AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

SThelndianEXPRESS

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2021, NEW DELHI, LATECITY ,16PAGES ~  SINCE 1932 ¥6.00 (T8 BIHAR & RAIPUR, ¥12 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

;T he Vision

Drishti IAS : Karol Bagh

General Studies

(Prelims & Mains Foundation)

' Batch begins with orientation class by ’

Dr. Vikas Divyakirti

" September
6:30 PM

Key Features of the Course

6 Team of best teachers led by Dr. Vikas Divyakirti

6 400+ classes of 1000+ hours

6 Coverage of complete syllabus from basic to advanced level

6 Proper emphasis on answer writing practice

6 Hybrid Format : facility to revise offline classes on Drishti Learning App
6 Regular Prelims and Mains class tests

6 Complete Study Material (Notes, booklets and Magazines)

6 Academic Support Team and a dedicated Batch Coordinator.

21, Pusa Road,
opposite Metro Pillar Number 98, 6010440440

Block 8, WEA, Karol Bagh, Delhi, 110005 01143065089

New Delhi




CLASS

2DS 8 TENDERS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18,2021

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,Hala Hussain,W/o-Tanseer
Ahmed Khan,R/0-Flat No.B-26,
Pocket-9A,Jasola, ND-25.have
changed my name to Hala
Husain,for all purpose.

0040584919-2

|,Vinod Kumar,S/o Late Sh.
Bishamber Singh,R/0 Flat.No.B-
102,Plot-8B, Nayantara-
Apartment,Sector-7,Dwarka,
New-Delhi-110075,declare that
I,have changed the name of my
minor daughter, from SHAGUN
to SHAGUN KUMAR,for all
purposes. 0040584928-3

I Amit Kumar S/o kaushalendra
R/0 A3/514,T-11, Purvanchal
silver City-2, Greater Noida
have changed my son’s name
Krishnajawlato Krishna
Chaudhary for all-purposein
future 0070754263-1

1,Shiv Devi W/o,Lt. Bharpur
Singh N0.8001029 PNR R/0 122-
B,DDA flat, Gazipur, Delhi-96
have changed my name to Shiv
Devi Sajwan. 0040584928-4

I,Sheela Verma wife of
Wg.Cdr.Kailash Chandra Verma
(Retd.)Residing of-C-2/333,
Vasant KunjNew Delhi-110070
to Smt. Sheela Varma,vide-
affidavit dated-14092021.

0040584923-9

I,Santosh punia W/o, Sh.satpal
Singh R/0-RZH-848, Street.No-
14 Rajnagar-Il,Palam Colony,
New Delhi-110077,Have
changed my name to Santosh
kumari, for all purposes.

0040584876-1

I,REBECA/ REBA, W/O.ANAMUL
HAQUE, ADD-B-59A HARSH
VIHAR HARI NAGAR PART-3,
SOUTH-EAST DELHI-110044.
Changed my name to REVA,
permanently. 0040584907-5

I,RAJANDER KUMAR SHARMA,
S/0 BRIJENDRA NATH SHARMA
R/0-23, Pushpdeep-Enclave,
Sikandra Bodla Road, Agra,UP.
have changed my nameto
RAJENDRA KUMAR SHARMA.

0040584923-6

I,Pawan Kumar S/o Atma Ram
Goel R/0-B-3/14, Second
Floor,Paschim Vihar, Delhi-
110063 have changed my name
to Pawan Kumar Goel.

0040584919-8

I,Pandey Seema Shridhar D/o,
Shridhar Pandey W/o,Pramod
Kumar Tripathi R/0-A-12,
GaliNo.4, Shashi Garden,Mayur
Vihar-1, Delhi-110091,have
changed my nameto Seema
Tripathi. 0040584919-5

I,PRASHANT CHANNA,S/O
PARVEEN KUMAR CHANNA,
H.NO-45, SILVER PARK, SHIV
PURI, KRISHNA-NAGAR, DELHI-
110051,have changed my name
to PRASHANT CHANANA.

0040584923-7

I,Nilima Khandare w/o Sunil
Kisan Khandare R/o Tower9,
Flat N0.1105 Lotus Boulevard,
Sector-100, Noida, UP-201301
have changed my name to
Nilima Sunil Khandare for all
future purposes.

0040584735-2

I,Naseem Ahmed,S/0 Tasleem
Ahmad H.No.C-126, Gali No.04,
Shri.Ram Colony, Rajiv-Nagar,
Delhi-110094,Have Changed my
Name to Naseem Ahmad,
Permanently. 0040584923-1

I,Naresh Kumar Dodwani,S/o
Ram chand R/0.43-A pocket-
I,Dilshad garden,Delhi-95,have
changed my name to Naresh
Kumar,for all future purposes.

0040584907-1

I,Nagamani legally wedded
spouse of No-14838826
Sep/MT-Govinda Raju Pyla,
S/0-Guru Naidu, R/0-
Saripalli,Tehsil-Nellimarla,
District-Vizianagaram(AP)-
535218 have changed my name
from Nagamani to Nagamain
Pyla and (DoB- 13th Oct-1988).1
have applying for change of
name.Objections befiled to
concerned authorities.

0020426980-1

I,Mona W/o-Damanpreet
Singh,R/0 VB-95, First-Floor,
Street No-3A,Virender Nagar,
Janakpuri,Delhi-110058,have
changed my name Dashmeet
Kaur. 0040584907-8

I,Prem Lata W/o Pawan Kumar
Goel R/0-B-3/14, Second Floor,
Paschim Vihar, Delhi-110063
have changed my nameto
Prem Lata Goel.

0040584919-7

I,Madhumati Kumari D/o
Rajkishore Prasad, W/o
Shambhu Prasad Gupta
presently Ho.No.61, Pocket-D,
LIG Flats, G.T.B. Enclave Delhi-
110093 have changed my name
as Madhu Gupta for all
purposes. 0040584907-2

I,Krishan Kumar,S/o Surat
Singh,R/0-B/74 B-Block,Nanda
Enclave,Najafgarh,South West
Delhi-110043,have changed my
name to Krishan Kumar
Saini,for all future purposes.

0040584923-10

I,Kafeel Ahmad,S/o0 Abdul
Gaffar,H.No.B-267, Gali.N0.04,
Shri.Ram Colony, Rajiv-Nagar,
Delhi-110094,Have Changed my
Name to Kafil Ahmad,
Permanently.

0040584923-3

I,Harish Kumar Verma S/O Shri
Gori Shankar R/O WZ-A-1/278,
Second Floor (Eastern Side)
Hastsal Road,Uttam Nagar,
New-Delhi-110059 Have
Changed my Name to Harish
Kumar. 0040584919-9

I,Gopal Chander S/o0 Ganga
Prasad R/o Shri,Saraswati,
Mandir Dharamshala C-Block,
Saraswati Vihar Pitampura
Delhi-110034,have changed my
name to Gopal Chandra
Raikwar.

0040584919-3

l,Gopal Krishan Vichuja R/0 44-
B, AP-Block Pitampura, New
Delhi, have changed my name
from Gopal Krishan Vishuja to
Gopal Krishan Vichuja for all
future purposes

0040584843-1

I, Aalok Kumar Sangal S/o
Ravindra Kumar Sangal R/0.D-
169/57, Sector-50, Noida,
Gautam Buddh Nagar, UP-
201301 have changed my name
to ALOKK KUMAR SANGAL for
all future purposes.

0070754262-1

l,Dashmeet Kaur W/o-
Damanpreet Singh R/0 VB-95,
First-Floor, Street.No-3A,
Virender-Nagar,Janakpuri,
Delhi-110058,have changed my
minor son’s name,from
Jappanjeet Singh Lamba to
Jappanjeet Singh.

0040584907-7

IRamphal S/o Sh.Sant Ram
Anuragi R/0 H-2/15, Kunwar
Singh Nagar, Nangloi,West
Delhi, Delhi-110041,have
changed my name to Rudra
Anuragi for all purposes.

0040584866-2

| Ram Prakash Anuragi S/o Late
Sh.BaliRam Anuragi R/0 H-
2/15, Kunwar Singh Nagar,
Nangloi,Nilothi, West Delhi,
Delhi-110041 have changed my
name to Mullu for all purposes.

0040584866-3

1,DIVYA DIXIT W/O PRASHANT
DIXIT R/0 101, Skytech Magadh,
Plot No.GH7, Sector-3,Vaishali,
Ghaziabad,have changed my
name to DIVYA GAUR.

0040584923-5

I,Bhupendra Ghavare S/o M.G.
Ghavare R/0-H.No0.86-F, Pocket-
1,Mayur Vihar-1, Delhi-110091,
have changed my minor son’s
name Bittoo to Prathmesh
Ghavare aged-8-years.

0040584919-6

l,Anita Rani W/o Pawan Kumar
Anand R/o-Flat,No.91,Dataram,
Cooperative Group, Housing,
Society Ltd.Sector-18 Rohini
Delhi-110085, changed my
name to Anita Anand.

0040584919-4

1,Afroz Jahan,w/o0 Abdul Jabbar,
resident of,third-floor,Taj-
Enclave,Geeta Colony-110031,
inform that Afroz Jahan and
Afroz Jabbar both name are of
same person. 0040584907-3

I, have changed my name from
Debojit Pramanik to Debojit
Das S/o Late Sh. Shankar
Kumar R/0 2-A, GaliNo-2,0ld
Arjun Nagar, Delhi-110051 for
all future purposes.

0040584879-1

I, Vineet Rohatgi, S/o Rajeshwar
Nath Rohatgi, R/0 A-351,
Sector-46,Noida-201303, have
changed my nameto Vineet
Kumar Rohatgi. 0070754226-1

I, VIRENDER KAUR, W/0o
BALWINDER SINGH, ADD-577/6,
GALIL.NO.06,GOVID PURI,
KALKAJI, NEW-DELHI-110019,
Changed my name to VEENA
SAHOTA. 0040584919-1

1, VIJAY SHARMA, S/0.RAM
DASS, ADD-B-657.G D COLONY
MAYUR VIHAR PHASE-3,EAST
DELHI-110096.Changed my
nameto VIJAY KUMAR,
permanently. 0040584907-4

I, Nirender Singh S/o Puran
Singh R/0 23, Second Floor,
Samrat Enclave, Pitampura,
Delhi Changed Name to
Narinder Singh.

0040584923-11

l, Shaikh Shaidul Hussain S/o
Shaikh Abdul Khalique R/o Flat
No. 14-E, Himalya Legend, Nyay
Khand-1, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad-201014 have
changed my name to Sheikh
Shaidul Hussain for all
purposes 0040584878-1

l,Randhir Singh, S/o Girver Das,
R/0 Z-403 B, Sector-12, Noida,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301, have changed
my minor Son’s name from
Nikhil aged 13 years to Nikhil
Sainiforever. 0070754258-1

I, Pramod Kumar Gupta, S/o
Pyare Lal, R/026/26, Gali No-11,
Vishwas Nagar, Shahdara,
Delhi-110032, have changed my
name to Pramod Kumar.

0070754237-1

I, Naveen Bharath Duvvuru S/o
Ram Sudhakar Duvvuru R/0 54-
I,Lane-C4, Central Avenue,
Sainik Farms, ND-80 have
changed my name to Naveen
Bharath. 0040584877-1

1, Lokesh Chander s/o Harish
Chander r/o B-38, UGF, New
Layalpur Extension, Krishna
Nagar, Delhi-110051 have
changed my name to LOKESH
MEHRA For all future purposes.

0040584889-1

I, Kavita Vishnoi W/o Sh.
Vijayant Kumar R/0 4077, B-
5&6, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-
110070 have changed my name
to Kavita Sikka.

0040584884-1

1, JEET MEHRA S/O TEJRAM
KUMAR R/0 206,Pocket-A,
Janta-Flat, Sarita Vihar,Delhi
have changed my name to JEET
KUMAR. 0040584923-4

I, Hazi Ikramuddin,S/o Haji
Kamaluddin,H.No.F-43, Gali.
No.07, Jagat-Puri, Delhi-110051,
Have Changed my Name to
Ikramuddin, Permanently.

0040584923-2

l, Harjinder Kaur Khanna, W/o
Gurdial Singh Khanna, R/o WZ-
406-S, Janak Park, Hari Nagar,
Delhi-110064 have changed my
name to HARJINDER KAUR.

0040584890-1

l, Govind Singh S/o Diwan Singh
R/01401-B/2, Street No.5, Jain
Nagar, Karala, North West
Delhi-110081, do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare
that my mother name s
Bhawana (as per my 10th class
certificate). However,as per
herdocuments her nameis
Bhaguli Devi. Both Bhawana
and Bhaguli Devi are one and
the same person.

0040584891-1

I, Amrita Shankar Mahato, W/O
of Hari Shankar Mahato, from
RZ-439, 12B, UGF, Street no. 13,
Palam Village, Kailashpuri,
New Delhi-110045 have
changed my name to Amrita
Shankar Singh for all purposes.

0050184261-1

I Meena W/o Sh. Dinesh Kumar
R/0 G-2,H.No.25,Sethi Enclave,
GaliNo.3,Mohan Garden, Uttam
Nagar,Delhi-59 declare that my
name wrongly written as
Mansiin my son (Vishal)
school certificate,my actual
name is Meena forall
purposes. 0040584874-1

I Kumari Sonali Bhoi D/O,
Kishore Chandra BhoiR/0 B-
202, Kaveri Apartments,
Alaknanda, New Delhi-110019
have changed my nameto
Sonali Bhoi 0040584887-1

1, Bagirthi Devi W/o,No
6789651EX SEP, Lt.Lakhi Ram
R/0,32,Galibpur, Delhi-73 have
changed my name to Bhagrathi

0040584928-5

IDimple Gupta W/o Sunil Kuman
Guptaresident of H.NO.-795
Gopal Nagar, Behind Hindu
College of Management; Neem
Wali Gali,Sonepat-131001,
Haryana have changed my
name from Kumari Dimpal
Agarwal, Dimpal Agarwal to
Dimple Gupta. 0040584911-1

1,INAMUL HAQUE, S/0.
MOHAMMAD YUNUS, ADD-B-
59A HARSH VIHAR HARI-NAGAR
PART-3,SOUTH EAST DELHI-
110044, changed my name to
ANAMUL HAQUE, permanently.

0040584907-6

I Dya Kishan S/o Ram Vilas
SharmaR/089/2, Vrindavan
Garden, Sahibabad, Pasonda,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201005, have changed my name
to Daya Kishan Sharma for all
purposes 0070754256-1

IBantu S/o Subhash R/0 House
No.-105, Near Vikas Kendar,
Vill-Panghal, Teh-Barwala,
Distt-Hisar, Haryana-125121,
have changed my name to Amit
Kumar 0070754254-1

1,Wg.Cdr.Kailash Chandra
Verma (Retd.)son of late
Shri.Dewan Chand Varma,
Residing of-C-2/2333,Vasant
Kunj,New Delhi-110070 to
Kailash Chandra varma,Vide-
affidavit dated-14092021 at
New-Delhi. 0040584923-8

LOST & FOUND

l,Kanwarijit Singh Makkar,S/o
Surjit Singh,have lost my
Original-Lease Deed of
Property.N0.33/300ld-
Rajinder-Nagar New-Delhi,duly
Regd.No0.5244,Book No 1. Vol.
N0.1568 On 19/07/1966,If found
Pls.Contact:7011732128.

0040584928-2

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

The General Public is hereby informed
that my Clients Sh. Kuldip Singh S/o Sh.
Mohinder Singh and his wife Smt.
Santosh and there son Pankaj Singh all
R/o House No. 39, Near Sunaro Wali
Dharamshala Fauji Chowk Extension
1c Nangloi-110041 have disowned/
debarred their son namely Kamal Singh
and Sheetal living in a live-in
relationship with my clients son from all
their movable and immovable
properties. My clients and their family
members have severed their all kinds of
relations and their family members shall
be at all not responsible of any act done
by them in what so manner in future.
Sd/- RAVI SONI (ADVOCATE)
Ch.No. 706, Lawyers Chamber,
Rohini Courts, Delhi-110085
Mob:- 9810209025

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby that my clients (1)
Smt. Charu Aggarwal w/o Sh. Ankur
Aggarwal, and (2) Smt. Vibha Aggarwal w/o
Sh. Amit Aggarwal, both R/o A-223, Meera
Bagh, Paschim Vihar, New Delhi-110087,
are interested to purchase the DDA Free
Hold M.L.G Flat no.1, on Ground Floor, in
Block GH-9, Area zone G-17, Paschim
Vihar, New Delhi, from Sh. Umesh Chawla
Slo Late Goverdhan lal Chawla Rlo GH-
9/158, Paschim Vihar, New Delhi, if any|
person, body concern, bank or financial
institution having any charge over the said
flat can lodge the same to the undersigned
within seven days. Failing which it shall be
deemed that the said flat is free from all
encumbrance,charges, lienetc.
San]ay Jlndal ADVOCATE
h. No.- 9868495152
Enrl. No. D/479/13

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client ANIL KUMAR S/O SH.
RANDHIR SINGH R/O HOUSE NO
68, RITHALA, RAJAPUR KALAN,
NORTH WEST, DELHI-110085 and
his family have sever all his relations
and debar his son NITIN and his
wife NISHA from all his movable-
immovable properties due to their
misconduct. Anybody dealing with
them will do so at his/ her risk. My
client will not be responsible for their

acts and deeds.

Sd/- R. K. JHA
Enrl. No. D/1332/2002 Advocate
BAR ROOM NO 16, DISTRICT
COURT, ROHINI, DELHI
Ph No. : 9971364162

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the public at
large, on behalf of my client, Mr.
Aninder Singh Sawhney(“Owner”) of
Plot bearing no. 1189, admeasuring
376.98 Sq. Yards., Block-C, in the
said colony known as Esencia,
Sector-67, Gurgaonby virtue of
Conveyance Deed dated 20.11.2013
executed by M/s Ansal Townships
Infrastructure Ltd.They have lost
Original Conveyance Deed dated
20.11.2013and F.LR. has been
lodged on 30.06.2015 for the loss of
the same.Anyone who find it may
please return to the below mentioned
address and misusing the document
shall be personally liable and penal
action may be taken against those
responsible.Mr. Aninder Singh
Sawhney now intends to sell the
Third Floor built on the said property
to the intended buyer and shall be
mortgaged with Kotak Mahindra
Bank. Anyone who has any objection
in respect of the ownership of the
property may please inform at below
mentioned address with
documenttry proof within 7 (seven)
days of this public notice.

Mohd. Khairul Hussain Advocate
Ch. No. 214, 2nd Floor, Delhi High
Court, New Delhi-110001
Mob.-8810391672

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Sh. Sohan Lal & Smt.
Sunita both R/o H. No. 4 Gali No.
40, Mahindra Park, Adarsh Nagar
Delhi-110033, do hereby
disown/debar their Jatin & His
Wife Smt. Anuradha & Their Child
from all movable-immovable
properties due to being out of|
control, misbehaviour and bad
conduct towards my clients and
their family members. Anybody
deals with them, shall do at their
own cost & risk. My Clients and
their family members will no be
responsible for their any acts/
deeds in future in any manner
whatsoever.

Parminder Singh Dhanjal (Advocate)

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Smt. Geeta Malhotra W/o Late Sh.
Prem Pal Malhotra R/o D-55, First Floor,
Greater Kailash, Enclave-ll, New Delhi -
110048, have disowned and debarred her
younger son AJAY MALHOTRA Daughter - in-
law VIDHU MALHOTRA Grandson Master
ARYAN MALHOTRA and daughter JYOTI
MALHOTRA (Divorcee) from her all movable
and immovable properties and severed all
relations with immediate effect, due to they
are not in control of my client since long times
and residing separately since long times. My
client and her elder son shall not be
responsible and/or liable for any act, dispute,
dealing, transaction or omission of Ajay
Malhotra, his family members and Jyoti
Malhotra (Divorcee).

Sd/- KALLU SINGH (Advocate)
Ch. No. 752, Dwarka Court Complex,

Sec.-10, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general public
at large that our client Smt. Shweta
WadhwaSaraswatis PURCHASING
the residential Flat No. A-803, Sunny
Valley Apartment Sector-12, Plot No.
27, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075 from
Sh. Virendra Kumar Goel, who is the
owner of the aforesaid property
inherited through registered Will,
which was given in his favour and
honoured by all his family members
& legal heirs. My client has received
No Objection Certificates from all
Surviving members and their legal
heirs of the aforesaid property. If any
person(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right, title
orinterestin the said property please
contact us within 15 days from the
date of this notice on the number
mentioned herein below, failing
which my client i.e. Smt. Shweta
WadhwaSaraswatshall not be held
responsible in any manner
whatsoever.

Mohd. Khairul Hussain, Advocate
Ch. No. 214, 2nd Floor, Delhi High
Court, New Delhi-110001,
Mob.-8810391672

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, the undersigned, hereby informed
to the public at large that my clients
Mr. Rajeev Kumar & Mr. Rakesh
Kumar both sons of late Sh. Shadi
Lal Kumar filed a suit No.416/2021
before Hon'ble Delhi High Court
titled as Rajeev Kumar & Anr. Versus
Sanjeev Kumar & Ors. thereby
challenging the gift deeds dated
26.02.2018 & 06.05.2018 executed
by Smt. Sunita Rani in favour of Smt.
Geeta Kumar. The Hon'ble Delhi
High Court vide its order dated
06.09.2021 directed the parties to
maintain status qua with regards to
Property No. BF-108, JANAK PURI,
NEW DELHI-110058 till further
orders. Anyone dealing with said
property shall be doing so at his own
risks, costs and consequences and
my client shall not be responsible for
any loss or damages sustained by
the said person(s).
(ANIL PANWAR) ADVOCATE
OFFICE: B-23, JANGPURA
EXTENSION, NEW DELHI - 110014

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis hereby inform to the public at
large that My Client Khwaja
Syed Mohammad Nizami S/O
Late Sh. Khwaja Mehdi Nizami
R/O 133-134, Basti Hazrat
Nizamuddin, New Delhi-110013,
is absolute/ lawful owner and
landlord of the property bearing
121(NEW), 51/1(OLD), BURJ-E-
HASAN situated at BASTI
NIZAMUDDIN, NEW DELHI-
110013, the property is let out by
his father and uncle. The said
property was inherited by my
client from his father and uncle.
Nobody has any right / title and
interest except my aforesaid
client if anyone/anybody deals in
this regards to aforesaid
property including sale/|
mortgage/ possession or receive
earnest money or create any sort
of encumbrance including third
party interest, the same shall be
treated as null and void and will
face legal consequences i.e.,
civil and criminal.
A litigation is also pending for the
aforesaid property against Smt.
Shakuntala Mall in the court of
MS. Chitranshi arora, Ld. Civil
Judge, Saket Court, New Delhi.
Sd/- Afreen Khan (Advocate)
(Enl No. D/3000/2021)
H-62, LFG, Lajpat Nagar |
New Delhi-110024

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concerned that
my clients Sh. Kameshwar Singh
Slo Lt. Sh. Ramayodhya Singh &
Smt. Vimal Devi Wio Shri Kameshwar Singh
Both Rlo A-20, Raju Extension, Sector 15,
Dwarka, New Delhi-110078 are hereby
disowning their Daughter Ms. Diksha from
all of their movable & immovable properties.
My clients are not able to five with their above
mentioned daughter because of her rude &
adamant behavior & at this stage of fife my
clients want to live peacefully; therefore, my
clients are severing all their relationships
with their aforesaid daughter.
Chandrakant Tiwari
(Advocate)
Ch. 493-A, Civil Wing, Tis Hazari Courts, Dehi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE T KNOWN TO GENERAL
PUBLIC NOTICE THAT MY CLIENT
MOHD. IQBAL ANSARI S/O SHRI
MOHD. SIDDIQ ANSARI AND HIS
WIFE SHAKEELA BEGUM BOTH
R/O HOUSE NO. 1, DDA MARKET,

- OFFICE OF THE
:ﬁ,’ EXECUTIVE ENGINEER :
% RWSS DIVISION:
0-710 BERHAMPUR

Near JaradaBunglow, Pin — 760004,

Ph. 0680-2296344
eerwss_bam@nic.in

rwssbam@gmail.com
Government of Odisha
“e” Procurement Notice
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE
BIDDING

2nd Corrigendum to Bid
Identification No.
EERWSSBAM- 16/ 2021-22
No. Dated

The tender ID- EERWSSBAM-
16/2021-22 consisting of total 02
nos. of works is hereby cncelled.
All other terms and conditions
remain unaltered.
Superintending Engineer
RWSA&S Division, Berhampur
OIPR-25035/11/0009/2122

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY
RAJA RAMANNA CENTRE FOR ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY, INDORE- 452013

e NIT NO: RRCATICIRev/30391W-4105/2021/11 Dated: 14.09.2021
Online item rate tenders are invited through e-tendering mode by Chief Engineer, RRCAT,
PO-RRCAT, Indore, 452013, on behalf of President of India in two bids, from eligible
contractors for the work “Upgradation of Old houses and Providing of Tensile structure
near Guard House at RRCAT Indore.” Estimated cost X 174.00 Lakh. EMD Exempted
However original Bid security (EMD) Declaration has to be submitted. Completion
Period 12 Months including rainy season. Tender Processing Fee Nil. Detailed NIT & tender
document can be downloaded from the website https://leprocure.gov.infeprocure/app
from 24.09.2021 (10:00 Hrs) to (17.00 Hrs) on 08.10.2021 Last date of closing of tender
uploading (i.e. submission) — 20.10.2021(15:00 Hrs). Original Bid Security (EMD)
Declaration in enclosed format need to be uploaded in enclosed format. (Annexure-1).
The tender submitted without Bid Security (EMD) Declaration in requisite format shall
be summarily rejected. Online opening of Technical Bid on 25.10.2021 at 15:30 Hrs.
Financial Bids of qualified bidders will be opened at a later date to be notified separately.
The detailed NIT can also be viewed & downloaded from www.rrcat.gov.in. After free
viewing of Tender Documents in PDF Format, interested agency to download Technical &
Financial Bids in Excel Format for participating, using their User ID / Password & Class IlI
DSC before last date of sale. Registered agencies only can purchase / download & submit /
upload tenders. Agencies may visit above website for registration. Contact for assistance /

clarifications on 24x7 CPP helpdesk. Chief Engineer, RRCAT
For & on behalf of President of India

SHAHZADA BAGH, INDERLOK,
DELHI-110035. HAVE DISOWNED/
DEBARRED THEIR SON SAIF
IQBAL ALIAS ZEESHAN AND HIS
WIFE ADIBA REHMAN FROM ALL
THEIR MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES WITH IMMEDIATE
EFFECT, AS THEY ARE NOT IN
CONTROL OF MY CLIENT, MY
CLIENT AND HIS FAMILY MEMBER
SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE
FOR ANY KIND OF THEIR ACTS.
Sd/- HIMAL AKHTAR

ADVOCATE

Chamber No. T-16, Tehsil Lane,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my clients, (i)
Shri Gulshan Kumar (Ahuja), Son of
Late Shri Khem Chand, and (i) Smt.
Santosh Kumari (Ahuja), wife of Shri
Gulshan  Kumar (Ahuja), both
residents of B-124/1, Derawal Nagar,
Delhi 110009, have dis-
owned/debarred and severed all their
ties with their son, Shri Deepak Ahuja,
his wife, Smt. Chetna Ahuja @ Smt.
Chetna Manchanda and his son,
Master Shaarav Ahuja. Henceforth,
they shall have no right, title or interest
in any of my clients' properties,
moveable or immoveable, whatsoever
and wheresoever. My clients shall
have absolutely no liability/
responsibility for any act, omissions or
deed done or committed by Shri
Deepak Ahuja and/or his wife, on any
account whatsoever. Any person
dealing with them shall be doing so at
his own cost and consequences.

Sd/- Madhur Gulshan Sapra
(Advocate) Enrl. No. D-762/2003
Chamber No. 69, Civil Wing,

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi 110054.

“IMPORTANT"™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Notice of Inviting E-Tender

DRM (S&T)/ North Western Railway /
Jaipur, forand on behalf of the President of
India, invite E-Tendeers from registered
tenderer/bidders for the following work. E-
Tender Notice No. : SNT-JP-03-2021-22,
Name of Work with a location : Annual
maintenance contract for Electronics
Interlocking (El) System Medha Make at
9 El stations on Jaipur Division. (for 2
years), Approx. Cost of Work : Rs.
10909884 .24/-, Earnest Money (Rs.) : 0/-
(Online Payment only), Date and time for
submission up to on www.ireps.gov.in:

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
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NORTH DELHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

DUAL BID TENDER NOTICE
N.LT.No. E EE-1 I/TC/2021-22/12........cccecuevvrriiannne. Dated 17.09.2021
Tender Download / Sale /Bid submission Start Date...18.09.2021 12:00PM
Tender Download / Sale / Bid Submission End Date...18.09.2021 15:00PM
Technical Bid Open Date and Time.............cccceeunee 28.09.2021 15:00PM
Opening of Financial Bid.............. 05.10.2021 at 15:00 PM (TENTATIVE)
On behalf of the Commissioner, North DMC, on-line item rate tenders for
the below mentioned work are invited from the firms dealing in line as per
time table above.
Name of work: Engaging of Man Power for maintenance and operation
of Electrical Installation, Pumps, Lift, DG. Set, Fire Fighting and Alarm
System etc. at Balak Ram Hospital. Head of A/c: XL-IXA-VII, Estimated
amount put to tender-Rs.26,44,765/-, EMD Rs. 52,900/-, Tender Cost:
Rs. 500/-, Time of Completion: 5 months, Rates hold goods for 6
months from opening of financial bid/negotiation, whichever is later.
Note: Any subsequent corrigendum / information in respect of above
tender will not be published in News Papers and will only be posted
on our website. Bidders are advised to take specific note of this. The
complete details, terms & condition etc. in respect of this tender is
available at https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app. Bidders not
registered on this portal need to get registered on this portal first to
participate in tender.

Sd/-
R.O. No.38/DPI/North/2021-22 Ex. Engineer (Elect.)/Civil Lines Zone

e

Sr. NAME OF oLD NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM WEBSITE OF | NODAL OFFICER/
No. BOARD REFERENCE/ THE BOARD CONTACT
CORP./AUTH NIT NO. CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL

1. UHBVN NIT NO. 37/ APPOINTMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION 9356063249
SE PRO- AGENCY FOR ESTABLISHING AMR SYSTEM | www.uhbvn.org.in seprojects @
JECTS/AMR | FOR 11 KV FEEDERS AND THEIR O&M FOR uhbvn.org.in

A PERIOD OF 5 YEARS IN R-APDRP & IPDS

AREAS OF UHBVN & DHBVN. EXTENSION

OF DATE UPTO 28.09.2021

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
4805/HRY

i (SOVERMMENT OF HARYVAMNA [ESI=TToT=rrrre TVl e

Sr. NAME OF OLD REFE- NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM WEBSITE OF NODAL OFFICER/
No. | DEPARTMENT RENCE/ THE DEPART- CONTACT
NIT NO. MENT DETAILS/EMAIL
| THE TENDER FOR THE WORK OF CONSTRUCTION
1 IRRIGATION & N/i)[?glf_}égt PARALLEL LINED CHANNEL PLC FROM RD 1000 TO | e otar do o 0173524263;
WATER 60420 AND REMODELLING OF WJC MLL FROM RD 0 ps://etenders. | xendadupur
RESOURCES | 01/09..2021 | TO 68220 WAS INVITED BY THIS OFFICE LETTER NO hry.nic.in yahoo.com
DEPARTMENT 6085-6102/4-A DATED 01.09.2021 WHICH WAS
SCHEDULED TO BE RECEIVED UPTO 30.09.2021
HARYANA AND NOW IT WILL BE RECEIVED UPTO 08.10.2021
DADUPUR DUE TO ADMINISTRATIVE REASONS OTHER TERMS
AND CONDITIONS REMAIN UNCHANGED
CHANGES THE ESIMATED COST OF ALL VILLAGES . 8708577177
2 PANCHAYATI 8011/ EXCEPT BEHLBA KHAS & GIRAWAR VILLAGE OF | Nttps://etenders. prexeeng.roh@
RAJ ROHTAK | 07.09.2021 BLOCK MEHAM DISTT ROHTAK hry.nic.in hry.nic.in
8013/ CHANGES THE ESIMATED COST OF ALL VILLAGES i 8708577177
8 PANCHAYATI | 17 995021 | EXCEPT BHAINI MAHARAJPUR VILLAGE OF BLOCK | Nitpsi/etenders. prexeeng.roh@
RAJ ROHTAK MEHAM DISTT. ROHTAK hry.nic.in hry.nic.in

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

4803/HRY

11.10.2021 Up to 15.00 hrs., Websit
Particular & Notice board location :
www.ireps.gov.in, and DRM Office /
NWR/ Jaipur. 496-SP/21
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Bids are invited for works given

No. JDA/EE&TA to Dir. Engg.-l / 2021-22 / D-97

NOTICE INVITING BID

NIB No. : EE & TA to Dir. Engg.-ll /20 / 2021-22

JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, JAIPUR

le, Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur- 302004
Date : 17.09.2021

below in various zones as per details given below:
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Be it known to public at large that my
following clients namely (i) Sh. Uma
Dutt and his LRs R/o T-1/1101, TDI
Tuscan City, Kundli Sonipat,
Haryana-131028, (ii) Smt. Nirmala
Devi and her LRs R/o T-22, 3rd Floor,
TDI Tuscan Floor, Kundli Sonipat,
Haryana-131028, (jii) Sh. Harit Pant
S/o Sh. Dinesh Chandra Pant R/o
Tower-7, Flat No. 803, TDI Tuscan
City, Kundli Sonipat, Haryana-
131028, (iv) Sh. Vishesh Popli S/o
Sh. C. P. Popli R/o Tower-02, Flat
No.704, TDI Tuscan City, Kundli
Sonipat, Haryana-131028, (v) Sh.
Manjit Singh Rana, S/o Sh. Giani
Ram Rana, R/o T-11/0201, TDI
Tuscan City, Kundli Sonipat,
Haryana-131028 and (vi) Sh. Sushil
Kumar S/o Sh. S. N. Thakur, R/o T-
10/0102, TDI Tuscan City, Kundli
Sonipat, Haryana-131028, have sev-
ered all relationship including mem-
bership from THF RWA Phase 1,
Sector-58, Kundli, Sonepat, Haryana
vide its Reg. No. HR/008/2019/02876
due to collusion of their office-bearers
with promoters/ builder. Any act or
action will not be binding or applicable
upon my abovesaid clients taken by
above THF RWA in any manner,
whatsoever, in future from today
onwards till its revocation.
Sd/- SAKET KUMAR (ADVOCATE)
Ch. No. 674, First Floor, Western
Wing, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sale of Freehold Residential
FLAT BEARING NO. SF/18,
VARDAN APARTMENT, ABHAY
KHAND-3, INDIRAPURAM,
GHAZIABAD, U.P.

Notice is hereby given to the
General Public that my client LIC
Housing Finance Ltd had
disbursed a loan to Mrs. Rashmi
Gupta & Mr. Manvendra Kumar,
vide loan a/c no.14010062806
and 14010061938 against the
mortgage of Residential FLAT
BEARING NO. SF/18, VARDAN
APARTMENT, ABHAY KHAND-
3, INDIRAPURAM, GHAZIABAD,
U.P. It has come to notice that the
original property paper(s) i.e.
Sale Deed dated 30/03/2010,
registered vide no. 8641, vol
no.15101, page 131-190 in
favour of Mrs. Rashmi Gupta &
Mr. Manvendra Kumar have been
misplaced. The said property is
being purchased by Mr. Manish
Kumar S/o Mr. Chattar Pal and
Mrs. Savita Dhawan w/o
Mr. Manish Kumar, R/o
FLAT NO.B-34, GARJIYA
APARTMENT, ABHAY KHAND-3,
INDIRAPURAM, GHAZIABAD,
UTTAR PRADESH-201014. It is
hereby appealed to the general
public that if any claimant is
there against the said property,
the same may be notified
within 15 days at below
mentioned address.

MANISHA CHAUDHARY, ADVOCATE
JUS LEGALIS 210, VARDHMAN STAR
CITY_ MALL (NEAR RAMPHAL CHOWK),
SECT-7 DWARKA, NEW DELHI-110075
CONTACT NO.: 011-45606363, 9899006723
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Advocates Sollcllors

Delhi High Courts, R. No. DL47/93

Court Address: Ch. No. 253-254,

Near UCO Bank Patiala House Court,

New Delhi - 110001.

Off.: B-77A, LGF, Kalkaji, New Delhi - 110019

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice
Divl. Rly. Manager, N.W.Rly. Bikaner for
and on behalf of President of India invites
open E-Tender for the following works up
to 15.00 hours on 11.10.2021 as below :
Tender No. : 50 : Name of Work with its
Location : Construction of civil engg.
structures in connection with Up-
gradation and interlocking of 02
manned L-xings C-74-Il and 87-l in BTI-
SOG section under ADEN-/HMH.,
Approx. Cost of Work : Rs. 1803209.77,
EarnestMoney Rs. : Nil, TenderNo.: 51:
Name of Work with its Location : BTI-
SOGsec-TTR(TWS+WCMSC)1in12-
49 Nos & 1 in 8.5 - 03 Nos. under
ADEN/I/HMH, Approx. Cost of Work :
Rs. 13390210.70, Earnest Money Rs. :
Rs.217000.00, Tender No. : 52 : Name of
Work with its Location : Construction of
civil engg. structures in connection
with Up-gradation and interlocking of
14 manned L-xings in the jurisdiction of
Sr. DEN/E under ADEN/Bhiwani,
Approx. Costof Work : Rs. 12623565.77,
EarnestMoney Rs. : Nil, TenderNo.:53:
Name of Work with its Location :
Improvement to road surface of various
Level crossings i.e. 27 nos on RE-HNS
section and 13 nos on RE-NWN under
ADEN/Bhiwani, Approx. Cost of Work :
Rs.4377577.88, Earnest Money Rs. : Nil,
Tender No. : 54 : Name of Work with its
Location Replacement of old
damaged pipeline from jui canal pump
house to railway reservoirs (Diggi) at
Bhiwani under ADEN/Bhiwani, Approx.
Cost of Work : Rs. 3753841.90, Earnest
Money Rs. : Nil, Tender No. : 55 : Name of
Work with its Location : Improvement of
Platforms at Hisar station under
ADEN/Sirsa, Approx. Cost of Work : Rs.
3629107.28, Earnest Money Rs. : Nil,
Note : Other term & condition will be
shown on N.W.Rly. website www.ireps

-gov.in. 492-SP/21

Follow us at [ FAC]/NWRailways [@] NWRailways_

S. Cost of Last
No. Zone UBN No. Work (Lacs) A&F Nature of Work Date
EE Electrification work in JDA
1 " | JDA2021WSOB00303| 328.08  |159/2021-22 | Residential Scheme Anupam |12.10.2021
Elec.-lll Vihar, Jaipur

Raj.Samwad/C/6231/2021-22

Details are available at Procurement Portal website www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
and www.jda.urban.rajasthan.gov.in

Executive Engineer & TA to Dir. Engg.-ll

Train No. & Train Name ‘

02584 Anand Vihar (T) -
Special Express

Revised Extension of Periodicity of Special Train

In continuation to the notice "Extension of Periodicity of Special Trains" which was published
in various newspapers on 15.

Hatia | Tuesday, Wednesday,

09.2021. The following amendments are being issued:-

Days of Run Earlier Published ‘ Revised Extended Period

05.10.2021 to 03.01.2022 05.10.2021 to 31.12.2021

Friday

website h

Visit RailMadad websi

Note:- Above train will run fully reserved.
All norms of the State and Central Government regarding COVID-19 may please be
followed in the trains and at the Railway stations. All other precautions associated with
COVID-19 should also be ensured.

For any kind of information such as detailed Time-Table and stations enroute etc.,
passegers are requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or visit Indian Railways

RailMadad Helpline No. 139

www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in

Download RailMadad Ap

ttps://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Your Convenience - Our Concern

Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

Please join us on @ﬂm

te:

2088/2021

"SERVING C OMERS WITH A SMILE"

Gove

rnment of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL HOSPITAL AND CENTRAL

Telefax:- 0194-

HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR

2496089, Email ID:- xenmhchdk@yahoo.in

NIT No:

For and on behalf of the Govern
Registered , reputed & experienced firl

Gist of e-tender
MHCHD/TS /2021-22/131/e-tendering
Dated 15.09.2021

or of Jammu and Kashmir state, e-tenders, valid for 180 days, are invited from the
ms as detailed in the NIT for below mentioned works:

(B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditio
ders.gov.in from 17.09.2021 (18.!

No: MHCHD/TS / 4649-54
Dated:15.09.2021
DIPK-8865

Name of Work Est. Cost Cost of Time of Technical AAA Position of
(Rs. in Lacs) T/Doc. Completion ion No. ded of Funds
(In rupees) | (in months) vide
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
SITC of VRV/VRF based HVAC Facility |  130.00 2000 02 Months | MED/K/T HU- Under
System at Swasth Bhawan Director S/63 Dt:- 11/Sgr/825-27 | Languishing
Health services Kashmir 24.06.2021 Dt:-
12.06.2021
SITC of VRV/VRF system along with 39.20 1000 01 Months | 77 of 08/21 28 MCS of Available
allied MGPS Works for New Intensive 2021 Dt:-
Care unit(ICU) facilities in the present 12.08.2021
triage of SMHS Hospital, Srinagar.
SITC of VRV/VRF based HVAC Facility 51.40 2000 02 Months | SEMK/TS- vide :- Available
System to Modular Operation Theatres 14/03 Dt:- 5169-72
at proposed Regional Institute of oph- 29.04.2021 | Dt:25.08.2020
thalmology at Gupkar Road, Srinagar
1. Downloading of Bids:- The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of ~quantities

2. Uploading: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site from 18.09.2021 (10.00 hrs) to
27.09.2021 (15:00hrs) in two (02) covers.

3. Opening of Bids:- The bids received upto due date and time shall be opened on 28.09.2021 (14.00 hrs )or any date con-
venient to the department in the office of Executive Engineer, Srinagar

ns of contract and other details can be seen from the departmental website www.jkten-
00 hrs) and can be downloaded from 17.09.2021 (18.00 hrs).

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
MHCHD, Srinagar.

New Delhi
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IN PUSH ON PM’S BIRTHDAY, A VACCINATION RECORD

2,50,10,390 ]abs in 1 day

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

TWO-AND-A-HALF CRORE
Covid-19 vaccine doses were ad-
ministered across the country
Friday, the highest in a day since
the drive began in India on
January 16,in a push announced
to coincide with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's birthday.

Amajor chunk of the vaccines
were administered in large BJP-
ruled states, with Karnataka,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat accounting
for more than 20 lakh doses each.

“Every Indian would be
proud of today’s record vaccina-
tion numbers. I acknowledge our
doctors, innovators, administra-
tors, nurses, healthcare, and all
front-line workers who have
toiled to make the vaccination
drive a success,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi tweeted.

As per provisional data till
midnight, 2,50,10,390 vaccine
doses in all were administered
Friday — taking the cumulative
number to 79.33 crore vaccina-

Atavaccination camp in Chikmagalur, Karnataka, Friday. P11

EXPRESS NETWORK

tions. With Friday’s record vac-
cinations, 63% of the estimated
adult population has received its
first dose while 21% are fully vac-
cinated.

Friday’s record was mainly

Collegium recommends
transfers of High Court
CJs Bindal and Kureshi

Lists new Chief Justices for eight HCs

APURVAVISHWANATH &
ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

THE SUPREME Court collegium
led by Chief Justice of India (CJI)
NV Ramanaon Friday made rec-
ommendations to appoint eight
new Chief Justices of High
Courts, and to transfer 28 judges
of High Courts, including five
ChiefJustices, The Indian Express
haslearned.

Among the significant trans-
fers recommended by the col-
legium are those of Calcutta High
Court Acting Chief Justice Rajesh
Bindal as Chief Justice of
Allahabad High Court, and of
Tripura High Court Chief Justice
Akil Kureshi as Chief Justice of
Rajasthan High Court.

BUSINESS As USUAL

By UNNY
It this satisdn ufm

EXPRESS NETWORK

JOURNALISTHELD
FORREPORTING
‘WRONG PLACE OF
ARREST OF TERROR
SUSPECT’ PAGE 11

Most
@ significant

EXPLAINED

ACTING CHIEF Justice of
Calcutta HC Justice Rajesh
Bindal had found himself
in controversy in the polit-
ical tussle between the BJP
and TMC. Justice Akil
Kureshi, Chief Justice of
Tripura HC, was at the cen-
tre of a two-year impasse
within the collegium over
appointment of judges.

The Supreme Court col-
legium has not yet formally no-
tified its recommendations. The

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

the result of efforts anchored by
government nurses and ASHA
workers, deployed at the block
level, for the mobilisation and
administration of vaccines. In

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

SEROSURVEYS SHOW
OVER 80% IN MUMBAI,
CHANDIGARHHAVE
ANTIBODIES

PAGE 11
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Bihar

Karnataka

Uttar Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Gujarat

Allfigures in lakh; *till Sept 16

Covid medicines cheaper, food
delivery firms liable for paylng taX

GST Council sits
for first physical
meeting in nearly
2yrs; no GSTon
auto fuels now

AANCHALMAGAZINE &
MAULSHREE SETH
NEW DELHI, LUCKNOW,
SEPTEMBER17

RATE CUTS for anumber of can-
cer and Covid-related medicines
and a shift in tax payment liabil-
ity to restaurant delivery aggre-
gators such as Swiggy, Zomato,
and cloud kitchen operators in-
stead of restaurants, were two of
the key decisions taken by the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Council in its meeting in
Lucknow on Friday.

The Council, which held an

Kerala CPM lends weight:
Attempt to ‘lure’ college
women to extremism

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER 17

INWHAT will add fire to the rag-
ing controversy over claims of
"love jihad" and "narcotic jihad"
targeting the youth of Kerala, the
ruling CPM has now cautioned
its cadres about attempts being
made on campus of professional
colleges to "lure” educated
young women to extremism.
The CPM flagged the issue in
apamphlet distributed to speak-
ers at meetings of its branch and
local-level committees which
began on Thursday, cautioning

against Islamist extremist outfits,
"support for the Taliban", and the
"trend of communal influence”
among Christians. The note said:
"At professional college cam-
puses, there are deliberate bids
to distract educated young
women to extremism and fun-
damentalism. The student fronts
and the youth front should pay
special attention to this issue."
As the Congress and BJP both
seized on the note to attack the
CPM, party state secretary A
Vijayaraghavan defended it, say-
ing communalism could come
in many forms. "Communalism
will operate in many ways. It
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

T AR WGl F7 9ivgE &1 4541 956

" Meeting of The (

pods ad Serviees Tax Counel

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman at the GST
Council meeting in Lucknow on Friday. Express

in-person meeting after 20
months, also decided to con-
tinue compensation cess levy
only for repayment of borrowed
amounts beyond June 2022.

A proposal to bring petro-
leum products under the indi-
rect tax regime was discussed,
but it was decided to keep the
proposal out of its ambit for now.

Centre pushes Rlys to
reform, merge RVNL &
Ircon, Rail Tel & IRCTC

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, SEPTEMBER 17

THE CABINET Secretariat has
asked the Ministry of Railways
to act upon a series of recom-
mendations including a merger
of Rail Vikas Nigam Ltd into
IRCON, of Rail Tel into IRCTC, and
a takeover of Braithwaite & Co
Ltd by RITES.

These proposals are part of a
report on rationalisation of gov-
ernment bodies prepared by
Sanjeev Sanyal, Principal
Economic Advisor, Ministry of
Finance, after studying the struc-
ture and distribution of Railways

Going ahead, the Council will
look at rate rationalisation under
the inverted duty structure, and
compliance measures through
e-way bill and composition
schemes, for which two Groups
of Ministers will be constituted.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said the rate-cut

SCO SUMMIT: INDIA DRAWS RED LINES

PM on Kabul: Questions
on acceptability, think
together onrecognition

‘Increasing
radicalisation big
threat, instability
risk in region’

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

FOR THE first time since the fall
of Kabul to the Taliban, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi raised
questions Friday on the “accept-
ability” of the new “system” in
Afghanistan and flagged con-
cerns that the change of power
there took place without nego-
tiations, and was not inclusive.

In his intervention at the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) summit in
Tajikistan’s capital Dushanbe,
Modi called upon the interna-
tional community to take a de-
cision on the critical question of
“recognition” of the new dispen-
sation in Kabul in a “thoughtful
and collective manner”.

The Prime Minister, who did
not name the Taliban in his
speech, said if instability and
fundamentalism continue in
Afghanistan, it “will lead to ter-
rorist and extremist ideologies
all over the world”.

And this, he said, will encour-
age other extremist groups to
seek power through violence —a

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with Chinese State
Councillor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Dushanbe. P11

Jaishankar disagrees with
CDS: India doesn’t believe
in clash of civilisations

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

ADAY after Chief of Defence Staff
General Bipin Rawat mentioned
the “clash of civilisations” theory
to describe China’s growing ties
with the Islamic world vis-a-vis
the West, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar sought to
distance the government from
General Rawat’s statement, and
told his Chinese counterpart that

“India had never subscribed to
any clash of civilisations theory”.
Ina statement on Jaishankar’s
meeting Thursday with Wang Yi
on the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
gathering in Tajikistan’s capital
Dushanbe, the Ministry of
External Affairs said the Minister
underlined that Asian solidarity
would depend on the example
set by India-China relations. The
two ministers, the MEA said,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

New Zealand pull out of Pakistan tour:
‘security alert, escalation in threat level’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

MINUTES BEFORE their first
matchin Rawalpindi Friday, New
Zealand pulled out of their lim-
ited-overs tour of Pakistan be-
cause of a “security alert” from
their government — a decision
that comes as a setback to the

host nation, which has not seen
much international cricket since
abus carrying Sri Lankan players
was targeted by gunmenin 2009.

Soon after New Zealand’s
withdrawal, the England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) said
they would decide in the next
24-48 hours whether their
planned tour should proceed.
The England men's and

women's teams are scheduled to
visit Pakistan in October.

New Zealand Cricket (NZC)
said ina statement that they “are
abandoning their tour of Pakistan
following a New Zealand govern-
ment security alert”.

“The side was to play Pakistan
this evening in the first of three
ODIs in Rawalpindi, before

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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ministry.

The proposals are wide rang-
ing, and not restricted to PSUs:
bringing 94 schools run by
Railways under the Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sanghatan (KVS), up-
grading 125 Railway Hospitals —
most of them under-invested —
through aninstitutional mecha-
nism and opening these to the
public atlarge. Wherever appro-
priate, it suggests a PPP (public-
private partnership) model for
schools and hospitals run by the
Railways. This will help the or-
ganisation focus on its core com-
petence of running and main-
taining the railway service.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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Four years after bitter fallout with Kohli, Kumble
is back on BCCI radar for job of head coach

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 17

THE ODDS are stacking up
against Team India captain Virat
Kohli.

With the tenures of Ravi
Shastri, bowling coach Bharat
Arun and fielding coach R Sridhar
coming toan end after the World
T20 starting next month, the
BCCI is set to approach Anil
Kumble to take on the role of
head coach once again, The Indian
Express has learnt.

Kumble, the former captain

and legendary leg-spinner, was
head coach of the team before he
decided to stepdown in 2017 af-
ter reports emerged of serious
differences with Kohli.

On Thursday, a week after
the BCCI named former skipper
M S Dhoni as a mentor for the
World T20 in UAE, Kohli an-
nounced that he would step
down as India's T20 captain,
paving the way for the captaincy
to be split across formats.

Four years ago, soon after
Kumble's exit, Kohli had pre-
vailed upon the BCCI, governed
then by a committee led by for-
mer CAG Vinod Rai, to get Shastri
as the replacement. But now,
with a new regime at the helm
after the implementation of a

Kumble quitin 2017 after reports of differences with Kohli. File

Supreme  Court-mandated
panel's recommendations, it is
learnt that ways to bring Kumble
back are being explored.

With Kohli stepping down as
T20 captain soon, the BCCI is
convinced that the team requires
anew coach. In its press release

Thursday after Kohli’s decision,
BCCI secretary Jay Shah had
stated that the board has a clear
roadmap for Team India.

Itis believed that BCCI presi-
dent Sourav Ganguly had
wanted Kumble to continue in
2017, despite Kohli's reserva-
tions, when he was a member of
the BCCI's Cricket Improvement
Committee (CIC).

With Kumble as coach — he
was appointed in June 2016 —
Indiareached the final of the 2017
ICC Champions Trophy, which
they lost to Pakistan. He is cur-
rently in the UAE as head coach
and director of cricket operations
for IPL franchise Punjab Kings.

Before deciding to approach

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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CREATORS THRILLED AT POPULARITY OF ‘MANIKE MAGE HITHE’ IN INDIA: ‘FEELS LIKE
ADREAM...UNBELIEVABLY HAPPY’

A song from Sri Lankan that is viral on Instagram has spawned covers in several regional languagesin India. A
look at what has made the Sinhala song so popular
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capture trippy
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Scintillating Netflix
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EXPRESS

Telecom relief
package, Air India
disinvestment, and
India’s first bad bank

In this episode, we discuss the government’s
relief package for the telecom sector. We
also talk about the Air India disinvestment
and go over details of India’s first bad bank
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Jaishankar

“exchanged views on the recent
global developments”.

On Wednesday, General
Rawat, speaking in New Delhion
the changing geopolitical sce-
nario, said: “We are seeing some
kind of a jointmanship between
the Sinic and Islamic civilisations.
You can see China now making
friends with Iran, they are mov-
ing towards Turkey... And they
will step into Afghanistan in the
years to come....Is that going to
lead to a clash of civilisations
with the Western civilisation?”

China’s rise, the CDS said,
“happened faster than people en-
visaged”. “We are heading back
toabipolar or multipolarworld...
What we are certainly seeing is
more aggression on the part of
nations. Especially, the one that
is trying to go into the bipolar
world, and making its presence
felt, that is China. They are be-
coming more and more aggres-
sive and we share land borders
with them. Therefore, itis time to
start looking at our strategies, as
to how we are going to deal with
two borders, which are aggres-
sive neighbours, adversaries.
Pakistan on the western frontand
China on the north,” he said.

During his meeting with
Wang, Jaishankar, according to
the MEA, said India had never
subscribed to any clash of civili-
sations theory. He said India and
China had to deal with each
other on merits and establish a
relationship based on mutual re-
spect. “For this, it was necessary
that China avoid viewing our bi-
lateral relations from the per-
spective of its relations with
third countries. Asian solidarity
would depend on the example
set by India-China relations.”

On Twitter, Jaishankar said:
“It is also essential that China
does not view its relations with
India through the lens of a third
country.”

According to the MEA,
Jaishankar “noted that since
their last meeting on 14th July,
the two sides had made some
progress in the resolution of the
remaining issues along the LAC
in Eastern Ladakh and had com-
pleted the disengagement in
Gogra area. However, there were
still some outstanding issues
that needed to be resolved”.

Recalling that Wang had
noted in their last meeting that
“bilateral relations were at low
ebb” and both sides had agreed
that “prolongation of the existing
situation was notin the interest of
either side asit wasimpacting the
relationship in a negative man-
ner;” Jaishankar “emphasised that
the two sides should work to-
wards early resolution of the re-
maining issues along the
LAC..while fully abiding by bilat-
eral agreements and protocols”.

“In this regard, the Ministers
agreed that military and diplo-
matic officials of the two sides
should meet again and continue
their discussions to resolve the
remaining issues at the earliest,”
the MEA said.

Pakistan tour

moving to Lahore for a five-
match T20 series. However, fol-
lowing an escalation in the New
Zealand Government threat lev-
els for Pakistan, and advice from
NZC security advisors on the
ground, it has been decided the
Blackcaps will not continue with
the tour,” the statement said.

“Arrangements are now be-
ing made for the team’s depar-
ture,” it said.

“NZC will not comment on
the details of the security threat
nor the updated arrangements
for the departing squad,” the
statement said.

The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) described New Zealand’s
decision as “unilateral” and said
the tour was cancelled despite
an assurance from PM Imran
Khan, a former cricket legend.

“PCB and Govt of Pakistan
made foolproof security arrange-

ments for all visiting teams. We
have assured the New Zealand
cricket board of the same. The
Prime Minister spoke personally
to the Prime Minister of New
Zealand and informed her that
we have one of the best intelli-
gence systems in the world and
that no security threat of any
kind exists for the visiting team,”
a PCB statement said.

New Zealand’s Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern told
Reuters that she thanked the
Pakistan PM for taking care of
the visiting team but made clear
that she supported the decision
to put players’ safety first.

The New Zealand team
landed in Pakistan last week and
took part in training sessions.
Both the teams didn’t travel to
the stadium for Friday’s game.

Newly appointed PCB chair-
man Ramiz Raja posted on
Twitter: “Crazy day it has been!
Feel so sorry for the fans and our
players. Walking out of the tour
by taking a unilateral approach
on a security threat is very frus-
trating. Especially when it’s not
shared!! Which world is NZ liv-
ingin?? NZ will hear us atICC.”

NZC chief executive David
White said “it was simply not pos-
sible to continue with the tour”
giventhe advice he was receiving.
“Iunderstand this will be a blow
for the PCB, who have been won-
derful hosts, but player safety is
paramount and we believe thisis
the only responsible option,” he
said in the NZC statement.

Collegium

decisions were taken in meet-
ings held on Thursday evening
and Friday, sources said.

Justice Bindal was appointed
acting Chief Justice of Calcutta
High Court on April 29, just as
West Bengal finished voting for
the new Assembly. In the political
tussle that played out in court fol-
lowing the victory of the Trina-
mool, Justice Bindal’s decisions
came under the scanner.

On May 24, in an unprece-
dented development, Justice
Arindam Sinha, a senior judge of
Calcutta High Court, wrote a let-
ter toall judges of the High Court,
including Justice Bindal, raising
questions over the Acting CJ's in-
tervention in transferring the
Narada sting case to the HC, and
staying the bail granted to four
leaders of the TMCby a CBI court.

Incidentally, Justice Sinha is
one of the 28 judges recommen-
ded for a transfer. He is likely to
be moved to Orissa High Court.

The TMC leaders had been
arrested by the CBI on May 17,
but were given bail by a special
CBI court in Kolkata that same
evening. The agency had then
petitioned the High Courtasking
that the trial be transferred to the
HC, the proceedings in the lower
court be nullified, and the pro-
ceedings be conducted afresh.

A division bench led by
Justice Bindal had heard the mat-
ter after regular court hours, ac-
cepted the CBI's plea, and stayed
the decision of the CBI court.

Later, the HC had departed
from rules to set up a five-judge
bench to hearall cases connected
to the Assembly elections.

Before his stint in the
Calcutta HC, Justice Bindal,
whose parent High Court is the
Punjab and Haryana HC, was
briefly Acting Chief Justice of the
Jammu and Kashmir High Court
in December 2020. His tenure
ends on April 15, 2023, if he is
not elevated to the SC.

Another significant transfer
is that of Justice Kureshi, who
was at the centre of a two-year
impasse within the Supreme
Court collegium over the ap-
pointment of judges.

Justice Kureshi, whose par-
ent High Court is the Gujarat
High Court, did not feature in the
list of nine appointments made
to the Supreme Court in August
despite being No. 2 in the All-
India list of seniority for judges
of High Courts. The collegium’s
hesitation in recommending his

clear warning to the global
community.

Underlining that all SCO
countries have been victims of
terrorism, he said they must
ensure that the soil of
Afghanistan is “not used to
spread terrorism in any coun-
try”.

Modi addressed the SCO
gathering virtually. Pakistan's
Prime Minister Imran Khan
was among those in the audi-
ence in Dushanbe. Also at the
venue were Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov,
and Chinese State Councillor
and Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

Pointing to another chal-
lenge, Modi said the current sit-
uation in Afghanistan might
lead toan “uncontrolled flow of
drugs, illegal weapons, and hu-
man trafficking”.

In a veiled reference to the
US leaving behind sophisti-
cated weaponry in
Afghanistan, he said that “a
large amount of advanced
weapons remain in
Afghanistan” and, therefore,

there will be “risk of instability
in the entire region”.

Through his strongly-
worded but carefully-crafted
statement, the Prime Minister
articulated New Delhi’s red
lines a month after the Taliban
captured power and subse-
quently announced a cabinet
with several members of the
anti-India Haqqani Network,
handpicked by Pakistan's ISI.

“The first issue is that the
change of power in Afghanistan
is not inclusive, and has taken
place without negotiation. This
raises questions about the ac-
ceptability of the new system,”
Modi told the SCO.

“Representation of all sec-
tions of Afghan society, includ-
ing women and minorities, is
also important. And therefore,
itis essential that the global
community decides on the
recognition of the new system
in a thoughtful and collective
manner. India supports the
central role of the UN on thisis-
sue,” he said.

“Second, if instability and
fundamentalism continue in
Afghanistan, it will lead to ter-

PM on Kabul: Questions on acceptability,
think together on recognition

rorist and extremist ideologies
all over the world. Other ex-
tremist groups may also be en-
couraged to seek power through
violence. We all countries have
beenvictims of terrorismin the
past. So together we must en-
sure that the soil of Afghanistan
is not used to spread terrorism
in any country. SCO member
countries should develop strict
and common norms on this is-
sue. Going forward, these norms
can also become a template for
global anti-terror cooperation,”
he said.

“These norms should be
based on the principle of zero
tolerance towards terrorism.
These should have a code of
conduct to prevent activities
like cross-border terrorism and
terror financing. And there
should also be a system of their
enforcement,” he said.

“Third, developments in
Afghanistan...could lead to an
uncontrolled flow of drugs, il-
legal weapons, and human traf-
ficking. A large amount of ad-
vanced weapons remain in
Afghanistan. Due to these,
there will be a risk of instabil-

ity in the entire region. The
RATS (regional anti-terrorist
structure) mechanism in SCO
can play a positive role inmon-
itoring these flows and enhanc-
ing information sharing. From
this month, India is presiding
over the council of this institu-
tion and has some concrete
proposals in this regard,” he
said.

The fourth concern, Modi
said, is the humanitarian situa-
tionin Afghanistan, where India
is ready to help and be part of
any regional or global initiative
to help Afghan society.

The Dushanbe Declaration,
onwhichall countries including
India, Pakistan, and China signed
off, said SCO member-countries
expressed their “support for
Afghanistanasanindependent,
neutral, united, democraticand
peaceful State, free of terrorism,
war and drugs”.

“Member States believe
that it is critical to have an in-
clusive Government in
Afghanistan, with representa-
tives from all ethnic, religious
and political groups of Afghan
society,” the declaration said.

name had led to an unprece-
dented impasse over the ap-
pointments, which lasted for
nearly two years.

Former SC judge Rohinton
Nariman, who was part of the
collegium, had insisted that
Justice Kureshi’s name be rec-
ommended before any other. A
week after Justice Nariman re-
tired on August 12, the SC col-
legium sent nine names to the
government, which were ac-
cepted within two weeks.

This is not the first time that
the collegium has recommended
Justice Kureshi to be appointed
Chief Justice of alarge High Court.
In2019, it had recommended his
appointment as Chief Justice of
Madhya Pradesh High Court;
however, the government had re-
turned the file to the collegium
for reconsideration.

The collegium had then
withdrawn its recommenda-
tion, and instead recommended
Justice Kureshi for the Tripura
High Court, a High Court with
just four judges. Rajasthan High
Court has a sanctioned strength
of 50 judges.

Justice Kureshi was ap-
pointed Chief Justice of Tripura
High Court on November 16,
2019, and his tenure ends on
March 6,2022, if not elevated to
the Supreme Court.

The eight recommendations
for appointment as Chief
Justices of High Courts are:

W Justice Prakash Srivastava,
judge, Madhya Pradesh High
Court, as Chief Justice of Calcutta
High Court;

M Justice Prashant Kumar
Mishra, Acting Chief Justice of
Chattisgarh High Court as Chief
Justice of Andhra Pradesh High
Court;

M Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi,
judge of the Allahabad High
Court as Chief Justice of
Karnataka High Court;

M Justice Satish Sharma, act-
ing Chief Justice of Karnataka
High Court, as Chief Justice of
Telangana High Court;

M Justice Ranjit More, judge
of Meghalaya High Court (whose
parent HC is Bombay), as Chief
Justice of that High Court;

M Justice Aravind Kumar, jud-
ge of Karnataka High Court, as
ChiefJustice of Gujarat HC;

WJustice RV Malimath, Acting
Chief Justice of Himachal Pradesh
High Court (whose parent HC is
Karnataka), as Chief Justice of
Madhya Pradesh High Court.

Apart from Justices Bindal
and Kureshi, the other Chief

Justices who were recom-
mended for a transfer include:
M Justice Arup Kumar Gos-
wami, who will move from Andh-
raPradesh HC to Chhattisgarh HC;
M Justice Mohammad Rafiq,
who will move from Madhya Pra-
deshHC toHimachal Pradesh HC;
M Justice Indrajit Mohanty,
from Rajasthan HCto Tripura HC;
M Justice Biswanath Soma-
dder, from Meghalaya HC to
SikkimHC.

Kumble

Kumble, the BCCI is learnt to
have contacted former Sri Lanka
captain and current Mumbai
Indians  coach  Mahela
Jayawardene with the offer.

However, Jayawardene, who
has guided Mumbai Indians to
multiple IPLtitles, is said to be in-
terested in coaching the Sri
Lankan team and the IPL fran-
chise. AnIndia coach cannot take
up any other cricketing assign-
ment as the new BCCI constitu-
tiondoesn’tallow anindividual to
hold two posts at the same time.

If Kumble agrees to come on
board, he will have to give up his
IPLassignments — he is also the
head of the International Cricket
Council’s cricket committee.

When Kumble was first ap-
pointed head coach, his combi-
nation with Kohli was expected
to cover all bases for Indian
cricket. The captain’s instinctive-
ness was to complement the
coach’s meticulous planning. But
after the early bonhomie, cracks
started appearing. It was said
that Kumble's continued em-
phasis on planning didn’t go well
with the captain who wanted his
players to “express themselves”.

In his resignation letter,
Kumble expressed surprise at be-
ing told that Kohli had reserva-
tions about his “style”.
“Professionalism, discipline,
commitment, honesty, comple-
mentary skills and diverse views
are the key traits I bring to the
table. These need to be valued for
the partnership to be effective. I
see the Coach’s role akin to ‘hold-
ing a mirror’ to drive self-im-
provement inthe team’s interest,”
he wrote.

On Kumble's appointment,
Kohli had tweeted: “Heartiest
welcome to @anilkumble1074
[Anil Kumble] Sir. Look forward
to your tenure with us. Great
things in store for Indian Cricket
withyou.”

After Kumble’s resignation,
the post disappeared from
Kohli's timeline.

Kerala CPM

does not have any framework. It
will work in many disguises, at
various places. Our party will
fiercely fight against communal-
ism,” he said.

The CPM note said the activi-
ties of the RSS have created inse-
curity among minorities,and that
Muslim extremist outfits are try-
ing to infiltrate community or-
ganisations and foment trouble.
"It should be seriously viewed
that discussions supporting the
Taliban are emerging in Kerala,
contrary to the stand adopted by
a majority of the Muslim com-
munities across the world."

About the Christian commu-
nity, the note said, "Normally,
Christians are not found suc-
cumbing to communal thought.
However, the recent trend of
communal influence among a
small section of the Christians
should be viewed seriously.
There are deliberate attempts to
drive the Christian segment
against the Muslims. It should be
addressed seriously and should
be checked. Such approaches
will ultimately benefit majori-
tarian fundamentalism.”

With Kerala having a long
history of bloody political vio-
lence between CPM and RSS
cadres, the CPM note added:
"We should realise that unnec-
essary political violence would
alienate the masses from the
party. A stand against political
violence is necessary to bring
more people to the party fold."

On Friday, CPM leader and
state cooperation minister VN
Vasavan visited Catholic Bishop
Joseph Kallarangatt, who had
talked of "love jihad" and "nar-
coticjihad" aimed atyouth of the
state, specifically non-Muslim
women on campuses. The first
member of the Pinarayi Vijayan
to visit the Bishop since his re-
marks, Vasavan later said the con-
troversy was a closed chapter.

"The Bishop is an erudite
person, he has in-depth knowl-
edge of the Quran and Bhagavad
Gita. 1 have watched his
speeches and shared dais with
him. Congress and BJP leaders
visited the Bishop with ulterior
motives. I came for a friendly
visit," Vasavan said.

While both the CPM and the
opposition Congress had criti-
cised the Bishop's remarks, the
BJP had supported him, saying
what he had said was a reality.

The Catholic Bishops
Conference of India laity coun-
cil secretary, Advocate V C

Sebastian, welcomed the CPM's
party note, saying it "attests
what Bishop Kallarangatt had
stated about extremism".

The Congress asked the CPM
to give proof for its "serious” al-
legation. "The CPM leadership
should reveal whether any cases
had been registered in this re-
gard or whether they have any
data to prove their charges. The
party and its government have
the moral responsibility to re-
veal this," V D Satheesan said.

BJP state president K
Surendran said: "The CPM leaflet
on minority and terrorism attests
what the BJP has been saying for
at least a decade. Young women
have been trapped in love jihad
and used for extremism. Why is
the CPM not ready to openly ad-
mit that, at least now? When
Pala Bishop spoke about it too,
the CPM denied it. It shows the
party's double standards."

2,50,10,390 jabs

comparison, Australia, for exam-
ple, has administered 2.38 crore
doses in the entire six months of
its immunisation drive.

“Under Prime Minister’s re-
markable leadership the country
has achieved a new vaccination
milestone,” Union Health Mini-
ster Mansukh Mandaviya said.

Top government sources said
that given the supplies expected
from manufacturers, the tentative
plan is to administer 100 crore
doses before the second week of
October. The priorityis to cover as
many people with the first dose
as possible, keeping in mind the
coming festive season and the
elections due in several states.

Bihar was the best performer
Friday, with 29.38 lakh vaccina-
tions counted till Friday mid-
night. It was followed by
Karnataka (28.90 lakh), Uttar
Pradesh (27.15 lakh), Madhya
Pradesh (26.44 lakh), and
Gujarat (23.37 lakh).

These numbers were, inci-
dentally, significantly higher than
their daily average for September
(till September 16): Bihar (4.94
lakh doses), Karnataka (3.02
lakh), Uttar Pradesh (10.28 lakh),
Madhya Pradesh (3.98 lakh),and
Gujarat (4.05 lakh).

As on Friday, three of these
states had covered 75% of the
population with at least a single
dose of the vaccine: Gujarat
(84%),Madhya Pradesh (80%)and
Karnataka(78.5%). Uttar Pradesh
(51.24%)and Bihar (55.53%) hov-
ered near the half-way mark.

The non-BJP-ruled states that

New Delhi

administered a high number of
doses Friday were Rajasthan
(13.05lakh), Maharashtra(12.33
lakh),and Andhra Pradesh (10.85
lakh). This was also much higher
than their September daily aver-
age (till September 16):
Rajasthan  (3.80  lakh),
Maharashtra (6.61 lakh), and
Andhra Pradesh (3 lakh).

States which administered
more than 3 lakh doses were
Assam (7.42 lakh), Telangana
(5.20 lakh), West Bengal (3.90
lakh), Kerala (3.88 lakh), and
Haryana (3.70 lakh).

CabSec pushes

In a recent note sent to the
Railways, the Cabinet Secretariat
has asked Suneet Sharma,
Chairman and CEO, Railway
Board, to update it on the actions
taken on the recommendations
inthe first week of every month.

When contacted, a senior
Railway Ministry official told The
Indian Express, the report had
been handed over to them justa
week ago. “It has now been sent
to all key departments... all
these require serious discussion
with all members of the Railway
Board,” said the official, who did
not wish to be named.

On consolidation of PSUs,
Sanyal’s report stated that both
IRCON - a specialised infrastruc-
ture construction company, and
RVNL which implements proj-
ects to create and augment rail
infrastructure capacity on a fast-
track basis, have similar business
functions. Hence, it has said
RVNL can be merged into IRCON.

Highlighting the overlaps be-
tween Rail Tel, a large telecom
infra provider through optic fi-
bre networks along railway
tracks, IRCTC, a mini ratna,
whose core activity is internet
ticketing, and CRIS, an au-
tonomous society to develop
software for passenger ticketing,
freight invoicing, passenger train
operations, etc, the report rec-
ommended that CRIS be wound
up after handing over its work to
IRCTC, and then Rail Tel be
merged into IRCTC.

The report called for setting up
anew public sector enterprise to
hold the three coach factories in
Chennai, Kapurthala and Rae-
Bareli, locomotive units in
Chittaranjan, Varanasi and Patiala,
and two rail wheel units in
Yelahanka (Bengaluru) and Bela
in Bihar. All the assets may be
transferred to this CPSE, and em-
ployeesdeployed to the proposed
enterprise in a phased manner.

Between Rail Land Develop-
ment Authority (RLDA), a statu-
tory organisation with complete
powers of station development,
land monetisation and contract
management, and Indian Railway
Stations Development Corpo-
ration Ltd, a joint venture be-
tween RLDA and IRCON, the
Sanyal report said one should be
identified as a sole functioning en-
tity and given full responsibility.

GST Council

relief given in the previous
Council meeting for Covid-re-
lated medicines such as
Remdesivir,  Tocilizumab,
Amphotericin B, and anti-coag-
ulants like Heparin will continue
till December 31. However, the
concessional tax for medical
equipment will end on
September 30.

The Council also decided to
remove GST on the import of
muscular atrophy drugs like
Zolgensma and Viltepso, which
cost crores of rupees,
Sitharaman said. The GST rate
for Keytruda, used for the treat-
ment of cancer, hasbeen cutto 5
per cent from 12 per cent.

Effective January 1 next year,
the Council has decided to make
e-commerce operators engaged
in restaurant services liable for
payment of tax. This will essen-
tially shift the responsibility of
paying the 5 per cent GST to the
aggregators from the restau-
rants.

“Food delivery operators like

Swiggy who collect orders from
restaurants and deliver (to cus-
tomers)...; the place where the
food is delivered will be the
point on which tax will be col-
lected by the gig groups Swiggy
and others,” Sitharaman said.

Revenue Secretary Tarun Bajaj
said, “Thereis noextratax, thereis
no new tax. The tax was payable
by restaurants, now instead of
restaurants, the tax will be
payable by aggregators which will
also..prevent revenue leakage.”

The Council also decided to
put an end date of June 2022 to
the compensation mechanism,
as mandated in law. The levy of
compensation cess will con-
tinue from July 2022 onwards till
March 2026 to service the bor-
rowing, which had been re-
sorted to in order to bridge the
compensation gap in the years
2020-21 and 2021-22.

The debt for making com-
pensation payments to states is
estimated to be around Rs 2.7
lakh crore, a senior Finance
Ministry official said.

Sitharaman said that at the
previous GST Council meeting, it
had beendecided thatbeyond July
2022, the collection of cesswould
be for “payment of loans taken”.

“That (compensation to sta-
tes)ends with five years. The five-
year (period) ends in July 2022.
Beyond July 2022, the cess that we
are collecting, as agreed in the
43rd Council meeting, was for the
purpose of repaying the loan. That
commences in July 2022, and
goes on till March 2026 — only
and only for paying the loan given
to states since last year,” she said.

States were guaranteed com-
pensation under GST for the rev-
enue gap between actual collec-
tions and the protected amount
based on 14 per cent com-
pounded rate from base year
2015-16 for five years after the
GST rollout, until June 2022. Last
year, the government had de-
cided toborrow to meet the com-
pensation cess deficit through
back-to-back loans to states.

For inclusion of fuel under
GST, the Union Finance Minister
said the Council discussed the is-
sue only because the Kerala High
Court had asked it, but felt it was
not the right time to include pe-
troleum products under GST.

“It will be reported to the
High Court of Kerala that it was
discussed and the GST Council
felt that it wasn't the time to
bring the petroleum products
into the GST,” she said.

To correct the inverted duty
structure, GST rate changes will
be made for footwear and tex-
tiles sector, but the decision has
been deferred for implementa-
tion till January 1 next year.

The Council also cut GSTrates
on fortified rice kernels to 5 per
cent from 18 per cent, and on
bio-diesel for blending in diesel
to 5 per cent from 12 per cent.
National permit fee for goods
carriage has been exempted.

GSTonoresand concentrates
of metals such asiron, copper, alu-
minum, and zinc has been in-
creased from 5 per cent to 18 per
cent, and that on specified renew-
able energy devices and parts
from 5 per cent to 12 per cent.

All kinds of pens will be
charged an 18 per centrate, while
miscellaneous goods of paper like
cards, catalogues, and printed
material will see GST increasing
to 18 per cent from 12 per cent.
The rate for carbonated fruit bev-
erages and carbonated beverages
with fruit juice will attract a GST
rate of 28 per cent, plus compen-
sation cess of 12 per cent.

IGST of 12 per cent on import
of medicines Zolgensma for
spinal muscular atrophy and
Viltepso for Duchenne muscular
dystrophy, has been waived.
These drugs costup toRs 16 crore.

IGSTexemption has alsobeen
given on goods supplied at the
Indo-Bangladesh border haats.
Import of leased aircraft has also
been exempted from IGST.
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Court raps
police for
‘lackadaisical’
approach in
riot cases,
warns of
salary cuts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

ADELHI court has said the Delhi
Police has not taken steps for
proper prosecution despite be-
ing pulled up for their “lack-
adaisical approach” in Northeast
Delhi riot cases.

Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM) Arun Kumar
Garg passed the order in a riot
case after the investigating offi-
cer sought an adjournment,
stating that he has not gone
through the police file and was
unable to answer the queries of
the court.

CMM Garg warned the po-
lice of passing adverse orders if
this continues including the im-
position of adjournment costs
on the state with a further di-
rection to deduct it from the of-
ficers’ salary.

The court noted that the
Special Public Prosecutor has
also not been appearing for
many hearings.

It stated that the 10 had to
attend a hearing before the
Delhi High Court and neither
did the SHO replace the IO nor
did he ensure he went through
the case file.

The court said that the “lack-
adaisical approach on the part
of the prosecution as well as the
Investigating Agency in riots
cases has been repeatedly
brought to the notice of not only
the DCP (North East) and Joint
CP (Eastern Range) but has also
been brought to the notice of
the Commissioner of Police,
Delhi”.

“However, no steps for the
proper prosecution of the cases
seem to have been taken by ei-
ther of them and if taken, have
not yet been brought to the no-
tice of this court. The aforesaid
failure on the part of said police
officers to take appropriate
measures for the prosecution of
riot cases is causing an avoidable
delay in committal/trial of riot
cases,” the court said.

The court has directed the
Delhi Police Commissioner to
personally look into the issues

SEEK EMERGENCY MEETING

Syllabus changes:

130 English

teachers write to DU dept head

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

AROUND 130 English teachers
from multiple Delhi University
colleges have written to the Head
of the Department, asking for an
emergency General Body
Meeting (GBM) on the issue of
the “arbitrary modification” of
the English syllabus, The Indian
Express has learnt.

DU’s Oversight Committee
(OC)had come under criticism af-
ter they removed two women
Dalit authors, Bama and
Sukhirtharani, as well renowned
author Mahasweta Devi’s short
story, Draupadi, from the fifth se-
mester English syllabus.

“We, the undersigned teach-
ers of English Literature in the
University of Delhi, request you
to call an emergency General
Body Meeting of English teachers
(in the department and the con-
stituent colleges of DU) on the fol-
lowing issues: arbitrary modifi-

South MCD to open park exclusively for pets

and Greater Hyderabad. Once opened,
the pet park will be the first such facil-
ity in Delhi-NCR, he said.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER17

Two Dalit authors,
Sukhirtharani and
Bama, as well
renowned author
Mahasweta Devi’s
short story, Draupadi,
have been removed

cation of English department’s
5th semester syllabi by the
Oversight Committee without
any recommendation from the
English Department GBM, the
duly constituted GBM-approved
syllabus subcommittees, or the
duly consulted subject expert/s,”
the teachers from several promi-
nent colleges, including Miranda
House, Lady Shri Ram, Ramjas
and Hansraj, wrote to HoD Raj
Kumar on September 13.

They also said the GBM
should be held over the “inordi-
nate and academically unaccept-
able delay by the University of

THE SOUTH Delhi

Municipal
Corporation plans to start a park ded-

Delhiinapproving the 6th semes-
ter syllabi of English
Department”.

“As you are aware, these are
very importantissues having gar-
nered attention in both the me-
dia and the public sphere in the
past few weeks. The highlighted
matters will have a serious im-
pacton pedagogical aspectsinthe
classroom, affecting many thou-
sands of teachers and studentsin-
volved in the teaching-learning
process of literatures in English as
adiscipline,” they wrote.

“Thus it is essential to discuss
these issues through the platform
of the General Body Meeting and
express ourselves collectively to
safeguard academicrigour, intel-
lectual honesty and commitment
toour students. We, therefore, re-
quest you to have an emergency
GBM within the minimum time
required to callaGBM on these is-
sues,” they said.

Kumar told The Indian
Express: “I will definitely call the
GBM butIneed to consult my col-

bling them: "So, we decided to set up
aparkexclusively for pets, where own-
ers can come along with their dogs."

Singh said there would be specialised
people deputed in the park to prevent
fights from breaking out between pets.

leagues in the department first.
So, it’s not possible to say right
now when it will be called.”

Sources said the same was
communicated by Kumar to the
teachers via an email dated
September 14.

DU authorities have backed
the decision of the OC, with
Registrar Vikas Gupta issuing a
statement calling the syllabus “in-
clusive”. On why Draupadi - the
story of Dopdi Mejhen, a Santhal
woman gang-raped in police cus-
tody - was removed, he had said,
“Just see the kind of language that
is used in it. We have some cul-
ture and ethics. (In the story)
Indian military is showninavery
poor light. Students should not
hate them based on such stories.”

Earlier, 108 DU teachers had
issued a statement criticising the
decision, and around 1,100
renowned persons, including au-
thors, actors and academicians,
had petitioned the President and
the V-Cdemanding that the axed
authors be reinstated.

Visitors will have to pay a fee which
is yet to be decided. Said SDMC com-
missioner Gyanesh Bharti, "Peoplewill | || Sr-

9-year-old Dalit girl died due
to suffocation during sexual
assault: Delhi Police to court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

THE DELHI police, in their evi-
dencefiled against the accused in
the death of a9-year-old Dalit girl,
have stated that she died due to
suffocation while being sexually
assaulted.

Police say they have relied on
disclosure statements of the ac-
cused — Radhey Shyam (55), a
priest at the cremation ground
where the girl went to have wa-
ter, and three others, Kuldeep
Singh (63), Laxmi Narayan (48)
and Salim Ahmed (49).

The accused have maintained
that the girl died of electrocution
while fetching water from a
cooler. The girl’s family has al-
leged that the men hurriedly cre-
mated the body after raping her.

The police submitted, “While
committing rape, accused
Kuldeep held the hands of the de-
ceased and accused Radhey
Shyamraped her. Radhey Shyam
kept his hand on the mouth of the
deceased due to which she could
not breathe and died of suffoca-

tion. Thereafter, accused Radhey
Shyam and Kuldeep Singh took
the body of the deceased (from
the) room of Radhey Shyam to
the hall with the water cooler and
kept her body on the bench.”
Police said they were seen by
two prosecution witnesses at this
stage. “All four accused persons
gathered at the crematorium
ground (and) with the common
intention decided to cremate the
body to eliminate the evidence of
rape and murder;” the police said.
Police submitted that Shyam
manipulated evidence by “men-
tioning the time of death as 5:30
pm while the victim was seen
alivein CCTV footage at5:42 pm”.
Police also submitted that
Ahmed and Narayan were prima-
rily involved in destruction of ev-
idence and facilitating the crema-
tion. These two have made
disclosure statements before the
investigators about the role of
Shyam and Singh, police said.
Police also told the court that
there was no evidence of electro-
cution since there was “no elec-
tric current” in the body of the
water cooler.

Police stated that as per the
FSL report, “no biological
fluid/DNA trace/sample was
found on the body of the water
cooler which clearly suggests that
the deceased was not electro-
cuted; because, in case of electro-
cution, DNA trace would be pres-
ent on the body of the water
cooler”.

The police also told the court
that Shyam’s mobile’s search his-
tory revealed that he was ad-
dicted to porn. “He has visited
around 1,300 porn websites from
June 11 to July 30. He used his
smartphone only to browse porn
as no call logs were found on it.
He kept the phone secret from
everyone,” police told the court.

The statement was filed by
the 10 in response to an applica-
tion by the Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) for interim com-
pensation for the victim's family.

A chargesheet has been filed
against the accused under sec-
tions of rape, wrongful confine-
ment, murder, destruction of ev-
idence, and under the POCSO Act
and the SC/ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act.

Uttar Pradesh Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Pashu Chikitsa

Vigyan Vishwavidhyalaya Evam Go Anusandhan Sansthan,

Mathura (U.P.) -281001.

Advertisement No.01/2021
FACULTY RECRUITMENT ADVERTISEMENT-2021

Date: Aug 31, 2021

Applications from citizens of India, on prescribed forms, are invited by
the University for filling up the following posts.

icated to pets with amenities such as
pet grooming, off-leash area for dogs

The civicbody hasidentified parks
inDwarka and Jangpura and alocation

and cats to stretch, a veterinary clinic

would be finalised soon.

have a dedicated park for their pets.
Many pet-friendly facilities and activ-
ities will be developed." The park will

with facilities for surgery, a play area,
and stalls selling pet food and acces-
sories. It will also have a dog trail, and

The pet park will be the first
such facility in Delhi-NCR. Archive

space for running, swimming, and dig-

ging, officials said.

According to Alok Singh, director
of the horticulture department of the

SDMC, the civic body often receives
complaints from people of pet dogs
coming inside colony parks and trou-

A senior official said work for the
project will be awarded soon as "seri-
ous efforts" is being made to give the
idea a practical shape by the end of
year and launch it by March.

The official said the concept was
inspired by dog parks in Bengaluru

also have a dedicated space for defe-

cating. Waste bag dispensers to collect 3

H i Number
no.| Name of the Post | Pay and level in the pay matrix of Poote
1 | Professor (Pay Rs. 144200-218200 Level-14)
2 | Associate Professor | (Pay Rs. 131400-217100 Level-13A) 14
Assistant Professor (Pay Rs. 57700-182400 Level-10) 26

waste and covered dustbins for their
disposal will also be installed, an offi-
cial said. "The park will have provisions
for a cafeteria and gazebos for visitors
torelax," said the official.

For more details and revised qualifications please visit university
website www.upvetuniv.edu.in. The closing date of submission of
application forms is 30-09-2021. For any correspondence please use
e-maili.d. recruitmentduvasu2021@gmail.com

REGISTRAR

EXTENSION OF PERIODICITY OF SPECIAL TRAIN

This is notified for the information of rail passengers that Railways have
decided to extend the periodicity of the run of Train No. 02871/02872 Islampur-
New Delhi-Islampur Magadh Superfast festival Special Train as under:-

Train No. & Train Name ‘ Days of Run ‘ Extended Up to (JCO)
02871 Islampur - New Delhi Magadh Superfast Special Daily Upto 01.01.2022
02872 New Delhi - Islampur Magadh Superfast Special Daily Upto 02.01.2022

pointed out by this court and to
ensure proper prosecution of
the riots cases, failing which, it
shall pass adverse orders “in-
cluding but not limited to the
imposition of adjournment
costs on the state with a further
direction to deduct the same
from the salary of the officers re-
sponsible for the imposition of
the said cost”.

Central University of Punjab
RECRUITMENT NOTICE [l
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FGuest Faculty fom ecture basis)

Ll date [0 appdy anfing! 30.08.2081 juple 23:59:52 Fry)
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED STUDY

Rashtrapati Nivas, Shimla-171005

Applications are invited for the Post of

DIRECTOR

The Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla, an
Autonomous Body under the Union Ministry of Education, invites
applications for the position of Director.

SALARY AND SERVICE CONDITIONS : The post carries a pay of
Rs. 2,25,000/- (fixed) per month with other permissible
allowances. The appointment will be for a period of three years or
up to the age of 65 years, whicheveris earlier.

The Director will be entitled to the following facilities: (1) Rent-
free furnished residential accommodation that will be maintained
by the Institute. (2) The facility of an official car. (3) Mobile phone
and telephone service (with STD/ISD facility) at the residence as
per ceiling underrules.

PROCEDURE OF APPOINTMENT : The appointment will be
made from a panel of names recommended by the Search-cum-
Selection Committee.

APPLICATIONS : Application from interested eligible, individuals
duly signed by them and enclosed in an envelope super scribed:
'Application for the Post of Director' mustreach:

The Secretary, Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Rashtrapati
Nivas, Shimla-171 005

By Registered/ Speed Post within 45 days of publication of this
advertisement. The Institute is not responsible for postal delays.
The Search-cum-Selection Committee reserves the right to
consider eminent academicians in the field of humanities and
social sciences who may not have applied in response to this
advertisement.

Further information can be accessed on the Institute website :
www.iias.ac.in

Secretary, IIAS

RailMadad Helpline No. 139

Visit RailMadad website:
www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in

Download RailMadad Ap

Cnline Application are invited for following Teaching & Man-

All norms of the State and Central Government regarding COVID-19 may please be

followed in the trains and at the Railway stations. All other precautions associated with
COVID-19 should also be ensured.
For any kind of information such as detailed Time-Table and stations enroute etc.,
passegers are requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or visit Indian Railways
website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Your Convenience - Our Concern

Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

Please join us on @QD
"SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE"

2097/2021

HSIIDC

Request for Propesal {RFF) for Leasing of .Jan Mayak Tau

Devi Lal Heritage Compdax Area. IMT Manesar
(10,81 acre incleding built up space, Cpen and Grean area)
for Spacified Developmantal & Multi-Purpose Usage

HEIO0 invies propoasls for above serdees [hrough @0 online
transperenl campelifre Bidding procoss
(7 For schedule of beliding process and alhar requisd detsik, the
bidders &2 requasted io reder Requast For Proposel Cocument
ayalfzble an the webste hipselenders hvaocin () The reendng
Bidder may espect the sl belan: submisson of apphcalian ler Ihis
wirk 3l &5 pwn cost (i) For any darifcalion, niending bidders may

No. Fc/81-1/2021
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
NATIONAL FIRE SERVICE COLLEGE,
NAGPUR
ADVERTISEMENT NO-1/TRAINING - 2021
B.E (FIRE ENGINEERING) 7th Batch- 2021-22
Applications are invited for admission into B.E

(Fire Engineering) 7th Batch 1st year for academic
year 2021-22 in the prescribed proforma uploaded

coanlast DGM, HSIDC, Sh Shashi Bhushan Keushis, HSIDC,
Fanchioda - 01 F 22000451 -82 sExfanaion dii.'-]. U497 TESESA Emal I
shokmshik@Ehsade anin,

*@* Haryana State Industrial and
L% Infrastructure Dev. Gorpn. Lid,
Ragd.Office;C 13 & 14, Sacior-G Panchlula PR 0172-2580481 - 83
E-mail: contaclusEhside.ongin, Website: heiide or.in
GIN: U291 88HR1 967 SEC04545

in the website www.nfschagpur.nic.in

The admission will be purely on basis of JEE-
CRL Ranking. For further information, details are
given in the website of www.nfscnagpur.nic.in.

DIRECTOR

davp 19135/11/0001/2122

Here is once in a lifetime opportunity.
Don’t miss it!

Be a part of the e-Auction of Mementos
presented to the Prime Minister

An amazing opportunity for you to own a piece of

history and glory. Participate in e-Auction and stand a P
chance to win Olympic Gold Medalist Neeraj Chopra's %
autographed Javelin, Double Olympic medalist 2
P.V. Sindhu's badminton racquet and many more -
such unique memeorabilia. H

Auction from

17th September to Tth October 2021

To participate, register at

pmmementos.gov.in
The amount raised will be utilized e r
for Namami Gange project. E - Fihnay
.. . New Delhi
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1.5° C below normal

SKYWATCH

FORECAST: Sep 18
Generally cloudy sky.
**"  Possibility of very light
rain/drizzle.
MAX: 33 MIN: 24

0.9° C below normal

SUKHBIR, HARSIMRAT KAUR BADAL DETAINED IN DELHI; TRAFFIC HIT AT GURGAON BORDER

‘Your decline has begun’: At protest against

three farmlaws, SA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, GURGAON,
SEPTEMBER15

SHIROMANI AKALI Dal (SAD)
president Sukhbir Singh Badal
and former Union minister
Harsimrat Kaur Badal were de-
tained by the Delhi Police Friday
astheyled a protest march in the
national capital to mark the first
anniversary of the passage of
three contentious farm laws.

In the morning, hundreds of
protesters, including Akali lead-
ers, marched on Rakabganj Road.
The march started from
Gurudwara Rakab Ganj at 11.30
amwith Parliament House as the
destination. The leaders were de-
tained at 1.30 pm, before which
they addressed party workers
and called it a “Black Day”.

Sukhbir said: “I've come to
know that the Arvind Kejriwal-
led Delhi government released a
notification restricting us from
entering Delhi’s Gurudwara. They
are scared... You know what's

— BRIEFLY —

New OkhlaSTP
canstop 564
MLD of sewage
fromentering

Yamuna: Jain

New Delhi: DJB chairper-
son Satyendar Jain visited
the construction site of
the sewage treatment
plant at Okhla on Friday.
Government officials said
the plant is the largest in
India and will have a ca-
pacity to treat 564 million
litres of sewage per day
and will be spread over
an area of 110 acres.
Construction will be
completed by 2022.
“After its construction,
this STP will stop 564
MLD of sewage from
flowing into the Yamuna
by adhering to latest
norms... treated water
will be fit to be utilised for
various non-potable pur-
poses like gardening,
lakes rejuvenation., etc,”
Jain said.

Over10,000
applications
under CM Covid

relief scheme

New Delhi: The Delhi gov-
ernment has received
10,436 applications un-
der the Mukhyamantri
Covid-19 Pariwaar Arthik
Sahayata Yojana, which
provides financial aid to
dependents of people
who lost their lives due to
Covid. So far 2,499 appli-
cations have been re-
ceived under the
monthly  assistance
scheme (Rs 2,500) and
7,937 under the one-time
assistance scheme (Rs
50,000).ENS

happening to BJP, ‘their shop is
closed’. As theleader of SAD, I can
say — whether it is farmers, poor
people, traders... Punjab’s pros-
perity depends on brotherhood,
peace. Punjab needs a CM who
takes the state forward... SAD has
avision for betterment of people
in the state. I request you
(protesters) to maintain peace.
They (government) have spread
propaganda that those from
Punjab create ruckus and use vi-
olence. Let’s show them we can
fight against the system without
being violent.”

“We are in thousands... our
mission is to show the Centre that
we will not stop. The people of
Punjab and farmers will continue
toraise their voice unless the gov-
ernment removes the three farm
laws... the Prime Minister intro-
duced these laws in the country...
Electus...(and) we will make sure
these laws are not implemented
in Punjab,” he said.

DCP (New Delhi) Deepak
Yadav said Sukhbir, Harsimrat
and 15 other party leaders were

At the protest in the capital, Friday. Amit Mehra

detained at Parliament Street po-
lice station and later released.
Police said the leaders were
detained for violating Covid
guidelines. Over 500 personnel
were deployed in New Delhi dis-
trict,and the DCP on September
15 had written to Badal and SAD
spokesperson Daljeet Singh
Cheema to avoid the protest.
Accordingtothe SAD,amem-
orandum was submitted to the
Prime Minister through the

Executive Magistrate, seeking are-
peal of the “black” farm laws and
demanding commitment from
the Centre that farmers would be
consulted before bringing in any
legislation affecting their lives.
Harsimrat, whoresigned from
the government last year over the
farm laws, said ina tweet that the
participation in the protest march
shows public anger. “Farmers
have been protesting at the Delhi
border for ayear, but the Centre is

keen on quashing them. We
are proud to have quit the
NDA. Akali Dal will continue to
resist despotism,” she said.

“This government, which used
to say ‘sab ka saath, sab ka vikas,
sabkavishwas’,on September 17,
2020 —itdid not think of farmer’s
vikas. Not only did they betray
their political allies but they have
betrayed farmers of the country,”
she said. “I want to tell you that
2024 s not far. The countdown to
your decline has begun. Youwon’t
be able to set foot in Punjab, you
willlose Haryana,and UPtoo. And
you will become a party of two
MPs, like in the past, when
Akali Dal used to support you
when you had two MPs.”

Meanwhile, traffic conges-
tion was reported on the Delhi-
Gurgaon border Friday morning
as Delhi Police blocked entry of
vehicles and barricaded the
lanes towards the capital.

Sources said around 12.30am
on Thursday, Gurgaon police re-
ceived information abouta group
of farmers and protesters from

i

VACCINE QUEUE

A Covid vaccination camp at Yamuna Pushta. Praveen Khanna

Vendetta against me, Asthana tells
HC, attaches Prashant Bhushan tweets

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

DELHI'S COMMISSIONER of
Police Rakesh Asthana, inareply
to a PIL challenging his appoint-
ment to the post, has alleged that
a sustained social media cam-
paign and a “barrage of selective
actions” were being undertaken
to “derail” his career, while par-
ticularly making mention of
tweets made by advocate
Prashant Bhushan since 2017
with regard to him.

Choosing not torespond tothe
PIL on merits and stating that the
same canonly be dealt with by the
central government, Asthana told
the court he has filed the reply
only to bring to its notice that the
petitioners against him were en-
tertaining a personal vengeance
and the cases have been filed ei-
ther “for some hidden personal
vendetta of either of them or of

Delhi Police Commissioner
Rakesh Asthana

someone on whose behest sev-
eral attempts are being made
against me to derail my career”.
He has named Common
Cause and Centre for Public
Interest Litigations and said one
or two individuals run both the
organisations and enjoy deep
and pervasive control over them.
Bhushan has previously been on
the governing body of the two
NGOs, and represents CPIL, an

Protect pvt data of Newslaundry
co-founder, HC tells I'T dept

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

OBSERVING THAT it was legally
and morally wrong to leak pri-
vate data, the Delhi High Court
Friday asked the IT Department
to ensure that Newslaundry co-
founder Abhinandan Sekhri’s
personal data is not leaked. The
data from Sekhri’s laptop and
phone was downloaded by IT of-
ficials last week during a ‘survey’
at the news portal’s office.

“We have seen it on channels,
people’s data that has been
seized is openly being displayed,
that should not happen. We
don't know who leaksiit. You will
have to take precaution thatitis
not leaked. Given an undertak-
ing that it will not be leaked, Mr
(Siddhartha) Dave (Newslaund-
ry’s lawyer) will be satisfied,” ob-
served Justice Manmohan and

Leak of datais totally
wrong — ethically,
morally, legally: HC

Justice Navin Chawla.

The court made the observa-
tions during the hearing of a peti-
tion filed by Newslaundry Media
Private Limited and Sekhri against
the survey and for a direction
against leaking of any material,
including private chats or com-
munication, toany third party in-
cluding the media. While asking
the counsel representing the IT
department to come back with
instructions, the court listed the
matter for hearing on Tuesday.

It also said that agencies
should investigate but never leak
data as that will give away any
leads they have. “This case is only
different because the pressis on

the other side this time. They are
the people who object to such
orders being passed. It (leakage
of data) is contrary to their
(agencies') interest, the publicin-
terest, the person who has been
searched. It’s totally wrong --
ethically, morally, legally, every
way,” said the court.

Advocate Ajit Sharma, repre-
senting the department, argued
that the IT department is seized
of data of not just one assessee
but thousands. “We will ensure
that it is not leaked and will
come back with instructions so
that we can make that statement
in court,” he added.

“It is just a mere bald appre-
hension that this data will be
leaked by the income tax depart-
ment because the petitioner hap-
pens to be a journalist,” Sharma
submitted, adding that the data
which the IT department has
seized canonly be used as per law.

intervenor in the PIL challenging
Asthana’s appointment, before
the High Court.

Without naming Bhushan,
Asthana has said that “individu-
als running them in recent past
for some oblique and ostensible
undisclosed reason have started
barrage of selective actions
against me either out of some
vendetta about which [ am not
aware or at the behest of some
individual/interest”.

Asthana, in a tabulated form,
has mentioned four cases, all
filed by Common Cause, against
his appointment as Special
Director CBIin 2017 and seeking
SIT probe against the corruption
charges against him. “The afore-
said PILs were thereafter fol-
lowed by a malicious campaign
propagated either through
tweets or articles or shadow
PILs,” he has said.

The sustained social media
campaign corroborates and jus-

tifies the apprehension that the
challenge to “my appointment is
theresultof either some vendetta
whichis unknown tome orisbe-
ing conducted at the behest of
some undisclosed individual/ri-
val/interest,” Asthana has said
while attaching tweets made by
Bhushan between October 2017
and July 2021 regarding him.
The Centre had Thursday de-
fended Asthana’s appointment,
saying that he has been brought
into provide “effective policing”
on recent law and order situa-
tions in the national capital.
Sadre Alam, a lawyer, has
filed a PIL seeking quashing of
Asthana’s appointment, inter-
cadre deputation, and extension
of service. The court had earlier
alsoallowed an intervention ap-
plication by CPILin the case. CPIL
has accused Alam of copying
contents of its petition pending
before the apex court against
Asthana’s appointment.

‘WILL BE FINISHED IN TWO MONTHS’

Power cables stalled work on
Ashram underpass, says Jain

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

WORK ON the Ashram under-
pass was delayed due to shifting
of power cables and will be com-
pleted in two months, said Public
Works Department Minister
Satyendar Jain Friday. He took
cognizance of the difficulties
faced in construction work and
said it will be completed soon.
“The work on this underpass
near Ashram is almost complete.
However, construction has faced
some hindrances due to shifting
of the heavy power cables near
the under-construction ramp,
which is 16 metres long. These
power cables are being shifted,
which will take around a month.
Thereafter, within one month,
work of constructing the ramp

trains guns at Centre

several districts of Haryana and
Rajasthan reaching Sirhaul and
trying to enter Delhi. The infor-
mation was relayed to the Delhi
Police, who put up barricades for
inspection and stopped entry of
certain vehicles.

A traffic police officer said,
“Traffic remained congested
from9.50 am to 11.30 am on ac-
count of barricading on the Delhi
side, following which it eased.”

DCP (traffic) Ravinder Tomar,
said, “... Due to security reasons,
Delhi Police barricaded the lanes
which caused congestion, first
at 12.30 am for about 25 min-
utes. We diverted traffic towards
Kapashera, Basai, KMP and
nearby areas. We were in con-
stant touch with Delhi Police
and informed them when con-
gestion was reported till
Shankar Chowk. After that, bar-
ricading was removed for some
time and traffic movement was
smooth. At 9.30 am today, there
was some congestion for half an
hour after barricades were put
up again before it was cleared.”

Sidhana gets
anticipatory
bail in R-Day
violence case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

ADELHI court Friday granted an-
ticipatory bail to gangster-
turned-activist Lakha Sidhanain
the Red Fort violence case.

Additional Sessions Judge
Jagdish Kumar observed that the
accused has admitted he was
part of a mob and has already
been granted bail in a connected
case.

Sidhana has been ordered to
furnish a bail bond of Rs 50,000
with one surety of the like
amount and has been directed
to join the investigation as and
when required by the investigat-
ing officer. He has also been or-
dered not to influence witnesses.

On the contention that the
applicant was not providing the
password of his mobile phone,
the court noted that Sidhana had
stated that he forgot the pass-
word. The court asked how it can
assume if he has forgotten the
password or was deliberately
not disclosing it.

Senior advocate Ramesh
Gupta and advocate Jasdeep
Singh Dhillon, who appeared for
Sidhana, told the court that there
isnotaniota of evidence against
him. It was also submitted that
there was a grave suspicion that
police will arrest him as his
cousin had been “arrested by
Delhi Police and tortured”.

Special Public Prosecutor
Madhukar Pandey had opposed
the bail, stating that his presence
on the spot was corroborated by
CCTV footage. He submitted that
Sidhana instigated the mob
which attacked police officers on
January 26.

The prosecutor added that
the accused even hugged some
people to celebrate after break-
ing the barricades.

Work on the 750-metre-long underpass started in July 2019

will also be completed. The
whole process will be completed
in two months. Cognizance of
potholes has also been taken;
these were repaired the previous
day. Within a couple of days, the
work of surfacing of roads will
be done,” he said.

Work on the 750-metre-long

underpass, approved in 2016,
started in July 2019 and is aimed
ateasing traffic at the Ashramin-
tersection. Meanwhile, work on
the Ashram-DND extension is
going on and is expected to be
completed by the end of the year.
The project was expected to be
completed by August 31.

New Delhi

Cutting down dust:
Onus on pvt firms to
stick to 14-point plan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

ENVIRONMENT  MINISTER
Gopal Rai has asked private con-
struction agencies in Delhi to ad-
here to guidelines to prevent
dust pollution within 15 days.

All private agencies are re-
quired to hold review meetings
at their construction sites to en-
sure whether the guidelines are
being followed, besides ap-
pointing an employee to ensure
that they are followed. The gov-
ernment will take strict action
against private agencies not fol-
lowing the guidelines, Rai said.

In a meeting with all private
construction agencies in Delhi
Friday, Rai said, “We have held a
meeting with more than 50 ma-
jor construction agencies, which
includes L&T, GMR Group,
Raheja Developers, NDMMPL,
and NBCC, among others. We
have informed them of what-
ever shortcomings that we ob-
served,” he said.

Dust mitigation measures
that construction companies
must follow include raising dust
breaking walls around the con-
struction site; installation of
anti-smog guns (for a built-up
area of more than 20,000 sq m);
placing tarpaulin or green net on
scaffolding around the area un-
der construction; vehicles car-
rying construction material and
debris should be fully covered
and protected; unpaved sur-
faces and areas with loose soil
should be adequately sprinkled
with water; and construction

ATCONSTRUCTION SITES

W Walls must be covered
M Anti-smog gun must
M Tarpaulin must

MW Vehicles should be
covered, cleaned

M No material should
fall onroad

M Residue to be compiled
in marked spots

M Ban on stockpile
onroads

H No uncovered sand

B No cutting/grinding
inopen

W Water spraying must
M Pakki, black-top roads
to transport materials

M Record of all generated
waste

M Dust mask mandatory
for workers

M Medical facility must
for w0|l<ers

1T

and demolition waste should be
recycled on-site or transported
to authorised recycling facility
and due record of the same
should be maintained.
Additionally, dust mitigation
measures are to be displayed
prominently at the construction
site for easy public viewing,.

Private construction agencies have to adhere to guidelines
within 15 days, said environment minister Gopal Rai. Archive

No proposal by govt
to cover Board exam
fee, parents in a fix

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

WITH TWO weeks for schools to
collect CBSE exam fees from
their students and no proposal
by the Delhi government to in-
tervene, stakeholders expect an-
other tussle this year to get these
fees covered.

The CBSE informed schools
Thursday evening that they need
to submit their list of candidates
for the upcoming class X and XII
board examinations before
September 30. Students have to
pay their CBSE examination fees
to be included in the list.

In 2019, the board had sharply
increased its examination fees,
making it Rs 1,200 for SC/ST stu-
dents and Rs 1,500 for the rest in
both classes X and XII. That is the
base fee for five subjects. With the
additional amount for each sub-
ject’s practical and additional or
optional subject, the fee goes up
toaround Rs 2,500 for many class
Xl students.

In 2019, the Delhi govern-
ment had announced it would
cover the complete examination
fee for all Board year students in
its schools. It had paid the fees
foras many as 3.14 lakh students
following a Cabinet meeting de-
cision.

Before that, the fee —Rs 375
for class X and Rs 600 for class
XII students for five subjects —
was paid by the candidates. In
the case of SC/ST students, Rs 50
would be charged, while the re-
mainder, Rs 325 for Class X and
Rs 550 for Class XII, used to be
reimbursed by the government
to the board.

Lastyear, citinga fund crunch
due to the pandemic and esti-
mating that paying the fees forall
students would cost Rs 100 crore,
the government did not cover the
fees. “This year too, the fund sit-
uationis not so great. There is no
proposal from the government
on this so far;” said a senior official

in the education department.

The All India Parents
Association, inaletter asking the
government to cover the fees
given the continuing financial
distress, said: “According to the
education department, more
than 1.5 lakh children have got-
ten themselves transferred from
private to government schools...
The education minister had
recognised parents’ inability to
pay school fees and made a pub-
licannouncement that students
would be admitted to govern-
ment schools without transfer
certificates. A parent who with-
drew their child from a private
school because they could not
pay the fees will also have diffi-
culty in paying the exam fees.”

“For some time, the eco-
nomic situation of the Delhi gov-
ernment has been improving,
which we can see from various
schemes being introduced in
government schools. For its
Entrepreneurship Mindset
Curriculum, the government is
even going to give Rs 2,000 seed
money to all students of senior
classes,” the letter, addressed to
the Chief Minister’s Office, states.

Collecting the exam fees was
abig challenge last year and many
schools crowdsourced funds by
reaching out to NGOs and busi-
ness people or had teachers and
principals shoulder the cost,
while civil society had also
stepped in to help children with
financial constraints.

This year, schools have only
two weeks to complete the col-
lection process. “The government
should pay this fee; itisanessen-
tial expenditure concerning all
students. This is a question of
writing board exams and contin-
uing education. Things like an-
nual day, sports day, and produc-
tion of school magazines have not
been happening in schools for the
last two years. Those resources
can be diverted for this,” said the
head of a government school,
whodid not want to be identified.
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against encroachment.

REMOVING ROADBLOCK

WHILE PRAISING Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
ata function, Union minister Nitin Gadkari said that soon af-
ter he got married, it was brought to his notice thata house be-
longing to his in-laws was coming in the way of construction
of aroad. He said he had ordered the house to be razed for the
road project. Similarly, he said, he has learnt that a house be-
longing to Khattar's wife's family was also recently coming in
the way of a highway project in Haryana, and the CM had or-
dered the house to be demolished to make way. Gadkari ap-
preciated it and said politicians need to set such examples

get enough cards.

understanding with the SP.

PosT CARED

ON PRIME Minister Narendra Modi’s birthday, newly ap-
pointed IT and Communications Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
had a challenge to deal with. The postal department, which
comes under his ministry, had to ensure availability of 5 crore
postcards for the 'Thank You Modi' messages. The depart-
ment had been asked by the ruling party to ensure that every
state unit gets sufficient postcards for the occasion. Atameet-
ing of BJP leaders to finalise the arrangements for the cele-
brations, some leaders had raised the issue of non-availabil-
ity of these postcards. Party general secretary Arun Singh then
asked every state unit to inform about their requirements, as
well as the shortage in respective states. The issue was ad-
dressed and the department assured that every state unit will

FAST OFrr THE BLOCKS

IN A departure from its usual style, the Congress has set in
motion the process to identify candidates for Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections much in advance. The party has consti-
tuted a screening committee to shortlist nominees headed
by AICC general secretary Jitendra Singh. The team has young
loeaders, the other members of the panel being Rajya Sabha
MP Deepender Hooda and Maharashtra minister Varsha
Gaikwad. While the Samajwadi Party and the BSP have made
it clear that they will not have any alliance with the Congress,
asection of Congress leaders are still hopeful of a last-minute

Gadkari says he gets
Rs 4 lakh per month for
YouTube lecture videos

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BHARUCH (GUJARAT),
SEPTEMBER17

UNION MINISTER Nitin Gadkari
on Friday said he gets Rs 4 lakh
every month as royalty from
YouTube, as viewership of his lec-
ture videos posted on the plat-
form has increased during the
pandemic period.

While reviewing the progress
of the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway
(DME)in Bharuch, Gadkari further
said his ministry has started rat-
ingroad construction contractors
and consultants.

During Covid-19 times, the
road transportand highways min-
ister said, he did two things.

“I became a chef and started
cooking at home and giving lec-
tures through video conference. I
delivered more than 950 lectures
online, including lectures to for-
eign universities students, which
were uploaded on YouTube.

“Viewership of my YouTube
channel increased and YouTube
now pays me Rs 4 lakh per month

Nitin
Gadkari

asroyalty,” he said.

Gadkari, whois known for his
frank views, said that in India,
those whodo good work, don't get
appreciation.

The minister also emphasised
on the importance of network of
modern- and high-quality roads
for economic development and
creating employment opportuni-
ties.He said thatin Gujarat,423 km
of road is being constructed at Rs
35,100 crore. Gadkari added that
under this expressway, 60 major
bridges, 17 interchanges, 17 fly-
overs and eight road over bridges
(ROBs) will be built in the state.

The minister said 33 wayside
amenities are also proposed tobe
built on this expressway to pro-
vide world-class transport facili-
tiesas well as create employment
opportunities in the state.

Shah: Modi first CM after
Independence to pay
attention to climate change

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah on Friday said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was the
first chief minister since
Independence to have paid at-
tention to climate change. He
said at that time very few people
paid attention to the problem.

Shah was speaking at an
event in Nanded, Maharashtra,
where he planted a sapling at the
CRPF training centre to celebrate
the birthday of the Prime
Minister.

“Narendra Modi was the first
chief minister of the country af-
ter Independence who paid at-
tention to climate change be-
cause at that time there were

Amit Shah

very few people in the world
who paid attention to it. People
used to build roads, buildings,
arrange for drinking water, cre-
ate structures for education, de-
velopment took place in all ar-
eas. But when Shri Narendra
Modi was the chief minister of
Gujarat, he first created the cli-
mate change department in the
government,” the MHA quoted
Shah as saying. “This was the first
time in India that the govern-
ment paid attention to climate
change.”

Rahul has failed, Mamata
should lead Opp: TMC paper

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 17

AT A time the entire Opposition
is trying to form an anti-BJP front
before 2024 General Election,
Trinamool Congress's party
mouthpiece in West Bengal,
'Jaago Bangla', has sparked a po-
tential storm by suggesting that
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
has failed to emerge as an alter-
native to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, and that West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee should take that space.

On Friday, the headline in the
lead report of the newspaper
stated: “Rahul Gandhi paren-ni,
Mamata-i bikolpo mukh (Rahul
Gandhi could not, Mamatais the
alternative face)”.

While the report, as well as
TMC spokesperson Kunal Ghosh,
clarified that the party does not
want to discard the Congress and
is only saying that the TMC chief
could be the possible Opposition

Rahul Gandhi; Mamata
Banerjee

face to counter Modi, the state
Congress hit back and said this will
only help BJP and that the party
“strongly opposes” this stand.
Calling it an instance of bar-
gaining by TMC, state Congress
president and Lok Sabha mem-
ber Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
said: “Mamata Banerjee says all
opposition parties should be
unified. On the other hand, with-
out consulting any party, she is
humiliating other parties. She is
asking (TMC) to write in the
party mouthpiece that she
wants to be the Prime Minister.
This is unfortunate.... We are
strongly opposing this stand.”

EVMs, DMs used to
cheat in Bihar polls,

be wary: Akhsh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, SPETEMBER 17

SAMAJWADI PARTY president
Akhilesh Yadav on Friday alleged
that the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment had done “nothing” to save
lives in rain-related incidents
and asked people to exercise
caution against electronic voting
machines (EVMs) and district
magistrates (DMs) in the
Assembly polls next year.
Speaking on the occasion of
Vishwakarma Jayanti at the SP
office in Lucknow, Akhilesh said,
“One can understand how much
it rained yesterday (Thursday).
Many lost their lives...many
houses collapsed. In just one
spell of rain, it has become clear
that the government, which was
supposed to make arrange-
ments for this, has done nothing.
Cars were floating on road.
When so many people from the
Vishwakarma community are
here today, | am confident that
this government will go.”
Persistent and heavy rain, ac-
companied by thunderstorms
and lightning, has claimed at
least 24 lives in Uttar Pradesh.
Akhilesh also said: “We saw
the election in Bihar and West
Bengal. Did they cheat in Bihar
election or not? The cheating in

Akhilesh Yadav duringa
Vishwakarma Puja event in
Lucknow, Friday. Vishal Srivastav

Bihar was done by EVMs (elec-
tronic voting machines) and
DMs (district magistrates). But
people of Bengal responded. We
must be careful of EVMs and
DMs and must make people
aware.”

Akhilesh alleged that lies and
rumours are being spread by BJP
to mislead people. “These peo-
ple (BJP) are those who cheat
Dalits and people from back-
ward communities. They want
to finish the country’s identity of
unity in diversity. They are after
our culture of coexistence... For
their selfish interests and to get
power, they will do anything, We
have to be very careful of them.
Some will be small lies, while
some will be bigger lies,” he said.

The report in Bangla stated:
“Congress-ke baad diye aamra
kokhonoi BJP-birodhi bikolpo
bolchhi na. Kintu Rahul Gandhi
ekhono Narendra Modi-r bikolpo
mukh hoye uthte parenni. Desher
bikolpo  mukh  Mamata
Bandyopadhyay. Aamra bikolpo
hishebe jono-netrirmukh shaamne
rekhei gota deshe prochar shuru
korbo(We are never discussingan
anti-BJP front without Congress.
ButRahul Gandhi s yet to emerge
as an alternative to Modi.
Banerjeeis the alternative face for
the country, and we will start
campaigning across the country
by keeping the mass leader
(Banerjee) as that alternative)”.

TMC appoints Arpita

Ghosh state gen secy

The Trinamool Congress Friday
appointed its former Rajya Sabha
MP Arpita Ghoshits state general
secretary, two days after Rajya
Sabha Chairperson M Venkaiah
Naidu accepted her resignation
from the Upper House.

Religion should
not be used to
create politics:
UP minister

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
BALLIA, SEPTEMBER17

UTTAR PRADESH Labour
Minister Swami Prasad Maurya
has stressed that religion is a
matter of faith and should not be
made a matter of politics.

Speaking with the media on
the sidelines of BJP’s ‘Prabudh
Varg Sammelan’ here on
Thursday, Maurya also said BJP
has nothing to do with “abba-
Jjaan, chacha-jaan and bhai-jaan”.

“No God should be associ-
ated with politics. God is a mat-
ter of faith. All people have the
freedom to believe in God ac-
cording to their faith. The matter
of faith should not be mixed with
politics,” he said.

Referring to recent statement
of Bharatiya Kisan Union leader
Rakesh Tikait terming AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi as “chacha-
jaan”, he said BJP is going to the
people on the basis of its public
welfare and development
schemes. “Those who donot have
anything are taking help of chacha-
Jjaanand abba-jaan. BJPis not con-
cerned with abba-jaan, chacha-
Jjaan and bhai-jaan,” he said.

Recently, UP Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, apparently at-
tacking the SP, had said people
who say “abba-jaan™ used to “di-
gest” all ration items earlier.
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BIRTHDAY, IN PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar writes Prime Minister Narendra Modi a message for
his birthday in Patna on Friday. P11

E-auction of PM mementos: sports
gear of Olympians get highest bids

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

OLYMPIC BRONZE medalist
Lovlina Borgohain’s boxing
gloves and gold medalist Neeraj
Chopra’s javelin are among the
items that have received the
highest bids at an e-auction of
gifts and mementos received by
the Prime Minister.

The gloves, with a base price
of Rs 80 lakh, received a bid of Rs
1.92 crore. Chopra’s javelin, which
had a base price of Rs 1 crore, re-
ceived a bid of Rs 1.5 crore.

The bid for Paralympics gold
medalist Sumit Antil’s javelin,
which also started at Rs 1 crore

like Chopra’s javelin, has gone up
toRs 1,00,07,000, as per the offi-
cial auction website.

On the block are as many as
1,300 items. These include the t-
shirt worn by paralympic shooter
Avani Lakhera (with a base price
of Rs 15 lakh), a stole bearing the
signatures of Tokyo Olympic
players (base price of Rs 901akh),
the sabre used by fencer Bhavani
Devi, the hockey sticks of the the
women’s and men’s Olympic
teams, and an autographed
racket which PV. Sindhu used to
win the bronze medal.

Besides sports gear and
equipment Olympians and
Paralympians, the memorabilia
also include a replica of the

Ayodhya Ram Mandir presented
by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath. Also up forauc-
tion are models of prominent
buildings, sculptures, paintings
and souvenirs that the Prime
Minister received from visiting
dignitaries and during important
functions over the last two years.

The proceeds from the e-auc-
tion will go towards the Namami
Gange Mission.

Withina few hours of the auc-
tion opening, the racquet that
Noida DM and paralympian
Suhas LY presented to the PM re-
ceived a bid of Rs 10 crore. Soon
after, the Ministry removed the
exaggerated bid for the object that
has abase price of Rs 50 lakh.

PUNJAB CONGRESS CRISIS

‘Pressure’ from MLAs:
urgent CLP meet today

MANOJCG

& KANCHAN VASDEV
NEW DELHI/,CHANDIGARH,
SEPTEMBER 17

STEPPING IN decisively in the
face of “massive” pressure
against Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh from a section
of Congress MLAs in the state, the
party high command on Friday
night convened an urgent meet-
ing of the Congress Legislative
Party (CLP) on Saturday.

This comes two days after
several MLAs wrote to Congress
president Sonia Gandhi, making
itclear that the government can-
not move ahead in this fashion,
a senior All India Congress
Committee (AICC) leader told
The Indian Express.

The letter, the party leader
said, was very “strong in nature”.
He said, “There was strong pres-
sure. We could not have ignored
the letter.”

Asked whether a change of
guard was possible, the AICC
leader did notrule it outand said,
“We will have to wait and see
what happens in the meeting.”

A senior state Congress
leader, however, asked, “Why
else would such an emergency
meeting be convened.”

At 11.39 pm Friday, AICC gen-
eral secretary in charge of

Cong
Punjab
in-charge
Harish
Rawat

Punjab, Harish Rawat, tweeted:
“The AICC has received a repre-
sentation from a large number
of MLAs...requesting to immedi-
ately convene a meeting of the
Congress Legislative Party of
Punjab. Accordingly, a meeting
of CLP has been convened at
5:00 PM on 18th September at
Punjab Pradesh Congress
Committee office. AICC directs
PPCCto facilitate this meeting.”

He also posted that all Punjab
Congress MLAs are “requested to
kindly attend this meeting”.

Soon after Rawat’s tweet,
state Congress chief Navjot Singh
Sidhu tweeted that a CLP meet-
ing will be convened at 5 pm
Saturday.

Sources said Congress lead-
ers Ajay Maken and Harish
Chaudhary would be the central
party's observers at the CLP
meeting; Rawat, too, would be
present, it is learnt.

The Indian Express had on
Thursday reported about the
fresh rebellion brewing against
Amarinder, and that several
Congress MLAs have in a letter
asked the party high command

Rajasthan amends
marriage registration
law, Opp says justifies
child weddings

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR, SEPTEMBER 17

AMID OPPOSITION by the BJP, the
Rajasthan Assembly on Friday
passed aBill toamend a 2009 Act
onmandatory registration of mar-
riages, including child marriages.

The Rajasthan Compulsory
Registration of Marriages
(Amendment) Bill, 2021 amends
the Rajasthan Compulsory
Registration of Marriages Act,
2009.

Only the District Marriage
Registration Officer (DMRO) was
authorised to register the mar-
riages, but the Bill passed on Friday
now empowers the government
to appoint Additional DMRO and
Block MRO to register marriages.

However, the Opposition
raised an issue with the amend-
ment of Section 8 of the 2009 Act.
The amendment states that the
parents or guardians of a bride-
groom who is under 21 and a
bride whoisunder 18, “shall be re-
sponsible to submit the memo-
randum, in such manner, as may
be prescribed, within a period of
30days from the date of solemni-
sation of the marriage to the
Registrar.”

The 2009 Act had stated the
same, with the only difference be-
ing that the age mentioned was
21 years for both boys and girls.

The Opposition MLAs ob-
jected to the amendment, saying
thatit should be done away with.

Independent MLA Sanyam
Lodha said that the Bill “justifies
child marriage”. “If you justify
child marriages, this will send a
wrong marriage before the nation.
The Rajasthan Assembly will be
humiliated before the entire na-
tion.” Considered close to Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot, Lodha said
that through his actions and life,
Gehlot has helped forma progres-
sive image of the government, so
the Bill should not be passed.

Leader of Opposition Gulab
Chand Kataria said that the state
is formulating a law which is
against the Child Marriage Act.
“Back then too, you had used the
samewordsasnow...Theonlyre-
striction is that their kin have to
inform within 30 days.”

Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Shanti Dhariwal said that the Bill
“nowhere says that underage
marriages will belegal”. “Evenifa
marriage among underage chil-
dren is held, its registration is
mandatory. However, the Bill
doesn’t make the marriage legal
and the District Collector can take
action against them,” Dhariwal
said, adding that the Bill doesn’t
go against the Central Act either.
He also said that in 2006, the
Supreme Court had ruled thatreg-
istering marriage is mandatory.

to convene a CLP meeting to de-
vise a strategy for the next
Vidhan Sabha elections, due in
less than six months.

The letter did not mention
anything about the Chief
Minister but stated that among
otherissues, the 18-point agenda
set for the Amarinder Singh gov-
ernment needs to be discussed.

Sources in the Congress high
command said that surveys,
both internal and conducted
through external agencies, show
that Amarinder's popularity is
onthe wane but the central lead-
ershipis said to be in a dilemma
over a change of guard.

In Punjab, the Congress camp
was awaiting the announcement
for the CLP meeting the entire
day on Friday. Rawat had met
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Friday evening, and
the decision to hold a CLP meet
was taken during that meeting.

Four rebel Punjab ministers
— Tripat Rajinder Singh Bajwa,
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa,
Sukhbinder Sarkaria and
Charanjeet Channi — are among
the 40 MLAs who had signed the
letter sent to Sonia on
Wednesday. The four were part
of the rebellion against
Amarinder earlier as well. The
fresh signature campaign was
led by Bajwa and PPCC general
secretary in-charge Pargat Singh.

Now, BJP MLA
claims there is
‘land jihad’ in
Rajasthan town

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, SEPTEMBER 17

BJP MLA from Malpura in Tonk,
Kanhaiya Lal, on Friday alleged
“land jihad” by Muslims in
Malpura.

Speaking in the Assembly, Lal
said that Malpura is a sensitive
town and has constantly wit-
nessed communal incidents
since 1950 which have led to
deaths of more than 100 people.

He said the “Muslim com-
munity is running a campaign
where they purchase houses and
land of Hindu community at
rates which are several times
over the state government spec-
ified rates. They start living in
these homes purchased illegally
and in an unauthorised way and
then fight with their Hindu
neighbours every other day,and
threaten them”.

Lal said that “upon seeing
Hindudaughters and sisters, they
start doing objectionable acts
and objectionable conversations,
which hasled toaninsecure and
fearful environment, which has
led to exodus by 600-800 Hindu
families from these bastis”.

Oflate, the BJP has been talk-
ing about an alleged exodus of
Hindu families from Malpura. A
three-member team of the BJP
recently handed over a fact-find-
ing report to party state presi-
dent Satish Poonia.

Lal also accused the Malpura
administration of inaction.

Karnataka House passes Bill to
form prison development board

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 17

IKARNATAKA ASSEMBLY on
Friday passed aBill for creation of
a prison development board to
improve prisons in the state and
introduce correctional pro-
grammes, including self-employ-
ment measures for prisoners.

The Bill introduced by state
Home Minister Araga Jnanendra
was passed amid criticism by a
few members from opposition
Congress and JDS of the pro-
posed law being utopian in na-
ture and removed from the
harsh realities of prisons and
prisoners in the state.

The legislation is necessary
for “the constitution of the
Karnataka Prison Development
Board for strengthening of pris-
onsand correctional administra-
tion, particularly correctional in-
tervention, skill improvement,
welfare of prisoners and prison
staff and expanding prison in-

New Delhi

dustries”, says the Bill.

Jnanendra said the constitu-
tion of the external board for the
prison would enable the study of
the living conditions of prisoners,
correctional measures to allow
prisoners to integrate into society
after their jail terms, and provide
job-oriented training in prisons.

Congress's Ramesh Kumar
pointed out during discussions on
the Bill that prisons were centres
of corruption because prison staff
tend to be paid poorly and they
resort to treating prisoners more
as clients who will pay them for
providing various services.

Two other Bills introduced by
the Home Minister - one to en-
able audio-video recordings of
witnesses in trials in sessions
courts and a second to allow us-
age of blood samples, DNA sam-
ples, voice samples and iris scan
samples as identifications for
prisoners apart from photos, fin-
gerprints and footprints that are
collected when a person is sent
to prison — were also passed.

Council passes
delimitation Bill

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
Legislative Council on Friday
passed aBill to create a commis-
sion to carry out delimitation
and reservation exercises for
constituencies in local bodies in-
stead of the State Election
Commission.

The Karnataka Gram Swaraj
and Panchayat Raj
(Amendment)Bill, 2021, for cre-
ating the Karnataka Panchayat
Raj Delimitation Commission
was passed amid a walkout by
the Opposition Congress and
JD(S). Both parties accused the
BJP of attempting to postpone
impending local body polls by
passing this Bill.

The Bill says that it is neces-
sary for the delimitation exercise
of constituencies to be carried
out by experts constituted under
a special commission rather
than the KarnatakaSEC.  ENS
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WORDLY WISE
THE BAT IS NOT A TOY, IT’'S A WEAPON. IT GIVES ME
EVERYTHING IN LIFE, WHICH HELPS ME TO DO
EVERYTHING ON THE FIELD. — VIrRAT KOHLI
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

DEBT WEIGHT

Bad bank will help clean up balance sheets, but credit culture
must change for healthier financial system

N THURSDAY, FINANCE Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced that the
government had approved extending a guarantee of Rs 30,600 crore to the
National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd (NARCL) — colloquially referred
to as the bad bank — to help clear stressed loans worth Rs 2 lakh crore from
the balance sheets of banks. As the buyer of these bad loans, NARCL, through its opera-
tional entity, India Debt Resolution Company, will be tasked with the resolution of these
assets. This may perhaps lead to better outcomes as consolidating loans from multiple
banks into a single entity may lead to a more effective, and timely resolution process.

Under this framework, Rs 90,000 crore of loans, which banks have fully provided for,
will be transferred in the first phase. NARCL will purchase these loans in an 15:85 format
— 15 per cent of the value will be paid in cash, while security receipts will be issued for
the balance amount. The upfront cash payment will aid cash flows of banks. But the
process of price discovery — the price at which NARCL buys these loans from the banks
— might prove to be challenging even though the transaction involves the public sector
as both buyer and seller. Banks though will have the freedom to sell the security receipts.
From the perspective of investors, to the extent that the receipts are guaranteed by the gov-
ernment, their downside is protected. But to what extent a secondary market for such
securities evolves is debatable. On its part, the government is pushing for a time-bound
resolution of the assets by giving a five-year period for the invocation of the guarantee.
But considering that these loans have been written down by banks, it is difficult to gauge
what this will yield. The absence of buyers as reflected in the IBC process, the extent to
which financial creditors have had to take haircuts on their admitted claims, all raise
questions over the market appetite on both sides of the transaction. To be effective, the
resolution process will need to be managed in a timely manner by capable personnel as
delays will only lead to value destruction. Resolution is after all preferable to liquidation.
From the government’s perspective, the security receipts guaranteed by it are a contin-
gent liability. If the proceeds from resolution of these bad loans exceed the guaranteed
amount, then there will be no outflow fromiits side.

The creation of a bad bank could help clean up bank balance sheets — though in the
absence of a successful resolution it may end up being a repository for bad loans. But it
does not in any way address the underlying cause of the bad loan problemin India — the
credit culture that exists at public sector banks. Only by reforming the banking systemin
India, especially the public sector banks, can the financial system be made more efficient.

NEW HORIZONS

AUKUS sets a new course in Indo-Pacific, rattles China, buys
more time for India to enhance maritime security

UKUS, THE SECURITY partnership between Australia, the United Kingdom

and the United States announced on September 16, is alandmark coalition

for many reasons. For one, in the aftermath of the Afghan rout, it is a pow-

erful signal from the US that it is still in the game as the most important
world power, that it is not withdrawing into a domestic shell, and that the traditional
Anglo-Saxon alliance that has fought several wars on the same side for over a hundred
years, is in robust health. AUKUS joins the ANZUS and Five Eyes, two other security alliances
in the Indo-Pacific. Two, with the agreement for the transfer of nuclear-powered sub-
marines (different from nuclear-armed submarines) to Australia, this alliance, quite un-
like the Quad, is a clearly stated security/military alliance in the Indo-Pacific. Three, like
the Quad, AUKUS is aimed at protecting the partners’ strategic interests in a region that
spans two oceans and 38 countries, where China’s ambitions and assertiveness are chal-
lenging the existing status quo. Four, it marks a new low in Australia-China relations, and
the ripples of this will be felt across the region. China is Australia’s biggest trading part-
ner, with a two-way trade of nearly US $200 billion, the largest buyer of its iron ore, nat-
ural gas and coal. And five, the US decision to transfer closely held military nuclear capa-
bility to Australia is not just expanding nuclear co-operation for strategic objectives, it is
also a message to China that Washington could one day do the same for other countries
in the region. Beijing is more rattled by AUKUS than by Quad.

For India, Australia’s willingness to take on the role of the US/West's sword armin the
region — an American military base on Australian soil to maintain and service the sub-
marines is now inevitable — is a welcome development as this is a move to contain China.
As the only country in the Quad with a long, and recently turned hot land border with
China, India now has a little less to worry about on the maritime front with AUKUS in
play. It also buys Delhi more time to beef up the country’s own naval capabilities.

France has rightly felt let down by Australia, at the altar, as it were, of signing a sub-
marine deal. The deal was important for France’s economy and its own considerable in-
terests in the Indo-Pacific. Its foreign minister has described AUKUS as a stab in the back.
But France can take consolation that the objectives of AUKUS are no different from its
own. India, which has a supportive friend in France and a partner in Australia, is certain
to avoid taking sides in this tiff. That is the best course.

PERFECT STROKE

An unburdened Virat Kohli, Kohli the batsman at his absolute
peak, is crucial to Team India’s world conquest

N HIS QUEST for batting liberation, Virat Kohli has renounced a part of his work-

load. Post the T20 World Cup in November, he would no longer lead his country

in the shortest format. The decision, on the apparent, smacks of his dogged desire

to become the batting colossus that he has been for a chunk of his glittering career.
In the past couple of century-less years, his longest drought without a century, Kohli’s
batting prowess had diminished, notimmensely but incrementally. Now that he’s 33,on
the brink of entering the final stretch of his career, he wants to be what he was and what
he always wanted to be. The best batsman across formats, and he perhaps sees leader-
ship duties as a hindrance to it.

But the puzzle, since he mentioned workload as the main contributor to his decision,
remains whether quitting T20I captaincy would indeed reduce his burden. Had he quit
the format altogether, shed white-ball captaincy, stepped down as captain of his IPL fran-
chise Royal Challengers Bangalore, it would have strengthened the argument that he
wants to give all he has to Test cricket in the coming years. As it is now, it's unlikely that
his workload could be reduced considerably. For, after the World Cup, international T20
games would fizzle out of relevance, continue to be as inconsequential as it had been be-
fore, fixtures that are forgotten as soon as the match is over, until the next World Cup.
Besides, it’s the least frequently played format in a tour.

Be that as it may, if the decision would help him retrace the steps to his batting pin-
nacle, it could turn out to be a masterstroke. For, there could be as good leaders as Kohli,
like Sharma, or KL Rahul in this format, or new leaders could be groomed, but there are
few better batsmen than Kohli not just in his country but in the world. To launch the
world conquest, India needed a liberated, unburdened Kohli, Kohli the batsman at his

absolute peak.
N N N
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Rising unemployment is yet to receive the
attention it deserves from government

MAHESH VYAS

INDIA’S UNEMPLOYMENT RATE in August
was 8.3 per cent. This was higher than the 7
per cent recorded in July. But it was better
than the 9.2 per cent of June and 11.8 per cent
of May 2021. The month-to-month varia-
tions notwithstanding, these are all very high
unemployment rates.

In May 2019, when after much resistance,
the government finally released the Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) results, most of
the fracas pertained to the historically high
unemployment rate of 6.1 per cent in 2017-
18 (July to June). It was at a 45-year high. Till
then, India was used to recording an unem-
ployment rate of around 3 per cent. Today,
anunemployment rate of 7-8 per cent seems
to be the norm and such levels do not seem
to matter. The unemployment rate is not an
input into policymaking.

A high and rising unemployment rate is
evidently not a potent political tool in India.
Between inflation and unemployment, the
two economic indicators conjoined theoret-
ically by the Phillips curve, it is inflation that
wields political power. Inflation hurts almost
the entire population. Equally importantly,
high inflation rates can upset financial mar-
kets thatin turn exert pressure on regulators
to keep inflation in control. The unemploy-
ment rate does not have such a constituency.

Unemployment directly impacts only the
unemployed, who don’t count much. A7 per
cent unemployment rate impacts less than 3
per cent of the population. Worse still, soci-
ety perceives being unemployed as an indi-
vidual shortcoming, and not an outcome of
a macroeconomic malaise. The victim suf-
fers the ignominy, not the system. The un-
employed are seen as inadequately edu-
cated, awkward or not smart. Implicitin this
thinking is the fallacious belief that if these
people were to work harder and be sharper,
they could all find jobs.

While unemployment cannot be a polit-
ical tool, employment can be one, and this
potential manifests in the form of demands
for jobs reservations. The dearth of employ-
ment opportunities, of course, lends potency

The count of the employed
was 408.9 million in 2019-20.
In August 2021, employment
was much lower at 397.8
million. India still provides
9.2 million jobs less than it
provided before the
pandemic. And, employment
continues to fall. It fell by
nearly 2 million from 399.7
million in July 2021. A
reverse migration is
underway. People are moving
away from factories as
manufacturing jobs shrink,
to farms that provide shelter
largely in the form of
disguised unemployment.

to reservations as a political tool. Lack of ad-
equate jobs is an economic problem that
merits more analytical and policy attention
than the political attention it gets in India.

The unemployment rate is not the most
important labour market indicator fora coun-
try like India. The unemployment rate is a
measure of the economy’s inability to pro-
vide jobs only for those who seek work. But,
inIndia, very often people do not look for jobs
in the belief that none are available.
Technically, this shows up as a low labour
force participationrate (LFPR). India’s LFPR is
ataround 40 per cent when the global rate is
close to 60 per cent. It is important that this
belief in the futility of a job hunt is overcome
by an explosive creation of new good quality
formal jobs. Good quality formal jobs are so
few that nothing short of explosive growth in
their numbers will help overcome the cur-
rent otiosity.

Ina country of over a billion adults, there
are less than 80 million salaried jobs. Where
would the remaining 920 million go to find
employment? More than half opt to not seek
any work. The remaining are self-employed
as farmers, daily-wage labourers and entre-
preneurs of all kinds. For the farmer or the
daily-wage labourer or the small entrepre-
neur, the status of being unemployed or opt-
ing not to seek work is dynamic and even
fuzzy. When jobs start to become scarce,
does the daily-wage labourer become un-
employed or does she drop out of the labour
force? Thisis a state of the mind thatis ajum-
ble of hope, effort and ennui. Seen from the
lens of this often-blurred status, interpret-
ing the unemployment rate is challenging.
Employment can be real if we don’t reduce
its meaning into a laughably relaxed defini-
tion as the official system does. You are de-
clared employed if you are engaged in some
economic activity for just one hour in any of
the past seven days.

Auseful labour market metric for a coun-
try like India is the employment rate. This
measures the proportion of the population
over 14 years of age that is employed. We use

CMIE’s definition of employment that re-
quires a person to be employed for a better
part of a day to qualify.

India’s record in providing employment
to its people has been abysmally poor. In
2016-17, only 42.8 per cent of the working
age population was employed. This fell to
41.7 per cent in 2017-18 and further to 40.2
per centin2018-19,and then to 39.5 per cent
in2019-20.In the year of the pandemic, it fell
to 36.5 per cent. It did not recover from this
low level in the first five months of 2021-22.

The count of the employed was 408.9 mil-
lionin2019-20.In August 2021, employment
was much lower at 397.8 million. India still
provides 9.2 million jobs less than it provided
before the pandemic. And, employment con-
tinues to fall. It fell by nearly 2 million from
399.7 million in July 2021. A reverse migra-
tion is underway. People are moving away
from factories as manufacturing jobs shrink,
to farms that provide shelter largely in the
form of disguised unemployment. In August,
even the farms could not absorb the excess
labour spilling out from factories and offices.
Labour moved to providing odd services to
the household sector and into retail trade pre-
sumably as delivery boys.

With due respect to all forms of labour, it
cannot be the desire of a nation to move peo-
ple away from high productivity, better qual-
ity jobs in manufacturing to low productiv-
ity employment in agriculture or as
gardeners or security guards in the house-
hold sector. Employment opportunities need
toexpand in areas where labour is deployed
to deliver higher productivity for enterprise
and higher returns to labour. This is not the
direction we see.

Alarge part of the solution to this lack of
adequate jobs is in increasing investments.
For this, the investment climate needs to be
business-friendly and government interven-
tions must shift away from supply-side sup-
port to spurring demand.

The writer is Managing Director & CEO,
Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy
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Implicit biases keep women in STEM from fulfilling their potential

ANU RAGHUNATHAN

PICTURE ASCIENTIST, a documentary depict-
ing the groundswell of women scientists
working to further gender equity in STEM, is
going viral. Its goal is to potentially act as a
catalyst for reflection and discussion and fos-
ter diversity, equity, and inclusion in science.
If there is inequity in science, a field that pre-
cludes bias and discrimination by design, we
can only imagine the state of inequality in
spaces where gender matters.

Gender equality is a moral, business and
an intellectual imperative. It is undebatable
and independent of profession or affiliation
or gender. Gender equality benefits both men
and women. Barriers for women must be
knocked down at every level.

Feminism is the notion that each individ-
ual should be free to develop their own tal-
ents and not be held back by man-made bar-
riers. Amongst the other hurdles in the way
of women’s empowerment are implicit bias
and gender stereotypes. Stereotypes related
to gender brilliance or gender-based intrin-
sic aptitude or domestic responsibilities are
instances of implicit bias, revealing auto-
matic associations that people cannot or, at
least, do not report holding when asked di-
rectly. Implicit biases generate inequity
which remains unnoticed.

Due to deep-rooted biases, it is difficult
for women to access many experiences and
networks that are easily accessible to men.
Personal barriers include notions of com-
promise and sacrifice that are ingrained in
women — another reflection of culture and
society. This feeds into how women pres-

There is gender segregation
in high-level jobs with more
men in strategic functions
and women in support
functions. These ‘glass walls’
occur through a combination
of unconscious biases in
career and recruitment
processes, benevolent sexism
where well-intended men can
inadvertently ‘kill careers
with kindness’, and
socialised masculine
behaviours which dissuade
women from certain
occupational choices. It is
essential to create

awareness of inherent
injustice and biases.

ent themselves and the opportunities they
take advantage of and also shape the re-
sponsibilities they are entrusted with.
External barriers relate to the subtle, and
often unspoken, societal and cultural cues
which reinforce how men and women
“ought” to behave. Our socio-cultural con-
structs reflect absolute patriarchal en-
trenchment, causing even women to be
sceptical about their abilities, to accept the
roles set for them in the household and to
trade empowerment for male protection.

There is gender segregation in high-level
jobs with more men in strategic functions
and women in support functions. These
“glass walls” occur through a combination
of unconscious biases in career and recruit-
ment processes, benevolent sexism where
well-intended men can inadvertently “kill
careers with kindness”, and socialised mas-
culine behaviours which dissuade women
from certain occupational choices. It is es-
sential to create awareness of inherent in-
justice and biases. There has been a very
gradual change in the representation and the
status of women globally. Incremental
changes, although realistic and necessary,
are intangible and go partially unnoticed. The
rate of change definitely needs to increase
by several orders of magnitude.

The problem in India in STEM is quite
different from the problem in the West in
that many girls in India study STEM sub-
jects but the number of women who stay
on and pursue higher degrees and then go
on to higher positions are fewer. In such

cases of gender disparity, what matter are
the decisions of marriage and childbearing,
and the fact thata woman’s well-being and
dignity are not necessarily in her hands.
Gender sensitisation involves being cog-
nisant of biological differences, recognising
the needs of either sex and creating safe
spaces without gender bias.

The issue of women’s empowerment in
India contains a strange paradox. There are
women in powerful positions in many fields
but, at the same time, several women have
minimal rights. In the capital, New Delhi,and
in the political realm, there have been many
powerful women. However, the high rate of
crimes against women, including murder,
rape, and female infanticide, in the nation’s
capital shows that political power and intel-
lectual presence are not transferred.
Untangling this paradox and fostering equal-
ity requires overcoming social, economic and
cultural barriers, and implicit biases at the
grassroots.

There is thus a need for amajor upheaval
in mindsets about gender in India, a social
and cultural change in what is perceived as
right and wrong for women. Policies that
help women advance in science and society
globally are needed. The world cannot afford
to miss out on what women have to offer.

The writer is senior principal scientist in
the biological engineering unit of the
chemical engineering and process
development division, CSIR-National
Chemical Laboratory, Pune
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PM Hits BAck

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi has said
that while she agrees with the objectives of
the trust floated by AR Antulay, she had told
him to not use her name withit. She said that
her government stood for the highest stan-
dardsin public life. Replying to a 10-hour de-
bate on the no-trust motion by the
Opposition against her government, the
Prime Minister who was in a aggressive
mood, said that the frustrated leaders of the
Opposition were trying to create despair
amongst people. The House rejected the mo-
tion by 194 to 83 votes after a stormy and, at
times, tumultuous discussion.

RAO’S ASSURANCE

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER P V
Narasimha Rao assured the MP’s consulta-
tive committee for his ministry that the gov-
ernment was fully aware of the develop-
ments in India’s neighbourhood. Several MPs
had expressed concerns after Pakistan had
reportedly expressed its willingness to pro-
vide military bases to the US.Rao said India’s
foreign policy was geared to meet the devel-
opments in the neighbourhood.

SOS FROM FARMERS
THE ENERGY MINISTER has asked states

New Delhi

where the monsoon has been below normal
toincrease power availability to the farm sec-
tor so that the standing crop could be saved.
Ghani Khan Chowdhury said he had received
SOS from farmers in Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Western UP.

BrAsTS IN LEBANON

A POWERFUL BOMB blast at the Palestine
Liberation Organisation’s headquarters in
Sidon in Lebanon killed at least 20 people
and left another 75 injured. Another blast
wrecked a cement factory in the Lebanese
port city of Chekka at almost the same time
killing 10 employees and wounding 10.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“While many herald AUKUS as a momentous step, this is not a treaty but a
statement of intent, with even the details of the submarine agreement

18 months away.”

—THE GUARDIAN

Assets and liabilities

GOI's asset monetisation plan might trip on low revenue potential
and efficiency hurdles. It must address these issues

/

AMARTYA LAHIRI

THE GOVERNMENT OF India recently an-
nounced an asset monetisation plan,
wherein existing public assets worth Rs 6
trillion would be monetised by leasing them
out to private operators for fixed terms. The
identified assets are primarily concentrated
in roads, railways, power, oil and gas, and
telecoms. The lease proceeds are expected
to be used for new infrastructure invest-
ment which, in turn, will contribute to the
government’s ambitious Rs 111 trillion in-
frastructure investment plan.

The plan has generated a lot of print,
so it is worth discussing its pros and cons.
Though there are many important issues
raised by the plan, due to space con-
straints, [ will confine the discussion to
two issues: (a) How much should the gov-
ernment expect to raise from the plan? (b)
Is the plan likely to increase the efficiency
of the economy?

In deciding the amount to bid for leas-
ing rights, bidders compute the present dis-
counted value of the annual cash flow from
the asset for the duration of the lease. The
biggest uncertainty in this calculation sur-
rounds the cash flow on these public assets.
Rates of return estimates on public capital
in the US have been estimated to be up-
wards of 15 per cent. However, this is India
with its myriad uncertainties regarding pric-
ing, bill collection, asset quality, regulatory
framework as well as policy reversals.
Consequently, the risk-adjusted returns on
public assets in India are likely to be lower
than the US estimates.

To get a sense of the potential revenues
atstake, note that witha 10 per cent annual
real return for 30 years and a 5 per cent real
discount rate, the discounted cash flow on
Rs 6 trillion public assets is Rs 9.6 trillion. A
desired cumulated 100 per cent profit over
the 30 years would imply that investors
would bid around Rs 4.8 trillion for the leas-
ing rights. Small variations in the assump-
tions underlying the calculation can push
the estimated revenue down to Rs 1.5 tril-
lion or up to Rs 7 trillion.

This range of revenue estimates suggests
that there is significant uncertainty regard-
ing the revenue potential of the plan. But,
crucially, even in the most optimistic sce-
nario, revenue generated by the plan is un-
likely to exceed 5 per cent of the govern-
ment’s overall infrastructure investment
target of Rs 111 trillion. Hence, its revenue
potential is limited.

The second question is whether the plan
will enhance the efficiency of the economy.
The NITI Aayog believes that the private sec-
tor is better at managing and operating the
identified public assets than the public sec-
tor. There is certainly scope for efficiency
gains. However, there are significant effi-
ciency impediments too.

One set of efficiency issues surrounds
usage fees. Can the lessee freely choose the
price of the services from the asset? If so,
could we end up seeing significant increases
in prices?

Asecond factor related to efficiency is the

effect of the plan on competition. Could the
planinduce the cartelisation of key segments
of the infrastructure landscape? The identi-
fied assets belong to core sectors of the econ-
omy spanning transport, energy and com-
munication. Sectors like telecoms and ports
have already seen rising concentration of
ownership in recent years. An acceleration
and extension of this trend to other seg-
ments of the infrastructure landscape would
be seriously worrying. While some of this
could well be rationalised through the stip-
ulation of rules for the allocation of leasing
rights, the plan is silent on this.

A third set of efficiency-related issues
surrounds the financing of the lease bids. If
bidders finance their bids using domestic
savings, there is a clear opportunity cost of
the plan since these savings would other-
wise have been invested in alternative proj-
ects. Moreover, the bidding for scarce do-
mestic savings by prospective investors will
alsoraise domestic interest rates which will
put downward pressure on domestic pri-
vate investment. It would also be worth re-
minding ourselves that the last round of
PPP-based infrastructure funding routed
through banks ended up with a heap of
NPAs in public sector bank balance sheets.

The way around this is to welcome
foreign investors to bid for the assets. But
this will require serious political will
since entrenching foreign influence on
Indian public assets will generate contro-
versy. On this aspect too, the announced
plan is low on details.

More generally, the monetisation plan
envisages the private sector paying an up-
front fee to the government which the gov-
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Perhaps the biggest
drawback of the plan is that
it fails to articulate the
reasons for public sector
inefficiency in asset
management. Ifit is
personnel-related, then
privatising management may
be the right answer. If the
inefficiency is related to
constraints on pricing and
bill collection, then the roots
of the problem are unlikely
to be addressed by leasing
out their management to
private operators. The NITI
Aayog would do the policy
landscape a big service by
following up the proposal
with a white paper that
addresses some of these
efficiency-related issues.
‘Without that, the
monetisation plan, while
intriguing, is incomplete.

CRSasikumar

ernment uses for new infrastructure invest-
ment. [nasmuch as private bidders finance
themselves by borrowing, this amounts to
the private sector borrowing and handing
over the funds to the government to invest
in infrastructure. This could enhance effi-
ciency in infrastructure investment only if
the government faces higher interest rates in
capital markets than the private sector. But
this is not true.

Perhaps the biggest drawback of the
plan is that it fails to articulate the reasons
for public sector inefficiency in asset man-
agement. If it is personnel-related, then pri-
vatising management may be the right an-
swer. If the inefficiency is related to
constraints on pricing and bill collection,
then the roots of the problem are unlikely
to be addressed by leasing out their man-
agement to private operators.

The plan document also fails to outline
whether the identified brownfield assets are
the public sector’s highest cash flow assets
or the relatively under-performing ones. If
the private sector is indeed more efficient
in running infrastructure assets, the most
efficient strategy would be to lease out the
worst-performing assets rather than the
best performing ones.

The NITI Aayog would do the policy
landscape a big service by following up the
proposal with a white paper that addresses
some of these efficiency-related issues.
Without that, the monetisation plan, while
intriguing, is incomplete.

The writer is Royal Bank research
professor of economics,
University of British Columbia

An inconvenient truth

Telangana must acknowledge sacrifices made during Hyderabad'’s liberation

G KisHAN .REDDY

LAST MONTH, a day before India celebrated
its 75th Independence Day, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced that August 14
would henceforth be observed as Partition
Horrors Remembrance Day. While making
the announcement, the Prime Minister
stated that the pains of Partition could never
be forgotten and the day should remind us
of the need to remove the poison of social
divisions and disharmony and strengthen
the spirit of oneness, social harmony and
human empowerment.

The Prime Minister’s decision to com-
memorate the horrors of Partition hasa larger
message — that the inconvenient truths of
history cannot be brushed under the carpet
because of the perceived discomfort of a par-
ticular community. In fact, if the wounds of
the past need to heal, one needs to engage in
an open and honest conversation. In such
cases, sunlight is the best disinfectant for
complete reconciliation.

Given this background, one needs to look
again at an event of history that occurred on
September 17, 1948, but which hardly finds
mention in our books. While India got herin-
dependence from British rule on August 15,
1947, and large swathes of the country joy-
ously celebrated as the national flag was un-
furled, not everyone was so fortunate. The
erstwhile state of Hyderabad, which was un-
der the autocratic rule of Nizam Mir Osman
Ali Khan, had to wait an additional 13 months

before it could achieve freedom. The libera-
tion of Hyderabad required the political nous
of India’s first home minister Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel and the tactical brilliance
of J N Chaudhuri. It was the resultant “police
action” through Operation Polo that secured
the liberation of Hyderabad state.

Why is it, then, that when parts of
Maharashtra and Karnataka celebrate this
day as Marathwada Mukti Sangram Diwas
and Hyderabad-Karnataka Liberation Day, re-
spectively, all we get is an eerie silence from
the Telangana government? In the case of
Maharashtra, only the Marathwada region
was under the Nizam and in Karnataka the
north-eastern districts of Bidar, Kalaburagi
and Raichur were part of the erstwhile
Hyderabad state. On the other hand, all of
present-day Telangana came under the
Nizam. While leaders such as Swami
Ramanand Tirtha, P H Patwardhan,
Govindbhai Shroff, and Vijayendra Kabra are
celebrated by other states, Telangana refuses
to acknowledge the heroics and sacrifices of
leaders such as Komaram Bheem, Shoebullah
Khan, “Vande Mataram” Ramachandra Rao,
Narayan Rao Pawar and Chakali [lamma.

This downright refusal to acknowledge
the pastis steeped in the inexplicable logic of
communal appeasement. The state govern-
ment is protecting its ally, the Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen (MIM), and its inglori-
ous past. The MIM’s leader at the time of

India’s independence, Qasim Rizvi, believed
in establishing Hyderabad Deccan as an in-
dependent nation and supported the Nizam
by providing about 1,50,000 MIM volunteers
to augment the Nizam'’s regular army of
24,000. These became the Razakars who
would later unleash carnage in the princely
state. The Razakars were instrumental in ex-
ecuting the Nizam's orders to establish an ex-
ploitative regime and to suppress the people
of Telangana. They plundered and raided vil-
lages and killed those who protested against
the tyrannical rule of the Nizam.

The MIM fears that the commemoration
of Telangana Liberation Day would bring to
everybody’s notice their ideological roots
and their ghastly actions. In an attempt to
hide this treacherous past, the MIM is equat-
ing the September 17 celebrations with in-
sulting the Nizam and, by extension, anger-
ing the Muslim community. This
appeasement streak is so strong that the
state government forgets the contributions
of journalists, such as Shoebullah Khan. After
working in an editorial capacity at the Urdu
weekly Taj and the daily Rayyat, Khan
founded a daily, Imroze, that wholeheartedly
supported the merger of Hyderabad with
the Indian Union. On August 22, 1948, he
was killed by Razakars on his way home
from Chappal Bazaar. Ordinary Indians were
at the forefront of the agitation and were
killed for advocating a merger with India. By

not celebrating this historic day, we would
be turning a blind eye to the sacrifices made
by the brave men and women who fought
so that they could see their land be inte-
grated with the Indian Union.

Burying our history, especially inconven-
ient truths such as the struggle for the lib-
eration of Hyderabad, is nothing but a per-
verted form of appeasement that will
neither serve a purpose nor benefit anyone.
In the 75th year of India’s independence, a
large number of ordinary citizens are par-
ticipating in various programmes being or-
ganised under the 75-week long Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahostav. The Mahotsav is also iden-
tifying unsung heroes of movements such
as the liberation of Hyderabad to give them
the recognition they truly deserve. Like the
governments of Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra, the Telangana government must
also acknowledge the sacrifices made and
observe September 17 as Telangana
Liberation Day by setting up a memorial ho-
nouring the brave who fought for the re-
gion’s liberation. This will ensure that the
present and future generations know the
contributions and sacrifices that our forefa-
thers made for our today.

The writer is the Union Minister for
Culture, Tourism and Development of
Northeastern Region and represents the
Secunderabad parliamentary constituency

The partisan state

A pattern of the government using law to target
critics and minorities grows clearer by the day.
Judiciary must intervene

DUSHYANT DAVE

THE SEARCHES conducted by income tax
authorities on the premises linked to actor
Sonu Sood and by the Enforcement
Directorate on the premises linked to Harsh
Mander compel me to write this piece.

[ am clearly of the view that law must
be enforced, but it must be enforced uni-
formly.Ido not support violations of law by
any citizen, whatever his social status.
Citizens must obey the laws and when they
breach them, the state has the right to initi-
ate action against them. So far so good. But
apatternemerging over the last seven years
shows that only a section of citizens is being
acted against by the state. They belong to
the Opposition and the minority commu-
nity, or are activists, dissenters and the likes.
It is not being suggested that they should
be spared if they have violated the laws.

But the pattern reveals that the state is
merely interested in targeting them with-
out credible evidence and giving wide pub-
licity to its actions, unconcerned with ulti-
mate results. Over the years, alarge number
of such persons have been found to be inno-
cent by the competent courts. But at what
cost? These innocent citizens have spent
long periods in prison, have suffered men-
tally, socially, economically and their digni-
ties have been taken away. The sole purpose
in targeting a select group of citizens ap-
pears to be to name and shame them.

A section of the media which is eager
todamn these citizens as anti-national, cor-
rupt and terrorists rarely covers the even-
tual honourable discharge of these citizens.
The state ends up achieving its objective of
creating fear and punishing innocents to
prevent them from challenging the state.
The media coverage of the Nizamuddin
Markaz events is a classic example of the
entire minority community being vilified
by a section of the media. Thousands of in-
nocent citizens ended up spending months
injails and the cases against them drag on,
while thousands responsible for spreading
Covid during elections, or the Kumbh Mela
and other events have not even been pro-
ceeded against. Thousands of innocents
have been arrested in connection with the
anti-CAA-NRC protests, while those who
openly encouraged violence, resulting in
the deaths of innocents, have not been
acted against.

The recent decisions by courageous
judges of subordinate courts and the high
courts have exposed these illegalities in
state actions. This does not augur well fora
democracy like India.

“Rule of law” is the basic rule of gov-
ernance of any civilised state. The
Constitution of India is founded on the
rule of law. “Be you may howsoever high,
the law is always above you” is a principle
that the Supreme Court has affirmatively
laid down.

Every state has a constitutional obliga-
tion to protect the life and liberty of its citi-
zens. There cannot be any deviation from
this because of extraneous factors like caste,
creed, religion, political belief and ideology.
The constitutional principle of equality is
concerned not merely with the law but its
enforcement and application. A rule of law
can only be said to have been achieved
when laws are applied equally, free of any
bias and without irrational considerations.

When “asection of the society” is being
acted against by the state in this manner, it
leaves the citizens completely vulnerable.
Justice eludes them. Even a day’s wrongful
confinement or even an embarrassing
search or raid against them violates consti-
tutional guarantees and takes away their
life and liberty in one manner or the other.

For ensuring supremacy of the rule of
law, the Constitution has assigned a spe-
cial task to the judiciary. It is only through
courts that rule of law unfolds its content
and establishes its concept.

Yet, the state is unstoppable. Because
the courts, which are enjoined by the
Constitution to ensure compliance of the
rule of law, are not acting as authoritatively
as the Constitution mandates. Or are act-
ing too slow or too late. As a result, a “fear
psychosis” is allowed to prevail in the coun-
try to prevent citizens from raising their
voices and standing up against illegal, ar-
bitrary and unjust laws or actions or inac-
tions by the government. The few who do
muster courage to stand up and speak;, the
state preys on them. The judiciary mustin-
tervene with strong and far-reaching judg-
ments to stop this trend.

To fight terrorism which has no religion,
it is not necessary to malign a community.
The investigating agencies and the police are
quick to identify the religion of the persons
acted against and routinely leak information
toselect media to enable them to amplify the
same. Resultantly,animpression is being cre-
ated that the law-breakers in this country be-
long only to a certain section of the society.

Ambedkar had warned, “To diehards
who have developed a kind of fanaticism
against minority protection I would like to
say two things. One is that minorities are an
explosive force which, if it erupts, can blow
up the whole fabric of the State... The other
is that the minorities in India have agreed to
place their existence in the hands of the ma-
jority... They have loyally accepted the rule
of the majority, whichis basically acommu-
nal majority and not a political majority.”

Equally, Sardar Patel had noted: “Itis for
us who happen to be in a majority to think
about what the minorities feel, and how
we in their position would feel if we are
treated in the manner they are treated.”

The Supreme Court must remind the
state to act constitutionally, lawfully and
justly in every case across the country, es-
pecially in sensitive matters involving those
who oppose the party in office with peace-
ful means.

Let us hope that the state realises its du-
ties and obligations to the Constitution and
let us hope and pray that the Supreme Court
reminds them sternly in times to come.

The author is a senior advocate
at Supreme Court

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

EASE OF BUSINESS

THISREFERS TO the editorial, Taking the
call'(IE, September 17). The government’s
belated endeavour to bring the troubled
telecom sector out of the ICU isa welcome
step. The question is: Can it indeed be a
magic wand? Vodafone-Idea and Airtel
have almost reached a point of noreturn.
In the majority of sectors, small players
are being gobbled up, resulting in a mo-
nopoly/duopoly. The government ought
to introspect why it is not able to inspire
confidence amongst extant and potential
players. Business friendly measures ought
to go hand in hand with being even-
handed. This shall beget the creativity and
novelty needed for enterprise.

Deepak Singhal, Noida

No 1o NEET

THISREFERS TO the editorial, The wrong
answer’ (IE, September 17). The Bill in-
troduced by Tamil Nadu opposing NEET
is in conformity with the democratic
principles of the legislature fulfilling the
people’s mandate. The determination of
standards in the institutions of higher ed-
ucation is one thing, but blocking the en-
try of poor people by prescribing an
exam which has not been hitherto held
is another. Through the NEET exam, the
state governments have been denuded
of their power.

S SPaul, Nadia

CASTE AND RAPE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Hathras, a
year on’ (IE, September 16). The gang-
rapes perpetrated in Bhagana (Haryana),
Badaun and Hathras (Uttar Pradesh),
Khairlanji(Maharashtra)and many more,
are a testimony to how caste adds to per-
secution of women. At least 10 Dalit

women are raped every day, and their
vulnerability to rape has increased by 44
per cent in the last 10 years (NCRB 2020
data). Rape is used as an instrument to
“discipline” communities who dare
transgress the socially-ordained caste
stipulations. The situation is exacerbated
by a prejudiced criminal justice machin-
ery. The government has made the pun-
ishment for rape more stringent, how-
ever itis not the severity, but the certainty
with which it is executed, which deter-
mines the efficacy of any law.

Vinay Saroha, Delhi

RURAL DISTRESS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Democracy
of producers’ (IE, September 16). As per
the World Bank’s data, India’s Gini Index
was 35.7 in 2011. There isn’t much
change even now. This indicates that in-
come inequality in Indiais anissue to be
addressed forthwith. The index can be
improved only by alleviating the income
distress of the rural population.
Economic packages won't do much here.
Skill-based training programmes, entre-
preneurship development, building in-
cubation centres should be undertaken
by the government to uplift the poor.
Melvin Thomas, Bhopal

SEXIST ATTITUDE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘League of
men’ (IE, September 16). The [UML lead-
ers’ recent response to the harassment
complaint made by the leaders of the
women'’s wing of its student outfit is
highly deplorable. This kind of discrimi-
natory approach is responsible for the
women'’s reservation Bill remaining stuck
despite best efforts.

Ravi Mathur, Noida

New Delhi
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TELANGANA FOODS

@ IDA, NACHARAM : HYDERABAD-500076. Ph: 27152207, 08 & 09

Tender Notification No. TF/GG/Tender/365/Raw Materials/ 2021-22 ,Dt. 17-09-2021
Telangana Foods invites Tenders for procurement of S-30 Grade Sugar.
Bengal gram Dall and Skimmed milk Powder. For details please visit website
https://tender.eprocurement.gov.in and website:
https://tfoods.telangana.gov.in from 1 8-09-2021 at 11.00AM onwards. Bids
submission closing date is 01-10-2021 at 12.00 PM.

R.0. No.: 2156-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2021-22 Sd/- Managing Director

2 killed in Jharkhand lightning strike

Medininagar: Two farmers were Killed and seven others injured in
lightning strike in Jharkhand's Palamu district on Friday, police said.
Those injured are receiving treatment, they said. PTI

PUNJAB STATE TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LIMITED

Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001
Corporate Identity Number: U40109PB2010SGC033814
CE/P&M, PSTCL, Ludhiana. Tel. No. 0161-2457704,

E-mail: ce-pm@pstcl.org

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Tender Enquiry No. 131/2021-22

For Procurement of 5400 KG Silica Gel blue for Oil Conservator Tank of Power
Transformers 1. Last date & time for downloading of tender-14/10/2021 upto 03.00 PM.
2. Last date & time for submission of tender- 14/10/2021 at 03.00 PM. 3. Date & Time
for opening of tender 19.10.2021 at 03.00 PM.

Detailed NIT/specification may be downloaded from Punjab Govt. e-ten-
dering website https://eproc.punjab.gov.in/nicgep/app. Corrigendum, if
any will not be published in newspaper, As such the website may be vis-
ited regularity for updates.

pslel

8007/Pb Sr. Xen/Procuement Ludhiana

Punjab Skate Bower Corporation Limlbed

T/ PSPCL

Regd. Office.: PSPCL Head Office, The Mall, Patiala
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in
(Contact Number. 96461-47777)
SHORT TERM OPEN TENDER ENQUIRY No TSQ-1123/TD-lll Dated, 16.09.2021

SE/TL (Design) B-1 Shakti Vihar Patiala invites E-tenders for Design, manu-
facturing Supply, Testing, Laying & Commissioning of 66 KV single core XLPE
(Copper)U/G Cable along with accessories on Turnkey Basis for the works of
packages A as per PSPCL Specification No. TSQ-1123/TD-I11/2021-22.

For detailed NIT & Tender Specifications, please refer to https:/eproc.pun-
jab.gov.in from 17.09.2021 from 02.00 hrs onwards.

Note:- Corrigendum and addendum, if any, will be published online at
https.//eproc.punjab.gov.in

C-337/21 7971/Pb

General Public is hereby informed that
one person Namely: Unknown, S/o:
Unknown, Address: Unknown was
found dead at Footpath of MCD Office,
Katra Neel, Chandni Chowk, Delhi on
71 08.09.2021 in the area of P.S. Kotwali,
2 Delhi. The body has been preserved in
Sabzi Mandi Hospital’s Mortuary, Delhifor 72 hours. In this
regard a case has been lodged vide DD No. 62A, dated
08.09.2021 at P.S. Kotwali, Delhi. The description of the
dead person is as under:- Age:35 years, Sex: Male,
Height: 5'5", Complexion: Wheatish, Face: Round,
Built: Thin, Wearing: Sky blue colour shirt and grey
colourjeans. If any one having any information about this
dead person please inform undersigned.

UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODY

SHO
PS. Kotwali, Delhi
DP/1511/N/2021 Ph.: 011-23977100, 8750870121

< WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

E TENDER NOTICE CORRIGENDUM NOTICE-1
No. BPL/N/C/Tender/21-22/ Infringement Removal/
MAKR-Golapatty/04 Date: 14/09/2021

Due to administrative reason. following amendments are made in e-Tender
Notice No.BPL/N/C/Tender/21-22/ Infringement Removal/MAKR-Golapatty/04
Date: 31/08/2021 to be opened on 23-09-2021. Particulars - Description of
Schedule item No.55, Existing description of item unloaded in the tender
schedule - Excavation of trench as per cable route plan. | mtr deep. 300 mm
wide at the bottom along main line in hard soil/murum. This work includes
covering of cable/duct laid in trenches by loose soil for a layer of 50 mm
thickness approximately before covering by Shahabad stone/bricks. clearing of
route, bushes etc and refilling of the trench by excavated soil and ramming after
laying of the required quantity of cables/duct as per instructions of Engineer at
site. If it is not possible to reach the required depth at any location, then the
contractor shall obtain prior approval of Engineer-in-charge before
commencement of cable laying process and only then shall the proportionate
payment be made to the contractor. Revised description of item shall he
read as - Excavation of trench as per cable route plan. 1.2 mtr deep. 300 mm
wide at the bottom along main line in normal soil. This work includes covering of
cable/duct laid in trenches by loose soil for a layer of 50 mm thickness
approximately before covering by shahabad stone/bricks in station limits.
clearing of route. bushes etc and refilling of the trench by excavated soil and
ramming after laying of the required quantity of cables/duct as per instructions
of Engineer at site. If it is not possible to reach the required depth at any
location. then the contractor shall obtain prior approval of Engineer-in-charge
before commencement of cable laying process and only then shall the
proportionate payment be made to the contractor. All other terms &
Conditions remain unchanged. - The corrigendum-1 to E- Tender notice can
be viewed at Railway web site https://www.ireps.gov.in.

Dy. Chief Signal & Telecom Engineer(Construction)WCR, BHOPAL

I A, Sfie & WHY B G T |

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT PWD (R&B)
DIVISION RAMBAN

NOTICE INVITING BID FOR CONSULTANCY SERVICES

Executive Engineer, PWD (R&B) DIVISION RAMBAN invites on
behalf of Lieutenant Governor of J&K (UT) online offers in Two bid sys-
tem (i.e. Technical bid & Financial bid) from the eligible and reputed
Architectural/EngineeringConsultancyfirmsforthefollowingwork:-
NIT/RFP No. Fresh E-NIT No.38 of 2021-22
dated 14-09-2021

Providing Comprehensive Consultancy
Services for Establishment of 50 bedded
Trauma Center level-l at Batote
(Ramban) -J&K

Rs 1.00 Cores approx.

Name of work

Total Cost for Comprehensive
consultancy services

Bid Documents

Bid documents can be seen/downloaded
from the website www.jktenders.gov.in.

Rs. 5000.00

Bid Security Declaration to be made
by the bidder in the shape of nota-
rized sworn statement on the pre-
scribed format.

Rs. 50.00 Crores approx.

(4 Months for planning, preparation

of architectural & structure drawings, bid
process management including invitation
of bids and finalization of contract; 30
months for construction and 12 Months
for defect liability period)

14-09-2021

From 15-09-2021 10.00 A.M

to 27-09-2021 4.00 PM

From 15-09-2021 10.00 A.M

to 27-09-2021 4.00 PM

27-09-2021 4.00 PM
20-09-2021 11.00 AM

Cost of Tender Document
EMD

Total Estimated Cost of the Project

Time allowed for completion of
consultancy work

Date of publishing of Tender Notice

Period of downloading of bid
documents

Bid submission Start Date/Time

Bid Submission End Date/Time

Date/Time/Venue of pre Bid
Conference

Date of opening of Technical Bid

28-09-2021 12.00 Noon in the office of
the Chief Engineer PW(R&B) Dept.
Jammu

120

To be notified after technical bid
evaluation is completed

Validity of Bid

Date and time of opening of
financial Bids of technically
qualified bidders

Bidders may obtain further information in respect of this RFP docu-
ment from the office of the Executive Engineer, PWD (R&B) Division
RAMBAN and during the pre bid conference to be held as mentioned
above.

All Bidders are hereby cautioned that Bids containing any material
deviation or reservation as described in “Instructions to Bidders” shall be
considered as non-responsive and shall be summarily rejected.

Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all Bids with-
out assigning any reasons. No Bidder shall have any cause of action or
claim against Department for rejection of their Bid.

- 10556- sd-
D e 1 Executive Engineer PWD (R&B) Division
DIPJ-6705 Ramban.

=125, HARYANA SHEHRI VIKAS PRADHIKARAN
b PUBLIC NOTICE

The E-Auction of Commercial properties of
Sector-21 (Kathmandi). Rohtak which was earlier
scheduled to be held on 17.09.2021 has been
postponed to 25.09.2021.

The last date of submission of EMD will be
23.09.2021 upto 23:59.

[t

Chief Administrator,
HSVP, Panchkula

4784/HRY

NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE
Invitation of tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems)

NIT No. 221-/4/2AMC/HRD-Holmatro/SPARMV/DLI(2021)/ML-IV
Name of work and its "Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract
location

of Hydraulic Rescue Devices one Set (as per
scope of work) (HRD : Make : Holmatro :
Netherlands) of Accident Relief Train at Delhi for
the period of Five years from the date of
execution of work"

Rs. 22,40,000/- (Twenty Two Lakhs Forty
Thousand Six Hundred only) plus GST as applicable
OEM or authorized dealer / agent of M/s.
Holmatro/Netherlands

Five year i.e. 60 months from the date of
execution of work

Cost of tender document on cash/by post | --Nil--

Date and Time for submission | Upto 11:00 hrs on 11.10.2021 Opening of Tender
of tender and opening of tender|at11:00 hrs

Website particulars notice
board location complete
details of tender can be seen

Approx Cost of work

Eligibility Criteria

Completion period of work

Above tender available on IREPS site i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in

No. 221-8/4/2/AMC/HRD-Holmatro/SPARMV/DLI(2021)/ML-IV Dated : 16.09.2021 2086/2021
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

UJVN Limited

H.O.: “UJJWAL’, Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephone: 0135- 2763808 & Fax- 0135- 2763508
CIN No U40101UR2001SGC025866
Website: www.ujvnl.com

AP 681 Tender Notice fo1ie: 16.09.2021

Office of the Executive Engineer, (M&G) Pathri Power House,

Bahadrabad, Hardwar invites sealed tenders from interested parties. Brief

summary of tenders are given below:-

Tender No.: 15/EE(Pathri)/2021-22 - Repairing of Rail Track Line of Trash

Rack Cleaning Machine & Debris Trolley Line.

Tender No.: 16/EE(Pathri)/2021-22 - Repairing & Painting of Draft Tube Gantry

Crane, Cooling Water Overhead Tank & water pipelines of Pump House.

Tender No.: 17/EE(Pathri)/2021-22 —Safety Audit of various equipment & T&P.

Tender No.: 18/EE(Pathri)/2021-22 — Cleaning of cable trenches & electrical

panels and other miscellaneous works.

Estimated Cost: Rs. 7,74,302/- (GST extra), Rs. 1,17,710/- (GST extra),

Rs. 1,04,000/- (GST extra) & Rs. 1,90,000/- (GST extra) respectively.

Date of availability of bid document on website: 17.09.2021

Last date for submission of tender: 08.10.2021, up to 16:00 Hrs.

For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documents

can be downloaded from the Nigam’s webiste “www.ujvnl.com”
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (M&G)

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

HsSIHDC

Extension Notice
e=Auction of Truck & Car Parking Sites
in Sector-3, IMT Manesar

Refarence capfioned aoverbsemant & extension nahce
gublished in this aewspaper inviting apalications Tor bidding
throvgh e-Auctian. 1t is hereby informed that the Carporatian
has decided to extend the last date of registration/deposit af
ERAD gl g-ALictsan,

Tentative schadubs is ag unders:

1Z.10.2021

Last Date of Registration & Deposit of EMD
_lupto 2353 hee)
21402021

Date of e-Auctian | 72000 2 b 1100 am)
Al gtz terms and conditicns of the earlier advertised sthene

shall remain unchasped
Haryana Siate Industrial & Infrastrociure

iessine Development Corporation Lid.
Mimgel, ©Mei: C-43 & 14, Gareliect, Paneheuls, Ph 0173280044105
Faoi! 255047, E-mall contaciusEislidc org. o, Webshe: hsidoongn
Gelhl OHlce: £, 2abe Kharak Singh Marp Ph, 011-23 54 5022
Pl nueia r O#ei: HINDC, AT, Ph. 01 34-2208351
SN LIS TR ISACNEA54S | DT Fnddiniide

PUBLIC NOTICE

Land measuring 5809.77 Sq.ft, situated on SLR Sy. No.11/1/2, known as Plot
No:2, Chanan Singh Park, Delhi Cantt is held on lease in Schedule VIII of CLA
Rules, 1937 by Sh. Sh.C.R Chaudhary, Raman Chaudhary, S.R Chaudhary
and Smt. Vimla Chaudhary. The third and last term of the lese is subsisting till
31.01.2037.

Recorded lessee Sh. S.R Chaudhary vide his letter dated 15.07.2019, informed
this office that recorded lessee. Sh. C.R Chaudhary had sold his share of
Property to hls daughter Ms. Roopal Chaudhary vide Sale deed dated
30.07.2004. He also informed that his daughter Ms. Roopal Chaudhary had
died unmarried on 10.09.2005 accordingly, her share devolves to her mother
Smt. Vimla Chaudhary and requested for mutation in favour of Smt. Vimla
Chaudhary in place of C.R Chaudhary.

Therefore, on the basis requisite documents submitted by the applicant viz.
Sale deed dated 30.07.2004. executed between Sh. C.R Chaudhary and Ms.
Roopal Chaudhary, Death Certificate of Ms. Roopal Chaudhary and the legal
opinion rendered by Sh. Subhash Bansal, Govt. Counsel, Delhi High Court, the
name of Smt. Vimla Chaudhary W/o Sh. Sona Ram Chaudhary has been
enteredinthe G.L.Rin place of Late Sh. C.R Chaudhary.

Any person claiming to have any right or interest in the above property, having
any objections to the above mutation rnay file his written objections to the
undersigned along with documents within 15 days from publication of this
notice. The objections received after the expiry of 15 days from the publication
of this notice, will not be entertained. (Vinit B. Lote)

No0.03/306/Plot No. 2A &2B/ Defence Estates Officer
Dated 15 Sep, 2021 Delhi Circle, Delhi Cant

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Executive Engineer, Gandhinagar
Division, Bashyam Park, South Central Street,
Bengaluru-560020

PLEA AGAINST DECISION TO CLOSE DAIRY FARMS, DROP MEAT FROM MIDDAY MEAL

In boost to Lakshadweep admin,
HC rejects PIL against reforms

introduced, in Lakshadweep since
January this year, had created a
furore in the islands as well as in
mainland Kerala.

InJune this year,acting on the
PIL moved by aresident of the is-
lands, Ajmal Ahamed, the High
Court had temporarily stayed two
orders of the administration: one
pertaining to the closure of dairy
farms; the other on the change in
the menu of mid-day meals in
schools. The court lifted the in-
terim stay after the administration
filed a counter-affidavit, asking
that the PIL be rejected.

Senior standing counsel for

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER 17

ADIVISION bench of Kerala High
Courton Friday rejected a PILchal-
lenging the decision of the
Lakshadweep administration to
close down dairy farms and drop
meat from the menu of mid-day
meals for school students, giving a
boost to reforms being pushed by
the Administrator of the Union
Territory, Praful K Patel.

A slew of reforms that have
been proposed and, insome cases

14 injured in Mumbai
flyover accident

Mumbai: Fourteen workers were injured af-
ter a girder span - weighing over 250 met-
ric tonne - of an under-construction flyover
tilted and collapsed while work was on at
Bandra Kurla Complex (BKC) early Friday.
The flyover is part of the Santacruz Chembur
Link Road (SCLR) extension project. ENS

IW. Ul ZMQHyE whrungE fa. g-
frferar =T oMt g oTe wHi/ SR/
el deensii | foga uRuw Hed WwRe
% ofdfa fre el smufd R9 AR
T 2 -fafeaer -ua
(www.etender.up.nic.in) T T 9l H
T T S € | U foega STHe,
SIS Wrg, wliel i we fferer ot geek
T A qAT T GIeA ud g-fAfaer
YA FH & At qe AR anfe &
d&g § www.etender.up.nic.in T @
3 R | Fiferer =1 faeror foe geRR 2:-
E-fafarer e, el @ fereror, ffaer &
oH 91T G- i ik, wRee i o
et =01 e (R Afed) w1 wE H 9o
S 1. E-44/21-22  ( ASUKTAR ): -
foga wrwer @ve W@ % i 132
*F.A. Ik THS! (ANTIA) &k AMh
MR T IR T STRE0 § Haifa
| fe i 30.09.2021, %, 15,500.00/-
%, 1770.00/-, 2. 2-45/21-22
( 3TeuehITeTeR ):~ forgd TREW wve SE[
% Ifmid 132 H.A. STh= RS F
TR SMUR W qR=Te Td STRem |
Tefog @ feaie 30.09.2021, %
21,500.00/- ¥. 1770.00/-, 3. E-46/21-
22 (3Tl ):-  fagd uRuw w@ve
RS & I 132 .. IThS WA 6
MR SR T TR A Heifrd |
feater  30.09.2021, % 8,000.00/- 3.
1180.00/-, 4. E-47,21-22 - fom@
R Woe fgdid TRe & sfarid 132 .l
IYF g TS o IR SMER W aR=me
T Rew 9 weifd @ fein
20.10.2021, %. 18,000.00/~ . 1770.00/-
, 5. HA-48,21-22 :- fagd W @UE
TG & AT 220 ., TR TN &
TR SMUR T TR0 | Heifera 1 |
feqter 20.10.2021, ¥. 9,000.00/- .
1180.00/-, 6. &-49,21-22 :- TR
UREY GUE WS % Sfad 220 .l
ITHT HERH F AR MR W
STReTOT W Heiferd @ | fgAteR 20.10.2021,
%. 17,500.00/~ ¥. 1770.00/-, 7. &-
50,21-22 :- fogd URww @Wve WS &
fafd 132 H.l. SUhS h@Sl %
M IR T TRET A Heifrd |
feates  20.10.2021, % 7,500.00/- .
1180.00/-, 8. €-51,21-22 :- femEd
YRV WUS WS % I 132 .l
ITh= AR (FgE UT) o difieh
MER TR FRE0 § Heifd el | feAten
20.10.2021, %. 7,500.00/- %. 1180.00/-,
9. &-52/21-22 :- FeRIA URwO @WUE
MRS F 3fala 132 .. STk =ell-
feReR % aNftieh MR TR TR0 <1 T |
feater  20.10.2021, % 7,500.00/- 3.
1180.00/-, 3refteror  erfwEar, feagga
UNGUT JUSH, 130-Tt, “UNGUT We|"
faeRifan ureh, W) Uy fea ¥ o
A Uik 2536/ . AR feAiw
17.09.21

the Lakshadweep administration,
S Manu, said in the counter-affi-
davit that the administration had
beenincurring aloss of Rs 1 crore
annually on account of running
the dairy farms. The daily produc-
tionof milkisonly 170litres on the
Kavarattiand Minicoy islands,and
caters toonly 300-odd customers
among the around 20,000 popu-
lation of the two islands, he said.
Regarding the menu of the
mid-day meal, the administration
said instead of meat, other nutri-
tious items, including fruits, have
beenadded tothe menu. The gov-
ernment has every right to make

the menu vegetarian, if required,
aslongasitmet the stipulated nu-
tritional requirements, he said.
Counsel for the administration
produced the vegetarian menu of
West Bengal, Goa, Puducherry,and
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
The petition had wanted that
the Administrator should desist
from implementing any reforms
“infringing the ethnic culture, her-
itage, food habit and affecting the
serene and calm atmosphere in
the LakshadweepIslands and also
infringing the constitutional right
guaranteed under Article 19 and
300A of the Constitution of India”.

Uddhav’s ‘future colleague’ remark
for Union minister triggers buzz

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 17

CHIEF MINISTER Uddhav Thackeray on Friday
sparked a fresh round of speculation about a

Shiv Sena-BJP reunion after he referred to

Union minister of state Raosaheb Danve of
the BJP as a potential “future colleague” dur-

ing an event in Aurangabad.

Speaking at a function, Thackeray referred
todignitaries seated on the dais, including MoS
(Railways) Danve as “my former, current, and if
we come together, my future colleague”. He
then looked back to where Danve and another
Union minister of state, Bhagawat Karad, were
seated. Maharashtra minister and Congress
leader Balasaheb Thorat and Shiv Sena minis-
ter Subhash Desai, along with other ministers

and MVA leaders, were also present.

Thackeray later told the media that “time

- U.P. POWER
U TRANSMISSION
CORPORATION LTD. E-
Tender Notice Online e-Bids

are invited for
“Construction of
220/132kV Substation
Metro Depot, Greater

Noida” on Turn-key basis
against Tender Specn. No.
ESD-8/172. E-tender
uploaded on 16.09.2021 on
https://etender.up.nic.in.

EMD Cost for the tender is
Rs. 88.00 Lacs and tender
Fee of Rs. 11,800.00 will be
deposited through
RTGS/NEFT. Last date for
submission of tender is
23.10.2021 at 16:00 Hrs and
opening of part-l is
26.10.2021 at 16:00 Hrs.
Total Quantity of work, tender
specification and other terms
and conditions is as per
tender document available
on the e-tender portal.
Undersigned reserve the
right to cancel the e-Bids
without  assigning  any
reason. Corrigendum,
Addendum, Extension if any
shall be uploaded only on the
above website. Bidders are
advised to visit the website
regularly  for updated
information from time to time.
Superintending Engineer,
Electy. 765/400kV SDC, 11th
floor, Shakti Bhawan Extn.
Lucknow. .-495/3.TA.El.-
8/172/1 &R 17.09.2021

No.: EE(GNR)/E-Proc/004/2021-22 Date: 17.09.2021
INVITATION FOR TENDER

Two Cover System (KW-4) (Shot Term Tender Notification)
(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only)

The Executive Engineer, Gandhinagar Division, BBMP invites

tenders from eligible tenderers for the construction of works

detailed in the table below.

Sl.
No.

EMD (Rs.

Name of the Work in Lakh)

Comprehensive development of Roads,
1 |Drains, Pedestrian path, culverts and other
developmental works in Ward - 94, 95 and 120.

Calendar of Events: (1) Tender documents may be
downloaded from e-procurement portal of Government of
Karnataka from 30.09.2021 (2) Prebid meeting will be held on
04.10.2021 at 4:00 p.m. in the Office of the Chief Engineer
(West). (3) Tenders must be submitted online through
e-procurement portal on or before 4:00 p.m. on 07.10.2021
and the opening of the tenders will be as per the e-procurement
portal guidelines. (4) Technical bids will be opened on the
website https://leproc.karnataka.gov.in in the Office of the
Executive Engineer, Gandhinagar Division on 11.10.2021 at
12:30 p.m. Further details may be obtained from the above
office during office hours or website https://eproc.karnataka.
gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer (Gandhinagar) Division, BBMP

COVID-19. DO NOT PANIC, BE AWARE

15.71

o, GFect o & Maintain
@ @ xﬂVealz ‘ |I Follow Physical ‘ @& Hand
as| Distancing o__Hygiene

Government of Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD(R&B) SPL. SUB-DIVISION GANDOH
SHORT-NOTICE INVITING TENDER
e-NIT No. 20 of 2021-22 Dated 15.09.2021

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of J&K, e-tenders are invited on item
rates basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Union Territory, CPWD, Railways
and other State/Central Governments for the below mentioned work.

M.H.:-

S. | Name of the work Est. Cost| Cost of doc- EMD / Bid Time of | Time & date | Class of
No (Rs in uments in Security comple- | of opening | contrac-
lacs) shape of Try tion of tender tor
receipt (Tech. Bid
1 Construction of road| 89.98 1000 Bid Security | 02 months | 28.09.2021 “A”
from chabutra Bridge to| Declaration to
Sports Stadium Khoie be made by the
via Madrassa Fizan-e- bidder in the
Bilalya Thiloran Km 1st shape of nota-
RD(0-250) by way of rized sworn
Earth work cutting, statement on
and, construction of] the prescribed
15mtr Span Motorable format
Bridge
Position of Funds: - Available
Status of AAA: - Accorded

State Sector Projectization

1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings,
bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded
from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per below schedule:

1. | Date of publishing of Tender Notice

15.09.2021

. | Period of downloading of bidding documents

From 16.09.2021 0900 Hrs to 27.09.2021, 1800 Hrs

. | Bid submission Start Date

16.09.2021 0900 Hrs

2
4.
5. | Bid Submission End Date
7

27.09.2021, 1800 Hrs

. | Date & time of opening of Technical Bids
(Online)

28.09.2021 at 1100 Hrs in the Office of the Executive
Engineer PWD (R&B) Spl. Sub- Division Gandoh

8. | Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online)

To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed

No:- 224-28

Dated:- 15.07.2021 DIPJ-6811

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
PWD (R&B) Spl. Sub-Division, Gandoh

New Delhi

Uddhav Thackeray, Raosaheb Danve

will tell” what he meant by “future colleagues”.

“BJP’s Chandrakant Patil and Raosaheb
Danve may join the Sena. So, CM’s indicative
statement is important,” said Jayant Patil, ir-
rigation minister and NCP state president.

Opposition leader Devendra Fadnavis
said that anything is possible in politics but
there is no possibility of a Sena-BJP alliance
at this juncture. He described Thackeray’s
statement as an indication of his “disillusion-
ment” with the MVA alliance.

Bommai govt rolls back
hoardings move made
on last day of BSY tenure

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER17

AMID OPPOSITION from civic groups and within
the BJP, Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai has rolled
back the decision to allow advertisement hoard-
ings in Bengaluru -- a notification to permit the
same was reportedly issued on July 26 when his
predecessor BS Yediyurrapa resigned as the CM.

The notification titled Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike Advertisement Rules, 2021, es-
sentially allowed the return of advertisement hoard-
ings in the city despite the city council deciding on
imposing a moratorium on hoardings in 2018. The
rules for hoardings had been framed in 2019 by the
BBMP but were put in cold storage by the state due
to opposition from citizens who had approached
the Karnataka High Court against the move.

The move by the administration under Basavaraj
Bommai to overturn adecision taken barely 45 days
earlier by his predecessor has reportedly come af-
ter BJP leaders raised concerns that the rules had
been notified at the instance of the city hoardings
lobby and favored the lobby.

“The notification issued on the last day of the
tenure of the former CM has raised a lot of suspi-
cion with regard toits intent since there has beena
curb on hoardings,” sources in the BJP said.

Citizen activist Sai Datta, who has been cam-
paigning against hoardings in Bengaluru, had ap-
proached the high court, which then issued notices
to the BBMP and the state government on
September 1.

The petitioner questioned the notification when
rules governing outdoor advertising and signages
were already issued in September 2019 under the
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike Outdoor Signage and
Public Messaging Bylaws, 2018. The petitioner
pointed out that the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike Advertisement Rules, 2019 drafted in July
2019, were formally notified on July 26 when
Yediyurappa resigned as CM.

The]July 26 decision, in the absence of an elected
city council, has also been criticised by civic groups
and BJP leaders.

Sree Padmanabhaswamy
Temple in financial stress,
admin panel tells SC

New Delhi: Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple in
Kerala is in great financial stress and the offerings
are not sufficient to meet the expenses, its
Administrative Committee told the Supreme Court
on Friday while seeking an audit of the temple-re-
lated trust run by the Travancore royal family.

All temples in Kerala are closed and while this
temple's monthly expenses are Rs 1.25 crore, “we
are able to hardly get Rs 60-70 lakh. Therefore, we
have sought certain directions", senior advocate R
Basant, appearing for the committee, told a bench
headed by Justice U U Lalit.

The temple is in great financial stress and “we
are not able to function”, Basant said, alleging that
the trustis trying to avoid its obligation by not mak-
ing theirrecord available for audit. The trust has 2.87
croreincashand 1.95 croreinassets as per the 2013
auditors’ report, he said.

The trustis constituted as per court's order and
it must contribute to the temple, Basant told the
bench, also comprising Justices SRavindra Bhatand
Bela M Trivedi.

Senior advocate Arvind Datar, appearing for the
trust, argued that it is a public trust made by the
royal family and has no role in administration. The
trust was just mentioned by the amicus curiae in
the case, not as part of the petition, he said.

The top court reserved its order on the trust’s
application to exclude it from the audit of 25 years
ordered by the court last year. PTI
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PUNJAB

Attari-Wagah

flag ceremony

opened to public

Amritsar: The BSF has re-
sumed the public view-
ing of the daily flag low-
ering retreat ceremony at
Attari-Wagah border in
Punjab with limited re-
strictions, over a year and
half after it was sus-
pended due to the Covid
outbreak, the force on
Friday said.BSFwill allow
300 visitors in the specta-
tors gallery for the over an
hour-long daily event
against its capacity to ac-
commodate more than
25,000. The public view-
ing was suspended by
India on March 7 to con-
tain the spread of the
coronavirus. Sources in
administration, however,
fear that it will not be pos-
sible to restrict the tourist
gatheringto300. ENS

UTTAR PRADESH
4 journalists,

3copsheld
forextortion

Lucknow: The Mathura
police have arrested four
journalists and three po-
lice officials on the charge
of extorting money from
abusinessman by threat-
ening to implicate him in
a false case. The accused
were arrested on
Thursday, and produced
in a court that sent them
to judicial custody. The
police are looking for two
more local journalists,and
collecting the background
information of the fourar-
rested. Superintendent of
Police (SP) Dr Gaurav
Grover suspended the po-
licemen from Farah sta-
tion who were arrested.
One of them is a Sub
Inspector and the other
two are constables. ENS

MAHARASHTRA
Artist gets bail
aftersixyearsin
jail for ‘murder’

Mumbai: Nearly six years
after artist Chintan
Upadhyay was arrested
for allegedly murdering
his estranged wife and
artist Hema Upadhyay
and her lawyer Haresh
Bhambhani, the Supreme
Court Friday granted him
bail. “The petitioner has
beenin custody for nearly
six years. The trial is in
progress and 28 wit-
nesses have been exam-
ined and 12 witnesses are
yet to be examined.
Having scrutinised the
record and after hearing
the learned counsel for
the parties, we are of the
opinion that the peti-
tioner is entitled for
bail...,” the bench com-
prising  Justice L
Nageswara Rao and
Justice BR Gavai said. ENS

Serosurveys show more than 80% in Journalist held,
Mumbai, Chandigarh have antibodies

Survey held from August 12 to September 8 in Mumbai; gap between slum, non slum areas narrows

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, CHANDIGARH, SEPT 17

THE LATEST SEROSURVEYS in
Mumbai and Chandigarh indi-
cate that more than 80 percent
of the population of the two
cities now has antibodies against
the coronavirus.

While the BMC survey, be-
tween August 12 and September
8 this year, found antibodies in
86.64 percent of Mumbai's adult
population, in the Chandigarh sur-
vey, held in July, the figure stood
at80.2 percent.

In the last serosurvey in
Mumbai, conducted in March -
before the second wave - only
36.3 percent of population had
been found to have antibodies.

The BMCthis time covered the
vaccinated population as well in
the serosurvey. Antibodies were
found among 90.26 percent of

those partially or fully vaccinated,
and 79.86 percent of the rest.

There was only amarginal dif-
ference among the slumand non-
slum population as per the survey,
that covered over 8,674 people in
the metropolis. While sero posi-
tivity was 87.02 percent among
slum-dwellers, it was 86.22 per-
cent in non-slum areas. The sero
prevalence among women was
higher (88.29 percent)compared
tomen (85.07 percent).

Itwas thefirst serosurvey that
showed the gapamong slumand
non-slum areas to be bridged. In
the March survey, while the slums
had sero positivity of 41.6 percent,
it was only 28.5 percent in non-
slumareas. The new figuresarein
line with the infection trends. In
the first wave, slums had been af-
fected more than non-slumareas.
However, during the second wave,
BMC data for April showed 90
percent of the 87,000 active cases

Policeman, civilian killed
in separate attacks in J&K

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 17

A POLICEMAN and a civilian
were shot dead by suspected
militants on Friday in two sepa-
rate attacks across Kulgam dis-
trict, J&K police said.

According to a J&K police
statement on the attack involv-
ing the policeman: “Preliminary
investigation has revealed that
terrorists had fired indiscrimi-
nately upon police personnel
Bantu Sharma, son of Trilokinath
Sharma resident of Wanpoh,
Kulgam.”

Sharma sustained bullet in-
juries and was moved to the
nearest hospital for treatment,
where he succumbed to injuries.

On the second incident, po-
lice said militants fired “indis-
criminately” upon labourer
Shankar Kumar Chowdhary, a
resident of Bihar, at Nihama area
of Kulgam. “He had sustained
grievous bullet injuries and was
immediately shifted to hospital
for the treatment, however, doc-

tors declared him brought dead,”
said J&K police.

Inspector General (Kashmir)
J&K Police, Vijay Kumar told The
Indian Express, “Terrorists and
their handlers in Pakistan are
frustrated with recent elimina-
tion of top commanders of ter-
rorists and the peaceful environ-
ment after death of separatist
leader SAS Geelani. That is why
they have killed one unarmed
policeman (PSI) recently and one
unarmed policeman and one in-
nocent labourer today (Friday)in
Kulgam district.”

Police have registered a case
under relevant sections of law.
“Investigation is in progress and
officers continue to work to es-
tablish the full circumstances of
this terror crime. Area has been
cordoned off and search in the
area is going on,” J&K police
stated.

PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti, former chief minister
Omar Abdullah and People’s
Conference chairman Sajad Lone
condemned the attack on the
police official.

PMLA case: ED moves
court against Deshmukh

Mumbai: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday moved
court against former
Maharashtra home minister Anil
Deshmukh, stating that he has
not appeared before the agency
despite summons.

The ED plea seeks directions
from the court under Section 174
of the Indian Penal Code, which
has provisions for action againsta
person not obeying a summons,
notice, order or proclamation
from any legally competent pub-
lic servant.

Deshmukh has been sum-
moned by the ED in connection
with alleged money-laundering
of bribe collected from bars,

Anil
Deshmukh

restaurants and other establish-
ments in Mumbai.

The ED filed a prosecution
complaint last month against 14
people, including Deshmukh's
secretary and private assistant as
well as a trust and companies
linked to him.

The central agency did not
name Deshmukh in the com-
plaint stating that it has been dif-
ficult to probe the case, as he had
notappeared despite beingissued
summons since June. ENS

Top artists at NGMA to discuss
role of art in nation-building

VANDANAKALRA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

THENATIONAL Gallery of Modern
ArtFriday hosted artists of various
styles and eras as it marked the
75th year of independence with
an event to establish a “cohesive
creative vision” on the role that vi-
sual arts can play in the develop-
ment of the nation.

Director General Adwaita
Gadanayak said ‘Anantam’ was a
gathering where people could
“participate in a creative dialogue
ontherole ofartin nation-building
and sustainable development”.

“Theideais tolink up as many
artistsas possible across the coun-
tryand talk about relevantissues,”
added Gadanayak, as he wel-
comed modernists and contem-
poraries, artists exploring varied
mediums and experimenting
with different genres. It included
recognised names such as Jatin
Das, Raghu Rai, Samit Das and
Kanchan Chander as well as
emergingartists and art students.

Several of them were in the

Artists at the ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ celebration held in
the National Gallery of Modern Art on Friday. Praveen Khanna

lawns, painting live and discussing
their art with curious viewers.
“We are trying our best for the
NGMA to open up again, with
Covid protocols,and more people
to come in. We want groups of
young students to come here. We
are organising curated walks for
those interested inlearning about
art... Events such as this give a
boost, especially during the cur-
rent times to artists impacted by
Covid,” said Chander, a member
of NGMA Advisory Committee.

More than 1,000 artists and
faculty members of art institu-
tions also joined the event during
aday-long virtual interaction.

The institution has planned
year-long events celebrating
India’s 75 years of independence.
Several cultural programmes
were also held in recent months
as part of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’, including perform-
ances by santoor player Divyansh
Shrivastava and Chhau dance by
artists from Purulia.

at the time concentrated in high-
rise buildings.

“Overall, the sero prevalence
inslumand non-slumareasinthe
city of Greater Mumbai is much
higher as compared to the last
serosurvey,” the civic body said in
astatement.

Thisis the fourth serosurvey in
all by the BMC, apart from one
conducted among those below
the age of 18. “The results are in
line with what we had expected,”
Deputy Executive Health Officer,
BMC, DrDaksha Shahsaid, noting
that the higher rate of antibodies
among those vaccinated showed
the need to boost the immuisa-
tion drive. Dr Shah also stressed
the need to follow Covid-appro-
priate behaviour as antibodies
were known to "startdeclining af-
ter amonth of the infection.”

The BMC said the sample size
included participants above the
ageof 18 across all 24 wards of the

Satisfied with
protocols, SC
allows offline
Class 11 in Kerala

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

SUPREME COURT on Friday al-
lowed Kerala to hold the Class 11
exams in the offline mode, ex-
pressing satisfaction over the
arrangements put in place by the
state government for the con-
duct of the exam amid the
Covid-19 pandemic.

A two-judge bench headed
by Justice A M Khanwilkar dis-
missed an appeal filed by advo-
cate Rasoolshan A against a
Kerala High Court order refusing
to interfere with the state gov-
ernment’s decision to hold ex-
ams in offline mode.

The bench also comprising
Justuce CT Aravi Kumar said:
“We trust authorities will take all
precautions and necessary steps
so that no untoward situation is
faced by students who are of ten-
der age and appearing for the
proposed examination.”

On September 3, the top
court had stayed the decision to
hold the offline exams, saying
the Covid-19 situation in the
stateis “alarming” and that “chil-
dren of tender age cannot be ex-
posed to risk”.

city. Of the total participants, 20
percent were healthcare workers.
Sero prevalence among themwas
found to be only slightly higher
than the general population, at
87.14 percent.

The BMC had released results
ofits first serosurvey in July 2020,
in which 16 percent of the popu-
lation in non-slum areas and 57
percent in slums was found to
have antibodies. The results of the
second survey, in August that year,
showed sero prevalence to be 18
percent for non-slumsand 45 per-
cent for slums. By March this year,
the figures stood at 28.5 percent
and 41.6 percent respectively.

The paediatric serosurvey
held in Mumbai, of a sample size
of 2,176 between the ages of 1
and 18 years in June this year,
had found antibodies in 51.18
percent of them, with most of
them remaining asymptomatic.
The number of those infected in

the different age groups didn’t
vary much, ranging between
4733 percent (5-9) and 53.43
percent (10-14).

The Chandigarh serosurvey
collected 1,200 samples from ur-
ban, rural and rehabilitation
colonies, including those vacci-
nated. Sero positivity was found
in 84.1 percent of the urban, 69
percent of the rural, and 77.8 per-
cent of the slum rehabilitation
colonies.

Chandigarh incidentally is
among the UTs or states to have
delivered at least one dose of
Covid vaccine to 100 percent of
the eligible population.

“The outcome is encouraging
but should not lead to compla-
cency,” DrJasbinder Kaur, Director
Principal, GMCH-32, that con-
ducted the survey, said. “The pos-
sibility of new outbreaks cannot
be ruled out and one must follow
Covid protocols stringently.”
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STATES REPORTING MOST CASES

STATE NEW  ACTVE  WEEKLY TOTAL
CASES ~ CASES  POSITIVITY  VACCINATION
M Kerala 23,260 1,89,416 16.96% 3,29,03,543
M Maharashtra 3,586 48,451 2.38% 7,06,52,757
M Tamil Nadu 1,669 16,843 1.06% 4,08,98,263
mAndhraPradesh 1,393 14,797 2.32% 3,57,11,603
W Mizoram 1,121 13,344 13.95% 10,29,245
STATES REPORTING MOST DEATHS
STATE TODAY'S TOTAL  WEEKLY  OVERALL
DEATHS  DEATHS CFR CFR
HKerala 131 23,375 0.48% 0.56%
W Maharashtra 67 1,41,940 1.09% 2.19%
W Karnataka 18 37,573 1.22% 1.27%
mTamil Nadu 17 35,288 1.57% 1.35%
HAssam 9 5,788 1.52% 0.98%

Note: Data as on Sept 17; vaccination numbers as of Sept 16. Deaths include those from previous days.

SII to ramp up Covishield production
to 200 mn doses monthly from Oct

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE, SEPTEMBER 17

SERUM INSTITUTE of India (SII)
CEO Adar Poonawalla on Friday
said they were building a facil-
ity to make mRNA vaccines, even
as Sl was scaling up its produc-
tion of Covishield vaccines from
the present 160 million doses
monthly to 200 million doses
from October.

While the facility for mRNA
vaccines will take two years to
be completed, this infrastructure
will be available for two compa-

nies — Serum Institute Life
Sciences Limited (SILS) and
Biocon Biologics Limited —
which have recently entered into
along-term partnership.
Poonawalla and Kiran
Mazumdar Shaw, executive chair-
person, Biocon and Biocon
Biologics (BBL)addressed a virtual
media conference on Friday toan-
nounce their strategic alliance.
As part of this alliance, BBL
will have access to 100 million
doses of vaccines annually for 15
years and commercialisation
rights of the SILS vaccine portfo-
lio for global markets. SILS will
receive approximately a 15 per

‘A LOSS BEYOND REPAIR’

Theoretical physicist Thanu Padmanabhan dies at 64

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE, SEPTEMBER 17

THANU PADMANABHAN, one of
India’s best-known theoretical
physicists who made important
contributionsin the fields of grav-
ity,quantum theory and in under-
standing the structure of the uni-
verse, passed away Friday
morning afteramassive heartat-
tack. He was 64.

Padmanabhan, who did his
initial work at Mumbai’s Tata
Institute of Fundamental
Research, was based at Inter-
University Centre for Astronomy
and Astrophysics in Pune
since 1992.

“I expected him to be an ac-
tive worker for at least 10 more
years. It pains me as a teacher to

see one of his finest students
passaway,” said Professor Jayant
Narlikar who was
Padmanabhan’s PhD guide at
TIFR. “I still remember him as a
studentin the early 1980s.He had
appeared for an interview at the
TIFR.Iwas not present during the
interview but later  was told that
on being asked about his expec-
tations from the institute,
Padmanabhan had said he would
onlyjoin TIFR if he was allowed to
work with Narlikar,” the 83 year-
old celebrated astrophysicist, who
too is based at IUCAA, told The
Indian Express.

“He was a very good teacher
and he wrote excellent books
which were of pedagogical nature
published by Cambridge univer-
sity press and have been very use-
ful,” Narlikar said, recalling that
Padmanabhan had not required

cent stake in BBL, based onaval-
uation of about $4.9 billion.
“This alliance will allow us to
combine our strengths in biolog-
ics and vaccines for making a
meaningful impact in fighting
infectious diseases. In addition
tovaccines, the alliance will also
develop antibodies targeting
several infectious diseases like
dengue and HIV,” Shaw said.
On their paediatric Covid
vaccine, Covovax, Poonawalla
said that trials are underway.
“Several volunteers have been
injected and the trial is going on
smoothly. A review will be done
by the end of the year,” he said.

) [
THANU
PADMANABHAN

19572021

much guidance from him during
his PhD days.

“He had alot of ideas himself
and was very popular with the
students. Apart from that he
himself was a perfectionist,”
Narlikar said.

Prof Rohini Godbole, noted
physicist from the Centre for High
Energy Physics, Indian Institute of

New Delhi

another booked
in Ambala over
error in report

SUKHBIRSIWACH
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 17

AJOURNALIST of ‘Dainik Bhaskar’
was arrested by the Ambala po-
lice on Friday and an FIR lodged
against another on the charge of
“mentioning(the) wrong place of
arrest of a suspected terrorist”.

Police have lodged an FIR
against Sunil Brar and News
Editor Sandeep Sharma at the
Ambala Cantt Police Station un-
der Sections 153 (wantonly giv-
ing provocation with intent to
cause riot), 177 (furnishing false
information), 504 (intentional in-
sult with intent to provoke
breach of the peace) and 505 (2)
(statements creating or promot-
ing enmity, hatred or ill-will be-
tween classes).

Confirming Brar’s arrest on a
complaintby a sub-inspector, the
SHO of the police station,
Inspector Vijay Kumar, told The
Indian Express: “He will be pro-
duced before a courton Saturday.
The matteris under investigation.”

Opposition leaders attacked
the BJP-led Haryana government
over the arrests, saying police
had even brought Sharma’s 70-
year-old father to the police sta-
tion on not finding the journal-
ist at his office.

“Sharma’s father was released
onlywhen journalists objected to
his detention,” Haryana Congress
leader RohitJain, who joined jour-
nalists at the police station in

protest against the arrest, said.
INLD leaders led by Prakash Bharti
also held a protest.

Police, however, denied any
information regarding Sharma's
father's detention.

The case against the journal-
ists relates to a report carried by
‘Dainik Bhaskar’ on Thursday, on
aman arrested by the Punjab
Police the previous day from
Ambala, over an alleged tiffin
bomb plot. While the suspected
terrorist, part of an alleged gang
of four, was arrested fromvillage
Mardon Sahib village of Ambala,
the newspaper headline said,
‘Punjab Police ka dava - Cantt
mein I0C depot ke nazdeek se
pakda gaya aatanki (Punjab
Police claims arrest of terrorist at
Cantt from near I0C depot).

The report also said the
Ambala Police had denied any in-
formation on the matter, saying
“nobody sought any assistance
fromus”.

On Friday, the newspaper
published a correction regarding
the location from where the sus-
pected terrorist was arrested.

However, Sub-Inspector
Radhey Shyam filed a complaint
saying: “... Sunil journalist pub-
lished the news without any au-
thentication. Journalist Sunil and
in-charge Sandeep Sharma have
created fearin the masses by pub-
lishing false news. Because of it,
there is an atmosphere of panic
and terror in society, which may
lead to casteriots.”

Char Dham Yatra SOPs issued

Dehradun: A day after
Uttarakhand HC lifted its stay on
Char Dham Yatra, the government
on Friday issued the standard op-
erating procedure (SOP) for the
yatra, making it mandatory for pil-
grims to either have certificate of
both doses of the Covid vaccine or
anegative Covid testreport toob-
tain the e-pass for the yatra. The
yatra will start from Saturday.

TELANGANA
HC orders probe
in rape-murder
suspect’s death

Hyderabad: The Telangana High
Court on Friday ordered a judi-
cial inquiry into the death of
Palakonda Raju, 30, the suspect
in last week’s rape-and-murder
of a minor girl in Hyderabad, a
day after his body was found
dead on the railway tracks at
Ghanpur station in Warangal.

The High Court directed the
3rd Metropolitan Magistrate of
Warangal to conduct the inquiry
and present the report within
four weeks. A bench of Acting
Chief Justice M S Ramachandra
Rao and Justice T Amarnath
Goud passed these orders after
hearing a PIL.

The PIL was filed by Civil
Liberties Committee-Telangana
state president Gaddam
Laxman, who sought a judicial
inquiry into Raju’s death, de-
scribing it as a “meticulously
planned and calculated murder
by the police”. ENS

Science, Bengaluru told The Indian
Express that she still remembered
“Paddy” as the bubbly, youngand
very sharp personwho had joined
TIFRas a student.

“That was the same year |
had joined as a visiting fellow.
We were both ‘new boys’ to-
gether as it were. His extraordi-
nary abilities were quite appar-
ent to all and no one was
surprised at the quick strides he
made in the world of gravity and
cosmology,” Godbole said.

AmongPadmanabhan’s most
striking contributions have been
discovering new connections be-
tween thermodynamicsand gen-
eral theory of relativity. “He still
had somuch more todoand offer.
Thisis a greatloss,” Godbole said.

Besides numerous other
awards, Padmanabhan was also
honoured with the Padma Shri

Pilgrims from Kerala,
Maharashtraand Andhra Pradesh
will have to produce both -- the
vaccination certificate of two
doses as well as negative Covid
testreport - to obtain permission
for the yatra.

Onadaily basis, 1000 pilgrims
will be allowed tovisit Badrinath,
800in Kedarnath, 600 in Gangotri
and 400 in Yamunotri. ENS

Goa govt appeal
against Tejpal
acquittal to be
heard virtually

Panaji: The Chief Justice of
Bombay High Court has allowed
the Goa government’s appeal
against the acquittal of formered-
itor-in-chief of ‘Tehelka’, Tarun
Tejpal, in a 2013 case of rape and
sexual assault, to be heard in the
virtual mode. The appeal is ex-
pected to be heard by the High
Court of Bombay at Goa on
September 20.

This will also mean that
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
whorepresented the Goa govern-
ment in the appeal proceedings,
can continue to argue the matter
before the High Court. He had ear-
lier expressed difficulty in physi-
cally appearing before the HC in
Goaafter the court resumed phys-
ical hearings.

Tejpal was accused of sexu-
ally assaulting a then colleague
inan elevator of a hotel in Goaon
November 7, 2013 and
November 8, 2013. ENS

and the inaugural Infosys Prize for
physical sciences.

“This loss is beyond repair,”
IUCAA  director = Somak
Raychaudhury said.

“I had known Paddy for over
35 years and he had been my
mentor and friend. He was
deeply engagedinalllevels of ac-
ademic progress. Notonly did he
carry out pathbreaking research
in many branches of science, he
hadadeepinterestinand under-
standing of the scientific thought
process,” he said.

The IUCAA director also re-
called that he had uncompromis-
ing standards in scientific engage-
ment and innovation. “He was
deeply committed to training
young people. He was also deeply
interested in the long tradition of
Indian science and wrote a book
on the subject”.
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JacobZuma

SOUTH AFRICA
Topcourt
upholds Zuma’s

jail sentence

SOUTH AFRICA’S highest
court on Friday denied an
application by former pres-
ident Jacob Zuma to re-
scind his sentence of 15
monthsinjail for contempt
of court in a ruling viewed
as a stern test of the coun-
try’sresolve to hold power-
ful figures to account. The
Constitutional Court judg-
mentuphelditsownruling
that Zuma should go to
prison for refusing to testify
atacommission of inquiry
into widespread corrup-
tion in government and at
state-owned companies
while he was president of
South Africa from 2009-
2018. Zuma, who was
forced to resign as presi-
dent in 2018 amid corrup-
tionallegations, still has sig-
nificant support in parts of
South Africaand within the
ruling African National
Congress party. AP

NEW ZEALAND
Womancharged
withkilling 3
younggirls

A 40-YEAR-OLD woman
was charged Friday with
killing three young girlsina
crime that has shocked
New Zealand. Police did not
immediately identify the
woman but the Stuff news
agency said she was the
girls’ mother, Lauren
Dickason,adoctorwho had
justmoved toNew Zealand
from South Africa along
with her daughters and
husband Graham Dickason,
an orthopedic surgeon.
Emergency services said
when theyrespondedtoan
incident at the home they
found a woman, who was
hospitalised in stable condi-
tion. Police said the woman
killed twin 2-year-old girls
Mayaand Karlaand their 6-
year-old sister Liane. ~ AP

USA
Pelosicautions
UK over N Irish

peace deal

US HOUSE Speaker Nancy
Pelosi cautioned Britain on
Friday that there could be
no post-Brexit trade deal
with the USif the Northern
Ireland peace agreement
was destroyed. The US has
expressed grave concern
thatarow between London
and Brussels over the im-
plementation of the 2020
Brexit treaty could under-
mine the Good Friday ac-
cord. “If thereis destruction
of the Good Friday accords,
they [are] very unlikely to
haveaUK-USbilateral,” she
told a Chatham House
event. REUTERS

HUNGARY

STATUE HONOURS MYSTERIOUS BITCOIN FOUNDER

Animposing bronze statue was unveiled in Hungary’ capital on Thursday which its creators say
is the first in the world to pay homage to the anonymous creator of the Bitcoin currency. Erected
inabusiness park near the Danube River in Budapest, the bust sits atop a stone plinth engraved
with the name of Satoshi Nakamoto, the pseudonym of the mysterious developer of Bitcoin.

Australian PMrejects criticism - Paptagon admits Kabul drone strike

of nuclear submarine agreement

ROD MCGUIRK
CANBERRA, SEPTEMBER 17

PRIME MINISTER Scott Morrison
on Friday rejected Chinese criti-
cism of Australia’s new nuclear
submarine alliance with the
United States and said he does-
n't mind that President Joe Biden
might have forgotten his name.
China reacted angrily when
Biden, Morrisonand British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson used a vir-
tual news conference thisweek to
announce a trilateral defense al-
liance that will provide Australia
with a fleet of at least eight nu-
clear-powered submarines.
Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs spokesperson Zhao Lijian
said it was “highly irresponsible”
for the US and Britain to export
the nuclear technology.
Morrison said Australia
wanted to boost peace and sta-
bility in the Indo-Pacific region.
“Everything we've done with
the United States is consistent
with the partnerships and rela-
tionships and alliances we’ve al-
ready had with the United
States,” Morrison said.
Australia’s nearest neighbour
after Papua New Guinea,
Indonesia, was “deeply concerned
over the continuing arms race and
power projection in the region,”
the Indonesian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said ina statement.

Australia Prime Minister
Scott Morrison

News of the alliance received a
positive response in Singapore.
The city state’s Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong told Morrison in a
phone call he hoped the nuclear
deal would “contribute construc-
tively to the peace and stability of
the region and complement the
regional architecture,” Singapore’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs said.

French leaders and the
EuropeanUnion areangered atbe-
ingexcluded from the alliance that
scuppersacontract with France to
build 12 conventional diesel-elec-
tric submarines for Australia.

Observers say Bidenappeared
to have forgotten Morrison’s name
during Thursday’s news confer-
ence, which was televised from
three countries. The president re-
ferred tothe Australian as “pal” and
“that fellow Down Under.”

Morrison laughed off ques-
tions regarding this, saying,
“Usually when we speak pri-
vately, he refers to me as ‘pal””. AP

Australia agrees
to increased US

air deployments
after sub deal

Washington: Australia and the
United States announced ex-
panded military cooperation on
Thursday, including rotational
deployments of all types of US
military aircraft to Australia, a
day after announcing a subma-
rine deal denounced by China as
intensifying a regional arms race.

Speaking after meetings be-
tween the US and Australian for-
eign and defence ministers,
Australian Defence Minister
Peter Dutton said they would be
“significantly enhancing our
force posture cooperation, in-
creasing interoperability and
deepening alliance activities in
the Indo-Pacific.”

“This will include greater air
cooperation through rotational
deployments of all types of US
military aircraft to Australia,”
Dutton told a joint news confer-
ence in Washington. “We've also
established combined logistics
sustainment and capability for
maintenance to support our en-
hanced activities, including logis-
ticsand sustainment capability for
our submarines and surface com-
batantsin Australia.” REUTERS

CHINA ASTRONAUTS RETURN FROM SPACE STATION

A trio of Chinese astronauts returned to Earth on Friday after a 90-day stay aboard their
nation’s first space station in China’s longest mission yet. Nie Haisheng, Liu Boming and Tang
Hongbo landed in the Shenzhou-12 spaceship just after 1.30 pm after having undocked from
the space station Thursday morning. The China Manned Space Agency said the mission,
which was to finish constructing the country’s first space station, was a success. AP

Google, Apple remove Navalny app
from stores as Russian polls begin

ALEXANDER MARROW
& TOM BALMFORTH
MOSCOW, SEPTEMBER 17

OPPOSITION ACTIVISTS in
Russia accused Alphabet’s
Google and Apple of caving in to
Kremlin pressure on Friday af-
ter they removed an anti-gov-
ernment tactical voting app
from their stores on the first day
of a parliamentary election.
The app, devised by allies of
jailed Kremlin critic Alexei
Navalny, gives people detailed
recommendations on who to
vote for in an effort to thwart the
electoral chances of the ruling
United Russia party which sup-
ports President Vladimir Putin.
Members of the upper house
of parliament met Google and
Apple representatives in the run-
up to the election to tell them to

Raisingmore
questions for
@ techfirms

EXPLAINED

THE REMOVAL of the app de-
veloped by opponents of
Putin raises further questions
about Silicon Valley leaders’
approach to free speech and
open internet, and about
whether they will be able to
balance these ideals with
their pursuit of profit as well
as their commitment to the
safety of their employees in
countries that threaten to
take action if they do not im-
plement censorship.

remove the app or face serious
consequences including fines
and criminal prosecution.

John Sullivan, the US ambas-
sador to Russia, was also called
into the foreign ministry before
the vote to hear complaints that
the companies’ behaviour
amounted to US meddling in
Russia’s internal affairs.

A court outlawed Navalny’s
political movement as extrem-
ist in June, backing complaints
from Moscow's prosecutor that
its activists were trying to desta-
bilise Russia, a ruling con-
demned by the West at the time
as a blow against freedom.

Leonid Volkov, an ally of
Navalny, accused Google and
Apple of buckling under what he
described as Kremlin campaign of
blackmail. “This shameful day will
live long in the memory,” Volkov
said on the Telegram service.

Apple and Google did notim-
mediately respond to requests
for comment. REUTERS

was mistake that killed 10 civilians

ERICSCHMITT
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 17

THE PENTAGON acknowledged
on Friday thataUSdrone strikein
Afghanistan on August 29 that of-
ficials said was necessary to pre-
ventanattack on American troops
was a tragic mistake thatkilled 10
civilians, including seven children,
an American military official fa-
miliar with the investigation said.
The explosives the military
claimed were loaded in the trunk
of awhite Toyota sedan struck by
the drone’s Hellfire missile were
most likely water bottles, and a
secondary explosionin the court-
yardinadensely populated Kabul
neighborhood where that attack
took place was probably a propane
or gas tank, the official said. In
short, the car posed no threatatall,
investigators concluded.

Ahouse destroyed by a drone strike in Kabul on Aug 29. Reuters

The official also acknowledged
that the driver of the car, Zemari
Ahmadi, a longtime worker for a
US aid group, had nothing to do
with ISIS, as military officials had
previously asserted. Ahmadi’s only
connection to the terrorist group
appeared to be a fleeting and in-
nocuous interaction with people

in what the military believed was
an ISIS safehouse in Kabul, an ini-
tial link that led military analysts
to make one mistaken judgment
after another while tracking
Ahmadi’s movements in a sedan
for the next eight hours.

“It was a mistake,” the official
said in a briefing with three re-

China’s Xi urges Afghanistan to
stamp out terror, vows more aid

REUTERS
BEIJING, SEPTEMBER 17

CHINA'S PRESIDENT Xi Jinping
urged “relevant parties” in
Afghanistan to eradicate terror-
ism and promised to provide
more help to the war-torn na-
tion, state news agency Xinhua
said on Friday.

China shares a land border
with Afghanistan, where the
Taliban named anew government
this month. The Islamist militant
group retook control in August as
US-led foreign forces ended their
20-year presence there.

Afghanistan should be guided
tobe more openand inclusive,and
pursue moderate domestic and
foreign policies, Xi told a meeting
of leaders of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisationand an-
other regional grouping, the
agency said inareport.

“Certain countries” should as-
sume their due responsibilities
for Afghanistan’s future develop-
ment as “instigators” of the situ-
ation, Xi added, in an apparent
reference to the US and its allies.

Experts say Afghanistan’s
economy is in crisis and a hu-
manitarian disaster looms.
Western nations have been re-
luctant to provide funds to the

Washington: The International
Monetary Fund has said its en-
gagement with Afghanistan will
remain suspended until there is
clarity within the international
community on the recognition
of the government led by the
Taliban. The IMF said it was
deeply concerned with eco-
nomic conditions in
Afghanistan, urging the interna-
tional community to take ur-
gent steps tostalla“looming hu-
manitarian crisis” in the
country. “Our engagement with
Afghanistan has been sus-

IMF suspends Afghan engagement

pended until there is clarity
within the international com-
munity on the recognition of
the government,” IMF
spokesperson Gerry Rice told
reporters at a news conference
here on Thursday. “We're
guided by the international
community in terms of the
recognition of the government
in Afghanistan and we don't
have that. So, the IMF pro-
gramme there has been put on
hold; and... the country cannot
access IMFresources, SDRs,and
soon, at this point,” he said. PTI
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China’s President Xi Jinping

Taliban without assurances that
it will uphold human rights, es-
pecially those of women.

China, which has pledged aid
and Covid vaccine doses to

Afghanistan, has said the United
States and its allies have a duty to
supply the war-torn nation with
economic and humanitarian aid.

China is also known to be
worried about militants from its
far western region of Xinjiang,
some of whom are based in
Afghanistan, where they have
long been allies of the Taliban.

The Shanghai Cooperation
Organization groups China,
India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan. Afghanistan is an
observer state.

Taliban order male students to school

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ISTANBUL, SEPTEMBER 17

THE TALIBAN'S education min-
istry says all male students
grades six to 12 and male teach-
ers should resume classes start-
ing Saturday.

The statement Friday pub-

lished on Facebook did not in-
clude girls of that age, and the
lack of guidance highlighted
ongoing concerns that the
Taliban might impose restric-
tions on girls and women. The
Taliban previously allowed girls
in grades one to six to resume
their classes.

In the past, the hardliner

group that took over Afghanistan
last month had forbidden girls
and women from attending
school and work.

In some of the provinces,
women still are not allowed to
continue their work, with excep-
tions for women who have
worked in health departments,
hospitals and education.

porters before the Pentagon
made the results of amilitary in-
vestigation public.

The findings of the inquiry by
the military’s Central Command
mirrored a New York Times inves-
tigation of video evidence, along
with interviews with more than
adozen of the driver’s co-work-
ers and family members in
Kabul. The Times inquiry raised
doubts about the US version of
events, including whether ex-
plosives were present in the ve-
hicle, whether the driver had a
connection to ISIS, and whether
there was a second explosion af-
ter the missile struck the car.

Military officials cited the in-
vestigation by The Times and oth-
ers as providing valuable visual
and otherevidence that forced the
military toreassess the judgments
that led it to believe, falsely, that
thesedanposedathreat. NYT

Taliban replace
Afghan women’s
ministry with
ministry of
virtue and vice

ALASDAIRPAL
SEPTEMBER17

WORKERS IN the Afghan capital
Kabul replaced signs for the
country’s women'’s ministry
with those for the Taliban’s
moral police on Friday, as female
former employees of the depart-
ment said they had been locked
out of the building.

A sign for the building was
covered by a replacement in a
mixture of Dari and Arabic, read-
ing “Ministries of Prayer and
Guidance and the Promotion of
Virtue and Prevention of Vice”
on Friday, according to photo-
graphs and Reuters witnesses.

Female employees said they
had been trying to come to work
for several weeks only to be told
toreturn to their homes, accord-
ing to videos filmed outside the
building seen by Reuters.

The gates of the building
were finally locked on Thursday,
one of the women said.

“l am the only breadwinner
in my family,” said a second
woman, who also said she
worked in the department.
“When there is no ministry, what
should an Afghan woman do?”

Taliban spokesmendid not re-
spond to requests for comment.

When the Taliban were lastin
power, girls were not allowed to
attend school and women were
banned from work.

During that period, its
Ministry for Promotion of
Virtue and Prevention of Vice
became known as the group’s
moral police, enforcing a strict
dress code and public execu-
tions and floggings. REUTERS

UK eases rules for vaccinated travellers, India to benefit

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 17

THEUK governmenton Friday an-
nounced a relaxation of interna-
tional travel rules for vaccinated
people coming in and out of
England, with long-haul routes be-
tween Indiaand the UK to benefit.

From October 4, the current
traffic light system of red, amber
and green countries based onlev-
els of Covid risk will be scrapped

TEMPORARY CAMP IN DEL R10 HAS GROWN WITH STAGGERING SPEED IN RECENT DAYS

Thousands of migrants huddle under Texas bridge

JAMES DOBBINS,
EILEEN SULLIVAN &
EDGARSANDOVAL
DELRIO, SEPTEMBER 17

THOUSANDS OF migrants were
crowded under a bridge outside
the border community of Del Rio
on Thursday, part of a massive
surge in migration across the Rio
Grande this week that has over-
whelmed the authorities and
caused significant delays in pro-
cessing the arrivals.

The US Border Patrol said that
more than 9,000 migrants, mostly
from Haiti, were being held in a
temporary staging area under the
Del Rio International Bridge as

agents worked as quickly as they
could to process them.

The temporary camp has
grown with staggering speed in
recent days, from just a few hun-
dred people earlier in the week.
The authorities and city officials
said they expected thousands
more to cross the ankle-deep
river between Mexico and Del
Rio in coming days.

The Border Patrol said it
would send more agents to the
region, “toimmediately address
the current level of migrant en-
counters and to facilitate a safe,
humane and orderly process.”
The shaded area under the
bridge, the Border Patrol said,
was to “prevent injuries from

Migrants gathered under the Del Rio International Bridge as
they waited to turn themselves in to the US Border Patrol
and seek asylum. NYT

heat-related illness” while mi-
grants were waiting to be taken
into custody.

The scene — of dense crowds
sleepingondirtor millingaboutin
triple-digit heat amid conditions

of deteriorating sanitation — drew
condemnations from local offi-
cials. Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas or-
dered police and the National
Guard toassistborder agentsin Del
Rio, saying the federal response
had not been enough to quell the
surge in crossings.

“The Biden administrationis
incomplete disarray and is han-
dling the border crisis as badly as
the evacuation from
Afghanistan,” he said, referring
toPresident Joe Biden’s decision
toend America’s longest war.

The Southwest border has
been inundated in recent
months with a surge in unautho-
rised crossings not seen in more
than two decades. More than

and replaced with onered list only.

The scrapping of an amber
list, which is what India is cur-
rently on, means reduced cost
burden for travellers related to
compulsory quarantines and PCR
tests. From October 4, travellers
will also no longer need to take
pre-departure PCR tests for trav-
elling into England from abroad.

“Today’s changes mean a sim-
pler, more straightforward system.
One with less testing and lower
costs, allowing more people to

200,000 people crossed last
month, bringing the total this fis-
calyear to more than 1.5 million.
Butinrecentdays, the swelling
crowds in Del Rio, a town about
150 miles west of San Antonio that
issurrounded by ranch land, acres
of thorny brush and towering
mesquite trees, have created a
new humanitarian challenge.
Bruno Lozano, the city’s
mayor, described on Thursday
squalid conditions under the
bridge that more soresembled a
shantytown, with little access to
clean water and food and just a
few portable toilets. The vast ma-
jority of those who arrived ap-
peared to be fleeing Haiti, local
officials said. NYT

New Delhi

travel, see loved ones or conduct
business around the world while
providing a boost for the travel in-
dustry,” said UK Transport
Secretary Grant Shapps. “Public
health has always beenat the heart
of our international travel policy
and with over 44 million people
fully vaccinated in the UK, we are
now able to introduce a propor-
tionate updated structure that re-
flects the new landscape.”

In the latest update, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka are

among eight red list destinations
moved off the travel ban list from
next Wednesday.

From the end of October, fully
vaccinated passengers from non-
red list countries willbe able tore-
place the current compulsory
day-two PCR test requirement
with cheaper lateral flow tests.
Anyone testing positive will need
toisolate and take a free confirma-
tory PCR test, which would be ge-
nomically sequenced to help
identify new variants. PTI

Woman sues for right to
freeze her eggs in Beijing

HUIZHONG WU & EMILY
WANG FUJIYAMA
BEIJING, SEPTEMBER 17

AFTER ALMOST two years, an
unmarried woman suing for the
right to freeze her eggs in Beijing
is getting her case heard in court
Friday in a rare legal challenge
against the country’s restrictions
on unmarried women in repro-
ductive health.

Teresa Xu has been waiting
since December 2019 for her
second hearing at the Chaoyang
People’s Court in Beijing. She is
suing Beijing Obstetrics and
Gynecology Hospital at Capital
Medical University, a public hos-
pital that forbid her from freez-
ing her eggs, citing national law.

Xu's victory could mark an

important step for unmarried
women in Chinawhowanttoac-
cess public benefits. Unlike in the
US, though, court judgementsin
Chinado notrely on precedence.

“From 2018 until now, it’s
been three years, and my eggs
are getting older with me, and
the deadline is more and more
pressing,” Xu, 33, said.

Her case is getting heard after
thelatest census datashowed that
population growth was slowing,
while the proportion of elderly
people was growing. The number
of newborns had fallen every year
since2016.National level statistics
showed that 12 million babies
were bornin2020,down 18%from
14.6 millionin 2019.

Beijing has responded by al-
lowing families to have a third
child. AP
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PROJECTS ALREADY IN PIPELINE SLOWING DOWN: REPORT

India Inc’s dwindling investment
RBI flags near-termrisks

plans:

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER17

INDIAINCS investment plans took
a severe beating when the Covid
pandemic raged across the coun-
tryin2020-21 with the number of
new projects sanctioned dwin-
dling and projects already in the
pipeline also slowing down.

Data on phasing plans for
2021-22relating to projectsinthe
pipeline point to persisting near-
term risks to the investment out-
look, the Reserve Bank of India said
inareport. Inall, banks and finan-
cial institutions sanctioned only
220 project proposals of the pri-
vate companies during2020-21,a
record lowinthe recentyears. The
total cost of projects sanctioned

— TAXATION WATCH -,
GOODS & SERVICES TAX

Covidhitto
® investments

EXPLAINED

MAJORITY OF banks and
FIs reported ‘Nil’ projects
during first half of 2020-
21, which points to very
subdued investment cli-
mate of private corporate
sector owing to pandemic
induced uncertainties.

too declined sharply to Rs 75,558
crorein2020-21 fromRs 1,75,830
crore in 2019-20, the RBI said.
Altogether, investment plans
of 576 projects were made during
2020-21 aggregatingtoRs 116,603

PRANAVMUKUL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER17

TOPREVENT revenue leakage
from the tax payable by restau-
rants in the country, the GST
Council Friday approved a pro-
posal to make food-delivery
platforms like Zomato and
Swiggy responsible for collect-
ing and depositing the 5 per
cent GST applicable on food
with the government, effective
January 1.

Even as the move may
push tax collections from
restaurants, it may causeanin-
crease in compliance burden
for restaurants as well as the
food-aggregators. Most signif-
icantly, tax experts pointed out,
the move may resultinrestau-
rants having to keep two sepa-
rate books of accounts — one
for their normal business and
one for what they supply
through online platforms.

Particularly, the move may
impact restaurants with an-
nual turnover less than Rs 20
lakhand were not liable to pay
GST. “In essence, the compli-
ance burden is likely to be
shifted to food aggregators.
Fromaconsumer perspective,
there should not be a material
change because consumer
will still pay 5 per cent GST on
food. Smallrestaurants, which
have less than Rs 20 lakh of
turnover, are exempt from GST
but if food-aggregators are
made responsible, perhaps
GST will be applicable on the
smaller restaurants too,” Pratik
Jain, partner, Price Waterhouse
&Co, LLPsaid.

The pandemic proved tobe
ashot in the arm for food-de-
livery platforms and the deliv-
ery segment for restaurants
with the order volumes forag-
gregators like Zomato and
Swiggy surging to 120 per cent
of pre-covid levels towards the
end of last year, after the initial

Delivery apps to pay
GST for restaurants,
compliance burden of

Food delivery platforms
will be responsible for
collecting and depositing
5% GST on food. File

lockdowns. Thisalso translated
in higher delivery business for
restaurants.

AGurugram-based execu-
tive said the food-delivery
companies are likely to seek
meetings with the govern-
ment in the coming week to
get clarifications on certain is-
sues like how the input tax
credit will be applicable.
However, the biggest red-flag
in the process will be for
restaurants opting for the com-
position scheme, through
which smaller players can get
rid of GST formalities.

“While food delivery serv-
ices would constitute e-com-
merce services, sufficient safe-
guards need to be taken in
subjecting them to GST to en-
sure that smaller food outlets
are protected and consumers
do not end up paying more,”
MS Mani, Senior Director,
Deloitte India said. A senior
Finance Ministry official said:
“With respect to aggregator, it
does not matter whether it is
composition or not. It will get
excluded from the turnover of
the restaurant and aggregator
will pay”. “Actually even when
they were supplying through
Swiggy/Zomato, they should
have registered as Swi-
ggy/Zomato to deduct 1 per
cent TCS, but it was not hap-
pening. These platforms will
have to make changes in their
systems. It will require some
time,” the official added.

— BRIEFLY —
PFRDA base

New Delhi: The PFRDA said
subscriberbase underits flag-
ship pension schemes rose
by 24 per cent in August. PTI

LIC PRAGATI

Mumbai: LIC has unveiled a
new mobile app ‘PRAGATI’
for exclusive use of its devel-
opment officers. ENS

Chinatrade pact

Beijing: Japan said it would
have to determine if China
meets “highstandards” of the
Comprehensive and Prog-
ressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership after the
latter applied. REUTERS

Apple CEO talks
immigration,
India retail plan
with employees

San Francisco: Apple Inc chief ex-
ecutive Tim Cook told an all-
hands meeting of employees on
Friday he planned to discuss US
immigration policy with US
Department of Homeland
Security, according to a source
familiar with the meeting.

During the meeting, Cook
also told employees that Apple
plans to have a physical retail
presence in India. He also told
employees that arecent US court
decision in an antitrust case
brought by “Fortnite” creator
Epic Games hand resulted in a
victory for Apple in nine out of
10 counts. REUTERS

crore as against 827 projects with
investment intentions totallingRs
271,374 crorein2019-20. As many
as 344 companies raised an
amount ofRs40,382 crore through
ECBs and FCCBs and did not avail of
any financing from the banks and
Fls. Further, 12 companies did not
avail of any bank finance or ECBs
and FCCBs but raised Rs 663 crore
for their capex needs through do-
mestic equity issues.

The fresh sanction of projects
in the first half of 2020-21 dwin-
dled to 68 projects, a record low
compared to 137 projects sanc-
tioned during the first half of 2019-
20, clearly indicating the role of
Covid, the RBI said. The majority of
banks and FIs reported ‘Nil’ proj-
ects during the first half of 2020~
21, which points to very subdued

investment climate of private cor-
porate sector owing to pandemic
induced uncertainties.

“The second half of 2020-21
showed some signs of recovery in
terms of number of projects,
which got financial assistance
from the banks and Fls, though the
investment climate remained sub-
dued in terms of total cost of proj-
ects sanctioned by these entities,”
itsaid. According tothe RBIreport,
the size-wise distribution of proj-
ectsshowed anoticeable decrease
inthe number of mega projects(Rs
5,000 crore & above) from five in
2019-20 to one in 2020-21 along
with a decrease in its combined
share in the total project cost.
Similarly, the number of large proj-
ects of size Rs 1000 crore-5000
crore declined from 36 (in 2019-

20)t024in2020-21.

Therelative share of such proj-
ectsalthoughincreased to 53.5 per
centin2020-21 from 374 percent
in2019-20, whichindicates higher
relative presence in the small co-
hort of projects sanctioned in
2020-21,it said.

Data for the last five years
(2016-17 to 2020- 21) revealed
thatmore than half(52.3 percent)
of the projects were taken up in
five states — Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and
Tamil Nadu.In2020-21,Rajasthan
and Gujarateachaccounted forthe
highestshare(17.1 per cent)inthe
total cost of projects sanctioned by
banks/Fls followed by Andhra
Pradesh (15 per cent), Uttar
Pradesh (13.7 per cent) and
Maharashtra(8.5 per cent), itsaid.

Investments via P-notes stand
at 397,744 crore till August

Investments in domestic capital markets through participatory
notes (P-notes)was at Rs 97,744 crore till August-end, as per
Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) data

Value of P-note investments
in Indian markets — equity,
debt and hybrid securities —
was atRs 97,744 crore in
August-end compared to Rs
85,799 crore in July-end

Equity inflows remained
robust in August and
September is also
looking positive

Inflows should remain
robust for the rest of the
calendar year

While concerns over global growth due to recent rise in Covid cases in the world
continue to persist, underlying strength of domestic market remains intact

Of the total Rs 97,744 crore
invested through the route till
August, Rs 89,844 crore was
invested in equities, Rs 7,586
crore in debt and Rs 315 crore
in hybrid securities

What are P-notes?

P-notes areissued by
registered foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) to overseas
investors who wish to be part
of the Indian stock market
without registering
themselves directly

Investment level was at

Rs 92,261 crore in June-end,
Rs 89,743 crore in May-end,
Rs 88,447 crore at April-end
and Rs 89,100 crorein
March-end

‘ Source:
Sebi/PTI

IDFC to sell mutual fund business

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 17

IDFC group has decided to di-
vest its mutual fund business —
IDFC Asset Management
Company (IDFC AMC) Ltd.

Goyal: WTO agri agreement
tilted against developing nations

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

THE AGREEMENT on Agriculture
atthe WTOwasriddled with deep
imbalances, which favour the de-
veloped countries, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal has said.
He said that historical asym-
metries and imbalances must be
corrected to ensure a rule-based,
fair and equitable order. Goyal
said this while addressing the G-
33 Virtual Informal Ministerial
Meeting. It was organised by
Indonesia on Thursday to discuss
the agricultural priority issues of
G-33 and the way forward for the
12th Ministerial Conference of
the World Trade Organization
(WTO),scheduled tobe held from

IDFC AMC's assets under
management were Rs 1,26,070
crore as of June 2021.

“The board of directors of
IDFC Ltd and IDFC Financial
Holding Company Ltd (IDFC
FHCL) considered and approved
toinitiate steps to divest its mu-

Sherpas’ meet

" 155

Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal. File

New Delhi: A two-day virtual
meeting of G-20 Sherpas, at-
tended by Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal, delib-
erated on the draft ‘Rome
Declaration’ ahead of the an-
nual summit of the grouping
nextmonth. ENS

PAN, Aadhaar linking
deadline extended

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

THE GOVERNMENT on Friday
extended by six months till
March 2022 the deadline to link
PAN with biometric ID Aadhaar.

In a statement, the Central
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
said to address the hardship
being faced by various
stakeholders on account of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the time-
line has been extended which
will ease compliance.

“Time limit for intimation of
Aadhaar number to the Income
tax Department for linking of
PAN with Aadhaar has been ex-
tended from 30th September,

Linking timeline has
been extended from
September 30,2021 to
March 31,2022

2021 to31stMarch, 2022,” it said.

Also, the due date for comple-
tion of penalty proceedings un-
der theI-T Act has been extended
from September 30, 2021 to
March 31,2022.

Further, the time limit for is-
suance of notice and passing of
order by the Adjudicating
Authority under the Prohibition
of Benami Property Transactions
Act, 1988 has been extended to
March 2022.

As of June 2021, IDFC
AMCs AUM were
Rs 1,26,070 crore

tual fund business subject to
requisite regulatory approvals,

International market data till 1900 IST

World Bank to stop ‘ease of
doing business’ report as
probe finds ‘data juggling’

AANCHALMAGAZINE
&PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER17

THE WORLD Bank Thursday said
it would discontinue the practice
of issuing Doing Business report
following an investigation
prompted by internal reports of
“datairregularities” inits2018 and
2020 editions (released in 2017
and 2019, respectively)and possi-
ble “ethical matters” involving
bank staff.

According to an investigation
conducted by Washington-based
law firm WilmerHale, World Bank
staff members changed data on
China to improve its ranking on
the ease of doing business, under
pressure from the office of the
then-World Bank president Jim
Yong Kim and the then-chief ex-
ecutive Kristalina Georgieva and
one of her advisers.

Georgievaisthe current MD of
the International Monetary Fund.

The reports were flagged by
the World Bank for certain “im-
proper datachanges” madein case
of four countries — China,
Azerbaijan, Saudi Arabia and the
UAE —atthebehest of senior exec-
utives at the bank.

“After data irregularities on
Doing Business 2018 and 2020
were reported internally in June
2020, World Bank management
paused the next Doing Business
report and initiated a series of re-
views and audits of the reportand
its methodology. In addition, be-
cause the internal reports raised
ethical matters, including the con-
duct of former Board officials as
well as currentand/or former Bank
staff, managementreported theal-
legations to the Bank’s appropri-
ate internal accountability mech-
anisms,” the World Bank said ina
statement.

Notably, in three reports, re-
leased in 2017, 2018 and 2019,
India ranked among the top 10
economies showing “the most no-
tableimprovement”. The latest re-

IMF REVIEWS REPORT
ONGEORGIEVA ROLE

APfile

Washington: The
executive board of the
International Monetary
Fundis reviewingan
independentreport
prepared for the World
Bank about the actions
of IMF chief Kristalina
Georgievain her
previous senior role at
the World Bank, IMF
spokesman Gerry Rice
said on Friday. REUTERS

port, published in October 2019,
placed India at 63rd in Doing
Business, compared with 77th in
2018and 100in 2017.

Of the 79 positions in the
Bank’s Doing Business rankings
that India gained between 2014
and 2019, 67 rank improvements
happened 2017 onwards, with the
biggest 30-rank jump happening
inthe Doing Business 2018 report,
released in October 2017.

The report published in 2019,
whichmentioned Indiaand China
beingamong the top 10improvers,
stated that the leaders of these
countries adopted the Doing
Businessindicators asacore com-
ponent of their reform strategies.
The scores for India used to be
based on coverage of just two
cities, with Mumbai carrying a
weight of 47 per cent and Delhi a
weight of 53 per cent.

An e-mail query sent to the
World Bank on the specifics on
the data irregularities did not
elicit a response at the time of

going to press.

According to the report re-
leased in October 2019, India,
along with other top improvers,
had implemented 59 regulatory
reformsin2018-19,accounting for
a fifth of all reforms recorded
worldwide. During2018-19, India
had implemented reforms across
parameters suchas ‘starting a busi-
ness’, ‘dealing with construction
permits’, ‘trading across borders’,
and ‘resolving insolvency’. The
government’s goal was to be
among the top 50 economies by
2020. In a statement, the World
Bankhad said at the time of release
that“special focus given by the top
leadership of the country,and the
persistent efforts made todrive the
business reforms agenda, notonly
at the central level but also at the
state level, helped India make sig-
nificantimprovements”.

China, for which irregularities
were noted for the reportreleased
on October 31,2017, held the 78th
rank despite a member of the
DoingBusiness leadership approv-
ingand authorising submission of
the final report on October 16 that
year in which China ranked 85th.
The changein China’s ranking hap-
pened after intervention from the
bank’s top executives and their
staffers, as per the investigationre-
port.

In the case of Saudi Arabia, in
the report released in October
2019, initially the country was
placed secondinthelistof topim-
provers for that year, followed by
Jordan. However, the Doing
Business team was instructed “to
find a way to alter the data such
that Jordan fell from its first-place
positionin the top improvers list”,
theinvestigation said. The param-
eter that was altered to push Saudi
Arabia’s score also impacted the
UAE’s score because they followed
asimilar system.

For Azerbaijan, involvement
from World Bank staffers is be-
lieved to haveresulted in the coun-
try’s score falling compared to pre-
vious years.

as applicable,” IDFC said in a
stock exchange filing. “The

[-'-H% RAJASTHAN STATE MINES & MINERALS LIMITED
M

(A Government of Rajasthan Enterprise)

4, Meera Marg, Udaipur — 313001
Phone: (0294)2428768/2428763-67, Fax (0294)2428770,2428739

Email:-

Corrigendum

gov.in
Date-16.09.2021

boards have authorised respec-

NIT No. & Date

Description of Work

tive strategy and investment
committees to take necessary
steps, including appointment of’
an investment banker for the

EOl no. RSMM/|Due date of submission of EOI for Comprehensive Operation &
CO/GGM(Cont.)EO| Maintenance of Industrial Beneficiation Plant on as is where is basis for
1-O&M IBP/2021-22| net minimum guaranteed production of normative quantity and grade of
Beneficiated Rock Phosphate on "Per ton LGO Processing" at
UBN no. MML2122| Jhamarkotra Mines, Udaipur herby extended up to 30.09.2021.

dated 01.09.2021

RFP0004

same,” it said.

Other terms & conditions have been given in detailed tender for which please visit us at our
website www.rsmm.com or www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or

contact GGM (Contract) on above address.
Raj.Samwad/C/21/6224

DGM (Admin.)

November 30 to December 3, an
official statement said on Friday.
Of a total of 47 G-33 members,
representatives from 21 coun-
tries, including India, took the
floor to make the brief interven-
tion. Goyal said G-33 must strive
for positive outcomes on a per-
manent solution to public stock-
holding for food security pur-
poses, which is of utmost
importance, finalisation of a spe-
cial safeguard mechanism quickly
and a balanced outcome on do-
mestic support.

The Minister “highlighted that
Agreement on Agriculture at the
WTO was riddled with deep im-
balances, which favour the devel-
oped countries and have tilted the
rules against many developing
countries”, the statement said.

Applications
for dues: Dec 31
deadline for

exporters

New Delhi: The last date for
exporters to submit online
applications to claim their
dues  under  different
export promotion schemes
will be December 31, according
to a Commerce Ministry
notification.

For claiming pending re-
funds under merchandise ex-
ports from India Scheme
(MEIS) exporters can submit
applications for exports made
in the period July 1, 2018 to
March 31,2019 and from April
1, 2019 to March 31, 2020 and
from April 2020 to December

31,2020.PTI
il B

. DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI ey
OFFICE OF THE EX. ENGINEER (SOUTH) Il

A BLOCK GREATER KAILASH | NEW DELHI-48
“STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

ek

N.LT. No. 18/S-111/(2021-2022)

S. Name of work

Estimated
Cost

Date of release of
tender in
e-procurement
solution

Last date/ time of
receipt of tender
through e-procurement
solution

1. |P/L of 100/150 mm dia D.I. water line from A-block C.R. Park UGR to| 4752161/- | 2021_DJB_208460_1 04.10.2021
M-block market Greater Kailash-l for taking the T/well water into UGR 16.09.2021 upto 3:00 PM
under EE(South) Ill (AC-50).

2. |Replacement of old/rusted water lines by 100 mm dia D.I. water lines in| 2681023/~ | 2021_DJB_208460_2 04.10.2021
Shivalik Apartments under South-lIl (AC-50) (Re-invited). 16.09.2021 upto 3:00 PM

3. |Replacement of defective sewer line of block No. 20 Dakshinpuri Extn.| 3486782/ | 2021_DJB_208460_3 04.10.2021
under EE(South)-Ill (AC-47). 16.09.2021 upto 3:00 PM

Further details in this regard can be seen at https:/govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 402(2021-22)

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SOUTH)III

Sd/- (L L MEENA)

MORADABAD SMART CITY LIMITED

Address : Peeli Kothi, Water Works Compound, Civil Lines Moradabad-244001, (U.P.)
Email : moradabadsmartcitylimited@gmail.com, Phone No. 0591-2971001
CIN No. U74999UP20185GC105390
DETAILED NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Moradabad Smart City Limited (MSCL), invites responses ("Proposals") from Public Sector
Undertaking (PSUs) and Line Departments, U.P. to this Expression of Interest ("EOI") from eligible

Bidders for Smart City Project as d

Interested Bidders are advised to study this EOl document carefully before submitting their proposals in
response to the EOI document in respect to Projects as detailed in Attachment 1. Submission of a
proposal in response to this EOl shall be deemed to have been done after careful study and examination
of this document with full understanding of its terms, conditions and implications.

Interested Bidders are requested to download the EOI document from our website
https://etender.up.nic.in. Any subsequent clarifications, which will be issued by the authority will be

etailed in Attachment 1.

made available on the above website only.

The details are as under.

HE} 5l

Cman Clry

Sl.No. Event's Name Information

1. Organization Moradabad Smart City Limited (MSCL)
2. Project Detailed in Attachment 1

3. NIT No. 1008/MSCL/2021 Dated 17.09.2021

4. Name of Work

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR PUBLIC SECTOR
UNDERTAKING (PSUs)AND LINE DEPARTMENTS, U.P.
ON COMPETITION BASIS FOR THE PROJECT "Supply
Installation, Testing, Commissioning of Smart Water Meters
and Operation & Maintenance for a Period of 05 Years in ABD
Area of Moradabad City" UNDER THE SMART CITY MISSION

5. EOI Document Publish Date

18.09.2021 from 05:00 PM

6. EOI Document Downloading Date

18.09.2021 from 05:00 PM

7. Time and date for Online
Submission of Proposals

27.09.2021 till 03:00 PM

8. Time and Date for Opening of

Proposals

27.09.2021 till 05:00 PM

C.E.O./ Municipal Commissioner
Moradabad Smart City Limited

New Delhi
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Unpacking the telecom reforms p

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

ackage

The Cabinet has approved a set of nine measures to address the issues faced by the telecom sector. A look at the reforms, and the challenges still ahead.

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

ON SEPTEMBER 15, the Union Cabinet ap-
proved a set of nine structural and procedural
reforms to address the short-term liquidity
needs as well as long-term issues of telecom
companies. While the companies have wel-
comed the move, analysts are sceptical about
the survival of a three-player telecom market
unless there is a substantive rise in tariffs.

How will the reforms impact telcos?
Among all the measures, one of the most
crucial and timely, which analysts say will pro-
vide short-termrelief to debt-laden Vodafone
Idea and Bharti Airtel, is a four-year morato-
rium on payment of dues arising due to the
Supreme Court’s September 1,2020 judgment
onadjusted gross revenue (AGR). Another four-
year moratorium on payment of spectrum
purchased in past auctions, barring the 2021
auction, is also likely to provide relief.
Although the government will charge in-
terest if the companies opt for the moratorium,
analysts feel it could provide the telecom sec-
tor a breather of roughly Rs 45,000 crore per

year for the next four years.

Measures such as streamlining of the auc-
tion calendar and removal of the spectrum us-
age charges (SUC) from auctions, too, are likely
to bring down the dues outgo, while helping
telcos plan their auction purchase. For the tel-
cos tobenefit from the reduced SUC, however,
they will have to buy more spectrum in up-
coming auctions, analysts said.

How far can the measures be expected to
help save Vodafone Idea’s market?
Although the government insists these
measures would be foreveryone, itis Vodafone
Idea, withanetdebt of close toRs 1.91akh crore,
that will benefit the most in the near future,
experts said. The company, however, will need
toraise adequate capital urgently,and go fora
sizeable hike in4G tariff for prepaid customers.
“The onus now shifts to the company to
successfully complete its long-delayed capital
raise, accelerate network investments, stemits
subscriber losses,and (eventually) raise ARPUs
(average revenue per user), all of which come
with their fair share of challenges and uncer-
tainties,” Citi Research said in a note.
Vodafone Idea will also have to fend off in-
creased competition from Reliance Jio

&) SHUBHRA RANJAN

We are PROUD of Our Unique PEDAGOGY and Our STUDENTS
Who have accomplished their cherished Goal by putting Trust in Us.

ADMISSIONS OPEN AT ALL OUR REGIONAL CENTERS

GS Foundation PSIR Answer Writing
Offline Batch Module 2022

Starting From
18th Oct 2021

Always Ahead

Starting From
17th Oct 2021

For more details: +91-9910812719 | www.shubhraranjan.com

CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

TOTAL VACCINATED IN INDIA (at least one dose)

58,26,06,905

M Firstdose M Seconddose

77,24,25,744

(SputnikV's 8,67,700 doses
not representedin pie)
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Note: The Sept 16 figures in these graphs are based on the government updates on Sept 17

INDIA TOTAL CASES 3,38,81,728

Source: Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, updated at 11 pm on Sept 17

J

TELLING NUMBERS

Two of the 25 ministers in Gujarat’s
newly constituted Cabinet are women,
seven have declared criminal cases
against themselves in their election
affidavits, and over 3 in every 4 are
crorepatis. A little under half of the
ministers are graduates, and 13 are
below the age of 50, according to an
analysis of their affidavits by the
Association for Democratic Reforms
(ADR) and the New Election Watch.

New Gujarat Cabinet: 11 of 25 are
graduates, 2 women, 19 crorepatis

Total ministers 25
Facing criminal cases 7
Women ministers 2
Crorepatis 19
Averageassets Rs3.95cr
EDUCATION

11 13 1
Graduate | VIII-XII |Literate
&above Source: ADR

Infocomm and Bharti Airtel, which have more
breathing space and manageable debt situa-
tion. “The option of moratoriumis open forall.
While Vodafone Idea focuses on revival, which
is a possibility now, Reliance Jio and Bharti
Airtel can go back to being more aggressive
whether it is in terms of offering better net-
work and services or extremely competitive
tariffs and add-ons,” an industry veteran said.

How do the reforms impact the
government's finances?

The government has insisted that since all
the moratorium offerings are done with net
present value protected, it will face some rev-
enue loss in the next four financial years even
if two of the three private players opt forit.

For the current financial year, the govern-
ment had estimated receipts of Rs 53,987 crore
from spectrum usage charges, licence fee levies
and other levies. The bulk of this, however, will
have to be forgone for four financial years once
the telcos opt for the moratorium.

At the end of the moratorium period, the
government will have provide anoptiontothe
telecom player to pay the interest arising out of
the deferment of payment by way of equity,
and at the option of the government, to convert

KEY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Moratorium on payments: On AGR
and deferred spectrum payment.
Both payments, if telcos opt for it,
will have to be done four years later.

Rationalisation of AGR: The legacy
pain point of telcos, which was the
inclusion of non-telecom revenues
for calculation of adjusted gross
revenue, has been done away with.

100% FDI through automatic route:
This liberalisation makes it easier
for telcos to find global investors.

Rationalisation of spectrum
ecosystem: A fixed calendar for
auctions, doing away with the need
for bank guarantees.

Charges on spectrum removed:
Government does away with
additional 0.5% SUC that was
charged on spectrum sharing, while
also allowing telcos to hold the
spectrum for 30 years, instead of 20.

the due into equity. This, experts said, will be a
challenge for the government to offload the
stake laterif market conditions do notimprove.

Buthow did the financial condition of the
telcos deteriorate?

It started by and large with the differing le-
gal interpretation of AGR. To understand this,
one must go back to 1999, when the govern-
mentdecided to shift fromafixed toarevenue-
sharing model for the telecom sector. Telecom
players would pay a certain percentage of their
AGR, earned from telecom and non-telecom
revenues, as licence and spectrum fee.

The easing of this regulatory environment
led toanumber of players entering the fray. At
its highest, India had more than 14 national
and regional telecom service providers.

In 2003, the Department of Telecom (DaT)
raised the demand for AGR payments. It said all
revenue earned by telcos as dividend from sub-
sidiaries, interest on short-term investments,
money deducted as trader discounts, discount
for calls and others, which was over and above
the revenue from telecom services, would be
included for calculation of AGR.

The telcos approached the Telecom
Disputes Settlement Appellate Tribunal (TD-

SAT),whichinJuly 2006 ruled the matter must
be sent back to the regulator TRAI for fresh con-
sultation. TDSAT rejected the government’s
contention, and the Centre moved the
Supreme Court. While the case was still ongo-
ing,in 2012, the Supreme Court cancelled 122
telecom licences in the 2G scam case. This
prompted arevamp, with spectrumnow allo-
cated through auctions.

What was the Supreme Court verdict?

In 2019, the Supreme Court gave the first
verdict in the case, holding that DoT's defini-
tion of AGR was the correct one, and that the
telcos must pay the AGR, interest and penalty
onnon-payment.

The judgment cane when the telecom sec-
tor was reeling under stress due to intense
competition from Reliance Jio Infocomm,
which madeitsentryin2016. Jio Infocomwas
left with dues of more than Rs 58,000 crore,
which has now ballooned to Rs 62,000 crore,
while Airtel had to pay more than Rs 43,000
crore as AGR dues when the judgment was
pronounced in 2019. Though both players have
paid some of this to the DoT, they still need to
raise funds to pay the rest either now, or four
years later if they opt for the moratorium.

Why ‘black tigers’ sound a warning

They are found only in Simlipal. A study finds out what gives them their darker stripe pattern
— how this is the result of inbreeding within Simlipal’s small and isolated tiger population.

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

ATEAM of scientists has resolved the genetic
mystery of Simlipal’s so-called black tigers.
Led by Uma Ramakrishnan and her student
Vinay Sagar from the National Centre for
Biological Sciences (NCBS), Bangalore, the
study found that a single genetic mutation in
these tigers caused black stripes to broaden
or spread into the tawny background.

Tigers have a distinctive dark stripe pat-
ternonalight background of white or golden.
Arare pattern variant, distinguished by stripes
thatare broadened and fused together, is also
observed in both wild and captive popula-
tions. This is known as pseudo-melanism,
whichis different from true melanism, a con-
dition characterised by unusually high depo-
sition of melanin, a dark pigment.

While truly melanistic tigers are yet to be
recorded, pseudo-melanistic ones have been
camera-trapped repeatedly, and only, in
Simlipal, a 2,750-km tiger reserve in Odisha,
since 2007. Launched in 2017, the study was
the first attempt to investigate the genetic ba-
sis for this unusual phenotype (appearance).
Through whole-genome data and pedigree-
based association analyses from zoo tigers, the
study found that pseudo-melanism is linked
to a single mutation in Transmembrane
Aminopeptidase Q (Tagpep), a gene respon-
sible for similar traits in other cat species.

Why black tigers are rare

Mutants are genetic variations which may
occur spontaneously, but not frequently, in na-
ture. Black tiger sightings have been claimed
sporadically at least since 1773 when artist
James Forbes painted a watercolour of one
shotin Kerala. Similar claims were made from
Myanmar (1913) and China (1950s). In 1993,
aconfiscated black tiger skin of unknown ori-
ginwas displayed at Delhi’s National Museum
of Natural History.

Unfortunately, individuals of unusual ap-
pearance were sought out as a novelty by tro-
phy hunters until recently, and probably few
survived long enough to establish bloodlines.

Besides, pseudo-melanismis caused by a
recessive (hidden) gene. A cub gets two copies
of each gene from both parents, and a reces-
sive gene can show up only in the absence of
the dominant one. So, two normal-pattern
tigers carrying the recessive pseudo-
melanism gene will have to breed together
for a one-in-four probability of giving birth to
ablack cub.

But recessive genes are rare and it is un-
likely that two unrelated tigers will carry the
same one and passiton togethertoacub.Inan
ideal tiger world, where far-ranging individ-
uals are never short of choices for partners,
that makes succession of black tigers a rarity.

Under exceptional circumstances, a black

HOW INBREEDING EXPRESSES RECESSIVE TRAITS

Unrelated
Y, individual

)

Dominant trait
‘ Recessive trait

. Pseudo-melanistic

) Regular stripes

(Top) A captive pseudo-melanistic tiger and its regular sibling at Nandankanan
Biological Park; (above) a representation showing how inbreeding (left in graphic)
expresses recessive traits, unlike breeding with an unrelated individual (right).
Photo: Rajesh Kumar Mohapatra/NBP; illustration: Express

tiger may succeed as part of a very small (say,
up to five individuals) founding population
that is forced to inbreed in isolation for gen-
erations, offering the recessive gene frequent
chances to show up. As it turned out, that is
what happened at Simlipal.

The Simlipal mutants

Long before three black tigers were cam-
era-trapped in 2007, Simlipal furnished the
first confirmed record of the mutant in 1993
when atribal youth killed a pseudo-melanis-
tic tigress in self-defence. In 2018, three of
Simlipal’s eight tigers turned out black.

Pseudo-melanistic tigers are also present
in three zoos in India — Nandankanan
(Bhubaneswar), Arignar Anna Zoological Park
(Chennai)and Bhagwan Birsa Biological Park
(Ranchi) —where they were born in captivity.

All of them have ancestral links to one indi-
vidual from Simlipal.

The closest breeding tiger population to
Simlipal is around 800 km away, a distance
much longer than the average home range of
Bengal tigers (20-110 km) and their average
dispersal distance (78-124 km). Dispersals
longer than 500 km have been documented,
the study noted, but they are very rare.

While previous studies detected three ma-
jor genetic clusters within Indian tigers—
Central India, South India, and Northwest
India — the present one found that Simlipal
tigers are genetically distinct from other cen-
tral Indian populations and disconnected ata
dispersal threshold of 200 km.

The conclusion: Simlipal’s small and iso-
lated tiger population led to inbreeding and
the anomalous phenotype characterised by

wide, merged stripes. The loss of genetic di-
versity is evident from the low heterozygosity
— chances of inheriting different forms of a
particular gene from each parent — in Simlipal
(28%) compared to Central India (36%).
Consequently, mean relatedness between
Simlipal individuals (38%)is higher than those
in Central (9%) or South India (13%).

What about natural selection

Natural selection eliminates the weakest
from a gene pool, and the traits of the more
successful get passed on. Niche modelling, the
study said, shows higher frequency of
melanistic leopards in darker tropical and sub-
tropical forests than in drier open habitats.
Likewise, darker coats may confer a selective
advantage in both hunting and avoiding
hunters in Simlipal’s tropical moist deciduous
and semi-evergreen closed-canopy forest,
with a relatively darker understory.

While the present study did not have
enough data to test the hypothesis, it ob-
served that the disappearance of black tigers
from across India, where populations may
be larger and hence selection more effective,
backed the possible deleterious effects of the
mutation.

The takeaway

Simlipal is not the only example of “intense
founding bottlenecks” in endangered tiger
populations due to human-induced habitat
fragmentation. While the dangers of this iso-
lated, depleting population manifest dramat-
ically in phenotypic evolution, invisible time
bombs may be ticking in otherisland reserves.

“While tigers have recovered in some parts
of India, several populations remain small and
isolated. We predict that such populations will
be subject to genetic drift (chance events),in-
breeding and inbreeding depression (de-
creased survival). Overall, such populations
have a high chance of extinction.Ithasbeena
fascinating journey to understand pseudo-
melanism in Simlipal. Hopefully, such studies
and the insights they provide will help safe-
guard the futures of endangered species,” said
Ramakrishnan of NCBS.

Fortunately, introduction of fresh genes in
anisolated pool, depending on the number of
migrants, frequency of influx and population
size, canreverse the damage over time. While
airlifting tigers appears to be the solution of
convenience these days, there is noalternative
torestoring or maintaining natural connectiv-
ity between tiger forests in the long term.

Meanwhile, India’s northwestern tiger
population shows higher mean relatedness
between individuals (46%) and lower het-
erozygosity (22%) than even Simlipal (38%
and 28%). While Ranthambhore has been a
geneticisland for decades, tiger siblings were
handpicked from this inbred population for
repopulating Sariska. Thatis another study in
the offing.

In poet Cathy Park Hong's work, aninfluential statement for people of colour in US

PAROMITACHAKRABARTI
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

“POETS, especially Asian American female po-
ets,don’tdream about being on the Time 100
List. But it happened and I'm on the cover,”
tweeted Cathy Park Hong on Thursday, about
herinclusion in the global celebrities in Time
magazine’s annual list of 100 most influen-
tial people of the year, published this week.
The 45-year-old Korean American poet’s
searing exploration of race and minority iden-
tityina collection of essays published last year

evoked a conversation on the experiences of
people of colour in the US.

Hong’s poetry

A faculty member in the department of
English at Rutgers University, Hong first burst
onto the literary scene in 2002 with her po-
etry collection, Translating Mo'um, that won
her a Pushcart Prize, an annual literary prize
awarded to the bestin indie publishing. Since
then, Hong has published Dance Dance
Revolution (2007), which won the Barnard
Women Poets Prize,and Engine Empire(2013).

A sense of alienation is pervasive in her

Cathy Park
Young on
the Time
cover.

s Reuters

il il

poetry,in which Hong explores the duality of
her identity. In the poem ‘A Wreath of
Hummingbirds' from Engine Empire,
Hongwrites, “I suffer a different kind of lone-
liness./ In the trilling ringtones of singing/
wrens, cries of babies and ballad medleys,/
my ears, already inured by buds,/ turn to
brass.” In Dance Dance Revolution, Hong's po-
ems assume the form of transcriptions of
imaginary interviews conducted by the nar-
rator in a fictional way station called Desert,
where the flux of visitors births a language
that draws from over 300 dialects and other
language sources.

In 2018, Hong won the Windham-
Campbell Prize. She s the recipient of several
other awards including a Guggenheim
Fellowship (2015).

Minor Feelings

“Itis a unique condition that is distinctly
Asianin that some of us are economically do-
ing better than any other minority group but
we barely exist anywhere in the public eye,”
writes Hong in an essay in Minor Feelings: A
Reckoning on Race and the Asian Condition.
Published last year, the book s a collection of
seven essays that were sparked off after

New Delhi

watching the standup comedian and actor
Richard Pryor speak aboutrace on stage. Part
memoir, part interrogation, Minor Feelings is
Hong's first attempt at non-fiction that exam-
ines racial trauma and living on the margins.
As amember of a community often held up
as an immigrant success story, she writes of
having to contend with perceptions about
Asian people in Americaand struggling to find
herself mirrored in them.

The book, which won the National Book
Critics Circle Award in the autobiography cat-
egory, wasalsoafinalist at this year's Pulitzer
Prize in the general non-fiction category.
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Paralympics medal that wasn’t
still torments Vinod’s family

ANDREW AMSAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

IT'S BEEN over a week since Vinod Kumar
lost his Paralympic discus throw (F52)
bronze but his daughter still believes her
father is a Paralympic medallist. Sakshi, 7,
watched her father finish third on the live
stream but isn’t aware yet of the fiasco that
followed.

“She still thinks her father got home a
medal from Tokyo,” says Anita, Vinod’s wife

There’s no mistaking the air of grief and
anguish at the rented accommodation in
Rohtak the Kumars call home. They've gone
through an emotional roller-coaster these
past few weeks. First there was the joy of the
41-year-old setting a career best attempt of
19.91m to earn him bronze in the F52 clas-
sification of the men’s discus event in Tokyo.
But the result was put on hold for a classifi-
cation review. And after the assessment the
following morning, the panel found himin-
eligible for the F52 category.

“We had already distributed sweets to
our neighbours and were celebrating his
win,” Anita recalls. “We thought our life
would change after the medal but later that
night my husband called me to and said the
results were put on hold.”

Vinod’s call came as their home was
swarming with celebrating friends and rela-
tives. They muted the festivities, but still re-
mained hopeful. But the next day, Vinod, in
tears, called Anita to inform her that he
would not return with a medal.

“No matter how tough you are at the end
of the day, you are human. I am still shat-
tered,” says Vinod.

The moment the initial results came out,
Vinod thought his life would take a turn for
good. “Ithought Iwould finally be able to buy
a house for my children. I thought my loan
installments would be sorted and I could also
return the money I have borrowed from my
sister,” he adds.

‘No source of income’

He claims the loans, including interest,
amount to around Rs 10 lakh. The small gro-
cery store they ran near the Rohtak stadium
too has been vacated and the family cur-
rently has no source of income.

“Idon’t want to sit and think all day about
the medal that slipped from my hands, but [
want to train for Paris. I desperately need
some support or else | would be forced to quit
sports. Right now, it’s a struggle to even take
care of my family's expenses. How will I be
able to compete when [ have no source of in-
come?” says Vinod.

In 2002, while training with the Border
Security Force (BSF) in Leh, he fell off a cliff.
He required major surgery to both legs and
remained bedridden for almost a decade.

Discus thrower Vinod Kumar with wife Anita and daughters at their rented

accommodation in Rohtak, Haryana.

Andrew Amsan

EXPLAINE

Why para sports classification
isacomplex process

belong to.”

For participating in international para sports events, classification by the
International Paralympics Committee (IPC) is mandatory. It is done by a panel
comprising medical doctors, analysts, physiotherapists and other experts. For
domestic meets, classification is conducted by the Paralympics Committee of
India panel, says chairperson Satyanarayana. Classification in certain cate-
gories, especially for those with visual impairment, may change. “Sometimes,
vision improves or deteriorates. There have been cases where an athlete’s
classification changed as their condition improved after an accident.
Classification is a very complex process. Even a seasoned coach cannot tell by
looking at an athlete. In fact, even athletes can’t say for sure which class they

“After my father’s demise, the family’s re-
sponsibilities grew on me. I knew I had to do
something. [ pushed myself during my phys-
iotherapy sessions and slowly developed
some strength in my upper body,” he says.

Partner and cornerstone

In 2010 he got married to Anita who is
been his cornerstone ever since. “Without
her, I wouldn’t have been able to become a
professional athlete,” says Vinod.

The Rohtak resident’s foray into athletics
though was quite recent. It was only after he
came across a newspaper article about Rio
Paralympic silver medallist Deepa Malik in
2016 that the family was introduced to the
world of para-sports.

“We had no clue that differently-abled
people could take partin sports,” says Vinod.

He wanted to know more about para-
sports and running a small store near
Rohtak’s Rajiv Gandhi Stadium helped
his case.

Archery coach Sanjay Suhag, who used
to frequent his store guided him through the
process initially. Vinod started training for
discus at the stadium and would later rush
to the store so his wife Anita could get a little
break. The regimen continued until last year
when travelled to Bangalore for treatment.

He was twice infected with Covid-19 and
briefly lost his voice after his first bout with
the virus. "It was not easy to come back and
resume training after Covid. I have worked
really hard in the run-up to Tokyo but unfor-
tunately, this issue happened. But Idon’t live
in the past. I never have," Vinod concludes.

Now he looks towards Paris 2024.

Young Finn Virtanen stings
Prajnesh in Davis Cup opener

SHAHID JUDGE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 17

THERE WAS no urgency in his walk to the
baseline. No sign of worry either, when he
was facing a set point - instead there was a
wry smile on Otto Virtanen’s face. His
movement, even during long rallies, was
languid. He wore a baseball cap backwards
to add to the nonchalant demeanour. He
was the underdog, with nothing to lose.

Ranked 419 in the world, up against
Prajnesh Gunneswaran, ranked 165,
Virtanen was playing the opening match
for Finland in the World Group 1 Davis Cup
tie against the Indians. Serving at 5-6, 30-
40 - set point for Prajnesh - in the second
set, Virtanen, with the same air of noncha-
lance, walked to the baseline and ham-
mered down his ninth ace of the match. A
few minutes later, he closed out the match
for a shock 6-3, 7-6(1) win.

In their first-ever tie against the Finns,
India was handed a tough challenge at the
Espoo Metro Areena, around 30 km from
Helsinki. The hosts have World No. 74 Emil
Ruusuvuori, the highest-ranked singles
player in the tie. So the visitors were tar-
geting 20-year-old Virtanen, playing in only
his second Davis Cup tie, for two out of the
three points they need to advance.

It also helped the Indian cause that their
No. 1 would play Virtanen firstin the hope
that a win could put scoreboard pressure
on Ruusuvuori in the second match.

But the aggressive youngster, the son of
former Finnish Davis Cup player Pasi
Virtanen, came up with an early surprise.
He broke Prajnesh’s serve in the sixth game
of the match and never let go of the lead
thereon. It was the only break of the match,
but Virtanen did have another seven op-
portunities to break serve again. Five of
those were saved when Prajnesh was serv-
ing at4-4 in the second set.

Rising to the occasion

On his own serve, Virtanen faced just
two break points —saving both, including
the big flat ace wide when facing set point.

“It was a combination of him coming up
with the goods in the big moments, and me
not doing enough,” says Prajnesh after the
match.

“It was a pretty good match from Otto.
He served pretty well today, didn’t give
away any free points. Played pretty well
when he had the lead.”

India did have a slight advantage from
the draw with Prajnesh playing first. But
they were always running the risk of the
left-hander not being at his best. The 31-
year-old from Chennai has struggled with
wrist injuries throughout this season, and
it has affected his form as well.

“I'm not playing my sharpest, consider-
ing the fact that I've had injuries and not

i

Otto Virtanen beat Prajnesh
Gunneswaran (in pic) 6-3,7-6(1)in the
World Group 1 Davis Cup tie. PTI

In their first-ever tie against the
Finns, India was handed a
tough challenge at the Espoo
Metro Areena, around 30 km
from Helsinki. The hosts have
World No. 74 Emil Ruusuvuori,
the highest-ranked singles
player in the tie.

played too much. But every player goes
through that at some point. That’s not an
excuse for not being able to find a way to-
day,” he says.

Failing to capitalise

“Ididn’t do what I needed to today. Few
loose games here and there. I feel like I did-
n’t convert on some of the close situations.”

Virtanen though, held his own rather
well. He had a 73 per cent first serve percent-
age(55/75)-including 10 aces - compared to
Prajnesh’s 58 per cent (40/69). His service re-
mained unbroken throughout the match, in-
cluding the tie-breaker he went on to win 7-
1-where Prajnesh committed four unforced
errors. In only his third Davis Cup match, the
youngster from Hyvinkaa has picked up the
biggest win in his career over a player once
ranked as high as 75 in the world.

The Indians had hoped to get the open-
ing point of the tie, which the Finns have
claimed. World No. 187 Ramkumar
Ramanathan was up against Ruusuvuoriin
an attempt to even things up before the
sole doubles rubber and reverse singles
matches on Saturday.

A red carpet
welcome as
Raducanu
back in Britain

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 17

SHE'S BEEN on American talk shows, at-
tended the Met Gala, ticked off a "bucket list"
item by visiting the New York Stock
Exchange, and chatted to Formula One
champion Lewis Hamilton — a major deal for
a big motorsports fan.

As for top soccer coach Jurgen Klopp, who
manages Premier League team Liverpool, he
hasdescribed heras the "talent of the century."

Emma Raducanu's life has been turned
upside down since winning the U.S. Open ti-
tle as an 18-year-old qualifier and, nearly a
week later, she's still struggling to get to grips
with what has happened.

"Sometimes," she said Friday, "I just have
random bursts where I think, 'Oh my God, I
justwon the US. Open,' and then I go about
as normal as if nothing has happened.”

Watching the final for the first time on
Thursday — the day she returned to Britain
after a whirlwind few days in New York,
and trying to relive a few of the moments
from her 6-4 6-3 win over Canadian oppo-
nent Leylah Fernandez made it all sinkina
bit more. Almost.

Victory yet to sink in

"When [ was watching it, it almost feels
like that that's not me who is playing, who is
pulling off some of those shots," she told the
BBC. Her win on Saturday turned her into a
superstar overnight, putting her in demand
in the United States.

Everyone wanted a piece of her, with
Chanel inviting her to the Met Gala, where
she joined a throbbing crowd of celebrities
and fashion designers in New York. That was
her highlight of the past few days, especially
since she met Hamilton there.

"He is such a great inspiration," she said.

The same can now be said of the down-
to-earth Raducanu, who had taken 18
months off from tennis to finish her high
school education because her parents wanted
her to have something to fall back on.

One of the subjects she studied was eco-
nomics and her parents work in finance,
explaining why the trip to the NYSE meant
so much.

The message she wants to get across is:
Dream big and work hard, no matter what
your background is.

"Even if it's not tennis, even if it's other
dreams like in school and being a doctor or
anything like that ? dream big and anything
can happen," she told Sky Sports. "And for
tennis, I just want to get across you can be a
normal kid, go to school, have all the normal
things and still achieve results."

CROSSWORD 4538

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

ACROSS

1 Amazed by adishonest
arrangement (10)

6 Polishes grates (4)

10 Right - or in the French wrong
(5)

11 Out to make one uneasy?

DOWN

1 Billjoins me at the summit (4)

2 Customarily it's no walkover
for the bride (9)

3 Only order northern fabric (5)

4 Evilruler foundering (7)

5 Nurse in bizarre sex case holds

(3,24) out(7)
12 City that could become an US 7 Vessel designed to sink itself
icon(8) and others (1-4)

13 Nominally involved in a court
case(5)

15 I call round on pressing
business(7)

17 The head cleaner (7)

19 No gentleman loses his life on

8 Theygoonfast; justonwater(10)

9 Cat’s coatin far from smooth
condition (8)

14 Give the players the wrong
time? (10)

16 Hibernian leads a machine
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

LIBRA (Sept 24 - Oct 23)

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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You can follow your
dreams and take one
further step into
enabling a special

fantasy to become a reality. You

may also be tempted to cancel a

social engagement, perhaps

because a quiet life suddenly
begins to look more attractive.

Think twice, though, because

you might regret it.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
There's still alot of
@ more thanyou're
ready for. But what
important is that you devote
more time to social gatherings.
become one of those special
friends with whom you share a

pressure around,
seems to be increasingly
Anew acquaintance could soon
deep emotional bond.

Professional
@ career ambitions, but
leisure pursuits which are
be recognised for your real skills,

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Geminians will be
preoccupied with

those of you taking time off

should involve yourselves in
competitive and could lead to
status and prestige. You want to
that's no less than you deserve.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

Stay busy and make

sure that other
people are quite
happy with your

every move. There seem to be
one or two chores which have
unfortunately been left

undone, and which are now a

matter of urgency.

Romantically, it will do you

good to be closeted alone with

aloved one.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
Never imagine that
private and personal
changes are over,
justbecause the

situation has calmed down.

Everything that happens

contributes to a fund of

experience that will stand you
invery good stead in the future.

Besides, a critical financial point

is now in the past.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
Family affairs require
your attention, and
the discussions you
had earlierinthe

week should help you to deal

with relations' little complaints,
as well as their hopes. In love,
your expectations will be high
and getting higher. But will they
be too high for any mere mortal
to meet? Perhaps.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Youreally have a
very remarkable
mind, even though it
often goes

unnoticed by your less

sensitive friends and family
members. One of your major
qualities is an ability to
persuade other people that you
are in the right. This is a gift you
should now cultivate.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
You have every right
to feel proud of the
way you have
handled recent
emotional upsets,
but only if you have held back
from accusing other people.
There is no point in attributing
blame in these situations, and it
would be better to focus on
finding reasonable solutions.
@ Now that the
aligned with your
while. It's not just a matter of
also take control of situations

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Moon is
constructively

sign you can afford to be

complacent at least fora

putting your feet up, though.

Much to your credit, you may

which other people just seem

unwilling, or unable, to handle.

the golf course (7) operator a lively dance (5,3) r Long-distance
21 Iwill be bound to feature a lot 18 Bill is brought to heel by what MOM AND «+-BUT THEY'RE &
in hi i i DAD AREN'T ALREADY contacts are
in his conversation (7) things cost (5,4) important so, if you
22 Record score (5) 20The Spanish man at the centre STARTIMG TS are travelling'tod ay
24 lnsec_t that ig dissected gives isa politician (7) ) E SHOaN SOME you should be well in touch
precise details (8) 21 Doesn’t make a message plain (7) STRESS O with your stars and, if you're
27 Notimpressed (9) 23 Largely drank up a store of E ACES not, goahead and H‘lake plans
28 Fish around in wet conditions (5) supplies (5) ) ] for the future. Keep an eye on
29 Agreat sea power (4) ) 25 Make pottery of potential ¥ legal questions, by the way, for
30 The hour is near at hand for its worth(5) g you don't want to overlook
owner (10) 26 Legend ever in my thoughts (4) _{. vital details while you have
Solutions Crossword 4537: Across: Letdrop, 5 Incur, 8 Transport, 9 Neb, 10 Pack, E the chance.
12 Round off, 14 Daniel, 15 Medals, 17 Skipping, 18 Stun, 21 Apt, 22 Redbreast, _
24 Ruddy, 25 Secrete. Down: 1 Litup, 2 Tea, 3 Rash, 4 Proton, 5 Intended, 6 Consonant, E LEO(uly 2;1\ bA“g %3)
7 Rebuffs, 11 Convicted, 13 Hen party, 14 Despair, 16 Anodes, 19 Nitre, 20 Eric, 23 Awe. ] @ tOut [o) d
5 o extravagance an
self-indulgence
should be well-
deserved, sodon't
J U MBLED WO RD S - hold yourself back. You know
Difficulty Level 3s N~ better than anyone thatyou
Instructions | 418 (0] = deserve a reward after all your
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, | | | | ) B141512|1(9|7|6 3 recent struggles. Perhaps, in
therespective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get © everydigitfrom1to9 3 2|9 < g 1 3 1 gl7 | 4 | = 1lzle time, other people will realise
the answer for the given quip. musta i hofth = | | | I -} i iR | | o | | itaswell.
© ° . o i o ppear in each of the I.'- 2 > 1 1
Wishnotsomuchtolive__astolive__-Benjamin Franklin (4,.,4) n I o ey S 1 E [ i" 8 B | 3 4 89 &K VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sept 23)
< each of the nine horizontal 1 | ] 5 a Tl1ld|sle|glals 2 Youare bound to be
CPUEO EMOSLN > rows andineachofthe 3 ] c ! n Wl ? . 9 2 S5 EL AT e R o el [ R B pulledintwo
.I . Y nine boxes. | | - | n 2|8 | 39 5(4|8.1 7 dlrectt_lonsu butif
: { AR R Y T emotionally, buti
8 & |9 8| g g{5|8[1/7]2({314|6 you realise exactly why your
- | | | A desires are so contradictory,
HOYLL AlISGW a Difficulty Level ] e E :_f_1_'_ - 2 391 ? | 318127 4 you'll be well-prepared for the
. 1s=Very easy; 2s=Easy; ilal7 g | ) 4812|519 |76{3 |1 personal changes that are on
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; | | | } = a I ?' | g | the way. Oh, and don't blame
5s=VeryHard; 6s = 82149 o flG4(2/1]5(8 9 other people for problems of
UIP[UBL] UNUEUSg - [[SM SAI] 01 SB SUO[ JAI[ 03 YINW 0S J0U YSIA “Jomsuy Genius 0 yourown making.
MVSOI[‘NINTTOS ‘ATIOH ‘4dN0D NOLLNTOS
INEE EE INEE .




WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

16

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY,SEPTEMBER 18,2021

SPORT

RACIST CHANTS COMPLAINT

AC Milan filed a complaint with the Italian Soccer Federation’s
prosecutors office on Friday over racist chants from Lazio fans
during last weekends win over the Roman club. AP

Trouble brewing
in La Liga over
investment deal

REUTERS
SEPTEMBER17

BARCELONA, Real Madrid and Athletic Bilbao
all announced on Friday that they were chal-
lenging LaLiga's private equity investment
deal with CVC.

'Boost LaLiga', which was ratified last
month by 38 of 42 clubs across Spain's top
two divisions and is worth a reported 2.2 bil-
lion euros ($2.58 billion), means CVC would
receive 11% of revenue from television rights
over the next 50 years in exchange for pour-
ing money into LaLiga.

The fourth club to reject the measure was
second division side Oviedo, however they
have since changed their stance and come
on board with the project.The vast majority
of the cash s to be given to clubs to spend on
new infrastructure and modernisation proj-
ectsas well as increasing how much they can
spend on players."Athletic Club, E.C.
Barcelona and Real Madrid C.F. wish to an-
nounce that they have contested the resolu-
tion adopted by the LaLiga Assembly on 12
August 2021, in relation to the deal between
LaLiga and CVC," a joint statement read.

"The agreement violates the provisions
of the applicable regulations (and in partic-
ular, the Royal Decree-Law 5/2015) and it was
adopted within the framework of a proce-
dure thatis grossly irregular and disrespect-
ful to the minimum guarantees required for
these purposes, especially in a deal of such
importance and scope."

Real last month announced they would
launch civil and criminal lawsuits against the
president of La Liga, Javier Tebas, and the
chief of CVC Capital Partners, Javier de Jaime
Guijarro over the proposed deal.Barca of-
fered a further explanation of their stance:
"The Club's Economic Committee presented
astudy that concluded the agreement made
no sense for Barcelona, not for its cost, nor
the remuneration it would receive, the du-
ration or the kind of obligations that it en-
tails," a separate statement read.

"It's surprising they're challenging some-
thing that doesn't actually affect them. They
would only benefit from the growth of LaLiga
in the coming years," a LaLiga spokesman
told Reuters.

"LaLiga has the support for the agreement
from 39 of the 42 clubs that make up the
league. We will continue working with CVC
on this project, which we are confident is
good for LaLiga and the clubs."The challenge
demonstrates that these three clubs are at-
tempting to prevent growth for the other
clubs in the league.”

Juve’s $247mn loss

Net loss at Juventus more than doubled in
its2020-21 financial year to 209.9 million eu-
105 ($247 million), its highest on record, as rev-
enue plummeted due to closed-door matches
amid the coronavirus crisis, the soccer club
said.In a statement on Friday, Italy's Juventus
added it would finish the 2021-22 financial
year, which will still be heavily affected by the
pandemic, with a "significant loss".

"The group's economic performance is
expected to improve significantly starting
from the 2022-23 financial year," the club
said.Controlled by Exor, the holding com-
pany of the Agnelli family, Juventus reported
a 16% revenue fall to 480.7 million euros in
the twelve months ending June 30.0perating
costs at the Turin-based club rose to 449.3
million euros compared with 414.1 million,
while financial debt stood rose marginally to
389.2 million euros from 385.2 million eu-
ros the previous year.

Last month Juventus agreed to sell 36-
year old soccer star Cristiano Ronaldo to
European rivals Manchester United, as part of
an effort to curb costs and rejuvenate its
squad.Ronaldo's departure capped a tumul-
tous year for Juventus, which promoted a
failed attempt to set a breakaway Super
league with other top European clubs.

FALSIFYING FACTS

B New Zealand pulled out of their limited overs tour of
Pakistan, just minutes before the first ODI in Rawalpindi,

after a security alert.
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M The series comprised three ODIs and five T20
Internationals. The England and Wales Cricket Board is
reconsidering sending teams next month to Pakistan.

=

W PCB’s newly-appointed chairman Rameez Raja, the
former batsman, hit out at New Zealand Cricket for not
giving out more details about the security threat.

SANDIPG
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AUSSIE STARRING FOR SINGAPORE
Tim David, 25

COUNTRY: SINGAPORE

Allrounder (RCB)

g Repeatedly snubbed by his
il home state, Western Australia,
David chose to play for the coun-
try of his birth, Singapore. He be-

- came a spontaneous superstar
with his big-hitting prowess, which didn’t
escape the eyes of the Big Bash League scouts.
So before playing a single first-class or List A
game, David fetched a Perth Scorchers con-
tract. More lucrative deals followed; Lahore
Qalandars, St. Lucia Kings, Hobart
Hurricanes, Southern Brave (the Hundred
champions), and now Royal Challengers
Bangalore. In between, he bargained a lim-
ited-overs cricket deal with Surrey. He em-
bodies all the virtues the shortest format re-
quires: The knack to tee off from the get-go,
the ability to sustain momentum and a
strong and accurate throwing arm. He boasts
a T20 strike rate of 154 in 61 games and an
average of 36, which means he hits well and
scores consistently.

90MPH, SHORT RUN-UP
George Garton, 24
COUNTRY: ENGLAND

Bowling allrounder (RCB)

& Aside-onfreeze-frame of his fol-
low-through resembles that of
South Africa’s left-arm wrist-
spinner Paul Adams. But
Garton’s anything but a spinner,
someone who consistently clocks above
90mph from an explosive leap from a rela-
tively short run-up. He was earmarked for
Test cricket, and picked as a standby for the
Ashes 2017-18, but for a side strain, he picked
when lifting his cricket kit from the airport
carousel. He lost two years of progression but
returned revitalised and with an eye on fran-

Hidden gems

Some have raw talent, others hail from cricketing outposts; a look at some newcomers who can sparkle in IPL-13

chise cricket.

Garton joined the T10 league, where he
emerged as the highest wicket-taker. He
threw his hat in the Hundred ring, where too
he was in irrepressible form, propelling
Southern Brave to the title with his 10 wickets.
While he has not lost any of his speed and the
rare gift to seam the ball back into the right-
hander, the Sussex man has added more
strings to his bow, the veritable T20 staple like
slow bouncers and cutters. But it's pace that
thrills him, and it’s the pace that could be his
USP on the dead tracks of the UAE.

TEACHER’S HELP, YORKER EXPERT
NathanEllis, 26

COUNTRY: AUSTRALIA

Pace bowler (Punjab Kings)

= He produced a six-for on his
Sheffield Shield debut, a five-
for on Marsh Cup debut,
before plucking a hat-trick in
his first game for Australiain a
T20 International against Bangladesh.

Before the big break, he persisted with
cricket by doing part-time jobs as a labourer
inHobart, as a furniture removalist, and then
as a teacher’s help in a school for boys with
learning difficulties. It was then that
Tasmania coach Adam Griffith spotted him
during a club game and invited him for tri-
als. He was impressed by Ellis’ supple wrists
and the ability to swing the Kookaburra ball
on hard, dead tracks of Australia. He added
a pinpoint yorker and a cleverly-disguised
back-of-the-hand slower ball, shed his pace-
height inferiority complex and began his real
cricketing journey.

JACKOF ALLTRADES

Glenn Phillips, 24

COUNTRY: NEW ZEALAND
Wicketkeeper-batsman (RR)

Daniel Vettori calls him a total
cricketer. A post-modern
stroke-maker, a polished
gloveman, an acrobatic slip-
fielder and an efficient off-

‘HARDEST HITTER’

Liam Livingstone, 28
COUNTRY: ENGLAND

Batting allrounder (RR)

He could bowl both leg-
breaks and off-breaks,
depending on whether
the batsman is left or
right-handed, but it’s
his destructive batting
that has made Livingstone a coveted
franchise-cricket entity. He first hit the
headlines — at 21, days after dropping
out of university, saying he cannot fo-
cus on academics because of cricket
— when he pillaged 350 off 138 balls
(34 foursand 27 sixes)inaclub game.
Thereon, he climbed the rungs of the
game swiftly, eventually making his
England debut last year, despite their
riches of all-round quality in the
shorter formats.

Andy Flower is convinced that he’s
the hardest hitter of the cricket ball he
had ever seen.

spinner who could bowl flat and skid the
ball off the surface, a skill both his
franchise and country would look to
harness over the coming months in the
UAE. But it’s Phillips’ batsmanship that is
expected to make headlines. He has
arrived in the desert with a spring of runs.
In a Caribbean Premier League match, he
cuffed nine sixes (and two fours) on his
way to an unbeaten 80 from just 39 balls.
His boundary-hitting instinct is immense
—every fifth ball he faces is struck for a six
or four in T20 cricket, in which he
brandishes a strike rate of 144.

LANKA’S RASHID
WaninduHasaranga, 24
COUNTRY: SRILANKA

Spin bowling-allrounder (RCB)

When Hasaranga was growing up, he

wanted to turn the ball as preco-
ciously as his idol Muttiah
Muralitharan. But he chose leg-
spinand evolved into a modern-
day, shorter-format exponent. A
leg-spinner in the Rashid Khan mould, swap-
ping flight and turn for flatness, control, skid
and variations, confounding and frustrating
batsmen with change of angles, pace and re-
lease points.

The methods are working, as he is second
to Tabraiz Shamsi in the ICC T20 bowlers’
rankings. Like Rashid, Hasaranga can open
the bowling, apply the squeeze in the mid-
dle overs and stifle batsmen at the death.
With a T20 economy rate of 6.39 and an av-
erage of 15, it’s a mystery why he had gone
unsold in the auction.

It took his three-wicket burst against
IndiainJuly to catch the eyes of the franchise
— there apparently was a four-way tussle to
avail his services.

MASTER AT SECOND GUESSING
Ben Dwarshuis, 27

COUNTRY: AUSTRALIA

Seamer (DC)

Earlier, it was his surname that
caught the attention, then his
moustache, and now it’s his
bowling that’s garnering
admiration.

Not an express bowler, he is most reputed
for his accuracy and cleverness, his yorker
and cutters, the innate ability to second-
guess a batsman’s mind, serenity under
duress, and wicket-taking knack.

Only Daniel Sams has taken more wick-
ets than Dwarshuis over the past three BBL
seasons, only Sams has taken more wickets
at the death, and his economy rate of 6.62
in the Powerplays is the best during that
period. And all of these, he does with a cou-
ple of screws and wires wrapped around his
back after a succession of stress injuries. Like
the other Dutch-Australian cricketer, Dirk
Nannes, he is deliberating to turn up for the
country of his origin, if the wait gets longer
for an Australia cap.

— BRIEFLY ——

Bidhuri beaten by
Sachininfirstround

Bellary: Former world championships
bronze-winner Gaurav Bidhuri (57kg)
bowed out after a first-round loss in
the men's National Boxing
Championships here on Friday, up-
staged by Haryana's Sachin. Sachin
was up against one of the strongest
contenders for the title in Gaurav
(Railways Sports Promotion Board)
and came out triumphant by a 4-1
margin. Another Haryana pugilistand
South Asian Games champion Ankit
Khatana made his way into the 75kg
quarter-finals after he out-punched
Himachal Pradesh's Dharm Pal in
unanimous victory. Telangana's Savio
Dominic Michael (54kg) and Goa's
Ashok Patil (67kg) too progressed to
the last-eight stage with identical 4-
1 victories. While Savio defeated
Jharkhand's Krishna Jora, Ashok Patil
got the better of Himachal Pradesh's
Mohan Chander. Chandigarh's
Kuldeep Kumar (48kg) and Sachin
were among the other boxers to make
progress on the third day of the
Championships. PTI

Parul wins second
goldat Open Ntls

Warangal: Parul Chaudhary of Railways
won her second gold medal beating
Maharashtra's Komal Chandrakant
Jagdaleinthe women's 3000m steeple-
chase final in the 60th National Open
Athletics Championships at the
Jawaharlal Nerhu Stadium in
Hanamkonda here on Friday. Though
Ram Baboo (Uttar Pradesh) was cred-
ited with the only national record-
breaking performance when he won
the men's 35kmrace walkin2 hours46
minutes and 31 seconds, it was the
women's 3000m steeplechase that
made for great viewing for the goodly
crowd that turned up. Railways' B
Aishwarya claimed the women's long
jump crown with an opening leap of
6.52m that propelled heramong the top
jumpers in the country. For someone
whose previous best effort was over
6.25m on January 3, 2020 and the best
this season was 6.16m in the Railways
trials, the 24-year old will have pleas-
antly surprised fans of athletics. PTI

Relief for Australian
swimmer Shayna

New Delhi: Australian swimmer
Shayna Jack was cleared Thursday to
resume her competitive career after
a doping case that forced her to miss
the Tokyo Olympics. The Court of
Arbitration for Sport said it rejected
appeals by the World Anti-Doping
Agency and Sport Integrity Australia,
who called for a four-year ban instead
of the two years she finished serving
in July. Jack had "on the balance of
probabilities, established that she did
not intentionally or recklessly con-
sume the prohibited substance,” the
court said in a statement. Jack tested
positive for the anabolic agent ligan-
drol ahead of the 2019 world cham-
pionships. The 22-year-old swimmer,
a four-time medalist in relays at the
2017 worlds, denied doping and
blamed a contaminated supplement.
An Australian sports tribunal had rec-
ommended a four-year ban before
she took the case to a previous CAS
process to resolve. That eventual two-
year ban was challenged by the two
anti-doping bodies. "After a2 year and
3 month battle, I have finally received
my final decision that my appeal case
has been dismissed by the Court of
Arbitration," Jack said. AP

A chess pioneer sues, saymg she was slighted in The Queen’s Gambit

MATTSTEVENS
SEPTEMBER17

IN THE final episode of “The Queen’s
Gambit,” the wildly popular Netflix series,
an announcer delivers chess play-by-play
and commentary while the show’s fictional
heroine, portrayed by Anya Taylor-Joy, com-
petes in a climactic tournament in Moscow.

“The only unusual thing about her, really,
is her sex, and even that’s not unique in
Russia,” the announcer intones, as a woman
watching the match comes into focus.
“There’s Nona Gaprindashvili, but she’s the
female world champion and has never faced
men.”

The series is fiction, but there is a real pi-
oneering chess champion named Nona
Gaprindashvili, the first woman to be named
a grandmaster. Now 80 years old and living
in Thilisi, Georgia, she was pained to learn
that the television show had erased her
many successes against male opponents. (A

1968 headline in The New York Times, for in-
stance, reads, “Chess: Miss Gaprindashvili
Beats 7 Men in a Strong Tourney.”)

So on Thursday, Ms. Gaprindashvili filed
a lawsuit against Netflix in Federal District
Courtin Los Angeles, seeking millions of dol-
lars in damages for what the suit claims is a
“devastating falsehood, undermining and
degrading her accomplishments before an
audience of many millions” and calling for
the line about her not facing men to be re-
moved.

“They were trying to do this fictional
character who was blazing the trail for other
women, when inreality [ had already blazed
the trail and inspired generations,” Ms.
Gaprindashvili said in a recent video inter-
view arranged by her lawyers, speaking in
Georgian, which was translated to English
by her grandson. “That’s the irony.”

Netflix said that it greatly respected Ms.
Gaprindashvili but that it believed her claim
was without merit. “Netflix has only the ut-
most respect for Ms. Gaprindashvili and her

Inthe popular fictional series, an announcer says the then world champion Nona
Gaprindashvili never faced men, which the player says is false.

illustrious career, but we believe this claim
has no merit and will vigorously defend the
case,” the company said in a statement.

As the 25-page complaint details, Ms.
Gaprindashvili did, in fact, play against many
highly skilled male champions over the
course of her career, including before the
episode in question takes place. The suit
claims that the line that she had “never faced
men” caused professional harm to Ms.
Gaprindashvili, who continues to compete
in senior chess tournaments, and notes that
“The Queen’s Gambit” was viewed in more
than 62 million households in the first month
afterits release.

“This was an insulting experience,” Ms.
Gaprindashvili said during the hourlong in-
terview, when she could not resist at times
enthusiastically recounting some of her most
memorable chess matches and victories.
“This is my entire life that has been crossed
out, as though it is not important,” she said.

The lawsuit alleges that Netflix “brazenly
and deliberately lied about Gaprindashvili’s

achievements for the cheap and cynical pur-
pose of ‘heightening the drama’ by making
itappear thatits fictional hero had managed
to do what no other woman, including
Gaprindashvili, had done.”

The complaint added that “ina story that
was supposed to inspire women by showing
ayoung woman competing with men at the
highest levels of world chess, Netflix humil-
iated the one real woman trail blazer who
had actually faced and defeated men on the
world stage in the same era.”

“The Queen’s Gambit,” based on the 1983
novel by Walter Tevis, became what Netflix
described as its biggest limited scripted series
ever. The series won two Golden Globes ear-
lier this year and has garnered 18 Emmy
Awards and nominations; there are plans for
ittobe adapted into a stage musical. And, just
as Ms. Gaprindashvili has been doing for
years through her game play and example,
the series has inspired more women to take
up chess while also renewing concerns about
sexismin the game. NYT
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