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. Our Flagship Programs

Baba's Foundation Course %

The Most Comprehensive Classroom & Mentorship Based
Program for Fresher's!

One-to-One Mentorship

Subject-wise Mentorship by Experts

Focus on Fundamentals & Conceptual Understanding
Total -75 Prelims Tests and 34 Mains Tests (including 10 Essay Test)
Value Add Motes - covers both Prelims and Mains
Connecting the Dots - Sessions by Experts & Toppers
Babapedia-One Stop Destination for Current Affans
Extra-Curricular activities

New Batch Starts on October 18th at Delhi

A Rigorous & Intensive Test based Program under the
Guidance of Mohan Sir (Founder, IASBABA)

One-to-One Mentorship by Mohan Sir o
Integrated (Prelims + Mains+ Interview) Course - Duration of 8 Months -
October 2021 to May 2022,

Total 138 Tests - 75 MAINS Tests + 63 PRELIMS Tests (including 10 CSAT)
Approach/Strategy/Discussion Classes - Prelims and Mains
Strong Peer Group and dedicated Study Centre

VAN for each Topic - covers both Prelims and Mains
Babapedia-One Stop Destination for Current Affairs

Note: The 2nd Entrance Test is Scheduled on ., ) ;
October 16th ek

ADMISSIONS OPEN

@ 5B, 2nd floor, Pusa road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005 <, 9169191888 & www.iasbaba.com
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,Kamla Devi W/o Mukesh
Kumar R/0-C-1216,Sangam-
Vihar,New Delhi-110062,that
KamlaDevi & Kamleshis the
one and Same Person

0040585927-1

l,intend to change the name of
my wife mistakenly written as
Sujatain my service
documents while as the
correct name of my wife is
Sigirisetty Sujatha and same
will remain forever. If anybody
having objection any reportin
my officeis 15 Corps Engg Sig
Regt.C/0-56 APO station, Old
Air Field Budgam.

00204274081

I,YATIN S/O HARBANS GULATI
R/0 152/15,ASHOK NAGAR,
ROHTAK-124001.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO YATIN
GULATI,FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040585947-4

I,Vishwa Bandhu,S/0-Shyam
Sunder Sachdeva, R/0-90/51,
SF, Malviya Nagar,New Delhi-
110017, have changed my name
from Vishwa Bandhu to Vishwa
Bandhu Sachdeva for all future
purposes. 0040585957-1

I,Shyam Sunder,S/0oDR
Sachdeva,R/0-90/51,SF,
Malviya Nagar New Delhi-
110017,have changed my name
from Shyam Sunder to Shyam
Sunder Sachdeva for all future
purposes. 0040585957-2

I,Sharvan Kumar,R/o-
6080,Gali.No.2, Block No.2,Dev
Nagar,Karol Bagh, New
Delhi,informthatin my Son’s
(Dipanshu Sablania)School
records, my name & his mother
name has wrongly mentioned
as Sharwan Sablania,Dipanshu
Sablania & Geeta Sablania
instead of Sharvan Kumar,
Dipanshu & Geeta Rani.
Affidavit. No.-IN-
L27276361578292T Issue Date-
22-September 2021.

0040585957-4

I,SushilaDeviis legally wedded
spouse of TJ -6136A ,Sub Gulab
Singh, presently residing at
Khar Khari Sohan, Tehsil-
Tosham, District-Bhiwani
(Haryana)-1270040. In my
husband’s service documents
my name has been wrongly
mentioned as Sushil Devi
instead of Sushila Devi.lt needs
correction. Objections be filed
to concerned authorities
within seven days.

0020427406-1

l,Sanjeev Kashyap,S/o
Dharmveer R/0-25/122A, Gali
No.10,Vishwas Nagar,Shahdara
Delhi-110032,have changed my
name to Sanjeev Kumar
Kashyap,for all purposes

0040585947-9

l,Roopak Bhardwaj,S/o
Mabhinder Singh Bhardwaj,R/0
29-D,Plot.N0.108, IP.Extension,
Near Max Hospital, Sanchar
Lok Apartment, Patpar Ganj,
East-Delhi, Delhi-110092, have
changed my minor daughter’s
name,from Suhani aged-15
years to Suhani Bhardwaj,for
all future purposes.

0040585952-7

I,Rama Kumari,W/0 Mahinder
Pratap WigR/0.H.n0.124 H.B
colony-Sector-23 Faridabad
Haryana-121005,Have Changed
my Name to Rama Wig,for All
purposes.

0040585952-2

1,RAMAN KUMAR,S/O Nanak
Chand,Residing at,C-2/425
gali.no-13,Harsh vihar,Delhi-
110093,have changed the name
of my minor son Onand age-14-
years and he shall hereafter be
known as AYANSH RAMAN,for
all the,future purposes.

0040585952-9

1,RAJ RATAN S/O SAKET BIHARI,
R/0 347,JAIN NAGAR,KARALA,
DELHI-110081.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO RAJRATNA.

0040585947-5

l,Parveena Negi,W/O Lachaman
Singh Negi R/0.H.N0-218,
Phase-1A, Om Vihar,Uttam
Nagar, New-Delhi-110059,Have
Changed my Name to Praveena
Negi. 0040585952-5

I,Chander Kanta Trikha D/o-
Sh.Ravi Shankar Trikha R/0-D-
68,Hastsal Vihar,Uttam
Nagar,New Delhi-110059,
inform that Chander Kanta
Trikha & Chander Kanta,both
name are same person.

0040585957-8

I,Ardra Glory,D/O Glory
Kunjumon R/O- Puthen Pura
House Cherumoodu Vellimon
P.O Kundara Kollam Kerala.
have changed my Name Anna
Glory,for all,future purposes.

0040585947-8

I, Wassim Akhtar S/o Md Yasin
R/0 B-388 Aman Vihar Kirari
Suleman Nagar Delhi have
changed my minor daughter
name from Mosina To Mohsina
permanently. 0040585934-1

I, Virendra Singh Verma S/O
Ram Bharosey Verma,R/0 B-
62, Deendayal Nagar, Jhansi
khas, Spiri Bazar, Uttar
Pradesh- 284003. | have
changed the name of my minor
daughter Subhi Arya aged
about 15 years and She shall
hereafter be known as Shubhi
Verma. 0070755216-1

I, Tanu,W/0 Sh.Manav Maini,
R/0-M-30, First-Floor, Kirti
Nagar, New Delhi-110015,have
changed my name Tanu Kalyan
Maini. 0040585957-9

I, Reshma Ahmed W/o Rais
Ahmed R/0 H.No-175/18 Zakir
Nagar,0khla Delhi-110025,Have
Change My Name To Reshma
Begum. 0040585952-8

I, Ramesh Kumar Gopichand
Saini S/o Saini Gopichand
Bhagwanaram R/0213/B,
Bahubali Apts, CHS, Sai Baba
Nagar, Sudarshan Cross Lane,
Navghar Rd, Bhayander East,
Dist Thane-401105 have
changed my name as Ramesh
Gopichand Saini permanently.

0040585813-1

I, Pradeep Kumar Raghav, S/o
Rajveer Singh Raghav, R/0 707
S4,SK-3, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, have changed my
name to Pradeep Raghav.

0070755137-1

I, Pinnapathruni Swathi W/O
Pinnapathruni Revathi Naresh
Kumar, R/09-7-13/13 Sri Durga
Towers, Six Taps Junction,
Shivajipalem, Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh-530013. 1 have
changed the name of my minor
Son Pinnapathruni Shreyas
aged about 13 Years and He
shall hereafter be known as
Pinnapathruni Agasthyanand.

0070755222-1

I, Nikshith alias Nikshith Manoj
Kumar Pariyani S/0 Manoj
Kumar, R/o Padinjare
Kollaikkal House, Pampady
East, Thiruvilwamala, Thrissur,
Kerala, 680588, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Nikshith Nair.

0070755227-1

I, Nij Khemani S/0O Lakhu Dev
Khemani, R/0 60, Pratiksha
Enclave, Dayal Bagh, Agra,
Uttar Pradesh- 282005, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Yash
Khemani. 0070755230-1

I, Narender Kaur Alias Narinder
Kaur Pruthi, D/0 Manjeet Singh
and W/o Amarjeet Singh, R/o-
A-9, First Floor F-2, Surya
Nagar, Chander Nagar,
Ghaziabad, U.P-201011, have
changed my name to Narinder
Kaur. 0070755140-1

I, Mohammad Anas S/o Shah
Alam R/o h.No. 1063/A st.no.34
Jafrabad, Delhi, 110053.have
changed my name to Mohd
Anas. 0040585947-1

I, Kotha Narender S/O Kotha
Uppalaiah, R/0 2-19,
Dumpillagudem,
Govindaraopet, Jayashankar,
Telangana- 506344, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Kotha
Narender Reddy. 0070755219-1

I,Montul Rajak,S/0-Shri
Bindeshwari Rajak,R/0-Jhuggi
No0-1917,Block-E, JJ Colony,
Shahbad Dairy, Sahibabad
Daulat Pur, Delhi-110042,have
changed my name to Mantun
Rajak. 0040585957-3

I, Gurvinder Singh Matharu,S/o
Gurdial Singh residing-H.No.
677/7, Govindpuri,Kalkaji
Delhi.have changed my name
to Gurvinder Singh,for all
purposes. 0040585957-5

I,Mohanlal Gupta S/o Ravi
Shankar Gupta R/o H.No.
230/25, Gali.No.9, Railway
Colony, Mandawali
Fazalpur,Delhi,have changed
my name to Mohan Gupta.

0040585952-1

I, Geetanjali W/O Puneet
Goomar, R/0 1/10, Ashok
Nagar, Delhi-110018, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
Geetanjali Goomar.

0070755169-1

l,Mohammad Aslam Sheikh,S/0
Sattar Mohammad Sheikh,R/0
A-2/S-7 Kartik Villa-3,
Shalimar-Garden,Extn-2
Sahibabad, Ghaziabad-
201005,have changed my name
to Sheikh Mohammad Aslam.

0040585947-6

I, Faheem Anis,S/0 Anis ur
Rehman,R/0 2171 Addan
Street,Pahari Bhojla, Turkman
Gate Delhi-110006,have
changed my name to Faheem
Anees. 0040585947-3

I,Megha Jogeshwar,W/o Tarun
BehraniR/o Flat.
No.84,Bhagirathi Apartment,
Sector-9, Rohini,Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Megha Behrani.

0040585952-6

I, Aji. P.G, S/o0 Gopalan, R/0 H. No-
104, Police Colony, Hauz Khas
S.0., South West, Delhi-110016,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
Ajith P.G. 0070755136-1

l,Lokesh Jolly,S/0 Late.Harish
Chander R/0.T-47,Baba Farid-
Puri,West Patel-Nagar, New
Delhi-110008,have changed my
Minor Son Name JEEVANSH
SHARMA To JEEVANSH
JOLLY,for all purposes.

0040585947-7

l,Kamla W/o-Sh.pawan kumar
sharma R/0O-H.No-F 608,Ranjit
Vihar-1,Dwarka, Sector-22,Raj
Nagar-11,South West, Delhi-
110077,have changed my name
to Kamla Sharma for all,future
purpose.

0040585957-6

I, Dantuluri Sushmitha W/0
Pinnamaraju Prasanth Varma,
R/013-1372, Vikalangula
Colony, Near Durga Devi
Temple, Balaji Nagar Arilova,
Visakhapatnam, Govt Dairy
Farm, Andhra Pradesh-530040.
I have changed the name of my
minor daughter Pinnamaraju
Lakshmi Narasimha Hemani
Prashmitha Varma aged about
1Year and She shall hereafter
be known as Pinnamaraju
Hemani.

0070755224-1

I, Chhaya Devi W/o-Shri.Kuldeep
Singh R/0-House.No.E-1-18,
Gali.No.-1,Jaitpur Extn., Part-I,
Badarpur, New Delhi-
110044,inform that Chhaya
Deviand Sapnaboth name are
Same lady.

0040585957-7

l,Boboi Sangtea S/O Mani Raj
Lama, R/o Loktak Project, Kom
Keirap Village, Charoi Khullen,
Churachandpur, Manipur-
795124. Declare that Name of
My Father has been wrongly
written as Mang Rem Lamain
my Pan Card No- EUNPS3827J.
The actual name of My Father
is Mani RajLama, which may
be amended accordingly.

0070755217-1

1, Amanijit Singh, S/o Sucha
Singh, R/0 H.No-51, Sector 7A,
Faridabad - 121006, have
changed my name to Amanjeet
Singh for all future purposes.

0070755131-1

1, Abhishekh Kumar Chaudhari,
S/0 Ganga Prasad Chaudhari,
R/0 4F, | Pocket, Sheikh Sara,
Phase-2, Malviya Nagar, South
Delhi-110017. | have changed
the name of my minor Son
Aamir Choudhari, aged about
15years and he shall hereafter
be known as Atharv
Choudhary. 0070755139-1

I, AMokshyagna Kalyan Ram
Chand S/0 Uma Maheshwar
Chand, R/0 502, A, Gangavaram
Port Road, Novus Florence
Village Kanithi Village,
Pedagantyada,
Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh- 530044, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
ABBURU MOKSHYAGNA
KALYAN. 0070755226-1

I hitherto known as Pramod
Mudgal alias Pramod Kumar
Mudgal alias Pramod Kumar
S/o Ram Chander Sharma R/o
692, Type 3, Block 4, New Tihar
Complex, Janak Puri, D-110096,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
PRAMOD KUMAR.

0070755228-1

I VIRENDER SINGH,S/0 PRITAM
SINGH R/0 2220, OUTRAM
LINES, GTB-NAGAR,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
VIRENDER SINGH TAKKAR.

0040585952-4

ISulochana Devi W/o
N0.2670760K Ex Sep Mahipal
Singh S/o Sh.Bhagwan Singh
R/0 VPO-Bijwasan, New Delhi
have changed my nameto
Salochna Devi for all purposes.

0040585882-5

ISubham Shorewala S/o
Manish Shorewala R/o House
Number-14B, 16 Alipur Road,
Near Civil Line Metro Station,
Civil Lines, Delhi-110054, have
changed my name to Shubham
Shorewala. 0070755218-1

I Shweta Dahiya alias Shweta
D/o Sh.Mukesh Dahiya W/o Sh.
Mohit Malik R/0o H.No.A-87,Gali
No.3, Shiv Mandir Road, Saroop
Nagar, Libas Pur, North West
Delhi, Delhi-110042 have
changed my name to Shweta
forall purposes. 0040585882-6

ISASIK & LIJI AK Will be
Expended Their Name as SASI
KOCHHPILLAI & LIJI ALISSERIL
KAUTHUKAMANI, This
Necessitated for Registration
of Name for CBSE 10th STD of
their Daughter Ms. ARDRA, 10th
Class, APS Shankar Vihar. for
all Purposes. 0040585922-1

1 Vishal Thakur S/o Sh.Rajesh
Kumar R/o Block P3/263,Sultan
Puri, Delhi-110086 have
changed my nameto Vishal for
all purposes. 0040585882-4

ISAMSON S/0 FAQUIR MASIH
R/0 A-242,4TH-FLOOR, GALI-3
HARIT VIHAR BURARI DELHI-
110084,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SAMSON MASIH.

0040585952-3

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is declared to the public at large that|
My Client Sh.Nisar Ahmed S/O Sh. Anzar
-UL- Hug R/O B-1/9 , Ground floor,Sarai
Khalil ,Sadar Bazar, Near Singhara Chowk
, Delhi-110006, has debarred, Disowned
and disinherited his daughter & Son-
in-Law ( Hida Nasreen & Rayan @ Jeetu
) from his all movable and immovable
properties ( Situated at Delhi or Out Side
Delhi) due to their misconduct, disobedient
and disrespectful behaviour. They are
living separate and have no concern with
my client. Whosoever deals with them may
do on his own risk. My client shall not be
responsible for any activity/transaction
made with above said persons.
AVDHESH NUNIWALA ,ADVOCATE
CHAMBER NO 09,CIVIL SUPPLY
BUILDING TIS HAZARI COURTS
DELHI -54

LOST & FOUND

Notice is hereby given that the
certificate(s) of 325 share registered
folio no.C2S-2649 of TATA
CONSULTANCY SERVICES
LIMITED (TCS) Certificate No.B3
1420213 Distinctive No. 1970508492 -
1970508816 issued to Shweta
Sharma has been actually
|lost/misplaced. Finder may contact
Shweta Sharma D/o Late Chander
Sekhar Sharma R/o 313/105 G, Tulsi
Nagar, Near Inderlok, Delhi-110035
Mobile No. 9911961171, 9910907314.

| DOCTORS |

Looking for Punjabi Sikh
Computer Engineer Boy
5'107/18.8.91/18LPA, Canada
return,Kennel & Livestock
Medical Business & live in
Chattarpur Farms Delhi,
Seeking B'ful,
Doctor(Veterinery,Medical
field), girl#989101313, Email:-
teghakennel@gmail.com

0040583757-3

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform to General Public that my
clients Mrs. Rajinder Kaur wife of late Shri
Joginder Singh Mahant resident of E-204,
Greater Kailash-ll, New Delhi-110048
have disentitled/disowned her daughter
Anju Modi and her children namely Karan
Modi-son & Sarah Modi-daughter from all
her moveable and immovable properties
rights and titles due to their bad behavior.
Public at large is notified that anybody
dealing with them shall be doing it at their
own costand risk and my client shall not be
held liable for any dealing/transaction
hereinafter with them.

AKSHAY KUMAR (Advocate)
Ch. No. 95, Patiala House Court, New Delhi-01

| KAYASTHA |

Looking for Kayastha Girl,
working in Bihar Government
Boy, 30 Years, 5’ 8”, B.Tech,
Mechanical Engineer, residing
in Patna. Contact#8544413292.

0040584958-2

| sikH/punsABl |

Suitable match for handsome,
turbaned Jat Sikh boy, 1983
born,5’91/2”,BTech,
MBA(UK). Canada PR. Working
inreputed MNC. Father Doctor.
Email: edevh83@gmail.com

0040585387-1

MALYALEE
KERALITE

ISKCON NAIR VEGETARIAN
BEAUTIFUL GIRL 22/5.7
POORADAM Bcom Thrissur
7025825201
gopi20051966@gmail.com

0050184402-1

| OTHERS |

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to public at large that my
client Sh. Manish Choudhary S/o Sh.
Ranjeet Singh R/o Plot No. 13, 1st
Floor, Vigyan Lok, Delhi-110092, has
lost his Agreement to Sell and
previous chain of his mentioned
property, area measuring 748Sq.
Yds. bearing property no. C-10, out
of Rect. No. 21 & Killa No. 3/1,
Situated at Patel Vihar, Harijan Basti,
Village Karawal Nagar, Delhi-
110094, in this regard NCR has been
Lodged bearing LR No.
748906/2021. If anyone found the
same kindly contact me on the above
mentioned address.
ASHISH KUMAR UPADHYAY

Office:- E-223, Shop No. 1, E-Block,
Main Road Khajoori Khas, Delhi-94

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform to General Public that my
clients Mrs. Rajinder Kaur wife of late Shri
Joginder Singh Mahant resident of E-204,
Greater Kailash-Il, New Delhi-110048
have disentitied/disowned her daughter
Manranjan Kaur Gulati and her children
namely Rashmeet Gulati & Anjuman
Hasmi- daughters from all her moveable
and immovable properties rights and fitles
due to their bad behavior. Public at large is
notified that anybody dealing with them
shall be doing it at their own cost and risk
and my client shall not be held liable for any
dealing/transaction hereinafter with them.

AKSHAY KUMAR (Advocate)
Ch. No. 95, Patiala House Court, New Delhi-01

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform to General Public that my
clients Mrs. Rajinder Kaur wife of late Shri
Joginder Singh Mahant resident of E-204,
Greater Kailash-ll, New Delhi-110048
have disentitled/disowned her daughter
Sheena Babra & her children namely
Tejeshwar Babra & Adeshwar Babra-sons
from all her moveable and immovable
properties rights and titles due to their bad
behavior. Public at large is notified that
anybody dealing with them shall be doing it
at their own cost and risk and my client
shall not be held liable for any dealing/
transaction hereinafter with them.

AKSHAY KUMAR (Advocate)
Ch. No. 95, Patiala House Court, New Delhi-01

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed that
my client SH. SURESH KUMAR S/o LT.
MOTI RAM SHARMA and SMT
ARVINTA SHARMA H.No-49-A, CBI
COLONY VASANT VIHAR DELHI -
110057 have severed all relations from
their son namely ANSHUL SHARMA
due to his disobeying and harassing
behavior towards my above named
clients and they have disowned and
debarred him from all their movable and

Suitable Match for Nair boy
Delhi/abroad for delhite Nair
girl 31/52/Avitam, MBA HR,
Employed Mother central Govt
Gztd officer Email :
leaguepact@gmail.com

0040585624-1

| RAJPUT |

Match for Rajput (Rana)
Manglik 3-7-1990, 10 AM, Height
5’3" Chandigarh, JOB - Govt. job
on (OUTSOURCING) as Clerk.
Seeking cultured boy for nice
family,Send biodata After
Matching Kundli. 7888587804

0020427197-1

INagma,W/o Mausam ali,R/0
2533 bada chaman wara tilak
bazar delhi-110006.have
changed my name to Nagma
Ali. 0040585947-2

IMOHAMMAD EKBAL AHMAD
S/0 ANISH AHMAD, C-51
CHOTPUR COLONY, SECTOR
63A, NOIDA, GAUTAM BUDDHA
NAGAR-201301 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO EKBAL AHMAD.

00707551631

I, MOHD MUSHARRAT, ADD-E-78,
3RD FLOOR, ABUL-FAZAL
ENCLAVE PART-1 JAMIA NAGAR
OKHLA, SOUTH EAST DELHI-
110025, changed my minor
daughter name AQSA
MUSHARRAT to AQSA
MUSARRAT, permanently.

0040585521-6

LOST & FOUND

l, Soma Rani D/o Shuagan Chand
R/019-C, Neelkanth
Apartments, I.P.Extension, 46,
Patparganj, Delhi-110092. | had
lost my share certificate of
above mentioned property.
Finder contact 9880096422

0040585906-1

My Sports Person Villa, Unit No.
SV-25, Jaypee Greens, Greater
Noida. Original mutation letter
islost somewhere. Vandana
Rakesh Singh w/0 Mr. Rakesh
Singh B-3/58, SF Block-B-3,
Safdarjung, Delhi 0040585938-1

WEKAMAL JIT GUJIRAL and
KIRAN WALIA AIYER BOTH
DAUGHTERS OF LATE MAJOR
DEVINDER SINGH (RETD.) have
lost the ORIGINAL PERPETUAL
LEASE DEED DATED 2 ND JULY,
1980 QUA PROPERTY BEARING
NO.A-186, DEFENCE COLONY,
NEW DELHI in case found,
please contactatabove
address. 0040585882-7

PROPERTY FOR
RENT/SALE

AVAILABLE 2 BHK Flat For
Rent/Sale Panchsheel Vihar
Malviya Nagar New Delhi-
110017 Contact-9871878170.

0040585952-10

COURT NOTICE

NOTICE
Inthe Court of Sh. Jagdish Kumar
ASJISPLIFTC North District, Rohini Courts
Room No. 204, Rohini Courts, Delhi

Case Reg. No. 77120, P.S. : Mukh. Nagar
U/S : 138 NI Act
Lagan Kapoor
Versus
Gaurav Kapoor

o,

Smt. Madhulika Bakshi

W/o Shri Avtar Kishan Bakshi

R/o 52, Aruna Nagar,

Civil Lines, Delhi-110054

W HEREAS

..... application has been

made before me & you are

hereby informed through

this notice. You are hereby

required to appear in

person or by pleader on

05-10-2021 at 10.00 AM.

Sd/-

ASJISPL/FTC North District

Rohini Courts, Delhi

PUBLICNOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Re: House bearing 528/5, Land area
measuri 0. yds. outof No.4049/
3026,4051/3026, situated in the residential
colony known as Cancon Enclave, Sector
4, Tehsil & Distt. Gurgaon, Haryana
(hereinafterreferredto as said property).
NOTICE is hereby given to general publicthat
our clients, Mr. Vivek S/o Shri Sombir and
Mrs. Krishna DeviWio Srri Sombir Rio House:
No.528/5, Cancon Enclave, Sector4, Gurgaon,
(Haryana) are the owners of the aforesaid
q_roperty(eamhawng‘/zundl\ndedshare)vne
ransfer Deeds registered as Documents
Nos. 6133 dated 1 021 and 6340 dated
26/02/2021 respectively. In this connection,
ou_{j clients have fl_Jr!ipeﬁ inforrmn]ed sgg tli)wathhe
sai was initial a Is.
Kﬁsf?r:gpeDneX/i from M spgwaiantra );-\sian
Chemical Private Limited vide sale deed
registered as documentNo. 1210, BookNo.1,
\lolume No. 65241655, pages 11-12/177, on
26/04/2001 (herei reinater referted o as "said
dooumen% in the office of Sub Reg\shar
Gurgaon. The said document, inoriginal, has
beenlost/misplacedandisnottraceable.
If the aforesaid original Sale Deed (said
document)isfoundorhasbeenfoundbyany
person, the same may be retumed and
delivered to the undersigned at the address
mentioned herein below. Further, if any
person, body, institution is having any claim
and/or objection in respect of the said
property, he/shethey may raise hisiher! their|
objection/s, in writing, with documentary|
evidence, tgrRe istered AD Post, to the
under5|gne e address mentioned
herein below within 07 days of publication of]
this notice. Otherwise, after expiry of 07
days from the date of Fubllcatlon of this|
not\oe noobjectionshall be acceptable.
General Publicmay alsotake note thatany deal
or transaction done by anybody onthe basis
of the said Sale Deed (said document) shall
beillegal and notbinding on our clients. The
person doing so shall be liable to be
prosecuted underthe law.
Vikas Sharma Advocate

For Mis Intellective Law Offices, A-74
LGF, Defence Colony, New Delhi-24,

ties, anyone
dealing with him in future in any manner
shall do so at his/her own risk and
consequences, my client will not be
responsible for any of his acts and
deeds done by him in future with
immediate effect. ROBIN KUMAR
AMBAWATA Ch. No-735A Western
Wing Tis Hazari Court Delhi-1 10054

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis to all that my client Shri Moti Lal,
S/o Late Shri Basant Lal, residents of
B-468, Gali No. 6, Prem Vihar- Shiv
Vihar, Krawal Nagar, Delhi-110094,
do hereby disinherit/ disowned his
son Shri Gaurav and his wife Smt.
Pooja and their daughter baby
Priyanshi, from all his movable and
immovable properties including the
present one and has severed all
connections with them due to their
bad behavior and out of control.
Anybody dealing with him, my client
and other family members shall not
be liable or responsible for their act
and conduct and to whosoever will
deal with them will deal at his own
risk and cost.
Sd/- MOHD SARFARAJ
(ADVOCATE)
Ch. No. 330, Block-I, Delhi High
Court, New Delhi-110003

PUBLIC NOTICE

Know all men by these presents that my
client namely Shri Vinod Kumar Singh S/o
Late Shri Brij Mohan Sharma, R/o E-32A,
Gali 26G, Molarband, Extn. Badarpur, New
Delhi-44, who is an absolute owner and
exclusive in physical possession of the
property: Khewat/ Khata No. 201/197,
Khasra No. 256, Plot No. 65 & 90,
admeasuring 301 Sq. Yds. (66'x41') Mouja:
Tilpat, Tehsil & Distt. Faridabad, HR, by
virtue of a Will Dated 05.08.2021 executed
by Late Shri Chatur Dev Sharma S/o Late
Shri Brij Mohan Sharma in favour of my
client, if any one deals or enter into any
agreement, sale documents, etc. with Smt.
Renu Sinha W/o Late Kumar Chander Mani
D/o Late Shri Chatur Dev Sharma, or
through her attorney etc. in respect of the
above said property, the said documents
will be null-n-void, it will be his/her/their own
responsibility, risks, & costs, they may be

prosecuted by my client as per law.
Sd/- Yogendra Kumar (Advocate)
Mobile No. 9810198484

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that
my client(s) is fare interested to buy Freehold
Property Bearing Flat No-200-H, Third Floor,
DDA MIG FLAT, with Garage, situated at Rajouri
Garden, New Delhi, presently owned & possessed
by Smt. Monika Sindhwani W/o Sh. Pankaj Gera
by virtue of Sale Deed duly registered vide Regd.
No.8639, dated 08.05.2007, & as per owner
version the said property/ Flat isfare free from
all sorts of encumbrances. Link documents are
missing & duly informed vide- DDN. 1613 date
27.12.2006, with PS. Tilak Nagar, Distt-(West), Delhi.

1t is hereby notified that any person or
entity, Firm/ Company, Bank, HUF/ member
of HUF, Financial Institution having any claim,
any charge, interest or lien or claim on the basis
of documents and/or objection to thereof, he/
she/ they may lodge/ notify the same to the
undersigned with documentary proof/ court
judgement within 15 days from the day of
publication of this public notice, failing which
any further/ future claim/ objection(s) shall be
rejected & my client/ prospective buyer(s) as a
bona-fide purchaser conclude the Title / Sale
Deed proposed to be executed in favor of my
client or in the name of his/ her/ their nominees
shall be deemed to be clear & marketable with-
out any defect, encumbrances, flaw & impediment.
Mithilesh Kumar (Advocate) Ch. No. 717,
District Courts Rohini, Delhi- 85 # 9810593109

PUBLIC NOTICE
To, be known to all that my client, SH.
DEEPAK JHAMB $/0 LATE SHRI OM PRAKASH
JHAMB R/0 F-1/29, PHASE -1, JAI VIHAR,
NAJAFGARH, NEW DELHI-110043, is the
substitute/owner of DDALIG FLAT NO.95, ON
THIRD FLOOR, POCKET-B-2, SITUATED AT
LOKNAYAK PURAM, NEW DELHI, VIDE DDA
FILE NO. L/483(1313)2006/AAY/ LN, have
applied for Substitution and Conversion of
lease hold from freehold of the aforesaid
property in DDA. The original documents
i.e. DEMAND LETTER NO. 58742 of the
above said property have been lost or
misplaced by my client and is not
traceable inspite of his best efforts. An
F.L.R.NCR to this effect has been lodged
in the Police Station, Crime Branch, Delhi
(LR No. 731255/2021 dated 23.09.2021.
Any person(s) claiming any rights,
interest, having any objection or found in
possession of original documents, may
write/contact with above named person
at above Address/Phone No.9871111223
within 15 days from the date of publication
of this notice. The person claiming any
right, interest, objection with respect to
this property, can personally inform or
write to Deputy Director LIG (Housing) or
Director (Housing), Vikas Sadan, New

Delhi. - Naveen Aggarwal (Advocate)

Chamber no. M-7, Near SBI, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that
Entire First Floor of Freehold Property
Bearing No. 20, Street No. E-1, meas-
uring 590 Sq.Yds, Vasant Vihar, Newl
Delhi, presently owned & Possessesed
by Shri Rajiv Anand by Virtue of Salel
Deed duly registered vide Regd. No.
4289, dt. 09.09.2021 & as per owner|
version the said property/ Flat is/are
free from all sorts of encumbrances.
The property is at present mortgage|
with Standard Chartered Bank.
1t is hereby notified that any person:
or entity, firm/ company, Bank, HUF/
member of HUF, financial institution
(except mentioned above) having anyl
claim any charge, interest or lien orl
claim on the basis of documents and/or
objection to thereof,hef she/ they mayl
lodge/ notify the same to the undersigned
with documentary proof/court ji
within 15 days from the day of publication
of this public notice, failing which any further|
/ future claim/ objection(s) shall be rejected.
Mithilesh Kumar (Advocate) Ch. No. 717 |
District Courts Rohini, Delhi- 85 # 9810593109

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT MS.
REKHA SHARMA D/O SH. K. L. SHARMA R/O A-
291, GROUND FLOOR, NEW FRIENDS
COLONY, NEW DELHI, IS THE OWNER OF
SOCIETY BUILT - UP FLAT BEARING NO. 133,
ON THIRD FLOOR, SITUATED IN THE LAYOUT
PLAN OF UNION REHABILITATION MINISTRY
EMPLOYEES  CO-OPERATIVE ~ GROUP
HOUSING SOCIETY LTD., PLOT NO. 7-C,
SECTOR - 23, DWARKA, NEW DELHI AND SHE
HAS MISPLACED/LOST THE ORIGINAL SHARE
CERTIFICATE, ORIGINAL ALLOTMENT LETTER
AND ORIGINAL POSSESSION LETTER IN
RESPECT OF ABOVE SAID FLAT, WHICH WAS
ISSUED BY THE SAID SOCIETY TO MS. REKHA
SHARMA & HAVE LODGED A FIR/NCR VIDE LR
NO. 732379/2021 DATED 23.09.2021, WITH
POLICE STATION, CRIME BRANCH, DELHI, IF
ANY BODY FIND THE SAID DOCUMENT,
PLEASE INFORM HER AT THE ABOVE SAID
ADDRESS OR PH. NO.:-9810820848.

IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN
THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE SHOULD
FILE AN FIR & GIVE INTIMATION TO DY/ASST.

DIRECTOR, GH, DDA VIKAS SADAN, INA, NEW

DELHI WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF
ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE

ASHISH SAPRA (Advocate)

Enrl.D/2468/2008

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT MY
CLIENT SMT. SEEMA ARORA W/O LATE
SH. P.P. ARORA R/O H-19/82, SECTOR-7,
ROHINI, DELHI-110085, IS THE OWNER
OF PROPERTY NO. 82, IN BLOCK-H,
POCKET-19, SITUATED AT SECTOR-7,
ROHINI, DELHI-110085 AND SHE HAS
MISPLACED/ LOST THE ORIGINAL
ALLOTMENT CUM DEMAND LETTER AND
ORIGINAL DDA POSSESSION SLIP IN
RESPECT OF ABOVE SAID PROPERTY &
HAVE LODGED A FIR/NCR VIDE LR NO.
748436/2021 DATED 25.09.2021, WITH
POLICE STATION, CRIME BRANCH,
DELHI, IF ANY BODY FIND THE SAID
DOCUMENT, PLEASE INFORM HER AT
THE ABOVE SAID ADDRESS OR PH. NO.:-
9871112658.

IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY
RIGHT IN THE AFORESAID PROPERTY,
HE/SHE SHOULD FILE AN FIR & GIVE
INTIMATION TO DY/ASST. DIRECTOR,
LAB(RO), DDA VIKAS SADAN, INA, NEW
DELHI WITH IN 30 DAYS FROM THE DATE
OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/-
SACHIN KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/2092/2008|

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that my|
client(s) is/are interested to buy Freehold Property!
Bearing No. 317, Block-C-6, Measuring 35 Sq. Mtrs,
Yamuna Vihar, Delhi, presently owned & Possessed
by Smt. Kuntal Rani Sharma by virtue of Conveyance
Deed, duly registered vide Regd. No. 3748, dated
03.10.1994 and as per the present owner(s)
informed & assured that the said Property /Flat|
is / are free from all sorts of encumbrances.
It is hereby notified that any person or|
entity, Firm/ Company, Bank, HUF/ member|
of HUF, Financial Institution having any claim,
any charge, interest or lien or claim on the basis|
of documents and/or objection to thereof, he/
she/ they may lodge/ notify the same to the
underswgned with documentary proof/ court
within 15 days from the day of]
publication of this public notice, failing which
any further/ future claim/ objection(s) shall bel
rejected & my client/ prospective buyer(s) as a
bona-fide purchaser conclude the Title / Sale
Deed proposed to be executed in favor of my
client or in the name of his/ her/ their nominees
shall be deemed to be clear & marketable with-
out any defect, encumbrances, flaw & impediment.
Amit Chaudhary (Advocate)
Ch.No. 561, Saket Courts, N. Delhi (M) 9910147876
Email : amitlawyer2007@gmail.com

PUBLIC ICE

“It is to inform to the public at large that
Mrs. Usha Rani acquired Residential
Vacant Plot bearing No. 154, area
measuring 100 Sq. Yards i.e. 83.61
Sq. Meters, out of Khasra No. 240/19,
Situated at Pushpanjli Colony at Village
Dharoti Khurd, Pargana & Tehsil Loni,
District Ghaziabad vide Sale Deed dated
03.09.2021 executed by Mr. Sant Ram in
respect of said property, duly registered
as Doc. No. 9818, Now Mrs. Usha Rani
is the undisputed owners of above said
properties. Any person / firm / institution
/ company having any claim or right in
respect of the said Property by way of|
inheritance, share, sale, agreement,
lease, license, gift, possession, legal
heirs, partners or encumbrance
howsoever or otherwise is hereby
required to intimate in writing to the
undersigned within 07 days from the date
of publication of this notice of his/her/their|
share or claim, if any, with all supporting
documents at below mentioned address.
After expiration of notice period, the
claims, if any, of such person shall be
treated null and void and also treated as
waived and not binding on our client.
Ajay Kumar Giri, Advocate
“H.No. 26/161, Basement, Vikram Vihar,
Lajpat Nagar 4, New Delhi 110024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Itis to notify general public that there is
Court Litigations pending in the
Hon'ble High Court of Delhi qua land
measuring 3400 sq. yards in Khasra
No. 348/2, Shahabad Mohammadpur,
New Delhi-110061, and the dispute to
the title of the said land property is
between Prem Bansal of Le Mod
Leather Pvt Ltd as well as Ms Anu
Bansal and our clients Sh. Raj Kumar
Gupta in favour of whom Hon'ble
District Court Dwarka has passed the
judgment against which the matter is
pending in the Hon'ble High Court of
Delhi, and vide order dated
29.05.2021 status quo is to be
maintained qua the said Khasra land,
therefore, any one dealing for sale or
purchase /leasing /renting of the said
Khasra land property will be doing the
same on its own peril and our clients
will not be responsible for the same.

Rajesh Khaware, Advocate

525, Lawyers Chambers
Patiala House Courts New Delhi-01
M: 9953064640

| MPORTAN |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damageincurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Martyr on 26th September

1A il

Dfr Indra Singh Swr DKK Reddy

rlfl:l

e s

Lt Col BJ Singh,
Shaurya Chakra (P)

Swr M Srinivas

Remembering the supreme sacrifice of the Immortals of Samba who fearlessly laid
down their lives battling terrorists in OP CARNATIC on 26th September 2013
Comdt & All Ranks, 16th Light Cavalry
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UJVN LTD.
H.O.: "UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.S. Road Dehradun-248006

Telephones: 0135-2763508, 2763808 & Fax: 0135-2763507
CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866 Website: www.uttarakhandjalvidyut.com

Ro.No.- 714 Corri gendum Dated- 25.09.2021
Due to clerical error, in tender No. 21/EE(M&G)/MPH/ 2021-22
invited by office of Executive Engineer(M&G), Mohammadpur Power
House on e-procurement portalfor 3D Mapping & Inspection of
Bypass gates, the last date of submission of tender on website shall
be read as 11-10-2021 upto 11:00 Hrs & date of opening of tender on
website shall be read as 11-10-2021 from 15:00 Hrs.Other terms
and conditions are remains unchanged.

For further details, may be seen at e-procurement portal

http://uktenders.gov.in Executive Engineer(M&G)

"Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

UJVN LTD.
H.O.: 'UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, G.M.S. Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephones : 0135-2763808 & Fax : 0135- 2763507
CIN No.:U40101UR20015GC025866, Website.: www.ujvnl.com

Letter No. 708 ghort term "E" Procurement notice Dated 24.09.2021
Office of the Executive Engineer, (M&G) Mohammadpur Power
House, GurukulNarsan -Hardwar invites sealed tenders from
experienced firms for following works/supply for Mohammadpur
Power House:-

Tender No -21/EE(M&G)/MPH/2021-22

Name of work - 3D Mapping & Inspection of Bypass gates.

Estimated Cost- Rs 6,70,000.00 (GST Extra).

Date of availability of Tender document on website - 25-09-2021
(11:00 Hrs)

Last date of submission of tender on website - 10-10-2021 up to
(17: 00 Hrs)

For all details, bidders are advised to see "E" Procurement Portal
uktenders.gov.in Executive Engineer (M&G)

“Avoid Wasteful use of Electricity”
BRIl R
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SOUTH DELHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

OFFICE OF THE ADDL. D.H.A (Hosp. Administration)
Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Civic Centre, E-I Block (18th Floor)
Jawaharlal Nehru Marg, New Delhi-110002

Tel: 23226824, 23226859

No. Addl. DHA /M& TB/SDMC/2021/787

Tender Notice

On line Tenders under two bids system (Techno-commercial & Financial)
are invited for Fixing Rate, Contract and Agency for Drugs etc. for
Institutions under Health Department of SDMC for the year 2021-24,
under 04 Groups- A, B, C,D, Approx liability of the Tender is Rs. 17.00
Crore each year. Cost of Tender is Rs. 2000/-, for each Group.; EMD for
each group is as detailed in Tender document; Tender will become live
on 27/09/2021 at 10.00 AM; Tender Closes on 18/10/2021 at 03.00 PM;
Samples can be submitted with CMS till 12.00 noon of 18/10/2021; Manual
bids will be accepted till 03.00 PM of 18/10/2021 in the O.0. Addl. DHA
(Med); Other details of terms and condition of Tender are available on the
Website: www.medonline.nic.in While Tenders can be downloaded from
e-tendering site of SDMC: https://etenders.gov.in Sd/-
R.O. No. 51/DPI/S/2021-22 Addl.DHA (M&TB), SDMC

@ CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS &

Dated: 24/09/2021
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After exit of key young
leaders, Congress looks
at Mevani, Kanhaiya

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

INDEPENDENT GUJARAT MLA
Jignesh Mevani announced
Saturday that he will join the
Congress on September 28 along
with former JNU student leader
Kanhaiya Kumar — a move that
has beenin the making, and was
confirmed by party leaders in
Delhi.

They will join in the Capital,
in the presence of Rahul Gandhi
and Gujarat Congress working
president Hardik Patel. The date
has a symbolic value as it is
Bhagat Singh'’s birth anniversary.

ADalit leader, Mevani,41, first
emerged along with Hardik and
Alpesh Thakore as the youth face
challenging the BJP dominance in
Gujarat during the 2017
Assembly elections. Kanhaiya, 34,
is the firebrand former JNU stu-
dent union president who caught

Jignesh Mevani, Kanhaiya
Kumar to join Cong Sept 28

national attention with speeches
against the Modi government,
and then went on to unsuccess-
fully try his hand at electoral pol-
itics as a CPI candidate.
However, since then, much
water has flowed under the
bridge for both leaders —even as
the Congress is in rockier waters
than before. So, what do the two
bring to the party table? The
opinionin the grand old party, as
usual, is divided. Some leaders
dismayingly see init the Gandhi
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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QUESTIONS BEING RAISED ABOUT UN: MODI TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY

PM: Democracy to diversity, terror fight to
vaccine — when India grows, so does world

Targets Pak over Kabul; ‘science-based’ vs ‘regressive’ thinking

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

ARTICULATING A broad vision of
India’s role on the world stage and
raising questions on the effective-
ness and reliability of the United
Nations, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday described India
as the “mother of democracy”,
and said “democracy candeliver”
and “has delivered”.

In his 21-minute speech at
the United Nations General
Assembly — this was his fourth
speech from the podium since
2014 — the Prime Minister took
on China’s expansionism in the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

PM Narendra Modi with Japanese PM Yoshihide Suga, US
President Joe Biden, Australian PM Scott Morrison before the
Quad meet at the White House on Friday. Pt MORE REPORTS, P 7

Quad message to China:
‘Undaunted by coercion’

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

IN A clear signal to Beijing and its
growing belligerence in the
Indo-Pacific region, leaders of
the Quad grouping said Saturday
that they “recommit to promot-
ing the free, open, rules-based
order, rooted ininternational law
and undaunted by coercion, to
bolster security and prosperity
in the Indo-Pacific and beyond”.
The reference to “undaunted
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Options
@ forregion

EXPLAINED

THE QUAD initiatives are to
counter China’s assertion,
especially in the Indo-
Pacific region. To provide
an alternative to Beijing’s
Belt and Road Initiative,
the Quad has decided on
an infrastructure coordina-
tion group.

Bishan Singh Bedi’s 75th birthday is gift
for family, friends: ‘We got him back’

NIHAL KOSHIE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

ON FRIDAY, a day before his 75th
birthday, at the launch of a book
on him (The Sardar of Spin), sits
Indian cricket legend Bishan
Singh Bedi, in a wheelchair,
ringed by doting fans and former
team-mates.

Watching him, mindful that
he doesn’t let his mask slip, is
wife Anju, as she recalls that
grim day this February when she
had to take the most important

Bishan Singh Bedi with his
family in New Delhi on
Friday. Anil Sharma

decision of her life — and per-
haps his, too.

Three days after his heart
surgery, Bedi had a stroke be-
cause of a brain clot. A risky sur-
gery was needed and she was
asked for her consent.

“Bishan was lying in the
Operation Theatre. Something
which he always says sort of en-
veloped me. He would tell the
boys, The game is never over un-
til the last ball is bowled’. That’s
when I instantly made the deci-
sion and I said, ‘Go ahead with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Headmistress has
KAMLA BHASIN, been suspended;
ACTIVIST, POET AND cooks removed
AUTHOR, DIES AT 75
MONEY TAKEN TO ASAD REHMAN
INSTIGATE PEOPLE: LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 25
SARMA ON ASSAM
EVICTION PROTESTS SIXTY OF the 80 children at
Daudapur Government Primary
REFORM LAWS TO School in Mainpuri district of
MATCH PRACTICAL Uttar Pradesh belong to

REALITIES: CJlP7,8

Scheduled Castes. But it was only
when a complaint was made re-

cently that officials discovered
that the utensils that these chil-
dren used for their mid-day
meals were kept apart on the
premises, and washed by the
children themselves.

After officials visited the
school in Bewar block,
Headmistress Garim Rajput was
suspended on Friday. The two
cooks were relieved of their du-
ties after they said they “could
not touch” utensils used by the
SCstudents.

Mainpuri Basic Shiksha
Adhikari (BSA) Kamal Singh said

In Mainpuri school, first lesson for
SC students: Keep your plates apart

the complaint of caste discrimi-
nation at the school, made by the
husband of the newly elected
sarpanch Manju Devi, had been
found to be true.

“We received a complaint re-
garding this on Wednesday and
ateam was sent to the school to
carry out aninspection,” he said.
“The utensils used by the
Scheduled Caste children and
other children were kept sepa-
rately. The Block Development
Officer and other officials visited
the school. During the visit, the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Country roads,

take me home

The pandemic has prompted
many to leave cities and find
peace in smaller places, or to
return to their family homes
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Echoes in a

walled city

New policy on
cooperatives
soon... no fight
with states Shah

Amit Shah at the conference
on Saturday. Prem Nath Pandey

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

UNVEILING THE roadmap of the
new Ministry of Cooperation,
Union Minister for Home Affairs
and Cooperation Amit Shah on
Saturday announced that the
government will bring a new co-
operative policy during 2021-22.
To allay apprehensions, he
said the ministry has been cre-
ated “not to fight with anyone
but to cooperate with all States”
and “we will take everyone
along” to “take the movement
forward”.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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SOUTHAFRICANRIOTS AND ATOWN THAT TOOK TOVIGILANTISM

In July, former president Jacob Zuma'’s arrest for failing to appear at a corruption inquiry triggered days of
riots, destruction of public and private property and looting in many parts of the country
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Into the bizarre world
of NFTs, and what it
means for sports fans

What are NFTs? What does it mean to own
one? And are there any downsides toit? In
this episode, hosts Gaurav Bhatt and Mihir
Vasada, and producer Shashank Bhargava
talk about the bizarre world of NFTs, and
what it means for sports fans and artists
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Quad message

by coercion” is the most direct
articulation against China from
the leaders of four “like-minded
democracies” who met for the
first-ever in-person Quad sum-
mit at the White House.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, US President Joe Biden,
Australian PM Scott Morrison
and Japan’s outgoing PM
Yoshihide Suga met for about
two hours and pledged to en-
sure a “free and open” Indo-
Pacific which is also “inclusive
and resilient” at a time when
China’s assertiveness is growing

in the region.
And for the first time, the
Quad leaders discussed

Afghanistan and agreed to
deepen their cooperation in
South Asia — an important de-
velopment since Beijing has
been expanding its strategic
footprint in India’s neighbour-
hood.

Their joint statement said:
“In South Asia, we will closely
coordinate our diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and human-rights poli-
cies towards Afghanistan and
will deepen our counter-terror-
ism and humanitarian cooper-
ationin the months ahead inac-
cordance with UNSCR 2593.”

“We denounce the use of
terrorist proxies and empha-
sised the importance of deny-
ing any logistical, financial or
military support to terrorist
groups which could be used to
launch or plan terror attacks, in-
cluding cross-border attacks,”
they said, in a thinly-veiled ref-
erence to Pakistan.

“We stand together in sup-
port of Afghan nationals, and
call on the Taliban to provide
safe passage to any person
wishing to leave Afghanistan,
and to ensure that the human
rights of all Afghans, including
women, children, and minori-
ties are respected,” the joint
statement said.

The Quad leaders also
signed on a new statement
called the “Quad Principles on
Technology Design,
Development, Governance, and
Use” — one of the important
principles stated: “Technology
should not be misused or
abused for malicious activities
such as authoritarian surveil-
lance and oppression, for terror-
ist purposes, or to disseminate
disinformation.”

This is aimed at countries
like China, but assumes signifi-
cance given the debate in India
over the alleged use of the
Pegasus spyware for surveil-
lance.

Building on the virtual sum-
mitin March this year, the Quad
leaders agreed to cooperateina
range of fields — vaccines, infra-
structure, semiconductor sup-
ply chain, cyber security, satel-
lite data, and develop expertise
in STEM. And, in each of these
fields, Beijing has been per-
ceived to be aggressively push-
ing its agenda, and the Quad,
with its soft power, is seeking to
provide alternatives to the
world.

B The Quad Infrastructure
Coordination Group: “A senior
Quad infrastructure coordina-
tion group will meet regularly
to share assessments of regional
infrastructure needs and coor-
dinate respective approaches to
deliver transparent, high-stan-
dards infrastructure. The group
will also coordinate technical
assistance and capacity-build-

CORRECTION
ON 25.09.21, PAGE9

In ‘The Punjab CM'’s seat: Sikh
history, current politics’, Mata
Gujri should have been de-
scribed as the mother of Guru
Gobind Singh, and not as pub-
lished.

The error is regretted.

ing efforts, including with re-
gional partners, to ensure efforts
are mutually reinforcing and
complementary in meeting the
significant infrastructure de-
mand in the Indo-Pacific.

This is a direct alternative to
China’s Belt and Road Initiative.
M Vaccines: As Quad countries,
“we have pledged to donate
more than 1.2 billion vaccine
doses globally, in addition to the
doses we have financed through
Covax. To date we have collec-
tively delivered nearly 79 mil-
lion safe and effective vaccine
doses to the Indo-Pacific region.
Our Vaccine Partnership re-
mains on track to expand man-
ufacturing at Biological E Ltd
this fall, so that it can produce at
least 1 billion doses of Covid-19
vaccines by the end of 2022.”

One of the key takeaways of
the first Quad leaders’ summit
in March was the formation of
the Quad Vaccine Initiative, a
vaccine supply chain to manu-
facture Covid-19 vaccines for
India, the US, Japan and
Australia. The Biological E
Limited was chosen for produc-
ing a billion doses of Covid-19
vaccines.

B Semiconductor Supply Chain
Initiative: “Quad partners will
launch a joint initiative to map
capacity, identify vulnerabili-
ties, and bolster supply-chain
security for semiconductors and
their vital components. This ini-
tiative will help ensure Quad
partners support a diverse and
competitive market that pro-
duces the secure critical tech-
nologies essential for digital
economies globally.”

B Quad Senior Cyber Group:
“Leader-level experts will meet
regularly to advance work be-
tween government and indus-
try on driving continuous im-
provements in areas including
adoption and implementation
of shared cyber standards; de-
velopment of secure software;
building workforce and talent;
and promoting the scalability
and cybersecurity of secure and
trustworthy digital infrastruc-
ture.”

M Satellite data sharing: “Our
four countries will start discus-
sions to exchange Earth obser-
vation satellite data and analysis
on climate-change risks and the
sustainable use of oceans and
marine resources. Sharing this
data will help Quad countries to
better adapt to climate change
and to build capacity in other
Indo-Pacific states that are at
grave climate risk, in coordina-
tion with the Quad Climate
Working group.”

M The Quad Fellowship: “The
Fellowship will sponsor 100 stu-
dents per year -- 25 from each
Quad country -- to pursue mas-
ters and doctoral degrees at
leading STEM graduate univer-
sities in the United States. It will
serve as one of the world’s lead-
ing graduate fellowships; but
uniquely, the Quad Fellowship
will focus on STEM and bring to-
gether the top minds of
Australia, India, Japan, and the
United States.”

The leaders agreed that they
and their Foreign Ministers will
meet annually and senior offi-
cials will meet regularly.

Addressing the summit,
Biden said this is a grouping of
“democratic partners who
share a worldview and have a
common vision for the future”
and “coming together to take on
key challenges of our age, from
Covid to climate to emerging
technologies”.

He said: “Our vaccine initia-
tiveis on track to produce an ad-
ditional 1 billion doses of vac-
cine in India to boost global
supply.”

Modi said Quad has decided
to “move forward with positive
thinking and a positive ap-
proach”, and “play the role of a
force for global good”.

Bedi’s birthday

the surgery’. Everybody thought

Indo-Pacific and its capacity to
undermine international insti-
tutions. He cited the example of
the manipulation of World
Bank’s ease of doing business
rankings.

Underlining that the world
is facing an “increased threat of
regressive thinking and extrem-
ism”, Modi told the global com-
munity that it needs to ensure
thatno country takes advantage
of “the delicate situation” in
Afghanistan.

Following his discussions
with leaders of the Quad and US
PresidentJoe Biden, he drew at-
tention to Islamabad’s “regres-
sive thinking” and its use of “ter-
rorism as a political tool”.

Modi called upon the inter-
national fraternity at the UN not
to abandon Afghanistan.

Fresh from the Quad sum-
mit which dealt with the con-
cept of a free and open Indo-
Pacific, he said: “We must only
use ocean resources and not
abuse them. Further, our oceans
are also the lifeline of interna-
tional trade. We must protect
them from the race for expan-
sionand exclusion. The interna-
tional community must speak
in one voice to strengthen a
rule-based world order. The
broad consensusreached in the
Security Council during India's
presidency shows the way for-
ward for maritime security.”

He used Beijing’s bullying in
global governance to argue in
favour of reform of interna-
tional institutions. “If the United

Nations wants to remain rele-
vant, it will need to improve its
effectiveness, and enhance its
reliability. Today, all kinds of
questions are being raised
about the UN, related to the cli-
mate crisis, during Covid. The
proxy war going on in many
parts of the world, the recent
Afghan crisis have further high-
lighted the seriousness of these
questions. With regard to the
origin of Covid, or regarding the
ease of doing business rankings,
institutions of global gover-
nance have damaged the cred-
ibility they had built,” he said in
asharply-worded but carefully-
crafted critique of the UN sys-
tem.

In contrast to China, the
Prime Minister invoked India’s
“great tradition of democracy”,
and said, “Our diversity is the
identity of our strong democ-
racy. It is a country that has
dozens of languages, hundreds
of dialects, different lifestyles
and cuisines. This is the best
example of a vibrant democ-
racy. The strength of our
democracy is demonstrated by
the fact that a little boy who at
one time used to help his father
at his tea stall at the railway
station is today addressing the
UN General Assembly for the
fourth time.”

His statement came a day
after President Biden, during
their meeting at the White
House, said the Indo-US part-
nership is about a “shared re-
sponsibility to uphold demo-

PM: Democracy to inclusivity, terror fight to
vaccine — when India grows, so does world

cratic values” and their “joint
commitment to diversity”.

Recalling that he will soon
have spent 20 years serving the
country — first, as the longest
serving Chief Minister of
Gujarat and then, as PM for the
last seven years, he said, “Yes,
democracy can deliver. Yes,
democracy has delivered.”

Invoking Deen Dayal
Upadhyay - it was his birth an-
niversary Saturday -- Modi spelt
out his governance vision
where no one is left behind.

“Our priority is that devel-
opment should be all inclusive,
all pervasive, universal,and one
that nurtures all,” he said as he
counted the beneficiaries in the
government’s flagship schemes
of Jan Dhan, Ayushman Bharat.

And he linked India’s
progress to the global develop-
ment trajectory when he said:
“Every sixth person in the
world is Indian. When Indians
make progress, it also gives an
impetus to the development of
the world. When India grows,
the world grows. When India
reforms, the world trans-
forms.”

Speaking on the develop-
ment of the world’s first DNA
vaccine, an mRNA vaccine and
work underway on a nasal vac-
cine, he also reaffirmed India’s
decision to export vaccines once
again after a hiatus. He called
vaccine manufacturers to make
vaccines in India.

He also stressed on the im-
portance of technology in the

lives of people today, “with
democratic values”.

As he spoke of India’s record
on climate action, he also cri-
tiqued the developed countries,
“Iam sure that you all also feel
proud of the efforts made by
India, with regard to climate
change compared to those of
big, and developed nations.”

On the occasion of the 75th
year of its Independence, he
said India is going to launch 75
satellites made by Indian stu-
dents in schools and colleges.

On the threat of extremism
and the issue of Afghanistan,
he said: “Today, the world is
facing an increased threat of
regressive thinking and ex-
tremism. In such a situation,
the entire world must make
science-based rational and
progressive thinking the basis
for dev elopment.” He outlined
India’s approach in its school
curriculum through ‘Atal
Tinkering labs’.

On the other hand, he said,
“countries with regressive
thinking using terrorismasa po-
litical tool... these must under-
stand that terrorism is an
equally big threat for themalso”.

He concluded his address by
quoting Nobel laureate
Rabindranath Tagore who
called for “boldly proceeding on
your path of good deeds. May
you overcome all weaknesses
and doubts”. This message, he
said, is as relevant to every re-
sponsible nation, as it is to the
United Nations.

it was the end of the road but I
said to myself, ‘Surely your
game is not over’,” says Anju
with a smile whose warmth
touches everyone present.

Seven months after that sur-
gery, Bedi, slightly frail, cuts a
cake shaped like a cricket ball,
his son Angad and daughter
Neha stand on either side; Anju,
behind him, leans over to plant
a kiss on his cheek. Each one is
aware that this picture-perfect
frame is a very special gift they
have got.

For, nothing was sure when
he was discharged from hospi-
tal.

Bedi, at times, couldn't
recognise those around him, he
had to virtually learn to walk
again. To complicate things, he
tested positive for Covid-19.
Given this, for many on Friday,
watching Bedi laugh at old an-
ecdotes or even acknowledge
the presence of friends - jour-
nalist Gulu Ezekiel read a trib-
ute -- was nothing short of a
miracle.

Anjuunderlines that. “Being
bed-ridden for almost three
months and not being able to
speak or say a word and now
coming back to life has been a
miracle not only for me but for
everybody at Ganga Ram
Hospital, including the doctors.
Bishan fought very bravely, the
doctors stood by him.”

Says Bedi's daughter Neha, a
lifestyle columnist and vlogger:
“He has been through a lot this
entire year...We are very fortu-
nate...Basically, we got him
back.”

Son Angad, an actor, talks
about how the family’s now
closer. "These were tough times
and tough people survive and
he is that man. We as a family
supported each other. Now he
isin a good space. Prayers have
been answered. He has a lot
more to offer to Indian cricket,
he is not done yet,” Angad says.

The support of Bedi's crick-
eting family, spread around the
world, was strong, too. Anju says
thatamong regular visitors was
Kapil Dev who made his debut
under Bedi's captaincy. Players

of Kapil's generation looked up
to their skipper who stood for
them and who spoke his mind.
Kapil would be in tears watch-
ing his captain struggle to coor-
dinate his movements.

“When Kapil visited, he
cried like a baby and I felt very
bad. Madan Lal, Kirti Azad,
Maninder Singh, and Gursharan
Singh visited and were my pil-
lars of strength. Also, people
love him across the border.
From Pakistan players like
Intikhab Alam, Mushtaq
Mohammad, Zaheer Abbas,
Majid Khan and Sarfaraz
Khan...all have been on the
phone,” Anju says.

Azad, the former all-
rounder, who visits his boyhood
hero almost every week, says
Bedi's health is on the mend.
"He has improved from what I
initially saw. I am sure in a cou-
ple of months he will be the old
Bishan Singh Bedi. He taught us
how to be patient and get to a
100 once you score a 50. He will
do the same,” Azad said. “Now
he recognises me and remem-
bers things, so that is a good
sign.”

A fortnight ago, when Azad
met Bedi, they played cricket.
Bedi sat in a chair on the lawn
and bowled while Azad batted
afew metres away.

“It was a child-like game. He
would sit and bowl and there
were stumps and [ would bat,”
Azad says.

Co-op policy

Addressing the National
Cooperative Conference, Shah
said: “We have decided that
within a short time, a new co-
operative policy will be re-
leased. First, Atalji had brought
itin 2002, now Modiji will bring
itin 2021-22. This is the 75th
year of India’s independence.
Therefore, as part of the Amrut
Mahotsav, we will begin draft-
ing the new cooperative policy.”

The existing National Policy
on Cooperatives was brought in
March 2002 by the then NDA
government.

The National Cooperative
Conference, the largest event

since the formation of the
Ministry of Cooperation in July
this year, has been organised by
cooperative organisations in-
cluding IFFCO, National
Cooperative Federation of India,
Amul, Sahakar Bharati, NAFED
and KRIBHCO.

Sharing plans of the min-
istry, Shah announced that the
Centre will soon amend the
Multi-State ~ Co-operative
Societies Act, 2002, to facilitate
the functioning of multi-state
cooperative societies.

Observing that 65,000
Primary Agricultural
Cooperative Societies (PACS) are
not sufficient to cater to the
needs of 6 lakh villages, he said:
“We will set a target to establish
aPACSinevery second village in
the coming five years. To in-
crease the number of PACS from
65,000 to 3 lakh, the Ministry of
Cooperation will prepare a
proper legal framework that
will be advisory in nature. We
will send it to the state govern-
ments. States can make changes
in their laws.”

“The biggest problem is that
if a PACS becomes bankrupt,
you cannot form a new PACS
until you complete the wind-
ing-up process of the old. A le-
gal framework is required for
this, so that the winding-up
process and formation of the
new PACS can go side by side,”
he said.

The Centre, he said, will en-
sure that computerisation of all
PACS is completed in a short
time. He said a software is being
developed to integrate PACS,
DCBs (District Cooperative
Banks) and NABARD.

Underlining the need for
skill development in the coop-
erative sector, Shah said the
ministry is preparing an action
plan forit.

He said there is a need to
strengthen and expand the role
of PACS so that even the most
marginalised person gets credit.

Citing an example, he said if
a person needs Rs 1,000 for
Diwali, he or she should get that
loan amount.

“We need these types of so-

cieties on the ground. A bank
cannot do this. Bank kagaz man-
genge. Are bhai, iske paas kagaz
hota toh hazaar rupiya lene ko
kahe ko aata. Kagaz nahin hai
(Bank will want documents. If
the person has documents, then
why will he come for a loan of
Rs 1000. He doesn’t have docu-
ments),” Shah said.

He said his ministry will
work with other ministries to
ensure that cooperatives also
play an important role in prior-
ity sector lending across all sec-
tors. The ministry, he said, is
working on a legal framework
under which self-help groups
(SHGs) can also form their own
societies like Amul.

Sahakaarita Common
Service Centres are being
planned and the ministry is
moving forward in the direction
of creating a national database.

“We have received requests
from four places to establish the
National Cooperative
University... There is a need to
establish a National Cooperative
University,” he said.

He also sought to dispel ap-
prehensions regarding the
Ministry of Cooperation.

“Many people say this is a
State subject.]don’t want to get
into the Centre-State fight, a le-
gal answer can be given easily.”

“But I only want to say that
the Ministry of Cooperation,
formed under the leadership of
Modiji, is not there to fight with
anyone but to cooperate with all
States. Therefore, there is no
need to think whether it is a
State subject or a Central sub-
ject. We can help everyone; we
will also help the States; we will
take everyone along, and will
take the movement forward,”
he said.

Asking cooperative organi-
sations to ensure training, skill
development and transparency
in recruitment and elections,
Shah said they cannot progress
without this He also asked co-
operative organisations to intro-
spect on the internal changes
required.

“lam aware of the problems
of urban cooperative banks,

New Delhi

problems of taxation and dis-
criminatory behaviour of gov-
ernment officials. [ am aware of
all these things. Iwant to assure
you that no one will be able to
doinjustice with this sector,” he
said.

Mevani, Kanhaiya
siblings' proclivity to lurch to-
wards the Left.

In a brief statement,
Mevani, who had won from the
reserved Vadgam Assembly
seat in north Gujarat in 2017,
with the backing of the
Congress, said: "On September
28, I will be joining the Indian
National Congress along with
Kanhaiya Kumar. [ have noth-
ing more to say till then.”

Welcoming “all revolution-
ary leaders willing to work for
the country and strengthen the
Congress” Saturday, Hardik
said they should do so “with-
out worrying about their per-
sonal ambitions and chal-
lenges”. Calling Mevani “an old
friend” while speaking to PTI,
he said Mevani’s entry would
strengthen the Congress in the
state and at the national level.

Hardik’s reference to “per-
sonal ambitions” is interesting
given his own frustration
within the Congress, which he
joined in 2019 after leading a
successful Patidar agitation
against the BJP.In an interview
to The Indian Express, he had
said the state leadership did
not give him any work and was
trying to "pull me down".

During the debate for the
JNU student union president’s
postin 2015, Kanhaiya, the can-
didate of the CPI student wing
AISF, had shown his oratorical
skills with paraphrasing of a
couplet to famously attack both
the BJP and Congress: “Barbaad
Hindustan karne ko ek hi
Congress kafi tha... Har rajya
main BJP baitha hai, barbaad e
gulistan kya hoga.”

Apart from the fact that
both Kumar and Mevani are
fiery speakers, the Congress
also has state-specific calcula-
tions.

While Mevani was in talks
with the Congress much before
the BJP changed its entire min-
istry in Gujarat, the revamp has
made his choice even more sig-
nificant for the party given the
new caste dynamics. The BJP’s
new chief minister is a Patel,
while AAP too is focusing on
the community inits foray into
the state that goes to polls next
year. The Congress strategy
seems to be to woo the OBCs
and Dalits. Mevani had
emerged as the face of the Dalit
protests in Gujarat in the wake
of the Una flogging incident.

Hardik, who has been try-
ing for the Congress to make
him the state chief, is said to
have worked behind the scenes
for Mevani’s induction.

Many Congress leaders in
Gujarat see the move as timely,
given the long stasis in the state
unit. The party has not been
able to appoint an AICC in-
charge for Gujarat since Rajiv
Satav’s death in May. Party
leaders have been pushing for a
clear signal to the OBC and
Dalit community.

Mevani'’s induction, along
with the elevation of
Scheduled Caste leader
Charanjit Singh Channi as Chief
Minister of Punjab (also seen as
apick of the younger Gandhis),
is expected to give the
Congress talking points in its
quest to reach out to the com-
munity.

In Bihar too, the Congress
has been stuck in a limbo, with
AICC in-charge Bhakta Charan
Das giving multiple proposals
to the high command for reor-
ganisation of the Bihar unit
without a decision. Sources
said the party had delayed the
appointment of a new state
president in view of Kanhaiya’s
induction.

The Congress has been in

political wilderness in Bihar for
the last three decades, even
seen as dragging down ally RJD
in the Assembly elections last
year. It had won only 19 of the
70 seats it contested.

Mevani and Kanhaiya fit in
with the former Left leaders
who are part of Rahul and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s tight
circle now. For instance, a key
member in Priyanka’s team is
Sandeep Singh, a former AISA
leader from JNU. AISA is the
student’s wing of the CPI(ML)
Liberation. Mohit Pandey, an-
other former ]NUSU president
from AISA, used to head the so-
cial media department of the
Uttar Pradesh Congress, which
Priyanka oversees as AICC gen-
eral secretary.

Apart from this, the
Congress hopes the entry of
Kanhaiya and Mevani will be
good optics given the fact that
several young leaders --
Jyotiraditya Scindia, Sushmita
Dev, Jitin Prasada, Priyanka
Chaturvedi and Laliteshpati
Tripathi - have left the party in
the last two years. The first bat-
tleground where the party may
use the two is Uttar Pradesh.

WITHENS, AHMEDABAD

Mainpuri school

cooks Somvati and Laxmi Devi
refused to touch the utensils of
the Scheduled Caste students,
and said they can’t work at the
school if they were forced to do
so. They also used caste slurs,”
Singh said, adding that action
against the cooks had been
taken by the School
Management Committee.

Sarpanch Manju Devi’s hus-
band Sahab Singh said some
parents had told him about the
discriminatory practice on
September 15. “On September
18, I went to the school for a
meeting. I saw the kitchen was
dirty and that only 10-15 plates
were kept there. I asked the
cooks where the other thaalis
were, and they said the ones in
the kitchen belonged to
Backward and General Category
students, while 50-60 thaalis
were kept separately. [ was also
told that students belonging to
Scheduled Castes were forced to
wash their own dishes and keep
them, as no one belonging to
other castes was willing to
touch them,” Sahab Singh said,
adding that after he com-
plained, local journalists and of-
ficials took up the matter.

Sahab Singh said while
around 35% of the population of
the village is Dalit, the Thakurs
make up a similar number, with
the rest belonging to Backward
Classes.

Mainpuri is Samajwadi Party
founder Mulayam Singh Yadav's
bastion. Shubham Singh, who
won a Mainpuri zila panchayat
seat backed by the SP, said he
had visited the village. “The BJP
makes big claims of Dalit uplift-
ment. They give token posts to
some leaders from the commu-
nity, but this is the reality of
UP... decades after Dr B R
Ambedkar faced such issues in
his school days.”

Since the action was taken
by officials, several videos have
been doing the rounds of social
media, of children of Daudapur
school using a handpump to
wash their thaalis, of children
talking of keeping their uten-
sils apart from those of the oth-
ers in their classrooms, and of
a Dalit parent saying he had
raised the issue. In the video,
the parent says, “Yahaan
bachche aate hain, yahaan bar-
tan dhulwaye jaate hain. Master
log dhulwaate hain. Maine khud
dekha hai. Master se kaha, un-
hone ansuni kar di. Bachchon ne
bhi bataya, ghar pe bhi bataya
(Children come here, they are
made to wash utensils. The
teachers make them do it. I
have seen it myself. I told the
teacher, but he ignored me. The
children talk about it, at home
too).”
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‘NOT JUST AMAN’S JOB ANYMORFE’

In afirst, six women IPS
officers are district DCPs

JIGNASASINHA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

INAfirst, six of the 15 districtsin
Delhi will have women as
Deputy Commissioners of
Police. While the capital had
three women DCPs so far, an or-
der released by the Home de-
partment in the Home Ministry,
with the L-G’s approval has con-
firmed three more postings.

“I'm glad everyone is being
given an equal opportunity.
Officers of all genders are tested
by the same exams and training.
There was no disparity then...
there should be none now. I hope
I live up to expectations,” officer
Benita Mary Jaiker, who will soon
run the South district as the DCP,
told The Indian Express.

Jaiker, a 2010 IPS batch offi-
cer, has been serving in the Delhi
Police for more than 10 years
now. She was posted as DCP at
the 7th Battalion before this.

Esha Pandey will take charge

(From left) Benita Mary Jaikar, Esha Pandey, Shweta Chauhan, Priyanka Kashyap, Urvija
Goel, Usha Rangnani

as DCP Southeast district, and
Shweta Chauhan will lead the
Central district. IPS officers Usha
Rangnani, Urvija Goel and
Priyanka Kashyap are posted as
DCPs in Northwest, West and
East districts respectively.
“Whenl joined Delhi Police as
a probationer 10 years ago, [ was
posted in the South district. Iwas
working during the December
2012, gangrape-murder case. I feel
Iam familiar with the districtand
work. There will be new chal-
lenges for a DCP, but I am ready,”

said Jaiker.

Chauhan, an IPS officer from
the 2010 batch, was in the Delhi
Police HQ and also looked at re-
cruitments. She has been trans-
ferred to the Central district. “It
does notlook like ‘itisaman’s job’
anymore. When I saw the order, [
felt the top leaders didn’t discrim-
inate against women officersand
gave postings based on meritand
experience. It will be wonderful
tosee women leading six impor-
tant districts. The public will ap-
preciate the decision,” she said.

Officer Esha Pandey was
posted at Police Control Room as
the DCP.

Urvija Goel, who is already
posted as DCPin the West district,
said the decision will encourage
many women officers in the fu-
ture: “It feels good that more
women officers are being given
important districts. Earlier, four
women officers were given im-
portant districts at one time. This
time, [ know my seniors will per-
form well and pave the way for
young women officers.”

EVEN CORONA CANNOT GET IN THE WAY,
TWO DROPS TO STOP POLIO THIS SUNDAY

~,

/

September2021
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Take your Child upto
Five year of age to the
nearest Polio Booth

for giving Polio drops

20 students from
Jamia coaching
centre clear UPSC

New Delhi: Twenty students
from Jamia Millia Islamia’s
Residential Coaching Academy
(RCA) cleared the civil services
examinations, the results of
which were announced Friday.
The Jamia PR office in a state-
ment said 15 students from the
RCA run by the Centre for
Coaching and Career Planning,
Jamia Millia Islamia, have been
selected for the civil services. Five
students of the RCA who were
provided coaching for Personality
Testhave alsobeen selected. ENS
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Sub: Kind Attention regarding CNG sites E-Auction (13" phase)

Intending Bidders are hereby informed that the E-Auction for CNG sites shall be
held on 14.10.2021 (Thursday) from 10 A.M. to 1 P.M. instead of 29.09.2021. The
last date for online submission of mandatory documents with EMD shall be
11.10.2021 (Monday upto 6.00 P.M.). There is no change in the E-Auction
programme of other properties of 13th phase. For further details of modification/
addendum of terms and conditions of CNG sites, kindly visit our website
www.dda.gov.in or www.ddaeauction.co.in (Neeraj Bharati)

Commissioner (LD-II)
"1 @official_dda
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Ei @ddaofficial

Please visit DDA's website at www.dda.gov.in or Dial Toll Free No. 1800-110332

Pulse Polio Immunization facts

# India has been declared Polio Free, Howswer, Polic Vaccination will
continue. tilf global eradication of polio iz achieved unlil danger of Polio
wirug importation from neighbouring countries persisis.

# Routine immunization s the key b sustaining polio free status of the counlry.

* Routine immunizetion 1o infants & young chidren is essential, It profects
children from 12 serious dissazes and 5 available free of cost at all gowl.
health facilities through out the vear,
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COONAVIRUS
IN THE CAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST 24 HOURS

162,344
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Total Vacant

TOTAL CASES HOSPITALBEDS 16,354 | 16,099
14,38,685 | icusens 3558 3494
Cases Recoveries | Deaths Tests §
Sept 24 24 66 0 69465 =
Sept 25 27 39 0 68,498 §
Total 379* 1413221 | 25085 |2,7346476

SHOOTOUT AT ROHINI COURT

Gogi killers partied before courtroom
shootout 2 held for helpmg assailants

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

ADAY after two armed men pos-
ing as lawyers killed gangster
Jitender Maan alias Gogi inside
Rohini district court before be-
ing gunned down by police per-
sonnel, the Special Cell has ar-
rested two men and recovered a
car used to drop the assailants to
court. One of the arrested men is
a close associate of Sunil
alias Tillu Tajpuriya, Gogi’s long-
time rival.

Investigation has also re-
vealed that the murder plot was
allegedly hatched by Tillu from
inside Mandoli jail.

Police said the arrested men
have been identified as Umang
(22)and Vinay Mota (19). “They
were nabbed by a team of the
New Delhi Range of Special Cell.
During investigation, we found
that one Naresh Kumar alias
Sonu, asharpshooter from Tillu’s
gang, roped in his friend Umang
to work for them,” a senior po-
lice officer said.

During questioning, Umang
told police that the courtroom
attackers — Rahul Tyagi and
Jagdeep Jagga — reached his
home in Northwest Delhi’s
Haiderpur on September 20.

“Vinay took them to a
nearby market where they
bought white shirts, black
trousers, shoes and black coats
to impersonate lawyers. They

—— BRIEFLY —

Officials to
visit homes of
Covid victims
to help with
relief scheme

New Delhi: Revenue min-
ister Kailash Gahlot has
directed district magis-
trates to utilise a pool of
100 officials to visit the
families of those who
died of Covid since last
March to inform their
family members of the
scheme which makes
themeligible to getaone-
time compensation of Rs
50,000, or an amount of
Rs 2,500 per month (if
they are eligible),and as-
sist them in filling out
applications. In Delhi,
25,085 people have died
of Covid officially so far.

Dengue
campaign:
Govtreaches
outtoRWAs

New Delhi: The Delhi gov-
ernment has reached out
toRWASs to participate in
this week’s ‘10 Hafte, 10
Baje, 10 Minute, Har
Sunday Dengue Par Vaar’
campaign being run by
the Delhi government
against dengue. CM
Arvind Kejriwal has
asked all RWAs to partic-
ipate in the campaign
and raise awareness. ENS

DELHI'S PRISONS ON HIGH ALERT

New Delhi: A day after jailed
gangster Jitender Maan
alias Gogi was shot dead
inside Rohini district court,
Director General (Delhi
Prisons) Sandeep Goel
issued an order Saturday to
maintain maximum alertin
all jails to prevent incidents
of fights or assaults among
gangs.

Speaking to The Indian
Express Goel said, “We are
staying alertin all jails and

will keep a greater vigil on
all gang members.” The
order lists 11 points that
need to be followed in jails,
including identifying
members of rival gangs and
taking proper precautions
while taking them to
courts, hospitals.

If members of rival
gangs are lodged in the
same jail, their cells will not
be opened at the same time,
added the order. ENS
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WORK IN PROGRESS

Construction underway on the new Parliament building, Saturday. Praveen Khanna

Security ramped up at
Rohini court on Saturday,
aday after the shooting.
Praveen Khanna

stayed in his house and had a
party on September 22. They
also gave Tyagi and Jagga two
pistols —.38 bore and .30 bore,”
the officer said.

“At 10,20 am Friday, Umang,
Vinay and another associate
reached Rohini court along with
the attackers in a Hyundai i10.
They dropped the duo and went
to park their car. They then
went inside to show Tyagi and
Jagga courtroom number 207,

where Gogi was supposed to
appear for the hearing, and left,”
an officer said.

Incidentally, just half an hour
earlier, Tillu's lieutenant Sunil
Maan had been produced in the
same courtroom in connection
with an attempt to murder
case in which Gogi too was an
accused.

“Around 1.15 pm, Gogi was
produced in the courtroom. The
two assailants, posing as
lawyers, were sitting close to
some police personnel. Within
seconds, they opened fire at Gogi
from close range. He received
five-six bullet injuries; they fired
eight-ten rounds,” said a police
officer who was present in the
courtroom at the time. The at-
tackers were shot dead by the
Counter Intelligence team ac-
companying Gogi.

“During investigation, we
found that Tyagi was carrying a
phone without a SIM card, which
was damaged after it was hitby a
bullet. We also found Rs 210 in his
pocket,” the officer said.

According to police, Gogi and
Tillu had been running extortion
rackets in Alipur and Sonipat for
years,and the constant strife be-
tween the two gangs often
ended in bloodshed.

Last December, police said,
Tyagi and four of his associates
had killed one Bharat Solanki
alias Yuvin, a close associate of
Gogi, in Rohini's Sector 24. Jagga,
too, was involved in a murder
case in Sonipat.

Board fee deadline nears, education
director writes to CBSE for waiver

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE DIRECTOR of Education in
Delhi has written to the CBSE re-
questing it to waive the exam fee
for the current academic year for
students of government-run
schools as a one-time measure.
The process of collecting
exam fees and finalising the lists
of candidates for the upcoming
class X and XII board examina-
tions is currently underway in
CBSE-affiliated schools across
the country. To be included in
the list, students have to pay the
fees. The process began on

September 17 and has to be
completed before September 30.

Following a steep hike in the
feein 2019, itisRs 1,200 for SC/ST
students of Delhi government
schools and Rs 1,500 for others.
That is the base fee for five sub-
jects. With the additional amount
for each subject’s practical and
additional or optional subject, the
fee comes to around Rs 2,500 for
many class XII students.

As reported by The Indian
Express, with the Delhi govern-
ment not covering the cost and
many parents unable to pay,
some teachers are reaching into
their pockets or resorting to
crowdfunding to help students.

“As you know the economic
impacts of Covid-19 have been
severe. The pandemic has created
an economic crisis, shuttering
businesses and cutting jobs
around the world... Onone hand,
many families have lost their
close ones and on the other, many
of them have become unem-
ployed due to the ongoing pan-
demic,” Director Udit Prakash Rai
wrote in his letter to the board.

Citing requests from parents
for a waiver, he requested that
the fees of students of schools
run by the Delhi government,
government-aided, Patrachar
Vidyalaya, New Delhi Municipal
Council, Delhi Cantonment

DECISION SUPPORT SYSTEM HAS BEEN DEVELOPED BY IITM

This year, new system to pinpoint sources of air pollutants in Delhi-NCR

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

ANEWLY developed Decision
Support System (DSS) that will
attempt to determine the source
of air pollutants in Delhi-NCR will
be a part of the existing air qual-
ity forecasting system this year.
An air quality early warning
system, developed by the Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology
(IITM), Pune, has been opera-
tional in Delhi-NCR since 2018.
Based on forecasts, the system
provides warnings on severe air
quality events. The DSS, which is

likely to be introduced for the first
time this year, is an extension of
the existing system, said Gaurav
Govardhan, scientist, ITMV.
“Inaddition to forecasting se-
vere air quality events, the DSS
can tell us which regions could
be responsible for the pollution
— how much of the pollution is
coming from Delhi and how
much from nearby districts,” said
Govardhan, who is part of the
team that developed the system.
[ITM began to develop DSSin
February-March this year, with
the Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) having
stated a requirement for it,

Govardhan said.

Apart from Delhi, data on
pollutants will be collected from
19 nearby districts including
Jhajjar, Sonipat, Gurgaon,
Faridabad, Ghaziabad, Panipat,
Rohtak, Gorakhpur, Rewari,
Meerut, Bulandshahr and Alwar.

The data on PM 2.5 levels is
collected from 43 stations of the
Central Pollution Control Board
and assimilated into the DSS and
the air quality warning system.
The forecast provided for the next
five days will be based on numer-
ical modeling, in addition to ob-
servational data from the stations.

The DSS also provides ‘real-

Board, and Department of Social
Welfare be waived. Except in
Delhi, most schools affiliated
with the CBSE are private schools.

“..Anumber of requests have
been received from parents, ex-
pressing their inability to pay the
fee due to loss of income in the
ongoing pandemic,” he wrote.

The board has already an-
nounced a fee exemption for stu-
dents who lost both their par-
ents or their lone surviving
parent to Covid.

Board officials did not re-
spond to queries from The Indian
Express on whether they are
considering the Delhi govern-
ment’s request.

The system will also provide emission contributions of
different sectors within Delhi. Archive

‘He promised
he would be
home soon’

AMILBHATNAGAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

UNDER A blue tent, people sat
huddled in slain gangster Jitender
Maanalias Gogi's house in Alipur.
The silence was occasionally in-
terrupted by news bulletins play-
ingon phones, describing Friday’s
shootout at Rohini court where
the gangster was killed.

In the main compound, Gogi’s
mother Parmeshwari sat waiting
for his remains to arrive. She said
the last time she met him was in
jail, during the first week of
September. He asked about her
health and promised he would re-
turn home soon. She alleged that
her son had been killed as part of
a “conspiracy”. She also claimed
thatacloseaide of her son had told
her last month that “Dilli wale
maarenge fitender ko (People from
Delhi will kill Jitender)".

Local police and CRPF were
deployed in heavy numbers at
the village as the post-mortem
began on Saturday morning in
Dr Ambedkar Hospital.

With the body yet to reach by
evening, the family became rest-
less. “However he was, whatever
he did, we just want the body. It
isour right,” said his mother.

Sixth sero
survey: 28k
samples will
be analysed,
says Jain

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE SIXTH sero-survey for
Covid-19, which started Friday,
will see 28,000 samples being
analysed to determine the
spread of disease in the capital,
Delhi Health Minister Satyendar
Jain said Saturday.

This is the first survey to be
done after Delhi was hit by a
fourth Covid wave in April and
May, and the sixth to be con-
ducted in the city.

As per the last such survey, it
was determined that 56.13 per
cent of the 28,000 people sur-
veyed had developed antibodies
against Covid.

“The survey will be carried
outin 280 wards of Delhi, includ-
ing New Delhi Municipal Council
and Cantonment Board wards.
100 samples from each ward will
be collected. The government
aims to collect 28,000 samples
randomly from people from all
280 wards of the city in the sur-
vey. Itis one of the biggest sero-
logical surveys and we are hop-
ing for a more accurate and
positive report after the survey
is over,” Jain said.

The government said in an
official statement that experts
expect a high sero-positivity
during this round, as it comes
after the wave in April and May;,
when the peak cases touched
almost 28,000 in a day.

time source apportionment’ in-
formation — it will provide emis-
sion contributions of different
sectors within Delhi. Eight sec-
tors have been factored into the
system to check their contribu-
tions to emissions — energy, res-
idential, transport, waste burn-
ing, construction, road dust,
industries (in Delhi and periph-
eral ones), and ‘others’.

“The data from DSS can then
help make policy-level interven-
tions. Different scenarios can be
attempted. That s, if you reduce
transport sector emissions, what
sort of improvements can be
made to reduce pollution. The

New Delhi

55 CCTVs, four
personnel to keep

track of conman
Sukesh at Tihar

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

FROM INSTALLING 55 CCTV
cameras around his ward in
Tihar Jail to deploying two per-
sonnel of the Tamil Nadu Special
Police (TNSP) and two jail war-
dens outside round the clock —
these are some of the special
arrangements made by the
prison administration to keep
tabs on conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar, who has been
accused of extorting Rs 200 crore
from former Fortis Healthcare
promoter Shivinder Singh’s wife
Aditi Singh while sitting in jail.

Aditi had filed a complaint al-
leging that she was cheated by a
man posing as a law secretary,
who promised to help with her
husband’s legal cases.

Sukesh, his lawyer B Mohan
Raj, actress Leena Paul, her man-
ager Joel Jose Matthews,
Kamlesh Kothari, who helped
Sukesh buy a bungalow in
Chennai, and Arun Muthu, who
helped him buy luxury cars, have
since been slapped with the
stringent Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act (MCOCA).

“Afew days ago, Sukesh was
sent to judicial custody at Tihar.
This time, the administration has
made proper arrangements to
keep tabs on him. His cell is next
to Congress leader Sajjan

Kumar’s. Around 50 CCTVs have
been installed in his ward and
five high-end CCTV cameras in
his cell,” a senior jail official said.

Posters have been put up
outside his cell stating that entry
is prohibited without permis-
sion of a senior official. “We have
made a double security layer
outside his cell and deployed
two personnel of TNSP and also
ahead warder along with a war-
den,” the official said.

The Tihar Jail administration,
during an internal probe into an
extortion racket being run from
Rohinijail, has found that Sukesh
was using mobile phones and
was helped by prison officials.

“He was being given certain
favours... While in jail, he used
his bedsheets as curtains for his
barracks to avoid being caught
on CCTV,” said a source.

Officials said two blankets
have been provided by the jail
administration, and “regular wa-
ter” is being given to him now.
“He had requested the jail super-
intendent to provide him witha
special diet — B class food (made
forjail officials and on special re-
quest), but his request has been
turned down,” an official said.

Anofficial said thatin 2018, a
head warder was suspended af-
ter the jail administration found
that Sukesh’s girlfriend Leena
had come to meet him on his
birthday and they organised a
party in his chamber.

4 die after inhaling
poisonous gas while
cleaning borewell

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, SEPTEMBER 25

FOUR MEN suffocated to death
after allegedly inhaling a poison-
ous gas while attempting to
clean a borewell in Nuh’s
Neemka village on Saturday.
Police said they have initiated in-
quest proceedings under CrPC
Section 174,adding that no com-
plaint had been received so far.

The victims have been iden-
tified as Jamshed (45), Shahid
(21), Zakir (17), Yahya (17) from
Neemka.

Ajay Veer Singh Bhadana,
SHO, Bicchod police station, said,
“Four people had climbed down
a10-feet borewell to openavalve
and to clean it. The borewell is
built on land belonging to the
family of one of the deceased
[Shahid]. It had about 4 feet wa-
ter.Itis suspected they inhaled a
poisonous gas, which had built
up inside. One person entered
the borewell and then others fol-
lowed one by one to rescue them.
The exact cause of death will be
known once the post-mortem
report is out. No complaint has
been received so far.”

Police said Jamshed, who
worked as a labourer, was hired
by Shahid’s father, Hanif, to clean
aborewell on their land to make
water available for the upcom-
ing sowing (Rabi) season.

According to police and vil-
lagers, the incident took place
around 11.30 am. Jamshed was
reportedly the first to enter the
13-feet deep borewell, which
had about 4-5 feet water.

objective is to help policy mak-
ers decide what choice to make,”
Govardhan said.

Thisis the first time that source
apportionment will be factored
into the system to pinpoint the
sources responsible for pollutants.

“The codes in the modeling
system help segregate the pollu-
tants as per contributions from
various sectors and different dis-
tricts. A ‘tracer’ approach, which
is used in numerical modeling of
atmospheric pollutants, is used
inthis case. A total of 470 ‘tracers’
are incorporated in the model,
enabling source apportionment
of PM 2.5,” Govardhan said.

Arshad, brother-in-law of the
village sarpanch, said Jamshed
was fixing a valve and cleaning
the borewell when he felt alittle
breathless and requested for
help. Shahid then climbed down
and they tried to fix a pipe. In a
few minutes, both complained
of dizziness and shouted for
help. Hanif, who was nearby,
rushed to call villagers. “We sus-
pect that some gas had built up
inside the borewell, due to which
both fell unconscious,” he said.

Police said Yahya and Zakir,
who were cousins and lived
nearby, rushed to the borewell
and climbed in to rescue them
but also fell unconscious.

Shahid’s cousin Sakir said,
“One person wrapped a cloth
around his face and tried to res-
cue them, but he returned as he
was scared of the gas. After half
an hour, their bodies were re-
trieved using arope and an agri-
cultural tool. All four were
rushed to PHC Punhana, where
doctors declared them dead on
arrival. Another villager who had
felt breathless while helping
them out was provided treat-
ment and is stable.”

“Itisan unfortunate incident.
We have not filed any complaint
against anyone,” he added.

Police said the bodies were
taken to Mandikhera govern-
ment hospital for post-mortem.

Arshad said that since the
ground water level was low in
the village, borewells were dug
to pump water and these are
usually cleaned before the sow-
ing season. “It has been covered
now,” he added.

The website, once officially
launched, will be accessible to
the public. “In addition to the
source contributions and control
strategies, it will be possible to
create scenarios on the website
— reducing pollution from cer-
tain sectors by a certain percent-
age to see what effect it will have
on air quality,” Govardhan said.

The IITM team, headed by
scientist Sachin Ghude, will run
the model and publish results
on the website. “Final approval
is awaited from CAQM and the
Ministry of Earth Sciences be-
fore we can go public with the
website,” Govardhan added.
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FIRST BILATERAL MEET

PM, Biden talk Pak role in Afghanistan

India on Imran remarks: Pak is

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 25

IN HIS first meeting with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, US
President Joe Biden discussed
Pakistan’s role in Afghanistan as
one of the key challenges, and
there was a sense that it needs a
more “careful monitoring”,
Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla said on Saturday.

This is in sync with US Vice
President Kamala Harris and
Secretary of Antony Blinken's
comments on Pakistan.

While Harris had conveyed
her perceptioninabilateral meet-
ing with Modi, Blinken had con-
veyed it to the US Congress.

Biden also reaffirmed to
strengthen the defence relation-
ship and his unwavering commit-
ment to India as a major defence
partner, a process started during
the Obama administration when
he was Vice President, and con-
solidated during the last four years
of the Trump administration.

Modi raised several issues in-
volving the Indian community in
the US, including access for Indian
professionals there and H-1B
visas, Shringla said. They also laid
“strongemphasis” on developing
trade and economicrelations with
the US, Shringla said.

Biden welcomed Modi to the
White House on Friday, and the
meeting of the two leaders in the
Oval Office lasted for more than
90 minutes, instead of the sched-
uled 60 minutes.

Asked about Biden’s com-
mentson the “shared responsibil-
ity to uphold democratic values”
and their “joint commitment to
diversity”, Shringla said, “I would
see the President’s remarksin that
context that we are all countries
that have...the points you men-
tioned in terms of shared respon-
sibility is diversity, family ties, em-
phasis to family ties,emphasis on
non-violence, tolerance, respect
— those that we fully believe in.In
fact, India is ingrained in exactly
those areas.... SoIwould see it as
areaffirmation of our democracy.
A sense of the fact that India and
the United States represent two

PM Narendra Modi with US President Joe Biden in the Oval
Office of the White House in Washington. AP Photo/Evan Vucci

vibrant dynamic democracies on
the move.”

While Harris had also said ear-
lier thatitis incumbent on the two
nations to protect democraciesin
the best interests of people of
these countries, Biden’s message
on democracy was clear that the
administration was driving it's
point home.

In sync with Harris’s discus-
sions with Modi earlier, Shringla
said that during the bilateral dis-
cussions at the While House, there
was aclear concern expressed on
Pakistan's role in Afghanistanand
the continuing support foranap-
proach that did not seem to be
conducive to the international
community's expectations of
what the war-torn country should
be like.

During the meeting, both India
and the US agreed that the issue
of terrorism is very important.
Both sides denounced any use of
terrorist proxies and emphasised
theimportance of denying the lo-
gistical, financial or military sup-
port to terrorist groups, which
could be used to plan, or launch
terror attacks, the Foreign
Secretary said.

Noting that there was quite a
bit of discussion on Afghanistan,
Shringla said there was alot of im-
portance attached to the fact that
UN resolution 2593 was adopted
and India's presidency of the
Security Council. This isan impor-

World realising India’s
concerns on Pak: Rajnath

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

WITH THE Taliban taking control
of Afghanistan, the world is real-
ising India’s concerns surround-
ing radical groups backed by
Pakistan, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said Saturday. He
said the turmoil in the region has
been caused by active support to
non-state actors by “irresponsi-
ble” countries.

“There is growing realisation
of whatIndia has been voicing for
long, with regard to the active sup-
port of Pakistan to violent radical
and terror groups. Today the
world is witness to the destabilis-
ing effects of terror and the espe-
cially dangerous precedence of vi-
olent radical forces attempting to
gainlegitimacy by creatinganew

normal,” he said.

The Defence Minister said that
the “turmoil caused in the region
has been brought about by ag-
gressive designs and active sup-
port to non-state players by irre-
sponsible states” and that today,
“there is widespread realisation
amongst all responsible nations,
towards a common understand-
ingand the need to come together
against this common menace.”

Speaking at the convocation of
the National Defence College, he
told the officers that as students of
strategic affairs, they should draw
lessons from the events in
Afghanistan“thatarefarbeyondthe
immediate reverberations thatare
being feltin theregionand beyond”.

“Be it against terrorism or cy-
ber challenges, success can only
come by unifying our national di-
versities.”

Rajnath Singh during a convocation ceremony at the
National Defence College, in New Delhi. P11

tant resolution which reflected
the international community's
general view on the situation in
Afghanistanand obligations of the
ruling dispensation there to fulfill
certain conditionalities that the
international community faced
are important, he said.

“So, the twosides underscored
the importance of combat and
terrorism in Afghanistan. They
called on the Taliban to adhere to
these and all of its commitments
under resolution 2593,” Shringla
said. “Thatincludes, obviously, the
issue of ensuring that Afghan ter-
ritory is not used to threaten at-
tack against any country, shelter
any terrorist groups or finance ter-
rorist attacks and underscores the
importance of combating terror-
ismin Afghanistan.”

Pakistan, which is projecting
itself as a facilitator, has been in
many senses aninstigator of some
of the problems that India has
been dealing with in its neigh-
bourhood, Shringla said.

"Both in the bilateral discus-
sions as well as in the forum dis-
cussions there was the clear sense
that a more careful look, and a
more careful examination and
monitoring of Pakistan's role in
Afghanistan. Pakistan'srole onthe
issue of terrorism had to be kept,
and that certainly whether it is
Quad orits other partners have to
keep track of that factor,” Shringla
said.

Prashant Kishor
in Bhabanipur
voter list: BJP

Kolkata: Inajibe at the ruling TMC,
the BJP on Saturday said Prashant
Kishor, who was the poll adviser
of the Mamata Banerjee-led party
in the recent West Bengal elec-
tions, canbe called a “bohiragato”
(outsider) being enrolled as a
voter in the Bhabanipur con-
stituency where by-election will
be held on September 30.
Banerjee is contesting the by-
poll from the Bhabanipur seat to
retain her CM’s chair, and is up
against BJP's Priyanka Tibrewal.
Long before the by-election
was announced, a person with
the name Prashant Kishor was
included in the list of the elec-
torate in Bhabanipur, according
to the EC website. PTI

‘arsonist’ disguising as *

YOSHITASINGH
UNITEDNATIONS, SEPTEMBER 25

PAKISTAN, WHERE terrorists en-
joy free pass, isan “arsonist” dis-
guising itself as a “firefighter”,
and the entire world has suffered
as it nurtures dreaded terrorists
like Osama bin Laden inits back-
yard, India has said in a blister-
ing retort after Prime Minister
Imran Khan raked up the issue
of Kashmir in his address to the
UN General Assembly.

“We exercise our Right of
Reply to one more attempt by
the leader of Pakistan to tarnish
the image of this august Forum
by bringing in matters internal
to my country, and going so far

First Secretary Sneha Dubey
at UNGA. Twitter/IndiaUNNewYork

as to spew falsehoods on the
world stage,” First Secretary
Sneha Dubey said in the UN
General Assembly on Friday.
“We keep hearing that
Pakistanisa 'victim of terrorism'.

firefighter’

This is the country which is an
arsonist disguising itself as a fire-
fighter. Pakistan nurtures terror-
istsin their backyard in the hope
that they will only harm their
neighbours. Our region, and in
fact the entire world, has suf-
fered because of their policies.
On the other hand, they are try-
ing to cover up sectarian vio-
lence in their country as acts of
terror,” the young diplomat said.

In the Right of Reply, Dubey
strongly reiterated that the en-
tire Union Territories of Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh “were,
are and will always be an inte-
gral and inalienable part of India.
This includes the areas that are
under the illegal occupation of
Pakistan. PTI

12th century Nataraj to 2nd century
vase: US hands over 157 antiques

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

AS MANY as 157 artefacts and
antiquities were handed over by
the United States during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's visit to
the country.

The list has a diverse set of
items — a 1.5-metre bas-relief
panel of Revanta in sandstone
made in the 10th century,an8.5
cm tall bronze Nataraj figure
from the 12th century, 56 terra-
cotta pieces, several bronze fig-
urines and copper objects,
among others.

The items, which were stolen
or smuggled out of India over a
period of time, mostly belong to
the period between 11th and
14th centuries. The returned an-
tiquities include an 18th-century
sword in its sheath, with the in-
scription mentioning Guru
Hargobind Singh in Persian.

PM Modi looks at artefacts
and antiquities. P11

There are several historic an-
tiquities as well, including a cop-
per anthropomorphic object
from 2000 BC and a terracotta
vase from the 2nd century, the
Prime Minister’s Office said in a
statement on Saturday. While 71
artefacts are cultural, the others
comprise figurines relating to
Hinduism (60), Buddhism (16)

MAN ON THE STREET: Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin meets
residents during a cycling break in Chennai.

and Jainism (9), it stated.

Their make spreads across
metal, stone and terracotta.

In 2019, an ASI team had vis-
ited New York and identified
close to a hundred of these arte-
facts, seized in the US, as “origi-
nal Indian antiquities of tremen-
dous value”, known to be stolen
from temples in Tamil Nadu and
Madhya Pradesh and smuggled
abroad. ASI ADG Archaeology
Urmila Sant, who was part of the
team, had told the Indian
Express that they visited the US
following a call from the office of
Consulate General of India about
the seized artefacts.

During the meeting between
Modi US President Joe Biden, the
two leaders also “committed to
strengthen efforts to combat
theft, illicit trade and trafficking
of cultural objects”, it an-
nounced.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Delivered
202 of 505 poll
promises: Stalin

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin on Saturday
said his government has kept up
its poll assurances, delivering
202 among the 505 promises
made in the run up to the
Assembly polls to the State be-
sides other announcements
made in the legislative Assembly.

The Chief Minister assured to
meet the people once every
three months, with a list of
achievements, to inform them
about his government's
progress. “Will meet you once
every 3 months to let you know
of the progress we made with
the list of achievements,” Stalin
said in a video message posted
on Twitter. PTI

After MEA refuses permission for Rome
trip, Mamata says: Can’t stop me forever

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,SEPTEMBER25

CHIEF MINISTER Mamata
Banerjee on Saturday reacted
sharply to the denial of permission
by the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) to her to attend the World
Peace Conference at the Vaticanin
Rome — scheduled in October.
On the campaign trail for the
BhabanipurAssembly by-electionon

Mamata in Bhabanipur on
Saturday. cMO

September 30, Banerjee said, “How
many placeswillyou(Centre)notlet
me visit? You can't stop me forever.”

The MEA denied her permis-
sion to attend the conference say-
ing the “event is not commensu-
rate in status for participation by
the chief minister of a state”.

The World Peace Conference
would be held over two days, on
October 6 and 7,in the Italian cap-
ital. Pope Francis will grace the
event centered around Mother

Teresa along with Italian Prime
Minister Mario Draghi. German
Chancellor Angela Merkel is also
among the dignitaries invited.

Banerjeeis the only leader from
India to have received aninvitation.

The Italian government, while
extending the invite, mentioned
her “significant election victory”
and “the important work for social
justice, for the development of
your own country, and therefore,
for peace.”

Money taken to
instigate people,
Assam govt can’t
be cowed: Sarma

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI,SEPTEMBER 25

ASSAM Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Saturday accused
“certain people” of taking money
and mobilising protests against
the eviction drive in the state,
claiming inputs on six people
specifically, including “an Assam
college lecturer”. He also claimed
the judicial probe would reveal “a
lot more explosive information”.

Twodaysafteranevictiondrive
inDholpurareaof Darrangdistrict’s
Sipajhar turned violent, leaving
two dead, the CM said: “Certain
people have collected Rs 28 lakh
from poor, landless people in the
lastthree months,and were telling
them thatthere willbe noeviction
and that they have convinced the
government... They mobilised
those people and created havocon
that particular day.” The SP of
Darrang district, Sushanta Biswa
Sarma, is the CM's brother.

Sarmaalso named the Popular
Front of India (PFI),a Muslim out-
fit that has been under the scan-
ner of government organisations.
“Prior to the day of the incident, in
the name of food for evicted fam-
ilies, the PFl visited the site,” the
CM said.

Assam minister and BJPleader
Ashok Singhal told The Indian
Express that while he didn’t want
to take names, a “third force was
involved... organisations and
people who want to destabilise
and malign the people of Assam”.

Sarmasaid he had had several
meetings with the All Assam
Minority Students’ Union
(AAMSU) and that they had
agreed to the eviction. “I had said
that if people are landless, they
will get two acres. Only thing is,
they can’t have land elsewhere.
But most people haveland... they
are not landless, as portrayed in
the national media... They have
theirland in ancestral villages like
Baghbor (Barpeta),” he said.

Barpeta in lower Assam is
dominated by Bengali-speaking
Muslims. The eviction drives have
been concentrated inareasinhab-
ited by them.

He said he explained the same
thing to Congress legislators when
they came to meet him. “They
agreed thatforthefirst time the gov-
ernment has taken a stand to settle
landless people... Thereafter they
created mayhem,” the CM said.

The Congress has condemned
the “barbaric act of police firing
and inhumane act on protesters”.

Himanta Biswa Sarma also

alleged aPFIrole  File/Express

State chief Bhupen Kumar Borah
hasalsodemanded suspension of
the Deputy Commissioner and
Darrang SP,while urging Sarmato
“watch hiswords and orders... to
maintain sanity in the police force
and peace in Assam”.

In a tweet with the hashtag
‘Assam’, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi said what was the point
of the Centre’s ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ to mark 75 years of
Independence “if there is so
much hatred being spread inthe
country”.

Sarmaaccused the encroach-
ers of using two things like a
“mantra”: floods and erosion.
“But we cannot be silent any
more. The Assam government
cannot cow down.”

Many of the evicted people
The Indian Express spoke to Friday
said they had moved to Dholpur
areas after losing lands to the
Brahmaputra. They also claimed
to have bought land in Dholpur.

Sarma appealed to the “na-
tional media” to “hear” Assam's
side of the story. “You cannot take
sides... so-called national media,
left liberal media, without going
into the details,” he said. “We(the
Assamese) are getting outnum-
bered every day.”

The M said there have beenef-
forts to evict people from Sipajhar
since 1983. “In 1983, they (the en-
croachers) killed seven-eight peo-
ple.Thereafter.. . thelocal Assamese
people have been murdered every
two-three years,” he said.

Sarma repeated that what
happened during the Dholpur
drive, with acameraperson hired
by the district administration
stomping on a protester as he lay
dying - capturedinavideo--was
an “aberration”. “We have ordered
a CID inquiry. But that doesn’t
mean we will notinvestigate who
mobilised 10,000 people there. ..
You have to see the total video...
That particular person, according
to the video, had attacked that
guy... We do not justify that.
But... please give the entire se-
quence,” he said.

Ahead of Kerala Cong
reshuffle, veteran leader
resigns from party panel

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER 25

FRESHTROUBLE seems tobe brew-
ing in the Kerala unit of Congress
ahead of the new state committee’s
reshuffle with party leader VM
Sudheeranquitting the political af-
fairs committee Saturday.

Sudheeran, a former state
party chief, said he had handed
over his resignation to the cur-
rent Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee president K
Sudhakaran. He did not mention
the reason for his exit.

Sources close to him said the
resignation was a fallout of the
continuing unease among sen-
iorleadersin Keralaahead of the
impending reshuffle. Sudheeran,
who has built an image of a cru-

V M Sudheeran

sader within the Congress, has
been keeping away from all the
dominating groups.

Expressing his displeasure,
Sudhakaran said: “I don’t know
the reason. I have already stated
that we are open for discussions
on all issues, including reshuf-
fle...Sudheeran was not picking
up my calls,” he said.

Opposition leader V D
Satheesan also said he was un-
aware of the reason behind
Sudheeran’s resignation.

Finance to upgrade, World Bank offers plan for Railway expansion

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE WORLD Bank has outlined
theroleit can play asIndia looks
to fund its ambitious National
Rail Plan over the next 30 years,
which envisages almost 8,000
km of high-speed corridors and
another 8,000 km of dedicated
freight corridors (DFCs), involv-
ing funds to the tune of Rs 40
lakh crore.

The World Bank top brass

shared its vision for the Railways
and what it proposes at a pres-
entation to Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw and other top
brass last week.

The National Rail Plan and
the National Infrastructure
Pipeline recommend a total of
13 bullet-train corridors across
India, including the under-con-
struction Mumbai-Ahmedabad
one. They are on routes like
Mumbai-Nagpur, Hyderabad-
Bengaluru, Varanasi-Patna,
Patna-Kolkata, Delhi-Udaipur,

Delhi-Chandigarh-Amritsar,
Nagpur-Varanasi, Amritsar-
Pathankot-Jammu, Chennai-
Mysuru via Bengaluru,
Mumbai-Hyderabad, and
Varanasi-Delhi via Ayodhya.
However, there is no clarity on
how to fund them, or the new
DFCs.

The Bank has offered its ex-
pertise starting from hand-
holding execution of partner-
ship with private players, to
development of intermodal
stations and upgrading of ex-

Railway
Minister
Ashwini
Vaishnaw

isting lines. “Aim to build 8000
km of DFC and 8,000 km of
High Speed Railway in 30
years. How to pay for it?” the
presentation poses, offering
“World Bank interventions” as
a solution.

The presentation, seen by
The Sunday Express, foresees
“openaccess” in future DFCs,and
within three years, commercial
financing of the country’s freight
infrastructure, through “asset re-
cycling”, “bond issuance” etc.

In passenger services, the
Bank proposes PPP partnership
in developing new high-speed
routes as well as the commuter
rail network.

A World Bank India
spokesperson did not respond to
queries regarding the meeting.

Once developed, the com-
muter networks will attract
higher-income passengers, the
Bank notes, while there would
be a rise by 20% in traffic being
carried on freight corridors.
According to the presentation,
together the measures would re-
duce Indian Railways share of in-
frastructure ownership costs by
$6.5 billion, and ultimately help
the Dedicated Freight Corridor
Corporation Limited to finance
the expansion of its network.

Currently, the 508-km high-

New Delhi

speed railway line from Mumbai
to Ahmedabad is being laid with
loan from Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA),
while around 3,000 km of two
DFCs are being constructed with
aid from the World Bank in the
eastern part of India and from
JICAin the west.

As part of national commit-
ment to carbon reduction, the
share of Railways in freight must
increase from the current 27% to
45% by 2030.

Officials noted that invest-

ment from private sector and fi-
nancial institutions is key to the
success of the plan, and the
World Bank’s pitch is being
viewed in that context.

Sources also pointed out
that things would ultimately
boil down to specific numbers
regarding how much the World
Bank is willing to fund. “Global
financial institutions have a
limit regarding the exposure
they can have in one sector, in
a country or even a region,” an
official said.
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PUNJAB RESHUFFLE

Channi gets new Cabinet today but list not official

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 25

PUNJAB CHIEF Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi will get
his Cabinet team Sunday with 15
ministers set to take oath of of-
fice at Punjab Raj Bhawan. The
Congress, however, is yet to re-
lease the list of ministers offi-
cially. Another video link meet-
ing between AICC leader Rahul
Gandhi and Channi was under-
way at the time of going to press.

The swearing-in ceremony
will be held at 4:30 pm Sunday.
Channi’s Cabinet will have all 18
seats filled. The CM met
Governor Banwarilal Purohit on
Saturday to finalise the swearing
in ceremony.

Earlier, the list of 15 ministers
was finalised by AICC leader
Rahul Gandhi in a meeting with
Channi and other Congress lead-
ers, including K C Venugopal,
Harish Rawat, Harish Chaudhary,
Ajay Maken, that went on till 1
am on the intervening night of
Friday and Saturday.

The party may, however,
tweak the list further as there
have been several red faces after

Architect of
Ram temple case
victory dies at 75

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 25

SENIOR VISHWA Hindu Parishad
leader Triloki Nath Pandey, con-
sidered an architect of the legal
victory in the Ram Janmbhoomi
title suit in the Supreme Court,
died at 75 atRam Manohar Lohia
Hospital in Lucknow on Friday
night after a prolonged illness.

Pandey was the decree
holder of the Shri Ram
Janmbhoomi Kshetra due to his
status of “fast friend” of
Bhagwan Ram Lalla.

His death was confirmed by
his family members early on
Friday. He was admitted to the
hospital 15 days ago.

Pandey was a key litigant in
the Ram Janmabhoomi title suit
from the Hindu side. After the
Allahabad High Court decisionin
2010, which ordered a three-
way division of the then dis-
puted land, Pandey had moved
the Supreme Court.

After Devki Nandan Agarwal
and Thakur Prasad Verma,
Pandey was the third person to
take over as the “fast friend” sta-
tus.

While in 1989, Devki Nandan
Agrawal first lodged the case on
behalf of Ram Lalla Virajmanina
Faizabad court in 2002, Varma
took up the legal battle after
Agarwal died. In 2008 Verma
handed over the mantle to
Pandey.

Punjab Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi meets
Governor Banwarilal Purohit in Chandigarh on Saturday. P11

the list was finalised. Rahul, who
is in Shimla is learnt to have
scheduled a video conference
with Channi for midnight. A
four-time MLA from Amloh,
Kaka Randeep Singh Nabha is
upset at being ignored. “lam up-
set.Itis really unfair on me.I have
been ignored for the third time,
twice by Capt Amarinder and
now by Channi. I will soon de-
cide my further course of action,”
Nabha told The Indian Express.
In the centre of Nabha's
protest is shortlisting of Khanna
MLA Gurkirat Singh Kotli, who is

junior to Nabha and is a two-
time MLA. Also, Kuljit Singh
Nagra is also a two-timer and is
the PPCC working president.
“Why should a leader, handed
the responsibility of organisa-
tion, should eye Cabinet?” asked
aleader on anonymity.

While Channi s learnt to have
called up afew MLAs for a meet-
ing at his residence Saturday
evening and informed them
about their induction, a few oth-
ers said they had not heard from
the party yet. All the MLAs have,
however, been invited for the

Unacademy educator
calls tribals stupid in
lecture, firm regrets

SOURAVROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

ASHORT clip showing an educa-
tor of ed-tech platform
Unacademy making racist re-
marks against indigenous com-
munities sparked outrage
Saturday. In a statement,
Unacademy said it “uncondi-
tionally regrets the comments”.

Hengam Riba, a student of
Tata Institute of Social Sciences
Mumbai, who hails from
Arunachal Pradesh, was among
those who first flagged the clip
on Twitter— it was taken down
from the Unacademy YouTube
page following outrage.

In the clip, the educator
Siddharth Singh, who takes
classes on UPSC General Studies,
could be heard saying in Hindj,
“Tribal logjo hota hai humare, di-
maag toh hotanahi unke paas koi,
nahi unke paas koi, you know,
kanooni koi kagaaz hote hai za-
meen zaydad ke (Tribal people
are stupid. They also lack legal
documents related to land and
property).”

He made the remarks during
a session on slash and burn
farming, which is popularly
known as ‘jhum’ cultivation
across Northeast India.

According to Singh's profile
on the Unacademy portal, he has

been associated with the plat-
form since June 24, 2020.

When contacted, Riba said,
“The remarks made by
Siddharth Singh reflect the sys-
tematic social, cultural structural
bigotry in regards to that of the
tribal communities in India.”

The Unacademy, one of the
country’s biggest ed-tech uni-
corns, said in a statement that it
has been brought to its notice
that Singh made “discriminatory
and hurtful comments against
people from indigenous tribes”.
“Unacademy has deleted the
original video and has penalised
the educator in compliance with
our internal Code of Conduct
guidelines. Unacademy uncon-
ditionally regrets the comments
made by the Educator and the
hurt the comment has caused,” it
added.

According to the company, it
has over 4,000 educators across
India, who undergo “mandatory
and rigorous code of conduct
trainings before they start teach-
ing on the platform, and at peri-
odic intervals thereafter. The
trainings specifically guide edu-
cators against making any dis-
criminatory and hurtful com-
ments.”

Unacademy did not respond
to a query on the specific nature
of the penalty that has beenim-
posed on the educator.

‘Possibility of false implication’: LJP
MP gets anticipatory bail in rape case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

LJP'S SAMASTIPUR MP Prince Raj
was Saturday granted anticipa-
tory bail in a rape case with a
Delhi court observing a “possi-
bility of false implication”.

Special Judge Vikas Dhull ob-
served there was a “possibility of
false implication being prima fa-
cie established and there being
no chance of tampering with the
evidence or applicant/accused
fleeing from justice”.

LJPMP
Prince Raj

“..it was in fact prosecutrix,
who was trying to threaten the
applicant/accused to defame
him by circulating his
picture/video which were in her
possession and she also corrob-
orated the allegations made in
the FIR lodged by applicant/ac-
cused that they had consensual

physical relationship,” court said.

Both Raj and the woman had
registered FIRs against each other.
Raj had alleged that the woman
had tried toextortRs 1 crore from
him and implicate him in a false
rape case by leaking obscene pho-
tos on social media. After three
months, the woman approached
the police accusing the MPof rape.
The court noted that there is “an
unreasonabledelayinlodging the
FIR by prosecutrix”. It said noth-
ing expressed in the order “shall
tantamount to expressing any
opinionon the meritsof this case”.

oath taking ceremony.

Sources said the party has
been able to reach a consensus
on inducting seven MLAs and
dropping five from former Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh’s
Cabinet.

Sources said in the meeting a
consensus was reached on drop-
ping former Health Minister
Balbir Sidhu, Revenue Minister
Gurpreet Singh  Kangar,
Industries Minister Sunder
Sham Arora, Social Welfare
Minister ~ Sadhu Singh
Dharamsot and Sports Minister
Rana Gurmit Singh Sodhi.

It was also decided to re-in-
duct former Irrigation Minister
Rana Gurjit Singh. He was earlier
aministerin Amarinder’s Cabinet
but who had stepped down after
an alleged scam in allotment of
sand mines to his ex-employees.

Others, whose names were
finalised include PPCC chief
Navjot Singh Sidhu’s choices in
PPCCgeneral secretary incharge
Pargat Singh, PPCC Working
President Kuljit Nagra and
Gidderbaha MLA Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

In Channi’s new team,
Doaba hopes to get its due

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR, SEPTEMBER 25

PUNJAB’S DOABA region is fi-
nally set to get its due with three
Cabinet hopefuls making it to the
list of Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi’s new
team.

Doaba has 23 Assembly seg-
ments and 18 Congress MLAs in
the Punjab Assembly. But it had
only one Cabinet minister—
Hoshiarpur district’s Sunder
Sham Arora. In Amarinder
Singh’s Cabinet, Doaba was
highly under-represented — out
of 16 ministers, 10 were from the
Malwa region, five from Majha
region and one was from Doaba.
Even PPCC Chief Navjot Sidhu
was also a minister from Majha
who had stepped down later.

Doaba which has 1/5th of
Assembly seats in Punjabis likely
to get the same representation
in Channi's cabinet in the same
proportion as its seat share.

In 2017, when the Congress
came into power two ministers
were chosen from Doaba includ-
ing Arora and three-time MLA
from Kapurthala Assembly con-
stituency Rana Gurjit Singh.

In 2017, there were 15 MLAs
from Doaba in the Assembly and
then Congress won two more
Assembly seats from here in
2018 and 2019 the bypolls in
Shahkot and Phagwara
Assembly segments and then
rebel MLA of AAP from Bholath,
Sukhpal Singh Kahira, also
joined his parent Congress party
taking Congress MLAs its tally to
18 in Vidhan Sabha from Doaba,
which has four districts includ-
ing Jalandhar, Kapurthala,
Hoshiarpur and Nawanshahr.

There are six Congress MLAs
from Jalandhar out of nine seats.
In Kapurthala, all the four MLAs
of Congress. Nawanshahr has
two Congress MLAs out of three
seats, and Hoshairpur has six
Congress MLAs out of its seven
segments.

108TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF DEVI LAL
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BJP’s Birender Singh, SAD’s Parkash Singh Badal, INLD’s OP Chautala, NC's Farooq Abdullah
and JD(U)’s KC Tyagi at the INLD programme to commemorate Devi Lal. Manoj Dhaka

Regional outfits put up show
of strength at INLD event

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 25

ANINDIAN National Lok Dal pro-
gramme to mark the 108th birth
anniversary of the late deputy
PM Devi Lal saw several regional
political outfits such as the
Shiromani Akali Dal, Janata Dal
(United) and the National
Conference putting up a show of
strength where they backed the
ongoing agitation against the agri
laws and urged the electorate to
“strengthen” them if they want
their voices to be heard.

The “Samman Diwas
Samaroh” at Jind's Anaj Mandi
also saw the surprise participa-
tion of BJP leader and former
Union minister Birender Singh.

While Akali Dal was repre-
sented by former Punjab chief
minister Parkash Singh Badal,
former Jammu and Kashmir CM
Farooq Abdullah and KC Tyagi at-
tended on behalf of NC, and
JD(U) respectively. Former
Haryana CM Om Prakash
Chautala, organised the event.

Birender Singh said Devi Lal
had taught farmers to struggle
for their rights. “Today, again the
fightis for farmers' rights. Amo-
ment will come that farmers will
get united and follow the right
man. Then, they shall succeed,”
the former Union minister said.

Badal urged people to

Nuh: Haryana Deputy Chief
Minister Dushyant Chautala
Saturday declared that his
Jannayak Janta Party MLAs
would quit “in a minute” if
there was any threat to farm-
ers’ concerns related to mini-
mum support price (MSP),

mandis or land.
“Three things have been
claimed—MSP  will be

scrapped, mandis closed and
farmers’lands usurped. If there
is any threat to any of these, all
10 [MLAs] from our party will
resign in a minute,” he said.
Chautala was speaking in
Hilalpur village in Nuh, where
a 42-foot statue of former
deputy PM Chaudhary Devi Lal
was unveiled on the latter’s
108th birth anniversary
Saturday. JJP national president
Dr Ajay Singh Chautala and

Will quit if any risk to
MSP: Haryana Dy CM

senior party leaders were pres-
ent on the occasion.

“People said mandis will
close down. Our government
has recently bought land for a
56-acre mandi in Sirsa. There is
aproposal for four new mandis
in Haryana. Wheat is now pro-
cured at more than400 centres,
ascompared to 190 centres ear-
lier. If mandis were closing,
would the procurement hap-
pen at so many centres? This
talk of farmers’ lands being
usurped [by industrialists] is
delusion. In the last ten months,
has there beenasingle such case
reported?” he asked.

His party had ensured the
passage of alaw for 75 per cent
reservation for unemployed
youth, he said, adding it will be
implemented on 15 October.

-PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA

strengthen regional outfits for
the resolution of their issues.

Abdullah said the Union gov-
ernment is in the “grip of indus-
trialists and that is why they
want to sacrifice farmers”.

He stressed on making friends
with the neighbouring countries
even as he lashed out at the BJP

over abrogating Article 370 and
accused the saffron party of try-
ing toappropriate Lord Ram who,
he said, was a god not only of the
Hindus but of the entire world.

OP Chautala said: “Four
farmer agitations have been suc-
cessful in the past. This one will
also succeed.”

Express

CJIRamana at the newly-inaugurated building of the Odisha
State Legal Service Authority in Cuttack on Saturday.

[Laws must match
reality, need reform
by legislature: CJI

Executive has to match legislature’s
efforts by simplifying rules, he says

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR, SEPT 25

REITERATING HIS call for
Indianisation of the justice deliv-
ery system, Chief Justice of India
N V Ramana Saturday empha-
sised that “our laws must match
with our practical realities” and
asked the “legislature” to “revisit
the laws and reform them to suit
the needs of time and people”.

Addressing a gathering on
the occasion of the inauguration
of the new building of Odisha
State Legal Service Authority
(OSLSA) in Cuttack, the CJI said
there is “general understanding
of the people thatit is the court’s
responsibility to make laws”.

“This notion has to be dis-
pelled,” he said, pointing to the
role of the other two organs —
legislature and executive — in this.

CJI Ramana said that the ex-
ecutive has to “match” the efforts
of the legislature by simplifying
rules. The two “should function
in unison in realising the
Constitutional aspirations”, he
said. “Itis only then that the judi-
ciary would not be compelled to
stepinasalawmaker and would
only be left with the duty of ap-
plying and interpreting the
same,” he said.

Only a “harmonious func-
tioning of the three organs of the
State can remove procedural
barriers to justice”, he said.

Explaining the issues he
wanted to address through
Indianisation, the CJI said that
“even after 74 years of independ-
ence, traditional and agrarian so-
cieties which have been follow-
ing customary ways of life still

feel hesitant to approach the
courts. The practices, procedures,
language and everything of our
courts feels alien to them.
Between the complex language
of the Acts and the process of jus-
tice delivery, the common man
seems to lose control over the
fate of his grievance. Often, in this
trajectory, the justice-seeker feels
like an outsider to the system”.

He said it is a harsh reality
that “often our legal system fails
to take into consideration the so-
cial realities and implications.
Sadly, our system is designed in
such a way that by the time all
the facts and law are churned in
the court of law, much gets lost
in the process. People might be
bringing their problems to the
courts, but what remains at the
end of adayis yetanother case.”

Apart from the need for
Indiansiation, CJI Ramana said
the other challenge faced by the
country’s judicial system is en-
abling the people to “decode the
justice delivery system by raising
awareness”, and pointed to the
role of legal services authorities
inachieving this. “The concept of
access to justice in India is much
broader than simply providing
lawyers for representation before
the courts,” he said. “The task to
facilitate access to justice to the
poor and the marginalised has
been conferred upon the legal
services institutions.”

The (JIsaid thatitis necessary
to strengthen the judicial infra-
structure and boost outreach pro-
grammes “if we want toretain the
faith of our people”. He also an-
nounced thata country-wide, ro-
bust legal awareness mission will
be launched in the coming week.

Partition done on false
premise: Madhav at JNU

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

PARTITION took place “on afalse
premise that Hindus and
Muslims need separate nations,
although they had been living
together despite their different
practices” for long, RSS leader
Ram Madhav said Saturday. It
was not just a separation of ter-
ritories but also a division of
minds, he said at a webinar or-
ganised by JNU.

Madhav claimed that
Mohammad Ali Jinnah was al-
lowed to “grow into a monster”
during the freedom struggle, and
was “hell-bent on partition”.

He said: “Partition of India,
unlike many other partitions
seen in other countries in that

period, was not just a simple re-
drawing of boundaries.... The
Partition was not just partition
of territories but also of minds,
which needs to be seen with ut-
most seriousness and care. We
need to build a united Indian so-
ciety. It can happen only if the
leadership and elements that be-
lieve in separatism and commu-
nal separation are discouraged.”

“A sense of one nationhood
needs to be encouraged,” he said.

BJP leader Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe said there are
“elements who do not want to
see a unified and integrated
India”. JNU vice-chancellor M
Jagadesh Kumar said the ground-
work for Partition was “done dur-
ing the World War-1litself”, when
the British established a “connec-
tion with Jinnah”.

‘A pioneer... she was a South Asian feminist icon, not just an Indian icon’

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

FEMINIST ICON, poet, author and
a pioneer of the women’s rights
movementin South Asia, Kamla
Bhasin, died in Delhi late Friday
night after a short but spirited
battle against liver cancer. She
was 75.

Bhasan remained committed
to the causes she fought for until
the very end, participating in an
online meeting from her ICU bed
just hours before her death.

“We had a meeting of the
PIPFDP (Pak-India Peoples
Forum for Peace and
Democracy) yesterday around
4:30 PM and she had appeared

for some time from the hospital.
She said she was glad to be there,
and tried to speak some more
but there were some audio is-
sues... Some doctors then walked
into her room, and she told us, ‘1
will be back’ before disconnect-
ing. That was her spirit even
then,” said Zafar Bakht from
PIPFDP.

Bhasin was diagnosed with
cancer at the end of June, and
breathed her last at around 2:45
AM Friday. Her sister and
Congress politician Bina Kak
said: “There was fluid build-up
in the lungs and doctors wanted
her to be hospitalised. At night,
she started losing her breath and
started deteriorating.”

Bhasin had two children with

her late ex-husband—daughter
Meeto, who died by suicide in
2006, and son Jeet, 41, who has
cerebral palsy and is dependent
on caregivers. Those close to her
say she was a doting mother and
worried about her son’s future in
her last days.

Born in 1946 in Pakistan’s
Shahidanwali village, Bhasin
completed her graduation from
Mabharani College, Jaipur, and
post-graduation from Rajasthan
University, before moving to
Germany to study sociology.
After returning to India, she
worked with the UN’s Food and
Agriculture Organization for 25
years. During this time, she
reached out to women across
the country.

KAMLA BHASIN
1946-2021

Bhasin was the founder of
Sangat, a South Asian feminist

network, and co-founder of
Jagori, a women'’s resource cen-
tre. She was also the South Asian
coordinator of the One Billion
Rising campaign, besides being
associated with several other or-
ganisations.

She is known for improvising
and popularising in India the
‘Azadi’ slogan, which she picked
up from Pakistani feminists, as
well as for her poems written for
children, the most notable being
‘Because I'm a girl, | must study’.
She wrote more than 30 books
on women'’s rights and eight
children’s books, along with sev-
eral songs and poems.

Jagori said in a statement:
“Through her songs and posters,
she has reached out to millions

of activists and energised
protests... Using simple lan-
guage to demystify concepts, she
was able to reach out the ideas
of feminism and patriarchy to
the lay person without jargon.”

Her friends and comrades re-
member her as a feisty, positive
and warm person who wished
to celebrate life—no matter what
it threw at her.

Activist Kavita Srivastava was
among the friends who visited
Bhasin in her Anand Lok resi-
dence multiple times in the last
few months when her treatment
began. They would sing and
share stories.

“She was enjoying every mo-
ment, even towards the end. She
would tell alot of stories. She was

New Delhi

concerned about people incar-
cerated, evenin the end she was
thinking about others. I told
her—You're going to win over the
emperor of maladies. She wrote
back saying ‘No Kavita. I don’t
think so, but I will not treat it as
adefeat.Iwill just transcend into
another world’.”

“Kamla was one of the pio-
neers of the Indian feminist
movement since the 70s. She
was active during the Mathura
rape case, the Shah Bano, as well
as with anti-dowry, anti-rape
movements. She was a South
Asian feminist icon, not just an
Indian icon. She helped build
bridges between India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri

Lanka,” she said.
N |

Writer and publisher Ritu
Menon, Bhasin’s co-author of
‘Borders & Boundaries: Women
inIndia's Partition’, said Bhasin’s
legacy was “enormous”.

“There was a quality to Kamla
that was exceptional. To be
touched by her love was to expe-
rience something unique. That
warmth she radiated, it encom-
passed almost everything she
came in contact with. Her legacy
isin the songs she wrote, the slo-
gans she raised, the connections
she made, the hearts she
touched, the issues and cam-
paigns she fought. It’s the gen-
erosity, spontaneity, warmth
and intelligence of her struggle.
That is her legacy for the entire
subcontinent,” she said.
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Maharashtra: Cinema
halls, auditoriums to
reopen from October 22 -

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 25

IN A further relaxation of lock-
down restrictions, the
Maharashtra government on
Friday announced that cinema
halls, multiplexes and auditori-
ums will be allowed to reopen
from October 22 while observ-
ing Covid-19 safety protocols.

While the standard operat-
ing procedure (SOP) will issued
next week, Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut said cinema halls, multi-
plexes and auditoriums will be
allowed to operate at 50 per
cent seating capacity.

Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray made the announce-
ment after meeting a delegation
of film producers on Saturday.
The meeting was attended by
Raut, Chief Secretary Sitaram
Kunte, health officials and
Covid-19 task force members.

On Friday, the government
had announced that offline
classes in schools will resume
for students from classes V to
XII in rural areas and from

classes VIl to XIl in urban areas
from October 4. Also, all places
of worship will be allowed to re-
open from October 7 - the first
day of Navratri.

“Seating capacity of halls,
staggering of show timings and
serving food and beverages to
people were discussed in the
meeting. The detailed SOP will
be issued either on Monday or
Tuesday,” said Kunte.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Raut said, “The film in-
dustry was born in
Maharashtra. It has been shut
for one-and-a-half years. It has
been decided that cinema halls
and theatres will be allowed to
operate with 50 per cent capac-
ity.”

Sources said show timings
would be staggered to ensure
there is no crowding at one time
inmultiplexes. “Similarly, it will
also not lead to crowding for
food and beverage during the
interval in a film,” said an offi-
cial present in the meeting. The
official added that no decision
was taken on whether only fully
vaccinated people would be al-

FIR against Cong leader,

MLA daughter after
clash with BJP workers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 25

AN FIR was registered against
senior Congress leader Pramod
Tiwari and his daughter and
MLA Aradhna Mishra, hours af-
ter party supporters clashed
with BJP workers at a Gareeb
Kalyan Mela organised at
Sangipur development block of
Pratapgarh district on Saturday.

Accordingtolocal reports, the
clash broke out after supporters
of local BJP MP Sangamlal Gupta
and Tiwari ran into each other.
While it was alleged that Gupta
was attacked by the supporters of
Tiwariand his MLA daughter, sen-
ior police officers confirmed that

22-yr-old cadet
from Maldives
collapses, dies
during training
activity at NDA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, SEPTEMBER 25

A 22-YEAR-OLD cadet from
Maldives undergoing training
at the National Defence
Academy (NDA) in Pune col-
lapsed and died during a train-
ing activity on Saturday after-
noon. The academy said that a
Court of Inquiry has been or-
dered to investigate into the in-
cident.

Police officials said the inci-
dent took place around 1 pmon
Saturday when a group of
cadets was undergoing outdoor
physical training activity.

The NDA said in a state-
ment, “Cadet Mohammad
Sulthan Ahmed of Maldives
collapsed during an organized
training activity at the National
Defence  Academy  on
September 25. Despite best ef-
forts the cadet could not be re-
vived. A post mortem will be
conducted to ascertain the
cause of death. The cadet had
reported to NDA on March 12
as part of the 145 course and
was in the second term. A Court
of Inquiry has been ordered to
investigate the incident.”

The statement added, “All
arrangements are being made
to provide a befitting send-off
to the deceased with appropri-
ate Military Honours, in consul-
tation with the Maldives
Embassy.”

abuses were hurled, stones pelted
and a few vehicles parked in the
area were damaged. A purported
video clip of the entire incident
has gone viral on social media.
Putting out a statement on
video later, the BJP MP called ita
planned attack, claiming that
Congress supporters were wait-
ing for them with stones and
bricks. The FIR registered was
registered on Gupta’s complaint.
Apart from the Congress
leader and his MLA daughter, the
FIR named 25 Congress leaders
and supporters, along with an-
other 50 unidentified persons.
Tiwari, however, blamed the
incident on the BJP leader and his
supporters. He also accused the
police of thrashing his supporters.

TRACKING THE SECOND SURGE

o NEW CASES: 31,571
ACTIVE CASES: 3,07,503

DAYS SINCE

PANDEMIC
UM TOTAL VACCINATION: 84,89,29,160
DAILY DEATHS | TOTALDEATHS | WEEKLYCFR | OVERALLCFR
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1.34%

lowed in cinema halls and au-
ditoriums.

The official further said that
those performing in auditori-
ums may need to be fully vacci-
nated. “The audience can wear
masks and watch movies and
theatre.”

=
TESTS TODAY: 17,89,293 | TOTAL TESTS: 56,34,50,676
WEEKLY POSITIVITY: 1.87%| OVERALL POSITIVITY: 5.97%

STATES REPORTING MOST CASES

. STATE NEW ACTIVE WEEKLY TOTAL

,jorlllrceg mdth¢ goverfnmlent CASES  CASES  POSITIVITY  VACCINATION
said that the decision of relax- o
ing curbs has been taken con- mKerala 20671 169,648 16.66% 34870128
sidering that Covid-19 cases in HMaharashtra 3,276 37984 2.02% 7,74,65,734
the state are under control and mTamilNadu 1724 17263  1.09% 4,39,23,503
over 7.5 crore people have been B Mizoram 1322 15081 1619%  11,03,556
vaccinated.

“We have also taken precau- mAndhraPradesh 1167 13208  216% 3,89,30,753

tions by issuing directions to
liquid medical oxygen manu- STATES REPORTING MOST DEATHS
facturers and refillers to ensure
that storage is maintainedat95 | STATE TODAYS ~ TOTAL  WEEKLY  OVERALL
per cent of the capacity till DEATHS DEATHS CrR CFR
September 30. The 12,000 met- mKerala 120 24517  057% 0.56%
ric tonne (MT) of oxygen from W Maharashtra 60 142400  311%  219%
private sector and over 3,000 mTamil Nadu 2 35476  149%  135%
MT from smaller units in dis-
tricts can be stored,” said mKarnataka 1 37717 1.89% 1.27%
an official. B West Bengal 1 18727  1.79% 1.20%

“Today, during a review, we
found that 11,500 MT and 2,000

Note: Data as on Sept 25; vaccination numbers as of Sept 24. Deaths include those from previous days.

Five-day-old baby stolen from Andhra hospital

Machilipatnam: A five-day-old
baby was stolen from the
Krishna district government
hospital here in Andhra Pradesh

The baby belonged to Sinduja
and Yesoba of Pedamaddla vil-
lage, hospital superintendent M
Jayakumar and Circle Inspector

Itis suspected that a woman
in her mid-40s stole the baby,
born on September 21, after at-
tending to the Sinduja following

on Saturday evening, police said. R Ankababu said. the delivery, police said. ~ PTI

MT of oxygen have been stored
for use during possible third
wave,” the official added.
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Indira Gandhi Delhi Technical

University for Women
(Established by Govt. of Delhi vide Act 09 of 2012)
Kashmere Gate, Delhi-110006
University website: www.igdtuw.ac.in
MBA ADMISSIONS 2021-22
SPECIAL SPOT ROUND
IGDTUW is a university exclusively for women established by Govt. of NCT
Delhi and is currently having more than 3500 students at Kashmere Gate

campus.

Applications are invited for the Special Spot Round for admissions to the
MBA Programme for the academic year 2021-22. Female Candidates who
have passed any Bachelor’s degree programme with minimum 60% marks
are eligible to apply. Candidates appearing in final year examination in 2021
may also apply subject to fulfillment of minimum eligibility criteria.

Start date of online applications: 27-09-2021

Closing date of online applications: 06-10-2021

Special Spot Round of Counselling: 08-10-2021 (Friday)

For further details and regular updates, candidates may visit
https://igdtuw.ac.in.
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Central Bank of India
Regional Office, Balluatal, Motihari, East Champaran-845401
POSSESSION NOTICE
[UNDER RULE 8 (1) OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002]
Notice is hereby given under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of (Security) Interest Act. 2002 (54 of
2002), and in exercise of the power conferred under sub-section (12) of section 13 read with [rule 3] of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule
2002.The Authorized Officer issued a Demand Notice on the dates noted against account as mentioned herein after, calling them to repay the
amount within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Notice. The borrower/guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given
to the under noted borrower/guarantor and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below
in exercise of powers conferred on him under Sec. 13(4) of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the date mentioned against
account. The borrower/guarantor in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealing with the
property will be subject to the charge of Central Bank of India for the amount and interest thereon mentioned against account herein below.
The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section (13) of the Act, in respect of time available to redeem the
secured assets.
Sl. | Name of the Name of the Name of the owner & Description of Date of Date of Amount out-
No. Branch Accounts/ the property mortgaged Demand |Possession| standing as on
Borrowers Notice Notice date of Demand
Affixed Notice
1. Dhaka Borrower: Mr. Md. |Description of the Immovable property (Land & Building) Rs.3,26,548/-
Nasim Alam S/o Name of the Mortgagor: Mr. Md. Nasim Alam S/o Late|28.04.2021|21.09.2021 | (Rupees Three
Late Md. Mansoor |Md. Mansoor Alam. Address of the Mortgagors: Ward Lakh Twenty Six
Alam R/o Ward No.13, Mahabbatpur Dhaka, PO-Dhaka, PS-Dhaka, Thousand Five
No.13, Mahabbatpur|East Champaran-845418. Full particulars of Property: Hundred Fourty
Dhaka, PO-Dhaka, |Gift Deed No0.8676 dated 26.10.2007, Area 2 Kathas Eight Only) with
PS-Dhaka, East and 6 Dhur, Thana No.-106, Tauzi No.-299, Khata No.- future Interest
Champaran-845418 | 366, Khesra No.-1840. Location of the property: and incidental
Mauza-Dhaka Ramchandra, Thana-Dhaka, Dist.-East charges w.e.f.
Champaran. Boundary: North-Mehul Haque, South- 28.04.2021
Bandh, East-Mehul Haque, West-Abdul Khair.
2. |Palanwakhas, |Borrower: Shri Description of the Immovable property. Rs.21,38,390/-
Raxaul Abdul Wadood Name of the Mortgagor: Bibi Sabra Khatoon W/o Abdul| 17.10.2020| 24.09.2021 | (Rupees Twenty
Ansari S/o Late Wadood Ansari. Address of the Mortgagors: Vill.-Bada one lakh thirty
Ishhaque Pareua, Ward No.17, Madarsa Gali, P.O+PS-Raxaul, Dist.- eight thousand
Joint Applicant: East Champaran, Bihar, Pin-845305. Full particulars three hundred
Sabra Khatoon of Property: Deed No.-15154 of 1993, area-2.75 dhur, ninty only) with
W/o Abdul Wadood |Thana No.10, Khata No.-8, Tauzi-951, Khesra No.-726. future Interest
Ansari Boundary: On the North by-Mehdi Miyan, On the South and incidental
Guarantor: by-Nij Mokir, On the East by-Road 3 feet, On the West charges w.e.f.
Bilkish Begam D/o  |by-Manjur Miyan 17.10.2020
Abdul Wadood
Ansari, Vill.-Bada
Pareua, Ward
No.17, Madarsa
Gali, P.O+PS-
Raxaul, Dist.-East
Champaran, Bihar,
Pin-845305
3. |Palanwakhas, |Borrower: Shri Description of the Immovable property. Rs.5,38,488/-
Raxaul Jayram Kumar Sah |Name of the Mortgagor: Shri Jayram Kumar Sah S/o|24.12.2019| 24.09.2021 (Rupees Five
S/o Binda Sah Binda Sah. Address of the Mortgagors: Nahar Se South, lakhs thirty eight
Guarantor: Binda |Ward No.10, PO+PS-Raxaul, Dist-East Champaran, Bihar, thousand four
Sah S/o Janki Pin-845305. Full particulars of Property: Deed No.-1235 hundred eighty
Sah, Nahar Se of 2005, Area-4 Dhur, Thana No.10, Khata No.76, Khesra eight only) with
South, Ward No.-473, Tauzi No.-951, Location of property: At-Mauza, future Interest
No.10, PO+PS- Dhangadhwa, Tola-Pareua, PS+PO-Raxaul, Dist-East and incidental
Raxaul, Dist-East Champaran. Boundary: On the North by-Lorik Baitha, On charges w.e.f.
Champaran, Bihar, |the South by-Road, On the East by-Neeli Singh, On the 24.12.2019
Pin-845305 West by-Ganesh Raut & Chandrakishore Prasad.
4. |Palanwakhas, |Borrower: Shri Description of the Immovable property. Rs.12,90,707/-
Raxaul Shiv Shankar Name of the Mortgagor: Shri Shiv Shankar Prasad|23.12.2019|24.09.2021 | (Rupees Twelve
Prasad S/o S/o Dharamdeo Prasad. Address of the Mortgagors: lakhs ninty
Dharamdeo Prasad |At+PO-Bakhtaura, PS-Darpa, Dist-East Champran, thousand seven
Guarantor: Bihar-845301. Full particulars of Property: Deed No.- hundred seven
Kishori Mahto S/o  |329 of 2012, Area-2 Kattha 2 Dhur, Thana No.-63, Khata only) with future
Gagandeo Mahto, [No.-29, Khesra No.-925, Tauzi No.-951. Location of Interest and
At+PO-Bakhtaura, |property: At-Siswania, PO+PS-Ramgarhwa, Dist.-East incidental charges
PS-Darpa, Dist- Champaran, Boundary: On the North by-Mr. Bindeshwari w.e.f. 23.12.2019
East Champran, Tiwari, On the South by-Mr. Manjur Alam, On the East by-
Bihar-845301 Pitch Road, On the West by-Mr. Asharfi Sah.
Date :25.09.2021 Authorised officer
Place : Motihari CENTRAL BANKOFINDIA

ADVERTISEMENT

MILITARY ENGINEER SERVICES DAY: 26 SEP 2021

1. The Military Engineer Services (MES) is a
premier construction agency and one of the
pillars of Corps of Engineers of the Indian
Army which provides rear line engineering
support to the Armed Forces and associated
organisations of the Ministry of Defence (MoD). |s !
It is one of largest construction and
maintenance agencies in India with a total [E%

annual workload to the tune of approximately - =y
30000 crore. Command Hospital at Pune

2. The MES which carries out multifarious |
construction activities such as residential and
office buildings, hospitals, roads, runways and
marine structures across the country including
border areas. Besides conventional buildings,
MES is also involved in the construction of
sophisticated and complex laboratories,
factories, workshops, hangars, ammunition
storage facilities, dockyards, jetties/ wharves
and other complex/ special structures.

3. This year the world witnessed an unprecedented crisis in terms of COVID-19 affecting the
construction industry and the MES was also not left untouched. However laudatory efforts put in by
the MES ensured “Uninterrupted Essential Services” in all military stations. The MES has also played a
key role in creating and modifying existing assets into COVID care facilities across the country in
stipulated time frame. A multispecialty hospital constructed by the MES in Pune providing state of the
art medical facilities has been inaugurated in Jan 2021.

4. To keep abreast with contemporary
construction technologies, the MES has
adopted Engineering Procurement and
Construction (EPC) methodology of tendering
for large value projects incorporating latest
construction techniques. In consonance with
the Government policies, vision and with the
intent of promoting ease of doing business,
important procedures, policies and regulatory |-
documents have also been updated recently.

Aerospace Museum, New Delhi

5. MES has also been in the forefront in ensuring overall fiscal prudence and reducing electricity tariff.
By adopting Solar Power projects, LED-isation and GRIHA green building norms, MES is totally
committed towards energy conservation and eco-system preservation. A major drive has also been
undertaken to automate various functions of the MES which will not only cut down the time delays,
but also transform works environment by unlocking latent productivity, foster transparency and
efficiency.

6. On the occasion of the 99th Military Engineer Services Raising Day, Lt Gen Harpal Singh, PVSM,
AVSM, VSM, ADC Engineer-in-Chief, congratulates all the Military Engineer Services personnel and
urges them to continue dedicating themselves to this great organisation and contribute towards Nation
Building by providing better services to the Armed Forces.

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
DEPARTMENT OF TRAINING & TECHNICAL EDUCATION
MUNI MAYA RAM MARG, PITAM PURA, DELHI-110088

NOTICE

Online applications are invited from qualified candidates of Common
Entrance Test conducted by DSEU for Admissions to the first year
Full Time Diploma Courses and from Xll Pass/ITI Passed out or
appeared candidates for admission in analogous trades second
Year (Through Lateral Entry online Common Entrance Test to be
conducted) in Government Aided and Private Institutes affiliated to
Board of Technical Education, Delhi, that are approved by AICTE

Non-Refundable fee of Rs 500/- plus Bank Charges as applicable are
to be deposited by the candidate through Net Banking/ Debit Card/
Credit Card to participate in the admission process of BTE affiliated
Institutes.

Before submitting the Online Application form and fee, candidate
must refer to the Information Bulleting available on website
www.tte.delhigovt.nic.in, and http://dtteonline.in and check
eligibility criteria and schedule for counseling/test for lateral entry.

Registration process will start w.e.f. 28.09.2021.

Sd/-
Director (TTE)

Dip/Shabdarth/0326/21-22

@™ KIND ATTENTION RAIL PASSENGERS! “@

SHORT TERMINATION & REGULATION OF TRAINS

In order to upgrade the infrastructure, Northern Railway will take power-cum-
traffic block of both UP/DOWN Lines for erection/launching of Footover
Bridge 3.00M wide at Bari Brahman Railway Station at K.M. 88/075 in
connection with development of freight terminal on Pathankot-dJammu Tawi
Section dated 27.09.2021 from 01:00 to 06:00 hrs. (i.e. 05:00 hrs.). To
execute this work suitable traffic blocks will be taken. During this period
following trains will be affected on the dates shown against each:-

PARTIAL CANCELLATION OF SPECIAL TRAINS

Short Terminate at/ Date of cancellation
Short originate from | (from the Originating Station)

At Pathankot 26.09.2021
From Pathankot 27.09.2021

Train No. & Name

09225 Jodhpur-Jammu Tawi Express Special
09222 Jammu Tawi-Ahmedabad Express Special

REGULATION OF TRAINS |
Train No. & Name Regulation Date (From the Originating Station)
02461 New Delhi- Shri Mata will be regulated for "165 minutes” 26.09.2021
Vaishno Devi Katra Express Special on Firozpur Division o
04609 Rishikesh-Shri Mata will be regulated for "120 minutes” 26.09.2021
Vaishno Devi Katra Express Special on Firozpur Division o
02425 New Delhi-Jammu Tawi will be regulated for "115 minutes"
Express Special on Firozpur Division 26.09.2021
04645 Jaisalmer-dJammu Tawi will be regulated for "90 minutes" 25.09.2021
Express Special on Firozpur Division e
02445 New Delhi-Shri Mata will be regulated for "90 minutes” 26.09.2021
Vaishno Devi Katra Express Special on Firozpur Division e

For any kind of information such as detailed Time-Table and stations enroute etc., passengers are requested to
contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or visit Indian Railways website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

All norms of the State and Central Government regarding COVID-19 including Social distancing, sanitization etc., may be
followed in the trains and at the Railway stations. All other precautions associated with COVID-19 should also be ensured.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Your Convenience-Our Concern

Visit RailMadad website

www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in

Download RailMadad app.

New Delhi
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Nadda: Govt’s programmes guided
by Deendayal Upadhyay’s principles

New Delhi: BJP president ] P
Nadda on Saturday said the Modi
government’s policies and pro-
grammes are guided by the prin-
ciples espoused by the party’s
ideologue Deendayal Upadhyay,
as he paid tribute to him on his
105th birth anniversary.

Be it economy or social sec-
tor, Upadhyay’s mantras of “in-
tegral humanism” and “antyo-

daya” have been the driving
force of the government’s pro-
grammes, Nadda said in a state-
ment, adding that Modi’s em-
phasis on “sabka saath, sabka
vikas” is guided by this.

On the occasion, Nadda also
felicitated veteran workers of the
Bharatiya Jana Sangh, the pre-
cursor to the BJP, at the party
headquarters here. PTI

KARNATAKA
Dalit man made
to spend Rs 11K
on feast for

entering temple

Koppal: Close on the heels of a
family from the Dalit commu-
nity being penalised Rs 25,000
over their two-year-old son en-
tering a temple in Karnataka’s
Kustagi, a man from the Dalit

community was forced to

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

DRM(Electrical)/TRD/ECR/ Dhanbad for
and behalf of the President of India invites e-
tender for execution of the work indicated as
under: E-Tender No. TRD/OT/05/MHDA/
YD2/2021-22
1. Name of work with location and
completion of work: Upgradation of
mahadaiya yard due to doubling work and
connectivity to PRL siding at Gorbi Block-B
(Under deposit terms for 2 lines only
including shunting neck and connecting with
PRL siding), (Completion period (06) six
Months) 2. Approx cost of the work:
Rs.66,45,038.81/-(Cost of e-tender from-
Nil), 3. Earnest Money to be deposited:
Nil, 4. Date & Time for submission of
closing and opening of E-tender: Closing
of E-Tender On 18.10.2021 at 11:00
hrs.,Opening of E-Tender On 18.10.2021 at
11:30hrs.
5. Website particulars: Website:
www.ireps.gov.in, Manualtender
offer note accepted under e-tender.
Divl. Railway Manager (Elect.)/TRD
East Central Railway, Dhanbad

PRI0869/DHN/ETRD/T/21-22/32

O] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

TERCESMOTCE  LOCOZHEDGINDS
Onding Girey E-landar ané imdisd by
Eenor Orisional Ekctrical Enginesr
ITRGVH.E Ralway/LoGh Ghed
Gonda actng for and on behad of
fhe Frasident ol Isdip o ke
folowteg wirks Terder Mollca Ko, &
Descrpticn: o -AVHEDHLL-TRAKSFDENTR |
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arrange a feast, spending Rs
11,000, for entering a Lakshmi
Devi temple in a village at
Karatagi about 11 days ago, a
police officer said.

“Yes, it is true that the man
spentRs 11,000 to arrange feast
for entering the temple. Our of-
ficers are investigating the mat-
ter,” superintendent of Police T
Sreedhara said. He said a few
months ago, a theft had taken
placeinthevillage and itwas de-
cided that no one should enter
the temple except the priest. PTI

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-Notice of Invitation Tender
Divisional Railway Manager, N.W.Rly,
Bikaner for and on behalf of President of]
India invites sealed open tender for the
following works on the date shown as
below: Tender No.: S&T/BKN/ET 207,
Name of Work with its location:
"Upgradation and augmentation of IT
infrastructure at divisional office, Bikaner",
Approx Cost of Work: 2466221.21, Date
& Time for submission of Tender &
opening of tender: Up to 15.00 Hrs of
18.10.2021, Website from Which
complete Tender details can be seen &
download: www.ireps.gov.in

519-SR/21

Please join us on [ Il @/ #/NWRailways

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL, RNT MEDICAL COLLEGE & CONTROLLER
ASSOCIATED GROUP OF HOSPITALS, UDAIPUR (Raj.)

No. RNT/Pur-I/F.16/(e-Tendering Proc)/2021-22/905 Dated:- 22.09.2021
Notice Inviting Bid No. 15/2021-22 (e-Tender)

Bids for Medical Equipments are invited from interested bidders upto Date:- 12.10.2021
Time:- 10.30 AM. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://spp.raj.nic.in) of the state.
UBN- MCU2122GLOB00082, MCU2122GLOB00084,
MCU2122GLOB00085, MCU2122GSOB00086.

MCU2122GLOB00083,

Sd/-
(Dr. Lakhan Poswal)

DIPR/C/9737 PRINCIPAL & CONTROLLER

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)
E-TENDER NO. 2021RSI8741TC

Director, Railways Stores (W), Ministry of Railways, Railway Board, Government of
India invites e-tender for procurement of 1,45,532 Nos. Low Torque Grease Seal to
RDSO Specification No, WD-63-Misc-2020 of Oct 2020 or latest amendments, if any
for AAR Standard Upgraded Class 'E' (6" x 11") Cartridge Tapered Roller bearings
used in freight stock.
2.0 The interested tenderers are advised to visit the website http://ireps.gov.in for
details of the tender and submission of their e-bids.
3.0 No manual offers will be accepted against e-tender.
4.0 Tender will be closed at 15:00 hours on 28.10.2021.
Director, Railway Stores (W),

Ministry of Railways, Railway Board, New Delhi.

2144/2021 for and on behalf of the President of India.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

SUPPLYCO
KERALA STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION LTD

MAVELI BHAVAN, GANDHI NAGAR, KOCHI -682020.
Purchase Section - Ph No: 0484-2207924, 2206786, E-Mail: agmp@supplycomail.com

No.P10/31861/2021 Weh: www.supplycokerala.com Date: 25.09.2021

TENDER NOTICE

(ONLY THROUGH ELECTRONIC TENDERING SYSTEM/E-AUCTION)

The Kerala State Civil Supplies Corporation Ltd (Supplyco) intends to
purchase Pulses, Spices, Rice, Sugar etc through e-auction and e-tender.
The e-tender will be accepted up to 2.00 PM on 05-10-2021. For details
visit www.tenderwizard.com/KSCSC. Only suppliers possessing digital
signatures will be permitted to participate in the e-tender. For e-auction
please visit hitps://market.neml.in Sdr-
\Corrigendum if any, will be published in the above said website only.  Additional GM (Pumhassy

SEARCH FOR KIDNAPPED

" | General Public is hereby informed
that one person namely Kanishk
Bhalla S/o Sh. Gulshan Bhalla R/o
H.No. 19/238, 2nd Floor, Basti Sarai,
Sarai Rohilla, Delhi has been kidnapped
from PS Sarai Rohilla. In this regard a
FIR No. 499/21 dated 20.08.2021 has
been lodged at PS, Sarai Rohilla, Delhi.
The description of kidnapped person is as

Kanishk Bhalla |under:

Name : Kanishk Bhalla, Father's Name : Sh. Gulshan Bhalla,
Age : 22 years, Height : 56", Complexion : Fair, Built :
Medium, Wearing: Jeans & T-Shirt ID Mark: Three Tattoo in Right
Hand

If anyone having any clue/information, kindly inform the
undersigned.

Website : http://cbi.nic.in

e-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-23014046 (Direct)
23015229 & 23015218 Extn.-210
Fax: 011-23011334
DP/1482/N/2021

NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

Open tender through E-tendering are invited by Sr. Divisional Electrical
Engineer/TRS, Electric Loco Shed, Khanalampura Yard, Northern Railway,
Saharanpur (Ambala Division) for and on behalf of the President of India from
the registered tenderer on website www.ireps.gov.in for the following work
upto 11:00 hrs on the date of closing shown against the work and will be opened
thereafter:

Open Tender No.
Name of Work

SHO
P.S., Sarai Rohilla, Delhi
Ph. : 011-23691106, 8750870133

ELS_SRE_T-17 RT4

Repairing and overhauling of ELGI make TRC 1000
MN and TRC1000 MNUG main compressors of
WAG-7 Locomotives for one year.

Date of Closing / Opening| 18.10.2021
Approx. Cost 17,88,675.00
Earnest Money NIL
Completion Period 12 Months
Validity Period 45 days

Cost of Tender Form ‘Free of Cost’

1. Tenderer(s) should have Class-lll Digital Signature Certificate to participate in
E-Tendering of Works Tenders. 2. Tenderer are required to upload self-attested
scanned copies of all related eligibility documents as per conditions. 3. Taxes &
Charges will be applicable as per extant rule. 4. For details, please log on IREPS
website www.ireps.gov.in

TMC ‘serious’ about Goa  Marriages Bill gives

elections, ‘in talks’ with
leaders from other parties

MAYURA JANWALKAR
PANAJI, SEPTEMBER 25

HAVING STEPPED into the election arena
in Goa, the Trinamool Congress (TMC) is
preparing to contest all 40 seats in the state
Assembly elections, expected early next
year, and has no plans for an alliance so far,
itis learnt.

While speculation was rife over a sen-
ior Goa Congress leader joining TMC
months before the elections, TMC sources
said the party has been in talks with po-
litical leaders from not only the Congress
but also the BJP and members of the civil
society.

Senior TMC leaders, including some
party MPs and MLAs, are expected to be
stationed in Goa for about five months in
the run-up to the Assembly polls. The
party is expected to announce its electoral
plans in October.

Trinamool Rajya Sabha MP Derek
O'Brien, who arrived in Goa on Friday, said,
“Whatever we do in Goa will be for, of, and
by the people of Goa.”

The party has said that it will not fol-

low a “high command culture” like in the
Congress or BJP but let the people from
Goa coming on board decide the course
they want to take in the state.

A team from political strategist
Prashant Kishor’s Indian Political Action
Committee (I-PAC) has been assessing the
political situation in Goa for about three
months. The political advocacy group,
which advised TMC before the Assembly
polls in West Bengal, will continue to work
with the party in Goa. The party has also
launched its Goa pages on social media.

Sources said TMC is “very serious”
about contesting elections in the state with
an eye on expanding its national footprint.
The party is aiming to make gains in states
such as Goa and Tripura to strengthen
Banerjee’s position as a national leader,
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s most
formidable opponent before the 2024
General Election.

The BJP, Congress, Aam Aadmi Party,
Nationalist Congress Party, Shiv Sena and
now TMC will be in the poll fray in Goa, in
addition to regional parties such as Goa
Forward Party and Maharashtrawadi
Gomantak Party.
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legitimacy to child
marriages, NCPCR
tells Rajasthan

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE NATIONAL Commission for the
Protection of Child Rights Saturday
asked the Rajasthan state government
to reconsider the provisions of the
Rajasthan Compulsory Registration of
Marriages (Amendment) Bill 2021, re-
cently passed by the Assembly. It said
the Bill gives legitimacy to child mar-
riages and is in contravention of several
child protection laws.

NCPCR  Chairperson Priyank
Kanoongo Saturday wrote to Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot, pointing
out that the provisions of the Bill may
have a serious impact on the “physical,
psychological, social and education of
minors in the state”.

“The Rajasthan government is de-
molishing the work that Mahatma
Gandhi had done against child mar-
riages. We will not allow this to happen.
Itis in direct contravention to child rights
in the country and the NCPCR will ap-
proach the Supreme Court against this
Bill if need be,” Kanoongo told The
Sunday Express.

“The Commission would like to
state that the Prohibition of Child
Marriage act, 2006 is the central Act
which prohibits solemnisation of child
marriages and constitutes child mar-
riages by a male adult with a girl child
as an offence under Section 9. Section
10 of the Act further provides that
whoever performs, conducts, directs
or abets any child marriage shall be
punishable with rigorous imprison-
ment which may extend to two years
and shall be liable to fine which may

GOA

exceed Rs 1 lakh unless he proves that
he has reason to believe that the mar-
riage was not a child marriage,”
Kanoongo has said in his letter.

Section 11 of the Prohibition of Child
Marriages Act also provides punishment
for promoting or solemnising of child
marriages and Section 12 holds that any
marriage solemnised by deceit, force or
enticement of a minor, is held void. All
offences under the Act are cognizable
and non-bailable.

Under the Juvenile Justice Act Section
2(14,xii), a girl child who is in imminent
risk of marriage before the age of 18
years is a “child in need of care and pro-
tection”. The JJ Act further says that ef-
forts must be made to ensure the care,
protection, appropriate rehabilitation or
restoration of a girl child who is at immi-
nent risk of marriage and therefore a
child in need of protection.

“This move by the Rajasthan govern-
mentis in clear contravention of all these
existing laws. Itis clear that this Bill is en-
tirely politically motivated to satisfy vote
banks,” Kanoongo said.

While Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
could not be reached for comments, his
Officer on Special Duty (OSD), Lokesh
Sharma, had said that “registration of
marriage in itself is not a proof that the
marriage is valid.”

Sharma had cited a 2006 Supreme
Court judgement in Seema vs Ashwani
Kumar case to say that registration of
every marriage is “compulsory”.

During the debate on the Bill in the
Assembly, Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Shanti Dhariwal said that the Bill
“nowhere says that underage marriages
will be legal”.

—WITHENS INPUTS FROM JAIPUR

Held in drugs case after Sushant
death, SA national arrested again

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE NARCOTICS Control Bureau (NCB),
Mumbai and its Sub Zone Goa arrested
South African national Agisilaos
Demetriades, 31, in North Goa after he
was allegedly found in possession of “a
small quantity of hashish/charas”.
Demetriades was arrested from a resi-
dential complex in Pernem, Goa’s north-
ernmost taluka, for “illicit possession of
the recovered drug” on Saturday, the
NCB said in a statement.

Last year, the NCB had arrested

Demetriades in two other cases under the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act (NDPS). He was first ar-
rested in a drugs case lodged following
actor Sushant Singh Rajput’s deathin June
2020.While he was granted bail by a spe-
cial courtin November 2020, the NCB had
arrested him again in connection withan-
other drug case, in which Dharma
Productions executive producer Kshitij
Prasad was also arrested. Demetriades
was released on bail in December 2020.
After his arrest on Saturday,
Demetriades was produced before a
courtand remanded to judicial custody,
the NCB said.
Demetriades is the brother

of South African model
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Procurement of GYM Equipment

Haridwar
invites Short-term E-tender for Procurement of
Interested firms may apply
through Uttarakhand Govt. e-portal for submission
of tender in www.uktender.gov.in. Detail available

Uttarakhand Sanskrit University,

GYM Equipment.

on Govt eportal www.uktender.gov.in
Wef- 27.09.2021

Short-term E-Tender Notice No. E-02/USVV/RUSA/2021-22

Girish Kumar Awasthi, Registrar

Gabriella Demetriades, who is
actor Arjun Rampal’s partner. In
astatement issued on Saturday;,
Rampal, who is currently film-
ing in London, said: “As far as
my family and I are concerned,
my direct family and I are law-
abiding citizens. And while the
incident involves a person who
is arelative of my partner, I have
no other connection or rela-
tionship other than that with

E-TENDER NOTICE No. ELS_SRE_T-17 RT4 dtd. 25/09/2021
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

SEARCH FOR MISSING

m General Public is hereby informed
l i

that one person Namely: Mushahid,
S/o: Mohd. Ilyas, R/o: H.No. D-199,

2176/2021

Sec-3, Dsiidc, Bawana, Delhi, Age: 19
Years, Height: 5'5", Complexion:
Fair, Face: Long, Built: Thin,
Wearing: Black Colour T-Shirt, Blue
Colour Jeans and Red Colour Slipper
in feet has been missing with Motor
Cycle No. DL8SCV-6280 FZ Black
Colour since 29.08.2021 from the area
of P.S. Bawana, Delhi. In this regard DD
MUSHAHID No. 93A, Dated 30.08.2021, has been
lodged at P.S. Bawana, Delhi.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
missing person but no clue has come to light sofar. Ifanyone
have any information about this missing person please inform
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AIR FORCE SCHOOL,
PRAHLADPUR 27 ED;
LIMITED TENDER
ENQUIRY

On behalf of Air Force School
Prahladpur, bids in sealed cover are
invited for Renovation of Children’s
Washrooms at AF School Prahladpur.
The firms dealing with Civil works may
quote for technical bid as well as
Commercial bid sealed separately in
single envelope. The firms interested
are to visit the school for assessment
and obtaining RFP before submitting
bids. The last date for submission of bid
(Technical bid as well as Commercial
bid) is 11 Oct 21. The bids are to be
dropped in the tender box kept at the
main gate of Air Force Station
Prahladpur, 27ED. Date of opening of
Technical bid is 13 Oct 21 and
Commercial bid is 20 Oct 21. The bids
are to be addressed to Chairman, Air
Force Prahladpur 27ED. For any query
kindly contact on: 8826889490.
Address: 27 Equipment Depot Air
Force Palam, Delhi Cantt New Delhi
110010.

SPOTET B 34 -""i. m T T ) T T PETT :
=P i oos 3 0 |!.|"]I-!I=--\. ain, 'I.c"\l"'_ul\..-l-\.ﬁ o 1260 T ER
13 0 T g ol PRl 1 g | W S ) S .-."IIL. |' 1-\. G PR TR R R R )
a Haren o | el g - g | - A | F-Flg EPag R
ul | rid secunirs | e am |4 T o T o |
ol ) | iwarar o) = | mhs e o || Hes o Ehm |
I ':1-' LE Hep) aira W | e Pl Y1 it
L e P L)
1 Pt B4 a=eda alafir
N T =y e
erE wiee it
TR TE [hees | |
THRARE TR FTR EAIiEL bE SR BE | et | A e o) ARG Fadp0aaes | ir e i
qrxzem 47 ofdags qd e L wu o |(Bved akam
[ o T W | ] gk wn 1200 =4 | Tk
2 [ i :\-1 Eo ]
ke
l\.p neej e
5T T
'-.'-| TFE E A

T o et PR T T SR P 53,1500 5 SpaTe ¥R ST A 0k 70l o, 52 % TS O T TS 06 R N T
arend B

Pt e Aaerds “ip: |:||n 8 L] e I B i ] ] g o o & cAeronline org,
CEppI ||J:-I||JI'| "'|"- %™ =2 "hnp: o healiha)esthanzovin” = dor or e kB4 e oot 4
:cl_ﬂl : R -'i N 1__-:-\'."\- TR Hﬂ:l‘lﬁ I m -'? . 100200

o '||'|. '"'-\.-.- AEE . : "-c 11 [ A

g ‘:II-"u. oF
L \.1-' 18 EH T : T
Lodle FUSBEe00 o opnp yesd o w\."ﬁ LT AN “[u..

Brest & s e e e v Aer- sz d | F

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender Notice No._DDU/EL/G/e-Tender/

21-22/11, Date: 23.09.2021
Online (through E-Tendering)for the
following work is invited by DRM/ Elect /
DDU for and on behalf of the President of
India from experienced and financially as
well technically sound contractors including
those enlisted with the Railway, CPWD,
BSNL, MES, PWD and other public sector
undertakings.
1. Name of work with its location:
No.DDU/EL/G/P/21-22/01 R Sub- Provision
of facade lighting for Newly constructed
extended frontal building of DDU.
2. Approx. cost of the work:
Rs. 26,72,318.57 3.Tender Closing Date
Time: 18.10.2021, 15:00 hrs 4. Website
particulars of E-Tendering:

the undersigned. 0z CHEE 1100 S uE metel EAm o e Upleed Wt wr medt B oamw B ot doene www.ireps.gov.in
_cite - -I/ehi nie i ] et 2 TR 1 PR o rr B P e, LIS L W ot o e - -gov.

‘Evall) SII:E I_ltt@l?./lﬁpbl.nl_c.ln SHO K il sty .:'l."- 'IJ.:;_.:“":""‘ :.‘:.'-1er'\'!1"¢ IFADENGE T X0 0y T AEhE "‘"'I"' T Cemeralal Seamial Astt.Divnl. Elect Engr.(G)
F;x.a(;" '223:1123290""“ P.S. Bawana, Delhi | | * Iplend A FEA T For Sr.Divnl.Elect Engr.(G)
i et ECRlyDD.U

DP/1275/0N/2021 Ph.: 011-27752534 R e AT PROSSSDDUTRIZE
e B N N New Delhi B

this person... I have faith in our
legal system and whoever is on
the wrong side of the law
should be treated as the judici-
ary deems fit...”

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

NOTICE OF INVITING E-TENDER
E-Tender Notice No. SNT-JP-22-2021-22 Dated 23.09.21
DRM (S&T)/ North Western Railway/
Jaipur, for and on behalf of the President of
India, invite E-Tenders from registered
tenderer/bidders for the following work: Sr.
No. 1, Particulars: Name of work it
location: Description: Signalling work in
connection with TTR (TWS+CMSC)-182
sets (1in 12-163 sets& 1 in 8.5-19 sets in
Jaipur Division. Sr. No. 2, Particulars:
Approx Cost of work (Rs): Description:
Rs. 1,20,72,433.97/-, Sr. No. 3,
Particulars: Earnest Money (Rs):
Description: 0/- (Online Payment Only),
Sr. No. 4, Particulars: Date & Time for
Submission up to on www.ireps.gov.in:
Description: 14.10.2021 Up to 15.00 hrs.
Sr. No. 5, Particulars: Website
Particulars & Notice board location:
Description: www.ireps.gov.in and DRM
office/NWR/ Jaipur 520-SRI1

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

NOTICE OF INVITING E-TENDER
E-Tender Notice No. SNT-JP-21R-2021-22

DRM (S&T)/ North Western Railway/
Jaipur, for and on behalf of the President of|
India, invite E-Tenders from registered
tenderer/ bidders for the following work,
Sr. No. 1. Particulars: Name of work with
it location: Description: Provision of
RDSO approved Automatic fire detection
and alarm system for S&T installation and
Air Condition in Relay Room at 32 Stations
in RPC and SIKR-LHU Section of Jaipur
Division., Sr. No. 2. Particulars: Approx.
Cost of work (Rs): Description: Rs.
1,56,83,5688.51/-, Sr. No. 3. Particulars:
Earnest Money (Rs): Description: 0/-
(Online Payment Only), Sr. No. 4.
Particulars: Date & Time for Submission
up to on www.ireps.gov.in: Description:
18.10.2021 Up to 15.00 hrs, Sr. No. 5.
Particulars: Website Particulars & Notice
board location: Description:
www.ireps.gov.in and DRM office/NWR/
Jaipur 521-SR/21

Please join us on [ Il @ #/NWRailways
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BRIEFLY

Students were
protesting decision to
vacate a hostel. P11

BIHAR

SC/ST students
injuredin
lathicharge

Patna: About half a dozen
SC/ ST students were in-
jured in police lathicharge
inPatnaonSaturday after-
noon. Over 200 students,
under the Ambedkar
Kalyan Chhatravas Sangh,
had been protesting
against the Patna district
administration’s decision
tovacate Ambedkar hostel
— meant for SC/ ST stu-
dents—for sanitisationand
repairs. The police action
came as students, mostly
pursuing undergradua-
tion courses, announced
to march towards Vidhan
Sabha, where prohibitory
ordersarein place. ENS

KERAIA

Moral science
teacherjailed
forminor’srape

Thiruvananthapuram: A
moral science teacher ata
CBSE-affiliated school in
Kerala’s Thrissur district
was sentenced to 29 years
and 6 monthsinjail under
various sections of POSCO
Act,IPCand JuvenileJustice
Actinconnectionwiththe
sexual abuse of a six-year-
old girl. The incident took
place on board a bus dur-
ingaone-day school tripin
November 2011. Amedical
examination ascertained
the abuse and the accused,
father of four children, was
nabbed. ENS

UTTAR PRADESH

2 arrested for
‘abusive video’
onPM, Yogi

Ballia: Two people were
arrested on Saturday for
allegedly posting a video
on social media contain-
ing abusive language
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, police
said. The video was
posted on Twitter,
Facebook, and
WhatsApp, police said,
adding Prakash Verma
and Ramesh Yadav of
Sher (Badki Seria) village
were booked over the
complaint of Mantu Ram,
the in-charge of Bansdih
Road police station. PTI

WEST BENGAL
Govt plans big
vaccine drive

for students

Kolkata: The West Bengal
government, which is
considering reopening
colleges, universities and
other centres of higher
learning in November, af-
ter the conclusion of fes-
tivities around Durga Puja
and Diwali, has decided
to conductamassive vac-
cination drive for stu-
dents in the coming days
and weeks. The aim, said
officials, is to ensure safe
resumption of offline ac-
ademic activity.

ENS

.~ Former J&K Dy CM’s Nagrota house

built illegally: UT adminin RTl reply

2 illegal constructions reported, including that of Nirmal Singh’s bungalow, says J&K official

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 25

THE PALATIAL bungalow of Dr
Nirmal Singh, former deputy chief
minister of the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir, at village
Ban was constructed illegally, ac-
cording to the Union Territory ad-
ministration.

Quoting the APIO/Tehsildar,
Zone C/D JDA, Dr Kusum Chib,
Jammu Development Authority
(JDA) Collector, Land Acquisition,
and Public Information Officer,
said thisin reply toan RTlapplica-
tion filed by Muzaffar Ali Shan,an
advocate, seeking information
aboutillegal constructions raised
at Ban and Panjgrain villages be-
tween January 2016 and
December 2020.

Messages sent to Singh,asen-
ior BJP leader, for a comment did
not elicit a response.

In her reply to the RTI query,
Chib stated, “Two cases of illegal

Singh had moved into the new bungalow in July, 2020. Express

constructions were reported —
one by Sh. Nirmal Singh, ex-Dy
CM, and second by Sh. Vijay
Kumar Shrma.” The Jammu mas-
terplan for 2032 was notified
through SRO 90, dated March 3,
2017, she stated.

About the present status of
these constructions, she said that
the matter regarding Nirmal
Singhis “under Govt of Law”,and
“work is stopped till date” in the
other case.

In both cases, no action has
been initiated by JDA under the

Building Operation Act, 1988, Chib
said, quoting information pro-
vided by the APIO/Tehsildar.
Despite requests from her, the
APIO/Tehsildar also did not pro-
vide information about officials
who were posted in Ban and
Panjgrian villages to report cases
of illegal constructions to the au-
thorities concerned, she stated in
her reply.

She stated that as per
APIO/Tehsildar Zone C/DJDA, var-
ious civic officials have made sur-
prise visits to the area between

2016
December
2020.

Singh and
his family had
moved into the
DrNirmal new bungalow,
Singh near the Army’s

ammunition sub-

depot (ASD), on
July 23 last year, even though the
High Court had in May 2018 di-
rected the authorities to ensure
“strictimplementation” ofa2015
notification barring general pub-
lic from construction within 1,000
yards of defence works.

The May 7,2018 HC order was
inresponse toawrit petition filed
by the Centre, challenging con-
struction of a bungalow on the
site. The petition stated that the
under-construction house was
only 580yards from the perimeter
boundary wall of the ASD in
Nagrota. The petition was filed af-
terciviland police officials did not
stop construction activity being

and

Cyclone Gulab to hit south Odisha
and north Andhra Pradesh today

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
PUNE,SEPTEMBER 25

CYCLONE GULAB has formed in
the Bay of Bengal, the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD)said on Saturday evening, It
isexpected to hit southern Odisha
and north Andhra Pradesh on
Sunday evening.

As per satellite observations at
5.30 pm, the cyclone was located
over northwest
Bay of Bengal and was 370 km
east-southeast of Gopalpur,
Odisha and 440 km east of
Kalingapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.

This is the third cyclone of

2021 after Tauktae and
Yaas, which had formed in May
this year.

Cyclone data between 1990
and 2021 show that only 14 cy-
clones have developed during
September (see box), with
only three storms between 2011
and 2021 (excluding Cyclone

€
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CYCLONES FORMED
INTHEBAY OF
BENGAL IN SEPTEMBER

YEAR NO.OF
CYCLONES

1991 |m— 1
1995 — 2
1997 |— 1
2004 E—— 2

The projected track of Cyclone Gulab. Photo courtesy: IMD

Gulab).

Like most recent storms that
have crossed Indian coasts, this
systemis also rapidly intensifying.
Inless than48 hours, itintensified
from a low-pressure system
(wind speed less than
34kms/hour) to a deep depres-
sion (wind speed 51 to
61kms/hour).

In the wake of the approach-
ing storm, the IMD has forecast

AMENDED GUJARAT FREEDOM OF RELIGION ACT

Daughter lured into
marriage, forcibly
converted: pleain HC

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, SEPTEMBER 25

A MUSLIM man from Khambhat
in Anand has moved the Gujarat
High Court seeking lodging of a
police complaint under the
amended Gujarat Freedom of
Religion Act, after his daughter al-
legedly eloped witha Hinduman.

According to the petitioner, his
daughterwent missingon June 16,
2021,and helaterlearntthataman
had “allured” herinto marriage and
“forcibly converted her religion”.

The man then filed a com-
plaint with the Khambhat city po-
lice station, on “abduction of his
daughter...and subsequent force-
ful conversion and marriage”, the
petition states. However, no FIR
has been registered, the com-
plainant stated.

The petitioner subsequently
filed a complaint before the dis-
trict superintendent of police of
Anand on June 24 under provi-
sions of the Criminal Procedure
Code(CrPC)for gettingan FIR filed.

On Friday, the court of Justice
llesh Voradirected the state coun-
sel to “take necessary instructions
with respect to the complaint

dated 24.06.2021... on, or before,
the next date of hearing” on
October 27.

The amended Gujarat
Freedom of Religion Act came into
force from June 15 and in August,
the GujaratHigh Court stayed sev-
eral provisions of theamended Act.

According to the petitioner,
the man who married his daugh-
ter committed offences under
sections 3 and 5 of the Act that
have been stayed by the High
Court. Section 3 deals with “pro-
hibition of forcible conversion”
and Section 5 stipulates district
magistrate’s permission in case of
religious conversion.

The Gujarat HC is also seized
of a consent quashing petition
where provisions of the Act were
invoked involving a married cou-
ple from Vadodara. While the ac-
cused and complainantin the case
sought quashing of the FIR, the
state had objected toit. Contesting
the complainant woman’s asser-
tion that the FIR registered con-
tains “untrue” details that were
not partof her complaint, the state
said that the woman “never raised
any grievance atany point of time
that the FIR was an exaggerated
version”.

light to moderate intensity rain
(2.4mm to 644mm in 24 hours)
over West Bengal, Odisha and
coastal Andhra Pradesh.

The Met office has warned of
very heavytoextremely heavyrain
(115.6mm to over 2044mm in 24
hours)oversouthOdishaand north
coastal AndhraPradeshonSunday.

Heavy rain is also likely over
Telangana, north-interior Odisha
and Chhattisgarh.
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Due to rough sea condi-
tions and intense winds, fish-
ermen have been advised
against venturing into sea till
Monday.

carried out by Mamta Singh, wife
of Nirmal Singh, then Speaker of
J&K Assembly, despite written re-
quests from top Army officials at

Nagrota-based 16  Corps
Headquarters.
The Centre moved HC twice —

on May 15, 2018, and December
20, 2018 — seeking initiation of
contempt proceedings against of-
ficials of the then state govern-
ment for wilfully notimplement-
ing the court’s May 7 order.

The courtissued notice tothen
Jammu Divisional Commissioner
Hemant Sharma; Jammu Deputy
Commissioner Kumar Rajeev
Ranjan; and then Jammu SSP
Vivek Gupta and asked them to
file a compliance report.

Even as the writ petition and
the contempt petitions were
pending disposal in High Court,
Mamta Singh posted a picture of
hers along with her grandson at
the newly constructed house on
July 25 last year on Facebook.

She later deleted the post.

Devas-Antrix
case: ED plea
rejected, court
says no shortcut

Bengaluru: Rejecting a plea by
the Enforcement Directorate for
splitting of trial ina money laun-
dering case linked to the 2005
Devas  Multimedia-Antrix
Corporation fraud case, a special
courtinBengaluru has pulled up
the agency for seeking a “short-
cut” without serious efforts to
serve summons on the accused.

The ED hasfailed toserve sum-
monsonaUS-based CEO of Devas
Multimedia, Ramachandran
Vishwanathan, and a US sub-
sidiary, Devas Multimedia
America Incorporated.

Despite a gap of three years
since the filing of chargesheet, the
ED has reported that it has not
been able to serve summons on
two accused who are in the US,
resulting in the stalling of the trial.

“If every case is split up
merely because it is difficult to
serve the accused it would lead
to multiplicity of proceedings,”
the court said while rejecting the
plea on Thursday. ENS

CONSTRUCTION OF JHARKHAND HC NEW BUILDING

Irregularities: Action on 14 govt
engineers, firm’s contract ended

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THREE YEARS after Jharkhand’s
Building Construction
Department had told the High
Courtand the Assembly thatit will
take action against “culprits” for
“irregularities” in construction of
the new High Court building, the
department on Friday acted
against 14 current and former
government engineers.

Secretary, Building
Construction Department, Sunil
Kumar told The Sunday Express
that they have terminated the
contract of 'Ram Kripal Singh
Construction Private Limited'
from the construction projectand
floated a fresh tender to complete
the work remaining.

Kumar said: “We have sus-
pended eight government engi-
neers, initiated department in-
quiry against three engineers and
issued a show-cause (notice) to
three retired engineers. The irreg-
ularities pertains to not adhering
tothedetailed projectreport sub-
mitted for construction of the
High Courtbuilding and construc-
tion of certain parts of the build-
ing, which was not required.”

The latter, he explained, re-

Soren govt launched ACB
probe last year to look into
‘financial irregularities’.

sulted in “expenditure in un-
planned construction”.

Attempts to contact Ram
Kripal Singh Constructions did not
elicit response. Two cellphone
numbers listed on the company
website was found switched off.
Anon-site supervisor of the com-
pany in Begusarai, Bihar, said he
did not know about the construc-
tion project in Ranchi.

The same company has also
constructed the Jharkhand
Stadium and the new Assembly
building.

The project was initiated un-
der the Raghubar Das govern-
ment and the construction com-
pany had won the bid.

The government had initially
said that an administrative ap-
proval of Rs 365 crore was given

for construction of the new HC
building. Later, the tender was
awarded to Ram Kripal Singh
Constructions for Rs 265 crore, re-
ducing the bid by Rs 100 crore.
Later, in revised estimates, the
contractor increased its amount
toRs 697 crore.

However, Sunil Kumar said,
“we had only given administrative
approval for an additional Rs 100
crore (not 432 crore to make it Rs
697 crore). We (have) also termi-
nated the contract of Ram Kripal
Singh Constructions. We floated
another tender for completion of
the remaining work; the bidding
process for that ended on
September 24."

Last year, the Hemant Soren
government launched a probe by
the Anti-Corruption Bureau to
lookinto alleged financial irregu-
laritiesin construction of both the
Assembly building and the ongo-
ing work of Jharkhand HC's new
building.

In2018,under the then BJP-led
government, Arup Chatterjee, the
MLA from Nirsa, had asked in the
House whether the revised tech-
nical approval amount for the
construction of new HC building
wasRs 697 crore. As per Assembly
records, the Building Construction
Department replied in affirmative.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath at a ‘Janata
Darshan’ in Gorakhpur on Saturday. Express

UP CM says Moplah
rebellion ‘planned
genocide’ of Hindus

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath Saturday
claimed that the 1921 Moplah
rebellion of Kerala was a planned
genocide of Hindus by “jihadiel-
ements”. He said as India cele-
brates the 75th year of inde-
pendence, it was a time to reflect
on “liberating humanity from
Jihadi thought” and ensuring
that the “Malabar genocide” is
not repeated.

Adityanath was addressing a
discussion organised by the RSS-
affiliated magazine Panchjanya
on the Moplah rebellion.

“This is an occasion of deep
reflection and discussion. We
have to think how we can liber-
ate humanity from Jihadi
thought. How we create an en-
vironment so that Malabar
genocide is not repeated. For this
allIndians have to come together
with determination,”
Adityanath, whois seeking a sec-
ond term as UP CM in the forth-
coming elections, said.

He said India was remem-
bering the sacrifices of its free-
dom fighters in the 75th year of
independence. “It is important
at this time also to understand
our history in right perspective.
A nation that does not know its
history, cannot protect its geog-
raphy,” he said.

Detailing the 1921 incident,
Adityanath said, “A 100 years ago,
in Kerala’s Moplah, the state’s
Jihadi elements had massacred
thousands of Hindus. This geno-
cide continued for several daysin
a planned manner. According to
one estimate, more than 10,000
Hindus were Kkilled brutally.
Thousands of mothers and sis-
ters were assaulted. Several tem-
ples were destroyed.”

The UP CM said unfortu-
nately, to hide this “massive
genocide”, several names were
coined and asked if it was carried
out because Hindus refused to
convert.

“Some people called it anger
in the Muslim community due
to failure of the Khilafat move-
ment. Some people called it the
Moplah rebellion. These people
say that the landlords there were
exploiting Muslims. If it was only
about landlords then why did so
many common Hindus get
killed? Just because they refused
to convert? The truth is those
who have written history from
the prism of leftism and pseudo-
secularism held up the policy of
appeasement. This effort was
supported by parties who en-
gage in votebank politics,”
Adityanath said.

The Moplah rebellion has
been described by historians and
scholars as a peasant uprising
against the British and the Hindu
landlords patronised by them. In
1971, the Government of Kerala]
officially recognised the active
participants in the events as
"freedom fighters".

However, the Sangh parivar
has contested this articulation
and is currently running a cam-
paign toretell the story from the
perspective of targeted killing of
Hindus. Pranjya Pravah, an RSS
think tank, has demanded for a
“genocide memorial” to com-
memorate the Moplah rebellion.
It has also organised an exhibi-
tion on “100 years of 1921
Malabar Hindu Genocide” at
Rajiv Chowk.

According to reports, a com-
mittee formed by the Indian
Council of Historical Research
(ICHR) is considering removing
387 names associated with the
rebellion from the list of freedom
fighters.

‘Kaka’ is still alive, CM
Baghel tells supporters
in Singh Deo’s presence

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RAIPUR, SEPTEMBER 25

AMID UNCERTAINTY over
whether Chhattisgarh would see
a leadership change, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Saturday said "Kaka" is still alive.

Health minister TS Singh
Deo, his rival in state Congress,
was present on the stage.

Baghel sometimes refers to
himself as 'kaka’ — a local term
for uncle — of the youth and chil-
drenin the state.

Addressing a function organ-
ised by the state unit of Indian
Pharmacists Association on
World Pharmacists Day, he said
Chhattisgarhis rich in medicinal
plants, and his government will
support those who want to man-
ufacture medicines using them.

When some people from the
gathering shouted “Bhupesh
kaka zindabad,” a smiling Baghel
responded, “Kaka abhi zinda hai
(uncle is still alive)," eliciting

laughter from the crowd.

Avideo clip of Baghel's one-
line remark was widely shared
by his supporters on social me-
dia. The CM himself posted the
clip on his Twitter and Facebook
accounts with the caption "Kaka
abhi zinda hai".

Addressing the programme,
Singh Deo praised Baghel for
dealing with demands of all de-
partments, including Health,
with sensitivity. Chhattisgarh
hasemerged asamodel state on
many fronts under Baghel's lead-
ership, he said.

Later, asked by reporters
about the so-called power-shar-
ing formula under which he and
Baghel were supposed to be CM
for two and a half years each,
Singh Deo said the issue will be
resolved soon.

“This question comes up
everywhere. I believe it will be
resolved soon.... There is somuch
curiosity that only one question
is asked at every press confer-
ence," he said.

For dam-rehabilitated villagers in Odisha, a three-decade fight for a name

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
KORAPUT, SEPTEMBER 25

ASIGNBOARD at a narrow devia-
tion from the Koraput-Kotpad
road leads to a village of 500 peo-
ple around two kilometers away.

Its residents were all rehabili-
tated here in 1988 after the Upper
Kolab Dam in Odisha’s Koraput
district, constructed in 1976 over
the Kolab river, submerged their
ancestral homes.

Its name changes depending
onwhoyouask.Itis Colony 6inof-
ficial records, Baikunthapurif you
go by its residents, and Camp 6 in

local parlance. The signboard bears
outthis confusion, carrying the last
two names in English and Odia.

"When we moved here ini-
tially we were told that we were
being moved to camps. Then
eventually when we got official
documents like our Aadhar cards,
itsaid welived in colonies. But we
are still identified as residents of
camps,” says resident Gangai
Burudi.

Thisisagrievance one hearsin
multiple dam rehabilitation
campsin the district — they never
got an official name for decades.

In 2018, the residents of
Colonies 5,6 and 7 — three of the

five villages without an official
name — decided to act. Between
April and May, they put up boards
declaring ‘Santoshpur,’
‘Baikunthapur’ and
‘Purshottampur’ at the entrance
tothese villages. These are also the
names that now appear in some
of their postal addresses.
Baikunthapurand Santoshpur fall
under Batasuna gram panchayat
while Purushottampur falls under
SB Nuagaan GP.

The names, however, are yet
to be officially added in land and
revenue records.

Back in 1988, each affected
family was given 3 acres of land for

Baikunthapur is yet to be added in land, revenue records.

constructinga house and farming,
and Rs 14,000 as compensation.
After 2000, these camps started

getting basic facilities such as
drinking water, electricity, schools
and anganwadi centres.

Butthelackof anofficial name
still rankles.

“This keeps reminding us of
beingdisplaced from ourownan-
cestral village where we grew up.
It does not help us feel settled,”
says Burudi.

Over 3,000 families from 57
villages were displaced by the
Kolab Dam project. About 52 per
cent of the affected people are
Paraja tribes and 17 per cent are
Dalits, according to a study by the
South Orissa Voluntary Action,an
NGO in Koraput.

Tehsildar Janardhan Dalai said:
"Some of the villages have changed
their names voluntarily but that is

New Delhi

notlegally acceptable. They arestill
registered as Colony 6,7 etc, as per
revenuerecords.But these hamlets
canapproach us for changing their
names.Nosuchchangeisin process
atthe moment fromourend,”.
InCamp4A, witha population
of 603, Kuma Muduli says resi-
dents have held consultations
with block-level officers but tono
avail. "We initiate the dialogue
with one official and by the time
the papers are to be processed a
new official comes in and we are
back to zero. Villagers also keep
getting anxious that they would
have to go through so many pro-
cedures all over again. But we are

still at it and we would want to
change the name of our village,
not just ourselves but officially as
well,” Muduli says.

Harihar Nayak (60) from
Colony 7 says, "Whenyouare up-
rooted and moved to another lo-
cation, there are a lot of things in
mind to begin with, a lot of basic
facilities. But eventually one re-
alises that we have been reduced
to camps and colonies. A person
anywhere in the world derives his
or heridentity from the place they
come from. We come from a
camp. Our Aadhaar says we livein
colony number 7. It feels like we
donotbelong here."
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The Prime Minister and the
Home Minister should
deprecate talk of jihad, love or
narcotic. They should also
comment on the seizure of
3,000 kg of heroin. These are
issues that have serious
consequences for the internal
security and social harmony
of the country

Mischievous and Fake Crusades

[ READ a page from history. The
Crusades were religious wars that began
toward the end of the 11th century. The
wars are believed to have been fought
between 1095 and 1291. History records
that they were organised by European
Christians, with the support of the Latin
Church, to check the spread of Islam, roll
back Muslim expansion (in Palestine,
Syria, Egypt) and take back the Holy Land
in the eastern Mediterranean.

The wars were waged a thousand
years after Jesus Christ and 450 years af-
ter Prophet Muhammad. Both preached
monotheism. Both were inspired by
Abraham and Moses. Among Muslims,
they are Ibrahim and Musa. Along with
Judaism, the three faiths are called
Abrahamic religions. Therefore, the jus-
tification for the wars is inexplicable.
Despite the wars, Christianity and Islam
have survived to this day with millions
of followers; most are tolerant and
peaceful, some are warriors. Europe is
largely Christian; Palestine, Syria, Egypt
and some other territories over which
the wars were fought are predominantly
Muslim nations.

The moral of the story is that no reli-
gion or religious group can vanquish an-
other.

‘WHAT 1S JIHAD?

Yet, the word jihad is in currency.
Jihad, inIslam, according to Britannica, is
a meritorious struggle or effort, prima-
rily the human struggle to promote what

isright and to prevent what is wrong. In
modern times, however, it has become
a synonym for violent campaigns.

Love jihad was a monster invented by
the Hindu radical right to terrorise young
men and women. Narcotic jihad is the
new monster, and it pains me and mil-
lions of Indians that an ordained bishop,
Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt of Pala,
should be its author. While ‘love’ and
‘narcotics’ are real, to attach the word ji-
had to love (a natural human emotion)
and to narcotics (an analgesia and anad-
dictive drug) reveals warped thinking.

The intention is clear. It is to provoke
distrust and communal conflict between
followers of a religion (Hinduism or
Christianity) on the one hand and Islam
on the other. Islam is the ‘other’ and
Muslims are the ‘other’ people to fanat-
ics. Asecular nation must stamp out such
fanaticism whether it is expressed in
words or deeds or through subtle means
of discrimination.

NoO EVIDENCE

There is no evidence thatIslam s ‘ex-
pansionist’ in India. The PEW survey,
published in June 2021, has blown away
many myths and falsehoods. The reli-
gious composition of India has been rea-
sonably stable between 1951 and 2011.
There is a slight increase in the propor-
tion of Muslims because of migration
and because the fertility rate among
Muslims, though it has fallen sharply
from 4.4 (1992) to 2.6 (2015), is slightly

more than the fertility rate among
Hindus and other religious groups. Yet,
even by 2050, Hindus will constitute an
overwhelming 77 per cent (1,300 mil-
lion) of the population. Among the re-
spondents in the PEW survey, 81.6 per
cent said they were raised as Hindu and
81.7 per cent currently identify as Hindu;
2.3 per cent said they were raised as
Christian and 2.6 per cent currently iden-
tify as Christian. Mass conversion to
Islamisalie.

There is no surprise in the Hindu rad-
ical right springing to the support of the
Bishop of Pala. Both target the ‘other’,
meaning the Muslims. We must remem-
ber that there have been occasions when
the Hindu radical right has treated the
Christians as ‘other’. The ‘othering’ of any
section of the people is unacceptable.

My SCHOOL
EXPERIENCE

I studied in a school run by Christian
missionaries. The overwhelming major-
ity of pupils were Hindus from all sec-
tions of society. There was a small num-
ber of Christians and a sprinkling of
Muslims. Each class was divided into
many sections, but there was a Class
Leader, chosen by the Headmaster, the
legendary Kuruvilla Jacob. In the five
years thatIstudied from Class VIto Class
X, the Class Leader was A K Moosa, a
jovial, friendly but average student. In
Class XI, the final year, the Class Leader

automatically became the School Pupil
Leader. The Headmaster wanted a stu-
dent who was tall and impressive and
who could speak English fluently at
school functions and at the Annual Day.
Who did he choose? Lo and behold, he
nominated Mr Haroon Mohammed!
None of the students, and certainly not
the Hindu or Christian pupils, thought
that something unusual had been done.
The word ‘appeasement’ was totally un-
familiar to us.

[ am glad that the Chief Minister, Mr
Pinarayi Vijayan, has read theriotact to the
Bishop.lamgladder that the Leader of the
Opposition, Mr V D Satheesan, has sup-
ported the Chief Minister's statement that
the government will be "unsparing against
those who propagate such false theories™.

Those who talk mischievously about
narcotic jihad should ponder over the
unprecedented haul of 3,000 kg of
heroin (that is three tonnes!) seized by
the authorities when it was attempted
to be ‘imported’ through a port in
Gujarat. I can say with authority that no
one would have dared to ‘import’ such
a humongous quantity unless he/she (a
couple — not Muslims — have been ap-
prehended) enjoyed official patronage
at a fairly high level.

The Prime Minister and the Home
Minister should deprecate talk of jihad,
love or narcotic. They should also com-
menton the seizure of 3,000 kg of heroin.
These are issues that have serious con-
sequences for the internal security and
social harmony of the country.

E

inside A
TRACK & t.-zef A
COOMIKAPOOR % =

b

N

KEEPING HIM WAITING

Narendra Modi recently showered praises
on Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath at a function in Aligarh.
However, the CM has been unable to go
ahead with his plans to induct new minis-
ters in his Cabinet such as Jitin Prasada and
Sanjay Nishad, before the Assembly elec-
tions next year. By the year-end, any
Cabinet changes will be problematic since
it will be too close to the February polls.
Interestingly, though Amit Shah normally
goes into overdrive when an important
Assembly election is due, as in West
Bengal, Shahis gearing up for the UP cam-
paignata leisurely pace.

OFF WITH THEIR HEADS

It came as a shock to other B]JP-ruled
states that Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani, along with his entire Cabinet, was
replaced a fortnight ago with a first-time
MLA, Bhupendra Patel. But it came as no
surprise to the people of Gujarat who
have seen such off-with-all-heads purges
in the past under Narendra Modi. Such
complete overhauls are seen as a way of
softening an anti-incumbency mood just
before an election. It has happened earlier
in several local self-government bodies
in Surat and Saurashtra. The BJP leader-
ship was conscious of the unpopularity
of the Rupani government. The reason
why the complete change of guard in
Gujarat went off with barely a whimper,
despite discontent among some commu-
nities like the Koli Patels, is because of C
R Paatil, the BJP state chief. The former
police constable and close aide of
Narendra Modi, who worked with Amit
Shahin the 2019 poll, has a tight grip over
the state, even though he is not a Gujarati
but a Maharashtrian.

COMMON FOE

Amarinder Singh and the late Arun Jaitley
may have fought a bitter parliamentary
election against each other in Amritsar in
2014, but they remained friends. They
were united in their dislike of a common
enemy, Navjot Singh Sidhu. Jaitley believed
that Sidhu and his politician-wife, Navjot
Kaur, sabotaged his Amritsar campaign.
He ensured that the Sidhus were thrown
out of the BJP. When Sidhu joined the
Congress, Singh turned to Jaitley for ad-

vice. The latter warned that Sidhu would
undermine him. The Captain was so en-
raged by Sidhu’s entry into the Congress
that he even contemplated floating his
own political party if he could tie up with
the BJP.The plan never fructified since the
BJP stuck with the Akalis.

OFFER OR BANTER

Itis a debatable whether Rajya Sabha MP
Ambika Soni was seriously offered the
Punjab chief ministership or if the sug-
gestion was made as light-hearted ban-
ter by Rahul Gandhi at a meeting of
Punjab legislators. Gandhi was respond-
ing to Soni’s stout rejection of a proposal
to make Sunil Jakhar the chief minister,
on the grounds that he is not a Sikh. At
78, Soni may be five months younger
than Captain Amarinder Singh, but was
in no position to take over as chief min-
ister. In fact, in August 2019, she had writ-
ten to Sonia Gandhi, saying she would
like to step down from active politics, but
received no reply. Although she is no
longer general secretary, Soni is utilised
by the party high command to counter
her contemporaries and old colleagues
such as Ghulam Nabi Azad, Kapil Sibal
and Manish Tewari, who are part of the
G-23 dissidents.

INTERPRETING WORDS

Nitin Gadkari is known for his refresh-
ing candour and humour. This month,
he delivered a speech to Rajasthan leg-
islators on ‘Parliamentary System and
People’s Expectations’, which created a
buzz. Politics, Gadkari noted, should not
be about individuals and power but ad-
hering to a particular party and its phi-
losophy. When he was BJP president,
Gadkari remarked, he found most politi-
cians were unhappy. MLAs wanted to be
ministers, while ministers aspired to be
chief minister and chief ministers lived
in constant fear that they would be axed.
Reciting a poem by Sharad Joshi, Gadkari
observed that people not performing
well in the state were transferred to
Delhi, when they failed in Delhi, they
were made governors, and when found
inadequate as governors, they were ap-
pointed ambassadors. There was much
laughter from the audience. The next
day, the media interpreted the speech in
various ways. Some saw it as a reference
to Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot, whose
position post Amarinder Singh’s depar-
ture, is shaky, others suggested he was
pointing a finger at his own party.
Gadkari, however, clarifies that he was
speaking in general terms about power
politics and feels the media was uneth-
ical to give their own individual spins to
his words.
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Cong cracks and the old
fissures of Punjabi Suba

HISTORY PULSATED with life again dur-
ing the recent political turmoil in Punjab,
as leaders of the ruling Congress fought
for power. A party spokesperson an-
nounced that a Sikh should be the Chief
Minister, forcing the Congress to backtrack
on plans to name. By evening, a Scheduled
Caste had been appointed as the CM. The
entire history of Punjab was reversed.

This issue was at the centre of politics
during the Punjabi Suba movement in the
mid-Sixties and the basis of the political
combat between the Congress leadership
claiming to speak for “secular national-
ism” and the Akali leadership seeking Sikh
predominance ina “reorganised Punjab”.
The question arises: what s the long-term
significance of these discriminatory pub-
lic pronouncements on peace, harmony,
and parliamentary democracy in Punjab?

Punjab has seen a number of up-
heavals. Both the Partition that led to the
division of Punjab in 1947 and the Punjabi
Suba movement which led to its reorgan-
isation have lessons for contemporary
politics. However, despite the Partition
killing thousands and leaving about 13
million displaced, the political leadership
did not make any efforts to bring about a
closure. Instead, they continued to give
expression to the pre-Partition politics of
identity, intermeshed with religion.

In December 1953, the Government
of India appointed the States
Reorganisation Commission. In an inter-
action with the then Chief Minister Bhim
Sen Sachar on January 21, 1955, asked
whether he wanted a land where the
Sikhs would dominate, Master Tara Singh,
the prominent Akali leader, stated, “This is
exactly whatIhave in mind.” It might have
called for a separate province on linguis-
tic and cultural basis, but at the popular
level, the Shiromani Akali Dal tended to
mix religion with language.

The same year as Master Tara Singh'’s
statement, the Akalis launched a non-vi-
olent agitation for a Punjabi Suba. The
States Reorganisation Commission —
given the recent past of Partition along re-
ligious lines — maintained that Punjabi
was not sufficiently distinct from Hindi
and the demand for a Punjabi-speaking
state was a disguise for a religion-based
Sikh state. This stand was condemned as
discrimination against the Sikhs, as all the
other 14 official languages (at the time)
had a state of their own.

In response, a parallel agitation for

i

Amarinder Singh, Akali leader Parkash Badal at Tara Singh Memorial College,
Ludhiana, in 1983. Tara Singh was among stalwarts of Sikh state demand. Archives

Hindi was launched, which advocated a
‘Maha Punjab’ irrespective of language.

The increasing strength of the Akali
Dal alarmed the Congress leadership, and
in 1956, the two parties reached an un-
derstanding. A regional plan was con-
ceived, and was accepted by the Akalis at
a meeting on September 30, 1956. The
new state was to be divided into “Punjabi-
speaking” and “Hindi-speaking” regions,
and as such, two regional committees
with MLAs belonging to the respective re-
gions were to be constituted.

However, this formula could not be
implemented as Partap Singh Kairon, the
then CM of Punjab, while speaking in the
Punjab Assembly, laid emphasis on a
zonal scheme, whereby Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Delhi and
Rajasthan were to be made into one zone,
with the regional committees not carry-
ing much weight. The Akalis walked out of
the arrangement and did not contest the
second general election of 1957.Soon, the
Punjabi Suba agitation was back on track.

The Congress fought the 1962 general
election as a referendum on the Punjabi
Suba issue, a challenge which was ac-
cepted by the Akali Dal. However, not only
did the Akalis lose, they won only 19 of
154 seats, losing even in Punjabi-speak-
ing areas. Already discredited due to the
failure of the earlier agreement, Master
Tara Singh was held responsible for this
defeat. A split in the Akali Dal followed.

Finally, the state was reorganised ona
linguistic basis in September 1966. This
coincided with the start of the Green

Revolution, marking another turn in the
state’s history. The Green Revolution em-
powered the Sikh Jat peasantry, but made
its gap with the trading classes wider —
even seeing a shift in political discourse
from the political deprivation of ‘minori-
ties’ to economic discrimination.
Therefore, while the demand for a sepa-
rate Sikh state could not find expression,
greater state autonomy became an issue
due to emerging agrarian interests.

Inthe 1980s, the demand took the shape
of call for a monolith Sikh State. What fol-
lowed was the agitation for Khalistan, and
the darkest phase of Punjab’s history.

In the years since, even parties which
historically articulated the language ques-
tion along communal lines have shifted
stance. For instance, the Akali Dal-BJP in
their Common Minimum Programme
(1997) asserted, “Punjabi being our
mother tongue is the State language of
Punjab. Every Punjabi is proud of the rich-
ness of Punjabi language and culture.” It
was asserted that the non-acceptance of
demands of Punjab would be anti-Punjabi
rather than anti-Sikh alone.

Now, in the churning within the
Congress, politics seems to be again go-
ing back to the harking of monolith cate-
gories like Sikhs, Hindus and the
Scheduled Castes. However, it may not
succeed. Punjab’s history shows it has no
space for mobilisation of exclusivities.

The writer is Director, Institute for
Development and Communication,
Chandigarh
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AZIZASARWARI |
-

ABOUT 10 days ago, my mother went out
of our home for the first time since the
Taliban took over our province. She did-
n't want to, but she had no choice. The gro-
ceries were over and my father was notin
town to go out. Since women are not al-
lowed without a male escort, she took my
younger brother with her. She kept pray-
ing no one would hit her for being out
without her husband. That night, when I
spoke to her, I felt so sorry for her because
herelam, in India, with every imaginable
freedom, and for my mother, even a visit
to the market is fraught with fear.

[ belong to Lal wa Sarjangal district of
Ghor province, which is mainly populated

‘What future do I have in Afghanistan nowr”

by the Hazara community. We are four
brothers and two sisters, | am the youngest.
My eldest brother is studying abroad on a
scholarshipand soaml, in Pune. My younger
sister,a school teacher, was supposed to get
out this year, but we don’t know what will
happen, now that flights are truncated.

I must have been a year old when the
Taliban were driven out of Afghanistan, so
[ have never seen them in action. | have
heard stories, from my mother, teachers
and other women — of the hardships they
had to face. They said it was as if the
Taliban hate the existence of women.

Growing up, life was hard since we
didn’t have the kind of facilities you all
have here. The terrain is tough, we had just
one government school and it was a tem-
porary structure with mats on the ground.
Education up to Class 5 was in Persian and

“Here I am, in India, with
every imaginable freedom,
and for my mother, even a
visit to the market is fraught
with fear of the Taliban”

while English was one of the subjects later
on, I didn’t study it because we couldn’t
find an English teacher.

Our society has always been a tradi-
tional one and we were required to wear
the hijab; I have worn it since [ was nine.
We were not allowed to talk to boys and if
we were caught talking to them, there
would be ‘severe consequences’.

But at least there was some freedom. I
could goto school, evenif it was just a girl's
school. I could study what I wanted to. [

could go to the market on weekends with
my mother and sister, without a male es-
cort. Most importantly, there was no fear.
After my Class 12, I went to Kabul to
study. It was there that heard aboutand ap-
plied for the ICCR (Indian Council of Cultural
Relations)scholarships. And then, I came to
India. After my Bachelor’s in Business
Administration, I joined the MBA course in
Pune University. I learnt English here. India
feels so much freer than Afghanistan.
This time, the Taliban say they are dif-
ferent, that they will allow women to work
and study, but the truth is, nowomanis go-
ing out to work or study. In the initial days
of the Taliban takeover, their soldiers went
house to house, searching for women.
That's when my family sent my sister to my
uncle’s house because his village is remote.
Only a few of my friends in Kabul are

going to college. Those who do say class-
rooms are now segregated spaces. Worse,
women have to wear the Taliban-pre-
scribed niqab. We would cover up earlier
too, but have you ever experienced the
nigab? You cannot see your own waist,
you trip and fall. It is so suffocating... you
cannot breathe.

As of now, life has come to a standstill
in my home country. [ was hoping to re-
turn to Afghanistan after graduating but
what future do I have there now? I don’t
know if,and when, I can ever return to my
home country and touch my mother’s
face. Now [ only see her on video calls.

Azizais a 22-year-old first-year student of
MBA at the University of Pune

(As told to Alifiya Khan)
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Time to
speak for
liberalism

THE WORLD has changed since the Prime
Minister of India last made an important
foreign visit. The pandemic grounded him.
In that time political leaders changed and
the man whom Narendra Modi endorsed
when he last visited the United Statesis no
longer President. With Donald Trump there
was a friendship so special that Modi said
at ‘Howdy! Modi’ in Houston, ‘Ab ki baar,
Trump sarkaar’. Then, holding hands, the
two men took what looked like a victory
lap. Six monthslater, even as Covid had be-
gun to spread, there was another vast gath-
ering, for Trump in Gujarat, at which the
American President and his family were
treated like royalty. Then Trump lost.

The man who won instead has indi-
cated more than once that he sees the
world as divided into autocracies and
democracies. In his speech to the UN
General Assembly last week, President
Biden said that he did not want a new Cold
War to start but that he fully intended to
stand on the side of democracy. If this hap-
pens, the world could become a place in
which democratic rights are as valued as
economic and military strength.

When our Prime Minister met Vice
President Kamala Harris, she also talked
of the importance of democracy, although
this part of her speech was played down
by Indian government spokesmen. It is
silly for them to have done this because
the other things that Modi would have
talked to with the new leaders of the
United States were obvious. Jihadi terror-
ism, Afghanistan, climate change and
Covid would naturally have been dis-
cussed. But should the Indian Prime
Minister worry about this new emphasis
ondemocracy? He should. This is because
the ‘new India’ that he speaks of with the
pride of its creator, is being seen as an ‘illib-
eral democracy’ that punishes dissidence.
Sometimes brutally.

When the Prime Minister returns home
he would do well to spend an afternoon
with his media team and find out why it is
only ‘friendly’ journalists that get to meet
him. And, why newspapers like Dainik
Bhaskar and news portals like
Newslaundry and NewsClick have beenre-
cently subjected to tax raids. He should also
ask the Home Minister why so many dissi-
dents have spent monthsinjail simply be-
cause they were arrested under preventive
detention laws that do not require specific
charges before an arrest is made. Bail has
beenrepeatedly opposed by his officials on
grounds that the courts have begun to
question. No country that treats dissidents
and political opponents this way counts as
aliberal democracy.

The word ‘liberal’ is used as a term of
abuse so often these days by Modi’s devo-
tees on social media that it is time for us lib-
erals to stand up and speak out. Modi’s fol-
lowers appear to have limited political
understanding. So, they usually use
‘liberandus and lefties’ in the same vituper-
ative sentence. They appear not to have no-
ticed that there are liberals, like your
columnist, who are politically conservative
and economically way, way on the right.
My point is that if India is to avoid ending
up in the autocracies corner, liberals need
tomake theirvoice heard louder than they
have in the past seven years. We need to
speakout against the brutal suppression of
dissent in the ‘new India’. In that old India
in which Indians of my age grew up, tax
raids were usually reserved for business-
men, movie stars and political opponents.
But a high degree of dissidence was per-
mitted as long as you did not pickupa gun
to make your point.

Democratic freedoms include not just
the freedom to speak and dissent but the
freedom to worship. In the ‘new India’ this
is becoming difficult because gangs of
thugs have started wandering about our
cities seeking out helpless Muslims and or-
dering them to say ‘Jai Shri Ram’ or risk be-
ing beaten within an inch of their lives.
Sometimes they are beaten up evenas they
say ‘Jai Shri Ram’ in voices trembling with
fear. The police look the other way in states
governed by the BJP, but when arrests are
made, the thugs are nearly always found to
be linked to the Prime Minister’s alma
mater. The RSS does not ever admit that
they encourage young Hindus to fight
against Muslims but there has never been
any attempt to deny that the Bajrang Dal is
one of the Sangh Parivar’s uglier spawns.

Indian reporters who travelled to the
United States to cover Modi’s visit appear to
think that one of the greatest achievements
has been India’s inclusion in the Quad.
Some foreign policy ‘experts’ have actually
boasted about this asa major triumph since
Pakistan has not been included in this
group. What they forget is that the Quadis
agrouping of democratic countries that has
been formed specifically to challenge au-
tocratic China’s maligninfluence that sadly
continues to grow and spread.

India’s credentials for being in the Quad
may be many, but possibly the most im-
portant among these is that we remain a
democracy. It is time for liberals to stand
up and speak out to ensure that we remain
notjustademocracy but the liberal democ-
racy that we have always been. Every right
guaranteed to us by our Constitution needs
to be defended publicly against ‘national-
ists’ who make it very clear that they see
liberal democracy as a nuisance.
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At the once stark Jallianwalla Bagh
complex, nationalist numbers
now blare over loudspeakers.
Photographs by Rana Simranjit Singh

A LETTER FROM
AMRITSAR

PUNJAB
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~Sri Harmandir Sahib '
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INAMRITSAR, the onus is on the mask-wearer
to explain herself. Inside the Golden Temple
complex, where covering your head is manda-
tory, and enforced strictly, you scarcely spot a
person with a mask. At the Temple, it is easy
for anxieties — including Covid fears amid a
still raging pandemic — to be soothed by the
unchanged rhythms of piety.

As always, the blue of the holy sarovar
opens up to the skies above, the Harmandir
Sahibstill stands bathed in calming white and
gold. The devotees and tourists remain unhur-
ried and patient as they complete the
parikrama and wait in long queues for darshan,
and everything and everyone is touched by the
grace of the gurbani. It was, itis,a place to hope
for the better and suspend disbelief.

Butoutside, lies a city thatis changing, one
that sounds more disconnected to its past
moorings, more anxious and despairing —and
more accusing.

In Amritsar, the taxi driver, who is also a
farmer, looks out of the window with a fur-
rowed brow at the possibility of clouds and in-
forms you that rain at this time will not be good
news for the paddy crop. He has gone to Singhu
border “two-three times”, and his brother
makes the trip to the site of the farmers’ agita-
tion more regularly. “How many Gujaratis join
the Indian Army?”, catching your eye in the
rearview mirror, he asks challengingly.

That Punjab’s contribution to keeping India
safe and fed is not acknowledged by the rest of
the country, especially under the Narendra
Modi-led Centre —is the oft-echoed grouse in
acity intimately tied to the village.

Dark speculation about Punjab’s two main
political rivals being hand in glove behind the
people’s back festers alongside grim rumour
about the Centre wanting to impose
President’s Rule. The latter rumbling is now
encouraged by the roiling of the numbers’
game in Chandigarh with the change of chief
minister ahead of next year’s Assembly polls.

The heavily Bollywood-inspired drum-
beats and war cries of the daily beating retreat
ceremony at the Attari-Wagah border have re-
sumed after a Covid-induced break. They now
find a kindred echo at a sombre memorial in
the centre of the walled city.

Atthe newly renovated Jallianwalla Bagh
complex, the starkness has been broken by
the throb of nationalist numbers that play
on loudspeakers.

Sound, colour, mural, landscaping have
been added to the enclosed ground where
General Dyer’s troops fired at Indians protest-
ingagainst the Rowlatt Actin 1919, killing hun-
dreds. Anexithasbeenadded, too,atadistance
from the narrow lane that was, at the time of
the massacre, the only point of entry and exit
— it breaks the oppressive sense of being
closed-in that the empathic visitor could par-
take of, even if fleetingly.

“Bureaucracy views everything that is
memorialised as something to be celebrated.
Sensitivity to place, memory in the right con-
text, is missing,” says Prof Sarbjot Singh Behl,
head of the Architecture Department at Guru

~ Echoes in a walled city

Amid the recent political upheaval in Punjab, VANDITA MISHRA travels to Amritsar, the
state’s political, religious and cultural hub, and sees — in the queues outside IELTS coaching centres,
in the farmer protests, in suspicions about the political class, in the renovated Jallianwalla Bagh —
the slow slipping away of an older city. What it is being replaced with, no one is really sure

With Captain no longer CM, it remains to be seen if Bargari sacrilege will be an election issue; in Amritsar, the young continue to line up at IELTS coaching centres

Nanak Dev University (GNDU). The glass that
hasbeen used, ostensibly to give a better view
of the Martyrs’ Well, interferes with a direct
connection, he says. “As a child, | remember
peering into that well.. Amuseum could have
been added toits surroundings, withoutinter-
fering with the main space. Space is sacrosanct,
space is memory.”

Amritsar has suffered the loss of memory
before. The circumference around the Golden
Temple was demolished in the late'80s, for the
Galiara project, citing security considerations,
afallout of Operation Blue Star. It was the old-
est layer of the city.

Now the slow slipping away of an older
Amritsar, more scarred but also more gracious,
may go unlamented. “I organised a lecture,
there were 150 students of architecture in that
hall, none of them had gone to the renovated
Jallianwalla Bagh,” says Professor Behl.

“Idon’t want to go there now,” says Satpal
Danish, painter and photographer, whose
grandfather did some of the frescowork on the
main dome of Darbar Sahib, and whose uncle
was martyred at Jallianwalla Bagh, a young
man of 17. “He had gone there with his father,
his body was found the next day... Uss mitti
mein shaheedi ki mehak nahin hai (that soil is
no longer redolent of martyrdom),” he says.

The generation that narrated the stories of
Partition, and about Lahore, Amritsar’s twin
city, is fading. “Our elders were connected to
Pakistan. We have heard from our fathers and
mothers, our fathers and mothers in-law,
about the journeys they made. I got goose-
bumps when I took some students on an ex-
change programme to Pakistan about 15 years
ago... The next generation will not have those
storytellers or stories,” says Amandeep Bal, pro-
fessor of history at GNDU.

Outside the Partition Museum in the his-
toric Town Hall building, full of poignant, care-
fully documented frames of people buffeted
by nations, Baldeep Kaur,a UPSC aspirant, who
is visiting from Jalandhar, says: “How will
change come if people like me go abroad? My
family wants me to go, but I have this keeda
(stubborn streak), | want to stay.”

Anyone with an ear to the ground in
Amritsar will tell you that Baldeep’s voice risks
being drowned out by the thumping chorus of
the leavers.

The young continue to line up at the IELTS

coaching centres — passing the International
English Language Testing System is necessary
for students who want to go abroad for study;,
work or migration. The sprawl of the IELTS in-
dustry points to an older Punjabi wanderlust,
awill to make a better life, and higher aspira-
tions in the state of the Green Revolution.

But it also points to something less robust
—avote of no-confidence in a state where the
successes of the Green Revolutionalsolaid the
ground for complacency and lack of political
vision; and where, together with the decade
lost to terrorism, they contribute to present-
day absences in a state lagging behind in in-
dustrialisation and the dotcom revolution.

Matrimonial ads mirror a desperation
to leave, and also a reversal of the dowry
trend. As hard-working

up a repair workshop in Toronto. “My father
has aworkshop here. Butyou go out, he says.”

Meet the parents in different settings in
Amritsar, and it’s the same story, over and
over again. In a group of businesswomen at
aneventorganised by FICCIFloin a plush ho-
tel, many have stories of breaking a glass ceil-
ing, but no one wants their children to stay in
Punjab. Because “there is no industry, no
jobs”. Because “expectations are high, and
also the frustration”. Because “l am married
to a broad-minded man, but my daughter
may not be so lucky”.

The continuing exodus of the young has ac-
centuated the crisis of the classroom — “we
would get at least 100 applications for the 30-
odd seats in the Master’s programme in his-

tory, but now anyone who

daughters overtake spoilt The farm protest is applies gets in”, says
sons in academic achieve- : : Professor Bal. Very few of her
ment, the greater demand gat}}er_lng unto itself colleaguesin GNDU have not
is for the bride who clears  anxieties and sent their own children
the[ELTSand sponsorsthe  jpgecurities borne of ~— abroad,shesays.
groom — all expenses paid . 1 . A group of businessmen
by his family. Pun]ab s other crises sitting at the city’s well-
The bride’s family dic-  __]5¢ck of industrial known Giani tea stall after
tates the terms: “Jat Sikh ladki their morning walk, count
jisda Canada da visa aaya dEVEIOPment; low out the reasons for pes-
hoiya layee... ghatto-ghat 10 quality education, simism: “Price rise, unem-
kille waale ladke di lorh... . ployment, drugs, electricity
saara kharcha mundeyaan  YAMPant corruption  prices noindustry, socialin-
wallon (For a Jat Sikh girl, or missing jObS security”. Once a bustling

Canada-bound, needed a
boy with at least 10 acres of
land, all expenditure to be borne by the boy’s
side).”“Vyaah pakka(marriage assured)” some
ads also promise — to assuage growing fears
about contract weddings.

Another trend, many say, may be catching
onintownandvillage. Earlier, sons and daugh-
ters who went abroad sent money back to re-
build homes into grand residences with
columns and chandeliers. Less and less so.
Now, families speak of selling land, and wind-
ing up businesses, to join their children on for-
eign shores.

Outside KPC Academy, an IELTS coaching
centre in the upscale market complex on
Amritsar’s Ranjit Avenue, Talwinder, 24, and
Simranjit Kaur, 23, are waiting for their morn-
ing class to begin.

Simranjit has done B.Com and wants a
business of her own. “There is no freedom, no
opportunity here. I want to go to Brampton, [
want my own restaurants and stores.”
Talwinder,a mechanical engineer, wants to set

trading centre, Amritsar has
been steadily losing its in-
dustry, including the textiles it was famous for,
to other states. There are no signs of IT hubs
coming this way either, they say.

You can almost touch the fear: If the chil-
dren don’t go abroad, they will fall into drugs,
become “vela” or wastrels.

In conversations across the city, people cast
the onus of bringing the farmers’ agitation toan
end firmly on the Centre. The Centre, or PM
Narendra Modi, is widely seen as, if not out-
rightly anti-Punjab, insensitive and obstinate.

Itisalsoclear that what started outasa pop-
ular opposition to the Centre’s three farm laws,
pushed through amid a pandemic, without
consultation with stakeholders or parliamen-
tary debate, is becoming more amorphous.

The movement has rallied farmers who
have hardly any security or safety nets, and
who fear being abandoned to the greed of

large corporates. It has united students,
traders, professionals, homemakers and oth-
ers, who are emphatic in their support for
the farmers’ cause.

Butitis also gathering unto itself anxieties
and insecurities borne of Punjab’s other crises
— be it lack of industrial development, low
quality education, rampant corruption or miss-
ing jobs. It is invoking past traditions of Sikh
valour and resistance against Mughals,
Afghans and the British.

It is being led by farm union leaders who
speak in many voices on the endgame.

At the district office of the Jamhoori Kisan
Sabha, part of the 32 outfits that make the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha (SKM), and affiliated
to the Communist Party Marxist (Punjab),
Ratan Singh Ajnala, vice president, acknowl-
edgesthe challenges of amovement that goes
onforsolong: “Spontaneous mobilisation has
reduced, people’s attention will be diverted by
the election campaign. Now we have to do
more meetings and announcements in vil-
lages... We also have to steer our sangathan
away from the fanatics.” The prime goal is re-
peal of the “black laws”. And then, “to defeat
the BJP". “Even if the BJP repeals the laws, the
country is not safe in its hands,” he says.

About 25 km from Amritsar, Satnam Singh
Pannu, who leads the Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh Committee, whichisactive and has
a following in the Majha area, says: “We have
a separate stage, but we coordinate with the
SKM.” Pannu'’s outfit was accused by other
unions of breaking ranks and moving to the
Red Forton January 26, the day the movement
lapsed into violence.

“For us, all parties are the same. Our fight
is against the system, and the big corporate.
Evenif the laws are repealed, kheti ka sankat
(agriculture crisis) will remain, and a kheti
neeti(farm policy) will need to be fought for,”
he says.

Lives have been lost in the course of this
movement; the investment of sentiment, en-
ergy, time and resources only grows; and any-
one who negotiates acompromise risks being
called “gaddar (traitor)”. “The agitation has
gone beyond the three laws, anew leadership
of peasants has come to the fore. I see a new
beginning,” says Prof ]S Sekhon, former prof of
political science, GNDU.

In village Jahangir, on Amritsar’s edge, a
group of elderly farmers who have gathered
inthe pind disath (village commons)talk of the
trips that continue, one tractor goes every 15
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days as one comes back, from the village to
Tikri and Singhu.

“Istayed at Tikri foramonth,” says Mukhtar
Singh. “My daughter-in-law and grandson,
who are abroad, call me and say: ‘Go bapu, go
to Tikri',” Tirlok Singh says. “If you sleep now,
your land will go. Whatelse is there, what will
remain, they say.”

Anelectionis coming to Punjab, along with
the winter. Itis early days yet, but take a straw
poll in Amritsar, and the incident of be-adabi
(sacrilege) at Bargari is a prominent issue.

An act of sacrilege was reported in 2015
from Burj Jawahar Singh Wala village near
Bargari town in district Faridkot, followed by
police firing on protesters in Kotkapura and
Behbal Kalan, in which two protesters were
killed. Arrests were made,a main accused was
killed in prison, many got bail. In popular per-
ception, justice has not been done — because
of alleged collusion between the Badals, who
were in power when the desecration and po-
lice firing took place, and Captain Amarinder
Singh, who formed the next government.

Now that Captain is no longer CM, it re-
mains to be seen if the Bargari issue will have
assalienta place in the election that will come.
This will also be the first Assembly election af-
ter the farmers’ movement began, in a bi-po-
lar polity made three-cornered by the AAP’s
performance in 2017.

This time, the Congress’s appointment of
aScheduled Caste CM, Charanjit Singh Channi,
afirstin the state, could also create a new po-
litical fact on the ground. Or not.

“Dharam pyaarayadharaapyaara/dharam
naalon dharaa pyaara”. Is faction more dear
than faith/ faction is more dear than faith —
that Punjabi folk saying may point to a larger
reality of politics in Punjab.

The “dharaa” or faction is seen to matter
moreina political culture in which the edge is
taken off caste and community differences by
the gurus’ egalitarian message and philosophy.

If you belong to a “dharaa”, you are pro-
tected from “dhakka” or being pushed around
by the powerful, and get your problems at-
tended to — not if you stay non-aligned.
Dharaas are entrenched in every village, they
have along life of their own.

People may sympathise with the farm-
ers, but they will vote according to the dharaa
they have aligned themselves to in their vil-
lage, that gives them protection and patron-
age — that is the hope of the Punjab politi-
cian, conspicuously sidelined by the farmers’
mobilisation in the state. “On farmers, people
may be united, but otherwise, it will be po-
litical division as usual,” a senior Akali politi-
cian in Chandigarh says.

After the exit of Amarinder Singh as chief
minister, Amritsar’s Navjot Singh Sidhu has
taken centrestage. For now, Sidhuis seenas the
power behind the new CM Charanyjit Singh
Channi. Even Congress politicians who earlier
professed allegiance to Captain, now speak of
Sidhu’s vote-catching potential, allegedly cap-
tured in a Prashant Kishor survey.

Why Sidhu? A senior minister in the outgo-
ing Amarinder Singh cabinet describes alarger
predicament: “A party needs to invest in peo-
ple, not surveys. Punjab seriously lacks talent
in the political class.”

The problem also lies in the nature of
party decision-making, he says. “An MLA
needs at least two years’ work to win an elec-
tion — getting things done for constituents,
making an appearance on occasions that
matter to them. But tickets are distributed
with only days to go before the election. This
then leads the party, gasping for breath, to
look for the wonder weapon.”

Is Sidhu the solution to the problem, or its
symptom? There are no answers yet, only this
question in Amritsar.



14

THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, SEPTEMBER 26,2021

ECcoONOM

CrUDE WATCH
OIL AT HIGHEST IN ALMOST 3 YEARS

New York: Oil prices rose for a third week in a row to a near three-
year high on Friday. Brent futures rose 84 cents, or 1.1 per cent, to
settle at $78.09 a barrel, while US West Texas Intermediate crude
rose 68 cents, or 0.9 per cent, to settle at $73.98. REUTERS
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PROCESS SLOW IN SOME STATES

Land record digitisation:

Report stat

of implementation, Centre tells banks

SUNNY VERMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE GOVERNMENT has sought
from banks the status regarding
digitisation of land records and
online creation of equitable mort-
gage thatwould helpin faster dis-
bursement of agriculture loans.
The Finance Ministry hasbeen
nudging states to digitise land
records and notify all districts for
the purpose of creating online
mortgage charge. While several
states have already implemented
these measures, the Central gov-
ernment is pushing for the online
facility to direct credit flow in dis-
tricts that are yet toroll it out.
“States including Karnataka,
Rajasthan, Kerala, UP, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana have fully digitised
their land record, enabling banks

PoLicy WATCH
GOVT EXPENDITURE

TOBETTER AGRI CREDIT FLOW, REDUCE FRAUDS

M A government official
said Karnataka, Rajasthan,
Kerala, UP, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana have fully
digitised their land record,
enabling banks to create
online bank charge on land
records and helpingin
better credit delivery

M In addition to helping in
credit growth in agriculture
and MSME sectors, land
record digitisation and
online creation of bank
charge also helpsin
reducing instances of
frauds, accordingtoa
senior banker with a public
sector lender

to create online bank charge on
land records. This helps in better
credit delivery. But several states,
and districts in some states such
asMaharashtra, are yet to fully im-
plement this. We are in discus-
sions with banks to effectively im-
plement this for ensuring smooth
flow of credit to the farmers,” a
government official said.

SUNNY VERMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

WITH GOVERNMENT rev-
enues picking up as the eco-
nomic recovery gains strength,
the Finance Ministry on Friday
removed expenditure curbs
thatwere imposed on various
ministries for the July-
September quarter. As a cash
management exercise, the
Centre had earlier asked vari-
ous ministries and depart-
ments (in category B) to “re-
strict the overall expenditure
within 20 per cent of BE 2020-
21 in Quarter 2 (July to
September, 2021)". This re-
striction has been withdrawn.

The change

The government did not
impose any spending restric-
tions on the ministries of
health, rural development,
railways, agriculture, MSME
(micro,smalland mediumen-
terprises) — which are in the
Category A specified by the
Finance Ministry. Expenditure
curbs were imposed on de-
mands/appropriations related
toministries and departments
such as civil aviation, home,
labour, mines, power; telecom
and post, consumer affairs,
fisheries, revenue, economic
affairs, financial services and
heavy industries, among oth-
ers, in Category B. The Centre
has now removed the restric-
tion on limiting the expendi-
ture to 20 per cent of Budget
Estimates (BE) 2020-21 in
July-September quarter. Mini-
stries and departments are
now allowed to spend as per
their approved monthly and
quarterly expenditure plan.

Reason for removing curbs

Cash management:
Cause, impact

of spending curb
removal by FinMin

Ministries and
departmentsin
category Bhad been
asked to “restrict
overall expenditure
within 20% of BE
2020-21 in Quarter2”

The curbs have been re-
moved as government tax rev-
enues picked up. Gross goods
and services tax (GST) collec-
tions in August (for sales in
July) crossed the Rs 1-lakh
crore mark. The August collec-
tionsatRs 1,12,020 crore were
29.6 per cent higher than in
August 2020. In the last 11
months, GST collections have
consistently remained overRs
1lakh crore, exceptinJune (for
sales in May). The second
wave wasalso the mostbrutal
in April-May. The gross direct
tax collections for FY22 were
atRs 6,45,679 crore, againstRs
4,39,242 crore (ason Septem-
ber 22) in the corresponding
period of the preceding fiscal,
a47 per cent growth. The gross
collection (as on September
22)inFY22 hasrisen 16.75 per
cent over FY20, when the
numberwasRs5,53,063 crore.

Likely impact

As economic recovery
picks up, the government has
abetter handle onits finances
and revenues. Moreover,
spending by the government,
especially capital expenditure,
isneeded to sustain the recov-
ery. For instance, industrial
output rose by 11.5 per cent
thisJuly,againsta 10.5 per cent

contraction in July 2020.
Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

—— BRIEFLY —
AirIndia bids

Srinagar: Civil Aviation Mini-
ster Jyotiraditya Scindia said
technical bids for privatisa-
tion-bound Air India were
being analysed before the fi-
nancial bids are opened.

IndiGo promoters

New Delhi: The London
Court of International
Arbitration has given the fi-
nal arbitration award in the
matter related to the spat
between IndiGo promoters.

HDFC sharesale

New Delhi: HDFC said it has
sold a part of the shares, in-
voked by it of Ansal Housing,
torecover its dues. PTI

In a circular to banks in
January, the Finance Ministry had
asked lenders tofinalised “modal-
ities for entry of loan/charges
against parcel of land to facilitate
linking land record databases with
banks and financial institutions.”

A senior banker with a public
sector bank said that the govern-
ment held discussions with the

lenders in August where it was
emphasised that the remaining
districts should also be notified for
the purpose of online charge on
land parcels for sanction of loans.

Indistricts which have not yet
been notified for creation of mort-
gage charge by the banks, farmers
have to approach lenders in dis-
tricts where this facility is avail-
able, leading todelays in sanctions
and disbursements of credit.

“Apart from helping in credit
growth in agriculture and MSME
sectors, land record digitisation
and online creation of bank charge
also helpsinreducinginstances of
frauds,” the banker said.

In the Union Budget 2021-22,
the government has raised the
target for agricultural credit toRs
16.5 lakh crore, from Rs 15 lakh
crore in 2020-21, with greater fo-
cus on lending to animal hus-
bandry, dairy and fisheries. In the

year 2019-20, against the total
agriculture credit disbursement
target of Rs 13.50 lakh crore, ac-
tual disbursement was Rs 13.93
lakh crore, according to data from
the Finance Ministry.

As per Reserve Bank of India
guidelines on priority sector lend-
ing, banks have to extend 40 per
cent of ANBC (adjusted net nank
credit) for total priority sector ad-
vances. The priority sector ad-
vances comprise 18 per cent of
ANBC for agriculture sector and 8
per cent is kept for the small and
marginal farmers.

To boost credit flow to the
farm sector, the government pro-
vides interest subvention reduc-
ing the rate for short term crop
loans up toRs 3 lakh to 7 per cent.
For farmers whorepay ontime,an
additional incentive of 3 per cent
is given, reducing their rate of in-
terest to4 per cent.

CHARGING TECH: APPLE’S PROPRIETARY CONNECTOR UNDER SPOT

p USB-Cfor all: Why EU
wants same port across

electronic devices

AVAILABLE CHARGER PORTS
i Vi
i -11 [} o 5 (1]

USB-CCABLE LIGHTENING CABLE MICRO USB CABLE
Supported devices: Most ~ Supported devices: Supported devices: Older
new Android phones, iPhones, mostiPads, most  Android phones, tablets &
tablets, portable speakers,  iPods, some wireless power banks, speakers,
some iPads and some headphones handheld videogame
MacBooKs (Source: Samsung) (Source: Apple) consoles (Source: Samsung)

BOUNCE BACK FROM COVID

‘FMCG, retail industry showing
resilience to grow and evolve’

FMCG companies should redefine channels to create a
digital ecosystem to reach end-consumers and focus more

HIGHER VALUE CREATION:
The FMCG (fast moving
consumer goods) and retail
industry is exhibiting “resilience”

togrow and evolve in ways that
create more value in the future for
the entire chain and bounced
back from the second Covid wave

FLEXIBLE, SUSTAINABLE
INITIATIVES:

Companies are consciously
identifying blind spots across
their operations toincorporate
flexible and sustainable
initiatives as anintegral piece of
their business model

GROWTHFOR
E-COMMERCE:
E-Commerce will continue to
grow faster in some categories,
suchas cosmetics, baby care,
and wellness

NEW MODELS:

New models suchas 020
(online-to-offline), social
commerce, subscription
services, EBOs, will havea
sizable share of the retail pie

Growth prospects for mom-and-pop stores: Growth in evolved mom-and-pop stores (called evolved
GT) will be fuelled by technology adoption, digitisation, and urbanisation Source: Deloitte & FICCI/PTI

To curb shortage, govt
eases re-export timeline
of containers by 3 mths

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

IN AN attempt to ease the con-
tainer shortage being felt by ex-
porters, the government on Satur-
day announced a three-month
extension for re-export of contain-
erswithout attracting import duty
to prevent export of empty con-
tainers. Ordinarily, containers kept
inthe country beyond six months
are subject to import duty to pro-
mote faster turnaround. However,
the rule was seen as an incentive
for the export of empty contain-
ers to avoid the duty even as
Indian exporters deal with high
freight rates and delays due tolow
availability of empty containers.
"As a temporary measure to
improve containers available
presently for export of container-
ised cargo and with the aim of
promoting export of laden marine
containers, the CBIC (Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs) hasissued a guidance to
field offices to extend this period
by 3 months," a government re-
lease said. The exemptionis avail-
able in cases where the expiry of
the initial six-month period is on
or before March 31,2022 and the

Forex reserves slip
on slump in currency
assets, down $1.4 bn

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE COUNTRY’S foreign ex-
change reserves declined by
$1.47 billion to $639.642 billion
in the week ended September 17,
RBIdata showed on Friday. In the
previous week ended
September 10, the reserves had
dipped by $1.34 billion to
$641.113 billion.

During the reporting week
ended September 17, 2021, the
drop in the forex kitty was
mainly onaccountof adeclinein
the foreign currency assets

(FCAs), a major component of
the overall reserves. FCAs
slumped by $892 million to
$577.986 billion, weekly data by
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
showed.

Gold reserves were down by
$567 million to $37.103 billionin
the reporting week, as per the
data. The special drawing rights
(SDRs) with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) declined
by $4 million to $19.434 billion.

The country’s reserve posi-
tion with the IMF also decreased
by $8 million to $5.119 billion in
the reporting week, the data
showed.

Aadhaar
authentication
for GST refund

New Delhi: The government
has made Aadhaar authenti-
cation of taxpayers manda-
tory for claiming GST refund.
The CBIC has amended GST
rules bringing in various anti-
evasion measures, including
disbursal of GST refunds only
inthe bankaccount, whichis
linked with same PAN on
which GST registration has
been obtained. PTI

containers are re-exported in a
laden condition.

The release noted that the ex-
isting policy was creating "a per-
verse incentive among shipping
lines to export empty containers
to evade duty payment on con-
tainers which are lying empty."

Exporters had approached the
Centre to restrict outward ship-
ment of empty containers from
Indian ports, with empty contain-
ers fetching a premium in the
global market as exportersaround
the world deal with the shortage.

CBDT notifies
‘safe harbour’
rates for
transfer pricing

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THETAX department has notified
the ‘safe harbour’ rates for FY21 for
calculation of transfer pricing by
foreign companies in India.
Generally, safe harbouris defined
ascircumstances in which the tax
authority shall accept the transfer
price declared by the taxpayer to
be atarm’s length.

The Central Board of Direct
Taxes, via a notification, has ex-
tended the applicability of Safe
Harbour Rules (SHR) to 2020-21.

As per the notification, the
rates under SHR applicable from
2016-17 to 2018-19, and later ex-
tended to 2019-20, will continue
toapply for 2020-21 as well.

Transfer pricing implies the
prices at which various overseas
divisions of a company transact
with each other. Following inter-
national best practice, India intro-
duced the concept of SHR in
Finance Act 2009.

Post that, the first round of
SHR provisions were introduced
in August 2013 for a period of
three years, followed by arevision
in 2017 in the SHR which was ap-
plicable till 2019-20.

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE EUROPEAN Commission
has proposed a plan to har-
monise charging ports and fast
charging technology for elec-
tronic devices — something that
could force OEMs to adopt a sin-
gle technology for most of their
devices. The executive arm of
the European Union (EU) has
proposed that USB Type-C will
be the common port, and this
move is expected to hit iPhone
maker Apple the most given
that it uses its proprietary
Lightening connector for
iPhones and most iPads.

What exactly is the
proposal?

The European Commission
has proposed USB-C to be the
common charging port to allow
consumers to charge their de-
vices with the same USB-C
charger, regardless of the device
brand. It is also un-
bundling the sale of
charger from the
sale of electronic de-
vice to limit the
number of “un-
wanted chargers”
purchased or left
unused.

Once the proposal is
through, original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs) will
have to provide the common
standardised port for devices
such as smartphones, tablets,
cameras, headphones, portable
speakers and handheld video-
game consoles.

The proposal, however, only
covers wired chargers and ex-
cludes wireless charging from
its ambit, meaning that only if a
device uses a cable to be
charged will it need to have a
USB-C port. In case the device is
only to be charged wirelessly,
there is no compulsion to have
aUSB-C port in the device.

Moreover, the proposal to
harmonise fast charging tech-
nology could address the con-
cern with USB-C chargers,
where a number of users have
experienced their devices going
kaput because of mismatch in
the input power being provided
and the output power that the
devices can handle.

EXPLAINED

Why has the EU brought in
this proposal?
The European Commission

WPP settles with US SEC charges
of bribery, other FCPA violations

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE WORLD'S largest advertis-
ing group WPP plc will pay more
than $19 million to the US mar-
kets watchdog SEC to settle
charges of various violations, in-
cluding that of bribing of Indian
government officials by one of its
subsidiaries in return for adver-
tising contracts.

Issuing an order after accept-
ing WPP's offer to settle the mat-
ter, the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) said the
bribery scheme took place at a
WPP’s majority-owned sub-
sidiary in India, which through
intermediaries paid asmuchasa

The US SEC said the bribery scheme took place ata
WPP’s majority-owned subsidiary in India, which
through intermediaries paid as much as a million
dollars in bribes to Indian officials to obtain and
retain government business

million dollarsin bribes to Indian
officials to obtain and retain gov-
ernment business.

“As a result of the bribery
schemes at India subsidiary, WPP
was unjustly enriched by
$5,669,596,” the watchdog said
inan order issued on Friday.

Further, it noted that WPP
benefited from other illicit
schemes at its subsidiaries in
China, Brazil and Peru.

The SEC said that without ad-
mitting or denying its findings,
WPP agreed to cease and desist
from committing violations of
the anti-bribery, books and
records, and internal accounting
controls provisions of the Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA). It
will pay $10.1 million in disgorge-
ment, $1.1 million in prejudg-
ment interest, and an $8 million
penalty.

New Delhi

has said that on average, con-
sumers in the EU own around
three mobile phone chargers, of
which they use two on a regu-
lar basis. Despite this, 38 per
cent of consumers have re-
ported having experienced
problems at least once that they
could not charge their mobile
phone because available charg-
ers were incompatible. It added
that consumers spend approx-
imately €2.4 billion annually on
standalone chargers that do not
come with electronic devices.

In addition, disposed of and
unused chargers are estimated
to pile up to 11,000 tonnes of e-
waste every year.

Margrethe Vestager,
Executive Vice-President for a
Europe fit for the Digital Age,
said: “European consumers
were frustrated long enough
about incompatible chargers
piling up in their drawers. We
gave industry plenty of time to
come up with their own solu-
tions, now time is ripe for leg-
islative action for a
common charger.
This is an important
win for our con-
sumers and envi-
ronment, and in line
with our green and
. digital ambitions.”
How does the USB-C port
stack up against Apple’s
Lightening connector?

The Lightening connector
was introduced in 2012, two
years before the USB-C stan-
dards were finalised and at the
time, the other primary means
of device charging was the
microUSB port, which was sig-
nificantly inferior to the
Lightening connector in terms
of durability, power and ease of
use. Some of these concerns
with the microUSB were ad-
dressed in the USB-C connec-
tors when they were intro-
duced in 2014.

However, the Lightening
connectors continued to have
some durability advantages
over the USB-C cable. For in-
stance, the connector tabs on
the Lightening chargers were
placed on the cable itself, in-
stead of being placed on the de-
vice. Because of this, in case of
any malfunction of the connec-
tor tab, the consumer would
simply need to replace the ca-
ble. In case of the USB-C proto-
col, the connector tabs are pro-
vided in the device ports,

meaning any malfunction of
these tabs would require re-
placement of the port.

Also, Lightening connectors
are slimmer than USB-C con-
nectors allowing Apple to build
significantly slimmer devices.

The USB-C port also carries
some advantages to it, one of
which is its ability to handle
higher power. The Lightening
cable is known to have handled
up to 18 W of power output, but
since there are only a limited
number of devices that use the
Lightening cable to get charged,
the output handling is restricted
by what the devices can handle,
as opposed to what the cable it-
self can. USB-C, on the other
hand, is designed to handle up
to 100 W of power output, mak-
ing it more ubiquitous for the
entire device ecosystem, in-
cluding heavier products such
as laptops.

What could be the impact of
the proposal?

The European Commission’s
proposal will now need to be
adopted by the European
Parliament and the European
Council by ordinary legislative
procedure, and a transition pe-
riod of 24 months from the date
of adoption will give the indus-
try time to adapt before the en-
try into application.

According to Reuters, Apple
said in a statement that it dis-
agreed with the proposal. “We
remain concerned that strict
regulation mandating just one
type of connector stifles inno-
vation rather than encouraging
it, which in turn will harm con-
sumers in Europe and around
the world,” an Apple spokesper-
son told the news agency.

However, if passed, the new
rules could force Apple to intro-
duce USB-C ports onits devices.
Given the value that Apple de-
rives from uniformity in its pro-
duction lines for markets across
the globe, this could potentially
result in Apple devices being
changed for other jurisdictions
as well.

Itis noteworthy though that
over the years Apple itself has
been moving away from the
Lightening cable. It has already
introduced MacBooks and iPads
that use USB-C charging ports.

Also, it is rumoured that
Apple has been working on a
port-less iPhone that would be
exclusively charged using a
wireless charger.

Piaggio arm sets up first
EV facility in Chennai

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 25

PIAGGIO GROUP'S Indian sub-
sidiary Piaggio Vehicles Pvt Ltd has
setupits firstelectric vehicle (EV)
outletin Chennai, a first-of-its kind
facility in Tamil Nadu, the com-
pany said on Saturday.
Inaugurated by Minister for
Medical and Family Welfare of
Tamil Nadu, M A Subramanium,
the experience centre (EV show-
room)will allow customers toac-
cess Piaggio’s entire range of EV,
the Italy-based company said.
“We are happy to open our
first EV exclusive showroom in
Tamil Nadu at Chennai. Chennai
being a big metro and a major
business hub, inter-city trans-

portation business is one of the
major economicdrivers,” said Saju
Nair, EVPand head of commercial
vehicle business, Piaggio India.
After Chennai, the company
further looks to expand its EV
presence invarious other markets
inTamil Nadu, Nair added. Piaggio
had recently launchedits FXrange
(fixed battery)of EVsinboth cargo
and passenger segments. These
products will be available at the
Chennai outlet, the company said.
“With the TN government’s
focus on eco-friendly technolo-
gies,EV vehicles are going to be of
extreme importance in the future.
OurEV policy isdrawninorder to
facilitate multi-fold increase in
productionand infrastructure de-
velopment of electric vehicles,”
said Subramanium at the launch.
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Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez

USA

AOC apologises
forvoting
‘present’onlron

Dome funding

REPRESENTATIVE

ALEXANDRIA  Ocasio-
Cortez, Democrat of New
Yorkand the highest-profile
progressive in the House,
apologised on Friday to her
constituents for an abrupt
decision to pull back her
vote against providing $1
billion in new funding for
Israel’s Iron Dome missile
defence system, suggesting
she had done so after being
subjected to “hateful target-
ing” for opposingit. Ocasio-
Cortez, was one of two
members whovoted “pres-
ent” as the measure to help
Israel replace missile inter-
ceptors passed the House
Thursday onavote of 420to
9.She was seen weeping on
the House floor after she
switched her vote from “no”

to “present”. NYT
RUSSIA

Church of
Scientology
groups face ban
RUSSIADECLARED twoor-

ganisations linked to the
Church of Scientology “un

desirable” on Friday, paving
the way for the grouptobe
formally banned. The
Prosecutor General's Office
said the World Institute of
Scientology Enterprises
International and the
Church of Spiritual
Technology, which are
both based in California,
were “a threat to the secu-
rity of the Russian
Federation”. Russia has
banned more thanadozen
foreign groups under leg-
islation against undesirable
organisations, adopted in
2015. REUTERS

HONGKONG

Group behind
Tiananmen
vigil disbands

AHONG Kong group that
organises an annual vigil
on June 4 to remember
protesters killed in
China’s 1989 Tiananmen
Square crackdown will
disband, it said on
Saturday, after facing na-
tional security charges.
The democracy group is
the latest of dozens of
civil society bodies to fold
over the past year, froma
key trade union grouping
to the largest teachers'
union, after Beijing im-
posed a sweeping na-
tional security law in the
city. Avote on Saturday to
disband was supported
by 41 of its members with
four opposed. REUTERS

SWITZERLAND
Voterstodecide
onsame-sex

marriage

VOTERS IN Switzerland
will decide Sunday
whether to allow same-
sex marriagesin the Alpine
country, one of the few in
Western Europe where
gay and lesbian couples do
not already have the right
to wed. Switzerland has
authorised same-sex civil
partnerships since 2007.
The Swiss government,
which has endorsed the
“Marriage for All” referen-
dum, says passage would
put same-sex partners on
equal legal footing with
heterosexual couples by
allowing them to adopt
children together and to
sponsor a spouse for citi-
zenship. AP

US, Pak face each other on Afghan threats

Myanmar Wlll not address
world leaders at UN, but
Afghanistan envoy will

Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi meets
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken on the sidelines of the
UN General Assembly in New York on Thursday. AP

NOMAAN MERCHANT
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 25

THETALIBAN'S takeover of Kabul
has deepened the mutual distrust
between the US and Pakistan, two
putative allies who have tangled
over Afghanistan. But both sides
still need each other.

With the Biden administra-
tion looking for new ways to stop
terrorist threats in Afghanistan, it
will likely look again to Pakistan,
which remains critical to US in-
telligence and national security
because of its proximity to
Afghanistan and connections to
the Talibanleaders now in charge.

Over two decades of war,
American officials accused
Pakistan of playinga double game
by promising to fight terrorism
and cooperate with Washington
while cultivating the Taliban and
other extremist groups that at-
tacked US forces in Afghanistan.
Islamabad, meanwhile, pointed
to what it saw as failed promises

Several US states
to celebrate

Oct as Hindu
Heritage Month

SEEMAHAKHU KACHRU
HOUSTON, SEPTEMBER 25

SEVERAL US states, including
Texas, Florida, New Jersey, Ohio
and Massachusetts, have pro-
claimed October as Hindu
Heritage Month, noting that
Hinduism has “contributed
greatly” to America through its
unique history and heritage.

The proclamations came after
Hindu organisationsin the USan-
nounced an entire month of festi-
valsin October to be celebrated as
the Hindu Heritage Month.

The declarations issued re-
cently from the office of the gover-
nors of various states, congress-
men and Senators noted,
“Communities of the faith have
long served as beacons of hope,
sharing their beliefs and bettering
their communities through serv-
ice; improving and inspiring the
lives of thousands of followers
around the world. Hinduism has
contributed greatly to our state
and nation throughits unique his-
tory and heritage.”

Hindu groups in America are
now campaigning for the decla-
ration of a “Hindu Heritage
Month” by the US government.

“Hindu heritage and culture
are thousands of years old; it is
our duty to share it with the world
and pass it onto our next genera-
tions for them so that they take
pride in their roots,” said Sanjay
Kaul, vice president of the World
Hindu Council of America.

According to the organisers,
the celebrations will include cul-
tural programmes, fashion
shows, webinars, multi-day con-
ferences, walkathons and more.
These events will follow Covid
protocol and will be both in-per-
son, as well virtual. PTI

of a supportive government in
Kabul after the US drove the
Taliban from power following the
Sept. 11,2001, attacks as extrem-
ist groups took refuge in eastern
Afghanistan and launched deadly
attacks throughout Pakistan.

But the US wants Pakistani co-
operationin counterterrorismef-
forts and could seek permission
to fly surveillance flights into
Afghanistan or other intelligence
cooperation. And Pakistan wants
US military aid and good relations
withWashington, evenasitslead-
ers openly celebrate the Taliban’s
rise to power.

“Over the last 20 years,
Pakistan has been vital for various
logistics purposes for the US mil-
itary. What's really been troubling
is that, unfortunately, there has-
n'tbeenalotoftrust,” said USRep.
Raja Krishnamoorthi, an Illinois
Democrat whossits on the House
Intelligence Committee. “I think
the question is whether we can
getover that history to arrive ata
new understanding.” AP

MICHELLE NICHOLS
UNITEDNATIONS, SEPT 25

NO REPRESENTATIVE from
Myanmar is scheduled to address
the annual high-level UN General
Assembly, a UN spokesman said
on Friday,amid rival claims for the
country's UN seatin New York af-
ter a military coup ousted the
elected government.
Competing claims have also
been made on Afghanistan’s UN
seat after the Taliban seized
power last month. The ambassa-
dor for the ousted government is
set togive his speech on Monday.
“At this point, Myanmar is
not speaking,” UN spokesman
Stephane Dujarric said.
Myanmar’s current UN
Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun —ap-
pointed by Aung San Suu Kyi’s
elected government — had ini-
tially been expected toaddress the
General Assembly on Monday.
But diplomats said China,
Russia and the United States had
reached an understanding, where
Moscow and Beijing will not ob-
ject to Kyaw Moe Tun remaining
inMyanmar's UN seat for the mo-
mentaslongas he does not speak
during the high-level meeting.
“Iwithdrew from the speaker
list, and will not speak at this gen-
eral debate,” Kyaw Moe Tun said.
Dujarric said that “for now, the

TALIBANHANG BODY IN
AFGHANCITY SQUARE

Kabul: The Taliban hanged a
dead body from a crane
parked in a city square in
Afghanistan on Saturday in a
gruesome display that sig-
naled the hard-line group’sre-
turn to some of its brutal tac-
ticsof the past. Taliban officials
initially brought four bodies to
the central square in the city
of Herat, then moved three of
them to other parts of the city
for public display, said Wazir
Ahmad Seddiqi, who runs a
pharmacy at the square.
Taliban officials said the four
were caught taking partin a
kidnapping earlier Saturday
and were killed by police. AP

Afghanistan representative in-
scribed on the list for Monday is
Mr Ghulam M. Isaczai.” Isaczai is
the current UN ambassador, who
represents Afghanistan’s govern-
ment ousted by the Taliban.
Taliban Foreign Minister Amir
Khan Muttaqi on Monday asked
to address the gathering of world
leaders at the United Nations and
nominated the Islamist group’s
Doha-based spokesman Suhail
Shaheen as Afghanistan’s UN am-
bassador. REUTERS

AL-SHABAB ATTACK IN SOMALIA KiLis 8

Apolice officer keeps watch as medical workers arrive at the scene of a car bomb explosion
in Mogadishu on Saturday. A vehicle laden with explosives rammed into cars and trucks ata
checkpoint leading to the entrance of the Presidential Palace in Somalia, killing at least eight
people, police said. The al-Qaida-linked al-Shabab extremist group has claimed
responsibility. The group often carries out such attacks in the capital. Reuters

LA PALMA [SLAND
FLIGHTS CANCELLED DUE TO VOLCANIC ASH

Flights to and from the Spanish island of La Palma were cancelled Saturday because of an
ash doud spewing out of a volcano that has been erupting for a week. La Palma Airport op-
erator Aena said on Twitter that plane traffic was suspended “due to the accumulation of
ash”in the air. The company said other airports in the Canary Islands were still operational.
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END TO 3 YRS OF GEOPOLITICAL WRANGLING

Chinareleases Canadians
as it welcomes Huawei
executive’s return home

ROBGILLIES
TORONTO, SEPTEMBER 25

CHINA, THE US and Canada
completed a high-stakes pris-
oner swap Saturday with joyous
homecomings for two
Canadians held by China and for
an executive of Chinese global
communications giant Huawei
Technologies charged with
fraud, potentially bringing clo-
sure to a three-year feud that
embroiled the three countries.

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau hugged diplomat
Michael Kovrig and entrepre-
neur Michael Spavor on the tar-
mac after they landed in Calgary,
Alberta early Saturday. The men
were detained in China in Dec
2018, shortly after Canada ar-
rested Meng Wanzhou, Huawei
Technologies’ chief financial offi-
cer and the daughter of the com-
pany’s founder, on a US extradi-
tion request.

Many countries labelled
China’s action “hostage politics,”
while China accused Ottawa of
arbitrary detention.

“These two men have been
through an unbelievably difficult
ordeal. For the past 1,000 days,
they have shown strength, perse-
verance and grace and we are all
inspired by that,” Trudeau said.

Meng's return to China later
Saturday was carried live on state
TV, underscoring the degree to
which Beijing haslinked her case
with Chinese nationalism.

Wearing a red dress match-
ing the color of China’s flag,
Meng thanked the ruling

(Above) Meng Wanzhou, CFO
of Huawei, after reaching
Shenzhen city on Saturday.
(Left) Michael Spavor and
Michael Kovrig, who were
detained in China. Reuters

Unlikely to be signal of thaw in ties

THE SETTLEMENT of the
US case against the
Huawei CFO, and the
subsequent release by
China of two detained
Canadians cannot yet be seen
asathaw in the relations be-
tween Washington and Beijing,
experts say. Although Biden
and Xi talked on the phone
about the need to improve ties
that are at their worst point in
decades, itis felt that disagree-

EXPLAINED

ments over issues such
as humanrights, Hong
Kong and the South
®  (hinaSeaare unlikely to
be resolved without ma-
jor policy concessions. The set-
tlement in the Huawei CFO’s
case has reportedly come amid
uncertainty among US officials
about whether the extradition
case would go in their favour,
and may not even be an at-
tempt to mend ties.

Communist Party for supporting
her through more than 1,000
days in house arrest in
Vancouver, where she owns two
multimillion dollar mansions.
“I have finally returned to the

warm embrace of the mother-
land,” Meng said. “As an ordinary
Chinese citizen going through this
difficult time, I always felt the
warmth and concern of the party,
the nationand the people.” AP

China urges cartoon producers
to resist ‘unhealthy’ content

REUTERS
SHANGHAI, SEPTEMBER 25

CHINA’S BROADCASTING regu-
lator said it will encourage on-
line producers to create
“healthy” cartoons and clamp
down violent, vulgar or porno-
graphic content, as Beijing
steps up efforts to bring its
thriving entertainment indus-
try to heel.

The National Radio and
Television Administration said

Truck driver shortage UK set to ease visa rules

MICHAELHOLDEN
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 25

BRITAIN IS expected to announce
plans to issue temporary work
visas to truck drivers to ease an
acute labour shortage that has
led to fuel rationing at hundreds
of gas stations and long queues
to fill up — with pumps running
dry in some places.

Asretailers warned of signif-
icantdisruption in the run-up to
Christmas, Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s office said it was look-
ing at temporary measures to
address the shortage of heavy
goods vehicle (HGV)drivers.

Newspapers reported that
the government would allow up
to 5,000 foreign drivers into

Lorries parked in Cobham,
Britain. Reuters

Britain on short-term visas, a
measure that logistics companies
and retailers have demanded for
months but which the govern-
ment had previously ruled out.

The UK’s Road Haulage
Association (RHA) says Britain
needs 100,000 more drivers if it
is to meet demand.

Shortages of truckers have
been caused partly by Brexit and
Covid, which put a stop to driver
training for abouta year.

“We're looking at temporary
measures to avoid any immedi-
ate problems, but any measures
we introduce will be very strictly
time limited,” a spokeswoman
for Johnson’s Downing Street of-
fice said in a statement.

Downing Street declined to
give further details.

Ministers have cautioned
against panic buying, and oil
companies say there is no short-
age of supplies, merely problems
delivering the fuel to gas stations.

However, there were long
lines of vehicles at filling stations
as motorists rushed out tofill up,
and some forecourts closed as

their supplies ran out.

The issue came to the fore af-
ter BP said it had to close some
of its outlets due to the driver
shortages, with Shell and
ExxonMobil’s Esso also report-
ing problems with supplies.

EG Group, which runs 341
forecourts across Britain, said on
Friday it would impose a pur-
chase limit of 30 pounds ($41) per
customer for fuel due to the “un
precedented customer demand”.

“I regret what we're seeing at
the forecourt,” Huw Merriman,
chairman of parliament’s trans-
port committee, told BBC. “l was
out on my bike ... and came past
my BP garage and it was chaos. As
soonas the message getsout there
might be a fuel shortage, people
understandably react.” REUTERS

JAPAN EX-EMPEROR’S GRANDDAUGHTER’S WEDDING HAS BEEN DELAYED FOR YRS

Princess Mako to give up one-off payment for marriage

REUTERS
TOKYO, SEPTEMBER 25

JAPAN’S PRINCESS Mako is set
to forego a one-off million-dol-
lar payment for giving up her
royal status to wed a college
classmate, media said on
Saturday, clearing the way for a
marriage delayed for years by
controversy over her fiance.

The 29-year-old grand-daugh-
ter of then-Emperor Akihito and
her former college classmate, Kei
Komuro, announced their en-
gagementin 2017.

But the marriage was put off
after reports of a financial dis-
pute between Komuro’s

Princess Mako

Under Japan’s royal
succession law, female
members of the
imperial family lose
their status on
marrying commeoners

mother and her former fiance.

The government is set to
agree that the princess forego
the payment, worth up to 150
million yen ($1.35 million) for
royals giving up their status to
marry commoners, amid pub-
lic criticism over her fiance,
public broadcaster NHK and

others said.

NHK said the wedding date
may be announced in October.

Officials of the Imperial
Household Agency were notim-
mediately available to comment.

A Japanese broadcaster, an-
ticipating an imminent wed-
ding, recently tracked down
Komuro in New York. He was
shown sporting a ponytail, a de-
tail that has caused an uproar
among some Japanese users of
Twitter.

Media have said the couple
plan to live in the United States.
Under Japan’s males-only royal
succession law, female members
of the imperial family lose their
status on marrying commoners.

New Delhi

in an notice posted late on
Friday that children and young
people were the main audience
for cartoons, and qualified
agencies need to broadcast
content that “upholds truth,
goodness and beauty”.

China’s ruling Communist
Party has stepped up a campaign
toclean upits entertainmentin-
dustry in recent months, taking
action against “online idols” and
promising tougher penalties for
celebrities who engage inillegal
or unethical behaviour.

The campaigns have been
part of a wider effort to inter-
vene in all aspects of the coun-
try's culture and economy, with
the government also promising
to tackle inequality, soaring
property prices and profit-seek-
ing education institutions.

The Communist Party cele-
brated its centenary in July, and
President Xi Jinping marked the
occasion by promising to “en-
hance” the party’s powers and
strengthen the unity of the
Chinese people.

Neo-Nazis are still
on Facebook, and
are maklng money

ERIKAKINETZ
BRUSSELS, SEPTEMBER 25

IT'S THE premier martial arts
group in Europe for right-wing
extremists. German authorities
have twice banned their signa-
ture tournament. But Kampf der
Nibelungen, or Battle of the
Nibelungs, still thrives on
Facebook, where organisers
maintain multiple pages, as well
as on Instagram and YouTube,
which they use to spread their
ideology, draw in recruits and
make money through ticket
sales and branded merchandise.

The Battle of the Nibelungs —
areference toaclassic heroic epic
much loved by the Nazis —is one
of dozens of far-right groups that
continue to leverage mainstream
social media for profit, despite
Facebook’s and other platforms’
repeated pledges to purge them-
selves of extremism.

All told, there are at least 54
Facebook profiles belonging to 39
entities that the German govern-
mentand civil society groups have
flagged as extremist, according to
research shared with The
Associated Press by the Counter
Extremism Project, a non-profit
policy and advocacy group formed
tocombatextremism. The groups
have nearly 268,000 subscribers
and friends on Facebook alone.

CEP also found 39 related
Instagram profiles, 16 Twitter pro-
files and 34 YouTube channels,
which have gotten over 9.5 mil-
lion views. Nearly 60% of the pro-
files were explicitly aimed at mak-

Atafar-right protest in
Chemnitz, Germany. AP

ing money, displaying prominent
links to online shops or photos
promoting merchandise.

Click on the big blue “view
shop” button on the Erik & Sons
Facebook page and you can buy
aT-shirt that says, “My favourite
colour is white,” for 20 euros
($23). Deutsches Warenhaus of-
fers “Refugees not welcome”
stickers for just 2.50 euros ($3)
and Aryan Brotherhood tube
scarves with skull faces for 5.88
euros ($7). The Facebook feed of
OPOS Records promotes new
musicand merchandise, includ-
ing “True Aggression,” “Pride &
Dignity,” and “One Family” T-
shirts. The brand, which stands
for “One People One Struggle,”
also links to its online shop from
Twitter and Instagramme.

The people and organisations
in CEP's dataset areawho’s who of
Germany’s far-right music and
combat sports scenes. “They are
the ones whobuild the infrastruc-
ture where people meet, make
money, enjoy music and recruit,”
said Alexander Ritzmann, research
leader of CEP. “It's most likely not
the guysI've highlighted who will
commit violent crimes.” AP
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The COVID-19 pandemic has induced a
shift in the idea of urban living, prompting
many to leave cities and find peace in
smaller places or to return to the security
and skirmishes of their family homes

Shiny Varghese

AMA, chhi, chhi”
squealed two-year-old
Rudra. He was in a park
with his mother Neha
Dara, when he walked
into a puddle on a rainy
day. Dara, a travel writer who has spent most
of her working life trekking in the Himalayas
and exploring local markets in small towns,
was horrified. Not because of the slush on his
sandals, but his reaction. There had to be a bet-
ter way he could connect to the natural world.
“We initially moved from Delhi to
Chandigarh in 2017. But with the pandemic,
evenin the parks and forests of the city, we felt
ill at ease if people were not maintaining dis-
tance or wearing a mask. That's when we de-
cided to move to the hills. We rented a cottage
outside Rajgarh town in Himachal Pradesh’s
Sirmaur district, last October;,” says Dara, busi-
ness head at RoundGlass Sustain, a website on
wildlife conservation and biodiversity.
Moving cities is not new to a pandemic.
Mobility was ananswer to the plague evenin
the early 16th century. Young Tudor king
Henry VIII would often leave the neighbour-
hood, travelling a few

learning so much more, and that, for us, is
invaluable,” says Dara, 38.

While such a shift may seem to be anact of
privilege, relocation can also meanrelearning
how to negotiate space even within family
structures. Last year, after four years in the
Capital, comedian-anchor-writer Kabir Singh
Bhandari packed his bags for Kolkata, his
hometown. “I wasn’t in a full-time job any-
more and couldn’t afford rent for my 1BHKin
Lajpat Nagar. Moving in with my parents
seemed like the best option. The house had a
balcony, the air-conditioning worked, my
mother would enquire daily about what I
wanted for lunch and dinner. Then, slowly the
frictions began. First, it was a light  hadn’t
switched off or a fan that was running if Iwas
in the next room. It came to a point that I sat
downand told them thatIlove them too much
to be fighting over such issues. It wasn’t such
abigdeal, likeThadlet loose aserial killerin the
house,” says the 34-year-old. He is aware that
the arguments are a small price to pay for the
advantage of coming home to parents who
have no objection to supporting him. “Of
course, unlike in Delhi and Mumbai, where |
could bring my girlfriend home, here I can't,
but then I remind myself I've already broken
up, and it seems like everyone, including my
exes, are already married.

miles away, “essentially oo Onthe bright side, Kolkata
trying to outrun the spread still has the best kathi rolls
of infection”, says Euan A sense of in the country. But, end of
Roger, principal medieval . d the day, I gettospend time
records specialist at The community and a with my parents and it's
National Archives, the UK, . made merealise that there
inanonline lecture. “It was Creative eco- system are a lot of things in their
very much for the wealthy. lives I was oblivious to,”
You had to have a second seem to be amagnet says Bhandari.
home or a place to For music composer
stay in the countryside,” fOI‘ many WhO arc Azaan Khan, grandson of
says Roger. choosin Goa as a legendary sitar player
In early 2020, the pan- g Ustad Vilayat Khan, mov-
demic came with its pit stop... But, onthe ingtoGoa late last year
scythe to mow down L . came with its uncertain-
health, jobs, lives and liveli- ﬂ1p slde, realty prices ties. “When projects at
hoods.InJanuary this year, OddBird Theatre &
the Centre for Monitoring have soared Foundation (a collabora-
Indian Economy reported tive centre for the arts)
that in the services sector, ooe were put on hold in Delhi,

employment fell to 128 million in the quarter
of June 2020. Many chose to move to smaller
towns, away from high rents and hamster
cages of metro living, and the sight of migrant
workers walking home will forever be repre-
sentative of the pandemic’s hard economic
lessons. For many among the privileged,
though, it opened up doors to greener pas-
tures and was a sign to embrace more
thoughtful living. Bloomberg News (inareport
on April) called this global phenomenon an
“urban shuffle”. It was not really an urban ex-
odus. Most of these shifts have been within
the 300 km radius of a larger city.

For Rudra, this has meant finding moun-
tain trails, gaining confidence in climbing
slopes and being all right with mud on his san-
dals. “He’slearning that there are othersin the
world around him and that it’s important to
accommodate their needs as well. For in-
stance, in the winters, he knows we have to
return home by 5 pm because after that the
leopards come out. He turns three in a few
months, and if we were in the city, he’d be in
playschool learning his ABCs. But here, he’s

[ knew there was nothing to hold me back. I
am quite arecluse and the city never held any
charm. But, I had to look for work to pay my
bills. Thankfully, I found a few online teaching
assignments. ['ve realised conversations here
are different as well. In the cities, people can’t
stop talking about the money they make or
the cars they drive. The fear of the pandemic
isinherent.In Goa, people move on with their
lives and COVID-19 or vaccines never come
up in discussions. I'm told my latest album,
too, has more organic, tribal sounds. I take
more time to write my songs, as well,” he says.

He even convinced his father, sitar player
Ustad Shujaat Khan, and his mother Parveen
to move out of Delhi a few months ago. “For
my parents, it's meant long walks in the
forests, attending neighbourhood ceremonies
and filling their lungs with fresh air,” says
Khan, 32.

Asense of community and a creative eco-
system seem to be a magnet for many who
are choosing Goa as a pit stop. For Delhi-based
architect Verendra Wakhloo, 64, it was about
doing away with excesses. With the lockdown
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in March 2020, design projects were fewer
and the need to connect with the outdoors
grew. “While it's too early to write an obitu-
arytothecity, there is the need to find smaller
communities where people can anchor
meaningfully. [ carry a certain naivety about
life, and in Goa, my need to feel wondrous
finds a response in the bounty of nature. In
Benaulim, south Goa, where I've taken a
house, people are doing amazing things,

COURTESY:AZAANKHAN

TIME OUT

(Clockwise from left) Rudra in his hill home in
Himachal Pradesh; Vasudha and Sanjay
Sondhi at their estate; Parvada Bungalows in
Uttarakhand; Abhimanyu Sharma at home
in Goa; Azaan Khan

growing their own food, making things with
their hands, there seems to be a possibility of
holistic living, where you feel you don’t need
the city,” says Wakhloo.

Onthe other hand, with many people opt-
ing for Goa, its realty prices have soared.
Abhimanyu Sharma became aware of this
when he moved last year from Ahmedabad
to Siolim, north Goa, with his wife, Shreya.
“Property prices have skyrocketed and rents
are steep. Currently, in Siolim, for a 1,200-1,400
sq. ft two bedroom, you would pay nearly
Rs 40,000, but if you go deeper into Moira, you
could getit for Rs 25,000-30,000. When I lived
in Gurgaon, I was paying the same rent for a
bigger house. So, you can compare and then
you can't. Here in Goa, I don’t mind driving a
smaller car or having a cheaper phone, but it
pays off when I can sleep well at night, watch
the bamboo trees outside my window, or walk
down the beach,” says the 34-year-old.

New Delhi

Sharma, who works for a start-up as head
of emerging businesses, says that his terms
for work are non-negotiable now. He chooses
to continue in Goa and keeps his phone on
silent on weekends. “Earlier, you moved to the
city that gave you the best job. I feel
pre-COVID was far more materialistic, all that
mattered was how much money you made.
Then, when we saw our loved ones go, many
younger than us, we knew, it was life first. 'm
quite clear now, I want to put my life ahead of
my career,” says Sharma.

A sense of wonder and time slowing
down are what people have found in the re-
location. Just as Dara cherishes reading sto-
ries to Rudra at bedtime, as the sun sets
through the pine trees, for Khan, it is about
swimming in the ocean and eating off the
earth. “Goa’s masterplan has so far main-
tained a balanced arrangement of settlement,
orchard and agriculture. So, there is a river of
landscape that meanders between houses. In
a city, our sights are often stymied by the
boxes that surround us. In the countryside,
what you experience is the vastness and be-
fore that green expanse, you are reminded of
your mortality,” says Wakhloo.

For Vasudha Sondhi, 56, and Sanjay
Sondhi, 58, the pandemic offered a fresh start.
The couple had finished building a place in
Uttarakhand in 2018 and had imagined it as
a home. But work in Delhi kept them busy.
Their core business is to manage outsourced
sales and marketing for national tourism
boards and international hotels and destina-
tions. However, with the rise in COVID-19
cases last year, international business was in
the deep freeze. They chose to move to their
place in Parvada, a village barely 10 km away
from Mukteshwar. Sanjay, who always
wanted to farm, took over the plantation
across their three-acre estate, filling it with
apple, apricot, plum, peach, Rhododendron
and pear trees. Meanwhile, Vasudha put her
energies into training the local staff and fur-
nishing the homestay which they call Parvada
Bungalows@VS Fruitree Estate. “The homes-
tay has given us the opportunity to know the
village and its people better. There are boys
from the village who work with us now and
some want to set up rooms in their own
homes for tourists. We've helped them do
that, and soon we hope to meet the tourism
officials to recognise Parvada as a tourism vil-
lage,” says Vasudha.

But staying in the hills is not without its
challenges. “When you're young, it feels all
right. But for the elderly, especially my
mother-in-law, finding a good hospital will
mean travelling nearly 60 km; a chemist is six
km away,” says Vasudha. Dara, too, affirms
the constraints. “The flip side of living in the
mountains is that sometimes when thereisa
storm, we have no electricity all night. Which
also means, we might not get water supply,
and the tank runs dry — not the easiest time
with assick child.”

What is it about the city then that makes
people restive? Architect-academic
Durganand Balsavar, dean, Saveetha College
of Architecture, Chennai, 55, says it has to do
with the inaccessibility of public spaces and
public institutions. “With the lockdown last
year, there were no urban open spaces, park,
beach or university to go to. Our cities were
long overdue for change, even before the pan-
demic. There is little agency to appropriate
and inhabitan urban space. We need to keep
our conversations open, and each city and
neighbourhood needs to take the initiative to
know how they want to inhabit urban space.
Aphase is emerging, where civic society with
all its diversity, is rethinking the nature of
change. This needs to be complemented by
urban planning authorities, with more vig-
orous institutional explorations in universi-
ties,” says Balsavar.

GETTYIMAGES
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Aces of the Air

How the dragonfly and damselfly
outgun avian to terrestrial hunters

ECENTLY, | waxed eloquent on the astonishing

prowess of birds that hunted flying and mov-

ing prey — from glamorous peregrines and su-

er-fast swifts to acrobatic flycatchers. Alas,

they all have been completely outgunned — as have
other terrestrial hunters (African wild dogs, lions and
tigers) — by, worse, a creature that evolution designed
perfectly 320 million years ago. They were much larger
then — the dragonflies (and their slender cousins, the
damselflies) — and we ought to be thankful for that!

Peregrines have a 23.1 per cent successful kill rate,
hawks 22.5 per cent, owls 25 per cent, lions less than 30
per cent and wild dogs 67 per cent. Topping them all are
(the ICSE topper-equivalent) dragonflies who score 95
per cent! Evolution got the design and engineering so
perfect that no changes (except in size) were necessary.

Flight in most insects is powered by indirect flight
muscles which are attached to the thorax, which are at-
tached to the wings, making them vibrate and flutter.
Dragonflies have very powerful direct flight muscles at-
tached to the base of each wing that operate each wing.
The muscle contraction causes each wing to flap — com-
pletely independent of one another if necessary — as the
flight situation demands. This enables the dragonfly to
fly forward and backward (by “standing up” perpendi-
cular in mid-air and reversing thrust), upwards and
downwards, hover and dart sideways and accelerate at
tremendous rates.

“Counter-stroking” occurs when the forewings and
hind wings beat 180 degrees out of phase with each
other; which gives them one hell of a lift and enables
them to hover and fly slowly. More thrust but less lift is
generated by “phased stroking” when the hind wings
beat 90 degrees ahead of the forewings — and is useful
for high speed. With “synchronous stroking” the hind
and forewings beat in rhythm enabling lightning accel-
eration and deft direction changes. Dragonflies clock 50
kmph, one report even claimed 90 kmph. Their body
acts as shock absorbers. They may choose not to flap
their wings at all and simply glide on air currents like
many birds of prey.

The wings, made of flexible transparent chitin, often
beautifully stained, are not flat, but lined with ridges —
veins — adding to structural integrity and functional ef-

RANJITLAL

POWER RANGERS

Counter-stroking gives dragonflies one helluva lift

ficiency, and prevent the wing from warping and de-
forming. But the masterstroke is the little colour strip on
the leading edge of the forewing of every dragonfly.
Called the pterostigma, it is heavier than the rest of the
wing and acts like a counterbalance preventing the lead-
ing edge from fluttering, going berserk and causing the
insect to stall.

The “wrap-around” bulbous eyes of the dragonfly
(giving it a field of vision of almost 360 degrees) com-
prise over 30,000 individual facets, each a miniature tel-
escope that can see colour from orange to UV and are
particularly sensitive to movement. The eye’s top sec-
tion is especially sensitive to the blue range of the spec-
trum and the mid and lower parts to a wider spectrum.
Patrolling low over the water, dragonflies are quick to
spot an insect flying above, contrasted against the pierc-
ing blue of the sky.

Two hunting strategies are used: Tracking and inter-
ception. For the former, the insect keeps its target in its
field of vision and spirals towards it, its advantage in
speed eventually enabling it to nab it. In the latter, it
must predict the spot where the victim would be and fly
towards that spot — requiring more brainpower, but less
energy and is the one the insects prefer. The target is
kept in the eye’s sharpest-focusing section and the
whole head can move around to enable this. We have to
learn how to intercept a target — in dragonflies the abil-
ity is hardwired into their nervous system.

From a wingspan of 70 cm, dragonflies over the mil-
lennia have shrunk to a wingspan of just 16 cm. One the-
ory suggests that this was because the oxygen in the air
reduced from 35 per cent, 320 million years ago, to 20
per cent today, causing the insects to reduce in size.
Another suggests that 150 million years ago birds and
other flying reptiles evolved and out-competed large
dragonflies in hunting larger prey, and so, only the drag-
onflies that hunted smaller prey survived. Whatever be
it, we ought to be grateful, or else we would be ducking
for cover.

Needless to add, biomimicry projects are desperately
trying to emulate dragon flight. Many prototype “drag-
ons” have been flown, but the real thing still blithely pa-
trols the skies and waterbodies, grabbing insects in the
barbed-wire basket that comprises its legs, chomping
them up mid-air with their formidable mandibles. Then,
it will land on a stalk, its head and great jewel eyes will
moving around as it looks for its next kill.

THE SCENT OF A ROYAL

A new virtual
exhibition takes
audiences through
the fragrant worlds
of Indian miniatures,
one note at a time

Benita Fernando

N A miniature painting from 18th cen-
tury Rajasthan, now in the Smithsonian
inWashington DC,adressed-up Radha,
seated on a bed of flowers in a clearing
framed by a thick forest, waits for her
lover Krishna. It's twilight. Will Krishna turn
up for this tryst? Oris he going to stand her up?

The painting s part of a ragamala(a set that
illustrates Indian classical-music ragas) and
conveys the pain of longing. Radha’s desire
seems to be projected on the forest, set with
blooming shrubs and birds in boughs. Instead
of vague floral decorations, the artists of Kota
went for detail and specificity — creamy frangi-
pani and champaka, pink oleander, thick
sheaths of a plantain, velvety celosia, and spiky
flowers of the pandanus, called kewra in parts
of India. We can see the fragrant forest, but
what if we could smell it, too?

Pune-based independent perfumer Bharti
Lalwani, 40, and, scholarin South Asian Studies,
Nicolas Roth, 32, launched a virtual exhibition,
“Bagh-e-Hind”  (Baghehind.com), on
September 10, letting viewers explore the lush
worlds of Mughal and Rajput miniatures
through scents and smells.

The idea was sparked off some years ago
after Lalwani saw a 17th century painting of
emperor Shah Jahan admiring jewels and or-
naments with his son Dara Shikoh. The ornate
frame around the scene was an explosion of
floraand fauna, as elegant as the subjects of the
painting, yet wild and uncontrollable. The King
of the World could have his jewels but the nat-
ural world was beyond his purview, it seemed
to Lalwani, who says, “These paintings com-
municate alot of smell. Contemporaneous au-
diences would have known them —this idea of
asummer garden, pleasure garden, abundance
in nature — parrots digging into mangoes or
bees drunk with honey.”

The curators categorise the exhibitioninto
five sections, not all of them are flower-based.
Rose (led by agulab bari garden), iris, narcissus
and kewra are themes here, but so is smoke (a
fireworks display). It's a layered idea of what
the olfactory could mean in Indian paintings.

Roth, based out of Cambridge, the US, hasa
PhD from Harvard University on garden culture
and horticultural writings of 16th-18th century
Mughal India. He chose paintings with promi-
nentolfactory elements as well as those repre-
sentative of a particular genre convention. In
the Narcissus section, for instance, the lead has
two aristocratic young men sitting across each
otheronagarden terrace, sniffing sprigs of nar-
cissus, with a bowl of, perhaps, jasmines be-
tween them. “The allusion tofragranceis clearly
a pivotal aspect of the image, with the narcissi
beautifully and naturalistically rendered.
Narcissi are frequently referenced in Persian
and Urdu poetry, where they commonly repre-
sentbeautiful eyes and thus allude tovisionand
insight, butalso toflirtatious glances and intox-

ication,” Roth says. Yet, this exceptional paint-
ing is an example of a large corpus of similar
compositions — pairs of men orindividuals,on
garden terraces, surrounded by various accou-
trements of the good life, as imagined by early
modern South Asian elites, Roth adds.

Smell associations, more than sight, are
known to be instant and instinctive. It's the
whiff of cake baking at our neighbour’s that re-
minds us of a grandmother who’s passed
away; or the hint of cologne that reminds us
of aformer lover. They spark off emotions and
nostalgia, like (novelist Marcel) Proust’s
madeleine moments, and at the very least,
there’s something primal and pheromonal
about them. Given the vivid detailing in Indian
miniature paintings, one may think that the
olfactory aspect is therefore an obvious one.
Yet,among the small number of scholars who
study Indian miniatures, there’s hardly any re-

YOUFILL UP
MY SENSES

(Clockwise from
above) Kamod
Ragini from Kota,
Rajasthan, 1770-
1775; A Prince
Having an Audience,
Mughal painting
from the school of
Jahangir, 17th
century; curators
Nicolas Roth and
Bharti Lalwani

search till date on this aspect.

It’s hard to confirm whether the original
audiences of these paintings approached the
works in the manner in which the exhibition
encourages us to. Roth says he’s yet to find ev-
idence of painters specifically trying to evoke
olfactory experiences. But the wealth of de-
tailed depictions of fragrant flowers, perfume
bottles, incense burners and similar objects,
and frequent and extensive references to scents
and perfumery in contemporary literary texts
strongly suggest this was something very in-
tentional on the painters’ part, he adds.

It’s ironic that the exhibition has opened
virtually during a pandemic, one in which we
are desperately trying to protect our noses and
mouths. In an attempt to overcome the cur-
rent fate of humanity, the curatorsaimto tease
our noses and taste buds by using language
loaded with olfactory references, snatches of

COURTESY DENMAN WALDO ROSS COLLECTION, MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, BOSTON

their conversations, poetry, historical objects
associated with the paintings, and flowers
from Roth’s personal garden. Also, sound de-
sign created by Berkeley-based landscape ar-
chitect Uzair Siddiqui.

The highlight — at Rs 27,000 each — is
Lalwani’s “synaesthesia box”, custom-made
for each section. Lalwani, who's been creating
perfumes since 2018 under the label Litrahb
Perfumery, put together attars and trade-
marked “edible perfumes” section-wise. These
respond to the cues in the paintings, mixing
and matching them with other notes. The Rose
section’s edible perfume, for instance, trans-
lates a hot and sweaty summer in India using
a dark chocolate spread created with vetiver,
groundnuts and jaggery.

Much like South Asian art history, where
some of the finest works were smuggled or
looted out of their lands of origin, perfumery
has a problematic history too. Lalwani explains
how the raw materials used in perfumery are
often exploitative in nature, such as natural
civet musk, which is extracted after great pain
to the animal. Furthermore, perfumers have
often castan Orientalist eye towards South Asia
and Mughal gardens to seek inspiration for
their products. Take Guerlain’s Shalimar, cre-
ated in 1925, inspired by Shah Jahan and
Mumtaz Mahal’s love story. Their advertise-
ment from a few years ago features a Russian
model awaiting her lover, and the Taj Mahal
sproutingout of alake in Rajasthan. If the com-
merce of perfume and paintings is trouble-
some, Lalwani hopes “Bagh-e-Hind', in con-
trast, offersalot of beauty and alot of stillness”.

The exhibition presupposes audiences’ fa-
miliarity with scents. So, if we've never seen or
inhaled a narcissus, much is left to the imagi-
nation. And, it’s equally possible that our fa-
miliarity with some scents means the paint-
ings evoke associations that are far removed
from their original intent. Kewra, for instance,
is used as cheap biryani flavouring today, un-
likeits historic use, as Roth discovered, when it
was a coveted perfume ingredient. So, while
the kewraintoxicates aRadha with longing for
her missing date, it's perfectly acceptable if au-
diences are reminded of the best, or worst,
biryani or korma they ever had.

No Child
Left Invisible

Pandemic memories will shape our children’s storylines;
what role do we play in this history in action?

BY SHELJA SEN

ASSCHOOLS gradually open and welcome chil-
drenback, there’s asense of trepidation among
adults — “They have lost the skill of socialising”,
“they have become addicted toscreens”, “there
is no routine”. The children have another per-
spectiveonit, “I've put on so much weight, will
I be body-shamed?”, “Will everybody act like
everything is back to normal and how much
will we have to catch up on our studies?”

Meet them where they are, not where you
want them to be

Society wants all children to fit into and
conform to its iron-cast expectations.
Pandemic or no pandemic, we want children
toslip into these moulds and fast! Too bad that
the last one-and-half years were extremely
hard on them — the fears, losses and uncer-
tainty. It's time to “pull up the socks” and get
on the assembly line of performance.

Postmodernist Michel Foucault, a French
historian who studied schools and prison sys-
tems (that says alot!), called the effect of this
automatic indoctrination as the “gaze”.

Schools are fertile ground for this scrutinous
gaze as children are weighed and evaluated
against each other. No surprise that most chil-
dren preferred to keep their cameras off dur-
ing online classes.

When children return to physical classes,
let's reflect on —what effect will this expectation
forthem to “get back on track and do it fast” have
ontheirmental health? In our hurry to “return
to normality”, will we push our children into
internalising their struggles as something
“wrong with them” and not being “worthy”?
Isit fair on our children who have already been
through so much?

Each child is wired and
inspired differently

One size does not fitall. That's notalimita-
tion, that’s what makes our homes, class-
rooms, schools and this world neurodiverse.
Children responded to the pandemic in myr-
iad ways, too. Maya was described as “dis-
tracted” as she, like many others, could noten-
gage with online learning. Rhea, who was
considered “introverted”, “shy”, really thrived
during the lockdown as no social demands
were placed on her. Varun, energised by so-
cial interactions, had significant run-ins with
frustration as he could not meet his friends.

Willwe learn to respect children’s diversity of
wiring and experiences, or would the coming
months become about a constant battle of com-
parison, criticism, blaming and shaming?

Askwhat they learnt, not what they
don’tknow
Children are not passive recipients of hard-

CHILDREN
OFNOD

We make stories and
stories make us.
What stories of the
pandemic will they
grow up with?

GETTY IMAGES

ships. They respond, they muster skills, they do
what they can to survive and sustain them-
selves through the most challenging times.
Some questions that children have asked me —
should we act as if everything is normal, start
from where we left off? Will no one discuss
whatwe've learnt about life, relationships and
what really matters? I'd want my teachers to
know how I took care of myself when both my
parents were down with COVID-19.1lost my
grandfather to COVID, but it seems everybody
wants me to forget about it and “move on”?

More and more classrooms need to build
emotionally safe spaces where teachers, chil-
dren and parents could discuss:

® What steps did they take that
helped them?

m What did they realise that they
really valued?

® Which are the communities that
supported them?

m How can they build this community
in school?

® What sustained them through the
toughest times?

Onlywhen we invite agency from our chil-
dren canreal learning happen.

The way we talk about our children
becomes their life stories

Stories don'’t just describe our world but
shape it. We make stories and stories make us.

New Delhi

It might become very convenient to pigeon-
hole children into single stories — “he’s be-
come addicted to the screen”, “pandemic has
made her solazy”, “he’s really fallen behind”.
These are the words that will become woven
into the single stories of their life.

Single stories can make children invisible
(see author Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s 2009
TED talk The Danger of a Single Story on Ted.com)

Over the years, they startinternalising the
single-story and believe there’s something in-
trinsically wrong with them, that they don’t
belong, that they are unworthy. “There’s
something wrong with me”, “I don’t deserve
love”, “I feel invisible in my classroom, as if I
don'texist”, “Ifeel like a ghost”.

Memories shape our storyline and our sto-
ryline shapes memories. What stories of the
pandemic will they grow up with?

Iseeyou

After anonymity of the online classes, it
could be adaunting task to return to school af-
ter one-and-a-half years with the fear of
scrutiny, ridicule and rejection. How could we
welcome themback with an“Isee you” which
isrespectful, inclusive and inclusive of all diver-
sity. If you've been lucky to have a teacher who
practised “I see you” when they met you, you
know what I mean. If you're one such teacher,
your students will tell this story one day.

Imagine! As schools reopen, children walk
into the class and teachers do an “I see you”
with their whole being — touch, eyes, smile
and heart. And imagine each child walking
through the corridors of life, classrooms of
learning, sports fields of exploration, assem-
blies of appreciation, with an “I see you” at
every step. “Iaccept and love you as you are. You
areunique, you areyou. I'llneither compare nor
demand what might be difficult for you”.

To be included, acknowledged, wel-
comed! As we make our way out of this pan-
demic fog, let's commit to a better world
where no child is left invisible.

Shelja Senis a narrative therapist, writer, co-
founder, Children First. In this column, she curates
the know-how of the children and the youth she
works with. She can be reached at
shelja.sen@childrenfirstindia.com
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TURNING
BACKTIME

Set in Bundelkhand
(left), Chaturvedi’s
(inset) novel
Baramasi sparkles
with a wit intrinsic to

the language and
culture itis located in

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

The Lost World

An English translation of a contemporary Hindi classic allows a glimpse into a vanished way of life
but its emotional resonance feels a little more laboured

Pratap Bhanu Mehta sic Baramasi (1999), is the story of an impov-
erished family in Bundelkhand. It begins with
the daughter of the family Binno waiting foran
appropriate groom to accept her. But the can-
vas then shifts also to the lives of her four
brothers: an older brother who cannot seem
to bear the world, another who is waiting to
passanexam that forever eludes him;

athird one, who seems to be both
too clever by half and heading
nowhere and a younger one
whose studiousness might just

being a dacoit is an open social role, not a
crime. Alipura is precise and evocative in its
physical descriptions. It conjures up a whole
world by placing telling details in all the right
places.Itis worthreading just forits recreation
of avanished world. Butitis also deftiniits por-
trayal of characters. For all their volubility, each
of the siblings has a strange inwardness. Like
the town as awhole, they are stuckin the gap
between dreams and reality. In some ways,
the novelis farmore thanjustabouta place. It
ismore about a condition than alocation. This

sense of helplessness.

But this poses a problem for translators.
So much of the force of Chaturvedi’s novels
depends upon the cadence of the language,
reading them aloud in Hindi produces an ef-
fect thatis almost impossible to reproduce in
English. Salim Yusufji has done acommend-
able job. ButI must confess that Alipurais the
kind of novel that runs up against the limits of
translation very quickly. Take a small exam-
ple. In the book, there is a hilarious moment.
Chhuttan and Bibbo are two characters. The

YAN CHATURVEDI is a Hindi
writer of dazzling brilliance. His
novels are often riotously funny.
But they also open up windows
to underlying existential
tragedies. His first novel, Narak Yatra,
was set in the corrupt world of
Indian medical colleges, where the
exercise of petty power is the rai-

son d'etre of education, more than allow him to escape into the ALIPURA is, perhaps, something that changing thetitle  Hindi sentence goes, “Chhuttan tatha Bibbo ke
the healing of the body or enriching middle class.But thisisalsothe ~ BY GYAN of the book to Alipura might not quite capture.  beech gobar aa gaya aur sab gudgobar ho gaya.”
of the mind. The novel is like a dark world of the sacrificingmother, CHATURVEDI; It is about the passage of time, where time  Partof the effect comes from the play on “go-
Raag Darbari (Shrilal Shukla’s 1968 some colourful relatives,andthe  TRANSLATED BY changes, butlittle else does other thantheslip-  bar” and “gudgobar”. But how do you translate
novel)of Indian education. Thereisa town of Alipura as a whole. SALIM YUSUFJI pingaway of dreams. Itis,aboveall,aboutlives  this? Yusufji translates it as “the two piles of
particular genre of Hindi litera- Inall his novels, Chaturvediis Juggernaut Books thatare marked by disappointment; thesense  excreta should have intervened so forcefully
ture thatis hard to describe. a master of deft characterisa- 344 pages of not being able to measure up tothenorms  and turned Chhuttan’s chances to shit.” It’s
It is not quite satire be- tion.Buthealsoopensupa 599 of success or feeling wanted. not exactly wrong, but it cannot capture the

Alipura pulls off the interesting feat of sus-
pending the reader between two contradic-
tory dispositions. On the one hand, the so-

window to awhole social
milieu. In this case, it is
the town of Alipura, at

cause it does not
mean to mock. But
itis not quite idle

delicacy, alliterative power or existential irony
of the Hindi novel. It is a cliché that all trans-
lations are incomplete or imperfect. Butiitis,

humour either.Itis the margins of history, cial world the characters inhabit appear  perhaps,even truer of novels where the cen-
a form that is SUVAJITDEY where the passage of utterly meaningful to them; yet, thereisa tral character is language itself in all its ram-
acutely realist in its descriptions. time s vicariously marked tragic absurdity to their situation that does  bunctious glory. Alipura is worth reading in

not make sense. This split in the self is cap-
tured and managed through the medium of
language. It is through language that drips
with contemptuous wit that they can
achieve a measure of freedom. Just the free-
dom to say as a character says at one point,
“Chhodo raja, kaun saala harami nahin hain”,
is an act of clarity that compensates for the

But it is laced with comic effect, not be-
cause it is making fun of reality, or because it
makes light of human suffering. It is comicbe-
cause characters use language that embraces
akind of absurdity. This is their way of holding
onto meaning ina world that otherwise does
not make sense.

Alipura, a translation of Chaturvedi’s clas-

by Dilip Kumar being replaced by
Dharmendra and then Dharmendrabeing re-
placed by Amitabh Bachchan on calendars.
In the translation, the title has been
changed to Alipura, suggesting the novel is
aboutaplace, withall its texture and thicket of
social relationships. This is a place where the
ability towield a lathiis abadge of honour and

English for the access it gives to a vanished
world and the lives of its characters. But,
somehow, the emotional resonance of this
sad and comic world feels a little more
laboured in Englishthan in Hindi.

Pratap Bhanu Mehta is contributing editor,
The Indian Express
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AAIAND | Great Realisation, it spoke of what life had been
BY MAMTA NAINY & SANKET PETHKAR ACURATED RECOMMENDATION LIST FOR THE YOUNG 'UNS before the pandemic and how it could be
Pickle Yolk Books transformed for the better afterwards. The un-
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precedented success of Roberts’ post-pan-
demicbedtime fable, that he’d created for his
younger siblings, led to the video being turned

Hope and a Little Sugar

IN A Facebook post addressed to Indian par-
ents seeking reading recommendations for
their children, author Venita Coelho spoke elo-
quently of creating “alandscape of belonging”
by giving children stories set in a familiar mi-
liey, to allow them the opportunity “to learn
that heroes and heroines come in many more
shades than white” and to discover writers
who “reflect their reality back to them”.
Mamta Nainy and Sanket Pethkar’s book
serves as a perfect example of all that Coelho
promises from contemporary Indian writers
of children’s books.

Aai and I is the story of a little Maharasht-
rian girl, Aadya, who awaits her mother’s re-
turn from the hospital where she’s gone for
anurgent surgery. It's the day of her returnand
the little girl can’t wait, her anticipation
spreading like a warm glow to everyone

around her — from the family pet Nimki to her
Ajji, busy preparing kande pohe just the way
her mother loves it. It's Ajji who always tells
Aadyahow closely she resembles her mother,
a fact that she takes great pride in. But now,
when her mother returns after surgery, there’s
something that’s not quite the same about her
any longer. Can Aadya figure out a way to
make things go back to before?

From its use of names of endearment to
food to the way the English language gets
moulded on Indian tongues, Nainy’s story is
alive to the nuances of the local and the re-
gional. Aadya’s search for heridentity, though,
is a universal story. Nainy brings in a tender-
ness to Aadya’s engagement with what makes
her who she is — a repository of larger lega-
cies of family and community but also her

geous curls.

THE WORLD AWAITS

BY TOMOS ROBERTS & NOMOCO
HarperCollins; 32 pages; 3499
Appropriate for: 5+ years
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own unique empathy and innocence that
lends her a personality that is entirely her own.

Pethkar’s illustrations, in a palette domi-
nated by earthy mustards, yellows, greens and
blues, sparkle with references that can only
be found in South Asian homes — jhoolas and
pressure cookers; kolams and nauvari-sari
drapes and unruly tresses with the most gor-

IN APRIL last year, a video by London-based
Welsh spoken-word poet Tomos Roberts had

into a picture book. Now, Roberts, or
Tomfoolery as he is known as in the online
universe, is back with another picture book in
verse. The World Awaits picks up on the
themes of kindness and thoughtful action that
had made Roberts’ previous book so uplifting
and speaks of how every act of consideration,
however tiny or insignificant, makes a differ-
ence. “In our core is a plus and minus,/ and
they’reeternally at play,/ They give us the power/
to add goodness to the world,/ or to take some
good away,” he writes.

Tokyo-based Nomoco is known for her il-
lustrations in a range of media, including silk
screen, inks and lithography, and much of the
book’s charm derives from the pop of bright
colours that light up Roberts’ cheerful words.

The Utopian

Dream

History, memoir and biography
come together in this fascinating
retracing of the birth of Auroville

Aditi Sriram

KASH KAPUR'S Better to Have Gone: Love, Death,
and the Quest for Utopia in Auroville is an ode to
two loves: his wife and his hometown. It is also
a celebration of other loves: filial, devotional,
communal and botanical. Kapur presents all of these
through the haunting story of his childhood home, an “in-
tentional community” in south India called Auroville.

This is not Kapur's first time writing about utopia —
which Auroville is sometimes described as — and he is
honest aboutits slippery texture. “There is always the
danger that context will drown out story, that the need for
elucidation will overwhelm narrative,” he explainsina
2018 anthology about Auroville. But Kapur is able to navi-
gate Auroville’s elusiveness by approaching his subjects
with patience and, that word again, love. The result is his
most original work yet.

Abook about Auroville requires a brief history lesson.
Early on, Better to Have Gone introduces Aurobindo
Ackroyd Ghose, a Bengali freedom fighter wanted by the
British, who flees in 1910 to Pondicherry, which is under
French jurisdiction. His movements restricted, Ghose
finds himself withdrawing deeper into his thoughts;
Known by the 1920s as Sri Aurobindo, he proceeds to
spend the rest of his life in Pondicherry where he creates
an ashram that attracts disciples from all over the world.
His foremost disciple is a French woman named Mirra
Alfassa. A profound spiritual partnership develops be-
tween them, and in 1926, Sri Aurobindo appoints her as
“the Mother” to the Ashram. Indeed, his devotees take to
her as children to a mother. She successfully runs the
Ashram and until her own death in 1973.

Around the mid-1960s, the Mother shares her vision
of “a place of peace”, that will be “a living embodiment of
an actual human unity.” She calls
it Auroville: it means “city of
dawn” and is an homage to her
guru. Her followers clamour to
build it with her, and for her, on a
deserted plateau about five miles
north of Pondicherry. Among
them are John Walker and Diane
Maes. The Maes are early arrivals
to Auroville, in the 1970s. The
book also follows a third
Aurovilian, Satprem-née-Bernard,
who survives Gestapo and Nazi

BETTERTOHAVE  torture before finding peace in
GONE: LOVE, India. Like dozens of others drawn
DEATH, AND THE to this corner of the world, John,
8¥ (E)SFA'T,EI) R Diane and Satprem are inherently
AUROVILLE conflicted individuals, trying to
make sense of their lives.
BY AKAS HKAPUR The initial years are gruelling,
Scribner for Auroville and Aurovilians both.
368 pages Progress on the barren, scorched
3699 earth is jagged and jarring. They

must, alongside, learn how to ex-
press themselves, what to believe in, and ultimately, how
to survive. John and Diane do their best to raise their
daughter Auralice — whom Kapur goes on to marry — in
this strange, sacred wilderness. But when she is just 14,
they both die, one day apart. Their deaths don’t appear ac-
cidental. How does Auroville continue in spite of such
trauma, Kapur asks, and answers, defending his charac-
ters’ choices. “I've spent almost 10 years chasing this story,
and I know that there were many versions of reality, many
versions of the truth, that played out in my hometown.
I'm not prepared to say which one was right,” he writes.

Rather, Kapur is tender, respectful. The book’s struc-
ture parallels Aurovilles origin story: discrete parts that
merge into a whole. Part I is parcelled as several sections,
each led by a different protagonist. By Part II, the chapters
unfold as a chorus. Kapur keeps his sentences and para-
graphs short, making it easier to absorb his amazing range
of sources: facts, dates, letters, archival material and “hun-
dreds of interviews.” Most of the book is in present tense,
which amplifies Auroville’s alive-ness. The final chapters
bring out individual voices once again, a harbinger of
these characters’ separation from other Aurovilians:
When they began, John, Diane and Satprem wanted to
live for Auroville; now, all three want to die for it.

Kapuris in awe of John and Diane’s journeys, though
Auralice is sceptical throughout. Still, she has moved back
to Auroville with her husband and sons, and reclaimed it
as home. Auro, Aura, and Akash — the dawn, the atmos-
phere, and the sky — seem to be forever intertwined.
Perhaps, that unity is what the quest for utopia is about.

Sriramis assistant professor of academic writing, Ashoka University

gone viral with over 60 million hits. Titled The

PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI

The Swish of the Curtains

A walk through the history of modern Indian theatre with its foremost practitioners

Surendranath S

HISTORIAN AND theatre critic Penelope ]
Corfield writes in her article, ‘Why History
Matters'’: “All people and peoples are living
histories. To take a few obvious examples:
communities speaklanguages that are inher-
ited from the past. They live in societies with
complex cultures, traditions and religions that
have not been created on the spur of the mo-
ment... So understanding the linkages be-
tween pastand present is absolutely basic for
agood understanding of the condition of be-
ing human..That, inanutshell, is why History
matters. It is not just ‘useful’, it is essential.”
Theatre, too, needs to be connected with the
pastifit wants to break away into new norms.
This is why Shakespeare, Bhasa, (Henrik)
Ibsen, (Mohan) Rakesh, (Anton) Chekhov,
(Badal) Sircar are still relevant. Unless one is

aware of the past, nothing new can be created
in the present. It is precisely what Feisal
Alkazi's book Enter Stage Right does — connect
the past with the present. In fine prose, Feisal
meticulously narrates the history of the first
person of Indian modern theatre; his father
Ebrahim Alkazi, Alkazi saab to all of us. While
narrating the life of Alkazi saab, he also nar-
rates the history of Bombay-Delhi-Indian the-
atre, in that order.

When I joined the National School of
Drama (NSD)in 1977, Alkazi saab had just re-
signed, leaving the second-and third-year stu-
dents in a lurch. No, he had not left. He was
there. In the next four years thatI spent at the
NSD, I could see himall around — in the library,
in the costume department, in the carpentry
workshop, in the corridors, in the plays that
he had directed for the repertory. | wouldn’t
be wrong if I said more than half of my gen-
eration of theatre workers in India is influ-

enced by Alkazi saab.

There is a reason why Feisal begins the
memoir with a fine introduction of his ma-
ternal grandmother, Kulsumbai Padamsee.
“My father’s career at the NSD is better
known and often written about. His training
at RADA (Royal Academy of Dramatic Art,
London)is also frequently written about. But
those formative years in Bombay, with Sultan
(Feisal's uncle), and later, in the enveloping
Padamsee clan, are absent and these days are
crucial to understand him. What actually was
his ‘story’ before he came, at 36, to helm the
NSD?” Hence, Feisal begins the story from
the beginning — a horseshoe table on
Kulsum Terrace, where “English theatre in
Bombay was born in 1943,” and where the
first seeds of Indian modern theatre was
sown and the Theatre Group was founded.
It was here that Alkazi saab was initiated into
theatre by Sultan Bobby Padamsee. Thus be-

gan the story of the first family of
Indian modern theatre — the
Padamsees and the Alkazis.
Afewyears later, after return-
ing from RADA, Alkazi saab was a
different man. “Alkazi's was
more of a thinking man’s theatre
than entertainment,” writes
Feisal in the book. For Alkazi saab,
theatre was life and religion. So
differences were bound to crop
up. Alkazi saab walked away

produced “language” plays in
Delhi, and gave them a national
presence, raising them to ultimate
theatrical experiences. After
Alkazi saab resigned from NSD,
Feisal writes, “he wrote one of his
rare letters to me at the time... For
the first timein 15 years, [ shall not
be returning to the NSD... I shall
miss it to some extent but hon-
estly, I do not have much regret.”
Further, Alkazi saab writes, “The

with a handful of Theatre Group ENTERSTAGE theatre is adangerous activity, full
members to form his own troupe RIGHT: THE of temptations for the ego, it en-
— Theatre Unit (After he moved ALKAZI/ courages one’s narcissisfn and
to Delhi to head the NSD PADAMSEE one’s sense of vanity. One is work-
Satyadev Dubey saab took ove1: FAMILYMEMOIR ingall the time with iiving human
and directed many iconic pro- BY FEISAL ALKAZI beings, and moulding them to
ductions). On the one hand, ~Speaking Tiger one’s own vision and the danger
Alkazi saab had broken away 230 pages is of going into a self-indulgent
from the Padamsees, on the 3699 space.Itrequires an innate humil-

other, he married Roshen, the
eldest daughter of Kulsumbai, thus making
Padamsee-Alkazi one of the big theatre fam-
ilies in India.

In 1962, Alkazi saab moved to Delhi. For
the next 15 years, till he resigned, he rewrote
the narrative of Indian modern theatre. He

ity to realise how little one
knows.” That is theatre in a nutshell!

Feisal narrates two lives here: As Alkazi
saab was shaping Indian theatre, Feisal writes
about his part in Indian theatre, from his
formative years as a director to becoming one
ofits leading practitioners. Even though this

New Delhi

is a memoir, he also delineates Indian mod-
ern theatre’s development in all its political
and cultural contexts, thus making the mem-
oir a study of Indian modern theatre.

Ona personal note, he acknowledges the
influences of two women that made him: his
grandmother and his mother. After his par-
ents separated, he was more attached to his
mother. The separation “did create a distance
between father and son... from the age of
nine I had lived exclusively with my mother,
asdid my sister. Amal (Feisal’s sister and one
of India’s leading directors) had the advan-
tage of seeing my father every day, as she was
a student at NSD. But though my mother
valiantly strove to keep father and son to-
gether, I never had the same rapport with
him as I did with her...” But in theatre, Feisal
followed his father’s steps. “ am very much
my father’s son.”

Alkazi saab “was the last survivor of
those who had gathered at the horseshoe-
shaped dining table 77 years earlier to
establish the Theatre Group.” With his exit,
an age ended forever.

Surendranath Sis a theatre director based out

of Karnataka
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Bruno takes penalty ahead
of Ronaldo, misses in 1-0 loss

-
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Manchester United midfielder Bruno Fernandes had converted a penalty inall
three of his prior Premier League appearances against Aston Villa. AP

Manchester: BRUNO FERNANDES missed an
injury-time penalty as teammate Cristiano
Ronaldo looked on in Manchester United's
1-0 home loss to Aston Villa in the Premier
League on Saturday. Villa defender Kortney
Hause was the hero for the visitors after he
flicked a header into the net off a corner in
the 88th minute for his team's first win over
United since 2009. But Hause was then whis-
tled for a handball to set up the spot kick as
United tried to rescue a point at Old Trafford.

Fernandes, who had converted a penalty
in three consecutive Premier League games
against Villa, adjusted the ball as Ronaldo stood
nearby and then blasted it high over the cross-
bar. United amassed 28 shots but just four were

ontargetasitfailed to score ina home Premier
League game for the first time in 16 games.

Manchester City broke its run of losses to
Chelsea by handing its Premier League title ri-
valafirst defeat of the season thanks to Gabriel
Jesus' deflected goal in a 1-0 win on Saturday.
In the latest match to highlight City's need for
astriker, Pep Guardiola's teamrequired adose
of fortune for the winner as Jesus took aim
fromjustinside the area and the ball squirmed
into the bottom corner off Chelsea midfielder
Jorginho's heel in the 53rd minute.

Chelsea had beaten City in their last three
meetings — most recently in the Champions
League final in May — but was largely out-
played at Stamford Bridge. AP

Warriors’ Wiggins denied
religious exemption for vaccine
San Francisco: Golden States Warriors forward
Andrew Wiggins' request for religious exemp-
tion from the COVID-19
vaccine has been denied
and he will not be able to
play in his team's home
games without being vac-
cinated, the NBA said on
Friday. The 26-year-old
Canadian, who averaged
18.6 pointsand 4.9 reboundsin 71 games with
the Warriors last season, was seeking an ex-
emption given the city of San Francisco has a
vaccine requirement for large indoor events.
"Wiggins will not be able to play in Warriors
home games until he fulfills the city's vaccina-
tion requirements,” the NBA said in a state-
ment. The Warriors have preseason homes
games scheduled for Oct. 6, 8 and 15 and will
play their regular-season home opener on Oct.

Koeman gets 2-match ban for

complaining after Cadiz draw

Madrid: The troubles for Barcelona coach
Ronald Koeman keep piling up. Koeman re-
ceived a two-match ban on Friday for com-
plaining at the end of Barcelona's 0-0 draw at
Cadizinthe Spanish league the day before. The
result extended Barcelona's winless streak to
three matches and increased the pressure on
Koeman. Koeman was sent off deep into stop-
page time for complaints directed at the fourth
official. The Spanish federation determined
that this merited a two-game suspension than
the automatic one-game ban forared. Koeman
will miss Barcelona's home match against
Levante in the Spanish league on Sunday, as
well as the team's visit to Atletico Madrid next
weekend. One of the reasons that upset the
Dutch coach was the sending off of midfielder
Frenkie de Jong aftera second yellow card ear-
lierin the match. Barcelonaargued that De Jong
touched the ball before contacting his oppo-

Abuse in sport a poll issue in Germany

Rare cross-party consensus on the issue of safeguarding young athletes ahead of federal election

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 25

WHILE MEDALS are considered the ultimate
metrics of sporting success in Olympic sea-
sons around the world, Germany spent a
large part of 2020-21 confronting the under-
belly of some of its highly successful mass
and elite training systems, holding a mirror
to them.

Pitching for an independent centre for
Safe Sport to protect young athletes, vulner-
able to sexual and other forms of abuse — the
lead-up to Sunday’s federal election has seen
rare cross-party consensus on the issue of
safeguarding young athletes.

Cases of violence and abuse in German
elite sport (gymnastics, swimming, boxing)
were revealed last October, with gymnastics
confronting entrenched abuse at one of its
National Training Centres. National politics
gotinvolved as the federal government is re-
sponsible for funding elite sport and these
centres. As the country elects a new
Chancellor and members of the 20th
Bundestag on Sunday, election manifestos
committed funding and support to the issue
of tackling child abuse in sport.

While leading parties CDU/CSU affirmed
their commitment to setting up a Safe Sports
centre if elected, SDP too promised an inde-
pendent point of contact. Alliance 90/The
Greens went deeper, with their election pro-
gramme saying, “We advocate for a national
strategy against psychological, physical and
sexual violence in sport, of which the estab-
lishment of an independent centre for safe
sport is an integral part.” They also de-
manded a study financed by the federal gov-
ernment to research the extent of sexualised
violence in mass sports in past cases (called
“Aufarbeitung”).

The FDP has spoken of counsellors at every
federal state centre, while the Left too stressed
on “better processing of past and present cases
of sexualised violence. We want to seriously
examine the proposals for the creation of an
independent centre for safe sport.”

Call for autonomous oversight
Maximilian Klein, Representative for
International Sport Policy at Athleten
Deutschland (AD), an athletes’ rights group,
led with adiscussion paper that called for an
independent oversight organisation, sepa-
rate from sports federations. “Since then (the
paper), the debate gained very good momen-
tum, a broad alliance of stakeholders and
parties is supporting the idea; and it was
written down in some election programmes
of our major parties,” he said of amovement
that ran parallel to the pursuit of Olympic
medals — Germany finished ninth with 37

The Independent Inquiry into Sexual Child Abuse in Germany found that thirty-seven per cent of team athletes surveyed
since 2019 had experienced sexual violence. AP file

The Independent Inquiry into Sexual
Child Abuse in Germany started looking into
cases of abuse since 2019, gathering testi-
monies of past cases and looking into rea-
sons why there were cover-ups.

Thirty-seven per cent of team athletes sur-
veyed had experienced sexual violence. “Apart
from supposedly mild forms of violence, such
asverbal sexualized remarks, 12 per cent of the
athletes — 7 per cent of men and 16 per cent
of women — have experienced severe forms
of sexual violence in the context of sports, e.g.,
child sexual abuse, rape, unwanted sexual con-
tact, orrepeated sexual harassment,” AD's dis-
cussion paper stated adding that it had crimi-
nal ramifications.

The call for establishing contact points for
young athletes, independent of their sport
clubs and families to report abuse, gained
decibel after about 100 victims came forward
with their stories to the Commission.

“After a public hearing by the German
truth and reconciliation commission deal-
ing with child abuse in sport, we were look-
ing for ways of structural reforms, had alook
at the debate abroad (such as in the US or
Switzerland) and wrote a discussion paper
calling for an Independent Centre for Safe
Sportin Germany,” Klein recalls.

While the commission findings were fol-

We advocate for a national
strategy against psychological,
physical and sexual violence in
sport, of which the establishment
of anindependent centre for safe
sportis anintegral part.”

ALLIANCE 90/THE GREENS
GERMAN GREEN PARTY'SELECTION
PROGRAMME ON ISSUE OF ABUSE IN SPORT

the Olympic committee, resistance to an in-
dependent authority to monitor cases slowly
saw political parties putting their foot down
and taking a stand.

Unequal relationships

Klein explained the need for an inde-
pendent body was acutely felt because, “of
very asymmetrical power relationships be-
tween athletes and coaches, as well as con-
flicts of interest of acting persons.”

Several testimonies had spoken of athletes’
hesitancy to contact their own federation or
assigned ombudsman offices, fearing they
wouldn’t be heard, believed or protected from
staying anonymous, having to alone bear the
consequences for reporting abuse.

The United States had set up the US

Young Victims from Sexual Abuse and Safe
Sport Authorization Act of 2017, and between
March 2017 and February 2020 reported a
staggering 5,000 cases of violence and abuse
in sport, according to the AD paper.

Klein says that cases of abuse in gymnas-
tics spilled over like a wave into many other
countries after the Nassar revelations in US
gymnastics, and athletes finally dared to tell
their own stories, starting a worldwide de-
bate including at the German Olympic
Training Centre.

“Here, too, the structural deficits of a
closed eco-system without any control, and
athletes in strong dependency relationships,
became apparent - although many knew
about it for along time,” he said.

“The national federation, for example, still
faces legal difficulties in dismissing the coach.
Unfortunately, it took these horrific revela-
tions around the world to bring awareness
to the minds of officials. The pressure be-
came far too great than to look the other way
any longer,” Klein said, talking of why gov-
ernments had to mandate measures.

“The culture of elite sport must be aligned
insuch away that medals do not come at the
expense of the health, wellbeing, and human
rights of athletes, including minors. A speak-
up culture must become the norm,” he
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The gist of basically what (Tiger Woods) said was
I’'m cheering you guys on, I'mright there with you
and go fight and make us proud. We were able to do
thatand if TW’s watching, thanks for that text,
brother, | thinkit helpsusalot.”

TONY FINAU, AMERICAN GOLFER SAYS ATEXT FROM TIGER WOODS
INSPIRED THE TEAM TO ABIG LEAD ON FIRST DAY OF THE RYDER CUP

— BRIEFLY ——

Aditiinfifth place
at Arkansas C’ship

Rogers : Aflawless six-under 65 gave
Indian golfer Aditi Ashok a flying
start in the first round of the
Walmart NW Arkansas
Championship. The 23-year-old
Indian had six birdies and no bogeys
as she was two shots behind the
leading trio of A Lim Kim, Katherine
Kirk and Eun-Hee Ji, who all
recorded 8-under 63s to sit atop the
leaderboard. Aditi has been looking
for a couple of solid finishes to en-
sure a move up from her current po-
sition of 87th on the Tour. She
started from the 10th and twice had
back-to-back birdies on 15th and
16th and again on first and second.
Her other birdies came on seventh
and ninth. Kim's 63 is her career-
best score, while Ji tied her low
mark, which she last recorded in the
first round of the Honda LPGA
Thailand. Kirk's round is her lowest
since a 62 at the 2018 Thornberry
Creek LPGA Classic. Kirk has played
in every edition of the tournament
since its inception. One stroke be-
hind the leaders was Sarah Burnham
after she recorded a career-low 7-
under 64, thanks to seven birdies on
the day to sit in solo fourth. PTI

Archery Worlds: Two
silver medals for India

Yankton: The Indian women's and
mixed pair compound archery teams
signed off with silver medals after
lop-sided losses to Colombia at the
World Championships. India were in
pursuit of their first ever gold medal
atthe world event. For a country that
doesn't have a gold yet, India have
climbed the most podiums at the
event -- 10 --, appearing in eight fi-
nals and leaving with silver each
time. The Indian mixed pair duo of
Abhishek Verma and Jyothi Surekha
Vennam, who stood fourth in the
ranking round, started off with a
one-point lead but Colombia domi-
nated thereafter. The Indians went
down by a four-point margin (150-
154). The seventh seeded women's
team of Jyothi, Muskan Kirar and
Priya Gurjar, on the other hand, lost
by a margin of five points (224-229)
against the troika of Sara Lopez,
Alejandra Usquiano and Nora Valdez.

PTI

Saniareachesfinalin
Ostravawith Zhang

Ostrava (Czech Republic): Veteran
Indian tennis player Sania Mirza
reached her second final of the sea-
son with partner Shuai Zhang fol-
lowing a straight set win over
Makoto Nonomiya and Eri Hozumi
at the Ostrava Open, on Saturday.
The second seeded Indo-Chinese
duo defeated the Japanese pair 6-2
7-5 in the semifinals in one hour 21
minutes. The 34-year-old Sania now
has a chance to win her first title of
the 2021 season. She had a runners-
up finish at the WTA 250 Cleveland
event in the USA last month with
Chirstina Mchale. PTI

Slow track, sluggish Royals

Spirit-less Rajasthan surrender tamely to a disciplined Delhi Capitals bowling attack in a low-quality encounter

SRIRAMVEERA
SEPTEMBER25

IN A low-quality encounter on a pitch where
the ball held up a bit, Delhi Capitals snubbed
out Rajasthan Royals with their better bowl-
ing attack. Rajasthan batted as if they gave up
the chase of 155 in the second over itself when
they lost both openers. Even Sanju Samson,
Rajasthan’s captain, absolved the pitch from
any blame. “Itwas not that slow, it was holding
up abit, but we kept losing wickets.”

The grass-less pitch was a bit tacky per-
haps, with the ball coming on a touch slowly,
but batsmen didn’t extend themselves to try
toadapt to the situation. They didn’t knock it
around for singles, they didn’t try hitting,
they didn’t try to force the bowlers to change
lines or lengths ... they were on an auto-pi-
lot to nowhere. And they succeeded.

From that second over, until the 15th over
when Samson picked up three fours, it was a
strange yawn-fest. Delhi kept plugging on,
with a mix of spin and seam, and Rajasthan
kept pushing and prodding. Regular pro-
gramming returned after that 15th over and
that was that.

A team can be understandably a bit sur-
prised by the slowness of the pitch had they
batted first - it wasn’t that drastic but enough
sluggishness in there to upset their natural
bat-speeds, but to have seen Delhi bat and
then go into this sleep mode in the chase
should call for some introspection. “With the
quality of the batsmen in our team, I thought
it was an easy choice. But we kept losing
wickets and didn’t have the momentum to
go afterit,” Samson would summarise it later.

The Delhi bowlers though did most
things spot on — be it R Ashwin and Axar
Patel or the seamers Anrich Nortje and
Kagiso Rabada, they all kept it tight enough
to let Rajasthan tie themselves up in knots.
Nortje burned up the track with his pace
even on this slow track while Rabada threw
in his mix of slower ones and surprise bounc-
ers.

A low-quality encounter

One wonders at what stage in their in-
nings, Delhi decided that 150 would be a
good score. Shikhar Dhawan fell early after a
defensive pat proved so soft that the ball
rolled back on to the stumps and Prithvi
Shaw prodded around before he fell to
Chetan Sakariya, miscuing a swipe across the
line to a ball angling across him. From then
on, Delhi slowly turned cautious as they
started to find more about the pitch. Shreyas
Iyer and Rishabh Pant were the ones who
dealt with the middle overs but slowly found
out that this track wasn’t too ideal for big hits.
And so they adjusted and started to rotate
the strike.

It was left to Shimron Hetmeyer and an
average second spell from Kartik Tyagi to get
them past 150. In the 16th over, Hetmeyer
slammed three fours as Tyagi leaked 16. He
repeatedly made room to the leg side and
carved the full, length, and short deliveries
behind square on the off side. In his next over,
he slipped out two wides and ended up giv-
ing 11 more. Those 27 runs from two overs
of Tyagi helped Delhi move past 150, which
proved more than enough.

BRIEF SCORES: Delhi Capitals 154 for 6
(Iyer43, Hetinyer 28, Pant 24; Rahman 2/22)
beat Rajasthan Royals 121 for 6 (Samson
70%; Nortje 2/18) by 33 runs

Rajasthan captain Sanju Samson’s unbeaten 70 went in vain against a Delhi attack starring the likes of pacer Kagiso Rabada. ipit20.com

No holding on for SRH despite paltry target vs Kings

SYNOPSIS: Lone ranger Holder falls
short as Shami & Bishnoi help Punjab
Kings defend paltry total

TUSHARBHADURI
SEPTEMBER 25

The best player in the match - by a country
mile - finished on the losing side. Jason Holder
was the highest scorer with the bat and had
the best bowling figures. But such is the cur-
rent state of the Sunrisers Hyderabad outfit
thatnobody else seemed ready to provide any
support to their main man. A target of 126 —
even if the pitch is not a featherbed - should
be asmooth chase on most occasions. But they
seemed to have given up on the current sea-
sonalready. Punjab Kings lost their last match
which they should have won, but the five-run
win at Sharjah on Saturday just about kept
them in the reckoning.

Holder the lone ranger

Holder came into the Sunrisers set-up as
aninjury replacement for Mitchell Marsh, but
the tall Barbadian hadn’t always got into the
playing XI. When Jonny Bairstow was avail-
able and the team management was con-
cerned about the batting, they ended up play-
ing the Englishman along with David Warner
and Kane Williamson in the line-up. Rashid
Khan is a bona fide match-winner with the
ball, and it didn’t leave room for any other
overseas player. The decision-makers took
their own time to realise what seemed bleed-

PBKS’ Ravi Bishnoi picked up three
crucial wickets giving away 24 runs.

ingly obvious. Holder brings depth to a team
with both batand ball. He made his presence
felt - first with the ball - with a spell that put
the skids under the Punjab Kings. Figures of
3/19 from four overs will make a tangible dif-
ference to the fortunes of any team, especially
one down in the dumps like Sunrisers.

Holder pitched the ball relatively up to the
bat, but his extra height (he stands at 6-foot-
7) meant the ball made contact a bit higher
up the willow than was expected. And the
slower nature of the wicket resulted in shots
going in the air. KL Rahul’s flick found short-
midwicket, opening partner Mayank
Agarwal’s drive landed in mid-off’s hands
while Deepak Hooda’s attempt to raise the
tempo towards the end finished in an acro-
batic catch at short cover.

Holder could have won it with the bat as
well, even after Sunrisers were reduced to
60/5 with seven overs left. His unbeaten 47
off 29 balls — with five sixes - suggested he

POINTS TABLE

M |W |L | NRR |Pts
DC 10 |8 |2 [+0711|16
CsK 9 |7 |2 |+1185|14
RB 9 |5 |4[-0720]10
KKR 9 |4 |5 [+0363| 8
PBKS 10| 4|6|-0271|8
MI 9|4 |5]|030|8
RR 9 |4 |5|-0319(8
SRH 9 |1 |8 [-0637|2

was playing on an altogether different sur-
face. But nobody else in the team managed a
strike rate more than 100.

Needing 17 off the final over bowled by
Nathan Ellis, Holder hit a six on the second
ball to bring the equation down to 10 off four.
Buta combination of good death bowling and
fatigue came into play even though the West
Indian would feel he could have done more
with the final ball - a full toss - when six were
needed to force a Super Over.

Shami gets the big fish

After the duck off three deliveries against
Delhi Capitals the other evening, David
Warner faced as many balls on Saturday end-
ing up getting two. It was two more than the
Aussie looked good enough to get.

Mohammed Shami’s first delivery to the
left-hander was on the stumps, and was de-
fended back to the bowler. The next one was
around off-stump. Warner tried to force it

How chart-topper Harshal uses off-cutters to take wickets

SANDIPG
SEPTEMBER 25

IT CANNOT be sheer fluke or happenstance
that Harshal Patel continues his merry wicket-
taking ways-he snared two at the backend in
the game against CSK; briefly igniting a come-
back. More than half the season into this edi-
tion, heleads the charts 19 wickets, four more
than second-placed Avesh Khan, and eight
more than Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed
Shami in the same number of games (11). No
one has picked more wickets than himin the
last five overs either (12)in this edition. This is
not to say that he’s better than India’s first-
choice pace-pair across formats, but just that
this season, there’s something that’s clicking
in his methods.

Why has his prolific season
surprised many?

Tried, tested and flopped—if not for this
season, his IPL career could have been
summed up thus. In the previous eight sea-
sons, wherein his appearances were sporadic
than sustained but for the 2015 edition in
which he sparred in 15 games, he had just
featured in 48 games, in which he had whee-
dled out only 48 wickets, conceding close to
10 runs an over. There was nothing standout,
forget eye-catching about him. He had none
of the T20 staple, neither the pace, he rarely
nudged the speed-gun beyond 135kph, nor
the variations for someone without express
pace. He did swing the ball, has a sumptuous
out-swinger, but swing is seldom a fast-mov-
ing currency in this format. He is reputed for
his lusty blows down the order in the domes-

Harshal Patel is currently the leading wicket-taker this season with 19, four more
than second-placed Avesh Khan, and eight more than Bumrah and Shami. ipit20.com

tic, but at this level hasn’t replicated it. At 30,
heis not quite either for franchises to furnish
him an extended run. But an uncapped, local
bowler is handy as a back-up or emergency
option, and all his outings in the last five edi-
tions have arrived thus. Had he not picked a
five-for in his first game this season—against

the mighty Mumbai Indians—he would have
continued to be one.

What have been his key weapons?

Apart from enhanced precision, he has
sharpened his yorkers and added a highly ef-
fective off-cutter. He uses them cleverly. His

yorkers seldom stray beyond the off-stump,
inwhich case it could be fodder for ramp and
the pick-up shot. He lands them mostly be-
tween the tramline and fifth stump. At his
pace, rather lack of pace, his wide yorkers are
incredibly difficult to hit.

The batsman has to generate all
the impetus for his strokes while
having toreach for the ball and im-
part power into the strokes. It's a
reason a lot of wickets are from
mistimed shots, batsmen caught in
the inner ring.

But a bigger weapon has been his off-cut-
ter,bowled without any decipherable change
in the action, wrist position or release point.
It grips the surface, bounces, and stops at
batsmen. The reduction of pace is not dra-
matic (froman average of 132kph to 115kph),
but the over-spin-induced extra bounce sur-
prises the batsman. As many as nine of his
19 wickets were bargained through the off-
cutter, and according to CricViz, he picks one
wicket off every six off-cutters. It’s his most
economical ball too, batsman managing only
6.71 runs, as compared to his overall econ-
omy rate of 8.89. He also, occasionally, slips
in the low, slow wide full toss, which again
is difficult to hit out the park.

But why then is he on the
expensive side?

Two reasons. Primarily, he bowls at the
death over, when the batsman is looking to
hit every ball out of the park. As he is not a
bowler who looks to contain the batsman,
he has to trade a few boundaries for his wick-
ets. Even if he strays slightly off-length, he
becomes easy meat and drinks for the bats-

EXPLAINED

men. Secondly, he mostly toggles between
good and fuller lengths, and is hence prone to
blows down the ground and the leg-side.
Most of the runs, he concedes are in the arc
between long-off and mid-wicket. It’s the
price he usually pays for his length.
Then, even Bumrah concedes
around 8.40 runs an over in the fi-

nal four.
In fact, Royal Challengers has a
Y better economy rate in the last five
(10.09) than Mumbai Indians
(10.28) and Delhi Capitals (10.63),
two teams with the most destructive fast-
bowling ammo. So, Patel might leak some
runs but would produce game-altering wick-
ets, and thus, has been RCB’s most influen-

tial bowler.

Who has been amongst his
wickets?

It's not like he has been getting cheap
wickets, but rather the prized scalps of
renowned big-hitters. His wickets include,
among others, Hardik Pandya, Kieron Pollard,
Eoin Morgan, Andre Russell, Chris Morris, Faf
du Plessis, Suresh Raina, Prithvi Shaw, and
Marcus Stoinis. All those that are capable of
unleashing fury at the death. There have
been games he has got the stick, like against
Punjab Kings (0/53) or 37 runs Ravindra
Jadejalooted in an over, but he has been RCB's
chief wicket-taker at the death, picking up
two or more wickets on six instances in the
league. He will have his off-days, or rather
off-overs, but he compensates those with
wickets. And those that have underestimated
him have returned to the pavilion with a
burned ego.

through the off-side and was lucky an inside
edge eluded the stumps and went towards
fine-leg for a couple.

The third ball was a short and wide one,
which Warner in his prime would have sav-
aged through the covers. But his feet seemed
stuck in concrete as a desperate waft only
found the toe end of the bat on the way to the
wicketkeeper. In contrast, Williamson always
seems composed and in control against the
best of bowlers. But the Kiwi maestro was
found wanting against Shami on the night.
The Indian seamer cramped the Sunrisers
skipper and when he bowled a decent length
justoutside off-stump, Williamson felt an op-
portunity to break loose. But a hint of move-
ment resulted in an inside edge that crashed
into the leg-stump. Shami’s spell wouldn’t
have been out of place on the first morning
of a Test match. Figures of 2/5 from his first
three overs gave Punjab Kings a chance to de-
fend their sub-par total.

Bishnoi casts a web

Indian batsmen are considered good
against this skill, but one would cast a doubt
on that statement judging by how Sunrisers
batsmen played Bishnoi.

Manish Pandey played all around a deliv-
ery, predicting it will spin away. Kedar Jadhav
chopped one on, trying to late-cut a ball too
close for that shot, while Abdul Samad’s heave
reached as far as short third-man.

BRIEF SCORES: Punjab Kings 125 for 7
(Markram 27, Holder 3-19) beat Sunrisers
Hyderabad 120 for 7 (Holder 467, Bishnoi 3-
24, Shami 2-14) by five runs

Norris takes first
pole as Hamilton
hits the wall

Sochi: MCLAREN'S LANDO Norris seized his
first Formula One pole position at the Russian
Grand Prix on Saturday after seven- time
world champion Lewis Hamilton hit the wall
in adamp and dramatic qualifying session.

Ferrari's Spaniard Carlos Sainz joinedthe
young Briton on the front row in Sochi with
Williams' George Russell, Hamilton's
Mercedes team mate from next season,com-
pleting a sensational top three against all
odds. Hamilton, who had been on provi-
sional pole before everyone switched to
slicks on a drying track, qualified fourth --
making it three Britons in the top four -- af-
ter a brush with the pit lane wall.

The team hurriedly swapped the front
wing and got him back out on slicks in time
for one more flying lap to the chequered flag
but the tyres had lost temperature and
Hamilton spun, with his fastest time remain-
ing that set on the intermediates.

Hamilton can still expect to retake the
overall lead from Red Bull rival Max
Verstappen on Sunday with the 23-year-old
Dutch driver starting at the back due to en-
gine penalties. Mercedes have yet to be
beaten in Sochi since the first grand prix
there in 2014. Sainz had set the pace on slicks
but Norris, 21, produced a final effort half a
second faster in a qualifying session that had
looked in doubt earlier in the day as rain
swept in. The 21-year-old Briton whooped
indelight at what he hoped would be the first
of many poles.
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