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KEYSIGNAL INVIDEOMESSAGE

TalibandeputyheadinDohamentions
tradewithIndiathroughPakistan

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, AUGUST29

INWHATisbeingseenasasignal
toIndia,amemberoftheTaliban
leadershipinQatarhassaidthat
India is “very important for this
subcontinent”andthathisgroup
wantstocontinueAfghanistan's
“cultural”, “economic”, “politi-
cal” and “trade ties” with India
“like in thepast”.
This overture wasmade by

SherMohammadAbbas Stane-
kzai,deputyheadofTaliban’sof-
fice in Doha, in a carefully
scripted statement that he read
out in Pashto in a 46-minute
video message broadcast
Saturday on the group's social
media platforms and Afghanis-
tan'sMilli Television.
Thesignalissignificantgiven

thatPakistanholds the levers to
the Taliban, and Islamabad and
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NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI, AUGUST29

ASINDIAmadefranticefforts to
evacuate diplomatic and other
personnel at its Embassy, and
other Indians and Afghans over

a tense twodays after the fall of
Kabul on August 15, among
thosecriticaltothenegotiations
for safe passage for the Indian
convoyfromtheEmbassytothe
airport—besidestheAmericans
—weretwohigh-profileAfghan
politicianswho are currently in
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To evacuate, Delhi dialled
Karzai, Abdullah, Moscow

‘We did something
bigger thanwinning
amedal, we created a

legacy.Will be
connected to India

mywhole life’
SJOERDMARIJNE
FORMERCOACH, INDIAN
WOMEN’SHOCKEYTEAM
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SUKHBIRSIWACH
CHANDIGARH,AUGUST29

ADAYafterKarnalsub-divisional
magistrate Ayush Sinha was
caughtoncamerainstructingpo-
licetobeatfarmerprotestersand
to not let anyone breach the se-
curitycordonwithouta“broken
head”, Haryana Deputy Chief
MinisterDushyantChautalasaid
the governmentwould take ac-
tionagainst theofficer.
“I am pained at yesterday’s

incident...that statements that
do not meet the ethical stan-
dards of an IAS officer, were
given by an IAS officer. Action
will be initiated against him...,”
Chautala said at a press confer-
ence inChandigarhonSunday.
“Fromthewaythestatement

isbeingmade in thevideo, I feel
that he does not fulfill the oath
thatanofficer takes tomaintain
ethical standards.Uske oopar jo
karyawahihogiwohsarkarzaroor
karegi(Thegovernmentwillcer-
tainly take suitable action
againsthim),”Chautala said.
In an apparent reference to

the officer's statement that “we
have not slept for the entire
night”, Chautala said: “He (the
officer)probablydoesnotknow
that the farmer also can’t sleep
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Day after, Haryana
Dy CM: SDM who
said break farmers’
heads will face action

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST29

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
SinghonSundaysaidthecease-
fire with Pakistan has held be-
causeof India’s “strength”.
WithoutnamingPakistanor

China,hesaidthatIndiawasfac-
ing its adversaries with a new
dynamism.
“Ifaceasefireissuccessfulto-

day, it isbecauseofourstrength.
In 2016, cross-border strikes
changed our reactionarymind-
set into a proactive mindset,
whichwasfurtherstrengthened
bytheBalakotairstrikein2019,”
Singh said at the Defence
Services Staff College in
Wellington.
“The belief that Indiawould

not only end terrorism on its
ownlandbutalsonothesitateto
conduct counter-terrorism op-
erationsontheirlandifneededis
gradually becoming stronger,”
he said, and commended the
armed forces for defeating the
neighbour“whichhasbeentar-
getingournation”.

Singhsaidtheneighbourthat
had lost to India in 1965 and
1971 cannotwage a “frontwar”
because it doesnothave the ca-
pacity — and for that reason, it
resortsto“proxywar,andterror-
ismhasbecomeanintegralpart
of their statepolicy”.
“Ever since our country be-

came independent, it has been
theeffortof theopposing forces
tocreateanatmosphereof insta-
bility within the country
throughoneortheothermeans.
If we look at the history of the
last 75 years, it seems that we
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Ceasefire is successful
due to India’s strength;
new dynamism against
enemies, says Rajnath

KarnalSub-
Divisional
Magistrate
AyushSinha Sher

Mohammad
Abbas
Stanekzai

TheUSsaid itconductedanairstrikeonavehiclecarrying
“multiple” IslamicState“suicidebombers”headingtowards
theKabulairportonSunday.AP REPORT.PAGE 12

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,AUGUST29

AFTERPUTTINGtheBJPinaspot
by seeking an inquiry in the
Pegasus spyware issue and
teamingupwithrivalRJDtode-
mand a caste census, key ally
JD(U) turned up the heat on its
alliance partner Sunday by ask-

ing for an NDA coordination
committeeat thestateandcen-
tral levels to “discuss several is-

sueswedifferon”.
Thepartyalsopassedareso-

lution at its national council
meeting that Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar has “all
the qualities” that a Prime
Minister shouldhave.
Speakingtoreportersafterthe

councilmeeting, JD(U) principal
general secretary and national
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JD(U) turns up heat on BJP, wants NDA
panel, says Nitish has ‘all qualities of PM’

THIS IS theTaliban’s first
outreach to India since the
groupcapturedpower
twoweeksago.Awary
Delhiwill, however,wait
andwatch fordemonstra-
blebehaviouron the
ground inAfghanistan
that showsgood faithby
theTaliban, including its
treatmentofAfghanswho
haveworkedwith India.

Tracking
actions
ongroundE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, AUGUST29

FOR 18 months now, Bhanu
Upadhyay,apostdoctoralfellow
atIITBombay,hasbeenrunning
around for an Aadhaar card.
After many calls to toll-free
numbers, e-mails, and visits to
applicationcentres,theAadhaar
application of the 33-year-old
Nepali-originresidentofAssam
is “still underprocess”.
Upadhyay, who hails from

Abhongpathar, a remote village
inGolaghatdistrict,managedto
work around the need for the
unique identification number.
“But it’s giving me sleepless
nightsnowsinceIwillbeapply-
ingforjobsatcentralinstitutions
whichwon’tacceptmyapplica-
tionwithoutAadhaar,”hesays.
Upadhyay is not alone.

Around eight lakh people who
provided their biometrics, and
also made it to the National
Register of Citizens (NRC) pub-
lished on August 31, 2019, are
struggling to get Aadhaar, and
worryaboutbenefitslinkedtoit.

In all, 27 lakh people had regis-
tered their biometrics, but 19
lakh of these did not find their
names in theNRC.
State government officials

reckon it is a “unique problem”
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

2 yrs of Assam NRC: Lakhs make
it to list, but struggle for Aadhaar

About8 lakhwhogavebiometricswaiting forAadhaar. File

ARANYASHANKAR
NEWDELHI, AUGUST29

“JIHADI TERRORISM” is the only
formof“fundamentalist-religious
terrorism”, and Communist
regimes in the erstwhile Soviet
Union andChinawere the “pre-
dominant state-sponsors of ter-
rorism” that influenced “radical
Islamicstates”.
Thesearesomeofthekeyas-

sertions in a new course on
counter-terrorismforengineer-
ingstudentspursuingadualde-
gree programme at Jawaharlal
NehruUniversity (JNU).
The optional course, titled

‘CounterTerrorism,Asymmetric
Conflicts and Strategies for
Cooperation among Major
Powers’, was cleared during a
meetingonAugust17oftheuni-
versity'sAcademicCouncil.
Thecoursewill beoffered to

students pursuing anMSwith
specialisation in International
Relations after a BTech in
Engineering—onlineclassesfor
themonsoon semester start on
September20.
TheCouncilistheuniversity's

highest decision-making body
for academic programmes. Its
clearance for the course will
have to be endorsed by the
Executive Council, which de-
cides onmanagement and ad-
ministrative issues, as part of
procedure.
One of the new course's

modules,titled‘Fundamentalist-
religious Terrorism and its
Impact’,states:“Fundamentalist
-religiousinspiredterrorismhas
playedavery critical anddomi-
nant role in the spawning of
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In new JNU
course, ‘jihadi
violence’ is
only form of
‘fundamentalist
religious terror’

Says ‘changingequations’ in
Afghanistana ‘challenge’. PTI

India important,want tomaintain
ties: Taliban leadership inQatar
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WITHOUTRAM,
AYODHYA ISNOT
AYODHYA, SAYS
PRESIDENT
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Maynotbe
inrace for
PM,says
party
resolution
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Whatdoes thereturn
of theTalibanmeanfor
sports inAfghanistan?
WiththeTalibanreturningtopowerafter
20years, just likeeverythingelse in
Afghanistan, the futureof sports inthe
countryremainshighlyuncertain. In the
past theTalibanhaspromotedmen’s
cricket,butwill itdosothis timeaswell?

DOWNLOADAPP

VIBRANTMURAL IN KOLKATA’SNEWTOWNCAPTURESTHECITY IN ALL ITSGLORY
LedbyartistSayanMukherjee,agroupof10paintersandillustratorshaveconjuredupthecaptivating
artworkin justtendays

TECH ENTERTAINMENT

LENOVOASIAPACIFIC
GAMINGLEAD

IanTantalkedabout
theuptakeofbudget
gamingPCs

W
EB

EX
CL
U
SI
VE

SCANTHISQRCODETO
DOWNLOADTHEAPP

‘YOUWEAR ITASYOUR
OWNSKIN’

Wetakea lookathow
stuff fromMoneyHeist
werefoundinprotests

■VISUAL STORIES

■ DAILY BRIEFING

■ PODCASTS

■ CUSTOMIZABLE
NEWS EXPERIENCE

IndianExpress
★★★★★■4.6

Rajnath Singh
have inherited the challenges,”
theMinistersaid.
But India’s paradigm for na-

tionalsecurityhasnowchanged,
hesaid.“Iamhappytosaythatwe
havemademajorchangestoour
security policies... Under a new
dynamic,wehavemadeouratti-
tudeagainstterrorismproactive.”
Despite the challenges at

India’s borders, “the common
man is confident that therewill
benocompromiseonIndia'sna-
tionalsecurity”,Singhsaid.
“Thebeliefgraduallybecame

stronger, that Indiawould not
only end terror on its own land,
butwouldnot hesitate to attack
ontheirlandifneeded,”hesaid.
Speakingaboutthenearly16-

month standoff with China in
eastern Ladakh,which began in
May 2020, Singh said: “In the
northern sector too, last year a
unilateral attemptwasmade to
changethestatusquoonthebor-
der.”But“here toowehavegone
fromourold response toourad-
versarytoanewdynamic”.
Singhsaidthattoday,“theen-

emynolongerneedstoenterthe
border”, and can “also target our
security apparatus fromoutside
theborder”. The “alignmentand
realignmentofglobalpowersadd
toalreadychangingsecuritychal-
lenges”.
On Afghanistan, where the

Talibanarebackinpowerafter20
years, Singh said “the changing
equations” presented a “chal-
lenge”. These “circumstances
have forced every country to
think on its strategy today”, he
said,addingthattheQuadrilateral
SecurityDialogue, orQuad, “has
beenformedkeepingthesethings
inmind”.
“Militarypower, trade, com-

munication,economy,andpolit-
icalequations,thischangecanbe
clearlyseeninallareas.Inthisera
of globalisation, with these
changes happening all over the
world, no nation should be left
untouched;Iunderstandit isnot
possible,”hesaid.
“Keeping our security pre-

paredness inproportiontothese
changes, or should I say a step
aheadofthat,becomesourneed,
notourachievement...Thechange
in the security paradigm over
timeistherealityof today.
“Todealwiththesechallenges,

continuously strengthening our
preparedness,andmakingstrong
strategies is not just theneedof
thehour,butitisalsoademand.”

Karnal SDM
for200outof365nights...Theuse
ofsuchlanguagebyanIASofficer
for them (farmers) is con-
demnable.Thereisanimportant
partoftheirtraininginwhichthey
are taught the importanceof in-
tegrity and balanced action.
Certainly,actionwillbetakenand
anexplanationwillbesoughtfor
hiscomments.”
The Samyukt KisanMorcha

hasdemandedthesuspensionof
Sinha,anofficerofthe2018batch
of theIAS.
Inavideoclip thatwascircu-

latedwidely on socialmedia on
Saturday, Sinha canbeheard in-
structing a groupof policemen:
“Utha utha kemaarna peechhe
sabko(hitthemhard)…Weshall
notallowthiscordontobebrea-
ched.Wehaveenoughforceavail-
able.Wehaven’tsleptforthepast
twodays.Butyouhavecomehere
after taking some sleep…Mere
paas ek bhi banda nikal ke nahin
aana chahiye. Agar aaye toh sar
phoota hua hona chahiye uska.
Clear hai aapko (No one should
breachthecordonandreachme.
If someone does,make sure he
has a broken head. Hope this is
clear).”
Sinhawas deployed as duty

magistrate tomaintain lawand
order near Hotel PremPlaza in
Karnal,where state BJP leaders,
includingChiefMinisterManohar
LalKhattarandstatepartypresi-
dentOmPrakashDhankar,were
meeting to discuss the party’s
strategy for the panchayat elec-
tions.
OnSunday,Chautalaalsosaid:

“It’sthejobofthepolicetomain-
tainlawandorder.Shouldaction
notbetakenifsomeoneattacks...a
personwhoholdsaconstitutional
post or is an elected representa-
tive?”Hesaidthatwhile“mostof
the 40 (farmer) union leaders”
were fromPunjabandUP, itwas
Haryana thatwas suffering as a
result of the protests. “Why is
Haryanabeingmadetheepicen-
tre (of the protests) again and
again? These 40 leaders should
explainwhy theydidnot block-
adeUPandPunjab...Theywantto
disturb the systemandhurt the
agrarianeconomyofHaryana.But
wewon’t letthemsucceed.”
Karnaldeputycommissioner

Nishant Kumar Yadav said on
Sunday thatwhile he “regretted
afewofthewordsthatwereused
(bySinha) in thevideo” and that
“these should not have there”,
Sinhawasan“uprightofficer”.
“Thesewordscameoutinthe

heatofthemomentwhichshould
not have comeout,” Yadav said.
“His (Sinha's) intentionwasnot
wrongbecause thatwas the last
naka from the venue. We had
givenstrictdirectionstohimthat
protesters shouldnot gobeyond
thispointatanycost.Andit’snat-
uralthatthedirectionsthatwere
giventohimweresupposedtobe
givenfurther to the force, so that
nodoubt remains in themindof
forceoverwhatistobedone.”

JNU course
terroristviolenceinthebeginning
of the21stcentury.Theperverse
interpretationoftheKoranhasre-
sultedintherapidproliferationof
ajihadicultistviolencethatglori-
fiesdeathbyterrorinsuicidaland
homicidalvariants.”
It states: “The exploitationof

the cyberspace by the radical
Islamic religious clerics has re-
sulted in theelectronicpropaga-
tionofjihaditerrorismworldover.
Online electronic dissemination
ofJihaditerrorismhasresultedin
the spurt of violence in non-
Islamic societies that are secular
andarenowincreasinglyvulner-
abletotheviolencethat(is)onthe
increase.”
Anothermodule,titled‘State-

sponsored Terrorism: It’s Influ-
ence and Impact’, refers only to
theSovietUnionandChina.
“Terrorismhas always ageo-

graphical base and support
havens for its operations. State
sponsored terrorism has been
largelyduringtheideologicalwar

betweentheWestandtheSoviet
Union and China. The Soviet
UnionandChinahavebeenpre-
dominant state-sponsors of ter-
rorismandtheyhavebeenheav-
ily involved in terms of their
intelligenceagenciestraining,aid-
ing andproviding logistical sup-
porttoCommunistultrasandter-
rorists,” itstates.
“Inthepost-ColdWarperiod,

the trendhasbeenwell adapted
by several radical Islamic states
thathavemirroredtheearliertac-
ticalstrategiesoftheCommunist
powersandhavecontinuedtoaid
and arm the various terrorist
groups,” itreads.
WhencontactedbyTheIndian

Express,AswiniMohapatra,Dean
of JNU’s School of International
Studies (SIS)andconcurrent fac-
ultyintheSchoolofEngineering,
saidhewasnotinvolvedinthede-
signof thecourse.
Ruchir Gupta, Dean of the

SchoolofEngineering,saidArvind
Kumar,ChairpersonoftheCentre
for Canadian, US and Latin
AmericanStudies,wanted to in-
troduce the course. “Wehave a
joint programmewith SIS, they
askedustopassthiscoursesowe
passedit.I’mnotanexpertonin-
ternationalrelations,”Guptasaid.
Kumar confirmed to The

Indian Express that he had de-
signed the course. Asked about
thereferencetoonlyonereligion
inthemoduleon“fundamental-
ist-religiousterrorism”,hesaidit
was“becauseIslamicterrorismis
aworld-acceptedthing.Afterthe
Taliban,ithasgainedmomentum
now.”
Kumarsaidthat“tothebestof

myknowledge”,hehas“notcome
across” an instance of any other
religion resorting tomethods of
terrorism.
OnthereferenceonlytoSoviet

UnionandChinaas“predominant
state-sponsors of terrorism”,
Kumarsaid:“State-sponsoredter-
rorism is verydifficult to define,
wehavetofindevidenceforitand
onlythenwecanincludeit.”

JD(U)
spokespersonKCTyagisaid:“Just
astherehadbeenacoordination
committeeoftheNDAduringthe
AB Vajpayee government, we
wouldwelcome a similar com-
mitteenowtodiscuss several is-
sueswedifferon.Itwouldhelpin
smooth functioning of the al-
liance and discourage unwar-
rantedcommentsfromleadersof
theNDAalliance.”
Later, speaking to The Indian

Express,Tyagisaid:“Wehavealso
passedaresolutionattheparty’s
national council that Nitish
Kumarmight not be in the PM
racebuthasallthequalitiesthata
PMshouldhave”.
Askedabouttheneedforsuch

a resolution, Tyagi said: “There
have often been insinuations
from some quarters (onNitish
Kumar’s prime ministerial
chances),andwewantedtokeep
therecordstraight”.
TheJD(U)leaderalsosaidthe

partywouldcontinuetodemand
acastecensus.“Wearewaitingfor
apositiveresponsefromthePM,”
hesaid.
Asked about the JD(U)’s de-

mandforacoordinationcommit-
tee, BJP leader andBiharDeputy
CMTarkishore Prasadwas cau-
tious inresponse. “Wesupport it
becauseitwillhelpuscoordinate
onvariousissues,”hesaid.
OnAugust 23, Nitish Kumar

had led a10-party delegation to
meet PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi on the caste census issue.
Earlier,theChiefMinisterhadde-
mandedaprobe intoallegations
of surveillance of phones using
thePegasusspyware.
TheBJP iswaryof takingany

stepregardingacastecensus,es-
pecially with the UP elections
around the corner. Several party
leaders have privately said that
thepartycannotaffordtoantag-
onise the OBCs, who have be-
comeacrucialsupportbaseinre-
centyears.
On July 20, in awritten reply

toaquestion inLokSabha,Mini-

ster of State for Home Affairs
NityanandRaihadsaid:“TheGov-
ernmentofIndiahasdecidedasa
matter of policynot to enumer-
atecaste-wisepopulationsother
thanSCsandSTsinthecensus.”

Karzai, Abdullah
power-sharingnegotiationswith
theTaliban.
Theywere former president

HamidKarzai and former vice-
president Abdullah Abdullah,
whowasalsothechairmanofthe
High Council for National
Reconciliationintheoustedgov-
ernmentofAshrafGhani.
NewDelhialsoreachedoutto

Moscow.
Thedecision to evacuate the

entire IndianEmbassy including
AmbassadorRudrendraTandon,
wastakenaftertheGhanigovern-
mentcollapsed,andsecurityper-
sonnel in Kabul’s Green Zone,
where the diplomaticmissions
are located, abandoned their
posts.
Armed fighters had set up

theirowncheckpointsacrossthe
Afghan capital. Their chain of
commandwas not clear; apart
from the Taliban, several allied
groups,includingPakistan-based
groups suchas theHaqqaninet-
work— someofwhomnurse a
special animus against India—
were reported to be present.
Driving to the airport through
thesepostswasfraughtwithrisks.
On August 16, after an Air

IndiaflightfromDelhiwasunable
to land in Kabul as thousands
swarmed the tarmac, India sent
anIAFC17Globemastertransport
aircrafttoevacuateitscitizens,in-
cluding those at the Embassy,
through themilitary side of the
airportthatwascontrolledbyUS
forces.
But the challengewas to get

theIndianstotheairportsafely—
andtoensure that theTalibanor
groups allied to them did not
placehurdlesintheway.
TheUShadbeenusingBlack

Hawkmilitarytransporthelicop-
ters to evacuate their Embassy
sinceAugust12.SomeEuropean
diplomaticmissions toohadac-
cess tomilitary aircraft, but the
Indianmission did not have its
ownairresources.
Withno line of communica-

tionwiththeTaliban,Indiahadto
rely on third-party interlocutors
toestablishcontact.“Wereached
outtoallthosewhohadanychan-
nelswiththeTaliban,”aseniorof-
ficialsaid.
So, even as External Affairs

MinisterSJaishankarspoketoUS
Secretary of State Anthony
Blinken,andofficialsofbothsides
wereinconstanttouchonthelo-
gistics at themilitary side of the
airport, NewDelhi fell back on
some old friends in Kabul —
KarzaiandAbdullahweretapped.
India also dialled Russia for

help.
AlthoughRussiaconsidersthe

Taliban a terrorist group, it is
amongthreecountries—Pakistan
and China are the other two—
that have kept their diplomatic
missions open inKabul even af-
ter the Taliban takeover. Russia
hashostedTalibandelegates in-
cluding Mullah Baradar in
Moscowfortalks,andhadpushed
for theTaliban toplay an impor-
tantroleinpost-USAfghanistan.
Russia’sAmbassadortoKabul

Dmitry Zhirnov held talkswith
the Taliban on security for his
country'sEmbassytwodaysafter
they took over, according to re-
ports in the Russian media.
Moscow’s special envoy to
AfghanistanZamirKabulov said
in an interview that Russia had
built contactswith the Taliban
oversevenyears.Itwasthesecon-
tacts that NewDelhi called on
Moscowtoleverageonitsbehalf.
Karzai has known Mullah

Baradarclosely.Thetwomenhad
triedtostartnegotiationsforapo-
litical settlement back in 2010.
Abdullahwas in touchwith the
Talibanduringthe“intra-Afghan
talks” last year after being ap-
pointedheadoftheHighCouncil
forNationalReconciliation.
Karzai and Abdullah have

reachedout to theTaliban tone-
gotiate an inclusive government
—andoneorboth couldbepart
ofthenewdispensationinKabul.
With150-oddevacueesgath-

eredattheEmbassy,negotiations
continuedthroughMonday.The
green light came late in the
evening—andtheconvoyleftfor
theairportaround10pm.
The vehicles were allowed

into the technical areaof theair-
portaround2.30am.Fourhours
later,theC17tookoff forDelhi.
Effortsarenowontoevacuate

the 260 Indians who are still
strandedinKabul.

Assam NRC
andattribute it to red tapeanda
lackofclarityontheNRCexercise
itself. The state has highlighted
the issue by writing to the
RegistrarGeneralof India,butno
actionhas been forthcoming so
far.
Attheheartof theproblemis

a November 2018 Supreme
Court-approved Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP).
Under the SOP, those left out of
the draft NRC list published on
July31,2018,hadtomandatorily
submit their biometrics during
thehearingsof‘claims’(toinclude
themselves in theNRC) and ‘ob-
jections’ (to object to someone
else’s inclusion) process. These
hearingswere conducted in the
run-up to thepublicationof the
completelistonAugust31,2019.
“OncethefinalNRChasbeen

published,suchpersonswhoare
includedintheNRC,willbegiven
theusualAadhaarnumberasap-
plicable to legal residents in the
country,” Clause 9 of the SOP
stated.Theclausewasaddedasa

securitymeasuretokeeptrackof
the digital entity of thosewho
may get excluded from the list,
saidofficialsinvolvedinthedraft-
ingof theSOP.
Thestate’sHomeandPolitical

Departmentwasmadetheregis-
trarofthisexercisewiththeUIDAI
providing technical support. The
biometric details of 27,43,396
werecollectedbytheUIDAIdur-
ingtheprocess.
InMarch2019,Upadhyay re-

members flying toGuwahati—
and driving to Sarupathar in
Golaghat—forthehearing.While
hismother hadmade it to the
NRC, his father, his sister andhe
hadnot.“Theofficialstoldusthat
oncethe list isout,wewouldget
ourAadhaar cards,” he says. On
August31,allthreemadeittothe
NRC. “Iwas glad the ordealwas
over,”hesaid,buttheAadhaaror-
dealhadjustbegun.
The freeze in biometrics is

linked to the fate of the NRC
which, even after two years of
publication, hangs in limbo: the
RegistrarGeneralofIndiahasnot
notified it, and the Supreme
Court, which supervised the
processfrom2013,hasnotheard
themattersinceJanuary6,2020.
BoththeBJPgovernmentandthe
statecoordinatorofNRChavenot
accepted it either, and are cur-
rently pushing for a “corrected”
NRC.
“Nothing is happening right

now,” admitted an official from
theNRCoffice,requestinganony-
mity. Last year, H D Sarma, the
NRCstatecoordinator,submitted
an affidavit to theGauhati High
Court, referring to theAugust 31
list as a ‘supplementary’ list and
seekingre-verification.
SourcesintheNRCstatecoor-

dinator’sofficesaidtheSupreme
Court SOP clearly said Aadhaar
willbegiventothosewhoarepart
of the “finalNRC”. “But theNRC
wehavenowisnotfinal…sohow
canweshare informationonthe
applicantdata—evenifitisforan
Aadhaarcard?Thatwillmeanvi-
olating theSCorder,” theofficial
said.
At theUIDAI, RegionalOffice,

Guwahati,officialstoldTheIndian
Express they cannot issue the
Aadhaarnumbers“tillaclarifica-
tion is receivedfromRGIandthe
matteriscommunicatedtoUIDAI
byHome and Political Depart-
ment,GovernmentofAssam.”
KuldeepPegu,DeputyDirec-

tor,UIDAI,RegionalOffice,Guwa-
hati,saidinanemailtheNRCbio-
metricenrolmenthadbeenkept
on hold in accordancewith the
SOPguidelines.“Tillaclarification
isreceivedfromRGIandthemat-
teriscommunicatedtotheUIDAI
byHome and Political Depart-
ment,GovernmentofAssam,the
Aadhaar number cannot be is-
sued,”hesaid.
Since the publication of the

NRCinAugust2019,theofficesof
the NRC State Coordinator in

Guwahati,theHomeandPolitical
Department in Dispur, and the
UIDAIregionalofficeinGuwahati
have been floodedwith letters
fromaggrievedcitizens.
Oneamong them is22-year-

old Bikash Singh, a Computer
Applications graduate from
DuliajaninUpperAssam.Unable
toapplyforjobsforthelackofan
Aadhaarcard,hehasshotoffmul-
tipleletterstothePrimeMinister’s
Office,RGI,ChiefMinister’sOffice
and theUIDAI, Guwahati—but
withoutluck.
“Mybrother,whoisinthefirst

yearof college,hasnotbeenable
to apply for scholarships. It is
mentaltorture,”saidSingh.
ThenthereisMamtazBegum,

ahousewifeinAssam’sBaksadis-
trict,whohasappliedforAadhaar
seven times. Newly married
RoshniSingh,aBihari-originres-
ident of Assam,who is based in
Mumbai, said she has not been
able to openabankaccountnor
getarationcard.
On its part, the state govern-

menthasbeenintouchwiththe
Centre about the issue. In re-
sponse to a question in the
Assembly session in July, Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarmasaidthestatehadtakenup
thematterwith theRGI and the
UnionHomeSecretary.
TheNRC office inGuwahati

alsowrotetothestate’sHomeand
Politicaldepartment thricesince
March 2020 highlighting the
“deprivationsofthepublic”.Inthe
latest letter,HDSarma, theNRC
coordinator, said: “…around26
lakhapplicantswhosebiometrics
werecapturedduringclaimsand
objections phase are not able to
obtaintheAadhaarcardastheen-
rolment numbers have been
blockedbytheUIDAIasperpara
9of theSOP…governmentmay
like to file an affidavit in the
Supreme Court seeking relax-
ation of para nine of the SOP so
thatapplicantsareabletoavailthe
benefitofAadharcard.”
In turn, officials at theHome

and Political department have
said they have written to the
UnionHomeSecretary andRGI
twice— inNovember 2020 and
June2021.
“RGIhasnotmadetheirstance

clearontheNRCyet…tilltheydo
notdeclareitasthefinalNRC,our
hands are tied,” said an official
fromtheHomeandPolitical de-
partment. The Indian Express
reachedouttotheRGI,butdidnot
receivearesponse.
Caughtinthemiddlearepeo-

ple like Upadhyay, Begum, and
Bikash Singh. Bikash Singh re-
centlyformedaWhatsAppgroup
‘WeWant Aadhaar’. “There are
about35onit—everyoneisfacing
some issueor theother…some-
one’s PF has stopped, someone
elseisnotabletogetarationcard.
I don’t knowhowmuch it will
help—butfornow,atleastwecan
vent,”hesaid.

FROMPAGEONE

Taliban leadership in Qatar:
India very important...

Rawalpindi have always seen
India’stieswithAfghanistanas
a negative influence. It is also
the first categorical statement
directed at India by a senior
leaderoftheTalibansincethey
captured power in Kabul on
August15.
TheIndianExpressreported

SundaythattheUnitedNations
SecurityCouncil,with India as
its president for themonth of
August, had dropped a refer-
encetotheTalibanfromapara-
graph in its statement asking
Afghan groups to not support
terrorists“operatingontheter-
ritoryof anyothercountry”.
Stanekzai,incidentally,was

attheIndianMilitaryAcademy
in Dehradun in the 1980s as
partoftrainingforAfghanarmy

cadets. In1996,hehadmadea
similar overture to India after
the Taliban's first takeover of
Kabul when he was Deputy
ForeignMinisterof acaretaker
regime.
This time, his statements

comeatatimewhenIndiahas
evacuated its entire Indian
diplomaticcontingentfromthe
embassy inKabul.
“India isvery important for

this subcontinent.Wewant to
continue our cultural, eco-
nomicandtradetieswithIndia
like inthepast,”hesaid.
“Wegivedueimportanceto

our political, economic and
trade ties with India and we
wantthesetiestocontinue.We
arelookingforwardtoworking
with India in this regard,” he

said.On theTaliban’s plans for
trade in the region, Stanekzai
said:“TradewithIndiathrough
Pakistan is very important for
us.WithIndia,tradethroughair
corridors will also remain
open.”
This is again an important

statementfromIndia'spointof
viewsincePakistanhasalways
blockedoverlandtransit, trade
and access between India and
Afghanistan.
Speaking onAfghanistan’s

relationswith Turkmenistan,
Stanekzai listed the
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas
pipeline project and said the
Talibanwouldworktoaddress
the problems that are holding
up the venture once a govern-

ment is formed.
Stanekzai also referred to

the Chabahar port developed
by Indiawhile speaking about
relationswith Iran, and high-
lighteditsimportancefortrade.
Over the last two weeks,

Taliban spokespersons Suhail
Shaheen and Zabiullah
Mujahid have also spoken
about thegroup’sviewsonre-
lationswith India.
SouthBlock,whichistrack-

ing all these statements care-
fully, is yet to respond to these
messages. But officials have
pointed out that the Taliban
had cooperated for the safe
passage of Indian diplomats
and nationals, and Afghans,
who were evacuated from
Kabul.

Contact for Advt. Booking: M/s Friends Publicity Service

(M): 9212665841, 9212008155
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UNIONMINISTERforHealthand
Family Welfare Mansukh
Mandviyareleasedthefirstcom-
mercial batchof Covaxinmanu-
facturedbyBharat Biotech from
itsChironBehringvaccines facil-
ityatAnkleshwarinSouthGujarat
on Sunday and said third phase
trialofvaccineforchildrenabove
twoyearsofagewillbeginsoon.
“Today,firstbatchofCovaxin

manufacturedbyBharatBiotech
at Ankleshwar has been re-
leased.Thecompanyhastheca-
pacitytomanufactureonecrore
dose per month... The world's
largestvaccinationdriveisgoing
on in India... we are increasing
manufacturing and simultane-
ouslythecapacityofadminister-
ing it,”hesaid.
“Zydus Cadila vaccine has

been authorised to be used on
emergencybasisanditwillbead-
ministered to children above 12
yearsold. BharatBiotechvaccine
hasbeenallowed researchwork
forvaccineofchildrenabovetwo
yearsofagewhichhascompleted
secondphase.Andresearchwork
forthirdphasehasalsobeenper-
mitted...”Mandaviyasaid.

Kawardha: A group of over 100
people allegedly beat up a 25-
year-oldpastorafterbarginginto
his house at a remote village in
Chhattisgarh’s Kabirdham dis-
trict on Sunday, during which
theywereheard raising slogans
against religious conversion, a
policeofficial said.
The incident took place

around 11 am in Polmi village
underKukdurpolicestationlim-
itswhenaprayerwasunderway
at the house of pastor
Kawalsingh Paraste, said
Kabirdham Superintendent of
Police Mohit Garg. “As per the
preliminary information, a
crowd of over 100 people
stormed into his house and al-
legedlydamagedarticlesofwor-
ship and household items, and
torescriptures,”hesaid. PTI

Mandaviya
releases first
commercial
batch of Covaxin

CHHATTISGARH
Mob assaults pastor
while raising ‘stop
conversion’ slogans

New Delhi
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MORETHANhalf thedaysinthe
lastmonth have seen no Covid
deaths inDelhi.
Since July 29, zero Covid

deathswererecordedon18days
— the longest stretch with no
deathswasfivedaysfromAugust
20 to24. Thehighestnumberof
deaths in one day in the last
monthwas on August 6, when
thecityrecordedfivefatalities.A
totalof31peoplediedofCovidin
the lastmonth. On Sunday too,
zerodeathswerereported.
These are positive numbers

for a city where the second
Covid wave did not just see a
largenumberofcases,butfatal-
ities as well. The Covid death

count had gone as high as 448
onasingledayonMay3.InApril
andMay, the city had recorded
13,201deaths. Evenwhendaily
case count began to decrease,
thenumberofdeathscontinued
toremainhigh.OnJune3,when
the case count had dropped to

576, the number of deathswas
stillmore than100—103Covid
deaths recorded thatday.
Doctorshadsaidthenumber

of deathswere not dropping as
rapidlyasnumberofnewcases
because patients admitted to
ICUs during the second wave
and strugglingwith a long bat-
tlewerestill dyingeveryday.
Dr Lalit Kant, formerDeputy

Director General ICMR, said:
“When we have a peak of the
magnitude thatwedid inDelhi,
morepeopledevelopantibodies
against the virus which gives
some protection. When they
havethatprotection,notonlyto-
talnumberofcasesbutalsoseri-
ous cases start to come down.
Thisiswhatwe’reseeinginDelhi,
whenseriouscasescomedown,
deathsalsocomedown.Wealso

needtokeepinmindthatpeople
aregetting immunised, so there
isacombinedeffectofexposure
onpeople.However,thisisadel-
icateequilibriumthatmightbe
disruptedanytime.Amutation
of theviruscancauseantibody
protectiontofallflat,depending
on number of factors. There is
still a chunk of people not ex-
posed to the virus, there are
peoplewhoseantibodyprotec-
tionwillbewearingout.”
Thegovernment is prepar-

ing toconduct its seventhsero
surveytoestimatethepercent-
ageof thepopulationexposed
toSARS-CoV2afterthesecond
wave. Samples collected from
aresettlementcolonybyanAI-
IMS team during the second
halfofMarchhadfoundasero-
positivity rateof 74.7%.
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Authorised Officer
Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank)

Date : 25.08.2021
Place : Patna

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Indian Bank (Erstwhile
Allahabad Bank) Stressed Asset Management (SAM) Branch, Patna, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is”, “As is what is" and
"Whatever there is" on 15.09.2021, for recovery of bank's dues from the following borrower and guarantors.

*Applicable tax to be borne by the bidder.
Bidders are advised to visit the website (www.mstcecommerce.com) of our e-auction service provider MSTC Ltd to participate in online bid. For
Technical Assistance please call MSTC HELPDESK No.033-22901004 and other help line numbers available in service providers help desk. For
RegistrationstatuswithMSTCLtd, pleasecontact ibapiop@mstcecommerce.comand forEMDstatuspleasecontact ibapifin@mstcecommerce.com.
For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms and conditions please visit: https://ibapi.in and for clarifications related to
this portal, please contact help line number '18001025026' and '011-41106131'.
Bidders are advised to use Property ID Number mentioned above while searching for the property in the website with https://ibapi.in and
www.mstcecommerce.com.

Sl. No.
&

Branch

Name of the Account Description of the Charged/
Mortgage Property

Name of the
Mortgagor(s)/
Guarantor(s)

Amount of
Secured Debt

Reserve Price
(in Rs)

Earnest
Money
Deposit

1.
SAMB
Patna

M/s Vijay Tractor,
Prop.: Sri Vijay
Singh Simli, NH-
Didarganj, Patna
City, Patna-800008
1. Sri Vijay Singh,
Flat No.-101,
Prince Residency
Apartment
Vivekanand Park,
Boring Patliputra
Road, Near
Alpana Market,
Patna-800013
2. Mrs. Sunita
Singh (Guarantor)
Flat No.-101,
Prince Residency
Apartment
Vivekanand Park,
Boring Patliputra
Road, Near
Alpana Market,
Patna-800013

Equitable Mortgage-
i) All that part and parcel of the
property of Sale Deed No.493 dated
11.01.2010, Flat No.-101, area of
super built up 1195 sqft.

Sri Vijay Singh
(Mortgagor)
Mrs. Sunita
Singh
(Guarantor)

`1,51,71,589/-
(Rupees One
crore fifty one
lakhs seventy
one thousand
five hundred
eighty nine
only) as on
30.03.2020
with further

interest, costs,
other charges
and expenses
thereon

`42,01,000/-
(Rupees Forty
two lac one
thousand only)

`4,20,100/-
(Rupees Four
lac twenty

thousand one
hundred only)

situated in Prince Residency Apartment, Vivekanand
Park, New Patliputra Colony, Patna, Mauza-Mainpura
commonly known as New Patliputra Colony, PS Digha
Now P.S-Patliputra, Dist.-Patna within the Jurisdiction
of Sub and Sadar Registry Office, Patna under Phulwari
revenue Thana No.2, Tauzi No.5506, Khata No.671 &
648, Circle No.-247A, Ward No.-14/New Ward No.-23,
Holding No.-101/103, Zone No.-03, Govt. Valuation
List Serial No.-225, Jamabandi No.-2080, Computer
Code-571. Boundary details of property: North-Front
Offset of the building, South-Corridor, Lift & Stair case
and flat No.-103, East-Side Set back of the building,
West-Side Set Back of the building.
ii) All that part and parcel of the
property of Sale Deed No.494
dated 11.01.2010, Flat No.-103,
area of super built up 595 sqft.
situated in Prince Residency
Apartment, Vivekanand Park, New

Sri Vijay Singh
(Mortgagor)
Mrs. Sunita
Singh
(Guarantor)

`22,81,000/-
(Rupees
Twenty lac
eighty one

thousand only)

`2,28,100/-
(Rupees Two
lac twenty

eight thousand
one hundred

only)
Patliputra Colony, Patna, Mauza-Mainpura commonly known as New Patliputra Colony, PS Digha
Now P.S-Patliputra, Dist.-Patna within the Jurisdiction of Sub and Sadar Registry Office, Patna
under Phulwari revenue Thana No.2, Tauzi No.5506, Khata No.671 & 648, Circle No.-247A, Ward
No.-14/New Ward No.-23, Holding No.-101/103, Zone No.-03, Govt. Valuation List Serial No.-225,
Jamabandi No.-2080, Computer Code-571. Boundary details of property: North-Flat No.-101, South-
Flat No.-102, East-Se Set back of the building, West-Corridor, Lift & Staircase.

2.
SAMB
Patna

M/s Om Jai Vishnu Rice
Mills Pvt. Ltd.
Registered Office-Jamhore,
PO-Jamhore, District-
Aurangabad, Bihar-824121
1. Sri Binod Kumar (Director
& Guarantor)
2. Smt. Sarita Devi (Director
& Guarantor),
3. Mr. Ajay Kumar Mehta S/o
Late Ram Jatan Mehta
4. Smt. Sushila Devi W/o
Late Shambhu Mehta R/o
Village-Jamhore
PO-Jamhore, PS-Jamhore,
District-Aurangabad,
Bihar-824121

i) All part & parcel of land &
building in the name of Sri Ajay
Kumar Mehta S/o Sri Ramjatan
Mehta, Title Deed No.8626
dated 27.06.2012, admeasuring
9 Decimal situated at Mauza-
Jomhour, Khata No.16, Plot No.-
542/4256, Thana No.-105, Tauzi
No.-4715, Dist-Aurangabad.
Bounded by: North-Nij, South-
Late Ramsaran Mehta, East-
Ramjanam Mehta, West-Santu Pd
Agarwal Others.

Sri Ajay Kumar
Mehta S/o Sri
Ramjatan Mehta

`9,35,10,453/-
(Rupees Nine
crore thirty
five lakh ten
thousand four
hundred fifty
three only) as
on 08.06.2018
with further

interest, costs,
other charges
and expenses
thereon, less
recovery if any

`51,35,000/-
(Rupees Fifty
one lac thirty
five thousand

only)

`5,14,000/-
(Rupees Five
lac fourteen
thousand only)

ii)All part & parcel of land & building in the name of Smt. Sushila Devi
W/o Late Shambhu Mehta, Title Deed No.6994 dated 19.06.2007,
admeasuring 5.5 Decimal situated at Mauza-Jomhour, Khata No.239,
Plot No.-3659, Thana No.-105, Dist-Aurangabad. Bounded by: North-
Ramjanam Mehta, South-Gupteshwar Narain Singh, East-Alarak
Singh, West-Plot No.3658.

Smt. Sushila
Devi W/o Late
Shambhu Mehta

`20,80,000/-
(Rupees
Twenty
lac eighty

thousand only)

`2,09,000/-
(Rupees

Two lac nine
thousand only)

iii) Land property in the name of Sri Binod Kumar Mehta S/o
Sri Shambhu Mehta, Title Deed No.-6976 dated 06.06.2003,
admeasuring 31.25 Decimal situated at Mauza-Padrawa, P.S-Jamhor,
Khata No.25, Plot No.-1, Thana No.-286, Dist-Aurangabad. Bounded
by: North-Nij Hal Bikdreta, South-Nij Bikreta, East-Dilip Mehta, West-
Shivana Pathak Bigha.

Sri Binod Kumar
Mehta S/o Sri
Shambhu Mehta

`10,10,000/-
(Rupees

Ten lakh ten
thousand only)

`1,01,000/-
(Rupees One
lakh one

thousand only)

3.
SAMB
Patna

M/s Buddha Heritage
Prop.: Shri Ashutosh
Kumar Jha 121, Jamuna
Apartment, Boring Road,
Patna-800001
1. Shri Ashutosh Kumar
Jha 121, Jamuna
Apartment, Boring Road,
Patna-800001
2. Shri Bhagwan Lal Jha
S/o Late Balmukund Jha,
R/o Jagat Narayan Road,
Kadamkuan, Near PP
School, Patna-800013
3. M/s Rajnandini Projects
Pvt. Ltd. through its
Managing Director, Road
No.-06, Ward No.-18,
Chandradeep Complex,
Dakbunglow Road, Bandar
Babaicha, Patna, Bihar

Equitable Mortgage- All that
part and parcel of the Land and
Building along with present and
future construction there on:
In the name of Sri Bhagwan
Lal Jha S/o Balmukund Jha,
area measuring 4.59 Decimal,
Regd. No.76/Pat/81 Dated
28.10.1986, Khata No.69, Survey
Plot No.1195, Tauzi No.131,
Thana No.26, situated at Village-
Jaganpura, Thana-Phulwarisharif,
District-Patna, Bihar, bounded as
under (as per deed): North-Road,
South-Co-operative Plot No.-08,
East-S.P. No.-1195 (Part), West-
14 feet wide Road.

Sri Bhagwan
Lal Jha S/o
Balmukund Jha

`5,91,96,434/-
(Rupees Five
crore ninety
one lakh ninety
six thousand
four hundred
thirty four
only) as on
30.08.2019
with further

interest, costs,
other charges
and expenses
thereon less
recovery if any.

`91,04,000/-
(Rupees

Ninety one lac
four thousand

only)

`9,10,400/-
(Rupees

Nine lac ten
thousand four
hundred only)

Detail of encumbrance, Outstanding Dues of Local Govt, Electricity, Property tax, Municipal Tax, etc. if any known to the Bank: Not Known
Last Date & time for Registration and Submission of EMD amount: 13.09.2021 through https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi
Till 5.00 PM.
Date & Time of e-auction: 15.09.2021 from 11.00 AM to 3.00 PM at the platform of http://www.mstcecommerce.com with unlimited extension.
Bid incremental amount is Rs.10,000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand Only). Property ID: 1. (i) IDIB1755A, (ii) IDIB1755B, 2. (i) IDIB1756A, (ii)
IDIB1756B, (iii) IDIB1756C), 3. IDIB1754.
For further details and Terms & Conditions, Contact: Shri Rajat Sinha (Chief Manager) Mob.: 9162910272
For downloading further details and Terms & Conditions, Please Visit: (i) https://www.mstcecommerce.com (ii) https://www.ibapi.in

Stressed Asset Management Branch, Khajpura, Jagdeopath, Bailey Road, Patna-800014

SALENOTICEFORSALEOFIMMOVABLEPROPERTIES

Film producer
among 4 held
for posing as
ED officials,
extortion
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST29

THEDELHI Police CrimeBranch
arrested fourmen, including a
movieproducer,forallegedlypos-
ing as EnforcementDirectorate
(ED)officialsandextortingmoney
fromhundredsofpeople.
Theproducer,SantoshRai, is

allegedly involved inmore than
35 cases of cheating and extor-
tion across India. He also pro-
duced a Bollywoodmoviewith
the cheatedmoney, said police.
In2008,hewasconvictedbythe
Saketcourtforcheatingbutlater
gotoutonbail.
Earlier this month, the

Directorate in Delhi received
several complaints against an
“Enforcement Directorate offi-
cial”namedRajeevSingh.While
thereisnoonebythatname,of-
ficials found that themanwas
posing as an Enforcement
Directorate officer,sendingfake
noticestopeople,andaskingfor
money.
On Thursday, the

Enforcement Directorate ap-
proachedCrimeBranchofficials.
Monika Bhardwaj, DCP

(CrimeBranch),said,“Weexam-
ined all calls and notices and
found that the accused persons
wereusingappstosendspoofe-
mails from the National
InformaticsCentremail id(gov-
ernmentmail). Theywere also
makingcallsfromdifferentgov-
ernment office numbers (using
spoof apps) to threaten the vic-
tims.Theywantedthevictimsto
feelthatgovernmentofficersare
contacting them.”
The investigating team con-

tactedoneof thevictims,abusi-
nessman namedMohammad
Rafi, and “laid a trap” by asking
the accused to come collect the
money.
On Saturday, police arrested

RaiandhisassociateBhupender
Singh near Parliament Street
when they came to get the ex-
tortionmoney fromthevictim.
While Rai used the name

Rajeev Singh to cheat people,
Bhupender Singh posed as his
advocate. Police said Singh
works at a law firm in Patiala
House court and used the
lawyers’chamberstocallvictims
andthreatenthemwithlegalac-
tion.
During questioning, police

foundthattheduoworkedwith
amurder accused named Afzal
Ahmed, who is out on parole,
andacyberexpertnamedAkash
Chauhan.
“The noticeswere prepared

by Rai and sent by Chauhan.
Theywere using spoofing apps
and sending emails with the id
‘rs.ed@nic.in’.Raialsomadecalls
byspoofinglandlinenumbersof
ED and several Delhi Police es-
tablishmentstothreatenthevic-
tim. Ahmed and Chauhan are
absconding,”saidDCPBhardwaj.
Police also arrested Singh’s

friend Kuldeepwho runs a fac-
tory and another associate
named Sanjaywhoworkswith
thevictim.
“Sanjaywas asked towatch

the businessman, inform the
other accused about his plans.
The other men would call the
victim and threaten him,” said
police.

No property tax:
Proposal gets nod
New Delhi: The NorthMCDhas
approved a proposal to exempt
houses measuring up to 50
square metres from paying
property tax. The proposal is
alsoaimedatgarneringsupport
for the party in civic elections
scheduledearlynextyear.ENS

Atotalof 31peoplediedof
Covid inthe lastmonth.

Zero Covid-19 deaths on 18
days in capital lastmonth

New Delhi
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ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, AUGUST29

ADELHIcourtcamedownheav-
ilyonDelhiPolicewhileframing
chargesagainsttwomenaccused
of beingmembersof amobthat
attackedthe65thBattalionofthe
Sashastra Seema Bal during the
Northeast Delhi riots, observing
that “in a large number of cases
of riots, the standard of investi-
gation isverypoor”.
Additional Sessions Judge

VinodYadav inhisorderpassed
Saturday said “after filing the
half-baked chargesheets in
court,policehardlybotherabout
takingtheinvestigationtoalog-
ical end”.
“The accused persons, who

have been roped in multiple
cases, continue to languish in
jailsasaconsequencethereof. It
is high time that the DCP of
Northeast District and other
higher officers concerned take
notice of the aforesaid observa-
tions and take immediate
remedial action required...,” the
court said.
The present casewas regis-

teredonthecomplaintof acon-
stable from the 65th Battalion,
which came under attack by a
mobnearShivViharonFebruary
25 last year. The court framed
chargesagainsttwomen,Ashraf
AliandParvez,undersectionsof
rioting, voluntarily causing
grievoushurtbyuseofacid,vol-

untarily causing hurt to deter
public servant from his duty
amongothersectionsof theIPC.
The judge said it was “really

painfultonote”thatalargenum-
ber of cases of riots have been
pendingconsiderationoncharge
andinmajorityof cases the“IOs
have not been appearing in
court... at the timeof considera-
tiononcharge”.
ASJ Yadav said IOs have not

been briefing the Special Public
Prosecutors for arguments on
charge. “On themorning of the
date of hearing on charge, they
simply e-mail PDF of the
chargesheet to learned Special
PP and leave it upon him to ar-
guethematteronchargeas it is,
withoutgivinghimanopportu-
nitytogodeepintothefactsand

the investigation conducted in
thematter.
“It is further painful to note

that in a large number of cases
of riots, the standardof investi-
gation is very poor. After filing
chargesheet in the court, nei-
ther the IO nor SHOnor super-
vising officers bother to see as
to what other material is re-
quired to be collected from the
appropriate authority... and
whatstepsarerequired... totake
the investigation to a logical
end,” the court said.
It said thiscasewasaglaring

examplewheretheinjuredper-
sons are police officers “yet the
IOdidnotbothertocollectsam-
ple of acid/corrosive substance
and to have its chemical analy-
sis,particularlywhenIPCSection
326-A(voluntarilycausinggriev-
ous hurt by use of acid, etc) has
been invoked in thematter”.
It further noted that the IO

has “not bothered to collect the
opinion about the nature of in-
juriesuponthevictims,particu-
larlywhen the provision of IPC
Section332(voluntarilycausing
hurttodeterpublicservantfrom
hisduty)hasbeen invoked”.
Thesupervisingofficershave

miserablyfailedtosupervisethe
investigation under the Delhi
HighCourtRules,thecourtsaid:
“They don’t even bother to care
forthequeriesof learnedSpecial
PPs, regarding the chargesheet
and the further investigation
which is supposedtohavebeen

conducted in thematters. This
case is a glaring example,
whereininjuredpersons/victims
arepolicepersonnel itself.”
The lawyer for the accused

had told the court that their
clientswerefalselyimplicatedin
the case. It was argued that the
accused persons were not
namedbythecomplainant,and
they are the only ones
chargesheeted in a case involv-
ingamobof 100-150persons.
SpecialPublicProsecutorRCS

Bhadoria argued that the 65th
Battalionwas“deployedatavery
shortnoticeandassuch,itisvery
difficultforthecomplainantand
his colleagues to get acquainted
with the area/locality and as
such, they could not specifically
name/identify the accused per-
sons”.Hefurthersubmittedthat
accused persons have been cat-
egorically named/identified by
independentwitness.
Thecourtsaidthestatement

of this independent witness
“cannot be brushed aside/dis-
cardedmerelybecausetherehas
been some delay in recording
thereof or the complainant has
not specificallynamedthem”.
The court, however, agreed

with the argument of the de-
fence lawyers that the “absence
ofreportregardingthenatureof
injuriesupontheMLCsofvictim
constable(s) Srinavasa Rao,
MukeshSingh,Manikandan,and
GNalloperumisfatal tothecase
of prosecution”.

NEDELHIRIOTS:COURTPULLSUPPOLICE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST29

AFTER THEDelhi government’s
tree transplantation policywas
notified in December last year,
makingtransplantationmanda-
toryforprojectsthatwillreplace
trees, around 40 such projects
have been given approval to
transplant trees.
Since January this year, the

project that has been approved
totransplantthelargestnumber
oftreesistheNationalHighways
Authority of India’s (NHAI)
Urban Extension Road-II (UER-
II). The project is slated to dis-
place around 6,000 trees, of
whichnearly4,000willbetrans-
planted, according to an official
of the Forest Department. The
UER-II is a Ring Road that will
connectNH-1,NH-2,NH-8, and
NH-10, and will pass through
Najafgarh,Rohini andDwarka.
Another project that will

transplant trees by the thou-
sands is a housing society proj-
ect being undertaken by a pri-
vate company in South Delhi.
Around 1,200 trees are likely to
betransplantedforitsconstruc-
tion, theofficial said.
The site for transplantation

and afforestation is to be pro-
videdbytheprojectimplement-
ingagency.“Inasituationwhere
retainingthetreesattheirexist-
inglocationsisunfeasible,prior-
ityshouldbegiventotransplant
the affected trees to other per-
manent locations within the
project site where appropriate,
so as to increase the tree’s sur-
vivalrateaftertransplantingand
minimisethelossofgreeneryin

thelocalenviron,”thetreetrans-
plantationpolicy states.
Muchregardingtransplanta-

tion is still a “work in progress”,
the official said. Monitoring of
transplanted trees does not fall
within the ambit of the Tree
TransplantationCell,constituted
earlier thisyear,headded.
Local committees compris-

ingmembersof residents’ asso-
ciationsandexpertswillhaveto
be formed in theareas towhich
the trees are transplanted to
monitor theirgrowth.
TheTreeTransplantationCell

of the Forest Department em-
panelled four agencies in June
thisyearandprojectimplement-
ing agencies can choose from
among these to carry out trans-
plantation. The agencies had to
fulfillcriteriaincludingprevious
experience in transplantation.
Going by the Tree

Transplantationpolicy,80%ofthe
trees affectedby aproject are to
betransplanted,barringinvasive
orexotic species like thevilayati

kikar. The policymakes a provi-
sion to penalise the agency car-
ryingoutthetransplantationif it
fails to ensure an 80% survival
rateofthetransplantedtrees.The
paymentthattheagencywillre-
ceive depends on the survival
rateof thetrees.
The Forest Department en-

suresthatthesoilwherethetrees
are transplanted is suitable.
Compensatory afforestation is
mandatory both for felled trees
andtransplantedones.
Sincepermissionshavebeen

givenonlyrecently,transplanta-
tion isyet tobegin in full-swing,
theofficialsaid.Oncetransplan-
tationhasbeen carriedout ona
large scale, a studywill be done
to determine the survival rate
andsuccessofthepolicy,hesaid.
The largest transplantation

drivethatisalreadyunderwayis
forthetreesthataremakingway
for theDwarka Expressway. Till
October last year, around 3,800
out of 10,000 trees had been
transplanted for theproject.

It tookauthoritiesmorethantwohours torecover thebodiesof thevictimsfromtheriver.AmitMehra

Gangster’s death in Tihar:
Probe finds slap was trigger

Compact, portable: New mohalla
clinics to be made from containers

Standard of investigation very
poor inmany riot cases: Court

53peoplewerekilled inthe
riots lastFebruary.Archive

ThenewcliniccomingupinShakurBasti ismadefromaredshippingcontainer,has
modular interiors, and isnarrowerthanthepreviousdesigns

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST29

NEWERMOHALLAclinicsinthe
citywill bemade fromportable
containers,whichcanbeassem-
bledquickly,andfit intosmaller
spaces.Thefirstsuchclinicisbe-
ing constructed at ShakurBasti,
the assembly constituency of
HealthMinisterSatyendar Jain.
Getting land to build these

clinics, which are among Aam

AadmiParty’smainprojects,has
been an uphill task. When the
party came topower inDelhi in
2015, building 1,000 mohalla
clinics was one of the main
promisesmade. Over the years,
however, landprocurementhas
been among the several issues
which meant that about 500
havebeenbuilt so far.
The clinic coming up in

ShakurBasti ismade fromared
shippingcontainer,hasmodular
interiors and is narrower than

the previous designs. “We have
noticed that land procurement
alongwithfindingspaceincon-
gestedareaswasanissue.These
clinicsareneededwherepeople
aresowecan’t lookforsecluded
spots.Thenewstructurescanbe
set up quicker than permanent
structures.Theywillalsooccupy
less space andaredesigned in a
waytoutilisespacewell.Thisde-
signwill be used in clinics that
will be operationalised next,”
saidagovernmentofficial.

Since January, theproject thathasbeenapprovedto
transplant the largestnumberof trees—nearly4,000—is
NHAI’s UrbanExtensionRoad-II.Archive

Eight months after policy
notified, 40 projects get
nod to transplant trees

Out for bath, 3 teens drown in Yamuna
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST29

THREE TEENAGERS who had
gone for a bath in the Yamuna
riverinNorthDelhi’sWazirabad
drowned Sunday morning,
while one of their friends was
rescued.Ittookauthoritiesmore
than two hours to recover the
bodies.Theywillbehandedover
to familiesafterpost-mortem.
Police identified the victims

as Sameer (16), Pankaj (15), and
Sumit (14). Locals said that the
three, along with Sameer’s
younger brother Bunty (14),

lefttheirhomesat6amtogofor
a run.
The families, residents of

Brijpuri area, live next to each
other.Theysaidtheboysusually
come back home after their
morningrunbutonSunday,they
went to takebathnear theghat.
“We received a PCR call at

around 7.41 am that four boys
were drowning in the Yamuna.
Two fire tenders, a team of
divers,andlocalpolicerushedto
thespot.All fourhadgonetothe
YamunaonSundaymorningfor
abath,” saida seniorpoliceoffi-
cer.
“Whentheystartedscream-

ing for help, some onlookers
rushed inandmadeacall to the
PCR. Theywere fished out and
taken to a nearby hospital,
where three of themwere de-
clared dead on arrival. Police
haveinformedtheirfamilies,”an
officer said.
Duringenquiry,policefound

that the boys were warned by
the caretaker of the ghat near
Wazirabad bridge but they de-
cided togo foraswim.
They fourwere in thewater

whenSameerstartedstruggling
to stay afloat. Bunty told police
that he tried saving his elder
brother but the river was deep

and he couldn’t swim. Pankaj
and Sumit also tried tohelp but
drowned.
Theboyswerescreamingfor

helpwhenfishermenandlocals
rushed to help. Buntywas res-
cuedbyfishermenwhothrewa
net at him and pulled him out.
The others couldn’t be saved in
time.
Families told police that the

boyslikedtoruninthemorning
because all of themwanted to
apply for the Indian Army and
Police Services examinations in
the future. Their fathers work
oddjobstoearnmoneyfortheir
families, saidpolice.

Director of finance firm arrested for
‘cheating’ over 500 people of Rs 3 crore

2 arrested for
kidnapping
newborn

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST29

THEECONOMICOffencesWing
(EOW) of Delhi Police has ar-
rested the director of a finance
companyforallegedlycheating
more than 500 people on
the pretext of getting them
to invest in schemes and fixed
deposits.
Policeidentifiedtheaccused

asMurari Kumar Srivastav, and
alleged that he had fled with
more than Rs 3.5 crore of in-
vestors’money.
R K Singh, Additional

CommissionerofPolice(EOW),

said Srivastav ran the company
along with other directors at
Paharganj. Police said they are
questioning Srivastav and con-
ductingraidsandtomakemore
arrests.
“They targeted investors in

Delhi-NCR and collectedmore
than Rs 3.5 crore. The accused
promisedreturnsonthe invest-
ments but shut the company
andfled.Wehavefoundthat531
peoplewere cheated by the ac-
cused,” saidSingh.
Policeinitiallyreceivedcom-

plaints from38 people.Most of
them invested Rs 2 lakh-Rs 10
lakh in theschemes.
The people said they were

promised 18% interest on the
schemes. They were also told
that the company is registered
with the Reserve Bank of
India and authorised by the
government.
“The company had been

cheating people for three years.
Weareyettoreceiveothercom-
plaints and ascertain the total
amount.Theywereneitherreg-
isteredwithRBInorauthorised,”
saidSingh.
Afteracasewasregisteredby

theEOW,teamsweresenttoar-
rest the directors. Using techni-
cal surveillance, Srivastav was
tracedtoBiharandarrestedfrom
Humayunpurvillage.

Srivastav and his associates
allegedly collected investments
mostlythroughcashtoavoidbe-
ingcaught, police said.
“After collectingmore than

Rs 3.5 crore from over 500 in-
vestors, he shut down the com-
pany, sold his house, and ran
away along with other associ-
ates,” saidSingh.
Thedirectorswereallegedly

collectingsmallpayments from
theirinvestorsandmaintaineda
passbook and records. Initially,
to“attract”morepeople, theac-
cused returned themoney to a
few investors and gained the
trust of many investors who
were later cheated, saidpolice.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GHAZIABAD,AUGUST29

LESS THAN 10 hours after a
three-day-old infant was kid-
nappedfromagovernmenthos-
pital, Ghaziabad Police rescued
the baby and arrested twopeo-
ple inconnectionwith thecase.
According to police, a com-

plaintwas filed after the infant
wentmissingfromaCommunity
Health Centre inMurad Nagar.
The child’smother,Meenu, had
alleged that she woke up at
around4amonSaturdaytofind
herbabyboywasmissing.
“Teams, includingSWAToffi-

cials,beganinvestigationandthe
accusedwere intercepted near
Gangnahar hours after the inci-
dent. The boywas safely recov-
ered from the accused and
handed over to the family,” said
DrIrajRaja,SPRuralGhaziabad.
After the woman informed

her family, a large crowd gath-
eredoutsidethehospital.Angry
familymembersandlocalsfrom
Surana village blocked the
Meerut-Ghaziabadstretchofthe
highway, demanding action
against the hospital staff. The
blockade lasted for a few hours
andwas only lifted after senior
officialspromisedswift action.
PoliceobtainedCCTVfootage

andarrestedVijay,atransgender,
andonePrinceaftertheteamze-
roed in on them on Saturday
night.
Police said the accused con-

fessedtostealingthebabyasthey
wantedtotakehimhome.Police,
prima facie, have not found any
evidencethatthechildwasbeing
trafficked.
Twoward stafferswere sus-

pended for alleged negligence,
said an official fromGhaziabad
MedicalDepartment.

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, AUGUST29

THEPOLICEprobeintothedeath
of gangster Ankit Gujjar (29) at
Tihar Jail earlier this month
foundthataslapwasthetrigger
for anallegedassault onhimby
security personnel, The Indian
Express has learnt. Sources in
West district police said they
recordedstatementsof12jailin-
matesand10jailofficials,which
revealed that Gujjar had al-
legedly slapped the prison
deputysuperintendent(DS),af-
terwhichjailsecuritypersonnel
allegedly beat him up before
shiftinghimtoanothercell.
Sources said two other in-

mateswhowereinjured,Gurjeet
SinghandGurmeetSingh,were
lodged inward 5A, cell number
26, alongwithGujjar.
“Intheirstatements, thetwo

brothers told police that amo-
bile phone and a charger were
recovered fromGujjar’s posses-
sionduringa surprise searchby
jail staff in their ward. The DS
came and allegedly slapped
Gujjar, who slapped him back.
They alleged that the DS called

more security personnel and
told them that three of them
(Gujjar and the two other in-
mates) had attacked staff... and
ordered the personnel to
charge...,” saidapolice source.
The brothers said in their

statementsthatafterthealleged
assault, theywereshifted toan-
other cell where Gujjar was
found dead the next morning.
“Policealsorecordedstatements
of jailofficials,whocorroborated
this,” said thesource.
The deputy superintendent

andfiveofhissubordinateswere
suspended after the incident.
UrvijaGoel,DCP(West),hadsaid,
“We have already booked six
persons in the case and are in-
vestigating thematter.”
Gujjarwasanaccusedinthe

murder of BJP leader Vijay
Pandit outside his Dadri home
in 2014. He was arrested in
2015. Police had received
Gujjar’sautopsyreport fromthe
medicalboardof threedoctors,
whichstated, “Therearemulti-
ple injuries... thecauseofdeath
due to haemorrhage conse-
quentupononlycumulativeef-
fect of multiple blunt force in-
juries sustained to thebody.”
Gujjar’s father VikramSingh

had alleged that his son was
killedbyjailofficialsasherefused
togivethem“protectionmoney”.
Vikram had also shared a pur-
ported video of an inmatewho
waslodgedinthesamecellashis
son, wherein he claims that
Gujjarwasslappedbythedeputy
superintendent, andhe slapped
himback, followingwhich “30-
35 security personnel opened
lathichargeandassaultedhimfor
around30minutes”.
Meanwhile,securityperson-

nel from Tihar and Delhi Police
havebeendeployedoutsidethe
houseof theDSandotherjailof-
ficialsafterpoliceuncoveredan
alleged plot by some criminals
to take revenge for Gujjar’s
death.
DCP (Special Cell) Pramod

Singh Kushwah said: “Satender
alias Satte was arrested for al-
legedly planning to harm a jail
official to avenge the death of
Ankit.Satenderhadaskedhisas-
sociate to procure an AK-47 to
eliminate the deputy superin-
tendentofTiharJail;theaudioof
thesamehadgoneviral.Heisin-
volved inover20criminal cases
butwas out on interim bail in a
murder case of a rival gang
member.”

HawaMahal
lookalike in
Chandni
Chowk
dismantled
NewDelhi : The building
that looked like Jaipur’s
iconic Hawa Mahal in
ChandniChowkhasbeen
dismantledby the trader
whomadeit,afterhewas
toldbytheNorthMCDto
take it down earlier this
month. The building, on
the 1.3-km pedestrian
stretchbetweenRedFort
and Fatehpuri Masjid,
was renovated by
Rajasthan-based trader
andarchitectAnkitKeyal.
Hesaidhe removed it af-
tertheNorthMCDserved
himanotice.

AtDelhiMetro
stations,
separate
toiletsfor
transgenders
NewDelhi: In an attempt
to provide a safe space
and prevent discrimina-
tion against transgender
people, the Delhi Metro
hasmadenowmadesep-
arate toilets, whichwere
earlier meant only for
people with disabilities,
opentotransgenderpeo-
ple, said a spokesperson
of the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation. At present,
Delhimetrohas347such
separatetoiletsatstations
across thenetwork.

Fellowship
forAfghan
studentsat
Jindaluniv
New Delhi : In response
to the turbulence in
Afghanistan,JindalGlobal
Universityhasintroduced
a fellowship for Afghan
students pursuing Ph.D.
intheuniversity,offering
a monthly stipend, ac-
commodationandhealth
insurance.Thefellowship
policy, JGU’s ADVANCE
(AdvancementofAfghan
NationalsinComprehen-
sive Education), will be
effective from January
2022, fora maximum of
10students.ENS

BRIEFLY

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 16,565 16,278
ICU BEDS 3,560 3,464

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Aug28 29 48 0 51,263
Aug29 31 32 0 52,636
Total 392* 14,12,244 25,080 2,55,72,044

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL *T
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TOTAL CASES

14,37,716
VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS

1,85,831
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I
FTHERE is one entity in the Hindu pan-
theon, who is known for his wisdom
and is the repository of our civilisa-
tional spirit of fairness and democracy,
it has got to be Lord Krishna.His birth is

celebrated every year as Janmashtmi or
Gokulashtami. He was born on theAshtami
tithi of the Hindu calendar during the Kr-
ishna Paksh of what in Gujarat and Maha-
rashtra is the month of Shravan. This is
equivalent to the Bhadrapad month of North
and Central India, which is usually in the
months ofAugust or September. This year is
the 5248th birth anniversary of Lord Krishna,
who was born to Ma Devaki andVasudev on
this day in Mathura jail.He is one of the most
revered deities and the ninth incarnation of
Vishnu.

According to legend, Lord Krishna took
birth to kill his maternal uncle Kansa, the evil
ruler of Mathura. To perpetuate his legiti-
macy as the supreme leader, Kansa elimi-
nated any challenger who crossed his path.
So when a seer prophesied that the eighth
child of his sister and Krishna's mother Devaki
would be his nemesis, he imprisoned her

with her husbandVasudev.He killed all their
six children who were born in captivity.How-
ever, at the time of the birth of their seventh
child, Balram, the embryo was mystically
transferred to Princess Rohini’s womb. So
when the couple’s eighth child,Krishna,was
born, Kansa was lulled into a sense of com-
placency.Taking advantage of the midnight
hour, when the entire palace was in deep
slumber,and a raging thunderstorn,Vasudev
carried the baby in a basket, smuggled him
out and took him to Nand and Yashoda’s
house in Vrindavan. He then returned to
Mathura to the palace with a baby girl and
handed her over to Kansa. When the king
tried to kill the baby, she transformed into
Goddess Durga ,warning him about his im-
pending doom. Krishna grew up in Vrinda-
van and finally killed his demonic uncle.

The whole episode is a metaphor for the
human condition. Krishna was born amid
chaos when persecution was rampant, free-

doms were denied,evil was everywhere and
there was a threat to his life.Given the hostile
atmosphere around him, he grew up with
foster parents in Gokul.To conceal his divin-
ity, he grew up as a commoner, fraternised
with everybody, regardless of where each
came from. Shaped by his surroundings, he
conceived a holistic and equitable society
and laid the framework of what we know as
dharma today.Krishna is considered a poor-
navatar or a human whose godly qualities
were manifested in full. In fact,he is beyond
religion and embodies a universal philoso-
phy.This is one of the reasons why the wor-
ship of Krishna has even transcended
boundaries, considering the global appeal of
the ISKCON (International Society of Krishna
Consciousness) movement. This is because
Krishna is the personification of love and
compassion.

His attraction to devotees is magnetic.He
is ever joyful, he is the preacher of Karma

Yoga (the path for unification with God
through work without attachment). He is
the perfect practitioner himself, helping
people selflessly and for the greater good. It
is from this position of strength that he de-
livered a discourse to his disciple and close
friend Arjuna on the eve of the grand Ma-
habharata war. The kernel of this became
Bhagvad Gita,one of the greatest scriptures
of Hinduism.

This year Krishna Jamashtami will be cel-
ebrated onAugust 30.Devotees celebrate it
with much pomp and fervour,visiting the Kr-
ishna temple, observing fast, singing devo-
tional songs and continuing celebrations till
midnight to celebrate the divine moment of
his birth as an earthly avatar. Much of the
momentum begins a few days in advance
in the city of his birth,Mathura. Locals stage
plays and dance dramas,enacting the life of
Lord Krishna as Lilas.The Nanda Utsav is cel-
ebrated in Mathura and Vrindavan the day
after.Maharashtra celebrates the lighter side
of the Lord as a young boy through a recre-
ation of Dahi Handi. Story goes that the
women of Vrindavan, where Krishna spent
his childhood,would tie their freshly churned
butter pots at a height so that he could not
steal them with his friends.But he outwitted
them, forming a human pyramid with his
friends and having his way with the butter.
Recreating that ritual,devotees fill an earth-
ern pot with dahi (curd) and makkhan (white
butter) and drop it down from a coiled rope
spanning both ends of the neighbourhood.
The groups who set this up are called man-
dals and the boy participants are known as

Krishna Janmashtami is not just a festival, it is an occasion to renew
our commitment to dharma and contextualise it in our daily lives

सदवै आपको

सही राह िदखाए

ज�मा�मी क� बधाई

Shaped by his
surroundings, he
conceived a holistic
and equitable
society and laid the
framework of what
we know as
dharma today.
Krishna is
considered a
poornavatar or a
human whose
godly qualities
were manifested in
full. In fact, he is
beyond religion
and embodies a
universal
philosophy

Universal love
Govindas,who compete with each other to
break the pot.The ritual has now become a
community sport where the boys are
awarded for cresting the handi at the high-
est elevation.And given the surfeit of visual
media,Dahi Handi has now become a spec-
tacular acrobatic display.

At the stroke of midnight,devotees wash

statues of baby Krishna, clothe him in new
fabric and place him in a cradle. The devo-
tees then break their fast, sharing food and
sweets. Women draw tiny footprints out-
side their homes, particularly the kitchen,
symbolising Krishna's notional arrival and
his blessings by extension. It is a time for re-
newing our faith.

New Delhi
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MARTYRDOM ON 30 AUG 2016

On 30 Aug 2016, Lance Naik Rajendra
Singh made the supreme sacrifice in the line
of duty and attained martyrdom while
serving at Line of Control in Akhnoor Sector
(J&K) in ‘Operation Rakshak’. We bow our
heads in reverence of the martyred soldier.
He, in the true traditions of the 2nd
Battalion the Rajputana Rifles, made the
supreme sacrifice for the motherland. It is

because of soldiers like him, that today every member of the
2nd Battalion the Rajputana Rifles holds his head high.

‘MAY THE ALMIGHTY CONFER EVERLASTING PEACE
TO YOUR NOBLE SOUL’

REMEMBERED AND REVERED BY

COMMANDING OFFICER AND ALL RANKS

2nd BATTALION THE RAJPUTANA RIFLES (EVER
VICTORIOUS)

14 Oct 1976 - 30 Aug 1999

This historic day fills our hearts with pride
and sorrow alike when in the highest
traditions of the Indian Army, you laid down
your life in the line of duty. World is a
lesser place without you but we know that
you are with the gods above and even
heavens have improved by your gracious
presence.

Fondly remembered by

CO AND ALL RANKS OF 3 RAJPUT

LANCE NAIK
RAJENDRA

SINGH

CAPT SUNEEL
KUMAR YADAV,
(POSTHUMOUS)

AUCTION NOTICE
This notice is for auction of unserviceable/ scrap/
unusable state property i.e. wooden scrap/furniture/iron
items/ computer peripherals/ misc items lying in 1 Delhi
R&V Sqn NCC Gdaipur, Mehrauli, New Delhi. A pay
order/DD of Rs. 1000/- in favour of OC, 1 Delhi R&V
Sqn NCC is required to be deposited with the unit to
participate in tendering. Tenders are being invited from
interested venders. Tenders must be sealed and
dropped inside the tender box placed at above
mentioned address up to 1300 hrs on 04 Oct 2021.
Tenders will be opened at 1600 hrs by the Board of
Officers on the same day. Interested bidders can see
the stores items from 27 Sep 2021 to 30 Sep 2021 from
1000 hrs to 1700 hrs at above mentioned address.
Competent authority has full right to withdraw or make
changes in the tendering process.

Sd/-
(Dushyant Bali)

Col
DIP/Shabdarth/0276/21-22 Officer Commanding

II,, PramodKumar S/oS L
SrivastavaR/o 228A,Near
Narmal School, Alahdadpur,
PS-Rajghat, Gorakhpur, UP-
273001havechangedmyname
toPRAMODKUMAR
SRIVASTAVA for all future
purposes. 0070751843-1

II,, Nidhi Kalra W/oVarunPathak
R/oB-41, Vrindavan
Apartment, sector-6, Plot no-1,
Dwarka, NewDelhi-110075,
have changed thenameofmy
minor sonAyushPathakaged
about 12Years andhe shall
hereafter be knownasAayush
Kalra. 0070751847-1

II BarkhaD/O,DevendraSingh
RawatR/o FlatNo-49, 2nd
Floor, Pocket-02, Sector-23,
Rohini, NewDelhi-110085have
changedmyname toBarkha
Rawat 0040582238-1

II Devender SinghRawat S/O,
Jeetpal SinghRawatR/o Flat
No-49, 2nd Floor, Pocket-02,
Sector-23, Rohini, NewDelhi-
110085havechangedmyname
toDevendraSinghRawat

0040582237-1

II ZUBERS/OANWARR/OHouse
A-1260, StreetNo-24, Pocket-4,
SoniyaVihar, Delhi, Delhi-
110094declare that nameof
my father andmymother has
beenwronglywrittenas
ANWARKHANandBARISHA in
myall educational
documents. Theactual name
ofmy father andmymother
areANWARandWARISHA.

0070751849-1

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

VISHWASWAGHMODE
MUMBAI, AUGUST29

DAYS AFTER Maharashtra
TransportMinisterAnilParabwas
caught on camera directing the
police to arrest Unionminister
NarayanRane, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has sent him a
notice asking him to appear be-
foreitonTuesday,August31.
Parabsaidtherewasnoclarity

astowhytheEDhadsummoned
himbecause the EDnotice only
mentions the summons to him
“aspartofaninvestigation”with-
outmentioningaspecificcase.
“As expected, Anil Parabhas

been served a notice by the ED
assoonastheJanAshirwadYatra
concluded. The central govern-
ment has started its work. The
epicentreof theearthquakewas
Ratnagiri(referringtoRane’sar-
rest) and Parab is the Guardian
Minister of that district. Please
understandthechronology.This
is a legal battle which wewill
fight legally,” Shiv Sena MP
SanjayRaut tweeted.
Parab said it was unclear in

which connection he had been

summoned by the ED. “This
evening I received theEDnotice,
but there is nomention of any
case in it.Theonlything it says is
to appear before EDat 11 amon
August31.So, Ican’tsayinwhich
connection the notice has been
served,butitsays‘aspartofanin-
vestigation’.Wehad anticipated
somethinglikethis.Now,wewill
examineitlegallyandrespondto
it,”saidParab,speakingwithme-
diapersonsonSundayevening.
When asked whether the

Centreactedinavindictiveman-
ner, Parab said, “I will not com-
ment on it now. I will respond
legallyafter studying the issue.”
To a query whether he will

appearbeforetheED,Parabsaid,
“I will examine it legally and
thentakeadecision.”
Parab, known to be close to

Maharashtra Chief Minister
UddhavThackeray,wascaughton

camera lastweek issuing direc-
tionstoarrestRane.Theguardian
minister of Ratnagiri was at a
pressconferenceonTuesday,dur-
ingwhichhebrokeofftohavetwo
phoneconversations.Afterreceiv-
ingthefirstcall,hemadeanother
call – apparently to a police offi-
cer. Ranewas arrested bypolice
for his threatening to “slap”
Thackerayremarks.

“Hello, what are you people
doing? But you need to do it.
Have you detained him or
not?…Whatorderaretheyask-
ingfor?TheHighCourtandses-
sionscourthaverejectedhisbail
(plea)… then use the police
force,” Parabwas heard saying
on thephone. Theministerwas
audible as hewas seatedbefore
openmicrophones.
Shiv Sena sources said the

party would stand behind the
seniorleader.Theissueof theED
notice was discussedwith the
partyleadership,whichisstand-
ingbyhim,andtheyhavedecided
tofightitoutlegally,saidsources.
“There is huge support and

sympathy for Parab in the party
andamongpartycadres.Because
theEDnoticehascomedaysafter
Parabwas caughton cameradi-
recting thepolice toarrestRane.
So, the partywill stand behind
Parabinthisentireepisode,”said
a senior Sena leader. Earlier, for-
mer Mumbai Police officer
SachinWaze, in a letter submit-
tedtotheNIAcourt,hadclaimed
thatParabhadaskedhimtocarry
outextortionofRs50crorefrom
aprivate trust.
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URGINGPEOPLEtotransformhis
mantraof ‘SabkaPrayas’ (collec-
tive endeavour) into reality,
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
Sunday said India can attain the
heights in sports it deserves
througheveryone’scontribution.
The PrimeMinister had first

used the slogan ‘Sabka Prayas’
during his Independence Day
speech thisyear.
Duringthe80theditionofhis

monthly ‘Mann Ki Baat’ radio
programme on Sunday, the
PrimeMinister said, “This is the
period of 75 years of
Independence.Thisyear,wehave
tomakeanewresolve,thinknew
every day, and increase our zest
to do something new. When
India will complete the cente-
naryofIndependence,thenthese
resolutions will reflect in the
foundation of its successes. So,
we cannot let this opportunity
go. We have to contribute our
maximumefforts tothis.”
Remembering hockey leg-

endMajor Dhyanchand on his
birthanniversary,whichiscele-
brated as National Sports Day,
the PM said, “I was thinking,
wherever his soul may be, he
must be extremely pleased.
Because Dhyanchand ji con-
quered theworld of hockey for
India... India’s sons and daugh-
ters have once again instilled
newlife into Indianhockey.
“No matter how many

medals wewin, until wewin a
medalinhockey, Indianscannot
fully enjoy the victory. And this
time, we did win an Olympic
medal in hockey, after a gap of
fourdecades,”hesaid.
ThePrimeMinisterurgedpeo-

pletoalsopickupothersports.“Be
itathomeoroutside,invillagesor
intowns,oursportsgroundsmust
be full. Sab khelen, sab khilen

[Everyone shouldplay, everyone
should blossom],” he said.
“Through ‘Sabka Prayas’ [every-
one’s contribution], India canat-
tain theheight in sportswhich it
deserves... All of us should strive
tofurtherthismomentum...Letus
transform themantra of ‘Sabka
Prayas’ intoreality.”
Wishingpeopleontheeveof

Janmashtami, the Prime
Ministerurgedpeopletounder-
stand the science behind festi-
vals. “Friends, when people
across theworld thinksohighly
of Indianspiritualityandphilos-
ophy, then it is our responsibil-
itytocarryforwardourglorious
traditions... Let us celebrate our
festivals by understanding the
sciencebehindthemandunder-
standingtheirmeaning,”hesaid.
ThePrimeMinisteralsospoke

at lengthaboutLordKrishnaand
discussedtheartworksofJadurani
Dasi, an American devotee and
ISKCONfollower.Hesaid,“Weare
awareof all the formsof the lord,
fromthenaughtyKanhaiyatothe
Krishnawho assumes theVirat
Swarup.Fromthemasterofscrip-
turestothemasterofweapons,be
it art, beauty or sweetness, Shri
Krishnaiseverywhere.”
The PrimeMinister also ex-

tolledthevirtuesofSanskrit,say-
ingthelanguagehelpsstrengthen
cultural tiesbetweennations.He
appreciated the contributions of
Rutger Kortenhorst, a Sanskrit
scholarandteacherinIreland;Dr
Chirapat Prapandavidya andDr
KusumaRakshamaniinThailand;
andBoris Zakharin,who teaches
Sanskrit at Moscow State
UniversityinRussiainpromoting
thelanguageintheircountries.

‘Sabka Prayas’
can take India to
new heights in
sports, says PM

PMpraised
India’s
Olympic
hockey
medal

Maharashtra
Transport
MinisterAnil
Parab
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PRESIDENTRAMNathKovindon
Sundayofferedprayerstothede-
ityofRamLallainAyodhya,visit-
ingthesitewhereaRamtemple
isbeingbuilt.Kovindsaidthecity
could not be imaginedwithout
the deity, and emphasised that
Rambelongstoeveryoneand“is
ineveryone”.
Kovind inaugurated the

Ramayan Conclave at the Ram
KathaPark.GovernorAnandiben
Patel and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath were among those
who attended the event. In his
speech at the event, the presi-
dent said hehoped that follow-
ingtheattemptsof thestateand
Central governments, Ayodhya
wouldbedeveloped as a centre
ofhumanwelfare.Healsohoped
for the city to be an example of
social harmony, and added that
hewished for it to be known in
thefutureforits“moralandspir-
itualculture”,andasaglobalhub
of educationandresearch.
Earlier in the day, the presi-

dent,onthefourthandfinalday
ofhisUttarPradeshvisit,arrived
in Ayodhya on a special presi-
dential train, and inaugurated
the Ramayan Conclave. Kovind
visitedtheRamJanmabhoomito
seektheblessingsof“RamLalla”,
and later in the day he offered
prayers at the famous
Hanumangarhi temple.
“Ayodhya is thebirth landof

Bhagwan Ram and his leela
bhoomi.WithoutRam,it ishard
to even imagine Ayodhya. This
connectionofAyodhyaandRam
hasbeenmentioned inSanskrit
poet Bhasa’s Pratimanatakam...
Without Ram, Ayodhya isn’t

Ayodhya.Where there is Ram,
there isAyodhya,”Kovindsaid.
Headded,“Byorganisingthe

Ramayan Conclave, the state
government has taken
Ramayana to the people and I
appreciate CMYogi Adityanath
andhis entire team. I havebeen
told that theRamayanConclave
lastyearwasverymuchsuccess-
ful and it is amatter of great joy
thattheconclaveisbeingorgan-
ised in several UP districts this
year.SpreadingRamayanaisalso
important because the life val-
uesgiveninRamayanarealways
relevant forhumanity.”
Kovindtoldtheaudiencethat

the conclave was important to
encourageculturalandreligious
tourism,andincreasetheappeal
of Indian culture. Several places
connectedto theRamayanacir-
cuit,undertheSwadeshDarshan
programme,were inaugurated,
President Kovind said, adding
that itwouldprovideseveral fa-
cilities to tourists and devotees.

Projectsrelatedtotheexpansion
and renovation of the Tulsi
Smarakwerealso inaugurated.
“I am happy to be here

among you all. I believe that
Ramayanaissuchauniquebook
that gives amessage to human
beings to follow the values of
life,” said thepresident.
Emphasisingtheimportance

ofRaminthecontextofAyodhya,
Kovind tweeted that RamKatha
waspopularnotonlyinIndiabut
acrosstheglobe.“Therearemany
readableformsofRamKatha,in-
cluding Ramcharitmanas of
GoswamiTulsidasinnorthIndia,
KrittivasRamayanaintheeastern
partof India,KambanRamayana
inthesouth,”headded.
Governor Anandiben Patel

saidAyodhyawas knownacross
theworld as the landof religion
and culture. She added, “On the
culturalmapof India,Ayodhya is
theonly city fromwherepeople
believingindifferentsectsofreli-
gionandfaithhavebeenpresent.”
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SAMAJWADI PARTY (SP) presi-
dent AkhileshYadav on Sunday
visitedfive-timeBahujanSamaj
Party (BSP) MLA and former
VidhanSabhaSpeakerSukhdev
Rajbhar at his residence in
Lucknow’sGomtiNagararea.
InablowtotheBSP,Rajbhar,

who represents Azamgarh dis-
trict’s Didarganj seat in the
Assembly,announcedhisretire-
ment from politics on July 31,
and said his son Kamlakant
(Pappu)wouldfollowAkhilesh’s
leadership.
Kamlakant, present at the

meeting between the SP presi-
dentandhisfather,toldreporters,
“My father has been suffering
frompost-Covid complications
sincehegotinfectedlastyear.The
visitbyAkhileshjiwasnotpoliti-
cal.Hehadcometocheckonmy
father’s health.We are grateful
thathecamealltheway.”
Senior SP leaders said the

visit was significant, given
SukhdevRajbhar’sstature inhis
community in Azamgarh. “The
visit sends a message to the
Rajbhar community that
Akhilesh ji is standing with
them.AllofusknowthattheBSP
has disappointed many of its
senior leaders, and hence the
visit shouldhelp the SP transfer
someofBSP’svotes towardsthe
party innextyear’spolls,” saida
senior leader.
Inaletterannouncinghisre-

tirement from politics, the 75-
year-old Rajbhar had warned
thattheBahujanmovementwas
weakening.

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHARAUGUST29

PUNJABCONGRESSgeneralsec-
retary Pargat Singh Sunday
questionedstatepoliticalaffairs
in-charge Harish Rawat about
thedecision tohandthe leader-
shipof the2022Assemblyelec-
tion campaign to Punjab Chief
MinisterAmarinderSingh.
Speaking to reporters at a

social gathering, Pargat Singh,
the Jalandhar Cantonment
MLA, asked Rawat to explain
whenthedecisionwastaken,as
a committee formed two
months ago underMallikarjun
Kharge had decided that the
elections would be held under
the leadership of Sonia and
RahulGandhi.
RawathadonAugust25said

that the 2022 Punjab elections
willbefoughtunderAmarinder
Singh after meeting four state
ministers whowere said to be
seeking theCM’souster.
PargatSinghsaidthatin2017,

AmarinderSinghwasthefaceof
the Congress in the state. But
questionswerenowbeingraised
on the fulfillment of promises
madebytheChiefMinisterafter
four-and-half-yearsofCongress
rule,hesaid.
“There is no question of

groupism in here, but I feel sad
that such a strong leader like
Amarinder Singh has not been
able to fulfill promises for the
pastfour-and-a-half-years,”said
the formerHockeyOlympian.
Asked about new Punjab

Congress chief Navjot Singh
Sidhu’s‘eyeforaneye’comment,
PargatSinghsaiditseemedtobe
directed towards Rawat, since
Sidhu has “great respect for
Sonia ji, Rahul ji and Priyanka
Gandhi”.

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
PHAGWARAAUGUST29

THESHIROMANIAkaliDal(SAD)
and Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
combine Sunday held its first
rally intherun-uptonextyear’s
Punjab Assembly polls. The fo-
cus of the rally, in Phagwara’s
DanaMandi,was onDalits, stu-
dents,women,farmers,andcon-
tractual employees.
SADpresident Sukhbir Singh

Badal said theywill create one
lakhgovernmentjobsandreserve
33per cent of them for students
whostudiedinstate-runschools.
He also promised 50 per cent
reservationinjobsforwomen.

He said aRs10-lakh student
cardschemewillbelaunchedto
help studentswhowant to un-
dertakehighereducation.Badal
promised400unitsof freeelec-
tricity free to every consumer
everymonth. “Contractual em-
ployeeswillallberegularisedby
our government and covered
under aRs10 lakhhealth insur-
ancescheme,"hesaid.
“If voted to power, our gov-

ernmentwillrestorealldropped
welfareschemes.Wewillrestart
theSCscholarship,”Badal said.
Ramji Gautam, Member of

Parliamentandnationalcoordi-
nator of BSP said: “When we
unite, the Centre will have to
takeback the three farmlaws.”

New Delhi: Following Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
August 15 announcement, the
Railwayshasfloatedatenderfor
58VandeBharat trainsets inor-
dertorollout75suchtrainsdur-
ing the 75 weeks of “Azadi ka
AmritMahotsav”.
At present, only two such

trains are in operation—both
from Delhi. One goes to Katra
andtheother toVaranasi.
According to the tender, 102

suchtrainswillbedeliveredtothe
RailwaysbyMarch2024, anoffi-

cialsaid,adding75ofthemwillbe
availablebyAugust15nextyear.
The new coaches will be

manufactured at the Integral
CoachFactory,Chennai,Modern
Coach Factory, Rae Bareilly and
RailCoachFactory,Kapurthala.
Officialssaid30rakesaretobe

manufacturedat ICFand14each
atMCFandRCF.Theclosingdate
forthetenderisOctober20.Apre-
bid meeting will be held on
September 21with the cut-off
dateforthesubmissionofpre-bid
queriesbeingSeptember14.ENS

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA,AUGUST29

AGROUPofBJPMLAsledbyfor-
mer healthminister Sudip Roy
Barman Sunday held a public
meeting inAgartala to “identify
mistakes”bytheTripuragovern-
ment and state party unit, say-
ing thesewould be brought up
before thecentral leadership.
Roy Barman told reporters

that the party and government
havelittleinterestinlisteningto
grassrootsworkers.
Hesaid:“Wehavegiventhem

scope to speak and lighten their
minds.Someofthemmighthave
saidsomeuntowardthings.They
are saying these out of pain and
anguish. The party and govern-
ment aren’t listening to their
voices.Weshallbringthesetothe
attentionofDelhi, thepartyand
thestategovernment.”
Asked if he is in touchwith

the Trinamool Congress, Roy

Barman said: “I haven’t con-
tacted them, I am confident
noneofthosewithushavecom-
municatedwith TMC. I am not
sure if anyone else has done it. I
amcomfortablewhere I am.”
Roy Barman, who moved

from TMC to BJP in 2017, was
Health Minister in the Biplab
Deb cabinet. He was dropped
later, ostensiblyowing todiffer-
enceswith theChiefMinister.
In2020,RoyBarman,accom-

panied by five otherMLAs, vis-
ited New Delhi to speak with
partypresident JPNadda.
AskedaboutSunday’smeet-

ing, BJP spokespersonNabendu
Bhattacharya said he had no
knowledgeof it.
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AS INDIA evolves into a “front-
line” nation in the global com-
munity, the current “mantra” of
successwould be to pull out all
academicfacultiesfromsilosand
integrate them formeaningful
andcost-effectiveoutcomes,said
UnionMinister of State in the
PMO,Personal,PublicGrievance
and Science & Technology, Dr
JitendraSingh,here.
Speaking during the signing

of two MoUs by IIM-Jammu
with AIIMS-Jammu and IIT-
JammuonSundya, theminister
cited the example of the Covid-
19pandemic.“Almosteveryde-
partment, ministry, or agency
hadlaunchedaprojectonCovid
becauseitfetchedvisibility,me-
diaattractionandalsofunds’’the
ministersaid,adding,“If onlyall
these different agencies or de-
partments had pooled their re-
sourcestocomeupwithasingle
project,theoutcomescouldhave
beenmanifoldbetter.”
Singh added that he had di-

rectedalldepartmentsandmin-
istriesofthegovernmenttocon-
duct theme-based projects
rather than department-based
ones.

Govt depts must
integrate resources
for best outcomes:
Jitendra Singh

SAD-BSP’s quota promise:
50% for women in jobs, 33%
for govt school students

Attherally inPhagwaraonSunday.Express
Tripura BJP MLAs meet to
identify ‘party mistakes’

PresidentRamNathKovindoffersprayersat theRam
temple inAyodhya,Sunday.PTI

President visits temple site in
Ayodhya, prays to Ram Lalla

Akhilesh calls
on 5-time BSP
MLA Sukhdev
Rajbhar

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

HAT IN THE RING
WITHLOKSabhaMPKartiChidambaramopenlyevincingin-
terest tohead theTamilNaduCongress, thepartyhighcom-
mand's attempts to revamp the unit is now being keenly
watched. Although Congress is nowa fringe player in Tamil
Nadu,seniorleaderRahulGandhiismuchinterestedinparty
affairsinthestate.OnegetstohearthatKarti'sLokSabhacol-
leagueandKarurMP Jothimani couldalsobeconsidered for
thepost if theparty leadershipdecides toreplaceKSAlagiri.
Karti, thesonofveteranPChidambaram,isalsoaformidable
contender. It isnotknownwhetherLokSabhaMPManickam
Tagore, the AICC in charge of Telanganawho is considered
close toRahul, is interested in takingupthe job.

TAKING TIME OFF
AHEADOF the impending assembly elections in somestates,
Delhi ChiefMinisterArvindKejriwal, the star campaigner for
AamAadmiParty,setoffSundaytoJaipurfora10-dayVipassana
camp. At the camp, hewill be free of all distractions such as
phoneandother formsof communications andwill dedicate
histimetomeditation. ItappearsliketheChiefMinister istak-
ing timeoff for somesolitary reflectionbeforehegets sucked
into the rough and tumble of campaigning for Punjab,
Uttarakhand,UttarPradeshandGoaelectionsearlynextyear.

HYBRID OPTION
SUPREMECOURT,whichhasbeenhearing cases via thevir-
tualmodesincethelockdownlastyear, isgearinguptograd-
ually resume physical operations. Starting September 1,
lawyers inmatters listed for final hearing on non-miscella-
neousdays—Tuesday,WednesdayandThursday—willhave
ahybridoptionandcanopttobeheardinthephysicalmode
byregisteringonthecourt’sportal. If thenumberof lawyers
appearing inacase ismore than20, itwill beheardonlyvir-
tuallyunlessthecourtfeelsotherwise.Anyothermattermay
alsobeheardinphysicalmodeonnon-miscellaneousdaysif
the Bench agrees. The court hadmade plans to start hybrid
hearings inMarch this year aswell but it did not take off ef-
fectivelybecauseof thesecondCovidwave.

Sindhudurg:Unionminister
andBJPleaderNarayanRane
Sunday said the Shiv Sena
promotesleaderswhospeak
againsthim,andclaimedthat
his arrestwas an attempt to
disrupt his Jan Aashirvaad
Yatra. “Someministerswho
think of themselves as the
Presidentgaveorders formy
arrest. They were trying to
stopmy yatra. In Shiv Sena,
whoever speaks againstme
is promoted,” Rane said in
Kankavali on the last day of
hisyatra. ENS

IN SENA,WHOEVER
SPEAKS AGAINSTME
IS PROMOTED: RANE

Daysafterhe toldcops toarrest
Rane,ministergetsEDsummons

Punjab
Congress
general
secretary
PargatSingh

Former
health
minister
SudipRoy
Barman

Clarify on move to make
Amarinder poll leader:
state gen secy to Rawat

I-Day announcement: Rlys floats
tender for 58 Vande Bharat trains

New Delhi
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GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
POWER (ELECT.) DEPARTMENT

DISPUR ::: GUWAHATI-6
ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE POST OF MANAGING DIRECTOR,

ASSAM POWER GENERATION CORPORATION LIMITED, ASSAM
Power (Electricity) Department, Government of Assam invites application from
eligible candidates with outstanding career having at least 20 years of relevant
experience and proven managerial and leadership quality for the post of
Managing Director, Assam Power Generation Corporation Limited.

About the Organisation:

Assam Power Generation Corporation Limited, a State Public Sector
Enterprises of Assam, having annual turnover of Rs. 503.98 crores and Annual
Net Profit of about Rs. 4.28 crores, was incorporated in 2005 as a Limited
Company under Companies Act, 1956. {Presently Companies Act, 2013} with its
registered office at Bijulee Bhawan, Paltan Bazar, Guwahati-1, Assam.

Job Description: The Managing Director is the Chief Executive of the Company
and accountable to the Board of Directors and the Government of Assam.
He/She will be responsible for day to day operation, efficient and effective
functioning and management of the Company for achieving the corporate goals
and performance parameters. The Managing Director will also be responsible
for strategic planning for Company’s continuous growth, capacity augmentation
and modernization of the grid and transmission network besides expeditious and
time bound project implementation.

Eligibility:-

4. Qualification and Experience: The minimum quailification of the post should
be gradution from a recognized University with execlient academic record and
adequate experience at senior level of management in reputed organization
in the Power Sector. He/She should have a proven track record of
performance in design, planning project implementation and administrative
function for a minimum period of 20 (twenty) years. Persons with
Technical/Engineering/Post Graduate Management Qualifications (MBA or
PGDM) or professional qualification of CA/ICWA and having experience in the
fields of Finance, HR, Marketing, Technical Services etc. will have added
advantage. The Company is looking for leadership quality in a candidate who
will be capable of leading the company, motivating all engineers and
employees to achieve high standards in performance.

5. Government Officers not below the rank of Additional Secretary to the
Government of Assam or its equivalent rank with adequate experience in the
relevant field will be eligible.

6. Candidates from private sector, CPSE and State Government
Company/Undertaking in the rank of General Manager Engineering
Discipline) and above also will be eligible for above post and may apply.

Age:

Minimum age of the candidate should not be less than 50 years and maximum
age should not exceed 57 years as on 31.03.2021. Upper age limit is relaxable
by another one year in case of inhouse candidate.

Age of Superannuation: 60 (sixty) years.

Tenure of Appointment:-
Subject to the terms and conditions issued by Government of Assam the initial
tenure of appointment will be for a period of 3 (thee) years. The tenure may be
extended by another two years or up to superannuation whichever is earlier,
subject to satisfactory performance of the incumbent.

Salary and Perks:

The post carries a fixed pay of Rs.1,60,000/- (Rupees one lakh sixty thousand)
per month (without grade pay) plus other allowance admissible as per company
Rules. Higher starting pay may be given considering the qualification,
experience. Moreover pay protection to successful candidates under govt.
service/regulatory service etc. may be provided.

Submission of Application:

Eligible candidates may submit their applications duly signed along with a
photograph of the applicant, full bio-data/C.V, email address, self attested copies
of testimonials/certificates, pay slip etc. may be submitted online vide email
(dy.secy.power@gmail.com) on or before 30.09.2021

Application sent after last date shall be liable for rejection.

Candidates serving in Government, Public Sector Enterprises or Statutory
Bodies should apply through proper channel with a no-objection from their
present employer at the time of interview.

TA &D.A for appearing for interview:

Single to and from economy class airfare by shortest route from residence/place
of present posting to the place of interview would be reimbursed to the
candidates called for the interview subject to production of original travel
documents and receipts.

Other Conditions.

The selected candidate shall have to join the assignment within one month from
the date of issue of appointment letter and an undertaking to that effect shall
have to be submitted at the time of interview.

Sd/-
Principal Secretary to the Govt. of Assam,

Power (Electricity) Department,
Janasanyog No-D/4905/21 Dispur, Guwahati-06.
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HUNDREDS OFmillions of mi-
grantworkersweretheworstaf-
fectedbytherepeatedCovid-in-
duced economic disruptions as
their livelihood opportunities
disappeared overnight. As the
Covidvaccinationrateincreases,
there is hope that the economy
will growand createmore jobs.
Butwillthathappen
inamannerthatcre-
ates job opportuni-
ties for migrant
workers, who are
drivenoutof homes
by acute economic
distress?
Thecountryisal-

ready witnessing a
“K-shaped”recovery
where bigger firms have
bounced backwhilemillions of
small andmarginal firms con-
tinueto languish.Under thecir-
cumstances, there is a high
chance thatmigrantsmay con-
tinue tostruggle.
Moreover, the evidence of

thepasttwodecadesshowsthat
the Indian economy has gone

from experiencing
jobless growth to
witnessing a reduc-
tion in total employ-
ment. Persistently
highunemployment
rates have become
the new normal.
Again, with meagre
levels of skills, mi-

grant workers often find they
canonlyparticipate in a limited
numberof activities.
Under the circumstances,

whatcangovernmentsdotocre-
atemore livelihood opportuni-
ties formigrantworkers?What
are the policy changes required
toaddress thegrievancesof un-
employment among migrant

workers?What is the role that
bigprivate sector firmscanplay
intheprocess?Howcanthepri-
vate sector joinhandswith civil
society organisations and the
governmentstoimprovethefor-
tunesofmigrantworkers?
Thefiftheditionof theeight-

part webinar series Thinc
MigrationbyThe IndianExpress,
whichwill go liveMonday, will
address these questions.
Presentedby OmidyarNetwork
India, the panel discussion
among the leaders from acade-
mia, private sector and civil so-
cietywill examine the extent of
damage to the employment of
migrant workers and suggest
whatneeds tobedonetocreate
newjobs.
Thepanel for thisedition in-

cludes keynote speakerMeher
Pudumjee (Chairperson of
Thermax Limited); Rajiv
Khandelwal(Founder,Aajeevika
Bureau), Manish Sabharwal
(Chairman, TeamLease),
Radhicka Kapoor (Fellow at
ICRIER), and Deepak Mishra
(Professor, JNU).Thesessionwill
be moderated by Udit Misra,
Deputy Associate Editor, The
IndianExpress.

IE Thinc session today on livelihood
opportunities for migrant workers

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST29

AFTERWORKING in Sharjah for
15years,TCShiju,42,returnedto
his home in Thikkodi village, in
Kozhikode district of Kerala,
about twoyears ago.Hewasex-
ploring investment choices,
whenhefoundaviableoptionin
hisvillageitself.
Withaninvestmentof justRs

1lakh,hebecameapartnerinGTF
SteelPipesandTubesLLP,anovel
manufacturingventuresetupby
expatriateshailingfromThikkodi
anditssurroundingvillages.
Set up by the Global

Thikkodiyans Forum (GTF) — a
socialmediagroupofexpatriates
fromThikkodifloatedin2015fol-
lowingaloomingjobcrisisinthe
Middle East – inMay 2018, the
unitcommencedproductionear-
lierthismonth.
This is the first such attempt

in the statewhere expatriates,
and returnees, of a village have
come together and mobilised
capital for a business enterprise
of thiskind.
Thetotal investmentof Rs18

crorewasraisedfrom207people.
Of these, 147 invested only Rs 1
lakheach.Thepriceofasharewas

fixedatRs50,000,andanindivid-
ual had to invest in at least two
shares. Therewas a cap on the
maximum investment aswell –
Rs 40 lakh per person.
“Themajor highlight of the

venture is that a large section of
investors are ordinary people
whohave some small savings, a
fewlakhrupees,afteryearsoftoil
intheGulf.Butforaninitiativeof
this type, theywould not have
beenabletobeapartofaprofes-
sionalbusinessventure,”saidGTF
Steels Chairman Mohammed
BasheerNadammal.
“Most of these returnees in-

vestintradeorhotelindustry,and
thenbackoutafterincurringhuge

losses.Ourconcernwastomake
such people a part of a business
venture,’’hesaid.
UmmerKoyilil, 60, returned

to Thikkodi village about two
years ago, after working in
Bahrainfor18years.“Itriedtoset
upasmallbusiness,butitdidnot
materialise,” he said. “I have in-
vestedonlyRs1 lakh inthisven-
ture.Thishasgivenmeexposure
to a business enterprise.
Otherwise, I would have ended
upasasmall trader,’’hesaid.
Beforedecidingtosetupaunit

tomanufacture galvanised iron
pipesandtubes,theGTFexplored
otherpossibilities,includinginte-
gratedfarmingandtourism.

Explainingwhytheyoptedto
set up the unit, GTF Steels CEO
IshaqKoyilil, also fromThikkodi,
said: “As per our analysis, the
monthlydemandofGIpipesand
tubes inKeralawas40,000met-
ric tonnes during pre-Covid. It
wouldbedownto25,000metric
tonnes now. However, the pro-
duction in Kerala is only 4,000
metric tonnes permonth. Our
monthly production capacity is
3,000metric tonnes.We see a
huge growth potential, as con-
structionand infrastructure sec-
torsarepoised formajorgrowth
inKerala.”
Noneof thepartnerswork in

thefactory.Therecruitmentwas
done in a professionalmanner,
withonlyqualified,trainedwork-
ersbeingselected.
Abdul Latheef, also from

Thikkodi,saidtheywantedtoput
forward a business and invest-
mentmodelwhichcouldbeem-
ulated across the state. “This
modelwillhelpordinaryexpatri-
ates to invest their hard-earned
savings in viable business ven-
tures.Wehave2,000-oddmem-
bers intheGTF.Onlythoseinter-
ested in investing in the steel
industrywere selected as part-
ners.We are planning other en-
terprises too, inwhich others in
theforumcaninvest,’’hesaid.

In Kerala village, expatriates join hands to set
up steel plant; invest Rs 1 lakh-40 lakh each

207people invested inGTFSteelPipesandTubes

18 children test
Covid positive
in Mumbai
children’s home

Not against O2
plant: ABVP after
lathicharge at
Ramban protest

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,AUGUST29

SENIOR BKU leader Gurnam
SinghChadunisaidSundaythata
farmerwhohadbeen injured in
the police lathicharge in Karnal
the previous day, has died of a
heartattack.HaryanaPolicehow-
ever, denied any farmer’s death
duetothelathicharge.
The BKU leader tweeted:

“SushilKajal,whoownedoneand
ahalfacresof land,hadbeenpar-
ticipatinginthefarmers’agitation
for thepastninemonths.Hehad
sufferedseriousinjuriesinthepo-
licelathichargeatKarnaltollplaza
yesterday and at night he suc-
cumbedtoaheartattack…”
Police had lathicharged a

groupoffarmersdisruptingtraffic
on a national highway while
headingtowardsKarnaltoprotest
a BJPmeeting, chaired by Chief
MinisterManoharLalKhattar,on
the upcoming panchayat polls,
Saturday. BKUclaimed50 farm-
erswereinjured,ofwhich10had
sustainedseriouswounds.
Farmer groupswill bemeet-

ing in KarnalMonday to decide
thenextcourseofaction.
Farmers who attended

Sushil’scremationSundayalsoal-
legedthathehadreceivedinjuries
inthepolicelathicharge.However,
KarnalSPGangaRamPuniasaid:
“It’sfactuallyincorrectthathedied
because of the injuries received
duringuseof forcebypolice.Had
ithappened,thefamilymembers
wouldhavecertainlygothispost-
mortemdone.Wecametoknow
abouthisdeathonlywhenhiscre-
mationwastakingplace...”

FarmersblockahighwayinPatialaonSunday.Express

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST29

ATEENAGER,whowasarrested
lastmonth for the rape and im-
pregnation of a minor girl in
Kerala’s Malappuram district,
hasbeen releaseduncondition-
allyonbailafteraDNApaternity
test camebacknegative.
The 18-year-old spent 35

daysinjudicialcustodybeforehe
was released Saturday. Police
hadtakenhimintocustodyfrom
his house on July 22midnight,
andhewasremandedinjudicial
custody thenextday.
TheClassXII studentalleged

physical andmental torture at
the hands of the police, and his
lawyer said that theywill file a
damagesuit.
“Ivehementlyobjectedtothe

allegationthatIhadrapedthemi-
norand impregnatedher. Before
thenextday'sbreak,Iwastakento
thehouseof thegirl, handcuffed.
Thegirl told thepolice that I had
abusedher andwas responsible
for thepregnancy,” the teenager
saidafterhewasreleased.

He said he knew the girl but
deniedtherewasanyrelationship
betweenthem.“Whenthepolice
forced me to confess to the
chargesofrapeandimpregnating
thegirl,Ipleadedignorance.They
torturedmementally aswell as
physicallytotaketheresponsibil-
ityforthepregnancy,”hesaid.
The teenager’s lawyer said

thepolicemovedagainstteteen
solely based on the girl’s state-
ment. “It was the prosecution’s
decisiontogoforapaternitytest
withoutanydelay.Weareplan-
ningtofileadamagesuitagainst
thepolice,” the lawyer said.
The 18-year-old’s father said

thepaternitytesthasbroughtre-
lief fortheentirefamily.“Thegirl
also hails from our locality, but
even after the DNA test result,
theyhaven’ttenderedanapology
for humiliatingmy son,” the fa-
thersaid.
Meanwhile, police sources

said although the paternity test
cameoutnegative, the teenager
will still have to face the sexual
abuse charges against him. “We
havealsostartedprobingtoiden-
tify thepersonwhohas impreg-
natedthegirl,”anofficersaid.

Arrested for raping
minor, teen gets bail
after paternity test
comes back negative

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST29

POLICE ON Sunday arrested a
maninMathurafor threatening
aMuslimman running a dosa
stall in thecity.
Theaccusedhasbeen identi-

fiedasShrikantSharma.“Wehave
arrested one person in connec-
tionwithacase.He isa localand
prima-facie it appears that he
doesnothaveanyaffiliationtoan
outfit.We are in the process of
identifying other persons in-
volvedintheincident.Furtherin-
vestigationispending,”saidanof-
ficialfromKotwaliPoliceStation.
According to Irfan, the com-

plainant, a group of men had
heckled him on August 18, ob-
jecting to thenameofhis stall—
ShrinathDosaCorner. Inavideo
whichemergedonsocialmedia,
Sharmaandothersareseentear-
ing the eatery’s banners and
warningIrfantoremovethestall
fromthecity’sVikasMarket.
Workers at the eatery said it

is owned by a local resident
namedRahul,whopaysthemRs
400 per day to run it. Irfan said,
“Wearerunningthis for the last
five years... That day, somepeo-
ple came and tore the banners
and said that Muslim people
cannot runa shopwith aHindu
name. They seemed to have an
issuewith thename.”

1 held in Mathura over threats
to Muslim cook at dosa stall

Farmer injured in Karnal
lathicharge has died of
heart attack: Chaduni

RAAKHI JAGGA
LUDHIANA,AUGUST29

Thousandsof farmers inPunjab
hit thestreetsonSunday,block-
ingtrafficonall importantstates
and national highways for two
hourstoprotestagainstthelath-
icharge on fellow agitators in
Karnal adayearlier.
The chakka jam continued

from noon till 2pm in various
Punjab villages, during which
farmers burnt effigies of the
Haryanagovernment.
Manjeet Singh Dhane, vice

president of BKU-Dakaunda,
said, “TheHaryanagovernment
orderedactionagainstuswhich
ledtoseveralfarmerssustaining
injuriesduringalahicharge.The
orders of the SDM Karnal has

been backed by the politicians.
Hence,weneedtostayunitedin
our fight for our farmer broth-
ers... We need to get ourselves
heard and also want to give a
loud and clear message to the
administration thatwe farmers
areunited."
Sukhdev Singh Kokri Kalan,

general secretary, BKUUgrahan
said, “Effigieswere burnt in 705
villagesofPunjabandat39pakka
dharnasitesbyourunion.”
JhandaSinghJethuke,another

protester, said, “Wewill intensify
our struggle in the comingdays.
OnSeptember7,wewill support
a dharna stagedby government
employees for variousdemands.
OnSeptember13,wewillgherao
MotiMahal, the personal resi-
dence of Punjab Chief Minister
AmarinderSinghinPatiala.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAMMU,AUGUST29

THE ABVP on Sunday accused
policeofharassingitsactivistsin
Ramban district allegedly for
spearheading an agitation
against“unplanned”demolition
ofsomestructuresofthegovern-
ment higher secondary school
there. According to the outfit,
theirprotest isagainst thedem-
olition but not against the con-
struction of an oxygen plant on
the site–ashasbeenstipulated
byauthorities.
Allegingthatpolicewerevis-

itingthehomesofABVPactivists
and threatening their parents,
the outfit’s J&K secretary,
Mukesh Manhas, demanded
that the administration initiate
action against Ramban police
station's SHO saying he had re-
sorted to a lathicharge on
Thursdayonagroupof activists
protesting in the town. He
warnedof intensifying theirag-
itation if no action was taken
against theRambanSHO.
Meanwhile, the district ad-

ministration has imposed CrPC
Section144inRambantownand
itsoutskirts.

Punjab farmers block
state, national highways to
protest Karnal lathicharge

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, AUGUST29

ACTORARMAANKohli,whowas
arrested by Narcotics Control
Bureau(NCB)onSundayforpos-
sessing cocaine, has also been
bookedfor“financingillicit traf-
fic and harbouring offenders”.
Theactorfacesaminimumof10
years and a maximum of 20
years inprison if convicted.
TheNCBhadsearchedKohli’s

residence Saturday based on in-
formationthathewaspossessing
drugs. Officialsrecoveredcocaine
fromatable inhisbedroom.
After his arrest, Kohli was

produced before a magistrate
courtandwasremandedtoNCB
custody for a day. His name

cropped upwhen the NCB offi-
cialswerequestioningAjayRaju
Singh, amajor drug peddler ar-
restedonSaturday,whosaidhe
sold drugs to Kohli multiple
times in the past and that Kohli
has also bought drugs from an-
otheraccused,whoisontherun.
“So far, the investigationhas

revealedthat thecasehas inter-
national linkages as the cocaine
seized isof SouthAmericanori-
gin.NCBMumbai isprobing the
routeandlinkagesusedtobring
theseizedcocainetoMumbai...”

Armaan
Kohliwas
arrestedfor
possession
of cocaine

Actor held for possessing
drugs to be probed for
‘financing illicit trafficking’

SANJANABHALERAO
MUMBAI, AUGUST29

EIGHTEEN CHILDREN from a
children’s home in Mumbai
tested positive for Covid-19. All
the infected childrenhavebeen
shifted to a Covid care centre at
Vashi in NaviMumbai. Officials
from the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
saidall of themarestable.
HarishNouni,medicalofficer

of the M East ward said, “On
August 25, one child from the
home tested positive at the
ChemburShatabdihospital and
two more tested positive on
August26. Later, all the remain-
ing inmateswere tested and 15
more tested positive. We are
keepingawatchonallof them.”
Civic officials said that an-

other screeningwill be held af-
ter fivedaysat the facility.
“Regular health check-ups of

childrenaredone.Theguidelines
ofthegovernmentarestrictlyen-
forced,” said an official from the
home.Asperprotocol, thehome
hasbeensealedandsanitisedand
allotherresidentsquarantined.
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PANDEMIC
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TRACKING THE SECOND SURGE

NEWCASES: 42,513
ACTIVE CASES:3,76,599
VACCINATIONS:62,98,30,818

DAILY DEATHS
384

TOTALDEATHS
4,38,214

WEEKLY CFR
1.35%

OVERALL CFR
1.36%

TESTS TODAY: 17,17,985 | TOTAL TESTS: 52,03,60,914

WEEKLY POSITIVITY: 2.25% | OVERALL POSITIVITY: 6.29%

STATESREPORTINGMOSTCASES

STATE NEW ACTIVE WEEKLY TOTAL
CASES CASES POSITIVITY VACCINATION

■Kerala 29,836 2,13,034 18.53% 2,79,50,601

■Maharashtra 4,666 52,844 2.36% 5,70,39,029

■AndhraPradesh 1,557 15,179 2.20% 2,87,49,800

■TamilNadu 1,538 17,322 0.99% 3,12,50,471

■Karnataka 1,262 18,784 0.70% 4,07,28,915

STATESREPORTINGMOSTDEATHS

STATE TODAY’S TOTAL WEEKLY OVERALL
DEATHS DEATHS CFR CFR

■Maharashtra 133 1,40,679 3.07% 2.20%

■Kerala 75 20,620 0.76% 0.56%

■Odisha 69 7,887 5.46% 0.79%

■TamilNadu 22 34,878 1.25% 1.35%

■AndhraPradesh 18 13,825 0.90% 0.69%

Note:DataasonAug29;vaccinationnumbersasofAug28.Deaths includethosefrompreviousdays.

New Delhi
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OPTIMISM & CAUTION
Fiftypercent Indiansgettingat leastoneshotofCovidvaccine
isasignificantmilestone.There is stillneedtounlockcarefully

LASTWEEKASthecountrycrossed60-crorecumulativevaccinations, itreached
a significantmilestone in its Covid inoculation drive. More than 50 per cent
adult Indianshavereceivedat leastoneshotof thevaccine.Officialdatashow
that99percenthealthcareworkershavereceivedthefirst jaband83percent

arefullyvaccinated.Nearly80percentfrontlineworkershavereceivedboththeshots. In
conjunctionwiththeserosurveyresultsthatindicatedtwo-thirdsofpeopleinthecoun-
tryhaveantibodiesagainstthecoronavirus,thevaccinationdataiscauseforoptimismat
atimewhenmedicalexpertsarewarningof apossible thirdwave.Thesedevelopments
are likely to give a fillip to thepost-secondwaveopening-upunderway in several parts
of thecountryandinformplansof stategovernmentstoresumephysicalclasses inedu-
cational institutions. There canbe scarcely anydoubt on theneed for people to emerge
fromthepandemic-imposedshells.Atthesametime,however,thereisalsoabundantrea-
sontosuggestthatnecessarycaveatsbebuiltintotheun-lockdownmeasures.Thetemp-
tation toassumepre-Covidnormalcyshouldbestoutly resisted.
Thegovernmenthasaskedstates tospeeduptheadministrationof thesecondshots

—asalientadvisorygiventhewell-establishedfactthattwoshotsprovidethemaximum
protectionagainstthevirus.Thefirstshotpreparestheimmunesystemtobuildantibod-
ies.Buttheseantibodiesareknowntowaneafterafewmonths.Afterthesecondjab,the
bodyproduces a stronger immune response because it nowhas substantial T cells that
identifythepathogen.However, thereismuchthat isunknownaboutthevirus’sbehav-
iour and the recent spurt inbreakthrough infections indifferentpartsof theworld sug-
gests thateventwodosesof thecurrentcropofvaccinesmaynotprovidetheprotection
theywereearlierbelievedtooffer.TheICMRhas, infact,beenalivetothisexigency. Ithas
repeatedlyunderlinedthatthevaccinesare“diseasemodifying”—theyreducethesever-
ityofCovid–butnotalways“diseasepreventing”.Thepremiermedicalresearchagency’s
counsel—andthatofotherexperts—onobservingCovid-appropriatebehaviouriseven
more prescient at a timewhenmasks aremaking a comeback in the public health dis-
courseofcountriesthatdispensedwiththisanti-Covidmeasureearlierthisyear.TheUS
CentersforDiseaseControl, forinstance,hasreverseditsearlieradvisoryandaskedpeo-
ple towearmasks inpublic indoor spaces inareaswhere thevirus is surging.
Several countries arenowplanning toadministerbooster shots topeople in2022 to

enhancetheirimmunityagainstthevirus.PolicymakersinIndiaarenotimpervioustothis
discourse. In keeping the virus at bay, thepriority should be tonudgepeople to remain
vigilant—notwaverfromCovid-appropriatebehaviour—aswellascompletethisyear’s
vaccination targets.

NO SINGLE STORY
DUdecisiontostrikeoffworksbyBama,Sukirtharaniand
MahaswetaDevi smacksof censorship in thenameof culture

LITERATURE,BY INSTINCTand inpractice, is against theoppressionof the sin-
glestory.Itisinterested,notindogma,butintexturesandvoices,chroniclesand
recordsthatconfoundeasytruths.Bypushingusintozonesofdiscomfortand
disquiet, it allows us a clearer view of human life. In doing so, it also offers a

powerfulwaytospeakbacktopower. It’sanunderstandingthatappearstohaveescaped
Delhi University authorities, who have struck off theworks of Tamilwriters Bama and
Sukirtharani, aswell as the short story ‘Draupadi’ byMahasweta Devi, from a paper of
the undergraduate English literature syllabus. No reasoned argument has beenoffered
by theDU’sOversightCommittee for thedecisions that severalmembersof theuniver-
sity’s academic council have described, in a note of dissent, as “vandalism”. The Delhi
Universityregistrardefendedthechangesbystatingapreferencefor“literarycontent…
thatdoesnothurt thesentimentsof any individual”.Healsoobjectedtothe languageof
MahaswetaDevi’s ‘Draupadi’—thestoryofDopdiMejhen,aSanthalwomangang-raped
inpolicecustody—asgoingagainst“cultureandethics”,andthefearthat itwouldmake
“studentshate themilitary.”
Itappearsthatbehindsuchdecisionsistheideaoftheclassroomasasanitisedencounter

—tobemeasuredbythedeferenceofstudentstoallkindsofauthority,especiallythestate.
Thesummarydismissal, too,of theworksofBamaandSukirtharani,whopowerfullyrep-
resenttheexperienceoflivinginanoppressivecastesociety,confirmsthisnarrowvisionand
itsanxieties.Inthenameof“culture”and“ethics”,itundoesdecadesofscholarshipandde-
batethathavepushedliteraturedepartmentstoamoreexpansiveunderstandingof liter-
ary experience andmerit — as gendered, as influenced by caste, and race and empire.
Anythingbutthesinglewholesomestory.Thatsuchadecisionhasbeentakenbyacommit-
teewhichdoesnotincludemembersfromtheEnglishLiteraturedepartment,amongother
disciplines,also leadstoworryingquestionsof thewaysyllabiarebeingvetted.According
to theDUregistrar,however, “I canreadEnglish,youcanreadEnglish. If somethingoffen-
siveiswrittensomewhere,wedon’tneedaPhDinliteraturetounderstandthat.”
Scholarsandstudentsof literaturemustnotbedistractedfromtheirwork–thecritical

studyofalltexts,whethernationalisticornot—bysuchcensoriousinstincts.Norshouldthe
classroombeheldhostagetothe“sentiments”of thosewhotakeoffenceatanychallenge
tothe“consensus”.DelhiUniversitymustrethinkitsdecisiontoshrinkthesyllabus.

Pratiksha Baxi

Today,thegatesoftheSupremeCourtmarkthe
geographyofdesperation,itsdestination

INTHE1980S,women’s groupsprotestedat
the gates of the Supreme Court against the
acquittalofpolicemenwhorapedatribalgirl,
after four lawprofessorswrote an open let-
tercritiquingthejudgment.OnDecember20,
1979, the then Chief Justice of India, Y V
Chandrachud, wrote a letter to the Gujarat
women’sgroups ledby Jyoti Sanghassuring
themthathefullysharedtheirview“thatlife
and justicemust bemade safe and accept-
able to unprotectedwomen”.Without ro-
manticising thepast, itwouldbe fair tonote
thatsuchcourtesytowomen’sgroupshasnot
beenemulatedwithinthe judiciarysince.
Protests by women against sexual im-

punity in lawand society at the gates of the
apex court have continued. For the gates of
theSupremeCourthaveoccupiedasymbolic
significanceinthegeographyof livedconsti-
tutionalism through different kinds of peo-
ple’s movements. Today, the gates of the
SupremeCourtmark the contemporary ge-
ographyofdesperation, itsdestination.
OnAugust16,2021,the24-year-oldrape

survivor who had accused Bahujan Samaj
PartyMP in 2019 of rape, set herself ablaze
alongwithherfriend,a27-year-oldman, in
frontof theSupremeCourtof India.Bothare
now dead. The victims thought of the
Facebookliveasa“dyingdeclaration”orthe
finalcomplaintagainstthelegalsystemand
thecultureof state impunity, as theycalled
out the names of those officers who they
held accountable. After this public roll call
of impunity and a powerful appeal to the
public to record their testimony, the two
friendssetthemselvesablaze.Thevictimin-
dictedthepoliceandthe judiciary forstrip-
pingherof dignity.
We are left numbwith grief aswe con-

sume theirwords, their cries and images of
their burning bodies at Gate D. The singed
handsofthesecurityguardsofanemptyapex
court,withouttheusualbustleoflawyersand
litigants, bearwitness in flesh to thecrisis in
the legalsystemtoday.
For,aspersomemediareports,thevictim

had filed a petition in the Supreme Court
pleading for a transfer of the rape case from
Allahabad toDelhi inMarch. The brother of

theaccusedMPfiledacaseofforgeryagainst
her,inwhichanon-bailablewarranthadbeen
issuedbyaVaranasicourtinAugust2021.And
theDelhi police allegedly now suspect that
theykilledthemselvesafterbeingframedin
afraudcase.Anenquiryhasbeenannounced,
andanofficer sent to judicial custody, aswe
despondentlywait formore informationon
this tragiccase.
It isdevastatingthatwehaveadark legal

history thatmutely records that rape sur-
vivors are routinely killedor kill themselves
in protest in front of police stations, courts
andgovernmentbuildings.Outrage, ifany, is
pushedtowards theconvenientdemandfor
death penalty, deflecting public attention
fromaseriousreviewof state impunity.
While the media discourse on rape is

mostly spectacularised and sensationalised,
state response also pathologises or crimi-
nalisesanti-rapeprotestthatchallengesstate
impunity.Thedominantresponsetodemand
deathpenaltydoesnot challenge cultures of
stateimpunity.Foritisnotsensationalenough
to demand accountability and strict action
againstthosewhobringfalsechargesagainst
vulnerable victims and complainants. There
is no sober and serious reflection onhow to
abolishthosepracticesofpolicingthattarget
and victimise unprotected people based on
theiridentityorstatusasthefirststeptowards
addressingthesocialproblemofviolence.
Transfersandsuspensionsarethefirstre-

sponseof governance to impunity. Practices
ofpolicingwithinasecuritystateframework
also do not actually challenge sexual im-
punity. The increased use of the National
Security Act in rape cases indicates a break-
downinroutinepolicing, rather thanassure
us of gender sensitive policing. More and
morerapesurvivors,especiallyfrommargin-
alisedcommunities,havebeenre-victimised.
The imprisonment of victims of violence is
ontheincreaseinlockdownprisons.Thereis
nojudicialenquiryonwhyvictimsofviolence
areimprisonedonfalsecountercases.There
wasnochangeinjudicialpolicydeclaringthat
norapevictimwouldbearrestedandimpris-
oned despite the outrage that followed the
imprisonment of a rape survivor on a con-

temptchargeat theheightof thepandemic.
Itisasocialfactthatthecriminallegalsys-

temoftenmerely re-arrangesa systemof il-
legalities.Forexample,rapesurvivorsarerou-
tinelypressurised to “compromise” illegally
and turn hostile in trials, failingwhich they
maybethreatenedorevenkilled.Notingthis,
the Supreme Court in Ramesh v. State of
Haryana,hasnotedthatthistechniqueofter-
rorunder theguiseof compromise ispartof
our socio-legal culture. The apex court here
givesvoice to thedesperationwhenvictims
andwitnesses are at themercy of police. In
thelockdown,thisterrorwasamplifiedastri-
alsgotpostponed.Duringthelockdown,vic-
timscouldnotescapeintimidation,andtrans-
fer petitionswere not always heard during
this time. No moratorium was declared
against arbitrary arrests of women and vic-
tims of violence, despite repeated petitions
and advisories. Guidelines on how to treat
rapesurvivorsduringthelockdownwerenot
announced to ensure their safety, as trials
couldnotbeheld.
Their abject story is aligned to another

unspoken history of our courts.While this
historyisunfortunatelynotof interesttostu-
dents of law, there are many cases of sui-
cides from court buildings by accused per-
sons or litigants. It is not the tradition of
courtstomournthedeathof litigantsorvic-
tims,whokill themselvesfromcourtbuild-
ings or immolate themselves in front of a
court.For judicial“reference”isonlypassed
tomourn thepassingof judicial lives—not
whenvictimsandlitigantsgiveuponlifebe-
causeof law’s violence.
Victimsandlitigantsareusuallyaddedto

thedesignandprocedureofcourts,whileju-
dicial doctrine is built on their stories of so-
cialsuffering.Weoftenforgetthatthereisno
constitutionalglorywithoutabrief.Will the
judiciarymournthesedeaths?Orwillthevic-
timswhosehopeisbrokenbythepromiseof
justice be blamed rather than be honoured
forremindinglawandsocietyoftheforgotten
quest forhumanity?

Baxi is theauthorofPublicSecretsof Law:
RapeTrials in India

It is devastating that we have
a dark legal history that
mutely records that rape
survivors are routinely killed
or kill themselves in protest
in front of police stations,
courts and government
buildings. Outrage, if any, is
pushed towards the
convenient demand for
death penalty deflecting
public attention
from a serious review of
state impunity.
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Fear of corrupting themindof the younger
generation is the loftiest formof cowardice.

— Holbrook JacksonTHEEDITORIALPAGE

UNCERTAINTY ON DA
THEGOVERNMENTWANTShalf the addi-
tional dearness allowance for its employ-
eesimpoundedforaperiodofoneyear.This
is believed to have been spelt out by the
governmentatameetingoftherepresenta-
tivesofthenationalcouncilof thejointcon-
sultative committee held on August 29.
Cabinet Secretary, Krishnaswamy Rao
Saheb, who presided, is believed to have
said that the impounding should apply to
the two instalments of DA already due—
April and June. The reasons assignedwere
runaway inflation and the need to check
money circulation and the difficult ways
andmeans position of the government. It
is believed that employees are ready for a
portion of the additional DA to be im-

pounded if they are adequately compen-
satedinhouserentallowanceandcitycom-
pensationallowance.

CONG (I) ROUT
THEROUTOFtheCongress(I) inthecrucial
elections to the Visakhapatnam and
Vijayawada municipal corporations in
AndhraPradeshhasshockedthepartyhigh
command. The Chief Minister T Anjiah is
expected in Delhi on August 30when he
will explain the reasons for theparty’sbad
showing to the high command. It is likely
that thehighcommandwill deputeoneof
the general secretaries to Andhra Pradesh
for on-the-spot assessment of the party’s
image in the lightof thepoll results.

MIZORAM PACT
THECENTREHASdecidedtoconcludemost
of thedemandsmadebytheMizoNational
Front (MNF) leader Laldenga. The under-
groundMNFandtheCentrehadreacheda
pact about twoyears agounderwhich the
MNF had given an undertaking to stop all
hostile activities topave theway fornego-
tiations for solving the Mizo problem.
Despite this, theMNFcontinued topartic-
ipate in illegitimateactivities.

M O MATHAI DEAD
MOMATHAI, special assistant to first PM
Jawaharlal Nehru, whose books on the
NehruGandhifamilysetoffapublicdebate
hasdied.Hewas72andabachelor.

AUGUST 30, 1981, FORTYYEARSAGO

A cry at Gate D

SomnathWaghmare

FINDING HER PEOPLE
HowGailOmvedt foundacceptance in theDalit-Bahujancommunity

ALMOST ALL SOCIALmovements in India,
whether left or right, feminist or Adivasi,
are led by people from historically domi-
nant castes. The only exception is India’s
Dalit-Ambedkarite movement, which has
neveracceptedouroppressorsasour lead-
ers or heroes. And yet, our movement
wholeheartedly embraced Gail Omvedt, a
whiteAmericanwomanwhocametoIndia
inthe1970sforherPhD. Inthelast fewdays,
sinceOmvedtpassedaway,all themessages
that I have seen on Bahujan social media
andWhatsAppstatuseshavebeenintribute
to her. We are all grieving. I feel as if my
mother has died.
I began to shoot a documentary film on

herandherhusbandBharatPatankarin2017,
just aftermy first film on Bhima Koregaon
(The Battle of Bhima Koregaon: An Unending
Journey) had released.My family’s village is
15 km from theirs and I have known them
and their daughter Prachi for almost a
decade. After three years of closely follow-
ing them for the film, it hurt to shoot
Omvedt’s last ritesonThursday.
Ihadtheprivilegetomeether inmyfirst

year of BA, when I attended a cadre camp
organised by Patankar. Itwas the first time
Ihadseenawhitewoman,thattoospeaking
fluentMarathi.Afriendtoldmethatshewas
Patankar’swifeandaprofessorandactivist
who worked for our cause. I was curious
aboutwhy I had never heard of her before.

The next day, I went to my college library
andaskedforbooksshehadwritten.Theli-
brarian gave me her book on Babasaheb
Ambedkar. That book, Ambedkar: Towards
an Enlightened India, transformedmy life. I
knewthenthat Iwouldalwaysworkforso-
cial justice.
From then on, I saw her regularly at

protests, rallies andmeetings for the rights
ofDalit-Bahujans.IwenttoPuneforaMaster
ofArtsinCommunicationStudiesandbegan
toworkwith the camera. Iwanted tomake
films on our issues and document our
Bahujan people. I saw that the so-called
mainstreammedia and cinema purposely
ignoredDalit-Bahujan iconsandwedidnot
haveanydocumentationofourleaders,writ-
ersandactivists.Myfirst ideawastomakea
biopic onOmvedt andherwork, but I felt it
was not yet the time, so I made the Bhima
Koregaon film instead.
Soonafter, Iaskedthecoupleforpermis-

sion tomake this film. From then until the
pandemiclockdownbeganinMarch2020, I
would periodically follow both of them in
theirsocialwork,shootingtheirinteractions,
meetingsandspeeches.ThiswaswhenIsaw
thesideofherthatwentbeyondthescholar
andactivist.Thoughshewasalwaysthecen-
tre of attention atmeetings and rallies, she
never cordoned herself away from people.
Asmuch as she spoke andwrote for Dalit-
Bahujans,shealsotreatedthemequally,not

as if she was doing them a favour. When
farmers and labourers, both men and
women, met her at rallies or protests, she
spokewith them kindly and patiently. She
listenedto themandwasaccessible.
Itwasthis,alongwithheracademicstri-

dency, that led toher completeacceptance
bytheDalit-Bahujancommunities. In2018,
the Delhi-based Dalit rights NGO had or-
ganised a conference called Dalit Women
Speak Out at the Savitribai Phule Pune
University. Thegroup invitedDalitwomen
from across the country to speak. Omvedt
wastheonlynon-Dalitwomantobeinvited
as a special guest.
In the last few years, as her health de-

clined, I sawPatankarpatiently care forher
likeachild.Theyweredevotedtoeachother.
Irecordedfiveinterviewswithher,aswellas
manymore with Patankar about their life
andwork. Iknew,asIshotfootageforalmost
three years, travelling with her and sitting
by her side, recording the two of them
singingprogressivesongstogetherandtry-
ing to capture every movement, that her
time was running out. My film is in post-
production and will be released in six
months. It is painful to know that she will
neverseethisvisualtributetoherincredible
work for India’sDalit-Bahujans.

Waghmare isadocumentary filmmakerand
aPhDscholaratTISS,Mumbai

As much as she spoke and
wrote for Dalit-Bahujans,
she also treated them
equally, not as if she was
doing them a favour. When
farmers and labourers, both
men and women, met her at
rallies or protests, she spoke
with them kindly and
patiently. She listened to
them and she was accessible.
It was this, along with her
academic stridency, that led
to her complete acceptance
by Dalit-Bahujan
communities.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“Western countries, including the UK, must honour their obligations, not only
to those who worked for them, including the refugees who must now be found
homes and jobs, but to Afghan society as a whole. ” —THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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Innovations in biofortified
food can alleviate
malnutrition only when they
are scaled up with
supporting policies. This
would require increasing
expenditure on agri-R&D
and incentivising farmers by
linking their produce to
lucrative markets through
sustainable value chains and
distribution channels. This
will generate remunerative
income for farmers and fuel
the scaling-up of the
unfolding technology. The
government can also rope in
the private sector to create a
market segment for
premium-quality biofortified
foods to cater to high-end
consumers.

THE JOURNEY OF Free and Open Source
Software (FOSS) in Indiahas been long and
vibrant.What beganwith a fewLinuxuser
groups inthe1980shasgrownintoamove-
mentthroughcollaborationamongadiverse
communityof innovators. FOSS todaypres-
entsanalternativemodeltobuilddigitaltech-
nologies forpopulationscale.Unlikepropri-
etarysoftware,everyonehasthefreedomto
edit,modifyandreuseopen-sourcecode.This
results inmanybenefits—reducedcosts,no
vendorlock-in,theabilitytocustomiseforlo-
cal context, andgreater innovation through
widercollaboration.Wehaveseensomegreat
examplesof public servicesbeingdelivered
through systems that use FOSS building
blocks, including Aadhaar, GSTN, and the
DigiLocker.While the trend is promising,
muchmorecanbedone.
Recognising its potential, in 2015, the

Indiangovernmentannouncedapolicytoen-
courageopen source insteadof proprietary
technology for government applications.
However, the truepotential of this policy is
yet to be realised, largelydue to constraints
inpublicprocurementprocesses.
Severalmisconceptionsremainintheun-

derstandingof FOSS,especially forGovTech,
and it is important to clarify thesepoints to
helpincreasetheadoptionofFOSS.
“Free” inFOSS isperceivedtobe“freeof

cost” and hencemany think that the solu-
tionsbasedonFOSSarenotgoodenough.For
example, FOSS is oftenmistaken to be less
trustworthyandmorevulnerable,whereas
FOSScanactuallycreatemoretrustbetween
thegovernmentandcitizens.FOSScommu-
nitiescanexaminetheopen-sourcecodefor
adherence to data privacy principles, help
findbugs, andensure transparencyandac-
countability.Manysolutionslaunchedbythe
government includingDigilocker, Diksha,
AarogyaSetu,theCovid-19vaccinationplat-
formCoWIN—built on topof open-source
digitalplatforms—havebenefitedfromvalu-
able inputs provided by volunteer open-
source developers. Such inputs have im-
menselyhelpedinimprovingsolutionsand
makingthemmorerobust.
Anotherimportantissueisthatitcanfeel

easiertodealwithaproprietarysoftwareven-
dorwhobuildsabespokesoftwareandcanbe
heldaccountableforanyfailures. Inthecase
ofFOSS,thereappearstobeanabsenceofone
clear“owner”,whichmakesithardertoiden-
tifywhoisresponsible.Whilethisconcernis
legitimate, there areways tomitigate it, for
example, by having the government’s in-
house technical staff understand available
documentationandgettingkeypersonnelto
join relevant developer communities. This
hasbeentriedoutinseveralprojectssuccess-
fullybutneedstobestrengthenedfurther.

India is at an inflectionpoint in its jour-
ney towards greater adoption of FOSS in
GovTech— ithas alreadydemonstrated the
potentialofFOSSdeploymentthroughitsuse
incritical,population-scaleprojects.Withan
ITworkforceofmore than fourmillionem-
ployees and a software industry that is the
envy of theworld,we alreadyhave the re-
quired talent.Whatweneed is a concerted
pushtoharnessthebiggestpromisethatFOSS
holds-- thepossibilityof collaborativetech-
nological innovation.
Here is a four-steppath tomake this vi-

sionareality.
The first step is to incentivise theuptake

of FOSS in government. The government's
policyon theadoptionof open-source soft-
warerequiresalltechsupplierstosubmitbids
withopensourceoptions.Suppliersalsoneed
to justify in case theydonot offer anopen-
sourceoption,andsourcingdepartmentsare
asked toweigh the lifetimecosts andbene-
fitsofbothalternativesbeforemakingadeci-
sion.While thisservesasagoodnudge,pol-
icycanperhapsgoastepfurtherbyformally
giving greaterweightage to FOSS-specific
metricsintheevaluationcriteriainRFPs,and
offeringrecognitiontodepartmentsthatde-
ploy FOSS initiatives, suchas, a special cate-
goryundertheDigital IndiaAwards.
The second step could be to curate a

repositoryof“GovTechready”buildingblocks
that are certified foruse ingovernmentand
audited for security compliances. Off-the-
shelf FOSSsoftwareisoftennotreadyfordi-
rectdeploymentbygovernment.Creatinga
repository of ready-to-use “GovTech-ised”
buildingblocks,canhelpdepartmentsquickly
identify anddeploy FOSS solutions in their
applications.
Third, FOSS innovations canbe encour-

agedthrough“GovTechhackathonsandchal-
lenges”, bringing together theopen-source
community to design solutions for specific
problem statements identified by govern-
ment departments. The best innovations
emergingfromthesechallengescangetaleg
upby listing themongovernmentprocure-
mentplatformssuchasGeM.Onesuchchal-
lenge—a#FOSS4Gov InnovationChallenge
—was recently launched to accelerate the
adoptionof Free andOpenSource Software
(FOSS)ingovernmentbyharnessinginnova-
tionfromtheFOSSecosystem.
Finally, a credible institutionalanchor is

neededtobeahomeforFOSSledinnovation
inIndia.Suchaninstitutioncanbringtogether
FOSS champions andcommunities that are
scatteredacrossIndiaaroundasharedagenda
for collective impact. Kerala’s International
Centre forFree&OpenSourceSoftware (IC-
FOSS) is a great exampleof such an institu-
tionthatledtoKeralabeingapioneeringstate
in the adoption of FOSS. A national “FOSS
CentreofExcellence”canconvenecapital,re-
sources and capacity-building support, cre-
atingthemuch-neededmomentumtobuild
world-class“madeinIndia”FOSSproducts.

Singh isCEOMyGovandNational
eGovernanceDivision,Ministryof

Electronics& IT (MeitY)andPande isat
OmidyarNetwork India.

Viewsarepersonal

ON AUGUST 15, PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi addressed the nation from the ram-
parts of the Red Fort to mark India’s 75th
Independence Day. Besides other big an-
nouncements, he emphasised the need to
ensure“poshan”(nutrition)tothecountry’s
womenandchildren.PMModiannounced
that, by2024, riceprovided to thepoorun-
der any government scheme — PDS, mid-
day-meal, anganwadi—will be fortified. It
is abolddecision. Leveraging science toat-
tackthecomplexchallengeofmalnutrition,
particularly for low-incomeandvulnerable
sections of the society, who cannot afford
balanceddiversifieddiets, canbeagoodin-
tervention.Wepresume that the nutrition
experts of the Indian Council of Medical
Research(ICMR)havebeenconsultedinar-
riving at thedecision.
Scientists at the Indian Council of

AgriculturalResearch(ICAR)havebeende-
veloping biofortified crops in India with a
view to eradicatingmalnutrition amongst
the poor sections of the society. As per the
ICARwebsite, they had developed 21 vari-
etiesofbiofortifiedstaples includingwheat,
rice,maize,millets,mustard,groundnutby
2019-20. These biofortified crops have 1.5
to3timeshigher levelsofprotein,vitamins,
mineralsandaminoacidscompared to the
traditionalvarieties. It isworthnoting that
thesevarietiesarenotgeneticallymodified
— they have been developed through con-
ventional cropbreeding techniques byour
own scientists. A research team led by
Monika Garg at the National Agri-Food
Biotechnology Institute inMohali has also
developed biofortified coloured wheat
(black, blue, purple) that is rich in zinc and
anthocyanins. Farmers from Punjab and
Haryanahavebeenropedintomultiplythe
productionof thiswheatvariety.Thispoints
towards the beginning of a new journey,
from food security tonutritional security.
The HarvestPlus programme of the

Consultative Group for International
AgriculturalResearch(CGIAR)alsodeserves
special mention here as they have been
working closely with ICAR, state agricul-
tural universities (SAUs), the international
centres of CGIAR, seed companies and
farmerorganisations toaccelerateproduc-
tion and improve the access of the poor in
India to iron-richpearlmilletandzinc-rich
wheat. Globally, more than 40 countries
havereleasedbiofortifiedcrops,benefitting
over 48millionpeople.
ThePM’sstrongcommitmenttowardsa

malnutrition-free India—KuposhanMukt
Bharat – is crucial as 15.3 per cent of the
country’s population is undernourished,
and India has the highest proportion of
“stunted” (30 per cent) and “wasted” chil-
dren(17.3percent)belowfiveyearsof age,
as per the FAO’s recent publication, ‘The
State of Food Security andNutrition in the
World, 2021’. These figures indicate that
India isatacritical juncturewithrespect to

nutritional security andwill not be able to
achievetheUN’sSustainableDevelopment
Goal (SDG)of eliminatingall formsofmal-
nutritionby2030 in thebusiness-as-usual
scenario.
However, access to nutritious food is

only one of the determinants of nutrition.
Other factors likepooraccess tosafedrink-
ingwaterandsanitation(especiallytoilets),
lowlevelsof immunisationandeducation,
especiallyofwomen, contributeequally to
this dismal situation. In a country where
about 50 per cent of the rural population
does not have safe and adequate drinking
waterwithinpremises,whereabout15per
centof schoolsstill lackaccesstobasic infra-
structure (electricity, drinking water and
sanitation) and where the average annual
school dropout rate at the secondary level
(Class9-10) isstill18percent(aspertheNiti
Aayog’s SDG Index for the year 2020), one
cannot tackle themulti-dimensionalprob-
lemofmalnutrition justbybiofortification.
It must be recognised that in the long run,
India needs a multi-pronged approach to
eliminate the root cause of this complex
problem.Thatapproachshould includethe
following initiatives.
First, there is a direct correlation be-

tweenmothers' educationandthewellbe-
ingof children.Childrenwithmotherswho
havenoeducationhavetheleastdiversified
diets and suffer fromstunting andwasting
andareanaemic.Notwithstandingconsid-
erableeffortsbythegovernmenttoimprove
female literacy, only 12.5 per cent women
(in age group 15-49 years) were found to
havecompletedschooleducation(Class12)
in 2018 according to the Sample
RegistrationSystemSurvey.Hence, targeted
programmesfor improvingtheeducational
status of girls and reducing the school
dropoutrates,particularlyat thesecondary
and higher educational levels, need to be
promoted. Also, childcare knowledge and
informationonholisticnourishmentshould
becompulsorily includedintheschoolcur-
riculum.Thiswill improvemothers’knowl-
edge regarding colostrum, continued

breastfeeding, diarrhoea prevention and
treatment using oral rehydration solution,
child immunisation, and family planning.
Innovative strategies that integrate educa-
tion and nutrition programmes hold great
importance incombatingthemalnutrition
problem. The Global Nutrition Report
(2014)estimates thateverydollar invested
in a proven nutrition programme offers
benefitsworth16dollars.
Second, innovations inbiofortifiedfood

can alleviatemalnutrition onlywhen they
arescaledupwithsupportingpolicies.This
would require increasing expenditure on
agri-R&Dandincentivisingfarmersbylink-
ing their produce to lucrative markets
through sustainable value chains and dis-
tribution channels. This will generate re-
munerative incomeforfarmersandfuel the
scaling-upof theunfoldingtechnology.The
governmentcanalsoropeintheprivatesec-
tor to create a market segment for pre-
mium-qualitybiofortified foods to cater to
high-end consumers. For instance, trusts
run by the TATA group are supporting dif-
ferent states to initiate fortificationofmilk
withVitaminAandD.Otherprivatedairies
shouldalsobeencouraged toscaleupmilk
fortification across the country.
Third,anationalawarenessdriveonthe

lines of the “Salt Iodisation Programme”
launchedby thegovernment in1962 to re-
place ordinary salt with iodised salt, can
playanimportantroleat the individualand
community levels to achieve the desired
goalsofposhanforall.Branding,awareness
campaigns, social and behavioural change
initiatives, suchas community-level coun-
selling, dialogue, media engagement and
advocacy,especiallyamongstmarginalised
communities,canpromoteconsumptionof
locally-available,nutrient-denseaffordable
foods among the poor and children. But
equally important isgrandma’srecipeofdi-
versified diets — we should always keep
that inmind.

Gulati is InfosysChairprofessorand Juneja is
Consultantat ICRIER ENGAGE KABUL

THISREFERSTOthearticle‘Importance
ofEngagement’(IE28Aug).Indianeeds
to accept the fact that the Taliban is in
powerinAfghanistannow,andtheonly
way forwardwould be to engagewith
them, lest it bemisconstrued thatwe
are not interested in the future of that
country.

HemantContractor,Pune

AFGHAN QUESTION
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Connect
withKabul’ (IE,August27).Withanat-
tackatKabulairportkillingadozenUS
troops and injuringmany others, the
"wait andwatch"may not be a felici-
tousapproach.Creatinga thoughtfully
putoutplanforbalancingout therela-
tionshipwiththeTalibanandprevent-
ing them from bolstering a breeding
ground for terrorism seems to be the
only way out. Delhi is walking on a
tightropewhere both action and inac-
tionseemequallydicey.

MelvinThomas,Bhopal

FARM REFORMS
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The land
question,andanswers’(IE,Aug28).The
experiment of the collectivisation of
farmswas tried in the erstwhile USSR
withdisastrousconsequences.Thehu-
man cost of this ideology driven step
hasbeenchronicledmostpoignantlyin
Sholokov’s immortal novel, And Quiet
FlowstheDon. Inourcountryadequate
measuresexisttoprotectfarmers.What
ismissing is theirhonest implementa-

tion. Agriculture needs to be depoliti-
cisedandtheongoingfarmersagitation
must be wound up immediately.
Involvementofmarketforceswillbring
realbenefits.

HNBhagwat,Chiplun

STRATEGIC HELP
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A helping
handtoKabul’(IE,Aug28). It istimewe
become pragmatic about howwe de-
velopourforeignrelations.Beingsenti-
mental orblindly followingapath just
becausewe are used to itmay land us
up in the same situation that foundus
in theunipolarworld after thedemise
of the erstwhile communist USSR.
Strategicappreciationsshouldbebased
onlyonhardfactshoweveruncomfort-
able theymaybe.

ShubhadaH,viaemail

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

ON THE EVE of Pakistan’s Independence
Day on August 14, Sayema, a famous radio
jockeywithaprivateradiostation, tweeted
IndependenceDaywishesto friendsacross
theborder.Forthenextfewhours,hertime-
line was inundated with abuse, hate and
bigotry of the most repulsive nature.
Unfortunately, most of those abusing her
were not trolls or from the IT cells of polit-
icalparties.Theywerecommonpeople like
you andme. Sayema’s message of friend-
ship was interpreted as hate against India
and most labelled her an anti-national --
the commonest hole to fit a peg of any
shape. Sayema is a peg with the oddest
shape in this new India—she’s aMuslim.
The Prime Minister of the world’s

largest democracy has asked us to com-
memorateAugust14asa“PartitionHorrors
Remembrance Day”. The horrors of
Partitionareundoubtedlyamongthemost
painfulmemoriesof anysociety.Theblood
lineswhichweredrawnoverthe landmass
of the subcontinent in 1947 still continue
to bleed for many from that generation.
August 14 is the Independence Day of
Pakistan, the byproduct of that very

Partition. No wonder it now becomes an
anti-nationalacttowishIndependenceDay
greetings to aneighbouring country.
As identity begins to take over nations

and national identity becomes a tool for
manipulating themasses,weneed tohave
aclearunderstandingof the ideologicalde-
bate on nationalism, patriotism and na-
tional identity. In the 75th year of its
Independence, India isat thethresholdof a
Partition of a different kind. The binary
whichhas cometo ruleus isugly in its ide-
ological posturing. The identity politics
which drives the PM into announcing a
PartitionHorrorsRemembranceDayisdan-
gerous and illogical.
The horrors of Partition are not for re-

membrance. They are for deriving lessons.
They shouldn’t hauntusbut ratherhelpus
incomingoutof the traumaof communal-
ism and bigotry, which had besieged the
subcontinent at that time. To remember
themas ameans of horror is to pollute the
memorypoolof cominggenerations.Tore-
memberthemaslessonswouldbethebest
way to provide themwith a handbook on
“hownottocommunallydivideacountry.”

History, memory and cultural identity
are themost sinister tools ofmanipulating
masses.Nothing ismoreproductivepoliti-
cally thanacohortmanipulatedwithhate.
The PrimeMinister could have beenmore
careful and correct in the choice of his
words. Frantz Fanon, the West Indian
philosopher andwriter, believed that cul-
tural identity isasociallygeneratedneuro-
sis.Heused it in thecontextof colonial cul-
tural influences but it could be equally
correct for religious influencesaswasseen
at the timeof Partition.Oneof thegreatest
writer-philosophers, Albert Camus, be-
lieved thathistory isnot just apossible site
of violence, buthistory coincideswithvio-
lence. He debunked the theory of “history
as necessity.” Camus’s questioning of the
dialectical idea of history is so relevant in
thisnewIndia,wherethehighestexecutive
of the democracy requests its citizenry to
remember the traumaof Partition.
Thehopelesssadnesswhichsuchmem-

ories can generate in the people of that era
can have a disastrous outcomenot only on
thembutontheirheirstoo.Incountrieswith
existingwounds like those of the Partition,

identityandculturehastobereimaginedin
a secular, rational perspective, away from
political benefits and free from ideological
bonhomie. In the words of the American
philosopher,MarthaNussbaum, “aswe tell
stories about the lives of others, we learn
how to imagine what another creature
might feel in response tovarious events. At
the same time, we identify with the other
creature and learn something about our-
selves.” Nussbaum’s wordsmark the epit-
omeofwhat shouldberememberedabout
thePartition.Weshouldrememberthatour
horrors are also someoneelse’s stories.
Weneedhealers,notthehurt, toreduce

thepainofPartition.Thepatriotismweem-
braceshouldn’tbeat theexpenseofhatred
of the other. The PM has a penchant for
catchyphrasesandwords.Butplayingwith
collective memories is tricky. Collective
memories are the most precious treasure
of anycivilisation. They shouldbehandled
withcarebecauseif theybreak, theycanre-
lease demonsof all kinds.

Thewriter is Professor ofOrthopaedics,
AIIMS,NewDelhi

LessonfromPartitionisnothowhorrificitwas,buthownottorecreateitsmadness

Let’s say never again
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CROSSWORD4521

ACROSS
1 Pain(6,5)
9 Inascramblecangoto this
figure (7)

10 Homeforarabbit ispointless
foradonkey(5)

11 Imposeduty (4)
12 Theymayputuptheirhouses
forsale
(8)

14 Acookmayuseatinone
(6)

16 Letout thesmallestamount,
say (6)

18 Hesendsabroad formoney
(8)

19 Emperor inknight’sarmour
(4)

22 Playsomeinstruments
(5)

23Whereyoumaybuyduty-free
wineondisplay (7)

24 Fill apositionasasuccessful
astronaut?
(2,4,5)

DOWN
2 Triesnewformofworship
(5)

3 Nightwithoutend-almost
(4)

4 Getoff orputonthe line
(4,2)

5 Prettygirl in redandrose
(8)

6 Still outof tune?(7)
7 Consortverydisturbedby
argument (11)

8 Likeonewhocares forothers -
or isadecentsort
(11)

13Theofferofmoneymaymake
himcross (8)

15Grassaroundtheseaport
(7)

17Galeblows itself out toa
smooth finish (6)

20 Passionlessdisciple
(5)

21 Theexpeditionsetoff
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
It'syourperiodof
themonthfor
gettingdownto
brass tacksas faras

money isconcerned.This isno
timefor frivolousattitudesand
pretentiousposes, andall risks
musthavetheiroddscarefully
calculated.Apersonal
commitmentmightalsocome
withaprice tag, as ithappens.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Youmayexpectan
emotional start to
theday,and if
someoneshould

happento flyoff thehandleyou
willonlymakemattersworse if
youplay the innocent.You
knowfarmorethanyou
pretend!Giveotherpeople the
benefitof thedoubt, just for
achange.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
This isnotan
especially favourable
timeforexpressing
feelingsorengaging

in familydiscussionsmainly
because,althoughyouhave
yournormalexcellentgraspof
the facts, thesemaybe
completely irrelevant.Thebest
pathmightbeto followagut
instinct, justas longasyoucan
restrainyour impatience.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Youaresandwiched
betweentwo
splendidgroupsof
planets. I canquite

understand if youronlyoptions
seemtobeachoicebetween
thedevil andthedeepbluesea,
but it’snot really thatbad.You
justhavetomaster the
incredible featof goingallout
for the futurewhilehangingon
toeverythingthat’sbest from
thepast.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Sparesometimeto
pursue important
professionalgoals,
and if you’renot

currentlyatwork,makea
communityambitionyour
mainpriority. Itdoesn’tmatter
what it is, justas longas theend
result isan increase inyour
prestige, statusandself-worth.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sept23)
Youarestill ina
quandaryoverone
particularpersonal
matter.Youareno

doubtconcernedtoknowwhen
theairwill clear,but it couldbe
a fewmonthsyet, soyoumayas
well stopworrying.The
questionyoushouldask iswhat
youcandotohelpyourself now,
rather thanwaiting for
circumstances tochange.

LIBRA(Sept24-Oct23)
Themost important
planetary
relationshipsof the
dayareexcessively

prosperous,but forsome
strangereasontheyare likely to
benefitany familymembers
rather thanyou.Perhapsyou’ll
pickupthecrumbsfrom
somebodyelse’sabundant
goodfortune.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
Lifegoeson inspite
of someoneelse’s
mildlyobstructive
behaviour.Actually,

itmayoccur toyouthat rather
thanresistingapartner’s
criticism, theremaybe
somethingveryuseful foryou
to learn. Listenwellandyou’ll
eventually turnthetables
onthem.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov23 -Dec22)
Youcan’t keep
everybodyhappyall
of the time.
Whatever is

proposednow isbound to
displease someonebut, rather
thanwastingyour timeon
suchungrateful types,why
don’t you just change
tack andmixwithpeoplewho
valueyour truly
wonderful gifts?

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Youmustcontinue
to takeyourbearings
ateveryavailable
opportunity.The

overall tensionanduncertainty
inyour life shouldbe
considerably less than itwas
oneor twoyearsago,butyou
stillneedregularsign-posts if
you’re to findyourwayalong
life’s littlevoyages.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Sensational
planetary aspects
are nowcoming so
thick and fast that

youmight soon come to take
good luck for granted. That
would be a shame, for
you’ll then stopnoticing your
advantages and could
even let a valuable
opportunity slip through
your fingers.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar
20)
In spite of your
reputation, you are

often very good at explaining
yourself. In fact, youmaybe
oneof the only people for
miles aroundwho is capable of
comprehending the true
significance of today’s
emotional events. Your
wisdommaybemuch
in demand.
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DifficultyLevel4s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Thetroublewithlifeisn'tthatthereis_answer, it'sthatthereare___answers.-Ruth
Benedict(2,.,2,4)

SOLUTION:POACH,SCOWL,MANANA,SMEARY
Answer:Thetroublewithlifeisn'tthatthereisnoanswer,it'sthattherearesomany
answers.-RuthBenedict

CHPAO AAAMNN

COWLS AERSMY

SolutionsCrossword4520:Across:1Adrift,4Africans,9Orator,10Preserve,12
Echo,13Madam,14Anna,17Legalcharges,20Burningfever,23Ache,24Abbot,
25Talc,28Cashsale,29Atwill,30Sentinel,31Cygnet.Down:1Aboveall,2Road
hogs,3From,5Fireatrandom,6Inst,7Arrant,8Seesaw,11Bathingbelle,15Flour,
16Reefs,18Aviation,19Bracelet,21Caucus,22Chosen,26Asti,27Stay.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

Notice Inviting Bid No. 47/2021-22
Bids for “Work of reorganisation of Bada Nayagaon piped water supply
scheme in District, Bundi under JJM” are invited from interested bidders upto
19.09.2021, 18.00 Hours. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the
http://www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, and
http://rajwater.gov.in department website.
UBN No. PHE2122WSOB06419

Sd/-
(Maesh Jangir)

Additional Chief Engineer
DIPR/C/8510/2021 PHED, Region, Kota

Office of The Additional Chief Engineer,
PHED, Region- Kota

Date of NIT : 27.08.2021
GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN

DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND GEOLOGY
Email : biddingcell@rajasthan.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 10B of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957, its subsequent
amendments and in accordance with the Mineral (Auction) Rules, 2015 as amended from time to time notified thereunder, the Government
of Rajasthan has notified the following mineral block for the purpose of grant of Mining Lease for mineral limestone and hereby invites bids
in digital format only from eligible bidders through electronic auction.
The details of mineral block and last date of submission of bid is as summarized below:-

The block is being put up for first attempt of auction. The interested and eligible bidders, upon registration of MSTC website
<http://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/mlcl/index.jsp> will obtain login ID and Password. After successful registration, the eli-
gible bidder can purchase the Tender Document online on payment of the tender fee of Rs. 2,00,000/- + GST and can participate in the e-
auction process.
The GST at the rate of 18% is applicable on the purchase of tender document. The GST applicable is to be submitted by the prospective bid-
der itself and the copy of receipt is to be attached with the technical bid. The prospective bidder shall be solely responsible for remitting the
GST as per applicable law and statutory liability in this regard will be responsibility of prospective bidder and no liability whatsoever shall be
borne by the DMGR/MSTC.
Detailed terms and conditions, deadlines etc. for participation in the electronic auction are provided in the Tender Document. The Model
Tender Document and the Mineral Block Summary is available free of cost in electronic form and can be downloaded from the website of
MSTC Ltd, <https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/mlcl/index.jsp>; and Department of Mines & Geology
<www.mines.rajasthan.gov.in> for the purpose of information only. Timelines, notifications, updates and other details for the e-auction
process are available on the website of <https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/mlcl/index.jsp>.
Any revision, clarifications, addendum, corrigendum, time extensions, etc to the above tender documents will be hosted on websites
<https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/mlcl/index.jsp>; and <www.mines.rajasthan.gov.in> only and no separate notifica-
tions shall be issued in the press. Sd/- Director

Department of Mines & Geology
DIPR/C/8579/2021 Rajasthan, Udaipur

S No Block Lease Start Date of Sale of Tender
Document on MSTC website

Last Date of Sale of Tender
Document on MSTC website

Bid Due date and time

1 3D2 Block n/v Harima- Pithasar
Tehsil & District Nagaur

Mining
Lease

27.08.2021 13.09.2021 upto 2400 Hrs (IST) 01.10.2021 upto 1300 Hrs
(IST)

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

‘Swarnim Himachal Rath Yatra’
Short Notice Inviting Tender

RFP No. CT-Hiring of Vehicles Allied Accessories for
Swarnim Himachal Rath Yatra/2021-
Dated:
1. The Director, Department of Transport, H.P. for and on behalf

of Governor of Himachal Pradesh hereby invites Proposals
online from eligible Agencies for supply of 8 vehicles (i.e. 2
heavy and 6 small goods vehicles) mounted with Outdoor LED
Display Screens on rental basis as per Design of the Client
along with manpower as specified with mileage of 80 Kms per
day for Swarnim Himachal Rath Yatra on the occasion of Golden
Jubilee Celebrations of Statehood.

2. Request for Proposal (RFP) detailed terms and conditions can
be seen / downloaded from central electronic Procurement
System of Government of Himachal Pradesh
https://hptenders.gov.in & https://himachal.nic.in/transport.
Corrigendum if any will be uploaded only at website.

3. Bid must be submitted online at government e-portal
https://hptenders.gov.in by 13.09.2021 upto 1100 Hrs IST along-
with hard copy submission as per instruction of RFP. Bids
received online shall be opened on 13.09.2021 at 1230 Hrs IST.
Bids received through any other mode shall not be entertained.

4. Please note that the Department of Transport, Government of
Himachal Pradesh reserves the right to accept or reject all or
any of the Bids without assigning any reasons whatsoever.

Sd/-
Director

Department of Transport
Parivahan Bhawan,

Shimla-171004
Tel 0177-2803136
Email: transport-hp@nic.in

Government of Rajasthan
Directorate Medical Education,

ChikitsaShikshaBhawan, Govind Marg, Jaipur
Email ID: r.mes@rajastha.gov.in

No. F7(100)/Rajmes/Acad./PMC/2020/4/2285 Dated 19-08-2021
BID Invitation Notice No. 07/2021-22

E-Tenders are invited for "Project Management and Supervision Consultant
for Construction Supervision of Medical Colleges in Rajasthan" from eligible
bidders. The details of E-Tender can be seen on the websites
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in & www.dipro-
line.org.

THE SCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS:

DETAILS OF TENDER:-

The Tender/Bid shall only be submitted through online tendering system of
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. The interested bidders shall have to be
enrolled/registered with portal of www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in for participat-
ing in the bidding process.

Sd/-
(Shivangi Swarnkar)

Commissioner
Medical Education

S. No. Schedule Date Time
1 Document Download start Date 20-08-2021 09:30 AM
2 Pre Bid Meeting 31-08-2021 12:00 PM
3 Document Upload start Date 02-09-2021 09:30 AM
4 Document Download/Upload End Date 12-09-2021 06:00 PM
5 Submission of Demand Draft/Banker

Cheque of Processing Fees, Tender Fee
and Bid Security Declaration at the Office of
Commissioner, DME, Jaipur

13-09-2021 01:00 PM

6 Technical Bid opening Date 13-09-2021 03:00 PM

NIB No. Name of the work Total
Estd.

Cost (In
Lacs)

Tender
fees in

Rs.

Processing
fee in RS.

07/2021-22 "Project Management and
Supervision Consultant for
Construction Supervision of
Medical Colleges in Rajasthan"
from eligible bidders

1631.00 11800/- 1180/-

UBN NO:- MES2125LOB00017
DIPR/C/8434/2021

New Delhi
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TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI,AUGUST29

ONTHURSDAY, a suspectedmilitant attack
leftfivetruckersdeadinAssam’sDimaHasao
hilldistrict.Asperreports,aconvoyofabout
seventrucks—carryingclinkerandcoalfrom
a factory—were fired upon, and then set
ablaze. According to police, intelligence in-
putssuggestthatanoutfitcalledtheDimasa
National Liberation Army (DNLA)was be-
hindtheattack.

WhatistheDNLA?
It is a new insurgent group, formed in

2019.Ithasnotclaimedresponsibilityforthe
attack.When itwas formed, it had said ina
releasethatitwas“committedtorevampthe
nationalstruggleandfightfortheliberation
ofasovereign,independentDimasaNation”.
SpecialDGP(Law&Order)GPSinghsaid

thegroupwas“anotheroneinaseriesofmil-
itant organisations in North Cachar Hills
(DimaHasao)district claiming to represent
interestofDimasapeople”.
Thegrouprunsonextortionandtaxation.

“It draws its support and sustenance from
theNSCN(IM)[ofNagaland],”saidSingh.The
trucksattackedonThursdayweretravelling
fromacementfactory,ownedbyasubsidiary
oftheDalmiaGroup.AccordingtoSingh,the
attackwasaimedat“sendingamessage”to
theDalmiaGroupinparticular,andotherin-
dustries, toextortmoney.

WhoaretheDimasas?
TheDimasa-Kacharis (orDimasas)now

live inDimaHasao, Karbi Anglong, Cachar,
Hojai andNagaon districts of central and
southernAssam,aswellaspartsofNagaland.
Edward Gait, in his book A History of

Assam, describes the Dimasa-Kacharis as
“aborigines” or the “earliest known inhabi-
tantsof theBrahmaputraValley”.
Prior to Ahom rule, the Dimasa kings

ruled large parts of Assamalong the south
bankof theBrahmaputrabetweenthe13th
and16thcenturies.
“Itwas apowerful kingdomandhadal-

mostallofthesouthernbeltofBrahmaputra
under its control in the 16th century,” said
UttamBathari,AssociateProfessorofHistory
atGauhatiUniversity.

Whatisthehistoryofmilitancyhere?
The hill districts of Assam — Karbi

Anglong and Dima Hasao (earlier North
CacharHills)—havehadalonghistoryofin-
surgencythatpeakedinthemid-1990s,and
wasrootedinacoredemandof statehood.
Bothdistrictsarenowprotectedunderthe

Sixth Schedule of theConstitution, that al-
lows for greater political autonomyandde-

centralisedgovernanceincertaintribalareas
of theNortheast. They are runby theNorth
CacharHillsAutonomousCouncilandKarbi
AnglongAutonomousCouncilrespectively.
InDimaHasao,thedemandforstatehood

beganinthe1960s,alongwithothertribalsec-
tionsof undividedAssam.Whilenewstates
such asMeghalayawere carvedout, Karbi
Anglong andNorthCachar remainedwith
Assamonapromise ofmorepowerby the
thenCongressgovernment,includingimple-
mentationofArticle244(A),whichallowsfor
an ‘autonomousstate’withinAssaminsone
tribalareas.Thiswasneverimplemented.
Ademandforaseparatestate,‘Dimaraji’,

gatheredsteam,andledtothe formationof
themilitantDimasaNationalSecurityForce
in1991. It surrendered in1995,but itscom-
mander-in-chief,JewelGorlosa,brokeaway
and formed theDimaHalamDaogah.After
thisgroupbegantalkswiththegovernment
in 2003, Gorlosa broke away again and
formed the DimaHalamDaogah (Jewel),
with an armedwing called BlackWidow.
Batharisaidthesegroupswere“quitestrong”
inthe1990s-2000sandhad“apopularsup-
port base”. "There was a lot of violence,

killing,andextortion,"hesaid.
Gorlosawas arrested in 2009, signed a

ceasefire agreement in 2012, and joined
mainstreampolitics. In 2017, anNIA court
convicted him and 14 others for diverting
government funds to insurgent groups for
terroractivitiesbetween2006and2009.
A senior journalist fromDimaHasao,

whowishedtoremainanonymous,saidthe
areawasahotbedof insurgencyin1994-95
andagainin2003-2009,buthasbeenlargely
peaceful inthelastdecade.

WhatabouttheDNLA?
The journalist said thegroupwas “not a

bigorganisation”.“However,theyhavetried
to be active in the last year or so,” he said.
“Therehavebeenextortionattempts,andfir-
ingincidents–butnoneasbigaswhathap-
penedonThursday.”
SpecialDGPSinghsaid thegroup,when

formed, had a strength of about 20-25. In
May,apoliceoperationledtothedeathofsix
of its top cadres. “Current strength is about
12-15,”saidSingh.
InBathari’sassessment,thegroup'smain

demandistheformationofthepre-colonial

Dimasastatesothattheycanbebroughtun-
deronepoliticalunit. “If yousee thecouple
ofvideosthegrouphasputonsocialmedia,
it is clear that theyareplayingon the senti-
mentof thepre-colonialDimasastate,”said
Bathari.Addedtoit isa feelingofneglect. “If
youtravel to interiorareas, it is evident that
they live inpoor conditions–bad roads, no
connectivity,andfewschools,”saidBathari.

Whatisthesignificanceoftheattack?
Itcomesatatimewhenthegovernment

has beenmaking efforts to bringmilitant
groups to themainstream. As per govern-
mentdata,3,439militantshavesurrendered
since2016,whentheBJPfirstcametopower.
Also, when the Bodo Peace Accord was
signedinJanuary2020,allfactionsofthemil-
itantgroupNDFBgaveuparms.
“This [theattack]comesatatimewhen

tourismanddevelopmentwasgainingmo-
mentuminDimaHasao,”saidthejournalist.
SpecialDGPSinghsaid:“Nowwehaveto

neutralisethem[DNLA]onanurgentbasis.”
BJP spokesperson PijushHazarika said

thegovernmentwouldtake“allstepsatthe
strictest leveltobringthemtobook”.

@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained
If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that youwould like
explained, pleasewrite to explained@indianexpress.com
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BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,AUGUST29

AFTERBANNINGtheJamat-e-Islamiandthe
JammuandKashmirLiberationFront(JKLF),
there have been reports that the Centre is
consideringabanonbothfactionsof theAll
PartiesHurriyatConference.Whatdoes the
Hurriyat Conference stand for, andwhat is
its relevance?

The beginnings
In the winter of 1992, whenmilitancy

wasatitspeakinKashmir,theseparatistsfelt
theneed for apolitical platform thatwould
complement themilitant movement and
seek a resolution of the Kashmir issue. This
led to the formation of the All Parties
HurriyatConference(APHC),anamalgamof
separatistpolitical outfits.
On July31,1993, several separatistpolit-

ical, social and religious parties—with dis-
parate ideologies but united by a common
view that Kashmir is under “illegal occupa-
tion” — stitched together the alliance after
sevenmonthsof deliberation.
TheideawasfirstdiscussedonDecember

27,1992atameetingcalledbyMirwaizUmar
Farooq, then 19, who had taken over as
Kashmir’sheadpriest(Mirwaiz)andthechair-
manofAwamiActionCommitteeaftertheas-
sassinationofhisfatherMirwaizMohammad
Farooq onMay 21, 1990.When the alliance
tookshape,Mirwaizwasits firstchairman.
The Hurriyat’s constitution describes it

as a union of political, social and religious
partiesof J&K, towagea“peaceful struggle”
forresolutionoftheKashmirdispute,accord-
ing to UN resolutions or through tripartite
talks – among India, Pakistan and the peo-
pleof Kashmir.
TheHurriyatessentiallywasanextension

of a poll alliance formed six years earlier. In
the 1987Assembly elections, several social,
religious and political parties had joined
hands under the banner of MuslimUnited
Front (MUF) to oppose the National
Conference-Congresscombine.Theelections,
widely seen as rigged, sowed the seeds of a
civilianandmilitantmovementagainstwhat
wasperceivedasNewDelhi’sruleinKashmir.

The structure
TheHurriyathadatwo-tierstructure:an

executive council of sevenmembers, and a
general councilof close to twodozenmem-
bers. TheHurriyat constitutiondidn’t allow

anychangeintheexecutivecouncilbutper-
mittedincreasingordecreasingthenumbers
in thegeneral council.
The executive council was represented

by Jamat-e-Islami, a socio-religious outfit
that supported Kashmir’s integrationwith
Pakistan; Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front, a pro-Independencemilitant outfit
that declared a unilateral ceasefire in 1994
to work for peaceful solution; People’s
Conference, a political party founded by
Abdul Gani Lonewhowas assassinated by
militants in 2002;Mirwaiz Umar Farooq’s
Awami Action Committee; Ittehadul
Muslimeen of Shia cleric Abbas Ansari;
People’s League led by Sheikh Abdul Aziz
whowaskilledwhenpolicefiredonprotes-
tors marching towards Muzaffarabad in
2008;andMuslimConferenceofProfAbdul
Gani Bhat, a professorwhowas terminated
fromservicebytheJ&Kgovernmentfor“con-
stitutingathreattothesecurityof thestate”.
The general council included tradebod-

ies,students’associations,andsocialandre-
ligiousgroups. Itsnumberskeptchanging.

The split
From1993 until 1996, the Hurriyatwas

thedominantpoliticalforceinKashmirwith
mainstream political leaders havingwith-
drawn.While the National Conference re-
turnedtothepoliticalsceneduringthe1996
Assembly elections, the Hurriyat stayed
afloatwithbacking fromPakistan.
After over a decade, the alliance started

crumblingwithin,strugglingtokeepitsflock
togetherwith its disparate ideologies, from
moderates likeMirwaiz Umar Farooq and
Abdul Gani Lone to hardliners like Syed Ali
GeelaniandMasaratAlam.Theirdifferences
overfuturestrategy,roleofmilitancy,anddi-
aloguewithNewDelhi,wereoutintheopen.
The 2002 Assembly elections led to a

split.ThehardlinegroupledbySyedAliShah
Geelani accused Sajad Lone, representing
People’s Conference afterhis father’s assas-
sination, of fieldingproxy candidates in the
elections. The Geelani group demanded
Lone’s expulsion, but then Hurriyat chair-
man Abbas Ansari refused. In ameeting at
Geelani’s home on September 7, 2003, the

hardlinersremovedAnsariasHurriyatchief
and announcedMasarat Alam as interim
chairman. The Hurriyat split intoMirwaiz
andGeelani camps.
The J&K Liberation Front led by Yasin

Malikpartedwayswithboth factions.

Moderates-Centre talks
TheMirwaiz campwas in favour of dia-

logue with New Delhi while the Geelani
groupsetapreconditionthatNewDelhifirst
acceptKashmirasadisputed territory.
Immediately after the split, theMirwaiz

groupopenedthechannelsofdialoguewith
theCentre.OnJanuary22,2004,thenDeputy
PMLKAdvanihostedaHurriyatdelegation
—AbbasAnsari,MirwaizUmarFarooq,Abdul
GaniBhat, Bilal LoneandFazalHaqQureshi
—athisoffice inNorthBlock.Bothsidesde-
cided tomeet again. The second roundwas
held inNewDelhionMarch27thatyear.
Talks continued with the subsequent

government. On September 6, 2005, then
PrimeMinisterManmohanSinghmetwith
HurriyatmoderatesledbyMirwaiz.Thenext
roundwasonMay4,2006,andthetwosides
agreed to evolve amechanism to continue
dialogueforresolutionof theKashmirissue.
With the Centre’s backing, theMirwaiz

factionandMohdYasinMalikalso travelled
to Pakistan on the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus tomeet the leadership inPakistan.

The rise of Geelani
Themoderates’ perceived closeness to

NewDelhi and theabsenceof anyoutcome
fromthedialoguebolsteredtheGeelani-led
hardliners.OnApril 12, 2016, six leaders in-
cludingShabirAhmadShah,NayeemAhmad
KhanandAgaHassanBudgamipartedways
withMirwaizand joinedGeelani.

The current disarray
TheNational InvestigationAgency(NIA)

raids on Hurriyat leaders in 2018 put both
factionsonthebackfoot.
On June 30 last year, Geelani sprang a

surprisewhenhedissociatedhimself from
his factionof theHurriyat, leavingthereins
to his deputy Mohammad Ashraf Sehrai
who died in custody in Jammu jail earlier
this year.
TheNIAraids, thebanof Jamat-e-Islami,

and the arrest of most of the top and sec-
ond-rung leadership of both factions, be-
fore the abrogation of J&K’s special status
onAugust5, 2019,have left theHurriyat in
disarray.

Hurriyat at a crossroads
SIMPLYPUT

Thenchairmanof thehardlineHurriyat factionSyedAliShahGeelani (centre),
moderate factionheadMirwaizUmarFarooq (right), andYasinMalik (left)aftera
meeting inSrinagar in2016. ExpressArchive
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ON SATURDAY evening, Prime Minister
NarendraModi—alsothechairpersonofthe
Jallianwala BaghMemorial Trust— inaugu-
rated the renovated Jallianwala Bagh com-
plex, which had been shut since February
2019 for an extensive makeover by the
Ministry of Culture. The monument had
looked nondescript on the 1-km stretch of
Heritage Street inAmritsar,whichdraws an
average 10,000 visitors a day,most of them
topayobeisanceat theGoldenTemple.
A look at what has changed in the

makeover,andwhathasbeenadded:

What’s changed
Approximately Rs 20 crore was ear-

markedforrestorationandconservation,im-
plementedbythegovernment-ownedNBCC
Ltd. Facilities such as toilets, ticketing coun-
tersanddrinkingwaterhavebeenadded.The

entryandexitpointshavebeenrepositioned,
and a lotus pond has been built around the
mainmemorial.The‘ShahidiKhu’orMartyrs
Well, intowhichhundredsofpeoplejumped
to escape bullets, is nowenclosed in a glass
shield—adecisioncriticisedbysomesinceit
isperceivedasrestrictingtheview.

What’s been added
A28-minute sound-and-light showthat

re-enacts the events of April 13, 1919, is be-
ing shown free every evening. A Salvation
Groundhasbeenbuilt forvisitors tosit insi-
lencetohonourthevictimsof themassacre.
Severalnewsculpturesofvictimshavecome
up on the high walls of the narrow lane
throughwhichvisitorsenter.
Four new galleries have been created

through adaptive reuse of underutilised
buildings to showcase the historical signifi-
canceofeventsinPunjab,includingthefree-
dommovement and theGadarmovement.
ItalsohasasculptureofGuruNanakDev,Sikh
warriorBandaSinghBahadur,andastatueof
MaharajaRanjitSingh.

Politics of nationalism
Last week, Chief Minister Captain

Amarinder Singh had inaugurated the
Jallianwala Bagh CentenaryMemorial Park,
a secondmemorial as “a tribute to the un-
knownmartyrs”of themassacre, sayingthe

memorial at theoriginal sitewasbuilt to re-
member themartyrswhowere identified.
Thesecondmemorialhasbeenbuiltover1.5
acres, almost 3 km from the site. The CM, a
trusteeof JallianwalaBagh,alsoattendedthe
Centre’s event, where he urged the PM to
bring back the personal effects of Shaheed
UdhamSinghfromtheUK.
With families of themassacre victims

present,thePMspokeabouthow,tomark75
years of Independence, ‘Azaadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’was being celebrated,with free-
domfightersbeinghonouredineveryvillage
and places associated with the freedom
struggle seeing a revamp.Modi listed steps
takenby theCentre to take the legacyof the
Gurustotheyouth—turningSultanpurLodhi
intoaheritage town, theKartarpur corridor,
air connectivity between Punjab and some
countries, interconnectivity of places relat-
ingtotheSikhGurus,anddevelopmentofthe
AnandpurSahib,FatehgarhSahib,Chamkaur
Sahib, Ferozepur, Amritsar, Khatkar Kalan,
KalanourandPatialaheritagecircuit.

Visitorsat JallianwalaBaghonSunday,
after thereopening.RanaSimranjit Singh

YOUNG CHILDREN, especially those
belongingtotheagegroup5-11years,
gainedexcessweightduringthepan-
demic,accordingtoastudypublished
in the Journal of the
American Medical
Association.
“Whenwecompared

the weight gain among
children from 2019 to
2020, we found that
there was more weight
gained during the pan-
demic for youths of all
ages,” CorinnaKoebnick,
the senior author of this
study, of the Kaiser
Permanente Southern California’s
DepartmentofResearch&Evaluation,
was quoted as saying in the press re-
lease issuedbyKaiserPermanente.
KaiserPermanenteisahealthcare

consortium based in Portland,
California.
Theresearchersanalysedtheelec-

tronichealthrecordsof1,91,509mem-
bersofKaiserPermanente,belonging
to the age group 5-17 years, from
March1,2019, to January31,2021.

■ Those age 5-11
yearsgained5.07pounds
more during Covid-19
than during the same
timeperiodbeforeCovid-
19, while those aged 12-
15 and 16-17 gained an
excess of 5.1 pounds and
2.26 pounds over the
prior year, respectively.

■ Among 5-to-11-
year-olds,thisweightgain
resulted in almost 9%

more childrenbecoming overweight
orobesecomparedto5%inthoseaged
12-15 years and 3% in those aged 16-
17.Most of the increase among those
5-11 and 12-15 years oldwas due to
an increase inobesity.

Source:KaiserPermanente
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Children gained more weight
than normal in pandemic

Militancy in Assam’s DimaHasao: in the 1990s, 2000s, and now

Oneof thetrucksattackedbythenew
militantgrouponThursday.Express

TheHurriyatConference, thepoliticalplatformof separatists inKashmir, isgetting increasingly
marginalised,with theCentrecrackingdownonits leadersandconsideringabanonboth factions.

What’s new in renovated Jallianwala Bagh
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AS AMERICAN troops rush to
completetheirwithdrawalbyUS
President Joe Biden’s Tuesday
deadline, many Afghans are
afraid that reprisals from the
country’s new rulers will soon
follow.
WhenTalibanfightersseized

controlofKabul twoweeksago,
the invading unitsmade a bee-
line for two critical targets: the
headquarters of the National
Security Directorate and the
Ministryof Communications.

Theiraim—recountedbytwo
Afghan officials who had been
briefed separately on the raid—
was to secure the files of intelli-
genceofficersandtheirinformers,
andtoobtainthemeansof track-
ing the telephone numbers of

Afghancitizens.Thatcouldbedis-
astrousforhundredsofthousands
ofpeoplewhohadbeenworking
tocountertheTalibanthreat.
So far, the Taliban’s political

leadershiphaspresentedamod-
erate face, promisingamnesty to
government security forceswho
lay down their arms. They have
evenwritten lettersof guarantee
that theywill notbepursued, al-
thoughreservingtherighttopros-
ecuteseriouscrimes.
A Taliban spokesman, Suhail

Shaheen,saidinaTwitterpostin
Englishthattherewasnosettling
ofscores.Nor,hesaid,wastherea
hit list withwhich the Taliban

were conducting door-to-door
searches,ashasbeenrumored.
Yettherearegrowingreports

of detentions, disappearances
and even executions at the
hands of the Taliban, in what
some current and former gov-
ernment officials describe as a
covert pursuit of themilitants’
enemies. The scale of the cam-
paign is uncertain because it is
beingconductedcovertly.
“It’s very much under-

ground,” said one former leg-
islator,whowas inhidingelse-
where when the Taliban
visitedhis home in themiddle
of the night. NYT

DEVJYOTGHOSHAL
AUGUST29

ABANDof veteranAfghan lead-
ers, including two regional
strongmen, are angling for talks
withtheTalibanandplantomeet
withinweekstoformanewfront
for holding negotiations on the
country’s next government, a
memberofagroupsaid.
Khalid Noor, son of Atta

Mohammad Noor, the once-
powerful governor of northern
Afghanistan’s Balkh province,
saidthegroupcomprisedofvet-
eran ethnicUzbek leaderAbdul

Rashid Dostum and others op-
posed to theTaliban’s takeover.
“We prefer to negotiate col-

lectively,becauseitisnotthatthe
problem of Afghanistanwill be
solved just by one of us,” Noor,

27, told Reuters in an interview
fromanundisclosed location.
“So,itisimportantfortheen-

tire political community of the
country to be involved, espe-
cially the traditional leaders,
those with power, with public
support,”Noor said.
AttaNoorandDostum,veter-

ansof fourdecadesof conflict in
Afghanistan,bothfledthecountry
whenthenortherncityofMazar-
iShariffelltotheTaliban,thehard-
lineIslamistgroup,withoutafight.
The US-backed government

andmilitaryfoldedelsewhereas
theTaliban swept intoKabul on
August15.

However, thebackroomdis-
cussions are a sign of the coun-
try’straditionalstrongmencom-
ingbacktolifeaftertheTaliban’s
stunningmilitarycampaign.
It will be a challenge for any

entity to rule Afghanistan for
long without consensus be-
tween the country’s patchwork
of ethnicities,mostanalystssay.
“TheTalibanat this point are

very, veryarrogant, because they
justwonmilitarily. Butwhatwe
assume(is)thattheyknowtherisk
ofrulingthewaytheydidbefore,”
Noorsaid,referringtotheprevious
Taliban regime's exclusionofmi-
norityethnicgroups. REUTERS

AP&REUTERS
KABUL,AUGUST29

AUSdronestrikeSundaystrucka
vehiclecarrying“multiplesuicide
bombers” from Afghanistan’s
IslamicState affiliatebefore they
could target theongoingmilitary
evacuationatKabul’sinternational
airport,Americanofficialssaid.
Therewerefewinitialdetails

about the incident, as well as a
rocket that struck a neighbour-
hood just northwest of the air-
port, killing a child. The Taliban
initially described the two
strikes as separate incidents,
though informationonboth re-
mained scarce and witnesses
heard only one large blast
Sunday in theAfghancapital.
The airstrike came as theUS

windsdownahistoric airlift that
sawtensof thousandsevacuated
fromKabul’sinternationalairport,
the scene ofmuch of the chaos
that engulfed theAfghan capital
since the Taliban took over two
weeksago.After an IslamicState
affiliate’ssuicideattackthatkilled
over 180people, the Taliban in-
creaseditssecurityaroundtheair-
field asBritain ended its evacua-
tionflightsSaturday.
USmilitarycargoplanescon-

tinuedtheirrunsintotheairport
Sunday, ahead of a Tuesday
deadlineearliersetbyPresident
JoeBidentowithdrawall troops
fromAmerica’s longestwar.
TwoAmericanmilitary offi-

cials,whospokeonconditionof
anonymity to discuss military
operations, called the airstrike
successful and said the vehicle
carriedmultiplebombers.

CaptBillUrban, a spokesman
for the US military’s Central
Command,calledthedronestrike
anaction taken in “self-defence.”
Hesaidauthoritiescontinued“as-
sessingthepossibilitiesofcivilian
casualties, thoughwehavenoin-
dicationsatthistime.”
TalibanspokesmanZabihullah

Mujahidearliersaidinamessage
tojournaliststhattheUSstriketar-
getedasuicidebomberashedrove
avehicleloadedwithexplosives.
Biden headed on Sunday to

Dover Air Force Base to honour
membersoftheUSmilitarykilled
in Thursday’s attack as their re-
mainswerereturnedtotheUS.
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SpaceXtakes
ants,avocados
tospacestation
ASPACEXshipmentofants,
avocados and a human-
sizedroboticarmrocketed
toward the International
Space Station on Sunday.
Thedelivery—duetoarrive
Monday—isthecompany’s
23rdforNASAinjustunder
adecade.ArecycledFalcon
rocket blasted into the
predawnsky fromNASA’s
KennedySpaceCenter.The
Dragon is carryingmore
than 2,170 kg of supplies
andexperiments,andfresh
food including avocados,
lemonsandevenicecream
forthespacestation’sseven
astronauts. TheGirl Scouts
are sendingupants, brine
shrimpandplants as test
subjects,whileUniversityof
Wisconsin-Madison is fly-
ingup seeds froma small
floweringweed. AP

ASpaceXFalcon9
rocket launchedfrom
KennedySpaceCenter
onFriday.AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

IRAQ

Macronvisits
Iraqicity
destroyedbywar
FRENCH PRESIDENT
Emmanuel Macron on
Sunday visited Iraq’s
northern city of Mosul,
which suffered wide-
spread destruction dur-
ing thewar todefeat the
Islamic State group in
2017. Macron began his
visit toMosulby touring
theOurLadyof theHour
Church, a Catholic
church that was badly
damagedduringtherule
of IS that lasted from
2014 until the extrem-
ists’ defeat three years
later. Iraqi children
dressed in white and
waving Iraqi and French
flags sang upon
Macron’s arrival. AP

CONGO

Suspected
militantskill19
ineasternvillage
SUSPECTED ISLAMIST
militants killed at least
19 people in a raid on a
village in eastern
Democratic Republic of
Congo, local authorities
said.Theattackers looted
houses and started fires
in Kasanzi-Kithovo near
VirungaNationalPark in
North Kivu province
overnight between
FridayandSaturday, they
said.“Idon’tknowwhere
to go with my two chil-
dren,” villager Kahindo
Lembula, who lost four
of her relatives in the at-
tack, told Reuters by
phone. “Only God will
helpus.” REUTERS

KATHYGANNON,
TAMEEMAKHGAR
&JONGAMBRELL
KABUL,AUGUST29

A TALIBAN fighter shot dead an
Afghan folk singer in a restive
mountain province under un-
clear circumstances, his family
saidSunday.Thekillingreignited
concerns among activists that
the insurgents would return to
theiroppressiveruleinthecoun-
try after theirmilitaryblitz top-
pled thegovernment.
The slaying of Fawad

Andarabi comes as the United
Stateswindsdownahistoricair-

lift that saw tens of thousands
evacuatedfromKabul’sinterna-
tionalairport,thesceneofmuch
of the chaos that engulfed the
Afghancapital since theTaliban
tookover twoweeksago.
The shooting Friday of the

folksingercameintheAndarabi
Valley forwhichhewasnamed,
an area of Baghlan province
some100kmnorthofKabul.The
valley had seen upheaval since
theTalibantakeover,withsome
districts in the area coming un-
derthecontrolofmilitiafighters
opposed to theTalibanrule.
The Taliban say they have

sinceretakenthoseareas,though
neighbouring Panjshir in the

HinduKushmountains remains
the only one of Afghanistan’s 34
provincesnotunderitscontrol.
TheTalibanpreviouslycame

out to Andarabi’s home and
searched it, even drinking tea
withthemusician,hissonJawad
Andarabi said. But something
changedFriday.
“He was innocent, a singer

whoonlywasentertainingpeo-
ple,”hissonsaid.“Theyshothim
intheheadonthefarm.”Hisson
said hewanted justice and that
alocalTalibancouncilpromised
topunishhis father’skiller.
TalibanspokesmanZabihullah

Mujahidsaidtheywouldinvesti-
gatetheincident. AP

JILLLAWLESS
LONDON,AUGUST29

A FORMER UK Royal Marine
whowagedahigh-profile cam-
paign to leaveAfghanistanwith
almost 200 rescued dogs and
cats has flown to safety —with
the animals, but without his
charity’sAfghanstaff,whowere
leftbehind inKabul.
Aprivatelyfundedchartered

plane carrying Paul “Pen”
Farthingandhisanimalstookoff
fromKabul late Saturdayafter a
saga that gripped and divided
Britain,raisingdifficultquestions
about the relative value placed
onhumanandanimal lives.
Animalwelfare campaigner

DominicDyer,whohasactedas
a UK-based spokesman for
Farthing,saidtheplanewasdue
to land at London’s Heathrow
AirportonSunday.
Farthing, who started the

Nowzad charity after serving
with British forces in
Afghanistan15yearsago,wasel-
igible for evacuation inBritain’s
militaryairliftalongwithAfghan
members of his staff and their
dependents. But he refused to
leavewithout theanimals.
Dyer said Taliban guards

would not let the Afghan staff
enter the airport, even though
theyhadtherequiredpapers.AP

MARKLANDLER&
STEPHENCASTLE
LONDON,AUGUST29

NEARLY 60,000 football fans
packed London’s Emirates
Stadium last Sunday to watch
Chelsea outplay Arsenal.
Andrew LloydWebber’s musi-
cal, Cinderella, made its glitter-
ing debut in theWest End after
severalCovid-relateddelays.On
the subway, where masks are
still mandatory, half the riders
gobarefaced.
AllthisatatimewhenBritain

is reportingmore than 30,000
newcoronaviruscasesaday,hos-
pitalsarecomingunderrenewed
strain, and preliminary data
shows that the protection pro-
vided by vaccines ebbs several
monthsafter theseconddose.
Suchisthestrangenewphase

of Britain’s pandemic: The pub-
lichasmovedon,evenifthevirus
has not. Given that Britain has
beenatthevanguardofsomany
coronavirus developments —
from incubating variants to
rollingoutvaccines—expertssay
this could be a glimpse into the
future forothercountries.
“Wedon’t seemtocare that

wehavethesereallyhigh infec-
tion rates,” said Tim Spector, a
professorof geneticepidemiol-
ogy at King’s College London,
who has been leading a major
study on Covid-19 symptoms.
“It looks likewe’re just accept-
ing it now — that this is the
price of freedom.”
Some of that equanimity

may stem from the fact that
Britain’s case rate, while high,

hasnotyetrisenanywherenear
the level that government offi-
cials predictedwhen they lifted
virtuallyallCovidrestrictionslast
month.Somemaybebecauseof
theweaker link between cases
and severe illness. And some of
itmay simply reflect fatigue, af-
ter 17months of baleful head-
linesandstifling lockdowns.
“There’sa feelingthat finally

we can breathe; we can start
trying to get back what we’ve
lost,” said Devi Sridhar, the
headof theglobalpublichealth
program at the University of
Edinburgh. “It’s really difficult
to ask people not to mix for a
prolonged period, especially if
there is no solution.”
With nearly 80 per cent of

theadultpopulationfullyvacci-
natedandthevirusstillcirculat-
ing widely, Professor Sridhar
said, Britainmaybe amodel for
other European countries and
the United States of “whether
you canmanage Covid in a sus-
tainableway”.Theevidence,she
added,wasinconclusivebecause
Britain still faces critical chal-
lenges, like the reopening of
schoolsonWednesday. NYT

KEVINMCGILL
&JAYREEVES
NEWORLEANS,AUGUST29

HURRICANEIDAblastedashore
along the Louisiana coast on
Sunday, with the eye of one of
themostpowerful stormsever
to hit the US arriving near the
barrier island of Grand Isle.
The powerful Category 4

storm made landfall on the
same date Hurricane Katrina
ravaged Louisiana and
Mississippi 16 years earlier,
about 64 kilometres west of
where Category 3 Katrina first
struck land.
Arriving with a barometric

pressure of 930 millibars, Ida
goes down as tied for the fifth
strongest hurricane to make
landfall in the United States
based onwind speed.
Ida rapidly intensified

overnight as itmoved through
some of the warmest ocean
water in theworld inthenorth-
ern Gulf of Mexico, its top
winds grew by 72 kph to 230
kph in five hours.
Hurricane force winds

started to strike Grand Isle on
Sundaymorning.Beforepower
was lost on the Louisiana bar-
rier island, a beachfront web
camera showed the ocean
steadily rising as growing
waves churned andpalm trees
whipped. More than 100,000
customers had lost power in
Louisiana by noon and were
without electricity, according
to PowerOutage.US, which
tracks outages nationwide.
Wind tore at awnings and

waterbeganspillingoutof Lake
Ponchartrain in New Orleans.
Officials there said Ida’s swift

intensification from a few
thunderstormstomassivehur-
ricane over three days left no
time to organize a mandatory
evacuation of its 390,000 resi-
dents.
Mayor LaToya Cantrell

urgedresidents to leavevolun-
tarily. Those who stayed were
warned to prepare for long
poweroutagesamidsweltering
heat.
NickMoscawaswalkinghis

dog, like most of those who
were out Sundaymorning.
“I’d like to be better pre-

pared. There’s a few things I’m
thinking we could have done.
But this storm came pretty
quick, soyouonlyhavethetime
youhave,”Mosca said. AP

REUTERS
ADEN,AUGUST29

ATLEAST30 soldierswerekilled
and 60wounded on Sunday in
Houthi strikes onamilitarybase
belonging to forces of the Saudi-
ledcoalitioninsouthwestYemen,
a spokesman for the southern
forcesandmedicalsourcessaid.
TheHouthis have carriedout

several attacks using armed
drones and ballisticmissiles on
theal-Anadmilitarybase,Yemeni
southern forces spokesman
Mohamedal-Naqeebsaid.
Naqeebsaid thatbetween30

to 40 soldierswere killed and at
least 60 wounded, adding the
deathtollmaystillriseasrescuers

werestillclearingthescene.
The southern forces are part

of theSaudi-ledcoalition.
Two medical sources said

severalbodieshadarrivedatLahj
province’s main hospital along
with another 16wounded peo-
ple. It was unclear if civilians
wereamongthecasualties.
Residents said that several

loudblastswereheard in the al-
Anad area, which is located at
some70kmnorthof the south-
ernportcityofAden.Severalother
residents fromthedisputedcen-
tralcityofTaizsaidtheyheardbal-
listicmissiles fired from launch-
erspositionedintheHouthi-held
easternsuburbsof thecity.
Thewarstartedin2014when

theHouthis invaded Sanaa and

ousted the government of Abd-
RabbuMansourHadi.Acoalition
ledbySaudiArabiaandtheUnited
Arab Emirates intervened in
March 2015 to restore Hadi to
power but the ensuing conflict,
nowstalemated,haskilledtensof
thousandsandcausedtheworld's
worsthumanitariancrisis.
The attacks came at a time

when peace talks between the
Saudi-led coalition and the
Houthis,andbackedbytheUnited
Nations and the United States,
havestalledafterbothsidesfailed
toreachacompromisedeal.
Thetalksarefocusedonsteps

toliftablockadeonHouthi-held
portsandSanaaairportinreturn
for a promise from the Iran-
alignedgroup for truce talks.

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
JERUSALEM,AUGUST29

ISRAELI PLANES struck Hamas
militant targets in theGaza Strip
Sunday,hoursafterviolentclashes
between Palestinian protesters
andtroopsalongtheborder.
The Israelimilitary said that

planesbombedaHamasmilitant
facility in the Gaza Strip in re-
sponsetothelaunchingof incen-
diaryballoonsintosouthernIsrael
andviolent protests staged for a
secondconsecutiveweek.
IsraeliPrimeMinisterNaftali

Bennett spoke to reporters in
Washington before he boarded
a flight to Israel, wrapping up a
statevisitthatculminatedwitha

face-to-face meeting with
President Joe Biden. It was the
first sinceBennett tookoffice in
June. “Wewill operate in Gaza
according to our interests,” he
said inHebrewonthe tarmac.
Bennettsaidhe“achievedall

the objectives for the trip” to
Washington, including strategic
cooperation in preventing Iran

fromobtainingnuclearweapons.
On Saturday, hundreds of

Hamas-backedactivists stageda
nighttimeprotestalongtheIsraeli
border, throwing explosives to-
wardIsraeliforceswhoresponded
withlivefire.Gazahealthofficials
saidthreepeoplewereinjuredby
Israeli fire. Additional protests
wereplannedthroughtheweek.
Organiserssaidtheprotestsare

meant to increase pressure on
Israel to lift its blockade of the
Palestinian territory. Israel and
Egypthavemaintainedtheblock-
ade sinceHamas, a groupsworn
toIsrael’sdestruction,seizedcon-
trol of Gaza in a2007 coupafter
winning Palestinian elections.
IsraelandHamashavefoughtfour
warssince,themostrecentinMay.

Taliban kill Afghan folk singer
in restive province, says family

Veteran Afghan strongmen to form new
front for holding negotiations with Taliban

VeteranethnicUzbek leader
AbdulRashidDostum

Afghans say Taliban’s enemies starting to disappear

Talibanfighters inKabul.NYT

Ex-UK Marine
leaves Kabul
with dogs, cats
but no local staff

USPresident JoeBiden,FirstLady JillBidenandSecretaryofDefenceLloydAustinduringthe
transferof remainsatDoverAirForceBase inDelawareonSundayfor the13membersof the
USmilitarywhowerekilled inabombing lastweek inAfghanistan.NYT

AMERICANMILITARYWINDSDOWNEVACUATIONFROMAFGHANCAPITAL

Rocketstrikenearairportkillschild

USsaysdronekills IS suicidebombers
before theycouldattackKabul airport

UK public moves
on from virus curbs
even as cases rise

Britainisnowreportingmore
than30,000newcoronavirus
casesaday.Reuters

InNewOrleansaheadof theapproachingHurricane Ida
onSunday.AP

Israel strikes Hamas targets in
Gaza after border protests

IsraeliPrimeMinister
NaftaliBennett

At least 30 killed in Houthi
strikes on Yemen military base

THEUSand97othercountries
said theywould continue to
take in people fleeing
Afghanistan after the
Americanmilitarydepartson
Aug 31 and had secured an
agreementwiththeTalibanto
allow safe passage for those
whoareleaving.TheTaliban’s
chief negotiator, Sher
MohammedAbasStanekzai,
hadannouncedonFridaythat
thegroupwouldnotstoppeo-
plefromdeparting,nomatter
their nationality orwhether
they hadworked for theUS
during the20-yearwar. The
jointstatementwasreleased
onSundayonbehalfofmore
thanhalf of theworld’sgov-
ernmentsandNATO. NYT

Countries say will
accept Afghans
after August 31 HURRICANEIDAhasmade

landfall inLouisianaonthe
samedateonwhich
HurricaneKatrinadidso16
yearsago.ACategory4
storm, Ida ismuchmore
powerful thantheCategory
3Katrina,whichhad
wreakedhavoc inthestate
leadingtoasmanyas1,833
deaths.However, themas-
sivetoll takenbyKatrinawas
seenastheresultof an inad-
equate leveesystem,which
expertsnowarehoping is
muchbetterequippedto
handleahurricane.But the
intensity, sizeanddirection
ofHurricane Idacouldresult
in itbecomingamassivenat-
uraldisaster,expertssay.

Stronger
stormthan
KatrinaE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

With wind speeds
topping 230 kph,
Hurricane Ida makes
landfall in Louisiana

“I have three alternatives formy
future: being arrested, killed or
victory (in the presidential election)”
—JAIRBOLSONARO, theBrazilianPresident, said in remarks
to ameeting of evangelical leaders ahead of the2022election.
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Market Watch
M-CAPOF8MOSTVALUEDCOS JUMPS
New Delhi: Eight of the top-10 most valued companies together added
Rs 1,90,032.06 crore in market valuation last week, with Tata
Consultancy Services and RIL being the prominent gainers. Last
week, the Sensex gained 795.40 points or 1.43 per cent.PTI

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,AUGUST29

SOCIALMEDIAcompaniesacross
theboard are likely to approach
theMinistry of Electronics and
InformationTechnology (MeitY)
onceagaintoexpeditetheprocess
ofputtinginplaceastandardoper-
ating procedure (SOP) for the
Intermediary Guidelines and
DigitalMediaEthicsCode,sources
inknowof thedevelopment told
TheIndianExpress.
TheneedforanSOPforthein-

termediary guidelineswas felt
once again, following the recent
controversyoverCongressleader
RahulGandhi’spost across social
mediaplatforms,whereinhehad
postedaphotoof theparentsofa
nine-year-oldDalit girlwhowas
allegedlyraped.Thephotostoked
controversyandwassubsequently
takendownbyTwitter,Facebook,
and Instagram. Simultaneously,
the National Commission for
ProtectionofChildRights(NCPCR)
sentlegalnoticestotheplatforms
aswellasGandhi.
Thoughallthethreeplatforms

removedGandhi’stweetandpost,
they claimed that it was done
basedontheirinternalguidelines
onpostingandnotonthenotices
sentbytheNCPCR.
“Rightnow,theNCPCRhasno

jurisdiction to sendusa legalno-

tice. They shouldhaveeither ap-
proachedusthroughthegrievance
officerorgotacourtorderasking
ustotakedownthepost.Wetook
downtheposts as it violatedour
policies.Thereis,however,noSOP
andwedonotknowwhichagency
cansendusatakedownnoticeand
whichcannot,”aseniorexecutive
atasocialmediafirmsaid.
Anexecutiveatanothersocial

media firm said that as per the
SupremeCourt’sjudgmentinthe
ShreyaSinghalcase,whereSection
66Aof the ITActhadbeenstruck
down,thedirectiontoremoveany
contentfromsocialmediacanonly
be if there is a court order, or if a
competentauthorityoftheCentral
governmentissuessuchorderun-

derSection69AoftheITAct.
“Neither Section69Anor the

blockingrulesunderITActautho-
riseNCPCR to direct intermedi-
aries to removecontent.Wewill
challengeits(NCPCR’s)jurisdiction
inthisissue,”theexecutivesaid.
Twitterwas the first to lock

Gandhioutofhisaccount, allow-
inghimaccessonly todelete the
tweet. ThoughGandhi had later
submittedaconsent letterof the
parentsof thenine-year-oldDalit
girlTwitter,Twitterhadstillnotal-
lowedgeneralpublicaccesstothe
tweet and said that itwould re-
mainhiddenas it is against rules
under theProtectionof Children
fromSexualOffences(POCSO)Act.
“Aspartoftheappealprocess,

@RahulGandhi has submitted a
copyoftheformalconsent/autho-
risationlettertousethereferenced
image via our India Grievance
Channel. The tweet isnowwith-
held in India and theaccountac-
cess has been restored,” a
spokespersonfortheplatformhad
said. Twitter had, subsequently,
alsoblockedaccesstotheCongress
party’sofficialTwitteraccountand
severalotheraccountsbelonging
to its leaders. The platformhad
then said it had taken “proactive
action” on several other tweets,
whichhadpostedthesameimage.
“Wehave takenproactiveac-

tionon several hundredTweets
thatpostedanimagethatviolated
ourrules,andmaycontinuetodo
so in linewith our range of en-
forcementoptions. Certain types
ofprivateinformationcarryhigher
risksthanothers,andouraimisal-
ways to protect individuals’ pri-
vacyandsafety,” a spokesperson
fortheplatformhadsaid.
Later, Gandhi’s postwas re-

movedfromInstagramaswellas
Facebook. In its official response,
Facebookhadsaidithad“takenac-
tion to remove the content as it
wasinviolationofourpolicies”.
Theplatformhadalso said in

thecaseof thenine-year-oldgirl,
her family hadpleaded for their
safety in court, and, therefore, to
ensuretheirsafetyanddignity,the
contenthadbeentakendown.

INTERMEDIARYGUIDELINESANDDIGITALMEDIAETHICSCODE Amid ‘difficulties’
in filing, some
tax compliance
deadlines extended

Suspension of foreign
passenger flights
extended till Sept 30

REUTERS
KUWAIT,AUGUST29

THEINCREASEinoiloutputagreed
last month by OPEC+ nations
couldbe reconsideredat its next
meeting on Sept. 1, Kuwait’s oil
minister said on Sunday.The
Organization of the Petroleum
ExportingCountries (OPEC) and
alliesincludingRussia,collectively
known as OPEC+,willmeet on
Wednesday todiscuss theprevi-
ouslyagreed increaseof 400,000
barrelsperday (bpd) for thenext
severalmonths.
“The markets are slowing.

Since COVID-19 has begun its
fourthwave in some areas, we
mustbecarefulandreconsiderthis
increase.Theremaybeahalttothe
400,000 (bpd) increase,”

MohammadAbdulatif al-Fares
toldReuterson thesildelinesof a
government-sponsoredevent in

Kuwait City. Economies of East
AsiancountriesandChinaremain
affectedbyCOVID-19andcaution
mustbeexercised,Faresadded.US
President JoeBiden’sadministra-
tionhasurgedOPECanditsalliesto
boost oil output to tackle rising
gasolineprices that it views as a
threat to theglobal economic re-
covery.
Askedabout theUScall, Fares

saidOPEC+membershaddiffer-
entviewsonthematter.”Thereare
meetingswithOPECcountries,es-
pecially the Gulf Cooperation
Councilcountries,andsofarthere
aredifferentviewsonhowtohan-
dle this issue,” Fares said.OPEC+
last year implemented a record
output cut of 10 million bpd,
equating to about 10per cent of
worlddemand,whenenergyde-
mandplunged.

‘AI asks US
court to dismiss
Cairn petition’

Regulation of
coal supply to
plants to free up
1.77 lakh tonnes:
Power Ministry
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,AUGUST29

REGULATIONOF coal supply to
powerplantsthathavemorethan
15days of fuel stockwill freeup
around1.77 lakh tonnes of coal
from26stations, said thePower
Ministry. Power Secretary Alok
Kumar onSunday reviewed the
report of the coremanagement
teamtoensuredaily closemoni-
toringofcoalstockpositionatther-
malpowerplants,thepowermin-
istrysaidinastatement.
Duringthemeeting,somefacts

emergedwhichwill easeout the
coalstockpositionatTPPsandwill
ensureuninterruptedsupply.

NewDelhi:Air India has asked a
NewYorkcourt todismissapeti-
tionfiledbyBritain’sCairnEnergy
for seizureof its assets toenforce
$1.2billionarbitralawardsagainst
theIndiangovernment,sayingthe
litigationwasprematureasanap-
pealagainstthearbitrationaward
wasstillpending.
The petition by the airline,

which is separate to thegovern-
ment’spleainaWashingtoncourt
seekingdismissal of Cairn’s law-
suittoseekconfirmationofthear-
bitral award, said theNewYork
district court lacks jurisdiction to
adjudicate a “merehypothetical
question” or one that depends
uponcontingentfutureeventsthat
mayormaynotoccur.Cairn’spe-
tition to confirm the Award is
pending in theDistrict Court for
theDistrictofColumbia,”AirIndia
saidintheAugust23petition.PTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, AUGUST29

THE SUSPENSIONof scheduled
international passenger flights
duetothecoronavirusoutbreak
has been extended till
September 30, aviation regula-
torDGCAsaidonSunday.
“However, international

scheduled flights may be al-
lowedonselectedroutesbythe
competent authority ona case-
to-casebasis,” it added.
Scheduledinternationalpas-

senger services have been sus-
pendedinIndiasinceMarch23,
2020 due to the coronavirus
pandemic. But special interna-
tional flights havebeenoperat-
ing under the Vande Bharat
MissionsinceMay2020andun-
der bilateral “air bubble”
arrangements with selected
countries since July2020.
India has formedair-bubble

pactswitharound28countries,
including the US, the UK, the
UAE,Kenya,BhutanandFrance.
Under an air-bubble pact be-
tweentwocountries,special in-
ternational flights can be oper-

ated by their airlines between
their territories.
The circular issued by the

Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) also said the
suspension does not affect the
operations of international all-
cargoservicesandflightsspecif-
ically approvedby it.

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,AUGUST29

WHILETHESensex closed at an
all-time high of 56,124.72 on
Fridaywith retail investorsgoing
intoanoverdrive, foreignportfo-
lio investors (FPIs) sold stocks
worthRs779croreduringtheday,
takingthetotaloutflows(exclud-
ing IPOs) tooverRs48,000crore
since April this year, asworries
overatapertantrumintheUSin-
creasedandvaluationsofdomes-
ticstocksshotup.
Evenas retail investors tight-

enedtheirgripoverthestockmar-
kets, data from the exchanges
showFPIshavetakenoutRs7,652
crore inAugust so far, Rs 23,193
croreinJuly,Rs25croreinJune,Rs
6,015crore inMayandRs12,039
croreinApril.Whencomparedto
this, FPIs had investedRs42,044
crore in February this year, Rs
48,223 crore inDecember 2020

andRs65,317croreinNovember.
StocksoffloadedbyFPIshavebeen
acquiredbyretailinvestorsandin-
stitutionswithalacrity.
Despite the FPI pullout, the

Sensex has gained over 6,600
points, or 13.36 per cent, from
49,509sinceApril1thisyear,aided
bysustainedflowoffundsfromre-
tail investors and institutions. In
theApril-Julyperiod,mutualfunds

made net equity purchases of
Rs32,155crore,asagainstnetsales
ofRs11,140crore in thesamepe-
riodof last year, reflecting the in-
creased inflows in the fundsand
heightened interest of retail in-
vestors in the equity markets.
Domesticinstitutionalinstitutions
haveinvestedRs46,940sinceApril
thisyear.Investmentsbyretailin-
vestorsthroughSIP(systematicin-
vestment plan) are averaging
around Rs 8,000 crore every
month.Ontheotherhand,active
investordemat accounts roseby
27lakhinayearto2.221croreasof
July2021.
Themarketrally isnowbeing

ledbydomesticretail investors—
amplysupportedbydomesticin-
stitutions andmutual funds—
amid hopes that the Covid-hit
economywillreboundinthecom-
ing quarters as vaccination has
pickedupand thenumberof in-
fectionshasfallenfromMayhighs.
“Even thoughFPIs represent

‘smartmoney’ theyareno longer
marketmoversinIndia.Atleastfor
now,retailinvestorshaveemerged
asmarketmoversandDIIsalsoare
playingasupportiverole.Wedon’t
knowhowlongthisretailexuber-
ancewilllast.Presentvaluationsdo
notofferanymarginofsafety,”said
VKVijayakumar,chiefinvestment
strategist,GeojitFinancialServices.
PerhapsthisisthereasonwhyFPIs
havebeenconsistentsellersinthe
cashmarketformanydaysnow.At
thesametime,theydon’twantto
losemomentum in themarket
since India is, by far, theoutper-
formerinemergingmarkets.
SumanChowdhury, chief an-

alytical officer, Acuite Ratings&
Research, saidFPI salescanbeat-
tributed largely to increasedcon-
cernson the taperdownof bond
purchasesbytheUSFedwhichare
expectedtocommencebytheend
ofthecalendaryearandnormalise
the excess liquidity in theglobal
assetmarkets.However,themar-

kets have been relatively stable
due to steadypurchases byDIIs
anddomesticretailinvestorsasthe
accommodativepolicy stanceof
theRBIhasensuredampleliquid-
ityinthesystem.
US Fed chair Jerome Powell

madeclearsomeimportantpoints
that gave investors the comfort
theycravedat thevirtual Jackson
Hole event.He indicated that ta-
pering and interest rates arenot
linked,which isvery important if
theFedwants toavoidamini ta-
pertantrumwhentheydopullthe
triggerinthecomingmonths.The
messagefromPowellwasthatthe
planisstilltotaperthisyear.
“Theresultseasonisoverwith

better-than-expecteddeliveryand
vaccinationdrivegoingon in full
swing.However,thesharpoutper-
formance in thepast 18months
ledtoconcernsonvaluations,”said
SiddharthaKhemka, head-retail
research,MotilalOswal Financial
Services.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,AUGUST29

CITINGDIFFICULTIESreportedby
taxpayersandotherstakeholders
inelectronicfilingofcertainforms,
the income-tax department on
Sundayextendedthedeadlinefor
variouscompliances,includingfil-
ingof statement for equalisation
levyandremittances.Theexten-
sion of compliance deadlines
comesasthenewincometaxpor-
tal,www.incometax.gov.in, laun-
ched on June 7, has been facing
glitchessinceitsrollout.
TheFinanceMinistryhadlast

week“summoned”InfosysCEO&
MDSalilParekhtoexplaintheis-
suesresultinginthedisruptionof
theportaldevelopedbythesoft-
waremajor. In themeetingwith
Parekh on August 23, Finance
MinisterNirmalaSitharamanhad
expressed “deep disappoint-
ment”overpersistingglitchesfor
more than twomonths after the
launch and gave a deadline of
September15toInfosystoresolve
theissues.
The tax department has ex-

tendedthedeadline for filingthe
equalisation levy statement in
Form-1 for the Financial Year
2020-21tillDecember31,against
the original duedate of June30.
Thequarterly statement in Form
15CC to be furnished by autho-
riseddealers in respect of remit-
tances made for June and
September quarter, can nowbe
filed by November 30 and
December 31, respectively. The
original due date for filing this
statement was July 15 and
October15respectively.
In a statement, the Central

BoardofDirectTaxes(CBDT)said
onconsiderationofdifficultiesre-
portedbythetaxpayersandother

stakeholdersinelectronicfilingof
certainformsithasbeendecided
tofurtherextendtheduedatesfor
e-filingof theseforms.
TheCBDT ina separate state-

ment also announcedextending
the deadline for making pay-
ments under the direct tax dis-
pute resolutionschemeVivadSe
Vishwas (VsV) by a month till
September30.However, taxpay-
ershavetheoptiontomakepay-
mentstillOctober31,withanad-
ditionalamountof interest.
Also, the due dates for elec-

tronicfilingofformsrelatedtoin-
timation by pension funds and
sovereignwealthfunds,too,have
beenextended. Intimation tobe
madebyPensionFundandsover-
eignwealthfundinrespectof in-
vestmentmade in India for the
June and September quarter,
whichisrequiredtobefurnished
by July31andOctober31,would
now have to be furnished by
November30andDecember31,
respectively.
The CBDT also extended the

duedateforuploadingofdeclara-
tions received in Form15G/15H
fortheJuneandSeptemberquar-
ter till November 30 and
December 31, respectively. The
original due dateswere July 15
andOctober15,respectively.

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,AUGUST29

THEMINISTRYof Electronics
and InformationTechnology
maysooncomeoutwithapro-
duction-linkedincentive(PLI)
kind of scheme for additive
manufacturing of electronic
components,sourcessaid.
Inmeetingsheldover the

lastmonth,theITMinistryhad
reached out to electronics
componentmakerstounder-
standtheirrequirementsothat
a suitablepolicy couldbede-
signedaccordingly,oneof the
sourcessaid.
“Specificlightweightprod-

uctswhichareused incritical
electronicequipmentandare
veryexpensive to replace are
amongthepriority items.We
are lookingatother areasbe-
yondelectronicmanufactur-
ing for the second phase,” a
ministryofficialsaid.
The Indian Expresshad in

December2020reportedthat
the ITMinistrywas likely to
comeoutwithapolicyonad-
ditivemanufacturing soon.
Thenewpolicywasaimedat
promoting3Dprintingonan
industrial scale and helping
domestic companies “over-
cometechnicalandeconomic
barriers” so that they could
buildsupportiveandancillary
facilities forworld leaders in
thetechnology,suchastheUS
andChina.
Asperadraftof thepolicy,

theMinistry values additive
manufacturingor3Dprinting
industry at $35.6 billion by
2023,upfromalessthan$7bil-
lion in2017.For theelectronic
manufacturing component
space,theMinistryseespoten-
tialfor3Dcomponentsinwea-
rabledevices,softrobots,struc-
turalmonitoringandbuilding
elementsandradiofrequency
identificationdevices.
3D printing or additive

manufacturing uses com-
puter-aideddesigningtomake
prototypesorworkingmodels
ofobjectsbylayingdownsuc-
cessivelayersofmaterialssuch
asplastic,resin,thermoplastic,
metal, fiber or ceramic.With
thehelpofsoftware,themodel
tobeprintedisfirstdeveloped
by thecomputer,which then
gives instructions to the 3D
printer. Like the other PLI
schemes, the incentives for
companies in the3Doraddi-
tive manufacturing space
wouldbeonachievementofa
minimumthresholdofcumu-
lativeincrementalinvestment
andincrementalsalesofman-
ufacturedgoodsnet of taxes.
Therecould,however,besome
relaxation for companies in
this space as it is a relatively
newsector,anofficialsaid.
“Fortheelectronicsmanu-

facturingsector,whichisahigh
volumeproduction area, the
demandandproliferationright
nowisverylow.Weplantoen-
courage companies applica-
tion areas are smart glass,
powerelectronics,sensorsand
non-electroniccomponentsin
electronicssuchasmobileac-
cessoriesandgivethemsome
incentivesbeyondPLIaswell,”
theofficial said.Asia leads the
worldin3Dprintingandabout
50percentofitsmarketiscor-
neredbyChina. But, globally,
theUS leadswithover35per
centshare.

SECTORWATCH
ADDITIVEMANUFACTURING

■3Dprinting
oradditive
manufacturinguses
computer-aided
designingtomake
prototypesor
workingmodelsof
objectsbylaying
downsuccessive
layersofmaterials

WHATIS3DPRINTING

3D manufacturing
of electronic gear
may get its own
PLI-like scheme

TheCBDTinaseparate
statementalso
announcedextending
thedeadlineformaking
paymentsunderthe
directtaxdispute
resolutionscheme
VivadSeVishwastill
September30

RECOVERY IN CORPORATEPERFORMANCE,WITH TOP- AND
BOTTOM-LINEGROWTHEXPECTATIONS TOBEBETTER THAN
PRE-COVID: CHANDRAJIT BANERJEE, DIRECTORGENERAL, CII

51% indicated that Ease of Doing Business was still cumbersome
at the grass roots followed by Cost of Doing Business (other than
Capital cost) being high, as indicated by 32 per cent of the CEOs

About one third of the CEOs
indicated that current capacity
is still in excess of demand

Source:
CII

KEY
HURDLES:

Asignificant economic
recovery is on the cards in
2021-22, according toa
poll, conductedamong
117 seniorCEOsat the
recentmeetingof the
Confederationof Indian
IndustryNational Council.
About79%of themexpected
GDPgrowth tobeover8%

46%of theCEOs
expectedmore than

10percentgrowth in the first
half of thecurrent fiscalwhen
compared to the firsthalf of
pre-pandemicyear2019-20

33%said their firm’s
revenuegrowthwill

be up to 10per centduring first
half of current fiscalwhen
compared to the first half of
pre-pandemic year2019-20

49%of thesenior
industry leaders

polled indicatedmore than10
percentnetprofit growth
during firsthalf of current fiscal
whencompared to firsthalf of
pre-pandemicyear2019-20

32%hoped their
companies to

register up to 10per cent
growth in net profits for the
first half of current fiscal

Most CEOs expect growth
to be over 8%, says CII poll

Market rallies despite FPIs exit: Retail investors step up

TheBSE inMumbai. File

SPECIAL FLIGHTS

■Specialinternational
flightshavebeen
operatingunderthe
VandeBharatMission
sinceMay2020and
underbilateral“air
bubble”arrangements
withselectedcountries
sinceJuly2020.

Delhiairport. File

OPEC+ could reconsider
output increase, says Kuwait

OPEC+lastyearimplemented
arecordoutputcutof10
millionbpd,equatingto
about10percentofworld
demand.Reutersfile

BRIEFLY
FSDCmeeting
onSept3
NewDelhi:FinanceMinister
Nirmala Sitharaman has
called a meeting of the
Financial Stability and
DevelopmentCouncil(FSDC)
on September 3 to discuss
thestateofthefinancialsec-
torandastrategytosupport
thenascent recoveryof the
pandemic-hiteconomy.

Airtelboard
okaysfundraise
New Delhi: Bharti Airtel’s
boardonSundayapproved
raisinguptoRs21,000crore
bywayof rights issue, at a
priceofRs535pershare,ac-
cordingtoaregulatoryfiling.

Merchantbankers
forLICIPO
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
hasshortlisted10merchant
bankers,includingGoldman
SachsGroupInc.,JPMorgan
Chase & Co, and ICICI
Securities, tomanage the
mega initial public offering
(IPO)ofthecountry’slargest
life insurer LIC. “Goldman
SachsGroup Inc, JPMorgan
Chase&Co, ICICI Securities
Ltd,KotakMahindraCapital
Co, JM Financial Ltd,
Citigroup Inc andNomura
HoldingsIncareamongthe
10 BRLMs that have been
shortlisted,”anofficialsaid.

‘Carlyleofferfor
Hexaware’
NewDelhi:Privateequitygi-
antBaringAsia,whichowns
thesoftwarefirmHexaware
Technologies,issettopickthe
$3 billion offer from the
CarlyleGroup for the com-
pany,asperasource.PTI
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procedures

THENEEDforanSOPfortheintermediaryguidelineswasfelt
onceagain,followingtherecentcontroversyoverCongress
leaderRahulGandhi'spostacrosssocialmediaplatforms,
whereinhehadpostedaphotooftheparentsofanine-year-
oldDalitgirlwhowasallegedlyraped.Thephotostokedcon-
troversyandwassubsequentlytakendownbyTwitter,
Facebook,andInstagram.Simultaneously,theNational
CommissionforProtectionofChildRightssentlegalnoticesto
theplatformsandGandhi.

SOPsfor ITrules:Socialmedia
cosmaymeetMinistryagain

Subscribers joining NPS
after 65 can take up to
50% equity exposure
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, AUGUST29

MAKING THENational Pension
System(NPS)moreattractivefor
subscribers joining it after 65
yearsofage, thePFRDAhasper-
mittedthemtoallocateupto50
per cent of the funds in equity,
besides easing theexit norms.
The Pension Fund

Regulatory and Development
Authority (PFRDA) has revised
theguidelinesonentryandexit
following an increase in the
maximum age for joining the
NPS from65 year to 70 years of
age. The entry age for NPS has
beenrevisedto18-70yearsfrom
18-65years.
Any Indian citizen and

Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)
in the age group of 65-70 years
can also join NPS and continue
uptotheageof75years,accord-
ingtoaPFRDAcircularonthere-
visedguidelines.

NewDelhi:Pensioners’body
Bharatiya Pensioners
Manch has urged Prime
MinisterNarendraModi to
exempt pension from in-
cometaxtoproviderelief to
the senior citizens in the
country.PTI

Call for tax
exemption
on pension

New Delhi



MIHIRVASAVDA:Youreturnedhome
andstartedcoachingaclub soon
after theOlympics.Doyoumiss
being in Indiawith the teamwhile
thecelebrationsaregoingon, or
haveyousettled intoyournew life?
It’s strange. I chose to be with my

family because I hadn’t seen them for
three-and-a-half months. That was the
main reason for coming back. The com-
petitioninTheNetherlandsstartsaround
September 11 or 12, and I’m coaching a
club team so I also had to be there. But
it’s a bit like living in two worlds. One
world is India,wheretheteammembers
areheroes of the country. The girls have
done sowell, and there are a lot of cere-
monies...Whathappensisyoukeepstay-
ing in that feeling, and then of course,
you are reminded of the Olympics. And
whileI’mnowinTheNetherlands, it feels
differentbecauselifegoeson. It’snormal.
Mycountryisdifferentwiththesethings,
it’s not like India, there are not a lot of
ceremonies.
It’ssometimestoughtoadjusttosuch

a situation because you don’t want to
lose the feeling that you had at the
Olympics. The two days that I was in
Delhi (after returning fromTokyo)were
amazing. Afterward maybe — and I
spoketomywifeabout this—itwasbet-
ter to stay a little bit longer in India. But
at thatmomentyouonlywantonething
and that’s just going back to the family.
It feels a bit like a two-way feeling.

MIHIRVASAVDA:Howtough is it to
moveon, to return to thedaily life
after all theemotionalhighsyou
experienced inTokyo?
I will say now that, after four-and-a-

half years, I’mused togoodweather.On
Tuesday, Iwascoachingmynewteamin
the rain. It is cold, the summer is not re-
allygoodhere.Thenyouarereallythink-
inglikeokay,mylife’snotgoingtobelike
thisnow.Youarenotgoingtobewearing
shorts now, but a longer training kit.
That’s something different. I am some-
onewho can adapt very fast.
Theotherthingwasthatforfour-and-

a-halfyears, Ididn’tunderstandwhatthe
girlswere saying to each other, and also
the boys. I don’t speak and know all the
Hindi words. And now I understand
everything. So that’s alsodifferentanda
nice change.

MIHIRVASAVDA:You tookover the
teamin2017.Howdifferentwas that
teamfromtheonewesaw inTokyo?
I didn’t knowwhat to expect at the

Olympics because we didn’t play
matchesagainstothergoodcountries for
five months. We played in January and
February against Argentina and
Germany. But it was almost two years
sinceweplayedmatchesunderpressure,
and that was the (Olympics) qualifiers.
That’swhy itwas really difficult.
I get a lot of compliments but you

must not forget what the support staff
did. I wasn’t by myself. Janneke
(Schopman,analyticalcoach)andWayne
(Lombard, strength and conditioning
coach)didsomuchamazingwork.There
weregirlswhodidn’tbelieve theycould
achieve something. They came to the
camps, they did their job — they have a
jobforalifetimeattheRailwaysorwher-
ever else — and that’s fine. But they
weren’t ambitious. I told themthat they
immediately need to be ambitious and
needtosetgoals.Andthat’swhatwedid.
Making the position of thewomen bet-
ter was the dream goal and I think we
achieved that goal.

SANDEEP
DWIVEDI:You
havemade things
easier for thenext
coach.After all
this, howtough
was it towalk
away?Are there
any regrets?
I don’t have any

second thoughts
about coming back
to India. You must
not forget that what happened at the
Olympicswas theoutcomeof four-and-
a-half years of hard work. Frustrations,
emotions, positivity… all different
things. Now everything looks like it
wenteasyandsmoothly,but thatwasn’t
the case.
I hadmomentswhen I reallymissed

my family and I didn’t knowwhether I
could still do the job in India. Ending
things likethis isperfect,but Ididn’t for-
get those moments. That is important.
And for the next coach, I think it will be
more difficult because the expectations
are rising.

SANDEEPDWIVEDI:You finished
fourthat theOlympics. Is therea
memory that youwill carrywithyou
fromthis assignmentwith the

Indian team, something thatmakes
you feel that the tripwasworth it?
That moment would be winning

againstAustralia.Therewere24seconds
togoandNehahadtheballwithNavneet
and the others. They knew that we are
going to win... It’s about that moment...
You see the four-and-a-half years flash
beforeyoureyes.All thingsthathadhap-
pened, the losses, the frustrations... We
had so much disappointment with the
World Cup (in 2018), the qualifier. The
girls were devastated and I used those
experiences and told them, ‘Listen, do
youwant to go through thosemoments
again? Do you want to feel it again be-
causeyouknowhowpainful it is.’At the
(Australia match) it finally went in our
favour; that was themoment.Wewere

the ones who won
and I didn’t have to
tell the girls things
like, ‘Wewerereally
close’ or ‘You really
didwell’. Butno,we
were the ones who
went into the semi-
finals, we were the
ones who won the
match. That mo-
ment of joy, I will
never forget.

DEVENDRAPANDEY:Was it tough to
getplayers toopenup, especially
girlswhocame fromremotepartsof
the country?
It was very difficult. I am the coach

and in India, there is a lotof distancebe-
tweena coachand theplayers. Thedis-
tance is lesser in The Netherlands. It is
easier for a coach. The whole respect
thing in India is also very good but it
didn’t work for us. They were afraid to
talk tomebecause they thought Iwould
dropthemif they talkabout their issues.
They felt I would think they are not
good enough.
Itwasaslowprocessofbuildingtheir

confidence and getting them to under-
stand that if you come tomewithques-
tionsor feelyouarenotdoingsomething
right, I am there to help you instead of

judging you. Themoment they realised
that, they started coming to me and
opened up gradually with all kinds of
things, their issues. Iamnotapatientguy
but in the end, theyopenedup.

NITINSHARMA:Whenyou joined the
women’s team,whatwereyour first
impressionsof the team, tactically
and technically?
WehadourmatchagainstBelarus(in

March2017)andthe first thing Inoticed
was thatwewerenot fit.And if fitness is
not good, it is not possible to play good
hockey, so that is where it started. The
otherthingthat I sawwasa lotof techni-
calerrors.Decisionsmadeonthepitch...
I would think, ‘Why are you doing this?
Idon’t really see the reasonwhyyouare
doingthis.’ Fromthereon I startedmak-
ing a plan on how I wanted to see the
team in the Olympics. And we worked
from that planbackward.

TUSHARBHADURI:Howdidyoudeal
withadministrative issues linked to
the federation, SAI (SportsAuthority
of India), SportsMinistry?
I amonlyconcernedaboutthethings

I can control. There is a lot administra-
tion-wise that I can’t control. (Former
India coach) Roelant Oltmans told me
the moment I arrived, ‘Listen Sjoerd,
these things can happen and you just
have to let it go. You canworry about it
but itwill create a lot of frustration, and
that’s what you have to avoid.’ I am not
sayingitwasalwayseasybutthat iswhat
I always kept at the back of mymind. I
alsoknewthat Iwantedtodobetterand
that itwasnot alwaysworking. Let’s say
I had somechallengingmoments...

TUSHARBHADURI:Was themanner
inwhichyouwere shuffledbetween
themen’s andwomen’s teams
difficult todealwith?
I said this to the girls as well. I have

to be able to look in themirror and say,
‘I did everything I could. I put allmyen-
ergy and time in it.’ In this situation, I
was very surprised, because if you see
thoseninemonths,wedidn’t dowell at

theCommonwealthGames,but therest
of the timewe did really well. As I said,
the Asia Cup was the last tournament
themenwon. Forme, I felt like I could-
n’t take it (thedecision tobeshifted) se-
riously. If this is happening, it can’t be
serious.

TUSHARBHADURI:Doyou feel you
shouldhavebeenconsultedbefore
being shuntedaround?
I thinkyoushouldalwaysspeakwith

the coach. I was on holiday when I re-
ceived a phone call saying that I wasn’t
thecoach for themen’s teamanymore. I
wasthenaskedwhetherIwantedtocon-
tinue with the women’s team. When I
lookbacknow, it sounds funny.

MIHIRVASAVDA:
Youhave seen
Indianhockey
frombothsides,
themen’s aswell
as thewomen’s
teams. In termsof
the support that
theyget, is therea
difference
between the
teams?
There is abigdif-

ference,butSAIpro-
vided the toolswewanted. So thatwas
not an issue. It’smore about participat-
ing in the Pro League, organising tour-
naments inyourowncountry... Themen
arerankedhigherbecause tournaments
are organised for them every time. For
instance, the women didn’t qualify for
theWorld League in New Zealand and
themendidn’teither. I justhopeHockey
India and Odisha can organise more
tournaments forwomen.MaybethePro
League because that’s what the girls
need.

SRIRAMVEERA:Whenyourejoined
thewomen’s team, SavitaPunia said
that they liked havingyouback. Can
you tell us about that exchange?
It was a good moment because it

mademefeel like theywantedmeback.

I was with the women for ninemonths
so it felt likebeingbackhome. Theyhad
made good progress with Wayne
Lombardandtheir fitnesshadreally im-
proved. I couldcontinuewiththeplans I
hadforthewomen’steamandI feltgood
about cominghome.

SRIRAMVEERA:Whatdidyoumake
of reports about
Vandana
Katariya’shouse
beingattackedand
howdid it affect
the team?
Themost impor-

tant thing is that we
weren’t using social
media. Ididn’t talkto
herabout it thenbe-
causeIdidn’tknowif
shehadseen it. They
were hardly using
their phones because there was a strict
ruleattheOlympics.Afterthelastmatch,
I spoke to her and she said she knew
(about it), butblocked itoutandcontin-
ued.That’s thewaythesegirlshavebeen
trained. It’s likesoldierswhoaretrained
togo into thebattlefield. The things that
happen back home, you have to close

your ears to it. You have to block it and
that’s the way it is. After the battle, you
see the emotions coming. But the prob-
lemwassolved.Theysolveditreallywell
and really fast. The police and Rani
(Rampal, captain) did really well in the
situation, as it is about leadership.

SANDEEPDWIVEDI:Whatdoes India
doingwell at theOlympicsmean for
internationalhockey?Howdoes the
world see Indianhockeypost-
Olympics?
The good thing about India is that

Indiansareeverywhereintheworld. Ire-
ceivemessages fromall over theworld. I
thinkthatisalsoagoodthingbecausethe
popularity of hockey has increasedwith
this. I think that the FIH (International

Hockey Federation)
isreallyhappyabout
what happened, be-
cause I don’t think
we have to worry
about our Olympic
statusforthefollow-
ing years... if you
want amillion peo-
ple watching these
matches... I amcuri-
ous about the num-
ber of spectators
watching these

matches. I think they (the FIH) are really
happy. And it’s also good for women’s
hockey, that like other countrieswe also
feel, ‘Whoa!wecandothis’.

SANDEEPDWIVEDI:Doyouat times
just thinkaboutwhatyouhavedone
for thegame in Indiaandwhat it
means?Has it sunk inyet?
Yes, because I don’t want to forget

this. Forme, they are themost beautiful
moments.Andthereasonis thatwecre-
ated a legacy.We did something bigger
thanwinningamedal.Thelongerweare
away from the tournament, the longer
it’s behindus, themorewe realisewhat
wehavechanged.Andthat is something
huge. I’mproudtobepartof thatbecause
that’swhat I always dreamedof. I never
dreamedaboutwinningmedals. Inever

dreamed about what people say, about
awardsandaboutmoney. Ionlydreamed
aboutonething.Andthat isdoingsome-
thing that nobody has done before and
creatinga legacy thatyouwill alwaysbe
remembered for. That’s why I will al-
ways, for my whole life, be connected
with India.

SANDEEP
DWIVEDI: I’msure
youhavebeen
askedseveral
timesaboutChak
De India, theHindi
film.Youalsohad
a socialmedia
conversationwith
ShahRukhKhan.
Doyouexpect a
sequel to the film
onyour journey?
Haveyoubeen

approachedbypeople?
As longas Idon’thave toplaymyself,

Iwillbefine. Iamwritingabook.Thelast
chapter isalmost finished. Ican’twait for
it to be published and everybody can
read all the things that really happened
tome for the last four-and-a-half years
as coach. Also, I want to share valuable
lessons for personal life, private life and
also for corporate life. Maybe one thing
leads to another. If the book leads to a
movie, Iwouldbehonoured. Itwouldbe
nicetohaveaChakdeIndia2,yes. Itwon’t
surpriseme if people come for that. But
I’mnot focusing on that at themoment.
First let thebookgetpublished,andthen
let’s see. I justhopepeople like it...What
I sawwhen I arrived in India, how did I
do the whole thing from 2017 to the
Olympics... It’sanexcitingstoryandIam
happy to share it.

SHIVANINAIK:Howdoyou trainan
Indianwomanplayer tobe
ambitiousand tonotbecontent?
Thethingis,asaplayer,youonlyhave

10-12 years at the highest level and I al-
ways asked them, what do youwant to
be remembered as? Do you want to be
rememberedasbeing10years incamps
and not winning anything? Or do you
wanttoberememberedinanotherway?
Becauseafter this,youaregoingtowork
orhavechildrenoranythingelse.Sowhy
don’t you dreambig? And that is some-
thing that I have taught the girls, to
dreambig.What isyourdreamgoal that
will inspire otherwomen. Andhowcan
wemake that happen? Like winning a
medal. It’s not about winning a medal
but the medal helps to achieve that
dream goal. It’s constantly taking them
out of their comfort zone.

NITINSHARMA:Howdidyouhandle
the teampost thenarrow loss in the
semi-finalswhen theywereon the
field crying?
Initially, I said, ‘There are no words

thatwill help take awayhowyou feel. I
havenowords for that. Youhave to feel
it. That's sport.’ But I also told themthat
in a few days youwill think differently
about this. You will be proud of what
youhaveachieved. I told themyoudon’t
know this because you are away from
social media but the whole country
loves you. Right now, you will not feel
like that... In sport, you give everything
youhave got. That is the golden rule. In
the end, you see what the score is... If
yougaveeverythingandyoudon’thave
any energy anymore, you canbehappy
with yourself.

MIHIRVASAVDA:Youhavedealtwith
Hockey Indiaand theSAI.Are they
doing things rightordo theyneed to
focusmoreoncertain issues?
It’s a big challenge fromhere. It’s not

easy. There is no club competition. That’s
whathelpsTheNetherlandsverymuch.It
helped Belgium women and men,
Germany... So that is something that’s a
challenge for the federation and SAI.
Anotherthingisofcourseorganisingtour-
naments and Pro Leaguewith India and
thatneedstohappen.Alotofgirlswillplay
hockeynow.Theysawhowwomenwere
stars from the Olympics. How can you
identifytalent?Thatwillbesomethingelse.
Like David John, the previous High
Performance Director... Hewas the one
whoidentifiedtalent.Onetrip,Icameback
andhesaysI'mgoingtohavesomeonefor
your team. Iwasalwaysopento thatbut I
said‘Idon'tknow.’Hesaid, ‘Trustme,Iwill
addsomeonetoyourteamandyouwillbe
happy.’ It was Salima Tete. So she was
scoutedprettywell.Thiswillbeachallenge.

SHIVANINAIK:Whatwouldyouradvice
betoschoolcoachesofgirls’teams?
Don’t focus only on exercises of ball

and stick. Train the whole motor skills.
Teach them to catch balls, roll balls,
throw balls andmovements. Make that
better, then maybe someone will be-
comea complete player.

‘

Wedid something bigger thanwinning amedal, we
created a legacy.Will be connected to Indiamywhole life

SJOERDMARIJNE, FORMERCOACH, INDIANWOMEN'SHOCKEYTEAM

‘
‘

‘Indians are everywhere...
and hockey’s popularity has
risen with this. We need not
worry about our Olympic
status now... if you want a
million people watching...
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‘

‘The Olympics was outcome
of 4.5 years of hard work...
The end was perfect, but I
didn't forget that. For the

next coach, it will be harder
as expectations are rising ‘

‘The men are ranked higher
as they have tournaments

every time... I just hope
Hockey India and Odisha

can organise more
tournaments for women

WHY
SJOERDMARIJNE

He took over the women’s
hockey team in 2017,
after they finished 12th

out of 12 teams at Rio Olympics.
In four-and-a-half years, he
turned around the team’s
fortunes and brought them
closer than ever to an Olympic
medal. In Tokyo, India stunned
former champions Australia in
what was one of the biggest
upsets of all-time; gave eventual
silver medalists Argentina a
scare before narrowly missing
the bronze medal, and lost to
Britain in play-off match to
finish fourth. He has since
moved on, becoming coach of
Dutch club HC Tilburg

Illustration: SuvajitDey

Marijnetalksaboutbeingshuffledbetweenteams,earningthegirls’trustandteachingthemto“dreambig”,describesthesemi-finallossandtellingthemwhy“ina
fewdays,theywouldseeitdifferently”,andshareshisplansaboutabook,andmaybeChakDeIndia2.ThesessionwasmoderatedbyAssistantEditorMihirVasavda

New Delhi
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Nishad leaps to the podium
High jumper,who losthishand in fodder-cuttingmachine,winssilvermedalatTokyoParalympics

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH,AUGUST29

AS 23-YEAR-OLD Nishad Kumar posed
alongside Americans Roderick Townsend
and Dallas Wise after winning the silver
medal inmen’sT-47high jumpeventat the
TokyoParalympics, his parentswere some-
howholdingback tears invillageBadaun in
HimachalPradesh’sUnadistrict.
RashpalSinghandPushpaKumariremem-

beredhow,14yearsago,Nishad losthis right
hand in a fodder-cutting machine. With
Rashpalworkingasamason,ithasbeenalong
journeytothepodium.“Asparents,whenever
werememberthedaywhenNishad’shandgot
intothefodder-cuttingmachineatourhome,
wecry.Today’smedalistherewardforhishard
work.Toseehimholdthe Indianflagandthe
silvermedal at the Tokyo Paralympics has
madeusforgetallthehardships,”anemotional
RashpaltoldTheIndianExpress fromUna.
At Tokyo, Nishad jumped 2.02m in his

first attempt in the medal round before
reaching 2.06m in his third attempt. It was
only bettered by Townsendwith a jump of
2.15mwithWisetiedwithNishadon2.06m.
Withhis fatherowning less thananacre

of farmland in their village,Nishadgrewup
seeinghisfatherdoingmasonryworktosup-
portthefamily.Nishadwassixwhenhisright
handwent into the fodder-cuttingmachine
while helping hismother at home. Hewas
taken to a hospital in nearbyHoshiarpur in
Punjab,but thehandhadtobeamputated.
Twoyearslater,Nishadwouldoptforath-

letics under coach Ramesh at the Saraswati
VidyaMandir,KatoharKhurd,andwouldini-
tiallycompetein200mand400mapartfrom
highjump. “WhenNishadrecovered,hewas
disappointed for some time but watching
sports events on television aroused interest
in sports and he asked coach Ramesh at his
schoolaboutstartingathletics.Heneversaw
himlesserthananybodyandwouldoftentell
hismotherthathewilldobetterthannormal
athletes. He competed in normal categories
early inhiscareer,” remembersRashpal.

Rapid rise
WhileayoungNishadwouldwinahigh

jumpsilvermedalinthesub-juniorcategory
atthe2013NationalSchoolGamesinPatiala,
itwasnotuntill2017thathestartedcompet-
ingintheparacategory.Theathletecameto
Panchkula to train under NaseemAhmad,
coach of Olympic javelin throw champion
Neeraj Chopra, and Vikram Chaudhary. He
would win the silver medal in high jump
with an effort of 1.83mat theNational Para
Athletics Championship at Panchkula the
sameyear. In2019,Nishadwouldemergeas
the champion at theWorld ParaGrandPrix
Championship in Dubai with a jump of
1.92mbefore getting a bronzemedal at the
World Para Championships at Dubai the
sameyearwitha jumpof 2.00m.
“When he came to train, we were im-

pressedbyhisheightandthewayhetookad-
vantage of it. Hehad learnt the basics of the
Fosbury Flop techniqueonTVbutwehad to
work a lot in improving him. He hadmade
jumpsof 1.40-1.55m in the general category
andwemade him spend time on vertical
jumpsonaboardapart fromstanding jumps
near the pit box and the high jump area. It
helpedhimmastertheFosburyFloptechnique
and themedal in the ParaNationals in 2017
gavehimthebelief thathecandomore.Once
his body balance and techniquewas fine-
tuned,wewouldmakehimjump50-60jumps

fourdaysaweekandheshowedimprovement
withmedals atWorldGrandPrix andWorld
Championships,”remembersAhmad.

Support system
Nishad’sgrowingprowessandambition

meanthis familyhad to findmoney to fund
his training. “WhenNishad toldme that he
had to train at Panchkula, I told him not to
worry about expenses. Sometimes, Iwould
travel to nearby villages or to Punjab for
work. Sometimes, Iwouldget dailywork at
Rs 350-400 for 10-15 days permonth and
sometimes for 20-25 days per month.
Whatever we could save, we saved for his
training expenses andwould also ask rela-
tivesforhelpapartfromtakingloanfromthe
villagecooperative society,” saysRashpal.
ThelastoneyearhasseenNishadtraining

inBengaluruunderSatyanarayan,coachofRio
ParalympicsgoldmedallistMariyyapan,and
AhmadbelievesNishadwillonlyimprovefur-
ther.“Hisbiggeststrengthhasbeentheability
todowhathevisualises intrainingaswellas
in competitions. His speed before the jump
wasexcellentandhedidnotlookunderpres-
sure.TowinamedalwithanewAsianrecord
jump speaks of his confidence. He is young
andIamsurehecanachievemoreinthecom-
ingyears,”sharesAhmad.
Atthevillage,PushpaandNishad’ssister

Rama Kumari are waiting for his return.
“Bahuthi sherdilbachhahai. Jabsewoacci-
denthuahai, usnehihamein sambhalahai.
(Heisalion-heartedkid.Sincetheaccident,
he always gaveus support). He loves eating
his favouritemakki ki roti and saag.When
he returns, wewill welcome himwith his
favourite food,” saidPushpa.

NishadKumar inactionat theTokyoParalympicsonSunday. (Below)WithhiscoachNaseemAhmadReuters/Express

SHAHIDJUDGE
MUMBAI,AUGUST29

“YEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSS!”
The single word, often prolonged, was

what Bhavina Patel would shout with a
raisedandright fist to celebrateapoint. Set.
Andmatch.
Asimplecelebrationbymoststandards, it

broke the cacophony of ‘Cho-lay’ being
shouted at the Tokyo Metropolitan
Gymnasium– thevenue for the table tennis
eventattheTokyoParalympics.
‘Cho-lay,’hasitsrootsinChina–acountry

thathasdominatedthesporttosuchanextent
thatforeignplayers(evenIndians)havestarted
usingit.Essentially,cho-laymeans‘good,one
more.’ But Patel’s ownwar-cry, her unique
identity,foundapermanentplaceinthesport’s
Indianhistory.
As threeChinese flagswere raisedduring

themedal ceremony for theClass 4 (wheel-
chair)women’s singles event, therewas an
Indianflagtoo.ThesilverwasPatel's–atesti-
monytoherunexpected,butnotundeserved,
achievement.ItmadeherthefirsteverIndian
(able-bodied or impaired) paddler to have
medalledattheOlympicsorParalympics,also
India'sfirstatthisedition.
TheWorldNo12wasneverexpectedtoget

this far in her first-ever appearance at the
Games,notevengetoutofthegroupstageher
rankingsconsidered.ButshebeatWorldNo9
MeganShackletonofGreatBritainintheround
robin. ThenWorldNo8 JoyceDeOliveira of
Brazil in theRoundof16,SerbianWorldNo2
and defending champion Borislava Peric-
Rankovic in thequarterfinal, and finally2016
Rio silvermedallist andWorldNo 3 Zhang
Miaointhesemi-final.Inthesummitclashshe
fell toWorldNo1YingZhou–alegendinher
ownrightwhowonhersixthParalympicgold

medalinthefinal.
“With this run she’s probably going to go

up to the number six or seven spot,” says
PramodGangrade, general secretary of the
Para Table Tennis Promotion Association
(PTTPA). “Thebig goal nowwill be tokeepat
thatspotandgohigher.Forthatshehastocon-
tinuegoingfortournamentsregularly.”

Differentdemeanouroncourt
But that’s somethingGangrade, a former

para table tennis player himself (he was
strickenwithpolioandhasadisabledleftleg)
isconfidentPatelwillanywaybetargeting.He’s
known the34-year-old since 2010, andhe’s
seenhowherdemeanourchangeswhenshe
entersatournament.
“She’sbeenaveryjovial,fun-lovingfriendly

person,butwhenatournamentstarts,shegoes
intoashell,”heexplains.
“Shewillgotothestadium,playhermatch,

headback toher roomand rest. She’ll come
out to have her food, and head back to the
room. She’ll speak little tonothing topeople,
and she's not really interested in roaming

aroundand sight-seeing. She's there toplay.
Shewants nothing todistract her. The same
thinghappenedinTokyo.”
Now that themedal has been secured

though,Gangrade is remindedofwhathap-
penedthelasttimehehadseenherwinatitle
–atthenationalsinMarch.
“Shewas all quietwhen the tournament

wason.After shewon the final and theprize
distributionwasover,shecametomeandsaid
toplaysomemusicontheloudspeakerssothat
theplayerscoulddance,”hesays.“Itwasquite
an endearing sight – these players in their
wheelchairs dancing to DalerMehndi and
MikaSinghsongs.”
Therewillbecelebrationsnodoubtwhen

shecomesbackto Indiaaswell.But there isa
hope thatgovernmentofficials etalwhowill
holdfelicitationprogramswillbeconsiderate.
Diagnosedwithpoliomyelitiswhenshewas

ayearold,Patelhasbeenplayingthesport for
half her life. It’s amuch-needed release and
methodofexerciseforher,butitdoestakeitstoll.
“Theseplayerssufferfromstiffbackissues

very quickly. If they sit formore than two2
hoursinthewheelchairatastretchitbecomes
verystiffandpainful.Theonlywaytocounter
it is to lie down for a while at intervals,”
Gangradesays.
“Nomatterhowmuchfitnessworkyoudo,

thisproblempersists.ButI’msureshe’llsmile
through everything and sit through all the
functions even if it goes on for eight hours.
Theseplayersaren’tstarvedforfacilities, they
longforrecognition.”
Thecelebrationwillonlylastforamonth-

and-a-half though, asherhusbandNikul ex-
plains.“Wewillcelebratethismedal,butthere
is still more to be achieved. The World
Championshipsarecomingup,thenwe’llhave
theCommonwealthGamesandAsianGames.
Wewill not stop here,” says the former u19
cricketer.

Vol LXXXIXNo.250Regd.No.DL-21046/03-05
R.N.I.No.506/57. PrintedandPublishedbyR.C.Malhotraonbehalf of The IndianExpress (P) LimitedandPrintedatThe IndianExpress (P) LimitedPress,A-8, Sector-7,Noida -201301andDBCorpLtd,DainikBhaskarVillageUnanTola,NearDanapurCantt, ShivylyaRoad,Post

Khagaul, Shahpur, Patna (Bihar) andPublishedatThe IndianExpress (P) Limited,MezzanineFloor, ExpressBuilding,9&10,BahadurShahZafarMarg,NewDelhi110002.Editorial office:The IndianExpress (P) Limited,MezzanineFloor, ExpressBuilding,9&10,BahadurShahZafar
Marg,NewDelhi-110002.Phone:0120-6651500.Advertisingoffice:The IndianExpress (P) Limited,B1/B, Sector-10,Noida-201301.Phone:01206651291.Chairmanof theBoard:ViveckGoenka,Chief Editor:RajKamal Jha, Editor:UnniRajenShanker, Editor (Delhi):RakeshSinha**

**Responsible for selectionofNewsunder thePRBAct.Copyright:The IndianExpress (P) Limited.All rights reserved.Reproduction inanymanner, electronicorotherwise, inwholeor inpart,withoutpriorwrittenpermission isprohibited.The IndianExpress®

Tokyo: Left bed-
riddenforcloseto
10 years after
falling off a cliff,
Indian discus
thrower Vinod
Kumar scripted
an astonishing
taleof resiliencebyclinchingabronze
medal in themen's F52 event but a
protesthasputhiscelebrationsonhold.
The41-year-oldBSFman,whoseArmy
manfatherwasinjuredduringthe1971
Indo-Pakistanwar, produced a best
throwof19.91mtofinishthirdbehind
PiotrKosewicz(20.02m)ofPolandand
VelimirSandor(19.98m)ofCroatia.
However, the result has been chal-
lenged by some other competitors,
whohaveobjectedtohisclassification
intheF52category.Thegroundsofthe
protestarenotclearastheprocesswas
completedonAugust22. PTI

Vinod’s bronze on
hold after protest

Silver pocketed, music and merriment
begin for table tennis star Bhavina

BhavinaPatelafterher finalonSunday.

New equation: Ashwin-Shardul could be better than Ishant-Jadeja
SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
AUGUST29

VIRAT KOHLI dismissed the idea of playing
anextrabatsman.“Idon’tbelieveinthatbal-
ance. Ihaveneverbelieved in thatbalance.”
Acombinationof sixspecialistbatsmen,

abowlingall-rounderandfourbowlershas
beenIndia’s recipeforsuccessoverthepast
coupleof seasons.The Indiacaptainsawno
reasontochangeitevenafteraninningsde-
feat atHeadingley.
The template for the first three Tests in

theongoingserieshadbeenfourfastbowlers
and Ravindra Jadeja as a spin-allrounder.
Given the skipper’s reluctance to change it,
maybeachangeofpersonnelwouldbeben-
eficial.Onthefaceof it,RavichandranAshwin
and Shardul Thakur for Jadeja and Ishant
Sharma could make the team better-bal-
ancedwithout rejigging the template.
In fact, there’s aparadox.Although Jadeja

was the specialist all-rounder in theXI, India
effectively played the first three Testswith
sevenspecialistbatsmen.Conditionsrestricted
the left-arm spinner’s bowlingminutes at
TrentBridgeandLord’s.Anddespitehimsend-
ingdown32oversand taking twowicketsat
Headingley,Jadejahardlymademuchimpact
inagameeventhoughhewasexpectedtobe
alotmoreeffective.Ontheotherhand,theleft-
handeristhefourth-highestscorer(133runs)
in the teamat themoment ahead of Kohli,
AjinkyaRahaneandRishabhPant.
Jadeja’s contributions, however, have

been restricted to important cameos and a
coupleof crucial partnerships.Over the last
twoyears,hisbattingimprovementhasbeen
immense but at No. 7, he is no Ravi Shastri
and maybe only marginally better than
Ashwin.AndasKohlisaidatthepost-match

press conference on Saturday, sometimes
youneedto lookbeyondthenumbers.
Only a few days ago, Ashwin tweeted a

pictureofhimbattingleft-handedatthenets
with a caption: “The desire to ignite some-
thing different every day never burns out.”
It’s amatter of interpretationwhether a sly
digwasaimedatanyone,butsomeonewith
close to2,700Test runsand fivecenturies is
nomugwith the bat. In his last 10 Test in-
nings, Ashwin has scored a hundred under
pressure plus a match-saving 39 not out
against Australia in Sydney last winter. His
sound footworkholdshimingoodstead.
As an off-spinner, he is arguably the

world’sbest. “Theyhave topickAshwin. It’s
very hard forme to digest that the (team’s)
bestspinnerwasoutof theplayingelevenin
the first threeTests.Whoyouwill drop? It’s
uptotheIndianthink-tank.Thebestspinner
shouldbeplaying,”formerIndiacaptainand
ex-selection committee chairman Dilip
Vengsarkar toldThe IndianExpress.
TheSouthamptonTestin2018wasoneof

thelowsinAshwin’scareer.Onaturningpitch,
England’sMoeenAlioutperformedhimwith
a nine-wicketmatch haul compared to the
Indian offie’s three. But over the subsequent
three years, Ashwin’ bowling has become
evenmorewell-rounded,withaddedvariety.
The pink-ball Test in Adelaide inDecember
lastyearwasacaseinpoint,whereinseamer-
friendly conditions, he spun aweb around
SteveSmithandcompany,eventually retun-
ingwithfourwicketsinthefirstinnings.Inthe
World Test Championship (WTC) final also,
hepartiallyopenedthegameforIndiaonthe
finalday,justthathedidn’thaveenoughruns
tobowlwithinthefourthinnings.
ThefourthTestwillbeplayedatTheOval

fromSeptember2.It’savenuethattradition-
ally has the flattest pitches in England. It

brieflybecameAshwin’shomegroundafter
theWTC final, when he joined Surrey for a
short County stint ahead of the Test series.
HeranthroughSomerset’sbattingwith6/27
in15overs,dismantlingthemfor69intheir
secondinnings.AstheAdelaideTestlastyear
andtheWTCfinal twomonthsagoshowed,
Ashwin of the 2021 vintage can rise above
thepitchfactor,forhehasbecomemoreskil-
ful intheair, throughhisflight, loopanddip.

Shardul for Ishant?
India started the series with Shardul as

their fourth seamer and hewould have re-
tained his place but for a hamstring injury.
Ishant played at Lord’s and gave an impact
performance in both innings. After a ma-
raudingwin in the second Test, the teamat
Headingley sort of picked itself. But as it

turnedout,twoconsecutiveTestsat33years
ofagewerealittletoostrenuousfortheDelhi
fast bowler. He was completely bereft of
rhythm.Collectively,thetouristsdidn’tbowl
well at Leeds. “Basically, they (England)
bowled a lot better than us in this game,”
Kohli saidat thepresseronSaturday.
Afit-againShardulshouldautomatically

return to theXI at TheOval. In the first Test,
histwowicketsinanoverinthefirst innings
includedJoeRoot. Inthesecondinningsalso,
histwowicketsneuteredEngland’smiddle-
order charge. Shardul is a swing bowler, a
valuablecommodity inEnglishconditions.
As a lower-order batsman, he is a seri-

ous upgrade on Ishant. Onmany an occa-
sion indomesticcricket,Shardulhasbailed
outMumbaiwith his batting. His 67, and a
123-run partnership with Washington

Sundar inBrisbaneearlier thisyear, turned
the game on its head. Kohli spoke about
partnership batting, how stands of 50-60
runs are more important than personal
milestones. From that perspective, an
Ashwin-Shardul lower-order partnership
inspires more confidence than the Jadeja-
Ishant combine. This also allows the team
management to retain a 4-1 combination.

The Pant puzzle
Inconsistency has been Pant’s biggest

problem. On his day, he is amatch-winner
and his Brisbane heroics confirm that. But
away from home, such impact knocks are
few and far between. India’s middle order
andlower-middleorderhavebeensuffering
fromPant’scurrenttravails.Kohli refusedto
readtoomuchintohis17-plusaverageafter
the first three Tests, protecting the young
‘keeper-batsmanandspeakingaboutassess-
inghisperformanceonlyafter the series.At
the same time, the skipper’s antidote to
tackleEngland’sbowlingwas“concentration
andprecisedecision-making”.
The England bowlers aren’t giving Pant

anyhittingspace.Heistryingtocounterthat
bydancingdownthetracktopacers,whoare
much taller than him. Bounce and away
movementhavemadehimasittingduck.
Vengsarkaropinedthataniffymiddleor-

der needs the cushion of an extra batsman.
“Indiawill have to playwith six (specialist)
batsmen and the sixth should be
Suryakumar Yadav. He is at the peak of his
career and canmatch anybody in this team
as farasbatting is concerned.”
Kohliseesanextrabatsmanasadefensive

optionandonelosswillnotshatterhisbelief.
This,though,putsgreaterpressureonPant.The
youngsterwill be given a long rope, but the
teamtemplatereduceshismarginforerror.

ENGLANDVS INDIA

London: Pacer MarkWood and all-
rounder Chris Woakes were on
Sunday added to the England squad
for the fourth Test against India after
regainingfullfitnesswhileJosButtler
will miss the game as hiswife is ex-
pecting their secondchild.
Woodhadhurthis rightshoulder

while fieldingduringthesecondTest
atLord'swhileWoakeshasrecovered
fromtheheelinjurythatkepthimout
of international cricket since theODI
seriesagainstPakistaninJuly.Woakes
playedadomesticT20gameonFriday
andwillbeawelcomeadditiontothe
squad in the absence of key players
suchasBenStokesand JofraArcher.
While JonnyBairstowwill keep in

Buttler's absence, SamBillings, who
has played 25ODIs and 32 T20s, has
beenbroughtinasthereservewicket-
keeper. "Both of them have come
throughfine.Woodwasbowlingyes-
terdaymorning. Hewill be available
forselectionandWoakeshasplayedso
he becomes available again,"
Silverwood said a day after England's
series-levellingwinoverIndiaatLeeds.
Silverwood was also asked if

Bairstowwasupforthejob?"Yes,Iam
confident that Jonnycandothe job if
asked and yes Jonnywouldwant to
do the job if asked.”
The fourth Test begins on

September2at theOval.Theseries is
tiedat1-1. PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA

Wood, Woakes
return; Buttler out

FormerselectioncommitteechairmanDilipVengsarkarsaidRavichandran
Ashwinshouldbe includedintheplayingXI for the fourthTest.Reuters

Fourgoldmedalsfor
IndiaatAsianjunior
boxingchampionship
NewDelhi: It was gold rush for India
at the Asian Junior Boxing
Championships in Dubai with four
pugilists from the country finishing
on top in the finals held on Sunday.
Rohit Chamoli (48kg), Bharat Joon
(+81kg), Vishu Rathee (girls 48kg),
andTanu(girls52kg)notchedupcon-
trasting victories in their summit
clashes to bag the top prize. While
Chamoli defeated Mongolia's
OtgonbayarTuvshinzayainanintense
final, Joon got the better of
Kazakhstan'sYerdosSharipbek5-0to
finishontop. Inanother final,Gaurav
Saini (70kg) signed off with a silver
medal after losing 0-5 Boltaev
ShavkatjonofUzbekistan.Inthegirls'
competition, Rathee picked up the
gold medal defeating Uzbekistan's
BakhtiyorovaRobiyakhon.

Nagalpullsoutof
DavisCuptie
NewDelhi: IndiantennisplayerSumit
Nagalhaswithdrawnfromthecoun-
try's upcoming away Davis Cup tie
againstFinlandcitingahipinjuryand
hasbeen replacedbySakethMyneni
in the five-man squad for the indoor
contest on September 18-19. Nagal,
whohad lost in the first roundof the
USOpenQualifiers,communicatedto
thenationaltennisfederationAITAon
Saturday that doctors have advised
him not to play on the hard courts.
Non-playingcaptainRohitRajpaland
chairmanoftheselectioncommittee,
Nandan Bal then discussed the re-
placementandagreeduponthename
of Myneni, who last played for India
in 2018 in theWorld Group Play-off
tieagainstSerbia.

Mumbaidefeat
Omanby4wickets
Muscat: Young opener Yashasvi
Jaiswal's stroke-filled 82 and a disci-
plinedshowbythebowlersformedthe
cornerstoneofMumbai'scomfortable
four-wicketwin over hosts Oman in
thefirstone-dayhereonSunday.After
losingtheT20series1-2,Mumbaihave
started the one-day series on a high.
Mumbaifirstbundledoutthehostsfor
196andthencanteredto thetarget in
43.4overs,with Jaiswalbeingthestar
performer.Thesecondone-daywillbe
playedonTuesday.

FormerIOCprez
Roggenomore
JacquesRogge, theOlympicsailorand
orthopedicsurgeonfromBelgiumwho
led the International Olympic
Committee as president for 12 years,
has died. He was 79. The IOC an-
nouncedhisdeathonSundaywithout
givingdetails.Rogge'shealthhadvisi-
bly declined when he attended
Olympic events since his presidency
ended in 2013, after being appointed
IOC’s eighthpresident in 2001. Rogge
representedBelgiuminrugbyandwas
aworldchampioninsailing.
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Greenwood scores, United break away record
REUTERS
AUGUST29

MASON GREENWOOD’S late
winner earned Manchester
United a 1-0 win at wasteful
WolverhamptonWanderers in
the Premier League on Sunday,
breakingtherecordforthelongest
unbeaten away run in English
Football League history in the
process. Greenwood’s lowstrike
was decisive afterWolves had
missedahostofchancesthrough-
out thematch asUnitedmade it
28 unbeaten on the road in the
league, beatingArsenal’s record
set between April 2003 and
September2004.
Thehome side threwevery-

thingatUnitedearlyon,withRaul
JimenezandTrincaogoing close,
but the visitors somehowclung
onuntil halftime,without offer-
ingmuchas an attacking threat.
Wolves continued to the better
sideafterthebreak,withDavidde
Geamakingaremarkabledouble
save tokeepout twoclose range
effortsfromRomainSaiss.
JadonSancho,whohadaquiet

fulldebut,wasreplacedinthesec-
ondhalfasUnitedwentinsearch
ofthewinner,withhome-grown
youngsterGreenwoodnettinghis
thirdinasmanygamestosnatch
allthreepoints.
Wolveswere adamant there

wasafoulfromPaulPogbainthe
build-uptothewinnerbutnoth-
ingwas given, asUnitedmade it
sevenpointsfromninesofarthis
seasontositthirdinthestandings,
whileWolvesstay18thwithouta
pointorgoal.
TottenhamHotspurgoontop,

LeedsearnapointagainstBurnley
Tottenham Hotspur main-

tainedits100percentstarttothe
season with a 1-0 win over
Watford on Sunday thanks to a
first half goal fromSonHeung-
Min. The SouthKorean’s swerv-
ingfreekick,threeminutesbefore
the break, deceived Watford
keeper Daniel Bachmann and
foundthebottom-rightcorner.
Spurs’strikerHarryKane,who

hadbeenthesubjectofalengthy
butunsuccessfultransferbidfrom
Manchester City,made his first
startof theseasonfortheclub.
Tottenhamheads into the in-

ternationalbreakatthetopofthe
tablehavingwonallthreegames
1-0 under newmanager Nuno
Espirito Santo.Watford are 12th
withthreepoints.
In the othermatch, Patrick

Bamford celebratedhis England
call-up with the equaliser on
Sunday as Leeds United came
back for a1-1drawatBurnley in
thePremierLeague.
Leedshas twopoints fromits

openingthreegameswhileSean
Dyche’sBurnleyhadlostitsopen-
ingtwogames.

NostoppingSpurs
Tottenham Hotspur main-

tained their 100per cent start to
thePremierLeagueseasonwitha
1-0winoverWatfordonSunday
thanks toasomewhat fortuitous
first-half goal fromSonHeung-
min.
Sonfiredaswerving freekick

into the box from the left-hand
sidethatdeceivedWatfordkeeper
Daniel Bachmannand found the
bottom-right corner threemin-
utesbeforethebreak.
ItwastheSouthKorean's72nd

goalonhis200thPremierLeague
appearance for the club, helping
them tomaintain their 100per
cent recordundernewmanager
Nuno Espirito Santo and lifting
themtothetopofthetablewitha
perfect nine points after three
games. Tottenhamhead into the
international breakhavingwon
all three 1-0,whileWatford are
12thwiththreepoints,andSpurs
fanswillbedelightedathowwell
theirteamhasperformeddespite
the turbulence around striker
HarryKane.
England international Kane

has dominated the headlines in
recentweekswith a lengthybut
unsuccessful transfer bid from
ManchesterCity, andTottenham
fanssang insupportofhimashe
madehis first start of the season
fortheclub.
Kane couldhave foundhim-

selfamongthegoalsbutfluffeda
great chancewhen he failed to
connectwith a cross fromLucas
Moura,andmomentslaterhehad
a well-struck volley saved by
DanielBachmann.
ForallthetalkofSpurs'attack,

itistheirmiserlydefencethathas
beenkeytotheirgoodstarttothe
seasonandtheyrestrictednewly-

promotedWatfordtotwoefforts
ontargetoverthe90minutes.
Espirito Santowasdelighted

withhissidebutsaidthatSonstill
had room for improvement, de-
spite getting thewinning goals
against Manchester City and
Watford.
"Sonny is fantastic but I still

thinkhehasa longwaytogo.He
will improvehisnumbersalong-
side the team. He is a fantastic
teamplayer, thewayheworks. I
amhappy for him, but the chal-
lenge is topush further," the47-
year-old coach told broadcaster
BEINSports.
"Theplayersworkedhard for

thatwin. Inordertoachievecon-
sistency, itwill taketime. Itwasa
difficult game, but really good
movement in the second half.
Therewerechancesthatwehave
to be more clinical with," he
added. After the international
breakTottenhamfacethreetough
London derbies against Crystal
Palace,ChelseaandNorthLondon
rivals Arsenal, but for now they
will bask in their position at the
topof thetable.
"Ithinkthey(ourfans)should

go home proud as the boys
workedhard for them," Espirito
Santosaid.

MasonGreenwoodafterscoringthe latewinner. Reuters

Intheothermatch,PatrickBamfordcelebrated
hisEnglandcall-upwiththeequaliseronSunday
asLeedsUnitedcamebackfora1-1drawat
Burnley inthePremierLeague.
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