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;T he Vision

Drishti IAS : Karol Bagh

General Studies

(Prelims & Mains Foundation)

' Batch begins with orientation class by ’

Dr. Vikas Divyakirti

i September
6:30 PM

Key Features of the Course

6 Team of best teachers led by Dr. Vikas Divyakirti

6 400+ classes of 1000+ hours

6 Coverage of complete syllabus from basic to advanced level

6 Proper emphasis on answer writing practice

6 Hybrid Format : facility to revise offline classes on Drishti Learning App
6 Regular Prelims and Mains class tests

6 Complete Study Material (Notes, booklets and Magazines)

6 Academic Support Team and a dedicated Batch Coordinator.

21, Pusa Road,
opposite Metro Pillar Number 98, 8010440440

Block 8, WEA, Karol Bagh, Delhi, 110005 01143065089

New Delhi
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RAIGAD Development Authority (RDA), invites expression of interest from experienced

Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Passenger Ropeway System at Raigad Fort
as a part of the project covering the conservation and development of Raigad Fort and
its heritage precincts. RDA is also seeking from prospective agencies the annual charges
towards operation and maintenance of the Passenger Ropeway System. Details of the
requirement, eligibility conditions and method of selection etc. are available on the

RAIGAD DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
C/o OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR, DISTRICT RAIGAD,
ALIBAUG, MAHARASHTRA

rms/ Joint Ventures/ Association for short listing of bidders for Design, Supply,

web site of Government of Maharashtra at "www.mahapwd.com &
www.mahatenders.gov.in".
Schedule
Sr. Stage Start Expiry
No. Date Time Date Time
1. |Period of Downloading & Online 24.09.2021 | 10.00 | 21.10.2021| 18.00
Submission of bid documents

2. |Submission of Hard Copy of the On or before 25.10.2021 18.00

Uploaded Documents

3. |Pre-Bid Conference (Only e-mail on On or before 05.10.2021 14.00

rpddivision@gmail.com)

4. |Online opening of Technical bid in Office | 25.10.2021 | 11.00
of the Executive Engineer, Road Project

Division, Mahad (Special Cell Raigad Fort)

5. |Online opening of Financial bid in Office
of the Executive Engineer, Road Project
Division, Mahad (Special Cell Raigad Fort)

Will provide (online) separately after
Opening of The Technical Bid.

N
D

D

Cost of Tender Form
Earnest Money Rupees

: Rs. 1,120/-
: Rs. 5,00,000/- only.
Sd/-

(V. R. Satpute)
Executive Engineer
(Raigad Fort Special Cell)
Road Project Division, Mahad

o. R.F.Sp.Cell/RPD/Mahad/AB/TC/68
ate : 22.09.2021

GIPR/2021-2022/2051

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, JAL SHAKTI PHE,
GROUND WATER DIVISION, SGR.

Gist of e-Tender.

NIT No: -PHE/GWDS 46 of 09/2021 Dated: -09-2021

For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir e-tenders are invited in 02

Cover System for Construction of tube wells at below mentioned site from registered water well
drillers/contractors as per the details given in tender document.
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THE H.P. STATE COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS FEDERATION
LIMITED TOTU, SHIMLA-171011

Mo qESIFA|-BE-XEY Dakad-2%09.2021

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE

H 2 8ikfed invites the onine bids an ilem rale, in elecronio fenderng
syslim, im 2 aoer Syslem for the follawing ilem on FOR besis-

0. Purcliase of Milka Scan {02 nes.]

Tha Edd documaenl i3 suellapubdierad onling o 017406 2001 upio
0400PM. Bicicier would be - recuined 1a ragsior inoine webesile wihich is
fpp of post Fer submission on bids, the bddes is regqured 1o bave
Dislal Signalore Certhicale|DSC] fram ool D authoized certilyrg
Authorilles (C&)Aping Didders should visid wabsitas in
hips¥hpdenders.gowin £ niEps:¥hpeniikfed.ong dor campiche detxls
Bickiard phagiibe vkl th walciite Mo lives by live 1G-nie tha cderigandum
il g Sdi-
Maﬂaginn Director

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

DEPARTMENT OF HANDLOOMS AND TEXTILES
TENDER PRE-BID MEETING NOTICE

Pre-Bid meeting will be conducted on 27.09.2021 at 12 noon in
the Conference Hall of the Commissionerate of Handlooms and
Textiles, Chennai- 108 for Tenders invited by the Department of
Handlooms and Textiles for purchase of 60sC Dyed Cotton
Cone Warp Yarn vide reference no. DIPR/2680/Tender/2021,
dated 14.09.2021 and for purchase of Polyester Texturised
Yarn vide reference no. DIPR/2678/Tender/2021, dated
14.09.2021 under the Distribution of Sarees and Dhoties
Scheme, Pongal 2022

DIPR/2758/TENDER/2021

Joint Director (Uniforms) /
Tender Inviting Authority

“Cargmear sLbg GabhATD YoLEEHTD - sTsmar Uflbg sfGHrn uamLiGuTh”

HSCC (INDIA) LIMITED

(A Subsidiary of NBCC (India) Limited)
(A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ENTERPRISE)
E-6A, Sector-01, Noida-201301

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER  Dated: 22.09.2021
Online bids are invited by NBCC through HSCC for and on behalf of NCDC from eligible
applicants who fulfill qualification criteria as stipulated in Vol.-I (NIT/PQ document) for the
works “Plan, Design, Construction, Supply, Installation, Testing, Commissioning,
Calibration, Certification, Demonstration, Training, Validation of Bio-Safety Level- 3 (BSL-
3) Laboratories and other associated works on ‘Turnkey Basis’ on EPC mode at NCDC,
New Delhi” (Tender No. HSCC/SES/BSL-3/NCDC/2021). Estimated cost - Rs. 45.00 Cr.
Completion period—21 months. Tender available online from 23.09.2021 and Last Date of
submission of Bids: 14.10.2021 at 15:00 hrs.
The detailed NIT will be available on e-Tender portal http://www.tenderwizard.in/HSCC
HSCC website www.hsccltd.co.in and CPP portal. Corrigendum to this publication, if any,
would appear only on said websites and not be published.

A Miniratna Co.

Critical Dates/Information.

1. | Publishing Date 22-09-2021 (03:00 PM)

2. | Period of Downloading of Bids 22-09-2021 (03:00 PM) to 28 -09-2021 (03.00 P.M)

3. | Period of Submission of bids 22-09-2021 (03:00 PM) to 28 -09-2021 (03.00 P.M)

4. | Date of opening of Tender. 29-09-2021 at (03:00 P.M)

5. | Tender Receiving Authority: Executive Engineer , (Jal Shakti) PHE Ground Water SrinagarKashmir-190011

6. | Document Cost : Non-Refundable in the shape of Treasury Challan/receipt deposited to Account Head 0215 in favour of Executive
Engineer (Jal Shakti) PHE Ground Water Division Srinagar( at Saddar Treasury Srinagar) (The firm shall specify the name of work
for which apply)

7. | Bid Validity Period: 180 Days

8. | The bids can be downloaded or uploaded on www. Jktenders.gov.in

9. | The bids of only those agencies shall be accepted who posses valid registration certificate of construction Gravel Packed
Production Tube Wells. However due to Pandemic the renewal Registration for 2021-22 is waived off for a period of 6 months from
01-04-2021 to 30-09-2021.

10 | Instead of EMD the firm has to furnish “Bid Security Declaration”, format of the declaration is mentioned in the Bid Document

No: -PHE/GWDS/3208
Dated: 21-09-2021.
DIPK-9159

Executive Engineer,
Jal Shakti PHE Ground Water
Division, Srinagar.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT PROGRAMME OFFICER
ICDS PROJECTS BARAMULLA
(Tele-fax: 01952-237243 Email: dpoicdsbla008 @ gmail.com)

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed tenders affixed with revenue stamp of Rs.5/- for and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of

J&K Union Territory are invited from reputed registered and authorized dealers/reputed firms/stockist for the
supply of Refreshment, to this office within 15 days up to 4:00 p.m from the date of publication of the notice.
The tenders shall be opened in the office of undersigned on the next working day at 1:00 p.m in presence of
the tenderers, whosoever may wish to be present. The undersigned reserves right to reject any tenders
wholly or partially without assigning any reason thereof. The details of items are given hereunder:-

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, WATER
RESOURCES DIVISION AKLERA (JHALAWAR)

No.: EE/WR/Aklera/NIT-06/2021-22/ 1159-1200 Date:- 17/09/2021
E-Tender No. 06/2021-22

On behalf of Governor of Rajasthan, invites tender from eligible bidders for the 01 work

(Supply, installation and Maintenance of SCADA system for Chhapi Dam, District jhalawar

(Rajasthan) under e- procurement procedure. The details are available on the

followingeweb sites:-

1. www.dipr.rajasthan.gov.in

2. http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in

3. www,water.rajasthan.gov.in/wrd

4. www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

UBN is:- WRD2122WSOB00886

Sd/-
(Dharmendra Kumar Gupta)
Executive Engineer Water Resources Division Aklera
DIPR/C/9541/2021

GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN
OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT CUM MEMBER
SECRETARY, RMRS, SAWAI MAN SINGH HOSPITAL, JAIPUR
[Sawai Man Singh Road, Tonk Road, Jaipur, Rajasthan 302001]
[Phone 0141-2518308, 0141 2565647, Email-ms.smshospital @gmail.com]
No. 2960 Store/SMS/MH/2021 Jaipur dated, the 15.09.21
Notice Inviting Bid

Bids for rate contract for procurement of Hand Mini C-Arm Module for trauma centre
are invited from interested bidders up to 11.10.21 at 5.00 PM. Other particular of bid
may be visited on the procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state.
UBN No. MCJ 2122 GLRC 00106
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(An Autonomous Institution of Ministry of Education, Govt. of India) [l Iﬂ Hngﬂg EE!E §E|L\|||_I.'!'|
Dr. Homi Bhabha Road, Pune-411008 Website: www.iiserpune.ac.in EkilcE]

RECRUITMENT : NON-TEACHING POSITION
Institute invites online applications from Indian nationals

having excellent academic record and relevant work
experience for the position of ‘Superintending Engineer’
(Level 13, Un-Reserved).

For detailed advertisement and filling online application,
please visit www.iiserpune.ac.in and click on the link
“Opportunities- Technical/Administration”. The last date for
submission of online applications is October 13, 2021.

Advt. No. 64/2021/IISER-P/Proj._Rect./22.09.2021 REGISTRAR

S. | Name of work Est. Cost | Costof | Timeof | Class of Contract Prog AAA No: Chief General Manager, HSCC (1) Ltd
No Rs.in Tender | comple- J .
Lacs | Document tioI: For & on behalf of NBCC, New Delhi
1. | Construction of | Rs.34.50 | Rs.1000/- | 45 Days Registered for Capex PHE/MCN/Works/02 N
Production Tube Wells for Lacs Construction of (2020-21) of 07/2021 # o )
WSS Friends Colony Gravel Packed Dated:-09-07-2021 F _'5 -Fs-m PI.I'.I1|SIII State Powar Lorporation Limited
2 giv;)t::zmama of | Rs.34.50 | Rs.1000/- | 45 Days Pmd:ec;osrt]e::zef:rv - Languishing JKIDFC Regd Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, (Patiala)
\F;’Vrg%ugion TUbghWths for Lacs ' Construction of LUP: 2305 CIN: U401 oi?;?,i?;gts l?fn23b2?1 gg:l;b;;t; QV\;—LLWW' spcl.in
mpora Sheikhpora Gravel Packed . )
(JKIDFC)  (LUP  No.:- Production Tube Wells Chief Enginer/Stores & Workshops Organization, Sarabha Nagar,
2305). PSPCL, Ludhiana invites E-tender of 1,05,000 Nos. Stay Sets

Manufactured from M.S. Round 16mm and M.S. Channel 75x40mm
(L/W) conforming to IS: 2062/1992 (with latest editions) Grade-A
quality along with MS Plate 3x100x100mm and sectional details as
per IS: 1732/1989 for M.S. Round and as per IS: 808/1989 for M.S.
Channel with Red Oxide Primer.

For detailed NIT & Tender specification please refer to
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 24.09.2021 from 02.00 P.M. onward.
NOTE: Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at

https://eproc.punjab.gov.in. C-344-21 8134/Pb

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Re-Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering
(E-Procurement System)

Provision of vehicle for mobility of supervisors, staff
& T & P in the DY.CE/BL/TKJ unit. (2 nos. MUV)
Period - (2MUV X 24 Months) for the office
SSE/BR/M/SSB & SSE/BR/SPL/SSB

%20,70,703/-

Name of work
with its location

Approx Cost of work

Completion period of the work (24) Twenty Four Months

Upto 15.00 hrs on 18.10.2021. Opening of tender
after 15.00 hrs on same day

Date & time for submission
of tender & opening of tender

Website particulars where
complete details of Tender
can be seen & downloaded

Tender Notice No. 32-W-HIRE-MUV-1MT-DLI-21 Dated : 21.09.2021  2128/2021

Serving Customers With A Smile

Above tender available on IREPS site i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in

L
L]

#* SHRI VISHWAKARMA SKILL UNIVERSITY
(State University enacted under the Government of Haryana Act 25, 2016)
“’,"' Plot No. 147, Sector 44, Gurugram (Haryana) 122003, www.svsu.ac.in
REF. NO. SVSU/2021/DA/160 DATE: 21/09/2021
CORRIGENDUM

ADMISSION RE-OPEN FOR PG PROGRAMMES OF
ACADEMIC SESSION 2021-22
Shri Vishwakarma Skill University, Dudhola, Palwal has re-
opened the online admission portal due to declaration of
under graduate result for Post-Graduate Programmes ses-
sion 2021-22. Interested students car apply as per detailed
mentioned below till 30th September 2021:

Skill Faculty Program
M. Voc. Entrepreneurship

Skill Faculty of Management
Studies and Research M. Voc. Management-Banking and

Finance

M. Voc. Management-HRM

MBA

MBA Business Analytics

Skill Faculty of Applied Sciences | M. Voc. Geo-Infonnatics

& Humanities

M. Voc. Public Health

Skill Faculty of Agriculture M. Voc. Agriculture

For more information, students can contact 9606095464,
8708568908 & toll free No. 18001800147 and visit the official
website www.svsu.ac.in. Those candidates who have
applied earlier need not apply again and the candidate whose
Graduation result are awaited can send the result with rele-
vant document on E-mail ID: admissions@svsu.ac.in upto
30th September 2021.

Link for online apply:
https://svsu.csc-services.in/SVSU/student-login

Dean Academics

4874/HRY

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

“CORRIGENDUM”

The Tender invited vide this office NIT No. 5529-5575 dated
14.09.2021 due to be opened on 05.10.2021. The opening date

S.No. | Refreshment (Item Description) Quantity Units Rate of tender is hereby postponed from 05.10.2021 to 19.10.2021
1 2 3 4 5 due to some administrative reasons. The details of key dates are
1) Kehwa with roti and service (normal cup) 1 Cup rate per cup with roti as under:-
2) Samoosa with tomato Ketchup with service (normal size) 1 No rate per smoosa ﬁr. Description Previous dates New dates
3 Mineral water Bislari /Aquafina with service in glasses 1 Bottle | rate per bottle 1| Date of Online Publication _ |23.09.2021 at 17:00 HRS __|08.10.2021 at 17:00 HRS
4) Biryani Chicken(full) with service 1 No rate per biryani 2 |Document Download Start|23.09.2021 at 17:00 HRS upto [08.10.2021 at 17:00 HRS upto
5) Biryani Chicken (half) with service 1 No rate per biryani and End Date 05.10.2021 at 10:00 HRS 19.10.2021 at 10:00 HRS
n n n 3 Bid Submission Start and End 23.09.2021 17:00 HRS upto (08.10.2021 at 17:00 HRS upto
6) Tea Lipton with service (normal cup) 1 Cup rate per cup Date 05.10.2021 at 10:00 HRS 19.10.2021 at 10:00 HRS
7) Shirmal sweet /salty 1 No rate per shirmal 4 [Date of Technical Bid opening |05.10.2021 at 11:00 HRS 19.10.2021 at 11:00 HRS
8 Juice Tin with service ! No rate per tih Other terms and conditions of the tender will remain same.
9) Fresh Banana 1 Dozen Rate per Dozen ) .
10) Burger 1 No Rate per Burger Executive Engineer,
11) Boiled Egg 1 Dozen Rate per Dozen Paonta B&R Division,

THE TERMS ANDCONDITIONS :

1.
2.

The tender document is available in the office of undersigned.

Rs. 200/- (Rupees two hundred) on account of cost of tender document shall be deposited in the

Government treasury under Major Head: 0235-SSW after proper receipt and receipt copy may be

deposited with the tender document.

The tender document should be accompanied with CDR/FDR worth Rs.5000/- (Rupees Five

Thousand) only as Earnest money from any Scheduled Bank of India/ J&K Bank Ltd. Pledged to the

District Programme Officer, ICDS Baramulla.

The tenderer shall carefully examine the conditions and specifications of tender documents enclosed

and in case of any doubt the tenderer shall get it clarified before signing the contract.

The tenderer should be approved firm /agency and possesses valid licence (copy of registration/license

may be deposited with the tender document.
No:-DPOP/ICDS/Bla/2021/2474-77

Dated: 21 - 09 -2021. DIPK-9191

District Programme Officer (ICDS)
(Nodal Officer BBBP) Baramulla

Se
Territory are invited from reputed registered and authorized dealers/reputed firms/stockist for the supply of
Tentage, and other items on Rent, to this office within 15 days up to 4.00 P.M. from the date of publication of
the notice. The tenders shall be opened in the office of undersigned on the next working day at 1.00 P.M. in
presence of the tenderers, whosoever may wish to be present. The undersigned reserves right to reject any
tenders wholly or partially without assigning any reason thereof. The details of items are given hereunder

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT PROGRAMME OFFICER

ICDS PROJECTS BARAMULLA
(Tele-fax: 01952-237243 Email: dpoicdsbla008 @ gmail.com)

TENDER NOTICE
aled tenders affixed with Revenue Stamp of Rs. 5/- for and on behalf of the lieutenant Governor of J&K Union

No. DROP/ICDS/Bla/2021-2471-73
Dated: 21.09.2021

1. Rent charges of the Tentage with decorated roof along with the following items:-

a) Shamyana canvas 1 Sq. feet rate per sq. feet

b) Matting plain jute 1 Sq. feet rate per sq. feet

c) Matting plain duret 1 Sq. feet rate per sq. feet

d) Carpet matting 1 Sq. feet rate per sq. feet

e) Plastic chair (normal size) superior covered with cloth 1 No rate per chair

f) Plastic chair (normal size) superior 1 No rate per chair

9) Table with table cloth (normal size) superior 1 No rate per table

h) Sofa set normal superior. 1 Set rate per set

i) Office chairs wooden superior normal size 1 No rate per chair

i) Public address system with cordless mike system 1 No rate per system
& collar mike & large speakers

k) Tea-poy normal size 1 No rate per tea-poy

1) Stage 10*12*12 with carpet matting 1 Sq. feet rate per sq. feet

THE TERMS ANDCONDITIONS :

1. The tender document is available in the office of undersigned.

Rs. 200/- (Rupees two hundred) on account of cost of tender document shall be deposited in the
Government treasury under Major Head: 0235-SSW after proper receipt and receipt copy may be
deposited with the tender document.

3. The tender document should be accompanied with CDR/FDR worth Rs.5000/- (Rupees Five
Thousand) only as Earnest money from any Scheduled Bank of India/ J&K Bank Ltd. Pledged to the
District Programme Officer, ICDS Baramulla.

4.  The tenderer shall carefully examine the conditions and specifications of tender documents enclosed
and in case of any doubt the tenderer shall get it clarified before signing the contract.

5.  The tenderer should be approved firm /agency and possesses valid licence (copy of registration/license

may be deposited with the tender document.
District Programme Officer (ICDS)

DIPK-9189 (Nodal Officer BBBP) Baramulla
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NEW OKHLA INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida G.B. Nagar, (UP)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from firms/contractors registered
with UPLC Lucknow for the following jobs against which bids
can be uploaded and same shall be opened / downloaded as
per schedule mentioned. The details and conditions of all
tenders are available on NOIDA Authority's official website:
www.noidaauthorityonline.com & http://etender.up.nic.in
Please ensure to see these websites for any changes/
amendments & corrigendum etc.

A) (1) 35/DGM(JAL)/AO/SM(JAL)-1/2021-22, M/o W/s (Two
Year Repairing of VT Motor and Electrical Works in Network
Sector-119, 120 and 151 to 154) Noida. Cost Rs. 55.07 Lacs.
The above tenders can be uploaded by date 29.09.2021 upto
5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on
date 30.09.2021 at 11.00 AM.

Office Senior Manager (JAL)-l
Sector-5 Noida

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH
HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ROADS TRANSFORMATION
PROJECT (HPSRTP)

Request for Expression of Interest Proposal (REol)

Name of Project: Himachal Pradesh State Roads
Transformation Project (HPSRTP)

Loan No./Credit No. 9066-IN

Grant No.:

Date: September 21, 2021

The Chief Engineer-cum-Project Director, State Roads Project, HPRIDCL
Nirman Bhawan, Nigam Vihar Shimla-171002, Himachal Pradesh India
invites the Request for Expression of Interest Proposals from national con-
sultants for the consultancy services as detailed in the table below:-

Sr. | Description of the | Date of availability of | Last date/Time
No. |Consultancy Services Detailed Request for | for submission
Expression of Interest | of Proposals
Proposals Document
on HPRIDCL web site
1. Consultancy  Services  for| September 23, 2021 October 18,
Replacement/ up gradation of | (Request for Expression 2021

Existing Web based Road
Management System (RMS)
application with  RAMS along
with data collection and engi-
neering services” (RAMS) for
HPRIDCL

of Interest Proposal
document)

Note:- Any further addendum/Corrigendum to this Request for Expression of
Interest Proposals Documents shall be available to all interesting
firms on official web site of HPRIDC under link http://himachalser-
vices.nic.in/hpridc/HPSRTP.html.. Proposal must be delivered in a
written form to the address below (in person, or by post) by October
18, 2021 at 15:00 hours (IST).

Chief Engineer-cum-Project Director,
State Roads Project, HPRIDCL,
Nirman Bhawan, Nigam Vihar,

0423/HP Facsimile: +91-177-2620663; Tel: +91-177-2627602

Government of Odisha
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEER
CUTTACK (R&B) CIRCLE, CUTTACK

E-mail.ID-sectcrb_2006 @yahoo.co.in Tel/Fax - 0671-2301751/2302751
(‘e' - PROCUREMENT NOTICE )
Bid Identification No.CCE.Ctc.(R&B) 18/2021-22
1. The Chief Construction Engineer, Cuttack (R&B)Circle, Cuttack on behalf of
Governor of Odisha invites on Percentage rate basis bid in double cover system

in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for Building work as mentioned
below.

- 2 Nos.

:- Building works.

- ‘A, Special & Super Class

- Rs. 10000/- (online)

- From 24.09.2021 to 16.00 Hours of 11.10.2021

. No. of work

. Nature of work
Class of contractor
. Tender paper cost

. Available of bid documents
in the web site.

. Date of opening of bid - Dt. 16.10.2021 at 11.00 Hours.

8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be
seen from the website https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum /
corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said web site.

Sd/-

P.K.Pradhan

Chief Construction Engineer
Cuttack(R&B)Circle,
OIPR-34012/11/0026/2122

oo s wN
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SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that
one lady namely Neetu D/o Sh. Shishpal
R/o H.No. 896, G-Block, Phase-VI, Aya
Nagar, New Delhi has been Missing/
kidnapped from the area of PS: Fatehpur
Beri, Delhi since 16.06.2021 In this
regard, a case DD No.23A dated.
17.06.2021 has been registered at P.S.
Fatehpur Beri, Delhi. The description of
the missing lady as under

Age: 25 Years, Complexion: Fair,
Height: 5’, Face: Round, Built: Medium,
Wearing: Grey Colour Suit and Blue Colour Jeans and Jutti in
feet. Sincere efforts have been made by the local police to trace
out her but no clue has come to light so far. If anyone has any
information about the been missing/kidnapped lady then please
inform P.S. Fatehpur Beri Delhi at following Tel No./e-mail:
cic@cbi.gov.in and Website: http://cbi.nic.in
Ph: 011-24368638, 24368641

Fax No. 011-24368639

Sd/- S.H.0.

Fatehpur Beri Delhi
DP/692/SD/2021

Phone: 011-26659611

New Delhi

RailTel

(A Government of India Undertaking)
CIN No L64202DL2000GOI107905

Corrigendum No.4 Date: 21.09.2021
E—Tender No: RailTel/OT/ER/HQ/2020-21/VSS/
1294,Dt: 30.05.2021

Name of the Work:  Supply, Installation,
Testing, Commissioning, Integration with
Existing VSS Infra, Operation and
Maintenance of IP based Video Surveillance
System (VSS) at Railway
Stations under Eastern Region of RailTel
for and on behalf of Indian Railways from
Nirbhaya Fund.

The present Tender Document for IREPS
E—Tender Notice No: RCIL_ER_21-
22_1294A, Dated: 30.07.2021(E-Tender No.
RailTel/OT/ER/HQ/2020-21/VSS/1294 Dt:
30.05.2021) is being withdrawn. Anew revised
tender document is uploaded as RCIL_ER_21-
22_1294A, Dated: 21.09.2021. (E-Tender No.
RailTel/OT/ER/HQ/2021-22/VSS/1294A
Dt. 21.09.2021) Bidders are requested to
submit all credentials as per the revised Tender
document Dt.21.09.2021 (Corrigendum-4)
Further Addendum/Corrigendum will be
uploaded in RailTel Website only.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice No. SNT-JP-15-2021-22

DRM (S&T)/ North Western Railway/
Jaipur, for and on behalf of the
President of India invite E-Tenders
from registered tenderer/bidders for
the following work: Sr. No. 1.
Particulars: Name of work with it
location: Description: Provision of
120M long Dead end on line no-3
towards Phulera end at Khathurwas
station on RPC Section. Sr. No. 2.
Particulars: Approx Cost of work (Rs):
Description: Rs. 2795907.17/- Sr. No.
3. Particulars: Earnest Money (Rs.):
Description: 0/- (Online Payment
Only), Sr. No. 4. Particulars: Date &
Time for Submission up to on
www.ireps.gov.in: Description:
12.10.2021 Up to 15.00 Hrs. Sr. No. 5.
Particulars: Website Particulars &
Notice board location: Description:
www.ireps.gov.in and DRM office/
NWR/Jaipur 505-SR/21

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice No. SNT-JP-21-2021-22

DRM (S&T)/ North Western Railway/
Jaipur, for and on behalf of the
President of India invite E-Tenders
from registered tenderer/bidders for
the following work: Sr. No. 1.
Particulars: Name of work with it
location: Description: Provision of
RDSO approved Automatic fire
detection and alarm system for S&T
installation and Air Condition in Relay
Room at 32 Stations in RPC and SIKR-
LHU Section of Jaipur Division. S. No.
2. Particulars: Approx Cost of work
(Rs): Description: Rs. 15683588.51/-
S. No. 3. Particulars: Earnest Money
(Rs.): Description: 0/- (Online
Payment Only), Sr. No. 4. Particulars:
Date & Time for Submission up to on
www.ireps.gov.in: Description:
11.10.2021 Up to 15.00 Hrs. Sr. No. 5.
Particulars: Website Particulars &
Notice board location: Description:
www.ireps.gov.in and DRM office/
NWR/Jaipur 503-SR/21

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice
Water Vending Vending Machine
allotment contract
Tender Notice No. 167/2021/Coml/BKN/ClusterA
Dated 20.09.2021
Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager N.W.
Rly Bikaner on behalf of the President of
India invites Tender under two packet
system for the purpose of allotment of
Water Vending Machine at'A & B' category
stations (A category = Bikaner, Lalgarh,
Suratgarh, Hanumangarh, Sri
Ganganagar, Bhiwani, Hisar & B category
= Sirsa), in cluster A over Bikaner Division
for the period as mentioned in the enclosed
documents. The date of submission and
opening of Tender and detail of the earnest
money and Cost of tender form are as
under:- N. 1, Item: Name of Work:
Details: Allotment of Water Vending
Machines atall'A& B' category stationsii.e.
Bikaner, Lalgarh, Suratgarh, Sri
Ganganagar, Hanumangarh, Hisar,
Bhiwani & Sirsa under Two packet system
in cluster A over Bikaner Division. N. 2,
Item: Approxmate cost of the work:
Details: Earning Contract, N. 3, Item:
Period of contact: Details: Five (05)
Years, N. 4, Item: Earnest money to be
deposited: Details: Rs. 3,62,500/- (Rs.
Three lakh Sixty Two thousand five
hundred only) shall be accepted only
online net banking or gateway payment
facilities only. N. 5, Item: Cost of Tender
form: Details: Rs. 6000/- (Rs. Six
thousand only) non-refundable, cost of
tender) shall be accepted only online net
banking or payment gateway only. N. 6,
Item: Reserve Price in (Rs.), Details: Rs.
72,50,000/- (Seventy Two lacs Fifty
thousand only) for the period of five years.
N. 7, Item: Date and time of submission
of e-tender: Details: 18.10.2021 up to
15.00 hrs. through online
www.ireps.gov.in, N. 8, Item: Date and
time of opening of e-tender: 18.10.2021
at 15.30 hrs., N. 9, Item: Authority and
place for submission of tender Cost &
Tender Security (EMD), required
documents (if any) and seeking
clarifications on tender documents:
Details: Through online www.ireps.gov.in
only. N. 10, Item: Website particulars:
Details: www.ireps.gov.in, Receipt of
Bids: The bidder should submit his online
on IREPS portal www.ireps.gov.in not later
than 15.00 hrs. on date mentioned in
above table. Bids shall be opened on the
same day on IREPS portal
www.ireps.gov.in at 15.30 hrs. In case on
date of opening of tender is declared as
holiday, the tender will be opened on the
next working day at the same time. The
Railway Administration reserve the full
right to cancel tenders without as%'%g'w?’

Please join us on [ Bl i@ #/NWRailways
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Rs 50,000 TO NEXT OF KIN;

COVERS FUTURE VICTIMS

Covid deaths:

Centre okays
ex-gratia, state
funds to coverit

Centre cites financial prudence; Kerala,
Rajasthan minister say can’t pass buck

Air quality:
New WHO
norms, NnOwW
almost entire
India polluted

~ ANURADHA
. MASCARENHAS &
PM Modi leaving for US trip Wednesday. At a Covid Summit, = ESHAROY
presses for nations to mutually recognise certificates. P17 P10 PUNE,NEW DELHI,
SEPTEMBER 22
THE WORLD Health Organisation

UK updates, Covishield
okay, not jab certificate;

(WHO) on Wednesday released
stringent air quality guidelines,
lowering the recommended lev-
els of pollutants that can be con-
sidered safe for human health.

— EXPRESS INVESTIGATION - PART2 —

{80-cr deal for JD(U) leader’s
family, ex-Minister’s nephew

in long list of VIP contractors
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

THE NATIONAL Disaster
Management (NDMA) has rec-
ommended an ex-gratiaamount
of Rs 50,000 for loss of life due to
Covid-19 — an amount that will
be provided by states from
the State Disaster Relief Fund
(SDRF) and distributed by the
District Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) or the district
administrations.

In guidelines brought out to
enable this, the Authority said
that the payment, to be paid to
the next of kin of the deceased,
shall be subject to the cause of
death being certified as Covid-19
as per guidelines brought out by
the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW) and Indian
Council of Medical Research

Definition
@ holds key

EXPLAINED

WHILE OFFICIAL figures
peg the Covid death
count at 4,45,768, claims
for compensation will
depend on what consti-
tutes a ‘Covid death’. On
September 3, the Centre
had laid down guidelines
specifying under what
conditions official docu-
ments can be issued with
‘Death due to Covid-19’
as cause of death.

The payments, NDMA added,
“will continue to be provided for
deaths that may occur in the fu-
ture phases of the Covid-19

(ICMR) on September 3. CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
INSIDE

IDFC SHAREHOLDERS | KERALA: DATA SHOW

REJECT VINOD RAI NO LOVE, DRUG JIHAD

ZEE ENTERTAINMENT, | WOMEN IN NDA: SC

SONY MERGER r2aGce17 | WON'T DEFER ro, 10

govt says not told reason

SHUBHAJITROY & BuUsINESs As UsUAL
KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22 By UNNY

A DAY after External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar raised the
issue of non-recognition of
Covishield with newly ap-
pointed British Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss, the UK updated its
travel guidance, clarifying that
the formulations of Covishield
qualify it as an “approved” vac-
cine but not the Covid-19 certifi-
cates issued by India.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

While aPM2.5 concentration
of 25 micrograms per cubic me-
tre ina 24-hour period was con-
sidered safe earlier, the WHO has
now said that a concentration of
over 15 micrograms is not safe.

The recommended levels of
six most common air pollutants
- PM2.5, PM10, ozone, nitrogen
dioxide, sulphur dioxide , and
carbon monoxide - have all been
revised downwards from the ex-
isting norms that have been in
place since 2005.

PM2.5 and PM10refer to par-
ticulate matters of sizes 2.5 mi-
crons or less, and 10 microns and
less, respectively (micron is one

CONTINUED ONPAGE 4

A father’s search of 14 months ends,
identifies body of a ]awan in Kulgam

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 22

AFTER MORE than 14 months of
looking for the remains of his
son, on Wednesday, Manzoor
Ahmad Wagay received a call
from a relative in a nearby vil-
lage. “They said a body covered
in tarpaulin has been found in

Shakir Manzoor disappeared
in August 2020. Express

an orchard, and that it is possi-
bly Shakir’s.”

Shakir Manzoor, who was
serving as a Rifleman in a
Territorial Army unit at Balpora
in Shopian, disappeared on
August 2,2020, after an Eid lunch
at home. He was kidnapped by
suspected militants while re-
turning to the camp where he

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

e - HTH -
SANTOSH SINGH VT T - 09
MADHUBANI, ARARIA, HarEEStAw - fwor T

SAMASTIPUR, SHEIKHPURA,
SEPTEMBER 22

THERE'S NOTHING wrongin do-
ing business. This was the re-
sponse of Deputy Chief Minister
and BJPleader
Tarkishore

Prasad when
he was asked

" =

Fafor & 2049-20

Fadle Chem is owned by family members of JD(U) ex-state
secretary Anil Singh. Santosh Singh

Taken serious note, will

about  the
Rs 53-crore °
mranrsa - probe: Bihar Govt; Opp
KaJal projects )
which, as The
nimioes - targets Deputy CM
investigation
has found,
wereawarded SANTOSH SINGH
to his daugh- PATNA,SEPTEMBER 22
ter-in-law and DyCM
twofirms,one  INTHE wake of The Indian Express Tarkishore
linked to his  report that contracts worth at Prasad
brother-in- least Rs 53 crore were awarded
law and the underBihar’sHar Ghar NalKaJal
JD(U)'s Anil other to three  drinking water scheme to family Late Wednesday, Prasad took
Singh (top);  aides.Prasad’s members and aides of Deputy  partinameeting of top BJP state
Vinod is the most ChiefMinister Tarkishore Prasad, leaders,including general secre-
NarayanJha  high-profile the state government said it will ~ tary (organisation) Bhikhubhai
___ nameonalist. probe the “process of bidding  Dalsaniya, at the residence of the
That and tenderingif there are specific ~ other Deputy CM Renu Devi.

shows how long is the shadow
of political patronage in the
award of contracts under Bihar's
flagship scheme to take drinking
water to the doorstep.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 11

complaints”.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 11

PART lll: WHAT WORKS, WHAT DOESN'T —
ATALE OF 2 VILLAGES

$ MARUTI SUZUKI

Scan the QR Code to

experience the world of NEXA.

Contact us at

1800-200-16392
1800-102-{NEXA

www.hexaexperience.com
NOW YOU CAN ALSO BOOK ONLINE

== NEXA DARYAGAN) S NEXA LAJPAT NAGAR NEXA OKHLA PHASE 1 NEXA EAST OF KAILASH NEXA SAFDARJUNG ENCLAVE
=~ TR SAWHNEV AUTOMOBILES 3= BAGGA LINK MOTORS PREM MOTORS RANA MOTORS TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES
52 PH: 8929200160 = H: 9818199367 PH: 011-42900000, 7065074531 PH: 9999788886
NEXA GT KARNAL ROAD NEXA PREET VIHAR NEXA AKSHARDHAM  NEXA PATPARGAN) NEXA DILSHAD GARDEN GO U PU
RANA MOTORS TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES FAIRDEAL CARS MAGIC AUTO COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES VIPUL MOTORS PVT. LTD.
PH: 7289999111 PH: 7290091122 PH: 9999525161 PH: 8929400503 PH: 8377007962 H: 9870194313
NEXA RAJOURI GARDEN NEXA JANAKPURI NEXA SECTOR 10 NEXA SECTOR 1 NEXA SECTOR 63 [P NEXA IND AREA GREATER NOIDA
TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES DD MOTORS FAIR DEAL CARS ROHAN MOTORS VIPUL MOTORS =8 ROHAN MOTORS
PH: 9999525750 PH: 9081900800 PH: 9953993450 PH: 8376800026 PH: 9999499797 S = PH: 8376800044
NEXA MATHURA ROAD NEXA SECTOR62  NEXA IDC SEC 14 GURUGRAM NEXA MG ROAD NEXA RAJIV CHOWK GURUGRAM
PASCO AUTOMOBILES VIPUL MOTORS PREM MOTORS AUTOMOBILES RANA MOTORS

PH: 9999120572 PH: 7404666666

PH: 0124-4440000, 7065074501

PASCO
PH: 9711290001 PH: 8585991111

NEXA SECTOR 29 GURUGRAM
TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES
PH: 9999525740

==
==
gt
Sz
=0

NEXA IMT MANESAR
PLATINUM MOTO CORP
PH: 9953345301

PH: 9582797748

NEXA MAYAPURI
KRISH AUTOMOBILES
PH: 783855 5076

=

NEXA SOHNA ROAD

é

PH: 7290025353

NEXA WAZIRPUR
COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES

COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES

JAGMORAN ACTONOTIVES PVT. LTD. DB MOTORS. KRISH MOTORS
PH:7290054935  PH:9081900800 PH: 7838555047 SMART FINANCE
NEXA MOTI NAGAR NEXA DWARKA SECTOR 14 NEXA DWARKA SECTOR 9 AN ONLINE END-TO-END
AAA VEHICLEADES PVT. LTD.  COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES MAGIC AUTO . CAR FINANCE SOLUTION
PH: 8448993400 PH: 9811807307 PH: 7290075604 E
NEXA MEERUT ROAD NEXA SAHIBABAD E] NEXANIT NEXA BATA CHOWK £ » Pre-approved loans
ROHAN MOTORS LTD. MOTORCRAFT SALES =| BVAAUTO VIPUL MOTORS z
PH: 9599040601 PH: 8130582222 = PH: 1294121212 PH: 9599814771 E » Custom generated loans
NEXA SOHNA NEXA DELHI ROAD 4 NEXA PALWAL CENTRAL x . .
PASCO AUTOMOBILES DINCO 4 WHEELS LLP AUTONATION ] » Multiple financiers
PH: 9899961000 PH: 7082100301 = PH: 9311864040 5
O
[Z]

*T&C apply. Features and accessories shown may not be part of standard fitment. Black glass shade on the vehicle is due to the lighting effect. Images used are for illustration purposes only. All offers are brought to you by NEXA dealers only. Offers may vary subject to the model and variant purchased.
Maruti Suzuki reserves the right to withdraw offers at any point in time without any advance notice. Maruti Suzuki Smart Finance is now available pan-India. Maruti Suzuki Subscribe available only in selected cities.

EREATEES NSPIRE.

» Loan status tracking

New Delhi
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GOOGLE AND YOUR PRIVACY: A DETAILED LOOK AT ALL THE DATAIT COLLECTS

Given how dependent we are on Google, let’s take a look at how you can get better control over Google and the
datait collects about your online behaviour.

INPICTURES

15 YEARS OF ‘KHOSLA
KA GHOSLA’

The film was released
in 2006, three years
after being shot

KOLKATA’S DHAMSA
TRIBALRESTAURANT
Offers delicious
indigenous food

and rural charm

Punjab CM: Why
Amarinder Singh

resigned

In this episode, hosted by Shashank
Bhargava, we take a look at what led to
Amarinder Singh’s resignation, why the
Congress picked Channi, how it will affect
the party, and the role of the Congress
Central leadership in the entire matter.

FROMPAGE ONE

UK

This means that Indian trav-
ellers will continue to be treated
as “unvaccinated” and will still
have to take a pre-departure RT-
PCR test, further RT-PCR tests on
Day 2 and Day 8 of arrival, and
self-isolate at their destination
address for 10 days after entry.

British authorities are in
touch with the team in India
managing the vaccine certifica-
tion through CoWIN.

Alex Ellis, the British High
Commissioner to India, said:
“We are clear Covishield is not a
problem. The UK is open to
travel and we are already seeing
a lot of people going from India
to the UK... Over 62,500 student
visas have been issued in the
year ending June 2021... We
want to make the process of
travelling as easy as possible...
We have been having detailed
technical discussions regarding
certification, with the builders
of the CoWIN app and the NHS
app.”

Dr R S Sharma, the CEO,
National Health Authority (NHA),
which hasdesigned the COWINIT
infrastructure, told The Indian
Express they have not received
“any official communication”
from the UK government. “I am
not aware of any concern being
raised,” Sharma said, adding that
while he had beenapproached by
the British High Commission say-
ing " the NHS was interested in
knowing about COWIN", no con-
cerns had been raised in the two
meetings held.

“We had meetings on
September 16 and September
21. They explained their system
and we explained our system.
They sent a message that tech-
nical discussions have been
completed and to their satisfac-
tion. There were no concerns,”
Sharma said.

The CEO added, “There can
be no concern because our prod-
uct is as perfect as it can be. It is
QR code-based and absolutely
verifiable. Its authenticity can be
verified; its integrity can be ver-
ified.”

Sharma further said India’s
vaccination certificate was
WHO-compliant, except on the
minor issue of providing com-

plete details of birth. “We don’t
collect things that are not rele-
vant. We only collect the year of
birth, because the passport al-
ready has the date of birth."

Even on that issue, Sharma
said, the CoWIN platform allows
travellers to enter complete de-
tails for the purpose of interna-
tional travel.

A British High Commission
spokesperson said, “We are en-
gaging with the Government of
India to explore how we could
expand UK recognition of vac-
cine certification to people vac-
cinated by a relevant public
health body in India.”

From October 4, England's
current 'traffic light' system to
screen those entering the coun-
try from red, amber or green
countries -- based on levels of
Covid-19risk -- will be scrapped
and replaced with a single red
list. So, from that day, besides the
US and Europe, travellers from 17
countries with eligible vaccines,
including Australia, Japan,
Singapore and Malaysia, will be
cleared to enter the UK if they
have been vaccinated with one
of the four approved vaccines --
Oxford/AstraZeneca, Pfizer
BioNTech, Moderna, or Janssen.
Indiais not yet on that list.

OnTuesday, Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla had said
that Jaishankar met British
Foreign Secretary Truss in New
York and raised the issue
“strongly”, calling it a “discrimi-
natory policy”.

WHO guidelines

millionth of ametre),and are the
most common pollutants, as
well as causes of respiratory dis-
eases.

The new guidelines take into
account several scientific stud-
iesinrecent years that have sug-
gested that air pollution is much
more damaging to human
health than earlier known. By
WHO's own estimates, nearly 7
million deaths every year can
now be attributed to diseases
thatare a direct cause of air pol-
lution.

The new air quality guide-
lines mean that nearly entire
India would be considered a pol-
luted zone for most of the year.
ButIndiais notalone. By WHO's

pandemic as well, or until fur-
ther notification”.

Atleast two states have re-
sponded to the guidelines, say-
ing the Centre cannot leave the
payment of ex-gratia entirely
to states.

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said that while
states cannot entirely distance
themselves from providing the
assistance, a major share of the
same has to come from the
Central government, which
cannot say it has norole to play
in paying the ex-gratiaamount.

InRajasthan, Congress state
president and Minister of State
for Education Govind Singh
Dotasara told The Indian
Express, “You can’timpose (the
ex-gratia payment) on states...
tell them what to do or what
not to do. It should be done by
the Centre through their relief
fund. No doubt about it. You
give funds for hailstorm, floods,
etc., so you should now add
Covid too.It's not that only one
state has been affected by it, it's
a pandemic. It should be cov-
ered under the National
Disaster Relief Fund.”

Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot, who also holds the
Finance portfolio, could not be
reached for comments.

The NDMA -- the country's
apex disaster management
body that's headed by the
Prime Minister -- drew up the
guidelines on September 11 in
response to a direction by the
Supreme Court on June 30.0n

Wednesday, the government
submitted the NDMA guide-
lines to the top court.

The court while hearing pe-
titions by two lawyers - Gaurav
Kumar Bansal and Reepak
Kansal - had asked the NDMA
to come up with guidelines for
payment of ex-gratia. It, how-
ever, left “what reasonable
amount to be offered towards ex
gratiaassistance...to the wisdom
of National Authority which”
the court said “may consider de-
termining the amount taking
into consideration” factors “such
as, requirement/availability of
the fund under the NDRF/SDRF
for other reliefs and the priori-
ties determined by the National
Authority/Union Government
and the fund required for other
minimum standards of relief
and fund required for preven-
tion, preparedness, mitigation
and recovery and other reliefs to
carry out the obligation under
Disaster Management Act
2005".

Drawing up the guidelines,
the NDMA said, “Covid-19is a
disaster that has not abated.
The total number of deaths
continues to rise. There is un-
certainty about new variants of
the virus and the likely future
waves. Therefore, it is not pos-
sible to ascertain the total fi-
nancial burden emanating
from ex-gratia assistance.
Financial prudence demands
that we plan in a manner that
assistance can be provided to
large number of people should

Centre okays ex-gratia for Covid
deaths, state funds to cover it

the number of deaths rise.”

Itadded that “state govern-
ments have already been in-
curring large expenditure from
SDRF on various aspects of
Covid-19 prevention, manage-
ment and response. In addi-
tion, central government from
the national budget has an-
nounced several measures to
prevent Covid-19 (nationwide
vaccination drive)as well as to
provide relief assistance to
those affected by Covid-19 (for
example, support provided to
the orphaned children and PM
Garib Kalyan Yojana Package).
State governments have also
announced welfare measures
from the state budgets. So, in
effect, some financial and ma-
terial assistance has already
been provided to different
forms in some of the most
valuable sections”.

Deciding the quantum of
payment, the Authority took
into account other disasters
that are likely to happen and
the need to provide assistance
in those cases too. “While
Covid-19 is an unprecedented
disaster, other natural disasters
that occur more frequently
have not abated. It isimportant
that sufficient funds are avail-
able to provide atimely and ef-
fective response to other disas-
ters as well.”

The apex court had also
asked the Centre to come up
with simplified guidelines for
issuing official documents to
family members of Covid-19

victims, which would help
them pursue correction of pa-
persissued by the municipal or
otherauthorities in connection
with the death.

In response, the Ministry
and ICMR jointly brought out
the guidelines, according to
which those cases that are di-
agnosed through an RT-PCR/
Molecular Test/ Rapid Antigen
Test, or those that have been
clinically determined inahos-
pital or anin-patient facility by
aphysician while one is admit-
ted there, will be recognised as
Covid deaths.

It also decided to treat
deaths happening within 30
days from the date of testing or
from the date of being clini-
cally determined as a Covid-19
case as death due to Covid-19,
even if it takes place outside
the hospital/ in-patient facility.

However, deaths occurring
due to poisoning, suicide,
homicide, accidents etc will
not be treated as Covid-19
deaths even if the virus infec-
tion is an accompanying con-
dition, said the guidelines.

While considering these
guidelines, the Supreme Court
asked the government to re-
consider the guideline that said
that in case of a Covid patient
committing suicide, it won't be
treated as a Covid death.

According to the health
ministry, the cumulative death
count currently stands at
4,45,768. INPUTS FROM

ENS, JAIPUR; PTI

own admission, more than 90
per cent of the world’s popula-
tion lived in areas which did not
meet its 2005 pollution stan-
dards. With the norms now be-
ing made even more stringent,
this proportion would go up.
But South Asia, and espe-
cially India, continues to remain
one of the most polluted areas

inthe world, with pollutant lev-
els several times higher than
recommended levels. In Delhi,
for example, a Greenpeace study
found the average concentration
of PM2.5in 2020 to be nearly 17
times higher than the recom-
mended levels. In Mumbai, pol-
lution levels were eight times
higher; in Kolkata, over nine

times higher; and in Chennai,
over five times higher.
According to Pune-based Dr
Sundeep Salvi, arespiratory dis-
eases expert who is part of the
Global Burden of Disease study;,
over 95 per cent of India’s popu-
lation already lived in areas
where pollution levels were
higher than WHO's 2005 norms.

India’s own national air qual-
ity standards are much more le-
nient, even compared to WHO'’s
2005 norms. For example, the
recommended PM2.5 concen-
tration over a 24-hour period is
60 micrograms per cubic metre,
compared to 25 micrograms ad-
vised by WHO’s 2005 guide-
lines. But even these lower stan-

dards are hardly met. In the last
few years, the government has
been working on a plan to re-
duce air pollution in some cities
by 20-30 per cent by 2024 on a
2017 baseline.

The WHO norms are not
binding on any country. These
are only recommended norms
considered safe for human
health, as assessed by scientific
studies. But bad air quality does
affect the international image of
acountry as a favourable tourist
and investment destination.

Scientists and health experts
said the new WHO norms
should push India to work
harder to make its air cleaner
and safer. “There are two things
to take note. One, that there is
now sufficient scientific evi-
dence to show that particulate
matter in the atmosphere has
damaging impacts on human
health even at levels that were
below the 2005 WHO standards.
Second, India’s own standards,
which are way above the 2005
WHO guidelines, probably need
arevision too if we want to pro-
tect human lives,” Salvi said.

WHO said 80 per cent of the
deaths now attributed to PM2.5
exposure could be avoided if
countries are able to attain its
new air quality standards. Even
achieving the 2005 standards
would result in avoiding 48 per
cent of these deaths, it said.

S N Tripathi, a professor at
[IT-Kanpur and a steering com-
mittee member of India’s
National Clean  Energy
Programme, argued for more
comprehensive health studies to
address suggestions that the
Indian population had far
greater resilience against air pol-
lution.

“There are no two ways
about the need to revise India’s
air quality standards to make
them more stringent. In parallel,
we have to strengthen our
health data and revise the
National Clean Air Programme
accordingly. Raw health data is
required to conduct a large range
of health studies vis-a-vis air
pollution impact for India’s var-
ied demography, exposure and
differing PM2.5 composition. A
single exposure prevention re-
sponse will not suit the Indian

population,” he said.

TA jawan

was posted. The same night, his
charred vehicle was recovered
from a field in neighbouring
Kulgam district, about 16 km
from his village.

About seven days later,
Shakir's clothes were found in a
ditch 3 km from the house -- a
pair of beige trousers and a
brown shirt covered in dried
blood and mud. But with no
trace of the body, Wagay
launched a desperate search for
his son.

OnWednesday, Wagay iden-
tified the body found in the
Mohammadpora area of
Kulgam district as Shakir's. The
body was recovered with a
tracksuit and an amulet that the
family says belonged to Shakir.
“We are sure that it is Shakir. He
had an accident a few years ago
and had stitches on his foot.
Though the body was decom-
posed, the doctors at the hospi-
tal, where the body was taken,
cleaned the foot and we saw the
stitches. Police want to confirm
the identity and the body has
been kept in Army custody
overnight, but we will bury him
tomorrow,” Shakir's younger
brother Shaan said.

Shaan, who was studying in
Aligarh when Shakir went miss-
ing, had to drop out of college as
the family exhausted all its re-
sources looking for any trace of
Shakir.

Wagay says he can finally
find some closure and bury the
remains of his son, the fifth of his
six children and the only earn-
ing member in the family.

Of the four militants sus-
pected to have kidnapped
Shakir, Wagay visited the fami-
lies of three to ask them where
his son had been buried. Wagay
believes that overground work-
ers or the militants themselves,
moved by his desperate appeals
to allow his son a proper burial,
may have exhumed the body
and left it for the family to find.

DGP J&K Police Dilbag Singh
told The Indian Express that
while the family has identified
the body as Shakir's, “police have
taken the DNA samples for au-
thentication”.

Centre can retire a staffer
despite clean chit: HC

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

UPHOLDING THE Centre’s deci-
sion to compulsorily retire 1985-
batch IRS officer Ashok Kumar
Aggarwal, Delhi High Court on
Wednesday said the Centre has
all the powers and authority to
compulsorily retire an employee,
evenif there is acquittal from the
charges levelled against him by
the government, after assess-
ment of his service record and
performance by the Review
Committee.

“There can be water proof
tents or heat proof houses but
there cannot be compulsory re-
tirement proof employee even if
he has succeeded in few cases
against the Central
Government,” the division
bench of Chief Justice D N Patel
and Justice V Kameswar Rao said
in a the verdict pronounced on
Wednesday.

Agarwal, a former Deputy
Director with Enforcement
Directorate, was suspended first
in 1999 and then in 2003, and
faced allegations in two CBI
cases, including one accusing
him of disproportionate assets.
The court was told the criminal
cases stood quashed and the sus-
pension orders were also set

aside.

Even if the judicial decisions
in the matters of suspension, de-
partmental inquiries and grant
of prosecution sanctionare allin
his favour, that does not mean he
cannot be compulsorily retired,
the court said while upholding
Central Administrative
Tribunal’s decision to dismiss
Aggarwal’s case against compul-
sory retirement.

“In the 34 years span of his
career, for 20 years the petitioner
has been busy in litigation with
the respondents [government
authorities]. The conduct of the
petitioner has shaken the confi-
dence of the respondents to post
him on public posts which in-
volves public dealing,” the court
said in the judgment, while re-
jecting the argument that
Agarwal succeeded in all his lit-
igations and various courts have
made observations about
Centre’s legal malice.

The high court said that the
decision to retire him compul-
sorily is “absolutely an inde-
pendent decision” keeping in
view the service record and
usefulness of Aggarwal in the
service. It noted that he did not
file hisimmovable property re-
turns at the time of his joining
and the self appraisal reports
for many years were also not
submitted.

“Thus, the petitioner had de-

veloped a tendency of not fol-
lowing government instructions
of writing APARs. Thus, after
considering all these materials
available onrecord...the Review
Committee concluded that con-
duct of the petitioner is such that
his continuance in service would
be a menace to public service
and injurious to public interest,”
said the judgment.

The bench said even if there
is quashing of charges in the de-
partmental proceedings, the
government has all the power,
jurisdiction and authority to pass
an order of compulsory retire-
ment.

“This decision is a complex
decision and varieties of factors
are to be kept in mind by the
Review Committee and as
stated hereinabove, the Union
of India has to weed out the
dead wood. Thus, those who are
not useful into the services,
those who are interested only
in litigation in the court, those
who are not obeying the orders
of the government during their
service tenure can be retired
from the service. This power is
given to the government to en-
ergize its machinery and to
make it more efficient by com-
pulsorily retiring those, who in
its opinion should not be into
the services in public interest,”
said the court.

CBI now unearths proxy candidate racket in NEET

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

Weeks after unearthing a JEE
(Main) racket where proxy can-
didates appeared in place of real
ones, the CBI has now discovered
asimilar occurrence in NEET ex-
ams as well.

The agency has arrested four
people and conducted searches
at multiple locations in connec-
tion with a Nagpur-based edu-
cation services company that
promised to help students pass
NEET exams for Rs 50 lakh per
candidate.

‘Chinese hack’ on media,

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BANGKOK, SEPTEMBER 22

AUS-BASED private cybersecurity
company Wednesday said it has
uncovered evidence thatan Indian
media conglomerate, as well as a
police departmentand the agency
responsible for the country's na-
tionalidentification database have
been hacked, likely by a state-

sponsored Chinese group.
The Insikt Group, the threat
research division of

Massachusetts-based Recorded
Future, said the hacking group,
given the temporary name TAG-
28, made use of Winnti mal-
ware, which it said is exclusively

According to the CBI, a source
said that the NEET UG -2021
conducted on September 12 in
pen-and-paper mode had been
rigged. The agency learnt that
RK. Education Career Guidance,
run by one Parimal Kotpalliwar,
solicits aspiring candidates by of-
fering them admission in top
government medical colleges by
adopting fraudulent means and
unfair practices.

The CBI, which registered a
case in the matter on September
12, said the parents of

prospective candidates had
been contacted by the firm and
were being assured of admis-

shared among several Chinese
state-sponsored activity groups.

In its report, the Insikt Group
suggested the cyberattack could
be related to those border ten-
sions. The Insikt Group said it de-
tected four [P addresses assigned
to the Bennett Coleman And Co.
Ltd. media company in "sustained
and substantial network commu-
nications" with two Winnti
servers between February and
August.Itsaid it observed approx-
imately 500 megabytes of data
being extracted from the network
of the privately owned Mumbai
company, whose publicationsin-
clude The Times of India.

The Insikt Group said it also
observed some 5 megabytes of

sions in medical colleges by ma-
nipulating the process of exam-
ination conducted by NEET by
using proxy candidates.

"The parents of desirous can-
didate are asked to deposit Post
Dated Cheques (PDCs) of the
agreed amount and Original
Mark sheets of the candidate for
Class-X and Class-XII as security
which they would return after
realizing the agreed amount
whichis up to 50 lakhs," the CBI
FIR has said.

According to the agency, the
user IDs and passwords of the
candidates appearing for the ex-
amination had been collected by

govt: report

data transferred in a similar fash-
ion from the police department
of Madhya Pradesh, whose CM,
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, called for
a boycott of Chinese products.

As the group was investigat-
ing the Bennett Coleman hack, it
said it also identified a compro-
mise in June and July of the
Unique Identification Authority
of India. In that case, it detected
some 10 megabytes of data
downloaded from the network
and almost 30 megabytes up-
loaded, “possibly indicating the
deployment of additional mali-
cious tooling from the attacker
infrastructure”. UIDAI said it had
no knowledge of a “breach of the
nature described.”

Kotpalliwar and his associates
and necessary modifications had
been made for getting desired
examination centers as planned
by them.

"They also use the process of
mixing/morphing photographs
to facilitate use of proxycandi-
dates for appearing in the exam-
ination. Copies of e-Aadharcards
of candidates are being collected
for the purpose of making forged
ID cards. He also assures candi-
dates of providing answer keys
and manipulating OMR sheets,"
the CBIFIR says.

The CBI also identified cer-
tain candidates who had paid

money to the firm for passing
the exams. They were identified
as Aniket Tarapure, Hritik
Mohite, Ritesh Bhajipale,
Rusheekesh Thombre and
Shubham Sangole.

It said that proxy candidates
(exam solvers) for the above can-
didates had been arranged by
Kotpalliwar through
oneDiwakar and his associate
Munna. Kotpalliwar had al-
legedly come to Delhi on
September 9 and paid Rs 1 lakh
to Munna.

Sources said the arrested ac-
cused include owners of the ac-
cused company and middlemen.

Cheating case: Bhujbal
son, nephew discharged

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 22

New Delhi

INITS detailed order discharging
the son and nephew of NCP
leader Chhagan Bhujbal in a
cheating case filed against them
in connection with a develop-
ment project, the court has said
that there is no evidence to show
that there was any criminal con-
spiracy to cheat flat buyers.
Bhujbal’'s son Pankaj,
nephew Sameer and two others
were discharged from the case,
filed in 2015, where it was
claimed that potential buyers

were misrepresented to the tune
of Rs 44 crore for the sale of
2,344 flatsin Khargharin Raigad
district. The court said the FIR
against them had resulted out of
a civil dispute which was given
the ‘colour of criminal offence’.

“No fraudulent or dishonest
intention at the time of accept-
ing the booking amount from
the customeris seen,” additional
sessions judge H S Satbhai said
in his order passed earlier this
month.

The complaint dated back to
a 2015 case filed with the
Economic Offences Wing in
Taloja.
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Among men who attacked Owaisi home:

No survivor certificate
needed for Covid relief

College dropout, nursing staffer who lost job

JIGNASASINHA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

A ‘SENIOR’ Hindu Sena
member who dropped out of
college, a nursing staffer who
lost his job during the
lockdown, an autorickshaw
driver and two factory workers
-- these are the five men who
vandalised MP Asaddudin
Owaisi’'s house at Delhi’s
Ashoka Road on Tuesday, and
were subsequently arrested.
In a Facebook live video
shot on Tuesday evening, one
of the men, Lalit Kumar (25),
can be seen claiming he is the

head of Hindu Sena’s Delhi
wing and calling Owaisi a
“jihadi”. “Main Asad Owaisi
jihadi ke paas aaya hoon usko
sabak sikhane (I have come to
teach the jihadi Asad Owaisi a
lesson)... Jai Shi Ram,” he says.
Two men can be seen breaking
the nameplate with axes,
while others are seen hurling
stones -- and an axe -- at the
house.

Kumar, who has been with
Hindu Sena for over 3 years, has
participated in several rallies
and is a ‘senior’ member, others
from the outfit said, adding that
he often leads rallies in
Mandoli and nearby areas.

Vishnu Gupta, national
president of the Hindu Sena,
said, “The five men have been
working with us for years.
Kumar was hurt when he
heard Owaisi’s speech. We are
talking to his parents and want
him to be released. They are all
innocent. Owaisi is lying about
the attack. Kumar and his
friends would never hurt

anyone.”

Kumar’s  father  sells
construction material in
Mandoli and is the sole

breadwinner. Kumar dropped
out of a private college and
joined the Hindu Sena. He now
works “full-time” with it.

Two of the other accused,
Shivam Singh (24) and Vijay
(24), work “under him” at the
organisation, workers said.
Shivam did a nursing course in
Delhi two years ago and
worked at a hospital in
Ghaziabad, but lost his job
during the lockdown and was
looking for a new one. “He was
studying physiotherapy for

some exams, but dropped out
of the course. He only went to

Nitin, his friend. Locals said
that Vijay works as an
autorickshaw driver and lives
with his family in Mandoli.
Others seen in the video,
Lalit Kumar (23) and Vijay
Singh (26), work at factories
near Ghaziabad and have
families that are dependent on
them, their friends said. “We
didn’t know they were going to
Owaisi’s house. I was shocked
when I saw the video. Lalit and

Vijay said they were going with
members of the Hindu Sena for

Owaisi said Ashoka Road to support Kumar a protest near Parliament
BJP had since he respects the Street.Ithoughtitwas against
radicalised organisation. He would not farmers. Later that night, we
theaccused  indulge in violence...,” said came to know that police had

arrested them. They don’t
work for the Hindu Sena; we
only attended a few rallies
because our friends work
there,” said Mohit Kumar,
Lalit’s friend.

On Tuesday, Owaisi said:
“These people (the accused)
are being radicalised and the
BJP is responsible for this. If a
parliamentarian's house is
being vandalised, then what
message is being sent?”

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

PEOPLE WHO have lost their
spouse to Covid need not submit
a surviving member certificate
when they apply for compensa-
tion under the Delhi govern-
ment’s scheme to support fami-
lies of those who lost members
during the pandemic.

If the applicant who is seek-
ing compensation is the spouse
of the person who died, the doc-
ument will not be needed for ap-
plication. It will, however, be re-
quired in other cases, for
example in case children of the
deceased are the applicants.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of Revenue Minister
Kailash Gahlot with officials of

the department on Wednesday.

“Ithas been decided that un-
der the “Mukhyamantri COVID-
19 Parivar Arthik Sahayata
Yojna;, there will no longer be a
need for obtaining a surviving
member certificate in cases
where one of the spouses is
alive,” a revenue department
statement said.

If the deceased was a single
parent, surviving children are
entitled to the ex gratia equally
distributed among them, but for
that, the name of the applicant
should be reflected in the certifi-
cate.

If the deceased was an un-
married or a minor child, the fa-
ther or the mother would get re-
lief subject to their name
appearing in the certificate, the
statement said.

ARMY WELFARE

EDUCATION SOCIETY

(Registered under Society Act XXI of 1860)
RETRACTION OF TENDER DOCUMENT FOR

RO. No. 698

CONDUCT OF ONLINE SCREENING TEST

All concerned are hereby informed that Army
Welfare Education Society (AWES) has retracted
Tender No. AWES-2021/12-1/OST-PTP with
immediate effect. Fresh tender enquiry will be
published / uploaded in due course of time.

Tender No: e-14/EE/M&G/DLR/2021-22

pump spares & 60HP motor.

JHARKHAND BIJLI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED
(CIN : U40108JH2013SGC001702)

Engineering Building, HEC, Dhurwa, Ranchi — 834004,
Email:- cecr2018@gmail.com,

NOTICE
“TIME EXTENSION WITH AMENDMENTS”
{NIT No. 112/PR/JBVNL/2021-22}
Selection of agency for “Supply, Installation, Maintenance and Operation of Bill Collection
Any Time Payment (ATP) machines at various locations under the jurisdiction of
JHARKHAND BIJLI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED under Rate Contract Arrangement”
Extended Timelines for participating in the above e-tender is detailed below :

SL No. | Event Timelines

i Last date & time of receipt of bid documents (Online) | Upto 30/09/2021 at 18:00 Hrs.
ii Last date of physical submission of Tender Fee & EMD | Upto 04/10/2021 at 13:00 Hrs.
iii Due date for opening of Technical Bid (Part-I) 04/10/2021 at 18:00 Hrs.

Bid uploading / opening will be through e-tendering norms only. The complete Tender documents and
amendments can be downloaded through website www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in Bidder may contact
help desk of e-Procurement system at the following web address: www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in.
Contact Officials:-
General Manager (Revenue)- 8987504018
Electrical Executive Engineer (Revenue) — 9661842194

PR 253660 (Jharkhand Bijlee Vitran Nigam Ltd) 21-22 (D) General Manager (Revenue)
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Govt. of Jharkhand
Office of the Executive Engineer
Soil Investigation Division, Advance Planning,

Road Construction Department, Ranchi.
Nirupan Bhawan, 3 Floor, Room No. 413, Doranda,Ranchi-834002
Email- eercdapsid-jhr@nic.in

e-Procurement Very Short Term Notice
2" Call PR No:- PR 252592 Road (21-22) D

e-Tender Ref No: RCD/SID/RAN/13/21-22 Dated- 21-09-2021

Consultarcy services for preparation of detailed project
report (DPR) of the High Level Bridge at
19t km over Damodar river (with approach road both side)
in Tandwa Rai khelari road, District Chatra in the

1 Name Of Work state of Jharkhand from the Consultants empanelled with
RCD undercategory- II vide letter No. 686 (S) Dated
29.01.2019
2 Tentative Lengthof Bridge 150 m
3 Period of Completion of Work 90 Days
4 Date/Time of Publlcqtlon of Tender on 22092021 at 17-00 PM
Website
5 Last Date/Time of Bid Submission 30.09.2021 upto 11:30 AM
6 Last Date/Time of Submission of Tender Fee 30.09.2021 up to 11:30 AM
& EMD
7 Date and Time of Bid opening 01.10.2021 at 12:30 PM
8 Tender Inviting Authority Executive Engineer,S.1.D, A.P.,RCD, Ranchi,

Chief Engineer(Communication),Road Construction

9 Bid Submission Address Department, 1 Floor, Engineer Hostel No.-2, Dhurwa,
Ranchi-834004
10 Mode of Bid Submission e-tendering(http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in)

Nirupan Bhawan,3rd FloorRoom No.413,Doranda,Ranchi
- 834002, Ph. 0651-2490406, Email:-eercdapsid-jhr@nic.in

Note:- Details of locations of Bridge, its Span arrangement and Alignment can be seen in Tender documents.
For further information please go through the website-tendering http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Soil Investigation Division,
Advance Planning, R.C.D, Ranchi.

11 Address of Tender Inviting Authority

PR 253662 Road(21-22).D

UJVN Limited

(An Uttarakhand Govt. Enterprises)

H.O. “UJJWAL” Maharani Bagh, GMS Road,Dehradun.-248006
Telephone-0135-2763808, Fax: 0135-2763508
CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866 Website: www.ujvnl.com

e-Tender Notice
Office of the Executive Engineer (M&G) Dhalipur Power House, invites sealed tenders
from interested parties. Brief summary of tender s given below :

Name of works: Procurement of WPIL make Oil lubricated & water lubricated dewatering

Estimated cost: Rs. 23,00,000/- (GST Extra)

Date of availability of bid document on website: 24.09.2021

Last date for submission of tender on website:15.10.2021 upto 17:00 Hrs
Forfuller & further details, kindly visit e-procurement portal http://uktenders.gov.in”

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: "UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006
Telephone No. : 0135- 2763808, Fax: 0135- 2763508

CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website: www.ujvnl.com
93 9. 691, Corrigendum faTia: 21.09.2021
Clause for “Similar nature of work” under Instructions to Tenderers and
Eligibility Criteria of Tender No: 10/EE/M&G/DLR/2021-22 invited by
Office of Executive Engineer (M&G), Dhalipur Power House shall be
read as “Repair of 18” gate valve with pipeline/ Repair of 18” gate valve
in annual maintenance of hydro power plant”

Other terms and conditions of the tender will remain unchanged.

For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website. The tender
documents can be downloaded from the Nigam's website
www.ujvnl.com.

Date: 22.09.2021

Executive Engineer
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PR 253646 Rural Work Department(21-22)D

Government of Jharkhand
Jharkhand Rural Health Mission Society

Department of Health, Medical Education & Family Welfare
Namkum, Ranchi
Phone No: 0651-2261000, 2261856 & 2261002 Mail ID: procurementjrhms@gmail.com

e-Procurement Notice for supply of Printing items

Tender Notice No.: NHM/Nam/35/2021 Date:22/09/2021

In-Charge Procurement Cell on behalf of Mission Director, Jharkhand Rural Health Mission Society,
Department of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of Jharkhand, Namkum, Ranchi, invites e-Tender from eligible
bidders for supply of Printing items.
Blank tender documents with detailed conditions can be viewed or downloaded by the bidders from the website
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in and bid should be submitted through e-procurement system only. Hard copies of
technical bid and financial bid will not be entertained except Tender Fee & Earnest Money Deposit (EMD).
Evaluation and finalization of award of work will be based solely on e-bid submitted by the bidder. It will be sole
responsibility of the bidder to scan and upload clear and legible documents for assessment, failing which the tender
will be liable for rejection.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Martyr of CISF on 23rd September
HC/GD DIBAKAR NAYAK, PGCIL WAGOORA 23 -09-2013
| CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of

this brave-hearts. On this day, he laid down his

life at the altar of duty while fighting with the

terrorists. His courage and bravery would

remain an abiding source of inspiration for the

force. The force will remain eternally indebted to

him for his noble deed.
HAVILDAR A GURU SWAMY NAIK RAJ KUMAR
GUNNER PRAHIAD SINGH CEN MEHARWAN SINGH
Fifty six years ago, on 23 Sep 1965 you made the supreme sacrifice
for the honour of the Regiment and the Country by showing
exemplified gallantry & determination during "Indo-Pak war
1965". Your valour & self-sacrifice acts as a source of inspiration
& strength to us and the generations to come.

CO and All Ranks 17 Para Fd Regt (8 RAJPUT)

D NATIONAL LAW INSTITUTE UNIVERSITY

vad  Kerwa Dam Road, Bhopal-462044
Sealed Tenders and empanelment of interest are invited for providing
following services in the NLIU, Bhopal :
Tenders : 1. Cleaning Services, 2. Security Services 3. Canteen Services.
Expression of Interest (EOI) : 1. Empanelment of Interest of Vendors/
Suppliers Category-1, 2. Empanelment of Interest of Vendors/Suppliers
Category-2
The Tender Forms/EOI may be downloaded from 21.09.2021 from the NLIU
Website : www.nliu.ac.in

Last date of submission of Tender Forms/Expression of Interest is 04.10.2021
till 03.00 PM.

M.P. Madhyam/102034/2021 REGISTRAR

VIDYUTH SOUDHA: VIJAYAWADA

NIT.No.E-610000864/HPC&HP/Hospital Services/APGENC0/2021

APGENCO invites tender towards “Providing of primary health care services
along with multi-specialty health services through advanced tele-medicine
technology to the employees, retired employees, pensioners and their
dependents, family pensioners and the villagers/residents residing in and
around Onukudelli and Jalaput clinical areas pertaining to the Machkund
Hydro Electric Scheme” through APGENCO e-Procurement platform. Bid
Schedule available Date & Time : From 17.00 Hrs on 21.09.2021 onwards. Bid
Submission Closing Date & Time : up to 15.00 Hrs on 19.10.2021. For further
details visit website www.apgenco.gov.in or https://etender.apgenco.gov.in

Contact No: 0866-2526802.

ANDHRA PRADESH POWER GENERATION CORPORATION LTD
sy

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE

Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems)

S.N N.L.T. No. 128-W/269/0.E.T.-21-22-NRCH-05
1. |Name of work with | Annual Zone work of Central Hospital for the period
its location ending on 30.06.2022 in the section of SSE/W/NRCH
under ADEN/NRCH.
Definition Of Similar Work :- Any Civil work other that
track work.

2. |Approx. Cost of work Rs. 7999974.99

Completion period of work 12 Months

4. |Date and time for submission of
tender and opening of tender.

Upto 15.00 hrs on 18.10.2021 Opening
of tender at 15.00 hrs. On 18.10.2021

Above tender available on
IREPS site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in

5. | Website particulars notice board location
complete details of tender can be seen
and address of the office from where the

Note: The specified dates and time may change due to abrupt declaration of holidays or any other unforeseen

circumstances. The same shall be informed through web-portal as and when required. Sd/-
In-Charge Procurement Cell
PR 253715 Jharkhand Rural Health Mission Society (21-22)_D JRHMS

MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS, NEW DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

NATIONAL HIGHWAY DIVISION,
DIN DAYAL NAGAR, BOOTY ROAD, RANCHI-834008

ic.in

Pho. No. 0651-2360428, E-Mail ID- eenhranchi-jhr@

Notice Inviting Bid (5th Call)
[Previous PR 244181 Road(20-21) D]
Bid/ Package no.- NH/RANCHI /EPC/01/2021-22 Dated- 20.09.2021

RFP for Construction of ROB at Km 116 of NH-99 (new NH-22) at Chandwa (LC No.
12A/T) in the State of Jharkhand on EPC mode (Job No. NH-99-(New NH-22)-JHR-2020-
21/287). The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways through Chief Engineer, National Highway
Wing, Jharkhand, Ranchi is engaged in the development of National Highways and as part of this
endeavour, it has been decided to undertake Construction of ROB at Km 116 of NH-99 (new NH-22)
at Chandwa (LC No. 12A/T) in the State of Jharkhand on EPC mode (Job No. NH-99-(New NH-
22)-JHR-2020-21/287) through an Engineering, Procurement and Construction (EPC) Contract.

[The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways/ Natt i i ta-/ State
Public Works Department/ isatton represented by its DG(RD)&SS
/ €hatrman / CE (NH) PWD State ADGBR] now invites bids from eligible contractors for the following
project:

s NH Name of Estimated Cost of Completion Mainte-
ate No work ~cost dqcument period nance
| (inRs.) (inRs.) period
Construction of ROB at Km 116 of
NH-99|NH-99 (new NH-22) at Chandwa (LC]| 31,96,86,667.00 24(Twent 10 (Ten
Jharkhand| (new |No. 12A/T) in the State of Jharkhand| (including LC Four M tt}; years) after
INH-22)lon EPC mode (Job No. NH-99-(New| & GST) 10,000/ | Four Months)| &0 sletion
NH-22)-JHR-2020-21/287)

The complete BID document can be viewed / downloaded from official portal of the CPPP
website https:// eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app from 30.09.2021 to 16.11.2021 (upto 15.00 Hrs. IST).
Bidder must submit its Financial bid and Technical Bid at https:// eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app on or
before 16.11.2021 (upto 15:00 Hrs). Bids received online shall be opened on 17.11.2021 (at15:30 hours IST).

Bid through any other mode shall not be entertained. However, Bid Securing Declaration,
(Appendix — II) receipt of document fee, Power of Attorney and Joint Bidding Agreement etc. shall be
submitted physically by the Bidder on or before 17.11.2021 (at 12:30 hours IST), Please note that the
Ministry/Authority/ Executing Agency reserves the right to accept or reject all or any of the BIDs
without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Executive Engineer
National Highway Division, Ranchi
Phone: 7260095011, e-mail : eenhranchi-jhr@nic.in

PR 253718 Road(21-22)#D

Sr. No Particulars Details tender form can be purchased etc.

T TName of the work Supply of Printing items 128-W/269/0.E.T.-21-22-NRCH-05 Dated:22.09.2021 2133/21
2 | Date of Publication of Tender on website 24/09/2021 SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

3 Date of Pre-bid meeting time 29/09/2021at 3.00 PM

3 Last Date / time for receipt of bids on website 04/10/2021 to 16/10/2021 by 06.00 P.M

4 Date/Time for opening of Technical bid through website | 18/10/2021 at 01.00 PM GOVERNMENT OF . KARNATAKA

5 Tender Document Fee (Non-refundable) Rs. 5,000/~ (Rs. Five thousand only) Department of Minor Irrlgatlon and Ground
6 Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) Rs.3,00,000/- (Three lakh only)

7 Contact person 9199969106/9065527504 Water Development

Office of the Executive Engineer
MI & GWD Division, Mandya

TENDER NOTIFICATION NO : 07/ 2021-22,

Dated : 21-09-2021.

Iltem Wise Tenders are invited from registered and
eligible contractors under “e - Procurement “ Portal
as per the terms and conditions prescribed in
standard tender bid documents KW-4. Under the
Head of Account 4702: Anicut and Pickup there
is one work namely “Construction of Check Dam
across Shimsha river for Kabbare Lift Irrigation
Scheme in Maddur Taluk Mandya District”, amount
put to tender Rs. 423.00 Lakhs and the EMD of
Rs. 634500. Any information regarding this tender
may be obtained from this office up to dated :
05.10.2021 during office hours. The tenders may be
uploaded (Technical and Financial bids to be
uploaded separately) with the prescribed E.M.D
and requisite documents through website
“www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in® upto dated :
06.10.2021 up to 17-30 Hours. Technical bids of the
bidders will be opened on dated : 11.10.2021 at
11.00 AM. Financial bids of the bidders will be
opened on dated : 16.10.2021 at 11.00 AM. All
the rights are reserved for postponement or
cancellation of all works or any of the work of this
tender by the under signed. Terms and conditions
required for the each work is published in the “e -
Procurement” Tender Portal. Any additional information
is available at the office of the undersigned. Any
corrections regarding the works will be published in
“e-Procurement” portal only.

Sd/-Executive Engineer,

MI & GWD Division, Mandya.
DIPR/AD-MDY/MCA/356/2021-22

New Delhi



: MARANG GOMKE JAIPAL SINGH MUNDA
- OVERSEAS SCHOLARSHIP %27

My best wishes to the inaugural
cohort of Marang Gomke Jaipal Singh
Munda Scholars

SHRI HEMANT SOREN
Chief Minister, Jharkhand

PR no.253729

Information and Public Relations Department, Govt. of Jharkhand
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5-star staffer held
in connection with
15 snatching cases

Traffic police to create list of Delhi’'s 100
‘most unsafe drivers’, issue warning to them

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

THE DELHI Traffic Police will
soon release a list of 100
habitual offenders involved in
cases of road traffic violations
in Delhi. The offenders will be
warned that they are Delhi’s
“most unsafe drivers” and are
risking lives every day.

This is for the first time that
the Traffic Unit is preparing a
list of drivers who have been
‘challaned’ multiple times yet

— BRIEFLY —

3 arrested for
stabbing
65-year-old

New Delhi: The Delhi
Police arrested three men
for allegedly stabbing a
65-year-old man after he
resisted a robbery bid in
Southeast Delhi’s Sarita
Vihar. Two of the accused
were chased and caught
by the police team min-
utes after the incident
took place on Monday.
The accused are involved
in over six cases of at-
tempt to murder, rob-
bery, and theft. According
to the police, around 8
pm Monday, the victim,
Md Shams (65), and his
brother were walking
near the Jasola village
when four persons ac-
costed them.

No bailtoman
accused of
forging Covid
certificateto
get son bail

New Delhi: The Delhi
High Court has declined
to grant anticipatory bail
to a man accused of pro-
ducing a fake Covid-19
test positive report in
May to help his son, who
isanaccused inacase un-
der the Maharashtra
Control of Organised
Crime Act, get interim
bail.

Traffic police
launches
driveto
impound old
vehicles

Gurgaon: The traffic po-
lice in  Gurgaon
Wednesday said they
had started an enforce-
ment drive to impound
old vehicles that are op-
erating inviolation of the
National Green Tribunal
and Supreme Court or-
ders, which stipulate that
diesel vehicles that are
older than 10 years and
petrol vehicles older than
15 years, cannot ply in
NCR in view of the rising
levels of air pollution.
Traffic police officials said
that so far, they have im-
pounded 208 vehicles in
2021.ENS

continue to break traffic
norms. Police said this is being
done to avoid road accidents
and casualties.

Special Commissioner of
Police Muktesh Chander
(Traffic) said, “We have been
thinking of this idea for a
while. People who commit
murder or are involved in
other heinous crimes are often
tagged as ‘bad characters’ or
history-sheeters. This makes it
easier for police to identify
them. For offenders in road
traffic cases, there are no such

rules. Many offenders jump
red lights, drive rashly and are
caught speeding several times.
Even people who are involved
in hit-and-run and drunk
driving are let off easy. We
want to create a more concrete
structure to make people
aware of road safety.”

At present, when people
break traffic rules, police send
e-challans and offender can
pay a fine of Rs 100 to Rs 5,000,
depending on the violation.
Each challan gets stored on the
Delhi Traffic Police’s e-challan

system. The police are now
extracting data from this
system to make a list of
offenders involved in red-light
jumping, speeding, rash
driving and accidents. “The
idea is to find people involved
in maximum cases and take
out their names. Once we have
100 names, we will start
sending notices at their
residence,” said the police.
Police will also personally
focus on individuals on the list.
The Traffic Unit will ask the
offenders to join road safety

classes. In case people don’t
show up or continue to break
traffic norms, police will take
action against them. “We will
tell them that their driving is
dangerous for pedestrians and
for themselves. It will be a
request for cooperation but we
can also exercise our right to
report to transport authorities.
Under section 19 of the Motor
Vehicle Act (power of licensing
authority to disqualify from
holding a driving licence), their
license can be suspended or
cancelled,” said Chander.

CLASSROOM UNDER THE SKy

Students attend a class at an ‘open school’ at Yamuna Khader near Mayur Vihar Wednesday. Amit Mehra

‘Mega PITM
increased
participation
by parents’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

A STUDY on the Mega PTM in
Delhi government schools in
Central district has shown that
97% of the parents believed that
more such meets should be or-
ganised toimprove performance
of children, their participationin
the class and social and mental
development of children.

The study was conducted by
Assistant Professors of State
Council for Educational Research
and Training (SCERT) Delhi.

“It was found that almost 70%
of the parents believed the edu-
cational environment in Delhi
government schools has
changed, schools are cleaner and
better maintained than before.
During the PTM, 71% of the par-
entsand 61% of the teachers dis-
cussed the regularity of children,
academic activities, improve-
ment in learning level... The
study also found that 40% of par-
ents consider failure to be a part
of the learning process. 97%
agreed that Mega PTM should be
organised more often toimprove
the performance of children,
their participation in the class,
social and mental development
of the children,” a statement is-
sued by the office of education
minister Manish Sisodia said.

Prof Yogesh Singh appointed

DU’s new Vice-C

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

PRESIDENT RAM Nath Kovind
Wednesday approved the ap-
pointment of Professor Yogesh
Singh as the new Vice
Chancellor of Delhi University
(DU), while Professor Neelima
Gupta was appointed the V-C of
Dr Hari Singh  Gour
Vishwavidyalaya in Madhya
Pradesh.

Yogesh Singhis currently the
Vice-Chancellor of the Delhi
Technological University (DTU).
“DU s adifferent ball game alto-
gether.It'savery old and impor-
tant seat of learning. We will
take all necessary steps which
are required for the growth and
development of the institution
and focus on the interest of DU,”
he told The Indian Express.

“The administration will be
action-oriented, positive and we
will take everyone together...
We will start at a very fast pace.
[ will meet all the Principals,
Deans, Heads of Departments
and student groups. We will
consult everyone and form a
strategic plan,” said Singh.

Former DU V-C Yogesh Tyagi
had been suspended in October
last year by the President in his
capacity as the Visitor of the uni-
versity, for dereliction of duty.In
his place,

Professor P C Joshi had been
officiating as the V-C. On March

Prof Yogesh Singh

9, Tyagi wrote to the President
and relinquished charge at the
end of his five-year tenure.

Singh has previously been
the Director of Netaji Subhas
Institute of Technology, Delhi
(2014-2017)and Vice Chancellor
of Maharaja Sayajirao University
of Baroda, Gujarat (2011-2014).

His other administrative
roles include being Dean,
University School of Information
Technology  (2001-2006),
Controller of Examinations
(2006-2011) and Director
Students Welfare of Guru
Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University.

According to DTU PRO
Anoop Lather, Singh received his
M.Tech  (Electronics &
Communication Engineering)
and PhD (Computer
Engineering) degrees from
National Institute of Technology,

hancellor

Kurukshetra, Haryana.

Singhis also a member of the
Executive Committee of
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC)
with effect from October 3,2019,
and Chairman of Governing
Board of Information and Library
Network (INFLIBNET) Centre,
Gandhinagar, an Autonomous
Inter-University Centre (IUC) of
University Grants Commission.

Singh has, in the past, faced
some controversies. OnJuly 23,a
complaint was filed with UP
Governor to remove Singh as a
member of the Search
Committee for Dr A P J Abdul
Kalam Technical University
Lucknow, for alleged self-plagia-
rism.

A complaint was also filed
with the Deputy Chief Minister
Delhi by an applicant for the post
of Associate Professor, when
Singh was the DTU V-C, where it
was alleged that Singh along
with other officials “violated all
AICTE and UGC guidelines” in
the appointment of Associate
Professors and selected candi-
dates on their “personal whims
and wishes”. It was alleged that
he sought “financial benefits” for
these appointments.

Singh has denied all allega-
tions. On the issue of self-plagia-
rism, he said it was “simply not
possible”. He said the recruit-
ment process in DTU was “com-
pletely transparent and strin-
gent”.

The Traffic Police will also
contact district units to check
names on the list and share
criminal history, if any. “Since
we don’t keep data of fatal
accidents, district police will
be asked to add inputs to the
list,” said the police.

Last year, 1,189 people died
in road accidents in Delhi,
while 537 were injured in hit-
and-run accidents. Delhi
recorded the highest casualties
in road accidents followed by
Chennai with 835 deaths and
Bengaluru with 635 deaths.

JNU to

reopen for
PhD 3rd-yr
students

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

THE JAWAHARLAL Nehru
University (JNU) announced
plans for further reopening of its
campus, with entry being al-
lowed for third-year PhD stu-
dents on September 23. Now,
buses will also be allowed inside
campus.

In the following phase, final-
year MSc and MBA students as
well as fourth year B Tech stu-
dents will be allowed entry into
the campus.

“All third-year PhD research
scholars (both hostellers and
day-scholars) are allowed to en-
terinto the campus. Buses will be
allowed to enter into the campus
following the Covid protocol. In
order to avoid overcrowding, it
hasbeendecided to decentralize
the process of issuance of ID
cards from the security office.
The students’ ID cards will be is-
sued at the school/special centre
level,” Deputy Registrar
(Administration) P Ajai Babu said
in a notice Wednesday.

In the fourth phase from
September 27, “all MSc final year,
B Tech fourth year and MBA and
final year scholars (both
hostellers and day scholars) will
be allowed to enter into the cam-
pus,” he added.

As of now, JNU has had two
phases of re-opening.

After the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority (DDMA)
gave permission, JNU had an-
nounced its plans to re-open. On
September 6, in the first phase,
all final year PhD students who
have to submit their theses by
August 31 were allowed to enter,
along with all PWD (persons
with disabilities) PhD students,
regardless of their date of sub-
mission.

However, their entry was
conditional upon producing a
negative Covid RT-PCR report
done within 72 hours.

The office order also stated
that the B R Ambedkar Central
Library “will be sanitised” and
50% seating arrangement will
be made in the reading hall, be-
fore the library is opened to stu-
dents. However, school and cen-
tre level libraries remained
closed.

In the second phase, all
fourth year Phd students as well
as all final year students of
M.Phil, M. Tech, MCA pro-
grammes were allowed to enter
the campus.JNU also allowed re-
opening of all department, cen-
tre and school level libraries with
50% capacity.

In shadow of towering Qutub Minar, a rare Salvadora

ASHNABUTANI &
ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

THE QUTUB Minar watches over
a short Khabbar tree (Salvadora
Oleoides)that lies near
araised, grassy patch
of the Qutub Complex,
not far from the
boundary wall. The
gnarled trunk, with
hollows and crevices,
is etched with initials
of those who visited,
much like a monu-
ment itself. A squirrel
scampers over the trunk, a my-
nah sits on a branch for a while,

wily

TREES
OF DELHI

and a family that comes to see
the towering monument of the
13th century in the backdrop
spends some time on the bench
placed in the tree’s shade.

Alist of 16 ‘heritage’ trees
prepared by the Delhi govern-
ment a few years ago
mentions a Salvadora
tree in the Qutub com-
plex. Another Khabbar
tree lies close to the or-
nately engraved Alai
Darwaza, its trunk al-
most bent over and
leaning towards the
minar. The Khabbar
trees are a little differ-
ent from what appear to be their
close cousins, the Salvadora per-

Khabbar is found “almost exclusively in Mehrauli”. Ashna Butani

sica or Peelu, a specimen of
whichis also located in the com-
plex. The Salvadoras in the
Qutub complex also feature in
Pradip Krishen’s book, ‘Trees of
Delhi’.

While the Delhi golf course
and graveyards in Bahadur Shah
Zafar Marg are home to many
Peelu trees, the Khabbar is said
to be much rarer in Delhi. He
writes that for reasons un-
known, the tree is found “almost
exclusively in Mehrauli”. Smaller
Khabbar trees can be spotted
around walls of Lalkot in
Mehrauli and there are two
more such trees in Khusro Park,
Nizamuddin. They can be distin-
guished from the Peelu tree by

their narrow leaves which are
never more than 1.3 cm wide.
Khabbar flowers have no stalks
and their fruits are yellow when
they ripen.

Empty cans and used straws
litter the ground around the
twisted trunk, scattered around
plants that grow at the base, and
even stuffed into some of the
larger recesses in bark of the tree.

Awestruck by the monument
behind, few tourists pay heed to
trees in the complex. They flock
to the nearest tree when sun gets
too harsh. A child who tries to
touch every tree he sees is re-
buked by his mother: “Don’t go
close or a dragon will come out
ofit.”

New Delhi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

A 35-YEAR-OLD employee at a
five-star hotel group hasbeenar-
rested by the South district police
for allegedly committing around
15 snatching crimes across South
Delhi. Police also arrested a jew-
eller, whowasallegedly purchas-
ing snatched chains from him.

DCP (South district) Atul
Kumar Thakur identified the ac-
cused as Harish Chauhan (35)and
Rajender Aggarwal (60).“After his
graduation from Delhi University
in 2006, Harish did a three-year
degree course of hotel manage-
ment from Pusa and started
working at a five-star group at IGI
Airport. Two years ago, he started
gambling through online apps
and lost money, leading toa huge
debt,” he said.

“To pay his debts, he decided
to snatch valuables from soft tar-
gets near Saket Metro stationand
Ambedkar Nagar bus stand on
MB Road. He is sharp-minded
with a slim build and runs like a
trained athlete. These qualities
made him a notorious and des-
perate snatcher, like a wolf, and
he operated alone,” Thakur said.

The accused, Harish
Chauhan (35)

Thakur said that several inci-
dents of snatching by a ‘lone wolf
snatcher were reported, targeting
mainly women on morning
walks or returning from office in
the evening. “We formed a team
led by inspector Atul Tyagi and
sub-inspector Sanjay Singh. They
scanned 200 CCTV clips over the
last two months and got crucial
leads. We also got inputs that
Harish carried a pistol. We laid a
trap at MBroad and arrested him.
He tried to whip out his pistol, but
we overpowered him,” he said.
During questioning, he disclosed
that he sold three snatched gold
chains to Aggarwal, who runs a
jewellery shop in Neb Sarai. “We
have solved 15 cases so far with
his arrest, further investigations
are on,” Thakur said.

Its national secy
appears before ED,
AAP says political

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

AAM AADMI Party national sec-
retary Pankaj Gupta appeared
before the Enforcement
Directorate Wednesday.

He was summoned by the
enforcement agency earlier this
month, with the agency saying
that he was required for ques-
tioning under a Prevention of
Money Laundering Act case.

ED sources said that the sum-
mons were issued to probe a case
of money laundering registered
against former AAP leader from
Punjab Sukhpal Singh Khaira.
Sources claimed that documents
related to USD 1.9 lakh received
by the party as funding in 2016
were found by the ED during a
search operation at Khaira's res-
idence in March this year. AAP,
however, said that the move was
to intimidate AAP ahead of as-
sembly polls in different states.

Spokesperson Raghav
Chadha said that the party was
“unfazed” and will cooperate
with the investigation.

"Every penny the AAP hasre-
ceived has been checked multi-
ple times and not an iota of
wrongdoing has been found. All
these inquiries will fall flat as all
these are tactics to intimidate us.
The BJPis frustrated that it can't
electorally assassinate the AAP,
so it is misusing government

He was summoned by the
ED earlier this month

agencies as political revenge
seeking tools to character assas-
sinate us," he said.

AAP has planned to contest
assembly polls in Punjab,
Gujarat, Uttarakhand and Goa
next year

“These summons are the
consequence of the growing
popularity of Arvind Kejriwal
and Aam Aadmi Party through-
out the country...It's the growing
popularity of AAP which is be-
hind these 'love letters'... We
will most certainly cooperate
with these agencies and let me
tell you that for the past 8 years,
all these agencies have looked
into every book of accounts of
the Aam Aadmi Party. Not even
asingle year has passed by when
we have not received these as-
sessment notices... In each of
these enquiries, the Aam Aadmi
Party has received a clean chit,”
Chadha said.

FIR against YouTube
channel for ‘fake news
on Khattar resignation’

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
GURGAON, SEPTEMBER 22

POLICE ON Tuesday night regis-
tered an FIR against a YouTube
channel for allegedly spreading
fake news that Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
had resigned. Police said action
was taken after a resident of
Chakkarpur filed a complaint.

As per the FIR, the com-
plainant, Sandeep Kumar,
claimed that on Tuesday, he was
surfing the internet when he
came across a video on YouTube
run by a channel called ‘nation
TV.

“The news said that Haryana
chief minister Khattar had sub-
mitted his resignation and Vij
(Haryana home minister) will
take over as the new CM. The
fake news had tickers flashing
“masterstroke by PM, CM ne
faika isteefa.”

Kumar, who has a private job,
told The Indian Express: “By

spreading such rumours and
fake news, an attempt is being
made to incite people of the state
and disturb law and order. The
intention is to destabilise the
government and hurt senti-
ments of people. Despite know-
ing the facts and the truth, the
channel is deliberately spread-
ing fake news to provoke people
and create instability in the ad-
ministration, especially in the
backdrop of farmers’ protests.”
Apolice officer said, “We will
investigate who is running the
channel and who had shared the
alleged news item. No arrests
have been made yet.” The FIR has
been registered under IPC sec-
tions 153-A (promoting enmity
between different groups on
grounds of religion, race, place of
birth, residence, language, etc
and doing acts prejudicial to
maintenance of harmony) and
505 (1) (b) (with intent to cause
orwhichis likely to cause, fear or
alarm to the public) at cyber
crime police station, said police.
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THE CANDIDATE

THE CONGRESS national leadership may have earned ap-
plause for its decision to pick a Dalit face for the Chief Minister's
post in Punjab but an unrelated decision that followed has
triggered widespread dissatisfaction among party leaders in
Maharashtra. The central leadership has decided to nominate
Rajani Patil for the sole available Rajya Sabha seat from
Maharashtra. The name of Patil, who previously served one
term each in the Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha, was also pres-
entin the list of nominated MLCs, whichis still pending before
the Governor. Patil was picked as the high command's choice
even as the state party unit was considering several other
names, including Mukul Wasnik, for the seat, sources said.

TAKING STOCK

BISHWESWAR TUDU, Minister of State for Jal Shakti, on
Wednesday visited the office of Namami Gange at National
Stadium in New Delhi and reviewed the progress of various
projects being implemented for cleaning of the river Ganga.
The minister chaired the 8th meeting of the Empowered Task
Force, which was attended by senior officials from the Jal
Shakti Ministry and state government officials. It is learnt that
during the meeting officials informed him about the Centre’s
plans regarding the face-lift of the temple town of Ayodhya
by restoring old buildings and depicting murals and artwork
in association with Ayodhya Development Authority.

OFFICE, OFFICE

AFTER OPERATING for years from its plush office complex in
Dwarka, the National High Speed Rail Corporation will get to
be closer to the proverbial power centre - New Delhi - around
30 km away. It has started getting some work done from two
rooms in the parent ministry, Rail Bhawan, so that coordina-
tion and general work gets done faster. The ministry, it is learnt,
has allotted the rooms for its various entities such as NHSRCL,
so that officials have a base to work from when they visit the
ministry. Otherwise, it was common sight for MDs and other
senior officers of PSUs to roam around in the corridors be-
tween scheduled meetings. Some officials in Rail Bhawan are
of the view that it would help if the NHSRCL also shifts com-
pletely to a place closer to the centre of activity in the future.

Yogi: Other govts curbed
kanwar yatras, we laid
Ram Temple’s foundation

AMILBHATNAGAR
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 22

EMPHASISING THE work done by
his government in the last four-
and-a-half years, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanathon
Wednesday hit out at the previ-
ous governments in the state, ac-
cusing them of curbing freedom
of religion.

Addressing a gathering after
inaugurating a statue of Mihir
Bhoj Singh in Greater Noida,
Adityanath said: “There were no
Kanwar yatras earlier and no fes-
tivals could be celebrated. Those
who ruled were amongst youand
not from outside. And yet no
Kanwar yatra or Durga Puja was
celebrated. We have laid the
founding stone of the Ram Temple
(in Ayodhya). Was there no gov-
ernment here since 1947 that it
took this long for a solution? To
find solutions, you need to have a
strong will,” Adityanath said.

The chief minister said thatthe
BJP government delivered on the
promise of closing illegal slaugh-
terhouses and ensuring a crime-
free environment for womenand
children. In the last four-and-a-
half years, no riots have taken

UP CM Adityanath atarally
in Dadri on Wednesday. P11

placeinthe state, the CM claimed.

Invoking the recent takeover
of power by the Taliban in
Afghanistan, Adityanath said
those supporting the Taliban are
anti-India, anti-humanity, anti-
women and anti-children.

He also spoke at length about
Gurjar icons in an effort to gather
the community's vote for the up-
coming Assembly polls.

A sizeable Gurjar population
resides in several parts of west UP,
including Gautam Buddh Nagar,
Bulandshahr, and Meerut.

"Mihir Bhoj gave the country
a protective cover against foreign
invasion during his rule,” the CM
said, adding that it was the vision
of Narendra Modi that the legacy
ofleaders should be remembered.

FORMER PUNJAB CM QUESTIONS DELHI ‘HAND’ IN STATE CONGRESS

Will field ‘strong’ candidate
against Sidhu, says Amarinder

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 22

FORMER Punjab chief minister
Amarinder Singh Wednesday said
he would field a candidate against
Congress state president Navjot
Singh Sidhuin the 2022 Assembly
elections, while expressing
“shock” at the way the party was
being “run from Delhi”.

Speaking to reporters here,
Amarinder asked how Congress
leaders like K K Venugopal, Ajay
Maken or Randeep Surjewala
could decide who was good for
which ministry in the state,
adding that as CM, he had called
the shots and appointed own
ministers as he knew the capabil-
ity of each of them.

New CM Charanjit Singh
Channi, accompanied by Sidhu,
was in the Capital on Tuesday to
discuss Cabinet formation with
the high command.

In a swipe at the selection of
Channi, the first Scheduled Caste
CM of Punjab, Amarinder said:
“Our religions teaches us that all
are equal. [ don’t look at people
based on their caste, it's about
their efficiency.”

The senior leader said Sidhu
seemed tobe callingthe shotsinthe
new dispensation, and that a PCC
chief should concentrate on party
affairs.“Ihad avery good PPCCpres-
ident, Itook hisadvice, buthe never
told me how to run the govern-

“Rana Simranjit Singh

Punjab CM Channi with Sidhu at Golden Temple in Amritsar.

ment,” Amarinder said. Accusing
Sidhuofhaving failed tomanage as
aminister in his government, he
said, “Ifhe behaves as the super CM,
the party won't function.”
Amarinder also warned the
Congress that under this “drama
master’s leadership”, implying
Sidhu, it might not manage even
double digits in the Punjab polls.
While not specifying his future
plans, Amarinder said he would
only leave on a “high”. “I was ready
toleaveaftervictory,butneverafter
aloss," hesaid, claiming thathe had
even told Sonia Gandhi after lead-
ingthe Congresstoawininthe 2017
Assembly elections to let someone
else become CM. “But that did not
happen...solwill fight,” he said.
Amarinder claimed he had re-
peated the offer three weeks ear-
lier as well. “If she (Sonia) had just
asked me to step down, I would

have... As a soldier, | know how to
domytaskand leave."

He questioned the way he had
been subjected to "humiliation"
instead, including by calling a
meeting of the Congress
Legislature Party without inform-
ing him. “Priyanka and Rahul are
like my children... This should not
have ended like this,lam hurt.” He
said the two were "quite inexperi-
enced" and their advisors were
misleading them.

Promising to field a “strong”
candidate against Sidhu in the
elections, the veteran leader re-
peated that he was “dangerous for
the state”. Channi was “intelli-
gent” and “well-educated”, he
said, but had no experience in
managing home affairs, which he
called critical for a border state.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Mamata Banerjee at her first public meeting for Bhabanipur bypoll, on Friday. Partha Paul

3 months after
‘attack’, BJP poll
candidate dies

KOLKATA,SEPTEMBER 22

MORE THAN three months after
analleged attack on him by “TMC
supporters”, a BJP leader who
contested the Assembly polls this
year died at a private nursing
home at Thakurpur in south
Kolkata on Wednesday. His fam-
ily and BJP leaders have de-
manded a CBI probe into the case.

BJP's Dhurjati Saha, also
known as Manas, had contested
the Magrahat Paschim con-
stituency in South 24 Parganas
district and lost to TMC'’s
Giasuddin Molla by 97,006 votes.

Saha's son said the hospital
had previously declared him fit
and had even told the family to
be ready for his discharge on
Wednesday. But the family was
informed in the morning that he
had been shifted back to the ICU,
where he died.

State BJP president Sukanta
Majumder said that Saha's death
was “unfortunate”.

Air India Chairman Rajiv Bansal
is aviation secy in reshuffle

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 22

RAJIV BANSAL, current Air India
Chairman, was appointed the
new aviation secretary as part of
atop-level bureaucratic reshuffle
by the Centre on Wednesday.

K Rajaraman, Additional
Secretary in the Department of
Economic Affairs, was appointed
Secretary, Department of
Telecommunications, according
to an order of the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet.
Rajaraman will take over the
charge from Anshu Prakash, who
is due to superannuate on
September 30.

Rajiv Bansal, a 1988 batch IAS
officer of Nagaland cadre, will re-
place Pradeep Singh Kharola, upon
his retirement this month-end.

K Sanjay Murthy, Chief
Executive Officer and Managing
Director, National Industrial
Corridor Development
Corporation Limited, will be
Secretary, Department of Higher
Education, the order said.

Steel Secretary Pradip Kumar
Tripathi has been appointed as the
Secretary, Department of
Personnel and Training (DoPT), it
said.

Govind Mohan, Additional
Secretary in the Department of
Home, will be Secretary, Ministry
of Culture, the order said.

Anurag]Jain, Vice Chairman of
the Delhi Development Authority,
has been appointed as the
Secretary, Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.

Murthy, a 1989 batch IAS offi-
cer of Himachal Pradesh cadre,
will take over the charge from
Amit Khare, who retires on

September 30.
Devendra Kumar Singh,
Additional Secretary and

Development Commissioner,
Ministry of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises will be
Secretary, Ministry of
Cooperation. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

Destiny that I should
become CM through
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE Bhabanipur: Mamata

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,SEPTEMBER 22

INHER first public meeting for the
Bhabanipur Assembly by-poll on
Wednesday, TMC chairperson
Mamata Banerjee urged people
not to take her electoral victory for
granted, and asked them to vote
to ensure that she remains the
Chief Minister of West Bengal.

Banerjee said it was “taqdeer
ka khel [fate]” that she has to get
elected from Bhabanipur to be-
come the chief minister.

She is contesting from
Bhabanipur to retain her post fol-
lowing her defeat in Nandigram
earlier this year. When TMC came
to power in Bengal in 2011,
Banerjee became the chief minis-
ter despite not contesting the elec-
tion.Inaby-poll later thatyear, she
won the election from
Bhabanipur. She finds herselfina
similar situation again.

“Don't think that Didi’s victory
issecured and there is no point go-
ingouttovote for her..Youwill not
getmeasthe chiefministerifldon't
geteach vote..lam telling you this
tomake youunderstand whyeach
voteisimportant,” Banerjee said at
apublic meeting in Ekbalpur area.

“In 2021, my party had re-
quested me to contest from
Nandigram to support the farm-
ers’ movement. But you will be
scared to know how unfairly [was
defeated from there. A case is
pendingat the court [on counting
of votes]. But it is destiny and
taqdeer ka khel that Mamata
Banerjee should become the chief
minister from Bhabanipur.”

Targeting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, the TMC chief
said, "Narendra Modi ji and Amit
Shah bhaiyaji,don't think that you
willturnIndiaintoaTaliban state.”
She later addressed another pub-
lic meeting in Chetla.

In Cong, all
eyes on Capt,
his next move

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 22

THE CONGRESS is keeping a
close eye on the activities of for-
mer Punjab Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh who has
opened a front against state
party president Navjot Singh
Sidhu but has not “admonished”
the BJP over the contentious
farm laws in a series of inter-
views he gave to the electronic
media after tendering resigna-
tion on September 18.

Sources in Congress said the
party was already watching
Amarinder keenly on whether he
was headed to BJP. “There are re-
ports that he may be making a
big announcement about his po-
litical future on October 2,” a
source privy to the development
in the Congress said.

A Congress leader said, “The
poster titled Captain 2022
(shared by Amarinder’s OSD on
Twitter), appeared to be making
an announcement that he will
be contesting the next year's
elections in 2022 as
‘Captain’...clearly shows he has
some plans.”

Mamata warns
BJP of khela
hobe in Goa,
UP, Assam
and Tripura
SHANTANUCHOWDHURY

&MAYURAJANWALKAR
KOLKATA,PANAJI,.SEPTEMBER 22

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS (TMC)
chief Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday shared her party's
pan-India plans and vowed tode-
feat the BJP in several states, in-
cluding Goa.

Ahead of the Assembly bypoll
inKolkata's Bhabanipur, Banerjee
said, “We will contest in other
states. We will contest in Tripura.
Tripura te khela hobe, Assam te
khela hobe, Goa te khela hobe, UP
te khela hobe. BJP should know
that the player who will defeat
them has come.”

The TMCisintalks with asen-
ior Congress leader in Goa who
may join the party, according to
political sources. Assembly polls
in Goa are expected to be held in
February-March next year.

Goa Congress president Girish
Chodankar, however, dismissed
the speculation as “rumours”.
“We have full trust and confidence
in our senior leader. His name is
justbeing dragged into this for no
reason,” said Chodankar.

The Congress has five MLAs in
the 40-member Goa Assembly.

Political strategist Prashant
Kishor, who advised TMC dur-
ing the West Bengal Assembly
poll, has also made trips to Goa
earlier this month and held dis-
cussions with political leaders.
Kishore and senior TMC leaders
are expected to arrive in Goa
this week and a “major an-
nouncement” is expected over
the next two days, political
sources said.

SC to Centre: Allow
women to take NDA
exams in Nov, ‘can’t
belie their hope’

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 22

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday refused to accede to
the government’s request toallow
women candidates to sit for the
National Defence Academy en-
trance exam only in May 2022,
andreiteratedits earlier direction
to permit them to take the exams
scheduled in November this year.
Entrance exams to the NDA
are held twice ayear. Inan affidavit
filed in the court, the Defence
Ministry had asked for time until
May 2022 toissue the notification
allowingwomen tosit for the NDA
exams so that the Academy —
which until now enrolled only
men — would have enough time
to make changes, including in in-
frastructure and curriculum, toac-
commodate the women cadets.
On Wednesday, a two-judge
bench headed by Justice S K Kaul
did not accede to the govern-
ment’s request for more time,
stating that the court had, inits in-
terim order in August, allowed
women candidate to take this
year'sexamsin Novemberand did
not want to belie their hopes.
“I'have fully understood your
affidavit. We appreciate your en-
deavour to put before us differ-
ent areas of concerns. You have
referred to fitness test, accom-
modation, curriculum changes
and soon...But what we are find-
ingit difficult to accept is to post-
pone everything by a year.
Having given a hope to women
to take exam in November, we
don't want to belie that hope,”
Justice Kaul said.
"This is the transition phase,
we don't want to postpone the

“Toolkit’ case:
SC says won't
interfere with
HC stay on probe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

transition. This exam may not give
the bestresults. But we are looking
at the future," observed Justice
Kaul.

The bench also comprising
Justice B R Gavai said in its order
that it had given a thought to the
matter, and the difficulties ex-
pressed by the armed services.
“What effectively would mean by
the submission of armed forcesis,
'no jam today, jam tomorrow". It
will be difficult for us to accept
that position, the aspirations of
women having been arisen in
view of the order, albeit subject to
the final outcome of the petition.
The armed forces having dealt
with very difficult situations ad-
mirably, bothin the borderandin
the country. To deal with emer-
genciesis partof their training. We
are sure they can deal with this
emergency if it is so
perceived..We would thus not like
to effectively vacate the order
passed, but keep the manner
pending.”

The court was hearing a plea
by Advocate Kush Kalra seeking
its intervention to allow eligible
women candidates to appear for
the NDA exam.

Initially, the government had
termed the decision to restrict
NDA to only male candidates as a
matter of policy, but the court re-
fused to accept this and said the
policy “is based on gender dis-
crimination”.

Subsequently, the govern-
ment agreed to allow women
candidates to sit for NDA but
prayed for time till May 2022 so
as to put the necessary arrange-
mentsin place.

The court will now hear the
matter in the third week of
January 2022.

On UK vaccine
row, minister
points to ‘best
interest of people’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

THE SUPREME Court
Wednesday dismissed the
Chhattisgarh government’s plea
challenging a High Court stay on
a probe against former Chief
Minister Raman Singh and BJP
spokesperson Sambit Patra. The
FIR against the two leaders was
registered over their tweets re-
ferring to a purported “toolkit”
allegedly created by Congress.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice of India N V Ramana re-
fused to interfere with the order
of the Chhattisgarh High Court
and asked it to decide the mat-
ter expeditiously.

The FIR against Singh and
Patra was registered a day after
Akash Sharma, the Chhattisgarh
president of Congress student
outfit NSUI filed a complaint over
their tweets onanalleged “toolkit”
created by the Congress — to “de-
fame” the country — on May 18.

The BJP leaders were accused
of spreading unrest and provok-
ing people through a fake story.

The state government told
the Supreme Court that the High
Court had erroneously granted
the interim relief right at the
stage of admission itself. The in-
vestigation was at a nascent
stage, contended the state gov-
ernment.

Ravi quits as Naga peace talks interlocutor

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

TAMILNADU Governor RN Ravi
on Wednesday resigned as inter-
locutor in Naga peace talks after
serving several years in the post,
during which he negotiated with
key insurgent groups for the
Naga Peace Accord.

Ravi's resignation comes
days after he was moved out of
Nagaland, where he also held the
post of Governor. He was ap-
pointed Tamil Nadu Governor on
September 9.

The development had come
amid vociferous demand from
NSCN(IM) to remove Raviboth as
Nagaland Governor and Nagain-
terlocutor following a verbal spat
between the two through 2020.

Ravi: moved from Nagaland
to TN Raj Bhavan on Sept 9

"Shri R.N. Ravi's resignation
asinterlocutor for the Naga peace
process, submitted by him today;,
has been accepted with immedi-
ate effect by the Government of
India," the Ministry of Home
Affairs said in a statement.

Sources said former
Intelligence Bureau special di-
rector Akshay Mishra is likely to
replace Ravi as the new Naga

peace talks interlocutor. As in-
charge of Northeast affairs,
Mishra was already dealing with
various Naga groups while still
serving in IB. Mishra retired in
July this year.

After relations between Ravi
and NSCN(IM) strained, Mishra
had been interacting with Naga
groups to finalise the peace ac-
cord since January 2020.

Sources said Naga groups
have also expressed satisfaction
with the way Mishra has been
spearheading negotiations from
the Centre's side and have ex-
pressed confidence in him to
lead the talks further.

The development comes a
day after Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, along
with his Nagaland counterpart
Neiphiu Rio, met key NSCN(IM)

New Delhi

leaders, including Th Muivah.
Following the closed-door meet-
ing, Rio told the media, “(Home
Minister) Amit Shah-ji has ex-
pressed happiness to resume the
talks and conveyed that a solu-
tion should be found at the ear-
liest and that the government is
open for discussion.... Whatever
had gone wrong, (we should)
forgive and forget and move
ahead."

The Naga peace process has
had a rough ride over the last
couple of years due to deterio-
rating relationship between
NSCN(IM), the lead Naga group
negotiating with the Centre, and
Ravi. Despite a Framework
Agreement for Naga Peace
Accord having been signed in
2015, the government has not
been able to finalise the accord.

WITH NEW Delhi and London
trying to iron out differences over
the issue of vaccine certificates
and travel restrictions, the ruling
BJP attempted to avoid an esca-
lation of the matter saying “every
sovereign country will take deci-
sions which they believe are in
the best interest of the people”.

“There is no right or
wrong..Some countries take de-
cision on what vaccines are ac-
ceptable by their medical frater-
nity and their scientific
community and some take a dif-
ferent view,” Union Minister
Rajeev Chandrasekhar said
when asked about some coun-
tries not recognising Indian vac-
cines. He pointed out that the
science and the understanding
of Covid was recent.

Chandrasekhar, who was in
the BJP headquarters to brief the
media about Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to the US,
said that countries reacted dif-
ferently to the pandemic. “I think
these things have to evolve as the
assessment of risk of the disease
gets mitigated over time. Till
such time every sovereign gov-
ernment, every sovereign coun-
try will take decisions which
they believe are in the best inter-
est of the people.”

Retd HC judge to
probe Karnal
police lathicharge

Chandigarh: Haryana government
on Wednesday appointed Justice
(retd) Somnath Aggarwal as a
one-man inquiry commission to
probe the sequence of events
leading to the police lathicharge
on farmers at Bastara toll plazain
Haryana’s Karnal on August 28.
The retired Punjab and Haryana
High Court judge will also probe
therole of IAS officer Ayush Sinha,
who, as then Karnal SDM, was
caught on tape for his controver-
sial “break the heads” remark.
The decision, taken during a
Cabinet meeting chaired by CM
Manohar Lal Khattar,comes 13 days
after the government promised
thatitwill get theincidents probed
by aretired HC judge. ENS
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MAHARASHTRA
Another warrant
issued against
Param Bir Singh

Mumbai: The inquiry
commission headed by
retired high court judge
Justice Kailash
Uttamchand Chandiwal
has reissued a bailable
warrant against former
Mumbai Police commis-
sioner Param Bir Singh.
The former Mumbai
Police officer is facing a
probe related to corrup-
tion allegations levelled
by him against former
state home minister Anil
Deshmukh. The inquiry
panel has issued sum-
mons several times but
Singh has failed to appear
before it so far. ENS

TRIPURA

African swine
fever detected,
culling begins

Agartala: After infecting
nearly 25,000 pigs over
five months in Mizoram,
the highly contagious
African swine fever has
now spread to Tripura —
at Kanchanpur of North
Tripura close to the
Tripura-Mizoram inter-
state boundary. “We have
identified an infected
zone of 1 km radius from
the epicenter of the out-
break. Culling was started
as per Central govern-
ment guidelines... 28 pigs
and piglets were culled
across seven nearby vil-
lages,” said Dr Mrinal
Duta, nodal officer of
Tripura State Disease
Investigation Laboratory.

ENS

JAMMU & KASHMIR
‘Revival plan’:
L-G flags off
new buses

Jammu: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Wednesday flagged off
the first lot of 95 new
buses of the J&K Road
Transport Corporation
(JKRTC). The buses are
partof the revival planin-
volving a major expan-
sion of JKRTC's fleet in a
phased manner. Sinhare-
iterated the J&K govern-
ment's commitment to
provide quality transport
facilities to the public. He
said the expansion will
address the long pending
demand of people living
inremote areas as prefer-
ence will be given to such
areas, besides interstate
routes. ENS

NINTH ARREST

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
& SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi,
who left for the United States on
Wednesday, said international
travel should be made easier
through “mutual recognition of
vaccine certificates”.

In his video remarks at the
Global Covid Summit hosted by
US President Joe Biden, Modi also
said India is ramping up produc-
tion capacity of existing vaccines
and the supply chains of raw ma-
terials must be kept open.

“The Covid-19 pandemic has
been an unprecedented disrup-
tion. Itis notyet over. Much of the
worldis still to be vaccinated. That
iswhy this initiative by President
Biden is timely, and welcome...
Wealso need to focus on address-
ing the pandemic’s economic ef-
fects. To that end, international
travel should be made easier
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi checks files and other papers
during his flight to the US. Twitter photo@narendramodi

through mutual recognition of
vaccine certificates,” Modi said.
“India is now running the
world’s largest vaccination cam-
paign. Recently, we vaccinated
about 25 million people ona sin-
gle day. Our grassroots-level
healthcare system has delivered
over 800 million vaccine doses so
far. Over 200 million Indians are
now fully vaccinated. This has

been enabled through the use of
our innovative digital platform
called Co-Win. In the spirit of
sharing, India has made Co-Win,
and many other digital solutions,
available freely and open source
software,” he said.

As India looks to resume ex-
port of Covid-19 vaccines to
poorer nations, Modi said “sup-
ply chains of raw materials must

7 InUS, PM Modi pushes for ‘mutua
recognition of vaccine certificates

be kept open”. “As newer Indian
vaccines get developed, we are
also ramping up production ca-
pacity of existing vaccines. As our
production increases, we will be
able to resume vaccine supplies
to others, too. For this, the supply
chains of raw materials must be
kept open. With our Quad part-
ners, we are leveraging India’s
manufacturing in producing vac-
cines for the India-Pacificregion,”
he said.

In his departure statement
earlier in the day, Modi said he
would review India-US ties with
US President Joe Biden and ex-
change views on regional and
globalissues of "mutual interest",
and discuss cooperation in sci-
ence and technology with Vice
President Kamala Harris.

This clear demarcation of
agenda items between the US
President and Vice President
sought to signal that the Prime
Minister has separated the prior-
ityissues for his discussions with

Beaches to bikes, the high-flying

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 22

ON WEDNESDAY, even as Akhil
Bharatiya Akhara Parishad pres-
ident Mahant Narendra Giri was
laid to rest at Baghambari Math
in Prayagraj, the spotlight stayed
on Anand Giri, once said to have
been the mahant's “favourite
disciple” and now at the centre
of a case of alleged abetment of
suicide.

Two days ago, Narendra Giri
was found dead in his room at
Baghambari math, after which
police claimed to have found a
seven-page ‘suicide note’ in
which the mahant held Anand
Giri, besides two others, respon-
sible for his death. On
Wednesday, the Prayagraj police
arrested Anand Giri and Adhya
Prasad Tiwari, another of
Narendra Giri's disciples, after
questioning them at length.

This, however, is not Anand
Giri's first brush with contro-
versy.

Anand Giri, 38, a priest at the
Bare Hanuman Temple in
Prayagraj, who refers to himself
as “spiritual leader” and “yoga
guru”, is known to live it up —
there are photographs circulat-
ing on social media of himin lux-
ury hotels and on beaches, in
fancy cars and bikes.

Born in a lower middle class
farming family in Bhilwara,
Rajasthan, Anand Giri is known
to have left his house at 12 and
joined a gurukul in Haridwar. He

Cleric held from Meerut
for ‘illegal conversions’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 22

THE UTTAR Pradesh Anti-Terror
Squad (ATS) on Wednesday ar-
rested 64-year-old cleric Kaleem
Siddiqui for allegedly being part
ofanillegal conversionracket. The
ATS said his name came up dur-
ing the investigation of a case filed
in Lucknow in which cleric Umar
Gautam and others have been
charged.

According tothe ATS, Siddiqui
wasarrested from Meerutaround
9pmon Tuesday and was brought
to the ATS headquarters in
Lucknow.

Stating that it has formed six
teams to probe the case, the ATS
said it has moved a petitionin the
court seeking Siddiqui’s custody.
Siddiqui is the ninth person to be
arrested in the alleged illegal con-
version racket.

“During the investigation, it
came to light that Maulana
Kaleem Siddiqui, a native of
Muzaffarnagar, who mostly lives
in Delhi, is involved in illegal con-
versions. It was found that in the
garb of educational and social or-
ganisations, he wasinvolved inil-
legal conversions across the coun-
try and was receiving funds from
foreign countries for this. This con-
version racket was being runinan
organised manner and several

popular people and outfitsare also
involved in it. It was also found
thatheranIndia’s biggest conver-
sion syndicate and converted
non-Muslims by deceiving them,”
the ATS said in a statement on
Wednesday.

It said Siddiqui ran a Trust
named Jamia Imam Waliullah,
which in the name of social har-
mony, converted people by brib-
ing them.

“Italso cametolight thatalong
with the Trust, Siddiqui also
funded several madrasas and that
he received funding from abroad
for this, which came through
hawala and other channels.
Through madrasas, the cleric, in
the garb of giving a message for
the unity of humanity, spoke
aboutheavenand hell and put fear
and greed in the minds of people,
encouraging themtoacceptIslam.
He thenencouraged them to con-
vertothers,” the statementadded.

ATS Inspector General GK
Goswamy said that text written
by Siddiqui was used for convert-
ing people through the materials
available online as well as offline.
“He used to make people believe
that the arrangement made as per
Shariat can ensure justice for
all...,” Goswamy said.

Kaleem's Youtube channel has
1.15 lakh subscribers which have
dozens of videos in which he talks
about religion and social issues.

Mahant Narendra Giri being laid to rest in Prayagraj on
Wednesday. Ritesh Shukla

has often claimed that he did so
to gainabetter understanding of
the Vedas and Sanskrit. On his
website, Anand Giri claims to
have acquired a Bachelor’s de-
gree from Banaras Hindu
University.

Anand Giri later came to
Baghambari math and became a
disciple of Narendra Giri, the ma-
hant of Bare Hanuman Mandir,
who inducted him into his
Niranjani akhara. Over the years,
Anand Giri became one of
Narendra Giri’s closest disciples
and was often spoken of as his
heir apparent.

As deputy mahant of the
Bare Hanuman Mandir, which
comes under Narendra Giri's
Baghambari math, Anand Giri,
apart from conducting prayers
at the temple, established him-

Bengaluru Uber
driver held for
‘raping’ passenger

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 22

self as a yoga guru, travelling
across the country and also
abroad, giving lectures and recit-
ing the Ram Katha.

Anand Giri's rapid rise in the
math and the akhara, coupled
with his high-flying lifestyle, led
to whispers among other disci-
ples and sadhus, but Narendra
Giri stood by his disciple.

But their relationship began
souring earlier this year after
Anand Giri started accusing his
mentor of fraud in the alleged
sale of land belonging to the
akhara.

The akhara is said to have in
its possession acres of land not
justin Prayagrajand neighbour-
ing districts but also in Haridwar,
Maharashtra, Gujarat and
Rajasthan.

Earlier this year, their rela-

n suicide row

Anand Giri ata courtin
Prayagraj on Wednesday. P

tionship took a turn for the
worse after Narendra Giri, who
tested positive for Covid, was dis-
charged from a hospital in
Haridwar and came back to the
math. The public tussle between
the mentor and the disciple in-
tensified, with Anand Giri’s fol-
lowers using social media to
level charges of fraud against
Narendra Giri.

It was then that Narendra Giri
got Anand Giri expelled from the
math and the akhara. An angry
Anand Giri claimed to have writ-
ten to the President of India, the
Prime Minister as well as police
demanding aninvestigation into
his mentor’s activities.

Two months ago, the math
released a video, claiming the
dispute between the two had
been settled. In the video, Anand
Giri was shown touching
Narendra Giri’s feet, after which
the mahant said Anand Giri has
apologised. Sources, however,
said the differences between the
two continued.

both leaders.

Sources said Modi is expected
to discuss the situation in
Afghanistan, Pakistan’s role in fu-
elling terrorism in the region,
Indo-Pacific strategy and China’s
belligerence with Biden.

With Harris, who had called
up Modiin June and conveyed the
US decision to supply vaccines,
sources said the cooperation in
vaccine production and chal-
lenges due to the pandemic are
expected to be on the agenda.

“During my visit, | will review
the India-US Comprehensive
Global Strategic Partnership with
President Biden and exchange
views on regional and global is-
sues of mutual interest.]am also
looking forward to meeting Vice
President Kamala Harris to ex-
plore opportunities for coopera-
tion between our two nations
particularly in the area of science
and technology,” he said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

UP recommends
CBI probe into
mahant’s death

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 22

THE UTTAR Pradesh govern-
ment on Wednesday recom-
mended a CBI probe into the
death of Akhil Bharatiya Akhara
Parishad (ABAP) president
Mahant Narendra Giri, two days
after he was found dead in
Prayagraj’s Baghambari Math.

The state home department
said ina tweet that the CBlinves-
tigation was recommended on
the directions of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath who had said in
Prayagraj on Tuesday that if any-
one was found responsible for the
“tragic death” of the mahant they
would receive strict punishment.

The government’s an-
nouncement came on a day the
police arrested three people on
the charge of abetment of sui-
cide in connection with the case,
and, according to sources, a
panel of five doctors conducted
an autopsy to confirm that the
cause of death was “antemortem
hanging”.

Two disciples of the 72-year-
old Hindu ascetic were among
those arrested, the police said. The
court of Chief Judicial Magistrate
HarendraNath sent them to judi-
cial custody for 14 days while the
third accused will be produced
before the court on Thursday.

The police said they arrested
Anand Giri (45) and Adhya
Prasad Tiwari (55), and Tiwari’s
son Sandeep (25) as the mahant
allegedly blamed them in his
“suicide note”. FULLREPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

Mysuru gangrape victim has given her
statement, Karnataka CM tells Assembly

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 22

AN UBER driver in Bengaluru
was Wednesday arrested on the
charge of raping a young woman
passenger. She had hired the cab
in the early hours of the day to
return home from a party.

Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai Wednesday
told the Assembly that an at-
tempt to rape had taken place in
acabin Bengaluru.

The woman fell asleep in the
cab after she was picked up
around 3.30 am, police sources
said. The victim, a resident of
Jharkhand, was working in
Bengaluru. The accused, who
hails from Andhra Pradesh, had
been working in the city for two
years as an Uber cab driver.

Upon reaching the destina-
tion, the accused allegedly
locked the car doors and tried to
take advantage of the sleeping
woman, sources said. When she
woke up and raised an alarm, the
driver allegedly fled, The woman
then dialed the police control
room to inform the incident.

The police recorded her
statement and launched a hunt
for the cab driver. A police team
traveled to Chitoor, but he was,
however, located in Bengaluru
itself. Sources said the cab driver
has “admitted” to “taking advan-
tage” of the woman.

NEARLY A month after an MBA
student was gangraped in
Mysuruy, Karnataka police have
been able to convince her to pro-
vide her statement regarding the
crime, Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai informed the Assembly
on Wednesday. The woman gave
her statement before a magis-
trate on Wednesday, he said.

The court of II Judicial
Magistrate First Class (JMFC) in
Mysuru recorded the victim's
statement in the August 24 as-
sault and rape case.

“After a month, our police
have been able to convince her
to provide a statement. She has
given her statement and this
shows the seriousness of the po-
lice,” Bommai said when the is-
sue was raised by Opposition
leader Siddaramaiah in the
Assembly.

The victim's statement is
considered crucial for the state
to obtain a conviction against six
people who have been arrested
in the case. The police have in-
vestigated the rape and assault
case so far on the basis of state-
ments given by the victim's
friend who was with her when
the attack took place.

“We have registered a case
and are investigating but we are
yet to obtain a statement from
the woman victim. We want to
do it with her consent once she
recovers,” Additional DGP (law
and order) Prathap Reddy had
said last month.

On August 24 evening, the
MBA student and her male
friend were allegedly attacked
by a gang of men in
Lalithadripura area of Mysuru.
The gang initially demanded Rs
3 lakh from the two. They then
allegedly assaulted the couple
and raped the woman before
fleeing the spot with their cell-
phones.

| Pinarayi shows
sy govt data to junk

‘narcotic jihad,
love jihad’ claims

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER 22

AMID A raging debate over a
Catholic bishop’s remarks about
yoths from non-Muslims com-
munities being targets of “love ji-
had” and “narcotic jihad” inKerala,
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on
Wednesday quoted government
datatodismissall such claims,and
sought to delink it from religion.

Vijayan told reporters that if
dataonthose involved inreligious
conversion and narcotics are
analysed, itis clear that minorities
do not have any special role in
such activities. There is no back-
ing of facts for such claims, he said.

He said these issues - so-
called “love jihad” and “narcotic
jihad” - cannot be categorised
with any particular religion.

Dismissing claims of “narcotic
jihad” as baseless, he gave num-
bers from government data.

In2020,as many as4,941 cases
were registered in Kerala under
NDPS Act. Of the 5,422 accused,
2,700 (49.80%) people were
Hindus, 1,869 (34.47%) Muslims
and 853 (15.73%) Christians.
“Thereis nounusualratioin these
figures. Narcotic businessis noton
the basis of religion,” he said.

The Chief Minister said there
is no evidence to show that drug
peddlers or drug users belong to
a particular religion. “On school,
college campuses, there are stu-
dents from various communities.
If any of them uses drugs or be-
comes part of the drug peddling
network, it is puerile to analyse
thatas part of a concerted attempt
of any religion,” he said. “Such
campaigns would tantamount to
sowing seeds of hatred in a state
like Kerala where people from all
communities live together.”

Early this month, bishop
Joseph Kallarangatt of Palai dio-
cese, during a sermon, had said

2 cops among Six
govt employees
sacked for terror
links in J&K

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 22

SIX GOVERNMENT employees,
including two policemen, were
on Wednesday dismissed from
service for their alleged links
with terrorists in J&K, taking the
total number of employees
sacked in last nearly six months
to 25, officials said.

The six employees, include
constable Showkat Ahmad Khan,
aresident of Budgam; constable
Jaffer Hussain Butt of Kishtwar;
teacher Abdul Hamid Wani of
Bijbehara in Anantnag district; a
junior assistant in the Roads and
Buildings Department, Mohd
Rafi Butt of Kishtwar; teacher
Liyaqat Ali Kakroo of Baramulla,
and Range officer Tariq
Mehmood Kohli of Poonch.

Inanidentical order about the
dismissal, the  General
Administration Department said
the Lt Governor was satisfied af-
ter considering the facts and cir-
cumstances of the cases and on
the basis of the information avail-
able that the activities of these
employees were such as to war-
rant their dismissal from service.

OnJuly 11,asmany as 11 em-
ployees, including two sons of
the Hizbul Mujahideen chief,
were dismissed from service.

Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan

‘BISHOP SHOULD
WITHDRAW REMARKS'

Thiruvananthapuram:

Muslim organisations on
Wednesday demanded that
bishop Joseph Kallarangatt
withdraw his controversial
“narcotic jihad” remarks.
Senior IUML leader Syed
Sadiqali Shihab Thangal, who
chaired a meeting of Muslim
groups in Kozhikode, said the
bishop should withdraw the
statement, and sought govern-
ment action against him. ENS

there were two types of jihad -
“love jihad and narcotic jihad”.
“The narcoticjihadis the activity of
spoiling the life of non-Muslims,
particularly youths, by making
them addicted to drugs,” he said.
On the “love jihad” claim,
Vijayan said, “When the govern-
ment examined the claim that
Christian women were trapped in
love affair, converted toIslam and
taken to extremist outfits such as
IS, a different picture emerged.”
“Of the 100 who have report-
edly joined IS from Kerala, 72
joined that outfit abroad where
they had gone for job or other pur-
poses. Of them, except a person
from Kozhikode [a Hindu], others
were born Muslims. Twenty-eight
others joined IS from Kerala. Of
them, five joined IS after convert-
ing. They converted after marriage.
These figures do not substantiate
the claim that women are con-
verted toIslam after being trapped
inlove,” the Chief Minister said.

HC quashes FIR
against Kashmiri
Pandit activist
over tweet

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 22

THE HIGH Court of Jammu &
Kashmirand Ladakh Wednesday
quashed an FIR against Kashmiri
Pandit activist Sushil Pandit for a
2018 tweet that claimed that five
CRPF personnel were killed dur-
ing the Ramzan ceasefire in 2018.

Pandit had tweeted: “Just
heard, 5 CRPF jawans martyred in
Pampore. #RamzanCeasefire is
working. Question is who is it
working for!.” The statement was
untrue. Pandit deleted his tweet.

The bench of Justice Rajnesh
Oswal said: “This court is of the
considered view that the FIR im-
pugned, is nothing but an abuse
of the process of law.”

“A perusal of the petitioner’s
tweet would reveal that it begins
with words JUSTHEARD’, mean-
ing thereby that what was up-
loaded by him was just heard by
him and he had no personal
knowledge of the same,” observed
Justice Oswal.

Pandit had filed a petition un-
der section 561-A (now 482)
through advocate Ankur Sharma.
Sharma submitted that the peti-
tioner was not aware that his “ac-
cidental tweet” was probably
saved by some persons “who
would later on use it for their po-
litical end to harass him”.

PM-CARES Fund not a fund of Government of India, HC told

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

PRIME MINISTER’s Citizen
Assistance and Relief in
Emergency Situation Fund (PM-
CARES Fund), a charitable trust
under the law, has told Delhi High
Court that the trust’s fund isnota
fund of the Government of India
and itsamount does not goin the
Consolidated Fund of India.
“Irrespective of whether the
trust is a “State” or other author-
ity within the meaning of Article
12 of the Constitution of Indiaand
or whether it is a 'public author-

ity within the meaning of section
2[h] of Right to Information Act,
Section 8 in general and that of
provisions contained in sub sec-
tion[e]and |j],in particular, of the
Right to Information Act, it is not
permissible todisclose third party
information,” Pradeep Kumar
Srivastava, an Under Secretary at
the PMO said inareply.

The submission was made in
response to a petition seeking
that PM-CARES Fund be de-
clared as ‘The State’ under Article
12 of the Constitution. The plea
contends that citizens of the
country are aggrieved that a
fund set up by the Prime

Minister and with trustees like
the PM and ministers of Home,
Defence and Finance has been
declared to be a fund over which
there is no government control.

Srivastava told the court he
functionsin the trust on an hon-
orary basis and that the trust
functions with transparency and
its funds are audited by an audi-
tor who is a Chartered
Accountant from the panel pre-
pared by the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India.

“To ensure transparency, the
audited report is put on the offi-
cial website of the trust along
with the details of utilisation of

New Delhi

funds received by the trust,” the
reply said.

It said all donations received
by the trust are through online
payments, cheques and or de-
mand drafts. The amount so re-
ceived is audited and the expen-
diture of the trust fund displayed
on the website, it said.

“Inview of the specific provi-
sions of Section 8 of the Right to
Information Act, the relief
against para 5.3 of the trust deed
dated 27.3.2020 pales into in-
significance,” Srivastava said, re-
ferring to a prayer against a para-
graph in the trust deed which
states that it was not created by

or under the Constitution or by
any law made by Parliament or
state Assembly.

The petition filed by Samyak
Gangwal states that the PM-
CARES Fund was formed by the
Prime Minister in March 2020
foranoble purpose of extending
assistance to the citizens in wake
of Covid-19 pandemic and huge
donations were received by it.
However, the plea said, a copy of
the trust deed was released by
the PM-CARES Fund on its web-
site in December 2020, accord-
ing to which it is not created by
or under the Constitution or by
any law made by Parliament.
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Record drug haul: In
June, same firm got

similar consignment
from Afghan source

GOPAL KATESHIYA,
AANCHAL MAGAZINE,
SANDEEP SINGH &
KARUNJIT SINGH
RAJKOT,NEW DELHI,
SEPTEMBER 22

INVESTIGATIONS HAVE shown
that the Andhra firm registered
as the official recipient of the two
containers in which 2,988 kg of
heroin, valued at some Rs 21,000
crore, was found hidden at
Mundra Port in Kutch by the
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), had imported
a similar consignment from the
same Afghanistan company in
June this year.

That consignment too was
sent by M/S Hasan Husain Ltd
and declared as containing
‘semi-processed talc stones’. The
invoice was in the name of one
Kuldip Singh, from Alipur, Delhi.

The DRI has in its custody
Chennai-based Machavaram
Sudhakar and his wife
Govindaraju Durga Purna Vaisali.
Vaisali is the proprietor of the
firm M/s Aashi Trading
Company, registered in Andhra
Pradesh's Vijayawada.

The DRI said Wednesday that
eight arrests had been made so
far, including four Afghans and
an Uzbek national. It also
claimed that the total seizure
was now up to 3,004 kg, withad-
ditional drugs (suspected to be
heroin and cocaine) recovered
from a house in Noida.

Apart from Noida, the DRI
also conducted follow-up inves-
tigations in New Delhi, Chennai,
Coimbatore, = Ahmedabad,
Mandvi, Gandhidham and
Vijayawada. Officials from for-
eign investigative agencies are
expected to come to India to join
the probe, sources said.

The DRIsaid the consignment
was sourced from Kandahar in
Afghanistan through Bandar
Abbas port in Iran, and suspects
the accused to be part of a “larger
conspiracy”. Sources said
Sudhakar has told the DRI that the
firm was started in August last
year and that the consignment
was sourced from Hasan Husain
Ltd in Afghanistan, through their
local representative “Amit”.

According to sources, the DRI
told a court in Bhuj that the con-
signment was of Afghan origin
and that the accused were in
touch with “Afghan and Irani na-
tionals” and there was need to
probe “probable threat percep-
tion involved”.

Earlier, on June 9, Aashi had
imported a similar consignment
of talc stones from Hasan Husain
Ltd. The Indian Express has learnt
that “the documents in original"
regarding this were directly sent
to a Customs House Agent in
Gandhidham from Iran, since the
vessel had already started sailing.

For the second consignment,

Sudhakar allegedly received
“two sets of import documents,
containing invoice, packing list,
certificate of origin”. Sudhakar
has reportedly told the DRI that
when he enquired with his con-
tact in Iran, called "Javed", from
where the consignment had set
sail, the latter had told him that
“in the initial set of documents,
the weight of the cargo as men-
tioned in the documents was 300
kg in excess (of) when it was ac-
tually weighed by the liner” and
hence this was “rectified” and a
second set of documents dis-
patched to his Chennai address.

Amitwas the “marketing per-
son”inIndia for Hasan Husain for
both the consignments, as per
Sudhakar. The accused has also
said Amit would give instructions
regarding whom the consign-
ments were meant for.

Sudhakar has reportedly also
said that for the June consign-
ment, “Amit” had asked him to
prepare an invoice in the name
of “Shri Kuldeep Singh @ Alipur,
Delhi”, and that the Customs
House Agent concerned had de-
livered the consignment “di-
rectly from the port to the men-
tioned address”.

After the DRI had seized the
second consignment several days
ago, simultaneous searches were
carried out across the country, in-
cluding the Chennai residence of
the accused, from where report-
edly incriminating documents
and materials were seized. The
Indian Express has learnt that
while the agency seized 1,999.579
kg of the contraband immediately,
subsequent investigations had led
itt0988.631 kg more.

The heroin, according to the
DRI, was concealed with talc
powder in two 40-feet contain-
ers, for which the Bill of Entry
dated September 11 was filed on
behalf of Aashi at Mundra
Customs, describing the im-
ported goods as 40.940 MT of
'semi processed talc stones'. The
origin of the consignment was
shown as Afghanistan, and it was
loaded at Bandar Abbas in Iran.

Even as the DRI said that the
three arrested Indian nationals in-
clude the holder of the Import
Export Code (IEC),acheckinto the
importing firm and its alleged
founders draws a blank. The web-
site of the Registrar of Companies
does not show any company by
the name Aashi registered with
the Ministry of Corporate Affairs.
However, the company might be
asole proprietorship firmand de-
tails of such companies are not
available on RoC website.

More such consignments of
similar nature may have been di-
verted by now, two persons
aware of the development said.

Asenior DRI official said more
details will be shared later. A sen-
ior Commerce Ministry official
said, “We do not have informa-
tion on the company on hand.”
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Kin on list, ex-Minister distances himself
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PATRONAGE
PIPELINE

From  Samastipur to
Madhubani and Jamui to
Sheikhpura and at least 20 dis-
tricts, The Indian Express has
found, it covers a sweeping range
of beneficiaries across the state’s
political spectrum — from rela-
tives of senior JD(U) and BJP
leaders to an R]D leader.

Topping the list, in the
amount involved, is JD(U) ex-
state secretary Anil Singh’s fam-
ily, which got contracts worth
about Rs 80 crore. Anil Singh is
still a key leader in state politics
and attends all major functions
of the ruling party led by Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar.

Also on the list: BJP MLA
Vinod Narayan Jha’s nephew,
who was awarded contracts
worth around Rs 3.5 crore in
2019-20 when his uncle was

PHED (Public Health
Engineering  Department)
Minister.

Most of the projects under the
scheme are implemented by
PHED, which disburses Rs 30-57
lakh for each contract to compa-
nies or contractors selected
through a bidding process. The
department gives 60-65 per cent
of the contract amount to con-
tractors during the course of work
and 35-40 per cent in equal parts
for maintenance over five years.

Each project under the
scheme involves setting up two
plastic tanks of 5,000 litres each
on a tower, pumping water to
these tanks from a borewell to
be maintained by the company
operator, and supplying water
through a pipeline to a brass tap
at a location nearest to the en-
trance of a house — in each ward.

The Indian Express reviewed
bid documents from 20 districts
to find that several of these con-
tracts went to family and associ-
ates of top political leaders — of-
ficials said all of these projects,
except one mired in court cases,
have been completed:

M Anil Singh, former JD(U)
state secretary

PHED contracts for two firms
run by his son, daughter-in-
law and associates. Cost: Rs 80
crore.

Records show the contracts
were awarded in Singh’s home
district Samastipur to two firms:
Alectra Infrastate Ltd and Fadle
Chem Pvt Ltd. According to
Rajesh Kumar Roshan, the PHED
executive engineer in

Samastipur, 60 per cent of the
project cost has been disbursed
to both firms. “Both Fadle Chem
and Alectra Infrastate have com-
pleted the work and have been
paid for construction cost as per
agreement. But there are some
complaints that these two and
some other companies are not
doing the maintenance work
properly,” Roshan told The Indian
Express.

RoCrecords show that Ankita
Singh, daughter-in-law of Anil
Singh, is one of three directors in
Alectra Infrastate. The other di-
rectors are Ajay Kumar Singh
and his son Kunal Kumar, both
Samastipur residents and
known associates of the JD(U)
leader. The company was allot-
ted 11 sets of contracts in 2018-
19, each covering 2-4 wards, the
PHED official said. The official
said the PHED's project cost for
eachward is aminimum of Rs 40
lakh and can go up to over Rs 50
lakh, depending on size and pop-
ulation.

Records show  that
Mrityunjay Kumar and Ankita
Singh, the son and daughter-in-
law of Anil Singh, are directors of
Fadle Chem Pvt Ltd, which was
allotted contracts in 2019-20.
Records list Fadle Chem’s ad-
dress as New Colony,
Dharampur, Samastipur, 848101
—the same address used by Anil
Singh.

Anil Singh did not respond to
queries from The Indian Express.
His son Mrityunjay Kumar said:
“Fadle Chem got Nal Jal contracts
inover 200 wards of Samastipur.
We have completed work in
most of these areas.”

M Vinod Narayan Jha, former
PHED Minister & BJP MLA
Contracts for his nephew
Sunil Kumar Jha. Cost: Rs 3.5
crore.

Bid documents show that
Sunil Kumar Jha, a Madhubani-
based contractor, was allotted
two sets of contracts in the dis-
trictin 2019-20 worth around Rs
3.5 crore. Jha’s uncle Vinod
Narayan Jha, who is now BJP’s
Benipatti MLA in Madhubani,
was Bihar’s PHED Minister at the
time.

When contacted, Vinod
Narayan Jha said: “Iwas not part
of the process of awarding the
contract..Just because I became
a minister did not mean that I
would ask my relatives to quit
their contract business. If some
relatives have got the contracts,
they would have qualified
through the bidding process.”

Sunil Kumar Jha was not
available for comment.

H Deepak Kumar, senior JD(U)
leader

PHED contracts awarded to
Khushi Construction in

BJP leader Rajan Tiwari’s company got contracts in Araria.

which he and his relatives are
partners. Cost: Rs 400 crore.

Bid documents show that
Khushi Construction, in which
JD(U) leader Deepak Kumar,
brother Rajiv Kumar and a rela-
tive are partners, was awarded
contracts in over 900 wards
across Purnia, Saharsa, Araria
and Sheikhpura.

PHED officials said that about
Rs 80 crore was disbursed to the
company, which functioned till
early 2020 when it faced court
cases on charges of alleged viola-
tion of contract rules and forgery,
and was debarred and black-
listed.

Deepak Kumar was not avail-
able for comment. Rajiv Kumar,
who holds power of attorney for
Khushi Construction, told The
Indian Express that the company
had complied with all norms to
get the contracts. “The matter is
in the High Court. Although we
have been blacklisted for now,
we can still get back the work
later,” he said.

M Rajiv Kamal alias Rinku
Singh, R]D state general secre-
tary

PHED contracts in Jamui.
Cost: Rs 4.5 crore.

Kamalis aregistered contrac-
tor with PHED and resident of
Laxmipur in Jamui. He was allot-
ted three sets of contracts in
Jamui. Kamal was not available
for comment. Kamal’s project
engineer Raman Kumar said:
“We have been allotted work in
Digghi panchayat of Laxmipur
(wards 1,3,4,5,6,8 and 10), Gauda
panchayat of Ghodpadan (wards
4 and 14), and one ward each in
Barhat and Paro panchayats. We
have completed the work.”

M Rajan Tiwari, BJP
spokesperson

PHED contracts for his com-
pany, Jai Sri Shyam
Construction. Cost: Rs 17
crore.

Jai Sri Shyam Construction,
owned by Tiwari, got PHED con-
tracts in 2019-20 in 28 wards of
Khairkha and Amhara panchay-
ats of Araria. Tiwari is a close
aide of Forbesganj MLA
Vidyasagar Kesari and Araria MP
Pradeep Singh. “lam also a busi-
nessman and have tried to do
good work as a contractor,”
Tiwari said.

B Manoj Gupta, ex-state coor-
dinator, BJP business cell
PHED contracts for his firm,
R.M. Construction. Cost: Rs 23
crore.

R.M. Construction was
awarded 12 sets of contracts
worthaboutRs 23 crore in 2018-
19 and 2019-20 in Samastipur.
Gupta was not available for com-
ment.

B Dharmendra Kumar Sah,
president, JD(U) EBC wing,
Samastipur

PHED contracts in
Samastipur. Cost: Rs 4 crore.

Sah, a contractor, got two sets
of contracts worth Rs 4 crore in
2019-20. He did not respond to
requests for comment.

The other beneficiaries in-
clude:

B Ahmed Akhtar (Congress,
Bagaha): Got contracts totalling
Rs 85 lakh in two wards in 2019-
20. Akhtar said he works for JP
Enterprises, which is owned by
local resident Janardhan Prasad.

B Rishu Singh (son of
Ravindra Singh, a PHED office at-
tendant in Sheikhpura): Got con-
tracts in 2019-20 totalling Rs 1
crore in Sanaiya panchayat of
Sheikhpura. He was not available
for comment.

Sources said the meeting dis-
cussed the findings of The
Indian Express investigation.

Speaking to The Indian
Express earlier, PHED Minister
Ram Prit Paswan said: “We
have taken serious note of the
issue of political patronage.
Though friends and relatives
of politicians have every right
to get government contracts
through due process, we will
scrutinise the process of bid-
ding and tendering if there
are specific complaints.”

He said: “I have asked the
department’s secretary to
look into such
complaints...that someone
did not get contracts because
others with political connec-
tions were favoured.”

Paswan’s response came
even as opposition parties,
Congress and R]D, called for
Prasad’s resignation.

Meanwhile, PHED
Engineer-in-Chief and Special
Secretary Daya Shankar
Mishra said in a letter to The
Indian Express that “the im-
plementation of Har Ghar Nal
KaJal schemes in Katihar dis-
tricthas been carried out with
a transparent tendering
process as per the provisions”
laid down by the government.

“No complaint against
award of tender and/or defi-
ciency in service has beenre-
ceived in the Department so
far. In case any complaint is
received or any adverse issue
is flagged, strict action would
be taken as per Government
rules and provisions,” the let-
ter stated.

Earlier =~ Wednesday,
Bihar’s Leader of Opposition
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav dared
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
to take action against Prasad.
“This government has been
mired in allegations of cor-
ruption.... Nitish Kumar often

‘Asked dept secy to
look into complaints’

talks of monitoring the Har
Ghar Nal Ka Jal scheme. But
can he take action against his
Deputy CM Tarkishore
Prasad? Nitish Kumar is the
CM on compassionate
grounds and cannot take ac-
tion against (other) NDA
leaders,” said Tejashwi.

In New Delhi, Congress
leader Randeep Surjewala
described the scheme as “Har
Neta Theka Yojana (contract
for every leader scheme)”.

Referring to the findings
of The Indian Express investi-
gation, Surjewala targeted
the BJP leadership and the
Bihar government. “Isn’t this
a conflict of interest?
Shouldn’t Tarkishore Prasad
resign immediately?
Shouldn’t ] P Nadda seek his
resignation immediately?
Shouldn’t (Prime Minister)
Modiji and (Union Home
Minister) Amit Shahji come
forward and speak against
corruption? Why is (Chief
Minister) Nitish Kumar
silent?” he asked.

“Tarkishore Prasad should
resign or be sacked,”
Surjewala said.

However, Bihar BJP state
president Sanjay Jaiswal de-
fended Prasad, saying that his
“family and aides had got
contracts in 2019-20 when
he was an MLA (in Katihar)”.

On Wednesday, The
Indian Express reported that
the scheme’s implementa-
tion has been marked by po-
litical patronage to a set of
beneficiaries — from Prasad
to senior JD(U) and BJP lead-
ers of the ruling coalition.

The PHED, which is the
scheme’s implementing au-
thority along with the state’s
Panchayati Raj and Urban
Development departments,
has awarded a bulk of the
contracts.

B Mohammed Khalid
(brother of Mohammed
Sarfaraz,JD(U), Sheikhpura): Got
PHED contracts for nine wards of
Ariari block in Sheikhpura in
2019-20totalling Rs 3.6 crore. He
said: “I have completed almost
95 per cent of the work. I was al-
lotted the work after following
bidding norns”.

B Pintu Kumar (brother-in-
law of Alok Kumar, Husainabad
panchayat mukhiya, JD(U): Got

contracts in Husainabad in 2019-
20 worth Rs 45 lakh. He was not
available for comment.

B Mukesh Singh (son of
Ramashish Singh, ex-JD(U)
leader in Gopalganj): Allotted
Panchayati Raj Department
work in 12 wards — six each in
Vishnupura and Basdiha pan-
chayats — totalling over Rs 1.3
crore. Mukesh Singh said: “I was
allotted work in 2016-17 and
completed it long ago.”
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

AF-PAK AMBUSH

Resistance against inclusion of Taliban in SAARC is justified.
The Islamist group has much to do to win world’s trust

O TEARS NEED be shed for the cancellation of the SAARC foreign min-

isters meeting on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly in New York,

given that so much in the region is lost already. Afghanistan was in-

ducted into SAARC in 2007, a decision that recognised its struggle to
emerge from years of war and isolation, and its historical, political, religious, eco-
nomic and cultural links to the rest of the region. The takeover of Afghanistan by the
Taliban is a massive setback to South Asia. It is yet to be officially recognised by any
country, or by the United Nations, though some Western nations are engaged with it
to provide humanitarian aid. In the SAARC grouping, even Pakistan, which makes no
secret of its support for the Taliban government, has yet to declare official recogni-
tion of the new set up in Kabul. So it is surprising that it wanted the Taliban symbol-
ically represented at the planned regional meeting, with an empty chair (Amir Khan
Muttaqj, the Taliban’s “acting foreign minister”, designated and sanctioned as a ter-
rorist under United Nations Security Council resolution 1267 like many other Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan cabinet members, could not have attended). The move ap-
pears to have been an attempt to pressgang SAARC to grant de facto legitimacy to the
[EA. It is not clear how many SAARC capitals pushed back against this, but it is certain
Delhi would have been among them, and rightly so. As SAARC works by consensus, the
meeting has had to be called off.

However, the larger issue of recognition of the IEA is looming. The IEA has written
to the UN Secretary General to accept its own chosen Permanent Representative to the
UN. But recognition is the only leverage the world now has with the Taliban, and it is
in no position to grant this easily, especially as the IEA has conveyed quite clearly that
it does not intend to address, at least to begin with, global concerns about a Haqqani
heavy government without women and ethnic minorities. The UN should take its time
considering the Taliban request.

It may be time to face up to the fact that there is no real chance of reviving an already
moribund SAARC. It has been years since there was a summit, principally because it is
Pakistan’s turn to host it, and Delhi has refused to participate due to the tensions be-
tween the two countries over terrorist incidents and other issues. Other SAARC arrange-
ments, including regional trade, have never been able to get off the ground due to the
forever hostility between the two big neighbours. To get around this, there was already
talk of a separate grouping that would be “SAARC minus 1”. Now, with the Taliban in
Kabul, and Pakistan playing its local guardian, regional cooperation in South Asia is
bound to remain a chimera.

DRAW THE LINE

The Delhi Police must make sure that those guilty of attacking
Hyderabad MP’s house are held accountable

HE ATTACK ON the residence of Hyderabad MP Asaduddin Owaisi in the

heart of the national capital marks a dangerous new low. That activists

from a Hindu right-wing organisation are emboldened enough to gather

at one of Delhi’s most secure neighbourhoods, vandalise a parliamentar-
ian’s house, and chant communal abuses is a sign that the footsoldiers of polarisation
have a disturbing confidence in their impunity. The Delhi Police, which has arrested
five members of the Hindu Sena, must disabuse them of such notions — and ensure
that the guilty are held accountable. Without any surprise, the Hindu Sena activists
have defended their violent actions by accusing Owaisi of making “anti-Hindu”
speeches. Owaisi had reacted to UP chief minister Yogi Adityanath’s abba jaan slur in
arecent speech about government welfare schemes. The attack on the MP’s house is
just another example of how the right to take offence is being legitimised by self-ap-
pointed custodians of religion and enforced by muscle power at the expense of consti-
tutional freedoms of speech and expression.

This is not the first time in recent months that anti-minority rabble-rousing specta-
cles have been staged in the national capital — and its surrounds. Last month, at a Jantar
Mantar gathering — again in the high-security Lutyen’s Delhi — members of several Hindu
right-wing organisations called for violence against the Muslim community. Not only
was the alarming aggression on public display recorded on video by the activists, but also
spread further through the velocity of social media. While arrests were made in that case,
too, the growing clout of groups that preach violence in the name of religion must not be
taken lightly. Indeed, across the country, a crude simmering mobilisation appears to have
licensed violence against ordinary Muslims, whether it is a bangle-seller in Indore or a rick-
shaw-puller in Kanpur. It has led to umpteen instances of moral policing of women by pro-
ponents of the paranoia of “love jihad”. It will also further ghettoise cities and villages
into spaces for “us” and “them”, and sow conflict and disharmony.

The history of this subcontinent has grim lessons on the consequences of such law-
lessness. By hurling stones and axes atan MP's house in Lutyen’s Delhi, the vandals of the
Hindu Sena attempt to send a message to their radicalised base. But, for the Delhi Police,
which reports to the Union home minister, the stakes are definitely higher. It must crack
down on such displays of brazen aggression against the Hyderabad MP. Doing otherwise
would run the risk of allowing a communal contagion to spread out of control.

NOT TOO HOT

Pandas reproduce less when things get too good.
Life, it turns out, is about the challenges

OMETIMES, THE PORRIDGE needs to be too hot (or too cold), for there to even
be a third bear. It turns out — according to a recent study in the journal
Conservation Biology — that for giant pandas, there is such a phenomenon as
too much of a good thing. From data collected at the Wolong nature reserve in
China coupled with computer modelling, researchers have concluded that some imper-
fections in their habitat bring benefits when it comes to mating. Gene flow among giant
pandas increases as the proportion of the ideal bamboo-rich habitat within a landscape
increases but then sees a decline when this figure breaches the 80 per cent mark.

The panda, for long a symbol of endangered species (it’s on the logo of the WWF), has
seen a resurgence in recent years and has moved up the list to “vulnerable”. This is no
small feat, considering just how difficult it is to get pandas to mate, particularly in captiv-
ity. For example, Ying Ying and Le Le, a panda couple that resides in Ocean Park in Hong
Kong zoo, managed to get together only after a decade in 2020, after various efforts from
their human handlers. The insights into the ideal habitat for pandas to reproduce will
certainly inform future conservation efforts. But for humans, too, there are lessons.

Among the possible reasons for the decline in fertility as habitats get more “ideal” is
the fact that too much comfort reduces the drive to survive. And, of course, too much
hardship does not allow beings to thrive. It is that fine balance that allows for ambition,
for growth, and perhaps even creativity. Like Goldilocks, the lesson the rest of us can learn
from the Ursidae is how to get things just right.
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Anchoring the Quad

Onus is on US to convince allies it will defend its
interests in the Indo-Pacific and elsewhere

"

Sy

RAJIV BHATIA

TWO MEETINGS OF the leaders of a pluri-
lateral grouping within seven months is an
exceptional development in world affairs,
especially when it involves the US and its
three Quad partners — Australia, Japan and
India. Why the leaders are meeting again
on September 24 and what they hope to
achieve are matters of mounting publicin-
terest. This first in-person summit is espe-
cially significant — set against the backdrop
of the Indo-Pacific region grappling with
the repercussions of Afghanistan, the
growing aggressiveness of China and the
formation of AUKUS, a brand-new trilat-
eral security partnership.

Theleaders’ summit of the Quadrilateral
Framework will be hosted by US President
Joseph Biden in Washington. It may be of
greater substance than the inaugural virtual
summit of March 12, because the context of
the two summits is significantly different. In
March, the Biden administration had just be-
gunits innings; it was struggling to define its
China and Indo-Pacific policies, and expec-
tations from the Quad were low.

Asubstantive joint statement, reinforced
by a smart op-ed by the four leaders in The
Washington Post, drew global attention. Now,
three weeks after the chaotic and misman-
aged withdrawal of US troops from
Afghanistan, that country’s future and re-
gional security issues are bound to dominate
the discussions. The onusis on the US to con-
vince its partners that the Afghan experience
has strengthened, not weakened, its resolve
to defend its — and their — interests in the
Indo-Pacific.

The AUKUS — the Australia-UK-US part-
nership — too will need some serious ex-
plaining, particularly to Japan and India,
which worry about the emergence of an in-
ner circle (US and Australia) within the Quad,
which is now connected to the UK, a non-
Quad partner. There are even reports that
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson may be
visiting Washington around the time of the
Quad summit.

Indian experts are divided over the im-

India should be cautiously
optimistic about the role and
prospects of the Quad. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to Washington will be
his first major voyage abroad
in the Covid era, after his
visit to Dhaka in June this
year. His advisers expect
India’s strategic perspective
will be fully factored in,
considering that it is the only
Quad power with land
borders with China, and a
proximity to the serious
threat of terrorism,
extremism and
radicalisation emanating
from Afghanistan.

pactof AUKUS on the Quad. Some argue that
it reduces the Quad’s salience, while others
maintain that the Quad is strengthened by
the new trilateral. However, a sober evalua-
tion suggests that AUKUS will have both pos-
itive and negative implications for the Quad;
these will become evident after the forth-
coming summit.

Another consequential development is
the September 16 release of the European
Union’s Indo-Pacific strategy. A shorter ver-
sion presented in April has now been given
a comprehensive form. It paints the EU and
the Indo-Pacific as deeply connected in di-
verse realms ranging from trade and invest-
ment to security and defence. The EU’s de-
termination to scale up and diversify
cooperation with democratic and like-
minded nations could be a boost to the Quad,
provided the Europeans are ready to stand
up to China’s assertive behaviour, violations
of international law and norms and increas-
ing use of coercion.

These issues will dominate the headlines
in Washington for sure. But the Quad also
has to do the necessary and backbreaking
work of institutionalising itself, and the ful-
filling of past commitments. For instance,
the joint vaccine production programme
seems to be on track and their distribution
first to needy Indo-Pacific countries will be-
gin in early 2022. The working group on
emerging and critical technologies too is re-
porting progress. A principal endeavour is
toleverage the Open Radio Access Network
(O-RAN) to derive benefits of interoperabil-
ity of the 5G technologies offered by differ-
ent vendors in the west.

On climate change, the focus of the third
working group, some key issues remain un-
resolved — specifically, India is unable to
show “more ambitions” regarding its climate
goals, despite two visits to New Delhi this
year by John Kerry, the US president’s spe-
cial envoy on climate. But efforts are under-
way to finalise technology-sharing and other
cooperation to meet the challenges of cli-
mate change.

An expansion of the agenda is on the
cards and will include new areas like infra-
structure and connectivity, education, cyber
security and maritime security. Hopefully, it
will also include cooperation in the Blue
Economy, as all the four nations are endowed
with immense oceanic resources.

The special attention to infrastructure
comes from the US, given its announce-
ment of the “Build Back Better World”
(B3W) at the G7 summit last June, but
which has yet to become a reality. What the
US government will now propose and
whether its package will include details
such as planning, logistics, new financing
and identification of specific projects, will
be keenly observed.

With the China challenge now recog-
nised as being both multi-faceted and long-
term, the Quad needs to devise a matching
strategy. Joint innovative and practical rec-
ommendations are worth considering, like
‘The Quad Economy & Technology Task
Force Report: A Time for Concerted
Action,” crafted by international experts
and published by think tank Gateway
House in August.

India should be cautiously optimistic
about the role and prospects of the Quad.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
Washington will be his first major voyage
abroad in the Covid era, after his visit to
Dhaka in June this year. His advisers expect
India’s strategic perspective will be fully fac-
tored in, considering that it is the only Quad
power with land borders with China, and
proximity to the serious threat of terrorism,
extremism and radicalisation emanating
from Afghanistan.

GivenIndia’s pivotal position in the Indo-
Pacific region, it may be appropriate if the
Quad summit in 2022 is hosted by New
Delhi. The nation will be fully ready to as-
sume this responsibility.

The writer is Distinguished Fellow, Gateway
House. He served as India’s envoy to
Myanmar, Mexico, Kenya and South Africa
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POWER OF STORYTELLING

Creativity in India, from India and by India can now go out to the world

REED HASTINGS

THE LAST 19 months of the pandemic have
been some of the most difficult of our lives.
We all spent more time isolated in our homes
than ever before. But we found a universal
connection in the remarkable stories we
watched. The world rooted for their favourite
characters and was transported to a reimag-
ined Regency England, a college campus in
Jaipur, the Louvre in Paris, a 1960s chess tour-
nament in Moscow, a karate dojo in Los
Angeles and a bank in Spain with people
wearing Dali masks.

Stories have always been a source of com-
fort, joy and community for people around
the world. Today the screen reminds us that
great stories have the enduring power to
unite, inspire and entertain. Storytelling goes
to the heart of what it means to be human.
When we watch stories, we forge new con-
nections and build a deeper understanding of
the world, making us all feel more connected.
We have the responsibility of providing
choice and control to our members, espe-
cially parents, so they can decide what their
children watch.

India is home to the finest traditions of
storytelling. Home to one of the world’s most
vibrant entertainment industries, India is re-
markably well placed tolead in the era of in-
ternet entertainment. Brilliant creators and
talent, spread across the country and united
in their love for storytelling, are creating
shows and films that can be watched by
Indians on hundreds of millions of screens,
beitaTV or smartphone.

Earlier this year, we joined hands with
UNESCO to celebrate India’s rich cultural

Stories have always been a
source of comfort, joy and
community for people
around the world. Today the
screen reminds us that great
stories have the enduring
power to unite, inspire

and entertain.

heritage through the family favourite ani-
mation, Mighty Little Bheem. India has the
vision and talent to export its best stories;
and with our subtitles and dubs in over 30
languages, more people can now discover
even more Indian stories and culture —
wherever they live.

It'sa huge privilege to be a part of the cre-
ative community in India. We've licensed
hundreds of Indian films and shows for our
members and invested in over 100 Netflix
originals, almost all of which have been com-
missioned by Indian executives who live lo-
cally, know the culture and speak the lan-
guage. It’s testament to India’s breadth of
storytelling that these originals have been
filmed in over 25 cities and towns across the
country, from Lucknow to Lonavla, Mumbai
toMadurai, Gulmarg to Goa, Kolkata to Kochi.

As a part of the growing creative commu-
nity in India, we understand that telling sto-
ries that are made in India and can be
watched by the world is a collective experi-
ence. These successful stories are born of
partnerships with brilliant Indian creators,
directors, writers, actors and crew. Our com-
mitment to India is strong and growing. We
want to deepen our partnership with Indian
creators as they reinvent genres, stretch
boundaries, and inspire new ideas. In the last
year, we have supported multiple produc-
tion workshops, and editing courses with the
New York Film Academy. We will continue
to build and nurture the next generation of
creative talent — whether young animators
in partnership with GOBELINS L'école de
L'image, one of the world’s finest animation

schools, or entirely new talent through
BAFTA Breakthrough India, an initiative to
find 10 new voices across the country.

Inclusion in storytelling is important to
us and we are proud that more than half of
our films and series in India feature women
in central roles. Since last year, we’ve worked
with more than one thousand women cre-
ators, talent, and crew on and off the screen
inIndia.

The popularity of Indian stories means
that the entertainment industry is an impor-
tant economic driver for India too. It's why
we work so hard to find stories from across
India, supporting our creative partners in
bringing their visions to life.

Last year when the pandemic hit, we
stood with the creative community and
committed $150 million to support the hard-
est hit workers on our own productions glob-
ally — carpenters, electricians, hair and
make-up artists. We also helped the broader
film and television industry through the cre-
ation of over 20 hardship funds in partner-
ship with organisations from around the
world, including the Producers Guild of India.
It was inspiring to see the creative commu-
nity of Tamil cinema come together for the
nine-film anthology Navarasa, sending a
message of resilience and solidarity during
these tough times that echoed far and wide.

Working together is how we will usher
in a new golden age of creativity in India,
from India and by India, but that can be en-
joyed all around the world.

The writer is founder and Co-CEO of Netflix

== INDIAN EXPHRESS @
[ |

P ekl
[

SEPTEMBER 23, 1981, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

US ON IMF LoANs

THE US TREASURY Secretary Donald Regan,
who favours stricter IMF conditionalities
about loans, says that his country still has
questions about $ 5 million SDR loan to India.
In general Regan wants the IMF to be stricter
about giving loans. The problems about India,
he said, include continuing domestic and in-
ternational deficits, failure to control the
money supply and a general “inability to get
their house in order.” The Reagan adminis-
tration’s tough attitude towards the World
Bank and other lending institutions— also
stressed by Regan on Monday—has been
known for along time. Itis being further de-

veloped in a detailed study, parts of which
have already been leaked presumably.

PuNjAB TENSION

APPEALING FOR COMMUNAL amity in
Punjab, the Prime Minister Indira Gandhion
Tuesday expressed her anguish at attempts
to exploit religion for political ends.
Describing the Akali Dal charge that a clash
of two personalities in the state Congress (I)
was responsible for the present tension as
absolutely wrong, the Prime Minister told a
news conference that the need of the hour
was to create a congenial atmosphere. The
clash of personalities was an apparent refer-

New Delhi

ence to reported differences between the
Union Home Minister, Zail Singh, and the
State Chief Minister, Darbara Singh, some-
thing the Prime Minister denied vehemently.

GROMYKO’S CHARGES

SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTER, Andrei
Gromyko, has accused “certain quarters in
Western countries” of interfering in Poland’s
internal affairs and trying to loosen its social-
ist foundations. But he told the UN General
Assembly in a speech that these attempts
will be futile. He also lashed out at what he
termed hostile, criminal intrigues by the
United States against Cuba.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Undoubtedly, the shrinking of civic space is a major concern in Bangladesh
right now. Freedom of expression and opinion is under severe threat as people’s
voices are being suppressed using repressive laws such as the DSA.”

—THEDAILY STAR

The perfect coalition for America

The Quad fits the Biden administration’s inclination towards flexible multilateralism, is consistent with
the US president’s desire to see democracies deliver and provides a solution to the China problem

'1.

o L1
TANVI MADAN

ON FRIDAY, THE leaders of Australia, India,
Japan, and the United States will meet for the
first-ever in-person Quadrilateral (“Quad”)
summit. A year ago, such a gathering would
have been difficult to envision. Until January
2021, Delhi and Tokyo would not even use
the word “Quad” in their statements. More
significantly, with elections looming in the
US, the fate of the Quad was unclear. The
Trump administration had helped revive it
in 2017, but the Joe Biden campaign had
shown little interest in the Quad. Rather than
take an Anything-But-Trump attitude, how-
ever, President Biden has not just embraced
this coalition, but doubled down on it.

So, what explains the Biden administra-
tion persisting with the Quad, and even ele-
vating it from the ministerial to the leader
level? Utility trumped politics. The coalition
fits with the president’s desire to see democ-
racies try to deliver, and the administration’s
broader foreign policy approach emphasis-
ing alliances and partnerships — and it helps
provide a solution to its China problem.

Biden’s embrace of the Quad came early
in the administration. Within a month of tak-
ing office, the administration hosted a min-
isterial, and then, a month later, a virtual
Quad leaders’ summit. This was consistent
with the administration’s desire to shore up
alliances and partnerships, in part to build a
“position of strength” from which to ap-
proach competitors such as China. As the first
multilateral leaders’ meeting that Biden
hosted, the Quad summit also reflected —
and stemmed from — the administration’s
intention to focus on the Indo-Pacific region.
In addition, it helped signal that the admin-
istration would follow not a China-first ap-
proach, but an Indo-Pacific or Asia-first ap-
proach from which the China policy would
flow. Moreover, like the Trump administra-
tion, Biden officials envisioned a significant
role for non-ally India in their strategy for the
region — and the Quad provided a way to
work with India beyond bilateral platforms.

The Quad also fits with the administra-
tion’s adoption of flexible multilateralism.
This flows from a recognition that bilat-
eral alliances and partnerships, as well as
regional and international organisations
are necessary but insufficient mechanisms
to deal with today’s challenges. This is
where coalitions come in, bringing to-
gether allies and partners aligned on cer-
tain issues or interests.

In the Indo-Pacific, a crucial interest for
the Biden administration is maintaining a
rules-based order, one that is being chal-
lenged by an assertive China. America’s hub-
and-spoke alliance system is critical; ASEAN
is important. But they are not enough, and
an Asian NATO isimpossible. Enter the Quad,
which brings together countries that meet
the three requirements of ideal coalition
membership: They are relevant, resourceful,
and ready to work together to tackle the chal-
lenges in the Indo-Pacific.

And make no mistake, for the Biden ad-

ministration (and the other members), this
challenge is significantly about China. The
Quad leaders don’t mention the C word ex-
plicitly in their statements. Yet that country’s
assertiveness in recent years is what has
made the Quad both necessary and possible.
Necessary because the challenges China has
generated in the Indo-Pacific are acute and
cannot be tackled alone. And possible be-
cause Beijing's assertiveness — particularly
vis-a-vis the Quad members themselves —
has created the market for collaboration be-
tween these like-minded states who share
concerns about Beijing’s behaviour. This be-
haviour has also helped strengthen the four
countries’ bilateral and trilateral ties on
which the Quad is built. And intensifying
competition with China has contributed to
the Biden administration overcoming any
reluctance it might have had to embracing
the Quad.

Nonetheless, the Biden administration
and the other three governments have re-
framed the conversation around the Quad
away from the Trump administration’s more
explicit China framing. They have high-
lighted the Quad’s origins in the four coun-
tries’ collective response to the 2004 Indian
Ocean tsunami, which led to the short-lived
Quad 1.0in 2007. And the first major collab-
orative initiative of Quad 2.0 involves pro-
viding 1 billion Covid vaccine doses in the
Indo-Pacific by 2022.

The first helps highlight the Quad’s re-
gional and organic origins. The second con-
veys a message that is more welcome in

In the Indo-Pacific, a crucial
interest for the Biden
administration is
maintaining a rules-based
order, one that is being
challenged by an assertive
China. America’s hub and
spoke alliance system is
critical; ASEAN is
important. But they are not
enough, and an Asian NATO
is impossible. Enter the
Quad, which brings together
countries that meet the three
requirements of ideal
coalition membership: They
are relevant, resourceful, and
ready to work together to
tackle the challenges in the
Indo-Pacific.
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Asia — that the grouping is not against
something (that is China) but for something
(offering solutions to regional problems and
preserving a rules-based order). And both
help counter Chinese talking points that ei-
ther dismiss the Quad as useless or accuse
it of being a US-imposed, exclusive, anti-
China security alliance that will destabilise
the region.

That’s not to say the Quad in the Biden
era lacks a security dimension. The four
navies and their special forces are indeed in
the middle of conducting a military exercise.
And the agenda at the summit will likely in-
clude a discussion on the state of the China
challenge, maritime security cooperation,
and critical and emerging technology collab-
oration. But it will also include combating
Covid and climate change, enhancing re-
gional connectivity, and fuelling innovation.
It’s not that the countries won’t discuss
building a balancing coalition in the region
privately, but, publicly, they’re more likely to
talk about building resilience in the region.

Given the month he’s had with the fall-
out from the Afghanistan withdrawal and
the AUKUS rollout, President Biden will also
want to emphasise America’s resilience —
and that reports of its decline are greatly
exaggerated. And his Quad partners have
traveled from afar to convey their belief —
or at least their hope — that, that is indeed
the case.

The writer is director of the India Project at
the Brookings Institution in Washington DC
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Citizens without a country

Judiciary must re-examine how it has viewed citizenship question in Assam

AMAN WADUD

EARLIER THIS month, a division bench of the
Gauhati High Court stated in an order: “...
citizenship, being an important right of a
person, ordinarily, should be decided based
on merit by considering the material evi-
dences that may be adduced by the person
concerned and not by way of default as hap-
pened in the present case.” The court was
hearing the case of Asor Uddin, who was de-
clared to be a “foreigner” by a Foreigners
Tribunal through an ex parte order — in ab-
sentia. Ordinarily, this should not be big
news — citizenship is indeed an important
right, in fact, the most important right be-
cause itis the right to have other rights. But
that’s not how the pillars of Indian democ-
racy have treated citizenship. In Assam, any
person, including decorated army officers,
can be accused of being a “non-citizen”.
Hence, this observation feels like a breath of
fresh air.

The Ministry of Home Affairs revealed in
Parliament that from 1985 to February 28,
2019, 63,959 people have been declared
“foreigners” through ex parte orders by the
Foreigners Tribunal in Assam — 62 per cent
of the total people declared as “foreigners”
in the state.

In a criminal case, however serious the
charges might be, the trial doesn’t proceed
without hearing the accused. But a person
can be stripped of his citizenship in absen-
tia — courtesy, the draconian pre-constitu-
tional Foreigners Act of 1946.If a person sent
notice by the tribunal fails to appear before

it to prove their citizenship, he is declared a
“foreigner’ through an ex parte order. The
failure to appear could be driven by several
factors — most commonly not receiving the
notice, failure to afford legal representation
and late issuance of a copy of documents by
the executive.

The Foreigners Act’s roots lie in the
Foreigners Ordinance, which was promul-
gated in 1939 to meet the emergency cre-
ated by the Second World War. The
Foreigners Act, 1940, replaced the ordi-
nance — this was wartime legislation.
Section 7 of the 1940 Act vested the burden
of proof upon the foreigner. The Foreigners
Act, 1946, repealed the 1940 Act. The bur-
den of proof remained the same. Thus, a
legislation which took birth during the
Second World War is now being applied to
vulnerable citizens — mostly poor farmers,
daily wagers, destitute women, and wid-
ows. Moinal Mollah and Jabbar Ali were also
declared “foreigners” through ex parte or-
ders. Mollah spent almost three years in de-
tention before getting released, he is now
an Indian citizen. Jabbar died in detention as
a “foreigner”.

The Foreigners Act was never meant to
deal with persons who are considered citi-
zens atone point in time. Section 2(a) of the
1946 Act defines “foreigner” as a person who
isnotacitizen of India. But almost every per-
son tried by the foreigners’ tribunals in
Assam was an Indian citizen, before being
accused of being an “illegal migrant” and

“doubtful voter or D-voter” by the Assam
Border Police and the Election Commission
respectively. Both these exercises violate the
fundamental right to a fair investigation.

The “burden of proof” has been validated
by the Supreme Court in the Sarbananda
Sonowal case. Sonowal challenged the Illegal
Migration (Determination by Tribunals) Act,
1983, (henceforth IMDT), before the SC.
IMDT emphasised procedural fairness, it had
an appellate platform to ensure a fair trial,
unlike the Foreigners Act, and the burden of
proof was on the state. But the apex court
found these procedures “extremely difficult,
cumbersome and time-consuming” and
held IMDT unconstitutional.

There is no end to where subsequent
events proved Sonowal wrong. K K
Venugopal argued for the state of Assam in
favour of IMDT stating that as mandated in
Article 21, no person shall be deprived of
his life or personal liberty except accord-
ing to procedure established by law and
that there has to be a fair procedure for ex-
pulsion of foreigners. The Bench rejected
this argument by stating that, “This princi-
ple can have no application here for the ob-
vious reason that in the matter of identifi-
cation of a foreigner and his deportation,
he is not being deprived of his life or per-
sonal liberty.” This is despite the fact that
the Foreigners Act has provisions for de-
tention and restriction of movements.
Assam started detaining “declared foreign-
ers” since 2010 to deport to the “country of

origin” but the failure to deport created a
situation of indefinite detention.

The SC on multiple occasions in the
Sonowal judgment has stated that there are
“millions of illegal Bangladeshi nationals in
Assam”. The court came to this conclusion
largely based on a 1998 report by former
Assam Governor S K Sinha. The report was
not based on any scientific and empirical
data, but was apparently prepared after in-
spection of border areas and districts, dis-
cussion with the Indian Ambassador in
Bangladesh, and talks with political leaders
— yes, political leaders. The judgment ex-
tensively quotes from the report, including
the prediction that the demand for a merger
of the Muslim-dominated districts of Assam
with Bangladesh is just a matter of time —
after 23 years of the Sinha report, that time
is yet to come.

Asearchin the legal database Manupatra
shows that the Sonowal judgment has been
quoted 212 times by high courts across the
country and seven times by the Supreme
Court: Sonowal has become the jurispru-
dence of citizenship. If citizenship is an im-
portantright, as rightly stated by the Gauhati
High Court, the Sonowal judgment should
cease to be the touchstone to adjudicate cit-
izenship cases.

The writer is advocate, Gauhati High Court,
co-founder, Justice and Liberty Initiative and
Fulbright Fellow at the University of Texas
School of Law

Reading Golwalkar
and Savarkar

Asyllabus has an educational objective. Censoring
itunder any pretext is unacceptable

APOORVANAND

KKANNUR UNIVERSITY has reportedly de-
cided to drop the writings of V D Savarkar
and M S Golwalkar from its master of arts
course on Governance and Politics. The uni-
versity had included portions from
Golwalkar’s books, including Bunch of
Thoughts, and Savarkar’s Hindutva: Who is
aHindu? in the syllabus of PG Governance
and Politics. This course is taught only in
Brennen College, under Kannur University,
so the syllabus was prepared by the faculty
of the Brennan College, which is how it
should be.

After opposition by the student wing of
the Congress and the [UML, the CPM’s stu-
dent wing SFI, which was earlier silent on
theissue, found the readings unacceptable.
The student outfits of the opposition par-
ties agitated, alleging that the university
was saffronising the syllabus by including
these two ideologues of Hindutva.

The state government led by the CPM
sought an explanation from the university.
Vice-Chancellor Gopinath Ravindran re-
jected the charges, saying: “The saffronisa-
tion allegation is completely baseless. If you
raise such allegations against Kannur
University, you can raise similar charges
against Jawaharlal Nehru University in New
Delhi also. V D Savarkar is included in the
syllabus of JNU also.”

This is not a very sound argument. JNU
cannot be abenchmark for all academic de-
cisions. They should stand on their own
merit. The VC was right to an extent when
he said that the syllabus should have rep-
resentation from all ideologies to allow stu-
dents to study them critically with a com-
parative mind.

But a syllabus cannot fight politics.
So, the VC had to form an external ex-
pert committee, which has apparently
suggested that it be removed from the
third semester.

This controversy reminded me of an
unrelated incident. Approximately 15
years ago, when the UPA was in power
and DU was looking for a new VC, |
bumped into a leader of a communist
party. She informed me that she had man-
aged to stop a problematic academic from
being considered for the post. How can a
scholar who had made Savarkar part of
the syllabus be allowed to head DU, she
asked. I was dumbstruck. That having
Savarkar in the PG course of political sci-
ence would pollute the minds of the stu-
dents was an absurd idea.

Hindutva is a political reality of our
times and we need to understand how it
works intellectually. Savarkar and
Golwalkar are the most significant propo-
nents of this ideology. Without reading
them, how can you have an idea of this
project which has overrun India and is at-
tractive to many minds?

A syllabus is not a set of propaganda
material. When we include readings of dif-
ferent kinds, we expect them to be read and

examined critically from all angles.
Obviously, you do not compromise with
some fundamental values. Genocide or
racial supremacy cannot be treated as valid
viewpoints. But we do need to understand
how genocidal ideas turn into common
sense. For that, we would need to study
those who successfully drove their masses
towards such an ideology. How do you un-
derstand fascism if you do not read
Mussolini or Mein Kampf?

But we fight our syllabus battles in a
very unacademic manner. It remai