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OMICRON-DRIVEN SURGE

2 yrs into pandemic,
top gene body says

ICE360 SURVEY: K-SHAPED RECOVERY IN COVID YEAR

Income of poorest fifth plunged
53% in 5 yrs; those at top surged

UNVEILS HOLOGRAM; INVOKES AMBEDKAR, PATEL

Correcting mistakes of
past: PM on Bose statue

o o [ )
SANDEEPSINGH HOW COVID DEEPENS DISTRESS, DIVIDE VIIrus 1m COomi lllIlltY
) Widening disparity in annual household income (3 lakh) ‘Efforts were made to erase contribution of several leaders’ 2
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economic liberalisation, the an- o NEW DELHI, PUNE, JANUARY 23 =
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of Indian households, constantly Q2 (Lower middle 20%) 185 125 -324v NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23 TWO YEARS into the coronavirus & o difficult
rising since 1995, plunged 53%in Q3 (Middle 20%) 2.25 2.05 -89v pandemic, India is now finally ac-
the pandemic year 2020-21 from Q4 (Upper middle 20%) 3.01 322 70 A PRIME MINISTER Narendra knowledging that the diseaseisin THE ANNOUNCEMENT is
their levels in 2015-16. In the - Modi unveiled a hologram community transmission stage. not hugely revelatory in
same five-year period, the rich- Q5 (Richest 20%) 5.26 731 39.0 4 statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Recently released bulletins of IN- the current situation in
est 20% saw their annual house- All-India average 2.98 3.23 84+ Bose atIndia Gate on Sunday and SACOG, the consortium of na- India, even though it is
hold income grow 39% reflecting Total personal disposable said the country is correcting tional laboratories thatis tracking the first acknowledg-
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tom of the pyramid and the top. slabs of 20% each; Source: ICE 360 data him, efforts were made to erase now spreading through commu- spread thatitis now diffi-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 the contribution of “several great nity transmission. cult, if not impossible, to
personalities” along with the na- “Omicron is now in commu- determine who is passing
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HOW SEX WORKERS OF SONAGACHI SURVIVED BRUTAL COVID PANDEMIC WAVES

Tillearly 2020, Chittaranjan Avenue was busier than any other street in Kolkata. Glances of interested
customers, sex workers soliciting them. Narrow alleys. Dark staircases leading up to dimly-lit rooms. However,
everything has changed since the pandemic.
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Property damage in
UP’s anti-CAA protests

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Apurva Vishwanath and Asad Rahman talk
to host Snigdha Sharma about their
exclusive investigation on how UP did not
follow due process in its efforts to recover
damages caused during the 2019 protests

Uddhav slams
BJP: ‘Unfortunate
we nurtured
them for 25 yrs’

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

MAKING HIS first public appear-
ance after a spine surgery in
November last year,
Maharashtra CM and Shiv Sena
chief Uddhav Thackeray
launched a blistering attack on
the BJP stating
that the Sena
had “wasted
25 years be-
cause of its po-
liticalalliance” | =
withtheparty. [

He was ad-
dressing his
party cadre on
the occasion of
the birth an-
niversary of Shiv Sena founder
Balasaheb Thackeray.

Taking on the BJP, which has
been constantly attacking him
due to his absence from office af-
ter his surgery, Thackeray said,
“Soon, [ will step out and tour
Maharashtra. I will show the
power of Saffron to the oppo-
nents who are worried about my
health. Like there is a caretaker
government, they are caretaker
opposition, and they will self-de-
struct.”

Reiterating an earlier state-
ment that the Sena has wasted
25 years in alliance with BJP,
Thackeray said, “I still maintain
that. Why did we step aside from
them? Today, the hollow
Hindutva they display is nothing
but a charade for power. Itis un-
fortunate we nurtured them for
25years.”

“(Union Home Minister) Amit
Shah came to Pune and chal-
lenged us to contest alone. We
have accepted that challenge... If
you have the courage, contest on
strength of workers. Merely chal-
lenging us and putting ED
(Enforcement Directorate) and
other agencies behind us is not
courage,” he added.

Uddhav
Thackeray

Don’t need court
nod to terminate
under 24-week
pregnancy if law
is followed: HC

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

THE BOMBAY High Court re-
cently held that the government
and private hospitals must abide
by recentamendment to Medical
Termination of Pregnancy (MTP)
Act, which stipulated that opin-
ion of one registered medical
practitioner was necessary for
termination of pregnancy of less
than 20 weeks, and that of two
registered doctors for termination
of pregnancy between 20 and 24
weeks.

TheHCheld thatin case of ter-
mination of less than 24-week
pregnancy, the hospitals or clinic
need not ask for its permission if
relevant conditions are fulfilled as
per law. The court also held that
“in all cases of pregnancy, the
mental health, environment and
living conditions of the woman
are of paramount concern”.

A division bench of Justice
Gautam S Patel and Justice
Madhav ] Jamdar on January 13
passed an order while hearing a
plea by a woman seeking to ter-
minate her nearly 18-week preg-
nancy.

Advocate Shubham Misar for
the petitioner submitted that de-
spite the amended law covering
termination of her pregnancy be-
ing less than 20-week, the hospi-
tal had sought an order from the
court. The bench noted, “The Civil
Hospital is not entitled to make
any such demand. It is bound by
the provisions of the Act.”

FROMPAGE ONE

Gene body

become dominant in multiple
metros, where new cases have
beenrisingexponentially,” the lat-
est bulletin, dated January 10 but
released only now, has said.

“Further spread of Omicronin
India is now expected to be
through internal transmission, not
foreign travellers, and a revised
sampling & sequencing strategy
of INSACOG is being worked out
to address genomic surveillance
objectives in the wake of dynamic
changing scenario of virus infec-
tion,” an earlier bulletin, dated
January 3 but also released now,
said.

Community transmission
simply means that the epidemic
has become so widespread in a
population group thatit gets diffi-
cult, if not impossible, to deter-
mine whois passing on the infec-
tion to whom.

The source and chain of infec-
tions canno longer be established.
Determining the chain of infec-
tionsis key to testing and contain-
ment strategy to be followed.
Contact tracing, identification,
testing and isolation of suspect
cases are all dependent on estab-
lishing this chain.

This knowledge is most rele-
vant during the early phase of the
outbreak or start of a fresh wave
after a prolonged lull. At the cur-
rent stage of the pandemic, the
question of community transmis-
sion is largely an academic one,
and with little implication for the
response measures thatare being
taken.

Indiais already reporting over
3.25lakhnew caseseveryday. The
actualnumber of infectionsis sev-
eral times more than that, consid-
ering that Omicron has been
spreading at a much faster rate
than the previous variants. Even
during the earlier waves, India was
detecting only about one in30in-
fections. For Omicron, thisratiois
expected to be even higher. There
is no way that in a situation like
this the chain of infections can be
established.

However, for the first twoyears
of the pandemic, India had in-
sisted that the disease had not
reached community transmission
stage.Ithad maintained thatitwas
instead dealing with several clus-
ter outbreaks.

TheINSACOG bulletin said the
threat levelin Indiawas “high” and
“remains unchanged”. It also said
that a new variant, B.1.640.2 that
wasfirstdiscovered in France, had
not been detected in India so far.
This variant, which, like Omicron,
has a very large number of muta-
tions, was flagged by some re-
searchersa couple of weeksagoas
apotential threat in future.

“The recently reported
B.1.640.2 lineage is being moni-
tored. Thereis no evidence of rapid
spread and whileit has features of
immune escape, itis currently not
avariantof concern. Sofar, no case
has been detected in India,” the
bulletin said.

German navy
Achim Schoénbach said that
Russian President Vladimir Putin
should be given the "respect he
probably deserves" and that
Crimea would never go back to
Ukraine.

His comments that seemed to
be sympathetic of Putin come
amid fears of an imminent
Russian invasion of Ukraine, as
Russia has reportedly amassed
over 100,000 troops on its west-
ern border with Ukraine. Russia
had annexed Crimea from
Ukraine in 2014 amid global criti-
cism.

The Crimean peninsula,
Schonbach said at the event, "is
gone. It's never coming back. This
isafact”

“IsRussiareally interested ina
small tiny strip of Ukraine soil to
integrate into their country? No,
thisis nonsense. Putinis probably
putting pressure because he can
doitand he knows...he splitus, he
splitthe European Union. Whathe
really wants is respect. And by

PM Modi unveils hologram of Netaji

those mistakes with boldness.”)
In this context, Modi said:
“Today, the country is develop-
ing five pilgrimage sites (panch
theerth) associated with Baba
Saheb Bhimrao Ambedkar. The
Statue of Unity hasbecomea pil-
grimage in the glory of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel. We have
named one island of Andaman
after Netaji. Amemorial hasalso
been dedicated to his name
there. It is a tribute not only to
Netaji but also to the jawans of
theIndian National Army (INA).”
He also referred to Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas in honour of tribal
icon Birsa Munda, and the con-
struction of tribal museums
across the country to mark the
contribution of the community.
He said it is the grand resolve of
AzadiKe Amrit Mahotsav--75th
year of independence celebra-
tions -- that India will revive its
identity and inspirations.
Hailing Netaji's role in the
freedom struggle, Modi de-
scribed him as the person who
established the first independ-
ent government on Indian soil -
- areference to the Azad Hind
government formed in October
1943 in Singapore, and which
subsequently held jurisdictionin
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
“Netaji Subhas ChandraBose
gave India the confidence to
achieve an independent and
prosperous country. With great
pride, self-confidence and
courage, he told the British that1
will not take independence as
alms, Iwill achieveit. Hewas the
personwhoestablished the first
independent government on
Indian soil. Our Netaji's splendid
statue, in a digital form, is being
established nearIndia Gate. Very
soon, in place of this digital
statue, there will beahuge gran-
ite statue,” Modi said.
Hailing Netaji's “can do, will
do” spirit, Modi said: “Netaji said
‘never lose faith in the dream of

PM Modi unveils the hologram in New Delhi, Sunday. P

independent India, there is no
power in the world that can
shake India’. Today, we have a
goal to fulfil the dreams of inde-
pendentIndia. We have the goal
of building a new India before
the 100thyear ofindependence,
which fallsin2047.”

Sunday's event marked the
culmination of year-long cele-
brations of the 125th birth an-
niversary of Netaji, as also the of-
ficial start of the 75th Republic
Day celebrations. At6.35 pm, the
Prime Minister pressed aremote
button and Netaji's hologram
statue came alive over the next
few seconds, along with the sig-
nature tune associated with his
INA, “kadam kadambadhayeja”.

Elaborating on  the
Government's efforts to honour
Netaji, Modi said: “I had the great
fortune of visiting Netaji’s pater-
nal house in Kolkata last year.
And the experience  had cannot
be expressed in words.”

The Prime Minister said he
also cannot forget the day of
October 21,2018, which marked
75 years since the Azad Hind
government was formed. “In
2018, Iwore an INA cap and un-
furled the national flag at Red
Fort. We are also working on an
INA memorial at Red Fort. It is
also the good fortune of our
Government that we got the op-
portunity tomake public thefiles
related to Netaji,” he said.

It was on Friday that the
Prime Minister announced that
a“grand statue” of Netaji will be
installed beneath the canopy at
India Gate, which was empty
since 1968 when the statue of
King George Vwasremoved. The
announcement was made amid
a political row over the
Government's move to put out
the Amar Jawan Jyoti, the flame
burning for five decades at India
Gate in honour of soldiers who
died for the country, aftermerg-
ing it with the flame at the
National War Memorial nearby.

Officials in the Ministry of
Culture said Netaji's hologram
will be in place, powered by a
30,000 lumens 4K projector, un-
til the granite statue is com-
pleted. They said a “90 per cent
transparent” holographic screen
has been erected in such a way
thatitis not visible to visitors.

“The size of the hologram
statue is 28x6 feet, same as the
actual granite statue, and it will
continue to be beamed from
sunset to sunrise everyday till
the actual statue comes in,” an
official said. The graphic model
of the statue has been designed
by a team from the National
Gallery of Modern Art, under its
Director-General ~Adwaita
Gadanayak, while the sculptoris
being shortlisted.

Several steps have been
taken by the Government to ho-

nour Netaji's legacy, including
celebrating his birth anniversary
as Parakram Diwas every year,
and starting the Republic Day
celebrationsadayearly from this
year -- from January 23.

Speaking at Sunday's event,
Home Minister Shah said: “This
will not be just a granite statue
butanexpression of the feelings
that the nation has for Netaji.
There has been an attempt to
push into oblivion many such
personalities who struggled for
India’s freedom. But today, with
the decision to install the Netaji
statue here, the nation is feeling
satisfied and enthusiastic.”

The PM, meanwhile, gave
away this year’s disaster man-
agement awards to Gujarat
Institute of Disaster
Management, and Professor
Vinod Sharma, vice chairman of
Sikkim Disaster Management
Authority. He also gave away the
awards for previous years, going
back upto 2019. The award car-
riesacash prize of Rs 51 lakhand
acertificate in case of an institu-
tion, and Rs 5 lakh and a certifi-
catein case of an individual.

The event was attended by
Union ministers, including
Hardeep Puri and Meenakshi
Lekhi, trustees of the INA, and of-
ficials from the National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA) and Coast Guard.

Modi said during his speech
that the 2001 earthquake in
Gujarat forced the country to
thinkanew aboutdisaster man-
agement. “At that time, the
Gujarat  State  Disaster
Management Act was enacted.
Gujarat was the first state toen-
act such a law. Later, the Union
Government, after being in-
spired by the Gujarat law, en-
acted adisaster managementact
for the whole countryin 2005...It
was this law which helped the
country during the Covid pan-
demic,” he said.

Income of poorest fifth fell 53% in 5 yrs

This stark K-shaped recovery
emerges in the latest round of
ICE360 Survey 2021, conducted
by People’s Research on India’s
Consumer Economy (PRICE), a
Mumbai- based think-tank.

The survey, between April
and October 2021, covered
200,000 households in the first
round and 42,000 householdsin
the second round. It was spread
over 120 towns and 800 villages
across 100 districts.

While the pandemic brought
economic activity to a standstill
foratleast two quartersin 2020-
21andresulted ina7.3%contrac-
tion in GDP in 2020-21, the sur-
vey shows that the pandemic hit
the urban poor mostand eroded
their household income.

Splitting the population
across five categories based on
income, the survey shows that
while the poorest 20% (first quin-
tile) witnessed the biggest ero-
sion of 53%, the second lowest
quintile (lower middle category),
too, witnessed a decline in their
household income of 32%in the
same period. While the quan-
tum of erosion reduced to 9% for
those in the middle income cat-
egory, the top two quintiles —
upper middle (20%) and richest
(20%)— saw their household in-
comerise by 7%and 39%respec-
tively.

The survey shows that the
richest 20% of households have,
onaverage,added moreincome
per household and more pooled
incomeasagroupin the pastfive
years than in any five-year pe-
riod earlier since liberalisation.
Exactly the opposite has hap-
pened for the poorest 20% of
households -- on average, they
have never actually seen a de-

RURAL - URBAN SPLIT OF EACH INCOME SLAB

M Rural M Urban

(%)

T 2016 1

11 18 30 42 56

T 2021 1
31 29

Q1 (Poorest 20%), Q2 (Lower middle 20%), Q3 (Middle 20%)
Q4 (Upper middle 20%), Q5 (Richest 20%)

crease in household income
since 1995. Yet,in2021,inahuge
knockout punch caused by
Covid, they earned half as much
asthey didin2016.

How disruptive this distress
hasbeen for those at the bottom
of the pyramid is reinforced by
the fact that in the previous 11-
year period between 2005 and
2016, while the household in-
come of the richest 20% grew by
34%, the poorest 20% saw their
household income surge by
183% at an average annual
growth rate of 9.9%.

Coming in the run-up to the
Budget, the task for the
Government is cut out.

“As the Finance Ministeris fi-
nalising her budget proposals for
2022-23 to give shape to the
roadmap foreconomicrevival of
the country,” said Rajesh Shukla,
MD and CEO, PRICE, “we need a
K-shaped policy too that ad-
dresses the twoends of the spec-
trumand alot more thinking on
how tobuild the bridge between
thetwo.”

This couldn’t be more timely.
Said PRICE founder and one of
the authors of the survey Rama
Bijapurkar. “Or else, we are back

toataleof twoIndias,a narrative
we thought we were rapidly get-
tingrid of. The good news is that
we have builtafar moreefficient
welfare state for the disbursal of
benefit be it DBT or vaccination
forall.”

The survey showed that
while therichest 20% accounted
for 50.2% of the total household
income in 1995, their share has
jumped t056.3%in2021.0Onthe
other hand, the share of the
poorest 20% dropped from 5.9%
to3.3% in the same period.

AsforIndialnc,ithasbeenin
a better position to weather the
disruption. The pandemicaccel-
erated further formalisation of
the economy with large compa-
nies benefitting at the cost of
smaller ones. The survey also
shows thatwhile job losses were
quite evident among Small and
Medium Enterprises in the ca-
suallabour segment, large com-
panies did not witness much of
that.

Even among the poorest 20
per cent, those in urban areas got
more impacted than their rural
counterparts as the first wave of
Covid and the lockdown led to
stringent curbs oneconomicac-

tivity in urban areas. This re-
sulted in job losses and loss of
income for the casual labour,
petty traders household work-
ers.

Data shows that there has
been arise in the share of poor
incities. While 90 per cent of the
poorest 20 per cent in 2016,
lived in rural India, that number
had dropped to 70 per cent in
2021. On the other hand the
share of poorest 20 per cent in
urban areas has gone up from
around 10 per cent to 30 per

cent now.

“The data shows that casual
labour, petty traders and house-
holdworkersinTier 1and 2 cities
have been hit the most by the
pandemic. During the survey we
noticed that while in rural India
more households had improved
fromlowerincome(Q1)tolower
middle(Q2)and lower middle to
middleincome(Q3),inurbanar-
eas the opposite was noticed —
more Q3 and Q2 households
have reported downward in-
come shifts. Also the rise in
poverty level hasbeenled by the
urban poor;” said Shukla. He fur-
theradded that theriseinaggre-
gate urbanincome compared to
ruralincomeisonaccountofthe
disproportionate gain by the ur-
banrich.

“The elephant in the room s
investment,” said Bijapurkar.
“Inspiring confidence through
long-term policy stability and
improving ease of doing busi-
ness should make the tide rise
againand sweep small business
andindividuals up along withit.
Most big companies are doing
well and don't need more help
but we need to work the econ-
omy for the bottom half.”

New Delhi

God, giving someone respect is
low-cost,evenno-cost...itiseasy
to give him the respect he really
demands —and probably alsode-
serves,” he had said.

Referring toRussia, Schénbach
wentontosay, "l think having this
big country, even if it is not a
democracy,onourside” isimpor-
tant as it will probably keep
“Russia away from China”. He,
however, criticised Russia for its
actions in Chechnya.

As Ukraine objected to the
comments, Schénbach tendered
his resignation late Saturday.
According to a Reuters report, he
said in a statement, "I have asked
Defence Minister Christine
Lambrecht torelieve me frommy
dutieswithimmediate effect.. The
minister has accepted my re-
quest.”

Schénbach's comments come
amid growing unease in Kyivover
Berlin's position vis-a-vis Russia,
withUkraine criticising Germany
for blocking the supply of
weapons to the country through
Nato. Ukraine has also been criti-
cal of Germany’s support for the
Nord Stream 2 pipeline, which will
bring Russian gas directly to the
country, bypassing Ukraine.

On Saturday, Ukraine said
Germany’s actions and words will
“undermine” the unity against
Russiaand “encourage” Putin, and
summoned Germanambassador
AnkaFeldhusen tostress "the cat-
egorical unacceptability” of
Schénbach's comments.

Ukraine’s Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba tweeted on
Saturday, “Recent statements by
Germany about the impossibility
of transferring defence weapons
to Ukraine, in particular due to
permission to third parties, the fu-
tility of returning Crimea, hesita-
tions to disconnect Russia from
SWIFT, do not correspond to the
level of our relations and the cur-
rent security situation.” The SWIFT
system is a global network used
for international payments, and
the West has been considering
cutting off Russia fromit.

Kuleba, however, thanked
Germany for its support, saying,
“Ukraine is grateful to Germany
for its support since 2014, as well
as for its diplomatic efforts to re-
solve the Russian-Ukrainian
armed conflict. But Germany's
current statements are disap-
pointing and run counter to this
support and effort.”

At the event, Schénbach also
spoke about India's "vital role in
regional security and stability" and
China as being "not that nice a
country"”.

Calling Beijing an “important
partner” in certain aspects and a
“strategic competitor” for India, he
added thatits behaviour, however,
“has put pressure upon the inter-
national order”.

“All Indo-Pacific concepts re-
fertotherules-based international
order. However, from my humble
perspective, they seem to differ
from their objectives, differ in the
importance they attach tovarious
policy fields, differ in the relevance
they see for multilateral ap-
proaches, and above all, they dif-
feronthe question of whetherand
how toincorporate the white ele-
phant, whichis China--aregional
power and an emerging world
power that, in some cases, chal-
lenges the rules of the interna-
tional order... tries todesign the fu-
ture global order according to its
own views,” Schénbach said.

CallingIndia “averyimportant
strategic partner” intheregion, he
said, “We have resolved to con-
tinue cooperation with India to-
wards supporting the security and
stability in the region... Without
India, nothing happens here”.

On Pakistan, he said that he
was “well aware” that “when
Germany even gives technology
to Pakistan, it goes one by one
through Pakistan in the direction
ofIndia.”

Canada deaths

recently, and who are now miss-
ing.
Police and relatives said the de-

scriptions of the missing members
of the family from Dingucha — a
39-year-old man, his 37-year-old
wife,and their 17-year-old daugh-
terand four-year-old son — match
with those of the four individuals
who were found frozen to death
in the Canadian province of
Manitoba on Wednesday.

Village sarpanch Mathurji
Thakor said the police had asked
himifhe was aware of the family's
travel plans.

“Ateam from Nardipur police
outpost arrived at my residence
on Saturday to inquire about the
family from our village. They
asked meifIknew any relatives of
the family. We at the panchayat do
notkeep records of people travel-
ling overseas,” Thakor said.

People in the village who
knew the family said they had
flown to Canada last Monday on
visitor visas. This was their first
visit abroad, and they had not
been in touch with their relatives
since Wednesday — the same day
that the four bodies were found
near Emerson town in Canada's
Manitoba province on the coun-
try'sborder with the US. The fam-
ily was part of a group of 11 indi-
viduals from Gujarat who were
allegedly trying to enter the US
from Canada.

Gandhinagar Collector
Kuldeep Arya told The Indian
Express, “We have not received
any official communication from
the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) regarding the identity of
the deceased people yet. The vil-
lagers have been informed of the
same.”

KK Desai, police inspector,
Kalol Taluka police station, said,
“As per our records, the family
went to Canada on visitor visas so
there is no ground for investiga-
tion unless we are intimated by
the MEA... However, a team did
visit the village on Saturday and
we have found that thereisafam-
ily of five there, four of whom had
gonetoCanadaleaving behind the
sexagenarian grandfather. We
have found out that he has now
moved to Ahmedabad to stay
with his younger brother.”

Amritbhai Vakil (69),a relative
of the missing family, said: “I vis-
ited their house on Friday and con-
gratulated the man's father saying
his sonand daughter-in-law were
about tobuild new lives,and there
was nothing to worry. He told me
that he was unable to contact
them. On Saturday, I heard about
the dead Indian family on TV.”

Vakil has been living in the US
for the past 33 years,and is known
as “NRIkaka” in the village. He re-
cently returned to Dingucha, an af-
fluent urban village 40 km from
Gandhinagar, many of whose
bungalows,owned by peoplewho
live either abroad or elsewhere in
Gujarat, stand empty and locked.

As per the census of 2011, the
village had a population of 3,280,
with 1,300 households. Patidars
and Thakors are 40% each of the
population; the rest are made up
by the Prajapati and Darbar com-
munities. The village hasagovern-
ment primary school, a private
senior secondary school,and a pri-
mary health care centre built by
the villagers themselves.

“The people of Dingucha are
basically into business, farming,
and private jobs. Families have
moved outof here to Ahmedabad
and Gandhinagar, and purchased
homes there aswell. TheNRIs usu-
allyreturnto the village every year
for a week during Diwali,” said
Kirit Prajapati, a clerk at
Gandhinagar secretariat building,
who lives in Dingucha.

Vakil said residents of the vil-
lage have been calling relatives
overseas ever since news of the
deathsinCanadabecame known.

“A number of friends from
Dingucha who now live in the US
and Canada contacted me asking
iflwasaware of the identity of the
deceased family. Families in com-
munities such as Patidar, Darbar,
and Thakor are close-knitand part
of the same clan, which means
everyone is distantly related to
each other here,” Vakil said.
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26-yr-old woman molested in bus, 1 held

Gurgaon: A31-year-old manwas arrested
for allegedly molesting a 26-year-old
woman on a bus. Police said he had al-
legedly misbehaved with her and threat-

Rainfall in Jan
so far is capital’s

he denied having molested her. ENS

ened her, and fled after allegedly biting her
thumb. Police said the accused was ar-
rested from Bilaspur. During questioning,
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THE RAINFALL that Delhi received recently shat-
tered previous records to become the highest
amount of rainfall received so far in January from
1901 onwards.

The Safdarjung weather observatory, which
provides representative data for the city, recorded
88.2 mm of rainfall this month, till January 23. This
is the highest amount of rainfall the weather sta-
tion has recorded for the same time frame in the
past 122 years, according to the India
Meteorological Department (IMD). This year’s rain-
fall has surpassed the record that was previously
held — 79.7 mm of rainfall in January 1989.

Between 8.30 am on Saturday and 8.30 am on
Sunday, the Safdarjung station recorded 19.7 mm
of rainfall. Awestern disturbance, which is a storm
that originates in the Mediterranean region,
brought winter rainfall to Delhi over the weekend.

The Palam weather station has recorded a total
of 110 mm of rainfall this month, far in excess of the
normal amount of 10.2 mm.

The maximum temperature recorded Sunday
was 14.9 degrees Celsius, six degrees below nor-
mal for this time of the year. The minimum tem-
perature was 10.5 degrees Celsius,
three degrees above normal.

‘Cold day’ conditions are on the
IMD forecast for Monday. A ‘cold
day’ is recorded when the maxi-
mum temperature dips 4.5 to 6.4
degrees below normal, and the
minimum temperature isless than
or equal to 10 degrees Celsius.

The minimum temperature on
Monday is likely to be 7 degrees
Celsius, while the maximum is
likely to be 16 degrees Celsius.

Inanupdate onSunday evening,
the IMD predicted a fall in mini-
mum temperature by 3 to4 degrees
over most parts of northwest India
over the next 24 hours.

For January 25, the IMD has pre-
dicted cold wave conditions at iso-
lated parts of Delhi, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Punjab, Rajasthan and
Gujarat. A similar cold wave fore-
cast persists for January 26 and 27.
A cold wave is recorded when the
minimum temperature is less than
orequal to4 degrees, or whenitis
4.5 to 6.4 degrees below normal.

Meanwhile, the AQI on Sunday
was 202, in the ‘poor’ category,
having improved from a ‘very
poor’ AQI of 316 on Saturday, go-
ing by the Central Pollution
Control Board bulletins.
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® | Dholera Industrial City Development Limited (DICDL)
d I1 n I E ra (A Government Comgany)

Registered Office : 6" Floor, Block No. 1 & 2, Udhyog Bhavan, Sector-11, Gandhinagar - 382011,
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CAUTION NOTICE
UNDER THE TRADE MARKS ACT, 1999

Our client Dholera Industrial City Development Limited, a company registered under the Indian Companies Act, 2013 having
its registered office at Gandhinagar, Gujarat, India. Our client is in the field of developing Industrial Smart City, Smart
Infrastructure and provide land on lease to the industries.

Our client is the registered proprietor of the trademark d :NIZJ“!E‘!'E (hereinafter referred to as said Trademark) for the
services included in class-36, 37 & 42. It is hereby brought to the notice of the general public and people involved in similar
nature of business that our client is the registered proprietor of the said trademark under the Trade Marks Act, 1999.

Our client uses the said trademark [ label openly, continuously, extensively and uninterruptedly and has acquired substantial
goodwill, association and reputation in the market. Thus, our client has exclusive right to use the said trademark and to
restrain any person/ firm/ entity using a trademark | label which is phonetically, visually and structurally similar to our
client's trademark as the said use will amount to infringement as per the provisions of the Trademarks Act, 1999

Hence, the members of the trade and general public are hereby cautioned that for unauthorized use of said trademark | label
and | or use of any identical andjor deceptively similar word | trademark | label or part thereof, in any manner i.e.
advertisement | promotional activities, website, hoarding, strict legal actions will be initiated against all those responsible
for any such unauthorized use.

Our client has also come to know that various Builders, Real Estate developers and allied people have started using similar
trademark/label as that of our client's Trademark and its essential feature. Our Client clearly gives this warning caution
notice and warns such persons and]or entities to refrain from using the similar name | trademark [ label in respect of same
or similar goods and/or services failing which our client will be taking civil as well as criminal legal action against such
infringers. Further, if any entity/person provides its services or goods by passing off or show association of their services
and goods as that coming from our client, will be liable for Passing Off action under the law.

Public, traders and service providers are invited to report us andfor our client for any instance of transaction relating to
infringing goods or services offered under an identical and/or deceptively similar trade mark/label of our client.

Y. J. TRIVEDI & CO. JATIN Y. TRIVEDI
Trademark attorney & advocate (info@yjtrivedi.com) Attorney & Advocate

JAMNALAL BAJA] FOUNDATION

Nominations Invited

44th JAMNALAL BAJAJ] NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL
AWARDS - 2022 FOR GANDHIAN ‘WARRIORS’

The Man - Jamnalal Bajaj was among the stalwarts who gave of himself
completely-mind, bodyand soul to India's freedom movement. Jamnalalji
overreached himself in making words into deeds and in implementing the
Constructive Programme of Gandhiji, be it Khadi, Dalit - welfare, women
emancipation, ethics in business, or preservation of cattle-wealth through
Goseva. So much so that Mahatma Gandhi adopted him as his 'fifth son'.

The Awards - To promote and propagate Jamnalalji's philanthropic vision
as also Gandhian ideology of rural development, the Jamnalal Bajaj
Foundation instituted four Awards, which have come to be regarded as
most coveted in respective fields.

National Award for
Constructive Work

For contribution in any of or all the
development areas of Mahatma
Gandhi's Constructive Programmes,
to create a selfreliant community in
rural India.

— EACHAWARD COMPRISES

Cash Prize¥ 10 Lakhs | Trophy | Citation

International Award for
Promoting Gandhian
Values Outside India

National Award for
Development & Welfare
of Women & Children

National Award for
Application of Science &
Technology for Rural Development

Only to a foreign national.

For contribution, outside India in
promoting Gandhian principles like
wvision for peace, nonwiolence,
harmony of human life with nature
and moral conscience.

Only to a woman.

For contribution towards education,
skills training, healthcare, literacy,
livelihood activities, holistic
development, advocacy, etc. of
women and children.

For contribution through adaptable,
affordable, replicable appropriate
grassroots technologies, which has

resulted in economic, social and
ecological development of rural people.

National & International Awards: 31st January, 2022
Last Date

for (O VI IRt www.jamnalalbajajawards.org/nomination-forms
Nominations www.jamnalalbajajfoundation.org; www.jamnalalbajajawards.org
Email: nominations@jamnalalbajajfoundation.org

For more details contact: Secretary, Jamnalal Bajaj Foundation,

y_________ 4
hajaj umup 2nd flr., Bajaj Bhawan, Jamnalal Bajaj Marg, 226 Nariman Point, Mumbai-400021 India
— Tel: 91:22-22023626 Ext: 241/244/245 & 249

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JBFMumbai
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‘NO ENTRY’ Zone
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For Commercial
GGoods Vehicles

ONLINE

s

- https://www.delhitrafficpolice.nic.in
for online application

Application for the year 2022 can be submitted online from

25 January to 24 February 2022

Once the permission is granted, the applicant will receive an SMS/e-mail on his
registered mobile/e-mail for depositing the requisite sticker Free online. The permission
will be sent to be applicant online from where he can download the No Entry Sticker

All the documents requited to be
uploaded in original with validity
(upto the required) shall be
entered online at the time of
application
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Download App From
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VACCINATIONSIN | OMICRON DELHI: TOTAL Total Vacant NOIDA
LAST 24 HOURS CASES CASES HOSPITALBEDS 15,411 |12,977 Jan22|Jan23
14,246 549 1791711 licusens 4,444 13622 | cases [101 |968

. Cases | Recoveries | Deaths | Tests Deaths |0 0
PATENTSINHOSPITAL:2424 | |, | o | "ot | Dot | om0
OXYGEN SUPPORT 650 Jan23 | 9,197 13,510 34 69,022 Cases 2505 |2102
VENTILATOR SUPPORT 164 | toai 154246" 1 1711845 | 25,620 | 3,44,70,770

*Total active cases in Delhi Deaths |2 1

NO NEW SUMMONS ISSUED, SAY OFFICIALS

Punjab elections round the corner, Kejriwal
says ED set to arrest Health Minister Jain

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal claimed Sunday that
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
officials were set to arrest Health
Minister Satyendar Jain ahead of
the Assembly polls in Punjab.
“We have learnt through our
sources that the EDisabouttoar-
rest Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain just ahead of the
polls in Punjab. They are wel-
come. The Centre has raided
Satyendar Jain twice earlier and
has come up empty handed. If

—— BRIEFLY —

18-year-old
beatenup
afterrow
overvideo

Gurgaon: An 18-year-old
manwas allegedly beaten
up by 15-20 men at
Sakatpur village after an
argument over sharing a
video clip on social media.
Police said he suffered
multiple injuries and is
undergoing treatment at
a private hospital. No ar-
rests have been made yet,
police said. Police said the
incident took place
around 2 pm Thursday
when the victim, Mohit
Khan, was out with two
friends. Dinkar, SHO of
Badshahpur police station,
said the victim had up-
loaded avideo clip featur-
ing the accused on
Instagram and they had
objected toit: “.. They beat
him up over this. Two ac-
cused have been named in
the FIRand the restare un-
known. Raidsareontoar-
rest them.” An FIR was
registered against the ac-
cused under IPC sections
148,149,323 and 506, said
police. Alleging laxity in
the probe, Mohit’s father
Mustafa Khan said police
only added bailable sec-
tions in the FIR: “My son
had no enmity with the
accused.” Gurgaon Police
spokesperson Subhash
Boken said they are seek-
ing legal opinion on addi-
tional sections that canbe
added.

Man attacks
wife, hangs

himself

New Delhi: A 32-year-old
man committed suicidein
Ghaziabad after allegedly
attacking his wife with a
blade at her mother’s
house in West Delhi. Police
said the man assumed his
wife died and fled. He
went back to hishome and
hanged himself, said po-
lice. Urvija Goel, DCP
(West), said, “The couple
got married recently but
often fought over petty is-
sues. The woman moved
in with her mother last
week. The man stayed at
their house for a day. On
Thursday evening, when
his mother-in-law went to
the market, he attacked his
wife.” The woman was
taken to DDU hospital
where doctors said she lost
alot of blood. A constable
donated blood. ENS

Harmeet
SinghKalkais
new DSGMC
president

New Delhi: Harmeet
Singh Kalka of the
Shiromani Akali Dal
(Badal) was elected pres-
ident of the Delhi Sikh
Gurdwara Management
Committee Saturday
amid heated arguments
among members. Voting
had to be stopped after a
member revealed his
vote publicly. PTI

they want to come again, they are
most welcome,” Kejriwal said.
ED officials said that while Jain
had been called for questioning
last month, no new summons
had been issued to him recently.
Kejriwal alleged that the ED’s
actions were politically moti-
vated: “Whenever the BJP is on
the verge of losing polls, they
unleash their agencies. It is obvi-
ous that there will be raids and
arrests. We are not scared be-
cause when you are walking the
path of truth, these hurdles al-
ways come up. The BJP
government at the Centre is
welcome to send other agencies

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

ON JANUARY 10, a headline
flashed across news portals
around the globe: “Uganda re-
opens schools after world’s
longest Covid-19 shutdown.” In
India’s capital, however, re-
peated and extended closures
have meant primary and middle
school children have barely at-
tended physical school since the
beginning of the pandemic.

According to UNESCO's ‘global
date sheet on the duration of
school closures’, which has data
on the number of weeks of full
and partial closure in every coun-
try between March 2020 and
October 21, 2021, schools were
closed inUganda for 83 weekstill
then — 60 weeks of full closure
and 23 weeks of partial closure.

India follows with 82 weeks
of closure, along with Nepal and
Bolivia, with 25 weeks of full
closure and 57 weeks of partial
closure.

However, these country-
wide figures do not reflect re-
gional variations in an opening
and closing process that has to
some extent been carried out in
a decentralised way in India.
From March 1, 2020, to October
31,2021, Delhi schools were shut
for 85 weeks or approximately
19 months — fully closed for 65
weeks, partially for 20 weeks.

Other major metropolitan
cities in India, with varying Covid
circumstances, have had differ-
ent reopening timelines:

M In Kolkata for instance,
schools have not opened for pri-
mary and middle school children
for even a single day since they
first closed on March 14, 2020.

M In Mumbai, schools re-
opened after the first extended
closure on October 4, 2021, for
classes VIII to XII. They had re-
opened for classes I to VIl as well
on December 15 before closing
completely on January 3 with
the onset of the current wave.
The local government has now
decided that schools will reopen
for all grades, including pre-pri-
mary, on Monday.

B Ahmedabad tried opening
for classes VI to VIII earlier in
February 2021 before closing on
March 18 due to the second wave.
These grades opened again on
September 2, followed by classes
[to V on November 22. Schools
closed for classes I-IX on January
8 because of the current wave.

W Delhi itself has shuttled be-
tween opening and closing mul-
tiple times. Schools first opened
for classes IX to XII in January
2021 before they closed on April

Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain

such as the CBI, Income Tax,
Delhi Police, and any others
along with the ED. If they want

to arrest someone alongside
Satyendar Jain, they can do that
too. We have never done any-
thing wrong. I have beenraided,
so has Manish Sisodia and
Satyendar Jain. Twenty-one of
our MLAs have been arrested.
All these matters have been dis-
charged by the court. In this case
too, he will be arrested, will get
bail in 5-10 days.”

Pointing to ED raids against
Punjab CM Charanjit Channi’s
nephew, Kejriwal said the two
cases were different.

“We are neither scared of go-
ing to jail nor of your raid. We
will not whine like Channiji. We

HARDLOOK

will not panic... Why is he pan-
icking? Because he hasindulged
inwrong-doing and he has been
caught. When ED officers con-
ducted the raid there, they were
counting thick wads of notes.
The people of Punjab were
shocked. We are not scared. We
want to say to BJP and agencies,
send all your people. We are not
scared. Why just Satyendar Jain,
send them to me, send them to
the house of Bhagwant Maan
(AAP's Punjab CM face) as well.
When the agencies come, we
will welcome them with a big
smile. We aren’t scared,”
Kejriwal said.

School’s out

The pandemic has thrown the schooling system out of gear across the country. The
situation is pronounced in Delhi, which has seen extended closures owing to intense Covid
waves as well as air pollution. Officials and experts weigh in on the road ahead

Delhi itself has shuttled between opening and closing
multiple times. Archive

“100% vaccination of
students will helpusin
shifting from online
education to offline. Now
that Covid casesare
declining, and most
studentsin higher classes
have beeninoculated, a
proposal may be placed
before the DDMA for
reopening schools”

MANISH SISODIA, DEPUTY CM

9 with the onset of the second
wave. Schools then opened for
these grades from September.

The capital had also ventured
into reopening for pre-primary,
primary and middle school stu-
dents from November 1. But
within two weeks, physical
classes for all grades were sus-
pended from November 15 over
rising air pollution levels. Schools
reopened for all grades on
November 29 and were ordered
to shut yet again within days, cit-
ing pollution, on December 2.
The year 2021 saw Delhi’s
longest ‘air pollution closure’.

While schools briefly opened
for classes VIto Xl for 10days, they
closed completely on December
29. The net result is that schools
have been permitted to open for
primary classes for 18 days since
the start of the pandemic.

Amid the third wave, discus-
sions around reopening centre
around speeding up vaccination
for 15-17- year-olds. Immunisa-
tion against Covid-19 opened up
for this age group on January 3
and the government is aiming to
vaccinate 100%eligible teenagers
by January 30.

“100% vaccination of students
will help us in shifting from on-
line education to offline. Now
that the Covid cases are declin-
ing, and most students in higher
classes have been inoculated, a
proposal may be placed before
the Delhi Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) for reopening

schools,” said Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia.

Experts, parents speak

A Delhi education depart-
ment official said they are
keen on reopening schools. “We
now have the example of
Maharashtra,and there are global
examples in favour of opening
them. There is medical evidence
that Covid affects young children
less. But people who must make
this decision have to do so based
on logic and evidence and not
perception,” the official said, re-
ferring to the DDMA.

“There needs to be more clar-
ity on how we will handle this
moving forward, at what stage
these steps need to be taken.
Between the second and third
wave, there was a substantial
time when we could have
opened,” the official said.

Yamini Aiyar, president,
Centre for Policy Research, said
that by keeping schools closed to
reduce the spread of Covid, the
trade-off in terms of children's
learning is huge.

“When the pandemic first set
inhere, we experimented witha
harshlockdown and realised that
the economic consequences are
huge. When the second wave
took place with the Delta variant,
which was deadlier, we entered a
more measured lockdown be-
cause we had learnt from past ex-
perience. We never made that
choice for schools... One thing
that has made governments re-
calcitrant has been elite voices,
where there is an assumption
that online learning can be a sub-
stitute. We found different ways
to work around our economic
lives sensibly. It would only make
sense that we could have found
different ways of opening schools
with proper SOPs, and over time
we would have found ways to
overcome hesitancy as well. But
there was nobody to lobby for
this while traders’ associations
and business owners’ associa-
tions lobbied hard to open the

ACROSS STATES

DELHI

MARCH 12, 2020:
Schools closed

JAN 18, 2021: Opened for
class X, XII

FEB 5: Opened for class
IX, XI

APRIL 9: Schools closed
again

SEPT 1: Reopened again
for class IX-XII

NOV 1: Fully opened for
all grades

NOV 15: Fully closed
NOV 29: Schools opened
DEC 3: Fully closed

DEC 18: Partially opened
for class VI-XII

DEC 29: Fully closed

MUMBAI
MARCH 20, 2020:
Schools closed

0CT 4, 2021: Opened for
class VIII-XII

DEC 15: Opened for class
I-VII

JAN 3,2022: Closed for
all

KOLKATA

MARCH 14, 2020:
Schools closed

NOV 16, 2021: Opened
for class IX-XII

JAN 3,2022: Closed
again

AHMEDABAD
MARCH 16,2020: All
schools closed
JAN11,2021: Class X and
Xll opened

FEB 1: Classes IX and XI
opened

FEB 18: Class VI-VIII
opened

MARCH 18: Closed for
all classes

JULY 15: Class XIl opened
JULY 26: Class IX-XI
opened

SEPT 2: Class VI-VIII
opened

NOV 22: Class I-V opened
after 20 months

JAN 8-31, 2022: Classes
I-IX closed

economy,” she said.

In the first survey to indicate
how learning levels among chil-
dren have beenimpacted because
of schools being shut during the

The CM did not say what case
the ED would arrest Jain under.

The ED had, in 2017, regis-
tered a case against Jain under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) on the
basis of an FIR filed by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

The CBI complaint had said
that Jain could not explain the
source of funds received by four
companies in which he was a
shareholder. It had registered a
case against him, his wife and
four others on charges of al-
leged money laundering. The
CBI had also questioned him in
the case earlier.

pandemic, the latest Annual
Status of Education Report (ASER),
conducted in March last year in
rural Karnataka, showed that
reading and numeracy skills
among children have taken a big
hit, especially among students in
primary classes.

In the two years between
2018 and now, the survey found
that the percentage of students
inClassIV, for example, who can-
not recognise even a letter in
Kannada, went from 5.1%in 2018
to 12% in 2020. For students in
Class], this percentage went from
40.3%in 2018 to 56.8% in 2020.

Numeracy skills were im-
pacted too. For example, the
percentage of childrenin Class |
who cannot recognise digits be-
tween 1 and 9 went up from
29.7% in 2014 to 42.6% in 2020.
For Class V students, this figure
was 2.3% in 2014 and now
stands at 4.6%.

Several parents, too, have
been petitioning against ex-
tended school closures.

In the last few months,
lawyer Tanya Aggarwal has been
balancing work, taking care of
her six-year-old son, and keep-
ing up with global research on
school closure and its effect,and
Covid in children. Sheisalsoavo-
cal advocate against extended
and repeated closures especially
atthe primary level. To this end,
she has been drafting petitions,
gathering signatories for them,
writing articles, and pushing for
this on social media.

“A small group of us started
thinking about it around
February last year, which marked
almost one year of school closure.
But then the second wave hit. In
June, we started efforts with full
steam. Honestly, till then we had
alsobeenreally scared, we didn’t
know much about Covid and
since online access itself was not
a problem for my child, it hadn’t
hit hard till then. For many, edu-
cation s a ticket for upward mo-
bility, it can define your life. Ican’t
believe so many children are be-
ing deprived of that on the pre-
text of online learning. Even for
those with online access, the en-
gagement is not meaningful es-
pecially for younger children.
They learn so much from each
other,” she said.

Currently, sheis circulating a
petition requesting Delhi au-
thorities to open schools first
when they move into lifting the
current set of restrictions. She
has gathered more than 1,000
signatories.

(WITHINPUTS FROM
RITUSHARMA,
SANTANU CHOWDHURY
& PALLAVISMART)

Cases dip, govt to bring up easing restrictions with L-G

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

DELHI REPORTED 9,197 Covid
cases Sunday at a positivity rate
of 13.32%, as a little over 69,000
tests were conducted in the city.

The positivity rate on
Saturday stood at 16.36%. The
positivity rate, which is the share
of people who test positive out of

those who get tested each day, is
an indicator of the spread of the
disease in the community and
has been coming down steadily
over the past week. Last week,
the positivity rate stood at 27%.
The Delhi government,
which is in favour of easing the
restrictions that were imposed
in view of the increased cases
earlier this month, is expected to
bring it up with L-G Anil Baijal

again in the DDMA meeting this
week.

“We are looking at partially
reopening schools, removing re-
strictions from markets, and re-
opening restaurants in the com-
ing week or so. This is primarily
because after a very quick in-

Delhi reported 9,197 Covid
cases on Sunday. Amit Mehra

crease in the number of cases,
there is a sudden decline now,
this was expected. Also, even as
casesrose, the number of people
who were hospitalised re-
mained low. All of these are
hopefulsigns,” said a senior gov-
ernment official.

While the government was
infavour of easing restrictions in
markets last week, the L-G ob-
jected to the proposal.

New Delhi

In Delhi, a murder
inspired by crime
shows, with eye on
social media fame

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

WHEN THE Telugu crime drama
Pushpa - The Rise released last
month, a group of teenagers liv-
ing in a Northwest Delhi neigh-
bourhood were hooked. They
were so taken in by the movie
that they copied the look and
mannerisms of the titular char-
acter played by actor Allu Arjun,
and even started a gang called
Badnaam along with 10-15 boys.
Their fascination, however, took
a dark turn when three boys
from the group allegedly killed
a24-year-old man inside a park
on January 19.

Police said the victim, Shibu
Hussain, had objected to the
boys playing gilli danda there.
The three allegedly beat him up
before stabbing him to death.
The act was filmed by one of the
boys, and police said they
were planning to upload it on
Instagram to become “popular”.

DCP (Northwest) Usha
Rangnani said her team re-
ceived a call from the hospital
about the victim. “CCTVs near
the spot were scanned and our
team managed to apprehend
the three boys within 12 hours.
We feel we reached in time; the
boys were about to post the
video online. I saw it and it was
brutal. We found that they were
inspired by movies and wanted
more followers on social media.
They also wished to ‘inspire’
their friends by this act...,” said
the DCP.

ACP Tilak Chandra Bisht’s
team caught the boys, who were
changing their hideouts, and re-
covered a sharp weapon from
their possession.

During questioning, the trio,
aged 15, 16 and 17, revealed that
they recently watched Pushpa
and the crime series Bhaukaal.
“The boys also followed many
gangsters on social media. They
wanted the same life. They did-
n'tseem afraid of being arrested;
they believe they will be re-
leased in 3-6 months and can go
back home,” said an officer.

Their families said they did-
n’'t know the boys were into
crime movies.

The mother of the 15-year-
old boy told The Indian Express, “I
lost my husband years back and
I am dependent on contractors
for small work. [ don’t think my
son can kill someone. Police told

The 3 boys
allegedly
killed aman
named
Shibu (left)
inside a park
onJan 19,
said police

me he’s inspired by some movie;
[ have never even heard of it. |
thought he didn’t have a social
media account.”

The other two families run
small shops in the area.

Said the father of the 16-
year-old boy: “We thought he
likes to act as he always talked
about movies. We got him a
phone because he said he
wanted to work. He dropped out
of school years ago. We regret
everything now. Police said he
beat up a man and then used a
dagger. How can I believe that?
We don’t have the money to get
him out or get a lawyer.”

The victim’s family said he
was heading home after work
when he was attacked.

“He didn’t have a fixed job
and worked as a labourer... He
was walking near the house
and the boys brutally attacked
him. Neighbours called us and
we found him lying in a pool of
blood. There was nobody to
help us. We rushed him to the
hospital, but the doctors said he
was dead. What was his fault?
These boys should be booked
under stricter sections. [ heard
they were filming the inci-
dent...,” said Kesar Hussain,
Shibu’s father. He and his wife
work as labourers.

Police said the boys are active
on Instagram and often posted
reels/videos where they lip-
synced or danced to Bollywood
songs. In many posts, they can be
seen hurling abuses and talking
about guns, violence, and smok-
ing. They have also posted videos
of themselves standing outside
police stations.

They called themselves
‘Badnaam’, ‘sher’, ‘gangster’. The
bio of one of the boys reads - “ad-
dress- mukadma no./302..307/”
—ostensibly referring to IPC sec-
tion 302 and 307 for murder and
attempt to murder.

Police said they are checking
their social media accounts and
are trying to counsel the
teenagers, who have been sent
toajuvenile home.

Man who ‘molested’
PhD student on JNU
campus arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

DAYS AFTER a PhD student of
Jawaharlal Nehru University was
allegedly molested by a motorist
oncampus, police said they have
arrested a 27-year-old man in
connection with the case. The
accused was identified and
caught after more than a hun-
dred CCTVs were scanned inand
around the vicinity.

The woman was taking a
stroll on the campus around
11.45 pm Monday when the ac-
cused, who was on a scooter, al-
legedly molested her. After the
woman raised an alarm, he
managed to escape. A case of
outraging the modesty of a
woman was registered.

On Sunday, police arrested a
man named Akshay Dolai. He
runs a mobile repair and SIM
shop at Bhikaji Cama Place and
lives with his wife and two chil-
dren in Munirka.

According to police, Akshay
was drunk at the time of the in-
cident. On Monday night, he
was on his scooter outside the
JNU campus when he saw three
women walking inside. He fol-
lowed them and wasn’t stopped
at the entry gates. The women
reached their hostel, but he kept
driving inside the campus, po-
lice said.

He then found the PhD stu-
dent jogging towards the East
Gate. He followed her and al-
legedly stopped her at an iso-

lated spot. The student thought
the man wanted to ask her for di-
rections but he allegedly mo-
lested her.

Police said the woman took
out her phone to call PCR. The ac-
cused got scared, snatched her
phone, and escaped from the
West gate.

DCP (Southwest) Gaurav
Sharma said, “We received in-
formation at night and went to
the campus. We checked the
registers at the entry gates but
found no entry related to the ac-
cused or his vehicle. It was diffi-
cult; the woman was also trau-
matised. The CCTVs at JNU
didn’t have clear video quality
and we had to check other
footage; we scanned over 1,000
CCTVsinthe area.”

The investigating team used
the footage and mapped the
route taken by Akshay and found
he went back to Munirka.

“After he left the campus, he
went to Nelson Mandela Marg
but saw police pickets there and
drove to Ring Road. We identi-
fied him and then arrested him
from his house,” said DCP
Sharma.

Police said that during ques-
tioning, Akshay confessed to his
crime. He told police that six
years ago, he used towork at the
railway reservation counter in-
side the campus.

Police said they had recov-
ered the student’s phone, clothes
worn by Akshay at the time of
the incident, and the scooter
seenin the CCTV footage.
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Mumibain
Restructuring education
in real terms

Focussing on multi-disciplinary and skill-based learning, NEP 2020 is being implemented across the country
on i mission mode to provide holistic education to students in today's competitive scenario. The Maharashtro
task force has suggested a three-phase plan of execution

tky o s Lo pesiroe-
iure our  cducation
secion the Ministry
of Human Resource
Development  intro-
duced  the Naticoal EFducation Policy
(MWEF) 2020 almost two vears s, The
miove was widely approcisted and wel-
comed by the socicly as NEP 20020 em-
phasizes on providing hodistee, muli-dis-
ciplinary cducation to students, Witk an
orientation Ly promote eotreprersearstig
over Jobs, the prime focus of NEP is on
providing skill education cight from pre-
school 1o Class X1 and eogpower each
atudent lovat beast one voeatbonal skl

The key recommendations of NEP
20200 for higher education are — mul-
tiphe exit oplions, expansion of online
learning, ancacademic bank of credil al-
TIowing studenits to move Belwesn cours-
e and knstitutions and a central eouncil
for higher education. The policy also
suppests "aboliEhing the current svstem
of alliliated colleaes by providine *srad-
el atonomy’ and replacing the lsderal
struciure with Baege moli-disciplinary
university complexes.” This was the firss
time after 34 vears thal the aducation
policy of the cowntey was revised 1o meet
the changing needs of Indian and inter-
national educaiion standards,

Since NEP 20205 introduction in
Juily 208200, & Int has changel in the edu-
citliom sector foday, Curricula e been
tweaked in sehools o inclede suljects
stch as fnancial litersoy and artificial in-
Lelbigence. When it comes (o (e mediom
of instruetion in schools and colleges, the
mother tongue or-a regional lengeape
Fiars been introduced ona pilol basis, This
applies even to engineering courses amnd
a few instilutes chose o implement this
irtitiative in the 202122 academic wan

Ab the sehool level. the lirst step will
b tovinvest in teachers who can speak
rituliple Fnguages, Corcently, mosily
teachers speak Enclish, a reglonal lan-
puape andfor Hindi. Under NEP 200243,
schools and collepes must rain teach-
ers b additional languages or hive
mare stall.

The primary
objective of MEP
2020 was o re-
duce undue fbeos
on the Class T
and Class 12
board  exams,
Consegquently.
board exams admin-
tsteved by the CRSE will
have a higher number of mwlti-
ple-choice and analviical gues-

NITIE

aated i the Finan-
clal capltal of India
anl slathlished
in 19635 Naton-
al Institute of Industrial

chamoe Wy

pramme i WNITIE cxposes
shindends b the  corponale
waorld pnd  gives them &
demaonsinaly

grooms business leaders

batch  receive Pre-Place-
el {0, andd thie res e
placed in prestiplous organ-
i=itions with Bigh renumer-
aticrn., Deee to ils remarkable

r &
%__ in

trics like BESL consuolting,
=TT,
I Analbytlics, The bnsthiiate
hars s signed MOUs with

Liomng froam this yvear onwards,

In schools, subjects such as lnancisl
literacy, data science and actilicial intel-
ligemoe will be offered o stiadents onan
optional besis. As part of this initiative,
CESE tied up with Microsoll fo help stu-
dents of Chass VIV work on eoding-re-
lated modubes from the 2021-22 aca-
demic year onwards,

MEP 2020 also allows the top 10D
universitics in ndia to offer online de-
pree courses Lo make them
affordable  and  Improse
accessibility. Following
this, ooline  pladforms

are nffering a range of
courses in parinership
witly institules
. In Maharashira, a
i task Torce has been
st wp that has nees
ommended  imple-
meenlingy MNEF 20200
ihree  phases,
From proposing

g iransition Fom o
o threeyear  bache
W lors programme o
; i Lhree or Bour-vear

programme  with a
linal year focus on
research,. W offering

?r:’:."'_‘._,e_

i W,

piversiny status 1o facge group ool in-
stitutions with proven academic record,
the state task roe committer his made
severdl recommendations in the short-
term implementation plan, which will
ned require fnancial resources,

In the boig-tecm plan, it has endorsed
olfering universal free digital righis to all
learners in the State, The task force has
identified 18 provisions in NEP that can
be immediately  implemented - through
simple directives, ffering a plo for o
fowr-yerr depree programme,  starting
post-doctoral programmes in universi-
T, epmabling digital adjonct Tewlty for
forcign unlversitles on board and en-
abling prowisions for radionalisation of
fees and reforming fee regulstory policies
are Incladed, The need 1o define a du-
atl-depree mode of operation and collabo-
ration ard creation of an academic Bank
al eredits were Included in the medl-
wmmi-term plan, which oeeds somie furds,

Further, the report by the task force
estimated an annual - investment  for
state-wide digital  trapslormation  to
b avownd Rs 3,000 croce for about
30 lakh student beneliciaries. starting
from 10 lakhin 2022-23, This comes
to aropnd Bz 10,000 annually per
child, which is just & 12-15% increase
froomm current costs.

ADVERTORIAL
An initiative by
RIE(D"

MBA at KJ SIM : Come
and avail the freedom
of possibilities

ith a1 stromg legacy of 4600 yours, K] Somaiyva

[nstitute of Management bas been o ploneer
in mapagement education. K SIM olfers & variety
ol MBA progrms with an endeivour o constantly
evnlve with the changing times and deselop Riture
leaders for the upeoming industry disruptions. Li-
cated inoa Jush green beautill campus in the heard
of Mumbai, KJ 816 offers management programs
Lo cater 1o the choicg of stedentz and demeands of
the industey, Besides the fagship MBA program, we
alsoy prowide niche programs such as MBA Exccutive,

¢ 1, SoMAA STITUTE

sasmabab : :
AEADTMIC BUILDIN G

MEBA Sporis Monospement, MBA Healtheare Man-
apement; and MBA Parl-Time programs e mid-ca-
revr professionals, Through our MBA progrms, we
present a myrlad of eclectic & wholesome opporiani-
Liess bor students o advance their aspirations of being
management professionals and entrepreneurs, We
cultivate management skills by focussing on s robuost
vurriculum, leverasing our strong corporale con-
nect and growing our strong alumnd base. Stadents
ure encouraged o cngage in exr-carricular ac-
tivities, be part of varios studenls commitiess and
participate in Bschool competitions. We strive Bor
o students wachioae bolistic development so that
alomg with knowledge and skillz, they also gain the
ahility oy be agile, sdapiable, and inclusive, culminat-
img into swellrounded compassionate individuals,

D, Megha Gupia

Asxsigtant Professor OB & HR

K] SIM

PRICG,  and

Ingineering {MITIE), is a
feuding, B-School for man-
sl clucalion in Ins
dia. Herabded a= ihe "Mecca
al Supply Chain’, NITIE isa
pigmear in epecations and
supply chaln management,

Banked 13th by NIKE
(Minisiry of  Edduwentbon,
Goyi al Indin} amaag man-
agemenl  insliluiing 0
the couniry in 20290), the
fndusiry-orienlsl  coorses
b dormatng like sirategy &
copsulling, limance, maar-
Eeling, UITes, EHS and
Austiwinability attract slu-
derds lrom diverse back-
arpunds. apen a plethora
al diverse mindsets wnd in-
culeate managerizl skills in
students wilch keep them
sepchaiend iond imdusiry realy
o the ever-changing mar-
kel sremirin,

MITIE  alag hous-
cs @ world-class  lbrary
with over 33,0001 books,
L0 bound  volumes
af  periodicals and 237
techeical publications en-
compassing & wide varl-
ey of subjecis. Dnder 1l
visionpry  leadership  of
Shri Shashi Kiran Shetty,
Chairman ol e Bowrd
and Frol Mano] Euwmiar
Tiwsar, Director of e in-
stitute. MITIE hos been de-
livering countless busingess
Lewders to the warld.

The Flagship [nicrna-
it Corporate Event = Al-
ARTAN, Leadership Tulks
from lop profesionals -
Doz, o warions ather
cvents host some of the
wirels remmvinad business
cxecutives and corporiates
al MITIE, Threwgh these
cients, students hone their
feaglership skills, adminis-
fradive expericnee and de-
velop the art of teamballd-
ing il coordination,

The cight-week
summer  internship  pro-

their hility and skills Ty
wildressing real-world chal-
lenges for lesding argani-
sathons &seress all sectoes.
More than 30% of ihe

pool of tulent. BITIE =tu-
clenits ine seup it afler by top
recrubiers around the world
from a varicly of indos-

piey veparied internationl
universities which help sio-
denes o devedoge themselves
by wiilising verbous aeadem-
o exchange proprivmmes,

T SETEM AN LN YA ST
i B ] Saneyn Ty ol Marsgyeend
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BE DISTINCT:

IT OPENS VISTAS OF OPPORTUNITIES

NITIE Mumbai

Mational Institute of
Industrial Engineering
{Ministry of Education, Govi. of India)

PGDIE 2022-24
PGDSM 2022-24

Application closes on
28t Feb 2022

OPEN
ADMISSIONS

| Muthanal Instituts of Industrial Enginesring (NITIE) Munbai has been Hasked- 125 under
Ipdie Rankings 2021: Monngement category by MHED.-NIRF

i FPOGDIE is & Flagship and oo unique coniran for developing fechoo-managers with cross-Mnctiossl
! capabilitiea

' PGOEM provides students with akills & knowledge in the new business confext of suastainable
| walus creaticn

\Eligibility criteria -
11, Walid GATE seor an af June 15, 2022

il. Bachelor's degree or its equivalent in any Engineering ¢ Technology bronch with minimuem
E0% nggregate marke (relaxed by 5% in case of 50 ! BT ! PwD candidataea)

| 3. Finnl year studests can also apply, provided they gualify tho obove criteria for cxaminstion
nppeared at time of applicntion & submit their result Intest by September 30,2082

NITIE Admin Block | Vihar Lake Rd
P.O: NITIE | Mumbai | Maharashtra - 400 087

(+91-22-2803 5251 | admission.ieZnitie.ac.in |admission.smEnitie.ac.in

K ] Somaiya Institute of Management
Programmes Offered

@ MBA - 540+supernumerary seats
P |l
'w MBA - Healthcare Management (HCM) - 30 seats
{]]=[[|a MBA - Sports Management (SM) - 30 seats

ghn MBA Executive - 30 seats

&3 MBA - Part Time Management Programme - 240 seats

Eligibility Criteria (Two-Year Full-Time MBA)

* Craduabes in any discipline with aggregate 2% marks from any LHGC-
dpproved college & recognized University, Fresh graduates may also apply,

mp Anpeared for CAT 20320 7 XAT 2022/ CMAT 20227 NMAT 2021 {only first
attempt of the aspirant) or AT NValid scores of last three vears are
accepted for GMAT ie. from OI/OL2019 to 31501/ 2022)

ADMISSIONS OPEN FOR AY 2022-23!

Apply Mow

K | Somaiya Institute of Management,
Samalya Vidyavibar Unkversity, Vidyavihar {East),
Mumbai &00 07FF
Maharashtra, india
admissions Office Email: admissionsimsn@samansa.edo
Phone; +21 22 5728 3292 [ 93 | 77
Website: simar.somaiyaedu

Application Deadline
3=t January, 2022

SCAN HERE TO
KROW MORE!
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DECISION

2022

DHIRENDRASINGH

BJP candidate Jewar
(Gautam Buddh Nagar)

TOTALASSETS
110,32,71,114
MOVABLE ASSETS
3,0042,744

Self:32,78,37,326
Wife:322,05,418

IMMOVABLE ASSETS:
Self:37,32,28,370
Wife: Nil
PROFESSION: Farmer

baa (thisis what UP has)’.

I HErREBY DECLARE

HASHTAG POLITICS

mein sab ba (UP has everything)’, extolling the “achieve-
ments” of the BJP government, Bhojpuri artiste Neha
Singh Rathore hit back with ‘UP mein ka ba (what does
UP have)’. Now, the Twitter handle of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Uttar Pradesh has pinned another jin-
gle set to the same tune on its profile, tilted ‘UP mein ee

1.6KLIKES, 44K RETWEETS IN 37 HOURS

e ‘Migration’ matter

‘With politicians in Goa switching sides rather frequently,
the Trinamool Congress (TMC) has tweeted a video
mocking Congress leaders moving to the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). Titled “The Great Migration, the
video narrates in documentary style the story of Clafasio
Dias, who was elected on a Congress ticket in the last
polls but moved to BJP in 2019. While the TMC, by at-
tacking both Congress and the saffron party, is aiming to
kill two birds with one stone through the video, the party
itself has welcomed turncoats ahead of the state polls.

TOOLIKES, 46 RETWEETSIN TTHOURS

LOANS FROM BANKS,
INDIVIDUALS

11,02, 99, 585
CRIMINAL CASES: Nil

EDUCATION: MA History
(1988)

e Singing the
same tune

The rap song ‘Bambai mein
ka ba’, by Anurag Saikia
and Manoj Bajpayee, con-
tinues to inspire poll jingles
in Uttar Pradesh. After BJP
leader and singer Ravi
Kishan came out with ‘UP

With education having emerged as one of the core issues, Channi and Sisodia (right) have been visiting schools to take stock
as their parties attempt to outdo each other ahead of the Assembly polls. Express

Punjab school scorecard: AAP,
ong fight over ‘best’ model

DIVYAGOYALGOPAL
LUDHIANA, JANUARY 23

IN A recent interview, Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) national con-
vener and Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal claimed that a Dalit
voter in Punjab had come to him
and said he would vote for AAP.“1
asked him, why not [Punjab CM]
Charanjit Singh Channi who is
claiming to be the messiah of
Dalits. He said AAP has trans-
formed government schools in
Delhi and it is only education
that can change the lives of peo-
ple,” he said, making an appeal
to vote for AAP if voters “want
state-of-art government schools
in Punjab like in Delhi.”
Inastate where panth and re-
ligion have long dictated electoral
politics, education has emerged
asone of the coreissues with the
AAP and Congress, the two main
contenders in the fray, indulging
in politicking, discussions and
debates. There has even been a
Twitter war between the educa-
tion ministers of Punjab and
Delhi —led by Congress and AAP
governments, respectively —
eventually forcing other parties

BJP ally fields Haider Ali to take
on Azam Khan’s son in Suar

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 23

BJP ALLY Apna Dal (Sonelal) on
Sunday announced its first can-
didate for the forthcoming UP
polls, fielding Haider Ali Khan
from the Suar constituency in
Rampur district.

This is a significant move as
Apna Dal(S), which has a signif-
icant base of Kurmi (OBC) votes
ineastern and central UP, is con-
testing polls for the first time in
western UP - that too with a
Muslim candidate.

Haider, who joined Apna Dal
(S)afewdays ago, was earlier the
Congress candidate from the
same seat. His father Nawab
Kazim Ali Khan is still with the
Congress and is the party’s can-
didate from Rampur seat.

“The Congress contacted him
and tried to stop him from leaving
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Was earlier
Congress
candidate
from the
seat

the party, but Haider did not
change his decision,” said
Dharmendra Dev  Gupta,
Congress's Rampur district presi-
dent. He added the Congress will
announce a new candidate from
Suar soon.

Fighting his first election,
Haider, 31,is a graduate from the
University of Essex, UK. He han-
dled his father’s campaign in
Rampur during the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections, and the 2012
and 2017 state polls as well. He
has said his decision to quit the
Congress for Apna Dal (S) was to
work “in interest of the public.”

“Haider agreed with the ide-

ologies of our party. He joined the
party in Delhi about a week ear-
lier. The party has made him a
candidate in the current (UP) elec-
tions,” Apna Dal (S) spokesperson
Rajesh Patel said on Sunday.

In 2017, the Suar seat was
won by Abdullah Azam Khan,
son of veteran SP leader and
Rampur MP Azam Khan.In 2019,
however, the Allahabad High
Court cancelled his victory on
the grounds that he was aged be-
low 25 when he had filed his
nomination papers.

A Muslim majority district,
Rampur will vote in the second
phase of the elections on
February 14. Abdullahis likely to
be SP candidate from Suar.

When asked why would
Muslims vote for Haidar as an
ally of the BJP, Patel said: “He will
get votes because we speak for
social justice. Top party leaders
will campaign for him.”

to specify their roadmap for
school and higher education.
The political one-upmanship
began early last year when, in the
run-up to the elections, the state
was declared the top performer
in the Performance Grading
Index 2019-20, released by the
Union Ministry of Education.
While the Punjab govern-
ment then led by Captain
Amarinder Singh went all out to
take credit for the ranking, Delhi
Education Minister Manish
Sisodia suggested that it was
rigged, saying
Punjab’s top
rank was the
result of “the

VOTING ON days
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Minister Manish Sisodia, with
each daring the other to visit
schools in their states.

The Twitter war soon shifted
to the ground. On December 1
last year, Sisodia reached
Chamkaur Sahib, CM Channi’s
constituency, and claimed to
have “exposed” the real condi-
tion of the schools. He alleged
that the schools did not have
enough teachers and drinking
water facilities, and that the
classrooms were filled with cob-
webs and garbage.

Almost 20
later,
Channi visited
those schools

blessings
Modiji has showered on Captain
Amarinder Singh”. He added,
“Strangely enough, this report has
been released at a time when
people have been raising ques-
tions regarding the performance
and inadequacies of the Punjab
government in education.”
Amarinder had hit back, call-
ing the accusations “atrocious”.
Thenin November last year,a
Twitter war erupted between
Punjab Education Minister
Pargat Singh and Delhi Education

again to “ex-
pose the lies being spread by
AAP”. He did a Facebook Live,
claiming that the schools Sisodia
visited were among the ‘best’.
On November 27 last year,
Kejriwal joined protesting con-
tractual teachers in Mohali and
promised them regularisation if
AAP is voted to power. State
Congress chief Navjot Singh
Sidhu, in turn, joined a protest of
contractual teachers in Delhi
near Kejriwal's residence on
December 5.

‘PROVOCATIVE’ SPEECH IN MALERKOTLA
Ex-DGP booked; denies it was Cong event

RAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, JANUARY 23

THE POLICE on Sunday booked
former Punjab DGP Mohammad
Mustafa for allegedly making a
provocative speech during a gath-
ering in Malerkotla on January 20.

The former top cop and princi-
pal strategic advisor to state
Congress president Navjot Singh

groups on the grounds of religion
under Section 153A of the IPC.
Mustafa had made the alleged
provocative speech three days ago
in Baghwan Mohalla after AAP
supporters,angry as police halted
their event barely 25 feet away,
shouted slogans against him.
Inavideo which has gone vi-
ral on social media, Mustafa can
be heard saying, “I swear by my
mother, I will not let them organ-

Shiromani Akali Dal presi-
dent and former deputy CM
Sukhbir Singh Badal wasn’t to be
left behind either. Calling
Kejriwal’s Delhi model “fake”,
among other measures, he an-
nounced that if voted to power,
his government would establish
amega government school with
a strength of 5,000 students in
each block, with one teacher for
every 50 children.

Away from this political tus-
sle, teachers and experts point to
how, inabid to outdo each other,
both the Congress government in
Punjab and the AAP government
in Delhi have been dragging stu-
dents and teachers into politics.

Over the past five years, the
state government claims to have
transformed at least 13,844 gov-
ernment schools into ‘Smart
Schools’ with facilities such as
LED screens, projectors, audio-
visual aids. School buildings have
also undergone a makeover.

However, critics of the gov-
ernment say many of these
changes are cosmetic. Teachers
believe the reason education is
finally in focus is because of the
“continuous efforts” of several
teacher groups.

houses and beat them.”

“I'want to tell the district po-
lice and the district administra-
tion, if such permission is given
along with my jalsa... [ will cre-
ate a situation that will be diffi-
cultto control.” State BJP leaders
had accused Mustafa of attack-
ing a particular religion in his
speech.

Mustafa, however, denied
targeting any religion and even
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Why Bhandari
community is
significant in
Goa elections

MAYURA JANWALKAR
PANAJI, JANUARY 23

THE AAM Aadmi Party (AAP) has
named a 45-year-old political
debutant Amit Palekar as its
Chief Ministerial candidate in
the 14 February Goa Assembly
elections. A lawyer-turned-
politician, Palekar belongs to the
Bhandari community, which is
Goa's largest caste group consti-
tuting a significant percentage of
its Hindu population. His selec-
tionis in keeping with the AAP’s
earlier announcement that its
CM nominee for the Goa polls
will be from the Bhandari com-
munity. Declaring Palekar as the
AAP’s CM face on 19 January,
AAP supremo and Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal had said his
party was not resorting to caste
politics but was “correcting” the
“injustice”  the

Bhandari commu-

nity had long suf-

fered at the hands

of Goa’s major par-

tieswho, he added,

never picked a CM

from the commu-

nity despite its nu- |

EXPLAINED

“There has never been a
proper survey of the population
of Bhandaris. The government
says it is about 2 lakh which is
not correct. Estimates suggest
that at present the number
should be about 5.29 lakh which
would make up for at least 30
per cent of the state’s popula-
tion,” said Naik.

Their political
representation

Goa'’s political parties have al-
ways tried to woo the numerically
strong Bhandaris, with some
seeking to champion reservation
for them. The GBS chief had ear-
lier said that the Bhandari Samaj
would back the party that gives
maximum election tickets to can-
didates from the community.

While the community has
had representation in the state
Assembly, there has so far been
— onlyoneCMinGoa
from the commu-
nity, Ravi Naik, who
was formerly with
the Congress and is
now with the BJP.
The outgoing 40-
member  state
Assembly has four

merical strength.

Who are the
Bhandaris?

The Bhandari community’s
traditional occupation was
toddy-tapping and distilling, farm
tilling and working in orchards. It
is placed in the OBC category in
Goa. The community is spread
across Goa and Maharashtra’s
Konkan belt including parts of
Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg.

Their share in Goa’s
population

Gomantak Bhandari Samaj
(GBS) president Ashok Naik said
there has been no survey of the
actual population of the Bhandari
community in Goa. But he con-
tests the figures recorded by the
state Social Welfare Department.
In written reply to a question
raised in the Assembly in October
2021, Social Welfare Minister
Milind Naik had said a survey of
0BCs was conducted in 2014 by
the Goa State Commission for
Backward Classes. “As per the
survey report, the population of
OBCwas 3,58,517 which was 27%
of total population. As per this
survey, total number of Bhandari

MLAs from the
Bhandari community.

Its CM face a Bhandari,
does AAP have edge?

“For the first time in 60 years
a party has come to us and said
they will give us a CM from the
Bhandari community. Whether
they win or not is another story
but they have tapped our pulse
and recognised our community
needs to be given its due,” said
Naik. While he said the commu-
nity leaders would rally around
the AAP’s CM nominee, the
Bhandari population in St Cruz
constituency is not high, from
where Palekar is going to make
his electoral debut.

Political observers say even if
the GBS throws its weight behind
Palekar, the community at large
has been closely associated with
the BJP. However, traditionally
votes sought on basis of religion
or caste have not gone down
well with the Goan electorate.
Senior journalist and author
Sandesh Prabhudesai, whose
book Ajeeb Goa’s Gajab Politics
was recently released, said the
firstinstance of wooing Goa vot-
ers on basis of caste was in 1972
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SP candidate’s journey: UK to

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 23

THE SAMAJWADI Party’s 34-
year-old candidate from UP’s
Fatehabad constituency, Roopali
Dixit, completed her postgradu-
ation and management studies in
the UK and worked in a multina-
tional company in Dubai before
returning to her home in Agrain
2016 after her father, Ashok Dixit,
and four other family members
were sentenced to life imprison-
ment inamurder case.

As all senior male members
of her family had been in jail,
Roopali started dealing with
their case. After finding it hard to
decode the legal process, she
took admission in a law course
in Agra University and got the
degree. In the meantime, she
started engaging with local po-
litical and social activities too.

Roopali’s father Ashok Dixit,
75,and others were convicted in
2015 in the killing of a govern-
ment school teacher Suman

Yadav in Firozabad in 2007.
Sixty-nine criminal cases, in-
cluding three murder cases, had
been lodged against Ashok, ana-
tive of Firozabad, who had
shifted to neighbouring Agra
along with his family, which runs
a cold storage business. Ashok
was arrested in the Suman Yadav
murder case in 2007 and had
beenin jail since then.

Roopali was 19 years old
when her father was arrested
while her younger brother
Abhinav Dixit was 14.“Noone in
the family told me about the case
initially. They used to give differ-
ent excuses about my father not
staying with us. Later, I was sent
abroad for study,” she said.

She completed her gradua-
tion from Symbiosis, Pune and
went in 2009 to the UK, where
she got admission in Cardiff
University, Wales for her MBA
degree. She later took admission
in Leeds University, Yorkshire
and did her postgraduation in
marketing and advertising.
Subsequently, she got a job with

Roopali Dixit meeting with supporters. Express

an MNC in Dubai and worked
there for three years before re-
turning to Indiain January 2016.

“I knew that something was
going wrong in our family but no
one gave me the real picture. With
passing time, [ came to know
about the 2007 case. In July 2015,
a local Firozabad court pro-
nounced judgment in the case
and sentenced 12 persons, includ-
ing my father and four uncles to
life imprisonment,” said Roopali.

“Soon afterwards, I got a call
from my father, who asked me

to return home as my family
needed me. I was then working
as a senior executive in a com-
pany in Dubai. I immediately
submitted my resignation and
returned to India,” she said.

“On returning home, I found
male members of my family in
jail and no one left to deal with
the case in court. Without a
background in law, I was also
having problems while my fam-
ily was losing hope. I then took
admission in Agra University for
a law degree to equip myself

with legal education to face the
situation,” she added.

Except Ashok, lodged in
Bareilly Central Jail, and his
younger brother Ajay Dixit, 62,
lodged in Agra Central Jail, all
other convicts in the 2007 case
are currently put on bail.

While handling court cases
and meeting lawyers regularly,
Roopali also started engaging
with Fatehabad politics. In the
2017 Assembly polls, she cam-
paigned for BJP candidate
Jitendra Verma who won the
Fatehabad seat by over 34,000
votes. Verma admitted that
Roopali had actively cam-
paigned for him.

Two years later, however,
Roopali stopped attending the
ruling BJP’s meetings and func-
tions. She started an organisa-
tion “Karma Sanghatan” with
the objective to help underpriv-
ileged and weaker sections. It
provided them food packets dur-
ing the Covid pandemic.

FULLSTORY ON
www.indianexpress.com

SP built Haj house, our govt made

ABHINAV RAJPUT
GHAZIABAD, JANUARY 23

UTTAR PRADESH CM Yogi
Adityanath Sunday attacked the
Samajwadi Party on a range of is-
sues - from free electricity to
Covid management and alleged
Muslim appeasement - as he
took part in several poll-related
events in Ghaziabad district.

“Today aglorious Ram Temple
is being built at Ayodhya, Kashi
Vishwanath corridor workis com-
pleted and in Ghaziabad, the
Kailash Mansoravar Bhawan has
been constructed. Earlier, here a
Haj house was made by flouting
norms. Today, not Haj house, but
Kailash Mansarovar Bhawan is
made. That'swhyItell you that the
difference is clear,” the CM said.

The Kailash Mansarovar
Bhawanin Indirapuramis meant
for boarding and lodging of
Kanwar pilgrims and those em-
barking on the annual Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra.

“When Samajwadi Party got

New Delhi

Yogi in Ghaziabad, Sunday.

power in 2012, the first first deci-
sion they took was to withdraw
the cases of the terrorists who at-
tacked Ram Janmbhoomi... gave
protection to the mafia and a se-
ries of riots started in Uttar
Pradesh, which was not stopping,”
Adityanath added. “It stopped
when there was a feeling that BJP
would come to power.”

The firebrand leader also took
a dig at SP chief Akhilesh Yadav
who has announced 300 units of
free electricity to domestic users

atehabad Kanwar Mansarovar centre: Yogi

and free power for irrigation to
farmers if his party comes to
power in the forthcoming polls.

“Did you get electricity dur-
ing the Samajwadi govt? Today
they are saying they will give 300
units free but if electricity will
not come, then what they will
they give for free? We have done
what we said and have done de-
velopment works in the state,”
Adityanath said.

Attacking his rival parties, the
CM further said, “During the
COVID times, Congress, SP, and
BSP were missing from the field,
and only the BJP workers of the
Central and state governments
were struggling to save the lives of
eachandevery person.” “How can
people choose a party that wasn't
with them in difficult times like
the Covid pandemic,” he added.

During his tour, Adityanath
also started a door-to-door cam-
paign from a Valmiki colony in
Mohan Nagar, which houses
over 20,000 people mostly from
the Dalit community. Adityanath
paid a visit to around 10 houses.
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SEAT ISSUES

WHILE IT is almost certain that Harish Rawat would contest
the upcoming Assembly polls from Ramnagar seat in Nainital
district, his name was not in the first list of candidates an-
nounced by the Congress on Saturday. This has evoked some
surprise in party circles. Sources said the former Chief Minister
of Uttarakhand himself had asked the party not to announce
his name in the first list. He perhaps wanted more time to sort
out some issues in the constituency, for which his friend-
turned-foe Ranjeet Rawat had staked claim. Ranjeet could
now be shifted to the Salt seat.

was placed earlier.

NICK OF TIME

A LAST-MINUTE intervention in correcting a mistake in its
Republic Day tableau has helped the Navy save the blushes. An
artwork depicting the 1946 Naval uprising was supposed to
adorn the tableau. However, there was an oversight in picking
the poster, which later turned out to be associated with Russia's
Potemkin mutiny of 1905. The error was noticed only when
the model was unveiled last week. The artwork was removed
from the final tableau at the nick of time. But by that time its im-
ages had made it toa Ministry of Defence press release. Now the
tableau only mentions Naval Uprising 1946 where the artwork

LETTERS FROM NETAJI

THE INDIAN Embassy in Berlin celebrated Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose’s birth anniversary with an exhibition of his
rare and personal letters to his wife, Emilie Schenkl, in 1930s
and 40s. Indian envoy P Harish and Bose’s daughter Anita
Bose Pfaff were present at the event. Among the letters in-
cluded one informing her of Jawaharlal Nehru’s wife Kamla
Nehru's death and Bose’s meetings with leaders in Europe.

PLA confirms missing boy in
custody, 1dent1ty belng verified

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

FIVE DAYS after a 17-year-old from
Arunachal Pradesh went missing
inaforest near his village along the
border, with his family alleging
that he had been abducted by the
Chinese, China’s People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) has con-
firmed to the Indian Army that
they have found aboy and that his
identity is being verified.

Sources said the PLA will con-
firm his identity through images,
and start the process of sending
him back, which could take about
aweek.

The Army had reached out to
the PLA to locate Miram Taron,
who had gone missing onJanuary
18, and return him as per proto-

Miram Taron, 17

col. The PLA subsequently re-
sponded that they found aboyon
January 21.

Taron's case came to lightina
tweet posted by Tapir Gao, the BJP
MP from the state, who alleged
that the boy had been abducted
by PLA. The allegation was re-
peated by Taron's family inZido,a
village in Upper Siang near the
boundary with China.

The village is next to a forest
where Taron had gone to huntand

REMEMBERING NETA]JI

President Ram Nath Kovind pays tributes to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on his 125th birth
anniversary, at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Sunday. P11

collect herbs last Tuesday when
his friend, who had accompanied
him, said Chinese troops surprised
them. The friend managed toflee.
Taron's family later filed an FIR at
the local police station.

The incident comes at a time
when the relationship between
India and China is at one of the
lowest points in history. The two
nations are yet toresolve the over
21-month long standoff in east-
ern Ladakh even after 14 rounds
of meetings at the Corps
Commander level.

Besides, China’s Ministry of
Civil Affairs last month an-
nounced standardised Chinese
characters, and the Tibetan and
Roman alphabet, for the names of
15 placesinZangnan, the Chinese
name for Arunachal Pradesh,
whichit claims is South Tibet.

Venkaiah tests
Covid positive

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

A WEEK to go for the Budget
session of Parliament to begin,
Rajya Sabha Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu tested Covid
positive on Sunday.

Sources said at least one-
third of the Parliament staff
have so far tested positive since
the first week of January. They
said more than 850 personnel
have tested positive till January
20. The majority of them have
already recovered.

As many as 2,847 tests have
been conducted in Parliament
complex since the start of the
third wave out of which 875
personnel have been found to
be positive.

Having tested positive,
Naidu is unlikely to attend the
Republic Day celebrations on
January 26.

“The Vice President, M
Venkaiah Naidu, who is in
Hyderabad, tested Covid posi-
tive today. He has decided tore-
main in self-isolation for a
week. He has advised all those
who came in contact with him
to isolate themselves and get
tested,” the Vice President
Secretariat tweeted.

Cong in dire straits in
UP, don’t waste votes
on them: Mayawati

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 23

BSP PRESIDENT Mayawati on
Sunday said that the Congressisin
dire straits in Uttar Pradesh and
people should not “waste” their
votes on the grand old party.Ina
sly dig at Congress general secre-
tary and UP-in-charge Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, she further said that
the Congress CM candidate has
“changed her stand within hours”.
“In the UP Vidhan Sabha elec-
tions, the condition of the Congress
is so bad that their CM candidate
changed her stand within a few
hours.Insuchasituation, itwould
be better if people don’t waste
their votes on Congress and in-
stead vote for BSP,” Mayawati
tweeted on Sunday morning.
Priyanka had earlier declared
that she was the face of the party
in poll-bound Uttar Pradesh but
remained evasive on whether
she would contest the upcoming
Assembly polls. Asked who the
Congress’s face would be in UP,
Vadra said, “Aapko kisi aur ka
chehra dikh raha hai Congress

BSP
president
Mayawati

party ki taraf se? To phir...Dikh
tho raha hai na sab jagah mera
chehra.” (Are you seeing any
other Congress leader’s face...it
is only my face thatis being seen
everywhere in UP.) However, the
next day she said she is not the
only face of the Congress in UP.

Furtheraccusing the Congress
of beinga “vote cutter”, Mayawati
wrote, “In UP, parties like Congress
are vote cutters in the eyes of the
people.Insuchascenario, whatis
needed toremove the BJPisa gov-
ernment which works for the en-
tire society...”

Also targeting BJP, she
tweeted: “It would be better if
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
while praising his government,
alsotalks of the work done for the
public because he should know
that the BSP's track record in giv-
ing houses to poor and landless
peopleis excellent.”

MANIPUR

AFSPA removal
in manifesto

JIMMY LEIVON
IMPHAL, JANUARY 23

THE NATIONAL People’s Party
(NPP), one of the allies of the BJP-
led government in Manipur, on
Sunday released its manifesto for
the upcoming Assembly election.

The manifesto, titled
'People’s Action Document
2022', was released by NPP chief
Conrad Sangma online along
with Manipur Deputy Chief
Minister Y Joykumar Singh, NPP

state working president
Jayentakumar Singh and
Arunachal NPP president
Mutchu Mithi.

Conrad Sangma said the
NPP manifesto includes clear-
cut stands in all aspects unlike
the manifestos of other politi-
cal parties.

The first agenda in the mani-
festo, the NPP highlighted, is to
work towards repealing AFSPA
from Manipur, protection of in-
digenous rights of all communi-
ties, focusing on sustained peace
by engaging in dialogue with in-
surgent groups and addressing
human rights violations.

R-Day: 6 Army
contingents to
showcase
uniforms through
the decades

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

SIXARMY contingents marching
in the Republic Day parade this
year will showcase the different
uniforms worn and weapons
carried by soldiers through the
decades, Chief of Staff of Delhi
Area Major General Alok Kakkar
said on Sunday.

The Indian Army, on January
15, unveiled its latest combat
uniform. The new uniform,
which will be made available to
12 lakh personnel of the force in
a phased manner, has changes
related to camouflage pattern
and design, and is made of anew
material. Before this, the force
changed its uniform in 2008.

Each Army contingent at the
parade will display the uniforms
and weapons used by the troops
since the 1950s, Major General
Kakkar said in New Delhi.

The Rajput Regiment’s con-
tingent will wear the Army’s uni-
form from the 1950s, carrying a
0.303 rifle. The Assam contin-
gent will carry the same
weapons, but it will adorn the
uniform from the 1960s.

Similarly, the fourth and fifth
contingents from the Sikh Light
Infantry and Army Ordnance
Corps regiments will wear the
existing uniform (introduced in
2008), and carry the 5.56 mm
INSAS rifles.

There will be 16 marching
contingents: six from the Army,
one each from the Navy and the
Air Force, four from the CAPF,
two from the NCC, one from the
Delhi Police, and one from NSS.

To maintain pandemic pro-
tocols, the number of members
ineach contingent have been re-
duced to 96 from 144 earlier.

Cong: TMC suggested
Goa alliance, but kept
of BIPally NP poaching party leaders

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI, JANUARY 23

FORMER UNION minister P
Chidambaram on Sunday said
that the Trinamool Congress had
suggested forming an Opposition
alliance in Goa but the matter was
“closed” after the TMC poached
Congress leaders in the state that
goes to polls on February 14.
“There was a suggestion from
the TMC that we should form an
alliance. But before and after, cer-
tain events took place. They first
poached Mr. Luizinho Faleiro, a
sitting MLA. On December 16,
we announced the candidature
of Mr. Regionaldo Lourenco.
They poached him four days
later on December 20. The sug-
gestion to form an alliance was
made on December 24. Even af-
ter that they poached our lead-
ers from Vasco and Mormugao.
All these facts were before the
leadership of the Congress party
and I had noinstruction from the
leadership of the Congress party
to hold any talks. So the matter
is closed there,” Chidambaram,

Congress
leader P
Chidambaram

who is also the party’s senior
election observer, said in Panaji.

The coming legislative as-
sembly lection in Goa has trans-
formed into a multi-corner con-
test — with the TMC and the Aam
Aadmi Party running aggressive
campaigns as the traditional
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) ver-
sus Congress intensifies.

Of the five MLAs that the
Congress had after ten of its leg-
islators defected to the BJP,
Congress lost two MLAs to the
TMC and one to the Bharatiya
Janata Party in recent months.
The TMCalso took several block-
level and local leaders into its
fold after it arrived in Goa in
September 2021.

Former Chief Minister
Luizinho Faleiro, now a TMC
Rajya Sabha MP, was the first
Goan MLA to resign from the
Congress and join the TMC.

PM CONFERS SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE AWARDS FOR DISASTER MANAGEMENT FOR 2019-22

Gujarat institute, Sikkim official among disaster management awardees

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

THE GUJARAT Institute of
Disaster Management (GIDM)
and Professor Vinod Sharma,
vice chairman of the Sikkim
Disaster Management Authority,
were conferred this year’s
Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda
Prabandhan Puraskar for their
work in the field of disaster man-
agement.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Sunday distributed the
awards for the years 2019, 2020,
2021 and 2022. The awards for
the previous years had been an-
nounced earlier, but were given
out by the PM on Sunday.

The 2022 awards were pre-
sented to the winners chosen
from 243 nominations. GIDM
was the winner in the institu-
tions category and Sharmain the
individual category.

Established in 2012, GIDM
has been working to enhance
the Gujarat’s disaster risk reduc-
tion capacity. “Through a series
of strategically designed capacity
building programmes, GIDM has
trained more than 12,000 pro-
fessionals on diverse issues con-
cerning multi-hazard risk man-
agement and reduction during
the pandemic. Some recent key
initiatives include the develop-
ment of a user-friendly Gujarat
Fire Safety Compliance Portal,
and development of a mobile
app technology-based Advanced
Covid-19 Syndromic
Surveillance system to comple-
ment the Covid-19 surveillance
efforts of Integrated Disease
Surveillance Project,” the
Ministry of Home Affairs said in
astatement.

Professor Sharma, a senior
professor at the Indian Institute
of Public Administration and the
vice chairman of the Sikkim

PM Narendra Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah and Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri with the
winners of Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar for 2019-22 at India Gate. ANI

State Disaster Management
Authority, was the founder co-
ordinator of the National Centre
of Disaster Management, now
known as the National Institute
of Disaster Management. “He
has worked tirelessly towards
bringing disaster risk reduction
(DRR) to the forefront of the na-
tional agenda. His pioneering
work in DRR in India gave him
international recognition...,” the
IMHA statement said.

According to the MHA,
Sharma has made Sikkim a
model state in implementing
DRR, while initiating panchayat-
level preparedness plans, linking
climate change and DRR.

The awards were instituted
to recognise and honour the con-
tribution and selfless service ren-
dered by individuals and organ-
isations in India in the field of
disaster manageent. They are
announced every year on
January 23, the birth anniversary

New Delhi

ASSAM

Ex-student leader
shot at by police;
probe announced

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 23

FOLLOWING FURORE over po-
lice shooting at a 22-year-old for-
mer student leader in Assam’s
Nagaon district on Saturday
evening, Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Sunday announced a one-man
inquiry commission into the in-
cident, headed by the state
Additional Chief Secretary. The
report is to be submitted within
seven days, Sarma said.

“If we find that the police
have done any wrong, action will
be taken immediately,” he said,
addressing a press conference in
Guwahati.

On Saturday evening, Kirti
Kamal Bora, a former general
secretary of Nagaon College,
who was earlier amember of All
Assam Students’ Union (AASU),
was injured during an anti-drug
operation in  Nagaon’s
Kachalukhua locality when the
police shot at him in “self-de-
fence”. Bora, who has sustained
injuries on his left thigh, leftarm
and forehead, is currently under-
going treatment at Gauhati
Medical College and Hospital.

While the police have alleged
that Bora was involved in the
drugracket and attacked the po-
licemen, his family said he had
been “wrongly framed”.

Acting on a tip-off that drugs
were being sold at Nagaon’s
Kachalukhua area, the police had
arrived at the spot in plain-
sclothes on Saturday evening.
“Two of our men were there toin-
spect...then people present there
got suspicious and started ques-
tioning our men, who told them
they were policemen. After that,
chaos ensued and a brawl began,”
said Nagaon SP Anand Mishra,
adding that there were three or
four people in all. “Two tried to

Under fire
for police
@ action

THE LATEST shooting incident
comesatatime when the
Himanta Biswa Sarma gov-
ernment has been under fire
forincreased police action on
alleged criminals. Since Sarma
became Chief Minister in May
last year and adopted a “zero
tolerance” policy against
crime, at least 60 alleged crim-
inals have been injured and 30
killed in firing incidents, while
either purportedly trying to
escape police custody or at-
tacking the police. Sarma re-
mains unfazed by criticism
that the police have turned
“trigger-happy”. He maintains
that he had given the police
“full operational freedom” to
take the “toughest of actions”
within the ambit of law to
deal with criminals.

run away, so one policeman be-
gan to chase them. In the mean-
while, the other policeman who
was left behind was being beaten
up by two others present. As per
his version, he was compelled to
fire to save himself, otherwise he
would have been killed.” The SP
added that they recovered eight
vials of drugs from the spot, in-
cluding one from Bora’s person.
Bora’s family rubbished the
police version and said he hasbeen
“wrongly framed”.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Netaji’s kin welcome
move to install statue

‘Best monument to Netaji is to spread
his legacy of equality and unity’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY 23

FAMILY MEMBERS of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose on Sunday
welcomed the Central govern-
ment’s move to install a statue of
the freedom fighter at the India
Gate in Delhi, and said his ideol-
ogy goes far beyond the statue.
Speaking to The Indian Express,
grand nephew of Netaji and for-
mer TMC Lok Sabha MP Sugata
Bose said, “I have welcomed the
installation of the statue at the
India Gate.Thave also said the best
monument to Netaji is to spread
his legacy of equality and unity.
Importance to Netaji's work must
begivenaswell.” Sugataisalso the
director of the Netaji Research
Bureau in Kolkata, set up at the

of Subhas Chandra Bose.

In 2021, Sustainable
Environment and Ecological
Development Society (SEEDS)
(institution category) and Dr
Rajendra Kumar Bhandari (indi-
vidual category) were conferred
the awards.

According to Home Ministry,
SEEDS has done workin building
community resilience to disas-
ters. “In the aftermath of earth-
quakes in India (2001, 2005,
2015), SEEDS had mobilised a
group of building masons who
are adept in carrying out disas-
ter resistant construction. These
masons have become ambassa-
dors inlocal communities across
several emergencies in multiple
states,” it said.

On Dr Bhandari, the ministry
said he is among the pioneers in
Indiain laying down the founda-
tion of scientific studies on geo
hazards in general and land-

slides in particular.
. |

house of the freedom fighter.

From this year, the Central
government has begun Republic
Day celebrations fromJanuary 23
instead of January 24 in order to
include Netaji's birth anniversary.
Until the granite statue is ready, a
hologram statue of Netaji, inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, will be at India Gate.

Another grand-nephew of
Netaji, BJP leader Chandra Bose,
urged that communal politics
practiced by all parties must stop
as a mark of tribute to Netaji.
“We welcome the decision toin-
stall his statue at the India
Gate...Today, communal politics
has taken the centre stage in the
country, which is being done by
all parties. To pay real tribute to
Netaji, this kind of politics needs
to stop...,” Chandra Bose said.

For 2020, Disaster Mitigation
and Management Centre,
Uttarakhand (in the institution
category) and Kumar Munnan
Singh (individual category) were
given the award.

According to MHA, since its
establishment in 2006, DMMC
has coordinated various post dis-
aster activities relating to coordi-
nation, requisition, information
exchange and media briefing.

Singh was appointed as a
founder Member of the National
Disaster Management Authority
in 2005 following his work dur-
ing 2004 Tsunami. He was also
instrumental in establishing the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF).

The 2019 award was given to
8th Battalion of the NDRF. The
Home Ministry said the award
was for a decade of work. NDRF
participated in 314 major oper-
ations in this period and rescued
over 50,000 people.
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WORDLY WISE
SOUND PUBLIC FINANCES ARE NOT THE ENEMY OF
SUSTAINED GROWTH — THEY ARE ITS

PRECONDITION.

— GEORGE OSBORNE

ThelndianEXPRESS
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

SIDE BY SIDE

Amar Jawan Jyoti, National War Memorial showcase arich
history. Both flames should endure

HE DECISION TO put out the Amar Jawan Jyoti at India Gate, and honour the

supreme sacrifice of India’s war heroes with an eternal flame at the National

War Memorial (NWM), has been described as a logical decision for several

reasons. For one, the NWM houses the names of all the soldiers who died in
wars that took place after independence in 1947. The Amar Jawan Jyoti, which was set
up in 1972 under the initiative of then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi under the arch of
India Gate, seeks to commemorate those who laid down their lives in the 1971 war, but
their names are not inscribed on the monument itself. The case has been made that the
NWM is where all the official functions are now held to honour the country's soldiers,
and having a flame there would be more apt. These are all good arguments in favour of
an eternal flame at the NWM, but still not a convincing enough explanation for why the
government will no longer honour Indian soldiers who laid down their lives in wars
prior to 1947. This is why the decision has proved divisive, and rankled the sentiments
of many. The government's virtue signalling on the issue, that the “merging of the flames”,
as the project is now being described, is a “decolonising” move, has only made the issue
more problematic.

Itis one thing for a nation to be aware of its colonial past. But quite another for a gov-
ernment to use its ideological predilections to smear everything that went before as
“tainted”. In defence of the move, some claim that the Amar Jawan Jyoti memorial was
inappropriate inits location at India Gate, a Lutyens’ monument and as such a colonial relic.
This insults the sacrifice of 15,000 men who laid down their lives as part of the British
Army in the two world wars, and whose names are inscribed on the arch, but not at the
NWM. These men were no mercenaries as they are now being cast. Moreover, the pres-
ent day Indian Army is a legatee of the British Indian Army, organised much along the
same lines as it was 75 years ago, and cannot turn its back on its own heroes.

The best way out of the present controversy would be to leave the Amar Jawan Jyoti burn-
ing at India Gate, along with the one at the NWM. Delhi has space for two flames. Located in
amuchloved public space, there is no match for India Gate’s openness, which gets the mon-
ument more visitors than the gated and more select NWM can. Keeping the flame alive there
will ensure that none of India's war heroes is forgotten

FISCAL ARITHMETIC

Tax collections are buoyant, but meeting fiscal deficit target
set in Union budget will be difficult

ARLY NEXT WEEK, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present the

Union budget. The last budget had presented a roadmap for fiscal consolida-

tion, projecting to bring down the fiscal deficit from 9.5 per cent of GDP in

2020-21 to 6.8 per cent in 2021-22, and thereafter, to below 4.5 per cent by
2025-26.This trajectory broadly mirrors the path laid out by the 15th Finance Commission.
But, even though the Centre’s tax collections have grown at a fairly robust pace and nom-
inal GDP growth this year is expected to surpass what was factored in the budget num-
bers, meeting the 6.8 per cent target for this year might be challenging with proceeds
from disinvestment likely to fall way short of expectations, and considering the govern-
ment’s additional expenditure outlays.

At the aggregate level, the Centre’s gross tax collections in the first eight months of
the year (April to November) have already touched Rs 15.4 lakh crore. The disaggregated
data shows that both direct and indirect tax collections have been fairly buoyant. The
trends so far suggest that tax collections are likely to exceed the budgeted target by a sig-
nificant margin. However, it is difficult to arrive at firm estimates due to the economic
uncertainty stemming from the third wave of the pandemic. A major area of concern is
the disinvestment target. As against a target of Rs 1.75 lakh crore, collections have so far
only touched Rs 9,330 crore. But this shortfall is not a one-off. Last year too, the govern-
ment was able to mop up only Rs 32,000 crore against a budget target of Rs 2.1 lakh crore.
This trend of proceeds falling well short of ambitious targets is because disinvestment
continues to be treated only as a means to shore up revenues to meet the fiscal deficit
target, and not as part of a concerted effort to get the government out of business, and im-
prove the efficiency of companies.

On the other hand, government spending does not appear to have maintained a steady
pace. Spending has so far remained subdued in the third quarter, with total expenditure
clocking only a 5 per cent growth, down from 21 per cent in the previous quarter. Spending
though may pick up in the months ahead on the food and fertiliser subsidy, export in-
centives, and other items as detailed in the supplementary demand for grants. However,
despite the criticality of public sector investments at this juncture, in eight months so far
the government has spent just under half its full year budgeted capex. Considering that
the economy is being driven by the engines of exports and government spending — pri-
vate consumption and investments continue to remain muted — if government spend-
ing itself remains subdued, it will impact the economy’s growth prospects.
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The India shadow

Pakistan’s new security policy has trade in focus,
but falls short of reimagining ties with Delhi

SHARAT SABHARWAL

PAKISTAN HAS RELEASED the public version
of what is billed as its first-ever National
Security Policy (NSP). It stipulates, inter alia,
economic security as the core of national se-
curity,an expansion of the economic pie, sup-
plementing geostrategy with geoeconomics,
making Pakistan a trade and connectivity hub,
curbing extremism and terrorism, and incul-
catinga culture of introspection and pragma-
tismin defining national security interests. An
impressive wish list indeed for a national se-
curity state. However, the devil will lie in its
implementation.

The elephant in the room is Pakistan’s ad-
versarial posture towards its much bigger and
better-endowed neighbour — India. This, to-
gether with the primacy of its army, the grow-
ing and unaccountable defence expenditure,
low resource mobilisation, a crushing debt
burden, entrenched economic interests, ex-
tremist violence, and ethnic fissures accentu-
ated by Punjabi dominance, largely accounts
for Pakistan’s woes. The country, while count-
ing increasingly on its nuclear arsenal for its
defence, retains its obsession to keep up with
India’s conventional military capability. The
NSP mentions the “growing conventional
force differential in the region,” but is silent on
how the increasing defence outlays are to be
tamed. One cannot see the Pakistan army giv-
ing upits India bogey — the mainstay ofits pri-
macy —and its business empire anytime soon.

Expanding the economic pie is an uphill
task on account of vested interests draining
the national treasury without contributing
their due share to itand dampening economic
activity by violence and terrorism. Pakistan’s
growth rate remains very low, decent growth
having been registered mainly during phases
of large external aid inflows.

The NSP expresses the wish to improve re-
lations with India, but places “ajust and peace-
ful resolution of the Jammu and Kashmir dis-
pute” at the core of the bilateral relationship.
This has been in essence the publicly articu-
lated Pakistani position over the years. Given
the ground realities, the only feasible peaceful
solution to Kashmir will have to be non-terri-
torial. The backchannel (2004-07) delibera-
tions on the issue represented an important

Because of stiff resistance of
vested interests, any positive
transformation will
inevitably be a gradual
process. However, we need to
take note of the NSP for two
reasons: First, it is a sign of
Pakistan’s growing
challenges, particularly
economig, in continuing
with its old policies; and
second, because it reflects,
albeit partially, the thinking
of the sizeable constituency
in Pakistan that realises the
importance of a stable
relationship with India in its
own interest.

step in that direction. However, Pakistan did
not show the courage and sagacity to take
them to their logical conclusion. This begs the
question: Does Pakistan want a mutually ac-
ceptable solution to Kashmir or use it as a
perennial hostility plank against India? Things
have since moved on with the withdrawal of
the special status of J&K, China’s deeper in-
volvement in the illegally occupied territory
of “Gilgit-Baltistan” and its aggressive moves
in eastern Ladakh.

Pakistan has pruned down its initial de-
mand of reversing India’s August 5,2019 move
to the restoration of statehood to J&K and no
changein the area’s demography. The restora-
tion of statehood may come in due course, but
no government in India would like it to be seen
asaresponse to a Pakistani demand. There has
been no mass influxinto J&K to change its de-
mography in a significant manner — some-
thing that Pakistan has done to the parts of
J&K under its illegal occupation. Unless
Pakistan takes a pragmatic approach to
Kashmir and relations with India to promote
the larger goals mentioned in the NSP, the con-
clusion that it sees Kashmir as a perpetual stick
to beat India with will be inescapable.

Pakistan’s emphasis on geoeconomics
without trade and transit links with India is
anempty slogan. The access provided to China
to the Makran coast is the only important eco-
nomic linkage Pakistan provides. Pakistan can
become a meaningful transit hub only by pro-
viding linkage, together with India, between
Central/West Asiaand beyond on one side and
Southeast Asia and beyond on the other.
However, it has continued to deny transit to
India and blocked intra-regional connectivity
in SAARC. Instead of addressing these issues,
the NSP describes Pakistan’s eastward con-
nectivity as being “held hostage to India’s re-
gressive approach”.

The withdrawal of the MFN status by India
in February 2019 was justifiable only as a re-
taliatory move. It did not have the potential to
influence the calculus of Pakistan’s security
establishment (Pakistan’s exports to India are
less than 2 per cent of its global exports) and
raised the cost of imports from the next-door
market for the Indian consumer. Pakistan took

anevenmore short-sighted step by suspend-
ing trade with India in August 2019 which
would hurt its economy more than India’s. A
move lastyear to permit the import of Indian
cotton, cotton yarn and sugar was scuttled
quickly by the Pakistan government. The Pak
daily Express Tribune, quoting an official
source, mentioned recently that trade could
be normalised if there was progress in dia-
logue. The term progress is undefined, though
Iwould expect Pakistan to revise its stand on
trade at some stage under pressure from its
business and industry.

Due to encouragement by politicians
and the army for their selfish ends, includ-
ing the perpetration of terrorism in the re-
gion, religious and sectarian extremism and
the accompanying violence are deeply en-
trenched in Pakistan. Repeated attempts to
regulate the madrasa education system and
counter Pakistan’s rogue terror groups have
come a Cropper.

The aforementioned factors rule out any
dramatic results of the NSP by way of an en-
during change in the internal and external ori-
entation of the Pakistani state. Because of stiff
resistance by vested interests, any positive
transformation will inevitably be a gradual
process. However, we need to take note of the
NSP for two reasons: First, it is a sign of
Pakistan’s growing challenges, particularly
economic, in continuing with its old policies;
and second, because it reflects, albeit partially,
the thinking of the sizeable constituency in
Pakistan that realises the importance of a sta-
ble relationship with Indiainits owninterest.
Going forward, these factors should present
us with opportunities toimprove the relation-
ship beyond the ceasefire restoration of
February 2021 by way of resumption of trade
and the upgradation of diplomatic represen-
tation, especially having senior interlocutors in
eachother’s capital. Whatever Pakistan’s prob-
lems, a calmer western front also suits us in
focussing on the Chinese challenge.

The writer is former High Commissioner to
Pakistan, and is the author of the forthcoming
book, India’s Pakistan Conundrum —
Managing a Complex Relationship

NOT MERELY A LAUGHING MATTER

Narayan Debnath’s comic world was rich but stuck in slapstick and stereotype

SAYANDEB CHOWDHURY

THIS YEAR MARKS the 150 years of what can
be called the first use of caricature in an Indian
publication. It was in Amrita Bazaar Patrika,
then a formidable English daily published
from British Calcutta. It mocked the efforts at
municipal reform by George Campbell, the
then Lieutenant Governor. It could hence be
more than serendipity that Bengal’s most pop-
ular living comic-artiste was also to pass away
on January 18 this year. To that end, Narayan
Debnath’s death marks the termination of a
comic culture that began so many years ago,
aculture whose multiple genealogies involved
the British Punch, or as the art historian Partha
Mitter proposes, that of the pioneers Thomas
Rowlandson and James Gillray. For more than
a century since, illustrated humour has been
a key part of Bengal's public life — be it car-
toons, strips, political caricature or graphic sto-
rytelling. Debnath himself could well have
been a product of several influences — from
local gag magazines to the antics of the
Depression-era comic-duo Stan Laurel and
Oliver Hardy, if not also Bert Wheeler and
Robert Woolsey. The last is not an informed
guess but a certainty because slapstick was
Debnath’s primary tool of comic mobilisation.

The arsenal of Bengali comics had
Gaganendranath Tagore, whom the ever hard-
to-please pluralist Nirad Chaudhuri had com-
pared to French caricaturist Honoré-Victorin
Daumier, the “Michelangelo of caricature”.
Bengali comics also had the likes of
Upendrakishore Ray Chaudhuri and his son
Sukumar, the latter’s bestiary and wondrous
critiques of the archetypes of the Colonia re-

Trained at the Indian Art
College, Debnath had a gift
of clean lines and a
conspicuous talent to draw
figures in fast movement,
displaying his ample grip on
animated, hand-drawn
kinesis that later helped his
strips no end. But he did not
imbibe the gifts of his
predecessors, nor had he
stories to tell. So, when he
got a chance to do something
of his own, he took to the
genre of stilted, repetitive
adolescent pranks.

main unparalleled works of sapient humour.
Bengal’s caricature repertoire also made space
for the gall of Prafulla Chandra Lahiri, the so-
cialist anguish of Chittaprosad, and the polit-
ical discernment of Rebati Bhushan Ghosh,
among several others.

Narayan Debnath, who came to the fore in
the 1960s and absorbed the postcolonial poli-
tical ennui of much of Bengali popular culture,
drew well, really well. Debnath had a gift of
clean lines and a conspicuous talent to draw
figures in fast movement, displaying his am-
ple grip on animated, hand-drawn kinesis that
later helped his strips no end. But he did not
imbibe the gifts of his predecessors, nor had he
stories to tell. So, when he got a chance to do
something of his own, he took to the genre of
stilted, repetitive adolescent pranks in the cap-
ers of Handa and Bhoda, who appeared as
double-page spreads in the variety magazine
Shuktarain 1962. He repeated the same tricks
and clichés when later that decade he created
Nante and Fante, a pair of boarding school br-
ats. Stereotypes and reiterations were galore.
Every story had toend in dimwit denouement.

Debnath may have been short of ideas, but
hewas versatile otherwise. He drew biograph-
ical comics like Rabi Chobi (on Tagore ), detec-
tive comics involving super-sleuth Indrajit
Roy; a John Prentice and Alex Raymond-in-
spired strip about a hardboiled secret agent
called Kaushik, etc. He was also behind
Patalchand — a strip about a young magician;
Bahadur Beral — about a smart feline; Danpite
Khadu aar tar Chemical Dadu (1983),aRickand
Morty-like pairing of a boy and his grandfa-

ther; and Petuk Master Batuklal (1984) — about
aninsatiable teacher. Most of them banked on
the same staple of bawdy slapstick.

His current fame largely rested on his strip
Batul the Great, perhaps the only example in
Bengali of an indigenous superhero, who was
unrepentantly brawny, casually bareknuckle
and conspicuously against the tide of the inso-
lentintellectualism of Bengali life. Apparently,
this 1965-born strip complemented the
emerging aspirations that led to Bangladesh'’s
Muktijuddho in 1971. But exactly how did this
bullet-dodging squat man with a barrel chest,
in pink vests and accompanying black shorts,
allay the anxieties of Bengali hyper-national-
ismis, to date, unfathomable.

And yet, Debnath remained synonymous
with comic culture in Bengal, being its most
popular face for generations that grew up in
the 1960s,70s and even the '80s. That gener-
ation has most noisily mourned his death in
thelast few days, grieving the passing of their
childhood. But was Debnath’s gags really con-
stitutive of a childhood where fatuous frolic,
vicious mischief and burlesque body-comedy
were the primary forms of entertainment? If
yes, then how did that same childhood and in
that same period, accommodate the com-
modious, learned humour of Feluda? If it did
not, then why mourn?

Chowdhury teaches at Ambedkar University
Delhi and has recently put together, with
Rituparno Basu, www.humourinbengal.info,
anarchive on the history of

caricature in Bengal.
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INDIA-EUROPE TRADE

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION will remove
the obstacles coming in the way of efforts to
improve trade between India and the
European Economic Community (EEC).
However, it was for businessmen of both sides
to take advantage of the political decisions ac-
cording to Wilhelm Haferkamp, vice presi-
dent of the Commission of the EEC. He was
speaking after signing a document with the
Commerce Minister Shivraj Patil at the end of
the meeting of the Indo-EEC commission.
Haferkamp repeated his insistence on the re-
moval of obstacles but sidestepped a specific
question on whether he considered the quota
systemon the entry of Indian textiles into the

markets of 10 EEC countries as an obstacle or
anirritant. He said textiles was a special issue
and was the only such issue because of the un-
employment in the textile industry in Europe.

Lok DAL Crisis ENDS

ASPLIT IN the Lok Dal in the midst of efforts
for non-communist Opposition unity was
averted following Charan Singh’s withdrawal
of his acceptance of the resignations of Biju
Patnaik and Devi Lal from the Parliamentary
board and the national executive of the party.
A rapprochement was brought about due to
the intervention of several party leaders in-
cluding Karpuri Thakur and Rabi Ray.

New Delhi

BIHAR ORDINANCES

THE GOVERNOR OF Bihar promulgated two
ordinances amending the Patna University Act
and the Bihar University Act, clipping the pow-
ersof the two universities. According to the or-
dinances, all appointments to these universi-
ties will be made through a centralised
examination to be conducted by the state pub-
lic services commission.

NATO SANCTIONS

NATO COUNTRIES DENOUNCED military
rule in Poland and announced an agreement
to coordinate sanctions against the Soviet
and Polish governments.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“While curbs should have been put in place earlier to keep Covid in check,
now the state must enforce these restrictions, and urge citizens to act

responsibly to help dampen the impact of the fifth wave.”

—DAWN

A prison diary from Tihar

InTihar Jail during the second wave, we mourned the deaths of our co-inmates. Amid suffering brought on

by pandemic, Indian judiciary, state must ensure right to life of prisoners

NATASHA NARWAL AND
DEVANGANA KALITA

“AISALAGTA HAI kabr mein aa gaye hain, na
koi awaaz bahar ja sakti hai, na koi awaaz
andar aa sakti hai” (It feels like we have en-
tered a grave, no one can hear us and we can-
not hear anyone) — a piercing observation
made by one of our co-inmates last year, as
we lived the deadly second wave of the pan-
demic inside Tihar’s women’s prison, Jail
No.6. With the third wave currently unfold-
ing, urgent attention must be paid to the ter-
rible conditions under which one of the
most neglected groups of this country is sur-
viving — India’s prison population. The lat-
est NCRB data tells us that 76 per cent of pris-
oners are undertrials with a stark
overrepresentation of Dalits, Adivasis,
Muslims and other minority communities
amongst both undertrials and convicts.

The days of incarceration when the sec-
ond wave was devastating lives outside and
inside, its pain and horror, continue to haunt
us. Tihar's women'’s prison witnessed a mas-
sive spread of the virus. We watched help-
lessly as cases emerged from one over-
crowded ward after another. We mourned
the deaths of our co-inmates far away from
their homes. We waited in restless dread for
the next day’s five-minute phone call for
what news it may bear of our loved ones out-
side. We began to confront the fear of our
own deaths inside that wretched place. On
contracting the virus, a prisoner would be
shifted to the “Corona ward”, while the bar-
rack where the case was detected would be-
come a “quarantine” barrack for the next 14
days where the inmates inside were locked
up 24/7. Since cases kept emerging from
every barrack, most of us lived in a state of
permanent quarantine. We spent many
heart-breaking days and nights listening to
the shattering cries of little children when
their barrack came to be quarantined.

Our barrack mate and co-accused,
Gulfisha, suffered high fever, severe head and
body ache, sleeplessness and loss of appetite.
Identified as “symptomatic”, she was putin
a tiny suffocating cell with two other in-
mates. Her Covid was never detected be-
cause no RTPCR tests were available — only
a limited number of antigen tests were be-
ing conducted. Testing kits were in short sup-
ply, along with all other equipment such as
sanitisers, masks, gloves, PPE suits. Barracks
full of symptomatic patients were given a lib-
eral supply of paracetamols, cetirizine, cough
syrups and various other drugs through un-
trained inmates who had to work as para-
medics in the absence of a requisite number
of trained medical staff.

During the initial days of the outbreak,
access to mulaqaats/phone
calls/letters/newspapers was terminated.
Imagine contracting the virus, being shoved
into an overcrowded diseased barrack or a
lonely cell all alone, provided negligible
medical attention and allowed no contact
with your family or friends at a time when
you most desperately need it. [t was only af-
ter the intervention of the Delhi High Court
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that some of these facilities were resumed
inside prison and vaccination of inmates
was undertaken. Family and legal mulagaats
in prison have remained suspended through
most of the last two years. Even as the facil-
ity of e-mulagaats came to be instituted in
August 2020, families of most inmates do
not possess smartphones or the digital lit-
eracy for accessing the same. Additionally,
as a result of courts becoming online and
visits by judges or government bodies being
discontinued during the pandemic, the im-
punity that rests in the hands of the jail ad-
ministration has come to be strengthened.
The minimal mechanisms of redressal avail-
able to prisoners with regard to discrimina-
tion and abuse by prison staff have thus
ceased to exist.

Indian prisons have always been over-
crowded. In Delhi for example, against a
sanctioned prison population of 10,024, the
three jails — Tihar, Mandoli and Rohini —
have around 19,000-20,000 prisoners. The
infrastructure and facilities simply do not ex-
ist inside prisons to be able to handle and
mitigate a pandemic of this scale. The
Supreme Court of India took suo motu cog-
nisance of this issue and on March 23,2020,
issued guidelines for state/UT-wise forma-
tion of High Powered Committees (HPC) for
the decongestion of prisons. However, the
criteria decided by the HPCs of different
states for interim release of prisoners, instead
of being based on the fundamental principle
of equality of all human life, create an arbi-
trary categorisation of prisoners that deserve
to live, based on nature/severity of offence,
number of years of sentence but not factors
like age, health, comorbidities and other vul-
nerabilities. So, despite being at “high risk”
of mortality, because an undertrial/convict
may be charged under certain laws like
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‘We watched helplessly as
cases emerged from one
overcrowded ward after
another. We mourned the
deaths of our co-inmates far
away from their homes. We
waited in restless dread for
the next day’s five-minute
phone call for what news it
may bear of our loved ones
outside. We began to
confront the fear of our own
deaths inside that wretched
place. On contracting the
virus, a prisoner would be
shifted to the ‘corona ward’,
while the barrack where the
case was detected would
become a ‘quarantine’
barrack for the next 14 days
where the inmates inside
were locked up 24/7. Since
cases kept emerging from
every barrack, most of us
lived in a state of permanent
quarantine.
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UAPA, sedition, NDPS or is a foreigner, they
are not entitled to interim bail/parole. The
online functioning of courts meant that tri-
als couldn’t commence or remained sus-
pended, further prolonging the incarceration
for undertrials charged under these sections.

Such unfair criteria in the grant of in-
terim bail are the reason why Father Stan
Swamy was not granted bail last year and
died in custody, and G N Saibaba, a 90 per
cent disabled former Delhi University pro-
fessor continues to be incarcerated after
having contracted Covid once again in
Nagpur Jail. These are the names we know
but our prisons are filled with hundreds of
such undertrials and convicts who are most
at risk from the virus but have been denied
access to any form of interim relief. Like Elsie,
who was from Bolivia and lived in our ward.
Despite her co-morbidities, as a foreigner
and an NDPS undertrial, she was not eligi-
ble for the HPC's interim bail criteria and
died inside prison, thousands of miles away
from her two little children whose faces she
longed to see. She was put to rest inside
prison premises as her family did not have
the resources to reclaim her body. Even in
death, there was no freedom.

In these times of suffering and despair
brought on by the pandemic, it is impera-
tive for the Indian judiciary and the state to
ensure the right to life of the people it con-
tinues to hold in its custody and not let pris-
ons become graveyards of human rights
and dignity.

Narwalis pursuing a PhD in Modern
History and Kalita is pursuing an MPhil in
Women'’s Studies from JNU. Both are Pinjra
Tod activists and spent almost 13 months in
Tiharjail no.6 charged under UAPA and
various other provisions

Unease of doing business

Personal Data Protection Bill imposes regulatory burden on businesses

SIDHANT KUMAR

THE JOINT COMMITTEE of Parliament has re-
cently presented its recommendations on the
Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019. The Bill prin-
cipally seeks toregulate the use of our dataand
tofoster a privacy protection frameworkin the
country. However, in many respects, it fails to
strike the balance between privacy rights and
ease of doing business.

The prime minister has recently said that
“innovation, aspiration and application of tech-
nology” will fuel the country to become a $5-
trillion economy. The government has also in-
dicated that technology and electronics
manufacturing will be the foundation of the
$5-trillion economy. Its stated goal is to grow
the technology and electronics manufacturing
sector to $300 billion by 2025.

However, the Bill as it stands imposes reg-
ulatory burdens on businesses without secur-
ing proportional gains in privacy protection. It
perpetuates an uncertain and onerous regula-
tory environment. The proposals are certain to
undo the gains made in recent years by pro-
gressive policies of the government. It could re-
sult in the largest expansion of the regulatory
state in India since economic liberalisation in
1991.The burden of onerous regulation will be
fatalto new entrants, while the costs will be ab-
sorbed by established incumbents. The Bill, if
adopted, will ensure that the start-up ideas of
today that could become unicorns of tomor-
row are stillborn.

There are several areas of concern. First, the
framework under the Bill is premised ona cen-
tralised Data Protection Authority with a wide

discretionary remit to formulate regulation.
Second, the Bill has broad-based restrictions
on the transfer of data overseas that are likely
to splinter our market from the global digital
economy. Third, it seeks to impose onerous
compliance obligations that have little to do
with data protection. Fourth, it sets forthanin-
flexible framework that is bereft of any formal
consultative rule-making process. Lastly, sub-
stantial portions of the Bill are out of sync with
international data protection practices, which
could blunt India’s competitive advantage asa
digital market. These aspects of the Bill require
substantial changes for it to not only achieve its
objective of privacy protection, but to also avoid
stunting the growth of our digital economy.

The Billimposes restrictions on the transfer
of sensitive personal data outside India. The au-
thority’s prior approval would be needed for
any such transfer. Further, a narrower category
of personal data that is considered “critical”
would be entirely prohibited from transfer out-
side India. It is the authority who is to define
“critical data” without even an indicative hint
ofits scope in the Bill. These requirements de-
stroy the basic value of the digital economy —
connectivity beyond physical barriers. It is these
steps that are certain to deprive India of the full
fruits of the global digital market without any
enhancement in user protection. This is com-
pletely out of step with the capitalist digital
market and places us in the same category as
protectionist China.

The Bill also requires large players to have
data protection officers physically located

within India. These officers are required to be
key managerial personnel. The outside world is
likely to see these measures as less about pro-
tection and more about protectionism.

The JPC has recommended that all hard-
ware must be monitored, tested, and certified
by anauthorised agency toensureiits “integrity
and trustworthiness”. This does not augur well
for our goal for electronics manufacturing. This
is an all-encompassing requirement alien to
any data protection law in the world, including
the EU’s GDPR. The avowed objective is to en-
sure against “malicious insertion of software
that may cause data breach”. In making this
recommendation, the JPC has ignored the ex-
isting testing requirements under the Bureau of
Indian Standards and the mandatory testing of
telecom equipment regimes. This proposal is
aclear duplication of existing requirements. It
constitutes an unfair burden on a sector that
holds promise for Indian champions who are
already struggling because of the onslaught of
Chinese mobile companies in India. This
change will impose a testing requirement on
hardware as diverse as computers and carsin-
cluding over 50 million internet enabled con-
nected devices that are likely to blossom across
the country over the next decade.

Thisis certain toresultin delays and disrup-
tion in supply chains. The premise of this re-
quirement of a continuing liability on manu-
facturers after the sale of hardware products to
ensure against “malicious software” is divorced
from reality. The Bill ignores the real threat
posed by the insertion of such software clan-

destinely post the sale of hardware through
othermeans. The JPCreport provides aninsub-
stantial explanation of these means having
even a chance of protecting users.

Extensive compliance requirements have
been included, such as the conduct of audits
and impact assessments to be filed with the
authority. This approach of breathing down the
neck of digital businesses is unknown to any
data protection regime. The compliance bur-
den s likely to act as a potent deterrent to ful-
some participation in the Indian market as
most digital businesses run on lean business
structures. Also, technology companies that
thrive on acquiring a competitive advantage
will be reluctant to share information on their
processes and business models. These propos-
als would give companies a reason to pause as
they seek to grow in India.

The foundation of the frameworkis adom-
ineering mandate to be given to a data regula-
tor, structurally geared to intervene rather than
facilitate. The provisions seek to regulate by fiat
alone, with innovation and ease of doing busi-
ness as the main casualties. Value generation
through technology requires an open and in-
novation-friendly regulatory environment. The
government, therefore, must closely consider
each of the policy prescriptions in the Bill in-
cluding the unintended but deleterious conse-
quences of the regulatory regime mooted.

The writeris an advocate practising in Delhi
and co-author of Privacy Law: Principles,
Injunctions and Compensation

Crisis of
fraternity

The abrasive intrusion of religion in the
public square and the daily othering of
minorities puts the nation in danger

ABDUL KHALIQ

IN WHAT COULD pass for a handout from a
spokesperson of the government or the
Nagpur headquarters, 32 retired IFS officers
last week berated critics for “a sustained
smear campaign against the present govern-
mentonits presumed violations of the secu-
lar ethos of the country”. Ironically, their an-
gry outburst comesatatime when respected
international rating agencies have variously
dubbed India an “electoral autocracy”, a
“flawed democracy” and as a “partially free
democracy” in the wake of unremitting at-
tacks on minorities and dissidents.

The detractors are accused of “anti-
Hindu tirades” by reason of their opposition
to the Hindutva ideology and the govern-
ment, implying thereby that this regime and
Hindutva embody the Hindu ethos, which
many would see as an insult to a great reli-
gion. The government’s apologists argue
that “the attacks on majoritarianism are a
way to question the mandate that the dem-
ocratic process gives to the political party
that wins elections legitimately and consid-
ers itself obliged to the electorate to imple-
ment its declared agenda lawfully”.

In their skewed understanding, laws like
the plainly discriminatory Citizen
Amendment Act (CAA) are just since they
have been passed by a duly-elected govern-
ment. But the Nuremberg and Jim Crow laws
were also ratified by elected legislatures. The
refusal to acknowledge the persecution of
Muslims, Christians and political dissidentsis
akin to the Big Lie of American republicans,
denying that Donald Trump lost the presiden-
tialelection or had anything todowith thein-
surrection on Capitol Hill on January 6, 2021.
Amidst such frightening social discord, secu-
larism as the underpinning credo of our multi-
religious country is clearly under threat.

Secularism has meant different things for
different nations. The French have a term -
laicite -- to define their form of secularism
that not only segregates the state from reli-
gion but also banishes religious practice and
insignia from the public square. In contrast,
the US, UK, and, until a few years ago, India,
adhere to multiculturalism, where one can
be a good citizen and at the same time pub-
licly identify with a culture that is not the as-
cendantone. Sadly, India canno longer claim
to be the secular republic proclaimed in our
Constitution. There has been an abrasive in-
trusion of religion onto the public square.
Today, the religion of the majority enjoys state
patronage whereas other religions are toler-
ated, some more than others. The Ayodhya
verdict, by privileging faith over the law, was
abody blow to the foundational idea of a sec-
ularrepublic. Lastyear, the prime minister of
the country laid the foundation stone of the
Ayodhyatemple inan elaborate religious cer-
emony. The cries of “Jai Shri Ram” that rent
the air were nothing short of a dirge to secu-
larism. Along with the resurgence of religios-

ity has come the “othering” of Muslims and,
toalesser extent, Christians, who now live in
asocial milieu bristling with distrustand hate.
An unremitting horror story plays on, with
the call for the genocide of Muslims, the
hounding of Christians, the state-sponsored
evictiondrives in minority-dominated areas,
the disruption of the prayer services of mi-
norities, etc.

Inthis grimmest of times for minorities, a
section of the Muslim elite under the banner
of Indian Muslims for Secular Democracy
(ISMD) provided unintended grist to the
agenda of the rabid right-wing by turning on
those already under siege, allegedly for the
crime that a handful of them supported the
Taliban takeover in Afghanistan. The actions of
a few deviants led these self-styled secular-
ists to hector the entire Muslim community
with the rhetorical question: “Do they wanta
reformed modernIslam or the old barbarism
of the past decades?” By drawing a contextual
relationship between the fiendish worldview
of the Taliban and the Indian Muslim, they
have reinforced the right-wing disinforma-
tion campaign stereotyping Muslims as big-
oted, deeply patriarchal and intolerant.

But the real damage to the interests of
Muslims from within the community has
been wreaked by the All-India Muslim
Personal Law Board (AIMPLB)’s unyielding
obscurantism. Remember the Shah Bano
case and the infamous intervention that
fanned the fires of inter-religious conflict?
And its opposition to the law upending the
iniquitous instant triple talaq? The backward-
looking AIMPLB's grotesque response to the
current attacks on Muslims is to urge the gov-
ernment to enact legislation against blas-
phemy, which is a painful reminder of
Pakistan’s awful blasphemy laws. The de-
mand of the AIMPLB is unconscionable, does
notrepresent the community’s concernsand
must be withdrawn.

Jawaharlal Nehru had presciently ob-
served that too much religion and religiosity
would destroy our nation. That seems to be
happening already. How do we recover the
secular essence that is the lifeblood of our
country? Last year, the Delhi High Court un-
derlined the need for a uniform civil code in
order to overcome the tangles arising out of
the differences in various personal laws.
While the court’s prescription is unexception-
able, the rationale given was unconvincing.
To believe, as the court does, that modern
Indian society is “gradually becoming ho-
mogenous and the traditional barriers of re-
ligion, community and caste are slowly dissi-
pating”,isanabsolute travesty of facts.On the
contrary, the crux of the problem is that our
society continues to cling to archaic practices
in the name of religion, caste or tradition. It'’s
high time that our interpersonal and social
conduct is regulated by a uniform system of
rulesand regulations. The need of the houris
a uniform civil code that addresses issues of
equality and gender justice, but the under-
standable fear is that under the present dis-
pensation, such a code would be nothing
more than the universalisation of the Hindu
personal law.

The writeris a former civil servant and
Secretary General of the Lok Janshakti Party.
Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

HEAR CRITICISM

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘PM:
Attempts being made to ‘tarnish’ India's
image’ (IE, January 21). It is disappoint-
ing to find that despite the prime min-
ister's countless visits abroad, India's in-
ternational image continues to be
blemished. Apparently, leaders of the
West do not command as thorough
control over their media as Modi does.
The vain reluctance to recognise any
merit in international media criticism
of this government, by projecting the
truth as an insult to the nation, is banal
besides being detrimental to people's
interests. Accusatory facts must be
countered with facts, not demagoguery.
The nation can, in fact, be grateful to the
international media, for exposing to the
world the true state of our affairs, how-
ever well concealed by our “nationals”
behind walls and statues. It is the indi-
vidual's duty to claim their right, in the
interest of the society, and to not let the
leader make their self, the nation.

M Yusuf Ghazali, Patna

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘PM:
Attempts being made to ‘tarnish’ India's
image’ (IE, January 21). Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his keynote address
during the virtual launch ceremony of
‘Azadi Ke Amrit Mahotsav se Swarnim
Bharat Ke Ore’, lamented that prece-
dence given to rights, ignoring duties,
since independence has made the na-
tion weak. He also regretted that “there
is a tendency to tarnish the image of
India, including at the international
level”. Call it coincidence or irony, a re-

port just alongside it ‘India: UN should
recognise 'phobia’ against Hindus,
Buddhists, Sikhs', where TS Tirummurti,
India's Permanent Representative to the
United Nations speaking at the
International ~ Counter-Terrorism
Conference on January 18, about the
emergence of contemporary forms of re-
ligion-phobia, said “especially anti-
Hindu, anti-Buddhist, and anti-Sikh pho-
bias is a matter of serious concern and
need the attention of the UN and all
Member States to address this threat”.
Now putting such an agenda on the UN
table for discussion by the government
itself would inevitably raise doubts and
questions India’s secular credentials.

LR Murmu, Delhi

MUDDLED SURVEYS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Sanitation
realty check’ (IE, January 20). There is
no gainsaying that surveys conducted
by the government to show their
achievements and success in different
areas often do not present the true pic-
ture. This is because the survey reports
are softly manipulated and sanitised.
Such data contains noise that needs to
be reduced to know the reality. The
much-talked-about NFHS-5 may also
not be smelling roses in this respect.
Moreover, as the sanitation concept
changes from one person to another
person, leave alone from one state to
another state, parameters and bench-
marks were needed to be calibrated
accordingly.

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur
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UP: Kin say boy
‘died’ during
interrogation,
cops deny claim

Lucknow: A group of local resi-
dents in Lakhimpur Kheri staged
a protest following the death of a
17-year-old boy on early Sunday
morning who allegedly died after
being beaten up by the police dur-
ing questioning in a case of theft.

The boy belonged to the
Scheduled Tribe. On January 19,
he was called to a police outpost
after the boy’s uncle filed a com-
plaint against him for allegedly
stealing cellphone. On Sunday
morning, the boy succumbed to
injuries ata hospital where he was
undergoing treatment.

SP Sanjeev Suman said, "Two
days, the accused and his uncle
were called to the police outpost.
.. After two hours, both the parties
reached a compromise... The boy
was handed over to the family.”
The SPadded that the deceased's
family had alleged that onJanuary
20, hisuncle and another local res-
ident came home and thrashed
the boy brutally. He was, then, ad-
mitted toa hospital. However, in
a video widely shared on social
media, the boy's family alleged
that after the boy's uncle filed a
complaint, he was called at the po-
lice station. “Mother took him to
the police...The cops asked our
mother to return home and they
would see what action was to be
taken... They thrashed my brother
brutally. Two days back, he felt
unwell. He was rushed to a hospi-
talwhere hedied..,” said the boy’s
sisterin the video. The deceased's
family could not be contacted for
acomment. ENS

‘Relationship with India is our
most important relationship, period’

MILINDA MORAGODA, Sri
Lanka’s High Commissioner to
India, spoke to NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN about his coun-
try's economic crisis, relations
with India and big power rivalry
in the Indian Ocean. Excerpts:

How bad is the economic crisis
inSriLanka?

We have two challenges be-
fore us. One is the foreign ex-
change challenge, which is show-
ing at the moment. The other is
the fiscal challenge, alegacy inher-
ited since Independence because
we have lived beyond our means.
The pandemic has brought it to
the top.[American business mag-
nate and investor] Warren Buffett
has this famous quotation: “When
the tide goes down, you see whois
swimming naked.” I think the
pandemic has brought the tide
down. It is a real challenge, India
has stepped in to stabilise the sit-
uation a little bit, but we have to
deal with the root causes.

How hasIndia helped?

When [Sri Lankan Finance
Minister| Basil Rajapaksa visited
[inDecember2021],we agreed on
“four pillars of co-operation” for
the short term. The first column
was to do with emergency sup-
port for food and medicine, and
that is a $1-billion credit line an-
nounced by [External Affairs
Minister] Dr Jaishankar after his
more recent virtual discussion
with Mr Rajapaksa. The second
was to help with our petroleum
supply, where the idea was, on
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one side, a line of credit of $500
million announced [last
Wednesday], and the other was
also to collaborate with India on
the Trincomalee tank farm and
look at how we could work to-
gether for energy security and
storage. That is the second pillar.
The third was how India could
supportour [foreign exchange] re-
serves and that was in two stages
—thefirstwas India supported us
by giving a deferral of two months

India-Sri Lanka relations have
been up and down over the
last few years. Would you say
that Sri Lanka has had to
rethink its relationship with
India due to its economic
crisis?

[ wouldn't say 'rethinking'.
From the moment President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa took office,
he has always been very focussed
on the relationship with India. I
think President Rajapaksa wants
the two countries to come to-
gether, he wants the two
economies to integrate more. I
think the pandemic struck at a
very awkward moment for him,
ithit very soon after he took over.
And there again, India came up
with the vaccines...

How does Sri Lanka view the
intense rivalry for influence in
the Indian Ocean, with China
ononeside,and India on the
other with the Quad?
Throughout our history, our
biggest challenges and our biggest
opportunities have come from the
ocean... In the 1980s, when Sri
Lankawas perceived tobe close to
the US, there were tensions with
India and that had ramifications.
China is a new player. We have
learntlessons from our history on
how to manage this. Sometimes
we make mistakes, sometimes
we learn from our mistakes, and
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3 Dalits assaulted in Alwar: Police

Jaipur:Some unidentified people allegedly stopped a group of Dalits

returning from a wedding and assaulted them in Alwar district of
Rajasthan, police officials said on Sunday. The three people who were
assaulted received minor injuries in the scuffle in Malakheda area of
the district on Saturday night, they said. A case has been registered
and the matter is being investigated to ascertain the reason for the at-
tack, the police said.No arrest has been made in the case so far. PTI
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

l,akanasha sharma D/o- shri
naveen sharma,R/o- 38-B
/1,shree ramroad, vtc civil
lines, Delhi-110054 have
changed my name to ISHA for
all future purposes.
0040600200-2

I, Riya D/o Vinay Kumar, R/0 D-
2/100, 1st Floor, Sector-11,
Rohini, Delhi-110085, have
changed my name to Riya
Kanoongo. 0040600200-1

Anita Patnaik, residing at L008
Vivek Vihar Sector 82 Noida,
UP 201301 have changed my
name from Anita to Anita
Patnaik, vide affidavit dated
24/12/2021, before Notary ITO
New Delhi. 0050190847-1

I Bhanu Pratap Singh Chauhan
S/0, Yashpal Singh Chauhan
R/o Flat No B-703, Sethi Max
Royal, Sector-76, Noida 201304,
Up have changed my nameto
Bhanu Pratap Singh for all
purposes. 0040600173-1

I, Doop Singh Maan S/o Zile
Singh Maan R/o llakhar,
Kishanpura, Jhunjhunu,
Rajasthanin my 10th Class
certificate my surname
spelling wrongly mentioned
as MANN, instead of MAAN.
My correct and actual nameis
Doop Singh Maan for all
purposes. 0040600166-1

Itis for general information
that I DILAWAR KHAN Son of
ShriRIYAJUDDIN residing at R-
535, JJ Colony, Raghubir Nagar,
New Delhi-110027 declare
that name of mine and my
father has been wrongly
written as DILWAR KHAN and
RIAZUDDIN in my driving
licence N0-DL1019970026407.
The actual name of mine and
my father is DILAWAR KHAN
and RIYAJUDDIN respectively
which may be amended
accordingly. 0040600172-1

Ihave changed my name from
Ashok Naithanito Ashok
Kumar Naithani S/o Devi
Prasad NaithaniR/0 184,
Sector-1,Kamna
Vaishali,Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201010. To be known
me in future by this name.

0070769696-1

I Purvi Arun Pathak W/0
Tanmay Moghe R/0 of IB/13-C
Ashok Vihar, Phase 1, Delhi
110052 shall henceforth be
known as Purvi Moghe
affidavit no IN-
DL78335244980360U sworn
before notary Madan Lal
Gupta dated 17/01/2022

0050190568-1

INagender Kumar, residing at
L008 Vivek Vihar Sector 82
Noida, UP 201301 have
changed my name from
Nagender Mishrato Nagender
Kumar, vide affidavit dated
24/12/2021, before Notary ITO
New Delhi. 0050190849-1

SITUATION VACANT

Wanted Principal Tagore
International School, Vasant
Vihar, N Delhi. Apply withina
week to
atozprincipals@gmail.com,
Min qualification MA BEd and
20 years experience.

0040600115-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public atlarge is hereby informed that my
client namely SHRI RAMPHAL SON OF
SHRI RATTAN SINGH R/O VILLAGE
BAJITPUR THAKRAN, DELHI-39 have
disowned/ disinherited / debarred his son
(1) NARESH KUMAR and his daughter-
in-law (2) SMT. RAJESH W/O SH
NARESH KUMAR, his grandson (3)
SHRI GAURAV S/0 NARESH KUMAR,
his wife (4) SMT. KRISHNA W/O SH.
RAM PHAL ALL R/O VILLAGE
BAJITPUR THAKRAN, DELHI-39, his
daughter (5) RITAW/O SH. RAJ KUMAR|
R/O VILLAGE PALAM, DELHI from all
his moveable and immoveable
properties / assets and also severed all
his relations / connections from them due
to their misbehaviour, deplorable
attitude, disobedient, quarrelsome in
nature and not having good conduct
towards my client. Anybody dealing with
them shall do so at his / her / their own
costs, risks and consequences and my|
client shall not be responsible to anybody
for their acts and deeds in future.
Sanjay Rana (Advocate)
Plot No. 15, Near SDM/DC Office
Kanjhawala, Delhi-110081

Lost & Found
I, Dr. Saroj Kumar Shukla S/o
Shri G. S. Shukla, A7, 101,
Sector-17, Rohini Delhi-110089
have lost my all Property
Documents of DDA (Allotment
Letter, Challan Form for
Payment, Site Possession Slip,
handing over possession,
Perpetual Lease, Building
Sanction plan D form) of my
residence House no. i.e A7/101,
Sector-17, Rohini, Delhi-110089
on 18.11.2021 during travel from
bank to my working place to
residence hereby, it is requested
that if it is found by anybody
kindly return to me or inform on
below mentioned telephone
number.
Dr. Saroj Kumar Shukla
A7/101, Sector-17, Rohini
Delhi-110089
Mobile # 981848799.

e, & W ST 3 T gifteR (ame)
Ve & s | (fedar fferer)

W i HEt @ e # SRR $-UeEREe 99 UIeE hitp://eproc.cgstate.
gov.in ¥ TESIS I ST Fehel €, T2l & AT % 99 W www.korbamunicipal.in
R oft T T HA

(T.No. 90948)

|| oS WRE formtor & dE E 1 /-
HRETST ST
TR uTfeses fme
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OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER
4, DBN, NCC, OKHLA, NEW DELHI

Tele: 26310011, Email: nccdelhi_4delhibnncc@yahoo.in
4DBN/NCC/Q/2021-22/673 19 Jan 2022

AUCTION NOTICE

This notice is for auction of State property Fund, Centre Property
Fund, Camp Stock and “unserviceable, unusable & misc items
i.e. Diesel Generator Set, Heater Hotline/Burrbery, Cooler
Desert, Photostate Machine, Digital Camera, Water Cooler,
Laptop, Mouse & iron items etc lying in this unit office premises.
Pay order/DD of Rs. 1,000/ in favour of Office Commanding 4
Delhi Bn NCC must be deposited with the cashier of this unit to
participate in tendering. Tenders must be sealed & dropped
inside tender box placed at above mentioned address up to
1200 Hrs on 04 Feb 2022. Tenders will be opened on 10 Feb
2022 from 1200 Hrs by the Board of Officers. Interested bidder
can visit the unit premise for assessing the rates of condemned
items from 01 Feb 2022 to 04 Feb 2022.

Sd/-
(Rohit Sachdeva)
Lt Col

DIP/Shabdarth/0601/21-22 Adm Officer

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
Directorate of Floriculture Srinagar Kashmir
Ted-Line4-24 74234 Fany - 2402132 = ernail: - kashflori@reditfrail.com

Glst of e-Tendar Molice Mo, 39 of 2022
Dated: - 200012022
Ferand on behal of he L. Govemor of JEK UT, e-lender s mviied
Trom intarested parliesparsons for Chrsourcing of ooty licket-
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Department Kashmir s per datals gaen beloe; -
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as a good member, and we do
what we can do to support the
process. But thereisalimit towhat
we can do there. We see the rela-
tionship withIndia to be the most
important relationship in the re-
gion, itisour mostimportantrela-
tionship, period. We will manage
thatinaway where we can hope-
fully work from the transactional,
strategic to a special relationship
and build trust...

One of the traditional areas of
friction between India and Sri
Lanka has been the Tamil
issue, and recently, Tamil
parliamentarians wrote to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
asking him to ensure the
implementation of the 13th
Amendment. Do you foresee
this becoming anissue
between the two countries?
President Rajapaksa on
Tuesday in his presidential ad-
dress to Parliament referred to a
committee of experts he has set
up to develop the framework of
the new Constitution, which he
said he will place before the
Cabinet and the Parliament for
discussion. I think he should be
given the opportunity. As some-
body who has been involved in
different facets of it, travelling to
these areas in the north and the
east, people are not interested in
constitutions. They want liveli-
hood, they want development. All
political parties should also work
on that paradigm...
FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

Report by lawyers, rights
groups self-serving and
sponsored: Tripura to SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

THE TRIPURA government has
termed a fact-finding report by
ateam of lawyers and rights or-
ganisations on the alleged com-
munal violence in the state last
year as “sponsored” and “self-
serving”, and questioned the
“selective outrage” of petition-
ers who approached the
Supreme Court seeking “inde-
pendent investigation” into the
incidents.

“..Just few months back, se-
ries of pre-poll and post-poll
communal violence took place
in the state of West Bengal. The
so-called 'public spirit' of the pe-
titioners did not move few
months back in a larger scale of
communal violence and sud-
denly their "public spirit' aroused
due to some instances ina small
state like Tripura,” the state gov-
ernment said in an affidavit filed
in the Supreme Court.

The state government said it
was highlighting the “selective
outrage” of the petitioners “not...
as a defence, but to satisfy” the
court “that under the garb of
'public interest’, the august fo-
rum” of the court “is used for ap-
parently oblique purpose”.

The affidavit also alleged that

public interest litigation (PIL)
was being misused. It said that
since the court “stopped exercis-
ing jurisdiction based on mere
newspaper reports, a new device
is found to be adopted... Either a
pre-planned and planted article
started emerging in a few
tabloids which becomes the ba-
sis of the PIL subsequently or
such so-called 'public-spirited'
send their own teams to gener-
ate a self-serving report”, which
“thereafter becomes the cause of
action as well as 'material' based
upon which targeted petitions
are filed under the nomencla-
ture of” PILs.

The affidavit was filed in re-
sponse to a plea by lawyer
Ehtesham Hashmi, who was one
of the members of the team that
drew up the fact-finding report
titled ‘Humanity Under Attackin
Tripura — #Muslim Lives
Matter’. Hashmi’s Twitter bio
refers to him as Supreme Court
lawyer and member of AICC
Legal Cell (SC).

Hashmi’s petition said he
was constrained to approach the
court toseekits urgentinterven-
tion “inrespect of a series of hate
crimes that took place between
13.10.2021 and 27.10.2021 in
Tripura” He contended that de-
spite the gravity and magnitude
of the incidents, no concrete

steps were taken by the state po-
lice against the alleged miscre-
ants and rioters.

Denying the allegations, the
state said the report “is a unilat-
eral, exaggerated and distorted
version of incidents...and has no
veracity in the eyes of law”. The
affidavit said “the situation in
the... state has allalong been un-
der control of the law enforcing
machinery”.

The affidavit also pointed out
that the Tripura High Court had
already taken suo motu cogni-
sance of the incidents, and the
matter is pending before it. The
state government said the peti-
tioners could approach the high
court if they wanted.

The state also referred to the
Supreme Court recently reject-
ing a plea seeking its interven-
tion to check violence during the
recent West Bengal municipal
elections and directing the peti-
tioners to approach the Kolkata
High Court.

The state government also
said it had been diligently per-
forming its constitutional obli-
gations of protecting life and
property of citizens. Inresponse
tolastyear's violence, the state's
affidavit said, 27 people have
been arrested so far and 157 per-
sons/organisations have been
served with notices.

TWO MORE CMs WRITE TO PM TO OPPOSE PROPOSED CHANGE TO IAS RULES

Strikes at the root of

Change will induce fear
psychosis among IAS
officers, says Pinarayi

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 23

KERALA CHIEF Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Sunday wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, urging
the Centre to drop the proposed
amendments to the IAS (Cadre)
Rules, 1954.

Earlier, at least three
Opposition-ruled states - West
Bengal, Rajasthan and Jharkhand
- had opposed the proposed
amendment, and had written to
the Prime Minister, urging him to
roll back the decision, claiming
thatthe change inrules for central
deputation of IAS officers will af-
fect states' administration.

In his letter to the PM the
Kerala CM wrote, “The proposed
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Services will
definitely in-
duce a fear
psychosis
and an atti-
tude of hesi-
tancy among
All  India
Service Officers to implement
policies of a state government,
which are formed by party/par-
ties politically opposed by the rul-
ing party at the Centre.”

The present deputation rules
are heavilyloaded in favour of the
Centre and bringing in further
stringency would further weaken
the very root of co-operative fed-
eralism. The Kerala governmentis
of the opinion that the proposed
amendments be dropped, Vijayan
wrote. He said in the federal set-
up, the state governments are on
par with the Centre as both of
themare elected by the people, al-
though the division of authority
inthe Constitution gives the Union
jurisdiction over a wide range of
subjects.

our federal polity, state
autonomy, says Stalin

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHENNAI, JANUARY 23

CENTRE'S PROPOSED amend-
ments to the IAS (Cadre) Rules
“strikes at the very root” of the na-
tion's federal polity and state au-
tonomy, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin on Sunday
wirrote to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, urging him to drop the
move. Expressing concern over
the draft amendments proposed
by the Centre, Stalin strongly ob-
jectedtoit.

The amendment proposal
“strikes at the very root of our fed-
eral polity and state autonomy”,
he wrote. Ifimplemented, the pro-
posed amendments would cause
irreparable damage to the spirit of
cooperative federalism that exist
between Unionand the statesand
lead to concentration of powersin
the union government.

“I'would also like to highlight
the fact that many of the state gov-
ernments are also woefully short
of officers at specific seniorities,
primarily due to the wrong cadre
management policies followed by
the uniongovernment,” the Chief
Minister wrote.

While
the Union is
availing the
common
pool from
Group-I offi-
cers at the
national
level, the
state govern-
ments solely
depend on
the limited pool of IAS officers
available in the state, he wrote.

The state governments are at
the forefront of implementation
of various programmes. The states
also face frequent natural disas-
ters which demands services of
IAS officers in the state more than
elsewhere. Under such circum-
stances, forcing the state govern-
ments to depute officers would
surely aggravate the 'governance
deficit' in various states due to
shortage of officers and also it is
an ‘affront’ to the administrative
frame work of the states, Stalin
added. “Irequest you todrop these
proposed amendments to IAS
(Cadre) Rules, 1954 instead en-
gage with state governments to
further strengthen the federal
spirit of the nation...” he wrote.

MK Stalin

upto 04.03.2022

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU
TIRUPUR HIGHWAYS

=——= (Gonstruction & Maintenance) Circle 21¥»"Gu@madpr

TENDER NOTICE
T.N.No.27/2021-22/HDO

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu,
Percentage tender through online only will be received
11.00 hours by the Superintending
Engineer (H), C&M, Tirupur Circle for CRIDP 2021-2022
Works -(Dharapuram TPR - 068 - Tirupur TPR - 069 and
Single Works 3 Nos) - pertaining Dharapuram & Tirupur
(H) C&M Division.

Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD,
availability of tender documents and all other details are
available from 31.01.2022 onwards in the Government
website https://tntenders.gov.in.
Corrections in the tender, it will be published in the above
Government website only.

DIPR /537 / Tender /2022

GOVERNOR'S SECRETARIAT
JHARKHAND, RANCHI-834008

Tel- 0651 - 2283465,
2283466 2283467
Fax -0651 - 2284870

ADVERTISEMENT

Applications are invited online for the post of Vice-Chancellor,
Jharkhand State Open University, Ranchi.

E-mail - jhrgov(@jhr.nic.in
www.rajbhavanjharkhand.nic.in|

PR 262246 Governor(21-22)D

Online applications are invited from interested eligible candidates having
scholarly pursuit, academic interest, administrative ability and other desired
qualifications for the post of :-

Vice Chancellor, Jharkhand State Open University, Ranchi.
All the instructions and link regarding submission of online application are
available on website having URL www.rajbhavanjharkhand.nic.in or

www.jharkhanduniversities.nic.in_from 24.01.2022 Monday 00:00 HRS.
sd/-

0.S.D. (Judicial) to Governor
-cum- Co-ordinator, Search Committee

Superintending Engineer (H),

> .‘

5 Vb 5 mpisit

Dated: 22.01.2022

If any Changes /

C&M, Circle, Tirupur.

"Cengmar BLEG HHHSMD S@LEEEMD, engmar yfitg FASSMD usLICUMD"

| “"IMPORTANT" |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

New Delhi
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TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

DASHBOARD, AS ON JAN 22

Active cases
21,87,205

vl Newcases
DAYSSINCE 3,33,533

Deaths
525

PANDEMIC
il Weekly CFR:0.52% | OverallCFR:1.38% | Totaldeaths: 4,80,409
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SURGE IN THE STATES
State ON JANUARY 22 Weekly
New Cases | ActiveCases | Deaths | positivity
Maharashtra 46,393 2,79,930 56 20.98%
Kerala 45136 247938 132 38.67%
Karnataka 42,470 3,30,477 26 18.47%
Tamil Nadu 30,744 1,94,697 33 18.06%
Gujarat 23,150 1,29,875 15 17.77%
CASES IN THE CITIES, LAST 10 DAYS
DELHI MUMBAI
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TOTAL TESTS 71,55,20,580
TESTSON JAN 22 WEEKLY POSITIVITY OVERALL POSITIVITY
20,20,688 16.18% 5.48%
INDIA TOTAL DOSES 161,92,84,270

(Adults 1st dose: 88,57,74,825; adults second dose: 68,39,22,086; 15-18
age group first dose: 4,15,77,103; precautionary doses:80,10,256)

M Firstdose M Seconddose

JANUARY 22: 76,24,192
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The comments in

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 23

THEHEAD of the German navy, Vice Admiral
Kay-Achim Schénbach, resigned on Saturday
evening after certain comments made by him
while on an official visit to India drew criti-
cismin Germany and triggered a diplomatic
situation in Ukraine.

What exactly happened here?

Vice Admiral Schénbach, who was speak-
ing at an event organised by the Manohar
Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and
Analyses (MP-IDSA) in Delhi, said on Friday
that Russia’s President Vladimir Putin de-
served “respect”, and that Ukraine would
never get back the Crimean peninsula that
Moscow annexed in 2014.

The comments came at a sensitive mo-
ment, with tens of thousands of Russian
troops amassed at Ukraine's borders, NATO's
negotiations with Russia stalemated, and US
President Joe Biden having predicted this
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week that Putinwould “move in” and invade
Ukraine.

The German Defence Ministry asked the
navy chief for an explanation,and on Saturday
evening, Schonbach posted on his official
Twitter handle that his “security policy state-
ments in a talk show at a think tank in India”
were his “personal opinion for that moment
onthe spot”.

He added that he “shouldn't have done it
like that... it was a clear mistake”, according
to a translation of the tweet in German.

He submitted his resignation later that
evening.

Butwhat did Schonbach really say?

“The Crimean Peninsulais gone. It's never
comingback. Thisisafact.” he said. “Is Russia
really interested in a small tiny strip of Ukraine
soil tointegrate into their country? No, thisis
nonsense. Putinis probably putting pressure
because he can do it, and he knows he splits
us, he splits the European Union.”

What Putin “really wants is respect”, he
said. “Oneye level, he wants respect. And my

SimprLY PUT

Reining in the subsidy bill
After falling for several years, the food and fertiliser subsidy outlay has reversed the trend since 2020-21,
thanks to additional allocation, higher food procurement amid Covid-19, and rising global fertiliser prices.

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

ON FEBRUARY 1, Budget day, two numbers
likely to come under close scrutiny relate to the
Centre’s spending on food and fertiliser sub-
sidy. Between 2015-16 and 2019-20, the ag-
gregate outlay on the two fell, both in absolute
terms (from Rs 211,834 crore to Rs 189,813
crore) and as a share of the Centre’s total ex-
penditure (from 11.8% to 7.1%). A further drop,
toRs 186,879 crore and 6.1%, was projected in
the Budget for 2020-21 presented on February
1,2020. This was before Covid-19 struck.

That declining trend has, however, since
completely reversed. The combined food and
fertiliser subsidy bill in the revised estimates
for 2020-21 was a massive Rs 556,565 crore,
representing 16.1% of the Centre’s entire
Budget (Table 1). While the budget estimates
for 2021-22 stood lower, they are still way
above the trend till 2019-20.

There are two reasons for the reversal.

Coming clean

The first has todowith the Centre, until last
year, not providing fully for the subsidy, aris-
ing from the Food Corporation of India (FCI)
and fertiliser firms selling grains/nutrients at
below cost to publicdistribution system (PDS)
consumers/farmers.

Inthe case of food, the Centre wasn’t wholly
funding the difference between the FCI's eco-
nomic cost —- what it incurs in procuring, han-
dling, transporting, distributing and storing
grain — and its average issue price, multiplied
by the quantities sold. To bridge the gap, FCI
had to borrow heavily, especially from the
National Small Savings Fund (NSSF). These
loans were availed at interest rates ranging
from 7.4% to 8.8% per annum.

Table 2 shows that FCI's borrowings from
NSSFin2019-20,atRs 110,000 crore, exceeded
the food subsidy of Rs 108,688 crore provided
through the Budget. The same goes for fertilis-
ers, where the industry was owed Rs 48,000
crore of subsidy dues at the start of 2020-21.
The budgeted subsidy of Rs 71,309 crore fell
short of the requirement of about Rs 85,000
crore just for 2020-21, exclusive of arrears.

But in the revised estimates for 2021-22,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman allo-
cated an additional Rs 3,69,687 crore towards
food and fertiliser subsidy. As a result, all out-
standing NSSF loans to FCI got repaid and the
fertiliser subsidy dues cleared at one go. This

The appeal

SUANSHUKHURANA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

ADAY after the eternal flame at Amar Jawan
Jyoti was merged with the one at the National
War Memorial, the government has dropped
Abide With Me, the sombre highpoint of the
conclusion of the Republic Day celebrations.

Penned in the pre-modern world by Henry
Francis Lyte, a Scottish Anglican minister, the
hymn, known for its simplicity and sombre
theme, is often sung to English composer
William Henry Monk’s evocative tune
Eventide, and has been a fixture in India’s
Beating Retreat ceremony since 1950.

It is always the last piece played by the
brass bands before the troops recede up
Raisina Hill to the tune of poet Allama Igbal’s
Saare jahan se achha, and the last before the
retreat buglers bring down the Indian flag.

In 2020, reports had emerged about the
hymnbeing dropped from the Beating Retreat
Ceremony and being replaced by Vande
Mataram. Following criticism, the hymn was
retained in 2020 and 2021.

At the ceremony, the hymn — played by

God, giving him respect is low-cost, even no-
cost. It is easy to give him the respect he de-
mands, and probably deserves.”

Schonbach said it was important to have
Russia on the side of the West against China.
“..And there we have a Christian country,even
Putin, he’s an atheist but it doesn't matter. I
think having this big country, even if it is not
a democracy, on our side [is important]...
probably keeps Russia away from China”.

Whatis the situation with Ukraine and
Russiaright now?

According to Western nations, Russiaand
Ukraine could be on the brink of war. Russia
has positioned more than 100,000 troops
along the border. British officials said on
Saturday that Putin plans to instal a pro-
Russian leadership in Kyiv.

OnJanuary 19, President Biden delivered
agrim prognosis of the situation.

“Dol think he’ll (Putin) test the West, test
the United States and NATO, as significantly as
he can? Yes, I think he will,” Biden told re-
porters at the White House. “But I think he

CENTRE’S SPENDING ON SUBSIDY (Rs CRORE) FCI'SBORROWINGS FROM NSSF

FISCAL FOOD | FERTILISER| TOTAL | CENTRE'S | TOTAL (Rs CR[]RE)

YEAR SUBSIDY | SUBSIDY | (1+2) | BUDGET* | AS%

(APR-MAR) M @) (1+2) @) OF3) BORROWED | REPAID | OUTSTANDING*
2013-14 | 92000 | 67339 |159339 | 1559447 | 1022 | 201617 | 70000 B Gl
2014-15 117,671 71,076 | 1,88,747 | 16,63,673 | 11.35 2017-18 65,000 | 14,000 1,21,000
2015-16 139419 | 72415 | 211,834 | 1790,783 | 11.83 2018-19 97000 | 27,000 1,91,000
2016-17 1,10,173 66,313 |1,76,486 | 19,75,194 | 8.94 2019-20 110,000 | 46,400 2,54,600
2017-18 1,00282 | 66468 |1,66,749 | 21,41973 | 7.78 202021 | 136,600 | 68400 322.800
2018-19 101,327 | 70,605 |1,71,932 | 2315113 | 743 )
2019-20 | 108688 | 81124 |1389,813 | 26,86,330 | 7.07 2020-21 84,636 |3,39,236 Nil
2020-21** | 1155570 | 71309 |1,86,879 | 30,42,230 | 6.14 2021-22 Nil Nil Nil
2020-21"**| 422,618 | 1,33,947 |5,56,565 | 34,50,305 | 1613 *As of end-fiscal;

2021-22** | 242,836 | 79,530 13,22,366 | 34,83,236 | 9.25 “Budget Estimates;

*Centre’s total expenditure; **Budget Estimates; ***Revised Estimates. “Fll data.

Source: Union Budget documents for various years. Source: Budget papers and FCIL.

exercise of coming clean — the Centre owing
upitsexpenditures, rather than transferring to
the balance sheets of FCl and fertiliser compa-
nies —also meant a huge one-time spike in the
subsidy bill.

Covid and after

The second source of overshooting has
been Covid (in respect of food subsidy)and so-
aring international prices (vis-a-vis fertilisers).

In 2020-21, a record 93.11 million tonnes
(mt) of rice and wheat was sold through the
PDS, compared to 6219 mt,65.91 mtand 60.37
mtinthe preceding three fiscals. Government
agencies also procured 103.53 mt of the two
cereals from the 2020-21 crop, surpassing the
previous high of 90.82 mt in 2019-20, 78.53
mtin2018-19 and 73.97 mtin 2017-18.

Simply put, the post-Covid crisis led the
Centre to not only distribute, but also procure,
unprecedented quantities of grain. The PDS —
more so, the 5 kg of free grain per person per
month given under the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana(PMGKAY), apart from the
regular 5 kg quota of wheat or rice at Rs 2 and
Rs 3/kg, respectively — became the govern-
ment’s preeminent social safety net pro-
gramme, both during and after the lockdown.

The 5 kg extra grain provision under
PMGKAY was implemented for eight months
(April-November 2020, until the Bihar elec-
tions) in 2020-21. In the current fiscal, it was
restarted in May 2021 and has been extended
until March 2022, when polls in UP and four

other states also get over. With PDS grain off-
take already at 74.55 mt in April-December
2021, and three months to go, the total quan-
tum of subsidised/free sales looks set to top
100 mt,anew high. Government officials have
further indicated that PMGIAY alone will cost
Rs 1.47 lakh crore this fiscal, with the revised
food subsidy bill ataround Rs 3.7 lakh crore, as
against the budgeted Rs 242,836 crore.

A similar overshooting, despite no pend-
ing past dues, is expected in fertiliser subsidy.
The primary reason is global prices. Urea im-
ports into India are taking place now at $900-
1,000 per tonne (cost plus freight) and di-am-
monium phosphate at $900, while ruling at
$300 and $400 respective levels a year ago.
Prices of MOP (muriate of potash), too, have
surged over this period, from $230to $600 per
tonne. So have that of imported inputs: phos-
phoric acid ($689 to $1,330), ammonia ($300
to $900), rock phosphate ($100 to $200) and
sulphur ($150to $300).

Following the surge ininternational prices,
the Centre last month secured Parliament’s ap-
proval for an additional Rs 58,430 crore to-
wards fertiliser subsidy through a supplemen-
tary demand for grants. Rating firm ICRA
Limited pegs the revised fertiliser subsidy fig-
ure for 2021-22 at Rs 140 lakh crore-plus, up
from the budgeted Rs 79,530 crore.

The road ahead

The overshooting of the food and fertiliser
subsidy by roughly Rs 1.9lakh crorein2021-22,

in spite of no carry forward from previous
years, would raise the hackles of fiscal hawks.
This is particularly when 10-year Indian gov-
ernment bond yields — a barometer for inter-
estrates in the economy — have climbed from
5.96%t0 6.62% in the last one year.

The hawks can derive some comfort,
though, from no blockbuster elections being
scheduled for 2022-23: The political imper-
ative for extending PMGKAY may not be as
great for Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh as
for UP and Bihar. Also, the current Omicron
wave doesn’t seem presenting a threat call-
ing for intense lockdowns like those in 2020-
21 and 2021-22. Itis realistic, then, to expect
a lower food subsidy outgo in 2022-23. The
same cannot be said for fertiliser subsidy,
where there is no certainty with regard toin-
ternational prices.

Many economists would, of course, want
more substantive measures to rein in subsidy.
These include hiking PDSissue prices, capping
grain procurement, decontrolling urea and
providing a fixed per-tonne nutrient-based
subsidy similar to that for other fertilisers. But
such far-reaching reforms may be easierin the
first three than the last two years of a govern-
ment's term — irrespective of the results of the
Assembly elections.

(Damodaran is National Rural Affairs &
Agriculture Editor of The Indian Express and
currently on sabbatical as Senior Fellow at the
Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi)

of hymn ‘Abide With Me’ in India

the massed bands of the three armed services
— creates a sombre moment when the tubu-
lar bells ring from the North and the South
blocks, followed by an echo effect created by
musicians posted atop the two buildings.

The hymn

Lyte wrote the hymn in 1820 after visiting
afriend, whoin his last moments continually
uttered “abide with me”, arequest to ease his
pain. But he kept the piece to himself until his
owndeathin 1847. Paradoxically, the first time
the hymn was actually sung was at Lyte’sown
funeral in Nice.

The hymn, which is popular across
Christian denominations, was also played at
the wedding of Queen Elizabeth II, and by mu-
sicians as the Titanic went down. It also be-
came popular during World War I. Edith
Cavell, a British nurse, would sing it the night
before she was shot by a German squad for
helping British soldiers escape from occupied
Belgium. It is played during various military
services in Australia and New Zealand.

Significance in India
Abide With Me was one of Mahatma

OBAERTAR

-

Vice-Admiral Schonbach speaks at
MP-IDSA on Friday. Twitter/@IDSAIndia

will pay a serious and dear price forit that he
doesn’t think now will cost him what it’s go-
ing to cost him.”

US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken
met Russian Foreign Minister Sergey V Lavrov
in Geneva on Friday. International media re-
ports said the US had offered a summit be-

Gandhi's personal favourites. He first heard it
played by Mysore Palace Band.

At Sabarmati Ashram, the ashram bha-
janavali, with the bhajans Vaishnav Jan Toh
and Ram Dhun by Tulsidas, Raghupati Raghav
Raja Raminit, Abide With Me, along with Lead
Kindly Light, was put together under Gandhi’s
watch. The gentle hymn at the dusk of
January 29 has also been a moment to re-
member Gandhi as the next day is the day he
was assassinated.

The last phrase of the hymn, ‘O death,
whereis thy sting? O grave, where s thy victory?'
has been drawn from the Bible. The moment
is also an ode to soldiers who have laid their
lives in defending the country.

The hymn is sung regularly in church
choirs, and in educational institutions in the
country.

It has been translated into various Indian
languages. There is also a Usha Uthup version
in a Bangla film titled Madly Bengali.

What changes

Abide With Me has beenreplaced with Kavi
Pradeep’s seminal Aye Mere Watan Ke Logon,
which was written in the wake of the Sino-

tween Biden and Putin in a final attempt to
defuse the crisis, but that Blinken had under-
lined that the right of Ukraine and other coun-
tries to join NATO was not negotiable.

Russia has been asking the US to stop the
expansion of NATO to the east, and to not es-
tablish military bases in former Soviet states,
ordevelop bilateral military cooperation with
them.

And where does Germany stand?

While the UK and the US have sent
weapons to Ukraine, Germany has so far not
done so, despite appeals from Kyiv. Defence
Minister Lambrecht sought to explain
Germany’s position in an interview to Welt
am Sonntag: “We are standing on Kyiv's side.
We have to do everything to de-escalate.
Currently,arms deliveries would not be help-
fulin this respect; there is agreement on this
in the German government.”

How has Ukraine responded to

Schénbach's comments?
Kyiv has been very upset,and the German

New Delhi

Indian War, and went on to become a tableau
of Indian nationalism.

The song was first sung on January 27,
1963.Composed by CRamachandraand sung
by Lata Mangeshkar, it was first performed at
Delhi’s National Stadium in a fundraiser or-
ganised by the film industry for war widows.
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru welled up as the six-
and-a-half-minute song was sung.

Quite a few changes have happened in the
playlist of the Beating Retreat ceremony in the
last few years but Abide With Me had remained
untouched, mostly because its symbolic
sonority goes beyond the ceremony.

2016 saw a focus on popular music and
less on traditional western and Indian martial
tunes. A version of A R Rahman'’s Bharat
Humko Jaan Se Pyaara Hai, Ma Tujhe Salaam,
and Laxmikant Pyarelal's Dil Diya Hai Jaan Bhi
Denge were experimented with.

This year, a Kumaoni tune from
Uttarakhand, Channa Billauri, has made it to
the list. The folk piece, first sung by singer
Beena Tiwari on radio, is a gentle ditty about
awoman asking her father to not marry herin
a village named Channa Bilauri because she
feels that it’s unusually hot there.

India that led to removal of Germany’s navy chief

ambassador, Anka Feldhusen, was called in
toreceive its “categorical unacceptability” of
Schénbach's comments. The Ukrainians also
demanded that the Germans publicly disown
Schénbach's statements.

On Saturday, Ukraine's Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba tweeted: “Recent statements
by Germany about the impossibility of trans-
ferring defence weapons to Ukraine, in partic-
ular due to permission to third parties, the fu-
tility of returning Crimea, hesitations to
disconnect Russia from SWIFT — do not cor-
respond to the level of our relations and the
current security situation.”

Was Schonbach speaking specifically
about Russia and Ukraine in India?

He was not. He was delivering a talk on
Germany's Indo-Pacific Strategy, and spoke
about a range of topics, including China.

India and Germany must work together
to promote defence and security ties in the
region, he said.
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Monojit Majumdar: Rebels Against the
Raj documents seven remarkable
foreigners who gave up their country
and their old lives to embrace and
immerse themselves in India. Why is it
important to know them now?

This book has been in the making for a
very long time. [ wrote a biography of
Verrier Elwin, an Oxford scholar who came
to India in the 1920s, became the leading
authority on Adivasis, was close to both
Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru,
and was the first foreigner to be granted
Indian citizenship after 1947. One of his
abiding regrets was that despite all his
books on Adivasis, having met Madeleine
Slade (later Mira Behn) at Sabarmati
Ashram, knowing Gandhi and Nehru and
understanding their nationalism, he did-
n't have that absolute mark of identifica-
tion with India, which was going to prison
during the Raj. That's why I wanted to write
about people who took this rather radical
step of identifying so completely with their
adopted country, that they were willing to
undergo arrest and incarceration. After |
finished the second volume of my Gandhi
biography in 2018, I began writing this
book. It just so happensitis outin the 75th
year of Indian independence butitis timely
because it is principally a group portrait of
seven extraordinary individuals and
through them, provides a newer under-
standing of 20th century India and its en-
counters with the West. It's a challenge to
xenophobia, insularity and parochialism.
It also questions the sense that Indians
know everything and can’t learn anything
from foreigners. Jingoism is sweeping the
world and these lives are a challenge to that
kind of view. I think they uphold the best
traditions of our freedom movement; peo-
ple like Gandhi and Tagore, who were com-
pletely grounded in India but willing toen-
gage with open minds and learn from other
countries and cultures.

Mongjit Majumdar: Seventy-two years
after the Constitution was adopted,
where does India’s republican
experiment stand today?

In some ways, democracy has deep-
ened. Narendra Modi is the Prime Minister
with an OBC background. Mamata
Banerjee, who has nodynastic connection
in politics, is also completely self-made. Our
voting percentages are still high. Many of
ourentrepreneurs are no longer from stan-
dard business families like the Ambanis,
Birlas and Tatas.

Inotherways, I think we are facingade-
cline, particularly in the quality, capability,
and effectiveness of our publicinstitutions.
The civil service, the judiciary and the me-
dia are performing at below optimum lev-
els, atlevels the framers of the Constitution
would never have anticipated. If Ambedkar
and his colleagues had seen the turbidity,
laggardness and delays in the judiciary,
seen how much of the media is completely
captive to the ruling party, how bureaucrats
and police officers just serve their political
masters and not what is laid down in the
Constitution, they would be horrified. Our
institutional decay has been going on fora
very long time and isn’t just a product of
this government. It dates back to the '70s
and the Congress
governments. More
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RAMACHANDRA
GUHA

amachandra Guhaisa

historian and public

intellectual whose
works include a biography of
Gandhi, a
pioneering

history of
cricket and his
latest book,
Rebels against
the Raj (Penguin/Allen Lane).

An authority on modern India,

heis an important voice on
contemporary India and the
nation’s journey, 72 years after
it adopted the Constitution

Sandeep Dwivedi: Once princely states
invited foreigners, now we have
Jaspreet Bumrah getting spotted by
John Wright in the IPL. What is the role
outsiders have played for cricketers
inIndia?

The global context starts from
Ranjitsinhji, who had to make his name in
England before being accepted as an Indian
cricketer. Sunil Gavaskar said how an
English coach called TS Worthington, who
was opening batsman and played Test
matches for England in the 1930s, taught
him how to play the rising ball at a school
camp in the 1960s. There have also been
reverse examples. Bishan Singh Bedi taught
Alan Knott yoga to improve his flexibility.
The great thing about cricket is that it is

truly non-xenopho-
bic. The fans are xeno-

environmental
history, a social

recently, of course,
our ruling party is
completely silent on
sectarian polemics.
So secular institu-
tional decline is
something  that

Aslongas Sonia and Rahul
Gandbhi are in charge of
Congress, it (rewriting of
history) can keep going on.
Because in Sonia Gandhi’s

phobic, but cricketers
are not.

Sandeep Dwivedi:
You were in cricket
administration...Is
therean

should worry us. inevitability in the
IBUt fOfg country history, Congress is all the g;‘t'anctgdt‘flt]

as large and compli- . . . em that the
cated as India, things Gandhi famlly... I think political class will
don'tal i . ail I
e Modiand Shahwantthe  Bomerertes
Itis always harder for Gandhi familv there or his

a historian to pass Y qualifications?

judgment on what'’s
happening today as
compared to what
happened 15 or 20
years ago. But in my
interim opinion, this

forever, for both political
and ideological, and
history-rewriting reasons

I agree. I think
Sourav Ganguly’s
tenure has been dis-
appointing in thata
person who was in-

is the Republic’s

fourth major crisis.

The first was Partition. The second was the
’60s, when we had wars with China and
Pakistan, severe droughts and food riots.
The third was the Emergency. And now it
is the fourth. The rest of the world knows
this, though some of us might be navel-
gazing. Either the ruling party will claim
India is more powerful and respected than
ever before, which is complete nonsense,
or the Opposition will only see Modi as
the problem. But what about institutional
decline, sectarian mobilisation and finally,
the galloping pace of environmental
degradation? Evenif there was no climate
change, India today would be an environ-
mental basket case, exacting a huge so-
cial, economic and medical health cost.
India came through the previous crisis, re-
built itself and rededicated itself to con-
stitutional values. I can’t say the same will
happen this time.

dependent-minded
and stood up for
what he believed
was right as captain has become so sub-
missive and deferential. Why didn’t he
fight for the Ranji Trophy? I hope that our
defeatin South Africa leads to some intro-
spection about how not having a Ranji
Trophy may have contributed to us not
having a very good bench strength. Is
there a great young Indian batsman now
after Kohli? No. You learn batting in the
long haul only in Ranji Trophy, you can’t
learnitin IPL.

Liz Mathew: The BJP has managed not
justan electoral victory but succeeded
in making an ideological intrusion. It
has changed the narrative. How is

this happening?

[ think of the poet WB Yeats’ lines —
“The best lack all conviction, while the
worst are full of passionate intensity”—
when I contrast Manmohan Singh with

RAMACHANDRA GUHA, HISTORIAN
Civil service, judiciary, media are performing at below optimum
levels...framers of Constitution would’ve been horrified

Ramachandra Guha on the Indian Republic, deepening of democracy, undermining of public institutions, rewriting of history, and the abandoning of national icons
by the Congress, allowing the BJP to appropriate them. This session was moderated by MONOJIT MAJUMDAR, Editor for Explanatory Journalism, The Indian Express

Narendra Modi and Amit Shah, or Rahul
Gandhi with Shah. No one should under-
estimate the political intelligence of
Narendra Modi. I think the political intel-
ligence of Amit Shah may be overrated;
he’s a manipulator and a divider, an in-
triguer but Modi understands things. He
understands how to shift the narrative.
The fact that the BJP has claimed Patel and
Bose — two life-long Congressmen — as
itsicons, is a sign of how clever he is, and
insome ways, diabolically clever he is. But
of course, it's the Congress party who has
ceded them. At a state level, I think they
face robust ideological opposition. Butab-
solutely do not underestimate Modi’s in-
telligence, his ability to manipulate sym-
bols, ideas, names, rewrite the past and
paint dreams of what the future might be
like. Clearly Rahul Gandhi is incapable of
opposing him, not just politically, but also
ideologically. In many ways, the Gandhis
are Modi and the BJP’s best friends and
this is becoming more evident every day.
History will pass its own verdict on what's
happening.1am looking beyond symbols,
ideas and statues and events to the deeper
degradation of Indian democracy. We
should be worried about all that has gone
on under Modi’s watch for the last eight
years, and particularly after 2019, after
Amit Shah entered the Cabinet.

Liz Mathew: Being a historian, you
must have assessed the purpose of
this history rewriting for the right
wing, and it is in the process now.
How far canitgo?

As long as Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi are in charge of the Congress, it can
keep going on. Because in Sonia Gandhi’s
history, the Congress is all the Gandhi fam-
ily, except one person, Mahatma Gandhi.
Even they have to make an exception of
Mahatma Gandhi. Otherwise, it is Nehru,
Indira Gandhi, and Rajiv Gandhi. A lot of
this rewriting has been enabled by the ig-
norance and nepotism of the leadership of
the Congress, which has allowed the BJP
to sodaringly claim not just Patel, whowas
Gandhi’s right-hand man and then later
Nehru’s right-hand man, but Bose, who
named the brigades of the Indian National
Army (INA) Gandhi brigade, Nehru brigade
and Azad brigade. This has only been en-
abled because Sonia Gandhi and the
Congress Party discarded Patel, Bose, and
many others. They discarded Gokhale,
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Kamraj,
Shastri — a lifelong Congressman and a
principled secularist. So I think alot of this
has to do with the family capture of the
Congress party. And the sooner it goes, the
better for the Congress and the better for

Indian democracy. I think Modi and Shah
want the Gandhi family there forever, for
both political and ideological and history
rewriting reasons.

Harish Damodaran: Do you think that
maybe the first 68 years were actually
an aberration; the majoritarian
impulse was always there? What
exactly happened in the ’40s? How is
it that we became a ‘secular’ state and
lasted 68 years? Suppose Godse hadn’t
killed Gandhi, what we are seeing
today maybe would have come a

little earlier?

My great teacher, the sociologist
Andre Beteille, told me many years ago
that the fundamental blocks of Indian so-
ciety are family, caste,
and religion. A mod-
ern secular frame-
work requires indi-
viduals to detach
themselves from
these. That was the
attempt of our
Constitution makers,
certainly of Gandhi
and Ambedkar. It’s
noaccident that none
of Gandhi’s children

Why is the BJP celebrating
Bose? One, it does not have
icons in the freedom
struggle. Second, he’s not

Nehru. Third, he seems
closer to the BJP’s idea of
masculinity. All these are

has decided. If you just look at the pic-
tures that the Ravi Chopra committee
gathered, yourealise that it’san utter en-
vironmental and social disaster. I think
my home state has made some terrible
strategic mistakes, the first being
making Dehradun the capital instead of
Nainital or Gairsain, which is so far away
from the hills. This obviously distorted
Dehradun and led the real estate
mafia to take over. Why can’tit learn from
hill states like Himachal and what it has
done in education and health besides
horticulture? I have no nostalgia for
Uttarakhand being part of Uttar Pradesh
but broadly speaking, Uttarakhand has
not fulfilled its potential.

Monojit Majumdar: Do you believe
that non-historians have rushed into
the space to explain India’s past
because purist and scholarly
historians have stayed away from
writing for a wider audience?

The problem with popular history

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

writers is that the research is shoddy. To
me, history is both social science and a
branch of literature. It requires original
research, analytical thinking and knowl-
edge about the complexities of caste, race,
religion, gender, ecological landscapes
and so on. A physicist or a mathematician
would have to dumb down findings for
the general reader. Historians don’t have
todo so; they use everyday language and
can persuade the reader with the depth
and originality of their research. Both el-
egance and accessibility of the writing
style are crucial.

Amateurs also have their place be-
cause you don’t need a degree in history to
become a historian, you simply need to
do original primary research. DD Kosambi,
the greatest histo-
rian of ancient India,
had a degree in
mathematics. Sanjay
Subrahmanyam, the
greatest historian of
medieval India’s en-
counters with
Europe, had adegree
in economics. I'm
not a disciplinary
chauvinist but learn
the languages, go to

joined politics after the archives and do
Independence. Yes, being done as distractions  thehard work.
constructing a secu-

lar state was not from unemployment, Kaushik Das

just against the . . s Gupta: How do you
grain of Indian mﬂatlon’ our deChnlng seethe

but South Asian cul-  gtatus in the world, attacks underminingof
ture. Pakistan and . . environmental
Bangladesh  are on minorities institutionsasa
Islamic majoritarian —— cause for our
states, Nepal is ecological crisis?

Hindu, Myanmar and

Sri Lanka are Buddhist majority, Bhutan
has treated Nepalese minorities barbar-
ically while Turkey has destroyed its
democratic models at the altar of Islamic
fundamentalism and the cult of person-
ality politics. India is now approximating
this norm. In some ways, Partition is the
original sin and fundamentalism has
forced a mirror image reaction.

Devyani Onial: You were born and
grew up in Uttarakhand and in The
Unquiet Woods you wrote about
peasant uprisings against
commercial forestry. What do you
think of projects like the Char Dham
corridor and do you see any local
opposition to them?

I have been in touch with those op-
posing the Char Dham project and was
dismayed by what the Supreme Court

Governance in
the environmental field, more broadly in
the developmental field, is knowledge-
proof.India has a vast cadre of highly qual-
ified scientists, environmental scientists,
whose adviceis disregarded. The depress-
ingly well-known example is the Madhav
Gadgil report on the Western Ghats. Had it
been implemented, it would have saved
states like Kerala and Karnataka from en-
vironmental disaster.

Rinku Ghosh: What impact will the
cultural appropriation of icons, the
rewritten history and the ritualisation
of the Hindu way of life through spec-
tacles like the one at Kashi Vishwanath
have on the next generation?
Idon’tactively deal with the young nor
do I project into the future. But I certainly
worry about the conversion of Indiaintoa
de facto Hindu majoritarian state. It does

New Delhi

not just change the way we think, it dis-
tracts attention from the urgent tasks of
economic and social renewal. Modi sees
himself as an emperor. Not as an emperor
of Hindu minds or even as the first Hindu
emperor; he sees himself as doing what
Shivaji and Prithviraj Chauhan could not
do, whichis to create a unified Hindu state.
That chills me, frightens me. And that's ab-
solutely not good for the Republic.

Raj Kamal Jha: A refrain today is how
polarised we have become. Are we
more polarised than ever or is it that
we are spending too much time on our
phones? How do we expand the
common ground? Are there issues in
politics today, for example, on which
the BJP voter and the non-BJP voter
would agree?

The obsession of people, particularly
young people, with their phonesis univer-
sal across all democracies and they rein-
force each other.I'mincreasingly horrified
by the fact that on Twitter I only get feed-
back that comforts me and I have to follow
different kinds of people from the other
side of the spectrum. Every morning, I take
awalkin Cubbon Park, which is next to the
cricket stadium. Around 7.30 am, [ see boys
coming in for practice, all of them on their
smartphones. When we played cricket, we
chatted with each other. You go to board a
flight and you see the airline staff on their
smartphones. Thisis a peculiar disembod-
ied experience we are leading. Whether
that contributes to polarisation, I'm not
sure, but certainly visual images of a cer-
tain type reinforce your prejudices.

Can we have a common ground? Not
in the short term. Maybe in mature
democracies we can have a transforma-
tion. I think young people have to find a
way of connecting with each other and
getting their information from other
places as well — from reading, writing,
travelling and listening to music.

Raj Kamal Jha: You referred to Andre
Beteille’s formulation that family,
caste, and religion are the building
blocks of society in India. Where do
you situate free speech and dissent
in these?

First, it must begin at home; there
must be dissent within the family, within
the caste system, and within religion. At
the time of our freedom movement,
Ambedkar was showing a different path
on how caste should operate. Gandhi was
showing a different path on how Hindus
and Muslims should operate. Family,
caste, and religion do constrain dissent
and free speech within the territories they
control. And if family, caste and religion
are so overwhelmingly important, the so-
ciety as a whole, the political system as a
whole, will also constrain dissent.

Shivani Naik: As a historian who
interacts with India’s educated elite,
doyou think the lack of a humanities
education keeps people from getting
amore balanced view of our realities?
My short answer is yes. The longer an-
swer, it works both ways. History and pol-
itics graduates have absolutely no under-
standing of the complexities of the
scientific and technological world and vice
versa. So we are a nation of two cultures.
We have to find ways of breaking the silos
within the university systemitself.

Monojit Majumdar: What might
Gandhi have said about putting Netaji
under a canopy at India Gate that was
for some time considered for him?

Netaji was a fascinating and complex
figure. When he took over the leadership
of the INA, he constituted four regiments.
One was called Bose Regiment; the other
three were called Gandhi, Nehru and
Azad. He had profound respect for his col-
leagues, his past, and what he thought
would be his future colleagues in the
Congress-led national movement. He was
all for Hindu-Muslim harmony, detested
the Hindu Mahasabha and would have
detested the RSS. Also, in 1943, when
Gandhi was in jail, Bose gave a wonder-
fully moving address over the Azad Hind
Radio on October 2, the former’s birthday,
calling him “the father of the nation” for
the first time. Bose talked about how
Gandhi was the fountainhead and inspi-
ration not just for him but for the freedom
movement as a whole. I think Gandhi
would not have minded being displaced
by Bose. They had great mutual affection
for each other. INA soldiers worked with
Gandhi in Noakhali for his vision of
Hindu-Muslim reconciliation.

Why is the BJP celebrating Bose? One,
it does not have icons in the freedom
struggle. Second, he’s not Nehru.
Third, he seems closer to the BJP’s idea of
masculinity.

All these are being done as distractions
from unemployment, inflation, our de-
clining status in the world, attacks on mi-
norities.Quite likely on August 15, the
Sangh will appropriate Aurobindo Ghosh
as it will be his birth anniversary.
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Police escort Sedef
Kabas before her

appearance at court
on Saturday. AP

TURKEY
Journalistjailed
before trial for
Presidentinsult

Istanbul: A well-known
Turkish journalist has been
jailed pending a trial for in-
sulting President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, her lawyer
said. SedefKabas wastaken
into custody after sheciteda
proverb on television and
social media referring toan
ox. Under the insult law,
thousands have been pros-
ecuted for targeting
Erdogan since he became
President in 2014. Her
lawyer, Ugur Poyraz,
tweeted that she had been
arrested during an appear-
ance at court in Istanbul on
Saturday. The judge ac-
cepted the prosecution ar-
gument that she posed a
flightrisk Kabas,53, wasde-
tained by policeatherhome
in Istanbul on Saturday fol-
lowing her remarks on Tele
1and Twitter. AP

UAE
Ship detained,
drugs seizedin

Mideast waters

Dubai: The US Navy an-
nounced in Sunday it
seized aboat in the Gulf of
Oman carrying 40 tonnes
of urea fertilizer used to
make explosives that was
caught last year smug-
gling weapons to Yemen.
The British royal navy said
it confiscated 1,041 kg of
illegal drugs in the same
waters. The interdictions
were the latest in the
volatile waters of the
Persian Gulf as American
and British authorities
step up seizures of contra-
band during the grinding
conflictin Yemen and on-
going drug trafficking in
the region. US forces
found 40 tonnes of urea
fertilizer, known to be a
key ingredient in home-
made improvised explo-
sive devices, hidden on
board. AP

FRANCE
Adventurer dies
attempting solo
Atlantic crossing

Le Pecq: A 75-year-old
French adventurer has
died on a solo attempt to
row across the Atlantic
Ocean. The death of Jean-
Jacques Savin was an-
nounced by his friends on
Facebook. They said mar-
itime rescue services lo-
cated the body on
Saturday inside the cabin
of his boat, which was
found overturned off the
Azores Islands, a mid-
Atlantic Portuguese archi-
pelago. The former soldier
set off on Jan. 1 from the
southern tip of Portugal on
the westward voyage he
had thought would take
about three months. In
2019, Savin had previously
floated alone across the
Atlantic in a large barrel-
shaped capsule. AP
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DEPUTY PM SAYS CLAIM SHOULD BE PROBED IF COMPLAINT IS MADE

UK lawmaker claims she was
fired over her Muslim faith

REUTERS &AP
LONDON, JANUARY 23

A FORMER minister in Britain’s
Conservative government says
she was told her Muslim faith
was a reason she was fired, a
claim that has deepened the rifts
roiling Prime Minister Boris
Johnson's governing party.

Former transport minister
Nusrat Ghani told the Sunday
Times that when she was demoted
in 2020, a government whip said
her “Muslimness” was “making
colleagues uncomfortable.”

She said she was told “there
were concerns ‘that Iwasn’t loyal
tothe party asIdidn’t do enough
to defend the party against
Islamophobia allegations.’

“It was very clear to me that

the whips and No. 10 (Downing
St.) were holding me to a higher
threshold of loyalty than others
because of my background and
faith,” Ghani said.

Chief Whip Mark Spencer
said he was the person Ghani
was talking about, but strongly
denied her allegation.

“These accusations are com-
pletely false and I consider them
to be defamatory,” he wrote on
Twitter. “I have never used those
words attributed to me.”

The Conservative Party
whips’ office said Ghani’s claims

iy

“are categorically untrue.” “The
Conservative Party does not tol-
erate any form of racism or dis-
crimination,” it said.

The Prime Minister’s office
said Johnson met with Ghani to
discuss her concernsin 2020, and
invited her to file a formal com-
plaint, but that she didn’t do so.

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime
Minister Dominic Raab said on
Sunday that Ghani’s claims
should be properly investigated
if she makes a formal complaint.

“We have absolutely zero
tolerance for any discrimina-
tion, and any Islamophobia, in
the Conservative Party,” Raab
told Sky News on Sunday. “A
claim like this, as serious as it is,
should be properly reported,
and then a proper investigation
(should take place).”

People take part in a demonstration against the Belgian government’s restrictions imposed

to contain the spread of Covid-19 in Brussels on Sunday. Reuters

PM JACINDA ARDERN CANCELS WEDDING

New Zealand orders
nationwide curbs

NYT&REUTERS
JANUARY 23

NEW ZEALAND announced on
Sunday that it would impose its
highest level of Covid restrictions
across the country at midnight,
after at least nine cases of the
highly transmissible Omicron
variant were reported.

The cases, in the South Island
town of Nelson, are the first
Omicron infections detected
outside of workers connected to
the international airport or the
country’s hotel quarantine facil-
ities. Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern said some of the infected
people had attended a large
wedding in Auckland.

“That means Omicron is now
circulating in Auckland and pos-
sibly the Nelson-Marlborough
region, if not elsewhere,” Ardern
said announcing the restrictions.

She also announced that she
has cancelled her wedding. “My
wedding will not be going
ahead,” she told reporters,adding
she was sorry for anyone caught
upinasimilar scenario. However,

Prime
Minister
Jacinda
Ardern

Ardern said the new measures,
classified as “Red” under the
country’s traffic-light-based sys-
tem, were “not lockdown.”

“At Red, businesses stay
open and you can do most of
things that you normally do, in-
cluding visiting family and
friends and traveling around
the country,” she said.

But people who are not vac-
cinated will face significant re-
strictions, including being barred
from worship services and from
businesses that serve food or
drinks. Schools will stay open,
but all pupils from third grade up
must wear masks. Events like
weddings and funerals will be
limited to 100 people, all of
whom must be vaccinated. On
Friday, New Zealand announced
that people who test positive for
the virus would need to isolate
for 14 days, up from 10.

Hong Kong tests
thousands after
an outbreak at

housing complex

HONG KONG locked down a half
dozen apartment buildings and
ordered testing for 37,000 people
after over 100 new cases of the
Omicron variant were reported
in a housing complex, posing a
risk of “exponential growth,” the
city’s top official said.
Ajumpininfections frommul-
tiple sources has led to fears that
cases could surge, particularly ata
vast housing complex in the Kwai
Chung district, in the New
Territories area of the Chinese
mainland. “We are worried in an
exponential increase of Omicron
cases, like we've seeninother parts
of the world, now happeningin this
estate,” Carrie Lam, Hong Kong’s
chief executive, said on Saturday:.
Lam announced that one
apartment building would be
locked down for five days, after
another building in the complex
began a five-day lockdown on
Friday. Four more buildings in the
neighborhood have been or-
dered to undergo a single-day
lockdown. Al 37,000 residentsin
the complex and a pair of nearby
buildings have been ordered to
undergo testing. NYT

Beijing introduces more measures as cases mount

Beijing: Beijing’s city govern-
ment on Sunday introduced new
measures to contain a recent
outbreak of Covid-19, as China’s
capital continued to report new
local cases of the virus less than
two weeks before it hosts the
Winter Olympic Games.

Nine locally transmitted cases
werefoundinBeijingon January 22,
the National Health Commission
said on Sunday, of which six were
inthe city’s Fengtai district.

Fengtai will organise nucleic
acid tests for Covid for all of its
residents on Sunday, district

People queue at a nucleic
acid test street booth in
Beijing on Sunday. Reuters

health authorities said.
Authorities have asked resi-

dents of “risky areas,” including
a neighbourhood of Fengtai, to
not leave the city, alocal govern-
ment spokesman said, adding
that Fengtai residents have been
asked to avoid mass gatherings.

Beijing city hasalso asked res-
idents to conduct nucleic acid
testsif they find themselves with
Covid-like symptoms within 14
days of receiving any deliveries
from overseas. Authorities have
suggested Beijing's first case of the
Omicron variant of the novel coro-
navirus could have arrived via a
package from Canada. REUTERS

MEANWHILE

Sanctions will undercut
ability to deter possible
Russmnaggeln US

UK says Russia
plotting to install
‘puppet regime’;
Moscow denies

AGENCIES
LONDON, MOSCOW, KIYV,JAN23

US SECRETARY of State Antony
Blinken on Sunday rebuffed the
idea of imposing economic sanc-
tions on Russia now, as suggested
UK minister after Britain accused
the Kremlin of seeking toinstalla
pro-Russian leader in Ukraine, by
saying that doing so would un-
dercut the West’s ability to deter
potential Russian aggression
against Ukraine. “When it comes
tosanctions, the purpose of those
sanctions is to deter Russian ag-
gression. And so if they are trig-
gered now, you lose the deterrent
effect,” Blinken said.

Germany, too, has has urged
Europe and the US to think care-
fully when considering sanctions
against Russia for any aggression
against Ukraine in a crisis pitting
Berlin’s main gas supplier against
its biggest security allies.
“Prudence dictates choosing
measures that will have the
greatest effect on those who vio-
late the jointly agreed principles,”
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
was quoted as saying. “At the
same time, we have to consider
the consequences this will have
for us,” Scholz added.

Britain made the accusation
late on Saturday, also saying
Russian intelligence officers had
been in contact with a number of
former Ukrainian politicians as
part of plans for aninvasion.

TheRussian ForeignMinistry dis-

AUkrainian soldier at the border with Russia. NYT

Yevhen
® Murayev?

EXPLAINE

YEVHEN MURAYEV is part
of agroup of politicians in
opposition to the pro-
Western leadership that
took power after the 2014
Maidan street protests. In
2014-2019, Murayev was a
lawmaker. He registered as a
presidential candidate in the
2019 elections, but with-
drew his candidacy before
the vote. Murayev has pro-
moted views that closely
align with Russian narra-
tives on Ukraine.

missed the comments as “disinfor-
mation”,accusing Britain and NATO
of“escalatingtensions” overUkraine.

“The disinformation spread by
the British Foreign Office is more
evidence thatitis the NATO coun-
tries, led by the Anglo-Saxons,
who are escalating tensions
around Ukraine,” Russian Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said on the Telegram

messaging app on Sunday. “We
call on the British Foreign Office to
stop provocative activities, stop
spreading nonsense.”

British Foreign Secretary Liz
Trusssaid theinformation“shinesa
light on the extent of Russian activ-
itydesigned tosubvert Ukraine,and
isaninsightintoKremlin thinking.”

Mykhailo Podolyak, a
Ukrainian advisor to the
Presidential office, said the alle-
gations should be taken seriously.

“There’ll be very serious con-
sequences if Russia takes this
movetotry and invade butalsoin-
stall a puppet regime,” British
Deputy Prime Minister Dominic
Raab told Sky News on Sunday.

The foreign ministry said it
had information the Russian gov-
ernment was considering former
Ukrainian lawmaker Yevhen
Murayev as a potential candidate
tohead a pro-Russian leadership.

“This kind of plotting is deeply
concerning,” National Security
Council spokeswoman Emily
Horne said. “The Ukrainian peo-
ple have the sovereign right to de-
termine their own future,and we
stand with our democratically-
elected partners in Ukraine.”

ITALY’S BERLUSCONI OUT OF PRESIDENTIAL RACE

Italy’s former Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi decided against running for President, remov-
ing an obstacle to cross-party negotiations ahead of the vote in parliament beginning on
Monday. The nomination of PM Mario Draghi is seen as the probable outcome, but it is still
unclear whether the broad sweep of parties that support his coalition will endorse him for
fear his departure could trigger an early national election..

China’s pursuit of
‘absolute national
security’ may lead
to Soviet-style
collapse: Advisor

KJMVARMA
BEIJING, JANUARY 23

THE BLIND pursuit of “absolute
national security” coupled with
excessive defence spending can
lead to the Soviet-style col-
lapse, China’s top foreign pol-
icy advisor has warned the rul-
ing Communist Party headed
by President Xi Jinping.

The pursuit of “absolute na-
tional security” can extractaheavy
price, Jia Qingguo, member of
China’s top political advisory body
— the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference (CPPCC)
— has said, citing the collapse of
the Soviet Union as proof of the pit-
falls of putting military expansion
over long-term security.

Months after assuming
power in 2012, President Xi him-
self said the breakdown in party
disciplines led to the downfall of
the erstwhile USSR’s 20 million-
strong Communist Party. “If
Party members did and said
whatever they wanted, the party
would turn into a mob,” Xi said.

Jia,whowasalsoaformerdean
of the international relations
school at Peking University, says
the unfettered pursuit of security
“will see the costs go up drastically
and the benefits go drastically
downuntil the costs outweigh the
benefits”, the Hong Kong-based
South China Morning Post reported.

“To ignore the comparative
nature of security, and blindly
pursue [it] will result in making
the country less secure, as it in-
flicts unbearable costs and fails to
achieve absolute security,” Jia,
who sits on the Standing
Committee of CPPCC, writes in
the latest issue of the bimonthly
Journal of International Security
Studies. Too much emphasis on
defence spending could trigger an
arms race making all countries in-
volved less secure, writes Jia. PTI

3-day talks with Taliban begin in Norway as hunger stalks Afghanistan

Oslo: A Taliban delegation led by
acting Foreign Minister Amir
Khan Muttaqi on Sunday started
three days of talks in Oslo with
Western government officials and
Afghan civil society representa-
tivesamid a deteriorating human-

itarian situation in Afghanistan.
The closed-door meetings are
taking place atahotelin the moun-
tains above the Norwegian capital.
Thefirstday will see Taliban repre-
sentatives meeting with women'’s
rights activists and human rights

defenders from Afghanistan and
from the Afghan diaspora.
Muttaqiis certain to press the
Taliban’s demand that nearly $10
billion frozen by the US and other
Western countries be released as
Afghanistan faces a precarious

humanitarian situation. The
Norwegian Foreign Ministry said,
“Norway continues to engage in
dialogue with the Taliban to pro-
mote and strengthen humani-
tarian and economic efforts in
Afghanistan. AP
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UAE bans flying of recreational drones after fatal attack

Aid group: Toll from Yemen
prison airstrike touches 87

ASSOCIATED PRESS
DUBAI, JANUARY 23

THEUNITED Arab Emirates hasbanned
the flying of drones in the country for
recreation after Yemen'’s Houthi rebels
claimed a fatal drone attack onan oil fa-
cility and major airport in the country.

As of Saturday, drone hobbyists and
other operators of light electric sports
aircraft face “legal liabilities” if caught
flying the objects, the Interior Ministry
said, adding it may grant exemptions
to businesses seeking to film.

A rare drone and missile strike

on the capital of Abu Dhabi blew up
several fuel tankers and killed three
people last week.

The Houthis, who hold Yemen'’s
capital and have fought a bloody,
yearslong war with a Saudi-led mil-
itary coalition that includes the UAE,
claimed the assault. While the UAE
has largely withdrawn troops from
the stalemated conflict, the country
continues to be a major player and
support local militias on the ground.
Government regulations in the UAE
already restrict flying drones in resi-
dential areas as well as near, around
and over airports.

Cairo: Workers in  war-
wrecked Yemen recovered
fivemorebodiesfromtherub-
ble of a prison facility hit by a
Saudi-led coalition airstrike,
bringing the death toll to at
least 87, an international aid
group saidonSunday.
Internet access, mean-
while,remained largelydown
after another the hit a
telecommunications center

on Friday. Ahmed Mahat,
head of the Doctors Without
Borders mission in Yemen,
said rescuers completed their
search efforts late Saturday at
the site of the prison in
Yemen'snorthern provinceof
Saada. He said 266 people
were wounded in the
airstrike during an intense
airand ground escalationin
the country’scivilwar. AP
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EcoNOMY

MAaRrRkeT WATCH
M-CAP OF 10 MOST VALUED COS ERODES

New Delhi: The top-10 most valued companies suffered a combined
erosion of Rs 2.53 lakh crore in market valuation last week, as the
domestic equity benchmarks witnessed heavy selling in line with
the global market rout. PTI

SECTOR WATCH
COMMERCE

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 23

EXPORTS HAVE risen nearly
50 per centyear-on-yearinthe
first nine months of the fiscal
to put the country on track to
hit a target of $400 billion in
merchandise exports.Imports
havealsorisensharply during
the same period, leading to a
sharp uptick in fiscal deficit.
India is pursuing a number of
new Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs) to expand opportuni-
ties for exporters.

How have Indian exporters
performed in FY22?

Exports between April and
December2021 hit $301.4 bil-
lion,up49.7 per centy-o-yand
26.5 per cent above exports
during the same period in
2019. Exports of
two traditional sec-
tors — petroleum
productsand gems
and jewellery —
have been key con-
tributors to export
growth in Decem-
ber, rising by 152 per cent and
16.2 per cent, respectively, over
the previous fiscal.

India’s exports have been
buoyed by a worldwide in-
crease in trade, with global
merchandise trade posting a
quarterly record of $5.6 trillion
in Q3 2021, according to a re-
port by the United Nations
Conference on Trade and
Development. Global trade in
both goods and services in
2021 is estimated to be worth
$28 trillion, up 23 per cent
from 2020, and 11 per cent,
compared to pre-Covid levels.

Among non-petroleum
and non-gems and jewellery
exports, engineering goods,
suchasironand steel products,
organic and inorganic chemi-
cals as well as textile products
like cotton yarn and fabrics,
have been key contributors to
export growthin this fiscal.

Exports of engineering
goods grew 38.4 per cent in
December to $9.8 billion, up
from $7.1 billion a year ago.
Exports of electronic goods
rose 34 per cent to $1.7 billion
while exports of organic and
inorganic chemicals grew by
27 percentto$2.7billioninthe
same period.

A Sakthivel, president of
the Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO), said this
trend of growthis likely to con-
tinue with Indian exports ben-
efiting from positive sentiment
internationally.

“Now, thereisagood senti-
ment towards Indiangoodsin-
ternationally,” Sakthivel said,
adding Indian exporters were
increasingly understanding
market requirements and up-
grading their products.

Outbreaks of Covid-19 in-
fections in key competitors
such as Vietnam, leading to
disruptionsin supply have also
likely contributed toincreased
demand for Indian exports.

India’s services exports

EXPLAINED

Buoyant exports
but unfavourable

trade balance: Why
is there a dichotomy

Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Trust, Navi Mumbai. File

have grown at an estimated
18.4 per cent to $177.7billion
inthe first nine months of the
fiscal year.

How have India’simports
grown? Whatis
theimpactonthe
currentaccount
deficit?

India’s mer-

chandise imports

@ have grown even
faster than exports

at 68.9 per cent year-on-year
in the first nine months of the
currentfiscal to $443.8 billion,
up from $262.8 billion in the
previous fiscal. Key imports for

Indiaduring the fiscal, sofar, in-

clude petroleum and petro-

leum products, gold and elec-
tronic goods.

Higherimports of machin-
ery, electronicgoods, vegetable
oil, coal, and chemicals were
key contributors to the sharp
uptick in imports in the first
three quarters of the fiscal.

The rise in imports has led
to an increase in the trade
deficit to $142.4 billion in the
April-December period, up
from $61.4 billion in the year-
agoperiod,and 125.9billionin
the corresponding period of
FY20. Services trade surplusis
estimated to be about $74.4 bil-
lionin the first three quarters.

Experts have estimated
that current account deficit for
the fiscal will be about $40-
$45 billion.

Whatare key developments
inIndian trade?

India is currently in the
process of negotiating FTAs
withthe UK, the UAE, Australia,
Israel, and the EU, and is aim-
ingtoclose interim trade deals
withthe UAE, Australiaand the
UK within this year.

Commerce  Minister
Piyush Goyal has, at multiple
forums, noted that Indian in-
dustry should be prepared to
give market access to trading
partners if it wants to benefit
from greater market access for
its own products.

“Our focusis whereverwe
have acompetitive or compar-
ative advantage, we should
look at market access and
wherever the advantage is
with some other country, we
don't have to force the Indian
consumer to buy expensive,”
Goyal said toanindustry body
on Friday.

—— BRIEFLY —

Economic Survey

New Delhi: The Finance Mini-
stry is expected to come out
with a single volume Eco-
nomic Survey for 2021-22
projecting growth of around
9 per cent for the next fiscal.

NCLAT, SREI

New Delhi: The NCLAT has
asked the Kolkata Bench of
NCLTtodecide over the plea
of SREI Infrastructure Fina-
nce against the rights issue
of itsarm Trinity Alternative
[nvestment Managers. PTI

Bitcoinfalls 5%

Bengaluru: Bitcoin dropped
5.6 percentto$34,448940n
Saturday, losing 1,878.27
fromitslastclose. REUTERS

KEY INFRA PROJECTS IN POLL-BOUND STATES; TWEAK TO PUSH NEW I-T REGIME

Expenditure push for states to be theme

SUNNYVERMA &
AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 23

BUDGET 2022-23 islikely to have
a populist ring to it, interspersed
with a string of announcements,
entailing road, railways and
health-care projects, focussed on
a handful of poll-bound states,
alongside agreater degree of flex-
ibility to states in market borrow-
ingsand capex spending. Coming
just ahead of Assembly elections
in key states, the Budget is likely
to mark a departure from last
year’s reformist theme, instead,
sticking to the implementation of
previous announcements —most
of which are hanging fire.

While there’s an official ac-
knowledgment for the need to
bolster sagging consumption de-
mand, official sources indicated
that the discussions in the run-up
to the Budget overwhelmingly
favoured incentivising the new
personal income-tax regime
rather thanany major overhaulin
the slabs of the older system. The
new income-tax regime hasn’t
picked up pace the way it was ex-
pected to at the time of the intro-
duction two years ago.

Funding patterns for certain
Centrally-sponsored schemes
(CSS) and borrowing by states
might see a tweak, with the

Centre pushing for more spend-
ing by states.

“The Budget thrust will be
more about execution and deliv-
ery of the existing reforms and
capex rather than focussing on
new schemes altogether. In elec-
tion states of Uttar Pradesh,
Manipur and Punjab, greater fo-
cus is being put on road and rail-
ways and health projects while
some port sector related invest-
ments and decisions will benefit
Goa,” agovernment official said.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has held a series of
meetings with top officials from
the road and railways Ministries
prior to the Budget. In the current
fiscal’'s Budget, the government
had announced major national
highways works in Tamil Nadu,
West Bengal, Kerala and Assam.

The total outlay for Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways has
been pegged at Rs 1.18 lakh crore
for this year, but spending in this
sector is expected to be higher in
the revised estimates, with the
government targeting nearly 30
per cent expansion next year.

Expenditure by states, espe-
cially on investment and infra-
structure, is likely to take prece-
dence in the Budget. “Revenue
growth is a concern for states.
Now with another wave of Covid
coming in and restrictions being
imposed by states, the recovery

BUILD UPTO
BUDGET
202223

requires another push from
spending more. For that, states are
expected to get some tweaks to
funding patterns and borrowing
in order to have more funds to
spend,” an official said.

For states that meet the capital
expenditure plans, the incentive
scheme allowing them additional
borrowings of 0.5 per cent of
GSDP (Gross State Domestic
Product) is expected to continue.
The government had made a pro-
vision for a total of Rs 2 lakh crore
for states and autonomous bodies
towards their capital expenditure.

Many states have already
raised concerns over revenues, es-
pecially in the context of the as-
sured compensation mechanism
under the Goods and Services Tax
regime coming to an end in June
thisyear. “GST compensation will

445 infra projects show
cost overrun of ¥4.4 lakh cr

As many as 445 infrastructure projects, each entailing
investment of Rs 150 crore or more, have been hit by cost
overruns totalling over Rs 4.4 lakh crore, as per a MoSPI report

Total original cost of implementation of the 1,673 projects was
Rs 22,23,791.78 crore and their anticipated completion cost is
likely to be Rs 26,64,649.18 crore, which reflects overall cost

overruns of Rs 4,40,857.40 crore (19.82% of original cost)

0f 1,673 such projects, 445
projects reported cost
overruns and 557 projects
were delayed

Expenditure incurred on these
projects till December 2021 is
Rs13,08,766.65 crore, which
is 49.12 per cent of the
anticipated cost of the projects

The Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
monitors infrastructure
projects of Rs 150 crore

and above

=

£

Source:
MOoSPI/PTI

HDFC Capital closes $1.8 bn
affordable housing fund

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

HDFC CAPITAL, a wholly owned
subsidiary of HDFC Ltd and act-
ing as an investment manager,
has achieved the initial close of its
third fund of an estimated $1.88
billion (aboutRs 13,989 crore) fo-
cussed on affordable housing, the
HDFC Capital Affordable Real
Estate Fund - 3 (H-CARE-3).
H-CARE 3 is one the largest
fundsraised to invest in the resi-
dential real estate sector in India
with investors committing in ex-
cess of $1.22 billion towards the
first close, which combined with
potential reinvestments by the
fund, creates an estimated total
fund corpus of $1.88 billion. The
primary investorin H-CARE 3isa
wholly owned subsidiary of the
Abu Dhabi Investment Authority
(ADIA). Set up in 2016, HDFC
Capital is aligned with the
Government of India’s goal toin-

Economy has some
bright spots, number
of dark stains: Rajan

New Delhi: The economy has
“some bright spots and a number
of very dark stains” and the gov-
ernment should target its spend-
ing “carefully” so that there are no
huge deficits, former RBI Governor
Raghuram Rajan said on Sunday.
Rajanalsosaid inane-mailin-
terview to PT] that the government
needs to do more to prevent a K-
shaped recovery.
“Thebrightspots are the health
oflarge firms, the roaring business
the IT and [T-enabled sectors are
doing, including the emergence of
unicornsinanumberof areas..,”he
said.“Darkstains” are the extent of
unemployment and low buying

RAGHURAMRAJAN

Former Governor, RBI

File

power, especially among lower
middle-class, the financial stress
smalland medium-sized firmsare
experiencing, “including the very
tepid credit growth, and the tragic
state of our schooling”. PTI

“In India, housing will
play an even more
importantroleasa
catalyst for growth with
increased demand for
affordable and
mid-income housing”

DEEPAK PAREKH
CHAIRMAN, HDFC

crease housing supply and sup-
port the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana - ‘Housing for All’ initia-
tive. H-CARE 3 combines with
the HDFC Capital Affordable Real
Estate Funds - 1 & 2, raised in
2016 and 2017 respectively, to
create a $3 billion funding plat-
form which has recently been
rated as one of the world’s largest
private finance platforms fo-
cused on development of afford-
able housing.

H-CARE 3 will provide long-
term, flexible funding across the
lifecycle of affordable and mid-in-

come housing projects including
early-stage funding. In addition,
H-CARE 3 will alsoinvestin tech-
nology companies (construction
technology, fintech and clean-
tech) engaged in the affordable
housing ecosystem.

HDFC Capital’s target is to fi-
nance the development of one
million affordable homes in India
through a combination of inno-
vative financing, partnerships and
technology, whilst focusing on
sustainability. The company is in
active discussions with leading
globalinvestors toraise additional
funds to be invested in affordable
housing in India.

HDFC Chairman Deepak
Parekh said, “In India, housing will
play aneven more important role
as a catalyst for growth with in-
creased demand for affordable
and mid-income housing.
Combined with India’s growth
prospects, | have never been as
optimisticabout the housing sec-
toraslam today.”

come to an end and then many
states would require additional
funds as Covid has affected rev-
enue growth already,” the official
added.

States in their pre-Budget
meeting last month had urged the
Central government to consider
increasing its share in CSS and an
extension of compensation for an-
otherfive years. States argued that
the Centre’s share in CSS should
rise from the present level of 40-
50 per cent in several schemes.

Under GST, states were guar-
anteed compensation at the com-
pounded rate of 14 per cent from
the base year 2015-16 for losses
arising due to implementation of
the taxation regime for five years
since its rollout. West Bengal,
Rajasthan, Delhi and Tamil Nadu
were some states which had
raised concerns over increasing
the compensation period under
GST and raising the share of the
Union government in CSS.

States’ demands had come
into focus recently when the GST
Council called ameeting with the
single agenda of reconsideration
of a rate hike for textiles. The
Council had decided to defer the
proposed hike in tax rate for the
textiles sector to 12 per cent from
5 per cent, which was to beimple-
mented from January 1, based on
representations by some states in-
cluding Gujarat.

More spending and more dis-
posable income to incentivise
consumption are likely to find fo-
cusinthe Budget. Last November,
the Centre held a meeting with
states to discuss measures to in-
centivise expenditure, growth and
investment. The Finance Ministry
announced the advance of an in-
stalment of tax devolution to
states, inaddition to the one tobe
given in November. This helped
inimproving cash flow for Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Sikkim and
Manipur, which had negative cash
balances as of October 30.

The front-loading of tax devo-
lution was aimed at helping states
in meeting their expenditure
needs amid lower revenues. At
present, 41 per cent of tax col-
lected is devolved in 14 instal-
ments which gives predictability
of cash flows to states. On
Thursday, the Centre authorised
release of another advance instal-
ment of Rs 47,541 crore of tax de-
volution to states, in addition to
the regular monthly devolution
for January 2022. States, therefore,
received Rs 95,082 crore in
January 2022.

Speeding up the National
Infrastructure Pipeline, withan es-
timated investment of Rs 111 lakh
crore over a five-year period till
2025, is another avenue where
the governmentislooking to step
up investments — both at the

Insurers push
for GST cut on
health policies

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

WITH THE Covid pandemic still
playing havoc in the country, the
insurance sector is pushing for a
reduction in the GST on health
policies to bring more people un-
der the insurance umbrella.

Overtaking the motor seg-
ment, the health sector has al-
ready become the fastest grow-
ing segment in the insurance
sector after the pandemic hit the
country in March 2020 amid
medical costs surging.

Currently, protecting health is
paramount and in this context, a
health insurance should be
viewed as an essential commod-
ity,insurance experts said. “Iwould
request the Finance Minister to
consider the reduction of GST for
healthinsurance from the current
18 per cent to the lowest slab of 5
per cent. This move will alsomake
health policies more affordable
and push more and more people
tobuy a health cover,” said Shanai
Ghosh, executive director & CEO,
Edelweiss General Insurance.

“The government should con-
sideradrasticreductionin the GST
applicable on health insurance
premiums which is currently
chargedat 18 per cent. Thiswillen-
courage people to purchase health
insurance and additional top-up
plans to protect themselves from
medical crises and emergencies,”
said Roopam Asthana, CEO &
whole-time director, Liberty
General Insurance.

Covid has shaken people and
made them realise theimportance
of having a health insurance, in-
surance experts said. However, to

Samara ready to invest </K cr to
avert default, Amazon tells FRL

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 23

PUT ON notice to confirm capital
infusion to avert a looming loan
default, Amazon told Future Retail
Ltd (FRL) that Samara Capital re-
mainsinterested in buying out the
retailer’s businesses such as Big
Bazaar for Rs 7,000 crore.

Asked by FRL’s independent
directors toconfirmifit willinfuse
Rs 3,500 crore into the cash-
strapped retailertoenable it to pay
its lenders by the due date of
January 29, Amazon wrote to
themsaying FRLshould provideits
financial details to Samara Capital
for the private equity fund to con-
duct an expedited due diligence.

“We confirm that based on

According to sources,
Amazon is trying to
facilitate the deal
between Samara and
FRL to protectits own
investment in Future

your letter dated January 21,2022,
Samara Capital has once again re-
iterated to us that they remainin-
terested and committed to lead
and take forward the term sheet
dated June 30, 2020, signed
amongst Samara, FRLand the pro-
moters of FRL, which contem-
platesapurchase consideration of
(Rs 7,000 crore),” Amazon said in
January 22 letter to independent

directors of FRL.

An email sent to Amazon ask-
ingwhy Samara Capital was com-
municating with it and not with
Future Retail directly remained
unanswered. Emails sent to Future
and Reliance also remained unan-
swered by the time of filing of the
story. Samara Capital, which had
inJune 2020signed anon-binding
term sheet to acquire FRL's busi-
nesses including Big Bazaar,
among other chains, for Rs 7000
crore, couldn’t be reached to con-
firm the offer. According to
sources, Amazon is trying to facil-
itate the deal between Samaraand
FRL to protect its own investment
in Future, and ensure that FRL
doesn’t sell its injuncted assets to
Reliance Retail or entities prohib-
ited as per the original contract.

New Delhi

The health sector has
become the fastest
growing segment in the
insurance sector after
the pandemic hit

close downonthe gapbetweenre-
alisation and intention to actually
buying health insurance, it would
really helpif the government could
considerincreasing the tax deduc-
tionlimit under section 80D of the
Income Tax Act for health policies.
Given the high medical costs, a
higher tax rebate will ensure more
disposable income with the grow-
ing middle class, thereby encour-
aging them to buy the much-
needed health policy, Ghosh said.
“In the upcoming Union
Budget, we request the govern-
ment tointensify steps towardsin-
creasing insurance penetrationin
the country, since even today a
large part of the population in the
country still remains underin-
sured or uninsured,” Asthana said.
As per regulator Irdai’s Annual
Report-2020-21, insurance pene-
tration in India stands at 4.2 per
cent of the GDP as against the
global average of 7.4 per cent.
Asperinsurance sector officials,
hospitals keep on changing tariffs
onaregular basis. Thereisnobody
toregulate the hospitalson the tar-
iff structure and grading. However,
insurance officials said the regula-
tor currently doesn’t have the in-
frastructure to regulate the hospi-
tals.“Ashealthcareis astate subject,
it'sgoing tobe a tough proposition
for Irdai to regulate the hospitals,”
said an official. Fullreport on
www.indianexpress.com

Centre and state levels. As per in-
dustry estimates, less than 5 per
cent of the projects under NIP
have been rolled out till mid-
November.

As the government looks to-
wards a greater focus on spend-
ing, a push towards consumption
demand has also been central to
discussions.

“After a gap of two years, the
Indian economy will show a
meaningful expansion, as the real
GDP in FY23 will be 9.1 per cent
higher than the FY20 (pre-Covid
level) GDPlevel. However, the size
of the Indian economy in FY23
will be 10.2 per cent lower than
the FY23 GDP trend value. A con-
tinued weakness in private con-
sumption and investment de-
mand is estimated to contribute
434 percentand 21.0 per cent, re-
spectively, to this shortfall,” Fitch-
group company India Ratings said
inits Economic Outlook for FY23.

Concerns about inflation are
also weighing on discussions sur-
rounding the Budget, with it get-
ting entrenched more due to the
supply-side factors, and the gov-
ernment may look at taking steps
towards easing those constraints.
The retail inflation rate rose to a
six-month high of 5.59 per centin
December, while wholesaleinfla-
tion, which reflects prices at pro-
ducers’ end, stood at 13.56 per
centin December.

CII pitches
for additional
1% CSR levy
in Budget

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 23

THE CONFEDERATION of Indian
Industry (CII) has suggested the
government include anadditional
1 per cent corporate social respon-
sibility levy apart from the manda-
tory 2 per cent for one year in the
upcoming Budget to encourage
corporates to spend on providing
Covid vaccine booster shots.

The CII has also urged state
governments tolift the pandemic-
induced restrictions on economic
activity, arguing that the occu-
pancy rate of hospital beds due to
the Omicron variant of Covid is
well withinthe manageable level.

“ClI suggests that 1 per cent of
mandated CSR funds be ear-
marked for vaccination. We also
recommend that an additional 1
per cent be added to CSR require-
ments in the Budget, for a speci-
fied period of 12 months, so that
boosters can be made available to
all age-groups,” Cll president TV
Narendran said.

The chamber said it expects
Budget 2022-23 tofocusonmeas-
ures for strengthening economic
recovery. The Cllrequested that the
government should encourage in-
dustry to deploy CSR funding to-
wards providing precautionary
shots to the community. Further,
theindustryisready to contribute
anadditional 1 per centunder the
CSR norms to the national vacci-
nation mission, apart from the
mandated 2 per cent,and this can
be part of the Budget for a period of
12 months only, suggested CII.

“Hospitalisation rates ... stand
at manageable levels and there-
fore, industry feels that Covid-re-
lated restrictions can be removed
to enable robust recovery process
to continue,” it stated. WITH PTI

Devas shareholders
to continue pursuing
Indian assets abroad

New Delhi: Shareholders of Devas
Multimedia will continue to seek
seizure of Indian government as-
sets abroad to collect $1.2 billion
the firm has been awarded by ar-
bitration tribunals for cancellation
of a satellite deal but are open for
talks to settle the issue, their coun-
sel said.

“The decision by the Supreme
Court does not change anything.
The Modi government and the
Indian courts cannot rewrite the
facts. Their flimsy allegations of
fraud will never stand upin courts
outside of India,” said Matthew D
M(cGill, partner at Gibson, Dunn &
Crutcher,and lead counsel for sev-

eral Devas’shareholders. “Abetter
approach for the Modi govern-
mentwould betoreturntothe ne-
gotiating table,and continue with
settlement talks.”

Devas shareholders are pursu-
ingIndian assets abroad torecover
the awards and have got a French
court order for freezing Indian
properties in Paris and got partial
rights over funds maintained by
India funds in Canada.

“We havealready entered liens
or obtained seizure and garnish-
ment orders on tens of millions of
dollars in Indian state assets,” a
spokesperson  for  Devas
Multimedia said. PTI
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Fire and water mix well

Tanisha-Ishaan win Syed Modi International title, in sign of bigger things to come

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

IT IS not uncommon for Tanisha Crasto and
Ishaan Bhatnagar to squabble plenty on court.
"Kyu aayaa tu? Merashuttle hai." (Why did you
go for that return? It was my shuttle to hit.) has
rung across playing arenas through the
European winter swing of tournaments and
now in India - Delhi and Lucknow. But the duo,
she-18and he- 19, eventually settle intoa fren-
zied pace, and have now secured their first
Super 300 mixed doubles badminton title at
the Syed Modi International on Sunday.

Beating Hema Nagendra Babu and
Srivedya Gurazada 21-16, 21-12 in a severely
depleted field, the Crasto-Bhatnagar pairing,
follow in the footsteps of Jwala Gutta-V Diju
and Ashwini Ponappa-Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy, who have played immensely en-
tertaining badminton on way to victories. “I
think after this title, we are capable of great
heights, though there’s scope to do much bet-
ter. We'd like to create our own history,”
Tanisha says.

When the Badminton Association of India
announced six years ago that the U17 nation-
als would have its first-ever mixed doubles
competition, the two paired up together - both
say “randomly.”

“Everyone was searching for partners, so [
messaged her;” Ishaan from Raipur, recalls. “I'd
just started on the Indian circuit and really liked
his game. He was all over the news winning
both singles and doubles, so I randomly asked
him. Then we won the firstever tournament,”
Tanisha, born and raised in Dubai, remembers.
Both followed their fathers onto the court -
Ishaan’s father played at a local club while
Tanisha’s dad switched from cricket to bad-
minton. They would eventually wind up in
Hyderabad at the national camp.

“It was the toughest adjustment for me.In
Dubai, hardly any female players used to prac-
tise then, solwould trainalone. In India, there’s
agood crop of sparring partners,” Tanisha says,
adding she misses her mother’s home-cooked
fish fryin Hyderabad, vastly different from the
academy's mess kitchens.

On court, Tanisha is a fighter. “She’s a great
motivator. Even if we are 10 points behind,
she’ll say ‘kuch nahi hai’(it's nothing) and con-
vince me we can win. I play better when I'm
calm, and her confidence rubs off,” Ishaan says.
The chatter is often as bustling as the energy
she brings to her hop-skip defence at the net.
“Sometimes she has some logic, and I have
mine, and it doesn’t work together. Then we
goblank,” Ishaan explains of their chaotic com-
munication, which somehow still works.

“I think he covers for my mistakes really
well,” Tanisha says, and reckons the coor-
dination developed after six years together
is their strength. They both agree that
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Tanisha Crasto and Ishaan Bhatnagar first teamed up six years ago for the U17

Nationals mixed-doubles tournament.

BAI

makes a mistake the very next point.”

Playing for each other

Ishaan is skilled and aggressive from the
back court, though he admits he ought to gain
power and hit smashes harder. “At the inter-
national level, I'll need more muscle strength.”
But it's mostly him setting up the kill for
Tanisha to finish at the net.

At the Scottish and Welsh Opens last au-
tumn, England’s Jessica Pugh really got stuck
into Ishaan - peppering him ceaselessly - and
he needed Tanisha to protect him. “I used to
think bas ladke hi tez maarte hai (only boys
smash hard). But Pugh attacked me so much,
and the intensity was high in every point. We
lost both times, but it was a good lesson. But
Tanishais getting better at the net,and I'll work
hard to create chances for her;” says the fan of
Japanese doubles star Yuta Watanabe.

The English style is to defend stoutly with
their side-by-side game, while the Indians fol-
low the Asian quick blitzes. With every shuttle
getting lifted from mid-court these days, the

ponents run,” Ishaan says.

On Sunday, he would rush to thank
Satwiksairaj post winning, saying, “He had told
me once thatI'll do well in mixed doubles and
be the next star. [ want to thank him for believ-
inginme.”

Tanisha has told her doubles partner that
she enjoys mixed doubles more and will likely
prioritise that should results align with expec-
tations. “I've been competitive ever since I've
known any game. So, the fighting spirit is just
there,” says the ace who's a livewire chasing
down shuttles.

She knows she has along way to go. “Right
now, I'mjustanormal player trying to get bet-
ter at the net,” she admits, adding she owes it
toIshaan to finish the kills that he sets up. “Off
court, we are complete opposites. Fire and wa-
ter. He’s mostly alright, but maybe he should
eatright,” she quibbles.

Across the court, she revels in attacking
the male opponent. “Mostly in trying to
cover for the woman, they make mistakes
of their own. So I play to him, which works

After breaker, Nadal
hits cruise control

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
MELBOURNE, JANUARY 23

RAFAELNADAL finally got the better of a crazy,
long tiebreaker and knew he'd won half the
battle. After saving four set points and missing
with the first six of his own, Nadal finally
clinched a tiebreaker that lasted 28 minutes
and 40 seconds to set himself on course to se-
cure a spot in the Australian Open quarterfi-
nals for a 14th time.

After his 7-6(14),6-2, 6-2 fourth-round vic-
tory over fellow left-hander Adrian Mannarino
onSunday, Nadal is potentially just three wins
away fromamen's record 21st Grand Slam sin-
gles title. He later reflected on a tiebreaker
where momentum swung wildly; where
chants of “Let's go Rafa, Let's go!” rang out;
where a point was decided on a 25-shot rally
with both players scrambling at full stretch;
and thatended only when Nadal volleyed from
deepinthe courtand Mannarino's reflex reply
skewed wide.

“Well,you know, I played a couple,” he said,
smiling, in reference to long tiebreakers. "But,
yeah, (it was) a crazy one, chances for both.
And, yeah, lucky towin that tiebreak at theend,
no? “Half of the match in the tiebreak, with-
out a doubt.” Nadal will next play Denis
Shapovalov, the 22-year-old Canadian who fin-
ished off a 6-3, 7-6 (5), 6-3 win over Olympic
gold medalist Alexander Zverev on Margaret
CourtArenaless thanan hour later toreach the
last eight in Australia for the first time.

Shapovalov had toisolate after testing pos-
itive for COVID-19 when he arrived in Australia
ahead of the year's first major, but recovered
quickly to help Canada win the ATP Cup in
Sydney and now reach a Grand Slam quarter-
final for the third time.

Women's No. 1 Ash Barty advanced to the
quarterfinals for the fourth straight yearwhen
she beat 20-year-old American Amanda
Anisimova 6-4, 6-3. Barty is aiming to be the
first Australian woman to win her home Grand
Slam title since 1978 and has gone through the
first four rounds without dropping a set.

Anisimova, coming off a third-round up-
set over defending champion Naomi Osaka,
broke Barty's opening service game of the sec-
ond set — afirst for the tournament — but the
two-time major winner responded by taking
six of the last seven games.

Barty beat Anisimova in the semifinals of
the French Open in 2019 on the way to win-
ning her first Grand Slam title and won her sec-
ond at Wimbledon last year.

She'll next play No. 21-seeded Jessica
Pegula, who beat fifth-seeded Maria Sakkari
7-6(0),6-3.

French Open champion Barbora Krejcikova
breezed to a 6-2, 6-2 win over two-time
Australian Open champion Victoria Azarenka

Rafael Nadal defeated fellow lefty
Adrian Mannarino 7-6(14),6-2,6-2 to
reach the quarter-finals of the
Australian Open for the 14th time. Reuters

Wimbledon runner-up Matteo Berrettini
completed a Grand Slam set witha 7-5,7-6(4),
6-4 winover 19th-seeded Pablo Carreno Busta
in the last match on Day 7.

The seventh-seeded Berrettini has now
reached the quarterfinals at all four of the ten-
nis majors and will next play No. 17 Gael
Monfils, who beat Miomir Kecmanovic 7-5, 7-
6 (4), 6-3. The 35-year-old Monfils made it to
the last eight for the second time in 17 trips to
Melbourne Park.

Mannarino, who didn't finish his 4-hour,
38-minute four-set, third-round win over No.
18 Aslan Karatsev until after 2 a.m. on Saturday
and appeared to be hampered by an abdomi-
nal or upper leg injury, threw everything at
Nadal in the opening set on Rod Laver Arena.

“Afterfirst setI couldn'treally fight against
Rafa,” said the 33-year-old No. 69-ranked
Mannarino. “You know, he was playing too
well for me not to be 100%. The second and
third set just went all the way for Rafa, so that's
it." The No. 14-seeded Shapovalov spent al-
most 11 hours on court through the first three
rounds, winning twice in four setsand once in
five,and was surprised by the relative speed of
his 2-hour, 21-minute win over Zverev.
“Definitely happy with where the gameis at,"
he said. "I played pretty smart today.”

FOURTH ROUND

Men’s singles: R Nadal (6), Spain, def. A
Mannarino, France, 7-6 (14), 6-2, 6-2, D
Shapovalov (14), Canada, def. A Zverev (3),
Germany, 6-3, 7-6 (5), 6-3, G Monfils (17),
France, def. M Kecmanovic, Serbia, 7-5,7-6 (4),
6-3, M Berrettini (7), Italy, def. PC Busta (19),
Spain, 7-5, 7-6 (4), 6-4; Women's Singles: M
Keys, United States, def. PBadosa (8), Spain, 6-
3, 6-1, BKrejcikova (4), Czech Republic, def. V
Azarenka (24), Belarus, 6-2, 6-2,] Pegula (21),
United States, def. M Sakkari (5), Greece, 7-6
(0),6-3,ABarty(1),Australia, def. AAnisimova,
United States, 6-4, 6-3

THIRD ROUND

Mixed doubles: R Ram, United States, and S

— BRIEFLY ——

Asia Cup: Japanstun
holdersIndia2-0

Muscat: Defending champions India
were stunned 0-2 by reigning Asian
Games gold-medallists Japan in
their second Pool A match of the
Women's Asia Cup hockey tourna-
ment here on Sunday. Japan scored
through Naga Yuri (2nd minute) and
Saki Tanaka (42nd minute) to stun
the Indians. A slow start from the
Indians cost them dearly as Japan
took the lead against the run of play
in the second minute through Nagai
Yuri The Indians continued to dom-
inate the proceedings after the
change of ends but failed to create
any real scoring opportunity. Japan
surprised India again in the 42nd
minute when Tanakana doubled the
lead. PTI

ChhetriequalsISL
goalscoring record

Bambolim: Sunil Chhetri's 11-game
barren run of goals in the Indian
Super League came to an end as he
salvaged a point for Bengaluru FCina
1-1 draw against FC Goa here on
Sunday. Scoring his 48th ISLgoal, the
India captain equalled the league's
all-time record goalscorer, Ferran
Corominas' tally. Dylan Fox (41st)
scored his first goal for FC Goa witha
header until Chhetri (61st) equalised
with his first of the campaign. The re-
sult keeps both Bengaluru FC and FC
Goa in eighth and ninth place posi-
tions respectively in the points table
with 14 points each. Bengaluru FC
will be up against Chennaiyin FC in
their next at the Athletic Stadium on
Wednesday. PTI

Sindhu wins Syed
Modi International

Lucknow: Two-time Olympic medallist
PV Sindhu eased past young compa-
triot Malvika Bansod in straight games
towin her second women's singles title
at the Syed Modi International bad-
minton tournament here on Sunday.
Playing in a depleted field due to mul-
tiple COVID-19 cases, top seed Sindhu
hardly broke her sweat to get past
Bansod 21-13 21-16inalop-sided title
contest. The final lasted just 35 minutes.
Itwas former world champion Sindhu's
second Syed Modi title after having an-
nexed the BWF World Tour Super 300
eventin 2017.Earlier, the men's singles
final between Arnaud Merkle and Lucas
Claerbout was declared a'No Match' af-
ter one of the finalists tested positive for

Ishaan can get angry, though he insists, Indians work on outlasting opponents. “You  to my advantage,” she muses. Allinaday’s  and is into the last eight for the third timein ~ Mirza, India, def. MMiddelkoop, Netherlands, COVID-19. PTI
“Sometimes she doesn’t listen to me and  need tobe very calmindefenceandmakeop-  squabble and work. four Grand Slam events. and E Perez, Australia, 7-6 (6), 6-4
CROSSWORD 4645 DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL

2

5 M W T L, D T 5 s it T’y

T
era

ALe
ERDANT
FlzA,.

i
E’lgg
o)

W

self-discipline.

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

You should have a
busy start to the
week, so no slacking,
please. This is one of
those moments when the very
best you can possibly do is stick
to routine tasks and put
sentiment and regrets to one
side. There is no substitute, by
the way, for a healthy dose of

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Sometimes you can
hide your head in the
sand, but not now.
There's no getting

away from your essential needs

and desires today. The general
planetary picture is
extraordinarily helpful and
there's little risk in forcing
issues into the open as long as
you keep a dialogue going with
other concerned individuals.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Ifyou've been

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

Moms rot | Twes
“% | FEELING WELL i THOUGATRAL | FRONT VT 5NG
cok [ S0 LM HBGRG B B WA “EET WELL
ACROSS DOWN T ”EREMQF’_\I' WELL fT=—— .r___T_. =5 T
1 Fundamental shifting in cargo 1 Bidforachestwithouta top =) I o H - :'I p—
7 (5) —_— - Il & L
5 Isclassified as military 2 Gossip that could cook one’s | 'f b I Iil
distinctions (5) goose (3) T Hr"' - L ) '
8 USrifleis adapted for 3 Wiriggly line on the map of "'-.I‘" |.|I.."'] ‘! ) L
infantrymen (9) Africa(4) 4 i 3 l . .E'r
9 It'ssticky to chew (3) 4 Fruit woman within call (6) - i) II. e + Fa
10 How fire canbecome 5 Reconciled to having had to AN o T o
widespread (4) give up work (8) "Rg,..- : ". _' e );II
12 Cheer up when the right man 6 Sleepwearin unusual = _FF#ILI" & L
isabout(8) gathering (5,4) AT, Yy ? =
14 Slips in proofs of humanity? 7 Remains as a group of students
(6) (7)

15 Shooting star’s remote origins 11

17 Anew look for cars here

(8) 14 Wandering man about desert
18 Space evolved a long time back (7)

(4) 16 Screenplay many tearupina
21 Potted plantleaves way (6)

(3) 19 Chase around wanting
22 Itkeepslocks in good order treatment? (5)

9) 20 Notyetupin the garden(4)
24 Cried foradrink(5) 23 Initially thought by some to
25 Dull fashion dies out(7) come from outer space (3)

Strong line taken at a trade
(6) exhibition? (4,5)
13 Arest for every living being (8)
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MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

THE HOLIDAYS ARE

ToOO FAR AFPART

Solutions Crossword 4644: Across: 1Stud farm, 5 Scar, 9 Relic, 10 Schemes, 11 Off
therecord, 13 Ousted, 14 Africa, 17 Labour of love, 20 Willing, 21 Early, 22 Reed, 23
Dressers. Down: 1Sort, 2 Uplifts, 3 Face the music, 4 Rested, 6 Cameo, 7 Residual, 8
Cheerfulness, 12 Follower, 15 Inverse, 16 Forger, 18 Bulge, 19 Ayes.

I'LL HAVE THIS YEAR'S TOYS EROKEM
LOMNE BEFORE MNEXKT CHRISTMAS

@ pursuing your
worldly ambitions in
now. Evenif success is assured,
there's still some thinking to be
convinced thatyou're right. It's
mainly a matter of finding the

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
You should spare no

@ to improving your
existence. It's quite

up of planets affects your

emotional state as at the
foolish not to take advantage of
this to improve the general

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
The immediate

@ and constructive,
evenif youdo have a

term, there's a definite need for

more space and comfort in

although you may not make a

move until the Moon begins to

family affairs.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
concentrate on your
material resources.

save than spend but if money

must flow out, aim it towards

concentrating on
recent weeks, then don't let up
done and people to be
best words.
effort when it comes
rare that such a beneficial line-
present time, and you'd be
condition of your partnerships.
future looks positive
few doubts. Over the long-
your living conditions,
play arole in your home and
You may
@ It seems better to
necessities rather than

luxuries. Above all, steer clear
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 3s m of those who are too fond of
Instructions 1 4 i [\ - rumour and gossip, or who are
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, T 1 1 g G E '1 4 3 5 T E 'B .2 out to waste your time.
::: ;is;’e::?; :E:::\e’z::::)l\;v Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get < ::g g;’g’i';f;r::;a?hif e ? '5 2 - S5 B e 79425 3 1 VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
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,unless they sleep alot, are cruel. - Renata Adler (5,6) N nine vertical columns, in g 5 2: 3181|6187 4 powerfully aligned
< each of the nine horizontal o 54 E— a 39 5|/6/2/4[8 1 F with your sign, this
GSEEE EIPDLP D rowsandin each of the ) 8 S i BEl73l1l25 g tis afine (ila)flfto make
s nine boxes. 7)) = a greater than usual effort to
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.I :. 8 & 21 = 27 1]5/8/8]3 486 reach sensible compromises.
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... 1s=Very G 2s=Easy, a8 D 6 319 (7iE|42 8 difficulty, although you'd better
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; | 1 al4 I o 3 have the facts at your
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In spite of a certain

shyness, you love it
when other people
are forced to listen to

your opinions, and that's
exactly what you'll be insisting
on this week. The fact is that
your ideas are probably the
best. But will other people
agree? Well, probably not.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
There should be a
welcome absence of
tension from most of
today's personal

proceedings, although

excitement could boil over into
animated arguments and
disputes. These are lively times
and you're a force to be
reckoned with, as reckless
individuals could soon discover.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
The sky's the limit,
and there's no
reason why you
shouldn't achieve

your ambitions in whatever

your main areas of activity
happen to be. Friends will be of
more help than you've come to
expect, although any favours
you accept now might have to
be paid back sooner than

you hope.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
The planetary
connections
between your work
and money are so

powerful as to suggest an

imminent windfall, almost
certainly as a reward for all
your past efforts. At least, that's
one interpretation. Plus, for
some reason we have yet to
understand, discretion is
required in personal matters.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

This is no time to be
shy and withdrawn.
The Sun, Mars,
Venus and Saturn
are just a few of the planets
compelling you to face up to
your needs, wants and desires
and it's about time you made
these your guiding priority
rather than always trying to
please other people.

New Delhi
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72 COVID CASES AT BEIJING OLYMPICS

Beijing Olympics organisers said on Sunday that they had confirmed
72 cases of COVID-19 among 2,586 Games-related personnel entering
China from Jan. 4 to Jan. 22, with no cases among 171 athletes and

team officials arriving in that period.

REUTERS

Virus stops play: A dozen players test posmve India out of Asian Cup

MIHIRVASAVDA
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

FOR TWO years, the Indian women'’s football
team had been preparing for its biggest tour-
nament so far: the Asian Cup. However, after
playing just one match, they had to withdraw
from the continental championship on Sunday
following a Covid-19 outbreak in the squad.

Itis learnt that a dozen out of the 23 play-
ersinthe group and four members of the sup-
port staff tested positive ahead of the crucial
group-stage match against world number 39
Chinese Taipei. However, even as Taipei play-
ers took the field at Navi Mumbai’s DY Patil
Stadium at the official kick-off time, 7.30 pm,
there was no one to face them.

With two players already out injured, and
12 testing positive, India had just nine players
available for the Taipei game. Out of them, two
had symptoms consistent with Covid-19.

According to tournament regulations, a
team has toname a minimum of 13 players for
amatch to go ahead. The hosts’ ‘failure’ to do
someant they could not take partin the match,
the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) said,
and as a consequence, had to withdraw from
the competition.

The AFC cited clause 4.1 from its rulebook,
which stated that if a team has less than 13
players andis not able to participate inamatch,
it ‘shall be held responsible for the Match not

Virat could’ve
carried on for
two more
years: Shastri

DEVENDRA PANDEY
JANUARY 23

FORMER INDIA coach Ravi Shastri believes
Virat Kohli could have led the Indian Test
team for another two years. Kohli decided
to step down after
the 1-2 series de-
feat in South
Africa, and now
won'’t be captain
in any format.

“I felt that he
could easily con-
tinue for next two
years, but now as
he has stepped down, we should all respect
his decision,” Shastri told The Indian Express
on the sidelines of the Legends League
Cricket in Oman.

Shastri decided not to continue as head
coach of the Indian team after his tenure ex-
pired at the end of the T20 World Cup last
year and was succeeded by Rahul Dravid.

Under the Shastri-Kohli regime, India
won two Test series in Australia and also
took a 2-1 lead in the series England, with
the final Test to be played later this year.
The former India all-rounder describes his
seven-year tenure with the Indian team as
satisfactory and predicts a bright future for
the team.

When asked who should now lead the
Indian team, especially in Test cricket,
Shastri’s first choice is Rohit Sharma.

“First thing, the future of the team is
very bright. From what I have seen in seven
years, the new talent that is coming in is
amazing. As far as the captain is concerned,
Rohit is the captain in two formats. He was
appointed vice-captain of the Test team
that went to South Africa, but he couldn’t
go due to injury. This means that he must
be being thought of as the captain,” he said.

‘Why make a vice-captain?’

However, Shastri is not in favour of ap-
pointing a vice-captain of the Indian team
and says there is no rule which states that
ateam has to have one. “Why make a vice-
captain? Whose place in the team is cer-
tain and is better on that day, make him the
vice-captain. What is the use of making a
vice-captain who has to be dropped from
the playing 11?”.

Some analysts feel that Rishabh Pant
should be appointed as vice-captain. “As
far as Pant is concerned, he is an amazing
player. He listens too. It’s not that he does-
n't listen. He has a lot of talent and will go
on. He is a better alternative than having a
designated vice-captain,” Shastri said.

Kohli’s lack of major silverware is often
counted against him, but Shastri feels a
captain shouldn’t be judged on World Cup
wins alone.

“How many top players do we have who
have never even touched the World Cup?
Who is the captain who has won the World
Cup? Only Kapil Dev and Mahendra Singh
Dhoni inIndia. Should we not talk about any
other captain? I can speak because [ have
grabbed the World Cup trophy. In our coun-
try, even if you won the World Cup and lost
the Test series, people would still go after the
team. We all have this habit. For seven years,
it was our endeavour to win as much as we
can,” he argued.

Shastri has taken a break after his
tenure with the Indian team and is expect-
ing to be back in the commentary box for
India’s final Test in England in the summer.

(Devendra Pandey is in Oman on the
invitation of Legends Cricket League)

taking place and shall be considered to have
withdrawn from the relevant Competition.’

All India Football Federation (AIFF) presi-
dent Praful Patel said the players were ‘heart-
broken’ butinsisted ‘this wasn't the end of the
world' for them. “The promise ondisplay in the
first match against IR Iran was there for all to
see, and am confident they will bounce back
from this temporary setback,” he said.

Despite the hosts being forced out, the AFC
said the show will go on in the 12-team Asian
Cup. On Monday, four matches will be played
as scheduled, with the 2023 World Cup hosts
Australia and former world champions Japan
among the teams in action.

The AFC's decision to go ahead with the
games despite a Covid-19 outbreak underlines
the approach being taken by sports bodies,
who continue to organise tournaments amidst
global rise cases globally. Just days ago, the
Indian squad at the Under-19 Cricket World
Cupin the West Indies was hit by Covid-19 but
the schedule was unaffected and the BCCl sent
reinforcements.

No men's final at Modi badminton

At the Syed Modi International Super300
event in Lucknow, the men's singles finalists,
Frenchmen, Arnaud Merkel and Lucas
Claerbout were forced intoisolation on Sunday
after one tested positive and the other was
deemed a close contact. The world governing
body, BWF, had not determined what to do

CELELETEE R
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While Chinese Taipei players took the field at Navi Mumbai’s DY Patil Stadium at the
official kick-off time, there was no one to face them. Amit Chakravarty

BUBBLES BURST

CRICKET The Indian squad at the
Under-19 World Cup in the West Indies
was hit by Covid-19 last week, with five
players testing positive. Four Zimbabwe
players and two from the West Indies
team, too, had tested positive.

BADMINTON The men'’s singles finals
of the Syed Modi International Super
300 event on Sunday was called off after
one of the finalist tested positive. A total
of 32 matches witnessed walkovers [ no
matches in the tournament. Last week,
the India Open had started with seven
positives amongst Indians, including
Kidambi Srikanth who was staying at
the official hotel.

TENNIS There have been three
confirmed positive cases reported at
the ongoing Australian Open.
Australian Bernard Tomic and Ugo
Humbert of France tested positive
earlier this week while Belgian Alison
van Uytvanck said she was down with
the virus on Sunday.

FOOTBALL Ahead of India’s first match
of the women’s Asian Cup, two Covid-19
cases were reported within the group.
Before the second game on Sunday, a
total of 12 players were down with the
virus along with four support staff.
Isolated cases in at least four other
teams were reported earlier in the week.

with ranking points, given this unprecedented
situation where two opponents from the same
country were involved, and the walkover was
mutual - not naming the positive.

But this came to pass at the end of a torrid
week where 32 matches across singles and
doubles witnessed Walkovers | no matches.
Assam shuttler Ashmita Chaliha had a con-
firmed positive on Day 1,and then the spurt of
walkovers kept piling up, till the French duo
were denied a final due to the virus.

Lastweek, the India Open had started with
seven positives amongst Indians, including
Kidambi Srikanth. Subsequently, Singaporean
women's singles player Yeo Jia Min had tested
positive after returning home, days after hav-
ingafever wheninIndia. The Indian jamboree
now moves to Orissa for a Super 100, again
risking the health of players.

The ongoing tournament was India’s first
appearance at the Women'’s Asian Cup after 19
years, and on home soil. The tournament,

which doubles up as a 2023 World Cup quali-
fier, is being held in a bio-bubble, with no spec-
tators allowed inside the venues and the play-
ers virtually cut off from the outside world.
“Unfortunately, this happened to us despite
the best measures put in place, and it is sheer
bad luck thatit happened to us. Let there be no
fingers pointed atany. We need to understand
this is a pandemic situation, and no bubble is
foolproof around the world,” Patel said.

India began the competition with a goal-

No crumb of comfort

less draw against Iran and were to take on 8-
time Asian champions China on January 26,
which made Sunday’s match against Taipei a
must-win. However, the team did not even
travel to the stadium for the match even as four
match officials and Taipei players entered the
field at sharp 6.30 for the routine pre-match
warm-up drills. At 710 pm, the Taipei players
went to the dressing room to get changed. At
7.30 pm, the AFCofficially called off the match.

(With inputs from Shivani Naik)

India run hosts close, but can't prevent 0-3 ODI series debacle to end disappointing tour which had begun on a high note

ABHISHEKPUROHIT
JANUARY 23

A SOUTH Africa tour that had begun with
expectations of dominance - heightened
by the Centurion Test win — ended with a
fifth successive defeat for India, a four-run
loss in Cape Town bringing a 0-3 ODI series
wipeout. It was the closest India had come
to winning a game after Centurion, albeit
an inconsequential one with the series al-
ready lost. But just when the match
seemed to have settled decisively in their
grasp, following a familiar middle-order
stumble and a stunning revival, they fell
apart at the final hurdle.

In his previous ODI, Deepak Chahar had
walked in at 160/6 in a chase of 276 against
Sri Lanka in Colombo last July. It became
193/7, but Chahar took India to a series-
sealing victory with an unbeaten 69, play-
ing some outrageous strokes along the way.

Six months later, Chahar appeared to
have stolen another ODI chase from a home
side’s grasp; his 54 off 34 deliveries had re-
suscitated India from 223/7 in their pur-
suit of 288 at Newlands. In his only match
of the tour, Chahar had come inat 195/5 af-
ter Shreyas lyer’s exit to a short ball for 17.

Chahar’s enterprise

Chahar pulled a Lungi Ngidi short ball
for four and hit Dwaine Pretorius for suc-
cessive sixes —a swipe high over deep mid-
wicket and a sliced drive past sweeper
cover. His blows, aided by Jasprit Bumrah’s
spunk, had shocked the South Africans, and
the once-steep equation had been hacked
down to a mere 10 off 18.

And then Chahar played one shot too
many on a surface where taking the pace
off had increasingly made uninhibited
strokeplay fraught with risk. He was caught
by a sliding Pretorius at cover off Ngidi, and
India managed to add only five runs after
his dismissal. Four balls were still left in the
game when Yuzvendra Chahal top-edged
Pretorius for David Miller to take a sitter
and leave Chahar close to tears on a chair
near the boundary with his pads still on.

He had tried his best to change the
script but India eventually stuck to the nar-
rative of the first ODI in Paarl. They were
138/1 there chasing 297. Shikhar Dhawan
and Virat Kohli had added 92, but after the
former’s departure, they unravelled to
214/8 and a 31-run loss.

In Cape Town, India were 116/1.
Dhawan and Kohli had put on 98. Dhawan
fell, and the middle order caved in again.
There was an enterprising 39 off 32 from
Suryakumar Yadav, who had replaced
Venkatesh Iyer, but like Chahar, he played
too many forcing shots on a difficult pitch,
and paid the price.

In contrast, Quinton de Kock had hung
around long enough to make 124 to propel
South Africa to 287, which proved to be just
enough to consign Rahul Dravid’s first tour
as full-time India coach to an utter
disaster.

In his previous ODI, Deepak
Chahar had walked in at 160/6 in
achase of 276 against Sri Lanka
in Colombo last July. It

became 193/7, but Chahar took
India to a series-sealing victory
with an unbeaten 69, playing
some outrageous strokes along
the way.

South Africa batsman Quinton de Kock’s 130-ball 124 included 12 fours and two sixes. Reuters

SCOREBOARD

South Africa

Qde Kock c Dhawan b Bumrah 124
(130b, 12x4, 2x6)

JMalan ¢ Pant b Chahar 1(6b)
TBavuma run out 8(12b,1x4)
AMarkram csubbChahar ~ 15(14b, 3x4)
Rvan der Dussen c Iyer b Chahal 52

(59b, 4x4, 1x6)
D Miller ¢ Kohli b Krishna 39 (38b, 3x4, 1x6)

A Phehlukwayo run out 4(11b)
D Pretorius c SA Yadav b Krishna 20

(25b,3x4)
KMabharaj c Kohli b Bumrah 6(5b, 1x4)
S Magala c Rahul b Krishna 0(2b)
L Ngidi not out 0(0b)
Extras: (lb2,nb3,w 13) 18
Total: (49.5 overs) 287

FoW: 1-8, 2-34,3-70, 4-214, 5-218,6-228, 7-

272,8-282,9-287,10-287

Bowling: Chahar 8-0-53-2, Bumrah 10-0-

52-2, Krishna 9.5-0-59-3, Yadav 10-0-53-0,

Chahal 9-0-47-1, Iyer 3-0-21-0

India

KL Rahul c Malan b Ngidi 9(10b, 2x4)

S Dhawan c de Kock b Phehlukwayo 61
(73b, 5x4, 1x6)

V Kohli c Bavumab Maharaj 65 (84b, 5x4)

R Pant c Magala b Phehlukwayo 0(1b)

Slyer c Phehlukwayo b Magala 26 (34b, 2x4)

S Yadav c Bavuma b Pretorius 39
(32b, 4x4, 1x6)

D Chahar c Pretorius b Ngidi 54
(34b, 5x4, 2x6)

] Yadav c Bavuma b Ngidi 2(6b)
JBumrah ¢ Bavuma b Phehlukwayo 12
(15b, 2x4)

Y Chahal c Miller b Pretorius 2(6b)
P Krishna not out 2(3b)
Extras: (Ib2,nb2,w 7) 11
Total: (49.2 overs) 283

FoW: 1-18,2-116,3-118,4-156,5-195,6-210,
7-223,8-278,9-281,10-283

Bowling: Ngidi 10-0-58-3, Pretorius 9.2-0-
54-2,Magala 10-0-69-1, Maharaj 10-0-39-1,
Phehlukwayo 7-0-40-3, Markram 3-0-21-0
South Africa won by 4 runs

Kohli: Sedate fielder, super charged batter

SANDIPG
JANUARY 23

THE LONG and tedious wait for Virat Kohli's
75th international century dragged on to an-
other day. It has been 784 days since he regis-
tered one—hislongestever wait—andaspanin
which both his life and cricket changed un-
recognisably. He became a father, forsook cap-
taincy, and the halo around his batting has just
begun to fade. But for all the changes in his life
and career, for all the intrigue that surrounds
his decision to step down as Test and T20 cap-
tain, he hasn’t lost his passion or intensity, the
drive or energy, those characteristics that de-
fine him, on the field.

Relinquishing captaincy has not doused the
fire of ambition in him—not even in ODIs, the
only format wherein captaincy was stripped
off him. He might be more quiet when field-
ing, he might not exhort the bowlers as fer-
vently as when he was the captain, he might
notwalkorrunas urgently aswhen he wasthe
captain, the stump mic might not capture the
incessant hard-edged tone of his chatter.

But it's no longer Kohli's business to inject
energy and intensity into his colleagues when
fielding—it’s the duty of the captain to conduct
the orchestra, and Kohli is no longer one. It
would have been weird had he runaround the
field as animatedly as he had been when he
was the captain. It would have painted him as
overbearing and obtrusive, keen toimpose his
personaeven when he was not the captain. So
he was sedate. There were no turbo-charged
celebrations, no vein-popping or fist-punch-
ing, or feisty send-offs. Phew, he even had a
congratulatory chat with de Kock, as he walked
back to the dressing room.

But let his calmness not be misconstrued
as detachment, or a lack of passion. For, it was
the usual Kohli when he strode out to bat.

During his 84-ball 65, Virat Kohli didn’t
look to over-impose himself. Reuters

Evident was his bristling intensity to revive his
gold standards, the burning passion to slog
through the desert and find an oasis of hun-
dreds.

Only suchaswitched-on, determined bats-
man, and not a cagey one, could flick the first
ball off his body for a four. It might have been
a semi-loose ball, but the emphatic way he
whipped it stressed that none of his hunger
hasdiminished. He would not go easy into the
sunset.

Onthe contrary torumours that he had lost
his vigour. He seemed extra-energised, super-
stimulated. There were some clues that cap-
tured his mindset—like the striding front-foot,
the buoyant drives and the alacritous running
between the wickets.

The usual spirit-sapping stream of singles
appeared through the leg side. In between he

drove with thrilling, easy power through the
covers. He teased out the weak points of South
Africa’s bowling and pulled them apart. None
of his fours was a cover-drive, well-cushioned
as the region was. But he drove as sumptuously
as he had in recent times. He seemed to have
regained his free-spiritedness. Not fully, but
almost fully.

Impressively, he didn’tlook to over-impose
himself. At times in his journey to rediscovery,
he had looked over-eager and in the end self-
defeated him. Here, he struck an impeccable
balance of mind, for all the outward energy.
For 41 balls, he was content stealing singles. If
he stepped once inawhile, it was not in pursuit
of boundaries, but todishevel the length of the
bowlers.

At times, he veered into the Steve Smith
realm of amime-artist, giving the onlooker a vi-
sual running commentary of what is buzzing
through his head. Like when the bat flipped in
his hand when cover-driving Lungi Ngidi, he
screamed at himself, shadow-practiced the
stroke a couple of times and yelled at his non-
striker Shikhar Dhawan that “boundary marna
tha.” Later, when Ngidi’s dipping floated beat
him, he blew a sarcasticwinkat him. When he
missed a horrible half-tracker from Sisanda
Magala, he grimaced and seemed close to beat-
ing his own brow in frustration as he ran the
single. The shrug of the shoulder, the shake of
his head, the broad smile, the warm applause,
the bulging eyes when he stretched for a two,
a whole range of emotions flashed and flick-
ered across his face.

Those were clear signs that he was enjoy-
ing his batting. For when he is not, he turns
pensive and ponderous, does his best to hide
his emotions. Here, he let it flow, more aptly,
let it rip. He fell 35 runs short of his 75th cen-
tury—but in a broader sense, it didn’t matter,
for there were enough signs and portents that
he has lost none of his intensity and passion.
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