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SC to hear PIL
for probe into
Haridwar,
Delhi hate
speeches

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

THE SUPREME Court Monday
agreed to take up a PILseeking a
probe into alleged hate speeches
by participants at two separate
events in Haridwar and Delhion
December 17 and 21 last year.

“We will take up the matter,”
ChiefJustice of India NV Ramana
told Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal
who mentioned the pleafiled by
Delhi resident Qurban Ali and
Senior Advocate Anjana Prakash.

Appearing for the petitioners,
Sibal said: “We are living in dif-
ferent times where the slogan
has changed from Satyameva
Jayate to Sashastrameva Jayate”.

The (JI asked if an inquiry
into the matter was already un-
derway. “We will look into it. But
hasn’t some action already been
taken?” he asked.

Sibal replied that though FIRs
have been filed, no one had been
arrested so far.

“We will take up the matter,”
the CJI said.

The petitioners, in their plea,
said they were constrained to ap-
proach the court seeking its ur-
gent intervention “in respect of
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MAJOR PROTESTS AS
EUROPE TIGHTENS
COVID RESTRICTIONS

FORMER SP MPHELD
INUP FOR ‘MURDER
OVERTICKET’
PAGES12,6

PM SECURITY BREACH: RETIRED SC JUDGE TOHEAD COMMITTEE

SC forms new probe panel, questions

Centre on notices to Punjab off

(JIbench acts after state opposes Centre panel, seeks ‘independent’ probe

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

WITH THE Punjab government
opposed to the Centre’s commit-
teeand seeking an “independent”
probe into the security breach
during Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to the state on January
5, the Supreme Court decided
Monday to set up a committee
headed by one of its former
judges to inquire into the matter.

It also questioned the Centre
on the show-cause notices served
to Punjab officers, and called it

“totally self-contradictory”.
Indicating that the composi-
tion of the committee will be sim-
ilar to the one it constituted on
January 7 to secure the records of
the PM’s visit, Chief Justice of
India N V Ramana, heading a
bench also comprising Justices
Surya Kant and Hima Kohli, said:
“We are thinking on these lines.
One retired Supreme Court judge
will head the commiittee.”
Hearing a plea by Delhi-
based Lawyers Voice, the bench
on January 7 had asked the
Registrar General, Punjab and
Haryana High Court, to “forth-

PM Modi stuck on the
flyover on January 5. File

with seize and secure the
records” of the visit. The
Registrar General was to be as-
sisted by the Director General of

Police, Union Territory of
Chandigarh, and an officer of the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA), not below the rank of
Inspector General, nominated by
the NIA Director General.

These officers apart, the new
committee, the bench indicated,
would include another member,
most likely the Punjab Additional
Director General of Police
(Intelligence).

Earlier, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, urged the bench to allow
the Centre’s committee to
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icers

Setback
forCentre

EXPLAINED

THE CENTRE had been
swift in moving against
Punjab’s top officers
over the security breach,
serving them show-
cause notices and warn-
ing of action. The new
probe panel by the SC
Bench also makes the
committees appointed
by the Centre and
Punjab redundant.

28-fold case rise, set to cross 4 lakh Covid high,

but hospit

SHUBHAJITROY &
KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

INDIA REPORTED a 28-fold surge
in Covid cases over the past fort-
night but there are indications
from the national capital that, at
current levels, the number of
hospitalisations logged is far
lesser than what was recorded
during the peak of the second
wave in April last year, according
to senior government officials.

A senior official said that
while the daily case count in
Delhi of about 20,000 last April
matches the latest numbers, the
level of hospitalisations is just
about “one-fourth to one-fifth”
of that month.

“With the equal number of
cases which happened in Delhi,
let’s say in April, and the number
of cases which we have now, of
around 20,000 cases per day, the
level of hospitalisation is just
about one-fourth to one-fifth.
And the level of ICU admissions
is even lower than that. So it is
definitely one-fourth to one-fifth
of what was there in the second
wave,” the official said.

Last year, the daily count in
Delhi crossed 20,000 cases on
April 17, and was at 28,395 on
April 20 and 22,933 on April 25.
On Sunday, the capital’s case
count was 22,751, dipping to
19,166 cases Monday. On
December 27,2021, India’s case
count was 6,358, which surged
to 1.79lakh on January 9.
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Aqueue in Ahmedabad as ‘precautionary’ doses for 60-plus began Monday. Around 9.68

lakh are believed to have received the shots on the first day. Nirmal Harindran
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Omicron surge: uptick in deaths
but share lower than second wave

AMITABH SINHA
PUNE, JANUARY 10

TWO WEEKS into the third wave
in India, a rise in Covid-linked
deaths is becoming visible,
though the rate of increase is
nowhere as fast as the surge in
infections.

These deaths across the
country — minus those from
Kerala — are inching towards the
three-figure mark after remain-
ing in double digits for more
than a month. However, com-

A life in Covid: Hotel manager to
delivery staff to roadsi

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

IN MANY ways, the life of Salil
Tripathi told the story of an en-
tire nation's workforce, its moor-
ings lostin wave after wave of an
unrelenting pandemic. And in so
many ways, his death summed
up the tragedy.

Hailing from UP's Ayodhya,
Tripathi had worked in several
star hotels before climbing a step
up to become arestaurant man-
ager in the heart of Delhi. He was

Salil Tripathi with his wife
and 10-year-old son

leading a comfortable life at 36,
according to his family, settling
downinabustling suburbin the

de death

national capital with his wife
and their son — and so much
more to look forward to.

Until 2020 dawned, and the
first lockdown came. Tripathi
lost his job in the first wave, his
fatherin the second. And within
a year, this hotel management
graduate had become a Zomato
delivery executive.

On Saturday night, the final
blow came in the form of an SUV
driven by a police constable. The
vehicle, police say, knocked him
down. The driver, eyewitnesses
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Delhi orders shutdown,
restaurants say last blow

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

AMID THE continuing rise of
Covid cases in the Capital, the
Delhi Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) Monday or-
dered restaurants and bars in the
city to shut, allowing only deliv-
ery services and takeaway.

The order comes as another
blow to the industry that is
among the worst hit due to the
pandemic. After shutdowns dur-
ing the first and second waves,
with home delivery allowed af-

pared to the second wave,
deaths as a proportion of the in-
fection numbers are still very
low, as of now.

During February and mid-
March last year, India was re-

WEEKLY POSITIVITY
MORE THAN 5%

Week Ending Dec 25,2021
21 Districts

Week Ending Jan 8,2022
202 Districts
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As reported by ICMR

Working Age | Total Employment
Population Employed | Rate#
(in’000s) (in’000s) | (in%)
GOA
Sept-Dec2016 1,229 606 4931 |
Sept-Dec2021 1,313 420 3199
PUNJAB
Sept-Dec2016 23,268 9,837 4223 1B
Sept-Dec2021 25,818 9,516 36.86 I
UTTAR PRADESH
Sept-Dec2016 149,570 57,589 385 N
Sept-Dec2021 170,730 55,976 3279
UTTARAKHAND
Sept-Dec2016 8,037 3223 401 N
Sept-Dec2021 9,141 2,782 3043 N
#Total Employed as a % of working-age population
Source: CMIE, Express Research

Fewer have jobs in
poll-bound Goa, UP,

Punjab, Uttarakhand
than five years ago

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

AN ANALYSIS OF unemploy-
ment data sourced from the
Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE) shows that in
each of the four poll-bound
states — Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
Goa, and Uttarakhand — the to-
tal number of employed people
at the end of December
2021 was lower than
five years ago. The CMIE
did not have data for
Manipur, the fifth state
that faces elections in

same employment rate in
December 2021 as it did in
December 2016, then an addi-
tional 1 crore of its residents
would have had a job today.
Similarly, five years ago, in
Punjab, the second-biggest state
in this group, more than 98.37
lakh of its 2.33 crore working
age population was employed.
Now, the total employed is
down to 95.16 lakh (3.21 lakh
less) despite the work-
ing age population
growing by almost 11
per cent to 2.58 crore.
In percentage terms,
Goa saw the sharpest

February. fallinemployment rate

In Uttar Pradesh DEz%glgN over the past five years
(UP), for instance, while asit fell from just under
the total working age 50 per cent in

population hasincreased by over
14 per cent (2.12 crore) to 17.07
crore from 14.95 crore in the past
five years, the total number of
people with jobs has shrunk by
over 16lakhs. As aresult, its “em-
ployment rate” (ER) — the total
number of employed as a per-
centage of the working age pop-
ulation (15 years or above) — has
fallen from 38.5 per cent in
December 2016 to 32.8 per cent
in December 2021.

Another way to understand
this fall is that if UP had the

December 2016 to below 32 per
cent now. In other words, five
years ago, every second person
in Goa’s working age population

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

BIG BLOW TO CONG
IN WEST UP

AFTER SLIDE, AAP
BACK IN RECKONING
IN PUNJAB
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porting over 100 deaths on an
average, when the case count
was between 15,000 and 20,000.
These numbers began to rise
sharply after that. But thatisalso
because the rise in daily cases
was much slower the previous
time — it had taken more thana
month for the count to increase

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

ter a while, and then a long pe-
riod when they operated at 50
per cent capacity and curtailed
hours, restaurants had seen busi-
ness pick only recently, before
the third wave hit.

The DDMA order followed a
meeting on Monday where re-
strictions, cases and bed avail-
ability were discussed. “In view
of the increase in positive cases it
was decided to close the restau-
rants and bars and to allow ‘take
away’ facility only. It was also de-
cided to allow operation of only
one weekly market per day per

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

‘Women, irrespective of religion, denied dignity on
social media... Must unite, put politics aside on this’

PAGE1
ANCHOR

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

STATING THAT she has been ac-
tively engaged with the Ministry
of Electronics and Information
Technology and the Department
of Telecommunications regard-
ing security of women on the
Internet and social media plat-
forms, Union Minister for
Women and Child Development

Smriti Irani said Monday that
women, irrespective of religion,
have been denied their dignity.

Speaking at The Indian
Express e-Adda programme,
Irani underlined the need for
people to cut across party lines
and come together to address
this issue.

Responding to a question on
the targeting of Muslim women
via apps, she said: “Women, ir-
respective of their religion, have
been denied their dignity on so-
cial media platforms.lam grate-
ful that the police are investigat-
ing this issue. I am absolutely
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Smrriti Irani at Adda. Express

confident that those who are
guilty will be punished. My de-
sire is also this... I had the privi-
lege of engaging with the
Supreme Court Justices... toen-
sure that we expedite cases. The
law provides for an expeditious

pronouncement. But there has
been laxity given the burden on
the courts of our country. But |
am hopeful that between the po-
lice system and the judiciary,
more and more cases where
women receive justice are

brought to light. I want to use
this platform to say that thisisan
issue on which, irrespective of
our politics, we need to come to-
gether.”

Irani was in conversation
with Anant Goenka, Executive
Director, The Indian Express
Group, and Vandita Mishra,
National Opinion Editor, The
Indian Express. The transcript of
the programme will be pub-
lished soon.

In the wake of the 2012 Delhi
gang rape and murder incident,
there had been conversations,
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“JAI JAWAN JAI KISAN”

Lal Bahadur Shastri Institute of Management, Delhi

pays homage to 2" Prime Minister of India

Bharat Ratna

Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri

(October 02, 1904 - January 11, 1966)
on his 56" Punyatithi
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"The basic idea of governance, as I see it, is to hold the society
together so that it can develop and march towards certain goals"

Lal Bahadur Shastri
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SC probe panel

continue with its inquiry and
place areport before the court. But
this was opposed by Punjab
Advocate General D S Patwalia
who said the state had “no hope”
in the Centre’s committee and
urged the court to constitute an
“independent committee”.

Mehta said since there is con-
cern that the show-cause notices
seek to pre-empt the outcome,
the Centre can assure it will not
take any action till its committee
examines the issue and places a
report before the court. But the
bench then came up with the sug-
gestion of acommittee under one
of its former judges.

The bench initially wondered
if the IG (Intelligence) of Punjab
could be part of the committee,
but Mehta said the IG “may also
be the subject matter of scrutiny
ashetooisresponsible...as perthe
security Blue Book”.

Responding to a query from
the bench, Patwalia said the ADGP
(Intelligence) may be included.

The bench said it will pass a
detailed order. It asked the Centre
and Punjab to put on hold in-
quiries by the committees they
had constituted. It questioned the
Centre on the show-cause notices
issued to the Punjab Chief
Secretary and DGP.

Justice Kohlisaid the “impres-
sionyou are giving is that you have
already made up your mind...
then what's the point of coming
to this court?”.

Mehta said it was not he but
the petitioner who had ap-
proached the court.

Justice Surya Kant told the
Solicitor General “your show-
cause notice is totally self-contra-
dictory. By constitutinga commit-
tee, you seek to inquire if there
was a breach and then you hold
the state CS and DG guilty. Who
heard them?...”

Justice Kohli said that after the
court had directed seizure of
records, “asking them to reply in
24 hours... is not expected of
you”.Mehta said “not expected of
you is a little harsh” and “this
(show-cause notice) was before
the court ordered seizure (of
records)”.

At the outset, Patwalia in-
formed the bench that as per its
directions, the HC Registrar
General had taken control of the
records of the PM’s travel.

He referred to remarks made
onJanuary 7 against the chairman
of the state-appointed committee
by Senior Advocate Maninder
Singh, who appeared for the peti-
tioner, and said: “We went
through the judgment. There is
nothing against him” -- Patwalia
did not mention the judge he was
referring to.

OnJanuary 7, Maninder Singh
had said the name of the chair-
man of the committee appointed
by Punjab had been the subject
matter of a judgement of the
Supreme Court in 2011. He said
the Supreme Court had made ad-
verse remarks on the conduct of
thejudge. Singh did not name the
judge or elaborate on the case.

The reference, however, ap-
peared to be toa 2011 judgement
of the Supreme Court which
quashed anorder by aPunjaband
Haryana High Courtbench direct-
inga CBIprobe against former IPS
officer Sumedh Singh Saini in an
alleged fake encounter case.

The HCbenchincluded Justice
Mehtab Singh Gill (now head of
the Punjab committee) but the
Supreme Court, in its then order,
did not name the judge and men-
tioned only ‘Mr Justice X’ while
stating that “the order impugned
(of the HC) has rightly been chal-
lenged to be a nullity at least on
three grounds” including “judicial
bias” and the “entire judicial
process appears to have been
drowned to achieve a motivated
result which we are unable to ap-
prove of”.

Pointing out that Punjab offi-
cers had been issued notices by
the Centre on why action should
not be taken against them,
Patwalia said there was nothing
against the Chief Secretary and “I
(Chief Secretary)don’t think I will
getany fair hearing... Thereis some
politics”.

“When proceedings are de-
ferred, where is the question of
disciplinary action,” he said, urg-
ing the bench toappointan “inde-
pendent” committee.

Intervening, the CJI asked

FROMPAGE ONE

Mehtaif the notice wasissued be-
fore or after the court’s January 7
order. “Before,” the Solicitor
General said. He said alook at the
SPG Act and the Blue Book on
VVIP security would make it clear
why the show-cause notices were
needed.

He said the foundation of the
noticeis that the DGPis responsi-
ble since the rules say so. “The
committee will gointo individual
details, whether the route is pro-
tected... We cannot leave it to the
state government.”

Mehta said the Centre’s com-
mittee could go into details and
place it before the court. The CJI
asked him “then what remains of
the inquiry by the court?”.

Mehta said “this is a matter of
the security of the PM”. At this, the
(JIsaid “please don’t be under the
impression that we have not
taken it seriously”.

Hate speeches

the hate speeches that have been
delivered between the 17th and
19th of December, 2021 in two
events organized in Haridwar (by
one Yati Narsinghanand), and in
Delhi (by an organization self-
styled as ‘Hindu Yuva Vahini’)
(hereinafter collectively referred
toas“theevents”)with theappar-
ent objective of declaring war
againstasignificant section of the
Indian Citizenry”.

Itsaid the “hate speeches con-
sisted of open calls for genocide of
Muslims in order to achieve ethnic
cleansing... The speeches, thus,
pose a grave threat not just to the
unity and integrity of our country
butalso endanger the lives of mil-
lions of Muslim citizens”.

They said “no effective steps
have been taken”, and though po-
lice have registered two FIRs
against 10 people who took part
in the Haridwar Dharam Sansad,
only Sections 153A,295A and 298
of the IPC have been invoked.

The pleasaid “itisalsorelevant
tonote that noaction whatsoever
hasbeen taken by the Delhi Police
in relation with the event in
Delhi”.

It contended that the “recent
speeches are a part of a series of
similar speeches” and “not only
the inaction of the police allows

delivery of hate speeches with

Ph No. 0191-2579126/2542759
0194-2506067/2506279
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Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir

Social Welfare Department, Civil Secretariat, J&K
Advertisement Notice

Ifare.adm@g

il.com

Disabilities, J&K

No. SWD/ADM/62/2021-02__Dated:- 07.01.2022

Sd/-

Subject: Filling up of the post of Commissioner for Persons with

Applications are invited from eligible interested persons for appoint-
ment of Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities in the UT of Jammu
and Kashmir in terms of Jammu and Kashmir Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Rules, 2001 issued vide S.0. 91 dated 15.03.2021. The
application form, terms and conditions and eligibility/qualification etc. for
the said post is available within detailed avertisement, which is uploaded
on the departmental website www.jksocialwelfare.nic.in. The interested
candidates may apply in the prescribed format to the Department within
15 days of publication of the notice.

Under Secretary to the Government

Social Welfare Department

DIPJ-11678

[ Gorve = e of Qubsha Unditaldng]
TEL Regd. Office: Janpath, Bhubaseswar-T310E
‘s CIK: L D DR S G DT RS
HNOTICE TD 'IJ'E NDORS

E%ullm POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LINITED

D22 02,2022,
HIFR-54i31031-22
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Applications from mpuiod manufaciurrs or authoeised doslers
of the manufacturers or suthonsad dealars of the manufacturers
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invilas

impunity butalso shows that the
police authorities are in fact hand
in glove with the perpetrators of
communal hate”.

“That the contents of the
speech feed into an already pre-
vailing discourse which seeks to
reimagine the Indian Republicas
exclusivist,and that which hasno
space for other cultures, tradi-
tions and practices. Such a dis-
courseisinitselfviolative of con-

stitutional guarantees provided to
minority cultures and religions,”
itsaid.

28-fold case rise

The Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), meanwhile, re-
visedits testing norms to facilitate
early detection of symptomatic
cases. It recommended that
asymptomatic individuals in
community settings, individuals
undertaking inter-state domestic
travel and contacts of patients, un-
less identified as high-risk based
on age or comorbidity, do not
need Covid testing. It specified,
however, that the advisory is
“generic in nature and may be
modified as per discretion of the
state health authorities".

According to Government of-
ficials, the case-count peak will
cross the 4-lakh mark this time —
it had hit a daily peak of 4.14 lakh
on May 6, 2021 — but the
Government is prepared to han-
dle the rising numbers.

As of January 8, infections ap-
pear to have spread rapidly across
India. The number of districts re-
porting a weekly case positivity
rate of more than 5 per cent has
increased from 21 in the week
ending December 25,2021,t0202
inthe week ending January 8 —a
10-fold increase in two weeks.

While Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata,
Chennai, Bengaluru, Ahmedabad,
Noida and Gurgaon are among
the cities of concern, at least 40
districts across 13 states and UTs
have positivity more than 5 per
cent. These include Jharkhand,
Punjab, Haryana, Maharashtra,
West Bengal, Odisha, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh, Delhi,
Assam, MP and UP.

The ICMR, meanwhile, also
recommended that patients dis-
charged from a Covid facility as
per policy don’t need to be tested.
It said the new advisoryis also for
early detection in the elderly and
individuals with co-morbidities.

In a community setting, the
ICMR recommended four cate-
gories to be tested: symptomatic
individuals; at-risk contacts of lab-
confirmed cases; individuals un-
dertaking international travel; and
international travellers arrivingin
India. It said that those who expe-
rience at least one of six symp-
toms — cough, fever, sore throat,
loss of taste and/or smell, breath-
lessness,and/or other respiratory
symptoms — should be tested.

The Council also listed at-risk
contacts in two categories: more
than 60 years of age, and those
with comorbidity, such as dia-
betes, hypertension, lung or kid-
ney disease, malignancy, obesity.

Inahospital setting, it recom-
mended testing according to the

Phone : 0755-2780600,

MADHYA PRADESH TOURISM BOARD

Lily Trade Wing, 6th Floor, Jehangirabad, Bhopal-462008

TENDER NO:- 122/188/IP/MPTB/Vyayan/2021

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Unique opportunity for investment in Tourism Sector
Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board is pleased to offer the following
Lands and heritage properties to the potential investors on
unique locations to set up tourism project as mention against
each land parcels on DBFOT basis :-

E-mail:-jdip.mptb@mp.gov.in
Dated : 07.01.2022

S. | Village | Tehsil | District | Khasra| Area in | Proposed
No. No. Hect. | Tourism
Project
1. | Vijay- Vijay- | Katni 475 3.246 | Heritage
raghav- |raghav- Hotel
garh fort| garh
(Katni)

www.tourism.mp.gov.in
M.P. Madhyam/103238/2022

The RFP documents can be downloaded from website
www.mptenders.gov.in. RFP documents can also be seen at

MANAGING DIRECTOR

DRDAIHG DATE | ASKIUAT | ENE:
(3 RAMEOT WENSITE OFTHE EORRD | HODALOFTICEAJOOHTACT
Mo, | BOARDODRR. (NUTH ILEHE [NNTHLN BT R bt B ol CORP. {NITH DETAILS, [MAIL
TRARH i E RET R i PV s OF THE b TRARASE L, Lo, | P X 1 . ,;_,5__
1 pENE e SR LLSR T AT FTME PGS, EEIGOAE AT AL LR, ; nae Sy it
RO TR ]+ YT T e T B B e e ] N = bl L e i
TOLREH SAFEDATID RO WATION. OF  Mre. SO0, I5T FUOCR TS [ 3207 it
3 SOALRET ALUMBELH S1ATRG I DORRERSE 157 b Tl FL NS AT TrOEEST ::":: e byt S . “"':i':“:_ 3
| comhnyae T | _(gHPEG KRB (NI, Ckb), ptia o oLt i el S
TOUREN | FFONICG CUTCO0R FLRATTLRE 8 W TUS TOURIST COMPLOES O L e
1 DINTLOAHEAT {TC KA LAAT KARAN,  CADCHICK HODML, AGCTAZIVEAD, |1, BINEED L 1Ll et e - .
P A S HITTL SFAlIEE BILE B HE T 1M Bai LR, R iy il ot
STERHAE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT ; www.haryanagprocuremant.gov.in ar www.etenders.hry.nic.in
{l._ GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
2" OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, CENTRAL RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BHUBANESWAR
0-1707 Phone - 674-2540742 Email- se_ccrw@yahoo.co.in

No. 121 /Date:- 10.01.2022
"e" Procurement Notice for Roads Works

Name of the Work

: |Road works

Total No. of Packages

: |03 Nos. of roads

Estimated Cost of the Package

M@

: | Varies from Rs.133.18 lakhs to Rs.539.78 lakhs

Class of Contractor

a) Estimated cost more than Rs. 40.00 lakhs up to Rs. 3.00 Crores

: |B Class & A class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing authorities

b) Estimated cost more than Rs. Rs.3.00 Crores up to Rs. 6.00 Crores

: |A Class & Special class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing authorities

c) Estimated cost more than Rs. Rs.6.00 Crores up to Rs.15.00 Crores

: | Special Class & Super class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing authorities

5. |Period of completion

: |09 (Nine) months for works costing less than Rs. 3.00 Crores
11 (Eleven) months for the works costing from Rs. 3.00 Crores to Rs. 5.00 Crores

6. |Offered rates by bidder

: | The offered rate by the contractor shall be excluding GST.

7. |Other details

Procurement Officer

Bid
Identification No.

Availability of Tender On-line for bidding

Date & Time of opening of tender

From To

Technical Bid Financial Bid

Chief Construction Engineer, Central Rural Works Circle, Bhubaneswar

2
Tender-Online-C.C.02 of 2022

3
17.01.2022 at 11.00 AM

4
31.01.2022 Up to 5.00 PM

5
01.02-2022 at 11.00 AM

To be intimated lateron

Further details can be seen from the web site www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Central Rural Works Circle, Bhubaneswar,

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer

OIPR-25082/11/0051/2122
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Today on the 3 Things podcast, we take a
look at how India has become a significant
hub on the international narcotics supply

map

doctor's advice with the three
considerations: no emergency
procedure be delayed forlack of a
test; patients should not be re-
ferred to other facilities for lack of
a testing set-up; asymptomatic
patients undergoing surgical or
non-surgical invasive procedures,
including pregnant women hos-
pitalised for delivery, should not
be tested unless warranted.

It further recommended that
admitted patients may not be
tested more than once a week.

A senior official from the
Health Ministry said that “consis-
tentevidence shows the Omicron
variant has a growth advantage
over the Delta variant withadou-
bling time of 2-3 days”.

The official said WHO chief
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
has informed that the Omicron
variantappears to produce less se-
vere disease than Delta but should
not be categorised as “mild”.

According to data, 28.79 lakh
cases were recorded globally on
January 7 this year, the highest
since the onset of the pandemic.

Around 62 per cent of the
cases in the week ending January
7 --six out of 10 -- were reported
from the US (31.1%), France
(10.3%), the UK (8.4%), Italy (6.4%)
and Spain(5.8%),accordingtodata
collated by the Health Ministry.

InIndia, there are 4,033 cases
of Omicron, so far. Maharashtra
leads the table with 1,216 cases
followed by Rajasthan (529)and
Delhi (513). There are 2,480 ac-
tive Omicron cases, while 1,552
have been classified as recovered.
There has been only one death,
sofar.

Officials said that while 67 per
cent of the population have been
fully vaccinated and 92 per cent
have gotasingle dose, wearing N-
95 masksis key. About 31 per cent
of the adolescent age group be-
tween 15 and 18 years of age have
been vaccinated in one week.

Officials also cited a study
which showed that without
wearing masks, a person can be
infected within 15 minutes while
with N-95 masks it may take
about 25 hours.

Uptick in deaths
from 12,000t025,000.In contrast,
cases have shot up from less than
10,000 a day on December 28 to
nearly 1.8 lakh now.

The trend in death numbers
usually trails the infection trajec-
tory by about two weeks.
Therefore, the impact of the surge
in infections on the death num-
bers would begin to show only
now. Crucially, the trajectory of
death numbers from now would
reveal how mild the Omicron vari-
ant is, how effective the vaccines
have been,and how prepared the
Governmentis.

Keralais an exception since it
has been reporting the largest
number of Covid-related deaths
in India for over four months
now, accounting for over 80 per
cent. The state has reported an
average of 242 deaths every day
after September, mainly because
of inclusion of uncounted deaths.

Outside of Kerala, the death
count in most states had fallen to
single digits -- on some days, less
than 50 deaths. That is changing
now. On Sunday, 86 deaths were
reported: Maharashtra, Delhi and
West Bengal accounted for 16, 17
and 18 deaths, respectively.

Amonth ago, nearly 20 states
were reporting zero deaths. That
number has come down to barely
a dozen now. In states like
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat or Jharkhand, very few
deaths were being reported over
the past three months, sometimes
one or two in ten days. More
deaths are now getting recorded

RGMOEL OFFICER) COMTACT
EETAILS/EHAOL
3 ISEEET
ek P g G

wee i org dn

A TR ] Y

prefhapnomin
L A3-REENE

e T

Wk STpnLog

aLF]- 1546 :li‘"rl

I
aLmaasEETE |
EoHE PARNLEL N |

_FOR FURTHER INFGR MATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement. gu'.r.m or www.etenders.hry.nic.in |

inthese, and other states.

Fewer have jobs

had ajob but now that proportion
has fallen to one in three.

The number of employed in
the hill state of Uttarakhand has
dropped almost 14 per cent or
441 lakhto27.82lakhoverthelast
five years; that being so, its work-
ing age population has increased
by almost 14 per cent to 91 lakh.
The state’s employment rate has
fallen to 30.43 per cent in
December 2021 compared with
40.1 per cent in December 2016.

Under normal circumstances,
the Unemployment Rate (UER)is
aperfectly fine metricto track job-
lessness, but in India’s case, and
especially over the past decade,
UER has been ineffective in accu-
rately assessing the true level of
jobdistress. That's because UER is
expressed as “unemployed as a
percentage of the labour force”
but over the past decade, India’s
labour force participation rate
(LFPR)itself has been declining.

The LFPR is essentially the
labour force as a percentage of the
working age population. In most
other comparable countries, the
LFPR is between 60 per cent and
70 per cent. In India, it has been
hovering around 40 per cent.
What this means is that in other
countries 60 per cent of people
belonging to the working age
group(i.e, 15 yearsand above)de-
mand a job while in India only 40
per centlook for a job.

While all the four states were
below the national average, the
fact is India — as a whole — has
seen its LFPR and employment
rate fall sharply over the past five
years. Between December 2016
and December 2021, India’s LFPR
has fallen from 46 per cent to 40
per cent, and the employment
rate from 43 per cent to 37 per
cent. Asaresult, while India’s total
working age population has
jumped 12.5 per cent from 96
crores to 108 crores, the total
number of employed has
dropped about 2 per cent from
41.2 crores to 404 crores.

"The Indian economy has
been losing its growth momen-
tumssince 2016.Between demon-
etisation, GST and Covid, there has
been one disruption after an-
other," says Himanshu, Associate
Professor of Economics at
Jawaharlal Nehru University.

The fall has been steady and
spread over five years in UP; Goa
saw arapid fall, with the January-
March 2019 quarter witnessing
the sharpest. In Punjab, the
January-August 2020 period did
witness a substantial fall.

Last week, Haryana Chief
Minister M L Khattar had refuted
the CMIE data showing high un-
employmentrate in the state. “We
shall discuss the issue with the
Advocate General and action shall
be taken, if required,” he had said
claiming that official reports —
read surveys of National Statistical
Office — showed unemployment
rate in Haryana at not more than
6.1 per cent.

While CMIE estimates of un-
employment in Haryana are
higher than NSO's, the two data
setsare not comparable since they
employ different definitions and
methodologies. Moreover, even
by NSO estimates, Haryana's un-
employment has been in double
digits since April 2020.

38-yr-old killed
claim, was allegedly drunk.
Tripathi died on the spot, leaving
behind his wife and 10-year-old
son, and their home in Rohini's
Budh Vihar.

When Tripathi was hit, he was
waiting for a food order.

“There was a time when Salil
was earning well. He sent money
to us. After the first lockdown,
everything changed. We were
struggling to make ends meet...
We don’t know how we will run
the house now. I am a farmer,
and [ don’t have much savings,”
said Tripathi’s elder brother,
Manoj, who lives in Ayodhya.

According to his family,
Tripathi did his schoolingin Delhi
before joining P Institute of Hotel
Management and Catering
Technology in Meerut. He started

New Delhi

working in 2003, and held jobs at
City Park hotel, The Suryaa hotel,
Park Plaza Hotels & Resorts, and
Rico’s restaurant.

“Salil was a manager at the
restaurant in Hudson Lane, but
was fired after it shut down during
the first wave. He was athome for
afew months and used up all his
savings. We thought the lock-
down was temporary and Salil
would get his job back, or find an-
other job soon. He found one ata
café but lost that too in 2021 be-
cause the owners faced losses due
to Covid. Since then, he had only
this delivery job,” said Manoj, the
brother.

Tripathi’s wife Sucheta said his
father, aformer mechanical engi-
neer at a printing unit, died from
Covidlast April. “It wasn't easy for
us... Salil's employers didn’t even
give him his salary. He had to join
Zomato to help pay for school fees
and other expenses. He worked
day and night...the job was ex-
hausting. I always worried for
him,” she said.

According to DCP (Rohini)
Pranav Tayal, the constable in-
volved in Saturday's accident, Zile
Singh, was arrested the same
night. The police are looking at
claims by eyewitnesses that he
was inebriated at the time.

But all that's of little consola-
tion to the family. “What do 1 do
now? My son keeps asking ques-
tions,” Sucheta said, adding that
they might shift to Ayodhya soon.

According to the family,
Tripathi worked 7-8 hours every
day delivering food,and earned Rs
8,000-Rs 10,000 a month based
on the orders and the workload.
Before Covid, he was earning Rs
40,000-50,000.

His friend, Sameer, said: “We
worked at the same restaurant,
but many staffers were laid off. I
knew he was struggling, but he
was strong. He was an honest
man and a great friend. He never
complained.”

The family said aZomato offi-
cialmet them though they are yet
to get any financial help.

A Zomato official said: “Our
team has collected documents to
ensure help is provided with the
help of our insurance partners.
There could be a delay from the
insurance partner’s side.”

The official also said there has
beenanincrease in the number of
delivery partners they employ
since the lockdown. “Most of
them are students or individuals
whowanttodoaninterimgig be-
fore they canland a better job.”

Delhi shutdown

zone,” Delhi L-G Anil Baijal
tweeted.

Kabir Suri, President of the
National Restaurant Association
of India (NRAI), said the new
guidelines were unsustainable
and would impact “over 3 lakh
people” employed in eateries in
Delhi. “This will lead to wide-
spread unemployment, as no
one knows how long this will go
on,” he said, adding that over 25
per cent of the restaurants shut
last year and more than 24 lakh
people lost their jobs nationally.

After the onset of Covid, the
restaurant sector was the first to
be shut and almost the last one
torestart during the firstand sec-
ond lockdowns, Suri said. They
were allowed to stay open till
midnight only towards the end
of August 2021. “We somehow
survived so far, but with the new
guidelines in Delhi it seems
highly unlikely that we can sus-
tain any longer,” he said.

Suri said that dine-out fre-
quency in Delhi was the maxi-
mum — “6 times per month
compared to the national aver-
age of 4.5 times” — whereas take-
away/ delivery was meagre.

According to officials present
atthe DDMA meeting, the sharp
increase in the number of Covid
cases over the past two weeks,
and an uptickin deaths, have au-
thorities worried.

On Monday, one in four per-
sons tested in Delhi was found to
be positive for Covid. A total of
19,166 cases were recorded.

Delhialso reported 17 deaths
due to the infection for the sec-
ond day in a row on Monday.

There have been 70 deaths due
tothe infection in the first 10 days
of the year, the data shows. There
were only nine deaths in
December, seven in November,
four in October, and five in
September as per the data.

Outofthe 1.5 crore adult pop-
ulation in the city, nearly 1.12
crore are fully vaccinated.

‘Denied dignity’
she said, around the impact of
pornography on the minds of the
youth. “It’s time to revisit that
conversation.”

She pointed to a tweet on
January 6 by film actor Siddharth
who made “derogatory remarks”
against badminton champion
Saina Nehwal after she tweeted
her support to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi following the se-
curity breach during his visit to
Punjab. The National
Commission for Women has
since taken cognizance of the ac-
tor’s tweet and has written to the
Maharashtra DGP to investigate
the matter, as well as to Twitter
India.

“Dowomen get explicitly ob-
jectified only through one app?
No. As I came to this conversa-
tion, I had aworld champion, Ms
Nehwal, who was demeaned for
her political position, nolessby a
so-called popular actor, a man
who would have known better.
We need to look at this issue
holistically. Are only the men
who are caught the ones we need
tobe concerned about? Or, those
who deny a woman the right to
speak?... Ms Nehwal had a point
of view. But she was demeaned
and objectified. Should such men
be brought to justice as well?”
she said.

On the targeting of women
viaapps, shesaid: “I have been at
the political receiving end of it by
no less than a Vadra family mem-
ber. Does the issue enrage me?
Absolutely. [ had the opportunity
of pronouncing that the Ministry
of Home Affairs, and I am grate-
ful to the Home Minister who en-
sured that that those who are ad-
judged criminals in cases of
sexual assault of children are
brought together as a part of one
component where there is a
tracking system for such crimi-
nals. [ believe that the Home
Ministry has (a record of) seven
lakh such individuals who have
been accused of sexual assault
and such crimes.”

On the introduction of the
Bill to raise the legal age of mar-
riage for women in India, Irani
said: “When I spoke about the
need for women to have an
equal right to matrimony at the
age of 21, there was support from
across the nation, from women
of all communities and all reli-
gions. The only naysayers were
the men who were in that
House, making that noise. What
is a matter of great satisfaction
for me, particularly as a political
representative of my party, is
that we spoke in one voice about
the need for all women to have
that right, across all religions.”

Responding to criticism that
the Bill proposes to criminalise a
large section of marriages in the
country, she said this was misin-
formation.

“I think that is one of the
greatest rumours that is being
spread... Those who seek to dis-
enfranchise women from the
right to equality are propagating
this falsehood. How is it criminal
for awoman to have equal rights
toenter into matrimony as that of
aman? This announcement that
marriages will be criminalised is
afalsehood... Currently, when
you look at all the numbers of the
NFHS (National Family Health
Survey), you find that close to 7
per cent girls between the age of
15-18 years are already pregnant.
When the survey looked at
women of 24 years, they found
that close to 23 per cent of them
were married under the age of 18
years. The fact that for 75 yearsin
our country, menand women did
not enter marriage at the same
ageisamatter of deepregret,” she
said.
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No quarantine after Covid
duty for healthcare workers

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

WITH SHORTAGE of healthcare
workers looming as more and
more test positive — including at
least 750 doctors across six ma-
jor government hospitals in
Delhi — doctors will not be re-
quired to quarantine after finish-
ing their duties in Covid-19
wards, as per guidelines of the
Union Health Ministry.

As per the new guidelines re-
leased on Sunday night, under
the head, “Regular quarantine of
healthcare workers after per-
forming duty in Covid-19 areas”,
itis stated that any quarantine or
isolation of healthcare workers
other than “stipulated above” is
not warranted. The doctors say
this could lead to cross-trans-
mission of the infection.

“Our hospital was treating
only Covid-19 patients during
the previous wave. This meant
that the entire staff was treating
only those who already had the
infection. Also, there was a five-
seven day gap after Covid-19
duty where the staff remained
in isolation, thereby, reducing
the risk of transmitting the infec-
tion to the others,” said a resi-
dent doctor from Lok Nayak hos-
pital on condition of anonymity.

The doctor added, “Now, with
somany doctors, nurses and staff
members testing positive, the
hospital is strictly following the

—— BRIEFLY —

Courtgrants
bail towifein
Rohit Tiwari
murder

New Delhi: A Delhi court
granted bail to Apoorva
Shukla, accused of killing
her husband Rohit
Shekhar Tiwari, the son
of late veteran politician
N D Tiwari. Additional
Sessions Judge Prashant
Sharma granted bail to
Apoorva on January 7,
noting that the comple-
tion of recording of evi-
dence will take time as
only 12 out of 56 wit-
nesses have been exam-
ined till date. The court
said it was a cardinal
principle that a person
will be treated innocent
till he/she is proven guilty
and that “bailisarule and
jail is an exception”.

Over 1,000
Covidcasesin
Delhi Policein
last 10 days

New Delhi: The Delhi
Police reported over
1,129 Covid cases among
staffers in the last 10
days. Personnel
including Additional
Commissioner of Police
(Crime Branch) and the
Delhi Police PRO have
tested positive. Anil
Mittal, Additional PRO
(Consultant), said, “We
have recorded numbers
from January 1 till now.
Most are under home
quarantine and stable.”

Threefrom
citywinat
IndiaSkills
competition

New Delhi: Three contest-
ants from Delhi won
medals at the IndiaSkills
competition and will rep-
resent India at the
WorldSkills competition
2022 in Shanghai. A Delhi
team of 22 competitors
in 18 different skills had
competed. Of them,
Abdul Rahim won asilver
medal in hair dressing,
Pranav Pahwa won a sil-
ver medal in hotel recep-
tion and Sakshi Kumari
won a bronze medal in
industry 4.0.ENS

Atleast 750 doctors across six major government hospitals
in Delhi have tested positive. Archive

new guidelines wherein no quar-
antine is allowed. Without tak-
ing a break, the doctors have to
continue working in non-Covid
areas where the patients might
already have a poor immune sys-
temand get exposed to the infec-
tion from us.”

With Covid-19 spreading like
wildfireamong the staff members
atthe hospital, most departments
are operating at one-third the ca-
pacity. “There are nearly 150 to
200 resident doctors positive in
the hospital at the moment, 10-12
persons are positive in each de-
partment. The number of cases
has exploded. The wards where
eight doctors used to be posted
are now managed by just two or
three people,” the doctor said.

Keeping the shortage of staff
in mind, the health ministry has

written to the states thatresidents
may be hired froma website with
details of eligible candidates cre-
ated by the Centre. MBBS interns
and final-year MBBS students
may also be taught clinical man-
agement of Covid patients, the
Centre has said.

The Indian Express had earlier
reported that in several hospi-
tals, doctors have been asked
not to quarantine themselves
even if they are exposed to a
Covid-19 positive person, unless
they start developing symptoms
and test positive.

Incase of abreachin the per-
sonal protective equipment
(PPE), meaning that the health-
care workers come in contact
with a positive person without
appropriate masking, etc, they
will continue working with

proper PPE and get tested on the
fifth day of exposure.

Only if the healthcare work-
ers have symptoms suggestive
of Covid-19 will they isolate and
get tested. They will receive
treatment as per the severity of
the disease. “Healthcare work-
ers can resume duties while
wearing appropriate personal
protective equipment if symp-
toms have resolved (except mild
cough), and they are afebrile
(without fever) for 3 successive
days,” the guidelines read.

Adoctor from Safdarjung hos-
pital, which also has nearly 200
doctors positive, said this is not
only putting the patients butalso
families of doctors atrisk. “Earlier,
the doctors were provided rooms
for isolation while they were on
Covid-19 duty and for a period of
one week after that. Now that the
hospital is not arranging for it,
doctors have to go back home and
put their families at risk,” the res-
ident doctor said.

A senior faculty member
from the hospital said, “There is
a crisis of manpower, there is a
need now to rationally deploy
the staff to ensure all services are
kept running.”

The resident doctor from Lok
Nayak said, “The way the infec-
tionis spreading among the staff,
[ think the administrators are
waiting for everyone to just get
exposed and then they will have
their entire workforce available
ina couple of weeks.”

46 deaths in five days this month
in capital, 34 had co-morbidities

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

OF THE 46 people who died of
Covid-19 between January 5
and January 9, 25 were above
the age of 60 years, 34 had co-
morbid conditions, while 21
tested positive after being ad-
mitted to hospital for some
other ailment.

Only 11 were vaccinated.

According to officials,among
those who died were also peo-
ple who had been injured in ac-
cidents, or children born with
congenital issues, who hap-
pened to test positive for Covid
as well.

Datarelated to deaths of pa-
tients was discussed in the Delhi
Disaster Management Authority
meeting on Monday, where
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and Lt-Governor Anil Baijal were
present.

The number of Covid deaths
has gone up significantly this
month, after low numbers were
recorded since September 2021.
There have been 70 deaths due
to the infection in the first 10
days of the year, the data shows.
There were only nine deaths in
December, seven in November,
four in October, and five in
September.

Out of the 46, 28 were men
and 18 were women. One person
was below the age of 15; one be-
low the age of 20; 5 below the
age of 50; and 14 were between
41 and 60 years of age.

Asignificant number — 37 —
had come to the hospital after

Worst-hit during pandemic, feel
targeted: Restaurants on dine-in ban

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

WITH DINE-IN at Delhi’s restau-
rants closed from Tuesday in a
bid to contain a surge in Covid
cases, stakeholders in the indus-
try say they feel singled out and
targeted. As per the new restric-
tions announced by the Delhi
government on Monday, only
home delivery and takeaways
will be allowed.

Kabir Suri, co-founder and di-
rector, Azure Hospitality, who is
currently the president of the
National Restaurant Association
of India (NRAI), questioned how
markets can be allowed to re-
main open while buses and
Metros operate at full capacity,
even as restaurants — which
were already running at 50% ca-
pacity — have been asked to shut
completely.

“This will lead to widespread
unemployment because no one
knows how long this will go on,”
Suri said, adding that the indus-
try employs lakhs of people at
various levels, and contributes
significantly to the GDP.

“World over, the key is to fol-
low social distancing norms, get
boosters and go on with life, but
each time there is a surge in in-
fections, the hospitality industry
is singled out,” he added.

Riyaaz Amlani, CEO and MD
of Impresario Handmade

Home delivery and takeaways will be allowed. Archive

Restaurants, which runs around
20 restaurants in the capital in-
cluding Smoke House Deli and
Social, said, “Iwould like to be en-
lightened on how this is going to
help — given that we are already
following  50%  seating.
Restaurants are tired of taking it
on the chin just for optics.”

Late on Monday evening, the
NRAlissued a statement saying:
“Right from the onset of Covid,
the restaurant sector has been
one of the worst-hit. We were the
first ones to be shut and almost
thelast ones to restart during the
first and second lockdowns and
Ireckon that this third wave is go-
ing to be even worse than last
year. We somehow survived so
far, but with the new guidelines
announced today in Delhi, it

seems highly unlikely that we
can sustain any longer.”

There are 95,187 eateries in
Delhi.Out of these, 32,777 are or-
ganised restaurants (with FSSAI
number and GST) and the rev-
enue generated per year from
these is Rs 31,132 crore. Also, the
dine-out frequency in the city is
maximum, siX times per month,
compared to the national aver-
age of 4.5 times, whereas take-
aways/delivery are meagre. All of
this is going to be at a standstill
once again, the statement adds.

Even as the order does not
specify any duration for the dine-
in restrictions, their only hope is
it doesn't last too long. Zorawar
Kalra, founder-director of
Massive Restaurants, which in-
cludes brands such as Farzi Cafe,

PaPa Yaand Bo Tai, said, “We are
hopeful that if hospitalisations
and deaths are not increasing,
these restrictions can be quickly
removed as they are extremely
debilitating for the already belea-
guered industry and will result in
a major increase in permanent
closures and unemployment in
the sector.”

The financial crunch that
such shutdowns lead them to has
many stressed. Just two days ago,
the NRAI had written to mall
owners and landlords to waive
off rentals for the duration of
pandemic-related curbs.

Suri said that while deliver-
ies are allowed, the issue of e-
passes for delivery staffis still to
be streamlined and they are go-
ing torequest the government to
reconsider this dine-in ban or
not let this carry on beyond a
week or so.

Priyank Sukhija, founder of
First Fiddle F&B Pvt Ltd, which
owns restaurants like Lord Of The
Drinks, Warehouse Cafe,
Dragonfly and Lazeez Affaire,
said, “Ever since night curfew and
weekend curfew were an-
nounced in Delhi, we have been
as good as shut. And we do un-
derstand we have to live with it
for another month or so. When
these restrictions are lifted, I sin-
cerely hope the government
comes forward with some kind
of tangible support package for
the industry.”

At Shehnai banquet hall Covid care centre, Monday. Abhinav Saha

DEATHS THIS MONTH

COVID DEATHS BETWEEN
JANUARY 5 AND 9:46
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People who tested positive
after admission for
another condition: 21

Those who came to
hospital with oxygen
saturation under 94: 37

Those with co-morbid
conditions: 34

Those inICUs: 32
Vaccinated: 11

their oxygen saturation levels
dropped below 94. Doctors
have advised people who have
tested positive for Covid to
check their oxygen saturation
levels regularly and go to the
hospital in case the levels fall
below 94.

Of the 46, 12 died the same
day as they were admitted, while
14 died three to seven days after
admission. Only three were ad-
mitted for longer than a week,
data shows.

Govt plan for 1 lakh
cases a day

The Delhi government,
meanwhile, presented its bed
requirement assessment at
Monday’s meeting. It said that
if Delhi sees 1 lakh cases a day,
the city will have to prepare
46,000 hospital beds — 28,000
oxygenated ones and 18,000
ICU beds.

This is based on the assump-
tion that of all those people who
test positive, 5% will be admitted
to hospitals.

Assuming a hospitalisation
rate of 5%, if daily cases touch
the 30,000 mark, 1,500 patients
would be in need of hospitali-
sation; 1,200 would be in need
of oxygen support; 300 would
need ICU support; and the
total hospital beds needed
to tackle this magnitude would
be 13,800.

At present, there are 65,800
active cases in the city. Of them,
only 1,999 persons are hospi-
talised. There are 438 persons on
oxygen support and 65 patients
on ventilators.

On Day 1, over 8,000 in 60+
age group get precaution dose

ANONNADUTT &
GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

OVER 8,000 people in the 60-
plus age category with co-mor-
bid conditions received their
“precaution dose” as the drive
started on Monday. As per data,
18,795 precaution doses were
administered till Monday
evening, of which 8,040 were
given to the elderly. In compari-
son, 6,212 healthcare workers
and 4,543 frontline workers re-
ceived the shot.

“Those above the age of 60
years were keen on getting their
precaution dose; over the last
couple of days, I have been re-
ceiving several queries about it.
We have already told all our vac-
cinators that they are to give the
dose to anyone over the age of 60
who comes to get the shot. There
is no need for them to get a doc-
tor’s certificate stating that they
have co-morbidities,” said a
Delhi health department official.

As per the Centre’s estimate,
nearly 20% of those over the age
of 60 years would receive the
precaution dose. However, the
Delhi official said they were
planning for more people to
come in: “There is a scare be-
cause of the high number of
cases right now and we expecta
high proportion of people over
the age of 60 years to get it.”

Hours before wrestler’s murder, Sushil fired
at dogs, assaulted fellow athletes: Chargesheet

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

HOURS BEFORE the alleged ab-
duction and murder of 27-year-
old wrestler Sagar Dhankar last
year, Olympic medallist Sushil
Kumar, the main accused, al-
legedly made his way to
Chhatrasal stadium, fired at a
pack of barking dogs, assaulted
athletes with his pistol, and
forced them to leave, the Delhi
Police has claimed in its supple-
mentary chargesheet.

The alleged events took
place on May 5, as per the sup-
plementary chargesheet filed by
the Crime Branch at Rohini court
last year against four men, rely-
ing on disclosure statements of
Sushil’s security guard Anil
Dhiman and other accused.

In his statement to police,
Dhiman, who had been working
with Sushil at Chhatrasal sta-

dium since April 2019 and han-
dled “private and official work”
related to the wrestler, has
claimed he was with him on the
night of May 4-5, 2021, when
Sushil allegedly called several
people to the basketball ground
and said he wanted to “teach a
lesson to some people”.

Co-accused Rahul claimedin
his statement that he along with
Sushil, who was allegedly carry-
ingalicensed pistol,and another
associate reached the stadium
and found coaches and wrestlers
gathered there.

Just as they arrived, a few
dogs started barking and Sushil,
“who was very angry at the
time”, allegedly fired in their di-
rection. Sushil then asked two
wrestlers to leave the stadium.
When a wrestler, Vikas, asked
Sushil, “Pehalwan ji what hap-
pened?”, he allegedly assaulted
Vikas and chased him away af-
ter snatching his phone.

Olympic medallist Sushil
Kumar is the main accused
in the alleged murder case,
which took place in May
last year. Archive

According to Rahul, after
chasing away a third wrestler,
Sushil said, “Where I go, who |

meet, what I eat — all this infor-
mation is being leaked by Sagar
and Sonu Mahal.”

Sushil then asked a fourth
wrestler to hand over his phone,
and his refusal was met with the
former allegedly hitting him on
the forehead with his pistol.

Dhiman claimed that “later
that night, I, along with Sushil
and others, visited Shalimar
Bagh and abducted Amit and
Ravinder (who were assaulted
along with Sagar) around 11.30
pm and took them to Chhatrasal
stadium.” He told police that the
duo were assaulted “on Sushil’s
instructions”.

“At the stadium, we beat
themalot... we thenvisited a flat
in Model Town where we ab-
ducted Sagar, Jaibhagwan, and
Sonu and took them to the sta-
dium,” Dhiman claimed in his
statement.

According to the
chargesheet, he quoted Sushil as

saying, “Do not leave them alive.
Beat them mercilessly.”

Co-accused Praveen, a “noto-
rious criminal” involved in four
criminal cases including murder,
further quotes Sushil as saying,
“lam the gunda of this area. How
canyou take over my flat?” ashe
allegedly assaulted them with a
stick.

Dhiman claimed

As per data, 18,795 precaution doses were administered till
Monday evening. AbhinavSaha

Among senior citizens who
lined up on Monday was Laxmi
Narayan (64), a resident of East
Kidwai Nagar. He said: “Iam feel-
ing much better now. I had
tested positive in the first wave...”

AshaDevi (82)said she went
through a harrowing experience
during the second wave after her
family tested positive: “My fam-
ily and I went through a painful
time and I don’t want to go
through that again... I request
everyone to get vaccinated.”

Nearly 2.40 lakh healthcare
workers, 3.50 lakh frontline
workers, and 3.80 lakh co-mor-
bid 60-year- olds are eligible for
the precaution dose in Delhi.
Persons become eligible only af-
ter 9 months of their second dose
or 3 months after an infection.

A senior administrator from
Lok Nayak Hospital said: “We
vaccinated 50 staff members to-

day. Healthcare workers are ea-
ger to get the shot because they
see that many among them are
testing positive.”

AIIMS Director, Dr Randeep
Guleria, also took his precaution
dose on Monday.

Doses were administered at
existing vaccination sites by in-
creasing their capacity by 20%.
However, there were some
glitches in the COWIN portal. “In
the morning, healthcare work-
ers at private hospitals were un-
able to get the shot as the portal
kept prompting that vaccination
was to happen at government
centres only. There was also an
issue with registration of walk-
in candidates for 1-1.5 hours,and
some people had to be turned
away. The glitches have been
sorted and we think there will be
ahigher turnout tomorrow,” said
the government official.

that they “assaulted
them with lathi,
danda, hockey stick
and baseball bat. Our
intention was to kill
Sagar and Jaibhagwan
as that was what

Advertisement No. 5/2022
Government of India

Public Enterprises Selection Board

invites applications for the post of

DIRECTOR (PROJECTS)
in
ENGINEERING PROJECTS (INDIA)
LIMITED
Last date of receipt of applications in
PESB is by 15.00 hours on

21* March, 2022.
For details login to website

http://www.pesb.gov.in

CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH UNIVERSITY,

MEERUT (U.P)
RECRUITMENT NOTICE

Online Applications are invited from Indian Citizens for appointment
against following posts of Assistant Professors in the University:

Sushil wanted... He

was scared that Sagar
and Jaibhagwan were

Advertisement No. Post Number of Posts & Department | Level
Academic/01/2022| Assistant | Sanskrit (UR—-02& OBC-02) | 10
Professor

collecting informa-
tion on him and
wanted to cause him
harm (to his life);
that's why Sushil

e The Last date of online submission of application form is 30.01.2022.

e Last date of submission of the printout of online filled form (downloaded)
is 05.02.2022.

e Link for the form and other details: http://www.ccsuniversity.ac.in/
ccsu/recruitment.

Registrar

wanted to kill them...”
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CRIMES TOOK PLACE IN PAST 2 YEARS: FARIDABAD POLICE

Serial killer who murdered 4,
including 3 minors, nabbed

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
GURGAON, JANUARY 10

FARIDABAD POLICE Monday
claimed to have arrested a 54-
year-old serial killer, who has al-
legedly murdered four women,
including three minor girls, in
the past two years. The accused,
asecurity guard ata currently in-
operative private hospital in
Faridabad, was also arrested
three decades ago in connection
with murder of his uncle and
nephew, but was later acquitted,
said police.

Police said the accused tried
to allegedly sexually assault the
minors, and when they com-
plained or resisted, he strangled
them and dumped their bodies
inacanal.

The accused, Singhraj, hails
from Jasana village, and also has
three prior cases of theft and
cheating against him. The case
was cracked after the decom-
posed body of a 22-year-old
woman, who had been missing

Police said the accused
tried to allegedly
sexually assault the
minors, and when they
complained or resisted,
he strangled them and
dumped their bodies in
acanal

since December 31, was found
near the bushes from Agra canal
in Faridabad’s Sector 17 on
January 5.

The woman, a college stu-
dent from Palwal, went missing
when she was on her way from
the market to arelative’s placein
Bhutani. Her family filed a miss-
ing persons’ complaint on
January 1, and the accused was
arrested on January 7, after he al-
legedly informed a woman’s rel-
ative over the phone that he had
killed her and dumped her body
in the canal.

Surinder Sheoran, ACP, crime,
said that during questioning, the
accused confessed to murdering
three minor girls, aged 12-15,
who were reported missing.

“He used to lure the minors
by offering them money or
something to eat. He would later
molest them at the hospital
building and if they complained,
resisted or raised an alarm, he
would strangle them. He
wrapped the bodies in blankets,
cycled to the canal and dumped
them there early in the morning.
The bodies would float away and
were never recovered. So far, he
has confessed to raping one mi-
nor girl,” said the ACP.

Police said in December
2019, he allegedly lured a 15-
year-old daughter of a tea seller
to the hospital building. In
August 2020, he targeted a 12-
year-old who was a friend of the
tea seller’s daughter he mur-
dered earlier. And in June 2021,
he allegedly raped and killed a
15-year-old girl who had been
employed as a sweeper at the

building.

Narender Kadiyan, DCP
Crime, Faridabad, said in 1987,
the accused was named in con-
nection with the murder of his
paternal uncle and his nephewin
aland dispute case. “He was later
acquitted and the family reached
a compromise. He got embold-
ened with each murder as he
evaded arrest. He was arrested af-
ter we traced his last phone call.”

In the recent murder case,
police said the accused knew the
22-year-old woman for over two
years.On December 31, he called
her from the market to sector
17/18 chowk and took her near
the canal on his cycle. “He at-
tempted to sexually assault her
and when she resisted, he stran-
gled her and threw the body in
the canal. He left, assuming the
body would float away, but it got
stuck,” said ACP Sheoran.

Police said he claimed he
confessed to murdering the
woman over a phone call with
her relative on January 5 as he
“repented” it.

Nuh: Four teenage girls buried alive as
mound of soil caves in, one minor injured

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, JANUARY 10

FOUR TEENAGE girls were killed
while aminor girl was injured af-
ter they were buried underneath
a mound of soil on Monday
evening in Nuh.

The victims have been iden-

tified as Wakeela (19), Janista
(18), Taslima (10) and Gulafsha

9).

Police said a nine-year-old
girl, Sofiya, was injured and
rushed to a nearby hospital,
where her condition s said to be
stable.

According to police, the inci-
dent took place around 6.30 pm

in Kangarka village in Tauru
when the victims were collect-
ing dry soil from a panchayati
earth mound for personal and
household use.

Suresh, SHO, Sadar Tauru
police station, said, “While col-
lecting and digging dry soil
from the bottom, the mound
got hollowed out and soil from
the top collapsed on them. Four
of them were buried under-
neath the mound. After hear-

ing the cries for help, one girl
was rescued and rushed to a
hospital.”

Police said the bodies were
pulled out of the mound and
four were declared dead at a hos-
pital.

DC Nuh Shakti Singh visited
the spot on Monday night and
assured the family of support as
per the law. “It is a tragic inci-
dent. I visited the site of accident
and met the families.”

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

] MAJ ANURAG SRIVASTAVA, SC (POSTHUMOUS)
In fond remembrance of Major Anurag Srivastava,
SC (Posthumous) who was martyred in a counter
infiltration operation in Kupuwara, Jammu and
Kashmir on 11 Jan 1996. He was commissioned
into 2 MECH INF [1 JAT (LI)] on 27 Aug 1983.
“Sherry” as he was fondly known shall always
inspire “The Royal Jats”

Colonel Prakash Prasad, Sena Medal and All Ranks
2 MECH INF [1 JAT (LI)]

®, NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ
TENDER NOTICE No. AGC-ELG-T-07Esc-2021-22 Sr. DEE (Gen.)
Date : 07/01/2022 North Central Railway, Agra
TENDER NOTICE

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (General) North Central Railway, Agra for
and behalf of President of India invites "Open Tender" through online only (E-
Tendering) for the following works.

S.| Tender

AGC-ELG-T-07 Esc-2021-22
N. No.

Annual Maintenance Contract (AMC) of 01 nos.
Escalator installed at Mathura Jn. Rly. Stn. PF-1 for 36
months.

Completion period 36 months

Name of work with
1.|lits location &
Completion Period

Approx. Cost of the

2. work

Rs. 1926837.26

Note:- For full details and submission of bid please see the IREPS website
Tenders can only be submitted through web portal www.ireps.gov.in upto 15:00

26/22 (P
I']@CPRONCR

hrs.on 31.01.2022
i North central railway

E&,& OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING

ENGINEER, RWS & S DIVISION, BARGARH
01678 Email:- eerwss_bgh@nic.in, Ph (O):- 06646 233220.
FAX:- 06646 234626
No. 151/ Dt. 07.01.2022
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA “e” PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Bid Identification No 11 of 2021-22

The Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Bargarh on behalf of the Governor

of Odisha invites tenders from the valid licensed holder contractors of class ‘B’

or ‘A’ registered with any department of State Government or equivalent class of

Central Govt. etc. to be eventually drawn up to G2 Contract Form for the work

as per terms and conditions noted below.

1. Name of the work:- Execution of Improvement with retrofitting of Rural piped
water supply to different villages on clubbed up mode under Padampur &
Jharbandha Block in the District Bargarh - 5 Nos.

2. Approx. Estimated cost:- Rs Varies from Rs 79.21 to 299.30 lakhs

3. Date and time of availability of document in the portal:- Dt. 25.01.2022 to Dt.
28.02.2022 up to 5.00 PM

4. Last date/ time for receipt of bids in the portal:- Dt. 23.02.22 up to 5.00 P.M

5. Date & time of Opening of Tender:- 24.02.22 at 11.00 A.M.

6. Name and address of the Officer Inviting Bid:- Executive Engineer, RWS&S
Division, Bargarh, District:- Bargarh

Further details can be seen

“http://tendersorissa.gov.in”.

The authority reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning

any reason thereof.

www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in

.

from the e-procurement portal

Sd/-

Executive Engineer,
RWS&S Division, Bargarh
OIRP - 25157/11/0014/2122

OFFICE OF DEPUTY

COMMISSIONER,LATEHAR

Ref No: 37 Date:07-01-2022
Very Short-termTender for the Selection of Architectural
Firm/Agency/Consultant for theComplete Design and
Build of Sports Complex under DMFT.

SL.NO INFORMATION/SUBJECT DETAIL
1 2 3
Selection of Architectural
o1 NAME OF WORK F !rm/Agenq"/Consultant for Complete
Design and Build of Sports Complex under
DMFT
02 DATE OF PUBLICATION OF BID 07-01-2022
EARNEST MONEY TO BE
03 DEPOSITED Rs.1,00,000.00(0ne Lakh)
LAST DATE & TIME FOR BID
04 SUBMISSION 17-01-2022,  02:00 PM
05 BID SUBMISSION PLACE DRDA Office,Latehar
06 | DATE AND TIME FOR BID OPENING 17-01-2022,  04:00 PM
07 BID OPENING PLACE D.C Office, Latehar
NAME AND OFFICE FOR .
08 INVITINGTENDER Deputy Commissioner, Latehar
HELPLINE NO. AND EMAIL L
09 ADDRESS ddc-lat@nic.in

NOTE: - FOR FURTHER DETAIL PLEASE
VISIThttps://latehar.nic.in DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
PR 261401 (Latehar)21-22*D LATEHAR

k @} Kerala Co-operative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd.
Milma Bhavan, Pattom P.O, Thiruvananthapuram-695004

Phone: 0471 2786415 & 416 e-mail: purchase@milma.com
milma

KCMMF:HO:PUR:131:2022-23 11/01/2022
Bids are invited through e-tenders from interested Bidders for supply of Dairy
Consumables/ice cream packing materials for our Dairies. e-tenders are
hosted in www.etenders.kerala.gov.in. Last date for submission of bids
is 28.01.2022. For more details, log on to www.etenders.kerala.gov.in or

www.milma.com
e PUNE METROPOLITAN REGION
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, PUNE

E-Tender Notice No. 10 for FY 2021-22

PMRDA invites Bids through e-tendering for
work of “Technical, Legal and Financial Support
Services for PMRDA'’s PPP and other Infrastructure
Projects for a period of 40 months”

The Tender document can be downloaded
from the website: www.mahatenders.gov.in from
10/01/2022 upto 15.00 Hrs. onwards. Last date for sub-
mission of the proposal is, 25/01/2022 upto 15.00 Hrs.
The changes of any Can be available on www.maha-
tenders.gov.in.

Managing Director.

Sd/-
CHIEF ENGINEER (Engg Div-2)
Pune Metropolitan Region Development Authority, Pune

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E-Tender No. DRM-C-Agra-CloakRoom-1-22 Date : 07.01.2022
TENDER NOTICE

Divisional Railway Manager (Commercial), Agra for and on behalf of
the President of India, invites "Open Tender" through online
(E-Tendering) for three (03) years from Individuals/Firms/
Companies intending to have the following work.

The details of the tender are as under :-

Contract for managing Cloak Room at
Agra Cantt., Agra Fort & Mathura Jn.
Railway station over Agra Division.

Name of work

Reserve Price
(For First Year)

Total Tender value for Three
(03) Year

Earnest Money Deposit

284181.00 (Excluding GST)

940641.00 (Excluding GST)

18900.00

2360.00 (Including GST)

For full details and submission of bid please see the Indian
Railway website www.ireps.gov.in. Tender can only be

submitted through web portal www.ireps.gov.in up to 15:00 hrs
on24.02.2022. 23/22 (SP)

Cost of E-Tender Document

GitHub case accused got idea from
similar app in 2019, say police

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

DAYS AFTER arresting a 25-year-
old software developer in con-
nection with the “Sulli deals”
app, where photos of Muslim
women captioned “deal of the
day” were posted six months
ago, the accused Aumkareshwar
Thakur is learnt to have told in-
vestigators that he got the idea
after seeing a similar app, called
‘Sullideals101’ on GitHub in
2019. He also claimed he only
made a “basic app”, which was
later fine-tuned by two other
members of a Twitter group

called ‘Tradmahasabha’.

Thakur was arrested days af-
ter four persons, including two
engineering students and a Delhi
University student, were ar-
rested for a similar app which
posted doctored photos of at
least 100 Muslim women, along
with lewd remarks and com-
ments,on December 31. Both the
apps were hosted on US-based
GitHub.

Delhi Police DCP(Cyber Cell)
KPS Malhotra said Thakur, dur-
ing preliminary interrogation,
admitted that he was amember
of a‘trad’ group —agroup of indi-
viduals on social media target-
ing Dalits, Muslims and women
-onTwitter and the idea to troll

Arbitral award: In

HC, DMRC submits
its financial position

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

THE DELHI Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) Monday in-
formed the Delhi High Court that
it has only a total of Rs 6,208.03
crore inits bank accounts, which
includes its earnings worth Rs
1,014.69 crore.

According to the Anil
Ambani-led Reliance
Infrastructure-promoted Delhi
Airport Metro Express Pvt Ltd
(DAMEPL), the DMRC has to pay
atleast Rs 6,268 crore to comply
with the 2017 arbitral award.

The arbitral award, which
pertains to the Delhi Airport
Metro Express Line, was upheld
by the Supreme Court in
September 2021. Section 89 of
The Metro Railways Act, 2002,
states that only earnings of the
metro railway administration
canbeattached by a courtin the
execution of a decree or order.

The court, last month, had di-
rected the DMRC to furnish de-
tails of all its bank accounts and
asked why it cannot take a loan
from banks to pay the amount to
the Reliance company. In the af-
fidavit filed before the court on
Monday, the DMRC said that it
hasatotal of 1,642.69 crore earn-
ings. But out of this, it said, Rs 514
crore is committed liability
which is “due to employees on
account of leave salary and post-
retirement expenses” and Rs 114
crore is a portion of security de-
posits of smart cards whichis re-
fundable to the commuters.

The rest of the Rs 6,208.03
crore available with the DMRCis
already earmarked for its vari-
ous projects, within and outside
Delhi, according to details sub-
mitted before the court. Amajor

The court, last month, had
directed DMRC to furnish its
bank accounts details. Archive

chunk —Rs 2,869.33 crore — has
been set aside for Phase Illand IV
of the Metro. Arguing against
making the payment at once to
the DAMEPL, the DMRC on
December 22 had called itamat-
ter involving national interests
and argued before the court that
there will be a huge issue if the
Metro s stopped.

While DMRC disputes the
amount claimed by DAMEPL, it
has offered to take over loans of
the company instead of making
the payment directly. Submitting
that the banks have rejected the
offer made by DMRC, DAMEPL
last month told the court that it
would like to directly negotiate
with banks as part of its business
strategy and its plea was not a
“mercy petition” seeking charity.
DAMEPL, while seeking execu-
tion of the award, in its petition,
has said it is in a financial crisis.
Following a court order, Rs 1,000
crore has already been deposited
by the DMRC in an ESCROW ac-
count out of the amount owed to
DAMEPL. “The delay in realisation
of amounts rightfully due to the
Decree Holder under the Award
isalso costing the taxpayeranin-
terest amount of Rs 1.75 crore
daily,” DAMEPL has told the court.

Muslim women was shared
there.

During questioning, Thakur
is learnt to have told police
about how he got the idea after
seeing the 2019 app and having
discussions with other mem-
bers of the ‘Tradmahasabha’
group.

“He joined the group on
Twitter in January 2020 and the
idea was to defame and troll
Muslim women. He then made
the app and shared it on the
group along with its code. Two-
three other members then de-
signed the app further,” said an
officer.

Police said that when com-
plaints were filed by women

targeted on the app, Thakur
deleted it.

“He also left the
Tradmahasabha group, which
was deleted in the second week
of July. All members left the
group and deleted their Twitter
handles. We have recovered his
iPhone and iPad and forensic
examinations are on. He claims
that 15-20 anonymous handles
were active in the group, but we
are verifying this,” the officer
said.

Thakur has completed his
schooling from Indore and BCA
from IPS Academy. He was do-
ing freelance work as a website
developer from home, police
said.

Revising vacation,
N95 masks for kids:
Suggestions to panel
on pollution control

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

THE COMMISSION for Air
Quality Management (CAQM)
has constituted a group of ex-
perts which will examine sug-
gestionsit has received on curb-
ing air pollution.

Last month, the commission
had invited suggestions from the
public and experts on a "perma-
nent solution for air pollution in
Delhi-NCR."

This was done on the basis of
aSupreme Court order which di-
rected the CAQM to invite sugges-
tions with the aim of finding a
permanent solution. The com-
mission had provided 14 days for
submission of suggestions. The
nine-member expert group will
be headed by the chairman of
the Haryana State Pollution
Control Board. The group in-
cludes Mukesh Sharma, profes-
sor at [IT-Kanpur; Sachin Ghude,
scientist at the Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology; Anumita
Roychowdhury at the Centre for
Science and Environment; and
Prashant Gargava, Member
Secretary, Central Pollution
Control Board. The group will be
required to examine the sugges-
tions received, recommend
measures for "formulating a per-
manent solution for the air pol-
lution menace,” and suggest a
"policy" to curb air pollution. It
is required to submit its report
within two months.

Among those who sent sug-
gestions is a group of parents of
school-going children in the
NCR. The communication sent
by the parents to the CAQM ear-

CAQM had invited
suggestions on ‘permanent
solution for air pollution in
Delhi-NCR’. Archive

lier this week includes a sugges-
tion to reorganise the school va-
cation. "The CAQM, in consulta-
tion with state governments,
should evaluate reorganisation of
annual school vacations such that
the worst pollution period in
Delhi-NCRis treated as school va-
cation. This will ensure that chil-
dren do not suffer from learning
loss on account of school clo-
sures,” the letter stated.

The communication, signed
by 110 parents, also suggests that
specific scientifically proven
measures be considered for
schools, such as providing N95
masks to reduce exposure.

Another set of suggestions
was sent by the Clean Air
Collective, a network of organi-
sations and individuals across
the country who work on air pol-
lutionissue. Suggestions include
revising the Graded Response
Action Plan before peak pollution
season in 2022, using the Early
Warning Forecasting System
proactively to reduce emissions,
strengthening agencies like the
Delhi  Pollution  Control
Committee,and making all buses
in NCR districts run on CNG.

1X660MW PANKI EXTENSION PROJECT, PANKI, KANPUR

1‘_!\ UTTAR PRADESH RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD.
E-Tender Notice

Bids are hereby invited for all mentioned E-Tenders. Details of
Tender Notice as well as Total quantity of work, Tender
Specifications, Other terms & conditions available on our Web
Site: www.uprvunl.org/ e-tender portal www.etender.up.nic.in.
Tendering authority reserves the right to cancel any or all e-bids
without assigning any reason.Corrigendum, Addendum,
Extension if any, shall be uploaded on the E-Tender website.
Bidders are advised to visit the website regularly for updated
information from time to time.
1. E-Tender — PTEP/SE(HQ)/CPD/HOSPITAL/ET-01/2022
Supply of Emergency Medicines for the Year 2021-2022 for
Project Hospital, 1X660 MW, PTEP, Panki. Estimated Cost:
1,49,000.00, Tender Fee: 236.00, Earnest Money:3,000/-
OPENING DATE OF E-TENDER:03.02.2022

website: www.uprvunl.org EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
A : 01,/ 1x66070aT T e /Hoaifo /whodhodho /fasmesr  Riw 10.01.2022

“SAVE ELECTRICITY FOR THE NATION

KRISHNA BHAGYA JALA NIGAMA LIMITED

(A GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA UNDERTAKING)
Office of the Executive Engineer, KBJNL, Dam Division, Narayanpur-585219 Taluk Hunasagi, Dist.:Yadagir

IFT No. KBJNL/DDN/PB/DRIP-11/P-1/2021-22/1449 Date: 10.01.2022

NATIONAL OPEN COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTIFICATION
(ONLY THROUGH E PROCUREMENT SYSTEM)

National Open Competitive Procurement Tender in electronic mode on item rate basis is invited from the eligible tenderers vide
this office tender notification No.KBJNL/EE/DDN/DRIP-II/P-1/TENDER/2021-22/1448 Dtd. 10.01.2022 by the undersigned on
behalf of Managing Director, KBJNL, Bangalore. The tender will be offered through e-procurement system only and will be in two
covers system viz Technical Bid and Financial Bid. The tenderers can access e tender document through website:
www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in and can be submitted through electronic mode only.

The details of work put to tender and the category of contractors eligible is as under

Approximate EMD ) Stipulated period
amount put , Transaction i Category /Class of
No. Name of Work to tender (Rs in Fee Rs for completion of | contractor Eligible
(Rs.in Lakhs)| Lakhs) ' Work
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 Treatment of Masonry Dam for Block Bidders registered with
No.38 to 52 below MDDL RL 486.00 M INR As per 18 months the Government of
including arresting observed| 2171.15 e- (Including Rainy | ngia or other State
leakages in Drainage gallery of 21.72 Procurement Season Governments/Central
Concrete over flow section of Government
Narayanpur Dam (Package-I) under: Undertakings
DRIP Phase-ll

The Calender of Events of bidding process is as under:

The intending bidders are requested to submit any queries not later than 24.01.2022 through the e-procurement portal only or
raise enquiries during the pre-Bid meeting. All the queries will be answered in the pre-Bid meeting.

SL.No.

Calender of Events

Dates

The Tenderer can have access to the e-tender technical bid document in the

fee as per e-procurement

1 |website: www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in on payment of e-cash towards transaction

From 17.01.2022 t018.02.2022 up to 5.00 PM

2 Pre-Bid meeting at the Office of the Managing Director, KBJNL,PWD Annex IlI
Floor, K.R.Circle, Bengaluru

28.01.2022 11.00 AM

3 | Last date of receipt of queries from the prospective bidders

24.01.2022 up to 5.00 PM

4 |Last date for submission of completed tender documents

18.02.2022 up to 5.00 PM

5 |Date of Opening of technical bid at O/o.Managing Director, KBJNL,PWD Annex,
Il Floor, K.R.Circle Bengaluru

21.02.2022 at 11.00 AM

Division, Narayanpur

g | Date of Opening of Financial bid at O/o Executive Engineer, KBJNL, Dam

Will be intimated to the qualified bidders
after approval to Technical Bid.

Further information can be had from the Office of the undersigned during office hours.

Sd/-
(Shankar H.Naikodi)
Executive Engineer, KBJNL,Dam Division, Narayanpur

New Delhi
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camp leader quits
party, to back SP

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 10

INAmajor setback to the Congress
before the Assembly polls, its
prominent minority face from
Western Uttar Pradesh, Imran
Masood, announced on Monday
that he was parting ways to sup-
port the Samajwadi Party.

Otherleaders close to Masood
are expected toleave the Congress
in his wake.

Masood had a fast rise within
the Congress from being an out-
sider tobeing part of Team Rahul’,
toanational secretary of the AICC.
In2014,aspeech by the leaderat-
tacking Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had run into controversy.
However, Masood'’s popularity in
the area, that has a large Muslim
population, has failed to translate
into electoral success. This is also
believed to have prompted the
50-year-old to switch sides at a
time when the 2022 polls are
heading for a BJP vs SP contest.

Addressing his supporters in
Saharanpur Monday, Masood said
he was going to the SP for the sake
of jamhooriyat (democracy). “I
have taken this decision...is sarkar
ko harane ke liye (to defeat this
government). We will win all the
seven seats here.” Saharanpurand
neighbouring areas are consid-
ered Masood’s base.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Masood said his “birth as a politi-
cian” was in the SP, and that he
was “pained” to have leftitin 2011.
“Similar is the case now. I am
pained to leave the Congress. But
the political situation is such that
the Congress is nowhere in the
fight in UP, and to defeat the BJP,
the SP has become the only op-
tion.” Aday before his announce-
ment, Masood said: “lam obliged
to Priyanka Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi for giving me all the re-

Imran Masood

spect. Priyanka Gandhi is also
working hard, but the situation
demands that if we want toestab-
lish the rule of law, we should sup-
port the SP.” While in the
Congress, Masood had more than
once expressed his frustration
with the party.

The nephew of former MP
Rasheed Masood, Imran Masood
contested and won his first elec-
tion in 2007 as an Independent
from Muzzaffarabad Assembly
constituency (now known as
Behat). Picked up as a youth face
for the Congress in 2012, he lost
the Assembly election from Nakur
in Saharanpur the same year.

Justbefore the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls, a video clip surfaced, in
which Masood was seen threat-
ening Modi, then the PM candi-
date,as he blamed the BJPand RSS
for the Muzaffarnagar riots. His
supporters said the video may
have polarised voters in the Lok
Sabha elections that followed.
Masood said: “Ihave apologised...
[am not the person in that video,
I'was never that person and [ will
neverbe..”

His ill-luck continued in the
2017 Assembly and 2019 Lok
Sabha polls, when he lost to the
BJP and BSP, respectively.

Among the Congress leaders
considered close to Masood is
MLA Naresh Saini, one of the 7
candidates who wonin 2017 polls.

Saying new leaders
hold favour, Goa BJP
MILA, minister quit

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI, JANUARY 10

TWO-TIME BJP MLA Michael
Lobo resigned from the
Assembly and the party on
Monday, becoming the first min-
ister to leave the BJP amid the se-
ries of defections ahead of Goa
polls. The Port and Waste
Management Minister in the
Pramod Sawant government,
Lobois likely to join the Congress
on Tuesday.

Soon after Lobo’s resignation,
Pravin Zantye announced his de-
parture as BJP MLA, and said he
was headed for the
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak
Party (MGP). A former BJP ally,
the MGP has entered into a pre-
poll alliance with the Trinamool
Congress. “My association with
the BJP has been 15 years long,
solfeel very sad and pained. The
BJP does not want a worker like
me,” Lobo, a political heavy-
weight in the Bardez taluka, said,
adding that he wanted to leave
“nicely” and not be thrown out.

What helearntin the BJP un-
der the late Manohar Parrikar
will stay with him, Lobo added,
but the party no longer valued its
grass-root workers. He said

State
minister
Michael
Lobo

many in the party had told him
so. “They said the party has be-
come so big, it has no place for
small people like us. It is bring-
ing new leaders.” Zantye, a for-
mer Congressman who won
from Mayem in North Goa in
2017 on a BJP ticket, said he had
joined the BJP on Parrikar’s ap-
peal and that the party had
changed after Parrikar’s death. “1
am joining the MGP because I
want to be in a party that will
work for the people.”

Playing down the impact of
Lobo's exit, CM Sawant tweeted,
“A few defections, to fulfil the
agenda of greed and personal in-
terests cannot deter our agenda
of good governance.”

Goa BJP president Sadanand
Tanavade said they had been ex-
pecting Lobo’s resignation. “...all
these resignations are due to
personal reasons where they are
either unlikely to get the ticket
or are greedy for more than one
ticket in the family,” he said.
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The Congress returned to power with a
record mandate after two terms of the SAD-
BJP combine. On February 14, over 2 crore
voters will choose the state’s next govt
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PUNJAB

A history of coalitions and agitations

MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 10

PUNJAB BEGAN its journey in in-
dependent India with a slew of
coalitions, short-lived govern-
ments born out of fractured man-
dates, punctuated with spells of
President’s Rule, as several agita-
tions rocked the state.

Itwas only after the end of mil-
itancy in the mid-1990s that the
state enjoyed political stability,
with power alternating between
the Akali Dal-BJP and the
Congress. Next month, Punjabwill
vote in its first multi-cornered
contest — in an election that fol-
lows the longest agitation by
farmers in independent India.

Post-Partition Punjab
The first Punjab government
in independent India was born
out of an alliance between the
Congress and Akalis under the
chief ministership of Dr Gopi
Chand Bhargava. But the uneasy
relationship came undone in April
1949 after the Constituent
Assembly refused to provide the
safeguards for Sikhs. The state had
itsfirst brush with President’s Rule
in 1951. The Akalis fought the 1952
elections on the issue of Punjabi
Suba (a state on linguistic lines),
but the Congress won —and Bhim

Sen Sachar became Chief Minister.
In 1956, Sachar was replaced by
then PCC chief Partap Singh
Kairon, who remained Chief
Minister until 1964, a year after
which he was assassinated.

Reorganisation

In September 1966, the state
was split into Punjab, Haryana,
and Himachal Pradesh on linguis-
tic lines. Coinciding with the ad-
ventofthe GreenRevolution,itled
to a new political discourse in
Punjab. This era saw four short-
lived post-poll coalitions. The first,
an alliance of anti-Congress par-
ties led by CM
Gurnam Singh, fell
after eight months
in 1967, but the next
government under
CM Lachman Singh
Gill, could survive
for only nine
months. After mid- |

EXPLAINED

the 1977 polls, which the Akalis
contested under the umbrella of
Janata Party in alliance with the
CPI and CPM. But soon, the
Parkash Singh Badal government
fell foul of the Nirankaris and the
JanaSangh.

1980s: The dark decade

In this phase, extremists who
favoured secessionism over the
demand for autonomy, took the
upper hand. Indira Gandhi re-
turned to power in 1980 and dis-
missed nine non-Congress state
governments, including that of
Punjab. President’s Rule was fol-
lowed by elections
and the Congressre-
turned to power.
The party appeased
extremists such as
Sant Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale. The
policy backfired, vi-
olence spread

term polls in 1969,
an Akali-Jana Sangh coalition gov-
ernment came to power; butittoo
collapsed soon.

Parkash Singh Badal became
CMinMarch 1970.But his govern-
ment lasted only 15 months.
President’s Rule followed. The
next elections in 1972 returned a
Congress government.

The Emergencyled toastrong
anti-Congress wave in Punjab. The
party was all but swept away in

MALVIKA SOOD

Sonu Sood’s sister to debut with Cong; sitting MLA opposes

DIVYAGOYAL GOPAL
LUDHIANA, JANUARY 10

ACTOR SONU Sood’s sister
Malvika Sood Sachar joined the
Congress on Monday in the
presence of Punjab Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh Channi
and party state chief Navjot
Singh Sidhu.

Soon after the press confer-
ence where the two Congress
stalwarts welcomed Sachar into
the party, its sitting Moga MLA
Harjot Kamal indicated he was
not happy over the big-banner
entry. The only prominent
Congress leader from Moga, in
fact, who was present to wel-
come her at Monday’s event was
former Mahila Congress chief
Malti Thapar.

With the Soods having said
earlier that the 38-year-old
Sachar, a qualified engineer
turned philanthropist, would

like to serve their native Moga,
Kamal said he would contest
from the seat with or without a
Congress ticket.

That the Congress is placing
much stock in Sachar -- whose
brother Sood besides his
Bollywood fame made a name
for himself for his work for mi-
grants during the Covid-19 crisis
-- was clear from how Sidhu
dropped in to meet the siblings
at home before the press meet.

The Sood siblings run a char-
ity in the memory of their late
parents. It was in November last
year that Sood had announced
that Sachar was keen on enter-
ing politics. Soon after, she had
launched a ‘Moge di dhee
(Daughter of Moga)’ campaign.

While present for Sidhu’s
visit, Sood skipped the formal
entry of Sachar into the
Congress. Later, indicating he
had no political ambitions for
now, Sood said: “My own work

across Punjab, and
the Centre had to impose
President’s Rule in October 1983.
The Centre let the situation drift,
leading to Operation Bluestar in
June 1984, followed by the re-
venge assassination of Indira, and
the anti-Sikh violence that year.
The 1985 elections were held
in the backdrop of the Rajiv-
Longowal accord, and the Akali
Dal led by Surjit Singh Barnala
took over the state. But by then,

the militants were running amok
inthe countryside. Barnalawas re-
moved and President’s Rule im-
posed in 1987.

1990s: Return to peace
After five years of President’s
Rule, Assembly elections were
held in 1992. The Akali Dal boy-
cotted the polls, and only 24 per
cent turned out to vote, but it was
an important first step. Beant
Singh of the Congress, whose
term saw a crackdown on mili-
tancy, remained CM from 1992
until hisassassinationin 1995.This
period also saw the panthic Akali
Dal transform itself into an inclu-
sive Punjabi party. The SAD-BJP
combine came to power in 1997,
and Parkash Singh Badal became
the first CM since Kairon'’s resig-
nationin 1964 toserveafull term.

Crowded field

In2002, Badal was succeeded
by the Congress-CPI combine
headed by Capt Amarinder Singh.
The SAD-BJP alliance came back
in2007,and ruled for 10 years, the
first full double term in Punjab. In
2017, Amarinder returned with a
record mandate — only to be re-
placed months before the coming
elections by Charanjit Singh
Channi, Punjab’s first Dalit CM.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Punjab Congress chief Navjot Singh Sidhu (centre) meets
actor Sonu Sood (left) and Malvika Sood Sachar in Moga. Express

as an actor & humanitarian con-
tinues, without any political af-
filiations or distractions.”
Asked if the party would give
the Moga ticket to Sachar, Channi
did not reply in a yes or no, only
saying it was clear that she was

the party’s choice.

Kamal too stayed away from
the event, even as hundreds of
his supporters and party work-
ers held a demonstration in his
support, and tried to make their
way to the Sood residence to

New Delhi

AAP convener Arvind Kejriwal announced schemes that the
party willimplement if elected in Punjab, at a recent press
briefing in Ludhiana. Gurmeet Singh

2022 POLLBATTLE

After downslide
since 2017, AAP
back inreckoning

Congress infighting and Akali Dal’s
slump may end up helping AAP

MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 10

THE AAM Aadmi Party (AAP) en-
tered the 2017 elections withalot
of hype but ended up with a sub-
par performance, following which
the party saw a string of deser-
tions and exits. Now, with days left
for the Assembly elections, AAP
seems to have got its act together
and is now backin the reckoning.

While the turnaround is being
attributed to deep divisions
within the ruling Congress, the
failure of the Shiromani Akali Dal
to rebuild itself post the 2017 poll
debacle, and the desire for change
among the public -- all of which
have ended up making the AAP
look good -- the party has also
worked to claw its way back.

Over the last five years, AAP
had been hit by bitter infighting.
Having entered the Punjab
Vidhan Sabha with 20 MLAs, the
party is now left with barely half
the numbers after several MLAs
quit to join the Congress. While
the party still has 17 MLAs to its
name in the Assembly, this figure
is misleading since those who
switched loyalties continue to oc-
cupy AAP benches.

While many predicted the
party to win around 100 seats in
2017, AAP managed to win only
20, with majority of the seats(18)

meet Sidhu and Channi.

Calling Sachar a “parachute
candidate”, Kamal told The
Indian Express he had nurtured
Moga even as the Congress was
finished in the seat, and won in
2017 at a time when AAP had
swept the rest of Malwa. “I de-
feated Makhan Singh Brar, the
son of Akali Dal veteran Tota
Singh. Why should I leave my
constituency? Sarpanches of 46
villages, Mayor Nitika Bhalla,
councillors and block samiti
members are with me.”

Sidhu claimed Sachar joining
would be a “game-changer” for
the Congress. “Malvika is an ed-
ucated woman, and we will give
this family as much respect as
we can... We welcome her and
thank Sonu Sood, the greatest
philanthropist of our times...
Malvikais a precious member of
our family and we will keep her
safe like ajewel,” he said. Channi
said Sood had made Moga and

coming from Malwa region and
two from Doaba. The party failed
to open its account in the Majha
region. The slide in AAP’s popular-
ity continued in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls, with the party retain-
ingonly one of its four seats -- that
of its state president Bhagwant
Mann. The results were equally
dismal in local body polls.

However, the last one year has
seen hectic rebuilding efforts.
While Delhi MLA Jarnail Singh
was appointed state in-charge by
the national leadership, this was
soon followed by the appoint-
ment of Raghav Chadha, also a
Delhi MLA, as the state co-in-
charge. Chadha, who has been
leading the rebuilding exercise,
has on numerous occasions said
that the AAP will fare much bet-
ter in Majha region than it did in
2017. The party has announced
109 candidates for the 117
Assembly seats. On Sunday,
Chadha pointed to infighting in
the Congress. “Channi does not get
along with Sidhu, Jakhar does not
getalong with Channi and Sidhu,
Sukhjinder Randhawa does not
getalong with Sidhu...” he said.

The AAP’s performance in the
Chandigarh Municipal
Corporation polls, when it ended
upin 14 wards, more than the BJP
(12),Congress(8)and Akali Dal (1)
-- has come as a morale booster
for the party.

the entire Punjab proud with his
acting skills and philanthropic
works. “Such a family getting as-
sociated with our party isa mat-
ter of pride for us.”

Sachar said she chose the
Congress asit was the oldest na-
tional party and because she was
impressed with the work Channi
had done as CM. “My parents al-
ways voted for the Congress.”
Sachar added that she was a so-
cial worker “and the Congress
felt I was one of the best candi-
dates for Moga”.

On Kamal’'s opposition,
Sachar said: “He is like my elder
brother. We will meet and sort
out differences.”

Channi expressed confidence
that the issue will be resolved
and said: “We will make adjust-
ments as per requirement. [ will
goand meet him (Kamal)soon.”

RELATED REPORTSON
www.indianexpress.com
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themselves and get tested.”

PoOSITIVE, NO NEGATIVE

WITH DEFENCE Minister Rajnath Singh testing positive for
Covid-19 on Monday, and joining several Union ministers
who contracted the virus earlier — Mahendra Nath Pandey,
Bharati Pawar, Nityanand Rai and Rajeev Chandrasekhar —
BJP strategists are hoping that the wave will subside soon,
and by the time candidates are announced in the five poll-
bound states, the leaders will be ready to hit the campaign
trail. While all the ministers have a hectic campaign sched-
ule, the good news for the party is they have got mild symp-
toms and will manage with home quarantine. Singh on
Monday tweeted, “I have tested positive for Corona today
with mild symptoms.lam under home quarantine. I request
everyone who have recently come in my contact to isolate

these common symbols.

BACK & IN PoLL BUSINESS

AFTER A nearly two-week foreign trip, senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi is back in India. He returned Sunday night and
one of his first meetings was with P Chidambaram, party’s
senior observer for Goa, and K C Venugopal to take stock of
election preparations in the state. The meeting was interest-
ing since Congress leaders have claimed that the TMC had
been reaching out to it, evincing interest for an electoral co-
operation. One central leader said that some of the senior Goa
leaders got calls from TMC election strategist Prashant Kishor.
But the central Congress leaders strongly rejected any possi-
bility of a tie-up with the Trinamool, arguing that joining
hands with the party that has poached several of its leaders
would be suicidal. One leader said there was a very strong
sentiment in Goa Congress against any association with TMC.

VOTE FOR... CAULIFLOWER

A SYRINGE, a pen nib with seven rays, a hat and a javelin be-
ing thrown — these are some of the interesting common sym-
bols allotted by the Election Commission (EC) to eight regis-
tered, unrecognised political parties in the poll-bound states
of Goa, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and Manipur.
Former Punjab Chief Minister Capt Amarinder Singh's new
party, Punjab Lok Congress, has been allotted 'hockey and a
ball' asits symbol. Among other interesting symbols allotted
areaTV set, telephone, ship, road-roller, fountain — and even
a cauliflower. The EC on Monday wrote to chief electoral of-
ficers of the states and said the returning officers may allot

Jharkhand man
was lynched for
protesting cow
slaughter: BJP

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, JANUARY 10

JHARKHAND BJP on Monday al-
leged that the 32-year-old man,
who was lynched and set on fire
last week in Simdega district’s
Besrajara, was murdered because
he had protested against the
slaughter and sale of cow meatin
the area.

Soon after the murder, police
had said Sanju Pradhan was killed
by amob over allegations that he
was involved in tree felling in an
area which is considered sacred
according to tribal customs.

Former CM and BJP legisla-
ture party leader Babulal
Marandi said after Pradhan’s
killing a BJP team visited his fam-
ily members. “We got to know
that Sanju Pradhan used to
protest against sale of cow meat
and always protested against the
slaughter. It is due to this fact he
received multiple threats... On
January 4, he was called in front
of police and murdered,” he said.

Marandi said the issue is be-
ing diluted and demanded for a
CBI probe into the killing and
compensation of Rs 10 lakh for
Pradhan’s family.

Cow slaughter and sale of
beef is banned in Jharkhand.

While the police refused to
comment on Marandi’s allega-
tions, Deputy Commissioner
Sushant Gaurav said: “Yes,
slaughter of cow and sale of beef
inthe area remained anissue, but
an old one. The murder hap-
pened due to culmination of alot
of factors, including felling of
trees.” He said aninquiry is being
conducted for a detailed report.

Meanwhile, police have ar-
rested the prime accused, village
headman Subun Bud, taking the
total number of arrests to eight.
On Saturday, Pradhan’s wife had
alleged the killing took place in po-
lice presence despite her begging
them to save her husband.

Military meet: India hopes for Ex-MP, kin held
positive dlalogue with China

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

INDIA IS looking towards a con-
structive dialogue in the upcom-
ing 14th round of military discus-
sions with China on Wednesday.

On Monday, security estab-
lishment sources said that the
Indian side is “looking forward
to constructive dialogue to re-
solve the balance [remaining]
friction areas”.

This will be the 14th Senior
Highest Military Commander
Level (SHMCL) meeting toresolve
the standoff in eastern Ladakh,
now on for more than 21 months.

The meeting between the
Corps Commanders will take
place on the Chinese side of
Chushul-Moldo Border
Personnel Meeting (BPM) point.
This will be the first time that Lt
Gen Anindya Sengupta will lead
the Indian delegation.

Lt Gen Sengupta, who took
over from Lt GenPGKMenon as
the commander of Leh-based
XIV ‘Fire and Fury’ Corps last

The ground
@ report

EXPLAINED

TILLNOW, the two militaries
have disengaged from PP14
in Galwan Valley, north bank
of Pangong Tso, heights of
Kailash Range in the Chushul
sub-sector, and PP17A near
Gogra Post. Both sides have
more than 50,000 troops
each in the region, along with
additional air defence assets,
artillery, missiles, tanks and
other military equipment.

week, was part of the 13th meet-
ing in October as well —Lt Gen
Menon had then led the Indian
delegation.

The last meeting had ended
without a breakthrough, even
though India had been hopeful of
reaching anagreementondisen-
gagement from Patrolling Point
(PP) 15 in Hot Springs. Each side
has a platoon-sized strength of

soldiers in the area. Apart from
PP15, there are two more out-
standingissuesin eastern Ladakh.

In Depsang Plains, Chinese
troops are blocking Indian sol-
diers from accessing their tradi-
tional patrolling limits at PP10,
PP11, PP11A, PP12 and PP13. The
areais close to India’s strategically
significant Daulat Beg Oldi near
Karakoram Pass in the north.

In Demchok, some so-called
civilians from China have pitched
tents on Indian side of the LAC,
and are refusing to vacate.

The meeting in October had
ended with both sides blaming
each other for the situation. After
the meeting, India had said that
during the discussions the
Indian side had “emphasised
[that] such resolution of the re-
maining areas would facilitate
progress in the bilateral rela-
tions",and had made "construc-
tive suggestions for resolving the
remaining areas".

However, “the Chinese side
was not agreeable and also could
not provide any forward-looking
proposals”, it said.

Hate app complainant receives
threats; cops lookmg for callers

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 10

THE COMPLAINANT in the Bulli
Bai app case in Mumbai has re-
ceived threats from unknown
callers, prompting her to submit
awritten complaint with the cy-
ber police crime branch on
Sunday. The cyber police have
lodged a non-cognisable com-
plaint under section 506 of the
IPC. DCP (cyber) Dr Rashmi
Karandikar added thata probeis
on to trace the callers.

The complainanant’s FIRled to
the arrest of four students. Neeraj
Bishnoi, 21, the creator of the app
which had obscene content on
126 Muslim women, was confi-
dent they will never get caught
and he repeatedly communicated
this to the three otheraccused on
Twitter groups. A frustrated
Bishnoi later took to Twitter toal-
legedly abuse Mumbai Police for
arresting his team mates which
eventually led to his arrest by the
Delhi Police. Bishnoi, an Assam

Two of the accused in the hate app case at the Bandra
magistrate court on Monday. Amit Chakravarty

native and second-year engineer-
ing student of Vellore Institute of
Technology, Bhopal, was sus-
pended from college after his ar-
restlastweek. Mumbai Police said
they will seek his custody.

A cyber police official said
Bishnoi and one of the arrested
accused, Vishal Kumar Jha, 21,
were on a Twitter group whena
similar app, Sullideals, was made
last year to target prominent

Muslim women. Jha had then
retweeted and liked tweets on
Sullideals. Jha, a second-year civil
engineering student, told police
that he was simply following
Bishnoi's instructions.

Meanwhile, a magistrate
court in Bandra on Monday ex-
tended the custody of Singh and
Rawat till Friday while Jha, who
tested positive for Covid, hasbeen
sent to judicial custody.

SFI activist killed in Kerala; YC man held

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 10

AN ACTIVIST of Students
Federation of India, the students’
wing of CPI(M), was stabbed to
death, allegedly by a Youth
Congress worker, at Government
Engineering College in Kerala’s
Idukki on Monday.

The victim, R Dheeraj, 21, was
a seventh semester student of

Computer  Science and
Engineering at the college, the
police said.

Hours after the incident, the
accused, Nikhil Paily, a local
Youth Congress (YC) leader, was

arrested, police said.

According to the police,
Dheeraj, a native of Kannur, was
killed on the college premises
soon after voting for the election
to the college union got over.

Two other students were se-
riously injured in the incident.
The injured were identified as
Abjijith and Amal, and condition
of one of them is serious, PTI re-
ported.

The murder led to a war of
words between CPI(M) and op-
position Congress.

While state Higher Education
Minister R Bindu said a gang led
by a YC leader attacked students
and CPI(M) state secretary
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan told re-

porters that the murder was
planned and this was the 21st Left
worker killed in state over last six
years, PTI quoted state Congress
chief K Sudhakaran as saying,
“We all know who is behind all
the attacks. It's the SFl which ter-
rorises campuses. They don't
have any right to blame us...”

Calling the murder “ex-
tremely sad and highly con-
demnable”, Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said,
“Attempts to create violence in
college campuses will not be al-
lowed under any circumstances.
Police have been directed to
bring Dheeraj's killers to justice
as soon as possible.”

The SFl called for a boycott of

Panel to manage Uttarakhand’s
Badrinath, Kedarnath shrines

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, JANUARY 10

THE UTTARAKHAND govern-
ment, criticised for a previous
move to form a shrine Board, on
Sunday announced thatarecon-
stituted Badrinath-Kedarnath
Temple Committee (BKTC) will
be in charge of managing the
two Himalayan shrines.

The two temples -
Kedarnath and Badrinath - will
once again be managed by the
BKTC; this time under a new
head.

The decision comes weeks
after the state government dis-
banded the Uttarakhand Char
Dham Devasthanam
Management Board to manage
51 temples, including the four
shrines in the Char Dham pil-
grimage, in Uttarakhand.

The Char Dham yatra in-
cludes Kedarnath, Badrinath,
Gangotri and Yamnotri temples.

A notification issued by cul-
ture secretary HC Semwal on
Monday appointed BJP leader
Ajendra Ajay as president of the

The Char Dham yatra
includes the Kedarnath
shrine. FILE

15-member committee and
party colleague Kishor Panwar
its vice-president.

The priests of the four shrines
were opposed to the formation
of the Board, introduced in 2019
by the Trivendra Singh Rawat
government, and alleged that
their traditional rights over the
temples were being usurped.

In November last year, the
priests displayed black flags to
Trivendra Singh Rawat - who

was not the Chief Minister at the
time — as he was on a visit to
Kedarnath to check preparations
ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to the state.

The Board was disbanded in
December 2021 after the
protesting priests formed a Hak
Hakookdhari Mahapanchayat
Samiti and announced that they
will field their own candidates
for 15 Vidhan Sabha seats in
Uttarakhand and campaign
against the BJP. The plan was
dropped after the Board was
abolished.

President of the
Mahapanchayat Samiti Krishna
Kant Kothiyal told The Indian
Express that the priests welcome
the government’s decision. “We
welcome the decision. However,
there is one objection that those
appointed are mainly people
from outside. But still it is a wel-
come decision,” he said.

Before the constitution of the
Board, the Shri Badrinath-Shri
Kedarnath Act, 1939, was in
place for the management of the
Badrinath and Kedarnath
shrines.

classes across the state on
Tuesday. Following the murder, a
few incidents of face-off were
seen on campuses elsewhere in
the state, but nothing untoward
was reported.

Alleging that Congress work-
ers had unleashed violence in
Kerala after Sudhakaran as-
sumed office as party’s state unit
chief, Balakrishnan said, “In the
last six years, CPI(M) has lost 21
workers — they were killed by
Congress, BJP and SDPI (activists).
Sudhakaran is provoking the
party workers to take up arms.”

Healsoalleged, “The murder
in Idukki took place with the
connivance of senior Congress
leaders.”

ED attaches
assets of man who

duped investors
of Rs 1,200 crore

Thirivananthapuram: The ED has
attached assets worth Rs 36.72
crore of K Nishad, the main ac-
cused in the fake Morris Coin
crypto currency case. The agency
had found that shell companies
floated by Nishad and his associ-
ates had siphoned off Rs 1,200
crore from 900-o0dd investors in
various states, mainly in Kerala,
under the pretext of initial coin of-
fering (ICO) of the non-existent
cryptocurrency.

ED sources said the attached
assets include deposits in multi-
ple bank accounts, immovable
properties, including land of
Nishad, the managing director of
Bengaluru-based Long Rich
Technologies and a few related
shell companies. Earlier, police in
Kannur had registered multiple
cheating cases, but Nishad left the
country after obtaining anticipa-
tory bail in these cases. ED sources
said their probe has sofar revealed
Nishad, through his various com-
panies, collected deposit money
from the investors in the guise of
ICO for the launch of Morris Coin
Crypto Currency. ENS

for murder of
party colleague

Hatched plan to get SP ticket for daughter

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 10

BALRAMPUR police on Monday
arrested former Samajwadi
Party MP Rizwan Zaheer and five
others, including his daughter
and son-in-law, in connection
with the murder of a 50-year-old
local Samajwadi Party leader,
Firoz Ahmed alias Pappu.

Firoz Ahmed, who joined the
Samajwadi Party (SP) last
October, was on his way home in
Tulsipur on January 4 night
when he was attacked by a
group of men who slit his neck.

“The murder appears to be a
fallout of political ambition and
domination in the area,” said
Superintendent of Police
(Balrampur) Hemant Kutiyal.

According to police, Firoz was
preparing to contest the Assembly
election from Tulsipur seat, and
RizwanZaheer (55), who recently
returned to the Samajwadi Party
from BSP, was also vying for the
party ticket for his 33-year-old
daughter Zeba Rizwan.

“Rizwan developed enmity
with Firoz because of his rising
popularity in the area and con-
spired with others to eliminate
him,” Circle Officer (Tulsipur)
Kunwar Prabhat Singh said.

Besides Rizwan Zaheer and
his daughter, police have also ar-
rested Zeba's husband Rameez
(40), and their three associates -
- Shakeel (42), Merajul Haq alias
Mama (35), and Mehfooz (20).

Merajul Haq and Mehfooz
were involved in the killing,
while others were involved in

the murder conspiracy, the Circle
Officer said.

Police said that Rizwan
Zaheer, a two-time MP and
three-time MLA, has 14 criminal
cases, against him. The criminal
cases include those of murder
and attempt to murder. During
the last year's panchayat elec-
tion, police booked Rizwan for
creating nuisance and invoked
National Security Act (NSA)
against him. However, NSA could
not be confirmed against him af-
ter the Advisory Board did not
approve it, said Singh, adding
that Merajul Haq too has crimi-
nal cases against him.

Firoz Ahmed, a local busi-
nessman, had contested the
panchayat elections as an
Independent candidate, and
later joined the SP in the pres-
ence of party president Akhilesh
Yadav. His wife, Khekasha, is the
chairperson of the Tulsipur
Nagar Panchayat at present, a
post held by Firoz earlier.

“During interrogation,
Mehfooz admitted they were
planning to kill Firoz for last one-
and-a-half month and had made
three attempts earlier, but failed.
He said that Rizwan and others
were unhappy with Firoz's rising
popularity and suspected that he
may get the Samajwadi Party
ticket to contest from Tulsipur
constituency. Since Rizwan
wanted to get the ticket for his
daughter, they decided to elimi-
nate Firoz,” said the Circle Officer.

Police said they have recov-
ered weapons, iron rods, knives,
and cellphones that were used
in the crime from the accused.

HC grants interim
bail to Majithia

NAVJEEVAN GOPAL
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 10

AKALI DAL got a shot in arm in
poll bound Punjab as Akali
leader Bikram Singh Majithia
was granted interim bail by
Punjab and Haryana High Court
in drugs case registered against
him under sections of NDPS Act
on December 20.

Inthe interim bail plea, as per
Majithia’s lawyer Damanbir
Singh Sobti, it was pointed out
that Senior IPS officer and former
Punjab DGP  Siddharth
Chattopadhyaya, exercising
“special powers” conferred to
him in his capacity as Punjab
Police chief on December 27 pro-
moted Assistant Inspector
General Balraj Singh’s son
Princepreet Singh from Sub
Inspector to the local rank of in-
spector, as reported by The Indian
Express on Sunday.

Punjab CM Charanjit Singh
Channi reacted to Punjab and
Haryana Court directions by say-
ing that “[Majithia got] the bail,

SAD leader
Bikram
Singh
Majithia

but the case has not ended. He
will have to appear before [the
SIT] on Wednesday.”

Channi said this while re-
sponding to media in Moga
where he had gone toinduct ac-
tor Sonu Sood’s sister Malvika
Sood Sachar in party fold.

SAD spokesperson Daljit
Singh Cheema had questioned
the promotion of Princepreet on
Saturday and told The Indian
Express that “This is very serious.
Right from appointment of DGP
Chattopadhyaya who was
brought in to register a false case
against Bikram Singh Majithia
thisis all malafide. Another thing
has been added.”

A Mohali court had turned
down Majithia’s plea for antici-
patory bail in the case following
which he moved High Court.

Manipur: BJP
worker among
2 killed ahead of
Assembly polls

JIMMY LEIVON
IMPHAL, JANUARY 10

ABJP worker close to a Manipur
minister, along with his cousin,
was gunned down at Samurou
in Imphal West district Sunday
night in what was termed by
Chief Minister N Biren Singh as
political violence in the poll-
bound Northeast state.

Police sources said an un-
known assailant shot Abujam
John, 57, who was close to
Agriculture Minister O Lukhoi,
and his cousin Abujam
Sashikanta, a havildarin the India
Reserve Battalion, near John’s
house around 10pm at Samurou
Bazaar. They succumbed to in-
juries in different hospitals in
Imphal, the sources added.

Manipur Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh, who visited the de-
ceased men’s families, termed it
anattack on BJP workers and said
the attackers will not be spared.

And minister Lukhoi called
the incident an act of cowardice.
“Whatever their faults, they
should be given a chance to
mend their ways. Killing is not
the solution,” he said.

Political violence has in-
creased in the Northeast state
slated to go to the polls on
February 27 and March 3.

A college student was shot
dead by alleged BJP workers in
Heirok Thoubal district in
December last year.

‘Ex-Muslims’
launch own
party in Kerala

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 10

A GROUP of people “who aban-
doned their religion” have
floated a new organisation called
‘Ex-Muslims of Kerala’, offering
a platform and support to those
who stopped practising Islam.
The organization observed
January 9 as ‘Ex-Muslims Day’.

The outfit's president,
Liyakkathali C M, said this is the
first organisation of its kind in
India. “We have formed a 10-
member executive committee
and membership campaign ison.
Initially, we have identified 300
Muslims, who have abandoned
theirreligion over the years, who
openly come out in support of
the organisation,” he said.

He said the organisation aims
to provide moral support to those
who quit Islam. “There are many
Muslims who have abandoned
their religion but are reluctant to
declare it openly as they fear
repercussions from society. Many
are forced to hide their identity .
They fail to get support fromeven
family and are targeted at places
of work. We want to give support
and courage to people who are
willing tocome out of the religion.
Those who abandon religion
should be allowed to live fear-
lessly,” he said. Liyakkathali said
he had abandoned Islam two
years ago “after Irealized the hol-
lowness of religion.”

Off Assembly poll heat, BJP
raises pitch on Telangana front

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD JANUARY 10

FROM TALKING of “Dharma
Yuddh” to quips that “BJP leaders
are not biryanis who could be
eaten", the BJP hasraised the pitch
over the recent arrest of its
Telangana chief, Bandi Sanjay
Kumar (later released on bail),
sending a series of former and
present BJP CMs to take on the TRS
government.

The Karimnagar MP was ar-
rested onJanuary 2 night from BJP
office in Karimnagar on charges of
violating Covid norms, following
protests againsta government or-
dertransferring teachers and state
government staff. A local court
sent him to 14-day judicial cus-
tody, setting off BJP protests. While
Telangana High Court granted
Bandi bail on January 5, the party
has notletoffon whatit calls Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar Rao’s
“repressive” tactics.

With the Congress listless, the
BJPbelieves it has an opportunity
to occupy the vacant Opposition
space in the state. The row over

New Delhi

Telangana
BJP chief
Bandi Sanjay
Kumar

Kumar’s arrest follows criticism
the TRS government faces over
the paddy crisis in the state, with
farmers putting pressure on it to
acquire the bumper crop.

The issue Kumar was protest-
ingover has been gaining traction
since the Telangana government
last month passed an order say-
ing the district collector and head
of department will decide on
postings and transfers for district
cadre posts, including teachers
and other officials. The govern-
ment said the transfers were nec-
essary as Telangana had created
23 new districts since its forma-
tion in 2014. Teachers and other
government staff are protesting
that their place of residence and
seniority is not being taken into
account and that employees are
being transferred arbitrarily.

The first to fly down to regis-
ter his protest over Bandi's arrest
was BJP president ] PNadda, who
came tolead arally. The plan was
later scrapped as police cau-
tioned that the meeting, ex-
pected to draw thousands of B]P
workers, would be a Covid risk,
but in a direct attack on Rao,
Nadda accused the CM of being
undemocratic and intolerant of
any criticism, and of being afraid
of the BJP. The tussle, he said, was
a “Dharma Yuddh”.

Since then, Union minister
Bhagwanth Khuba, former
Chhattisgarh CM Raman Singh,
Madhya Pradesh CM Shivraj Singh
Chouhanand Assam CM Himanta
Biswa Sarma have held meetings,
all well-attended, while ex-
Maharashtra CM Devendra
Fadnavis is coming Tuesday.

Chouhan said CM Rao was
“living in fear” and that, “A CM
should respond when a senior
Opposition party leader raises any
issue, not drag and arrest him.”
Raman Singh said “Nizam’s rule”
runs in Telangana.
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Ex-DU professor
Saibaba tests
Covid positive
in Nagpur jail

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 10

FORMER DELHI University pro-
fessor G N Saibaba, lodged at
Nagpur Central Jail, has tested
positive for Covid-19, his wife
said in a statement on Monday.
Saibaba had also tested positive
in February last year.

He is serving a life term after
being convicted for Naxal links
by a Gadchiroli court in 2017.

Saibaba’s wife Vasantha said
thatinformation was received by
her that he has tested positive for
Covid-19 again. She has ap-
pealed that the former professor,
who is 90 per cent disabled,
should be shifted to a hospital.

“The jail authorities have not
contacted us yet. He earlier
wrote to us saying that he was
feeling extremely weak and was
suffering from sleepless nights
because of constant back and hip
pain. [ am very worried how he
will endure this Covid attack, as
he did not recover properly after
the last time he got Covid,”
Vasantha said in the statement.

She added that his immunity
has become worse. “His immu-
nity has become much worse
and his body’s ability to survive is
slowly dwindling. I urge the
Nagpur jail authorities and the
court to please urgently admit
him to a hospital where he can
be monitored as his heart issue
coupled with Covid can cause se-
rious complications,” read the
statement.

Bengaluru: Six
dead as tipper
truck topples
onto 3 vehicles

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JANUARY 10

SIX PEOPLE, including four of a
family, died and two were injured
after a tipper truck toppled onto
three vehicles on the Bengaluru-
Mysuru road on Monday.

Accordingto the police, the in-
cident took place in Kumbalgodu
onthe outskirts of Bengaluru city.
The deceased have been indeti-
fied as Nikhita Rani (29),
Veenamma (42), Indrakumar(14)
and Keerthi Kumar (40), all from
a family that lived in Bengaluru's
Magadi road; Shivaprakash (40),
a native of Mysuru who wroked
at Bidadi; and Jatin (30), a native
of Kerala and resident of Peenya
inBengaluru. Nikhitha's husband
Gajendra(38)and son Siddharth
(9) have sustained injuries.

The tipper, carrying gravel
stones, was heading towards
Bengaluru. The police said as the
tipper arrived near Kumbalgodu,
the driver lost control and hit the
median. The vehicle then fell over
on two cars and a bike, crushing
them. Nikhita Rani's family was
traveling in one car, Shivaprakash
was travelinginanother and Jatin
was on his bike. The tipper driver
fled the spot.

Parents, son die
by suicide, act
streamed live on
Facebook; 5 held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY 10

“INSULTED” BY embezzlement
allegations against their daugh-
ter, a couple and their son
hanged themselves and
streamed the act live on
Facebook at Bakkhali area in
South 24 Parganas district on
Sunday. Five women have been
arrested on charges of attempt
to murder.

The deceased were identified
as Shyamal Naskar (53), Rita
Naskar (43) and their son
Abhishek Naskar (25).

The family was suspected to
be upset over allegations that
their married daughter Poonam
Das misappropriated funds of a
self-help group.

According to local sources, a
few women from the self-help
group protested against
Poonam, aresident of Sultanpur
in Diamond Harbour, and in-
sulted herin front of her parents
on Saturday night. They al-
legedly beat the family too.

The family lodged a police
complaint against the protesters
the same day. The next morning,
Shyamlal, Rita and Abhishek
hanged themselves near a tem-
ple, police said. Abhishek
streamed the incident live from
his Facebook page.

Precautionary vaccine jabs rolled

out, 9.6 lakh get

EXPRESS NEW SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

AS INDIA rolled out the precau-
tionary dose of Covid-19 vaccines
tothree priority groups — the eld-
erly with comorbidities, health-
care workers, and frontline work-
ers — 9.68 lakh people were
administered the third dose
across the country on Monday.

India’sactive caseload touched
7.23lakh casesonthe day,and the
Health Ministry wrote to states
that the need for hospitalisation
“may also change rapidly”.

Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said that 5-10%
active cases have needed hospi-
talisation so far in the present
surge, compared to 20-23% hos-
pitalisation seen in the second
surge last year in May.

Bhushan iterated that “aug-
menting human resources”, par-
ticularly healthcare workers, “as-
sumes critical importance”.

The communication came a
day after the ministry told the
states to utilise services of MBBS
students, interns, senior residents,
junior residents as well third and
fourth-year BSc nursing students.

Bhushan wrote: “The situa-
tionis dynamic and evolving, the
need for hospitalization may also
change rapidly. All states are ad-
vised to keep a daily watch on the
situation of the total number of
active cases, cases under home
isolation, number of hospitalised
cases, cases on oxygen beds, ICU

3rddoseonDay1

PRECAUTIONARY JABS:
TOPS5ONDAY1

Gujarat 1.55lakh
AndhraPradesh 1.21lakh
Rajasthan 95,540
Karnataka 81,728
Madhya Pradesh 65,165
‘ ‘ India began
administering
Precaution Doses.
Kudos to those who
have got vaccinated
today. | would request
all those who are
eligible to get
vaccinated...”

—NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER, TWEETED

beds, and ventilatory support.
Based on this monitoring, the re-
quirement of healthcare work-
ers...must be alsoreviewed ona
daily basis.” Bhushan pointed out
thatitis “important to conserve
health workers by initiating stag-
gering, wherever possible, and
by restricting elective proce-
dures in the hospitals”.

Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya reviewed public
health preparedness to Covid-19
in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Goa, Dadra & Naagr
Haveli,and Daman & Diu.

J&K Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha gets a precautionary
dose of Covid-19 vaccine at Government District Hospital in
Gandhi Nagar, Jammu, on Monday. Express

Nitish, Bommai test positive for Covid

Patna: Bihar
Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar
on Monday
tested posi-
tive for Covid-
19. He has
been in home isolation. Earlier,
both Deputy Chief Ministers
Tarkishore Prasad and Renu
Devi, and six other ministers had
tested Covid positive. ENS

Nitish Kumar

Bengaluru:
Karnataka
Chief Minister
Basavaraj
Bommai on
Monday said
he has tested
positive for
Covid-19, with mild symptoms.
Recently, his cabinet colleagues
— R Ashoka and B C Nagesh —
had tested positive. PTI

Basavaraj
Bommai

PM SECURITY BREACH

Got warning calls,
complain SC lawyers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

SHORTLY BEFORE the Supreme
Court took up a petition seeking
aprobe into the breach of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's secu-
rity on Monday, some lawyers
of the top court complained of
receiving pre-recorded mes-
sages from a number registered
outside India, accepting respon-
sibility for blocking the Prime
Minister’s convoy in Punjab and
warning the court against doing
anything that will help the
government.

The lawyers said they re-
ceived two calls at approxi-
mately 10.40 am and 12.36 pm.

Advocate Nishant
Katneswarkar, formerly stand-
ing counsel of Maharashtra in
the apex court, said the call came
from a number that on display
showed it was being made from
the UK. Later in the day, the
Supreme Court Advocates on
Record Association (SCAORA)
wrote to the Secretary General
of the court, bringing the matter
to his attention.

The letter said “several
Advocates on Record” of the
court “received an anonymous,
automated, pre-recorded call...
fastening responsibility for
Prime Minister Modi’s security
breach during his visit to Punjab
on 05.01.2022 on Sikhs for
Justice (SFJ) from USA”.

“..It was stated that SFJ is re-
sponsible for blocking PM Modi’s

INV-C’S RELUCTANCE TO OFFER DLITT TO PRESIDENT, KHAN SMELLS INSTRUCTIONS FROM ‘SOMEONEFE’

Kerala Governor slams V-C for defying his direction

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 10

CONTINUING HIS run-ins with
the Pinarayi Vijayan govern-
ment, Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan on Monday
criticised Kerala University vice-
chancellor V P Mahadevan
Pillai’s reluctance to consider
his recommendation for confer-
ring an honorary DLitt on
President Ram Nath Kovind,
and said that “someone seems
to have given him (Pillai) the in-
structions”.

Khan also questioned the
“quality” of Pillai as V-C.
Referring to the content and
style of Pillai’s letter to him,
Khan said, “My head hung in
shame (after reading it).... Pity,
the V-C can’t write two sen-
tences properly.... This is the
quality of a V-C. This university is
one of the oldest in the country.”

The Indian Express could not
get Pillai for acomment despite
repeated attempts.

Pillai’s reluctance to place the
Governor’s recommendation
before the Syndicate was one of
the reasons behind the stand-off
between the state government

Governor Arif
Mohammed
Khan

and Khan. Last month, Khan had
written to Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, stating that he
wants to step down as chancel-
lor of state universities due to
“continuous political interfer-
ence” in universities, and “ero-
sion of their autonomy”.

On Monday, Khan said, “I
had given him (V-C) direction to

Govt appoints new directors
for four IITS 1nclud1ng Delhi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

THE GOVERNMENT on Monday
appointed new directors to the
IndianInstitutes of Technology in
Delhi, Madras, Indore and Mandi.

Prof Rangan Banerjee of IIT
Bombay has been appointed as
the nextdirector of [IT Delhi, while
ProfVKamakotiof [IT Madras has
been elevated as director of the
same institute. Prof Laxmidhar
Behera of IIT Kanpur and Prof
Suhas Joshi of I[IT Bombay have
been appointed as directors of [IT
MandiandIIT Indore, respectively.

The outgoing directors of IIT
Delhi and IIT Madras - Prof
Ramgopal Rao and Prof Bhaskar
Ramamurthi - were serving on
extension, with their five-year
tenures having ended in April
2021. IT Mandi and IIT Indore
were being led by acting direc-
tors Prof Ajit Kumar and Prof
Neelesh Kumar Jain, respectively.

Prof Banerjee, a Forbes
Marshall Chair Professor in IIT
Bombay;, is a B Tech (Mechanical)
from the same institute. He ob-
tained a PhD (Mechanical

(Clockwise from top left)

Prof Rangan Banerjee; Prof
V Kamakoti; Prof Laxmidhar
Behera; Prof Suhas Joshi

Engineering),also from [IT Bombay.
When contacted, Prof
Banerjee said although he had

Prof Joshi is the Rahul Bajaj
Chair  Professor at the
Department of Mechanical
Engineering at IIT Bombay.
Serving as the Dean, Alumni and
Corporate Relations of [IT-B, Prof
Joshiis afellow of Indian National
Academy of Engineering, and
National Academy of Sciences.

Prof Behera, the Poonam and
Prabhu Goel Chair Professor in [IT
Kanpur Department of Electrical
Engineering, specialises in robot-
ics and Al He told The Indian
Express: “During the interview, [
had shared my plan to focus on
certain areas such as climate con-
trolled agriculture, bioenergy, ro-
botics and Al and cognitive sci-
ence. My focus will also be on
improving ranking of IIT Mandi.”

convene the Syndicate meeting
to discuss the issue of confer-
ring DLitt on the highest digni-
tary of the country. He sought
the opinion of individual mem-
bers, but he did not convene the
meeting. Somebody else seems
to have given him instructions.”
Khan said he had suggested
conferring DLitt on Kovind, as it
would be an honour for the uni-
versity. “l have given the V-C clear
direction to convene the
Syndicate. He has defied the
Chancellor, who has the power to
take disciplinary action. So far, I
have refrained from taking action,
but this cannot go on,” he said.

CHHATTISGARH

Court quashes assets FIRs
against former CM’s aide

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR, JANUARY 10

CHHATTISGARH HIGH Court on
Monday quashed FIRs filed
against Aman Singh — a Principal
Secretary to former chief minis-
ter Raman Singh — and his wife
Yasmeen Singh in connection
with alleged disproportionate as-
sets. The FIRs were filed against
the couple by Chhattisgarh Anti
Corruption Bureau and Economic
Offences Wing.

Aman Singh had moved the
High Court against the FIRs filed

Leader of Opposition in
Kerala Assembly V D Satheesan
said Khan and the government
has insulted the President’s of-
fice.“The Governor should have
taken stringent action against il-
legal actions of the government
and the university,” he said.

Meanwhile, Congress general
secretary and Rajya Sabha mem-
ber K C Venugopal has written to
the President, drawing his atten-
tion to the controversy and urg-
ing himto “seek a detailed report
onthese unwarranted events and
take appropriate action to settle
this matter”.

INPUTS FROMENS, DELHI

cavalcade at Hussainwala flyover
in Punjab. The caller further
warned the Hon’ble Supreme
Court judges to refrain from
hearing the public interest litiga-
tion filed by an NGO, Lawyers
Voice, seeking probe into the se-
curity breach on the ground that
the Hon’ble Supreme Court has
not been able to punish the cul-
prits of the 1984-anti-Sikh riots,”
the letter said.

Seeking immediate action,
the SCAORA said this amounted
to violation of privacy of the
Advocates on Record “as their
registered mobile numbers are
out in public domain and have
been compromised as all confi-
dential data and sensitive infor-
mation pertaining to cases before
the SC and banking details are
stored on their respective mobile
phones and the miscreants may
misuse the sensitive data, if the
mobile phones are hacked”.

Deepak Prakash, an Advocate
on Record, also lodged a criminal
complaint with the Delhi Police
Commissioner in this connection.

The letter said the “callers
have claimed themselvestobe a
group from the United Kingdom
and are calling from untraceable
numbers...”.

It said “all Advocates have
been receiving such threatening
calls since morning, which indi-
cate that they want to bring ha-
tred, contempt and hostility to
disrupt the government and
public peace and tranquility if the
Hon'’ble Supreme Court hears the
PM Security breach case”.

Tripura violence:
SC restrains cops
from acting on
activist’s tweets

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
restrained the Tripura Police
from pursuing any action on the
tweets by an activist, Samiullah
Shabbir Khan, on the alleged
communal violence in the state
last year.

[ssuing a notice on Khan's
plea, a bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and A S Bopanna
directed the cyber cell of the state
police not to act in furtherance of
its notice asking Twitter to take
down the tweets and to also pro-
vide details of his IP address and
phone number for investigation.

Khan's counsel informed the
bench that he had received a no-
tice from Twitter about a com-
munication from the
Superintendent of Police (Cyber
Crime), Crime Branch, Tripura
Police on November 22,2021 re-
ferring to the registration of
cases under various sections of
Indian Penal Code and the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA).

The communication had also
sought removal of the contents
of certain twitter accounts and
asked for details of their user,
their browsing details and phone
numbers.

Khan’s counsel contended
that writing about violence will
not attract any of the offences
mentioned in the police commu-
nication and that it amounted to
an invasion of privacy.

NCW wants actor’s account
blocked for tweet against Saina

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

THE NATIONAL Commission for
Women (NCW) has asked
Twitter to block the account of
actor Siddharth for his “lewd and
inappropriate” tweet against
badminton player Saina Nehwal
and also wrote to the
Maharashtra police seeking reg-
istration of an FIR against him.
A tweet by Siddharth com-
menting on Nehwal's remark over
thealleged lapse in the security of
PM Narendra Modi during his
Punjab visit had netizens fuming,
The NCW claimed the com-
ment was misogynist, outrages
the modesty of a woman and

amounts to
disrespect and
insults the dig-
nity of women.

Reacting to
the row over
his remark,
Siddharthssaid,
“Nothing dis-
respectful was
intended, said or insinuated.”

Nehwal, however, said, “I'm
not sure what he meant... [ used
tolike himas anactor but this was
not nice. He can express himself
with better words but [ guess it's
Twitter and you remain noticed
with such words and comments.
If the security of the PM of India
isanissue thenI'm not sure what
is secure in the country.”

Actor
Siddharth

by the state government on
complaint of social activist Uchit
Sharma. The court quashed the
FIRs as they couldn’t “disclose
commission of offence” under
the provisions applied in it.

Abench of Justice Narendra
Vyas found that “all the allega-
tions levelled against the peti-
tioner are prima facie based
upon probabilities and on the
basis of probability any person
cannot be prosecuted”.

Singh was an influential of-
ficer under the BJP regime and
was close to the then chief min-
ister Raman Singh.

EXPRESS
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contractbasis:

OSBI

State Bank of India
Central Recruitment & Promotion Department
Corporate Centre, Mumbai
Phone: 022-22820427; Fax: 022-22820411

Recruitment of Specialist Cadre Officers on Contract Basis

Applications are invited from Indian citizens for the following post on

Sr. | Post Comparable Vacancy | Advertisement
No. Grade No.
1. | Head Deputy Managing 1 CRPD/SCO/
(Digital Banking) | Director / Chief 2021-22/24
General manager

Eligibility criteria (age, qualification, experience etc.), requisite fees and
other details are available under the respective detailed advertisement
mentioned above on Bank's website https:/bank.sbi/web/careers OR
https://www.sbi.co.in/web/careers along with a link for online

submission of application as well as online payment of application fee.

been informed about the ap-
pointment, it was too early to
speak on the matter.

Prof Kamakoti,a member of
the National Security Advisory
Board, teaches at IIT Madras's
Department of Computer
Science and Engineering.
Kamakoti helped design India's
first indigenously developed
microprocessor SHAKTI.

NOTICE

Additional Consumer Disputes Redressal Commiss-
ion Rajarhat, P.S. New Town, Kolkata 700161
CC No. 07 / 2020
Anirban Chakrabarty .......... Comp\amam
Versus
Motorola Solutions India Pvt. Ltd. & Ors.
............. Opposite Parties
To
Customer Satisfaction Manager
Motorola Mobility India Pvt. Ltd.
DLF Cyber Green Phase - Ill, Gurgaon —
122002, Haryana.
It is notmed to all concern that the addressee as
stated above in the instant complaint case is
directed by Ld. Commission to appear before it
personally or through authorized representative
n 31.01.2022 at 11.00 am. Addressee shall file
thelr wrltten version within 45 days from the date
of publication of notice before the Ld.
Commission failing which the complaint case will
run ex-parte against them.

Yp 3TTH SfEar

Bank of India BOI %&

Possession Notice (for Inmovable Property)

ZONAL OFFICE, PATNA ZONE
1st Floor, Chanakya Place, R-Block, Patna-800001
Tel.: 0612-2506639

APPENDIX -1V, Rule 8(1)

Whereas,

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the BANK OF INDIA under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section
13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002 issued a demand notice as detailed in the table
hereunder written calling upon the below mentioned borrowers to repay the amount shown in the respective notices
mentioned against their names in the table, within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrowers/guarantors mentioned below having failed to repay the amount shown in the respective notices issued u/s
13(2) within the stipulated time, notice is hereby given to the aforementioned borrowers/guarantors and the public in
general that the undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property/ies (Secured Assets) described in the table
given below in exercise of powers conferred on me under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 of the said rules on
the date(s) mentioned against the respective property.
The aforesaid borrowers/guarantors in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property/ies mentioned in the table hereunder written and any dealings with the said property/ies will be subject to the
charge of the BANK OF INDIA for the amount shown in the respective column of the table and interest thereon.

a-ﬂ’_ Cd aﬁa’ Lohia Nagar Branch:
3”1’7_ PC Colony, Opp. Shalimar Sweet,
Kankarbagh, Lohia Nagar, Patna.
Bank Of Bar Oda Web: www.bankofbaroda.com
POSSESSION NOTICE (for Immovable Property)
[As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

tw | =S |Email: LOHIYA@bankofbaroda.com

Whereas,

The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Bank of Baroda under
the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under
section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules,
2002 issued a Demand Notice dated 08.07.2021, calling upon the Borrower
M/s Narayan Infra Projects, Partners 1. Mr. Hariom Narayan Roy, 2.
Mrs. Chanchla Priyadarshini to repay the amount mentioned in the notice
being 327,02,997.74 (Rupees Twenty seven lakh two thousand nine
hundred ninety seven and paise seventy four only) as on 07.07.2021
(Inclusive of interest upto 07.07.2021) together with further interest
thereon at the contractual rate plus costs, charges and expenses till date of
payment within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The Borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given
to the Borrower and the Public in general that the undersigned has taken
possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers
conferred on him under sub-section (4) of section 13 of the Act read with
Rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 on this the 05th
day of January of the year 2022.

The Borrower/Guarantors/Mortgagors in particular and the public
in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any
dealings with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of Bank of
Baroda for an amount of being 327,02,997.74 (Rupees Twenty seven
lakh two thousand nine hundred ninety seven and paise seventy four
only) as on 07.07.2021 (Inclusive of interest upto 07.07.2021) and
further interest thereon at the contractual rate plus costs, charges and
expenses till date of payment.

The Borrower’s attention is invited to provision of sub-section (8) of section

Candidates are advised to go through the detailed advertisement so as to
ensure their eligibility and other details before applyingand remitting fees.
« DATE FOR FILING ONLINE APPLICATION & PAYMENT OF FEES:
30.12.2021 TO 28.01.2022

For any query, please write to us through link “CONTACT US" — “Post
Your Query” whichis available on Bank's website.
Place: Mumbai

Date: 30.12.2021

f(

General Manager
(RP&PM)

N
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_H # INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT KOZHIKODE

1IM Kozhikode Campus P.O, Kozhikode-673 570, Kerala

FACULTY RECRUITMENT

ADVERTISEMENT NO. A-06/2021
IIM Kozhikode invites online applications from
Indian nationals including Overseas Citizens of
India for the post of Associate Professor (OBC-01,
SC-01) in the following areas:

e Marketing Management
* Finance, Accounting and Control

Minimum Qualification: Ph.D. or equivalent
degree in appropriate subjects with first class or
equivalent at the preceding degree and with
excellentacademic record throughout.

Experience: Minimum 6 years of teaching/
research / industrial experience of which 3 years

BName of/ i. Iiranch,tii. Date & Details of n o Date of 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets. should be at the level of Assistant Professor or
mount as per Lot : . . . . .
Gg;’f‘;“r“’gr Notice uls 12(2) etails or property gfsf\:;s;t‘;“ ae;::pkt:;nt:otg: Immovable Propertylies/Stock/Bookdebts charged equivalent. Experience gained while pursuing
Mr. Ajagé Kumar (i)cRettaiI 3usim;ss _IE_QM ofN%and&Eﬁnc:(ipgl;,llqgmo.gongrifﬁor,ﬁgoLa;/(i;a Al that part and parcel of the property consisting of Flat No.404, 4th Ph.D. will not be considered.
entre Branc own, Mauza: Lhakjalal aridar, Fiot No. ) ) Floor, Bindeshwar Enclave Appartment situated at Thana No.02, Tauzi . . ‘0l
Nishata Dayal | (if) Demand Notice Date : | 102, 103, 159, 158, 170, Khata No. 3,128,133,100, 90, 96-01:2022) (" /0 P50 502 Pan%’} Survey Plot No.1143 and 1144, Mauza- For more details, please visit the link:
04.06.2021, 73, 169, Thana No. 192 & 201, Patna, Area: 1409 sq.ft, Mainpura, Mohalla Indrapuri, Road No.5, Survey Thana-Phulwari Sharif https://iimk.ac.in/recruitment
%10,30,543.76 owned by Nishata Dayal vide Title Deed No. 5508 dated at Present Thana-Patliputra, Sub and Sadar Registry Office and District
+ interest and incidental [02.08.2019, Boundary:- North: Open Space of the e ’ ) o L e : : :
charges w.e.f. 31032021 | Apartment, South: Flat No. 304, East: Flat No. 302, West: Patna Property in the name of Mrs. Chanchla Priyadarshini W/O-Mr. Hariom Last date of submitting application is 20.01.2022
Open Space of the Apartment. Narayan Roy Vide Sale Deed No.3024 dated 18/03/2014. Bounded: North-
“With further interest at applicable rate fill repayment. Common Lobby, South-Open Space, East-Flat No.402, West-Open Space. Sd/-
Date: 10.01.2022 Authorized Officer|  [Place : Patna Authorised Officer Date : 24.12.2021 Dean (FA&D)
Place: Patna Bank of India Date : 05.01.2022 Bank of Baroda \\ /}
N N N BN New Delhi N BN
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Classifieds

I,Parmjeet Kaur W/o-Dalip Singh
R/0- B-61,Uday Vihar,Nilothi
Extn,Nangloi Delhi-110041,have
changed my nameto
Paramjeet kaur. 0040598858-4

PERSONAL

1,GOURAV KUMAR S/0 UMESH,
R/0 D-3/504, GALI.NO.10, PUSTA
-3,SONIA VIHAR,DELHI-110094,
have changed my name to
GAURAV KUMAR  0040598855-5

I,hitherto known as Diksha
Kumari,D/o Sh.Raj Kumar
Gambhir,R/0 WZ-112,Gali No.3,
Ram-Chowk,Palam-Colony,
Palam Village, South West-
Delhi,Delhi-110045,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Kirti
Gambhir. 0040598863-3

I,YASHITA KHANDELIYA,D/O
SHRI.AMAR NATH KHANDELIYA,
R/0.49-D, GALI.NO. 3, MOHAN-
PARK, WEST-GURU ANGAD-
NAGAR,LAXMI-NAGAR,DELHI-
110092, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME YASHITA TO YASHITA
KHANDELIYA,FORFUTURE ALL
PURPOSES. 0040598858-5

1,Vishal Deval S/0 Manoj Kumar,
R/0X-123/345, Street.no-6,
Near-Shiv Mandir, Bharampuri,
Delhi-110053,have changed my
name to Vishal All Purposes.

0040598855-8

1,Vinod Kumar S/o0 Sh Manohar
lal,R/0 C-43,Raghuvir-Enclave,
Najafgarh,New Delhi-110043,
have changed my name,from
Vinod Kumar Vashisht to Vinod
Kumar,for all future purposes.

0040598863-1

1,Sapam Johny Singh,S/0 Sapam
Angou R/o0 WP-435/C,Wazirpur
Village,Ashok Vihar,Delhi-
110052,changed my name to
Johny Sapam. 0040598858-8

I,Rutuja Rajendraprakash
Sharma W/o Atul S Tambe R/0-
Santushti, 6099/2, Vasant-Kunj,
Delhi have changed my name
to Rutuja Atul Tambe for all
purposes. 0040598817-1

I,Reena,W/0-Rajiv,R/0-1332,
Delhi Admn Flats,Type-2,Gulabi
Bagh,Delhi-110007,Have
Changed my Name from Dolly
to Reenaboth are same
person. 0040598858-1

1,Rakesh S/o Omprakash
Khanna,R/0 H.No-4,Sector-2,
Radha Puran Estate,PO-
Krishna Nagar, Mathura,have
changed my name to Rakesh
Kumar Khanna. 0040598855-6

1,Rishabh Malik,S/o Dharam Pal
Singh R/0-7C, Dewan Estate,
Bhagwati Garden,D.K.Mohan
Garden,Delhi-110059,inform
thatin my 10th-Class
educational-documents my
name was written as Rishab
Malik,whereas my correct
name is Rishabh Malik.

0040598863-5

1,Sushma Rani, W/0-NK Mukesh
Kumar, S/0O- Sh. Parkash
Chand, No- 13766374H,VPO-
Nakroh,Tehsil-Ghanari,District-
Una-HP.Declare thatin my
husband’s army records my
name being a wife has been
wrongly written as Sushma
Deviinstead of Sushma Rani
and my Do Bis 16-06-1984 as
per my School records, Pan and
Aadhar card. All concerned to
note please. 0020432537-1

Itis for general information that
I,AJAY KUMAR,son of,SHRI
KAPIL DEV,residing at,L1st
817/14,Sangam-Vihar,New
Delhi-110080,declare that
name of my wife has been
wrongly-written as SONU in my
son’s namely YASH KUMAR
SHAH aged-14-yearsin his
birth certificate.The actual-
name of my wife is SONA DEVI
respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

0040598873-10

I,Nem Singh Tarkar also known
as Nem Singh,aged about-49
years,S/o Late Sh.Parma
Tarkar,R/0 10B,Krishna-Nagar
Mathura,Uttar Pradesh-
281004,Inform that Nem Singh
Tarkar and Nem Singh both are
same person and thatlamthe
biological father of Radha Rani
Tarkar. 0040598855-10

1, Yuvam Tewari S/0 Pankaj
Kumar Tewari, R/0 1106 Aman
Castle, Sector-4, Plot No-22
Vaishali, I.E Sahibabad S.O,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201010. Declare that Name of
My Father has been wrongly
written as Pankaj Tewariin my
10th Class Certificate No-
1122167.The actual name of My
Father is Pankaj Kumar Tewari,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0070768224-1

1, Sunil Kumar S/0 Tilak Chand
bansal, R/0 283, Subhash
Khand Giri Nagar, A.N.D.C,
Kalkaji, Delhi-110019, Declare
that name of Mine & My Wife
and My Minor Son has been
wrongly written as Sunil
Bansal & Preety Bansal and
Jayant Bansal in my minor Son
Jayant Vikram Bansal, aged
about 14 Years, In his School
Record. The actual name of
Mine & My Wife and My Minor
Son are Sunil Kumar & Preeti
Bansal and Jayant Vikram
Bansal, which may be
amended accordingly.

0070768222-1

I, Ravendra Kumar SharmaS/o
HajariLal Sharma,R/0 Village
Post-Surjawali, Pargna.
Tehshil-Khurja, Dist.-
Bulandshar, confirmthatin My
Daughter Nidhi Sharma
Documents my name has been
written-as Ravindra Kumar
Sharmainstead of Ravendra
Kumar Sharma and my wife’s
name written-as Seema
Sharmainstead of Pushp Lata
Sharma. Correct name of Mine
and My Wife is Ravendra
Kumar Sharma and Pushp Lata
Sharma Respectively.

0070768251-1

I, AniTGolaS/0 Prama Nand R/0-
78 Church Road Bhogal New
Delhi-110014, have changed my
name from Anil Gola to Anil
Kumar for all purposes.

0040598734-1

I,SANJEEV KUMAR AGRAWAL S/0
Brp Agarwal R/o plot no.322, F-
4,Gyan Khand-1 Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201010 have changed my name
to Sanjeev AGRAWAL for all
Purposes. 0040593817-2

I, SWEETY AGRAWAL W/O
SANJEEV AGRAWAL R/0 plot
no.322,F-4, Gyan Khand-1
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201010 have changed
my name to SWEETY for all
Purposes. 0040593817-3

0040593817-3

I,RAGHVENDRA KUMAR,S/O BRI1J
MOHAN GUPTA,R/0 FLAT.NO.
321,FF-1,SECTOR 3, ONYX-
PLAZA,VASUNDHRA,
GHAZIABAD,U.P-201012.
Changed my nameto
RAGHVENDRA KUMAR GUPTA.

0040598863-9

I,PRASHANT DAYAL,S/O KESHAV
DAYAL, R/0 E-701, RAJHANS
APARTMENT, PLOT.NO.4/4,
AHINSA-KHAND-1,
INDIRAPURAM,GHAZIABAD,
U.P-201014, Changed my name
to PRASHANT DAYAL MATHUR.

0040598863-8

I,Nita W/o Stave Nath,R/o B-30,
Shish Ram Park Uttam-Nagar
Delhi-59, have changed my
name to Neeta Nath.

0040598855-2

I,Narendra Morwal,S/o Sh.
Kartar Singh permanent,R/o0
225VPO-Daulat Pur,New-Delhi-
110043,have changed my name
from Narendra Morwal to
Narender Morwal,for all,future
purposes. 0040598863-4

1,Mithu Biswas,W/0-Vinay
Biswas,R/0-C-121,
PratapVihar,Part-1ll, Kirari
SulemanNagar, Delhi-
86,inform that,my name,is
wrongly-written,in my LIC-
policy(N0.333322575) as
Meethu Biswas instead,of
Mithu Biswas which,may
be,amended-accordingly.

0040598866-1

1,KHOJIKA MEHRA,D/0 Ashwani
Mehra R/0-1/3227,Ram-Nagar
Main mandoli-Road,shahadra,
Delhi-110032,inform that my
name has been mentioned as
KHOJIKA in my passport no.
M3502841. My correct-name is
KHOJIKA MEHRA both are the
same person,for all the,future
purpose. 0040598873-9

I, Yogesh Kumar Singh S/o Veer
Singh R/0-H.N0-174, Vandana
Enclave, Bihari Colony, Khora
Colony, Ghaziabad, U.P-201001,
have changed my name from
Yogesh Kumar to Yogesh
Kumar Singh for all future
purposes. 0070768258-1

1, Towkeer Ah Bhat,S/0-Gh
Quadir Bhat, R/O- Solina
Shumnagh, Tehsil- Trehgam,
District-Kupwara. In my belt
records my name and (D o B)
has been wrongly mentioned
as Tavkeer Quadir Bhat(DoB-
01-01-2003) instead of Towkeer
AhBhat (D 0 B-03-03-2003).1t
needs correction. Objections
be filed to concerned
authorities within seven days.

0020432535-1

1, Shakuntala Ruhail W/o
ShriVijay Kumar R/0-RZ-79-
D/22,RajNagar, Part-Il, Palam-
Colony,New Delhi-110077,that
my name have been wrongly-
mentioned as Shakuntalain
my Passport-No.K2913894, my
correct name is Shakuntala
Ruhail 0040598844-1

I, Nitin Marotrao Kshirsagar S/o
Mr. Marotrao Tanbaji
Kshirsagar, R/0-F6 1801,
Panchsheel Greens, Behind
Indian Oil Petrol Pump, Sector-
16B, Greater Noida West, Uttar
Pradesh-201009, have changed
my Name Nitin Kshirsagar to
Nitin Marotrao Kshirsagar for
all future purposes.

0070768253-1

I, Gh .Quadir Bhat F/O - Mohd
Asif Bhat,R/0-Solina
Shumnagh, Tehsil - Trehgam,
District-Kupwara. In my
servicerecordstheDoBofmy
son namely Mohd Asif Bhat has
been wrongly mentioned as 02-
02-2007 instead of 01-06-2008.It
needs correction. Objections
be filed to concerned
authorities within seven days.

0020432536-1

I, Asarkar Monika Vasant alias
Monika Vasantrao Asarkar
alias Monika Sanjay Dehran
D/0 Asarkar Vasant, W/O
Sanjay Badriprasad Dehran R/0
B-56, Ground Floor, Ardee City,
Sector-52, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122011. have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as MonicaDehran.

0070768220-1

Itis for general Information that
I,SHOAIB KHAN,S/O IQRAR
KHAN R/0 A-76,Gali.No-2,
Ziauddinpur New Mustafabad,
North East Delhi,Delhi-110094,
declare that name of mine and
my father has been wrongly-
written as SHOAIB AKHTAR and
IQRAR AHMAD in my 10th-Class
Marksheet And Certificate.The
actual-name of mine and my
father are SHOAIB KHAN and
IQRAR KHAN respectively
which may be amended
accordingly. 0040598873-8

I,Mehrehmat Hora,S/o Sh.
Harpreet Singh Hora,R/0 Road.
No.7,House.No.3, Punjabi-Bagh
Extension,New Delhi-110026,
have changed my name,from
Mehrehmat Hora to Mehr
Rehmat Hora,for all,future
purposes. 0040598858-10

I,Kushagr Arora,S/0-Ashok
Arora, R/0-H-36,Ground Floor,
South Extension,Part-1,New
Delhi-110049,have changed my
name to Kushagra Arora(both
are same persons)

permanently. 0040598882-6

I,Kaushlya,w/o0 Mahendra
Singh,R/0 C-1/15,Block C-1,
New Ashok-Nagar, Vasundhra-
Enclave,Delhi-110096, have
changed my name to Kaushlya
Devi, permanently.

0040598863-7

I,Jitendra Singh S/O Nanhe
Singh Yadav R/0,50-B, Deepak-
Vihar Chander Vihar Nilothi
Extn,Delhi-110041,have
changed my name to Jitender
Singh. 0040598855-3

I,Himanshu S/o Sh.Bhagwat
Singh R/0-H.N0.3/253,
Khichripur,Delhi-110091,have
changed my nameto
Himanshu Singh Jhijaria,for all,
future purpose. 0040598855-7

l,Gagan Deep Singh S/o
Amarjeet Singh R/0 B1/185
Upper ground floor,Paschim
Vihar, Delhi, have changed my
name to Gagan Wadhawan for
all future purposes.

0040598838-1

I,Chandan Deka,S/o Parikshit
Kumar Deka R/0-G-1/11,
Ganga,Triveni Apartment Near,
DC,Chowk,Sector-9, Rohini,
Delhi-110085, changed my
name to Chandan Kumar Deka.

0040598858-9

I,Bharti W/0 Ajay Kumar R/O,
101, Swastik kunj-Apartment
Sector-13, Rohini Delhi-110085,
have changed my nameto
BhartiDhawan.  0040598863-2

I, Ravinder Singh Matharoo S/o-
Rajwant Singh Matharoo R/0:A-
353, Shastri Nagar, New Delhi-
52 Have Changed My Name to
Ravinder Singh.  0070768266-1

I,AYUSH KRISHNATRY,S/0 SH.
SANJEEV SHARMA,R/0-4340,
NEAR-AMBEDKAR GATE.WALI.
GALI, RAM-NAGAR-EXTN.,
SHAHDARA,DELHI-10032,have
changed my name to AYUSH
KRISHNATRAY,For all purposes.

0040598855-1

l, Sachin Gupta S/o Krishan
Gopal Gupta R/0 B-33, New
Gupta Colony, Near Nanak Piao
Gurudwara, Delhi-110009 have
changed my minor Son’s name
Shorya Guptato Shaurya
Gupta forall purposes.

0040598839-1

1, SAYYED SHAMIRA PARVEEN,
D/O SHER ALI, R/O H.NO.B4-
1604, S. EMPIRE PANCHSHEEL
GREEN2, SEC-16, BISRAKH,
GAUTAM BUDHA NAGAR
(GREATER NOIDA WEST) UTTAR
PRADESH- 201308, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO SAIYAD
SHAMIRA FOR ALL FUTURE
PURPOSE. 0070768225-1

I, NITIN GARG S/0 Shri RAM
KUMAR GARG R/0 H-604,
TOWER-A, AJINARA PRIDE,
SECTOR-4B, VASUNDHARA,
GHAZIABAD, UP-201012 have
changed my name from NITIN
GARGto NITIN KUMAR GARG
forever. 0040598814-1

I,Ajay Dhawan S/0 Surender
Kumar R/0, 101,Swastik kunj
Apartment,Sector-13, Rohini
Delhi-110085,have changed my
name to Ajay Kumar.

0040598855-9

I, Muhd Nafis,S/0 Amiruddin
R/0, H.N0-687, Pocket-5,
Sector-A-6, Narela Delhi-
110040, have changed my name
to Nafees. 0040598858-3

I, MANNINDER KAUR d/o
HARBANS SINGH r/0 24/14-B,
Block 24/1-AB to 24/94-AB,
Tilak Nagar, Delhi-110018 have
changed my nameto
MANINDER KAUR 40598828-1

l,BHOORA KHAN,S/O.ALI JAN,
ADD-E-2,H.NO,1066, GALI.NO,
18,NEHRU VIHAR MUSTAFABAD,
NORTH EAST DELHI-110094.
Changed my name to BHURA
KHAN, permanently.

0040598858-6

1, Ankit Kumar Sharma/Ankit
Sukhdev Sharma S/o Sukhdev
SharmaR/o Flat No 802, Ruby-2,
Gardenia Glamour, Sector-3,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201012 have changed
my name to Ankit Sharma for
all future purposes.

0040598815-1

I, AMITA SAXENA W/0 Yogendra
Prakash Saxena, R/0 106,
Charms Solitaire, Plot No-14,
Mall Road, Ahinsa Khand-2,
Indrapuram, Ghaziabad, UP-
201014 have changed my name
from Amita Saxenato Amita
forever. 0040598816-1

I Yasmeen D/o Jamal
Mohammad Nasir Saifi R/o D-
2A, Lord Krishna Road, Adarsh
Nagar, Delhi-110033, have
changed my name to Yasmeen
Saififorall purposes

0070768262-1

I Rajshekhar S/o Devendra
Singh R/0 17 Verma Park, Gali
number 12 Gandhi Colony
Muzaffarnagar Uttar Pradesh-
251001, have changed my name
to Rajshekhar Raghuvanshi

0070768255-1

INitin S/O, Rajinder Singh R/0
Flat On 34 Pocket 6 Site 3
Nasirpur Dwarka New Delhi
110045 have changed my name
to Nitin Singh for all purposes.

0040598843-1

I Minakshi W/o Prashant Kumar
R/0 629, Sector-14,Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001 have changed
my name to Mini Sharma for all
purposes. 0040598841-1

1,Mohd Anas S/0, Muhd Nafis
R/0,H.N0-687, Pocket-5,Sector-
A-6,Narela Delhi-110040,have
changed my name to Anas.

0040598858-2

I Prachi Subhash Saraswat D/O,
Subhash Chandar Saraswat
R/0 T-6-flat -2102 Tata Primanti
Garden Estate Sector 72
Gurgaon 122101 have changed
my name to Prachi Saraswat

0040598822-1

I,Mahendra Kumar s/o Nathu
Singh,R/0 C-1/15,Block.C-1,
New Ashok-Nagar, Vasundhra-
Enclave, Delhi-110096,have
changed my nameto
Mahendra Singh, permanently.

0040598863-6

ILKAUSHAR PARVEEN,W/0.
BHURA KHAN,ADD-E-2,H NO,
1066,GALINO,18, NEHRU-VIHAR
MUSTAFABAD,NORTH EAST
DELHI-110094, Changed my
name to KAUSAR PARVEEN,
permanently. 0040598858-7

LOST & FOUND

|,Paramijit Kaur Bindra,w/o
Brijinder Pal Singh Bindra, C-89,
sector-30,Gautam Buddha
Nagar Noida(UP)Lost Demand
letter 433/C2,Sec-34, Rohini,
application-14063 Proty-17305,
finder contact-9711101131.

0040598863-10

1,Sumitra Kaushik,W/o-Janak
Raj Kaushik,inform that I,have
lost,demand cum allotment
letter,possession letter,NOC
for,water & electricity,site
possession letter of flat-
no.443,metro Appartment,
Jahangirpuri, Delhi-110033.

0040598866-10

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to my clients (1) JAGDISH
PRASAD S/O LATE SH. RAM KUMAR
AND (2) SMT. BIMLA DEVI W/O SH.
JAGDISH PRASAD BOTH RESIDENT
OF B-119, GALI NO. 9, VIJAY VIHAR,
PHASE-II, DELHI-110085 have disowned
and severed all their relations with their
son namely PAWAN KUMAR AND HIS
WIFE RENU AND THEIR SON NAMELY
KESHAV and debarred them from their
movable and immovable properties/assets
due to their misbehavior, unfamiliar
activities, intolerable act, misconduct and
going against my clients. Anybody dealing
with them in civil and criminal matter shall
be doing at his/her/their own risk, cost and
responsibility and my clients family shall
not be liable for their any act.
Sd/- KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-748/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE

As per instruction/ guideline of my
Client Mr. Rakesh Mittal S/o Late Shri
Gopi Chand R/o A-30, Nirman Vihar,
Delhi-110092, it is stated that his
Property’s previous Chain document
named SALE DEED NO. 6131, BOOK-
1, VOLUME NO. 913 ON PAGES 172-
174 DATED 28.12.1991 REGD. WITH
S.R. DADRI, GHAZIABAD, U.P. related
to Property/ Land measuring 1 Bigha 7
Biswa Pukhta, situated in area of
Village Mahiudinpur Kanavani, Loni,
Tehsil Dadri, District Ghaziabad, U.P,,
has been misplaced and not traceable
despite of best efforts. If anyone traced
the same pls inform on M.No.
9810030340
Mayur Chauhan
Advocate
Enrolment No. D/871/2019
CHAMBER NO. G-308,
KARKARDOOMA COURT,
SHAHDARA, DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General Public on
behalf of IDFC First Bank Ltd. that Mr. Satish
Chand Singhal was the owner of Property No.63,
area measuring 442.55 sq. yds,, situated at New
Gandhi Nagar Ghaziabad Tehsil and District-|
Ghaziabad, the said property, by virtue of Freehold
/sale deed dated 13.09.2000, registration No. 5451,
& after demise of Late Mr. Satish Chand Singhal
his Legal heirs Mr. Rakesh Singhal & Mr. Rajul
Singhal are claiming ownership of the said property
on the basis of registered will dated 14.10.2005, &
on the basis of mutation letter in the record of GDA
vide mutation letter dated 04.10.2017, All persons|
including other legal heirs are hereby inform that
above mentioned legal heir want to sell the said
property, to Mr. Vaibhav Gupta who is taking Loan
facility from IDFC First Bank Ltd., for purchase of|
the said property, if anybody has any objection/s|
upon the claiming ownership of Mr. Rakesh Singhal
& Mr. Rajul Singhal its sale /Mortgage/litigation,
and any kind of objections kindly inform the!
undersigned in writing on the below mentioned
address within 10 days of the present.

Kumar & Associates (Advocates & Consultants)
200, 2nd Fir, 23 Shivaji Marg, Moti Nagar,N. Delhi-15|
[£.011-41112527-28 _kumarassociates.advocate@qmail.com|

This is to inform the %Aneral public
that my clients Shri Mansha Ram
Vash|s t & his wife Smt. Saroj, Both
R/o Plot no.23/1, Sunder Nagar
Sant Nirankari Satsang Bhawan,
Surakhpur Road, Sector-2,
Najafgarh, Delhi, have severed all
their relations from his son and his
wife namely Shri Dharmender and
Mrs. Roopa Sharma, due to their
illegal activities, misdeed &
misconduct and debarred them
from all his movable and immovable
properties. My clients have no
concern whatsoever with them in
any manner and shall not be liable
for their any acts & omissions &
whoever deals with them shall do
so at his/her own risks &
responsibilities.

PANKAJ BHARDWAJ(ADVOCATE)

CH. NO. 424, LAWYERS CHAMBER BLOCK,
DWARKA COURTS COMPLEX, SEC-10,

DWARKA,NEW DELHI-75 (M) 09999613024

PUBLIC NOTICE

I hereby notify to public at large that my
client Shri Krishan Chand S/o Late Shri
Dilip Chand R/o F-40, Gali No.13,
Siddhantri Enclave, Bhagwati Garden
Extension, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-

IRajesh S/o Sher Singh R/0
19/159 Dakshin puri Dr
Ambedkar Nagar, New Delhi-
110062 have changed my name
toRajeshKumar.  70768231-1

I Prem Kishore S/o0 Bhagi Rath
R/0 B-1168 Transit camp,
Govind Puri KalkaJi New Delhi
110019 informthat my correct
name is Prem Kishore and not
Ram Kishore as mentioned in
my driving License No.
P03042008573315  40598831-1

1,SUSHIL KUMAR KATULA,S/O
NANAK CHAND KATULA,R/O
BK-1/48-A, SHALIMAR BAGH,
DELHI-88,have changed my
name to SUSHIL KUMAR.

0040598855-4

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for the information of general
public that my client Basant Kumar S/o
Late Sh. Lakshmi Naraian Thakur,
R/o B-259, 1st Floor, Dharam Shala
Road, Punjab National bank, Sarup
Nagar, Siras Pur, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110042 has severed all relation
and connections with his Son Amit
Kumar have debarred and disowned
them from all his movable and
immovable properties because He is
out of control of my client and Me will
have no claim in his properties.
Anybody dealing with him shall do so at
his own risk and responsibility.
Sd/- Arvind Kumar Mishra (Advocate)
Ch. No. 705, Dwarka Court,
New Delhi- 110075

PUBLIC NOTICE
WHEREAS my client Mr. Anil
Kumar S/o Late Achhay Lal & Mrs.
Raj Kumari W/o Mr. Anil Kumar
both resident of C-21, Acharya
Niketan, Mayur Vihar Phase-I,
Delhi-1111091, have disowned
their daughter Nidhi age about 30
years causing misbehavior and
disobedient from their moveable
and immovable property with
immediate effect, my client will not
responsible if any deal with her.

Deo Raj Singh (Advocate)
Chamber No.B-108,

Baba Guru Charan Singh Block,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054.
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ERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
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It is informed that my clients Sh.

GOVERNMENT OF HARYAMA, [T Te S T =) | Te ) e

Dinesh Gulati S/o Late Sh
Harbans Lal Gulati and his wife SR.| NAME OF NAME OF WORK OPENING DATE AMOUNT/ WEBSITE OF | NODAL OFFI-
Smt. Vasudha Gulati, both Rfo H. No. BOARD/ NOTICE TENDER CLOSING DATE | EMD (APPROX.)| THE BOARD | CER/CONTACT
Bg |r$|3% QG”,{?\‘,’LE'H dngcvnFé%ﬂ % CORP/AUTH (TIME) IN RUPEES | CORP./AUTH | DETAILS/EMAIL
debarred their son Manik Gulati 1 MUNICIPAL | MAINTAIN OF HORTICULTURE 07.01.2022 2.75 LACS https://etenders. 8901202433
and his wife Chandni Chugh D/o COMMITTEE | FEATURES IN RAO TULARAM 19.01.2022 hry.nic.in secy.mc.bawal @
BAWAL PARK AND DR AMBEDKAR PARK gmail.com
Jagmohan Chugh from their entire FOR ONE YEAR IN MC BAWAL .
moveable/ immovable properties. DISTRICT REWARI
My clients shall not be responsible
inany way for their acts or claimas
they have broken all links . - —
whatsoever with them forever. srompy  FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
KARUNA CHHATWAL (ADVOCATE)
X-14A, CIVIL WING, TIS
HAZARI COURTSO gE\QIS BDBEBIE’. 154 T e e = e T T o P o P e T v e T e L T A T e P i S P T T P T i T o = = T et e s S T A el
s R L RIS e FIPT LTI P TENDER NOTICE b 3
PUBLIC NOTICE SR. NAME OF NAME OF WORK OPENING DATE AMOUNT/ WEBSITE OF NODAL OFFI-
The General Public is hereby No. BOARD/ NOTICE TENDER CLOS_II_PMGEDATE EMD (APPROX.)| THE BOARD | CER/CONTACT
informed that my client Sh. CORP/AUTH ( ) IN RUPEES CORP./AUTH | DETAILS/EMAIL
Sharafat Ali S/o Sh. Chunlna 1 THE ROHTAK | H.T.120MM2 THREE CORE HLPE 11.01.2022 15000/- www.vitaindia. 7496967414
Master R/o B-2/56, Near Madina CO-OP MILK | CABLE MAKE POLYCAB OR RR + 1 01.02.2022 org.in vitarohtak @
Maszid, Sewak Park, Uttam Nagar, PRODUCERS OTHER WORK gmail.com
New Delhi-110059 have UNION LTD :
disowned/debarred His Elder UNIT OF
Son Wajahat Ali from his all HDDCE LTD
movable & immovable properties
and severed all relations in future ssozHry  FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
due to his misbehavior and out of
control of my client. Any person
dealing with him shall be doing
so at his/her own risk. My client GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA 1o Sl n =g l= o e
and his family shall not be
responsible. PRAVEEN RASTOGI SR.| NAMEOF NAME OF WORK OPENING DATE AMOUNT/ WEBSITE OF | NODAL OFFI-
(ADVOCATE) No. BOARD/ NOTICE TENDER CLOS_II_PMGEDATE EMD (APPROX.)| THE BOARD | CER/CONTACT
CORPJ/AUTH ( ) IN RUPEES CORP./AUTH | DETAILS/EMAIL
1 MUNICIPAL | SUPPLY OF WATER THROUGH 07.01.2022 EMD 8756/- https://etenders. | 0124-2672869
m COMMITTEE | LIFT WATER TANKERS IN PUBLIC | 13,01.2022 hry.nic.in secymcpataudi @
= PATAUDI TOILETS PLACES IN PATAUDI. gmail.com
= —
a 6793/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
m el ] PANCHAYAT RAJ & DRINKING WATER DEPARTMENT
. L | s ey GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
= qpmef ™ | OFFICE OF THE Superintending ENGINEER, RWS&S DIVISION, Nabarangpur
m e Tel-(06858)222643, E-Mail: eerwss_ngp @rediffmail.com /eerwssngp @gmail.com
[ b e 0-1703 INVITATION FOR BIDS
No: RWSS_NGP_ONLINE 14/ 2021-22 DATED: - 05/01/2022
m The Superintending Engineer RWS&S Division Nabarangpur on behalf of Govt. of Odisha invites percentage rate bid through E-procurement in Single
m [} cover system according to norm of e-procurement system in on-line mode.
m = 1. Name of Works As mentioned in Table “A” which includes Construction of different capacity ESR/OGR, laying of pipe line ,
i .H FHTC, Five year O&M Cost and its ancillary work in commissioned & New pipe water supply scheme of different
5 n Block in the Nabarangpur District.
I H 2. No. of Works 05 (Five) Nos (Detailed in Tender Call Notice available in the website)
m = 3. Estimated Cost As mentioned in Table “A”
h [r— 4.  Tender Paper Cost As mentioned in Table “A”
5.  Class of Contractor As mentioned in Table “A”
-ﬂ = 6.  Period of Completion 180 Days
q 7.  Critical Dates * Further details can be seen in the bidding documents, which is available in the e-procurement portal
https://www.tendersorissa.gov.in
i * Subsequent corrigendum if required shall be appeared in the web site.
* Authority reserves the right to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
Procurement Officer Bid Identification No. Availability of Tender online Last Date of Last date of receipt Date of
for Bidding seeking tender | of confirmation letter | opening of
H From To Clarification | & other documents. Bid
Superintending Engineer,| RWSS_NGP_ONLINE_14 18.01.2022 25.01.2022 | 24.01.2022 up 25.01.2022 up to 27.01.2022 at
RWSS Division, Nabarangpur of 2021-22 at 11.00 AM at 05.00 PM to 5.30 P.M. 03.30 P.M. 11.00 A.M.
Sd/-
- Superintending Engineer,
"':fi" - J'ml RWS&S Division, Nabarangpur
OIPR-25028/11/0016/2122

NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE
(Through e-tendering)

Replacement of WI-FI System in DRM Office,
New Delhi.

788,69,901.04/-only
%1,77,400/-only

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-C,
Northern Railway, 3rd Floor, Annexe-1, DRM office,
New Delhi-110055.

Tender uploading/ closing date & time- 02.02.2022
upto 15.00 hrs.

Website particular & notice See the Northern Railway website

board location where complete | www.ireps.gov.in & Notice board at S&T branch,
details of the tender can be 3rd Floor, DRM office, State Entry Road, New
seenetc. Delhi-110055.

Tender No. 558-Sig-16-Tele-OT-941 Dated: 10.01.2022 47/2022

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Name of work with its location

App. Cost of the work (%)
Earnest Money Deposit (3)
Address of the office

Date & Time for upload the
tender/closing of tender

MADHYA PRADESH TOURISM BOARD
& 6th Floor, Lily Trade Wing, Jahangirabad, Bhopal-462008
I Ph. : 0755-2780652, 2780651, E-mail : jdip.mptb@mp.gov.in
No. 29/185/MPTB/IP/Vyayan/2021

Bhopal,

NOTICE

M.P. Madhyam/103237/2022

With reference to the REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL vide No.
5763/185/MPTB/IP/Vyayan/2021 dated 21.09.2021 for
Development of Tourism Projects at land parcels Jandana
(Alirajpur) (Khasra No. 1 and 2), Palatwada (Chhindwara),
Lawakhedi 25 Hect (Sehore) on 90 years Lease to Private
Investors. The tenders for the said lands have been published
for the first time. In which the authority has decided to rebid due
to single bid or non-receipt of any bid. The last date of bid
submission is dated 21.01.2022 at 16.00 hrs. and the technical
bid opening date is date 24.01.2022 at 12.00 hrs.

JOINT DIRECTOR
(Investment Promotion)

Date : 07.01.2022

DISTRICT SOCIAL WELFARE

IH'.
=) =

I- 336

NOTICE
No. 58 / DWSO Dt. 07.01.2022

The advertisement published vide this office
Advertisement No. 58 / Dtd. 07. 01.2022 inviting
applications from eligible experienced organisations/
Agencies for submission of proposal for “Selection and
Management of Creches in Keonjhar District Under
DMF Keonjhar.

ol OFFICER, KEONJHAR i

0-1699

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
RWS&S DIVISION, KENDRAPARA.

At: Ichhapur, Post: Shree Baladevjew,
Email: eerwsskendrapara@gmail.com

Identification No. RWS/87/2021-2022
Letter No. 341 Dated. 10/01/22

2nd Corrigendum

This corrigendum has been made for the NIT-87 invited online vide this
office letter No. 7614/ Dated 22.12.2021 as there need changes in date
for selling, closing, clarification and opening which was on dt.
11.01.2022 (selling date), 27.01.2022 (closing date), 15.01.2022 (clari-
fication date) 20.01.2022 (opening date) as per 1st corrigendum has
been extended and to be read as 15.01.2022, 29.01.2022, 19.01.2022
and 21.01.2022 respectively due to unavoidable circumstances. All
other terms and conditions remain unaltered.

OIPR - 26060/11/0005/2122

The detail, Terms and conditions along with the RFP No. Name of Work Estimated | Cost of | Period of
documents can be downloaded from the district website ‘F’fs‘ (Apprx.) | Tender | completion
. .. s. In Lakhs | Paper
www.kendulhar.nlc.ln. 1 E);:,l\clgtignh of 40 BI_PCDG Ii—le;rofitting 3 369.15 310000 | 330 days
The proposal complete in all respect should reach the Ootapur on ubbed v mode andor
undersigned before, 31.01.2022 by 5 P.M Via means of Kendrapara Block in the District of
. / d- post onl Kendrapara. (JUM Funds)
courier/ speed- p Y- 2 |Execution of 40 LPCD Retrofitting| 3 321.98 310000 | 330 days
P : : RPWS Scheme to Purusottampur,
The undersigned reserves the right _to _reject or cancel Bhagabatpur and Kuturanga on clubbed
any or all the tenders, without assigning any reason up mode under Kendrapara Block in the
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Selecting the booster shot

‘Precautionary’ doses for vulnerable groups have begun, using the same vaccine the beneficiaries were
previously given. What is the rationale behind this, and the arguments for and against mixing vaccines?

ANURADHAMASCARENHAS
PUNE, JANUARY 10

ON MONDAY, the government began admin-
istering an additional “precautionary” dose
of the Covid-19 vaccine to vulnerable groups
— those over age 60 and with comorbidities,
and healthcare and frontline workers. The two
vaccines most prevalently in use in India,
Covishield and Covaxin, are given in two
doses; so the “precautionary” or “booster”
dose is the third one for those eligible.

Over 63 crore Indians have received both
doses of their vaccine until Sunday, out of
nearly 150 crore doses administered overall.

For those eligible for the booster, the Centre
has not allowed mixing of vaccines as of now:
If someone has received two doses of
Covishield, she will be given the same vaccine
for the third shot, and so also for Covaxin. Once
more dataisavailable,a heterologous approach
(usingadifferent vaccine for the third jab) will
be taken later, the Centre has said.

What purpose does a boosters serve?

The immunity provided by a regular
course of vaccines is known towane over time.
Various studies in India and elsewhere have
reported a decline in antibodies of vaccinated
people, recorded at various points of time af-
ter the last dose. This decline happens notonly
with antibodies, but even memory T-cells.

Abooster dose is given so that people can
maintain their level of immunity for longer. In
the past, boosters were recommended for
smallpox prevention every three to five years.
Tetanus toxoid boosters are also recom-
mended today for adults and pregnant
women after childhood vaccination.

Regulators in some countries, such as the
Unites States’ Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) and the United Kingdom’s Medicines
and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency
(MHDA), have looked at booster dose dataand
given approvals.

In India, a recent study found that six
months after the second Covaxin dose, a
booster using the same vaccine led to neutral-
ising T cell and B cell responses. This suggests
good immune memory responses and long-
term protection from severe disease, manu-
facturer Bharat Biotech said in a statement.

Why has the Centre chosen to use the

“Precautionary’ dose given at Maulana Azad Medical College, Delhi. Abhinav Saha

same vaccine for the booster shot?

There are regulatory and clinical aspects.
From a regulatory and legal perspective, ac-
cording to Dr Gagandeep Kang, one of India’s
best-known vaccinologists, it makes sense to
give the same vaccine as the previous two
doses until there is sufficient data to make a
policy decision on using a different vaccine as
the third dose.

“These vaccines are under emergency use
authorization (EUA) which means that they
are not fully licensed. For instance, in the na-
tional programme onimmunisation, we have
off-label recommendation for the rotavirus
vaccine... For the inactivated polio vaccine...
thelicence s for a full dose given intramuscu-
larly. What this means is that off-label use for
products that are licensed is one thing, but the
same for ones that are under EUA is another is-
sue,” Dr Kang said.

“We also have to consider the issue of in-
demnity. What if something goes wrong
when you use another vaccine: then who is
responsible?” she said.

From the clinical standpoint, leading virol-
ogist DrV Ravi noted that the fundamental at-
tribute of the immune system is memory. “If
you shoot with the same vaccine one will
boost the memory. Boosting with a homolo-
gousvaccine [the same one given earlier] will

also fetch a good response,” Dr Ravi said.

Immunologist Dr Vineeta Bal said many
traditional vaccines are used as a second or
third dose as the primary vaccination regime
followed by a booster of the same a few
months or years later. For instance, tetanus
toxoid is part of the childhood vaccination pro-
gramme and is recommended at a later age
too, including pregnant women.

What have studies on mixing of vaccines
shown so far?

In India, there is no clear data yet on mix-
ing the two vaccines that make up the bulk of
the doses being administered: Covishield and
Covaxin. Efforts are being taken up to gener-
ate and analyse data. A recent pilot study by
the Asian Institute of Gastroenterology (AIG)
examined the safety profile of mixing
Covishield and Covaxin and also checked an-
tibody response by comparing small homol-
ogous and heterologous vaccine groups. It
found that mixing vaccines was safe.

Dr D Nageshwar Reddy, Chairman, AIG
Hospitals, has said that the most important
finding of the study was that antibodies neu-
tralising the coronavirus spike protein were
significantly higher in the mixed-vaccine
groups thanin the same-vaccine groups. “We
have communicated details of the study to

ICMR (Indian Council of Medical Research),”
DrReddy has said.

The Christian Medical College in Vellore,
too, has taken up a study on the feasibility of
the mixing of Covid-19 vaccine doses. The re-
sults are likely to be out by February this year.

Although heterologous boosting appears
tobesafe, dataon long-term safety is yet tobe
generated.

But why look at mixing vaccines?

According to the World Health
Organization, homologous vaccine schedules
are standard practice based on substantial
safety,immunogenicity and efficacy data. The
European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control (ECDC) has said that a heterologous
booster vaccine strategy may be considered
as an alternative strategy to improve vaccine
protection and provide flexibility in vaccine
supply and availability issues.

Dr Sanjay Pujari, member of the ICMR na-
tional Covid-19 task force, referred to studies
that have demonstrated higher immune re-
sponses with heterologous schedules.
However they are limited by short-term data.
“Understanding of how immunogenicity data
translates into vaccine effectiveness is still
evolving and immune correlates for absolute
protection are still unclear,” Dr Pujari said.

Dr Bal said noted, however, thatin general,
inmany contexts (including Covid-19),a mix-
and-match strategy has been visualised or
used. For example, for DNA vaccines, protein-
based vaccines were considered in prime-
boost situations.

If and when India decides to vaccinate the
adult population, what about supply?

Experts have stressed the importance of
achieving a right balance between effective-
ness and safety concerns and the availability
of vaccine platforms and supplies. “Apart from
the absence of Indian data in the public do-
main on how mix-and-match vaccination
would benefit, there could be supply chain,
vaccine availability issues,” Dr Bal said.

Ofthe nearly 150 crore vaccine doses given
until Sunday, over 130 crore are of Covishield
(5inevery6)and over 19 crore are of Covaxin.
Experts noted that since Covaxin is the only
one in use for under-18 vaccination, there
could be a possibility of a shortage of the vac-
cine for heterologous boosting of the Indian
adult population.

Omicron & immune response after vaccination

ANURADHAMASCARENHAS
PUNE, JANUARY 10

WITH ITS multiple mutations, the Omicron
variant of SARS-CoV-2 significantly reduces
the neutralising ability of antibodies — those
induced by vaccines as well as by hybrid im-
munity, a study has found. This might explain
its rapid spread even amid widespread vac-
cine coverage, suggests the study, conducted
by the Translational Health Science and
Technology Institute (THSTI). The researchers
have stressed, however, that reduced neutral-
isation may not translate into drastic reduc-
tion in vaccine effectiveness.

The study, ‘Sub Optimal neutralisation of
Omicron (B.1.1.529) variant by antibodies in-
duced by vaccine alone or SARS CoV2 infec-
tion plus vaccine (hybrid immunity) post six
months’, is currently published as a preprint
(bit.ly/31]ht9Z).

The comparison

Researchers tested the ability of antibod-
ies to neutralise Omicron among people with
vaccination alone,and among vaccinated peo-
ple whoalso had had a prior natural SARS-CoV-

2 infection. “We included a total of 80 partici-
pants — 20 each with ChAdOx1 nCoV-19
(Covishield) and BBV152 (Covaxin) vaccina-
tion alone, and 20 each with ChAdOx1 nCoV-
19 vaccine plus natural infection and BBV152
vaccine plus natural infection,”
said Dr Pramod Garg, Executive
Director of THSTL

The study compared the ex-
tent of neutralisation using a
measure called geometric mean
titre(GMT). For antibodies against
the original virus strain, the GMT
was 384 in those vaccinated with
Covaxin alone, and 383 in those
vaccinated with Covishield alone.
For the hybrid groups, the values
were 795 and 1424 respectively.

Against Omicron, only 5 out of 20 in both
vaccine-only groups, 5 out of 19 in the Covaxin-
plus-infection group, and 9 out of 20 in the
Covishield-plus-infection group exhibited
neutralisation titres above the lower limit of
quantification. This suggested better neutral-
isation in those with prior infection.

The proportion of neutralisers was signif-
icantly reduced against Omicron compared to
the original strain and Delta. Among those
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without prior infection, GMT was significantly

lower against Omicron than against the origi-

nal strain and Delta. Among those with previ-

ousinfection, the titres followed the same pat-

tern — but the neutralising ability was betterin
them thanin those without previ-
ous infection.

Vaccination does help

“However, reduction in neu-
tralisation may not translate into
drasticreduction in vaccine effec-
tiveness. We have to give a bal-
anced message to people, that in
general, the body's own defence
mechanism even before vaccines
were good enough to prevent
symptomaticinfectionsinalarge
majority of people. Among those clinically in-
fected a large majority had mild disease, due
tonaturalimmune defence mechanismin hu-
mans,” DrGargsaid. Evenif Omicron s spread-
ing, being vaccination prevents severe disease
in 80%-90% of the people, Dr Garg said.
“Boosting may be required in a sub group of
people whichis allowed from today onwards.”

There was no difference in the neutralisa-
tion levels between the two vaccines.

Antibodies, T cells & boosters

Arecent study by THSTI published in The
Lancet Infectious Diseases has shown that be-
sides neutralising antibodies, T-cell immune
responses are important for controlling SARS-
CoV-2 infection. The researchers said this
seems to be true for Omicron too, as demon-
strated by South African researchers.

“From a policy perspective, a significant
correlationbetween serumIgG titres and neu-
tralisation GMT against the omicronin the face
of immune escape by this variant would lend
support for an additional dose of vaccine to
augment antibody response. This is being im-
plemented in a few countries including India
and has the potential to offer better protection
invulnerable people...” the study said.

Lead author Guruprasad Medigeshi and
other researchers have said in the study that
the drop in neutralisation might be alarming,
but the real-world impact of these reduced
neutralisation titres on hospitalisationrates and
mortality rates have to be interpreted along
with other factors such as pathogenicity of the
variant,immunisation uptakes and seropreva-
lence from natural infection in different geo-
graphical regions and the expected role of cel-
lularimmune responses to the variant.

Valour of the Chhote Sahibzaade, and PM’s political outreach to Punjab

DIVYAGOYALGOPAL
LUDHIANA, JANUARY 10

THE NATION would henceforth observe
December 26 as 'Veer Baal Diwas', Prime
Minister Narendra Modi announced on
Sunday (December 9), the Parkash Purab
(birth anniversary) of the tenth Sikh Guru
Gobind Singh.

What is the importance of December 26
inthe history of Sikhism, and the political con-
text of the PM’s announcement a month
ahead of elections in Punjab?

Courage and sacrifice

Veer Baal Diwas —atribute to the bravery
of children — is dedicated to the Chhote
Sahibzaade, Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh,
the youngest sons of Guru Gobind Singh, who
were bricked alive on the orders of Wazir
Khan, the Mughal faujdar of Sirhind, for re-
fusing to renounce their faith and become
Muslim. Zorawar Singh was 9 at the time,and
Fateh Singh only 7. Soon after they were
walled up alive, their grandmother Mata Gujri
(Guru Gobind Singh’s mother) died of shock.

Today, Gurdwara Sri Fatehgarh Sahib
stands on the site where the two Sahibzaadas
were executed on December 12, 1705, which
translates to December 26 in the calendar
now in use.

It is believed that after no one in Sirhind
town agreed to spare land to cremate the
Sahibzaadas, a rich Hindu trader named
Diwan Todar Mal purchased a small piece of
land by covering it with at least 7,800 gold
coins, and performed the last rites after get-
ting their bodies released from the Mughals.
Later, Gurdwara Jyoti Sarup was built at this
site in Fatehgarh Sahib.

Prof Paramvir Singh of the Department of
Encyclopaedia of Sikhism at Punjabi
University, Patiala, said: “Guru Gobind Singh
had four sons, the Chaar Sahibzaade, all of
whom sacrificed their lives to uphold the
identity and dignity of the Khalsa Panth
against the Mughals. Ajit Singh and Jujhar
Singh died in the battle of Chamkaur Sahib.
But the bravery and sacrifice of Zorawar Singh
and Fateh Singh is considered unparalleled
not just because of the tender age at which
they chose death, but also for the cruel and
barbaric conditions that the Mughals had cre-

ated for them and their grandmother before
their execution.”

The Sahibzaadas and their grandmother
were held captive at the open-air Thanda Burj
(Cold Tower) of the Mughal fort for days in
chilly weather, during which they shivered
endlessly but refused to convert, Prof Singh
said. “They were pressured and threatened
with death if they did not accept Islam, but

Gurdwara Sri
Fatehgarh
Sahib. Harmeet
Sodhi

they refused to renounce their faith,” he said.
Jujhar, Zorawar, and Fateh were the sons

of the Guru’s first wife Jito Ji, and were cared

for by their grandmother after Jito Ji died.

Along-pending demand

For long, the Sikh community has asked
that December 26 be marked as a special day
in memory of the Chhote Sahibzaade. Jor

Mela, a religious fair, is organised from
December 25-28 every year inmemory of the
Sahibzaadas and their grandmother at Sri
Fatehgarh Sahib, which is attended by lakhs
of devotees from Punjab and elsewhere.

Current political context

The BJPis going into the Assembly elec-
tion of February 14 without its old ally
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), a panthic party
that puts religious and gurdwara affairs on
top of its agenda.

For the Modi government and the BJP,
which have lost significant political capital
during the year-long standoff with farmers
protesting against the three farm laws that
the Centre was ultimately forced to with-
draw, the announcement is in the nature of
a peace offering.

Itis seen as an effort to placate angry and
upset Punjabis — not just Sikhs, but people
from all communities who revere the sacrifice
of the Chhote Sahibzaade.

The SAD has objected to the decision be-
ing taken without consulting the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC).

SAD spokesperson Dr Daljit Singh

New Delhi

Cheema said, “We appreciate the PM’s move
to honour the sacrifice of the Chhote
Sahibzaade, but the name of the day should
be decided after consultation with the SGPC
todojustice to the history behind this unpar-
alleled sacrifice. The Sikh religious literature
and gurbani should be consulted to name
this day.”

SGPC member Kiranjot Kaur tweeted, “I
strongly oppose naming Shaheedi Diwas of
Sahibzaade as Veer Bal Diwas. Babas are be-
ing reduced to children. Govt has no busi-
ness reinterpreting our beliefs in a reduc-
tionist way.”

Prof Paramvir Singh said that even though
Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh were only 9
and 7 respectively at the time of their mar-
tyrdom, they are referred to as “BabaZorawar
Singh” and “Baba Fateh Singh” because ac-
cording to Sikh faith, they were not merely
‘children’.

“Their actions and wisdom were beyond
their age and hence they are referred to as
‘Babas’, not children. We consider them our
revered elders who made the supreme sacri-
fice for the Sikh faith, so limiting them to the
word ‘Baal’ might be objectionable,” he said.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

FORTIFY THE SHIELD

Omicron variant adds a new dimension to discourse on booster
shots. Precautionary shot regime must become more expansive

HE TURN TAKEN by the pandemic in the past two weeks has made the smooth

conduct of the “precautionary” inoculation drive for the elderly, healthcare pro-

fessionals and frontline workers, that commenced from Monday, imperative.

While the virus seems to have assumed a milder form during the current wave,
some of the caveatsissued by the WHO late November after South African authorities alerted
the world about the pathogen’s newest variant, Omicron, remain salient. The global health
agency had warned that Omicron’s high transmissibility could offset its less virulent charac-
terand stressed the need for protecting the aged and the immunocompromised. Reports of
large numbers of doctors in Delhi and Mumbai being afflicted by Covid should alsobe a mat-
ter of concern. While these medics do not have a severe form of the disease and hospitalisa-
tionrates have, so far, been low, the healthcare sector can ll-afford the absence of large num-
bers of doctors, nurses,and paramedics. There are already reports of hospitals in Delhi having
to cutdown onroutine consultations and surgeries. That's why a section of experts believes
that the country would have been better prepared to take on the current outbreak had it
planned the drive for additional doses earlier.

Last week, the National Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation ended speculation
about the vaccines to be used for “precautionary” doses. Given the lack of consensus on a
mixed vaccine approach, the expert body did the right thing in recommending that the pre-
cautionary dose would be the same as the first two jabs. Moreover, evidence from the UK
shows that the third dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine — Covishield in India — reduces severe
Covid and hospitalisation by 88 per cent. Conversations on mixing vaccines must, however,
continue. Unlike in the US and Europe, there have been very few studies in India on vaccine
effectiveness and experts rightly believe that more data on the duration of the immunity of-
fered by the vaccines in use in the country will help in the quest for developing more potent
boosters. The propensity of the virus to mutate into variants like Omicron that can undermine
vaccine performance and cause breakthrough infections has added a new dimension to this
discourse. Preliminary studies show that a broad booster approach can bring down the R
number — the number of people infected by a Covid positive person — to less than 1 during
the Omicron-driven surge. The government’s next task, therefore, should be to make the
coverage of the additional doses more expansive. It must also begin planning to extend the
inoculation drive for children.

Omicron has once again underlined that the virus is a moving target. We are, however,
much better prepared to take on the contagion’s newest avatar compared to the despair-
filled days of the second wave. In the coming weeks and months, the government and sci-
entific bodies must endeavour to strengthen the shield provided by vaccines.

INSECURE STATE

Weaponising ED, tax authorities to expand counterinsurgency
umbrella in Kashmiris a fraught move

OUNTERINSURGENCY (COIN) OPERATIONS ARE usually understood to target

weapon wielding militants, their organisations and their leaders. As reported in

this newspaper, in Kashmir, where the sweeping changes of 2019 have failed to

end the militancy, COIN operations appear to have changed tack to fold inan in-
creasingly wider swathe of the population. They now cover funders and financiers, and “over-
ground workers”, a term that was recently used at an Army-organised seminar at Srinagar’s
Badami Bagh garrison, as a description that fit young and old, man or woman, scholars, doc-
tors, teachers, businessmen, lawyers, and anyone else “from gunners to runners”. Now it is
not just the police, the army and the paramilitaries but a plethora of other organisations such
as the Enforcement Directorate, and others included in the Terror Monitoring Group such as
the two Central Boards dealing with direct and indirect taxes and customs. On the face of it,a
case can be made that instead of focussing on the numbers of “kills” of militants, which may
end up pushing more young people to take up arms and declare war against the Indian state,
focussing on breaking their networks, whether financial, logistical orideological, isamorein-
telligent way of dealing with an insurgency. Far too many recent encounters have led to the
killings of barely adult teenagers with no training and armed with nothing more than a pis-
tol. Instead, if a crackdown on those who give them money and shelter, and other types of sup-
port can lead to arrests and save lives, this new approach may even win community support.

However, the danger in the ever-widening definition of overground workers is that it can
end up profiling or labelling an entire population as such, and lead back to the same unde-
sirable result — alienation and a simmering militancy. After thousands of arrests under dra-
conian laws such as the Unlawful Activities and Prevention of Terrorism Act and the Public
Security Act over the last three years, the government is no closer to making friends with the
people in Kashmir. Add the new rules of conduct for government employees, and several
dismissals under constitutional provisions that require no reason to be given, a muzzled
press, the barring of dissent to the extent that even the police force says its actions must not
be questioned, this feels more like the hatchet arm of a security state bent on othering the peo-
ple of the Valley.

This heavily securitised approach to bringing back “normalcy” and zero community out-
reach, the continuing absence of a political process with restrictions on the movement and
activities of the former state’s political leadership even as the rest of the country is forever in
election mode has only served to emphasise the difference.

A SMALL HOPE

The story of a lost baby being reunited with his family in Kabul

offers a glimmer of positivity ina tumultuous time

PAIR OF arms reaches upwards, passing a wailing baby over a barbed-wired wall

into the hands of a US soldier. This photo was flashed around the world as a

symbol of the desperate straits that the Afghan people found themselves in

after the Taliban forces entered Kabul on August 15 last year. The arms belong
tothe infant’s father, Mirza Ali Ahmadi who was at the airport of the Afghan capital on August
19 with his family —along with hundreds of others — hoping to get evacuated. In the tumult,
he handed baby Sohail across the airport wall to a soldier, fully expecting to be reunited with
his sonalmostimmediately on the other side. What followed, however, was a five-month long
separation, with the baby finally being returned on January 8 to members of his family who
had stayed on in Kabul. His parents and siblings, who managed to get evacuated to the US,
watched the reunion on video.

Following the Taliban takeover of Kabul and the ensuing chaos, approximately 1,300
Afghan children were evacuated to the US without their parents or legal guardians, accord-
ing to the US Department of Health and Services. Most are still waiting to be united with their
families. Unlike in the case of Sohail, who was found in Kabul — where he had been “adopted”
by a local taxi driver as his own son — the outlook for these children appears bleak due to
the lack of a clear legal mechanism that can reunite them with families who are still stuck
in Afghanistan.

This is why Sohail’s story is so rare and precious right now. At a time when Afghanistan
grapples with a massive humanitarian crisis and an economic meltdown, in addition to the
Covid pandemic, to know that a lost baby has been returned to his family is warming. From
asymbol of desperation, Sohail’s story has become one of hope.

N

Stalling PM’s cavalcade

Fix responsibility for the glaring gaps behind the PM’s
security lapse, don’t use it for propaganda

YASHOVARDHAN AZAD

ON THE BITTER cold wintry afternoon of
January 5, under a smoky grey sky, the prime
minister’s convoy came to a grinding halt on
an overbridge along the Moga Ferozepur
Highway, 30 km short of Hussainiwala, a vil-
lage by the river Sutlej on the Indo-Pak border.
For a full 20 minutes, the PM, one of the most
threatened protectees in the world, sat in his
bulletproof vehicle with the Special Protection
Group commandos as the last frontier of pro-
tection. Meanwhile, a few metres ahead, pro-
testers were being persuaded by police offi-
cers to lift the road blockade.

Those who argue that such lapses have
occurred in Varanasi and other places too, fail
to see the vulnerability of the PM being
trapped on an overbridge in a sensitive state
right on the border. Frequent droppings of
arms and drugs by drones from across under-
line the grave threat. Even more lethal is the
free reign given to rogue terror brigands by
the ISI to create mayhem along the border
from Punjab to Jammu.

Three wars have been fought around
Hussainiwala. The road linking Pakistan is
closed and the border outpost organises the
beating retreat border ceremony every day.
Shaheed Bhagat Singh with his comrades was
cremated here in 1931 by the harried British,
fearing an uprising over their hanging. It is his
memorial that the PM intended to visit that
day, along with attending a public meeting.

The security breach has two glaring as-
pects. First, the PM was too close to the con-
frontation point and second, the police was not
clearing the protestors but negotiating with
them, while the convoy was stationary. Both
would be the main issues for enquiry later.

Why was the PM not kept away at a safe
distance from the road blockade? Why was the
road journey undertaken? Why was the road
not cleared? Was there any priorintelligence?

Intelligence regarding protests by farmers
was known even to the common man, let
alone state and central intelligence agencies.
Specific intelligence regarding the blockade
point perhaps would not have been available.
Most PMs, however, do decide on travelling in
such situations because protests are a part of
our democratic culture.

Due to inclement weather, a road journey
was the alternative, and this contingency was

Political grandstanding over
the matter has led to the
obfuscation of the real
issues. As soon as the PM
came back to Delhi, the
Centre let loose a battery of
ministers, levelling
preposterous charges against
the Punjab government of
conspiracy and deliberate
plans to thwart his visit to
the state. The state of Punjab
countered, stating that

the road journey was a
last-minute decision and the
real reason for aborting the
visit was a low turnout at the
PM’s rally. BJP and Congress
spokespersons traded
charges on TV channels,
leaving the common man

groping for the truth.

already planned, and rehearsals were done.
Then, why didn’t the state police keep the road
clear? The route clearance was given by the
police, but in practice, no route of 111 km can
be fully sanitised. But, with modern commu-
nication systems available, as well as a state
police contingent scouring the terrain in ad-
vance, the route is cleared way ahead of the
PM convoy. According to Punjab authorities,
the farmers suddenly came on the road and
blocked it. Evenif thatis true, it was the task of
the advance police party to clear the blockade
much before the PM arrived at the point.

The glaring lapse is the hesitancy to clear
the blockade, even with force, if required. The
PM'’s carcade cannot be stalled for even 20 sec-
onds, let alone 20 minutes. Dithering and not
taking action was a grave lapse on the part of
the district SPand collector.

Itis crucial to know exactly when the car-
cade got information of the roadblock and why
immediate evacuation drills were not put in
place tomove the PM to the nearest designated
safe house. The SPG officer should have de-
cided in consultation with the central and state
representatives in the carcade. This is the sec-
ond grave lapse — allowing the PM’s car to
reach so near the confrontation point.

Where, then, lies the blame? It islaid down
clearly that while the SPGis responsible for the
PM’s proximate security, the overall responsi-
bility for his protection lies with the state in
whose jurisdiction the PM is. While the
Ferozepur collector and SP have to answer why
the blockade was not removed, IG SPG should
face an enquiry over why the PM’s car could
not be pulled away from the overbridge.

Why the police leadership is hesitant to
take action is a larger question. The posting of
the right leaders is sacrosanct. While the
Punjab police chief position has seen yet an-
other change, the SPG chief’s tenure, nearing
six years, has been inordinately long.

Political grandstanding over the matter has
led to the obfuscation of the real issues. As soon
as the PM came back to Delhi, the Centre let
loose a battery of ministers, levelling preposter-
ous charges against the Punjab government of
conspiracy and deliberate plans to thwart his
visit to the state. The state of Punjab countered,
stating that the road journey was a last-minute
decision and the real reason for aborting the

visit was a low turnout at the PM’s rally. BJP
and Congress spokespersons traded charges
on TV channels, leaving the common man
groping for the truth.

The tendency of shying away from bring-
ing professionals in such matters is perhaps
more prominently seen in India than in any
other country. Instead of ministers airing their
views, the Centre should have asked the sec-
retary, security, cabinet secretariat, an IPS of-
ficer, to give out the facts before the press. It
would have been professional and sans poli-
tics. Punjab could have done the same, but the
panel announced by the state did not even
have a police officer.

Some retired police officers have written
to the President alleging a conspiracy by the
border state against the PM. They see a sinister
design behind the poor security arrangements.
Some others have referred to farmers’ angst
being expressed through the blockade. Both
miss the truth. A professional cannot abdicate
his responsibility. Clearing the route and keep-
ing the PM away from the hotspot was the job
of professionals and should have been done
despite any pressure or external influence. Also,
the farmers’ angst is much appreciated, but the
sanctity of democratic protest cannot be
stretched to the point of blocking the PM's or
President’s convoy anywhere and everywhere.

Itis critical now to pinpoint the lapses and
not allow the matter to be shrouded in propa-
gandaand controversies. The guilty need tobe
punished and it should be ensured that sucha
grave lapse is not repeated.

India’s federal structure is sacrosanct. Ideal
security arrangements for the PM in any state
require full cooperation between the Centre
and the state. The largest democracy in the
world deserves to have a harmonious relation-
ship between the Centre and states to tackle
internal security matters objectively and ex-
peditiously. Synergy is the need of the hour to
address the issue of security holistically, to
prove that our nation asawholeis greater than
the sum of its parts.

The writer is chairman, Deepstrat, a former
Central Information Commissioner, and a
retired IPS officer who served as secretary,

security and special director, Intelligence
Bureau

ERRATIC INTERPRETATION

Supreme Court has been inconsistent about customary international law in India

PRABHASH RANJAN

ANIMPORTANT reporton “Indiaand interna-
tional law” by the parliamentary committee
on external affairs was recently presented to
the Lok Sabha. Among other things, the report
discusses how Indian courts have dealt with
international law. The committee observed
that India follows the principle of “dualism”,
that is, international law does not automati-
cally getincorporated into the domestic legal
regime. An act of Parliament is necessary to
transform international law into municipal
law as recognised by Article 253 of the Indian
Constitution. However, the committee be-
lieves that the Supreme Court has digressed
from the principle of dualism and moved to-
wards monism by holding that customary in-
ternational law (CIL), unless contradictory to
domesticlaw, is part of the Indian legal regime
even without an enabling legislation enacted
by the Parliament. CIL refers to international
law norms derived froma custom thatis a for-
mal source of international law.

India has indeed moved away from the
principle of dualism towards monism by ju-
dicially incorporating not just CIL but also in-
ternational treaties including those treaties
that India has not signed. As regards custom-
ary norms, the Supreme Court in Vellore
Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of India held
that CILwhichis not contrary to the municipal
law shall be deemed to have been incorpo-
rated in India’s domestic law. This principle
has been affirmed in subsequent decisions.
The apex court in Research Foundation for
Science v. Union of India, relying on the Vellore
Citizen case, declared that the precautionary

The committee’s
recommendation that the
executive should take note of
the vacuum in domestic
legislation on customary
norms in international law
and develop adequate
domestic laws is an
important one. However,
this should not mean
expanding domestic law that
rejects binding customary
norms in international law.
On the contrary, India
should enact domestic

laws that are harmonious
with CIL.

principle, an environmental law concept, is
partof CILand thus part of Indian law.

Several facets of this judiciary-led tran-
sition from dualism to monism require elu-
cidation. First, the apex court incorporating
CIL as part of the domestic legal regime is
consistent with the practice of other com-
mon law countries. However, the sticky part
is the ease with which CILis accepted as part
of Indian law. For instance, the Supreme
Court’s willingness to readily accept the pre-
cautionary principle as part of CIL flies in the
face of international law debates where the
acceptance of this principle as a customary
norm remains contested. Determination of
whether a particular provision indeed con-
stitutes a binding customary norm under in-
ternational law requires the double require-
ment of state practice (the actual practice of
the states) and opinio juris (belief that the
custom is part of the law). The apex court
rarely conducts such an analysis.

Second, the apex court hasn’t been consis-
tent in incorporating CIL. In a 2021 case,
Mohamad Salimullah v. Union of India, the court
appallingly refused to rule against the depor-
tation of Rohingya refugees to Myanmar de-
spite the principle of non-refoulment being
part of CIL. The principle of non-refoulment
prohibits a country fromreturning refugees to
countries where they face a clear threat of per-
secution. But curiously the court did not incor-
porate this principle into Indian law.

Third, international law-making is often
critiqued for democratic deficit. Arguably, ju-
dicially incorporating international law with-

out parliamentary scrutiny legitimises such a
democratic deficit. Accordingly, judicial incor-
poration of international law is questioned be-
cause it amounts to the judiciary riding
roughshod over the Parliament. The commit-
tee too feels that this could become a bone of
contention between the judiciary and the
other organs of the state.

Fourth, the bright side of judicial incorpo-
ration is the progressive development of law
when the executive and the parliament foride-
ological or political persuasions fail to enact
laws transforming a liberal international legal
norm into domestic law. India’s spectacular
failure to enact a refugee law incorporating the
principle of non-refoulment s a classic exam-
ple of this. The apex court squandered the ter-
rific opportunity in the Mohamad Salimullah
case to incorporate non-refoulment as part of
the Indian legal regime.

The committee’s recommendation that
the executive should take note of the vacuum
in domestic legislation on customary norms
ininternational law and develop adequate do-
mesticlaws isanimportant one. However, this
should not mean expanding domestic law that
rejects binding customary norms in interna-
tional law. On the contrary, India should enact
domestic laws that are harmonious with CIL.
The judiciary, on its part, should demonstrate
greater analytical rigour in interpreting and
applying CILas part of the Indian legal regime.

The writer is professor and vice dean at Jindal
Global Law School, O Pjindal Global University.
Views are personal
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ASSAM PROTESTS

THE FIRST DAY of the 36-hour civil disobe-
dience passed off more or less peacefully
with reports of only minor acts of sabotage
and sporadic attempts at ticketless travel
from different parts of the Brahmaputra val-
ley. About 200 persons were arrested from
all over the region. Of these, about 70 were
preventive arrests and the remaining for at-
tempting to travel ticketless. The All Assam
Students Union and the All Assam Gana
Sangram Parishad had given a call for a 36-
hour ticketless travel in government buses,
trains and ferries, non-payment of entertain-
ment tax in cinema halls and boycott of fi-

nancial transactions in post offices.

PANEL ON EVMSs

A ONE-DAY COUNTRYWIDE general election
and introduction of electronic voting machines
within three years are among the major rec-
ommendations made by an expert panel con-
stituted by the election commission. The six-
member panel has also recommended that
the chief secretary of a state be its chief elec-
toral officer.

POPE BREAKS SILENCE
POPE JOHN PAUL, breaking a nine-day silence

New Delhi

on the crisis in his homeland, said Poles were
forced to sign declarations that go against their
conscience. “Under the threat of losing jobs,
citizens are being forced to sign declarations
that go against their conviction,” the Polish-
born Pontiff said. He added that European and
world concern over the situation in Poland was
justifiably intense.

HOCKEY FINALS

PAKISTAN AND MUNICH Olympic champions
Germany will meet in the finals of the fifth
Hockey World Cup.In the semi-finals, Pakistan
defeated Netherlands4-2 while Germany beat
Australia 11-8 in the tiebreaker.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“As the Afghan Taliban regime tries to win international recognition, it must
confront one plain truth: is it willing to take firm action against foreign
terrorist groups based in Afghanistan working actively against neighbouring

states?”

—DAWN, PAKISTAN

The Eurasian turmoil

Current crises in Belarus, Ukraine, the Caucasus, and Kazakhstan are reshaping the geopolitics of the region.
Russia, with its geographic spread across Eurasia, is at the very centre of that restructuring

By C RAjJA MOHAN

THE UNEXPECTED VIOLENT protests in
Kazakhstan and the crackdown that fol-
lowed last week, which saw more than 160
deaths and 6,000 arrests, are part of a larger
turmoil that has enveloped Eurasia that runs
across the great steppe from Central Europe
to Manchuria.

Each of the current crises in Belarus,
Ukraine, the Caucasus, and Kazakhstan might
have a specific logic and trajectory of its own,
but together they are reshaping the geopoli-
tics of Eurasia. Russia, with its geographic
spread across Eurasia, is at the very centre of
that restructuring. Moscow’s military inter-
vention in Kazakhstan and its negotiations
with the US this week on European security
underline the Russian centrality in Eurasia. Five
broad themes stand outin the potential for re-
arrangement of Eurasia— the bumpy internal
political evolution of Eurasian states, the weak-
nesses of economic globalisation, the limita-
tions of regional institutions, the constraints
on powers to shape the post-Russian space,
and Russia’s shifting great power relations.

First, the idea that the post-communist
states have settled into a stable and sustain-
able political path has beenincreasingly tested
inrecentyears. The collapse of the Soviet Union
in 1991 marked the failure of the grand project
for the socialist modernisation of the Eurasian
landmass, opening the door for new political
modelsin the region. In Central Europe and the
Baltic states, the transition to liberal democ-
racy appeared quick while many of the former
Soviet Republics drifted into rule by strong
men. Both models are coming under some
stress. “Democratic backsliding” in Hungary
and Poland is a major concern for the West as
the governments in Budapest and Warsaw
challenge the presumed norms of the
European Union.

In Kazakhstan, the anger of the protestors
was directed against the autocratic rule of
Nursultan Nazarbayev, who has led the coun-
try since the breakup of the Soviet Union. He
formally stepped downin 2019 but has sought
toretain control. In Belarus, mass protests last
year challenged President Alexander
Lukashenko, who has ruled the nation since
1994; he has survived with Kremlin’s support.

If the Western project of promoting
democracy in the post-Soviet space has run
into multiple problems, the Islamist agenda
for the transformation of Central Asiamay have
agreat fillip with the triumphant return of the
Taliban in Afghanistan. Meanwhile, religion
has returned with some force in Europe as well
— orthodox Christianity in Russia and the
Roman Catholic churchin central Europe exer-
cise considerable political influence.

Second, although much of Central Asiaem-
braced economic globalisation, it has failed to
prevent massive economic inequality and curb
the kleptocraticelites. For a country with large
natural resources, especially hydrocarbons,
and a small population of 19 million,
Kazakhstan could have easily ensured an equi-
table society. But Nazarbayev chose otherwise,
and the consequences are now playing out.
The problem is not exclusive to Kazakhstan or
Nazarbayev. Autocracies inevitably breed cor-
ruption and erode the capacity for self-correc-
tion that is so critical for any society.

Third, the hope that regional institutions

would contribute to the stability of the post-
communist states has notbeen fully met. Two
decades after former communist states joined
the EU — the world’s most successful regional
institution — the eastern and western halves
of Europe continue tolook vastly different and
are ill at ease with each other. Although the
post-communist states embraced the EU
wholeheartedly, several issues today — relat-
ing to rule of law, migration, refugees, energy,
and geopolitics —divide the two halves. There
is deep resentment in the eastern half about
the domination of the western half on EU pol-
icymaking. While the West European leaders
talk of European “strategic autonomy” from
the US and China, many in east and central
Europe speak of claiming greater autonomy, if
not national sovereignty, from Brussels.

The struggle to develop credible regional
institutions has been harder in the former
Soviet space. Moscow has launched the
Eurasian Economic Union and the Collective
Security Treaty Organisation to reestablish its
primacy in Eurasia, but it is some distance away
from making these into credible institutions.
Moscow has also joined Beijing in setting up
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation that
was to jointly stabilise the Central Asian region.

Many former members of the Soviet Union
value their newfound sovereignty and are not
ready to hand it back to Moscow. It is for that
reason most countries have sought to pursue
variants of what Nazarbayev called “multi-vec-
tor diplomacy” — engaging all major powers
to strengthen their strategic autonomy. At the
same time, geography, history, and institu-
tionalinertia continue to bind them to Russia.
When the crisis erupted in Kazakhstan, Almaty
inevitably turned to Moscow for help. But the
tension between dependence on Russia for se-
curity and the political aspiration for auton-
omy is an enduring one.

That brings us to the fourth theme — the
constraints on the ambitions of other powers
to shape the post-Soviet space. Two great
forces that have risen since the dissolution of
the Soviet Union — the EU and China — have
been unable to shape the political and security
dynamicin Eurasia.

Despite their massive economic power,

Despite their massive
economic power, Brussels
and Beijing have not been
able to lead in the resolution
of the regional crises next
door — Europe in Ukraine
and China in Kazakhstan
and Afghanistan. In
Ukraine, Moscow prefers to
negotiate with Washington
rather than Brussels. In
Kazakhstan, Russia has
shown it remains the main
security provider despite the
considerable economic
salience of China.

CR Sasikumar

Brussels and Beijing have not been able to lead
in the resolution of the regional crises next door
— Europe in Ukraine and China in Kazakhstan
and Afghanistan. In Ukraine, Moscow prefers
to negotiate with Washington rather than
Brussels. In Kazakhstan, Russia has shown it
remains the main security provider despite the
considerable economic salience of China.
Several other powers, including Turkey, Saudi
Arabia, Iran, Pakistan, India, Korea, and Japan
have sought to develop some influence in
Central Asia. They all bring some unique ad-
vantages, but none of them has been able to
transcend their multiple limitations.

Thatbrings us to Russia’s great power rela-
tions that have complicated Moscow’s capac-
ity to reinforce Russia’s natural primacy in
Eurasia. The rapid deterioration of Russia’s re-
lations with the West in recent years can’t be
compensated by Moscow’s growing political
warmth and economicdepthinrelations with
Beijing. This week’s talks on European security
between Russia and the West signal a fresh at-
tempt at finding common ground.

Although pessimism pervades the outlook
for the talks, the Eurasian turmoil presents new
imperatives for both sides. The West can con-
tinue to challenge Moscow’s efforts toreclaim
regional primacy, but it is not in a position to
secure Russia’s Eurasian periphery against the
Kremlin. Cutting Russia some political slackin
Eurasia might help the West to stabilise Europe
and focus on multiple other challenges, includ-
ing those from an increasingly assertive China.

Although Russia is the weightiest actor in
Eurasia, it can’t simply reconstitute the former
Soviet space unilaterally. An accommodation
on European security with the West — cover-
ingsuchareas as Ukraine’sindependence and
neutrality, the de-escalation of the military
confrontation in the heart of Europe through
arms control, and the development of a coop-
erative agenda on global security —would sig-
nificantly improve Moscow’s chances of lead-
ing a new Eurasian geopolitical order.

Thewriter is Visiting Research Professor at

the Institute of South Asian Studies, National
University of Singapore, and contributing
editor on foreign affairs for The Indian Express

After the assault

Doctors must give emergency medical care, including abortion, to victims of rape

VRINDA SHUKLA

A 13-year-old girl was 12 weeks pregnant
when it was found that her 16-year-old
brother had been raping her for months and
had silenced her with threats and blackmail.

During the registration of the First
Information Report (FIR), the doctor on duty,
at the time of medical examination, made
no mention to the victim of the option of ter-
minating the pregnancy. She quietly
recorded “pregnancy” in the relevant
medico-legal documents. The police team,
handling the case, attempted to convince the
victim and her family to opt for medical ter-
mination of pregnancy (MTP). They were
made to understand, with persistent coun-
selling, about the potential birth defects in
the child-to-be-born because of the incestu-
ous abuse. With the parents and the trauma-
tised victim convinced, it was, shockingly
enough, the attending doctor who proved to
be the major challenge. Working at an over-
stretched public health facility, she believed
that her duty ended with the medical exam-
ination, a mandatory component of medico-
legal cases. She perceived the abortion pro-
cedure as an additional burden thrust on her.
Having made the victim visit the hospital a
few times, she finally casually pronounced
the victim “too weak” for an abortion. She
appeared unconcerned as to how this “too

weak” victim would survive pregnancy and
childbirth.

There are thousands of such minors from
low-income low-literacy backgrounds, who
become victims of sexual assault at the hands
of family and acquaintances. Pregnancies re-
sulting from such violation remain unde-
tected for long, either due to ignorance of the
victims or due to fear of the perpetrators and
their own families. There is, thus, an inevitable
delay in reaching the health facilities. Medical
termination is legally permissible up to 20
weeks of pregnancy. This limit was recently
revised to 24 weeks for victims of sexual as-
sault, rape, incest and minors, subject to the
approval of a state-level medical board. The
permission to abort beyond this duration is
provided by the courts.

The Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 and Section 357C
of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) re-
quire all registered medical practitioners,
both publicand private, to render emergency
medical care to the children and women
who have been subjected to rape, including
access to abortion. The statute, however, is
weakened due to the persistent refusal of the
authorities concerned to treat MTP as a mat-
ter of right and to accord it due urgency and
promptness. Doctors often avoid taking a de-

cision on the matter until 20 weeks are over,
compelling victims to knock at the doors of
the courts. The subject being a medical one
rather than legal, is then referred by the
courts to a medical board. The boards can
take weeks to review the case and give their
decisions while the pregnancy clock ticks on.
The boards often lack experts to advise on
third trimester abortions. They rarely include
mental health experts to assess the trauma of
sexual violation, unwanted pregnancy and
the lifelong psycho-social impacts of deliv-
ering such children. There is also a tendency
to gloss over the increased medical risks in
minor girls of carrying a pregnancy and of
obstructed labour.

It is time it was made mandatory for the
doctor conducting the first medico-legal ex-
amination, to educate the rape victim and
her family about the option of MTP. The doc-
tor must record compliance with this re-
quirement, in writing, in the medical exam-
ination form itself and a column must be
earmarked in the form for this purpose. A fol-
low-up date for assessment of the case, upon
receiving written concurrence from the vic-
tim or her guardian, could also be recorded
on the medical form. Such entries made on
the permanent police and court record of the
case would place accountability on the at-

tending doctor. Permanent medical boards
could be constituted at state level, consist-
ing of expert obstetricians, representatives
from NGOs/civil society, and mental health
specialists for a thorough timebound assess-
ment of MTP petitions made by rape victims.

In cases where the crime is reported to
the police within 72 hours of the occurrence
of rape, the examining doctor must manda-
torily offer the victim the emergency contra-
ceptive (EC) pill to prevent pregnancy, and
compliance, to this effect, must also be
recorded in the medical form. At present,
many emergency care facilities fail to even
inform the victims that such a remedy is
available. Lastly, doctors must be sensitised
on the long-term psycho-social impacts of
an unwanted pregnancy following rape.
They should also be trained in WHO-recom-
mended international best practices for pro-
viding abortion care, including in advanced
pregnancies.

Overburdened public systems must not
trivialise the trauma of a sexual violation. To
compel asurvivor of such brutalisation to nur-
ture a life borne out of it adds insult to injury.

The writer is an IPS officer serving as DCP
Crimes against Women & Children in Noida,
UP. Views are personal

A crowded
field of defectors

The silent voter may hold key to Goa
verdict as parties battle defections and dissent

party has been showcasing the “Delhi”
model of education and electricity and
promising to clamp down on corruption.
The latest kid on the block, Revolutionary
Goans (RG), too has entered the fray un-
der the banner of Goa Su-Raj Party, with
the objective of “ending the slavery of

RAHUL TRIPATHI

Goans to people from other states” — an
apparent reference to the large number

WITH THE ANNOUNCEMENT of assembly
elections, political analysts in Goa are run-
ning for cover. At a time when they would
have been most sought after by the media
to share their wisdom on party arithmetic
and prospects, they are waiting for the slog
overs to begin. Goa has always been known
for political defections, with individual
politicians holding more influence than
parties and elected MLAs often violating
the party line. The “aaya Ram, gaya Ram”
phenomenon, in the words of Justice
(Retd.) Ferdino Rebello, is witnessing a
resurgence in Goa and keeping poll pun-
dits quiet for the moment.

What is different this time? The pace
and intensity of the switching of loyalties
across political parties and opposition
within parties to the defections have com-
plicated the political carnival that is un-
folding. Consider the following. The
Trinamool Congress (TMC) paratroops
into the state and its volunteers spread
across the 40 constituencies looking for
“influencers”. The party ropes in Luizinho
Faleiro, a former Congress chief minister
and general secretary in charge of the
Northeast states, and gets him elected to
the Rajya Sabha. The TMC also occupies
the advertisement space in local newspa-
pers and on hoardings across Goa indicat-
ing that it is flush with funds. The party
also manages to rope in an unlikely ally in
the Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party. A
day before the announcement of polls, the
TMC says it is open to allying with the
Congress to defeat the BJP.

The ruling BJP, basking in the comfort
of a fragmented opposition, is suddenly
jolted by allegations of corruption in the
government by its own ministers.
“Babush” Atanasio Monserrate, known as
the kingmaker in Goa’s politics and part
of the pack of 10 Congress MLAs who
switched to the BJP in 2019, makes accu-
sations of corruption against the PWD
minister in job recruitments and seeks
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant’s inter-
vention. There is disquiet in the party fol-
lowing the induction of MLAs who had
earlier been bitter critics of the govern-
ment, leading to block karyakartas
threatening to revolt and putting up their
own candidates. Meanwhile, a BJP cabi-
net minister, Michael Lobo, has quit to
join the Congress.

The Aam Aadmi Party would be try-
ing its luck again in Goa after failing to
open its account in the 2017 elections.
With little to show on the ground, the

of outsiders who occupy the economic
space in Goa. While the RG does strike a
chord with the youth because of its cam-
paign that “outsiders” are taking away
Goans’ business and jobs, it needs to re-
flect more on why this is happening to
make a difference to Goa’s politics.

That leaves the Congress, the party
that won the highest number of seats in
the 2017 assembly elections. It has been
spectacularly consistent in its downslide
ever since. With two resignations in 2017,
10 defections in 2019 and three resigna-
tions in 2021, the Congress Legislative
Party now comprises just two MLAs. The
Congress’s decline is also an important
case study in how political leadership, ide-
ology and communication, when mis-
managed, can lead to the destruction of a
political party. With the Nationalist
Congress Party, which used to be an ally,
set to tie-up with the TMC, the Goa
Forward Party (GFP) appears to be the
only ally left for the Congress to rope in,
unless it takes up the TMC's offer.

The above scenario reminds observers
of the turbulent 1990s when Goa saw a se-
ries of unstable governments, with fre-
quent defections of MLAs causing govern-
ments to fall. The justification offered now
is that defections “stabilise governments”.
The standard argument by an opposition
MLA defecting to the ruling party is that it
isdone in the “interest of the constituency
and the people”. The corollary of this argu-
ment is that an opposition MLA cannot
work for the development of his/her con-
stituency because he is not with the ruling
party. “Party loyalty, party politics and party
ideology are more for political science text-
books so long as political moolah keeps
coming,” according to an eminent Goan po-
litical commentator. [s the voter really
bothered about which party his leader be-
longs to so long as his work gets done, im-
plying amore transactional nature of Goa’s
politics, asks another. The fact is, in a small
constituency, a small number of votes is
enough to swing the verdict, whichin turn
allows an individual leader to exercise
more influence in the constituency than
his party.

In the midst of this uncertainty, the
silent voter holds the key to the poll out-
come. In the stories of Damodar Mauzo,
the eminent Konkani author, a common
Goan often introspects and reflects with
reason and compassion. Perhaps, he or
she would do the same at the time of vote.

The writer teaches political science at
Goa University. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ARREST THE SLIDE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The
Haridwar challenge’ (IE, January 8).
Hate speech against any religion can
serve only to debilitate the public or-
der and social peace. The coronation
of those vying to disturb communal
harmony in the country by certain
heretical cynics is a bellwether of a
harrowing trend on India’s socio-po-
litical stage. It’s only a matter of time
before it starts meeting up with retal-
iation of an equally appalling measure
from the pugnacious groups on the
other side of the spectrum. To this ef-
fect, the reticence by the high ranking
officials and the holders of the consti-
tutional offices is untenable. A wel-
come step would be for the legislature
to enact a dedicated, comprehensive
and well-nuanced law to stymie hate
speeches, rather than relying upon the
current inadequate and sporadic pro-
visions inserted here and there. Also,
at the grassroots level, lessons in com-
munal harmony and concord should
be made an integral part of the school
curricula to ingratiate our children
with the values of compassion, broth-
erhood and fraternity.

Vinay Saroha, via email

POLL TEST

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Political
surge’ ( IE, January 10). The Election
Commission’s ban on physical rallies
by political parties in the five poll-
bound states will test many hypothe-
ses of commentators. First, which par-
ties have the wherewithal and are
better prepared for the virtual and
digital campaigns, and could this be a
surrogate if not a substitute for con-
ventional meetings. A leader’s lack of
proficiency in speaking the local lan-
guage could be mitigated in the digi-

tal forum. There is a flip side to the
theory of “double-engine growth”,
when the state and central govern-
ment are run by the same party. First,
regional parties could denote this as a
de facto admission of discrimination
by the Modi government. Second,
they could highlight the poor health
indicators revealed in the FHS-4 and
FHS-5, and NITI Aayog reports, partic-
ularly for UP. The omission of refer-
ence to communists in the editorial
despite their presence in the farmers’
agitations is rather conspicuous.

LR Murmu. Delhi

NO DIFFERENT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Views
about Mayawati and what they tell
us’ (IE, January 9). While the com-
ments and observations of high-caste
feminists about Mayawati’s working
style may be biased and even depict
their casteist slant, her conduct and
dealings whether in or out of power
were not different from her oppo-
nents. She refused to play it straight.
Despite this, the writer is a bit hyper-
bolic about Mayawati’s contribution
to the Dalit cause in the country.
Though she is not different from
other Dalit leaders in any respect, he
tries to project her as so. For exam-
ple, she is a monopolist. This is evi-
dent from her reluctance to fight
elections in alliance with other Dalit
parties. Mayawati is also yet to prove
that she does not believe in caste pol-
itics. But what is very unusual about
her ploy is that Brahmins not only oc-
cupy high positions in the party but
also represent it in Parliament.
Surely, she seems to continue with
this practice only to show her
“generosity”.

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

New Delhi
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Bob Saget

USA

Bob Saget, TV
dad & comedian,
founddeadin

his hotel room

BOB SAGET, an actor and
comedian best known as
the jovial dad on the tele-
vision sitcom Full House,
was found dead in a hotel
room in Orlando, Florida,
atage 65, authorities and
his family said on Sunday.
The cause of Saget’s death
was unclear. Emergency
responders found the ac-
tor unresponsive on
Sunday afternoon in a
room at the Ritz-Carlton
in Orlando and pro-
nounced him dead at the
scene, the Orange County
Sheriff's Office said.
Detectives found no signs
of foul play or drug use,
the department said.
Saget had just started a
comedy tour and per-
formed near Jacksonville,
Florida, on Saturday
night. REUTERS

NEPAL
Formerking: No
political system
relevant if

people suffer

GYANENDRA SHAH, for-
mer king of Nepal, said
that calling any political
system a republic or a
democracy meant noth-
ing if people continued to
suffer and the nation's
unity was in “peril”.In a
message on the eve of the
300thbirth anniversary of
the warrior king Prithvi
Narayan Shah, who
founded modern Nepal,
Gyanendra Shah said: “Let
us keep our national unity
intact and take the coun-
try towards progress.” He
said the happiness of the
people should be the ob-
jective of “a system that
we can call democracy”.

YUBARAJGHIMIRE

KAZAKHSTAN
Nearly 8,000
detained

amid unrest

AUTHORITIES IN
Kazakhstan said Monday
that nearly 8,000 people
were detained by police
during protests that de-
scended into violence last
week and marked the
worst unrest the former
Soviet nation has faced
since gaining independ-
ence 30 years ago.
President Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev described the
events of last week as a
“terrorist aggression”
against the country and
said reports of authorities
fighting peaceful demon-
strators were not true. AP

BACKLASH AFTER NEW VACCINE REQUIREMENTS

Major protests as Europe

tightens Covid restrictions

THENEW YORKTIMES
JANUARY 10

CITIES ACROSS Germany braced
for major protests against coron-
avirus restrictions on Monday,
and a tough new vaccine re-
quirement came into force in
Italy as governments across
Europe continued to tighten
their rules in a struggle to con-
tain the Omicron variant.

The developments in two na-
tions where cases are rising fast
— up 91 per cent over the past
two weeks in Germany, and
more than 300 per cent over the
same period in Italy — encapsu-
late the tensions in European
countries where leaders are dou-
bling down on Covid vaccina-
tions and boosters, beginning to
make them all but mandatory.

More than 69 per cent of peo-
ple in the European Union have
been fully vaccinated, according
to official data, and the numbers
are higher in the western part of
the bloc, where Italy has vacci-
nated 75 per cent and Germany

Protesters in Magdeburg,
Germany, on Sunday. Reuters

72 per cent. With studies show-
ing that the vaccines provide pro-
tection against severe illness and
death from Omicron and other
variants, governments increas-
ingly see those who remain un-
vaccinated as an obstacle to
avoiding more painful measures,
such as reverting to lockdowns.
The challenge was expressed
in harsh language last week by
President Emmanuel Macron of
France, who said in a newspaper
interview that he wanted to “piss
off” the millions of his compatri-
ots who have declined the shots
by barring them from public

spaces. On Saturday, thousands
of protesters took to the streets
in opposition to a government
proposal that would effectively
ban unvaccinated people from
public areas.

Vaccine sceptics also came
out in big numbers in Vienna,
where Covid shots will be
mandatory for the entire adult
population starting next month.

In Germany, where a strident
anti-vaccination movement has
ties to the far right, social restric-
tions and rules that shut the un-
vaccinated out of much of public
life have prompted large protests
onMondays,aday thatholds spe-
cial resonance since weekly
demonstration walks helped bring
down the Berlin Wall in 1989.

In Italy, where opposition to
vaccinesis less fierce, a rule goes
into effect Monday that requires
all public and private sector em-
ployees age 50 and older to be
vaccinated or be able to show
that they have recovered from
the disease. The Omicron variant
has fuelled a doubling of the case
rate over the past week.
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UGANDA’S SCHOOLS REOPEN: Children back in class at Kitante Primary School in Kampala,
Uganda, on Monday. Uganda's schools reopened to students on Monday, ending the world's
longest school disruption due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The country’s schools have been
fully or partially shut for more than 83 weeks, according to figures from the UN. NYT

MYANMAR

Suu Kyi sentenced to 4
more years in prison

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BANGKOK, JANUARY 10

ACOURT in Myanmar sentenced
ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi
to four more years in prison on
Monday after finding her guilty
of illegally importing and pos-
sessing walkie-talkies and vio-
lating coronavirus restrictions, a
legal official said.

Suu Kyi was convicted last
month on two other charges and
given a four-year prison sen-
tence, which was then halved by
the head of the military-installed
government.

The cases are among about a
dozen brought against the 76-
year-old Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate since the army seized
power last February, ousting her
elected government and arrest-
ing top members of her National
League for Democracy party.

Aung San Suu Kyi

If found guilty of all the
charges, she could be sentenced
tomore than 100 years in prison.

Suu Kyi's supporters and in-
dependent analysts say the
charges against her are contrived
to legitimise the military’s
seizure of power and prevent her
from returning to politics.

Monday’s verdict in the court
inthe capital, Naypyitaw, was con-
veyed by a legal official who in-
sisted onanonymity for fear of be-
ing punished by the authorities,
who have restricted the release of
information about Suu Kyi's trials.

Minorities in
India being
targeted: Imran

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, JANUARY 10

PAKISTAN PRIME Minister Imran
Khan on Monday alleged that
minorities in India were being
targeted by extremist groups
and warned that it “is a real and
present threat” to regional peace.

Khan took to Twitter to make
the allegations in the wake of al-
leged inflammatory and provoca-
tive speeches against Muslims at
an event in Haridwar in
Uttarakhand held in December.

On his Twitter handle, Khan
also asked whether the BJP gov-
ernment supports the call for vio-
lence towards minorities.

“It is high time international
community took noteand acted,”
he tweeted. In another tweet,
Khanaccused the BJP-led govern-
ment of targeting minorities,
adding that the extremist agenda
“is a real and present threat to
peace in our region”. PTI

UK puts private
health firms on
high alert as
Omicron variant
threatens NHS

GUY FAULCONBRIDGE
&ALISTAIRSMOUT
LONDON, JANUARY 10

BRITAIN ON Monday put the
biggest private health compa-
nies on high alert to deliver cru-
cial treatments such as cancer
surgery should Omicron over-
whelm National Health Service
hospitals in England.

The United Kingdom’s death
toll from the Covid-19 pandemic
stands at 150,154, the world’s
seventh worst official Covid toll
after the United States, Brazil,
India, Russia, Mexico and Peru.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has bet on refraining
from lockdowns to deal with the
Omicron variant which in recent
weeks has swept across the
United Kingdom, albeit with
death rates significantly lower
than previous waves.

Inasign of just how stretched
the National Health Service could
become, Health Secretary Sajid
Javid ordered England’s NHS to
strike a 3-month deal with pri-
vate health companies to allow
patients to get treatments such
as cancer surgery outside.

“Millions of patients have al-
ready got their tests and treatment
quicker thanks to our existing deal
withindependent providers,” said
David Sloman, NHS England chief
operating officer and Covid inci-
dentdirector. “It also places inde-
pendent health providers on
standby to provide further help,”
Sloman said.

There is still pressure on
British hospitals and the country
is not yet in a position to say it
can live with Covid-19, Housing
Secretary Michael Gove said on
Monday. REUTERS

MEANWHILE

TRAIN HITS CRASHED PLANE; PILOT SAFE

Police in Los Angeles, California, pulled out the pilot from a crash-landed Cessna seconds
before the aircraft was hit by a train on Sunday, sending debris flying in all directions. The
plane had crashed onto the railway tracks shortly after takeoff. The pilot was treated for

bruises and is in a stable condition. No one on the train was injured, local media reported.

US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman and her
Russian counterpart, Sergei Ryabkov, at the US Mission in
Geneva on Monday. Reuters

US, Russia diplomats
meet in effort to
avert war in Ukraine

ANTON TROIANOVSKI
& STEVEN ERLANGER
GENEVA, JANUARY 10

WITH RUSSIAN troops massing
along Ukraine’s borders,
American and Russian diplo-
mats made clear after anintense
round of negotiations on
Monday that while the two sides
would keep talking, they remain
far from agreement on meeting
each other’s security concerns.

Russian officials said they told
their American counterparts they
had no plans toinvade Ukraine,in
aseries of talks that lasted nearly
eighthours. “Thereisnoreasonto
fear some kind of escalatory sce-
nario,” Sergei Ryabkov, a Russian
deputy foreign minister, told re-
porters after the meeting.

“The talks were difficult, long,
very professional, deep, con-
crete, without attempts to gloss
over some sharp edges,”
Ryabkov said. “We had the feel-
ing that the American side took
the Russian proposals very seri-
ously and studied them deeply.”

Wendy Sherman, the lead
American diplomat, said the US
was “pushing back on security
proposals that are simply non-
starters for the United States,” in-
cluding Russia’s demands that
Ukraine not be admitted into
NATO, and that thealliance end its
security cooperation with Ukraine.

“We will not allow anyone to
slam closed NATO’s open door
policy, which has always been
central to the NATO alliance,”
Sherman said on a conference
call with reporters. “We will not

a

= USraises

> the stakes
= @ forRussia
JUST BEFORE the talks started,

US officials made it clear what
punishment Russia would
face in the event of an inva-
sion of Ukraine. The unusual
move is seen as a ploy to raise
the stakes for Moscow ahead
of the talks for which Russian
President Vladimir Putin had
made a number of demands
the US sees as nonstarters.
The potential punishments
include cutting off Russia’s fi-
nancial institutions from
global transactions, imposing
an embargo on US-made tech
needed for defence and con-
sumer industries, and arming
insurgents in Ukraine.

forgo bilateral cooperation with
sovereign states that wish to
work with the United States. And
we will not make decisions
about Ukraine without Ukraine,
about Europe without Europe, or
about NATO without NATO.”

Both sides tamped down any
expectations for a diplomatic
breakthrough.

“Today was a discussion, a
better understanding of each
otherand each other’s priorities,”
Sherman said. “It was not what
we would call a negotiation.”

The tone of the talks “makes
one more optimistic,” Ryabkov
said, “but the main questions are
still up in the air.” NYT

19 killed, including 9 children, in

fire at New York City high-rise

DAVID PORTER, BOBBY
CAINACALVAN &
MICHELLEL. PRICE
NEW YORK, JANUARY 10

DOCTORS WORKED Monday to
save the lives of several people
gravely injured when smoke
froma fire knocked them out or
trapped them in their apart-
ments in a New York City high-
rise building. Nineteen people,
including nine children, died in
the blaze.

Dozens of people were hospi-
talized,and asmany as 13 werein
critical condition after Sunday’s
firein the Bronx, already the city’s
deadliest in three decades.

Investigators determined that
a malfunctioning electric space
heater, plugged in to give extra
heat on a cold morning, started
the fire in the 19-storey building.

The flames damaged only a
small part of the building, but
smoke escaped through the

Golden Globes event takes place without stars
or cameras; winners announced on social media

KYLE BUCHANAN
JANUARY 10

WHAT DO the Golden Globes do
after ayear of scandals so severe
that NBCdropped the broadcast?
They tweet through it.
OnSunday night, members of
the embattled Hollywood Foreign
Press Association announced the
winners of this year’s Golden
Globes, but they read those names
toaballroom at the Beverly Hilton
devoid of stars, then posted the re-
sultsto Twitter inreal time. Those
tweets — strewn with emojis and
bad punsand oftenlacking key in-
formation about what movie any-

2022 GOLDEN GLOBES: KEY WINNERS

BEST MOVIE, DRAMA

The Power of the Dog

BEST MUSICAL OR COMEDY
West Side Story

BEST DIRECTOR, MOVIE
Jane Campion, The Power of
the Dog

BEST ACTRESS, DRAMA
Nicole Kidman, Being the
Ricardos

BEST ACTOR, DRAMA

Will Smith, King Richard
BEST SCREENPLAY
Kenneth Branagh, Belfast

BEST TV SERIES, DRAMA
Succession

BEST TV SERIES, MUSICAL
OR COMEDY

Hacks

BEST LIMITED SERIES,
ANTHOLOGY SERIES OR
TVMOVIE

The Underground Railroad
BEST ACTRESS, TV DRAMA
Michaela Jaé Rodriguez,
Pose

BEST ACTOR, TVDRAMA
Jeremy Strong, Succession

body was winning for — came in
for more ridicule on social media.
It’s a stunning downgrade for
what used tobe one of the glitziest
awards shows in Hollywood. But
after investigations by The Los
Angeles Times and The New York
Times revealed a series of ethical
lapses within HFPA and a mem-
bership devoid of Black voters,
Hollywood's major publicity firms
cut off the show’s access to stars.
That means Sunday’s cere-
mony lacked in-person presence
from winners such as Will Smith
(KingRichard)and Nicole Kidman
(Beingthe Ricardos), who took the
lead-acting drama trophies, or
their counterparts in

musical/comedy categories,
Andrew Garfield from Tick, Tick...
Boom! and Rachel Zegler of West
Side Story.

Since the scandals came to
light, the HFPA has since an-
nounced a new slate of rules and
admitted 21 new members, in-
cluding journalists of colour. Still,
it remains to be seen if
Hollywood will even acknowl-
edge Sunday’s ceremony, or
whether the stars who won will
pretend that nothing happened.

If that cold shoulder contin-
ues, the Golden Globes may be-
come the first awards show toit-
self be the victim of a major
snub. NYT

Emergency personnel near the site of the fire in the
apartment complex in New York on Monday. AP

apartment’s open door and
turned stairwells — the only
method of flightin a building too
tall for fire escapes — into dark,
ash-choked horrors.

Some people could not es-
cape because of the volume of
smoke, said Fire Commissioner
Daniel Nigro. Others became in-
capacitated as they tried to get
out. Firefighters found victims on
every floor, many in cardiac and

respiratory arrest, said Nigro.
Limp children were seen be-
ing given oxygen after they were
carried out. Some who fled had
faces covered in soot.
Firefighters continued mak-
ing rescues even after their air
supplies ran out, Mayor Eric
Adams said. “Their oxygen tanks
were empty and they still
pushed through the smoke,”
Adams said. AP

Israel ex-PMs face off in
court in defamation case

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JERUSALEM, JANUARY 10

FORMER ISRAELI Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert on Monday repeated
hisassertion that his successorand
former rival, Benjamin Netanyahu,
exhibited “crazy behaviour” as a
high-profile defamation lawsuit
between the two political heavy-
weights got underway.

The two fallen prime minis-
ters faced off in a largely empty
Tel Aviv courtroom in the open-
ing of Netanyahu'’s defamation
suit against Olmert. Netanyahu
was joined by his wife, Sara, and
oldest son, Yair. Olmert, the only
Israeli prime minister ever to go
to prison, sat alone on a bench,
hislegs crossed, across the room.

Netanyahuis suing Olmert for

New Delhi

remarks he made last year, during
the aftermath of a series of incon-
clusive parliamentary elections.

Inaninterview with anIsraeli
news site last April, Olmert lev-
elled criticism at Netanyahu and
said that “what is irreparable is
the mental illness of the prime
minister, his wife and his son”.

The Netanyahus have sued
Olmert, seeking nearly $270,000
in damages, according to
Hebrew press reports.

During the proceedings,
Olmert defended his remarks on
DemocraTV last year.

“[ followed their actions, |
heard recordings of members of
the family, I consulted with ex-
perts...,” Olmert said. “They de-
tailed to me behaviour that in
common parlance is abnormal
behaviour, crazy behaviour.”

“Third country’
should not
interfere in
China-Sri Lanka
ties: Wang Yi

KJMVARMA
BEIJING, JANUARY 10

CHINESE FOREIGN Minister
Wang Yi, who held talks with Sri
Lanka’s top leadership on Sunday,
has said that no “third country”
should “interfere” in their close
ties, in an apparent reference to
India’s concerns over Beijing’s
big-ticket strategic projectsinthe
island nation in the Indian Ocean.

Wang, who travelled to
Colombo during the weekend
from the Maldives on a two-day
visit, in his meeting with Sri
Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa said that the friendly
relationship between China and
Sri Lanka benefits the develop-
ment of both countries and
serves the fundamental interest
of both peoples, state-run
Xinhua news agency reported.

“It does not target any third
party and should not be interfered
with by any third party,” Xinhua
quoted Wang as saying, ina thinly
veiled reference to India.

China s seeking to deepen its
ties with Sri Lanka making billions
of dollars of investments in ports
and infrastructure projects amid
criticism that they are debt traps.

China’s takeover of the
Hambantota port on a 99 years’
lease for $1.2 billion debt swap
drew international concerns
over Beijing acquiring strategic
assets far away from home by
providing heavy loans and in-
vestment to smaller nations.

The Hambantota port to-
gether with Colombo port city
project where China is building
a new city with reclaimed land
in the sea were viewed with
concern, especially in India as
Beijing seeks toincrease its pres-
ence in the Indian Ocean.  PTI

China’s Foreign Minister
WangYi

Former Xinjiang
official takes
charge of Hong
Kong garrison

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIJING, JANUARY 10

CHINA'’S MILITARY said the for-
mer head of internal security in
the Xinjiang region will lead the
People’s Liberation Army’s gar-
rison in Hong Kong, in the latest
of a series of moves aimed at
bringing the semiautonomous
city under Beijing’s tight control.

A brief report on the
Defence Ministry’s website
Monday said Major General
Peng Jingtang’s appointment
had been signed by president,
Communist Party leader and
PLA commander Xi Jinping.

It said Peng had pledged to
“perform defence duties in ac-
cordance with the law, resolutely
defend national sovereignty, se-
curity and development inter-
ests, and firmly safeguard Hong
Kong's long-term prosperity and
stability.”

Peng met Monday morning
with Hong Kong’s Chief
Executive Carrie Lam, who told
him her government would
work with the garrison to “jointly
safeguard the sovereignty, secu-
rity and development interests of
the nation and help maintain the
long-term prosperity and stabil-
ity of Hong Kong,” according toa
government news release.

The move follows China’s
stamping out of political oppo-
sition and curtailing free speech
in the city, a former British
colony that was promised it
would keep its civil liberties and
independent legal system intact
for 50 years following the han-
dover to Chinese control in 1997.

China imposed a National
Security Law on Hong Kong fol-
lowing anti-government protests
in2019, resulting in the imprison-
ment, intimidation and exile of
opposition voices. Independent
media outlets have been raided
and forced into closure through
seizure of assets or threats.
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SECTOR WATCH
INTERNATIONAL TRADE

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

CHINA'SSTATUS asa ‘develop-
ing country’ at the World
Trade Organization(WTO)has
become a contentious issue
with a number of countries
raising concerns over the up-
per middle-income nationde-
riving benefits reserved for de-
veloping countries under
WTO norms. Moreover, con-
cerns have been raised over
the ‘least developed country’
(LDC) status, with
Bangladesh poten-
tially losing this tag
after surpassing
India in terms of
GDP per capita.

EXPLAINED

Whatare the
benefits of ‘developing
country’ tag?

Certain WTO agreements
give developing countries spe-
cialrights through ‘special and
differential treatment’ (S&DT)
provisions, which can grant
developing countries longer
timeframes toimplement the
agreements and even com-
mitments to raise trading op-
portunities for such countries.

WTO pacts are often
aimed atreductioningovern-
ment supportto certainindus-
tries over time and set more
lenient target for developing
nations and grant them more
time to achieve these targets
compared to developed ones.

The classification also al-
lows other countries to offer
preferential treatment.

Howisa ‘developing
country’ decided and why
are some against China
being classified as one?

The WTO has not defined
‘developed’ and ‘developing’
countries and therefore mem-
ber countries are free to an-
nounce whether they are ‘de-
veloped' or ‘developing’.

However, given the rise in
China’s per capita income to
become an upper middle-in-
come country according tothe
World Bank and the country’s
alleged use of unfair trade
practices such as preferential
treatment for state enter-
prises, datarestrictions and in-
adequate enforcement of in-
tellectual property rights, a
number of nations have called
onChinatoeitherrefrain from
seeking benefits available to
developing countries or forego
its classification as a develop-
ing country altogether.

“One way for China to
show leadership would be by

At WTO, Chinaa
‘developing’ country:
Why many nations
are raising concerns

WTO member
nations are free totag
if they are ‘developed’
or ‘developing’

refraining from claiming ben-
efits that would correspond to
adeveloping country inongo-
ing negotiations,” the
European Union said in a
statement on the latest review
of China’s Trade Policy con-
ducted in October 2021. The
United States Trade
Representative also
released a similar
statement.
Australia too
had recommended
o that China relin-
quish “its access to
special and differential treat-
ment”. China’s per capita in-
comewas $10,435in2020ac-
cording to the World Bank
while that of India was $1,928.

How has Chinaresponded?
Whatwould be the impact
of China losing this status?

China has consistently
maintained that it is the
“world’s largest developing
economy” but hasrecentlyin-
dicated that it may be willing
to forego many benefits of be-
ing a developing country.

Li Chenggang, China’s
Ambassador to the WTO, has
reportedly said that the coun-
try may forego all exemptions
available to developing coun-
tries in negotiations aimed at
cutting fishing subsidies to
curb overfishing.

Biswajit Dhar, professor of
economics, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, said achange in sta-
tus for China to a “developed
country” would impact nego-
tiations in future agreements.
“In effect China has (like devel-
oped countries) reduced its
tariffs on most products to
quite a significant extent.”

What are the benefits of
LDC classification?

The WTOrecognises LDCs
relying on a classification by
the UN based ona criteria that
is reviewed every three years.
LDCs are often exempted from
certain provisions of WTO
pacts. Bangladesh, currently
classified as an LDC, receives
zeroduty, zeroquota access for
almost all exports to the EU. It
is, however, set to graduate
fromthe LDCstatusin2026 as
its per capita GDP has risen
sharply surpassing that of
IndiainFY21.  Fullreporton

wwwi.indianexpress.com

—— BRIEFLY —

Goldexchange

New Delhi: Sebiissued a fra-
mework for operationalising
the gold exchange, wherein
gold will be traded as elec-
tronic gold receipts (EGRs).

India, SKoreaties

New Delhi: Trade deficit,
market access and non-tar-
iff barriers will figure in the
meet of India and South Kor-
ea trade ministers Tuesday.

Startups’role

New Delhi: At Startup India
Innovation Week, Comme-
rce Minister Piyush Goyal
said startups can play a key
role to socialise and democ-
ratise healthcare availability.

Olapricing

New Delhi: The NCLAT rejec-
ted pleas by Meru and Fast
Track Call Cabagainst Olaal-
leging predatory pricing. PTI

Airbus deliveries

Paris: Airbus remained the
top commercial airplane
supplier in 2021 with 611
deliveries. REUTERS

SURGING CRUDE OIL PRICES WEIGH ON SENTIMENT

Yield hits 2-yr high as RBl mops

up liquidity, UST

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 10

THE BENCHMARK 10-year bond
yield on Monday rose by five basis
points and hit a fresh two-year
high of 6.59 per cent as it tracked
an uptick in US Treasury yields
and global crude oil prices. The ru-
pee strengthened to its highest
level of 74.03 against the dollarin
nearly two months aided by cap-
italinflows.

The US 10-year treasury yield
rose toatwo-year high of 1.808 per
centfollowingamixed jobsreport
and as investors start pricing in
earlier-than-expected rate hikes
by the US Federal Reserve. Crude
prices surged by 5 per cent amidst
supply constraints despite concern
on the spread of Omicron variant.

With Monday'’s rise, highest
since January 2020, the bench-
markbondyield inIndia hasrisen
22 basis points in the last one
month and 71 basis points in the
last one year amid indications that
the RBIis likely to reduce liquidity
in the system to tackle inflation.
Further weighing on market sen-
timent is the RBI's intermittent
OMO sales in the secondary mar-
ket (Rs 15,500 crore since late

10 YR BOND YIELD (%)
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October). The devolvement of the
5-year bond (5.74% GS 2026) fur-
ther confirmed the rising stress.
Meanwhile, the rupee surged
29 paise to close at 74.05 against
the USdollar on Monday amid ro-
bust buying in domestic equities.

reasuries surge

FPIs return, Nifty
crosses 18,000

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY 10

DOMESTIC STOCK markets on
Monday rallied by over one per
centdespite the rising Covid cases
in the country. With foreign in-
vestors backin the ring, the bench-
mark Sensex shot up by 651 points
t060,395.63 and the NSE Nifty in-
dex crossed the 18,000 level to
close with a gain of 191 points at
18,003.30.

All the indices ended in green
with capital goods, realty and
banking remaining the top gain-
ers. The broader markets too par-
ticipated and gained in the range
of 0.8- 1.3 per cent. Markets are
showing tremendous resilience
amid therising Covid cases and the
focuswould now shifttotheearn-
ings season. Besides, key macro
datasuchasIIPand CPIwouldalso
be on investors’ radar. Amid all,
global cues would continue to in-
duce volatility. We're now eyeing

Alltheindices ended in
green with capital goods,
realty and banking
remaining top gainers

18,100+ zone in Nifty. Apart from
banking, participants should focus
on metal, energy and select auto
counters for long positions,” Ajit
Mishra, VP-research, Religare
Broking.

World stocks stumbled again
on Monday while the 10-year
Treasury yield hitatwo-year high
asbets that the US Fed could raise
interestrates as soonas Marchled
investors to pare risky assets.

By 1523 GMT, the Dow had
shed 14 per cent, the S&P500 had
lost 1.80 per cent, and the Nasdaq
Composite had slumped 2.4 per
cent. The pan-European STOXX
600index sagged 1.51 percentand
MSCT's gauge of stocks shed 1.40
per cent, as per a Reuters report.

‘Renewable energy capacity

addition to touch 16 GW in FY23’

India’s renewable energy (RE)

capacity addition is estimated to hit

16 GW in FY23, an ICRA report said ‘i’

RE CAPACITY ADDITIONTO
INCREASE FROM 7.4 GW
REPORTEDINFY2021TO:

12.5GW | 16 GW
inFY22 inFY23

INVESTMENT PROSPECTS
arefurther strengthened by the
commitment toclimatechange
goalsannouncedat therecent
COP26 summit, including:

M Increasing non-fossil power
capacityto500GW

mMeeting 50% of energy
requirement fromrenewable
sourcesby 2030

STRONGRECOVERYIN
CAPACITY ADDITION was
seeninfirsteight months of

Anchor investor exits, Paytm
shares spiral to hit all-time low

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY 10

SHARES OF One 97 Commu-
nications, which owns the Paytm
brand, fell sharply by over 6 per
cent on Monday to hit its all-time
low of Rs 1,151 before closing atRs
1,1579.The shares of the came un-
der pressure following news that
HDFCMutual fund, one of the four
mutual funds that were anchorin-
vestors in its IPO, significantly re-
duced its holding of Paytm across
two schemesin the monthended
December 2021.

Thefall

Paytm fell 6 per cent Monday
and they havelost 13 per centsince
December 31, 2021. While MFs

Omicron dents

demand,

airlines

reduce capacity

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

RISING COVID cases and the con-
sequent fall in air travel demand
has forced airlines to cancel flights
and offer waivers on changes be-
ing made to existing bookings.
Airlines are conducting planned re-
duction of capacity mounted on
domestic routes to prevent last-
minute cancellations.

Airlines reduce capacity
OnSunday, IndiGo announced
the withdrawal of 20 per cent of its
scheduled flights due to reduced
demand. Vistara said it is adjust-
ing capacity in syncwith changing
demand. An Air India official said
some flights on routes with mul-
tiple daily services are being
merged based on the load factor.

Demand for air travel

As per data from Ministry of
Civil Aviation, domestic air passen-
ger numbers have been witness-
ingafall since the past two weeks.

T-3 terminal of Indira
Gandhi International
Airport, New Delhi. Prifile

Waivers
IndiGo has waived change fees
and is offering free changes for all
new and existing bookings made
up to January 31, for flights up to
March 31. A Vistara spokesperson
said: “We are also trying to min-
imise theinconvenience toour cus-
tomers by offering them various
optionssuchasreschedulingorre-
fund etcasapplicable”. GoFirst also
waived off change fee for new tick-
ets booked up till January 31 for
traveltillMarch31.  Fullreport
onwww.indianexpress.com

WHAT HAPPENED

W Paytm’s shares came
under pressure
following news that
HDFC Mutual fund
significantly reduced
its holding of Paytm
across two schemes in
the month-ended
December 2021

held 0.81 per cent in the company
asof November 17,2021, disclosure
of reduction in holding by HDFC
Mutual fund in the company,
weakened sentiment. “When the
fund manager believes the stock
may continue totradelowoverthe
neartomid-term, they booklosses

Auto PLI
scheme
draws 115
applicants

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 10

THE HEAVY Industries Ministry
on Monday said as many as 115
companies, both domestic and
global, have filed applications to
take advantage of the Rs 25,938-
crore production-linked incentive
(PLI) scheme for the automobile
and auto component industries.

While the ministry didn’t re-
veal the names of investors,
sources said Maruti Suzuki, Tata
Motors, Mahindra Group, MG
Motor, Bajaj Auto, Hero Motocorp
and TVS Motor were among the
applicants. Similarly, companies,
including Toyota Auto Parts, Minda
Group and Lumax, have applied
for incentives for component
manufacturing. It wasn’timmedi-
ately known if Tesla Inc had also
sought to tap the scheme. Bulk of
the applications(86)are meant for
component manufacturing and
therest(29)for the original equip-
ment manufacturer (OEM) cate-
gory, the ministry said. FE

and exit,” said a fund manager. A
HDFC MF spokesperson declined
tocommentas fund housesdonot
commenton stock-specificinvest-
ment decisions. Macquarie cut its
pricetargetby 25 percenttoRs900
fromaround Rs 1,200, retaining its
‘underperform’ rating,

Paytm responds
The numberofloansdisbursed
through the Paytm platform rose
401 per cent year-on-year to 4.4
millionloansin the third quarter of
FY 2022.“.. In Q3FY22, value of
loans disbursed via our platform
during the quarter was Rs 2,180
crore (run-rate of $1.2 billion), an
increase of 365 per cent. We have
seen stellar growth in ... lending
products..,” Paytmsaid. Full report
onwww.indianexpress.com

FY22 (ApriltoNovember2021),
with 8.2 gigawatt (GW)added
against 3.4 GW addedinthe
year-ago period

BACKLOG OFPROJECTS
awarded by central nodal
agencies and state distribution
utilities remains large with
under-development solar, wind
and hybrid capacities of more
than55GW

Source: Icra Ratings/PTl

International market data till 1900 IST

Jul-Sept QES: 2 lakh
new jobs in 9 sectors,
manufacturing on top

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 10

ABOUT 2 lakh jobs were added
during]July-September2021 com-
pared to the preceding April-June
quarter, the second round of the
Quarterly Employment Survey
(QES) released Monday showed.
Total employment in nine select
sectors — manufacturing, con-
struction, trade, transport, educa-
tion, health, accommodation &
restaurants, IT/BPOs, financial
services — stood at 3.10 crore in
July-September as against 3.08
crore in the previous quarter.

Union Labour Minister Bhupe-
nder Yadav said these surveys will
aid the government achieve its
mission of last-mile delivery and
evidence-based policy making for
workers. “The report on Quarterly
Employment Survey being a de-
mand-side survey, along with
supply-side survey i.e. Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS), will
bridge data gaps on employment
in the country,” Yadav said.

Of the nine sectors, manufac-
turing accounted for 39 per cent
of the workers (1.21 crore), fol-
lowed by education with 22 per
cent (68.47 lakh), and health as
well as IT/BPOs sectors each ac-
counted for around 10 per cent of
the workers. Trade and transport
sectors employed 5.3 per cent
(16.45 lakh) and 4.6 per cent
(14.441akh)of the total estimated
workers, respectively.

In all the establishments to-
gether, vacancies were about 5.6
per cent or 4.3 lakh. Self-employ-
mentwas seen to be highestinthe
financial services sector (8.5 per
cent), followed by accommoda-
tionand restaurants (7.5 percent).
Contractual employees were sig-
nificantly present in two sectors
— construction (20 per cent) and
manufacturing (11.5 per cent).
Female workers’ share stood at
32.1 per cent, higher than 29.3 per

SHARES WITHIN
TOTAL WORKFORCE

B Manufacturing
accounted for 39% of
workers, followed by
education (22%),and
health as well as
IT/BPOs sectors each
accounted for around
10% of the workers

cent during the first round of QES.

The improvement inemploy-
ment numbers showed a pickup
ineconomic activities after lifting
oflockdown restrictions by states
to curb the spread of the second
Covid wave which had hit the
country in April 2021. About 7.5
percentjoblosses were seen dur-
ing the lockdown for Covid-19
pandemic last year, with manu-
facturing, construction, education
and trade sectors bearing the
brunt more than blue-collared
employment inIT/BPOs, financial
services and health sectors, the
first round of the QES had showed.

Manufacturing sector had
recorded job losses of 14.2 lakh
between the pre-lockdown (Mar-
ch 25,2020) and post-lockdown
periods (July 1, 2020). Construc-
tion sectorsaw aloss of 1lakh jobs,
while trade and education sectors
recorded 1.8 lakh and 2.8 lakh job
losses, respectively.

The revamped QES — which
covers enterprises employing 10
or more workers — was first con-
ducted during the April-June 2021
quarter to collect the information
on the impact of the Covid pan-
demic on the operational status
and employment status of estab-
lishments in the nine key sectors,
which showed employment ris-
ing to 3.08 crore in April-June. This
compares with 2.37 crorein2013-
14, the base year chosenbased on
the sixth economic census.

Equity schemes get 125,000 cr in
Dec, SIP mﬂows at record high

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY 10

WITH RETAIL investors stepping
up their investments, equity
schemes of mutual funds received
record inflows of Rs 25,076 crore
during December even as foreign
investors pulled out Rs 35,000
crore from the stock markets.
According to data from the
Association of Mutual Funds of
India (AMFI), equity schemes re-
ceived Rs 11,614 crore in
November and Rs 5,214 crore in
October. Index funds and ETFs also
received Rs 18,702 crore in
December. However, debt funds
witnessed outflows of Rs 49,154
crore, AMH said SIP(systematicin-
vestment plan) numbers have

The BSE, Mumbai. File

grown from each month in the
past one year of 2021. For the
month of December 2021,
monthly SIP contribution stood at
arecord highof Rs 11,305.34 crore,
up from the November 2021
monthly SIP contribution at Rs
11,004.94 crore.

“The number of SIP accounts
for December 2021 are 4.90crore,

up from 4.78 crore in November
2021.SIPassetsasattheend of the
December 2021 month is Rs 5.65
crore as against Rs 5.46 crore in
November.

NSVenkatesh, chiefexecutive,
AMEH said: “2021 has been a mo-
mentous year, with mutual funds
emerging as the preferred invest-
ment destination with continued
record equity flows through NFOs
and ongoing investment into ex-
isting schemes. The year has seen
remarkable growth in mutual
funds with hike in inflows across
all categories of funds.”

“SIP has been the favourite
medium of consistent investing
and disciplined mode of savings
by the common man. This is evi-
dent from the number of accounts
rising,” he said.

‘L157 hrs of govt-ordered net outages in 2021’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

INTERNET SHUTDOWNS, or-
dered by central, state and district
level authorities in India, lasted a
total 1,157 hours, resultinginaloss
of $583 millionin2021,according
to a research by internet firm
top10vpn.com. These internet
shutdownsimpacted 59.1 million
people across the country.

The total duration of domestic
internet shutdowns in India was
the third longest globally, behind
Myanmar and Nigeria, where

As per atop10vpn.com
research, 59.1 million
were impacted in India

these blackouts were for 12,238
and 5,040 hours, respectively. The
totalloss caused by internet shut-
downs last calendar year stood at
$2.8 billion in Myanmar and $1.5
billion in Nigeria, the research by
top10vpn.com showed.

Globally, government-ordered
internet outages in 21 countries
lasted for over 30,000 hoursinto-
tal and cost the global economy

Apple: Workers to return
to Foxconn plant gradually

SAJANCKUMAR
CHENNAI, JANUARY 10

APPLE ON Monday said the work-
ers at its contract manufacturing
firm Foxconn’s plant at
Sriperumbudur;, near Chennai, will
return towork gradually. The oper-
ations will be resumedinastep by
stepmanner at the factory as hos-
telsand dormitories get ready and
certified as perlocal requirements
and Apple’s audits.

Foxconn plant, near
Chennai. File

The plant was shutlast month
after afood poisoning incident af-
fected over 200 workers. FE

New Delhi

$5.45 billionin2021,a 36 per cent
on-yearincrease inimpact, there-
search showed. Among the major
social media intermediaries,
Twitter faced the most shut-
downs and was blacked out forup
to 12,379 hours, while Facebook
faced government-ordered shut-
downs for 7,709 hours globally.
InIndia, there were as many as
45 reported shutdowns following
orders by authorities at various
levels. Overall, since 2012, there
have been 552 internet shut-
downs in the country, according
to aresearch by SFLC.in.
Between 2017 and 2019, the

number of preventive internet
shutdowns enforced by central
and state governments in India
also saw a major spike, and as
many as 95 of these lasted for over
24 hours. There were at least 147
instances over these three years
forwhichnodataonthe duration
of shutdowns is available as there
islack of any form of communica-
tion on these blockades, accord-
ing to data available in public do-
main and research by SFLC.in.

In most such instances, there
was no formal order beingissued
totelecom operators,according to
senior industry executives.

Insurers told to clear Covid
cocktail therapy claims

Mumbai: Irdai has asked insur-
ance companies to accept claims
towards “antibody cocktail ther-
apy” treatment for Covid-19.
“The Authority has come
across instances of denial of
claims and / or deduction of ex-
penses incurred towards ‘anti-
body cocktail therapy’ treatment
for Covid-19, under the pretext
that the said therapy is an experi-
mental treatment,” the Insurance
Regulatory Development Author-
ity of India (Irdai)said inacircular

toinsurance firms.

“It may please be noted that
the antibody cocktail (Casirivimab
and Imdevimab) has been given
emergency use authorization
(EUA)in May 2021 by CDSCO(Ce-
ntral Drugs Standard Control Org-
anization) in our country,” it said.
“Insurers are advised toreview the
claims denied/ deductions made
insuch claims and take appropri-
ate action for ensuring that the
claimsare settled as per termsand
conditions of the policy.” ENS
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Bank of India BOI ‘&

Head Office, Information Technology Department, Star House-2, 8th floor, C-4, G-Block
Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (E), Mumbai-400051. E-mail: Headoffice.it@bankofindia.co.in

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

for Supply, Implementation, Maintenance and
Management of Private Cloud Setup
The captioned RFP is available on Bank’s corporate website
www.bankofindia.co.in under “Tender” section since 11.01.2022
Subsequent changes if any, will henceforth be uploaded only on the website.
The last date of submission: 15.02.2022

NORTHERN RAILWAY

CORRIGENDUM I
No. NR/FuelCel/DEMU/P1/2021 Dated 10.01.2022

Corrigendum Il of Tender Notice No. - NR/FUELLCELL/DEMU/P1/2021 Dt
15.12.2021 has been uploaded on IREPS website on 10.01.2022

Please visit website https//www.ireps.gov.in/Tender Notice (NR/FUELLCELL
/DEMU/P1/2021 Dt 15.12.2021) for Corrigendum II, having reply to queries of M/S
Cummins and M/S BHEL and amendments made in Tender document, which shall be
available on IREPS website.

ContactPerson:-

Chief Mechanical Engineer/IT

Mechanical Branch, Northern Railway Head Quarter,

1st Floor, Annexe-l, Baroda House, New Delhi-110001
Contactno:9717639460/9717637480

Email: cmeitnrly@gmail.com 52/2022

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH ASMILE

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
GUWAHATI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
PANBAZAR, GUWAHATI-1
No.GER/Elect/1378/21/Pt-11/30
CORRIGENDUM TO IFB
Due to some unavoidable circumstances the below mentioned
works, against “Invitation for Bids” issued vide this office letter
No. GER/Elect/1378/21/Pt-11/25 date: 11.02.2021, for all the
33nos of packages for “Installation of Street Light in and
around Guahati City under GMC” is hereby treated as
cancelled.

Date: 10.01.2022

Commissioner,
Guwahati Municipal Corporation

Janasanyog/CF/2780/21 Guwahati

FEEITZA TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Kagithapuram - 639 136. Karur Dist. Tamil Nadu

TELANGANA FOODS

IDA: NACHARAM : HYDERABAD - 500076, Phone No. 27152207, 08 & 09
Short Tender Notification No. TF/GG/Tender/340/RM&PM/2021-22, Dt. 10.01.2022
Telangana Foods invites Tenders for procurement of Laminated Film Rolls,
HDPE Bags, HM-HDPE Bags and Maize. Further details please visit website:
https://tender.eprocurement.gov.in and website:
https:/itfoods.telangana.gov.in from 11.01.2022 at 3.00 pm onwards. Bids

submission closing date is 21.01.2022 at 2.00 pm.

R.0. No.: 2555-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2021-22 Sd/- Managing Director

IVIPORTANT

WWhilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy. itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, "e"-PROCU

B-993

The Chief Engineer (DPI & Roads), Odisha on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites pe
in ONLINE MODE fomi eligible contractors for Road work as mentioned below:

Nature of work Road work
No. of work 7 Nos.
Tender Paper cost Rs.10,000.00

Class of Contractor Super Class/Special Class
Available of bid document in the website From 10.00 A.M. of 24.01.2022
Date of opening of Bid Dt.16.02.2022 at 11.30 AM

The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further detai

©NOoOOA N

WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-mail: eeroads.bbsr@gmail.com
Bid Identification No. CE-DPI & R-20/2021-22

https://tenderodisha.gov.in. Any addendum / corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website.

sd/- Chief Engineer (DPI & Roads), Odisha

REMENT NOTICE

rcentage rate bids in double cover system

to 5.30 PM of 15.07.7022

Is can be seen from the website:

OIPR-34117/11/0109/2122

10
DEN IN |

General public is hereby informed

that an unidentified female Namely

Vandana Dassan, W/o Late.
Brijmohan Dassan, R/o Unknown,
Age : about 70 years, Height : 5,
Complexion : Wheatish, Face :
Long, Built : Thin, Wearing : Brown
colour suitand blue colour salwar has

been found dead at footpath, near gate no 3, AlIMS, Delhi on
26.12.2021. In this regard a case vide DD No : 41A dated
26.12.2021 has been lodged at P.S. Hauz Khas, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this found

deadfemale may kindly informto the following:-
SHO :

P.S. Hauz Khas, Delhi

South Distt., Delhi
DP/08/SD/2022

Tel. No. 011-26867878, 8750870821

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENG

At

0-1683

1 The Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Kendrapara on behalf of Governor of Odisl

2 Name of the work
Derabish Block on Clubbed up mode

Availability of bid documents in the From date. 29.01.2022 at 10.00 A.M
website in the portal

Last Date & Time of seeking tender
clarification

12 Date of Opening of Bid : Ondate. 19.02.2022 at 11.00 A.M.

The bidders have to participate in the tender through ONLINE bidding only. Further
http://tendersorissa.gov.in.

: Up to 02.02.2022 till 5.30 P.M

RWS&S DIVISION, KENDRAPARA
: Ichhapur, Post : Shree Baladevjew, Email: eerwsskendrapara@gmail.com
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB) [e-Procurement]
Bid Identification No. RWS/ 98 /2021-2022
Letter No 196 / Dated 06.01.2022

system in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for Rural Piped Water Supply Schemes in Kendrapara District.
: Execution of 70 LPCD RPWS Scheme to Rajnagar and Sysmasunderpur under

3 No. of Work : 01 (One) No. on Clubbed Up Mode
4 Value of the Work : X311.55 Lakhs

5 Concerned tender inviting authority : Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division,
6 Security amount (Rs.) (Online) : Nil

7 Cost of Bid documents (Rs.) (Online) : X 10000/-

8 Class of Bidder : “A” & “Special” Class

9 Period of Completion : 330 days

Subsequent corrigendum / addendum if required shall only be appeared in the above website.
Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Kendrapara

INEER,

ha invites lump sum bid in DOUBLE cover

in Kendrapara District.

Kendrapara

to date. 10.01.2022 till 5.30 P.M

details can be had from the website i.e
Sd/-
(Er. B.K.Nayak)

OIPR-25004/11/0040/2122

Ph.: 04324 - 277001 (10 Lines) 75,
o . ——
Email: purchase.rawmatl@tnpl.co.in <
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Tender No. Material Description Due date
212213 ) .
004703 Procurement of Caustic Soda Lye for Unit-l & Il 24.01.2022
212213 - ) .
004704 Procurement of Liquid Chlorine for Unit-1 & II 24.01.2022
212213 | Procurement of Hydrogen Peroxide 50%
004705 | for Unit1 & I 25.01.2022
212213 | 5 rement of Sodium Hydrosulphite for Unit | | 25.01.2022
004706 T
Corrigendum if any will be issued in TNPL Website only. Detailed Terms &
conditions, Quantity, Tender fee, EMD, etc., are available in tender document at
our websites: www.tnpl.com/www.tenders.tn.gov.in

DIPRM77/Tender/2022 TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

“Gangmen sLEZ ashATD mLEesmd, srsmer Ufitg afdHmnd s O1CumD.”

HRIUTAD JAMIAT BT BRI
Ugod Qd Weedl Avsd Al
s ™=
39 BT B 3 AfdeT | 13 /21—22 9o

RO T=AT — 260991 gRT faff= 3N FHER
AT H YRR IS8 TTHIOT JTHIVT UTST STeafafcd

Advt. No. J.S.V. 988 (2021-22)

5 DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVERNMENT OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
= 1
[ OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (M)-1 v H e
ez EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (M)-62 / T-2 2
-1 T1
v i bt E-BLOCK PARK: PREET VIHAR: DELHI-110092
Phone No. 22502206, Mail ID: - djbeeeastii@gmail.com
PRESS SHORT NIT No. 34 / (2021-22)
=, Name of Work Amount putto| Tender Earnest | Tender ID No. & Date | Last Date / Time of
No. Tender Processing| Money of Release of tender receipt of tender
Fee in E-Pr E-P
Solution Solution

1. |Trapping of discharges of DUSIB Toilet installed at| 49,19,081.00 500.00 98,500.00 | 2022_DJB_214422_01 15-Jan-2022
Krishnkunj JJ Clusters in AC 58 under ACE (M)-1 08-Jan-2022 05.00 PM 02:00 PM

2. |Replacement of settled sewer line and outfall| 33,91,127.00 500.00 68,000.00 | 2022_DJB_214422_02 15-Jan-2022
connection near Jhankar Banquet hall upto G Block 08-Jan-2022 05.00 PM 02:00 PM
Park Preet vihar in AC-59 under AEE(M)-59

3. |Replacement of old damaged sewer line in front of Item Rate 500.00 80,300.00 | 2022_DJB_214422_16 15-Jan-2022
RG Mall and JJC Indira Park by static pipe bursting 08-Jan-2022 05.00 PM 02:00 PM
method in ward no. 19E in AC-59 under AEE (M)-59.

4. |Replacement of old and damaged RCC pipe in| Item Rate 500.00 63,200.00 | 2022_DJB_214422_17 15-Jan-2022
Gurudware Wali Gali front of 11/170 Block No. 11 08-Jan-2022 05.00 PM 02:00 PM
Kalyan Puri RSC in Kondli Constituency under
AEE(M)-56 (By Brusting Method)

Further details in this regard can be seen Est https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
Sd/-
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) VIJAY SAGAR

"STOP CORANA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"

EX. ENGINEER {M)-62

POOMPUHAR SHIPPING CORPORATION LINITED

(
692, Anna Salai, IV" Floor, Nandanam, Chennai - 600 035, India
Telephcme No. : 044 - 24330505/807 Fax : 91-44-24344593 /24335706,
E-mail : pscshlp@gmall com CIN : U63090TN1974PLC006596

Global Tender
No.PSC/OPNS/PMS/001/2021-22

) RailTel
P (A Government of India Undertaking)

CIN No L64202DL2000G0I107905
RailTelinvites Expression of Interest for :
RCIL/Eol/ITP/2021-22/100-EDC Dt.:
05/01/2022-Empanelment of Business
Associates for Edge Data Centers across
Indian Railways.

EOI Notice & EOI document for
the above EOI is available on
www.railtelindia.com wesbite.
Addendum/ Corrigendum will be uploaded
onwww.railtelindia.com website.

.o

Where service is a way of

Tender for Furnishing works
Bank invites sealed tenders, under two
bid system i.e Technical Bid &
Commercial Bid, from eligible Interior
Furnishing Contractor for the furnishing/
renovation works for shifting of Branch
D.H.L.I at 41, Rani jhansi Road, New
Delhi-110055.

Tender documents and further
information are available on the Bank's
website https://punjabandsindbank.co.in

ZONAL MANAGER

Notice inviting tender for Ship Performance Monitoring
Service for one year.

Last date for issue of
tender book - on 09.02.2022: 1200hrs
Tender box to be closed at - on 09.02.2022: 1500hrs
EMD : Rs.1,00,000 (for Indian agencies)
: USD.1500 (for foreign agencies)
: Rs. 24,30,000/-.

Prospective bidders are advised to refer our website
www.tamilship.com / www.tn.tenders.gov.in for specific
transparent details. The condition / requirement mentioned
in the website shall meet out by the bidders. This
advertisementis an invitation for bid only. The details given
in the website are comprehensive. Further, all
communications will be updated through our web site only.

Value of Tender

DIPR/173/TENDER/2022 GENERAL MANAGER (OPNS)

CENEO HLES HHHSTD AMLBECHND. Fngomar yfibg FASSIbD uaLIGUD.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANGCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82/83 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Gurmeet Dhama @ Ramit, S/o Sh. Bhopal Singh, R/o:
Patti Aurangabad, Shekpura Mohalla, PS Khekra, Distt-
Baghpat, U.P. has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case FIR No. 605/2021 U/s
381/411/34IPC has been registered at P.S. Kotwali, Delhi and
it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said Gurmeet Dhama @ Ramit cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
Gurmeet Dhama @ Ramit has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Gurmeet Dhama @
Ramit accused of FIR No. 605/2021 U/s 381/411/34 IPC has
been registered at P.S. Kotwali, Delhi is required to appear
before this Court to answer the said complaint on or before
14.02.2022. By Order
Ms. Prigya Gupta

Metropolitan Magistrate-08, (Central),

DP/1871/N/2022 Room No. 272, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

IIoAT & 30 fAfaer & srred @Y ¥If3 604.00 oIRg
3iferet 81 AT 2 T YR PR 60.38 TG UST 9T |
fafaer & =g | vg o gerda B

BRI AT,
YISTe T waesdl WS AT
PR 261463(Drinking Water and Sanitation)21-22*D

tl?- Ministry {:f{ullurt EE?’
T fLJJT:T GO B ITTE I R

Nehru Memorial Museum

and Library
Cordially invites you to a Webinar
on
Maulana Azad’s views
Nationalism: Hindu-Muslim
Questions and Concept of
Pakistan
By
Dr. Shah Noorur Rahman
North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong

Tuesday, 11 January 2022 at 3:00pm
Google Meet Link:
https://meet.google.com/dkj-pecf-nwf
All are Welcome
davp 09142/12/0023/2122

NORTHERN RAILWAY

NOTICE
Sub:- Open Tender notice for appointment of Halt Agent at
various halt stations of MB Division.

- Tt Sirerge

HET e &I 0T, I el Attt favmr

Tel.: 0291-2650730, Email: ace2jodhpur@gmail.com

&

ohuieR: 8- 11/Seaqe faferar, /2021-22/10388-410

fag smisor geAT (NIB) G- 224 W 240/2021-22

feAieR-27.12.2021

ISR o IS 1 SR § Frefafad wEt o e i @R e fem 6 ae-4 fEm 334 (T) (i) % qed . 150.00 TG a9 ]
Fferarell 29 e S @R it e § dsited td e st ana st ffaerel @9 S e st faem # defiga
Ffememarel Tg FEMTER T2 % W UE AT WER & SAgd /et S wien Fmie fawm, 39, o, R fomi §
IO THERE AU H Ui Haaeht § ol ekiex AT 3k W E-2vefin uiwen s e afw anda foe stmta w6 Sl €

fore e UBIN No. SR Bl s o 3-michar T g
(et #) 2 wfewra (FT) bisa i erafr

224/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOB11172 142.62 285000/~ 5000/~ 1000/~ 9 AIE
225/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOB11173 208.33 417000/~ 5000/~ 1000/ 9 e
226/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOB11174 133.61 267000/ 5000/ 1000/ 9 HE
227/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOB11175 139.84 280000/~ 5000/~ 1000/~ 9 AE
228/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOBI11176 155.82 312000/~ 5000/~ 1000/~ 9 ATE
229/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOB11177 218.57 437000/~ 5000/~ 1000/~ 9 AE
230/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOB11178 120.15 240000/~ 5000/~ 1000/~ 9 AE
231/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOBI11179 152.00 304000/~ 5000/~ 1000/~ 9 ATE
232/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOB11180 165.77 332000/~ 5000/~ 1000/~ 9 HIE
233/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOB11181 237.33 474000/~ 5000/~ 1000/ 9 e
234/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOB11182 173.17 346000/ 5000/ 1000/ 9 e
235/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOBI11183 159.54 319000/~ 5000/~ 1000/~ 9 AIE
236/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOBI11184 153.05 306000/~ 5000/~ 1000/~ 9 ATE
237/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOBI11185 131.75 264000/~ 5000/~ 1000/~ 9 AE
238/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOBI11186 128.22 256000/~ 5000/~ 1000/~ 9 AIE
239/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOBI11187 146.37 293000/~ 5000/~ 1000/~ 9 WE
240/2021-22 | PHE2122 WSOB11188 127.45 255000/~ 5000/~ 1000/~ 9 AIE

iee fore Iuered B &1 fafty 31/12/2021

HieTE forg SRAere/vde F @i st fafd 24/01/2022 1 6.00 W.UH

tare forg @iem @i fafr 25/01/2022 T 2.00 9t TH

DIPR/C/103/2022

fore & weifud W faRor JewEe www.dipronline.org, sppp.raj.nic.in @ www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in T @1 ST Tl & |

S wareen st fam, 8 finhe SR

B/~
(ferirz Tz wets)
sifafem gea s

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
DRINKING WATER & SANITATION DIVISION, CHATRA

e-ProcurementShort Tender Notice (SBD)

Tender Reference No. - DWSD/JIRWAKHURD/RPWS/CH/28/202

1-22 (1"Call)Dated — 08.01.2022

Detailed survey, designing and drawing,
Pump House, RCC Gangway 50 M long a

Conventional Water Treatment Plant, RCC Elevated Service Resrvoir -04 Nos,

Construction of RCC Intake Well -Cum-
nd 3.00 Mtr Wide, 5.50 MLD Capacity

Applications completed in all respect shall be receive in this
office on 31.01.2022 in the Box placed in the chamber of
Assistant commercial Manager Northern Railway, DRM Office,
Moradabad from hrs to 14.00 hrs, which will open 15.00 hrs. on
same date in presence of the applicants or their

Representative. Applications received after 14:00 hrs not be
considered. In case . 31.01.2022 happens to be holiday, the
applications shall be received & open on next working day at
same timings. The application notice, Terms & condition can be
seen downloaded from Northern Railway website
www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in 45/2022

N u

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager Northern Railway/ 5 Approach Road, NH Crossing, Staff Quarter, Compound Wall, Supplying and
Moradabad for and on behalf of president of India invites Nd Name of Work - . Iayingtha\Agandlcllear V\éa‘tertriiir%lg maianaTnd [[)jisctr'\btult]ion ll\letwork, Htouse ;
S - . onnection Supplying and Installation of VT and Centrifugal pump motor an
a.ppllcatlons fgr appomtlrjg agents for booking of passengers Five Years Operation & Maintenance with allied works etc. all complete job for
ticketat following halt stations : Jirwakhurd& Adjoining Village Rural Pipe Water Supply Scheme “On Turnkey
S.NJ Name Halt Serving | Lying in between Basis” Under D.W.&S.Division, CHATRA for the Year 2021-22 under (State Plan)
Station 1 Estimated Cost -| Rs. 47,15,34,000/- (Rs. Forty SevenCroreFifteen LacThirty Four Thousand Only)
- 2 Earnest Money - Rs. 47 16 000/- (Rs. Forty SevenLac SixteenThousandOnly)
1 [Sisona Ha'lt Halcliour. Halc?our-.Chandpur 3 Cost of BOQ Rs. 10,000/ (Rs. Ten Thousand Only) in Shape of B.D. issued by Nationalized
2 | Atwamuthia Halt | Beniganj |Beniganj-Balamau Bank in favour of Executive Engineer, DW.&S. Division, CHATRA
3 | Arsaini Halt Balamau | Gaju-Atva muthiya 4 Time completion - 24™ Months + 03 Months (Trial and Run)
4 | Nisoi Halt Aonla Aonla-Visharatganj 5 | Date of Uploading BOQ on Website |- 15.01.2022 at 05:00 PM.
5 | Bagarpur halt Chandpur | Chandpur-Mandi dhanaura 6 Pre-bid meeting 21.01.2022 5t 12:30 PM. in thso(zg:ézo;gggm-ln-ch\eﬂ DWSD, Nepal House,
6 | Chhaprawat Halt| Burral Burral-Gulawati 7| Last Date/Time for Receipt of Bid_ | 27.01.2022 up to 5:00 PM.
7 | Baradev Halt Safipur | Safipur-Methitikur 28.01.2022 up to 3:00 PM. In the Office of

Last Date & Time of Receiving
EMD/Cost of BOQ (Hard Copy)

(oo

(2) Regional Chief Eng., DW&S

(1) Executive Engineer, D.W.&S. Division, CHATRA

(3) Eng.-in-Chief, DWSD, Nepal House, Doranda, Ranchi.

D, Ranchi Zone, Ranchi AND

9 Date of opening of Tender

2901.2022 at 11:30 PM.

Name & address of Office Inviting
Tender

Executive Engineer, D.W.&S. Division, CHATRA, Jharkhand

Name & address of Opening Office |-

Eng.-in-Chief, DW.&S. Department, Nepal House, Doranda, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

Contact No. of e-procurement

PR 261399 Drinking Water and Sanitation(21-22)#D

12 Office +91-9835068475, +91-8002093156 or 06541-253273
13| Help No. of e-Procurement Cell 0651-2480345

. Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

° Estimating cost may be changed i.e either it may be increased or decreased.

Executive Engineer
D.W.&S. Division, CHATRA

Office of The Chief Engineer (C/Z)
Jabalpur

NIT No. 04/Gen/2021-22 Jabalpur Date:- 03.01.2022
Tender Notice

Online Tender for mentioned below are being invited. The
Tender have been uploaded on the https://mptenders.gov.in
system of Public Works Department on the portal
http://www.mptenders.gov.in Tender details are as below:-

S. | Tender | Distt/ | Name |Call| PAC |EMD (in |Cost of Time
No. No. Division| of Rs (in| lacs) |Tender |Allowed for
Work lacs) form |Completion
01 |2022_ Jabalpur |Constr [1st |946.76 |946800/- |20000/- |18 Month
PWDRD_ |No-2 uction including
176600_1 of Rainy
Udna- Season
Sakra
road
length
13.60
Km.

Details of Tender can be seen of tender Portal MP. Govt.
https://mptenders.gov.in of the document can only be
purchased online from the above website after making online
payment. The last date & time for purchase of Document online
is dated 27.01.2022 up to 5:30 PM can be viewed on the above
mentioned portal. Amendments to NIT, if any would be
published on above website only, and not in newspaper.
HRA T TGO H AN A qgd STEd SRl T,
TR UeAT S e & T gi
G-21150/21

Sd/-
Chief Engineer (c/z)
PWD Jabalpur M.P.

r‘% CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD

A CHANDICARH ADNINIETRATION UNDERTAKING

E-TENDER NOTICE

Matice far inviting e-teoders for_aflabmand af Bulld-up Dwelling!

Comsnercial Units on Froo Hold and Leaso-Mold Basés in W.T,

Chardigarh,

*Il is hirzby nolifed for tho informalian of general publc thal a-lendes
ara imlad far e sate ol Bult-up urils Al Ihe Commancial Linils ane baing
ankdon Lessa-Holl Basin, Howavar, specific Rasidantis Lnils & baing
ankl ¢n Lapss-Hold whitg alhar gpadhs units ams being aokl Frae-Hokl
Laaie, E-Tande ard imviled idividusalhy b el ol Boll-ug Uil
1. The E-Tander Process = apen for af the citizens of Indig o= well as

NASPIOs above 10 years of age. The persores aleady having any

propecty |Residential ar Cammercial] can also parlicipale in the E

Temdnr.

%. Thia Buili-up Unitz shall ba allaliad to tha highast sligbla biddar, qualing
ahova Ihe rasseva prica of 1he Bidlkup Undd, The GST wi T
apphcablo on e consdacaliond préaman gl haunta, Hiradear, in Caga
al akslirent on Leass-Hold boes=, GST wil be apphéabils on Leass
Monew Grourd Rent penvable arruoaly.

& A welbrg participanls may visil $a o ool websie wsnchbondine.in
1o undemsland the detalnd proceduns (or submisskan of EamestManoy
Oaposd (EMD) and e-nids. The Tarms & Cordillans and S dolaiked
List manbianing laesdilesd sectors of Bull-up Unils and resaras prics
an ha dotenkaadad fran lhe alfciaiwabsta ol lhe Chandigam Hoeaiog
Baands e wiyww ehbsarding,in

b ordar %0 gubmil e-bids, every prospeclive bidder =2 regquired (o gel

himzel fherzelf registered ot hitpsiotenderschdnicin

SHckers have been pasisd &% each al fha Bulup Urdl far beber

ket ficalion ard Sl Ofices have boen prosided al dffernnl Soeciors!

Lecalian e tadifate Inspacion by Tha prospacive bidcers. The

Location of aach of ta Ll on gaggke men, addmss of tha St Ofcas

and canlael dalaits of s olfciais are svslabla an ihe cifidal wabsie

varw chbonlingin, The days spechied K he aspschions of e urils
are gz under-

-

.| Ho, of| Dags fer inspecliens
Eullt:um Units
Ma.| % Uit |00 .M, b 5.0 Ry
[Fesicerizal Unils an FrooHald Basis 13 |Evnry Salurday

Every Wednesday
Every Friday

'-h.. corfal Urils on Lease-Hod Basis | 28
I [eommerdal Units on Leass-Hod Dasrs 109

146

LI TRORE ol S O R e s
] &lyul.':l.ll.*s ol dales 1o a-Tandur al The Orils:-

1 Slarling datn and lime [ bid sub=tssicn |From 007 Sirusry 3007 [000AM
Gl dien 21l i far ted schnssion
1| Tiparcng ol a-hids

23" Jardiary, FO22 (115 A M)

Till 6 Jpinusat F1E7 ugiy S aMY |

Chial Accounts Odficer

Chansligard Hausing Baand, Chandigarh
WEAR MASE, WASH YOUIR HANDS, WATCH YWONUR DHSTARCE.

New Delhi

ﬁmmmr PORT TRUST
a-TENDER CALL NOTICE
Mameafthewan: “Tmprovenmean
to existing Road near Gate
Ho. 1 area". EMD cosi
Rs. 19, 78,898 Lz=i Dale ard
fimg. of submizsicn of Bid:
31.01.2022 up to 17:15 Hrs.
Far datails pleasa refer our
Websile : epracure.govin/
apracurelapp

Execulive Engineer
|PFTIPRM3AIZ021-22, D1.10,01.2023|

NOT ICE
Transfer of ownership in respect of SCO No. 16,
Sector-14, Gurugram in respect of the intestate
death of Sh. Vinod kumar Jain.
Late Vinod Kumar Jain S/o Late Sh. Shikhar
Chand Jain who was the Co-owner of the subject
cited property bearing No. SCO No. 16, Sector-14,
Gurugram passed away on 12.05.2021, has not
left any registered or unregistered will Late Sh.
Vinod Kumar left behind following legal heirs (i)
Javitri Devi Jain (mother), (ii) Anju Jain (wife), (iii)
Sapna Jain (daughter) & (iv) Varun Jain (son).
Now Anju Jain, W/o Late Sh. Vinod Kumar Jain and
Varun Jain S/o Late Sh. Vinod Kumar Jain R/o
K-106, Hauz Khas Enclave, New Delhi-110016
intends to apply for the transfer of the said property
intheir favour being the legal heirs. Ifany personis
having any objection against the transfer of the
said house, he/she can submit objections in writing
to the Estate Officer-I, HSVP, Gurugram alongwith
supporting documents within 30 days from the
publication of this notice. Otherwise, the Estate
Officer may sanctioned mutation of the property in
the favour of applicant as per HSVP policy and
may not entertain subsequent claim, ifany.
Smt. Anju Jain, Sh. Varun Jain
On behalf of Estate Officer-
HSVP, Gurugram

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
EREIEHR Gl
$—ffaer g==m 1-4 / 2022 /a1forsg
/ framx f&Ai® 07.01.2022
Aol Yol YeId (@iforey), SR ufdad
XeTd, bR IR & IIEART BT AR A
Argd) g voifal & diemR wusd
@ 09 Yold ¥IHI W I TRAT # el
RT ¥ad AR Ud W W TARITE T
qr$ TG AeA 9IS B I gy yeR
TR ¥ 3d wR < &) Afdy & e ad
P 37afdy vg $—faaT sty @ Sl
21 39 99 ¥ fIRd STHHRI IREPS
@I RS www.ireps.gov.in U SUefe&l
2 & &1 A/ Td @I ;- deER
AUSA B 09 Yold LIE W LI
TR # Y gRT Wdhd AHR TE
I R TS 91€ Ud 9rg 9le
saufe @ fag afirsa gar uter
A 3B W A 2g I, dr B agEItIa
ANTd : IREPS & de¥ge R S T
favga feror & rgaR, qarEr Al -
IREPS @1 dqdge W <9y T fawqga
faver & IER, $-—CveY Wi BY
fafer gd - §-2vsy fadi® 31.01.
2022 T 1530 g1 WIAT SR | IREPS

Hﬁama:www.ireps.gov.in
785-SP/22

Follow us at [ [0 /NWRailways [] NWRailways_
Debts Recovery Tribunal-I, Delhi

4th Floor, Jeevan Tara Building,
Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001

0.A. No. 431/ 2021

CANARA BANK i
Versus Applicant

MR. CHANDRESH JAJOO

%)‘ORS' Defendants

4. M/s Kay Jay Leasing Ltd., Regd. Office:
Sachidanand Farm House Krishangarh
Village, in front of swimming pool (near
DDA Sports Complex) Lane Green Avenue,
VasantKunj, New Delhi - 110070
Whereas the above named applicant has
instituted a case for recovery of Rs.
64,62,78,179.88 (Rs Sixty Four Crore Sixty
two lakh Seventy Eight Thousand One
Hundred Seventy Nine and Paise Eighty
Eight only) against you and whereas it has
been shown to the satisfaction of the
Tribunal thatitis not possible to serve youin
ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is given
by advertisement directing you to make
appearance before Ld. Registrar on
07-02-2022 at 10.30 A.M. (for further
details kindly visit DRT website
www.etribunal.gov.in) Phone No. 011-
23748473)
Take notice that in case of your failure to
appear on the above mentioned day before
this Tribunal, the case will be heard and
decided in your absence.
Due to ongoing Pandemic Situation, all the
matters will be taken up through Video
Conferencing and for that purpose:-
(i) All the Advocates/Litigants shall
download the "Cisco Webex" application /
Software;
(i) "Meeting ID" and "Password" for the
next date of hearing qua cases to be taken
by 'Registrar/Recovery Officer-I/ and
Recovery Officer-Il shall be available one
day prior to the next date at DRT Official
Portal i.e. "drt.gov.in" under the Public
Notice Head.
(i) In any exigency qua that, the
Advocates/Litigants can contact the
concerned official at Ph. No. 011-
23748473.
Given under my hand and seal of the
Tribunal on this 05" January, 2022

by order of this Tribunal

for Registrar

Respondent may contact under mention
phone number for further enquiry.
Amit K. Dar, Ld. Registrar, DRT-I, New
Delhi, Phone.: 011-23748473
E-mail: drt1delhi-dfs@nic.in
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New world champion’s India challenge

With Kean Yew in
backyard, Srikanth has
chance to take revenge

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, JANUARY 10

LOHKEAN Yew received a ‘water salute' when
the men's singles World Champion's plane
bringing him back from Spain, taxied between
two high-powered water tank hoses - the gush
forming a welcoming arch for the returning
winner at the Changi airport.

Singapore was honouringits first ever bad-
minton world-beater, arare phenominacoun-
try that loves the sport. After applauding the
behemoths from China, Malaysia and
Indonesia for years, this was their moment to
celebrate by putting up a spectacle.

Later, half adozenbusiness heads from 'the
little red dot' city-state set up a trust fund for
S$50,000(INR 27 lakh 30 thousand), after they
realised the World Championship carried no
cash rewards, to support Kean Yew's future
ambitions. "It's just a new beginning for me
because I've been the underdog, but now I'm
gonna be one of those that people want to
beat...like very badly," Kean Yew would say at
the airport reception.

Delhi's KD Jadhav hall at the IG Stadium will
give the freshly minted World Champion his
first taste of those men, waiting to beat him -
like, very badly at the Super 500 India Open.

With his goofy grin and easy charm, Kean
Yew doesn't exactly elicit fierce appraisals of a
formidable opponent, reserved for those like
Kento Momota or Viktor Axelsen - both of
whom he's beaten in the last two months. No
matter how much thatcrown of his slick gelled
pompadour pushes him to 6 feet making him
a prized scalp, there's always a polite smile
waiting to light up his sunshine face, and take
away the menace of his lightning speed that
fetched him the world title.

Memories of World Championship final
where Kean Yew trumped Kidambi Srikanth
are fresh - never mind the change of calendar.
Yet, both Srikanth and HS Prannoy whom he
set aside on way to the title, will fancy their
chances of reversing their scorelines, should
they run into the surprise, breakout gold
medallist. Lakshya Sen who has beaten himin
the last 12 months, while carving his ownrep-
utation on debut, won't be faulted for believing
he could've gone the distance had he had ashy
at the Singaporean in the final.

“Iended the yearona high soit wasagood
year... Nobody will always win. The pressure
is always there. I just hope that I can play the
best and I can perform,” Kean Yew told BAL

Fitness worry

Yet, a gold medal is undeniable. Ask Lee
Chong Wei, inarguably far more legendary
thananyone who made the last 8 at Spain, just

Memories of World
Championship final where Kean
Yew trumped Kidambi Srikanth
are fresh - never mind the change
of calendar. Yet, both Srikanth
and HS Prannoy whom he set
aside on way to the title, will
fancy their chances.

how elusive the gold can be. And perhaps the
biggest folly of the Indian pack at Delhi - de-
spite playing in their backyard - might well be,
in getting too bullish about their own forms,
when pitted against the new one on the
throne. The right ankle of the fresh regal, was
a tad iffy post the World title, so those lunges
and jumps might be a little wobbly when
stomping. But the draw that might bring him
up against Srikanth in the semis, might turn
tricky even earlier.

Those wanting to win badly,and taking aim
atthe scalp, can be rank new names - Canadian
Xiadong Shen and Malaysians Soong Joo Ven
and Cheam June Wei. A new season will always
have the boisterous unknown, upstarts.

For Kidambi Srikanth, whowon at Delhiin
2015 and soon became No 1 and also reached
the finals in 2018, this season-starter will be
about unfinished businesses: he's not won a
title for eons - 3 years. The World's finals miss
keeps him famished for title glory. And there's
the Singaporean grinning at him from under
his playing mop from across the court, should
both line up for the rematch revenge.

Yet, for a first seed, Srikanth has himself
some speedbumps - a bunch of ambitious
Indians spoiling for flight. Siril Verma in Round
1, Subhankar Dey in Round 2 and Sameer
Verma [ Kiran George in quarters. Each hasan
opportunity toovertake the challenger. Targets
come embossed onall sizes of torquing backs.

HS Prannoy will have to shrug off rustiness
against Pablo Abian, and could run into Mithun
Manjunath, a talented Bangalorean, trying to
lose the Lakshya Sen shadow. Prannoy -
Lakshya going head to head in quarters can be
anice little Friday domestic blockbuster.

Young and strapping Priyanshu Rajawat,
rated highly in Hyderabad, will be peppered
witha French challenge first up, but can quickly
make headlines if he beats veteran Tommy
Sugiarto. India's wily fox Ajay Jayaram, with
that bamboozling limby game, missed out on
Olympic qualification - albeit at Siri Fort - by a
whisker adecade ago. Fitness permitting-and
hewasingood touch over the European swing,
he might want to exploit a gentler bottom half
of the draw and surprise the world.

Loh Kean Yew is the world champion.
But for a gaggle of Indians, starved of world
class competition, this India Open might
well be the time to grab the attention of the
Badminton world.

PV Sindhu had first won the India Open

in 2017.

BAI

For once, Sindhu’s path isn’t a minefield

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, JANUARY 10

PV SINDHU, India's tallest badminton player,
isn't accustomed to having things easy before
the medal hangs off her neck. Her 2019 World
Championship crown might've come indom-
ineering fashion, but for the perennial high per-
former, operating in women's badminton's
toughest eras, not one podium has come with-
out one or the other Top Tenner dragging her
into those taut, punishing three-setters. That
she stubs out nervousness for her followers by
pulling out these tricky leadups to the big final
day are a testament to her consistency. But
onceinawhile, Sindhu deserves abreather. An
on-court breather where she is served up op-
ponents who don't arrive stomping, com-
manding a minimum45-minute engagement
full of giddy retrievals.

The India Open of 2022 gives Sindhu, a five
time World's and double Olympic medallist,
that rare title opportunity, on a platter. With
the circulating virus depleting competition
draws, the Indian will get a few slow-paced
opening rounds, including a few aspiring
Indians.

That India has no women's singles player
of note after Sindhu, is not a secret. Forget snap-
ping at her heels, the next Indian crop can'tbe

said to be even alength's distance behind her
in horse-racing terms. To put it brutally, they
might not feature in the same frame as her. This
gap turns yawning - not only because Sindhu's
achievements are stupendously other-worldly
in a very mediocre shuttle universe, but also
because none of the younger players have
stepped up in time, to command any atten-
tion.

Perhaps India got spoilt silly after Saina
Nehwal and Sindhu hit the highest notes in
their teens, and didn't dawdle around in juniors
or lower rung tournaments. The follow-up
flurry, hasn't been very sparky though. Yet, the
likes of Sri Krishna Priya Kudaravalli and Ira
Sharmawill earn themselves the show court to
leave an impression - never mind the gulf in
class that may show up.

Ashmita Chaliha, the Assamese left han-
der, is a classic case of what ought to have
been India's second-string with her rafty
southpaw game. But has drifted away from
the top competition, partly due to the pan-
demic, but also from want of precise plan-
ning, given she continues at Guwahati,and is
barely on the circuit.

Rituparna Das, the elegant player with piti-
ful fitness, and the spirited Riya Mookherjee,
who have done the national level criss-cross-
ing, have not managed to make a mark inter-
nationally. And this India Open, is that one

chance to play the main draw, like their lives
depended on it, because rarely will a field be
so thinned that India's domestic players get a
shoo-in.

Aakarshi Kashyap, training as Sindhu's un-
derstudy at the Suchitraacademy, hasbeenin
good form in the ranking tourneys domesti-
cally. While Malvika Bansod and Samiya
Farooqui might be the most intriguing first-
round faceoff - with the awaited prize being,
facing Saina Nehwal, the original domineer.

Nehwal's fitness has massive persistent
question marks, but besides first round op-
ponent Tereza Svavikova, she gets an entire
quarter filled with young Indians gunning
for a win against her. Beating Saina Nehwal
will set them up for a season, should any of
themselves find the courage within to show
the original some healthy disrespect nicking
kill points off her.

For Sindhu though, the only two names
that can potentially challenge her are
Singaporean Yeo Jia Min in semis (beware of
the Loh Kean Yew effect) and Thai second seed
Busanan Ongbamrungphan in finals. But re-
ally,itis PV Sindhu's title to lose. Early pickings
inaseason that can start with a good workout
athome after all the near-misses and aggrava-
tionsof 2021. Atitleis atitle,and if Indiais open-
ing the season, then Sindhu might as well
pocket the first one in many months.

Latham, Boult
put NZ on course
for B'desh win

ASSOCIATED PRESS
CHRISTCHURCH, JANUARY 10

TOM LATHAM scored 252, Devon Conway
banked another century and Ross Taylor likely
played his last Test innings as New Zealand de-
clared at 521-6 on Monday before bowling out
Bangladesh for 126 on the second day of the
second cricket Test.

Trent Boult took 5-43, including his 300th
Test wicket to join Richard Hadlee, Daniel
Vettori and his new ball partner Tim Southee
among New Zealanders who have taken 300
wicketsin Tests. The milestone came in Boult's
75th Test at an average of 27.35, along with his
ninth five-wicket hauls in Tests.

“It definitely means a lot,” Boult said.

“I suppose as a team we're not about the
milestones but it definitely means a lot to join
anexclusive club, tough to getamembership.”
Latham declared New Zealand's first innings
halfway through the middle session on day
two at Christchurch, and Boult and Southee
raced through the Bangladesh top order to
leave the tourists' 11-4 in the seventh over —
challenging their Test low score of 43.

Latham took two catches at second slip
among those four early wickets to keep up his
outsized influence on the match whichrepre-
sented amassive shift in fortunes of the series
after Bangladesh shocked World Test
Champion New Zealand by winning the se-
ries-opener by eight wickets.

Latham's second double century in Tests
was a mammoth innings which began when
he lost the toss Sunday for the sixth time as
New Zealand's stand-in captain. It ended 552
minutes, or 5 1/2 sessions, later after Latham
had shared partnerships of 148 for the first
wicket with Will Young and 215 for the second
wicket with Conway.

BRIEF SCORES: Bangladesh 126 (Yasir 55,
Nurul 41, Boult 5-43, Southee 3-28) trail New
Zealand 521 for 6 dec (Latham 252, Conway
109, Blundell 57*, Shoriful 2-79) by 395 runs

Tom Latham scored his second double
century in Tests while Ross Taylor likely
played his last Test innings. AP
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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ACROSS
1 Shorts designed for hill
climbing? (6,4)
6 Composer drops in for a bit of
pork(4)
10 Times by the score (5)
11 It provides an easy let-down for
the dropouts (9)
12 Flag and sail hung incorrectly (8)
13 Well-equipped place for
caravans enroute (5)
15 Beasts retiring with broken toes
(7)
17 Some soldiers a philosopher
getsonwith (7)
19 Where pedestrians are in
danger in attacks (7)

DOWN

()

(5)

(8)

1 Scraps for horses (4)

2 Novel young American (3,6)

3 To be paid nothing to fly (5)
4They have no settled occupation

5 But for inflation it would never
have gone up (7)
7 Some time we hear is due to us

8 Requests put with an attempt at
jocularity (10)
9 Royalty’s own touch of honour

14 Fortuitous bit of scoring? (10)
16 The difference between
imports and exports (5,3)
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21 Persgn onthe mgke.? (7) 18 Emphatically not at home AREMN'T Yo | = CON'T Yo
22 Provide proper directions first (5) (3-3-3) =
24 State of California if left in 20 Laying off wholesale GOING TO USE i WANT THE
chaos(8) destruction (7) SLFPOET THEY
27 He can cut quite a figure in the 21 He looks after our cart when i
garden (9) damaged (7) B
28 Key material for instrument 23 They are defrauded of a penny
makers (5) infees(5)
29 Pay attention or bend over (4) 25 Prone to mendacity (5) i
30 Sums up the scrambled egg as 26 They see and show audible
great(10) approval (4)
Solutions Crossword 4633: Across: 1Reaches, 5 Hotel, 8 Daredevil, 9 Emu, 10 Reel,
12 Animated, 14 Retail, 15 Lovely, 17 Gardenia, 18 Stow, 21 0Out, 22 Abstainer,
24 Posed, 25 Derides. Down: 1Radar, 2 Air, 3 Hide, 5 Half-moon, 6 Treatment, 7 Laundry,
11 Enteritis, 13 Sixes and sevens, 14 Regroup, 16 Biased, 19 Worms, 20 Parr, 23 Nod. -

' RATHER HAVE THE
SLIFFPOET MY COFFEE

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

Mars, a planet whose
@ cycle regulates your

general affairs, is
interests, but in a rather
inefficient manner! You should
at the risk of taking the wrong
direction. It's much better to

two and a half year
now urging you to assert your
avoid pushing yourself forward
slow down and think more.

A TAURUS (Apr21 -May 21)
o 1‘; .‘l-_'.1|| .
b= Your mood will
L T T
change around early

afternoon. Your
relationships are
likely to be affected first,and
the chances are that you'll tend
to withdraw yourself from
people you were formerly
happy to mix with. Everyone
must recognise that you need
your privacy.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
You may have cut off
your nose to spite
your face, or turned
the clock backin one
important area. But, then, that
may not be abad thing. Who
knows? You might actually
have avoided a whole heap of
trouble by bailing out of a
commitment. A friend may
need reassurance, though.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
You are showing a
strong tendency to
over-work. You may
also be feeling under
the weather, perhaps as a result
of past strain. On the other
hand, your general stellar and
celestial influences today are
positive and you could
therefore do much to remedy
the situation.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Your current
planetary patterns
seem to be making
you more energetic
and self-confident. If you have
any role models, they should be

- found amongst children and
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LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
It's clear that you
can't carry on
forever in the same
old groove, and you

must be prepared to cut outa

great deal of dead wood if you
are to get your point across.

Others must be able to see that

you are not hung up by beliefs

which are nothing if not
irrelevant.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
There are anumber
of adverse planetary
patterns, but it
would be a mistake

to imagine that life must be

difficult. When challenging
events accumulate, it is possible
to search for, and find, the grain
of gold which can transform
your future. Make your own
success.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec22)
Everything depends
on what you expect.
If you continue to
believe that other

people will let you down then

they probably will. However,
one way to deal with personal
squabbles might be to recognise
others' independence, just as
you insist that they respect
yours.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Any current
restlessness is likely
tobe born out of
frustration. The way

to live positively at the present

is to be thoroughly self-
sacrificing and utterly
charitable in all your dealings
with your fellow humans. Mind
you, if you are going to abandon
your own interests, make sure
youdoit for a deserving cause.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
There are still far too
many uncertainties
and loose ends, but
thatis often the way

you like it, so don't complain.

Memory is a funny thing and, if

you look back to a time when

life was more secure, you are
almost certainly deluding
yourself. You have as much in

your favour now as you did

then.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

Ifyou are precise and
painstaking in your
dealings with loved
ones, you will escape
any blame for anything that
goes wrong on the emotional
level. However, the odd
breakage around the house is
almost inevitable, so lock your
valuables away! And try to
soothe angry friends.

New Delhi
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Whether or not | agree with Djokovic on some things,
justice has spoken and has said that he has theright to
participate in the Australian Open and | thinkit is the
fairest decision to do so, if it has been resolved that
way... Ona personal level, I'd much rather he didn't play.”

RAFAEL NADAL, 20-TIME GRAND SLAM CHAMP, CALLED DJOKOVIC'S
COVID-19 VACCINATION CONTROVERSY IN AUSTRALIA "A CIRCUS "

Djokovic takes first set vs Australia

World No. 1 wins court battle to move out of detention, government eyeing another move to deport him

RODMCGUIRK & MARK D.BAKER
JANUARY 10

NOVAK DJOKOVIC returned to the tennis
court Monday for training, having won a le-
gal battle to stay in Australia and play in the
Australian Open after his exemption from
strict coronavirus vaccine rules was ques-
tioned. But the government is still threaten-
ing to cancel his visa and deport him.

Federal Circuit Court Judge Anthony
Kelly reinstated Djokovic’s visa, which was
pulled after his arrival last week because of-
ficials said he didn’t qualify for an exemp-
tion to a rule that all non-citizens be fully
vaccinated. Djokovic’s lawyers say that
since he recently recovered from COVID-19,
he didn’t need to be inoculated, and court
documents say he is not.

The judge ruled the No. 1 player had not
been given enough time to speak to his
lawyers before the decision was made and
ordered the government to release him from
aMelbourne quarantine hotel where he has
spent the last four nights. But government
lawyer Christopher Tran told the judge that
the immigration minister “will consider
whether to exercise a personal power of can-
cellation.”

That would mean that the nine-time
Australian Open winner could again face de-
portation and could miss the tournament,
which starts on Jan. 17.1t could also bar him
from the country for three years.

The back and forth has gripped the world
and caused a furor in Australia, where many
initially decried the news that Djokovic, who
has been a vocal skeptic of vaccines, had re-
ceived an exemption to strict rules to com-
pete in Melbourne. Many felt the star was be-
ing given special treatment since Australians
who aren’t vaccinated face tough travel and
quarantine restrictions. Melbourne, in par-
ticular, has faced severe restrictions and is
one of the world’s most locked down cities.

But when border police then blocked the
34-year-old on arrival, others cried foul, say-
ing he was being scapegoated by an
Australian government facing criticism forits
recent handling of the pandemic. The tennis
star’s brother, Djordje Djokovic, told televi-
sion network Prvain Belgrade, Serbia: “Thisis
definitely politics, all this was politics.”

Prime Minister Scott Morrison’s conser-
vative government is seeking re-election for
afourth term in polls due by May.

While his government was widely
praised for containing the nation’s COVID-
19 death toll at the start of the pandemic, he
has recently loosened some rules, just as
omicron cases have beenrapidly surging. He
has been criticized for that strategy as well
as for shortages of rapid antigen tests and for
refusing to make the tests available to all for
free.

Minister Andrews did not immediately
responded to a request for comment. But a
spokesperson for Alex Hawke, minister for
immigration, citizenship, migrant services
and multicultural affairs, acknowledged the
court’s decision, adding the minister’s per-
sonal discretion remains in play.

Still, at a news conference in Belgrade,
Serbia, Djokovic’s family declared victory.

“This is his greatest victory, greater than
all the Grand Slams that he has won,” his
mother, Dijana Djokovic, said. AP

Cooch Behar knockouts
postponed after
Covid outbreak

New Delhi: A day after The Indian Express re-
ported around 60 positive cases of Covid-19
among players, support staff and others in-
volved in the upcoming Under-19 Cooch Behar
Trophy knockout stage matches, the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) announced
its postponement. The eight teams to have
qualified for the Cooch Behar Trophy knock-
outs are Mumbai, Maharashtra, Vidarbha,
Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Haryana
and Bengal. They were scheduled to play four-
day knockout games in Pune starting Tuesday.
Among the persons found infected, 30 are
players, nine support staff, and the rest
groundsmen and match officials designated
for the tournament. ENS

Hardik set to lead new
Ahmedabad franchise

New Delhi: The CVC-owned Ahmedabad
franchise will be appointing senior India all-
rounder Hardik Pandya as captain for its
maiden season in the Indian Premier League,
for which it has got the all-clear from the
BCCI. One of the world's leading venture cap-
italists, who bought the Ahmedabad IPL
team for INR 5,625 crore, the owners had to
wait longer for the BCCI to give them the
Letter of Intent as legal vetting was required.
The delay in getting the green light was due
to CVC's investments in betting firms in
Europe and although they have no such op-
erations in India where betting is illegal, the
country's cricket board wanted to be sure
about the legal ramifications before giving
them the go-ahead. PTI
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Hundreds of fans gathered on Monday outside Novak Djokovic’s lawyers’ office in Melbourne, chanting ‘Free Nole’. AP
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THE VERDICT

The ruling voided the government's
decision to cancel Djokovic’s visa.
Furthermore, judge Anthony Kelly
ordered the government to pay
Djokovic's costs as agreed or assessed,
to “take all necessary steps” to
immediately release Djokovic from
detention, and return Djokovic's
passport and all other personal effects
to him.

THE REASONING

According to judge Kelly, Djokovic
had not been given sufficient notice of
his visa cancellation or enough time by
the government to prepare materials.

The government lawyers conceded
that the decision to proceed with
interviewing Djokovic in the early
hours of Thursday and cancel his visa
before he could contact Tennis Australia
or his lawyers was unreasonable.

On Thursday, Djokovic was told at
5:20 am that he had until 8:30 am to
respond to a notice of intention to
cancel his visa. His comments, however,
were sought instead at 6:14 am and his
visa was cancelled just over an hour
later. Kelly also said that the status of
Djokovic’s medical exemption
“preoccupied” him, describing itas a

‘What more could this man have done?’

The verdict, reasoning and the possible aftermath of the ruling which released Djokovic from detention

RETURN TO TRAINING

Late Monday night, Djokovic
tweeted out a photo that showed
him, coach Goran Ivanisevic and
the rest of his team standing on
one of the main show courts of
the tournament. He was already
back to training, his brother told
reporters in Serbia.

“I'm pleased and grateful that
the Judge overturned my visa
cancellation. Despite all that has
happened, I want to stay and try
to compete @AustralianOpen,”
Djokovic said in the post.

“relatively significant fact” that
Djokovic had obtained an exemption
from “a professor and eminently
qualified physician”, further approved
by anindependent expert panel
established by the Victorian state
government.

“The point I'm somewhat agitated
about is: what more could this man
(Djokovic) have done?” Kelly said.

THE IMPLICATION
After the ruling, government
barrister Christopher Tran said that the

Minister for Immigration, Citizenship,
Migrant Services and Multicultural
Affairs would consider "whether to
exercise a personal power of
cancellation."

Hawke —who in December 2020
threatened to deport backpackers ata
Sydney beach party — was said to be
“considering the matter” and can
personally decide to cancel the visa on
new grounds. That again could prompt
a court hearing as Djokovic would face
being banned from Australia for three
years. ENS

Golfers Lahiri, Aditi;
equestrian Mirza
includedin TOPS

New Delhi: Golfers Anirban Lahiri, Aditi Ashok
and Diksha Dagar, Olympian equestrian
Fouaad Mirza and alpine skiier Mohammed
Arif Khan were among 10 athletes who have
beenrecently included in the Sports Ministry's
Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS). While
Lahiri, Aditi, Diksha, Mirza and Khan were in-
cluded in the core group, golfers Shubhankar
Sharma and Tvesa Malik and judokas Yash
Ghangas, Unnati Sharma and Linthoi
Chanambam have been placed in the devel-
opment group. According to a statement is-
sued by the Sports Authority of India (SAI), af-
ter these additions the total number of athletes
under TOPS rose to 301. PTI

Barty pulls out of Sydney

event ahead of Aus Open

Sydney: World number one Ash Barty pulled
out of the Sydney Tennis Classic on Monday
to give her time to recover for the Australian
Open, which starts next week. Barty won the
Adelaide International singles title on Sunday
with a 6-3 6-2 victory over Elena Rybakina
before partnering Storm Sanders to the dou-
blestitle. “I'm sorry I won't get the chance to
play in front of the Sydney fans this year, I
hope to see you all again soon. I wish the
players and the tournament team all the best
for the week ahead," Barty said in a state-
ment. Meanwhile, Nick Kyrgios said on
Monday that he had pulled out of the Sydney
Tennis Classic after testing positive for
COVID-19, but hoped to be at the Australian
Open next week "if all goes well".

REUTERS

Unfazed India bid to
conquer S. Africa’s
Newlands citadel

SANDIP G
JANUARY 10

THE SERIES-DECIDER in Cape Town is replete
with symbols. It’s where, four years ago, Virat
Kohliembarked on world conquest; it's where
Jasprit Bumrah made his Test debut four years
ago; it's where India have twice come close to
securing their first series win in South Africa.
Should they achieveit this time — the only out-
post of the cricketing globe they have never
conquered — it could end up defining Captain
Kohli and his generation. But should they lose,
the series could signal the end of an era.
Conversely, if South Africa sustain their turn-
around after losing the first Test, it could herald
amuch-needed resurgence.

Thereisasense of heightened anticipation.
South Africa’s tenacity has breathed life into
what was forecast as a one-sided series, more
so after the visitors steamrolled the hosts in
the first Test. South Africa suddenly seem buoy-
ant; they have shed anxiety and fear. “We have
agreatrecord here. We are looking forward to
it. South Africa’s pacers have always enjoyed
themselves here,” skipper Dean Elgar said be-
fore the match.

The record attests: South Africa have lost
only five of their 34 games here since readmis-
sion. The extrabounce the surface abets as well
asthe lateral movement it provides in the first
session turbocharged their pacers of the pastas
well as the contemporary inheritor of their
mantle, Kagiso Rabada. Against India, they
have been invulnerable here — beating them
in three of the five duels. Only Australia (four
times) and England (once) have managed to
beat them here in 29years. Thatinitself would
be enough to raise home spirits.

But fortresses no longer daunt India. They
have breached a few over the last six years,
from Galle at the tip of the Indian Ocean to
Brisbane, a few miles off the Coral Sea, from
Kingston on the banks of the Caribbean Sea to
Centurion on the banks of the Hennops River.
Rather, the sight of citadels has only reinvigo-
rated Kohli, who would be returning to helm
the side at an arm-stretch of destiny.

Fond memories

It's not like Cape Town has been utterly un-
kind toIndia’s cricketers of the past either. India
have had their moments here,and each of their
expeditions has produced animmortal mem-
ory or two. Javagal Srinath was adjudged man
of the match in India’s first-ever tour to South
Africa; Sachin Tendulkar penned two of his
majestic hundreds here (169 in 1997 and 146
in 2011, his last in Tests, besides averaging
81.50); Mohammad Azharuddin stroked a glo-
rious hundred too, as did Wasim Jaffer.
Harbhajan Singh and S Sreesanth once put
India within touching distance of a series win,
but for the dourness of Jacques Kallis.
Harbhajan’s seven-wicket haul (7 for 120) is
still the best bowling figures by a bowler here
since South Africa’s reintegration. In fact, fin-
ger-spinners have enjoyed bowling here —
Saeed Ajmal and Paul Harris too have six-fors.

On his YouTube channel, Harbhajan ex-
horted Kohli to pick two spinners. “Every time
Ihave played here, my best analysis have come
atthisvenue.I picked up seven wicketsinanin-
nings in Cape Town. Even other spinners have

India captain Virat Kohli has recovered
and will play the final Test. BCCr

performed well. So India too should field two
spinners at this venue,” he remarked.

India picking two spinners is highly doubt-
ful, butRavichandran Ashwin could beamore
influential figure here. He has been largely pe-
ripheral — bowling only 43.4 overs across four
innings — as both Wanderers and SuperSport
Park overwhelmingly allied with seamers.
Newlands would no doubt assist them again,
but the extra bounce and dryness could ben-
efit Ashwin. Whereas he was deployed asa de-
fensive option — Kohli duly pointed out his
containing job in the second innings at
Wanderers, where inal0-over spell he leaked
only 19 runs — Newlands could presenta more
colourful palette for his attacking brushstrokes.

Track record

The bounce here is different — less spongy;,
more linear and truer. Itimplies that batsmen
could play more freely once they bed in. Little
surprise then that the top two highest scores
ever at this venue have been essayed by over-
seas batsmen — Stephen Fleming (262) and
Ben Stokes (258).

Though there have been bizarre days when
teams have lost wickets in clusters — like 18
wickets Indiaand South Africaloston Day4in
2018 — Newlands has a reputation of being
kinder to visiting batsmen. Not to be miscon-
strued as a flat track — fast bowlers are the ex-
pected protagonists, as there would be some
lingering lateral movement throughout the
day and some extrazipif they bend their backs.
Areason full-length bowlers enjoy the condi-
tion more than back-of-length prowlers.

Shoulditlive uptoits history, there would-
n'tbe abetter venue for the out-of-runs trio of
Cheteshwar Pujara, Kohli and Ajinkya Rahane
to rediscover run-making touch. Both Pujara
and Rahane showed signs of revival in the sec-
ond innings at the Wanderers before ared-hot
spell from Rabada, while Kohli said he was “at
peace with how I'm playing”.

Kohli and Co would do well to summon
history to discover solace and confidence in
their bid to make history themselves.

LIVE: South Africa vs India 3rd Test from
1:30pm on Star network and Hotstar

Roots in Punjab, blooming in England, Australia

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

ONE IS a teacher in the UK, the other a cab
driver in Australia. Both are immigrants from
Punjab with a dream that is now becoming
real. Their sons are taking the first big step in
cricket at the U-19 World Cup starting in the
West Indies this week.

Gurj Singh Landa's son Fateh Singh is an
all-rounder for England, and Baljit Singh's
son Harkirat Bajwa s a “mystery spinner” for
Australia. And the team lists that feature their
names is the answer to every challenge that
Fateh and Harkirat had to surmount on this
journey so far.

Fateh's grandfather moved to Patiala
from Lahore during Partition, leaving “every-
thing” behind, and his family shifted to the
UKin 1965. Seven years ago, the 17-year-old
developed Alopecia, an autoimmune disor-
der that led to complete hair loss. A few
months later, he saw his mother Jaswinder
Kaur being shifted to a nursing home.

“Fateh has experienced a lot of difficulties
over the last couple of years,” Gurj Singh told
The Indian Express over phone from
Nottinghamshire. “His mum has become dis-
abled because of complications with her dia-
betes and lives in a nursing home. He has
Alopecia. And all that has happened over the
pastfewyears.It's very difficult for him... Cricket
has helped him gain a lot of confidence. He’s a
very talented cricketer and I'm very proud of
him,” Gurj, a high school teacher, said.

Harkirat was seven when his family
moved to Melbourne from Mohali. “Both my
brothers live in Australia. Since we are a joint
family, we decided to move, too,” Harkirat's
father Baljit told The Indian Express over
phone from Melbourne. “I would not say it
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Teacher Gurj Singh Landa’s son Fateh Singh (left) is an all-rounder for England, and
cab driver Baljit Singh’s son Harkirat Bajwa is a “mystery spinner” for Australia. Express

was a smooth transition for Harkirat as he
took some time to settle down.”

Apart from their roots, the other similarity
between Fateh and Harkirat is their admira-
tion for Indian spinners R Ashwin and Ravindra
Jadeja. Fateh, who bowls left-arm spin, idolises
Jadeja. Harkirat, a right-arm offspinner, is an
Ashwin fan. In 2017, Fateh won a Champions
Trophy prize draw ticket for the India-Pakistan
game and, along with his father; got the chance
to see his hero in person for the first time.

“I'would say he has developed his game
on Ravindra Jadeja. He is a very economical
bowler, hardly gives anything away. A solid
power-hitter and a gun fielder. In the England
cricket circuit, they call him England’s Jadeja
because of all these attributes,” said Gurj.

While Harkirat’s friends call him
‘Melbourne’s Turbanator,’ the 17-year-old is
fascinated by Ashwin. “Look, any Sikh boy
bowling spin will be compared to Harbhajan
Singh. In Australia, Harbhajan has a great fan
following. But Harkirat likes Ashwin a lot.
Watching Ashwin’s videos is his favourite
pastime,” said Baljit.

By their own admission, Baljit and Gurj
never thought that their sons would get se-
lected for their countries so soon.

“His career graph has surprised me. He has
even signed a professional contract with
Nottinghamshire,” said Gurj. Fateh featured
regularly for the Nottinghamshire Second XI
in 2021 and made his first-team debut in the
Royal London Cup 50-over competition, mak-

Apart from their roots, the other
similarity between Fateh and
Harkirat is their admiration for
Indian spinners R Ashwin and
Ravindra Jadeja. Fateh, who
bowls left-arm spin, idolises
Jadeja. Harkirat, a right-arm
offspinner, is an Ashwin fan.

ing three List A appearances for his club. He
was also named Academy Player of the yearin
2021 for taking 32 wickets from 13 matches
forthe U-18sand averaging 25.89 with the bat.

Harkirat, Australia’s youngest player in
the U-19 World Cup, has also had a rapid rise.

“He debuted in the top grade this season
only. He claimed 14 wickets from six matches
at an average of 13.93, and immediately
caught the selectors’ attention,” said Baljit.

“During the Women'’s T20 World Cup,
Harkirat was a net bowler. His prowess im-
pressed then India coach WV Raman (for-
mer India opener and ex-India women'’s
team head coach),” Baljit said, adding that he
will never forget Raman'’s prediction about
his son. “Raman sir told me that your son will
get the Baggy Green by 2023.1was shocked,
but how can one argue with someone with
such a fine cricketing brain.”

According to the team lists, there are sev-
eral others with a Punjab connection at the
World Cup. They include Canada’s Anoop
Chima, Gurnek Johal Singh, Harjap Saini,
Parmveer Kharoud and Ramanvir Dhaliwal;
UAE'’s Shival Bawa; and of course, India's own
Harnoor Singh Pannu from Jalandhar and Raj
Angad Bawa from Chandigarh. In all, they vir-
tually make a global Punjab XI.
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