mahotsav

www.bankofbaroda.in
NT OF INTERNAL

NOTICE W UITM
OMBUDSMAN IN BANK OF BARODA

Bank of Baroda invites online applications for appointment of
‘Internal  Ombudsman’ on contract basis from retired
(superannuated) or serving officers, not below the rank of
Deputy General Manager, or equivalent of another Bank/
Financial Sector Regulatory Body.

Eligibility criteria (age, qualification & experience), requisite
fees and other details are available on Bank’s website.
Interested candidates are advised to visit the Bank’s website
www.bankofbaroda.in -> Career Page -> Current
Opportunities -> Recruitment of Internal Ombudsman on
Contract Basis, for further details.

Candidates are advised to go through the detailed
advertisement for ensuring their eligibility and other details
before applying and remitting fees.

Any addendum/ corrigendum/ modification shall be notified
only on the Bank’s website

Date for filling Online Application & Payment of Fee:
29.01.2022 to 18.02.2022 (23:59 hours).

da 3ifm asler

Bank of Baroda
d = [

s

Place: Mumbai
Date: 29.01.2022

122/21-22

CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (HRM)

(A Govt. of India Society, Ministry of Power)
Post Box No0.8066, Prof. Sir. C.V.Raman Road
Sadashivanagar Post Office, Bangalore - 560 080.

ADVERTISEMENT No. CPRI/02/2022 RECRUITMENT

CPRI invites application for the following post :

MPL

MAITHON POWER LIMITED
(A Joint Venture of Tata Power & DVC)
Corporate Center, 34 Sant Tukaram Road, Carnac Bunder, Mumbai 400 009, Maharashtra, India. Tel.: +91 22 — 67171232
Corporate Identity Number (CIN): U74899MH2000PLC267297, Website : www.tatapower.com/mpl

Extract of Financial Results
for the Quarter Ended 31st December 2021

(X crore)
Particulars Quarter Quarter Year
ended on ended on ended on
31.12.2021 31.12.2020 31.03.2021
Unaudited | Unaudited Audited
1 | Total income from operations 671.35 659.63 2,503.38
2 | Net Profit for the period before tax 36.62 79.711 316.48
3 | Net Profit for the period after tax 31.85 63.56 311.02
4 | Total comprehensive income for the period 31.85 63.56 311.96
5 | Paid-up equity share capital 1,508.92 1,508.92 1,508.92
(Face value of % 10 each)
6 | Reserve (Excluding Revaluation Reserve) 770.78 446.43 562.42
7 | Net worth 2,279.70 1,955.35 2,071.34
8 | Outstanding debt 1,674.60 2,229.98 1,778.41
9 | Debt equity ratio * 0.73 1.14 0.86
10 | Earnings per share (EPS)(of % 10 each)
Basic (%) * 0.21 0.42 2.06
Diluted (%) * 0.21 0.42 2.06
11 | Debenture redemption reserve 129.05 129.05 129.05
12 | Debt service coverage ratio * 0.33 0.41 0.48
13 | Interest service coverage ratio * 2.04 3.05 2.99

*Quartely ratio is not annualised
Notes :

The financial results and extracts have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and
approved by the Board of Directors at their meeting held on 28" January 2022.
2 Theabove is an extract of the detailed format of Financial Results filed with
the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 52 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Financial Results is
available on the website of stock exchange www.nseindia.com and Company's
website www.tatapower.com/mpl.

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors
Place : Mumbai
Dated : 28" January 2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

” Registered office: Landmark, Race Course Circle, Vadodara 390 007.
ICICI Banl | Corporate office: ICICI Bank Towers, Bandra-Kurla Complex, Mumbai 400 051.
IcICI Bank Limited

GOLD AUCTION CUM INVITATION NOTICE

The below mentioned borrowers have been issued notice to pay off their outstanding amount towards the facility against gold
ornaments.("Facility") availed by them from ICICI Bank Limited ("ICICI Bank"). We are constrained to conduct an auction of pledged gold
ornaments on Feb 08, 2022 as they have failed to repay the dues. ICICI Bank has the authority to remove account /change the auction date

Vijay Namjoshi
Chairman

The Candidates interested to apply for the above post are advised
to visit CPRI website https://cpri.res.in at Career page for further
details regarding eligibility criteria, educational qualification and for
submission of online application etc. The online application format
will be hosted in the CPRI web-site from 10.00 AM on 31.01.2022
B Chief Administrative Officer

ON-LINE APPLICATIONS COMPLETED IN ALL RESPECT ONLY
WILL BE CONSIDERED

748005000114 | Dinesh Kumar

Branch Name: Aurangabad-
.G.Roa

Branch Name: Jehanabad

257305001059 |

Sushil Kumar

No. of | Level & Pay in 7th without any prior notice. Auction will be held online -https://jewel-auction.procuretiger.com between 12:30 pm to 3:30 pm. For detailed
Name of the Post Posts CPC Pay Matrix Terms and conditions, please log into given website. In case of deceased borrower, all conditions will be applicable to legal heirs.
Loan A/C No. I Customer Name Loan A/C No. Customer Name Loan A/C No. Customer Name
] 3 - Branch Name: Araria 071005002350 |Anand Kumar Tiwari 752105000011 Deepak Kumar
Englneerlng Ofilcer Grade 1 14 Level - 7 254605001510 I Komal Bharti 071005003831 Mohammad Arrif 752105000322 |Md Saquelain Ansari
. . . X - Rs. 44,900/- Branch Name: Arrah 071005002512 | Prashant Kumar 752105000330 |Md Saquelain Ansari
(UR 5‘ EWS 2’ 0BC 4’ SC 1’ ST: 2) ! 062205002193 | Sunil Kumar Singh Tiwari Branch Name: ia
R R 062205003572 Shashi Shekh 071005003710 Vishnu Ji Pandey 259405001576 Nisha Devi
UR - Unreserved, EWS - Economically Weaker Section, OBC - S andey 071005003707 Vivek Kuvar Branch ,‘llame: Patna
Other Backward Class, SC - Scheduled Castes, ST - Scheduled 062205004220 Dee&g:g‘j‘umaf 1339()5;3:‘2”*"“2 ”‘;’“F:]“; — 625905051532 | Md Afatab Alam
- : . s antosh Sahni - DI ;
Tribes. Note : The number of vacancies are tentative & provisional Branch Name: Arwal (Nagar 733502005547 | Doepar Kumar 2;:2220123:7 Fl'atna A:illgsl'::,gslhar
and may vary depending upon requirement. Parlshad) 133905003378 Ravi Kumar 248505000999 | __Anil Singh

Branch Name:
N.

Patna - Hanuman
agar

132505001390 I Manita Devi

257305001064 |

Bipul Kumar

Branch Name: Barh

230405000977

Suresh Prasad
Singh

Branch Name:

Meerakunj

Jhanjharpur-

213405000637 |

Pankaj Kumar

230405000983

| Shashi Kumari

Branch Name: Begusarai

213405001485

Sanjeet Kumar
Mandal

043005005007

[ Mamta Kumari

Branch Name:

Kar 1, Bihar

735405000206 |

Nikesh Kumar

Branch Name:

Patna - Kumharar

329705000798 I Anil Kumar Gupta
Branch Name: Patna - Meethapur
334305001122 I Priya Kumari
334305001264 |Rajesh Kumar Gupta

Branch Name: Bettiah

370705000807 |

Sonu Pandey

071105000698

Ranjit Kumar

Branch Name: Katihar

071105001067

Reena Choudhary

132605002308 |

Ranjan Kumar

W P faee deg, ot

National Centre For Cell Science, Pune

An Autonomous Institute of Department of Biotechnology,
Ministry of Science & Technology, Govt. of India
NCCS Complex, S. P. Pune University Campus, Ganeshkhind, Pune - 411 007.
Website: www.nccs.res.in Email: admindept@ncces.res.in Ph:020 25708000
Advertisement No. 05/2021
DBT-National Centre for Cell Science, Pune is a premier
Autonomous Institution established by the Department of
Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology, Government of
India, for Research, Development & Training.
The Institute invites applications from Indian nationals for the
post of Officer ‘C’(Administration) (UR-1) possessing excellent
academic records and relevant work experience.
For detailed advertisement, prescribed application format,
relevant terms and conditions & last date for receipt of
application please see our website https://www.nccs.res.in/
index.php/careers/staff (Under staff in career tab). The soft
copy of application along with all the necessary certificates
including payment receipt mentioning clearly name of the
candidate, post applied for and category should be sent to
nccscareers@nccs.res.in before as mentioned in detailed
advertisement.

DIRECTOR

071105001214

Arun Rao

Branch Name: Khagaria

071105002350

Hiralal Prasad

163305002288 |

Ameresh Kumar

071105002387

Kiran Devi

Branch Name: Kishanganj

071105002688

Deepak Kumar

181005000776

Gulechehara
Gulechehara

071105003747

Ram Prakash Yadav

Branch Name: Madhepura

Branch Name: Bhabua

258405000399

Surya Prakash

255805001440

| Nilu Singh

258405001293

Gopal Krishna

Branch Name: Bhagalpur-Patalroad

258405001302

Sumit Anand

Branch Name: Patna - Patna City
238305000914 | Seema Devi
Branch Name: Patna - Phulwari Sarif
401205000790 Mohammad Faiz
Ahmad
Branch Name: Patna-Anisabad
133305001519 | Ajay Kumar
133305002343 I Md Atif Hussain
Branch Name: Patna-Boringroad
040405009177 | Tej Prakash Mishra
040405009180 Ravi Ranjan
040405009190 | Lalit Kumar Mishra

Form No. 15
Before The Debts Recovery Tribunal
WingA, B & F (2nd Floor), Karpuri Thakur Sadan, Kendriya Karmchari Parishar
(GPOA), Near Rajiv Nagar Thana, Ashiana Digha Road, Patna 800 025.
O.A. No.- 141 OF 2019
Indian Bank, SAM Branch, Patna
Vrs.
M/s Shri Balali Iron & Others.
SUMMONS
ISSUED UNDER RULE 23 (VIIl) OF THE DEBTS RECOVERY
TRIBUNAL (PROCEDURE) RULES, 1993.

..... APPLICANT
..... DEFENDANTS

To,

4(a) Masomat Sushila Devi W/o Late Parikchha Sah, R/o Yakopur, P.S
Janipur, Sorampur, Dist-Patna 801505

4(b) Sabita Kumari Sah D/o Late Parikchha Sah, R/o Yakopur, P.S-
Janipur, Sorampur, Dist-Patna.

Whereas, the Applicant has instituted an Application U/S 19 of the

Recovery of Debts and Bankruptcy Act, 1993 against the Defendants for
the Recovery of a Sum of Rs. 2,38,09,503.00 (Two Crore thirty eight
lacs nine thousand five hundred three only).
The above mentioned Defendants are, therefore, hereby directed to
appear before this Tribunal in Person or through an Advocate or duly
authorised Agent in support of their defence to Show Cause within
30 days from the date of Publication or on 01/03/2022, 10.30 A.M.
(Forenoon) as to why Reliefs prayed for by the Applicant should not be
granted.

Take notice that in case of default of your appearance on the day
mentioned herein before, the Proceeding will be heard and determined
in your absence.

Given under my hand and seal of this tribunal on this 13 day of January,
2022. Registrar
Debts Recovery Tribunal, Patna

043105003602 Abhishek Kumar Branch Name: Madhubani

040405009199

Rangbahadur Singh

Sharma 132805002793 | Vimla Devi

Branch Name: Patna-Bsfcfraserroad

Branch Name: Bihta, Bihar

132805002802 |Kishor Kumar Yadav

057905003936 |

Vivek Ranjan

370805000688 I Atla Kumar Branch Name: Mokameh

Branch Name:

Patna-Rajabazar

Branch Name: Danapur 415905000610 | Kajal Devi

061605002272 IGaya Prasad Yadav

Branch Name: Motihari

Branch Name: Purnia - Gulab Bagh

243605000508 | Mohammad

Ittefaque 133405002005 | Surendra Prasad

197505000136 |

Mukesh Kumar

243605000880 I Parwati Devi 133405002769 Bipul Kumar

Branch Name: Rosera

Branch Name: Darbhanga 133405003106 | Arfjun Kumar Singh

256905001584 |

Anita Devi

092405001907 I Sunil Kumar Jha 133405004019 Amit Kumar

Branch Name: Saharsa

Branch Name: Darbhanga -

[lame: Darb Branch Name: Muzaffarpur

181105001335

Lalita Devi

543705000375 I Narondra Kamar 030605009086 |Rajesh Kumar Singh

181105001390

Madan Kumar Singh

Branch Name: Dehri 030605010290 Kunal Kumar

181105001405

Suraj Kumar

030605010320 Lal Mohammad

243905001282 | Manoj Kumar Singh

181105001406

Prafull Mani

243905001287 Jitendra Kumar 030605010323 |Sanjay Kumar Singh

181105001938

Rajeev Kumar Singh

030605010358 Nitesh Kumar
Branch Name: Muzaffarpur - Zero
Mile
334505001860 |

334505001751

Singh
243905001571 Anup Kumar Singh
Branch Name: Gaya - d Road

180905001881 I Babita Kumari
180905001831 I Babita Kumari
Branch Name: Gaya-Tekari Road
248605000544 I Sharda Devi
248605001055 I Md Rijwan Khan
Branch Name: Ginjas
402505000166 Chandan Kumar
Singh
Branch Name: Gopalganj
071005001355 | Viyogi Kumar Singh
071005001726 | Vikash Kumar Ray

Manish Kumar
Md Shabbir Akhtar

Branch Name: Muzaffarpur-
Civilcourt

133005002905
133005002910 Raushan Kumar
133005002915 Munna Kumar Jha
Branch Name: Muzaffarpur-Sutapatt
250705000846 |Sornnath Kumar Raj
250705000849 I Md Shakil Hussain
Branch Name: Nar j (Nagar

Sarita Devi

Branch Name: Sasaram

133505002090

Vinda Devi

133505002209

Chameli Devi

133505003104

Prithvi Narayan
Singh

Branch Name: Sheikhpura

401805000369 |

Vikash Kumar

401805000368 |

Vinod Kumar

Branch Name: Sheohar

256305000634

Nagendra Raut

256305000641

Sonu Kumar

256305000642

Rahul Kumar

256305000645

Dharmendar Kumar

Branch Name: Siwan

071005003709 |Dinesh Kumar Singh Parishad)

133805002699 |

Simran Pravin

Date : 29.01.2022

Place : Bhagalpur, Bhojpur), Darbhanga(Pat), Gaya, Gopalganj, Jehanabad,

Kaimur, Katihar, Khagaria Kishanganj, Madhepura, Madhubani, Muzaffarpur,

Paschimi Champaran, Patna, Purbi Champaran, Purnia, Rohtas, Saharsa, Samastipur,
\Sheikhpura, Sheohar, Siwan, Vaishali, Araria, Arwal, Aurangabad, Begusarai

S/d
Authorised Officer
For ICICI Bank Limited /

EIH Associated Hotels Limited

A MEMBER OF THE OBEROI GROUP

CIN : L92490TN1983PLC009903
Registered Office: 1/24, G.S.T. Road, Meenambakkam, Chennai - 600 027

Ph.: +91-44-2234 4747
Website: www.eihassociatedhotel

Fax: +91-44-2234 6699

s.in

EXTRACT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE
QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED 31ST DECEMBER, 2021

(Rs. in Lakhs)

3 months
ended
31.12.2021
UNAUDITED

9 months
ended
31.12.2021
UNAUDITED

3 months
ended
31.12.2020
UNAUDITED

Total Income from operations 7,732.91

13,634.07

3,710.85

Net Profit / (Loss) before tax

(before Exceptional Items) 2,299.63

890.86

38.82

Net Profit / (Loss) before tax

(after Exceptional Items) 2,299.63

890.86

38.82

Net Profit / (Loss) after tax

(after Exceptional Items) 1,599.57

615.47

13.66

Total Comprehensive Income / (Loss)

for the period 1,624.55

692.13

14.44

PRESIDENT’S SECRETARIAT
RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN

No. A-35011/02/22-Adm New Delhi- 110004
SHORT NOTICE
Subiject: Filling up the post of “Comptroller,
President’s Household” in President’s
Secretariat on deputation basis.
Applications are invited for filling up one post of
“Comptroller, President’s Household” in the
President’s Secretariat in Level-12 (Rs. 78800-
209200) of the Pay matrix from amongst the officers
of equivalent grades in Public Sector Undertakings
as Manager in Hotel Establishment with 5 years
experience in Catering.
2. The details regarding the vacancies, qualification
and experience required are available at the
President’s Secretariat website
http://rashtrapatisachivalaya.gov.in under the
caption ‘Circular for vacancies’. The application
should reach President’s Secretariat within 6 (six)
weeks of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(S.M. Sami)

davp 56101/11/0003/2122  Under Secretary (Adm)

Paid-up Equity Share Capital

(Face Value - Rs. 10 each) 3,046.81

3,046.81

3,046.81

Other Equity in the audited Balance
Sheet as at 31st March, 2021

28,827.66

Earnings per Equity Share on net profit
after tax (fully paid up equity share
of Rs. 10):

(a) Basic 5.25

2.02

0.04

(b) Diluted 5.25

2.02

0.04

Notes :

1 The above is an extract of the detailed format of the Statements of Financial
Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing
Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format
of the Statements of Financial Results are available on the Company's website
(www.eihassociatedhotels.in) and on the websites of the National Stock Exchanges
of India Limited (www.nseindia.com), BSE Limited (www.bseindia.com).

The above financial results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and
approved by the Board of Directors at the meetings held on January 28, 2022.
The statutory auditors have carried out a limited review of these financial results.

VIKRAMJIT SINGH OBEROI

New Delhi
28th January, 2022

MANAGING DIRECTOR

DIN : 00052014

New Delhi
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Indian Institute of Science Education and Research Berhampur
Established by the Ministry of Education, Government of India

e-Tender Notice

BI=er

IISER Berhampur invites e-Tenders for the below-mentioned goods/services:

Last Date of

NIT No. & Date Submission

Detail of Goods

. glixdls <IXDIX

STl U4 &eudl JHsd, Yol |

IISERBpr/S&P/GTE/2021-22/31|Casy Cell Counter TT with|February 17, 2022

dated 28-01-2022 Consumables and accessories (15:00 Hrs)
IISERBpr/S&P/GTE/2021-22/32 February 17, 2022
dated 28-01-2022 Odyssey DLX System (15:00 Hrs)

For participation, please visit the website i.e.
https://www.tenderwizard.com/ISERBP. Complete details of specification of
goods and services, and tender documents are available on the Institute website i.e.
http://www.iiserbpr.ac.in/tender.php and https://eprocure.gov.in. Any
corrigendum etc will be notified on the above websites only. —_—

YUST SIS
\_ Stores and Purchase Officer /

SEA CH FOR MISSING

General public is hereby informed
that a lady namely Radha along
with three chidren (1) Roshan 4
Yrs (2) Gaurav 2 Yrs (3) Gulabo 1
Yrs 6 Months, W/o: Ashok, R/o: H.No. E-57/B-256,
Jhuggi Sunder Nagri, Delhi has been missing since
08.01.2022 from her house. In this regard DD No. 54 A
dated 09.01.2022 has been lodged at Police Station Nand
Nagri, Delhi. The description of missing lady is as under:
Name: Radha, Age: 28 Years, Height: 4’8”, Complexion:
Fair, Face: Round, Built: Normal, Wearing: Red Colour
Saree and Chappal in Feet.

If anyone has any information about this missing lady please
inform P.S. Nand Nagri, Delhi.

Web: http://cbi.nic.in, Email: cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639 SHO

Police Station, Nand Nagri, Delhi
Ph: 011-22137761, 8750870733

DP/1320/NE/2022

s‘o UFIRA< _31fc_3TedPIol (el AT gar (zgel EFI?[)

T. Reference No. :- DWSD/KH-08(CLUS/SVS)/2021-22, Date 28.01.2022

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E- TENDER NOTICE
TENDERNOTICE No. AGC-ELG-T-17-2021-22 Date: 24.01.2022
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (General) N. C. Railway, Agra on behalf of
President of India invites “Open Tender” through on line only (E-Tendering)
for the following works.
Sr.
No.

1. [Name of work with its
location & Completion
Period

Tender No. AGC-ELG-T-17-2021-22

Electrification work for under floor lathe at
coaching depot Agra Cantt.
Completion period 06 months.

2. | Approx. Cost of the work | Rs. 1444010.89

For Full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railway
Website www.ireps.gov.in. Tenders can only be submitted through web
portal www.ireps.gov.in upto 16:00 hrs. on 16.02.2022.

S1.No. Name of Work
Construction of Solar based Mini Pipe Water Supply Scheme (SVS) in different
" Block comprising of suitable R.C.C./Framed Structure ESR distribution line
sources (as required) and FHTC all complete job in the different blocks of
District- Khunti under D.W. & S. Division, Khunti.
Cluster Estimated Cost | Bid Security Cost of . .
Name Block (Lakh) (Lakh) 80Q (Rs) Time of Completion
1 1(A) Torpa 811.83 8.12 10,000.00 | °Menths+1 F’:"uf)‘th (Trial &
2 1(8) | Torpa 789.71 7.90 10,000.00 | 7 Menths+1 m’;th (Trial &
3 3(a) Arki 969.18 9.70 10,000.00 | 2 Menths+1 F’;’l';')“h (Trial &
4 3(8) Arki 927.79 9.28 10,000.00 | °Menths+1 F’:’L‘:}')“h (Trial &
5 a(a) Arki 873.66 8.74 10,000.00 | 2 Menths+1 F’:"u‘r’]')‘th (Trial &
6 4(8) Arki 914.42 9.15 10,000.00 | 7 Menths+1 F’:"u‘;')“h (Trial &
7 5(B) Karra 642.69 6.43 10,000.00 | °Menths +1 xj‘;’;th (Trial &
8 6 (A) Karra 646.73 6.47 10,000.00 | °Menths+1 RMU‘:]')‘th (Trial &
9 6(B) Karra 708.34 7.09 10,000.00 | °Menths+1 F’:"u‘;')“h (Trial &
10 7(A) Karra 958.88 9.59 10,000.00 | 7 Menths+1 F’:"u‘;')‘th (Trial &
1 7(8) Karra 836.92 8.37 10,000.00 | 7 Menths+1 ;"'f;')“h (Trial &
12 13 Murhu 973.14 9.74 10,000.00 | 2 Menths+1 x}fgth (Trial &
13 14(8) | Murhu 667.26 6.68 10,000.00 | °Menths+1 F’:’L‘:)‘th (Trial &
14 | 15(8) | Murhu 570.96 5.71 10,000.00 | 7 Menths+1 F’:"u‘:)‘th (Trial &
B) Date of Tender Uploading on Website 02.02.2022/05.00 PM.
o DocurTlent Download Start Date from 02.02.2022/05.00 PM.
Website
E) Bid Submission Start Date 02.02.2022/05.00 PM.
F) Bid Submission End Date 09.02.2022/05.00 PM.
Last date of Submission of Cost of BOQ
6) | ond EMD (Hard Copy) 10.02.2022/02.00 PM.
H) Date of Opening of Tender 11.02.2022/05.00 PM.
X . Executive Engineer,
) Name & Address of Office Inviting Tender Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, Khunti.
. . Executive Engineer,
) Name & Address of Opening Officer Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, Khunti.
K) Contact No. of Procurement Office 06528-299928
Helpline No. of e-| procurement cell Mo. No.- 7717776462

e ﬁr&ﬁr SHeRY & for qedge— http://jharkahndtenders.gov.in 4R <% ST1 | 2 |
BrRIqTeT AT,

PR 262682 Drinking Water and Sanitation(21-22)D

YTl 9 Wl wisd, W |

94/22(AN)
[£] North central railways | www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in [W] @ CPRONCR
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(Govt. of India, Ministry of Defence)
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DEFENCE ESTATES OFFICE
feeoit wugw, feeelt SO ( DELHI CIRCLE, DELHI CANTT.)

25684006, Ter: 011-25684005, -3t deodelh-stats@nic.in

Tom: 011-25686971,

E-AUCTION NOTICE

The Defence Estates Officer Delhi Circle, Delhi Cantt invites online bids through
E-Auction from interested & eligible contractor/bidders/firms etc. for Disposal of]
different kinds of 248 Nos of Standing/fallen trees located at 54 ASP, Air Force
Station, Gurugram, (Haryana).

The terms & conditions of e-auction, details of trees and other requisite details will
be available at https:/eauction.gov.in from 29/01/2022 at 10:00 hrs. The e-auction
will be start on 21/02/2022 at 10:00 hrs and end on same day at 17:00 hrs.

For any other enquiry regarding e-auction call on 011-25684006, Monday to
Friday during working hours i.e. 10:00 hrs to 17:00 hrs

Note: Trees may be shown on site on 07/02/2022 at 11:00 hrs on production of]
valid identity proof.
No. 3/175/DEO/54 ASP/Tree board/ IGLOOS/FMS-7461
Dated: 28/01/2022
-Sd/-
Vinit B. Lote)
Defence Estates Officer
Delhi Circle, Delhi Cantt

APPEAL FOR IDEN ATION

General public is hereby informed that
an unidentified male namely Unknown,
S/o: Unknown, R/o: Unknown was
found dead on 23.01.2022 at Bus
Stop, Bhavbhuti Marg, Minto Road,
Kamla Market, Delhi. In this regard DD
No. 33-A dated 23.01.2022 has been
lodged at Police Station, Kamla Market,
Dead body has been preserved in MAMC
mortuary for 72 Hrs for identification. Identification of
unidentified dead body is as under:
Name: Unknown, Age: About 40-45 Years, Height:
Complexion: Shallow, Built: Medium, Face:
Long, Wearing: White and Blue Colour Sweater.
If anyone have any information or clue about this male
deceased may kindly be inform undersigned.

Delhi.

SHO
Police Station Kamla Market, Delhi
Ph.: 011-22230623, 8750870424

GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

DP/1223/CD/2022

IRRIGATION DIVISION, DUMKA

e-Tender Ref. No:- WRD/IRR.DIV.,DUMKA/
TURNKEY- 01/2021-22 Dated:- 28.01.2022
LOCAL/NATIONAL TURNKEY COMPETITIVE BIDDING
(Complete Job with Five Years OM&M)

Masalia Ranishwar Megalift Irrigation
Scheme on Turnkey basis with 5 (Five) years
Operation, Maintenance and Management
(OM&M) (complete job).
1198.9161371Crore (Rupees one thousand
one hundred and ninety eight crore ninety
one lakh sixty one thousand three hundred
seventy one) only.

NAME OF WORK

ESTIMATED COST (Rs.)

TIME OF COMPLETION 3 Years ( Three Years)
PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY .
OF BIDDING DOCUMENTON FROM = 910,202 at%00 PM. to
WEBSITE 2-20e2 upto O
TIME AND DATE OF PRE BID Date-08.02.2022 Time- 02:00PM at 1
CONFERENCE (PHYSICAL AS Floor, Conference Hall, Nepal House,
WELL AS ONLINE ) Doranda, Ranchi (Jharkhand)
PERIOD OF ONLINE Date- 01.02.2022 at 5:00 PM to Date-
SUBMISSION OF BIDS 11.03.2022upt05:00 PM
LAST DATE AND TIME FOR

RECEIPT OF EMD AND COST
OF BOQ OF BIDS IN THE
OFFICE OF EE, IRRIGATION
DIVISION, DUMKA
DATE AND TIME OF
OPENING PRE
QUALIFICATION BID
DATE AND TIME OF
OPENING OF TECHNICAL
BIDS
DATE AND TIME OF
OPENING OF FINANCIAL

Date- 14.03.2022 upto 5:00PM

Date- 15.03.2022,2:00 PM

To be Announced after Pre-qualification Bid

To be Announced after Technical Bid

BID!

PLACE OF OPENING OF BIDS Chief Engineer office, WRD, Deoghar
Executive Engineer
Irrigation Division, Dumka
Mob. No- +919801476699
Email ID- eedmkirr@gmail.com
+919155826458, +918789068351
Email ID- wrdcedeo@gmail.com

OFFICER INVITING BIDS

HELP LINE NO. OF E-
PORCUMENT CELL

Executive Engineer
Irrigation Division, Dumka

PR 262615 Water Resource(21-22).D

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER,
PWD, BUILDING. ASSAM, CHANDMARI GUWAHATI-3.

No CE/TB-IIl 83 2021 17

PRESS NOTICE

The Chief Engineer, P.W.D. (Buildings) Health & Education Assam on behalf of the
Governer of Assam invites bids for the following works under P.W.D. (Bldg), Assam
from registered contractors having requisite experience in similai nature of work.

Details may be seen at e-procurement portal website i.e.
www.assamtenders.gov.in
Approx. | Bid Security (2% for
Sl. State/ Name of Work Value of | General, and 1% for | Cost of
No | Package Work (Rs. | Reserved category) to| Bid (Rs)
in Lakh) | be drawn in favour of
Construction of 200 bedded Covid ICU
GMCH/200 |at 2 storied Parking at GMCH,
1 icugra Bhangagarh, Guwahati (Including 1210.07 12,5 00/-
electrical works)
Construction of 200 bedded Covid ICU
GMCH/200 |at 2 storied Parking at GMCH,
2 ICU/ Gr-B |Bhangagarh, Guwahati (Including 160220 12,5 00/
electrical works)
Establishment of 56 BEDDED PICU
WAZ{D a;t 2nd floor of eX|st|nngrle;Lfma Executive Engineer,
GMCH/ }Natr Il ? newa emerge‘fna PUI (;ﬂg PW.D. Dispur &
3 | po A Sy Conrection | 146.06 Guwahati East | 2,920/-
U-56 :/I dical G glsten:.l onnhectlorj © Territorial Building
edica ( as Pipe Line to the existing Division, Fancy Bazar,
gas manifold from 80 KL LMO Tank at !
) - Guwahati-1
GMCH, Dispur, Guwahati-32
Establishment of Paediatric centre unit
GMCH/ (i) 10 Bedded/ 30 Bedded ICU at
4 PICU-40 |GMCH (at 3rd Floor Emergency Block), 100.44 2,010/
Guwahati, Assam (Under ECRP-II)
Establishment of Paediatric centre of
GMCH/ Excellences(COE) at Gauhati Medical
5. COE-12 College & Hospital step-down (at 3rd| 49.20 990/-
floor of Emergency BLDG) (8+4) ICU in
Guwahati, Assam
Construction of 30 PICU beds and 12
HDU Beds at First floor of South Block
SMCH/ |& 16 steps down Beds at 2nd floor of
6. PICU-42 |North Block and Other ancillary works 68.44 1,870/
at Silchar Medical College & Hospital, Executive Engineer,
Silchar P,W.D. Silchar, Sonai, &
Civil & Electrical provisions for Dholai Territorial
augmentation of existing 100 Bedded Building Division,
SMCH/ |ICU to 140 Bedded ICU including Silchar, Assam
7. | ICU-100 to |installation of Medical Oxygen Gas| 364.32 12,500/-
140 pipeline system and ancilllary works at
3rd floor of South Block of Silchar
Medical College and Hospital, Silchar
s AMCH/ |Installation of OGP from GOVT. OF 161.30 Executlve.Engmeer, 3230/
OGP-1 INDIA under PM-Care Fund P.W.D. Dibrugarh,
Moran. Lahowal &
AMCH/ |18 bedded PICU & 22 Bedded step Tingkhong Territorial
9. ) 330.06 Building Division 6,600/-
PICU-40 |down (40 Bedded) at AMCH, Dibrugarh uilding .
Assam
Setting up of 30 bedded (15-ICU, 15 . )
Step Down Beds) Paediatric Intensive Executive Engineer,
TMCH/ p Doy e - ntens P.W.D. Sonitpur District
10. Care Unit (PICU) in view of increasing| 415.21 o o 12,500/-
PICU-30 - Territorial Building
Covid cases at TMC&H, Tezpur at I .
. ) Division, Sonitpur.
Bihaguri, Tezpur.
. Executive Engineer,
FAAMCH/ Construction of 23 bedded PICU at 3rd PW D. Barpeta District
1. floor Hospital Building of FAAMCH, 270.54 ’ - Barpeta | 12,500/-
PICU/ . Territorial Building
Barpeta, for COVID-19 Patients A
Division, Barpeta
Executive Engineer, P
12 JMCH/ |15 bedded PICU & 15 Beded step down 1711 W D Jorhat District 12 500/
"| PICU-30 |(30 Bedded) at JMCH, Jorhat ’ Territorial Building ’
Division, Jorhat
Note :-

1. NIT value may be changed during uploading of tender in the website, which may

be seen in Detailed NIT of the bid document.

2. The bidders must be enrolled in www.assamtenders.gov.in
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J EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Open Tender Notice No.:- SPJ-ST-5-02-2022
DRM (S&T)/Samastipur invites open
e-tenders on behalf of president of India for
following work.
1. Name of work with its location : Hiring of
Pickup truck for transportation of S&T
materials and road based maintenance in
S&T department (DBG, SMI, BMKI, NKE
Section) of SPJ division for three years. 2.
Approx. cost of the work : Rs. 1,48,22,585/-
(Rupees One Crore Forty Eight Lakh
Twenty Two Thousand Five Hundred Eighty
Five Only). 3. Earnest Money to be
deposited : Rs. 2,24,100/- (Rupees Two
Lakh Twenty Four Thousand One Hundred
only), 4. Date & Time for Submission of
tender & opening of tender : 15/02/2022 Up
to 16:00 Hrs. 15/02/2022 at 16:30 Hrs.
5. Particulars of website where full details of
tender may be seen : www.ireps.gov.in
Note :- For any corrigendum (if any) in
above tender the details will be uploaded/
available on website. For further details
please visit the website www.ireps.gov.in.
Divisional Rail Manager (S&T)
E. C. Railway, Samastipur
PR/01580/SPJ/S&T/T/21-22/32

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/
General, North Western Railway,
Bikaner for & on behalf of the President
of India, invites/re-invites E- tenders for
the following work. 1. Complete details
of tenders can be seen on Website No.
: http://www.ireps.gov.in 2. Date & time
of closing of e-tenders : 23.02.2022 at
15.00 hours. 3. Date & time of opening
of e-tenders: After 15.00 Hrs on
23.02.2022. Tender Notice No.: 34-
Ele-BKN-E-TENDER-21-22, Name of
Work: Electrical work in connection with
Raising of passenger platform as high
level Hansiyawas, Hadyal, Udhasar,
Melusar, Suratpura, Depalsar &
Juharpura stations over Bikaner
Division, Approx Cost of the work:
Rs 72,47,157.00, EMD/SD (Rupees):
Rs 1,45,000.00, Tender Notice No.
35-Ele-BKN-E-TENDER-21-22, Name
of Work: Electrical work in connection
with provision of FOB at Sadulpur, Satnali,
Rajaldesar and Gogameri stations over
Bikaner Division., Approx Cost of the
work: Rs 23,56,432.00, EMD/SD
(Rupees): RsRs 47,200.00. 07-PR/22

Follow us at FIEAE)/NWRailways [€] NWRailways_
S. E. RAILWAY — TENDER

e-Tender Notice No. : e-Tender/BR/
2022/02, dated 25.01.2022. e-Tenders are
invited by Divisional Railway Manager
(Engg), S.E.Railway, Kharagpur-721301
for and on behalf of the President of India
for the following works before 15.00 hrs.
on the date mentioned against item and
will be opened at 15.30 hrs. SI. No. &
Tender No.; Description of work; Tender
Value; Earnest Money : (1) E-KGP-Bridge
-02-2022; Provision of Pathways on Bridge
No. 57 UP (2x30.5m + 7x91.5m + 2x30.5m)
between Deulti-Kolaghat and 51 UP (7x
30.5m) (Kulgachia-Bagnan) in Howrah-
Kharagpur section in the jurisdiction of
SSE/Bridge/Kolaghat under AXEN/BRL/
Kharagpur; X 2,01,68,894.10; X 2,50,900/-
(2) E-KGP-Bridge-03-2022; Kharagpur
Division : Replacement of bearing for 25
ton axle load in the section of SSE/Br./
KGP/Il under AXEN/BRL/Kharagpur;
% 2,11,80,841.37; ¥ 2,55,900/-. Cost of
Tender Document : 0.00 for both. Com-
pletion Period of the work : 12 (twelve)
months for both. Date of Opening : 03.03.
2022 for both. Bidding Start Date : From
17.02.2022 and upto 15.00 hrs. of 03.03.
2022 for both. Interested Tenderers may
visit website www.ireps.gov.in for full
details/description/specification of the
tenders and submit their bids online. In no
case manual tenders for these works will
be accepted. N.B. Prospective Bidders
may regularly visit www.ireps.gov.in to
participate in all tenders. (PR-583)

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
SPITI B&R DIVISION HP.PWD., KAZA
FOR AND ON BEHALF OF
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
11TH CIRCLE, HP.PWD. RAMPUR -172001, 01782-233044
[On the Letterhead of the employer]

DATE: 31 January 2022
INVITATION FOR BIDS NO.: PWD/07/R9/2021-22

LOAN NO. AND TITLE: Loan No. 3573 IND/ Himachal Pradesh Skill
Development Project.

CONTRACT PACKAGE NO. AND TITLE: PWD/07/R9/; Detailed Design
and Construction of Model Career Centre (MCC) building (pre-engi-
neered) at Kaza district Lahual and Spiti. H.P. (C/O Main building shall
be pre- engineered, Site Development, Site Development i.e. retaining
structure, WS & S, El, septic tank, rain water harvesting tank & under-
ground water recharging tank/ pit, boundary wall and gate, Air condi-
tioning in selected area as, CCTV, indoor/ outdoor transformer, HT &
LT panels, Cabling, DG Set, Solar system, Fire-fighting and yard light-
ing system, fire alarm system, Land scaping, environment manage-
ment, safety measures and other miscellaneous item etc.) as per
scope of work.

Deadline for Submission of Bidsis 03 March 2022at 11:00 hrs (IST)

1. The India has received the financing from the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) toward the cost of “Himachal Pradesh Skill
Development Project”. Part of this financing will be used for pay-
ments under the Contract Package named above. Bidding is open
to Bidders from eligible source countries of the ADB.

2. The “Public Works Department, Government of Himachal
Pradesh, represented by Superintending Engineer, 11th Circle
HPPWD, Rampur (“the Employer”) invites sealed bids from eligi-
ble Bidders for the Detailed Design and Construction of Model
Career Centre (MCC) building (pre-engineered) at Kaza district
Lahual and Spiti. H.P. (C/O Main building shall be pre- engi-
neered, Site Development, Site Development i.e. retaining struc-
ture, WS & S, El, septic tank, rain water harvesting tank & under-
ground water recharging tank/ pit, boundary wall and gate, Air
conditioning in selected area as, CCTV, indoor/ outdoor trans-
former, HT & LT panels, Cabling, DG Set, Solar system, Fire-fight-
ing and yard lighting system, fire alarm system, Land scaping,
environment management, safety measures and other miscella-
neous item etc.) as per scope of work in all respect (“the Works”).

3. National competitive bidding will be conducted in accordance with
ADB’s Single-stage: Two-Envelope procedure and is open to all
Bidders from eligible countries as described in the Bidding
Document.

4. Only eligible Bidders with the following key qualifications should
participate in this bidding:

a) Participation in at least one contract that has been successful-
ly or substantially completed within the last five years and that
is similar to the proposed works, where the value of the
Bidder’s participation exceeds INR23 million (INR 2.3Crore);
Construction Experience in Key Activities as follows-

a. Participation as contractor in at least 1 contract within in the
last five years, that has been successfully or are substan-
tially completed, and that include Detailed Design and
Construction of Building Works, where the value of the
Bidder’s participation exceeds INR 16.0 million. The con-
tractor should have design experience for designing of a
building a similar nature of atleast 275 Sq. Mir.

b. Participation as contractor in at least 1 contract within in the
last five years, that has been successfully or are substan-
tially completed, and that include pre-engineered material,
where the value of the Bidder's participation exceeds INR
7.0 million.

b) Minimum average annual construction turnover of INR74 mil-
lion (INR 7.4 Crore), calculated as total certified payments
received for contracts in progress or completed, within the last
three (3) years

c) Has financial resources to meet its current contract commit-
ments, plus INR4.6million (INR46 Lakh) requirements for the
Subject Contract

d) Meets other Personnel and Equipment requirements as stipu-
lated in the Bidding Document.

However for complete eligibility and qualification requirements,
bid document should be referred.
5. To obtain further information and inspect the bidding documents,
Bidders should contact:

Attention: Er. Tashi Giamchho

Executive Engineer, Kaza

Himachal Pradesh Public Works Department (HPPWD)
Himachal Pradesh India

Phone number-9459038791
Landline—01906-222252E-mail ID - hp-Isp1@nic.in

6. To purchase the bidding documents in English language, eligible
Bidders should write or visit at the office of the Employer at
address stated above and pay a nonrefundable fee of INR 5,000
towards the cost of bidding document in the form of Bank
Demand Draft.

In case of written request, the document will be sent by post/
courier and no liability will be accepted for loss or late delivery.

The Bidders who wish to receive the bidding document by
post/courier shall have to pay an additional amount of INR 3,000
for delivery within India, or USD 250 for delivery outside India. The
method of payment will be through bank demand draft payable at
Kaza, Himachal Pradesh, India.
The eligible bidders may otherwise download the bidding document
in English language from the websitewww.hppwd.gov.in, such bid-
ders shall be required to submit INR 5,000 with their bid in the form
of Bank demand draft towards cost of bidding document.

7. Deliver your bid
® to the address above

® on or before the deadline:03 March 2022 at 11:00 hrs (IST)

® together with a Bid Security as described in the Bidding
Document.

8. Bids will be opened on 03 March 2022 at 11:30 hrs (IST) in the
presence of Bidders’ representatives who choose to attend.
Executive Engineer,
Spiti B&R Division HP.PWD., Kaza.
For and on behalf of
Superintending Engineer,
11th Circle, Public Works
Department. Rampur Government
of Himachal Pradesh India.

6520/HP

Office of Executive Engineer
Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, Hazaribag

Very Short Tender e-Procurement Notice

Tender reference:-HZB/JJM/Khargu_Chobe/25/2021-22(1" call)

(1" Call)
Date :- 27.01.2022

SL
No.

Name of the work

Value of
work
(Rsin
Lakhs)

Bid
Security
(Rs. in
Lakhs)

Cost of
Tender Paper
(Rs)

Time of
Completion

Detailed survey, designing and drawing, Construction of
R.C.C. Intake Well cum Pump House with Infiltration
Gallary, R.C.C. Gangway 50 M long and 3.00 M wide,

1.5 MLD Capacity Unconventional Water Treatment

Plant, RCC Elevated Service Reservoir 1- 390 KiloLitre

capacity Staging height- 18 m, Staff Quarter, Compound

1. wall, Supplying and laying Raw and Clear Water rising

main and Distribution Network, House Connection,
Supplying and Installation of VT and Centrifugal pump
motor and Five years operation & maintenance with
allied works etc. all complete job for Khargu-Chaube &
adjoining village Rural pipe Water Supply Scheme under
D.W. & S. Division Hazaribagh on turnkey basis.”

24 Months +
03 Months
(Trial and run)

1088.95 10.89 10,000.00

Janasanyog / C /11126/21

Sd/-

Chief Engineer, P.W D. (Building)
Health & Education Assam,
Chandmari, Guwahati-3.

2. Date of Tender uploading in website Date:- 31.01.2022 up to 02:00 PM
Date:- 04.02.2022 at 12:30 PM in the office of
3. Date of Pre-bid Meeting Engineer-in-Chief, D. W. & S. Department Jharkhand
Ranchi
4. Last date receipt of Bid Date:- 11.02.2022 upto 05.00 PM
Date:- 12.02.2022 upto 04.00 PM in the office of the
.. . 1. Executive Engineer, D. W. & S. Division, Hazariba;
5. Last date submission cost of BOQ and EMD (i hard 2. Superintending Engineer, D.W.& S. Circle, Hazaribagg
copy) 3. Regional Chief Engineer, D.W. & S. Department
Ranchi Zone, Ranchi
6. Date of opening tender Date:- 14.02.2022 upto 03.00 PM
7. Name and address of office inviting tender Exceutive Enginge_r, .Drinking Water & Sanitation
Division, Hazaribag
8. Name and address of tender opening officer Executive Engigeer > lDrinking Water & Sanitation
ivision, Hazaribag
9. Contact no of e-procurement office 06546-262291
10 Helpline No. of e-procurement cell 0651-2480345

i)
if)

iii)

Estimated Cost & EMD Cost may be changed.

Only Registered contractor in this department participate in said tender.

Further details can be seen on website- http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

PR 262549 Drinking Water and Sanitation(21-22).D

Executive Engineer
D.W. & S. Division,Hazaribag

New Delhi
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Cricket scam:
Former India
Blue woman
player arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT, JANUARY 28

THE ECONOMIC Offences Wing (EOW) of
Surat Police has arrested cricketer Sapna
Randhawa, who played three matches for
India Blue Women at the Women'’s
Twenty20 Challenger Trophy back in 2010
for allegedly duping a male cricketer from
Surat of Rs 27.10 lakh.

As per the allegation, Sapna took money
from Bhavik Patel by promising him oppor-
tunities at national-level tournaments.
Sapna was arrested on January 26 from
Himachal Pradesh.Police informed that
Patel, a cricketer who plays for Lalbhai
Cricket Academy in Surat, lodged a com-
plaint with the city police crime branch on
January 20.Patel alleged that he played only
one Ranji Trophy match for Nagaland
againstJharkhand in Hyderabad in 2019. As
per his complaint, Sapna took Rs 27.10 lakh
from him, promising his selection in the
Ranji Trophy, a T20 game, three one-day
matches and two Tests. After playing one
Ranji Trophy fixture, when he asked Sapna
about other matches, the latter allegedly
gave different excuses before she stopped
taking his phone calls.

Speaking on the matter, Surat police
commissioner Ajay Kumar Tomar said:
“Bhavik Patel was introduced to Sapna
Randhawa by one Ram Chauhan, who had
organised a cricket tournament at Hathras
inUttar Pradesh in 2018. Patel played in that
tournament. Sapna told Patel to fork out
cash to play in national-level cricket tour-
naments. Sapna and others had prepared
fake documents for Bhavik Patel to allow
him to represent the Nagaland Cricket
Association in a Ranji trophy match, against
Jharkhand at Hyderabad.”He added: “We
have sought help from the BCCI to get more
details in this case. There are a few more
people in this gang, presently absconding.
But we will arrest them soon. This gang has
duped around 20 young people from differ-
ent states of Rs 75 lakh in the same way.”

Sapna, 32, had a very short career at na-
tional level, playing just three Women’s T20
Challenger Trophy games 12 years ago.
Mainly a left-arm medium bowler, she did-
n't geta single wicket in those matches. The
India Blue Women of the 2010 vintage had
Mithali Raj and Snehal Pradhan in their
ranks. Reema Malhotra was the captain.A
lot of players, discards in their own states,
have switched bases to play first-class
cricket after the Committee of
Administrators (CoA) allowed the associate
and affiliate members of the BCCI to partic-

|CC bans Taylor for corruptio

Banned for 3 and a half years for not reporting approach to ICC on time

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DUBAI, JANUARY 28

FORMER ZIMBABWE captain Brendan Taylor
was on Friday banned for three and a half
years by the ICC for failing to report a 2019
spot-fixing approach by an Indian business-
man on time and was also handed a one
month suspension for failing a dope test
which was linked to his intake of cocaine
during the episode.

Inastatement, the ICC said Taylor admit-
ted to being in breach of the provisions of the
ICC Anti-Corruption Code (Articles 2.4.2,
243,244 and 2.4.7). "Former Zimbabwe
captain Brendan Taylor has been banned
from all cricket for three and a half years af-
ter he accepted breaching four charges of the
ICC Anti-Corruption Code and, separately,
one charge of the ICC Anti-Doping Code," the
ICCsaid. On January 24, Taylor made a stun-
ning disclosure that he was blackmailed af-
ter "foolishly” taking cocaine during his
meeting with an Indian businessman.

Taylor had claimed that he was invited
by the businessman to India to discuss
"sponsorships" and potential launch of aT20
event in Zimbabwe besides an offer of USD
15,000in October 2019. He did not name the
businessman in question and the ICC also
identified him as merely Mr S.

The 35-year-old, who played 205 ODIs,
34 Tests and 45 T20s before retiring last year,
said he was also given a part payment to spot
fix matches, which, according to him, he
never did. He tested positive for stimulant
Benzoylecognine, a cocaine metabolite,
which is specified as a Substance of Abuse
under the Code. The in-competition test was
conducted on Taylor on September 8, 2021
Zimbabwe's match against Ireland. "This
one-month suspension will run concur-
rently with the suspension of three and a half
years under the ICC Anti-Corruption Code.
Mr Taylor will be free to resume his involve-
ment in the game on 28 July 2025," the ICC
stated. "Taylor's period of ineligibility was
reduced to one month because he was able
to establish that he had ingested the sub-
stance out of competition, that it was unre-
lated to sport performance, and because he
is currently undergoing a rehabilitation
treatment programme.” Taylor will be free
to resume the game on July 28, 2025.

ICCsaid the decision is final. In a heavily
redacted report, ICC said Taylor reported the
corruptapproach to its Anti-Corrpution Unit
on March 31,2020, which happened the pre-
vious November.

Inoraround September 2019, Taylor was
contacted by the businessman to ask if he
would be interested in playing in the 2019
edition of the Afghanistan Premier League
(the 2019 edition of which ultimately did not

$15Kk, clothes,

new phone

and compromising video

The official publication of the proceedings of the hearing between the International
Cricket Council and Brendan Taylor brings to light that the former Zimbabwe cap-
tain wasn'’t upfront about his meeting with the Indian businessman when he made a

delayed admission about the approach.
Taylor not forthright

ON MARCH 31,2020 Taylor reported an
approach from an Indian businessman (Mr
S)which happened in November 2019.
However, when he first disclosed the
approach, Taylor made no mention of him
getting a request from the businessman
about fixing matches before he accepted
$15,000. Taylor did mention that he
received the money but first said it was as
part of an appearance fee. “In subsequent
interviews, however, Mr Taylor changed his
story and accepted that while he had
initially travelled to India believing that he
would be paid an appearance fee of
US$15,000, at the end of his trip when the
payment was actually made to him, it
followed a discussion around corruption
and arequest for him to be involved in
corrupting matches in exchange for
payment,” the report said.

Agent’s warning

During the course of interviews, Taylor
said when Mr S first contacted him, he
referred him to his agent. Ared flag was
raised by the agent when he told Taylor ‘not
to waste his time as he has a bad feeling
about Mr S’. The businessman had first
called Taylor to enquire if he was keen to
play in the Afghanistan Premier League.
Butamonth later (after the agent had
warned him), Taylor got another calland
this time he travelled to India. This time,
Mr S told Taylor he wanted to discuss
starting a T20 tournament in Zimbabwe
and would pay him $15,000 for his time.

New phone, clothes

Onreaching India, Taylor was given a
new Samsung S10 phone. Taylor claims, in
interviews, that he took the phone because
his phone was ‘busted up’. Mr S also paid
for new clothes for Taylor.

Looking for another player

At the end of the trip, Taylor met Mr
S and his associates and this time there
was a discussion about spot-fixing in
international games. Mr S told Taylor he
could make $35,000 for engaging in
spot-fixing. Mr S also told Taylor that he

Former Zlmbabwe captain Brendan
Taylor during 2015 WC. File

international matches.

Compromising video

Taylor said that he had initially refused
tobeinvolved in fixing but accepted the
money because Mr S told him thathe hada
compromising video which he would
release to the media and Mr Taylor’s wife.
Taylor, in his post on Twitter earlier this
week, had said he had consumed cocaine
during the trip to India.

Call during B’desh series

Taylor next heard from Mr S in mid-
March 2020, while he was on tour with
Zimbabwe in Bangladesh. Mr S called him
and said that while he had not worked for
him before that point, now was the time to
do so. Taylor stated that he refused todo
any work for Mr S. Taylor then received a
message from the businessman saying that
he would release the compromising video.

$15k unreturned

Taylor, according to the official
publication, still has the US$ 15,000 which
he said is being looked after safely by a
friend. Taylor said he was clear that neither
he, nor his family nor his friends can
benefit from this money (whether directly
orindirectly)in any way.

During the hearing, it was agreed that
Taylor's return to participationin cricket,
following the expiry of his period of
ineligibility, is conditional upon him
demonstrating, to the ICC's satisfaction,
that nobody close to him has benefitted

n India beat China 2-0 to

win consolation bronze

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUSCAT, JANUARY 28

LAST EDITION champions India defeated
China 2-0 toregister a consolation third place
finish at the women's Asia Cup hockey tour-
nament here on Friday. The Indians left be-
hind the disappointment of their semifinal
defeat to Korea and controlled the proceed-
ings in the first two quarters, scoring two
goals in the process, to go into half time with
a2-0lead against China.

They, however, failed to score any more
goals in the second half. The Indians started
brightly and earned a couple of penalty cor-
ners and from one such situation, Sharmila
Devi gave her side the lead in the 13th
minute, scoring from a rebound after Gurjit
Kaur's initial flick was saved by the Chinese
defence. India continued in the same veinin
the second quarter and had the better share
of chances. The Indians kept up the pressure
on the Chinese defence with relentless raids
and secured another penalty corner in the
19th minute which was converted by Gurjit
with a superb drag-flick to make the score-
line 2-0.

China responded swiftly, securing a
penalty corner which was brilliantly kept
away by India captain and goalkeeper Savita
Punia. Down by two goals, China came out
with more intent after the change of ends
and tried to put pressure on the Indian de-
fence but to no avail. The Indians kept up the
pressure on the Chinese defence at the start
of the fourth and final quarter but failed to
create any clear cut chances.

China earned a penalty corner 10 min-
utes before time but the Indians defended in
numbers to thwart any danger to their

citadel. Towards the end of the match, China
pressed hard and secured three consecutive
penalty corners with two minutes left in the
clock but lacked in final execution as the
chances went wasted.

Lack of match practice due to the COVID-
19 pandemic after finishing a historic fourth
at the Tokyo Olympics, cost defending cham-
pions India dearly as they produced incon-
sistent performances in crucial matches to
crash out of the title race. After thrashing
lowly Malaysia 9-0 in their opener, India suf-
fered a 0-2 defeat against Asian Games
champions Japan before beating Singapore
9-1 to qualify for the semifinals. But in the
semifinals, some sloppy defending and poor
penalty corner conversions put paid to
India's hopes as they were beaten 2-3 by
Korea. Japan emerged champions after beat-
ing Korea 4-2 in the summit clash later on
Friday.

Reid confident

Still smarting from the semifinal exit at
the Asia Champions Trophy, Indian men's
hockey team chief coach Graham Reid on
Friday said the setback came as a reality
check for the Tokyo Olympic bronze medal
winners ahead of a busy calendar year.

Defending champions India were
stunned 3-5 by Japan in the semifinal of the
ACT in Dhaka last month. "It's always diffi-
cult. You have to be put in situations.
Everybody including myself hated that semi-
final loss to Japan in ACT. No one likes to ex-
perience something like that. But sometimes
you have to experience that to learn fromit,"
Reid said in a virtual press conference. India
will start the year with back-to-back Pro
League ties against South Africa and France
in Potchefstroom from February 8 to 13.

Sharmila Devi and Gurjit Kaur scored one goal each as India scored a 2-0 win

over China in women'’s Asia Cup in Muscat on Friday.

Hockey India

consider strange

does the uncertainty

ipate in all domestic tournaments. take place). wanted to rope in one more player to fix ~ fromthe money. Source: ACU publication
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ACROSS
1 Called from the cinders?
(10)
8 Goes on green
5)
9 Change of raiment for a girl
(7)
10 She is given two articles setina
case(7)
11 Patent feature of a hover train
(5)
12 Prompt delivery
(6)
14 Mike’s love turns out to be from
the North (6)
17 Nerve broken? Not at all
(5)
19 Knight sent back fish and meat
dish(7)
21 Not unwilling to try a tea break
(7)
22Is taken aback?
(5)
23 Acts asadismantler?
(55)

DOWN
2 Sign of fever perhaps and rash
(7)
3 Not flush but accepted by the
social clique (5)
4 Even when frayed it should be
kept(6)
5 Apprehensive over bursting into
sunrise (7)
6 Doctor,  have reduced energy
(5)
7 Seagoing vandals
(10)
8 Asian poets can be so ardent
(10)
13 It may have a standing charge
for motorists (3,4)
15 Tide description of a monk?
(2,5)
16 Cleans down
(6)
18 Call on half-a-dozen to take a
seat(5)
20 Refuse to fight
5)

Solutions Crossword 4649: Across: 1Such as, 4 Lieder, 9 Aspirin, 10 Dikes, 11 0ddly,

12 Onandon, 13 Reading lamp, 18 Fiancee, 20 State, 22 Outdo, 23 Eclipse, 24 Tidier,
25 Spines. Down: 1Seadog, 2 Coped, 3 Arrayed, 5 India, 6 Dukedom, 7 Rising,
8 Encountered, 14 Enacted, 15 Last lap, 16 Afloat, 17 Sewers, 19 Close, 21 Aspen.
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If you're following
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applications and plotting your
honesty about your thoughts
and feelings will be appreciated
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

Venus, ruler of love
@ atemporary

withdrawal from
hopefully easing some of the
tensions which are bedevilling
relationships. If you have
offended anyone, then you
not next week.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

ups has been your

doubtabouta
action. However, over the
coming days the sheer speed of

up career proposals,
next few days planning
next great move. Directness and
by those closest to you.

and affection, makes
stressful relationships,
personal and professional
might be wise to apologise now,
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developments are leading.

Changes over the coming few

days may at first be so subtle

that their meaning will not be
clear until next week. Mind you,
that's not too long to wait.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
The financial
situation remains
critical, and you may
be tempted to sit on

the fence, waiting for a

resolution. However, if you are

too passive, you must expect to
risk making a loss. Perhaps the
central issue is your willingness
to spend money on

relationships or subsidise a

loved one.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
The simultaneous
movements of the
Sunand Uranus are
about to have an
effect onyour

emotional life that will be as

dramatic asitis difficult to
control. A breath of fresh air
could revitalise an old
partnership, and can only add
to your quality of life.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)

The Moon is on your
side, soit's only to be
expected that family
members and
people you live with should be
backing you to the hilt. Not for
the first time your planets show
the possibility of dramatic
financial dealings and
agreements. Yet illusions you

hold so fondly now, may be
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

Plans for domestic

@ initiated earlier in

the year but were
brought to a successful
conclusion soon. The only
determination and a large dose
of confidence. Above all, you

rudely shattered before long.
change which were
never completed should be
things required are a little
should believe in yourself.
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SPORT

ON THE TUBE

Australian Open women’s singles final

Live on Sony Sports Network, 2pm

CHRISTOPHER CLAREY
MELBOURNE, JANUARY 28

RAFAEL NADAL moved within one match of
a record-breaking 21st Grand Slam men’s
singles title by defeating Matteo Berrettini of
Italy, 6-3, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3, in the semifinals of
the Australian Open.

Nadal, the 35-year-old Spanish star, is tied
with his longtime rivals Roger Federer and
Novak Djokovic for the men’s record.

But neither Federer nor Djokovic played
in this year’s tournament. Federer is still re-
covering from knee surgery and Djokovic, a
nine-time Australian Open champion, was
deported on the eve of the tournament after
his visa was revoked by the Australian gov-
ernment and his appeal was rejected.

Nadal, the only member of the Big Three
in Melbourne, has carried the torch surpris-
ingly well after missing most of the second
half of the 2021 season with a chronic foot
problem that he said threatened his career.
When he did return to action in late
December for an exhibition in Abu Dhabi, he
contracted Covid-19 and developed symp-
toms at home in Majorca, Spain before mak-
ing the long trip to Australia.

But he won a warm-up tournament at
Melbourne Park before the main event and
has now swept through six more matches to
reach his sixth and most unexpected
Australian Open final. He has won this title
justonce, beating Federer for the title in 2009.
Since then, he has experienced plenty of ten-
nis heartache in Rod Laver Arena: losing a
five-hour-and-53-minute final in 2012 to
Djokovicand another marathon to Federerin
2017 despite holding a 3-1lead in the fifth set.

Now, he has a chance to set himself apart.

“For meit’s all about the Australian Open
more than anything else,” he said when
asked about the prospect of winning No. 21.
“Iwas lucky to win in 2009 but never thought
about another chance in 2022.”

On Sunday, Nadal will face No. 2 Daniil
Medvedev, who defeated No. 4 Stefanos
Tsitsipas. Nadal has a winning record against
both younger men and now has a 2-0 record
against Berrettini, the strapping 25-year-old
[talian who has a big serve and heavy forehand
and plenty of charisma, but also has a compar-
atively weak backhand that Nadal exploited
repeatedly. Djokovic did the same when he de-
feated Berrettini in last year’s Wimbledon fi-
nal, and for the first two hours of Friday’s
match, Berrettini looked frustrated and in-
creasingly forlorn as Nadal kept him off bal-
ance and out of sorts with a barrage of crisply
sliced serves and high-bouncing forehands.

“Ithink started the match playing great,”
Nadal said. “The first two sets have been the
best so far since a long time.”

Berrettini had no break points on Nadal’s
serve until the eighth game of the third set, but
with Nadal serving at 3-4, Berrettini sprinted to
his right and hit a forehand passing shot win-
ner down the line that appeared to surprise
both men. Nadal was soon serving at 0-40 and
two points later, Berrettini was able to break
him for the first time, slapping a forehand win-
ner. He then served out third set, baring his
teeth to his support team as he strutted past
Nadal to his chair before the fourth set.

“He’s a very solid player, very dangerous,”
Nadal said. “And in the third, [ knew at some

Raf & tough

Nadal beats Berrettini in four sets, will face Medvedev for a record 21st career Grand Slam title

COMEBACK MAN

The win ensured Nadal:

Reached his sixth Australian
Open final

29 Entered his 29th Grand
Slam final

50

We need to suffer,and we
need to fight. That’s the only
way lam where | am today.
Honestly it means alot tome
to bein the final again here.”

RAFAEL NADAL

Recorded his 500th win
on hard court

point he is going to go for the shots. I didn’t
play a good game with my serve at 3-4, but
he played some great shots. The passing shot
down the line was unbelievable.”

But the patterns of play were still in
Nadal's favor as he continued to focus his at-
tacks on Berrettini’s backhand. The Italian
did hit a two-handed winner to get to 15-30
on Nadal’s serve in the opening game of the
fourth set, but Nadal won a cat-and-mouse
exchange on the next point as Berrettini
missed a backhand slice off a good drop shot.

Though Berrettini kept hustling and rip-
ping through his forehands, he could not sus-
tain his comeback, losing his serve in the
eighth game of what turned out to be the fi-
nal set. “We need to suffer, and we need to
fight,” Nadal said, summing up his philoso-
phy over his nearly 20-year career. “That’s the
only way [ am where [ am today. Honestly it
means alot to me to be in the final again here.”

Both Federer and Djokovic have taken
aim at No. 21 in a Grand Slam final and
missed. Federer had two match points on his
serve against Djokovic in the 2019
Wimbledon final and failed to convert.
Djokovic faced Medvedev in last year’s U.S.
Open final and lost in straight sets.

Now itis Nadal's turn, even as he contin-
ues to say that finishing ahead of Federer and
Nadal in the Grand Slam chase is not his ob-
session or priority. “I will sleep just as well
after I retire whether it happens or does not
happen,” he once said in an interview.

Buta second Australian Open title would
certainly be most welcome. NYT

Barty aims to end Aus drought
Reuters adds: Ash Barty will carry the
weight of a nation on her shoulders when
she faces big-hitting American Danielle
Collins in Saturday's Australian Open final,
as she seeks to end her country's 44-year
wait for a home champion. The world num-
ber one has lost just 21 games to reach her
maiden final at Melbourne Park and is
primed to become the first local since Chris
O'Neil in 1978 to win the Australian Open.
Barty, who won the 2019 French Open and
is the reigning Wimbledon champion, is also
unbeaten in 10 matches this season.

Rafael Nadal celebrates after defeating Matteo Berrettini 6-3, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3 in the semifinal. AP

Medvedev’s rant at umpire, & ‘sting operation’
that caught Tsitsipas for illegal coaching

GAURAVBHATT
JANUARY 28

DURING HIS 7-6(5), 4-6, 6-4, 6-1 win in the
Australian Open semifinal over Stefanos
Tsitsipas, Daniil Medvedev wentonabelliger-
entrant. The Russian lost his temper late in the
second set, berating the chair umpire and ac-
cusing his opponent of being coached illegally
by his father-coach Apostolos from the side-
lines. The meltdown seemingly prompted a
‘sting operation’ to catch Tsitsipas.

Medvedev’s meltdown

Deepin the second set — after serving a pair
of double faults that handed Tsitsipas a crucial
break — Medvedev received a code violation
for an audible obscenity. He thenlaunched into
atirade. “Bro, are you mad? Bro, are you mad?
Forwhat? His father can coach every point? Are
youstupid?” Medvedev launched at chairum-
pire Jaume Campistol. “His father can talkevery
point! His father can talk every point! His fa-
ther can talk every point! His father can talk
every point! Willyouanswer my question? Can
youanswer my question? Can you answer my
question, please? Can his father talk every
point? Oh my God, you are so bad, man. How
can you be so bad in a semi-final of a Grand
Slam? Look at me! I'm talking to you!”

Tsitsipas capitalised on the break to serve
out the set,and Medvedev continued to berate
the umpire, asking for Tsitsipas to get a code
violation for on-court coaching, “Next time it
should be a code violation. If you don’t do it,
you are - how canlsay it —asmall cat,” seem-

Daniil Medvedev argues with chair
umpire Jaume Campistol. AP

ingly alluding to the term “pussy”.

‘Sting operation’

Almost an hour later, Tsitsipas was caught
receiving on-court coaching. Medvedev's out-
bursthad prompted an official — Greek umpire
Eva Asderaki-Moore —to position herselfin the
tunnel below the Tsitsipas box to potentially
catch the father-son duo in the act. Channel
Nine's cameras picked up Asderaki-Moore sig-
nalling for a code violation, drawing a laugh
from Tsitsipas. Inthe commentary booth, Sam
Groth and Jim Courier termed it a “sting oper-
ation”. Co-commentator Todd Woodbridge
questioned Tsitsipas senior’s actions, wonder-
ingwhat purpose they served. Medvedevwon
five straight games afterwards to seal the match.

Tsitsipas’ coaching episodes
Tsitsipas had already been given code vio-

Women allowed into stadium as Iran seal WC spot

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TEHRAN, JANUARY 28

MEHDI TAREMI scored from close range to
lead Iran's national soccer team to a 1-0 vic-
tory over Iraq and seal the Islamic Republic's
third straight World Cup berth.

Taremi, the FCPorto striker, scored the only
goal of the game in the 48th minute in the sec-
ond half. He scored from inside the penalty
box on a pass from midfield Ali Reza
Jahanbakhsh. Iran's win came in Group A of
the Asia region. The win at Tehran Azadi sta-
dium was Iran's earliest jump into the quali-
fiers. It marked the sixth time Iran has earned
aspotinthe World Cup in the nation's history.

Despite the fast spread of the aggressive
omicron variant of the coronavirusinIran, the
government Wednesday approved the pres-
ence of some 10,000 spectators in the
100,000-seat stadium. More than 2,000 were
women. It was the second major soccer event
that Iranian women have watched in the sta-
dium. In 2019, for the first time in decades,
hundreds of Iranian women were allowed to
watch Persepolis play the Kashima Antlers of
Japan in the Asian Champions League final.

FIFA had long demanded that Iran pro-
vide assurances that women will be allowed
to attend 2022 World Cup qualifiers. Women
have been mainly prohibited from attend-
ing men's games and other sports events in
[ran since the 1979 Islamic revolution.

Ecuador one win away

Sao Paulo: Ecuador is one win away from
returning to the World Cup aftera 1-1 home
draw with South American qualifying leader
Brazil. Coach Gustavo Alfaro's team will qual-
ify to play in Qatar if it beats Peru next week.

Uruguay rose back to contention aftera 1-
0 win at Paraguay, with a goal by veteran Luis

Due to Covid restrictions, the Iranian government allowed 10,000 spectators in
the 100,000-seat Azadi stadium in Tehran, including more than 2,000 women. AP

Suarez. It was the team's first win for new
coach Diego Alonso, who took over after vet-
eran Oscar Tabarez was fired due to poor re-
sults. Brazil (36 points)and Argentina (32) have
already qualified for the World Cup. Ecuador
has 24 points, five ahead of Uruguay. Colombia
and Peru, which will clash in Barranquilla,
Colombia, on Friday, are at 17 points. Chile has
16 and could be overtaken by Bolivia (15),
which will travel to Venezuela — the only team
in the region out of contention for a spot.
South America has four direct World Cup
spots, and the fifth-place team will play an
international playoff for a berth.

Messi rested but Argentina win
Argentina were without Lionel Messi but

goals from Angel Di Maria and Lautaro
Martinez gave the visitors all three points
against Chile. Argentina, who have already
qualified for Qatar, opted to rest Messi after
his COVID-19 infection but his Paris Saint
Germain team mate Di Maria stepped up to
give them the lead with a trademark curling
shot from outside the box after 10 minutes.

Chile's English-born striker Ben Brereton
equalised just over 10 minutes later when he
sent a fine looping header over goalkeeper
Emiliano Martinez. Argentina then took ad-
vantage of an injury to Chile goalkeeper
Claudio Bravo to seal the win 11 minutes be-
fore half time.

Bravo was preparing to be substituted
when Rodrigo de Paul fired in a fierce drive

It was the second major soccer
event that Iranian women have
watched in the stadium. In 2019,
for the first time in decades,
hundreds of Iranian women
were allowed to watch
Persepolis play the Kashima
Antlers of Japan in the Asian
Champions League final

from 30 metres, and with the goalkeeper
only able to parry the shot Lautaro Martinez
followed up to slot home the rebound.

"We knew it was going to be difficult at
high altitude and after a long flight," said Di
Maria. "The important thing is that we come
away with a win. Everythingis always much
easier when Leois here. The important thing
is that we keep working like we've been do-
ing and bringing joy to Argentines."

The result, which was also achieved with-
out the presence of talismanic coach Lionel
Scaloni, who was isolating at home due to
COVID-19, marks Argentina's 28th game
without defeat.

Brereton's goal was the first against
Argentina in seven qualifiers. “Today we
were without the best in the world and our
coach as well but we got the victory and this
is also for them,” said Di Maria.

The result was a huge blow to Chile's
hopes of qualifying for Qatar. They are sev-
enth, on 16 points, in the 10-team South
American qualifying group with only three
matches to play.

The top four qualify automatically and
the fifth-placed team goes into a playoff with
aside from the Asian confederation.

lations for coaching in his third-round and
fourth-round matches against Benoit Paire and
Taylor Fritz respectively. During the Fritz match,
chair umpire Damien Dumusois warned
Tsitsipas, after which the 23-year-old was seen
motioning to his father to calm him down.

In the post-match press conference on
Friday, Tsitsipas said that he feels he is unfairly
targeted by officials. “I'mused toit. They've been
targeting me already a long time. I feel like I've
gottenafewinthe past,and the umpires areal-
ways paying attention to my box, never paying
attention to the opponent’s box. I feel I have
been a victim of that for a long time now.”

He added he had spent “countless hours
trying to figure it out with” his father. “My fa-
ther, he’sa person that when he gets into some-
thing when there is a lot of action, his medi-
cine is to talk, and you can'’t stop it. It’s
something that he does from nature,” the 2021
French Open finalist said. “That was also one
of the reasons last year | went out publicly on
one of my social media platforms and said that
[ think coaching should be allowed, simply be-
cause coaches do it anyway.”

Coaching rules

While on-court coaching is an offence on
the ATP Tour, the WTA Tour has allowed on-
court coaching since 2008. According to WTA
rules, a player canrequest her coach foradvice
once each set. However, on-court coaching is
forbidden at Grand Slams for both men and
women. Onthe men’sside, the only exception
for on-court coaching is team events such as
Davis Cup and Laver Cup where team captains
are on court with the players.

— BRIEFLY ——

Djokovic felicitated
amid fresh Covid-19
test doubts

Budva (Montenegro): Tennis star
Novak Djokovic received honors at a
small Adriatic Sea resort in
Montenegro on Friday even as doubts
re-emerged about the positive COVID-
19test he used to try to compete in the
Australian Open. The BBCon Friday re-
ported discrepancies in the serial
numbers of tests Serbian authorities
administered to Djokovic in the days
prior to his trip to Australia, suggest-
ing possible irregularities in the way
they were issued. Senior Serbian
health officials have previously said
that Djokovic's test was valid and is-
sued by a relevant institution.

ATK MohunBagan

favouritesinderby

Margao: ATK Mohun Bagan will start as
favourites against a struggling SC East
Bengal in their second derby of the on-
going Indian Super League season here
on Saturday. The first derby this season
was awalkin the park for the Mariners
(3-0) who have since then not had a
great season so far but for their rivals,
the plane never took off as it took two
head coach changes to win their first
game, after 11 unsuccessful attempts.
East Bengal got the better of Mohun
Bagan the last time on January 27 in
2019, making it along wait for their vo-
ciferous fans for a taste of victory.

Odisha Open: George
stuns 3rd seed Dey

Cuttack: Kiran George upset third seed
Subhankar Dey 21-16 10-21 21-19 to
advance to the men's singles semifi-
nals while in-form shuttler Malvika
Bansod also cruised to the last four
round in the women's event at the
Odisha Open badminton tournament.
The 21-year-old Indian will meet
compatriot Ansal Yadav, who beat
qualifier Tharun Mannepalli 21-15
23-21, in the semifinals on Saturday.
Malvika registered a 21-13 16-21 21-
17 victory over fellow Indian Tanya
Hemanth in a gruelling 58-minute
quarterfinal contest.

Aditi off toaflying
start at LPGA event

Boca Rio (US): Indian golfer Aditi Ashok
gotofftoaflying startat the Gainbridge
LPGA with a superb 6-under 66 to be
Tied-third and three short of leader
Lydia Ko (63) here. Aditi, who missed
the cutlast time she played here at this
course, was in sparkling form, finding
thefirst 17 greenin regulation. She fal-
tered only once on the 18th and it
ended in a bogey. Another Indian, the
LPGA debutant Nishtha Madan, whois
playing on an invite, had a struggle
with 5-over 77 that began with a birdie
but then had five bogeys and a double
against one more birdie on 12th.
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

India U-19 skipper Dhull, five
others recover from Covid

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, JANUARY 28

SIXINDIAN under 19 players who missed out
on league games of ICC under 19 World Cup
due to Covid-19 outbreak have been cleared
to participate in the quarter-finals match
against Bangladesh. However, one under-19
player who flew to the Caribbean as a backup
player has also tested positive and is under-
going an isolation period.

Last week, before the second league
game against Ireland, six Indian players, out
of the 17-member squad, were ruled out of
selection. The six players were Sidharth
Yadav, Manav Parakh, Vasu Vats, captain Yash
Dhull, SK Rasheed and Aaradhya Yadav
missed outon two league games. Among the
infected, it was reported that Dhull had the
worst symptoms.

The Indian board had sent five players as
a backup for players who missed out due to
the Covid-19 break in the Indian dressing
room. These players were Uday Saharan,
Abishek Porel, Rishith Reddy, Ansh Gosai and
Pushpendra Singh Rathore.

Itis learnt that one player tested positive
while others will be available for selection.
"All six players who had missed out will be
available for selection.

They even did practice in the West Indies.
However, one player who tested after reach-
ing the West Indies has beenisolated,"” a BCCI
official said.

It was reported that the players caught
the virus from a support staff member. After
winning the Under-19 Asia Cup in the UAE,
the Indian team had travelled to the
Caribbean via Amsterdam.

A support staff member, who is fine

9 Canada players
test positive

Tarouba (Trinidad): Two Plate compe-
tition matches of the ICC Under-19
men's Cricket World Cup, involving
Canada were on Friday cancelled af-
ter nine players from the team tested
positive for COVID-19.

The matches -- Canada vs Scotland
and Canada vs either of Uganda or
PNG -- were to be played on Saturday
and Sunday at the Brian Lara Cricket
Academy here. The players will now
undertake a period of isolation where
their welfare will be monitored by the
event medical team, the ICC said ina
statement.

Because of the COVID-positive
cases, the Canadian team has insuffi-
cient available players to be able to
take any further partin the event.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

U-19 World Cup: Playing tonight,
India vs Bangladesh, 7.30pm, Live on
Star Sports Network

now, had tested and caught the infection
in transit and it was believed the players
contracted the virus from him. The entire
squad had sequestered for five-day hard
quarantine in Guyana. They had three RT-
PCR tests taken in that period but the re-
ports took as long as 48 hours and the third
test report was only made available on the
seventh day.

The BCCl has been in constant touch with
management and the coaching staff.
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