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LX.¦F. ´F¹FFÊ½FSX¯F ÀFaSXÃF¯F ¸FaOXÕX,
´F¹FFÊ½FFÀF ·F½F³F, ³FF±FÊ ¶ÕXFGIY, ÀFZ¢MXSX-19,

³F½FF SXF¹F´FbSX, AMXÕX ³F¦FSX, dªFÕXF-SXF¹F´FbSX (LX.¦F.) 492002

·FFSX°F ÀFSXIYFSX, ´F¹FFÊ½FSX¯F ½F³F E½Fa ªFÕX½FF¹Fb ´FdSX½F°FÊ³F ¸FaÂFFÕX¹F, ³FBÊ dQne IYe Ad²FÀFc¨F³FF dQ³FFaIY
14.09.2006 (¹F±FF ÀFa¾Fûd²F°F) IZY °FWX°F ÀF½FÊ ÀFa¶Fad²F°FûÔ IYû ÀFcd¨F°F dIY¹FF ªFF°FF W`X dIY ¦FiF¸F-¦FbPZXÞÕXe ¢ÕXÀMXSX
ÕXFBȨ̂ F ÀMXû³F ¸FFBÊ³F, °FWXÀFeÕX-ÀFFSaX¦FPÞX, dªFÕXF-SXF¹F¦FPÞX (LX.¦F.) ¸FZÔ dÀ±F°F IbYÕX 03 ¨Fb³FF ´F°±FSX JQF³FûÔ (1)
¸FZÀFÀFÊ ªF¦FQ¸¶FF À´FaªF ´FiFBÊ½FZMX dÕXd¸FMZXOX, ´Fiû.-ßFe d¾F½F IbY¸FFSX A¦Fi½FFÕX (¦FbPÞZXÕXe ÕXFBÊ¸F ÀMXû³F ¸FFBÊd³Fa¦F ´FiûªFZ¢MX),
JÀFSXF IiY¸FFaIY 479, 469/2§F E½Fa A³¹F 19 JÀFSmX, SXIY¶FF-2.926 WZX¢MZX¹FSX, CX°J³F³F ÃF¸F°FF-
1,10,829.38 MX³F ´Fid°F½F¿FÊ, ¦FiF¸F-¦FbPZÞXÕXe, °FWXÀFeÕX-ÀFFSaX¦FPÞX, dªFÕXF-SXF¹F¦FPÞX (LX.¦F.) (2) ¸FZÀFÀFÊ d³Fd°F³F
dÀFa§FÕX, (¦FbPZÞXÕXe ÕXFBȨ̂ F ÀMXû³F ¸FFBÊ³F), JÀFSXF IiY¸FFaIY 481/4, 481/5IY E½Fa A³¹F 20 JÀFSmX, SXIY¶FF-
3.113 WZX¢MZX¹FSX, CX°J³F³F ÃF¸F°FF- 1,55,061.25 MX³F ´Fid°F½F¿FÊ, ¦FiF¸F-¦FbPZÞXÕXe, °FWXÀFeÕX-ÀFFSaX¦FPÞX, dªFÕXF-
SXF¹F¦FPXÞ (LX.¦F.) (3) ¸FZÀFÀFÊ ßFe¸F°Fe °FbÕXÀFe ¶FÀFa°F, (¦FbPZÞXÕXe ÕXFBÊ¸F ÀMXû³F ¸FFBÊ³F), JÀFSXF IiY¸FFaIY 463/2,
463/3, 463/5, 463/6, 470/1, 470/2 E½Fa 470/3, SXIY¶FF-2.836 WZX¢MZX¹FSX, CX°J³F³F ÃF¸F°FF-
1,70,038 MX³F ´Fid°F½F¿FÊ, ¦FiF¸F-¦FbPZÞXÕXe, °FWXÀFeÕX-ÀFFSaX¦FPÞX, dªFÕXF-SXF¹F¦FPÞX (LX.¦F.) IYe À±FF´F³FF IZY dÕXE
´F¹FFÊ½FSX¯Fe¹F À½FeIÈYd°F WZX°Fb ÕXûIY ÀFb³F½FFBÊ ¶FF¶F°F LX.¦F. ´F¹FFÊ½FSX¯F ÀFaSXÃF¯F ¸FaOXÕX ¸FZÔ AF½FZQ³F dIY¹FF ¦F¹FF W`XÜ CXöY
´FdSX¹FûªF³FF IZY ÀFa¶Fa²F ¸FZÔ AF´FdØF/ÀFbÓFF½F/d½F¨FFSX/MXeIYF-dMX´´F¯Fe, BÀF ÀFc¨F³FF IZY ªFFSXe WXû³FZ IZY dQ³FFaIY ÀFZ 30
dQ½FÀF IZY AaQSX ÃFZÂFe¹F Ad²FIYFSXe, LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX ´F¹FFÊ½FSX¯F ÀFaSXÃF¯F ¸FaOXÕX, MXe.½WXe. MXFG½FSX SXûOX, SXF¹F¦FPÞX IZY
IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ¸FZÔ ¸FüdJIY A±F½FF dÕXdJ°F ÷Y´F ÀFZ IYF¹FFÊÕX¹Fe³F ÀF¸F¹F ¸FZÔ ´FiÀ°Fb°F IYe ªFF ÀFIY°Fe WX`Ü BÀF ´FdSX¹FûªF³FF
IZY dÕXE ÕXûIY ÀFb³F½FFBÊ dQ³FFaIY 30.10.2021, dQ³F-¾Fd³F½FFSXX, ÀF¸F¹F ´FiF°F: 11:00 ¶FªFZ, À±FÕX-ÀFZ½FF
ÀFWXIYFSXe ÀFd¸F°Fe IYF ¸F`QF³F, ¦FbPZÞXÕXe, ¦FiF¸F-¦FbPZÞXÕXe, °FWXÀFeÕX-ÀFFSaX¦FPÞX, dªFÕXF-SXF¹F¦FPÞX (LX.¦F.) d³F¹F°F IYe
¦FBÊ W`XÜ ¹FWX ·Fe ÀFcd¨F°F WXû dIY ÕXûIY ÀFb³F½FFBÊ IZY QüSXF³F ·FFSX°F ÀFSXIYFSX, ´F¹FFÊ½FSX¯F ½F³F E½Fa ªFÕX½FF¹Fb ´FdSX½F°FÊ³F
¸FaÂFFÕX¹F, ³FBÊ dQne IZY AFGdRYÀF ¸FZ̧ FûSmX¯OX¸F F.No.22-25/2020-IA.III dQ³FFaIY 14.09.2020 °F±FF
IYûSXû³FF ½FF¹FSXÀF IZY d³F¹FaÂF¯F E½Fa SXûIY±FF¸F WZX°Fb ¾FFÀF³F õFSXF ªFFSXe ÀF¸FÀ°F dQ¾FF-d³FQZÊ¾FûÔ IYF AÃFSX¾F: ´FFÕX³F
IYSXF¹FF ªFF³FF Ad³F½FF¹FÊ WXû¦FFÜ

BÊ.AFBÊ.E. Ad²FÀFc¨F³FF dQ³FFaIY 14 dÀF°Fa¶FSX 2006 (¹F±FF ÀFa¾Fûd²F°F) IZY A³FbÀFFSX, ÀFa¶Fad²F°F ½¹FdöY¹FûÔ
IZY A½FÕXûIY³F/´FNX³F WZX°Fb OÑXFµMX BÊ.AFBÊ.E. dSX´FûMÊX Aa¦FZiªFe ·FF¿FF ¸FZÔ E½Fa BÀFIYe ÀFadÃF´°F ÀFFSX dSX´FûMÊX dWX³Qe E½Fa
Aa¦FiZªFe °F±FF ÀFe.OXe. (ÀFFGµMX IYFǴ Fe) IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F IYÕZX¢MXSX SXF¹F¦FPÞX, IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ¸Fb£¹F IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad²FIYFSXe,
dªFÕXF ´Fa¨FF¹F°F SXF¹F¦FPÞX, IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ¸FWXF´Fi¶Fa²FIY, dªFÕXF ½¹FF´FFSX E½Fa CXôFû¦F IZY³ýi SXF¹F¦FPÞX, IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F A³Fbd½F·FF¦Fe¹F
Ad²FIYFSXe (SXFªFÀ½F), ÀFFSaX¦FPÞX dªFÕXF-SXF¹F¦FPÞX, ÃFZÂFe¹F IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F, LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX ´F¹FFÊ½FSX¯F ÀFaSXÃF¯F ¸FaOXÕX MXe.½WXe.
MXFG½FS XSXûOX SXF¹F¦FPÞX, IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ¸Fb£¹F IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad²FIYFSXe ªF³F´FQ ´Fa¨FF¹F°F, ÀFFSaX¦FPÞX, dªFÕXF-SXF¹F¦FPÞX,
ÀFSX´Fä F/ÀFd¨F½F IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ¦FiF¸F ´Fa¨FF¹F°F-¦FbPZÞXÕXe, NXFIbYSXdQ¹FF, IYd´FÀQF (A), ¶FaªFFSXe, ªFZ½FSXF, dWX¨LXF,
A¸FÕXeOXe´FF, ²FüSXF·FFNXF, dMX¸FSXÕX¦FF, °FWXÀFeÕX-ÀFFSaX¦FPÞX, dªFÕXF-SXF¹F¦FPÞX, OXF¹FSmX¢MXSX ´F¹FFÊ½FSX¯F, ½F³F E½Fa ªFÕX½FF¹Fb
´FdSX½F°FÊ³F ¸FaÂFFÕX¹F, BadQSXF ´F¹FFÊ½FSX¯F ·F½F³F, ªFûSX ¶FF¦F SXûOX, ³FBÊ dQne, EIYeIÈY°F ÃFZÂFe¹F IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F, ´F¹FFÊ½FSX¯F ½F³F
E½Fa ªFÕX½FF¹Fb ´FdSX½F°FÊ³F ¸FaÂFFÕX¹F ASX¯¹F ·F½F³F, ³FF±FÊ ¶ÕXFGIY, ÀFZ¢MXSX-19, ³F½FF SXF¹F´FbSX E½Fa ¸Fb£¹FFÕX¹F, LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX
´F¹FFÊ½FSX¯F ÀFaSXÃF¯F ¸F¯OXÕX, ´F¹FFÊ½FFÀF ·F½F³F, ³FF±FÊ ¶ÕXFGIY, ÀFZ¢MXSX-19, ³F½FF SXF¹F´FbSX (LX.¦F.) ¸FZÔ SXJe WbXBÊ W`XÜ

ÀFQÀ¹F ÀFd¨F½F
LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX ´F¹FFÊ½FSX¯F ÀFaSXÃF¯F ¸FaOXÕX,

1108 ³F½FF SXF¹F´FbSX, AMXÕX ³F¦FSX, dªFÕXF-SXF¹F´FbSX

ÀF½FÊÀFa¶Fad²F°FûÔ IYû ÀFc¨F³FF

ADVERTORIAL

Renowned  Cardiac  Surgeon  Dr  Naresh
Trehan - Medanta explains how the virus
affects heart patients and answers some

of the most frequently asked questions:
Does Coronavirus affect Heart

patients  more  severely?  Are  they
more  vulnerable  to  catching  the
Virus?

Compared with a Healthy Heart peo-
ple with Heart conditions are at a greater
risk of getting very sick (or dying) because
of Coronavirus disease. Of these Heart con-
ditions, some are at even higher risk, these
include:

1. Heart failure 2. Heart transplant
3. Complex Adult congenital heart dis-

ease 4. Blockage of arteries and those with
Angina 5. High pressure in arteries of the
Lung (Pulmonary artery Hypertension) 6.
Heart Rhythm irregularities 7. People who
have been hospitalized with heart disease
in the past 6 months

What  kind  of  Lifestyle  should
Heart  patients  follow?  Especially
during the pandemic?

Remain  Physically  active  and  avoid
sitting for prolonged hours at your desk to
prevent heart diseases, take regular breaks
and avoid sitting more than 10 hours a day
at your desk.

Avoid stress and negative thoughts
that have been experienced due to a multi-
tude of problems in the Pandemic period,
such as isolation due to Lockdown, work-
from-home conditions. It is important to
stay calm and be positive. Yoga and relax-
ation techniques along with deep breath-
ing/pranayama can help maintain balance.

Retain  communication  with  Family
and Friends. Maintain stock of all your reg-
ular medications and take them on a regu-
lar  basis  as  prescribed. Measure  your
weight daily and remain as close to your
ideal  body  weight  (between18-5-24.9).
This helps you to keep your diet in control.

How can one reduce the risk and
prevent heart diseases?

Follow the Simple 7:
1. Manage Blood pressure 2. Control

Cholesterol 3. Reduce Blood sugar 4. Stay
Active 5. Eat better 6. Lose Weight 7. Stop
Smoking

With  the  ongoing  Pandemic,
what  are  the  guidelines  that  you
wish to give to Heart patients?

1. Do everything possible to avoid ex-
posure to the coronavirus, and follow ex-
pert  advice  after  vaccination. Staying
home  and  away  from  other  people  you
don’t live with is critically important — es-
pecially if you are in your 60s or older.

2. Remain focused on the safety ba-2. Remain focused on the safety ba-2. Remain focused on the safety ba-
sics: wearing a mask when you’re out,

hand-washing with soap and water for at
least  20  seconds, not  touching  surfaces
and cleaning surfaces diligently.

3. People with heart disease and car-
diovascular risk factors to get vaccinated
as soon as possible.

4. Stay  in  contact  with  your  health
care team, eat well, be physically active
and  take  all  your  medications  as  pre-
scribed, including ACE inhibitors and ARBs.
(Make sure you have at least a 30-day sup-
ply of each of your medicines for heart dis-
ease.) If you aren’t already doing so, make
note of your symptoms each day so you
can better manage your condition

5. Remember to take your medications
as prescribed, stay in contact with your
health care team, and be sure to eat well
and be physically active.

6. Stay  well  connected  with  Family
and friends through Phone and Video calls
and avoid getting socially isolated

7. And be sure to seek emergency help
right away if needed.

What should caregivers keep in
mind while taking care of Heart pa-
tients during the Ongoing COVID 19
Pandemic?

Cardiac patients are at higher risk of
complications if they get infected with the
Coronavirus. This makes the role of care-
taker complicated — especially when we
are expected to live with coronavirus for
some time to come. Helping a loved one is
an incredibly rewarding experience but it
comes with challenges.

1. About 25% of people who are in-
fected  with  coronavirus  show  no  symp-
toms but are still contagious. While as a
caregiver you may feel fine, it is still possi-
ble to infect the vulnerable cardiac patient.ble to infect the vulnerable cardiac patient.ble to infect the vulnerable cardiac patient.

2. Observe utmost care from exposing

yourself to risk of infection from outside.
3. Taking extra precautions of mask-

ing, distancing  and  hand  sanitization
while handling a cardiac patient.

4. Keep  adequate  stock  of  regular
medications, medical  supplies  and
healthy foods.

5. Make sure to understand your pa-
tient’s cardiac status and associated con-
ditions, medication  information  and
schedule, doctors' phone numbers,

6. If symptoms of COVID-19 appear
(e.g., Fever, dry cough and Shortness of
breath) seek help from the local doctor
for advice

7. Head to your nearest emergency
room  severe  COVID-19  symptoms  ap-
pear. These include - severe shortness of

breath, low  blood  pressure, increased
heart rate (Pulse rate above 100 bpm), de-
hydration, profound weakness, high fever.

8. Designate a backup caregiver
What  are  the  challenges  in

treating  COVID-19  patients  with
heart disease?

1. There can be a delay in the diagnosis
of  heart  attacks  (Acute  coronary  syn-
dromes) because the symptoms of eleva-
tion of blood markers (Troponins) and even
ECG  may  show  abnormalities  during
COVID due to myocarditis.

2. Patients with CAD will be at an in-
creased risk of Plaque rupture because of
virally induced systemic inflammation.

3. There are pro-coagulant effects of
systemic inflammation that may increase
the likelihood of clotting in stents leading
to higher chances of repeat attacks.

4. In confirmed Covid 19 patients with
low-risk heart attacks, Clot busters should
be used and Cardiac Catheterization used
only as Rescue PCI.

5. Dedicated  Infrastructure  and
processes are needed for the management
of COVID in ACS

6. Need dedicated Cardiac units with
more  than  one  Cath  Lab. One  of  them
needs to be dedicated to the management
of suspected or confirmed COVID 19 cases
with acute coronary syndromes.

7. Many drugs used to treat COVID-
19 can have adverse cardiovascular ef-
fects. Commonly used Azithromycin and
HCQS can lead to QT interval prolonga-
tion making people vulnerable to sudden
cardiac  death. Lopinavir-Ritonavir  can
lead to heart blocks. Tocilizumab can lead
to hypertension.

Dr Naresh Trehan
Chairman and Managing Director,
Medanta- The Medicity, Gurgaon

COVID-19 and Heart Patients - FAQs
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SHRI VISHWAKARMA SKILL UNIVERSITY
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Transit office: Plot No. 147, Sector-44, Gurugram, Haryana-122003,
E-mail: admissions@svsu.ac.in , Contact No. 0124-2746800, 2746843

Ref.No. SVSU/2021/DAA/171 Date: 28th September 2021

ON THE SPOT ADMISSION
(Opportunity for the Limited Vacant Seats)

Shri Vishwakarma Skill University conduct “On the
Spot Admission” under the industry integrated model
for the Academic Session 2021-22.

Sr. Programmes Date of Counselling
No.

1 D. Voc. Industrial Electronics 30th September 2021

2 B.Voc. Mechanical Manufacturing 30th September 2021

3 B.Voc. Mechatronics 30th September 2021

4 B.Voc. Production Tool and 30th September 2021
Die Manufacturing

5 B.Voc. Robotics and Automation 30th September 2021

6 B.Voc. Management-BPM and Analytics 30th September 2021

7 B.Voc. Management-Financial Services 30th September 2021

8 Diploma Music (Folk Art - Banchari) 30th September 2021

9 B. Voc. Public Services 30th September 2021

10 B. Voc. Agriculture 30th September 2021

11 BBA Retail Management 1st October 2021

12 D. Voc. Mechanical Manufacturing 7th October 2021

For detailed information about eligibility criteria,
reservation admission process/procedure, please visit
University website www.svsu.ac.in & Students can
also contact 9606095464, 8708568908 & Toll Free No.
18001800147.
NOTE:
1. Reporting Time: Morning 09.00 A.M. (In Transit

Office: Plot No. 147, Sector-44, Gurugram,
Haryana-122003)

2. The Candidate should bring all the original docu-
ment along with one set of photo copy as per eligi-
bility criteria.

3. The stipend will be paid as per the discretion of
industry partners.

4. The industry partners are tentative and may
change.

Sd/-
Dean Academics4972/Hry
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CHANNITOTALKTOSIDHU;AMARINDERSAYSTOLDYOUSO

Upsetoverportfolioallocations;a
minister,office-bearerstooresign

KANCHANVASDEV
CHANDIGARH,SEPTEMBER28

DAYSAFTERhe forced a change
of guard in Punjab that saw
Captain Amarinder Singh step-
ping down as Chief Minister,
Navjot Singh Sidhu abruptly re-
signed Tuesday as president of
the Punjab Pradesh Congress
Committee, plunging the party
into uncertainty again in the
run-up to the Assembly elec-
tionsearlynextyear.
AppointedPPCCchiefonJuly

19,Sidhuresignedminutesafter
allocationofportfoliostominis-
ters in the new government
headed by Charanjit Singh
Channi who succeeded
Amarinder Singh as Chief
Minister.
Sidhu;s resignationwas fol-

lowed by that of minister Razia
Sultanawho quit “in solidarity”
with him. Her husband, former
DGP Mohammad Mustafa, is

Sidhu’s chief strategicadviser.
Others who resignedwere

GulzarInderChahalwhostepped
down as Punjab Congress

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,SEPTEMBER28

A 19-YEAR-OLD Pakistani mili-
tant was caught while his ac-
complicewaskilledinUrisector
onSunday, eightdaysafter they
sneaked in by cutting the fence
along the Line of Control (LoC),
theArmysaidonTuesday.
MajorGeneralVarinderVats,

Baramulla-based GOC of the
19thInfantryDivision,saidthere
wasaninfiltrationattemptbysix
militants on the night of
September18.
“After a firefight, four terror-

ists,whowereonPakistan’s side
ofthefence,tookadvantageofthe
darkness and dense foliage and
retreatedtowardsPakistan’sside.
The remaining two terrorists,
whowereintheprocessofcross-
ing the fence, sneaked into the
Indiansideof thefence,”hesaid.

“Oncewerealisedthis,addi-
tional forcesweremobilised to
catchthetwoterrorists... finally,
our troops got hold of them on
the evening of September 25,
when they were holed up in a

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Uri anti-infiltration
op ends after 8 days,
Pak militant captured

Behind exit: Capt out, he
wanted more say in govt
LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER28

CLAIMING THAT it has got a
"positive response" from the
groundafterchoosingCharanjit
Singh Channi as Chief Minister,
the Congress high command
waskeennot to letNavjotSingh

Sidhu remote-control the gov-
ernment in Punjab. This was
cited by sources as one of the
reasons behind Sidhu's surpris-
ingresignationasstateunitchief
of theCongress.
Thehighcommandissaidto

have stood by Channi even as
Sidhu tried to have his way in

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Armywithseizures fromthe
militantskilled inUri.PTI

RahulwithHardikPatel,Kanhaiya,MevaniTuesday.AICCoffice

THEPUNJABCongress is
incrisis again,10daysaf-
ter the resignationof
AmarinderSinghasCM.
Thepulls andpressures
arebeingkeenly
watchedbySADandAAP.
Theuncertainty in the
Congresscomesata time
whenAssemblyelec-
tions in thestateare
barelymonthsaway.

When
statepolls
arenearE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

Still sulking, Sidhu quits as PCC chief;
Congress cuts a sorry figure in Punjab

Arenovatedgovernment
school inAndhra. Express

As rural Net
project lags,
IT Ministry’s
CSC seeks to
buy out PSU

Meanwhile,
Kanhaiya
joins Cong,
Mevani lends
‘full support’

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER28

ONAdaywhich sawthe sudden
resignationofNavjotSinghSidhu
as its Punjab unit chief, the
Congresssawaninfusionofnew
bloodonTuesday as former JNU
student leaderKanhaiyaKumar
joined the party while
Independent GujaratMLA and
Dalit leader JigneshMevani said
he extended “full support” and
wouldcontestthe2022stateelec-
tionsontheCongresssymbol.
While Mevani had an-

nounced on Saturday that he
wouldjointheCongress,hesaid

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,SEPTEMBER28

IT IS theendof the road forgov-
ernment-aided private educa-
tional institutions in Andhra
Pradesh.More than 90 per cent
of aided degree colleges have
beentakenoverbythestate,and
will nowbe run as government
institutions.
The process of attaching

grant-in-aid institutions and
their staff was started on
MondaybytheCommissionerof
Collegiate Education and
Directorof SchoolEducation.
Education Minister Adim-

ulapu Suresh said employees
hired on contract by the grant-
in-aid institutionswould be re-
deployed and absorbed in col-
leges and schools where they
were required.
SureshtoldTheIndianExpress

that the government had given
three options to these institu-
tions: voluntarily withdraw
fromgrant-in-aidbenefits;hand
over their assets to the govern-
ment; or run the institutions as
privatebodies.
A good number of institu-

tions have given up their grant-
in-aid status and handed over
their staff, while a few have
agreed to give up their assets as
well, the minister said.
Institutions that do not accept
any of these options will lose
their recognition.
“Thegovernment’sintention

istoprovidequalityeducationto
studentswithout their families
being burdened. Although

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER28

IN ANunusual proposal involv-
ing two State-owned entities,
the Common Services Centres
(CSC) of the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology has proposed buy-
ing a controlling stake inBharat
Broadband Network Limited
(BBNL),whichcomesunder the
Communications Ministry’s
Department of Telecommuni-
cations (DoT), sources in the
knowof thedevelopment said.
CSC is a special purpose ve-

hicle (SPV)of the ITMinistry,as
partofwhichcentresinruralar-
eas provide various govern-
mentservicessuchas themak-
ing of PAN and Aadhaar card,
registration for passport serv-
ices, andpaymentof electricity
and other bills. BBNL, on the
other hand, is an SPV of the
CommunicationsMinistry and
was formedfor thesmooth im-
plementationofBharatNet, the
Central government’s flagship
schemetoprovideInternetcon-
nectivity to all 2.5 lakh gram
panchayats in the country.
In the proposal sent directly

to the PrimeMinister’s Office
(PMO) earlier this year, CSC is
learnttohaveexplicitlycitedin-
efficiencies in the working of
BBNL as well as in the imple-
mentation of the BharatNet
project as the reason behind its
proposal. Ithasalsosaidthat for
thetimelycompletionof theru-
ralInternetconnectivityproject,
CSC must be “allowed to run
BBNLwith controlling stake”, a
source said. The Indian Express
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A38-YEAR-OLDpropertydealer
from Kanpur died after hewas
allegedly assaulted by police-
menwhoenteredhishotelroom
inGorakhpur in the early hours
of Tuesday claiming to be look-
ing for criminals.
Sixpolicemen, includingthe

Station House Officer of
Ramgarhtal police station, have
been suspended though police
areyet to lodgeacase.
While police claimed that

Guptadiedafter a fall in theho-
tel room, the victim’swife sub-
mitted a complaint to the
Gorakhpur Superintendent of
Police alleging that policemen

misbehavedwith her husband
and, when he objected to their
behaviour,“hewasassaulted,re-
sultinginseriousinjuriesandhis
death...”
Inastatement,GorakhpurSP

VipinTadasaid, “Duringacheck
for criminals, police from
Ramgarhtal police stationwent
to a hotel. Three suspected
youthsfromdifferentcitieswere
staying in one of the rooms.
When the police team went
therewiththehotelmanager, in

panic, one of the men in the
room fell and injured himself.
After this, ourmen got him ad-
mitted to a hospital, where he
was treated. He died during
treatment at BRD Hospital. A
panel of doctorswill do a post-
mortem.Aninvestigationwillbe
carried out to find outwhy the
threemenwerehere.”
Speaking to The Indian

Express on Tuesday evening,
Gupta’s wife Meenakshi said,
“My husband had gone to
Gorakhpur for somework. He

CONTINUEDONPAGE4
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One dead in late night police raid
at Gorakhpur hotel, 6 suspended
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Behind exit
appointmentstosenioradminis-
trativeposts,selectionofministers
andallocationofportfolios.
Congressleadersfamiliarwith

the developments in Punjab
pointedoutthatthoughSidhuhad
hissayinsomeofthecrucialdeci-
sions post Captain Amarinder
Singh's resignation fromthe top
post, hewas “angry andupset”
thathissuggestionswereignored
in theappointmentof some top
officials.
Sidhu, sources said, didn't

wantRanaGurjit Singh,who re-
signed from the Amarinder
Cabinetin2018inthewakeofal-
legationsinasandminingcase,to
beinductedintoChanni'sCabinet.
Hewasalsosaidtobeagainstthe
appointment of APS Deol as
Advocate General andwanted
DeepinderSinghPatwalianamed
to the post. In both instances,
Sidhudidn'thavehisway.
“Hewantedtoremote-control

thegovernment.But someof his
suggestions indicated that he
would get into revenge politics
against thosewhomhedoesnot
like,which includes the former
CM.TheCongresspartydoesnot
believeinrevengepoliticsorpol-
iticsofvindictiveness.So,thelead-
ershiphadtokeephissuggestions
aside,”saidapartyleader.
SourcessaidSidhu,whoseap-

pointment as PCC chief was
pushedbytheGandhis,especially
PriyankaGandhiVadra,hadvehe-
mentlyopposedtheCMcandida-
ture of Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa, though he had an
overwhelming support from
MLAs.Sidhualsoopposedtheal-
locationof theHomeportfolio to
Randhawaand theappointment
ofOPSoniasdeputychiefminis-
ter (since he is fromhis turf of
Amritsar). A party leader said
Sidhuhad threatened to resign
several timeswhile thenewap-
pointmentswerehappening.
Sources said the party high

commandhasreceived“positive”
feedbackonitsappointmentof a
Dalitchiefministerandthere isa
growing realisation that Channi
couldbean“asset” intheassem-
blyelection,comingupearlynext
year. Soundermininghim to let
Sidhuprevail could be counter-
productive,sourcessaid.
“Channi surprised everyone

withhis energyandenthusiasm
afterhis appointment. Theparty
has to rallybehindhimandsup-
porthim,”saidapartyMP.
Sourcessaidthat fornow, the

national leadershipdoesnot fear
thatSidhu'ssuddenexitwillmake
it difficult for Channi in the
Congress legislativepartyor the
government. Sidhu's failure to
musteranoverwhelmingsupport
frompartyMLAs,despitehisprox-
imitytotheGandhis,wasevident
duringthediscussionswithMLAs
whilethesearchforareplacement
forAmarinderSinghwason,they
said.
“Thereseemstobenoimme-

diate threat to the new Chief
Ministerorthepartygovernment
as of now. The only trouble is if
Sidhumanagestomobiliseagood
share ofMLAs to show thehigh
commandthathehas their sup-
port,which isunlikely tohappen
now,” said a source in theparty,
adding that theGandhis,while
"shocked" by Sidhu's sudden
moveonTuesdayafternoon, are
unlikely tobackhimfor the “ex-
tremestephehastaken”because
“hedidnot even leave room for
talks”.
They pointed out that the

Congress high command took a
decision to appoint Sidhuas the
PCC chief at a timewhen there
was speculation thatAmarinder
SinghwasintalkswiththeBJP.“It
wasahugerisktheGandhistook.
Nowhe’sletthemdown,”saidone
oftheleaders.
“Sidhuisnotseenasaconsul-

tativeleaderandhisdeedsandin-
terventions sometimes smackof
obstinacy. The latest dramawill
notdoanygood to theparty ina
statewherewehavehighstakes,”
saidtheMP.

Kanhaiya
todaythatitcouldresultinhisdis-
qualificationasMLA.“Icannotjoin
theparty formally, because I am
anIndependentMLA.Itisimpor-
tantthatIamwiththis(Congress)
ideology. The formality canhap-
peninthefutureaswell,”hesaid.
Welcomingtheduo,AlCCgen-

eralsecretaryKCVenugopalsaid
Kumar symbolised the “fight for
freedom of expression in this
country”. “The way he fought
against fundamentalism... (this)
will enthuse theCongress cadre
acrossthecountry,”hesaid.

Venugo-
pal said
Mevani was
“fighting for
the same
cause” as the
Congress.

“Throughhis activities, interven-
tions,(hehas)alreadyprovedthat
he alsobelieves in theCongress
ideology,”hesaid.
He said the Congresswould

workwith Kumar,Mevani and
others “todefeat the fundamen-
talist, fascist forceswhicharerul-
ing”thecountry.
However,thelateralinduction

isboundto raise concernamong
the Congress's youth cadre.
Perhapshinting at these appre-
hensions,ManishTewari –who
wasYouthCongresspresidentear-
lierandwasamongthe23senior
Congress leaders (G-23) who
wrote to party president Sonia
Gandhiayearagoseekinganover-
haul–tweetedaboutCommunist
leadersjoiningtheCongress.
While Tewari did not name

anyone,Kumarwasearlier aCPI
member.“Asspeculationabounds
aboutcertainCommunistleaders
joining@INCIndiaitperhapsmay
be instructive to revisit a 1973
book, 'Communists inCongress,
Kumarmanglam's Thesis'. The

more things change, themore
theyperhaps remain the same. I
re-readittoday”.
The tweetalsopointed to the

concern among a section of
CongressleadersthattheGandhi
siblingsarebendingthepartyleft.
AmidthecriticismoftheG-23

that the Congress needs to be-
comemorerelevant,theimportof
these twoyoung leaders seems
likeanattempttoco-opttwoanti-
BJPfaces.WhileMevaniemerged
asthe faceof theDalitprotests in
Gujarat in thewake of theUna
floggingincident,Kumarsymbol-
ised students' protests and their
freedomtoexpressthemselvesin
campuses.Additionally,asaDalit
leader, Mevani will add to the
party’sattemptstoreachouttothe
community.
Moreover, the Congress has

beenstrugglingintheduo'shome
states of Gujarat andBihar. And
several young leaders --
JyotiradityaScindia,SushmitaDev,
Jitin Prasada and Priyanka
Chaturvedi–haveleftthepartyin

thelasttwoyears.
“Somepeoplearetryingtode-

stroythetraditionofdeliberation,
culture, history, thepresent and
future of the country… I read
somewhere that you should
chooseyourenemies,andyouwill
makefriendsautomatically.Ihave
chosen the country’s oldest and
most democratic (party).Many
young people feel that if the
Congressisnotthere,therewon’t
beacountry,”saidKumar.
“When the Opposition is

weak,theauthoritiesadoptadic-
tatorial attitude,” he said. “If the
largest Opposition party, the
biggest ship, is not saved, the
smallerboatswillnotsurvive,”he
said.
Askedabout leaving theCPI,

Kumarsaid:“Iwasbornintothat
party.My thinking, understand-
ingcapabilityispartof thattrain-
ing, and I amproudof that.” But,
hesaid,“it isprudentthatyouset
aside the unhappiness, the dis-
agreementsbetweeneachother
andsave thevillage, because the

country be-
longstoall.”He
addedthatthe
“question of
left and right
hasbecomeir-
relevant”.
Invoking

Mahatma
Gandhi, B R
Ambedkar,
SarojiniNaidu,
Jawaharlal
Nehru,
Ashfaqullah
Khan and
Bhagat Singh
amongothers,
Kumar said
theconditions
prevailing in
the country
nowresemble
the pre-1947
period.
“The story

that started
fromGujarat,
that story has
createdsucha
riot in the
country in the
last 6-7 years,
it is in front of
us.Asanation,
we are going
through an
unprece-
dentedcrisis,”
saidMevani.
Calling it

an “attack on

theConstitution,theideaofIndia,
on thecountry’s democracy”, he
said “Delhi and Nagpur” (RSS
headquarters)were sowing“ha-
tredandenmitybetweenbroth-
ers”,through“awell-thoughtcon-
spiracy”.
“In such a situation, not as a

politician,butasanIndiancitizen,
what ismy fundamental, fore-
most responsibility?Theanswer
isthatthecountry’sConstitution,
democracyand the ideaof India
has tobe saved.And todo that, I
have to standwith theCongress,
whichnotonlycontributedto,but
ledthefreedomfight,”hesaid.
Meanwhile,BJPspokesperson

GauravBhatia said, "It is natural
that any person, be it Kanhaiya
Kumaroranyoneelse,ifhehasan
ideologywhichisanti-India,then
the first choice is Congress. The
reasonissimple:theCongressto-
day,itsleadershipandideology,is
synonymouswithdivisive, anti-
Indiapolitics."

Gorakhpur hotel
bookedaroominahotelwithtwo
others who were meeting my
husbandonbusiness. They later
told me that my husbandwas
beatenverybadlyby thepolice-
men."
“Itoospoketohimandhesaid

thathehastodisconnectthecall.
Hewasinastateofpanic.Hethen
calledmynephewand toldhim
thatpoliceare torturinghimand
takinghimtoRamgarhtal police
station,” addedMenakshi,who
livedwithGupta and their four-
year-old sonAviraj in Kanpur’s
Barra area.Meenakshi said that
despitehercomplaint,policewere
yettolodgeacase.
Speaking to reporters in

Gorakhpur,Harveer Singh, 31, a
resident ofMewat inHaryana,
whowas in thehotel roomwith
Gupta,said,“Threeofus–Manish
KumarGupta,PradeepKumarand
Iwere staying atKrishnaPalace
Hotel.Around12.30am,thedoor-
bell rangand therewere five-six
policemen and the boy who
worked at the hotel reception.
They asked us for our IDs and
Guptaji asked them why they
wanted our IDs so late at night.
Theystartedcheckingmyluggage
andwhenIobjected,theythreat-
enedtoarrestmeandstartedslap-
pingme.Theydraggedmeoutside
andnearthelift,Isawthemdrag-
ging Guptaji. He was bleeding
fromhismouth.Wetoldthemwe
had come to meet our friend
ChandanSainiji,whowaswithus
20minutesbeforethepolicemen

came.TheytookChandan’snum-
ber frommeandconfirmedour
versionwithhim.Then,theytook
Gupta ji to somehospitalwhere
doctorstoldthemhewasserious.”
The other occupant of the

room,PradeepKumar, 34, a resi-
dentofSector48inGurgaon,said
thatwhilethepolicemenwerein
the room,Gupta calledhiswife
and a relative, informing them
aboutwhatwashappening.“The
policementhenslappedHarveer
andpushedhimoutof theroom.
Harveerheardaloudthudbehind
himandsawManishlyingonthe
floor,withbloodoozing fromhis
mouth. Police then tookManish
toMansiHospital. Sincehewas
critical, hewas referred to BRD
Medical College.”Kumar saidhe
runsaneventmanagementbusi-
nessinGurgaon.
GorakhpurSPTadasaidsixpo-

licemen, including Inspector of
Ramgarhtal police station Jagat
Narayan Singh, have been sus-
pended. “The suspensionswere
made in connection with the
death.Thewholeincidentwillbe
probed by SP North (Manoj
KumarAwasti),”hesaid.
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Rural Net
has seen a copy of the proposal
sentbyCSCtothePMO.
Initsofficialresponse,CSCde-

niedhaving“writtenanyletterto
the PMOon the subject”,while
BBNLsaiditwas“notawareofany
such letterwritten byCSC” and
thereforewouldnot like tocom-
mentonthedevelopment.Amail
seekingthePMO’sresponsetothe
proposal did not elicit any re-
sponse till the time of going to
press.
This, however, is not the first

time that CSC and BBNL have
found themselves at oddswith
eachother.
InMay2020,BBNLChairman

andMDSarveshSinghhadwrit-
ten to the Universal Services
ObligationFund (USOF), alleging
thatCSChadviolateda tripartite
agreementbyshiftingequipment
usedforlast-mileinternetconnec-
tivitywithoutinformingBBNLand
thatthiswouldbeahindrancein
providingnon-discriminatoryac-
cess to all telecomand internet
serviceproviders.
Onitspart,CSChaddefended

itsmovetoshiftequipment,alleg-
ingthat inmostcases, theequip-
ment for last-mile connectivity
waskeptbyBBNLatplaceswhere
therewashardlyanypowercon-
nectivityorsecurity.
Later, inAugust2020,thetwo

agencies agreed to bury the
hatchetandworktogetheronfin-
ishing the pending projects of
BharatNet.
In July this year, however, the

stateunitsofBBNL,intheirreports
to DoT, complained about the
“substandard”workdonebyCSC
onthelast-mile internetconnec-
tivity project,which prompted
DoTtowritetoCSCandaskthem
tocorrectthefaults intheproject
assoonaspossible.

Uri op ends
nallah(stream).Therewasanen-
counter, and one of themwas
killed on the morning of
September 26. His accomplice
then pleaded with us to spare
him...Hewastakenintocustody,”
hesaid.
The captured militant has

beenidentifiedasAliBabarPatra,
a resident of Okara inPakistan’s
Punjab. According toVats, Patra
saidhewastoldbyhishandlersto
“drop a supply (of arms) in the
areaofPattan”.VatssaidPatrawas
trained at Khyber camp, Garhi
Habibullah.
“Butwhenwegobytherecov-

eries andmodus operandi, it is
quitepossiblethattheseinfiltrat-
ing groups had come here for
somekindofastrikewhichwent
beyond just a supply drop,” he
said.
Vats said the infiltrationwas

not possiblewithout Pakistan’s
help.“Theinfiltrationattemptwas
made in the area of Salamabad

nallah.Itisthesamenallahwhich
saw infiltration in 2016,whena
suicideattackatUrigarrisontook
place,”hesaid.
“The infiltrating groupwas

supported fromPakistan sideby
threeporters,whohadcome till
the LoCwith the supplies... The
movementof sucha largegroup
ofpeoplecan’ttakeplacewithout
theactive complicityof Pakistan
Armydeployedontheotherside,”
hesaid.
“Whatwe have also seen is

thattherehasbeenalotofmove-
ment at launchpads across the
LoC... It shows thedesperationof
Pakistan... thepeaceandstability
inKashmirisnottoPakistan’slik-
ing,thereisdesperationtosendin
terrorists to create disturbance
and some kind of sensational
strike,”saidVats.
ThefiringontheLoCoverthe

lastsevendayshasbrokentheun-
usual calmandalmost zero infil-
trationof the last sevenmonths.
According toofficials, therehave
been three infiltration attempts
overthelastweek,andatleastfour
infiltrators, including three
porters,havebeenkilled.
Unlike thepast, themilitants

chosethehighly-guardedbutrel-
atively easy terrainof Uri border
thistime.
Whilethe10-daylongopera-

tion in theUri sector is over, vil-
lagers living in thearea said they
werenotbeingallowed tomove
outof,orinto,someofthevillages
closetotheLoC.

Andhra schools
welfare schemes suchasAmma
Vodi, VidyaDeevena, andVasati
Deevenaarebeingprovidedeven
to those studying ingrant-in-aid
institutions,enrollmenthasnotin-
creased.Manyaretakinggovern-
mentbenefits but arenotmain-
taining good standards of
teaching,’’Sureshsaid.
The committee setupby the

governmenthad recommended
takingoverallgrant-in-aideduca-
tional institutions.Of the133de-
greecolleges,125—almost93per
cent—have so far surrendered
their grant-in-aid status, andas-
signedstafftothegovernment,of-
ficials said.At least seven institu-
tions have agreed to hand over
theirassetstothegovernmentas
well.
Similarly,103outof122junior

colleges — 84 per cent — have
givenuptheirgrant-in-aidstatus;
fivehavevoluntarilygiventheiras-
setstothegovernmentalongwith
theirstaff.
And1,276grant-in-aidschools

haveagreed togiveup their sta-
tus;100willgivetheirassetstothe
government. The educationde-
partmentwillrunthemasgovern-
ment schools, andnoneof them
willbeshut,theministerassured.
Suresh said the problemsof

teachershiredon contractwere
beingconsideredaswell,andthe
governmentwould take steps to
securetheirjobs.Acommitteehad
beensetuptostudythepossibili-
ties,andcontractedteachersneed
notworry because the govern-
mentwascommittedtostrength-
eningtheseinstitutions,hesaid.
Several academics and

teachers, however, feel that the
governmentistakingawaytheir
option to choose between gov-
ernment and private schools
andcolleges.
“Government-aidedprivate

educational institutions have a
good name and recognition;
manyof themarequite reputed.
Parents and teachers are disap-
pointed that this option is being
takenaway.Governmentcanstop
grants to institutions that are
purely forprofiteering, but allow
the reputedones thatmaintain
good standards,’’ Member of
LegislativeCouncilfromtheteach-
ers’ constituency KNarasimha
Reddysaid.
MohammedNazir of theAP

PrivateTeachers’Associationsaid
thatdespitethegovernment’sas-
surances, hundreds of teachers
maylosetheirjobs.
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treasurerandpartystategeneral
secretaries Yoginder Dhingra
andGautamSeth.
Thepartyhighcommand, it

islearnt,hasrejectedSidhu’sres-
ignationandaskedthestateunit
tosortouttheissue.Channihas
calledameetingof theCabinet
at10amWednesday.
Therallyingpointofarevolt

againstAmarinderSingh in the
Punjab Congress, Sidhuman-
agedtoshowhimthedoor,but
wasnotallowedtohavehisway
thereafter.
In his resignation letter to

AICCchief SoniaGandhi, Sidhu
wrote: “The collapse ofman’s
character stems fromthecom-
promisecorner.Icannevercom-
promiseonPunjab’s futureand
theagendaforwelfareofPunjab.
Therefore, I hereby resign as
president of Punjab Pradesh
CongressCommittee.Will con-
tinuetoservetheCongress.”
Razia, inherresignationlet-

ter,saidshewasresigning“insol-
idaritywithNavjot Sidhu and
millionsofCongressworkers in
thestate.Iwillcontinuetowork
for the party asworker in the
best interestof Punjab”. Razia’s
resignationcameafterMustafa
visitedPatiala tourge Sidhu to
withdrawhisresignation.
Channitoldthemedia:“We

willtalktoSidhusahib.Heisour
partypresidentandabigleader.
Wewillsortthisout.”
Soon after Sidhu’s resigna-

tion, Amarinder, in a Twitter
post, said: “I toldyouso…he is
not a stablemanandnot fit for
theborderstateofPunjab.”
Sidhu,sourcessaid,wasup-

setwith theparty over the in-
ductionofRanaGurjitSinghasa
Cabinetminister–Ranahadre-
signedfromtheAmarindergov-
ernment in2018inthewakeof
allegationsinasandminingcase.
Sidhuwasalsosaidtobeagainst
theappointmentofAPSDeolas
AdvocateGeneral.Deolwasde-
fence lawyer of former DGP
Sumedh Singh Saini. Sidhu,
sourcessaid,wantedDeepinder
Singh Patwalia named to the
post, buthis entrywasblocked
bysomeleadersintheCongress
whosaidheused tobeclose to
thelateBJPleaderArunJaitley.
Sources saidSidhuwasalso

against the allocation of the
HomeportfoliotoDeputyChief
Minister Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa.Heinsistedthatsince
theHomedepartmenthad tra-
ditionally remainedwith the
CM, it should not be given to
Randhawa.Earlier,hehadputhis
footdownwhenthepartycon-
sideredmakingRandhawa the

ChiefMinister, taking thestand
that a Jat Sikh should not be
giventhetopjob.
At that time, Sidhu left in a

huff,exitingahotelwherehehad
metthecommittee ledbyAICC
generalsecretaryHarishRawat.
Hewas said tohave set out for
Delhi tohandoverhis resigna-
tionasPPCCchief.Withinmin-
utes,thepartydecidedtohavea
compromise candidate in
Channi, followingwhichSidhu
returned.
SourcessaidSidhuhadbeen

sulkingeversincetheinduction
of Rana Gurjit Singh into the
Cabinet.Hewasalsoprotesting
thedroppingof PPCCworking
presidentKuljitSinghNagra.
On Sunday, he had left the

oath-takingceremonywithout
meetinganyone.Hewas athis
Patialaresidencewhentheparty
sentPargatSinghtoplacatehim.
That exercise continued all of
Monday.
Sources said AICC leader

Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
GandhiVadrahadnotcalledup
Sidhu.Heresignedwithinmin-
utesof theallocationof portfo-
lios.
Hewasalsoopposed to the

allocation of the PublicWorks
Department to Vijay Inder
Singla.ButChanniwentahead.

Sidhu’s camp is describing
hisresignationasastandagainst
“corruption”.
OnthechoiceofRanaGurjit

Singh as Cabinet minister,
Sidhu’s supporters saidhewas
very disappointed. “Theparty
hasbeenonthedefensive from
DayOneovertheappointment.
His appointment made
Amarinderlookbetter…Lookat
theappointmentsinthelastsix
days.What is themessage that
wearesending?It’sas if theold
group is back,” oneof his sup-
porterssaid.
Meanwhile,SukhpalKhaira,

an AAP MLA who joined
Congress recently, said Rana
Gurjitshouldhimselfstepdown
fromtheCabinet.“Ifhis(Sidhu’s)
suggestionsarenotpaidheedto,
hewillnotwanttobeaspeech-
less president.Weurgehim to
withdrawhisresignationandre-
quest thehighcommandto re-
dresshisgrievances,”Khairasaid.
Several stateCongress lead-

ers, among themKuljit Nagra,
Inderbir Bularia, Razia Sultana
and Kulwinder Danny, met
SidhuathishomeinPatiala.
PargatSingh,whoalsojoined

Sidhuathishome, said: “Ihave
not resigned. Imet Sidhu and
urgedhimtowithdrawhisresig-
nation.”
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HowaUPvillageschool
wasallowingcaste
discrimination
In today’sepisodeof3Things,AsadRehman
joinshostSnigdhaSharmatodiscussSC
students inagovernmentschool inUP's
Mainpuri facingcastediscriminationand
howsomeThakursof thevillagehave
respondedtothe issue
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A DELHI court has convicted
threemen,includinganassistant
sub-inspector (ASI) of theDelhi
Police,forbribingajudgetohelp
with the recruitment of one of
theconvicts.
Special Judge Kiran Bansal

convicted threemen -- ASI Tara
Dutt, Mukul Kumar, the candi-
dateonwhosebehalfabribewas
offered,andRameshKumar.
A fourth accused, Dayanand

Sharma,wasaspecialmetropol-
itanmagistratewiththeMCD.He
diedduringtrialandproceedings
againsthimwereabated.
Aspertheprosecution,thein-

cident took place in 2017,when
DuttturnedupatTisHazaricourt
with an envelope containing Rs
50,000andaskedtheNaibcourt
attached with an Additional
Sessionstogive it to the judge.
Theenvelopewastobegiven

tothejudgewhowasamember
of therecruitmentcommitteeat
the time so that hemay favour
Mukul for the post of a peon at
Delhidistrictcourts.Sharmawas
accused of asking Dutt to bribe
the judge.
Theywere held guilty of be-

ing a part of a criminal conspir-
acy (120-B) in a Prevention of
CorruptionActcase.
Thecourtsaidthattheprose-

cutionhas“succeededinproving

beyond reasonable doubt that
theaccusedpersonsnamelyTara
Dutt,MukulKumar,andRamesh
Kumar had hatched a criminal
conspiracy to abet the judge to
accept an amount of Rs 50,000
and pursuant to the aforesaid
criminal conspiracy, Dutt deliv-
eredanenvelopecontainingthe
amount through Surender
Kumar, Naib Court, attached to
thecourtoftheJudge,forfavour-
ing accused number 2, Mukul
Kumar, in the recruitment
processforthepostofGroup-C”.
The court observed that the

Naib court’s testimonywas reli-
able and trustworthy, the call
records of the accused showed
that they were in touch at the
time, andDutt’s presence at Tis
Hazari court was established
through CCTV footage and his
mobilephonelocation.
The defence counsel con-

tendedthattheprosecutionwit-
nesseshadmadestatementsthat
were“different,inconsistentand
contradictorywitheachother”.
Thecourtsaid:“Areasonable

humanbeingcanonly recall the
main purpose of a conversation
and it is not expected of him to
reproducetheexactwordsstated
duringanyconversation.”
“Also, it is a settled law that

the court should not attach un-
due importance to the discrep-
ancies which do not shake the
basic version of the prosecution
case,” thecourtsaid.

Bribing judge: Cop
among 3 convicted

150 booked for
painting over Yogi
name on statue

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER28

ASECURITY alert fromagencies
thisweekaboutfiveinmatestry-
ing to break out of jails has put
DelhiPrisonsauthoritiesandpo-
lice on high alert, The Indian
Expresshaslearnt.
It is suspected that five in-

mates from Tihar andMandoli
jailsmightescape in thecoming
week.Prisonauthoritiesreceived
inputs in this regard,which they
have shared with the Delhi
ArmedPolicesosecurityarrange-
ments inside jails can be bol-
stered.
According to jail officials, all

five inmates are local gangsters
involvedinmultiplecasesofrob-
bery,murder, extortion, etc, and
inputs suggest theymight try to
break outwith help from their
gangmembers.
Authorities have increased

deploymentaroundthecellsand
are monitoring the security
throughCCTVs round the clock.
“Wehave informedDelhi Police
and CRPF security personnel to
helpsecurealljails,”confirmeda
senior jailofficer.
Fouroftheinmatesarelodged

in Tihar jail, and the fifth is in
Mandoli.Movementof other in-
mateshasbeenrestrictedaround
theircellsandthejailofficialsare
conductingregularcheckstosee
if inmatesaren’tusingphonesor

breachingsecuritynorms.
“Itisalsosuspectedthatthese

inmatesmight try to go to the
hospital or have a court appear-
ance, where their associates
could attack security personnel.
Wearetryingtoavoidsuchanin-
cident. Delhi Armed Police --
ThirdBattalionofficialswillhelp
us. Themovement of these in-
mateswillberestrictedforsome
time,”saidtheofficer.
Sandeep Goel, Director

General (Delhi Prisons), refused
tocommentonthe issue, calling
ita“securitymatter”.However,a
senior officer from the Delhi
Armed Police confirmed the
alert:“Wereceivedthenamesof
fiveinmatesandaredoingevery-
thingwecan.Thearrangements
inside jails are good andwebe-
lieve that no such incidentwill
takeplace.”

The inputs came days after
gangster JitenderGogiwas shot
deadbytwoarmedassailantsin-
side Rohini court,where hewas
guarded by teams of the Third
Battalion and Counter
Intelligence.TheSpecialCelllater
arrested twomen,oneofwhom
worksforgangsterTilluTajpuriya,
who is lodged inMandoli Jail.
Interrogation revealed that the
murderwasplannedfrominside
Mandoli and Tilluwas in touch
withtheaccusedfromhisprison
cell.
Securityinsidejailshasbeena

challenge,withgangsterssuchas
Naveen Bali, Tillu Tajpuriya and
associatesofGogiallegedlyusing
phones from inside prison to
hatchconspiraciesandrunextor-
tionrackets.
AfterGogi’smurder,Goelhad

releasedanordersuggestingthat
“maximumalert”bemaintained
inside all jails to prevent any as-
saultbetweenGogiandTillugang
members. “Proper security
shouldbekeptwhilecarryingin-
mates of these gangs to court,
hospitals or for any other cause
outside theprison…anyunnec-
essary movement of such in-
mates insideoroutside jailmust
beavoided,”readstheorder.
TheDGhasalsoaskedsuper-

intendentstoinspectjailsat“odd
hours”and tomake“discreet ef-
forts”tocollectinformationfrom
other inmates to prevent such
fights.

Five gangstersmight
try to escape, Delhi
prisons on high alert

Authoritieshave increased
deploymentaroundthe
cells.Archive

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER28

TWOMONTHSafteraDelhicourt
orderedanFIRinconnectionwith
a mob being mobilised using
loudspeakers to targetMuslims
during theNortheastDelhi riots,
police have informed that no
progresshasbeenmadeinthein-
vestigation.
Additional Sessions Judge

VinodYadavrespondedthatthis
wasa"sorrystateofaffairs”.
The court said that theDelhi

PoliceCommissionerhadconsti-
tuted a special team recently to
monitor ongoing investigations
in“riotscases”.
"It appears that the present

casehas so far not got the atten-
tion of either Worthy
Commissioner of Police, Delhi
Police or the SIC constituted by
him,"thecourtsaid.
"Itisbeingclaimedbythepo-

liceinothercasesofriotsthatthe
circumstancesprevailingduring
theperiodofriotsandalmostfour
weeksthereafterwerereallydif-
ficultandthepolicecouldnotin-
vestigate the cases properly.
Thereafter,Delhiwasengulfedin
thecoronaviruspandemicand,as
such, thequality investigation in
themattercouldnottakeplace. I
wonderwhether the police can
takethesameexcusequathein-
vestigationof (present) case FIR.
The answer has to be ‘clear no’,"
theorderread.
In thishearing, anewspecial

publicprosecutor,SanjeevSahay,
appeared,replacingtheprevious
SPP,DKBhatia.Sahay"candidly"
submittedthat"althoughhehas
gone through the chargesheet,
however,heisrequiredtoobtain
instructionsinthemattertohave
a feel of this litigation aswell as
abouttheriotscasesofNortheast
Delhi generally”. The court
grantedtheSPPtimetill thenext
hearing to take instructions and
appriseitontheinvestigationcar-
riedout inthecasesofar.
Aspercourtrecords,oneNisar

Ahmad filed a complaint with
SHO Gokulpuri that on 25
February2020,amobvandalised
and looted his house. Ahmad
claimed that the police took
downaveryshort complaint re-
gardingtheft.
OnMarch18,attheEidgahre-

lief campinMustafabad,hegave
adetailedcomplaintstatinghow
amob of 200-250 people was
mobilisedwithalargepublicad-
dresssystem,where"aclarioncall
wasbeinggiventothepersonsof
aparticularcommunitytogoand
vandalise and put on fire the
housesof personsof other com-
munity”.Ahmad'scomplaintwas
clubbedwithanothercomplaint
inwhichnoaccusedwasnamed.

Riot call from
loudspeaker:
No progress
in probe,
court told

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER28

ASMANYas150peoplehavebeenbookedbyNoida
PoliceforallegedlysmearingblackpaintonUPChief
MinisterYogiAdityanath’snameonastatue.Police
said a group gathered at theMihir Bhoj statue in
Dadri and painted over the name. The statue, un-
veiledbytheCMlastweek,hasbeenthecentreofa
controversy, after theGurjar community objected
to the removal of theword ‘Gurjar’ beforeMihir
Bhoj'sname.
“We received information that some people

cameandpainted over the CM's name. An FIR has
beenfiledunderseveralsectionsandaprobeisun-
derway.Many of the people are being identified,"
saidPradeepTripathi,SHODadri.
Apart fromtheCM,namesof DadriMLATejpal

Nagar,RajyaSabhaMPSurendraNagarandMinister
AshokaKatariya have also beenpaintedover. The
word ‘Gurjar’ hasmeanwhilebeen restoredon the
plaque.AmahapanchayatwasheldataDadritemple
onSundayagainsttheUPgovernmentovertheissue.
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CHIEFMINISTERArvindKejriwal
Tuesday launched the
‘Deshbhakti Curriculum’ and
said therewas a need to create
an atmosphere where people
experience patriotic feelings
24x7, and not just onwatching
patrioticmovies or singing the
national anthem. He said the
curriculumwouldworktoinstil
such feelings instudents.
“Whenwe see the tiranga in

all its glory, ourheartsget full of
joyandpride.Everytimewesing
thenational anthem, talk about
ourfreedomfighters, it feelslike
timestops.All of this is the feel-
ing of deshbhakti. The problem
isthat itonlypropsupwhenwe
do something of this sort. We
needtodevelopanenvironment
wherein all of us and our chil-
dren constantly feel patriotic
24x7.Wecanonlyimaginewhat
the futurewould look like if this
happens,” he said at the launch
atChhatrasal Stadium.
Adding that patriotismwas

not just about soldiers on the
border, he said, “Deshbhakti is
present within each and every
individual of this country. It is
somethingoneisbornwith.But
it needs an impetus. There’s a
Gandhi, a Bose, a Nehru, a
Chandrashekhar Azad, a Sardar
Patel,anAbulKalamAzadinside
all of us.We just need towake
themup,”hesaid.
Kejriwal drew a distinction

between professionals and pa-
trioticprofessionals.
“For example, a doctor will

thinkofhowhecanearnmore.A
deshbhakt doctor will look out
to help themaximumnumber

of people. Hewill think of how
hecanaidthepersonathisdoor,
whetherornot theycanpaythe
fees,”hesaid.
KejriwalsaidDelhiwasmak-

inga“smallbeginning”indevel-
opingthecurriculum,andthatit
wouldsoon“spreadtothewhole
country”.
Deputy Chief Minister

ManishSisodiasaidthecurricu-
lumwouldmakeeverystudenta
“kattardeshbhakt”.
“Thiscurriculumisnotgoing

totalkaboutpatriotism,ratherit
will work to generate the patri-
oticspirit(jazbaa). Itwillnotde-
velopstudentswhogrowupand
keeptalkingaboutpatriotism,it
willdevelopstudentswhohave
thepatrioticspiritintheirhearts.
Secondly, itwillnotbeacurricu-
lumofmoralpreaching…Itwill
not be a curriculum based on
rote learning of historical facts.
In this, every student will look

towards their heart and (patri-
otic) spirit,”hesaid.
Sisodia cited examples of

BhagatSingh,Raniof Jhansi,and
Ambedkar,amongothers.“They
(students) will think and talk
about this passion (that existed
in thesepatriots), and instil it in
their hearts… This curriculum
willmake themthinkwhereon
the scales (tarazu)of patriotism
doesmyworkfall,wheredomy
thoughts fall?”
“Every yearwewill include

100 stories in the curriculum.
Studentswillgothroughthesto-
ries of their lives and instil the
feeling of patriotism… From
nurserytoClass120,everychild
will go through700-800stories
and 500-600 songs. That’s our
preparation.Additionally, every
class will begin with fivemin-
utes of “deshbhakti dhyan” or
mindfulmeditationwhere stu-
dents will have to think of five

patriotsandfeelgratefultowards
them,”hesaid.
PrincipalSecretaryEducation

H Rajesh Prasad, Director
Education Udit Prakash Rai,
Principal Advisor to Director
Education Shailendra Sharma,
and the core teammembers of
the curriculum, among others,
werealsopresentat theevent.
A short interaction also took

placewith students and teach-
ers whowere part of the pilot
project. Almost all of them said
theyhadsomeapprehensionsin
thebeginningbutendeduplov-
ing the course andunderstand-
ing its importance.
It was piloted by about 20

teacherswithover200students
beforethecontentwasfinalised.
Deshbhakti curriculumwill

be rolled out from nursery to
Class 12, as and when the
schoolsreopenfortherespective
grades.

SUKRITABARUAH
DELHI,SEPTEMBER28

FROMDISCUSSIONSonfreedom
fighters and the country of chil-
dren’s dreams to issues such as
gender, caste and religious dis-
crimination, and poverty -- the
Delhi government’s new
Deshbhakti curriculumaims to
coversubstantialground.
Toimplementthecurriculum

in classrooms, two separate
teachers’ handbooks have been
designed -- one for students of
classesVItoVIIIandtheotherfor
classes IX toXII. For both sets of
students, the basic chapters are
the same -- love and respect for
thecountry;whoisadeshbhakt;
deshbhakti; my country, my
pride;whyismycountrynotde-
veloped; and the India of my
dreams.
Thecoursewillnothavetext-

booksandtheteacherwill actas
afacilitatorfordiscussionsbyin-
troducingeach topicwitha cen-
tral question inwhich children
willexpresstheirideasandviews.
Ashomework, childrenwill also
receivequestionson the topic to
pose to older people around
them, including their families,
andwill be expected to discuss
the topic againwith the insights
andresponsestheyreceived.
The teachers’ handbooks

come with a set of “dos and
don’ts” for conducting these
classes -- they have been in-
structednottocriticisechildren’s

answers to which they do not
agreeandnottopresenttheirper-
sonalthoughtsoropinionsasthe
correct answer; not to stop chil-
drenfromaskingquestionsorcut
them off and to listen to them
withpatience;nottostopdiscus-
sionsonsensitive topicsorpres-
ent their ownviewsand let chil-
dren form their own thoughts
through the discussion. For in-
stance,anexplorationofacritical
topic--‘MeraBharatmahaanphir
bhiviksitkyunnahi’--forclasses
IXtoXIIwillbeginwithteachers
explaining the concept of devel-
oped, developing, andunderde-
velopedcountriesandthenpos-
ing the question: “In your
everyday life,what are the diffi-
culties you face or see people
around you facing, which stop
India from being a developed
country?” Each child is to share
theirthoughtswiththeclassand
the teacher is to nudge them to-
wards thinking of issues in their
neighbourhood and city. As
homework, theyare toask three
older people, including a family
member,thesamequestionand
inthenextclass,theyaretoform
groupsandpresenttheresponses
theyreceived.
Teachers have been told to

prompt them to also talk about
the following issues if these do
notcomeupinthediscussions--
unemployment, poverty, infla-
tion, gambling, lack of good
schools,colleges,andhospital,su-
perstition, childmarriage and
labour, dowry, families differen-

tiatingbetweentherightofboys
andgirls,casteism,fightsoverre-
ligion and region, contempt to-
wardsone’snativetongue,useof
alcohol, drugs, and tobacco, pol-
lution,lackofelectricityandclean
drinkingwater.Forgrades6to8,
there are simple topics such as
‘Mera flag,mera saathi’ but also
somecomplexones, like respect
for the country’s peoplewithin
the larger subject of ‘Respect for
thecountry’.Theteacheristoask
the children, “Do you respect all
peopleinthecountry?”andlead
toamorecomplexquestion,“Do
you respect the country’smen
andwomenequally?Doyou re-
spect people from all religions,
castes, and economic classes
equally?”Thiswillbefollowedby
adiscussiononwhethertheysee
womenandpeopleofallreligions
being treated with respect, in
home andpublicplaces.
The 40-minute classes are to

be conducted every day for
classes6to8andtwiceaweekfor
classes9to12.Eachclasswillbe-
gin with a 5-minute activity
called ‘Deshbhakti Dhyaan’ in
which teachers exhort students
torunthe lines“Mainapnedesh
ko pranaamkarta hoon/naman
kartahoon.MaiapniBharatMata
ka aadar karta hoon” through
theirmindsandthenwillaskthe
childrentotakeavowtohonour
theircountryandpreserveitsre-
spect. Then the children are to
think of five people who they
consider ‘deshbhakt’ and thank
themintheirminds.

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI.SEPTEMBER28

THE SOUTH and North Delhi
municipalcorporationshavenot
renewed the contract of over
1,000 teachers, leavingmany of
them, including those who
helpedinrationdistributiondur-
ing thepandemic, jobless.
The EastMCD, however, has

not removed any of its contract
teachers.TheSouthMCDtermi-
natedthecontractof 421teach-
ers while the North MCD re-
moved667teachers.
Standing committeemem-

ber and Congress councillor
SureshKumarraisedtheissuein
ameetingonTuesdayandsaidit
wasinhumanthatthecivicbody
haddeserted themduringacri-
sis.“Theyhavebeenworkingfor
over ten years, wherewill they
gonow?Most can’t goandseek
fresh jobs because of the age
constraint.”
Anil Shokeen, a teacher em-

ployedinLajpatNagar,said:“We
even distributed ration during
Covid,riskingourlives.Ourcon-
tractusedtogetrenewedinJune,
but ithasnotbeenrenewedthis
yearaswell as lastyear.”
Standing committee chair-

person of the South MCD, B K
Oberoi, said that the civic body
hiredover150permanentteach-
ersrecently.“Thefinancesof the
corporationdon’tallowittopay
forcontractteachersastheDelhi
government is not payingMCD

itsdues,”hesaid.
TheEastMCDhasretainedits

teachersandispayingthemun-
der theSarvaShikshaAbhiyan.
Theissuehasalsoledtoapo-

litical slugfest, with AAP chief
spokespersonSaurabhBhardwaj
saying it was shocking that on
September7,2020,NorthMCD’s
Education Department
Headquarters wrote a letter to
the Delhi Government convey-
ing that they were firing their
primaryschoolteachersbecause
schools were shut during the
pandemicandtheyarenotcon-
ducting physical classes. “The
teachersarenotevenable toget
ration for themselves because
theirsalarieshavenotbeenpaid
by theMCD,”hesaid.
BJP spokesperson Praveen

ShankarKapoorsaidthesewere
contractual teachers whose
salary is Rs 35,420 permonth,
which is paid under the Sarv
Shiksha Abhiyan. The annual
salary bill of these 667 contrac-
tual teachers is Rs 23.62 crore,
out of which 25% is paid by the
Centrewhile75%istobepaidby
theDelhigovernment.
The Delhi government

stopped paying the salary of
these contractual teachers in
May 2020 after which North
MCD had no option but to sus-
pend their contracts, he said.
Despitesuspendingthem,North
MCD has been writing to the
Delhi government to pay their
salariessotheycanbereinstated,
but invain,hesaid.

Instead of books, teachers
asked to rely on discussions

Kejriwal pitch: Curriculum to instil deshbhakti 24x7

Kejriwal, SisodiaatChhatrasalStadiumonTuesday.

No money for salaries,
civic bodies ask 1,000
contract teachers to go
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THE DELHI Pollution Control
Committee(DPCC)hasimposed
abanonbursting and sale of all
types of firecrackers till January
1,2022 in thecapital.
District Magistrates and

DeputyCommissionersofPolice
havebeentoldtoimplementthe
directions,theDPCCorderstates.
“Several experts have indi-

cated a possibility of another
surge of Covid and large-scale
celebrations by bursting of fire-
crackers will result not only in
agglomerationofpeople, invio-
lationofsocialdistancingnorms,
but also would result in high
level of air pollution leading to
serious health issues in Delhi.
Under the prevalent pandemic
crisis situation, this is not
favourableforthecauseof larger
community health given the
possible high level of exposure

toairpollutants leadingtoshort
andlongtermadversehealthef-
fects given the significant rela-
tionship between air pollution
and respiratory infections,” the
DPCC order, issued byMember
Secretary K S Jayachandran,
states.
The DPCC also noted that a

December2020order issuedby
the National Green Tribunal
statedthattherewouldbeaban
on sale and use of all kinds of
firecrackersduringCovidinNCR

andallcities/townsinthecoun-
trywhere the ambient air qual-
ity falls under the ‘poor’ and
abovecategory.
Ahead of Diwali, the Delhi

government had banned the
storage, sale anduseof all types
offirecrackersearlierthismonth.
“Delhifacesgraveairpollution

particularlyinwinterseasonand
levelofpollutantslikeparticulate
matterconcentrationgoesmuch
beyond the prescribed stan-
dards,” theDPCCsaid.

Scanner on
pensions
being given
by civic body

BIRD’S EYE VIEW
Asforecastbytheweatheroffice,thecitywascoveredwithcloudsonTuesday.GajendraYadav

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,SEPTEMBER28

HARYANA STATE Forest and
Wildlife department conducted
thestate’sfirstbutterflysurveyin
Rewari’sKholblockTuesday.The
survey, conducted in a contigu-
ousstretchintenvillages—Palra,
Basduda, Khol,Manethi, Bhalki,
Majra, Nandha, Balwari, Ahroad
andKhaleta—spreadover1,000
hectares,wasconductedtochalk
outastrategyforconservationof
butterfliesandmothsinAravallis.
Sixty species of butterfly in-

cluding small branded swift,
Indian skipper, conjoined swift,
lessergrassblue,gramblue, tiny

grassblue,smallcupid,plainscu-
pidorientalgrassjewel,peablue,
Indian red flash, African Babul,
commonpierrot, rounded pier-

rot were identified in the area
during the one-day survey.
Common albatross, one of the
rarely sighted butterflies, was
alsosightedinthearea,saidoffi-
cials.Thesurveyincluded60par-
ticipants fromHaryana Forest
and Wildlife Department,
HaryanaStateBiodiversityBoard,
anNGO,volunteers,butterflyex-
perts and nature lovers from
Mumbai,Jaipur,Faridabad,Delhi,
NarnaulandJhajjar.
SunderSambharya,divisional

forestofficer,Rewari,said,“Sixty
species were identified in the
survey,whichisagreatdevelop-
ment.Butterfliesareveryimpor-
tant forourecosystemandtheir
conservationiscrucial forsuste-

nance of life on earth. Seventy
percentofcropsarepollinatedei-
therbymoths,butterfliesorhon-
eybees. Through the survey,we
wantedtocheckthefloraldiver-
sity in theAravalli region and to
record andmake inventories of
the species.With60 species be-
ingidentifiedbetween9amto4
pm,theresultsareheartening. It
shows that the region has a di-
verse flora.”
The survey coincides with

Butterfly Month, which is ob-
served from September 5 to
October 4. Officials said the sur-
veywouldformthebasis forob-
servingimpactofhabitatdistur-
banceandclimatechangeonthe
ecologyof theregion.

60 species identified in Aravallis in
Haryana’s first butterfly survey

Boy wants to donate part of liver to
father, HC directs govt to consider it

EXPRESSNEWSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER28

OBSERVING THAT aminor can
donate organs in exceptional
medical circumstances, the
Delhi High Court has directed
Delhi’s health secretary to con-
sidertherequestofaclass12stu-
dent, who will turn 18 on
December9, fordonatingapart
of his liver tohisailing father.
Institute of Liver and Biliary

Sciences (ILBS) had earlier re-
fusedtograntpermissiontothe
boy who is now 17 years and
ninemonthsold.
There is a grave medical

emergency in the present case
and the petitioner is about to

turn 18 in twomonths, noted
Justice Rekha Palli in the order
Monday, while directing the
healthy secretary, who is the fi-
nal authority under the law in
suchcases,todecidewithintwo
days.
Theminor’s father is suffer-

ing from an advanced stage of
liverfailureanddoctorshaverec-
ommended immediate liver
transplantation.However, the
doctorshavealreadyrejectedthe
offersmadebytwoothermem-
bersoftheminor’sfamilyfordo-
nation onmedical grounds, as
per thepetition.
Leftwithnootheroption,the

minor himself had applied for
thedonationbut the authorisa-
tion committee denied him the

permissionconsideringhisage.
Setting aside the order

passedbythehospital, thecourt
saidthatitwasincumbentupon
theILBStoconsiderwhetherthe
minorhadmadeoutacase fora
grantforapprovalonexceptional
medical grounds.
The court also said that the

hospitalought tohavealsocon-
sideredtheeffectof themedical
fitness certificate issued in his
favour by its doctors in August
2021, that clearly stated that he
was in a proper state of health
andmedically fit for the proce-
dure.
The court also directed the

hospital to forwardall themed-
ical recordsof theminorandhis
father to thegovernment.

Commonalbatross,oneof
therarelysightedbutterflies
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AFTER REPORTS of a Lokayukta
probe being initiated in some
cases of pensionwrongly being
given to people by the South
DelhiMunicipalCorporation,the
civicbody hasstressedthata‘life
certificate’ would be necessary
for any new beneficiaries to be
added.
CommissionerofSouthDelhi

Municipal Corporation (SDMC)
informedthestandingcommit-
tee on Thursday that there are
cases flagged by the Lokayukta,
so it has to be ensured that ‘life
certificates’areprovidedineach
case before releasing any pen-
sion.
A ‘life certificate’ ismeant to

guarantee,throughgovernment
documents, that the person
drawing thepension isalive.
Standing committee chair-

person of the South MCD, B K
Oberoi, said the commissioner
was referring to cases where
peoplearenotalivebutpension
wasstill beinghandedout.
He said that these cases are

more than two years old since,
for the past two years, the civic
body has not been able to give
pensions due to fund a crunch,
thoughtheprocesswouldbere-
sumed.
Oberoi said that the civic

bodygrantspensionof Rs1,000
permonth in five to six cases—
forthebedridden,transgenders,
divorcees, widows and persons
withdisabilities.
Thebeneficiariesarerecom-

mendedbyeachward’scouncil-
lor.Thecivicbodycouncillorsare
entitled to sanctionaround400
pensions in their respective
wards. There are 104 wards in
the SouthMCD.Sources in the
civic body said thatmost of the
deficiencies are in West and
Najafgarhzone.
The corporations had, in the

2010-2011budget, increasedthe
pensionamount fromRs500 to
Rs1,000.
The South MCD, however,

did not provide the exact num-
ber of cases in which the
Lokayukta raisedred flags.
A councillor with the South

MCDsaid that thepensionshad
been stopped for the past two
years ever since theoutbreakof
Covid. With the nearing elec-
tions, the civic body has been
planning to start the scheme
onceagain.

3trytocheat
SBIofRs72
crore,held
New Delhi: The Delhi
Police has registered a
case against three men
who allegedly tried to
cheat State Bank of India
officials of Rs 72 crore at
its Parliament Street
branch. Police said the
men went to SBI with a
fake cheque from the
New Delhi Municipal
Corporation, and asked
bank officials to transfer
themoney into another
SBI account. Police said
the accusedwere caught
after the bank officials
found that the cheque
was counterfeit, and in-
formedauthorities.“Staff
checked the cheque and
found it counterfeit. The
officer dealing with the
NDMC’s account con-
tactedNDMCofficialsand
gotconfirmationthatthe
chequewasn’t issued by
them,” reads theFIR.

CMpushes
for jobfor
Paralympics
bronzewinner
NewDelhi:ChiefMinister
Arvind Kejriwal Tuesday
met para-high-jumper
Sharad Kumar,whowon
a bronze medal in the
Tokyo Paralympics. The
CM said that he will be
given a job as per Delhi
governmentrules, if pos-
sible, and directed the
SportsMinistertolookfor
opportunities forhim.

Womanrun
overbybus
NewDelhi:A40-year-old,
SundariKumar,diedafter
shewasmoweddownby
a cluster bus in Baba
Haridas Nagar Monday.
“She and her son were
walking homewhen the
bus hit them. She was
trapped under the bus
and pulled out by
passersby,”saidanofficer.

Coviddeaths:
11,219apply
forexgratia
NewDelhi:TheDelhigov-
ernment has received
5,935 applications for
monthly financial assis-
tanceand11,219applica-
tions for theRs50,000ex
gratia under the
Mukhyamantri Covid-19
Parivar Arthik Sahayata
Yojanaso far.

Surprise
inspectionof
rationshops
NewDelhi:FoodandCivil
SuppliesMinister Imran
Hussainconductedasur-
prise inspection of fair
price shops in Kondli to
check the distribution of
freerationthroughe-PoS
devices under the
National Food Security
Act 2013 and Pradhan
MantriGaribKalyanAnn
Yojana.ENS
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Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 16,344 16,093
ICU BEDS 3,556 3,483

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Sept27 32 37 00 50,367
Sept28 34 25 02 65,101
Total 373* 14,13,320 25,087 2,75,24,490

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL *T
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TOTAL CASES

14,38,780
VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
2,05,999

Ban on crackers in capital till Jan 1: DPCC

New Delhi



GOVT&POLITICS 7WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,WEDNESDAY,SEPTEMBER29,2021

ADVERTORIAL

Kalra Hospital: Charting New Paths of Excellence in Heart Care
A veteran cardiologist with over 4 decades 
of experience in heart care and surgeries, 
Dr R. N. Kalra, is the Medical Director and
CEO R&D of Kalra Hospital. New Delhi. He
alongwith his two sons, Dr Ankur Kalra and Dr Ankit Kalra, along with
a team of vastly experienced specialists are taking forward the hospital
to set new benchmarks clinical excellence. On World Heart Day, the
father-sons trio share different aspects of heart care for the benefit of the
readers with the Indian Express.

What  is  the  significance  of World
Heart Day?
World Heart Day is celebrated every year
to  create  awareness  among  the  society
about  the  rising  heart  disease  in  every
country, especially the younger generation
in India. It is an indication that the young
population should be very careful about
their diet, must not lead a sedentary life,

exercise  regularly, keep  their  sugar  and
cholesterol levels under control and im-
prove  their  lifestyle, including  reducing
time spent on mobile and social media.
Follow the old saying, “Early to Bed and
Early to rise makes a man healthy, wealthy
and wise”! 

How  to  ensure  heart  health  and

seek aid in an emergency?
Once  you  turn  40  go  for  annual  health
check-up including heart functioning and
get tested for lipid profile just to check and
rule  out  any  chances  of  being  prone  to
heart disease. Many a times the symptoms
of a heart attack re deceptive and surface as
a bout of indigestion, pain in the jaw and in
the back, suffocation or breathlessness.

Immediately  put  a  sorbitrate  under  the
tongue of the person or give them disprin
dissolved in a glass of water to prevent
clotting. They  should  be  immediately
rushed to the emergency for medical help
so that the situation can be averted from
worsening. Lives can be saved if people
are a little alert and seek aid in the first 3-4
hours, called the Golden hours. High mortal-

ity rate in heart attack or heart failure hap-
pens when symptoms are ignored or there
is delay in seeking medical attention. Most
importantly, say a BIG NO to tobacco in
any form, including smoking.

What is your World Heart Day mes-
sage to all?
Keep your heart healthy by saying good-

bye to cigarette, don’t get stressed, follow
the right path in whatever profession you
chose to be, include a 30 -minute walk in
your daily routine, don’t over eat, avoid al-
cohol or take the amount prescribed by the
doctor. Be positive and increase the dose
of  love  for  everyone. Take  care  of  your
heart, be happy, spread happiness and stay
healthy.

Globally, what are the latest ad-
vancements in research on heart
surgery, treatment and drugs?
Transcatheter heart valve therapies for
treating heart valve diseases have revolu-
tionized the management of our patients.
The procedures are minimally invasive,
catheter-based, and obviate the need for
open heart surgery.

How has technology eased diagno-
sis, treatment and surgery in heart
care?
Technology with regard to advent of ad-
vanced multi-modality imaging has en-
abled us to better prognosticate patients
on their disease condition. It has also al-
lowed for more sensitive screening for
heart disease.

Harnessing the power of digitaliza-
tion to improve awareness, preven-
tion and management of CVD glob-
ally is the goal for Word Heart Day
2021. Your message in this context,
to the readers?
Digitalization has enabled improvement in
health literacy and patient education by
helping physicians share multifarious
health literacy tools with patients to help
them educate themselves and their loved
ones about their disease condition.

The threat of the Covid pandemic
still looms. How critical is it and
according to you how should
heart patients carry themselves
in the new normal?
Yes, the danger from the Covid virus is
here to stay for a while. Everyone, espe-
cially heart patients, should wear a
mask when in a congested place be-
cause it provides protection of more
than 80 percent.Also, get yourself vacci-
nated which provide more than 80 per-
cent immunity from the virus. Those
who are fully vaccinated need not wear
a mask at home if there is enough space
for maintaining distance.You can go out
if you can maintain social distancing
and its advisable to wear a mask to pre-
vent transmission of the virus.

Why is it that we are not 100 per-
cent safe despite the two doses
of vaccinations?
Generally, for a mutation it takes
around 800 years, but the Covid virus is
mutating very fast, and there are
atleast 800 different kinds of corona
viruses that we have seen during the
pandemic. So, the vaccines can provide
protection from around to 652-700
types of viruses. So, there is a small win-
dow or gap that still remains un-

guarded from where a variant of the
Corona virus can infect a person. Vac-
cination also significantly tones down
the severity of the infection.

How did Covid virus impact heart
patients?
A lot of problems were seen in patients
who already had heart disease or who

were at a risk of developing heart dis-
ease, which largely showed tendency of
blood clotting. The virus can decrease
heart functions known as myocarditis
where there is inflammation in all the
valves of the heart.Anther problem that
was observed in was conduction abnor-
malities impacting the conduction sys-
tem of the heart. People who were
brought to the hospital with heart at-
tacks were treated according to the
standard procedure such as administer-
ing a blood thinner to prevent clotting in
the arteries.Angioplasty was performed
on such patients. Patients who came
with myocarditis responded to steroids
and those having conduction abnor-
malities, their condition improved as
the Covid infection reduced.

Could you share about Heart care
campaigns driven by Kalra Hospi-
tal?
We regularly conduct preventive check-
ups and also organizing camps which
helps in screening the community so
that people who are at high risk or just
developing symptoms of heart disease
can be identified and we treat them to
avoid further complications. New drugs
are proving to be very effective in im-
proving the function of the heart. Regu-

lar blood sugar, cholesterol and health
check-ups must be done to pre-empt
the onset of heart diseases. Those who
have very low heart function must get
checked up every three months and
those who have already have had a
heart attack they should go for a check-
up every six months.

What’s your message to the
healthcare fraternity and the
public?
It is the responsibility of the entire com-
munity to help each other and prevent
another wave of Covid from happening.
It’s important to keep your immunity
levels high through balanced diet and
exercise. Strictly follow social distanc-
ing and Covid safety protocols to pre-
vent a repeat of the devastating condi-
tions that we have gone through earlier.

To the healthcare fraternity, I would
advise them to be extra cautious by
washing their hands more often and
use double mask. After wearing the
N95 mask and another one over it can
reduce chances of infection to almost
99 percent. In the hospital wear PPE
kits along with face shield and gloves
as a safeguard against coming in con-
tact with an infected patient and get-
ting affected.

ANKUR KALRA
MD, FACP, FACC, FSCAI

DrAnkur Kalra isAssociate Professor of
Medicine, Cleveland Clinic Lerner College

of Medicine, Staff Interventional
Cardiologist, Section of Invasive and

Interventional Cardiology and Medical
Director of Clinical Research, Section of

Regional Cardiovascular Medicine Heart,
Vascular, andThoracic Institute,

Cleveland Clinic, Ohio, US

DR ANKIT KALRA
MD (Medicine), Gold Medalist,

DNB (Cardiology)
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DIFFERENTNOTE
INANunusualaddresstorepresentativesoftheChristiancom-
munity in NewDelhi on Tuesday, UnionMinority Affairs
MinisterMukhtarAbbasNaqvistoodupforatheists.Speaking
inthecontextof“forcedconversions”,hesaidforcedreligious
conversioncannotbeatestamenttotrustinanyreligion,espe-
ciallyinacountrywherebothbelieversandatheistscoexist.He
saidatheistshaveequalconstitutionalandsocialrightsunder
the Constitution. Naqvi also touched on the subjects of “big-
otryandintolerance”andsaidtheseshouldnotbeallowedto
weakenthespiritof “unity indiversity” inthecountry.

PLAYING SAFE
KANHAIYAKUMARmadesurethemaskwas inplaceduring
theeventorganisedtomarkhisinductionintheCongress.As
seniorpartyleadersfelicitatedhim,Kumarrefusedtoremove
hismask.Photojournalistscoveringtheeventkeptrequesting
that he remove themask for the photos, but Kumar did not
relent.He saidhewas just following thepandemicprotocol.
Later, as he began to speak, he first insisted that themic be
sanitisedas itwasbeingsharedbyall on thepodium.Heput
onthemaskagainassoonasheconcludedhisremarks.Kumar
andIndependentMLAfromGujaratJigneshMevani,whoan-
nounced his alignment with the Congress ideology on
Tuesday,camewearingkurtasincoloursalludingtotheirpol-
itics.While Kumarwore red, associatedwith Left politics,
Mevani’skurtawasblue, symbolicof theDalitmovement.

REMEMBERING VAJPAYEE
TUESDAYMARKEDtheendof the fourtheditionof the Indo-
USHealthDialogue. In his concluding speech, UnionHealth
MinisterMansukhMandaviyarevisitedall the importantas-
pects of PrimeMinister NarendraModi’s recent visit to the
US, specifically on vaccine supply chain management.
However,hebeganhisspeech,rememberingBJPstalwartand
formerPrimeMinisterAtalBiharVajpayee.“ForIndia,wevalue
our engagementwith theUSonvarious fronts and,wehave
traveled a long path in the past continuously nurturing this
relationship.... I recall the year 2000,whenduring his trip to
the US, our then Honourable PrimeMinister, Late Shri Atal
Behari Vajpayee Ji, portrayed India and the US as natural al-
lies,”Mandaviyasaid.

KAMALDEEPSINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR,SEPTEMBER28

EVEN THOUGH Navjot Singh
Sidhu surprised everybodywith
hissuddenresignationfrompost
of Punjab Pradesh Congress
CommitteepresidentonTuesday
afternoon, hehasbeenat the re-
ceiving end of several surprises
sinceAmarinderSingh’sresigna-
tionaschiefminister.
Sidhu had spearheaded the

campaign to topple Amarinder
Singh.However,hecouldnotgain
from thismove politically, after
formation of the newCongress
governmentwithCharanjitSingh
ChanniasCM.Sidhuhadplayeda
key role in convincing the
Congress high command to re-
placeAmarinderSingh.
The reality turned out to be

completely different as Sidhu
foundhis rivals in Amritsar City
more powerfulwith Channi as
CM than they were during
Amarinder’sgovernment.
Sidhuwas last seen inpublic

during Channi’s first visit to
AmritsarasCMonWednesday.
Amritsar Central MLA Om

ParkashSoni,whohadalmostde-
feated Sidhu in the 2009parlia-
mentary elections andhas been
inalegaltusslewithhim,became
theDeputyChiefMinister in the
new government. Soni was al-
ways seen inAmarinder’s camp
till thelatter’sresignation.
Amritsar West MLA Raj

Kumar Verka, who is also a
AmarinderSinghconfidant,occu-
pied a cabinet position through
Dalit quota in the new govern-
ment under theDalit CM.Many
within the Congresswere sur-
prised at thismove, as Verka is
knowntohavepubliclyopposed
Sidhu.
Many Congress MLAs had

come to support Sidhu against
AmarinderSingh.However,most
only stood by him to seek
Amarinder's removal. They re-
vised their politics as soon as
Amarinderwas gone and new
equations emergedafter the ap-
pointment of Channi. Therewas
noobligationtostandbySidhuon
theirpart,eventhoughhiscritics
hadbecomecabinetministers.

Sidhu cornered byAmritsar
rivals before he quit post

PunjabCongressBhawanin ChandigarhTuesday,after
Sidhu’s resignation.KamleshwarSingh

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,SEPTEMBER28

AMONGTHE trancheof political
critics that tookonNavjot Singh
Sidhuafterhisresignation,thefirst
one fromCongresswas former
CMAmarinderSingh.
Apart fromcalling Sidhuand

“unstable”man, Amarinder, in a
statement,furthertermedtheres-
ignation “sheer drama”, adding
that it showed that Sidhuwas
preparing theground toquit the
Congress and join hands with
someoneotherparty in the run-
uptothestateAssemblypolls.
“I had been saying all along

thatthismanisunstableanddan-
gerous, and cannot be entrusted
withthetaskofrunningPunjab,”
theSinghsaid,addingthatSidhu
hadalsoproved tobe absolutely
incompetentduringhisstintasa
ministerinhisgovernment.
Singhwas quick to post his

firstreactioninatweetafterSidhu
steppeddown.“Itoldyouso…he
isnota stablemanandnot fit for
the border state of Punjab,” the
formerCMtweeted.
Amarinder,whoisinDelhion

a personal visit, said that by re-
signingwithintwomonthsoftak-
ingover as thePPCCchief, Sidhu

had once again exhibited his
“shifty” character. “I haveknown
this boy sincehis childhoodand
hehasbeenalonerandcannever
beateamplayer,”saidAmarinder.
Whenaskedifhewouldback

formerPPCCchief,SunilJakhar,for
the job, Amarinder said, “He
(Jakhar) is very competent and
hadperformedexceedingly well
asthepartychief”.
OnSidhu’sresignation,Jakhar

tweeted: “It’s just not cricket!
What stands compromised in
thisentire‘episode’isthefaithre-
posed in the (outgoing ?) PCC
President by the Congress
Leadership.Noamountofgrand
standing can justify this breach
oftrustplacinghisbenefactorsin
apeculiarpredicament.”

FormerPunjabCM
AmarinderSingharrivesat
Delhiairport. PremNathPandey

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER28

AMID CALLS for a caste census
comefindingsthat44.4percent
of 17.24 crore rural households
in the country are from Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) and
thatOBChouseholdsareinama-
jorityacrossruralareasof seven
states — Tamil Nadu, Bihar,
Telangana,UttarPradesh,Kerala,
Karnataka and Chhattisgarh —
which together send 235 Lok
Sabhamembers toParliament.
The data is part of Situation

Assessment of Agricultural
Households and LandHoldings
of Households in Rural India,
2019,asurveyconductedbythe
National Statistical Office of the
Ministry of Programme
Implementation and Statistics,
whoseresultswerereleasedear-
lier this month. The data is for
agricultural year 2018-19 -- the
agriculture year in India is from
July to June the followingyear.
Thedatashowsthatofanes-

timated17.24croreruralhouse-
holds, 44.4%were OBCs; 21.6%
Scheduled Castes (SC); 12.3%
ScheduledTribes (ST)and21.7%
other social groups. Of the total
rural households, 9.3 crore or
54%areagriculturalhouseholds.
Thehighestproportionofru-

ral OBC households is in Tamil
Nadu (67.7%) and the lowest in
Nagaland (0.2%). Apart from
TamilNadu, insixstates--Bihar
(58.1%),Telangana(57.4%),Uttar
Pradesh (56.3%), Kerala (55.2%),
Karnataka (51.6%),Chhattisgarh
(51.4%) — OBC households ac-

count formore than half of the
rural households. These states
arepoliticallycrucialas theyac-
count for 235members in the
543-memberLokSabha.
Besides, four states --

Rajasthan (46.8%), Andhra
Pradesh(45.8%),Gujarat (45.4%)
andSikkim(45%)--haveahigher
share of rural OBC households
thantheall-Indiafigureof44.4%.
Inall,17states–MadhyaPradesh,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra,
Manipur, Odisha, Haryana,
Assam, Uttarakhand, Jammu&
Kashmir,West Bengal, Tripura,
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh,Meghalaya,
MizoramandNagaland–havea
lowershareofruralOBCshouse-
holdswhencomparedtothena-
tionalaverage.
The survey findings show

that out of the estimated 9.3
crore agricultural households,
45.8%areOBCs;15.9%SCs;14.2%
STs and 24.1% from other social
groups.

Thesurveyalsoprovidesdata
on average monthly income
(basedon‘paidoutexpenses’ap-
proach) per agricultural house-
hold.Whiletheaveragemonthly
income of a farm household at
the all-India level stood at Rs
10,218 during agriculture year
2018-19, it was lower for OBC
agricultural households (Rs
9,977),SChouseholds(Rs8,142),
ST households (Rs 8,979).
Agricultural households of
'Other Social Groups', however,
recordedanaveragemonthlyin-
comeofRs12,806.
For states, the average

monthlyincomeperagricultural
household in the OBC category
rangedbetweenRs5,009andRs
22,384 during agriculture year
2018-19. Of the 23 states, for
which the income data is avail-
able, Uttarakhand recorded the
highestaveragemonthlyincome
perOBCagriculturalhousehold,
while Odisha (Rs 5,009)was at
thebottom.
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Amid census calls, data show
nearly half of rural homes OBC

I had been saying all
along that this man is
unstable: Amarinder

MAYURAJANWALKAR
PANAJI, SEPTEMBER28

ADAYafterheresignedfromthe
Congressandfromhisseatasthe
MLAofNaveliminSouthGoa,for-
merGoa chiefminister Luizinho
Faleiro arrived in Kolkata on
Tuesday. Faleiro and about a
dozenotherleadersfromGoaare
set tobe inducted intheAll India
Trinamool Congress (TMC) on
Wednesday.
Thosewho are expected to

jointheTMConWednesdaywith
Faleiro includeKonkaniwriterN
Shivdas, a Sahitya Akademy
award winner, former Goa
CongressGenealSecretaryYatish
Naik,formerGoaCongresssecre-
tary Mario Pinto, former
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak
PartyMLALavuMamledar.
Faleiro,aseven-timeMLAand

former AICC general secretary,
submittedhis resignation to the
GoaSpeakeronTuesdayandalso
resignedfromtheprimarymem-
bershipof theCongress.

In his resignation letter to
CongresspresidentSoniaGandhi,
Faleirowrotethattheparty’sGoa
unithadbecomea“cruelparody
ofwhattheCongressstandsfor”.
Meanwhile,AvertanoFurtado,

whowas earlier aminister in a
Manohar Parrikar-led govern-
ment,joinedtheCongresshereon
Tuesday,PTI reported.According
topartysources,heislikelytocon-
test the comingAssembly elec-
tions from Navelim, the con-
stituencyfromwherehehadlost
toLuizinhoFaleiroin2017.

Faleiro to be inducted in TMC today

New Delhi
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MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,SEPTEMBER28

TWODAYSafterpurportedvideo
clipsofanIASofficer,Mohammad
Iftikharuddin, talking about
spreading Islam to every home,
were circulatedon socialmedia,
theUttarPradeshgovernmenton
Tuesdayordered an inquiry by a
special investigationteam.
Iftikharuddin, a 1985-batch

IASofficer, iscurrentlychairman
of the Uttar Pradesh State Road
TransportCorporation.Thevideo
clips are reported to be from
2014-17,whenhewaspostedas
Kanpurdivisionalcommissioner.
Inoneofthepurportedvideo

clips,Iftikharuddinisseensitting
withagroupofmen,apparently
clerics, and is heard saying that
it is theirdutytospreadIslamto
every home. He purportedly
talks about establishing Islam
supremacyacross theworld.
In another purported video

clip, he is seen sittingwhile an-
other speaker talksaboutaper-
sonwhoconvertedtoIslamand
themeritsof conversion.
The video clips are reported

to be taken at the camp office-
cum-officialresidenceof theof-
ficial when hewas the Kanpur
divisional commissioner.
Iftikharuddin did not re-

spondtocallsonTuesday.

Inatweet,thestatehomede-
partment said the government
hasformedatwo-memberSITto
look into thematter andsubmit
a report in seven days. CB-CID
Director General GLMeenawill
head the team,which includes
ADG(Kanpur)BhanuBhaskar.
OnMondayevening,Kanpur

Police Commissioner Asim
KumarArunhadordered an in-
quiry after the video clipswent
viral in thecity.
According to a PTI report, UP

Minister of Law and Justice
Brajesh Pathak said the govern-
menthadtakencognizanceofthe
videosandgiveninstructionsfor
investigation. The placewhere
the IASofficer is sitting seems to
be government property,which
isnotatallappropriate legallyor
constitutionally,hesaid.
Thestategovernmentispar-

ticularly strict on thematter of
religiousconversion,Pathaksaid.
“Wehaveevenmadeastrictlaw
regarding that. We will take
strictactionagainstanyonewho
tries to convert people using
forceoranykindof lure,”hesaid.

--WITHPTI

Chhattisgarh
govt protecting
2 officers in PDS
scam, says BJP

Mevani gets a party, Cong a
face, but will the twain meet?

Bihar Cong says Kanhaiya
can take party ‘out of inertia’

Firebrands in grand old party

MAHARASHTRA

Astrosat,India’s
maidenspace
observatory,turns6
Pune:Astrosat,India'smaiden
space-basedobservatory,has
completed six years of suc-
cessful operations in space.
Launched by ISRO on
September28,2015,Astrosat
has not only outperformed
expectations of a five-year
missionbutalsocontinuesto
remain operational till date.
This multi-wavelength ob-
servatory, conceived in the
1990s, saw the collaboration
of scientists from ISRO, Inter
University Centre for
AstronomyandAstrophysics,
Raman Research Institute,
Indian Institute of
Astrophysics,TataInstituteof
Fundamental Research and
PhysicalResearchLaboratory.
Followingitssuccess,thesci-
entific community is in the
processof putting together a
successivemissionwith ad-
vanced instruments, works
for which are presently un-
derway. ENS

BRIEFLY
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8arrestedfor
hecklingDilip
Ghoshgetbail
Kolkata:TheKolkataPolice
on Tuesday registered a
suomotucase inconnec-
tionwith the heckling of
BJP leaderDilipGhosh in
theJadubabuBazarareaof
Bhabanipur Assembly
constituencytheprevious
day. They also arrested
eight people but all of
themreceivedbail,saidof-
ficials. Suspected TMC
workers heckled Ghosh
on the last day of cam-
paigning for the
September 30 bypoll in
which Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee is up
against BJP’s Priyanka
Tibrewal. Following the
melee, Ghosh’s security
officerwasseenwhipping
outapistol.However,alo-
cal TMC leader alleged
that Ghosh had first
pushedaTMCworker.

ENS

UTTARPRADESH

Minorchained:
father,madrasa
ownerarrested
Lucknow: Aligarh police
on Monday arrested a
madrasa owner and the
fatherofaminorboywho
theyfoundchainedatthe
institution. The father
wasarrestedafterhecon-
fessed that he asked his
boytobekeptinchainsas
heusedtorunawayfrom
themadrasa.Sleuthsalso
invokedmultiplesections
of theJuvenile JusticeAct
against the accused.
Additional Superin-ten-
dent of Police, City,
Kuldeep Singh Gunawat
said themadarsa owner
along with the boy’s fa-
ther were produced on
Tuesday before a local
courtwhichsentthemto
judicial custody. ENS

SHIVNARAYAN
RAJPUROHIT
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER28

FORTHEfirsttimesinceitsrecog-
nition by Saurashtra University
in 1988, theWildlife Institute of
India (WII) in Uttarakhand— a
Centre of Excellence under the
EnvironmentMinistry —could
notscheduleitscustomary7-km
trektotheRajajiTigerReservefor
the new batch of 20 MSc
(Wildlife) students as part of its
orientationtour.
AtthecentreoftherowisWII

directorDhananjaiMohan’s“uni-
lateral”decisiononSeptember13
to keep its recognition forMSc
andPhDprogrammesconferred
bytheuniversity“inabeyancetill
furtherclarificationwasobtained
fromUGC”.WIIfacultymembers
said the issue was never dis-

cussed in the lastmeetingof the
governingboard—thetop-deci-
sionmakingbodyoftheinstitute
—inMay2020.
Whattriggeredthemovewas

an audit by theCAG in February
2019,whichobjectedtotheWII’s
tie-upwith a non-Uttarakhand
university.OntheUGCguidelines
for “affiliation”,Mohanasserted
thathecouldnotriskstudents’fu-
turewithmultipleinterpretations
ofthelaw.Mohanhassaidthatas
perUGC guidelines, an institute
has to be “affiliated”with a uni-
versity in the same state, but
SaurashtraUniversityhasargued
thatWIIisexemptedbecauseitis
a“specialisedresearchinstitute”.
“Theuniversity’s Act, ratified

bytheUGC,grantsitselfpowerto
‘recognise’aninstituteoutsidethe
stateinspecialcases,”saidGirish
Bhimani, dean of Saurashtra
University’sScienceDepartment.

WII alumni and researchers
have sought the interventionof
PrimeMinisterNarendraModiand
EnvironmentMinisterBhupendra
Yadav to “prevent the imminent
closureofWII’s publicly-funded
MScandPhDprograms, andget
thesereinstated”.Apetitionsigned
bythealumniandresearchers,al-
legingathreattothe“conservation
agendaofthenation”,willsoonbe
submittedtoModiandYadav.
The petition also takes um-

brage to theneglect of theWII’s
governingboard.“Asperthebest
of ourknowledge,wewould like
tobringyourattentiontothefact
that these decisions to suspend
theacademicprogramsinassoci-
ationwith SaurashtraUniversity
havebeentakenwithoutinform-
ing or consulting the governing
councilatWII,” itclaims.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Row as WII director keeps
MSc, PhD courses ‘in abeyance’

ABHISHEKANGAD
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER28

AJITMANJHI, 31,worked for the
last 10 years as a migrant
labourer. When the pandemic
struck, he returned to his home
in Jharkhand’s Bokaro district in
May2020anddecidedtofarmon
three acres of his land. Around
150kmaway,inKhuntidistrict,a
groupof 10 farmers is expecting
its500quintalsofharvestedgin-
ger to fetch at least Rs 7/per kg
morethanthemarketprice.
Common to both is a

Jharkhand-basedstart-upthathas
beenworking over the last four
years in the state to build a sup-
portsystemforfarmers.Currently
operating from 12 districts,
KissanPro caters to the needs of
more than10,000 farmers—pro-
viding themwith assistance in

planningthecrop,soiltesting,drip
irrigationmanagement,immedi-
ate tips onWhatsApp, cheaper
seeds and fertilizers, and better
pricesfortheirproduce.
KissanProco-founderPankaj

Roy makes it clear it is a ‘for-
profit’ business, “but not at the
cost of exploiting farmers”. “We
are connected to a few institu-

tional buyers and are helping
farmersgetabetterprice.This is
wherewe also earn, as of now,”
saysRoy.
TheIndianExpressspoketoat

leasttenfarmersusingKissanPro
and none of them is currently
trading their produce on the
National AgricultureMarket (e-
NAM), a pan-India electronic
tradingportal.
Experts say the sector has

huge opportunities for busi-
nesses,butneedsproperproduc-
tionplanning.MSYadav,Director
of the Centre of Agribusiness
Management, Birsa Agricultural
University,says,“Middlemenlure
farmers initially and later they
don’tgivethemgoodmoney.On
e-Namonly25-30percentofthe
farmers are registered and that
tootheyusesparingly.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

AKissanProteamholdsa
meetingwithfarmers in
Ranchi’sKankeblock.

A start-up becomes a support
system for Jharkhand farmers
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THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday issuednotice tothe
Centre on a plea by the West
Bengalgovernmentchallenging
the Calcutta High Court's order
directing a CBI probe into post-
pollviolenceinthestatefollow-
ing the TMC’s victory in the re-
centAssemblypolls.
“Onthefaceof it,wefindout

thatyouhavemadeoutacasefor
issuance of notice. Let us see
what they have to say.Wewill
hear it inonegowhentheother
side is also there,” a bench of
Justices Vineet Saran and
Aniruddha Bose told senior ad-
vocateKapilSibal,whoappeared

fortheWestBengalgovernment.
The court, which fixed the

nexthearingforOctober7,how-
ever, declined to pass any in-
terimorder.
“CBIiscarryingon(an)inves-

tigation. Your Lordships should
say that it should be subject to
the outcome of this court’s or-
der,”Sibalsubmitted.Thebench
replied,“Thatisalwaysthere.We
don’tneedtosay.”Sibalthensaid
the court should say no fresh
cases should be registered. But
the bench told him that “in one
weeknothingwillhappen”.
Seeking some interim relief,

Sibal pointed out that the CBI is
issuingnotices topoliceofficers
inthestate.But JusticeSaranre-
spondedthatthecourtwill look
into thematteronOctober7.

POST-POLLVIOLENCECASES

SC notice to Centre on
Bengal plea over HC
order for CBI probe

UnionMinister forRoadTransportandHighwaysNitinGadkari reviewsworkontheZojila
andZDMorhtunnels, inBaltal, JammuandKashmir,Tuesday. PTI

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
BALTAL,SEPTEMBER28

THE GOVERNMENT wants its
showpiece infrastructure proj-
ectinKashmir,theZojilatunnel,
to be inaugurated before 2024
general elections, asking the
contractor to speed upwork by
about threeyears.
“They are supposed to com-

plete it by September 2026. I
have asked them to finish it by
December 2023 so that the
PrimeMinistercaninaugurateit
beforeRepublicDayof2024. It's
a challenge I know,but I'mcon-
fident they can do it on time,”
Union Road Transport and
HighwaysMinisterNitinGadkari
saidduring an inspectionof the
Zojila tunnel's West portal in
Baltal inKashmirTuesday.
The 14.5 km Zojila tunnel,

whichwillbeAsia'slongestbi-di-
rectiontunnelataheightofmore
than11,500 feet,will provideall-
weather, perennial connectivity
between Kashmir and Ladakh.
Fromthe strategicpoint of view,
thetunnel,beingbuiltatacostof
morethanRs4,600crore,isacrit-
icalassetforthearmedforces.
Gadkari gave the instruction

on early completion to Krishna
Reddy, managing director of
Megha Engineering and
Infrastructure Limited,who ac-
companied theminister to the
tunnel.“Thisdoesnotmeanthat
wewill compromisewith qual-
ity.True,buildingsomethinglike
this intheHimalayas isnoteasy.
But I'm sure they can do it,”
Gadkari said.
Connectivity isoneof thear-

eas the NDA government has
beenworkingon in its efforts to
winoverthepeopleandoverhaul

thesocio-economicconditionof
JammuandKashmirandLadakh,
thetwoUnionTerritoriescarved
out of the erstwhile Jammuand
Kashmirstate.Thereareplansfor
20 tunnels in Jammu and
Kashmir and 11 tunnels in
Ladakh. Road projects worth
around Rs 1 lakh crore are cur-
rently inprogress intheregion.
Gadkari said there are plans

are to pump in projects worth
anotherRs1 lakhcroreby2024.
TheZojilatunnel itselfwillget

anupgrade, asplans are afoot to
buildanescape tunnel along the
main tunnel,whichwill increase
thecost.Currently,itisasingle-tube
tunnel. Gadkari said thepaper-
workisinprocessinhisministry.
Through the tunnel, the

traveltimewillbereducedfrom
the current 3.5 hours through
thepasstoa15-mindrive,asper
official estimates.

Expect Zojila tunnel to be ready
before 2024 polls, says Gadkari

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER28

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Tuesday called upon
academicians,agriculturalscien-
tists and institutions to start a
campaigntoimpartinformation
to farmers on climate change,
which is a huge challenge for
agriculture.
Launching 35 crop varieties

with special traits to address cli-
mate change andmalnutrition,
thePrimeMinistersaid,“Climate
change is a huge challenge not
onlyforagriculture,butforouren-
tire ecosystem. Climate change
greatlyaffectsourfishproduction,
animalhealthandproductivity.”
Due to climate change, new

types of pests, diseases, epi-
demicsareemerging,whichnot
onlyposeathreat topeople,but
alsoaffectlivestockandcrops,he

said.Intensiveandcontinuedre-
searchontheseaspectsisneces-
sary, he said, adding thatwhen
science,governmentandsociety
worktogether,resultsarebetter.
“TodayIwillaskallacademi-

cians, agricultural scientists and
institutions to set your goals for
AzadiKaAmritMahotsav.Starta
75-day campaign. Take up the
campaign for change by adopt-
ing75villages.Spreadawareness
in 75 schools and engage each
school insomework,”thePrime
Ministersaid,addressingagath-
eringthroughvideoconference.
“Oureffortswillsavethecoun-

try's agriculture from climate
change. Itwill also ensure pros-
perityofthefarmerandthehealth
securityof thecountry,”hesaid.
The PrimeMinister said he

madeasimilarrequesttoOlympic
champions to spread awareness
onmalnutrition. “I urged every
athlete to attend at least 75

schoolsinthecomingyearortwo
and talk to students aboutnutri-
tion,sportsandphysicalexercise.”
Thecropvarieties,whichthe

Prime Minister launched on
Tuesday, have been developed
byIndianCouncilofAgricultural
Research (ICAR) to “address the
twin challenges of climate
changeandmalnutrition.”
ThePrimeMinister said that

1,300 such seed varieties have
been developed in recent years
and, in this series, 35 crop vari-
etieswerebeing launched.
These new varieties are not

onlycapableofdealingwithmany
typesofweatherchallenges,they
are alsomore nutritious,Modi
said. On the occasion, the Prime
Minister also inaugurated the
newly constructed campus of
National Institute of Biotic Stress
Management,Raipur,anddistrib-
utedtheGreenCampusAwardto
fouragriculturaluniversities.

New Delhi: Prime Minister
NarendraModi on Tuesday
chaired a meeting of the
Union Council of Ministers
whereinpresentationswere
made on focussed imple-
mentationandmonitoringof
variousprojects.
Sources aware of the de-

velopment said the presen-
tation was made by Union
ministers Gajendra Singh
ShekhawatandPiyushGoyal,
followed by a sort of free-
wheelingdiscussion onhow
the implementation of the
projectsandthegovernment
schemes can be further en-
hancedand improved. PTI

PM Modi chairs
meeting of Council
of Ministers

Takeup campaign to impart info
on climate change to farmers: PM

IASofficer
Mohammad
Iftikharuddin

IAS officer in ‘video
of conversion’, UP
orders SIT probe

LEENAMISRA&
VAIBHAVJHA
AHMEDABAD,SEPTEMBER28

FIREBRANDDALITleaderJignesh
Mevani was in the need for a
party. And having left AAP in
2016, perhaps there were few
options in Gujarat for the
IndependentMLAbackedbythe
Congress other than the grand
oldparty.
But if the 41-year-old needs

theCongress at a timewhen the
BJPseemsresurgentinastatethat
ithasruledfordecades,theparty
needsvoicesandfaceslikeMevani
if Rahul Gandhi has to carry
throughhisambitionsto“rebuild
theCongress”.His entry into the
Congress was facilitated by its
workingpresident,HardikPatel.
Mevani represents the re-

served constituency of Vadgam
inBanaskantha,buthebelongsto
neighbouringMehsana, the dis-
trict that is also home to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. As a
journalist, he worked for
Abhiyaan, a fortnightly Gujarati
magazine, inMumbai,andwasa
member of the late lawyer-ac-
tivistMukulSinha’sorganisation
JanSangharshManch,thatfought
forvictimsof the2002riots.
Asalawyerhispetitionseek-

ingallocationofsurplusgovern-
ment landto landlessDalitsun-
dertheGujaratAgricultureLand
Ceiling Act is before the High
Court.Hewas recently seenat a
protest by employees of Ford
Motors, which is shutting its
manufacturingplant inSanand.

Mevani said while had of-
fered to resign as MLA to for-
mally join the Congress, Rahul
hadtoldhimnot tohurthisvot-
ers. “It is just amatter of a few
months when I could contest
again on a Congress ticket,” he
toldThe IndianExpress.
Apartfrombringingsomefire

into the ranks of the Congress,
Mevani'sinductionisalsoafactor
of caste calculations -- both for
the coming elections in Uttar
PradeshandlaterGujarat.
The Gujarat Congress unit

though iswatching the entry of
Mevani, seen to be a Rahul im-
port, warily. Hardik had earlier
told The Indian Express how he
was ignoredbythe local leader-
ship.NowthoughHardik's con-
fidants sayhe ismoreconfident
ashehas“thebackingofRahul”.
Welcoming Mevani, state

CongresschiefAmitChavdatold
TheIndianExpress,“Wewelcome
such young leaders under the
leadershipofRahulGandhiinour
collectivefightagainstthetyran-
nicalandatrociousgovernment.”
However, a formerCongress

MP questioned the supposition
thatinductingMevaniwouldget
theCongresstheDalitvote.“The
Dalitvotesarealreadydivided.A
caste leader cannot become a
people’sleaderwhilethereverse
ispossible,”hesaid.

New Delhi: The government is
workingonaprogramme to set
updisastermanagementvolun-
teersin350districtsofthecoun-
tryas first respondersandmap-
ping the Brahmaputra flood
plainstocreateartificial lakesto
mitigate the annual floods in
Assam, Home Minister Amit
ShahsaidTuesday.

Speakingataneventtocom-
memorate the 17th Formation
DayoftheNDMA,Shahsaid:“No
matterhowmuchhardworkwe
put into formulating responses
and preparing plans, therewill
never be a time that NDRF and
SDRF respond immediately to a
disaster. If we need a response
within seconds, it can only be

donebythepeople.Onlytrained
Aapada Mitr (volunteers) in
everyvillagecanachieve this.”
AapadaMitr is aprogramme

to identify suitable individuals in
disaster-proneregionswhocanbe
trained to be first responders in
timesofnaturaldisasters. It isbe-
ing implemented in 30-flood
prone districts across 25 states.

“However,thisexperimentisona
verysmallscaleatthemoment.So
we are going to implement this
programmein350disaster-prone
districtsinthecountry,”Shahsaid.
Hesaidthegovernmentwas

also using satellite imagery and
data to build roads and rail net-
works inaway thatnaturalwa-
terwaysarenotobstructed.ENS

‘FIRSTRESPONDERSFORDISASTERMANAGEMENTTOBESETUP IN350DISTRICTS’

Working on mapping Brahmaputra flood plains: Shah

Jignesh
Mevani

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,SEPTEMBER28

SEVERAL BIHARCongress lead-
ers are of the opinion that that
KanhaiyaKumar,whojoinedthe
partyonTuesday,caninstil“new
energy” to thepartyand“take it
outof inertia”
BiharCongressworkingpres-

ident Kaukab Quadri told The
IndianExpress,“KanhaiyaKumar
isapopular leaderandexcellent
orator.Hewillsurelyinstilenergy
in thepartyandtake itoutof in-
ertia. Hewill prove a star cam-
paigner inatruesense.”
AskedifKanhaiyawouldface

resistance from the party’s vet-
eran leaders, Quadri said,
“Kanhaiya was brought to the
partydirectly fromtheCongress
high command and hence, no
onewouldresisthisgrowth.”
Quadri said the party had

given enough time to veteran
leaders.“Thepartyisnowinvest-
ing in a young leadership and
oneshouldwelcomeit,”hesaid.
Bihar MLC and Congress

leader Prem Chandra Mishra
echoedQuadri,saying,“Wewel-
comeKanhaiyatotheparty.The
party will make best use of his
leadershippotential.”
AnotherCongress leader, re-

questing anonymity, said
Kanhaiya can help increase the
Congress’s bargaining power in
the Grand Alliance, especially
with RJD. “Though RJD has al-
ways beenwary of Kanhaiya's
popularity, itwouldhavetotake
note of the value Kanhaiyawill

bring to theparty.”
Bihar Congress sources said

Kanhaiya Kumarmight not be
givenanyprominentpositionin
theorganisation.“Kanhaiyaisin-
terested in working on the
ground and rejuvenating
Congresscadre.Besidescatering
to upper castes, Kanhaiya has
wide appeal amongMuslims,
Dalits andyouth,” a sourcesaid.

Kanhaiya
Kumar

NewDelhi: Kanhaiya Kumar
has expelled himself from
the CPI, the Left party's gen-
eral secretary D Raja said on
Tuesdaymoments after the
formerJNUleaderjoinedthe
Congress.
Raja alleged that

Kanhaiyawas “not truthful”
with the CPI leadership.
“Kanhaiya expelled himself
from the party. He was not
truthful to theparty. TheCPI
existedlongbeforeKanhaiya
cameintotheparty'sfoldand
willcontinuetoexistafterhis
exit," Raja said, questioning
his faith in the Communist
ideology. PTI

Kanhaiya expelled
himself from CPI,
says D Raja

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR,SEPTEMBER28

FORMER CHHATTISGARH CM
and senior BJP leader Raman
Singh Tuesday alleged that the
Bhupesh Baghel government is
trying to protect two senior IAS
officers accusedof beingpart of
amulti-crore civil supply scam
unearthed in2015.
The state BJP's accusation

against the Baghel government
comes on the back of the ED's
submission before Supreme
Court that the state government
hasweakened the case against
the two officers accused in the
NAN(NagrikApurtiNigam)scam.
Addressingthemedia,Singh

accused the Congress govern-
ment of hypocrisy, as the party
had sought an ED investigation
in thecasewhile inOpposition.
In2015, the thenBJP govern-

ment facedallegations thatkick-
backswere paid by ricemillers
andagentstoallowdistributionof
substandard rice through PDS.
Thegovernmenthadthenstarted
a probe by Anti-Corruption
Bureau and EconomicOffences
Wing.TheACBraidedNANoffices,
recovered cash anddocuments,
andeventuallychargedseveralof-
ficials,includingseniorIASofficers
AlokShuklaandAnilTuteja.Both
got anticipatory bail from
ChhattisgarhHCinAugust2020.

New Delhi
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The theme this year for the World
Heart Day is Use Heart to Connect.
What is its significance in the new
normal?
For  the  last  2-3  years  the  theme  has
been Use Heart to Connect, but this year
the focus is on Connect the Heart Digi-
tally, be it with the doctor, colleague,
friends, family and your loved ones be-
cause of the pandemic. Every year, glob-
ally, around 20 million people die of Car-
dioVascular Diseases (CVD) that makes itdio Vascular Diseases (CVD) that makes it
notorious as the number one killer of hu-
mankind. In the Covid pandemic, people
are scared to visit the hospital for ap-
pointment with the doctor fearing of
getting infected, which has led to many
deaths. From our observation and experi-
ence, we can definitely say that CVD
cases and related deaths have increased
considerably because of the pandemic
and many have gone unreported, there-
fore, it is difficult to quote the exact
numbers as no data is available. Since
social distancing is the new normal mak-
ing it difficult for heart patients to reach
out and keep in touch with others, they
have no better way to connect with
them other than the technology assisted
digital platform, which is best for aware-
ness, treatment and prevention of the
heart disease.

In India, despite so much aware-
ness about CVD, why is heart dis-
ease so prevalent?
In India, the situation is very grave in
fact, more so in the present circum-
stances of the pandemic, which has ag-

gravated heart ailments. A couple of
decades ago, older people aged be-
tween 60-65 used to develop CVD, and
the chances of heart incidents increases
as one gets older. But we have observed
an alarming phenomenon in our coun-
try and globally as well, is that, people
are becoming victims of CVD at a very
younger age. In western countries,
awareness is much more widespread
and young people start getting their reg-
ular health and heart check-up done
when still young which helps in early de-
tection and treatment, as a result their
numbers are not as alarming as com-
pared to India. On the contrary, young
people in India we find are perhaps in-
different, scared or avoid going for a
health check-up to skip treatment and
be put on medication, therefore the con-
dition goes undetected and reason for
high number of CVD cases. I feel strongly
about this indifference towards one’s
health in our country. My argument has
always been that if you can get your vehi-
cle checked and serviced annually, then
why this absolute callous disregard for
your health?

When should one start going for a
heart check-up?
Silent and sudden heart attacks are
prevalent in the young.The recent death
of Siddharth Shukla, TV and film actor
came as a huge shock to people, be-
cause he looked very well maintained.
Therefore, it is all the more necessary to
get your heart checked after 40 and I al-

ways insist my family, friends and others
to go for a heart check once they turn
40. It  will  not  necessarily, that  you
would be detected with a heart problem,
but by doing so you have a basic investi-
gation for early detection of any heart
problem that could be averted and rule
out chances of your heart getting sick
with timely treatment.

Unfortunately, the issue of trust deficit
exists between patients and doctors and
is a deterrent. It is not that all doctors areis a deterrent. It is not that all doctors are
out to fleece their patients, except for a
few bad apples. It’s the duty of the doctor
to give you good advise, and it’s your
duty is to look for a good doctor. If you
are diagnosed with anything, you don’t
have to take an early decision, because
you are doing it for preventive sake. If
the situation requires that you have to
go for a surgery, you don’t have to do it
until you discuss with your family and
friends.That is why it is all the more im-
portant to get digitally connected to dis-
cuss and share your problems.

Does genetics and lifestyle or
both combined affect the heart?
It is both combined because studies
have shown that Indians as a race are in-
clined to developing CVD. What I have
seen during the past several years in this
country is that in people who are less
than 40 years, around 80-85 percent of
them have a strong family history, where
very close blood relations such as
mother, father and siblings are patients of
CVD from an early age i.e., less than 60,
then the offspring has very high chances

of developing heart problems. Then if
you have an equally poor lifestyle than
the chances of getting CVD is 100 per-
cent.Young professionals below 40, who
come to me are mostly highly stressed
because of their demanding jobs which
pressurises them to achieve unfairly high
targets. I know of people who start
working from 8 a.m. in the morning till 8
p.m.-9 p.m. in the night to stay in their
jobs. Competition is so high, which
builds up stress, hypertension and many
of them have CVD at an early age.

Why is CVD cases less in rural pop-
ulation as compared to the metro
and other big cities?
It is true that rural folks are less prone to
heart disease. However, the effects of ur-
banization are gradually catching up on
small town and village communities be-
cause of which 50 percent of the popula-
tion is now affected by CVD in some
form or the other. Nevertheless, villagers
lead a much better life than their city-
bred counterparts. I wish to share that I
come from a village in Assam where
people live a healthy life upto a ripe old
age of 90 years without having any CVD,
because there is no pollution in the envi-
ronment, their diet consists of fresh veg-
etables and fruits and so their food is nu-
tritious, and there is more social
interaction and bonding, which acts as
a stress buster. Most importantly they
live in sync with nature.

In is worrisome that now CVD is
prevalent in young people, which is dan-

Dr Bhaba Nanda Das, with
over 40 years of experience as a

cardio thoracic and
cardiovascular surgeon, is

amongst the senior most cardiac
surgeon of the country. Dr Das,
who has extensive experience

and expertise has performed the
first beating heart CABG, the
first adult and paediatric heart
implant in India, besides Aortic

Aneurysm Surgery, and is
treating people with heart

disease at Apollo Hospital, New
Delhi. On World Heart Day, the

doctor with distinguished
credentials and recognitions,

shares his thoughts, the
relevance of staying connected
digitally in the new normal.

{ }It is worrisome that CVD is
now prevalent in young

people, which is dangerous,
because it is triggered by

stress, the root cause of every
lifestyle disease.

gerous, because it is triggered by over
ambitious, over competitiveness, envy
and  jealousies, and  greed  for  more
money, comfort and power. There is no
end to aspirations and covetousness be-
cause of which people have a tendency
to hoard and show-off. This kind of men-
tal  and  emotional  abnormalities  also
leads to misery and impacts the heart.

Could you share about advance-
ments in cardiac care and inter-ments in cardiac care and inter-
ventions?
Among the advancements in cardiac
care and surgeries is TAVI, which has
come recently to treatment elderly peo-
ple having a diseased valve in their
heart, which is a condition known as
Aortic Stenosis.WhenAortic Stenosis oc-
curs at the age of above 70 years, then
there will be some comorbidity condi-
tions associated with people of that age.
So going for an open-heart surgery can
be risky for the much elderly. In such a
situation, TAVI is effective as a catheter
can be inserted through an artery, and a
new valve can be fixed in the heart.The
process in now approved, and the med-
ical guidelines says that it is suitable for
people above 70-75 years of age. The
valve used in TAVI is a biological value
and the longevity of that valve presently
known is only for 5 years duration ap-
prox. which puts a question mark on
how long it will ultimately last. It is not
recommended for young people, as they
have many more years of life ahead of
them, and unlike elderly people, they

usually have no co-morbidities.Another
drawback is that the cost of TAVI is
around $25,000-30,000 and only 10
percent of the population can afford that
kind of a surgery. Besides, you need to
be trained especially for that, which is
happening, but not in the way that it has
to happen. May be in another decade
we will have become experts inTAVI and
the costs will also come down.

Minimally invasive heart surgery has
been there for a long time. But the prob-
lem is that people seek the doctors ad-
vise when the condition is very ad-
vanced. It is not advisable to then do
minimal invasive surgery and the patient
may need bypass surgery or an open-
heart surgery to set it right. Very few
centres are doing robotic surgery, which
is another option.The costs, however, for
hi-tech surgeries are not affordable for
the common man.

What are the co-morbidities that
lead to CVD and vice-versa?
Diabetes is the leading co-morbid con-
dition for the heart. Hypertension, which
you cannot exactly call co-morbidity, is
another condition that causes CVD. But
there are other factors such as smoking,
a strong family history, sedentary
lifestyle and stressful work which are
very high-risk that can develop into seri-
ous heart ailments and even needing
cardiac surgery. The co-morbid condi-
tions that a person can develop because

of CVD is that if they are not getting
enough cardiac output, meaning it’s not
functioning properly, where the heart is
not able to pump enough blood for circu-
lation it will lead to oxygen deficiency
and one by one all other systems like the
kidney, lung, liver  will  be  getting  in-
volved, leading to multi-organ failure
and ultimately death.

During Covid many young people
died of heart attack. What led todied of heart attack. What led to
such cases of mortality?
Covid is the disease of viral infection
leading to an inflammable state. Not all
Covid cases get pneumonia, and only 10
percent of people will get strong oxygen
pneumonia, which is an inflammable
state that can affect the small blood ves-
sels in our body. Secondly, the heart and
lung are very closely interconnected
where if any one of them is affected it
will impact the other. If the lung gets af-
fected and is in inflammable condition
the heart then has to work harder, to
simply maintain the oxygen reserve. If
you are a patient of CVD, which aggra-
vated in Covid, it becomes severe be-
cause the heart has to work harder to
maintain the circulation of blood in our
body. Insignificant type of heart dis-
eases, were seen to turn more serious
with Covid infection where the heart
and lung couldn’t cope putting a ques-
tion mark on survival. In the last two
years of the pandemic and resultant lock
down there were lesser admissions in
hospitals because of heart attacks, but

that does not mean that there were no
heart diseases. Many people living in
small towns or villages were unable to
come to the city even for critical emer-
gencies needing surgery and therefore
died in their home for want of medical
attention. I have personally seen 10
cases of diseased heart valve which was
blocked because the patient was not
taking the medicine. In the pandemic pe-
riod, a lot of people who had a heart dis-
ease and had Covid died. And it was the
other way round too where Covid led to
pulmonary failure that affected the
heart and patients have died. As many
people had co-morbidity alongwith
CVD, the rate of mortality rose high dur-
ing that period.

In fact, people were scared to come
to the hospital fearing they would get
infected and this situation prevailed all
across the world. That is why the World
Heart Day emphasis on digitally con-
necting the heart.

What is your message to people
on World Heart Day?
OnWorld Heart Day,my message to all of
you is that stay connected either digi-
tally or physically with your doctor, fam-
ily, friends and loved ones so that you
can discuss your problems, and this is re-
quired and necessary because the pan-
demic is here to stay for a while and we
are not going out much until its very
necessary.

{ }It is necessary to get your heart
checked after 40, as by doing so
you have a basic investigation

for early detection of any heart
problem that could be averted
with timely treatment, ruling

out chances of your heart
getting sick in future.

To Keep Heart Safe and
Happy, Connect Digitally

ADVERTORIAL

DR. BHABANANDA DAS
M.S., M.Ch. (CTVS) Senior Consultant

Cardiothoracic &Vascular Surgery

New Delhi



‘Nobody is against English; we want to ensure
language does not become a barrier to talent’

Onensuringholisticimplementationofthe
NationalEducationPolicy(NEP)
Manystategovernmentshavealreadybegun

implementing various provisions of theNEP in
their universities and schools, and in skill devel-
opmentcentres. It isacontinuumandfocuseson
alifeoflearning;itisnotfocusedsomuchonteach-
ing,ratherit isfocusedonlearning.
One important aspect that has been in the

pipeline is theNational Education Technology
Forum.Ataskforcehasalreadybeenconstituted.
The future is going to be technology. Of course,
technologyisnotgoingtoreplacetheteachers.The
importanceof teachers in teachingand learning,
thepersonalinteractionsthatwehaveintheclass-
roomsorintheplaygrounds—thatwillcontinue
tohave its importance,butgiventhe largepopu-
lation,thesizeofthecohort,theagegroupinwhich
wehave to impart education, andgiven the fact
thatmanynewlearningshavetocomeevenwhile
weareworking…Earlierconceptsthatweearna
degree and thengoout forworkare also chang-
ing.Newskillsornewknowledgehavetobelearnt
overtheyears,andallthatwillcomethroughtech-
nology. The Technology Forumwill try to bring
that synergyamongvariousplatformsof school,
higher education, skill development, andmin-
istries, and also the state governments. So state
government teachers, central government,we
have to look at education as one holistic trend
ratherthanlookingatitintermsoftheregulatory
structures.Thereareformsofgovernance;educa-
tionassuchwillremainthesame.
Thesecondimportantworkinprogressisthe

EducationCommissionof India,whichwillbring
inanewregulatorystructure.Insteadofmultiple
regulators,therewillbeasingleregulatorandthe
focuswillbemoreonself-regulationrather than
inspection andenforcement fromthe central or
thestategovernment.Of course, thiswill require
parliamentaryapproval,andwilltakealittletime.

OnTamilNadu’sannouncementthatitwill
notimplementtheNEP
Inthelastmeeting wehad,heldimmediately

afterthepolicywasannounced,whichwasbefore

theAssemblyelectionsinTamilNadu,allthestate
governmentshadgiventheirconsenttothepolicy,
withsomelocalrequirements.Sooverall,nostate
hasasyetgoneforanewpolicyof itsown.Byand
largeitisthesamepolicy—sometweakingatthe
local level, theycanhave.Thepolicyisonewhich
empowers students, and I don’t think any state,
anyinstitution,willsaydon’tempowerstudents.
All states, alluniversities, all IITs, cannotdo it im-
mediately. Theywill have todo it inphases. That
phasinghastobedonebythestatesorinstitutions.

Onundoingthedamagecausedbythe
pandemictoschooleducation
Sometimeswhenwe thinkof digital educa-

tion,westartthinkingabouttheInternet.Internet
isoneofthemediums,butthereisanother,which
weconsiderourstrength— 34educationalchan-
nels—andthereisathirdone,whichisradio.One
willhavetodeviseanoptimummixoftheseme-

dia. There are areas in this countrywhere the
Internetisnotavailablecontinuously,buttheyare
servedbysatelliteTV.Infact,lastyear,12channels
wereallottedspecificallytoschools,andonechan-
nelperclasswasintroduced.AllIndiaRadioisalso
givingtimetothestatestohavetheireducational
programmesonradio,becausesomeplacesmay
nothaveeventelevision,buthaveaccesstoradio.
Infact,FMradiocanbeheardevenonAndroidmo-
biles. Sowe should not focus only on one, the
Internet.Ifwehaveamixofallthree,dependingon
thegeographical locationand the incomegroup
wearecateringto,thatwouldbetheidealthing.

Onthegapineducationcreatedonaccountof
manystudentsbeingleftbehind
TheNIPUNBharatprogrammefocusesonlit-

eracyandnumeracy. Evenbefore thepandemic,
therewas a concern that learning levels in our
schoolswere low. So this foundation for literacy

andnumeracywillreallyhelpinimprovingthose
skills, not only among thosewhoare already in
schoolinsomeclass,butalsothosewhoareoutof
school; they can take the help of those pro-
grammesand, through theNIUSor somebridg-
ingmethod,theycancomebacktoschool.Thesys-
temwehavedevised forhighereducation in the
formof anacademicbankof credit, thearchitec-
ture for thedigital learning system—even chil-
drenoutof theeducationsystemcanbebrought
back through this academicbankof credit. Their
prior learning canbe recognised, and then they
canproceedfurthereither forskillingor for their
highersecondary,orevenhighereducation.

OnimplementingtheNEPwhenthe
educationbudgethastakenacut
Therearetwoparts tothis:one is thebudget,

and the other is the resources.Withmyexperi-
enceofthelastthreedecades,Icansaythetwoare
notthesame.Manyatimeweallocatemoney,and
theactualworkortheactualoutputismuchless,
because the synergy is not there. To give a small
example,wespendaboutRs1,500croreayearon
technology.ThesameTVchannelcanbeusedeven
for higher education or for engineering or for
school, or even for a cultural programme. If you
bring synergy among them, the same resources
canbeutilisedbetter.Takehighereducationalin-
stitutions.Thesameinfrastructuremaynotbefor
thepurposeofhighereducationorschooleduca-
tion,butaschoolcanbeutilisedintheeveningfor
skilling.Thistypeofresourcepoolingwillactually
havemorevalueformoney.Forhighereducation,
thebudgetwasreducedprimarilybecausesome
of the capitalworkwhichwasgoingon for vari-
ous IITs is in the completionphase, sowhenwe
talkofacut,itisactuallywithreferencetothepre-

viousyear. Iamnotsayingmorefundsarenotre-
quired, butmore than funds,what is required is
theapproachinutilisingthoseresources.

OnfundsforimplementingNEPinfuture
In school education, yes,wewoulddefinitely

requirefunds. Inhighereducation, thereisapro-
visionfortheNationalResearchFoundation,which
isaworkinprogress.Variousapprovalshavebeen
taken by the Scientific Advisor to the Prime
Minister,andmajorfundingforresearchwillnow
bethroughtheNRF.So,whileyoumaynotseethat
amount inthebudgetofhighereducation, those
fundswill flowtotheuniversities,anditwillbea
dedicatedfundforresearch.Andresearchdoesnot
meanonlyscientific research; itwill also include
thesocialsciences.Thisisaworkinprogress;ithas
beenannouncedby the FinanceMinister in this
year’sBudget,andit isnowinthefinalstages.

Onintroducingmulti-lingualhigher
education
One thingwe should be very clear about—

what the PrimeMinister has alsomentioned in
his address earlier — is that nobody is against
English. It is not that English has to be replaced
withsomeotherlanguage;whatwewantistoen-
surethatlanguageshouldnotbecomeabarrierto
talent.Whatweshouldbelookingatinthissystem
isthetalent.Knowledgeofasubjectismoreimpor-
tant than the knowledge of a language.Who
knows,another20-30yearsdowntheline,theen-
tiremediumof communicationmaybethrough
somecomputerprogramme,or couldbeamind
reader fromyour side tomine— the concept of
differentlanguagesmaynotevenbethere.
Many peoplewho leave courses in the first

year are finding it difficult to understand the
courses in English, so that iswherewewish to
have this intervention. One of the IITs has in-
formedmethatafterJEEAdvanced,theywillbe
bringing the online course in the regional lan-
guage.What happens is that in the classroom
thediscussioncouldbeinEnglish,butthesame
thing could be understood a little later by the
student ina regional language.
The important thing is there is no language-

specificseatallocation.Thereisnosuchprovision
in theConstitution, and that is not thepurpose.
Thepurposeistoensurethatthestudentswhoare
otherwise talented shouldnot get deprivedbe-
causetheyarenotproficientinEnglish,especially
studentswhocomefromtheruralbackground.

TRANSCRIBEDBYMEHRGILL
(Editedexcerpts)

VVIIDDEEOO:: youtu.be/hDMh8KO9PV4

AUDIENCEQUESTIONS
OnActsthatwillhavetobeamendedto
fullyimplementtheNEP
Theseamendmentsshouldhavecomethis

year,butforthedifficult(pandemic)situation.
Hopefullybynextyear,someoftheseamend-
mentswill be part of theHigher Education
Commission.Wehave adraft, but insteadof
goingbeforetheCabinetortoParliament,we
have decided thatwewould prefer awider
consultationwith state governments and
stakeholders. Thiswill benotonly for central
andstategovernmentinstitutions,butalsofor
privateinstitutions. It isonlyaftertheconsul-
tationthatwewouldliketogotoParliament.

Onunderprivilegedstudentswhoare
returningtoschool
As schools reopen, those who are out-

sidethesystemhavetobebroughtbackinto
the system through a bridge course. And
that bridging is possible today by various
coursesofNIUS,byhavingthebridgingsys-
tematdifferent levels.Evenearlier, thissys-
temof bridge courseswas there, but itwill
berequiredonamuchlargerscaletobridge
this gap, not only for those who were in
school and could not attendbecause of the
pandemic, but also for those who have
droppedout altogether.

Ayearafter thegovernmentannouncedanewNationalEducationPolicy,EducationSecretaryAmitKharediscusseswhat ischanging,
thefocusonlearningratherthanteaching,andtheroadtoholistic implementationof thepolicy

EducationSecretaryAmitKharein
conversationonZoomwithNational
EducationEditorRitikaChopra.
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LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN,SEPTEMBER28

WITH THE BJP government in
Uttarakhandconsideringapopu-
lation control law and issuing a
notetotopofficialstotakeprecau-
tionary measures to check in-
stancesof“forcedmigration”due
toa“demographic imbalance” in
some areas that could lead to
communal disturbance,
OppositionCongressonTuesday

said thesemoveswere aimedat
communalpolarisationaheadof
theAssemblyelections.
AdayafterThe IndianExpress

reported that the state govern-
ment was examining Uttar
Pradesh’sdraftpopulationcontrol
to prepare one the state, Chief
Minister Pushkar SinghDhami,
whenaskedaboutthemove,told
reporters:“Thegovernmentisdo-
ing its homework...will tell you
onceitcompletes.”
CongressMLAfromManglore

inHaridwar district, QaziMohd
Nizamuddin,termedthegovern-
mentmovesanattempt tocover
upfailuresonbasicpublicissues.
“TheBJPgovernmentfailedto

deliver in fiveyearsandtohide it
failures, it ismakinganattempts
ofcommunalpolarisationinelec-
tions by raising such issues,” he
said. “Instead of speaking about
migrationofpeoplefromvillages
inhills,theyaretalkingaboutan-
othermigration [of Hindus].”He
saidheneversawanycommunal

violence in his constituency,
which has 38 per centMuslim
population.
Whenaskedaboutforcedland

deals andmigration due to fear,
DGPAshokKumarsaidhehasnot
receivedanysuchcomplaint yet.
“SPsinthedistrictshavebeendi-
rected to followtheordersof the
HomeDepartment,”theDGPsaid,
referring to lastweek’s order for
constitutionofdistrict-levelcom-
mitteestochecksuchinstances.
Denying the allegations, BJP

spokesperson Shadab Shams
said:“BJPisnottryinganypolari-
sation.”Onthe“forcedmigration”
issue,hesaid,“TheCongressitself
startedthisdebatebydemanding
astrict landlawandallegingthat
people from other states were
buyingpropertiesinUttarakhand
and disturbing it local culture.
Whenanotherperson toowrote
to the government about it, the
state government decided to
check... Thismove is not against
anyparticular community... The

BJPwillcontestelectionsbyhigh-
lightingitsdevelopmentworks.”
HewasreferringtoBJPleader

AjendraAjay’slettertotheCMde-
mandingtonotifyhillareasasspe-
cialzone,andbringinspecialpro-
visionsforsale,purchaseof land.
AjaytoldTheIndianExpress,“In

border areaswhereHindus be-
comeminoritypopulation–from
North-East to J&K– separatism,
terrorismandanti-nationalactiv-
ities increase. That is one of the
concerns.”

UTTARAKHAND: 'FORCEDMIGRATION', POPULATIONCONTROLMOVES

YOGESHNAIK,
SHUBHANGIKHAPRE
&VIVEKDESHPANDE
MUMBAI,NAGPUR,SEPT28

AT LEAST eight persons died as
torrentialraincausedfloodhavoc
acrosstheMarathwadaregionof
centralMaharashtraandpartsof
the state's eastern region of
Vidarbha.
Homes and fieldswere sub-

merged,andtheadministration
hadtoscrambletorelocatefam-
ilies and livestock in a total of
ninebadlyaffecteddistrictsasa
depression caused by Cyclone
Gulab, whichmade landfall on
the east coast, dumped rain on
Maharashtra, especially on the

drought-prone Marathwada
region.
The state governmenthad to

callintheNDRFforrescueopera-
tions. Government agencies res-
cuedmorethan300people.
Some districts of Vidarbha

werealsoaffected.

This is the third natural
calamitytostrikeMaharashtraaf-
ter Cyclone Tauktae inMay and
thesevererainthatcausedfloods
anddeadly landslides inKonkan
andWesternMaharashtrainJuly
thisyear.
Heavyrainlashedalleightdis-

trictsofMarathwadaoverthelast
twodays, fillingup several dams
intheregion,asaresultofwhich
waterhad tobedischarged from
thesecatchments,causingflood-
ingdownstream.
All 18 gates ofManjara dam

and11 gates ofMajalgaondam,
both located in Beed, had to be
opened, resulting inwater dis-
charge of 78,397 cusecs and
80,534 cusecs, respectively. The
water release caused flooding in

BeedandadjoiningLaturdistricts.
InneighbouringNanded,thewa-
ter discharge fromVishnupuri
dam was highest at 1,11,594
cusecs. Inastatecabinetmeeting
on Tuesday, Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray asked all
guardianministersofaffecteddis-
trictstogooninspectiontours.He
has called anothermeeting on
Wednesdayevening.

Bus sweptoff; 4killed
A Maharashtra State Road

TransportCorporationspokesper-
sonsaidfourpeoplediedwhena
bus bound from Nagpur to
Nandedwas swept off an inun-
dated culvert at a village in
Yavatmal. Twopassengerswere
rescued.

Rain, flood havoc in Maharashtra, 8 dead

Rescueoperations inLatur.

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER28

MORETHANeightmonthsafterit
rolled out the Covid-19 vaccina-
tiondrive,IndiaonTuesdaycom-
pletedadministeringbothdoses
ofthevaccinetoalmost25%ofthe
estimatedadultpopulation.
Accordingtoprovisionaldata,

morethan53lakhvaccinedoses
were administered on Tuesday,
takingthecumulativenumberto
87.59 crore.With Tuesday’s vac-
cinations, 68% of the estimated
adult population has received
their first dose and 24.61% are
fullyvaccinated.
Almost aquarterof theadult

populationbeingfullyvaccinated
has significant public health im-
plications. Data shows that vac-
cine effectiveness in preventing
deathenhancesafter thesecond
dose, offering near-total protec-
tion (97.5%) against severity
anddeath.
“It is clear that among the

tools we are using in our fight
against the pandemic, it is the
vaccine tool, which is themost
significant shield that is protect-
ing us fromdeath. It is also clear
thatifyougivetwodosesthereis
neartotalprotectionagainstseri-
ous disease and death. Thiswill
changethescenarioverydramat-
ically,”DrVKPaul,headofIndia’s
Covid-19 task force, had
earliersaid.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER28

BYPOLLSTOthreeLokSabhaseats
and30Assembly constituencies
spreadacross14stateswillbeheld
on October 30, the Election
Commission announced on
Tuesday. The counting of votes
willtakeplaceonNovember2.
TheseatswhereLokSabhaby-

electionswill be held areDadra
and Nagar Haveli, Mandi in
HimachalPradeshandKhandwa
inMP. Inall threeconstituencies,
thesittingmembershaddied.
Assemblybypollswillbeheld

in30seatsspreadacross14states.
Five of these seats are in

Assam, four are inWest Bengal,
threeeachareinMadhyaPradesh,
Himachal Pradesh and

Meghalaya,twoeachareinBihar,
KarnatakaandRajasthanandone
each is in Andhra Pradesh,
Haryana,Maharashtra,Mizoram,
NagalandandTelangana.
“The Commission has re-

viewed the situation related to
pandemic, flood, festivals, cold
conditionsincertainregions,feed-
back fromconcerned States/UT
and taken into consideration all
facts and circumstances,” the EC
saidinastatement.
Prohibition of pre and post

nominationprocessions, 50per-
cent capacity at outdoor venues
for campaigning, amaximumof
20 star campaigners fornational
and state recognisedparties and
asilenceperiodof72hoursbefore
theendofpollingaresomeofthe
COVID-19-relatedrestrictionsim-
posedbytheEC.

Three LS, 30 Assembly seats
to go for bypolls on Oct 30: EC

Kolkata:TheCalcuttaHighCourt
on Tuesday directed Assembly
Speaker Biman Banerjee to in-
formitbyOctober7hisdecision
onapetitionseekingthedisqual-
ification of Mukul Roy as MLA
sincehe joinedTMCafter being
electedonaBJP ticket.
On July 17, Leader of

Opposition Suvendu Adhikari
had petitioned the Speaker to
disqualify Roy from the
Assembly, claiming he had de-
fectedtotheTMC.Thefollowing
month, BJP MLA Ambika Roy
movedtheHCchallengingRoy’s
electionasthechairpersonofthe
Public Accounts Committee
(PAC)andprayedfornomination
of anOppositionmember. ENS

HC to Speaker:
Decide on plea
for Mukul Roy
disqualification

Cong MLA accuses govt of communal polarisation moves for polls, BJP denies

576
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

TRACKING THE SECOND SURGE

NEWCASES: 21,345
ACTIVE CASES:2,84,167
TOTAL VACCINATION:87,07,08,636

DAILY DEATHS
379

TOTALDEATHS
4,47,752

WEEKLY CFR
0.90%

OVERALL CFR
1.34%

TESTS TODAY: 15,08,581 | TOTAL TESTS: 56,72,38,612

WEEKLY POSITIVITY: 1.79% | OVERALL POSITIVITY: 5.94%

STATESREPORTINGMOSTCASES

STATE NEW ACTIVE WEEKLY TOTAL
CASES CASES POSITIVITY VACCINATION

■Kerala 11,196 1,49,852 15.11% 3,51,74,863

■Maharashtra 2,844 36,794 1.51% 7,93,78,463

■Mizoram 1,846 15,254 16.48% 11,13,653

■TamilNadu 1,630 17,231 1.09% 4,64,08,275

■AndhraPradesh 771 11,912 2.06% 3,97,36,489

STATESREPORTINGMOSTDEATHS

STATE TODAY’S TOTAL WEEKLY OVERALL
DEATHS DEATHS CFR CFR

■Kerala 149 24,889 0.60% 0.56%

■Haryana 64 9,874 71.74% 1.28%

■Maharashtra 64 1,42,535 3.46% 2.19%

■Karnataka 17 37,763 1.92% 1.27%

■TamilNadu 17 35,526 1.31% 1.35%

Note:DataasonSept28;vaccinationnumbersasofSept27.Deathsincludethosecausedbycomorbidities.

Almost25%ofadult
populationvaccinatedJaipur: Despite more than one

letterfromtheUniversityGrants
Commission(UGC)andthestate
governmentexpressingconcern
over allegedly “illegal” promo-
tionof teachersattheUniversity
ofRajasthan,205in-serviceand
retired teachers have been pro-
motedby it asprofessors.
InanorderdatedSeptember

25,postahurriedlycalledmeet-
ingof itsSyndicatewhichmany
memberskeptoutof,theuniver-
sitypromoted107in-serviceand
98retiredassociateprofessors -
-partof the272ithadappointed
on an adhoc basis,without any
selection process, to fill
vacancies. ENS

Made challenges new opportunities
to revive tourism, says Gujarat CM

Chennai:A28-year-oldwhogota
leaseoflifeafterundergoingaro-
botic colorectal surgery for low
rectal cancer four years ago has
finishedpost-graduationinmed-
icine—andwonagoldmedal.
“Shewasdiagnosedwithvery

low rectal cancer in 2017when
shewas24, justasshewasabout
to joinhermedical post-gradua-
tion,” said Dr Venkatesh
Munikrishnan, consultant col-
orectal and robotic surgeon, The
Apollo Institute of Colorectal
Surgery,Chennai.“Thisisbecause
conventionalsurgeryforcolorec-
tal cancer leaves patientswith a

colostomy— that is, a surgically
createdopening in thebodythat
routesbowelwasteaway intoan
externalcolostomybag.”
Theyouth’sachievementinci-

dentallycomesatatimewhenthe
institutemarkscompletionoffive
yearssinceitbeganofferingmin-
imally invasive robotic surgical
techniquesandtechnologytopa-
tientswith colorectal diseases,
particularlycolorectalcancer.
DrPrathapCReddy,chairman

oftheApolloHospitalsGroup,said
they plan to extend the robotic
colorectal surgery program to
otherhospitalsinthegroup. ENS

Interrupted by cancer 4 yrs ago,
doctor goes on to win gold medal

Vadodara:Emphasisingonmak-
ing Gujarat an “all-round”
tourism hub, Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel said the state
convertedchallengesduringthe
pandemic into opportunities to
revive the tourismindustry.
Speaking at the Gujarat

Travel and Tourism Excellence
Award in Gandhinagar on
September 25, Patel said Prime
Minister NarendraModi’s con-
ceptof integratingfestivalswith
tourism has helped Gujarat in
becominga tourismhotspot.
Patel, along with state

TourismMinisterPurneshModi,
Minister of State for Tourism
Arvind Raiyani, Tourism
Secretary Harit Shukla and

TourismCorporation of Gujarat
Limited MD Jenu Devan, gave
awayawards in26categories.
Patel said, “The global pan-

demic has hit the travel and
tourism sector but Gujarat has
convertedthechallengesintoop-
portunities to revive this sector.
Gujarat(has)maximumvarietyof
touristspots...rangingfromdesert
and beach tourism to religious
and spiritual tourism, adventure
and border tourism to heritage
tourism... It also has theworld’s
talleststatue,theStatueofUnity.”
He said, “The state government
hasundertakenanovelconcept
ofbordertourism...(andwas)the
first state to announceHeritage
TourismPolicy in2020.” ENS

Rajasthan univ
promotes 205 as
Prof amid concern

New Delhi
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SPAIN

DROWNINGGIRL STATUECAUSESASTIR
StaringimpassivelyoutfromthemurkywatersofBilbao’sRiverNervion,theeerilylifelikefaceof
ayounggirldrowninginthetidehasbeenunsettlingpeopleintheSpanishcitysincesheappeared
unannouncedlastweek.MexicanhyperrealistartistRubenOrozcocreatedtheenigmaticfigure,
entitled‘Bihar’(‘Tomorrow’inBasque)foracampaigntoencouragedebatearoundsustainability.

RUSSIA

Newcaseagainst
jailedKremlin
criticNavalny
RUSSIA’S INVESTIGATIVE
Committeehas launcheda
newcriminal case against
jailedKremlin criticAlexei
Navalny andhis allies, the
committee said in a state-
mentonTuesday.Thecom-
mitteesaiditwasinvestigat-
ingNavalnyonsuspicionof
setting up an “extremist
group”togetherwithhisas-
sociates.ARussiancourthas
alreadyoutlawedNavalny’s
anti-corruptionfoundation
asextremistandhehimself
is inprisonforparoleviola-
tions.Navalny,45,iswidely
regarded as Russian
PresidentVladimir Putin’s
mostpopular opponent in
Russia.Navalnywas flown
to Germany for medical
treatment after beingpoi-
soned in Siberia inAugust
2020withwhatWestern
experts concludedwas the
military nerve agent
Novichok. REUTERS

AlexeiNavalny

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

JAPAN

Govttoliftall
Covidemergency
stepsnationwide
JAPAN’SGOVERNMENTan-
nouncedTuesday that the
coronavirusstateof emer-
gencywillendthisweekto
help rejuvenate theecon-
omy as infections slow.
PrimeMinisterYoshihide
Suga said the emergency
willendThursdayandvirus
restrictionswill be eased
gradually “in order to re-
sumedailylivesdespitethe
presenceof thevirus.”He
said the governmentwill
create more temporary
Covid-19 treatment facili-
tiesandcontinuevaccina-
tionstoprepare foranyfu-
tureresurgence. “Our fight
against the coronavirus is
nowenteringanewphase,”
Suga said. “Finally,wecan
seesocialandeconomicac-
tivities starting to nor-
malise.” AP

NORTHKOREA

Short-range
missilefiredinto
seain latesttest
NORTH KOREA fired a
short-rangemissile into
the sea early Tuesday, its
neighboring countries
said, in the latestweapon
tests byNorth Korea that
has raised questions
about the sincerity of its
recentoffer for talkswith
South Korea. In an emer-
gency National Security
Council meeting, the
South Korean govern-
ment expressed regret
over what it called “a
short-range missile
launch”by theNorth. AP

TROYCLOSSON
SEPTEMBER28

RKELLY, themultiplatinumR&B
artistwhosemusical legacy be-
cameintertwinedwithdozensof
accusationsof sexualabuse,was
found guiltyMonday of serving
astheringleaderofadecadeslong
scheme to recruit women and
underagegirls forsex.
The jury in NewYork delib-

erated for about nine hours be-
fore convicting the singer of all
ninecountsagainsthim,includ-
ingracketeeringandeightviola-
tions of an anti-sex-trafficking
lawknownas theMannAct.
The decision represents the

firstcriminalpunishmentagainst
Kellydespiteatrailofallegations
of misconduct that extends for

morethanaquarter-century.
Kelly, 54, once one of the

biggestnamesinpopularmusic,
now faces the possibility of life
inprison.
JacquelynM.Kasulis,theact-

ingUSattorneyinBrooklyn,New

York,toldreportersthatthever-
dict sent a powerfulmessage to
men likeKelly.
Shethankedthe11menand

women who accused him of
misconductat the trial.
“No onedeserveswhat they

experienced at his hands or the
threats and harassment they
faced in telling the truth about
what happened to them. We
hope that today’s verdict brings
somemeasure of comfort and
closure,”Kasulis said.
As he left the courtroom

Monday, one of Kelly’s lawyers
said his defence team would
consideranappeal.
“Of course we are disap-

pointed in the verdict,” the
lawyer,DeverauxL.Cannick,said.
“Iamevenmoredisappointedin
theprosecution forbringing this
case,” he said, adding that itwas
“repletewithinconsistencies.”
Thetrialmarkedasignificant

milestone, as women andmen
tookthestandagainstthesinger
to accuse Kelly of sexual abuse
for the first time, including sev-

eralwhohadneversharedtheir
accountspublicly.
OnMonday, severalwomen

whosaidKellyhadabused them
praised his conviction as a
decades-in-the-makingrebukeof
thesingerandameaningfulvali-
dationofthestoriesofhisvictims.
“Today,myvoicewasheard,”

Jerhonda Pace wrote on
Instagram.Pacebecamethefirst
accuser to ever testify against
Kellyatacriminaltrialwhenshe
took thestand lastmonth.
Theprosecutioncalled45wit-

nesses during the trial, but the
criminal charges against the
singerhingedonaccusations re-
latedtosixwomen,fiveofwhom
testified(thesixth,singerAaliyah,
diedinaplanecrashin2001).Four
otherwomenand twomenalso
tookthestandasaccusers. NYT

R Kelly convicted on all counts after yrs of accusations

AprotestoutsideR.Kelly’s studio in2019.AP

US Congressional
report: Pakistan
home to 12 foreign
terrorist groups

USmilitary leaders testify inCongress, say
favouredkeeping troops inAfghanistan

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,SEPTEMBER28

PAKISTAN IShome to at least 12
groupsdesignatedas“foreignter-
roristorganisations”bytheUS,in-
cluding fiveof thembeing India-
centric like the Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM), according to the latest
Congressionalreportonterrorism.
US officials have identified

Pakistan as a base of operations
or target for numerous armed
and non-statemilitant groups,
some of which have existed
since the 1980s, the independ-
ent Congressional Research
Service (CRS) said in the report.
Thereport,‘TerroristandOther

MilitantGroups in Pakistan’, re-
leasedby thebipartisan research
wingofUSCongressontheeveof
thehistoricQuadsummithosted
byUSPresident JoeBidenat the
WhiteHouse lastweek, said that
thesegroupsoperatinginPakistan
canbebroadlycategorisedintofive
types — globally-oriented,
Afghanistanoriented, India- and
Kashmir-oriented, domestically
oriented,andSectarian(anti-Shia).
The Lashkar-e-Taiba (LET)

was formed in the late 1980s in
Pakistananddesignatedasafor-
eignterroristorganisation(FTO)
in2001.“LETwasresponsiblefor
major 2008 attacks inMumbai,
India, aswell asnumerousother
high-profileattacks,”theCRSsaid.
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JEM)

was founded in 2000 by
KashmirimilitantleaderMasood
Azhar andwasdesignatedas an
FTO in 2001. Alongwith LET, it
wasresponsible for the2001at-
tack on the Indian parliament,
amongotherattacks, it said.
JEMalsohasopenlydeclared

warontheUnitedStates,itnoted.
Harakat-ul Jihad Islami

(HUJI) was formed in 1980 in
Afghanistan to fight the Soviet

army andwas designated as an
FTO in 2010. After 1989, it redi-
recteditseffortstowardIndia,al-
though it did supply fighters to
theAfghanTaliban.“Withanun-
knownstrength,HUJI todayop-
erates in Afghanistan, Pakistan,
BangladeshandIndia,andseeks
annexation of Kashmir into
Pakistan,” the report said.
Finally, Hizb-ulMujahideen

(HM)was formed in 1989 and
designated as an FTO in 2017. It
is one of the largest and oldest
militant groups operating in
JammuandKashmir.
Amongotherterroristgroups

operating from Pakistan are Al
Qaeda, CRS said, adding that it
hasoperatedprimarilyfromthe
former Federally Administered
TribalAreasandinthemegacity
of Karachi, as well as in
Afghanistan. It has since 2011
been led by Ayman al-Zawahiri
and reportedlymaintains sup-
portive ties with many of the
groups inside thecountry.
CRS said according to theUS

State Department’s Country
Reports on Terrorism 2019,
Pakistanhas “continued to serve
asasafehavenforcertainregion-
allyfocusedterroristgroups”,and
has “allowed groups targeting
Afghanistan ... aswell as groups
targeting India ...to operate from
itsterritory”.
Pakistan has been long ac-

cused of providing safe haven
andsupport tomilitants. PTI

CORAENGELBRECHT
&SHARIFHASSAN
SEPTEMBER28

TIGHTENING THE Taliban’s re-
strictionsonwomen,thegroup’s
new chancellor for Kabul
University announcedMonday
that women would be indefi-
nitelybarredfromtheinstitution
eitherasinstructorsorstudents.
“Igiveyoumywordsaschan-

cellor of Kabul University,”
MohammadAshrafGhairatsaid
onTwitter onMonday. “As long
as a real Islamic environment is

notprovidedforall,womenwill
not be allowed to come to uni-
versitiesorwork. Islamfirst.”
The new university policy

echoestheTaliban’s first timein
power, in the 1990s, when
women were only allowed in
publicifaccompaniedbyamale
relativeandwouldbebeatenfor
disobeying, andwerekept from
schoolentirely.
Some female staffmembers,

whohaveworkedinrelativefree-
domover thepast twodecades,
pushedbackagainstthenewde-
cree,questioningtheideathatthe
Talibanhadamonopolyondefin-

ingtheIslamicfaith.
“In this holyplace, therewas

nothingun-Islamic,” one female
lecturer said, speakingoncondi-

tion of anonymity out of fear of
reprisal,asdidseveralothersinter-
viewed by The New York Times.
“Presidents, teachers, engineers
andevenmullahsaretrainedhere
and gifted to society,” she said.
“KabulUniversity is thehome to
thenationofAfghanistan.”
In the days after the Taliban

seizedpowerinAugust,officials
went to pains to insist that this
time would be better for
women,whowouldbeallowed
to study,workandevenpartici-
pate ingovernment.
But none of that has hap-

pened. Taliban leaders recently

namedanall-maleCabinet.The
new government has also pro-
hibitedwomen from returning
totheworkplace,citingsecurity
concerns, though officials have
described that as temporary.
(TheoriginalTalibanmovement
didthataswellinitsearlydaysin
1990s,butnever followedup.)
Twoweeks ago, the Taliban

replacedthepresidentofKabul
University, the country’s pre-
miercollege,withGhairat,a34-
year-old devotee of the move-
ment who has referred to the
country’sschoolsas“centresfor
prostitution.” NYT

MZULQERNAIN
LAHORE,SEPTEMBER28

APAKISTANIcourtherehassen-
tencedtodeathaschoolprinci-
pal for committingblasphemy.
The district and sessions

courtonMondayhandeddown
the death sentence to Salma
Tanvir, principal of a private
school in Nishtar Colony, and
imposed a fine of PKR 5,000
($29) onher.
Additional district and ses-

sionsJudgeMansoorAhmadob-
served in theverdict thatTanvir
committedblasphemybydeny-
ing that Prophet Muhammad
wasnotthelastprophetof Islam.
Lahore police in 2013 had

registered a blasphemy case
against Tanvir on the complaint
ofalocalcleric.Shewasaccused
ofdenyingthefinalityofProphet
Muhammadandclaimedherself
tobe theProphetof Islam.
Tanvir’scounselMuhammad

Ramzan argued that her client
was “unsoundminded person”
andthecourtshouldhavetaken
the fact intoaccount.
However,areportbyamed-

ical board of the Punjab
Institute ofMentalHealth sub-
mitted tocourtby theprosecu-
tion said “the suspectwas fit to
stand trial as shewasnotmen-
tally deranged”.
Pakistan’s controversial blas-

phemylawsandtheirprescribed
punishments are consideredex-
tremelysevere.Atleast1,472peo-
plewerechargedundertheblas-
phemylawinPakistansince1987.
Peopleaccusedofblasphemy

areusuallydeprivedof theright
to a counsel of their choice as
most lawyers refuse to take up
suchsensitivecases.
The blasphemy laws are

colonial-era legislationbut they
wereamendedbyformerdicta-
torGeneral ZiaulHaqwhich in-
creased the severity of pre-
scribedpunishments. PTI

MARIACHENG&
AL-HADJIKUDRAMALIRO
BENI, SEPTEMBER28

TWENTY-ONEWORKERSforthe
World Health Organisation in
Congohavebeenaccusedofsex-
ually abusing people during a
Ebola outbreak, aWHO-com-
missionedpanelsaidTuesdayin
a report that identified 83 al-
legedperpetratorsconnectedto
the2018-2020mission.
The panel released its find-

ingsmonthsafteranAssociated
Pressinvestigationfoundsenior
WHO management was in-
formedofmultipleabuseclaims
in2019butfailedtostoptheha-
rassment and even promoted
oneof themanagers involved.
“This is thebiggest findingof

sexualabuseperpetratedduring
asingleUNinitiative inonearea
orone countryduring the time-
bound period of a UN response
effort,” said Paula Donovan, co-
director of the Code Blue
Campaign, which is campaign-
ingtoendsexualexploitationby
UNpeacekeepers.
Panel member Malick

Coulibalysaid investigatorsun-
coveredatotalofninerapealle-
gations. The women inter-
viewedsaidtheirattackersused
no birth control, resulting in
some pregnancies. Some
women said their rapists had
forced them to have abortions,
Coulibaly said.
The youngest of the alleged

victims, identified in the report
only as “Jolianne” is believed to
be13. AP

JARITANNER
HELSINKI, SEPTEMBER28

APOWERFULexplosionrockeda
Swedishapartmentbuildingearly
Tuesday inGothenburg, injuring
upto20people,settingoffmulti-
ple fires and forcing the evacua-
tionofhundreds.Policesaidthey
suspect theblastmayhavebeen
causedbyanexplosivedevice.
Theexplosion tookplace just

before5amintheAnnedaldistrict
inGothenburg,Sweden’ssecond-
largestcity.Firesspreadtoseveral
apartments,andfiredepartment
crewswerestillworkingtoextin-
guishtheflamesmid-morning.
JonPile,operationsmanager

at the greater Gothenburg res-
cue service, said the blast
promptedsomepeopleto jump
outof theirwindowstoescape.
Police spokesman Thomas

Fuxborgsaid thecauseof theex-
plosionwasnotyetknown,buthe
toldSwedishbroadcasterTV4that
investigatorsthinkfoulplaymight
havebeeninvolved.Theyarelook-
ing into whether any tenants
mighthavebeentargeted,hesaid.
“We suspect that someone

might have placed something
thathasexploded,”Fuxborgsaid.
Sahlgrenska University

Hospital spokeswoman Ingrid
Frederiksson said 16 people
were taken to Goteborg’smain
hospital.Fourpeoplehadserious
injuries, shesaid. AP

5of themfocuson India, says report

Thereportwasreleasedon
theeveof lastweek’sQuad
summithostedby JoeBiden

Pak court sentences
school principal to
death for blasphemy

KJMVARMA
BEIJING,SEPTEMBER28

THECHINESEgovernment'smove
to reduce the rate of abortions
neededfor“non-medicalreasons”
has resulted in public backlash,
withmanyseeingthisasanintru-
sivemeasuremeant to raise the
country’ssaggingbirthrateaspart
ofitsthree-childpolicy,according
toamediareport.
China’scentralCabinet,called

theStateCouncil,onMondaysaid
it will “reduce the rate of abor-
tions needed for non-medical
reasons”, as part of its efforts to
improvewomen’shealth,accord-
ing to a series of newguidelines
addressing issues related to
women and children in the

world’smostpopulousnation.
Though lowering the high

abortionrate, —largelydrivenby
apreferenceforboysovergirls—
hasbeenthegovernmentpolicy
for decades, the Council’s state-
ment drewpublic attention im-

mediatelyandwasseenbymany
as restricting women’s rights
amid an official drive to boost
populationgrowthtoaddressthe
country’sageingpopulation.
The policywas criticised by

thepublic as anew formof gov-
ernment interferenceinpeople’s
private family life, after thenoto-
riousforcedabortionsduringthe
implementationof thedecades-
old one-child policy, the Hong
Kong-basedSouthChinaMorning
PostreportedonTuesday.
Lastmonth, China’s national

legislature, theNationalPeople’s
Congress (NPC) formally en-
dorsed the three-child policy
mootedbytherulingCommunist
Party, in amajor policy shift to
prevent a steep decline in birth
rates inthecountry. PTI

China faces public backlash over
govt’s move to restrict abortions

Themovehasbeenseenas
an intrusivemeasuremeant
toraise thecountry’s
saggingbirthrate.Reuters file

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
KABUL,SEPTEMBER28

THE TALIBAN banned barber-
shops in a southernAfghanistan
province from shaving or trim-
mingbeards,claimingtheiredictis
inlinewithShariah,orIslamic,law.
The order in Helmand

provincewasissuedMondayby
the provincial Taliban govern-
ment’s vice and virtue depart-
ment tobarbers inLashkarGah,
theprovincial capital.
“SinceIhaveheard(aboutthe

ban on trimming beards) I am
heartbroken,”saidBilalAhmad,a
LashkarGahresident.“Thisisthe
city and everyone follows away
of living, so they have to be left
alonetodowhatevertheywant.”
Duringtheirpreviousruleof

Afghanistan,theTalibanadhered
to a harsh interpretation of
Islam. Since overrunning Kabul
onAug15andagaintakingcon-
trolof thecountry,theworldhas
beenwatching to see whether
they will re-create their strict
governanceof the late1990s.
Some indication came on

Saturday,whenTalibankilledfour
allegedkidnappersandhungtheir
bodiesinpublicsquaresinHerat.

Taliban issue
no-shave order
to barbers in
Afghan province

Taliban chancellor bars women from Kabul University

WomenatKabul
University’seducation
centreearlier thismonth.AP

Swedish police suspect foul
play in apartment building blast

Afteranexplosionhitanapartmentbuilding inAnnedal,
Gothenburg,Sweden,onTuesday.Reuters

Panel finds 80 alleged
abuse cases tied to
WHO’s Congo work

TOPPENTAGONOFFICIALSADMITTOMISJUDGINGAFGHANARMY’SFRAGILITY

ROBERTBURNS&
LOLITAC.BALDOR
WASHINGTON,SEPTEMBER28

INTHEIRfirstcongressionaltesti-
mony on the tumultuous final
monthsofAmerica’s longestwar,
topUSmilitaryofficersonTuesday
acknowledgedmisjudging the
fragilityofAfghanistan’sarmyand
said theybelieved theUSshould
havekeptatleastseveralthousand
troopsinthecountrytopreventa
rapidtakeoverbytheTaliban.
Without sayingwhat advice

hehadgivenPresidentJoeBiden
lastspringwhenBidenwascon-
sidering whether to keep any
troopsinAfghanistan,Gen.Mark
Milley told the Senate Armed
Services Committee it was his
personal opinion that at least
2,500 were needed to guard
against a collapse of the Kabul
government.
Gen.FrankMcKenzie,whoas

head of Central Command had
overseenthefinalmonthsof the
US war, said he agreed with
Milley’sassessment.Healsode-
clinedtosaywhathehadrecom-
mendedtoBiden.
Republican Senator Tom

CottonaskedMilleywhyhedid
notchoosetoresignafterhisad-
vicewas rejected.
Milley,whowasappointedto

his position as chairman of the
JointChiefsof Staff byPresident
Donald Trump and retained by
Biden, said it was his responsi-

bilitytoprovidethecommander
inchiefwithhisbestadvice.
“The President doesn’t have

toagreewiththatadvice,”Milley
said. “He doesn’t have tomake
thosedecisions justbecausewe

aregenerals.And itwouldbean
incredible act of political defi-
anceforacommissionedofficer
toresignjustbecausemyadvice
wasnot taken.”
Testifying alongsideMilley

and McKenzie, Defence
SecretaryLloydAustindefended
themilitary’sexecutionofafran-
ticairliftfromKabulandasserted
itwillbe“difficultbutabsolutely
possible” to contain future
threats fromAfghanistanwith-
outtroopsontheground.Under
questioning,he, too,declined to
say what advice he had given
Biden aboutwhether tomake a
full troopwithdrawal.
Milleycited“averyrealpos-

sibility” that al-Qaeda or the
Islamic State group’s

Afghanistan affiliate could re-
constitute inAfghanistanunder
Talibanruleandpresentaterror-
ist threat to theUnited States in
thenext12 to36months.
It was al-Qaida’s use of

Afghanistanasabasefromwhich
toplanandexecuteitsattackson
the United States on Sept. 11,
2001, thattriggeredtheUSinva-
sionofAfghanistanamonthlater.
“And we must remember

thattheTalibanwasandremains
aterroristorganisationandthey
stillhavenotbrokentieswithal-
Qaeda,”Milleysaid.“Ihavenoil-
lusionswhowearedealingwith.
Itremainstobeseenwhetheror
not the Taliban can consolidate
poweror if thecountrywill fur-
ther fracture intocivilwar.” AP

Topgeneral saysal-Qaeda, ISaffiliatecouldmount threat toUSfromAfghanistan in12-36months

(Fromleft)CommanderoftheUSCentralCommandGeneral
KennethMcKenzie,ChairmanoftheJointChiefsofStaff
GeneralMarkMilleyandDefenceSecretaryLloydAustinarrive
totestifyattheSenateArmedServicesCommitteehearing.AP

Washington:The topUSmili-
tary officer told Congress on
Tuesday thatheknewformer
PresidentDonaldTrumpwas-
n’tplanningtoattackChinaand
that itwashis job to reassure
theChineseof that fact in the
phonecallsthathavetriggered
outragefromsomelawmakers.
GenMarkMilleydefendedtwo
calls hemade to his Chinese
counterpart, sayinghewasre-
spondingto“concerningintel-
ligence”thatChinawasworried
aboutaUSattack. AP

Wemust remember that
theTalibanwasand
remains a terrorist
organization and they
still havenot broken ties
with al-Qaeda. I haveno
illusionswhoweare
dealingwith.”

—GENERALMARKMILLEY
CHAIRMANOFTHE JOINTCHIEFS
OFSTAFFOFTHEU.S.

MILLEYDEFENDSCALLS
TOCHINAUNDERTRUMP

New Delhi
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A CLICK AWAY
Digitalhealthmissionismuch-needed.Challengesof languageof
communication,privacy,doctorshortagemustbeaddressed

I NSTEADOFCARRYINGtheirmedicalrecordsinpolythenebags,Indianswillbeable
touseIT-enabledtoolstoshareprescriptions,bloodtestreportsandX-raydiagnos-
ticswithdoctors,irrespectiveofwheretheyweregenerated.That’sthethinkingbe-
hind theAyushmanBharatDigitalMission launchedbyPrimeMinisterNarendra

ModionMonday.ItinvolvesthecreationofauniquehealthIDforeverycitizenandadigital
registry that aims to facilitate seamless interactions betweenhealthcare experts. This is a
much-neededinterventiongiventhatmanagementofchronicdiseaseshasbecomeacriti-
calpublichealthchallengeinthepast15years.Dataportabilitycouldexpeditethetreatment
of thecritically ill, especially thosewhosuffer frommorethanoneailment.Theseverityof
Covid-19effects amongst thosewith comorbiditieshashighlighted theneed for a reposi-
torythatalertsadoctortoapatient’smedicalhistoryattheclickofacomputermouse.Inthe
longrun,thecreationofahealthrecordsystemcouldimprovepublichealthmonitoringand
advanceevidence-basedpolicymaking. Theattainmentof theseobjectiveswill, however,
dependonthemannerinwhichpolicymakersnavigatechallengesthatstemfromthelong-
standingfailingsoftheIndianhealthcaresector.Itwillalsorequirethemtobemindfulofthe
ethical issuesgermanetotheuseofdigitaldata.
Globally, the trystwith e-health innovationshasbeenamixedone. TheUK’sNational

HealthServicewasoneofthefirsttodeployadigitalsystemtomakepatients’recordsacces-
sibletodoctorsacrossthecountry.Theprogrammedidnotearnthetrustofdoctorsandfailed
toadequatelyaddressissuesrelatedtodataconfidentiality.Abortedin2011,theprojectisre-
gardedasamongst themostexpensive failures in IThistory. In theUSandAustralia,where
digitalhealthcarehasenjoyedarelativelybetterouting, thecreationofapatientandphysi-
cian-centrice-healthcareecosystemremainsaworkinprogress.TheUSmedicalsystemhas
witnessedregulardebatesonwhatmustbejotteddowninhospitalrecordsandprescriptions.
The taskof data entry—a lot ofwhichmightnot alwaysbe relevant to clinical care—has
addedtotheAmericandoctor’sburdenandisseenbyexpertsasoneofthemajorreasonsfor
thehighrateofphysicianburnoutinthecountry.Evolvingalanguageofcommunicationin
thedigitalhealthecospherecouldposeunforeseenproblemsinIndiagiventhecountry’sdi-
versity and its chronic shortageof doctors, especially inpublic health centres— themain
sourceofmedicalcareforavastnumberofpeopleinthecountry.Poorinternetspeedscould
makedataentryanonerouspropositionfortheruralhealthcareprovider.
TheAyushmanBharatDigitalMissiongivespatients the option to choose the records

theywant to share. However, given the asymmetrical relations betweenhealth service
providers—doctors, hospitals, pharmaand insurance companies—and the absenceof a
dataprotectionlaw,breachingofpatientconfidentialitycannotberuledout. Inthecoming
monthsandyears,policymakerswillbewatchedforhowtheyaddressthesechallenges.

PICTURING LABOUR
Regularlyavailable,credibledataonformalandinformalwork

force isneededtoinformpolicy,plugthegaps

ONMONDAY,THEMinistryofLabourandEmploymentreleasedthefindingsof
thenewQuarterlyEmploymentSurvey(QES)forthefirstquarteroftheongo-
ingfinancialyear.AsmostlabourmarketdatainIndiacomeswithaconsider-
ablelag,makingittoolateforanymeaningfulinputinpolicymaking,thenew

surveyisawelcomesteptowardsfillingtheinformationvoidthatsurroundsthelabourmar-
ket.Regularlyavailable,highquality,crediblelabourmarketdataformsavaluableinput.Itpro-
videspolicymakersnotonlyasenseoftheextentoflabourmarketdistressduringperiodsof
economicupheaval,butalsoanunderstandingof theeffectivenessofgovernmentpolicies.
Thequarterlysurveyprovidesdataonemploymentinninenon-farmsectorsoftheecon-

omy—namelymanufacturing,construction,trade,transport,education,health,accommo-
dationandrestaurants,informationtechnology/businessprocessoutsourcingandfinancial
services. Thesenine sectors account for roughly85per cent of total employment inunits
employing10ormoreworkers.Accordingtothissurvey,organisedsectoremploymentstood
at3.08croreduringApril-June2021,upfrom2.37crorein2013-14.Thistranslatestoanan-
nualgrowthrateofjust3.3percent.Whilemostsectorssawariseinemploymentduringthis
period,employmentintrade,andaccommodationandrestaurants—sectorsthataremore
likelytohavebeenhitbythepandemic—wasdownby25percentand13percentrespec-
tively.Infact,asperthesurvey,employmentactuallyfellin27percentoftheestablishments
duetothepandemic.However, thesurveyalsosays,duringtheperiodof thenational lock-
downlastyear(March25-June30,2020),81percentofworkersreceivedfullwages,16per
centreceivedreducedwages,while3percentweredeniedwages.Howthisdemand-side
snapshotprovidedbyanestablishment-basedsurveyreconcileswithsupply-sidedatafrom
householdsurveysremainstobeseen.
AstheQEScoversonlyestablishmentswithatleast10workers,itprovidesdataessentially

ontheformaleconomy.Consideringthatinformalworkers(withnowrittencontracts,and
benefits)account forroughly90percentof thelabourforce in India, theQESthusprovides
onlyapartialglimpseof thelabourmarket.Onlywhendataontheunorganisedsector(es-
tablishments employingnineor lessworkers) is captured—this forms the secondpart of
theframeworkof thelabourbureau’sestablishment-basedsurveys—willamorecompre-
hensivepictureof thelabourmarketemerge.

UP IN SMOKE
Newresearchcontradictsearlier findingsonsmokingand
Covid-19.Smokers, everywhere, loseasilver lining

S PAREATHOUGHTforthesmokers.Lastyear,attheheightofthefirstwaveofthe
pandemic,researchers—firstinFrance,laterinChinaandIndia—publishedstud-
ies that seemed to indicate smokerswere at less risk of contractingCovid, and
whentheydid,experienced lessseveresymptoms. InFrance, therewasreport-

edlyarushontobacconistsbynon-smokershopingtogetalittleextraprotection.Forsmok-
erseverywhere,here,at last,wasa justification—asmuchforthemselvesas for thosethey
havebeenshunnedbyforthesmellandcloudofcarcinogenstheyspread—totakeanother
drag.Now,unfortunately, theyhavebeen robbedof theonly silver lining that pierced the
hazeandthetaralltoobriefly.
ArecentstudyinEnglandhascollatedobservationalandgeneticdataonCovid-19andto-

baccouseandfoundthatcomparedtothosewhohadneversmoked,smokerswereabout
80percentmore likely tobehospitalisedaftercontracting thevirus.Asectionof scientists
hasquestionedtheearlierstudies, claimingthatsomeof theresearchershadties totheto-
baccoindustry.
Not surprisingly, thedisappointment among tobacco addicts is palpable.Unlike other

substances—alcohol,marijuanaandmorenotoriousnarcotics—smokingdoesn’treallyget
youhigh. The social cost for the addiction ishardly commensurate to thepleasure— train
andplanejourneyshaveyoujonesing,you’reshunnedtodarkcornersoutsidebarsandsome-
times, even fromyour ownhomes to service theneedwithout botheringothers. All this,
whileitburnsahugeholeinyourpocketandyouslowlybutsurelywatchyourhealthdete-
riorate. FromFrance, thebirthplace of existentialism, therewashope that smokinghada
purpose.FromEngland,thebirthplaceofutilitarianism,thathopehasbeentakenaway.

Enlarging a window

Shyam Saran

RaghuMurtugudde

Fourgeopoliticaldevelopmentspresent India
withopportunitiesthatoutweighrisks

THE ATLANTIC NIÑO EFFECT
Monsoonforecastersneedtofactorinitsroleinrainfalldeficits

ANUMBEROFimportantdevelopmentshas
taken place over the past several weeks.
Theymay appear disconnected but in fact
add up to a significant shift in regional and
global geopolitics.
One, the withdrawal of US and NATO

forces fromAfghanistan and the complete
takeoverof thecountryby theTaliban; two,
significant domestic political changes in
China, including the ideological andregula-
toryassaultagainstitsdynamicprivatehigh-
techcompaniesandnowitsrealestatecom-
panies. This hasheightened riskperception
among international business and industry
whohavehithertoseenChinaasahugecom-
mercialopportunity.
Three, the announcement of the

Australia-UKandUS(AUKUS)alliancewhich
representsamajordeparture inUSstrategy
byitscommitmenttoenableAustraliatojoin
a handful of countries with nuclear sub-
marines.Thealliancereflectsaclearstrategic
choice by Australia that it will be firmly on
theUSsideof thefencedespite itsconsider-
able economic and commercial equities in
China; and four, the convening of the four-
nation (India, Australia, Japan and the US)
Quad physical summit inWashington, re-
flecting amajor step towards its formalisa-
tion as an influential grouping in the Indo-
Pacificgoingbeyondsecurity.
Thesefourdevelopments,takentogether,

present Indiawith both risks but alsowith
opportunities. It ismysensethattheoppor-
tunitiesoutweigh therisks.
TheAfghansituationisasetbackforIndia

intheshortrun.Thepoliticalcapitalandeco-
nomic presence it hadbuilt up in the coun-
tryover thepast twodecadeshasbeensub-
stantiallyeroded.TheTalibangovernmentis
dominated by more hardline and pro-
Pakistanielements.Theywillhelpdeliveron
thePakistani agendaof preventinga revival
of Indiandiplomaticpresenceanddevelop-
mental activity inAfghanistan.
In the longer run, it seems unlikely that

theTalibanwill giveup itsobscurantistand
extremist agenda. Thismay lead todomes-
tic inter-ethnic and sectarian conflict. The
unwillingness of the Taliban to cut its links
with various jihadi groups, including those
targetingAfghanistan’sneighbours,mayre-

vive regional and international fears over
cross-border terrorism. This would deny
bothPakistanandChinatheanticipatedpay-
off fromtheUSwithdrawal.
India’s response should be to bide its

time, strengthen its defences against an
uptick in cross-border terrorism, keep its
faith with the ordinary people of
Afghanistan, provide shelter to thosewho
have sought refuge and join in any interna-
tional effort to deliver humanitarian assis-
tance to thepeopleofAfghanistan.
DomesticpoliticalchangeinChinaistak-

inganideologicalandpopulistdirection.The
country’s vibrant private sector is being
reinedinwhiletheStateOwnedEnterprises
(SOE)arebackinacentralrole.Afterthetech
sector, it is the largerealestatesectorwhich
isfacingregulatoryassault.Thisis leadingto
deepeningconcernamongforeigninvestors,
including thosewhohave longbeen cham-
pionsof long-termengagementwithChina.
It is not coincidental that while in
Washington,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
hadmeetingswith the CEOs of Blackstone
andQualcomm,bothofwhichareheavilyin-
vested in China but are reconsidering their
exposure there. If India plays its cardswell,
this time round there could be significant
capital and technology flows from the US,
JapanandEuropedivertedtowardsIndiabe-
cause itoffers scalecomparable toChina.
SinceIndiahasbenignpartnershipswith

theUS, JapanandEurope,therearenopolit-
ical constraints on such flows. The con-
straints are policy unpredictability, regula-
tory rigidities and bureaucratic red tape in
India. Some of these issues are being ad-
dressed, such as dropping of retrospective
taxation.But there is still a longwaytogo.
In this context, Indiashouldconsider re-

joining the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP). In addition,
applying to join the more ambitious
Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) would signal
India’sdeterminationtoplayitselfbackinto
the centre of the Asian economy. India
should also revive its application to join the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC),
the third economic pillar of the regional
economy.Someboldinitiativesarerequired

totakeadvantageofthewindowofopportu-
nity thathasopened. It is anarrowwindow
with a very short shelf life. If graspedwith
bothhands,thenitcoulddeliverdouble-digit
growth for India for the next two or three
decades. Thiswill shrink the asymmetry of
powerwithChinaandexpandIndia’sdiplo-
maticoptions.
The AUKUS and progress made by the

Quad serve to raise the level of deterrence
against China. To the extent that China be-
comesmorepreoccupiedwiththreatsonits
eastern flank, it couldmove to reduce ten-
sionsonitswesternflank,chieflywithIndia.
Whether this is possible requires careful
probing through continued engagement
withChinaatdifferentlevels.This isadiplo-
maticchallengewhichwearewellequipped
to handle. The AUKUS is useful since it has
nowbecomethecoreoftheUS’sIndo-Pacific
strategy. Chinawill bemore focused on its
activities.TheQuadnowrepresents,fromthe
Chinese perspective, a second order threat.
This suits us sincewe are not ready to em-
brace a full-fledgedmilitary alliancewhich
will constrainour roomformanoeuvre.
Thisscenariocouldchange,rapidly.China

has given up the expectation that it could
unifyTaiwanthroughpeacefulandpolitical
means, including through closer economic
integration.The“onecountry twosystems”
model in Hong Kongwhichwas on offer to
Taiwan, has lost its credibility after the re-
cent crackdown on civil liberties in Hong
Kong. China may advance its forcible
takeover of Taiwan before the AUKUS gets
consolidated. The nuclear submarines for
Australiamaynot bebuilt anddeployed for
several years.Wemay, therefore, be enter-
ing a period of enhanced uncertainty and
danger in the Indo-Pacific. India should not
becaughtoff guard. Failureof deterrence in
theIndo-Pacificwillhaveconsequencesbe-
yondtheregionandchangethegeopolitical
context for India.
For now, let us focus on what we can

do toadvance India’s economicprospects,
for which the times are unexpectedly
more propitious.

Thewriter is former foreignsecretaryand
senior fellow,CPR

LAST MONTH, farmers from Madhya
Pradeshthreatenedtotake IMDtocourt for
theinaccuratemonsoonforecastthisyear.A
questionwasalsoraisedinParliamentabout
whether the Arctic warming had led to an
erraticmonsoonthisyear.
The onset of monsoon 2021 began on

June 3, almost on time but subsequently,
rainfalldeficitofupto30percentwereseen
inKerala, Gujarat, JammuandKashmir, the
NortheastandOdisha.Therestof thecoun-
try is barely normalwith deficit being less
than20percent.
ThereisnoElNiñobrewinginthePacific.

Instead,a returnof theLaNiña is forecasted
by most models for later this year.
Considering that 2020was also a La Niña
year,onewouldexpectmonsoon2021tobe
abovenormal.TheArcticcanaffectlate-sea-
sonrainfallandSeptemberhasseenslightly
abovenormalrainacrossIndia.Butwhatcan
explain thedeficits thus far this season?
It isElNiño’s little cousin in theAtlantic,

known as the Atlantic Niño, or the Atlantic
ZonalMode. Every few years, from June to
August, there is a warming in the eastern
equatorial Atlantic, which does not get as
muchattentionas itsbigbrotherElNiño. In
2021,AtlanticNiñohasmadeanappearance.
Sea surface temperatures in the eastern
Atlantichaveremainedmore thanadegree
higher thannormal this summer.
Its impact on the monsoon has been

known since 2014when a study led by IN-
COIS showed that thenumber of low-pres-
sure systems is greatly reduced by the
Atlantic Niño, leading to deficitmonsoons.
IITMPuneresearchershave shownthat the
IMD prediction system is deficient in pre-
dicting the Atlantic Niño and, therefore, its
effect on the Indian monsoon. Monsoon
2021 isaclearexampleof thismissed link.
Thisyearhasseenasharply lowernum-

ber of low-pressure systems, which con-
tributeup to60per cent of the seasonal to-
tal rainfall over thecoremonsoonzone.
Monsoonpredictionsareamonumental

challenge, especially when it comes to the
spatial distribution and the northwardmi-
grationof themonsoontrough.
Forecastmodels tend to relyheavily on

El Niño formonsoon predictions. But only
about 50 per cent of the dry years are ex-
plained by El Niño. Howcanmonsoons be
predicted during non-El Niño years?
Clearly,AtlanticNiño isa significantplayer
inmonsoonevolutionandmodelsandfore-
castersmust pay attention to this Atlantic
teleconnection.
Low-pressure systems or LPSs originate

inthenorthernBayofBengalandarethree-
10 timesmore innumber during the active
periodof themonsoon.
The Atlantic and Indian Oceans are not

directly connected in the tropics via the
ocean. The Atlantic Niño affects themon-

soon by producing atmospheric waves,
which propagate into the Indian Ocean.
Thesewavesaffectairtemperaturesoverthe
IndianOceanand influence the land-ocean
thermalcontrastaswellasLPSs.Thebiggest
rainfalldeficitsfromtheAtlanticNiñotendto
occur over theWestern Ghats and the core
monsoonzone.Thedeficitpatternsareatell-
tale signof theAtlanticNiño influence.
Overall, monsoon prediction skill has

gone up in the IMD but even a 70 per cent
accuracymeanstheforecastswillbewrong
30percentof the time.
Manyof theAtlanticNiñosoccurduring

non-ElNiñoyears and this offers awindow
of opportunity to increase forecast skills
based on the accurate prediction of the
AtlanticNiño. Indianscientists fromINCOIS
have argued that theAtlanticNiño is in fact
predictableupto threemonths inadvance.
The next version of the forecast system

will hopefully be able to capture this pre-
dictability.
Noforecastswilleverbe100percentac-

curate. Farmers arewell aware of that and
will continue tobrave the risksevery single
cropping season. Climate scientists are also
awareof themonsoonpredictionchallenge
and they will continue to try to improve
monsoon forecasts.

Thewriter isprofessor,CMNS-Atmospheric
&OceanicScience,UniversityofMaryland

Domestic political change in
China is taking an
ideological and populist
direction. The country’s
vibrant private sector is
being reined in while the
State Owned Enterprises are
back in a central role. After
the tech sector, it is the large
real estate sector which is
facing regulatory assault.
This is leading to deepening
concern among foreign
investors, including those
who have long been
champions of long-term
engagement with China. It is
not coincidental that while
in Washington, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had meetings with the CEOs
of Blackstone and
Qualcomm, both of which
are heavily invested in China
but are reconsidering their
exposure there.

Its impact on the monsoon
has been known since 2014
when a study led by INCOIS
showed that the number of
low-pressure systems is
greatly reduced by the
Atlantic Niño, leading to
deficit monsoons. IITM
Pune researchers have shown
that the IMD prediction
system is deficient in
predicting the Atlantic Niño
and, therefore, its effect on
the Indian monsoon.
Monsoon 2021 is a clear
example of this missed link.
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WORDLYWISE
Smoking isoneof the leadingcausesof

statistics.— FLETCHER KNEBELTHEEDITORIALPAGE

IMF LOAN
INDIA’S APPLICATION FOR $ 5 billion in
SDRs will be considered by the executive
body of the International Monetary Fund
onNovember9, thefund’smanagingdirec-
tor Jacques de Larosiere told Finance
Minister R Venkataraman. The staff has
moreor lessagreedontheterms. It is rarely
thatthetermsagreedonbythecountryand
managingdirectorarealteredbytheboard.
It is assumed that whatever be the public
stance of the USA and whatever the US
treasury officials might be leaking to the
press, in actual practice there will be no
problems.Venkataramantoldofficials that
he cannot disclose the conditions to the

press before they are placed before
Parliament.

ILLEGAL ARREST
TWOBIHARYOUTHSarrestedninedaysago
for an alleged conspiracy to kill the Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi were ordered re-
leased on bail bymetropolitanmagistrate
JaswantSinghwhoobservedthattheirvery
arrest “appears to be illegal”. The magis-
trate, however, directed that the two sus-
pects be produced before a Bihar court on
September30 inconnectionwithadacoity
case. Delhi police brought Kameshwar
PrasadSinghandGaneshDutt fromHajipur
to the capital on September 16.

PM TALKS PEACE
PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi has
warnedof thedangersposedbytherevival
of ColdWar postures in India’s immediate
neighbourhood. She was referring to the
massiveacquisitionofarmsbyPakistan.She
regretted that in aworld richwith natural
resourcesandwithsignificantscientificdis-
coveries, thevastknowledgewasputtode-
structive purposes.

PILOT ENGINES
A PILOT ENGINE will precede all express
and mail trains half-an-hour before their
departureduring thenight in Punjab.

SEPTEMBER 29, 1981, FORTYYEARSAGO

New Delhi
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“The daily grind of a largely secular and materialist age — and a digital revolution
which has made it far harder to switch off from the world — seems to have
conferred a certain cachet on silence, spirituality and solitude.”—THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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The current impasse between
the farmers’ movement and
the central government of
India indicates the need to
re-assign agricultural issues
to state level and to return
agriculture to its
constitutional status as a
state subject in the federal
system. Building on this, it is
time for all policymakers and
farmers to recognise that
neither populist policies nor
submission to corporate
interests, such as the three
Farm Acts, will resolve
the extant and deep
problems that beset rural
and agrarian India.

THESUDDENCHANGE inGujarat’s politics,
brought about by the appointment of
BhupendraPatelasthestate’sCM,isreminis-
cent of the political scientist Rob Jenkins’s
term for India’s economic liberalisation
process—“reformbystealth”.Thisministe-
rial formationindicatesthecentralisationof
power in theBJP thathas left senior leaders
furiousandupset.However,this“governance
bystealth”approach,withalargelyinexperi-
encedministry,doeslittletocontrolthedam-
agedonetoBJP’s imageduetothemisman-
agementof the state’s public health system
duringthesecondwaveoftheCovid-19pan-
demic.Moreimportantly,withthestateelec-
tion scheduled in late 2022, it neither takes
careofelectoralarithmeticnoraddressesthe
socio-economicproblemsintheregion.
To beginwith, the party has reinforced

thestatusquointermsofcaste.Fromthemid-
1990s, when the BJP came to power in
Gujarat, the dominant castes — Patels,
Brahmins, Banias, andRajputs—with less
than30percentshare inthestate’spopula-
tionhaveheldatleasttwo-thirdsof thecab-
inet portfolios. According to the Ashoka
University-Sciences Po SPINPERdataset, in
theministerofstatepositions,theirsharehas
remainedbetween43and67percent.Inthe
1990s,mostCMswerePatels,anddespitethe
removalofoneoftheirown,KeshubhaiPatel,
fromthepostofCM,thePatelscontinuedto
occupyatleast30percentofthecabinetport-
foliosinthe2000sand2010s.Thistime,too,
60percentofthecabinetministersarefrom
thedominantcastes.Thepowerfulministries
arewith thedominant castes. For example,
twoBrahminministers are in charge of fi-
nance, revenue, energy andpetrochemical
departments,whereasaBania-JainandPatels
(includingtheCM)controltheinfluentialse-
curityportfolios(likehome),agriculture, in-
dustries,minesandminerals,ports,Narmada,
and education, to namea few. Barring one
OBCminister, allOBC-SC-STministershave
beenallotteddepartmentswithlowbudgets
such as social justice and rights,welfare of
SC/STandwomen.
The status quomaynot revive theBJP’s

waningappealamongstPatels,acommitted
coregroupofBJPvotersthathasbeguntoshift
to theCongress in rural areas and, of late, to
theAamAadmi Party in the urban, lower-
middle-classperipheries. Their approach to
viewing thePatel problempurely from the
lensofrepresentationisfaulty.Thisgrouphas
alwayshadmoreMLAs andministers than
their population share. Evenat their lowest
in 1985, they contributed 17 per cent of
Gujarat’slegislators,afewpercentagepoints
higherthantheirpopulationestimatedat12
percentinthelastcastecensusof1931.Patels
havecontributedat leastone-quarterof the
party’sMLAs,sometimesreachingashighas
one-third, since the 1990s. Just before the

PatelmovementfortheirinclusionintheOBC
quota foundarticulation, the community’s
representationpeakedwith51MLAs in the
stateafterthe2012election.
ThePatelconundrum—aproblemthat

afflicts the larger rural side of Gujarat and
otherstates—issymptomaticofdwindling
incomesandyouthunemployment.Intheir
paperonpeasantsocietyinGujarat,anthro-
pologistsAliceTilcheandEdwardSimpson
arguethat“thehierarchy[inruralGujarat’s
marriagemarket]onceorderedbylandand
agriculturaladroitnesshasbeenreplacedby
a league of nations [throughmigration to
places like US, UK, Canada] and graded
shadesofwhitecollars.”Onthis crucial so-
cio-economic front, not only does the BJP
fail to enact concrete policies but its repre-
sentationargumenttooisflawed:Theparty
has come to like a certainkindof Patel, the
onewhoisurbanand industrialist. Theap-
pointmentofBhupendraPatel,arealestate
businesspersonwhoheadedthe twomost
influential urban bodies of Gujarat
(AhmedabadMunicipal Corporation and
thecity’surbandevelopmentauthority),as
CMmerely confirms the capture of the
Gujarati statebyurbanelites.
Indeed, this “governancebystealth”ap-

proachinsteadofweakeningtheOpposition
mightprovidethemwithanopportunityto
organise thedeprived castes and classes in
rural areas throughanarrative onGujarat’s
faltering socio-economic record. This strat-
egyprovedbeneficialtotheCongressandits
allies in the 2017 assembly election: They
won59ofthestate’sruralconstituenciesthat
have less than25per cent urban areas—a
strike rate of over 65per cent. But, in semi-
urban andurban seats, this strike ratewas
under25per centwhere theoppositional-
liancewonjust22ofthe91seats.However,a
division of labour on rural-urban lines be-
tweentheCongressandAAPmightremedy
these dramatically contrasting electoral
prospects, as AAPhas gained someappeal
amongst qualifiedbutunderpaid youths in
Gujaraticities,especiallySurat.
But to goby the signals fromtheoutgo-

ingseniorministers,theBJPwillconcentrate
on the agendaof Hindu supremacy for the
2022election,withoutaddressingthestate’s
poorsocio-economictrackrecord.Inthelast
fewyears, thepartyhas strengthened laws
thatmakeinterfaithmarriagesandproperty
salebetweenHindusandMuslims inurban
Gujaratnearlyimpossible(althoughthenew
amendmentstotheselawshavebeenstayed
bytheHighCourt).Forexample,theoutgoing
deputyCM,NitinPatel, remarked that “this
country’s laws,Constitutionare secureonly
untilHindusareinamajority.”Justadaybe-
forehisresignation,formerCMVijayRupani
listed“the lawtosavecowsfromslaughter”
and “stop love jihad” as his government’s
achievements,afterearlierhavingpromised
tocontesttheHCstayontheanti-conversion
lawintheSupremeCourt.CantheBJPrelyon
identitypolitics and ignore socio-economic
issuesagainin2022?

Laliwalaisanindependentscholaron
politicsandhistoryofGujarat; Jaffrelotis
seniorresearchfellowatCERI-Sciences

Po/CNRS,Paris,andprofessor
ofIndianPoliticsandSociologyat
King'sIndiaInstitute,London

national andglobal,will bekey.
Thecurrent impassebetween the farm-

ers’movementandthecentralgovernment
indicates the need to re-assign agricultural
issuestostatelevelandtoreturnagriculture
to its constitutional status as a state subject
in the federal system. Building on this, it is
time for all policymakers and farmers to
recognise that neither populist policies nor
submission to corporate interests, such as
the three Farm Acts, will resolve the deep
problemsthatbesetruralandagrarianIndia.
The first step towards doing this is for
Parliament to declare all three FarmActs as
null andvoid.
Finally, in extending the strength, tenac-

ity, andvision that the farmleadershavede-
velopedinengagingwithandsustainingthis
long and importantmovement, theymust
alsoarticulateandpromotedetailedalterna-
tivevisionsandideasforagriculture.Nolonger
cantheexistingsystemof state-basedsubsi-
diesorcorporateandpurelymarket-oriented
approaches do. Going beyond the norms of
productivity andsubsidies, new imaginaries
thatfocusonseeingtheruralandtheagricul-
turalassitestorealisesocialjustice,ecological
sustainability, economic stability andpoliti-
cal representationwill be required. In all of
these,farmersandfarmleadersmustcommit
to new possibilities inwhich the rights of
farmers as citizens—andnot as supplicants
orsubjects—arerecognised.

Thewriter isa social anthropologistworking
with thePunarchithCollective inKarnataka

ALIENATING CITIZENS
THIS REFERS TO the article ‘The doc-
trine of hate’ (IE, September 28). The
condemnableincidentsinDarrangdis-
trictaretobeviewedaspartof thelong
listofstate-sponsoredalienationofcer-
tain sections of the society. Instead of
providing employment opportunities
to its citizens, the Assam government,
under the garb of eviction, hasmade
homeless and jobless anentire village.
No democratic regime can afford to
treat its citizens in thismanner.

PritamSingh, Jaipur

STRONGER TOGETHER
THIS REFERS TO the article ‘The Cs of
the Quad’ (IE, September 28). The
strengthsandweaknessesof theQuad
grouping lies in the complementari-
tiesof itsmembers.Americanresearch
prowess, Australia's supply chain re-
silience, Japan's funding and India's
cheap labour and market can be a
great combination for the newworld
orderpostthepandemic.Butparochial
views of nationalism, manifesting as
the hesitation to transfer technology
etc., can diminish cooperation.
Buildingenoughtrustfor implementa-
tion of the Quad’s goals is the key to
leveragingthestrengthsof thegroup-
ing to their fullest.
AnjaliBhavana,Thiruvananthapuram

UNSEEMLY REMARKS
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial ‘Ahollow

roar’(IE,September28).WhenaDMin
Haryana can order the police to break
the heads of the farmers to prevent
themfromcrossingbarricades,Tripura
CMBiplabKumarDeb’sexhortation to
thebureaucracytonotbeafraidofcon-
temptofcourtchargescannotbefarbe-
hind. Of late, the executive’s attempts
tobelittle,bypassandevencultivatethe
judiciaryaregrabbing theheadlines .

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial ‘Ahollow
roar’ (IE, September 28). The shocking
statement of the TripuraCM is but an-
other instanceof thetestingofdemoc-
racy in the country. His disdain for the
judiciaryhasbroughttothesurfacethe
underlyingtensionsbetweentheexec-
utive and the judiciary. Hiswords also
reflect a feeling that having amajority
makes them accountable to no one.
Such incidents are regrettable and the
partyleadershipmustactimmediately.

HemantContractor,Pune

FEEDING INDIANS
THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Grain
diplomacy’ ( IE, September 27). Only
efficient logistics can reveal the true
measure of foodgrain available for
graindiplomacy, helping to avoid an-
other vaccine diplomacy-like gaffe.
We must help neighbouring nations
in distress but must we do so at the
costof hungry Indians?Onemust re-
member that charity begins at home.

RajaBandopadhaya,Vadodara

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

R&Dinvestmentscanhelptappotentialofthis‘green’energyalternative

Make hydrogen in India
SomitDasgupta

Tenmonthsofatenaciousmovementhasstallederosionofdemocracy,enabledanewcoalition.Going
beyondideasofproductivityandsubsidies, itmustplantanewideaof Indianagriculture

BJP’s Patel
conundrum

RevampedGujaratministryneithertakescareof
electoralarithmeticnoraddressessocio-economic
problems.ItprovidesopportunityforOpposition

ARVasavi

Learning from the farmers

MARKING10MONTHSsincethestartof the
farmers’ movement against the three dra-
conianFarmActs,demonstrationswereheld
alloverIndia,includingtheheartofthefarm-
ers’movementoutsideDelhi. Intheirtenac-
ity, outreachandrepresentation, theagitat-
ing farmers and themovement signal not
onlyahistoricmomentforagrarianIndiabut
havealso laidout several lessons forus.
Far from theMarxianmaxim that dis-

misses theirmobilising capacities and con-
siders them to be a “sack of potatoes”, the
farmers have combined forces to challenge
the state and its depredations against them
andthenation.Themovementnowseeksto
addressnotonlyissuesofagriculturalpolicy
but also that of the decline of democratic
structuresandprocesses.Theconductof the
KisanSansad(farmers’parliament)will long
be recognised for the content, process and
decorumwith which farmers and others
made arguments andpresentations. Itmay
not be out of place to record that the farm-
ers’ movement has stalled the erosion of
democracy in India.
In ignoring their demands and thende-

ploying punitive, violent and anti-demo-
craticstrategiesagainstthefarmers,thestate
hashighlighteditsdevaluationofagriculture
and agriculturists. That the current body of
elected representatives does not represent
theinterestsof themajority,thatisthefarm-
ers, isexplicit intheblatantdisregardandvi-
olationof farmers’ interestsanddemands.In
sum, the failure to address farmers’ griev-
anceswill be the hallmark of the failure of
theNDAgovernment.
Barringafewnewspapersandtelevision

channels, the mainstreammedia has not
only blocked out news and updates of the
movementbuthasresortedtospreadingdis-
informationandcalumnyagainstthemove-
ment. Themedia has largely succumbed to
thedictatesof thestateandcorporate inter-
estsandhas failed in itsdemocratic respon-
sibilities. In deploying their ownmedia to
disseminate information and to represent
themselves, the farmers have not only be-
comemedia-savvy but have indicated that
sharing informationandopencommunica-
tionarekey todemocraticmovements.
The strategies that the farmers’ move-

menthasevolvedarebasedonprinciplesof
non-violence and non-cooperation. It has
shown the capacity to be well-organised
andcollaborateacrossseveraldomainsand
actors. Themovement has engaged in hu-
manitarian acts that highlight and cele-
brate not only the Sikh practice of seva or
service but also bring to the fore the lead-
ers’ abilities to uphold the principles of
peace and tolerance even during times of
distress and violence.
Either ignoredor invisibiliseduntilnow,

womenwhoarethebackboneof India’sagri-
culture have been given voice, agency and
visibility through themovement. This gain
will go a longway in addressing the gender
biasthathasbeenbuiltintoruralcultureand
theagrarianeconomy.Thenationmaynow
see the emergence of some youngwomen

farm leaders on both the regional and na-
tionalpolitical stages.
The farmers’movement has articulated

and strengthened anewcoalition that now
consistsof farmers,workers,students,Dalits,
and civil society members. Years of frag-
menting political-economic agendas have
not seen the emergence of broad-based in-
terest groups forming coalitions. The farm-
ers’ movement has broken this insulation,
andfuturecollaborationsandsharingofcon-
cernsarepossibilities.
Urban middle-class and elite indiffer-

ence to farmers’ issuescontinues. Thesilos
thattheurbanmiddleandupperclasseslive
in, the biasedmainstreammedia, and the
assuredsupplyof foodandotherresources
haveensuredthis.Only furtherexposureof
these classes to the overall iniquitous and
anti-rural and anti-agricultural political
economies of the nation may help over-
come their biases. It is this class of citizens
thatneedstobebetterengagedwithsothat
they also become supporters of the farm-
ers’movement.
The farmers’ movement has received

globalmediaattentionandalsointerestfrom
themarginalisedsmallfarmersoftheUS,the
green farming community of Europe and
other countries. Its ability to challenge the
hegemony of corporate agriculture or agri-
business and to find a way forward on its
owntermswillbecloselywatchedandstud-
ied.Thepossibilityofthefarmers’movement
toevolveand instituteanalternative tocor-
poratised agriculture or agri-business, both

CRSasikumar

HYDROGEN IS THE latest buzzwordwhen it
comestodealingwithenergyissues,especially
climatechange.There isnowincreasingreal-
isationthatinordertomeettheParistargetof
limiting temperature rise to 1.5 degrees
Celsius,onewillhavetoshiftthefocustomore
difficultoptionslikehydrogen,carboncapture,
utilisationandstorage(CCUS),anddirectcar-
boncapture.Unlessweadoptthesenewtech-
nologies, wewill not be able to take care of
“hard-to-abate”sectorsliketheindustrialsec-
tor, buildings, aviation, and shipping.When
wesayhydrogen,wemean“green”hydrogen
whichisderivedthroughelectrolysisofwater
using renewable sources like solar,windand
biomass for generating electricity. Hydrogen
fromfossil fuels(called“brown”or“grey”hy-
drogendependinguponwhether it is coal or
gas, respectively) is anyway being produced
all over theworld. India produces hydrogen
usingnaturalgas.Thethirdformis“blue”hy-
drogen,produced fromfossil fuels, but apart
ofthecarbonisabsorbedusingCCUStechnol-
ogy.Today, less than1percentof theworld’s
hydrogenis“green”.
Hydrogenfromfossil fuelscostsbetween

$1to$2perkgwhereas“green”hydrogento-
daycostsbetween$4to$6perkg.Itisexpected
thatgreenhydrogenwillbecomecompetitive
to fossil fuel-basedhydrogenby about 2030.
Thiswillhappenbecausethecostof electrol-
ysers is expected to go downover time and
also it is hoped that their efficiencywill im-

prove.Demandfor“green”hydrogenisgoing
tomultiplyandinthecaseofIndiaalone,TERI
hasestimatedthatdemandfor“green”hydro-
genwill goupfrom6milliontonnes todayto
about 50mt by 2050. The currentworld de-
mand, incidentally, isabout70mt.
Whileourneedfor“green”hydrogenisim-

perative ifwewant tomeetourParis targets,
thepathforproductionandutilisationof this
formof hydrogen is arduous. First, after con-
verting electricity to hydrogen, shipping it,
storingit,andthenconvertingbacktoelectric-
ity, thedeliveredenergycanbebelow30per
cent ofwhatwas the initial electricity input.
Onewould, therefore,needhugeamountsof
electricity from renewable sourceswhich is
goingtoputpressureonland.
The second issue is regarding the trans-

portationofhydrogen.Whilehydrogenhasa
very high energy content per unit of mass
comparedtonaturalgas, itsenergydensity is
lowper unit of volume. Thismeans that one
wouldneedhugecontainers to transporthy-
drogen (as compared to, let’s say, ammonia)
having equivalent energy content. It’s possi-
bletoconverthydrogentoliquidformtofacil-
itatetransportation,butthenithastobecooled
tominus253degreesCelsiusandthenrecon-
vertedwhichwould require a lot of energy.
Alternatively,itcanbeconvertedtohydrogen-
basedfuelsbeforetransportation,butthiswill
againrequireadditionalenergy.
If weuse electricity from the grid,which

at least inthecaseof Indiais fossil fuel-based,
then the entire purpose of producing green
hydrogen,whichistolowercarbonemissions,
is lost. One can, of course, use pipelines for
transportation,evenexistingpipelineswhere
we can blend itwith natural gas. There are,
however, limits as to the distance hydrogen
canbe transported throughpipelines. Today,
about85percentofthe“green”hydrogenthat
isproducedisdoneso“on-site”sothattrans-
portationproblemsaretakencareof.
Third,hydrogencanbeusedinvarioussec-

torsbuttherearelimitationsincertainsectors.
While the best suited is the industrial sector
(mainlysteel,ammoniaandrefineries),itsuse
intransportandpowerissomewhatrestricted
since it has to compete with batteries.
Hydrogen,however,canbeusedinheavyduty,
long-distancetransportationbecausebatter-
ieshavelowenergy-to-weightratiosandthey
take a long time to charge compared to fuel
cells. For smaller distances, battery-charged
vehiclesarethemostviableoptioneconomi-
cally. The best use of hydrogen in the power
sector is for storage.Hydrogen-basedstorage
isidealforinter-seasonalstorage,thatis,stor-
ageoverseveralweeks/monthstotakecareof
theleanmonthsof renewablegeneration.
Finally, not all countrieswill find it eco-

nomicallyviabletoproduce“green”hydrogen
athome.TheInternationalEnergyAgencyhas
in its 2021 report cited the example of Japan
whichwouldbebetteroff importing “green”

hydrogen fromAustralia. Production ismost
suitedforthosecountrieswhichhavehighgas
prices and lowcost of renewablegeneration.
Goingby this, India is ideallyplaced formak-
ing “green” hydrogen domestically. For the
Persian Gulf countries, which have low gas
prices, it would be prudent to go in for gas-
based“green”hydrogenandthenapplyCCUS
toreducethecarbonfootprints.Soeachcoun-
trywill have to chart out its own course de-
pendingonitsgroundrealities.
India has the advantage of producing

cheapelectricityfromrenewablesourcesand
thus,wehave the potential of becominghy-
drogenexportersandshouldnotlosethisop-
portunity aswehave lost in the case of solar
cellsandbatteries.Weneedtodrawuparoad
map for “green” hydrogen and also bear in
mindthatwehavetomakehugeinvestments
inresearchanddevelopmenttolowerthecost
ofelectrolysersandmakeIndiaamanufactur-
ing hub. Additionally,weneed to incentivise
theprivatesectortomovetowards“green”hy-
drogen. A lot ofworkwill also be required to
laydownstandards for large-scaleuseof hy-
drogen besides framing safety regulations.
Hopefully,therecentlyannouncedHydrogen
Missionwill swing into action immediately
andfinalisethenextcourseofactionaftercon-
sultingallstakeholders.

Thewriterisseniorvisitingfellow,ICRIERand
formermember(economic&commercial)CEA

Sharik Laliwala and
Christophe Jaffrelot

New Delhi
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BENGALURU,SEPTEMBER28

FIVEMEMBERS of the BajrangDalwere
arrestedforallegedlyharassingandman-
handling a groupofmedical students in
another incident of moral policing re-
ported fromcoastalKarnataka.
Aseniorpoliceofficeridentifiedtheac-

cusedasPreethamShetty,Arshith,Srinivas,
Rakesh andAbhishek. A casewas regis-
teredunderIPCsections341(wrongfulre-

straint), 323 (voluntarily
causinghurt)and504(in-
tentionalinsult).

Accordingtopolicesources,theincident
tookplaceSundayeveningwheresixsec-
ond-yearMBBSstudentsweredrivingback
fromMalpebeach. The accused stopped
theircaratSurathkalcheckpost,askedtheir
namesandquestionedthewomenfor“be-
ing in the companyofMuslims”. The ac-
tivists thenproceeded tomanhandle the
students,when traffic inspector Sharif –
whohappenedtobeatthespot–defused
thesituationandsentthemaway.
Acasewasregisteredandtheaccused

were arrested later. Mangaluru Police
CommissionerN Shashi Kumar said the
complainants stated theywere returning
fromapicnicanddidnotknowwhotheat-

tackerswere. They asked the stu-
dents’ names andattacked them.
While the accused claimed that
someoftheyouthswereharassing
women in thevehicle, a probe re-
vealed that the complainants’
claimsrepresentedthetrueversion
ofevents,hesaid.
This is the fifth incident of

moral policing reported recently
in thestate.

Issue instructions on
promotion quota for
disabled: SC to govt

EXPRESSNETWORK WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,WEDNESDAY,SEPTEMBER29,2021

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE MISSION DIRECTOR:: AMRUT ASSAM

DISPUR, GUWAHATI-6
NO. TP/AMRUT/3/2021/22

SHORT e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE/
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) No. 2 of 2021

The undersigned re-invites bid online (2nd call) through e-Procurement system i.e. through
website www.assamtenders.gov.in from Govt. registered class I A Contractor of
APWD/APHED or similar equivalent class of Govt. registered contractor in 2 (two) bid system
for the following work under AMRUT.

All other relevant information and the detailed Bid Documents shall be available in website
www.assamtenders.gov.in and can be viewed from 01.10.2021 up to 15.00 hr. of 19.10.2021.
Bid is to be submitted through online and in no case manual bid shall be entertained.

Sd/-
Mission Director

Janasanyog No. 1523/21 AMRUT, Assam

SI.
No.

Name of Work Approx.
value of
Works

Bid
Security

Cost of Bid
document
and Bid

processing
fee

Period of
completion

1 Construction, testing, commissioning
of Elevated Service Reservoir (ESR)
of Capacity 2700 Cum of Staging
Height 16M with Boundary Wall and
Road including all allied works,
Distribution Pipeline and House
Service Connections & Water Meter
Installations for Phase-2 Part of
Silchar Town (24X7) Water supply
Project, all complete, including Two (2)
months Trial run after commissioning.

Rs.
18,76,22,919/-

@ 2% of
value of

work

Rs. 20,000.00 15 months

No. CH-PWL-2021/2589 DATE: 28.09.2021

Àf½fÊ Àff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W` dI dQ³ffaI 04.10.2021 I û ´fif°f:
11.00 ¶fªfZ dªf»ff ³ff¦fdSI AÀ´f°ff»f, ´f»f½f»f IZ ÀffBÊdI »f ÀM`ÔO I f £fb»ff MZÔOS
dI ¹ff ªffE¦ffÜ MZÔOS I e Vf°fÊZÔ ¸füIZ ´fS Àfb³ff Qe ªffE¦feÜ ½fdSâ d¨fdI °Àff Ad²fI fSe,
³ff¦fdSI AÀ´f°ff»f ´f»f½f»f IZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ MZÔOS »fZ³fZ IZ Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ I fZBÊ ·fe ¶fû»feQf°ff
¶fû»fe »f¦ffI S MZÔOS »fZ ÀfI °ff W`Ü

WÀ°ff./-
½fdS¿N d¨fdI °Àff Ad²fI fSe,
³ff¦fdSI AÀ´f°ff»f, ´f»f½f»fÜ4984/HRY

Af½fV¹fIY Àfc¨f³ff

DIRECTORATE GAS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION
01, SHIVAJI NAGAR BHOPAL

TENDER NOTICE
The Tender is invited from interested contractors (eligibility of contractors as per
RFP Document) having eligibility mentioned in the column of category of
contractors for the following works. The details of the work will be available at the
website http://www.mptenders.gov.in

(1) The Tender Form & other details can be purchased from the website through
online payment (2) The purchase date of Tender Form will be from 24.09.2021 from
9.00 AM to 14.10.2021 upto 5.30 PM (3) The details of N.I.T. and other information
may be available at the above website (4) The envelope related to the tender
containing mandatory documents may be physically received in this office on dated
21.10.2021 up to 5.30 PM.

Sd/- (BASANT KURRE)
DIRECTOR

G-17453/21 GAS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION, BHOPAL

S.
No.

SYSTEM
TENDER

NO.

NIT NO. NAME OF
WORK

PROBABLE
AMOUNT

OF
CONTRACT

(Rs.)

EARNEST
MONEY

(Rs.)

COST OF
TENDER

FORM
(Rs.)

TIME
PERIOD

OF
WORK

CATEGORY
OF

CONTRACTO
RS

1 02/DIR/
GASRAHAT
/2021

2021_
BGTRR
_16109
7_1

DISPOSAL
OF
CHEMICAL
WASTE
LYING IN
THE
CAMPUS
OF UNION
CARBIDE
BHOPAL

3716.00
Lakh (Rs.

Thirty-seven
Crore

sixteen
Lakh)

40.00 Lakh
(Rs. Forty

Lakh)

20000.00
(Rs.

Twenty
Thousand)

06
Months

AS per RFP

I ûSû³ff ÀfZ ¶f¨f³fZ I e °fe³f ¶ff°fZÔ ¶fWb°f ªfø Se, MeI f »f¦f½ff³ff, ¸ffÀI ´fW³f³ff AüS A´f³ff³ff Qû ¦fªf QcSeÜ

New Delhi:
Pratham CEO Dr
Rukmini Banerji
is this year’s re-
cipient of the
prestigiousYidan
Prize for
Education
Development for
her work on im-
proving chil-
dren’s learning
levels.
The Yidan

Prize is awarded
bytheYidanPrize
Foundation — a
global philan-
thropiceducation
foundationwork-
ing on progress
andchangeined-
ucation — and
nine people have
received it since
its inception in
2016. The other
prize it awards is
the Yidan Prize
for Education
Research which
has been given
this year to
Professor Eric A.
Hanushek, Paul
and Jean Hanna
SeniorFellowand
Professor,Hoover
Institution of
Stanford
University. Each
laureate is
awarded HK$ 30
million—approx-
imately US$3.9
million—half of
whichisaproject
fund to help
them scale up
theirwork.
Dr Banerji

said the prize
would allow
Pratham towork
towards the fu-
ture by expand-
ing their work
with younger
children. She has
done crucial
workthroughthe
ASERassessment
approachandthe
‘Teaching at the
Right Level’ pro-
gramme. “The
Yidan Prize gives
us the opportu-
nity to work on
thefutureandI’m
very excited
about that...”

ENS

14

PRATHAMCEO
GETSYIDAN
PRIZEFOR
EDUCATION
DEVELOPMENT

Moral policing: 5 Bajrang Dal
men arrested for harassing
medical students in Karnataka

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Tuesdayasked theCentre to issue
instructionswithinfourmonthsto
providereservation inpromotions
topersonswithdisabilities.Abench
headedbyJusticeLNageswaraRao
asked thegovernment to issue in-
structions “at the earliest andnot
later than fourmonths”, in accor-
dancewiththeprovisonsofSection
34 of Right of Persons with
DisabilitiesAct,2016.Thedirection
cameonanapplicationfiledbythe
Centre seeking clarification in the
court’s January14,2020judgment
inwhich it saidpersonswithdis-
abilitieshavearighttoreservationin
promotions. Thegovernmenthad
soughtclarificationregardingcom-
putationofvacancies.TheSCbench
said therewasnoambiguity in its
judgment and asked the govern-
menttoissuetheinstructions.ENS

New Delhi



CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

TOTALVACCINATED IN INDIA (at least one dose)

63,96,14,662

DOSESONSEPT271,05,49,625
SEPT26:40,77,484 (1STDOSE:23,85,201; 2ND: 16,92,283)

■Firstdose ■Seconddose

COVISHIELD
88.5%

COVAXIN
11.4%

TOTALDOSES
87,07,08,636
(Sputnik V's 9,35,184doses
not represented in pie)

Note:TheSept27figuresinthesegraphsarebasedonthegovernmentupdatesonSept28
Source:MinistryofHealth&FamilyWelfare,updatedat11pmonSept28

Sept18 Sept27

70,00,000

35,00,000

0
LAST 10 DAYS (daily)

44,79,056
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Sept18 Sept27
LAST 10 DAYS

4,00,000

2,00,000

0
Source:
MoHFW

INDIAACTIVECASES 2,92,206

63,98,376

2,92,2063,32,158

56,05,576

41,51,249

CHAKSHUROY
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER28

JIGNESHMEWANI,anindependentMLAfrom
Gujarat, has saidhehas joined theCongress
“inspirit”ashecouldnotformallydoso,hav-
ingbeenelectedasanindependent.
The Tenth Schedule of the Constitution,

popularly knownas the anti-defection law,
specifies the circumstances under which
changingof political parties by legislators in-
vites actionunder the law. It includes situa-
tionsinwhichanindependentMLA,too,joins
apartyaftertheelection.

The3 scenarios
Thelawcoversthreescenarioswithrespect

to shiftingof political parties by anMPor an
MLA. The first iswhenamember electedon
theticketofapoliticalparty“voluntarilygives
up”membershipofsuchapartyorvotesinthe
Houseagainstthewishesoftheparty.Thesec-
ond iswhena legislatorwhohaswonhis or
her seat as an independent candidate joins a
politicalpartyaftertheelection.

Inboththeseinstances,thelegislatorloses
theseatinthelegislatureonchanging(orjoin-
ing)aparty.
The third scenario relates to nominated

MPs. In their case, the law gives them six
months to join a political party, after being
nominated.Iftheyjoinapartyaftersuchtime,
theystandtolosetheirseatintheHouse.

Covering independents
In 1969, a committee chaired byHome

MinisterYBChavanexaminedtheissueofde-
fection.Itobservedthatafterthe1967general
elections, defections changed the political
sceneinIndia:176of376independentlegisla-
torslaterjoinedapoliticalparty.However,the
committee did not recommend any action
against independent legislators. Amember
disagreedwiththecommitteeontheissueof
independentsandwantedthemdisqualifiedif
theyjoinedapoliticalparty.
In the absence of a recommendation on

thisissuebytheChavancommittee,theinitial
attempts at creating the anti-defection law
(1969,1973)didnotcoverindependentlegis-
latorsjoiningpoliticalparties.Thenextlegisla-

tiveattempt,in1978,allowedindependentand
nominated legislators to joinapolitical party
once.ButwhentheConstitutionwasamended
in 1985, independent legislatorswere pre-
ventedfromjoiningapoliticalpartyandnom-

inatedlegislatorsweregivensixmonths’time.

Disqualification
Undertheanti-defectionlaw,thepowerto

decide thedisqualification of anMPorMLA
restswith thepresidingofficer of the legisla-
ture.Thelawdoesnotspecifyatimeframein
whichsuchadecisionhastobemade.
As a result, Speakers of legislatures have

sometimesactedveryquicklyorhavedelayed
thedecisionforyears—andhavebeenaccused
ofpoliticalbiasinbothsituations.Lastyear,the
SupremeCourt observed that anti-defection
casesshouldbedecidedbySpeakers in three
months’time.
InWestBengal, adisqualificationpetition

againstMukulRoy, BJPMLAnowback in the
Trinamool Congress, has beenpendingwith
the Assembly Speaker since June 17. On
Tuesday, theCalcuttaHighCourt referred to
the SupremeCourt order, observed that the
three-monthwindowhasnowpassed,anddi-
rected the Speaker to decide on thepetition
againstRoybyOctober7.

ChakshuRoyisheadofoutreachat
PRSLegislativeResearch

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER28

ONMONDAY,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
launched the Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission(ABDM),sayingithasthe“potentialof
bringing a revolutionary change in India’s
healthcarefacilities”.Theflagshipdigitalinitia-
tive involvesthecreationofnot justaunique
health ID for every citizen, but also a digital
healthcareprofessionalsandfacilitiesregistry.

What is theuniquehealthID,andhow
doesoneget it?
If apersonwantstobepartof theABDM,

shemust create a health ID,which is a ran-
domly generated 14-digit number. The ID
will be broadly used for three purposes:
unique identification, authentication, and
threadingofthebeneficiary’shealthrecords,
only with their informed consent, across
multiple systemsandstakeholders.
OnecangetahealthIDbyself-registration

on the portal or by downloading theABMD
Health Records app on one’s mobile.
Additionally,onecanalsorequestthecreation
of ahealth IDataparticipatinghealth facility,
whichmayincludegovernmentorprivatehos-
pitals, community health centres, andwell-
nesscentresof thegovernmentacrossIndia.
Thebeneficiarywill alsohave tosetupa

Personal Health Records (PHR) address for
consentmanagement, and for future shar-
ingof health records.

What isaPHRaddress?
It is a simple self-declared username,

whichthebeneficiaryisrequiredtosigninto
aHealthInformationExchangeandConsent
Manager (HIE-CM). Each health IDwill re-
quirelinkagetoaconsentmanagertoenable
sharingof health recordsdata.
AnHIE-CMisanapplication thatenables

sharingandlinkingofpersonalhealthrecords
forauser.Atpresent,onecanusethehealthID
tosignupontheHIE-CM;theNationalHealth
Authority(NHA),however,saysmultiplecon-
sentmanagersarelikelytobeavailableforpa-
tientstochoosefrominthenearfuture.

Whatdoesoneneedtoregister fora
health ID?
Currently,ABDMsupportshealthIDcre-

ationviamobileorAadhaar.Theofficialweb-

site states that ABDMwill soon roll out fea-
tures that will support health ID creation
with a PAN card or a driving licence. For
health ID creation through mobile or
Aadhaar, the beneficiary will be asked to
sharedetails onname,yearof birth, gender,
address,mobilenumber/Aadhaar.

IsAadhaarmandatory?
No, it isvoluntary.Onecanuseone’smo-

bilenumberforregistration,withoutAadhaar.

CanIusemyAadhaarnumber if it isnot
linkedtomymobilenumber?
If the beneficiary chooses the option of

using her Aadhaar number, an OTPwill be
sent to the mobile number linked to the
Aadhaar.However, if shehasnot linked it to
hermobile, the beneficiary has to visit the
nearestfacilityandoptforbiometricauthen-
tication using Aadhaar number. After suc-
cessfulauthentication,shewillgetherhealth
IDat theparticipating facility.

Arepersonalhealthrecordssecure?
TheNHAsaysABDMdoesnotstoreanyof

the beneficiary health records. The records
are stored with healthcare information
providers as per their “retention policies”,
and are “shared” over the ABDMnetwork
“withencryptionmechanisms”onlyafterthe
beneficiaryexpressconsent.

CanIdeletemyhealthIDandexit the
platform?
Yes, theNHA saysABDM, supports such

a feature. Two options are available: a user
can permanently delete or temporarily de-
activateherhealth ID.
Ondeletion, theuniquehealth IDwillbe

permanently deleted, alongwith all demo-
graphic details. The beneficiarywill not be
able to retrieve any information tagged to
thathealthIDinthefuture,andwillneverbe
able to access ABDM applications or any
healthrecordsovertheABDMnetworkwith
thedeleted ID.
Ondeactivation,thebeneficiarywill lose

access toallABDMapplicationsonly for the
period of deactivation. Until she reactivates
her health ID, shewill not be able to share
the ID at any health facility or share health
recordsover theABDMnetwork.

Whatfacilitiesareavailableto
beneficiaries?
Youcanaccessyourdigitalhealthrecords

rightfromadmissionthroughtreatmentand
discharge. Second, you can access and link
yourpersonalhealthrecordswithyourhealth
IDtocreatea longitudinalhealthhistory.

Whatother featureswillberolledout?
Upcomingnewfeatureswillenableaccess

toverifieddoctorsacrossthecountry.Theben-

eficiarycancreateahealthIDforherchild,and
digital health records right frombirth. Third,
shecanaddanomineetoaccessherhealthID
andvieworhelpmanagethepersonalhealth
records.Also,therewillbemuchinclusiveac-
cess,withthehealthIDavailabletopeoplewho
don'thavephones,usingassistedmethods.

Howdoprivateplayersgetassociated
withagovernmentdigital ID?
The NHA has launched the NDHM

Sandbox: a digital architecture that allows
helpsprivateplayerstobepartoftheNational
DigitalHealthEcosystemashealth informa-
tionprovidersorhealth informationusers.
TheprivateplayersendsarequesttoNHA

to test its systemwith the Sandboxenviron-
ment. TheNHAthengives theprivateplayer
akeytoaccesstheSandboxenvironmentand
thehealthIDapplicationprogramminginter-
face (API). Theprivateplayer thenhas tocre-
ateaSandboxhealthID,integrateitssoftware
withtheAPI;andregisterthesoftwaretotest
linkrecordsandprocesshealthdataconsent
requests. Once the system is tested, the sys-
temwill ask for a demo to theNHA tomove
forward.Afterasuccessfuldemo,theNHAcer-
tifiesandempanelstheprivatehospital.

Whyis this initiativesignificant?
As the PrimeMinister highlighted on

Monday, the initiative has the potential to
"increasetheeaseof living"alongwith"sim-
plifying theprocedures inhospitals”.
Atpresent, theuseof digital health ID in

hospitalsiscurrentlylimitedtoonlyonehos-
pitalortoasinglegroup,andmostlyconcen-
tratedinlargeprivatechains.Thenewinitia-
tive will bring the entire ecosystem on a
singleplatform.
Forinstance, ifapatientisgettingtreated

atAIIMS,Delhi,andwantstomovetoanother
hospitalinadifferentcity,andifthathospital
is alsoon thecentralisedecosystem, thepa-
tient does not have to carry physical health
recordsor filesof severalyearsof treatment,
as themedicalhistory is readilyavailable.
Thesystemalsomakesiteasiertofinddoc-

torsandspecialistsnearest toyou.Currently,
manypatientsrelyonrecommendationsfrom
family and friends formedical consultation,
butnowthenewplatformwilltellthepatient
who to reach out to, andwho is the nearest.
Also, labsanddrugstoreswillbeeasily iden-
tifiedforbettertestsusingthenewplatform.

ThenewlylaunchedAyushmanBharatDigitalMissionwill involveauniquehealthIDforeverycitizen.
Howwill ithelpyougettreatmentathospitalsacrossthecountry,andhowcanyouregister?

SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

Digital Health ID and you

E EXPLAINED
THEINDIANEXPRESS,WEDNESDAY,SEPTEMBER29,2021

TheuniquehealthIDwillbearandomlygenerated14-digitnumber. Anapplicant
canregisterwithherAadhaarnumberormobilenumber. NationalDigitalHealthMission

JigneshMevaniwithRahulGandhiat
AICCHQinNewDelhi.AICC

Anti-defection law, for independent legislators

IN A STUDY published in the journal
Science, researchers have found that
children born today will be hit much
harderbyextremeclimateeventsthan
today’s adults. During his or her life-
time,achildbornin2021is likelytoex-
perience on average twice as many
wildfires, two to three times more
droughts,almostthreetimesmoreriver
floods and crop failures and about
seven times more heat waves com-
pared to a personwho is, say, 60 years
old today, the re-
searchershave found.
The study is based

on data from the Inter-
sectoral Impact Model
Intercomparison
Project (ISIMIP). This is
a community-driven
climate-impacts mod-
elling initiative that as-
sess thedifferential im-
pactsofclimatechange.
The ISIMIP data were
usedalongsidecountry-
scale, life-expectancy
data, population data
and temperature trajectories from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC).
A press release issued by the

Postdam Institute for Climate Impact
Research said that under a scenario of
current “insufficient” climate policies,
dangerous extreme heatwave events,
which affect about 15% of the global
land area today, could treble to 46%by
the end of this century. However, if
countries are able to follow through
with their climate policies as decided

undertheParisClimateAgreement,this
effect couldbe limited to22%,which is
justsevenpercentagepointsmorethan
the global land area that is affected to-
day.
Thereleasequotedleadauthorofthe

study, Wim Thiery from Vrije
UniversiteitBrussel,assaying:“Weeven
have strong reasons to think that our
calculations underestimate the actual
increases thatyoungpeoplewill face.”
In terms of experiencing droughts,

heatwaves, river floods
andcropfailures,people
under the age of 40 to-
daywill livewhatthere-
searchers call “an un-
precedented life”.
The release quoted

Postdam Institute for
Climate Impact
Research scientist Katja
Frieler, who is coordi-
nating ISIMIP and is a
co-author of the study,
as saying: “The good
news: we can indeed
take much of the cli-

mateburdenfromourchildrens’shoul-
ders ifwelimitwarmingto1.5degrees
Celsiusbyphasingout fossil fueluse. If
we increase climate protection from
currentemissionreductionpledgesand
get in linewith a 1.5-degree target,we
willreduceyoungpeople’spotentialex-
posuretoextremeeventsonaverageby
24%globally.ForNorthAmericait’smi-
nus 26%, for Europe and Central Asia
minus28%, and in theMiddleEast and
North Africa evenminus 39%. This is a
hugeopportunity.”

PAPER
CLIP

NEWRESEARCH

The burden of climate change
on children born today

LONGEST ROAD TUNNEL
At 14.15 km, the Zojila tunnel will be

India’s longest road tunnel, and Asia’s
longestbi-directionaltunnel.Aconnecting
tunnel from Z-Morh on NH1 to the Zojila
tunnelwill be built in the Zojila Ghats be-
tween Sonmarg and Kargil. The work on
the entire 33-km span is divided into two
divisions.

¾ The first part involves development
and expansion of the 18.475-kmhighway
between Z-Morh to Zojila. A 3-km stretch
willbeexpanded;therestwillbenewlyde-

veloped.Thehighwaywillhave2twin-tube
tunnels,5bridges,and2snowgalleries.

¾Thesecondpart isbuildingthe14.15-
kmZojilatunnelitself—9.5mwide,7.57m
high,2 lanes, in shapeof ahorseshoe.

¾ In addition, a 2,350-m concrete ‘cut
and cover’ tunnelwill be built, alongwith

3ventilationcaverns/shafts.Worksalsoin-
cludeconstructionofportals,controlbuild-
ings, ventilation buildings andmuck dis-
posablesalong the route.

TWOUTs CLOSER TOGETHER
When complete, the Zojila tunnel will

allow travel between Srinagar and Ladakh
throughout the year. The distance from
Baltal toMinamargwill come down to 13
km from the present 40 km, travel time is
expectedtobecutbyanhourandahalf,and
the journey is expected be less strenuous.
Theprojectisexpectedtoleadtointegrated
developmentof both JammuandKashmir
andLadakh.

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR

KASHMIR TO LADAKH, ALL YEAR ROUND

AtBaltalonTuesday.PTI

Government ispushingtocompletethemassiveZojila tunnel, itsshowpiece infraproject inKashmirandLadakh,before
RepublicDay,2024.RoadTransportMinisterNitinGadkari inspectedthewestportalof thetunnel inBaltalonTuesday.

Srinagar

Srinagar-Leh
Highway

Ganderbal

Kargil

Dras

Z-Morhtunnel

6.5KM

Zojila tunnel

14.15KM

ExistingRoad

ExistingRoad

ZojiLaPass

SONMARG

KANGAN

BALTAL

MINAMARG

(Aboveand left)The
434-kmSrinagar-Leh
roadconnectingthe
Kashmirvalleywith
Ladakhissnowedout
at the3,530-metre
Zojilapass for four to
sixmonthseveryyear.
ShuaibMasoodi/Archive
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CLASSIFIEDS&TENDERS16

District Collector,
Mayiladuthurai.

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND PANCHAYAT RAJ DEPARTMENT

DIPR/2798/Tender/2021

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, e-tenders are invited by the District
Collector, Mayiladuthurai from the reputed Contractors for the Construction of Road
Works in Sirkali Block, Thiruvenkadu Panchayat at Mayiladuthurai District. Amount
Rs. 555.50 Lakhs under SCPAR 2021-2022 by two Cover System.
1. Tender Ref. No: 555/2021/A2
2. For details, visit www.tntenders.gov.in
3. e-Bids are invited by the District Collector, Mayiladuthurai for Construction of
Road works Sirkali Block in Thiruvenkadu Panchayat at Mayiladuthurai under
Two cover system.

4. The bid document can be downloaded at free of cost from www.tntenders.gov.in
from 29.09.2021 to 29.10.2021 - 3.00 P.M

5. Last Date and Time
I. 29.10.2021 - 3.00 PM.
II. Last Date and time for online submission of Bid Documents: 29.10.2021 - 3.00 PM.
III. Date and time of online opening of Bid Documents: 29.10.2021 - 4.00 P.M onwards.

“«ê£î¬ù èì‰¶ ²î‰Fó‹ Ü¬ì‰«î£‹ ê£î¬ù ¹K‰¶ êKˆFó‹ ð¬ìŠ«ð£‹”

Tender Ref. No: 555/2021/A2 Dated: 28.09.2021TENDER NOTICE

NNOORRTTHH EEAASSTTEERRNN RRAAIILLWWAAYY

AAbboouutt aannyy ppaasssseennggeerr aammeenniittyy ccoommppllaaiinn
SSMMSS on Mon Mobobilile Ne No. 0o. 097979494848459595555

NNeevveerr travetravel onl on roofroof andand footfoot boardsboards

Open Tender Notice No.:
NER-BSB0SnT-OT-17-2021:

"Open Tenders" through Online
(E-Tendering) are invi ted by
Divisional Railway Manager (Signal &
Telecomm)/ Varanasi/ N. E. Railway
for and behalf of the President of India
for the following works:
SN: 1, Tender Notice No. and
Description of Work : NER-
BSB0SnT-OT-17-2021: Name of
work:- Provision of Automatic media
change over for UFSBI in CI-THE ,
MAU-SHG. CHR-PEP & JI-PRRB
section of BSB Division, Total 24 B-
section., Details: Approx. Value:
` 4659411.28, Earnest Money:
` 00.00/-, Cost of Tender Form:
` 00.00/-, Completion period: 06
Months. Tender Closing date &
Time: 25.10.2021 up to 15.00 Hrs.
1. Tender Online will be submitted up
to 15 Hrs on date 25.10.2021. 2. For
full details and submission of bid
kindly visit the Official website of Indian
railways i.e.www.ireps.gov.in.

Divl. Rly. Manager (S&T),
CPRO/Sig-38 Varanasi

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,WEDNESDAY,SEPTEMBER29,2021

BBUUSSIINNEESSSSOOFFFFEERRSS

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

CCOOUURRTTNNOOTTIICCEE

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownas Laxmi
Grover alias LaxmiGaur,D/0 Sh.
ThakurDas,W/oSh.Himanshu
Gaur,R/o-B-73,B-Block,Preet
Vihar,Shakarpur,East-Delhi,
Delhi-110092,have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownas LaxmiGrover.

0040586264-2

II,,SSuunniitthhaaKizhekadattu
SreedharanD/oSreedharan
KizhakedattuParameswaran
R/o-C1/611,Mayfair Tower,
CharmwoodVillage,
Surajkund,Faridabad-121009
have changedmyname to
SunitaKizhekadattu
Sreedharan. 0040586260-1

II,,SShhaakkiirr AlamS/o Jamil R/o-
136,ShahiMasjid,MainMarket,
Badarpur,NewDelhi-110044
have changedmyname to
MohammadShakir Alam.

0040586275-5

II,,SSaabbaaRahmanD/o-Atiqur
Rahman,R/o-1-A,Pocket-
2,E.H.Smixhousing,Mayur
Vihar,Phase-3,EastDelhi-
96,have changedmy,name
SabaRahmanD/o-Atikur
Rahman to SabaRahmanD/o-
Atiqur Rahman for all,future
purpose. 0040586255-9

II,,RRaajjeeeevvKumar S/oShri Naresh
Kumar,R/oH.No.17,PktD-
16,Sector-3,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,inform that the correct
date-of-birth ofmydaughter
Krishi Karkhal is-29.11.2006.

0040586255-3

II,,NNeeeelluuW/oVikasDahiya, R/o-
Plot.No-255, Pocket-9, Sector-
23Rohini Delhi,have changed
thenameofmyminor
daughterArshikaDahiya to
ArikaDahiya havingdate of
birth-31/08/2015

0040586234-1

II,,MMuusslliimmAnsari S/O Israil
Khan,R/OH-135, Gali.No-26,
NearMadinaMasjid,Old
Mustafabad, East Delhi-110094,
Changedmyname toMuslim
Khan. 0040586255-1

II,,MMiinnaaxxiiW/ONarenderKumar
R/O355,First FloorCityHomes
OmaxeCity Sector-15,
Bahadurgarh JhajjarHaryana-
124507havechangedmyname
toMinakshi. 0040586265-10

II,,MMaarriiyyaammBabyMariyamBiD/O
FasahatAli R/O-A-70 Street
No.3,MasjidWali Gali Babarpur,
ShahdaraDelhi-110032,Have
ChangedmyNameToMaryim,
ForAll Purposes.

0040586265-2

II,,MMaannvviikkaa Singh,D/oSh.Harpal
SinghR/o.House.no.A-802,
Ranjit-Vihar-1,Plot.no.-15,
Sector-22,Dwarka,Delhi-
110077,declare thatManvika
SinghandManvikaareoneand
the sameperson.

0040586255-5

II,,KKuunnaall Singla,S/O-Shri Subhash
Singla,R/O-B-1/67,BudhVihar,
Phase-1,Delhi-110086,inform
thatmy father namehasbeen
wrongly-mentionedas
SubhashChandra insteadof
SubhashSingla.Both these
namebelong to sameperson.

0040586255-7

II,,KKAAMMLLEESSHHKUMARIW/ORakesh
KumarR/O.T-154,NearKali
Masjid, Basti Hazrat
Nizamuddin, NewDelhi-13,
have changedmyname to
Manju,for all futurepurposes.

0040586265-4

II,,SSeeeemmaaW/oManojGhai,R/oC-
56, Bali Nagar,NewDelhi-
110015,have changedmyname
fromSeema toSeemaGhai,for
all futurepurposes.

0040586264-1

II,,JJaasspprreeeett KaurDhillonW/o
Paramveer SinghDhillonR/o -
2233, HousingBoardColony,
Sector-28,Faridabad-121008
declare that nameofmine
wronglywrittenas Jaspreet
Kaur inmydaughter school
record. Theactual nameof
mine is Jaspreet KaurDhillon.

0040586260-2

II,,JJAANNVVII DUA,W/ODENNIS
KHULLAR,R/O ,E-96A,
MANSAROVERGARDENNEW
DELHI-110015,HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETO JHANVIKHULLAR.

0040586255-6

II,,HHaarrsshheeeennKaur Sapra,D/o
Sh.Taranjeet Singh,R/o-D-209,
D-Block,Ramprastha-Colony,
Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh-
201011,have changedmy
name,fromHarsheenKaur
Sapra toHarsheenKaur,for
all,futurepurposes

0040586255-2

II,,GGaannggaa Sagar S/o-Sh.Kapil Dev
R/o-House.No.102,Dani
Mohalla,Village-Jonapur,New
Delhi-110047,inform that
GangaSagar andGanga
Prasadbothnameare same
person.MycorrectDate-of-
Birth-29.12.1972.

0040586255-10

II,,DDiinneesshhKumarGoyal,S/o-Brij
Lal Goyal,R/o-105,Zamrudpur,
Greater Kailash-I,NewDelhi-
110048,inform thatmyname
haswrongly-mentionedas
DineshGoyal insteadofDinesh
KumarGoyal in 10th-Class
markStatement cum-
Certificate ofmySon
PurusharthGoyal.

0040586278-1

II,,BBrriijjMohanGoyal,sonof,Shri
PurshottamDass,resident of,S-
30,Gali No.6,Laxmi Tent-House,
ParamPuri,Uttam-Nagar,New
Delhi-110059,haveChangedMy
nameasBRIJMOHANalias BRIJ
MOHANGOYALaged-38-Years
and I Shall thereafter be known
asBRIJMOHANGOYAL.

0040586257-2

II,,DDHHAANNMUNIYADEVIW/O
SOMNATHCHAUHAN,R/O-B-
111,shiv BuxparkNangloi,
Delhi-41,infrom that nameof
myminorDaughter’s pinki
kumari in her school-recordmy
namehas mentionedasDhan
mani.The correctmyname is
DhanmuniyaDevi,for all,future
purposes. 0040586264-9

II,,BBiijjeennddrraa Swami S/o.SatyaPal
SwamiR/o.D-228Rameshwar
Park Loni, Ghaziabad-UP,
declares thatmynameasper
School/Collegedocuments is
Bijendra SinghS/o.SatyaPal
Singh. But in all other
documentsmyname is
Bijendra Swami S/o.SatyaPal
Swami. Bothof the namesare
mineandareone&same
person. 0040586243-1

II,,AArrhhaamm Siddiqui,S/oMaqsudE
Nazar,H.No.25, Ground-Floor,
Pocket-2, Jasola, Okhla, New
Delhi 110025,ChangedMy
name toMohammedArham
Siddiqui. 0040586265-3

II,,Yashvant S/o-Rishi Kumar
VermaR/o-C-666,GL-3,Sonoya
Vihar,Delhi-94,have changed
myname toYashvantVerma
for all futurepurpose.

0040586255-8

II,,VikramSinghVijeta S/oSh.
KunadanSinghR/oHouseNo.
D-199, Sector-12, VijayNagar,
Ghaziabad, UP-201001, have
changedmyname toVikram
Singh for all futurepurposes.

0040586232-1

II,,VandanaMasihW/oBallard
MasihR/oPlot no-18, Goyala
Vihar, NewDelhi-71 confirm
thatVandanaMasih&Vandana
Washingtonareoneandsame
person for all futurepurposes.

0040586235-1

II,,SurekhaSinghwife of Shri
DhirendraChaudhary
ResidenceofHouseNo. 420,
SFS, Golden Jublee
Apparements, Sector-11,
Rohini, Delhi-110085have
changedmynameSurekha
Singh to SurekhaChaudhary
afterMarriage for all intents
and futurepurposes. Inform
that SurekhaSingh&Surekha
Chaudharybothareone&
samePersonName.

0040586274-1

II,,SonuR/o. PlotNo.L-RZ-25, D-
2/28A, VashisthaPark,
Sagarpur, Delhi-110046have
changed thenameofmyminor
son fromKARTIKYADAV to
KARTIK for all futurepurposes.

0040586275-2

II,,Saroj Aggarwalw/oNand
KishoreR/o-65, 3rd-Floor, PKT-
28, Sec-24,Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changedmyname to
Saroj. 0040586257-4

II,,SandeepSabbarwal S/o Lt. Sh.
K.N.Sabharwal R/oPink
Apartment, Flat no. 31-C,
Pocket-VI, Site-II, Phase-I,
Naseerpur (Sec. 1A), Dwarka,
Naseerpur, NewDelhi-110045
have changed thenameofmy
minor sonBryn Sabharwal
agedabout 13 years 5months
(MCDBirthRegistrationNo:-
MCDOLR08080990, AdhaarNo.
548675142016&Passport No:-
P4446145 ) andhe shall
hereafter be knownas
“GuruvaranSabharwal” for all
purposes. 0040586282-1

II,,Sagar SinghS/oManoj Kumar
R/oChhaprauli Dehat(Now in
Nagar), BaghpatChhaprauli,
U.P.-250617have changedmy
name toSagarKumar.

0040586257-9

II,,Rohit Sehrawat S/o Joginder
SinghR/oC-25, Nangal Dewat,
Vasant kunj, SouthWestDelhi,
Delhi-110070, have changedmy
minor daughter’s name from
Doyal Sehrawat aged 13 years
toChahal Sehrawat forever

0070755438-1

II,,Rohit Bhatt S/oSarvanKumar
R/o 256A, Block-A-10, Transit-
Camp,AnandParbat, N.Delhi-
110005have changedmyname
toRohit permanently.

0040586257-5

II,,Ritu@ReetuChaudharyW/o
NaveenChoudharyR/o-4435/9,
JaiMataMarket, Tri Nagar,
Delhi-110035have changedmy
name toReetu. 0040586275-4

II,,RenuBansal, D/oShri Rohtash
Bansal,W/oShri Neeraj Kant
VermaR/oHouseNo.C-7/77,
YamunaVihar, North-East
District, Delhi-110053have
changedmyname toRenu
Verma for all futurepurposes.

0040586220-1

II,,PrashuramPandeyS/OAwadh
KishorePandeyR/OSrinagar
SiwanBihar have changedmy
name toParashuramPandey.

0070755402-1

II,,PrashantKapoor s/oYashPal
Kapoor, R/oH-58, Shivaji Park,
Punjabi BaghWest, NewDelhi-
110026have changedmyname
toPrashantKapur, for all
purposes 0040586240-2

II,,NandKishoreAggarwal,alias
NandKishor,S/o-SohanLal,
R/o-65, 3rd-Floor, PKT-28,Sec-
24, Rohini, Delhi-110085.have
changedmyname toNand
Kishore 0040586257-3

II,,MamtaVermaD/o Jai Singh
VermaR/oD-50, Vishwkarma
Colony, Lal Khan, Badarpur,
NewDelhi – 110044have
changedmyname from
MiethleshVerma toMamta
Verma for all purposes.

0040586233-1

II,,AbhishekBhatnagarR/o-
H.No.203, RamNagar Extn.
KrishnaNagar, Delhi-110051do
herebydeclare that inmy10th
class certificateMyFather’s
name iswronglymentionedas
PratapKishan. The correct
name is PratapKrishna
Bhatnagar.

0040586210-1

II,,MRSUrmillaWife ofMR Ish
KumarChhibberResidentOfA-
96VikasPuri NewDelhi 110018,
HaveChangedMyNameAs
MrsUrmilaChhibber ForAll
The FutureRecordPurposes.

0040586208-3

II,, KAMTULABEGUM,W/OANSAR
KHAN,R/oCHAURAHA
MUHALLAFATEHABAD,AGRA,
UTTARPRADESH283111,
changedmyname toMAKTULA
BEGUM. 0040586264-3

II,, Inder Pal Singh,S/o Jaspal
Singh,R/oH.No-39,Green
Avenue, Badewal Road,
Ludhiana,Punjab-1410012.Have
changedmyname JangSingh.

0040586265-6

II,, Harish S/oBeni ParshadR/o
M-489, UpperGround, Guru
HarkishanNagar, Paschim
Vihar, SunderVihar, Delhi-
110087 have changedmyname
fromHarish toHarishBhilwara
for all futurepurposes.

0040586275-1

II,, GudduS/oRamSagarR/o
HouseNo.122, Ambedkar
Colony, Bijwasan, NewDelhi
have changedmyname to
Natwar Lal. 0040586257-6

II,, Dimple residingatD-4/A, Azad
Colony, Phase-2, BudhVihar,
Delhi-86 havechangedmy
name toDimple Singhvide
affidavit Dt:24/09/2021 sworn
beforenotary SurenderKumar

0040586231-1

II,, DikshaTotlani,W/ORitesh
Fatnani,R/OC-7/8, RanaPratap
BaghDelhi-110007,have
changedmyname toDhyara
Fatnani. 0040586265-8

II,, DhirendraChauhan,S/O
Rajender SinghChauhan,H.No-
44-45,2nd-Floor Pocket-3,
Sector-22,Rohini Delhi-110085,
have changedmyname to
Dhirender Singh.

0040586265-11

II,, Devki NandanS/oChananMal
Goel R/oBM-165,West Shalimar
BaghDelhi-110088,changedmy
name toDevkinandanGoel.

0040586255-4

II,, Dalbir SinghKarir S/oHarnam
SinghR/oC8/5A, Keshav
Puram,Delhi-35 have changed
myname toDalbir Singh.

0040586275-3

II,, Bodhraj Babar S/oOnkarNath
BabbarR/oED-91, Tagore
Garden,NewDelhi-110027have
changedmyname toBodhRaj
Babbar. 0040586257-7

II,, BHANUKHARBANDA,F/O
REWANTKHARBANDA,R/O-E-
12, NEBVALLEYSAINIK FARMS
DELHI-110068,HAVECHANGED
MYMINORSONNAME
REVAANTKHARBANDA.

0040586265-1

II,, Avtar SinghS/oDalip Singh
Virdi R/o-J-154, VishnuGarden,
Tilak-Nagar, N.Delhi-18 have
changedmynameAvtar Singh
Virdi permanently.

0040586257-8

II,, Amit Kumar S/oSatbeerR/O
HouseNo. C-118, Old
Seemapuri Delhi-110095, I have
changed thenameofmyminor
son. aged 15 years, Krish to
Krishant Jeenwal.

0040586228-1

II,, AkashSarkar S/OGaur
Chandra, R/o E-38, Gali No-
E1/A, GaneshNagar, Pandav
Nagar, ComplexNearRailway
Line, NewDelhi- 110092.
Declare thatNameofMyFather
hasbeenwronglywrittenas
Gour Sarkar inmyAadharCard
No- 921591682919, PanCardNo-
DZUPS3212L, Driving Licence
NO-DL-1320120110636,
PassportNo- R7433105, Voter
IDNo- IPS2025435 and
Educational documents. The
actual nameofMyFather is
GaurChandra,whichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0070755333-1

II,, Akansha, D/oGurmeet Singh,
R/o F-3/6/623, SangamVihar,
Delhi-110062,have changedmy
name toAkanshaMalli.

0040586257-1

II kavitawadhwaW/oDheeraj
kumarR/o 13/21 geeta colony
delhi 110031 have changedmy
name to kavita

0070755405-1

II Yogender Lal KarnS/o-Late
Nageshwar Lal R/o-F-2/214,
2nd Floor, Sector-16, Rohini,
Delhi-110089, have changedmy
name toYogendra Lal Karn for
all purposes. 0040586242-1

II SunithaK. SreedharanD/o
Major K.P. SreedharanR/o-
C1/611,Mayfair Tower,
CharmwoodVillage,
Faridabad-121009have
changedmyname toSunitaK.
Sreedharan. 0040586260-3

II SuhasS/O-NarenderKumar,
R/O-355, First-FloorCityHomes
OmaxeCity Sector-15,
Bahadurgarh JhajjarHaryana-
124507,have changedmyname
toRaghavSaini.

0040586265-9

II RamBhadur S/oDammerSingh
R/o II-B44, PusaCampus, New
Delhi, IARI, Delhi-110012, have
changedmyname toRam
Bahadur for all futurepurposes

0070755442-1

II PoonamGuptaW/oRajesh
KumarGuptaR/oMishrana,
pihani Dehat, Hardoi, Pihani,
Uttar Pradesh-241406, have
changedmyname toPoonam
Omer 0070755451-1

IIMayaW/oHukamChandR/o
H.No.F-240,M.B.Road, Lal Kuan,
NewDelhi-110044declares that
inadvertentlymynamehas
beenwritten asMayaSankhla
in thenameofmychild school
document, butmycorrect
name in allmy idproof isMaya.
Bothnamesareof oneand the
sameperson. 0040586220-3

II Paramjit Kaur,W/o JangSingh
R/o.H.No-39GreenAvenue,
Badewal Road, Ludhiana,
Punjab-1410012Havechanged
mynameSukhwinder kaur.

0040586265-5

II JagdishKumarChandwani S/o
Lt ShBhagwanDassR/oHouse
no. 78, Sarojini NagarMarket,
NewDelhi - 110023have
changedmyname to Jagdish
Chandwani 0040586286-1

II Inderjeet S/o Late Sh.Gyan
Chand@GianChandR/o
17/116, SubhashNagar, New
Delhi-110027 is also knownas
Inderjit and InderjeetMakol. All
namesareof oneand the same
person. 0040586220-2

II Bhopal SinghS/OKheemSingh
RautelaR/o 1/222 SecondFloor
GoldenColonySec-1Vaishali
Ghaziabadhave changedmy
name toBhopal SinghRautela

0050184789-1

II ArunKumar,S/O Mahavir
Prasad,R/OA-1/45, Sector-8,
Rohini Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toArun Jain.

0040586265-7

I, Nimuddin S/oKallu BakshR/o
O-10BatlaHouse JamiaNagar
ND-25.have changedmyname
toNaimuddin,for all purposes.

0040585385-9

II,, PushpaAgrawalD/o Late
HargobindAgrawal owner of C-
47,Kirpal Apartment, 44, I.P.
Extn. Delhi-110092have lostmy
original allotment cum
possession letter of above
mentioned flat. FIR lodgedvide
LRNo. 755914/2021/27.09.2021.
Finder please return

0040586199-1

II,,VViinniittaaaaCo-owner of the
propertyNo.34/23,East Patel
Nagar,NewDelhi,confirmed
that theORIGINAL LEASEDEED
OFTHEPROPERTYNO.34/23
EASTPATELNAGAR,NEWDELHI
hasbeen lost.An FIR to this
effect hasbeen lodged in
police station videNCR/LRNo.-
758925/2021,if anyone found
the samemaycontact at above
addressor call:-9643929066.

0040586245-1

LLoosstt original GPA,Agreement to
Sell, SPAetc.of property
No.245, Sunehari Bagh
Apartment, Sector-13, Rohini,
Delhi. Finder contact; Rajiv
Vaid s/oH.P. Vaid,Mob.
#9350224866 0040586240-3

IT IS FOR GENERAL
INFORMATION that I, GANESH
THAKUR S/o LATE HARILAL
THAKUR R/o E-388, Budh Nagar,
Inderpuri, New Delhi-110012 and
permanent R/o Vill. Rajapur, P.O.-
Dihuli, P.S.- Sakra, Distt.
Mujaffurpur- 843104, Bihar, declare
that name of mine and my father has
been wrongly written as GANESH
KUMAR SHARMA and HARILAL
SHARMA in my Aadhar Card No.
9771 0684 8351 and some other
documents whereas the real and
actual name of mine and my father
is GANESH THAKUR and HARILAL
THAKUR respectively, which may
be amended accordingly.
It is certified that I have complied
with other legal requirements in this
regard.

Sd/-
GANESH THAKUR
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PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform public at large that my both
clients namely Shiv Charan S/O Mawasi Ram
R/o H.N. 16B, Gali No-7, Near Gandhi
Chowk, Sainik Enclave Sec. 2, D.K. Mohan
Garden S.O., West Delhi, Delhi-110059 and
his wife namely Sroopi W/O Shiv Charan
debarred and disowned their son namely
Bhagirath S/O Shiv Charan and his wife
Meena W/O Bhagirath and their daughter
Priyanshi and other son Sahil @ Raja S/o
Shiv Charan from all their movable and
immovable property due to disrespectful
behavior towards my clients. My clients shall
not be responsible for the act of the above
named persons any person dealing with them
will do so entirely at his/her own risk and
consequences.

Sd/-
VINOD KUMAR (Advocate)

Ch. No. 625-A, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client, namely Braham Prakash Saini S/O
Shri Bhanta and my clientess Smt. Geeta
W/O Shri Braham Prakash Saini R/O 93,
Main Road Bhorgarh Narela Delhi have
disown and debarred their son Prateek Saini
@ Shalu and his wife Smt. Pooja from all
their movable and immovable properties of
whatsoever nature and have no connection of
what so ever nature, because of their ill
behavior and bad conduct. Any person
dealing with them shall do such action at
his/her own risk and consequences and my
clients shall not be responsible.

Sd/-
ANUJ SAINI

Advocate
Enrol. No. D/1289/10

Ch.: K-83, Tis Hazari Courts,
Near Gate No. 2, Tis Hazari Delhi-54

Àff½fÊªfd³fIY Àfc̈ f³ff
Àf½fÊÀff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W` dI ¸fZSm ¸fb½fd¢I »f
ßfe¸f°fe ½fe³ff ´f°³fe À½f0 ªfb¦f»f dI VfûS d³f½ffÀfe Àfe-
10/25, ÀfZ¢MS-15, SûdW¯fe, dQ»»fe-110089, ³fZ A´f³fZ
´fbÂf ÀffdW»f ¸f³f¨faQf E½fa CÀfI e ´f°³fe ÎÀf¸¸fe Qû³fûÔ d³f½ffÀfe
ER -6/8, ´fi±f¸f °f»f, ÀfZ¢MS-15, SûdW¯fe, dQ»»fe-
110089, I û C³fIZ Qb½¹fÊ½fWfS ½f ¦f»f°f Af¨fS¯f IZ
I fS¯f A´f³fe Àf¸fÀ°f ¨f»f-A¨f»f Àf¸´fdØf¹fûÔ ÀfZ ¶fZQ£f»f
I S ÀffS Z Àf¸¶f³²f d½f¨LZQ I S d»f¹ff W`Ü ªfû ½¹fd¢°f C³fÀfZ
dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS I f I ûBÊ »fZ³f-QZ³f, Àfa¶f³²f B°¹ffdQ S£f°ff
W` ½fW CÀfIZ d»f¹fZ À½f¹fa dªf¸¸fZ½ffS Wû¦ff, ·fd½f¿¹f ¸fZÔ ´fbÂf
ÀffdW»f ¸f³f¨faQf E½fa CÀfI e ´f°³fe dÀfa¸¸fe IZ dI Àfe ·fe
¦f»f°f, dÀfd½f»f E½fa dIi d¸f³f»f I f¹fÊ AfdQ IZ d»fE E½fa
dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS IZ »fZ³f-QZ³f IZ d»fE ¸fZSe ¸fb½fd¢I »f
dªf¸¸fZQfS ³fWeÔ WûÔ¦feÜ

WXÀ°ff/-
SANJEEV JAIN (Advocate)

Enrl.No.D-226/1991

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Smt. Sneha Lata W/o Sh.
Pankaj Kumar R/o 342, Hari Nagar
Ashram, New Delhi-110014, has
disowned and debarred his son
Abhishek Kulshrestha her wife and
son namely Srishti Kulshrestha,
Dhruv Kulshrestha from my all
movable, immovable properties and
I have no relation with them in future
and I have no responsibility of any
kind of acts, Civil and criminal.

Sd/-
PUNEET SAINI (ADVOCATE)

CH.NO. 580, SAKET COURTS
NEW DELHI-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to general public that my
client, SMT. RANI, W/O RAKESH
RESDING AT K-206, N BLOCK,
MANGOLPURI, DELHI-110083 has
disowned and severed all her relations
with her son namely SH. BHARAT and his
wife MS. MANPREET KAUR and
debarred them from her movable and
immovable properties/ assets due to their
misbehaviour, unfamiliar activities,
intolerable acts, misconduct and going
against my client's wishes, Anybody
dealing with them in any manner, shall be
doing it at their own risk, cost and
responsibility and my client shall not be
liable for their acts whatsoever.

Sd/-
JAYANT DABAS (Advocate)

Ch. No. 335, Rohini Court Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby
informed that total 43 cover note
issued by The Oriental
Insurance Co. Ltd through its
Deputy Manager ANIL KUMAR
MEHRA these cover notes
belong to branch office Azad Pur
Delhi-110033, when Anil Kumar
Mehra posted previously.
Employee Salary Roll
No.229296, Posted at Divisional
Office, CBO-12, Scope Minar
1st Floor Core-2, Laxmi Nagar
Delhi-110092 have been
irretriev- able lost/misplaced for
which FIR LR. NO.759834/2021,
Dated 28/09/2021 PS Crime
Branch has already been
registered. Finder(s) may
contact to Police and/or
undersigned in writing at the
address mentioned above. All
the persons are hereby
intimated the above mentioned
lost Cover Note have already
been Cancelled by the Oriental
Insurance Co. Ltd and
Use/Misuse of the above
mentioned lost cover note in any
manner is punish- able with the
offence(s) under the provision of
rel- evant laws for the time being
in force. It is hereby made clear
that the Oriental Insurance
Company Limited shall not be
liable in any manner what so
ever for any use or misuse of the
above mentioned lost original
covernote. Details of 43
lost/Misplaced Cover Note are
following
MOTOR
270000288657 270000288658
270000288659 270000288660
270000288661 270000288662
270000288663 270000288664
270000288665 270000288666
270000288667 270000288668
270000288669 270000288670
270000288671 270000288672
270000288673 270090288674
270000288675
MISC.
270000647302 270000647303
270000647304 270000647305
270000647306 270000647307
270000647308 270000647309
270000647310 270000647311
270000647312 270000647313
270000647314 270000647315
270000647316 270000647317
270000647318 270000647319
270000647320 270000647321
270000647322 270000647323
270000647324.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all the concerned that my
client Sh. Manish Malhotra S/o Lt. Sh. Satish
Kumar Malhotra and his wife Mrs Meenakshi
Malhotra both R/o H-no 74, Pocket-2, 2nd
Floor, Sector 21, Rohini, New Delhi, have
severed all their relations and disowned and
disinherited Ms Komal Gujral from all their
movable and immovable properties as she
have become disobedient, disloyal,
mischievous and disrespectful to my client
and have been acting against their will and
interest. That any and every of her deeds
prior to the said publication may be treated
as Null & Void. Anybody dealing with her
shall be doing so at their own risk, cost and
responsibility and my client shall not be held
responsible in any manner whatsoever for
any of their acts.

Sd/- (Rajeev Kumar Tewari)
Advocate

394-395 Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to public at large that We,
SANJAY SONI SON OF SHRI DARSHAN LAL
SONI AND SMT. REEMA SONI WIFE OF SHRI
SANJAY SONI BOTH RESIDENTS OF BA-77,
SHALIMAR BAGH, DELHI-110088, have debarred,
disowned our son MR. SANCHAY SONI, from all
our movable and immovable properties due to not
cooperating well and showing selfish attitude, with
negative behaviour towards us and he has no claim
or title to any of the properties possessed or
belonging to us, as the said properties are all our
self acquired properties. Our said son has no power
or authority to incur any debts on the security of our
said properties and any person hereafter giving him
any loan or advance shall be doing so entirely at
own risk and responsibility. Neither We, nor our
properties, shall in any way be responsible for such
debts. Any person dealing with him will do so at
his/her/their own risks and costs.

Sd/-
DHIRAJ KUMAR BASRA

Enrl. No. D-1799/2011

“It is to inform to the public at large that
Mrs. Anu Jain and Mrs. Sushma Jain
acquired Property First Floor without roof
rights on Plot No. 173, Khasra No. 353,
measuring 50 sq. yds., Bindapur, T – Extn,
Vishwas Park, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi
vide Sale Deed dt. 21.01.2021 executed
by Mrs. Kamla Devi, duly Regd. as doc.
No. 1616 and Now Mrs. Anu Jain and
Mrs. Sushma Jain is the undisputed
owner of above said property and there
no litigation pending in any court of INDIA
regarding the above said property. Any
person / firm / institution / company
having any claim or right in respect of
the said Property by way of inheritance,
share, sale, agreement, lease, license,
gift, possession, legal heirs, partners or
encumbrance howsoever or otherwise is
hereby required to intimate in writing to the
undersigned within 07 days from the date
of publication of this notice of his/her/their
share or claim, if any, with all supporting
documents at below mentioned address.
After expiration of notice period, the
claims, if any, of such person shall be
treated null and void and also treated as
waived and not binding on our client.

Ajay Kumar Giri, Advocate
“H.No. 26/161, Basement, Vikram Vihar,

Lajpat Nagar 4, New Delhi 110024”

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC is hereby informed
that my clients SH. Kailash Sharma S/o
late Hanuman Prasad aged about 56
years and his wife Mrs. Anita Sharma W/o
Sh. Kailash Sharma aged about 53 years
both R/o - D2/208, Jeevan Park, Pankha
Road, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi -110059,
have severed all their relations and
connections with their son namely Sh.
Gaurav Sharma S/o Sh. Kailash Sharma
and his wife Bhoomi Sharma W/o Sh.
Gaurav Sharma and have disowned and
debarred them from inheriting their
movable and immovable properties.
Anybody dealing with them shall be
doing so at his/her own risk, cost and
responsibilities and my clients shall not
be held liable for the same.

Sd/- RAJNEESH KR. SINGH
(ADVOCATE)

CH. NO. 640, LAWYER’S CHAMBER
BLOCK, DWARKA DISTT. COURT
COMPLEX, NEW DELHI- 110075

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby notified to the General
Public at Large that my client Sh.
Gajender Singh S/o Late Sh. Duli
Chand, R/o 178A, Ward No.2, Mehrauli,
New Delhi-110030, is the owner of the
property bearing No. 178/3-L, (East
Portion), Ward No. 2, Mehrauli, New
Delhi-110030. Public at Large is being
portion and warn not to deal with any
flats of the above mentioned property in
any manner without written consent or
NOC of my client. My client if anyone
does so, he/she will face the legal
consequences as he/her own risk,
responsibilities and costs.

Sd/- (B.S. TIWARI)
D-3341-D/99 ADVOCATE

Chamber No.- 664, Western Wing
Tis Hazari , Delhi-110054

Mob.- 9971132266

PUBLIC NOTICE
“It is hereby informed to the public
at large that my clients Sh. Titoo his
wife Ms. Minoo, father Sh.
Haridarshan and mother Ms.
Urmila all R/O B-1757, Shastri
Nagar, Delhi-110052, has dis-
owned his son/grandson Lalit S/O
Sh. Titoo from all his movable and
immovable properties. So any
person dealing with him shall be
doing so at his own risk and my
clients shall not be responsible for
any of their acts, things and deeds.”

Sd/-
RAJEEV KUMAR

(Advocate)
B-1715, Shastri Nagar, Delhi-52

New Delhi
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GOLD
`45,080

RUPEE
`74.06

OIL
$76.89

SILVER
`58,961

Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asof September27

Internationalmarketdatatill1900IST

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER28

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
BoardofIndia(Sebi)haspavedthe
way for spot trading of gold in
stock exchanges. Under its pro-
posal,aninstrumentrepresenting
gold called ‘Electronic Gold
Receipt’ (EGR)shallbenotifiedas
a security. Corporateentities reg-
isteredwith Sebi as vaultman-
agerswillacceptdepositsofgold,
storethemandcreatetheseEGRs.
TheseEGRswill have trading,

clearing andsettlement features
ofothersecuritiessuchasstockop-
tionsandstockfutures.Anyrecog-
nised stockexchangecan launch
EGR trading. Investors can con-
tinuetoholdEGRsinperpetuityif
they sowish. Theyalsohave the
optionofwithdrawingtheunder-
lyinggold fromvaultsonsurren-
dering these EGRs. To cut costs,
Sebihasmade theseEGRs fungi-
ble i.e.anEGRcreatedbyonevault
managercanberedeemedatany
othervaultmanager.
Further, inabid tobolster the

start-upecosystem,theSebiboard

hasrelaxedtheframeworkforsu-
perior voting (SR) shares for tech
companies.Thisclassofsharesal-
lowpromotersor founders to re-
taincontroloftheircompanyeven
aftersellingordinarysharestonew
investors.Companiesarenowal-
lowed to file for an IPO three
monthsafter issuingSRshares to
promoters,comparedto6months
earlier.Moreover,SRshareholders
canbepart of a promoter group
havinganetworthof lessthanRs

1,000crore, a relaxation fromRs
500croreearlier.Theregulatorhas
also focusedoncorporategover-
nancenormsbytighteningrelated
partytransactions(RPTs).Sebihas
expandedthedefinitionofrelated
parties to includeall personsand
entities that are part of the pro-
motergroup irrespectiveof their
actual shareholding. It has also
classified persons and entities
holding20percentormoreshares
during the immediatelypreced-

ingfinancialyearasarelatedparty.
FromApril 2023, this threshold
will be lowered to 10percent. It
addedfirmsshouldtakeapproval
ofshareholdersifthesizeofthere-
latedparty transaction crosses a
certainthreshold;thesaidthresh-
oldisthelowerofRs1000croreor
10percentof theannual consoli-
datesturnoverofthecompany.
Sebihasrationaliseditsdelist-

ingandmergers&acquisitionreg-
ulations. Under thenew frame-
work,anacquirerwantingtodelist
the target firmmust propose a
higher price for delistingwith a
suitablepremiumover theopen
offer price. If the response to the
open offer leads to 90 percent
shares being acquired, all share-
holders tenderingshares shall be
paidthesamedelistingprice.Ifthe
response leads to the delisting
thresholdof90percentnotbeing
met,all shareholderswhotender
theirsharesshallbepaidthesame
takeoverprice.
Theboardhasalsookayedthe

issuanceofsilverexchangetraded
fundsandthesettingupof social
bourses. It has approved an
InvestorCharter,too.

ELECTRONICGOLDRECEIPTTOBENOTIFIEDASASECURITY

KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER28

THEGOVERNMENT is set to
start deactivating Import-
Export Codes (IECs) for firms
thathavenotgivenupdatedin-
formation to thegovernment
startingOctober6. Thismove
ispartofeffortstoremoveIECs
of“frontorganisations”suchas
theoneallegedlyconnectedto
theimporterofthe2,988kgof
herointhatwasconfiscatedat
theMundraport, and is cur-
rently being investigated by
the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence(DRI).

Whataretheupdate
requirementsforIEC?
Earlier this year, the

DirectorateGeneralofForeign
Trade (DGFT)
amendedIECrules
to requireall firms
engagedinimport
orexporttoupdate
their details every
year between the
April-Juneperiod. TheDGFT
laterextendedthetimelinefor
firmstoupdatedetailsthisyear
tilltheendofAugust,basedon
requests by industry. The IEC
grantedbytheDGFTismanda-
tory for any firmengaging in
exportsorimports.

Howisthismove
connectedtotheheroin
seizureattheMundraport?
Theheroin seized by the

DRIwas found in a consign-
ment classified as “semi-
processed talc stones” im-
ported by Aashi Trading
Company. The companyhad
also importedaconsignment
officially declared as “semi-

processedtalcstones” in June.
Governmentsourcessaidthey
didnot immediatelyhavede-
tailsof thecompanyavailable
withthem.However,thecom-
panyrecordswerenotavailable
with the Registrar of
Companieson thewebsiteof

the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs
(MCA). Thecompany
could,however,bereg-
isteredasasolepropri-
etorshipwiththeMCA
as theMinistry does

notpublishdetailsofsuchcom-
panies.Agovernmentofficial
saidthemovetodeactivateIECs
that have not beenupdated
wasalsoaimedatcleaningout
the IECof firmssuchasAashi
TradingCompany.
“We don’t have their

emails or phone numbers,
therearepeoplewhogotIECs
20yearsback,”saidtheofficial,
notingthattheremovalofsuch
IECswouldbepartoftheclean
upeffort by thegovernment.
In the first phaseof deactiva-
tionsof IEC, theDGFT is set to
deactivatetheIECsoffirmsthat
havenotupdatedinformation
withthegovernmentsincethe
beginningof2005.

SECTORWATCH
IMPORT-EXPORT

Why is the govt
pushing for cos
to update IEC?

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER28

SINCE THE time the Covid pan-
demicbeganinMarch2020,insur-
ance companies have received
25.64 lakh claims for Rs 31,624
crorefrompeopleaffectedbythe
virus,withbadlyhitMaharashtra
accounting for the largest num-
bers by far. The average claim
worksouttoRs1.23lakhperper-
son,andtheaveragesettlementto
Rs91,287.
AsofMonday, firmshad set-

tled 22.38 lakh claimsworthRs
20,430crore,withthemoneygo-
ing to thehealth sector.A total of
1.81lakhclaimsforRs1,319crore
havebeen repudiated, according
tofigurescompiledbytheGeneral
InsuranceCouncil.Thefiguresalso
showamassivejumpinthehealth
portfolioof insurers.
While 8.47 lakh insurance

claimswere filed inMaharashtra
forRs8,650crore, itwasfollowed
byGujarat(3.24lakhclaimsforRs
3,793crore),Karnataka(2.53lakh
claimsforRs2,712crore)andTamil
Nadu(2.41lakhclaimsforRs3,447
crore). Telangana reported the
highestaverageperpersonclaim
of Rs 1.72 lakhwhile Arunachal
Pradeshregisteredthehighestav-
erageperpersonsettledclaimof
Rs1.24lakh.
In the five months ending

August21, thehealthportfolioof
insurersjumpedby32.25percent
to Rs 30,192 crore, as against Rs
22,830croreinthesameperioda
yearago.“Thesecondwaveofthe
pandemicwasmore severe than
the first, causing higher uncer-
taintyandfearamongthemasses.
Thisresultedinincreaseddemand
for health insurance, including
grouppolicies,asmoreemployers
realised the need to cover their
employees,”saidVijayKumar,CEO
and principal officer, Digit
Insurance.
Retail healthpolicies jumped

22.35per cent toRs 9,566 crore
andgrouppoliciesrose25.79per
centtoRs11,903croreintheApril-

Augustperiod.
Kumaraddedthatmostofthe

growthhappenedinthefirstquar-
ter compared to thesameperiod
last year. “Weare seeing thede-
mandplateauingnowthatthesec-
ondwavehas stabilised,”Kumar
said.However,insurersdonotex-
pecta steepplungegiventhe lin-
gering fear of a thirdwave, apart
fromthegeneralgrowthinaware-
nessaboutinsuranceanditsben-
efits. Despite thepayouts due to
thespikeinclaims,theinsurersex-
pectanacceleratedgrowthforthe
segmentduetothis.Healthinsur-
ance premiums have been the
maindriversof thenonlifeinsur-
ance industry since the com-
mencementofthepandemic.
“InIndia,structuralgrowthhas

beenthekeydriverforthehealth
insurancebusinessforalongtime,
withanexceptionallyhigh share
ofout-of-pocketexpenditure,poor
stateofgovernmenthealth facili-
tiesandrisingaffluenceamongthe
masses,”notesareportbyEmkay
Global Financial Services. “An in-
creaseinthenumberofpeople(re-
tail andgroup) opting forhealth
insurance,demandforbettercov-
erageamongexistingpolicyhold-
ers,demandforshort-termCovid-
19 health cover and increased
claimscostsdrivingpricesuphave
resulted invery stronggrowth in
premiums,”thereportadds.
According to Care Ratings,

growth in premiums of stand-
alonehealth insurershas contin-
uedtobehigherthantheindustry
averageFY22sofar.

BRIEFLY
WallStfalls
NewYork/London:WallStreet
indexessharplydroppedon
Tuesdayasweakconsumer
confidencedatadeepened
concerns over slowing US
economicgrowth.At10:38
amET, theDowwasdown
361.68points,or1.04percent,
at 34,507.69. Meanwhile,
Brentdippedafter topping
$80perbarrelforthefirsttime
innearly3years. REUTERS

Flightcrewtests
NewDelhi:Flightcrewmem-
bersandairtrafficcontrollers
will be tested by their em-
ployersforpsychoactivesub-
stancesfromJanuary31next
year,asperDGCArules.

Videoconcase
NewDelhi:Sebi onTuesday
imposedfinestotallingRs75
lakh on Venugopal Dhoot
andtwootherentitiesforin-
sidertradingactivities.

IndiGocodeshare
NewDelhi:AmericanAirlines
and IndiGoannounced that
they have entered into a
codeshareagreementwhich
allowstheformertosellseats
ontheIndiancarrier’sflights
operatingon29routes.

IGLconnections
NewDelhi:IndraprasthaGas
Ltd (IGL) gave out 3.1 lakh
newpipednatural gas con-
nections to households in
the Capital and adjoining
citiesin2020-21despitethe
fiscal being impacted by
Covidcurbs,chairmanArun
KumarSinghsaid.PTI

Powellquestioned
Washington: US Federal
ReserveChairJeromePowell
facedheatedquestionsfrom
senatorscriticisingitstrading
guidelines, financial regula-
tion and diversity efforts.
SpeakingtomembersofUS
SenateBankingCommittee,
hevowedtoimprovepolicies
whereneeded.REUTERS

‘Cos in fintech space should
ensure safety, data privacy’
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER28

COMPANIESOPERATING in the
fintech space shouldensure that
thereisnocompromiseonsafety
anddataprivacytoearnthetrustof
clientsinagrowingspace,Finance
MinisterNirmalaSitharamansaid.
AddressingtheGlobalFinTech

Fest2021,Sitharamansaidthatthe
valueof digital transactionshad
jumpedtoRs6lakhcrorebetween
January andAugust 2021, com-
pared toRs4 lakhcroreandRs2
lakhcrorein2020andtheyearbe-
fore,respectively.
“Safeguard of client data, is

somethingwhich I think is the
backbonetobringingtrust.Unless
my data is safeguarded well I

wouldn’twanttogetintoascheme
of things. So that is the guiding
principle,” the financeminister
said,addingthatthefintechadop-
tion rate in India stoodat 87per
centcomparedtotheglobalaver-
ageof64percent.
Earlier in the dayduring the

event, WhatsApp India head,
Abhijit Bose, announced that the
company’spilot“toenablepeople
tosignupformicropensionsfrom
HDFCPensionsandtheirpartner,
pinBox”wasnowliveontheplat-
form.Addressingtheeventduring
aseparatewebinar,Bosesaidthat
WhatsAppAPIwashelpingserv-
icesacrosssegmentsdeliverymo-
bile-firstsolutions.
Thecompanyhasalsofocused

onexpanding financial inclusion,
Bosesaid.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER28

CITINGMEASURESsuchasDirect
BenefitTransfer-enabledJanDhan
Yojana,Aadhaarbiometricidenti-
fication,Union FinanceMinister
Nirmala SitharamanonTuesday
saidsocialprotectionshouldhave
digitisation of public financial
managementsystemsatthecore
of thedesign. Shealsourged the
UN that post-pandemicpolicies
mustprovideforadequaterecog-
nitionof thementalwellbeingof
vulnerablesections.
Speaking at the UN’s high-

level discussion on jobs and so-
cialprotection forpovertyeradi-
cation, Sitharaman also said
insights frombehavioural eco-
nomics can be leveraged in on-
boardingthoseworkerswhoare
currently not coveredunder the
formalsecuritynet.
“Onekeyprincipleunderpin-

ningthepost-pandemicrecovery
with policies integrating health
andsocialprotectionistheinstitu-
tionalrecognitionofmentalwell-
being of vulnerable sections
through psychosocial support.

Futurepoliciesmust adequately
provide for this imperative,” she
saidinhervirtualaddress.
Thecomprehensivesocialpro-

tectionsystemenvisagedtobecre-
atedundertheproposedglobalac-
celerator for jobs and social
protectionshouldhavedigitalisa-
tionof public financialmanage-
mentsystemsatthecoreofthede-
sign,shesaid.
“InIndia,theDBTmethoden-

abled Jandhan, theAadhar bio-
metric identificationandmobile
trinity helped during the pan-
demicinrollingoutsocialprotec-
tionmeasureswithout any de-
lays,”sheadded.

China energy crunch
triggers shutdowns,
pleas for more coal

Australia
challenges
Google ad
dominance
Sydney:Australia’santitrustwatch-
dog called for powers to curb
Google’suseofinternetdatatosell
targetedads,joiningotherregula-
tors insaying the firmdominates
themarkettothepointofhurting
publishers, advertisers andcon-
sumers.Thecomments,inareport
publishedTuesday,putsAustralia
alongside Europe and Britain
whereregulatorswanttostopthe
Alphabetunit trouncing rival ad-
vertisersbyusing thedata it col-
lectsfrompeople’sonlinesearches
toplacemarketingmaterial.
In a separate development,

Google said dealswithAndroid
phonemakersboostedcompeti-
tion,rejectingchargestheywerea
carrot-and-sticktactic.REUTERS

NCLT allows
Future group to
hold shareholder
meetings to sell
assets to RIL
Mumbai:TheNational Company
LawTribunal (NCLT)hasallowed
FutureGroupfirmstoholdmeet-
ingsofitsshareholdersandcredi-
torstoseekapprovalforsaleofas-
setstoRelianceRetailLtd.
“TheNational CompanyLaw

Tribunal, Mumbai Bench has
passedanorderallowingthecom-
panytoholdmeetingsofitsshare-
holders andcreditors to seekap-
proval for the scheme,” Future
Retailsaidinafiling.“TheNCLThas
rejectedtheinterventionapplica-
tion filed byAmazon. The order
waspronouncedinopencourtto-
dayandacopythereofisawaited,”
itsaid.TheNCLThasaskedthefirm
forasuitabledatefortheextraor-
dinary general meeting of the
shareholdersandcreditors.ENS

REUTERS
SHANGHAI,SEPTEMBER28

CHINAFACESmountingpressure
to rampupcoal imports anden-
suresuppliestokeeplightson,fac-
toriesopenandwaterflowingasa
severe power crunch roils the
northeasternindustrialheartland.
Withelectricityshortagessparked
bycoal shortages crippling large
sectionsofindustry,thegovernor
of Jilinprovince, oneof thehard-
esthitintheworld’sno.2economy,
called for a surge incoal imports,
while apowercompanyassocia-
tion said supplywas being ex-
panded“atanycost”.
Forthesecondstraightday,the

mainstategridoperatorsoughtto

reassure customers, saying it
wouldworktoguaranteecoalsup-
plyandstrictlycontrolpoweruse
byhigh-energy consuming and
polluting sectors, and ensure
powersupplytoresidents.

Adani Group buys 10% in Grameen eStore
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER28

ADANIGROUPhasacquireda10
percentstakeingovernmentpro-
moted CSC SPV’s e-commerce
subsidiaryCSCGrameeneStore.
CSC SPVManagingDirector

DineshTyagi said theassociation

withAdaniGroupwillhelpmeet
the financial requirementsof vil-
lage-level entrepreneurs (VLE),
whomanagee-storesthatprovide
groceries,consumerdurables,au-
tomobiles etc in rural areas and
smalltowns.
Whencontacted,AdaniCapital

MDandCEOGauravGupta said
thegovernment throughtheCSC

networkhasplayedapivotal role
inmakingavailableproductsand
services to every Indian, even in
theremotestareas.
The government holds a

goldenshareintheCSCSPV,while
bankingcompaniesaremajor in-
vestors in the organisationwith
PunjabNationalBankholdingthe
majoritystake.

DELHI JAL BOARD: DELHI SARKAR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SOUTH) IV

O.H.T.O. I. A. Ph-II: OPPOSITE GOVIND PURI: NEW DELHI-20.
e-mail: eesouthiv498@gmail.com/Tel. 011-26388976

“STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”
Press N.I.T. NO: 34 SIV (2021-22)

Further details in this regard may be seen at (https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in)

S.
No.

Name of work Estimated Cost (In
Rs.)

Date of release of
tender in e-procurement

solution

Last date/time of receipt of
tender through

e-procurement solution

1. Desilting of 900/1200/1600 mm dia S/L &
raising / tracing of manholes from RUB Pul
Pahladpur to Mathura Road, near MCIE
under EE(South)-IV (Re-invited)

48,43,326/- 2021_DJB_208810_1
24.09.2021

14.10.2021
up to 3.00 pm

Sd/- (Rajeev Kumar Gupta)
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SOUTH) IV

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 441/2021-22

TENDER NOTICE NO. 06/2021-2022
Request for Expression of Interest (Eol) regarding work for the
Construction Phase of the Indian Contribution to Software Packages and
Allied Services of the Square KilometreArray (SKA)
Eol Document Fee : Rs. 11,800/-
For detailed EoI and for downloading please visit website:

National Centre for Radio Astrophysics
TATA INSTITUTE OF FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH
Savitribai Phule Pune University Campus, Ganeshkhind, Pune - 411 007.

http://www.ncra.tifr.res.in/ncra/ncra1/public-tenders-1

Themoveispartof
efforts toremove
IECsof “front
organisations”such
astheoneallegedly
connectedtothe
importerof the
2,988kgofheroin
thatwasconfiscated
at theMundraport

Mumbai:SebiChairmanAjayTyagisaidtheregulatorwill
lookintothemergerofZeeEntertainmentEnterprisesLtd
andSonyPicturesNetworksIndiaifthereisanyviolation.
“Wecan’tspecifytimelineforsocialstockexchangebutwill
coordinatewithgovernmenttotakeitahead,”headded.ENS

‘WILL LOOK INTO SONY-ZEEL DEAL IF VIOLATION’

Sebisetsstageforspotgold
tradingonbourses,silverETFs

SebiChairmanAjayTyagialongwithmembers in
MumbaionWednesday.PradipDas

The upcoming festive season in Q4 2021 and the release of the arrears of ‘dearness allowance’ for public sector employees,
should support consumption, although supply-side bottlenecks may weigh on near-term manufacturing growth

TheNomura IndiaBusiness
Resumption Index (NIBRI),
which compared activity for a
particularweek against the
pre-pandemic level ofMarch
2020, came at 105 for the
week endedSunday, as
against 100.5 in the previous
reportingweek

‘ABERRATION’
Thebrokerage,however,saidthis
isan“aberration”ledbyasharp
rise inAppledrivingdata,and
masksanotherwisemodest
businessresumption

The risewasprimarilydue toa
sharp18percentagepoint (PP)

spike in theAppledriving index
over theweek,which reflects
higher traffic localised in the
citiesofHyderabadandPune

If onewere to exclude the rise
in Apple driving index, the
NIBRI has risen by amodest
2PP, it said Source: Nomura/PTI

‘Highermobility in some cities
drives up biz resumption index’
Highermobility scores in Hyderabad and Pune took
business resumption activity index to a new high for the
week ended Sunday, said Nomura

THEGOOGLE
workplaceindexroseby3.4
PP&theretail&recreation
indexfellby0.1PP

AFTERTHREE
consecutiveweeksof
contraction,power
demandregisteredtepid
growthof0.8percent
ascomparedtothe
previousweek

Textiles PLI seeks to incentivise
MMF fabric, apparel production
KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER28

THEGOVERNMENThasnotified
the Rs 10,683-crore Production
LinkedIncentive(PLI)schemefor
textiles, specifically aimed at
boosting theproductionofman-
madefibre(MMF)fabric,MMFap-
parelandtechnicaltextiles.

Productlinesbeing
incentivisedbythescheme
The scheme is incentivising

production of 14 categories of

MMFfabrics,10categoriesoftech-
nical textiles andMMFapparel.
TheMMF fabrics forwhichpro-
duction is being incentivised in-
cludewoven fabrics containing
nylon, polyester andotherman-
madefibres.Technicaltextilesthat
are set to be covered under the
scheme includedefence textiles
suchasbulletproof vests, fighter
aircraft and submarine clothing
and tents,mobile textiles suchas
safetyairbagsand tyre cordsand
protectivetextilessuchaspersonal
protectiveequipmentandfirere-
tardant fabrics and clothing.The

Producerseligibleforincentives
underthescheme
Thefirstphasewillbeopento

producers that invest at least Rs
300croreinplant,machinery,gear
andcivilwork(excludinglandand
administrativebuildingcost).Such
producerswill receive incentives
under the scheme once they
achieveaturnoverofatleastRs600
crore.Inthesecondphase,produc-
ersinvestingRs100croreandgen-
eratingaturnoverofatleastRs200
crorewillreceiveincentives.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Avaccinationdrive for
homelessandmigrant
workers inNewDelhi. PTI

Covid cover claims
at `31,624 crore;
Maharashtra leads

London:Britain’s transport
minister pleadedwithmo-
toristsonTuesdaytostopfill-
ingupoldwaterbottleswith
fuelatgasstationsafterpanic
buyingleftpumpsdryacross
major cities and prompted
the government to put the
armyonstandby.REUTERS

Britain looks to
calm fuel panic

FinanceMinisterNirmala
Sitharaman. viaTwitter

FM bats for social protection at UN meet

New Delhi
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CROSSWORD4547

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Youshouldpaymore
attentionto financial
matters,but realise
thatpersonal

possessionsarenoteverything.
If youarehatchingamoney-
makingschemeorplottinga
sensiblepurchase,youhave
about twenty-fourhours.That's
unlessyouwant toput things
off untilnextweek.

TAURUS(Apr.21-May21)
Takecontrolandget
back in thedriving-
seat. Lunar
alignmentsshould

giveyouthe ideathatwith just
a littleeffort, youwill comea
stepcloser toachievinga
cherisheddream.Andif that
doesn’twork,perhapssomeone
youhavealwaysrespectedwill
giveyouthenecessarynudge.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
If youarealternating
betweengreat
enthusiasmanda
feeling that life isall

againstyou,you’redoing
something wrong.Youmayuse
thepowerof yourmindto
temperexcitementwith
cautionandqualifypessimism
withhope. It’sall amatterof
findingtherightbalance.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Youshouldbeable to
begin torelaxand
enjoybettersocial
contacts.There is

still a fairamountof tension,
and itwouldbeunrealistic to
expect this todissipate,but it
shouldn’t reducethepotential
forpleasure. In fact, youwill
soondiscovermoreways to
enjoyyourself.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Over thenext
twenty-fourhours
youwill find it
difficult to

compromise.However, if only
foryourownsake, therewillbe
situationswhenitwillbeby far
themostsensible thingto finda
middlepath. Justbecause
somebodyelse is stuck in their
ways, that isnoreasonforyou
not tochange.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sept23)
Takeadvantageof
Venus’ charming
relationshipwith
Jupiter toraise the

romantic temperature.Theonly
snagcouldbethetendency for
yourexpectations tospiralout
of control,whichcouldmean
they’llbe impossible tosatisfy.
Onegoodwaytostart isby
meetingothers’needsrather
thanyourown.

LIBRA(Sept24-Oct23)
Theromantic
situation is
dominatedby
secrecy.There is

nothingwrongwithkeeping
your feelings toyourself, for it
maybethatotherpeopleare
justnot readytohearwhatyou
havetosay.BepatientIandgive
themall thetimetheyneed
tocatchup.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
Youhavedone
everythingexpected
of you,andmore.
Thepleasantnews is

thatyourhoroscope is rapidly
becomingverymuchmore
relaxed,andtheonly likely
hitchcould involvemoney,
especially if otherpeopleare
involved.Makesureyouknow
whoispaying.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Your emotional
ambitions are being
stirred. Thismeans
that your level of

desire is goingup, but the
pressing question iswhether
your actual circumstanceswill
allowyour hopes to be
satisfied. Perhaps youwill be
able to reach someof your
goals, but leave others
until later.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
TheMoon’smajor
impact today is
enthusiastic and
ambitious,which

indicates that theworld is
generally a compatible place,
and you should feel that you’re
on the right track.
Relationshipswith children
andyounger relatives should
improve, but doplease take
the initiative.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Your planswill go
well if youdealwith
fundamentals first.
Thismeans taking

nothing andnobody for
granted, and recognising that
if a job isworth doing, it’s
worth doing yourself. The only
question iswhether youhave
enough time, so don’t over-
commityourself.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Take your time and
spend just as long as
youneed to make
the right choices.

It’s important not to be
hurried, especiallywhere
work is concerned.Make a
point of developing overseas
links, and getting in touch
withpeople you’ve not seen
for far too long.

S
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DifficultyLevel1s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Youreclaimyourpowerby___whatyouwereoncetaughtto__.-BryantH.McGill(6,.,4)

SOLUTION:OVATE,GUILT,PHENOM,MOVING
Answer:Youreclaimyourpowerbylovingwhatyouwereoncetaughttohate.-Bryant
H.McGill

TVAEO EMOPHN

TGLUI IMNOGV

SolutionsCrossword4546:Across:1Section,4Arrow,7Rare,8Misleads,10
Averageout,12Etcher,13Cartel,15Interested,18Undraped,19Pale,20Timid,21
Samoyed.Down:1Syria,2Currency,3Nailed,4Allbutafew,5Real,6Wastrel,9
Takeinhand,11Statuary,12Exhaust,14Recess,16Dread,17Adam.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

ACROSS
1 Notaproperlyconstituted
company?(9)

8 Quick to feelpain
(5)

9 See4Down
10 Minister is toeataboutsix
(6)

11 Pulldownthetentsand
abscond(6)

12 Apt tobenotonthe level
(8)

15 Figureof importanceto
Americandefence
(8)

18 Materialonwhichone
flourishes (6)

20 Highlybred?
(6)

21 Movingpassage from‘Tristan’
(7)

22 Act it soas tobeunderstood
(5)

23 Litter thatmaybepickedup
(9)

DOWN
2 Aswell in theavenue
(5)

3 Catchaparentout (6)
4 and9Across:Business
associatecaughtnapping?
(8,7)

5 Discoverymeansplea is
changed(6)

6 Entails conspicuouschange
(7)

7 Turnupwithaworkeras
escort (9)

11 Girlfriendpeersaround inside
looking frantic (9)

13 Chateasily -or just thereverse
(8)

14 China torebuildancientcity
(7)

16 Theyrepresentus-amen
(6)

17 Wheredoctorsacquire their
bedsidemanner? (6)

19 Theverybest fromFrance
(5)

No. ED-I/4058-59
Date: 25/09/2021

CORRIGENDUM-I
e- NIT No: ED-I/e-NIT/43of 2021-22 dated:- 22-09-2021

Please read the name of the item given in BOQ as mentioned below against
serial no.:-

UT Govt of Jammu and Kashmir
Office of the Executive Engineer

Electric Division-I, Parade, JPDCL-Jammu
E-Mail: xened1power@gmail.com Phone/Fax No: 01991-244098

All other terms and conditions shall remain the same as already in SBD.

Sd/-Executive Engineer,
Electric Division-I JPDCL Parade Jammu.DIPJ-3236

S.No. as men-
tioned in BOQ

1.01

Read as

11 KV CT/PT Unit 15/5 Amp (Dry type)
along with Trivector Meter complete

Instead of

CT/PT Unit (Dry type) along
with Trivector Meter complete

Government of Maharashtra
Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer Protection

Department, Madam Cama Road, Hutatma Rajguru
Chowk, Mantralaya, Mumbai-400032.

Notice for Tender
Once Used Servicable Empty B-Twill Gunny (Jute)

Bags of 50 k.g. Packaging Capacity

FOOD, Civil Supplies & Consumer Protection
Department, Government of Maharashtra, invites
proposals from reputed and experienced companies to
participate in the competitive bidding process to
purchase Once Used Servicable Empty B-Twill Gunny
(Jute) Bags of 50 k. g. packaging capacity for KMS 2021-
22 & RMS 2022-23.
Interested participants may visit NeML web site
https://www.neml.in and get registered for
participation.
For the detailed Tender document, interested bidders
should visit https://www.neml.in
Tender submission would be online and the deadline to
submit the proposals is 20.10.2021 by 2.00 p.m.

Sd/-
Jt. Secretary

Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer
Protection Department,

Government of Maharashtra
DGIPR 2021-22-2123

New Delhi
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SPORT TODAY’S MATCH
■ RRvsRCB, 7:30 pm19

The Usual Suspects
Mumbai Indianskeepplay-off hopesalivewithend-oversblitzagainstPunjabKings

SANDIPG
SEPTEMBER28

For the umpteenth time in their history,
Mumbai Indians grabbed amatch from the
jawsof defeat, just as PunjabKings snatched
defeat from the brink of victory. In the end,
Mumbaiwasmore desperate for thewin—
onethatkeptthemintheplay-offhunt.

Theblazing finisher
Just four overs remained for Mumbai

Indianstoblast40runsonasluggishsurfaceto
beat Punjab Kings and keep their play-off
hopes afloat. Hardik Pandya, until then, had
lookedlabouredandlacklustre,hisshotslack-
ing punch andhis feet rebelling against his
mind’s designs. But, as thewell-worn cliche
goes,ittakesjustashot,oraball,toretrievethe
losttouch,ortatteredmorale.
Hardikhadtowaitforthe18thballhefaced.

The ball after he had copped a blow from
Mohammed Shami, he backed away and
sledgehammeredashotthroughmidwicket.A
blow so powerful that Shami looked crest-
fallen.Touchreignited,Hardikflickedthenext
ball,allbottom-handandwhirringwrists,be-
yondthewallsof thecity.Ashort somajestic
thatShamilookedstupefied.Fromthereon,it
wasevident thatnomatterhowhardPunjab
would try to force awin, even if they threw
everything they had atMumbai, stopping
Hardik,orMumbai,wasimpossible.
Eventually,andirresistibly,Mumbaihauled

thetargetwithanoverinthebank,Hardikpro-
viding the finishing toucheswith16 runsoff
Shami’s lastover.SoonafterShamihasstruck
himon thebody, hehadqueriedout of gen-
uine concern if hewasalright, but in theend
Hardikwouldhave to askhis India colleague
whetherhis onslaughthad left him tattered.
It’s the destructionHardik couldwreak—at
onestage,hewas12off16,heendedupwith
40off30.
NottoforgetKieronPollard,whosesixand

four in the 18th over bowled by Arshdeep
Singhwerecriticalinthecontextofthegame,
aswellashismatch-changingbowlingcameo.

CraftyPollard
PollardthebowlerisantitheticaltoPollard

thebatsman.Pollardthebatsmanisallsmoul-
deringviolence.Biff,blast,bludgeon,hedoesto
anyball inhishittingarc,whichextendsfrom
extracovertomid-wicket.AT20strikerateof
154testifies.Pollard,thebowler,thoughisdif-
ferent. Grind, graft, grate he does to get his
wickets. That it took him500 T20 games to
complete300wicketsattests.
Of late, theWest Indianhasbeena reluc-

tantbowler—hehadbowledjust55ballsthis
IPL seasonbeforeTuesday’s game.Maybe, at
38,heneedstopreservehisshoulders forthe
hacksandheaves.Buttheslow, lowwicketof
AbuDhabiwasirresistible—thesortofwicket
onwhichhiscuttersandfloaterscouldbere-
warding. It indeedturnedouttobethecase.
Just after thePowerplay, Pollard trundled

in.Thesedays,hisrun-upisastroll—hecould
walk his run-up and still produce asmuch
pace.But theaccuracy, sharpnessandsmarts
remain. Twicehe illustrated the amalgamof
theseunderstatedvirtues thathad starred in
mostofhistriplecenturyofwickets.
HeknewhisfellowCaribbeanChrisGayle

inside out.What he likes andwhat he dis-
likes.Gaylelikespace.Heloveswidth.Pollard
gavehimneither.He firedone intohisbody
—angling away from him a touch, good-
lengthonmiddle-stump.Gayle,prematurely,
openedup, tookouthis front leg, looking to
unfurl a short-arm pull over long-on. But
Pollardhaddroppeda fewyardsof hispace
onthisball (fromlate120kphto115kph)so

theball arrived slower atGayle. The scram-
bled seamgripped the surface and stopped
onhima trifle. Three balls later, Pollard un-
furled the killer blow, the unkindest cut off
all for theKings, thewicket of KLRahul. He,
like Pollard,misconstrued that the ballwas
there tobepulled, but itwas again a slower
onewithascrambledseam.Rahulmiscued.
It’s the funny thing about pull shots — you
couldneitherbe latenorearly.
Pollard didn’t bowl another over. But

the twoblows,moreor less, stalled thede-
signs of Punjab. Theydidn’t quite have the
resources to recover and post a serious
challenge. It was the brand of wicket
wherein batsmenwere required to invent
and improvise, by disrupting the lengths
and dishevelling lines of the slower
bowlers. Punjab Kings didn't have the
breed of batsmen who could unleash a
sandstorm of pyrotechnics — they had ei-
ther theclassicalonesor thesluggingones.
Itwas thesortof pitch tailored forPollard’s
cameowith theball.And forPandya toun-
leashmayhem.

BRIEFSCORES:PunjabKings135for6in20
overs (AidenMarkram42,DeepakHooda28,
KieronPollard2/8,JaspritBumrah2/24)lost
toMumbaiIndians137/4(HardikPandya40
no,SaurabhTiwary45,KieronPollard15no)
bysixwickets.

HardikPandya’squickfire40runs from30ballscamewithfourboundariesandtwosixes. iplt20.com

SYNOPSIS:Hardik the blazing finisher
completesthejobafterPollardthecrafty
bowler sets itup

Chaku’s cheekiness
"Don’t be over-smart and pompous!”
was DK’s advise to Varun
Chakravarthy. Dinesh Karthik wasn’t
too chuffed after Varun Chakravarthy
slipped ina full toss,perhapsattempt-
ing to experimentwith something.
Karthik piped up, “your job is 4

overs10runsor12runs (Naalu-Pathu,
Naalu-panirntu daan un velai!").
He then added an interesting re-

mark, “Overaaa thenavathuvenaam!”
Thenavathu literallymeanspompous
oroversmart; inthiscontext itperhaps
meansdon’tbe toocheekyandcasual.
Chakravarthyhadasheepishsmile

as he turned back to bowl. Just before
that ball, Karthik had given detailed
guidelines onhowtobowl toRishabh
Pant.
“Maathi adika Maathaan, normal

aapodu” (Hewon’t switchhit, youcan
bowl normally). And then came that
full toss. A single that took Pant off
strike.
Not sure what Varun was trying

but Karthik interpreted it as being a
touch too casual perhaps.

The Gri-mace man
Back in the day, being the tallest and
heavieston the juniorcircuit, Saurabh
Tiwary was known as Bhim in the
dressingroom.Sizewasn't theonly in-
spirationfor thenickname,Bhim'sval-
our in epic battleswas also a factor. It
was his unbeaten game-changing
knock in the under-19 World Cup
semi-final against New Zealand that
took India in the final, which they
went on towin.
Those were the days of Dhoni

Mania, and Tiwary, the Jamshedpur
bornbig-hittingbatsmanwithstraight
hair, had no option. He had to be the
NextDhoni.Buteven Dhoni lookalike
toughie Bhims are vulnerable. So
whenbowlerArshdeepSingh's throw,
intended for the stump, hits Tiwary's
box, the batsman falls like a log. It's a
situation that triggers sympathy and
smiles.
EvenTiwary seemedamusedwhile

hewinced inpain. After a longmedical
break,Bhimgotuptohitthenextballfor
a four.His 45 from37balls showed that
onceinawhileBhimdoesaDhoni.

Because itwas twoSouthAfricanswith
jaws wide agape, you could believe it
was the usual 'cricketing souls leaving
the body' at the latest catastrophe that
strikes players from that part of the
world. Except, it was only a pair of
shocked jaws fromboth. Ravi Bishnoi's
lastdeliverywas full andoutsideoff and
saw Quinton de Kock open his mouth
for agasp-ful of air before lofting it ona
nice pivot.
AidenMarkramintheoutfieldsawthe

skierdippingdowntohisrightfasterthat
he liked, anddiveddesperately forwhat
would've been a sensational catch.
Instead itwas a dreadfully unlucky drop
asMarkram scampered a good distance
for the ball to graze his outstretched fin-
gers and plop out, tumbling away to a

four. All through
this slowlyplaying
out punishment
Markram had his
heart in his open
mouth. They say
it's a quick burst of
extra oxygen to
helpdealwithstar-
tling events, but
Markram's visage opened like a crab-
crackerchasing theslipperycatch.
Meanwhile the bowler, the unfortu-

nateBishnoiwhosnaresbatterswithhis
crab-limbedrun-up,andhasbeentaking
catcheswithanun-creasedunfazedface,
stayedassiduouslyzip-lipped,notbetray-
ing his disappointment at the dropped
catch.

I’m not superstitious

EMOTIONAL
ROLLERCOASTER
Hot heads, calmminds and everything in between at the game

Evenifhewasuncomfortablewithin,
Shikhar Dhawan carried a stoic ap-
proachtothecrease.Cricketerscanbe
naturally superstitious people, luck
playingabigfactor inthegamebeing
their reason. Dhawan's superstition
is to play second fiddle andallowhis
openingpartnertotakefirststrike.He
considers this his lucky charm like
Mohinder Amarnath and Steve
Waugh's red handkerchiefs, Lasith
Malinga'sballkissorAnilKumble in-
evitably handing over his cap and

sweater to Sachin Tendulkar before
coming on to bowl. Against Kolkata
KnightRiders,however,Dhawanhad
toeschewhispreferenceandtakefirst
strike.
HisregularopeningpartneratDelhi

Capitals, Prithvi Shaw,wasout injured
andSteveSmithwasputinamakeshift
role.Notthat thechangedidanyharm
toDhawan.Onhiswaytoa20-ball24,
he reclaimed the Orange Cap from
SanjuSamson,gettinganLBWreprieve
onumpire'scallon22even.

The agape Saffers

Dhawangaveuphis luckycharmforstand-inopenerSteveSmith.

POINTS TABLE
M W L NRR Pts

CSK 10 8 2 +1.069 16
DC 11 8 3 +0.562 16
RCB 10 6 4 -0.359 12
KKR 11 5 6 +0.363 10
MI 11 5 6 -0.453 10
PBKS 11 4 7 -0.288 8
RR 10 4 6 -0.369 8
SRH 10 2 8 -0.501 4

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
SEPTEMBER28

FIVE DOT balls brought about a well-set
Shubman Gill’s dismissal and a wicket-
maiden for Kagiso Rabada. Then,
RavichandranAshwinmade one hang a bit
more in the air and spin away to settle the
scorewithEoinMorgan.Thetwohadgotinto
a heated exchange after Ashwin was dis-
missedduringtheDelhiCapitalsinnings.The
latter bellowed a ‘come on’ in the Kolkata
KnightRiderscaptain’s faceaftergettinghis
man.
KKR’s run rate suddenly slipped below

sixrunsperover,butchasing128forvictory
they basically needed two good overs from
thereon. Nitish Rana hit two sixes in a Lalit
YadavoverandalthoughtheexcellentAvesh
Khan (3/13) saw off Dinesh Karthik, Sunil
NarinelaidintoRabadawithtwosixesanda
four to take his team to a three-wicket vic-
tory, which consolidated KKR’s position in
the top four.
RishabhPant’sbowlingselections–notus-

ingAnrichNortje’spacestraightawayagainst
Narineandusinguphisspinnersearly–were
questionable. At the same time, theDCskip-
perdidn’thaveenoughrunstodefend.

The Sharjah sticky dog, or sandy-dog
basedonone’spreference,wasanantidote
toDC’scricketingstyle.Theballnevercame
on to thebat and the slownessof thepitch
took thestingoutof their fastbowlers. The
Powerplaywas the key for DC to build the
platform for a big total. Without Prithvi
Shaw, out injured, theymissedaggression
upfront. SteveSmith’sconventional cricket
held up one end, but it didn’t put the KKR
bowlersundermuchpressure.Shreyas Iyer
could have raised the tempo, but Narine
had reserved a beauty for him.
Only 39 runs were scored in the

Powerplay.DCreached50in8.2overs, their
slowestinthisyear’s IPL.Threefigurescame
up in16.3overs. TheDC inningsdidn’thave
a single six. It’s another matter that the
Sharjah pitch requires improvement ahead
of the upcoming T20World Cup, but at-
tributing DC’s crawl to a slow surface only
would be disrespectful to the KKR bowlers
andMorgan’s finecaptaincy.
Narine was at his vintage best.

Venkatesh Iyerhasbeenarevelation.Only
fivemonthsago,hewas languishing inob-
scurity.Nowhe ismakinghispresence felt
as amediumpacer also.Morganwas con-
fident enough to give Iyer an over at the

death, as thebowler returnedwith figures
of 2/29 from four overs.
DC’s innings started to regress from the

13th over after Smith got out for 39. They
neededsomeonetobatthrough,something
that Rana (36 not out) did for KKR later. In
the next three overs following Smith’s de-
parture,DCaddedjust17runsforthreemore
wickets.Thatwaswhere thegamewas lost.

Narine’s worldie
Six metres from the popping crease,

length-wise,andaround90kmphinspeed;
thathadbeentherecipeforsuccessforspin-
nersonthispitch. Throughhis2/18fromfour
overs,Narinerolledbacktheyears.Itwasim-
portant fromKKR’spointof viewtoremove
ShreyasIyer,arguablythebestplayeragainst
spin on either side, early. Narine bowled a
worldie to clean him up. The ball drifted
awaybefore breaking back, catching Iyer in
twominds.

BRIEF SCORES:Delhi Capitals 127/9 in 20
overs (R Pant 39, S Smith 39; L Ferguson
2/10, S Narine 2/18, V Iyer 2/28) lost to
Kolkata Knight Riders 130/7 in 18.2 overs.
(NRana36notout,SGill30;AKhan3/13)by
3wickets.

SYNOPSIS:KKR’s chokehold suffocates
DC.Narinebowlsaworldie

KKR’sSunilNarinereturnedwithfigures
of2/18fromhisfouroversandearned
thescalpofShreyasIyer. xiplt20.com

Narine helps Knights make Capital gains

Ashwin-Morgan verbal war
could have T20 WC sequel
SANDIPG
SEPTEMBER28

AT A time when the sports-world is
lamenting about too much camaraderie
between players there barges in incidents
that reaffirms the faith that there’s is still a
lotof emotionaloverloadandheat-of-the-
moment flare-up.
Like theone that brewedbetweenKKR

skipper Eoin Morgan and DC spinner
RavichandranAshwin on Tuesday.
Ashwin, eventually, had the last laugh

overMorgan.
More appropriately, the last word, lit-

erally and metaphorically. As soon as he
twinkledout theKKRcaptain’swicketwith
abriskoff-break, caughtat slip,hecharged
towards the embarrassed Irishman like a
manpossessed,hiseyes redwithrage, and
keptshrieking“C’mon,C’mon,C’mon”, like
aboxerwhohadfelledtheopponentonthe
court, but mockingly challenging him to
get up again so that he could knock him
downagain.
Ashwin sometimes do celebrates

wildly, usually in the longest format and
especially if thedismissal involvesanelab-
orate set-up, but not after a two-ball-two-
trick ploy in a T20 game. But there was a
backstory. Morgan and Ashwin were al-
most on each other’s throat soon after
Ashwinwas caught in the deep in the last
over of Delhi Capitals’ innings.
Morgan first came as a pacifier to re-

solve a heated exchange between Ashwin
and Tim Southee, but something snapped
inMorganandmorphed intoanaggressor.
Finally, Ashwin’s state-mate and KKR
keeper Dinesh Karthik had to separate

them.
ButAshwinkept staringback intermit-

tentlyatMorganandtheKKRhuddle, even
as hewalked back to the pavilion,mutter-
ing something to himself.
The trigger for the flare-up apparently

wastheextrarunAshwinhadstolenoff the
lastballoff the19thover.Theballhadstuck
Rishabh Pant’s arm and ricocheted away.
Ashwinsensedanopportunity toscamper
a single,which he did.
Some of the KKR fielders had then

protested—Ashwin yet again was in a
sportsmanship issue (after thewidely-de-
bated Mankading the year before and in-
volving an England bowler).
Morgan had then tweeted: “ can’t be-

lieve what I’m seeing!! @IPL Terrible ex-
ample to set for young kids coming
through. In time I thinkAshwinwill regret
that.”
Therecouldbeasequel too.Wait for the

World Cup.

Thetrigger for theflare-upapparently
wastheextrarunAshwinhadtakenon
the lastballof the19thover. Twitter

Simultaneous evening
games to finish league stage
DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER28

THE LASTday of the league stage of the IPL
will have twomatches played simultane-
ously at different venues after the Board of
Control forCricket in India (BCCI) agreed to
arequestfromofficialbroadcasterStarIndia.
TheIndianExpressunderstandsthatthemat-
terwas discussed during an IPL Governing
Council meeting a few days ago before re-
ceiving thenod.
Hence,onthelastdayoftheleaguestage

of theongoing season, insteadof oneafter-
noonmatch and one evening game, two
matcheswillbeheldatthesametimeinthe
eveningattwovenues.Therationalebehind
Star’s request is the lower TRPof afternoon
games.
“In a first for the IPL, the last two league

matches before the VIVO IPL 2021 Playoffs
will beplayedconcurrently.On the lastday
of theleaguestage(08.10.2021)of theongo-
ingseason, insteadofhavingoneafternoon
matchandoneeveningmatch,twomatches
(SRH vMI and RCB vDC)will be played si-

multaneouslyat7.30PMIST(6.00PMGST),”
BCCI secretary Jay Shah said in a press re-
lease.
A BCCI official revealed that broadcast-

ersaren’tgettinghighTRP(TelevisionRating
Points) forafternoonmatches.
“The official broadcaster had asked the

BCCIwhether they can have two games si-
multaneously in two different venues. The
broadcastershave informedus thatTRP for
afternoongamesislesscomparedtoevening
games.AsStarhasmultiplechannelsunder
their banner, they can provide live telecast
of twogamessmoothly.So,BCCIhasagreed
to the request,” the board official told The
IndianExpress.
It is learnt that the BCCI will take feed-

back fromStar about the TRP generated by
the two games. As the board is planning to
havetwonewIPLteamsnextyear,thiscould
helpittoconductmoregamesinfewerdays.
Afternoongamesmakeittoughfortheplay-
ersgiven theharsh Indiansummer.
“Thiscouldhelpusinourschedulinggo-

ing ahead, as two new teamsmeansmore
games. The BCCIwill decide if such norms
canbecontinuedahead,”theofficialadded.

New Delhi



Breathlessness, fatigue after
covid recovery could be signs of

underlying heart disease

ADVERTORIAL

C
ARDIAC ISSUES
are being noticed
in patients, even 3

months after recovery
from coronavirus infec-
tion. Covid recovered
patients, mainly those
who suffer from - diffi-
culty in breathing, body
fatigue & sweating, are
more likely to be diag-
nosed with abnormal
heart functioning.These
patients are at higher
risk of suffering a car-
diac arrest or heart at-
tack in the future, which
can be life-threatening.

This was told by Dr.
Amar Singhal who
works as Head of Inter-
ventional Cardiology at
Sri Balaji Action Medical
Institute, Paschim Vihar,
New Delhi. Dr. Amar
Singhal says that
“Coronavirus is pre-
dominantly a respira-
tory infection but has
been also noted to
cause inflammation in
different parts of the
cardiovascular system,
from muscles of the
heart to blood supply-
ing arteries. Around
16% of patients have
cardiac involvement
during Covid-19 infec-
tion. These patients can
have cardiac sequelae
in the form of arrhyth-
mia which can even fur-
ther lead to palpitation
and a faster heart-
beat.”He says that “The
virus involvement is
seen in blood clot for-
mation, known as
thrombosis. It also leads
to endothelium (inner-
most layer of arteries)
dysfunction. Patients
who suffer such issues
are disposed to a higher
risk of suffering a heart
attack or stroke.”

He says “We are getting
cases of heavy breathing,
palpitation, fastening of
heart breath. Many of them
(around 40%) are having a
history of different levels of
Covid-19 infection — mild,
moderate, or severe. Even
those who didn’t have any
pro-cardiac issues can de-
velop heart complications
post corona.”“Post recovery
when these people face
breathing complications, it
is the lungs which are
checked.

An ECG test reveals
heart conditions later. One
should avoid any physical
exercise up to six months to
avoid clotting in the heart,”
he said.He further added
“Patients can lower their
risk of cardiovascular dis-
ease-related mortality by
being careful on recognizing
the signs and symptoms. A
simple ECG test can reveal if
the symptoms are heart-re-
lated or not. Most of the
heart-related diseases are
completely treatable, pro-
vided medical attention is
given on time.”

Call a cardiologist or
nearest hospital imme-
diately if you’re experi-
encing symptoms of a
heart attack, including:

■ A rise in blood pres-
sure - if you have a cuff,
monitor for 180/120 or
above

■ Chest or back pain
■ Numbness or weak-

ness
■ Loss of vision
■ Difficulty breathing or

speaking
Issued in Public Interest by

Dr. Amar Singhal
The views/ suggestions/

opinions expressed in the
article are the sole respon-

sibility of the expert.

Dr Amar Singhal

Head of the Interventional Cardiology,

Sri Balaji Action Medical Institute, Paschim Vihar.

Email ID- asinghal2000@gmail.com
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ANDREWAMSAN
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER28

EVERY TIME sprinter Taranjeet Kaur steps
out of the gates of the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium inNewDelhi, dread fills her heart.
Itwasin2018thatshewashitbyacarabout
50metres from themain gate, leaving her
motionless by a pavement. For the next 15
minutes, Taranjeet stared at a group of on-
lookersasnoneof themapproachedtohelp.
"An archery coach recognisedme and

rushedme to the hospital. My collarbone
wasbroken in three. I couldn’t carryoutmy
daily choreswithoutassistance for thenext
threemonths and I was almost certainmy
careerwouldend,” recallsTaranjeet.
On Tuesday, almost three years later at

the same venue, the 19-year-old won the
100mtitlewith11.54sontheclockattheon-
going U-23 Nationals. Daneshwari of
Karnataka (11.66s) and Nithya Gandhe
(11.90s) took the next two spots. Taranjeet
returnedlaterintheeveningtotopherheats
in the200m.
Taranjeet's sensational post-accident

comeback is due in no small part to India's
greatestwrestlerSushilKumar.

Life-changing advice
WhenTaranjeetreturnedtothetracksaf-

tersixmonthsof rehabilitation,sherealised
thateverymonthawayfromthetrackstook
heryearsback in termsof performance.
“Girls who I used to beatwith ease ear-

lier weremiles ahead of me. It tookme 40
secondstocomplete200m(Taranjeet’sbest
is23s). Iwould sit andweepafterpractice. I
had lostall hopeagain,” she recalls.
Justwhen shewasabout tohangupher

spikes, Taranjeet received a pep talk from
Sushil atNorthDelhi’sChhatrasal Stadium.
“I was crying and Sushil sir sawme. He

askedmewhy I was weeping? I told him
aboutmyaccidentandhowIamnotable to
regainmyform.Iaskedifhecouldn’tseethe
supportbandagesIwaswearing.Hesaidno.
Hesaidhecouldn’t see it,” saysTaranjeet.
Sushil’sanswerleftyoungTaranjeetper-

plexed. She couldn’t understandwhy the
double Olympic medallist refused to ac-
knowledge thebandages.
“He told me that if I believed that the

badgesweren’t therethenitwouldn’taffect
me.He consoledmeandencouragedme to
fightharder,” saysTaranjeet.
Sushil asked the youngster towipe her

tearsandstandup.“Hesaid‘letmewelcome

youtoanewstart’ andclapped forme.”
The few minutes of interaction with

SushilchangedTaranjeet's life forever. “This
isasecondlifeforme.IfSushilsirhadn’tspo-
kentomethatdayIwouldn’thavebeenhere
today. I amcertainof that.”

Dragged into running
Taranjeet tookup athletics as a 13-year-

oldwithonlyonegoal inmind: tocutdown
onherweight.Sheweighed75kgwhenshe
decidedtowalkintotheChhatrasalStadium
tomeetathletics coachSunitaRai.
"Onthefirstday,Icriedafterrunningjust

one round. I couldn’t. ButSunitama’amen-
couragedmeandmotivatedme.Initially,she
tiedaropearoundanotherathlete’shipand
mine. I was literally dragged into running,”

saysTaranjeet.
CoachSunita says shesawaspark in the

teenager and took her under herwing, de-
spiteTaranjeetbeing“unfit forathletics”.
“I knew there was something special

about this girl. The first thing I noticedwas
that shewasvery strong. I hada feeling she
woulddosomethingonthecircuit and that
is why I decided to coach her despite her
weight troubles,” saysSunita.
Taranjeet’s gold-winning run of 11.50s

run at the recently concluded Open
NationalsinWarangalwasherpersonalbest.
The Delhi runnerwon the 100 and 200

double at U-20 Federation Cup earlier this
yearaswell. Shewasnaturallydelightedon
winningback-to-backnationalgoldsbutthe
discomfortintheshoulderareastillhampers
her performance. “When theworkload in-
creases, ithurts,” shesays.
Butwith renewed vigour and steel-like

resilience, Taranjeet feels nothing can stop
herfrombreakingidolDuteeChand’s100m
markof 11.17s.
“Imetheronceandtoldherthat Iwould

liketobelikeher.Shetoldme‘don’taspireto
be like me but become better than me.
BecomeaTaranjeet,” shesays.

Taranjeet scorches track,
bounces back after accident
Threeyearsafterbreakingcollarbonewhenacarhitheroutside JLNstadium,
19-year-oldsprinterwins100metresgold inUnder-23championships

TaranjeetKaur,19,onwaytowinninggoldwithatimingof11.54sat theongoing
U-23Nationalsat the JLNStadiuminNewDelhi.AndrewAmsan

“Girlswho I used tobeatwith ease
earlierweremiles aheadofme. It
tookme40seconds to complete
200m(Taranjeet’s best is23s). I
would sit andweepafter practice. I
had lost all hope again.”

TARANJEETKAUR

New Delhi
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