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| INDO-PAKISTAN WAR INDO-PAKISTAN WAR KARGIL WAR

L 15th January 1949 was a fresh start towards serving and protecting India's newfound independence, as

| Field Marshal K M Cariappa took over the Indian Army's reins from General Francis Bucher.

This also marked the emergence of the world's fourth most powerful Military. With every war and
every conflict, we saw a reaffirmation of vigour and faith as they entered the battlefields with
high spirits of bravery and returned with the sweet taste of glorious victories. Whether it was
1965, 1971 Indo-Pak Wars or the Kargil War of 1999, our bravehearts displayed exceptional valour and
camaraderie, when it came to our nation's might and dignity.

Their indomitable spirit of gallantry in the face of adversity has always been extraordinary. Let's
raise a toast in honour of their 74-year-young legacy of striding ahead with incomparable courage

and patriotism.

HONOURING THE MARTYRS & WAR WIDOWS, AND THANKING ALL OUR Connect with us:

THE SONG ‘SHUKRIYA' [ ] SCAN TO WATCH SOLDIERS FOR ALWAYS SAFEGUARDING US & OUR MOTHERLAND

(A MUSICAL TRIBUTE STORIES OF
TO OUR ARMED FORCES) ‘REAL LIFE HEROES’ www.1965spiritofvictory.com

SCAN TO WATCH

Source: https://www.freepressjournal.in/india/why-is-army-day-observed-on-15-january-heres-all-you-need-to-know-about-the-historic-day 1965.spiritofvictory | /1965.spiritofvictory
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

Smt Takhellambam Ongbi
Tombisana Devi spouse of
GREF N0.GO-4242A Rank-SAO,
Takhellambam Kunjakeshwor
Singh, Office Add-HQ762BRTF
(GREF) C/0-56APO, PIN-930762
R/0-Wangjing Wangkhei PO-
Wangjing, Dist-Thoubal,
Manipur-795148 have changed
my name to Thongam Tombi
Devi for all purposes.

0040599364-1

I,LLINS FRANCIS KOLENGADAN,
S/0...FRANCIS KOLENGADAN
JOSEPH,ADD- FF-02,SANSKRITI
APPARTMENT,TOWER-5,GATE-
B,KH.NO,534-535,BURARI,
NORTH,DELHI 110084,Changed
my name to LINS FRANCIS,
permanently.  0040599406-3

I Changed my name from Tridev
Singh to Tridev Kumar, S/o
BudhiBahadur, R/0 SK-61B,
Sec-66, Noida, Gautam Budh
Nagar for all the future
purposes. 0070768773-1

ISharwan Lal Sharma S/0 Sh.
Harchand R/O Sanka Wali Gali
Near Bhoot Bangla Bhiduki (99)
Bhiduki Palwal Haryana 121107
Have Changed My Name
Sharwan Lal Sharma To
Sarwan Lal For All Purposes In
Future. 0070768728-1

I have changed my name from
MOHAMMAD HADISH AHMAD
to MOHAMMAD HADISH as per
Documents  0070768559-1

I, Abhinav, S/o Akhilesh Kumar
Jha, R/0 H-3/87, Sector 16,
Rohini, Delhi-110089, have
changed my name to Abhinav
Jha. 0070768726-1

I,hitherto known as Mukesh
Sharmaalias Mukesh
Kumar,S/o Ramesh Dutt
Sharma,R/0 Quarter No-24,
Type-2, Police-Colony,Vasant
Vihar-1,South-West
Delhi,Delhi-110057, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Mukesh
Kumar. 0040599419-7

I,hitherto known as Amit Kumar
Tripathi,S/o Sushil Kumar
Tiwariresiding at,369,Double-
Storey, Welcome Seelampur-
111,Delhi-110053,have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Amit Tiwari.
0040599406-8

l,Sanjeev Kumar MehtaS/o Sita
Ram Mehta,R/0 Flat.N0.804,
GH-5&7, Paschim Vihar,Delhi-
110087,have changed my name
to Sanjeev Mehta. 0040599406-7

I,Rakesh Joshi S/0 J.C. JoshiR/o-
A-48, Ground-Floor,
Ramprastha Colony,
Ghaziabad,U.P.-201011, have
changed my name to Rakesh
Chandra Joshi. 0040599406-9

I,REEFAT ANJUM,W/O IFTAKHAR
HUSSAIN KAZMI,R/0-FLAT.NO-
501,PLOT.NO-16,SARA HOMES-
2,NOIDA-EXTENTION SAI-CITI-
COLONY,SHAH BERI,
GAUTAMBUDDHA-NAGAR UP-
201009,changed my name to
RIFAT ANJUM. 0040599419-4

l,Pradeep Singh S/0,Gopan
Surbir Singh R/o-Flat-
No.214,Block-2,Samrat-Ashoka
Enclave,Plot-No.6,Sector-
18A,Dwarka, N.Delhi-
110078,that Pradeep Singh
mentioned as given name in
my Passport but | want to use
Singhas my surnamein my
Passport. 0040599406-10

I,MANJIT SINGH,S/O.HARDEV
SINGH, ADD- HOUSE NO.6, 2ND-
FLOOR,CHURCH ROAD
JANGPURA BHOGAL SOUTH
DELHI-110014, Changed my
nameto MANJEET SINGH
MARWAH, permanently.
0040599406-5

l,Rajeev Kumar S/o Raghunath
Prasad R/0 30 Sahyog
Apartments Near M2K Cinema
Pitampura Delhi have,changed
my name as Rajeev Kumar
Mathur permanently.

0040599365-1

I,Krishan Krishan Malik,S/o
Krishan Lal Malik R/0-H-1/1,
Second-Floor,Sita Apartment,
Krishna-Nagar,Delhi-
110051,have changed my name
to Kewal Krishan Malik,for all
purposes. 0040599406-4

LISHAMAL,S/0O-IBRAHIM SAAB
MAKANDAR,R/0-28,JEEVAN
DEEP KUSTH ASHRAM,WEST
BLOCK-8,SECTOR-1,RK
PURAM,NEW DELHI-
110022,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ISMAIL MAKANDAR.
0040599419-9

I,Hitesh S/o Pawan Kumar
Hazrati R/0o House.N0.1259,
Sector-9A,Gurugram,
(Haryana)-122001, have
changed my name to Hitesh
Kumar. 0040599419-1

I, Sunil Kumar Minocha, S/o
Satya Pal Minocha, R/0 C-1/66
Ashok Vihar, Phase-2, Delhi-
110052,have changed my name
to Sunil Minocha.

0040599419-10

l,0m Prakash Prasad S/o. Hari
Kishor Prasad R/0.RZ-J-7 Gali
No.11, Durga Park, Delhi-110045
have changed my name to Om
Prakash Gupta all future
purposes. 0040599379-1

l,Akbar Ahmad S/o Gulam Nabi
R/0 B-476,Gali No-20,Shri Ram-
colony, Rajiv Nagar,Delhi-
110094.have Changed my name
to Mohd Akbar.permanently.
0040599419-3

I, hitherto known as BADAL
KUMAR Son of ANILKUMAR
residing at H NO-254,GALI NO-
12,AMRIT PURI-B,GARHI,EAST
OF KAILASH,NEW DELHI-110065
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
BADAL JANA son of ANIL JANA
forall future purposes.

0040599367-1

I,Lissy EM W/O Glory Kunjumon
R/0O- Puthen PuraHouse
Cherumoodu Vellimon PO
Kundara Kollam Kerala. have
changed my Daughter Name
Ardra Glory to Anna Glory Age
19years is suffering from serve
Autism Spectrum Disorder .As
A Guardianthisisall
information correct and true.
0040598733-9

1, Anil, S/o Rattan Singh, R/O
DDA SFS Flat No. 266,
Dwarkadeesh Apartments,
Pocket-2,Sec-12,Dwarka New
Delhi-110078, have changed my
name to Anil Tanwar for all
purposes. 0040599061-1

0040599061-1

I, CIBA S SINGH D/O SURENDER
SINGH and W/O DANIEL VIJAY
JADHAV, R/0 House No. 105/
Pocket G-30, Sector-3, Rohini,
New Delhi-110085 Have
changed my nameto CIBA
SINGH for all future purposes.
0040599238-1

I, Harshdeep S/0 Shri Karamjit
Singh,R/0 WZ-1247, Arya
SamajRoad, Nangal Raya,
Delhi-46 have changed my
name to Harshdeep Singh for
all purposes. 40599290-9

I, Ankita Dahiya D/o Late
Raghvinder Malik R/0 2229,
Sector 16, Faridabad, Haryana
have changed my name to
Ankita Malik for all future
purposes.

0040599232-1

I, Yogesh S/o K.N Vidhani R/0 87-
88, Second Floor, Pocket-8,
Sector-24, Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have changed my name to
Yogesh Vidhani, for all
purposes.

0070768775-1

I, Saarah Khan W/0, Mohammad
Atif,R/0 K-95/5a,Al-watan
Apartments,Street No.5,Abul-
Fazal-Enclave,Delhi
110025,have changed my name
to Saarah Sajid Khan,for all
purposes. 40599419-8

I, Raj Kumar, S/o Sh. Sarwan Lal,
R/0 103 Pacific Tower, Omaxe
Heights, Sector 86, Kheri Kalan
(113), Faridabad, Haryana
121002, Have Changed My
Name Raj Kumar to Raj Kumar
Sharma For All Purposes In
Future. 0070768737~
1

I, RAJENDRA SINGH S/O HUKAM
SINGH R/0O PLOTNO.C-10,
KHASRANO.7/1,2nd-FLOOR,
SATYAM-VIHAR, CHANCHAL-
PARK, NANGLOI, DELHI-110041.
CHANGED MY NAME TO
RAJENDERSINGH.  40599406-2

I, Preeti, W/o Yogesh Vidhani,
R/0 87-88, Second Floor,
Pocket-8, Sector-24, Rohini,
Delhi-110085, have changed my
name to Preeti Vidhani, for all
purposes. 0070768772-1

I, Pawan Kheria S/o Murari Lal
Kheria R/0.702, 7th Floor-B,
Maxblis Grand Kingston,
Sector-75, Noida, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, UP-201301, have
changed my name to PAWAN
KUMAR KHERIA for all
purposes.

0070768761-1

I,Ajay Rajkishor Choudhary,S/0
RajKishore R/0-C-3528 First-
Floor, Left-Side, Green Field
Colony Faridabad-121001,Have
Changed My Name Ajay
Choudhary. 0040599406-1

I,Aarti Kochhar W/0-Rajesh
Kochhar R/O-Flat.No-1182,H-
3,2nd Floor,Arjun Nagar,Kotla
Mubarakpur,New Delhi-
110003, Have Changed My
Name To Arti Kochhar,For
All,Future Purposes
.0040599406-6

I, Arun Jain S/0 Anil Kumar Jain,
R/oflat no 117,Plot no-30,
sector-4, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad,U.P- 221010, have
changed my name from Arun
Kumar Jain to Arun Jain.

0040599362-1

I, Anjali Jain W/0 Arun Jain,R/0
Flatno 117,Plot no-30, Sector-4,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,U.P-
221010, have changed my
name from Anjali to Anjali Jain.
0040599361-1

COURT NOTICE

I, Amit moudgill R/O plot no 203
ground floorl shakti khand 2

In the Court of Sh. Shirish Aggarwal
Administrative Civil Judge-cum-
Additional Rent Controller (Central), Delhi
Court Room No. 28, Ground Floor, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

Petition No. SC-230/2021
Smt. Sanchi Gupta & Anr.
Versus
The State
Ms. Sanchi Gupta W/o Sh. Ankit Gupta
Dlo Late Sh. Radhey Shyam Goel & Late Smt. Mithlesh Goel
Rlo A-770, Block-A, Shastri Nagar, Delhi-110052
Mr. Sahil Goel
Slo Late Sh. Radhey Shyam Goel & Late Smt. Mithlesh Goel
Rlo £-2, 190-191, Upper Ground Floor, st Nagar, Deki-110052
ACT, 1925

To Al Concerned

_Whereas in the above noted
petition the applicant/ petitioner has
applied for Succession Certificate to
the Hon'ble Court Under Section
372 of the Indian Succession Act.
1925, in respect of the debt and
securities of Rs. ... As per record to
be standing in the name of Late Sh.
Radhey Shyam Goel the
deceased.

Whereas the 10-02-2022 at 10' o
clock in the forenoon has been fixed
for hearing or the application notice
is hereby givento all concerned.

Given under my hand and the seal
ofthe courton this 12-01-2022. sd/

SHIRISH AGGARWAL
Administrative Civil Judge-cum-

@ Additional Rent Confroller (Central), Delhi
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RAJIV GANDHI UNIVERSITY OF
HEALTH SCIENCES, KARNATAKA
4th 'T' Block, Jayanagara, Bengaluru — 560 041.
Ph No.080-26961928 Fax-080-26961929

No.RGU/ENG/EOI/MP/ARC/RAM/18/2021-22

Date: 14/01/2022

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

of Reference.

The Registrar Rajiv Gandhi University of Health Sciences
invites tender for Expression of Interest for Preparation
of Master plan to Establish RGUHS Campus at
Archakarahalli, Ramanagara by Reputed Architectural
Firms. The information is provided in the attached Terms

Tender document available for downloaded

14/01/2022 11.43 Hrs

Last date for receipt of Tender

25/01/2022 16.00 Hrs

Opening of Bids

27/01/2022 16.01 Hrs

Platform Engineering-I Department, State Bank of India,
Global IT Centre, Sector-11, CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai - 400614

CORRIGENDUM-II

Please refer to RFP no. SBI/GITC/Platform Engineering-1/2021/2022/809
Dated: 06.12.2021 for Procurement of Comprehensive Endpoint
Security Solution for State Bank Group. Corrigendum-II dated
13.01.2022 can be accessed under procurement news at
https://www.sbi.co.in and e-Procurement agency portal

0SBl

https://etender.sbi/SBI/

Place: Navi Mumbai
Date: 15.01.2022

sd/-

Deputy General Manager
(Platform Engineering-l Department)

(0]

RAIL WHEEL FACTORY i
EOI NOTICE No: RWF/M/EOI/AMS/2021-22/01 Dtd. 14/01/2022

"EXPRESSION OF INTEREST" :- On behalf of the President of India,
the Principal Chief Mechanical Engineer invites expression of interest for
the following work from reputed and experienced organizations through
physical format or through mail.

Yelahanka, Bengaluru — 560064. aah

Place of Opening of Tender

Office of the Registrar, RGUHS, 4th
T Block, Jayanagara, Bengaluru-41

DIPR/2872/2021-22

More details can be fetched from website https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in.

Sd/-
REGISTRAR

indirapuram ghaziabad 201014 SR.| NAME OF BOARD/ NAME OF WORK OPENING DATE | AMOUNT/EMD | WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICER/CON-

have changed the name Of my NO. CORP/AUTH NOTICE TENDER CLOSING DATE | (APPROX.) IN BOARD CORP./AUTH TACT DETAILS/EMAIL

minor child aged 17 years from (TIME) RUPEES -

pari moudgill to naira 1. HARYANA CONSTRUCTION. | 14.01.2022 | 1587.81 www.hphe.org-in | gppanchkula @

B RENOVATION

moudgill. 0070768722-2 HOUSING | SPECIAL REPAIR WORKs | 2012022 | LACS yahoo.com

1, Abhishek, S/o Akhilesh Kumar COPORATION | IN VARIOUS PLACES IN

Jha, R/o H-3/87, Sector 16, PANCHKULA HARYANA STATE

Rohini, Delhi-110089, have 6912/HRy  FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

changed my name to Abhishek

Jha. 0070768727-1

LOST & FOUND - DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVERNMENT OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
- OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SDW) XII C[ﬁ

I, WINNIE SINGH D/O MR.N.K. Bl STP ROHINI SEC-25 ROHINI DELHI- 110085

SINGH have lost the Original- ladinaduds
General Power of Attorney PRESS NIT No. 16 EE (SDW) XII (2021-22)

dated-17th June-1985and S. Name of Work Estimated |Tender| Earnest E-tender ID Last date/ time for
Original-Agreement to Sell No. Cost Fee | Money receipt of tender through

dated-17th June-1985 of my
property Flat.No.H-403,4th
FLOOR,SOM VIHAR
APARTMENTS,SEC-10,R.K.
PURAM,NEW DELHI,in case
found,please contact-at above
address. 0040599249-1

EDUCATIONAL

Online classes for Drawing
Development. Children age 3-
15. Contact: Sushama
Chimanpure Gargatti Mob -
903543753 0050190331-1

I,M Durai Pandiyan,S/o
Muthaiya, R/0-B-4/209,Sector-
8, Rohini Delhi-85,changed my
minor daughter’s name D
Srividyato Srividya.

0040599419-2

I, Manju Goel S/o Suresh Kumar
R/0 335 Deepali Enclave
Pitampura Delhi have changed
my name as Manju Kumari
permanently.

0040599365-2

I, Leena Singh, Dwarka sector
22,New Delhi 110077. 1 have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from Suhani to Suhani
Singh and she shall hereafter
be known as Suhani Singh for
all future purposes.

0070768733-1

I, KM BABITA RANI,W/0O MUKESH
KUMAR, R/0 FLAT NO-37A,
BLOCK-FG-1, VIKASPURI,DELHI-
110018,have changed my name
to BABITA DAGUR,for all, future
purpose. 0040599406-
"

I, Jitha W/o Mr. Vijayakumar
Koppatta R/o A-1/1503, Saya
Zenith, Ahinsa Khand-2,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh have changed my
name to Jitha Balanandan
Sasikala for all future
purposes. 40599370-1

I, Hemanti Beck, W/o Vivek Beck,
R/091B, First Fir, Bhel
Township, Sec-17, Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P-
201301, have changed my name
to Hemanti Minj for all future
purposes. 0070768784-1

I, Arushi Garg D/o Ajay Garg R/o
BL-14,Ground Floor,Jail Road,
HariNagar, Delhi-110064 have
changed my name to AARUSHI
GARG  0040599382-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it Known that My Client DILIP
SINGH S/0  SHRI  CHANAN
SINGH R/O 446, DEEPALI
ENCLAVE, PITAMPURA, DELHI-
110034, hereby Disown/Debar his
son MANJIT SINGH movable/
immovable/ Patrika properties
/assets for wrong behaviour &
severed relations from them as
they are no more in her control. If
anybody dealing with them, shall
be doing at his/her own risk cost &
responsibility.

Sd/- PARKASH CHAND
(Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-9065/2019

ReS kAl Ll
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PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Smt. Bhagwanti W/o Late!
Murli Bhar Rfo C-10/13, Sector-15,
Rohini, Dethi-110089, has broken all her
ties with her daughter Disha Alwani
Singh W/o Amarjit Singh, She has
Disowned all of them from her
moveable and immovable properties
and anyone dealing with them shall do
soathis [her own risk.

HARISH AHUJA & ASSOCITES
Advocates

Chamber : 718, Lawyer's Chamber
Block, Rohini Court,
Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed
that my client Smt. Sunita W/o
Late Sh. Sunder Singh R/o 1/1040A,
G-13, 3° Floor, Ganesh Apartment,
Mansarover Park, Shahdara, Delhi-
110032, have severed his all relations
with her daughter Kalash @ Mansi
Dlo Late Sh. Sunder Singh and also
disowned and debarred her from all
her moveable and immoveable
properties i.e. property bearing No.
F-2/265, Sultanpuri, Delhi-110086
and other property bearing No.1/1040A.
G-13, 3° Floor. Ganesh Apartment,
Mansarover Park, Shahdara, Delhi-
110032, due to her ILL Treatment and
Disobedience. Any person deal with
them shell do of his/her own risk, cost.
My client shall not be held responsible
for any act done by them in future.
Alka Ahir (Advocate)

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Executive Engineer Public Works Division Bhokar, Dist. Nanded
E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 38/2021-2022
ONLINE Tender (e-tender) in B-1 form for the Nanded District
total 01 (One) work are invited by the Executive Engineer, Public
Works Division Bhokar, Dist. Nanded (Phone No. 02467-222658)
on Government of Maharashtra Electronic Tender Management
System. From the registered contractor in appropriate class of Public
Works Department of Maharashtra State. The details can be viewed
and downloaded online directly from the Government of
Maharashtra e-tender portal https://mahatenders.gov.in/ on sub
portal www.mahapwd.gov.in as under.
Note: 1) Details of the tender documents are available on
https://mahatenders.gov.in/
www.mahapwd.gov.in web site of the Government of

e-tendering

Mabharashtra.

2) If there are any changes in the tender notice, then the
information will be display on the web site.

3) Executive Engineer, Public Works Division Bhokar, Dist.
Nanded has reserved the right to accept or reject tenders.

DGIPR/2021-2022/C-3685

and

Executive Engineer
Public Works Division
Bhokar Dist. Nanded

(EMD)

e-procurement solution

. |Providing consultancy services for Augmentation
/ Up-gradation of various existing STPs in Delhi

Item rate

1500/~

891000/~

27.01.2022
3:15 PM

2022_DJB_214751_1

NIT along with all terms and condition is available on website:
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1006(2021-22)
“STOP CORONA: Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing and Maintain Hand Hygiene”

Sd/-
(Ashok Kumar Sharma)
Asstt. Ex. Engineer (SDW) XII

Sl EOI No Name of the Due Date for
No. ' work submission of EOI
EOI Number: RWF/M/EQI/ Machining of
1 |AMS/2021-22/01 Dtd. 14/01/2022 | BOXN Axles |~ 28-01-2022
For more details on this, 'EXPRESSION OF INTEREST' for
the above mentioned work can be viewed on our website

“www.rwf.indianrailways.gov.in”.

DY. CME/AP

RAJASTHAN MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD.

Gandhi Block, Swasthya Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur- 302005, India
Ph. No. 0141-2228066, 2228064
CIN: U24232RJ2011SGC035067

(A Govt.of Rajasthan Undertaking )

Website: www.rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in
Email: edprmsc@nic.in

RefNo:F.02(346) RMSCLIPROCUREMENTIDRUGINIB- 03/2022/50

SHORT TERM E- bids are invited upto 6.00 PM of 17.01.2022 for E-BID FOR
RATE CONTRACT CUM SUPPLY AND EMPANELMENT OF DRUGS
AND MEDICINES Details of NIB may be seen in the Bidding Documents at
our office or at the website of State Public Procurement portal
http//sppp.raj.nic.in (UBN- MSC2122GLOB00139 www.dipronline.org,
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. http://rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in and may

Dated:06-01-2022
Notice Inviting E- Bid

be downloaded from there.

Samwad/C/10537/2021-22

Senior Manager ( Procurement )
RMSCL

ARTIFICIAL LIMBS MANUFACTURING CORPORATION OF INDIA

Phone- 0512-2770176, Fax- 0512-2770617

indicated below:

Online Bids (Technical & Price Bid) are invited for supply of item as per details

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
G.T. Road, Kanpur-209217
Visit us: www.alimco.in

SFat

IS/1S0 : 9001 :2015

TOLLFREE NO. 18001805129
OPEN TENDER NOTICE

Delhi on DBO Basis under EE (WB)-I.
(Re-invited).

Lakhs

2022_DJB_214687_1

Further details in this regard can be seen at https:/govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1003(2021-22)

“STOP CORONA, WEAR FACE MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

Sd/-
E.E. (WB)-I

Tender Approx | EMD | Due date
Category of Items | Qty. ) *
Number gory Qty Value |(inRs.) |of Opening
- OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (P) 4 PTIOTIO7IAZ e FeaT et Suen, é”t 1R§;1 310,000 15.02.2022
i i DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI i of Automated Convevorised € :
o = yorise Cr.
S | ROOM NO. 29, B-BUILDING, JHANDEWALAN, NEW DELHI-110005. Powder Coating Plant”
Phone: 09650094325 Email Id: djbwaterbody @gmail.com e (On Turnkey Basis)”
PRESS NIT No. 19 (2021-22) Interested Tenderers may download the tender document from ALIMCO website
Sl Name of Work Estimated Earnest |Tender Fee| Date of Rele_ase of | Last Date/ Time of receipt www.alimeo.in (for reference only) and CPPP website: https:lleprocure.gov.inl
e Va?.?:‘(?éb), TEOJS‘)' :ender m E-p et eprocurefapp.Tender Fee of Rs 600/- to be submitted only through online payment
Amount put Solution & Tender ID gateway available at www.alimco.in. Submit scan copy of the e- receipt of the same along
toitender o3 with TC bid. All SSI / MSE's Vendor are exempted from Tender Cost after
01 |Rejuvenation of Tihar Lake in Tihar Village,| DBO Basis % 27.00 % 1500/- 13.01.2022 04.2.2022 At 03:00 PM

(URC) only.

ALIMCO web-site.

producing/submitting Valid Udyog Aadhaar Memorandum/ Udyam Registration Certificate

Tenderers are requested to submit their Offers/Bids through E- Tendering Process only on
https://eprocure.gov.infeprocure/app. The Technical Bid will be Opened at 1530 hrs. on
the due date as indicated above. ALIMCO reserves the right to reject any or all
requests/Offers without assigning any reason.

Note: For any corrigendum in the tender, Tenderers may please visit CPPP website and

For ALIMCO - DGM (SP & C)

(ele )V 2 1V 2N o J 17N/ 7.Y TENDER NOTICE b

AMOUNT / EMD
SR NAME OF OPENING DATE WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
NO DEPARTMENT RANEDFWORK HOTICETENDER CLOSING DATE (A":S;’EXE';I" DEPARTMENT DETAILS/EMAIL
ANNUAL REPAIR OF ADMIN BLOCK AND WORK SHOP BLOCK IN TT1 002 A
1 PWD B&R SONIPAT BUILDING AT GANAUR AND OTHER VARIOUS BUILDING FOR THE YEAR | >/ 012027 1555 LACS | https:/Jetenders.hry.nicin e .
20122, 8.01.20 pwd-eepd2-sonepat@hry.nic.in
SPECIAL REPAIR OF MANDEBAR TO FARAKPUR ROAD (KM 00T0 159) | o O
2 | PWDBAR YAMUNANAGAR | (ID429) BY RELAYING OF EXISTING C.C. BLOCK IN YAMUNA NAGAR oo ISLCS | psiftendarshyaicin | o i
DISTRICT (RE-INVITE) + 3 OTHERS WORKS e pwe-eepd-y gar@ihry.nic,
PROVIDING SOMM INTERLOCKING PAVER BLOCK ON BERS ON AMBALA | -~ IO
3 PWD B8R AMBALA BARAULA ROAD AT AMBALA CITY IN ANBALA DISTRICT (AMBALA CITY | 3002052 IGUCS | ttpsfetendeshiyicin | W
CONSTITUENCY) (ROAD ID -9) o pua-eep y.nc.
SPEICAL REPAIR OF CHC AT LADWA IN DISTRICT KURUKSHETRA (PDG. | 17.01.2022 , — 01712630877
4 R BSRAVEAA INTERNAL EI ONLY) 24.01.2022 1678LAG | hifps:/fetendershry.icin | o\ cood ambala@hry.nicin
ANNUAL REPAIR OF PWD COLONY RESIDENCE SONIPAT AND OTHER 07.01.2022 , — 01302200575
: PWD BAR SONIPAT VARIOUS BUILDING IN SONIPAT DISTT FOR THE YEAR 2021-22 28012022 BISUAGS | hitps:/fetenders.hry.nicin | i eendp-sonepat@hry.icin
ANNUAL REPAIR OF PWD REST HOUSE OFFICE AND NON RESIDENCE 07.01.2022 , — 01302200575
6 PHD BAR.SONIFAT BUILDING AT SONIPAT IN SONIPAT DISTT FOR THE YEAR 2021-22 28012022 17351AC5 | https:/fetenders.ry.nicin | o oonip conepat@hry.nicin
CONSTRUCTION OF ROAD FROM KHURANA ROAD TO KHANOURI (NH-5)
7 PWD B&R KAITHAL ADJACET TO KATTHAL DRAIN IN KAITHAL DISTT. UNDER CM CL(?ZS(I)“Z‘GZODZAZTE IIMIIACS | Nttps:etendershyicin | %Big%gll@%r -
ANNOUNCEMENT CODE NO. 24810 DATED 13.02.2019) e pwa-eep y-nic.
SET UP OF VULNERABLE WITNESS IN JUDICIAL COMPLEX AT SONIPAT. | 13.01.2022 _ — 0184226569
8 e (PDG. E1 ONLY) + 1 OTHER WORK 2401202 SOUG | https:/jetendersry.nicin | ceod karmal@hry.nicin
TNO. WORK CONST. AND MANAGEMENT OF GREY WATER PROJECT AND | 10.01.2022 ' — 9813805200
9 PANCHAYATI RAJ KARNAL 1 OTHER WORK 02022022 58.43 LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in prexeeng krl@hry.nicin
CONST. OF 2 NOS. WORKS, SR. NO. 1 1PB STREET & SR. NO. 2 RASTAOF | 14.01.2022 , — 9812544460
10 | PANCHAYATI RAJ JHAJJAR DISTRICT JHATIAR. 20012022 231.37 LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in preveeng r@hry.nicin
PUBLIC HEALTH PROVIDING INDEPENDENT CANAL BASED WATER WORKS AT VILLAGE | 14.01.2022 , — 01666-221925
1| ENGINEERING SIRSA KUKKAR THANA, DISTT. SIRSA (UNDER JJM) 24012022 M583LACS | hitps:/fetenders.ry.nicin | oo irsa@phecharyana.gov.in
AUG. OF DRINKING WATER SUPPLY SCHEME (CB) FOR 122 NO. VILLAGES
(@40 LPCD TO 70 LPCD IN NARNAUL TEHSLL, DISTT. MOHINDERGARH.
5 PUBLIC HEALTH SUPPLY, ERECTION, TESTING & COMMISSIONING THE ELECTRIC 13012022 S I 01282260091
ENGINEERING NARNAUL | TRANSFORMERS & DIESEL GENERATING SETS OF REQUIRED CAPACITY |  03.02.2022 ' ps: AN | eednarmaul@phedharyana.govin
AS MENTIONED IN DNIT INCLUDING ALL MATERIAL , LABOUR &
ACCESSORIES COMPLETE IN ALL RESPECT FOR VARIOUS VILLAGES ."
SHRI ATAL BIHART
INDIAN AND FOREIGN JOURNALS FOR CENTRAL AND DEPARTMENT
13 | VAJPAYEE GOVERNMENT | 1a0noy SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAIPAYEE GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE | 7012022 et https:/fetenders hry.nicin |, 0129-2840600
MEDICAL COLLEGE CHHAINSA FARIDABAD AS PER THE ANNEXURE A 26.01.2022 60000/- dirsabvgme-fbd.dmer@hry.gov.in
HARYANA FARIDABAD
CONST OF IPB STREET AND VARIOUS WORKS VARIOUS VILLAGES OF 1701202 , — 9416087780
14| PANCHAYATI RAJ BHIWANI BLOCK BHIWANI DISTT BHIWANI 31012022 786BLACS | hitps:/fetenders.hry.nic.n bdpobhiwani@gmail.com
BLOCK DEVELOPMENT &
CONSTRUCTION OF VARIOUS WORKS VARIOUS VILLAGES OF BLOCK 17.01.2022 , . 9416087780
N PANCHQE’I*VT@&FHCER BHIWANI DISTT BHIWAN 31012022 6047LAGS | hitps:/fetendershry.nic.n bdpobhiwani@gmail.com
CONST. OF VARIOUS DEVELOPMENTS WORKS AT VARIOUS VILLAGES, | 17.01.2022 , — 9416421261
16 | PANCHAYATI RAJ REWARL DISTT. REWARI 24012022 163.33 LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in prexeeng,r@hry.nic.n
14012022 , — 852959566
17 | PANCHAYATLRAJNARNAUL | 4 NO. COMMUNITY CENTRE (CIVIL WORKS+ELECTRICAL WORKS) 75206 LACS | hitps:/Jetenders.hry.nicin .
27.01.2022 prexeeng.nr@hry.nic.in
PANCHAYATI RAJ YAMUNA 17.01.2022 , — 9812037976
18 o CONSTRUCTION OF SADHBAVNA MANDAP IN DISTRICT YAMUNA NAGAR | /032022 148,11 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nicin e atnich
1o | FOREST DEPARTNENT | CONSTRUCTION OF GAZEBO AT BIRD SAFAR], PHEASANT BREEDING 13.01.2022 US|t eendes e 9466467787
HARYANA PANCHKULA CENTER BERWALA DISTRICT PANCHKULA + 1 OTHER WORK 21012022 : ps: o pecfwlhry@gmail.com
2o | FOREST DEPARTMENT | LAYING OF PIPELINES AT WLS BIR SHIKARGAH DISTRICT PANCHKULA + | 13012022 Py 9466467787
HARYANA PANCHKULA 1 OTHER WORK 21012022 : ps: Ary.nic peciwlhry@gmail.com
FOREST DEPARTMENT 12012022 , — 01681255458
21 HARYANA JIND WASHROOM AT GATAULI NURSERY + 3 OTHER WORKS 18.01.2022 7.40 LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in dfojind2009@reciffmail.com
1, | FOREST DEPARTMENT CONSTRUCTIONS OF WASH ROOM AT HISAR, HANSI AND ADAMPUR 12012022 WECs | Higedemias i 9416181526
HARYANA HISAR RANGE 19.01.2022 : ps: o dfohisar.t@gmal.com
DIRECTOR STATE ONLINE TENDER FOR ARRANGING THE SUPPLY OF HIGH SPEED DIESEL |, .- Y728 443
23 | TRANSPORT HARYANA (HSD) OIL REQUIRED FOR VARIOUS DEPOTS AND SUB-DEPOT OF e 1400 CRORE | https://etenders.hry.nicin S gonston
CHANDIGARH HARYANA RODWAYS. e jstenry@gmll
TRRIGATION & WATER
24 | RESOURCES DEPARTMENT | RECONSTRUCTION OF DR %§3§r§v®525580165 OF JARDGAR DISTY3 ggiggg 682LACS | https:/Jetenders.hry.nicin i digg;‘géfiﬁzill on
HARYANA KARNAL o gmall
CARRYING OUT SURVEY, INCLUDING UNDERWATER SURVEY TF
REQUIRED, FEASIBILITY STUDY, APPROPRIATE DIVERSION WORKS
REQUIRED, LAYOUT AND PREPARATION OF GADS, COLLECTING
. REISR&IJg’éEISO“[‘);,X\@JSNT HYDRAULIC AND OTHER RELEVANT DATA, GEOTECHNICAL 13012022 EMD S—— 9996608432
e LT | INVESTIGATION AND DETAILED DESIGNING, WORKING DRAWINGS, 20012022 15000)- ps: LS xenwsdivnkkra@gml.com
VETTING OF DRAWING, SITE PLAN, DETAILED ESTIMATES WITH B0Q
DNIT FOR "RECONSTRUCTION OF SUPER PASSAGE AT RD 15.808 OF SYL
CANAL".
TRRIGATION & WATER CONSTRUCTING HODI AND FIXING GATE AT RD OF ASAUDHA PUNP
26 | RESOURCES DEPARTMENT HOUSING CL(%S(I)QGZE;\ZTE S1361ACS | htpsijetendershysicin | divisig:éffﬁéo;a“ o
HARYANA BAHADURGARH LINK DRAIN. + 4 LOTHER WORKS 02 garh@gmail

6910/HRY

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
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Anti-CM rally:
100 detained,
25 booked

under strict
Arunachal law

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA, JANUARY 14

OVER A hundred people were
put under preventive detention
in Arunachal Pradesh on Friday
over a 36-hour strike called by
the All Nyishi Youth Association
(ANYA), a major tribal youth
group of the state, seeking Chief
Minister Pema Khandu'’s ouster.

Around 25 members al-
legedly involved in calling the
strike, declared illegal by the au-
thorities, were booked under a
stringent state law, also called
the  Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, which gives the
authorities sweeping detention
powers. They were sent to 12
days in judicial custody.

In the evening, after the strike
had ended, police alleged a
“deep conspiracy” to destabilise
the state BJP government, create
lawlessness in the state and di-
vide it along communal lines, as
well as to cause loss of lives.

ANYA, which represents the
Nyishi tribe, among the largest
tribal groups in Arunachal, has
alleged Khandu's involvement in
aRs 2,000-crore scam of govern-
ment funds.

Police claimed those de-
tained had confessed to having
broughtin “weapons” to be used
during the strike, such as cata-
pults and local daggers called
daos.

The local administration had
earlier shut down Internet serv-
ices in Itanagar and neighbour-
ing areas starting Wednesday to
deter the protest plans, and these
came back on after the strike
ended.

However, the ANYA strike
was successful, with normal life
hit in Itanagar and nearby areas
such as Naharlagun.

Ina press briefing at Itanagar,
Inspector General (Law and
Order) Chukhu Apa said: “For
the first time, we noticed that
bandh callers hired anti-social
elements on payment from

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

THE WORLD

OMICRON SPREADS:
HOSPITALS FILL UP IN
2 DOZEN U.S. STATES

U.S. ALLEGES RUSSIA
PREPARING PRETEXT
TO INVADE UKRAINE
PAGE 16

With SP, Maurya
targets Yogi, his
80-20 remark: 85

ours, 15 too divided

Says Dalits, backward form govt,
time’s up for Gorakhpur Skylab

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav with ministers and MLAs who
defected from the BJP, in Lucknow on Friday. Vishal Srivastav

LALMANIVERMA GOVT & POLITICS
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 14 NOTICE PERIOD FOR
SWAMI PRASAD Maurya and REGISTERING NEW
Dharam Singh Saini, who re- PARTIES CUT FROM
sigljed asministers from the Yogi 30 TO 7 DAYS
Adityanath government earlier 5, =c 4
this week, joined the rival SP
Friday along with 5
MLAs who also quitthe — — preted as areference to
BJP and a sixth from the population of the
ApnaDal(S). minorities in the state —
An OBCleader, Mau- Maurya said: “You are
rya launched a broad- giving the slogan of 80
side against the BJP gov- and 20 (per cent), but I
ernment, saying “sarkar DEZCCEISN say it will now be be-
banavein Dalit aur tween 15 and 85... 85

pichde aur malai khavein
woh log agde, 5 per cent log (Dalits
and backward form the govern-
ment but the cream goes to five
per cent of the forward castes)”.
Targeting Chief Minister
Adityanath and his remark that
the Assembly election contest
will be an ‘80 per cent vs 20 per
cent’ fight — in political circles,
the 20 per cent has been inter-

toh hamara hai, 15 me
bhi batwara hai (85 per cent is
ours and there is division evenin
the remaining 15 per cent).”
Dara Singh Chauhan, the third
minister to resign from the ruling
party, was not present at the SP
headquarters where its chief
Akhilesh Yadav welcomed the BJP
rebels into the party fold.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

BoMB SCARE IN DELHI

Abomb squad member attempts to defuse an IED found inside a bag at the Ghazipur flower
market in Delhi on Friday, just days before Republic Day. National Security Guard personnel
later destroyed the device using a controlled explosion. PT1

REPORT, PAGE 8

Outrage as bishop acquitted in
nun rape, court blames ‘rivalry’

VISHNU VARMA &
APURVAVISHWANATH
KOCHI,NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

HOLDING THAT “in-fight and ri-
valry and group fights of the nuns,
and the desire for power, position
and control over the congrega-
tion” were evident in the case, a
trial courtin Kerala Friday acquit-
ted Franco Mulakkal, the former
Jalandhar Bishop of the Catholic
Church, of all charges in the al-
leged rape of a nun.

The high-profile case had led
to an unprecedented public
protest in Keralamore than three
years ago by other nuns in sup-
port of the complainant.

“This is a case in which the
grain and chaff are inextricably
mixed up. Itis impossible to sep-

Pakistan’s first security policy puts
focus on India, underlines terror

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

UNVEILING WHAT it calls its
“first-ever” National Security
Policy (NSP), the Pakistan Army-
backed government of Prime
Minister Imran Khan has ac-
knowledged that the “employ-
ment of terrorism has become a
preferred policy choice for hos-
tile actors”.

In remarks that echo India's
position on the issue, the docu-
ment states: “The most acute
form of efforts to undermine sta-
bility and national harmony of a
society is terrorism.”

Awindow
toPak

EXPLAINED

PAKISTAN'S first-ever
National Security Policy
provides a window to
the thinking within its
civilian-military estab-
lishment. Framed on ex-
pected lines, it identifies
India as a key pre-occu-
pation. Beijing, mean-
while, is clearly the
strategic partner of
choice.

However, in a claim that has
repeatedly been contested by
India, which blames Pakistan for
exporting terror across the bor-
der, the NSP states: “Pakistan
pursues a policy of zero toler-
ance for any groups involved in
terrorist activities on its soil.”

The document states: “The
employment of terrorism has
become a preferred policy
choice for hostile actors in addi-
tion to soft intrusion through
various non-kinetic means.
Terrorism is also being used to
disrupt and delay development
initiatives.”

Indiais mentioned at least 16

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Bishop Franco Mulakkal
leaves a Kottayam court
after his acquittal. Express

arate the grain from the chaff.
There are exaggerations and em-
bellishments in the version of
the victim. She has also made
every attempt to hide certain
facts. It is also evident that the
victim was swayed under the in-

fluence of others who had other
vested interest in the matter,”
Kottayam Additional Sessions
Judge G Gopakumar wrote in a
289-page order.

“The in-fight and rivalry and
group fights of the nuns, and the
desire for power, position and
control over the congregation is
evident from the demand placed
by PW1 (Primary Witness) and
her supporting nuns who were
ready to settle the matter if their
demands for a separate region
under the diocese of Bihar is ac-
cepted by the church,” the order
stated, while referring to the
complainant.

Referring to a previous judg-
ment delivered by the Supreme
Court, Judge Gopakumar stated
in the order that “when it is not

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

Rid friend’s parents of
evil spirits via chants: II'T

Mandi director in video
‘Ghosts exist...science can’'t explain all’

SOURAVROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

AVIDEO clip showing IIT Kanpur
professor Laxmidhar Behera, who,
days ago, was appointed Director
of [IT Mandi, speaking about his
apparent act of exorcism torid his
friend's apartment and parents of
"evil spirits" through the chanting
of holy mantras has sparked a
controversy.

Behera, according to the IIT
Kanpur website, is a professor in

Severely injured Alwar girl stable after surgery,
Opp slams police for no arrests in rape FIR

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR, JANUARY 14

STANDING IN the driveway of a
Jaipur hospital where a mentally
challenged girl is being treated
for severe wounds caused by an
alleged sexual assault, her uncle
says, “We want justice. Humko
insaaf milna chahiye aur jo
darinde hain unko saza milni
chahiye, jaldi se jaldi pakad mein
aana chahiye (We should get jus-

tice and those evil men who did
this should be caught and pun-
ished as soon as possible).”

In the two days since the girl
was found lying on a bridge in
Alwar bleeding profusely from
near her private parts, the 15-
year-old’s plight has set offa po-
litical firestorm as well, with the
BJP accusing Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra of ignoring the assault in
a state ruled by the Congress,
even as she fights on a pro-
women plank in Uttar Pradesh.

BJP leader Manjinder Singh
Sirsa, who visited the hospital
where the girl is admitted, said:
“Doctors say what happened
with ‘Nirbhaya’ (the 2012 Delhi
gangrape victim), the barbarians
have committed the same atroc-
ity with her.” He was critical of
police not being able to appre-
hend those behind the assault.

The Alwar police has lodged
a case under the POCSO Act and
the IPC Section for rape. On
Friday evening, Alwar SP

Tejaswani Gautam said while
they were still investigating,
medical reports and technical
evidence indicated “ki ismein
dushkarm ki sambhavana nahin
hai(that there is no possibility of
rape in the case)”.

She said an expert panel in-
cluding doctors who performed
surgery on the girl, as well as
paediatricians, medical jurists,
forensic medicine experts, and
gynaecologists, had submitted a

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

the Department of Electrical
Engineering. A PhD from IIT
Delhi and a post-doc from
German National Center for
Information Technology, his ar-
eas of specialty are robotics and
Artificial Intelligence.

During the Covid-induced
lockdown in 2020, he reportedly
ran a community kitchen on
campus to feed over 800 street
children daily. His act of philan-
thropy was recognised by
Education Minister Dharmendra

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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GEN RAWAT, 13 OTHERS DIED

Probeinto CDS
chopper crash
blames weather,
says no sabotage

Unexpected change in weather led to
pilot disorientation: Court of Inquiry

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

ATRI-SERVICES Court of Inquiry
into the December 8 helicopter
crash which killed Chief of
Defence Staff General Bipin
Rawat has attributed the crash
to unexpected change in
weather, resulting in pilot disori-
entation and the helicopter hit-
ting a surface.

This is the main preliminary
finding of the Col which ruled
out mechanical failure, sabotage
and negligence.

The Col was instituted to
probe the crash near Coonoor in
Tamil Nadu that claimed the lives
of General Rawat, the country’s
first CDS, his wife Madhulika and
12 armed forces personnel,

On January 5, IAF chief Air
Chief Marshal V K Chaudhari,
along with Air Marshal
Manvendra Singh, the head of the
probe committee, had briefed
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
on the findings.

On Friday, the IAF said: “The
Court of Inquiry has ruled out
mechanical failure, sabotage or
negligence as a cause of the ac-
cident. The accident was a result
of entry into clouds due to unex-
pected change in weather con-
ditions in the valley.”

At the site of the chopper
crash in Coonoor. PTiFile

It said this led “to spatial dis-
orientation of the pilot resulting
in Controlled Flight into Terrain”
or CFIT.

Itis considered one of the pri-
mary causes of aircraft crashes
globally — when an aircraft, in
this case the helicopter, is con-
sidered airworthy, and there is
no negligence on the part of the
pilot, but due to disorientation,
the pilot hits a surface uninten-
tionally, causing a crash.

TheIAF said that based onits
findings, “the Court of Inquiry
has made certain recommenda-
tions which are being reviewed”.

The tri-services inquiry, in-
cluding one-star officers from

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

ONE YEAR SINCE COUP, IMPACT IN N-E

Concern in Delhi over
Myanmar conflict,
PLA ‘links’ with junta

To secure Indian interests, officials
call for engagement with Naypidaw

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
CHENNAI, JANUARY 14

ALMOST A year since the
February coup in Myanmar, as its
army battles armed pro-democ-
racy resistance groups across the
country, including in regions
bordering India, New Delhi is
concerned that the instability
could impact security in the
North-East.

To secure India's “vital inter-
ests”, officials are of the view that
there is “no option but to engage
with those in power in
Naypidaw”, and continue press-
ing for areturn to democracy, as
Foreign Secretary Harsh Shringla
did on his December 22 visit to
Myanmar, the first Indian official
to visit since the coup.

With many governments
favouring engagement with the
Taliban in Kabul, sources in Delhi
said the same yardstick should
be applied to the military regime
in Myanmar, though in order to
cover its bases, the government
has also sought to convey that it

Shringla atan eventin
Yangon in Dec. @indiainMyanmar

Manipur
/= Moreh ®
INDIA

® Tamu
MYANMAR

o Falam

Mizoram

°
Thantlang

Mindat
L] Kalay o

“could not be business as usual”
until a return to democracy.

It was not just Delhi that sent

a high-profile visitor to

Myanmar - Bill Richardson, a

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

MUZAMIL SHERZAD'S journey
to the U-19 World Cup in the
Caribbean is like no other.

Irrespective of runs and wick-
ets, the story of the one-time ca-
sual tape-ball street cricketer in
Afghanistan's Jalalabad, who is
now an Ireland pacer and among
the best junior players from
around the world, is already wor-
thy of a book, a documentary —
or even a feature film.

Five years ago, when Sherzad
was just 14, his mother paid a
tout to take him to Ireland where

his uncle worked at a fast food
outlet. All he had with him was
some home-cooked food and 50
Euros.

For the next 8-9 months,
Sherzad, along with other immi-
grants, crossed the borders of
Pakistan, Iran, Turkey, Bulgaria,
Serbia, Croatia, Italy and France.
Walking, running, hiding in the
forests, sleeping in parks and
hitch-hiking, he would travel
close to 8,300 kmin search of his
uncle and a better life.

Once in Ireland, Sherzad, to
his surprise, found that cricket
would help him make friends and
give hima new identity. And,ina
remarkable change of a fortune,

he would soon become a World
Cupper for his new country.
Speaking to The Indian
Express on Zoom from
Georgetown in Guyana, Sherzad,
who lost his father at the age of
five, said: “After a family dispute
over property, my mother gotin
touch with an agent and packed
me off. My life was under threat.”
From the comfort of his ho-
tel room for the ongoing U-19
tournament, Sherzad can't help
but look back on all those tough
days on the road. “At one point, I
was inacamp trying to cross into
Croatia for anumber of months.
From there, I travelled by truck
for three-four days and arrived

From Afghan street to Irish U-19 team,

Sherzad was 14 when he got to Ireland from Afghanistan. He
is now among the world’s best junior players. Cricket Ireland

an 8,000 km-long story

in Milan,” he said.

At Cherbourg in France, he
got into another truck that was
on a ferry. “It was cold and dark.
[ was now on my own, this was
the scariest night of the long
journey. After a few hours, [
could make out that the truck
was not on the ferry anymore
and was moving. | banged on the
side. The driver stopped, and
when he opened the back door,
[ jumped out,” he said.

Good fortune would see him
finally reach Ireland but the or-
deal was far from over. His first
night in Dublin was spent in a
park because he didn't know
where his uncle stayed. In an-

other stroke of luck, the boy who
couldn't speak English met an
Asian man who gave him direc-
tions to a refugee centre in
Dublin. “A child protection
agency placed me with a family,
until they found my uncle.I then
went to live with him in
Tipperary," he says.

Sherzad's brush with cricket
happened two years ago when
he saw a Cricket Ireland adver-
tisement about a fast-bowling
talent hunt, and quickly signed
up through Facebook.

Albert van der Merwe,
Cricket Ireland’s talent pathway
manager, says he and his col-
leagues at the talent hunt, with

50 aspirants, were impressed by
Sherzad's natural talent.

“The first time [ met Sherzad
was at a Cricket Ireland Talent
Identification Programme in
October 2019. They bowled at
some of the academy batsmen,
and we liked what we saw in
Muzamil. We took some videos
and showed it to the academy
manager, and Muzamil was in-
vited to some sessions. At this
stage, we didn't really know the
backstory,” says van der Merwe,
who is in Guyana with the
Ireland U-19 team.

To fund his cricket equip-
ment, Sherzad joined his uncle

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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WHY THE EAST INDIA COMPANY OPPOSED CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY ACTIVITY IN INDIA

The foundation of the opposition was both religious and political, and rooted as muchin the East India
Company’s territories in India as in their home country
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But Covid

addsto

struggles

TOOTH OF AMERICAS’
OLDEST-KNOWN
DOMESTICATED DOG

Fossil record dates to
~14,690 to 11,000 years
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Why you should avoid
catching Omicron just
to ‘get it over with’

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

On 3 things today, we breakdown why you
shouldn’t take the current Covid-19 wave
lightly, and the consequences of doing so

FROMPAGE ONE

BJP rebels

Saying Maurya’s support has
encouraged workers, the SP chief
claimed that the meeting of
"Samajwadis and
Ambedkarwadis" will help their
alliance win 400 seats in the
Assembly elections.

Accompanied by alarge num-
ber of supporters, Maurya and
Sainireached the SPheadquarters
where the other rebels MLAs
were present — Bhagwati Sagar,
Vinay Shakya, Roshanlal Verma,
Mukesh Verma, Brajesh Kumar
Prajapati (all from BJP) and
Chaudhary Amar Singh of Apna
Dal (S). Addressing the gathering,
Maurya accused the BJP of secur-
ing power by “cheating the back-
ward castes, Dalits,oppressed and
minorities”,and said “today’s pro-
gramme” spells the “end of the
BJP”.“Senior BJPleaders, who had
been sleeping like Kumbhakaran
and had not had the time to speak
to MLAs, MPs and ministers, are
unable to sleep after our resigna-
tions,” he said.

“Who does not know that BJP
had formed the government with
support of the backward...
Discussions were held that the
Chief Minister will either be
Keshav Prasad Maurya or Swami
Prasad Maurya. But an attempt
was first made to drop a Skylab
(US space station which disinte-
grated in the atmosphere during
its re-entry in 1979) from
Ghazipur. But that Skylab had a
blast before reaching here.
Another Skylab was picked from
Gorakhpur and placed on the
Chief Minister’s chair tohoodwink
the backward classes,” he said.

“Yogiji, are Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and 54 per cent
population of backward classes
not Hindus? If they are Hindus,
why did you give their share to
others,” Maurya said, adding that
as cabinet minister he had op-
posed a proposal of the medical
educationdepartment for recruit-
ment of general category candi-
dates againstvacantreserved cat-
egory seats. He said the Chief
Minister had agreed with his ob-
jectionbutdid not stop the recruit-
ment process. He said resignations
from the BJP will continue and on
March 10, the day of the counting,
itstally will be down to double dig-
its. “This tsunami will drown the
BJPin the Hind Mahasagar (Indian
Ocean),” he said.

Akhilesh Yadav, referring tothe
resignationsin the BJP, said: “Baba
Mukhya Mantri has dropped
catches... 80 per cent of the peo-
pleareinsupportof the SPand its
alliance. After seeing this stage and
listening to Mauryaji, the remain-
ing 20 per cent will also be against
the BJP now.Itis clear that the BJP
will be wiped out.” “Since
Samajwadis and Ambedkarwadis
are together, it is possible for the
alliance towin400seats. The pub-
licisready for change,” he said.

Bishop acquitted

feasible to separate truth from
falsehood, when grain and chaff
areinextricably mixed up, the only

available course is to discard the
evidencein toto”.

The order said that “this court
is unable to place reliance on the
solitary testimony of PW1 and to
hold the accused guilty of the of-
fences charged against him”.

Mulakkal was present in the
courtroom when the verdict was
pronounced. He later broke down
inthe corridor outside, hugged his
lawyers, and told reporters before
leaving the premises: “Daivathinu
sthuthi' (Praise the Lord).”

However, one of the nunswho
had spearheaded the protest
against Mulakkal, Sister Anupama,
expressed disbelief at the verdict.

Speaking to reporters with
tears in her eyes, she said: “We
cannot believe this verdict. We will
continue this fight until the day
our fellow sister gets justice, even
if it means we have to die. All the
testimonies were in our favour so
wedon'tknowwhathappenedin
court. We will definitely appeal in
the higher court.”

S Harisankar, the former
Kottayam district police chief un-
derwhose leadership the investi-
gation was conducted, described
the verdict as “extremely unfortu-
nate”. “We had fully expected a
conviction. This verdict will be a
surprise for the entire Indian legal
system,” said Harisankar, who is
currently posted in the state po-
lice headquarters. He said “it was
after suffering huge psychological
pressure that the survivor dis-
closed the assault to her fellow
nuns” and the verdictwould “send
awrong message to society”.

In a statement, the Jalandhar
diocese of the Church thanked all
those “who believed in the inno-
cence of the bishop and assisted
him withlegal aid”.

The allegations against
Mulakkal(57)came tolightinJune
2018 when a senior nun, belong-
ing to the order of Missionaries of
Jesus, submitted a complaint to
the Kottayam police chief, accus-
ing the bishop of raping her and
subjecting her tounnatural sex 13
times between 2014 and 2016 at
aconventin the district.

Subsequently,an FIRwas filed
against Mulakkal on charges of
rape at the police station in
Kuravilangad, where the convent
is located. Mulakkal denied the
charges and described the com-
plaintasa “retaliatory act” for dis-
ciplinary action taken earlier
against the complainantinanun-
related incident.

U-19 team

at the fast food joint. Van der
Merwe says he got to know about
Sherzad's journey after he joined
the academy. “It has given me a
glimpse into what he must have
gone through. His journey to
Ireland is something I struggle to
wrap my head around. The fur-
thest I went from home on my
own as a 14-year-old was to the
shop or to school,” he said.
Sherzad, a die-hard fan of
Virender Sehwagand a Bollywood
follower, is ready to make a name
atthe World Cup.He says the pres-
ence of many Afghanistan players,
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the Navy and the Army, headed
by Air Marshal Manvendra
Singh, who is the most senior
helicopter pilot in the IAF, was
instituted soon after the crash.

“The inquiry team analysed
the Flight Data Recorder and
Cockpit Voice Recorder besides
questioning all available wit-
nesses to determine the most
probable cause of the acci-
dent,” the IAF said.

The helicopter was de-

scending to land when it ran
into sudden clouds which re-
sulted in pilot disorientation.
The Mi-17 V5 was carrying
General Rawat, his wife
Madhulikaand 12 other armed
forces personnel including
Brigadier LS Lidder and Lt Col
Harjinder Singh, Wing
Commander Prithvi Singh
Chauhan, Squadron Leader
Kuldeep Singh. While 13 of the
14 on board died in the crash,

Probe: CDS chopper crash blames weather

Group Captain Varun Singh
succumbed to injuries a week
later.

On December 9, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh in-
formed Parliament that the
helicopter had taken off from
the Sulur Air Base at 11.48 am
and was expected to land at
Wellington by 12.15 pm. The
Air Traffic Control at Sulur Air
Base lost contact with the hel-
icopter atapproximately 12.08

pm.
Local residents spotted a
fire in the forest near Coonoor
and rushed to the spot where
they observed the wreckage of
the helicopter engulfed in
flames, Singh said.

General Rawat was on his
way to deliver a lecture at the
Defence Services Staff College
in Wellington.

His replacement is yet to be
appointed.

including their top star leggie
Rashid Khan, in Sunrisers
Hyderabad has got himinterested
in the IPL, too. He has already
picked up Hindi from filmslike the
Aamir Khan-starrer “3 Idiots”.

And yet, beyond cricket,
Sherzad has an unfulfilled wish:
he wants to meet his family,
mother, two brothers and a sister.
“I'never thought that I would be
playing cricket for Ireland at a
World Cup.Iwishmy motherand
siblings could watch me play. I
miss them a lot. | am trying to get
them to Ireland. I've applied for
their visas. Let's see what the fu-
ture hasinstore.”

PLA ‘Tinks’

former US Ambassador to
Myanmar and, currently, the New
Mexico Governor visited in
November; as did Japanese special
envoy Yohei Sasakawa.

Like Shringla did after him,
Sasakawa asked the junta for a
meeting with the jailed Aung San
Suu Kyi, and was denied it. Soon
after the two visits, Naypidaw re-
leased a US journalist arrested by
the junta after the coup.Indiahad
kept the US, ASEAN, Bangladesh
informed ahead of the visit, The
Indian Express has learnt. ASEAN
itself is a divided house now over
the visit last week of Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Sen --
Cambodiais the current president
of ASEAN -- and his meeting with
General Min Aung Hlaing, the
head of the State Administrative
Council, the junta-given name for
the new government.

Meanwhile, the National Unity
Government (NUG) of Myanmar,
set up weeks after the coup by
groups opposed to the junta, has
canvassed international recogni-
tion and opened offices in the US,
UK, France, Czech Republic and
Australia but no country has
recognised it. Explaining the need
toengage with the military regime
in Naypidaw, an official said India
was the only country with over a
1,600-km border with Myanmar,
shared ethnicities and insurgent
groups based in Myanmar, and
any turmoil there was bound tobe
felton this side.

Moreover, at least one
Manipur insurgent group, the
People's Liberation Army (PLA),
which took responsibility for the
ambush killing of an Assam Rifles
commander in November, is
thought to be fighting alongside
the juntaagainst civilian resistance
groups called People's Defence
Force, which the NUG has owned
asits armed wing.

Lastyear,an estimated 30,000
persons from Chin state sought
refuge in neighbouring Mizoram,
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which has the same ethnic group,
as the Myanmar Army launched
operations to take back Mindat
from the armed resistance.
Mindat, 100 km from the Indian
border, had become an early sym-
bol of popular resistance to the
Myanmar Army, known as the
Tatmadaw.

With much support for Aung
San Suu Kyi and her National
League for Democracy, Chin state
remains resistant to the
Tatmadaw. The Chin Defense
Force, a group of militias that
sprang up last year in response to
the coup, has taken the fight tothe
military backed by one of the
many "ethnic armed organisa-
tions" (EAOs) in Myanmar, called
Chin National Force (CNF) or the
Chin National Army.

The headquarters of the CNF,
known as Camp Victoria, where
thousands of volunteers have
been trained for combat since the
coup, is on the Indian border. In
mid-November, the Myanmar
army launched an offensive in
Chin state and Camp Victoriawas
thought to be the target.

But the soldiers, who pushed
westward from a place called
Falam and burnt hundreds of
houses at another settlement
called Thantlang sending the vil-
lagers fleeing, did not push up to
the Indian border.

Had they done so, there would
have been thousands more dis-
placed people crossing over into
Indiaand drawn Delhi’s attention.
Security analysts believe this
might be a reason the Tatmadaw
stayed away from the camp,
thoughit could havealsobeenthe
tough hilly terrain.

In end December, the junta,
facingambushes and IED attacks,
hit back with airstrikes, including
inavillage in Kalay township, 150
km south of Moreh.

PDFgroups have alsobeenac-
tive in Tamu, the border town op-
posite Moreh, and the main cross-
ing point between India and
Myanmar. Earlier this week,a PDF
group shot dead a prison warden
and his wife in a village in Tamu.
According to the news portal
Frontier Myanmar, 11 people were
killed in the clash. After the fight-
ing, the juntaraided the village.

Amoreimmediate concern for
India is that the PLA appears to
have been roped in by the
Tatmadaw to fight the PDFs.
Ahead of Shringla's visit, the
Myanmar Army handed over to
India five Manipuri militants of the
Revolutionary People's Front, an
organisation allied to the PLA.

Anthony Davis, a regional se-
curity analyst with Jane's told The
Indian Express the Tatmadaw
were desperate for manpower as
they are battling ethnicarmed or-
ganisations that have thrown in
their lot with the PDFs in several
parts of Myanmar.

“The Tatmadaw are recruiting
more or less anyone willing to pull
a trigger on their behalf. And in
some areas along the Indian bor-
der that appears to include IIGs
(Indian Insurgent Groups),appar-
ently Manipuris rather than
Nagas,” Davis said, adding that
these groups were reportedly op-
erating in the area around Tamu.

The Irrawady news portal re-
ported last September that a PDF
called the Tamu Security Groupis-
sued awarning to Manipuri insur-
gents not to side with the junta

against any civilian defence
groups. It reported TSG claiming
that five Manipuri militants fight-
ingalongside the Myanmar army
had been killed in two clashes in
Tamu and Kalay, one in May, and
the otherinJuly. Among Indian se-
curity officials, thereis aview that
being in operations with the
Myanmar army may be honing
the PLA’'s military capabilities and
better preparing it for attacks
across the border.

Alwar ‘rape’

report on the nature of injuries.
“The doctors have said three
things: first, vaginaand hymenare
intact. Anus is also intact, and
(third) injuries are not suggestive
of anykind of penetrative assault.”

Dr Pramila Sharma,a surgeon
at the Jaipur hospital where the
girlis admitted, said the wound at
the perineum “was a very exten-
sive wound”.

On what could be the reason
for her injuries, police said that
with the 15-year-old unable to
communicate due to her impair-
ment, they were trying to deter-
mine it through technical and sci-
entific evidence.

Gautam said footage from sev-
eral CCTV cameras had helped
them establish that after leaving
home, the girl had gotintoanauto.
She was found walking alone in
different parts of the city, as well
as towards the bridge where she
was found, police said.

“Welocated theautoand have
questioned the driver. The child sat
in the auto by herself, from near
herhome, and wasdroppedinthe
city. There were other passengers
in the auto, who are still being
questioned,” the SP said, adding
thataforensicexaminationof the
vehicle had ruled out any assault
in it. Gautam said CCTV footage
shows the girl climbed the bridge
at7:31 pm,about300-350 metres
fromthe spot. “What happened to
herinthe next7-10minutesis still
amystery,” the SPsaid, adding that
this was the focus of their probe
now.

The family says the girl left
home alone sometime around
Tuesday 2 pmonJanuary 11. They
didn't realise she was missing till
her elder sister returned from
school around 4 pm and started
looking for her. The family raised
an alarm, and around 8.30 pm,
they gota call from police that the
girl had been found injured.

The 15-year-old was first taken
to a hospital in Alwar, which re-
ferred her toJaipur.

DrArvind Shukla, the hospital
Superintendent who treated the
girl, said she was brought in at 2
am on January 12. “We started
treatment to stop the bleeding...
She had extensive wounds.” He
says they did a surgery that went
on for nearly two-and-a-half
hours, involving plastic surgeons
to repair her injuries. “There was
abig lacerated wound in the per-
ineum area which was repaired...
Acolostomy was performed toby-
pass the intestine and prevent an
infection... She is better now and
conscious.”

Medical Jurist Dr Deepali
Pathak, who assists in legal cases,
said: “There is one big wound in
the perineal region and the vagi-
nal orifice is intact. We have not
found any signs of penetration of
vaginal orifice.”

The government has set up a

Special Investigation Team and
sentaforensicteam from Jaipurto
help. An ex-gratia sum of Rs 3.5
lakh has been given to the family.

Attacking Vadra in Delhi
Friday, BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patra asked why the Congress
leader “who calls herself a cham-
pion of women”, had not visited
the family despite “being near
Alwar” when the news broke.

On Thursday, the Congress
named the mother of the victim
of the Unnao sexual assault case
as one of its candidates for the
polls. The state BJP has started aso-
cialmedia campaign over the inci-
dent, announced state-wide
protests on January 17-18, and
constituted a four-member com-
mittee led by party’s national sec-
retary Alka Gurjar to “investigate”
the case. The members of the del-
egation, apart from Rajsamand
MP Diya Kumari and others, have
visited the family and will head to
Alwar on Saturday. On Thursday,
adelegation led by Gurjar was ar-
rested in Sawai Madhopur while
onits way to meet Vadra.

Inabid fordamage control, the
Congress has rushed its top lead-
ers to the hospital - including
Health Minister Parsadi Lal
Meena, Women and Child
Development Minister Mamta
Bhupesh, Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister Tikaram
Jully, Industry Minister Shakuntala
Rawat (both Jully and Rawat are
MLASs from Alwar), and Adarsh
Nagar MLA Rafeek Khan, among
others. Former Union Minister of
State for Home Affairs Jitendra
Singh, an ex-MP from Alwar,
spoke to the family over the
phone. After the visit, Bhupesh
said: “The CM himself has been
monitoring the case and it was
upon hisinstructions thatIarrived
here... Kyunki bachchi sirf uss pari-
var ki nahin, bachchi humari hai
(because the girl is not just the
family’s, but ours too).”

The uncle says the family does-
n’t suspect anyone, nor do they
bear a grudge against the govern-
ment. "The treatmentis going well
and the administration is doing a
good job in searching for the cul-
prits,” he said. However, the fam-
ily feels forlornin the war of words.
Says the uncle, “The girl's parents
grow vegetables and wheat on
someone else’s land. It is about 3
bighas and they have to give about
Rs 35,000 per year to the owner,
irrespective of their earnings.”

Anti-CM rally

outside the state to create a law
and order problem.” He said po-
lice had preempted the conspir-
acy and prevented serious breach
of peaceinthe state,and seized Rs
3 lakh of the Rs 10 lakh “given to
bandh callers by their handlers”.

Police reported only one unto-
wardincident, of arson at the Food
and Civil Supplies Directorate of-
fice at Papu Hill in Naharlagun.
Nine people were detained for it,
including eight juveniles.

While officials claimed a plan
to attack installations like impor-
tantgovernment buildingsand in-
frastructure, they declined to spec-
ify the exact targets.

Itanagar Capital Region
Deputy Commissioner Talo
Potom told The Indian Express that
the situation was peaceful. “There
are noreports of any untoward in-
cident. Most of the bandh callers
were arrested and put under pre-

ventive detention. Those found di-
rectly involved were charged un-
der Section 3 of the Arunachal
Pradesh UAPA.They include lead-
ers of the organisation that called
the bandh.”

Others not involved in the
bandh but found to be allegedly
violating Section 144 were
charged under Section 107 of the
CrPC. They were released on per-
sonal bail bonds.

Denying police claims, ANYA
president Byabang Joram said of-
ficials were trying to malign the
outfitand gave an “ultimatum”to
releaseits activists. The outfit also
asked how they could be booked
under the state UAPA when it
were police that had attacked their
vehicles. "We didn't do anything
wrong. We aren't criminals. Our
boys, who didn't join the strike,
were picked up from their homes,
their house owners and relatives
were arrested,” he claimed.

The Arunachal Pradesh
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act, 2014 is different from the
UAPA in operation in other parts
of the country and deals with
criminal activities such as bootleg-
ging but also people “activities...
prejudicial to the security of the
State”. ANYA's strike call followed
the Supreme Court’sdismissal of a
petition with similar allegations,
seeking a probe against Khandu,
filed by the Arunachal Justice
Forum. The petition was disposed
of in December last year.

Pakistan policy
times, more thanany other nation,
inthe 62-page NSPfor 2022-2026
with Jammu and Kashmir at the
“core”. “A just and peaceful reso-
lution of the Jammu and Kashmir
dispute remains at the core of our
bilateral relationship,” the NSP
states. Pakistan National Security
Adviser Moeed Yusuf,aformeran-
alystataUS-based think tank, has
helmed the preparation of the
document, which will be re-
viewed every year as well as
whenever a new government is
formed.

The policy, which is said to
have been prepared after seven
years of “strategic thought”, was
adopted in December last week,
with a shorter public version re-
leased on Friday. On bilateral ties,
the NSP says that Pakistan, under
its “policy of peace” at home and
abroad, “wishes toimproveits re-
lationship with India”.

But it flags issues that it has
previously underscored: “Therise
of Hindutva-driven politics in
Indiais deeply concerningand im-
pacts Pakistan’s immediate secu-
rity. The political exploitation of a
policy of belligerence towards
Pakistan by India’s leadership has
led tothe threat of military adven-
turism and non-contact warfare
toourimmediate east.”

AccusingIndia of “hegemonic
designs”, the NSP states that “to-
wards the immediate east” bilat-
eral ties have also “been stymied
as a consequence of the unre-
solved Kashmirdispute”. And con-
trary to Delhi's assertions, the doc-
umentblames India for “ceasefire
violations” along the LoC.

There is a separate section on
J&K, whichreiterates the country's
position: “Pakistan remains stead-
fastinits moral, diplomatic, polit-
ical, and legal support to the peo-
ple of Kashmir until they achieve
their right to self-determination
guaranteed by the international
community as per United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) resolu-
tions.” From India’s perspective,
the document has a section on
“terrorism”, “extremism” and
“sectarianism” in a chapter on
“Internal Security”.

At a time when Pakistan con-
tinues tobe onthe “grey list” of the
global Financial Action Task Force,
the NSPlists several priorities "for
continued improvementinourin-
ternal security environment”.
They include: “strengthening po-
lice forces and associated
counter-terrorism agencies, un-
dertaking intelligence-based op-
erations against all terrorist
groups, preventing any use of fi-

nancial sources for terrorism, ad-
dressing structural deficiencies
and sense of deprivation in re-
cruitment areas, promoting a
pluralisticanti-terror narrative".

Underlining that “extremism
and radicalisation” on the basis of
ethnicity or religion “pose a chal-
lenge to our society”, it states that
the “exploitation and manipula-
tion of ethnic, religious, and sec-
tarian lines through violent ex-
tremist ideologies” cannot be
allowed.

China occupies a relatively
smaller section in the NSP.
“Pakistan’s deep-rooted historic
ties with China are driven by
shared interests and mutual un-
derstanding,” it says. The docu-
mentstates thatbilateral relations
with Beijing continue to expand
based on “trust and strategic con-
vergence” -- something that Delhi
is keeping a close watch on. The
NSPmarks out the China Pakistan
Economic Corridor as a“project of
national importance”,which “en-
joys national consensus”.

Aboutthe US, it states that the
two countries share a“long history
of bilateral cooperation”, and that
“our continued cooperation..will
remain critical for regional peace
and stability”. “Pakistan does not
subscribe to ‘camp politics’,” it
states, inanapparent reference to
strained  US-China ties.
“Communicating Pakistan’s con-
cerns to policy makers in
Washington while seeking to
broaden our partnership beyond a
narrow counter-terrorism focus
will be a priority,” it states.

II'T Mandi head

Pradhan through a tweet on
April 15,2020.

In the five-minute clip,
Behera recounts how he had
travelled to Chennai in 1993 to
help a friend who wasindistress
as his "family was affected by
ghosts". He is heard saying that
he had started “practising the
thoughts and wisdom in the
Bhagavad Gita” along with
chanting the 'Hare Rama Hare
Krishna' mantraand had decided
to help his friend to "demon-
strate the potency of the holy
name."

"So I took two of my friends
and reached at 7 pm. He was in
aresearch scholar apartment.
After 10-15 minutes of loud
chanting we suddenly saw his fa-
ther, who was a very short...per-
son, absolutely old, barely able to
walk, and suddenly his hand and
leg was...he was creating such a
ghastly dance and his head is al-
most touching the roof. You
could feel that he is being com-
pletely devoured by the evil
spirit," Behera says in the clip.

He adds that the mother and
wife of the friend were later
"possessed by the evil spirit". It
took them around "45 minutes
to an hour" of loud chanting to
ward off the "evil spirit", he says.

When asked about the video,
Behera told The Indian Express
Friday: "I narrated what I said.
Ghosts exist, yes." He added that
modern science cannot explain
alot of occurrences or events.

The video was posted seven
months ago on YouTube on a
page "Learn Gita Live Gita." Soon
after The Indian Express reached
out to Behera for his comments,
the video’s setting was changed
from public to private.

An IIT faculty member said
it's well-known that Behera is a
“deeply religious” person.

Behera was selected by a
panel comprising [IT Hyderabad
chairman BVR Mohan Reddy,
government of India's Principal
Scientific Adviser K. Vijay
Raghavan, IIT Mandi chairman
Prem Vrat, Standing Committee
for IIT Council Chairman K.
Radhakrishnan, then Higher
Education Secretary Amit Khare
and Education Minister Pradhan.
Amember of the committee said
Behera’s was a “strong applica-
tion,” and they were not aware
of the video during the interview.

FULL REPORTS ON
www.indianexpress.com



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, JANUARY 15,2022

HECITY

Mentorship initiative
under scanner, CM
and Sisodia hit back

Head of child rights body says Sisodia didn’t address
concerns, not enough checks to ensure kids are protected

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

DEPUTY CHIEF Minister Manish
Sisodia Friday referred to the no-
tice issued by the National
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (NCPCR), recom-
mending suspension of the Delhi
government's 'Desh ke Mentor'
programme over safety con-
cerns, a "conspiracy by the BJP".
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal also took to Twitter to
state: "If some good work is be-
ing done in the country, thenin-
stead of stopping it, it should be
implemented across the coun-
try. The BJP government at the
Centre is requested not to do pol-
iticson this. Itis a question of the
future of poor children. Through
this programme, education is
becoming a mass movement."
Launched in October 2021,
the programme is aimed at pro-
viding voluntary mentors to stu-
dents in classes IX to XII. People
between the ages of 18 and 35
can sign up to become mentors
through an app created by a
team at Delhi Technological
University, and will be con-
nected to students based on mu-
tual interests. The mentorship
entails regular phone calls for a
minimum period of two
months, which can be carried on
for four more months optionally.
The NCPCR had stated that it
received a representation from
one Lalit Wadher last November
whoalleged that the programme
brings together childrenand "un-
known persons" and exposes
them to danger. Following this,
the child rights body sought are-
sponse from the Delhi govern-
ment on measures to ensure chil-
dren's safety. After the response
was filed, the NCPCR stated that

Both targeted the BJP govt at
Centre

it was "ineffectual” and recom-
mended that the programme be
suspended immediately "until all
loopholes pertaining to safety are
overhauled".

Sisodia alleged that the no-
tice was an attempt by the BJP to
derail education initiatives: "...
The BJP has used the NCPCR to
issue directions that the govern-
ment halt this programme. They
have got a complaint from one of
its workers in Chhattisgarh...
They are always worried that if
children of the coming genera-
tion are educated, how will they
be trapped in the darkness of our
misdeeds? How will we sway
them? How will we keep them
tangled in communal fights?
They are also scared that if the
educated youth start mentoring,
how will they start caste-religion
fights with messages forwarded
on WhatsApp University."

According to Sisodia, 44,000
young people are currently act-
ing as mentors under the pro-
gramme. He said that of these,
500 are IIT graduates, 500 are
[IM graduates, 15,600 are study-
ing - from graduation to PhDs -
and 15,600 are working.

In its notice, the NCPCR had
expressed concern over the lack
of verification of the mentors, es-
pecially to check if they have any
record of crimes against chil-
dren.

To which Sisodia responded:

"These youth are all volunteer-
ing... we have made sure that if
it's a male mentor, mentees are
also male. If a girl wants a men-
tor, she will be assigned a female
mentor... We have made the
volunteers undergo a psycho-
metric test and trained them.
750 youths did not clear the test
and were not assigned mentees...
Government schools have 5.5
lakh children and we asked all of
them if they want mentors; 2.2
lakh asked their parents and we
have been able to assign mentors
to 1.76 lakh children."

NCPCR chairperson Priyank
Kanoongo said Sisodia bypassed
concerns raised by the child
rights body and tried to deflect
from them in his press confer-
ence. "In our letter, we very
specifically asked if the psycho-
metric test is being done by any
professionals, if it has the provi-
sions to identify any professional
rapist... Now if someone comes
and says that they are an IIT pass
out, or an [IM pass out, what is
the mechanism for cross-check-
ing that? That's all we're asking.
They're saying that their concern
is that these are children of poor
parents, thatis our concern too...
It is the government's responsi-
bility that when they are con-
necting the children to someone,
the children and their parents are
putting their trust in the govern-
ment, not in that person they are
being connected (with)... Rule 3
of the POCSO Act specifically
mentions that staff of the school
and people (who) will regularly
be in contact with (the) school
should have police verification...
Good people might connect to
children through this app but
whatis there to stop the bad peo-
ple... NCPCR has very cautiously
used the term 'suspend’ not 'ter-

mination'," he said.

New Delhi: The Delhi government
AC busesintoits fleet, which were

Arvind Kejriwal Friday.

Kejriwal flags off 100 buses

have Intelligence Management
Transport System integrated with
CCTV and panic button. The panic
button can be pressed during an
emergency and the message will
go to the control room,” the gov-
ernment said. ENS

has inducted 100 low-floor CNG
flagged off by Chief Minister

“All buses are equipped with
state-of-the-art technology. They

Technology Development Board
Department of Science & Technology

Government of India

“Women empowerment is vital to our development. Indian women continue
to lead in different walks of life. Our space programmes, including the Mars
Orbiter Mission, have had immense contribution from our women scientists.”

Inviting Applications for

for Excellence in Translational Research

National Women Entreprenuer Award

For more information, visit www. bdbogov.in or Sean QR Code

-Narendra Modi

National Tech
Excellence
waard

or Women 2022

Under 2 Categories

National Women Scientist Award

Senior (45 Yrs and above)- Prize of ¥3Lakh
Young (Below 45 Yrs)- Prize of ¥1Lakh

Senior (45 Yrs and above)- Prize of ¥3Lakh
Young (Below 45 Yrs)- Prize of ¥1Lakh

Awards to be presented on

Women's Day

08th March, 2022

#Faatmanirbharnarishakti

RERA REGISTRATION NO.:
RC/REP/HARERA/GGM/383/115/2019/77
(www.haryanarera.gov.in)

, SIGNATURE
)y GLOBALProxima]
LICENCE NO.: 89 OF 2019 DATED 02.08.2019

RE-DRAW OF FLATS

General public is hereby informed that re-draw of flats under Haryana Affordable Housing
Policy 2013 of SignatureGlobal Proxima I, Sector 89, Gurugram, being developed by
M/s SignatureGlobal (India) Private Limited shall be conducted on 19/01/2022 at 03:00 PM
onwards at The Pllazio Hotel, Plot No. 292-296, Sector - 29, HUDA City Centre, Gurugram.

With the help of live streaming/telecast of re-draw proceeding on youtube live. Due to
ongoing situation of Covid-19 pandemic, restriction were imposed by Ministry of Home Affairs,
over public gathering in order to prevent spreading of corona virus disease.

As per MHA/ DTCP Haryana Guidelines re-draw shall be conducted with maximum strength of
50 persons including draw committee and staff at site, remaining applicants shall participate
in draw online after login into below provided link on YouTube live.

YouTube Link - https://www.youtube.com/user/SignatureGlobal

Note: If any applicant wants to check his/her name in the list he/she may contact to STP
Office, Gurugram as well as the office of colonizer before re-draw of Lots.

SIGNATUREGLOBAL (INDIA) PRIVATE LIMITED | U70100DL2000PTC104787
Regd. Off.: 13th Floor, Dr. Gopal Das Bhawan, 28 Barakhamba Road, Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001

Corp. Off.: Ground Floor, Tower A, Signature Tower, South City -1, Gurugram, Haryana-122001
Email: customercare@signatureglobal.in, Ph.: 0124-4908200, 9311144624

ﬁ CSIR - INDIAN INSTITUTE OF CHEMICAL BIOLOGY

Y€

CSIR-Indian Institute of Chemical Biology, Kolkata, a premier scientific organization under
the Council of Scientific & Industrial Research poised to make an impact in understanding the
chemistry of life, finally removing the veil of mystery around life. The spin-offs are bound to
have a major impact on the health scenario of the nation. Today by its mandate, CSIR-IICB is
engaged in research on diseases and certain biological problems of global interest.

The Institute is looking for dynamic and creative Indian researchers having excellent
academic record and interested in Product Development / Technology Innovation / Applied
Technology / Translation Research in the above broad areas. The eligible candidates may apply
for the following positions :

4, Raja S. C. Mullick Road, Kolkata - 700032
Advertisement Number: R&C/560/2021

Designation No. of Posts & Pay Level *Total **Upper Age Limit not
Researvation Emoluments| exceeding (as on the
status last date of online
application)
Scientist 04 (01 UR, 01 SC, | Level 11 | ¥ 1,16,398/-* 32 years**
01 ST, 01 EWS)
Senior Scientist | 05 (03 UR, 01 OBC, | Level 12 | ¥ 1,33,936/-* 37 years**
01 EWS)

* Total Emoluments means approximate total emoluments per month on minimum of scale
including Dareness Allowance, House Rent Allowance etc.

** Please see age relaxation under Relaxation column of the detailed Advertisement.
For detailed advertisement and Terms & Conditions please visit our website : www.iicb.res.in
and for online application please visit the website https://devapps.ngri.res.in/iicb/

Last date of submission of online application : 18.02.2022
Sr. Controller of Administration

®, SIGNATURE
)Y GLOBALProxima’

RERA REGISTRATION NO.:
RC/REP/HARERA/GGM/386/118/2020/02
(www.haryanarera.gov.in)

LICENCE NO.: 121 OF 2019 DATED 14.09.2019

RE-DRAW OF FLATS

General public is hereby informed that re-draw of flats under Haryana Affordable Housing
Policy 2013 of SignatureGlobal Proxima II, Sector 89, Gurugram, being developed by
M/s Signature Infrabuild Private Limited shall be conducted on 19/01/2022 at 03:30 PM
onwards at The Pllazio Hotel, Plot No. 292-296, Sector - 29, HUDA City Centre, Gurugram.

With the help of live streaming/telecast of re-draw proceeding on youtube live. Due to
ongoing situation of Covid-19 pandemic, restriction were imposed by Ministry of Home Affairs,
aver public gathering in order to prevent spreading of corana virus disease.

As per MHA/ DTCP Haryana Guidelines re-draw shall be conducted with maximum strength of
50 persons including draw committee and staff at site, remaining applicants shall participate
in draw online after Login into below provided link on YouTube live.

YouTube Link - https://www.youtube.com/user/SignatureGlobal

Note: If any applicant wants to check hisfher name in the list he/she may contact to STP
Office, Gurugram as well as the office of colonizer before re-draw of lots.

SIGNATURE INFRABUILD PRIVATE LIMITED | U70100DL2013PTC247676
Regd. Off.: 13th Floor, Dr. Gopal Das Bhawan, 28 Barakhamba Road, Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001

Corp. Off.: Ground Floor, Tower A, Signature Tower, South City -1, Gurugram, Haryana-122001
Email: customercare@signatureglobal.in, Ph.: 0124-4908200, 9311144624

No. 16/2/2019-M.1I
Government of India
Ministry of Mines
Appointment of Deputy Director General (Personnel & Administration) in
Geological Survey of India, (GSI) at Kolkata.

Applications are invited, for appointment to the post of Deputy Director General
(Personnel & Administration) in Geological Survey of India at Central Headquarters,
Kolkata on deputation basis.

2. The mode of recruitment to the post is 'Deputation’ in Pay Band-4, Rs.37,400 -67,000/-
(GP Rs.10,000/-). Eligibility for the post-the officers under the Central Government or
State Government or Union Territories:

(A) (i) holding analogous post on regular basis in the parent cadre/Department or
Organization; or (ii) with two years' service in the grade rendered after appointment
thereto on regular basis in posts in the pay band-4, Rs. 37400-67000 plus grade pay Rs.
8900 or equivalent in the parent cadre/department; or (iii) with three years' service in the
grade rendered after appointment thereto on regular basis in posts in the pay band-4, Rs.
37400-67000 plus grade pay of Rs. 8700 or equivalent in the parent
cadre/department/organization ; and

(B) possessing the following educational qualification and experience:
(i) Bachelor's degree from a recognized University; and

i) Fifteen years' experience in administration, account, establishment, legal and vigilance
matters put together in Group 'A' post.

Please visit website www.mines.nic.in and www.gsi.gov.in. for detailed advertisement.
The application, through proper channel should reach at the following address within 60
days from the date of publication of the advertisement in the Employment News.

SHRI AMIT SARAN,

DIRECTOR, ROOM NO. 310D

MINISTRY OF MINES, SHASTRI BHAWAN,

NEW DELHI -110001 EMAIL ID: amit.saran@nic.in

TELE FAX: - 011-23381136 davp 26104/11/0006/2122

..ﬂ_'ﬁ' -

1L g,

(Total 8 Awards)

davp 36106/15/0007/2122

Remembered by Family, Friends and Employees.

i
Arvind Vithal Gandhi

(8th Nov. 1930 — I5th Jan. 1986)

Arvind Gandhi, Chairman and Managing Director of USV Pvt Ltd,
was a leader who inspired with integrity and compassion.

His vision to introduce technology and thus build indigenous
capability led to setting up world-class manufacturing and
development in Mumbai during the sixties.

His values of unrelenting attention to quality and reliability are
infused into the fabric of the company and remain integral to all
USVites who feel empowered to carry forward the legacy with pride.

Your reliable healthcare partner
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An inspiration for today’s youth

Army Day is celebrated to commemorate the indomitable spirit and courage of Indian soldiers who have laid down their lives in service of the
nation. It also marks the historic occasion of the transfer of military power from the British to Independent India in 1949

\

ebrates Army Day in memory of its

valiant sons and their triumphant
achievements while serving the nation.
Army Day commemorates the transfer
of Army control from Great Britain to in-
dependent India. It is when the then
Lieutenant General KM Cariappa took
over as Commander-in-Chief of the In-
dian Army on January 15, 1949 from
General Sir Francis Butcher, the last
British Commander-in-Chief of the
British Indian Army. Since this was a
milestone event, it was decided that this
occasion would be celebrated as Army
Day every year.
THE ROLE OF 'KIPPER’

Cariappa, or ‘Kipper' as he was pop-
ularly known, was the first Indian Com-
mander-In-Chief of the Indian Army.
With a military career spanning three
decades, he is one of two Indian Army
officers to hold the five-star rank of Field
Marshal, the other being the legendary
Sam Manekshaw. Much before India’s
Independence, Cariappa had fought in
Iraq, Syria, Iran and Burma and became
the first Indian officer to command a
unitin 1942. His unrelenting patriotism
and secular beliefs throughout his ser-
vice years stood as examples for the In-
dian Army.

It is because of this strong founda-
tion that, according to the Global Fire
Power Index 2021, India’s Army is con-
sidered the fourth strongest in the world

E very year, on January 15, India cel-

i

with America, Russia and China being
ranked higher than India.
IMPORTANCE OF ARTILLERY

In any army, the artillery has proven
to be the decisive, battle-winning factor
and will continue to be the pivotal armin
future battles. The importance of ar-
tillery can be ascertained from the fact
that throughout the history of warfare,
the ability to project firepower at a dis-
tance has always been one of the most
important assets that any commander
could ask for.

The health of the Indian artillery
was restored in 2018 under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
who changed the status quo by priori-
tising the long-pending imperative of
manufacturing and ramping up

PTI

strengths at home. The Government's
thrust and emphasis on the “Make in In-
dia” initiative reflects its deep commit-
ment to make India
self-reliant. The im-
port embargo on 101
defence equipment is
a true measure of the
Government's com-
mitment in this re-
gard. The idea is to
trust local defence
manufacturing indus-
tries, forge partnerships for knowledge
transfer and try to become self-reliant
in the near future. Currently, all the ar-
tillery guns are under trial, while their
procurement or development are under
the ‘Make in India’ or ‘Made in India’

category.

Moreover, the firepower of artillery
comes from ammunition. Today, the De-
fence Public Sector Un-
dertakings (DPSUs) and
the private sector are
being encouraged to
enhance ammunition
production capability.
Overall, the Regiment
of Artillery needs to
constantly upgrade its
firepower by enhancing
its surveillance system, guns, mortars,
rockets, missiles and ammunition to
meet the modern-day challenges on the
battlefield.

GRAND CELEBRATIONS
Army Day is celebrated across the

country and at all Army Command head-
quarters with great pomp and show,
with many parades and military shows.
Several regiments of the Indian Army
participate in the celebrations, which
are held annually at the Army Parade
Ground, New Delhi. The event also hon-
ours soldiers who lost their lives in com-
bat. Soldiers perform various military
drills during the day, showcasing their
might. It is also a day dedicated to the
valiant soldiers and their families who
safeguard the sovereignty of the country
and keep the nation safe and secure
with constant vigil.

Apart from the parade of the sol-
diers, Army Day is marked by the exhibi-
tion of BLT T-72, T-90 tanks, Brahmos
Missile, Carrier Mortar Tracked Vehicle,

155 MM Soltam Gun, Advanced Light
Helicopters of the Army Aviation Corps
and so on. To maintain their service code
and protect the nation from enemies, all
serving personnel take a pledge on this
historic day.

SERVING BEYOND BORDERS

The Army is certainly the pride of
every Indian and is admired the world
over, even by its rival forces, for its pro-
fessionalism and commitment in the
line of duty. It is considered among the
most trusted forces at the United Na-
tions (UN) and is integral to security and
development of the border areas of the
country. It is also one of the largest
troop contributors to the UN Peace-
keeping missions, including those in
Cyprus, Lebanon, Congo, Angola, Cam-
bodia, Vietnam, Namibia, El Salvador,
Liberia, Mozambique, South Sudan and
Somalia.

Apart from wars, the Army has con-
ducted peacetime exercises such as Op-
eration Brasstacks and Exercise Shoor
Veer. It is currently modernising its
forces to be future-ready as part of its
commitment to national security and
global peace. The Army shoulders unlim-
ited responsibility for the nation’s safety
and security, with its personnel serving
without any regard for their safety. Their
stories of valour have left an indelible
mark on the national consciousness, in-
spiring citizens, especially the youth, to
serve the country with devotion.

*SPEED-PRECISION-POWER-RANGE

BrahMos Supersonic BI'IIIEE HIEEIII
Worild Leader in Cruise Missile Family

-

BrahMos

JOINT VENTURE OF
DRDO, INDIA & NPOM, RUSSIA

Congratulates all Brave Soldiers
of Indian Army for Protecting
our Nation on the 74" ARMY DAY

BrahMos Aerospace

16, Cariappa Marg, Kirby Place
Delhi Cantt., New Delhi-110010
www.brahmos.com

_* MUITIPLE PLATFORMS - MULTIPLE MISSIONS - MULTIPLE TARGETS
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MQ-9B: Showcasing ISR and
Mission Capabilities for India

ENERAL ATOMICS Aeronautical
G Systems, Inc. (GA-ASI) salutes the

courage and spirit of the Indian
Army as we celebrate its 74th anniver-
sary.

GA-ASl is proud to be associated with
the Indian Army. Two MQ-9B Sky-
Guardian/SeaGuardian UAS are being
leased to the Services while procure-
ment is pending. MQ-9B, GA-ASI’s
newest UAS model, is the perfect solu-
tion to support India’s growing Intelli-
gence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance
(ISR) needs. Its modular design simpli-
fies the integration of new payloads to
meet multi-mission requirements as
well as future needs. MQ-9B delivers
key endurance and persistent situational

MQ-9B IS LESS EXPENSIVE
TO OPERATE COMPARED
TO MANNED AIRCRAFT
AND PROVIDES OPTIONS
FOR FLEETWIDE
MAINTENANCE

awareness across vast land-based, open
ocean and littoral domains without
putting the aircrew at risk. India’s ac-
quisition of MQ-9B will allow the al-
ready low cost of the unmanned plat-
form to be maximised by economies of
scale, including areas of personnel and
sustainment among the services.

In addition to national security mis-
sions, the MQ-9B is a valuable asset for
environmental protection, disaster re-
lief, combat search and rescue, close-in
support to ground troops, multi-spec-
trum domain awareness to armed mili-
tary surveillance and targetting.

MQ-9B is less expensive to operate
vis-a-vis manned aircraft and provides
options for fleetwide maintenance as
demand for the UAS continues to grow
around the world. An MQ-9B derivative
for the UK Royal Air Force, called the
Protector RG Mk1, is already in produc-
tion, and SkyGuardian has been selected
by Belgian Defence and the Australian
Defence Force, delivering a key inter-op-
erable advantage to defence partners.

Ajay Kumar Garg Engineering College

SCALING THE ZENITH OF EXCELLENCE

technical education, Ajay Kumar Garg Engi-
neering College has become one of the best
engineering institutions in Uttar Pradesh.

Ajay Kumar Garg Engineering College
(AKGEC), Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, is ap-
proved by AICTE and affiliated to the Dr APJ Ab-
dul Kalam Technical University (AKTU), Luc-
know. It was established in 1998 and offers
B.Tech Courses in all major disciplines of engi-
neering. It also offers post-graduate courses in
Computer Application (MCA) and M.Tech in
four engineering disciplines. The college has five
of its B.Tech programmes accredited by NBA.

The institution has been consistently getting
excellent results with a large number of its stu-
dents appearing in the AKTU merit lists every year
with Gold, Silver and Bronze medals. Students
have also received the AKTU Chancellor's Medal
for best performance across all B.Tech branches
for five consecutive years since its inception.

The college is proud that the AKTU Distin-
guished Alumni Award has been bagged by
AKGEC passout students for two consecutive

D RIVEN BY its commitment to provide quality

Dr R.K. Agarwal
Director General, AKGEC
years since its inception in 2020.

It has the distinction of being the only college to
receive the Academic Excellence Award for Best
Engineering College in UPTU (now AKTU) for two
successive years from the Governor of Uttar
Pradesh. The college is also the recipient of the
‘Best Industry Institute Interface’ conferred by the
Minister of Science & Technology, U.P. Govern-
ment, as well as by the Royal Academy of Engj-
neering, UK. Students have won the STEM awards
for Best Robot Lab Set Up (2020), Excellence and In-
novation in Robotics Education (2019), Best Tech-
nology Infrastructure of the Year Award (2018) and
BestVocational Robotics Education Award (2018)

by the All-India Council for Robotics & Automation
(AICRA). In addition, student projects and partici-
pation in various events have brought laurels to
the college time and again.

The institution has established a number of
Centres of Excellence in collaboration with emi-
nent multi-national industries like Kuka Robotics,
Bosch Rexroth, National Instruments, Siemens,
Mitsubishi Electric, Janatics India, Automation In-
dustries Association, Pepperl & Fuchs, B&R and
Festo. The primary objective of these centres is to
provide industrially relevant training in inter-dis-
ciplinary state-of-the-art technologies to bridge
the gap between academic curriculum and industry
needs. The centres also promote research and in-
dustrial consultancies.

AKGEC believes in setting audacious goals
and infusing fresh ideas to achieve the same.
The college plans to promote collaborative in-
dustry relevant projects, R&D and consultancy to
raise the overall academic standards. It further
intends to bridge the gap between academic
curriculum and industry requirements to make
its students globally competitive.

* O ( READ. ENGAGE. DELIVER.) IS THE MARKETING SOLUTIONS TEAM OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS GROUP
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Acquisitions, home-grown tech to
lend edge to frontline warriors

Since India faces an evolving and challenging geopolitical environment on its frontiers,
the Indian Army should be modernised rapidly

lenging strategic environment
that encompasses a wide swathe
of its geography. Also, China’s People’s
Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) is ex-
panding and poses a real threat to our
maritime security as well. Therefore, itis
only appropriate that our armed forces
maintain a certain preparedness and
modernise their tactical strengths to
counter and neutralise such hostility.
To speed up the pace of modernisa-
tion, the Government has taken many
policy decisions and actions to overhaul

CURRENTLY, INDIA faces a chal-

the entire war machinery of our country.

Currently, the focus is both on acquiring the latest military
hardware from the international market as well as to
manufacture them indigenously following technology
transfers.

Further, to give a fillip to domestic defence
manufacturing, the Government had, in 2020, put an import
embargo on 101 weapons, platforms and equipment.
Similarly, in 2021, the Defence Ministry came out with a
second positive indigenisation list of 108 items to push
the ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat' campaign. There is likely to be a
third positive indigenisation list and a higher share of
capital procurement budget in 2022, up from the 64 per
cent, that was earmarked for the current financial year.

Army Aviation

In2021, the modernisation drive of the armed forces
saw some progress with a few major acquisitions
carried out under emergency powers and completion of
some deliveries of defence platforms for which the
contracts were signed in previous years. The emergency
powers pertain to the acquisition of weapons, ammuni-
tion, procurement of critical spares and other
operationally critical equipment that aim to permanently
enhance operational capabilities of our forces.

The Indian Army, under the emergency procurement
powers, has inked a pact for over 100 ‘Explosive-Laden
Drones’, which will be manufactured by the Bengaluru-
based firm Alpha Design-led joint venture (JV) along with
Israel’s Elbit Security Systems (ELSEC). The contract is
estimated to be around Rs 100 crore.

The ‘SkyStriker' drones will have a range of about 100
km and they will be used as force multipliers in Balakot
type of missions. They will fulfill the requirement of the
Army's “loitering munition” — a type of Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAVs) built to engage beyond the line-of-sight

Russia, Israel, Europe, Turkey, the United States and
France last June. Following this, according to a report in
Sputnik, Moscow offered New Delhi help in developing
a new Indian combat tank on the basis of the Russian
Armata platform.

Artillery and Small Arms

The importance of artillery in the armed forces of a
country cannot be emphasised more. If our forces are on
an assault mission and need to inflict lethal damage on
our enemies, the Indian artillery needs constant mod-
ernisation in today's scenario.

Adequate quantities of new 155 mm artillery guns,
including the indigenously manufactured Dhanush sys-
tems, as well as the more lethal, precision artillery systems

such as BrahMos cruise missiles, Smerch and Pinaka
rocket systems, need to be inducted immediately to re-
place the earlier vintage of 105 mm and 130 mm guns
and rocket systems. Also, the procurement of M-777 light
howitzers must be expedited, for early deployment along
the mountainous terrain of the northern borders.

The Government's decision to involve the private sec-
tor in defence production and the focus on ‘Make in India’
and indigenisation have given a major boost to this ar-
tillery modernisation process. There is also likely to be
some decision on the procurement of the Advanced
Towed Artillery Gun System (ATAGS) being developed
by DRDO.

Missiles

Inamajor boost to the “Make in India” initiative in the
defence sector, the Indian Army has sent proposals worth
around Rs 14,000 crore to acquire two regiments of the
Akash-S air defence missile system and 25 Advanced
Light Helicopters (ALHs). The Akash-S missiles are a new
variant of the Akash missile system with a new indige-
nous seeker which helps in

gy

. . 7_-"':'-#-‘*

bR MEDAY 2027

11 1.;111 Al m : A stride towards

s the future Aninitiative by ® (®®

BRAHMOS has bolstered
Indian Army’s war readiness

the largest land forces in the world, has

enormously sharpened its modern com-
bat capability by inducting a state-of-the-art
weapon with precision strike power to fight
future, high-intensity conflicts in a decisive
manner. The operationalisation of BRAHMOS
—the world's deadliest supersonic cruise mis-
sile —in the Army has galvanised its artillery
firepower manifold.

Being the only land force in the world ac-
tively deploying a formidable tactical weapon
in three different configurations, Block I, Block
IIand Block Ill, to fight an adver-

THE INDIAN ARMY, commanding one of

Atul Dinkar Rane, Director General, BrahMos,
DRDO,and CEO & MD of BrahMos Aerospace

sary across difficult land terrains ;
in divergent conflict situations,
the Indian Army has robustly E
strengthened its war prepared-
ness. |

The powerful BRAHMOS
land-attack  cruise  missile
(LACM) is designed to engage
and neutralise high value strate-
gic, ground-based enemy tar-
gets with pin-point accuracy
without causing any collateral
damage. The weapon can be
launched in quick succession towards three different targets
or in a variety of combinations to swiftly and completely
decimate land-based enemy positions and installations.

“We have designed, developed and successfully de-
livered a very unique, high-end precision strike weapon
to the Army. Being a universal missile having across-
the-spectrum warfare capability, BRAHMOS has also
strongly positioned itself as the ultimate weapon of
choice for future joint warfare operations,” says Atul
Dinkar Rane, Director-General, BrahMos, DRDO,and
CEO & MD of BrahMos Aerospace, the India-Russia de-
fence joint venture (JV) entity producing the world-class
BRAHMOS supersonic cruise missile system.

The highly versatile BRAHMOS, having impeccable land-

attack and anti-ship capability, has
been inducted in the Indian Navy and
Indian Air Force as well.

Keeping pace with India’s defence
indigenisation efforts to build an
“Atma Nirbhar Bharat", BrahMos
Aerospace has achieved major break-
throughs in indigenously developing
and incorporating several critical
components and technologies into
the formidable BRAHMOS weapon
system. This has resulted in reduced
production costs and bolstered na-
tional security dimensions.

In a number of successful test firings conducted over
the past few years, BrahMos Aerospace has enhanced in-
digenous content in the weapon, including the propulsion
system, seeker, fuel management system, canister, ground-
based launcher among others. The life-extension technolo-
gies have also been validated, thereby increasing the
weapon's shelflife to 15 years.

By continuing to evolve, BRAHMOS has aptly aligned it-
self with the “force modernisation and resource optimisa-
tion" efforts of the Indian Army. The powerful weapon has
truly become the Army's ultimate “war-winner.”

BrahMos Aerospace felicitates Indian Army on the oc-
casion of Army Day!

g

improving the accuracy in
taking down enemy aircraft
and cruise missiles at dis-
tances up to 25-30 km.

The missiles are capable of
performing in extreme cold
weather conditions in Ladakh
and would meet all the
requirements of the moun-
tainous terrain. The forces are
also looking at 25 ALH Dhruv
Mark 3 helicopters for their
squadrons.

ground targets with an
explosive warhead. As per Elbit
Security Systems, Sky Striker is
a cost-effective 'loitering muni-
tion’ capable of carrying long-
range penetration strikes. The
Bengaluru-headquartered Al-
pha Design-led (JV) has already
exported more than 100 such
drones based on Elbit's tech-
nology and it will export an-
other set of 100 drones shortly.

The acquisition of three
squadrons worth of new
generation Apache attack
helicopters for Army Aviation
has been reportedly sanctioned
as a follow-up of the Air Force or-
der. Further, the Kamov replace-
ment helicopters, indigenous i'
Light Utility Helicopter (LUH) and ap
Light Combat Helicopter (LCH) e et
projects must be pursued -

@A

vigorously so that they start it Indushry Passary. @

delivering reliable helicopters to

the Army at the earliest. Kuka | femth | g
Tanks and armoured .

vehicles SIEMENS | Amer | §omeos
The Indian Army is set to pro-

cure over 1,700 Future Ready BOSCH | G | m

Combat Vehicles (FRCVs) in a

phased manner under the | [Ememaxs m Iﬂl

strategic partnership route, with
the induction of the “future
tank” expected to be completed
by 2030. In the works for over a
decade, the FRCV envisages the
replacement of the Indian
Army's fleet of Soviet-era T-72
tanks. The first of the new tanks
are intended to enter service by
2030 and will feature advanced
networking  capabilities to
communicate with both land
and air forces.

According to a Request for In-
formation (RFI) floated by the
Army, the 1,770 FRCVs will be
procured along with transfer of
technology, performance-based

logistics, engineering sUppOrt | oo o b emm, Minestry of S Davakoomant b Enrspssneurshin Govammant of ingkal fi‘b
package and other maintenance | 0 mar Garg Engiearing Collage V
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Indian Government had issued
RFls to 12 companies, including
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CORONAVIRUS

IN THE CAPITAL

VACCINATIONSIN | OMICRON DELHI: TOTAL Total Vacant NOIDA
LAST 24 HOURS CASES CASES HOSPITAL BEDS 15,480 | 12,962 Jan13|Jan 14
1,67,374 549 16,70,966 |icusens 4,405 13730 | cases |1626 1817
Cases | Recoveries | Deaths | Tests Deaths |0 1

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 2,529 Jnt3 | 28867 | 22121 31 08,832 SURGAON
OXYGEN SUPPORT 76 | oiia 24383 | 26236 34 79,578 Cases 3031 |3897
VENTILATOR SUPPORT 99 | Toral 1922737 171553388 | 25305 | 3,3926,818

*Total active cases in Delhi Deaths 0 2

IED found outside busy Delhi market, timer was set for 11.40 am

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

THE SECURITY establishmentin
the national capital had a scare
as an improvised explosive de-
vice (IED), set to go off at 11.40
am, was discovered a little over
an hour earlier.

The IED was discovered in-
side an unattended bag at East
Delhi’s Ghazipur flower market
on Friday, and eventually was
destroyed via a controlled ex-
plosion by the National Security
Guard’s (NSG) bomb detection
and disposal team, which first
created an eight-foot-deep

— BRIEFLY —

3 brothers

killed in
accident

Gurgaon: Three brothers
were killed after an
unidentified vehicle al-
legedly hit their motor-
cycle on Thursday night.
Police said the incident
took place around 10.30
pm on Thursday when
the brothers, originally
hailing from Kachhwa
village in  Bihar's
Madhubani, were return-
ing home, after closing
their shop, on a motorcy-
cle. Near a school at
Sector 91, a vehicle al-
legedly hit their motor-
cycle and the trio were
thrown on the road and
suffered multiple in-
juries, said police.

Crimes down
in Noida after
new policing
system put
in place

Noida: The Gautam
Buddh Nagar police high-
lighted areductionin cer-
tain crimes and increase
in response rate on the
completion of two years
of the commissionerate
system. In 2020, the UP
government approved a
commissionerate system
of policing in Lucknow,
Kanpur and Gautam
Buddh Nagar. Zero inci-
dents of kidnapping for
ransom and dacoity took
place lastyear, police said.
As per police data, in-
stances of loot came
down from 171in2019to
75in 2020 and further to
52 lastyear. There were 79
murders reported last
year against 81 cases in
2020. Overall, there were
12,609 cases filed in 2021
against 9,130in 2020.

Bengali school
auctionfails

totakeplace

New Delhi: The scheduled
auction of CR Park’s
Raisina Bengali School did
not take place on January
14 with nobidders having
come forward for it. On
November 11, a Debt
Recovery Tribunal or-
dered that the govern-
ment-aided school would
go up for an e-auction on
January 14 at a reserve
price of Rs 81 crore. It had
taken Rs 2 crore loan from
the United Bank of India
in2005. Asitdefaulted on
payments, the amount
owed has grown toRs 8
Crore now.

lIT-Dtoset
upofficeto
‘celebrate
diversity’

New Delhi: The Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT) Delhi will soon have
an office of diversity and
inclusion, which will be
headed by a Deanto “cel-
ebrate diversity on cam-
pus” and make the
environment “more in-
clusive” — a first, as
per outgoing Director
V Ramgopal Rao. ENS

ditch in an open area. This
comes just days before Republic
Day celebrations in the national
capital.

Highly placed sources told
The Indian Express that they
found 3 kg of explosives, includ-
ing RDX and ammonium nitrate,
a timer device, an electric deto-
nator and some shrapnel from
inside the bag.

“The explosive was keptina
rectangular iron box and con-
cealed in a black and red back-
pack. It was a timer bomb set to
11.40 am. But alert passersby in-
formed Delhi Police in time and
it was defused,” said a source.

According to Delhi Police,
they first received a PCR call at

e

The IED was discovered inside an unattended bag at Ghazipur flower market on Friday. P11

FOLLOWING CHANGE IN ICMR GUIDELINES

Officials strike note of caution as
Delhi begins to taper Covid testing

Covid cases dip in
Delhi, but positivity
rate is inching up

GAYATHRIMANI
& ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

COVID TESTING numbers could
come down in the days ahead as
the Delhi government shifts fo-
cus on testing only those with
symptoms of the virus or those
referred by doctors. This comes
following a change in Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) guidelines that no longer
allows testing on demand.

Random testing of asympto-
matic individuals being con-
ducted at Metro stations, bus
stops, markets, ISBTs and railway
stations has been stopped and
several districts have reduced
the number of government
Covid testing centres.

Government officials, how-
ever, voiced a note of caution and
said the decision could have a
significant impact on the home
isolation system in place since
asymptomatic cases can turn
into super spreaders.

A senior official from the
health department said, “The new
ICMR guidelines do away with
testing on demand, which was a
huge chunk of the tests we were
conducting. First, many who did
not necessarily have symptoms
were getting tested. Second, we
were testing all contacts of a pos-
itive case. So, if we were testing 30
contacts for a positive case, now
we would test a maximum of 10
—onlythose atahigherrisk of de-
veloping severe disease.”

The official said mobile teams
have stopped testing, except
those deployed at the airport.

A senior government official
added: “If people don’t follow
Covid-appropriate behaviour,
community spread will increase.
During random tests, there were
several people who were asymp-
tomatic but tested positive.”

The ICMR issued the guide-
lines on January 10 and the
Director, DGHS, circulated them
the next day — after the Health
Minister’s approval —toall district
magistrates for implementation.

The guidelines direct that in
community settings, only symp-
tomatic patients, at-risk contacts
oflaboratory confirmed cases, in-
dividuals undertaking interna-
tional flights, and international
travellers be tested. In hospital set-
tings, only patients referred by
doctors will be tested. Further,

THE GUIDELINES
‘WHO WILL BE TESTED:
- - laboratory-confirmed
In community settings: cases (those 60 years and
B Symptomatic (with above with co-morbidities)
cough, fever, cold, sore M International travellers
throat, breathlessness, loss In hospital settings:
of taste, smell & other nhospitalse l‘ngs.
respiratory symptoms) M Only those patients
M At-risk contacts of referred by doctors
‘WHO WILL NOT BE from Covid facility as per
TESTED: revised discharge rules
In community settings: W Individuals undertaking
i : interstate domestic travel
B Asymptomatic
individuals In hospital settings:
B Contacts of confirmed M Asymptomatic patients
cases unless at risk based undergoing surgical/
on age or co-morbid non-surgical invasive
conditions proceduresincluding
. pregnant women in/near
;Paﬁlenmdwho Stal?d labour who are hospitalised
. 1slc ;rge ?;pl?r ome for delivery should notbe
1sofa onbgql € dl.nelsl’ d tested unless warranted or
patients being discharge symptoms develop
TESTS OVER LAST 3 DAYS
JAN12 JAN13 JAN14
1,05,102 98,832 79,578
(RT-PCR: 85,349 | (RT-PCR: 80,417 (RT-PCR: 64,183
Cases: 27,561 | Cases: 28,867 | Cases: 24,833
Deaths: 40 Deaths: 31 Deaths: 24
Positivity rate: Positivity rate: Positivity rate:
26.22% 29.21% 30.64%

asymptomatic patients undergo-
ing treatment/ surgery, including
pregnant women nearing/in
labour, will not be tested unless
warranted or showing symptoms.

The health department official
said, “Samples coming in from
hospitals have gone down. Earlier,
all patients were being tested be-
fore any procedure or admission.
Now, ICMR guidelines clearly state
thatthose who are asymptomatic
need not be tested before proce-
dures, surgeries or delivery.
Keeping all these factors in mind,
the number of samples has re-
duced in the government sector.”
The official added that private labs
were continuing to test samples
of asymptomatic persons for now.

Another health department
official said the objective behind
the new guidelines is to reduce
panic among the public: “Cases
are increasing very rapidly but
are mostly mild. This will also re-

duce load on labs which were
testing thousands of samples a
day. The harassment that asymp-
tomatic people face in hospitals
will be reduced. Recovery rate
will increase as the focus is only
on symptomatic patients.”
“District officials and their
teams will ensure a protocolisin
place to reduce asymptomatic
cases and community spread.
Night and weekend curfew will
also be lifted gradually as cases
come down,” added the official.
Incidentally, Delhi conducted
the highest number of RT-PCR
tests (85,349) Wednesday just as
the guidelines were issued, and
the numbers were also more than
80,000 on Thursday. This, the offi-
cial said, could be because of alag
period of acouple of days after col-
lection of samples and the report
being uploaded on the ICMR por-
tal. On Friday, there was adip and
64,183 RT-PCR tests were done.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

DELHI REPORTED 24,383 new
Covid cases on Friday, with the
number dropping by over 4,000
in comparison to the previous
day’s tally of over 28,800 cases
that crossed the peak of infections
reported in a single day during
the delta variant-driven wave in
April-May last year.

The drop in the numbers on
Friday, however, was due to fewer
tests being conducted in the cap-
ital. The positivity rate, the pro-
portion of samples that return
positive, continued its upward
trend to 30.6% on Friday.

There were only 79,578 tests
conducted on Thursday, as re-
ported a day later in Friday’s bul-
letin, of which just over 64,000 or
80% were conducted using the
more accurate molecular meth-
odslike RT-PCRand CBNAAT.The
reduction in the number of tests,
officials say, is because of the
change in the ICMR testing guide-
lines that nolonger allows testing
on demand. Only those who are
symptomatic, have high-risk con-
tacts, or need to travel outside
India are to be tested.

98,832 tests had been con-
ducted a day earlier.

Delhi also reported 34 deaths
onFriday, taking January’s total toll
to 198. The city on Wednesday
had reported 40 deaths, with the
dip in the numbers coinciding

10.19 am from a man identified
as Anupam Kumar, who came to
the flower market on his two-
wheeler.

“He found a bag lying near
the two-wheeler, which was
parked at the gate, and he asked
the local shopkeeper about it.
Failing to receive a satisfactory
reply, he made a call to the PCR
and a team immediately
reached the spot. They cordoned
off the area and alerted other
agencies, including NSG and
special cell. A fire tender, the
bomb squad and sniffer dogs
also arrived at the spot,” a sen-
ior police officer said.

After reaching the spot,
bomb detection and disposal ex-

with the changed testing guide-
lines. In most deaths during the
current wave, Covid-19 wasanin-
cidental finding when patients
came in for treatment of other
conditions. With the new testing
guidelines stating that no test is
needed for asymptomatic pa-
tients (not having Covid-like
symptoms) undergoing proce-
dures or delivering a baby, these
numbers have also reduced.

There were nine deathsin the
entire month of December, seven
inNovember, four in October,and
five in September.

With the cases shooting up,
there are over 92,000 active
cases in the city. Of them, 2,529
are hospitalised. There are 99
persons on ventilator support
across city hospitals,and 716 on
oxygen support, as per the Delhi
government’s health bulletin.

“Over 75% of the people who
have died were those who did
not get their vaccines. Over 90%
of the deaths were in people
with severe diseases like cancer,
kidney disease who also hap-
pened to test positive for Covid-
19,” said Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain on Friday.

Earlier, The Indian Express had
reported that 70 of the 97 deaths
between January 9 and 12 were
in those who did not get their
Covid-19 shots.

Jain also said “none of the
cases of deaths in children were
inthose who did not have any se-
vere condition”.

An empty testing centre at Anand Vihar rly station. Abhinav Saha

First doctor to get coronavirus in Delhi says
vaccine hesitancy has reduced over the year

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

WHEN HE first heard about
Covid-19 vaccination drive, Dr
GopalJha thought the pandemic
would soon come toanend. That
was a while ago, and though he
took the third dose of the vaccine
on Wednesday, he continues to
remain hopeful.
DrGopalJha(52)and his wife
Dr AlpanaJha(50),both of whom
work at mohalla clinics in East
Delhi, were the first reported
cases of doctors getting the viral
infectionin the capital. They were
part of Delhi’s first cluster of in-
fections in March 2020, which
branched from a woman who
had returned from Saudi Arabia.
“I never had any hesitation

about getting the vaccine. But
when I first heard about it, I
thought the pandemic would
come to an end. Now, I have got
one, two, three doses, but it still
continues. I still have hope that
it will end soon. We all need to
continue taking precautions. The
booster dose adds to our de-
fence,” said Dr Jha after getting
the shot along with his wife.
Through the year; he said, vac-
cine acceptance has grown: “The
best part is that now patients
come to me and tell me they have
already taken the doses. The ini-
tial hesitation that people had,
when I had to convince them to
getthe shots, isathingof the past.”
But even after getting the
precaution dose, he said, he en-
sures that he follows all proto-
cols to prevent bringing the in-

Dr GopalJha took the 3rd
vaccine dose on Wednesday

fection home: “Istill wash all my
clothes in warm water and take
ashower after coming back from
the clinic every day. I monitored
all my symptoms closely.”

He said that the vaccine kept
his family safe during the April-
May wave when he saw many of
his patients needing hospitalisa-

tion and oxygen support:
“Thankfully, no one in my family
got the disease during the last
and so far the current wave. My
wife and [ were the first to receive
the vaccine, then my 89-year-old
mother also got it, and my 19-
year-old daughter is vaccinated
too. My son, however, is 13-
years-old and is yet to geta shot.”
He had tested positive for the
infection on March 18, 2020, fol-
lowed by his wife and daughter
testing positive a few days later.
Dr Jha had already been briefed
about the new viral infection, and
he remembers asking his patient,
who eventually became the first
case in Delhi, to mask up soon af-
ter she came into her clinic.
“She was coughing very badly,
and limmediately suspected she
had the disease because she had

a history of international travel.
We gave her a mask, but by that
time I think all the staff had al-
ready been exposed,” he said.

Although his wife and daugh-
ter had milder symptoms, he had
breathing difficultyand adropin
oxygen saturation. He had to be
admitted to the intensive care
unit and put on high flow nasal
oxygen. “ldid notlose hope.l had
the wishes of the entire medical
fraternity with me. And, after [
completed my quarantine fol-
lowing hospitalisation, I rejoined
work. My patients came to check
on me because they had heard
the news,” said Dr Jha.

He said he wasn’t scared of
getting back to the job and be-
lieved that as long as he followed
all precautions strictly, he would
be okay.

perts first examined the bag.

“They found that it contained
an[ED and decided to dispose of
it. A heavy metal container was
brought in. The bomb disposal
squad, with help from local po-
lice, dug an approximately 8-
foot-deep ditch in an open
ground, where the bag carrying
the IED was disposed. The NSG
conducted a controlled explo-
sion of the IED around 1.30 pm,”
the officer said.

AnFIR has beenregistered at
the Special Cell police station
and officers are checking CCTV
footage to gather clues.

“Several teams of the New
Delhi range of Special Cell are
working on it. Prime facie, it ap-

GITHUB CASE

pears that the accused had done
a recce before planting the IED
outside the gate,” an officer said.

Pawan Kumar Pandey, who
has a tea stall outside the flower
market, said: “The bag was first
noticed by aman who came into
my shop after parking his two-
wheeler. He asked me about it,
and later informed the police. [
heard a loud explosion when it
was destroyed.”

His wife Savita said, “There
was heavy rush today due to the
(Makar Sankranti) festival. All
shopkeepers, rickshaw pullers,
etcwere asked tovacate the area.
We will have to keep our shops
shut till police give us permission
to restart business.”

Court denies bail to
accused: ‘Act affront

to dignity

of women

of a community’

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

OBSERVING THAT his act was an
“affront to the dignity of women
of a particular community and
communal harmony of society”,
a Delhi court has denied bail to
engineering student Neeraj
Bishnoi, whois accused of creat-
ing an app using GitHub which
hosted photographs of over 100
Muslim women without their
consent, alongside objectionable
comments.

Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Dr Pankaj Sharma de-
nied bail to 21-year-old Bishnoi,
stating that the facts disclosed he
created the ‘Bulli Bai’ app where
“women journalists and celebri-
ties of a particular community
who are famous on social media
are targeted and they are pro-
jected in a bad light with an ob-
jective to insult and humiliate
them by objectification”.

“A vilification campaign
against these women containing
derogatory content and offend-
ing material having communal
overtones was run on this app
being made by the accused. The
act of the accused is apparently
an affront to the dignity of
women of a particular commu-
nity and communal harmony of
society,” the court said.

The court also observed that
investigation was at an initial
stage, and police were in the
process of collecting evidence
and identifying the other ac-
cused involved in this "disdainful
act”.

Bishnoi’s lawyer had argued
in court that “the term ‘Bulli bai’
can be perceived or interpreted
by any individual and that he
created the app which can be
used by anyone”. The lawyer fur-
ther submitted that “nothing has
been recovered from his posses-
sion and the investigation

against him has already been
completed and no fruitful pur-
pose can be served by keeping
him in custody”.

The Additional Public
Prosecutor, appearing on behalf of
the state, opposed Bishnoi's bail
and argued that he “created the
‘Bulli bai’ app on the GitHub web-
sitein December2021 and posted
various photographs of some
Muslimjournalists totarget them”.

The prosecutor submitted
that “the accused created the
app on GitHub using a proton
VPN to hide his identity and used
a burner phone with a number
belonging to Poland to create the
@bullibai Twitter handle”.

The prosecutor said, “They
were analysing digital equip-
ment for evidence, and that
Bishnoi was involved in multiple
cases registered at different po-
lice stations in the country.”

The complainant in this case,
ajournalist, had submitted that
photographs of prominent
women were intentionally
picked for the purpose of “insult-
ing and outraging their modesty
by making sexually coloured re-
marks”. The complainant stated
that since she was a famous jour-
nalist, she was subjected to huge
embarrassment and insult by
the act of the accused.

The app was hosted on US-
based GitHub on December 31.
OnJanuary 2, separate FIRs were
registered in Delhi and Mumbai,
based on complaints by women
who were among those targeted.

Police have booked Bishnoi,
who was arrested from Jorhat in
Assam, under sections 153A (pro-
moting enmity between different
groups on the ground of religion
and doing acts prejudicial to
maintenance of harmony), 153B
(imputations, assertions prejudi-
cial to national integration), 354A
(sexual harassment), and 509
(word, gesture or act intended to
insult the modesty of a woman).

Gurgaon: No namaz
in public, religious
leaders cite Covid

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, JANUARY 14

THE FRIDAY namaz was not of-
fered at any public place in
Gurgaon as Muslim community
leaders appealed to people tore-
frain from gathering in large
congregations amid the surge in
Covid cases in the district.

Last month, the Haryana gov-
ernment had prohibited large
congregations after five districts,
including Gurgaon, witnessed a

spike in cases.
Arecent order issued by the
Haryana  State  Disaster

Management Authority, declar-
ing new curbs in more districts,
had stated, “Large congregations
like all kinds of public meetings,
rallies, protests, dharnas, etc shall
be prohibited in the state.”
Mufti Mohammad Saleem,
President Jamiat Ulema e Hind,
Gurgaon, said, “We had ap-
pealed to people to offer prayers
at their homes considering the
Covid situation. Namaz was not
offered at public places in the
city today. At mosques, prayers
were offered in batches and mul-

tiple rounds to accommodate
people and as per social distanc-
ing norms.”

Khurshid Rajaka, national
convener, Muslim Rashtriya
Manch, said that after a meeting
with senior police officers on
Thursday, they held a joint meet-
ing with the Imam Sangathan
and decided against offering
prayers in large congregations on
Friday in the near future, until
new guidelines are issued by the
government.

Friday prayers have been in
focus for months now, as right-
wing outfits and some locals
have objected to namaz in the
open.

“Since Covid cases have in-
creased, we decided to avoid
large gatherings for a few weeks.
We had also apprised the deputy
commissioner of the same. The
guidelines state that no more
than 50 people can congregate
forareligious gathering. We de-
puted representatives at some
points who informed people of
the new guidelines and re-
quested them to offer prayers at
their homes or at mosques,” said
Rajaka.
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last 5 years’.

target BJP

HASHTAG POLITICS

Uttar Pradesh on Friday through a video on Twitter.
He said the top parties in the state have neglected
government schools, and only AAP can deliver on
the promise of education, like ‘it did in Delhi in the

621LIKES, 253 RETWEETSIN 7 HOURS

® Goa Congress invokes Atal to

‘With #BJPReportCard, the Goa Congress tweeded,
“Late PM Shri. Atal Bihari Vajpayee's legacy is being
tarnished by its association with Atal Setu. All those
who travelled on it ask how within 2 years so many
potholes have surfaced. There's always some public
work going on but its quality is questionable.”

22 LIKES, 14 RETWEETS IN 7 HOURS

BALLOTIN

Crowd at SP office: FIR lodged

for violation of Covid norms

Lucknow: An FIRwas lodged against around 2,000-2,500 uniden-
tified Samajwadi Party workers for allegedly violating the model
code of conduct and Covid-19 norms by crowding at the party of-
ficein Lucknow on Friday. The crowd gathered at the party office
ahead of the event at which former BJP ministers Swami Prasad
Maurya and Dharam Singh Saini, along with a number of other
former BJP MLAs, were to officially join the Samajwadi Party. The
Election Commission had banned political rallies, nukkad meet-
ings, road shows till January 15. The EC, taking cognizance of a re-
port submitted by the Lucknow DM regarding the matter, di-
rected that the SHO of Gautampalli police station be suspended
for dereliction of duty. It also sought an explanation from the
ACP of the area concerned, and from the returning officer of the
Lucknow Central Assembly constituency.

Be visible and accessible, CEC
tells election observers

New Delhi: The Election Commission organised a briefing on
Friday for observers to be deployed during the Assembly elec-
tions in Goa, Manipur, Punjab, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh.
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Sushil Chandra told the ob-
servers tobe visible, accessible, neutral and ethical. “While stress-
ingonthe Commission's zero-tolerance towards abuse of money
power or any kind of inducements, CEC urged Expenditure
Observers to sharpen their skills and be innovative in countering
newer methods ofinducement,” the EC said ina statement. More
than 1,400 officials attended the sessions, with 140 attending it
physically at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi and the rest joining in

e Sisodia vows
‘Delhi-like
education
success’ in UP
AAP leader and Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister

Manish Sisodia
addressed voters in

ENS

DILEMMA AFTER SAMAJWADI PARTY BUOYED BY INDUCTIONS Parting the SuUm:

Akhilesh faces ticket claims My per cent
from turncoats, SP aspirants

With a slew of MLAs from BJP & BSP joining SP, which has also tied up with seven
smaller parties, Akhilesh Yadav is bracing to deal with their competing demands

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 14

THE SAMAJWADI Party (SP)’s
campaign might have been
boosted by the induction of a
slew of MLAs from the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), in-
cluding ministers, and other par-
tiesintoits fold in the run-up the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions, but SP president Akhilesh
Yadav will now have to deal with
the formidable task of ticket-dis-
tribution in their constituencies
which already have many exist-
ingaspirants from his own party.

The Nakur Assembly con-
stituency in Saharanpur districtis
a case in point. Dharam Singh
Saini, who quit his ministerial po-
sition in the Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment to join the SP,isa second-
term MLA from Nakur and is a
leading claimant for this seat in
the upcoming polls.

However, former Congress
leader Imran Masood, who re-
cently quit his party to switch to
the SP, was the runner-up against
Saini on the Nakur seat both in
2017 and 2012 Assembly elec-
tions. Masood, who met Akhilesh
earlier this week, is also a strong
candidate in the race for the SP
ticket from this constituency.

Apart from Saini and Masood,
there are a numbers of local SP
workers who are also aspirants for
the party ticket from Nakur, with
their claims being based on the
fact that they have remained with
the party and worked on the
ground even when it has been out
of power since 2017.

This is not an isolated case.
For Akhilesh will have to face a
similar situation in over 18
Assembly seats where sitting
MLAs of the BJP and BSP have ei-
ther joined the SP in recent days
or are headed to the party. Also,
Akhilesh has forged alliances
with seven smaller parties,

Supporters gather at SP head office in Lucknow on Friday ahead of the event at which Swami
Prasad Maurya, Dharam Singh Saini and others officially joined the party. Vishal Srivastav

The SP’s Saharanpur district
president Chandrashekhar
Yadav admitted that both Saini
and Masood were claimants for
the ticket from Nakur and that
several party workers were also
demanding the ticket from the
constituency.

He said Saini,an OBCleader, is
likely to contest from Nakurin the
polls. Masood, a prominent
Muslim leader, had lost against
Saini by less than 5,000 votes in
the past two elections.

UP’s prominent OBC leader
Swami Prasad Maurya, who quit
the Adityanath Cabinetand the BJP
tojointhe SP,is asitting MLA from
the Padrauna constituency. The SP
had stood fourth in Padrauna in
2012 and had given the seat in
2017 toalliance partner Congress,
which finished third in the polls.
Maurya would be an obvious
choice for the SP in Padrauna.
However, conceding the claim of
Maurya’s son Utkrist for a ticket
from a different constituency will

the SP’s Manoj Pandey both in
2012 and 2017 Assembly elections.
BSP veteran and sitting MLA
from Akbarpur, Ram Achal
Rajbhar has joined the SP and or-
ganised a big rally in a show of
strength a few weeks ago.In 2017,
Rajbhar had defeated the SP'sRam
Murti Verma who had got elected
from there in the 2012 polls.
Speaking to The Indian Express,
Verma confirmed that he has de-
manded party ticket from
Akbarpur and that Rajbhar too
was claimingit from there. “Party
national president will decide
who will contest,” Verma said.
Similar is the situation in the
Katehri constituency, withsitting
MLA Lalji Verma, who quit the
BSPto join the SP, leading the race
for the party ticket, followed by
senior SP leader Jaishankar
Pandey, who had finished third
in 2017 there.
Another BJPMLAwho quitthe
saffron party to join the SP is
Roshanlal Verma, whorepresents

virtually from the states. ENS whicharealsovying forseatsfor  notbe easy for Akhilesh. the Tilhar constituency in
their respective candidates. UtkristhadlostinUnchaharto ~ Shahjahanpur district. A three-
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WOMEN CANDIDATES

Few women get AAP ticket for Punjab polls, but many
who made the cut worked their way into contention

KAMALDEEP SINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR, JANUARY 14

THE AAM Aadmi Party, which
created abuzz when it promised
to give every womanin Punjaba
monthly allowance of Rs 1,000 if
voted to power, has allotted only
around 10 per cent of its seats to
women. Of the 106 candidates
that the AAP has announced so
far for the 117-seat Punjab
Assembly, only 12 are women.

Most of the 12 women who
did get a ticket, however, are
home-grown leaders who have
worked their way into
contention.

Baljinder Kaur and Saravjit
Kaur Manuke, sitting MLAs from
Talwandi Sabo and Jagraon (re-
served) respectively, were
among the first on the list.

Baljinder Kaur emerged as a
close confidante of the AAP’s
Delhileadership during the last
five years. Her name has made
the rounds as a potential chief
ministerial candidate for the
party, and is a leader who is
seen as one of the AAP's safest
bets in Punjab.

Manuke, on the other hand,
sparked some controversy dur-
ing her tenure and nearly quit
the AAP before she was again
nominated as a candidate to

(Clockwise from top) Sitting MLAs Baljinder Kaur and Saravjit
Kaur Manuke are AAP candiates from Talwandi Sabo and
Jagraon respectively. Singer-turned-politician Anmol Gagan
Maan got the AAP ticket from Kharar; and Neena Mittal, who
has been with the bparty since 2013, will be the AAP
candidate from Rajpura

avert defection.

The party's candidate from
Kharar, Anmol Gagan Maan, is a
singer-turned-politician who
got the key post of AAP youth
wing vice president as soon as
she joined the party in July 2020.
She has been known to make
bold and aggressive public state-

ments. Recently she also sang a
song in praise of AAP national
convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal in the
context of the upcoming elec-
tions.

Neena Mittal, the candidate
from Rajpura, comes from a
business family and has been

VOTING ON
FEBRUARY 14

with the party since 2013. She
worked for the AAP in Delhi
also, and was given the party
ticket from the Patiala Lok
Sabha seatin 2019.

Narinder Kaur Bharaj came
to the limelight while working
for the AAP in the Sangrur par-
liamentary constituency during
the 2014 election in which
Bhagwant Mann became an MP
for the first time. However, there
was controversy over giving her
aticket from Sangrur, as she was
expected to contest from a rural
constituency.

The AAP's candidate from
Nakodar, Inderjit Kaur Maan, is
known for developing her vil-
lage Bir with funds collected
from NRIs. She switched to the
AAP from Shiromani Akali Dalin
October 2021.

Former chairperson of the
permanent Lok Adalat at
Kapurthala, Manju Rana, is the
AAP's  candidate  from
Kapurthala seat. She was re-
moved from her Lok Adalat post
after she had slapped afine of Rs
10,000 on Brahm Mohindra, the
then Punjab health minister, for
ignoring her orders in 2018. She
had also passed some popular

judgments related toa toll plaza
and afamous dhaba inJalandhar.

Ludhiana South candidate
Rajinder Pal Kaur Chhina has
been working with Kejriwal
ever since the Anna Hazare-led
movement that brought the
AAP chief into the limelight.

Jeevanjot Kaur, who has also
been working with party for a
long time, got a ticket for the
first time from Amritsar East,
the constituency where
Congress leader Navjot Singh
Sidhuis sitting MLA.

Santosh Kataria, the AAP
candidate for Balachaur, comes
from a political family. She first
contested elections from
Balachaur in 2007, and she has
also been a chairperson of the
zila parishad.

Ophthalmologist Dr Baljit
Kaur, the daughter for former
AAP MP Sadhu Singh, got a ticket
from the reserved constituency
of Malout.

The party's women's wing
vice president, Dr Amandeep
Kaur Arora, surprised many
when she was announced as
the candidate from Moga,
where senior leader Navdeep
Sangha was said to be in the
race. Sangha joined the farm-
ers' unions' Sanyukt Samaj
Morcha, and will contest from
Moga for the SSM.

term MLA, Verma had defeated
the Congress’s Jitin Prasadain the
2017 polls, when the SP and the
Congress had an alliance.

“At least 20 leaders of SP are
demanding ticket from Tilhar. But
whatever party president will de-
cide, everyone will follow that,”
said Tanveer Ahmed, the SP’s
Shahjahanpur district president.

Another BJP ministerand OBC
leader, Dara Singh Chauhan, who
resigned from the BJP govern-
mentandis now set to join the SP,
is currently an MLA from the
Madhuban constituency in Mau
district. He may be afirst-time leg-
islator from Madhuban but due to
his high-profile political career
and seniority the SPwill be under
pressure to give priority to his
claimwhile selectingits candidate
on this seat.

Other such seats where sitting
MLAs from other parties have
joined the SPfold include Bhinga,
Sidhauli, Pratappur, Handiya,
Dholana, Mungra Badshahpur,
Chillupar, Sitapur, Khalilabad, Bilsi
and Nanpara.

VS your per cent

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 14

THE MANY additions and sub-
tractions aren't the only math
sums occupying parties in Uttar
Pradesh. The caste calculations
of the state have introduced an-
other dynamic: percentages.

Yogi Adityanath’s 80%
to 20%

Speaking at a recent event,
the Chief Minister said the state
will witness an "80% versus 20%"
election, and that the BJP will re-
tain power. Yogi did not specify,
but the Opposition said it was
obvious. As per the
2011 Census,
Muslims formed
19.01% of UP's pop-
ulation.

Asked to clarify
the remarks at an
Aaj Tak event,

EXPLAINED

(then nobody can prevent your
rout. Because you have drawn the
dividing line),” Maurya said,
adding that the SCs,ST, tribals,
backwards, poor and Daltis will
unite in the elections.

Later, he tweeted, "Vote
hamara, raaj tumhara, nahin
chalega, nahin chalega (Our votes
and your reign, this ends)”.

As per the 2011 Census, SCs
made up 21.1% of UP's popula-
tion while STs were 1.1%. The
state's OBC population is esti-
mated at around 50%.

Akhilesh Yadav’s 80%
vs 20%

Trying to woo the upper
castes, particu-
larly Brahmins,
to broadbase its
appeal, the SP
would have been
left squirming at
the stark cate-
gorisation by

Adityanath said .
20% are those who

“oppose Ram Janmabhoomi”
and “sympathise with mafias
and terrorists”. The CM also said
that"80vs 20" isareality. "Thisis
definitely an 80 vs 20 election.”

Swami Prasad
Maurya's 85% to 15%

Taking off from Adityanath's
formulation, the BJP minister-
turned-Samajwadi Party leader
said on Friday that the election
would actually be a contest be-
tween the 85% backwards and
Dalits and the 15% upper castes of
the state. Among UP's prominent
OBCleaders, Maurya, speaking for
the first time from the SP's stage,
went on to elaborate. “Sarkar ba-
naven Dalit aur pichde, aur malai
khaven wo log agde, 5 feesdi log
(Governments are made by Dalits
and backwards, and the benefits
are cornered by the upper castes,
the 5%)! You are giving a slogan of
80and 20, butlsay thatit will now
be 15 versus 85,” he said, adding,
“85 to hamara hai, 15 me bhi bant-
wara hai(The 85isall ours, the 15
is further divided).”

“Ifonly those 5-10% are Hindus
for you, tab to aapki khatiya khadi,
bistaragol hona tai hai. Kyunkibat-
ware ki line aapne kheench dee hai

Maurya of the
coming elections
as backwards vs forwards. In his
speech Friday, Akhilesh steered
clear of any caste references.

Instead, he said that when
Adityanath talked of 80% vs 20%,
he actually meant that only 20%
would back the BJP and the rest
the SP. Plus, he said, the exit of
Maurya and others would fur-
ther reduce the BJP's 20%. “Baba
Mukhyamantri (the chief minis-
ter) should engage a math
teacher," Akhilesh said.

Anupper caste leader of the SP
said the party should take upwhat
Mauryasaid at an appropriate fo-
rum. “SPideologue Ram Manohar
Lohia was of the opinion that peo-
ple from every section and class
should be taken along. Maurya's
remark is against that ideology.”

SPMLA Manoj Pandey, whois
president of the party's 'intellec-
tual cell' and the organiser of its
'Prabudhha Sammelans' to con-
nect with Brahmins, said: “I have
notread Maurya's remark. The SP
has always given respect to all
castes and sections and ensured
participation of everyone. Also,
Dalits, backwards and forward
classes, whoever is deprived of
their right, they should get rights
on the basis of poverty.”

Buffeted by desertions, crisis
of leadership, Cong struggles
to mount campaign in Manipur

Party, however, asserts it is going all out to fight elections
and that former CM Okram Ibobi Singh will play a key role

JIMMY LEIVON &
TORAAGARWALA
IMPHAL, GUWAHATI, JAN 14

THE CONGRESS party seems tobe
in dire straits in Manipur as it
braces to face the upcoming
Assembly elections in this North-
eastern state. Like other states in
the region, Manipurwas alsoonce
itsbastion. But, the grand old party
has been in a steady decline in
Manipur too, with its MLAS’ tally
in the existing 60-member
Assembly plunging from 28 seats
in 2017 to mere 13 now.

Led by state Congress stalwart
and three-time chief minister
Okram Ibobi Singh, the party had
ended up in 2017 Assembly polls
asasinglelargest party. Butit was
outsmarted by the BJP, which led
by N Biren, managed to cobble up
the majority number and form
the government by forming al-
liances with smaller parties.

Since then, the Congress has
been onadownward slide, racked
by periodic rounds of defections.
Infact, two senior Congress legis-
lators, Chaltonlien Amo and
Kakching Y Surchandra, have
switched over to the BJP just this
week. In August 2021, even the
then Manipur Congress presi-
dent, Govinddas Konthoujam, de-
fected to the saffron party.

The Congress has been ama-
jor player in Manipur politics
since 1950s even before it gained
full-fledged statehood. It had
been in power multiple times
with RKKeishing serving as the
CM for three terms — from 1980
to 1988 and, subsequently, from
1994 to 1997.From 2002 to 2017,

Manipur Congress stalwart
and three-time chief
minister Okram Ibobi Singh

the Congress ruled Manipur
with Ibobi Singh as the CM.

Political experts say the waves
of MLAs’ defections from the
Congress to the BJP, who also
rules the Centre, is typical of the
North-east politics, with the party
ruling the Centre calling the shots
in states across the region.

The region’s politics isalsode-
fined by its volatility, which was
witnessed in Manipur in 2020
too, when a BJP ally National
People’s Party as well as three of
its own MLAs withdrew support
from the N Biren government.
The BJP government had then vir-
tually collapsed and it seemed for
a few days that the Congress
might stage a comeback. But, the
saffron camp managed to avert
the crisis following the interven-
tion of its central leadership.

The Congress also appears to
be gripped by aleadership crisis.
The 73-year-old Ibobi Singh,
who is currently Leader of the
Opposition, has been out of ac-
tion for a long time. He is rarely
seen even in his own con-
stituency, Thoubal, from where

he has been winning since 2002.

Dismissing such an assess-
ment, Manipur Congress chief K
Meghachandra says the party is
going all out to fight the
Assembly elections, asserting it
still has many “veteran and expe-
rienced” leaders. Terming Ibobi
Singh as the Congress’s “key per-
son”, Meghachandra says, “He
(Ibobi) is a heavyweight...active
or inactive, it does not matter.
Everyone knows him, and he is
still powerful.”

At the peak of Ibobi’s power,
during his second and third terms
asthe CM, the Congress had been
beset by intense factionalismand
infighting, with the party being
torn between MLAs loyal to Ibobi
and a dissident group. The fac-
tional feuds hit a flash point in
2016, when Yumkham Erabot, se-
niormost Congress legislator and
Ibobi’s arch rival, left the party to
jointhe BJP. Thisled to other lead-
ers following suit, including N
Biren, the incumbent CM.

Following the exit of Erabot
and Biren, otherleadersand MLAs
began to jump ship. With the BJP
formingits government, the trend
of defection from the Congress
gained momentum.

Manipur Congress vice pres-
ident and spokesperson, Kh
Devabrata Singh, admitted that
the party has suffered damages
owing to the exodus of its legis-
lators towards the ruling party.
“A party (BJP) whose policy is to
uproot its rival (Congress-mukt
Bharat)... one can imagine how
destructive and relentless it
would be. However, we are safe
now and trying to reconstruct
our party,” he said.
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WEATHER WATCH

EARTH SCIENCES Minister Jitendra Singh on Friday launched
a unique initiative by the India Meteorological Department -
crowdsourcing weather information. The launch of the plat-
form took place on the IMD’s 147th Foundation Day. The pub-
lic participation platform, which Singh said was an example
of what “citizen science”can be, will have people from across
the country call or text local weather information to the IMD.
They can click pictures of weather events in their areas on their
phones and then upload them on the IMD platform. This, of-
ficials said, will enhance the IMD’s database of information.

CALL MODE

POLL-BOUND STATES

EC: Notice period to register new
parties down from 30 days to 7

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

THE ELECTION Commission
on Friday announced that it re-
duced the notice period for the
registration of new political
parties from 30 days to seven
in the five poll-going states —
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Manipur and Goa.

“It has been brought to the
notice of the Commission that
in view of prevailing restric-

tions on account of Covid-19,
there was dislocation and de-
lay inmoving applications for
registration, which in turn led
todelayinregistrationasapo-
litical party.

During general election to
legislative Assembly of Bihar,
Assam, Kerala, Puducherry,
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal
also, the Commission relaxed
this notice period in view of
the ongoing pandemic,” the
EC said in a statement on
Friday. The EC said that under
the existing guidelines, a party

seeking registration has to
submit an application to it
within 30 days following the
date of its formation. The ap-
plicant is asked to publish the
party's proposed name in two
national dailies and two local
dailies on two days.
Objections, if any, with regard
to the proposed registration
of the party have to be sub-
mitted within 30 days from
the publication of the notice.

“Therefore, after consid-
ering all aspects of the mat-
ter, the Commission has

given arelaxation and has re-
duced the notice period from
30 days to seven days for the
parties who have published
their public notice on or be-
fore 08.01.2022,” it said.

“For all parties, including of
those parties which have al-
ready published the Public
Notice in less than seven days
prior to 08.01.2022, objection,
if any, can be submitted latest
by 5.30 pm on January 21,
2022 or by the end of the orig-
inally provided 30 days period,
whichever is earlier,” itadded.

TMC MP questions ‘Diamond Harbour model’

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY 14

EVENAS it has garnered praise
for checking the surge in
Covid-19 cases in his parlia-
mentary constituency,
Trinamool Congress national
general secretary and MP

Abhishek Banerjee’s ‘Diamond
Harbour model’ has brought
out faultlines within the party.

TMC MP Kalyan Banerjee
criticised the model and ques-
tioned the Diamond Harbour
MP's views favouring a ban on
gatherings. Referring to his
views as a breach of party dis-
cipline, Kalyan said: “The post
of AllIndia General Secretary of

the party is not temporary. So
nooneinthis position can have
a personal opinion.. He
(Abhishek) is opposing the
MamataBanerjee government.
In this way, the state govern-
ment has been challenged.”
The model recently
made news for a “country-
wide record” in daily testing
for a constituency on

January 12 (53,203), low
positivity rate (2.5 per cent)
and for banning gatherings.

TMC spokesperson Kunal
Ghosh said: “If a leader like
Abhishek says something, we
as soldiers of the party should
listen to him.” Kalyan later
said he did not consider any-
one his “leader” except
Mamata Banerjee.

Focus on indigenous system, DAC
reviews imported equipment plans

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

IN YET another push towards focus-
ing on indigenously manufactured
weapons system for the armed forces,
the Defence Acquisitions Council
(DAC)on Friday held a special meeting
to review some upcoming projects
under which equipment would have
had been imported.

Although there was no official
word on the outcome of the meeting,
sources said several such projects were
taken up, including helicopters for the
Coast Guard and vehicles for the Army.

The government is reviewing all

upcoming Buy (Global) projects un-
der which the weapon systems or
other equipment were imported
from foreign Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEM). The govern-
ment is pushing the forces to focus
on “Atmanirbhar” or equipment
manufactured by the domestic in-
dustry as much as possible.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,
who chaired the DAC meeting vir-
tually on Friday, said in December
last year he had told senior officials
from the US, Russia, France and “all
the friendly nations” that “keeping
in mind India’s security, we want
to manufacture all defence equip-
ment within India now”.

HIMALAYAN

G.B. PANT NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

Kosi-Katarmal, Almora-263 643, Uttarakhand
TENDER NOTICE No.-GBPNIHE/NMSHE-TF-3 (lind Phase)/2021-22/14

ENVIRONMENT (NIHE)

Data Logger & Wireless-USB

E-tenders are invited on behalf of the Director, GBPNIHE,
Kosi-Katarmal, Almora from eligible reputed and registered
firms/suppliers/manufacturers for supply and demonstration Soil

Phase) project. The last date of submission of online tender is
04.02.2022 at 3.00 P.M. The documents shall be submitted
online at website https:/ /moefcc.euniwizarde.com.

Dongle under NMSHE-TF-3 (II

The full

details of equipments and documents are
available in the Institute Website http://gbpihed.gov.in.

Office Superintendent

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi, during the interaction with Email: store@gbpihed.nic.in

Chief Ministers on Thursday, specifically highlighted that the
use of tele-medicine facilities for home isolation patients has
helped a great deal to lower the burden on hospitals.
Incidentally, on Friday, Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
visited the e-sanjeevani hub at CGHS Headquarters in Delhi
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and reviewed the tele-consultation services being provided. .
He also interacted with the doctors providing tele-consulta- tO 8 p aSS engerso Gadkarl (A Govt. of India Undertaking)
tion and personally viewed some sessions. GSR‘(G s Rules) CIRCLE SASTRA, PATNA NORTH: R-Block, 2nd Floor, Chanakya Place, Patna-800001
eneral Statutory Rules Ph.: 0612-2506743. Fax: i P
AR = + - ax: 2506585, Email: cs8297@pnb.co.in
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE  Notification to make a minimum . ! @p
THE TRAIN MANAGER NEW DELHL JANUARY 14 of 6 Airbags compulsory” SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF MOVABLE/IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
Gadkari said. E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Movable/Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
THE LAST person standing in a locomotive at the fag end of a THE MINISTRY of Road Transport He also said in order to min- ’S\lect_“”tY 'E‘eregtA9" ZOtOZtLGad "t‘;'lt,h proviso t°IR“'§_8 (6) ?tfthf Sfct‘r:'tygmereﬁ (Er}f(‘;’memet”t) R;‘l\'ITS&ZOOZ that the below described | o
train - called a rail guard - will now be known as the Train and Highways will issue a draft ~ imise the impact of frontal and CiED B ey gien D s INgEmEEl el DR BUE DD S ieeie R SR S it g e o ea S eEeslacs e
M Th d in ch fth . f 2 trai tificati King it f t lateral collisi th property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Punjab National
?jnahgeri( he gua? Sfal‘e m.c afl‘ge 0 h(? rur;]nmg ora dram no Il).llca lon nfm KINg It for au.g- ateral co lzlpnli 0?1 fi € OCCU& Bank, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is" , "As is what is" and "Whatever there is" on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for
an .c ec vt eentire Ormat}on Ofaﬂ}'t Ing that canendan- mo' 1.e manu agtur'ers to prOVI 'e pants seated in bot . rontan recovery of its dues due to the Punjab National Bank, Secured Creditor from the respective Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s)/Mortgager(s). The Reserve
gerllt.Atram Cdann()t mo(‘j/e WlttélOLlllt theﬁr nod. (zln Tll;lur?g%yv the almlmlrlnum of sixairbagsin Verll]l' Elear Elorgpia]rtmfems' ltdtélas beenl Price and the Earnest Money Deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.
Railway Board in an order said that the guards should be re- cles that can carry up to eight ecided that four additiona
designated as Train Managers, although their pay scale will re- passengers, Union Minister Nitin  airbags be mandated in the M1 SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS
main the same. Assistant Guard has been re-designated to GadKkari said on Friday. vehicle category. Name of the A)Dt. of Demand P';) Res?{ve Date/ | Details
Assistant Passenger Train Manager while Senior Passenger Inaseries of tweets on Friday, “...e two side/side torso Branch Notice u/s 13(2) of rice (Rs. | Time of | of the
X ‘ . > SO . : i SARFESI ACT 2002 inLacs) |g_auction
Guard will now be Senior Passenger Train Manager. the minister said his ministry  airbagsand twoside curtain/tube B) Outstanding Amount L | . B) EMD encum;
had already mandated the im-  airbags coveringall outboard pas- | . Name of the e Descr'p';:m S th:/(')“mwf“b:f AT (Last date of b;:g:;s
plementation of fitment of the ~ sengers. This is a crucial stepto | |No. Account ) :’&iﬁ?ﬁé&’kﬁ;‘; e " Tgage f";"er srt ame submitting KYC to the
RAJASTHAN. ASSAM UNIVERSITIES GET NEW V-C driver airbag with effect from  make motor vehicles in India Name & addresses |  AGT 2002 (Mortgagers of Property(ies)) for depositing secured
, -LS July 1,2019 and frontco-passen-  safer than ever;” he said. of the Borrower/  [5yNatre of Possession EMD) creditors
New Delhi: The Ministry of Education on Fridayannounced theappoint- ~ ger airbag with effect from To be clear, an M1 category Guarantors Account | ™ symholic/Physicall ) B"\?n'c’,‘l‘l’;‘t*ase
mentsof professors Anand Bhalerao Rajive Mohan Pantas thevice-chan-  January 1,2022. vehicle means a motor vehicle ol —
cellors of Central University, Rajasthan and Assam University, respec- “In order to enhance the whichisused for the carriage of | | 1- GORIY?A%AI'n(I-:\:: 1620 A) 20.05.2019 gescﬁg?tm" _?f 't""('j’"°;’Tv'l°'e ngﬁ"i!(/:/'\t'fg" |°LLakUd
tively. While prof Bhalerao is serving as principal of the Pune-based  safety of the occupantsinmotor ~ passengers, comprising not P (1920) |™"B) 7 5,41,632.23 (Pat:LaTnglr;:nZ- o e R
Bharati Vidyapeeth College of Engineering, prof Pant is attached with  vehicles carryingupto8passen-  more than eight seats in addition S e :nsegh::[;z; P':i d“gtﬁedraéﬁa'\rr‘t‘z:“ Sub Registry- Danapur, Sadar Registry & Distt. -| A)Z 5.74 Lakh
the North Eastern Regional Institute of Science and Technology, AP.ENS  gers, ] have now approvedaDraft  to the driver’s seat. Alc No 9°S-_{patna, Tauzi No. 2638, Thana No. 59, Khata No. 140, B) % 0.58 Lakh 3(;:;‘00162262
192000NC00000278 €) 24102019 |5yrvey Plot No. 689, Area 1 katha covered by Sale (25.01.2022) o N/A
D) Symbolic Deed No. 674 dated 25.01.2012 pertaining to = 04.00 PM
" " Mahesh Kumar S/o, Meghu Rai, Bounded by :- North| C) ¥ 10,000/- :
Bank Regional Office PATNA - Krishna Singh & others, South - 12ft wide Sahayak
of India Nasheman Bhavan, 1st Floor, Mazharool Haque Path, Sarak, East-Avinash Kumar Giri Hal Kharidar, West -
Frazer Road, Patna. Prem Kumar Bhushna & others.
(Contact: 09199949186; 09850649870; 07802003424) 2. | BRANCH: EGM (3041) A) 01.06.2021 Description of Inmovable Property:- EM of Land
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Movable/lmmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and SI'.I Sannu Kumar, S/o. B)X 42,08,168.79 g:sl#:d;]gaﬁ](-;+|3r)a5|;ia;eadnztmc;%?-pimf\lz\;ar:’lsshr:;f
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) and Rule 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002 Sri Ram Ishwar Prasad | plus upto date interest S yaganj, Fragan: : ’
e . S ; . b : Saw ub and Sadar Registry Office- and Distt- Patna,
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described movable/immovable and other charges. Tauzi No- 837. Thana No- 35. Khata No- 1684
property mortgaged/ charged to the Secured Creditor, the symbolic/ physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of Alc No. C) 06.10.2021 Kh S ’ Plot N 194’ Ward N 5’ A) X 45.00 Lakh 1.01.2022
Union Bank of India (secured creditor), will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is” basis on the date mentioned 304100NC06520886 . . e_srda N ;r\éey s Ok ?“' 1(2)’Dh arV'd O-S | ’ B) Z 4.50 Lakh 31.01.20
below, for recovery of dues as mentioned hereunder to Union Bank of India from the below mentioned Borrower(s) & Guarantor(s). The Reserve 304100NC06521168 D) Symbolic jamindari Bihar sarkar, Area- ur Vide Sale )X 4. a 11.00 AM N/A
i i i . Deed No- 23212 dated 01.10.2007 pertaining to Sri| (25.01.2022) to
Price and the Earnest Money Deposit are also mentioned hereunder: A
- - 304100NC06521520 Sannu Kumar S/o, Sri Ram Ishwar Prasad Saw, C) % 50,000/~ 12.00 AM
Branch Name & |B.C Road Branch (ECB), Indira Bhawan, Boring Canal Road, Patna-800001 3041009900000118 Bounded by :- North - 4 feet wide road left by ’
Address purchaser from his portion of land, South- Sri Balram
1.Name of the |1) M/s Shatrughan Textiles (Through Proprietor Shri.|Amount Due: Singh and Sri Krishna Singh, East- Survey Plot No-
Borrower & Shatrughan Mandal, S/o: Shri. Shiva Mandal) (Borrower)  |Rs.99,38,599.51 (Rupees Ninety Nine Lakh Thirty Eight Thousand 194(p) Sri Nunnu Sharma, West- Survey Plot No-
Guarantor/s 2) Shri. Shatrughan Mandal, S/o. Shri. Shiva Mandal, R/o:|Five Hundred and Ninety Nine and Paise Fifty One Only) as on 194(p) Smt. Saraswati Devi alias Parvati Devi.
Chitragupta Path, New Jakkanpur, Meethapur, Near Gauria|29.02.2020 with further interest cost and expenses 3. BRANCH: A) 29.06.2021 Description of Immovable Property:- EM of land
Math, Patna, Bihar-800001 (Borrower) LANGERTOLI (4743) B) < 8,35,050.97 |and Building situated at Mouza- Paharpur, Thana-
3) Mrs Sangeeta Mandal, W/o: Shri. Shatrughan Mandal, Sri Santosh Kumar, | plus upto date interest |Phulwari, Sadar registry and Distt- Patna, Thana No-| A) X 39.38 Lakh | ., 04 o5,
Chapra Colony, R/o: Chitragupta Path, New Jakkanpur, Jo. Lok Nath Rai 14, Survey Plot No:- 319, Khata No- 124. Area-1
Meetha : : S/o. Lok Nath Rai and other charges. ’ : p . = B) X 3.94 Lakh | 12.00 AM
pur, Near Gauria Math, Patna, Bihar-800001 Alc No Kattha Name of Owner:- Smt Sita Devi, W/o Lok (25.01.2022) t N/A
(Guarantor) 0474250010159 €) 16.09.2021  [Nath Rai, Boundries As Per Deed, North:- Niz Mokir |~ LR
Property (1): Land admeasuring an area of 13 Dhur 12 Dhurki in Thana no. 122, Tauzi No. 227, Khata No.282, Survey Plot No. 1342 situated at D) Symbolic South:- Ajit kumar Srivastav & Ram Niwash Pandey C) X 50,000/- :
Mauza-Manpur Bairiya, Pargana- Azimabad, Survey Thana- Phulwarisharif, PS- Gaurichak, Sub, Sadar Registry and District- Patna. 0474300015552 East:- Police colony, West:- Rameshwar Singh and
Reserve Price: Rs.9,00,000/- (Rupees Nine Lakh Only). EMD: Rs.90,000/- (Rupees Ninety Thousand Only). others then Rasta.
Property (2): Landed property (Land + Building) admeasuring 1 Kattha, 2 Dhur, 10 Dhurki equivalent to 3.5156 Decimal in Thana No- 29, Computer 4. | BRANCH: PATNACITY A) 30.06.2021 Description of Inmovable Property:- EM of Land
Code No. 303, Khata No. 44, Survey Plot No. 138, Ward No. 20, situated at Mohalla- DVC PasiTola, Mauza- Jakkanpur, Pargana- Azimabad, (38100) B) % 32,95,305.84 and Building vide Deed No 3991 Dtd 08.06.2012
Survey Thana- Phulwarisharif, at present P.S. Jakkanpur, Sub, Sadar Registry and District- Patna. M/s. Pratibha Food 1us upto date interest |Situated at Mouza Jethuli, Thana- Fatuha C.S.
Reserve Price: Rs.62,00,000/- (Rupees Sixty Two Lakh Only). EMD: Rs.6,20,000/- (Rupees Six Lakh Twenty Thousand Only). Enterprises B o zther charges Khesra No- 1519(P), Khata No- 50, Tauzi- 123(old)/
Branch Name & [Warsaliganj Branch situated at Main Bazaar Road, Dev Block, PO: Warsaliganj, Dist: Nawada: 805110 Prop.: Smt. Sunita C) 20.09.2021 —Bihar Govt (new), Thana No- 01, Sub-registry Office - A)Z 41.65 Lakh
Address Kumari. W/o. Sri ) 20.09. Patna City, Sadar Registry Office- bankipur and Dist. 31.01.2022
2. Name of the |M/s Kajal Cement Bhandar; Amount due: Rs.25,68,030.90 (Rupees Twenty Five Lakh Sanjiv Kumar D) Symbolic Patna, Total Area- 1 Katha 16 Dhur ( 2449.8sq t ) in| B) X 4.17 Lakh | 01.00 PM N/A
) : . 3 ; A ; the name of Sri Gopal Prasad, S/o Sri Basantu Rai,| (25.01.2022) to
Borrower & Prop: Mr. Subodh Kumar Sinha (Borrower) Sixty Eight Thousand and Thirty and Paise Ninety Only) as on Alc No. Boundary:- North- Heirs of Late Tetar Rai. South 02.00 PM
Guarantor/s Mr. Sudhanshu Kumar (Guarantor) 01.09.2019 with further interest cost and expenses ouncary-- Norin- Tielrs of bate _jetar =al, South-| - ) z 50,000/- :
0381008700012981 Purv Bhuswami Basantu Rai and Present Bhuswami
Property : All that Piece and Parcel of 3 Decimal/0.81 Kattha of Land with Building (G+3 storied House) thereon in the name of Mr. Subodh Kumar 038100JR00000114 and kharidar sri Lal bahadur Rai, varnit plot ka bhag,
Sinha situated at Thana No. 495, Tauzi No. 5489, Khata No. 266(0) & 655(N), Khesra No. 2128(0) & 4542, 4539(N) at Khoraitha, Patel Nagar (Tola 0381001L00000256 East- Purv Bhuswami Basantu Rai and Bhuswami
Balbapar), Warsaliganj, P.S:Warsaliganj, Dist: Nawada. and kharidar Smt. Babita Devi and Sri Gopal Prasad,
Reserve Price: Rs.40,00,000.00 (Rupees Forty Lakh Only). West- Saryug Rai and Heirs of Saryug Rai.
EMD: Rs.4,00,000.00 (Rupees Four Lakh Only) Description of Immovable Property:- EM of Land and Building Vide Deed No 6955 Dtd 12.12.2012
Branch Name & |Nawada Branch situated Near Old Rajauli Bus Stand, Sharfa Colony, Nonia Tola, Nawada-805110 situated at Mauza- Jethuli, Thana- Fatuha, C.S Khesra No- 1504 (P), Khata No- 165, Tauji No- 66 (old)/| A) ¥ 23.31 Lakh 1.01.2022
Address Bihar govt. (New), Thana No- 01, Sub Registry Patna City, Sadar Registry and Dist- Patna, Total Area- 2 B)  2.34 Lakh 301;006 ISM
3. Name of the  |Mr. Muneshwar Prasad Sinha (Borrower) Amount Due: Rs. 26,80,773.80 (Rupees Twenty Six Lacs Eighty Katha 10 Dhur (7.8125 decimal) in the name of Smt Sunita Kumari W/o Sri Sanjeev Kumar and Sri (25_0'1_2022) “to N/A
Borrower & Mrs. Renu Kumari Sinha (Guarantor) Thousand Seven Hundred Seventy Three and Paisa Eighty Only) Neeraj Kumar S/o Sri Gopal Prasad, Boundary:- North- Sri Gopal Prasad & Sri Dharamveer Prasad, 04.00 PM
Guarantor/s as on 30/06/2019 together with further interest thereon. aoqth—dSrl u?%'“g S?'Ba”d qe's P\f/\/lat? g”strl‘ana Rilerl_ \|7V7wa3n'ljfl:malr I&RS'H Shiv Kumar, East- Srif C) 50,000/- )
Property: All that Part and Parcel of Land alongwith Building admeasuring about 4.00 decimal in the name of Mrs. Renu Kumari Sinha, W/o Mr. arivadan Wistry & SriBasantu Rai Test Smi Farval eYI - ChEWTITEINGE
Muneshwar Prasad Sinha situated at Professor Colony Line Par Mirzapur, bearing Old Plot No. 460; New Plot No. 185; Old Khata No.: 58; New 5.| BRANCH: EGM (3041) A) 21.10.2016 Description ofInmovable Property:- The property
Khata No.: 82; Thana No.: 360 in the district of Nawada (Bihar). Butted and Bounded by: In the North:Niz Land; In the South:PCC Road; In the M/S. Maa Iron & B) % 80,84,889.00 is a vacant land, situated Mouza- Nauru, Hall Thana -
East:Property of Mahendra Paswan; In the North: Niz Land. Cement plus upto date interest Paras Bigha, Khata No-5/89, Khesra No. 2774/ A) 5.00 Lakh
Reserve Price: Rs. 63,00,000/- (Rupees Sixty Three Lakh Only). EMD: Rs.6,30,000/- (Rupees Six Lakh Thirty Thousand Only). Alc No. and other charges. ]g%g(g)dcgstT- #ehaf&abgi_b T'ge ggeg "é°-g72.dfteg B) 0,50 Lakh 31160362232
- : — .03. , Thana No. 350, Su adar Registry .50 La !
232[:(;25Name & |PATNA BORING CANAL ROAD BRANCH, Indira Bhavan, Boring Canal Road, Patna — 800001 3041008700008766 C) 31.05.2017 Distt- Jahanabad, Area 3.125 Decimal, Owner: Sri| (25.01.2022) to N/A
D) Symbolic Amitabh Kumar, S/o. Late Ramadhar Sharma, C) % 10,000/~ 11.00 AM
4. Name of the |M/s Sristhi Feeds Private Limited (Borrower) Amount due: Rs.1,02,10,544/- (Rupees One Crore Two Lakh Ten Bounded By: North: Sri Satish Kumar, South- Sri U
Borrower & Kamlesh Kumar (Guarantor) Thousand Five Hundred Forty Four Only) as on 07.07.2017 with Akhilesh Singh, East- Patna- Gaya main road (N.H-
Guarantor/s Radha Kumari (Guarantor) further interest, cost & expenses. 83), West: Doman Yadav.
Property I: Factory Land (Leasehold Rights) and‘BuiIdi_ng at Industriql Growt_h Centre‘, Gidha, Plot_ No. D-15, Survey _Plpt No. 146(P)’.147(P)’ Description of Immovable Property:- The Property is a vacant land, situated in Developing
209(P), Khata No. 451,27,185 Thana no.139, at Vill — Gidha, PS — Koilwar, Dist — Bhojpur, measuring 10000 Sq. Ft within the registration sub- Residential area of Mohalla- Adarsh Nagar and located in east side of Branch Road (Jehanabad- Pandui
district - Arrah and District - Bhojpur. Reserve Price: Rs.25,00,000 /- (Rupees Twenty Five Lakh Only) EMD: Rs.2,50,000/- (Rupees Two Lakh Road) and at about 300m away towards South from Rly Bridge & Patna Gaya Main Road (NH-83) near A) X 46.00 Lakh 31.01.2022
Fifty Thousand Only) Jehanabad Civil Court, Erki, Ward no- 27, Jehanabad. Land bearing Regd. Mort. Deed No-1174 dated | B) ¥ 4.60 Lakh [ 11.00 AM
Property Il: Plant and Machinery installed at the said Premises. Reserve Price: Rs. 7,00,000/- (Rupees Seven Lakh Only), EMD: Rs.70,000/- 21.02.2014, Plot No- 62, Khata No- 251, Thana No- 346, Mouza- Erki, PS-Anchal Nagar Parisad, Sub & | (25.01.2022) to N/A
(Rupees Seventy Thousand Only) Sadar registry & Distt- Jehanabad, Area- 11 Decimal, Owner: Smt. Krishna Mani Devi, W/o. Late C) % 50,000/ 12.00 AM
Branch name, Raza Bazaar Branch (E-CB), Maa Complex, 1st Floor, Ashiyana Digha Road, Patna Ramadhar Sharma, Bounded By: North- Sri Jitu Yadav, South- Sri Lakhan Yadav, East- Sri Jhunni ’
address & Yadav, West- Branch Road (Jahanabad- Pandui Road).
Contact No. Description of Inmovable Property:- The property is a vacant land, situated at Mauza- Babhana, | A) ¥ 8.00 Lakh 31.01.2022
5. Name of the |M/s Auto Zone (Borrower 1) Amount due: Borrower 1: Rs. 21,00,540/- (Rupees Twenty One Thana- Jehanabad, Thana No-379, Ward No-1, Khata No-186, Plot No- 232, P.S- Anchal, Nagar B) % 0.80 Lakh 12.00 AM
Borrower & M/s Auto Traders (Borrower 2) Lakh Five Hundred and Forty Only) as on 11.09.2017 with further Parishad, Sub & Sadar Registry & Distt- Jahanabad, Area- 3.90 Decimal, Vide Deed no- 2619 dated 25 01 2022) “to N/A
Guarantor/s Proprietor: Ms Lali Devi W/o Shri. Manoj Kumar interest & cost. 30.03.2012, Owner: Sri Amitabh Kumar, S/o. Late Ramadhar Sharma, Boundary:- = 01.00 PM
Borrower 2: Rs.21,00,426/- (Rupees Twenty One Lakh Four North:Nij,South:Nij ,EastSamir Kumar ,West Ramashish Singh & Awadh Singh. C) < 10,000/- .
Hundred and Twenty Six Only) as on 11.09.2017 with further 1. The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further
interest & cost. conditions:
Property: All that part and parcel of the property consisting along with building measuring an area of 1 katha land under Thana No. 20, Tauzi No. 2. The properties are being sold on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS" and "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" and "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS."
247, khata no. 20, C.S. Plot No. 44 situated at Mauza- Purandarpur, P.S. Jakkanpur, Sub & Sadar Registry Office — Patna Town & District- Patna 3. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer,
( Bihar) alon_g with structure/ super structure cpnstructed thereon in the name of Lali Devi W/o Late Manoj Kumar. Reserve Price: Rs_ 34,08,500/- but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation.
(Rupees Thirty Four Lakhs Eight Thousand Five Hundred Only). EMD: Rs. 3,40,850/- (Rupees Three Lakh Fourty Thousand and Eight hundred 4. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://www.mstcecommerce.com on on the date as
and fifty Only) mention in the table here in above.
Date & Time of E-Auction: 31.01.2022; 11:30 am to 01.30 pm 5. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer www.ibapi.in,_ www.tenders.gov.in, www.mstcecommerce.com,
For detailed terms and condition of the sale, please refer to the link provided in https://www.unionbankofindia.co.in/english/TendelViewAllAuction.aspx https://eprocure.gov.in/epublish/app
For Registration and Login and Bidding Rules visit https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhomel/ibapi/index.jsp STATUTORY 15 DAYS NOTICE UNDER THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002
Date: 12.01.2022 Date : 14.01.2022 (Authorised Officer)
Place: Patna Authorised Officer Place : Patna Punjab National Bank
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WORDLY WISE
SOCIAL SECURITY IS BASED ON THE PRINCIPLE THAT
YOU CARE ABOUT OTHER PEOPLE.

— NoAM CHOMSKY

TheIndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

THE SHORT-CUT

By asking the people of Punjab to select its CM candidate, AAP
may be passing on to them its own responsibility to decide

HE AAM AADMI Party's decision, announced by National Convenor and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal this week, to ask the people of Punjab to de-
cide its chief ministerial candidate for the upcoming Assembly elections is
double-edged. It can be read as throwing the question to the people, making
them part of decision-making in the party. That is, as a sort of referendum politics. After
all, democracies sometimes use referendums as a tool to resolve questions where there is
apolitical deadlock, or to measure exactly where people stand on an important issue. An
opening up of the often top-down and opaque decision-making approach that is used to
appoint chief ministers by several parties can only be welcome. And yet, the AAP’s move
also seems like a short-cut. By lobbing to the people a question that should be settled by
intra-party mechanisms and processes, in which the party’s own elected MLAs must play
aleadingrole, it seems like the AAP is taking the easy — and crowd-pleasing — way out.

In a parliamentary system, political parties are essential mediating institutions be-
tween the government and the people. To carry out their functions and responsibilities,
they need to institutionalise an inner life — processes and mechanisms that help them
make choices and take decisions. Moreover, in a country as large and diverse as India,
where elections can be about many and often contradicting things at the same time —
identity, governance, development, social security — political parties and elected repre-
sentatives that belong to them navigate the complexity of these needs and aspirations.
This is all the more so in a state like Punjab which has seen a change of chief minister
barely months ago, and where the choice of a CM candidate is, or it should be, the result
of a negotiation within the party, between different interests and groups. Outsourcing
that critical decision to “the people” — as the AAP seems to be doing — is a cop-out.

This is not the first time, of course, that the AAP has relied on the “referendum”. In
2013, it asked the people of Delhi whether or not to form the government with Congress
support and in 2015, it went to the people again on the demand for full statehood for
Delhi. Even at that time, the use of the instrument seemed problematic: Bothissues were
not ones where a simple “yes” or “no” sufficed, their resolution called for a more nuanced
debate. While a referendum on certain contentious issues can lend legitimacy to a gov-
ernment's decision, excessively and indiscriminately relying on “direct democracy” can
end up undermining the very institutions that make democratic governance inalarge and
diverse country sustainable.

HOLES IN SAFETY NET

Government needs to plug loopholes, minimise irregularities,
inimplementation of NREGA in times when it is most needed

VER THE PAST two years, the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee scheme (MGNREGA) has played a critical role in alleviating the
economic hardship stemming from the pandemic. Work demanded by house-
holds under the scheme has surged as non-farm employment opportunities
have fallen and as millions of migrant labourers returned to their villages. In 2020-21, the
first year of the pandemic, 11.19 crore individuals worked under the scheme, up from 7.88
crore in 2019-20. In the ongoing financial year, 9.52 crore individuals have so far benefited
from it. Onits part, the central government increased the scheme’s allocation to Rs 1.1 lakh
crore in 2020-21 to meet the surging demand. In the ongoing financial year, apart from the
budgetary allocation of Rs 73,000 crore, additional allocations have been made recently. It
is thus a matter of concern that in such times, discrepancies have come to light in the man-
ner in which the scheme is being implemented in the state of Jharkhand. They raise trou-
bling questions and point to loopholes that the administration needs to urgently look into.

As reported in this paper, the social audit unit (SAU) of the Rural Development
Department of Jharkhand has documented several instances of irregularities. In many
cases, the audit found that workers were listed on the records but were missing from
work sites. Instances where beneficiaries have struck deals with contractors allowing
them to use their names on muster rolls in exchange for a cut, or of contractors employ-
ing contract labour instead of local work-seekers, have also come to light. The audit found
“delay (in) payment, no attendance entered in muster roll at worksite, no material sup-
ply despite payment made to vendor, wage payment done without work” and “work not
found on ground despite shown completed”. Considering that the audit was not limited
to a few work sites — it was conducted in roughly a fourth of the state’s panchayats —
these findings, and the questions they raise, cannot be easily dismissed.

As welfare programmes in India have tended to be marred by leakages, by problems
of inclusion and exclusion, such audits serve a valuable purpose in identifying the gaps
in the social security architecture, and providing the direction to strengthen systems and
processes. Coming at a time when the employment guarantee scheme is playing a key role
in lessening the distress amongst the informal labour force — the state’s chief minister,
Hemant Soren, has called it a “saviour” during the pandemic — all efforts should be made
to ensure that such irregularities are minimised.

BROTHERHOOD

The internet brings together Sikka and Sadiq Khan, brothers
separated during Partition. Can their countries do better?

OO MANY PARTITION stories are about the defeat of human ties by the power
and whimsy of an invisible line drawn on a map. The story of Sikka Khan and
Sadiq Khan, two brothers separated in 1947, is no different. In the chaos un-
leashed by Partition, Sikka and the boys’ mother were left on this side of Punjab;
Sadiq and their father in the new nation of Pakistan. It wasn’t geography that forced them
apart, but history. In these years, Sikka’s mother, crazed by the grief of losing her family, took
her own life. He was brought up by his grandparents in Phulewal village, which still re-
members with pride that it had protected all its Muslim families during the insanity of
Partition. The boy’s letters to his brother, sent to a wrong address, remained unanswered.

Finding the right address took 74 years — and the magic of the internet. It's hard to
remember today, when it has been so completely hijacked by hate and partisanship, but
the worldwide web was once envisioned as a space where borders would become irrel-
evant. And so, when a YouTuber in Pakistan, whose stories on Partition have a substan-
tial following on either side of Punjab, heard of the brothers’ tale, he used his platform to
broadcast Sadiq’s appeal: He was sure his brother was alive. Could someone help them
meet? The internet obliged, and the brothers first met — on a screen, over a video call. It
took two more years, and several negotiations with the bureaucracy of nation-states, for
them to finally see each other. Earlier this week, the two brothers met and embraced —
even if for an achingly short time — at Gurudwara Kartarpur Sahib.

The journey of their respective nations — in many ways siblings too — appears to take
them further and further away from togetherness. But even if realpolitik does not agree,
India and Pakistan can do better. They must make an exception for Sikka and Sadiq and
allow them to visit each other. For once, let brotherhood triumph over the intoxication

of nationalism.

A sign of unfreezing

Is Siachen on India-Pakistan agenda once again?
That would be welcome

SHYAM SARAN

IN HIS PRESS conference on January 12, on
the eve of Army Day, the Indian Army Chief,
General Naravane, reportedly made an in-
triguing reference to the possibility of “de-
militarisation of the glacial region” in Siachen.
He is said to have reiterated that Pakistan
would have to first authenticate respective
troop positions along the 110-km long actual
ground position line (AGPL) in the Siachen-
Saltoro Ridge region for any talks on demili-
tarisation to take place.

The army chief's remarks are significant
because, in the past few years, relations with
Pakistan have deteriorated. Any talk of Indian
forces stepping back from any positions that
they currently hold has been considered de-
featist, even anti-national. Even though the
army chief’s reference to demilitarisation is
conditional to the AGPL being formally ac-
knowledged, itis a departure from the uncom-
promising position that has been current in
the recent past.

During the period whenIserved asIndia’s
Foreign Secretary (2004-6), India and Pakistan
were engaged in what was then known as a
Composite Dialogue, the agenda for which
contained eight items. These were: Jammu
and Kashmir, Confidence Building Measures,
Wallar Barrage/Tulbul navigation, Promotion
of Friendly Exchanges, Siachen, Sir Creek,
Terrorism and Drug Trafficking, and Economic
and Commercial Cooperation. During this pe-
riod, the two sides also agreed that there were
twoissues on which early agreement was pos-
sible. These were Siachen and Sir Creek re-
spectively. There were more focused negotia-
tions launched at the foreign secretary-level
to try and resolve these two outstanding is-
sues at an early date.

Itis true that the AGPL delineation had
been a major sticking point in reaching an
agreement on Siachen. However, this matter
had beenresolved between the two sides, first
during bilateral defence secretary-level talks
in 1992 and then subsequently in foreign sec-
retary-level talks in 2006. These agreements
could not be formalised and implemented due
to political reasons.

Since this is a contentious issue it may be
worthwhile to dwell on its historical back-
ground. India and Pakistan signed a Ceasefire

The army chief’s remarks are
significant because, in the
past few years, relations with
Pakistan have deteriorated.
Any talk of Indian forces
stepping back from any
positions that they currently
hold has been considered
defeatist, even anti-national.
Even though the army chief’s
reference to demilitarisation
is conditional to the AGPL
being formally
acknowledged, itis a
departure from the
uncompromising position
that has been current in the
recent past.

Agreement in 1949 after their first armed con-
flict over Jammu and Kashmir soon after their
independence in 1947. The ceasefire line was
drawn up to a point known as NJ 9842 on the
map. Beyond this, the agreement stated, the
line would run “north to the glaciers” leaving
anun-demarcated zone right up to the border
with China. This formulation was repeated in
the agreement on the Line of Control in 1972,
which followed the Simla Agreement of 1971
in the aftermath of the Bangladesh War. This
was an act of omission on our part because by
this time we had a boundary dispute with
China which involved eastern Ladakh, where
currently there is a continuing stand-off be-
tween the two sides. The Siachen-Saltoro gla-
cier areais literally sandwiched between a hos-
tile Pakistan to the west and an equally hostile
China to the east. It would have mitigated the
security threat if the line beyond NJ 9842 had
also been demarcated on mapsin 1972.

It was in the later years of the 1970s that
the India side picked up activities by Pakistan
in the Siachen area, such as sponsoring inter-
national mountaineering expeditions. This
would have implied that Pakistan had jurisdic-
tion over this territory. This was also the time
when official US maps began to show the LoC
as extending right up to the Karakoram Pass
ontheIndia-China boundary, which would, in
effect,imply that the Siachen glacier fell under
the actual jurisdiction of Pakistan. The Chinese
followed suit. As a result, roughly 2,300 sq km
of territory in this glacier zone came to be
shownas under Pakistani control. In response
to this encroachment, the Indian Army
launched what came to be known as
Operation Meghdoot, in 1984, to occupy the
Siachen-Saltoro ridge. Pakistani attempts to
dislodge the Indian troops from the heights did
not succeed though they did occupy and fortify
the lower reaches on their side.

During a meeting between the then Indian
Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, and the then
Pakistani Prime Minister, Benazir Bhutto, in
December 1988, it was agreed that the two
sides would hold talks to resolve the Siachen
issue through mutual troop withdrawal.
However, there was no final outcome because
Pakistan did not agree to map the actual
ground positions of the two armed forces from

where they would withdraw. The Indian side
insisted on this to make any future intrusion
by the Pakistani side into the zone of disen-
gagement a clear violation.

A further effort was made at bilateral de-
fence secretaries-level talks under the
Narasimha Rao government. An agreement
in principle was reached in 1992, when
Pakistan reportedly agreed to the Indian pro-
posal torecord the respective locations of the
forces of the two sides and the points towhich
they would withdraw. Joining the existing
troop locations would have yielded the Actual
Ground Position Line (AGPL). Even though
agreement had beenreached, PM Narasimha
Rao took a decision to defer its actual signing
to alater date but then this did not happen.

In 2006, we had the draft agreement of
1992 available as a reference point and this
enabled a draft agreement to be reached in
the foreign secretary-level negotiations. It was
agreed that there would be a formal agree-
ment on mutual but phased withdrawal and
joint monitoring of the demilitarised zone.
There would be anannex which would record
the current locations of the forces deployed
by the two sides and the locations to which
they would withdraw. There would be a
schedule of withdrawals in different phases.
Theideawas that less risky areas would be va-
cated first and the more sensitive areas later.
The agreement and the annex would have the
same legal validity and this would be explic-
itly declared in the agreement itself. The pro-
posed agreement ran into opposition as had
the 1992 version and the initiative was then
dropped. I believe that the agreement would
have been a positive gain for India and dimin-
ished the challenge of confronting threats on
both flanks of a most strategically sensitive
area. Perhaps there is a rethink on this issue
and |, for one, would welcome it.

I have been to Siachen on some of the bor-
derinfrastructure surveys I undertook during
my time in government. It is a most inhos-
pitable theatre and the extraordinary human
and material costs it imposes on our troops
would justify a review.

The writer is former foreign secretary and
senior fellow CPR
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Aswomen stride into the combat corps, they may need to combat attitudinal hurdles

FORCE

SUNANDA MEHTA

THE FIRST BATCH of women officers was in-
ducted into the Indian Army in non-medical
roles via the Short Service Commission in
1992. It has taken 30 years for that tentative
step to translate into a firm foothold and give
the women of this country their rightful place
in the defence services of India.

Last year, the Supreme Court threw open
the hallowed portals of the National Defence
Academy for women to compete for the seats
and subsequent permanent commission in
the Indian army in any corps they desire, in-
cluding the combat ones. Something to truly
celebrate on January 15, Army Day;, this year.
The move promises to change the composi-
tion of this arm of the defence force not just
quantitatively, but also qualitatively — both
dire requirements of the force at present.

The number of women officers in the force
has remained dismally low all these three
decades. This is despite women being in-
ducted as permanent commissioned officers
in the legal and education corps since 2008
and as permanent commissioned officers in
eight more non-combative corps in 2020: As
recent as 2020, women officers in the Indian
army (excluding the medical corps) num-
bered justabout three per cent. Compare this
to 16 per cent in the US, 15 per cent in France
and 10 per cent in both Russia and the UK.
Hopefully, the SCorder would turn outtobea
game-changer.

For starters this may effectively address
the long-standing shortage of officers in the

The number of women
officers in the force has
remained dismally low all
these three decades. This is
despite women being
inducted as permanent
commissioned officers in the
legal and education corps
since 2008 and as permanent
commissioned officers in
eight more non-combative
corps in 2020.

Indianarmy in general. Inresponse to a ques-
tionin Rajya Sabha a month ago, the Minister
of State for Defence said the Army has a short-
age of 7476 officers. One of the reasons for the
shortage is a fall in the number of capable
youngsters opting for the career. Unlike be-
fore, when sons of defence officers tended to
opt for the services, the last few decades have
seen them gravitating towards careers in the
corporate world.

But now with the daughters offered a per-
manent commission in the Army, especially
in the combat corps, there is every possibility
of them looking at this as a more challenging
and fulfilling career. This could also bring back
to the Army the legacy it always boasted of —
families with generations enlisted into the
armed forces. That it would be the daughters
carrying forward this torch may also help con-
front the chauvinism, often misspelt as
chivalry, thatindisputably exists in the Army.

Afewyearsago, linterviewed a high-rank-
ing officer who not just candidly displayed his
misgivings about women joining the Army in
combat roles. He also admitted he had once
deliberately manoeuvred a situation whereby
amale officer and a female officer did not have
tospend anight atabase camp by themselves
due to the breakdown of their vehicle. It did
not matter to him that when the lady officer
learnt of this later, she took strong objection
tothe manipulation as it reflected the senior’s
lackof trustin her. He attributed it to the ethos
he had been used to in the Army.

When in February 2020, the Supreme
Court decreed that women officers should
get command positions on par with male
officers, it also effectively dismissed the
military’s earlier objection that it would
lead to “operational, practical and cultural
problems”. The SC went on to say that
denying women commands based on the
above argument was discriminatory and
reinforced stereotypes.

Nevertheless, the reality is that as women
getready to stride into the combat corps, they
may need to combat attitudinal hurdles.

Aray of light here though comes from the
words of the Army chief. General M M
Naravane, on reviewing the army parade at
NDA recently, hailed the decision as a major
step towards gender equality in the army. He
also quipped that he expected the girl candi-
dates to outshine the boys. His final words at
the parade: “At least 40 years down the line,
they will be standing where [ am standing.”

While none of us are sure whether we
would be around 40 years from now, I, as an
inveterate army kid, am quite happy to see
the NDA passing-out parade just four years
down the line with a bunch of combat-ready
lady cadets standing alongside the gentle-
men cadets, with a sparkle in their eyes,
spring in their steps and well-earned pips on
their shoulders.

Mehtais the author of The Extraordinary Life
and Death of Sunanda Pushkar

JANUARY 15,1982,

FORrRTY YEARS AGO

20 POINT PROGRAMME

THE PM HAS announced a recast and rede-
fined 20-point programme. It has been dove-
tailed into an overall programme of devel-
opment. Mrs Gandhi shared the details of the
programme while marking two years in of-
fice since her return to power. The revision
of the programme was necessary because of
the accomplishment of some of its targets
and new challenges. She reminded people
how she had cautioned them not to expect
miracles when she had first announced the
programme in 1975.Then, as now, there was
only one magic that could remove poverty
— hard work backed by a clear sense of pur-
pose. She told the nation to adopt the motto,

“Satyamev jayate (truth will be victorious)”.
To which she added, “Shramev jayate”.

MARUTI DEAL

THE DECISION OF Maruti Udyog to not insist
onabuy-back clause for a foreign tie-up forits
car project has resulted in more offers from
foreign manufacturers. When Maruti was na-
tionalised, the government had announced
that any foreign collaboration for know-how
had to be conditional on the company buy-
ingbackatleast 50 per cent of the cars. When
the tie-up with Renault was announced last
year, it was expected that pickup vans would
be exported. But the price announced by the

company was lower than what Maruti would
spend on imported components.

THATCHER FOUND

THE BRITISH PRIME Minister’s son, Mark
Thatcher and his co-driver and mechanic,
lost for seven days in southern Algeria during
a car rally, have been found safe and sound.

MAKAR SANKRANTI

AN ESTIMATED 5 million people bathed at the
Holy Sangam on Makar Sankranti. They in-
cluded saffron robbed sanyasis, bairagis and
naga sadhus.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Putin’s real concern isn't the placement of NATO weapons on his country’s
borders but the very existence of a sovereign Ukrainian democracy.”

—THENEW YORK TIMES

Spreading the words

Since the 1980s, ‘innovation’ and ‘narrative’ have become keywords that mark a new culture of teaching and
research. There’s no longer any need to cultivate the patience to make sense of things

KRrisuNA KUMAR

SOMETIME DURING THE mid-1980s, two
nouns silently rolled into India’s academic
world. They were potent agents of change.
Over the years, they ushered the nation into
postmodern ways of talking, Inits homes and
hearts, the country at that time was still
struggling to deal with the demands of
modernity.

The two nouns are “innovation” and “nar-
rative”. Administrators and teachers took
their time to learn how to insert these nouns
into the grammar of everyday parlance.
Politicians and company heads investing in
education were quicker. Journalists noticed
the change and performed their expected
role of spreading the word(s). The
Programme of Action (1992) awakened and
exhorted ageing vice-chancellors to recog-
nise how important a role “innovation” was
going to play in the impending dawn of the
new century. Syllabi had to be revamped to
make them capable of inspiring the innova-
tive spirit of youth whose imagination had
beensstifled by nursery teachers. Universities
took up the challenge of repairing what had
been damaged during thoughtlessly playful
kindergarten years. A fresh narrative of edu-
cational reform was born.

A few years ago, | met a young man who
had designed a five-day training module to
instil the spirit of innovation among school
teachers. Awhole range of VIPs had endorsed
this effective module. When I met its maker,
the remarkable module had already been ad-
ministered to nearly half a million teachers,
turning them around from their fixed peda-
gogic ways. Among the teachers he had
trained, a few dozen had been selected for
recognition as leaders. State governments
were vying with each other to arrange the
five-day jab of innovation among their list-
less teachers.

According to arecent report in this news-
paper, an American innovator had attracted
arecord number of big investors ina new de-
vice capable of detecting a wide gamut of po-
tential illnesses from a few drops of blood.
The device radically cut down the price and
hassle of a standard blood test. This disrup-
tive health-tech device ruled the American
market for several years before being re-
vealed to be a fraud.

The success of that project helps us fig-
ure out the intimate relationship between
“innovation” and “narrative”. Both achieved
the status of keywords. Together, they
marked the arrival of a new culture.
However, one was more important than the
other. While narrative carried sustained
weight, in the final analysis it was sub-
servient to its verbal mate, innovation. That
is where the new goal of teaching and re-
search lay — in sculpting a mind that could
habitually innovate in any sphere of choice,
including the art of creating a narrative.

Innovation thus became the supreme
purpose of the humble teacher’s labours.
Universities set up cluster resource centres
where exam-weary youngsters might seek

refuge to assemble a new device or invent a
solution for an old nagging problem. The
mission to carve out such a space in schools
had to wait for a little while, but now that
wait is over. Entrepreneurship has finally be-
come a “subject” and teachers have been
trained to handle it effectively. Their focus is
on nurturing young adults who do not han-
ker after a job; instead, they create employ-
ment for others. The innovation resides in
the narrative.

Older educational theory was vaguely
aware of the importance of “innovation”. The
origins of vagueness were many, but the
main reason was grammatical. Innovation
was stuck in a mesh of similar ideas whose
ancestry had enjoyed respect for along time
in the history of science and the arts. Verbs
like “create” and “invent”,and nouns like “in-
quiry” and “pursuit” had formed a nebulous
whole. The construct had dominated educa-
tional philosophy and pedagogy for far too
long. This old tradition did not permit “inno-
vation” to come into itself, or become a goal
on its own. Teachers had to cultivate young
minds in a slow, affectionate fog of daily at-
tendance. The ability to do something differ-
ently germinated in a few at the end, but it
could not be predicted, let alone tested with
the help of a few drops of saliva. It is when
“innovation” became an independent goal
that the new educational era began. From
then onwards, the teacher did not have to
worry about general development. The nar-
rative of specified goals would subdue old
anxieties like all-round growth. The teacher
could now sit back and plan her lesson just-
in-time using an app procured from the ped-
agogy market.

Innovation, thus, became the
supreme purpose of the
humble teacher’s labours.
Universities set up cluster
resource centres where exam-
weary youngsters might seek
refuge to assemble a new
device or invent a solution
for an old nagging problem.
The mission to carve out
such a space in schools had
to wait for a little while, but
now that wait is over.
Entrepreneurship has finally
become a ‘subject’ and
teachers have been trained to
handle it effectively. Their
focus is on nurturing young
adults who do not hanker
after a job; instead, they
create employment for
others. The innovation
resides in the narrative.

CR Sasikumar

What began with words has gradually
become reality. A mid-1980s adviser once il-
lustrated the future by flashing a small pill
tucked into his palm. A time will shortly
come, he said, when you could drop a pill like
thisinto adirty stagnant pond, and watch its
water turn blue and clean enough to drink.
Those words carried force. Everyone present
became aware that clean water need no
longer pose a systemic challenge.

A well-honed capacity to innovate tops
thelist of “21st century skills” to be taught in
institutions of higher learning. This title also
dates from the mid-1980s. Apparently, there
was something magic in the air of that pe-
riod. Capturing the narrative became a po-
litical art. Education is usually a slow sector
to respond to pressures, but now it seems
ready. Speed and volume of research produc-
tionis a key booster of a university’s place in
ranking lists. Old-style courses that allowed
leisure to think are no longer required.

Some rare advice to re-think came a few
years ago from a book titled Slow Professor by
Maggie Berg and Barbara K Seeber. Although
there is little evidence that it has made any-
one look carefully at the reality students face,
the book makes its diagnosis amply clear.
Perhaps we need not worry about the book’s
impact since the evidence is everywhere. It
lies in the speed at which innovations are
claimed in research papers produced and
published overnight. Education has gone
through a transformation in that there’s no
longer any need to cultivate the patience to
make sense of things.

The writer is a former director of NCERT. His
latest book is Smaller Citizens
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The Indo-Pacific opportunity

India must have a clear economic and trade agenda in this vital region

RAJIV BHATIA

“YESTERDAY IS A foreign country — tomor-
row belongs to us,” stated Thabo Mbeki, for-
mer president of South Africa, in 1998. Never
was this truer than for 2020 and 2021, which
experienced globally transformational
events. And nowhere more than in the
geopolitics of the Indo-Pacific, which is
changing at multiple gears and levels. As it
moves into 2022, the region will carry the im-
print of the past five years, and will have to
chart a course through inter-state tensions
and crises, using both diplomacy and mili-
tary preparedness.

The region is central to world economy
and peace, and nine countries are key play-
ers: the US, China, Japan, India, Germany, the
UK, Russia, Australia and France. The geopol-
itics and geo-economics of the Indo-Pacific
will be largely shaped by the interplay of re-
lations among these nations.

Of paramount importance is the US-China
equation. As the Trump era ended last
January, there was uncertainty over whether
the next president would be tough or soft on
China. President Joe Biden has demonstrated,
in his first year, his formula of firmness, re-
silience and civil discourse. Expect this rela-
tionship to be marked by continually adver-
sarial, competitive and cooperative traits.

Differences over Beijing’s south/east
China policy, aggressive postures towards
Taiwan, human rights violations in Xinjiang,
the subjugation of Hong Kong's citizenry and
assertive economic outreach in the Indo-
Pacific — these will weigh heavily on US-
Chinarelations. Through its active diplomacy

— a series of high official visits starting with
Vice-president Kamala Harris — and reaffirm-
ing commitments to treaty allies and part-
ners alike, the US signalled it is here to stay.
However, it wants the full engagement of its
friends to create integrated deterrence and
will keep the doors of dialogue open to
Beijing. In contrast, Chinese President Xi
Jinping, armed with unprecedented author-
ity athome, has been confrontational, as seen
in China’s repeated incursions into Taiwan's
air defence zone and the PLA’s obduracy in
eastern Ladakh.

In this standoff, the role of new groupings
and individual nations is significant.
Foremost are the Quad, a strategic partner-
ship between the US, India, Japan and
Australia and the militaristic AUKUS
(Australia, UK, US). Together, they have ar-
rested the perception of China’s regional as-
cendency. In 2022, the effort to curb China’s
influence can gain further momentum if
Japan under prime minister Kishida Fumio
announces a bold National Security Strategy
(NSS), doublesiits defence budget and makes
a serious effort to amend Article 9 (which
limits the use of its defence forces), thereby
expanding military cooperation with the US.
Meanwhile, India and Australia are on track
to deepen ties, not only bilaterally but also
with the other two Quad powers. The next
Quad summit, probably hosted by Japan, will
cement the grouping.

Two regional groupings — the EU and
ASEAN — can determine how they situate
themselves in the Quad-China interaction.

The EU’s Indo-Pacific strategy, announced last
September, aims at increasing its economic
and security profile in, and linkages with, the
region. The new government in Germany and
the April 2022 presidential elections in France
will shape the EU’s policy towards this dis-
tantregion. Only by being more strategic and
less mercantilist, more candid and assertive
with China, and more cooperative with part-
ners such as India, can the EU — and its for-
mer member the UK — hope to become vital
players in the Indo-Pacific.

ASEAN, located in the middle of the Indo-
Pacific waters, faces the heat of China’s ag-
gression and the sharpening great power ri-
valry. Its unity is under stress and its centrality
is under question. This group has the most
work to do. It must enhance its realism and
shed its tendency of wishing away problems.
Some plain-speaking by the Quad powers
with ASEAN governments is necessary; an
opportunity will be available when President
Biden holds an in-person summit with the
10 ASEAN leaders soon.

The outcome of three major summits in
2022 — G7,BRICS, G20 — will also impact the
politics and diplomacy of the region.
Germany, as host of the G7 this year, will need
to assess if the G7’s 2021 “Build Back Better
World” pledge has made any headway in
Asia. It now has to cope with not one but two
adversaries: China and Russia. All eyes will
be on whether Prime Minister Narendra
Modi attends the 14th BRICS summit, to be
hosted in China. It's an unlikely prospect un-
less Beijing shows sufficient accommodation

to end the impasse in Ladakh. The G20 sum-
mit, to be hosted by Indonesia, will reveal
whether the depth of Indonesian diplomacy
and capabilities of president Joko Widodo
make him a star statesman.

Where, then, does India stand in these
swirling Indo-Pacific waters? India has three
key obligations. First, to strengthen the Quad
- especially by ensuring that the grouping ful-
fils its commitment to deliver at least one bil-
lion vaccine doses to Indo-Pacific nations by
December 2022. Simultaneously, India must
protect its established relationship with
Russia, and show some resilience in dialogue
with Beijing. Second, it must enhance coop-
eration with key Southeast Asian partners —
Indonesia, Vietnam, Philippines and Thailand
— while humouring ASEAN as a grouping.
Third, the eastern and southern planks of
Africaand the Indian Oceanisland states need
continued high policy attention and financial
resources. A clear economic and trade
agenda, involving and incentivising corpo-
rate India to follow the flag in this vital region,
is certain to yield long-term dividends.

India has done well by fulfilling its hu-
manitarian duties during the pandemic.
Learning how to convert them smartly into
economic and strategic opportunities in its
periphery is the focused task for the nation
in 2022.

The writer is distinguished fellow, Gateway
House and a former ambassador with
extensive diplomatic experience in the Indo-
Pacificregion
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Legal guarantee for MSP provides security to
farmers againstrisks of farming, and is essential to
make a farm viable

M S SRIRAM

THERE HAS BEEN significant writing
about the dangers of providing a legal
sanctity to the Minimum Support Price
(MSP), including in this newspaper by
Ashok Gulati (‘The fallacy of MSP’, January
4). The broad strands of argument are:
One, providing MSP does not allow the
market to discover the prices; if market
cleared prices are less than MSP, then the
only buyer would be the government; this
would render the government bankrupt.
Two, markets are wonderful; if they have
any distortions, the way to negotiate it is
through Farmer Producer Organisations
(FPOs) — as demonstrated by Amul. Three,
a better way to address the possible in-
come gap is to give an income support-
based direct benefit transfer (DBT).

There are other arguments, but let us
address these issues first. How do we de-
fine markets? What are the boundaries?
Through tariffs and other measures, we
have built a national barrier on markets,
where gates are opened on the basis of
strategic intent. If we were to open our
borders for free movement of grains from
elsewhere, we may even argue for unlock-
ing agricultural land for more lucrative
purposes without worrying about food
self-sufficiency, buffer stocking and do-
mestic food safety. We are not going there.
We may have to accept a national food
safety for at least the essential foodgrains
and pulses.

Let us look at what the minimum sup-
port price does in terms of signalling, and
when provided as a legal guarantee.

If we were to look at farming, we re-
alise that this exposes itself to dispropor-
tionate risks. First, there is no stop-loss
mechanism after sowing the seed, except
for destroying the crop for the season. The
farmer’s hands are tied and she is locked
into a given crop once the germination
happens all the way till the harvest. This
enterprise not only has the usual business
risks but also has the enhanced risk of the
force majeure elements that destroy the
enterprise — a sudden hail storm, drought,
unseasonal showers, a pest attack, a lo-
cust attack — there are too many things
that the farmer cannot control. These en-
trepreneur-farmers are operating with-
out a limited liability clause — with no
downside protection. Therefore, an MSP
provides a powerful signal to the farmer
to exercise the choice of sowing a partic-
ular crop because the farmer can back-cal-
culate the expected margin. On the other
hand, we can stretch the market argu-
ment to the limit, we can argue that we
do not even need a token MSP. Farmers
can enter into a contract in the futures
market. But we are looking at people who
operate on the margins, on the farms and
not people who want to mix up their lives
with speculative trade on the screen. If

MSP is a signal that helps the farmer to
choose a crop, then it must remain a
choice at the harvest time as well. If not,
then the price is a token announcement.
Therefore, a legal guarantee is in order.

Note that the M in MSP stands for min-
imum - the bare essential to make the
farmviable. Clearly if the wonderful mar-
kets clear this price, then both the sig-
nalling and legal guarantee are irrelevant.
The significance of MSP is only when the
markets do not clear the price. In such a
situation, the farmer gets a return less
than the MSP and by this argument we are
escorting the farm fraternity towards
bankruptcy. A legal guarantee is, there-
fore, needed. The ability of the state to ad-
dress the issue is greater than that of an
individual marginal farmer.

The argument that the state will have
to procure all the floating stock in the
market and may become bankrupt is fal-
lacious. The intervention of the state in
the markets usually covers information
asymmetry, arbitrage and cools the mar-
kets when they get overheated. Anybody
who looks at the intervention of the cen-
tral bank in the forex markets would
know the importance of market inter-
vention operations. In the case of agri-
culture, the issue is more than just
volatility management.

While the income support scheme is
an interesting instrument and is crop ag-
nostic, it does not address the issue of vi-
ability of the farming operations. There is
no doubt that we need to make farming
viable. Itis important to address the prices
of each crop as a strategic signalling mech-
anism: For crops that would be encour-
aged and those that would be discour-
aged. It may be a good idea to declare a
low MSP upfront that is legally guaran-
teed so that the farmers are encouraged
to move to an alternate crop. This would
need imaginative decentralised thinking
because these have regional implications.
If these have regional implications, then
naturally restrictions on free movement
would also be in order.

We need to modernise the markets
and storage and processing facilities.
There is no point in conflating moderni-
sation with liberalisation.

The question of how Amul and dairy-
ing in India succeeded also needs interro-
gation and elaboration. While the Amul
model recognised the inherent power of
markets, it took about five decades to
make the system competitive — the in-
vestments were made in breed improve-
ment, free veterinary services, better cat-
tle feed, capital subsidy for processing
plants, and return-free capital as invest-
ments. The nature of subsidies was smart
and innovative. If we need to take Indian
agriculture on the path of Amul, we need
to start making those investments now.
As a trivia, dairying was the last bit to be
liberalised, and it enjoyed protection even
when we opened up in 1991. So let us use
the MSP framework smartly on diversi-
fied crops, on a decentralised basis while
we develop the markets. A legal guarantee
will only assure the farmers that they will
not be bankrupted.

The writer is with the Centre for Public
Policy, IIM, Bangalore

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

NEW LOW

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘6 CMs, 1
conspiracy’ (IE, January 14). The shrill
cries of the six BJP chief ministers against
the Punjab government represent a new
low in Indian politics. Parties are very
confrontational and don’t lose any op-
portunity toabuse and insult opponents.
This charged atmosphere provides a fer-
tile ground for violence, and in a sensi-
tive state like Punjab, is deeply worrying.
Unsurprisingly, even the Supreme
Court’s advice to show restraint has gone
largely unheeded. While this issue may
come to a close soon, the portents are a
matter of grave concern.

Hemant Contractor, Pune

POISON OF HATE

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘A social line
of control’ (IE, January 14).Itis unfortu-
nate but not surprising that hatred for
Muslims, tacitly supported by the gov-
ernment, has become a central tenet of
public discourse. Along with an ever-
shrinking space for dissent, the othering
of minorities, through formal and infor-
mal means, has solidified. But perhaps
the most dangerous aspect of this insti-
tutionalised hatred is the enthusiastic
participation of ordinary citizens.
Indeed governments may come and go,
but the poison of hate once unleashed
is difficult to hold back.

Ila Railkar, Mumbai

CASTEIN UP

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Twist in
UP Plot’ (IE, January 13). Regional par-
ties in Uttar Pradesh have been thriving
on caste politics. The BJP too knows that
getting the caste permutations and
combinations right is imperative for it
to come back to power. However, the
exit of Swami Prasad Maurya from the
BJP and as a consequence, the OBC vote
bank, is bound to bring the saffron
party’s think tank back to the drawing
board. It is not just the development
plank that can see the ruling regime
through. Social engineering is no less
important. Many more twists and turns,
with leaders crossing over, are expected
in the run-up to UP elections.

Vijai Pant, Hempur

JUST A STORY?

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Salil’s
Story’ (IE, January 13). Salil Tripathi’s
story is symbolic of the distress and
misery caused to a large section of our
population due to the pandemic.
Illness, hospitalisation, job losses,
deaths — all this and more were born
stoically by Covid-affected families.
Unfortunately, as always, Salil’s story
makes for some catchy headlines, but
whether it will usher any transforma-
tionin the informal sector of our econ-
omy is anybody’s guess.

Kamna Chhabra, Gurgaon
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New regulations
for conversion

of agri land use
notified in J&K

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JANUARY 14

J&K GOVERNMENT'S Board of
Revenue on Friday notified regu-
lations for conversion of agricul-
tural land for non-agricultural
purposes. Under these regula-
tions, powers have been dele-
gated to the District Collector to
grant permission for land up to
“12 and a half standard acres
against a fee of 5 per cent of the
market value of the land notified
under the Stamps Act”.

The time period for grant of
permission will be 30 days, sub-
ject to addressing all deficiencies
in the application.

The regulations were ap-
proved by the JRK Administrative
Council headed by LG Manoj
Sinha on December 16 last year.
“These regulations were necessi-
tated after the legislative changes
intheland revenue Act post-reor-
ganisation of the erstwhile state,”
the government said.

In October 2020, the Ministry
of Home Affairs, through an or-
der, introduced key amend-
ments to four major laws that
governed ownership, sale and
purchase of land in the erstwhile
state, including the J&K Land
Revenue Act, 1996.

Under the J&K Agricultural
Land (Conversion of Non-
Agriculture Purposes)
Regulations, 2022, issued on

Friday, the Board of Revenue pro-
vides rules for conversion of land
use in the Union Territory.
Therefore, either with permission
from a District Collector or
through payment of conversion
fee, agricultural land can be re-
purposed for non-agricultural use.

Under the J&K Land Revenue
Act, 1996, “no land used for agri-
culture purposes shall be used for
any non-agricultural purposes
except with the permission of the
District Collector”. However, sub-
section 2 of Section 113-A of the
Land Revenue Act said that an
owner or occupant who wished
to put his agricultural land to
non-agricultural uses as pro-
vided in the regional plan, devel-
opment plan or master plan as
the case may be, “shall do so it af-
ter payment of conversion
charges as prescribed by the
Board from time to time”.

The regulation states that an
application for change of land use
can be filed with the District
Collector, along with revenue ex-
tracts, copy of sale deeds, key lo-
cation plan, letter of intent from
concerned agency and an ap-
proval from concerned authority
that would regulate the “activity
for which the change of land use
has been sought”.

The application would then be
forwarded to the Revenue field
agencies for verification of records.
After this, it would go to the
District Level Committee.

Desire for peace borne out
of strength, should not be
mistaken, says Army Chief

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

THE INDIAN Army’s desire for
peace is derived from its “inher-
ent strength” and should “not be
mistaken” otherwise, Army Chief
General MM Naravane said on the
eve of Army Day, underscoring
that the force was prepared to
counter any attempts to change
the status quo along the country’s
borders.

“We stand firm to counter any
attempt to unilaterally change the
status quo along our border,” he
said on Friday, against the back-
drop of an ongoing standoff with
China along the LAC. “Our desire
for peace and tranquility is borne
out of our inherent strength, it
should not be mistaken other-
wise,” he said.

The armies of India and China
have been locked in a military
standoff along the LAC since May
2020. The two sides have held 14
rounds of military-level talks to,
with the latest held this
Wednesday, to resolve the issue.

General
MM
Naravane

Naravane said that the Army
has “instituted additional safe-
guard to prevent any further at-
temptat military brinksmanship”
and “we believe that differences
in perceptions and disputes are
best resolved through established
norms, based on the principle of
equal and mutual security”.

The talks between India and
China have so far resulted in dis-
engagement at Galwan Valley, the
north and south banks of the
Pangong lake and in the Gogra
area. Progress is yet to be made in
Hot Springs, Depsang Plains and
Demchok along the LAC.

General Naravane said safe-
guards to counter state-sponsored
terrorism too have been strength-
ened -- both along the “borders
and the hinterland”.

MORE THAN 700 STAFF TEST POSITIVE

Covid shadow on Parliament’s Budget session

Under pandemic
cloud, 24k people to
attend R-Day parade
with protocols

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

ASINDIA grapples with the third
wave of the Covid-19 pandemic,
propelled by the highly trans-
missible Omicron variant, the
government is gearing to con-
vene the Budget Session of
Parliament this month-end with
strict social distancing and other
protocols in place.

Accepting the government's
proposal, President Ram Nath
Kovind Friday evening sum-
moned Parliament from January
31. The session will conclude on
April 8 with a month-long break
in between.

The first half of the session
will conclude on February 11 af-
ter the customary President’s ad-
dress to the joint sitting of the
two Houses on the opening day,
tabling of the Economic Survey,
presentation of the Budget on
February 1 and discussion on the
President’s address. The second
half of the session will com-
mence on March 14 and end on
April 8.

The Budget session will take
place amid indications that the
third wave is still to peak. But the
government is hard pressed as
presentation of the Annual
Financial Statement, popularly
known as the Budget, is a consti-
tutional requirement which can-
not be done away with.

What is a serious concern
though is the fact that a large
number of Parliamentary staff -
-over 700 until Thursday -- have
tested positive since January 4.

According to sources, 718
people in the Parliament com-
plex have tested positive so far.
“These include 204 people in the
Rajya Sabha Secretariat. Rest of
the cases were reported from the
Lok Sabha Secretariat and allied
services,” sources said. Most of
those who tested positive are
said to be asymptomatic.

If the cases don’t ebb, sources

Rehearsals are underway for the Republic Day parade in New Delhi. AmitMehra

For safe
@ passage

EXPLAINED

PARLIAMENT IS being
convened at a time when
there’s a surge in Covid
cases. Safety protocols
will require distancing,
repeated tests, perhaps
staggered schedules to
keep the Budget session
going. The 2020 mon-
soon session stringent
protocols may be revis-
ited to ensure safe con-
duct of proceedings.

said the Budget session could
witness restrictions as was seen
during the monsoon session of
2020.

Held in September 2020, the
monsoon session was the first

Congress leader held for
‘staging’ attack on herself

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 14

SULTANPUR police have arrested
a 35-year-old woman, a local
Congress leader, for allegedly reg-
istering a false case of attempt to
murder after staging an attack on
herself by conspiring with her
aides. Police said on Friday that
Reeta Yadav had filed a case last
week alleging that unidentified
persons fired at her while she was
returning home fromamarket on
January 3, resultinginaleg injury
toher.

Police said that Reeta, along
with her aides, planned a conspir-
acy and staged the attack to gain
sympathy. Reeta wanted to proj-
ect herself asa potential candidate
in the forthcoming Assembly
election, they said.

Police identified the other two

PINARAYI VIJAYAN AND S RAMACHANDRAN PILLAI

One party, two confli

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 14

CPI(M) POLITBURO members
Pinarayi Vijayan and S
Ramachandran Pillai have taken
conflicting stands on China, with
the former being critical of the
neighbouring country’s approach
towards fightingimperialismand
the latter showering praise on it
for gaining strength to question
American imperialism.

Both leaders presented their
views at the ongoing CPI(M) dis-
trict conferences. Inaugurating the
party conference in
Thiruvananthapuram on Friday,

Pinarayi Vijayanand S
Ramachandran Pillai

Vijayan, the Kerala Chief Minister,
said socialist countries are mak-
inginterventions in tune with the
changed world order. Even as he
lauded China’s declaration that
the country has lifted its people
outof poverty, Vijayan said, “They
themselves have declared that
they are being troubled by the is-

sues of inequalities and corrup-
tion.” Recalling the CPI(M) ideo-
logical resolution on China
adopted in the party Congress
held in Kozhikode in 2012, Vijayan
said, “We had raised the criticism
that as a socialist country China
was not willing to adopt a proper
stand against imperialist coun-
tries. Our stand on China remains
the same now as well.”

Vijayan's views came aday af-
ter Pillai said China has grown to
the stature of questioning
American imperialism.
Addressing the party district con-
ference in Kottayam on Thursday;,
the senior leader said, “The aston-
ishing progress China has made
over the years is a continuum of

arrested persons as Mohammad
Mustakeem and Dharmendra
Yadav, both local residents.
Mustakeem owns and was driv-
ing an SUV in which Reeta was
travelling at the time of the pur-
ported incident, they said.

Reeta Yadav, Dharmendraand
Mustakeem were produced be-
forealocal court of Sultanpur that
sentthem tojudicial custody, said
Sultanpur SSP Vipin Kumar
Mishra. Police are also looking for
three other accused: Madhav
Yadav, his nephew Suraj Yadav
and one unidentified person.
Police said Madhav Yadav, a for-
mer village pradhan, and Reeta
Yadav planned the staged “attack”
while others helped inimplemen-
tation. Station House Officer,
Lamhua  police  station,
Narvdeshver Tiwari said Reeta
Yadav changed her statements of-
ten, leading to suspicion.

cting stands on China

the fight against imperialist forces.
China has become powerful and
is facing a global attack targeting
its achievement of socialism.”

“America has made several al-
liances to attack China and India
isalso part of such alliances. How
many alliances are there against
China? India, Japan, America,and
Australia. But China has made
links with 180 countries...” he said.

Pillai said the CPI(M)is the tar-
get of anti-China campaign. “In
India, the only motive behind at-
tacking China is to target our
party...” he said.

BJP state president K
Surendran said the CPI(M) “has
become a party that supports all
anti-national activities.”

full session held under strict
Covid-19 protocol with the Rajya
Sabhameeting in the first half of
the day and Lok Sabha during
the second half and members of
both the Houses sitting in both
the chambers.

The same protocols were fol-
lowed during the first part of the
Budget session last year.

Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
reverted to normal timings for
the second part of the Budget
session, monsoon and winter
sessions last year, but social dis-
tancing norms and some restric-
tions were still in place with
members sitting in the cham-
bers as well as galleries in both
Houses.

Congress leader in Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury said:
“The Covid situation is bad. Cases
are spreading fast. But the
Budget session has to be called.
Otherwise, government spend-
ing will come to a halt. We don’t

want that. But we would urge
the government to follow all pro-
tocols and take the decision af-
ter consulting health experts to
see what all precautions are re-
quired to be taken. The govern-
ment should discuss all aspects
with health experts and give
weightage to their suggestions.”

Sources said Rajya Sabha
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
earlier this week directed the
Secretary Generals of both the
Houses to “examine in detail the
prevailing scenario of spread of
Covid-19 and suggest effective
measures for safe conduct of the
Budget session”.

Taking stock of the situation,
Naidu and Birla favoured review
of the “adequacy” of Covid proto-
col followed during the winter
session when cases were low.
The Secretary Generals, sources
said, have been asked to submit
their proposals at the earliest.

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

WHILE THIS will be the second
time that Republic Day will be
celebrated under the shadow of
the pandemic — and unlike last
year, when the event fell in be-
tween waves this year, the cele-
brations will take place ata time
when cases are surging — there
has not been any drastic change
in the way the event will be con-
ducted.

Sources within the defence
establishment said that com-
pared to 25,000 people who at-
tended the parade last year,
24,000 people will be allowed to
view it this time. It will be a mix
of general audience, dignitaries,
government officials, children,
NCC cadets, ambassadors, sen-
ior bureaucrats and politicians.

Like last time, which was the
first instance in 55 years, the
Republic Day celebrations may
not have a foreign dignitary as
chief guest. Even though India
was working on getting
Presidents of five Central Asian

countries — Kazakhstan’'s
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev,
Uzbekistan’s Shavkat

Mirziyoyev, Tajikistan’s Emomali
Rahmon, Turkmenistan'’s
Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow
and Kyrgyzstan’s Sadyr Japarov
— as chief guests, sources said
there is no confirmation yet
about their attendance.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson had last year opted out

of attending the event as chief
guest due to rising Covid-19
cases in his country at the time.

Sources said nearly 1.25 lakh
people used to attend the parade
before the pandemic, which was
pared down to 25,000 last year;
another 1,000 have been
trimmed to take extra precau-
tions. Of these, 5,200 seats are for
the general audience, who can
buy tickets. The remaining
19,000 or so will be invited
guests, it is learnt.

Officials are still working out
the protocols for vaccination de-
mands for the audience. An offi-
cial said, “We will insist on dou-
ble vaccination.”

Like last year, the audience
will be seated six feet apart to en-
sure distancing norms, and
masks will be mandatory. The
area will be sanitised, and san-
itser dispensers are also likely to
be installed close to the seating
area. For all cultural participants
and armed forces personnel,
double vaccination has been
made mandatory. All of them
will also be tested for Covid-19.

As per convention, only
VVIPs will be seated at the
podium, which will include
President Ram Nath Kovind, Vice
President M Venkaiah Naidu,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
and Minister of State for Defence
Ajay Bhatt. The Defence Ministry
is expected to announce the de-
tails of the participating tableaux
and marching contingents on
Monday.

UP CM has lunch at Dalit party worker’s
home; targets SP for ‘social exploitation’

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 14

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath who had lunchat
the household of a Dalit BJP
worker in Gorakhpur on Friday ac-
cused the Opposition Samajwadi
Party (SP) of the “social exploita-
tion” of the poor.

The Chief Minister’s com-
ments came amid the exodus of
three ministers and several MLAs
from the ruling party. Two of the
ministers, Swami Prasad Maurya
and Dharam Singh Saini, resigned
from the state government earlier
this week. They joined the SP on
Friday along with five MLAs who
also quit the BJP, and a sixth legis-
lator who switched over fromthe
Apna Dal (Sonelal). Both Maurya
and Saini are prominent leaders

CM Yogi Adityanath has a meal at the house of party worker
Amrit Lal Bharti, in Gorakhpur. Courtesy: Twitter/Yogi Adityanath

from Other Backward Class (OBC)
communities. Their exits have
pushed the BJP into launching an
outreach campaign for the back-
ward classes.

Adityanathate khichdibhoj(a
lunch consisting of arice and lentil
dish)at the home of party worker
Amrit Lal Bharti in the city’s
Jughiya Gate area, whichis a Dalit-

Former Navy chief writes to CEC,
urges action against hate speeches

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

FORMER NAVY chief Admiral
Laxminarayan Ramdas (retd)
wrote an open letter to Chief
Election Commissioner Sushil
Chandra seeking action against
calls for violence at “dharam
sansads”.

In the letter, Admiral Ramdas
expressed concern regarding
hate speech targetting minori-
ties, and said such events repre-
sented a violation of the
Constitution and the Election
Commission’s model code of

Admiral
Laxminaray
an Ramdas
| (retd)

conduct. The letter — dated
January 12 — noted that no ar-
rests had been made despite
lawyers and military veterans
having called attention to the
events, and the Supreme Court
having taken suo motu cogni-
sance. On Thursday, three weeks
after an FIR was registered in
connection with the hate
speeches, Uttarakhand Police

made the first arrest in the case.

Admiral Ramdas, along with
other former chiefs of the armed
forces, had written a letter to
President Ram Nath Kovind and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on December 31 regarding inci-
dents of hate speech.

IntheJanuary 12 letter, the for-
mer Navy chief said: “We have ex-
pressed our deep concernregard-
ing the rise in hate speech
targeting the main minority com-
munity — namely Muslims... We
urge you to kindly take serious
note and suitable action to ensure
that the sanctity of the electoral
process is maintained...”

12 BJP MLAS’ suspension: MVA govt treads with caution after SC remarks

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 14

FOLLOWING THE Supreme
Court's observation that the deci-
siontosuspend 12 BJP MLAs from
the Maharashtra Assembly for
oneyear is prima facie unconstitu-
tional as there is a constitutional
bar to it operating beyond six
months, the Uddhav Thackeray-
led Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government is likely to tread cau-
tiously on this issue.

On 11 January, while hearing
the petition of 12 BJP legislators
challenging their suspension for
1 year from the state Assembly,
the apex court said that while the

House has the power tosuspend a
member, it cannot be for more
than 59 days and pointed out that
under Article 190(4) of the
Constitution, if a member of a
House s absent from all meetings
without its permission for a pe-
riod of 60 days, the House may de-
clare the seatvacant. Terming the
move against the MLAs as “worse
than expulsion”, it said that each
constituency hasanequal amount
of right to be represented in the
House.

During the Maharashtra
Assembly’s monsoon session last
year, 12 BJP MLAs were sus-
pended for one year for allegedly
misbehaving with the presiding
officer in the Assembly Speaker’s

Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray

chamber. The suspended MLAs
include Ashish Shelar, Sanjay Kute,
Atul Bhatkhalkar, Girish Mahajan,
Jaikumar Rawal, Yogesh Sagar,
Parag Alvani, Harish Pimple, Ram
Satpute, Narayan Kuche, Bunty
Bhangadia and Abhimanyu

Pawar. One day before the hear-
ing of the case in the Supreme
Court, 6 of the 12 suspended
MLAs appeared before Assembly
Deputy Speaker Narhari Zhirwal
for ahearing on their suspension,
after they were asked tocomeand
record their statements before the
Deputy Speaker.

Sources in the Maharashtra
government said that the apex
court’s remarks have “certainly
added some pressure”. “The state
Legislature Assembly has exer-
cised its power... The Supreme
Court’s remarks have certainly
added some pressure on the gov-
ernment but a call will be taken
considering all aspects of the is-
sue,” said a government source.

Asenior minister raised ques-
tions over Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari not ap-
proving the 12 names recom-
mended by the Uddhav
Thackeray Cabinet, in November
2020, to the state Legislative
Council through the Governor’s
quota. “It has been more than a
year that the Governor has notap-
proved any names despite the rec-
ommendation of the state
Cabinet... But, nobody is calling it
unconstitutional,” said the minis-
ter. There are a number of in-
stances where members of the
Maharashtra Assembly or
Legislative Council have been sus-
pended for six months or more on
various grounds over the last sev-

eralyears. InMarch 2017, Prashant
Paricharak, a BJP-backed inde-
pendent member of the
Legislative Council, was sus-
pended for his certain objection-
able remarks for 18 months, al-
though his suspension was
revoked in February 2018.
However, following the Shiv Sena
members’ protestand demand for
his dismissal, Paricharak’s entry
into the House was “restricted” till
June 2019.

0On25July2000,12 Sena MLAs
were suspended — 6 members for
1 year and another 6 for six
months — for creating ruckus in
the House and their “misbehav-
iour” after the then Congress-NCP
government decided toarrest the

Sena founder, Balasaheb
Thackeray, for allegedly inciting
communal hatred in the cases
pertaining to the 1993 Mumbairi-
ots. Two days later, 2 Sena MLAs
were suspended for 1 year.
Subsequently, the 1-year suspen-
sion was reduced to six months.
On the current suspensions,
Dr Anant Kalse, former principal
secretary of the Maharashtra
Legislature Secretariat, said, “The
(Supreme Court’s) view of depriv-
ing the members of representing
the constituenciesis right. But, the
Constitution has given powers to
the House for suspension of
members for their behaviour un-
becoming of the House under the
penal jurisdiction of the House.”

dominated slum 10 kilometres
from the Gorakhnath Math thatis
headed by the Chief Minister.
Adityanath was seensittingonthe
floor, and eating food from a leaf
plate along with Bharti’s father.

Later, he laid into the SP and
said people would have to under-
stand the difference between
“samajik nyay [social justice]” and
“samajik shoshan [social exploita-
tion]”.“Those doing politics of dy-
nasty and nepotism cannotdo the
politics of social justice,” said
Adityanath.

BJP worker Amrit Lal Bharti
told The Indian Express, “It haslong
been a tradition of the Math to
have bhoj with the community...
Maharaj [Adityanath] used to
come very oftenin the past but his
visits became less frequent after
he became the CM but still all our
problems are resolved.”

Goyal suggests
5-point reform
agenda for FCI

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

SUGGESTING A five-point re-
form agenda for the Food
Corporation of India, Union Food
Minister Piyush Goyal on Friday
said that the FCI's public percep-
tion needs to be changed from
“being inefficient & corrupt to
dynamic, inclusive & honest.”
Goyal made these remarks
on the occasion of the 58th
Foundation Day of the FCI.
According to an official state-
ment, Goyal gave “5 Sutras” to
improve FCI's progress.
“1.Change the public percep-
tion of FCI from being inefficient
& corrupt to dynamic, inclusive
&honest. 2. Focus onintegrating
end-to-end tech solutions right
from procurement to delivery to
achieve operational efficiency &
leakage free, distribution -- re-
duce PDS response time, benefi-
ciary tracking etc. 3. Establish a
grievance redressal mechanism
toreactrapidly to farmer/Farmer
Producer Organisation in dis-
tress. Reaching out to farmers
through “Jan Jagrukta” pro-
grammes at grass-root level to
spread awareness. 4. Plan for
modern infrastructure & logis-
tics. Upgrade warehouses to in-
ternational standards. Improve
storage capacity for the growing
need - Power backup, CCTV, ro-
bust network facility. 5. Global
best practices to make India a
‘Food hub’,” the statement said.
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BAIL HEARING
ON MONDAY

2 accused in hate
app case sent to
judicial custody

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 14

THETWO accused who were ar-
rested last week from
Uttarakhand in the hate app case
— Mayank Rawat, 21, and
Shweta Singh, 18 — have been
sent to judicial custody after
their police custody ended on
Friday afternoon.

Their bail pleas will be heard
on Monday.

Shweta will be kept in safe
custody of police until her test
report on Covid-19 is received.
She will be sent tojail if she tests
negative.

Rawat tested positive for
Covid-19 on Friday morning and
was sent to Kalina quarantine
centre in Mumbai. The first ac-
cused, Vishal Kumar Jha, 21, had
also tested positive for coron-
avirus a few days ago and is kept
at the same quarantine facility.

During arguments, the cyber
police told the court that on
learning that an FIR had been
registered the main accused and
creator of the hate app, Niraj
Bishnoi, had alerted Jha to delete
technical evidence that could be
used to trace them. Police said
further custody is required to
question the accused in this con-
nection.

Singh'’s lawyer, N Das, told
the court that she was allegedly
slapped by someone in cyber po-
lice during questioning.
Magistrate Komalsingh Rajput
noted down the allegationin the
order and also asked Singh
whether she is feeling any pain
or has any injury, to which she
replied in the negative and said
that she just has a headache.

The magistrate sent both
Singh and Rawat to judicial cus-
tody, noting that no new
grounds were put forth by cyber
police for further custody.

Lawyers of the two accused
subsequently moved court for
bail. “As the investigating offi-
cer has also tested positive for
Covid-19 along with two ac-
cused, it was mutually decided
that all the bail pleas will be
heard on Monday," said
Sandeep Sherkhane, lawyer for
Rawat.

BIKANER-GUWAHATI EXPRESS DERAILMENT: TOLL RISESTO 9

Glitchin locomotive equipment: Vaishnaw

SANTANU CHOWDHURY
& SWEETY KUMARI
JALPAIGURI,KOLKATA, JAN 14

A GLITCH in the locomotive
equipment may have caused the
derailment of the Bikaner-
Guwahati Express, said Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw,
who visited the accident site in
Jalpaiguri district of West Bengal,
on Friday.

“Preliminary inquiry shows
there was a glitchin the locomo-
tive equipment. No fault was
found in tracks or speed restric-
tions. The equipment will be dis-
mantled first and marks will be
checked. The Commission of Rail
Safety is conducting aninquiry to
find out the root cause of the ac-
cident,” Vaishnaw told reporters.

The death tollin the accident
climbed to nine on Friday with
the recovery of two more bodies
at the site.

The accident took place min-
utes after the train passed the
New Domohoni station at 4.53
pmon Thursday.

The train's assistant loco pi-
lot, Abhishek Roshan, told a lo-
cal television channel that mo-
ments before the derailment
there was an unusual jerk in the
movement. “I felt the jerk and
we applied emergency brakes.

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on Friday inspects the
train that derailed in West Bengal on Thursday. P11

When we got out to check, we
saw some of the coaches had de-
railed,” he said.

Twelve coaches of the train
derailed. While some toppled off
the tracks, one coach was found
on top of another.

Sources said a preliminary
investigation revealed that
Bikaner-Guwahati Express had
WAP IV category engine, which
has four traction motors. One of
traction motors broke down due
to which the loco pilot felt the
jerk in the movement, said the
sources.

The Railway Minister said the

disbursement of ex-gratia
amount to the families of the vic-
tims has begun. “Family of each
deceased will get Rs 5 lakh, those
who sustained grievous injuries
will get Rs 1 lakh and those with
non-serious injuries will get Rs
25,000,” said Vaishnaw, who vis-
ited the injured passengers at
hospital after inspection at the
accident site.

At least 36 injured passen-
gers are undergoing treatment
at the North Bengal Medical
College, Maynaguri Rural
Hospital and Jalpaiguri Super
Speciality Hospital. The condi-

tion of some of them was criti-
cal, said sources.

One of the survivors on
Friday filed a complaint with
Maynaguri GRP against the train
pilot. Uttam Roy, a Cooch Behar
resident, was injured in the acci-
dent along with his son. Roy filed
the complaint soon after being
discharged from Maynaguri
Hospital. He claimed that the ac-
cident was cause due to the dri-
ver's negligence.

Union minister John Barla,
who is the Alipurduar MP, also
visited the accident site Friday
morning.

Congress leader in Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
meanwhile, blamed the central
government for not focusing on
the safety of rail passengers.

“More than 2 crore people
travel by train every day in
India... The government and
Railways are responsible for the
safety of that train... But the gov-
ernment is not giving the money
needed for safety.... This horrific
accident has proved how big a
mishap can be if the coach is not
maintained [properly],” said
Chowdhury, who also blamed
poor maintenance of the tracks
for such accidents.

Senior CPIM leader Sujan
Chakraborty sought a thorough
investigation into the incident.

One of the injured at a Jalpaiguri hospital on Friday. Partha Paul

‘Was stuck in coach for 3 hrs’

SANTANU CHOWDHURY
JALPAIGURI, JANUARY 14

FOR 34-YEAR-OLD Haradhan
Chakraborty, itwas the worst three
hours of his life. Trapped with the
lifeless body of a fellow passenger
of the ill-fated Bikaner-Guwahati
Express for over three hours, the
daily wage worker did not have
much hope left until he was res-
cued by BSF and RPF personnel.
“I boarded the train at New
Jalpaiguri Station and was on my
way home in Cooch Behar district.
[ was travelling in coach number
S6 when the accident occurred. [
broke my right leg and was stuck

Goan writer Maria Aurora Couto dies at 85

BENITAFERNANDO
MUMBAI, JANUARY 14

PADMA SHRI awardee, writer
and educationist Maria Aurora
Couto died on Friday morning.
She was 85.

Couto was diagnosed with
pneumoniaand her health started
to decline earlier this week.

Couto lived in Aldona, Goa,
and will be remembered for ded-
icating much of her life and work
tothe state’s cultural activities and
socio-political causes. Among her
writings, she is best known for her
autobiography, ‘Goa: ADaughter's
Story (2004, in which her mem-
oirs mingle with Goa’s past.

Couto (née Figueiredo) was
born in Salcete in 1937. Her fam-

ilymoved to Dharwad, Karnataka,
in 1945, where she and her six sib-
lings were raised by their mother
asasingle parent. She attended St
Joseph’s High School and later
studied English Literature at
Karnatak College of Arts and
Science -- late playwright Girish
Karnad and novelist Shashi
Deshpande were her classmates.

Inherlateryears, Couto taught
English Literature at Lady Shri
Ram College, Delhi, and Dhempe
College, Panaji.

Goan writer Damodar Mauzo
told The Indian Express that
Couto’s death is a “huge loss and
blow to Goa’s cultural field. She
was a true Goan
personified...Well-read and
well-travelled, the dignified
Aurorabai carried herself intelli-

MARIA AURORA
CouTto

1937-2022

gently with elegance.”

Couto’s career as a writer
started with ‘Graham Greene: On
the Frontier: Politics and Religion
inthe Novels'(1988),an examina-
tion of Greene’s works, which
turned into a lifelong association,
after she met him for the first time

in Goa in 1963. Among her other
works are ‘Filomena’s Journeys: A
Portrait of a Marriage, a Family
and a Culture (2013)’, which re-
counts her mother’s story while
tracing the decline of Goa’s elite
Catholics.

In 2010, she was awarded the
Padma Shri.

Coutowasalsooneof the fear-
less voices from Goa, and often
commented on social injustices
and environmental issues in and
around the state. She criticised the
attacks and vandalism of Catholic
crosses in South Goa in 2017. She
was a supporter of the Goenchi
Mati Movement, a people’s group
that has been campaigning
against exploitative mining prac-
tices in Goa.

In 2015, the murder of pro-

gressive thinker and scholar MM
Kalburgi in Dharwad found a
strong reaction from India’s intel-
lectuals, including Couto. She was
among other writers and Sahitya
Akademi winners in Goa who
asked for the Akademi to “con-
demn cultural talibanism in the
country” following Kalburgi’s
murder and incidents of lynching.

Poet Ranjit Hoskote tweeted,
“With deep, overwhelming grief,
[ record the passing of Maria
Aurora Couto—superb writer,
memoiristand critic, deeply com-
mitted to Goa’s confluential and
transcultural traditions, a liberal
athome in many worlds...”

Goa CM Pramod Sawant
tweeted, “Deeply saddened....My
heartfelt condolences to her fam-
ily and admirers.”

inside the coach with the lifeless
body of another passenger. I
stayed like that for three hours,
afraid for my life,” he said. He was
among the 23 passengers under-
going treatment at Jalpaiguri
Superspecialty Hospital.
DebabrataSharma, a 19-year-
old student from Cooch Behar,
said it was sheer bad luck for him.
He had aticket for D2, but boarded
S6 coachat New Jalpaiguri Station
as he was runninglate. Coaches S5
and S6 were among the worst-af-
fected. “I was standing near the
door when all of a sudden the
coach shook violently and the
traincame toa halt....Iwas thrown
in the air and injured my head.”

Activist arrested
for ‘spreading
secessionist’
agenda on social
media in J&K

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JANUARY 14

J&KPOLICE on Friday arrested hu-
man rights activist Mohammad
Ahsan Untoo for allegedly
“spreading secessionist agenda”
through social media contentand
inciting the youth towards vio-
lence in the Union Territory.

The police said in a statement
issued that Untoo -- the chairman
of International Forum for Justice
and Human Rights, Jammu and
Kashmir — was among the partic-
ipants in a Twitter discussion on
Kashmir along with two “known
secessionists”. They spread “ha-
tred” against India, it said.

“It was reliably learnt that
Mohammad Ahsan Untoo, resi-
dent of Diver (Lolab) Kupwara, a
proactive secessionist is an active
participantand speaker at Twitter
spaces titled ‘Radio Resistance
Kashmir' led by two known seces-
sionists namely Muzammil
Ayyub Thakur and Dr Asif Dar.
These known secessionists, who
areaccused inseveral cases along
with Ahsan Untoo, are actively
spreading hatred against the
Union of India on the social media
platform,” it said.

COMPLAINT AGAINST ARCHBISHOP
Misunderstanding, say cops;
set to file closure report

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, JANUARY 14

MUMBAIPOLICE is set tofilea clo-
sure report into its probe against
the archbishop and two bishops
of the city in connection with a
complaint filed by the family of a
minor boy, alleging their failure to
report a sexual offence.

The police have prepared a
closure report calling it a “C
Summary” case. This is filed in
cases where it is found that the
complaintis neither true nor false.
The police have claimed the com-
plaintresulted out of amisunder-
standingand, therefore, they can-
not proceed further.

In2015,a 12-year-old boy was
sexually assaulted twice by a priest
at a Catholic church in the city.
Following the second incident, the
boy informed his parents.

In 2019, the boy’s father ap-
proached the special court con-
ducting the trial against the priest.
His application said after the as-
sault was revealed, they had in-
formed the zonal bishop. Itwasal-
leged that they did not getareply,
following which they approached
the archbishop. The family
claimed that no action was taken
by him to report the offence and
hence, an offence under Section
19 of POCSO Act should be filed
against him and the two bishops,
who were also approached.

‘Bitcoin is as much a political movement

as it is a technological one’

In this explained.Live session, researcher and advisor Tanvi Ratna, Founder & CEO, Policy 4.0, discussed the future of money;,
there being no one blanket identity for cryptocurrency and why banks are staying away from it

Sexplained.Live
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On cryptocurrency’s journey from a
decentralised tender to an asset class

Imagine Pranav and Aashish are living in
different parts of India and Pranav has
something that Aashish wants to buy and they
don’t know each other, they are strangers. So
should Pranav send the money first or should
Aashish send the goods first? That's essentially
the trust deficit and to fill this trust deficit in all
transactions we have intermediaries. Banks are
essentially doing the same thing in financial
transactions, you don’t know if the other
person is good for the money and if you enter
into anything with them you need some kind
of guarantor saying that this person is good for
the money.

So when the Lehman Brothers went bust
and all these different financial institutions
started collapsing in so many parts of the
world, it was a domino effect. This started from
one intermediary, which sort of traded, bun-
dled and traded out an asset which was not
worth anything and because of the action of
that intermediary a lot of the interconnected
financial system went bust. Instead of actually
checking that moral hazard problem, in the end
they got bailed out with taxpayers’ money.

So this is the premise of the whole thing,
you need to understand this because bitcoin is
as much a political movement as it is a techno-
logical movement... there is a mixture of all
these dynamics of belief, philosophy and tech
and new models, new systems, all of this that
comes. That’s the first generation of crypto,
which was bitcoin. It’s a system which was able
to self-incentivise people, so this whole inter-
mediary function is decentralised.

So it starts off as an alternative system of
finance. It started off with just one use case,
which was payment. Bitcoin, till date, only per-
forms one use case. Of course now that they are
looking at bitcoin-based DeFi, there will be
other things. This other developer came along,
some years later, and said, “Well, why canI only

(Clockwise from above) Tanvi Ratna in conversation with Pranav Mukul and Aashish Aryan, Principal Correspondents, The Indian Express

On whether the government will be
able to regulate financial problems

This is a common misconception.
Cryptois notinscrutable, it is actually com-
pletely public ledger, the only thing that is
not known onitis identity. There is already
a field called blockchain forensics,
which is quite advanced now. It’s even in
places that don’t have Aadhaar, don’t have
KYC, don’t have anything; they are able to
identify these actors quite effectively
because of basically two elements of
clustering and identification.

On how the common man can benefit
from cryptocurrency and its adverse
impact on the environment

So bitcoin has a very energy intensive
mechanism, which s called proof of work
and the trade-off there is that it’s seen as
the most robust one also. It’s the one that

AUDIENCE QUESTIONS

is the most decentralised, nobody can
captureit, it's the most rigorous, so people
can’t cheat. The bitcoin maximalists will
tell you that it is less expensive than
running a multi-layer financial system.
For example, seven percent of US GDP
goes into delivering financial services.
That’s a huge charge as well, that’s a huge
amount of money. Some people will say
that’s the cost we are bypassing with this
proof of work chain. This was earlier the
rationale. This is the proof of work
consensus, it is energy intensive, it's com-
putation intensive, and that’s why there
are all these environmental impacts of it.
I think a couple of innovations are hap-
pening there in terms of the chips that will
be used for mining, can this whole thing
move to renewable energy. A lot of
bitcoin mining actually happens on
renewable energy.

do payments, why can’t 1 add conditionality to
these payments. Why can’t [ say that if these
conditions are met, then a transaction executes.
That's essentially what s called smart contracts.
And that was ethereum, and that’s why bitcoin

and ethereum are sort of like the grandfathers
of this whole system. But they are bringing
different levels of functionality into this money.
Each coin is bringing something else.

So just calling it a commodity doesn’t

change the nature of crypto. We could call it
anything, but crypto is everything and it has
been from the start, all kinds of crates, whether
it is a currency, or it is a commodity, or it’s a
security. I think there is really no blanket
identity that can be given to crypto.

Just calling it one thing or the
other doesn’t solve the problem.
What it is, is simultaneously
all these things. It is simultane-
ously a currency and an equity in
the network.

perfectly legal and there is no objection from
the bank, but the banks still don’t bank crypto.
Even in Singapore and in places very progres-
sive on crypto, it is quite a difficult task to get
a bank account. That is simply because of the
calculations of banks themselves. Banks are
basically providing you financial services
based on the kind of assets you have and there
are people in the chat who get worried looking
at the volatility of crypto, so what do you do
with a customer who is only holding onto
these assets? He might come to you with an
asset value of some two million or something
and maybe by the time you have issued him
his bank account, that goes down by one-
fourth or changes in a day or two days or in one
cycle. So how do you manage operational risk
in a scenario like that? It is very difficult. For
those reasons, the banks are a bit worried and
honestly if you see banks, crypto is really com-
peting with banks.

On whether there is a global consensus on
regulating crypto

To some degree there is already a global
consensus on the KYC side, which is the final
guidance of the FATF (Financial Action Task
Force) that has been issued. It came out in 2019
and now every country will start ratifying it.
So you will see that on the issue of terrorism
finance, money laundering, there is already a
standard that has come in. Now
when it comes to the other as-
pects, it's very difficult to blanket
set it, because there is no agency
that has that kind of authority over
anyone’s economy. There is no
agency that can mandate that you

On what exactly is one shouldn’t have capital controls or

investing in you should have capital controls
SCANTHECODETO S

When you buy a token, you WATCHVIDEO or your securities market needs to

essentially own a piece of the

have this sort of a law or it should-

network. What that gives you

depends on the design of the network. So
sometimes when you own tokens, what a net-
work gives you is it allows you to stake those
tokens and you earn an interest onit. And then
what everybody knows is that the price
appreciates and you can earn things with the
crypto that you have.

On why banks in India are hesitant to
allow crypto transactions

It’s actually not so much to do with the trust
deficit, the issues of the banks are different.
There are many countries where crypto is

n't have that. There is no binding
kind of institution like this.

On the role of the CBDCs

[ think they are completely different things,
so the CBDC (Central Bank Digital Currency)
only matters if there is a sovereign country and
if it is issuing it own cryptocurrency. For
day-to-day functions, I think the CBDC
will probably be the more dominant tool.
What crypto enables, the CBDC can’t enable.
But crypto might never have the legitimacy of
a CBDC, so I feel they will sort of work on
different tracks.
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SPIDER-M AN CoMIC PAGE SELLS FOR RECORD PRICE

A single page of artwork from a 1984 Spider-Man comic book sold at auction for a record $3.36
million. Mike Zecks artwork for page 25 from Marvel Comics’ “Secret Wars No. 8” brings the
first appearance of Spidey’s black suit. The symbiote suit would eventually lead to the emer-
gence of the character Venom. The record bidding, which started at $330,000 and soared past
$3 million, came on the first day of Heritage Auctions’ four-day comic event in Dallas.
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Atestlaunchofa
hypersonic missile on
Jan. 11 in N Korea. AP

NORTH KOREA
Fresh missiles
firedinresponse
toUS sanctions

Seoul: North Korea on
Friday fired what ap-
peared to be two short-
range ballistic missiles in
its third weapons launch
this month, officials in
South Korea said, inan ap-
parent reprisal for fresh
sanctions imposed by the
Biden administration for
its continuing test
launches. South Korea’s
Joint Chiefs of Staff said
the missiles were fired 11
minutes apart from anin-
land area in western
North Pyongan province,
where North Korea is
known to operate key
missile bases and has fre-
quently conducted test
launches in recent years.

The missiles flew 430km
Cross-country on a maxi-
mum altitude of 36 km,
before landing in the sea,
the military said. AP

INDONESIA
Strong quake
shakes capital

Jakarta: A powerful
earthquake shook parts
of Indonesia’s main is-
land of Java on Friday,
damaging buildings and
houses and sending peo-
ple into the streets, but
there were noimmediate
reports of casualties.
Officials said there was
no danger of a tsunami.
The US Geological Survey
said the magnitude 6.6
quake was located in the
Indian Ocean about 88
kilometers southwest of
Labuan, a coastal townin
Banten province. It was
centered at a depth of 37
kilometers, it said. An of-
ficial said there was no
danger of a tsunami but
warned of possible after-
shocks. AP

UNITED STATES
RFK assassinto
remainin prison

Sacramento: Sirhan
Sirhan, who assassinated
Presidential candidate
Robert F. Kennedyin 1968,
was denied parole
Thursday by California’s
governor, who said the
killer remains a threat to
the public and hasn’t
taken responsibility for a
crime that altered
American history.
Kennedy, a US senator
from New York, was shot
moments after he claimed
victory in California’s piv-
otal Democratic presiden-
tial primary. Five others
were wounded during the
shooting at the
Ambassador Hotel in Los
Angeles. AP

Hospitals in many US states
fill up as Omicron spreads

Acute scarcity in adult ICU’s in Alabama, Missouri, others

THENEW YORKTIMES
JANUARY 14

THE EXTREMELY contagious
Omicron variant is fueling an
enormous coronavirus wave
thatis pushing hospitals close to
their capacity limits in about two
dozen states, according to data
posted by the US Department of
Health and Human Services.

Atleast 80 per cent of staffed
hospital beds were occupied in
24 states on Thursday, including
Georgia, Maryland and
Massachusetts, the figures show.

More troubling, the data
showed that in 18 states and
Washington, DC,, at least 85 per
cent of beds in adult intensive
care units were full, with the
most acute scarcity of beds in
Alabama, Missouri, New Mexico,
Rhode Island and Texas.

The pressure on ICU capacity
comes as the Omicron has
touched off a nearly vertical rise
ininfections and hospitalisations.
The country as a whole and 26
states have reported more Covid
casesin the past week thaninany
other seven-day period.

In that time, an average of
more than 803,000 coronavirus
cases have been reported each
day in the United States, an in-
crease of 133 percent from two
weeks ago, according to a New
York Times database, and 25
states and territories have re-
ported their highest weekly
caseloads yet. Deaths are up 53
percent to an average of roughly
1,871 aday.

Since Thanksgiving, the
White House has sent more than
350 military doctors, nurses,
medics and other personnel to
24 states to help hospitals with
staffing challenges, President
Biden said this week, and plans
tosend an additional 1,000 serv-
ice members to six hard-hit
states. That is in addition to the
more than 14,000 National
Guard members deployed in 49
states to help staff hospitals and
other medical facilities, he and
other officials said.

Atesting site in Seoul on Thursday. AP

Supreme Court blocks
Biden’s virus mandate
for large employers

ADAMLIPTAK
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 14

THE SUPREME COURT on
Thursday blocked the Biden ad-
ministration from enforcing a
vaccine-or-testing mandate for
large employers, dealing a blow
to a key element of the White
House’s plan to address the pan-
demic as coronavirus cases re-
sulting from the Omicron vari-
ant are on the rise.

But in a modest victory for
President Biden, the court al-
lowed a more limited mandate
requiring healthcare workers at
facilities receiving federal money
to be vaccinated.

The vote in the employer
mandate case was 6 to 3, with
theliberal justicesin dissent. The
vote in the healthcare case was
5 to 4, with Chief Justice John G
Roberts Jr and Justice Brett M
Kavanaugh joining the liberal
justices to form a majority.

The employer decision under-
cutone of President Biden's most
significant attempts to tame the

Omicron shift in Europe:
Pandemic or endemic?

MEGAN SPECIA
LONDON, JANUARY 14

IN BRITAIN, France, Spain and
other countries across Europe,
politicians and some public health
experts are pushing a new ap-
proach to the coronavirus pan-
demicborne of both boldness and
resignation: that the illness is be-
coming a fixture of daily life.

Governmentsare seizingamo-
ment in which their populations
haveexperiencedlesssevereillness,
and, in some instances, a drop in
new daily cases after weeks of
record growth. And they are mov-
ing their mitigation policies off
emergency footing.

The shift comes even as the
World Health Organization cau-
tioned this week against treating
the virus like the seasonal flu, say-
ing it was too soon to make that
call. Much about the disease re-
mains unknown, the WHO said.
And asurge in cases driven by the
Omicron variant is still battering
the continent, while the popula-
tionof much of the world remains
vulnerable because of a lack of
widespread vaccination,and more
variants are still likely to arise.

Myanmar’s Suu Kyi hit by
5 new corruption charges

Bangkok: Myanmar’s military-in-
stalled government has filed five
new corruption charges against
ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi
in connection with granting per-
mits torentand buy a helicopter,
alegal official said on Friday.
Suu Kyi, who has been de-
tained since last February’s mili-
tary takeover, is already being
tried on five other corruption
charges. Eachis punishable by up
to 15 years in prison and a fine.
She has also been charged
with other offenses, and has
been sentenced to six years’ im-
prisonment after being con-
victed of illegally importing and
possessing walkie-talkies and vi-
olating coronavirus restrictions.
Her supporters and rights
groups say the cases against her
were contrived by the military to

Aung San Suu Kyi. Reuters

justify its takeover and prevent
her from returning to politics.
The government has rejected
the criticism. “No one is above the
law. I just want to say that she
would be judged according to the
law,” government spokesperson
Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun said
when asked about the matter at
anews conference Friday. AP

Atemporary field hospital
this week on the grounds
of St. George’s Hospital in
London. Reuters

Still, advocates of the “learn to
live with it” approach point out
that the latest surge in cases is dif-
ferent from the early days of the
virus in several important ways,
including a largely vaccinated
populationin parts of Europe, es-
pecially in the West, and a far
lower rate of hospitalisation.

“It can’t be an emergency for-
ever,” Graham Medley, a professor
of infectious disease modeling at
the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, told BBCRadio
4thisweek.He added thattheend
of the pandemic was likely to oc-
cur in phases rather than appear
as“anactive pointin time” whenit
canbedeclaredtobeover. NYT

virus and left the country with a
patchwork of state laws and poli-
cies, largely leaving companies
and businesses on their own.

The President welcomed the
rulingin hisfavour, sayinginastate-
ment thatitwould save thelives of
healthcare workers and patients.
But he said he was disappointed
that the court had overturned the
employer mandate, which he said
was “grounded squarely in both
science and the law.”

The unsigned majority opin-
ion in the employer case said a
statute on workplace hazards
did not justify a mandate that
would have required more than
80 million workers to be vacci-
nated against the coronavirus or
to wear masks and be tested
weekly. It also stressed the nov-
elty and sweep of the mandate
issued by the Labor
Department’s Occupational
Safety and Health
Administration, or OSHA, saying
Congress had not authorised the
agency to act and describing its
response as “a blunt instru-
ment.” NYT

S African study
finds Omicron
less severe even
for unvaccinated

Johannesbug: Unvaccinated peo-
ple infected with the Omicron
variant of coronavirus may be less
prone to severeillness and requir-
ing hospital care or dying than
was the case with previous vari-
ants, a South African study
showed on Friday.

The study, by the National
Institute of Communicable
Diseases in the Western Cape re-
gion, which has notyet been peer-
reviewed, concluded.compared
about 11,600 patients from the first
three Covid-19 waves with about
5,100 from the Omicron-driven
wave that began in November.

Omicron globally has tended
to cause less severe disease, and
proportionally fewer hospital ad-
missions and deaths, than previ-
ous variants. Scientists are trying
to determine the extent to which
this is because of higher immu-
nity rates engendered by vaccina-
tion or past illness, or Omicron is
intrinsically less nasty.

The study concluded that
aboutaquarter of the reduced risk
of severe disease with Omicron
was attributable to characteristics
of the virus itself. REUTERS

After six-week
surge, Africa’s
Omicron fourth
pandemic wave
flattens: WHO

YOSHITASINGH
UNITEDNATIONS, JANUARY 14

AFRICA’S FOURTH pandemic
wave, driven primarily by the
Omicron variant, is flattening af-
ter a six-week surge, the WHO
has said even as it stressed that
the shortest-lived surge to date
in the continent was “steep and
brief but no less destabilising.”

The new Omicron variant
was first reported to the WHO
from South Africa on November
24. The World Health
Organisation on November 26
declared itas a variant of concern.

“Early indications suggest that
Africa’s fourth wave has been
steep and brief but no less desta-
bilising. The crucial pandemic
countermeasure badly needed in
Africastill stands, and thatisrap-
idly and significantly increasing
Covid vaccinations. The next
wave might not be so forgiving,”
WHO Regional Director for Africa
Dr. Matshidiso Moeti said.

In a statement on Thursday,
the WHO said, “After a six-week
surge, Africa’s fourth pandemic
wave-driven primarily by the
Omicron variant is flattening,
marking the shortest-lived
surge to date in the continent
where cumulative cases have
now exceeded 10 million.”

WHO  Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
voiced concern that even though
more than 9.4 billion vaccine
doses have now been adminis-
tered globally, 90 countries did
not reach the target of vaccinat-
ing 40 per cent of their popula-
tions by the end of last year, and
36 of those countries have not
yet vaccinated 10% of their pop-
ulations. PTI

SWEDEN'SPMTESTS
COVID POSITIVE

Prime Minister Magdalena
Andersson of Sweden tested
positive for the coronavirus
on Friday, days after her gov-
ernment introduced new re-
strictions to curb a fourth
wave of cases driven by the
Omicron variant. A govern-
ment press secretary, Darina
Agha, said the PM was “feel-
ing well considering the cir-
cumstances” and that she
would continue her work
while isolating at home.

Several other Swedish offi-
cials have also tested positive
for Covid since attending a
parliamentary debate on
Wednesday. NYT

HONG KONG BANS
TRANSIT FLIGHTS

Hong Kong: Hong Kong
International Airport said it
will ban transit passengers
from 150 countries and ter-
ritories starting Sunday,
tightening stringent travel
controls in an effort to stem
the spread of the highly con-
tagious omicron variant.
Authorities also said Friday
they will extend social dis-
tancing restrictions, includ-
ingabanondiningin after 6
pm, by another two weeks
over the Lunar New Year
holidays to Feb. 3. Large-
scale events, such as Lunar
New Year fairs held annually
in Hong Kong, will be can-
celed. AP

Russia prepping pretext
for Ukraine invasion: US

Intelligence said the operatives were ‘trained in urban
warfare, using explosives,’ and could try to stage an incident

DAVIDE.SANGER
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 14

THE BIDEN administration ac-
cused Moscow on Friday of
sending saboteurs into eastern
Ukraine to stage an incident that
could provide President
Vladimir V Putin of Russia witha
pretext for ordering an invasion
of parts or all of the country.

The White House did not re-
lease details of the evidence it
had collected to back up its
charge, though one official said
itwas a mix of intercepted com-
munications and observations of
the movements of people. In an
email, a US. official wrote that
“Russia s laying the groundwork
to have the option of fabricating
a pretext for invasion, including
through sabotage activities and
information operations, by ac-
cusing Ukraine of preparing an
imminent attack against Russian
forces in eastern Ukraine.”

The official, whodescribed the
intelligence on the condition of
anonymity, added that in the as-
sessment of US intelligence offi-
cials, “the Russian military plansto
begin these activities several weeks
before a military invasion, which
could begin between mid-January
and mid-February. We saw this
playbook in 2014 with Crimea.”
Russia annexed Ukraine that year.

The release was part of a strat-
egy totryto prevent the attacks by
exposing them in advance. But
without releasing the underlying
intelligence — some of which has

Y e

Russian tanks taking partin drills at a firing range in the Rostov
region, near the border with Ukraine, on Wednesday. AP

Throw of
@ thedice

EXPLAINED

THE US allegation about a
Russian false flag operation
could be a strategy to pre-
vent precisely such an occur-
rence. But the claim, whichis
not backed by evidence, will
likely provoke Russian alle-
gations of reckless Western
brinkmanship based on
flawed intelligence. The
statement also indicates that
the US has given up on talks
with Russia and the possibil-
ity of adiplomatic break-
through in Ukraine for now.

been provided to allies — the
United States opens itself up to
Russian charges that it is fabricat-
ing evidence. In past years, Russia

frequently recalled the deeply
flawed intelligence case the United
Statesbuilt forinvadingIrag, as part
ofanefforttodiscreditthe C1A.and
other Americanintelligence agen-
cies as political operatives.

The official said that the US
had “information that indicates
Russia has already pre-positioned
agroup of operatives to conducta
false-flag operation in eastern
Ukraine,” where Russian-backed
forces have been fighting a grind-
ing war of attrition with the
Ukrainian government. The oper-
atives “are trained in urban war-
fare and in using explosives to
carry out acts of sabotage against
Russia’s own proxy forces.”

The US accusation also em-
braced disinformation operations,
charging thatin the media “Russian
influence actors are already start-
ingtofabricate Ukrainian provoca-
tions in state and social media to
justify a Russian intervention and
sowdivisionsin Ukraine.”  NYT

Hackers bring down govt sites in Ukraine

Kyiv: Hackers brought down
several Ukrainian government
websites on Friday, posting a
message on the site of the
Foreign Ministry saying, “Be
afraid and expect the worst.” It
was the latestinalongline of cy-
berattacks targeting the country
amid its conflict with Russia.
The attack on Friday was omi-
nous for its timing, coming a day

after the apparent breakdown of
diplomatic talks between Russia
and the West intended to forestall
a threatened Russian invasion of
Ukraine. The message appeared
in Ukrainian, Russian and Polish
on the foreign ministry website.
“As aresult of amassive cyber
attack, the websites of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and a
number of other government

China dismisses
British accusation of
political interference

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIJING, JANUARY 14

CHINA ON Friday dismissed a
warning from Britain’s domes-
tic intelligence service to law-
makers that a London-based
lawyer is trying to “covertly in-
terfere in UK politics” on behalf
of the Chinese Communist Party
as “irresponsible.”

Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Wang Wenbin said China has
“noneed to and will never engage
inthe so-called interference,” say-
ing those behind the accusation
“may be too obsessed with James
Bond 007 movies and made
some unnecessary associations.”

House of Commons Speaker
Lindsay Hoyle on Thursday sent
legislators an alert from the MI5
spy agency alleging that the
lawyer, Christine Lee, was acting
in coordination with the Chinese
Communist Party’s United Front
Work Department, an organisa-

tion dedicated to exerting
Chinese influence abroad.

MI5 said Lee had “facilitated”
donations to British political par-
ties and legislators “on behalf of
foreign nationals.” Members of
Parliament are required to declare
the source of donations they re-
ceive, which must be from UK-
registered electors or entities.

Lee is not accused of a
criminal offense. Lee’s firm,
Christine Lee & Co., states on its
website that it has “developed
strong affiliations between the UK
and China” and has advised the
Chinese EmbassyinLondononle-
gal matters. It has offices in the UK
and Chinaand practices immigra-
tion, corporate and commercial
law, according to the website. Lee’s
office did not immediately re-
spond to arequest for comment.

InNovember the head of the
MI6 overseas intelligence
agency, Richard Moore, called
China one of the biggest threats
to Britain and its allies.

agencies are temporarily down,”
the ministry said in a statement.
The attack came within
hours of the conclusion of talks
this week between Russia and
the United States and NATO in
Europe that were intended to
find a diplomatic resolution af-
ter Russia massed tens of thou-
sands of troops near the border
with Ukraine. NYT

India grants over
$900 million aid
to Sri Lanka

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO, JANUARY 14

INDIA HAS announced a $900
million loan to Sri Lanka to build
up its depleted foreign reserves
and for food imports, amid a
shortage of almost all essential
commodities in the country.

On Wednesday, the gover-
nor of the Central Bank Ajith
Nivard Cabraal said the island
nationis negotiatinga$ 1 billion
loan from India to import goods.
The Indian High Commissioner
to Sri Lanka Gopal Baglay met
Cabraal on Thursday and “ex-
pressed India's strong support to
Sri Lanka in the wake of RBI ex-
tending over $900 million facil-
ities over the last week”.

Cabraal on Wednesday said
that billion-dollar loan negoti-
ations with India had reached
its advanced stage.
Commenting on India's ges-
ture, analysts said the Indian
assistance could have con-
tributed to Sri Lanka's doubling
of reserves announced at the
end of December.

TEN YEARS AGO COSTA CONCORDIA RAN AGROUND OFF THE TUsCAN ISLAND OF GIGLIO, KILLING 32 PEOPLE

How wreck of a cruise liner changed an Italian island

GAIAPIANIGIANI
GIGLIOPORTO, JANUARY 14

THE CURVY granite rocks of the
Tuscan island of Giglio lay bare
inthe winter sun, no longer hid-
den by the ominous, stricken
cruise liner that ran aground in
the turquoise waters of this ma-
rine sanctuary ten years ago.

Few of the 500-odd residents
of the fishermen’s village will
ever forget the freezing night of
Jan. 13,2012, when the Costa
Concordia shipwrecked, killing
32 people and upending life on
the island for years.

“Every one of us here has a
tragic memory from then,” said

Mario Pellegrini, 59, who was
deputy mayor in 2012 and was
the first civilian to climb onto
the cruiser after it struck the
rocks near the lighthouses at
the port entrance.

The hospitality of the tight-
knit community of islanders
kicked in, at first to give basic as-
sistance to the 4,229 passengers
and crew members who had to
be evacuated from a tilting ves-
sel as high as a skyscraper. In no
time, Giglio residents hosted
thousands of journalists, law en-
forcement officers and rescue
experts who descended on the
port.Inthe months to come, sal-
vage teams set up camp in the
picturesque harbor to work on

The port of Giglio on Thursday, the 10th anniversary of the
Costa Concordia shipwreck, which killed 32 people. NYT

safely removing the ship, an op-
eration that took more than two
years to complete.

The people of Giglio felt like a
family for those who spent long
daysatits port, waiting to receive

word of their loved ones whose
bodies remained trapped on the
ship. On Thursday, 10 years to
the day of the tragedy, the vic-
tims’ families, some passengers
and Italian authorities attended
aremembrance Mass and threw
a crown of flowers onto the wa-
ters where the Costa Concordia
hadrested. At9:45 p.m., the time
when the ship ran aground, a
candlelit procession illuminated
the port’s quay while church
bells rang and ship sirens blared.

What stands out now for
many is how the wreck for-
ever changed the lives of some
of those whose paths crossed
as a result. Friendships were
made, business relations took

shape and new families were
even formed.

“It feels as if, since that
tragic night, the lives of all the
people involved were forever
connected by an invisible
thread,” Luana Gervasi, the
niece of one of the shipwreck
victims, said at the Mass on
Thursday, her voice breaking.

Francesco Dietrich, 48, from
the eastern city of Ancona, ar-
rived on the island in February
2013 to work with the wreck
divers, “a dream job,” he said,
adding: “It was like offering
someone who plays soccer for
the parish team to join the
Champions League with all the
top teams in the business.”"NYT
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Our soldiers stood tall
shielded us from the enemy

he Indian Army has been a

formidable force, alongside

the Indian Navy and the Air
Force in battles for the country. Its
valiant men have never fought shy
of adversity and turned around
intractable border situations to
protect the country’s integrity. Our
soldiers’ story has been about courage
under fire, grace under pressure and
determination under duress.

Many instances abound. But
worth mentioning is the 1965
Indo-Pakistan war, when the Army
was able to capture three strategic
mountain locations in Kashmir after
waging sustained artillery barrages

inst Pakistan. By thwarting
Pakistan’s 1st Armoured Division’s
attack at the Battle of Asal Uttar on
September 10 near Khemkaran, our
men in uniform had their largest
haul of Pakistani tanks. The Combat
of Chawinda, the largest tank battle
in history following World War 1I,
was the biggest tank battle of the
war. The loss of Pakistan at the Battle
of Asal Uttar signalled the end.

Who can forget the 1971 Indo-
Pak war when, led by Lt. General J.
S. Arora, our forces reached Dhaka
as part of the Indo-Bangladesh allied
force on December 16, 1971, as
the the Battle of Basantar ended in
the western theatre. In the shortest
time, they forced Pakistani troops to
surrender. And during the 1999 Kargil
War, robust and well-thought Indian
attacks resulted in the recapture of
most of the peaks and the pushback of
remaining Pakistani troops behind the
Line of Control (LoC).

A look at some of the Army’s key battles that left an
indelible mark on the nation’s history

Indo-Pak war of 1965

On August 5, 1965, over 26,000
Pakistani  soldiers  dressed as
Kashmiris crossed the Cease Fire Line
(CFL) at several sites on their way to
J&K. Initially, they attempted to instil
fear by raiding remote and vulnerable
locations. The infiltrators were on the
run as the Indian Army limbered up
by bringing the 163 Infantry Brigade
from Ladakh to the Valley. HQ SRI
Force was constituted later, after
additional men were inducted. Along
with  anti-infiltration  operations,
which began on the intervening night
of August 14 and 15, 1965, actions
along the CFL were undertaken to
secure key places.

Pakistani army took Chhamb but
our units at Akhnoor fought back.
There was a break in the offensive
at this point due to a leadership
change. Major General Yahya Khan
succeeded Major General Akhtar
Malik as commander. The Indian
Army was able to strengthen
Akhnoor as a result of this.

On September 6, 1965, the
Indian Army launched offensives
in Pakistan’s Punjab, the
country's  heartland,
on two thrust lines.

The assault on Lahore
reached the city's
outskirts, but the forces

were pulled back owing to “logistical
problems.” Another Indian push
began the next day in the Sialkot
region,  with rmour-infantry
clashes at Phillaura and Chawinda.
In conirast to Pakistan,
India had carried out all
of its offensive activilies
in 1965 under the banner
of Opcration Ablaze. Both
countries were required to
withdraw their forces to the
locations they had taken
on August 5, 1965 under both UN
Security Council resolutions.

The main advantage India had
was that it possessed more infantry
divisions, but many of them were
new, post-1962 raises that had not
yet settled in and were not entirely
battle-ready. India won because of its
supcrior {raining and lcadership at
the unit level, as well as its superior

performance in the highlands,
notably in night combat.

After a ceasefire was declared, the
fighting came to an cnd. India won
the conflict because Pakistan lost
more territory than it gained and
failed to capture Kashmir.

WAVE

Making Lives Better

The third India-Pakistan
war of 1971

Instead of waging a hastily mounted
military campaign as in the past, the
India-Pakistan conflict of 1971 saw
the implementation of a planned
strategy.

Although the conflict officially
began on December 3, 1971, it
was preceded by a series of border
confrontations, some of which
lasted days. East Pakistan had been
ringed by the Indian Army and the
Indian Navy had done the same
in the Bay of Bengal. The TAF was

also committed before the formal
start of the war, and it gained air
superiority in the east

within a day.
The overarching
military plan was a
strategic offensive in

saluting the undying spirit
of valour and patrictism that

huild contl

indian heart.

For over 74 years, the Indian army has set unprecedented examples of pa
valour, both on Indian and foreign soil. Today, the esteemed force not on
the world’s fourth most-powerful military, but also as a role model for milli

idence in every

the east and a strategic defence
in the west. Although China was
not expected to pose a big threat,
one justification for delaying until
December was that mountain
passages would be closed, allowing
the army to leave a token force in
the north to cope with any Chinese
shenanigans.
The adversary had chosen
a forward defensive perimeter
posture, with minor forces in the
inner sectors, therefore
quick thrusts and bypassing
main opposition nodes were
the tactics used along the
various thrust lines. East
Pakistan had four divisions
plus, and there was little
likelihood of further forces
joining in. The Indian Army
deployed units from three different
corps against them, as well as ad hoc
forces to expand the number of push
lines and keep the enemy engaged.
The Indian Army promised to
protect the prison war (PoWs)
from the Mukti Bahini and the local
community, who were plotting
vengeance against the Pakistani
military and its allies. Over 93,000
prisoners of war were taken into
Indian captivity, making it the
largest surrender in wartime history.
A new nation, the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh, was formed after two
weeks of severe fighting.

India-Pakistan Kargil War
of 1999

Between May and July 1999, the
Kargil conflict was fought along

ADVERTORIAL

and

the Line of Control (LoC) in the
Kargil region of J&K and the
surrounding districts of Ladakh.
Pakistani soldiers had sneaked into
areas on the Indian side of the LoC,
disguised as infiltrators. Discreetly,
they began setting up outposts on
132 vantage points along the LoC.
India seized control of the hills
overlooking key transit routes to
Srinagar after mobilising, and then
began forcing the Pakistani forces
back across the LoC.

The battles were fought in high-
altitude highlands with jagged,
near-vertical hill slopes posing
tactical and logistical challenges.
Our men showed great tactical
depth and bravery while engaging
in  hand-to-hand combat in
certain situations. It was also the
first time two nuclear-armed
countries fought a conventional
war (both became nuclear states
after 1971). The infiltration and
battle took place across around
160-km stretch of mountains
overlooking the only route between
Srinagar and Leh. Military stations
were normally around 5,000
metres (16,000 feet) high on the
ridges above the highway, with
a few as high as 5,485 metres
(18,000 ft). The operations arca was
separated into two sectors: Kargil
and Batalik.

Among other assaults, the
Battle of Tololing gradually
hifted the battle in India’s favour.
Winning back some of the posts,
such as Tiger Hill, changed the
course of the war.
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CALL OF FAITH

UTTAR PRADESH
38-year-old
woman found
with throat slit

Meerut: A 38-year-old
woman who went missing
from her house in
Saharanpur's  Rasoolpur
Khedi village since last
evening was found dead with
her throat slit on Friday morn-
ing. Her husband lodged an
FIR with the Nagal police sta-
tion, alleging the their neigh-
bor - who had an affair with
his wife - was behind the
murder. Police said the locals
found her bodylyinginafield.
"We have recovered the body

Pilgrims at the Gangasagar Mela at Sagar Island in West
Bengal’s South 24 Parganas district on Friday. Reuters
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Devotees gather to take a ‘holy dip’ in the Ganga on the
occasion of Makar Sankranti, in Prayagraj on Friday. P11

i~

and have lodged the FIR given
by her husband. The husband
has held his neighbour re-
sponsible for the killing and
had also alleged that his wife
and the accused had illicit re-
lations. We are investigating
the case. No arrest has been
made so far,” said Deputy
Superintendent of Police

Durga Prasad Tiwari. The cou- EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

ple have five children. ENS KOLKATA, JANUARY 14
EVEN AS the state grapples with
a surge in Covid-19 cases, pil-
JAMMU & KASHMIR grims flouted safety guidelines

Tri|ingua| land as they visited the Gangasagar
Mela in large numbers at Sagar

pass books Island in South 24 Parganas dis-

. trict on Friday.

introduced y

While many of them were
spotted without masks, others
were seen taking a dip in the
Ganga without maintaining so-
cial distancing norms. Devotees
had started thronging the Mela
since Thursday.

The district administration
said that it is expecting a higher
footfall on Saturday.

Jammu: The Jammu and
Kashmir administration
on Friday launched trilin-
gual Land Pass Books,
which contain the details
of an individual's land
records in Hindi, Urduand
English languages, to in-

crease transparency and The district administration
make record-keeping eas- plans to deploy 20 drones that
ier. Chief secretary Dr Arun will spray sanitiser mixed with

Kumar Mehta launched
the initiative in Jammu
and said it was a historical
step towards transparency
and good governance. He
complimented the rev-
enue, IT and law depart-
ments for providing the fa-
cility. On Friday, the chief
secretary handed over the
Land Pass Books to resi-
dents of village Chak Lal
Din of Tehsil Jammu West
(Jammu district) and vil-
lage Bagh-e-Mehtab of
Tehsil Chanpora (Srinagar
district). ENS

water from the Ganga on the
devotees while they are taking
adip.

A senior official of the South
24 Parganas district administra-
tion said, “We have made
arrangements to ensure that all
Covid protocols are followed. We
will also deploy drones that will
spray amix of sanitiser and holy
water on the devotees. However,
many devotees are taking a holy
dip and are gathering without
maintaining social distancing.
We cannot prevent them not
from taking a dip.”

As per the plan shared by of-

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General Public is hereby informed
that one girl Namely: Pallavi, D/o:
Guddu, R/o: H.No. 95, Near Railway
Fatak, Vill. Badali, Delhi, Age: 14
Years, Height: 4'5", Face: Round,
Built: Thin, Hair: Black, Wearing:
Navy Blue Colour Suit & Yellow
Colour Pajami has been missing/
kidnapped since 06.11.2021 from the
area of P.S. Alipur, Delhi. In this regard
FIR No. 895/21, Dated 08.11.2021,
has been registered at P.S. Alipur,
Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
the missing/kidnapped girl with her child but no clue
has come to light so far. If anyone have any information
about this missing/kidnapped girl with her child please

PALLAVI

inform to the following:-
Web-site : http://cbgnic.in SHO
E-Mail ID: cic@cbi.gov.in P.S. Alipur, Delhi

D455 ron 200y Ph.: 011-27202265

@, NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E-Tender No.: JHS-ENGG-E-2022-05, 06 Divisional Railway Manager (Works)
Dated: 11.01.2022 North Central Railway, Jhansi

E-Tendering Tender Notice

Divisional Railway Manager (Works) North Central Railway, Jhansi for and
behalf of President of India invites sealed "Special Limited Tender" through
online (E-Tendering) for the following work.

ficials, Covid-19 testing facilities
have been set up at all entry
points of Sagar Island. Visitors
can avail medical facilities at
buffer zones and first aid centres
that have been set up between
Outram Ghat in Kolkata and
Sagar Island. Besides, centres
have been set up at 13 locations,
including bus and railway sta-
tions, to conduct rapid antigen
tests and screen visitors.

Four dedicated Covid hospi-
tals with 500 beds have been se-
lected to treat Covid patients.
Apart from this, medical facili-
ties with 1,910 beds are being set
up between Outram Ghat and
Sagar Island, besides five Severe
Acute Respiratory Illness (SARI)
isolation wards with 125 beds
and four safe homes with 235
beds.

Officials said that the admin-
istration has built seven quaran-
tine centres with 435 beds toac-
commodate direct contacts of
Covid-19 patients.

There are six dedicated cre-
mation grounds on the venue to
ensure that patients are cre-
mated safely.

The health department has
roped in 25 ambulances, apart
from water ambulances and air
ambulances for emergencies.
The department has pressed 75
ambulances for service to treat
non-Covid patients. According to
the district administration, be-
tween Thursday and Friday, at

Lakhs throng Gangasagar Mela,
many violate Covid guidelines

least three patients had to be
shifted to Kolkata for better
treatment through air ambu-
lance.

Officials said they had also
designed a software to track
Covid-19 patients’ health and the
progress they are making while
recovering.

The state government’s de-
cision to organize the
Gangasagar Mela this year has
drawn flak from both doctors
and opposition parties amidst
the rapid surge in Covid-19 and
Omicron cases in the state.
With a positivity rate that has
crossed the 30 per cent mark,
West Bengal’s tally of daily
cases has been rising steadily.
On Thursday, the state logged
23,467 new cases.

The Calcutta High Court had
earlier given its go ahead to the
state government to organise the
Mela. It also formed a two-mem-
ber committee to monitor com-
pliance with Covid-19 norms at
the Mela. The committee will
also be able to give necessary di-
rections to the government and
the instructions have to be im-
plemented by the Chief
Secretary of the state.

While inaugurating the Mela
on Wednesday, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee urged all pil-
grims to “strictly follow Covid-
19 guidelines” while advising
those showing symptoms not to
visit the fair.

MP: 2 TRAIN COACHES DERAIL, NO INJURIES

Jabalpur: Two sleeper coaches of
02134 Jabalpur-Bandra Terminus
train derailed on Friday while en-
tering platform number 3 of
Jabalpur station in Madhya
Pradesh, leading to disruption in
rail traffic fora few hours, an official
said. No injuries were reported.

Coaches S3 and $4 derailed while
entering the station and since it
was coming from the yard, there
were no passengers, but it led to
disruption of the schedule of plat-
forms 3, 4 and 5, said Jabalpur
Divisional Commercial Manager
Devesh Soni. PTI

Date of
Completion|
[Period

Date of
Closing
Tender

Earnest
Money

E-Tender|
No.

Description
of work

Approx
Cost

from
issue
acceptance]
letter

Maintenance and
petty repair and
operation of pump
etc. to ensure

water supply in
Jhansi-Mahoba &
Mahoba- JHS-
Tikamgarh ENGG-
section in Railway E-
colony & other 2022-
service buildings 05
under
SSE/WKS/MBA in
the Jurisdiction of
ADEN/MBA for
the period of 02
years.

07.022022|  ,4
212900/  at Month
15:00 hrs. | 'Vonths

12573190.56

Part "A"
Provision of
interlocking of LC
gate (KID-BZM
section LC No.
80)

Part "B"
Maintenance and
petty repair and
operation of pump
etc. to ensure JHS-
water supply in | ENGG-

Mahoba Manikpur E-

& Khairar- 2022-
Bhimsen section 06
in Railway colony

& other service
buildings under
SSE /WKS /
BNDA in the
Jurisdictions of
ADEN / BNDA for
the period of two
years.

07.02.2022 24
224900/ at Month
15:00 hrs. onths

14967534.39

Note:- (1) Tender online can be submitted upto 15:00 hrs. on 07.02.2022 (2)
For full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website

www.ireps.gov.in

34/22 (P
[ @ CPRONCR

f North central railway www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Martyr on 15thJanuary

On the occasion of 57th Raising
o Day, the CARNATIC family with a
=

heavy heart and head held high,

o

salute and pay our tributes to our
valiant soldiers who laid down
their lives true to our regimental

Maj JS Sl}'l:;t}:,t;)ha"'Swadharme Nidhanam LNk
Pandian, SC Hanamanthappa
Koppad, SM

OP PAWAN (Sri Lanka) 1988
Nk Murugesan, Nk Haridasan B Nk KA Ramakrishna, L/Nk K
Selvaraj, L/Nk G Marimuthu, L/Nk R Chidambaram, L/Nk T
Muniappa, Sep Santhanam, Sep Selvaraju J, Sep Devendra Reddy;,
Sep Maruti Patil & Sep J Reddappa Reddy

OP RAKSHAK-III (J&K) 1996
Maj JS Pandian,SC, Nk Vinayan,SM, Sep Francis Suresh Kumar, SM,
Sep Ramakrishna Pillai &Sep S Dasarathan

OP VIJAY(J&K) 1999

Sub C Mohan Rao & Sep Sekhar

OP RAKSHAK-III (J&K) 2000
Nk Saveena, Sep Natarajan, Sep Babu Sanikoppa, Sep S
Narasimhulu,Sep Hema Chandu, SepSimhachalam K & Sep Jenish TS

OP RAKSHAK-III (J&K) 2004
Nk K Mani, Sep Balarami Reddy & Sep Ajith

OP MEGHDOOT (Siachen)2016
Sub Nagesha TT, Hav Elumalai M, SM,L/Hav S Kumar, L/Nk
Sudheesh B,L/Nk Mahesha PN, L/Nk Hanamanthappa Koppad,
SM, Sep Ganesan G, Sep Rama Moorthy,SM,Sep S Mustaq Ahmed
& Sep V Santhosh Kumar
Their act of valour &sacrifice will always be the guiding light for
the CARNATIC family & will inspire rank & file to keep the 'CAR-
NATIC flag flying high in the years to come.

ColonelMohver Singh Grewal, SM& all Ranks
19 MADRAS (CARNATIC)

AKKALKOT MUNICIPAL COUNCIL,
AKKALKOT

e-Tender Notice No. 25 for 2021-2022
(Vaishishtapurna Yojna)
No.2022/ANP/Works/11/Desk-I/RR/Kavi/45 Dated 11/01/2022

Sealed online e-Tenders for the Different
Development Works are invited by the Chief Officer
Municipal Council Akkalkot from contractors Registered
with Government of Maharashtra public works department
in appropriate class.

Details can be viewed and downloaded online
directly from the Government of Maharashtra e-Tendering
portal https://mahatenders.gov.in from Dated 12/01/2022
to 09/02/2022 at 4.00 PM.

The last date of Tender Submission is
09/02/2022 at 4.00 PM. The prebid meeting will conducted
on Dt. 02/02/2022 at 3.00 PM in the Office of Municipal
Council Akkalkot. Received tenders will be opened on
Date 10/02/2022 at 4.00 PM, if possible in the presenece
of available contractor or their representative. Sd/

- SACHIN PATIL, Chief Officer
Municipal Council, AKKALKOT

Devotees take
Ganga dip in
Prayagraj amid
Covid threat

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PRAYAGRAJ, JANUARY 14

TENS OF thousands of devotees
took a holy dip in the Ganga
here on the occasion of Makar
Sankranti on Friday, braving se-
vere cold amid the threat posed
by the coronavirus.

Devotees have been flocking
to the Magh Mela area since
morning and around 6.5 lakh
people, including children and
the elderly, had taken bathin the
river by 6 pm, an official of the
annual event said.

Crowds of devotees were
seen at ghats in Varanasi too.

Praygraj District Magistrate
Sanjay Kumar Khatri, Mela
Adhikari Sheshmani Pandey and
Senior Superintendent of Police
Ajay Kumar visited the VIP Ghat,
Sangam Nose, Arail Ghat and
other major ghats.

According to the mela ad-
ministration, masks were dis-
tributed to 65,000 devotees in
the area. Thermal screening of
devotees was conducted atall 16
entrances and parking areas, a
mela official said.

Meanwhile, a fire broke out
ata tent located in Arail area in
Magh Mela. The fire, triggered by
a leaking gas cylinder, was
brought under control immedi-
ately, preventing any injury.

Police: 5 kg IED

MAHARASHTRA

11 skulls, bones of
foetuses found buried
in hospital, say police

Doctor, two nurses from hospital in Wardha district had
been arrested over alleged abortion on a 13-year-old girl

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 14

DAYS AFTER a doctor and two
nurses from Kadam Hospital, in
Arvi city of Wardha district,
about 723 km from Mumbai,
were arrested for allegedly car-
rying out an abortion on a 13-
year-old girl, police said on
Friday that 11 skulls and 54
bones, reportedly of foetuses,
were found buried in the hospi-
tal premises.

“We have sent the remains
for post-mortem and forensic
analysis to Nagpur forensic lab,
and have requested for the re-
ports as early as possible. We are
investigating if more abortions
were carried out at the hospital.
As of now, we have information
onone case only,” said Bhanudas
Pidurakar, Senior Police
Inspector at Arvi police station.

The family-run hospital — a
maternity and nursing home set
upinthe 1990s — has four doctors,
Kumar Singh Kadam, his wife
Shailja Kadam, son Niraj Kadam
and daughter-in-law Rekha
Kadam, and 11 nursing staff. The
hospital has been sealed.

On January 10, Dr Rekha
Kadam was arrested for al-
legedly carrying out an abortion
ona 13-year-old girl. Two nurses,
Pooja Dhat and Sangita Kale,
were also arrested between
January 12 and 13.

The girl's mother had filed an

The hospital in Arvi city, 723 km from Mumbai, where the
remains of foetuses were found. Express

FIR on January 9, alleging that
her daughter was raped by a 17-
year-old boy, and an abortion
was carried out at the hospital
on January 7, when she was five
months pregnant. The girl has
been shifted to another hospital,
and is reported to be in a stable
condition.

“The 17-year-old boy has
been sent toajuvenile home and
his parents have been arrested
for threatening the victim’s
mother. The hospital authorities,
as per law, should have informed
us when the victim was taken to
the hospital for abortion. All the
accused are in judicial custody,”
said Pidurakar.

DrRekha Kadamis alleged to

IMD commissions 4
new doppler radars,
including one in Leh

India taken lead in Asia to provide
weather, climate services: minister

smuggled from
. EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
Pak found in NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14
bag near border THE INDIA Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Friday
commissioned four doppler
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE  weather radars, including an X-

AMRITSAR, JANUARY 14

THE SPECIAL task force the
Punjab Police Friday claimed to
have recovered an improvised
explosive device (IED), smug-
gled from Pakistan into India,
and Rs 1 lakhin Indian currency
notes concealed in a bag lying
on the Attari-Bachiwind road in
Amritsar, close to the interna-
tional border. The recovery
comes a month before Punjab
goes to polls on February 14.

After receiving specific input
about drugs and explosives, the
STFlaunched a search operation
and seized the bag from outside
village Dhanoa in Ajnala sub-di-
vision. The seizure came on a
day an IED stuffed with RDX
and ammonium nitrate was
found inside an unattended bag
at the Ghazipur flower market
in Delhi.

STF Assistant Inspector
General Rashpal Singh, said,
“We received specific informa-
tion that a consignment of
arms, ammunition and drugs
has been delivered near the
Attari border. Our team started
searching the area, during
which a packet was found near
Dera Baba Gulab Shah at the
Attari-Bachiwind road.”

“The IED weighing 5 kg...was
found concealed in the bag.
Some Indian currency notes
were also found inside,” he said.

band radarin Leh that is installed
atthe highest altitude anywhere
in the country. The commission-
ing was announced at an event
in Delhi on the occasion of 147th
foundation day of IMD.

The IMD joined hands with
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO)in designing
and indigenously manufactur-
ing these radars.

Atthe event, Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for Earth
Sciences Dr Jitendra Singh said
India has taken a lead in Asia to
provide weather and climate
services to South Asian,
Southeast Asian and West Asian
countries. He said the Ministry
of Earth Sciences will enhance
deployment and use of drone-
based observation technology
for strengthening localised fore-
casting, besides adopting high-
resolution models.

Singh inaugurated four
doppler weather radars at Leh,
Mumbai, Delhi and Chennai for
better research and operational
analysis. IMD’s radar network,
with the additional four radars,
isnow 33.

Delhi got its third doppler
radar in the form of an X-band
radar at Ayanagar. It has aradius
of 100km around the NCR.
Presently, radars are also opera-
tional at Palam and Mausam
Bhavan.

Mumbai got its second radar,

MR be=e foorH foiferes

Why doppler
radars are
@ crucial

EXPLAINED

DOPPLER RADARS help
forecasters observe rain-
fall, advance of cloud for-
mations over a region
and subsequently moni-
toring thunderstorms
and lightning in real-
time. The radar opera-
tions are particularly cru-
cial during extreme
weather events such as
heavy rainfall, and data
from these are used in
predicting flash floods in
local regions.

a C-band radar at Veravalli, that
coversaradius of 450-kmaround
the city. Similarly, the Met depart-
ment on Friday operationalised
an X-band radar covering a 150-
km radius around Chennai, the
third radar for the southern city.

Singh said augmentation of
modern observing platforms
such as automatic weather sta-
tions, doppler weather radars
and meteorological satellites will
help in further improving
weather and climate services.

He said, “There has been a
20-40% improvement in accu-
racy of severe weather warning
by IMD in recent five years as
compared to previous five years.
Forecast of high temperature
and heat wave condition well in
advance has resulted in signifi-
cant reduction in number of
deaths due to heat wave in sub-
sequent years.”

have charged Rs 30,000 for the
procedure. Police said the foetus
was buried inside the hospital's
premises, in a pit dug for a bio-
gas plant. The nurses are alleged
to have helped dispose the foe-
tus. The other bones were recov-
ered from the same pit.

"Our probe is on. We con-
ducted further searches at the
hospital on Friday and will be
questioning more people from
the hospital to find evidence in
the case,"” said Sunil Salunke,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police.

The investigating officer, Sub-
Inspector Jyotsna Giri, said they
would record the statements of
the rest of the Kadam family.

HC to hear
anticipatory bail
plea of actor
Dileep on Jan 18

Dileep will
notbe
arrested till
Jan 18: cops

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOCHI, JANUARY 14

KERALA POLICE Friday told the
High Court that actor Dileep and
five others, accused of threaten-
ing officers probing the sexual
assaultof anactress in 2017, will
not be arrested till January 18,
when his anticipatory bail plea
would be heard again.

Justice Gopinath P said the
court needs to examine the
statement of a movie director in
the fresh case against the actor
and five others, and will hear the
matter on Tuesday. “Iwould like
to see his (director Balachandra
Kumar) statement and intend to
grant protection till then,” the
court observed.

However, an order was not
issued in this regard as the pros-
ecutor assured the court that the
accused would not be arrested
till Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Dileep's lawyer
brought up the raid conducted
ontheresidence and office of the
actor on Thursday to which the
state government contended
thatitwas based ona search war-
rantissued by acompetent court.

Kumar, who had recently
made accusations against Dileep
in the assault case, had also
recorded his statement on the
threat case before the Crime
Branch wing recently.

The Crime Branch, on January
9, registered the case on a com-
plaint based on an audio clip re-
leased by a channel, in which
Dileep was purportedly heard
conspiring to attack the official.

el
ANavraina Company

Container Corporation of India Ltd.

(WA TIHR kT SUhH) (A Govt. of India Undertaking)
NSIC New MDBP Building, 2" Floor, Okhla Indl. Estate (Opp. NSIC Okhla Metro Station), New Delhi-110020

‘Paid money for BSP poll ticket,
didn’t get’: man files complaint

Tender Notice (E-Tendering Mode Only)
Online E-Bids are invited For HANDLING OF CONTAINERS & CARGO AND INTERNAL
TRANSPORTATION at MMLP BALLI, Goa for through e-tendering mode.

Tender No. CON/Area-Il/BALLI/HT01/2022

Name of Work HANDLING OF CONTAINERS & CARGO AND INTERNAL
TRANSPORTATION at MMLP-BALLI
Estimated Cost Rs. 12,77,11,400/- (Inclusive of GST)

Period of the contract Five (4+1) years

Earnest Money Deposit Rs. 5 Lakhs through e-payment

Cost of Document Rs. 1,000/- inclusive of all taxes and duties through e-payment

Tender Processing Fee Rs. 4,720/- inclusive of all taxes and duties (Non-refundable)

through e-payment.

Date of Sale (On Line) From 15/01/2022 at 15:00 hrs. to 31/01/2022 (upto 14:00 hrs.)

Last Date & Time of submission | On 31/01/2022 upto 17:00 hrs.

Date & Time of Opening On 02/02/2022 at 15:00 Hrs.

For eligibility criteria and other details please log onto www.concorindia.com or e%rocure,gov,in or
www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL. Bidders are requested to visit the websites regularly. C reserves
the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reasons thereof. For complete details logon
to www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL. Executive Director /Area-2

Meerut: A man who says he is a
Bahujan Samaj Party leader from
Muzaffarnagar Thursday filed a
complaint alleging that a senior
party functionary duped him of
Rs 67 lakh with the promise of
fielding himin the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly election.

In his complaint, Arshad Rana
said he was acting as the in
charge of the Charthawal seat on
behalf of the party since he was
promised a ticket two years back.

Police declined to disclose

the name of the BSP leader ac-
cused by Rana.Rana’s complaint
came after the BSP named
Salman Saeed, the son of the for-
mer state minister S
Saiduzzaman, from Charthawal.

BSP leader Satish Kumar Ravi
said: “Iwant to make it clear that
Arshad Rana was never associ-
ated with our party.”

Rana countered this by re-
leasing a set of images purport-
edly showing him with some
BSP leaders. ENS
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TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE
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&) SHUBHRA RANJAN

SCHOLARSHIP TEST ON 10th JANUARY 2022

F
GS Foundation Class;:mm / Tablet Course
Target 2023

AVAILABLE Starting From: zoth January 2022 AVAILABLE

Scholarship Test and Admission is open at all our Regional Centres
For more details: +91-9910812719 | www.shubhraranjan.com

Always Ahead

PACKAGES

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

The suspension of MLAs

12 BJP MLAs from Maharashtra have gone to Supreme Court against their year-long suspension from the
Assembly. The SC has flagged the statutory requirement to not keep a seat vacant for more than 6 months.

SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI, JANUARY 14

THE SUPREME Court has observed that the
suspension of 12 BJP MLAs from the
Maharashtra Assembly for a full year is prima
facie unconstitutional,and “worse than expul-
sion”. A“constitutional void” and a “hiatus sit-
uation” has been created in these constituen-
cies,and the “consequences are dreadful”, the
court said on Tuesday.

Whatwas the plea before the court?

On July 5, 2021, soon after the Assembly
met for its two-day monsoon session, there
was commotion as Leader of Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis (BJP) objected to an at-
tempt by state minister Chhagan Bhujbal (NCP)
totable aresolution demanding that the Centre
release dataon Other Backward Classes (OBCs),
so that seats could be reserved for them in lo-
cal bodies in Maharashtra.

Several BJP MLAs entered the well in
protest, snatched the mace,and uprooted mics.
ShivSena MLA Bhaskar Jadhav, whowasin the
chair, adjourned the House for 10 minutes, fol-
lowing which some BJP MLAs allegedly en-
tered his chamber and threatened, abused, and
misbehaved with him.

The Maharashtra House has not had a
Speaker since Nana Patole of the Congress re-
signed in February 2021,and Jadhav was one of
four presiding officers named by Acting
Speaker Narhari Zirwal the previous day. The
dataonthe population of OBCsis a political hot
button, and the Centre has told the Supreme
Court that data on OBCs collected during the
Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) of 2011 is
erroneous and unusable.

Maharashtra Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Anil Parab subsequently moved ares-
olution tosuspend 12 BJP MLAs — Sanjay Kute,
Ashish Shelar, Abhimanyu Pawar, Girish
Mahajan, Atul Bhatkhalkar, Parag Alavani,
Harish Pimpale, Yogesh Sagar; Jaikumar Rawal,
Narayan Kuche, Ram Satpute and Bunty
Bhangdia —forayear.

The MLAs filed a writ petition in the
Supreme Court last year against the
Maharashtra Legislative Assembly and the
State of Maharashtra and asked for the suspen-
sion to be quashed.

The matter has been posted for further
hearing on January 18.

What have the suspended MLAs argued?
The petition has submitted that their sus-
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BJP MLAs hold a “counter Assembly” to protest the suspensions on the premises
of the Maharashtra legislature in July 2021. File

pension is “grossly arbitrary and dispropor-
tionate”. The challenge relies mainly on
grounds of denial of the principles of natural
justice, and violation of laid-down procedure.

The 12 MLAs have said they were not given
an opportunity to present their case, and that
the suspension violated their fundamental
right to equality before law under Article 14 of
the Constitution. They have also submitted that
they were not given access to video of the pro-
ceedings of the House, and it was not clear how
they had beenidentified in the large crowd that
had gathered in the chamber.

The MLAs have contended that under Rule
53 of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly
Rules, the power to suspend can only be exer-
cised by the Speaker, and it cannot be put to
vote in a resolution as was done in this case.

Rule 53 states that the “Speaker may direct
any member who refuses to obey his decision,
orwhose conductis, in his opinion, grossly dis-
orderly, to withdraw immediately from the
Assembly”. The member must “absent him-
self during the remainder of the day's meet-
ing”. Should any member be ordered to with-
draw forasecond time in the same session, the
Speaker may direct the member to absent
himself “for any period not longer than there-
mainder of the Session”.

What has Maharashtra said in its defence?

A counter-affidavit filed by the in-charge
secretary of the state’s Parliamentary Affairs
Department has pointed to the “undisciplined
and unbecoming behaviour” of the 12 MLAs,
and the fact that the Leader of Opposition had

tendered an apology. There was, therefore, no
question of hearing or furnishing of written
explanations by the MLAs, who had commit-
ted contempt of the House, the affidavit says.
It denies any violation of Article 14.

Counsel for Maharashtra argued that the
House had acted withinits legislative compe-
tence,and thatunder Article 212, courts donot
have jurisdiction to inquire into the proceed-
ings of the legislature.

Article 212 (1) states that “The validity of
any proceedings in the Legislature of a State
shall not be called in question on the ground
of any alleged irregularity of procedure”.

The next subsection says “no officer or
member of the Legislature...in whom powers
are vested by or under this Constitution for reg-
ulating procedure or the conduct of business,
or for maintaining order; in the Legislature shall
be subject to the jurisdiction of any courtinre-
spect of the exercise by him of those powers.”

The state has also referred to Article 194 on
the powers and privileges of the House, and
argued that any member who transgresses
these privileges can be suspended through the
inherent powers of the House.

It has denied that the power to suspend a
member can be exercised only through Rule
53 of the Assembly.

Whatabout the length of the suspension?

This is the point that the bench of Justices
AM Khanwilkar, Dinesh Maheshwariand CT
Ravikumar took up during the hearing on
Tuesday. The basic structure of the Constitution
would be hit if the constituencies of the sus-

pended MLAs remained unrepresented in the
Assembly for a full year, the bench said.

The bench referred to Article 190 (4) of the
Constitution, which says, “If for a period of sixty
days a member of a House of the Legislature
of a State is without permission of the House
absent from all meetings thereof, the House
may declare his seat vacant.”

Under Section 151 (A) of The
Representation of the People Act, 1951, “abye-
election for filling any vacancy...[in the House]
shall be held within a period of six months
from the date of the occurrence of the va-
cancy”. This means that barring exceptions
specified under this section, no constituency
canremain without a representative for more
than six months.

The Supreme Court said that the one-year
suspension was prima facie unconstitutional
as it went beyond the six-month limit, and
amounted to “not punishing the member but
punishing the constituency as a whole”.

Whatare the rules on the length of
suspension of a Member of Parliament?

Rules 373, 374, and 374A of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok
Sabha provide for the withdrawal of a mem-
ber whose conductis “grossly disorderly”,and
suspension of one who abuses the rules of the
House or willfully obstructs its business.

The maximum suspension as per these
Rules is “for five consecutive sittings or the re-
mainder of the session, whichever is less”.

The maximum suspension for Rajya Sabha
under Rules 255 and 256 also does not exceed
the remainder of the session. Several recent
suspensions of members have not continued
beyond the session.

Similar rules also are in place for state
Legislative Assemblies and Councils which pre-
scribe a maximum suspension not exceeding
the remainder of the session.

Onthe first day of Parliament's winter ses-
sionlast month, 12 Rajya Sabha members were
suspended for the remainder of the session for
alleged unruly conduct on the last day of the
monsoon session on a motion moved by the
government. The Opposition argue thataction
inregard toanincident from the previous ses-
sion violated the Rules of Procedure.

The Supreme Court is expected to rule on
the question of whether the judiciary caninter-
vene in the proceedings of the House.
Constitutional experts, however, say that the
court has clarified in previous rulings that the
judiciary can intervene in case of an unconsti-
tutional act done by the House.

Common entrance test and concerns at JNU

ARANYASHANKAR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

ON WEDNESDAY, the Academic Council of
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) decided to
adopt the Central Universities Common
Entrance Test (CUCET) from the 2022-23 ses-
sion. The final approval lies with the Executive
Council, but the decisionis as good as final. The
move has been opposed by the JNU Teachers’
Association and the JNU Students' Union.

The current process

Since 2019, the National Testing Agency
(NTA) has been conducting online entrances
for all courses in a Computer Based Test for-
mat (before that, ]NU used to conduct its own
entrance). For research programmes, those
who clear the NTA-conducted entrance are in-
terviewed by the university itself.

One of the most distinct features of JNU's
admission policy is the concept of 'Deprivation
Points': Disadvantaged students are given cer-

tain additional points making their admission
easier. These points are granted to women and
transgender students, as well those coming
from backward districts. There is no clarity as
of now on whether the deprivation points will
be affected with the adoption of CUCET.

Why the change

The newly implemented National
Education Policy advocates the need foracom-
mon entrance across . A seven-member com-
mittee set up by the UGC had submitted a re-
port recommending a plan to implement
CUCET from 2021-22 itself, but the pandemic
led to the plan being shelved then.

On November 22 last year, UGC officials
met with Vice-Chancellors of 45 central uni-
versities; on November 26, a letter was sent to
them stating that “after detailed deliberations,
itwasresolved that the Common Entrance Test
for UG and PG may be conducted for Central
Universities from the academic session 2022-
23 through National Testing Agency (NTA)".

JNU, Director of Admissions Jayant Tripathi

said the proposal to adopt CUCET was “over-
whelmingly endorsed” at the Academic
Council meeting. However, the ]NU Teachers’
Association (JNUTA)alleged the discussion was
“selectively orchestrated”.

Teachers’ concerns

TheJNUTA claimed that the VChad said the
decision on the matter had already been taken
in the 157th meeting of the AC. “A perusal of
the minutes... shows that this was not even
listed on the agenda of that meeting. .. In fact,
members of the Academic Council have re-
ported that there was no discussion on CUCET
during the 157th ACmeeting,” the JNUTA said.

Another ground for opposition stems from
apprehensions over what it could mean for
teachers. Former JNUTA president Ayesha
Kidwai said JNU offered many unique interdis-
ciplinary courses which could be under threat.

“How does the JNU administration con-
ceive that these will be covered by any com-
mon entrance test? For example, how many
CUs offer an MA course in Computation and

Integrative Sciences? Or In Arts and
Aesthetics?... So a CUCET for these MA pro-
grammes cannot be common with other uni-
versities,” she said.

Response to concerns

While the university has not responded to
the apprehensions, Director of Admissions
Tripathi said these were either ill-founded or
premature. “At this stage we have only adopted
the CUCET. We have only decided that we will
hold entrance exams next year as per this;
there have no further deliberations on what
the format will be or further modalities. Soany
apprehensions should wait till then,” he said.

Tripathibrushed aside allegations of proce-
dural impropriety during the AC meeting and
said everything was followed as per rules.
“There was proper discussion on the matter
this time, as well as last,” he said. On worries
aboutunique and interdisciplinary courses be-
ing affected, Tripathi said, “I'm sure there will
be further deliberations and discussions and
they (UGC) will take all this into account.”

March for Mekedatu reservoir halted: the project, legal issues & politics

KIRAN PARASHAR
BENGALURU, JANUARY 14

A MARCH started on January 9 by the
Congress, which was meant to cover 100
km in 10 days, was halted on Thursday, a
day after the Karnataka High Court had
raised questions on how it could be carried
out amid rising Covid-19 cases in the state.

The ‘Mekedatu march’ had been
launched for implementation of a project
to build a reservoir on the Cauvery near
Mekedatu near the Tamil Nadu border. The
proposed reservoir, which aims to supply
drinking water to Bengaluru and surround-
ing regions, has been challenged in the
Supreme Court by Tamil Nadu on the
ground that it would eat into the state’s
share of Cauvery water as adjudicated by
the court in 2018.

The Karnataka Pradesh Congress
Committee, which had labelled the march
the ‘Walk for Water’, has temporarily sus-
pended it citing rising Covid-19 cases, and
saying it would resume when the crisis
subsided.

The project

Proposed by Karnataka, the project envis-
ages a reservoir near Ontigondluy, about 1.5
km from Mekedatu (which literally means
goat's leap) in Ramanagara district of south
Karnataka at the confluence of the Cauvery
and Arkavathirivers. Itis 4 km from the Tamil
Nadu border and 100 km from Bengaluru.

In 2013, the Congress government in
Karnataka headed by Siddaramaiah pre-
pared a feasibility report for the reservoir
project with a storage capacity of 67.16
thousand million cubic feet (TMCF) of wa-
ter that would aim to supply 4.75 TMCF to
Bengaluru and its surrounding areas, be-
sides generating 400 megawatts of hydro-
electric power. The project was estimated
to costRs 5,000 crore at the time. It was pro-
posed to be built across an area of 5,252
hectares, including 1,869 hectares of reserve
forest land.

The project will need multiple clear-
ances from the Centre and courts as it in-
volves the Cauvery water sharing dispute.

Current status
InJanuary 2019, the then Congress-JD(S)

Siddaramaiah, D K Shivakumar and
other Congress leaders during the
march near Bengaluru on Tuesday. P11
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state government headed by H D
Kumaraswamy submitted a detailed project
report to the Central Water Commission
and the Cauvery Water Management
Authority (CWMA). The report is yet to be
approved.

The project also needs environmental

clearances since large portions of forest
land will be submerged if the reservoir is
built. Environmentalists have raised con-
cerns about this and about an elephant cor-
ridor that would be covered by the pro-
posed reservoir.

The project can only be executed with

the consent of Tamil Nadu, which has al-
ready challenged it.

The politics

With ayear to go for the Assembly elec-
tions, the protest by the state Congress is
being seen as an effort to attract voters in
south Karnataka through the emotive issue.
The Congress is hoping to displace the ]D(S)
as the most influential party in the
Vokkaliga heartland. These are the two
main rivals in this region, where 80 of the
state’s 224 seats are at stake. The ruling BJP
has a very small presence here.

The Meketadu march or ‘Walk for
Water’ is the brainchild of KPCC president D
K Shivakumar who is seen as aspiring to be-
come Chief Minister. The 10-day march
sought to build a narrative that the BJP gov-
ernments, both in the state and at the
Centre, are not in a position to implement
the project.

To prevent the Congress from seizing the
narrative, the JD(S) has announced its own
programme to collect water from 15 rivers
from January 26 to hold a Ganga puja.
Kumaraswamy has said the Congress only

proposed the Mekedatu project but it was
the JD(S) that prepared the detailed project
report.

Halt to the march

On Wednesday, the Karnataka High
Court questioned the BJP government in the
state as well as the Congress on how the
march could be carried out when the gov-
ernment has imposed curbs on all gather-
ings due to the recent rise in Covid cases.

The BJP has alleged that the protest
march is a primary cause for the rise in
Covid numbers.

Congress leaders Shivakumar and
Siddaramaiah, following consultations with
other party leaders, announced on Thursday
that the protest would be suspended tem-
porarily. The state leaders had reportedly re-
ceived a signal from the party central lead-
ership to call off the march as it could
damage the party outside of Karnataka.

The 10-day march was supposed to tra-
verse over 100 km and culminate ina mas-
sive rally in Bengaluru on January 19. When
halted, it had traversed around 30 km over
four days.
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SR. NAME OF NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING DATE [  AMOUNT/ WEBSITE OF NODAL
No. BOARD/ CLOSING DATE | EMD (APPROX.) | THE BOARD | OFFICER/CONTACT
CORP/AUTH TIME IN RUPEES CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
1 HARYANA DESIGN, ENGINEERING, SUPPLY, STORAGE, CIVIL 13.01.2022 EMD 2.63 LACS | haryanatourism.gov.in 9996107464
TOURISM CORPO- | WORK, ERECTION OF SUITABLE STRUCTURE, 24.01.2022 ©e2009htc@gmail.com
RATION LIMITED INSTALLATION, TESTING AND COMMISSIONING o
OF ROOF TOP SOLAR PV PROJECT 2 NOS. OF 150
KW EACH AT MANSA DEVI & NADA SAHIB
2| ouhmANe wOENOVATION, FEPAIR & mgﬂ;g%ﬁéﬁx 14.01.2022 EMD 30500/ | haryanatourism.gov.n 9996107464
RATION LIMITED PANCHKULA ' 19.01.2022 £e2009htc@gmail.com
6920/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
iy SOVERNMENT OF HarRVANA I ESLNEI=A % |
SR.| NAME OF NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING DATE | AMOUNT/EMD | WEBSITE OF | NODAL OFFICER/|
NO.| BOARD/ CLOSING DATE | (APPROX.) IN THE BOARD CONTACT
CORPJAUTH (TIME) RUPEES CORP/AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
1. | MAHARISHI TENDER FOR EQUIPMENT OF 14.01.2022 11.65 LACS | www.mdu.ac.in 9896091443
DAYANAND CHEMISTRY DEPARTMENT 05.02.2022 hod.chem@
UNIVERSITY mdurothak.ac.in
ROHTAK
2. | MAHARISHI | CONSTRUCTION OF SECOND FLOOR OF EXISTING 12.01.2022 370 LACS | https:/mdurohtak. | 9991366698
DAYANAND | ACADEMIC BLOCK BUILDING (CIVIL, PH. AND E.I.) 02.02.2022 etenders.hry.nic.in xen.civil@
UNIVERSITY MDU-CPAS, GURUGRAM. mdurothak.ac.in
ROHTAK
3. | MAHARISHI | ANNUAL MAINTENANCE CONTRACT FOR 04 NOS. 13.01.2022 4.38 LACS | https://mdurohtak. | 9991366698
DAYANAND | ‘KONE’ LIFTS INSTALLED AT MDU ROHTAK (02 NOS. |  02.02.2022 etenders.hry.nic.in xen.civil@
UNIVERSITY | LIFTS OF 13 PASSENGERS INSTALLED IN PARIK- mdurothak.ac.in
ROHTAK SHA SADAN AND 02 NOS. LIFTS OF 16 PASSEN-
GERS INSTALLED IN UNIVERSITY SECRETARIAT).
6923/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
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KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LTD.

(A Government of India Undertaking)
Head Office, Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link Project,
Satyam Complex, Marble Market, Greater Kailash, P.O. Sainik Colony,
Jammu -180011, Jammu & Kashmir, Tel: +91 - 191 - 2484778
OPEN e-TENDER

Tender Notice No.: KR-PD-JK-AV-01-2022 dtd. 13/01/2022
Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd. invites "Open e-Tender" in "Single Packet System"
from experienced agencies for "Engagement of Professional Agency for Monitoring
Progress from Km 25.000 to Km 72.935 & Km 91.200 to Km 101.635 by Aerial
Videography in Connection with the Construction of Katra-Dharam Section of
Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link Project, Jammu & Kashmir." Approx. Cost
of the Work: T11.11 Lakhs. Earnest Money: X 22,200/- to be submitted through online
payment modes available on IREPS portal only. Completion Period of Contract: 12
Months. Submission of Tender: 14/02/2022 up to 15.00 hrs. Opening of Tender:
14/02/2022 @ 15.30 hrs. Cost of Tender Form: Nil. For further details and updates
please visit https://www.ireps.gov.in Amendments / Corrigendum, if any, would be
hosted on the above website only.

Tender Notice

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Divisional Railway Manager (Commercial), Northern Railway, Moradabad for & on behalf of the President of India,
invites sealed applications:-

Government Of Meghalaya

MEGHALAYA INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
& FINANCE CORPORATION

Corrigendum Notice

With reference to the Previous Advertisement No: MIDFC/MITP-
PMC/15/2021-22-137, Dated:7/12/2021 for the engagement of a
“Project Management Consultancy (PMC)” for the Meghalaya
Integrated Transport Project (MITP), World Bank Funded Project,
the last date for the submission of the EOI has been extended to
the 24th January 2022. For more details please Vvisit
http://megplanning.gov.in

-Sd-
Chief Operations Officer
(COO, MIDFC)

MIPR No. 1709
dt. 13/12/2022

SN | Application of appointment of|Compl¢  Cost EMD | Address of | Date & time Website Detailed
JANSADHARAN TICKET BOOKING| -tion of the office for Terms and Conditions
SEWAK at Railway Stations of| Period|Application from | submission | |ocation and JTBA

o L Form where the of the
Moradabad Division are invited. Name Applicati A form where complete
pplication| Application PN
of stations & No. of JTBS is as under:- form can be| & opening of distribution of JTBS
Applicable of other Area. purchased | Application can be seen etc.
Baerilly-15, Haridwar-14, Dehradun-9, Commercial| Submission |www.nr.indianrailways.
1. Moradabad-14, Hapur-14, Branch of FORMS for gov.in
Shah%%nlﬁir-1i, H%rdsi-gv Che;rgdausi- 3 Rs.295/- of the station  |Notice board is located
, Roorkee-9, Rampur-18, i ; ;
Rishikesh.5, Najbabad-b, Laksar-5, | o> | Per |20 OMO8of | uplo14.00 | in the Commercial
Amroha-9, Raiwala-2, pilkhuwa-3, application | Rs. ol hrs, . Branch Of.th? office
Balamau-1, Sandila-2, Gajraula-4, form for allway which will of the Divisional
Dhampur-2, Chandpursiau-2, each station Manager, 10.02.2022 Railway Manager,
Jwalapur-1, Sitapur City-1, Northern | 5pen on same Northern
Pitamberpur-2, Raja Kasahaspur-2, Railway, | gay at 15:00 | Railway, Moradabad
Tilhar-2, Kotdwara-5, Bulandshahr-2, Moradabad hrs
Babrala-2, Bijnor-3, Nagina-2,
Garhmudtesar-2, Seohara-2, Roza-2,
Kanth-2, Haldaur-2, Motichur-2,
Muazzampur Narain-2, Katghar-2,
Madhoganj-2, Bangarmau-2, Khurja
city-2, Mandidhanaura-2, Daftra-2,
Anjhisshahabad-2, RajgahatNarora-2,
Asafpur-2, BishartGang-2, Mallawan-
2, Autroliroad-2, Dibai-2, Hakimpur-2,
NM-2
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Notice No. 1/JTBS/Policy/2006-Pt-2 Dated : 13.01.2022
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steering canopy, custom trailer, water cannon for crowd control.

Patrolling Moter Boat with 10 Seater, 40 HP Petrol Engine Remote
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UNIVERSITY OF JAMMU

(NAAC Accredited "A+" Grade)

[ EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

On behalf of the Vice-Chancellor, University of Jammu, Jammu, Expression of
Interest is invited from the reputed Chartered Accoutants/Firms (CAG empanelled) for
providing Accounting, Auditing and Tax related services for the financial year 2022-23 to
2023-24.

The Expression of Interest can be obtained from the office of undersigned against
payment of non-refundable fee of Rs. 2500/- in the shape of Demand Draft in favour of
Registrar, University of Jammu w.e.f. 17-01-2022. Expression of Interest can also be
downloaded from the University website www.jammuuniversity.in and the fee in the
shape of DD shall have to be enclosed with the Expression of Interest subscribed.

The Expression of Interest, duly completed and sealed (with firm’s profile) must reach in
the office of the undersigned by or before 10-02-2022 upto 4.00 p.m. The earnest money
deposit of Rs. 25,000/~ in the shape of CDR/FDR pledged in favour of Registrar,
University of Jammu should be enclosed with the Expression of Interest.

For further detail information about the Expression of Interest, please log on to University
website www.jammuuniversity.inand JK tenders.

No: JU/IA/22/9022-26
Dated : 10-01-2022

Sd/-
REGISTRAR

SEARCH OF MISSING

General public is hereby informed that one
female (depicted in the photo), Namely: Sonam
Devi, W/o: Raj Kumar, R/o: H.No.7, Ambedkar
Colony, Bijwasan, New Delhi. Aged: 33 years,
has been missing/kidnapped since 04.01.2022
atabout 3:30 PM from the above address. In this |
regard, a vide DD No. 96-A, Dated 05.01.2022,
has been lodged at P.S. Kapashera, New Delhi
Her physical description is as under:

Height: 52" Feet, Complexion: Wheatish, Face: Round, Built:
Medium, Wearing: Pink Colour Suit Salwar & Slipperin Feet.

Any person is having any information/clue about this missing female,
may inform SHO, Kapashera, New Delhi at E-mail:
cicchbi@cbi.nic.in or website: http://cbi.nic.in  Fax: 011-
230111334, Tele No. : 011-23014046 (Direct), 011-23015229,
23015218 extn. 210 SHO

P.S. Kapashera, New Delhi

Sonam Devi

DP/999/SW/2022 Ph.: 011-25063758, 25066105
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APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed
that one male namely Naresh S/o
Unknown R/o Unknown Age about
50 years, Height 5'4", Complexion
Wheatish, Face Long, Built Thin,
Wearing White & Red Printed T-shirt,
Black Lower & Printed Grey colour
socks in feet was found dead at
Below Geeta Colony Flyover, Near Sai Bhawan, Geeta
Colony, Delhi on 11.01.2022. In this regard a DD No.
60-A dated 11.01.2022 has been lodged at PS Geeta
Colony, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this
deceased male may kindly inform to the following

PS Geeta Colony, Delhi
Ph. 011-22506665, 22184453

DP/699/SHD/2022

[®®] NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-tender Notice Number:- CM-1/Saini./Pay & Use
Toilet/SKB/2022 Date : 12.01.2022
Following e-tender on prescribed tender forms are invited by the Senior
Divisional Commercial Manager, Divisional Railway Manager's Office,
North Central Railway, Prayagraj on behalf of President of India.

16/2022

Contract of Normal Pay & Use Toilets at
Shikohabad Railway Station (PF-01/02 & in
Circulating Area) on operation and maintenance
(O&M) basis.

Three Years

e-tender No.

Name of work and
Station:

Period of Contract:

Minimum Reserved L/Fee

of Contract for 01 years: ¥ 86,807.00
Minimum Reserved L/Fee

of Contract for 03 years: ¥2,79,077.00
Earnest Money: < 8,700.00
Cost of Tender Form: < 1,180.00

Time & date for the
opening of tender:
Website & Notice where the full detail of tender can be seen: E-tender
forms shall be available on www.ireps.gov.in upto 13:00 hrs. on 14.02.2022
from the date of opening of the e-tender. The e-tender Notice can also be
viewed on Railway's web site www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in. 46/22(R)

@ CPRO NCR

At 15:00 hrs. on 14.02.2022

f North central railways www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in
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NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

NOTICE OF INVITING TENDER
E-Tender Notice No. SNT-JP-30-2021-22
DRM (S&T)/ North Western Railway /
Jaipur, for and on behalf of the President
of India, invite E-Tenders from registered
tenderer/bidders for the following work.
Sr. No.: 1. Particulars: Name of work
with its location, Description: Provision
of Health Management Information
System (HMIS) at Central Hospital NWR
with 2 sub units and 02 Sub Divisional
Hospital at Rewari and Bandikui and 04
Health units of Jaipur Division over NWR
Jaipur. Sr. No. : 2, Particulars: Tender
Value (Rs): Description: 5170422.57/-,
Sr. No.3, Particulars: Earnest Money to
be deposited(EMD) (Rs): Description:
103400.00/-, Sr. No. 4., Particulars:
Tender submission & closing Date & Time
on website: Description: 04/02/2022, Up
to 15.00 hrs., Sr. No. 5, Particulars:
Website Particulars & Notice board
location, Description: www.ireps.gov.in
DRM office/NWR/Jaipur. 800-SRi21

Please join us on " Ml @ =/NWRailways

E-Tendering
Tender Notice No. 03/2022

Divisional Railway Manager (Engg.)
North Eastern Railway Izatnagar for and
behalf of president of India invites
"OPEN" e-tender through on Line (E-
Tendering) for the following work.
S.N.1. Description of work: Construction of
Type-11=02 Qtr's BHI for RPF Qtr staff at
BHI stations. (under sanctioned work
Construction of Type-IV-01 Qtr (KSJ-01
units) & Type-111-04 Qtr's (KPV-01, KGM-
01, KIN-01, PBE-01 units) and Type-II=08
Qtr's (RUPC-02, BHI-02, LKU-01, KPV-
01, FBD-02 units) for RPF staff at different
stations). Approx Value: ¥ 20,69,859.48.,
E.M.D. Money: T 41,400/-. Cost of Tender
Forms: ¥ 0.00. Completion time/period
from the date of issue of acceptance letter:
06 Months.
1. On line e-tender can be submitted up to
15.00 hrs. on dated 08.02.2022. 2. For full
details and submission of bid please see
the Indian Railways IREPS website
www.ireps. gov.in.

Divisional Railway Mana%er (Engg),
CPRO/W-348 zzatnagar
About any passenger amenity complaint
SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955

Do not travel with inflammable
article in train
| “"IMPORTAN |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

e DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (E&M) |

CHANDRAWAL WATER WORKS NO.
CIVIL LINES: DELHI-110054; E-MAIL ID: eeenm1chwtp@gmail.com

1,

PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER NO.

18 (2021-22)

S. Subject Earnest
Money

(in Rs.)

Estimated
Cost

Tender
Fee (in
Rs.)

Date & ID of release
of tender in e-
procurement solution

Last date of
submission
of tender

Engagement of stafffmanpower for smooth Running
Operation of various units of Chandrawal Water works-II

Item Rate | 97700/~

500/-

12.01.2022
2022_DJB_214639_1

25.01.2022 at
12.15 PM

n

S.I.T.C. of Heavy-Duty Submersible Pump Sets for 8 MGD
Recycling plant at Chandrawal Water Works.

Item Rate | 100000/~

500/-

12.01.2022
2022_DJB_214639_2

25.01.2022 at
12.15 PM

w

Engagement of stafffmanpower for smooth Running| ltem Rate | 98300/-

Operation of various units of Chandrawal Water works-I

500/-

12.01.2022
2022_DJB_214639_3

25.01.2022 at
12.15 PM

IS

Electrification of 3 Nos. of DJB Parks at Majnu Ka Tila
(Aruna Nagar) and Other Various Sites of Delhi Jal Board
under the command of Chandrawal Water Works.

Item Rate |195000/-

1000/

12.01.2022
2022_DJB_214639_4

25.01.2022 at
12.15 PM

This tender is available at the E-Portal website: https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1001(2021-22)

HAND WASH REGULARLY”

“STOP CORONAVIRUS - WEAR MASK, MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING,

Sd/-
(S.P. Gautam)
EE (E&M) |

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
EX-SERVICEMAN CONTRIBUTORY HEALTH SCHEME (ECHS)
STATION HQ (ECHS CELL), AFS HINDAN
PHONE : 0120 -2670025, email:stnhqechshindan@gmail.com

gov.in ¥ f&Hish 20.01.2022 T TGS H ST Fohell 2 | /-
FHrUTe AT
Bich WL AiTSTehl WIS
66785 HITSATE (D)

Expression of Interest (Eol) for ToT of

DRDO developed

“Granules for Bio-Degradable Bags”

Technology/ product are:-
* A alternate to conventional single use plastic.
* Eco friendly, Bio-degradable and Home compostable.

* Bio-degradable within 60 days.
* Home compostable in 90 days.
e Fully tested and certified.

* Printable in multiple colors based on user requirement.
» Cost effective.

Licensing Agreement for Transfer of Technology (LAToT).

Technologies (Dual Use / Commercial Technologies).

davp 10301/11/0140/2122

Polythene bags/ bottles have become persistent threats to environment. The pollution
caused by all pervasive polythene based packing material is having inadvertent impact
on nature. Plastics and polyethylene takes about 200-300 years to decompose on its
own. The efforts to recycle plastic by collection and segregation are tedious and costly.
Keeping in view of ill effects of pervasive usage of plastics and polyethylene bags,
various options are being researched to replace these hazardous materials.
In such efforts, DRDO scientists have developed Granules for bio-degradable bags to
replace single use polyethylene bags. The single use bags is based on a formulation
developed using PBAT starch and food graded additives. The salient features of the

* No harm to animals/ aquatic life by disposal/ consumption.

DRDO is willing to transfer the technology to industries for mass production to the benefit
of society and mankind. ‘Nil’ ToT Fee to be paid by industry to DRDO for entering into

Interested Industries may apply for ToT by submitting Eol by email only before 30th
June 2022. The detailed information to apply for ToT can be downloaded from DRDO
website (https://www.drdo.gov.in/transfer-technologies) under Category B

Director, DIITM
DRDO Hqrs

-Sd-

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

ECHS Polyclinic Hindan for a period of one year for ESM and 11 months for the civil candidates

1. ECHS invites applications to engage following Medical, Para Medical & Non Medical Staff on contractual basis in

Appointment Minimum Qualification No. of Fixed .
Vacancies | Remuneration

Medical Specialist | MD/MS in Specialty concerned. Minimum 03 years in specialty after PG. 01 % 1,00,000/-

Medical Officer MBBS. Minimum 03 years experience after internship. 04 T 75,000/-

Dental Officer BDS. Minimum 03 years experience after internship. 01 T 75,000/-

Nursing Assistant DMN, Diploma/Class-I (Armed Forces). Minimum 05 years of work experience 03 ¥ 28,100/-

Dental Assistant / Diploma holder in Dental Hygienist / Class-I DH / DORA. Minimum 03 years 01 % 28,100/-

Technician/Hygienist| of work experience.

Pharmacist B Pharma or 10+2 with PCB and Diploma Pharmacy. Minimum 03 years of 03 % 28,100/-
work experience.

Lab Technician B.Sc (Medical Lab Technology) or 10+2 with Science and DMLT. Minimum 03 01 % 28,100/-
years of work experience.

Lab Assistant DMLT/Class-I Lab Tech (Armed Forces). Minimum 05 years of work experience 01 ¥ 28,100/-

Data Entry Operator | Graduate / Class-I Clerical Trade (Armed Forces). Minimum 05 years of work 01 ¥ 28,100/-
experience.

Driver Education-8" Class / Class-I, Driver MT (Armed Forces). Posses a civil 01 % 19,700/-
driving license (LMV). Minimum 05 years of work experience.

Female Attendant Literate. Minimum 05 years of work experience. 01 % 16,800/-

Peon Education-8" Class / Class-I, GD trade for Armed Forces Personnel, Minimum 01 3 16,800/-
05 years of work experience.

Safaiwala -Do- 01 3 16,800/-

approach concerned ECHS Polyclinic for details. Preference will be given to the Ex-Servicemen.

2022 will not be accepted

Diploma / Course, Work Experience and Discharge Book, PPO, Service Records and 02 PP

2. ForTerms & Conditions, Application Form & Remuneration. Kindly see our website www.echs.gov.in . For additional details,
please Contact, Stn HQ (ECHS Cell) AFS Hindan at Telephone No. 0120-2670025 & email idstnhgechshindan@gmail.com. Also

3. Last date of receipt of application as per format given at our website. Application as per requisite format along with self
attested photocopies of testimonials in support of Educational Qualifications and Work Experiences will be submitted to OIC
Stn HQ (ECHS Cell / Polyclinic), AFS Hindan by 15 February 2022 in duplicate. Any application receipt after 15 February

4. Interview Date, Timing & Venue. The same will be intimated to candidates through e-mail and telephonically.
Candidates must bring all the Original Certificate/Mark Sheets/Degree of 10" /Matric, 10+2 & Graduation / Post Graduation /

interview. No TA/DA is admissible. Only candidates meetings the Qualitative Requirements may apply.

size photographs at the time of

NOTICE INVITING OPEN TENDER
TENDER Notice No. 07/TRD/DNR/OT/21-
22 The Divisional Railway Manager, E.C.
Railway Danapur invites sealed open tender
online (E-tendering) on behalf of the
President of India for the following works.
Tender No. (A) TRD/DNR/OT/09/21-22 01.
Name of work with its location: Annual
Maintenance contract of transmission with
axle drive, traction motor with alternator,
lifting & swiveling platform with DG sets &
control system including complete electrical
circuits (excluding engine ) for 4/8 Wheeler
tower wagons of TRD, DNR Division for 1
year. 02. Approx cost of the work (NIT
value): Rs.49,60,374/- 03. Eamest money
to be deposited: Rs.99,200/- Cost of
tender document: Rs.3000/- Tender No.
(B) TRD/DNR/OT/10/21-22 01. Name of
work with its location: Painting and Writing
of SED values, Location of Masts,
Temperature and Y measurement of ATD's
on OHE mast over Danapur division. 02.
Approx cost of the work (NIT value): Rs.
31,25,592/- 03. Eamest money to be
deposited: Rs. 62,500/- Cost of tender
document: Rs.3000/- 04. Date & Time for
submission of tender and opening of
Tender: The tender have to be submitted
online on www.ireps.gov.in upto 12.00 hrs.
on the date of opening i.e. 11.02.2022 and
will be opened on the same day at 12.30 hrs.
05. Website particulars, notice board
location where complete details of
tender can be seen and address of the
office from where the tender form can be
purchased etc. Detailed tender notice,
eligibility criteria & tender documents can be
seen from the CRIS website:
http./iwww.ireps.gov.in & full details of
notice can be seen on notice board of Sr.
DEE(TRD)/E.C. Railway/Danapur. All
corrigendum will be uploaded on website if

required. Divisional Railway/Manager
East Central Railway, Danapur.
PR/001504/DNR/ETRD/T/21-22/52
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0ur Army always puts the Nation first.
I — | salute all those great individuals
who sacrificed their lives while serving the Nation.

F

ke 3

India will never forget our valiant heroes.¢

OUR FALLEN HEROES IN THE YEAR

( RANK NAME ARMS/SERVICES ( RANK NAME ARMS/SERVICES RANK NAME ARMS/SERVICES
NAIB SUBEDAR RAVINDER, SM INFANTRY SEPOY VIKESH KUMAR SAH INFANTRY SEPOY VAISAKH H MECHANISED INFANTRY
NAIK NISHANT SHARMA MECHANISED INFANTRY HAVILDAR KASHIRAY BAMMANALLI ENGINEERS SUBEDAR EBENEZAR AMADALA ARTILLERY
SEPOY LAXMAN INFANTRY NAIB SUBEDAR SREEJITH M, SM INFANTRY HAVILDAR DEB KUMAR BHATTACHARJEE ARTILLERY
LANCE DAFADAR DEEPAK KUMAR ARMOURED SEPOY MARUPROLU JASWANTH KUMAR REDDY  INFANTRY HAVILDAR AJIT KUMAR SHUKLA ARTILLERY
HAVILDAR NIRMAL SINGH INFANTRY NAIK GURJANT SINGH INFANTRY SUBEDAR AJAY SINGH INFANTRY
BATTERY HAVILDAR MAJOR  KULDEEP SINGH ARTILLERY SUBEDAR KRUSHNA CHANDRA PANDA INFANTRY RIFLEMAN YOGAMBAR SINGH INFANTRY
HAVILDAR PINKU KUMAR INFANTRY SEPOY BOOPATHI § ARMY SERVICE CORPS RIFLEMAN VIKRAM SINGH NEGI INFANTRY
LIEUTENANT COLONEL RISHUBH SHARMA ARMY AVIATION SUBEDAR RAM SINGH INFANTRY HAVILDAR HARENDRA SINGH RAWAT INFANTRY
RIFLEMAN PRADEEP KUMAR INFANTRY LANCE DAFADAR JOGINDER SINGH ARMOURED SEPOY HIMANSHU INFANTRY
GUNNER SAYAN GHOSH ARTILLERY SIGNALMAN BEEPRIN BICHHWALIA SIGNALS SEPOY BRIJESH RAUTELA INFANTRY
NAIK K DEVENDRAN ENGINEERS COLONEL ASHWANI KUMAR INFANTRY HAVILDAR RANJEET KUMAR ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS
NAIK UTTAM KUMAR SINGH SIGNALS HAVILDAR SUDHEESH KUMAR 8 ENGINEERS NAIK DEVA ANAND A ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS
NAIK PANDRANKI CHANDRA RAO EME NAIK RAMARAO VANJARAPU ENGINEERS SEPOY KAMAL DEV VAIDYA INFANTRY
SUBEDAR DOIPHODE LAXMAN SANTU SIGNALS SEPOY PRABHJOT SINGH INFANTRY HAVILDAR KAILASH CHAND GURJAR MECHANISED INFANTRY
NAIK MANISH KUMAR SIGNALS SEPOY JAGRAJ SINGH INFANTRY SEPOY LOVEPREET SINGH INFANTRY
HAVILDAR HAOBIJAM PREMANANDA SINGH ARTILLERY HAVILDAR MOHD SALEEM AKHOON INFANTRY LIEUTENANT COLONEL ABHEET SINGH BATTH ARMY AVIATION
NAIK BADAL SINGH CHANDEL INFANTRY NAIB SUBEDAR SUDHAKER SINGH - ARTILLERY CAPTAIN JAYANT JOSHI ARMY AVIATION
HAVILDAR GANESH YADAV ARTILLERY HAVILDAR BHADOURIA KULDIP SURESH MECHANISED INFANTRY. HAVILDAR RAKESH KUMAR INFANTRY
LANCE DAFADAR VIKRAM SINGH ARMOURED SUBEDAR RAM SHANKER ENGINEERS HAVILDAR GURNINDER SINGH INFANTRY
NAIB SUBEDAR PARWINDER SINGH INFANTRY SUBEDAR VIRENDRA KUMAR ARTILLERY SOWAR SHANAVAS A ARMOURED
SEPOY PARABJEET SINGH INFANTRY SEPOY RAVI.CHANDRAN R INFANTRY SUBEDAR DAMBAR CHAND INFANTRY
SEPOY AMARDEEP SINGH INFANTRY NAIK RATHOD/JASHAVANTSINH JAVANSING ARMY SERVICE CORPS NAIB SUBEDAR JAIPAL SINGH CHAHAR INFANTRY
SEPOY PARGHAT SINGH INFANTRY SEPOY. KARN VEER'SINGH | INFANTRY HAVILDAR RAJESH KUMAR ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS
NAIB SUBEDAR NITUL GOGOI INFANTRY NAIB SUBEDAR JASWINDER SINGH, SM MECHANISED INFANTRY GUNNER VISHAL KUMAR ARTILLERY
SEPOY POLUKANTI SIVAGANGADHAR EME NAIK MANDEEP SINGH INFANTRY COLONEL VIPLAV TRIPATHI INFANTRY
SEPOY SASANKHA SEKHAR SAMAL EME NAIK GAJJAN SINGH INFANTRY MAJOR PANKAJ KUMAR PANDAY INFANTRY
NAIB SUBEDAR VIJAY KUMAR SHARMA EME SEPOY SARAJ SINGH INFANTRY MAJOR MAYANK VISHNOI, SM INFANTRY
\_NAIK ABHILASH KUMAR § EME L

Visit us at www.indianarmy.nic.in

l’i www.facebook.com/Indianarmy.adgpi ['_': www.twitter.com/adgpi

I3 adgpi-indianarmy

(] @indianarmy.adgpi . 10157/13/0005/2122
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GOLD RUPEE OIL SILVER

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, JANUARY 15,2022
& 47005 & 37415 & $83.75 & 61,005

Note: Gold, silver rates at Delhi spot market, gold per 10g, silver per 1 kg; Crude oil (Indian basket) as of January 13

22

SENSEX: 61,223.03 ¥ 12.27 (-0.02%) NIFTY:18,255.75 ¥ 2.05 (-0.01%) NIKKEI: 28,124.28 ¥ 364.85 HANG SENG: 24,383.32 ¥ 4645 FISE:7,549.50 ¥ 14.35 DAX:15,906.69 ¥ 12490

International market data till 1900 IST

Banks’ investment
portfolio: RBI pitches
for new classification,
valuation norms

DPIIT Secy: Dynamic pricing,
cost optimisation key to ONDC

Officer RS Sharma, to decide on

~ COMPETITION WATCH -
DEAL STREET

NCLAT to hear plea
challenging CCI
order: What next for

Anil Aggarwal, Additional

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU ADVISORY COUNCIL Secretary, DPIIT, said the ONDC  the steps required todesignand ~ ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14 would standardise operations  accelerate adoption of ONDC. NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14
AmaZ()n_Future deal B The ONDCis aimed at such cataloguing, inventory Nilekani said ONDC would

DYNAMIC PRICING, inventory providing an alternative management, order manage- expand thee-commerce market  AIMING TO align the investment

management and optimisation to proprietary e- ment, and order fulfilmentand significantly. “I would recom-  portfolio of banks with the global

of delivery cost will be key to the commerce platforms, as allow small businesses to use  mend that everybody get on-  prudential framework and ac-
AASHISHARYAN REPLIES ASKED success of the Open Network for well as reducing the cost “any compatible ONDC app in-  board now and participateinthe  counting standards, the Reserve
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14 Digital Commerce (ONDC) ini- of doing business stead of being governed by spe-  most exciting business transfor- ~ Bank of India (RBI) on Friday pro-

B The NCLAT, while tiative of the government, a sen- cific platform-centric policies.”  mation happeningintheworld.”  posed new norms for their classi-

THENATIONAL Company Law rejecting Amazon'’s ior official said on Friday. B The government has “So what happens, small He further said that the pro-  fication and valuation.
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) plea to put on hold The ONDC is aimed at pro- set up an advisory businesses would be abletouse  tocols being designed for ONDC According to a discussion pa-
has agreed to hear Amazon'’s CCI's decision, viding an alternative to propri- council todecide on the any compatible ONDC app in-  were “best in class” and would  per by the central bank, ‘Review
plea challenging the Compe- asked both the etary e-commerce platforms, as steps required to design stead of being governed by spe-  allow a wide set of participants of Prudential Norms for
tition Commission of India’s regulator and well as reducing the cost of do- and accelerate adoption cific platform-centric policies  tointer-operate and contribute. ~ Classification, Valuation and TheReserve Bank has invited
(CCI) decision to suspend the Future Coupons to ing business. of ONDC and this opens up multiple op- ONDC, hesaid, willalsohave ~ Operations of Investment commentson thediscussion
company'’s 2019 deal with file their reply “Three important things in tions to small businesses to be  alarge number of publicspirited  Portfolio of Commercial Banks’,  paper from stakeholders by
Future Coupons. The NCLAT, within next 10 days ONDC (are)dynamic pricing, in- discoverable over the network  shareholders. “I am told that  the newbank portfolio classifica-  February 15. File

on Thursday, while rejecting
Amazon’s plea to put on hold
CCT's decision, asked both the
regulator and Future Coupons
to file their reply within the
next 10days.

Why does Amazon want
the NCLAT to set aside the
CCI decision on Future
Couponsdeal?

A primary argument that
Amazon pleaded before the
NCLAT was that since the deal
with Future Coupons was
signed in 2019, the CCI could
not have gone back more than
12 months to review and sub-
sequently suspend the deal.
The counsel for Amazon also
questioned how
the competition
regulator could
have revisited its
own order allow-
ingthe deal almost
after two years.

In its Decem-
ber 17 order stay-
ing the Amazon deal with
Future Coupons, the CCl had
also asked Amazon to seek a
fresh approval for the deal by
filing out the Form II. Amazon
also took exception to this de-
mand by the CCl and said that
since the deal with Future
Coupons was strategic, the reg-
ulator could not have reviewed
theentiredeal. “FormIlis given
when thereis an activity. Here
the investment was, in the
event of the policy of the gov-
ernment of India changes or
youobtain the governmentap-
proval, there was a certain call
option. Because we have re-
ferred it (deal) as strategic, the
commission takesaview tore-
viewing the entire matter,”
counsel for Amazon Gopal
Subramaniam said.

EXPLAINED

Why did the CCI stay
Amazon’s deal with Future
Coupons two years after
approvingit?

Inits December order sus-
pending the deal, the CCl had
said that Amazon had “misled”

the regulator about its inten-
tions regarding its investment
inFuture Coupons. Initsorder,
the CCl had said that Amazon
had “misled the Commission
to believe, through false state-
mentsand material omissions,
that the combination and its
purpose were the interest of
Amazon in the business of
FCPL” . The regulator added
Amazon had suppressed “the
purpose of establishing strate-
gicalignmentand partnership
between Amazon Group and
FRL (Future Retail Ltd) as well
as have a ‘foot-in-the-door’ in
the India retail sector.”

Whatwill

happen nextin

the Amazon-

Future Coupons

legal tussle?

So far, both

. Amazon and

Future Group
have filed more than a dozen
casesagainsteachotherinvar-
ious forums, such as the Delhi
High Court, the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal and the Supreme
Court. Apart from this, both
these companies are also en-
gaged in arbitration at the
Singapore  International
Arbitration Centre (SIAC).

On the next hearing in the
NCLAT on February 2,Amazon
will try to prove why the CCI
could not haverevisiteditsear-
lier order when it had granted
itsapproval for the deal, while
Future is likely to argue that
since the deal has now been
suspended, the NCLAT should
not entertain the plea.

Apart from the NCLAT,
Amazonand Future Group are
alsobattling the case outinthe
Supreme Court, where the
Future Group has challenged
the Delhi High Court’s refusal
to grant stay on an arbitration
tribunal decision refusing toin-
terfere with the Emergency
Award (EA) of the SIAC.

—— BRIEFLY —
PM, startups

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will Saturd-
ay interact with over 150
startups via video. He will
also address World Econo-
mic Forum’s online Davos
Agenda summit January 17.

WPlinflation

New Delhi: Wholesale price
index (WPI)-based inflation
bucked the 4-month rising
trend in December 2021,
and eased to 13.56 per cent.

GST arrests

New Delhi: Directorate Gen-
eral of GST Intelligence offi-
cials arrested one person for
operatingasyndicate and is-
suing fake invoices of Rs
4,521 crore for availing input
tax credit (ITC) benefit. PTI

Citibizsale

Singapore: Citigroup will sell
its consumer business in 4
southeast Asian nations to
Singapore’s United Overseas
Bank for about $3.7 billion.

Tesla, dogecoin

Bengaluru: Tesla will accept
dogecoin as payment for its
merchandise and mini mo-
delsof electricvehicles, CEO
Elon Musk said. REUTERS

ventory management, and opti-
misation of delivery cost. All
these facilities will actually re-
duce the cost of doing business
foreverybody,” said AnuragJain,
Secretary, Department for Prom-
otion of Industry and Internal

Trade (DPIIT), during the launch
of ONDC national rollout strat-
egy ‘Reimagining the Future of
Digital Commerce with ONDC.
Jain noted that only larger
players had thus far been able to
take advantage of e-commerce.

and conduct their businesses,”
Agrawal added.

The government has set up
an advisory council, which in-
cludes Infosys co-founder
Nandan Nilekani and National
Health Authority Chief Executive

there is an enormous interest in
investing in ONDC.” Nilekani
said India will have a trillion dol-
larretail economy and evenif 10-
20 per cent of that goes online,
“we are talking” about $100-200
billion doing online.

‘Industry leaders confident of
economic recovery, expansion’

Optimism and confidence are high amongst Indian
businesses as several industry leaders are positive about the
economic growth and expansion, a Deloitte survey said

SURVEY DETAILS

The pre-budget survey by Deloitte
Touche Tohmatsu IndiaLLP
(DTTILLP) collated a total of 163
responses from 10 industries

~ O/, respondents said
g-l /0 Atmanirbhar
Bharat, coupled with monetary

policy actions by RBI, contributed
to bringing economy back on track

~55% business leaders believe providing extra tax incentives to

long-term investors for infrastructure investment can help promote growth

0/, respondents
4 5 / O believe that the
Budget should focus on

announcing incentives for
increased R&D spending

MAJOREXPECTATIONS
OF INDUSTRY LEADERS:

M Enhancing export
competitiveness

M Puttinginplace
competitive import tariffs
M Reducing administrative
inefficiencies

O/, respondents
> 7 5 / 0 positive about
India’s economic growth and

expansion
Source: Deloitte/PTI

~59% respondents believe that the country provides a

favourable atmosphere to run a business

‘PV sales skid 13% in
Dec, up 27% in CY2I'

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

WHOLESALE DESPATCHES of
passenger vehicles (PVs)declined
13 per cent t0 2,19,421 units year-
on-year (y-o-y)in December 2021
on account of semiconductor
woes, butifthe calendaryear per-
formance is seen, sales grew 27
per centto30.82 lakh units against
24.33 lakh units in 2020.

While this growth was due to
the low base of 2020 when there
was a period of total lockdown,
despatches above the 30-lakh unit
have happened only for the third
time since the Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers
(SIAM)began releasing suchdata.

Sales of PVs had crossed the
30-lakh mark for the first time in
CY 2017 when total sales stood at
32.3 lakh units. In CY 2018, PVs
were at 33.95 lakh units and fell to

29,62 lakh units in CY 2019.

Releasing the sales data for
Decemberand CY 2021 on Friday,
SIAM said the chip shortage situ-
ationis not likely toimprove inthe
short term, but expressed hope
that things will improve soon.

The sales numbers in October-
December quarter were also not
as per expectations for most of the
industry players as the festival sea-
son sales were very weak. Sales
across categories decreased by 22
per cent during the third quarter.

“Ifwe look at the third quarter
figures, passenger vehicle sales
were the lowest in the last five
years while the two-wheeler sales
were the lowest in the last nine
years. Similarly, commercial
vehicle sales were the lowest in
the last five years. Three-wheeler
segment is the worst-impacted,
with sales lowest in the last 13
years,” SIAM president Kenichi
Ayukawa said. FE

Collision of
India-bound

in Dubai: DGCA
seeks report

New Delhi: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has asked its UAE counterpart to
share the report of the probe into
the near collision of two India-
bound Emirates passenger jets
onJanuary 9 at the Dubaiairport.

The planes had come on the
same runway during take-off
from the airport. The DGCA has
asked UAE's General Civil
Aviation Authority (GCAA) to
share its investigation report on
thisincident.

DGCA chief Arun Kumar told
PTlon Friday: “Both are their reg-
istered aircraft and the place of
occurrence is their airportand so,
as per ICAO (International Civil
Aviation Organisation), it will be
investigated by them.” PTI

tion norms will come into effect
from April 1, 2023. It has invited
comments on the paper from
stakeholders by February 15.

As per the proposed norms,
the investment portfolio of banks
will be divided into three cate-
gories — held-to-maturity (HTM),
available for sale (AFS), and fair
value through profit and loss ac-
count (FVTPL). Within FVTPL,
held-for-trading (HFT) shall be a
sub-category aligned with the
specifications of ‘Trading Book’ as
per the Basel-IIl framework.

The new norms propose to
bridge the gap between the exist-
ing guidelines and global stan-
dards and practices with regards
toclassification, valuation and op-
erations of the investment port-
folio of commercial banks.

The extant instructions per-
taining to the prudential norms
onthe classification and valuation
of the investment portfolio are
largely based on the Report of

‘Battery PLI: RIL,
planes averted M&M, Hyundai
among bidders’

REUTERS
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

RELIANCE INDUSTRIES, Mahin-
dra & Mahindra and Hyundai
Motor Co are among companies
that have submitted bids under
the $2.4-billion battery scheme,
two sources told Reuters.

The government last year fi-
nalised the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme to en-
courage companies to invest in
the local manufacturing of bat-
teries as it looks to establish a do-
mestic supply chain for clean
transport and build storage
for renewable energy. Friday
was the last day to submit tech-
nical bids.

Softbank Group-backed Ola

GOVT'SAIM

B The government
wants to establish a total
of 50 gigawatt hours of
battery storage capacity
over five years, which it
expects will attract
direct investment of
about $6 billion

Electric, engineering conglom-
erate Larsen & Toubro and bat-
tery makers Amara Raja and
Exide have also submitted bids,
the sources said.

None of the companies
named by the sources immedi-
ately responded to requests for
comment.

Express awards honour leading women entrepreneurs

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI|, JANUARY 14

IT WILL arguably go down as an
evening toremember showcasing
agenuine corporate solidarity and
oneness of purpose in supporting
women entrepreneurship.

The Express Awards for
Women Entrepreneurs (or
ExpressAWE) announced on
Friday saw a tidal wave of entre-
preneurial success. But what also
added glitter and weight to the
memorableevening wererichand
insightful conversations between
industry veterans with takeaways
for life for the many leading and
budding women entrepreneurs.

The evening began with a
keynote interview of Sheryl
Sandberg, COO, Meta, by Anant
Goenka, executive director, The
Indian Express Group, which cov-
ered the entire changinglandscape
of women entrepreneurship.

The author of ‘LeanIn’,amile-
stone book for working women,
Sandberg urged the growing
number of women in Indian col-
leges not to “leave before you
leave”.

Congratulating The Indian
Express Group for instituting
ExpressAWE and for engaging in
conversations that matter,
Sandberg reminded thatwhile the
proverbial glass ceiling still needs
to be shattered by more women,
there was also a broken rung that
needed fixing.

2 kotak
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Ortoquote asnippet fromthe
interview: “Even before we get to
thatglass ceiling there is a broken
rung and it is that first promotion
tomanager... men are promoted
and hired based on their poten-
tial, women have to prove it... So
the inequity starts few years after
college.”

This was followed by a free
flowing and engaging discus-
sion between industry veterans
and the members of the jury
who chose the awards in the or-
ganisation/established business
segment.

Each of them a lodestar for
many budding entrepreneurs
(bothwomenand men)—Deepak
Parekh, chairman of HDFC and
also the jury chair; Arundhati

Bhattacharya, CEO and chairper-
son, Salesforce India; Kiran
Mazumdar-Shaw, executive chair-
person, Biocon and Biocon
Biologics; Preetha Reddy, execu-
tive vice chairperson, Apollo
Hospitals; and Zia Mody, co-
founder and managing partner,
AZB & Partners.

They discussed what was en-
ablingand hindering the ‘power of
Her’ and tried to address some cru-
cial questions around the chang-
inglandscape of women entrepre-
neurship in India, their advice to
budding women entrepreneurs,
what industry could do to enable
this, what government and poli-
cymakers could do to facilitate it
evenmore. Theyalsospared afew
minutes pondering on what they

would do differently if they were
to start all over again today. The
message that stood out in the dis-
cussionwas thatitwasimperative
for women entrepreneurs to stay
the course, nottogive upandtore-
member that their time has come.

Ahighlight of the evening was
adelightful and engaging conver-
sation between the Newsmaker of
the year award winner Falguni
Nayar, founder and CEO, Nykaa,
and the lifetime achievement
award winner Anu Aga, former
chairperson, Thermax. Looking at
arange of issues women leaders
grapple with and how they sort
them out and carve out a niche.
From the nurturing ingredients
that they build on to the role that
spousesand families play, the way
inheritance is viewed and how
merit really counts. This and a lot
more emerged from the discus-
sion between the two — one, a
leader who emerged as an icon of
entrepreneurship and leadership
inadversity and then go toinstitu-
tion-building while the other
made news and inspired others
with a deep entrepreneurial abil-
ity to spot an opportunity and en-
sure wealth creation for the stake-
holders while staying focussed on
brand building.

Watching the evening unfold,
one could not help but agree with
Deepak Parekh who in the name
of Harry Belafonte said, “Let us
conclude that women of today
are smarter than men in every

way!”FE
" N

EEDUCATION & SKILL DEVELOPMENT RISING SEGMENT
SUPRIYA PAUL, CEO & Co-Founder, Josh Talks
BFASHION & LIFESTYLE RISING SEGMENT
AKANKSHA ARORA, Chief Executive Officer, Tribe Amrapali
BMHEALTH& WELLNESS RISING SEGMENT
RUPAL MEHTA, Founder & CEO, MedMarvel Software Solutions Pvt Ltd
B MEDIA&ENTERTAINMENT RISING SEGMENT
DVLPADMA PRIYA, Co-Founder & Editorial Lead, Suno India
ESOCIAL IMPACT RISING SEGMENT
ISHITA SHARMA, Founder & CEO, MukkaMaar
B TECHNOLOGY RISING SEGMENT
JYOTISUDHIR, Director & COO, InventIndia Innovations
B E-COMMERCERISING SEGMENT
PALLAVIUTAGI, Founder & CEO, SuperBottoms
B TRAVEL & HOSPITALITY RISING SEGMENT
PALLAVIAGARWAL, Founder & CEO, GoStops Hospitality Pvt Ltd
EEDUCATION & SKILL DEVELOPMENT
DIVYA GOKULNATH, Co-Founder, BYJU'S
BFASHION & LIFESTYLE
ANITA DONGRE, Founder, House of Anita Dongre
BMHEALTH& WELLNESS
AMEERA SHAH, Managing Director, Metropolis Healthcare
EMEDIA& ENTERTAINMENT
SHRADHA SHARMA, Founder & Chief Editor, YourStory Media
ESOCIAL IMPACT
CHETNA SINHA, Founder, Mann Deshi Bank
ETECHNOLOGY
ANU ACHARYA, Founder & CEO, Mapmygenome
EFOOD & BEVERAGES
RAJNIBECTOR, Founder & Chairperson Emeritus,

Mrs Bector’s Food Specialities
B FICCI-FLOEXCELLENCE AWARD
SHOBHANA BHARTIA, Chairperson & Editorial Director, HT Media Limited
ELEGACY SPIN-OFF
LAVANYA NALLLI, Chairperson, Nalli Group of Companies
BMNEWSMAKER OF THE YEAR
FALGUNINAYAR, Founder CEO, Nykaa
M LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
ANU AGA, Former Chairperson, Thermax

Informal Group on Valuation of
Banks’ Investment Portfolio,
which was submitted in 1999.

The recommendations of this
informal group culminated in the
issue of prudential guidelines on
the investment portfolio in
October 2002, which forms the
basis of the current norms.

While the RBI has been tweak-
ing the guidelines in response to
situations as they emerge,a com-
prehensive review has not been
undertaken so far, resulting in a
wide gap between the country’s
norms and the global standards
and practices, the regulator said.

Itis against this backdrop that
adiscussion paper reviews thera-
tionale and the evolution of the
current framework, the corre-
sponding global standards, and
developments in the financial
markets before framing its pro-
posals. WITHPTI

‘FB, Google

CEOQOs aware
of formal ad
market deal’

Washington: Chief executives of
Google and Facebook were aware
of a deal to carve up part of the
online advertising market, ac-
cording to an amended antitrust
complaint filed by Texas and 15
other states against Google.

The deal with Facebook,
which Google dubbed “JediBlue,”
was “signed off” by Google Chief
Executive Sundar Pichai while
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg
was on an email thread dis-
cussing it, they said in their third
amended complaint. Google said
the complaint’s assertion “isn’t
accurate,” and that the complaint
itself is “full of inaccuracies.”
Facebook, now called Meta Platf-
orms Ing, said the deal was not ex-
clusive to Google, and that other
deals have raised competition for
ad placements. REUTERS

US President
nominates 3
people for Fed
board, including
Ist Black woman

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 14

USPRESIDENT Joe Biden on Friday
announced the nominations of
three people for the Federal
Reserve’s Board of Governors, in-
cluding Sarah Bloom Raskin, a for-
mer Fed and Treasury official, for
the top regulatory slot and Lisa
Cook, whowould be the first Black
womantoserveonthe Fed’s board.

Biden also nominated Phillip
Jefferson, an economist, dean of
faculty at Davidson College in
NorthCarolinaandaformerFedre-
searcher. The three nominees, who
will have to be confirmed by the
Senate, would fill out the Fed’s
seven-member board.

They would join the Fed ata
particularly challenging time when
the centralbank will undertake the
delicate task of raising its bench-
mark interest rate to try to curb
high inflation, without undercut-
ting the recovery from the pan-
demic recession.

On Wednesday, the govern-
ment reported that inflation
reached a four-decade high in
December.

If approved, Biden’s picks
would significantly increase the
Fed's diversity.
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Head slams century,
Ausrecoveronday 1

HOBART: Travis Head spoiled a prom-
ising start for England in the Ashes on
Friday with his second century of the
series as Australia recovered from 12-
3 to reach 241-6 at stumps on a rain-
hit first day of the fifth test. Head, who
scored 152 in the opening test at
Brisbane, counterpunched England’s
early success with an aggressive 101
off 113 balls in the day-night test as
Australiacame back strongly after los-
ing the toss. Cameron Green con-
tributed an authoritative 74 and
Marnus Labuschagne scored a rapid
44 before rain arrived around half an
hour after tea and prevented further
play. Head entered with Australia in
serious trouble after a brilliant spell of
swing and seam bowling from Ollie
Robinson (2-24), one of the five
changes England made, and Stuart
Broad (2-48) on a lively green wicket.
Brief Scores: Australia 241 for 6 (Travis
Head 101, Cameron Green 74, Marnus
Labuschagne 44; SBoard 2 for 48, Ollie
Robinson 2 for 24) vs Eng.. AP

Aruntocoach KKR

KOLKATA: Former India bowling
coach Bharat Arun has now taken up
the same role at Kolkata Knight
Riders, the IPL franchise announced
on Friday. Making the announce-
ment of his appointment, Venky
Mysore, CEO & MD of KKR said, "We
are very excited to have someone of
the calibre of Bharat Arun joining us
as our bowling coach. He will bring
a wealth of experience and expert-
ise to KKR's strong support staff. We
are delighted to welcome him to the
Knight Riders family.” Arun was the
bowling coach of the Indian team un-
der Ravi Shastri until recently and
worked alongside B Sridhar as the
fielding coach. —PTI

Joshi slips tosecond

SINGAPORE: India’s Khalin Joshi strug-
gled with his putter and slipped to 2-
over 74 on the second day but stayed
two shots off the lead at the halfway
stage of the Singapore International
here on Friday. Thailand's Rattanon
Wannasrichan sensationally eagled
the 626-yard par-five 18th to take the
lead after the second round. With 73-
66, he was five-under 139, two shots
clear of Joshi and Ratchanon
Chantananuwat (75-66), Thailand's
14-year-old amateur golf sensation.
The USD 1million tournament is the
second from last event on the Asian
Tour's 2020-21 season. —PTI

Sen and Sensibility

Lakshya beats Prannoy in three games to enter India Open semifinals

SHIVANINAIK
JANUARY 14

LAKSHYA SEN'S verdict on the new
Spiderman movie is comparative: “People
said it's better than Avengers: Endgame or
Infinity War. It's good but not that good,” he
says. Sen had endured a bread-and-butter-
earning busy work week at Huelva in Spain
last month, pulling off three-game matches,
while the franchise spin-off hit theatres.
Once home in Almora, he’d go and check it
out for himself.

For the last six months, while scything
at a bunch of known names, the World
Championships bronze medallist has been
appraising for himself the relative abilities
of his peers. Never mind the frozen rank-
ings of his sport which are holding tight
many reputations, akin to Captain America
ina cryogenic chamber.

On Friday, quarterfinals day at the India
Open Super 500 in New Delhi, Sen nicked
bragging rights off HS Prannoy who started
furiously, but couldn’t hulk out and play
the enforcer in the decider, going down 14-
21,21-9, 21-14. His contender aspirations,
gone in 60 minutes.

So, Sen has emerged as the only Indian
men'’s singles shuttler to make the semifi-
nals and make any decent use of India host-
ing the event. The win came after he fal-
tered twice - at 13-all and 15-all - in the
high-octane opening game on “silly errors”,
lacking in composure, as the pace got
pushed.

Then he quickly turned it around, as is
his wont, suited up in the virtue of patience,
and took Prannoy apart, facing little resist-
ance. The pace of exchanges, ironically,
dropped, suiting Sen. He knew he was trail-
ing on account of silly errors. But Sen is rid-
ing an immense wave of self-assurance. “I
was always confident that I'm playing the
rally well. My coach (Korean Yong Sung Yoo)
also told me not to worry and the game is
still 50/50.” It’s that sort of a conviction
coursing through his veins, and Prannoy,
despite the good defence that Sen acknowl-
edges, most likely felt the full force of it, as
he crumbled as soon as Sen came from be-
hind and strung together a decent lead. The
door gently, but decisively, shut.

Sen is coming off a 10-day break at
home in Uttarakhand. The first 3-4 days
were release/massage sessions on the
physio’s table. “It was nice to go back home
after the medal where people were on the
road to welcome me,” he says. He’d meet
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami before
returning to training, “taking it slow.”

Against Prannoy, Sen went with a 1-1
head-to- head record. He'd beaten Prannoy

Sen nicked bragging rights off HS Prannoy who started furiously, but couldn’t
hulk out and play the enforcer in the decider, going down 14-21, 21-9, 21-14. —BAI

lection ranking event in 2019. The win on
Friday might edge him to India No. 2 spot in
popular consciousness, leapfrogging other
Seniors.

Malaysian blitz next

Sen has spent a fortnight training along-
side Olympic and World champions, Viktor
Axelsen and Loh Kean Yew last year. He’s
just starting to get acquainted with Yong at
the Prakash Padukone Badminton
Academy.

He’s quietly sealed a semis berth at the
India Open, even as Sai Praneeth and
Srikanth were snared by Covid, and packed
off Prannoy. But there’s an immensely
competent 21-year-old Malaysian, NG Tze
Yong, who stands in his path to the final - a
possible face-off with the World Champion
Lo. Tze Yong is tipped to catapult onto the
regular circuit, making the Top 30, on the
back of titles at Scottish, Polish and Belgian
Opens. But more than the points crunch-
ing, Tze Yong took Indonesian Jonatan
Christie through a 75-minute wringer in
the high-pressure Malaysia-Indonesia

Sen had found Srikanth’s tricky net and
superior attack a tad difficult to get past in
the Worlds semis, he admits. And Tze Yong
uses his backhand - parallel to the ground
- to flick the shuttle around quite deftly
from the forecourt.

The Malaysian has a heavy cross smash,
and a very controlled cross-reverse slice,
and plays at that discomfiting pace that can
rush opponents. For once, Sen might hold
the advantage of experience having been
on the circuit for a few years now.

But it'll be a grave folly to start rubbing
hands in anticipation of a Loh final, and not
keep eyes open for the immediate threat of
the Malaysian whom he beat easily in
Bangladesh two years ago.

Sen’s stated goal is to stay injury-free in
the new season. He knows results will fol-
low. But he’ll not want nasty surprises in
the form of a World No. 60 Malaysian who's
been under the radar, but landed in India
to pack off seasoned Indonesian Tommy
Sugiarto. Sen would want to see for him-
self, where his Malaysian contemporary
stands. There’s a place in the endgame-fi-

Second visa cancellation,
Djokovic gets ready to
fight another legal battle

SHORTLY AFTER Immigration Minister Alex
Hawke made the decision to cancel Novak
Djokovic’s visa, the World No. 1's lawyers
moved court to appeal the decision. Again, in
the Federal Circuit Court, it was Judge
Anthony Kelly who presided over the hearing
that was essentially to discuss where the case
would be heading.

Also, when the final verdict would be made,
will the case be moved to the higher Federal
Court, and if Djokovic would be returned to
detention, or deported, till the final verdict.

Both sides made their claims till Judge
Kelly gave the final order for the day, moving
the case to the Federal Court.

Djokovic’s demands

Nicholas Wood SC, arguing on Djokovic’s
behalf, questioned the timing of Hawke’s
decision, which came “shortly after 6 PM
ona Friday,” and four days after Judge Kelly
had made the order to remove tennis leg-
end Djokovic from the detention he was
placed in when he landed in Australia last
week.

Wood requested that the case should
remain with the Federal Circuit Court and
not be pushed up to the Federal Court as
time was “precious.”

“Mr Djokovic may be scheduled to play
on Monday night or Tuesday night ... In
those circumstances, we're very concerned

about time,” he said.

He also confirmed that Djokovic had
not been detained so far.

Wood also argued that Hawke’s reason
for cancelling Djokovic’s visa were in “stark
contrast” to the ones used by the Australian
Border Force (ABF).

He claimed the reason cited by Hawke
was that Djokovic’s presence in Australia
will excite “anti-vax sentiment.”

In his statement released to the media,
Hawke had claimed that the decision was
made “on health and good order grounds,
on the basis that it was in the public inter-
estto doso.”

Minister Hawke’s demands

Through his lawyer Stephen Lloyd, Hawke
agreed that Djokovic will not be deported
until the verdict in the case arrives.

With regards to detention, there was
agreement that the 20-time Grand Slam
champion will not be detained on Friday
night. However, post his interview with im-
migration officials at 8AM on Saturday,
Djokovic will be escorted by two ABF offi-
cials into the office of his solicitors - the se-
curity will be stationed on the same floor,
but away from the conference room.
Essentially, Djokovic will be detained post
his meeting with immigration officers, till
the court’s final hearing on Sunday.

Judge Kelly’s final orders
In a move that goes against the player,
Judge Kelly moved the case to the Federal
Court.
Essentially, four points were made.
The first was that Djokovic submit “as
soon as reasonably practical” a formal af-
fidavit and application along with Hawke’s

Second, Djokovic will not be deported
from Australia until the case is over.

Third, following Djokovic’s interview
with immigration officials, he will be su-
pervised by ABF from 10 AM to 2PM on
Saturday at his solicitors’ office.

Finally, Djokovic will continue in de-
tention from 9AM on Sunday at his legal
team’s office till the duration of the hearing.

Heeding Wood'’s request, Judge Kelly
added “any other location agreed between
the parties” so as to not incite crowds to
flock down to the solicitors’ office”. In other
words, only both parties and the court will
know where Djokovic will be meeting with
his lawyers on Saturday and Sunday.

As it stands at the Aus Open

Djokovic remains the top seed and will
likely be called to play on either Monday
night or Tuesday night, against compatriot
Miomir Kecmanovic in the first round.

The schedule and draw will only change
if the Federal Court rules in favour of the
Australian government on Sunday.

atthe 2017 Nationals, and thenlostatase-  Thomas Cup sizzle. nal to be secured. reasons for deportation. —SHAHID JUDGE
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS DOWN

1 Law breakers may be 2 Dance for soldiers and
carried away by it(5,5) surgeons? (7)

8 Kind of information put 3 The price of a suit(5)
before us (5) 4 Mass-produced
9Insectonanimalisacause legislation? (3,3)

of annoyance (7) 5 Maigret was involved in
10 The South African flag making jazz (7)

(7)

11 Pakistan’s greatest

(5)

6 A capital position to be in
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current asset(5) 7 Puzzles resulting in
12 Lawful position as arguments? (10)
redefined by Edison (6) 8The living present? (4,2,4)
14 Ploughed amowed field 13 Inahurry tobe seenas o e e
(6) stylish (7) | FIsLALLY B P T
17 Bloom damaged by louts 15 The widow who urges FOUMD A4 WAaY
(5) one to take a gamble (7) T2 FET HIM TO
19 Fight for more pay? 16 Choose not to go SIT O THE
(43) straight? (6) FOTTY CHAIR
21 Skin specialist (7) 18 As many as there can be S
22 Abrief forexampleisfor  (5)
the defence (5) 20 A gift for an American
23 Whiskers (10) President (5)
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@ atlastbe able to
relax and appreciate your
members may be whipped
backinto line at your

and evening favour intimate
chats, short trips or a

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)

The Moon will
@ and passionate

position in the nick
uncertainty and lost causes
should be cleared up then.
happier about the way family
relationships and events at
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

Life is shrouded in
@ something seems to

be perplexing you.
matter, do make inquiries
of family members, for
Make time for a little quiet
reflection and recharge your
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

Socially your stars
@ extremely bright.

I strongly suspect
rather special, but you may
feel pulled in two directions.
later, for tomorrow if you
wish, because there might
toemerge.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

and give yourself

plenty of time if
intrude on your private life.

It may be a family member
step forward and could do
with a spot of advice. You

with practical help, so

make sure you've got the

criticism, you may
partners' good wishes. Family
convenience. Late afternoon
romantic dalliance.

arrive in a favourable
of time. All confusion,
You'll begin to feel much
home are heading.

mystery and
If you have any say in the
they may be in the know.
spiritual batteries.

are suddenly looking
that you may meet someone
Leave difficult choices until
still be secret information

Take your bearings
@ professional affairs
whois contemplating a
might have to follow through
spare time.

@ way that you can
longer. Take a fresh
look at what you're doing with
past habits, but don't shock
people unnecessarily, especially
And give a younger relation
the benefit of the doubt,
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec22)
You cannot possibly
@ to fall in with your
plans without
will begin to ask exactly how,
why and when. If money is
every word. Not everything
they say makes sense, but some
CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan 20)
Any feelings of
@ should be dealt with
now. Not only will
you'll also realise what you
really want to say. Don't rush it
you'll be altering your personal
opinions more than once over
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Afamily and
@ should give way toa
more enjoyable
enjoying yourself. It could be
very useful for your morale, and
being, to throw caution to the
wind: that's the only way to
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Getoutand about
@ people on the spur of
the moment.
importance of home and family
connections and you may
finally needed: just because
someone else hasn't taken the
that you should sit on your
hands and do nothing.

keep a secretany
your money. You can break with
if they've been good to you.
within reason.

expect other people
question. At last partners
involved, then listen to their
of it does, so pay attention.

remorse or anger
you discover your tongue, but
though, as the chances are that
the next three weeks.

routine-bound day
evening. Make a point of
hence your whole state of
discover where your limits lie.

today, and contact
Evening reminds you of the
resolve that a fresh start is
initiative, that doesn't mean
B
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Series

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, JANUARY 15,2022 Matches PCT

D | L |Pts
Won
SriLanka |1 2 0 | 0|24 100
Australia 1* 3 1 0140|83.33
Pakistan 2 3 0 13675
South Africa| 1 2 0 [ 1|24 ]|66.66
India 3 4 2 | 3|53]|49.07

PCT: Percentage of points won

Downcast Kohli
rues not giving
South Africaa
bigger target

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA, JANUARY 14

THE SIEGE mentality was absent. The cus-
tomary swagger was missing. Seldom has
Virat Kohli looked so downbeat at a press
conference. As a captain, he has lost Tests
and series before. But Kohli never looked
defeated. The post-match presser follow-
ing India’s series loss to South Africa was
different. Sample this: The Indian Test cap-
tain was asked if his back spasms that
forced him to miss the second Test at
Johannesburg, had been the turning point
of the series. “I played the third Test and by
that token we should have won this game.
So there’s no guarantee and in sport, you
will have niggles and injuries. [ can’t single
out one particular thing as the turning
point. South Africa played good cricket and
if we had given them bigger fourth innings
totals to chase, we could have put more
pressure on them.” Kohli said.

Then this: He was asked about the tran-
sition and changes in the team. “No sir, |
can’t tell you anything at this moment,”
Kohli shouldered arms.

The Indian players, including Kohli,
made their displeasure heard on stump mic
after the controversial DRS call on the third
day, which gave South African captain Dean
Elgar an LBW reprieve. Once again, the skip-
per chose deadpan defence rather than a
flowing drive and even a question on
whether the players got a bit carried away
in their reaction couldn’t spur him on. “I
have no comment to make on either. We
understood what happened on the field and
people on the outside don’t know exactly
what goes on onto the field. So for me to try
and justify what we did on the field and say
we got carried away is all... If we had got
charged up and picked up three wickets,
then that would have probably been the
moment that changed the game.”

Kohli revels in siege mentality. Usually
it becomes ‘us against the world’ when
India lose a game under his charge. Not
many moons ago, after India’s Test defeat to
England at Headingley last summer, Kohli
took to sarcasm and lauded a reporter for
asking a cricket question, unhappy with the
inquest that came before. He was the mas-
ter of the show then.

About Cheteshwar Pujara and Ajinkya
Rahane’s future, he put the ball in the se-
lectors’ court. “Obviously the batting has
let us down in the last two games [ would
say, when we needed to kind of step up.
And there’s no running away from that.
(About Pujara and Rahane) honestly I can-
not sit here and talk about what’s going to
happen in the future. That’s not for me to
sit here and discuss.”

The captain didn’t ditch his beleaguered
team-mates. “As [ have said before and |
will say again, we have continued to back
Cheteshwar and Ajinkya because of the
kind of players they are, what they have
done in Test cricket for India over the years,
playing crucial knocks in the second Test
as well. You saw that partnership in the sec-
ond innings, which got us to a total which
we could fight for.”

post-match interaction with television
experts in Cape Town. Reuters

Elephant in room grows bigger

Blame for World No.1 team’s failure to win a maiden series in South Africa lies with the misfiring middle order

ABHISHEK PUROHIT
MUMBAI, JANUARY 14

IN HINDSIGHT, had it not been for arguably
the best batting day of the series -- the first
day of the first Test -- India could have ended
the South Africa tour in a worse position.
They had gone to stumps on 272/3, which
quickly turned into 327 all out when play re-
sumed on the third morning.

In the second innings, 109/4 led to 174 all
out. In Johannesburg, 116/4 was to become
202 all out in the first innings, and 155/2 into
266 all outin the second. In Cape Town, 116/3
subsided to 223 all out in the first innings,
and they went from 152/4 to 198 all out in
the second dig. No frontier of any sort, let
alone a final one, can be crossed with so
many collective stumbles along the path.

The time has in all likelihood come to fi-
nally address the elephant in the room - the
misfiring middle order. If there was one glar-
ing difference between the two sides, it was
atNo. 3. Keegan Petersen got better and bet-
ter as the series reached its climax: three
flowing half-centuries, two of them in the
decider. South Africa averaged 38.16 at No. 3.
India managed 19.66. Starting from their pre-
vious tour of South Africa, in the last four
years, India’s No.3 position has averaged
32.83,whichis seventh among all Test teams.
India’s No. 3 strike-rate of 39 is, of course,
right at the bottom.

Cheteshwar Pujara has been one of
India’s finest batsmen ever, but if India do not
utilise the upcoming Sri Lanka home Tests to
try out someone else at No.3, it will be a
waste of an opportunity. There is little to be
achieved now if Pujara bosses another hap-
less attack in home conditions.

Ajinkya Rahane at home has anyway
been more often than not a disappointment,
so again the question for the selectors will be
whether there is anything to be gained by
keeping out another deserving youngster
against Sri Lanka.

His boy-on-the-burning-deck style over-
seas ended with two poor choices of shots in
Centurion, and thereafter South Africa sorted
him out with a few peaches.

Ahalf-century each across 16 innings on
such a big tour is clearly not what a No. 1
team should be expecting from their main
three batsmen, irrespective of one of them
pointing out the permanence of class and the
transience of form. They kept out Hanuma
Vihari for ayear after his Sydney heroics, and
inthe only game he got at Wanderers due to
Kohli’s injury, he batted superbly with the
tail to make an unbeaten 40. And he is not
the only deserving batsmen sitting out.

But Kohli reiterated his support for Pujara
and Rahane. “I cannot sit here and talk about
what is going to happen in the future. You
have to speak to the selectors, what they have
in mind,” Kohli said. “This is not my job.

“I will say it again, we will continue to
back Cheteshwar and Ajinkya because of the
kind of players they are, what they have done
in Test cricket for India over the years. They
played crucial knocks in the second Test, you
saw that important partnership in the sec-
ond innings. These are the kind of perform-
ances we recognise as a team.”

Coming to the man himself, if he was not
Test captain, 12 successive overseas dis-
missals edging to wicketkeeper or the slips
would have surely raised many more eye-
brows. He’s tried all but avoiding the cover
drive and it hasn’t worked. The 29 off 143 in
Cape Town also went against his own oft-re-
peated tenet of showing intent.

Moving on, Rishabh Pant now has Test
hundreds in Australia, England, India and
South Africa, and it might be unpopular to
say this, but before his Cape Town stunner,
Pant had scored 86 runs in five innings on the
tour. The five-bowler strategy places a lot
more batting responsibility on the keeper.
And while Pant will continue to play the
other-worldly knocks now and then, he will
have to be more consistent if he bats at No. 6.
There is no way a team can post competitive
totals if Nos 3 to 5 cannot get the runs and

South Africa lifted their game after the loss in the series opener to seal a come-from-behind win against India.(Below) Keegan Petersen top-scored with 82. Reuters

No. 6 gets them once in a while, no matter
how unconventionally or aggressively he
gets them.

Coming to the lower middle order, R
Ashwin and Shardul Thakur averaged 15 and
10 with the bat in South Africa. You can tag
them as any kind of allrounder you think they
are, but there is no point if they are going to
getout playing expansive shots when the sit-
uation calls for some discretion. It was espe-
cially jarring when they did that with Pantin
full flow at the other end. It is fair to say India
missed Ravindra Jadeja with the bat.

India invariably get away with these bat-
ting shortcomings at home. But if the selec-
tors do not take this chance to address some
of them starting with the Sri Lanka Tests, India
may have to pay with more missed opportu-
nities overseas, such as this South Africa tour.
SCOREBOARD
India 1st innings: 223
South Africa 1stinnings 210

India 2nd innings 198

South Africa (Overnight: 101/2

Keegan Petersen b Thakur 82
Rassie van der Dussen not out 41
Temba Bavuma not out 32
Extras (81b 3nb) 11
Total (63.3 overs) 212/3

Fall of Wickets:1-23 (Aiden Markram, 7.3
ov), 2-101 (Dean Elgar, 29.4 ov), 3-155
(Keegan Petersen, 46.2 ov)

Bowling: Jasprit Bumrah 17-5-54-1,
Mohammed Shami 15-3-41-1,Umesh Yadav
9-0-36-0, Shardul Thakur 11-3-22-1,
Ravichandran Ashwin 11.3-1-51-0.

‘Manipulating DRS is highly unlikely,
but there is scope for human errors’

MIHIR VASAVDA
MUMBAI, JANUARY 14

BEFORE TEAM India lost the series against
South Africa, they lost their heads.

During the final ses-
sion of the third day of
the deciding Test in Cape
Town, led by captain
Virat Kohli, the Indian
players fired a barrage of
criticism at host broad-
casters SuperSport. The
players let their displeas-
ure known over three key
issues: the use of technology, in particular,
the ball-tracking system that they alleged
was manipulated; the use of stump-mics;
and the conduct of the SuperSport crew.

HEMANT BUCH

What Kohli said: “Don't hit them on the
pads, boys. Either stumps or caught be-
hind, that's it. Real experts sitting in the
DRS column, boys... couldn't believe they
gave me out in the first match. Different
ball been shown for tracking, lads.”
Context: Ashwin believed he had trapped
Dean Elgar in front of the stumps and umpire
Marais Erasmus, too, raised his finger.
However, after the South African captain re-
viewed the decision, the tracking system
showed the ball was going over the stumps.
Hemant Buch, who has been the broad-
cast director for more than 100 Tests, said
while a human error is possible, it is highly
unlikely that the ball-tracking visuals could
be manipulated, asimplied by the India cap-
tain. The ball-tracking technology is supplied
by Hawk-Eye, one of the two vendors ap-
proved by the ICC. Six cameras are used for
this system and there are five people em-
ployed by Hawk-Eye to work on the broad-
cast. These people, Buch said, control the
camera’s iris, plotting the pitch of the ball,

| A former U19 World Cup skipper’s advice to the current batch |

The ball-tracking of the Ashwin
delivery to Elgar, which the Indian
team believed was manipulated.

working on Ultra-Edge, and so on.

“There are people of varying skill levels and
varying degrees of experience working for the
company. Sometimes, you find it is taking
more time in bringing up the track, sometimes
it happens very quickly. Skill levels differ,”
Buch said. Because of the humanintervention
involved in the tracking system, there is scope
forerrors. "But you have toremember that you
are talking about one or two decisions in the
entire series which are wrong with Hawk-Eye,"
Buch said. All the data collected is provided to
the ICC after the match. "There are so many
checks and balances that if it (manipulation)
happens, they'll be caught out."

What Kohli said: “I wonder if the stump
mic catches all this chatter here, huh?”

Context: For the second time in the
match, Kohli spoke angrily about stump
mics. Even on Day 2 of the Test, Kohli was
heard saying, 'stump mics are way too loud'
when India was bowling, implying selective
broadcast done by SuperSport, to put in-
creased attention on what the visitors say on
the field.

In South Africa, however, they are often
kept on for longer durations. In 2018,
Australia had requested SuperSport and
match officials to turn down the mics when
the ball was dead although it was ignored by
the broadcasters. Buch, too, felt that com-
pared to the Ashes, being played simultane-
ously, 'you hear everything that's happening’
on the field in South Africa.

ICC rules allow stump mics to be broad-
castatall times, but Buch said the volume is
pushed up 'only at certain times' when the
ballis dead because 'you don't want anything
abusive to go out. A director, who can listen
to everything that's said on the field, can up
the volume if he comes across interesting
banter. At times, Buch added, on-field um-
pires give the players a heads up when the
mics are being used. "I think the Indians feel
that stump mics are deliberately kept high
when they are bowling," Buch said. "l am not
sure if that's 100 percent accurate, but it is
apparently what they feel."

What Kohli said: "Focus on your team
as well when they shine the ball. Not just
the opposition, trying to catch people all
the time."

Context: It was a clear reference to the
2018 Sandpaper-gate scandal when
Australian players were caught tampering
with the ball by the cameras that constantly
followed them. Kohli's comments showed
he felt only his team, too, was being put un-
der constant scrutiny.

The anger directed at the host broadcaster
over the reviews, however, was misplaced.
SuperSport, as they clarified in a statement,
isn'tresponsible for the technology. Ina state-
ment to AFP, the broadcaster said: "SuperSport
notes comments made by certain members
of the Indian cricket team. Hawk-Eye is an in-
dependent service provider, approved by the
ICC and their technology has been accepted
for many years as an integral part of DRS."

Don’t lose focus, follow the process, never compromise on your ethics

BY PRIYAM GARG

IT’S HARD not to be nostalgic about the
Under-19 World Cup. I remember our batch
played continuous cricket throughout the
year before the World Cup. We had series in
South Affica, Sri Lanka and India. So prepara-
tion-wise, we were prepared mentally. We
had gained some experience before the
World Cup. It was a proud moment for me
whenIwas handed the task tolead the team.
It was a big platform and we tried hard to
bring back the crown, but couldn’t.

India under-19 players get similar atten-
tion and fame like the senior cricketers, espe-
cially as the World Cup gets closer. It's the
first time we all face such a situation where
everyone recognises us, everyone talks about
us. There are messages coming from all over,
the phone doesn’t stop ringing. It’s the
biggest challenge for an 18-year-old kid, who
istrying to find a route to reach the top level.

Sadly, a player doesn’t get such fame
when playing for their state teams. And the
problem starts when a player unknowingly
expects such fame permanently, which is
never going to be the case. I feel those who
can face that situation calmly and keep their
head down, will find success ahead.

After the under-19 level, the cricketers get
to the senior state level where they have to
match the performance of players who are
more mature than them. First-class cricket
is another big challenge.

Luckily, my family doesn’t understand
much about cricket, and my father only told

me to grab the opportunity. [ remember when
it was announced that I will captain the India
under-19 team,  was in Bengaluru but back
home, we had visitors, media and well-wish-
ers coming to greet our family. There were jour-
nalists coming onadaily basis to interview my
family; it's something none of us had ever ex-
perienced. Suddenly, the whole world wanted
to know whatI eat, whatIlike and what I dis-
like. In Bengaluru, there were hundreds of calls
and unread messages on the phone.

[ was lucky to have played Ranji Trophy
before, so my aim was clear from Day One. I
have to represent the senior Indian team one
day. Around the time of the Under-19 World
Cup, there was also an IPL auction to be held
but it never hit my mind because my thought
process was clear.

Once I returned, it was a similar kind of
buzz. The phone kept ringing, well-wishers
came calling. During all this, players have to
keep their priorities right. For instance, even
when Iwas picked as captain of the under-19

India Under-19 open their campaign
against South Africa on Saturday.

team, I didn’t change my schedule - my gym
session, nets session, rest and sleep early. Only
in my free time, did I take the phone in my
hand. The day a player compromises on this
routine, I feel the distraction starts. Upar jaane
ka percentage kam ho jaata hai, (the chances
of making progress go down), following the
process is very important. Sleeping on time
and getting up early is the key.

Like me, these current players will also
make temporary friends, social media will
attract them, agents will run behind them,
duniya bhi aapke peeche bhagegi (the world
will run behind you). My only advice to this
under-19 team is to think about the long
term and make the best decision from that
perspective. Under-19 is the age which needs
maturity, but we are very immature. So, take
help from your family.

Don'’tlose focus, follow the process, never
compromise on your ethics. Be prepared to
hear taali (applause) and gaali (brickbats),
we live in a country which has billions of peo-

ple. So don’t expect that everyone is your
well-wisher. Now with the IPLauction com-
ing up, everyone will want to be part of the
glamorous league. It has fame, money, every-
thing. Once you play for your country, these
things will come automatically. Decide an
off-day where you want to do things outside
cricket. Inmy case, Sunday is my off-day, peo-
ple will call you, be it at a function or ribbon
cutting of their store, decide what is best. If
you think that going there will harm you,
don’t go. Players can judge that. Under-19
could be a short-cut to playing for India but
remember only work ethic, performance and
hard work will help you remain at the top.
So keep working hard, even if you don’t find
success in this World Cup.

(Priyam Garg was the India captain at the
2020 Under-19 World Cup. He spoke to
Devendra Pandey)

H India U19 vs SA U19, Providence, 6:30
pm onwards; on Star Sports network.
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