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CROSSWORD 4539

1 F

ACROSS DOWN
1 Freshscriptissue(5) 2 Uncle perhaps? That would be
8 Prime minister? (8) telling (8)
9 Sounds much todistribute 3 Bobsaves the traveller’s time
(5) (53)
10 Hedoesn’'t know what to 4 T-junction muddle
believe (8) (6)
11 Situationreport(5) 5 Beingafoolldoitwrongly
12 The French held eastern piece (5)
ofland (3) 6 Oneobjectof alliance (5)
16 Content of a book 7 Fire about fifty for being lax

(6) (5)
17 Australian city chap’s name 12 Allow forrent (3)

(6) 13 Clasped at the heart - by
18 Arunner making little impact Cleopatra? (3)
3) 14 Avisionary transaction is
23 Where to find fatherin the included init(8)
beginning of the year 15 It may be cultivated for
(5) example in a rum cocktail (8)

24 Open clash that reveals the
strength of one’s hand (8)
25 Stiff clothesI'd put on (5)

19 AVIPtoo(2,4)
20 Heleads ustoher(5)
21 Audience has half an hour to

26 It changes later - yes, towards spend (5)
the sunrise (8) 22 I'dacted asa guide yet didn’'t
27 Distinguish hallmark (5) do any work(5)

Solutions Crossword 4538: Across: 1 Astonished, 6 Rubs, 10 Moral, 11 Not at home,
12 Asuncion, 13 Cited, 15 Ironing, 17 Shampoo, 19 Caddies, 21 Egotist, 22 Notch, 24
Niceties, 27 Unprinted, 28 Rainy, 29 Tide, 30 Wristwatch. Down: 1 Acme, 2
Threshold, 3 Nylon, 4 Sinking, 5 Extends, 7 U-boat, 8 Speedboats, 9 Staccato, 14
Misconduct, 16 Irishjig, 18 Price list, 20 Senator, 21 Encodes, 23 Toped, 25

Throw, 26 Myth.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

Musicis___in the gloomy night of life. - Jean Paul (9)
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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Difficulty Level (5s)

Instructions
Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, E ?

everydigitfrom1to9
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in

s

each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes. ri
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Difficulty Level
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy; g 5
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; o
5s=VeryHard; 6s= 3 4
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SOLUTION SUDOKU 4599

DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sept 24 - Oct 23)

The fascinating You'll only be as busy
relationship asyouwant tobe, so
between Mars and arrange your

Uranus may yet schedule to suit your

needs rather than those of
friends and associates. There is
every sign that decisions taken
now will work out as planned,
but only if you're sensitive about

prove to mark a turning pointin
your domestic and family
affairs. The way forward at
home is through hard work. In
professional matters, the key to

success lies in adopting a putting them into practice.
radically different approach.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) The accentison
Financial news could domestic
be optimistic, and it improvements, if
may be useful to only at the planning
teamup witha stage. There’s much to be said

partner inalong-planned
enterprise. The most important
pressures in your chart are
social, so you'll mix business
with pleasure and cultivate
useful contacts. Oh, and give
aloved one the benefit of

for taking a radical approach,
even though this may not be
well received by your more
cautious relatives. The other
factor you have to bear in mind
is that children and younger
relations require still more of

the doubt. your time.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
Interesting news If travel is on the
may setyouona horizon, please get
new course of action, arrangements tidied
and you will feel a up as soonas

sense of urgency. Use your possible. Recent conditions may

imagination and follow have been a little stressful,

hunches, especially if any short
journeys are planned. In
matters of the heart you're
hoping for the best, but you

although by now you should
have got the hang of your new
responsibilities and duties. You
will have implemented all

could be too pushy. necessary changes by the
beginning of next week.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
The current CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
planetary patterns Career-wise, you're
seem to be definitely infor abusy time
beneficial, even although your
though you may come close to attention may be

drawn more and more towards
emotional complications and
personal relationships. You
must ask yourself what it is
exactly that you want froma

despairing of a particular
person. Bear in mind that other
people are just incapable of
committing themselves at the
moment and wait until the time

isright. certain person and then work
out how you can get it.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
There’salot of AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
energy around, and Lively conditions
there’s noreason continue, although
why you shouldn’t there’s no reason to

achieve your aims. If you're in joininwith co-

the property market, a little operative activities if you've

lateral or creative thinking something better to do.

should help cut through
entrenched problems. And a
word of advice, don’t feel

Disagreements will be made up
with just alittle effort and
attention in the right quarters.

rushed into making Throwing money at problems

practical choices. may also help.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sept 23) PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
This is unlikely to be Catchuponall
arestful day. The routine chores and
planets are putting youmightachieve
pressure on more thanyou

everyone, although from your
point of view this is all very
positive. Try socialising with
colleagues you'd normally
ignore. You might even
consider welcoming rivals into
your closest circle.

intended. You may even get
ahead of yourself, in which case
you'll be thankful for your
foresight when pressures build
up, possibly before the end of the
week. And a word of warning,
don’t take partners for granted.

UJVN LIMITED
H.0.: “UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-2480086,
Tel.: 0135-2763808, Fax- 0135- 2763508,
CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website: www.ujvnl.com
UHid . 686 Corrigendum fastie 18.09.2021
NIT No.-NCB/13/EE(CivilYUJVNL/Pashulok Barrage/2021-22.
Name of Work:- Protection & Refurbishment work from spillway glacis
to end sill of gate no. 5 to 15 of Pashulok Barrage, Rishikesh.
Revised bid document of the above Tender has been uploaded on the
e-Procurement portal https://uktenders.gov.in
Other Terms & Condition will remain same.
Full & Further Details of tender can be seen from the e-procurement portal.

‘Avoid wasteful use of Electricity” Executive Engineer (Civil)

The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd.

(A Govt. of Kerala Undertaking)
(An IS0 9001, 1O 14001 & OHSAS 18001 & SA 8000 Certified Company) Em
Furdl_ @ Sankaramangalam, Chavara-691 583, Kollam, Kerala, India ﬂm iy
Phone: 91476-2686722 to 733 (12 Lines), CINUTE09KL

ikt e

Classifieds

PERSONAL

Fax: 91-476-2680101. E-mail: contact@kmml.com, URL: www.kmml.com
TENDER NOTICE
Competitive Tenders are invited for following. For more details please visit the
E-Tendering Portal https://etenders.kerala.gov.in or www.kmml.com

No. Tender ID Items

1 |2021_KMML_439884_1 | Forthe supply of Flow Calibration Test Bench Facility

NMDC Limited

(A Government of India Enterprise)

'Khanij Bhavan', 10-3-311/A, Castle Hills, Masab Tank, Hyderabad - 500028
Corporate Identity Number (CIN) - L13100TG1958G01001674

CONTRACTS DEPARTMENT

E-Tender Notification
Tender Enquiry No: HO(Contracts)/Engg/KDL/Res Towers/2020/ 233 Dt. 20.09.2021
MSTC Ref. No.: NMDC/HO/56/20-21/ET/247
NMDC Limited, A"NAVARATNA" Public Sector Company under Ministry of Steel, Govt. of
India, invites online bids from prospective bidders for the work of "Construction of
Residential Towers at BIOM, Kirandul Complex, Dantewada District, Chhattisgarh".
The detailed NIT and Bid documents can be viewed and /or downloaded from 20.09.2021-
t021.10.2021 from following website links;
1. NMDC website - https://tenders.nmdc.co.in/nmdctender/
2. Central Public Procurement portal - https://www.eprocure.gov.in/epublish/app and
search tender through tender enquiry number
3. MSTC portal - https:/lwww.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/nmdc/buyer_login.jsp
Forfurther help referto 'vendor guide' givenin MSTC website.
The bidders are requested to submit their bids online through MSTC Limited website. The
details of submission of bid through online are given in NIT. The Bidders on regular basis
are required to visit the NMDC's website/CPP Portal/ MSTC website for corrigendum, if
any, atafuture date.
Forfurther clarification, the following can be contacted -
General Manager (Contracts), NMDC Limited, Hyderabad, Fax no. +91-040-23534746, Tel
No. +91-040-2353 2800, email: contracts@nmdc.co.in - General Manager (Contracts)
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2 2021_KMML_439949_1 | Forthe supply of Inconnel Pipe

Chavara Sd/- DGM (Mtls)
18.09.2021 For The Kerala Minerals And Metals Ltd.

Our Products: Titanium Dioxide, Titanium Tetra Chloride, Nano Titanium, Titanium Sponge, Rutile, Zircon & Sillimanite

UJVN Limited
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Exocutive Engineer (MAG]

ANOID WARSTEFLAL IRSE OF ELECTRICITY®

W/ Registered Office: IFCI Tower, 61 Nehru Place
\vél FCI New Delhi-110 019 /é‘f’
. W;IMITED Tel: 011-41732000/41792800 ar
N s Website: www.ifciltd.com ;
ety CIN: L7489DL1993GOI0S3677 STt Helea

SUGARFED PUNJAB

Tho Punjah State Federation of Cooperative Sugar Mills Lid.
Plol Mo 53, Phase-ll {Opposile Bages Cinamal, 545 Magar (Mahali)

E-TENDER NOTICE

APPENDIX-IIA& IV A
[See proviso to rule 6(2) & 8(6)]

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF MOVABLE & IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Movable & Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provisos
torule 6(2) as well as 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower/Mortgagor and
Guarantor(s) that the below described movable as well as immovable properties hypothecated/
mortgagedicharged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive possession of which has been taken by
the Authorised Officer of IFCILtd. (Secured Creditor), will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”,
and “Whatever there is” on 25/10/2021, for recovery of Rs.787,10,42,568.58 detailed as under:-

S.N | Name of Institution | Outstanding dues
1. IFCI Ltd. Rs.250,39,11,314/- ason 14.07.2012 together with further interest with

effectfrom 15.07.2012ill realisation.

2. IDBI Ltd. Rs.475,83,23,517/- as on 02.07.2017 together with further interest with
effectfrom 03.07.2017 till realisation.
3. IARC Ltd. Rs.60,88,07,737.58 as on 14.07.2012 together with further interest with

effectfrom 15.07.2012till realisation.

16,36410 Mos. ol High Dersly | 4384 MT urelskediive withminmun
Polyidene HOPES Palyprogsiens | 85% - B0% of Ca0 canenls, packed
(FP} Weoven Sacks for packing 50 | in palytene fned baga ol 30 e d0 ka.
KG. Bugar 13 14866:2001 |each. Ur-bumnl lime ghodd oot
(Realfirmed 2010 with lalesl jexcepd 2%, Slica axide nol mone
_emendments. hen 2%,
Cetaizanaavailzblzaonwebsile: hitpe:Mepnes panjan gov n
For peridpating in lha above ssiendering prociss, e bidders shal haee ta
pol themsekas regstered wilh Eilpeiepeoc puniab ooy i awd get user 1D
Pagsword, Class-3 Dmitsl Signature is mandstory lo perfcpate in ha
e-temlerinyg process. For any daificiliond dilicelly regending &ledening
process flay, encalmenl preaze conladd hep desk of NIC an 072.2970263,
Ci72-2370284, MBTTIRE5E [Mr. Sila RarmhaC), 0172-5051471.

Ed’ Wanaging Dirncior

due to IFCI Ltd., IDBI Bank Ltd. and IARC Ltd. (Secured Creditors) from Himachal Advanced Circuits Ltd.
(In Liq.) (Borrower/Mortgagor/Hypothecator) and Sh. Kuldeep Singh Minhas, Sh. Kanwaljit Singh, Sh.
Avtar Singh, Sh. Kulbir Singh & Sh. Gurmohan Singh Minhas (Guarantor(s). The details of Reserve price
along with EMD is as under:-

1 THE BRAITHWAITE BURN AND JESSOP
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LIMITED

(A Government of India Enterprise)
Regd. Off.: 27, Rajendra Nath Mukherjee Road, Kolkata - 700 001
Phone No. (033) 2248-5841-44
E-mail : info.bbjconst@bbjconst.com; Website: www.bbjconst.com

KOLKATA

Lot No.| Details of property Reserve Price EMD @10%
1. Land & Building Rs.04,93,57,205/- Rs.49,35,702.5
2. Plant & Machinery Rs.05,95,000/- Rs.59,500/-
3. Composite (1+2) Rs.04,99,52,205/- Rs.49,95,202.5

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Description of the Movable & Immovable Property

e-Bids are invited, UNDER TWO-BID SYSTEM, from reputed Agency for
Design, Supplying, Manufacturing, Inspection, Painting and Transportation of
Spherical Bearings (Fixed, Free, Trans Guided & Long Guided) with Special
Sliding Material for 76.2M Span for Allahabad Project.

Movable The whole of the movable property of the Borrower including its movable plant and
machinery, machinery spares, tools and accessories and other movables lying at Village
Baddi, Tehsil Nalagarh, District Solan in the shape of scrap on As is where is, As is what is,
and Whatever there is. (No separate list).

Immovable | All those pieces and parcels of land or ground admeasuring 10,109 Sq. Mts. situated in

Village Baddi, Tehsil Nalagarh, District Solan in the state of Himachal Pradesh together with
all buildings and structures constructed/erected thereon and all plant and machinery
attached to the earth or permanently fastened to anything attached to the earth, fixtures and
fittings erected/ installed thereon and every part thereon.

Bid No.: GEM/2021/B/1530075 Dated 18/09/2021; EMD: Rs. 5,00,000/-;
Cost of Tender Papers (non-refundable): Rs. 2,500/-

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in IFCI Ltd.'s (Secured
Creditor’s) website i.e. www.ifciltd.com
Date:20.09.2021

Place: New Delhi

Authorised Officer
(IFCI Limited)

Tender documents may be downloaded from https://gem.gov.in and/or
www.bbjconst.com (Bid ID: GEM/2021/B/1530075), e-Bids (Two-Cover System)
can be uploaded in GeM Portal up to 13:00 hrs. on or before 09/10/2021 and
the opening of e-Bids (Technical) will be on 09/10/2021 at 13:30 hrs.
“Corrigendum”, if any, would appear only on the BBJ’s website & GeM portal

and not be published in any newspaper.

l,Ravinder Singh S/o Late Tarif
Singh Dahiya R/o0 A-29
Meenakshi Puram Mawana
Road Meerut-250001 have
changed my name to Ravinder
Singh Dahiya for all purposes.
0040585013-1

I,Mohammad Afzal S/o Mohd
Furkan R/0 E-416 Jahangir Puri
N.S.Mandi Delhi have changed
my name as Md Afjal
permanently.  0040585059-1

l,Leela Archna Kachhap,D/o-
Late Shri.Hazel
Tirkey,Employedin
IB,MHA,Govt.of
India,Currently residing at B-
200,Nanakpura,South Moti
Bagh,New Delhi-110021,have
changed my,name as Leela
Archana Kachhap and shall
thereafter be known as Leela
ArchanaKachhap.
0040585065-11

1, Sonia Singh W/o Shishir
Ramsay R/0 G-93,Jalvayu
Vihar,Sector 25,NOIDA-
201301,have changed my
name to Sonia Ramsay.

0050184365-1

1, Sohani Solanki W/o: Shyam
Solanki R/o: Vill Hoshiyarpur,
Sector 51, GB Nagar, Noida, UP-
201301 have changed my name
to Shivani Solankiand DOB to
15/06/1975 instead of
05/06/1978 for all purposes.

0040585056-1

I, Shivam Parwani S/o Harish
ParwaniR/0 J-1/235, DDA Flats,
Kalkaji, New Delhi-110019 have
changed my name from
Shivam Parwani to Shivam
Manju for all future purposes.

0040585008-1

I, Ravinder Pal Singh Chopra
S/0 Sh. Rajinder Singh Chopra
R/0 KP-27, Pitampura, Delhi-
110034, have changed my
daughter’s name from Manya
ChopratoManya Kaur Chopra
for all future purposes.

0040585007-1

I Pallavi Talwar W/0 Anuj Verma
R/0L9&16 Lajpat Nagar-2 have
changed my name to Pallavi
Verma. 0050184364-1

I Kamlesh Kumar Hiranandani
S/o Late Sh.Hariram
Hiranandani R/0 5/56-57 Old
Rajinder Nagar New Delhi
110060 have changed my name
to Kamlesh Hiranandanifor all
purposes 0040585004-1

| Anindita Chattopadhyay W/0O,
Bryce Duncan R/0 2415 Ardee
Lane South San Francisco CA
94080 USA, after my marriage
have changed my nameto
Anindita Chattopadhyay
Duncan for all purposes

0040585000-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to general public that my
client Smt. Praveen Talwar W/o Late
Sh. Inder Talwar R/o 27/55, FF, old
Rajender Nagar, Delhi-110060 do
hereby disown/debar her son Sh.
Manish Talwar (elder son), his wife
Smt. Rinkle Talwar and their
grandson Master Madav Talwar all
R/o 27/55, GF, old Rajender Nagar,
Delhi-110060 from their moveable
and immovable properties and
severe all their relations with them
due to uncivilized behaviour and ill-
treatment given by them. It is further
inform that above said Sh. Manish
Talwar (elder son), his wife Smt.
Rinkle Talwar and their grandson
Master Madav Talwar have residing
separately from my clients with their
belongings and valuable articles with
theirown will and wish on.
Any body dealing with them will do at
his own cost and risks and my clients
shall not be responsible in any
manner and they will be doing at their
own costand risks.
JITENDRA PANCHARIA
(Advocate) Delhi High Court
Ch.No. 330, Western Wing, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

CORRIGENDUM
Corrigendum Notice No. W.584/E-Tendering/
91-97/2021-22, Dhanbad, Date: 16.09.2021

Itis further to notify that in E-Tender No.-
92-DHN-2021-22 dt. 13.09.2021.
Completion period of work should be
read as 24 (Twenty four) Months instead
of 08 (Eight) Months.
All other terms and conditions of Tender
Notice No. 92-DHN-2021-22 dt.
13.09.2021, will remains same, un-altered
and unchanged.

For Divisional Railway Manager (Engineering),

East Central Railway/Dhanbad

PR/0827/DHN/ENGGIC/21-22/40

TELANGANA STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES
CORPORATION LIMITED

(A State Govt. undertaking)
Regd. Office : “B” Block, #6-3-655/1/A, Civil Supplies Bhavan, Somajiguda, Hyderabad - 500 082. Telangana
e - Procurement Notice
Lr. No.: MKTG/M2/0OSB/KMS/2021-22 Dt. 18.09.2021
Tenders for supply of serviceable old 50kg gunnies to be delivered at various
buffer godowns/MLS Points/PPCs of TSCSCL in the Districts of Telangana State
for Packaging of Paddy during KMS 2021-22 are being being called for through
Govt.of Telangana e-procurement platform. Prebid meeting will be held on
25.09.2021. Tenders will be opened for Technical Scrutiny on 30.09.2021 from
12.00 p.m. onwards and RFP can be downloaded from https:/
eprocurement.telangana.gov.in & www.tscscl.telangana.gov.in. Contact details
17995050702, 7995050754 & +9140-33762222,23. Sd/- Vice Chairman &

Managing Director
STATE ELECTION COMMISSION
W.T., CHANDIGARH

First Floor, Mow Dotuxe Ewliding, Soctor 47-E, Chandlgarh
Tel=phone Mo.: 0172-50251 08, 5003206
E-mail |D; sacchandigarhdig

SHORT TERM E-TEMDER MOTICE
The Stafe Eleslion Commigsion, W.T, Chandigarh rivias Short
Tarm E-Temders for Prowiding LTVE, Videsoraphy [ Slill
Phalegraply ¢ Webaasling erd Tenlage Services, Tendens can bea
drarioacked freen https:fietenders . chd.nicin =% I

OFFICER OMN SPECIAL DUTY
Skale Elncton Commission, U.T, Grandigarh

“IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an

"50Y

advertisement in any manner whatsoever.
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SWEARING-INAT 11 AMTODAY

On day of drama, Congress picks Dalit face
Charanijit Sin

At the end of several meetings in

Delhi, Chandigarh,

Chamkaur Sahib

MLA edges out Sidhu, Randhawa

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 19

CHARANJIT SINGH Channi will
be the first Dalit chief minister of
Punjab after he was nominated
leader of the Congress legislature
party (CLP) on Sunday evening.

Fifty-eight-year-old Channi,
the MLA from Chamkaur Sahib
and the state’s technical educa-
tion minister, will replace
Captain Amarinder Singh, who
stepped down as chief minister
on Saturday.

Channi was among the lead-
ers who had rebelled against
Amarinder.

After meeting Governor
Banwarilal Purohit to stake claim
to form the government, Channi
told reporters that he would be
sworninat 11 am on Monday.

Channi, who has been vocal
inraising the issues of Dalits, was
CLP leader and Leader of
Oppositionin 2015-16 when the
previous SAD-BJP government
was in power.

He s considered close toRahul
Gandhi, and is learned to have
been picked by the party high
command after Punjab Congress
chief Navjot Singh Sidhuand Dera
Baba Nanak MLA Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa opposed the
move to make a Hindu leader,
Sunil Jakhar, chief minister.

Channi’s name was an-
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EXPLAINED

FIVEREASONS WHY
CONG CHOSE CHANNI
PAGETI

nounced as the two Jat Sikh lead-
ers jockeyed for the post. The
choice remained uncertain until
well into the evening as the
Congress weighed its options be-
tween a Hindu and a Sikh.
A CLP meeting convened at
11 am was deferred, and
Congress general secretary in
charge of Punjab Harish Rawat
and the party’s two central ob-
servers, Ajay Maken and Harish
Chaudhary, held parleys with
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

h Chanm as new Punjab CM

Charanjit Singh Channi, PCC chief Navjot Singh Sidhu and other Congress leaders outside Raj Bhavan Sunday. Kamleshwar Singh

Lawyer, MBA, fighter for Dalit
rights rebelled against Captain

MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 19

LAWYER, MANAGEMENT grad-
uate, a strong voice for Dalits —
Charanjit Singh Channi is a man
of many parts.

Channi, who started out as a
student leader, has risen through

From nowhere to top of the list:
How Channi choice was made

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

CHARANJIT SINGH Channi, who
will be the next Chief Minister of
Punjab, was neither the Congress
high command’s first choice nor
the unanimous choice of the
Congress Legislature Party. His el-
evation, as the state’s first Dalit
CM, capped a day of hectic and
desperate lobbying by several
senior leaders with an unusual
Sikh versus Hindu CM narrative
thrown into the mix.

After the decision was taken,

Senior Congress leaders
after the meeting at Rahul
Gandhi’s residence in Delhi
on Sunday. Prem Nath Pandey

however, several leaders told The
Indian Express that the appoint-
ment of a Dalit in a state with

nearly 32 per cent Dalit popula-
tion was a “sound political deci-
sion” -- given that all opposition
parties have been wooing the
community. While the Akali Dal
has tied up with BSP and prom-
ised to make a Dalit the Deputy
CM, AAP is banking heavily on
this votebank. The BJP had also
spoken about making a Dalit the
Chief Minister if voted to power.
“Itisamessage that while all
other parties are announcing
that Dalits would be given im-
portant positions if they form the
government in 2022, we have
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

the ranks to be Punjab’s chief
minister designate, and believes
his strength lies in his connect
with the masses.

Long before the revolt against
Captain Amarinder Singh began
to brew among Congress MLAs,
Channi, who hails from the
Ramdasia community, had been
seeking a greater representation
of Dalits in the Cabinet, given

their large numbersin the party.
After the revolt against
Amarinder gathered momen-
tum this April, Channi became
an active participant. Last fort-
night, he was among the four
ministers who went to meet the
Congress’s Punjab in-charge
Harish Rawat in Dehradun. But
unlike the others, he chose to be
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

(CM) Sikh hona ya
Hindu hona secondary
hai: Akal Takht jathedar

VANDITAMISHRA
TALWANDISABO, SEPT 19

BEFORE THE Congress put an
end to the suspense and an-
nounced the name of Charanjit
Singh Channi as the next Chief
Minister of Punjab Sunday, giv-
ing the state its first Dalit CM, it
wias said to have played with the
possibility of another first.
There was speculation about
Punjab getting a Hindu CM for
the first time after it was created

Giani Harpreet Singh opens
a space. Vandita Mishra

as a Sikh-majority state in 1966.
That was not to be.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

Punjab tremors
in Rajasthan,
Gehlot OSD

quits over tweet

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, SEPTEMBER 19

THE PUNJAB political crisis had
animpact on the Rajasthan gov-
ernment, with Lokesh Sharma —
the Officer on Special Duty (OSD)
to Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot — tendering his
resignation over a tweet that was
seen as questioning the party
high command’s decision to re-
place Amarinder Singh.

On Saturday, hours after
Singh’s resignation, Sharma had
tweeted: "Mazboot ko majboor,
mamuli ko maghroor kiya
jaye...badh hi khet ko khaye, us
fasal ko kaun bachaye!! (The
strong are being made to feel
helpless, the ordinary are en-
couraged to feel arrogant... Who
cansave the crop when the fence
itself destroys the field)?"

As some Twitter users inter-
preted Sharma’s tweet as ques-
tioning the decision of the
Congress high command in
Punjab, Sharma sent his resigna-
tion letter to Chief Minister
Gehlot late on Saturday, writing,
"My tweet from today is being

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

Extortion case: Tihar probe

finds officials helped conman
block CCTV, 9 in the dock

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

THE TIHAR Jail administration,
after an internal probe into an
extortion racket allegedly run by
conman Sukesh Chandrasehkar
from Rohini jail, has initiated a
proposal for departmental ac-
tion against nine officials after
finding negligence on their part.

Confirming this, DG (Prisons)
Sandeep Goel told The Indian
Express, “We have already sus-

Sukesh got
favours
from jail
officials:
probe

pended six jail officials.”
Sukesh, who has been in
Tihar and Rohini jails since 2017
for his alleged involvement in
the Election Commission bribery
case, was arrested last month
from Rohini jail for allegedly
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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Amid new Afghanistan reality, Saudi
foreign minister meets Jaishankar

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

AMID A drastically altered envi-
ronment in the larger region,
with the Taliban’s takeover of
Afghanistan a month ago,
Foreign Minister of Saudi Arabia,
Prince Faisal bin Farhan al Saud,
on Sunday met External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar in New
Delhi and discussed the situation
in the country.

After the meeting, Jaishankar
said they had a “very useful ex-
change of views” on the issue of
Afghanistan, along with the Gulf

Jaishankar with his Saudi
Arabian counterpart. P

and the Indo-Pacific.

“A cordial and productive
meeting with Saudi FM HH
@Faisalbinfarhan. Discussed our

cooperationin the political, secu-
rity and socio-cultural pillars of
our strategic partnership,” the
External Affairs Minister tweeted.
Saudi Arabia, which was one
of three countries to have recog-
nised the Taliban in its previous
regime between 1996 and 2001,
has, since mid-August, been ex-
tremely calibrated about its
statements on Afghanistan.
Ten days ago, on September
9, al Saud had “stressed the
Kingdom’s support for the
Afghan people and the future
choices they make for their
country without any external
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

‘SHARP ATTITUDINAL CHANGE’
Retro tax to telecom

relief to bad bank:
Political call to bite
economy bullet

Vodafone India interest dues could
translate to government picking up
30% stake in the telecom major

PVAIDYANATHANIYER
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

FOR A GOVERNMENT led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
sensitive to charges of corporate
favouritism, acquiring substantive
shareholding in a private com-
panyisaleap of faith. Buried in the
fine print of the telecom package
was this provision that lets the
government do exactly that.

Even in the United States, in
the wake of the financial melt-
down in 2008, emergency legis-
lation was enacted to undertake
a $700-billion Troubled Assets
Relief Program or TARP to bail out
private banks and institutions. A
TARP-like move - as in the tele-
com relief package - requires
more than just conviction in
Indian economy, which like pol-
itics, is prone to binaries of a dif-
ferent kind: “pro-corporate” and
“pro-poor.”

Indeed, most economic deci-
sions taken in the last two
months - from alaw to bury ret-
rospective taxation to a govern-

‘“We are pulling
out of the worst...
Problem with
stimulus is it’s easier
to start a spending
programme than to
stop it’
TVSOMANATHAN
FINANCE SECRETARY
PAGE 12

ment guarantee for abad bank -
required a political call to be
taken at the level of the Prime

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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TALIBAN-RUN KABUL
MUNICIPALITY TO
WOMEN WORKERS:
STAY HOME

PRO-PUTIN PARTY
SET TO WIN RUSSIAN
ELECTION
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For easy access to
schemes, Govt plans

12-digit unique

ID for

farmers, database

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

THE GOVERNMENT has started
generating 12-digit unique IDs for
farmers that can be used to avail
all farm-related services under
various schemes “seamlessly”, ac-
cording to a senior official of the
Union Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare.

Vivek Aggarwal, Additional
Secretary, Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare, told The Indian
Express that a unique ID for each
farmer is part of the Govern-
ment’s initiative to create a data-
base by collating data from var-
ious schemes, such as PM-Kisan,
and linking them with land
records.

“The intent is to create a uni-
fied farmer service interface. The
unique ID will enable them to
seamlessly avail various Govern-
ment schemes and credit facili-
ties, and help the Centre and
state governments in better
planning of procurement oper-

EXPLAINED

Centre’s digital
outreach

THE PUSH for a farmers’
database is in sync with
the Government’s plan
to create the framework
for a digital ecosystem in
agriculture. Recently, it
signed MoUs with top
private companies, in-
cluding Microsoft and
Amazon, to create tech-
based solutions in the
farm sector.

ations,” Aggarwal, who heads
the Ministry’s Digital Agriculture
Division, said.
“We have started internally
generating unique farmer IDs
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 19

SHRADDHA TALEKAR remem-
bers long vacations in the “city”
at her maternal uncle’s home in
Thane. It was during one such
trip that the uncle, Vishwas
Gophan, packed her offtoa gym-
nastics summer camp. Eighteen
years on, the 27-year-old from
rain-soaked Pedali village, in
Maharashtra’s coastal Raigad
district, has made it to the India
team for next month'’s Artistic
Gymnastics World Champion-
ship in Japan.

And, for her first chance to
compete amongst the best, she

India slot, gymnast thanks her uncle & his homemade mat

thanks her supportive “Mama”
(uncle) — and the special equip-
ment he put together to pull her
through the pandemic in remote
Pedali.

During the lockdown,
Talekar wondered if it was cur-
tains on her career, after nar-
rowly missing out on India selec-
tion six times by scores as low as
0.5 points in trials since 2013.
That's when Gophan, who is an
environment activist and has
been distributing cloth bags for
free for years, fashioned a land-
ing mat out of rags, and castaway
stage curtains and flags.

“The stadium where I train
had hosted a Marathi Natya
Sammelan some time back, so

there were soft silk flags, stage
curtains hanging unused. He col-
lected all of them and stuffed
them with several layers of rags
and old cushions to stitch a
makeshift landing mat to train,”
Talekar says.

In March 2020, when the
lockdown was announced,
Talekar feared that her dream to
compete at the highest level
might remain unfulfilled. “I'd
missed out narrowly earlier,and
was very disheartened. I was 26,
and I could see my whole career
ending as competitions got can-
celled, but my family pushed me
to stay on track,” she says.

Having grown up in rural
Raigad, gymnastics wouldn’t

Shraddha Talekar trains on locally made gymnastics
apparatus at her home at Pedali village. Express

have happened, if not for the
summer camp. She was a late-
starter at the age of nine and,
though blessed with natural
agility, could not bag medals in
the junior category where most
elite gymnasts firm up their ca-
reer decisions. “My first compe-
tition in the sub-junior school
nationals was on an open
ground at Hubli in West Bengal.
It was the best sight of my life,
watching so many gymnasts
compete even though I didn’t
win a medal,” she says.
Facilities were primitive but
for Talekar that was no less than
a once-in-a-lifetime “visit to
Disneyland”, she quips. Her first
success came in 2011 with the

New Delhi

state team gold at 12th National
Games.

Trained at a state sports
school, where movements on ap-
paratus were broken down with
weekly targets, Talekar won the
Uneven Bars national gold in
2018. “I had watched so many
gymnasts leave the sport and get
married or start office jobs. The
anxiety of never making aninter-
national team used to affect my
performance in competitions
and a few times cost me selec-
tion. I'd often go back home, half
expecting to be told, ‘now,
enough’. But my parents sur-
prised me by telling me to first
fulfill my dream of going to the
World Championships, and not

bother about marriage,” she says.
Talekar grew up in a joint
family with her homemaker
mother and father, who worked
in a rice mill in the village. "My
mama (uncle) was a karate
player, so he told my mother that
my ambition had to be the
World Championship or all these
years were a waste. My brother is
atrekker and free-spirited, so he
was supportive, Plus, after Dipa
Karmakar (Commonwealth
medallistand first Indian female
gymnast to compete in the
Olympics), everything has
changed in India and how we
look at gymnastics,” she says.
But to do a Karmakar, Talekar
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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CHANDNI CHOWK’S NAME COULD HAVE COME FROM THE CANOPIES OF ITS SHOPS

Streetwise Kolkata: Historical records of the city show that Chandni Chowk is among the oldest bazaars of
thecity, integral toits busy business district.

PHOTO GALLERY

IPHONE 13: 6 FEATURES
APPLE MISSED OUT
Here are six features
that the Apple iPhone
13 series is still missing

GANESH CHATHURTHI
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Different shades of the
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How alternate realities

really work

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

How does information warfare shape our
realities? Has the problem of alternate
realities worsened now? Does fake news or
Whatsapp forwards create the problem or
only add to it? And to what extent does

fact-checking help?
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Behind choice

already done that,” a Congress
leader in Punjab said.

With Channi’s elevation, the
high command has also ensured
that state Congress president
Navjot Singh Sidhu is kept under
check while allowing him to
emerge as the party's Jat face. It
hopes that the elevation of a Dalit
leader will not be challenged by
various factions and their leaders
who were eyeing the top post.

And yet, the decision on
Channi came after every Congress
leader of some stature in Punjab
had entered the fray through the
day. Sources said Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi's initial choice was
former PPCC president Sunil
Jakhar before the Sikh versus
Hindu hurdle came up.

Sidhu was not agreeable ei-
ther to giving Jakhar the top job,
perhaps fearing that the veteran
would emerge as a new power
centre. Jakhar’s name was op-
posed strongly by veteran leader
Ambika Soni, too. Sources said she
had conveyed her objection on
Friday itselfto Congress president
Sonia Gandhi.

Asacompromise formula, the
leadership then turned to Soni
whodeclined the offer. In fact, the
79-year-old Rajya Sabha MP, an
old Gandhi family loyalist with
sharp political acumen, sprang a
surprise by going public. “I have
said no. The party's exercise (to
find a new CLP leader) is on in
Chandigarh. The general secretary
isthere. Soare the two observers.
They are talking to eachand every
MLA and seeking their opinionin
writing," Soni said afterameeting
with Rahul Gandhi.

She said the Chief Minister
should be a Sikh as Punjab is the
only state where a person from
the community can become the
CM. And so, the wheels within
wheels in the Congress started
turning again.

The CLP meeting, which was
to take place at 11 am, was can-
celled even as Soni'’s Sikh pitch set
the catamong the pigeons. Some
leaders claimed she was batting
for Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa.
Some disagreed. “In Congress pol-
itics, what is happening is not of-
ten what you see or hear. It is the
opposite sometimes,” a veteran
leader said, implying that Soni’s
comments were calibrated to
edge out Jakhar and set off a race
among Sikh leaders.

Sidhu, it is learnt, opposed
Randhawa's elevation but told the
high command that he would
have no issues if a Dalit became
the next CM. “Randhawa was ob-
jecting to Jakhar's candidature,
saying a Hindu should not be the
CM of a Sikh-majority state.
Channi became a compromise
candidate,” aleader said.

Meanwhile, the Congress MPs
from the state, who had inJuly op-
posed the elevation of Sidhu as
PPCC president and closed ranks
behind the then CM Amarinder
Singh, also decided to oppose
Jakhar. They held ameeting at for-
mer state chief Partap Singh

Bajwa’s residence.

Asked about Bajwa as Chief
Minister, one MP told The Indian
Express that they did not have a
problem. “IfaHinduis tobe made
CM, then why not Manish Tewari,
the MP from Anandpur Sahib,”
another MP said.

Sources said opinion among
MLAs was divided, too. One
claimed that Jakhar got 38 votes,
followed by Randhawa with 18,
Amarinder’s MP wife Preneet
Kaur 12,and Sidhu 5. Asitbecame
clear that the high command was
looking at a Sikh candidate,
Randhawa emerged as frontrun-
ner. But then, sources said, Sidhu
threw his hatin the ring.

With no consensus emerging
and time running out — the party
wanted the new CM to take
charge before the "inauspicious
Pitru Paksha" set in — the high
command turned to Channi.

However, several leaders told
The Indian Express that they were
not aware of who had proposed
his name. One senior leader said:
“Names are floated to ensure their
elimination. It is a classic high
command operation. There will
be chaos and confusion and fi-
nally the Congress president will
nominate someone." Another
leader said outgoing Finance
Minister Manpreet Badal was the
only leader backing Channi.

Finally, Gandhi drove to the
residence of Sonia Gandhi and
took her approval for Channi's el-
evation. He then met with AICC
general secretary (organisation)
K C Venugopal — and AICC gen-
eral secretary Harish Rawat was
told to announce the decision of
Channi’s election as CLP leader.

(WITHKANCHAN VASDEVIN

CHANDIGARH)
Jathedar

The Congress retreat fromone
of the possibilities before it, even
asitembraced another, may have
made explicit the unstated as-
sumption of Punjab politics — that
the CM in a Sikh majority state
will always and only be a Sikh. In
the process, it may have hardened
aline.

But hours before its decision
Sunday, Giani Harpreet Singh, act-
ing Jathedar (high priest) of the
Akal Takht, the youngest to hold
the office so far, opened up a sig-
nificant new space.

Speaking to The Indian Express
athis office at Talwandi Sabo — he
also serves as the Jathedar of
Takht Damdama Sahib — on the
possibility of a Hindu CM for
Punjab, he said: “Behtar insaan
hona chahiye (should be a good
person), achchai pehle number pe
(human goodness is the primary
consideration).Sikh honayaHindu
hona secondary hai (whether
Hindu or Sikhis secondary).”

For many, though, the
Jathedar said, “face matters”. “A
Sikh CM matters for the aam pub-
lic... speaks of Punjab’s pehchaan
(identity)... just as Hindus take
pride when (one among them)
does well in US (politics)...”.

It is not as if “Hindu” and
“Sikh” have been walled off from
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eachotherin Punjab politics. Even
though noHindu has become C\V,
all parties, Congress, SAD and AAP,
fashion themselves as catch-all
parties, and in alliance or singly,
courtall castesand communities.

(For now, the BJP has pushed
itselfintoa lonely corner, after the
Modigovernmentbroughtin the
farm laws which also led to its
break-up with the SAD).

In 2012, the SAD, as part of its
attempts after the Moga declara-
tion of 1995, to shift from a pan-
thic agenda to one that speaks of
Punjabi identity and Punjabiyat,
for the first time, nominated 12
Hindu candidates — nine won.

That the BSP has an average 4
per cent vote in a state with a to-
tal Dalit population of nearly 32
per cent, also speaks of a politics of
cross-cutting cleavages.

And yet, Jathedar Giani
Harpreet Singh’s expression of
opennessisanimportant step to-
wards blurring faultlines — it
comes from someone who occu-
pies Sikhism’s highest religious
and highest temporal seats.

The Jathedar’s comment also
comes in a fraught context: The
farmers’ movement against laws
brought in by a BJP-led Centre
may be creating a two-toned
predicament in Punjab — on the
one hand, itis drawing people to-
gether, across communities, ral-
lying Hindu traders to the cause
of Sikh peasants, against a Centre
perceived tobe obstinate and un-
yielding.

On the other, it is also stoking
fears of a BJP-led assault on Sikh
identity, with perceptions of an
endangered MSP reviving not just
older resentments against the
Centre, butalso spectres that feed
on the Sikh consciousness of be-
ingamajority and alsoaminority
—amajority in the state,aminor-
ity outside it.

The Jathedar, too, spoke of ris-
ing dangers: Incidents of “be-ad-
abi” or sacrilege — “kaun log hain,
uske peeche kaun si saazishein hai
(who are the people who do it,
whatare the conspiracies behind
them”); interference by the RSS —
“anyone who believes in onereli-
gion should not interfere in an-
other”. And an overbearing and
insensitive Centre — “Sikh issues
are not so big that the Centre can-
not solve them, but since 1947,
Centre has notbeen serious about
fulfilling the promises made to
the Sikhs, to keep them safe and
protected... Centralisation of
power is always damaging to the
country, state governments are
becoming like municipalities”.

Andyet, onthe farmers’ agita-
tion, he made a distinction that
softens the edge — it is a “kisan
aandolan, not of a dharm (reli-
gion), even though most farmers
are Sikhs”. The solution, he said,
canonly come “baatcheet ke zariye
(through dialogue)”. Because “jo
movement lambi chal jaati hai, us
mein dikkatein aa jaati hain (if a
movement stretches too long, it
runs into troubles)”.

Gehlot OSD

connected with the events in
Punjab, after being given political
colour and interpreted wrongly."

Sharma also said that he was
apologising in case his tweet hurt
the sentiments of the party, the
government and the high com-
mand as it was not his intention
todoso.

When The Indian Express
reached out to Sharma, he de-
clined to comment further, and
cited the contents of his resigna-
tion letter for reference.

Adecision on Sharma's resig-
nation letteris yet to be taken, said
sources.

This, however, is not 45-year-
old's first brush with controversy.

During the political crisis in
the state lastyear, Sharma,as OSD
(communications) to Gehlot,
faced BJP allegations of being
complicitin conspiringand circu-
lating allegedly fake audio record-
ings of BJP leaders.

Earlier this year, Union Jal
Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat had lodged an FIR

several leaders including the
two aspirants, Sidhu and
Randhawa.

Sources said Randhawa op-
posed Jakhar’s elevation argu-
ing that a non-Sikh should not
be CM of a Sikh-majority state.
The Congress committee of ob-
servers heard him out, but did
not finalise his name. An emis-
sary of the Congress high com-
mand later visited Randhawa
at his residence and conveyed
to him that he should with-
draw from the race.

Meanwhile, some TV chan-
nels had announced that
Randhawa would be the next
CM, and celebrations had bro-
ken out in his constituency.
Randhawa's supporters, in-
cluding his father-in-law, dis-
tributed laddoos, and firecrack-
ers went off in his in-laws'
village. Several MLAs reached

taking steps that benefitted
Scheduled Caste students.
While this triggered specu-

step back, Channi continued to
rally support against Amarinder.

that called for a meeting of the

precipitated Amarinder's exit.

Channi's return to the party in
December 2010, three years af-
ter he had rebelled against the
Congress nominee for the
Chamkaur Sahib seat in the
Assembly elections of 2007.
Channi fought and won the
seat as an Independent, and
wentontobecome anassociate
member of the Shiromani Akali
Dal in the Assembly. He was
considered close to PPP’s
Manpreet Badal, a minister in

presentat the virtual meeting of
the Cabinetadaylater,and even
thanked the chief minister for

lation that he may be taking a

He was a signatory to the letter
Congress legislature party that

[ronically, it was Amarinder
who had paved the way for

his residence, and government
officials were seen waiting with
bouquets outside the house.

In a long meeting, Sidhu is
learned to have told the ob-
servers that if a Jat Sikh was to
be chosen, it should be him. The
name of Cabinet Minister
Bharat Bhushan Ashu was dis-
cussed as PPCC chief in the
event of Sidhu becoming chief
minister, sources said. Sidhu is
learned to have suggested the
name of party MP Dr Amar
Singh for the post.

After the meeting, a visibly
upset Sidhu left the hotel
where he met the observers. He
refused to speak to reporters.
Sources said he left for Delhi,
threatening to resign.

Former Cabinet minister
Manpreet Singh Badal inter-
vened at this point — heislearnt
to have called up Rahul Gandhi

the Amarinder cabinet.

After his return to the
Congress, Channi reportedly
made efforts toget in touch with
Rahul Gandhi through senior
Congress leader CPJoshi.

For a long time, Channi
minded his own business, tak-
ing care not to get mired in the
partyinfighting. He stayed neu-
tral when Amarinder fought to
oust Partap Singh Bajwa from
the post of PPCC chief in 2015.

It is perhaps due to his non-
aligned stance that he was made
Leader of Opposition from 2015
to 2016 during the SAD-BJP
regime.

Channi’s present tenureas a
minister saw controversy after
awoman IAS officer accused
him of sending her an “inappro-
priate” text message in October
2018. Amarinder later con-
firmed the development by say-
ing the minister had apologised,
and the matter had been sorted
out. The state women panel

Cong picks new Punjab CM

to advise him to defuse the cri-
sis by naming a Dalit who
would be acceptable to Sidhu.

It was after this, that Sidhu
returned. After being declared
the CM designate, Channi went
toManpreet’s house. Manpreet
accompanied Channi when he
went to meet the Governor.

Through the day, the fron-
trunners for the job kept chang-
ing — after Jakhar on Saturday,
it was Rajya Sabha MP Ambika
Soni on Sunday morning. Soni,
however, told reporters that
she had declined the offer, and
that in the party's tradition, a
Sikh should be made CM.

Two Congress leaders rang
Jakhar to offer him the post of
deputy chief minister after he
lost out in the race to be CM.
Jakhar refused, sources said.

After the announcement,
Amarinder congratulated

Had rebelled against Amarinder Singh

chairperson Manisha Gulati had
refused to take suo motu cog-
nizance of newspaper reports
on the alleged incident, saying
thatneither the commission nor
the police had received any
complaint.

But later, when Channi re-
belled against Amarinder, the
government tried toreopen the
case against him in May this
year. Gulati threatened to go on
a hunger strike if the govern-
ment failed to apprise her
withinaweekof its stand on the
alleged “inappropriate text”
message. She claimed she had
taken up the over two-year-old
matter after some IAS officers
asked her about its status, and
accused her of backing the min-
ister.

Gulatialso said she had writ-
ten to Chief Secretary Vini
Mahajan, seeking the govern-
ment’s action taken report. But
once again, the matter died
down after Amarinder inter-

Channi. “My best wishes to
Charanjit Singh Channi. [ hope
he’s able to keep the border
state of Punjab safe and protect
our people from the growing
security threat from across the
border: @capt_amarinder,”
Raveen Thukral, media adviser
to Amarinder Singh, tweeted.

Rahul Gandhi posted on
Twitter: “Congratulations to
Shri Charanjit Singh Channi Ji
for the new responsibility. We
must continue to fulfill the
promises made to the people of
Punjab. Their trust is of para-
mount importance.”

Sidhu tweeted: “Historic!!
Punjab’s first Dalit CM-
Designate ... Will be written
with Golden letters in History. A
tribute to the spirit of the
Constitution and  the
Congress!! Congratulations
@CHARAN]JITCHANNI Bai”

vened. Earlier, soon after taking
over as a minister in 2017,
Channi ran foul of the UT ad-
ministration when he changed
the entrance to his government-
provided house due to astrolog-
ical considerations.

As Minister for Technical
Educational and Industrial
Training, he was known to often
drive his car himself,and to stop
attoll booths to pay. On Sunday,
he arrived at Punjab Bhawan
riding pillion on a motorcycle
that was driven by Sunil Jakhar,
the former PPCC chief who had
been considered frontrunner for
the job until Saturday.

Channi had his first brush
with politics when he was
elected president of the stu-
dents’ union of Khalsa Senior
Secondary School, Kharar. He
continued to dabble in politics
when he enrolled for graduation
at Sri Guru Gobind Singh Coll-
ege, Chandigarh, where he was
elected general secretary.

with the Crime Branch of the
Delhi Police, listing Sharma as an
accused in connection with the
alleged tapping of phones during
the political crisis in Rajasthan.
Thereafter, the Delhi High
Court had prohibited the Delhi
Police from taking any coercive
action against Sharma until fur-
ther orders. In July this year, the
Delhi Police summoned Sharma
in relation to the phone tapping
case. Sharma had replied to the
summons but didn't go to Delhi.

Jaishankar

interference”, according to a state-
ment by the Saudi Foreign
Ministry.

This statement from Riyadh
was perceived asa message tothe
regional players, including
Pakistan and Iran, along with
China and Russia.

But when it comes to the
Taliban-ruled Afghanistan, Saudi
Arabiais not the power thatitwas
25 years ago. While post-9/11,
Saudi businessman turned al
Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden
caused reputational damage to
the Saudis, in recent years, more
recently, Qatar had stolen the
show as a negotiating venue for
America's talks with the Taliban.

Saudi Arabia, however, enjoys
a special relationship with
Pakistan as Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman has en-
gaged with India's neighbour in
recent years.

The Saudi Foreign Minister
had visited Pakistan in the last
week of July, before Kabul was
taken over by the Taliban.

New Delhi is hoping that
Riyadh will be able to exercise its
influence over Pakistanin control-
ling the Taliban.

From India’s perspective,
Saudi Arabia has emerged as an

important partner in the Gulf as
both have expanded their bilat-
eral ties in political, economicand
strategic fields.

Extortion case

extorting Rs 200 crore from for-
mer Ranbaxy promoter Shivinder
Singh’s wife Aditi Singh. A fresh
FIR was again registered against
him by the Delhi Police's
Economic Offences' Wing (EOW)
for allegedly duping the wife of
Shivinder’s elder brother,
Malvinder Mohan Singh, of Rs 4
crore. Sukesh was re-arrested un-
der the Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act (IMCOCA).

Sources in the jail department
said senior officials initiated the
internal inquiry to verify allega-
tions levelled by Sukesh during
questioning,

“During the inquiry, the jail
administration found that Sukesh
was using mobile phones and
was helped by prison officials.
They also found he was given ex-
trafavours... Whileinjail, he used
his bedsheets as curtains for his
barrack to avoid being caught on
CCTV,” said a source.

So far, the EOW has sum-
moned six jail officials, including
twoarrested jail superintendents,
and has questioned them thrice.

“The jail administration has
found the involvement of nine of-
ficials -- a Rohini jail superinten-
dent, three deputy superintend-
ents, two assistant
superintendents, one head
warder and two warders. A letter
was sent to the Delhi govern-
ment’s Home department to ini-
tiate a proposal for departmental
action against them,” said the
source.

During questioning, Sukesh
told police that he got an iPhone
from his jail contacts and the

phone’s settings were done by a
vendor in Chennai. “Sukesh also
disclosed his financial transac-
tions with jail officials and
claimed he was giving themRs 65
lakh every fortnight. He said he
had struck a deal with a jail offi-
cial when he was arrested by the
Crime Branch in connection with
the Election Commission bribery
case and moved last year to Rohini
jail. A jail official collected the
money from his associate regu-
larly,” said the source.

Economic bullet

Minister. Significantly, almost all
these moves were discussed time
and againin the pastbut were jet-
tisoned given the challenges in-
volved and the risks of moral haz-
ard.

Post-pandemic, though, the
Prime Minister’s push hasbeen to
focus on reviving the economy
and expending his political capi-
tal to that effect, said an official.
“The decisiveness now marks a
sharp attitudinal change at the
leadershiplevel,” one of the most
senior bureaucrats in the govern-
ment told The Indian Express.

Another source, who advises
the government on policy issues,
said the objective behind the con-
certed action over the last two
months is to reverse the negative
sentiment that has gripped the
corporate sector due to the pan-
demicand the recessionlast year.

“India, unlike the US, can’t
print currency - it has limited fis-
cal space. But what it can do, and
isdoing, istoidentify and remove
bottlenecks, infuse positive sen-
timents, and build risk appetite
back so that companies start in-
vesting,and banks startlending.”

Speaking at Idea Exchange at
The Indian Express on Friday,
Finance Secretary TV

New Delhi

Somanathan mapped this as part
of a strategy since late 2020.
“There was a broad strategy to-
wards building a stronger Indian
economy with an emphasis on
core domestic manufacturing —
building the capabilities that we
don’thave and preserving the ca-
pabilities that we have. There is a
consistency... It's a continuum of
things that form a cogent strat-
egy,” he said.

Less than three weeks ago,
Modi said the economy was re-
covering faster than the pace at
which it contracted during the
pandemic. “When big economies
were defensive, we were under-
taking reforms. When global sup-
ply chains were being disrupted,
we introduced the PLI scheme
taking note of the external envi-
ronment,” he said during the
bhoomi pujan of Sardardham
Phase Il in Gujarat.

But the “attitudinal change”
which the government official
spoke about is more perceptible
inrecent months thanduringthe
pandemic period until the end of
the brutal second wave which
peaked in April-May this year.

As late as January 2021, fol-
lowing protests by farmers in
Punjab and Haryana, and slogans
like ‘hum do, hamare do’ - alleging
crony capitalism - gaining some
traction, the government put on
hold the farmlaws for 18 months,
effectively putting them in deep
freeze. It was very similar to the
dumping of the land acquisition
law in February 2015 spooked by
the suit boot ki sarkaar jibe.

It is in this backdrop that the
telecom package gains signifi-
cance. An official, who did not
wish to be named, said that the
interest dues of Vodafone India
Ltd will enable the government to
pick up a substantial 30 per cent

stake in the third largest private
telecom company. This, ata time,
when the government has de-
cided to privatise state-owned
banks, insurance companies,and
sell its national carrier Air India.

The official said the decision
entailed political signalling to the
corporate sector too - that the
government not only wanted to
protect its dues from companies
and probably make some capital
gains in the medium-term, but
also to tell dominant players that
it was not in favour of a duopoly
and its adverse impact on con-
sumers.

Similarly, introducing an
amendment to the Income-Tax
Act for doing away with the ret-
rospective tax of 2012, Modi had
to defend his own government’s
inaction for seven years since it
came to power in 2014.

Database

and once we are ready with the
database of 8 crore farmers, we
will launch this,” the official said.

“So far, the database has been
prepared for 11 states, including
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh.
The remaining states, including
Telangana, Kerala and Punjab, will
be covered in the coming
months,” he said.

For this, Aggarwal said,adata-
base is being created from exist-
ing schemes such as PM-Kisan,
Soil Health Card and PM Fasal
Bima Yojana. “All farmer data in
Central schemes will be linked to
land record details available with
state governments. Aadhaar will
be used as adeduplication mech-
anism,” he said.

Besides, linkage of land
parcels through a Geographical
Information System (GIS), where
maps are digitised by states, will
be used. According to Aggarwal,
GIS data of land parcels will help
farmers get precise advisories.

The plantoissue suchanIDto
farmers, and the creation of a
database, was discussed during
the Chief Ministers’ Conference
earlier this month. On September
6, Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar had said
that his Ministry has created a
database of 5.5 crore farmers.

Gymnast

had to be in top shape. For a long
time, she had ankle issues. Besides,
the webbing of her big toe had a
ping-pongsized gap,aresultof re-
peated stress on the feetand dislo-
cation. She used the lockdown to
strengthen her legs and lug
around home-made equipment
—baby bars,improvised foam mat
and a locally carved wooden bal-
ance beam-top.

Meditation-backed visualisa-
tionand extensive strength work
also helped in making the transi-
tion to real apparatus smooth
once gymnasiums reopened.
During the trials at Delhi's Indira
Gandhi Stadium, her double pike
dismount on the bars “felt seam-
less” and that showed in the
points —44.25togo uptothirdin
all-around standings.

Though the two Olympic
gymnasts, Karmakar and Pranati
Nayak, are outof actiondue toin-
juries and rehab, Talekar reckons
she is at the peak of her own
game. "It's about staying moti-
vated despite age and learning
fromyounger gymnasts, too.I re-
ally look upto Uneven Bars Oly-
mpic champion Nina Derwael
who won gold at Tokyo. She's 21
and single-handedly pulled Bel-
giumto the team finals,” she says.

Even as she nurses her disap-
pointments at missing out all
these years, Talekar finds calm in
academics, and is on the verge of
her fourth degree. She holds a
B.Com, a B.Ed and an MA in
Economics, and is pursuing a
Master's in Physical Education.
“Butit's the World Championship
where [ want to give my every-
thing. They say gymnastics is only
for youngsters. But I've never felt
soready to succeed,” she says.
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Teen found
hanging: Kin
allege murder,
police say

no foul play

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

POLICE SUSPECT TRUCK HIT CAR

26-year-old MNC employee kille

in Gurgaon hit-and-run, 2 injured

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
GURGAON, SEPTEMBER19

A 17-YEAR-OLD boy was found
hanging from a tree in
Northwest Delhi’s Shalimar
Bagh Saturday. While police said
he committed suicide, family
members alleged that their
neighbours killed the boy.

Police, however, haven't
found any evidence of foul play
in the matter yet and are await-
ing the post-mortem report.

Police received a call about
the incident around 7.30 am on
Saturday. A senior officer said,
“The spot was inspected and the
body was shifted to BJRM
Hospital; there were no external
injuries. Meanwhile, the family
was contacted and the body was
handed over to them.”

Police claimed the family ini-
tially didn’t make any allegations
but later refused to cremate the
body. They said their son was
friends with the neighbour’s
daughter and alleged her parents
objected to this and killed him.

“The family took the body
and demanded action against
the girl’s family. We have regis-
tered a case and are conducting
an enquiry,” said the officer.

A 26-YEAR-OLD woman was
killed while her cousin and a
friend suffered multiple injuries
after a truck/dumper allegedly
rammed into their car at
Ambedkar Chowk late Saturday
night. Police said the impact of
collision was such that the car
was dragged for over 50 metres
before it turned turtle. They are
yet to identify the accused driver
and the vehicle.

Police said the victim has
been identified as Smriti
Sachdeva, who worked at an
MNC in Gurgaon. The injured
women are Smriti's cousin
Bhawna Rajpal and her friend
Tanvi Madan.

Smriti and Bhawna lived in
Sushant Lok-1inarented house.
Bhawna works with an infra-
structure consultancy firm.
Tanvi was staying with them for
a few days. All three are origi-
nally from Sonepat.

According to police, Tanvi
had gone to a friend's house in
Nirvana Country in Sector 50 on
Saturday evening and called
Bhawna around midnight to
pick her up.

Police said the impact of
collision was such that the
car was dragged for over 50
metres before it turned
turtle

Police said around 1 am,
Bhawna and Smriti went to pick
up their friend and were return-
ing home when an unidentified
truck hit their car on the passen-
ger’s side.

In the FIR registered at Sector
53 police station, Bhawna, who
is the complainant, said, “My

The entry charge at the executive lounge is Rs 150, after which passengers would be charged
a tariff of Rs 99 per hour. Abhinav Saha

Shower rooms to reclining
seats: Lounge at New Delhi
railway station now open

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

COMFORTABLE RECLINER seats,
shower rooms, a business cen-
tre, buffets — the executive
lounge at the New Delhi Railway
Station, recently inaugurated by
IRCTC, is slowly drawing in pas-
sengers.

The lounge, designed on the
lines of those at airports, is lo-
cated on the first floor near plat-
form 1. The entry charge is Rs
150, after which passengers
would be charged a tariff of Rs
99 per hour. For this charge, trav-
elers can access the normal seat-
ing zone, charging points, free
WiFi, and are given complimen-
tary coffee. Those who opt for
therecliner chairs have to pay Rs
500 for two hours.

The buffet ranges from Rs
250 to Rs 350, depending on
whether it is vegetarian or non-
vegetarian, while the shower
and change costs Rs 200.

The lounge also has a busi-
ness centre for those who need
to use a computer and require
printouts; this costs Rs 100 an
hour.

There are signages directing
passengers to the lounge. These,
however, are only in English but
a Hindi board will be put up
soon. It has a capacity of 120 peo-
ple atatime. Once it exceeds this,
entry is stopped.

This is the second lounge of
its kind in Delhi. The first was at
Platform no 16 of the station,
which has been operational
since 2016. Other such lounges
are present at Agra, Jaipur,
Sealdah, Ahmedabad, and
Madurai railway stations.

Among those at the lounge
on Sunday was Piyush Ranjan
(38), who traveled from
Amritsar to Delhi and had a few
hours to kill before his train to
Asansol. Deciding to meet a
friend here, he said the area was
perfect for travelers like him who
have to stop at Delhi for a while.
However, he faced some trouble
locating the lounge and had to
ask around for directions.

Another group who was trav-
eling from Pune to Dehradunvia
Delhi decided to spend their
three hours in the lounge. Sakshi
Pisal (20)said they opted for the
package, which included food
and seating.

The travelers, however,
thought the prices were slightly
onthe higher side, especially for
the recliner seats.

Lounge manager Sunil
Goswami said they have seen
around 200 passengers since the
inauguration on September 16,
with numbers are increasing
gradually as word spreads. He
had managed the lounges in
Jaipur and Agra when they
started, which are full on most
days.

The lounge also has an open
kitchen that serves Indian, conti-
nental, and Chinese. Sunil said
the menu keeps changing. On
Sunday, there was idly, dosa,
soup, dal, paneer, salad, and gu-
lab jamun.

Abakery s in the making and
as of now, the section sells
packed food items such as bev-
erages and chips which can be
seeninany other IRCTC canteen.

A new food court has also
beeninaugurated at platform 16
and has been drawing a sizable
number of customers. Open
24x7, it has several food outlets
such as Haldiram's, Wow Momo,
KFC, Roll Station among other
popular joints.

Engineered landfill to be set up
at Tehkhand by next year: SDMC

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

THE SOUTH MCD has started the
process of setting up an engi-
neered landfill in Tehkhand on
an area of around 27 acres.

In an engineered landfill site,
inert waste is used to produce
electricity before being disposed
off, an official said. Inert material —
which is neither biologically nor
chemically reactive, like sand and
concrete, and does not decom-

pose — is produced during bio-
mining process of legacy waste.
The landfill will have provi-
sions for leachate collection, safe
dumping, processing, and dis-
posal. Work is expected to be
done inayear, the official added.
The present landfills in Delhi
are open dumping sites and don’t
have any mechanism to collect
waste scientifically or stop
leachate which pollutes ground-
water. Presently, over 3,600 met-
ric tonnes of waste is generated
every day in areas falling under

the South MCD — only 50% is
processed and the rest is dumped
at the Okhla landfill.

Dinesh Yadav, director of the
department of environment
management services at SDMC,
said the civic body will also be-
gin operations at a waste-to-en-
ergy plant in Tehkhand by June
2022, which will have a capacity
to process 2,000 MT of waste:
“Once this plant is operational,
we will be able to stop dumping
garbage and shut the Okhla
landfill by the end of 2023.”

friend Tanvi was visiting
Gurgaon to shop for my wed-
ding. She had gone to her
friend’s place in Nirvana
Country and got late. I got a call
from her, asking me to pick her
up. At 1 am, Smritiand I went in
my car. The three of us were re-
turning home when suddenly a
big truck, at high speed, hit my
car from the left side. As our car
was dragged to the Chowk, my
friend and I sustained several in-
juries and then lost conscious-
ness.”

Police said Bhawna was driv-
ing the car, Smriti was in the
passenger seat and Tanvi sat be-
hind.

A police officer privy to the
investigation said, “Passersby
rushed the women to a private
hospital in Sector 51, where
Smriti was declared dead on ar-
rival. The other two women sus-
tained minor injuries to their
face and head; they are under-
going treatment and reportedly
stable. The accused driver is yet
to be identified. From the tyre
marks at the accident spot, itap-
pears that the car was dragged
for over 50 metres.”

Police said the car was com-
pletely mangled after the colli-
sion. In their statement, the in-

jured women told police that
they could not note down the
registration number of the vehi-
cle.

Police said Smiriti’s body will
be handed over to the family af-
ter a post-mortem.

Bhawna's father, Dr Shyam
Lal, said, “I got a call from my
daughter at 2.32 am, informing
me of the incident. She and
Smriti are first cousins and were
sharing a rented place in
Sushant Lok. Their friend, Tanvi,
who is settled abroad, had ex-
tended her stay here for my
daughter's wedding on October
14. They went to pick Tanvi up
as it was late at night for her to
take a cab. They told me that af-
ter the collision, commuters
rushed them to hospital as they
had fainted and were in shock...
Our family was looking to
arrange a match for Smriti too.”

Police registered an FIR
against the accused under IPC
sections 279 (rash driving),
304A (death by negligence), 337
(causing hurt by act endanger-
ing life or personal safety of oth-
ers) and 338 (causing grievous
hurt by act endangering life or
personal safety of others) at
Sector 53 police station on
Sunday.

Former J&K MLC’s
murder: 1 arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

DAYS AFTER former member of
the Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Council and National
Conference leader Trilochan
Singh Wazir was found dead in-
side an apartment in West
Delhi's Basai Darapur, the Delhi
Police’s Special Cell arrested one
of the main accused from
Jammu on Sunday. They also re-
covered the pistol that he used
to allegedly shoot Wazir.

Police said the accused,
Harmeet Singh (61), a property
dealer and transporter, had al-
legedly shot Wazir on
September 3. Wazir's decom-
posing body was found inside
the apartment with injuries to
his head on September 9.

Police said Singh committed
the crime after his friend Harpreet
SinghKhalsa, alsoasuspectinthe
case, “instigated” him. Khalsa,
whoisonthe run, worksatanon-
line news portal and has known
Singh and Wazir for years.

Last week, The Indian Express
had reported that Singh posted
apurported confession letter on
Facebook in which he admitted
tothe crime and claimed he and
Khalsa were going to kill them-
selves. Police have recovered the
note as well.

DCP (Special Cell) Sanjeev
Kumar Yadav said, “We received
information about Singh’s move-
ment and suspected he was
changing his hideout again. A
team was deployed near the
Jammu border and the accused
was apprehended with his pistol.”

During questioning, Singh
told police that there had been
differences between him and

Harmeet Singh was arrested
from Jammu on Sunday

Wazir for three years over
Gurdwara work. However, it was
Khalsa who allegedly instigated
him to kill Wazir.

On August 22, Singh went to
Delhi to get a Canadian visa for
his son and stayed at Khalsa’s
apartment. A week later, Khalsa
invited Wazir home — who had
to catch aflight to Canada — and
asked Singh to move to a hotel.

“On September 3, Khalsa
went to meet Singh at the hotel
and told him that Wazir is plan-
ning to ‘eliminate’ his sonand has
hired gangsters from Punjaband
Haryana. Khalsa insisted that
Wazir was planning to kill Singh’s
entire family in Jammu and flee
to Canada. He then took Singh to
his apartment,” said DCP Yadav.

At the apartment, two other
men, Rajender Chaudhary and
Billa, who were arrested earlier
this week, were present.
According to Singh’s statement,
police said Khalsa gave him a pis-
tol and took him to Wazir’s
room. Singh then allegedly fired
atWazir's head and all four men
fled the house.

Police also found that Khalsa
“forced” Singh to write a three-
page suicide note and put his
thumb impression onit.

4 Citing corruption, Delhi

BJP expels 3 councillors

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

AHEAD OF the municipal pollsin
the capital, the BJP’s Delhi unit
expelled three sitting councillors
from party membership for six
years over complaints of “exces-
sive financial corruption”. One of
the councillors, Pooja Madan,
joined the AAP hours later.

State unit president Adesh
Gupta wrote to the three coun-
cillors — Rajni Bablu Pandey from
New Ashok Nagar, Pooja Madan
from Mukherjee Nagar (Ward N-
15), and Sanjay Thakur from
Said-ul-Ajaib — informing them
of the party’s decision.

“This is to inform you that
owing to several complaints of
excessive financial corruption
from the people, you have been
suspended from Bharatiya Janata
Party’s membership for a period
of six years. You have been in-
formed of these complaints
many times in the past and have
been asked to correct your cor-
rupt behaviour, but no improve-
ment was seen. Therefore, you
are expelled from the party for
six years, with immediate effect,”
he said in the letters.

AAP spokesperson Saurabh
Bharadwaj called the expulsion
a “cosmetic action”. “When
Adesh Gupta had complaints of

One of the councillors, Pooja Madan, joined the AAP hours
later in the presence of Timarpur MLA Dilip Pandey (centre)

financial corruption against these
councillors, what were they
waiting for? The BJP has CBI, ACB,
Vigilance Department of the
MCD, the entire central govern-
ment and even the L-G. Even
then, they haven't submitted
evenasingle complaint to the au-
thorities... After five years of gov-
erning the MCD, the BJP is now
taking cosmetic action against
these councillors... real action
would constitute getting them
investigated,” he said.

AAP had previously made al-
legations of corruption against
Pandey and Thakur. AAP’s
Timarpur MLA Dilip Pandey, who
was present at Madan'’s joining,
said that allegations against her
were levied only because she was
about to join the party.

“Our stand that the other two
councillors were corrupt has

been vindicated as we were the
ones to have made allegations of
corruption against them. As for
Pooja Madan, BJP expelled her as
she was already in the process of
joining the party,” he said.

Madan said she did not re-
ceive support from the BJP and
was unable to fulfil promises to
her constituents due to lack of
funds. “Why did they wait till now
to expel me? When I told them I
was joining AAP, they asked me
to stay. If  was corrupt, why did
they ask me to stay?,” she said.

Rajni went to the party office
on Sunday afternoon to “get clar-
ity on the action taken against
her”, her husband Bablu Pandey
said. Thakur said he was not
given a chance to defend himself.
“The building mafia opposes me,
some people in my own party are
against me,” he said.
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www.aicofindia.com

FMS Licenses).

Agriculture Insurance Company of India Limited
Regd. Office: “Office Complex” Block- 1,
5" Floor, East Kidwai Nagar, New Delhi — 110 023
CIN: U74999DL2002PLC118123

Agriculture Insurance Company of India Limited (AIC),
providing Crop Insurance to the farming community in
India, invites online Bids for Oracle FMS Licenses
AT AGRICULTURE INSURANCE COMPANY OF INDIA
LTD. (AIC) (Tender No. InfoTech Dept./2021/Oracle

The Tender document may be downloaded from AIC
website https://www.aicofindia.com/ and E-tender portal
https://aicofindia.auctiontiger.net/ EPROC/. The last
date for submission of Bid is 11.10.2021 till01:00 PM.

Chief Manager (InfoTech Dept.)
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY KHARAGPUR
JISIY2-721302/KHARAGPUR-721302

Advt. No.: R/13/2021

dated September 10, 2021

04.10.2021

The Institute invites Online Applications from Indian
Nationals, PIOs, OCls for various Faculty positions in
Centre of Excellence in Artificial Intelligence (Al).

For details and updates visit: www.iitkgp.ac.in
Last date for submission of Online Application:

g ediaa/Registrar

PUBLIC NOTICE

the Lender).

This is to notify the public at large that SHREE VARDHMAN DEVELOPERS PRIVATE LIMITED, a company
incorporated under the provisions of the Companies Act, 1956 having CIN U70101DL2005PTC142029 and
having its registered office at 301-311, Indraprakash Building, 21 Barakhamba Road, New Delhi- 110001
(“Company” or “the Borrower”) has availed term loan facilities from XANDER FINANCE PRIVATE
LIMITED, a company incorporated under the provisions of the Companies Act, 1956 and registered with
Reserve Bank of India as a Non-Banking Financial Company and having its registered Office at 101, 5 North
Avenue, Maker Maxity, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra East, Mumbai - 400 051 (“Lender”) and in order to
secure the payment/ repayment and discharge all its obligations with respect to the term loan facilities,
amongst other securities, the Company/the Borrower has mortgaged all its rights, title and interest with
respect to (1) land admeasuring 2 acres situated at Sector 2, Village Sohna, Tehsil Sohna, Gurgaon,
Haryana, details of the land is set out in the Part A of the Schedule below (“Borrower Project Land”); (2) all
development rights of the Borrower in respect of the land admeasuring 8.725 acres at Sector 2, Village
Sohna, Tehsil Sohna, Gurgaon, Haryana (details of the land are set out in Part B of the Schedule below)
(“Collaborator Project Land”); and (3) plotted land units listed in Part C of the Schedule below forming part
of the Borrower’s Project Share of Plots in the underlying Collaborator Project Land and the Borrower’s
Project Land(“Mortgaged Property”) along with hypothecation of all the receivables arising therefrom, in
favour of IDBI Trusteeship Services Limited (acting as the security trustee on behalf of and for the benefit of

The said mortgage, charge and hypothecation over the Mortgaged Property in favour of IDBI Trusteeship
Services Limited (acting as the security trustee on behalf of and for the benefit of the Lender) is duly
registered with the concerned Registrar of Companies and duly recorded with Central Registry of
Securitisation Asset Reconstruction and Security Interest.
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE CAUTIONED AND INFORMED THAT the Company/ the Borrower is not
authorized to represent and/or deal with and/or sell and/or alienate or otherwise encumber the Mortgaged
Property in any manner whatsoever without prior written consent of Xander Finance Private Limited.

Members of the public are further cautioned and informed that any sale or alienation or creation of any third-
party right, title or interest of any nature whatsoever by the Company or any of its affiliates or directors or
concerns or agents in respect of the Mortgaged Property, which has been entered into or proposed to be
entered into without the consent of the Lender is and shall be without authority, bad, illegal, void,
unauthorized and not binding on the Lender i.e. Xander Finance Private Limited and the Borrower/ Company,
and no rights, title and interest of any nature whatsoever stood created or shall be created in favour of any
third party in any manner whatsoever without prior written consent of Xander Finance Private Limited. THE
PUBLIC AT LARGE IS CAUTIONED NOT TO PURCHASE/ACQUIRE/ TRANSACT IN THE MORTGAGED
PROPERTIES AND WITH (i) SHREE VARDHMAN DEVELOPERS PRIVATE LIMITED; (ii) MR. SANDEEP
JAIN; AND/ OR (i) MR. SACHIN JAIN IN RESPECT OF THE MORTGAGED PROPERTIES WITHOUT
PRIORWRITTEN CONSENT OF XANDER FINANCE PRIVATE LIMITED.

Delhi Contact: Mr. Ruchir Jauhari-09971738887, Ms. Priyanka Khanna
Mumbai Contact: Ravi Shankar- 09930839007

Sd/-

Authorized Signatory

Xander Finance Private Limited
Email: info@xanderfinance.com

part of the Project 1 Land.

Schedule
PART-A

Description of Project 1 Mortgaged Land
Land admeasuring 2acres situated at Sector 2, Village Sohna, Tehsil Sohna, Gurgaon, Haryana forming a

Rectangle \ Kila No. \ Area
Kanal Marla
68 6 8 0
69 10 8 0
Total 16 0
NORTH BY: Project of Supertech
SOUTH BY: G D Goenka International School
EAST BY: 75 Mtr. Road
WEST BY: 24 Mtr. Road
PART B
Details of 8.725 acres of the land
Ref. No. Rectangle Kila No. Area
Kanal Marla
P1 (Collaborator Project 1 Land) 68 2/2 1 12
3 8 0
4 8 0
5 8 0
69 1 8 0
2/1 2 8
Total 6 Plots 36 0
P2 (Collaborator Project 1 Land) 69 2/2 5 12
3 8 0
4 8 4
8/2 4 0
9 8 0
Total 5 Plots 33 16
PART C

Plots forming part of the Borrower’s Project Share

[ Borrower’s Project Share - Residential Plot

p Plot No. Total Plot Size in Sq. Mtr. Total Area (in Sq.Mtr)

1 A 8to 14 7 120.897 846.279
2 C 36 to 39 4 118.279 473.116
3 C 41to 45 5 118.279 591.395
4 C 50 1 118.279 118.279
5 C 56 to 65 10 118.279 1182.79
6 B 97 to 116 20 120.093 2401.86
7 F 137 to 156 20 104.48 2089.60
8 E 157 to 160 4 91.77 367.08
9 D 161 to 181 21 102.40 2150.40
10 E 183 1 91.77 91.77
Total: 93 Total: 10312.56

Borrower’s Project Share - Commercial Plot: 837.76 Sq. Mtr

plots will be informed accordingly.

Note: The above plot numbers of the borrower’s share is tentative. The Plot numbers may be changed but
the total area of the borrower’s share (Approx.10250 Sq.Mtr) will not reduce. If any change in the number of

New Delhi
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MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

SITTING IN a posh South Delhi
cafe, the 38-year-old recalled a
time when more than 700 peo-
ple used to work for him. What
he ran was a call centre — but
not one dedicated to resolving
customer complaints or selling
a property or product. Instead,
the North Delhi establishment
had a singular purpose: Duping
foreigners.

Those days are behind him,
though. The man, who did not
wish to be identified, was ar-
rested around 2017-18 and sub-
sequently released on bail.
Speaking to The Indian Express,
he revealed the staggering
scope and intricate modus
operandi of such ‘call centres’,
which have become a nuisance
for the Delhi Police. Senior offi-
cers The Indian Express spoke to
testified to this trend and said
the scale of each such scam runs
into several crores.

According to estimates, over
the past year, thousands of for-
eigners, mostly from the United
States, have lost money to the
tune of Rs 300 crore after falling
prey to highly organised cons
running from such call centresin
Delhi. Often, the conmen and
women pose as US tax officials
and talk their victims into pay-
ing up huge amounts as fines for
fictitious cases of tax evasions.
They are trained to speak in an
American accent, and paid hand-
somely by the masterminds —
earning as much as Rs 55,000 to
Rs 70,000 per month along with
incentives.

Data on who to dupe is often
sourced or purchased through
the ‘dark web’, officers said.

In other cases, the callers
pose as tech support from estab-
lishments such as Microsoft or
Amazon and manage to talk
people into parting with sensi-
tive information such as bank or
credit card details. In some in-
stances, the masterminds have
associates helping them in the
US, but tracking them down re-

BUSTED THIS YEAR
Districts/ | Fakecall | No.of
Units centres |arrests

uncovered

East 1 26
Northwest 4 12
South 4 88
Dwarka 1 8
West 8 97
Outer 3 28
Rohini B 39
Shahdara 7 126
Southeast 2 8
Outernorth 1 32
CyberCell 8 186
Crime 2 94
Branch
Total 44 744

mains a huge task, officers said.

There have been reports of
similar rackets being run across
the country, but the scale of
what's unfolding in the national
capital is unprecedented, said of-
ficers. Though close to 350 al-
leged racketeers have been ar-
rested so far and around 500
questioned, many such ‘call cen-
tres’ remain operational.

According to senior officers,
West Delhi in particular provides
a fertile ground for such illegal
tele-fraud as there are several
property owners who, without
proper background checks, pro-
vide infrastructure and even
equipment to run a scam of this
nature. Some even offer ‘ready to
shift’ office spaces where they
charge Rs 1 lakh per computer
seat. Officers estimate more than
1,000 such call centres are oper-
ational across Delhi, in areas
such as Pitampura, Rohini,
Shalimar Bagh, Moti Nagar, Kirti
Nagar, Rajouri Garden, Janakpuri
and Tilak Nagar.

Officers said connivance of
policemen with owners of call
centres has also been found in
several instances.

In the past nine months, 35
such call centres have been
busted in Delhi. This year on,
however, district police teams
are working dedicatedly to ad-
dress the issue. This comes after

HARDLOOK

When trouble calls

With thousands of ‘call centres’ cropping up in Delhi to dupe
US citizens, police are having to grapple with tech savvy fraudsters and
sophisticated modus operandi

the Delhi Police headquartersis-
sued an ultimatum that depart-
mental action would be taken
against local staff if any such call
centreis foundin theirarea. Asa
result, whenever night patrol
staff find several youths near a
building that looks like an office

space, they take action.

The MO

The 38-year-old said he used
to work with a BPO in Gurgaon,
and though everything was
done by the book there, his three
years on the job helped him

learn about the system and how
itcanbe gamed. “In the US, every
citizen has a social security num-
ber (SSN). It is a nine-digit num-
ber that the government issues
to all US citizens and eligible US
residents and uses it to keep
track of their lifetime earnings

NOTICE BOARD CORPORATE ASSOCIATE DIARY EVENTS, HONOURS

CONCOR strengthens its reachability by connecting East &
West, starts the train service from Shalimar to Turbhe. The
firsttrain departs from Shalimar on 15/09/2021 with full con-

tainer load.

HINDI DIWAS - ITPO

‘Hindi Diwas’ was celebrated at India Trade Promotion Or-
ganisation (ITPO) at Pragati Maidan, ND. The celebration was
marked with distribution of the Awards along with the motiva-
tional hindi books.

progresses.

AGM - KRIBHCO

KRIBHCO has earned a pre-tax profit of Rs 513.13 Cr during FY
2020-21 and has declared dividend @ 20% on equity capital for
the year in its 41st AGM held recently, which was presided over by
Dr Chandra Pal Singh (Chairman, KRIBHCO).

PSB entered into a strategic co-lending alliance with ICCL & IHFL
for MSME & Priority Sector Housing Loans respectively. S Krish-
nan, MD & CEQ informed that the co-lending model willimprove
the flow of credit to the un-served & under-served sector.

—
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AWARDS - BHEL

BHEL has celebrated Utkrishthta Utsav & the “Excel Awards”
were conferred on meritorious employees. Dr MN Pandey, M/ of
Heavy Industries, graced the occasion & presented the awards.
DrNS (CMD —BHEL) was present on the occasion.

IRCTC has recently dedicated a new Food Plaza — ‘Pop
n Hop’ for the passengers at New Delhi railway. The ‘Pop
n Hop’ Food Plaza is one of the most exquisite and
extensive food and beverage facilities created by IRCTC
for the passengers and tourists to have a wide variety of
sumptuous food offered in a hygienic and extremely
comfortable environment.

10CL and Google Pay have announced a collaboration to
make fuelling more rewarding for IndianOil and Google
Pay customers. The companies also plan to make
IndianQil’s countrywide loyalty program XTRAREWARDS
accessible on the Google Pay app as the partnership

BHEL has successfully commissioned India’s largest
floating Solar PV plant. Located at NTPC Simhadri in
Andhra Pradesh, the 25 MW floating SPV project covers
an area of 100 acres, leading to saving of valuable land
resource and conserving water by reducing evaporation.

UBI today received the prestigious 'Rajbhasha Kirti
Puraskar for excellent implementation of Hindi during the
year 2018-19, 2019-20 & 2020-21 at a glittering function
held at Vigyan Bhavan, ND. Rajkiran Rai G, MD & CEO,
UBI received the award from Amit Shah, Home &
Cooperation Minister.

IRCTC is all set to open a new world class Executive
Lounge at ND Railway Station for offering an enhanced
travel experience to the rail passengers. The new
Executive lounge has been set up on first floor of Platform
No.1 of New Delhi Railway Station towards Paharganj

MOU - PNB

PNB has entered into a Co-Lending arrangement with IIFL
Home Finance Limited. The MOU was signed by AK Goel
(GM — PNB) in the presence of SK Saha (ED-PNB) & SK

Dixit (CGM — PNB).

DTL Dr Sanjay Kumar Lal, an offi-
cer of 2001 batch of IRS, has re-
cently joined Delhi Transco Limited
as Director (Finance). He has done
his Doctorate from prestigious IARI,
Pusa, Delhi. He is also a Law Gradu-
ate. Dr Sanjay Kumar Lal has a vast

experience inthe field of Taxation, Account and Finance. He has
worked in various capacities in the IT Departmentin its differ-
entwings such as Investigation, International Taxation, head-
quarters etc. He has also rendered his services in the M/o Fi-
nance. Before joining Delhi Transco Limited, he was posted
as Commissioner (OSD) at Ghaziabad in the IT Department.

WORSHOP - NIOS

NIOS & Vidya Bharati Institute of Higher Education jointly organised
2 days National Workshop on ‘National Education Policy 2020: Im-
plementation, Strategy & Progress’ at Kalyan Singh Auditorium,
Noida, NIOS. Dr S Sarkar, MoS Education, was the chief guest.

side. IRCTC is already operating executive lounges at
railway stations at Agra, Jaipur, Sealdah, Ahmedabad and
Madurai.

PWERGRID: An Online Vendor Development Program
exclusively for SC-ST Micro and Small Enterprises was
organised in association with National SC-ST Hub, Surat
by POWERGRID (WR-Il). The program was chaired by
ED, WR-Ilin virtual presence of Branch Head of National
SC-ST Hub, Surat (NSSHO) & President of Federation of
SC-ST Entrepreneurs, Vadodara (FSSE) along with 31
SC-ST MSEs.

PSB has announced ‘PSB Utsav Mala’ for FY 2021-22
for the festive season from 10th September 2021 to 10th
November 2021. S Krishnan, MD & CEO of the Bank
informed that the Festival Bonanza campaign has been
extended to other credit products like MSMEs, Food
Processing and Rice Shellers etc, besides retail credit
products.

Amity University (NOIDA, India) and Baylor College of
Medicine (BCM- Houston, USA) researchers have
developed a powerful Al platform to find clinically
important vaccine targets and epitopes that could
transform vaccine discovery process for deadly
infectious diseases such as COVID19 and Chagas
Disease. The results of this study have been published
in UK based journal Scientific Reports, and PubMed.

[llustration: Suvajit Dey

and the number of years
worked. Many scams revolve
around their SSN and in making
them believe they are in trouble.
People in the US have a lot of re-
spect for the law — unlike in
India, they get scared if they get
a call from a law enforcement

agency. And that’s how we in
India are taking advantage of this
and cheating them of thousands
of dollars every day,” he said.

DCP (Dwarka) Santosh
Kumar Meena said the fraud-
sters usually choose a secluded
place to opena call centre as they
have to operate at night.

The 38-year-old said after
leaving his Gurgaon job, he
opened a call centre and hired 10
persons: “Only some laptops, the
internet, and a table-chair are re-
quired. Our main callers are 10-
15 persons, while others are
learners and they switch jobs af-
ter some time. We pay more to
experienced employees as they
also train these youngsters.
Nowadays, call centre owners
also keep changing offices to
avoid arrest.”

Police said the calls are not
made using a software to mask
the caller’s number. “Initially, a
recorded message tells the per-
son that law enforcement agen-
cies have found a discrepancy
while scanning their tax forms
or found that their bank ac-
counts were used in a crime, es-
pecially by drug cartels in
Mexico or Colombia. They are
then asked to press a number to
talk to an officer, and as soon as
they do, the fraudster sittingina
call centre in Delhi receives a call.
He starts interacting with them
to extract more details and,
sometimes, even sends a fake
warrant. The person is informed
they have been fined thousands
of dollars which, if not paid,
would lead to legal repercus-
sions. They are given a choice:
face arrest or accept an ‘alterna-
tive dispute resolution’ to avoid
facing any legal hurdle,” said a
senior officer.

The 38-year-old elaborated:
“If the person agrees to pay the
‘fine’, he or sheis told to do it only
through gift cards or crypto cur-
rency. The person, for instance,
is made to buy iTunes gift cards
worth thousands of dollars and
share the details with the caller.
The fraudster then shares the de-
tails of the gift card with an as-
sociate in the US, who in turn
shares it with a broker.

Man dupes people
of Rs 2.5 crore by
offering fake jobs
in Railways, held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

A 43-YEAR-OLD man who al-
legedly posed as an IAS officer
and cheated over 40 people un-
der the pretext of offering them
ajob in the Indian Railways has
been arrested.

Police said the accused,
Mohammad Raghib Firoz, and
his two associates have been run-
ning the ‘fake job' racket foryears
and cheated people of more than
Rs 2.5 crore in the last eight
months. To lure their victims and
mabke the job appointment look
genuine, the men even held sem-
inars, and conducted medical
tests and training sessions in
Delhi and Dehradun for three
months. They took money from
their targets on the pretext of reg-
istration and training fees.

One of the victims, who re-
fused to be named, said he lost
more thanRs 2 lakhinJanuary. He
said, “Iworked as a dataentry op-
erator and lost my job because of
the pandemic.Iwas searching for
jobs online whenIfound anad for
a job in the Railways last year.
After a test and interview, [ was
promised a job in the PR depart-
ment. [ even went to Paharganj
and to a hotel in Dehradun for
training. I didn’t tell my parents
and took a loan from friends for
the job. When I returned home, I
realised the job didn’t exist.”

Police said “Firoz is the king-
pin and has been on the run for
months. He was arrested from
Greater Noida”. During ques-
tioning, the accused revealed
that they put ads on the internet
and tried luring their neighbours
to apply for the fake job.

The Economic Offences
Wing had already arrested
Firoz's associates, Brij Kishore
and Sachin Kumar, in the case.
During investigation, they found
that the accused were printing
fake appointment letters and
conducting medical tests.

Additional CP (EOW) R K
Singh said, “It was when the vic-
tims reached the DRM office in

New Delhi

Jamshedpur for their job that they
realised the accused had cheated
them. The men had asked the vic-
tims to report in Jamshedpur.”

Singh said his teams visited
several villages near Agra,
Hathras and Patna to talk to vic-
tims and identify the accused.

In the last year, Delhi Police
have busted several suchrackets
and arrested more than 4,500
gangs/individuals for cheating
people on the pretext of provid-
ing them jobs at hospitals,
Railways or other government
posts. In 2019, around 4,000
such cases were registered.

Police attributed the rise in
these cases to persons/groups
using the lockdown as an oppor-
tunity to indulge in fake job
scams and post ads on Facebook
and job portals. As people who
lost their jobs during the lock-
down couldn’t go to companies,
they often applied online.

Singh said, “Mostly in these
cases, the victims don’t check the
credentials of the accused as
they are desperate for jobs. The
accused often pose as high-rank-
ing officials and offer lucrative
salaries with good job training
and postings. The fake appoint-
ment letters, registration forms,
training and the interviews seem
genuine.”

In the present case, police
said the accused booked small
hotels in Dehradun and Delhi’s
Paharganj and Karol Bagh area
for the victims, and conducted
seminars and training sessions
on the Indian Railways.

“They would talk about cler-
ical and technical work at the
Railways — how to resolve com-
plaints, check coaches, working
at the control room, working
with Railway Protection Force
etc. The victims also underwent
amedical check-up because the
men asked them for a fitness
test. The only requirement for
the job was a bachelor’s degree.
After training sessions, the ac-
cused told them to report to
Jamshedpur where they would
start working with senior offi-
cers,” said a police officer.

Eventually, the fraudster in Delhi
gets 70-80% of the value of the
gift card through hawala chan-
nels, while their associates in the
US keep the rest as their cut. If
someone is not able to pay the
fine in full, they are told to pay in
instalments.”

In some cases, fraudsters
send several links to people they
have identified which, if clicked,
adversely affect their computer.
DCP Meena said they recently ar-
rested 12 people. “During ques-
tioning, they revealed that they
send fake pop-ups such as ‘ran-
somware detected’, ‘security
warning’, etc to US residents on
their computers through pop-up
vendors. The fake pop-ups pro-
vide a phone number for techni-
cal support, which links to the
call centre in Delhi. The fraud-
sters then extort money in the
guise of providing technical
help,” he said.

The Indian Express scanned
statements of over 30 employ-
ees of such call centres arrested
by the Delhi Police and found a
pattern: All of them had up-
loaded their CVs on job portals,
from where those running the
call centres reached out to them.

“They told police they were
asked to come for an interview
to a coffee shop or a fast-food
joint where a person would ask
about their qualifications and tell
them to get trained at their call
centre for English speaking,” said
an officer.

The 38-year-old said there
was a time when police were
only arresting owners of such
call centres, but nowadays, they
have started picking up the em-
ployees too. “As a result, before
joining, the men and women ask
the owner to give an assurance
that they would be protected
from arrest, and also ask about
their contacts in the police de-
partment. But since thereisn’'ta
particular complainant in many
of these cases and police have
made suo motu arrests, many of
those arrested get bail within a
month. After coming out, some
joinanother such establishment
in Delhi while others leave for
another city,” he said.

—— BRIEFLY —

Tworoadsin
Patpargan;
renamed after
Uttarakhand
personalities

New Delhi: Two roads in
Patparganj Vidhan Sabha
were renamed after free-
dom fighter Veer Kesari
Chand and folk singer
Hira Singh Rana, both of
who  were from
Uttarakhand. C-Block
MargNo.4 in West Vinod
Nagar has been renamed
Hira Singh Rana Marg;
the road from Vinod
Nagar Red Light to Silver
Line Hospital has been
renamed Amar Shaheed
Veer Kesari Chandra
Marg. Area MLA and
Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia was present at
the ceremony.

Work tolay
drains begins

atNaraina

New Delhi: Work to lay
drains and subsequent
road reconstruction was
started at Naraina Sunday.
Area MLA Raghav Chadha
inaugurated the work and
said it will be completed
in a timely manner. The
cost of the project is Rs 4
crore. The issue of water-
logging and poor roads
have been raised by resi-
dents of the area several
times. ENS

‘Vehicle
owners must
carry PUC

certificates’

New Delhi: Ahead of
winter when pollution
levels are likely torise in
the capital, the transport
department of the Delhi
government has asked
vehicle owners to carry
valid pollution under
control (PUC) certifi-
cates to avoid punitive
actions. PTI
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be decided this week.

THE SUPREME Court Collegium headed by Chief Justice of
India NV Ramana last week decided to transfer 28 high court
judges, five chief justices of high courts apart from appoint-
ing eight new chiefjustices of high courts. However, in the 28
transfers of high court judges, 25 are known and the remain-
ing three transfers are yet to be finally vetted by the collegium.
With (JI Ramana travelling to Bangalore over the weekend
to attend the memorial held for former Supreme Court judge
Mohan Shantanagouder, the remaining transfers are likely to

NAGALAND Focus

AT A time when the BJPis looking at the emergence of the all-
party government in Nagaland with some concerns about its
own political future in the state, the central government ap-
pears to have become active with its development projects in
the state. Minister of State for Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship and Electronics and Information Technology
Rajeev Chandrasekhar was in Nagaland for two days last week
- he celebrated Prime Minister Narendra Modi's birthday there
- inaugurating new institutions. He inaugurated the National
Institute of Electronics and Information Technology in
Chuchuyimlang, a software technology park in Kohima and
an entrepreneurial development centre in Kohima. He said
these centres would ensure thousands of jobs for the youth in
the insurgence-hit state in two years.

PROGRESS, FINALLY

THE NEW National Education Policy talks about promoting
multilingualism in school and higher education. For this, the
government had wanted the IITs and IIMs to start offering
their programmes in regional languages. After the initial
meeting on this issue last year, at which the IITs had expressed
reservations about the idea, there has been no development
on this front. It appears that now one of the IITs has come
around the idea and is planning to offer one programme ina
regional language. However, this will not be for the face-to-
face format. The [IT will introduce it for an online programme.
Ministry officials are tight-lipped about which IITit is and are
saying an announcement will be made soon.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Sunday at
an event in Lucknow on the completion of four-and-a-half
years of the BJP government. Vishal Srivastav

UP has seen complete

transformation under
BJP rule: Adityanath

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 19

PRESENTING A “report card” of
the four-and-a-half years of the
BJP government in Uttar Pradesh
ahead of the Assembly elections,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Sunday claimed that the state
has undergone a “complete
transformation” and its percep-
tion before the country as well
as the world has changed as
there have been no riots since
2017 and strict actions have been
taken against the mafia and
criminals during his rule.

The chief minister also
claimed that his rule would be
remembered for “surkasha
(safety)and susashan (good gov-
ernance)” for both women as
well as for the industry.

“The four-and-a-half years'
rule of Uttar Pradesh will be re-
membered for security and good
governance... In the past, mafias
under the patronage of the gov-
ernment used to create an envi-
ronment of fear, and riots were
rampant in the state... Now, the
investors’ confidence in the state
is growing and UP has emerged
as number two in the country in
terms of ease of doing business,”
the chief minister said, adding
that his government's priority is

to provide security and safety to
women.

He said criminals were being
firmly dealt with irrespective of
their caste, religion and social
status to provide a safe and se-
cure environment in the state.

Drawing a comparison with
the previous Samajwadi Party
government, Adityanath hit out
at the Opposition party over the
law and order and accused it of
indulging in corruption and
nepotism in government jobs.

“You all have seen the scan-
dals that took place between
2012 and 2017.1t's not very long
ago. Inthe previous government,
there used to be communal
clashes every 3-4days. Butinthe
last four years, there has not been
asingle incident of riot,” he said.

“Before 2017, transfer and
posting of officials had become
a business and open auction
used to happen for the posts,”
the CM said, adding that no one
canmake such allegations on his
government.

“Whenever new government
vacancies were announced,
members of a family used to go
across the state to extort money.
But in our four-and-a-half years
of rule, there has been no allega-
tion of any kind of extortion or
bribery in filling up of vacancies,”
the chief minister said.

CHANGE OF GUARD IN PUNJAB

Personal anguish... hope this won’t
damage peace in state: Capt to Sonia

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 19

INFORMING SONIA Gandhi of his
decision toresign as Punjab Chief
Minister, Captain Amarinder
Singh sent aletter Saturday to the
Congress chief in which he ex-
pressed “personal anguish” at the
political developments and
claimed that his government had
fulfilled nearly 90 per cent of its
pre-poll promises — from tack-
ling the drug menace to handling
the sacrilege case.

Conveying his apprehension
of instability in the state,
Amarinder wrote that the party's
political moves were “not based
on full understanding of the na-
tional imperatives of Punjab and
its key concerns.”

“Notwithstanding my per-
sonal anguish, I hope this will not
cause any damage to the hard-
earned peace and development
in the state, and that the efforts|1
have been focusing during the
last few years, would continue
unabated, ensuring justice to
one and all,” he wrote.

Referring to his nine-and-a-
half years as Chief Minister —
2002 to 2007 and 2017 to 2021
— Amarinder wrote that he “es-
tablished the rule of law, and en-
sured transparent governance”
and “maintained ethical conduct
even in management of political
affairs” while “winning 8 out of
13 seats in the Parliament
Elections in 2019”, apart from
wins in local polls.

He claimed that his govern-
ment had fulfilled 89.2 per cent
of its poll promises while work
was in progress on the remain-
ing commitments.

On the sacrilege case and po-
lice action of 2015, he pointed out
that his government had estab-
lished ajudicial probe headed by
Justice (Retd)Ranjit Singh, whose
report was received on August
16, 2018 — it was accepted and
“full legal action” taken.

The letter stated that despite
legal hurdles and “refusal” of CBI

to return the cases, which were
transferred to them by the pre-
vious SAD-BJP government, 24
persons were charge-sheeted, 15
police personnel suspended, and
10 civilians arrested. “The crim-
inal proceedings in these cases
are currently underway and [am
sure that in due course justice
will be done," he wrote.

On the controversial power
purchase agreements,
Amarinder said his government
had invested Rs 3,709 crore in
electricity transmission and dis-
tribution infrastructure from
2017-21 and released about Rs
11,000 crore per annum to ben-
efit 22 lakh SC and backward
classes consumers, and 14 lakh
farmers. “For the first time, we
supplied subsidised power to
the industry at annual cost of
over Rs 2,000 crore,” he said,
adding that a “review of the PPAs
is currently underway.”

On farmers, he wrote that his
government had given debt re-
lief of Rs 4,624 crore to 5.64 lakh
farmers,and Rs 526 crore to 2.68
lakh farm workers.

Referring to his promise on
the drug menace, he said a Special
Task Force was set up and a three-
pronged strategy — enforcement,
de-addiction and prevention —
resulted in 62,744 persons being
arrested, 202 clinics established,
6,28,083 drug abuse prevention
officers registered and 9,51,202
support groups formed.

The former Chief Minister
also said his government had fa-
cilitated jobs for 19.29 lakh peo-
ple, and ensured relief for SCs
and backward classes through
debt waiver of Rs 50,000 each
and various scholarship schemes
—including 200 units of electric-
ity free of cost to SCs, backward
classes and BPL families.

He wrote that Rs 1,260 crore
had been provided under the
new Punjab Nirman Programme,
whereby elected representatives
were provided funds forlocal in-
frastructure, focusing on the poor
and Dalits.  FULLREPORTON
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Gehlot hopes Amarinder
doesn’t ‘damage’ Cong

i

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, SEPTEMBER 19

ADAY after Amarinder Singh re-
signed from his post of Punjab
Chief Minister asserting that he
felt “humiliated” by the party
leadership and thatall courses of
action were open to him,
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot said that he hopes Singh
won'’t take any step which could
damage the Congress.

Gehlot, who himself has been
embroiledinaleadership struggle
inthe state with his former deputy
Sachin Pilot, tweeted on Sunday
morning, saying that one should
think beyond himself in favour of
the party and the country.

“l hope that Captain
Amarinder Singh ji will not take
any such step which willdamage
the Congress party. Captain
Sahab has himself said that the

Chief
Minister
Ashok
Gehlot

party had made him the chief
minister for nine and half years.
He has worked to his maximum
capacity and served the public of
Punjab,” said Gehlot.

He added that at times, the
high command has to take deci-
sions for the betterment of the
party on the basis of feedback
taken from MLAs and the public.

“Ialso feel personally, that the
Congress president selects a chief
minister after having to face the
anger of several leaders who are
also part of the chief ministerial
race.Butwhile changing that very
chief minister, out of anger, the de-
cision of the high command is
touted tobe wrong...,” said Gehlot.

Punjab CM-designate Charanjit Singh Channi, with Congress leaders Navjot Singh Sidhu and
Harish Rawat, submits a letter staking claim to the Chief Minister’s post to Governor
Banwarilal Purohit at Raj Bhawan in Chandigarh on Sunday. P11

Dalit groups on Channi: Poll
stunt, Cong wants our votes

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, SEPTEMBER 19

THE CONGRESS move to make
CharanjitSingh Channias Punjab’s
first Dalit Chief Minister did noten-
thuse the Dalit unions which
termed it an election stunt and
said the party was trying tokill two
birds with one stone since he is
bothaDalitas well as a Sikh.

The state has a total of 31.9%
Scheduled Caste populationas per
the 2011 census while 31.3% are
other backward classes (OBCs).
Both sections together form 63.2%
of the total population.

“It is merely an election stunt.
Channi is a Dalit as well as a Sikh.
Punjab will go to polls in another
four-five months and code of con-
duct will be imposed 40 days be-
fore the elections.Sowhatcanthe
new face do? He will just say [ am
anew person, trying to under-
stand things,” said Zora Singh
Nasrali, president of Punjab Khet
Mazdoor Union.

“Our seven mazdoor unions
of Punjab have formed a com-
mon front as village and farm
labourer associations’ Sanjha
Morcha. Our proposed meeting
ison September 23 in CM house
with special secretary to CM and
Lal Singh, Mandi Board chair-
man. So let’s see as who will en-
tertain us now. They may find an
excuse to postpone this meeting
too. All other protests going on
in Punjab will also get stalled for
the time being as the CM has
changed,” Nasrali said.

Tarsem Singh Sewewala, gen-
eral secretary of the same union,
said, “Till the time policies are not
changed, a Dalit CM or a Jat Sikh
CM will not make any difference.
Now we will askthe newly chosen
CM to chair the September 23
meeting with our Sanjha Morcha.
This will be a litmus test for him
and will show how caring he is
about Dalits.”

Bhagwant Samao, president of
Mazdoor Mukti Morcha, Punjab,
said, “Shiromani Akali Dal did an

YSR Congress wins big in zila
and mandal polls in Andhra

f

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, SEPTEMBER 19

THE YSR Congress party Sunday
won the majority of the Zilla
Parishad Territorial Constituencies
(ZPTC) and Mandal Parishad
Territorial Constituencies (MPTC)
in Andhra Pradesh, completing a
clean sweep of victories in elec-
tions atalllevels — Parliamentary,
Assembly, Municipal and
Panchayat — since coming to
power in May 2019.

The counting of votes for
ZPTCand MPTCelections, which
were held in April, was taken up
Sunday. On Thursday, the
Andhra Pradesh High Court
which had directed the State
Election Commission (SEC) not
to announce results following a
petition filed by Opposition par-
ties, had given permission to
count the votes.

Counting was still going on but

M

YS Jagan
Mohan
Reddy

by the evening YSRCP had won
more than 500 of the 660 ZPTCs.
Out of the 10,047 MPTCs, the YS-
RCP won over 8,500. The Telugu
Desam Party, BJP, Congress and
Jana Senawon ata few places.

In Assembly and
Parliamentary elections in April
2019, the YSRCP won 151 out of
the 175 Assembly seats, and 22
out of the 25 Lok Sabha seats.
This March, YSRCP won in all 12
municipal corporations, and 74
of the 75 municipalities and na-
gar panchayats. In panchayat
elections held in February, al-
though it is not fought on party
symbols, YSRCP-backed candi-
dates won 10,536 panchayats
outof 13,081.

Chief Minister Y S Jagan
MohanReddy said that delivering
governance at the doorstep
through the Village and Ward
Secretariats and volunteers sys-
tem, and fulfilling all the promises
made during elections has deliv-
ered the results for the YSRCP.

Outofthe 660ZPTCs, elections
were not held in 8 ZPTCs for mul-
tiple reasons.In 126 ZPTCs, candi-
dates were elected unanimously,
while 11 candidates died while
waiting for results to be declared.
About 2,050 candidates contested
in the remaining 515 ZPTCs.

In 10,047 MPTCs, elections
were not held in 375. The YSRCP
won 2,371 unanimously while
81 candidates died after polls
were held. Results were declared
today for 7,220 MPTCs for which
over 18,700 candidates had con-
tested. YSRCP won 17 of the 19
MPTCs in Kuppam mandal
where N Chandrababu Naidu
has been elected from.

THE BREAK-UP
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alliance with Bahujan Samaj Party
eyeing Dalit vote bank. They also
announced that they will make a
Dalit deputy CM while AAP too
made similarannouncement. BJP,
too, announced that they would
make a Dalit CM. So, Congress has
made a Dalit CM for few months
to settle their internal feud... It is
Dalit votebank rajneeti. If Channi
was soconcerned, did he ever visit
any of the dharnas where Dalits
have been protesting? It hardly
matters to us who the CM is.”

Gurmukh Singh, member of
Zamin Prapati Sangrash
Committee, said, “In 2015, Channi
had visited our village Ghrachon
in Sangrur district where Dalits
were protesting to get their share
of panchayati land for farming on
annual lease. He had assured us
that he will get us land on an an-
nual lease for Rs 5,000 per acre if
Congress forms government. But
when the Congress came to
power, he never spoke on this is-
sue. The reserve price for annual
lease of panchayatiland for farm-
ing purpose starts at not less than
Rs 20,000 per acre. At many
places, it is more than Rs 30,000
peracre...”

UTTARAKHAND

Sunil Jakhar with Punjab
CM-designate Charanjit
Singh Channi. Archive

Pushed out of
race for top post,
Jakhar declines
to be deputy CM

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 19

WITH CONGRESS making it clear
that they may appoint two
deputies for Punjab chief minis-
ter-designate Charanjit Singh
Channij, at least one of the lead-
ers party reached out to for the
post declined the offer.

Former state Congress chief
Sunil Kumar Jakhar, who was in
the reckoning for chief minister's
post, Sunday refused to be ap-
pointed as a deputy CM.

A Congress central observer
had called up Jakhar before the
party announced Channi's
name. Jakhar refused to accept
the offer. Later, another senior
leader from Delhi called him
with the same offer, but Jakhar
did not budge.

The party affairs in-charge for
Punjab Harish Rawat told news
agency ANI that there was “amu-
tual feeling” that there should be
two deputy chief ministers.

Having named a Dalit Sikh as
CM, Congress wants at least one
Hindu leader as deputy. Senior
MLA Brahm Mohindra, a Hindu
face who was the Local Bodies
Minister in Amarinder’s Cabinet,
may be named a deputy CM.

Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa,
who also in the running for CM's
post and was looking after the
jails portfolio may be named the
second deputy CM.

BJP raises harassment row,
AAP welcomes Dalit face

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, CHANDIGARH,
SEPTEMBER 19

IN FIRST reactions to Congress
naming Charanjit Singh Channi
the next Punjab chief minister,
BJP on Sunday raked up a con-
troversy when an IAS officer in
2018 had alleged that he had
sent her an inappropriate text.
While main opposition Aam
Aadmi Party welcomed the ap-
pointment of Channi, a Dalit, to
the top post, the Shiromani Akali
Dal did not issue any statement.
BJP IT department head Amit
Malviya, in a tweet said,
“Congress’s CM pick Charanjit
Channi facesactionina 3-year-old
MeToo case. He had allegedly sent
aninappropriate text toa woman
IAS officer in 2018. It was covered
up but the case resurfaced when
Punjab Women’s Commission
sent notice. Well done, Rahul.”

Kejriwal vows allowance
for unemployed youth

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, SEPTEMBER 19

IN THE run-up to the Assembly
elections in Uttarakhand, Aam
Aadmi Part (AAP) convener
Arvind Kejriwal on Sunday
promised that if his party came
to power in the hill state, it will
provide jobs to every unem-
ployed youth, and unemploy-
ment allowance of Rs 5,000 per
month will be given to one un-
employed youth in every family
until heis provided employment.

Kejriwal made six promises
related to employment to
Uttarakhand during his visit to
Haldwani on Sunday.

Before leading a “Tiranga
Sankalp Yatra”, Kejriwal spoke to
reporters and said the AAP gov-
ernment will ensure that 80 per
cent jobs both in government
and private sectors will be re-

New Delhi

T

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal
during arally in Haldwani,
Uttarakhand on Sunday. P11

served for local youths. He said
1 lakh government jobs will be
created within six months if his
party comes to power.

He said a separate ministry
will be created to work on the is-
sues of employment, prevent
migration of youths and create a
favaourable atmosphere in the
state for those people who want
to return to their native places.

The issue had resurfaced in
May this year when Punjab
Women’s Commission chairper-
son Manisha Gulati threatened to
go on a hunger strike if the state
government failed to apprise her
within a week of its stand on the
“inappropriate text” message al-
legedly sent by Channi, who was
then a minister in the Capt
Amarinder Singh government.
Gulati had said she had writtento
the chief secretary seeking the
government’s action taken report.

The AAP congratulated
Channi on being named new
Punjab CM and said that hopes
that he “will fulfill all the prom-
ises made by the Congress in
2017, as party has not been able
to deliver on a single promise in
the last four-and-a-half years”.

While SAD did not react offi-
cially, party chief Sukhbir Singh
Badal had on Saturday said that
change of guard won'’t save
Congress.

Chhattisgarh
ex-minister
dies by suicide

Raipur: A former minister and
BJP leader from Chhattisgarh's
Rajnandgaon district was said to
have died by suicide on Sunday.

According to the police, BJP
leader Rajinderpal Singh Bhatia
was found hanging at his resi-
dence in Churia on Sunday
evening. “Bhatia lived with his
younger brother and his family. He
was alone in the house on Sunday
and when the family members re-
turned, they found him hanging
from the ceiling fan in his room,”
said a senior officer aware of the
details of the case. “We are ques-
tioning the family members too.”

Bhatia, a three-term MLA
from Khujji in Rajnandgaon was
transport minister in BJP govern-
ment’s first tenure after the state
was formed (2003-2008).
Sources said Bhatia was keeping
unwell and had post-Covid com-
plications. “He had been com-
plaining about his health,” the
officer said. ENS
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CHANNTI’S CHALLENGE

New Punjab CM has four months to revive governance, lead a
divided party to polls. He has high command to thank — and blame

TTOOK FOUR years and eights months for the Congress to figure that Amarinder

Singhis disconnected with the electorate and legislators, that governance in Punjab

is a failure, and that Dalits may need to be empowered by offering high public of-

fice. As early as in 2017, soon after the Congress swept the polls, winning 77 out of
117 seats, 33 legislators had written a letter to Singh demanding action in drugs cases. It
was ignored and later, MLAs began to complain that the CM had become inaccessible
and a course correction was necessary to address public grievances. It is only in the past
five months that the party woke up to the fact that one of the three big states where it runs
a government may be slipping from its hold. With dissenting voices increasing by the
day, the Congress was compelled to look beyond Singh, its tallest leader in Punjab — Singh
resigned on Saturday and on Sunday, the party chose Charanjit Singh Channi as Captain’s
replacement. The burden of winning the elections is now on Channi, who has four months
to prove his leadership credentials.

Channi, 58, will be the first Dalit to be sworn in as CM of Punjab, a state where Dalits
constitute at least 32 per cent of the population. On paper, it is an astute move by the
Congress for he ticks the religion and caste boxes and has experience in government. But
does Channi have the time to recover the ground lost under Singh and win the trust of the
public? The Congress had won the 2017 elections with a host of promises. It had prom-
ised toinvestigate allegations of corruption under the previous Badal regime, take action
in the sacrilege issue, end illegal sand mining, crack down on the drug mafia and so on.
The crises in industry, education, agriculture called for state intervention, which the
Congress had outlined during the 2017 campaign. The Singh government ignored these
concerns despite frustrated legislators frequently flagging them to the party leadership.
The high command, perhaps intimidated by Singh'’s stature and refusal to play ball, pre-
ferred to kick the can down the road to the state leadership, which was even less inclined
to call the CM to account. Clearly, the internal checks and balances of the party had failed
in gauging the crisis. The high command, instead of calling its CM's attention to the gov-
ernance crisis, sought to undermine his leadership by appointing Navjot Singh Sidhu,
who had fallen out with Singh, as party chief. Channi now has to put the government
back on the rails and find backing from a faction-ridden party with ambitious leaders.

Singh has said that he feels humiliated by the Congress decision and would keep his op-
tions open. He hasin the past rebelled against the party, joined the Akali Dal, and even floated
his own outfit. Twice CM, Singh is no pushover: He has influence among legislators and within
the party. The challenge for the Congress in Punjab has got more complicated than before.

HUNTINGTON’S GHOST

Ashared secular interest in keeping India down is driving China-
Pakistan alliance — not a convergence of Confucianism and Islam

NALECTURE last week, the chief of defence staff, General Bipin Rawat, touched upon
the idea of “clash of civilisations”, propounded at the end of the Cold War three
decades ago by American political scientist, Samuel Huntington. Clash of civilisati-
ons was certainly not the main focus of Rawat's speech. It was about India’s defence
reforms that have acquired a new urgency under the NDA government. The reference to
the idea was in his opening remarks about the geopolitical imperatives of India’s defence
reform. Given the massive political and religious baggage associated with the idea, it inevit-
ably drew attention athome and abroad. Rawat was not making the claim himself but point-
ing to Huntington’s thesis on the inevitable confluence of Confucian and Islamic interests.

What is said in Delhi does not stay in Delhi these days. It travels quickly and is easily
distorted. The media headlines on Rawat’s speech in India, unsurprisingly, drew attention
in Beijing and it reportedly came up in the Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi’s conversa-
tion with India’s external affairs minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar when they met on
the margins of aregional summit in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. Jaishankar affirmed that “India
does not subscribe to any clash of civilisations theory”. Although the controversy seems
rooted in a misperception of what Rawat had said, it is a reminder to officials in high po-
sitions not to wade into grand theologies about how the world works. It is one thing to dis-
cuss these ideas in universities and think-tanks and entirely another for policymakers to
throw them around casually. Huntington argued that after the collapse of communism,
the main international contradiction will be between different religious identities rather
than nation-states. Although religious identity has indeed gained ground across differ-
ent geographies, it has by no means become the main locus of international conflict. On
the contrary religion has become a divisive force. In West Asia, the resurgence of Islamist
ideology has only sharpened conflict among, and within, various Muslim societies. In the
last few years, we have seen more Islamic countries make up with Israel, rather than em-
bark on a final confrontation with the Jewish state in Israel.

India’s military planners are right to focus on the two-front military problem that it
confronts with China and Pakistan. But what brings China and Pakistan together is not
some grand convergence between Confucianism and Islam, but a shared secular inter-
est in keeping India down. China’s influence in West Asia is certainly growing as Rawat
noted. But that is true of every region in the world — from Europe to the South Pacific,
and from Affica to the Arctic. That is a consequence of China’s economic and military
weight, and not the power of its civilisation.

FREEZE FRAME E P Unny

City to recover

Covid reinforces that good urbanisation is our most

powerful technology for poverty reduction

MANISH SABHARWAL AND RAJIV MEHRISHI

NOBEL LAUREATE PAUL Romer describes
technology as a different recipe rather than
more cooks in the kitchen. Using his framing,
cities are a technology for poverty reduction;
New York City’s GDP equals that of Russia with
6 per cent of the people and 0.00005 per cent
of theland. Covid has catalysed a naive or hyp-
ocritical romanticism of villages that believes
cities are undesirable technology because of
their hostility to migrants, infection hotspot
tendency, and diminished centrality to the fu-
ture of work due to digitisation. We disagree:
Covid is an opportunity to catalyse good ur-
banisation by empowering our cities with
more power and funds.

The post-Covid debate of cities as “desir-
able or undesirable” technology mirrors a
1960s debate about food chronicled in the
wonderful book The Wizard and the Prophet
by Charles Mann. Norman Borlaug — the wiz-
ard — is a Nobel-winning scientist who be-
lieved science and technology will overcome
challenges and he kickstarted the agricultural
Green Revolution. William Vogt — the prophet
— believed that prosperity would lead hu-
mans to ruin without cutting back and he kick-
started the environment movement. One says
innovate; the other says retreat. But cutting
back on urbanisation would hurt the three
transitions — farm to non-farm, informal to
formal, and school to work — that are raising
per capitaincomes. India’s problem is not land
(if we had Singapore’s density all our people
couldfitinto Kerala),labour or capital (we are
the world’s largest receiver of diaspora remit-
tances and FDI). Our challenge is the produc-
tivity upside of good urbanisation. And if 50
per cent of our population in rural areas gen-
erate only 18 per cent of the GDP, they are con-
demned to poverty.

Urbanisation gets a bad name in rich and
poor countries because megacities — 10 mil-
lion-plus populations —are unpleasant places
tolive for people who are notrich or powerful.
Twenty-six of the world’s 33 megacities are
indeveloping countries because their rural ar-
easlackrule of law, infrastructure and produc-
tive commerce. Migrants that left our cities
during the first lockdown last year are back
because they were not running towards cities,
but running away from sub-scale economic

Good urbanisation is also
crucial to delivering
economic justice for women,
children and Dalits. Poor
quality urbanisation has
meant men-only migration,
leaving the women with all
the hard labour of farm
work, raising the children,
and looking after in-laws,
while having virtually no
recourse to health services,
or to even emotional support
of the spouse. Village
children going to abysmal-
quality government schools
without bilingual
possibilities places them at a
disadvantage in English-
dominated entrance tests for
professional courses and
civil services.

wastelands — estimates suggest that 2 lakh of
our 6 lakh villages have less than 200 people.
But there is no denying that even our non-
megacities have inadequate planning, non-
scalable infrastructure, unaffordable housing,
and poor public transport.

Megacities are not cursed. Tokyo has a
third of Japan’s population but planning and
investments have ensured that essential
workers like teachers, nurses, and policemen
don’t commute two hours. The most insight-
ful metric for city quality came from Italian
physicist Cesare Marchetti who suggests that
30 minutes has been the most acceptable —
or shall we say civilised — commute through
history (even as the method changed from
walking to horses to bicycles to trains to cars).
The Marchetti constant is almost impossible
in Bengaluru where taxi and auto speeds av-
erage 8 km/hour.

The golden rule in government is those
with the gold rule; the annual spend of our
central government is about Rs 34 lakh crore
and of 28 state governments is about Rs 40
lakh crore. But the 15th Finance Commission
estimates our 2.5 lakh plus local government
bodies only spend Rs 3.7 lakh crore annually.
This apartheid has many reasons. First is
power; local government is curtailed by state
government departments in water, power,
schools, healthcare, etc (property tax collecti-
onwould be 100 per cent if municipal bodies
supplied water). The second is independence
— only 13 per cent and 44 per cent of the
budget of rural and urban bodies was raised
themselves. The third is structure — a Union
ministry controlling finance and governance
of the states would be unacceptable at the
Centre but the Department of Local Self
Government in the states has almost unlim-
ited powers (suspension/removal of mayors
and other elected representatives or super-
cession of elected local bodies is almost rou-
tine in most states). Fourth, having separate
central rural and urban ministries distorts pol-
icy. Finally, the lack of power and resources
sets off a vicious cycle of decline because am-
bitious and talented individuals aren’t attra-
cted tocity leadership. But most Chinese pre-
miers since 1978 apprenticed as mayors just
like Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel, Rajendra

Prasad and Chittaranjan Das did in 1924.

India’s local government challenge reflects
what historians call path dependence; unlike
others, our democracy didn’t evolve bottom-
up withlocal governmentrolling up into state
governments that came together as a nation.
India inherited a nationally centralised struc-
ture (amust for a colonial power)and princely
states (with legitimacy, structures and re-
sources) got strong powers in the constitution.
Consequently, empowering local govern-
ments has been seen as a “favour” that in-
volves “sacrifice”, and city leadership s either
unelected with power (bureaucrats)orelected
with limited power and unreasonable condi-
tions (candidates are only eligible for one term
in 30 years because of the six-category reser-
vation-by-rotation policy for SC man, SC
woman, ST man, ST woman, General man,
General woman).

Good urbanisation is also crucial to deliv-
ering economic justice for women, children
and Dalits. Poor quality urbanisation has
meant men-only migration, leaving the
women with all the hard labour of farm work,
raising the children, and looking after in-laws,
while having virtually no recourse to health
services, or to even emotional support of the
spouse. Village children going to abysmal-
quality government schools without bilingual
possibilities places them at a disadvantage in
English-dominated entrance tests for profes-
sional courses and civil services. Though not
great by any standards, the quality of both
healthcare and education in cities remains
better than villages by miles. Most painfully,
Dalits in villages are often denied the dignity
that urban anonymity provides.

Good urbanisation — getting power and
funds to cities — needs chief ministers to sac-
rifice self-interest. Their reward will be undy-
ing duas of millions waiting for high-quality
jobs and opportunities. India is lucky that
Norman Borlaug prevailed over William Vogt
in the food technology debate. As the post-
Covid urbanisation debate gains momentum,
we hope the wizards will again prevail over
the prophets.

Sabharwalis vice-chairman, Teamlease
Services; and Mehrishiis a former civil servant

AN INSECURE NATIONALISM

Partition Day signals idea of India uncomfortable with history’s complexities

MILIND MURUGKAR

THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT August 14
would be the day to remember the horrors of
Partition is a manifestation of a new idea of
India. This India believes in reliving historical
wounds rather than getting over them.

Despite the already evident horrors of
Partition, India celebrated its first
Independence Day with high hopes. That
India believed in a clear separation between
religious identities and ouridentity as Indians.
This view acknowledged the legacy of ouran-
cient civilisation and also recognised that peo-
ple of all religious identities participated in the
freedom movement that led to the modern
Indian state.

This doesn’t mean that this idea of India
was rooted in a naive understanding of the
Hindu-Muslim relationship. It was aware of
the complexity of this relationship — beauti-
ful syncretism existing cheek-by-jowl with
extreme conflicts and prejudices. However,
without carrying the burden of history, it en-
visioned a modern India based on the value
of individual dignity as enshrined in the
Constitution, emphasising cultural conver-
gence despite the tensions. In this view, mod-
ern India was not just a country that used
modern science and technology. It was to be
anIndia where everyone had the same inher-
ent dignity regardless of her religion or any
other identity.

Itwasan audacious dream fora country just
partitioned along religious lines. In the past

Despite the already evident
horrors of Partition, India
celebrated its first
Independence Day with high
hopes. It believed in a clear
separation between religious
identities and our identity as
Indians. This doesn’t mean
that this idea of India was
rooted in a naive
understanding of the Hindu-
Muslim relationship. It was
aware of the complexity of
this relationship — beautiful
syncretism existing cheek-
by-jowl with extreme
conflicts and prejudices.

decades, this dream survived several jolts. But
inrecent times, it has been virtually shattered.
The nationalism borne out of the Independence
movement,and theidea of India it championed,
isnow onthe verge of political defeat. Since the
regime change in 2014, the process has inten-
sified. Today, a new idea of India is casting its
spell on the majority community.

The question is: Can this India ever be free?
Thisis alegitimate apprehension becauseitis
built upon shaky foundations.

The cultural nationalism of the RSS-BJP
that forms the basis of this idea of India seeks
itsroots in medieval times when India was not
a nation-state. Therefore, for this version of
nationalism, Christianity and Islam and the
accompanying cultures and lifestyles have
come from “outside” — hence, they are for-
eign. Conflicts in medieval history are at the
heart of this nationalism.

Where there is controversy about exactly
what happened even in recent history, it is
very difficult to talk with certainty about me-
dieval history. And, how complicated is that
history where the military constantly shifted
its loyalty from one king to the other. This
leaves scope for constructing history prima-
rily based on one’s political ideology.

Just as Marxist historians look at every-
thing through the lens of class, people influ-
enced by the Sangh-BJP’s cultural nationalism
tell us how cruel every Muslim king was. They
do so by selectively imposing today’s value

system on the medieval past.

OnceIslam and Islamic culture are consid-
ered “external”, their every signis a sign of the
victory of these “foreigners” over the Hindus.
Gandhi-Nehru-Patel’s idea of India never felt
the need to change the name Aligarh to
Harigarh. But this new idea of India can never
be secure and open.

Muslims have been part of this country for
hundreds of years. And the fact that the im-
pact of Islamic culture will remain in all
spheres of Indian life will always vex the
Sangh-BJP. No matter how much and how
long the BJP-RSS enjoy political power, even
under aleadership similar to the present one,
this nationalism will remain entrenched in
medieval history and will continue to suffer
the pain of an imagined medieval “defeat”.

Any form of nationalism bears the danger
of becoming hostile to democratic principles.
But a theoretically constructive possibility of
nationalism is that it can also be useful for
building social cohesion and brotherhood. But
the Sangh-BJP’s cultural nationalismis intrin-
sically incapable of doing this.

This India cannot be at peace with itself.
By announcing the Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day, the Prime Minister
has shackled it all the more with the chains
of history.

Murugkarwrites on economic
and social issues
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PM ON NUCLEAR TESTS

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi has said
that India would carry out Pokharan-type
nuclear tests if necessary but would not
manufacture the atomic bomb even if
Pakistan did so. Mrs Gandhi emphasised
that India was developing nuclear capac-
ity solely for developmental purposes. She
spelt out India’s nuclear policy in an inter-
view to a correspondent of the Age maga-
zine in Australia. Asked how long it would
take India to change from nuclear energy
for peaceful purposes to developing a
bomb should the need arise, the PM said
that this was a question that scientists
would be able to answer. She said that
India had to consider what was the real
danger before it, that type of war or more

conventional warfare. Referring to
Pakistan’s proposal for immediate talks for
mutual non-use of force, Mrs Gandhi said
India had been repeatedly making the of-
fer of a “no-war agreement” to Pakistan.

ANTULAY’S FATE

THE FATE OF Maharashtra Chief Minister AR
Antulay remained undecided till late on the
night of September 19 despite the fact that
Mrs Indira Gandhi had received the report of
her emissary, External Affairs Minister PV
Narasimha Rao. After her meeting with Rao,
Mrs Gandhi summoned some of her minis-
ters including Home Minister Giani Zail
Singh, Industry and Labour Minister N D
Tiwari and the Petroleum Minister P C Sethi.

New Delhi

Meanwhile, N M Tikde, Maharashtra labour
minister, came to Delhi and went back to
Bombay. During his brief stay, he met S B
Chavan, Union Planning Minister.

VIOLENCE IN BARODA

AT LEAST THREE people were killed in a
fresh wave of violence in Baroda on
September 19. They were stabbed to death
in assaults at dawn near the Wadi veg-
etable market, Bharati High School in
Buranpura and Jayratna building. District
magistrate Ashok Chawla said that the sit-
uation in the city did not require calling for
help from the army or requisitioning addi-
tional police force. Over 170 persons have
been rounded up as a preventive measure.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“If New Zealand can be spooked by what has since then emerged to be a routine

threat advisory by Rawalpindi’s IG P

when it sends teams for tours abroad.”

olice, the PCB should harden its stance
—DAWN

The Mandal-Mandir equation

BJP’s growing investment in caste politics is reflected in the composition of the Modi cabinet and stance
on OBCreservation. Its challenge is to balance caste aspirations and its core Hindutva appeal

 ;
CHRISTOPHE JAFFRELOT
AND PRANNV DHAWAN

THE GROWING INTEREST of the Modi gov-
ernment in reservations for OBCs — as evi-
dent from its defence of the 127th amend-
ment analysed in our last op-ed — is
somewhat counterintuitive. After all, the
Sangh Parivar considered caste-based pos-
itive discrimination detrimental to the na-
tion’s progress as it was implemented at the
expense of merit. Its opposition to quota
policies and politics was most obvious when
V P Singh announced the introduction of a
27 per cent quota for OBCs, as recom-
mended by the Mandal Commission. One
editorialist even wrote in The Organiser: “The
havoc the politics of reservation is playing
with the social fabric is unimaginable. It pro-
vides a premium for mediocrity, encourages
brain drain and sharpens caste divide.”
However, by defending merit, The Organiser
was also defending upper castes, to whom
reservations posed a clear threat. Another
columnist, for instance, wrote of “an urgent
need to build up moral and spiritual forces
to counter any fallout from an expected
Shudra revolution”.

To counter this revolution — in other
words, to orchestrate a counter-revolution
— Hindutva, and more precisely the mobil-
isation in favour of the (re-)building of the
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya, was chosen as a
trump card — as evident from the launch of
LK Advani’s rath yatra soon after VP Singh’s
announcement. This strategy was rather ef-
fective. The Hindutva repertoire helped the
BJP promote religious identity (and commu-
nal polarisation) at the expense of a sense of
caste belonging.

But the Ram Mandir battle has been won
in the court and may, therefore, lose some
of its mobilisation power. Caste plays such
apervasive role in society that the Modi gov-
ernment obviously cannot neglect it, espe-
cially in respect of OBCs, who represent
more than 50 per cent of the voters.

The BJP, in spite of its rejection of caste
politics, never fully ignored it and the Modi
government, despite introducing a 10 per
cent quota for the economically weaker sec-
tions, is no exception. The party has proba-
bly never invested so much in OBC politics
under Narendra Modi since K N
Govindacharya’s defence of “social engi-
neering”. Modi's election campaigns in 2014
and 2019 are cases in point, when he em-
phasised his plebeian background while
campaigning in Bihar and UP in particular.
In Kannauj, in April 2019, he emphasised
that his family belonged to a “most back-
ward caste”.

But BJP focuses only on some OBC jatis.
In UP, the party has turned mostly to non-
Yadav OBCs to cash in on the resentment of
these castes vis-a-vis the Yadavs, whom they
often see as dominant, either because of
their long association with the SP (which
governed the state three times after the
Mandal movement) or because of their ca-
pacity to corner reservations. Whereas 27
per cent of the SP candidates were Yadavs
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in 2019, according to the data set SPINPER
initiated by TCPD (Ashoka University) and
CERI (Sciences Po/CNRS), Yadavs repre-
sented only 1.3 per cent of the candidates of
the BJP which, on the contrary, gave tickets
to 7.7 per cent Kurmis and 16.7 per cent
“other OBCs,” who often came from small
caste groups. This strategy translated into
votes, according to the Lokniti-CSDS: While
60 per cent of the Yadavs voted for the SP-
BSPalliance, 72 per cent of the “other OBCs”
supported the BJP, showing that the OBC mi-
lieu was now polarised alongjati lines, irre-
spective of class. Indeed, “poor” Yadavs and
“rich” Yadavs voted for the SP-BSP alliance
in the same proportions — but that was not
sufficient. For the first time in the history of
independent India, “lower OBCs” had more
MPs than “upper OBCs”, not only in UP, but
in the whole of India.

The recent ministerial reshuffle of
Modi’s government followed the same
logic. The BJP emphasised that never before
had OBCs, SCs and STs been so well repre-
sented in the country’s executive, as after
36 new faces were inducted, 47 ministers
and MoS now belonged to these categories.
Certainly, the overall presence of upper
castes in the council has come down from
47 per centin 2019 to 32.5 per cent, but up-
per castes are still in a majority among the
Cabinet ministers. They occupy 16 out of the
31 cabinet berths — controlling portfolios
such as home, defence, finance, external af-
fairs, etc. There are many Brahmins (6),
Rajputs (4), Vaishyas (2), Khatris (2),
Bhumihar (1) and Kanait (1). Besides these,
dominant intermediate castes like
Marathas (2), Patels (2) and Reddys (1) have
secured token representation in the Cabinet
leaving only two, three and five berths re-
spectively for SCs, STs and OBCs. Secondly,
among the OBCs, there are only two Yadavs;
and, among the SCs, one Jatav, a group asso-
ciated with the BSPin UP. In fact, the profile
of the seven leaders from UP inducted in
August is very revealing: One was Brahmin,
two Kurmis, one Gaderia, one Lodh, one
Kori and one Pasi — no Yadavs or Jatavs.

The profile of the BJP candidates for next

The BJP emphasised that
never before had OBCs, SCs
and STs been so well
represented in the country’s
executive, as after 36 new
faces were inducted, 47
Union ministers and MoS
now belonged to these
categories. Certainly, the
overall presence of upper
castes in the council has
come down from 47 per cent
in 2019 to 32.5 per cent, but
upper castes are still in a
majority among the Cabinet
ministers. They occupy 16
out of the 31 cabinet berths
— controlling portfolios
such as home, defence,
finance, external affairs, etc.
There are many Brahmins
(6), Rajputs (4), Vaishyas
(2), Khatris (2), Bhumihar
(1) and Kanait (1).

CR Sasikumar

year’s UP election should reconfirm this
strategy which shows that, in fact, the party
never lost sight of caste politics, even vis-a-
vis the state, where the temple issue is sup-
posed to make the larger impact. But will it
workin 2022 like in 2017? While these elec-
torally motivated attempts at superficial in-
clusion can improve the BJP’s prospects, the
denial of the CM post to Keshav Prasad
Maurya is fresh in people’s memory. The
anxiety of these communities is exacerbated
by the fact that the social justice commis-
sion’s report on sub-classification has not yet
been implemented, even as there are wide-
spread protests against the improper imple-
mentation of quotas in public recruitment.

A new variable needs to be factored in:
The demand for a caste census that is unit-
ing different caste groups and parties, in-
cluding the JD(U) and the R]D. This unity
may be very shallow, but the Mandal mo-
ment was also very ephemeral — and still
had lasting effects. BJP’s OBC MPs from the
Hindi heartland like Sanghamitra Maurya
and Sushil Kumar Modi have gone beyond
the BJP’s official stance to demand the caste
census. The latter was instrumental in tak-
ing the all-party delegation from Bihar to
meet the PM.

Atthe same time, BJP’s upper-caste lead-
ership appears to resent the party’s recent
overtures to OBCs. After the passage of the
127th Amendment, they raised the pitch for
establishing a “Savarna Aayog” to look into
the grievances and complaints of the
Savarna castes in BJP-ruled MP and HP.

These incipient signs of struggle within
Hindutva’s social alliance alert to the fact that
BJP's key challenge, amidst the crucial battle
for UP, remains this: How to adequately mol-
lify the aspirational OBCs’ claims for politi-
cal power without dismantling the social oli-
garchy that forms its core support base.

Jaffrelot is senior research fellow at CERI-
Sciences Po/CNRS, Paris and professor of
Indian Politics and Sociology at King’s India
Institute, London ; Dhawan is a student of
National Law School of India

University, Bengaluru

A hollow act

Under the CAA, refugees are ineligible for protection unless they are already in India

OMPRAKASH MISHRA

BJP PRESIDENT ] P Nadda was joined by Union
cabinet minister, Hardeep Singh Puri, in show-
ering praise on the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2019. The occasion was the evacuation of
stranded Indians in Afghanistan against the
backdrop of the Taliban’s ascendance to power
in Kabul. With the help of the American forces
stationed at the Kabul airport, the government
of India could successfully evacuate a good
number of its nationals. No less important was
the evacuation of some Afghan nationals from
the Hindu and Sikh minority communities in
that country. Unfortunately, we see motivated
propaganda to claim how their evacuation at-
tests to the justification for the CAA. Thereis no
way that these people would be given Indian
nationality under the CAA. After all, the provi-
sions of the Act are meant for those who have
been in India since before December 2014. The
CAA was never meant to help asylum seekers
and protect persecuted people. Moreover, the
government hasbeen unable to frame rules for
the implementation of the much-touted CAA
despite the passage of 20 months. Also, thereis
absolute silence on the constitutionality of the
CAA from our judiciary.

In the absence of refugee-specific legisla-
tion, the reception, admittance and treatment of
refugees in India is conditioned by ad hoc poli-
cies adopted by the government to deal with
specific circumstances. Thus, among several
communities, we have hosted Tibetans, Tamil
refugees from Sri Lanka, persecuted Chin and
Afghan refugees and the minority Chakmas

from the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT).Indiahad
received worldwide admiration forits singular
support to the huge numbers of people fleeing
violence and persecution from then East
Pakistanin 1970-71. The decision toamend the
Citizenship Act, 1955, was initially thought by
unsuspecting people to be benevolent. It was
supposed to be the right step, consistent with
broad Indian traditions and practices to stand
up for persecuted people. However, it wasmade
clear by the government that it does not pro-
pose any changes that are consistent with the
understanding and interpretation of the term
“persecution”. Rather, a discrimination-filled
and narrow interpretation of persecution has
found itsway intoalegislative Act, in direct con-
travention of the provisions on equality in the
Indian Constitution.

The government has attempted to deflect
criticismover the discriminatory CAA by argu-
ing thatitis aboutinclusion. Persecuted minor-
ity communities — Hindus, Buddhists,
Christians, Sikhs, Jains and Parsis — from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan would
getnecessary protection. The government has
reasoned that since the three countries named
are dominated by Muslims, it would not be nec-
essary to consider Muslims as being persecuted
in these countries. This interpretation of per-
secution has no parallel in the civilised world.
The term persecution stands in complete har-
mony with the understanding of non-discrim-
ination. The definition of arefugee in Article 1A
(2) of the United Nations Convention on the

Status of Refugees, 1951, involves people who
are unable to avail the protection of the state of
which they are nationals and are forced to flee
outside their countries’ borders due toa “well-
founded fear of persecution” based on their
“race, religion, nationality, membership of a
particular social group or political opinion”. In
fact, the worldwide refugee protection princi-
ple is premised on non-discrimination and,
therefore, any rudimentary understanding of
international law militates against a piece of
legislation that prioritises discrimination
amongst people based on religious persuasion
inits definition for “persecution”.

The government also claimed that the CAA
is about conferring citizenship. It does not in-
tend to take away citizenship from Indian na-
tionals. However, it would be difficult to find a
precedent for a national legislative measure at-
tempting toaccord sanctuary and protection to
aclass of people retrospectively. A policy for per-
secuted people from foreign countriesis invari-
ably for the intended beneficiaries who need
protection. Under the CAA, no one is eligible to
be accorded protection unless they are already
here in the country. For example, a group of
Hindus from Bangladesh or Christians from
Pakistan or Sikhs from Afghanistan would not
get any protection from the CAA should they
reach India and seek its protection. The ques-
tion of refuge and protection for persecuted mi-
norities, such as the Rohingyas from Myanmar
or the Hazaras from Afghanistan, or asylum
seekers from different other countries on the

ground of “well-founded fear of persecution”
does not arise at all. In short, the protection of
persecuted minorities even from any of the
three named countries in the CAA is not per-
missible. In consequence, the CAA does not af-
ford protection to refugees but, rather, itisale-
gal instrument to deny asylum and protection
even to its intended beneficiaries — the six
named minority communities from three
named countries were they to cross over to India
today or tomorrow.

This does not mean that the absence of a
legislative framework denies protection toasy-
lum seekers. They may very well be the benefi-
ciaries of such protection. They may receive asy-
lum and, subject to the fulfillment of certain
conditions, may be conferred citizenshipin due
course by the government. The government has
allthe power in this respectinits capacity asthe
executive authority of a sovereign state. This
power with the government, however, is not
born out of the CAA but has been its preroga-
tive since the inauguration of constitutional
democracy inIndia. Thisis exactly what the gov-
ernment can do and a step in this direction
would be to grant visas to Afghan nationals for
an extended stay in the country — for all those
who have been living in the country for the past
many years as well as for the few hundred
Hindu and Sikh minority nationals who have
justarrived.

The writer is professor of international relations,
Jadavpur University; and TMICspokesperson

Unblock the system

Issue of appointments to tribunals must be
addressed to speed up insolvency resolution,
restore confidence of creditors

CHITRANSHUL SINHA

WHILE HEARING A challenge to the
Tribunal Reforms Act, 2021, the Supreme
Court came down heavily on the govern-
ment of India. A bench headed by Chief
Justice of India (CJI) N V Ramana observed
that National Company Law Tribunals
(NCLT), and the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) are hamstrung
by vacancies not being filled on time.

The government has lauded the role of
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016
(IBC), for improving India’s ranking on the
“Ease of Doing Business” index over the last
couple of years. However, the SC's obser-
vation is spot-on as vacancies in the tri-
bunals have slowed down insolvency res-
olution due to the huge pendency of cases.
When the SC made its observations, the
NCLT had only 30 members against a total
strength of 63. The NCLAT had a sanctioned
strength of a chairperson plus 11 members
but its functioning strength was of eight
members. Both the NCLT and NCLAT have
been without chairpersons for six and nine
months respectively. On September 11, the
government appointed 18 more members
to the NCLT — 8 judicial and 10 technical.
The same day, the NCLAT got another act-
ing chairperson with the retirement of the
lastincumbent.

These vacancies are concerning because
as of May 31, 13,170 insolvency petitions
were pending before benches of the NCLT.
Ofthese, 2,785 petitions have been filed by
financial creditors and 5,973 by operational
creditors. More than 70 per cent of petitions
were pending adjudication for over six
months as of May 31. While the number of
petitions filed by operational creditors is
likely to reduce because of the increase in
default threshold from Rs 1 lakh toRs 1
crore, petitions by financial creditors are
only likely torise now that the moratorium
on filing fresh petitions has been lifted by
the government.

As far as the NCLAT is concerned, 1,000
appeals under the IBC were pending adju-
dication as on May 31. While the IBC was
enacted with an object of time-bound res-
olution of debts, pendency of appeals in
cases where corporate insolvency resolu-
tion process (CIRP) has been commenced
against companies only delays the final res-
olution to much beyond the ideal period of
abouta year.

The IBC created an institution called
aninformation utility to be the repository
of information on debts and defaults in
India. The sole utility in India at present is
the National E-Governance Services Ltd.
(NeSL). According to the evidence pro-
vided by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
to the Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Finance in August, NeSL data as of May
31 shows that the number of debtors in
India stood at 93.02 lakh. The amount of

underlying debt is Rs 136 lakh crore.
While NeSL has issued 41,094 default cer-
tificates, the number of defaults is likely
to be much higher as not all creditors re-
port debts and defaults to NeSL as it is not
mandatory to file default certificates is-
sued by it with the NCLT while filing peti-
tions to commence CIRP.

While financial creditors are facing crit-
icism for taking haircuts as high as 90 per
cent against their claims, resolution appli-
cants take a higher risk if the process is un-
certainand if there is no fixed time for trans-
fer of control of a corporate debtor to the
successful applicant. Alonger approval pe-
riod would entail greater value erosion of a
corporate debtor which would be an unat-
tractive proposition for any prospective res-
olution applicant. This uncertainty can be
cured by a faster approval process by the
NCLTs by the creation of more benches and
filling up of current vacancies.

The standing committee on finance
noted that a high number of NCLT judg-
ments gets overturned on appeal, un-
derlining the dearth in expertise and
training of members. Therefore, while
filling up vacancies, the members be-
ing appointed must have sufficient do-
main expertise.

The Indian economy is recovering
from the adverse effects of the Covid-19
pandemic. During the downturn, finan-
cial institutions and banks have suffered
higher defaults than usual, impacting the
robustness of the system. Lending has de-
creased during this time and can only be
encouraged now by shoring up the mech-
anism under the IBC to inspire confidence
in creditors.

The SChad granted time to the govern-
ment till September 13 to take substantial
steps in this regard, which was partially
complied with by appointing 18 members.
The government, however, failed to avoid
embarrassment as on September 15, the CJI
expressed his anger at the appointment
process which had ignored candidates rec-
ommended by the selection committee. In
response to the court’s admonition, the
Attorney General assured that the appoint-
ments will be reconsidered within two
weeks. Thus, the vacancy in NCLT is now
backat 33.

Tounderline the gravity of the situation,
on September 16, the SC came down heav-
ily on the government for premature termi-
nation of the tenure of the acting chairper-
son of the NCLAT and threatened to stay the
Tribunal Reforms Act,2021. The government
conceded to allow the chairperson to con-
tinue till September 20 to enable him to pro-
nounce the judgments he was writingwhen
his tenure was terminated arbitrarily.

Unless the government now addresses
the SC's concerns, there is a real risk of the
court taking matters into its own hands by
making appointments itself, or by taking
harsher steps like transferring jurisdiction
under the IBC to high courts. One hopes
that the situation is resolved quickly to
make strict time-bound insolvency reso-
lutions a reality.

The writer is an advocate on record,
Supreme Court and partner, Dua Associates

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SAFEGUARD RIGHTS

THISREFERS TO the article ‘The partisan
state’ (IE, September 18). The recent
spate of income tax raids and incarcera-
tions points to a disquieting trend of sup-
pressing minorities and dissenters.
Sharp distinctions between the major-
ity on the one hand and dissenters and
protesters on the other, have been no-
ticed in many instances. In response to
any criticism on the nature of Indian
democracy, the state has paradoxically
strengthened its repression. The judici-
ary must step in to safeguard citizens’
rights and render justice.

Ila Railkar, Mumbai

SELECTORS’ CALL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Perfect
stroke’ (IE, September 18). Virat Kohli’s
move was notentirely a surprise but what
remains exciting is that he has not relin-
quished captaincy in ODIs. Perhaps the
2023 ICC World Cup in India is too mas-
sive abrand for Kohli to ignore. Captaincy
is usually split between red-ball and
white-ball cricket but with Kohli prefer-
ring this choice of both Test and ODI lead-
ership, he is only leaving the crumbs for
the imminent captain in T20s. But that
will happen only if Kohli decides to re-
main a pure batsman or the selectors in-
tervene. No individual should be given
liberty to step down of his own choice ex-
cept in case of highly personal reasons
and only selectors should decide on who
should be the captain.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

RETHINK NMP

THIS REFERS TO the article ‘Assets and li-
abilities’ (IE, September 18). The NDA gov-
ernment considers itself infallible. Instead

of admitting to its mistakes, it goes on jus-
tifying them, even more. Its decision to
monetise the nation’s assets seems to
have resulted more fromits own acute fi-
nancial compulsions than any other plau-
sible reason. According to even neutral
economists, this unexpected monetisa-
tion will render thousands of people job-
less. The writer is right that if the private
sector is indeed capable of exploiting the
public infrastructure assets profitably,
then leasing out to it only the worst per-
forming infrastructure assets will be a
useful option.

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

IMPERFECT PICTURE

THIS REFERS TO the article ‘The mandate
and the mission’ (IE, September 17). The
author has very skilfully photoshopped to
the foreground a few bright spots and has
coloured in bright hues certain black spots.
Thanks to him for pulling the wool over
oureyesand leading us to the bliss of igno-
rance by totally blocking out the black
paint spiltall over.

Pritam Singh, Jaipur

COMPLEX PROCESS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Debt
weight' (IE, September, 18). The concept
of NARCL is a welcome step in the cur-
rent scenario but its implementation
seems complex. Although resolution un-
derIBCis atimebound process and hair-
cuts are very high (to some sectors es-
pecially), its performance is very poor.
Credit delivery and monitoring are the
root cause of the problem and need ur-
gent attention. We need some time to
testand adopt the concept of NARCL for
its smooth functioning.

Love Kumar Lalwani, Mehsana

New Delhi
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UTTAR PRADESH
NEET racket
mastermind
identified: police

Lucknow: A week after
Varanasi police busted a
NEET racketand arrested a
BDS studentof BHU and an
MBBS student of the King
George Medical University
for their involvement in
the racket, the senior po-
lice officials on Sunday
claimed to have identified
the mastermind of the
racket that was workingin
at least four states. The
man, earlier knownby the
alias of PK, is identified as
Patna resident Neelesh
Singh and is absconding.
“The person reportedly
fled on September 14
along with his family
members,” said Varanasi
Police Commissioner A
Satish Ganesh. ENS

CHHATTISGARH
9 of afamily
killed inroad
accident

Raipur: Nine people from
the same family died in a
road accident in Konda-
gaon district on Sunday;,
police said. They were trav-
elling in an autorickshaw
that collided with an SUV
near Borgaon turn under
Farasgaon Police Station
limits. More than 10 peo-
ple were in the autorick-
shaw and were returning
totheir native Pande-aath-
gaon after attending a fu-
neral, an official said. ENS

WEST BENGAL

Chit fund probe:
Bhunia gets CBI
summons

Kolkata: The CBlonSunday
summoned West Bengal
minister Manas Bhunia for
questioning in connection
with its probe in the ICore
Chit Fund case. Bhunia has
been told to appear at the
CBIoffice at 11 amMonday.
The summons came a
week after the agency

questioned his ministerial
colleague Partha
Chatterjee. ENS

BIDDING BAPPA GOODBYE

The Lalbaugcha Raja Ganesh idol is taken for immersion in Mumbai. A total of 19,779 idols of Lord Ganesh and Goddess Gauri
were immersed till 9pm on Sunday in various water bodies in Mumbai as curtains came down on the 10-day Ganpati festival.
The festival was held amid various restrictions imposed for the second year in a row in the wake of the pandemic. This year,
the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) set up artificial lakes at 173 locations in the city, as well as idol collection
centres and mobile immersion sites at various places to avoid crowding, a BMC official said.Ganesh Shirsekar

3 held for threat to BJP leaders: ‘Didn’t
spare Mahatma, think we’ll spare you?”’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 19

THE MANGALURU city police on
Sunday arrested three right-
wing activists for issuing threats
to Karnataka BJP leaders over a
court-monitored drive to demol-
ish or relocate illegal religious
structures in the state.

The arrests come a day after
Dharmendra Surathkal, one of the
right-wing activists, had in the
course of a press conference called
by the Hindu Mahasabha targeted
Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai,
former CM B S Yedyiurappa and
state Muzrai Minister Shashikala
Jolle over the demolition drive,
which saw the demolition of a
temple in Mysuru’s Nanjangud
area on September 10.

“When we didn’t spare
Mahatma Gandhi and killed him
to protect Hindus, do you think
we will spare you?” Surathkal
had stated.

Hindu man travelling with
Muslim woman attacked

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 19

A HINDU man who was drop-
ping his Muslim woman col-
league home on his two-
wheeler was stopped and
assaulted in Bengaluru by two
men who questioned why she
was travelling with aman froma
different faith.

The men, who were later ar-
rested by the police, forced the
woman to get off and take an
auto rickshaw home.

The incident took place on
Friday evening near the Dairy
circle when the miscreants
stopped their bike and started
questioning the woman, who
was wearing a burqa.

They assaulted the man,
forced the woman to share her
family members’ numbers and
called them to abuse them.

The police said that the
woman and the man are col-
leagues at a bank. As it was late
on Friday evening, he was drop-
ping her home.

The incident came to light
only after a video was shared
widely on social media. Deputy
Commissioner of Police (South-
East) Joshi Srinath Mahadev
said: “After the video went viral,
we registered a case in SG Palya
police station and arrested two
persons within 12 hours after
the incident.”

Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai tweeted: “In connec-
tionwith the case of assaultona
bike rider travelling along with a
woman of different faith,
@BIrCityPolice has acted swiftly,
identified & secured 2 accused
persons. A case is registered & le-
gal action is initiated. My Govt.
deals with such incidents with
aniron hand.”

T i)

(From left) Right-wing activists Rajesh Pavitran, Dharmendra
Suratkal and Prem Polali were arrested based on complaint by
the Hindu Mahasabha state president. Courtesy: Mangaluru police

On Sunday, Mangaluru city
police commissioner N Shashi
Kumar said Surathkal, along
with Rajesh Pavitran and Prem
Polali, was arrested on the basis
of a complaint filed by Hindu
Mahasabha state president L K
Suvarna.

The accused have been

booked under IPC Section 120
(B)(criminal conspiracy), 153(A)
(promoting enmity), 505 (2)
(public mischief), 506 (criminal
intimidation),465 (forgery),and
149 (unlawful assembly).

The Karnataka government
has been implementing a 2010
Supreme Court order for the re-

moval of all illegal structures built
after September 29, 2009 in pub-
lic places. The implementation of
the court order is being monitored
by the Karnataka High Court.

However, the demolition of
the Nanjangud temple has caused
apolitical furore in the state, with
severe opposition to the drive.

Former CM and Congress
leader Siddaramaiah questioned
the BJP's commitment to Hindus
and blamed the state govern-
ment for carrying out the demo-
lition without consulting locals.
Mysore MP and BJP leader
Prathap Simha, meanwhile,
claimed that only temples were
being targeted.

Following the adverse reac-
tions, CM Bommai last week
called a halt to the demolitions
and said that his government
will examine the court orders
and issue fresh directives to the
districts. The state government
alsoissued a notice to district of-
ficials in Mysuru.

Hindu Jagran Manch leader booked
for abetting assault on Muslim man

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MEERUT, NEW DELHI, SEPT 19

A HINDU Jagran Manch leader
was booked in Meerut for al-
legedly abetting assault against
aMuslim man.

Inavideo of the alleged inci-
dent that emerged on social me-
dia,awoman could be seen slap-
ping a man with a slipper as a
group of men encourages her.

Police said they received a
complaint from the woman
against Sachin Sirohi, the local
chief of Hindu Jagran Manch, and
unknown accused of allegedly
making her slap her friend
Salman on Friday afternoon.

While the Hindu Jagran
Manch alleged that Salman was
“eve-teasing” the woman, the
complainant maintained that
Salman was her friend.

As per her complaint, she and

afriend, along with Salman, were
havinga cold drink when a group
of people asked their names and
began assaulting Salman.

“They forced us to beat him
(Salman) and told me to get an
FIR registered against him or else
there will be bad consequences,”
the woman's complaint lodged
at Civil Lines Police Station read.

Circle Officer (Civil Lines)
Devesh Singh said: “Following
the incident, we received a com-
plaint against a group of people
for inciting violence against the
woman's friend. We are ascer-
taining the facts and an investi-
gation is being carried out.”

Notably, 10 minutes before the
woman had lodged the com-
plaint, another complaint was
filed at the police station by the
woman's motherinwhich sheac-
cused Salman of grabbing her.

“The mother later withdrew
the complaint, saying that it was

Nagaland’s new ‘Oppostion-less’ govt set
to be called Umted Democratic Alliance

TORAAGARWALA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

A MONTH after the Opposition
in Nagaland joined hands with
the government, the state’s leg-
islators have decided to call
themselves  the  United
Democratic Alliance (UDA).

On July 19, the Opposition
Naga People’s Front (NPF) sub-
mitted a letter to Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio, requesting for anall-
party government to help reach
an early settlement of the Naga
political issue. Later, in August,
the Rio-led People’s Democratic
Alliance (PDA) — which com-
prises the National Democratic
Progressive Party (NDPP)and the

Nagaland
Chief
Minister
Neiphiu Rio

BJP, with support from two
Independent MLAs — passed a
joint five-point resolution with
the NPF, stating that all the polit-
ical parties shall “aim at promot-
ing the Naga Peace Talks with a
positive approach in the greater
interest of achieving peace”.
Subsequently, late on
Saturday, Rio tweeted, “The
nomenclature of  United
Democratic Alliance (UDA)for the
Opposition-less government in
Nagaland has been unanimously

resolved by the legislators and
party leaders of the NDPP, BJP,
NPF and Independent MLAs.”

The legislators will now write
to the Speaker for the formation
of the UDA government. “As of
now, we have not discussed the
allocation of portfolios. Thatis the
prerogative of the chief minister,”
government spokesperson Neiba
Kronu told The Indian Express.

The Naga movement is con-
sidered India’s longest-running
insurgency. In 1997, the Centre
signed a ceasefire agreement
with the largest Naga rebel
group — the NSCN-IM. In 2015,
renewed negotiations for a solu-
tion to the Naga political issue
began between the Government
of India and the NSCN-IM.

Since then, seven other Naga
armed outfits have joined the
talks. While formal talks are said
to have concluded in 2019, they
areyet toyield a final agreement.

A government source said
Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, who is the con-
venor of the North-East
Democratic Alliance and the face
of the BJP in the Northeast, was
“instrumental in ensuring that
there were no hitches” in the
“transition to the UDA”.

Sarmais set to visit Dimapur
on September 21 to hold talks
with NSCN (IM) chief Th Muivah.
“He will also hold talks with the
BJP and NDPP to discuss the new
political developments,” said the
source.

not written by her but by the
members of the Hindu Jagran
Manch,” said Gajendra Singh, the
Investigating Officer.

“Theincidentis directly related
to the woman student and there-
fore her statement is important.
We areinvestigating the issue. We
will also scrutinise CCTV footage
to know the truth,” Meerut SSP
Prabhakar Chaudhary said.

Meanwhile, Sirohi accused
the police of “trying to downplay
the incident”.

“I'had been informed that a
Muslim man was sitting with his
arms around the neck of a Hindu
woman... Some people asked his
nameand he tried toevadeit. The
crowd got hold of him and he was
slapped. By the time my menand
[ reached, he was already as-
saulted. In fact, I tried to stop it...
The police have pressured the
woman towrite the complaint...”
said Sirohi.

SINGHU BLOCKADE

Farmers refuseto

meetHa

ryana

panel: ‘Delhi cops
blocked highway’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 19

THE SAMYUKT Kisan Morcha
(SKM) Sunday did not attend a
meeting called by a high-powered
committee formed by Haryana
government to make efforts to
clear the blockade on National
Highway-44 on Kundli-Singhu
border. The SKM said that “the
farmers are not the ones who have
barricaded the roads or blocked
them” and accused the Haryana
government of “misinterpreting
the Supreme Courtorder” to “drag
farmers into meetings”.

The Haryana government
had earlier this week formed the
committee comprising
Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) Rajeev Arora as chair-
person and DGP and Additional
DGP (Law and Order) as mem-
bers to hold talks with farmer
leaders and discuss modalities
to reopen the NH-44 stretch at
the Kundli-Singhu border.

While the farm unions
skipped it, Arora held a meeting
withindustrialists in Murthaland
heard their grievances regarding
the blockade. “It was our first
meeting. We will continue the
process and make efforts again till
a solution is found to reopen the
road. It will be a continuous

process. We are confident that
some solution will be found out”.

On farmers' contention that
they have not blocked the road
but it’s the Delhi Police, which
has put up barricades, Arora
said: “These things will be
cleared only when the talks are
held. We just know that we
came here for a meeting and
those who were invited to it, did
not come to attend it”.

Meanwhile, the SKM, in a
statement said, “The SKM lead-
ers have reasoned that the SCor-
ders were being misinterpreted.
The Government is adamant on
not fulfilling the farmers’ rightful
demands, and has not initiated
any talks with farmer represen-
tatives after January 22... It is not
the farmers who have blocked
the roads. In fact, protesting
farmers have created clear paths
on both sides of the road at
Singhu border as well as Tikri
border for traffic to move...”

The previous day, Jagmohan
Singh Patiala, general secretary of
BKU Dakaunda, Punjab, who is a
member of SKM, had said, “We
have notblocked any road. Itis the
Delhi Police thatinstalled the bar-
ricades on the highway to halt our
movement in November 2020
when we first reached there...
Barricading is still there...we are
not blocking the way...”

TRACKING THE SECOND SURGE

N NEW CASES: 30,174

DAISSICE ACTIVE CASES: 3,18,752

UMM VACCINATIONS: 80,43,72,331
DAILY DEATHS | TOTAL DEATHS | WEEKLY CFR OVERALL CFR
298 4,45,136 0.78% 1.35%

TESTS TODAY: 11,38,860 | TOTAL TESTS: 55,34,79,028

WEEKLY POSITIVITY: 2.05% | OVERALL POSITIVITY: 6.05%

STATES REPORTING MOST CASES

STATE NEW  ACTVE  WEEKLY TOTAL
CASES ~ CASES  POSITIVITY ~ VACCINATION
mKerala 19,653 174122  17.09% 33591,062
W Maharashtra 3,413 42955 2.29% 732,96,176
mTamilNadu 1,697 16969  107% 4,15,37,864
mAndhraPradesh 1,337 14,699 2.20% 3,71,48,973
® Mizoram 1104 13576 15.60%  10,47,001
STATES REPORTING MOST DEATHS
STATE TODAY'S TOTAL  WEEKLY  OVERALL
DEATHS ~ DEATHS CFR CFR
M Kerala 152 23,670 0.52% 0.56%
M Maharashtra 51 1,42,073 1.31% 2.19%
M Tamil Nadu 27 35,337 1.56% 1.35%
m Karnataka 16 37603  125% 1.27%
B West Bengal 1 18,652 1.66% 1.20%

Note: Data as on Sept 19; vaccination numbers as of Sept 18. Deaths include those from previous days.

Casinos open today, fresh SOPs in Goa

Panaji: A day before casinos in
the state open, the Goa govern-
ment Sunday issued fresh SOPs.
CrPC section 144, that was in
place, has been withdrawn.
Under the Epidemic Diseases
Act, however, the state however,

imposed certain restrictions,
“satisfied that the state of Goa
still faces threat of spread of
Covid-19 virus and therefore to
take certain emergency meas-
ures to prevent and contain the
spread of virus”. ENS

Trying to praise Gandhi, UP Speaker
makes gaffe, mentlons Rakhi Sawant

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 19

UTTAR PRADESH Assembly
Speaker Hriday Narayan Dixit, in
avideo that emerged Sunday,
purportedly said that if people
could be venerated based on
how few clothes they wear, then
actor Rakhi Sawant would be a
more well-known personality
than Mahatma Gandhi. Dixit
however claimed that he was
quoted out of context, and said
that he, in fact, praised Gandhi.
The Speaker made the com-
ment at the BJP’s “Prabuddha
Sammelan” in  Unnao’s
Bangarmau area on Saturday.
The BJP is currently organis-
ing these sammelans across the

‘Quoted out
of context’:
Hriday
Narayan
Dixit

state, and Dixit was invited to the
event in Unnao since he hails
from the district.

“Gandhi ji kapde kam pehante
thhey... Gandhi ji ko Bapu kaha
gaya. Ab agar kapde utarne se koi
mahan ho jata hai toh Rakhi
Sawant Mahatma Gandhi se bari
ban jati.. [Gandhi ji used to wear
few clothes... Gandhi ji was called
Bapu... now, had anyone become
abig personality just by shedding
their clothes then Rakhi Sawant
would have been bigger than
Gandhi],” Dixit is purportedly

New Delhi

heard saying in a video of the
event.

Dixit told The Indian Express
that the video was being shown
outof context,and added that he
praised Gandhi. He said those
who listen to the entire video
would know that he was prais-
ing Gandhi, and was trying to ex-
plain that a person becomes
great through hard work and
honesty, among other things.

“I was trying to explain that
there are various factors that
make one great,” he said. “One
should listen to the entire video
tounderstand whatIwas saying.”

Asked about his presence at
a BJP event, Dixit said he had
made it clear that he would not
speak on any political matter,

and kept his word.
B

M Venkaiah Naidu

Agriculture
is backbone

of economy:
Venkaiah

PAVNEET SINGHCHADHA
GURGAON, SEPTEMBER19

VICE-PRESIDENT M Venkaiah
Naidu Sunday said that agricul-
ture was the “backbone of our
economy” and called for un-
shackling the potential of rural
economy to ensure income se-
curity for farmers.

“Agriculture is the basic cul-
ture of India. Half of the country
today depends on agriculture. Our
villages not only produce food-
grains but they also inculcate val-
ues and principles,” he said. “All
governments should give priority
to welfare of farmers and ensure
remunerative prices. There must
always be a dialogue between
farmers and government; how-
ever farmers’ problems should not
be linked to politics. When it is
linked tovotes, division happens.”

Naidu was addressing a gath-
ering in Gurgaon after releasing
five volumes of collected works of
speeches and writing of Sir
Chhotu Ram, the co-founder of
National Unionist Party and
prominent politicianin pre-inde-
pendent India.

Heaping praise on the agricul-
ture sector and work ethic of
farmers, Naidu said even during
Covid, when other sectors of the
economy suffered, production in
agricultural sector increased for
two successive years.

“You must remember a gov-
ernment had fallen due to onion
prices. There should be one mar-
ket for all, without restrictions,
and support prices should be
raised from time to time. But, lam
not in favour of government
procuring all the produce. It
should procure when there is no
demand in the market. Otherwise,
commission agents will exploit
farmers,” said Naidu, adding that
he was not referring to any partic-
ular government on this.

“lam not in politics. I have re-
tired from politics, but not tired
from publiclife.lam myself son of
afarmer,” he added.

Naidu reiterated that there
was a need to look beyond poli-
tics of freebies in addressing
farmers’ needs. “Farmers need
infrastructure - uninterrupted
power supply for 12 hours,
roads, water, timely credit, mar-
ket, godowns. They need perma-
nent projects, not populist
schemes,” he said.

Nainital: Villagers
stage dharna
against borewell

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, SEPTEMBER 19

RESIDENTS OF over half a dozen
villages Sunday staged a dharna
in Satoli village of Nainital district
to protest against a borewell dug
allegedly for commercial misuse
under the garb of residential use.

Villagers of Satoli, Peora,
Diyari, Chatola, Satkhol, Sitla and
neighbouring areas apart from
environmentalists and eminent
citizens took part in the dharna.
They alleged that laws, normsand
guidelines have been flouted in
digging the borewell.

Local resident Seema Kundra
said permission for the borewellin
Satoli was granted around 10 years
ago for personal use of a person
who did not live in Satoli. Earlier
this year, a private builder opera-
tionalised it toextract water for lux-
ury villas coming up at the village.

The villagers alleged that gal-
lons of water were being ex-
tracted daily by the builder and
several households were being
impacted by this.

Dr Col C S Pant, chairman
AAROHI, an NGO headquartered
in Satoli, who was present at the
dharnasaid, “This[borewell | poses
a huge threat to water supply in
Satoli and surrounding villages....
It is totally against the interest of
our people and must be stopped.”

Nainital District Magistrate
Dhiraj Singh Garbiyal could not be
reached for comment.
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

TOTAL VACCINATED IN INDIA (at least one dose)

M Firstdose M Seconddose

80,43,72,331

(Sputnik V's 8,84,188 doses
not representedin pie)

1,50,00,000
’—~ 22,41,044 56,05,576
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Sept9 o LAST1ODAYS (daily) | o116
TOTAL DOSES COVISHIELD COVAXIN
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DOSESON SEPT181,00,84.632
SEPT 17: 2,18,61,955 (1st doses: 1,28,33,969; 2nd: 90,27,986)

Note: The Sept 18 figures in these graphs are based on the government updates on Sept 19
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THIS WORD MEANS
HUMBOLDT PENGUIN

Two chicks born this year in Mumbai’s Byculla Zoo.
How are Humboldts different from other penguins ?

LAST WEEK, Mumbai’s Byculla Zoo an-
nounced the addition of two new
Humboldt penguin chicks this year (The
Indian Express, September 16). Oreo was
born to Flipper and Mr Molt on May 1;
and an as-yet-unnamed chick to Daisy
and Donald on August 19. The two join
seven adult Humboldt penguins at
Byculla Zoo — Popeye, Flipper, Bubble,

and the new parents.

Humboldt penguins are a medium-
sized species among at least 17 species.
The exact number of distinct species is

Humboldt penguin chick Oreo, born
to Flipper and Mr Molt on April 1. BMC

debated, but it is generally agreed that
there are between 17 and 19 species, ac-

GLOBAL

The ire of the French

A defence deal among Australia, the United States and the United Kingdom that seeks to check China
in the Pacific has enraged France, which has lost a lucrative submarine contract with Australia.
Why are democratic allies with the same overall objectives undercutting each other?

EXPERT |
EXPLAINS ¢

CRAJA MOHAN

From The Indian Express panel
of specialists, exclusive insight

What prompted the signing of the
trilateral defence agreement among the
US, UK, and Australia?

The nub of the problem is this: Australia
had initially wanted conventionally powered
submarines, and they signed a contract with
France in 2016. But the security situation in
the region has since deteriorated signifi-
cantly in terms of the threat from China.
There has been a rethink in Canberra along
the lines of, “Look, to be able to deal effec-
tively with the expansion of Chinese naval
power and China’s bullying of Australia, we
will need more powerful submarines.”

Nuclear-powered submarines are far more
powerful than conventionally powered ones,
they are more stealthy, they have a far longer
range, and they can operate for longer periods
under water. And to take on the challenge from
the Chinese, who are building submarines and
shipsinsuch large numbers, there is no option
but to invest in better technology.

The negotiations on the new AUKUS deal
seem to have been ongoing for the last six
months — recent reports suggest that the
Australians were talking to the British, the
British went to the Americans, and then the
three countries decided that they would take
afreshlookat theissues athand. Subsequently,
Australia cancelled its French contractand an-
nounced thatitwill start work on the new deal
with the US.

Wias there a way in which France could
have been included in these negotiations?

When you're going to ditch a friend, you
don't tell them until the last minute! It was
probably not fair — the French should have
been told in advance; they were completely
blindsided, and that is one of the reasons they
are so upset.

Two weeks ago, there was a meeting be-
tween the Australian and French ministers,and
the joint statement said the submarine pro-
gramme would continue. To go back to the
real-life example, whenyou are abouttoleave

President Biden and President Macron at the G7 Summit in England on June 12.
The scuttling of France's contract with Australia has led to its relationship with
the US plunging to its lowest depth in decades. The New York Times/Archive

a friend, you hint, “Oh I have problems with
what we are doing, so let me rethink...”, and
Australia’s Prime Minister Scott Morrison says
that something to that effect had indeed been
suggested. But the French say, “We didn’t see
any sign of this, and this is really, absolutely un-
fair”, it is “stabbing [us] in the back”.

How commoniis such ‘ditching’ of an ally
ininternational politics?

Countries do change their minds, even
though it rankles when it is among friends.

In the early 1970s, President Anwar el-
Sadat of Egypt reversed his predecessor Gamal
Abdel Nasser’s policy of extremely close ties
with the USSR, expelled Russian military ob-
servers, purged the government of pro-Soviet
Nasserists and, following the peace treaties
withIsrael, switched over to the American side.
Morerecently, in2015, France cancelled a€1.2
billion deal struck four years previously to sell
two warships to Russia.

But the scale of the current situation is dif-
ferent. France has been the only European
power that has fully endorsed the idea of the
Indo-Pacific that the US and Australia support;
in April 2019, they took on the Chinese in the
strategic Taiwan Strait; they have stood up for
the freedom of navigation. Ina sense thereis no
difference in the objectives of France, the US
and Australia in the Pacific region, and the
diplomacy could have been a lot better.
Australia needed the nuclear submarinesand,
ironically, there is a nuclear variant of the ves-
sel the French were selling — it was the
Australians who said they wanted the conven-
tional sub. There will now likely be some ef-
fort from the Americans and the Australians to

find a way to bring the ball to the French, and
they get over their anger and feeling of betrayal.

What about the revenue that France will
belosing?

It wasalarge deal, worth about AUD 90 bil-
lion, or USD 66 billion. It was billed as the “con-
tract of the century” in France, and it was very
important for the French naval industry and
French presence. A part of the French com-
plaint concerns the business side of the deal
and the money that has beenlost, so there will
likely be some legal recourse, a demand for
compensation, etc. But the signing of the con-
tract was preceded and followed by an inten-
sive political engagement between Paris and
Canberra, and there was a sense that the coun-
tries could be strategic partners in the Indo-
Pacific, with shared objectives, working to-
gether. The cancellation of the deal shattered
this larger framework.

What does this mean for the EU’s Indo-
Pacific policy?

The AUKUS announcement came just be-
fore the EU was to announce its own Indo-
Pacific policy.In the European narrative, the US
is undermining their efforts in the region —
and the fact that Britain, which has walked out
of the EU, is involved, adds a layer of compli-
cation. The feeling in some quarters in Europe
is that the US is unreliable — the current situ-
ation has come soon after the chaotic American
withdrawal from Afghanistan — and that
Europe needs to act on its own.

Thisis somewhatlike India’s “strategic au-
tonomy” argument — however, there is a prob-
lem. Most European countries are reluctant to

spend much on defence. They've had it good
as a collective, and are happy to live with the
Americans doing more on the security side.
That is unlikely to change in the near term —
while some countries like France might argue
for more extensive strategic autonomy, others
like the Central Europeans or Northern
Europeans might not.

What are the implications for New Delhi,
considering India, France, and Australia
had their first trilateral dialogue on the
Indo-Pacificrecently?

The French have cancelled a trilateral dia-
logue meeting of foreign ministers that was
supposed to take place in New York on the
sidelines of the UN General Assembly. In the
near term, there is a setback. But India’s rela-
tionships with the US, UK, and Australia have
improved dramatically over the last five years.
France too, has been a very important for India,
and there is great trust in France in New Delhi
today. A quarrel among its friends is uncom-
fortable for India. To deal with this situation,
India can step upits own security and defence
engagement with France. For example, India
is planning to buy more submarines — and
there is the argument that it is better to have
nuclear submarines rather than conventional
ones because India has the same problem as
Australia with regard to the Chinese navy
showing up close.

France could be a partner here — because
itis already a resident power in the Indian
Ocean, and India has an interest and stake in
keeping it there. At the same time, India is
happy to be a part of the Quad, and to work
with the Americans, British, and Australians.
The submarine question could become anim-
portant opening for India and France to start
taking a fresh look at more things they can do
together in the Indian Ocean.

What happens here onward?

There is no doubt that the objectives of
France are inasense the same as those of India,
Australia, the US, or UK. But there is a sense of
pride, a sense of betrayal, and the loss of the
contract. These are serious setbacks for the
French. But the French are also realists, they
will come back,and that’s where India can play
animportantrole in reaching out to themand
helping them stay engaged in the Indo-Pacific,
while strengthening its own partnership.

(C Raja Mohan is Director, Institute of South Asian
Studies, National University of Singapore, and
Contributing Editor on international affairs for
The Indian Express. He spoke to Mehr Gill)

Behind Channi’s selection as Punjab CM
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cording to the Smithsonian Institute. The

largest, the Emperor penguin, stands at PENGUIN SPECIES

over 4 ft tall while the Little penguin has

a maximum height of 1 ft. Humboldt | Genus Species

gsgfg;lfrtl's have an average height of just Crested group Macaroni, Royal
Penguins are divided into six genera | (Eudyptes) Fiordland,

(see table). The Humboldt penguin Rockhopper,

(Spheniscus humboldti) belongs to a genus Snares Crested,

that is commonly known as the ‘banded’ Erect-Crested

group. Humboldt penguins are endemic | Bandedgroup | Humboldt,

to the Pacificcoasts of Chileand Peru.They | (Spheniscus) Magellanic,

are so named because their habitat is lo- African, Galapagos

cated near the Humboldt Current, a large

oceanic upwelling characterised by | Brush-tailed Chinstrap,

cold waters. group Gentoo, Adélie
Humboldt penguins have large, bare (Pygoscelis)

skin patches around their eyes, an adap- .

tation to help keep them cool, according 5;%;%3;&) Emperor, King

to the Smithsonian Institute. Their breed-

ing season in the wild is either March- | Yellow-Eyed Yellow-Eyed

April or September-October depending | (Megadyptes)

on the location of the colony. “The B ; .

Humboldt is one of the most popular zoo Little (Eudyptula) | Little (or Fairy)

penguins due to its ability to withstand Source: Smithsonian Institute

warmer climates,” the Institute says on

its website.

At Byculla, the seven adult penguins
were brought to the zoo in 2016 from
Seoul. The unnamed chick is being looked
after by its parents Flipper, the oldest fe-

male penguin at the zoo, and Mr Molt, the
youngest among the males, through a
process called ‘brooding’. Its sex is yet to
be known.
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Why Planet Nine hunters believe

ASWATHIPACHA
KOCHI, SEPTEMBER 19

IN 2016, planetary scientists Konstantin
Batygin and Michael E Brown, both from the
California Institute of Technology, published
a paper in The Astronomical Journal, claim-
ing evidence for a giant planet in the far
reaches of the Solar System. Five years on,
Batygin and Brown have published a new
paper in which they say they know where
to look for what has come to be known as
Planet Nine.

What is Planet Nine?

It is predicted to be the ninth planet of
our Solar System. (Pluto was once consid-
ered a planet but was reclassified as a dwarf
planetin2006.) Planet Nine, estimated to be
several times as massive as Earth, is believed
to be orbiting the Sun beyond Neptune.
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Aseries of studies over the last few years
have provided evidence that it exists by not-
ingitsinfluence on other objects. Planet 9 it-
self, however, continues to elude scientists.

What is the evidence?

In their 2016 paper, Batygin and Brown
argued that Planet could be responsible for
the peculiar alignment of objects in the
Kuiper belt, an expansive field of icy debris
on the outskirts of the Solar System.

“The most distant objects that we know
of in the solar system are being slightly
tugged by some gravitational effects; as far
as we can tell, the only plausible explana-
tion is a giant planet out there,” Dr Brown
said in an email to indianexpress.com.
Brown, incidentally, was one of the re-
searchers who had helped reclassify Pluto
and is the author of the book How I Killed
Pluto and Why It Had It Coming.

In 2016, Batygin had said in a press re-

THE FACTION-RIDDEN Punjab Congress on
Sunday installed Charanjit Singh Channi, 58,
Minister of Technical Educational and
Industrial Training, as the new Chief Minister.
Channi will be the first Dalit CM of a state
where this post has often gone to Jat Sikhs.
Alook at five of the various factors that likely
influenced Channi’s selection:

The Dalit factor

At 32%, Punjab has one of the highest
populations of Dalits in the country. Some
researchers say this number is likely to go up
to 38% once the results of the latest census
are out. Although Jat Sikhs constitute only
25% of the population, they have tradition-
ally monopolised political power in the state.
While the Congress has 20 Dalit MLAs — the
117-member Assembly has 36 reserved con-
stituencies — only three of them were in-
cluded in the Cabinet. With a Jat Sikh as the
PCC chiefin Navjot Singh Sidhu, and a Dalit as

lease: “Although we were initially quite
skeptical that this planet could exist, as we
continued to investigate its orbit and what it
would mean for the outer solar system, we
became increasingly convinced thatitis out
there,” Batygin said in a release in 2016.

Also in 2016, another Caltech team cal-
culated thatitis the influence of Planet Nine
thatis causing the skew of the Solar System
—the Sun’s equatorial plane is aligned six
degrees off from the orbital plane of the
planets. Other studies, too, have calculated
that the observed behaviour and alignment
of various objects can only be possible if
Planet Nine exists.

In2019, Batygin and Brown published a
pair of papers on Planet Nine’s orbit and in-
fluence on other objects.

What is the new finding?
Last month, Brown tweeted that he has
‘the treasure map’ to find Planet Nine. “Five

the CM, the Congress party has undertaken
areform towards a more equitable distribu-
tion of power.

Counter to Opposition

Both Shiromani Akali Dal, which has
joined hands with Bahujan Samaj Party, and
the Aam Aadmi Party, which has the highest
number of Dalit legislators at 16, have been
promising a Dalit as Deputy Chief Minister if
they come to power. By installing Channi, the
Congress has upstaged the entire Opposition.

CM-designate
Charanyjit Singh
Channi (red
turban), MLA from
Chamkaur Sahib, in
Chandigarh on
Sunday. Jasbir Malhi

A Sikh face

Channi is not only a Dalit but also a Sikh.
Veteran Congress leader Ambika Soni had
earlier shot down the proposal to install for-
mer PPCC chief Sunil Kumar Jakhar as the
Chief Minister, saying a Punjabi suba (state)
cannot have a Hindu CM. Opposing his can-
didature, Jails and Cooperation Minister
Sukhwinder Singh Randhawa too had said
he wouldn't be able to face posterity if he al-
lowed a non-Sikh to become the CM, thus
setting a precedent that may be difficult to

overturn. With Channi at the helm, it ad-
dresses such concerns.

Acceptability in party

The Congress expects that Channi,
known for his political acumen, will be able
to negotiate the warring camps in the party.
He s close to the ‘Majha camp’ of three min-
isters that had started marshalling legisla-
tors against Captain Amarinder Singh. Party
members feel he is also unlikely to upset
Navjot Singh Sidhu.

Mass appeal

A grassroots politician from the small
hamlet of Kharar, who rose through the
ranks after starting out as a student leader,
Channi is known for appealing with the
masses. He has also been upgrading his skills
all his life while pursuing a career in politics.
As Minister for Technical Education, he was
behind the job fairs and opening of new col-
leges and skilling centres. The party hopes
he will be able to give jobs and education the
required push in a state, which is seeing an
exodus of youngsters.

they now know where to look

Artistimpression of Planet Nine.
Caltech/R Hurt (IPAC)

and a half years after our proposal of the ex-
istence of Planet Nine, we have finally ac-
complished what is perhaps the most im-
portant task in aiding the search: we now
know where to look,” he wrote in his blog.

The new paper calculates the planet’s
orbital path. “The paper [finally!] takes all

of the observations of the outer solar sys-
tem and tries to invert them to learn about
the orbit and mass of Planet Nine inamean-
ingful way,” Brown tweeted.

The paper, posted on the preprint server
arXiv, calculates Planet Nine at 6.2 Earth
masses, and also details Planet Nine’s semi-
major axis, inclination, and perihelion.

The data only tells us the orbital path of
Planet Nine, but not where in the orbital path
itis, Brown said. “Itis more likely to be atits
most distant point from the sun, but only be-
cause it travels more slowly there. But this
iswhere you should be looking,” he tweeted.

Asked how Planet Nine might have
formed, Brown said: “Our best guess is that
it formed in the vicinity of Uranus and
Neptune and eventually got too close to
Jupiter or Saturn which flung it out into the
outer reaches of our solar system.”

He said the Vera CRubin Observatory, cur-
rently under construction in Chile, will fur-

New Delhi

ther help the hunt for Planet Nine. “The ob-
servatory will scan the skies night after night
and eventually uncover many things, includ-
ing — we hope — Planet Nine,” Brown said.

Is everyone convinced that Planet Nine
exists?

Since 2016, studies have variously con-
cluded that there is more and more evidence
of Planet Nine's exist, or that it does not exist,
or that it may in fact be a black hole. A paper
published last year in Physical Review Letters
argued that the unknown object causing
anomalous orbits of the trans-Neptunian ob-

jects could be a primordial black hole.

Another study published in 2018 in The

Astronomical Journal, on the other hand,

cited fresh evidence for the existence of
Planet Nine. It noted that a trans-Neptunian
object called 2015 BP519 had an unusual tra-

jectory because it was affected by Planet

Nine's strong gravity.
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Must be realistic about
India’s position in global
markets... Our planis a
calibrated fiscal expans-
ion that will support the
economy at a time of
acute need, which is why
we are not at 3%, but

budgeted 6.8% deficit

SUNNY VERMA: Since the lockdown
lastyear, the government has takena
series of important decisions, including
the National Monetisation Pipeline
(NMP), spending on infrastructure,
formation of India’s first-ever ‘Bad
Bank’ and the package for the telecom
sector. Is there a strategy at play?

Yes, there is a strategy. It’s not as if it has
happened in the past couple of months. If
you look back, it’s a continuation of things
that started from late 2020 onwards, with
the first set of Atmanirbhar Bharat an-
nouncements, which had, among other
things, the mining sector, farm sector
changes... Then there was the second set (of
Atmanirbhar Bharat measures), then the
third set, then the Budget. Asset manage-
mentand the bad bank decisions were an-
nounced in the Budget and are being exe-
cuted now. So yes, there is a broad strategy
towards building a stronger Indian econ-
omy with an emphasis on core domestic
manufacturing — building the capabilities
that we don’t have and preserving the ca-
pabilities that we have. There is a consis-
tency...It's a continuum of things that form
acogent strategy.

SUNNY VERMA: And are you satisfied
with the economy’s recovery so far?

It's a good recovery but we have a long
way to go. We are not yet past the 2019-20
figures in terms of actual, absolute levels of
real GDP... On the whole, the recovery path
has been good, better than many people ex-
pected, and I am reasonably satisfied.

SUNNY VERMA: But isn’t there more
scope to push the spending, capital
expenditure to give a thrust to the
economy?

We provided for a much higher capital
expenditure in the Budget. The challenge is
going to be utilising that. There is a consid-
erable increase... The last figure that  had
wasabout 15% up year-on-year,and itis also
upon 2019-20.So capital expenditure from
the government is high. It's not as high as
the Budget estimates would indicate, but
we have had two very difficult quarters. So
Ithinkit will begin to pick up speed in the re-
maining two quarters. So on capital expen-
diture I am optimistic that we will reach our
quite ambitious Budget targets and there
will be absolutely no restriction of any kind
from the Finance Ministry’s side on capital
expenditure. The issue will be the ability of
user departments to utilise the available
provisions, because capital expenditure is
not the signing of a cheque. It may require
land acquisition, construction, environmen-
tal permission...many steps to be taken be-
fore the cheque can be signed. From our
side, the money is available. The depart-
ments are doing their best and we are ac-
tively reviewing the progress...and there is
considerable progress. The increase that we
have seen in the first two quarters despite
the second wave is a good sign and [ am
quite hopeful that it will be even better in
the remaining two quarters.

As far as room for more fiscal spending,
glide pathis concerned... Whenyou use the
expression ‘glide path’, in your mind you
have a paper plane or a glider that you
throw at a particular height and by gradual
gravitational pull it comes down automat-
ically and lands gently. Fiscal deficits have
noautomatic downward gravitational pull.
If anything, they have an upward path. If
they are not actively pulled down, they don't
glide. So glide path is a loose terminology
thatl, asafiscal manager,am not very happy
with because it implies that if you start at
6.8%(fiscal deficit) it will automatically glide
downto4%..No.Ifyou pushit up, it will stay
up. Sowe have to be very careful about how
we manage fiscal deficits. We must be re-
alistic about where India stands as a coun-
try in terms of global markets. We are fol-
lowing carefully, calibrated fiscal expansion.
It's an expansion which we want to sustain,
without the kind of difficulties that we faced
in the end of 2009-10, which led to 2012-
13... So we don’t want the expansion of
these twoyears to lead toa situation where
we are out of control or we have lost macro-
economic stability. That is a delicate bal-
ance... So we are planning for a calibrated
fiscal expansion that will provide support
to the economy at a time of acute need,
whichis why we are not near 3%. We are at
abudgeted deficit of 6.8%.

Yes, there are increased revenues in the
last two quarters, but one mustn’t forget the
expenditure pressures that are already
known and are above the Budget estimates.
For instance, we have eight months of addi-
tional food supply, which will cost us Rs 1
lakh crore. We have an additional fertiliser
subsidy, already announced for Rs 15,000
crore. Now, the Commerce Ministry hasan-
nounced a decision to clear arrears of ex-
port incentives worth Rs 56,000 crore... So
there are already expenditure commit-
ments which one shouldn’t lose sight of
when you say there is enhanced revenue,

As the country’s top
bureaucrat in the Finance
Ministry, Somanathan has
been at the centre of the
government’s measures to

revive the country’s Covid-hit

economy. From the
Atmanirbhar Bharat
stimulus packages to the
Centre’s Capex push for
economic revival, the 1987-
batch Tamil Nadu-cadre IAS

WHYTYV SOMANATHAN

officer has been at the helm of
major government schemes.
The Expenditure Secretary
was earlier director at the
‘World Bank in Washington
DC and holds a PhD in
Economics from Calcutta
University. Earlier, he has
also held positions as
additional secretary and joint
secretary in the Prime
Minister’s Office
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“(On taking payment of
telcom cos’ statutory
dues in equity) It's a very
peculiar circumstance. It
is an attempt to protect
the future of the telecom
sector, while also
preserving the ability to
collect govt’s dues

‘We are pulling out of the worst... Problem with stimulus
isit’s easier to start aspending programme than to stop it’

Finance Secretary TV Somanathan explains the recent telecom reforms; insists revival of economic activity will create demand; and says
that on capital expenditure, he is “optimistic” about reaching Budget targets and that there would be “no restriction” from the Ministry
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but thereis also enhanced expenditure. The
government is prioritising expenditure on
the poor and there we are not being con-
strained by fiscal mathematics. We will
make sure they are protected and the gov-
ernment is the only agency that can protect
them. For more than that, we have tolook at
what is prudent and something that will
not create a future crisis that will simply
‘glide down’.

ANILSASI: The government’s Final
Consumption Expenditure in the first
quarter, as per GDP numbers, was
lower on ayear-on-year basis. Why has
itgone down? Also, you have started
incentivising states that have met their
expenditure targets. Can thisbe
interpreted as amove to push things
more towards the states?

The government’s Final Consumption
Expenditureisaresultof elevated levelslast
year. It is not because of reduced levels this
year. Last year, this was the time of the lock-
down and there was the Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Yojana, so there were a lot of
special (measures). For example, there was
atransfer to Jan Dhan accounts. So govern-
mentexpenditure in the first two quarters of
last year was unusually elevated. This year
itis returning to a more normal pattern.

In the Budget we had said that the... 4%
fiscal deficit for states would have a com-
ponent linked to capital expenditure target.
Several states have met those targets and
others have time till March 31 of this fiscal
year tomeet the targets. That is part of what
was announced in the Budget. Itis notare-
duction of the Central government’s capi-
tal expenditure. Itis an attempt to push the
state’s own expenditure in the direction of
infrastructure and capital spending... This is
part of the 1% extra fiscal deficit.

ANILSASI: On the retrospective tax
amendment, we gathered that the
decision to move on it was taken after
the two arbitration awards (Vodafone,
Cairn) came in. But why wait for the
conclusion of an arbitration process to
start something that is perhaps right?

I'would say this: until you lose the arbi-
tration award it is not even clear that you
have done something thatyou shouldn’tdo.
Hypothetically, if the arbitration award had
said that Vodafone has to pay, then is it re-
ally good for us to give up taxpayers’ money
without even that attempt to see if it's ac-
tually, judicially or arbitrally, determined
that they were right in making that claim..
Why should we give up that claim? Itis pub-
lic money. That, I think, was the logic...

LIZ MATHEW: We keep hearing about
legacy issues from ministers and

officials. What exactly are the
economic legacy issues for the
government now?

I don’t think at this point I would like to
separate legacy and non-legacy issues. The
government of the day tackles all the issues
that are with us today.

SANDEEP SINGH: While you are
allocating funds for the poor, what are
you planning on doing for the middle
segment, which is responsible for
creating demand?

The revival of economic activity will
bring a considerable amount of demand in
its wake. There are people who think that
demand should be stimulated... The prob-
lem with stimulus in a vibrant democracy
is that it is easier to start a spending pro-
gramme than to stop it, and then you may
lead yourselfintoa situation where you are
spending where you don’t need to spend.
Soit s a calibration that is quite difficult to
pull off. I think demand is reviving because
economic activity is reviving. Already you
see sectors where the demand outstrips the
supply, suchas the auto sector... Sodemand
is being considerably revived — more for
goods, a little less for services. Shortage of
demand for services is not so much a func-
tion of the economy, it is a function of the
health situation. Soas and when mask man-
dates and closure of service establishments
begin torecede with increased vaccination,
the demand will come back. A lot of sec-
tions that have spending power are not nec-
essarily leftimpoverished in the pandemic...
As the health situation improves, one can
expect fairly good recovery... The indirect
tax numbers, which are areflection of the
demand, are looking healthy. The GST, ex-
cise, customs, they are looking better than
I might have guessed in the middle of the
second wave. I think we are pulling out of
the worst of the situation quite fast.

PRANAV MUKUL: One of the measures
announced as part of the telecom
reforms was that the government
would be able to take payment of
statutory dues in equity. How does that
play out? Also, on the one hand the
government is trying to monetise its
assets and on the other you are taking a
stake ina company, whenyou already
have a State-owned enterprise.

This is a very context-specific measure.
Firstof all, there are no other sectors where
youwould find non-tax dues of this magni-
tude. These are not tax dues. This is a non-
tax levy of the government. It is extremely
unusual for this magnitude of non-tax levies
to affect the existence or survival of an en-
terprise in any other sector.

Secondly, there is a history of disputes,
which have been decided by the courtsina
particular way. So it is not as if there was
clarity onthe amount of these dues over the
period in which these dues have accumu-
lated. So in a sense there is an element of
uncertainty which was present, which was
judicially determined quite recently, which
provides a large liability, which may not
have been contemplated, rightly or
wrongly, by the enterprises there.

Thirdly, it's an infrastructure sector
where the presence of competition is vital.
Soitis not unprecedented for governments
tointervene in the survival of private sector
enterprises in situations where the disap-
pearance would affect levels of competi-
tion. For example, the US government gave
Chryslerabail outin 1979 because they did-
n't want only Ford and General Motors to
be the car manufacturersinthe US...InIndia
alsowe have several instances, starting from
Satyam, where innocent bystanders could
get affected by a situation. We have chosen
to take a decision that balances public in-
terest in many dimensions. It is not neces-
sarily a precedent that will be done to other

“As a short-term
palliative (to help poor
post Covid), we have
used food etc... Govtis
focused on doing things
that are feasible. When
we come out of this

emergency-like state, we
will be able to do more

enterprises. The circumstances of each case
may be different. This is a very peculiar cir-
cumstance, where the preservation of com-
petition and the protection of huge
amounts of government dues were best
served by this particular mode of opera-
tion... So this is an attempt to protect the
telecom sector, create avibrant telecom sec-
tor for the future, while also preserving the
ability to collect government’s dues.

PRASANTA SAHU: What is your
assessment of the revenue situation?

It is looking better than we had antici-
pated afew months ago, both on the direct
side and indirect tax side. Year-on-yearitis
up 15%, and not 36%, which is the Budget
estimate. We want it to be 36%... This much
T'will say, it is not because of curbs on capi-
talexpenditure... Soyes, the situation on the
revenue side is looking good.

PVAIDYANATHAN IYER: The pandemic
hasworsened inequalities, globally and
in India. How do you look at it in terms
of ensuring government benefits reach
the poor? Isit just in terms of food
grains or much more substantial?

The inequality has two elements to it
— the bottom end and top end. I am look-
ing more at the worsening of the bottom
end rather than the enrichment of the top
end. As a short-term palliative, we have
used the food and these immediate emer-
gency measures. So we are not completely
out of the woods in terms of saying we
have seen the end of the pandemic. In the
short term, the government machinery
has limitations on whatit cando... What
we are likely to see, as we come out of this
situation, are a lot of programmes that are
targeted to help the poor — so you will see
abig thrust on drinking water and sanita-
tion, urban and rural housing. So these are
ways in which inequalities are addressed,
not necessarily only through income
transfers. Some of those programmes are
announced and in operation, some more
are likely to come. These are all means by
which you would improve the lot of the
weakest within the capacity constraints
of the government machinery... The gov-
ernment is focused on doing things that
are feasible and will actually reach the tar-
geted groups. [ am not saying we have all
the answers, We have some answers but
we may need to do better. You will see
more efforts as we come out of this so-
called emergency-like situation that we
have been in for a year and a half. As we
get to amore normal situation, we will be
able to do a little more.

At the top end, the government has al-
ready reversed the policy of capital gains
being tax free, which is an important step

New Delhi

on inequality. Internationally, asset price
inflation is the main cause of inequality at
the top end. Of course, there is a grandfa-
thering of gains up to 2018. But gains ac-
cruing after that are now taxable.
Progressivity in tax rates has also increased
in the last few years in the individual in-
come taxes.

PVAIDYANATHAN IYER: Last 3 months
have seen a barrage of measures and
many of them are different from the
government's stated position or action
sofar —be it Bad Banks or retrospective
tax. What has led to this change?

It's not in a short span, it’s over a year
and a half. T would connect this in a con-
tinuum starting from May 2020’s
Atmanirbhar reform and if you see, all of
them have beenin one direction... It's part
of consistent efforts to get to an
Atmanirbhar Bharat...Itisinabroad sense
towards reviving India’s capabilities as an
economy. I thinkitis a carry-forward from
the Budget. There were some interrup-
tions due to Covid second wave, but we are
returning to longer-term priorities.

SUNNY VERMA: Privatisation was a
change that was introduced in the
Budget. Where are we on that front?

You would have seen that the bids for
Air India have been received. A lot of work
had to go into that... The fact that we have
received two bids is a good sign and we are
quite hopeful that we will see success there.
Others are to follow. LIC s a stakes sale, not
privatisation. That is an advanced stage of
privatisation. It's a classic corporation. It’s
not a company under the Companies Act.
So even its accounting methodology, stan-
dards, everything was different. A lot of
progress has been made on LIC.

AASHISH ARYAN: A four-year
moratorium on AGR (Adjusted Gross
Revenue)and SUC (Spectrum Usage
Charge) payments was announced in
the telecom reforms. For 2021, the
budgeted estimates were Rs 53,988
crore. Itlooks like telecom companies
will opt for this. So this goes out of the
estimates for the next four years. How
much hit would the government take?

We will have to see how many compa-
nies opt for the moratorium. It is NPV (net
present value )-protected at its own inter-
nal rate of return. Some of those rates of in-
terest are higher than today’s borrowing
rates. So not everyone would automatically
opt for the moratorium. The offeris open to
all. We have to manage the cash flows. But
hopefully, if we get better spectrum receipts
because of a healthier spectrum market; we
will see some offset there.
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Lava shoots up after the
eruption of avolcano
onthe CanaryIsland of
LaPalma. Reuters

CANARY ISLANDS
Lava shoots up
fromvolcano

onLaPalma

A VOLCANO erupted on
the Spanish CanaryIsland
of La Palma on Sunday,
sending jets of lava and a
plume of smoke and ash
into the air from the
Cumbre Vieja national
parkin the south of the is-
land. Authorities had be-
gun evacuating the infirm
and some farm animals
from the surrounding vil-
lages before the eruption
at 3.15 pm on a wooded
slope in the sparsely pop-
ulated Cabeza de Vaca
area, according to the is-
lands’ government.
Immediately after the
eruption, the municipal-
ity urged residents in a
statement to “exercise ex-
treme caution”, and stay
away from the area and off
the roads. REUTERS

PAKISTAN
Policeman
escorting polio

teamkilled

GUNMEN ON a motorcy-
cle Sunday shot dead a
police constable guard-
ing polio vaccination
workers in rural north-
west Pakistan, police
said. Senior officer Khalid
Suhail said the attack
happened in the village
of Dhal Behzadi about
75 kilometres south of
Peshawar, the capital of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province. Members of
the vaccination team
were unhurt, he said. No
one immediately
claimed responsibility
for the assault. The attack
came on the third day of
a five-day polio vaccina-
tion drive across the
province. AP

WEST ASIA
Israel captures
last 2 escaped

Palestinians

ISRAELI FORCES on
Sunday caught the last
two of six Palestinians
who tunnelled out of a
maximum security Israeli
jail nearly two weeks ago,
in an escape that embar-
rassed Israel’s security es-
tablishment but de-
lighted Palestinians. The
two members of the
Islamic Jihad group were
apprehended before
dawn froma house in the
Palestinian city of Jeninin
the occupied West Bank,
Israeli Police
Commissioner Yaakov
Shabtaisaid. REUTERS

RODMCGUIRK
CANBERRA, SEPTEMBER 19

FRANCE WOULD have known
Australia had “deep and grave
concerns” that a submarine fleet
the French were building would
not meet Australian needs, Prime
Minister Scott Morrison said
Sunday after the contract’s can-
cellation set off a diplomatic crisis.

France accused Australia of
concealing its intentions to back
out of the 90 billion Australian
dollar ($66 billion) contract for
French majority state-owned
Naval Group to build 12 conven-
tional diesel-electric submarines.

US President Joe Biden re-
vealed last week a new alliance
including Australia and Britain
that would deliver an Australian
fleet of at least eight nuclear-
powered submarines.

Morrison blamed the switch
on a deteriorating strategic en-
vironment in the Indo-Pacific.
He has not specifically referred
to China’s massive military
buildup, which has gained pace
inrecent years.

“The capability that the Attack
class submarines were going to
provide was not what Australia
needed to protect our sovereign
interests,” Morrison said.

“They would have had every
reason to know that we have
deep and grave concerns that the
capability being delivered by the
Attack class submarine was not
going to meet our strategic inter-
estsand we have made very clear

Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison

that we would be making a deci-
sion based on our strategic na-
tional interest,” he added, refer-
ring to the French government.
France responded to the con-
tractcancellation, which Morrison
has said will cost his government
at least AU$2.4 billion ($1.7 bil-
lion), by recalling its ambassadors
from Australia and the US.
French Foreign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Driandenounced Saturday
what he called the “duplicity, dis-
dain and lies” surrounding the
sudden end of the contract and
said France was now questioning
the strength of the alliance.
China has denounced the
sharing of such US and British nu-
cleartechnology asirresponsible.
France won the contract in
2016 over offers from Germany
andJapan. The Shortfin Barracuda
wastobeanuclear submarine de-
sign adapted to be powered by
diesel on the surface and battery
underwater. Japan was particu-
larly disappointed because then-
Prime Minister Tony Abbott had
promised the close defenseally the
contract before he was deposed by
his own partyin 2015. AP

UKRAINE

THOUSANDS MARCH FOR LGBTQ+ RIGHTS

Thousands of people including soldiers and diplomats marched peacefully through
the Ukrainian capital on Sunday in an annual gay pride parade despite some
opposition to an event called off last year because of the Covid pandemic. Organisers
said about 7,000 attended the Equality March this year.

ASpaceX capsule carrying four people parachutes into the Atlantic Ocean on Saturday. SpaceX via AP

Trailblazing tourist trip to
orbit ends with splashdown

MARCIADUNN
CAPE CANAVERAL, SEPT19

FOUR SPACE tourists safely ended
their trailblazing trip to orbit
Saturday with a splashdown in
the Atlantic off the Florida coast.

Their SpaceX capsule para-
chuted into the ocean just be-
fore sunset, not far from where
their chartered flight began
three days earlier.

The all-amateur crew was
the first to circle the world with-
out a professional astronaut.

The billionaire who paid
undisclosed millions for the trip
and his three guests wanted to

show that ordinary people could
blast into orbit by themselves,
and SpaceX founder Elon Musk
took them on as the company’s
first rocket-riding tourists.
“Your mission has shown the
world that space is for all of us,”
SpaceX Mission Control radioed.
“It was a heck of a ride for us
... just getting started,” replied
trip sponsor Jared Isaacman, re-
ferring to the growing number
of private flights on the horizon.
SpaceX’s fully automated
Dragon capsule reached an un-
usually high altitude of 585 kilo-
metres after Wednesday night’s
liftoff. ~ Surpassing  the
International Space Station by

Pro-Putin party poised to win Russian
election following Navalny clampdown

GABRIELLE
TETRAULT-FARBER

& TOMBALMFORTH
MOSCOW, SEPTEMBER 19

RUSSIANS VOTED on Sunday in
the final stretch of a three-day par-
liamentary election that the rul-
ing party is expected to win em-
phatically after a crackdown that
crushed Kremlin critic Alexei
Navalny’s movement and barred
opponents from the ballot.

The expected win by the rul-
ing United Russia party will pro-
vide a major boost to Vladimir
Putin, who has been in power as
either president or prime minis-
ter since 1999.

Allies of Navalny, who is serv-

Important election for Putin

THISWILL be the last =
national election in &
Russia before the 2024 =
presidential election, &
and having the Duma

filled with his party members
will be amajor part of President
Vladimir Putin’s efforts at con-

solidating his grip on power by
the time his term ends. He has
already used his party’s major-
ity in the legislature to amend

the constitution to allow

him to run for two more

terms as president after

®  2024.Victoryinthe

election to the Duma,
despite reports of irregularities,
isalso likely to be used by Putin
as proof of public support for
him even as critics inside and
outside Russia raise concerns
over falling living standards and
rising authoritarianism.

ing a jail sentence for parole vio-
lations he denies, are encouraging
tactical voting against United

Russia, that amounts to support-
ing the candidate most likely to
defeat the ruling party in a given

electoral district. Authorities have
tried toblock the initiative online.

An independent election
watchdog, Golos, said it had
recorded many violations dur-
ing the three-day vote, including
threats against observers and
ballot stuffing, blatant examples
of which circulated on social me-
dia, with some individuals
caught on camera depositing
bundles of voting slips in urns.

Atotal voter turnout of 40.5%
was reported as of 3 pm Moscow
time on Sunday.

United Russiais facing a ratings
slump due to malaise over years of
faltering living standards, pollsters
say, but it remains more popular
than its closest rival on the ballot,
the Communist Party. REUTERS

HK’s first ‘patriots-only’ election kicks off

SARACHENG &ALUNJOHN
HONG KONG, SEPTEMBER 19

FEWER THAN 5,000 Hong Kong
people from mostly pro-estab-
lishment circles began voting on
Sunday for candidates to an elec-
tion committee, vetted as loyal
to Beijing, who will pick the city's
next China-backed leader and
some of its legislature.
Pro-democracy candidates
are nearly absent from Hong
Kong's first election since Beijing
overhauled the city’s electoral
system to ensure that “only pa-
triots” rule China’s freest city.
“The whole objective of im-
proving the electoral system is to
ensure patriots administer Hong
Kong,” Carrie Lam, Hong Kong's
chief executive, said on Sunday.

L L]

During a protest in Hong Kong on Sunday. AP

“I doubt very much that an-
other government or country will
allow the public election to their
local legislature of people whose
mission is to undermine the na-
tional interest or national security.”

The election committee will
select 40 seats in the revamped
Legislative Council in Dec, and
choose a chief executive in March.

Police have ramped up secu-
rity across the city, with local me-

diareporting 6,000 officers are ex-
pected to be deployed to ensure a
smoothvote,in whichabout4,900
people are expected tocast ballots.
Changes to the political sys-
tem are the latest in a string of
moves - including a national se-
curity law that punishes anything
Beijing deems as subversion, se-
cession, terrorism or collusion
with foreign forces — that have
placed the international financial
hub on an authoritarian path.
Most prominent democratic
activists and politicians are now
injail or have fled abroad.
China’s rubber-stamp parlia-
ment in May changed Hong
Kong's electoral system, reducing
democratic representation in in-
stitutions and introducing the vet-
ting mechanism for election can-
didatesand winners. REUTERS

160 km, the passengers savored
views of Earth through a big
bubble-shaped window added
to the top of the capsule.

The four streaked back through
the atmosphere early Saturday
evening, the first space travelers to
end their flightin the Atlanticsince
Apollo9in 1969.

Within a few minutes, a pair
of SpaceX boats pulled up along-
side the bobbing capsule. When
the capsule’s hatch was opened
on the recovery ship, health care
worker Hayley Arceneaux was
the first one out, flashing a big
smile and thumbs up.

All appeared well and happy.

AP

Constitution Day
in Nepal sees
major protests

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, SEPTEMBER 19

NEPAL OBSERVED its seventh
Constitution Day with subdued
official ceremonies amid grow-
ing protests and calls from some
quarters for major constitutional
amendments, and from others
forareturn to the constitution of
1991 which allowed for a consti-
tutional monarchy.

A major procession in
Kathmandu was taken out by
those who demanded that the
1991 constitution be restored.
Protesters marched with the na-
tional flag and pictures of former
King Gyanenedra and Queen
Komal. They also burnt the cur-
rent constitution.

Another group — Brihat
Nagarik Samaj — demanded ma-
jor amendments to the present
constitution to ensure that the
identity and rights of different eth-
nic groups are better protected.

The government also camein
for widespread criticism over
those it chose to honour with
awards, with some prominent
figures refusing to accept them.

Led by senior Nepali
Congress leader and former
Kathmandu mayor P L Singh,
half a dozen journalists also re-
fused to accept awards, with
some saying that there was no
transparent method applied to
the selection of the awardees.

PLSingh, the man who liaised
withthe international community
during the movement for democ-
racy in 1990, also said: “I refuse to
accept this medal as I have not so
far accepted the current constitu-
tion that was arbitrarily imposed
upon the country.”

SNAP PoLLS MEANT AS SHOW OF STRENGTH HAS ALLOWED OPPONENTS TO HIGHLIGHT H1Ss WEAK POINTS

Trudeau seeks fresh start, but many voters see a power grab

IANAUSTEN
BURNABY,SEPTEMBER 19

OUTSIDE A TV studio in a
Vancouver, British Columbia,
suburb where Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau of Canada was
recording an interview days be-
fore the country’s election,aman
shouted insults, mostly obscene,
about Trudeau and his family
while blasting Twisted Sister’s
“We're Not Gonna Take It” from
astereoonacart.

Heckling is something
Trudeau has always faced, but
this time the attacks have new
bite. After six years in office, a
prime minister who promised

“sunny ways” and presented
himself as a new face is now the
political establishment, with a
track record and missteps for op-
ponents to criticise. Even if the
Liberal Party clings toits hold on
Parliament, as observers expect,
this bruising election campaign
has done him no favours.

Ben Chin, the prime minis-
ter’s senior adviser, said that no
politician could have sustained
Trudeau’s initial popularity.

“Ifyou're in power for six years
or five years, you're going to have
more baggage,” Chin said.

For much of his time in office,
opposition party leaders have ac-
cused Trudeau of putting his per-
sonal and political interests be-

fore the nation’s good — of which
the snap election being held
Monday is the most recent exam-
ple.They also have had rich mate-
rial to attack him on over contro-
versies involving a contract for a
charity close to his family, and a
finding that he broke ethics laws
by pressing a minister to help a
large Quebec company avoid

Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau at
acampaign
event in Quebec
City. Voting will
take place on
Monday. Reuters

criminal sanctions.

And forevery accomplishment
Trudeau cites, his opponents can
point to unfulfilled pledges.

Onerallyin Ontariowhere pro-
testers significantly outnumbered
the police was shut down over
safety concerns, and at another in
the same province, the prime min-
ister was pelted with gravel as he

boarded his campaign bus.
Trudeau has many achieve-
ments since 2015 to point to. His
government has introduced car-
bon pricing and other climate
measures, legalised cannabis, in-
creased spending for Indigenous
issues and made 1,500 models of
military-stylerifles illegal. A new
plan will provide day care for 10
Canadiandollars a day per child.
But as Election Day nears,
many Canadians are still asking
why Trudeau is holding a vote
now, twoyears ahead of schedule,
with Covid infections on the rise,
taxing hospitals and prompting re-
newed pandemic restrictions in
some provinces or delaying their
lifting in others. Also criticised was

that he called the vote the same
weekend Afghanistan fell to the
Taliban, when Canadian troops
were struggling to evacuate
Canadians as well as Afghans who
had assisted their forces.

Trudeau has said thathe needs
to replace his plurality in the
House of Commons with amajor-
ity to deal with the remainder of
the pandemic and the recovery
that will follow — although he
avoids explicitly saying “majority.”
The Liberal Party’s political calcu-
lation was thatit was best to strike
while Canadians still held
favourable views about how
Trudeau handled pandemic is-
sues, particularly income supports
and buying vaccines. NYT

New Delhi

Taliban-run Kabul
municipality tells
female workers
to stay at home

Jalalabad: Another blast targets Taliban

KATHY GANNON
KABUL, SEPTEMBER 19

FEMALE EMPLOYEES in the
Kabul city government have
been told to stay home, with
work only allowed for those who
cannot be replaced by men, the
interim mayor of Afghanistan’s
capital said Sunday, detailing the
latest restrictions on women by
the new Taliban rulers.

Witnesses, meanwhile, said
an explosion targeted a Taliban
vehicle in the eastern provincial
city of Jalalabad, and hospital of-
ficials said five people were
killed in the second such deadly
blast in as many days in the
Islamic State stronghold.

The decision to prevent
most female city workers from
returning to their jobs is an-
other sign that the Taliban, who
overran Kabul last month, are
enforcing their harsh interpre-
tation of Islam despite initial
promises by some that they
would be tolerant and inclu-
sive. In their previous rule in
the 1990s, the Taliban had
barred girls and women from
schools, jobs and public life.

Inrecentdays, the newTaliban
government issued several de-
creesrolling back the rights of girls
and women. It told female mid-
dle-and high school students that
they could not return to school for
the time being, while boys in
those grades resumed studies this
weekend. Female university stu-
dents were informed that studies
would take place in gender-seg-
regated settings from now on,and
that they must abide by a strict
Islamic dress code.

On Friday, the Taliban shut
down the Women'’s Affairs
Ministry, replacing it with a min-
istry for the “propagation of virtue
and the prevention of vice” and
tasked with enforcing Islamic law.

On Sunday;, just over a dozen
women staged a protest outside
the ministry, holding up signs call-

Afghan women participate
in a demonstration in Kabul
on Sunday. AP

PAK CLERIC BOOKED
AFTERTALIBAN FLAGS
HOISTED AT
WOMEN'S SEMINARY

Islamabad: Pakistan police
have registered a case
against a prominent cleric
and several others after the
flags of the Afghan Taliban
were found hoisted on the
top of a women'’s seminary
here run by him, according
to a report on Sunday. The
flags were spotted on the
rooftop of the Jamia Hafsa, a
women'’s madrasa in the
capital, on Saturday, Dawn
newspaper reported. A case
was registered against
Maulana Abdul Aziz — who
is the cleric of the Lal Masjid
— and his collaborators, as
well as seminary students
under the Anti-Terrorism Act
and different sections of the
Pakistan Penal Code, the re-
port said. PTI

ing for the participation of women
in public life. “A society in which
womenare notactiveis(sic)dead
society,” one sign read.

The protest lasted for about
10 minutes. After a short verbal
confrontation with a man, the
women got into cars and left, as
Taliban in two cars observed
from nearby. Over the past
months, Taliban fighters had
broken up several women'’s
protests by force. AP

First tied to ISIS, then
to US: Family in drone
strike tarnished twice

MATTHIEU AIKINS
& ALISSAJRUBIN
KABUL, SEPTEMBER 19

THE PENTAGON’S admission of
having made a “tragic mistake”
in the killing of an Afghan aid
worker, and seven children from
his extended family in a drone
strike, added one more incident
to the long, grievous list of US
military mistakes in Afghanistan.

But for the Afghan family it
devastated, and for the co-
workers of the targeted man,
Zemari Ahmadi, the American
apology did nothing to ease
their sense of vulnerability in
the new Taliban order. If any-
thing, their fears and feelings of
exposure have only increased.

Emal Ahmadi, the brother of
Zemari Ahmadi, described his
family as having been tarnished
twice over: first by being sus-
pected by the US of being linked
to the Islamic State in Khorasan, a
branch of the Islamic State group
thatisactivein Afghanistanandis
anenemy of the Taliban.

And second because it has
now been revealed that his
brother worked for an American
aid organisation — a fact that
only became widely known af-
ter the drone strike.

“There’sabigthreatagainstus,
now thateveryone knows thathe
was working for the Americans,”
Emal Ahmadisaid. “But we had no
choice buttotell the media, sothat
the world would believe” that the
family was not connected to the
Islamic State group, he said.

The Pentagon launched the
strike from a Reaper drone on
Aug 29, barely 48 hours before
the last US soldier withdrew
from Afghanistan. Before the at-
tack, the US military had been
tracking a vehicle believed to be
connected to the Islamic State
group and whose driver was

Emal Ahmadi is the brother
of Zemari Ahmadi, who was
killed in a drone strike last
month along with nine
family members. NYT

thought to be preparing a bomb.

In fact, the car belonged to
Zemari Ahmadi, an aid worker,
who was going about his daily
work for a Pasadena, California-
based food charity. When he re-
turned home, the missile
struck, killing 10 people, seven
of them children.

That the Americans tied this
target to the Islamic State group
posed a serious threat to family
members and close associates
because the Taliban treat the
Islamic State group as mortal en-
emies and have been in compe-
tition with them for fighters and
influence in Afghanistan for the
past three years. So the Ahmadi
family was eager to erase any
thought that they might be con-
nected to the extremist group.

While the United States is no
longer seen as a battlefield en-
emy of the Taliban in the way
that it was before the militants
effectively took over the Afghan
government on Aug 15, the
Taliban still view any American
nonprofit groups operating in
the country with deep suspicion.

In trying to clear the family
name of connections toISIS, it was
revealed that Nutrition and
Education International, Ahmadi’s
employer, was preparing the pa-
perwork to make it possible for
himtoemigratetotheUS. NYT
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MARKET WATCH
M-CAP OF FOUR MOST-VALUED COS JUMPS

New Delhi: Four of the top-10 most valued companies together added
Rs 6546441 crore to market valuation last week, with Bharti Airtel
and SBI emerging as the biggest gainers. During the last week, the
30-share BSE benchmark jumped 710 points or 1.21 per cent. PTI

— TAXATION WATCH
GOODS & SERVICES TAX

Course correction
mode: Council looks
to fix duty structure,
boost revenues

WEIGHTED AVERAGE (EFFECTIVE) GST RATE

Council will now be looking at
aseries of measures including
rate rationalisations to correct
theinverted duty structureand
to take steps to augment rev-
enues. The move comes after
four years of the rollout of the
indirect tax regime,
with the acknowl-
edgement thatase-
ries of rate cuts
across these years
and spanning over
500 items has re-
sulted in a strain on
finances of both central and
state governments with lower-
than-expected revenue buoy-
ancy and an inverted duty
structure for many items.

The Council willnowbeon
acourse correction mode as it
seeks to correct the inverted
duty structure for items such
asfootwearand textiles sectors
beginning January 1. Anin-
verted duty structure arises
whenthe taxes onoutputor fi-
nal product is lower than the
taxesoninputs, creatinganin-
verse accumulation of input
tax credit, which, inmost cases,
has to be refunded. Inverted
duty structure has implied a
stream of revenue outflow for
the government prompting
the government to relook the
duty structure. The decisionon
inverted duty structure was
deferredinJunelastyearasthe
Council did not agree on the
timing of the rate rationalisa-
tion to be done during Covid.

The GST rate on footwear
worth up to Rs 1,000 was re-
duced to 5 per cent earlier,
while those above this value
attract 18 per cent. Inputs for
footwear suchasin-soles, heel
cushions attract 18 per cent
GST. Footwear is now likely to
have a uniform rate of 12 per
cent, irrespective of prices,
sources said. Textiles, which
currently are in the 5 per cent
GST slab for fabrics and man-
made yarns are in the 18 per
centslab, isalsolikely toattract
a 12 per cent tax rate with ex-
ceptions for some categories
such as cotton products.

The anomalies in revenue
stream arising out of earlier
rounds of rate rationalisation
were noted in the 45th GST
Council meeting held in
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Lucknow on Friday. Union

AANCHALMAGAZINE Finance Minister Nirmala

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER19 Sitharaman after the meeting

said that the revenue neutral

TAKING NOTE of the revenue  rate has fallen to 11.6 per cent

trend dipping below the rev-  from 15.5 per cent.

enue neutral rate levels, the “The Revenue Neutral Rate

Goods and Services Tax (GST)  of 15.5 per cent coming down

to 11.6 per cent is because of
course, the Council in its wis-
dom probably over the years
had reduced the rate of many
many items and notjust the re-
duction but the resultant re-
fund duetotheinversion have
resulted, net, in the
collection coming
down from the rev-
enue neutral levels.
As aresult we feel
that the overall col-
lection has come
down. We also feel
why it has come down. But if
we all put together we can all
see that we are far below the
revenue neutral rate,” she said.

Two GoMs will be formed
to look at inverted duty struc-
tureand compliance measures
through e-way bills, composi-
tion schemes.

A September 2019 report
by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) had noted that the ratio-
nalisation of rates by the GST
Council hasbroughtdownthe
effective weighted average GST
rate from 14.4 per cent at the
time of inception to 11.6 per
cent. It, however, said thaten-
hanced buoyancy has been
achieved by widening the tax
base and removing distortions.

The GST Council had,
withinoneyearof the July 2017
rollout of GST, reduced rates for
every four items. The rate cuts
on over 350 items out of total
1,211 items in the five broad
categories of zero, 5 per cent,
12 per cent, 18 per centand 28
per cent under GST were esti-
mated tohaveresultedinarev-
enue loss of about Rs 70,000
croreinayear.

At the time of fitment of
goods and servicesin the vari-
ous GST slabsin May 2017, the
government had said about 7
per centof the total 1,211 items
were exempted, 14 per cent of
the items were kept in the 5
per cent tax slab, 17 per cent
wereinthe 12 per cent taxslab.
About 43 per cent of items
were in 18 per cent tax slab,
while only 19 per cent were in
the 28 per cent tax slab. Now,
onlyabout 3 per cent of the to-
tal 1,211 items remain in the
peak 28 per cent slab.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

—— BRIEFLY —

Ration card

New Delhi: Services related
toration card, suchas apply-
ing foranew card, updating
details and seeding with
Aadhaar, will now be avail-
able at over 3.7 lakh com-
mon services centres.

Gadkarionairbags

New Delhi: Road Transport
and Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari on Sunday
said that small cars should
also have anadequate num-
ber of airbags.

Harley-Davidson

New Delhi: Hero MotoCorp
is going full throttle to
launch a Harley-Davidson
model with retro styling,
Hero MotoCorp CFO
Niranjan Gupta said. PTI

KOCHI-LAKSHADWEEP ISLANDS SUBMARINE OPTICAL FIBRE CONNECTIVITY

Sea cable tender bid ‘rigged’:
Panel to decide project fate

Domestic cos allege bid conditions rigged to meet tech supported by only 1 firm

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

THE EMPOWERED Technology
Group (ETG), led by the Principal
Scientific Advisor to the govern-
ment, is likely to meet soon to de-
cide on the fate of Kochi-
Lakshadweep Islands (KLI)
submarine optical fibre connectiv-
ity after domestic companies al-
leged that the bid conditions were
“rigged” to meet the technology
supported by only one company,
sources said.

The ETG, which also has the
Chairman of Atomic Energy
Commission, the Chairman of
Space Commission, the Chairman
of Defence Research and
Development Organisation, the
Secretaries of Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology, the Department of
Communications and the
Department of Science and
Technology, was scheduled to
meet last week, sources said.

The meeting, however, had to
be postponed after the NITI Aayog
and the office of the National

As per Tema, the BSNL
bid includes a condition
that the technology
must be repeater based
tech, which is available
only with 3 companies
across the globe

Security Advisor sought more clar-
ification the present capabilities of
domestic companies, along with
the details of the KLI submarine
optical fibre connectivity tender.

Domestic companies, under
the umbrella of Telecom
Equipment and Services Export
Promotion Council (Tepc) and
Telecom Equipment Manu-
facturers Association of India
(Tema)had made representations
toNeeraj Sinha, the senior advisor
for digital communications at NITI
Aayog, who sought to know from
the twoindustry bodies the capac-
ities of Indian firms.

Inareply tothe emailed repre-
sentations of the two industry
bodies, Sinha had sought to know

the maximum length of subma-
rine optical fibre cable that, so far,
has been produced in India by in-
digenous companies, the total pro-
duction capacity of the cables,and
the time as well as cost required to
commission a new plant near the
Indian coast line. The Indian Express
hasreviewed a copy of the emailed
conversation. In its reply to Sinha,
Tema has claimed since the
Department of Telecomm-
unications (DoT) and Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL),
which is the executing agency for
the KLI project, were insisting that
bidders must have at least 10-12
years of experience in manufac-
turingand laying submarine opti-
calfibre cable, it wasimpossible for
the domestic companies to even
think of placing a bid.

The KLI submarine cable con-
nectivity project was approved by
the Cabinet in December 2020
with an outlay of Rs 1,072 crore
and is expected to be completed
by May 2023.

Domestic companies, which
manufacturer optical fibre cable
and other related equipment,
however, have alleged that the bid

conditions were so changed that
no international or domestic
player, except NEC India, a
Japanese company’s Indian sub-
sidiary, could bid in the project.

In an August 31 letter sent to
the S Gopalakrishnan, the addi-
tional secretary at the Prime
Minister’s Office, Tepc claimed that
despite objections from the ETG
about the capital, operation and
maintenance costs of the project,
the DoT’s High-Level Committee
ignored the suggestions.

According to industry body
Tema, the BSNLbid includesacon-
dition that the technology mustbe
repeater based tech, whichis avail-
able only with three companies
across the world.

“The said 3 companies nor-
mally work in tandem or, in other
words, they work in their own re-
gionsie NECworksin Asia where-
as the other two companies don’t
bid in Asia. Therefore, by adding a
single repeatered segment, BSNL
hasensured that no competitor, ei-
ther from Indian company or from
any other country, could bid in the
tender,” Tepc alleged in its August
31 letter to the PMO.

‘Electrical gear mkt may grow 12%
annually to hit $72 bn by 2025’

Domestic electrical equipment market is expected to grow
at an annual rate of 12 per cent to reach $72 billion by
2025, said Anil Saboo, president of the Indian Electrical

& Electronics Manufacturers’ Association

INDIA HAS SET AN
AMBITIOUS TARGET OF
HAVING 175 GW
RENEWABLE ENERGY
(RE) CAPACITY BY 2022,
450 GW BY 2030

Total worth of India’s
electrical equipment market
stands at $48-50 bn

TRAJECTORY:

“Weare at $48-50 billion and
shall grow ata CAGR of 11 to
12 percent. So, by 2025 it
shall be around $72 billion,”
he said

Local electrical equipment
industry will play a crucial role
in meeting India’s renewable
energy targets as well as the
overall carbon reduction
targets under the Paris
agreement

Increasing RE capacity will
require new age equipment
and local players look towards
fulfilling the requirement
locally

The industry is bullish that it
will be able to garner $18
billion investment per year to
meet the target of 450 GW of
RE by 2030

Withincreased
manufacturing of equipment,
our industry can play a vital
role in meeting these targets

FPIs turn to India amid global
headwinds, pump in
TNIEESH

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 19

WITH THE markets remaining
buoyant, foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) remained net buy-
ers in domestic markets so far in
September by investinganet sum
of Rs 17,822 crore. FPIs invested Rs
11,287 crore into equities and Rs
5,018 crore in debt segment on a
net basis between September 1
and 17,according to data available
from National Securities
Depository Limited.

FPIs had pulled out Rs 11,308
croreinJulyand invested Rs 2,083
crore in August. FPIs have invested
Rs 62,406 crore in 2021.

VK Vijayakumar, chief invest-
ment strategist, Geojit Financial
Services, said, “Animportant trend
in FPI investment since July is the
increasing inflows into equity and
debt. After the Rs 12,308 crore of
selling in equity in July, FIls have
beensteadily increasing their buy-
ing in equity with Rs 2,083 crore
buying in August and Rs 11,287
crore up to September 18. Buying

‘US trade official
called Mastercard
ban draconian’

REUTERS
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

ASENIOR US trade official privately
criticised India’s July decision to
ban Mastercard Inc from issuing
new cards, calling it a “draconian”
move thatcaused “panic”,accord-
ingtoUS government emails seen
by Reuters.

The RBI accuses the firms of
breaking local data-storage rules.

The ban on Mastercard trig-
gered a flurry of emails between
US officials in Washington and
India as they discussed next steps
with Mastercard, including ap-
proaching the RBI, the emails
show. “We've started hearing from

stakeholders about some pretty
draconian measures that the RBI
has taken over the past couple
days,” Brendan ALynch, deputy as-
sistant US trade representative for
South and Central Asia, wrote on
July 16. “It sounds like some oth-
ers(Amex, Diners)may have been
impacted by similar actions re-
cently,” wrote Lynch.

Lynch, spokespeople for the
Office of US Trade Representative
and the USEmbassy in New Delhi
did not respond to requests for
comment. The RBIdid notimme-
diately respond. A Mastercard
spokesman told Reuters, “We've
had very constructive engage-
ments with the Indian and US
governments...”

The BSE in Mumbai. File

in debt which began for the first
time this year in July continues in
September; aided by steady rupee.”

“Theregulatory crackdownin
China and the consequent huge
erosion of investor wealth has
made India an attractive invest-
mentdestination for FPIs. FPIs have
been showing interest in seg-
ments like hotels and travel since
these segments have started todo
well. Some profitbookingis seenin
segments like metals and insur-
ance which had appreciated hand-
somely,” he said.

US Federal Reserve Chairman
Jerome Powell indicated that the

‘At meet with
Wall St execs,
China defends

clampdown
on tech cos’

Bengaluru: China’s top securities
regulator defended their crack-
down on various industries in a
meeting with Wall Street execu-
tives, Bloomberg News reported.
China Securities Regulatory
Commission Vice Chairman Fang
Xinghai explained during the
meeting that recent actions were
taken to strengthen regulations
for companies with consumer-
facing platforms, and improve
data privacy and national security,
the report said. The meeting on
Thursdayincluded the head of the
People’s Bank of China, and exec-
utives from Goldman Sachs
Group, Citadel and other Wall
Street powerhouses. REUTERS

A7K cr

central bank is likely to begin ta-
pering before the end of the year.
“Tapering means less of the QE
bond purchase programme which
has been pursued post the finan-
cial crisis. But in case of rate hikes,
it is still some distance away and
this means that hikes are not im-
minent as there is still “much
ground to cover” before the econ-
omy hits full employment,” Care
Ratings said in areport.

The markets reacted posi-
tively to Powell’s comments,
sending major stock indexes to
record highs. “The Fed'’s balance
sheetis now at nearly $8.4 trillion,
about double where it was in
March 2020. The reaction in
Indian markets is that this is pos-
itive though negative news. The
line of reasoning is the following.
Itis positive news insofar as it in-
dicates a recovery in the global
economy especially the USA and
the collateral benefits would flow
to the EMs,” it said.

If the US Fed starts tapering,
there will be less liquidity in the
system, and fund managers will
start reconsidering their options.

AT ENTERPRISE VALUE OF ¥4,400 CRORE

Advent to acquire
majority stake
in Eureka Forbes

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 19

@ KEY POINTS

ADVENT INTERNATIONAL, a
global private equity investor, has
signed a definitive agreement
with Shapoorji Pallonji Group
(SPG) to acquire a majority stake
in Eureka Forbes Ltd. The trans-
action values Eureka Forbes atan
enterprise value of Rs 4,400 crore,
subject to closing adjustments.

Aspartofthe scheme, Eureka
Forbes Ltd, a 100 per cent sub-
sidiary of Forbes & Company, will
be demerged into a standalone
company and then listed on the
BSE. After the listing of EFL, US-
based Advent will purchase up to
72.56 per cent of the company’s
then outstanding stock on a fully
diluted basis from SPG. Advent
will thereafter make an open of-
fer in compliance with applicable
regulations. The transaction is
subject to closing conditions and
receipt of relevant statutory and
regulatory approvals.

Eureka Forbesisaleaderinthe
health and safety solutions space
inIndia, with a presence in water
purification through its brand
Aquaguard, vacuum cleaning
(Forbes) and other emerging cat-
egories. The company has built a
multi-channel network with a
unique direct sales business,
strong retail presence in over
20,000 outlets, and a fast-grow-
ing e-commerce channel.

“This transaction also reflects
our stated objective and strategy
of significant de-leveraging and
focusing on our core competen-
cies and businesses. We firmly
believe they (employees) will
benefit from this transaction,”
said Jai Mavani, executive direc-
tor, Shapoorji Pallonji and
Company.

“Over the past 14 years,
Advent has invested or commit-
ted $2.2 billion in 16 companies

Source: PTI  with headquarters or operations
inIndiaacross sectors such as con-
TOMARAT G-20 AGRI MEET

‘India becoming

destination for
healthy foods’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER19

INDIA IS becoming the destina-
tion country for healthy food
items like millets and the govern-
ment is promoting biofortified
varieties to address malnutrition,
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar on Sunday said as he
participated in the G-20 agricul-
ture meeting virtually.

Tomar said the United Nations
(UN)hasaccepted India’s proposal
anddeclared 2023 asinternational
yearof millets and urged the G-20
nations tosupport the celebration
of the millet year to promote nu-
trition and sustainable agriculture.

The G20 Agriculture Ministers’
Meeting is one of the ministerial
meetings organised as part of the
G20 Leaders Summit 2021 to be
hosted by Italy in October.

“The Government of India has

emphasised onre-introducing tra-
ditional food items including mil-
let, other nutritious cereals, fruits
and vegetables, fish, dairy and or-
ganic products in the diet of the
people. Their production hasbeen
phenomenal in India in recent
yearsand Indiais becomingades-
tination country for healthy food
items,” astatement quoted Tomar
having said in his virtual address.
Tomar said biofortified-vari-
eties, which are the source of sta-
pledietrichin micro-nutrients, are
being promoted to remove mal-
nutrition. About 17 such varieties
of different crops have been devel-
oped and released for cultivation.
The government has also
taken steps to increase the opti-
mal use of water resources, cre-
ate infrastructure for irrigation,
conserve soil fertility with bal-
anced use of fertilizers, and pro-
vide connectivity from farms to
markets, he added. WITHPTI

As part of the scheme,

Eureka Forbes Ltd, a
100 per cent subsidiary of
Forbes & Company, will
be demerged into a
standalone company and
then listed on the BSE.

After the listing of EFL,

US-based Advent will
purchase up to 72.56 per
cent of the company’s
then outstanding stock
on a fully diluted basis
from SPG.

Advent will thereafter

make an open offerin
compliance with
applicable regulations.
The transaction is subject
to closing conditions and
receipt of relevant
approvals.

sumer products, financial services,
healthcare, industrial and technol-
ogy.Adventalso has significantin-
vestment experience in the retail,
consumer, and leisure sector,” it
said in a statement.

“We look forward to working
with Marzin Shroff and his team
to guide EFL’s next phase of
growth and solidify its market
leadership” said Shweta Jalan,
managing director, Advent India
PE Advisors. In India, Advent has
made four consumer invest-
ments, including Crompton
Greaves Consumer Electricals, a
leading supplier of consumer
electrical goods, Dixcy Textiles, a
leading men’s innerwear brand,
Enamor and DFM Foods, a lead-
ing producer of packaged savory
snacks. Advent has invested $56
billion in over 380 firms in 42
countries, and as of March 2021,
had $75 billion in assets under
management.

e-Shram: Over
1 cr informal
workers
registered

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

OVER 1 crore unorganised work-
ers have registered themselves at
e-Shram portal, the labour min-
istry said on Sunday.

Morethan 1 crore unorganised
workers registered at e-Shram
portal, which is India’s first na-
tional database on unorganised
workers, the ministry said in a
statement. The drive to facilitate
registration of migrant workers at
e-Shram portal received huge at-
tention since its launch on August
26,2021,itadded.

Inalmost 24 days, over 1 crore
workers have registered at the por-
tal, according to the statement.

This is the first-ever concen-
trated step towards generating a
comprehensive database of unor-
ganised workers from different
sectors like construction, apparel
manufacturing, fishing, gig and
platformwork, street vending, do-
mesticwork, agricultureand soon.

Battle for privacy may reshape the internet

BRIANXCHEN
SANFRANCISCO, SEPT 19

APPLE INTRODUCED a pop-up
window for iPhones in April that
asks people for their permission to
be tracked by different apps.

Google recently outlined plans
todisable a tracking technologyin
its Chrome web browser.

And Facebook said last month
that hundreds of its engineers
were working onanew method of
showing ads without relying on
people’s personal data.

The developments may seem
like technical tinkering, but they
were connected to something big-
ger: anintensifying battle over the
future of the internet. The struggle
hasentangled tech titans, upended
Madison Avenue and disrupted
small businesses. And it heralds a
profound shiftin how people’s per-
sonal information may be used on-
line, with sweeping implications

Apple CEO Tim Cook at the launch of the latest iPhone. Reuters file

for the ways that businesses make
money digitally. At the center of the
tussle is what has been the inter-
net’s lifeblood: advertising.

More than20yearsago, thein-
ternetdrove anupheavalinthe ad-
vertising industry. It eviscerated
newspapers and magazines that
had relied onselling classified and
print ads, and threatened to de-
throne televisionadvertisingasthe
prime way for marketers to reach
large audiences.

New Delhi

Instead, brands splashed their
ads across websites, with their
promotions often tailored to peo-
ple'sspecificinterests. Inexchange,
people were tracked from site to
site by technologies suchas “cook-
ies,”and theirdatawas used totar-
getthemwithrelevant marketing.

Now that system, which bal-
looned into a $350 billion digital
ad industry, is being dismantled.
Driven by online privacy fears,
Apple and Google have started re-

vamping the rules around online
data collection. Apple, citing the
mantra of privacy, has rolled out
tools that block marketers from
tracking people. Google, which de-
pends on digital ads, is trying to
have it both ways by reinventing
the systemsoitcan continueaim-
ingads at people without exploit-
ing access to their personal data.

Jeff Green, CEO of the Trade
Desk, an ad-technology company
in California, which works with
major ad agencies, said: “The in-
ternetis answeringaquestion that
it's been wrestling with for
decades, which is: How is the in-
ternet going to pay foritself?” The
fallout may hurt brands thatrelied
ontargeted ads.It may alsoinitially
hurt tech giants like Facebook —
but not for long. Instead, busi-
nesses that can no longer track
people but still need to advertise
are likely to spend more with the
largest tech platforms, which still
have the most data. NYT
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TODAY’S MATCH

B KKR vs RCB, Abu Dhabij, 7:30 pm

Kohli's unburdening continues, this IPL to be his last as RCB captain

SANDIPG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

THE TWO-MONTH stint in UAE will be the
last for Virat Kohli as a T20 captain. Two days
after he announced his decision to quit as
his country’s T20 captain after the World
Cup, he has decided to renounce captaining
his franchise side, Royal Challengers
Bangalore, post this edition of the Indian
Premier League.

In a 2.9-minute video posted on the RCB
Twitter handle, he said, with a crisp smile on
his face: “This will be my last legin the IPLas
captain of the RCB. I will continue to be an
RCB player till  play my last IPL game. It was
something that was on my mind fora while,
as [ had recently announced stepping down
from T20 captaincy (of the country) to man-
age my workload.”

Easing the workload, he felt, would keep
him fresh for the challenges in what could
be the final stretch of a glorious career.

“Iwant to be able to be committed to the
responsibilities that [ am fulfilling and I felt I
needed the space to be fresh, to regroup and
be absolutely clear in how I want to move
forward. This is just a little halt, it's not the

end of the journey,” he said.

It would end a rather underwhelming
stint as Bangalore skipper, unless of course
he could salvage the season by winning the
trophy and leaving on a high.

But otherwise, his eight-year tenure was
of cringing underachieving, despite having
some of the biggest names in this format like
AB de Villiers and Chris Gayle.

He could partly blame an imbalanced
squad, unfortunate injuries and untimely
loss of form. But he can’t wash his hands off
the abysmal 60-65 win-loss record, irrespec-
tive of all the conspiring circumstances.

The closest he came to landing the tro-
phy was in 2016, driven by himself with stag-
gering 973 runs, but it eluded him. They
reached two play-offs,in 2015 and 2020, but
his captaincy drew flak.

Partly, the real reason Kohli the leader is
not as appreciated as Kohli the batsman, de-
spite being the most successful Testand T20
captain of his country, stems from his mid-
dling record as RCB’s captain. People tend to
twin the tales, and read them as the same
narrative. The Rohit Sharma-versus-Kohli
captaincy debates begin from IPL.

But then both India and RCB need the
outer limits of Kohli the insuperable bats-
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Despite having some of the blggest names inT20 cricket in the side, Virat Kohli has

not been able to lead RCB to an IPL title yet.

CSK off to a flying restart

As IPL resumes following break, Chennai beat Mumbai by 20 runs after Gaikwad’s 88 n.o. steadies ship
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Fast bowler Josh Hazlewood celebrates dlSl‘l‘llSSll‘lg Mumbai Indians’ stand-in skipper Kieron Pollard in Dubai on Sunday. ipit20.com

SYNOPSIS: Gaikwad's classy batting and
Chahar's Powerplay bowling win it for
CSK, as MI miss Rohit.

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
SEPTEMBER 19

FOR THE first 10 overs, the game followed a
predictable script before it changed and
shifted towards Chennai Super Kings' direc-
tion. Ruturaj Gaikwad was central to the
change, through his classy batting. Then,
Deepak Chahar lived up to his Powerplay
reputation, taking a couple of crucial wick-
ets, mixing brain with brawn.

Without Rohit Sharma at the top and
Hardik Pandya at the death, Mumbai Indians
missed the winning mojo. 156/6 posted by
CSK wasn't a winning total. But the degree
of difficulty is higher for the batsmen in
Dubai, with a bigger outfield and help for the
seamers, compared to the venues in India.
And once MS Dhoni gets a fighting total, he is
amaster of defending it. CSK won by 20 runs,
restricting Ml to 136/8 in 20 overs.

Gaikwad's classy batting

Gaikwad's introduction to international
cricket a couple months ago in Sri Lanka was-
n'taresounding success.

He made 21 and 14 in the two T20Is he
played. But even during those two knocks, his
talent was unmissable, a reason why the
young opener is rated so highly in the CSK
camp. When wickets were falling around him
in the beginning, Gaikwad showed compo-
sure. He was ready to weather the storm and
waited for the spinners to come. Quinton de
Kock dropped him on 19 off Rahul Chahar; his
only blemish. He beautifully paced his innings.
Kieron Pollard's tactical error played to his ad-
vantage, but we would come to that later.

Pollard, the stand-in MI captain had the
advantage of losing the toss on an unknown

POINTS TABLE

M|W| L | NRR (Pts
CsK 8|6 |2 |+1223]12
DC 8 | 6|2 [+0547|12
RCB 7|52 |-0171|10
MI 8|4|4|007|8
RR 7|34 [-019 | 6
PBKS 8|3 | 5|-0368 |6
KKR 7 |2|5|-0494 |4
SRH 711 |6 06232

surface, fresh in nature and greenish in look.
Dhoni chose to bat first but CSK were soon
on the back foot. The ball swung a touch and
seamed. But to start with, it also got stuck on
the pitch, which was a little two-paced.

The undercooked CSK batsmen, bereft of
game time coming into the second phase of
the IPL, expectedly found it difficult. Faf du
Plessis sliced a shortish Trent Boult delivery
towide gully in the first over. Moeen Ali toe-
ended another short ball from Adam Milne
because it arrived late.

A quicker one from Milne landed on
Ambati Rayudu's forearm, forcing him to re-
tire hurt. Through an agricultural four off
Boult followed by his dismissal next ball,
Suresh Raina never looked comfortable and
Dhoni unerringly picked the deep square leg
fielder, attempting to pull Milne.

After 10 overs, CSK were 44/4 when
Gaikwad rose to the challenge. The pitch of-
fered no assistance to the spinners. Chahar,
being aleggie, still managed to push the odd
one through, but Krunal Pandya's finger-spin
was easy picking for Gaikwad.

A six and a couple of fours - one by
Ravindra Jadeja - triggered an upward surge.
His half-century came with a four against
Pollard. The sweep off Jasprit Bumrah for a
six in the final ball of the innings oozed au-
dacity, easily the shot of the match.

CSK opener Ruturaj Gaikwad top
scored with 88 off 58 balls. ipit20.com

Gaikwad's 88 not out off 58 balls was a
match-winning effort. His 81-run fifth
wicket partnership with Jadeja (64 balls)
gave Dwayne Bravo the licence to swing at
the death - 23 off eight balls.

Chahar's Powerplay bowling

He got the better of de Kock with late
swing, the ball coming back and trapping the
left-hander plumb in front, confirmed by
DRS. The debutant Anmolpreet Singh's scalp
was an excellent piece of cricket. The previ-
ous delivery was short and fast, hitting the
batsman on the shoulder. A knuckleball
came next, with Singh playing early and the
off stump getting disturbed.

To defend the total, CSK needed to take
wickets in Powerplay. They took three -
Shardul Thakur seeing off Suryakumar
Yadav. Chahar finished his first spell with the

After 10 overs, CSK were 44/4
when Gaikwad rose to the
challenge. The pitch offered no
assistance to the spinners.
Chahar, being a leggie, still
managed to push the odd one
through, but Krunal Pandya's
finger-spin was easy picking for
Gaikwad.

figures of 3-0-9-2. Towards the end, the
medium pacer suffered a cramp and his
team surely would be concerned.

Dhoni's captaincy was superb. Ishan
Kishan's wicket was a tactical masterstroke.
Raina at short cover and Bravo bowling a
touch slower outside the off stump was the
plan, knowing Kishan's inclination to play on
the up. The wicketkeeper-batsman fell into
the trap. Bringing back Josh Hazlewood af-
ter Jadeja looked innocuous in his first over
was another example. Hazlewood, expen-
sive in his first spell, trapped Pollard LBW in
the first ball of his second spell.

MI miss Rohit

Aleftknee "discomfort" that surfaced dur-

ing the Oval Test, kept Rohit out of this game.
MI coach Mahela Jayawardene spoke about
"precaution”. The defending champions
missed Rohit's batting and captaincy. When
they had the chance to grab the game by the
lapels, Pollard let it drift. He gave Bumrah only
one over upfront and didn't bring him back
readily, when the Gaikwad-Jadeja partner-
ship was getting into the groove.
BRIEF SCORES: Chennai Super Kings: 156
for 6 in 20 overs (R Gaikwad 88 not out, R
Jadeja 26, D Bravo 23; AMilne 2/21,] Bumrah
2/33, T Boult 2/35) beat Mumbai Indians:
136 for 8 in 20 overs. (S Tiwary 50 not out, Q
de Kock 17; D Bravo 3/25, D Chahar 2/19).

“This will be my last leg in the IPL
as captain of the RCB. | will
continue to be an RCB player till |
play my last IPL game. It was
something that was on my mind
forawhile, as | had recently
announced stepping down from
T20 captaincy (of the country) to
manage my workload.”

VIRAT KOHLI

man, than Kohli, the uber-aggro skipper.
Even without being a captain, Kohli would
continue to bring intensity and aggression
onto the field. Maybe, he could turn out to be
more intense than ever before, as if a heavy
millstone is off his neck. It could liberate him.
It could elevate his batsmanship to hitherto
untouched peaks, beyond the lofty peaks
that he himself had scaled.

Emotional investment

While forsaking captaincy of his country
alone would not have mattered much in
terms of unburdening, there is relatively less
pressure leading your country ina T20 game,

unless it's the World Cup, leaving T20 skip-
per-ship altogether infuses more sense and
purpose. The pressure, the emotional invest-
ment and rigours, of leading the franchise is
significantly higher than leading the coun-
try. Thereis alot more at stake, especially for
an aspirational club like RCB, who are so des-
perate for landing the trophy.

And unlike the World Cup that knocks
once in four years, the IPLis an annual affair.
Moreover, he not only has to lead the side for
two months of the Indian summer, but
would be constantly involved in auctions,
pre-season, commercials and camps. And, of
course, the nerve-wracking scrutiny.

Those are distractions, or negativity, that
Kohli wants to steer clear off in his endeavour
to enhance his batsmanship. The last two
years have been dismayed by his dizzying
standards— he hasn't registered a hundred
for nearly two years.

If he cannot reacquaint with his own
heavy-scoring ways sooner, he perhaps
never would. By calling time on his T20 cap-
taincy, he’s trying to buy time to win back the
lost form. It could turn out to be a win-win for
the country, franchise side, and importantly
Kohli himself. As he said, a halt, a necessary
one, before along journey..

EMOTIONAL
ROLLERCOASTER

Raina gets

Hot heads, calm minds and everything in between at the game

quick relief

Suresh Raina looked uncomfortable during his short stay. iplt20.com

It was relief that screamed on Suresh
Raina’s face after he mis-sliced what
looked like a jailbreak attempt to es-
cape his six-ball torment. The stroke
was hideous (to understate it). Raina
just backed away, all three stumps in
full view, and just slammed his bat at
the ball, in hope that it would some-
how miss everything, or like two balls
before, brush his edge to the bound-
ary. But this ball was fuller and shap-
ing away from him. He was perhaps

Stunned Boom
goes bust

Rarely does a bats-
man smear Jaspsit
Bumrah over long-
off. Ruturaj
Gaikwad accom-
plished it, without
straining a sinew.
Bumrah floated a
full ball slower ball
outside the off-stump, not the floaty,
dipping devil that hoodwinked Shaun
Marsh, but wide of the off-stumps, giv-
ing Gaikwad the room to swing his
arms through the line. A neat, fluid
swing of the blade and the ball floated
into the stands, after alluring the
boundary riders for a majority of its
journey.

Gaikwad could not believe what he
had achieved, as the ball wafted into
the stands, he gaped his mouth in dis-
belief and looked genuinely in trance.
For the majority of the innings, his bat-
ting looked as if in a trance too. It's not
every day that a batsman metes out
such treatment to Bumrah.

10th over of the Ml innings, CSK has been
wicketless for close to 4 overs. A partner-
ship is shaping, always a dangerous sign
when defending a modest total. Dhoni
needs a breakthrough.

Hazlewood has bowled 2 overs, the
T20 captain’s manual says the strike
bowlers can be brought in for one over.
Ravindra Jadeja hasn't yet started; he can
be trusted to build pressure and force a
mistake. What does Dhoni do? None of
the two, he throws the ball to Bravo.

On his second ball, he gets Ishan
Kishan to drive into the hands of Suresh
Raina at short cover.

Jadeja rushes to lift Raina in the air,
Bravo is flying around like an airplane
with his hands spreads like wings, an ex-
pressionless captain walking towards his

Works like a charm: Clockwork Yellow

anticipatingashort ball. The blind slash
ballooned airily into the point’s hands,
putting an end to his misery.

The previous five balls were Raina-
Down-Under throwback, where his
old weakness against the short-pitch
ball into his body was ruthlessly re-
examined. He was hopping and hus-
tling at the crease. He seemed gen-
uinely spooked out, and in the end, it
was relief that his mental agony was
not prolonged.

Jiving Bravo puts on
the dancing shoes

The dancing feet of
Dwayne  Bravo
danced again. The
Trinidadian’s bat-
ting had been quite
awry in the last few
editions, but this
time, he seems to
have rediscovered
his mojo, the rhythm of his feet, the
swirl of his hands, and the rhyme of his
batting, asif he was dancing to the tune
of soca or reggae in his head. Just the
second ball he faced, off 90mph-er
Adam Milne, he twinkled out of the
crease, the feet gliding towards the ball,
then away from it, each stride a meas-
ured stanza of athletic finesse, inside-
out, his front-knee crouching, back-
knee arching, his body beautifully
stilled, his arms flexing, the wrists
twirling the ball somewhere into the
distant Dubai skies.If he can play a few
more cameos like this, Chennai won't
find it hard to get going at the back end
of aninnings.

excited foot soldiers.

That’s so CSK. That’s so Dhoni. That’s
so Bravo. That's so Raina-Jadeja.

That’s so nostalgic.
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— BRIEFLY ——

Manny to run for
presidency

Manila: Philippine boxingiconand sen-
ator Manny Pacquiao says he will run
for president in
the2022 elections.
Pacquiaoaccepted
the nomination of
his PDP-Laban
party at its na-
tional convention
on Sunday, saying
that the Filipino people have been wait-
ing for achange of government. "lama
fighter, and I will always be a fighter in-
sideand outside the ring," Pacquiao, 42,
said in his speech. "We need govern-
mentto serve our people with integrity;,
compassion and transparency,” he
added. Pacquiao is the president of the
PDP-Laban faction led by him and Sen.
Aquilino 'Koko' Pimentel I1l.

Gokulam Kerala,
Army Redinquarters

Kolkata: Defending champions
Gokulam Kerala FC and Army Red en-
tered the quarterfinals of the 130th
Durand Cup football tournament from
Group D here on Sunday, beating
Assam Rifles 7-2 and Hyderabad FC 2-
1respectively. The Army Red team be-
came the second Services side after
Army Green to progress to the tourna-
ment's knockout stages. The simulta-
neous final group fixtures were ex-
tremely contrasting in nature. While
the game between the Reds and ISL
side Hyderabad FCat the Vivekananda
Yubabharati Krirangan (VYBK) was
tight and cagey in nature, it rained goals
at the Kalyani Stadium where Assam
Rifles and Gokulam Kerala squared off.

Thapastormsinto
semis of boxing nat’ls

Bellary: Five-time Asian Champion-
ships medallist Shiva Thapa entered the
semi-finals of the 5th men's Boxing
Nationals witha thrilling win over Ankit
Narwal, here on Sunday. The Assam
boxer showed great footwork and used
all his experience to put pressure on his
RSPB opponent with precise punches.
Though Thapa faced a stiff challenge,
he did not let the momentum slip and
completed a 4-1 win in the 63.5kg
quarter-final. For RSPB, Sachin and
Varinder Singh (60kg) emerged victors
in their respective quarter-finals.
PTI& AP

A Noble gesture

After coming on as a 94th-minute substitute only to take a penalty;,
West Ham midfielder misses to hand Manchester United a 2-1 winin EPL

REUTERS
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 19

WEST HAM United manager David Moyes
said it was his decision for substitute Mark
Noble to take the missed penalty in the 2-1
defeat by Manchester United in the Premier
League on Sunday.

Jesse Lingard snatched all three points
against former club West Ham with a vicious
89th-minute strike into the top corner after
Cristiano Ronaldo had cancelled out Said
Benrahma's opener in the first half.

The visitors had to cling on for the victory
and were let off the hook when goalkeeper
David de Gea saved the 94th-minute penalty
from Noble, who Moyes hauled on from the
bench immediately after Luke Shaw had
been penalised for handball.

Noble had only missed four of 42 career
penalties before Sunday and Moyes said he
had noregrets about the decision. "Not at all,
Mark Noble is one of the best penalty takers
we've got, it was my decision. Sometimes
they go your way sometimes they don't but
you have to take the decisions," Moyes told a
news conference. "I thought we had a really
good penalty taker on the bench and if some-
one else had taken it and missed I'd have
been more disappointed had I not taken that
decision. That's what happens, decision tak-
ing can either be right or wrong."

Moyes said England coach Gareth
Southgate's ill-fated decision to bring on
Marcus Rashford and Jadon Sancho to take
penalties in the Euro 2020 final shootout de-
feat to Italy had gone through his mind.
Moyes had also considered De Gea's poor
record at saving penalties -- the Spaniard had
failed to save any of the previous 40 spot-
kicks he had faced -- before making the de-
cision.

"It went through my mind quickly and I
asked Mark and he said yes," Moyes added.
"Ifelt that because of his record he was most
suited. Mark Noble has an incredible record
at penalties so I'm thinking Mark has come
on, De Gea's not saved many and hopefully
this is the answer."

It was the first time De Gea had kept out
a penalty since April 2016, having let in the
previous 40 spot-kicks he had faced includ-
ing 11 in the shootout in last season's Europa
League final loss to Villarreal.

"It was the last minute, I made the save.
Going through my head was 'save the ball'.
It'samassive three points for us," De Gea said.
"[t was a really tough game, both teams had
good chances, again a great goal from Jesse.

West Ham United’s Mark Noble takes a penalty, which he eventually missed,
against Manchester United in a Premier League match on Sunday. Reuters

JINXBROKEN

5 Number of years after which

David de Gea saved a penalty

for club and country. The last
time he saved one was in April
2016. Since then, he conceded 40
consecutive penalties before
saving Noble’s shot on Sunday.

HOW THEY STAND

P W D L GD Pts
Chelsea 5 4 1 0 11 13
Liverpool5 4 1 0 11 13
ManUtd 5 4 1 0 9 13
Brighton5 4 0 1 3 12
ManCity5 3 1 1 10 10

In the dressing room we said the three points
were the most important thing."

Lingard redemption

There was also a sense of redemption for
Lingard, whose stray pass had given away
Young Boys' last-gasp winner in the
Champions League on Tuesday. "Mistakes
happen in football, you have to overcome
those things," said Lingard, who scored nine
Premier League goals for West Ham last sea-

son after joining on loan. "I got a brilliant re-
ception. [ had a good time here but I have to
move on with Man United and do my best,"
he added.

Both sides showed signs of tiredness af-
ter their European exploits, with West Ham
winning 2-0 on Thursday in their opening
Europa League game away to Dinamo
Zagreb.

Moyes's side took the lead when Algerian
midfielder Benrahma tried his luck from the
edge of the area and his shot flew into the net
off the back of Raphael Varane. But the visi-
tors responded strongly and levelled when
Ronaldo struck a fourth goal in three games
since returning to Manchester United, net-
ting twice against Newcastle United and
once in the 2-1 defeat at Young Boys.

The Portuguese had another chance in
the second half before Lingard's strike when
he was again played in by Portugal team
mate Fernandes but Fabianksi thwarted the
attempt with his legs.

Chelsea beat Tottenham 3-0

Chelsea's dominant second-half per-
formance earned a 3-0 win at Tottenham
Hotspur thanks to goals by Thiago Silva,
N'Golo Kante and Antonio Rudiger as the
Blues moved joint top of the Premier League.

The emphatic scoreline did not look
likely in the first half as the hosts shaded it,
but Chelsea took complete control after the
break to send out an ominous warning in
the title race.

Football’s loss is athletics’
gain as Amlan bags 200m title

ANDREW AMSAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

ASSAM SPRINTER Amlan Borgohain won the
200m title with the second-best timing on
Indian soil at the Open Nationals, Warangal,
on Sunday. But it came at a price. The 23-
year-old, who clocked 20.75 seconds, to fin-
ish comfortably ahead of Balakumar Nitin
(21.06) and Nalabothu Shamugha (21.12),
had to give up on his first love, football, before
taking up athletics seriously.

“ was getting injured very often while
playing football and my mum did not like it.
You know how moms are, right?” says
Amlanwhose 20.75s s also the fifth-best all-
time run by an Indian. Troubled by the sight
of her son’s frequently bandaged ankles, she
decided it was time to put her foot down.

“My mom asked me to either switch toa
different sport or quit entirely. Playing foot-
ball wasn'tan option anymore. It was a tough
decision to make,” recalls the Cristiano
Ronaldo and Sunil Chhetri “superfan”. A con-
tactless sport like running was an easy choice
tomake, and after his first school meet he re-
alised this new discipline matched the
adrenaline kick football gave him.

Justwhen Amlan was looking for a men-
tor to help him progress to the next level, he
was spotted by James Hillier, the head coach
at Reliance Foundation Odisha Athletics
High-Performance Centre at Bhubaneswar
during a competition in July 2019.

The gamble

The first thing Hillier noticed: “He was a
little chubby.” But the seasoned English
coach, who has mentored the likes of Rio
Olympics 400m relay bronze medallist Emily
Diamond, saw something special in him. “It
is sometimes hard to describe. I just knew
there was something special about him. I
have been doing this for a long time. His tim-
ings were not great but I knew he had poten-
tial. Idecided to take the gamble,” says Hillier.

After further assessment, Hyderabad-
based Amlan was inducted into the training
centre at Bhubaneswar in early 2020. Amlan,
who arrived at the centre with a personal
best of 21.89s, has immensely impressed his
English coach but Hillier feels there is still a
lot of room for improvement.

“He arrived with a 13 percent body fat
and now it's seven (the same as his idol
Ronaldo’s). His muscle mass has also in-
creased. There are no specific areas but I
would say we will work on every aspect. I
will not give you a number as to how much
he can improve because that is like limiting
his potential,” says the 43-year-old coach.

During his free time, Amlan likes to knock
around the football in his room since play-

Amlan Borgohain clocked 20.75
seconds, to win the 200m title. It’s the
second-fastest timing on Indian soil.

“He (Amlan) arrived witha 13
percent body fat and now it’s
seven (the same as his idol
Ronaldo’s). His muscle mass has
alsoincreased. There are no
specific areas but | would say we
will work on every aspect. | will not
give you a number as to how much
he canimprove because that is like
limiting his potential.”

JAMES HILLIER
AMLAN BORGOHAIN'S COACH

ing his favourite sport on the ground is still
off-limits due to fear of getting injured. “You
can say football is banned for me right now.
[ but I watch a lot of football,” says Amlan
who also spends a lot of time reading moti-
vational books and watching TED Talks.

“I like to know about people’s struggles
and how they come up from them. It inspires
me alot,” says the chirpy youngster, who ap-
proves of Cristiano Ronaldo’s return to Old
Trafford. “I still have that old Ronaldo United
jersey,” says Amlan, who also bagged the
100m silver on Saturday.

But there’s another jersey that Amlan
would absolutely love to add to his collection.
“When Sunil Chhetri came to Hyderabad for
amatch [ got to meet him as a fan. I did not
get to sitdown and talk with him. If that hap-
pens that would be like a dream come true. I
know everything about him, his story, his
struggle. [ won’t ask him any questions but
just say one thing to him, ‘'m a big fan™".

Amlan may not have any questions to ask
butrest assured a request for a signed jersey
would be on the cards if and when he meets
the India football skipper.
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