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ACCEPTS PARTIES’ DEMAND

Inrare move, EC

pushes Punjab
polls to Feb 20

Done to allow people to join Guru
Ravidas Jayanti celebrations in Varanasi

ANISHADUTTA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

IN A rare move, the Election
Commission announced Monday
that it had postponed the date of
the Punjab Assembly polls from
February 14 to February 20.

This was
done after
Chief Minister
Charanjit
Singh Channi
and other po-
litical parties

DEZCAgIZON requested the
Commission
to change the

voting date given that a large
number of people would be trav-
elling to Varanasi for the Guru
Ravidas Jayanti on February 16.
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PM: Best time to invest
in India, multilateral
institutions need reforms

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

CITING VARIOUS reform meas-
ures taken by the Government,
such as the removal of retrospec-
tive taxation, reduction in com-
pliance requirements and sim-
plification of the corporate tax
rate structure, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Monday made a
strong pitch for India as an in-
vestment destination and said
thisis “the best time” to invest in
the country.

Addressing the World
Economic Forum's online Davos
Agenda 2022 summit, Modi said
India is committed to be areliable
partner in the global supply chain,
and is saving countless lives by
sending medicines and Covid
vaccines to several countries.

He highlighted India's
“multi-lingual” and “multi-cul-

Suspected drone attack
on Abu Dhabi by Yemen
rebels kills two Indians

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

TWO INDIANS were among
three people killed in a sus-
pected drone attack carried out
by the Iran-backed Houthi mili-
tant group on three petroleum
tankers in Abu Dhabi, the capital
of the United Arab Emirates, on
Monday afternoon. A Pakistani
national was also among the ca-
sualties. Six persons sustained
mild and moderate injuries, po-
lice said.

While the UAE didn't imme-

After the suspected drone
attack in Abu Dhabi. UNI

diately blame anyone for the at-
tack, Yahia Sarei, a military
spokesman of the Houthi group,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

PM Narendra Modi speaks at
the WEF's online Davos
Agenda 2022 summit. P

tural environment”, which he
said was a source of “great power
not only of India but of the whole
world”.

Welcoming the world to in-
vest in India, Modi said: “Today,
India has the third largest num-
ber of unicorns in the world.
More than 10,000 start-ups have
been registered in the last six

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

&MANOJCG
CHANDIGARH, NEW DELHI,
JANUARY 17

AMID A bitter power struggle
between Punjab Chief Minister
Charanyjit Singh Channi and state
Congress president Navjot Singh
Sidhu, the Congress on Monday
put out a video on its official
Twitter handle virtually project-
ing Channi as its chief minister
face.

The move also comes a day
before the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), which is seen as the
Congress's main challenger in
the state, is set to announce its
chief ministerial candidate.
Sources in the Congress said the
video was not put out "just like
that" and argued it was part of a
“calibrated” strategy.

The Congress, party sources
said, believes Channi is its “best
bet” in Punjab.

“Nothing happens on its
own,” a senior leader told The
Indian Express.

Sources said the party was
for now projecting Channi as the
leader. “That s the reason the of-
ficial handle of the Congress
tweeted the video. Channi is
popular in the surveys. He has

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

J&K govt disbands, takes
control of Kashmir Press

Club: ‘bid to stifle voice’

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, JANUARY 17

DAYS AFTER the J&K administra-
tion put on hold the re-registra-
tion of the Kashmir Press Club, it
moved to take control of the
premises, citing a "potential law
and order situation" and saying
the club "ceases to exist as areg-
istered body".

Reacting to the government's
move, the elected body of the
Kashmir Press Club said the aim
of the government was to shut
down the club and "stifle the

Outside Kashmir Press Club
on Monday. PTi

voice of journalists in Kashmir".
The club, which has over 300
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Kathak doyen who embodied virtuosity
and expression, grace and control

PAGE1
ANCHOR

SUANSHU KHURANA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

BACK IN 2010, at a concert in
Delhi’s Kamani auditorium, Girija
Devi sang the lilting hori, Rang
daarungi nand ke laalan pe, rang
daarungi, a Braj Bhaasha piece
about Radha’s explicit desire to
colour Krishna. Next to her sat
Pandit Birju Maharaj, who em-
bodied the Radha in the hori —
adakaariin place, heartin tow. As
Maharajinterpreted this one line
innumerous ways, he articulated

PANDIT BIRJU MAHARAJ 1938-2022

the desire of a woman, in all its
sensuality. At the end of it, Girija
Devi draped her shawl over

Maharaj's head. Maharaj ac-
knowledged, turning the shawl
into his veil. Tumultuous ap-

plause followed. “I can't think of
any woman dancer who can be
a better Radha,” Devi would of-
ten say.

A rare combination of virtu-
osity and expression, grace and
control, Pandit Birju Maharaj,
who became synonymous with
Kathak, passed away in Delhi at
the age of 83. He suffered from
kidney ailments and had been
ondialysis for some months. He
contracted Covid a few days ago
and had a heart attack on
Monday morning.

Maharaj's oeuvre was not
just about dazzling perform-
ances, choreographies, and that
delicate glance of the eye. It was

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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precedent it may set

EUTHANASIA: WHY THE RIGHT TO DIE REMAINS A DEBATE ACROSS THE WORLD

Euthanasia is sensitive and complexissue that has been debated across the world for centuries. Various
factors come into play when discussing the topic including safeguards in legislation, morality and the
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APPLE’S ‘'SPRING’
EVENT 2022

Apple’s first hardware
event could happen in
March or April this year

COVID-19 AND
PREGNANCY

How long should
women wait before
planning pregnancy?

EXPRESS

Bishop Mulakkal’s
acquittal in nun

rape case

In this episode, Vishnu Varma and Apurva
Vishwanath join host Snigdha Sharma to
discuss the acquittal of Bishop Franco
Mulakkal, what were the factors that led
toit, and the loopholes in the judgment
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Channi CM face

transitioned as a political leader
ever since he took overas CM,” a
senior party leader told The
Indian Express.

Another leader said the
Congress cannot, as of now, an-
nounce Channi as the CM face
given the CM aspirants in Goa
and Uttarakhand. "Harish Rawat
wants the party toannounce him
as the CM face and Digambar
Kamat toois eager. So, we cannot
project Channi officially but the
signals are clear. Heis our best bet
and if the party returns to power,
itwill be largely because of him,"
the leader said.

In 2017, in a rare move, the
party had announced Amarinder
Singhasits chief ministerial face,
but barely a week before voting.

Asked whether the party
would now spell out in clear
terms that Channi will be the
Chief Minister again if the party
is voted back to power, a leader
merely said, “Let’s see. The
Election Commission has de-
ferred voting in Punjab to
February 20. Now there is gap be-
tween voting in Goa and
Uttarakhand, and Punjab.”

The video, shot with agricul-
tural fields in the background, has
Bollywood actor-turned-philan-
thropist Sonu Sood saying "the
real Chief Minister is the one who
is brought to the chair, not the one
who has to struggle to reach
there, not the one who hasto say
that he is the CM candidate and
that he deservesit". The real CM,
Sood goes on to say, should be a
"back-bencher who should be
brought to the forefront and told
that he will be the CM. Only such
aperson canbringabout change".

The 36-second video has
Channi making an appearance 12
times. No other leader is seen in
the video, except for Amritsar MP
G S Aujla who appears for a brief
second. Sidhu does notappearin
the video at all. There are visuals
of Channi walking, draping his
shawl, squatting on the floor and
eating makki di roti and sarsonda
saag.

When asked about the video
and whether Channi was being
projected as the party's CM face,
AICC secretary in-charge Harish
Chaudhary, however, said, “We
will fight the elections under a
collective leadership. We have al-
ready said that.” To a question if
the decision could be changed, he
said, “There is nothing perma-
nentin politics. But the party has

made it clear that the election will
be fought collectively.”

The video has, predictably
enough, created a political furore
in the faction-ridden party.

An aide of Channi said the
video was a message to Sidhu,
who was pushing to be an-
nounced as the CM candidate.
“You heard what Sonu Sood is
sayingin thevideo --thata natu-
ral CM candidate does not have
to struggle.”

Aleader close to Sidhu, how-
ever, said there was nothing
much to read in the video.

The video also comes amid a
string of comments in favour of
Channi as the party's CM face.

OnMonday, Cabinet minister
Rana Gurjit Singh said Channi has
done a "great job" in just three
months and that raising a ques-
tion mark about his continuation
as CM can prove to be counter-
productive.

“When you already have a
Chief Minister who is doing a
great job, why put a question
mark about his continuation af-
ter winning the elections?” he
asked while asserting that it
would be unfair to Channi to
make him lead the party in the
elections and then keep him on
tenterhooks about his future po-
sition.

The party had settled the is-
sue of chief ministership three
months ago, he said, adding that
there is no need for any further
debates or discussions.

“When you have a tried and
tested CM who has proved his
mettle in a brief period of three
months, why do you want to ex-
periment with someone un-
known and untested?” he asked.

A day earlier, on Sunday,
Hardev Singh Laddi Sherowalia,
the party's sitting MLA from
Shahkot, had demanded that
Channi be announced as CM can-
didate.

“It is a sustained campaign
now. The leaders have seen the
popularity of Channi. Thatis why
these kinds of statements are ap-
pearing,” aleader said.

Press Club

members, has been shut since
Saturday, when a rival group of
journalists barged in and de-
clared themselves to be the "in-
terim body".

In an official release on
Monday, the J&K administration
said, "The factual position is that
KPC as a registered body has
ceased to exist and its managing

For and on behalf of

Restaurant including operation

Complex at Jammu.

% Karnin of Jab

Ha
Froviding freshiy cocked  ond
pocessed  Vegeiarn bod e
treiegy I he Seslimen m &
Fritaitanl adiil Cysraksn

Mdvkiranoa for 06 plirs o Geaund

P o G525 Cum WUl Leess Gt

Foriaap L Lommesaal Compees: o

e o ek heem wilh ugesad
| Tipietd of 5% i peani

1400 hrs. onwards.

and other details.

DIPJ-5641

<fr2~
JAMMU DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY.
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
MEGA PROJECT DIVISION GBS JAMMU
e-NIT No. JDA/MP/DIV/2021-22/e-NIT/05 Dated 08-01-2022
FRESH NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

the Vice Chairman, Jammu

Development Authority, Jammu tenders are invited through e-
tendering Firm/Company dealing in the food retailing business
having at least four outlets PAN India for providing freshly cooked
and processed food and beverages to the customers in AC

and maintenance for a period of

05 years at GBS cum Multi Level Car Parking cum Commercial

TMnimemn feste | E-ECI.I-'I‘H. Cosiod |

Eid (ichading | Depost Tendar
G5 EMO | Documeni |
R 1,19 ey 1 of
e ]
el | RS0
il prica
of fired
e

1. Date of Publishing : 08-01-2022
2. The Bidding documents can be seen and downloaded from
the website http://jktenders.gov.in from 08-01-2022.

a. The Bids shall be deposited in electronic format (on line) on
the website http://jktenders.gov.in from 08-01-2022

b. Pre Bid meeting will be held in the JDA office Vikas Bhawan
Jammu on 15-01-2022 at 1200 hrs.

c. The last date for submission of bids containing all the
required documents is 24-01-2022 upto 1200 hrs.

d. The bids received will be opened online 24-01-2022 from

e. The complete bidding process will be on line.

3. Bid documents can be seen at and downloaded from the
website http://jktenders.gov.in Bid documents contain qualifying
criteria for bidder, specifications, bill of quantities, conditions

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Mega Projects Div. JDA GBS Jammu

body too has come to alegal clo-
sure on 14 July 2021, the date on
whichits tenure came toanend.”

"In its failure to register itself
under the central Societies of
Registration Act, further com-
pounded by its failure to hold
elections to constitute a new
managing body, some individu-
als of the erstwhile club have
been committing illegalities on
several counts, least of which are
false portrayal of being owner-
managers of an entity whichis no
longer in legal vogue".

After the abrogation of
Jammu and Kashmir's special
status, the government had asked
the club, aregistered body, to seek
re-registration under the central
Societies of Registration Act.
While the club applied for re-reg-
istration in the first week of May
2021 and the Registrar of
Societies issued it on December
29, a fortnight later, on January
14, it was put in "abeyance", cit-
ingareport from the J&K Police's
Criminal Investigation
Department.

The government release on
Monday, however, made no
mention of why the re-registra-
tion was revoked or the delay in
the process.

Ishfaq Tantray, general secre-
tary of the elected body of the
press club, said, "It seems the ul-
timate goal was to shut down the
Kashmir Press Club and for this
purpose, they tried to install a
group of journalists (who barged
into the premises on Saturday).
By thisaction, they wanted to sti-
fle the voice of journalists that
resonated through the forum
called Kashmir Press Club, the
only democratic and independ-
ent journalist body in the Valley.
But it is our firm belief that our
journalists are capable and pro-
fessional enough to keep the
flame glowing and confront these
challenges ahead. I want to reit-
erate that journalism thrived in
Kashmir and it will survive all
crests and troughs in the future
aswell".

Reacting to the government's
move, PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti
tweeted, "It seems that the coup
& its aftermath was entirely or-
chestrated to shut down another
outlet that served as a medium
for journalists to debate & discuss
their opinions freely. With every
passing day all the safety valves
toexpress dissent are being muz-
zled.”

The official release went on to
say, "Rival groups have been lev-
elling various allegations against
each other, and also with regard
to the use of the premises belong-
ing to the Estates Department
that was being used for legiti-
mate use of the members of the
journalistic fraternity," said the
release. "In view of this aspect of
thedispute and inview of the re-
ports in social media and other
sources indicating a potential law
and order situation, including a
threat of breach of peace and the
safety of bonafide journalists, an
intervention has become neces-
sary...Ithas been decided that the

The new date of notification
will be issued on January 25,
and the state will go to polls on
February 20 while counting of
votes will be undertaken on
March 10.

“After consideration of all
facts made available, Election
Commission has announced
2022 General Elections to the
Legislative Assembly of State of
Punjab on 8th January 2022
under which notification for
the election is to be issued on
21stJanuary 2022 and pollis to
take place on 14th February
2022,” the Commission said in
a statement.

“Commission has received
several representations from
State Government, Political
Parties and other organizations
drawing attention regarding
movement of a large number of
devotees from Punjab to
Varanasi for participation in Sri
Guru Ravidas Ji Jayanti celebra-
tions, whichisobserved on 16th
February 2022. They have also
broughtto the notice thatalarge
number of devotees start mov-
ing for Varanasi around a week
before the day of celebrationand
keeping the poll day on 14th
February 2022 will deprive large
number of electors from voting.
In view of this, they have re-
quested to shift the poll date few
daysafter 16th February 2022,” it
said.

Chief Minister Channi had
urged the Commission to post-
pone the February 14 Assembly
polls by six days in view of Guru
Ravidas Jayanti.

In a letter to Chief Election

Commissioner Sushil Chandra,
Channi said it was brought to
his notice by representatives of
the Scheduled Castes commu-
nity, which is around 32 per
cent of the state’s population,
that the birth anniversary of
Guru Ravidas falls on February
16.

“On this occasion, a large
number of SC devotees (about
20 lakh) from the state are
likely to visit Banaras in Uttar
Pradesh from February 10 to
16,” Channi wrote.

“In such a situation, many
people from this community
would not be able to cast their
votes for the state Assembly,
which is otherwise their con-
stitutional right,” he stated in
the letter.

The Commission also took
inputs from the state govern-
ment and the Punjab Chief
Electoral Officer in this regard.

“After considering these
new facts emerging out of
these representations, inputs
from the State Government
and Chief Electoral Officer, past
precedence and all facts and
circumstances in the matter,
now Commission has decided
to reschedule the General
Elections to Legislative
Assembly of Punjab," it said.

The poll body is mandated
under law to hold elections at
any time within six months be-
fore the five-year term of the
Lok Sabha or Legislative
Assembly expires.

The polls are timed in such
a way that the new Assembly
or Lok Sabha is in place on the

In rare move, EC pushes Punjab polls to Feb 20

day of the dissolution of the
outgoing House. An election
once called usually proceeds as
per schedule. However, in some
exceptional cases, the process
can be postponed or even
scrapped after its announce-
ment under extraordinary cir-
cumstances.

As per practice, the
Commission clubs all elections
that are close to each other to
ensure that the results in one
state do not influence voters in
the state going to the polls soon
after. The earliest due date of a
state determines the poll dates
for all the clubbed states.

Under Section 153 of the
Representation of the People
Act, the poll panel can “extend
the time” for completing an
election, but such extension
should not go beyond the date
of the normal dissolution of the
Lok Sabha or the Assembly. In
1991, the Commission, under
this provision read with Article
324 of the Constitution, post-
poned parliamentary elections
for three weeks following the
assassination of former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi during
his campaign in Tamil Nadu.

Section 153 of the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951 states: “Extension of
time for completion of election
— It shall be competent for the
Election Commission for rea-
sons which it considers sulffi-
cient, to extend the time for the
completion of any election by
making necessary amend-
ments in the notification...”

In March 2020, elections to

18 Rajya Sabha seats were post-
poned by the Commission due
to the Covid-19 pandemic. In
May 2021, the Commission also
deferred bye-elections in sev-
eral states and UTs due to the
pandemic.

Former Chief Election
Commissioner SY Qureshi,
writing in The Indian Express
onJanuary 3, explained that the
term of the House cannot be
extended except in an emer-
gency declared by Parliament,
which the Constitution restricts
to only two situations — war
and breakdown of law and or-
der.

“Itis strange that people are
talking about banning rallies
and postponing elections in the
same breath. Banning rallies is
anexecutive order of the EC, the
simplest thing to do once an
election is announced.
Postponing elections is not in
their hands atall,and would be
aviolation of the constitutional
mandate that gives every
Vidhan Sabha a fixed term. As
soon as the term is over, the
House stands dissolved auto-
matically.”

“The term of the House can-
not be extended except in an
emergency declared by
Parliament, which the
Constitution restricts to only
two situations — war and
breakdown of law and order. In
the seven decades of our elec-
toral history, this has happened
only three times — in Assam,
Punjab and Jammu and
Kashmir —ininsurgency situa-
tions,” he wrote.

allotment of the premises at Polo
View in view of the now deregis-
tered Kashmir Press Club be can-
celled and control of land and
buildings situated at Polo View
Srinagar which belongs to the
Estates Department be reverted
back to the said department”.

Kathak doyen

alsoabout hisintrepid belief that
dance could convey just about
everything. Gender, in all of this,
rarely mattered as he sought to
move beyond any constraints
that his art form offered.

Born Brij Mohan Nath Mishra,
Maharaj began dancing when he
was four. His father, Achhan
Maharaj, was from the presti-
gious Kalka Bindadin family of
Lucknow and the narrow
Lucknow lane where they lived
would reverberate with the tin-
kle of ghungroos. “My father used
to tell my amma, ‘Ladka bahut
leyadaar hai(The boy is extremely
rhythmic)',” he had saidinanin-
terview to The Indian Express in
2013. He began performing at
concerts with his father before his
first major solo in West Bengal.
While still in school, Maharaj had
said, he would use his notebooks
to write the bols of Kathak, in-
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stead of taking down class notes.

Acchan Maharaj passed away
when Birju Maharaj was nine.
Armed with the precise footwork
that his father taught him, a
young Maharaj began teaching
while also being trained by his
uncles, Shambhu Maharaj and
Lachhu Maharaj, who are cred-
ited with giving him the fluidity
of movement that he was famous
for.He moved to Delhi to teach at
Sangeet Bharti, Mandi House,
and never looked back.

His children Jai Kishen
Maharaj, Deepak Maharaj and
Mamta Maharaj are all kathak
dancers.

At28,Maharajwas one of the
youngest artistes to be honoured
with the Sangeet Natak Akademy
award. He was also conferred the
Padma Vibhushan and was the
head of Kathak Kendra till his re-
tirement in 1998.

What added to his perform-
ances was his immense knowl-
edge of percussion and
Hindustani classical music. He
could sing the thumri he was to
dance to. Soon, almost every mu-
sical conference in the country
had Maharaj as their star per-
former. What was interesting
about his Kathak performances
was that these were not just
mythological pieces, he was also
contemporising the stories, even
taking bits from his daily life.

Some of his finest perform-
ances were with Ustad Zakir
Hussain. At Maharaj's 75th birth-
day celebration at Delhi’s FICCI
auditorium, he showcased ginti
ki tihaies and bhav through a
thumri sung by his brothers-in-
law Pt Rajan and Sajan Mishra.
With Maharaj's intricate foot-
work, superb control and stam-
ina almost defying his age, an
overwhelmed Hussain had
laughed as he said, “He danced
onmy fourth birthday...Ab kyunki
Maharajji aaj chaarsaal ke ho gaye
hain (Now that Maharaj ji has
turned four), I wanted to pay him
atribute. While playing with him,
I have no idea what he will do
next. It is a challenge I look for-
ward to.”

Maharaj also contributed to
Hindi film choreographies. Be it
the piece he choreographed for

his student Saswati Sen in
Shatranj ke Khiladi or for Madhuri
Dixit in Dil Toh Paagal Hai and
Devdas, for Deepika Padukone in
Bajirao Mastani or Kamal Haasan
in Vishwaroopam, these intricate
performances showcased his
sense of precision and fine cho-
reography. His ginti ki tihaais are
studied rigorously by students of
Kathak.

As guru, Maharaj inspired
generations of dancers to take up
Kathak. The training was rigor-
ous, “until it got into your blood-
stream,” as Shovana Narayan,
who was trained by Maharaj,
once said. His other students in-
clude Nisha Mahajan and Aditi
Mangaldas, among others.

Mangaldas was a young girl
learning Kathak in Ahmedabad,
when her guru, Kumudini Lakhia,
and her aunt, writer and activist,
Pupul Jayakar, recommended
that she learn from Maharaj, “the
mouth of the river”. “You didn’t
learn only in his classroom. It was
an ongoing learning process
which became a way of life. His
sense of observation — of thythm,
of poetry, of sounds around him
was so phenomenal. It's incredi-
ble how all of this translated into
dance, making himalarger-than-
life figure,” said Mangaldas, who
moved away from Maharaj's in-
stitute, Kalashram, after a few
years to start her own dance
school.

Manjari Chaturvedi, who
learned Maharaj’s style of danc-
ing from his seniormost student,
PtArjun Mishra, believes that tra-
ditional Kathak is alive because
of Pt Birju Maharaj. “What he did
for Kathak can’t be quantified.
That generation lived their art
form. We perform it. When
Kathakbegan, itwasallabout the
solo. Post-independence, with
changing times, he adapted with
group choreographies, but kept
the tradition alive,” says
Chaturvedi.

OnMonday,as Maharaj's pyre
was lit, his students recited
tatkaar (footwork) bols.

2 Indians killed

said the group launched an at-
tack "deep in the UAE". He did
not provide further details, say-

New Delhi

ing a statement would be re-
leased soon.

Yemen's Houthi group has
taken responsibility for several
attacks on Saudi Arabian oil fa-
cilities in the past. The UAE is
part of the Saudi-led coalition in
Yemen fighting Houthi rebels.

While the identity of the two
Indians is yet to be established,
the Indian Embassy in the UAE
confirmed the deaths.

"UAE authorities have in-
formed that the explosion at
Mussafah, near ADNOC's storage
tanks, has led to 3 casualties,
whichincludes 2 Indian nation-
als. The Mission
@IndembAbuDhabi is in close
touch with concerned UAE au-
thorities for further details," the
Indian Embassy in the UAE
tweeted.

ADNOC is the Abu Dhabi
National Oil Company.

Another minor fire broke out
in the new construction area of
the Abu Dhabi International
Airport, according to the state-
run Emirates News Agency.

According to a Reuters re-
port, the Abu Dhabi police said
inastatement that “initial inves-
tigations found parts of a small
plane that could possibly be a
drone at both sites that could
have caused the explosion and
the fire".

Indians are the largest ethnic
group in the UAE, with an expa-
triate community of around 3.5
million. Indians account for
nearly 30 per cent of the coun-
try’s population, and approxi-
mately 15 per cent of the dias-
pora is in the Emirate of Abu
Dhabi, according to the Indian
Embassy in UAE.

WITHINPUTS FROM

AGENCIES
PM Modi

months. Indiais promoting Ease
of Doing Business, minimising
government intervention. India
has made it the most competi-
tive in the world by simplifying,
reducing its corporate tax rates.
Inthelast year alone, we have re-
duced more than 25,000 com-
pliances. The spirit of entrepre-
neurship, which has the capacity
to adopt new technology in

Indians, can give new energy to
each of our global partners.
That's why this is the best time
toinvestin India.”

At the same time, the Prime
Minister stressed that collective
and synchronised action is
needed to deal with issues such
as climate change, inflation and
supply chain disruption. He un-
derlined the need for concerted
action against cryptocurrency
and adiscussion on the ability of
multilateral agencies to tackle
emerging challenges.

“The challenges we have
been facing are also increasing.
To counter these, there isaneed
for collective and synchronised
action by every country, every
global agency. These supply
chain disruptions, inflation and
climate change are examples of
these. Another example is cryp-
tocurrency. The kind of technol-
ogy thatis associated withit, the
decisions taken by a single coun-
try will be insufficient to deal
with its challenges. We have to
have a similar mindset,” he said.

In this context, Modi called
for a discussion on the role of
multilateral agencies in tackling
such emerging issues.

“But looking at the global
scenario today, the question is
whether multilateral organisa-
tions are ready to deal with the
new world order and new chal-
lenges, is that potential left?
When these institutions were
formed, the situation was differ-
ent. Today, the circumstances
are different. Therefore, it is the
responsibility of every demo-
cratic country to emphasise re-
forms in these institutions so
that they can be enabled to meet
the challenges of the present
and future,” he said.

Referring to India, the Prime
Minister said policy-making is
focussed on needs for the next
25 years for a “clean and green”
as well as "sustainable and reli-
able" growth.

Speaking at length on Covid
and India's role in tackling the
pandemic, he said the country is
“coping with another wave of
corona with caution and vigi-
lance”.

“At the same time, India is
also moving ahead in the eco-
nomic field with many promis-
ing results. India is also excited
to be marking 75 years of its in-
dependence and Indiais also full
of confidence to give 160 crore
corona vaccine doses in just one
year,” he said.

“A strong democracy like
India has given the whole world
a beautiful gift, a bouquet of
hope. In this bouquet, we
Indians have an unwavering
trust in democracy; in this bou-
quet, the technology that will
empower the 21st century is
there; in this bouquet, there is
the temperament of us Indians,
the talent of us Indians. The
multi-lingual, multi-cultural en-
vironment in which we Indians
live is a great power not only of
India but of the whole world.
This strength teaches not only to
think for oneself in times of cri-
sis, but also to work in the inter-
est of humanity,” Modi said.

“In this time of corona, we
have seen how India, following
the vision of 'One Earth, One
Health', is saving crores of lives
by giving necessary medicines,
vaccines to many countries.
Today, India is the world's third
largest pharma producer, phar-
macy to the world. Today, India
is one of those countries in the
world where health profession-
als, where doctors are winning
the trust of everyone with their
sensitivity and expertise,” he
said.

Last year, too, while address-
ing the Davos Dialogue via video
conferencing in January, Modi
had spoken at length about the
pandemic, saying that India was
successful in tackling the pan-
demic and saved millions of lives
despite dire predictions. Two
months later, the country faced
a devastating second wave.
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CAN RUN 120 KM ON SINGLE CHARGE

Delhi gets first electric bus,
CM says 300 more by April

CM Arvind Kejriwal and Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot flag off the bus at Indraprastha bus depot.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

CHIEF MINISTER Arvind Kejriwal
Monday flagged off the first elec-
tric Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC)bus, and said that another
300 are expected to ply on the
roads by April.

“This is the first electric bus
in Delhi to become operational.
It is important in many ways. It
is the beginning of a new era in
the transport sector in Delhi with
the first electric bus hitting the
road today. The bus takes 1-1.5
hours to charge fully, as per fast
charging. In one complete
charge, it can travel up to 120 km
minimum. All depots are being
equipped with charging facili-
ties,” the CM said.

The bus, number E-44, was
operational between IP Depot
and Pragati Maidan on Monday,
and the service will be available
from 5.30 am to 8.20 pm every
day. It will be a circular route
from DTC's Indraprastha Depot
viaITO, AGCR, Tilak Marg, Mandi
House, Barakhamba Road,
Connaught Place, Janpath, Rajesh
Pilot Marg, Prithvi Raj Road,
Aurobindo Marg, AIIMS, Ring
Road, South Extension, Ashram,
Bhogal, Jangpura, India Gate,
High Court, Pragati Maidan, and
will end at IP Depot.

“I believe electric buses will
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charge: 1720 km minimum

ROUTE: Circular route ! CHARGING POINTS:
starting from and . Currently atIP Depot, to be
terminating atIPDepotvia | made available on other
ITO, Mandi House, . depots eventually
Connaught Place, . FACILITIES: Kneeling
AIIMS, South ramps for differently
Extension, Jangpura, i i abled passengers,
India Gate, High CCTV cameras
Courtetc. : connected toatwo

B Time taken for full ! way Central Command
charging: 1-1.5 hours - and Control Centre (CCC)
B Distance covered in one at Kashmere Gate, 10 panic

. buttons

gradually replace the old buses.
It is a major step towards con-
trolling pollution in the city. It is
noise free and has zero emis-
sions... By April, we expect an-
other 300 buses to reach Delhi.
Our target is torun around 2,000
more electric buses in the com-

ing years,” Kejriwal said.

The Delhi government said
the total fleet of 300 buses will
run from Mundela Kalan (100
buses), Rajghat (50) and Rohini
Sector 37 (150 buses). These
buses have kneeling ramps for
differently abled passengers, and

special pink seats for women.
They are also equipped with
CCTV cameras, connected to a
two-way Central Command and
Control Centre (CCC) at
Kashmere Gate, 10 panic buttons
ineach bus and a hooter, the gov-
ernment said.

Kejriwal also said the electric
bus was the first bus to be in-
ducted in the DTC fleet since
2011: “Another important devel-
opment is that since 2011, not a
single new bus had been in-
ducted in the DTC fleet. There
was some jinx; whenever we
tried, we raninto some problem.
Today, this bus has been added
to the DTC fleet finally.”

He said a ‘havan’ was con-
ducted in the hope that the jinx
would break and more buses
would be added to the DTCfleet.

Transport Minister Kailash
Gahlot and senior officers and
employees of the DTC were also
present on the occasion. Kejriwal
and Gahlot also inspected the fa-
cilities provided for the passen-
gers inside the bus.

Meanwhile, BJP MP Manoj
Tiwari hit out at Kejriwal for in-
ducting just one electric bus in
sevenyearsin DTC's fleet and said
Monday's ceremony was only for
“hogging publicity”. “Had Delhi
procured 11,000 buses — 6,000 e-
buses and 5,000 CNG propelled
buses — citizens of Delhi would
have cleanair tobreathe,” he said.

Pet dog bites 10-year-old
in Noida, owners arrested

Noida: Two men have been ar-
rested by Noida Police after their
pet dog bit a 10-year-old boy on
Monday. Police said the duo,
Ravinder and Saurabh, also al-
legedly assaulted the boy’s fam-
ily when they protested.

Police said the child received
stitches and was sent home. “We
received information that a boy
had been bitten by a dog in
Sadopur village; a video of the
same had gone viral on social me-

dia. A complaint was received
against the dog owner. The ac-
cused allegedly let the dog attack
the minor and assaulted the fam-
ily when they protested. Two per-
sons have been arrested while an-
otheris absconding,” said a police
officer at Badalpur police station.

According to police and lo-
cals, the accused owned a
Rottweiler which they kept
chained within the compound
of their house. ENS
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IMDIAM INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY GUWAHATI
GUWAHATI 781039, ASSAM

Admisgion o Masler of Business Sdminisbration (MBA]
Froqramme f'or demic Year 2022-202

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for
admssion 1o Master of Business Administaation (WMBA)
programmes of the Institube. Online application process
has started, Faor mare details, visit
httpzifwrwwiitg.ac.infacad.

AT WL ACADAdmizgion=AEiE2

National Centre For Cell Science, Pune

NCCS Complex, S. P. Pune University Campus, Ganeshkhind, Pune - 411 007.
Advt. No. NCCS/NCMR/P01/2022

RECRUITMENT FOR PROJECT POSITIONS
NCCS invites online applications from Indian nationals for the following posts on
the Project entitled “Establishment of Centre of Excellence for National Centre for
Microbial Resource (NCMR)” purely on temporary basis till the end of the project
i.e. up to September 30 2022.

Sr.No. Name of the post Number of post
1) Consultant 02
2) Scientist'C' 03
3) Scientist'B' 03
4) Technician'C' (Lab) 03
5) Technician'B'(Lab) 05
6) Technician'B' (Computer) 01

The prescribed application format, detailed specifications, and other terms and
conditions of the positions; please see our Advt.No.NCCS/NCMR/P01/2022
under the Careers tab in project positions on our website (http://www.nccs.res.in).
For any updates, Please check our website. English, Hindi & Marathi version of
this advertisement s available on our website. .

The Director, NCCS, Pune
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WHY NPS?

Employers

4 ]

» Low-Cost Product

- Tax benefits for Individuals, Employees and

« Attractive Market Linked Returns

« Choice of Pension Fund and Investment option

Pension &, dl tension olal
Follow us on ﬂg@

NPS GIVES YOU AN
ADDITIONAL TAX BENEFIT ON

INVESTMENT UP TO? 50,000/ =

National Pension System (NPS) is a unique long-term
investment plan. It transforms your regular savings into wealth
for old age. It also gives you extra tax benefits.

INCOME TAX BENEFITS

- NPS allows you an additional tax benefit on
investment up to ¥ 50,000/~ under section
80CCD (1B). This is over and above the limit of
%1.50lakh available under section 80CCE.

=] For more information, please visit https://npstrust.org.in

Scan this QR Code

to know more

*Investments under NPS are subject to market risk and are prone to fluctuation
depending on the state of the financial market.
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Office of the Chairman, NEET UG Medical &
Dental Admission / Counseling Board-2021
Government Dental College (RUHS College of Dental Sciences),
Subhash Nagar, Behind T.B. Hospital, Jaipur, Rajasthan Phone: 0141-2280090|
Websites: www.education.rajasthan.gov.in/medicaleducation,
www.rajneetug2021.com
No. State UG Counseling Board/2021/508
NOTIFICATION
NEET UG (MEDICAL / DENTAL) COUNSELLING 2021
(MBBS, BDS)
(STATE OF RAJASTHAN)
In continuation to the notification dated 18.12.2021, the schedule for
registration and counseling process for first round shall be as below:

SCHEDULE FOR FIRST ROUND OF COUNSELING PROCESS

Dated: 17.01.2022

Application form for candidates who have not
registered earlier during 20.12.2021 to 27.12.2021
Start date for filling of on-line application form and
deposition of required application fee

It is a mandatory step for subsequent process of
allotments.

Both the parts (Part 1 and Part 2) of the
application form must be filled and completed.
Candidates who could not complete both the
parts (Part 1 and Part 2) of the application form
earlier, may also complete the same.

18.01.2022

Last date for depositing the application fee at

the website

Last date for submitting the on-line application form
at the website

21.01.2022 (4.00 pm)

21.01.2022 (11.45 pm)

Publishing of provisional list for verification

(PwD, Defence/PM, NRI 22.01.2022
Document verification before the Board -

Government Dental College (RUHS College of

Dental Sciences), Subhash Nagar, Behind T.B. 24.01.2022
Hospital, Jaipur, for PwD, Defence/PM and NRI (10.00 am)
candidates as per the notification to be made

available at the website

Publishing of provisional merit list (State, PwD, 26.01.2022

Defence/PM, OBC-NCL, MBC-NCL, EWS, SC, ST,
STA, NRI) and seat matrix

Registration fee

Deposition of registration fee amount as per forfeiture
clause (applicable during choice filling for MBBS
seats only, not applicable for BDS seats)

For Govt., Govt. Society colleges, RUHS CMS -

INR 10000 (5000 for SC/ST/OBC/MBC candidates)
For private medical colleges — INR 1.0 lakh

26.01.2022 to
28.01.2022 by 4.00 pm

Choice filling

On-line Choice filling (including filling up and saving
of the choices / changing the filled choices multiple
times)

26.01.2022 to
28.01.2022 by 11.55 pm
(auto-locking of
choices at 11.55 pm
on 29.01.2022)

Printing of the on-line application form after auto-

locking of the choices filled and saved by the 29.01.2022
candidates

Processing of seat allotment (on-line) by Admission 31.01.2022
Board-2021 and 01.02.2022

Publishing of First round allotment information on

website (on-line) 01.02.2022

03.02.2022 to
07.02.2022 by 5:00 pm

Printing of allotment letter, on-line, through website,
by the candidates

Reporting cum joining by candidates for
Govt. / Govt. Society — Rajmes, Jhalawar /
RUHS Medical colleges — at Academic Block,
SMS Medical College, Jaipur

All private medical colleges and all Dental
colleges - at Govt. Dental College, Jaipur
against first round counseling for

deposition of original documents, prescribed fee
through Demand draft / electronic mode and 2
copies of application form along with all relevant
documents (self attested)

03.02.2022
to 07.02.2022
(9.00 am to 4.00 pm)

Further Processes To be published later

1. Refer information booklet, college information sheet and college fee structure
etc. and other information at the website.

2. Detailed programme for further rounds will be announced later on website.

3. All PwD, Defence/PM and NRI candidates must present themselves
physically for document verification before the admission board on
24.01.2022 as per the notification to be made available at the website.

4. All candidates are required to deposit non-refundable application fee of Rs.
2000/- (Rs. 1200/- for SC, ST, ST-STA category candidate of Rajasthan state
domicile as well as candidate of Rajasthan state domicile whose family annual
income is less than INR 2.5 lacs) + applicable transaction charges.

5. The candidates are advised to visit these websites regularly for registration
and other relevantinformation.
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‘CAN’T RISK OTHER PATIENTS, HEALTHCARE WORKERS’

Despite ICMR guidelines, hospitals liberal with testing

Daily tests lowest
since Nov-end, city
sees 12k new cases

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

SEVERALHOSPITALS in Delhi are
still testing patients for Covid-19
at the time of admission and be-
fore procedures to prevent in-
hospital transmission, despite
the new testing guidelines is-
sued by the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) stating
that asymptomatic patients
should not be tested. Doctors
also fear that the surgical out-
comes could be worse in pa-
tients with an active infection.

“Asymptomatic patients un-
dergoing surgical/non-surgical
invasive procedures including
pregnant women in/near labour
who are hospitalised for delivery
should not be tested unless war-
ranted or symptoms develop,”
the new guidelines read.

The number of Covid-19 tests
in the capital has dipped sharply
since the new guidelines did

away with testing on demand for
asymptomatic patients, low-risk
contacts of a positive patient,
and asymptomatic persons in
hospital for other procedures.

A senior official from the
Delhi government told The
Indian Express that sample col-
lection by the government had
dropped by two-thirds after the
guidelines came into force.

At the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), a sen-
ior administrator said, “The
guidelines have been issued by
the ministry and we have to im-
plement it.”

Doctors from the hospital,
however, said that tests were be-
ing conducted routinely before
admitting patients, shifting pa-
tients to other wards, as well as
before procedures.

“Unless it is an emergency
life-threatening condition, we do
test the patients before any pro-
cedures. The patients are also
tested before they are moved

Doctors fear that the surgical outcomes could be worse in
patients with an active infection. Archive

from one ward to the other. There
is no work-around. Even an
asymptomatic person can give
the infection to the other sick pa-
tients in a ward and then we do
not know who will get a severe
disease. Not to mention health-
care workers getting exposed,”

said a doctor from the hospital,
on condition of anonymity.

At Safdarjung Hospital, pa-
tients are tested using a rapid
antigen kit during admission.
They are moved to the isolation
ward in the Super Speciality
Block if they test positive; if they

are symptomatic but test nega-
tive they are sent to the suspect
block in the same building; if
they are asymptomatic and test
negative they are admitted to
other wards.

“Patients undergo so many
tests when they have to get a
procedure at the hospital.
Adding a Covid-19 test doesn’t
increase the time and effort too
much. Not doing it would mean
exposing countless others to the
infection. We do ask for the test
when patients have to undergo
any surgery or tests such as CT
scan or MRI,” a doctor from the
hospital said.

Given how transmissible the
new variant is, scores of health-
care workers have tested posi-
tive over the past few weeks, re-
sulting in a shortage of
manpower.

“Seventy one of our 380
nurses tested positive within
three days of cases starting toin-
crease. It was becoming very dif-

Odd-even rule, weekend curfew Wlll klll business:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

SPORTING BLACK bands on
their arms, traders in Sadar
Bazar Monday protested the im-
position of the odd-even rule
and weekend curfew in the cap-
ital and said it will “kill busi-
nesses”. The traders said only
one form of the restriction
should be imposed.

Following a spike in Covid
cases, the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority had
firstimposed odd-even restric-
tions, followed by a weekend

— BRIEFLY —

Delhinurses
body demands
relief forkin of
those whodied
on Covid duty

New Delhi: The Delhi
Nurses Federation (DNF)
has said it would go on
strike over non-release of
compensation to families
of nurses who died while
on Covid duty. According
to DNF secretary general
Liladhar Ramchandani,
eight nurses working in
Delhi government hospi-
tals died during the sec-
ond wave and their fami-
lies have not yet received
the Rs 1 crore ex-gratia
compensation that was
promised by the govern-
ment in May last year.
“Our demand is that it
should be paid within 7
days or it will force us to
€0 on an agitation/ non-
cooperation movement,”
read aletter by the nurses’
body to the L-G's office.

Man collapses
while being

takentocourt

Gurgaon: A 41-year-old
proclaimed offender, who
was taken into police cus-
tody to be produced in a
district court, allegedly fell
unconscious and had tobe
hospitalised. While his
family alleged his condi-
tion deteriorated due to
harassmentby police, offi-
cers denied this and said
the man had a history of a
heart ailment. ENS

LodhiGarden
among four
parks set to
getupgrade

New Delhi: The New Delhi
Municipal Council will
develop four of its major
gardens — Nehru Park,
Lodhi Garden, Talkatora
Garden and Sanjay Jheel
-— into world-class facil-
ities with smart lighting,
upgraded nursery and
walking tracks, among
other things, officials said
on Monday. PTI

curfew. This, traders said, only
lets shops function for 10-12
business days a month.
Paramjeet Singh Pamma,
vice-chairman of the Federation
of Sadar Bazar Traders’
Association, said: “Traders have
been put on a ventilator. Due to
night curfew, shops can’t func-
tion after 10 pmand loading and
unloading of goods is affected.
With weekend curfew also in
place, we are left with two to
three daysinaweek to operate.”
“What is the point of vacci-
nation when the restrictions are
even heavier? Pictures of the
rush at markets shown in news-

Traders at Sadar Bazar held a protest against the restrictions

on Monday. Express

PWD kicks off project
to overhaul capital’s
drainage system

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

THE PUBLIC Works Department
(PWD) has started preliminary
work on redeveloping the
drainage systeminabid toresolve
waterlogging woes that plague
the capital every monsoon — be-
ginning with the Najafgarh basin,
which covers 123 drains.

It has also floated tenders for
engaging a consultant to conduct
a survey and come up with a
Detailed Project Report (DPR) for
redeveloping and re-construct-
ing the drainage system. After
finding the ‘Drainage Master Plan’
prepared by IIT-Delhi generic in
nature, the Delhi government had
last year appointed PWD as the
nodal agency for the project.

A senior PWD official said:
“Waterlogging and urban flood-
ingareaperennial problemin the
capital. The mainreasons behind
this are the city’s topography,
which restricts the gravity flow of
stormwater; mixed flow in
stormwater drains; intense rain-
fall much higher than designed
capacity of stormwater drains;
disposal of silt and construction
waste; and ineffective desilting.”

To address these problems,
the government has decided to
find drainage solutions for each
of the three basins in Delhi at
Najafgarh, covering an area of
approximately 980 sq km,
Barapullah, and Trans-Yamuna.

“We are kicking off work from
the Najafgarh drain basin. The ten-
der process to appoint a consult-
ant has begun; they will study the
entire basin area and the drains
covered under it. The objective of
the consultancy service is to pro-
vide solutions as per the frame-
work of the drainage master plan
and a system where no waterlog-
ging occurs in the NCT of Delhi-
Najafgarh Basin,” said the official.

Tenders for appointing con-
sultants for the two other basins
will also be floated.

The official added: “The con-
sultant will further provide solu-
tions forindividual drainage at the
macro level and specificlocations.
Reasons for waterlogging, delayin
drain of surface runoff, constraints
and solutions, rainfall distribution,
reuse of stormwater etc., will be
covered in the feasibility report.”

Besides, a hydraulic study to
test soil and water, and a topo-
graphical survey of existing
pipelines, drains, and other pos-
sible stormwater disposal sys-
tems at all probable waterlog-
ging locations will be conducted.

Once the consultants are en-
gaged, the DPR will be ready in 9
months and solutions will beim-
plemented by the respective road,
drain-owning agencies — PWD,
MCD, DSIIDC, DDA, DJB and other
departments concerned.

The city’s entire drainage
system will be redeveloped by
2025 under the master plan,
said the official.

papers are due to illegal hawk-
ersand vendors. Itis the govern-
ment’s duty to ensure that
hawkers do not set up illegal
shops,” he said.

Ashok Randhawa, president
of the Sarojini Nagar Mini
Market Association, said, “We
are already facing losses — our
winter stock is usually sold out
during this time, but is now
piled up. If we can’t make sales,
our money will be stuck for a
year. While we can open for
fewer days, we still have to pay
staff their entire salary. The
crowd is already thin, so we
hope that one of the restrictions

ficult to run the hospital. But that
is not the only reason we get our
patients tested before a planned
surgery,” said Dr Sumit Ray,
medical superintendent of Holy
Family Hospital.

He said, “There is no evi-
dence so far to suggest that the
surgical outcome will not be
worse in those with an active in-
fection. The outcomes for pa-
tients with Covid-19 were bad
during the two previous waves.
If it is an emergency life-saving
surgery, of course, it needs to
happen and is conducted with-
out the test. But why take a
chance with an elective surgery;
they can just come back in 10
daysorsoand getit.”

Another senior doctor froma
prominent private hospital in
the city said, “We are also an-
swerable to the families. What if
other people in a ward get in-
fected or the outcome of a sur-
gery is not good? We will be
sued. We have to do the test.”

Traders

is withdrawn.”

National Delhi Traders’
Association (NDTA) president
Atul Bhargava, who owns a shop
in Connaught Place, said the
odd-even rule is not a solution:
“The real focus should be on
crowd management. This s cre-
ating confusion and chaos for
customers and sales have
dropped drastically.”

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal had earlier said there
will be no lockdown in the city
and all Covid restrictions will
be lifted gradually as cases
decrease and the death rate
comes down.

TAKING COVER

On Monday, Delhi’s max temp settled at 16.1 degrees Celsius; minimum was 8.7. Gajendra Yadav

Told officials to try wheelchairs to
assess ground reality: HC to SDMC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

STATING THAT engineers of the
South MCD were required to
travel in wheelchairs on Vasant
Vihar’s footpaths without any
assistance to check their viabil-
ity, the Delhi High Court Monday
said the exercise was not ordered
for submission of photographs
to the court but to make the offi-
cers feel the situation on ground.

It also pulled up the authori-
ties, including police, for not re-
moving vehicles parked on foot-
paths outside houses in the area.

The court, which had in
November directed SDMC engi-

WIiLL BENEFIT 3-4 LAKH COMMUTERS

Ashram underpass to be ready by March flyover will take a little longer

INFRA
WATCH

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

AFTER MISSING several dead-
lines and facing delays due to the
lockdown, construction work on
the extension of Ashram flyover
to Delhi-Noida-Delhi (DND) ex-
pressway has picked up pace. The
1.2-km, six-lane flyover, which
was supposed to be completed
by March this year, is now ex-
pected to be finished by August.

The project was approved in
the cabinet along with the pro-
posal to construct the Ashramun-
derpassin2019,and afoundation
stone was laid in December the
same year. But work was delayed
due to Covid outbreak and be-
cause the traffic police did not give
ano-objection certificate (NOC).

“Preliminary work started
last February but was delayed
again due to the second wave
and lockdown. Now, work on the
central portion has just begun af-
ter we received the NOC for
phase 2, which was issued by the
traffic police in September 2021,”
said a senior PWD official.

neers to travel on footpaths on a
wheelchairwithoutany aid or as-
sistance, after seeing photographs
of the exercise, observed, “Pushing
him onthe wheelchair...isita part
of the duty of the gentleman who
is pushing him? The court’s order
was notto be assisted by anybody.
Letthe MCD thendepute one per-
son everywhere wherever there
are wheelchair-bound. Every
house will have one-two people
standing there.”

Justice Najmi Waziri said
there should be no necessity of
pushing wheelchairs on the
footpaths and asked authorities
to take corrective measures for
removal of obstructions. “I don’t
know what s the approach. How

The underpass is 750 metres long. Express

“Widening of the road has al-
most been completed. Traffic po-
lice had initially denied the NOC

after ongoing construction work
on the Ashram underpass caused
heavy traffic snarls at Ashram

do you empower a citizen or is
this wheelchair-bound citizen a
lesser citizen? They have equal
rights,” said the court.

The courtalso said advertise-
ment boards on the footpaths
need to be shifted. “What is im-
portant? Movement of people
or advertisement board,” asked
the court.

The court has passed the or-
der on a contempt petition
which alleged that the area
around hundreds of trees in
Vasant Vihar has been concre-
tised, and sought their preserva-
tion. The authorities, including
SDMC and PWD, Monday told
the court that corrective stepsin
this regard are being taken.

Chowk, Ring Road to Mathura
Road, Sarai Kale Khan, and
Maharani Bagh. They wanted the
underpass to be finished first. The
NOCwas givenin September and
the flyover was scheduled to be
ready by March 2022, but it was
delayed again due to a construc-
tion ban. Work is in full swing
now and will be completed by
August 2022,” said the official.
The flyover will provide
smooth and signal-free commut-
ing from the DND expressway till
Lajpat Nagar as well as from
Lajpat Nagar to Sarai Kale Khan.
It will also have ramps for traffic
coming from Sarai Kale Khan.

New Delhi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

CONTINUING Adownward trend,
Delhi Monday reported 12,527
fresh Covid cases, over 6,000
fewer than seen the day before,
as per the daily health bulletin.
The positivity rate increased
slightly to 27.99%. The city also
saw 24 deaths on Monday, tak-
ing January’s total toll to 280.

The decline in absolute num-
ber of cases, however, has been
because of fewer tests conducted
onSunday as reported in the next
day’s bulletin. The number of
tests conducted has been reduc-
ing in Delhi since the new ICMR
testing guidelines were intro-
duced, which do away with test-
ing of asymptomatic persons on
demand, low-risk contacts, and
asymptomatic persons undergo-
ing other procedures at hospitals.

Just 44,762 tests were con-
ducted on Monday, the lowest
since November 29 which saw
43,4909 tests. There were 52,721
tests conducted on average every
dayin the last week of November,
which went up to 62,276 in
December last week when cases
started increasing after remain-
ing low for over six months.

In the week before the new
guidelines kicked inonJanuary 10,
87,792 tests were conducted on
average eachday. In fact, the high-
est number of RT-PCR tests ever

REDUCTION INTESTS
BID TO SUPPRESS
NUMBERS: DPCC CHIEF

New Delhi: Delhi Congress
chief Anil Kumar Monday
criticised the drop in daily
Covid tests, calling it an ef-
fort to suppress the number
of cases. “The Delhi govern-
ment has reduced the num-
ber of Covid tests it is doing...
First of all, where will those
people who need Covid re-
ports go? Secondly, testing
isreduced toreduce the fear
of the wave,” he said. ENS

conductedinthe ity (85,394)was
onJanuary 12 —ittookafew days
for the new guidelines to start re-
flecting in the number of tests.

“Yesterday was Sunday so
that could also be a factor, but
cases are going to be fewer today
following the declining trend.
There will be 4,000-5,000 cases
fewer than yesterday,” said
Health Minister Satyendar Jain
in an online briefing before the
bulletin was out. “Cases are def-
initely reducing for four days
now and the advance indicator
for the peak was that the hospi-
talisations were not going up.”

He said if the trend continues,
OPD services will be restarted in
two of its biggest hospitals.

Travel agents
among 3 held for
visa, passport fraud

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

THE DELHI Police have arrested a
passenger and two travel agents
from Delhi’s IGI Airport for al-
leged visa and passport fraud.

According to officials,
the travel agents, Joginder Singh
and Surjeet Singh, operated
in Haryana’s Kaithal and
Kurukshetra districts where they
allegedly helped farmers travel
abroad on fake documents and
induced them to pay a hefty
amount. Police said the arrested
passenger has beenidentified as
Kuldeep Singh.

The matter came to light on
January 9 whenimmigration of-
ficials caught Kuldeep at the air-
port. He was going to board a
flight to Dubai. “Officers were
checking his travel documents
when they found a fake
Canadian visa affixed on the
passport. The visa looked gen-
uine but didn’t have the same se-
curity signatures. They stopped
Kuldeep and started interrogat-
ing him,” said police.

Kuldeep revealed that he
wanted to go to Dubai and
Canada and paid Rs 16 lakh to
Joginder for a visa. He also told
police thatJoginder was waiting
outside the airport to help him.

DCP(IGI Airport) Sanjay Tyagi
said they sent teams to look for
Joginder. “We took his phone

The PWD official added, “We are
executing the work carefully
keeping in mind the convenience
of commuters who are facing
problems on this stretch.”
Officials added that 3-4 lakh
commuters will benefit when
work on the 750-m-long under-
pass is completed by February
and it will be opened in March, if
Covid cases are under control.
“Work on the underpassis go-
ing as per schedule and will not
bedelayed. The DTLcable line has
alsobeenremoved and slabs and
structures have been constructed.
The wall and covering of the re-
maining portion of the underpass

Police said the agents
operated in Kaithal and
Kurukshetra and
allegedly helped
farmers travel abroad
on fake documents

number from Kuldeep and put it
on surveillance. Our team found
that Joginder was communicat-
ing with Kuldeep’s family
through WhatsApp calls,and we
started tracking him. Within four
hours, we found him and arrested
him near the airport,” he said.

During questioning, he con-
fessed to his crime. He said he
and Surjeet allegedly helped
dozens of farmers in Haryana get
fake travel documents.

Joginder was produced be-
fore a court on January 10 and
sent to seven-day police custody.
During this time, several raids
were conducted in Kaithal and
Kurukshetra to trace Surjeet. Last
Tuesday, Surjeet was appre-
hended from Kaithal and later
arrested in Delhi.

“We found their records. They
cheated airport officials multiple
times and have been making fake
copies of passports and visas for
a long time. There are other
agents in their gang who are on
the run. Our teamis investigating
the matter...,” said an officer.

will be completed in the next five
days. After this, only flooring and
some final touches are left. So,
99% work is done and will be
completed by February-end. The
government has to then give its
approval and it will be inaugu-
rated in the first week of March,”
said the official.

As of now, traffic to and from
Sarai Kale Khan, DND, Bhogal,
Badarpur, Mathura Road and
Outer Ring Road is hit on the
stretch. Due to diversions, com-
muters take inner roads of resi-
dential areas such as Kalindi
Colony, Amar Colony, Lajpat
Nagar, inconveniencing residents.
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Children in the 15-18 age group
must get the Covid-19 vaccine

(All those born before 31st December, 2007 are eligible)

Health care workers and front line
workers must get the Precaution
Dose of Covid-19 vaccine

(On completion of 9 months/39 weeks from the date of 2nd dose)

60 years + with co-morbidities
must take the Precaution Dose
of Covid-19 vaccine

(On completion of 9 months/39 weeks from the date of 2nd dose)

"According to experts, Omicron spreads very rapidly, but there is ho need
to panic. Continue to wear your mask, follow all covid horms and when it’s

time, remember to get your Precaution Dose of the Covid=19 vaccine”

- Arvind Kejriwal

@ www.delhifightscorona.in

Directorate of Health & Family Welfare, Government of NCT of Delhi 1
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burst,” said Channi.

livery,” Kejriwal tweeted.

BALLOTIN
Jolt to AAP as Ferozepur Rural
candidate jumps ship to Cong

Chandigarh: The AAP’s Ferozepur Rural candidate Amandeep
Ashu Banger Monday resigned from the party and joined the
ruling Congress in Punjab, alleging Arvind Kejriwal’s outfit
runs like a “multinational company” with only Delhi leaders
calling the shots. After joining the Congress, Banger said: “I
was feeling stressed in this environment, which was also hin-
dering the so-called development agenda and welfare of
Punjab by the party.” Welcoming Banger into the Congress,
Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi told reporters that the
leader will contest the February 20 Assembly elections from
the seat on the ruling party’s ticket. He claimed that people
arerejecting the Arvind Kejriwal-led outfit. “Their bubble has

Kejriwal slams Chidambaram

New Delhi: Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and senior
Congress leader and former Union minister P Chidambaram
on Monday engaged in a war of words over the upcoming
Assembly polls in Goa. Kejriwal hitting back at Chidambaram
for his assessment that the contest in Goa is between the
Congress and the BJP, and that the AAP will split non-BJP votes.
“Sir, stop crying. Goans will vote where they see hope. Cong is
(the) hope for BJP, not Goans.15 of your 17 MLAs switched to
BJP. Congress guarantee - every vote to Congress will be safely
delivered to BJP. To vote BJP, route through Congress for safe de-

ENS

ENS

Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav (left), with fistfuls of
rice and wheat, takes a pledge to stand by farmers, in
Lucknow on Monday. Vishal Srivastav

BKU chief goes back
on support to SP-RLD

AMIT SHARMA &
MAULSHREE SETH
MEERUT, LUCKNOW, JAN17

BHARTIYA KISAN Union (BKU)
chief Naresh Tikait took back his
earlier call to support the SP-RLD
alliance in the elections. “Hum
thoda sa faltu bol gaye. Hume
aisa nahi kehna chayiye tha (I
talked abitssilly.I should not have
said so). We cannot go against
the SKM decision or else they
will expel us too,” Naresh said.

The SKM had on Sunday
snapped ties with constituents
who had entered the election
fray in Punjab.

Sources said Naresh made
the U-turn on Monday because
his younger brother and BKU
spokesperson, Rakesh Tikait, had
objected to extending support to
any political party or alliance.

Naresh’s comments followed
a Monday morning visit by
Union Minister and BJP MP
Sanjeev Balyan to the Tikaits' an-
cestral home in Sisauli.

Tikait's comments also came
onaday when SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav took an “anna sankalpa”,

apledge to stand by farmers and
defeat the BJP in the upcoming
elections in Uttar Pradesh.

With Tejender Virk, an SKM
leader who was injured in the
Lakhimpur Kheri incident on
October 3,and other Lakhimpur
Kheri farmers by his side, Yadav,
who took fistfuls of rice and
wheat in each of his hands, said,
“The Samajwadi Party has de-
cided we will take this anna
sankalp to remove and defeat
the BJP that is guilty of carrying
out atrocities against farmers.”

The SP chief also announced
minimum support price for all
crops, a fund to pay farmers' ar-
rears and dues to sugarcane farm-
ers, interest-free loans and Rs 25
lakh to each of the families of the
farmers who died in Lakhimpur
Kheri incident, among other
farmer-centric promises will be
part of the SP manifesto.

On Bhim Army chief
Chandrasekhar, who accused
him of "insulting" the Scheduled
Castes after their alliance talks
failed, Yadav said, “To defeat BJP,
whatever sacrifice is required
should be done. If he wants to
help me as a brother, he can.”

GAP OF 5,000 VOTES ORLESS

Narrow marginsin 47 seats
inUPin 2017, BJP won most

Every fifth seat in Punjab saw low gap, the Congress won 11 of 26 seats

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

A SWING of 5,000 votes can
change the outcome of every
fifth Assembly seat in Punjab
and every 10th seat in Uttar
Pradesh, shows an analysis of the
2017 results in both states.

As many as 26 of 117 seats in
Punjab and 47 of 403 constituen-
cies in Uttar Pradesh were de-
cided by a victory margin of be-
low 5,000 votes in the last polls.

The 5,000-vote margin is not
big in view of the average size of
an Assembly constituency in the
two states — around 3.74 lakh
voters in UP and about 1.83 lakh
in Punjab.

InUP, of the 47 seats decided
by awinning margin of less than
5,000 votes, the BJP won the
most, 23, and came second on
15. The SP won 13 of the seats
and was runner-up in 17. The BSP
won 8 of the seats, while the
Congress, Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) and Apna Dal (Soneylal)
got 1 seat each.

In 8 of the 47 seats, the win-
ning margin was less than 1,000
votes. Of these, the BJP won 5
(Doomariyaganj, Meerapur,
Shrawasti, Muhammadabad-
Gohna (SC) and Rampur

Maniharan); the BSP won 2
(Mant and and Mubarakpur);
and the SP 1 (Mohanlalganj). In
fact, Doomariyaganj saw the

BELOW 5,000 VOTES

NUMBER OF SEATS WON BY AMARGIN OF

PUNJAB

Party Seats won
AAP I 6
BJP 2
INC — 1
SAD . 7
Grand Total 26
UTTAR PRADESH

Party Seats won
ADALM 1

BJP — 23

BSP s 8
INC & 1
RLD W 1
SP I 13
Grand Total 47
lowest margin across the state, Tanda, Mahmoodabad,

with the BJP’s Raghvendra Pratap
Singh defeating the BSP's Saiyada
Khatoon by just 171 votes.

The second lowest margin
was recorded in Meerapur,
where Avatar Singh Bhadana,
who contested on a BJP ticket,
defeated SP candidate Liyakat Ali
by 193 votes. Bhadana left the
BJP and joined the RLD earlier
this month.

In nine seats — Duddhi,
Bhadohi, Patti, Matera, Bansdih,

Unchahar and Bharthana - the
winner was decided by 1,000-
2,000 votes. The winning mar-
gin was between 2,000 and
3,000 in 10 seats — Najibabad,
Lalganj, Gainsari, Kanth,
Pharenda, Badlapur, Kannauj,
Atrauliya, Sidhauli and
Pratappur. And between 3,000
and 4,000 votes in 12 —
Moradabad Nagar, Jangipur,
Dhaurahra, Chillupar, Aonla,
Dholana, Didarganj,

PorLL HUDDLE

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath arrives for the BJP’s core committee meeting on Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections at the party headquarters in New Delhi on Monday. Prem Nath Pandey

TRACKING COVIDIN
ELECTION-BOUND
STATES

UTTAR PRADESH PUNJAB UTTARAKHAND GOA MANIPUR
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Deaths Today 9 | DeathsToday 21 | DeathsToday 4 | DeathsToday 6 | DeathsToday 0
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Harchandpur, Maholi, Patiyali,
Chhaprauli and Bidhuna. In eight
seats — Nakur, Manjhanpur,
Machhlishahr, Isauli, Shahabad,
Sahaswan, Gorakhpur Rural and
Saharanpur Nagar — the margin
was 4,000-5,000.

In Punjab, 26 seats were de-
cided by a margin below 5,000
votes. Of these, a maximum, 11,
were won by the Congress, while
the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
bagged 7, Aam Aadmi Party got
6, and the BJP won 2.

Three seats — Fazilka and
Bhucho Mandi (won by the
Congress)and Batala (SAD) —saw
a winning margin of less than
1,000 votes. Nine seats — Dera
Baba Nanak, Budhlada, Ludhiana
East, Dirba, Garhshankar, Moga,
Banga (SC), Dera Bassi and
Fatehgarh Churian — were de-
cided by a margin between 1,000
and 2,000 votes. The winning
margin was between 2,000 and
3,000votesin4 seats — Phagwara,
Kharar, Barnala and Dhuri. In 5
seats — Abohar, Nawanshahr,
Phillaur, Sham Chaurasi and
Amloh - the margin was 3,000-
4,000votes.Only 5 seats —Dakha.
Sahnewal, Sanour, Shahkot and
Malout — recorded a winning
margin of 4,000 to 5,000 votes.

According to the Election
Commission of India, the total
number of eligible voters in the
UP Assembly elections is 15.06
crore, while the figure stands at
2.13 crore for Punjab.

Farmer groups
seal alliance,
Chaduni group
on 10 seats

SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 17

THE SANYUKT Samaj Morcha
(SSM) and the Samyukt
Sangharsh Party (SSP) on
Monday finally agreed to forman
alliance in Punjab, days after dif-
ferences emerged between their
leaders ahead of the Assembly
elections due on February 20.

Leaders of both groups told
The Indian Express that SSM, led by
Balbir Singh Rajewal, has agreed
to offer 10 seats to the SSP led by
Gurnam Singh Chaduni in a joint
contest for the elections tothe 117-
member Punjab Assembly. Not
having an alliance, they said,
would have sent a “wrong mes-
sage to our supporters”.

“Both factions have agreed to
contest the upcoming polls
jointly. As per the agreement, the
SSP will contest ten seats while
candidates for remaining seats
will be fielded by the SSM,” said
senior SSM leader and former
professor at Chandigarh’s Panjab
University, Manjeet Singh.

SSP’s  Punjab president
Rashpal Singh Jouramajra said
the party will likely release the
list of its 10 candidates on
Tuesday. “People are happy with
the unity of farmer groups. We
have now planned to issue a
joint poll manifesto for the
Punjab polls,” Jouramajra said,
adding the focus will be the state
agriculture sector.

Akali leader Sukhbir Badal with party leaders hosting a live
interaction on Facebook and YouTube. Express

80-yr-old on FB,
live interaction
on YouTlube,
hashtag hustle

DIVYAGOYAL GOPAL
LUDHIANA, JANUARY 17

“MAIN HUN Facebook chala taan
laina haan, par oh gall nahin
bandi (I can use Facebook now,
butitis not the same thing),” says
Tota Singh, the Akali candidate
from Dharamkot of Moga, and an
80-year-old veteran of five
decades of poll battles who has
been forced this time to go digital.

Apart from smartphones and
Facebook, Tota Singh, a three-
time MLA, now has the hang of
party meetings on Zoom, and
bulk messages on WhatsApp.
His children pitch in (including
Moga Akali Dal candidate
Barjinder Singh Makhan Brar), as
do his grandchildren. His new
team is running as many as 206
booth-level WhatsApp groupsin
his constituency. A new snappy
tag he has acquired on Facebook
is ‘Dharamkot da jathedar (The
leader of Dharamkot)'.

Yet, rues the 80-year-old, the
impersonal so-

cused around party president
and former deputy CM Sukhbir
Singh Badal and ex-minister
Bikram Singh Majithia, on bail in
adrugs case. The party has hired
poll analyst Sunil Kanugolu’s
Mindshare Analytics to manage
the campaign overall, with an in-
charge attached to each candi-
date. The firm designed the ‘Gall
Punjab Di (Let's talk about
Punjab)’ campaign for SAD.

On Monday, Sukhbir Badal
with party’s Kharar candidate
Ranjit Singh Gill held the party’s
first live virtual interaction with
the constituency on Facebook
and YouTube. The party’s IT head
Nashattar Singh says, “We are
using Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube, ShareChat, Snapchat
etc, but mainly it is the 23,000
booth-level WhatsApp groups
which are the backbone of our
digital campaign. We use
‘WhatsApp Dashboard’ to check
if the posts are reaching the tar-
geted voters.”

The Aam Aadmi Party says it

itsdigital cam-

cial media can VOTING ON paign is de-

never substi-
tute the con-

FEBRUARY 20

signed as per
the target age

nect of physical

rallies. Tota Singh is also appre-
hensive that the Election
Commission’s ban on rallies due
torising Covid cases would hit the
Akali Dal the most, with its voter
base comprising farmers, daily
wagers and rural households.

“They still cannot access the
Internet or use social media. Each
rally of the Badals would see
gathering of thousands,” he says.

Son Brar says he has hired a
private agency to manage the so-
cial media campaigns of him and
his father. “Photographers and
videographers accompany us
and they coordinate with ourin-
house team to update each ac-
tivity on Facebook, Instagram
and other platforms.”

The EC ban on rallies till at
least January 22 has forced most
candidates in Punjab to go down
the same route, with families
and professional agencies help-
ing generate content such as
graphics, caricatures, videos,
catchy one-liners etc.

Parties say if the ban is ex-
tended further, they would hold
“virtual rallies” nextand that the
groundwork has started, with
constituency-level social media
volunteers mobilising support-
ers to join platforms such as
Zoom, Facebook Live etc.

The Akali Dal contest is fo-

group, with
the central theme being Arvind
Kejriwal — ‘Ik mauka Kejriwal nu
(One chance to Kejriwal)..

The party's social media head
for Punjab, Akashnoor Singh says,
“After Kejriwal, our focus is on
state president Bhagwant Mann
asheisextremely popularamong
the voters. We are also using fea-
tures such as Reels on FB and
Instagram. Our focus is not on
hashtags but content, to tell vot-
erswhy they should vote for AAP”

About their age-wise strat-
egy, Akashnoor says: “If we have
to reach those aged 35 and
above, then Facebook is key. For
voters aged 18-35, we are push-
ing content on Instagram. In
Punjab, Twitter is not very pop-
ular and it is mostly used by
party volunteers for political
posts and networking.”

The social media war room of
the Congress, headquartered in
Mohali, is headed by party's na-
tional digital coordinator Gaurav
Pandhi. Its campaign s focused on
portraying Charanjit Singh Channi
asthe CM of the common people,
with hashtags such as ‘111
Congress dubara (More of
Channi's 111 days), ‘Lokkanda CM
(People's CM) and ‘Lokkan di
sarkaar (People's government).

FULL STORY ON:
www.indianexpress.com

How and why a space station entered poll horizon in Uttar Pradesh

SHIVNARAYAN
RAJPUROHIT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

FORMALLY joining the
Samajwadi Party after exiting
the Uttar Pradesh government
and the BJP, Swami Prasad
Maurya made a reference that
was unusual even by the stan-
dards of the state that has seen
it all. Accusing Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath of neglecting
backwards and Dalits, Maurya
suggested he had been dropped
into the chair like “Skylab”.

The space station

America’s first space station,
Skylab, was launched by NASA
on May 14, 1973, to monitor me-

teorology, solar activities, mate-
rials processing etc. From its
launch until the return of its third
and final crew on February 8,
1974, the Skylab programme
proved that humans can live and
work in outer space for extended
periods. The first crew spent 28
days in orbit, the second 59 and
the final 84.

The last crew undocked the
station in February 1974 and
pushed it into a higher orbit by
attaching thrusters. The original
plan was for the station to re-
main in space foranother8to 10
years.To NASA's surprise, Skylab
began de-orbiting faster than it
had anticipated. The chief reason
was awarmer atmosphere in the
mid-1970s due to coronal mass
ejections, or “small balls of fire”,

emitted by the Sun. This created
an atmospheric drag on Skylab
and pulled it towards the Earth.

Multiple plans to push Skylab
into a higher orbit came to a
naught, and it became clear the
station would re-enter the Earth
in 1979, four years earlier than
expected. The planned splash-
down in the less populated
southern hemisphere caused a
frenzy across the world, from
Canberra in Australia to
Karimnagar in  Andhra.
Weighing 85 tonnes, Skylab was
the heaviest space object till
then, according to NASA.

As per media reports at the
time, people in the coastal
states of Andhra and Orissa (as
it was called then) migrated to
“safer places”, and some even

The Skylab space station

took to wearing helmets. The is-
sue of “reported panic among
people fearing fall of Skylab
splinters” was evenraised in the
Lok Sabha. The Union govern-
ment was asked if it had taken
appropriate measures to pro-
tect people. As his government
reached the point of collapse,

EXPLAINED

then prime minister Morarji
Desai told newspersons in July
1979: “Even if the Skylab falls
here, I will remain unruffled.”
Eventually, during its “faster-than-
a-bullet” descent, most of Skylab
went up in flames due to atmos-
pheric friction. The rest of its de-
bris fell off south-western Australia
coast. Bemused callers to ABC ra-
dioreported having seen “amete-
oric shower” witha “sonicboom”.

Spacecraft kill rare

“It is almost rare a spacecraft
would hit populated areas be-
cause our deorbiting methods
have improved over the years,”
says Sanat K Biswas, Assistant
Professor and Head of Space
Systems  Laboratory  of
Indraprastha Institute of
Information Technology, Delhi.
Biswas, who is developing an al-
gorithm to predict collisions be-
tween satellites and space junk,
said probability of space debris
hitting a populated area was 1 in

'y

What Maurya said

Atthe event where he joined
the SPalong with other BJP lead-
ers on January 14, Maurya said:
“The BJP formed its state govern-

New Delhi

ment (in 2017) with support of
Keshav Prasad Maurya (now UP
deputy CM), Swami Prasad
Maurya and the backward com-
munity. Discussions were held
that the CM would either be
Keshav Prasad or Swami Prasad
Maurya. But an attempt was first
made to drop a Skylab from
Ghazipur. But that Skylab had a
blast before reaching here.
Another Skylab was picked from
Gorakhpur and placed on CM's
chair to hoodwink backward
classes.”

What he meant
Speaking to The Indian
Express, Maurya said he meant
to convey that Adityanath’s se-
lection was a bolt from the blue.
“The (2017) election was fought

under the leadership of Keshav
Prasad Mauryaji, who was then
the state BJP president. The other
two CM contenders were
Mahesh Sharmaji and Dinesh
Sharmaji (also a Dy CM cur-
rently)... If any of the three had
been chosen, there would have
been no Skylab.”

The BJP had delayed naming
a CM for a week after its stupen-
dous win, with Adityanath
emerging as the surprise choice
after a day-long meeting.

While the Gorakhpur Skylab
reference was clearly to
Adityanath, a four-time MP from
Gorakhpur, Maurya did not
specify what he meant by
Ghazipur.

FULL STORY ON:
www.indianexpress.com
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CRACKING THE WHIP

SUPREME COURT on Monday asked lawyers to “avoid” using
mobile phones for attending hearings through video conferenc-
ing and instead use laptops or desktops. A notice issued by the
court's Registry also advised them to use a stable Internet con-
nection, preferably wired to avoid any disruption in the court

proceedings and inconvenience to the judges. Earlier in the day,
Chief Justice of India N V Ramana, while hearing matters, ex-
pressed annoyance at the lawyers using mobile phones to at-
tend hearings and said the counsel were not visible and that it
was also causing audio issues. “Listen, we cannot hear you and
we cannot hear these cases like this. Why can’t you use laptop
ordesktop,” the CJlasked a counsel. Inanother case, the CJI said,
“Lawyers are appearing from their mobile phones and are not
visible. We may have to ban this mobile business.” He then told
the counsel in the matter, “You are now practising in SCand ap-
pear regularly. Can’t you afford to have a desktop to argue?”

THE SIGNAL

TABLEAUX COUNTER

THE GOVERNMENTS of Kerala, West Bengal and Tamil Nadu
-allruled by Opposition - have said that their tableaux for the
Republic Day parade have been rejected. West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on Sunday wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the issue, saying the state’s tableau paid
homage to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Incidentally, the
CPWD's tableau, which has been selected, also features Bose.
The Centre has countered these charges by stating that an ex-
pert committee selects the tableaux, and of the 56 proposals
this year, only 21 have been selected. It highlighted that each
of these states have had their tableaux participate in previ-
ous Republic Day celebrations under Modi as the PM. Kerala
had its tableaux in 2018 and 2021, Tamil Nadu had one in five
out of six years, except 2018. West Bengal’s tableaux were on
Rajpathin 2016, 2017, 2019 and 2021 Republic Day parades.

AFTER THE BJP announced Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya as candidates
in the first list itself, party circles are abuzz with speculation
over Dinesh Sharma, the other Deputy CM. The names of
Adityanath and Maurya were announced from Gorakhpur and
Sirathu despite the constituencies going to polls in the sixth
and fifth phases, respectively. Party leaders agreed that the
move has elevated Maurya’s position and he is now being seen
as avery significant figure, especially after the exit of another
prominent OBC face, Swami Prasad Maurya. Keshav Prasad
Maurya s also featured prominently in the campaign videos.
But the party cadre, especially from the Brahmin community,
are now keenly waiting to see what the party has in store for
Sharma, who was also an MLC like Adityanath and Maurya.

With 75 aircraft, R-Day flypast
this year to be largest ever

New Delhi: The flypast on the
Republic Day will be the largest
that the country has seen till now,
with 75 aircraft from the three
services participating to mark 75

Commander Indranil Nandi said.
Along with the Air Forcejets, it will
also include aircraft of the Navy
and Army’s aviationwing. ENS

Uttarakhand Cong divided
over return of Harak Singh

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

THE POSSIBILITY of the return of
senior Uttarakhand leader Harak
Singh Rawat, who was expelled
by the BJP Sunday, to the Congress
has divided the party’s state unit.
Congress campaign commit-
tee chiefHarish Rawat is said tobe
opposed to the reinduction of the
former BJP minister into the party,
butasection of Congress’s central
and state leadership is pushing for
it. Sources close to Harish Rawat,
former Uttarakhand CM, said he
has conveyed his view to the cen-
tral leadership but at the same
time he would not push his opin-
ion beyond a point, given that he
has the responsibility to lead the
party to victory in the hill-state.
Constant rumblings, sources
said, could create a perception that
Congressisadivided house. “If the
Central leadership still insists on
inducting him... then let them do
it. He (Harish Rawat) has told
them what he had to,” a source
said. “Harak Rawat’s reinduction
is not in the interest of the party,
but it is also not in the interest of
the party if there are rumblings
every day. It doesn’t look good on

Harak Singh Rawat in New
Delhi on Monday. Anil Sharma

Harish-ji.” But sources in
Congress’s central leadership in-
sisted that Harak Rawat’s induc-
tion is just a matter of time. “It
could be tomorrow aswell,” asen-
ior leader said. There is no clarity
on whether any other BJP MLA
would join with him. Sources said
one BJP MLA, considered close to
Harak Rawat, had reached Delhi
with himonSunday night but left
for Dehradun after ameeting with
asenior Union minister.

Sources said CLPleader Pritam
Singh, who doesn’t share a very
good equation with Harish Rawat,
and AICC in-charge of the state
Devendra Yadav are in favour of
re-inducting Harak Rawat, who
played a major role in destabilis-

BEFORE BJP RELEASES GOA LIST

Opp rallies around Parrikar son

MAYURA JANWALKAR
PANAJI, JANUARY 17

WHILE THE BJP’s decision on
whether or not togive party ticket
toUtpal Parrikar may only be two
days away, opposition parties ap-
pear to be rallying behind the son
of late defence minister and for-
mer Goa chief minister Manohar
Parrikar.

After Delhi Chief Minister and
AAP national convener Arvind
Kejriwal said his party would wel-
come Utpal if he wished to join
them, Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut
on Monday said that all opposi-
tion parties — AAP, Congress, TMC
and GFP - must back Utpal if he

=
Utpal
Parrikar

contests the February 14 assem-
bly polls as an Independent can-
didate. “Utpal Parrikaris beingin-
sulted... [ am sure they (BJP) will
have to give Utpal Parrikar (elec-
tion) candidature. We are all put-
ting pressure, Utpal Parrikaris not.
But the way we have all backed
him, the BJP is forced to think
abouthimanditis thinking about
him in Delhi. But if that does not
happen, if Utpal Parrikar contests
asan Independent then all politi-

Bone of
@ contention

AT THE heart of the op-
position to Harak Singh
Rawat’s return to
Congress is the fact that
former Uttarakhand CM
and senior Congress
leader Harish Rawat has
not forgiven him for top-
pling his government in
2016. Rawat has made it
clear that Harak Rawat
will have to apologise for
what he had done.

ing the Rawat government in
2016. And the former CM has not
forgiven him for that. Harish
Rawat said, “What happened on
March 18 (2016)...people who
brought down the government...
are a blot on parliamentary
democracy... Those responsible for
that should apologise...” On
whether he would welcome
Harak Rawat, Rawat said: “lwould
not like to comment. Individuals
are not important. Party will take
acollective decision,” he said.

cal parties must forget their differ-
ences and back him,” he said. “If
Utpal Parrikar contests as an
Independent... I propose all non-
BJP parties... not field a candidate
againsthim!” he tweeted. Goa BJP
president Sadanand Tanavade
said that the party will announce
the names of 39 candidates on
Wednesday. He, however, refused
to comment on Raut’s remark.

The AAP has already declared
ValmikiNaikasits candidate from
Panaji. Naik, however, said he will
withdraw his candidature if Utpal
wished to contest on an AAP
ticket. “Like Arvindji has said, we
respect Manohar Parrikarji. If his
son wants to join our party, he is
welcome,” said Naik.

PM to interact with 10k BJP workers from Varanasi

Lucknow: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will interact with
over 10,000 BJP workers of his
Lok Sabha constituency Varanasi
on Tuesday, just weeks before
the state goes to elections. The
interaction will be held through

As BJP hits out,
Nana Patole says
remarks not
meant for PM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 17

MAHARASHTRA STATE Congress
president Nana Patole’s state-
ment that he could “hit Modi” has
set off a war of words between
the Congress and the BJP.The BJP
has accused the Congress of in-
dulging in “politics of terror” even
as Patole issued a statement that
the man he referred to was some-
one else with the same surname,
and not the PM.

“I have been in politics for the
last 30 years. In five years, a politi-
cian can make enough to provide
for his next generation. By build-
ing schools and colleges, they can
provide for their future one or
two generations. I have been in
politics for solong yet Idon’'town
evenone school nor have I taken
any contracts. I help whoever
comes tome for help. That's why,
I can hit Modi and abuse him and
that is the reason why he came
to campaign against me,” Patole
can purportedly be heard in a
video where he is addressing
people in Bhandara.

BJP’s Opposition leader in
state Assembly Devendra
Fadnavis accused the Congress of
indulging in the politics of terror.
“What is going on in Congress?...
Should we address the Congress
as a party which believes in
democracy or an organisation
thatis spreading terror?” he said.

Patole, however, said the
man he was referring to in the
video was not PM Modi but an-
other person from his con-
stituency with the same sur-
name. “The man I am referring
tois not the Prime Minister...” he
said on Monday.

Top court on Himachal HC order: Is this Latin?

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

SUPREME COURT on Monday
expressed dismay over the way
in which a judgment had been
written by Himachal Pradesh
High Court and said it may have
to return it for rewriting.
Heading a two-judge bench,
Justice KM Joseph asked Senior
Advocate Nidhesh Gupta, who
represented the appellant, what
the High Court was trying to say.

“How do we understand this? Is
this Latin,” Justice Joseph won-
dered to which Guptaresponded
that even he is unable to com-
prehend the same.

The bench, also comprising
Justice PS Narasimha, said it may
have to return the judgment to
the HC for rewriting. The senior
counsel then told the bench that
it was a dispute over property
and that he could explain from
the trial court decision, which
was very clear, and from parts of
the High Court order that he

could make out. The court then
asked him to sit with the counsel
for the other side and see if the
matter could be resolved amica-
bly in two weeks.

This is not the first time that
the top court has expressed dis-
may over “incomprehensible”
HC verdicts. In March 2021, a
two-judge bench of JusticesD Y
Chandrachud and M R Shah
made clear its annoyance witha
Himachal Pradesh High Court
judgment and observed: “We
are at our wit’s end. This is hap-

pening repeatedly.”

Taking up an appeal filed by
State Bank of India against the
November 27, 2020, HC verdict,
Justice Chandrachud asked in
Hindi, “What is this judgment
that has been written?” “Idid not
understand anything. There are
long, long sentences. Then, there
is an odd comma showing up
somewhere. I did not under-
stand anything. I have started
doubting my own understand-
ing.... | had to use Tiger balm,”
Justice Shah had said.

NaMo App. This will be the first
time since the announcement of
elections that the Prime Minister
will interact with party workers
from his parliamentary con-
stituency. A party leader said the
PM may give a message to BJP

workers regarding the poll cam-
paign. Sources in the BJP said
that a similar format may be
taken for planning interactions
of the PM and other senior lead-
ers with party workers and vot-
€IS across regions. ENS
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RAILTEL

Careers

(PSU under Ministry of Railways)

Regd. & Corp Office: Plate-A, 6th Floor, Office Block,
Tower-2, East Kidwai Nagar, New Delhi-110023.
www.railtelindia.com

Vacancy Notice for Direct Recruitment

is23.02.2022.

section.

Vacancy Notice No. RCIL/2020/P&A/44/4
RailTel Corporation of India Ltd. invites applications from
Indian citizens for the following positions:
Dy. Manager/ Manager/ Sr. Manager (Total 69 Posts)
The last date of online registration/submission of application

For further details refer to www.railtelindia.com in ‘careers’

General Manager/HR

Ahmednagar Jilha Maratha
Vidya Prasarak Samaj

‘ Anmednagar 'j

LAL TAKI ROAD, AHMEDNAGAR - 414 001. PHONE NO. (0241) 2329649

WANTED

Applications are invited for the post of Principal at the
Shri Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj College of Engineering,
A/p. - Nepti, Tal. Nagar, Dist - Ahmednagar. (AICTE Approved)

Qualifications : Experience, Pay scale, Service Conditions.

1) Ph. D. degree and First Class or equivalent at either Bachelor's or
Master's level in the relevant branch.

2) At least two successful Ph.D. guided as supervisor /Co- Supervisor
and minium 8 research publication in SCI journals / UGC / AICTE
approved list of journals.

3) Minimum 15 year of experience in teaching / research / industry, out
of which at least 3 years shall be at the post equivalent to that of
Professor.

4) Pay scale and service conditions will be as per AICTE,

Gov. of Maharashtra & S.P. Pune University.
Eligible & Interested candidates should submit their applications with necessary
details copies of all testimonials, certificates and marksheet to the Secretary,
Ahmednagar, Jilha Maratha Vidya Prasarak Samaj, Ahmednagar, on or
nd 1
before 2" feb. 2022 on the address mentioned above. (G.D.Khandeshe)

Secretary

=4 VIDYA PRATISHTHAN

years of Independence.

The Air Force will also pay
homage to its personnel and op-
erations for the 1971 War, asIndia
commemorates 50 years of vic-
tory over Pakistan. “The flypast
this year will be the grandest and
largest with 75 aircraft from IAF,
Army and Navy flying during the
Republic Day parade. Thisisinline
with the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav
celebrations,” IAF PRO Wing

CIRCLE SASTRA PATNA NORTH
2nd Floor, Chanakya Tower, R-Block, Patna-800 001

CORRIGENDUM

Please refer our published Sale
Notice, dated 15.01.2022 in Indian
Express, Patna Edition Sale Notice
of Serial No. 4, Branch: Patnacity,
Please read M/s Pratibha Food
Industries instead of M/s Pratibha
Food Enterprises. Rest all the
contents in the Newspaper
regarding this will remain
unchanged.

Place: Patna Authorized Officer

Date : 17.01.2022 Punjab National Bank

IN THE HIGH COURT OF
JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
(Ordinary Original Civil
Jurisdiction)

O.P. No. 637 of 2012

Ashok Surana ...Petitioner
-Vs-

Kavitha Jain ...Respondent

To,

Kavitha Jain

D/o. Late Mr. GajRaj Jain,

R/o. C-484, Yojna Vihar, 1st Floor,

New Delhi-110 092.

New Address :

House No.558, 3rd Floor,

Vishwas Nagar,

Pandav Road, New Delhi- 110 032.

Subject: O.P No.637 of 2012 -

Ashok Surana v Kavitha Jain-

pending before the Hon’ble Madras

High Court, Chennai- Hearing on

02.02.2022- Reg.

Please take notice that the said case

came up for hearing on 10.01.2022

and notice by paper publication was

ordered. The case is now posted to

02.02.2022.

Kindly take notice and appear in

person or through counsel at 10:30

am on 02.02.2022 before the

Hon’ble Madras High Court.
Sincerely,
D.Geetha

Counsel for Petitioner

@ GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA ’lpr

Vidyanagari, MIDC, Tal. Baramati, Dist. Pune -
413133 Tel No: 02112 — 239140; 239160 Fax No:
02112-239159 Website: www.vidyapratishthan.com;
Email ID: vpbaramati@yahoo.co.in

WANTED

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for the
following post:-

Name of the College Design. Nogaﬁzg:rs; &
Vidya Pratishthan’s
Principal 01
Vasantrao Pawar Law nop (Open to Al
College, Baramati

NOC for the post issued by Joint Director Higher Education
Pune being Granted College. College is affiliated to
Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune.

1. Educational Qualifications: Minimum Qualifications &
Pay-scale and Service conditions are as prescribed by
the UGC / State Govt. of Maharashtra and Savitribai
Phule Pune University, Pune.

2. Reserved category candidates should send one copy of
their application to the Deputy Registrar, Reservation
Cell, Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune.

3. Physically Handicapped & Women reservation is
applicable as per Government Norms.

4. Candidate should submit their API record & score as
per the requirement by SPPU Pune. Appointment of the
said post will be for a tenure of five years from the date
of appointment or upto the attainment of
superannuation whichever is earlier.

5. Those who are already in service should apply through
proper channel.

6. TA & DA will not be paid for attending the interview.

7. Applicant should apply and submit a hard copy of the
application form and resume with attested copies of all
certificates which should reach on the above mention
address within 15 days from the date of publication of
this advertisement by post to the undersigned.

Visit website — www.vidyapratishthan.com

Secretary, Vidya Pratishthan

Institute for Technology
& Management

REQUIRED

Established in 1991, ITM Group of Institutions is India’s fastest-growing,
private not-for-profit education organization. The Group is executing an
ambitious expansion strategy, developing new campuses and programs
across India.

We invite applications from passionate and competent educators from
academia or industry to join for following positions :
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New Delhi

Director

Qualification as per AICTE norms, Ph.D. in Management / related areas
from reputed Universities with a minimum 15 year experience of which,
at least 5 years should be of Professor and experience of administration
will be preferred. This position carries attractive performance-linked pay
in addition to the compensation as per industry standards.

Professors / Associate Professors / Assistant Professors
In the area of Finance, Marketing, Human Resources, Operations,

Quantitative Techniques, Retail, International Business, Financial
Markets, Information Technology, and Business Analytics.

Eligibility criteria: Qualification & Experience as per AICTE norms.
Adjunct Faculty / Visiting Faculty

In the area of Finance, Marketing, Human Resources, Operations,
Quantitative Techniques, Retail, International Business, Financial
Markets, Information Technology, and Business Analytics.

Research Associate

Fresh MBA graduates or those pursuing Ph.D., who are willing to take
up academic careers can also apply.

Registrar

Responsibilities: Academic Administration, Faculty Management,
Student Registration, Academic Records Management, Examination,
and Evaluation.

Qualification: Master’s Degree in Education administration or
equivalent. Ph.D. will be added advantage.

Experience: Minimum 7-10 years relevant experience with at least 3-5
years in academic administration. Excellent English and computing
skills are required.

Senior Professional - Placements

Candidate with post-graduate qualification and relevant experience of
8 to 12 years.

Interested Candidates should

@® +91 77380 26114 or @ Resume to careers@itm.edu

Please mention the JOB POSITION in the subject line.

ITM NAVI MUMBAI CAMPUS Plot no.25-26, Institutional Area,
Sector-04, Kharghar, Navi Mumbai - 410 210.
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,SIDDARTH SINGH, ADD-G-
401,AMRAPALI PLATINUM
SECTOR-119, NOIDA,GAUTAM
BUDDH NAGAR U.P-201301,
changed my Minor Son name,
SHRETHA KUMAR SINGH to
SHRESTHA KUMAR SINGH,for
all,future purposes.
0040599600-7

IShovibha alias Nain Shovibha
Vijayendra Singh alias Nain
Shovibha Vijayendra Vandana
alias Shovibha Nain D/o Sh.
Vijayender Singh R/o A-298, 2nd
Floor, Derawal Nagar, Near
Model Town, Dr. Mukherjee
Nagar, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110009 have changed my name
to Shovibha Nain forall
purposes.

0040599568-4

IRavinder Kumar S/o Sh. Shiv
Narayan R/o H.No.6, GaliNo.2,
Gautam Colony, Narela, Delhi-
110040 have changed the name
of my minor daughter from
Deepanshito Deepanshi
Kumar for all purposes.

040599568-5

Itis for general information that
I,Sulakshana Yadav,D/o
Yatendra Singh Yadav,R/0-RZ-
25/209,Street.No-4, J-Block,
West Sagarpur,New Delhi-
110046 declare that the my
name has been wrongly-
written as Ms Sulaxshana
Yadav in official-record of my
father.The actual-name of
mine as per matriculationand
other documentsis Ms
Sulakshana Yadav,which may
be amended accordingly.

0040599627-5

I,Yashika Salil D/o-Shri.Rajan
Salil R/0-R-68-A,Third Floor,
Near-Community Center,
Ramesh Park,LaxmiNagar,
Shakarpur,Delhi-110092,inform
that my,correct nameis
Yashika,both name are one and
same person.

0040599638-4

I,Vivek Kumar Gupta,S/o Chunni
Lal Gupta,R/0-47A/2,Gautam
Nagar,New Delhi-110049,have
changed my name to Vivek
Gupta. 0040599627-4

I,Vidhan Chand Samajpati,S/O
Anant Samajpati,R/0 J-1288,
1300,Wali-Gali J-Block,
Jahangirpuri,Delhi-110033,
have changed my name Bidhan
Chander Samajpati.

0040599600-2

I,Shobha Rani Apgarwal,W/o
Mr.Satish Aggarwal,R/0.C-
50,South xtension Part lechiae
us under-1,South Delhi,Delhi-
110049,have changed my name
to Shobha Aggarwal,for
all,future purposes.

0040599627-3

1,Sakshi W/o Rakesh Kumar
Khanna,R/0 H.No-4,Sector-
2,Radha-Puran Estate, PO-
Krishna-Nagar,Mathura,have
changed my name to Rakhi
Khanna. 0040599627-6

I,Roshni Barmi,D/o Jaspal
Singh,W/0 Amanpreet
Singh,R/0-D-110, FF,
Mansarover Garden,Ramesh-
Nagar Delhi-110015,have
changed my name to Roshni
Amanpreet Singh.

0040599638-6

I,RITU YADAV,D/o Chanderjeet
yadav,R/0-C-274,yadav-motor
market-Naharpur village,
Rohini,sec-7,Delhi-85,inform
that name of my mother has
been wrongly-written as
ShantiDeviinmy CTET
Documents.the correct-my
mother name is Nirmal
yadav.which may be amended
accordingly.

0040599603-7

I,Prabha,W/0-Manoj
Prasad,R/0-RC-159, Shankar
Vihar, Khora Colony,
Ghaziabad, UP-201001,have
changed my name,from
Prabha Kumari,to Prabha,for
all,future purposes.

0040599627-7

I,Pawan Kumar,S/o0 Sh.Om
Parkash Agarwal,R/0 C-502,
M2K-Victoria Garden,Azadpur-
Metro Station,Azadpur. Delhi-
110033.have changed my name
to Pawan Kumar Agarwal.

0040599600-1

1Jagpreet Singh S/o Jatinder Pal
Singh Anand R/0 B-41, Ground
Floor, Vishnu Garden, New
Delhi-110018 have changed my
name to Jagpreet Singh Anand
0040599577-1

I,PRADEEP S/0 BABU RAM R/O
139,AGROHA KUNJ,SECTOR-
13,ROHINI,DELHI-110085.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
PARDEEP KUMAR.

0040599627-2

I,No- 18007222M,NK- Navin
Singh S/0- Diwan Singh, R/O-
Gallagaon, P/O- Gallagaon
,Tehsil- Lohaghat, District-
Champawat (Uttrakhand) pin-
262524.In my Service records
name of my wife has been
wrongly mentioned as Smt.
Sonuinstead of Sonu Bohra. It
needs correction. Objections
be filed to concerned
authorities within seven days.

0020432805-1

I,Nirmal Kumar Walia,Nirmal Kr
Ahluwalia, Nirmal Walia,S/o
Krishan Kumar Walia,R/0-205-
D, DDA-LIG Flats, Jhilmil, Delhi-
110095,have changed my name
to Nirmal Ahluwalia.

0040599638-3

I,Navjeet Singh,S/0 Joginder
Singh Chhabra E36/13,1st-Floor
Rajouri-Garden Delhi-27,have
changed my name Navjeet
Singh Chhabra.  0040599600-4

I,Mohni Malhotra W/o Parveen
Kumar Khatri R/0 EK/905
Shastri Nagar Delhiinform that
Mohni Malhotra/Monia
Malhotra and Monika Khatri
both name are one person.

0040599600-3

I,Meenu Sahni,W/o Late Pradeep
Sawhney R/0-A-29, Bharat
Apartment, S-1, 2nd-Floor,
Rampuri,Ghaziabad, U.P.-
201011,have changed my name
to Meenu Sawhney.

0040599627-1

I, Avishek Vikki S/o Late.
Shankar Saha R/0-A-68-69,
Flat.No-303, Nanhey-Park,
Uttam Nagar,ND-59,have
changed my name to Abhishek
Saha,for all future purposes.

0040599572-1

1,Manoj Kumar Malhotra R/o D-
109, Ground Floor, Sector-20,
Noida have changed my minor
daughter’s name from PALAK
to PALCHIN MALHOTRA.

0040599570-1

I,Luxmi Singhal, W/O-Shri
Arvind,R/0-227,SriNagar,
Shakur Basti,Delhi-110034,
inform that Renu Singhal and
Luxmi Singhal both the names
are one & the same person.

0040599638-1

1, AKASHDEEP SINGH, S/0.
JAGPREET SINGH,ADD-A-
1/8,FIRST-FLOOR KRISHNA
NAGAR,EAST DELHI110051,
Changed my name to
AKASHDEEP SINGH WADHWA,
permanently. 0040599600-6

I,Harman Singh Mehta,S/o
Tarlochan Singh Mehta R/0-A-
85,Gali,No.4,East Nathu Colony
Shahdara Nand,Nagri Delhi-
110093,changed my nameto
Harman Mehta.  0040599600-9

I,TEK CHAND GUPTA,S/0.RAM
GOPAL GUPTA,H.NO,9
DAYANAND-BLOCK GALINO,1
SHAKARPUR,EAST DELHI-
110092. Changed my nameto
ANIL KUMAR GUPTA,
permanently. 0040599600-5

LOST & FOUND

I,Ashok Kumar,S/o Shri Thakur
Dass,R/0 H.N0.186,Sector-9,
Gurgaon-122001,have changed
my name to Ashok Kumar
Shridhar for all future
purposes. 0040599638-2

l,Aiyesha Siddiga,D/o Magsood
Ahmad,R/0.16/476-1,
Gali.No.10, Military Road,
BapaNagar, KarolBagh,New
Delhi-05,have changed my
name to Aiysha Siddiqa,for all
purposes. 0040599627-8

I, AIESHWARYA ANAND,D/O
NIRAJ ANAND,H.NO-11/15, 2ND-
FLOOR, WEST PATEL-NAGAR,
NEW DELHI-110008, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
AASHNA ANAND, FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040599638-5

l, Zila Singh Sagwal S/o Shri
Karam Singh R/0 B2-68, First
Floor, Safdarjung Enclave, New
Delhi have changed my name
to Zile Singh Sagwal

0070768930-1

I, Vipin S/O Ganga Dhar

Notice is here by given thatH
Form No0.0000366 dt 15/3/17 for
Rs.134000/-, issued by M/s
Akshita International, Merut to
M/s Mal Chand Ajit Kumar,
Delhi, is lost. If found, please
inform at M/s Mal Chand Ajit
Kumar, 10 West Sadar Thana
Road,Delhi-06 0040599569-1

1,Raj Bala W/o Ramesh
Kumar,R/0 Khasra No-15/5
Village-Kamalpur Mazra
Burari,Delhi-110084,have lost
all my Property Document No-
IN-DL114896714702680.Finder
Contact.N0-9540032266,
9212653275.

0040599603-10

I, Shashanka Bhide, S/O Late Sri.
G.N.Bhide, R/0 J24,
IndraprasthaApts, Plot 114,
I.P.Extn, Delhi-110092 have lost
my original FlatAllotment
Letter and Possession Letter
relating to my flat. If found,
Please return atabove
address. 0040599568-3

l,Shyam Khanna,S/0
P.K.Khanna,Have Lost the
Original-Propertty Documents
Plot.No-1329,Pocket-5,Sector-

PUBLIC NOTICE

It if for general public information that
my clients Mr. Shakti Narayan Sharma,
Mr.  Vikramaditya, Mr. Tribhuvan
Narayan Sharma and Ms. Purnima
Sharma are the co-sharers of the
property addressed A-46, Dayanand
Colony, Lajpat Nagar IV, Delh-110024
for their mother’s share of the aforesaid
property and that without their consent
or acknowledgement, any third party
right(s) or interest(s) created or
intended would amount to civil and

“"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

criminal proceedings against the parties

and the parties being involved would be
at their own risk.

Sd/-

Usha Kaushik

Advocate

Ch. No. 344, Patiala House

New Delhi-110001

OSBI

Networking & Communication Department, State Bank of India,
Global IT-Centre, Sec-11, CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai - 400614

Please refer to RFP No.SBI/GITC/NW&C/21-22/814 dated
23.12.2021 for procurement of 4G LTE Connectivity for Offsite ATMs.
Corrigendum dated 17.01.2022 can be accessed under Procurement
news at Bank's website https://www.sbi.co.in or https://bank.sbi or
e-Procurement agency portal https://etender.sbi/SBI/

Place: Navi Mumbai Sd/- Deputy General Manager

CORRIGENDUM

Date: 18.01.2022 (Networking & Communication Dept.)

0SBl

CMP & SCF Department, State Bank of India,
Global IT-Centre, Sec-11, CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai-400 614

CORRIGENDUM

Procurement of two offsite SAP professionals who will develop SAP
utility in their own environment, for 3 years

Please refer tothe RFP NO. FY:2021-22/RFP/708 Dated 13.08.2021. In this
regard Corrigendum dated 14.01.2022 is available under ‘Procurement
News' at https://www.sbi.co.in and e-Procurement agency portal
https://etender.sbi. Revised Last date and time of Bid Submission- upto
2.00PMon28.01.2022.
Place: Navi Mumbai
Date: 14.01.2022

CMP & SCF Department

WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION

CONTRACT OF LEASING OUT SLR SPACES FOR
A PERIOD OF 5 YEARS IN TRAIN COMPARTMENT
Tender No. DRM/Comml/55/2020-21

Tender Notice No. C78/1/117/Tender/SLR/03/2021-22 Dt : 11.01.2022
The Divisional Railway Manager (Commercial), Western Railway, Ahmedabad invites
E-Tenders for the contract of leasing out 4 / 3.9 tonne SLR spaces for a period of 5
(Five) Years in following Trains from Registered Leaseholders (in category 'A' or 'B)
over Ahmedabad Division of Western Railway detailed below "Separately” for
Compartment-wise and Train-wise.

Nautiyal, R/0 244/94, Gali No-3, 34.Rohini.Delhi In Case Found . Days of Space Reserve
School Block, Mandawali Pléase C(;ntact.No-9210338007_ sr.| Train Station Service or| Available | Price per
Fazalpur, Delhi-110092, have 0040599603-9 | [No| No. Days of [ (In Tonne) T;Ig per 04/
changed my name and shall From To ASP'TCI; FSLRIFSLRIRSLR] < (in°5"e
hereafter be Known as Vipin vailable | Ist | lind | lst
Prasad. 0070768932-1 PUBLIC NOTICE 01[19031] Ahmedabad | Yog Nagari Rishikesh| Daily [3.9] - [3.9] 19,946/
I, Vinit S/O Rajeev, R/0 240, 0219409 | Ahmedabad Gorakhpur Thur&Sat| 3.9 - [3.9( 24,024/-
Qumaspur, Sonipat, Haryana- 03 [12957] Ahmedabad|  NewDelhi paily |39 - | - [ 19.659-
131021. Declare that Name of Qur clients (1) Sh. Devender Kumar Verma 04 [12915| Ahmedabad Delhi Daily [3.9| - | - [ 15,727/
My_tFtather gaﬁbier;'\lﬂ{mnglioth BL"rSShZEVE%Z“GV”/ﬂ Xﬁ’%%viﬂﬁe‘f&fnﬁ”; 05|22468|Gandhinagar]  Varanasi Thur | 3.9| - |3.9] 15,516/
written as Rajiv Antilinmy Verma, both Rio H. No.1983, Pandav R
Class Certificate No-1534766, N%araéxgran /_ginemg, Bgﬁgia ﬁzﬂﬁ Naoizd[: 06 19435 Ahmedabad Asansol Thur  [39] - |3.9( 21,118~
that name of my father has ggghg?ra[)[e)eegh;w\?gﬁaigrgb hdIEoev\vlne ;deel; 07 |19413| Ahmedabad Kolkata Wed |39 - [3.9] 29,227/
been wrongly writtenas Kumar Verma and their daughter in Law S 08 [19489| Ahmedabad Gorakhpur ~ |Daily ExMon)| - | - |3.9] 16,837/-
Rajeev Antil inmy 12th Class Surbh Verma Wio 3h. Deepak Verma and 09 |12833| Ahmedabad Howrah Daily | 04| 04| 04 | 29,227/-
Certificate No- 1147924.The immovable proerty belongng & o lent 1022920| Ahmedabad | ChennaiCentral | Mon | 39| - |3.9] 25512/-
actual name of My Fatheris Any one dealing with the aforesaid Son and
Rajeev, which may be daughter in law of our clients shall be doing so 11 {19421] Ahmedabad Patna Sun - | - |39] 25,008/
amended accordingly. athis own isk and Conseguences. Total 09|o1]oo| -
Madhur Arora, Advocate

0070768934-1

I,Hitherto known as Gaurav,son
of,Shri Kamaljit,residing
at,House.No.10,Village Maili,
Tehsil-Garhshankar,
Distt.Hoshiarpur Punjab-
146102,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Gaurav Kumar. 0040599603-8

I, Vineeta Rajput/ Vineeta Arora
W/0 ManojRajput,R/01672/2,
Govindpuri Extn. Kalkaji have
changed my nameto Vineeta
Arora Rajput 0070768929-1

1, TARUN, S/0 LALIT
CHAKARVARTI, R/O- H.N0-217-
R, Model Town, Rewari,
Haryana-123401 Have Changed
my name to TARUN KUMAR for
all purposes. 0070768951-1

1, Subhash S/o Harkishan Malik,
R/0 RZC-16,Top-Floor Gali,No.4,
Syndicate Enclave, Dabri,
Delhi-110045, changed my
name to Subhash Malik.

0040599600-8

1, Shubham Kumar alias
Shubham S/0 Sanjay Kumar,
R/0 Ck39/66, Chowk Kundi
GarhTola, Varanasi, Uttar
Pradesh-221001, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Vibhash Khattri.

0070768933-1

I, Saurab S/0 Yashbir Khari R/0
151, Village, Sultanpur, New
Delhi-110030,have changed my
name to Saurab Khari forall
purposes. 0040599600-10

I, Rajesh Jindal S/o-Hem Raj
Gupta, R/0 B-1/551 Janak Puri,
New Delhi-110058, have
changed my name to Rajesh
Kumar Gupta. 0040599638-8

1, Prabhat Rathi S/0 Ramlal Lal
Maheshwari, R/0 House
Number-3, Bansal Nagar,
Tajganj, Agra, Uttar Pradesh-
282001, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Prabhat Kumar
Maheshwari. 0070768938-1

I, Mannu Sachan S/0 Dhyan
Chandra Sachan, R/o Colony
No- Type 2-8, Hospital Colony,
HAMIRPUR, Uttar Pradesh-
210301, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Divyam Sachan.

0070768939-1

I, Kiran Bala D/0, S.S Bisht R/0
139- E Ravindra Garden, Sector-
E, Aliganj, Bakshi Ka Talab,
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh-
226024. have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Sonu Surendra Singh

0070768937-1

I, Kapil Seth S/o0 Naresh Chand
Seth Residence-868, Sector-5,
Vaishali Ghaziabad, have
changed my name Kapil Kumar
Naresh Seth to Kapil Seth for all
future purposes. Both names
belongtothe same person.

0070768961-1

l,Hakeemuddeen Ansari S/O
Sheikh Samad, R/0 Village
Hardaspur, Post Tarawa,
Azamgarh, Uttar Pradesh-
276123, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Hakeemuddin Ansari.

0070768935-1

I, Deepak Kumar Singh S/O Harpal
Singh, R/0 538 K/ 1331, Sitapur
Road, Sri Puram, Triveni Nagar-Il,
Nirala Nagar, Lucknow, Uttar
Pradesh- 226020, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
Known as Deebek Harpal Singh.

0070768936-1

Office: 128-A‘(R.S.Blockg‘ Street No. 14,
Bhola Nath Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-32

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that
my client Sh. Rajpal Singh S/o Late Pt.
Suraj Bhan and his wife Goma Devi
both R/o A55, Mandir Mohalla,
Samaypur, Delhi -110042 have put an
end to all their relations with their son
Sh. Deepak Kumar due to his bad
habits. Both of my abovenamed clients
have also disowned and debarred his
said son from all their movable and
immovable properties. Anybody dealing
with Sh. Deepak Kumar will do so at
his/her/their own risk, cost and
consequences and my clients will not
be responsible for any act, deed or
dealing done by Sh. Deepak Kumar.
Sd/-
AJAY ATRI
Advocate
EN NO D/1445/2004
Ch. No. B-74, B.G.S. Block
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

I Suchismita Dhar, W/o. Parimal
Chandra Dhar, R/o. Flat no. F703,
Rajasthan apartment , Sector-4, Plot
No. 36, Dwarka, New Delhi-110078,
have lost all original property
documents of my son’s (Aditya Dhar) i.e
original sale deed, conveyance deed,
allotment later, possession later, etc of
F703, Rajasthan apartment, Sector-4,
Plot No. 36, Dwarka , New Delhi-
110078 and document of Bank loan’s
allongwith other necessary documents
of bank, finders may contact at above
address. Suchismita Dhar, W/o.
Parimal Channdra Dhar, R/o. Flat no.
F703, Rajasthan apartment, Sector-4,
Plot No. 36, Dwarka, New Delhi-
110078, Mob.no: 9818782724

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is notified for the information of general

public that my client Banwari Lal son of Late

Shri Kishan Lal resident of Flat No. 143, Block

5, DDA Flats Kalkaji, New Delhi 110019 has

disowned his son namely Shri Neraj Rajput,

his wife namely Smt. Renu Rajput, his

daughter Ms. Shrishti Rajput and his son

namely Master Abhishek Rajput due to his

ilegal deeds from all his movable &

immovable properties w.e.f. today. That my

client shall has no relation with the son in

Future whatsoever.

Sd/-

ATUL GUPTA

Advocate

CHAMBER NO. 369, THIRD FLOOR,

LAWYER'S BLOCK,

SAKET COURT COMPLEX,

NEW DELHI-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Shri Charan Singh son of late Sh.

Maman Singh Tokas and Mrs. Santosh

Kumar wife of Shri Charan Singh, both

residents of House No.1608, Village Munirka,

South West Delhi, New Delhi-110067 has

disowned/debarred their son Manoj Kumar

and his wife Mrs. Nisha from their all

moveable & immoveable properties and have

also severed all connections & relations with
them.

If anybody deals with them in respect of

properties of my clients, shall be doing so at

his/her/their own risks, costs and expenses.

My clients will not be responsible for the
same

Sd/-

Devinder Singh Chauhan

Advocate

Lawyers Chamber No. 235

Patiala House Courts

New Delhi-110001

TATA POWER DELHI DISTRIBUTION LIMITED
A Tata Power and Delhi Government Joint Venture
Regd. Office : NDPL House, Hudson Lines, Kingsway Camp, Delhi 110 009
Tel : 66112222, Fax : 27468042, Email : TPDDL@tatapower-ddl.com
CIN No. : U40109DL2001PLC111526, Website : www.tatapower-ddl.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS Jan 18, 2022

TATA Power-DDL invites tenders as per following details:

TATAPOWER-DDL

. ; Last Date & Time
Tender Enguiy No Coatemn | S2e.f |of Big Submission
ption Rs)) D " Date and time of
. ocument| gnening of bids
TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/200001362/21-22
_Fabri 32 Lacs/ |20.01.2022 | 10.02.2022,1600 Hrs
Rtk Supply of re-Fabicated 1 5 o001 10.02.2022, 1630 Hrs
TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/200001364/21-22
RC for Bus Bar Boxes (Polycarbonate 1163L(a:£s 19.01.2022 83'8%’%8%2’%%%‘3;
type -1P 2W and 3P 4W). ' TS
TPDDLIENGGIENQIZQQOM363/21-22 36.23 Lacs / 18.01.2022 08.02.2022,1600 Hrs
RC for supply of Aluminium Lugs 91,000/ -Vl 08.02.2022, 1630 Hrs

CORRIGENDUM / TENDER DATE EXTENTION

] Previously | Revised Due Date & Time
Tender Enquiry No. Published | of Bid Submission/ Date
Work Description Date | & time of opening of bids
TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/200001359/21-22 21.01.2022, 15:00 Hi
fF({)erit1ey()eoanrtract for SITC of UPS Batteries 22122021 5, 81 :2822: 1228 H::

Complete tender and corrigendum document is available on our
website www.tatapower-ddl.com—>\endor Zone — Tender / Corrigendum Documents

Contracts - 011-66112222

RAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

E Bhakta Mata Karma Complex, New Rajendra Nagar, Raipur (C.G.) 492006
Web Site: www.rda.cgstate.gov.in Email: ceordaryp@gmail.com, Tele Fax: 0771-2536188

NIT no. 02, Dated: 14-01-2022, System Tender No-90804  Date 14-01-2022

NIT for Construction of 1120 Numbers of LIG type
Dwelling units in G+8 floor building blocks including
stilt (Parking) floor and all related site infrastructure
and other development works as per drawings de-
signs and specification, complete in all respects and
ready to move in for living condition, including a defect
liability period of two years in sector 12 and 13 at Town
Development Scheme 04 (Kamal Vihar) Raipur (C.G).
Raipur Development Authority (RDA) invites tenders for Construc-
tion of 1120 Numbers of LIG type Dwelling units in G+8 floor building
blocks including stilt (Parking) floor and all related site infrastructure and
other development works as per drawings designs and specification,
complete in all respects and ready to move in for living condition, including a
defect liability period of two years in sector 12 and 13 town development
scheme 04 (Kamal Vihar) Raipur (C.G.), qualifying Criteria is detailed in
the tender Document. The tender documents and submission of bid starts
from 14.01.2022 @5:30 PM to 04.02.2022 upto 5:30 PM, Last date of
physical document submission 07.02.2022 on https://eproc.cgstate.
gov.in, Technical Bid Opening will be on 09.02.2022 at 11:00 PM, Probable
Amount of Contract - Rs. 14648.38 Lacs, EMD Rs. 50.00 Lacs & Cost of
TenderDocumentRs. 50,000/-+18% GST =Rs. 59,000/- + Bid Submission
Fee Rs. 311/- at office of the Chief Executive Officer, Raipur Development
Authority, Raipur Chhattisgarh. Any amendment (s)/Corrigendum(s)shall
be posted only on the website https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
Superintending Engineer

Out for ajog,
Ranchi teen girl
abducted, raped
in car, say police

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, JANUARY 17

A15-YEAR-OLD girl was allegedly
abducted and gang-raped by
three meninacarwhile she,along
with two other teen girls, were on
anearly-morningjoginRanchion
Sunday;, police said on Monday.

Police said a speeding car
started following the three minor
girls, and one of them was kid-
napped and taken to a deserted
spotand gang-raped. The girl was
later spotted by a passerby, who
informed the police.

“The girls were out for a run
(when) a car, with three persons
init, started chasing them. Two of
the girls escaped but the third fell
down. Theaccused abducted her,”
an officer said.

The three suspects have been
arrested, of whom one s believed
to have known the girl and may
have been stalking her for some
time, a police source said.

“An evening before the inci-
dent, the victim had gone to eat at
alocal shop and one of the ac-
cused was stalking her there, too,”
the source said. “This man, aged
around 21 years, hired a cab and
thedriver...Inthe car, they told the
girl that they were stalking her for
the last few days and that since
she had rejected one of the ac-
cused man's advances, she was
abducted.”

The police have registered a
case and an officer said the ac-
cused were held on the basis of
CCTV footage.

Note: (a) To obtain information regarding Terms & Conditions of Tender, contact may
please be made at the office of Divisional Railway Manager (Commercial)-
Ahmedabad during all working days between 10:30 hrs to 17:30 hrs. (b) This is an
Electronic Tender (E-Tender) and bids/offers shall be submitted online on IREPS
Portal. Required information and documents are available on IREPS Portal (i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in). Submission of manual bids/offers against E-Tender is not allowed,
and any manual bids/offers received shall be summarily rejected. (c) Cost of Tender
Form Fee:¥1,000/- per SLR/LWLRRM/LSLRD Compartment should be paid online
on through IREPS Portal and acknowledgment slip of payment must be attached with
the offer / bid. (d) EMD: ¥ 1,00,000/- per SLR/LWLRRM/LSLRD Compartment,
should be paid online on through IREPS Portal and acknowledgment slip of payment
must be attached with the offer/bid. (e) Date & Time of Closing & Opening of
Tender: 11-02-2022 (Friday) at 15:00 Hrs & 11-02-2022 (Friday) at 15:30 Hrs.

respectively.

RAJASTHAN MEDICAL EDUCATION

SOCIETY, JAIPUR
(DIRECTORATE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION)

Govind Marg, Opp. Psychiatric Hospital, Jaipur
F.No.6(22)Raj-MES/Store/CT-Scan. PPP/2021/4865  Dated:11/01/22

Extension Notice

Inviting Bid (NIB No. 09/2021-22)

The schedule of dates for E-Tender notice no F.No.6(22)Raj-
MES/Store/CT-Scan. PPP/2021/ 4548-49 dated: 21.12.2021 (Notice
Inviting Bid No.09/2021-22) for Turnkey Project For Supply, Installation,
Operation & Maintenance Of ,64 Slice—CT —Scanner Machines Along
With Providing Investigation Related Services On fixed 10% Revenue
Sharing & Single rate of Discount on CGHS Rates Basis on PPP-Mode
(CT - Project) For Raj — MES Medical College Located at Bharatpur,
Bhilwara, Pali Sikar And Chum is Extended as mentioned below:-

m I3 facebook comW RivaFol 3 twi W A°1 S.No. Description Date Time
Ike us on: | facebook.com/WesternRly« Follow us on:L4 twitter.com/WesternRly T Bocument Downioad End Date 07-092022 1 06.00 PWI
2. |Bid submission End Date 07-02-2022 | 06.00 PM
3. |Submission of Demand, Draft/Banker| 08-02-2022 | 01.00 PM
HAJ COMMITTEE OF INDIA Cheque for Tender Fee, Processing Fee
- (Statutory Body Constituted under the Act of Parliament and Earnest Money (as per applicability)
No. 35 of 2002) Ministry of Minority Affairs, Government of India. At the office of Director, Rajasthan
Haj House, 7-A, M.R.A. Marg (Palton Road), Mumbai — 400 001. Medical Education Society, Jaipur.
(Civil Services Residential Coaching Institute) 4. |Technical Bid Opening Date 08-02-2022 | 03.00 PM

Dated: 17" January, 2022

PRESS NOTE

Admission Notice for the enrolment of fresh batch for the
academic year 2021-22 , was uploaded on the website of Haj
Committee of India, on 18" June, 2021. Due to pandemic, it
was decided to hold Online Entrance Test for selection of
candidates for the academic year 2021-22. However, due to
relaxation of norms, it was decided to conduct written Test at
eight (08) different centers throughout India for short-listing of
candidates, before final selection was made. After holding
Essay Writing & Personal Interview of short-listed candidates,
100 students as per Merit List, have been asked to report Civil
Services Residential Coaching Institute, Haj House, Mumbai,
from today i.e. 17" January, 2022. An induction programme
for the newly enrolled students has also been fixed on
18" January, 2022, from 3.00 p.m. onwards. These students
will be imparted training to appear for UPSC (Preliminary)
Examination, scheduled to be held on 5" June, 2022. For the
convenience of students, Haj Committee of India has made
conducive environment for the students under one roof in the
best possible manner.

Haj Committee of India is pleased to inform that, 36 students of
Civil Services Residential Coaching Institute, Haj House,
Mumbai, who have earlier cleared UPSC (Preliminary)
Examination for the academic year 2020-21, have appeared
for UPSC (Mains) Examination, which was scheduled from
7" January, 2022 to 16" January, 2022. Apart from above 36
students, 35 students of Maharashtra State, who had opted
Mumbai as their Examination Centre for UPSC (Mains)
Examination, were provided free accommodation in Haj
House, Mumbai, from 1st January, 2022 to 16" January, 2022.
Immediately after the results of UPSC (Mains) Examination,
the successful students will be called for training, to appear for
Personal Interview.
It may not be out of place to state that the training of students is
a continuous process. Haj Committee of India is always
committed to serve the community in the best possible
manner.

Sd/-
(Mohd. Yakoob Shekha )
Chief Executive OfficerJ

PUBLIC NOTICE

Under instructions from and on behalf of
my client Sh. Jaipal S/o Late Sh. Kesho
Ram R/o H.no. 490, Gali No.5, A- Block,
Gopal Nagar, Najafgarh, New Delhi.
I hereby inform the General public that due
to serious disrespectful behaviour and
other issues, my afore-mentioned client
has disowned his son Sahil Sharma Aged
23 years, S/o Sh. Jaipal, present R/o H.no.
490, A-Block, Gopal Nagar, Najafgarh
from all aspects of his life including his
movable, immovable properties and his
residential house at afore-mentioned
address,’
Sd/-
Satish Dabas (Advocate)
Lawyers Chamber No. 749, Dwarka
Courts, Sector-10 Dwarka,
New Delhi-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my clients Krishan
Kumar Gupta & Bharat Bhushan Gupta
both S/o Late Girish Chand Gupta R/o
D-68, Sudershan Park, New Delhi-
110015, have declared that their parents
namely Girish Chand Gupta and
Resham Devi Gupta expired on
13.09.2021 & 15.12.2021 respectively
and my clients are only legal heirs of
their parents, there is no any legal heir
except my clients. Anybody having
objection, so raise their claim with proof
within 7 days from the publication of this
public notice.
Sd/-
POOJA GUPTA (ADVOCATE)
TP-BLOCK, OFFICE NO.20, DDA
MARKET, PITAMPURA, DELHI

Above mentioned Detailed tender notice and documents can be seen on
website http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
(UBN No. MES2122SLOB00080) Sd/-

Director,

SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
Follow us on W @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of

$.C Railway can be seen on our
website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

TENDER NOTICE
No. C/E.221/ELS/KZJ/2021-22/187 dt.14-01-2022
(e tender no.ELS-KZJ-187-14-01-2022)
e-Tender from the experienced
Contractors are invited by the
undersigened for the following works.

PUB/0037

SI.No.:-1, Tender No. & date:-
C/E. 221/ELS/KZJ/2021-22/187
dt.14-01-2022 (e tender no. ELS-KZJ-
187-14-01-2022), Description of
work:- Conversion of brake rigging of
WAG-9 locomotives from TBU/PBU
brake rigging to conventional type
brake rigging of ELS/KZJ -Qty-6 loco
sets, Tender Value(Rs):- 74,72,255/-
(Including GST), EMD (Rs):-
1,49,500/-, Cost of Tender form
(Rs):- Nil, Completion period:- 12
months (At firm's premises), Date &
time of closing & opening:-
11.02.2022 15.00 hrs & 11.02.2022
15.15hrs.

1. Tender Conditions/other particulars
are available in the Tender documents of
IREPS website at www.ireps.gov.in.

2. All the prospective tenderers are
requested to remit EMD through online
paymentonly.

Submission of tender document
: Through IREPS website at
www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer,

DIPR/C/524/2022 Raj-MES

A0055 ELS, Kazipet

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,

Please visit website at
http://www.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

e, GOVERMMENT OF HARYAMNA BT Te o1 e ) [en o Wipar

SR. NAME OF NAME OF WORK OPENING DATE AMOUNT/ WEBSITE OF NODAL OFFI-
No. BOARD/ NOTICE TENDER CLOSING DATE | EMD (APPROX.)| THE BOARD | CER/CONTACT
CORPJAUTH (TIME) IN RUPEES | CORP/AUTH | DETAILS/EMAIL
1 MUNICIPAL CONSTRUCTION OF WALKING 14.01.2022 30.72 LACS https://etenders. 8851125640
CORPORATION | TRACK IN NAVADA STADIUM IN | 25 01.2022 hry.nic.in
MANESAR MC MANESAR+ 1 NOS. WORKS
6958/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

pb SOWVERMMENT OF HARYARLA, )= 5] el e ) Deed o Sl

SR.| NAME OF BOARD/ NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING DATE | AMOUNT/EMD | WEBSITE OF NODAL
NO. CORP./AUTH CLOSING DATE | (APPROX.) IN THE BOARD OFFICER/CONTACT
(TIME) RUPEES CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
1. MUNICIPAL CONST. OF PUBLIC TOILET AT AMBEDKAR| 13.01.2022 | 18.09 LACS | www.etenders. xenmcrohtak @
CORPORATION PARK JHAJJAR CHUNGI, ROHTAK + 1 OTHER| 21.01.2022 hry.nic.in gmail.com
ROHTAK WORK
2. MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT WORKS IN GMS| 14.01.2022 51 LACS | www.etenders. xenmcrohtak @
CORPORATION | SECTOR-3, WARD NO. 9, ROHTAK + 6| 21.01.2022 hry.nic.in gmail.com
ROHTAK OTHER WORK
6953/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

S e a iy S g el g i PO P TERNIDER NOTHCE e 3

SR.| NAME OF BOARD/ NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING DATE | AMOUNT/EMD | WEBSITE OF
NO. CORP/AUTH CLOSING DATE | (APPROX.)IN [ THE BOARD | OFFICER/CONTACT
(TIME) RUPEES CORP/AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
1. | THE BALLABGARH. | CONVERSION OF DIESEL GENERATING SET| 16.01.2022 50000/~ www.vitaindia. 9968604725
COOP. MILK 500 KVA ON DUAL FUEL SYSTEM (PNG| 25.01.2022 org.in vitablb @ gmail.com
PRODCUERS &DIESEL)ALONG WITH LAYING GAS PIPE LINE
UNION LTD 50MM NB WITH GAS TRAIN ON TURN KEY
BASIS AS PER SPECIFICATION
2. | THE BALLABGARH. | ALLOTMENT OF VITA MILK BOOTH AT| 15.01.2022 50000/~ www.vitaindia. 9968604725
COOP. MILK PROD- | SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE GOVT. MED-| 22.01.2022 org.in vitablb @ gmail.com
CUERS UNION LTD | ICAL COLLEGE, CHHAINSA (FARIDABAD)
6955/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

OPEMING |
DATE AMOUNT [ EMD
o8, HAME OF 'WEESITE OF THE BOARD: RODAL BFFICER CORTACT
Mo. | BOARD/CORR.{ALTH e o L e ELS"E#E"E W;mﬂm CORP.JALITH DETATLG/EMAIL
g |
. COWSTRUCTION OF MAAING AATTFLOOD SYSTEM & RAEING OF | CLOSTG DATE | . _— SISE0EAME
: Vi ENTRY FLOCA LEVEL AT 01 S ) SAW UM, DRLKOTE iy | UV MpHIAE | i epsichhulsBgrllon
. SUPPLY AND SPAEADING OF CRUSHED GRAVEL AMDr 200 1K SWITCH | CLOS3NG DATE pez ! s s 14 G
4 st AR FIR 7 1O BAYS 60 CA AT 33 K 5STH. BABAIL PAIPAT oz | SIS | PERSUEEGSRAACT | nsiuntenmalgomalon
3 i PARKING SPED & LAYIS OF PAVER BLOCES AT CIVISIONAL STORE | CLOSMGDWTE | o o AL LAl TR 14EER
; IHAIRE HOLNE b bl senchalssTiizk Egrailon
FRATAIEENG ALUMINELM ERATITAON & FLOGSTNG MAT 1N THE DFFICE | CLUSTG DATE | , T B
: Vi F YEN 0P 51 HT, 2 D0VR4 UHBYH THTAK 1B 0L20E i bt il ErEh Tk S o
SUPPLY ARD SPAEADING OF CRUSHED GRAVEL AMD 200 IR BWITCH | CLOSING DATE | g ; e R 1SEEL
2 T | ¥ARDFORZ HO BNV ANDCEAT TGV SSTH. SCMPANPAT | peniansz | US| SlEMASRRAEN | oinearal pgmailcn
: ERECTION A4D DIEMANTLEVENT CF LINES OF ELECTRICAL LABOUR | CLDSMGDWTE | 50 T TP R
d vhe VRS LPTE 11 K A5 5L08-STATION EQLESMENT 09,02 2032 1 L WA 41 iy a5
. - . ; : 7 ELDSTG DATE ; ST T
7 HEN ARIOLS CIVILINDAKS AT 0P S DIVISION UK SDRZAT 0 a0t ASILALS I | Pl
B CORSTRUCTION OF PARKING SHED TH FRONT OF 500 (07 B | CLOENG DATE. | i i S
B e wemowsmm | mnow | WS | weetmmin | sssomtszgnalon
ssnne FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
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CHANDIGARH
AAP movesHC
against mayoral

poll result

Chandigarh: The AAP's
Mayoral candidate, Anju
Katyal, along with two
others councilors, have
moved the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, chal-
lenging the Chandigarh
Mayoral poll results. The
matter will come up for
hearing before the High
Court on January 19. The
petitioners — Anju Katyal,
Prem Lata and Ram
Chander Yadav — have
sought directions from
the court to declare the
election results for
Chandigarh Mayor’s post
illegal, and also directions
to the State Election
Commissioner, Municipal
Corporation, and other
officials to hold fresh elec-
tions for the post.  ENS

NEW DELHI
NCPCR seeks
actiononfatwas

New Delhi: The National
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights has asked
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment to “examine” and
“investigate” fatwas by the
Darul Uloom Deoband on
education, adoption and
otherissuesrelated to chil-
dren, saying many of the
Islamic seminary's rulings
arein contraventionof the
Juvenile Justice Act. The
NCPCR letter, sent to
District Magistrate
Sahranpuraswellastothe
UP Chief Secretary and
DGP, is based on a com-
plaint it received against
the Darul Uloom
Deoband’s website and
“unlawful and misleading
fatwas” being issued by
them. ENS

TRIPURA
Sinjuredinclash
over killingcow

Agartala: Five people, in-
cluding a BSF trooper,
were injured in a clash
between BSF personnel
and villagers over the
slaughter of a cow in
Sepahijala district, police
said. They said the clash
erupted at Tukkar
Chowmuhani village in
Matinagar, 50 km from
Agartala, after some vil-
lagers allegedly slaugh-
tered a cow in an open
field. The BSF trooper was
admitted to the Govind
Ballabh Pant (GBP)
Hospital in Agartala. The
other injured were dis-
charged after treatment
atalocal hospital, the po-

lice added. ENS
KERALA
Pinarayiurged to

freeze SilverLine

Thiruvananthapuram: A
group of development
professionals and writers,
some of them known for
their Left leanings, has
urged Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
to put on hold his govern-
ment's decision to proceed
with the SilverLine high-
speed rail corridor project.
Inanopenletter, the signa-
tories said citizens have the
right to know about the
project before it is given a
go-ahead. They under-
lined as areas of concern
the state’s fragile public fi-
nance and increasing eco-
logical vulnerability. ENS

KERALA

Local goon kills youth, goes to police station with body

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 17

ALOCAL criminal in Kottayam ab-
ducted a youth, thrashed him to
death, and then carried his body
to the police station where he
confessed to his crime, police said.
The accused, identified as Jomon
Jose, 40, has been arrested.
According to police, Jose, a
history-sheeter, abducted Shan
Babu, 19, from his home in
Vimalagiri, Kottayam, at about
9.30 pm on Sunday. Jose and a
few others came in an auto-rick-
shaw and forcibly took Shan
away, said police. Shan's mother,
Thressiamma, said she filed a

HATE APP CASE

police complaint at 1.30 am,
Monday.

Hours later, at 3.30 am, Jose
reportedly turned up at
Kottayam East Police Station, in
the heart of the city, with the
youth's body. He left the body
outside, woke up the policemen
on duty, and told them he had
killed the youth, police said.

On November 29 last year,
Jose was charged under the
Kerala Anti-Social Activities
(Prevention) Act (KAAPA) and
banned from entering Kottayam
district for one year. However, he
moved an appeal before the
KAAPA advisory board, saying
that he was the only earning
member in his family. The board
ruled in his favour, said Kottayam

Arrested trio could be
involved with earlier
app too: cops to court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 17

THE MUMBAI police on
Monday told a local court that
based on their prima facie in-
vestigation, it appears that the
three accused arrested in a hate
app case were also involved in
asimilar app earlier. The earlier
app was operational on the
open-source platform Github
till July 2021, and also targeted
Muslim women.

Police said this while oppos-
ing the bail application of the
three accused before the Bandra
Magistrate court.

The court heard the argu-
ments by lawyers of the three
accused and posted the matter
for Tuesday when it is likely to
pass on order on the bail appli-
cations.

Shweta Singh (18), Mayank
Rawat (21) and Vishal Jha (21)
are the three accused arrested
by the Mumbai police in con-
nection with the hate app.
Earlier, Jha and Rawat tested

positive for coronavius infection
and were being treated at a
Covid care centre in the Kalina
area.

Opposing their bail applica-
tion, the Mumbai police also
said the trio were in touch with
each other through Twitter and
Instagram groups. They used
VPN accounts which showed
their location to be outside the
country.

The police said that Twitter
had, in the past, deleted social
media accounts used by the
three accused over some of the
content posted by them.
Claiming that the accused used
Twitter handles with Sikh
names to target Muslim
women, the police said they-
were trying to find out the rea-
son behind the same.

Arguing for Jha, advocate
Shivam Deshmukh said he had
not created the app and his role
was limited to only using
Twitter handles connected to
the app. He further argued that
his client had no criminal an-
tecedents.

Tamil Nadu teen who went
missing in 2020 found with
man she met on Instagram

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JANUARY 17

A MINOR girl who went missing
from avillage in Dharmapuri dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu in October
2020 was found living with her
35-year-old male friend whom
she met through Instagram aftera
massive search by state police in-
volving visits to multiple states
and examination of CCTV footage
at several locations.

The police said the two man-
aged to evade the search teams
until last week when they were fi-
nally caught in Vellore. A police
team took the girl into custody on
Saturday and arrested her friend
- afitness trainer allegedly in-
volved in several theft cases.

Deputy Superintendent of
Police S Vinodh said the girl's fa-
ther had filed a missing person
case in October 2020. “She was
16 then. The case stated that her
male friend had kidnapped her.
But we had no clue about their
whereabouts for a long time as
they left no evidence. She be-
friended him through Instagram
but she never used the cell-
phone again after she left home.
The only evidence was CCTV
footage of him taking her in a
motorcycle when she went
missing,” the DSP said.

“Tracing his journey with

the girl on a motorcycle, our po-
lice teams visited Bangalore,
Telangana and Kerala. But we
were always a day or two late as
he kept moving from one place
to another,” Vinodh said.

As there was no progress in
the probe, the girl's father filed
a petition in Madras High
Court. The court was briefed
about the complex nature of
the case, he said.

The police hoped to track
him through his Aadhaar. They
were hopeful that he would
have to use the identity paper to
take a new cell number. “That
was when we got information
that he had opened a new ac-
count with ICICI Bank in Tirupati
(Andhra Pradesh). But we
missed him again as he left
Tirupati before we reached
there,” Vinodh said.

Finally, they got a crucial tip-
off that the two were in
Telangana's Ranga Reddy dis-
trict. A police team, headed by
Sub Inspector Sundaramoorthy,
visited the place but got to know
that the two had left for Chennai
a day before. “The police
launched a massive search oper-
ation. About 150 people were
questioned, and CCTV footage of
several locations were examined
before they were taken into cus-
tody from Vellore on Saturday,”
Vinodh said.

Centre cites Covid-19 risk, tells SC
can’t let plea to allow Parsi last rites

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

CITING RISK of transmission of
coronavirus, the Centre has told
Supreme Court that it will not be
permissible to alter the standard
operating procedure (SOP)for dis-
posal of bodies of Covid-19 vic-
tims to allow the Parsi way of dis-
posing their dead, which is by
letting corpses decay in the open.

The Union Health Ministry
said this in an affidavit filed in the
top court.

The affidavit was filed in re-
sponse toa plea by the Surat Parsi
Panchayat Board, seeking permis-
sion to perform ‘Dokhmenashini’,
or last rites in Dokhmas of its

Why letting
bodies decay
@ isrisky

ACCORDING TO scientific
evidence, the virus can
survive on a dead body,
in bodily fluids, secre-
tions and moist cells of
the body for up to nine
days, according to the af-
fidavit filed by the Centre
in the apex court.

members who died due to Covid
19,as per their religious practices.
The ministry pointed out that it
had, in consultation with the

Indian Council for Medical
Research (ICMR), issued guide-
lines for disposal of bodies of
Covid-positive persons.

“The basic element of these
guidelines is that the dead body
will be fully covered and not ex-
posed sothat people who are han-
dling the dead body, which may
or may not include family mem-
bers, must not come in contact
with bodily fluids or secretions,”
it said. “A dead body will be con-
sidered as an inanimate surface
and secretions from orifices will
carry infected cells and will re-
main smeared on the body sur-
faces after death,” the affidavit
pointed out. The plea was filed
against the July 23, 2021 judg-
ment of Gujarat High Court.

Superintendent of Police (SP)
ShilpaD.

“After the KAAPA advisory
board lifted his externment,
Jose returned to the district
early this month. But he had
lost his associates to rival gangs.
He committed the crime to ter-
rorise his rivals and regain lost
ground,” said the SP.

“He abducted Shan to get de-
tails of his rival gang, as he sus-
pected that Shan was close to ri-
val gang leader Sooryan. He
assaulted Shan and brought him
to the police station; he claimed
that he did not want to kill him.
Shan had lost consciousness. We
are investigating whether Shan
was involved in any case; we
haven’t come across anything so

far,” said the SP.

The victim’'s mother,
Thressiamma, alleged police lax-
ity in tracking down her son.
“After my son was abducted, I
complained to the police at 1.30
am on Monday. They promised
to find him and assured that
nothing would happen to him...
Why is the government allow-
ing such criminals to move
freely? Will the government give
back my son,” she said.

Thiruvanchoor
Radhakrishnan, Congress MLA
from Kottayam and former state
home minister, blamed the po-
lice for the incident. “He (Jose)
should have been detained for
at least six months as per
Section 3 of KAAPA. Instead, po-

lice invoked only Section 15 of
KAAPA, which envisages that a
criminal should be kept away
from a particular location (in
this case Kottayam district) for a
year. There is a serious lapse on
the part of the Intelligence wing
of the police, which failed to
monitor the criminal on his re-
turn,” he said.

Opposition leader V D
Satheesan said the incident re-
flected the law-and-order situa-
tion in Kerala. “Goons and crim-
inals are roaming freely as police
are controlled by CPI(M) area
committees. The government is
harbouring criminals; the sole
responsibility for the current sit-
uation lies with Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan,” he said.

MEN VERSUS BULL — THE TAME STORY

Bull tamers attempt to subdue a charging bull during Alanganallur Jallikattu, in Madurai on
Monday. Around 700 bulls were released into the arena, and around 300 tamers, who had
registered online to participate, sought to tame the bulls at the event. The owner of the bull
best at dodging and the best tamer at the competition won a car each. P11

Ujjain: Houses of 3 selling
banned kite string razed
day after woman’s death

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, JANUARY 17

UJJAIN DISTRICT administration
has demolished three “illegal”
houses, days after police booked
their owners for selling banned
Chinese kite string. The demoli-
tion was carried out at short no-
tice on Sunday, a day after Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
took note of the death of a 20-
year-old woman and ordered
strict action against those selling
the “deadly kite strings”.

Although links between the
owners of the demolished houses
and the death were not immedi-
ately clear, district authorities said
the demolition was aimed at stop-
pingsale of the banned kite string.

“We had circulated orders pro-
hibiting sale of Chinese kite string
but it could not stop the sale.
Thereafter, going by the quantity
seized and the fact that two out of
three had previous history, we de-
cided to take stringent action and
their houses were demolished as
acoercive actiontostop sale of the
banned kite string,” Ujjain
Collector Ashish Singh told The
Indian Express.

The immediate trigger ap-
peared to be the death of Neha
Aanjna, a college student, on
Saturday. Neha was riding a two-
wheeler, with her sister sitting pil-
lion, over a flyover when a stray
kite string got entangled around
her neck. She fell off the two-
wheeler, bleeding profusely, said
aneyewitness. She was takentoa
hospital but could not be saved.

According to her uncle
Mahesh Aanjna, Neha aspired to

Demolition was carried out allegedly at short notice on Sunday

become an IPS officer. From a vil-
lage in Ujjain’s Mahidpur tehsil,
she lived with her aunt to pursue
higher studies.

The same day Chief Minister
Chouhan tweeted about the death
and ordered the district adminis-
tration to take action against those
selling the banned kite string.

Aday later, the houses of Abdul
Jabbar, Vijay Bhavsare and Ritik
Jadhavwere demolished, allegedly
within hours of receiving “back-
dated” notices. While Jabbar was
booked under Section 188 on
January 3, Bhavsare and Jadhav
werebooked onJanuary 12and 13
for selling the banned kite string.

While Jabbar lived in Top
Khana locality, Bhavsare and
Jadhav lived in Shashtri Nagar and
Indore Gate localities, respectively.

Jabbar’s son Mohammad
Zubair said a notice was handed
over, saying their house was ille-
gally constructed and to stop fur-
ther action they have to furnish
relevant papers. “My mother, who
isilliterate, was handed the notice,

backdated toJanuary 12.. Within
an hour of the notice, three vans
of police along with JCB machines
arrived and began demolishing
our house. When we objected,
they asked us to sit quietly or we
would be booked under NSA.”
“When my father was de-
tained, I told the police that we
had bought the kite string from a
wholesaler called Narendra Jain
but the police after bringing him
infor 15 minutes, let him go with-
outany action,” Zubair alleged.
City SP Pallavi Shukla, who
oversaw the demolition of Jabbar’s
house, said the houses wererazed
as they were found to be illegal by
the administration. When asked
why the wholesaler, who sold the
string toZubair and others, was not
booked, she said, “A search was
conducted ... but nothing was
found during the search.”
Meanwhile, Congress MLA Arif
Masood haswritten to state Home
Minister Narottam Mishra de-
manding the arrest of main sup-
plier of the kite string VirendraJain.

SC upholds
NCLAT orderto
wind up Devas

Fraud of a huge magnitude that can’t
be brushed under carpet, says court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
upheld the National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
order winding up Devas (Digitally
Enhanced Video and Audio
Services) Multimedia Private
Limited, whichinassociation with
ISRO's space arm Antrix
Corporation aimed to deliver
video, multimedia and informa-
tion services via satellite to mobile
receivers in vehicles and mobile
phones across India.

The court stated thatitisa case
of “fraud of a huge magnitude
which cannot be brushed under
the carpet, as a private lis (suit)”.

A bench of Justices Hemant
Guptaand V Ramasubramanian
dismissed the appeal filed by
Devas. The court stated that the
“finding of the Tribunal, (a) that
a public largesse was doled out
in favour of Devas, in contraven-
tion of the public policy in India;
(b) that Devas enticed
Antrix/ISRO to enter into an MoU
followed by an Agreement by
promising to provide something
that was not in existence at that
time and which did not come
into existence even later; (c) that
the licenses and approvals were
for completely different services;
and (d) that the services offered
were not within the scope of
SATCOM Policy etc. are actually
borne out by records”.

Writing for the bench, Justice
Ramasubramanian said, “If the
seeds of the commercial rela-
tionship between Antrix and
Devas were a product of fraud
perpetrated by Devas, every part
of the plant that grew out of
those seeds, such as the
Agreement, the disputes, arbitral
awards, etc,, are all infected with
the poison of fraud”.

The National Company Law
Tribunal had ordered winding up

of Devas on May 25,2021 ona pe-
tition by Antrix. This was affirmed
by NCLAT on September 8, 2021.

In arbitral proceedings, the
International Chamber of
Commerce (ICC) Arbitral Tribunal
passed anaward on September 9,
2015 directing Antrix to pay Devas
$562.5 million with simple inter-
estat 18% per annum.

Devas contended initsappeal
before SC that the actual motive
behind Antrix seeking winding up
of Devas was to deprive Devas of
the ICC Tribunal award, and that
itwould send awrong message to
international investors.

Theapex court said it found no
merit in the argument.

The judgement said that “a
product of fraud is in conflict with
the public policy of any country
including India. The basic notions
of morality and justice are always
in conflict with fraud and hence
the motive behind the action
brought by the victim of fraud can
never stand as an impediment.”

The top court said it does not
know if the action of Antrix in
seeking winding up of Devas may
send a wrong message to the
community of investors, but
added that “allowing Devas and
its shareholders to reap benefits
of their fraudulent action may
nevertheless send another wrong
message... that by adopting
fraudulent means and by bring-
ing into India an investment in a
sumof Rs 579 crore, the investors
can hope to get tens of thousands
of crores, even after siphoning off
Rs488 crore”.

Devas had managed to bring
investment of Rs 579 crore into
India, but Rs 488 crore was later
taken outside the country for set-
ting up subsidiary in the US.

The apex court did not agree
with Devas's submission that the
FIR by CBIfor offences punishable
under Section 420, read with
Section 120BIPC, has not yet been
taken to its logical end.

TRIBAL OUTFIT SUSPENDS PROTEST STIR

20 protesters detained under
Arunachal UAPA released

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA, JANUARY 17

THE LOCAL administration in the
state capital region on Monday
released 20 people detained un-
der the Arunachal Pradesh
Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act, 2014

The detention was made on
Friday during a 36-hour bandh
called by the All Nyishi Youth
Association (ANYA),ayouth out-
fit representing the state’s Nyishi
tribe, at the state’s capital region,
including Itanagar, Nagarlagun
and adjoining areas.

On Monday, ANYA leaders
said they have suspended a
planned 48-hour strike in the
capital region in protest, de-
manding release of their de-
tained members.

Addressing the media on
Monday evening, Capital Deputy
Collector Talo Potom said youths
should discuss problems with
the government instead of car-
rying out bandhs. “Sometimes
we don’t know things (issues at
stake), and bandh calls are is-
sued,” he said. “The public suf-
fers (as a result) more than the
administration. Bandh calls are
unconstitutional. No one should

entertain bandh calls.”

He appealed people to coop-
erate with the administration to
avoid hassles such as blocking
internet services and other
means of communication.

Reacting to the release of
ANYA supporters and leaders,
the organisation’s general secre-
tary, Bengia Tada, told The Indian
Express that the 48-hour bandh
called by them in protest has
been suspended. “Our support-
ers were released. We will de-
cide our next court of action in
our executive body meeting
later,” he said.

While releasing the de-
tainees, Potom said they will not
participate in bandhs in future
and will work for development
of the society.

Earlier, in a video that
emerged on social media, Potom,
surrounded by the soon-to-be-
released detainees, was heard
purportedly saying: “We ob-
served wisdom, strength of mind
and positive mindset among
them during interaction. We
hope they will develop Nyishi so-
ciety ahead and wouldn't partic-
ipate in bandhs. In future, they
will not participate in strike; they
promised they will do good work
for the society...”

Marital rape: Centre seeks time to formulate stand

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

THE CENTRE on Monday told the
Delhi High Court that it would
need some time to formulate and
put a clear stand on marital rape
before it in response to the case
challenging Exception 2 in IPC
Section 375 that protects men,
who have forced non-consensual
sexual intercourse with their
wives, from criminal prosecution
under Section 376 IPC.

“We have to formulate our
stand and place a considerate
stand before your lordships.
Considering thatitisa2015 matter,
if yourlordships cangrantusarea-
sonable time. This might need alit-
tle consultation,” submitted
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta be-
fore the division bench of Justices

RajivShakdher and CHari Shankar.
Mebhta had last week made a
similar request before the court,
which has decided to continue
withhearing the argumentsinthe
case. The court has been hearing
the matter, which has remained
pending for many years now,ona
daily basis since last week. The
Centreinits earlier response, filed
in2017,had opposed the petitions.
Inresponse to Mehta’s submis-
sions Monday, the court said since
argumentsinthe case havestarted,
itwould like to conclude the mat-
ter. However, Mehta submitted
that filing of “a less discussed or
consulted stand” by the govern-
ment may not be appropriate.
“Wewillallowall other counsel
tofinishwhichwill give youalittle
more time. Let me finishwithwhat
thecounselwhoareready, letthem
argue whatever has to be argued,

you come back, we will then de-
cide how much time to give you
then,” the court told Mehta. “Ina
matter like this, they [Centre] have
to in principle say ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ be-
causeif they don’'t, however much
we may deliberate, this is not go-
ing to come toanend,” it said.

Italso said that there are some
matters “forwhateverreasons”the
court ultimately decides “one way
or other” and that is how they get
resolved. Submitting that there has
tobeaconsultativeand considered
view, Mehta submitted, “In fact a
‘yes’ or ‘no’ is the end product of a
consultative process.|am seeking
areasonable time considering sev-
eral intervening factors.”

The court had last week said it
will not wait for the outcome of the
government’s “comprehensive ex-
ercise tomake amendmentsinthe
criminal laws” as that consultative

New Delhi

process would take several years.

Stating thatwhat “may appear
to be marital rape” to a wife “may
not appear so to others”, the cen-
tral government in 2017 had sub-
mitted that striking down the ex-
ception “may destabilise the
institution of marriage apart from
beingan easy tool for harassing the
husbands”. It had cited the “rising
misuse of Section 498A of IPC"—
cruelty by husband or husband’s
relative against a woman - to
show how laws dealing with vio-
lence against women can be mis-
used “for harassing the husbands”.

Senior Advocate Rajshekhar
Rao, an amicus curiae in the case,
on Monday resumed submission
of arguments in the case. Justice
Shankar asked Rao to address the
court on whether there are any
court decisions where the statute
has said that an act is not an of-

fence and same has been struck
downbythe court.“We have cases
like 377 where the act was an of-
fence, which has been struck
down...  want to know whether
we are in a tabula rasa here or is
there any precedent in the past so
that we get some guideline how
courts have looked at such a situ-
ation where the statute does not
categoriseitasa particular offence
and it has been struck down by a
court,” said Justice Shankar.
Hesaid he feelsitis not that the
“exception is carving out a differ-
ence between a married woman
and unmarried woman.... (It) is
carving out a difference between
anactof sexual intercourse, com-
mitted without the willingness or
consent of the woman, being
committed within the parame-
tersof amaritalrelationshipand a
non-marital relationship.”
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WORDLY WISE
THE PRACTICAL IMPORTANCE OF THE PRESERVATION
OF OUR FORESTS IS AUGMENTED BY THEIR RELATIONS
TO CLIMATE, SOIL AND STREAMS. — JoHN MUIR
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

YEAR OF THE JAB

Vaccination drive has achieved impressive successes. It needs to
be scaled up in poll-bound states, made more expansive

EVEN OUT OF 10 adults have received two shots of the Covid-19 vaccine. Even

though this falls short of the government’s target of inoculating all adult citizens

by the end of 2021, close to 160 crore shots being administered in a year, without

the rural-urban divide significantly holding back distribution, is no mean achieve-
ment. The country’s scientific, regulatory, and administrative agencies under the Centre and
the states, as well as the numerous vaccinators and healthcare workers in the frontlines of the
battle against the unpredictable contagion, have impressively stepped up to the challenge.
The imperative to protect lives and livelihoods demanded that every agency works on com-
pressed timelines without compromising the safety and efficacy of the shots. It wasn’t al-
ways smooth sailing. The task of double jabbing nearly 100 crore adults in a year necessi-
tated building capacities of vaccine manufacturers and surmounting the well-known
deficiencies of the country’s public health system — both remain works in progress. The co-
ordination mechanisms between the Centre and states came apart during the second wave
and, for nearly two months, the states were left to fend for themselves to secure vaccine sup-
plies. It required a course correction in June last year, on the Supreme Court’s prodding, for
the vaccination drive to gather momentum again.

Thetask that lies ahead is to ensure speedy improvement in vaccine coverage in states that
have made slow progress — Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Manipur, Andhra Pradesh, Punjab, UP
and Bihar. It's a matter of concern that three of these states — UP, Punjab and Manipur — will
be going to polls next month. As reported by this paper, an analysis by an expert panel of the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare flagged the “high vulnerability” of districts in these
states “to the emerging Covid pandemic due to the Omicron variant”. The Centre and state
governments must give utmost priority to the committee’s recommendation of scaling up
vaccinationin these high-risk areas. Predictions by epidemiologists that the Omicron-driven
surge will reach its peak in large parts of the country, including in the poll-bound states, in the
next four to six weeks should push the authorities to quicken their efforts. Though the highly
transmissible variant does cause breakthrough infections, evidence from the current surge
shows thatdouble vaccination protects people against a severe form of the disease. Therefore,
even as the country rightly intensifies its search for a stronger shield against the virus, no
time must be lost in completing the primary inoculation drive.

Reports of the National Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (NTAGI) studying
“data on mixing jabs” have raised hopes of more effective shots being added to the coun-
try’s vaccine basket. Such studies should be the first step towards expanding the ambit
of the precautionary inoculation drive — currently, only frontline workers, healthcare
professionals and people over 60 are eligible for the third dose. The NTAGI is also study-
ing the possibility of inoculating children under 15. Efforts in laboratories and conversa-
tions amongst regulatory agencies must urgently translate into making the vaccination
drive more expansive. The virus caught the country unprepared last year. No effort should
be spared to blunt the scourge this year.

FOREST FINE PRINT

State of Forest Report’s conclusion of an increase in cover should
not lead to complacency. Loss of natural forests is worrying

ORTHEBETTER part of the past 35 years, the Forest Survey of India’s State of Forest

Reports (ISFR) have been showing a steady increase in the country’s forest cover.

The 17th edition of the biennial report released last week showed that India’s forests

have increased by more than 1,500 sq km between 2019 and 2021 and 17 states have
aforest cover of more than 33 per cent. A closer reading of the report, however, shows areas
of serious concern. The country has lost more than 1,600 sq km of natural forests in this pe-
riod. The loss has been compensated by an improvement in the health of some of the pro-
tected areas and reserve forests. But a large part of the increase is due to more areas coming
under plantations, which experts rightly argue are no substitute for natural forests when it
comes to providing critical ecological services.

In 2017, the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) slotted all plantations, other than
oil palm trees, inits definition of forests. The classification attracted much criticism and more
than 200 scientific bodies, conservation agencies and NGOs shot off an open letter urging
the FAO to “change how it defines forests”. Plantations are typically composed of even-aged
trees of the same species. Such monocultures do have economic value and limited utility as
carbon sinks. But they cannot be compared to natural forests in harbouring biodiversity or
aiding pollination or as sources of water bodies. The loss of more than 1,000 sq km of natu-
ral forests in the Northeast, is, therefore, worrying. The ISFR attributes this loss to natural
calamities as well as anthropogenic activities such as shifting agriculture, developmental ac-
tivities, and the felling of trees. This could have a bearing on the health of aquifers in the re-
gion, where water scarcity is already a serious problem. The loss in the forest cover of some
of the tiger reserves, including the Sunderbans, should also be a cause for concern.

The FAO has clarified that its definition of forests is an aid to data gathering and should not
be seen as a conservation yardstick or as an indicator of ecosystem health. This caveat has
not been totally lost on the authors of the latest ISFR. Policymakers should do well to read
the report’s fine print and not be lulled into complacency by the report’s general conclusion
of anincrease in the country’s net forest area.

DANCE LIKE A MAN

Through his art, Birju Maharaj told stories, blurred gender lines,
created a parallel universe

AM KO PAKDO. Kathak mein sam tumhara ghar hai (Catch the first beat of the time

cycle.InKathak, that's home),” the exacting guru in Pandit Birju Maharaj would say

to his students. And when there was a mistake, he’d get up and go back to the ba-

sics — with that first lesson in tatkaar (footwork). With his hands held together in
front, he’d begin, slowly raising the tempo, until his ghungroo and feet blurred together and
he seemed to be in a parallel universe. And just when you least expected it, he was back to
sam. The artist who inspired generations of men and women to take up Kathak, a temple
dance form that thrived when it moved to the Mughal courts, passed away on Monday due
to Covid and kidney complications at 83.

Maharaj began dancing when he was about four. His father, Achhan Maharaj, who was
from the famed Kalka-Bindadin family of Lucknow, began his training at home. He was just
about finding his feet, when his father passed away. But the precision in the footwork was his
father’s gift. And the world of Braj and that of Krishna was his own, where he would be Radha
trying to entice his beloved. Maharaj didn’t care about gender roles as he presented the sen-
suality and eroticism of Shringaar Ras. Male dancers have moved more towards Veer (hero-
ism) Ras, among others that were seen as more male-oriented. Birju Maharaj created his
own kathas (stories) and looked at social issues through dance.

When Satyajit Ray wanted to depict the world of Nawab Wajid Ali Shah in his film Shatranj
ke Khiladi, he asked Birju Maharaj to deliver a piece that belonged to 19th century Awadh.
Maharaj created the gentle, bhaav-oriented “Kanha main tose haari”. In a five-minute piece,
Maharaj gave the crux of his world to the audience through the bandish, a world where the
first beat of that time cycle began at home.

N

Verdict that acquits former bishop is based ona
regressive reading of rape law

FrLavia

GNES

AREADING OF the elaborate 289-page judg-
ment delivered by additional sessions judge,
Kottayam, G Gopakumar, acquitting rape ac-
cused Franco Mulakkal, former Bishop of
Jalandhar diocese, makes it seem that time
has stood still since the infamous Mathura
judgment in 1978 (Tukaram And Anr vs State
OfMaharashtra, AIR 1979 SC 185), which trig-
gered the women’s movement in India. In
that case, the Supreme Court had acquitted
two policemen who had raped a 16-year-old
tribal girl in a police station on the ground
that there were no marks of injury on her
body and hence she had consented.

During the last 40 years, sustained cam-
paigns by women’s organisations have re-
sulted in significant changes in the rape law.
The latest of these was the amendments
brought about in 2013, following the brutal
gangrape and murder of the 23-year-old para-
medic in Delhiin2012.

Through these amendments, the defini-
tion of rape under Section 375 of IPC, was ex-
panded from the rigid peno-vaginal penetra-
tion to insertion of fingers, tongue or objects
into the woman’s vagina, anus, mouth, as well
as forcing the victim to touch or fondle the pe-
nis of the accused and other sexual acts. The
term “rape” itself was redefined broadly as sex-
ual assault of various types. So how can the vic-
tim/survivor be faulted for failing to use the ar-
chaic term “rape”, while describing the
humiliating sexual acts she was allegedly
forced to perform, by the accused?

From page 44 onwards, for the next 10-15
pages, the judgment puts on record the vic-
tim’s testimony that contains graphic descrip-
tions of all that she was subject to on the very
first night on May 5, 2014, including the ac-
cused forcing his penis into her mouth, ejacu-
lating on her face, inserting fingers into her
vagina. Do these acts notamount to sexual as-
sault under the amended Section 375 of IPC?
The victim then describes the other sexual acts
she was forced to perform, including anal sex,
oral sex, finger penetration, peno-vaginal pen-
etration, during subsequent sexual assaults,
each of which constitutes offences under
Section 375, IPC. Even if a single act among
these is proved — the nun alleged 13 separate

The judgment goes into
irrelevancies such as
factionalism and infighting
within the church
institutions, and holds that
the victim could have been
instigated to file a false
complaint by rivals of the
former bishop. The verdict
actually presumes that a
nun, a Mother Superior at
that, would risk her
reputation, her credibility
and her security to the extent
of filing a false complaint at
the instance of the bishop’s
rivals. It seems to swallow
the defence hypothesis
without a doubt or question.
It adds further that
‘infighting and rivalry and
group fights of the nuns, and
the desire for power, position
and control over the
congregation’ were evident in
the case.

instances of alleged rape ina span of fouryears
— the accused would be liable for punishment
under Section 376 of IPC.

Further, since it was proved that he was a
person in authority as the patron of her con-
gregation, the Missionaries of Jesus, these acts
would amount to aggravated sexual abuse as
there is an unequal power relationship be-
tween them. This is clearly brought out in the
judgment itself, that though she was the
Mother Superior of her congregation, the ac-
cused could ask her to carry his luggage and
iron his garments.

Inwhat could be read as eagerness to dis-
credit the victim, and paint her as an unreli-
able witness, the judgment fails to dwell on
these crucial ingredients of the amended
Sections 375-376 of IPC. Instead, it goes into
irrelevancies such as factionalism and in-
fighting within the church institutions, and
holds that the victim could have been insti-
gated to file a false complaint by rivals of the
former bishop. The verdict actually presumes
that a nun, a Mother Superior at that, would
risk her reputation, her credibility and her
security to the extent of filing a false com-
plaint at the instance of the bishop’s rivals. It
seems to swallow the defence hypothesis
without a doubt or question. It adds further
that “infighting and rivalry and group fights
of the nuns, and the desire for power, posi-
tionand control over the congregation” were
evident in the case.

Several pages of the judgment are devoted
toacomplaint filed by arelative of the survivor.
Though the relative subsequently testified in
court that her complaint was fake, the judg-
mentdwellsonit toestablish that the nunwas
awoman of easy virtue. When the medical re-
portrevealed rupture of her hymen, it weighs
infor the theory that it was due to herillicit re-
lationship with the husband of her relative.
Further, totally extraneous comments are
made about her anatomy, which have ab-
solutely norelevance to her complaint against
the accused. It appears that what is on trial is
her moral character and not the sexual assault
and abuse of power by the accused. This is a
clear violation of the legal stipulation that the
history of the victim cannot be used by the de-

fence to tarnish the image of the victim.

The judgment also totally disregards the
fact that the complainant is a nun under the
oath of chastity and the adverse impact the
sexual assault would have on her psyche, and
how that might explain her hesitation to di-
rectly refer to the incident of sexual abuse/rape.
For instance, in September 2016, the victim
made certain disclosures to two of her com-
panions. When she appeared to be depressed
after a retreat, they asked her the reason. The
victim then confided that she was apprehen-
sive about the arrival of the bishop in the con-
vent. “If the bishop comes, I will have to share
the bed with him,” she is quoted to have said.

When a person expresses despair that she
will “have to share the bed” with another, im-
plicitin this disclosure is the fear that it would
end in one more incident of sexual assault,
based on her past experience, and that she
does not have the capacity toresistit. Lay peo-
ple do not use technical legal terms and only
obliquely refer to sexual abuse. But the judge-
ment hasdrawnadverse conclusions from the
use of such expressions.

Itappears that the trial courtadopted a hy-
per-technical approach and applied a wholly
unrealistic standard while discarding the tes-
timony of the victim. The judgement also failed
to appreciate the constraints under which a
nun lives and the power dynamics involved in
the case. It ignored well-settled principles of
appreciation of evidence and adopted an ap-
proach that did not take into account normal
human failings.

It is interesting to note that the former
bishop has not denied any of the incidents of
sexual abuse mentioned by the victim. Though,
according to the verdict, the offences have not
been proved “beyond reasonable doubt” asre-
quired under the criminal law, can it be as-
sumed that they did not take place?

The sad part of this judgment is that it
will serve to silence hundreds of victims of
abuse by the clergy, who might have re-
ceived inspiration from this case to bring
their abusers to.

The writer is a feminist legal scholar and a
women’s rights advocate based in Mumbai
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A NATURAL PARTNERSHIP

India-Japan ties are based on a deep respect for each other

SATOSHI SUZUKI

THE YEAR 2022 marks the 70th anniversary
of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between Japan and India. The entire year will
be marked by celebratory events. Thisisan op-
portunity to reminisce, be mindful of the pres-
entand envision our future. It gives me pleas-
ure that we can celebrate the 75th anniversary
of the Independence of India and the 70th an-
niversary of Japan-India diplomatic relations
together.

Formal relations between Japan and India
beganin 1952. After the Second World War; in-
stead of signing the multilateral San Francisco
Peace Treaty, India opted for concluding a bilat-
eral peace treaty with Japan, considering that
honour and equality should be ensured for
Japan to rejoin the international community.
This is the cornerstone of our long-standing
friendship. But even before the establishment
of diplomaticrelations, the goodwill between
the people of the two countries was deeply
rooted through business, academic and cul-
tural exchanges. In 1951, when India hosted
the first Asian Games in New Delhi, it invited
Japanese athletes. This was one of the first oc-
casions where the Japanese flag was hoisted
after WWIL This experience soothed the minds
ofJapanese people who were struggling tore-
build their country. After 70 years of multi-lay-
ered exchanges, the relationship between our
two countries grew into a “Special Strategic
and Global Partnership”. Our partnership is
based onadeep respect for each other’s contri-
butions in promoting peace, stability and de-
velopmentin Asiaand beyond.lam proud that
today, especially under the leadership of both
prime ministers, we recognise each other as

For long, Japan has been the
largest ODA (Official
Development Assistance)
donor to India. One of the
most recent and ongoing
examples of our
collaboration is the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High-Speed
Rail project. Japan is also one
of the largest investors in
India. Both countries have
also promoted economic
cooperation in other
countries to enhance social
infrastructure and
connectivity.

natural partners to work together for a “Free
and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP)” and various
other globalissues.

We also have a long history of people-to-
people exchanges that can be traced back to
the sixth century. Buddhism was brought to
Japanand, in752,anIndian monk, Bodhisena,
performed the consecration ceremony for the
Great Buddha Statue at Todai-ji, whichis one of
the mostimportant temples in Japan. Fast-for-
ward to the Meiji Restoration in the late 19th
Century — Japan needed natural resources to
modernise its industry. Many Japanese trav-
elled to India to purchase cotton, iron ore, etc.
The exchanges among artists should also be
mentioned. This includes an interaction be-
tween the Nobel Laureate in literature,
Rabindranath Tagore and Okakura Tenshin, a
Japanese philosopher.

The 70thanniversary is based on the theme
“building a future for our centenary.” Thisis the
mantra that will guide us this year. The mes-
sage is that we will together create our future
and propel ourselves towards the 100th-an-
niversary landmark and beyond. I'strongly be-
lieve that the future offers enormous possibil-
ities for our partnership.

First, we, as democratic countries in Asia,
can cooperate to contribute to global peace and
prosperity. We share political, economic and
strategic interests based on the firm founda-
tions of common values and traditions. We are
continuing our efforts to build a rules-based
free and open international order. There are a
plethora of fields that we can cooperate in se-
curity issues including cyber security, outer
space and economic security.

Second, our economic relations can be fur-
ther augmented. For long, Japan has been the
largest ODA (Official Development Assistance)
donortoIndia. One of the most recentand on-
going examples of our collaboration is the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail proj-
ect.Japanis also one of the largest investors in
India. Both countries have also promoted eco-
nomic cooperation in other countries to en-
hance social infrastructure and connectivity.
Our economic partnership can further
strengthen the economy of the Indo-Pacific,as
well as the world economy.

Third, cultural exchanges including litera-
ture, movies, music, sportsand academics are
essential for our relations, enabling a better un-
derstanding. | am delighted to hear that the
number of Japanese learners is increasing in
India.Ifirmly believe that these young, ignited
minds of our countries will be the foundation
of an even stronger friendship in the future.

Despite the coronavirus pandemic, our ties
continue to flourish. Even though the number
of in-person interactions may have been im-
pacted, this in no way does this imply that our
ties have weakened. Our long history substan-
tiates that. Our common vision for the future
will never be affected. We can strengthen our
partnership even during the pandemic by util-
ising digital technology as a facilitator of new
and innovative methods to stay in touch with
each other.Iwould like to conclude by extend-
ing my best wishes for this special year 2022.
[ hope it turns out to be memorable for our
countries and people.

Thewriteris Ambassador of Japan to India
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NSA AGAINST STRIKERS

TWO DAYS BEFORE the proposed industrial
strike on January 19, atleast four state govern-
ments on began preventive arrests. In Andhra
Pradesh, six persons, deluding' state BJP pres-
ident P Chalapathi Rao and Mayor of
Visakhapatnam N S Reddy, were arrested un-
der the National Security Act. The others ar-
rested were Visakhapatnam BJP president KS
AN Gaju, CPI leader M V Bhadram and CITU
leaders P. Kashi Bushan Rao and S Gangadhar
Reddy. The Jammu and Kashmir government
arrested a large number of people including
Qazi Abdul Hahid, general secretary of Jammu
and Kashmir Panthers. A government

spokesman said that all arrangements had
been made to ensure normal work in offices
and factories.

AFTER ANTULAY

THREE DAYS AFTER she had secured the
Maharashtra Congress-ILegislature Party’s au-
thorisation to name AR Antulay’s successor as
chief minister, the Congress-I president Indira
Gandhi has failed to find a person either from
the legislature party or from outside who
would be acceptable to the defiant supporters
of the ousted chief minister as well as his op-
ponents. Till Sunday night, there was no official
word on when she would take a decision.

New Delhi

TEXTBOOK CHANGE

HISTORY AND LANGUAGE textbooks for
schools all over India will soon be revised rad-
ically.Ina collaboration with various state gov-
ernments, the Ministry of Education has be-
gun a phased programme to weed out
“undesirable textbooks” and remove matter
prejudicial to national integration and unity.
The criteria for evaluating history textbooks,
laid down by the NCERT, is, however, bound to
lead toabigger controversy than the one which
took place when texts written by well-known
historians such as Romila Thapar, Bipin
Chandra and R S Sharma were removed from
certain courses.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“A week that began with low expectations has ended with a still bleaker mood.
No one believed that three rounds of talks between the US, Russia and others

would magically resolve the Ukraine crisis.”

—THE GUARDIAN

The choice before Pakistan

Islamabad’s new national security policy acknowledges the need for change as its multiple crises
become more intense. Delhi should watch, be prepared to react positively

RAJA-MANDALA
BY C RAajA MOHAN

ONE OF THE most dangerous moments for a
regime is when it wants to change course.
When there is a significant alteration of inter-
nal or external circumstances, change becomes
an urgent necessity. But in seeking major
change, the sovereign takes considerable po-
litical risks. But not changing carries even big-
ger risks. That is the kind of moment that the
Pakistani state finds itself in today.

The dominant sentiment in the Indian
strategiccommunity is that Pakistan can never
change. Butwe do know that the only constant
in the world is change. You could argue on
when that change might occur, but not its even-
tuality. A small minority in India believes that
Delhi must actively contribute to facilitating
change in Pakistan by being generous on bilat-
eral disputes. But sceptics would say India has
noagency in shaping political outcomes across
the western border and that the impetus for
change must come from within Pakistan. Since
India’s stakes in a stable Pakistan are higher
than anyone else in the world, Delhi must pay
close attention to the internal debates within
[slamabad on the imperatives of major change
in Pakistan’s national direction.

The national security policy statement is-
sued last week by the government of Pakistan
acknowledges the need for change. But as crit-
icsinPakistaninsist, it offers no clueson howto
goaboutit. The classified version probably has
aclear strategy on how to accelerate economic
growth, build national cohesion, and revitalise
itsforeign and security policies. Butitis not vis-
ible in the public version.

The crises that Pakistan confronts today are
quite similar to those Delhi faced at the turn of
the 1990s. India’s post-Independence old eco-
nomic model wentbelly up; the era of massive
domestic political mandates yielded place to
weak coalition governments; the heartland
was caught in deep social conflicts involving
caste(mandal)and religion (kamandal); India’s
periphery was on fire from Kashmir to Tamil
Nadu and Punjab to the Northeast.

The Soviet Union, India’s best friend in the
Cold War, fell off the map and the Russian suc-
cessor was more interested in integrating with
the West. India found thatits political ties with
all other major powers — the US, Europe, China
and Japan — were underdeveloped at the end
of the Cold War. On the development front,
there were relentless external pressures for
sweeping domestic changes.

As India struggled to cope with multiple
threats to its territorial integrity, the world
wanted to see greater accountability on human
rights. Pakistan, meanwhile, was running proxy
warsinIndiaevenasitmobilised international
pressures against Delhi on Kashmir. All the ma-
jor powers agreed on the dangers of nuclear
proliferation and wanted India to roll back its
nuclear weapons programme.

Withinadecade, though, Indiawas onadif-
ferent trajectory.Its reformed economy was on
a high growth path. India was hailed as an
emerging power that would eventually be-
come the third-largest economy in the world

and a military power to reckon with. It wrig-
gled free of the international itch for Kashmir
mediation; it did not pacify all the insurgen-
cies, but got a better handle on most of them.
Delhi also cut a deal with Washington to be-
come a part of the global nuclear order onrea-
sonable terms.

This involved a series of structural economic
reforms, the recasting of foreign policy,and de-
veloping a new culture of power-sharing
within coalitions and between the Centre and
the states. Above all, itinvolved shedding many
of theideological certitudes that seemed soes-
sential for India’s existence.

India is not the only country in the
Subcontinent that transformed itself. The eco-
nomic transformation of Bangladesh hasbeen
equally impressive. At the dawn of the 1990s,
Delhi put its head down to focus on economic
transformation and manage multiple chal-
lenges confronting it. Bangladesh did much the
same since Sheikh Hasina returned to power
in2009. It then focused on economic develop-
ment, stopped support to terrorism, and im-
proved ties with the larger of its two neighbours
— India. But Pakistan chose a different path. It
ended the Cold War on a high note. Having
ousted the Soviet superpower from
Afghanistan in the late 1980s, Pakistan was
ready toapply the model of cross-border terror-
ism to shake Kashmirloose from Indiaand turn
Afghanistan into a protectorate. Supportingji-
hadi groups was seen as a low-cost strategy to
achieve Pakistan’s long-standing strategic ob-
jectives in the neighbourhood.

These grand geopolitical obsessions left lit-
tle bandwidth for the much-needed economic
modernisation of Pakistan. As aresult, itsecon-
omy in 2021 (GDP at $280 billion) is well be-
hind that of Bangladesh ($350 billion).
Islamabad, which relentlessly pursued parity
with Delhi, now finds that the Indian economy
at$3.1 trillion is more than 10 times larger than
that of Pakistan.

In the past, Pakistan had much success in
pursuing a foreign policy that not only balanced
India with the support of the West, but also
carved out a large role for itself in the Middle
East and more broadly the Muslim world.
Today, Pakistan is upset that it does not get a
call from US President Joe Biden since he has
been elected in November 2020.

Barring the United Kingdom, Pakistan’s eq-
uities in the West have steadily diminished.

Having ousted the Soviet
superpower from
Afghanistan in the late 1980s,
Pakistan was ready to apply
the model of cross-border
terrorism to shake Kashmir
loose from India and turn
Afghanistan into a
protectorate. Supporting
jihadi groups was seen as a
low-cost strategy to achieve
Pakistan’s long-standing
strategic objectives in the
neighbourhood. These grand
geopolitical obsessions left
little bandwidth for the
much-needed economic
modernisation of Pakistan.

CR Sasikumar

Although its all-weather ties with China have
gone from strength to strength, the unfolding
conflict between Washington and Beijing has
put Pakistan in an uncomfortable strategic sit-
uation. Meanwhile, it has squandered its tradi-
tionally strong ties in the Middle East with
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

Pakistan’s support for violent religious ex-
tremism has also begun to backfire. Militant
groups once seen as valuable instruments for
Pakistan have now turned against the state. A
permissive environment for terrorism has now
attracted severe financial penalties from the in-
ternational system.

Pakistan had a chance to change course in
2001, when the US intervened in Afghanistan
after the 9/11 attacks on New York and
Washington. Butit focused instead on protect-
ing the Taliban and its anti-India assets.
Pakistan’s triumph in bringing the Taliban back
has had big costs iniits relationship with the US.
Itis one thing to defeat the world’s sole super-
power, but another to endure its wrath.
Meanwhile, the Taliban is signalling it is not a
passive proxy in Pakistan’s hands.

Continuous provocations of Pakistan’s ter-
ror have seenIndia change the terms of engage-
ment with Islamabad in the last few years.
Delhi, which was prepared to make conces-
sions on Kashmir in the 1990s and 2000s, has
taken Kashmir off the table and is ready to use
military force in response to major terror at-
tacks. Delhi’s attitude towards Islamabad now
oscillates between insouciance and aggression.
Unlike in the past, the West is no longer pressur-
ing India to accommodate Pakistan on Kashmir.
The USis eager for India’s support in balancing
China in the Indo-Pacific.

All these shifts together have compelled
Pakistan torethinkits policies. Butany attempt
at change will inevitably divide the establish-
ment and produce new contradictions. It is by
no means clear if the Pakistan army is capable
of navigating them. Asits crises acquire greater
intensity, change isinevitable in Pakistan. There
is no guarantee that the change will be defini-
tiveand for the good. But if it is, Delhi should be
prepared to respond positively.

Thewriter is Visiting Research Professor at the
Institute of South Asian Studies, National
University of Singapore and contributing

editor on international affairs for
The Indian Express

Journeys of Maria Aurora Couto

Her writings reflected pluralistic underpinnings of an idealistic Indian identity

VIVEK MENEZES

AT THE age of 43, several separate factors
came together in the life of Maria Aurora
Couto, with considerable impact on the tra-
jectory of Indian literature. The late author,
who passed away at 84 on January 14, is be-
ing widely — and justifiably — eulogised as
the grande dame who reigned over the cul-
tural affairs of Goa after retiring to her hus-
band'’s ancestral home some 20 years ago.
But that is only one part of her story. Earlier
chapters are even more significant.

Those unacknowledged contributions
came after the game-changing year of 1980,
starting with Couto being awarded her doc-
torate from the Centre of French Studies at
Jawaharlal Nehru University (her thesis was
entitled Frangois Mauriac et Graham Greene:
Etudie comparée (lathéme de la humanisme re-
ligieux)). The very next month, she moved to
London with her husband Alban — an IAS of-
ficer deputed to the Commonwealth secre-
tariat to work under Shridath Ramphal —and
embarked onaremarkable journalistic career
far ahead of its time.

Right until the Coutos left again, for
Chennai in 1994, Maria, who added back her
original childhood name of Aurora two
decades ago, served as the pre-eminent cham-
pion of Indian writing in some of the most hal-
lowed literary publications of the Anglophone
west, like Times Literary Supplement and
Encounter. She also appeared regularly to talk
about books on BBC television, and wrote
vividly for readers back home in Economic and
Political Weekly and Sunday Express (where her

weekly Letter from London column was com-
missioned by Dom Moraes).

Couto’s voice in development was intrigu-
ingly different from her eventual magisterial
ex cathedra. In essays like To be Black and in
Brixton (EPW, May 9, 1981) and Voice of the
Unheard (EPW, July 11, 1981), she is veritably
Naipaulesque (but leaning to the Nobelist's
more humane brother, Shiva), as she probes
the same issues raised anew by Black Lives
Matter: “The intransigence of the young to-
wards structures of leadershipis a sign of their
understanding of their power. For them the ri-
ots presented not hope of change but an
awareness of their own capacity to affect their
circumstances and environment.”

That richly promising vein was unfortu-
nately closed after Alban Couto, ina pattern
that persisted with declining force in the fol-
lowing decades, felt that his wife should not
risk being outspoken, in this case citing their
status as diplomatic residents in the UK.
Happily, the literary criticism did continue,
with breakthroughs like the first review of
Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children for
Indian readers.

From our 2022 perspective, after many
Indian writers have written international
bestsellers, it seems almost surreal to recall
the 1980s. Our novelists weren't celebrities.
Advances were meagre. The western estab-
lishment offered mostly radio silence. In
that vacuum of attention, Couto was an in-
valuable lodestone of support, who would
argue passionately for — and just as often,

with — their books.

Here, Midnight’s Children and Parents: The
Search for Indo-British Identity (Encounter, 1982)
makes for especially fascinating reading.
Salman Rushdie had already won the Booker,
but Couto makes the case —no lessimpressive
for being wrong — that his novel fails signifi-
cantly, due to the author’s “inability to encom-
pass the contradictions in modern India”. By
this point, of course, the two were good friends,
and in 1995, the novelist’s superb The Moor’s
Last Sigh featured Aurora Zogoiby as one of its
main characters.

Couto’s culminating avatar as the cultural
eminence of Goa will be remembered for two
fine memoirs, Goa— A Daughter’s Story (2004)
and Filomena’s Journeys: A portrait ofamarriage,
afamily &aculture(2013). Unlike her best writ-
ing from London, these are easily classifiable.

As the late historian Teotonio de Souza
pointed out in his perceptive, characteristically
elliptical 2005 review in EPW, they belong to
the well-established Goan tradition of polem-
ical histories (including his own excellent 1994
Goa to Me) that weave broader analysis with
“lived experience of situations of anguish and
opportunities [that] most other sons and
daughters of Goa have gone through at differ-
ent periods and contexts of history”.

Even if the form is centuries-old, Couto’s
writing stayed singular in one crucial aspect.
Unlike other prominent examples of this genre
—including de Souza’s book and Dharmanand
Kosambi's classic Nivedan — her writing is ab-
sent of rancour. Others settled scores. She

sought to understand.

In itself, that is an impressive legacy and
tribute to Couto’s tenacity. She imbibed an ide-
alisticIndianidentity under difficult childhood
circumstances in Dharwad (where she made
lifelong friends like Shashi Deshpande and
Girish Karnad),and never backed off celebrat-
ing those pluralistic underpinnings. None of
thisis exactly unique —indeed Deshpande and
Karnad are no different — but hers was cer-
tainly an unforgettable presence, with an un-
common capacity for dazzling polyglot charm.
In later years, Couto’s focus shifted home,
where she perceived multiple threats.In 2015,
she warned that “Goa’s legendary secular
ethos” was being subverted by “ugly polarisa-
tion between Goa’s two major communities”.

Regrettably, she never regained optimism.
In what is now poignant posthumous read-
ing, Couto ended her last published essay
(Scroll.in,March 2021) with thislament: “The
darkness falls on my verandah. It is very quiet
here. I am shielded by the verdant greenery
that surrounds my house, a protective cara-
pace of peace and repose in the dwindling
light. But night brings with it the immensity
of sorrow, the grief of loss. Decades ago,
[Graham] Greene presciently said that the
human factor would notlast in our Goa, inits
villages and towns. How had he foreseen
this? lamonly glad that he is not here to wit-
ness the unbearable truth of his acuity.”

The writer is co-founder and co-curator of the
GoaArts + Literature Festival

Living with Covid,
without panic

It's time to shift from viewing the virus
asaone-time threat to seeingitasa

partof

CK MISRA

daily life

and are yet repeated over and over again,
create fatigue in people and precipitate vi-
olations. Particularly so when they impact
daily lives and livelihoods. In our obsession
with keeping people’s spirits high and get-
ting on with life, we trivialised the pan-
demic and failed to teach people to live
withit safely. We oscillate between the two
extremes of unreasonable panic and wan-
ton carelessness. The path to follow is the

ITHAS been along time since January 2020,
when the first case of Covid-19 was re-
ported in India. We've come a long way
since those early days of uncertainty, when
there was no treatment and no vaccine.
Things have changed in many ways since
then, but they do not seem to be changing
quickly enough.

Everyone is aware that the Indian gov-
ernment, the healthcare and frontline
workers and doctors have done a com-
mendable job. However, as we look back
and take stock, there are a few questions
we must ask. Have we done well? Yes.
Have we learnt our lessons well? Yes and
no. And last but not the least, have we an-
ticipated challenges well? No. We were
not the first country to bear the brunt of
the virus — and it was possible to learn
from other countries. In the first wave, for
example, we managed to keep casualties
low with the use of steroids — a lesson
that Italy had learnt the hard way and we
had learnt from them. But that is an ex-
ception rather than the rule. One can ar-
gue that we had meagre resources in
terms of health infrastructure and while
no one can ramp this up overnight, one
can certainly look at prudent optimal util-
isation. Facing a third wave now, we may
need to act differently.

Despite good intentions and efforts,
there were multiple times when we did not
act swiftly despite adequate, reasonably
accurate information available on what
was headed our way. We came up rather
short in our preparations for the second
wave, whether we choose to admit it or
not. Our vaccination related decisions al-
ways followed, and were taken, post the
rising number of cases. This was the case
before the second wave, when we tiptoed
around with the vaccine against a raging
super-cyclone or now with the vaccination
decision on “precaution” doses. Policy and
interventions have not had areality check.
Our interventions do not always match up
to the changing on-ground situation, even
though we are up against a virus that is a
nimble operator and has already seen so
many mutations.

Let uslook at the evidence. Only masks
and lockdowns have been conclusively
proven to slow down transmission. Why
this predilection of many states then with
night and weekend curfews? If they were
indeed effective — and given the number
of times we have taken recourse to them —
we should by now have generated enough
data to defend or junk them. Our policies
and actions have to be flexible and adjust
to the changing face of the pandemic.

We should not resort to the same steps
just so it appears we are doing. Responses
that do not make any material difference,

middle one, and each state government
should take a call on this based on their
ground realities.

Even from an implementation perspec-
tive, night curfews mabke little sense. After
all, how many late-night winter gatherings
happen? If we can implement a curfew,
would it not be easier to control gatherings
rather than impose blanket restrictions
that will inconvenience all and rob daily
wagers of their daily bread? There are
many who still refuse to wear masks, and
are a threat to others and should be treated
accordingly. We need to curb violations
and not necessarily movement. But let us
also pause for a while to think about why
people are violating the rules. Where is our
communication strategy?

We need to accept that we are way past
the stage of containment and the need of
the hour is mitigation. Instead of shoulder-
ing the entire responsibility, the govern-
ment should shift the onus of keeping the
pandemic at bay to the people but be pre-
pared to step in when people need medical
help. To do that the narrative has to change.
The tone of communication has to be less
patronising — we need to bring in a novelty
of approach to get people to listen. If there
was ever a time for innovative public health
communication, itis now. We need to pub-
licise the science — only what is proven be-
yond doubt.

We also need to recalibrate our testing
strategy in line with changing realities. Or at
least debate whether itis still “test, testand
test”. We have done phenomenal work on
vaccinations and 150 crore is a good num-
ber. This is the time to build on it. Full cov-
erage (the second dose) is still some dis-
tance away in India while some countries
are providing a fourth dose. There is enough
vaccine availability. Why are we moving so
slowly on boosters? We need to make them
available for all and create an enabling pol-
icy environment so that people protect
themselves and the government does not
even have to pay.

The last couple of years have shown us
that pandemic control decisions are criti-
cal. We really need to debate if now is the
time to think of a policy de-control. Many
epidemics end either with the disease be-
ing eradicated or the disease becoming en-
demic. We now know that we have to
adapt to living alongside Covid-19, and we
need to shift from viewing it as a one-time
threat that defines society to seeing it as a
part of everyday life. Vaccines are reassur-
ing in preventing severe cases and will
help in normalising life. And that is what
we should aim for.

The writer is former secretary, Government
of India and founder and co-lead,
Partnerships for Impact

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

MIXED LEGACY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A Virat
captaincy’ (IE, January 17). Virat Kohli
was India’s most pampered skipper
who had a deciding role right from se-
lection of the team to the way he
utilised them on the field such as by
changing established batting order.
He utilised the freedom to build a
strong team but he also made his
players unsure of their selection.
Rohit Sharma had to wait for a long
time before he started as an opener in
Tests and Ravichandran Ashwin had
to siton the bench for an entire series.
His far too aggressive style of leader-
ship on the field was awesome but
lacked grace and mature tempera-
ment. His irresponsible outburst on
the stump mic due to the rejection of
his appeal after review provided the
last straw.

Y G Chouksey, Pune

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A Virat
captaincy’ (IE, January 17). Under Virat
Kohli’s aggressive brand of captaincy,
the one feature which stood out the
most and gave handsome dividends to
team India was "self-belief". The bowl-
ing unit got its due under him, playing
acrucial role in India’s wins. Moreover,
even Virat’s batting continued to
bloom irrespective of the captaincy's
pressure. True to his style, Virat took
the call to step down, living life on his
own terms. It will be difficult to fill his
big boots.

Vijai Pant, Hempur

HATE AND POWER
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Tighten the
Net'(IE, January 6). While one cannot dis-
agree with Meeran Chadha Borwankar's
views, I believe it deals with symptoms,
rather than the malady. When the hate
campaign, invarious forms, is overtly and
covertly being promoted by central min-
isters themselves, with the other arms of
the state toeing the line, how effective will
the FIR-investigation-conviction-punish-
mentcycle be in curing the malady? The
only way is not to send the hate mongers
to the seats of power ever again.
Sukumar Damle, Delhi

CRYPTO VALUE

THISREFERSTO the article, ‘In the garb of
crypto’ (IE, January 17). The votaries of the
third generation of the internet or Web
3.0 perceive the future of the internet as
more decentralised, and the entire digi-
tal ecosystem more transparent and
democratic. The whole idea is to free up
digital assets from the cronies of Web 2.0,
asthey have captured the entire internet
experience in collusion with other actors.
Cryptocurrencies functions with an un-
derlying blockchain network, where,
from minting new coins to exchanging
them for a good or service is recorded in
adecentralised ledger througha consen-
sus mechanism. The value of exchange is
estimated through the demand and sup-
ply dynamics, very much like any other
fiat currency, but it is immune to ineffi-
ciencies of a monetary policy.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Barasat

New Delhi
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Ukrainian former
president Petro
Poroshenko in Kyiv on
Monday. Reuters

UKRAINE
Ex-president
landsinKyivto

facetreasoncase

UKRAINE'S FORMER
President Petro Poroshenko
landed in Kyiv on Monday
to face treason charges in a
case he says was trumped
up by allies of his successor,
President  Volodymyr
Zelenskiy. In a brief stand-
off at border control after
arriving on a flight from
Warsaw, he accused the
border guards of taking
away his passport. He later
emerged toacrowd of flag-
waving supporters outside
the airport. Poroshenko’s
returnsets upashowdown
with Zelenskiy's govern-
ment in what critics say is
an ill-judged distraction at
a time when Ukraine is
bracing for a possible
Russian military offensive
and appealing to Western
allies for support. REUTERS

SWEDEN
Probeintodrone
sightings over 3

nuclear plants

SWEDEN'S DOMESTIC se-
curity agency said Monday
ithastakenover the prelim-
inary investigation into
drones that last week were
seen hovering over or near
the country’s three nuclear
power plants. At first, police
said there had been drones
over two nuclear plants —

Forsmark, north of
Stockholm, and
Oscarshamn in the south-

east. The intelligence serv-
ice, known by its Swedish
acronym SAPO, said adrone
also was reported over a
third nuclear power facility,
Ringhals, which is the
largest of them and sits on
the country’s western coast.
Police have no suspects. AP

NORTH KOREA
Short-range
missilesfiredin
4thlaunchthisyr
NORTH KOREA fired two
suspected ballistic missiles
into the sea Monday in its
fourth weapons launch this
month, South Korea’s mili-
tary said, with the apparent
goal of demonstrating its
military might amid paused
diplomacy with the United
States and pandemic border
closures. South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff said the North
likely fired two short-range
ballistic missiles from an
area in Sunan, the location
of Pyongyang’s interna-
tional airport. The missiles
were launched four
minutes apart Monday
morning. AP

‘T.AS LUMINARIAS FEST BACK AFTER PANDEMIC BREAK

A man rides his horse through flames during the annual “Luminarias” celebration on the eve of Saint Anthony’s day, Spain’s
patron saint of animals, in the village of San Bartolome de Pinares, northwest of Madrid, Spain, on Sunday. About a hundred
horses jumped through bonfires in a purification ceremony during the festival, which was held for the first time since the
start of the Covid-19 pandemic. It was cancelled last year because of pandemic restrictions. “This comes from thousands of
years ago. So that animals did not get unwell, the old priests would bless them with fires so that they would jump and be
purified,” said Fermin Abad, 64, a local resident. Reuters

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM

China’s Xi rejects ‘Cold War
mentality’, pushes cooperation

JAMEY KEATEN
GENEVA, JANUARY 17

CHINESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinping
called Monday for greater world
cooperation against Covid-19
and pledged to send an addi-
tional 1 billion doses of vaccine
to other countries, while urging
other powers to discard a “Cold-
War mentality” at a time of ris-
ing geopolitical tensions — a
veiled swipe at the United States.

The Chinese leader touted his
country’s efforts to share vaccines,
fight climate change and promote
developmentathome and abroad
as he delivered the opening
speech of a virtual gathering
hosted by the World Economic
Forum. The online event is being
heldin place of its annual January
meeting in Davos, Switzerland,
because of health concerns linked
to the coronavirus pandemic.

He touched on standard
themes from his previous talks to
international audiences, includ-
ing responding to complaints by
China’s trading partners by prom-

Chinese President Xi Jinping delivers a keynote address for the
2022 World Economic Forum virtual session, on Monday. AP

ising to openits state-dominated
economy wider to private and
foreign competition.

“We need to discard Cold
War mentality and seek peace-
ful coexistence and win-win
outcomes. Our world today is far
from being tranquil,” said Xi,
through a translator.
“Protectionism and unilateral-
ism can protect no one. They ul-
timately hurt the interests of
others as well as one’s own. Even
worse are the practices of hege-
mony and bullying, which run
counter to the tide of history.

On MLK Day, Yellen
says US economy is
unfair to Black people

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ATLANTA, JANUARY 17

THE US economy “has never
worked fairly for Black Americans
— or, really, for any American of
colour”, US Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen said ina speech deliv-
ered Monday, one of many by na-
tional leaders acknowledging un-
met needs for racial equality on
Martin Luther King Day.

Monday would have been the
93rd birthday of the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr., who was just 39
whenhewasassassinated in 1968
in Memphis, Tennessee.

US Treasury
Secretary
Janet Yellen

“He knew that economic in-
justice was bound upin the larger
injustice he fought against. From
Reconstruction, to Jim Crow, to the
present day, our economy has
never worked fairly for Black
Americans — or, really, for any
Americanof colour,” Yellen saidin
remarks at the Rev. Al Sharpton’s
National Action Network break-
fastin Washington.

“A zero-sum approach that
enlargesone’sown gain at the ex-
pense of others will not help,” he
added. “The right way forward for
humanity is peaceful develop-
mentand win-win cooperation.”

Xi, who hasn’t left China
since the coronavirus emerged
in early 2020, said China had al-
ready sent abroad more than 2
billion doses of its Covid-19 vac-
cines and plans to provide an ad-
ditional 1 billion, including a do-
nation of 600 million doses to
Africa and an extra 150 million
to Southeast Asia. AP

TWO TEENAGERS DETAINED IN BRITAIN IN CONNECTION WITH THE HOSTAGE-TAKING IN TEXAS

China’s birth
rate drops to
record low in 21

REUTERS
BEIJING, JANUARY 17

MAINLAND CHINA'S birth rate
dropped to a record low in 2021,
datashowed Monday, extending
adownward trend thatled Beijing
last year to begin allowing cou-
ples to have up to three children.

China scrapped its decades-
old one-child policy in 2016, re-
placing it with a two-child limit
to try to avoid the economic risks
from arapidly aging population,
but the high cost of urban living
has deterred couples from hav-
ing more children.

The 2021 rate of 7.52 births per
1,000 people was the lowest since
1949, when the National Statistics
Bureau began collating the data,
adding further pressure on offi-
cials to encourage more births.

The natural growth rate of
China’s population was only
0.034% for 2021, the lowest since
1960. “The demographic chal-
lenge is well known but the
speed of population aging is
clearly faster than expected,” said
Zhiwei Zhang, chief economist at
Pinpoint Asset management.
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THOUSANDS LOSE POWER AMID WINTER STORM

= A strongwinter storm left thousands without electricity across nine states in the US. As of
Monday morning, 200,000 customers from Georgia to New York were without power: In the
S South, where some states dedlared emergency; some areas had received more than nine inches of
snow, while parts of South Carolina had up to a half-inch of ice, the National Weather Service said.

FLU RE-EMERGES IN CONTINENT

Europe faces threat of
prolonged ‘twindemic’

FRANCESCO GUARASCIO
BRUSSELS, JANUARY 17

INFLUENZA HAS returned to
Europe at a faster-than-expected
rate this winter after almost dis-
appearing last year, raising con-
cerns about a prolonged
“twindemic” with Covid-19
amid some doubts about the ef-
fectiveness of flu vaccines.

Lockdowns, mask-wearing
and social distancing that have
become the normin Europe dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic
knocked out flu last winter, tem-
porarily eradicating a virus that
globally kills about 650,000 a
year, according to EU figures.

But that has now changed as
countries adopt less strict meas-
ures to fight Covid-19 due to
widespread vaccination.

Since mid-December, flu
viruses have been circulating in
Europe at a higher-than-expected
rate, the European Centre for
Disease prevention and Control
(ECDC) reported this month.

In December, the number of
flu cases in European intensive
care units (ICU) rose steadily to
peakat43inthe last week of the
year, ECDC and World Health
Organization data show.

That is well below pre-pan-
demic levels — with weekly flu
cases in ICUs peaking at over
400 at the same stage in 2018,
for example.

Butitis a bigincrease on last
year, when there was only one
flu case inan ICU in the whole of
December, data show.

The return of the virus could
be the start of an unusually long
fluseason that could stretch well
into the summer, the ECDC's top
expert on influenza Pasi
Penttinen told Reuters.

“If we start to lift all meas-
ures, the big concern [ have for
influenza is that, because we
have had such a long time of al-
most no circulation in the
European population, maybe we
will shift away from normal sea-
sonal patterns,” he said.

He said dismantling restric-
tive measures in the spring could
prolong the circulation of flu far
beyond the normal end of the
European season in May.

In France, three regions — in-
cluding the Paris region — are fac-
ing a flu epidemic, according to
data published by the French
health ministry last week. Others
are in a pre-epidemic phase.

Ataprotestin Paris on Saturday against Covid restrictions. Reuters
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EVEN THOUGH the flu out-

break in Europe this year is
not yet at the levels it usu-
ally got to in pre-Covid pan-
demic times, the uptick in
influenza cases is worrying
experts who fear it could
put even more pressure on
the already stretched health
care systems in European
countries. Further compli-
cating matters, the domi-
nant flu strain circulating
this year appears so far to
be the H3, which usually
causes the most severe
cases among the elderly.

This season, France has so far
recorded 72 serious cases of flu,
with six deaths.

Penttinen said it was too early
to make a final assessment of flu
vaccines because alarger number
ofill patients was needed for real-
world analyses. Butlab tests show
the vaccines available this year “are
not going to be optimal” against
H3 strain, which appears tobe the
dominant flu strain this year.

That is largely because there
was very little or novirus circulat-
ing when the vaccines’ composi-
tionwasdecided lastyear, making
itharder for vaccine makersto pre-
dict which strain would be domi-
nant in the coming flu season.

Fluvaccines are adapted every
year to make them as effective as
possible against ever-changing flu
viruses. Their composition is de-
cided six months before the flu
season kicks in, based on circula-
tion of viruses in the opposite
hemisphere. REUTERS

BEIJING: SHOPPER'S
OMICRON CASE DRAWS
NATIONALATTENTION

Beijing: A26-year-old woman
inChina’s capital Beijing who
contracted the Omicron strain
of Covid-19 has drawn na-
tional attention on social me-
dia for her shopping trips.The
woman, who has not been
identified by name, report-
edlyvisited high-end shopsin
the city before showing
symptoms of having the virus.
Her present condition hasn’t
been made public. The
woman’s case was widely dis-
cussed online and reflects the
government's painstaking ef-
fortstotrackdownand isolate
every virus case, along with
identifying and testing any-
one an infected person may
have beenin contact with. AP

MONTHLY FINES FOR
UNVACCINATED OLDER
PEOPLE IN GREECE

Athens: Greece on Monday
imposed a vaccination man-
date for people over age 60,as
coverage remains below the
European Union average and
arecentspike ininfections has
sustained pressure on hospi-
tals. Older people failing to get
vaccinated will face penalties,
startingata50-euro($57)fine
in Jan and followed by a
monthly fine of 100 euros
($114) after that. About two-
thirds of Greece’s population
is currently fully vaccinated.
The rate of death and hospi-
talisations has increased fol-
lowing the recent spread of
the omicron variant. AP

Rabbi says he, 2 hostages escaped synagogue standoff

JAKE BLEIBERG
& ERICTUCKER
COLLEYVILLE, JANUARY 17

THE RABBI of a Texas synagogue
said Monday that he threw a chair
at the gunman and then escaped
with two other hostages aftera 10-
hour standoff, crediting past secu-
rity training for getting himself and
his congregation out safely.

Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walker
told “CBS Mornings” thathe let the
gunman in Saturday because he
appeared to need shelter. He said
the man was not threatening or
suspicious at first. Later, he heard
agun click as he was praying.

Another man held hostage,
Jeffrey R. Cohen, described the
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At the Congregation Beth Israel synagogue in Colleyville,

Texas, on Sunday. AP

ordeal on Facebook.

“First of all, we escaped. We
weren't released or freed,”
Cohen said.

Cohen said the men worked

COMMUNICATIONS LINES TO THE COUNTRY WERE SEVERED AFTER THE ERUPTION

In Volcano’s wake, agonising wait for news from Tonga

NATASHAFROST
JANUARY 17

TWO DAYS after a colossal vol-
canic eruption spawned a
tsunami that struck theisland na-
tion of Tonga, severed communi-
cation lines left Tongans around
the world waiting anxiously for
news of their loved ones, while aid
agencies and the country’s Pacific
neighbors struggled to assess the
scale of the damage.

On Saturday night, an under-
seavolcano about 40 miles north
of Tonga’s main island belched
ash, gas and steam more than 12
miles into the air, creating a
cloud of sulfur dioxide over the
region, sending particles drifting

across the island and disabling a
crucial submarine internet cable.
It was believed to be the largest
volcanic eruption in three
decades, with the shock wave
travelling thousands of miles.
Hours later, Tonga, a country
of around 100,000 people, was
pummelled by a tsunami. Waves
of up to four feet hit Nuku'alofa,

Animage on
social media
showed the
eruption of the
volcano Hunga
Tonga-Hunga
Ha’apai. Reuters

theTongan capital. Footage shared
in the final moments before the
internet connection was cut
showed people running inland,
searching desperately for higher
ground in a very flat country.

The volcano, Hunga Tonga-
Hunga Ha'apai, erupted again on
Monday but did not trigger a
tsunami warning.

Fatafehi Fakafanua, the
speaker of the Legislative
Assembly of Tonga, was able to
send out a message on social
media on Monday, describing
the tsunami’s impact as “devas-
tating” and noting that the fall of
volcanic ash had affected many
areas of the country.

“The full extent of the harm
tolives and property is currently
unknown,” he said. “What we do
know is that Tonga needs imme-
diate assistance to provide its cit-
izens with fresh drinking water
and food.”

The loss of most communi-
cations, as well as alingering ash
cloud that had reached some
63,000 feet high, have made it
difficult for the outside world to

get a picture of the situation in
Tonga. Both Australia and New
Zealand sent surveillance flights
to the country on Monday but
had yet to detail what they saw.
That left thousands of over-
seas Tongans to make do with
piecemeal videos shared through
theisland’s few satellite links.
Siniva Valu Filise, who lives in
Wales, is worried about her par-
ents, 73 and 66, whose home is
on the western side of Tonga.
Afriend with a connection to
the Tongan military was able to
briefly confirm that her parents
were safe, she said. But she is un-
sure about their access to clean
drinking water and food after the
eruption left the layer of ash
across the country. NYT

to keep the gunman engaged.
They talked to the gunman, he
lectured them. At one point as
the situation devolved, Cohen
said the gunman told them to get

on their knees. Cohen recalled
rearing up in his chair and slowly
moving his head and mouthing
no”. As the gunman moved to
sit back down, Cohen said
Cytron-Walker yelled to run.
“The exit wasn't too far away,”
Cytron-Walker said. “I told them
to go. I threw a chair at the gun-
man, and I headed for the door.
And all three of us were able to get
outwith evenashot being fired.”
Authorities identified the
hostage-taker as 44-year-old
British national, Malik Faisal
Akram, who was killed Saturday
night after the last hostages ran
out of Congregation Beth Israel
around 9 pm.
The FBIon Sunday nightissued
a statement calling the ordeal “a

terrorism-related matter,inwhich
the Jewish community was tar-
geted” and said the Joint Terrorism
Task Force is investigating.

Akram could be heard ranting
on a Facebook livestream of the
services and demanding the re-
lease of Aafia Siddiqui, a Pakistani
neuroscientist suspected of hav-
ing ties to al-Qaida who was con-
victed of trying to kill US Army of-
ficers in Afghanistan.

The investigation stretched to
England, where late Sunday police
in Manchester announced that
two teenagers were in custody in
connection with the standoff.
Greater Manchester Police
tweeted that counter-terror offi-
cers made the arrests but did not
sayif they faced any charges. AP

Britain to freeze BBC funding,
consider future of hcence fee

REUTERS
LONDON, JANUARY 17

BRITAIN SAID on Monday it
would freeze funding for the BBC
for two years and begin a debate
on whether a universal licence
fee should continue in the mod-
ern television age, drawing
Opposition complaints of “cul-
tural vandalism”.

Culture Secretary Nadine
Dorries told the parliament that
the corporation, at the heart of
Britain’s cultural life, needed to
become a simpler, leaner organ-
isation ata time when the British
public were facing rising energy
and tax bills.

Dorries said the tax on all tel-
evision-owning households that

New Delhi

funds the broadcaster would be
frozen at 159 pounds ($217) a
year until 2024, before it can rise
inline with inflation for the next
four years.

Dorries said the new licence
spending settlement would give
the BBC around 3.7 billion
pounds. However analysts have
said a below-inflation budget
will force the corporation to cut
services.

The BBC, home to David
Attenborough’s natural history

The BBC clashed recently
with the UK government,
with ministers accusing
it of failing to provide
impartial news. Reuters

programmes and entertainment
shows like Strictly Come
Dancing, has clashed in recent
years with Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s government, with
ministers accusing it of failing to
provide impartial news.

Lucy Powell, the Opposition
Labour spokeswoman for cul-
ture, told Parliament that the
funding freeze was an attack on
one of the biggest institutionsin
British public life, and accused
Dorries of “cultural vandalism”.
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TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE
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Always Ahead

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

The Ravidassias of Punjab

The postponement of the Punjab elections will allow Ravidassias to travel to Varanasi for Guru Ravidas
Jayanti. Why is it important for all political parties to woo this community and its largest dera?

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR, JANUARY 17

THE POSTPONEMENT of the Assembly elec-
tions in Punjab to February 20 underlines the
importance of the Ravidassia community in
the state. Several political parties had urged the
Election Commission for a postponement as
the earlier date of February 14 would have
clashed with Guru Ravidas Jayanti, an annual
occasion during which Ravidassias travel to
Varanasiin large numbers. Many of them take
a special train organised by the Dera
Sachkhand BallaninJalandhar, the largest dera
of the Ravidassias.

Inevery election over the last two decades,
political parties have made mindful of the large
numbers of the Ravidassia community and
the influence of the Dera Sachkhand Ballan,
and have made an effort to woo them.

Who are the Ravidassias?

The Ravidassias are a Dalit community of
whom the bulk — nearly 12 lakh — live in the
Doaba region. The Dera Sachkhand Ballan,
theirlargest dera with 201akh followers world-
wide, was founded in the early 20th century
by Baba Sant Pipal Das. Once closely connected
with Sikhism, the dera severed these decades-
old ties in 2010, and announced they would
follow the Ravidassia religion.

The deramade the announcement on Guru
Ravidas Jayanti in Varanasi. Guru Ravidas was
a mystic poet saint of the Bhakti Movement
fromthe 15th and 16th centuries,and founded
the Ravidassia religion. From 2010, the Dera
Sachkhand Ballan started replacing the Guru
Granth Sahib with its own Granth, Amritbani,
carrying 200 hymns of Guru Ravidas, in
Ravidassia temples and gurdwaras.

How was the Dera Sachkhand Ballan
established?

Its founder, Baba Sant Pipal Das, was origi-
nally Harnam Das from Gill Patti village in
Bathinda. When his wife died, he left home
along with his son Sarwan Das. They reached
Sarmastpur near Jalandhar, and then Ballan
village, where they settled in 1895. Dera offi-
cials said Baba Pipal Das and his son started liv-
ingunderadry pipal tree. As they watered it, it
gradually bloomed, earning the Baba the name
Sant Pipal Das. Deramembers said he was well
versed in Guru Granth Sahib bani,and began to
win followers, including those who followed
the teachings of Guru Ravidas. He went on to
establish the Dera Ballan.

Ravidassiyas prepare to board a train from Jalandhar to Varanasi in 2020, an annual
trip organised by Dera Sachkhand Ballan on Guru Ravidas Jayanti. Anju Agnihotri Chaba
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After the death of Sant Pipal Das, his son
Sant Sarwan Das headed the dera from 1928
to 1972. There have been three more heads
since, none chosen by heredity.

The third leader, Sant Hari Das, born at
Garhavillage of Jalandhar, spent his entire life
at Dera Ballan. The next dera head (1982-94),
SantGarib Das from Jalbhe village in Jalandhar,
also spent his life at the dera, where he im-
pressed Sant Sarwan Das. The current head,
Sant Niranjan Das, born on January 5, 1942 at
Ramdaspur village in Jalandhar, is the son of a
couple who were devotees of Sant Pipal Das
and who offered their son to Sant Sarwan Das,
who gave him the name “Hawaigar” for the
speed at which he performed his duties.

What s the significance of Guru Ravidas
Jayanti?

During his tenure, Sant Sarwan Das under-
took the work of establishinga memorial tem-
pleinVaranasi. Afteridentifying the birthplace
of Guru Ravidas at Seer Goverdhanpur village
near Banaras Hindu University, the dera bought
land there. The foundation stone for a temple
was laid in 1965, and its first phase completed
in 1970. NRI followers too contributed funds.

Several followers from Ballan started visit-
ingthe temple and, over time, it became a prac-
tice toobserve Guru Ravidas Jayanti in Varanasi.
Gradually, the derain Ballan became the largest
dera of the Ravidassias. Since 2000, the Dera
Sachkhand Ballan has been taking followers

on the Begampura Train from Jalandhar to
Varanasi on Guru Ravidas Jayanti every year.

How significant is the dera politically?

Punjab has thousands of deras, small and
big. Because of the numbers these command,
political leaders having been visiting them for
the last several elections. These include the
Dera Sachkhand Ballan, where party leaders
have visited and met its head.

The Dera Sachkhand Ballan has never
openly supported any political party, but wel-
comed every visiting political leader. Visitors
this time have included Punjab Chief Minister
Charanyjit Singh Channi (Congress), Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal (AAP), Punjab Congress pres-
ident Navjot Singh Sidhu, Akali Dal chief
Sukhbir Badal, and senior BJP leaders.

Of the dera’s 20lakh followers worldwide,
around 15 lakh live in Punjab, mostly in the
Doaba region that has 23 Assembly seats (out
of Punjab’s 117). Around 32% of Punjab’s pop-
ulation comprises Dalits, whose concentration
is highest in Doaba at 37% (19.48 lakh Dalits
out of aregional population of 52.08 lakh). And
61%(11.88lakh)of Doaba’s Dalits belong to the
Ravidassia community. Doaba has hundreds
of deras, besides Dera Sachkhand Ballan.

Thatexplains representations made to the
Election Commission by several political par-
ties seeking a postponement of the elections
onaccountof GuruRavidas Jayanti. CM Channi,
who had written to the ECl seeking postpone-

ment, is a Dalit Sikh from the Ramdassia com-
munity, and his elevation had lifted all Dalit
groups including Ravidassias.

How assertive are the Ravidassias?

They have been very assertive since 2009,
following a deadly attack by fundamentalists
on Shri GuruRavidas Temple in Vienna on May
24 that year. Around 400 devotees had gath-
ered forareligious service when the attackers
struck, killing the Dera Sachkhand Ballan’s then
second-in-command, Sant Ramanand, andin-
juring 30 including dera head Niranjan Das.
The alleged attackers were reportedly affili-
ated to a gurdwara in Vienna.

The Viennaattack triggered riots in Doaba,
mainly in Jalandhar, where curfew was
clamped for 15 days. The fissureit caused inre-
lations between Sikhs and Ravidassias led to
the dera severing its ties with Sikhism and an-
nouncing they would follow the Ravidassiare-
ligion. Ravidassias have demanded a separate
column for their religion in the 2021 Census.

After the Vienna attack, Ravidassia singers
composed special songs centred on their com-
munity and religion so that people of the com-
munity could play them at their events instead
of playing songs composed by upper caste Jat
Sikhs. Last year, Jat Sikhs for the first time ob-
served Guru Ravidas Jayanti together with
Ravidassias, because it was important for both
communities to stick together during the
protest against the Centre’s three farm laws.

Aafia Siddiqui, Pak woman linked to Texas terror

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

MALIK FAISAL Akram, the British national who
was killed during a standoff with United States
federal agents in a synagogue in Fort Worth,
Texas, where he had taken a rabbi and three
others hostage on Saturday, was “singularly fo-
cused ononeissue”,and had demanded to see
awoman who is serving a jail term in the US,
according to law enforcement officials.

US media have reported that Akram was
likely referring to Aafia Siddiqui, a highly edu-
cated Pakistani neuroscientist convicted on
terrorism chargesin 2010. Siddiquiisinafed-
eral prison forwomen located less than40 km
from the site where Akram was killed. He had
claimed he and the woman he wanted to meet
would be “going to jannah after he sees her”,
the Texas Department of Public Safety has said.

‘Lady al-Qaeda’
Siddiqui, who was at one time described
as the “most wanted woman in the world” and

“Lady al-Qaeda”, has been a motivating figure
for Islamists for years.

In 2014, the Islamic State made separate of-
fers to release journalist James Foley and an
American woman — later identified as Kayla
Mueller —in return for Siddiqui's freedom. The
Taliban and Hagqani network tried to trade the
US military deserter Bowe Bergdahl for her.

Siddiqui, now 49, was born in Karachi and
studied in the US in the 1990s. She was trained
atMIT,and earned a PhD in neuroscience from
Brandeis University in Massachusettsin 2001.

In 2002, according to the FBI, she opened a

post office box in the name of Pakistani al-
Qaeda suspect Majid Khan, whois currently at
the Guantanamo Bay detention facility.

Ina profile published in 2010, The New York
Times reported that Siddiqui married her sec-
ond husband Ammar al-Baluchi, a nephew of
9/11 conspirator and Daniel Pearl’s murderer
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and himself one of
the financiers of the 9/11 attacks, in Pakistan
in 2003, and then disappeared out of sight for
about five years. Both Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed and Ammar al-Baluchi are being
held at the Guantanamo Bay facility.

Siddiqui was arrested in Ghazni,
Afghanistan, in July 2008, and was allegedly
found in possession of handwritten notes ona
“mass casualty attack” at multiple sites in New
York City, as well as on building “dirty bombs”
and chemical and biological weapons. At an
Afghan police station, she allegedly snatched a
rifle and fired at US Army and FBI officials. She
did not hit anyone, but was herself shot in the
abdomen by the officials.

On February 3, 2010, Siddiqui was con-
victed on seven counts, including an attempt to

murder Americans. She was sentenced to 86
yearsin prison,and is slated for release in 2082
when she would be 110 years old.

‘Pak’s daughter’

The trial — and subsequent conviction — of
Siddiqui greatly exercised Pakistanis. The NYT
reported at the time that “she has become a
national symbol of honour and victimisation so
potent that politicians of all stripes, Islamists,
the news media and an increasingly anti-
American public have all lined up to champion
her claim of innocence”.

Then Pakistan Prime Minister YousafRaza
Gilani described her as a “daughter of the na-
tion”,and then opposition leader Nawaz Sharif
declared he would do all that he could to se-
cure her release.

The Pakistan government extended legal
assistance to Siddiqui,and her sister, Dr Fauzia
Siddiqui, a neurologist who studied and taught
atJohns Hopkins University, led a high-profile
public campaign in her favour. Pakistani me-
diadescribed her trial as a farce. Thiswas atime
of peak anti-Americanism in Pakistan.

How the Centre chooses the tableaux for the Republic Day parade

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee wrote to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday saying she was “pro-
foundly shocked” that West Bengal’s
tableau for the Republic Day parade “was
rejected without assigning any reasons or
justifications”.

She mentioned that the tableau com-
memorated the contributions of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose and the INA on his
125th birth anniversary year.

Earlier, Kerala officials had said the
state’s proposed tableau featuring Sree
Narayana Guru too had been rejected.

While the government is yet to an-
nounce the final list of tableaux selected for
the parade, sources said there would be 21
— 12 from states and Union Territories, and
nine from central government departments
or independent institutions.

Officials of the Defence Ministry, which
is responsible for the parade and is the co-
ordinating body for the tableaux, said that

the selection is done by an expert commit-
tee, and denied that political motivations
were involved.

When does the process to decide the
tableaux start,and who can
participate?

Around September every year, the
Defence Ministry invites all states, UTs, cen-
tral government departments, and a few
constitutional authorities to participate in
the parade through tableaux.

Letters for this year’s parade went out to
80 union ministries and departments, all 36
states and UTs, and the Election
Commission and Niti Aayog on September
16, 2021. Proposals were invited by
September 27, and the process of shortlist-
ing began in the second week of October.

Are there guidelines for building the
tableaux?

The participants must showcase ele-
ments relevant to their state/UT/depart-
ment, within the overarching theme for that
year’s parade. The theme given to partici-
pants this year was India @ 75 - Freedom

West Bengal’s tableau
during the 2019
Republic Day parade.

Express Archive

struggle, Ideas @ 75, Achievements @ 75,
Actions @ 75 and Resolve @ 75.

According to Defence Ministry guide-
lines, participating entities must engage
“young qualified designers from renowned
institutions”, and have electronic display
walls for bright display of images or con-
tent, moving elements using robotics or
mechatronics, and 3D printing for certain
elements. There should be use of aug-
mented or virtual reality, and special effects
to improve optics and the visual impact.

Tableaux of two states/ UTs cannot be too
similar, and the tableaux should together

showcase the diversity of the country.

The tableaux cannot have any writing or
use of logos, except for the name of the
state/ UT/ department, which should be
written in Hindi on the front, English on the
back, and a regional language on the sides.

The Ministry also asked participants to
use eco-friendly material, and to avoid the
use of plastic or plastic-based products.

How are the tableaux selected?

The Defence Ministry constitutes an ex-
pert committee of distinguished persons
from the fields of art, culture, painting,

sculpture, music, architecture, choreogra-
phy, etc, who help in drawing up a shortlist
from the proposals.

The committee scrutinises submitted
sketches or designs, and can make sugges-
tions for modifications. The sketch s expected
tobe simple, colourful,and self-explanatory.

If a traditional dance is involved, it
should be a folk dance — and the costumes
and musical instruments should be tradi-
tional and authentic. A video of the dance
must be included with the proposal.

In the next stage, selected participants
must present three-dimensional models,
which are again examined by the expert
committee. In making the final selection, the
committee looks ata combination of factors,
including visual appeal, impact on the
masses, idea/ theme of the tableaux, degree
of detail involved, accompanying music, etc.

The committee meets for around half a
dozenrounds over a number of days, elim-
inating and shortlisting the proposals as
they go along. Only those who are short-
listed, are informed about the next round.

The letter inviting participation clarified
thateven “final selection does not guarantee

New Delhi

movement on Rajpath in the final parade, if
it has not been created in terms of the final
approved version during selection round.”

Must the tableaux be of a particular
size?

The Ministry provides each participant
with a tractor and a trailer, on which the
tableau must fit. No additional tractor or
trailer, or any other vehicle may be used.
The participant is allowed to replace the
Ministry-provided tractor or trailer with
other vehicles, but the total number should
not exceed two.

The tractor has to be camouflaged in
harmony with the tableau’s theme.
Participants can add ground elements to
some tableaux, considering the theme.

The Ministry stipulates a distance of
around 6 feet between the tractor and the
trailer for turning and manoeuvring. The di-
mensions of the trailer are 24 feet 8 inches
long by 8 feet wide, and 4 feet 2 inches high.
The trailer has a load-bearing capacity of 10
tonnes, and the tableau should not be more
than 45 feet long, 14 feet wide, and 16 feet
high from the ground.
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GURU GOBIND SINGH
INDRAPRASTHA UNIVERSITY

GURU GOBIND SINGH

(Established by the Govt. of NCT of Delhi) Sector-16 C, Dwarka, New Delhi - 110078
INDRAPRASTHA Website : www.ipu.ac.in

TENDER NOTICE FOR INVESTMENT OF CPF FUNDS

Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University intends to invest its funds of
CPF Trust approximately Rs. 17.36 Crores in fixed deposit in three spells
during the period w.e.f 19th January 2022 to 5th February 2022.
Investment of Rs. 8.81 Crores shall be finalized in the first spell on 19th
January 2022 and the details regarding remaining investment shall be
notified subsequently on the University website. Accordingly, competitive
interest rate quotations are invited from the Nationalized Banks only by
post or via Email on Email Id:- investment@ipu.ac.in. The validity of
interest rates and other detailed information may be seen on the University
website “www.ipu.ac.in” under the Head “Tenders” in Events & Notices

during the aforesaid period. (CONTROLLER OF FINANCE)
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr.PC.)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Azad S/o Mohd. Ismail R/o Nawab Ka Makan, Near Jama
Masijid, Laxmi Garden, Indrapuri Loni, Uttar Pradesh has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence

in case FIR No. 670/13 U/S 363/365/120B/34 IPC PS
Gokalpuri, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant
of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Azad
can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Azad has absconded
(or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Azad
of FIR No. 670/13 U/S 363/365/120B/34 IPC PS Gokalpuri,
Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer the
said complaint on 21.02.2022.

SEARCH FOR MISSING WOMAN

General public is hereby informed
that this woman namely Monika
Oraon Kharia W/o Roshan Oraon
R/o Kohinur Tea Garden, Jalpaiguri
Kohinoor Estate, West Bengal-
736206 Age : 29 years, Height : 5,
Complexion : Wheatish, Build :
Thin, Identification: Old burn mark
on right leg, wearing cream colour
suit, rani colour payjama and hawai
chappal in feet, has been missing
25.12.2021 from shop No. 1967, Chandni Cowk, Delhi. In
this regard DD No. 8-ADated 26.12.2021 has been lodged
at P.S. Kotwali, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this
missing woman may kindly inform to the following.

Monika Oraon Kharia
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CCS Haryana Agrim.iltuml Un|‘1.rEr5it"_|,r. Hisar
(Establizhed by Parliament Act 16 of 1370}

TENDER NOTICE
€5 Haryana Agricuttural University, Hisar [s inwiting Tendar
For fedlewing equipmentshitems =
For the purchase of follawing eguipments/items
1, Purchaza of One Fah Smaking Machne for the Coliege of Fisheries
Soenca, CLIHAL Higar
2. Purchasa of Blogas Analyaer {inclodng Inalabalian, Transpotation
charges and Taxes) for the dept. of REEE.
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GamentsCutling % TalonngSoft Toy making: Sewing machne | Sam-
Aulnmalic) wih ateessanes live meaauing lape, saam fppear, brass
handle cizsar (10°, Stream len for Drechor Estenaion Ecucalian,

For detsil infarmalion and e-lendaring schedule, pheas wisil e website
hitg:ifetandsrs.hrenicin and Univarsity wabsitn hitgofasac.in

Drate of siad al bd preparalion and submissen an 19,01 2022 (09:00
heura) and Claging on DE022022 up ko 1100 Rours Opening ol
Teohnica’ Bid om 09.02.2022 2% 11:.00 AN Cpening of Finangal Bid an
0023023 & 19.004M.

Kale: 1A vpdales, amendmants, Corrigeeda ebe. (i anylwil b posted only an
e CLE HAU Websin Torder websi . TRere wil| ral ba any pebbcationof
P A v T g Karwsaors of ey ol har i
£ lterestnd bidders areadvised fo depositbid sacurtEMD 0= or before
4B10% hrs ol exgziring dale and tima ol Bldaning sa asto galiha paymest
widtifiiad,
Director [Store & Purchass)
CCSHAL, Hisar

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E- TENDERING TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender Notice No TMC/CPOH/PRYJ/21-22/10 Date: -12.01.2022
CWM / CPOH / North Central Railway / Prayagraj for and on behalf of the
President of India, invites “Open” E-Tender on prescribed form for the following
work up to 15.00 Hrs. on 17.02.2022. The details of the Tender are
asunder:-

DP/1235/NE/2021

Karkardooma Courts, Shahdara, Delhi

By Order
Shri Nitish Kumar Sharma
Metropolitian Magistrate

E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Website: http://cbi.nic.in
Fax: 24368639,

Tel.: 24368638/24368641

SHO : P.S. Kotwali, Delhi
Tel. No. 011-23953442,
23977100, 9289815972

DP/1855/N/22

gl¥qUs IR

SrRfacis 3ifsEian 1 srfcd, Yuoiel vd ¥awedl Y#HsT, 9I6s

g4 — 0l
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HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
e-Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

1.The Executive Engineer HPPWD Jubbal Distt Shimla H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the online bids on item rate,
in electronic tendering system, in 2 Cover System for the under mentioned work from the eligible and approved contractors/Firms
registered with HPPWD Department.

Sr. Name of Work Estimated EMD Cost of Time Eligible Class
No. Cost Tender of Contractor
1 Special repair to Jubbal Kenchi to Santoshinager Road Km 0/0 to 6/0 | 14078524 | 281570 | Rs.5000/- |2 Months Class C
(SH:-Providing 30mm thick Bitumioous concrete in Km 0/0 to 6/0 )
2 Special repair to Jubbal Kenchi to Santoshinager Road Km 0/0 to 6/0 | 10604028 212100 Rs.5000/- | 2 Months Class C
(SH:C/O Balance work of Bvitumenous Macadam,Steel Crash
barriers,Edge lines,Delinators and Road Dividers etx at various RDs )

Tender document and other instructions can be downloaded or viewed online from the portal https://hptenders.gov.in by the firm/individual
registered on the website which is free of cost.
Key Dates:

07.02.2022 11:00 HRS

07.02.2022 1130 HRS upto 14.02.2022 1730 HRS
07.02.2022 1130 HRS upto 14.02.2022 1800 HRS
15-02-2022 1100 Hrs

15.02.2022 1130 HRS

Date to be announced

1. | Date of Online Publication

Document Download Start and End Date

Bid Submission Start and End Date

Physical Submission of EMD and Cost of Tender Document
Date of Technical Bid opening,

Evaluation of Technical Bid followed by Opening of Financial Bid.

S e R

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby
informed that an unidentified
male namely Buddha Rai S/o
Dil Bahadur Rai R/o Darjeeling
(West Bengal) Age : About 30
years, Height 56",
Complexion Wheatish,
Build : Thin, Face : Long,
wearing grey colour jersey and
white colour lower, was found
unconscious on 07.01.2022, he was admitted in LNJP
Hospital, Delhi, during the treatment he died. In this
regarda DD No. 45-Adated 07.01.2022 u/s 174 Cr.P.C.
has been lodged at P.S. Kashmere Gate, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this
found person may kindly inform to the following:-

SHO : P.S. Kashmere Gate, Delhi
Tel. No. 011-23968730, 9990783560

DP/1889/N/22

EARCH FOR MISSING

General public is here by informed that this
boy (depicted in the photo) namely: Suraj
S/o Nandan Das R/o H.No. 104, Shahbad
} Daulatpur, Delhi has been missing/
kidnapped since 27.11.2021 accordingly. In
this regard a FIR/DD No. 691/21 dated
27.11.2021 has been registered at
PS. Shahbad Dairy, Delhi. Sincere efforts
have been made by local police to trace
out the boy but no clue has come to light
sofar.

Executive Engineer,
Jubbal Division HPPWD, Jubbal.

6288/HP

vt it fRptEt, v wevew, =nEarn

E-mail ID:- eercdchaibasa-jhr@nic.in
QEEZ—W
g T G fhar S & 6 $9 ®rafersl g7 M3 Short E-Procurement Notice (2™ Call) E-

Tender Reference No.- RCD/CHAIBASA/14 Date : 05.01.2022 71T 31T PR 261100 (West Singhbhum) 21-22 (D)
g, 7 eraRRerd srvraer fferRad e far S & —

SNIES]
Cost of bidding document and Bid
Security shall be deposited in the office
of the The Chairman, e-procurement
cell, Room No.-330A, 3™ floor, Road
Construction Department, Jh arkhand
Mantralaya, Dhurwa, Ranchi on all
working days between 11/01/2022 to
27/01/2022 up to 12:00 Hrs either by
registered post / Speed post or by hand.
Only those applications will be
entertained whose cost of bidding
document and bid security is received

BHTD CLAUSE

1 RFP @ Introduction &
Clause 1.2.8 Deposit of
Cost of Bidding & Bid
Security, Page No- 9

gd # gl
Cost of bidding document and Bid
Security shall be deposited in the office
of the Chief Engineer
(Communication), Road Construction
Department, Dhurwa, Ranchi on all
working days between 04/09/2018 to
24/09/2018 up to 12:00 Hrs either by
registered post / Speed post or by hand.
Only those applications will be
entertained whose cost of bidding
document and bid security is received
before 12:00 Hrs on 24/09/2018. The

Authority will not be held responsible
for the postal delay, if any, in the
delivery of the document or non receipt

before 12:00 Hrs on 27/01/2022. The
Authority will not be held responsible for
the postal delay, if any, in the delivery of

Approx. [Compl-| EMD |Tender | Similar
ﬁ' Te,;]:er Name of Work | Cost etion Docum | Nature of
: : (Rs.) Period ent Work
Cost
TMC- |Repairing of Work related
CPOH-|Wheel and axle 24 to wheel and
1 PRYJ- aS§emny for|6902081.58 Momhs138100.00 5000.00 ax.le of any
1291 |Various types of railway track
22 Track Machines vehicle.
as per schedule
of work.

Date of Opening of Tender: 17.02.2022

Note:- (1) The complete information along with tender document of above E-
Tenders are available on Website www.ireps.gov.in up to 15:00 hrs. on the due
to date of tender opening. (2) Bids other than in the form of E-Bids shall not be
accepted against above tenders. For this purpose, vendors are required to get
themselves registered with IREPS website along with Digital Signature
Certificate issued by CCA under IT Act-2000. (3) Rates entered into Financial
Rate page and duly signed digitally shall be considered. Rates and any other
financial entity in any other form / letter head if attached by vendors shall be
straightway ignored and shall not be considered. (4) The tenderers Shall submit
a notarized affidavit on a non judicial stamp paper of Rs. 100/- as given in tender
document In standard format, without which their tender will not be considered
and may be rejected. (5) The supplier / contractor of goods and / or service
would be subject to GST Act and Rules as applicable from time to time. (6)
Document being attached should be signed by the tenderer on its body. (7) This
tender notice has also been uploaded on www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in. (8)
Payment of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) & Tender Document Cost (TDC) in
respect of e-tendering shall be accepted through net banking or payment
gateway only. (9) In case of any difficulty helpdesk available on the website of
IREPS may be approached. (10) Tender online can be submitted up to 15.00
hrs.on 17.02.2022 54/22 (AN

[£] North central railways | www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in @] @ CPRONCR

HiBACHAL PH.—-IJEEH STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED

samment Urderiak n_

andar Mot

F
{E-tendrring made anly)

of the same.

The Rate of Monthly Pass for local non-
commercial vehicles will be Rs. 245

> Bidding Document (RFP) Eg Page No-100 & 1011 & T ST & |
> 9y et grad e |

PR 261804 West Singhbhum *(21-22)_D

the document or non receipt of the same.
The Rate of Monthly Pass for local non-
commercial vehicles will be Rs. 275

2 Schedule-I, Page No- 67

BRI AT,
Yof~iofdo, T yHUSH, aATSATaT

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

1. The Executive Engineer, Nerchowk Division, H.P.PWD., Nerchowk H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P
invitesthe online bids on item rate in electronic tendering system in 2 cover system for the following work
from the eligible and approved Contractors/Firms registered with H.P.PWD., Department.

Sr. | Name of Work Estimated EMD Cost Eligible class | Time

No Cost of Tender | of Contractor Limit

1. | Construction of Govt. |.T.I. Balh at |Rs.9,11,24,243/-| Rs.18,22,500/- | Rs.5000/- “A&B” One &
Nerchowk Mandi, Distt. Mandi Half Year

(HP).  (SH:-Construction  of
Building potion with W.S. & S.I.,
Septic Tank, Rain water harvest-
ing system, Development of Site
and Boundary wall etc.)

2. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and bid
should be submitted online on website http://hptenders.gov.inbidder would be required to register in the web-
site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature Certificate
(DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). “Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user
ID and password for participating in e-tendering in HPPWD may obtain the same from the website:
http://hptenders.gov.in Digital signature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already pos-

His physical description is as under:-

Sex: Male, Age: 17 years, Height: 4'2"ft., Complexion: Black,
Built: Thin, Face: Round, Wearing: Black Shirt and Black
Pantand Black Shoes in Feet.

Any person is having information or clue about this missing/
kidnapped boy may kindly inform to the following:-

Website:http://cbi.nic.in

E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in

Tel. No.: 011-24368638/24368641
Fax No.: 011-24368639

SHO

P.S. Shahbad Dairy, Delhi
Ph. No.: 011-27821047
Mob. No. 7065036322
DP/1501/ON/2022

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCLUSED
See Section 82 CrP.C.

Whera as complainl has been made before me that one
accusad Yopender @ Rinku 5o Subhash Chand (@
Shapal, Bio Village-Kasan, Dslicl-Gurugram, Hangana has
Cammitled {or is suspecied bt have committad ) the offence
in case FIR Ho, 420121 wis 30234 PG & 25127 Arms Act
has been ragisterad at 5. North Rohini, Delrl 20d it has
biean relumed o a warrant of amest thersupan issued thal
the said Yogender i@ Rinku cannot be foand and whersas il
has been shown o my satisfaction that the said Yogender &
Rinku haz absconded {or is conceasng hemsalf bo avoid tha

senica of the said wamant).
Prociamation s hereby made thatthe said accused Yogender
i@ Rinku of FIR Ho. 430021 wis 30234 IPC & 25(27 Arms
Act at B3, North Rohini, Delhi is reqused (o appear batone
this Cour o answer e ssd complainl on or baione
15.03.2022. By Oedar
Manai Mallk
Meabro Palitan Magisirate
Roam Mo. 107, 1" Floar
Rehinl Courts, Dalhl

DPM256'R02022 (Court Matter)

Organic Farming Authority of Jharkhand (OFAJ)
(Department of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry
& Cooperative, Govt. of Jharkhand)

Krishi Bhawan, Kanke Road, Ranchi
www.organicjharkhand.in

Important Dates
1 | Name of Work

REQUEST FOR EMPANELMENT (RFE)
(LIMITED TENDER) FROM THE
INTERESTED CERTIFICATION
AGENCIES FOR EMPANELMENT FOR
CERTIFICATION OF HORTICULTURAL /
AGRICULTURAL CROPS AS PER
TECHNICAL GUIDELINES OF
NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR
ORGANIC PRODUCTION (NSOP) AND
ACCREDITED BY APEDA IN VARIOUS

.;_;f.u INE TEXDERS am heraby irdied on partial umiey basts. (o fat b by the sessing the digital signature issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender. i ‘ DISTRICT OF JHARKHAND
for & o behat of Maraging Dhector, HPSEE L2, Shelh4 fomtha| | 3. Key dates:- 2 | Time of Completion 3 Years

_-I-ﬂj.rn Joint womium frme! Co-pperaten Socindes of Refmd Eﬂ;b:,-.-r_r.:..‘l-F.EEE i __ 3 | Tender Form Cost Rs. 10,000.00 (Ten Thousand)

LI, barving A+Class leciical confracior from Chied Ercirical nsoocie, frtha 1 | Date of online publication 27-01-2022 at 11:30 A.M. 4 | EMD Amount Rs. 50,0000.00 (Five Lacs)

‘oiirwing work 2 | Document download start and end date 27-01-2022 at 11:30 A.M. up to 07-02-2022 at 10:30A.M. 5 | Date of Publication of tender | 15.01.2022 at 06:00 PM

By, |Terder | Dessristion of |E!hmmd Eamest|Costef Cemplebion 3 | Bid submission start and end date 27-01-2022 at 11:30 A.M. up to 07-02-2022 at 10:30A.M. on website i

MM, Wiark Coed Woniy |Tendes Patiod 4 |Date of technical bid opening 07-02-2022 at 11:30 AM. s gre Bid Mteg““g — ﬂ-g}-gggg a: g-;gOPg'MV't"U;g%Z .
Dotumenis 5 | Physical submission of original documents i/c original EMD| 07-02-2022 at 11:00 A.M. ocument Download Ferio 01i00lPM atoz 0 08.Uz. a
Inefushie & Cost of Tender documents etc. , ; - : :
GST (Mon- " 8 | Online Bid Submission Period | 17.01.2022 at 10:00 AM to 10.02.2022 at
Pahiri bl 4. Tender Details:- o 01:00 PM
ehundabin] The tender documents shall be uploaded on line in 2 cover.

1 =%t Fm..'ijnjﬁ-\,JF'c:HE.

i s, -
--E"Eh- WS HPIG &M |B5.50 550 |BS 5.

6 Moniths

*'H'-‘Eﬂ {522 MV dedicated Fendor from B2 RY S, San, noar

Eg ESD, HOSEEL, Samy, Linder Cperator G ronHPSERL Shimt,
ZE:F

Koy Datas-

1. | Dalecd caling Pullication
2. |'5iert dade and time o Bid submission

10012027
T, 2002 1l 11230 AM]

1. Enddatn and me of bid sobmission 3701202 (uptn 11:230AM)

4. | Dateandtime of opening of Tectno-Commessial | 28 01. 20222l 11:30AM)

1Bid
The'tid docurrent i meailabia onise and Eid shallba submited ool onwebeis
ipetwevnn hptandems govin. idders woukd Ba raguired W regsier in the
wileata which i3 Fea of cost. For submiesion of Gigs. Ihe biddars ar requied i
hawe ol sgralkee cefiteate (DEG] Imm ond of 178 authonzad cartiving
Aulmanty (CA), Aspiing hiddars whe bave nod oiota ned e usar 12 and passeond
far particigatng b e-tandaring m HPSEEL may chizin the samn from the weheha
mttpswwewhptanders gowln O5C & mandatony W paticipas i p-lendening
Bldders almady possnssing vabd DS issoed from aulhorzod CAs can use the
samein this endes Sd- [Er. 0.C Shandilys)

Chial Enginees, {0F) Soesth,
HPEEAL, Led,, Bhirmfed

Folfow COLID-18 Protocal

i) Cover 1: shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents Eligibility” information.

i) Cover 2: shall contain “BOQ/Financial bid” where contractor will quote his offer for each item.

5. Submission of Original Documents: The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand draft
towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security/Earnest money Deposit (EMD) and other
Technical Documents with this office as specified in key dates at Sr.No.5.failing which the bids will be
declared nonresponsive.

6. Bid opening Detail: The bid shall be opened on 07-02-2022 at 11:30 HRs in the office of Executive
Engineer, Nerchowk Division HP.PWD., Nerchowk. If the office happens to be closed on the date of
opening of the bid as specified the bid will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

7. The bid for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 90 days after the deadline
date for bid submission.

8. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for
any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bid-
ders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It
is the bidders’ responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

9. As per Govt. Notification No.PBW (B)A(3)1/2020-I dated 07.10.2021, in case the tendered amount of the
lowest bidder comes more than 5% in 1st call the negotiation can be conducted with him but the negotiat-
ed amount should remain within 5% of the amount put to tender (on market rate) and tendered amount
below 30% of the estimated cost will be summarily rejected.

Executive Engineer,
HP.PWD Division,
6303/HP Nerchowk.

HIM SUCHNA AWAM JANSAMPARK

9 | Hard Copy of Tender
Documents, EMD and Tender
Cost submission date

The hard copy of RFE documents cost
and EMD should be submitted to the
office of Directorate of Horticulture, 3rd
floor- Krishi Bhawan, Kanke Road,
Ranchi-834008 Jharkhand as on or
before 10.02.2022 up to 05.00 PM.
Please refer clause 3.1.H(iv) of RFE
document for further details

BIEE SGhL
Pl Qe 9.2 Tue.T.
ffeq, wfommEre, SRy,
TR0 PR oY §HE gudl W
ffre smfE v 1) TGP
qes 21 faAl @ st
faerem et | W 10
ol W 01 991 T 500 WU Bl
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https:/ino2hindon.kvs.ac.in IR IYcTee] %l

CHITTARANJAN

LOCOMOTIVE WORKS
CANCELLATION OF TENDER

No. PCMM/CLW/DKAE/E-Procurement/
CORRIGENDUM/22 Dated: 14.01.2022.
The following of E-Tender is cancelled,
which was for supply of materials for

manufacture of Electric Locomotive. The
Prospective/ likely suppliers are requested to
look up the website www.ireps.gov.in for
detailed instructions:- SI. No. : [53]. Tender
Notice No.: SI. No. 144 of PCMM/CLW/
Dankuni/E-Procurement/21-22/51 Dated:-
IRV Tender No.: 34/21/2948.
Tender Opening Date:20/01/2022.
REMARKS: Tender No. 34/21/2948 is
treated as cancelled.

PR5-305 PCMM/CLW/DKAE

Like us on: www.facebook.com/clwrailways

North Eastern Railway

E-Tender Notice
Opened E-tender based on Single
Packet System (Tender Notice No.
M/C&W/06/2021-22 Dt. 12.01.2022)
are invited by Divisional Rail
Manager/Mech./C&W/Varanasi/N.E.
Railway for and on behalf of President
of India for following work:-
Description of works : "Modification
in FIBA and Standardization of piping
and clamping diagram/layout of
piping for FIBA. Air Suspension
control equipment as per specification
No. MD-44121 in Rolling Stock."
Approx. Value : Rs. 20,02,061.78,
Earnest Money : Rs. 40,100.00
(Rupees Forty Thousand One
Hundred Only), Cost of Tender
Paper : Nil (Authority SGCC,
Works, July 2020 issued by Railway
Board vide Letter No. 2020/CE-I/
CT/3E/GCC/Policy New Delhi, dt.
16.07.2020, Period :- For Supply,
Installation & Commissioning- 10
Months from the dt. of issue of LOA,
Warranty Period :- Minimum
18 Months from the date of
Commissioning, Date and time of
closing of E-tender : 14.02.2022 at
14.30 Hrs. Date and time of opening
of E-tender : 14.02.2022 at 15.00 Hrs.
 Tenderers may submit their offers
online up to 14.02.2022 at 14.30
hrs. < Please go to the website
www.ireps.gov.in to see the complete
details and upload the tender.
CPRO/Mech.-68  Sr. DME/C&W/BSB

|Abouluny1 Amenity |

SMS on Mob. No. 09794845955

Do not smoke Bidi/Cigarette in train

E-Eeridur HuIEL‘ Mo b e-Tundedd ity

daled 11.01.2022. Drisipral Rarspy
Neazamger [Ergpgc ], Sorcth Enalem Fltheay,
Khiafieypis- Tor @ an ohal of o
Pmsdanl of Indkn rates s-imndar e e
Toliradng weaks Balore 15000 hea. of T
dale mankaned agore: fensond mi bo
opened al 1520 he 51 Mo, Tender
Mo, Discrigsan of woek @ (1) E-HOP-
Eagt-01-2%23, Deveinpmoni ol
e fcdchend Yask e wl B Comipade
Grid (MCGEY of Caaohig Dopol ot
Sanimmch. (1) D-EGP-East-10-2032,
Sarply, L ke and G ety ol
10 nps. of track based lubricalar
[Hptraue s dor Rhangpur Descdon
(A} EMAPHQ032I2E, Esccutan. of
new worke i iiome and plbsrrion In be
meclEny EWLChong, Sl napsar Wik
suppy ol b cing monara's, subjectin e
wpium ol ch wirk nol sxpasding
Ris. 5 00,005 ircdading ol ordnany repay
a~d mammarancs works or I'-c paricd
fia=y &1 072001 o 30022023 |kr 2
yiaa) N lhd SaCbon Parssy I"l (i} o
Hakion || ncudmg CFT Yo [Znd call|
{4} E-XGP-HO-04.2028, Eagcutan of
ez ke ackiRbore and nikrraon i e
nezdng wruchom, speco mepoor sk
sy of Braloing monara’s, subject o ho
vaua ol sach work nol sxzceading
P 5, 000 000N - sl vy bl S iy e if
ond marnanance works for ine pericd
fromt G105 208 1o 3008023 (ke 2
WO Er] i 1 Sooson Tamiuk i Oagha (2d
cal|, Toreiar Vals; T 1 47 ERAT I e

5, W 1y P RIS e (T 81 ke 3
T 4382, 757.80 (for Bl Mo, 3],
TXRIFAEET T Pnr S ko4 Earmaef

Moy T 2238000 (ar S Mo, 1),
TAGLMEN: Jlar 5t Mo Z) a6 80 o
Mo 3 T ER S0 o S Me 40 Cast
af lerdor dozumants @ 8 D lor gach
Completion pericd of the mork 3 12
irezidie Chind 1 ke, 10, 0 Monms (R S

10 | Date and Place of Technical | 11.02.2022 at 03:30 PM Mo 71 T8 months Mor 5! Mos 3 & 4
Bid Opening Chief Executive officer, “Organic farming e P2 TTEMETEY NN 3. I, !
N " L Oatn ol epening ;@ 10AG L S wach

Authority of Jharkhand”, 3rd floor Krishi : s
Bhawan, Kanke Road, Ranchi-834008 Efig s Wil TR HE S upn
Jharkh ’d ’ 1500 hre pee 1ROE2IR7, Injeresind
arkhan - - Dimechinirs rrmip Al wilsain hilp: s,
11 | Name and Address of the Dr M.S.A Mahalinga Shiva Irapa.geain, bor el catalsisesrpson
tender inviting Authority Chief Executive officer, “Organic farming rprebetion ol the Trodem snd musmi
Authority of Jharkhand”,Ranchi iheis 2425 ording. In g casa manual
12 Cfcf)ntact No. of e-procurement | 9523693676 / 8709394856 tendare bor [hose works @l 5o arcesied
officer MA:| o Biddare may regebuk
1 | Helpline No. of e- 0651-2230691 WS wae i s o in 0 participang in ol
procurement cell e gz~

Sd/-
(Dr. M.S.A. Mahalinga Shiva)
Chief Executive Officer,
OFAJ, Ranchi

PR 261819 (Agriculture) 21-22 (D)

New Delhi
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EcoNOMY
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GOLD
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=) 347,881

& 7425

& $84.54

& 361,005

Note: Gold, silver rates at Delhi spot market, gold per 10g, silver per 1 kg; Crude oil (Indian basket) as of January 14
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SECTOR WATCH
BANKING

BUILD UP TO

BUDGET
202223

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 17

AHEAD OF the Union Budget,
banks have pushed for low-
ering fixed deposit (FD)
tenure from five years to
three years for availing tax
benefits as applicable in the
case of mutual fund products
like equity-linked savings
scheme (ELSS).

On the other hand, the
Association of Mutual Funds
inIndia (AMFI) has asked the
government to allow the in-
troduction of debt-linked
saving scheme (DLSS) with
tax benefits on the lines of
five-year bank deposits.

Inits pre-Budget proposal
to the government, the
Indian Banks’ Association
(IBA), the apex body of banks
inIndia, said the five-year FD
has become less attractive.
As of now, the tax break is
available on 5-year tax-sav-
ing FD schemes of banks. A
depositor can claim income
tax deduction by investing
money in a five-year FD
scheme under Section 80C of
the IT Act, 1961.

“As compared to other fi-
nancial products (such as
ELSS)available in the market,
the tax-saver fixed deposit
(FD) has become less attrac-
tive and if the lock-in period
is reduced, this would make
the product more attractive
and provide more funds to
the banks,” the IBA said in a

Parity with ELSS
funds: IBA bats for
cutting tax-free FD
tenure to 3 years

AMFI has asked the
government to allow
introduction of debt-
linked saving scheme
with tax benefits on
thelines of 5-year
bank deposits

pre-Budget proposal submit-
ted to the government. The
lock-in period should be re-
duced to three years from the
existing five years, the IBA
said. ELSS funds come with a
lock-in period of 3 years.

Meanwhile, the AMFI has
proposed that mutual funds
should be allowed to intro-
duce low-cost, lower risk tax-
exemption-linked DLSS on
the lines of ELSS.

Inits Budget proposals for
2022-23 to the Finance
Ministry, AMFI said invest-
ment of up to Rs 1.5 lakh un-
der DLSS should be eligible
for tax benefit, subject to a
lock-in period of five years, as
in the case of tax saving bank
fixed deposits.

It also asked the govern-
ment to bring uniformity in
taxation on listed debt securi-
ties and debt MFs and bring
parity in tax treatment be-
tween MFs and unit-linked
insurance plans (ULIPs). Both
MFs and ULIPs invest in secu-
rities. Currently, ELSS qualify
for tax benefits under Section
80 CCC of the Income Tax Act
for an investment limit of up
toRs 1.5lakhinafiscal year.

It has proposed to lower
the minimum holding period
for LTCG purposes in the case
of gold and silver ETFs from
three years to one year.

REPORT OPTIMISTIC ON NEAR-TERM PROSPECTS

Omicrona ‘flashflood thana

wave’

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY 17

WHILE THE recovery thathasbeen
underway in the Indian economy
is encountering headwinds from
arapid surge in Covid cases in a
third wave marked by the rapid
transmissibility of the Omicron
variant, expectations that the vari-
ant may turn out to be more of a
“flash flood than a wave” have
brightened near-term prospects,
the RBI has said.

Mobility indicators exhibited
a sequential moderation in
January. Google mobility indices
dropped below the baseline num-
bers for retail and recreation activ-
itiesand around workplaces as of-
fices made a quick transition to
work from home protocols (up to
January 8,2022). The Apple mo-
bility index tumbled across allma-
jor cities, although it remained
above its pre-pandemic level.
Electricity generation accelerated
through January so far, reaching
pre-pandemic levels, the RBI said
inits ‘State of the economy’ report.

According to the central bank,
asthe world stepped into the new
year, the path of the recovery in
India as in the rest of the global

‘More than 100 startups with over _ssa
$1-billion valuations by 2022-end’

Inflation
@ holds key

EXPLAINED

THE RBI report noted that
there are indications that
supply chain disruptions
and shipping costs are
slowly easing, although
the waning of inflation
may take longer, which
will be keenly tracked.

economy encountered headwinds
from a rapid surge in infections
due to Omicron. “Nonetheless,
amidst upbeat consumer and
business confidence and an uptick
inbank credit, aggregate demand
conditions stay resilient, while on
the supply front, rabi sowing has
exceeded last year’s level and the
normal acreage,” the RBI said.
Manufacturing and several
categories of services remaininex-
pansion, it said. “Overall economic
activity in India remains strong,
with upbeat consumer and busi-
ness confidence and upticks in
several incoming high frequency
indicators,” the RBI said. On the
vaccination front, India has made

rapid strides. On the Omicron vari-
ant, the recent data from the UK
and South Africa suggest that such
infections are 66to 80 per centless
severe, with alower need for hos-
pitalisation, it said. The RBI said this
has brightened near-term
prospects and financial markets
reflect this optimism. India’s digi-
tal payment ecosystem s also ex-
panding rapidly. In contrast, the
global outlook remains clouded by
considerable uncertainty. “Infla-
tion continues to mount across ge-
ographies amidst disruptions in
production, supply chains and
transportation,” the report said.
Consequently, the divergence
between monetary policy stances
across jurisdictions has widened,
the RBI said. There are indications
that supply chain disruptions and
shipping costs are slowly easing, al-
though the waningof inflation may
take longer. This provides a win-
dow of opportunitytofocusallen-
ergies on accelerating and broad-
ening the global recovery, it said.
Meanwhile,as pera PTlreport,
an RBI article on farm sector chal-
lenges said the country needs a
second green revolution along
with the next generation of re-
forms to make agriculture more
environmentally sustainable.

The list of the new-age startups in the country valued at
over $1 billion will be at least 100 by the end of the year,

areport by PwC India said

505tartupsin India unicorns shot up to 68 by ~
have the potential the end of the year

toachieve the coveted

‘unicorn’ status, i.e. valuation
of $1billion,in2022

4 3 startups were
added tothelistin

2021 and the number of

HUGE SPIKE in company
valuationsin the listed and
unlisted space was
witnessed last year

Source: PwC India/PTI h

$35 billion were raised by Indian startups in over
1,000 rounds of funding in 2021

-

oy |1l

(

Over $S10 billion was invested in Indian
startup ecosystem in October-December

—— BRIEFLY —

Telecomlicence

New Delhi: The DoT
amended telecom licences
to enable service providers
to roll out machine-to-ma-
chine communication, a
service considered a key
driver of 5G adoption.

HCL Techhiring

New Delhi: HCLTechnologies
CEO C Vijayakumar said he
expects rising attrition rates
tostabilisein future quarters.
The firm, which plans to hire
20,000-22,000 freshers this
fiscal, said it could double the
number in FY23.

TechMbuys

New Delhi: Tech Mahindra
bought 100% in Europe-
based Com Tec Co IT for
€310 millionand 25%inin-
surtech platforms SWFT
Technologies and Surance
platform for €20 million.

Cholalnvdeal

New Delhi: Cholamandalam
Investment and Finance
Company plans tobuy 72.1%
in fintech payment solutions
provider Payswiff Technolo-
gies for Rs450 crore. PTI

AmazonUK, Visa

London: Amazonwon't stop
accepting UK-issued VisaInc
credit cards on its British
website as it had proposed.

Credit Suisse

Geneva: Credit Suisse said its
British-Portuguese chairm-
an Antonio Horta-Osorio
quit after an internal probe
showed he allegedly vio-
lated quarantine rules.

Citiconsumerbiz
Mumbai: Axis Bank is the
frontrunner to buy Citi’s co-
nsumer business in India,
valued ataround $1.5 billion,
two sources said. REUTERS

US airline
CEOs warn
5G could
ground planes,
wreak havoc

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 17

THE CHIEF executives of major US
carriers on Monday warned of an
impending “catastrophic” aviation
crisis on Wednesday when AT&T
and Verizon are set to deploy new
5G service.

The airlines warned the new
C-Band 5G service could poten-
tially make a significant number
of widebody aircraftunusableand
“could potentially strand tens of
thousands of Americans over-
seas.” “Unless our major hubs are
cleared to fly, the vast majority of
the traveling and shipping public
will essentially be grounded,”
wrote the chief executives of
American Airlines, Delta Air Lines,
United Airlines, Southwest Airlines
and others. The letter went to
White House National Economic
Council director Brian Deese,
Transportation Secretary Pete
Buttigieg, among others.

FROM 12 CENTRAL PUBLIC SECTOR ENTERPRISES

Govt gets 0,031 cr dividend

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

THE GOVERNMENT has received
more than Rs 6,600 crore as divi-
dend tranches from a dozen cen-
tral public sector enterprises
(CPSEs), a senior official said.
Inatweet on Monday, Depart-
ment of Investment and Public
Asset Management (DIPAM) Secr-
etary Tuhin Kanta Pandey said,
“Government has received about
Rs 972 crore and Rs 2506 crore

from Nuclear Power Corporation
of India Limited (NPCIL) and
Power Grid Corporation of India
Limited as Dividend tranches.”

Hindustan Aeronautics, Bha-
rat Electronics, HLL Lifecare Ltd,
FAGMIL and NSIC have given Rs
351 crore,Rs 149 crore, Rs 19 crore,
Rs 12 crore and Rs 31 crore as div-
idend tranches, respectively, he
added. “Government has received
about Rs 1605 crore and Rs 913
crore from NMDC and GAIL re-
spectively as Dividend tranches,”
he said in another tweet.

2021 SEES FASTEST GROWTH IN A DECADE

China grows 8.1% on exports boost

REUTERS
BEIJING, JANUARY 17

CHINA'SECONOMY rebounded in
2021 with its best growth in a
decade, helped by robust exports,
but there are signs that momen-
tumis slowing on weakening con-
sumption and a property down-
turn, pointing to the need formore
policy support.

Growth in the fourth quarter

Q4 GDP GROWTH RATE

4%

B Gross domestic product
grew 4 per cent in the final
quarter, National Bureau of
Statistics data showed

hitaone-and-a-half-yearlow, gov-
ernment datashowed on Monday
shortly after the central bank

About Rs 42 crore, Rs 26 crore
and Rs 25 crore were received
from Central Warehousing Corpo-
ration, National Highways Infrast-
ructure Development Corporat-
ion and WAPCOS, the DIPAM
Secretary further tweeted.

In aggregate, the government
received Rs 6,651 crore as divi-
dend on Monday from these 12
companies. With this, total pro-
ceeds from dividend from public
sector enterprises reached close
to Rs 40,000 crore for financial
year 2021-22 so far. WITHPTI

moved to prop up the economy
witha cuttoakey lending rate for
the first time since early 2020.

Theeconomy grew 8.1 percent
lastyear —its bestexpansion since
2011 —and faster than aforecast8
per cent. The economy recorded
its weakest growth in 44 years in
2020 but staged a faster recovery
than other major economies.

GDPgrew4 per centinthe final
quarter, National Bureau of
Statistics data showed.

demand resilient: RBI

‘Covid hit
consumer
confidence’

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 17

THE COVID pandemic severely
dented consumer confidence in
India, which reached historiclows
as the repercussions of the wave
unfolded, the RBI said in a study.
“Sentiments of households
across strata were influenced by
the spread of infections and fatal-
ities. There was enduring impact
onconsumers’sentiments on their
own financial conditionsaswell as
the general economic situation —
with thelatterincreasingly driven
by the former,” the RBI study said.
It said consumers in cities se-
verely hit by the pandemic ex-
pressed more negative sentiment
ascompared torespondentsinthe
other cities.Respondents’ expecta-
tions for the year ahead showed
faith in economic recovery after
subsidence of the pandemic, it said.

International market data till 1900 IST

Sebi plans revamp of
investor charter, dispute
resolution system

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

SEBIIS examining introduction of
an alternate dispute resolution
mechanism, with an aim to pro-
vide an effective mechanism for
settling disputes between in-
vestors and regulated entities (RE),
arelease said on Monday.

The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi),in November
last, published the ‘Investor
Charter’ for securities markets to
further strengthen its efforts to
protect investor interests, pro-
mote transparency in markets
and enhance awareness, trustand
confidence among investors.

Efforts have been taken toen-
hance the effectiveness of investor
grievance redressal mechanism.
It has been publishing the status
of disposal of investor grievances
received in SCORES (Sebi Comp-
laints Redress System)onits web-
site on a monthly basis, Sebi said.
Also, details of investor grievances
pending for over three months
with different intermediaries are
being published.

Inaddition, “Sebiis also exam-
ining, in consultation with regu-
lated entities, the possibility of in-
troducing alternate dispute
resolution mechanism in various
agreements (wherever possible)
between the regulated entities

Sebi building, Mumbai. The
regulator is eyeing an
effective mechanism to settle
disputes between investors
and regulated entities. File

and their clients,” itadded.

Meanwhile, Sebi has cut the
timeline for filing settlement ap-
plications tojust 60 days from the
current 180 days in its effort to
make the system more efficient.

Further, the regulator has re-
laxed pricing norms and lock-in
requirements to make it easier for
companies toraise funds through
preferential allotment of shares. It
hasallowed pledging of shares al-
lotted to promoter or promoter
group under preferential issue
during the lock-in period, accord-
ing to a notification

Sebi also puta cap on usage of
initial public officer proceeds for
unidentified future acquisitions
and restricted the number of
shares that can be offered by sig-
nificant shareholders. WITHPTI

‘High import tariffs making domestic
electronics producers uncompetitive’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

INDIA’S POLICY of keeping high
tariffonimport of electroniccom-
ponents to protect the domestic
industriesis proving counterprod-
uctive toits plans such as Product-
ion Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
and making the Indian electron-
icsmanufacturing industry unco-
mpetitive compared to otherelec-
tronics manufacturing nations,
theIndian Cellular and Electronics
Association (ICEA)said inareport.

Comparing the performance

Yield hits
2-year high

10-year bond yield (%)
Intra-day, Jan 17

Close

Open

Mumbai: The benchmark 10-year
bond yield hit a two-year high on
Monday, tracking an uptick in US
yields and a continued rise in
global crude oil prices which has
raised expectations of rate in-
creases by the RBI.

The benchmark 10-year yield
rose 6 basis points from Friday’s
close to 6.64 per cent, its highest
since January 22, 2020, as per a
Reuters report. US Treasury yields
rose and stayed higher in Asia
trade as soft consumer was seen
as not enough to derail the Fed’s
path of tightening policy.

Market capitalisation of BSE-
listed companies, as per a PT1 re-
port, jumped toanall-time high of
over Rs2801akh crore. AGENCIES

of the India to other countries such
as China, Vietnam, Mexico and
Thailand, which were the major
gainers of electronic products ex-
port over the last 20 years, the
ICEA said that while all of them
had focussed on attracting foreign
directinvestment, improving do-
mestic capabilities and exports,
India had one major difference in
policy when it came to tariff.
“The main difference in their
policy approachis the tariff policy
of India compared to others. India
hasrelied heavily on higher tariffs
whereas other countries have not
done so. Higher tariffs orient the

approach of investors and domes-
tic producers away from global
markets and towards the domes-
ticmarket. Notably, the exports for
India compared with others have
remained low as has been exam-
inedinthis report,” the report said.
Since 2019, India has introdu-
ced a host of PLI schemes aimed
at improving the domestic pro-
duction of electroniccomponents
such as mobile phones, chargers,
LEDs, liquid crystal display and
LED panels, as well as allied com-
ponents such as charger pins, vi-
brators for mobile phones, front
and back panels among others.

Recovery fragile, says UN chief Jan: Omicron

New Delhi/Davos: Asserting thatthe
world economicrecovery fromthe
pandemic is very fragile and un-
even, United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres on
Monday saidinaspecial addressat
the World Economic Forum’s on-
line Davos Agenda 2022 summit
thatthe global financial systemhas
failed the low-income countries
when they needed it the most.
The first 2 years of the pan-
demic saw income of 99 per cent
of humanity fall and over 16 crore
forced into poverty, said an Oxfam
study. Another study said Indian
billionaires saw combined fortunes
more than double during Covid
and their count shot up by 39 per
centto 142, while the wealthof the
10richestisenough tofund educa-
tion of children for 25 years. PTI

Borge Brende, WEF president, and UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres at Davos Agenda 2022, in Cologny. AP

Billions still not on the Net: Mittal

New Delhi/Davos: Bharti Enter-
prises’ Chairman Sunil Bharti
Mittal on Monday said billions are
still not on the internet for which
affordability is a key factor.
Speakingatadiscussionat the

World Economic Forum'’s online
Davos Agenda 2022 summit, he
added the industry alone cannot
reach the last mile and huge in-
vestments will be required in in-
frastructure to reach that goal. PT1

slows petrol,
diesel sales

New Delhi: With the impact of the
third Covid wave spreading, petrol
and diesel sales fellin the first fort-
night of January.

Diesel sales fell 14.1 per cent to
2.47 million tonne during January
1-15, over the same period last
month,and4.99 per cent over the
year-ago period, as per prelimi-
nary data from state fuel retailers.
Petrol sales was at 9,64,380 tonne,
13.81 per centlower than the first
fortnight of December and 2.82
per cent lower than a year ago.

Brent was up 28 cents, or 0.3
per cent, to $86.34 by 1646 GMT.
WTI was up 36 cents, or 0.4 per

)  RailTel

W

RAITEL

(A Government of India Undertaking)
CIN No L64202DL2000GOI107905

Tender No.:RCIL_ER_2021-22__
1346-1347, Dated 17.01.2022
RailTellE. Region invites e-tenders from

eligible bidders for the work of “Provision of
Last Mile RF links including the required
GBT/RTT/Pole in Central Coal Fields Ltd.'s
Areain Jharkhand State for 5 years”.

Tender Notice & Tender Document are
available on www.railtelindia.com and
https://lwww.ireps.gov.in. All future
Addendum/corrigendum etc will be uploaded
in RailTel website and IREPS Portal only.

Corrigendum dated 11.01.2022 to Tender Notice
No.RWF/S/004/2021-22 Dated 09/11/2021

E} RAIL WHEEL FACTORY *--
Yelahanka, Bangalore - 560064 3
FAX:080-28460367, PH:080-28072712
Website: www.rwf.indianrailways.gov.in
e-mail:smm.p3.rwf@gmail.com

The Tender due dates of Open Tender
Number P2215743 viz. Auto Lancing System
and P2215675 viz. PNG Pipeline to SPC Bay
are postponed from 10/01/2022 to 09/02/2022
at 15.00 hrs. All the other terms and
conditions remain unaltered.

Principal Chief Materials Manager

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY
e-Tender Notice
Tender No : 49/SE/PHC/TSR/2021-22. Jala Jeevan Mission 2021-22-
Augmentation of CWSS to Nattika Firka-PHASE I - Providing Distribution
Network and FHTC to Vadanappally Panchayath. EMD : Rs. 2,00,000.
Tender fee : Rs. 11200. Last Date for submitting Tender : 28-01-2022
03:00:pm. Phone : 04872423230. Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in,
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in. Superintending Engineer
KWA-JB-GL-6-910-2021-22 PH Circle, Thrissur

0SBl

Core Banking Technical Operations Department, State Bank of India,
Global IT Centre, Sector-11, CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai - 400614

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

RFP NO: SBI/GITC/Core Banking-Tech Operation/2021/2022/822 DATED: 15.01.2022
Bids are invited by State Bank of India from the eligible bidders for
Procurement of Videowall processor, Pro-control processor, touch panel
and procurement of AMC, FMS for operation and maintenance of video
walls and other related equipment installed at GITC CBD Belapur. For
details, please visit ‘Procurement News' at https:/www.sbi.co.in and
e-Procurementagency portal https://etender.sbi/SBI/
Commencement of download of RFP: From 18.01.2022.
Lastdate andtime for submission of bids: 08.02.2022 up to 14:00hrs.

DGM (CB - Tech Operations)

OSBI

Enterprise Integration Services, State Bank of India,
Global IT-Centre, Sec-11, CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai - 400614

CORRIGENDUM

PROCUREMENT, INSTALLATION, COMMISSIONING AND
MAINTENANCE OF STORAGE

Please refer to the RFP NO. SBI/GITC/Enterprise Integration
Services/2021/2022/816 Dated 27.12.2021. In this regard Corrigendum
dated 17.01.2022 is available under '‘Procurement News' at
https://www.sbi.co.in and e-Procurement agency portal
https://etender.sbi/SBI/
Place: Navi Mumbai
Date: 17.01.2022

Deputy General Manager
Enterprise Integration Services

BHARATIYA RESERVE BANK NOTE MUDRAN (P) LIMITED

[ ) (Wholly owned subsidiary of Reserve Bank of India)
® P.O.: RBNML, Salboni - 721132, Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal.
Phone No.: 03227-280176 / 280317; Fax No.:03227-280744 / 280222

OPEN TENDER ENQUIRY (OTE)/NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING (NCB)

Tenders under Two Part bidding system are invited from experienced, resourceful, reputed
and bonafide Suppliers/Service Providers/Agencies/Contractors (as applicable) for the
following:-

1. SUPPLY OF SULPHONATED CASTOR OIL AT BRBNMPL, SALBONI, TENDER NO.
057/SAL/MMD/2021-22. [ESTIMATED COST -3 72 LAKHS]

2. SUPPLY OF CLOSED METAL BODY CONTAINERIZED TRUCKS & HIRING OF
ESCORT VEHICLES ALONG WITH DRIVER (WITH YELLOW NUMBER PLATE) ON
ANNUAL RATE CONTRACT FOR FIVE YEARS ON YEARLY RENEWABLE BASIS,
TENDERNO. 058/SAL/MMD/2021-22. [ESTIMATED COST - 352.65 LAKHS]

Last date of submission of all the above tenders is 18.02.2022 by 11:30 Hrs. For downloading

tender documents and other details, kindly visit our website www.brbnmpl.co.in. Further

extension oramendment/s, ifany will be uploaded on our website only. General Manager

5{@; PARADIP PORT TRUST

PARADIP-754142, ODISHA (INDIA)
(An autonomous body under Ministry of Ports, Shipping &
Waterways, Govt of India)

No. AD/RSC-11-21/10/06(Pt.)/119 Dated, the 13" Jan., 2022
Advertisement
Applications are invited from Indian Nationals for engagement
of 01 (one) Horticulture Consultant on contractual basis in

Paradip Port Trust.
For further details, visit our website www.paradipport.gov.in

Sr. Asst. Secretary
Dated: 17.01.2022

-
Lol
FAGANMALA

PPT/PR/140/21-22

cent,at$84.18. WITHPTI,REUTERS

New Delhi
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SUDARSHAN SUCHI
CEO, SAVE THE CHILDREN, INDIA

Given that 40 per cent of our
populationis the youth, can
we look for a budget witha
dedicated section for
children? Can we expect the
government to come forward
with a dedicated ministry
for child welfare?

What needs to be said is
when we serve the cause of
children, dowe limititonly to
the Women and Child
Development department?
When we talk about the
protection of children, we see a
partnership between the
Women and Child Development
Ministry and the Ministry of
Home Affairs and state
governments. When we look at
children in the tribal belts,
we work actively with the Tribal
Ministry. When we look at
children with disabilities, we
work with the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment.
When we look at children from
the Northeast, our engagement
is strengthened with the
department of DONER. When
we look at children from the
health perspective, there are
many flagship schemes that are
now centralised in the Ministry
of Health.

With regard to the budget,
though the Women and Child
Development Ministry has a
budget that oscillates up to
Rs 23,000 crore, one also
needs to consider the budgets
of other such ministries that
equally serve the cause of
childrenin our country.

RCSONI
INDIAADVISOR, WORLD
ECONOMIC FORUM

ThereisaUNESCOreport,
asurvey that says 47 million
childreninIndiadrop out of
senior secondary schooland
most of themare girls. What
areyoudoing on this front?

| think that the numbers are to
be revised given that now the
Government of India gets UDISE
numbers from the state govern-
ments. As far as the dropout of
girlsin the school systemgoes,
there are two verticals under
which this data is drawn —one
under the school department, the
other under the anganwadi sys-
tem where the Gol now provides
support todrop-out girlsinthe an-
ganwadi systemand that provi-
sionin fact entails that we match
that data. There is adata gap of
nine lakh women, which, now in
collaboration with states, has
been rectified. So the data
may be dated as faras the
UNESCOreport goes. Thisisa
2016 report, which the MHRD did
not fully support.

However, one has toagree
that the transition of young
women from schools to higher
education institutionsis stilla
challenge. More so, whenit comes
to technical and technological in-
stitutions. One of the challenges
stems from the fact that more
girls are not inclined towards
STEM subjects because they
have not been given that pro-
nounced supportin school.

Ourintention needs to be to
propagate the ownership of tech-
nology by more female-led enter-
prises. Evenin terms of academic
appointments, you see very few
women leading institutions. As
Minister of Education, | had the
privilege of appointing the first-
everwoman tolead the lIT
council, Tessy Thomas, who's
now leading DRDO. | also ensured
that most of the NITs were led
by them.

Scan the QR code to watch e.Adda

Smriti Irani was in conversation with Anant
Goenka, Executive Director, The Indian Express
Group, and National Opinion Editor Vandita Mishra

‘Earlier there were monologues.
Now there is a voice talking back’

At the recent e.Adda, Union Minister for Women and Child Development, Smriti Irani spoke on the Bill to
raise the legal age of marriage for women in India, polarisation in society and turning author with Lal Salaam

On her UP experience and the
political situation in the state

[ think those who are in the know of the
politics and the mechanisms of how socially
UP has evolved over the years, can ascertain
for you a BJP victory in the forthcoming
Assembly elections. My grandfather is from
Moradabad, so my memories from the state
are plenty. However, my political memories
are also distinct. I've had the privilege of serv-
ing the Lok Sabha constituency of Amethi. I
contested from Amethi in 2014 with just 20to
25 days to contest. The BJP had never clocked
more than 30,000 votes. But in those 20-25
days, our transition was from 30,000 votes to
three lakh votes. For me, it meant as though
there were people waiting for change. I'm
grateful that my party considered me againas
a candidate from Amethi, and we could bring
victory to the party there.

On escalating polarisation in the
campaign in UP

I don’t know why you do not see polarisa-
tion when the Samajwadi Party leader speaks
about seeing Lord Krishna in his dreams. Why
youdon't see polarisation when you have Mrs
Vadra go and pay respects ata mosque. I don’t
see why you don't see polarisation when Mr
Gandhi wears ajaneu over his coat. Why is the
taunt of polarisation or the question posed
only toaBJPleader? The foundation on which
the UP election is being fought is the issue
of development.

On whether polarisation could
drown out other issues

Idon’t think anything will deflect from the
issue of development. Recently, the chief min-
ister was in my constituency and we spoke
aboutinfrastructure, which was never builtin
a constituency which saw the Gandhi family
for 50 years. The family had befriended every
political organisation in UP— Samajwadi Party
and BSP were extremely close to the Gandhi
family and they were part of a coalition gov-
ernment. However, to keep the fruits of devel-
opmentaway from people is something which
is a matter of conversation among citizens. [
don’t think you can deny that this election is
as much about development as it is about the
bad legacy of governance with regards to the
Samajwadi Party or the Congress Party.

On political parties increasingly
seeing women as a vote bank

Women as vote banks have been consid-
ered only by those who have suddenly discov-
ered that women have been more than aggres-
sive about their political opinions, or for that
matter, their vote. It's been heartening to seea
PM who put women’s agenda at the top of his
priorities in terms of governance.

On whether women are voting
independent of how their
families do

One cannot disregard that there have been
segments in our community where women

QUICK QUESTIONS

Sony and Zee merger. Good or bad for
content creators?

[ would stay out of the realm because
I'm in a position where I'm governing
certainaspects.I think content creators are
most supported when there is democrati-
sation of means.

HRD and Women and Child
Development, which is your favourite?
Both.

Tulsi in Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi
or Sitain Ramayan, which is your most
cherished role?

Both. In Ramayan, I had the opportu-
nity of working with BR Chopra, Yash
Chopra and Ravi Chopra.

The one lesson India’s favourite bahu
will give to another?

Make sure that you live happily and
give equal respect to your partner; make
sure thatyou prosper.

What is something that you are proud
of doing and thatyou feel was
unfinished business or wasn’t done
the way youwanted?

I live a life of no regrets. As
far as achievements, I have beautiful kids
and for me, they are the hallmark of
my success.

Achievement and regret as amother?

Noregrets. As for achievements, [ have
two children who have turned out to be
amazing human beings.

Achievement and regret as an actor?
None. I have done television, theatre
and films. So there isn’t a realm, in terms
of the media business, that I've not been a
partof, including reporting for elections for
Zee.Iworked forJain TV as well.

The one achievement closest to your
heartas apolitician.

The PM was more thankind to trustour
capacities in textiles. A country which
never manufactured a single piece of PPE
suit, we managed, from March to May,
to become the world’s second-largest
exporters in PPE.

You did not mention Amethi in this.

Amethi for me is not mere politics; it’s
a life process. I look at it as a journey with
the people I care about.Ilook atitas a part
of my personal journey.

Anything you would like to redo or you
failed in during your political career?

[thinkin totality we are people whoare
an assimilation of our successes and
failures. I'm here today irrespective of my
failures and my successes.

have been compelled to vote in a particular
way. ButI think this new Indiais about women
understanding their right to choose political
parties on the basis of development.

On raising the age of marriage
for women from 18 to 21 years
Whenlintroduced theamendment to the
Prohibition of Child Marriage, when I spoke
about the need for women to have equal rights
asmen toenterinto matrimony at the age of 21,
there was support from across the nation, from
women across all communities and all reli-
gions. The only naysayers were the men who
were in that House, making that noise. I think

that when it comes to such issues, we have
seen women congregate.

On criticism that the Bill
proposes to criminalise a large
section of marriages

[ think that is one of the greatest rumours
that has been spread. Those who seek todisen-
franchise women with regards to the right to
equality are those who are propagating this
falsehood... The fact that after 75 years of our
country’sindependence, women and men did
not get to enter matrimony at the same age, is
amatter of deep regret. That is why when [
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went to the House to introduce that amend-
ment, I did so believing, and I do so again to-
day, that it is the right to equality that mani-
festsitself through the amendment.

On the targeting of Muslim
women via apps

Women, irrespective of their religion, have
beendenied their dignity on social-media plat-
forms. I'm grateful that the police are investi-
gating thisissue.lam absolutely confident that
those who are guilty will be punished... Butdo
women get explicitly objectified only through
one app? No. As I came to this conversation, I
had a world champion, Ms (Saina) Nehwal,
who was demeaned for her political position
by aso-called popular actor,aman whowould
have known better. So I think we need to look
atthe issue holistically.

On whether her book Lal Salaam
reflects a shift of political focus
on Naxalism

I didn’t look at the book from a political
prism at all and especially not with regards to
the transition that you so described today be-
tween Manmohan Singhand PM Modi.Ithink
thatthe book has stemmed from a political tel-
evision debate a decade ago, where one of the
panelists was very off-handish about paramil-
itary forces who met a gruesome death dur-
ing a Naxal attack. For me, the rage stemmed
from the nonchalance with which the lives of
our paramilitary forces were spoken of.

On the increasing polarisation
in society

I think now there is a voice which is talk-
ingback. Earlier, there were voices which were
inmonologues. I think thatis what has befud-
dled many. There were many who thought
that they are the epitome of intelligence, now
they are being challenged.

Those who recognise that the starkness of
the polarity you speak about can be reduced
if everybody is waiting or wanting to give a lis-
ten,I think thatis when conversations can be-
gin. Celebration of a true democracy is that ir-
respective of ideologies, we can come
together, become part of a conversation.
Celebration of a democracy is when we all
agree to disagree.

On how her friends outside
politics view her today

It is extremely essential for me as a hu-
man being to have conversations with peo-
ple from all walks of life. When I spent two
terms in the Rajya Sabha, Iwould have equal
amount of opportunity of talking to D Raja, as
I would have with Rajeev, who was a Kerala
politician from the Left, and with Jairam
Ramesh, Mallikarjun Kharge or Anand
Sharma. When we come together under the
Constitution, in Parliament especially, our
cause is only one and that is India. For me, it
doesn’t matter what your ideology is, as long
as you're respectful in your disagreement
and you're respectful of my Constitution and
my country.

Eminent guests who participated in the e.Adda include Mannika Chopra, Managing Editor, Council for Social Development; Jaya Jaitly, Founder and President,
Dastkari Haat Samiti; Kirit Parikh, Chairman, IRADe; Krishan Kant Rathi, MD, First Bridge Fund Managers; Atul Choksey, Chairman, Apcotex Industries;
Poonam Dabas, Executive Editor, Centre for Media and Strategic Studies; Ajai Kumar, Director, Indiabulls AMC; Pankaj Satija, MD, Tata Steel Mining;
Urvashi Butalia, Director, Zubaan Books; K Sudarshan, Managing Director, EMA Partners India; Sevanti Ninan, Columnist, The Telegraph India;
Meenakshi Gopinath, Chairperson, Centre for Policy Research; Vivek Jain, Managing Director, DCW; Mridul Shah, Managing Director, Aamara Capital

MONAL KABRA
FOUNDER, SOLAR DESK
How did you balance children
and ademanding career?
What are theinitiatives you
would have taken thenand
now for better childcare
infrastructure?

| worked as a professional
when there was a Congress
government at the Centre and
had no hopes of receiving any
support. This government has
pronounced 26 weeks of
maternity leave. The Pradhan
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
provides for loss of wages when
awoman needs to get
inoculated during pregnancy.
Institutional deliveries have
gone up. The need to mandate
acreche at work places is being
pronounced by this
government. The labour codes
that were simplified speak for
these kind of rights. Access to
good transport systems under
the Nirbhaya Fund have been
supported by the Gol. We have
women helpdesks acrossall
police stations. On how did |
manage between children and
ajob, that question itself
smacks of gender disbalance.

DRANTONY
KOLLANNUR
INDEPENDENT MONITOR,
NATIONAL HEALTHMISSION,
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Thereis nosystemfor
psychosocial stimulation for
0-3yearsofageinICDS. What
isyourplanforthesame?

The Ministry, in
collaboration with the Ministry
of Education, is looking ata
new module under early
childhood education, which is
aneed in the anganwadi
system. We are collaborating
withthe NCERT. We've also
requested stakeholders to give
theirinputs. When you talk
about psychosocial
counselling, especially for
children, in collaboration with
NIMHANS, a yearago we
started a counselling process
acrossall childcare
institutions, ensuring that duty
bearersin such institutions
have access to psychosocial
counselling. Under the project
called SAMVAD, we have
given support to over one lakh
such cases under the aegis of
NIMHANS. We are hoping to
expand these services.

VN DALMIA
DIRECTOR AND FORMER
CHAIRMAN, DALMIA
CONTINENTAL

Whenthe marriageableage
was 21formalesand 18 for
females, there wasanagegap.
Ifitbecomes 21 forbothand
someone wants tomaintain
thegap, themalewillhave to
beolder...Wouldwomenhavea
choiceinarural settingwhere
thereis parentalinsistenceon
anearliermarriage?

What is the insistence on
having a man older than you
and not of the same age when
you enter into matrimony? Let
it be awoman’s choice... There
will be alaw for that insistence
then to be llegally held. It will
be a women’s right to choose
inan urban or rural setup.

SUVIRSARAN
CHEF, AUTHOR AND EXPRESS COLUMNIST
Canawoman as gracious and generous as
youreally be what people call conservative?
What is a conservative? The PM gave the
right to medical termination of pregnancy up
to 24 weeks forwomen. Thisis anissue that is
pronounced in the US as aliberal issue. There
was no structured administrative protocol for

PANKAJ CHADHA

CEO, JYOTISTEEL

Considering what you've stated about the

development progressin UP, is there a need

in the light of the third wave to have suchan

overdrive in the UP election by the BJP?
Even theissues that | have flagged today,

some may say that | have been on an overdrive

talking about my government’s achievements.

surrogacy in our country. Itis the Modi
government that brought about legislation
that protects the rights of women, children
and families under the aegis of surrogacy. Itis
the PM who, as part of a nationalist
government, enhanced maternity leave to 26
weeks. These issues are normally presumed to
be liberal issues. So how do | look at myself?|
look at myself as ahumanist and a nationalist.

If itis my desire to express the good work done,
then the democratic setup that we are a part

of affords us that right. | understand that the
other side has not done much and, hence,
cannot speak much onissues of deadlock,

but that is a cause of concern limited to them. In
sofaras my party goes, I'm extremely proud that
my party could do so much work that we speak
somuch about t.
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From WWE star to brain damage expert

Harvard graduate Christopher Nowinski was forced to retire from professional wrestling after a kick to the head and multiple
concussions. Gaurav Bhatt talks to the man who has since devoted his life to studying brain injuries in sport

HE STRUGGLES through the days, and at nights,
Christopher Nowinski is faced with the fear of
going to sleep. Often, he is jarred awake, “act-
ingout” his dreams, chasing shadows or think-
ing he’s choking to death. Once he stood on his
bed, jumped off and crashed through a night-
stand. It all began with a kick to the head, 20
years ago.

Tailormade for pro-wrestling superstar-
dom, the 6’5, 270 pounds, blonde, blue-eyed
Harvard graduate — who had led the college
football team to championships as a defen-
sive tackle — signed with World Wrestling
Entertainment (WWE) in 2001. Two years
later came a series of concussions that he can
only partly remember. From wrestlers land-
ing on his face, smashing his nose and kick-
ing him so hard that he blacked out for six
seconds. He continued wrestling, suffering
severe migraines. Depression made it worse.

“Ideveloped post-concussion syndrome,
I now realise, from two consecutive concus-
sions over six weeks plus continuing to wres-
tle for five more weeks after the second con-
cussion,” Nowinski, 43, tells The Indian
Express. “And [ gave myself long-term symp-
toms.”

While waiting a year for his head to clear
so he could return to the ring, Nowinski
looked into head trauma and “realised that
everythingI thought I understood about con-
cussions was wrong.” Nowinski could never
make a comeback and realised the lack of
awareness among sportspersons, coaches,
and medical professionals not just cut his ca-
reer short, but also threatened the well-be-
ing of athletes of all ages.

“And so, I thought I would take a shot at
trying to educate my colleagues and change
the culture for more people following in my
footsteps.”

Since then, he has changed the discourse
around concussion and head trauma in sport.

Nowinski’s passion for academics and
first-hand experience as a wrestler helped
shape his crusade against concussion.

In 2007, alongside Dr. Robert Cantu,
Nowinski founded the non-profit
Concussion Legacy Foundation (CLF) to
work towards a solution to the concussion
crisis in sports “through education, policy,
and research.” The task is two-fold: To ed-
ucate coaches, parents and athletes, and
help facilitate research to pin down the
long-term effects.

“It started with building a brain bank in
collaboration with Boston University, and
it’snow at nearly 1,200 brains. That has al-
lowed us to show people images of brain

damage so they understand that the lives
impacted by Chronic Traumatic
Encephalopathy (CTE) or concussions can
be catastrophically affected,” he says. “We
now have partner brain banks in five coun-
tries and are building a global brain bank
network, so that we can recruit the world’s
top researchers to this battle and prove that
this disease exists in other countries.”

In 13 years, CLF has partnered with 22
organisations like USA Rugby, USA Hockey,
and WWE. Educational programmes in-
clude sessions with coaches and team-
mates to identify concussions among play-
ers, as well as with broadcasters to better
talk about concussion-related issues for the
general audience. There are also pro-
grammes for family members to learn how
to live with and take care of a patient.

“When [ was injured almost 20 years
ago, it was a period in which we were not
taking concussion seriously. Athletes who
were not unconscious were expected to
continue playing,” Nowinski says. “We ac-
cepted that boxers got punch-drunkin the
1920s. And then we created an alternate
universe in which we assumed that other
athletes who were repetitively hit didn’t
get CTE. And now we've proven that was
wrong.”

Professional boxer Micky Ward, por-
trayed by Academy Award-winning actor
Christian Bale in The Fighter, has pledged his
brain to Nowinski’s research. “He’s a great
guy, a sports guy, played football at Harvard,
he’s a smart kid, he loves sport and cares
about people,” Ward said in a recent inter-
view. Racing star Dale Earnhardt]Jr, women’s

football legend Brandi Chastain are among
others.

But most supportive of Nowinski’s en-
deavours have been his former colleagues
and employers.

“Wrestling for the WWE wasn'’t exactly
my dream growing up, mainly because of my
mother,” Nowinski writes in his 2006 book
Head Games. “She didn’t allow me to watch
wrestling because she thought that just
watching it could cause brain damage. Oh,
the irony.”

Nowinski got hooked thanks to his col-
lege roommates.

“I thought it was the most fascinating
form of entertainment. So physically and
mentally challenging for the performers,”
says Nowinski. “I have done some theatre
and sports, and it depicts so much fun. And so
after college, [ got a consulting job, the job
that I was supposed to get. And I thought I
would try to do something fun before I set-
tled down and got areal job.”

During his three-year run, Nowinski
shared the ring with the likes of The
Undertaker and was on WWE's first tour of
India in 2002. The ring name came easy:
Chris Harvard, cementing his status as a
perennial bad guy, dripping with Ivy League
arrogance, in front of a largely-blue collar au-
dience. “Not a ton of sympathy for Harvard
grads in the real world,” he laughs.

He also had garbage cans and steel chairs
fold in half over his head, gaining street cred
in the eyes of fans and becoming the

Christopher Nowinski was billed as
'Chris Harvard' in WWE, and his
finishing move was a suplex called
the 'Honor Roll'. (Above) Christopher
Nowinski with wrestler and WWE
executive Paul Levesque aka Triple H.
WWE/CLF

youngest Hardcore Champion of the promo-
tion.

By 2007, Nowinski had retired and be-
gan his journey into brain damage research
when WWE wrestler Chris Benoit killed his
wife, seven-year-old son, and himself.
Nowinski contacted Benoit’s father to ob-
tain permission to study the wrestler’s
brain. CLF co-founder Dr. Cantu assessed
that by the time the 40-year-old Benoit
killed himself, he had the brain of a man
aged 80 or older with “very severe”
Alzheimer’s disease.

In June 2019, after former WWE per-
former Ashley Massaro died 10 days before
her 40th birthday, her lawyer announced
that she wanted her brain donated to CTE
research. Massaro had earlier blamed
wrestling injuries for her depression.

Last September, 46-year-old former
professional wrestler Daffney Unger spoke
about her concerns about CTE and repeated
concussions in the ring in an alarming
Instagram video. “The most important
thing to remember is that CTE, and head
injuries and concussions, can only really be
diagnosed after you are dead,” Unger said
in the video. “So, I don’t want to do any-
thing to hurt my brain. [ want to be stud-
ied,” she continued. “l want the future gen-
erations to know. Don’t do stupid s**t like
me.” She was found dead the day after. USA
Today reported both Massaro and Unger’s
deaths were suicides.

“Daffney’s end was very tragic,” says
Nowinski. “She had a very serious concus-
sion thatended her career and there’s a well-
known correlation between just having a sin-

gle concussion and two-or-three-times
greater risk of suicide in your life. Especially
for those with chronic symptoms, which she
did. And then with CTE, we are actively try-
ing to understand how it may affect suicide
risk. That research is ongoing.”

Rising awareness

In a bid to help research and spread
awareness, several famous former
wrestlers have pledged to donate their
brains. Booker T, Kevin Nash, Rob Van Dam,
Lance Storm, Mick Foley and Jeff Hardy,
who announced his decision on Ring Rust
Radio: “I've rung my bells so many times,
especially back in the day when chair shots
to the head were legal. My goodness, [ took
so many of those.”

“A lot of my heroes and contemporaries
have signed up to pledge their brains and
they've been part of awareness efforts. It’s
really heart-warming to see the support from
the wrestling community.”

WWE, too, implemented a concussion
protocol in 2008 and has ramped it up inre-
cent years. According to the guidelines, if a
performer shows symptoms or has suffered
a concussion, they will not be cleared for a
return till they pass “an ImPACT test” and are
cleared clinically by a certified physician. The
promotion also funds CTE research at
Nowinski’s institute.

“I'm very lucky to be invited by WWE,
every year since 2012, for talking to the
wrestlers about concussions and CTE so
that they can make more informed
choices,” says Nowinski, who also serves
as an advisor to other wrestling promotions
such as NWA, Ring of Honor and All Elite
Wrestling. “All of them now have a com-
pletely up-to-date awareness of risks of
concussions, CTE, and have medical proto-
cols in place to minimise threats. Wrestling
has come a long way.”

The hit that cut his career short left
Nowinski with life-long consequences.

“My sleep has never returned to normal.
It’s called Rapid Eye Movement (REM) be-
haviour disorder. When you're dreaming,
your body’s supposed to be paralysed so that
you don’t act out your dreams. I do,” says
Nowinski. “I still take medication to help pre-
vent headaches. Italso helps with cognition.
I've never been able to get off medication be-
cause the headaches come back.”

But he realises that the injuries also
pushed him on a path.

“It's been a very long, very difficult jour-
ney,” Nowinski says. “I am still functional
and glad that [ had the experiences, the in-
juries to really appreciate what was hap-
pening.”

Tata Steel Chess
broadcaster
invites Norway
robber as guest

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHENNAI, JANUARY 17

THE ONGOING Tata Steel Chess tourna-
ment has been embroiled in an unneces-
sary controversy after the event's broad-
caster has invited Norway's most infamous
bank robber, David Toska as a guest for a
show.

Known as the mastermind behind the
biggest heist in the country's history, Toska
has been invited to join as a guest during
TV 2's Tata Steel Chess broadcast.

The controversial move, however, has
provoked strong reactions from the chess
fraternity with one sponsor pulling out of
the show hours after the announcement,
according to chess24.com website.

The Tata Steel Chess tournament is be-
ing played in Wijk Aan Zee, the Netherlands
from January 14 to 30 where top players in-
cluding Norwegian world no 1 Magnus
Carlsen will be vying for top honours.

Norwegian TV has a tradition of invit-
ing celebrities as guests during chess
broadcasts, but Toska's choice turned out
to be the most controversial so far, the web-
site said.

Toska was touted to be "the master-
mind" behind the Nokas bank robbery in
Stavanger in 2004, the biggest in Norway's
history, where a policeman was killed.

He was arrested in Spain a year later af-
ter being on the run, the website said in its
report.

Toska, who served 13 years of a 20-year
sentence, was fully released in 2018, and
now has adaughter and a full-time jobas a
programmer. According to the website, he
is abig chess fan and was known to be a tal-
ented player in his teenage.

He had finished fourth in the
Norwegian Under-14 championship, be-
fore taking to crime.

He got back into chess by following
Carlsen's success while in prison, and
shortly after his release he was seen at the
venue of the 2019 Fischer Random World
Championship in Hovik outside Oslo. He
has an online rating of around 2000 now,
the website said.

Toska is slated to appear in TV 2's stu-
dio for their Tata Steel Chess broadcast,
alongside host Fin Gnatt and commenta-
tors Heidi R neid and GM Jon Ludvig
Hammer, on Monday and Tuesday.

While the commercial broadcaster
quoted the Chief Sports Editor Vegar Jansen
Hagen as saying that the decision to sign
up the notorious robber for the show was
taken after obtaining feedback from sev-
eral people.
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

Over the next few
weeks, while the Sun
remains so strong,
you will be
extending and deepening your
social contacts. Some of you

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
It's an excellent day
toclear the air, notin
any particularly
deep or profound
sense, but in terms of routine
organisation and the simple

ACROSS
1 Doctor goes to hospital to get dry
fabric (6)
4 Cryptic clues he'd put in the
agenda(8)
9 Officer with a song in his heart -
something catchy (6)
10 Record the sound of
Beethoven'’s fifth (8)
12 Scored a point - could be
winning (4)
13 Work to make some dough (5)
14 Determined to show one’s
natural skill (4)
17 Happy to arrange the right deal
(5-7)
20 Captains confused by mishap
and stress (5,7)
23 She will return to take a course (4)
24 Tour arranged about mid-
Marchin Cornish city (5)
25 Transport will be back at eleven
4)
28 How a masseur might get by
(3,5)
29 Some nuts and raisins foragirl (6)
30 Gives some support for regular
girlfriends (8)
31 Play - but cheat (6)

DOWN

1 Spot a complicated clue - butit's
of little matter (8)

2 Get heir a settlement he expects
(8)

3 Rain spread around the country
4)

50dd thing to say (6,6)

6Tie up about ten and depart (4)

7 Awrong guess about customs
(6)

8 They happen to upset Steven
(6)

5 BipHY O THE
FLOOR, WHERE Y0
LEFT T

o b= Lovivers Lol Earviseai oy

11 Mine can peter out with such
lack of restraint (12)
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15 Feeling irritable?
5)

16It’s most desirable to enclose a Ry peaaln,
wild animal (5)
18 Held back free trade when in

thered(8)

¥ el

19 Reckon the deceased’s property
is about one thousand (8)

21 Their coats are lined (6)

22 Fifty-one competent and
responsible (6)

26 Left to wander idly round, but
happy (4)

27 Laid out in Salvador (4)

Solutions Crossword 4639: Across: 1 Press, 4 Optical illusions, 8 Emu, 10 Emerges,
11 Aught, 13 Teasel, 15 Serbia, 18 Sited, 19 Biretta, 21 Eiderdown, 23 Ego, 24 Linseed,
25 Handy. Down: 1Prefect, 2 Exuberant, 3 Sling, 4 Owlish, 5 Testate, 6 Coo, 7 Liszt,
12 Go-between, 14 Endorse, 16 Analogy, 17 Abroad, 18 Shell, 20 Ranch, 22 Den.
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may even be developing

political associations, in the

broadest sense of course. It's all
amatter of linking up with like-
minded individuals.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Everyone, no matter
what their birth sign,
should be aware of a
change of mood

today. At least, that's the theory.

You may feel it more deeply

than most, and might even

decide that your feelings fora
particular person were
misplaced. But, then, it's better
that you find out now.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Itreallyisatime to
ask not what others
cando for you, but
what you can do for

them. There is a happy

relationship in your chart
between work and partnership,
one which could see you
making considerable progress
towards a special goal. About
time too.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

You may be growing

increasingly

agitated in at least

one personal
relationship, if not several. It is
worth reminding you that this
is a peak time for pointless
arguments and that you should
always think carefully. Don't
let others make the running, at
least, not all the time.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

You may sort out
home and family

@ matters this
morning and save
time later in the day

for simple pleasures. The only

J U M B LE D WO R DS responsibilities which look
Difficulty Level 4s N~ likely to present you with extra
Instructions 1 5 — ; demands are those which
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running of your daily affairs. If

entertaining is to be done, the

home, all things being equal.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
deal to be said for
facing reality at

next two weeks at least even

minor and apparently trivial

major long-term improvement
inyour circumstances. There is
be receiving positive news soon,
though from an unlikely source.
The Moon gently
adjusts its position
clearing up a long-
standing mystery. Perhaps even
rightful place, as these things
have a habit of doing. One way
big wide world a marginally
easier place to handle.
Ifyou'reina

@ particularly busy
indicate you should

be, you will now realise that

by yourself, but that other

people must be brought in to

assistance, so don't be proud.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
psychological
process in your life at

may momentarily lose your

self-confidence, or face
obstacles, but these difficulties
motivate you to strive even
greater success.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
questions like, who
is responsible for

rights are in relation to

colleagues and employers, you
professional or worldly
ambition. You may follow your

best venue should be your
m There s still a great
home. In fact, for the
events will contribute to a
every possibility that you will
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
today, hopefully
alostitem will return to its
or another, you should find the
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
phase, as your stars
there is no point in pressing on
help. It's never too late to ask for
There's a clear
@ the moment. You
seemingly gigantic material
harder and achieve even
@ Having dealt with
what, and what your
may throw yourself into a new
dreams, while you have time.
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She (Peng Shuai) was in pretty good condition
that day. We were all chatting happily and asking
alot of questions about the sport since we
weren't familiar withiit."

YAO MING

NBALEGEND ON HIS DECEMBER MEETING WITH CHINESE
TENNIS PLAYER PENG SHUAI

Bumrah ready
to become
Test captain

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA, JANUARY 17

PACE SPEARHEAD Jasprit Bumrah has said
that if the opportunity comes, he is ready to
take up the India captaincy. “If given an op-
portunity, itwould be an honour. I don’t think
any player would say no. There’s no bigger
feeling than that,” Bumrah said ata press con-
ference on Monday.

The fast bowler has been promoted to the
vice-captaincy of the Indian team for the
three-match ODI series in South Africa that
starts on Wednesday. KLRahul is the stand-in
captain for the series, as the regular captain
Rohit Sharma hasn’t yet recovered from a
hamstring injury. After Virat Kohli gave up his
Test captaincy at the end of the South Africa
series, speculations are rife over who his suc-
cessor will be. While Rahul and Rohit are said
to be the frontrunners, former India captain
and one of the game’s influential voices, Sunil
Gavaskar, had suggested the name of wicket-
keeper Rishabh Pant. Now, Bumrah’s name,
too, can be added to the list.

Rarely has a fast bowler been picked tolead
the side in Indian cricket. Kapil Dev was a glo-
rious exception. As for Bumrah, he is one of
only three players with an A+ central contract
- the other two being Kohli and Rohit - and is
indispensable in any format.

Globally also, the perception is changing.
Pat Cummins became the first fast bowler in
65 years - since Ray Lindwall in 1956 - to lead
Australia in Tests, presiding over a 4-0 hiding
of England in the Ashes Down Under.

“Ready to doitif given an opportunity, but
that's something I don’t chase. In any leader-
ship group, I always look at the situation in the
same manner, not to take any extra pressure
that now I have to be overcautious. Taking re-
sponsibility, talking to a lot of players, trying
to help them out in the best possible manner
has always been my approach and it will be
my approach going further,” Bumrah said.

The selectors had promoted Rohit to the
Test vice-captaincy ahead of the South Africa
tour, in place of Ajinkya Rahane. But the
opener, being injury-prone of late, was ruled
out of the entire tour. When aback spasm pre-
vented Kohli from playing the second Test in
Johannesburg, Rahul led the team and
Bumrah was the vice-captain. A BCCI func-
tionary told The Indian Express that for the
moment, the selectors are set to appoint Rohit
as captain across formats but beyond that,
there remains a question mark.

Rohit’s dodgy fitness record could be an
impediment to making him long-term cap-
tain. Also, he will be turning 35 in April, and is
ayear-and-a-half older than Kohli. Bumrah'’s
promotion as ODI vice-captain for the South
Affica series is a clear indication that the se-
lection committee sees leadership potential
in him.

Bumrah, however, didn’t play up the tran-
sition factor following Kohli’s exit. “We under-
stand the change and everybody is respectful
(about) how the process is going. Change is
the only constant.

All of us have played enough cricket toun-
derstand that this is the way the game goes
and this is how you have to move forward.
Everyone in the team is quite positive and
quite eager to contribute,” he said.

Passion, Skill, Attitude - SA rise again

Series win over India could be the making of new-look Proteas, who would be tough to beat in ODIs too

SANDIPG
JANUARY 17

From the foothills of Table Mountain,onasun-
litJanuary afternoon, South African cricket be-
gananotherlongjourney. Ajourney of revival.

Written off before the series, ridiculed after
the hammering in the first Test, stuckinanend-
lesswheel of transition, afflicted by administra-
tional chaos and coups, South African cricket
seemed slipping down the slope of perdition,
instilling fear that they would never be the un-
bendable force they once were. There were dis-
tantechoes of the decline of West Indies and Sri
Lanka. There was fear and doubt that cricket
would lose one of its historically strong teams,
atatime when the chasm of standard between
teams is getting wider than ever before.

In times to come, the afternoon they beat
India to win the Test series could evoke differ-
ent feelings. A false dawn perhaps. The last
flicker of the flame before it dies out, or anillu-
sion of revival. For now, it offers hope and light.
It, now, has the potential to be an era-defining
series for them, as it was for India in the famous
2001 win against the then World No. 1 team
Australia, when they bounced back from a
thrashingin the opening Test to win the series,
heraldinga fresh brand of Indian cricket. Or like
how the Ashes win in 2005 altered England
cricket.

There were abundant question marks
when South Africa started the series. But as it
wound up, they have found answers to many.
They craved a leader, and found one in Dean
Elgar. Understated and unassuming, ice-cool
in crises and controlled in showing emotions,
he has a streak of cussedness like one of his
predecessors Graeme Smith, who himself as-
sumed reins of a team in turmoil, and turned
into marble. “I see captaincy as a privilege, not
aburdenor curse...[ neverever runaway from
pressure,” Elgar had told this newspaper prior
tothe seriesand has walked that talk ever since.

Elgar, in a sense, embodies the soul of this
team. He is someone who has succeeded de-
spite his technique, not because of it; he has
known his limitations and worked within
them. So has been this South Africateam —it’s
not without flaws, but worked a way around
them. Not for once in this series, or since taking
overateamdepleted by retirements,and with
persistent noise of administrative anarchy
brewing behind it, has Elgar cribbed or carped.
His unbeaten 96 in the successful fourth-in-
nings chase in the second Test at Wanderers -
like Graeme Smith’s 277 at Edgbastonin 2003
- could be the flashpoint of a turnaround.
Elgar’s match-winning knock gave his col-
leagues and country the belief that they could
win the series, that they could fight back from
any dire situation.

Fighting back

There were several times in the Cape Town
decider that the hosts were on the back foot
and chasing the game, or as Elgar remarked
“thrown under the sword”, but they seldom
surrendered, rather fought back. None as in-
structive as how they broke the Cheteshwar
Pujara-Virat Kohli stand in the second session
of the first day.

It was young Marco Jansen who termi-
nated Pujara, who looked in total control. The
beanpole left-arm seamer has been one of the
discoveries of this series, and would no doubt

Ex-IPL & Ranji player alleges
bribery offer to fix matches

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JANUARY 17

A former Indian Premier League and Ranji
Trophy player has alleged that he was of-
fered Rs 40 lakh for match-fixing, and a
complaint has been filed with Bengaluru
Police in this regard.

Rajagopal Sathish hails from
Tamil Nadu, and apart from his
home state, has also appeared for
Assam in the premier first-class
competition in the country. He
hasbeen on the roster of Kings XI
Punjab, Mumbai Indians and
Kolkata Knight Riders in the IPL.
He also played in the unsanc-
tioned Indian Cricket League, and
returned to the official fold after
general amnesty. The 41-year-old
now plays for Chepauk Super
Gillies in the Tamil Nadu Premier League
(TNPL)and it is believed Sathish was offered
the money to compromise matches in this
tournament.

Before approaching police, Sathish had
also raised the matter with the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI). The
International Cricket Council (ICC) has also
been informed.

Apolice official said the formal complaint

with them was filed after directions from the
BCCI. “A special team has been formed and
we suspect that the accused, who claimed to
be called Bunny Anand, is in Bengaluru,” the
official said.

As the BCCI Anti-Corruption and Security
Unity (ACSU) doesn’t have investigative,
search and seizure powers, it relies on police
inany case related to match-fixing, spot-fix-
ing or any other form of corrup-
tion in cricket.

The police complaint has
been filed by B Lokesh, who is
with the ACSU, at Jayanagar po-
lice station in Bengaluru, the offi-
cial said. According to it, “on
January 3, a person named Bunny
Anand contacted Sathish on
Instagram and messaged him
luring to pay Rs 40 lakh and told
that two players have already
agreed to the offer. Sathish said
that he said ‘sorry’ to the offer.” ACSU chief
Shabbir Khandwawala confirmed that the
matter is now with the police.

“The player approached us and ICC, and
informed us that someone had approached
him on Instagram. We took details of the case
and told our ACU officer to file a police com-
plaint in the matter. We are just a facilitator
and now police will look into the case,”
Khandwawala said.

Before approaching police, Sathish had also raised the matter
with the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI). The
International Cricket Council (ICC) has also been informed. A
police official said the formal complaint with them was filed after

directions from the BCCI.
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White-ball skipper Temba Bavuma impressed on and off the field at the T20 World Cup in the UAE and they were unlucky not to

make the semifinals.

Reuters

90-0VER CALENDAR

M 1stODI-Jan 19 at Paarl
M 2nd ODI-Jan 21 at Paarl
M 3rd ODI- Jan 23 at Cape Town

South Africa Squad: Temba Bavuma
(C), Zubayr Hamza, Janneman
Malan, Aiden Markram, David
Miller, Rassie van der Dussen, Marco
Jansen, Wayne Parnell, Andile
Phehlukwayo, Dwaine Pretorius,
Quinton de Kock, Kyle Verreynne,
Keshav Maharaj, Sisanda Magala,
Lungi Ngidi, Kagiso Rabada, Tabraiz
Shamsi.

TV guide: All matches start from
2:00pm onwards on Star Sports and
Hotstar.

make this Proteas pace pack deadlier. Fora21-
year-old with limited first-class exposure, he
has most tools in his repertoire. Awkward
bounce that comes with his height, the skill to
move the ball both ways (upright seam for the
away-goer and scrambled one for the bend-
backer) as well as make the ball hold its line,
adeptness at interchanging lengths, and slip-
periness. His steep bouncer reminded one of
New Zealand’s Neil Wagner, a player South
Africahas lost.

Jansen’s temperament impressed as much

Aus Open: Keys edges
out 2020 winner Kenin

REUTERS
MELBOURNE, JANUARY 17

AMERICAN MADISON Keys relied on her big
serve on key points to outclass 2020
Australian Open champion Sofia Kenin 7-
6(2)7-5 onJohn Cain Arena on Monday and
reach the second round of the year's first
Grand Slam.

Former U.S. Open runner-up Keys, who
won her first trophy since 2019 at the
Adelaide International 2 warm-up event
last week, struggled to gain the upper hand
in the contest before sealing the opening
set in a tiebreak with her eighth ace.

"My serve was helping out a lot today,
being able to close that out, to start on the
front foot and to not have to work my way
back into the match was really helpful,”
Keys, who finished with 15 aces, told re-
porters.

"[ feel I've really found my rhythm with
that, it really helped me close out the first
and second set in big moments. I'm going
to make sure it's ready for the second
round.” In a see-sawing second set, Kenin
conceded a decisive break to allow her fel-
low American to go ahead 6-5, and al-
though the 23-year-old saved two match-
points, she was unable to prevent Keys
closing out the victory on serve.

Kenin has won her only Grand Slam title
at Melbourne Park and has otherwise strug-
gled to raise her game at majors, losing to
Keys in straight sets in their last encounter
at the U.S. Open three years ago.

"At this point every first round is tough,
but when you have to go up against a Grand
Slam champion it's never easy,” said Keys,
who reached the 2015 semi-finals at
Melbourne Park.

as his craft — after the early nerves, he settled
insmoothly and was barely overawed, quickly
judged the lengths he needed to pursue ondif-
ferent wickets and make quickamendsin case
he erred. Remarkably, nine times in 18 spells
did he take a wicket in his first over.

Combine the left-arm quick with Kagiso
Rabada and Anrich Nortje, and South Africa
have a potentially world-beating bowling nu-
cleus. Throw the ever-improving Lungi Ngidi
into the mix, and South Africa could torment
the finest of batsmen across conditions. All of
them had their series-shaping moments, and
would ripen in the days to come.

Rabadais still 26, Ngidi a year younger and
Nortje 28. The best years might be ahead of
them. Duanne Olivier wasn't his past self, op-
erating at a lesser pace than before, but South
Africa don't have to fret too much even if he
doesn’timprove as they are bound to get their
fastest man Nortje back soon.

But pace bowling has seldom beenaworry;
it'sbatting thathas been their tender spot. But
ahero has risen — Keegan Petersen, who at 28
is not as young as Jansen, but could be their
middle-order cornerstone for the next four-
five years at least. His emergence has come at
atime when they seemed drained of alterna-
tives to replace retired stalwarts AB de Villers
and Faf du Plessis. It's presumptuous to com-
pare him with the duo, but he seems the most
compact batsman his country has produced
inthe last five years. Technical soundness, tem-
peramental nous and stroke-making aptitude,
he seems a complete package.

Together with Temba Bavuma, who finally
seems to realise his potential, and Rassie van
der Dussen, who has typical pugnacity of South

African batsmen like Ashwell Prince and JP
Duminy, they could plug holes in the middle
order. Quinton de Kock’s heir, Kyle Verreynne,
barely made a substantial score with the bat
this series, but is highly rated and commands
adomestic first-class average of 50.

Pieces falling in place

All of a sudden, South Africa seems a far
more competitive team than it was thought to
be. Or it’s just that Elgar and the support staff
have galvanised a bunch of largely unproven
youngsters into a winning lot. “Got a young,
talented group. Every day in this environment,
we're gaining this experience. Unreal to see
how agroup that doesn’t have the repertoire or
names can gel together as one,” Elgar said at
the press conference, before he added with a
faint grimace: “There’s more work tobe done.”

There, indeed, is more work to be done. The
series triumph is more like a foundation rather
than a beautiful building, a start rather than a
destination. They need their batsmen to start
scoring hundreds — only Bavuma among their
middle order has one —and they need the tal-
ented Aiden Markram torediscover his touch.
But the progress they have made in the series,
the promise they had demonstrated in the last
fortnight portends happier days for South
African cricket.

As much as individual quality, they have
found resolve and resoluteness, belief and to-
getherness, the virtues that would keep them
on their path towards glory. And if they indeed
realise their promise and build on their
progress, retrace the steps to greatness again,
they would reflect back on this sun-lit after-
noon on the foothill of Table Mountain.

No vaccine, no
French Open
for Djokovic,
says ministry

REUTERS
PARIS, JANUARY 17

DJOKOVIC COULD be barred from playing
in the French Open as things stand now af-
ter the Sports Ministry said on Monday
there would be no exemption from France's
new vaccine pass law. World number one
Djokovic, who has not been vaccinated
against COVID-19, was deported from
Australia on Sunday before the first Grand
Slam tournament of the year after losing a
court case to have the cancellation of his
visa overturned.

France's vaccine pass law, approved by
parliament on Sunday, will require people
to have a certificate of vaccination to enter
public places such as restaurants, cafes, cin-
emas and long-distance trains.

"The rule is simple. The vaccine pass
will be imposed, as soon as the law is prom-
ulgated, in establishments that were al-
ready subject to the health pass,” the min-
istry said.

"This will apply to everyone who is a
spectator or a professional sportsperson.
And this until further notice.

"Now, as far as Roland Garros is con-
cerned, it's in May. The situation may
change between now and then and we
hope that it will be more favourable. So
we'll see, but clearly there's no exemption.”

Serbian Djokovic, who was barred from
bidding to win a record 21st Grand Slam ti-
tle at the Australian Open, has refused to
vaccinate and was criticised for attending
public events last month after testing pos-
itive for the coronavirus

Arousing welcome in Serbia

Novak Djokovic returned to a hero's
welcome in Serbia on Monday after
Australia deported the world men's tennis
No. 1 for being unvaccinated against
COVID-19, a stance jeopardising his quest
for arecord 21st Grand Slam title.

Most Australians had wanted him gone,
but Serbian supporters waved national
flags and lauded him on arrival at
Belgrade airport.

"You are our champion, Novak!" and
"We love you, Nole!" they chanted, using
his diminutive name. he 34-year-old "King
of Melbourne" had won nine previous
Australia Opens, is level with Rafa Nadal
and Roger Federer on 20 titles, and was top
men's seed for the tournament that got un-
derway on Monday.

But instead of beginning his title de-
fence as scheduled at Melbourne Park, he
flew to Belgrade via Dubai after being twice
detained in a hotel with asylum-seekers
and then unceremoniously booted out by
Australian immigration.

"Whoever wins it now, doesn't really
count," said Alek Drakoo, a member of the
Australian Serbian community, disap-
pointed to miss seeing him in Melbourne.

The Australian government's decision
was in tune with majority public opinion,
but authorities have been criticised for not
resolving the issue before he arrived.
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Central Bank of India
Regional Office, Mauryalok Complex, Patna-1
POSSESSION NOTICE [UNDER RULE 8 (1) OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002]
Notice is hereby given under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of (Security) Interest Act. 2002 (54 of
2002), and in exercise of the power conferred under sub-section (12) of section 13 read with [rule 3] of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule
2002. The Authorized Officer issued a Demand Notice on the dates noted against account as mentioned herein after, calling them to repay the
amount within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Notice. The borrower/guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given
to the under noted borrower/guarantor and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below
in exercise of powers conferred on him under Sec. 13(4) of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the date mentioned against
account. The borrower/guarantor in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealing with the
property will be subject to the charge of Central Bank of India for the amount and interest thereon mentioned against account herein below.
The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section (13) of the Act, in respect of time available to redeem the
secured assets.
Name Name of the Name of the owner & Description of Date of Date of Amount Amount
of the Accounts/ the property mortgaged Demand |Possession| outstanding | outstanding
Branch Borrowers/ Notice Notice as on date | as on date of
Guaranter Affixed of Demand | Possession
Notice Notice
Gulzar |Borrowers: Description of the Immovable Property (Land &)04.05.2021]13.01.2022 |%9,99,322.26/-%9,99,322.26/-
Bagh Mr. Vijay Building): Name of the Mortgagor: Mr. Vijay Kumar, (Rupees Nine | (Rupees Nine
Branch |Kumar S/o S/o Late Bajrangi Lal and Co-borrower/Guarantor Mrs. lac ninety lac ninety
Late Bajrangi |Sheela Chandra, W/o Mr. Vijay Kumar. Address of the nine thousand | nine thousand
Lal and Mortgagors: Nal Band Toli Chandravanshi Gali, Near three hundred | three hundred
Co-borrower/ |Alamganj Chowki, Gulzarbagh, Patna-800007. Full twenty two twenty two
Guarantor: particulars of Property: Sale Deed No0.-9402, Dtd.- and paise and paise
Mrs. Sheela 16/12/2014, Area-15 dhur 18 dhurki, PO-Gulzarbagh, thwenty six thwenty six
Chandra W/o  |PS-Alamganj, District-Patna, Mouza/Moh-Nalband Toli only) with only) and
Mr. Vijay Kumar|Municipal Plot No.-2153 and 2155, Ward No.18/24 Holding future Interest interest
No0.97(N)/107(0Old), Sheet No.154, Circle No.76. Location and incidental thereon.
of the property: Mauza-Balband Toli, Mohallah-Nalbad charges w.e.f
Toli, Thana-Alamganj, Registry & Sub-registry-Patna City, 04.05.2021
Dist.-Patna. Boundary: North-Corporation Lane, South-
Part of Plot No.2153 and 2155, East-Part of Plot No.2153
and 2155, West-Umakant Choudhary.
Choudhary |Borrower/ Description of the Immovable Property (Land &|13.05.2019]15.01.2022| 34,72,954/- %4,72,954/-
Tola Co-borrower/ |Building): Name of the Mortgagor: Mr. Baban Kumar. (Rupees Four | (Rupees Four
Branch |Guarantor: Mr. |Full particulars of Property: Sale Deed No.-Registered lac seventy lac seventy
Baban Kumar |[Mortgage Deed No.10041, dtd. 16/10/2014, Area-550 two thousand | two thousand
and Kanchan |Sq.ft., Thana No.-2, Khata No.-54, Kheshra Survey Plot nine hundred | nine hundred
Kumari No.-82, Old Holding No.13, New Holding No.-37, Mauza- fifty four only) | fifty four only)
Chakmussalhapur, Thana-Kadamkuan, Registry & Sub- with future and interest
Registry-Patna, Location of the property: at Mauza- Interest and thereon.
Chakmusalahpur, Boundary: North-Part Plot No.82 of incidental
Smt. Leela Devi, South-Part Plot No.82 of Smt. Sangita charges w.e.f
Devi and Smt. Priya Devi, East-Sri Hari Prasad, Basu 29.04.2019
Malik and Tarani Prasad, West-10' Feet Wide Road.
Date :17.01.2022 Authorised officer
Place : Patna CENTRALBANKOFINDIA
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