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DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,AUGUST26

IT WON the match decisively,
but long after the last ball was
bowled,asillypoint is threaten-
ing to trip a cricket team froma
village in Jaisalmer. While its
scorewasbeinguploadedonan
app, it was discovered that an
autocorrect had changed the
name of the team from Talib
Cricket Club to Taliban Cricket
Club. Inthefourdayssince,with

pressurefromright-wingoutfits
accusing the team of being "in-
spired by the Taliban ideology",
Talib Cricket Club has been
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Asprotestersseekaction,
policesaynofoulplay,only
anautocorrect. Express

Talib as Taliban: a slip
grounds cricket team

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
SINCE 1932

Airlift inchaos;
Indiacondemns
attack, saysstand
against terror,
its sanctuaries

SAYEDZIARMALHASHEMI,
LOLITACBALDOR
&JOSEPHKRAUSS
KABUL,AUGUST26

AT LEAST 12 US service mem-
bers -- 11Marines and a Navy
medic -- were among several
killedThursdayaftertwosuicide
bombers and gunmen attacked
crowds of Afghans flocking to
Kabul’s airport, transforming a
sceneofdesperation intooneof
horror in thewaning days of an
airlift for those fleeing the
Taliban takeover.
Russian officials and aid

workers said at least 13 people
were killed and dozens
wounded.
One of the bombers struck

people standing knee-deep in a
wastewater canal under the
swelteringsun,throwingbodies
into the fetidwater. Thosewho
moments earlier had hoped to
get on flights out could be seen
carryingthewoundedtoambu-
lances in a daze, their own
clothesdarkenedwithblood.
AUSofficialsaidthecomplex

attackwasbelievedtohavebeen
carried out by the Islamic State
group. The IS affiliate in
Afghanistan – Islamic State
(Khorasan) -- is farmore radical
than the Taliban, who recently
took control of the country in a
lightning blitz and condemned
theattack.
Westernofficialshadwarned

of amajor attack, urgingpeople
to leave theairport, but that ad-
vice went largely unheeded by
Afghansdesperatetoescapethe
countryinthelastfewdaysofan
American-ledevacuationbefore
theUSofficiallyendsits20-year
presenceonAugust31.
Russia’s Foreign Ministry

gave the first official casualty
count, but the numbers
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KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI, AUGUST26

INDIA ON Thursday completed
administering at least one dose
oftheCovid-19vaccinetohalf its
eligible adult population, as it
crossed 61.10 crore cumulative
vaccinationsacrossthecountry.
Accordingtothegovernment,

basedontheprojectedmid-year
countfor2020,thetotalpopula-
tionofthecountryaged18years
and above is approximately 94
crore. On Thursday, India com-
pletedadministering47.29crore
first doses—which is 50.30 per
centof thisprojectedadultpop-
ulation.
Dailyvaccinationshavesofar

averaged 52.16 lakh doses in
August, compared to43.41 lakh
dosesadministered in July.
According to the Health

Ministry,50percentof thepop-
ulation above the age of 18 has

received the first dose, and 15
per cent is fully vaccinated.
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Anti-conversion
law: HC says no,
Gujarat argues
fighting jihadis

ENS&PTI
AHMEDABAD,AUGUST26

HOURSAFTER theGujaratHigh
Court turned down the state
government's plea seeking rec-
tification of its recent order in
which it stayed Section 5 of the
amended anti-conversion law,
Pradipsinh Jadeja, state home
and law minister, said on
Thursday that the "anti-love ji-
had law” was brought in “as a
weapon to destroy the jihadi
forcesthatabuseourdaughters".
He said the state government
wouldchallengetheHCorderin
theSupremeCourt.
Section5statesthatreligious

priestsmust take prior permis-
sionfromthedistrictmagistrate
for converting any person.
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JAYMAZOOMDAAR
NEWDELHI, AUGUST26

EIGHTYEARSafter the Supreme
Court imposedamoratoriumon
clearinghydro-electricprojectsin
Uttarakhand following a flash
flood that killedover 5,000peo-
ple in June2013, theUnionmin-
istriesofEnvironment,Powerand
JalShaktihavereachedaconsen-
sus on allowing construction of
sevenhydelprojectsontheGanga
anditstributariesinthestate.
Theconsensuswasconveyed

inaconsolidatedaffidavitplaced
intheSupremeCourtonAugust
17bytheEnvironmentMinistry.
On the list is NTPC’s 4x130

MWTapovanVishnugadproject
which was ravaged by a flash
flood in the Dhauli Ganga river
in Chamoli district in February
thisyear.Theothersarethe1000
MW Tehri Stage II, 444 MW
Vishnugad Pipalkote, 99 MW
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Oneof thepeople injured inthetwoblastsoutsideKabul internationalairportonThursdaybeingbrought tohospital. TheNewYorkTimes

Despite SC freeze, 7
Uttarakhand projects
get ok, 1 flash-flood hit

SHUBHAJITROY
&MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, AUGUST26

THEGOVERNMENTisadoptinga
“wait-and-watch” approach in
dealingwiththeTaliban,depend-
ing on the evolving situation,
External AffairsMinister S Jaish-
ankarislearnttohavesaidonThu-
rsdaywhilebriefingall-partylea-
dersontheAfghanistansituation.
Describing the situation as

“critical”, he said the govern-
mentiscommittedto“fullevac-
uation”of Indians.
TheCongressislearnttohave

questioned the government on

itsstrategyvis-a-vistheTaliban,
askingwhetheritwouldengage
with the Taliban. Sources in the
Congresssaidthegovernment’s
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Waiting, watching, says
Govt as Opp seeks clarity
on its Taliban strategy

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST26

THE GOVERNMENT Thursday
saidthedeportationofawoman
member of Afghan parliament
fromNewDelhi’s IndiraGandhi
InternationalAirport onAugust
20 — it was reported by
The Indian Express—was an in-
advertenterror.
ItalsoreachedouttoRangina

Kargar, member of theWolesi
Jirga representing the Faryab
province, and “apologised” for
whathadhappened.Itaskedher
toapply foranemergencyvisa.
Theissuewasraisedatanall-

partymeeting convened by the
government to brief leaders on
thesituation inAfghanistan.
The Indian Express reported

Thursday that Kargar arrived at
the IGI Airport early August 20
from Istanbul on a Fly Dubai
flight. Although shewas carry-
ingadiplomatic/officialpassport
whichfacilitatesvisa-freetravel

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Afghan MP deportation
an error, says Govt, offers
her an emergency visa

After themeeting inDelhi
Thursday. TashiTobgyal

Express
reportedthe
Aug20
deportation
ofKargar
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COUNTRIES STOP
EVACUATIONSAMID
RISING THREATS

DISPLACED FAMILIES
SEEK FOODAND
SHELTER IN KABUL
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GIVEN THEGREEN
SIGNAL
■TehriStage II
■TapovanVishnugad
■VishnugadPipalkote
■SingoliBhatwari
■PhataBuyong
■Madmaheshwar
■Kaliganga-I

Tapovanpower
project inChamoli. File

50PERCENTsingledose
coverageof theadult
populationhassignifi-
cantpublichealthimpli-
cations:itmeansasignif-
icantpercentageof the
populationhasacertain
levelofprotectionagainst
theinfection.TheHealth
Ministryhasaskedstates
tofocusonenhancing
seconddosecoverage.

Significant
protection
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TWOSUICIDEBOMBERSTARGETAIRPORTGATE

12US troops among those killed in blasts near
Kabul airport; Talibanwitness, ISIS-K suspect

Vaccine milestone
reached: 50% have
got at least one dose

New Delhi
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Rane’sarrest,National
MonetisationPipeline,
andpostOnamsurge
In today’sepisode,wetalkaboutUnion
MinisterNarayanRane’s remarkthat ledto
hisarrest,howthegovernmentplans to
monetizebrownfieldassets, andCovid-19
surge inKeralapostOnam
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PROTOCOLVIOLATIONS
Kerala&Covid-19-Part4:Inthefourthpartoftheseries,alookatthepolice‘excesses’onthestreetsofthe
statethathaveprovokedunprecedentedangeramongthepublic
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First Covid shot
Official data show 99 per

centofhealthcareworkershave
received their first shot, and 83
percentarefullyvaccinated.All
frontlineworkershavereceived
their first shot, and 79 per cent
are fullyvaccinated.
While single-dose vaccina-

tion cover iswell above the na-
tional average in smaller states
like Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim,
and Goa, the four big states —
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Maharashtra, andWest Bengal
—areyet to achieve50per cent

singledosevaccinationcover
ICMR Director General Dr

Balram Bhargava underlined
againonThursdaythatvaccines
do not prevent the disease but
reduceitsseverityandhospital-
isation — and that wearing
masks should continue to re-
main thepriority.
Onlyfullyvaccinatedpeople

shouldattendsocialgatherings,
Dr Bhargava said. “The second
wave is still on in India. In some
states, an upsurge is being ob-
servedinafewdistricts.Wehave
41 districtswith aweekly posi-
tivity rateof 10percent;and27
districts with aweekly positiv-
ity rate between5per cent and
10percent.Thepopulationden-
sity is causing the spread —
whereverCovid-19appropriate
is not being observed, we are
seeingasurgeof cases,”hesaid.
“We know that these vac-

cinesaredisease-modifyingvac-
cines; theyarenotdisease-pre-
ventingvaccines.Therefore, it is
very important to continue to
usethemaskevenaftervaccina-
tion of one or two doses.
Vaccines reduce disease sever-
ity,reducethepossibilityofhos-
pitalisation,andalsoavoiddeath
to tune of 98-99 per cent.Mass
gatherings have to be discour-

aged;andifattendingorgather-
ing is critical, full vaccination
should be the prerequisite,” Dr
Bhargavasaid.
Union Health Secretary

Rajesh Bhushan,while flagging
the passing of themilestone 50
percentsingle-dosevaccination
coveronThursday,alsosaidthat
thesecondwavewasstillon,and
thatstrictadherencetoCovid-19
norms in the next twomonths,
whenmajor festivalswillbecel-
ebrated,wouldbecrucialincon-
tainingapossiblenewsurge.
Indialauncheditsvaccination

drive on January 16, prioritising
healthcareandfrontlineworkers.
AsofThursday,1.03crorehealth-
careworkers had received their
first dose, and 82 lakh had re-
ceivedboththeirdoses.
A total 1.8 crore frontline

workers had received their first
dose;1.28croretheseconddose
aswell.
WithKeralacontinuingtore-

port a surge, contributingmore
than 50 per cent of active cases
in the country, the Centre on
Thursday said the statewas the
only one in the country with
more than1 lakhactivecases.

Taliban strategy
responsewas“wishy-washy”.
Responding to a similar

questionwhile speaking to re-
porters after the meeting,
Jaishankar said: "Let the situa-
tionsettle...Youwillhavetokeep
patience on the question of our
futurepolicy".
"Our immediate concern

and task is evacuation and long
terminterestisfriendshipforthe

Afghanpeople,”he tweeted.
According to data shared by

the government, 565 people
havebeenevacuatedsofar:175
embassy personnel, 263 other
Indiannationals,112Afghanna-
tionals including Hindus and
Sikhs, and 15 third country na-
tionals.
Sources said Leader of

Opposition in Rajya Sabha
MallikarjunKhargeaskedif any
Indianswould still be stranded
in Afghanistan after August 31,
and what was the strategy to
evacuate them. Asked how
many Indians still remain in
Afghanistan, the government
said it did not have a specific
number, sources said.
Atthemeeting,whichlasted

for about three-and-a half-
hours, theCongressquestioned
the government's "wait-and-
watch approach" and "relative
silence"onthenewregime,and
also expressed concern about
NewDelhi’smarginalisation in
the Afghan talks and isolation
from traditional allies in the re-
gion.
Citing Pakistan's support to

the Taliban, many Opposition
leaders expressed concern
abouttheimpactonregionalse-
curity, and asked the govern-
menttotakestrongcounter-ter-
rorismmeasures and shore up
defences in Jammu and
Kashmir.
TheCongress, inthiscontext,

demandedrestorationofthepo-
litical process as also full state-
hood for J&K.
Almost all the leaders,

sources said, asked the govern-

ment to ensure the evacuation
ofall Indiansandsupport,finan-
ciallyandotherwise,Afghanstu-
dents in India. Many asked the
government toexplain itsevac-
uationstrategypost-August31.
The Congress was repre-

sented by Kharge, Deputy
Leader Anand Sharma and
Congress Leader in Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury. NCP
leaderSharadPawar,DMK'sTR
Baalu, formerprimeministerH
DDeve Gowda, BJD's Prasanna
Acharya and Trinamool
CongressMP Saugata Roywere
amongtheotherspresent.

INPUTS:LIZMATHEW

Kabul blasts
continued to grow. Emergency,
an Italian charity that operates
hospitals in Afghanistan, said it
had received 60 patients
wounded in the airport attack,
inadditionto10whoweredead
whentheyarrived.
“Surgeons will be working

into the night,” said Marco
Puntin, thecharity’smanager in
Afghanistan.Thewoundedover-
flowed the triage zone into the
physiotherapy area andmore
bedswerebeingadded,hesaid.
Pentagon spokesman John

Kirby also confirmed the blasts
andsaidtherewerecasualties,in-
cluding amongmembers of the
military, but gave no figure. He
said one explosionwas near an
airportentranceandanotherwas
ashortdistanceawaybyahotel.
One official, who spoke on

condition of anonymity to dis-
cussongoingmilitaryoperations,
saidseveralMarineswerekilled.
(ENS adds fromNewDelhi:

TheMinistryofExternalAffairs,
in a statement, said: “India
strongly condemns the bomb
blastsinKabultoday.Weextend
ourheartfeltcondolencestothe
familiesofthevictimsofthister-
rorist attack. Our thoughts and
prayers also go out to the in-
jured. Today’s attacks reinforce
the need for theworld to stand
unitedly against terrorism and
all thosewhoprovidesanctuar-
ies to terrorists.”)
American officials have said

thatinformationisstillcomingin
andtheyaretryingtodetermine
exactnumbersof casualties.
Even as the area was hit,

evacuation flights continued to
takeoff fromKabulairport.
Adam Khan was waiting

nearbywhenhesawthefirstex-
plosionoutsidewhat’sknownas
the Abbey gate. He said several
people appeared to have been
killed or wounded, including
somewhoweremaimed.
The second blast was at or

near BaronHotel, wheremany
people,includingAfghans,Britons
and Americans, were told to
gatherinrecentdaysbeforehead-
ingtotheairportforevacuation.
A formerRoyalMarine,who

runs an animal shelter in
Afghanistan,saysheandhisstaff
werecaughtupintheaftermath
of theblastnear theairport.
“All of a sudden we heard

gunshots and our vehicle was
targeted, had our driver not
turned around hewould have
been shot in the headby aman
with an AK-47,” Paul “Pen”
Farthing told Britain’s Press
Associationnewsagency.
Farthing is trying to get staff

of his Nowzad charity out of
Afghanistan, along with the
group’s rescuedanimals.
Already,somecountrieshave

endedtheirevacuationsandbe-
gun towithdraw their soldiers
anddiplomats,signallingthebe-
ginningof theendof oneof his-
tory’s largestairlifts.TheTaliban
haveinsistedforeigntroopsmust
beoutbyAmerica’sself-imposed
deadlineofAugust31—andthe
evacuationsmustendthen, too.
InWashington,USPresident

Joe Biden spent much of the
morning in the secureWhite
HouseSituationRoomwherehe
was briefed on the explosions
andconferredwithhisnational
securityteamandcommanders
on theground inKabul. — AP

Afghan MP
underareciprocalarrangement
withIndia,shewassentbackby
the same airline to Istanbul via
Dubai after beingmade towait
at theairport.
Sources said Congress lead-

ersMallikarjun Kharge, Anand
Sharma and Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury raised the issue at
theall-partymeeting.
“WhydidtheMEAtakesuch

a measure against a veteran
politicianfromAfghanistanwho
frequently travels to India and
holds a diplomatic passport?”
the leaders asked External
AffairsMinisterS Jaishankar.
Sourcessaidthegovernment

side replied that itwasanunin-
tendedmistake because there
was “panic” after reports that
some passports with Indian
visas had been taken away by
the Taliban. An alert too had
beensounded.
Kharge later told reporters:

“Weraisedtheissueofdeporta-
tion of the woman MP. He
(Jaishankar) said it was amis-
take and such an incident will
nothappeninfuture.They(gov-
ernment) regretted it.”
The government also

reachedout toKargar. “JP Singh
(Joint Secretary in-charge of
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran
in the MEA) spoke to me. He
apologised for what had hap-
penedandaskedmetoapplyfor
an e-emergency visa. I asked
him if theofficial passport is no
longer valid, but he did not an-
swer. ItoldhimIhadtriedforan
e-visa for my daughter on
(August)19buttherewasnore-
sponse to the application,”
Kargar toldThe IndianExpress.
Shesaidshewaited16hours

attheDelhiairportonAugust20,
from6 am to 10pm, before she
was put on a flight back to
IstanbulviaDubai.
Aheadof theall-partymeet-

ing, Congress MP Manish
Tewari, while tweeting The
Indian Express report, said he
hoped that the External Affairs
Minister would explain at the
meeting why the Afghan MP
was deported despite having
valid travel documents. “When
we need to be seen standing
withthewomenofAfghanistan
we seemtobe standing against
them. SAD,” he posted on
Twitter.
Kargar had a doctor’s ap-

pointmentataSouthDelhihos-
pital on the day of her arrival,
and had an August 22 return
ticketforIstanbul.Shewastrav-
elling alonewhile her husband
Fahimandfourchildrenwerein
Istanbul.
FahimKargar is chief of staff

intheWolesi Jirga,andthefam-
ilyarrived in Istanbulat theend
of July. A Turkmen born in
Mazar-e-Sharif in 1985, she is
not affiliated to any political
party anddescribes herself as a
women’s rightsactivist.

7 hydel projects
Singoli Bhatwari, 76MWPhata
Buyong, 15 MW
Madmaheshwar and 4.5 MW
Kaliganga-II.
If accepted by the Supreme

Court,thismaypavethewayfor
several other hydel projects in
the state because these seven
projects “form part of 26 proj-
ectsrecommended…forimple-
mentation, duly incorporating
certain improvements/sugges-
tions”bythelatestexpertcom-
mitteeconstitutedinthecaseby
theEnvironmentministry.
Ever since the Supreme

Court moratorium in August
2013,theEnvironmentministry
hasformedseveralexpertspan-
els and switched its position
from accepting the first expert
committee’sreportthatblamed
damsforexacerbating the2013
disastertobackingthelatestex-
pert committee’s conclusion
that 26 hydel projects could go
aheadwithcertaindesignmod-
ifications.
This is the chequered time-

line:
■2009:Uttarakhanddrafted

itsVision2020statementonthe
themeof ‘PahadKaPani, Pahad
Ki Jawani’.

■2012:Areport byWildlife
Instituteof India (WII) opposed
24proposeddams to safeguard
the Alaknanda and Bhagirathi
basins. Another by IIT-Roorkee
said a string of measures could
reduce the impact.

■ 2013: Taking suo motu
cognizance of the Kedarnath
disaster and its impact down-
stream, the SC stopped clear-
anceofhydelprojects,andasked
the Environment ministry to
formanExpert Body (EB) to as-
sess the role of “mushrooming
of hydropower projects” in es-
calating the impact of the flash
floods.

■ 2014: In April, the EB, led
by environmentalist Ravi
Chopra, submitted its report,
whichagreedwiththeWII’srec-
ommendation.
In December, the

Environmentministry’saffidavit
accepted EB’s findings that hy-
delprojectsexacerbatedthedis-
asterbothdirectly(byblockage)
and indirectly (by ecological
damage).
The SC lifted the statewide

ban,puttingonholdonlythe24
projects in question until poli-
cies finalised.
Six hydel developers joined

thecase,pleadingthattheirpro-
posedprojectsbeallowed togo
ahead since they already had
clearances. The SC directed the
ministrytosetupanothercom-
mitteetoconsiderthesesixproj-
ects.

■ 2015: In February, a four-
member committee, under
Vinod Tare of IIT-Kanpur, ac-
knowledgedthatthesixprojects
had necessary clearances, but
warnedthattheproposeddams
could have a serious impact on
the region’s ecology. The
Environmentministry,however,
presentedbefore thecourtonly
thefactthatthesixprojectshad
all clearances.
Followingmediareports,the

SC asked for the entire report.
Unfazed, theministry decided,
inMay2015,toformyetanother
committee, under the chair-
manshipofBPDas,who,asvice-
chairman of theministry’s ex-
pert appraisal committee, had
earlierclearedthreeof thesesix
projects.
InOctober2015,theministry

toldtheSCthattheDascommit-
tee recommended all six proj-
ects,butitwouldstillconsultthe
other stakeholder ministries.
The fateof thesesixprojects re-
mainundecided.

■ 2016: In January, the
Environmentproposedapolicy
decision — based on a 1916
agreement between Madan
MohanMalviyaandthecolonial
government— to allowanyhy-
del project that releases at least
1,000 cusecs of water into the
Ganga.
UmaBharti,thenministerfor

GangaRejuvenation,objectedto
this submissionmadewithout
reachingapolicyconsensus.The
SC asked theministries to file
their own affidavits. In May
2016,thePowerministrybacked
the Environment but the Jal
Shaktiministryopposed it.

■ 2017: In November,
Uttarakhand underlined the
criticality of hydropower for its
socio-economicdevelopment.

■2018:InJanuary,thePower
ministry supported
Uttarakhand’s stand.

■2019: InJanuary, JalShakti
ministry agreed to back seven
projects “which alreadymade
substantialprogressandsizable
investment”withthecaveatthat
nomore hydel projects should
beallowedintheGangabasinin
Uttarakhand.
In February, a meeting in

PMO recommended a perma-
nentbanonnewhydro-electric
projects in the Ganga basin in
Uttarakhand, seeking to stop
work on projects where con-

struction had not reached the
halfwaymark, andcompensate
thestate.

■2020: InMarch,Das com-
mittee filed the final report. In
August,Uttarakhandsought“re-
commencementofhydropower
development”.

■ 2021: In February, a flash
flood hit two hydel projects in
Chamoli. InAugust, thegovern-
mentbackedsevenprojects, in-
cluding the one damaged in
February.

Gujarat minister
The person who gets con-

vertedalsoneedsto"sendanin-
timation" to the districtmagis-
trateinaprescribedform.Jadeja
said Section 5 forms the "core”
of theanti-conversion law.
“Wearemoving aheadwith

firm determination to protect
womenofallreligions, including
Hindus.Withfirmwillpower,we
haveraisedtheweaponoflawon
lovejihadtofightjihadielements
abusinggirls.TheGujaratgovern-
ment has brought the Gujarat
Freedom of Religion (Amend-
ment)Actwith thenoble inten-
tionof checkingfraudulentmar-
riages and betrayal of women
done by assuming fake Hindu
identity, symbols and allure-
ments,”Jadejasaidinastatement.
He said the anti-conversion

lawwas "not a political agenda,
but a conscientious attempt by
thestategovernmenttocreatea
system to protect girls". He said
some opponents had “wrongly
interpreted” it andmoved the
HC.
On August 19, a Division

Bench of Chief Justice Vikram
NathandJusticeBirenVaishnav
stayedSection5andsevenother
sections,mostlyrelatedtointer-
faithmarriages,pendingfurther
hearing. These "shall not oper-
atemerely because amarriage
issolemnisedbyapersonofone
religionwithapersonofanother
religionwithout force or by al-
lurement or by fraudulent
meansandsuchmarriagescan-
not be termed asmarriages for
the purposes of unlawful con-
version," it said.
The Gujarat Freedom of

Religion (Amendment) Act,
2021wasnotifiedbytheBJP-led
stategovernmenton June15.

Talib as Taliban
suspended from the tourna-
ment, where it registered its
win,andcallsarebeingmadefor
actionagainst itsmembers.
The tournament --Marhum

AdhyakshAlladinSmritiCricket
Pratiyogita -- in Jaisalmer’s
Jesuranavillage,washeldinthe
memoryof a late socialworker,
andhad25teamsparticipating.
OnAugust22,TalibCricketClub
beatDablaXIby5wickets.
Says captain Kamaal Khan,

23, “Eachyear, a teamfromour
village Choudhriya takes part
in the tournament. At first our
teamwascalledChoudhriya11,
butwedecidedtonameitafter
Talib Khan, a relative of mine
who passed away some years
ago. While entering the name
in thecricket scoringapp,Talib
gotchangedduetoautocorrect
to Taliban. We didn’t notice it.
It was only discovered when
the Man of the Match award
was being presented."
As videos of the scorecard

spread over socialmedia, Khan
says hewas summoned to the
police station. "I told them
everythingandalsotenderedan
apology,” says Khan, who also
expressed regret over his re-
marksonsocialmedia.
The district police con-

firmed to The Indian Express
that itwasan inadvertentmis-
take. Sub-Inspector Jagdish
Prasadof Sadar JaisalmerPolice
Station said, "People are
protestingagainst itbut theen-
tirecontroversy tookplacedue
to a typing mistake. The tour-
namenthasplayersandorgan-
isers of all communities."
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³fe»ff¸fe ¶fû»fe Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff-11
Sfª¹f ¸fZÔ dÀ±f°f Afªfed½fI f d¸fVf³f IZ °fW°f Àfa¨ffd»f°f ªf»ffVf¹fûÔ ÀfZ d³fI f»fe ¦fBÊ ¸fLd»f¹fûÔ IZ Ii ¹f IZ
d»fE ½f¿fÊ 2021 ÀfZ 31.03.2024 °fI ÀMZªfZªf ¶fPÞû°fSe IZ °fW°f NZIZ ´fS QZ³fZ WZ°fb ³fe»ff¸fe ¶fû»fe Af¸fadÂf°f
I e ªff°fe W`Ü C¢°f ³fe»ff¸fe ¶fû»fe ´fi´fÂf dQ³ffaI 07.09.2021 I û Qû´fWS 1:00 ¶fªfZ °fI d½fIi ¹f I e
ªffI S 2.00 ¶fªfZ °fI ªf¸ff I e ªff¹fZ¦fe °f±ff CÀfe dQ³ffaI I û Qû´fWS 2.30 ¶fªfZ C´fdÀ±f°f ¶fû»feQf°ffAûÔ
¹ff C³fIZ ´fid°fd³fd²f¹fûÔ IZ Àf¸fÃf £fû»fe ªff¹fZ¦feÜ ³fe»ff¸fe ¶fû»fe ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f d½fÀ°fÈ°f Àfc¨f³ff E½fa Vf°fZÊ ¸f°À¹f
d½f·ff¦f I e ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM www.fisheries.rajasthan.gov.in E½fa Af¹fb¢°f, Àfc¨f³ff E½fa ªf³fÀf¸´fIÊ
d½f·ff¦f, Sfªf. ªf¹f´fbS I e ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM www.diprrajasthan.gov.in ´fS A±f½ff I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ Àf¸´fIÊ
I S QZ£fe ªff ÀfI °fe W`Ü
³fe»ff¸fe ¶fû»fe ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f Àf·fe Ad²fIYfSX d³fQZVfIY ¸f°À¹f SXfªf. ªf¹f´fbSX IZY ´ffÀf ÀfbSXdÃf°f SXWZÔX¦fZÜ

WXÀ°ff./-
DIPR/c/8353/2021 d³fQZVfIY

Deputy General Manager, Rajasthan House,
7, Prithviraj Road, New Delhi.

F-36/TNDER/RH/2021/151 Date: 18.08.2021
Bid for Providing and Supplying Kirana items On Yearly Rate Contract at 7, Prithviraj
Road, Rajasthan House, New Delhi are invited from interested bidders. The bid will
open from 18.08.2021 at 04.00 P.M. till 28.08.2021 at 04.30 P.M. The tender value
is Rs. 70,00,000.00 and other Particulars of the bids may be visited on the
procurement portal (https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in and
http://eproc.rajathan.gov.in) of the State.
NIB: GAD2122A0014
UBN: GAD2122GLRC00016

Sd/-
Deputy General Manager,

DIPR/C/8436/2021 Rajasthan House, New Delhi

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE
Office of the Executive Engineer, Dasarahalli Division,

Hesaraghatta Main Road, Bengaluru - 560073
No.: BBMP/EE/DD/Ten/10/2021-22 Date: 25.08.2021
INVITATION FOR TENDERS (IFT)

The Executive Engineer, Dasarahalli Division invites tenders
for the construtction of works detailed in the table below. The
tenderers may submit tenders for works given in the table
through e-procurement portal of the Government of Karnataka.

(Short Term Tender) Two Tender Document System
(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only) - KW-3

Calendar of events: (1) The tender document may be
downloaded from the e-procurement portal of the Government
of Karnatka from 27.08.2021. (2) Pre bid for 2 cover tender
meeting will be held on 31.08.2021 at 11:00 a.m. in the Office
of the Chief Engineer, Dasarahalli Zone, BBMP. (3) Tender
must be submitted online through e-procurement portal on or
before 4:00 p.m. on 06.09.2021 and the opening of tenders wil
be as per the e-procurement portal guidelines. (4) Technical
bids will be opened on the website https://eproc.karnataka.
gov.in in the office of the Executive Engineer, Dasarahalli
Division, BBMP on 07.09.2021 @ 4:30 p.m. (5) Financial bids
will be opened on the website https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in
in the office of the Executive Engineer, Dasarahalli Division,
BBMP on 08.09.2021 @ 4:30 p.m. Further details may be
obtained from the above office during office hours or website
https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in

Sl.
No. Name of the Work

Estimate
Amount

(Rs. in Lakhs)

1 Improvements to park at GKW Layout in
Ward No. 70 100.00

EMD Amount (in Rs.): Instead of EMD the tenderer must
submit the Declaration as per the Government Order No.
DE/675 ªÉZÀÑ-12/2020, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 22.12.2020.

Sd/-, Executive Engineer, Dasarahalli Division, BBMP

The Brihanmumbai Electric
Supply & Transport Undertaking

(Of The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation) BESTBEST

GENERAL MANAGERPRO/AAM(M)/57/2021

Note : Formore details, log on towebsitehttps://mahatenders.gov.in.

TENDER NOTICE

(1) 70854.
E-tender is re-invited for the supply of following item.

CORRECTION

ON26.08.21,PAGE11

In the article, ‘SlippingonPalm
Oil’, Indonesia’s rainforest loss
in 2020 was mentioned as
1,15,495millionhectaresof for-
est cover. It should be 1,15,495
hectaresof forest cover. Thear-
ticle further mentions that
“from 2002-18, Indonesia lost
91,54,000millionhectaresof its
primary forest cover”. This
shouldbe91,54,000hectares.
Theerror is regretted.

New Delhi
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AFTERCOMINGunderfireforre-
movingworks by twoDalit au-
thors and a short story by
renowned writer Mahasweta
Devi from the English syllabus,
Delhi University Registrar Vikas
GuptaThursdaysaidthecriticism
was“misplacedandunfounded”,
andthatthesyllabuswas“inclu-
sive” in nature. In a statement,
Gupta also said literary texts be-
ing taughtaspartof thesyllabus
should not have content that
"hurtthesentimentsofanyindi-
vidual"andthattheyshould"por-
trayatruepictureofoursociety".
DU’s Oversight Committee

(OC) had removed two Dalit
feminist authors — Bama and
Sukhirtharini — from the
Women's Writing course and
also did awaywithMahasweta
Devi's 'Draupadi', about a tribal
womanwhoisgangrapedbypo-
licemenafterbeingpickedupon
suspicionofbeingaNaxal. Inan
AcademicCouncilmeetingheld

Tuesday, 15 ACmembers sub-
mittedadissentnoteagainstthe
OC,allegingundueinterference.
“Thisisfortheinformationof

allconcernedthattheUniversity
ofDelhihasacceptedtherecom-
mendations of the Oversight
Committeewith respect to the
syllabus of BA (Hons) English
course for Semester V. Some is-
sues highlighted by a section of
themedia regarding the con-
tent of the syllabus are mis-
placed and unfounded as the

syllabus... has been passed
through a democratic process
withtheinvolvementofallrele-
vantstakeholdersandnecessary
deliberations at appropriate fo-
rums,”Guptasaidinastatement.
On why ‘Draupadi’ was re-

moved,Guptasaid, “Just see the
kind of language that is used in
it. We have some culture and
ethics. (In the story) Indianmil-
itary is shown in a very poor
light. Students should not hate
thembasedonsuchstories.”
Healsosaid“thefinalcontent

of the syllabus" had been de-
signed by the Department of
English, andthat itwasdoneaf-
ter “deliberations and recom-
mendationsof theHoD”.
Responding toGupta’s state-

ment,DUTA treasurerAbhaDev
Habibsaiditwas“ampleevidence
of the fact that theuniversityad-
ministrationiscomplicitinuneth-
icalandunacademicchoppingof
authors like Mahasweta Devi
fromBA(H)Englishsyllabus”.

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, AUGUST26

FORMER CONGRESS councillor
IshratJahan,accusedinanUAPA
case in connection with the
NortheastDelhi riots, toldaspe-
cialcourtthroughherlawyerthat
the prosecution was deriving
“sadistic pleasure” in increasing
thedurationofherincarceration
byarguingthatherbailpleawas
filedunderwrongprovisions.
Additional Public Prosecutor

Amit Prasad argued before
Additional Sessions Judge
AmitabhRawat that Jahan’s bail
pleawas notmaintainable. The
court adjourned thematter till
September 1. Jahan’s bail argu-
mentshavebeenpendingbefore
aspecialcourtforoversixmonths.
Prasad had argued that

Jahan’sbailwasfiledunderCrPC
Section 439 (special powers of
HighCourtorCourtofSessionre-
gardingbail)whereasthespecial
court can only hear cases filed
under section 437 CrPC, which

dealswithprovisionswhenbail
may be taken in case of a non-
bailableoffence.
“... anapplicationundersec-

tion439 isnotmaintainablebe-
fore this court. All the rigours of
section 437will apply themo-
ment the provision applies to a
court,”he told thecourt.
Advocate Pradeep Teotia,

who appeared on behalf of
Jahan, said the court had heard
bailpleasundersection439CrPC
and that the prosecution knew
beforehand that he had filed an
applicationunderthisprovision
anddidnotpoint itoutearlier.
“Rule of practice andRule of

lawaredifferent.Theprosecution
justwantstoderivesadisticpleas-
ure that I will continue to be in
custody. This is not a big thing. I
can file a new application. The
courthasalreadyheardtheappli-
cationonmerits,”saidTeotia.
The court askedPrasad if the

defencefilesanewplea,won’tthe
arguments on merit stay the
same. TowhichPrasad said, “No,
theargumentswillchange...when

there is a prescribedway, they
have to follow that... By invoking
awrong provision of law, they
can’t seekremedy. If theapplica-
tion itself is notmaintainable,
whatarewearguingonthen?”
Teotia told the court, “This

youalreadyknew.Thisistorture
onmealso.Aftertakingsomuch
ofcourt'stime...Thenoneshould
also not seek bail orally. I don't
have any words. Someone has
been in jail, court can't see if
prosecution and defence are
fighting likecatandmouse.”
Prasadsaid,“Assumingappli-

cationhasmadeacaseofbailand
courtgrantsbail,wouldthatgrant
of bail not hit at the root of bail?
Thepleaonthebasisofwhichbail
is granted... is notmaintainable.
Thelegalbar/defectisthere.”
Teotia said as officers of the

court they ought to be fair:
“Suddenlyyouareraisingtheis-
sue of maintainability after six
months. Case should be adjudi-
cated fairly. Hiding it for six
months and then raising it is
wastageof judicial time.”
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INAsuspectedcaseofroadrage,
a22-year-oldmanwasallegedly
shot intheheadnearIGIAirport
Wednesdaymorning. The vic-
tim, Sandeep Bhati, is undergo-
ingtreatmentandiscritical.The
accused, Nitin Singh (27), has
beenarrested.PolicesaidSingh,
whoisthesonofapoliceofficer,
wasdrunkat the time.
Bhati was in his Hyundai

Vernaalongwith three friends-
Ashu, Gaurav and Vipin -when
theincidenttookplacearound5
am. According to eyewitnesses,
Bhati and his friends had al-
legedlytriedtoovertakeSingh's
blue Swift car twice. This en-
raged Singhwho then followed
thevictim'scarandfiredatthem
twice-thefirstbullethittherear
windshieldwhilethesecondhit
Bhati'shead.

A senior police officer from
theSouthwestdistrict said they
receivedaPCRcallaboutthefir-
ing and rushed to the spot. "We
found Ashu, who told that us
that the victimwas admitted to
Yatharth Hospital in Noida.
Whenwe reached the hospital,
Gaurav said theywere on their
way back from a temple in
Bhiwadiwhenanunknownper-
sonstartedfollowingthemfrom
theairport," said theofficer.
Police said the accused

switched off his car's head-
lights and waylaid them near
RTR Marg. He parked his car
near them, pulled out a pistol,
and allegedly started firing. As
Bhati's friends tried to stop the
shooter,he fled.Scaredofbeing
attackedagain, twoof themen
rushed Bhati to the Hospital,
while one of them lodged a
complaint.
During investigation, police

scannedCCTV footage from the

Delhi-GurgaonbordertillKalkaji
and identified the car's colour
andmodel based on a descrip-
tiongivenbythevictim'sfriends.
Amit Goel, Additional DCP

(Southwest), said, "The car is
owned by a woman who is a
head constable in South Delhi
district. Her son, Singh, was
driving it. After the firing inci-

dent,hedrove toKalkajiwhere
he rammed intoa roaddivider.
He then sent his car to a repair
shop in Okhla; our team has
seized the vehicle."
When Singh was arrested,

he initially told the police that
he wasn't aware of what hap-
pened. "Hewasdrunkanddid-
n't remember what he did to
the victim. We found that he
had an unlicensed pistol. Both
partieswere trying to overtake
each other. After some time,
Singhwasangryanddecidedto
attack the victim. He is unem-
ployedandliveswithhis family
in the Kalkaji police colony,"
addedGoel.
The victim's brother, who

lives in Noida, said their father
passed away a few years ago
and Bhati was running a prop-
erty business with their
mother. "Sandeep and his
friendswere inside the car.We
thought the overtaking thing

was harmless, but the man
fired at Bhati. His friends said
there were no policemen
around. They drove towards a
picket where they found a po-
liceman and informed him
about the incident. They were
worried and decided not to
stopthecarandwenttoNoida,"
said his brother.
During enquiry, it came to

lightthattherewasonlyonepo-
liceman at the picket near
Dhaula Kuanwho allowed the
victim to drive towards Noida.
"There was not much security
aroundthespot.Weare looking
into thematter. The policeman
triedhelping thevictim,but the
mendidn'twanttostop,"saidan
officer who did not want to be
named.
Police said a case has been

registeredunderIPCsectionsfor
rashdriving,attemptedmurder,
and the Arms Act on Gaurav's
complaint.

Bhatiwas inhisHyundai
Vernawiththree friends

Man shot in head near IGI airport in
‘road rage’ incident, accused held

ACCUSEDWASDRUNKATTHETIME:POLICE Woman ‘jumps’ off
2nd floor of JNU
hostel building, dies
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST26

A26-YEAR-OLDwomanallegedly
jumpedoff the second floor of a
hostel in Jawaharlal Nehru
University Thursdaymorning.
Policesaidthewomanhadcome
tomeetherhusband,whoispur-
suing his PhD at the university
and stays at the Brahmaputra
hostel,adayearlier.
The incident took place

around6.30am.Thewomanwas
found injuredoutside thehostel
bysecuritystaffandstudents.An
ambulancewas called, and she
was rushed to ahospital nearby.
Police suspect she committed
suicide but haven't found a sui-
cidenoteatthespotandareques-
tioningherhusband.
Additional DCP (Southwest)

AmitGoel said, “Wereceived in-
formation from the hospital
about thewoman. Shewas de-
clareddeadonarrivalbydoctors
in themorning. It is suspected
that she committed suicide, but

thereasonisunknown.”
Followingalocalenquiry,po-

lice found that thewomanwent
tothehosteltomeetherhusband
whohadrecentlycomplainedof
seizures.“Themanwasn'tfeeling
well andhad calledhiswife.We
don’t knowwhat happenedbe-
tween them, but thewoman is
said to have jumpedoff the sec-
ond floor in themorning," said
theAdditionalDCP.
Inquest proceedings have

been initiated. Thematter is be-
ing investigated to ascertain the
reasonbehindtheallegedsuicide
andtoseeifanyfoulplaywasin-
volved. The couple gotmarried
two-threemonthsago.Policesaid
an SDM enquiry will be con-
ducted.
Meanwhile, a senior official

fromJNUsaid,"Theincidenttook
place around 7 am. Security
guards alerted other authorities
and an ambulancewas called.
The womanwas immediately
taken to the hospital. She was
alivethen…Wedon'thavemore
details than this rightnow."

Prosecution gets sadistic
pleasure in extending my
incarceration: Ex-councillor

Criticism over English syllabus
changes ‘misplaced’: DU registrar

15ACmembershad
submittedadissentnote
against theOC

BRIEFLY
SDMC
mayorgives
pre-emptive
nodforvillage
namechange
New Delhi: South MCD
mayor Mukesh Suryan
hasgivenanticipatoryap-
proval to change the
nameofMohammadpur
village in South Delhi to
Madhavpuram.Inaletter
to the municipal secre-
tary, Suryan said, “It is
stated that during the
Mughal period, the
names of all villages of
Delhi were forcibly
changed, including of
Mohammadpurvillagein
ward number 66
Munirka, which comes
underthecategoryofur-
banised villages and is
under the jurisdiction of
South Delhi Municipal
Corporation.”Aseniorof-
ficial of SouthMCD said
theproposalwould,how-
ever,needtheapprovalof
the Delhi government's
revenue department for
thenamechangetobefi-
nalised. Suryan said he
would alsowrite a letter
to the Delhi government
to make the changes in
the revenuerecords.

UnsoldDDA
flatsthisyear
tobepartof
nexthousing
scheme
NewDelhi:Unsoldflatsin
Delhi Development
Authority’s (DDA) 2021
housing schemewill be
partofthenextschemeto
belaunchedlaterthisyear,
said a seniorDDAofficial.
The authority had
launchedits2021housing
scheme in Januarywith
1,354 flats, of which 694
flats have been surren-
dered.OnWednesday,the
DDAconducted a second
drawof lots for 689 flats.
Applicants on the 2021
schemewaitlist partici-
pated in thedraw,and79
housesweresold.Asenior
official said as per rules,
onlyafixedpercentageof
peoplearewaitlisted.

Threemen
arrestedfor
firingat locals
NewDelhi:Policehavear-
rested three men who
wereallegedlyinvolvedin
severalfiringandextortion
incidents inDwarka. The
accusedallegedly fired at
peopleon the streets and
extortedmoney from lo-
calsinDabriarea,saidoffi-
cials on Thursday. The
three accused aremem-
bersof agangwhoare in-
volved inmore than five
casesoffiringandextortion
inDabri. SKMeena, DCP
(Dwarka), said, “Wewere
keepingatrackofallthere-
cent incidents of firing at
Dabri. Since February,
members of a local gang
were targeting residents
andwere injuringpeople
with bullets to instil fear
andextortmoney”. ENS

AAPminister
filesdefamation
caseagainst
BJPMLA
New Delhi: Delhi
Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot has filed
criminalandcivildefama-
tionsuitsagainstBJPMLA
Vijender Gupta formak-
ing “scandalous allega-
tions” in procurement of
low-floor houses, and
sought damages of Rs 5
crorefromhim,according
to a statement issued on
Thursday. The minister
has also sought the re-
moval of all defamatory
content posted byGupta
against him on Twitter
and Facebook. BJP MLA
Gupta said Gahlot’s
defamationcaseis“anat-
tempt to suppress the
voiceof truth”.PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST26

TERMING IT as a “feather in the
cap”, the Delhi government
claimed Thursday the city has
themaximumnumberofCCTVs
persquaremilewith“highlyse-
cure” feeds.
“I feel proud to say thatDelhi

beatcitieslikeShanghai,NewYork
andLondonwith themostCCTV
cameraspersquaremileacrossthe
world.Atfirst,Delhihas1,826cam-
eras,whileatsecond,Londonhas

1,138cameraspersquaremile.My
complimentstotheDelhigovern-
ment’sofficersandengineerswho
workedontheproject likeamis-
sionandachievedthefeatinsuch
ashorttime,”CMArvindKejriwal
tweeted.
The government has so far

installed2.75lakhCCTVsacross
67 out of 70 constituencies in
Delhi. A survey is currently un-
derwaytoidentifyspotstoinstall
1.38 lakhmoreCCTVs.
Kejriwal’s tweet drew criti-

cism from Internet Freedom
Foundation (IFF), adigital rights

advocacy group which had in
2019 served a legal notice to
Kejriwal citing the absence of a
legal framework governing the
footage recorded through these
cameras and demanded that
their installationbehalted.
“CCTV deployment is with-

outanylegalbasisorsafeguards.
Asperanon-legalSOP(Standard
Operating Procedure) footage
fromCCTVsissharedwithRWAs
andMarketAssociations.This is
encouragingprivate,warrantless
surveillance across Delhi,” the
IFF tweeted.

In its statement, the govern-
mentsought toaddress thecon-
cernsonprivacy:“AllCCTVfeeds
arehighlysecure,withhardware
monitored by the community,
feeds accessible only to autho-
risedusers, and system itself ca-
pableofautomatichealthcheck-
ups to detect disturbances and
intrusionsoftheconnections.The
governmentensuresthesecurity
andprivacyofallfeedscollected”.
A draft SOP drawn up by a

panel formed by the L- G had
touchedupontheprivacyaspect
andpotentialmisuseof footage.

Proud to be city with most CCTVs, better
than London and New York: Kejriwal
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INDIA has 6,214 engineering colleges
from which over 15 lakh students
graduate every year but only 2.5 lakh

find jobs. Simply put, they are not just
good enough which runs contrary to our
Government’s intent to push our
engineering exports to US$200 billion by
2030.

Why education doesn’t translate into
employability is a question that we have
answers for. The absence of application-
based teaching modules, lack of practi-
cal knowledge, too many exams focussed
on score sheets than real learning, no
uniformity of standards, lack of exposure
to industry are some of them. What then
do we need to do? To understand the
skills gap, we must first identify what
employers are looking for in engineering
students.Accordingly, colleges can equip
students with relevant employment
capabilities, enable them to adapt to
future-ready skills and instil learning
agility to grasp workforce transforma-
tion-led job demands quickly.

The demand for engineering
jobs

According to various industry
estimates, upwards of 11 million job
openings are expected for data science
professionals by 2026, aside from more
than four million vacancies for civil engi-
neers.The market for cloud computing is
slated to grow by US$9.5 billion by 2025.
The IT industry is expected to hit the
US$100-billion-mark by 2025, creating
millions of jobs. Established brands such
as TCS,Amazon, L&T,Wipro and HCL, and
start-ups such as Udemy, UpGrad, Byju’s,
Tata 1 mg, Dunzo and Razorpay are
further intensifying the talent war.

The evolution of B.Tech and B.E
students’ job placements in
modern workplaces

According to the World Economic Fo-
rum’s “The Future of Jobs Report 2020,”
analytical thinking and innovation,
learning agility, complex problem-
solving, critical thinking and analysis,
creativity, originality and initiative are
the top skills. Artificial intelligence,
machine learning, RPA (Robotic Process
Automation), data analysis, cloud
computing and product development will
create 150 million tech jobs.

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the
recruitment of engineers has gone up by
52 per cent compared to pre-COVID
levels. This upward trajectory in demand
can be attributed to social distancing and
the consequent massive digital transfor-
mation of organisations. Every company
now wants an app to reach out to its
customers, engage them and send

notifications, which has led to a massive
surge in demand for app developers and
mobile QA (Quality Assurance) engi-
neers. Besides, technological advance-
ments such as Cryptocurrency are further
fuelling the demand for engineers. Not
to mention the market requirement for
data analysts and visualisers to mine and
interpret data flowing through organisa-
tional systems makes this one of the
most exciting times to be an engineer.

How are organisations testing
engineers virtually?

Organisations are leveraging efficient
assessment and testing mechanisms to
measure the engineering candidates’
employability and ensure they select the
best of the lot. They usually choose tal-
ent directly from colleges through their
campus drives and train them afterwards
in the required organisational-level
capabilities. Also, they hire employees
who are proficient in new-age and in-

demand skills from other organisations
for senior positions.

The pandemic has compelled compa-
nies to move all their hiring processes
online. They employ virtual campus
recruitment drives wherein they select
the colleges and leverage campus
intelligence to understand the job
requirements and skills that they could
fulfil. Following this, they screen the
students through hackathons and live
coding simulators and evaluate them
through technical and coding assess-
ments via remote proctoring
technology to negate cheat-
ing instances.

Companies invite candi-
dates to code in a live envi-
ronment, even for hiring en-
gineers laterally. Thus,
invigilators can view their
coding approach, adeptness
and other such details. After-
wards, employers interview
them virtually on video inter-
view platforms.All the data is
effectively captured and
shared with the hiring man-
agers in the form of detailed
reports with granular analy-
sis. These insights help the
hiring managers choose the
best engineers for their firms.

Companies are increas-
ingly employing virtual tools
such as Skills Gap Analysis,
Proximity Index and Learning
Agility analysis to assess em-
ployees’ future-readiness and
digital skills. These tests help
employers deep-dive into

their employability gaps, learning orienta-
tion, learning agility in new-age skills
and the drive to learn such skills. For ex-
ample, an engineer with basic skills sets
such as C, C++ and Java could also learn
Python, Ruby, PHP, Hadoop and Apache
Spark. By testing candidates on these
metrics, firms ensure they can develop
and align their talent with future skills.

Many traditional jobs in the labour
market have become tech and digital-en-
abled. Front-end developers, back-end
developers, full-stack developers, data-

base developers, those with an edge in
data science, DevOps (Development and
Operations), quality assurance, with
skills such as HTML, CSS, AJAX, Java,
Python, Ruby, C sharp, .NET, PHP, C, C++,
MySQL and Hadoop are in high demand.
Therefore, engineering students need to
urgently align their skills and capabilities
according to evolving job roles and
in-demand market skills to maintain their
relevance and employability.

This article is authored by
Siddhartha Gupta,CEO, Mercer Mettl

* ( READ. ENGAGE. DELIVER.) IS THE MARKETING SOLUTIONS TEAM OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS GROUP

MAHARAJA SURAJMAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

#MSIT - STRIVING FOR LEARNING & IMPACT FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS@MSIT

• Creating New Generation Leaders
• Experiential Teaching
• Highly Qualified & Experienced Faculty
• Online and Offline Teachings Facilities
• Training and Learning Opportunities
• Mentorship from Industry Experts
• Excellent Placement
• Dedicated Placement Cell
• Industry and Research Relations
• Knowledge Exchange & Collaborations
• Innovations & Entrepreneurship Forums
• Holistic Self-development
• Students Driven Societies
• Engaging Alumni Association
• Entrepreneurship Development Programme

• Established in 2001 by Surajmal Memorial
Education Society

• Centrally located eco-friendly campus in Delhi

• Eight Floor, retrofitted and modern class rooms &
labs

• Air conditioned laboratories, conference Rooms
& well-equipped auditorium

• Latest technology for conducting online classes

• Knowledge centre with Wi-Fi enabled library with
about thousands of book & e-journals

• Highly acclaimed technical institute in the capital

• Amicable teaching and learning environment

BREAKING GLASS CEILINGS - Excellent Placements
• MSIT is hub for campus placements in Delhi
• Top package offered by some prominent companies – for example Google 55 LPA |

Microsoft 42 LPA | Adobe (MTS) 43 LPA | DESHAW 37 LPA | Adobe Systems 26 LPA
| Microsoft IDC 18 LPA | Amazon 19 LPA and many more.

• 100% eligible students placed in Top MNCs such as Google, Microsoft, Nasdaq,
DeShaw, CReD, Postman, PeP Coding, Arista Networks, Jumping Minds, Natwest,
Tata Advanced Systems, Infosys, ZS-Associates, Josh Tech, Accenture, Samsung,
Adobe, SAP Labs, Compro, Amazon, TCS, Cadence, Cognizant, ION Group

• Best Recruitment Conversion Ratios in campus placements
• National Employability Award (NEA) from the last five successive years for being top

10% Engineering Colleges at the National Level having huge employability potential.
• Immense focus on personality development and making students employable by

conducing mock personal interviews, seminars & workshops on latest technologies,
sessions for resume writing, focus group discussions, vocabulary development,
industrial visits and DIY activities.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Offer open platforms for start-up ventures, innovations and incubations. MSIT is promoting
logical thinking & research aptitude through Societies, IEEE & ISTE Student Chapters,
Entrepreneur Cell, Alumni Cell and Tech Fest. Mentored ten entrepreneurs.
• First Prize in Smart India Hackathon, GirlScript Hackathon powered by Microsoft in DTU,

iRobo at Aurora.
• Second Prize in Robomaze at Innova.

PUBLICATIONS
MSIT has its own publications that provide an open window to all stakeholders to express their
views freely and to disseminate the achievements of the institute.
• Vision & ICON - Annual Magazines
• Journal of Research-(Satyam JR) - Annual Research Journal (ISSN number 2319-7897)
• Reflection, ElectroNews & Electrick - Quarterly Newsletters

Admissions in MSIT B.Tech programmes
are based on JEE Mains Ranks & Guru
Gobind Singh Indraprastha University’s

Centralised Counselling

Highly sought
after engineering

institute

Adhere to the
norms and

guidelines of
GGSIPU

ENCOURAGING EXCELLENCE IN ENGINEERING EDUCATION
Maharaja Surajmal Institute of Technology (MSIT) has impressive infrastructure, expertise and resources for imparting high quality engineering education. The institute is offering industry
oriented education with dedicated highly accredited faculty, state- of-art infrastructure and facilities. MSIT has great track record of placements in prominent companies. The institute offers
B.Tech courses in CSE, IT, ECE & EEE streams in first shift and second shift. The faculty at MSIT is highly qualified, experienced and dedicated. They have published hundreds of books,
research papers in journals of international repute and filed patents. The faculty have technology driven grant research projects and has organised international conferences & sessions on
advances in Metrology, Artificial Intelligence and National Educational Policy. The institute excels in all spheres, resulting in extraordinary performances in academics, research and co-
curricular activities at national and international levels.

RANKING FOR TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION AND EMPLOYABILITY
India Today

1 Delhi
2021 17

Among top 200
private Engineering
Colleges3 North Zone

2021 1 Best Placement
Record in Delhi3

Emerging Private
Engineering
College in top 25

5
Overall Best
Placement Record
in Top 10 private
Engineering College

Shri Kaptan Singh, Chairman
Institutional Leader with Positive Outlook
An aluminous of IIT Roorkee and former Managing
Director of UP Project Corporation. He has been
serving on the board of many professional bodies.
He has been promoting higher education and upliftment & inclusion
of farmers.

Prominent Agencies

MSIT is anchored in Surajmal Memorial Educational Society (SMES)
To emulate & cherish the great qualities of Maharaja Surajmal, the
society was founded in 1972 at Janak Puri, New Delhi with an aim
to impart quality education in urban as well as rural areas in the
country. Association of eminent personalities and professionals
from Industry, Arts, Science, Technology, Finance, Philanthropy,
Administration, and Higher Education has helped the society
in enhancing manifold the level of education being imparted in
different disciplines.

Shri Rajpal Singh Solanki, Treasurer
Enabling Transparency
A Chartered Accountant by profession, he is an
expert on financial matters.

For more information:
Maharaja Surajmal Institute of Technology

C-4, Janakpuri, New Delhi 110 058
0111- 2552 8117 & 2555 2667 director@msit.in

/smes.msit /smes_msit /MSITjanakpuri
/school/maharaja-surajmal-institute-of-technology

www.msit . in

Prof (Dr) Ajay Kumar Singh, Director
Prof Singh has immense experience in technical
engineering institutes in Delhi & NCR. He is
spearheading forward thinking and contemporary
understanding in technical innovation and
education. He has authored & edited several books
for prominent publishing houses.

Prof H S Rawat, Director Training & Placement
Rich Professional Exp. (Academia + Industry) with
Engineering & Management qualifications.

Shri Ajit Singh Chaudhary, Secretary
Philanthropist and Social Reformer
He is devoted to the betterment of disadvantage
communities.

PRESTIGIOUS ORGANISATION - SMES

ADMISSIONS IN MSIT

MSIT LEADERSHIP TEAM

SMES VISIONARY LEADERSHIP

251-300
Band

AAA+ A+Outstanding
Engineering College by
State Fee Regulatory
Committee of Delhi

Recognised by

under 2(f)

Approved

AICTE

Affiliated

GGSIPU

Accreditation

NAAC ‘A’ GRADE CSE | IT | ECE | EEE ISO CERTIFIED

ADVERTORIAL

Admission 2021-22 based on National levelTests (JEE)
in B.Tech. (CSE, IT,ECE,EEE) all NBA accredited

See www.ipuadmissions.nic.in & www.bpitindia.com

■Grade ‘A’ Institute,NIRF ranking 250-300 among Engineering Colleges in country.
■Holistic development of students with special emphasis on personality traits,placement

and Higher studies.
■92% students of 2017-21 batch placed till now with package upto Rs.42 Lac P.A.
■Awards and financial supports to meritorious and needy students.
■Dedicated and experienced faculty with Ph.D.degrees.
■Encouragement for Innovation and presentations in international conferences.
■Trainings in modern fields likeAI,Big Data,Coding,Cloud Computing,Machine Learning,

Internet,VLSI Design,Hardware Design,Simulation,Power Systems,Soft Skills,etc.
■Excellent infrastructure with well equipped labs, lecture halls, rich library,online journals,

book bank, reprography,book shop,Large play grounds for outdoor and indoor games.
■Strong linkages with Industries,Multinational Companies & Institutes like IITs.
■Well furnished Girl’s Hostel.Spacious Cafeteria to serve healthy & hygienic foods.
■Medical aid and 24*7 security in campus.Well connected with metro lines and DTC

buses.

(Affiliated to GGSIPU, Delhi & approved by AICTE, MHRD, DTTE)

BHAGWAN PARSHURAM INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY, ROHINI, DELHI

Engineer the apt course
Companies are screening students through hackathons and live coding simulators to assess their job readiness. Aspirants should

look for institutions that offer industry-ready courses and equip them with in-demand market skills

New Delhi
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AYOUNG, aspiring
student, no matter
what stream

he/she may be from, is
faced with immense but
vague options of
choosing the right course
and the right institute for
a successful career. My
advice to aspirants is to
evaluate your passion for
your career because the
secret to happiness is
being able to love what-
ever you do in life. Identify
your skill set and capabilities and
choose a course that is a natural pro-
gression of your existing skills and
qualification. Take advice from your
parents and teachers and use their
experience as a guide in deciding the

course you choose.
With technology

changing at an
exponential rate and
the glaring gap be-
tween the academic

curriculum and fast-
changing industry re-
quirements, employabil-
ity is a major challenge.
Students, therefore,
should look for institu-
tions (like AKGEC) which,
in addition to academic

excellence, emphasise project-based
learning, industry-relevant training
programmes and all-round develop-
ment to make their students globally
employable.

My best wishes to all the young
aspirants for a bright and successful
career and a happy life.

HCL TECHNOLOGIES

2121

ECE

* ( READ. ENGAGE. DELIVER.) IS THE MARKETING SOLUTIONS TEAM OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS GROUP

Dr RK Agarwal,
Director-General

AJAY KUMAR GARG ENGINEERING COLLEGE

Choose the right institute for a bright career

SUNDERDEEP GROUP OF
INSTITUTIONS, GHAZIABAD

THE Sunderdeep Group of Insti-
tutions (SDGI, Ghaziabad), is a

premier educational entity of NCR
with a venerable legacy of setting
the highest academic standards.

It is approved by AICTE, COA,
PCI, BCI, BTE and NCTE. It is
affiliated to Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
Technical University, Lucknow &
CCS University, Meerut.

It has world class infrastructure
with state-of-the-art laboratories,
computing facilities, automated library, modern and well-furnished
hostels for boys and girls and faculty residences in its wifi-enabled
Campus. Its integrated campus has diverse academic programmes which
are managed by distinguished and learned faculty members and sup-
ported by varied co-curricular activities. This lush green campus of 40
acres, situated at Dasna, Ghaziabad on NH-24, offers diploma, UG & PG
programmes in Engineering, Architecture, Pharmacy, Management,
Education, Law and Hotel Management.

Its students have been consistently achieving excellent university
results, collaborated with various industries and established an in-house,
modern technology-based “Center of Excellence.” Students get real time
hands-on learning as per industry standards in these centres.

SDGI students have been placed continuously with the world’s top
MNCs like Infosys, Wipro, TCS, Genpact, British Telecom, Capgemini,
Cognizant, Accenture, Innodata, Godrej, Wheels India, IBM, Bajaj
Finserv, IDFC Bank, ICICI, Savantis India,KPMG,Romson Group,Genestore
India Pvt. Ltd, Knocial India Ltd, Hindustan Wellness Pvt. Ltd, Square
Yards, Radisson Blu,The Oberoi Hotel,The Claridges, Holiday Inn,Trident
Hotel, Nucleus Software,Whitehat Jr, Flipkart,Aculife and many more.

Sh. Mahendra Aggarwal
Chairman, SDGI

Our students are a
complete package

INDERPRASTHA ENGINEERING COLLEGE (IPEC)

THE 21st century is about the management and assessment of all
the knowledge we have generated and the value addition we

bring to it. Education means nourishing the latent qualities in
individuals and drawing out the best in each.

The Inderprastha Engineering College (IPEC), Ghaziabad, is
known for its value-based and interactive teacher-student bonding
and excellent performances in extracurricular activities and sports.
It is a NAAC-accredited institution and four of its departments – CSE,
ECE, CIVIL and IT – are NBA-accredited. Ranked among the top
ten prestigious colleges in NCR, it is known for its lush green cam-
pus, well-equipped classrooms, advanced laboratories, qualified
and caring teachers and a very supportive peer group.Guest lectures
by eminent professors, industrial visits, personality development
classes, national level seminar/workshop/conferences and practical
exposure to authenticate theoretical knowledge provide students
a basis to be innovative, entrepreneurial and capable citizens.As a
participant at different technical and non-technical intra college
forums, its students develop managerial skills, leadership qualities
and creative thinking. The E-SAC (Expressions- Student Activity
Cell) is divided into units like Medha (Literary activities), Nivedha
(Cultural activities) Spardha (Sports activities) and Vividha
(Technical activities) for holistic development.

The college plans to expand existing programmes, promote
industry-relevant projects, R&D and consultancy to bridge the
industry-academia gap.

Value-based skill development

EKTAAMALIK
NEWDELHI,AUGUST27

THEGREY facadeof the recently
renovated and revamped PVR
Priya, nowcalledPVRPriya (XL),
has all the trappings of a glitzy
destination for movie goers.
Addedtothemixaretwoprojec-
tors,withbeamingtechnology,to
servethe316-seatertheater.
Theswankynewtheaterwas

inauguratedWednesdayevening
by Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal. The cinema hall has
beenaroundsince1978andwas
renovatedearlier in1990. Itshut
downcompletely somemonths
prior totheCovidpandemic.
But thenew ‘PVRPriyaXL’ is

nopatchon thePVRPriyaof the

early 2000s, which was the
hangoutspotofthe‘popularkids’
and students from the neigh-

bouring Jawaharlal Nehru
University.Backthen,thecinema
hall, located in the Basant Lok

Complex, offeredaRs100 ticket
for a 10 am show, which was
availed themost by the almost-
broke student community that
lived in the neighbouringurban
villages of Munirka, Katwaria
Sarai, andJiaSarai.
WhileBasantLokhousedgour-

met foodstoreLeMarcheonone
side,italsohadnumeroushole-in-
the-wall eateries, andstreetven-
dorswhosoldlip-smackingfareat
pocket-friendlyprices. Thecom-
plexhadsomethingforeveryone.
By 2010, the action had

shifted to theACmalls, and sin-
gle-screen theatreshadbeenre-
ducedtobeinga ‘noveltyexperi-
ence’.Asthecrowdsdepartedfor
greener pastures, thewhole of
Basant Lok too fell into disarray.
ManystoresshutdownandPVR

Priyalost itscharm.
WithPVRPriyagettinganup-

grade, the complex too sports a
new lookwith night lamps dot-
tingthewalkwaytothetheater.
“ThenewredefinedPriya is a

oneofitskindpremiumcommer-
cialhubdesignedtobringbackthe
lostgloryandidentityoftheonce
thrivingpublicplace.Ithasalways
beenPVR’sendeavortoadoptthe
best of global practices in the
Indiancontext. ‘Placemaking’too
is an innovative and successful
people-centredapproachwidely
usedaroundtheglobebyexperts
fortransformingandreinventing
public spaces in cities thatmeet
basic human needswhere citi-
zens feel engaged,” said Sanjeev
Kumar Bijli, Joint Managing
Director,PVRLtdinastatement.

Theswankynewtheaterwas inauguratedWednesday
eveningbyChiefMinisterArvindKejriwal. TashiTobgyal

PVR Priya, once a popular haunt, gets new look

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST26

THE DELHI Disaster
ManagementAuthority(DDMA)
willdiscussreopeningofschools
in the city Friday. Hundreds of
parentswhohadbeenconsulted
earlier said theywere ready for
schools to restart. Earlier in the
week, an expert committeehad
submittedareporttoDDMArec-
ommending a phase-wise re-
openingof schools.
At present, students from

class X, XI and XII can go to
schoolforpracticalclasses,board
examsrelatedworkandadmis-

sionrelated formalities.
Officialssaidaccordingtothe

recommendations of the com-
mittee,classesforstudentsinthe
seniorsectionsandboardclasses
shouldstartfirst.Themiddlesec-
tion—classesIXtoVI—canthen
be started if there isno increase
in the number of Covid cases.
Primary classes will be the last
torestart,aspertherecommen-
dations.
Schools in Delhi have been

shut sinceMarch 2020, with a
smallwindowinFebruarywhen
they reopened for senior classes
forclosetoamonth,beforecases
startedincreasingagaininMarch.
In themeeting, themodali-

tiesofreopening,howmanystu-
dents should be allowed, the
timelines for vaccinating chil-
dren aswell as teacherswill be
discussed, sources said.
Theexpertcommitteewasset

up by L-GAnil Baijal in the first
weekofApril toassess if schools
shouldbereopened,considering
thatcasesinDelhihaveremained
under100forseveralweeksand
thepositivityrateunder0.1%.
The number of Covid cases,

positivityrateanddeathsinDelhi
has remained lowsince July. For
mostof August, daily caseshave
remained under the 50mark.
Over the past week, only one
Coviddeathhasbeenrecorded.

DDMA to discuss school
reopening, senior classes first

New Delhi
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INQUIRYINTOavideopurport-
edly showing brothers Rahul
KalaandNaveenBali,associates
of jailed gangster Neeraj
Bawana, enjoying liquor and
snacks inside a police lock-up
has so far found that it was not
shot inMandoli Jail, where the
menwere lodged until August
5, before being taken to the
Special Cell’s Lodhi Road office
in connection with another
case. The men returned to the
jail onAugust 10.
DG (Delhi Prisons) Sandeep

GoelsaidThursday, “Welooked
intothematteranditseemsthe
video is not fromour jails.”
The IndianExpresshas learnt

that an inquiry was initiated
intowhetherthevideowasshot
intheLodhiRoadoffice,andthe
report has been submitted to
thepolice headquarters.
Special CP (Special Cell)

Neeraj Thakur, DCP (Special
Cell) Pramod Kushwah, and
Delhi Police PRO Chinmoy
Biswal did not respond to a
query on whether the
video was shot in the Special
Cell office.

Biswal had said on
Wednesday: “The video is not
substantiated and liquor is not
served inpolice lock-up.”
The Indian Express has also

learnt that senior officerswere
alerted to the video on August
12, after amanwho visited the
brothers inside the lock-upup-
loaded it on an Instagram ac-
count under Neeraj Bawana’s
name. Bawana is currently in
Tihar jail.
Sources told The Indian

Express three-fourmencameto
meet the brothers and one of
thevisitors recordedthevideo.

“He shared the video with his
associates and posted it on so-
cial media. On August 12, the
same video was posted with a
caption— ‘New reel jai baba ki
bali bhai kala bhai... #neera-
jbawana group’. Special Cell
personnel then found out
about the video and informed
their seniors,” said a police
source.
The 24-second video pur-

portedlyshowsfourmensitting
inside the police lock-up with
RahulandNaveenandconsum-
ing liquor, chips andother food
items. Themenare seen sitting
on a mattress, and also seen
talkingonthephoneandsmok-
ing. Two persons can purport-

edlybe seen sittingoutside the
lock-up.
Rahul and Naveen, who

wereinMandoli jail,werere-ar-
rested on August 5 by the
Special Cell in connectionwith
aseparatecase,andweretaken
onpolice remand.
An FIR under charges of

criminal conspiracy had been
lodgedbytheNewDelhiRange
of Special Cell after they inter-
cepted phone calls wherein
Rahul and Naveen were al-
legedlyhatchingaconspiracyto
eliminate a rival currently
lodged inRohini jail.
“After collecting technical

evidence against them, police
started an investigation. The
twomenwerere-arrestedfrom
Mandoli jail, where they were
lodged,andtakentotheSpecial
Cell office. They returned to
Mandoli jail on August 10. One
of their associates, Sahil alias
Chintu, was also re-arrested
from Rohini jail,” said a senior
police officer.
The officer said both broth-

ers work for Neeraj and would
makeextortioncalls frominside
jail. Rahulwas arrested in2014
whenhe alongwith his associ-
ateRavihadallegedlykilledtwo
brothers following an incident
of roadrage inSultanpurDabas
village of Bawana in Outer
Delhi.Hewascarryingareward
of Rs 1 lakh.
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N.I.T. No. S.N. 04-A&B-2021-22-NRCH

1 Name of work with its
location

1

Repair abandoned Dhobi Ghat area,
provision of passage shed from
back gate to CT/MRI scan entre and
renovation of room No. 50 to 58, Gyne
OPD toilet block in Northern Railway
Central Hospital in the section of SSE/W/
NRCH under ADEN/NRCH.
Similar nature of work: Any civil work
other that track work.

2

Provision of Medicine store, record
rooms at various locations in Northern
Railway Central Hospital in the section of
SSE/W/NRCH under ADEN/NRCH.
Similar nature of work: Any civil work
other that track work.

2 Approx. Cost of work
1 Rs. 98,13,229.00/-
2 Rs. 52,70,022.00/-

3 Completion period of
work

1 8 Months
2 5 Months

Date & Time for
submission of tender and
opening of tender

Upto 15.00 hrs. on 21.09.2021 Opening
of Tender at 15.00 hrs 21.09.2021.

5

Website particulars notice
board location complete
details of tender can
be seen and address of
the office from where
the tender form can be
purchased etc.

Above tender available on IREPS site i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in

1

1

1

Short Term E-Tender Notice E-Tenders are invited from eligible bidders. Please visit
E-tender portal www.etender.up.nic.in for details/download and for any other
corrections/ amendments/ extensions till the date of submission of bids. The
undersigned shall have the right to cancel the tender without assigning any reason.
The tender will be opened on the next working day due to the holiday being on the date
of opening of the tender. Sl. No. 1 Short Term E-Tender No. 67/2021-22 OF EUDC
MZN Discription of Works Repairing work of 11 KV VCB at 33/11 KV S/s Meerapur,
Muzaffarnagar. Earnest Money (Rs.) 2000.00 Tender Fee (Rs.) 1180.00 (with 18%
GST) Last Date for online submission of tender document 13.09.2021 12:00:00
Hrs. Date for opening of tender part-I 13.09.2021 14:00:00 Hrs. Sl. No. 2 Short
Term E-Tender No. 68/2021-22 OF EUDC MZN Discription of Works Repairing work
of 11 KV VCB at 33/11 KV S/s Kamhera Dhansri, Muzaffarnagar. Earnest Money (Rs.)
2000.00 Tender Fee (Rs.) 1180.00 (with 18% GST) Last Date for online submission
of tender document 13.09.2021 12:00:00 Hrs. Date for opening of tender part-I
13.09.2021 14:00:00 Hrs. Sl. No. 3 Short Term E-Tender No. 69/2021-22 OF EUDC
MZN Discription of Works Repairing work of 11 KV VCB at 33/11 KV S/s Rasulpur,
Muzaffarnagar. Earnest Money (Rs.) 2000.00 Tender Fee (Rs.) 1180.00 (with 18%
GST) Last Date for online submission of tender document 13.09.2021 12:00:00
Hrs. Date for opening of tender part-I 13.09.2021 14:00:00 Hrs. Sl. No. 4 Short
Term E-Tender No. 70/2021-22 OF EUDC MZN Discription of Works Repairing work
of 11 KV VCB at 33/11 KV S/s Mahaveer Chowk, Muzaffarnagar. Earnest Money (Rs.)
2000.00 Tender Fee (Rs.) 1180.00 (with 18% GST) Last Date for online submission
of tender document 13.09.2021 12:00:00 Hrs. Date for opening of tender part-I
13.09.2021 14:00:00 Hrs. Sl. No. 5 Short Term E-Tender No. 71/2021-22 OF EUDC
MZN Discription of Works Repairing work of 11 KV VCB at 33/11 KV S/s Gandhi
Colony, Muzaffarnagar. Earnest Money (Rs.) 2000.00 Tender Fee (Rs.) 1180.00 (with
18% GST) Last Date for online submission of tender document 13.09.2021
12:00:00 Hrs. Date for opening of tender part-I 13.09.2021 14:00:00 Hrs. Sd/- (B.K.
Mishra) SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, ELECTRICITY URBAN DISTRIBUTION
CIRCLE MUZAFFARNAGAR "Save Electricity in the interest of Nation" ´fÂffaI : 1947/
d½f.³f.d½f.¸f.¸fb.³f¦fS dQ³ffaI : 26.08.2021

Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd.
MUZAFFARNAGAR
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Sd/-
District Horticulture Officer

Panchkula

Memo No: 168 Dated: 25.08.2021

4414/Hry

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (WB)-I
DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI

ROOM NO. 31, B-BUILDING, JHANDEWALAN, NEW DELHI-110005.
Phone: 09558007601 E-mail Id: djbwaterbody@gmail.com

“STOP CORONA; WEAR FACE MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

PRESS NIT No. 04/WB-I/2021-22

Further details in this regard can be seen at https:/govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Sl.
No.

Name of Work Esitmated
Contract Value
(ECV)/Amount
put to tender

Earnest
Money
(EMD)

Tender Fee Date of Release of
tender in E-

Procurement Solution
& Tender ID No.

Last Date/ Time of
receipt of tender E-

procurement solution

01 Creation of lake no. 2 and deepening
of lake no. 1 at Pappan kalan STP Ph.
II under EE(WB)-I

` 8,54,18,979/- NIL ` 1500/- 25.8.2021
2021_DJB_207521_1

23.09.2021 At 03:00
PM

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (WB)-I

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 325 (2021-22)

DELHI JAL BOARD (Govt. of N.C.T. of Delhi)
OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C)DR-III

Kanhaiya Nagar, Delhi-110035
Phone: 011-27394876 Email:- eecdr3@gmail.com

"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"
PRESS NIT NO-01 (2021-22)

S.
No.

Name of work
Estimated Contract

Value (ECV)/ Amount
put to tender (Rs.)

Earnest
Money

(EMD) (Rs.)

Tender processing
Fee Non

Refundable (Rs.)

Date of Release of
Tender/ Tender Id.

Last date/time
of receipt of

tender

1.
Providing/laying 250 mm dia DWC internal
sewer line in Unauthorized Colony Rajeev
Colony Extension under Narela AC.

1,30,96,041/- Exempted 1000/-
26.8.2021 /

2021_DJB_207551_1
16.9.2021

upto 3.00 P.M

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Sd/-
Advt. No. J.S.V. 332 (2021-22) Executive Engineer(C) DR-III

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER: RWSS DIVISION: BERHAMPUR

Near JaradaBunglow, Pin-760004, Ph. 0680-2296344
eerwss bam@nic.in rwssbam@gmail.com

Government of Odisha "e" Procurement Notice
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

Bid Identification No. EERWSSBAM- 16 /2021-22
The Superintending Engineer, RWS&S Division, Berhampur, Ganjam on behalf of

Governor of Odisha invites bids in Single Cover & Double cover system according to
the norm of "e" Procurement system in online mode for Supply, drawing, design,
construction, testing and commissioning and maintenance of different PWS
Schemes and electrification works in Ganjam District from the eligible contractors as
per DTCN.

O-602

1. Name of the work
Execution of different works of different
P.W.S. Scheme in Ganjam District.

2. No of Work (Tender) 02 Nos.

3. Estimated cost (Approximate) From Rs 151.77 Lakhs to Rs 155.81 Lakhs

4. Period of completion 360 days

5.
Date & Time of availability of bid
document in the Portal.

From 02-09-2021 at11.00 hrs to
16.09.2021 up to 17.00 hrs

6. Last date & time for seeking clarification 13-09-2021 up to 17.00 hrs

7. Dt. of opening of Bid 17-09-2021 at 11.00 hrs

8.
Late date / Time for receipt of bids in the
Portal

16-09-2021 up to 17.00 hrs

9.
Name & address of the Officer inviting
tender.

Executive Engineer, RWSS Division, Near
Jarada Bunglow, Berhampur-760004, Dist.
Ganjam, Odisha.

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal-

”https://tendersorissa.gov.in”

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer

RWS&S Division, Berhampur
OIPR-25035/11/0007/2122

‘Gangsters drinking in police lock-up’:
Video not from Mandoli jail, say officials

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, AUGUST26

THREEDAYSafteran18-year-old
manwaskilledinarestaurantin
Dwarka’s Chhawla, the Delhi
Police Special Cell found that it
was a case of mistaken identity
after they apprehended a 17-
year-old juvenile in connection
with the incident.
Investigation revealed that

gangster Kapil Sangwan, alias
Nandu, who is in the United
Kingdom,askedhisbrotherJyoti
Sangwan,lodgedinMandolijail,
and his associate Nakul
Sangwan, lodged in Rohini jail,
to threaten the restaurant’s
owner for not paying him pro-
tectionmoney.
Twojuvenileswerehiredfor

thejobforRs10lakh.Butthetwo

didnot seepictures of their tar-
get clearly and allegedly ended
up killing the victim, Gulam
Sabir,insteadofthreateninghim.
PolicesaidSabirwasfillinginfor
a friend and did not work per-
manentlyat the restaurant.
DCP(Dwarka)SantoshKumar

Meenahadsaidtheincidenttook
place at 7.18 pm on Monday

when two persons killed Sabir.
“We received a call from one
VikasYadav,whorunstherestau-
rant, ‘HeavenOn Earth’. He told
policehewas sittingoutside the
restaurantwhen twomenwent
inandplacedanorderformomos
andchillipotatoes,”hesaid.
Several teams were dis-

patchedtolookfortheshooters.
A team from the Special Cell’s
northern range finally appre-
hended the juvenile from a
Haryana village. Police ques-
tioned him in the presence of a
counsellorandhesaidheisastu-
dentof classXII.
Police found that Kapil had

made an extortion call to the
restaurant owner who refused
to pay him protection money
andsaidhewouldinformpolice.
“Kapil asked Jyoti andNakul

to threaten the owner after fir-
ing in his restaurant. Nakul dis-

cussedthematterwithhisasso-
ciateandhired two juvenilesby
offeringthemRs10lakh,”asen-
iorpoliceofficersaid,addingthat
theywillmoveanapplicationfor
policeremandof JyotiandNakul
in thecomingdays.
Lastyear,ateamoftheSpecial

Cell’s Counter Intelligence unit
had arrested Jyoti from Surat.
Nakul has been associatedwith
theNandugang for the last four
yearsandlookedaftertheircourt
mattersuntilhewasarrestedlast
yearfromDwarkainconnection
with murdering a property
dealer, saidtheofficer.
On June3,The IndianExpress

had reported that Delhi Police
have urged the CBI’s Interpol
branch to issue a red cornerno-
ticeagainstKapil.Policesaidthe
gangster has beenmaking sev-
eral extortion calls from the UK
over the last threemonths.

Plot by gangster to threaten restaurant
owner ends in murder — of wrong man

GulamSabir, thevictim

Agrabfromthevideo.DG(DelhiPrisons)SandeepGoelsaid
“it seemsthevideo isnot fromour jails”

New Delhi



GOVT&POLITICS 7WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,FRIDAY,AUGUST27,2021

OFFICE OF CANTONMENT BOARD BAREILLY
54, Serpentine Road, Bareilly Cantt.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Cantonment Board, Bareilly invites claim/objections/suggestions
from the Local general public for the closure of the under
mentioned road by the local Military Authorities under section 258
of Contonment Act, 2006 as under:-
(b) Clsoure (24x7)
(ii) 883 At Bn ASC Road (Sahu Ram Narayan Marg)
The claims/objections/suggestions may be submitted in the
Cantonment Board Office, 54, Serpentine Road, Bareilly Cantt
within 30 days from the date of publication of this notice.
Authority:- CBR No. 10 dated 23.07.2021.

Sd/-
(Vivek Singh)

Chief Executive Officer
Dated 18 August, 2021 Cantonment Board Bareilly

STEM WATER DISTRI.
& INFRA. CO. PVT. LTD.

Vardan Commercial Complex, 9th Floor, MIDC,
Road No. 16, Wagale Industrial Estate,

Thane (W)-400 604.
E-Tender Notice No. 6 for 2021-22
stemwater.tenderwork@gmail.com

STEM Water Dist. & Infra. Co. Pvt. Ltd., Thane
are invited E-Tender in the form of B-1 Tender
for following work.
Name of work : Maintenance & repairs to
various M.S./ C.I./ A.C. pipeline in Bhiwandi City
& Rural Area. Estimated Cost Rs. 98,56,275/-.
E-Tender documents will be available for view/
downloading on authorised web site
https://stem.abcprocure.com from dt.
27.08.2021 to dt. 21.09.2021. Last date of online
submission of tenders with e-payment of cost
of blank tender form & EMD is dt. 21.09.2021 up
to hrs. 1500. Received tenders will be opened
on dt. 23.09.2021 at hrs. 1500. Right to reject
any or all tenders without assigning any reason
thereof is reserved by the STEM Water Distri. &
Infra. Co. Pvt. Ltd., Thane.

Sd/-
Managing Director

Walk-in Interview
Walk-in-interviews have been scheduled for engagement of Five Senior
Research Fellows and Two Contractual Manpower at ICAR-IVRI,
Izatnagar in NAHEP sponsored projects. The engagement is purely
temporary on contractual basis and there will be no provision of
absorption/re-employment in ICAR or ICAR-IVRI on termination of the
project.
A. Five Senior Research Fellows (SRFs) positions (CAASTACLH,

Project), eligible candidates will be interviewed on 07th September,
2021 at 11:00 AM in the Committee Room of University Building at
IVRI, Izatnagar.

B. Two Contractual Manpower (NAHEP Component 2A Project),
eligible candidates will be interviewed on 07th September, 2021 at
02:30 PM in the Committee Room of University Building at IVRI,
Izatnagar.

Please visit Institute website www.ivri.nic.in for detail of advertisement
and further updates and notifications regarding interview.

ICAR-INDIAN VETERINARY
RESEARCH INSTITUTE

IZATANGAR -243 122, BAREILLY (U.P.)

Administration of
U.T. of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu,

Directorate of Medical & Health Services
NAMO Medical Education & Research Institute

No.DMHS/EST/Med.edu/staff/2018/606/359 Silvassa
Date: 24/08/2021

Directorate, Medical and Health Services, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Silvassa
invites applications from eligible candidates for Teaching posts & Non-
Teaching posts to be filled on short term contract basis under NAMO Medical
Education & Research Institute. Details regarding the posts are available on
the official website: www.dnh.gov.in or www.vbch.dnh.nic.in. The applications
should reach the undersigned on or before 05/09/2021.

Sd/-
No.IP/DNH/ADVT/2021/216 (Dr. V. K. Das)
Silvassa Director (M&HS)
Date: 25/08/2021 0260-2642940

ADVERTISEMENT

GARGIVERMA
&MANOJCG
RAIPUR,NEWDELHI,
AUGUST26

THE CRISIS in Chhattisgarh
Congress intensified
Thursday, as several party
MLAs owing allegiance to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel reachedDelhiadaybe-
fore his expected meeting
with former party president
Rahul Gandhi.
Friday’s meeting is set to

betheir secondonethisweek.
While sources said the

high command has sum-
moned Baghel, AICC’s
Chhattisgarh in-charge, P L
Punia, said the Chief Minister
sought ameetingwith Rahul.
But the arrival of at least 26
MLAs, some ministers and
MPs is seen as a show of
strength by Baghel, locked in
a leadership tussle with state
HealthMinisterTSSinghDeo.
Sources said the issue of

rotationalCMisstillopen,and

the high command wants an
amicable settlement. The ar-
rival of so many party MLAs
signal thatBaghel ismounting
pressure on the central lead-
ership. Themove is seenasan
attempt to send a message
thathehasmajority inthe leg-
islature party.
Baghel and SinghDeo had

metRahulGandhionTuesday
but the issue of rotational CM
was far from resolved. Today,
26MLAs, includingthreemin-
isters, flewtoDelhi.Puniasaid
theMLAshavemovedtoDelhi
on their own and claimed no
one had been called to Delhi
by the leadership.
Ministers Shiv Daharia,

Amarjeet Bhagat and Anila
Bhedia, along with party MP
Chaya Verma and more than
twodozenMLAs, left forDelhi.
Sources said a chartered

plane had been brought to
Raipur airport for theMLAs.
State Congress chief

Mohan Markam said in a
statement that the party is
united and there is no change

in the stand of the party.
OnTuesday,SinghDeoand

Baghel met Rahul and AICC
general secretary K C
Venugopal. Amidst rumors of
changes, Baghel denied any
discussiononchangeofguard.
Back in Raipur on

Wednesday,Baghelheldback-
to-backmeetingswithMLAs.
While boarding the flight

to Delhi on Thursday,
Devendra Yadav, Congress
MLA from Bhilai city, said all
the legislators were going to
Delhi to speak with the lead-
ership on the situation in the
state. “The government is
working under Bhupesh
Baghel’s leadership,” he said.
Singh Deo told the media

that there was never a ques-
tionof rotationalCM.“If aper-
sonplays ina teamthendoes-
n't he think about becoming
the captain? Everyone thinks
about that but the question is
not about his thoughts, it's
about his capabilities. The
high command takes the de-
cision," he said.

KANCHANVASDEV
CHANDIGARH,AUGUST26

AFTERAbannerofrevoltwasraised
againsthimandrebelpartyleaders
sought his ouster, Punjab Chief
MinisterAmarinderSingh,inanap-
parent show of strength, on
Thursdaymetmany partyMLAs
andMPsatadinnerevent,seenasa
retort to the rebels'meeting two
daysago.
Amarinder’s camp claimed

morethan60MLAsandMPsjoined
themeeting, followingan inviteby
his aide and state SportsMinister
RanaGurmitSinghSodhiathisres-
idenceinSector2here.
TheCM’scampreleasedimages

of the dinnermeet but no list of
nameswasprovided.
Amarinder’s media adviser

Raveen Thukral tweeted Rana
Sodhi’sstatement:“I’dinvitedlike-
minded@INCPunjabMPs&MLAs

for dinner. 58MLAs&8MPs gra-
ciouslyacceptedmyinvitation&ex-
pressed the confidence that the
partywouldwinthe2022pollsun-
der the leadership of
@capt_amarinder.Thejourneyhas
startedtoday”.
SeveralMLAsseeninthevideos

releasedbythepartyatSodhi’sres-
idencewere also seen at the rebel
leaders’meetingonTuesday.
BesidesSodhi,eightministers—

ManpreetBadal,VijayInderSingla,
Sadhu Singh Dharamsot, Balbir
Sidhu, Sunder ShamArora, Brahm
Mohindra, ArunaChaudhary and
GurpreetSinghKangar—wereseen
inthevideosamongthosepresent
atthedinnermeet.
Sodhi toldThe IndianExpress, “I

hadinvitedlike-mindedMLAs.They
have reaffirmed faith in Captain
AmarinderSingh.Thisisthestartof
anotherofhisinnings,aswewillwin
the2022electionunderhis leader-
ship.TheCongressstandsunited.”

Chidambaram: No rebellion in
Cong in Punjab, Chhattisgarh
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PANAJI, AUGUST26

FORMER UNIONminister and
senior Congress leader
P Chidambaram Thursday said
there was no rebellion in the
Congress party in Punjab and
Chhattisgarh.
“There is no rebellion in

Chhattisgarh. There is no rebel-
lion in Punjab. You’re perhaps
mixing up Afghanistan. These
are internal matters which are
discussedwithin the party. Did
you describe the Karnataka
changeof guardasarebellion?”
Chidambaramsaid inPanaji.
Chidambaramwasappointed

asseniorAICCElectionObserver

toGoaearlierthismonthtoover-
see theAssembly election strat-
egy.HereachedGoaWednesday
foratwo-dayvisit.
Assembly polls in Goa are

scheduled forFebruary.
“Thetaskbeforeusistogetthe

party battle-ready for the elec-
tionsearlynextyear.Myinitialas-
sessment is that the political at-
mosphereisextremelyfavourable
to the Congress party. By all ac-
counts,includingaccountswhich
Ireadinthemedia,thereisanex-
pectation that there will be a
change in thegovernment anda
new government led by the
Congresspartywillbeformedaf-
ter the elections,” the Congress
leader said at the International
CentreGoainDonaPaula.

Kolkata:TheCentralBureauofInvestigation(CBI)had
registeredninecasesinconnectionwithincidentsof
rape,murderandattempttomurderafter theWest
BengalAssemblyresultswereannouncedonMay2,
sourcesaidonThursday.Theagency,whichwasdi-
rected by the CalcuttaHigh Court onAugust 19 to
take over the said cases, is likely to filemore cases.
Meanwhile,ateamofCBIofficersonThursdayvisited
BJPworkerAbhijeetSarkar'sKankurgachiresidence
in Kolkata to reconstruct themurder sequence.
Another CBI team reached Bhatpara andmet the
familyof amanwhowaskilled inabombblast. “So
far nine cases have been lodged, andmorewill fol-
low...,”saidaCBIofficer. ENS

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

COMINGSOON
HEHASworkedwith three generations of the Gandhi family,
beenaministerwithfourPrimeMinistersandhadbeentheAICC
inchargeof almostall states.GhulamNabiAzadhasbeenanin-
fluential Congress leader and a key party insider formore than
four decades now. One gets to hear that Azad, now one of the
leadingmembersoftheG23group,ispenninganautobiography.
Having seen and been a part of all that has happened in the
Congress in thepast40years, it is tobeseenwhetherhismem-
oirwillbeatell-allbook,giventhefactthatAzadhasalwaysbeen
guardedabout internalpartyaffairs.

DRAWINGTHELIST
KSUDHAKARAN,thenewlyappointedpresidentof theCongress's
Keralaunit,hadbeencampinginDelhiforthepasttwodays,hold-
ingmeetingswithcentralleaders,butthepartyisunabletofinalise
the list of presidents for 14districts. Incidentally, bothOommen
ChandyandRameshChennithala,wholeadthetwodominantfac-
tions in thestateCongress, arekeepingthemselvesawayfromthe
processofselectingDCCpresidents,signalingthatthenewappoint-
mentscouldtriggerafreshroundof feudoncetheannouncement
comes.Also,onegetstohearthatcasteoutfits,suchastheNairService
Society(NSS),toohaveconveyedtheirviewsonappointmentofthe
DCCpresidents. Thepanelpreparedby the stateCongressappar-
entlyhadnamesoftwoleadersfromthebackwardEzhavacastefor
twocentralKeraladistricts,towhichtheNSSdoesnotlike.Moreover,
theabsencewomenonthepanelpreparedbythestateunithasnot
gonedownwellwithCongresspresidentSoniaGandhi.

PHYSICALEVENT
THESWEARING-INeventoftheninenewjudgesofSupremeCourt
nextweek is likely to beheld in the sprawling auditoriumof the
court’snewannexebuilding. Ifallgoesaccordingtoplan, itwillbe
the firstmajorofficialphysicalevent in thecourt since thestartof
thelockdownlastyear.Theonlyothereventstohavebeenheldin
thecourtpremisesrecentlywerethefarewellfunctionsorganised
bySupremeCourtBarAssociationforsomeoftheoutgoingjudges.

Bengal post-poll violence: CBI
files cases, meets victims’ kin

Baghel tomeetRahul again; 26MLAs reachDelhi

NewDelhi:Directingwebsitesto
takedownandstopuploading
certainexplicitvideoandaudio
clipsofaBengaliactor,theDelhi
HighCourtsaidherright topri-
vacyistobeprotected,especially
whenitisherpersonthatisbeing
exhibitedagainstherwill. ENS

In show of strength, Amarinder
meets over 60 party MLAs, MPs

Rawat seeks to be
relieved of Punjab
Congress duties

KANCHANVASDEV
CHANDIGARH,AUGUST26

CONGRESS GENERAL secretary
in-chargeHarishRawathaswrit-
ten to the party high command
requestingthatheberelievedof
theresponsibilityofpartyaffairs
inPunjab,citingthatelectionsin
Uttarakhand are round the cor-
ner and he needed to concen-
trateonthesame, sources said.
Hisrequesthascomeamida

full-blown crisis in Punjab
Congress. On Thursday, Rawat
reachedNewDelhi.
A source said, “He has been

seeking to be relieved for a long
time now as he has to concen-
trate on his election... He has
statedthatheshouldberelieved
ashehas fulfilledhis taskof get-
ting Navjot Sidhu back in the
mainstreamof theparty.”

EXPLICIT VIDEOS: HC
RELIEF FOR ACTOR

New Delhi
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PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,AUGUST26

THEGOVERNMENTonThursday
notified the Drone Rules 2021
withanaimtoliberalisethestrin-
gentregimeforciviliandroneop-
erations that it had established
2018,whenthesedroneswereal-
lowedforthefirsttime.
Theregulationsnotifiedbythe

CivilAviationMinistryhave low-
ered entry barriers— including
cuttingthenumberofregistration
forms tobe filled to five from25,
andthenumberoffeespayableto
fourfrom72—tomakeitsimpler
foroperatorstostartusingdrones.
Significantly,however,there-

strictionsonoperations“beyond
visualline-of-sight”(BVLOS)—in
which there is considerable in-
dustry interest andpotential for
commercial operations—have

notbeenlifted.
Draft liberaliseddroneRules

wereputoutby thegovernment
for consultations last month,
weeksafterthedroneattackonthe
IndianAirForcestationinJammu.
“ThenewDroneRules usher

in a landmarkmoment for this
sectorinIndia.Therulesarebased
on thepremise of trust and self-
certification. Approvals, compli-
ancerequirementsandentrybar-
riers have been significantly
reduced,” Prime Minister
NarendraModisaidinatweet.
The aviation safety regulator,

Directorate General of Civil
Aviation(DGCA)hadbannedcivil-
iandronesinOctober2014.More
than fouryears later, thegovern-
menthad issueda set of rules to
govern the operations of un-
mannedaircraftsystems.
The 2018 Rules categorised

drones according to their sizes,
with separate sets of require-
ments. The Rules, whichwere
overseenbythethenMinisterof
State for Civil Aviation Jayant
Sinha, asked, for the first time in
theworld, drone companies to
have a “no permission, no take-

off” feature built into these air-
craft—somethingthatwouldnot
allowadronetotakeoffwithout
prior registration andnecessary
approvals.
Thegovernmenthasnowsaid

that safety features like ‘no per-
mission, no take-off’, real-time
trackingbeacon,andgeo-fencing,
etc.wouldbenotifiedinthefuture
withaminimumsix-monthlead
timeforcompliance.
The Rules notified on

Thursday have done awaywith
theslewofapprovalsrequiredun-
derthepreviousregime—suchas
having a unique authorisation
number,auniqueprototypeiden-
tificationnumber, a certificateof
manufacturing and airworthi-
ness, certificatesof conformance
andmaintenance, import clear-
ance,operatorpermit,etc.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AMRITSAR,AUGUST26

PRIMEMINISTER Narendra Modi
will virtually inaugurate the reno-
vated Jallianwala Bagh complex in
Amritsar on Saturday evening. The
revampedmonumentwas tobe in-
augurated on April 13 this year, to
mark 102 years of themassacre in
which379peoplehadlosttheirlives,
but ithad tobepostponedowing to
Covid-related restrictions.
Modi,alsothechairpersonof the

Jallianwala BaghMemorial Trust,
will dedicate thememorial to the
public in thepresenceof other trust
members including Union Culture
Minister G Kishan Reddy, Punjab
Chief Minister Captain Amarinder
Singh, Governor VP Singh Badnore,
and parliamentarians from the re-
gion. Chief Ministers of Haryana,

UttarakhandandHimachalPradesh
arealsoexpectedtoattend.Aninvite
has also been sent to Opposition
leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
who is also amember of the trust.
While political leaders will join
throughvideoconferencing,officials
from the Ministry of Culture and
familiesof themartyrswillbepres-

ent on ground for a restricted cere-
mony.
Theeventwillshowcasethemul-

tiple development initiatives taken
by the government to upgrade the
complex.
The entry and exit points have

beenrepositioned,andalotuspond
hasbeenbuiltaroundthemainme-
morial.Fournewgallerieshavebeen
created through adaptive reuse of
underutilisedbuildings in thecom-
plex, say officials from theMinistry
of Culture. These showcase the his-
toricalvalueofeventsthatunfolded
in Punjab during that period,
throughprojectionmappingand3D
representation, aswell as art instal-
lations.
Asoundandlightshowhasbeen

setuptodisplaytheeventsthathap-
penedonApril 13,1919.
Severalnewandmodernameni-

ties have been added, including re-

definedpathsofmovementwithap-
propriate signages; illumination of
strategic spots; landscaping and
hardscapingwithnativeplantation;
and installation of audio nodes
throughout thegarden.Also,newer
areashavebeendevelopedforhous-
ingtheSalvationGround,Amar Jyot
andFlagMast.
Interestingly, justafewdaysago,

on August 15, the Punjab Chief
Minister had inaugurated the
Jallianwala Bagh Centenary
Memorial Park inAmritsar. TheCM
had said the secondmemorial was
“a tribute to theunknownmartyrs”
whohadlaiddowntheirlives,while
the first memorial at Jallianwala
Baghsitewasbuilttorememberthe
martyrs whowere identified. The
secondmemorialhasbeenbuiltover
1.5acresof landat theAmritAnand
Park in Ranjit Avenue, almost 3 km
away fromtheoriginal site.

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,AUGUST26

FACTIONALISMINTamilNaduBJP
has taken anugly turnwith two
relatively new entrants in the
party – state unit chief K
AnnamalaiandYouTuberMadan
Ravichandran–beingatthecen-
treofacontroversythisweekover
allegationsof sexualmisconduct
againstaseniorpartyleaderfrom
theRSS.
Triggering the storm,

RavichandranonTuesdaymorn-
ingreleasedavideo,makingseri-
ousallegationsofsexualmiscon-
duct against BJP state general
secretaryKTRaghavan,apromi-
nent RSS face in the party.
Following the allegations of his
misconductwithawomanparty
worker, Raghavan denied the
charges and resigned from his
post.
Ravichandran’sclaimthathere-

leasedthevideowiththeconsent
ofstateBJPchiefAnnamalaiforced
the latter to issue a statement,
claimingignoranceaboutdetailsof
thevideoalthoughheadmitted
thathewasawareoftheissue.
OnWednesday,Ravichandran

andawomanassociate,weresus-
pended from the party for their
actions,whichwere considered
“againsttheinterestofBJPideals”.
Upset over the action,

Ravichandran released another
videoonThursday, this time tar-
getingAnnamalai.
Thevideo,postedonhispop-

ular socialmedia page “Madan
Diary”,containedRavichandran's
secretly recorded conversation
purportedlywithAnnamalai, in
anattempttoprovethatthestate
party chief knewabout the alle-
gationsagainstRaghavanandthat
hehadalsogivenmultipleoptions
todealwiththeissue.Theoptions
were to release the video and
make the party act or take
RavichandrantoDelhitobrieftop
leaders although itwould take

timeforaction.
Annamalai allegedlyalsoad-

mits thathewasawareof sexual
misconductchargesagainstsenior
leadersinthestateunitbutsayshe
haslimitationsasstatepartychief.
After the tapes were released,
Annamalaididnotissueanystate-
ment andwas not available for
commentwhencontacted.
After the first videowas re-

leased,hehadsaidRavichandran
had approachedhim twice and
thathehadpromisedactionasthe
partychiefbut“notbeforeverifying
thevideoandseekingexplanation
fromtheconcernedpersons”.
Incidentally, Annamalai and

Ravichandran, both in their 30s,
wereamongthosewhowerehur-
riedlyinductedintothepartyahead
oftherecentAssemblyelections.
Party leaders, who did not

want to be named, said several
factorswereinplay.“Thereisafac-
tional feud between senior
Brahmin, mostly RSS-backed,
leadersandnon-Brahminleaders,
who have emerged in recent
monthsandyears,” saida leader.
Quick elevationof non-Brahmin
leaderssuchasLMurugan,firstas
partystatechiefandnowasUnion
minister,andAnnamalaiasparty
chief,may have sidelinedmany
veterans.
A top BJP leader,who previ-

ouslyheldnationalpositions,said
Annamalai shouldhavehandled
the situationbetter after the first
videowasreleased.“Heshouldei-
therresignorchallengethevideo.”
However, other leaders said

the episodewill not impact the
party. “This ismore of a shame.
Peoplearewatchingthis.But it is
notareasonforAnnamalai tore-
sign,”saidaleader.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST26

THE INDIAN Union Muslim
League(IUML)Thursdayletoffits
studentwing leaders accusedof
sexual harassment bywomen
members with a rap on the
knuckles,decidingthatanexpres-
sion of regret on social media
wouldsufficeaspunishment.
Thiswaspartofa“settlement”

announcedbythepartyThursday,
underwhichtheleadersofHaritha,
thewomen’swingof theMuslim
StudentsFederation(MSF),would
havetowithdrawacomplaintthey
madeto thestatewomen’scom-
missionovertheissue.
Thepolicehavealreadyregis-

teredanFIRagainstthethreeMSF
leaders at the behest of the
women’scommission.
Twoweeksback,Harithalead-

ers had alleged that theirmale
counterpartshadmadevulgarre-
marks towards them during a
meeting. They approached the
statewomen’s commissionafter
the IUML leadership failed to act
ontheircomplaint.The IUMLre-
taliated by “freezing” the state
Harithacommittee—evokingan
unprecedentedprotest from the
young women leaders of the
IUMLfeederoutfit.
IUMLGeneralSecretaryPMA

SalamsaidMSFleaderswouldex-
press their regret over the inci-
dent. The decision to freeze the
Harithastatecommitteewouldbe
liftedforthwith,hesaid.

VISHWASWAGHMODE
MUMBAI,AUGUST26

MONTHS AFTER the Supreme
CourtstruckdowntheOBCreser-
vation for local body polls, the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment has devised a formula
to provide an OBC quota —
within the ceilingof 50per cent
reservation— for the upcoming
localelections.
Chief Minister Uddhav

Thackerayhascalledameetingof
all political parties on Friday to
build consensus on the formula
andaformalannouncementcould
bemadeafterthediscussion.
Sources in the government

said that the formulawas dis-
cussedbyleadersoftheMVAand
there is an agreement among
them.“Theproposedformulaisto
provide reservation to theOBCs
minus the SCandST reservation
within the ceiling of 50per cent
reservation,” a cabinetminister
told The IndianExpressoncondi-

tionofanonymity.
Explaining the formula, the

minister said that if SC and ST
reservation is 27 or 25 or 30per
centinadistrict,thentheremain-
ing23or25or20percentreserva-
tionwithin the ceiling of 50per
centwillbegiventoOBCs.
“In thenewproposal, the 50

per ceilingof reservationwill not
be breached by the state. As of
now, there is zeroper cent reser-
vationfortheOBCcommunityaf-
ter itwas struckdownby theSC.
So,withthisformula,theOBCswill
get a certainper cent reservation
inlocalbodiesratherthanzeroper
cent,”addedtheminister.
Sources said that Thackeray

willholdameetingonFridaywith
all political parties, including the
oppositionBJPandMNS.
Thackeray’scall for themeet-

ing comes a day after the state
electioncommission(SEC)issued
directionsto18municipalcorpo-
rationstostartpreparingthedraft
ward boundaries in viewof the
impendingcivicpolls.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST26

CHIEF JUSTICE of India N V
Ramana Thursday flagged the
“disturbing trend” of police per-
sonnel under one dispensation
facingtheirewhenadifferentpo-
liticalpartyassumesoffice.
“Stateofaffairsinthecountry

issad.Whenapoliticalpartyisin
power,policeofficialssidewitha
particularparty.Thenwhenanew
partycomesintopower,thegov-
ernment initiates action against
thoseofficials.Thisisanewtrend,
which needs to be stopped,” CJI
Ramana, heading a two-judge
bench, remarkedwhile granting
protection from arrest to
Chhattisgarh Police Academy's
suspendeddirectorGurjinderPal
Singh.
Singhwasbookedforsedition

andamassingofdisproportionate
assets.
Appearingforthe1994-batch

IPS officer, senior advocate F S
Nariman said Singh served as
AdditionalDGP (ADGP) andwas
director of the police academy,

andnowproceedings under IPC
Section124A(sedition)havebeen
initiated against him. Nariman
saidtherewasnoneedforcusto-
dialinterrogationoftheofficer,as
thechargesheethasalreadybeen
filed.Hesubmittedthatthepres-
ent Chhattisgarh CMhad once
sought Singh's help against his
predecessor.
Senior advocateVikas Singh,

who also represented Singh,
soughtprotectionfromanycoer-
civeaction.
Appearingforthestategovern-

ment, senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi urged the court not to
granthimprotection fromarrest,
sayingthathehadbeenthehead
ofpoliceacademybut“lookathis
conduct;hehasbeenabsconding”.
“Wewillconsiderthesedition

case.Thisisaverydisturbingtrend
and thepolice department itself
isresponsibleforthis...Donotsay
that your client (Singh)was fair,
yourclientmusthaveactedasper
directions of the government of
theday...”thebenchresponded.
AfterChhattisgarhHCrefused

toquash the sedition case, Singh
hadmovedSC.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST26

PRESIDENTRAMNathKovindon
Thursdayappointednine judges
to the SupremeCourt, taking its
total strength to 33 judges, one
shortof fullstrength.
SourcestoldTheIndianExpress

that the judges are likely to be
sworn-in onAugust 31 byChief
Justiceof IndiaNVRamana.
Thegovernment’snod toap-

pointninejudgescomesaweekaf-
ter theSupremeCourtcollegium,
endinganearlytwo-year-longim-
passe, sent its recommendations.
The listhas threewomen,andin-
cludesJusticeBVNagarathna,who
could become the firstwoman
ChiefJusticeofIndiain2027.
JusticeAbhayShreeniwasOka,

ChiefJusticeoftheKamatakaHigh
Court, will be the senior-most
amongtheninejudges.Othersin
thelistinclude,inorderofsenior-
ity, Gujarat High Court Chief
JusticeVikramNath,SikkimHigh
Court Chief Justice J K
Maheshwari, Telangana High
Court Chief Justice HimaKohli,
Karnataka High Court judge
JusticeBVNagarathna,JusticeCT
Ravikumarof KeralaHighCourt,
JusticeMMSundareshofMadras
HighCourt, JusticeBelaTrivediof
GujaratHighCourt,andseniorad-
vocatePSNarasimha.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,AUGUST26

A SPECIAL court in
Muzaffarnagar has rejected the
UttarPradeshgovernment’splea
towithdraw two cases against
BJPMLAUmeshMalik,citingthe
Supreme Court’s direction that
noprosecutionagainstMPsand
MLAscouldbewithdrawnwith-
outtheconsentoftherespective
stateHighCourt.
Malik,anMLAfromBudhana,

was booked alongwith others
under IPC sections 147 (punish-
ment for rioting), 148 (rioting,
armedwith a deadlyweapon)
and149(unlawfulassembly),fol-
lowingademonstrationoutside
ameat factory inMuzaffarnagar
in2006.
“Special Judge Gopal

UpadhyayaonTuesday rejected
the government’s application to
withdraw two cases of Umesh
Malik.Thecourtrejectedthegov-
ernment’s plea citing Supreme
Court'sdirectivethatcasesagainst
MPsandMLAscouldnotbewith-
drawnwithoutthepermissionof
stateHighCourts,”saidNarendra
Sharma,thedistrictgovernment
counsel,addingthatthetwocases
againstMalik -- filed at Shahpur
and Sikhera police stations in
2001 and 2006, respectively –
wererelated.

DIVYAGOYALGOPAL
LUDHIANA,AUGUST26

THE FATEof around210Afghan
Sikhs and Hindus, who were
scheduled tobeairlifted to India,
hung inbalanceonThursday af-
tertwoexplosionswerereported
nearKabul’sairport.
The Pentagonhas so far said

thatsomeciviliansandUSservice
members are among casualties,
evenasaTalibanofficialsaidthat
at least 13 peoplewere killed in
theblast, including children, and
many Taliban guards were
wounded.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress

overphone,KulwinderSingh,who
alongwithotherAfghanSikhsand
Hindus tookshelteratGurdwara
DashmeshPitaGuruGobindSingh
KarteParwaninKabul,confirmed
thatallofthemweresafe.“Noneof
uswereonthewayto theairport
oratthespotwhentheexplosions
happened,”hesaid.
SinceWednesday,abatchofat

least 140 Afghan Sikhs and
Hindus,havebeentryingtoreach
Kabulairport inordertobeevac-
uated toDelhi by air. The group,
however,hadtoreturntothegur-
dwara at around 2 am on
Thursday after a bus ferrying
themcameundergunfirenearthe
airport.Noonewasinjuredandall

the members of the group re-
turnedsafelytothegurdwara.
Withexplosionskillingpeople

outsidetheairportnow,thegroup
members said that theirwait to
returnto Indiamaybecomepro-
longed.Despiteadistanceof just
10kmfromtheairport,theirjour-
neybacktoIndiafeltlikean“eter-

nity”inwaiting,theysaid.
“Wewere traveling in seven

buses and also carrying two sa-
roopsofSriGuruGranthSahib.We
had to board an evacuation
plane...Therewere longqueues
outside theairportandthensud-
denly the firing started...wede-
cided to returnback to thegurd-
waraafter trying invain toget to
theairportfor12hours.Nowwith
theexplosionshappeningnearthe
airport, there isno information if
therewillbeanyevacuationflight
forus,”oneoftheAfghanSikhssaid.
In a statement, theUS-based

United Sikhs, said, “Earlier today
(Wednesday), with assistance
fromteamsontheground,anat-
temptwasmadebya caravanof
ninemini-buses tomake their
waytothenorthgateoftheKabul
InternationalAirport,whichisun-
der the control of theAmerican
forces.Theinitialattemptwasun-
successful due to skirmishesbe-
tweenAmerican forces and the
Taliban fighters. The caravan re-
treated to a temporary safe loca-
tion.Asecondattemptwasmade
late in the evening and early
morninghourstoreachtheNorth
Gate.Thecaravan,thatwasferry-
ing dozens of women and chil-
dren,cameundergunfireasitap-
proachedtheairport.Atleastone
vehiclewashit,butthankfullyno
onewasinjured.”

Ahmedabad: The Gujarat High
Court on Thursday quashed an
orderof theAhmedabadcitypo-
licetoexternaperson,whoisan
accused in an FIR filed against a
crowd protesting the National
Register of Citizens and
Citizenship Amendment Act in
2019, fromseveraldistricts.
Quashingtheexternmentor-

deragainstMohammedKaleem
Siddiqui,thecourtobservedthat
“acitizencannotbesubjectedto
externmentforraisinghisgriev-
anceagainst theGovernment”.
The order against Siddiqui

waspassedbyACP(‘A’division)
of Ahmedabad city on
November 13, 2020, externing
him fromAhmedabad (city and
rural), Gandhinagar, Kheda and
Mehsana districts for one year.
Siddiqui had challenged the or-
derbefore theHighCourt.
A bench of Justice Paresh

Upadhyay passed an order
quashing theorderThursday.

ENS

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,AUGUST26

THEALLAHABADHighCourton
Thursday quashed a decision of
the Aligarh Chief Judicial
Magistrate (CJM) to accept the
police chargesheet against sus-
pendedGorakhpurpaediatrician
DrKafeelKhaninanallegedhate
speechcase.
The case was lodged over

Khan’sspeechatAligarhMuslim
University in December 2019
during theanti-CAAprotests.
Thecourtquashed thedeci-

sion of the CJM court to accept
thechargesheetastheprosecu-
tion sanction was not taken
from the state government be-
fore filing it.
On December 17 last year,

theSupremeCourthadrefused
to interferewithanorderof the
AllahabadHigh Court dismiss-
ing the charges filed against
Khan in thecase.

Police officers facing
ire of new govt a
disturbing trend: SC

IUML ‘settles’ sexual
harassment complaint

HC quashes
court order to
accept Kafeel
chargesheet

INDIAEVACUATES35: IndianandNepalesecitizensonboardabusafterarrivingatHindon
AirForceStationfromKabulonThursday. IndiaThursdaymanagedtoevacuate24of its
citizensand11Nepalnationalsonamilitaryaircraft fromKabul,butscoresofotherplanned
evacuees failedtoreachtheairportamidthesituation intheAfghanistancapital.ANI

UP court rejects
govt plea to
withdraw case
against BJP MLA

Nine new judges
appointed to SC,
total strength
moves up to 33

Inaugurationwaspostponed
duetoCovidrestrictions

PM to inaugurate Jallianwala complex tomorrow

Leh: The armed forces
would not let political
turmoil in any other
country affect India, Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla
saidThursday.
In an apparent refer-

ence to China, Birla, who
is on a three-day visit to
Ladakh, said the “expan-
sionistapproach”ofafew
countries results in bor-
derdisputes.Askedabout
the political crisis in
Afghanistan, Birla said,
“Wehave full faith inour
armed forces that they
wouldn't letpolitical tur-
moil inanyothercountry
[Afghanistan] affect
India.” PTI

Forces won’t let
turmoil outside
affect India: Birla

Afghan Sikhs, Hindus wait
after blasts, Taliban gunfire

TNBJPcaught in
tangleof tapes,
chargesof sexual
misconduct

KT
Raghavan
quitasTN
BJP gensecy
thisweek

Maharashtra plans OBC
quota for local body polls,
CM calls all-party meet

HC quashes
externment
order against
CAA protester

2 Kumbh officers suspended
over fake Covid test nexus
LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW,AUGUST26

UTTARAKHANDGOVERNMENT
onThursdaysuspendedtwoof-
ficers over fake Covid tests al-
legedlydonebyprivateagencies
hiredduringtheKumbhMelain
Haridwarearlier thisyear.
Dr Arjun Singh Sengar, who

was the Mela officer (medical
andhealth),andDrNKTyagi, in-
charge officer (medical and
health) for the Mela, were re-

sponsible for selection of firms
forCovidtestsandmonitoringof
Covidmanagement in theMela
area, a seniorofficial said.
ChiefMinisterPushkarSingh

Dhamiorderedtheirsuspension
and disciplinary action after an
inquiry found them involved in
a nexus with firms engaged in
fake rapid antigen tests during
Kumbh.
Haridwardistrictadministra-

tion had constituted a probe
panel under the district’s Chief
DevelopmentOfficer.

DESPITESOMEeasing,
regulationscontinue to
berestrictivewithre-
spect toBVLOSopera-
tions. TheCivilAviation
Ministryhas so faral-
lowedBVLOSoperations
ona trialbasis in some
cases suchasdeliveryof
vaccines,medicines, etc.
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Landmark, saysPM;however, can’t still flybeyondvisual lineof sight

New drone rules make flying
them easier and cheaper
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TRACKING THE SECOND SURGE

NEWCASES: 43,683
ACTIVE CASES:3,44,724
VACCINATIONS:60,38,46,475

DAILY DEATHS
496

TOTALDEATHS
4,36,861

WEEKLY CFR
1.25%

OVERALL CFR
1.36%

TESTS TODAY: 20,38,277 | TOTAL TESTS: 51,51,67,655

WEEKLY POSITIVITY: 1.95% | OVERALL POSITIVITY: 6.33%

STATESREPORTINGMOSTCASES

STATE NEW ACTIVE WEEKLY TOTAL
CASES CASES POSITIVITY VACCINATION

■Kerala 30,077 1,81,668 17.68% 2,70,12,971

■Maharashtra 5,108 50,393 2.34% 5,48,65,308

■TamilNadu 1,559 18,069 1.02% 2,97,90,533

■AndhraPradesh 1,539 14,448 2.10% 2,70,97,991

■Karnataka 1,213 19,326 0.78% 3,84,50,535

STATESREPORTINGMOSTDEATHS

STATE TODAY’S TOTAL WEEKLY OVERALL
DEATHS DEATHS CFR CFR

■Kerala 162 20,213 0.64% 0.56%

■Maharashtra 162 1,40,245 3.00% 2.20%

■Odisha 66 7,681 5.30% 0.77%

■TamilNadu 26 34,814 1.28% 1.35%

■Karnataka 25 37,231 1.27% 1.27%

Note:DataasonAug26;vaccinationnumbersasofAug25.Deaths includethosefrompreviousdays.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,AUGUST26

WHILEPOLICEareyettomakean
arrest in theMysurugangrapeof
a23-year-oldtwodaysafterthein-
cident,KarnatakaHomeMinister
AragaJnanendrastirredacontro-
versyThursdaybysuggestingthat
thewomanandherfriendshould
havebeenmorecareful.
Hetoldreporters:“Around7-

7:30 pm theywent there. It is a
deserted place, they should not
havegone,butwecan’tstopany-
onefromgoing,theywent. It isa
deserted place and no one usu-
ally goes there.” Attacking the
Congress for raising questions
over the law and order in the
state, Jnanendra also said the
Oppositionwas“raping”him.
Ashisremarksledtoafurore,

Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai,whoisinDelhi,saidhe

did not approve of the same.
Towardstheevening,Jnanendra
apologised and said he was
withdrawinghis remarks.
Police investigating thegan-

grape said the victim and her
friendhad said the accusedhad
madevideosof theincidentand
threatenedtoreleasethemifthe
coupleapproachedtheauthori-
ties. While one person has re-
portedly been detained, no ar-
resthasbeenmadeso far.
Thewoman,anMBAstudent

from outside Karnataka, was
sexually assaulted by four-five
menTuesdaynightinasecluded
areanear theChamundiHills in
Mysuru. Her friendwas beaten
up.Botharehospitalised.While
the woman's injuries were se-
vere and she remains in shock,
she is improving,officials said.
Aseniorpoliceofficersaidthe

accused first demandedmoney
fromthecouple,beforedragging

awaythewomanandrapingher,
andbeatinguptheman.Theyalso
took away theirmobile phones.
Policebelieve theaccusedmight
have been locals fromMysuru,
and are scouring cellphonedata
intheareafromthetimeoftheas-
sault. They are also questioning
ownersof liquorstoresnearbyas
bottlesandcansofliquorwerere-
coveredfromthesiteofthecrime.
Thearea is frequentedby lo-

cal youths to consume liquor,
andseveral incidentsof robbery
have been reported from there.
Sources said awitness saw four
motorcycles near the spot
Tuesdaynight.
OnThursday,AdditionalDGP

Pratap Reddy visited the spot
with other officers. Incidentally,
Reddywas the supervising offi-
cerintheinvestigationintoacase
of sexual assault on amedical
studentofManipalUniversityin
June2013,wherecellphonedata

hadledpolicetotheaccused.
“Weareyet toobtainastate-

mentfromthewoman.Wewant
todoitwithherconsentonceshe
recovers.Weareprobingvarious
anglesbasedon theFIR thathas
beenregistered,”Reddysaid.
Bommai saidhehad spoken

to Reddy and other officers and
told them to report to him di-
rectly.“Basedontheinformation
gatheredandonthebasisof the
tower dump and call data
records, investigations are pro-
ceeding,”hesaid.
At his interaction with the

media earlier in the day,
Jnanendra admitted therewere
concernsaboutlackofpolicepa-
trolling in areas such as where
the gangrape took place. “Rape
hashappenedthere(inMysuru),
buttheCongressistryingtorape
me, they are trying to rape the
HomeMinister,”hesaid.
Expressing shock over

Jnanendra’s statements, state
Congress chief D K Shivakumar
said: “HomeMinister, you have
the onus of protecting the state,
are you not ashamedofmaking
such a shabby remark?... With
thisstatementhehasagreedthat
it is dangerous to venture out
evenat7:30pmunderBJPrule.”
Shivakumar said: “He has

claimed that Congress is raping
him, he is using theword rape
very lightly... it seems he likes
thatword. Iseektheresponseof
BJP leaderson this statement.”
Bommai said he had asked

Jnanendratoclarifyhisremarks.
“Idon'tagreewiththestatement.
My government views these is-
suesveryseriously,”hesaid.
Soon after, Jnanendra held a

press conference to say he had
no intention to hurt anybody
even as he criticised Congress
leaders for seeking his resigna-
tionover thegangrape.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST26

ACTING ON an Enforcement
Directorate(ED)reportthatsaid
thatthejailedformerpromoters
of the real estate groupUnitech
Ltd, Sanjay Chandra and Ajay
Chandra,werehavinga freerun
of Tihar and flouting the jail
manual inconnivancewithoffi-
cials, the Supreme Court on
Thursday directed that the two
menbeseparatedandmovedto
ArthurRoad Jail inMumbai and
Taloja Central Jail in Raigad dis-
trictofMaharashtra.
A bench of Justices D Y

ChandrachudandMRShahtore
into authorities at the capital's
Tihar jail forallegedconnivance
withthetwoaccused.Thebench
said it had lost faith in Tihar au-
thorities,andslammedthecon-
ductofthejailsuperintendentas
“shameless”.
“The Tihar Jail authorities

have acted absolutely in con-
nivancewiththem.Wehavelost
faith intheTihar jailauthorities.
Theyaresittinginthecapitalcity
and enforcing the orders of the
Supreme Court and all this is
happening under their nose.
Absolutely shameless of the
Superintendentof theTihar Jail,
is all we want to say”, Justice
Chandrachud said, mincing no
words.
The court asked why the

Delhi Police Commissioner had
notactedontheconcernsraised
by theEDabout someof the jail
staff in a communication on
August16.
“The Commissioner should

haveimmediatelystartedthein-
quiry...itwashisdutyalsoas the
head of the department... He
shouldnothavewaitedforeven
a single day if these allegations
are found to be true”, Justice
Shahsaid.
The court directed the

Commissioner topersonally in-
vestigatethematterandsubmit
a report in fourweeks.
Theactivitiesthathavecome

to light “undermine theauthor-
ity of the Court andwill derail
theinvestigationwhichhasbeen
ordered by the Directorate of
Enforcement”,thecourtsaid.“In
thecircumstances,weorderand
direct that both the accused,
Sanjay Chandra and Ajay
Chandra, be shifted from Tihar
Central Jail to the premises of
Arthur Road Jail, Mumbai and
Taloja Central Jail, Mumbai, re-
spectively”.
The bench asked the

Supreme Court Registrar
(Judicial) to forward its order to
the DGP, Maharashtra so that
arrangements could be made
immediatelyforhousingtheac-
cused.
Tiharjailauthoritiesdeclined

to comment on the court's or-
ders.

EKTAAMALIK
NEWDELHI, AUGUST26

WHAT EXACTLY is a “size 14”?
Howdoesa“medium”taginthe
US often fit a person with a
“larger”physique in India?
To do awaywith this confu-

sion, an India size survey, titled
INDIAsize, was officially
launched on Thursday. A joint
initiative of the Ministry of
TextilesandNationalInstituteof
Fashion Technology (NIFT), the
aimoftheprojectistointroduce
anewstandardisedsizechartfor
Indiaintheready-to-wearcloth-
ingsector.
While the project was an-

nounced inFebruary2019, it got

delayedbecauseofthepandemic.
“Thetextile sector is thesec-

ond largest employer in the
country andgenerates aboutRs
140 billion, of which Rs 100 bil-
lion isfrom Indian consumers
alone.Weonly export for about
Rs40billion.Theneedforastan-
dard sizing has been there for a
while. Nowwith INDIAsize, we
are conducting size surveys
across six regions of India,
namelyDelhi,Chennai,Mumbai,
Hyderabad, Shillong and
Kolkata,” said Upendra Prasad
Singh, Secretary, Textiles.
“The new sizing chart will

have a size identification num-
ber, which will be created by
mapping, categorisation and
defining of the body size and

type. Currently, only about 18
countriesintheworldhavetheir
ownsizingcharts," saidSingh.
TheDelhi legof thesurvey is

currentlyunderway,andaimsto
reachabout5,700participants.
“Weareusingabout100an-

thropometric data points from
each of the participants. The
study,forusatNIFT,isalsoanex-
ercise in scientific research. It
will have participants fromdif-
ferentagegroups,incomebrack-
etsandvariedethnicities.Allthis
will help us to bring about a
comprehensive and standard-
isedsizechart,”saidShantmanu,
DGNIFT.
“To successfully gather an-

thropometric data from a sam-
ple population, we are using a

safe 3D whole body scanner
technology. It is followingall in-
ternationalprotocolsofnational
sizingsurvey,andthesizingcan
then be used by the apparel in-
dustry,”hesaid.
Themove for an “India spe-

cific” size chart is an echo of a
global conversation doing the
rounds of the fashion world.
Therehasbeena lot of criticism
for labels ofmany international
fastfashionbrands,whousetags
likesmall,large,mediumandex-
tra large todenoteabody type.
“We Indianshaveadifferent

body typewhenwecompare to
Europe.Wedon’thavesuchlong
armsforexample.Asize39,may
fit me on the shoulder, but the
sleevesmayhangbyamile.Also,

we have encountered interna-
tional discrepancies, where a
particular size measures as
mediumformen,andthemeas-
urementislabelledasextralarge
for women,” said Shantmanu.
“We hope the data can be used
inmanyways. Hopefully, creat-
ing our own shoe sizing system
willbenext”.
Initial findings fromthe sur-

vey will be made available in
somemonths,andthewholeex-
ercise is scheduled to be com-
pletedby theendof 2022.
The new size survey has re-

ceivedsupportfromtheClothing
Manufacturers Association Of
India (CMAI). There areplans to
getinternationalclothingbrands
to subscribe and adhere to the

newsizingchart.
“It’s good business sense. A

lotofmoneyandenergyisspent
just returning ill-fitting and
wrong-sizedclothes.Brandslike
H&Mhave shown a positive in-
terestinthemove,”saidNoopur
Anand,professor,NIFTandprin-
cipal investigatorof theproject.
The INDIAsize survey is part

ofalarger“fibre-to-fashion”ini-
tiativeof theMinistryofTextiles.
“Wewant to focus on the larger
fibre-to-fashionnarrative.There
isalottobedone.Wewanttofo-
cus on the technical aspect of
textiles. Also, there are plans to
create seven dedicated textile
parks and our ownmachinery
fortextileproduction,weimport
a lotof it,” saidSingh.

ThenewINDIAsizesurvey,
currentlyunderway

‘M’ in US, ‘L’ here: Govt begins survey to chart India-specific sizes

SC orders Unitech
ex-promoters
shifted to prisons
in Maharashtra

‘FREERUN INTIHAR’

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST26

THE CENTRE Thursday told the
Kerala High Court that the 84-
day gap between two doses of
theCovishieldvaccinewasfixed
as per the recommendation of
theGlobalAdvisoryCommittee
onVaccineSafety.
The courtwas hearing a pe-

titionbyKITEXGarmentswhich
soughtarelaxationinthe84-day
interval for administering the
second dose of Covishield to its
employees. The Kochi-based
companyhadpurchasedthere-
quireddoses foremployees,but
could not distribute the second
doseasthestategovernmentdid
not allow the jab before the ex-
piryof thestipulated interval.
Submitting its response at

the direction of the High Court,
theCentre said thegapensured
bettervaccineefficacy.Thecourt
will take up the matter again
Friday. On Tuesday, while con-
sidering the KITEX plea, the
bench of Justice P B Suresh
Kumar had askedwhether the
intervalwasmeantforensuring
efficacyordue toshortage.

ESHAROY
NEWDELHI, AUGUST26

A RECENT order by the Deputy
Commissioner of Manipur's
Bishnupur district, asking all
governmentemployees, includ-
ing teachers, to get themselves
vaccinated against Covid-19 by
August 31, failing which their
salaries will be withheld from
next month, was on Thursday
challenged in theHighCourt.
Bishnupur Deputy

Commissioner KrishnaKumar's
August 21 order followed two
other similar orders, one by the
state government and the other
byTamenglongdistrictauthority,
which pushed vaccination by
makingitamandatorycondition.
Both orders have since been
stayedbytheManipurHighCourt.
Although Kumar told The

IndianExpressthathehasalready
withdrawnhis order, petitioner
Osbert Khaling, a lawyer who
hadchallengedtheprevioustwo
orders in theHighCourt, saidhe
proceededwithhiscontemptpe-
titionastherehasbeennonotifi-
cationonthewithdrawal.
“I havewithdrawnmyorder

since. Ionlyissuedit inpublic in-
terest.The ideabehindtheorder
wasthatdistrictgovernmentem-
ployeeshavea lotof publicdeal-
ings and come in contact with
people,’’ saidKumar.
He said Bishnupur district

has achieved 70 per cent vacci-
nation and his aim was to
achieve 85per cent vaccination
by theendof September.
According to official data,

1,48,367 people in the district
were vaccinated till August 25.
While 1,23,900 people have
takenthefirstdose,24,467peo-

plehave takenbothdoses.
Kumar’s order said, “…in

view to the increasing threat of
the health... posed by Covid-19
pandemic and the upcoming
stateassemblyelection in2022,
it is mandatory for all govern-
mentemployees..., exceptsome
exceptional cases [comorbidity
and other health issues], to re-
ceiveCovidvaccination.’’
“Incaseofnon-complianceof

this instruction, salary of unvac-
cinatedofficials/staffmaybeput
onhold fromnextmonth, that is
September2021,tillthetimethey
getvaccinated,’’ theordersaid.
Kumar said: “The reason I

mentioned the state elections,
due in February-March, is be-
causework is likely to begin in
October. I didnotwant anygov-
ernmentemployeetousetheex-
cuse of not being vaccinated to
keepawayfromelectionduty.”

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BILASPUR,AUGUST26

THECHHATTISGARHHighCourt
has discharged a 37-year-old
man in a rape case filed against
him by hiswife after observing
that sexual intercourse or any
sexualactwithalegallywedded
wife is not rape even if done by
forceoragainstherwish.
The court, however, did not

grant any relief to themanwho
wasalsochargedunder IPCsec-
tion377 (unnatural offences). It
said no illegality has been com-
mitted in framingothercharges
against theaccused.
Justice NK Chandravanshi

delivered the judgment on
August 23 in a criminal revision
pleafiledbythemanandhistwo
family members, seeking to
quash a rape charge (against
him)andotheroffences framed
against them, their lawyer YC
SharmasaidonThursday.
As per the order, the victim

married the man, a native of
Changorabhata in Raipur, in
2017. After a few days of mar-
riage,thewoman’shusbandand
hertwoin-lawsallegedlystarted
harassingher for dowry.
The woman later lodged a

complaint at the Bemetara po-
lice station of Bemetara district
against the three.
Afterinvestigation,acharge-

sheet under section 498-A
(dowryharassment),377(unnat-

ural offences), 376 (rape), 34
(common intention) of the IPC
wasfiledagainstthem.Afterpro-
vidingopportunityofhearingto
counsels of both the parties, a
trial court had framed charges
against the applicants under
thesesections, theordersaid.
The trio, including the

woman's husband, approached
the High Court seeking to set
asidethetrialcourtorderanddis-
chargethemfromthecharges,in-
cludingthatof rapeagainsthim.
“Counsel for the applicants

submits that the complainant
andtheapplicantNo.1(man)are
legally wedded wife and hus-
band, therefore, none of the in-
gredients to constitute the of-
fencepunishableunderSections
376 and 377 of the IPC are spelt
outagainsthim,because,inIndia,
marital rape is not recognized
andthesameisnotanoffencein
view of Exception II of Section
375of the IPC,” theHCsaid.
Thecounselhadprayed that

theimpugnedorderbesetaside
andtheapplicantsbedischarged
from charges brought against
them, it said.
The order said, “Exception II

ofSection375oftheIPC,referred
toabove,makesitclearthatsex-
ual intercourse or sexual act by
a man with his own wife, the
wife not being under eighteen
years of age, is not rape." The
judgesaidchargeunderIPCsec-
tion 376 (rape) against theman
waserroneousand illegal.

Double murder: Court orders cops to
investigate role of Odisha minister

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST26

ATOTAL of 8,161 childrenwere
orphaned, 92,475 children lost
either parent, and 396 were
abandoned between April 1,
2020andAugust23 this year—
a period that saw the country
battling twowaves of Covid-19
— theNational Commission for
ChildRights(NCPCR)hasstated
in an affidavit filed in Supreme
Court.
TheNCPCRclarified that the

figures culledout fromdataup-
loaded by states and Union
Territoriesonits‘BalSwaraj’por-
taldonot reflectonlydeathdue
to Covid-19; the death of a par-
entinthegivenperiodmayhave
beendue toother reasons too.
Oftotal1,01,032children,who

theCommissionsaidarein"need
of care and protection", 52,532

areboys;48,495girls;andfiveare
transgender. The majority —
40,249children—areinthe8-13
age group, followed by 17,849
childreninthe4-7agegroup.
A state-wise breakup shows

Maharashtrahasthemaximum
number of children—15,401—
in need of care and protection
(lost both or either parent); fol-
lowed by Gujarat (9,033) and
Odisha (8,498).
HearingthematterThursday,

a benchof Justices LNageswara
Rao and Aniruddha Bose said
stateshavetoprotectthesechil-
dren and ensure that their edu-
cationisnotdisruptedatleastin
thecurrentacademicsession.
It said the states and UTs

shouldtalktotheprivateschools
toseeif therecanbeafeewaiver
forthesechildrenandsuggested
thatthestatescanbearthefeeif
the schools are unwilling to
waive it.

LAXMANSINGH
MUMBAI, AUGUST26

TWENTY-TWOpeople,amajor-
ity of them children and
teenagers, tested positive at St
JosephOrphanageandSchoolin
AgripadaatByculla.Of these22,
four children below 12 years,
have been admitted to the pae-
diatricwardofNairHospital.The
remaining 18have been shifted
to Richardson and Cruddas
CovidCareCentreatByculla.
Officials from the

Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) said all of
themareasymptomaticandsta-
ble.Otherthanthefourchildren,
12 are in the 12-18 age group,
while the remaining six are
adults, theBMCsaid.A71-year-
old woman, whoworks in the
orphanage’s kitchen, is among
thepatients.
The development came to

light after two girls of the or-
phanagetestedpositiveMonday.
Ascreeningwas thenorganised
for residents and staff at theall-
women institution.
“We organised a testing

camp at the orphanage on
August24.RT-PCRtestwascon-
ductedon total 95 residents, in-
cludingstaffandchildren,of the
orphanage home. The test re-
ports of 22 came positive on
August25,” saidacivicofficial.

Forced sex with wife
does not amount to
rape: Chhattisgarh HC

Manipur: DC asks govt staff to take jab
or go without salary; challenged in HC

Mumbai: 4
kids among 22
tested positive
at orphanage

Covishield dose
gap based on
efficacy: Centre
to Kerala HC

Noarrest; stateHomeMinister says site
deserted, couple ‘should not have’ visited

MYSURUGANGRAPE

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR,AUGUST26

A COURT on Thursday ordered
police to initiate a fresh probe
into allegations of involvement
ofstateLawMinisterPratapJena
in the murder of a local BJP
leader and his associate in
Odisha’sCuttackdistrict.
On January 2, BJP leader

Kulamani Baral and associate
DibyaSinghBaralwere critically
injuredinanattackbyarmedas-
sailantsnearMahanaga.Thetwo
diedduringtreatment.
The JudicialMagistrate First

ClassCourt inSalepur,hearinga
plea by Kulamani's son
Ramakant, said: “The facts dis-
closedinthepetitionrevealthat
theInvestigationOfficerhasnot
recordedthestatementofama-
terialwitnesswhocansubstan-
tiate the allegations made
againstMinisterPratap Jena.”
Ramakant,whohad filed an

FIR against 13people, including
theminister, accused thepolice
of dropping Jena’s name from
the chargesheet. When con-
tacted, Jena said, “I do notwish
tocommentonthecourt'sorder.
Let the lawtake its course.”
Inhis FIR, Ramakantahadal-

leged that his fatherwasmur-
dered at thebehest of Jena ashe
hadstartedunearthingcorruption
inimplementationofthePradhan
MantriAwasYojna in the region.
Jenahasdeniedtheallegations.
Ten peoplewere arrested in

the case. In the chargesheet by
Cuttack(Rural)police,Jena'sname
wasdroppedas an accused. The
InvestigatingOfficerhadsaidthat
the CDRof all the accusedwere
checkedtofindoutiftheywerein
touchwith theminister but no
callswerefound.Theofficersub-
mittedthatnoneofthewitnesses
corroborated the statements of
thecomplainantonJena.

BRIEFLY
ODISHA

Covidestimates:
19Kdailycases,
1.76Linhospital
Bhubaneswar: Preparing
forthepossibilityofathird
wave of Covid-19, the
Odisha government has
estimated that the daily
caseloadwillcross19,000
cases during the third
peak, 1.5 times higher
than that during the sec-
ondwave. The state gov-
ernment also anticipates
thatover1.76lakhpatients
will be admitted with
nearly22,988patientsre-
quiring ICU support. The
infectedmightinclude12
percentchildrenandado-
lescents and the antici-
patedthirdspellcouldlast
foraround75days,itsaid.

ENS

JAMMU&KASHMIR

2militantsheld
inKishtwar,
weaponsseized
Jammu: The Jammu
Kashmir Police along
withRashtriyaRifles and
CRPF on Thursday ar-
rested two militants in
Kishtwar district and
seized arms and ammu-
nition from them. They
have been identified as
Ashfaq qayoom Tak and
Tousif Giri. Police also
seized one pistol along
with 20 rounds and a
magazine, one grenade,
anemptymagazineofAK
47rifle,twowirelesssets,
onewirelessantennaand
a letter pad of Hizbul
Mujahideenoutfit. ENS

CHHATTISGARH

Onlyfemalewild
buffaloingovt
centredies
Raipur: The sole female
wild buffalo in a conser-
vation centre at
Chhattisgarh's Sitanadi-
Udanti tiger reservedied
Wednesday night. The
state animal is on the
verge of extinctionwith
lessthan20ofthespecies
left in Chhattisgarh. The
conservation centre had
only one female and
three males, an official
said. Now, no more fe-
malewildbuffalosareleft
in the reserve, one of the
habitatsofthespecies,ac-
cordingtoanactivist.ENS

ASSAM

Unionminister
honours75
Assamcitizens
NewDelhi:UnionMinister
Rameshwar Teli on
Wednesdayhonoured75
eminent citizens from
AssamaspartoftheAzadi
kaAmritMahotsav at the
ONGCoffice premises in
Nazira, Assam. Teli hon-
ored freedom fighters
alongwiththosewhocon-
tributed to the nation in
the fields of agriculture,
science, sports, education
and social service. They
were residents of
Sivasagar, Jorhat and
Golaghat districts. The
ONGCDirector (Onshore)
said these soldiers are
iconsandworthyofemu-
lationbyothers. ENS

Covid-19: Over 1 lakh children
need care, protection, SC told

New Delhi
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WHO’S IN CHARGE?
Leadershipvacuumat thetop ishurtingCongresseven in
strongholds,mayweakenfightbackofnationalOpposition

THECONGRESSFOOTPRINThasshrunkandthegrandoldpartynowhaschief
ministersinonlythreestates—Punjab,ChhattisgarhandRajasthan.Arevival
of theparty’s electoral prospects is contingent on its guarding the fortresses
while rallying troops in other states. By all accounts, however, that seems a

tall challenge for theparty, as infightinggrows louder and thehigh command isunable
tokeepthepeace.InPunjab,itwokeuplatetoasimmeringrebellionagainstChiefMinister
Amarinder Singhand tried to resolve the crisis byappointingNavjot SinghSidhuas the
PCC chief, but the dissenters have nowdemanded that a new leader be the face of the
party’s campaign for assembly elections due in about sixmonths. In Chhattisgarh, the
differencesbetweenCMBhupeshBaghelandseniorministerTSSinghDeoforcedRahul
Gandhi to intervene, but there is no sign that the two leaders have buried their differ-
ences. The factional feud inRajasthan that nearly cost theCongress its government last
yearcouldreviveatanytime.Thepicturethatemergesisofapartywithnocaptainatthe
helm,orahighcommandunable todrawred lines inacrisis.
FactionalfeudshavebeenintrinsictotheCongresssinceitsformation,andsplitshave

not been uncommon either. But those were causedmore by ideological differences.
Subsequently, leadersdrivenbypersonalambitionshavemovedoutnotjusttoformtheir
ownoutfits but also to join or allywith ideological opponents— formerCongress lead-
ers head governments inWest Bengal, Assam,Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh andTelangana. In recent times, the dots can be connectedwith a visibly deep-
eningleadershipcrisis—theCongresshasbeenwithoutafull-timepresidentsinceRahul
Gandhiquitafterthe2019electiondebacle.SoniaGandhihassincetakenoverasinterim
president, but that hasnothelped to stanch thebleeding. In stateswhere the rebels are
leaderswho command support at the grassroots, the high command seems unable to
enforce itswrit or discipline. And the leadership vacuumhas emboldenedwarring fac-
tions to ignore the directives from the indeterminate top to reconcile their differences.
Central emissaries — senior leaders likeMallikarjun Kharge andHarish Rawat— have
failed toget thedissenters to fall in lineormake state satrapsdeliver on their promises,
mainlybecause thehighcommandhas lostauthority. Theabsenceof a fleet-footedand
decisivecentral leadershiphelpedtheBJPoutsmarttheCongress inGoaandManipur in
2017, and led to thecollapseof theKamalNathgovernment inMadhyaPradeshandthe
JD(S)-Congressalliance inKarnataka in2020.
ArudderlessCongress isbad for itself, and it is also likely tohurt theprospectsof the

Opposition,which seems to sense anopening in the government’smanagement of the
pandemic.TheCongresscontinuestobeinapolepositionintheoppositionspace.Butthe
partyneeds tourgently set itshouse inorder if itwants toassume leadership.

THE INDORE TEST
Mobassaultonbangle-seller,political silence inaftermath,
challengeCMChouhan’s recordas leaderandadministrator

THEATTACKONaMuslimbangle-sellerinanIndoreneighbourhoodisanother
exampleof aHindutvamob targetinga citizen forhis religion, on thepretext
of “protectingHinduwomen”. TheMadhya Pradesh government’s response
totheviolencehasbeentoletthecommunalpotsimmer.Whilethepolicear-

rested fourmen for abusing and thrashing TasleemAli for daring to step into a “Hindu
area”,HomeMinisterNarottamMishraappearedtocondonetheviolence,allegingthatAli
had used a “Hindu name” and owned two Aadhaar cards. Subsequently, Ali has been
bookedandarrestedoncharges,amongothers,offorgeryandattemptingtoharassthemi-
nordaughterofoneofthemenaccusedofassault.Meanwhile,organisationsthatclaimto
“protectHindurights”havetakenoutralliesinthecity,ratchetingupthedivisiverhetoric.
TheattackonAli followsafewcommunallysensitive incidents in Indore.
TheapparentsilenceandinactionofChiefMinisterShivrajSinghChouhan,whoisbest

placed to calmtensionsanddefuseprovocative situations, is, therefore, all themoredis-
turbing.Thecommunalbelligerenceonpublicdisplaywas,byandlarge,absentinhisear-
lier three termsas chiefminister.Within theBJP, Chouhanhadearnedhimself a reputa-
tion forbeinga leaderwithan instinct formoderationandconsensus. Inhis fourth term
aschiefminister—inwhichpowerhasbeenwrestednotbymandate,butbythefallofthe
Congress government—he appears to be on visibly unsure ground, asministersmore
adeptatrabble-rousingare increasinglyseenandheard.Signsofhimsheddingamoder-
atepersonacame in January this year,whenhe threateneda lawagainst “stone-pelters”
as unrest in theMalwa region followed an aggressive fund collection drive for the Ram
templeinAyodhya.ThestategovernmentalsofollowedtheUPexamplebyendorsingthe
paranoiaover“love jihad”withananti-conversionbillagainst inter-faithmarriage.
Chouhan’s recordof providingastablegovernment,his recent standagainst the real

estatemafia, and Indore’s reputationas a citywhere civic governancehasbenefitedor-
dinary people are all put at risk if communal antagonisms are allowed to play out
unchecked.Inmanypartsof thecountry,majoritarianmobilisationhaslicensedviolence
against ordinaryMuslims, threatening to divide cities and villages into spaces for “us”
and “them”, and reduce citizens to their religious identities. Down this road lie social
disharmonyandmoreviolence.TheMadhyaPradeshChiefMinistermustendthissense
of drift, andarrest thispoliticsof unreason.

WHAT XI THINKS TODAY
Chinesepresident’sthoughtsarenowpartof schoolcurriculum.

Butcanhebankondeferenceofacaptiveaudience?

X IJINPINGISlivingthepatriarch'sdream.Likemenofacertainageandtypeon
every familyWhatsApp group, he has “thoughts” onmorality, politics, na-
tionalism,character,everything.TheonlydifferenceisthatXiisarguablythe
mostpowerfulChinese leader sinceMaoZedongandhehasacaptiveaudi-

ence of a billion. So, in schools and colleges across China, studentswill nowhave to sit
throughlecturesonXi's“fundamentalprinciples”to“cultivatethebuildersandsuccessors
of socialismwithanall-roundmoral, intellectual,physicalandaestheticgrounding”.
China'ssupremoishardlytheonlypolitical leadertowantwhat'sonhismindtobethe

talkoftheclassroomandthenation.Or,haveaninflatedsenseofself-importance.Sincethere
isnoopposition inaone-partystate—whenit raises itshead, it is instantlycriminalised—
theGreatLeadercanperhapsbeforgivenfor insistingthatanentiregeneration imbibes,as
dogma,hisversionofMarxismalongwithhisplansforanancientcivilisation.Butwhatthe
manonthepulpitoftenforgetsisthatthesetop-downlecturescanbecounterproductive.
Asanyonewhohassatthroughaninterminableschoolassemblywillattest,studentsare

not swayedby thehigh-minded tripe thatemanates fromoldmen inpower. In fact, even
themostwell-meaning lecturebyaschoolorcollegeprincipal is instantlysatirisedbythe
“back-benchers”.Foryears,educatorsaswellasparentsandgrandparentshavetriedtoin-
stilsanskarintheirwards.Theyhaveneverquitesucceeded.What“strongleaders”,inChina
andbeyond,must bewary of is the subdued sniggering in thebackof the room.And the
youngmenandwomen,whomayonedaypointout that the fine fabric theyweavewith
theirwordsis, infact, see-through.

RadhaKumar

AmitabhKundu

Why,onAfghanistan, Indiamustnotsendmessage
ofwaitandwatch,orof retreat

AN UNEVEN BURDEN
Pandemicmaynothaveclassor communitybias. Its economic falloutdoes

ONTHURSDAY,EXTERNALAffairsMinisterS
Jaishankarbriefed theOppositionparties on
India’sAfghanistanpolicy in thewakeof the
Talibantakeover.Themain focusofhisbrief-
ingwas on India’s evacuation effort, but he
alsoaddedthattheIndiangovernment’spol-
icyistowaitandwatch.
Thebriefingappearstoleaveasmuchun-

saidassaid.Onevacuation, theModiadmin-
istration has prioritised safe passage for our
citizens andminorities of Indian origin over
ourAfghanallies. Indeed,theHomeMinistry
has gone even further: It now says that any
AfghanswishingtoevacuatetoIndiamustap-
plyfore-visas,andallotherexistingvisaswill
not be honoured. This is a breathtaking de-
mandtomakeofpeopleinhiding,manywith-
out internetaccess.Arewesimplyabandon-
ingtheAfghanswhoworkedforourembassy
and consulates, students on Indian scholar-
ships,humanrightsdefenders,MPsandoffi-
cialswhomightbeunderthreat?OneAfghan
MP,whoflewtoDelhifromIstanbultoseeher
doctor, has already been turnedback, to our
eternalshame.
The urgency to leave is as great, if not

greater, for Afghans. The Taliban oppose the
flight of Afghans and have already started
turning them away from the airport road.
While theUSandUKhaveprioritisedevacu-
ationoftheircitizens,ashaveothercountries,
theyhave also transported out thousands of
Afghanswhoworkedwiththem.
Bycontrast, thenumberofpotentiallyat-

riskAfghansthatwehaveevacuatednumber
a fewdozen, includingHindu and Sikhmi-
norities. TherecentevacuationonAugust24
of 78people, including Indiannationals and
members of minorities, suggests that our
planesmightbeflyinghalf-empty.Giventhe
Taliban’sbanonevacuatingAfghans,itisnow
vital forourgovernment toseektonegotiate
theirtraveltoIndia,eitheronitsownorintan-
demwith thoseG-7 countries that pledged
theywould negotiate safe passage for both
foreignersandAfghanswhowishtoexit,be-
yondtheAugust31deadline.Whenitcomes
to students, especially, our case should be
strong.Theyarenotseekingtofleethecoun-

try;theyareavailingofeducationalopportu-
nities thatwill enable them to contribute to
Afghanistan’sdevelopment.
Inviewof theabove,whetherwecancall

waiting andwatching a policy option is de-
batable; arguably, it ismore akin to abnega-
tionofresponsibility.Indeed,itisnotclearthat
theModiadministrationiswaitingandwatch-
ing. Indian diplomats have already begun to
focus internationalattentiononthethreatof
terroristrevivalfollowingtheTalibantakeover,
ashaveseveralothercountries.Terrorismhas
been India’s chief focus since assuming the
presidencyoftheUNSecurityCouncil.Inother
words,wewillwaitandwatchwhenitcomes
tothefast-changingeventsinAfghanistanbut
willwarnproactivelyagainstthepotentialre-
vivalof terrorist threats.
Fewwilldenythatthereissuchapotential

threat, despite theTaliban’s assurance to the
contrary. Indeed, threatshavealreadybegun
to escalate at the Kabul airport. But to focus
solelyonthisissue,disregardingnotonlyour
obligations to the thousands of Afghans
whomweworkedwithandtheinfrastructure
thatwebuilt,butalsootherkeythreatsdueto
therapidlychanginggeopoliticsofourregion,
displaysfatalism.Mostofourneighboursand
the great andmiddle powers are engaging
withtheTaliban;notonlytopursuetheirown
interests but also to createmechanisms to
holdtheTalibantotheirstatedcommitments,
forexampleonhumanandwomen’srights.
At the recently concluded session of the

UNHumanRightsCouncil,theUNHighCom-
missioner forHumanRights,MichelleBach-
elet,calledforamonitoringmissiononhum-
anrightsinAfghanistan,butthecouncilvoted
inawatered-downresolutionaskingBachelet
to report on the situation at its next session.
Reportedly,theIndianrepresentativedidnot
refertotheresolutionatall,thoughhestressed
theneed for humanitarian assistance, an in-
clusivegovernmentandnosanctuariesforthe
Lashkar-e-TaibaandJaish-e-Mohammed.
TheG-7 similarlywatereddowncalls for

sanctionsiftheTalibandonothonourpledges
on girls’ education— to demand a commit-
menttoeducationforgirlsonlyuptotheage

of 18. In effect, the resolution accepted the
Taliban’sdecreeinHeratthatco-educationis
notacceptable,evenatthepost-graduatelevel.
Whilethismaypermitall-girls’schoolstocon-
tinue,thesamedegreeofdemandisunlikely
at thepost-graduate level,unless theTaliban
actively encourage the setting upof all-girls’
colleges, something the international com-
munityisyettoseek.
SeveralEUmember-statesarealreadycall-

ingforfirmeractiononhumanrights.Thisde-
manddoesnot conflictwith other demands
that the Taliban appear to be trying to fulfil
andthathavewidespreadinternationalsup-
port, for example, continuing negotiations
withformerPresidentHamidKarzai,headof
peace negotiations Dr Abdullah and the
Panjshiri resistance,withwhomtheyare re-
portedlytryingtoagreeaceasefire.
From the Indian statement at the UN

Human Rights Council, it appears that the
Modiadministrationmightcontributetohu-
manitarianaidforAfghanistanunderTaliban
rule, so long as the Taliban adhere to the red
line on anti-India terrorist groups. The same
levers — aid, the chair of the UN sanctions
committee and support for an inclusive
Afghan government— can also be used for
evacuation, pressure on human rights and,
down the line, trade access to Central Asia.
Wait andwatch cannot, surely, entail losing
the gainsmadewith Central Asia through
commonconcernsoverAfghansecurityand
thestabilityandeconomicgrowthofitsneigh-
bours. At present, themessageweare send-
ingouttothesecountriesisoneofretreat.This
isnotamessagewecanaffordtosend,when
ChinaandPakistanarecementingtheirpower
intheregion,alongwiththeirallianceagainst
India.NorcanweaffordtoalienatetheTaliban
tothepointthattheyaffordsanctuarytoanti-
Indiagroups.Engageandexpandyour lever-
ageismorepracticalthanretreatandletChina
andPakistangainground(akawaitandwatch
tomany).

Kumarisawriterandpolicyanalyst.Her
latestbookisParadiseatWar:APolitical

HistoryofKashmir

A BANGLE-SELLER, whom Sarojini Naidu
wouldhavedescribedas selling “lustrous to-
kensofradiantlives”,wasbeatenupforcarry-
ingouthisbusinessunderanassumedHindu
name.This isnotan isolated incidentnor is it
specific to theBJP eraof governance. Several
Muslims, includingcelebrities, haveaccepted
Hinduorsecularidentitiesjusttohavegreater
acceptabilityinthepublicdomain.Incidentsof
suchviolencearealsonotuncommon.Onehad
onlyhopedthatcommunalprejudiceswould
disappearorgetlesssevereovertimebutthat,
unfortunately,doesnotseemtobehappening.
Whileonemayacceptordebate the issuesof
stateprotectionforcows,“lovejihad”anddis-
incentivestopersonsforhavingmanychildren,
thesebeingusedasanalibiforharassingordi-
narycitizensmustnotbetolerated.
With the start of the pandemic inMarch

2020, therewere rumours of certain social
groups being super-spreaders. These got
linkedwith socialmediamessages urging
people to boycott purchase of commodities
and servicesmarketed by the groups. These
werenotedbutmostlydownplayedbypolit-
icalleaders,civilsocietyandmedia.Theques-
tion is: Did they affect labourmarket out-
comesdifferentlyfordifferentcommunities?
The recent Periodic Labour Force Survey

for2019-20bringsoutthechangesintheem-
ployment structureandearningsofworkers
of different communities in rural andurban
areasduringApril-June2020(pandemicquar-
ter) compared to theprecedingquarter, Jan-
March 2020 (pre-pandemic quarter) or the
corresponding quarter in the previous year
(April-June 2019). This suggests that the dif-

ferentialimpactofthepandemiconthelabour
market,capturedthroughchangesinthefirst
twoquarters of 2020, has not been inconse-
quential.Thedeficitsinthepandemicquarter
comparedtothecorrespondingquarterinthe
precedingyear across communities showsa
similarpattern,andhencehavebeenexcluded
hereforthesakeofbrevity.
The self-employedhad to bear the brunt

of the onslaught of the pandemic. The per-
centageofpeoplewhodidnotwork(report-
ingnoworkduringthereferenceweek)went
up from6.1per cent in rural and7.6per cent
inurbanareasinthepre-pandemicquarterto
15.6percentand29.9percent,respectively,in
thepandemicquarter.Therisewasextremely
unevenacrosscommunitiesandgender.
In rural areas, the percentage of persons

with no work among the self-employed
among the SC/ST population,Muslims and
others (non-SC/ST and non-Muslim) in-
creasedfrom6.9percent,8.6percentand5.5
percent,respectively,to15.1percent,27.5per
centand13.7percent,respectively.Clearlythe
impactwasstarkestforMuslims,followedby
the SC/STs. A similar story emerges in urban
areas, but the impacthere is farmore severe
(due to higher compliance of lockdown re-
strictions) but not as differentiated across
communitiesasinruralareas.Peoplewithno
workformed7.7percent,11percentand7.1
per cent of SC/STs,Muslims and others, re-
spectively,andthesewentupto39.2percent,
42.6per cent and39.3per cent, respectively.
Muslimsstandoutwiththehighestrateofun-
employment. The unemployment rate also
wentupsharplyforwomenfrom6.3percent

to44percentoverthisperiod,thecorrespon-
ding figures formen being 7.8 per cent and
39.0percentrespectively.
Thefall inaverageearningsfollowsasim-

ilar pattern. In rural areas, monthly earnings
duringtheCovidquarterwere9percent less
than the average for the year 2019-20. The
deficit,however, is21percent inurbanareas.
Muslims, in rural areas, recorded themaxi-
mumdeclineof13percent,whilefortheoth-
ers,itwasclosetotheaverage.SC/STssuffered
theleastdamage,possiblyduetotheindispen-
sablenatureoftheirservices.Thegapforboth
menandwomenturnedouttobeabout9per
cent,similartotheaverageinruralareas.
Inurbanareas, the fall in earningsduring

thepandemicquarter isveryhigh.Themaxi-
mum loss suffered—27per cent— is by the
SC/ST community. For theMuslims and the
others, the corresponding figurewas 20per
cent.TheearninglossforMuslimsislessthan
theiremploymentloss.Thissuggeststhattheir
job losseshavebeenmoreat the lower level.
In the case of the SC/ST population, earning
losseshavebeenacrosstheboard,resultingin
higherearningdeficitsthantheMuslims.The
deficit ismarginally higher forwomen than
men,despiteahighdeficitinemployment.This
againcanbeexplainedintermsofgreaterloss
of jobsforwomenatthelowerlevel.
The pandemicmay not have a class or

communitybias,butitseconomicfalloutcer-
tainlyseemstohaveit.

Thewriter isresearchadvisor,OxfamIndia.
AssistanceofKVarghese, JNU, indataanalysis

isacknowledged

Indeed, it is not clear that the
Modi administration is
waiting and watching. Indian
diplomats have already
begun to focus international
attention on the threat of
terrorist revival following
the Taliban takeover, as have
several other countries.
Terrorism has been India’s
chief focus since assuming
the presidency of the UN
Security Council. In other
words, we will wait and
watch when it comes to the
fast-changing events in
Afghanistan, but will
warn proactively against
the potential revival of
terrorist threats.

In urban areas, the fall in
earnings during the
pandemic quarter is very
high. The maximum loss
suffered — 27 per cent — is
by the SC/ST community.
For the Muslims and the
others, the corresponding
figure was 20 per cent. The
earning loss for Muslims is
less than their employment
loss. This suggests that their
job losses have been more at
the lower level. In the case of
the SC/ST population,
earning losses have been
across the board, resulting in
higher earning deficits than
the Muslims.
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Some foreignerswith full bellies and
nothing better to do engage in
finger-pointing at us.— Xi JinpingTHEEDITORIALPAGE

Connect with Kabul

MIRAGE DEAL
FRANCE IS EXPECTED to sign a deal with
India for the supply of the latest version of
themultipurposeMirage jets, according to
French sources.When the negotiations are
completed,India,will,forthepresent,receive
150 aircraft of which 40 will be built in
France, 65 in India, and 45 partly in France
and India. The value of the contract is not
known.ButtheTimesofLondonhassaidthat
preliminary arrangements had beenmade,
runningintoabout900millionpounds.The
mode of payment is yet to be negotiated. A
draft of the agreementwill be drawnwhen
an Indianmilitarymission visits Paris next

month. The final agreementmay be signed
within twomonths.

MINISTER FACES FLAK
THE COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER C M
Stephens faces a breach of privilege charge
forinterceptionof lettersaddressedtomem-
bers of Parliament. The Rajya Sabha secre-
tariat is considering a notice sent by L K
Advani,leaderoftheBJPintheHouse.Advani
hascondemnedStephen’sstatementthatin-
terceptionofmailwaspermittedby law.He
said the IndiaPostOfficeActwasenacted in
1898 by imperialists and used against peo-
plewhosepublic activitiesweresuspected.

ZAIL SINGH BYPASSED
MAJORADMINISTRATIVEDECISIONSunder
thepurviewof theHomeMinistryarebeing
takenbythePrimeMinister’sSecretariatand
theHomeMinisterZailSinghisjustinformed
about them. P C Alexander, Principal
Secretary to thePM, andKrishnaswamiRao
Sahib, Cabinet Secretary, mostly attend to
thesematters.

ANGOLA THREAT
ANGOLA HAS THREATENED to send in
Cubantroopstorepulseablitzkrieg-stylein-
vasionbySouthAfrican forces.

AUGUST 27, 1981, FORTYYEARSAGO
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“THE troubling issue of forced conversions continues to be viewed largely
through a majoritarian lens. Such an approach will further demoralise and
alienate non-Muslims in the country and lead Pakistan further adrift from its
international obligations.” —DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

For women victims and
survivors of rape and
abduction, memory is messy
— betrayed by their families,
often coercively relocated by
the state, sold into slavery by
abductors, sometimes
coercively married. How can
this be forgotten? And yet,
how must it be remembered?
Clearly, there’s nothing
simple about memorialising
traumatic histories. Many
countries have put in place
important experiments with
memory, always with the end
goal of healing, reconciling,
acknowledging, learning
from our mistakes. Despite
many moments of terrible
violence in their histories,
India and Pakistan have
made no such attempts.

HOWISone to judge thestateof theecon-
omy?GDPgrowth estimates range froma
highof11percent, asper thegovernment,
to9.5percentasperRBI,whileprivatefore-
castscouldgolower.CARERatings’forecast
is 8.8-9 per cent. The variation is stark. A
ridiculously priced stockmarket and high
corporate profits have beenused to vindi-
cate the view that the economy is on the
high growth path. Can one take a dispas-
sionateview?
Three things should be kept in mind

whenevaluatingthestateof theeconomy.
First, since the economy contracted by 7.3
percentin2020-21,allnumberswillbeex-
aggerated in the upward direction. Hence
bewareofanybiggrowthnumberbeingin-
terpretedas indicatingarecovery.
Second, because of the lockdowns this

year for twomonths, June is bound to be
better thanMay and July better than June
and soon. Thus, bewareof interpretations
based on single-month data. Cumulative
numbersarebetterattimes,butcanbemis-
leading too.
Third, what ismore important is how

things will play out during September-
Decemberasthisisthefestival-cum-harvest
seasonwhichengendersspendingnormally.
And last, one should sift through the

noise in themedia, where the optimistic
stance that the pandemic is behindus and
thereisaccelerationintheeconomycantend
to be overstated. Oftenpolicies announced
are interpreted as having already led to re-
sults. A classic example is the Production
Linked Incentive scheme,which is a great
policybutwillworkonlyafterthreeyearsas
thosearethetermsofengagement.Speeches
andpresentationsmadeonthissubjecttend
to be biased in a positive direction. Ask the
question— are jobs being created and are
peoplespendingmore?
Several indicators are used as leading

signals of the economy. But here, too, we
needtobecareful.PMIsformanufacturing
andservices tellus ifwearebetteroff than
the previousmonth. But that is not how
data is normally presented as we usually
talkofyear-on-yeargrowth.Butitisanearly
signalforsure.TheIIPandcoresectornum-
bers will be influenced by base numbers
and comewith a lag. Exports have been
toutedasbeingadriveroftheeconomy.But
remember exports fell by around 17 per
centlastyear.GSTcollectionsareagoodin-
dicator of consumption but tend to be
volatile. Besides, the Centre has estimated
already that it will have to borrow Rs 1.5
lakh crore to compensate states this year,
whichmeans that therewill be shortfalls
again.Weneedtolookatthebiggerpicture

and not get swayed by headlines stating
thatwe have clocked over Rs 1 lakh crore
collections for the“nth”month.
The best indicators on the state of the

economy come from the financial sector.
Bank credit is a good indicator of whether
companiesareproducingmoreasallactiv-
ity requiresworking capital. Here, thepic-
tureisnotgoodasgrowthis (-)0.4percent
as of July end, indicating that activity has
not picked up yet. The SMEs, in particular,
havebeenaffectedinthesecondroundand
will take time to recover. Several services
likeentertainmentandretailmallshavenot
yetcommencedoperationsonareasonable
scale. Hotels and restaurants have just
started commencing operations in some
states. Therefore, credit growth is in the
negative territory.
Thedebtmarkettellsusif investmentis

onthecards.Therehasbeena lotof talkon
variousschemesbeingimplementedforre-
viving investment. If thiswere happening,
moneymust be raised. Debt issuances are
lower in the first fourmonthsat aroundRs
1.25 lakh crore,which is half of theRs 2.57
lakh croremobilised last year. Therefore,
the investment scenario is still onewhere
companiesarewatchful.Thereissurplusca-
pacity in industrywith utilisation rate be-
ingat69.4percent inMarch2021.
A pragmaticway to look at things is to

observethepatternsinthecomingmonths.
Ruraldemandisanintegralpartofthestory
and presently progress on the kharif crop
is satisfactory. There are concerns on cot-
tonandoilseedsandSeptemberwillbecrit-
ical here to judge if theareaunder cultiva-
tion reaches normal levels. A good crop is
alsonecessarytogeneratespendingpower
besidesaugmentingsuppliesinthemarket
aswellasfoodprocessingindustry.Thesec-
ond wave has pushed back rural house-
holds with more expenditure on health
care. This canbe reflected in lower spend-
ingpostOctober.
Employmentgenerationisatrigger for

higher income and spending and while
the battle between CMIE and EPFO data
remains unresolved, the market will fi-
nally reveal if people have more money.
Inflationishighandthoughthere isaview
that it is transient, thismaynotbethecase
asseveralhouseholds,whoare livingona
fixed income have witnessed a double
whammy in the formof lower returns on
deposits (that’s why everyone is flocking
to the stock market), and cumulative in-
flationof6percent lastyear,andasimilar
number this year. The pent-up demand
storyplayedout toanextent lastyearand
expecting it to be replicatedmay be bor-
dering on reckless optimism.
Investment will trail consumption

and while the Centre has a good capex
plan, it is only one piece in the overall
puzzle. The private sector must get in-
volvedandwith thebanksbeinghesitant,
the road can get longer.

Thewriter isChiefEconomist, CARERatings
andauthorofHits&Misses:The Indian

BankingStory.Viewsarepersonal

LONG YEARS AGO, in a crowdedmarket in
Amritsar,Mangal Singh, a Partition refugee,
recountedhisstorytome.Togetherwithtwo
ofhisbrothers,MangalSinghhadkilled—he
saidmartyred—18membersofhisownfam-
ily, mostlywomen and children, because of
the fear that they could be raped, abducted,
impregnatedand, if thathappened, the“ho-
nour”of thequamwouldbecompromised.
Hewasnotaloneinthis,overtheyearsas

I researched Partition, this narrativewould
appear again and again— inDelhi, inAlwar,
in Thoha Khalsa, in Thamali, men killed
women of their own families ostensibly to
“protect” them. Today, because of thework
of Partition scholars, this violence is known,
but, at the time, thenarrativeof Partitionvi-
olencewas so overwhelmingly onewhere
the killers were the “others” that such ac-
counts had no place in them.We could not
admit thatwehadbeenviolent too.
Atthetime,IaskedMangalSinghhowhe

haddealtwiththeknowledgeandthegriefof
what he had done, how he had lived with
those terriblememories of, yes, massmur-
der.Hesaid, “Lookaroundyouat this landof
the Punjab.We call it sone di chiria,wehave
put all our forgetting into this land,wehave
irrigated itwithour tears.”
Later, he tookme to the Golden Temple

where, engraved in the walls, were the
names of the entire lost family. Every year,
on the anniversary of their death, Mangal
Singh came to the gurdwara andprayed for
peaceand forgiveness.
The stories of men killing the “weak” in

theirownfamilieswerenottheonlyonesthat
emerged. Close on their heels came the sto-
ries of women, their mass abduction and
rape,themutilationof theirbodies,theways
inwhich theywere treatedasproperty.
This,too,wasn’tsomethingwecouldonly

layatthedoorofthe“other”forplentyofmen
of our “own” did this to our “own”women
(Current histories of political violence have
shownhowpractisedwe are at sexually as-
saulting our “own”women). And yet, here
too the overwhelming narrative was that
“our”womenwere violated by “their”men,
and the “we” and “they”weredefinedquite
unproblematically in termsof religion.
Intheory,Partitionwasdoneanddusted

in1947.But thememoriesdonotendthere.
Norcantheyonlybesetatthedoorof “mad-
ness”or junoon. Takeuntil recently therela-
tively unknown history of Marichjhapi,
where lower-caste “untouchable” refugees,
who were not welcome in the eyes of the
state, were sent after being moved from
place to place and were then forcefully
evicted in the late 1970s by the Left Front
government inBengal.This, too, isashame-
ful Partition history that we cannot lay at
someoneelse’s door.
One summer, my travels took me to

Ramallah in Palestine.We entered the town
on thememorial day for Al Nakba, the cata-
strophicmoment in1948whenhundredsof
thousandsofPalestinianswereexpelledfrom
theirland.Iwonderedhowthisdaywouldbe
marked:Whethertherewouldbeanger,fiery
speeches,hatred.Indeed,onthebordersofthe
town,violencehaderupted,butinside,where
the ceremonieswere takingplace, therewas
quiet.Andafirmresolvetoneverforget.
Traumatic memories havemany faces.

They are, like life itself, complicated and are
oftencaughtinbattlesoverthepoliticsof re-
membering.ForthePalestinians,remember-
ing thecatastrophe is awayof keepingalive
the battle for justice, the battle for recogni-
tionthatthelandinwhichtheyhavebecome
refugees is theirs. In thisway, their battle is
similar to that of the women of Kashmir
mourning the disappearance of their men,
andtheirresolvetoneverforget:Thatmem-
ory is theirweapon in the fight for justice.
Forwomenvictimsandsurvivorsof rape

andabduction,memoryismessy—betrayed
by their families, often coercively relocated
bythestate,soldintoslaverybytheirabduc-
tors,sometimescoercivelymarried.Howcan
this horror be forgotten?Andyet howmust
itbe remembered?

Clearly, there’s nothing simple about
memorialisingtraumatichistories.Acrossthe
world, we have many examples of
nations/countries thathaveput inplace im-
portant experimentswithmemory, always
with theendgoalof healing, reconciling, ac-
knowledging,learningfromourmistakesand
movingon.
Despitemanymomentsof terrible vio-

lence in their histories, India and Pakistan
havemade no such attempts. If andwhen
we do, the work of memory has to be ap-
proachedwith caution,with humility and
with the openness to accept uncomfort-
able truths.
DuringPartition,forexample,therewere

no clear perpetrators or victims.
RememberingPartitionviolencethenbegins
withrecognisingourcomplicity,ourpartici-
pation in it. It beginswith going beyond the
violence perpetratedby the other and turn-
ingthemirroronourselves.Havewesilenced
histories of family violence?Why? Because
they relate to women andwomen are dis-
pensable?Thesearenoteasyquestions.
Perhaps, the biggest challenge tomem-

ory is this:Canpeoples,nations, remember
together?Seventy-fiveyearsafterPartition,
can India and Pakistan come together to
sharememoriesof thisdefiningmoment in
their histories?
In1947,twomen,aSikhandaMuslim,an

Indian and a Pakistani, both refugees of
Partition, built a friendshipwith each other
on thebasis of letters theywrote. “Iwrite to
you,” Harkishan Das Bedi wrote from
Jalandhar to Chaudhry Latif in Lahore, “as a
human being….We are human beings first
andHinduandMuslimonlyafter that.”
The twomen’s friendship enabled them

totalkofeverything,tosharesorrow,despair,
loss, and to begin healing. Is it toomuch to
hope,toimaginethatoneday,inthenot-too-
distant future, India andPakistanmaymark
a Partition remembrance day together, that
theymaysharenotonlythehorrorsbutalso
thestoriesof friendshipandlove?Is75years
notenoughto turnhate into itsopposite?

Thewriter ispublisher, Zubaan;andthe
authorofTheOtherSideof Silence:Voices

fromthePartitionof India

Urvashi Butalia

Madan Sabnavis

1947didnotonlyinvolveviolenceby‘them’on‘us’.Rememberingitssavagerymustbeginwithrecognising
ourcomplicity—andfindingawaytohealandmoveon

Memories have many faces

The long road
to recovery

Severalindicatorsarebeingusedtoshowastrong
reboundineconomy.Thedatashouldbeinterpreted

withcaution,andsomescepticism

CR Sasikumar

PALM OIL PUSH
THISREFERSTO the article ‘Slippingon
palm oil’ (IE, August 26). The govern-
ment’stemptationtoincentivisepalmoil
productionisrootedinthefactthatpalm
oilisaprofitablecrop.Muchof itiscom-
mercialisedandverylittlegoestowaste.
While theecological concernsaremore
thanvalidandundertakingsuchlevelsof
industrialisation in the Northeast or
Andaman andNicobar is not recom-
mended,aninitialpushforpalmoilisnot
anentirelybadidea.Thecrop,ifplanted,
mustbediversifiedwithmixedcropping
with pulses and like. The policy push
shouldn’t come at the cost of clearing
forestsorupsettingdecadesofsocio-cul-
turalbalancesofthelocals.ButIndiaisan
edibleoildeficitcountrywith70percent
of it being imported. Adramatic policy
pushisurgentlyneededtotipthescales.

UditSarkar,Kolkata

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Slipping
onpalmoil’ (IE, August 26).While the
government’sefforts toboostpalmoil
productioniswell-intended,questions
remain about ecological damage and
landrights.Apartfromstokingpolitical
tensions, it also disregards the unique
topographyand lifestyleof thepeople
from the Northeast. The involvement
of various communities in decision
makingwould perhaps provide an ef-
fective solution.

IlaRailkar,Mumbai

UGLY EPISODE
THISREFERSTO theeditorial ‘State and
Street’(IE,August 26).Thesordidepisode
ofthearrestofNarayanRaneandviolence
that followed suggests a dire need of

maintainingrestraintonthepartofpolit-
ical leaders in their public outbursts
againsttheirpoliticalrivals.Thearrestwas
better avoided.Whatwasmoreoutra-
geouswastheviolentdramaenactedby
theShivSainiksonthestreetsofMumbai
inprotestagainsthisirresponsibleutter-
ancesagainstUddhavThackeray.

RaviMathur,Noida

DELHI’S VOICE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Safety
first’(IE,August26).G7leadersempha-
sisedthatAfghanistanmustneveragain
becomea safehaven for terrorism,nor
a source of terrorist attacks on others.
India is not only a non-permanent
memberoftheUNSCbutalsochairsthe
TalibanSanctionsCommitteeinit. Delhi
mustraiseitsvoiceinshapingtheinter-
national debate on the situation
inAfghanistan.

SSPaul,Nadia
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PRASHANTBANSODE

●● CANINDIACONFRONTTHE
CLIMATECRISISAND
COURSE-CORRECT?
SANDIPCHOWDHURY

www.indianexpress.com
THEPASSINGawayofDavidBakermarksthe
end of an era. Hewill be rememberedwith
muchaffectionbyall thosehecame incon-
tactwith—students, staff, karamcharis and
alumni. He joined St Stephen’s College in
1969andforfivedecadeswasanintegralpart
of its life.Hewasanexcellent teacher,men-
tor,authorandhistorianandhislifeisanex-
ampleof simple livingandhigh thinking.
Ademandingteacher,Baker insistedon

getting his tutorial assignments on time.
They were graded meticulously and re-
turned with extensive comments. Erring
students were summoned, and they com-
plied quickly. Even though he could have
moved into a college house soon after he
began teaching, he lived in the two-room
setfortutors.Hisblockwasthequietestand
much sought after by the students who
wanted to study, sleep beforemidnight or
escape ragging.
Although hewas strict about tutorials,

thedresscodeinthedininghall,decorumin
themain building or noise in the residence
blocks, Baker was popular with students.
Always ready to speak up for them, he be-
friended andmentored generations of stu-
dents.Heorganised teaandsandwiches for

hisblockstudents,listenedtotheirproblems
andwentoutfordinnerswiththem.Manyof
the students he befriended andmentored
over theyearsare in touchwithhimtoday.
Inmanyways, Baker lived according to

thenormsofOxbridgedons—combininga
commitment to undergraduate teaching
with academic research. In 1979, 1993 and
2007, OxfordUniversity Press inDelhi pub-
lished three of his books on central India—
the focusareaof his research.The firstdealt
with political history, the secondwith fea-
tures of colonialism and the third explored
the relation between region and nation in
Central India. His commitment to research
was lifelong and he visited the archives at
least onceeveryweek, formanyyears, long
afterhisretirement.Whilemanyacademics
— retired or serving —would prefer more
fashionable places like the India
International Centre or the Habitat Centre,
BakerwasaregularattheNationalArchives
of India.
After yearsof diligent research, heaccu-

mulated a large number of index cards,
recording notes about the history of St
Stephen’s College and its relationshipwith
the city inwhich it is located. He painstak-

inglycollecteddetailsaboutthecityofDelhi,
the students who came to the college and
themenwho taught andworked in it. All
StephanianslovetheiralmamaterbutDavid
Baker’swholelifewasdevotedtothecollege.
Hecompletedthebookbeforehisdeathand
itishisfinaltributetotheinstitutionheloved
somuch.
Baker came to St Stephen’s College in

1969 as a young Australian academic and
eventually settled in India. Hewas in touch
withhisfamilymembersinAustraliatill the
very end butmade India his home. Annual
excursionstoseveralhistoricalsiteswithstu-
dentsandregularvisitstofriendsduringthe
summer vacation brought him closer to
Indianculture.Oncollegetrips,hewouldnot
allowstudents to carryhis luggagebecause
he did not approve of this aspect of Indian
culture. Once when I offered to help him
withhis bagwhenhewas inhis late seven-
ties, he firmly refused. Itwashiswill power
and a fierce spirit of self-reliance that kept
himgoing in later life. If Baker remainedac-
tive and fit, despite eatingmess food regu-
larly formostofhisadult life, itwasbecause
ofhishabitsandself-discipline.Stephanians
who almost invariably grumble about the

mess foodshould takenote.
AdevoutChristian,Bakersaidhisprayers

everydaywithoutfail. Infairweatherorfoul,
hewalked across theRidge to church every
Sunday.Whenthatbecamedifficult,hetrav-
elledby taxi.Hehadahumaneandcatholic
outlook,participatedwholeheartedlyinthe
socialandculturallifeofthecollegeandgen-
erouslyhelpedseveralstudentsandkaram-
charis. Every year, he visited facultymem-
bers on the campus duringHoli andDiwali
andenjoyedEidandOnamlunchasmuchas
anyoneelse.Hebelongedtoagenerationfor
whomthecollegeplayedacentralroleinthe
lifeof bothstaff andstudentsandtherewas
greater informal interactionbetweenthem.
It is from icons like Baker that Stephanians
have learned a lot bothwithin and outside
theclassroom.
Iwillmiss thenote inmypigeon-hole in

the staff roomor a call fromhimaskingme
ifhecouldcomeoverforabriefvisit.Mywife
and I will miss the pleasant conversation
over a cupof teawithBaker andhis genteel
personality.

Thewriter teacheshistoryat
St Stephen’sCollege

RohitWanchoo

The mentor and his institution
HistorianDavidBakerwasateacherandfriendatStStephen’sCollege

New Delhi
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MEANWHILE

WWIIPILOT’SREMAINSFOUND INEUROPE
TheremainsofanAmericanWorldWarIIpilotwhosebodywaslost inEurope’sAdriaticSea
havebeenrecoveredandwillbeburiedinhishomestateofMaine, theUSDepartmentofDefence
saidThursday.Lt.ErnestN.VienneauhadbeenbasedinItaly,andhaddiedwhenabomberon
whichheservedasco-pilotcameunderfireonNov6,1944,theDefenceDepartmentsaid.

USA

IsraeliPMto
makecaseto
Bidenagainst
Irannuclearpact
PRESIDENT JOEBidenand
Israeli Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett are set to
holdtheir first face-to-face
meeting Thursday, and
Israel’snewleader intends
to press Biden to give up
pursuitof revivingtheIran
nuclear deal. Before arriv-
inginWashington,Bennett
madeclearthetoppriority
ofthevisitwastopersuade
Bidennot to return to the
nuclearaccord,arguingIran
hasalreadyadvancedinits
uraniumenrichment, and
thatsanctionsreliefwould
giveIranmoreresourcesto
back Israel’s enemies. The
Israelileadermetseparately
WednesdaywithSecretary
ofStateAntonyBlinkenand
Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin todiscuss Iran and
other issues. Thevisitwas
hisfirsttotheUSasPM.AP

IsraelPrimeMinister
NaftaliBennett

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

LEBANON

Beirutblastjudge
issuessubpoena
forPMDiab
THEJUDGEleadingthein-
vestigationintolastsum-
mer’sBeirutportblast is-
sued a subpoena for
caretaker PrimeMinister
HassanDiabonThursday
afterhe failedtoshowup
forquestioning,Lebanon’s
state news agency re-
ported. Judge Tarek Bitar,
whoisleadingtheinquiry
intotheexplosion, issued
requests in July to ques-
tionDiabandothertopof-
ficials, including Major
General Abbas Ibrahim,
head of the powerful
General Security agency,
andseveralformerminis-
ters. REUTERS

BRITAIN

Manheldfor
injectingfoodat
supermarkets
BRITISHPOLICE said they
had arrested aman after
processedmeats andmi-
crowaveable products at
three supermarkets in
west London were in-
jected using a number of
needles. The Little
Waitrose, Sainsbury's
Local, and Tesco Express
storeswereclosedfollow-
ing the incident which
tookplaceonWednesday
evening.Policewerecalled
after reports themanhad
shouted abuse at people,
andhadenteredtheshops
on Fulham Palace Road
and injected food prod-
ucts.What the products
were injected with re-
mainsunclear. REUTERS

EMMAGOLDBERG
AUGUST26

THEPURITANcolonistswhoset-
tled inNewEngland inthe1630s
hadanaggingconcernabout the
churchestheywerebuilding:How
wouldtheyensurethattheclergy-
menwouldbe literate?Their an-
swerwasHarvardUniversity, a
schoolthatwasestablishedtoed-
ucate theministry and adopted
themotto“TruthforChristandthe
Church.”Itwasnamedafterapas-
tor, JohnHarvard,anditwouldbe
more than 70 years before the
school hadapresidentwhowas
notaclergyman.
Nearly four centuries later,

Harvard’sorganisationofchaplains
haselectedasitsnextpresidentan
atheistnamedGregEpstein,who
takesthejobthisweek.
Epstein,44,authorofthebook

GoodWithoutGod, isaseemingly
unusualchoicefortherole.Hewill
coordinate the activities ofmore
than40universitychaplains,who
leadtheChristian, Jewish,Hindu,
Buddhistandotherreligiouscom-
munities on campus. Yetmany
Harvard students—some raised
in families of faith, others never
quitecertainhowtolabeltheirre-
ligiousidentities—attesttothein-
fluence that Epstein has had on
theirspiritual lives.
“Thereisarisinggroupofpeo-

plewhono longer identifywith

anyreligioustraditionbutstillex-
periencearealneedforconversa-
tionand support aroundwhat it
means to be a goodhumanand

live an ethical life,” said Epstein,
whowasraisedinaJewishhouse-
holdandhasbeenHarvard’shu-
manistchaplainsince2005,teach-
ingstudentsabouttheprogressive
movement that centerspeople’s
relationshipswithoneanotherin-
steadofwithGod.
To Epstein’s fellow campus

chaplains,atleast,thenotionofbe-
ingledbyanatheistisnotascoun-
terintuitiveas itmightsound;his
electionwasunanimous.
Thedozensofstudentswhom

Epsteinmentors have found a
sourceofmeaningintheschool’s
organisationof humanists, athe-
ists and agnostics, reflecting a
broader trend of young people
across theUnited Stateswho in-

creasinglyidentifyasspiritualbut
religiously nonaffiliated. That
trendmight beespecially salient
at Harvard; a Harvard Crimson
surveyof theclassof 2019 found
that those students were two
timesmore likely to identify as
atheist or agnostic than18-year-
oldsinthegeneralpopulation.
TheHarvardchaplainsplayan

outsize roleoncampus, touching
hundredsoflivesthroughMassof-
fered by the Catholic Student
Center or Shabbat dinners at
HarvardHillel.ToEpstein,becom-
ingtheorganisation’shead,comes
asaffirmationofayearslongeffort,
startedbyhispredecessor,toteach
acampuswithtraditionalreligious
rootsabouthumanism. NYT

REFLECTS BROAD TREND OF YOUTHS WHO IDENTIFY AS SPIRITUAL BUT NOT RELIGIOUS

The new chief chaplain at Harvard? An atheist

GregEpstein is theauthorof
GoodWithoutGod.NYT
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SEVERAL NATIONS announced
onThursdaythattheywerehalt-
ing their evacuations from the
Kabul airport, as governments
around the world gave dire
warnings about threats to the
crowds gathered there in an at-
tempt to fleeAfghanistan.
By nightfall, at least two ex-

plosions struck the area: one at
the Abbey Gate and another by
the nearby Baron Hotel. A
Pentagon spokesman said the
blasts were “a complex attack
thatresultedinanumberofUS&
civiliancasualties”.
Evenbeforetheblasts,world

leadersweredecidingtheycould
nolongerassisttheevacuations.
Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
Germany and the Netherlands
all said that they would no
longerbeabletofacilitateairlifts
fromHamidKarzaiInternational
Airport, which has both civilian
andmilitary sections.
“Westayed inAfghanistanas

longaswecould,”GeneralWayne
Eyre,Canada’s actingchief of the
defencestaff, toldanewsconfer-
ence Thursday. “We wish we
couldhavestayedlongerandres-
cued everyonewhowas so des-
peratetoleave.Thatwecouldnot
istrulyheartbreaking.”
Afterwarningsof suicideat-

tacks in the vicinity of the air-

port,Belgiumdecidedtoend its
evacuationflightsfromKabulon
Wednesday night, Prime
MinisterAlexanderDeCroosaid
Thursdaymorning.
“OnWednesday, during the

day, the situation quickly got
worse,”DeCroosaid.“Welearned
thattherewasathreatofsuicide-
bombattacksinthevicinityofthe
airportandinthecrowds.Wealso
sawthataccesstotheairportgates
becamemoredifficult and even
impossibleasaresult.”
Defence officials from the

NetherlandsandDenmarkmade
similar calculations. Before the
explosions on Thursday, Britain
urged people trying to flee
Afghanistantoheadforinterna-

tional land borders, like those
with Pakistan or Iran, and to
avoid theKabulairport.
“Wecouldn’tdoanythingbut

changethetraveladvicelastnight
to advisepeople againstmoving
toKabulairportandif theyareat
the airport to move away to a
place of safety,” JamesHeappey,
thearmedforcesminister,saidin
aninterviewwithLBCRadio.
Evacuations had continued

through the increasing alarm
aboutsecurity.TheWhiteHouse
said early on Thursday that
13,400 people had been evacu-
ated from the Kabul airport in
the previous 24 hours, bringing
thetotalsincetheTalibanretook
thecity to 95,700.

The Pentagon had vowed
that theUScivilianairliftwould
continue, with spokesperson
John F Kirby saying, “We will
continue to evacuate as many
peopleaswecanuntiltheendof
the mission.” However, Kirby
said, the US would put higher
priority on flying out American
troops and equipment in the
mission’s finaldays.
Anestimated1,500Americans

andcountlessotherforeignersstill
inAfghanistantrytomakeittothe
airporttoleavebeforetheUSwith-
drawal deadline. Thousands of
Afghanswerecampedoutsidethe
airportinattemptstocatchthelast
flightsout,somewithdocuments
allowingthemtoleave. NYT

New York, London: The Taliban
stopped an Afghan United
Nationsstaffmemberashetried
toreachKabulairportonSunday.
They searched his vehicle and
foundhisUNidentification.Then
theybeathim.
OnMonday, threeunknown

menvisitedthehomeofanother
UN staff member who was at
workatthetime.Theyaskedhis
sonwherehisfatherwas,andac-
cused him of lying: “We know
his locationandwhathedoes.”
The incidents are among

dozens contained in an internal
UN security document that de-
scribesveiled threats, the looting
of UNoffices and abuse of staff
sinceAug10, shortly before the
Talibanswepttopower.REUTERS
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HUNDREDSOFAfghan families
whohavebeencampinginsear-
ingheatataKabulparkafterthe
Taliban overran their provinces
begged for food and shelter on
Thursday, themost visible face
of ahumanitarian crisis unfold-
ing in thewar-torncountry.
The Taliban’s swift takeover

of Afghanistan thismonth, cul-
minatinginthecaptureofKabul
on August 15, has thrown the
country into turmoil.
While thousands of people

havecrowdedtheairporttotryto
flee,manyothers,likethefamilies
inthepark,arestuckinlimbo,un-
surewhetheritissafertotrytogo
homeorstaywheretheyare.

“I’m in a bad situation,” said
ZahidaBibi, ahousewife, sitting
under the blazing sunwith her
large family. “My head hurts. I
feelverybad, there isnothing in
mystomach.”
AhmedWaseem, displaced

fromnorthernAfghanistan said
thoseintheparkwerehopingthe
central governmentwould pay
attention.“Weareinanopenfield
andintheheat,”hesaid.
Afghanistan’swestern-backed

presidentandmanyotherofficials
fled after government forces
melted away in the face of the
Taliban advance. The grouphas
placed itsmembers inministries

andorderedsomeofficialsbackto
work, but services are yet to re-
sume,withbanksstillclosed.
The World Health

Organisation said on Tuesday it
hasonlyenoughmedicalsupplies
inAfghanistan to last aweek af-
terdeliverieswereblockedbyre-
strictionsatKabulairportandthe
U.N.WorldFoodProgrammesaid
the country urgently needed
$200millioninfoodaid.
The UN says more than 18

million people require aid and
halfof allAfghanchildrenunder
theageoffivealreadysufferfrom
acutemalnutritionamidthesec-
onddrought in fouryears.

Hanoi:USVicePresidentKamala
HarrissaidonThursdaythatthe
United Stateswouldworkwith
its allies to protect women and
children in Afghanistan, as the
Taliban takeover forced her to
confronttroublinghistoricalpar-
allels and diverted attention
from her original mission on a
five-day trip toSoutheastAsia.
“There’snoquestionthatany

of uswho are paying attention
areconcernedaboutthatissuein
Afghanistan,” saidHarris, refer-
ring to theprotectionofwomen
andchildren inthatcountry.
Shemade her comments in

the Vietnamese capital, Hanoi,
onthefinaldayofhertriptothe
region, a key part of the Biden
administration’s strategy to
forgepartnerships in the region
andrefocusUSforeignpolicyon
competing with China’s rising
influence. NYT
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USCAPITOLPoliceofficerswho
were attacked and beaten dur-
ing the Capitol riot filed a law-
suitThursdayagainst formerUS
PresidentDonaldTrump,hisal-
lies and members of far-right
extremist groups, accusing
themof intentionallysendinga
violentmobonJanuary6todis-
rupt the congressional certifi-
cationof the election.
The suit in federal court in

Washington alleges Trump
“workedwithwhite suprema-
cists, violent extremist groups,

andcampaignsupporters tovi-
olate theKuKluxKlanAct, and
commitactsofdomestic terror-
isminanunlawfuleffort tostay
in power.”
The suit was filed on behalf

of the seven officers by the
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law. It names the
former president, the Trump
campaign, Trump ally Roger
Stone andmembers of the ex-
tremist groups the Proud Boys
and Oath Keepers who were
present at the Capitol and in
Washingtonon January6.
Twoothersimilarcaseshave

been filed in recentmonths by
Democratic members of
Congress.Thesuitsallegetheac-

tionsof Trumpandhisallies led
to the violence siege of the
Capitol that injured dozens of
police officers, halted the certi-
ficationofDemocrat JoeBiden’s
electoral victory and sent law-

makersrunningfortheirlivesas
rioters stormed into the seat of
American democracywielding
bats,polesandotherweapons.
A House committee has

started in earnest to investigate
what happened that day, send-
ingout requestsWednesday for
documents from intelligence,
lawenforcementandothergov-
ernment agencies. Their largest
request so far wasmade to the
NationalArchiveforinformation
onTrumpandhis former team.
Trump accused the com-

mitteeof violating“long-stand-
ing legalprinciplesofprivilege”
buthis teamhadno immediate
comment on Thursday’s
lawsuit. AP

RENJUJOSE
SYDNEY,AUGUST26

AUSTRALIA’SNEWdailycasesof
Covid-19 topped 1,000 on
Thursday for the first time since
the global pandemic began, as
twomajorhospitalsinSydneyset
up emergency outdoor tents to
helpdealwitharise inpatients.
Sydney,thecountry's largest

cityandtheepicentreof thecur-
rent outbreak, is struggling to
stamp out a surge in the fast-
spreading Delta variant, with
daily infections hitting record
levelsevenaftertwomonthsun-
der lockdown.
New South Wales (NSW)

state,whereSydneyisthecapital,
reported 1,029 new locally ac-
quiredcases,exceedingtheprevi-
ousrecordof919adayearlier.Of
thenewcases,969weredetected
ingreaterSydney,upfrom838.
TherapidriseinCovid-19pa-

tients has forced Sydney’s
WestmeadandBlacktownhospi-
tals, which service the city’s
sprawlingwestern suburbs, to
erecttentstoscreenandswabpa-
tientstohelpmanagecapacity.
The makeshift unit in the

emergency department for
Covid-19 patients will help “to
offload delays”, a Western
Sydney Local Health District
spokesperson toldReuters.
State Premier Gladys

Berejiklian said authorities had
quadrupled the number of the

state’sintensivecareventilatorsto
2,000earlylastyear.Althoughthe
systemis“underpressure”, itcan
withstandthecurrentcrisisonce
vaccinationratesrise,shesaid.
“It might be different to the

help you got before because of
the situation, but please know
the system is kicking in,”
Berejiklian said at a televised
mediaconference. REUTERS
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A CHINESE citizen journalist
whowas imprisonedforexpos-
ing the failures of the govern-
ment’s initial response to the
coronavirusoutbreakinWuhan
is seriously ill from a hunger-
strike, according to messages
from her family shared by her
former lawyeranda friend.
The journalist, Zhang Zhan,

37,hadtravelledtoWuhanfrom
herhomeinShanghaiandspent
the early days of the outbreak
documenting the city’s strict
lockdownandthesevereimpact
it had on residents’ livelihoods
and freedoms.
Zhang’s reports challenged

the government’s efforts to por-
tray its response as competent
andcaring.Shewasconvictedlast

yearof“pickingquarrelsandpro-
voking trouble”, a vague charge
oftenused to target dissent, and
sentencedtofouryearsinprison.
Zhang began a hungerstrike

after her arrest in May of last
year.Herlawyerspreviouslysaid
that the authorities had used a
feeding tube to feedher and re-
strainedherhands.
The journalist appeared at

hertrialinDecemberinawheel-
chair,andoneofherlawyerssaid
then that she had already lost
significant weight and that her
appearance had vastly changed
fromjusta fewweeksearlier.
Zhang,whois5feet10inches

tallandweighedabout75kgbe-
foreher arrest, nowweighs less
than 40 kg, according to ames-
sage sent to her former lawyer.
Zhangwassuffering fromagas-
tric ulcer andwas soweak that
sheneededhelp gettingup, her
mother said. NYT

RYANMAC,MIKE ISAAC
&SHEERAFRENKEL
AUGUST26

FACEBOOKHASapproachedaca-
demics andpolicy experts about
formingacommissiontoadviseit
onglobalelection-relatedmatters,
said fivepeoplewithknowledge
of the discussions, amove that
wouldallowthesocialnetworkto
shiftsomeofitspoliticaldecision-
makingtoanadvisorybody.
The proposed commission

coulddecideonmatterssuchas
the viability of political ads and
what to do about election-re-
latedmisinformation, said the
people,whospokeonthecondi-
tion of anonymity because the
discussions were confidential.

Facebook is expected to an-
nouncethecommissionthis fall
in preparation for the 2022
midterm elections, they said,
though theeffort ispreliminary
andcouldstill fall apart.
Outsourcingelectionmatters

to a panel of experts could help
Facebook sidestep criticism of

biasbypoliticalgroups,twoofthe
people said. The company has
been blasted in recent years by
conservatives,whohaveaccused
Facebook of suppressing their
voices, aswell as by civil rights
groupsandDemocratsforallow-
ing politicalmisinformation to
fester and spread online.Mark
Zuckerberg,Facebook’sCEO,does
notwanttobeseenasthesolede-
cisionmakeronpoliticalcontent,
twoof thepeoplesaid.Facebook
declinedtocomment.
If an election commission is

formed, it would emulate the
stepFacebooktookin2018when
it created anOversight Board, a
collection of expertswho adju-
dicatewhetherthecompanywas
correct to remove certain posts
fromitsplatforms. NYT

Hundredsofpeople, someholdingdocuments,gathernearanevacuationcontrol
checkpointontheperimeterof theairport inKabulonThursday.AP

Harris vows US
help for Afghan
women, children

KamalaHarrisdepartsHanoi,
Vietnam,onThursday.AP

UN document
says Taliban beat,
threatened staff

GREEKHEALTHCAREWORKERSPROTEST:Healthworkers
takepart inarally inAthensonThursday.Workersatpublic
hospitals inGreeceheldaworkstoppagetoprotesta
governmentdecisionmakingvaccinationagainstCovid-19
mandatory forallhealthcareworkers.AP

JAPANSUSPENDS
1.63MILLIONDOSES
OFMODERNAOVER
CONTAMINATION
Tokyo:Japansuspendeduseof
about 1.63million doses of
ModernavaccineThursdayaf-
tercontaminationwasfound
inunusedvials, raising con-
cern of a supply shortage as
thecountrytriestoaccelerate
vaccinationsamidaCovid-19
surge.Thehealthministrysaid
contaminationwas reported
from multiple vaccination
sites.Somedosesmighthave
beenadministered,butnoad-
versehealtheffectshavebeen
reported so far, officials said.
TakedaPharmaceutical Co, a
Japanesedrugmakerincharge
ofsalesanddistributionofthe
vaccine in Japan, said it de-
cidedtosuspenduseofdoses
manufactured in the same
productionline. AP

Sydney hospitals erect
emergency tents as
Covid cases hit record

Woman who documented
Wuhan outbreak falls
ill in prison hungerstrike

AviolentmobonJan6sought
todisruptthecongressional
certificationoftheelection.AP

Facebook said to be considering
forming an election commission

Facebookisexpectedto
announcetheelection
commissionthis fall.NYT

WHILETHEREhavebeensimi-
larlawsuitsregardingthe
Capitolriots,theonefiledby
theCapitolPoliceofficersis
seenbyexpertsasthemost
comprehensive.Itisreportedly
thefirstofsuchcasestoallege
thatTrumpworkedwithallies
tospreadliesabouttheelec-
tion,whichdirectlyledtothe
Jan6riot.Thesuitalsonames
TrumpaideslikeRogerStone,
aswellasfar-rightgroup.

Trumpfaces
direct
allegationsE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

Capitol Police officers sue Trump, allies over Jan 6 riot

UStoprioritise
flyingout troops

Several countries stop evacuations
fromKabul airport amid rising threats

Displaced families seek food, shelter in Kabul

Familiesdisplacedby
fightingsit inapark inKabul
onThursday.Reuters

New Delhi
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EARLIER THIS month, the Securities and
ExchangeBoardofIndiaapprovedthemerger
of the SEBI (ShareBasedEmployeeBenefits)
Regulations,2014(SBEBRegulations)andthe
SEBI(IssueofSweatEquity)Regulations,2002
(SweatEquityRegulations)intotheSEBI(Share
BasedEmployeeBenefits andSweat Equity)
Regulations, 2021. Thenewregulationshave
widenedthescopeofemployeeswhocanbe
offeredstockoptions,andbroughtinotherkey

changes thatwill benefit the employees and
listedcompaniesissuingtheseoptions.

Whatarethekeychanges?
Companieswillnowbeallowedtoprovide

share-basedemployeebenefitstoemployees,
whoareexclusivelyworking for sucha com-
panyoranyof itsgroupcompanies including
asubsidiaryoranassociate.Undertheearlier
regulations,onlypermanentemployeesofthe
companyanditsholdingandsubsidiarycom-
panieswereeligibleforshare-basedbenefits;
thenewregulationsbroadenthisbydeleting
theword “permanent” and also permitting
employees of group/associate companies.
Expertssaythiswillnotonlyhelpcompanies
tobetter use share-basedemployeebenefits
forretainingemployeesforlongerperiod,but
alsoimbibeasenseofresponsibilityandown-
ershipintheemployeethatwillpushhim/her
toworkforthegrowthof thecompany.

Arethenewrulesapplicabletoall
companies?
No, thesewill be applicableonly to listed

companiesasthesehavebeenframedbySEBI,
whichonlyregulateslistedcompanies.Forun-
listed companies, any change neededwill
have to be brought into the Companies Act
2013,bytheMinistryofCorporateAffairs.

Whataretheotherimportantchanges?
Toprovideimmediaterelieftoanemployee

orhis/herfamilyininstancesofpermanentin-
capacity or death, the regulations have dis-
pensedwith the requirementof aminimum
vestingperiodandlock-inperiod(minimum1
year)forallsharebenefitschemes.Expertsfeel
thiswill allowcompanies toprovide instant
relief tobereaved familymemberswhooth-
erwisewouldhavehadtowait.
The new regulations have extended the

timeperiodforappropriatingtheunappropri-

atedinventoryofsharesheldbythetrustfrom
theexistingoneyear to twoyears, subject to
theapprovaloftheCompensationCommittee/
Nomination andRemunerationCommittee.
Thisisexpectedtoproviderelieftocompanies
thatcouldnotgrantordisposeof suchexcess
inventoryduetoadversemarketconditions.
The regulationsnowalsopermit compa-

nies to transferexcess sharesormoniesheld
byatrustuponitswindingup,toothershare-
based employee benefit schemes, subject to
approval of the shareholders for such trans-
fer.Thismeasurewillgivemoreclaritytocom-
paniestomanagetheirassetsandfinancialre-
sources of the trust in amore efficient and
organisedmanner.
Theregulationswillnowprovidecompa-

nieswith flexibility inswitchingadministra-
tionof their schemes from the trust route to
the direct route, or vice versa, with the ap-
provaloftheshareholders,subjecttothecon-

ditionthattheswitchisnotprejudicialtothe
interestof theemployees.Earlier,companies
thatoptedforanyoftheserouteshadtocarry
onwiththatrouteuntil theconclusionof the
scheme. As there are some practical chal-
lenges in either of the routes, switchingwill
provideflexibilitytoovercometherespective
challenges.

Whenwillsweatequitygetissued?
Sweatequityshareswillbeallowedtobe

issued for providing the know-howormak-
ing available rights in the nature of intellec-
tualpropertyrightsorvalueadditions.
AsperSection2(88)oftheCompaniesAct,

2013 “sweat equity shares”means such eq-
uitysharesasareissuedbyacompanytoitsdi-
rectorsoremployeesatadiscountorforcon-
sideration,otherthancash,forprovidingtheir
know-howormaking available rights in the
natureof intellectualpropertyrightsorvalue

additions,bywhatevernamecalled.
The regulations have aligned the pricing

andthelock-inrequirementsofthesweateq-
uityshareswiththepreferential issuenorms
as provided in the SEBI (Issue of Capital and
DisclosureRequirements)Regulations,2018.
Themaximumyearly limit of sweat eq-

uity shares that canbe issuedby a company
listedonthemainboardhasbeenprescribed
at 15% of the existing paid-up equity share
capitalwithintheoveralllimit,notexceeding
25%of thepaid-upcapitalatanytime.
Further,incaseofcompanieslistedonthe

InnovatorsGrowthPlatform(IGP), theyearly
limitwillbe15%andoverall limitwillbe50%
of the paid-up capital at any time. This en-
hancedoveralllimitforIGPwillbeapplicable
for 10 years from the date of the company's
incorporation. This proposalwill benefit all
newstart-upcompaniesseekinglistingonthe
IGPplatform.
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NAVIESOF the fourmembernationsof the
Quadrilateral SecurityDialogue orQuad—
India,theUS,Japan,andAustralia—arepar-
ticipatinginthe25theditionoftheMalabar
Exercise,whichbeganoffthecoastofGuam
in the Pacific Ocean on Thursday, andwill
continueuntilSunday.
Malabar,which began as a bilateral ex-

ercise, is nowa cornerstone ofmilitary in-
teroperability of the Quad forces. Chief of
Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat said on
WednesdaythattheQuad’scharteristoen-
sure freedomofnavigationforallnations.

The Exercise
Malabar is amultilateral war-gaming

navalexercisethatbeganasabilateralexer-
cisebetweenthenaviesof IndiaandtheUS
in 1992. Twomore editionswere held in
1995 and 1996, after which there was a
breakuntil2002 intheaftermathof India’s
nuclear tests. From2002onward, theexer-
cise has been conducted every year. Japan

andAustraliafirstparticipatedin2007.There
weretwoexercisesthatyear;thefirstinthe
western Pacific off Japan's Okinawa island
— the first time held away from Indian
shores— and another off Visakhapatnam,
whichsawIndia,Japan,theUS,Australiaand
Singaporeparticipate.
Thenextyear,however,thegovernment

inAustraliachanged,andthecountryceased
participation — returning only last year.
Japanparticipatedagain in2009and2011;
since 2014, it has participated every year
alongwiththeIndianandAmericannavies.

Malabar 2020
The exercise was conducted in two

phases last year — off the coast of
VishakhapatnamfromNovember3-6, and
in the Arabian Sea fromNovember 17-20.
Forthefirsttimeinoveradecade,itsawthe
participationof all fourQuadmembers.
“Dual carrier” operationswere carried

outaroundtheVikramadityaCarrierBattle
Group of the Indian Navy and the Nimitz
CarrierStrikeGroupof theUSNavy.
The two aircraft carriers, along with

other ships, submarines, andaircraft of the

participatingnavies,engagedinhigh-inten-
sity naval operations, including cross-deck
flyingoperationsandadvancedairdefence
exercises byMiG 29K fighter aircraft from
the INSVikramaditya, andF-18jetsandE2C
Hawkeyeairborneearlywarning(AEW)air-
craft from the USS Nimitz. The exercises
demonstrated synergy, coordination, and
inter-operability.

Exercise this year
TheNavyhas saidMalabarwillwitness

“complex exercises including anti-surface,
anti-air, andanti-submarinewarfaredrills,
and othermanoeuvres and tactical exer-
cises” this year. The DefenceMinistry had
saidearlierthatthe“exercisewillstrengthen
thecoordinationbetweenthenaviesof the
participatingcountries”.
TheNavy saidonThursday that the INS

Shivalikmultirole frigate, INSKadmattanti-
submarinewarfare corvette, and P8I long-
rangemaritimepatrolaircraftwouldbepart
of theexercise.
TheUSNavyisbeingrepresentedbythe

USS Barry, USNSRappahannock, USNS Big
Horn, andP8Apatrol aircraft. The Japanese

MaritimeSelfDefenceForceisbeingrepre-
sentedby the JSKaga, JSMurasame, and JS
Shiranui destroyers, and a submarine and
P1patrolaircraft.TheRoyalAustralianNavy
hassent theHMASWarramunga.

Covid-19 impact
Theexercise last yearwasplannedona

“non-contact-atsea”formatinkeepingwith
Covid-19 protocols. TheNavy has said that
this year too, the “conduct of the exercise
whileobservinghealthprotocolsduringthe
Covid-19globalpandemicisatestimonyto
the synergy between the participating
naviesandoursharedvisionforafree,open
andinclusive Indo-Pacific region”.

Message fromMalabar
The glue that binds the Quad is China,

whoseaggressiveexpansionismintheIndo-
Pacific is viewedwithgreat concernby the
democraticworld.Agroupingof fourpow-
erful navies in the region has irked China,
whose relationswith all four participating
nationsaretense.
After the 2+2 dialogue with then US

Secretary of StateMike Pompeo and then

Secretary of DefenceMark Esper, Defence
MinisterRajnathSinghhadsaidonOctober
27lastyear:“Inourmeeting...wereaffirmed
our commitment to peace, stability and
prosperity of all countries in this region
(and)... agreed that upholding the rules-
based international order, respecting the
ruleof lawandfreedomofnavigationinthe
internationalseas,andupholdingtheterri-
torial integrity and sovereigntyof all states
areessential.Ourdefencecooperationisin-
tendedtofurther theseobjectives.”
Rear Admiral Sudarshan Shrikhande

(retd),whoheadedNaval intelligenceand
was Defence Advisor at the Indian High
Commission in Canberra between 2005
and2008, had told The Indian Express ear-
lier that the Quad “must, among other
things, contribute to being a key instru-
mentofdeterrencethat isnecessarykeep-
ingChina inmind”.
Self-deterrence, Shrikhande had said,

“neverservedusefulpurposesearlierandin
factwouldbedangerousnow”—andwhile
“theQuadneednotbeNATOinitsformality,
initspoliticalcongruenceandasapostwar
response”, it can“deternonetheless”.
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ISKP, thegroupblamedbytheUSforThursday’sbombingsatKabulairport, is theAfghanchapterof the
IslamicState.Whatkindof attackshas itbeen involved inearlier, andwhat is its rivalrywithTaliban?

NIRUPAMASUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI, AUGUST26

INANeditorial in itsweeklypaperalNabha
last Friday, the IslamicState, in its first com-
ments on the victory of the Taliban, dis-
missed it as a “Mullah Bradley” project, in
otherwords, aUnitedStatesproxy. Theedi-
torial criticised the “newTaliban” forwear-
inga“guiseof Islam”toundermine the IS in
theAf-Pakregion,andquestionedif itwould
implementShariainAfghanistan.Theedito-
rialalsosaiditwaspreparingforanewphase
of jihad.

Deadlywar
Whether or not that was a reference to

Afghanistan,with thedoubleblast attackat
KabulairportonThursdayeveningthatkilled
over 60 and injured many more, the IS-
KhorasanProvince (ISKP), theAfghanchap-
terof thegroup,blamedbytheUSandother
intelligence forces for thebombing, has an-
nounced that it is present in the “new
Afghanistan” and intends to continue a
deadlywarwith theTaliban.
Inthelastfewweeks,astheTalibaninten-

sified theirmilitary operations to take over
Afghanistan andUS troops left, the ISKPhad
keptalowprofile.Thelastattackclaimedbyit
wasonJune8inBaglan,wheregunmenkilled
10peoplewhoworked for theBritishcharity
calledHalo, involved inmine clearingopera-
tions.Most of the victims belonged to the
Hazaracommunity,whoareShia.Earlier,ISKP
claimedthebombingof aKabul school, once
againtargetingtheHazaracommunity.Mostof
the100killedwerewerechildren.
These attacks were in keeping with a

trendthatbecameconspicuousasit lostter-
ritory to Afghan forces, andwasweakened
further by the Taliban. Through 2018 and
2019, the ISKPwasengaged in fiercebattles
toretainitsstrongholds,especiallyinthere-
gions of Kunar and Naganhar. In 2019 and
2020, massive attacks attributed to or
claimed by IS, shook Afghan cities. In April
2020, therewas a deadly attack on a gurd-
wara inKabul, followedby a suicide bomb-
ing in thematernityward of a Kabul hospi-
tal.TherewereotherattacksinKabul–atthe
University, a clinic of the Medecins Sans
Frontiers,theJalalabadprison,afuneralpro-
cessionof apoliceofficer inNangarhar.

Initial years
While2020wastheyearof ISKPspectac-

ularurbansuicidebombingsandgunattacks,
according toa studybySauravSarkarof the
Washington think tankStimsonCentre, the
11 attacks in 2020were a sheer drop from
343attacksthatwereattributedtoitin2019,
reflecting a steep decline in itsmanpower,

resourcesandorganisingcapacities.
At its strongest in 2016, the Stimson

CentrestudyestimatestheISKPhadbetween
2,500- 8500 fighters , which dropped to
about2,000-4,000 fightersby2019.
The ISKP came into existence in 2014 in

PakistanduringaperiodwhenthePakistan
Army, under General Raheel Sharif, carried
outoperationsintheWaziristanareaagainst
the Tehreek e Taleban. A group of disgrun-
tledTalibanfightersbrokeawayfromtheTTP
in 2014, rebelling against the leadership of
MullahFazlullah,orMullahRadio.
TherebelsledbyOmarKhalidKhorasani

accused TTP of selling out to the “killers of
themujahideen”byenteringintotalkswith
thePakistanArmyearlierthatyear.Theypro-
fessedallegiancetothe IS.Severalattacks in
Pakistanwere claimed or attributed to this
group, which called itself Jamat ul Ahrar.
Theyjoinedforceswithothergroupssuchas
Lashkar-e-Jhangvial-Alami,Lashkar-e-Islam,
and foreign ones such as the Islamic
MovementofUzbekistan(IMU),theUighurs,
andrebels fromtheAfghanTaliban.

Pakistan angle
Sometime in 2018, embattled and be-

reaved of several of its commanders and
cadres,theISKPsplitafteraPakistaniPashtun,
Sheikh Aslam Farooqi, who had once been
with theLashkar-e-Toiba, and foughtalong-
side Baghdadi cadres in Syria, took over the
leadership.Foragroupthatwas fightingthe
Taliban and Pakistan, his loyalties cameun-
dersuspicion,withforeigncadresconvinced
hewasbeingdirectedbythePakistanisecu-
rity forces.The ISKPhadbythenstoppedat-
tacksonPakistanisoil.TheCentralAsianfight-
ers broke away and their faction appointed
itsownleader,accordingtoarecentarticlein
theQuintbyAnandArni,a formerIndianin-
telligenceofficialwhoservedinAfghanistan.
IndianintelligenceagenciesbelieveISKPhas
severalLeTfightersamongitscadres.
Farooqui was arrested by the National

Directorate of Security after theKabul gurd-
warabombing,andalongwithaKashmirimil-
itantAijazAhangar.Indianintelligenceofficials
andthedeposedAfghangovernmentalleged
thattheISKPwasacreationofPakistan,togive
deniability for attacks thatwouldotherwise
be attributed to the Taliban orHaqqani net-
work.Arnihaswrittenthatthesophistication
of theurbanattacksbeliedISKP'scapabilities,
astheywerenotagroupthatwasfamiliarwith
Kabul.PakistaninturnhasallegedthattheISKP
isanAfghan-Indiancreation.
Accordingtoreports, at itspeakthe ISKP

managed to attract over a 100 people from
Kerala.Thelonegunmanwhocarriedoutthe
Kabulgurdwaraattackthatkilled25people
was a Keralite, according to Indian intelli-
genceagencies.
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II,,Muskand/oPareshMalik r/o
C-75, Top Floor, NanakChand
Basti, KotlaMubarakPur,
Delhi-110003 have changedmy
name toMUSKANMALIK
permanently. 0040581891-1

II,,MohanLal SahuS/o
Ramadhar Sahu, R/o F/7
RajeevNagar, ShankerNagar,
Raipur, Chhattisgarh- 492004,
Declare that nameofminehas
beenwronglywrittenas
MohanSahu inmyminor
DaughterKumudsahu, aged
about 7Year, In her Birth
CertificateNo.- 2014270560438
. Theactual nameofmine is
MohanLal Sahu,whichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0070751543-1

II,,ManishVasantMajgaonkar,
S/oVasantNarayan
Majgaonkar, R/o 64, Adarsh
Kunj, PlotNo. 42, Sector 13,
Rohini, Delhi - 110085, have
changedmyname toManish
Majgaonkar. 0070751495-1

II,, Jyoti,D/o-PawanKumar,R/o-
B-1/7A&7BBlockB-1,Sewak
ParkUttam-Nagar, New-Delhi-
110059,have changedmy
name,from Jyoti to Jyoti
Mathur,for all
future,purposes. 0040581941-8

II,,Gurdass SinghRattanS/o-
Jagat SinghR/o: 11C/1, Gali
No-23, SantGarh,MBS
Nagar,NewDelhi-18 Have
ChangedMyName toGurdass
Singh. 0070751551-1

II,,GhazalaYasminW/oArshad
NaseerHashmiR/o E-79, 3rd
floor, Near Jamia cooperative
bank, Jasola
village,N.F.C,JamiaNagar, New
Delhi-110025 have changedmy
name fromGhazalaPerveen&
Ghazala toGHAZALAYASMIN
for all futurepurposes.

0040581839-1

II,,GauravS/oBinayKumar
VermaR/o. FlatNo. G-902, JM
Aroma, Sector- 75, Noida, UP-
201301, have changedmy
name toGAURAVVERMA for
all purposes. 0070751550-1

II,,GOVINDSINGHSAINI S/O
BHRAMPALSINGHR/o 188Gali
No-1Chhalera Sector-44Noida
GautamBudhaNagarU.P.-
201301 have changedmyname
toGOVINDSINGH for all future
purposes. 0040581915-1

II,,Anubhav,S/o-Anil Kumar
Tyagi,R/o-1208, JMRoyal-Park
RamprasthaGreen,Vaishali
Ghaziabad-201010UP,have
changedmyname toAnubhav
Tyagi,for all purposes.

0040581941-9

II,,AnjuBawaw/oLate
Paramjeet Singh, R/o 2253/2H,
Shadipur, NewDelhi-08, also
knownasPreeti Kaur&Preeti
Kawal. All namesbelong to
one&sameperson

0040581878-2

II,,AmrishKumar S/oGautam
SinghR/o FlatNo. F1-303,
DesignArch, Ehome, Site-C,
Surapur, GreaterNoidaU.P.
have changedmydaughter
name fromNeevi Bidhudi to
Neevi for all futurepurposes.

0070751499-1

II,,AjayKumar S/oR.K. DassR/o.
J-36/G-4, GroundFloor, Dilshad
Colony, Delhi-110095, have
changedmyname toAjay
Gupta. 0040581938-7

II,,ASHWANIKUMARVIJ,S/O
MADANLALVIJ, ADD-D-
141,PREETVIHAR EASTDELHI-
110092, changedmyname to
ASHWANIVIJ, permanently.

0040581938-4

IIVijayraj S/o-Sh.VishnuBhagat,
R/o-H.No.129, Block-F-6, T-
Huts, H.G.I.LabourColony,
SultanPuri, Delhi-86, Have
ChangedmynameVIJAYRAJ to
BIZRAJBHAGAT for all
purpose.ThatVIJAYRAJ&
BIZRAJBHAGAT is theoneand
sameperson. 0040581851-1

IIhitherto knownas
GURMINDERSINGHS/O
SUDARSHANSINGHalias
GURMINDERSINGHUPPALS/O
SUDARSHANSINGHUPPAL
employedasDy. Chief TKT.
InspectorworkingunderChief
Ticket Inspector-Line-New
Delhi RailwayStation,
NorthernRailway residingat
A-1B/108C, LlG FLATS, VISHAL
BHARTI SCHOOL, PASCHIM
VIHAR,DELHI-110063, have
changedmynameandshall
andhereinafter be knownas
GURMINDERSINGHUPPALS/O
SUDARSHANSINGHUPPAL

0040581878-4

II,,DhurendraKumarArya S/o
Late Sh. JageshwarPrasad
Bhagat R/oHouseNo.31/484,
Block-31, Trilokpuri, Delhi-
110091 have changedmy
minor Son’s name from
SuryanshKumarArya to
SuryanshSaini for all future
purposes. 0040581874-1

II,,MMuusskkaannRana,D/oSandeep
RanaR/o-56, Shahbad
Daulatpur,Pansali,Delhi-
110042,have changedmy
name toMuskan.

0040581932-9

IIVandnaAggarwalW/O.Ashok
kumarAggarwal R/O.BB-39f,
DDA-flats, Janakpuri,New
Delhi-110058,have changed
myname toVandana
Aggarwal,for all purposes.

0040581932-1

IIUjjwal Chaudhary S/OArun
KumarR/OB-1/254, 1st-Floor
YamunaViharDelhi-
110053,have changedmy
name toUjjwal Choudhary.

0040581941-2

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

IITarsemKumarS/oHari Chand
R/o 257AmbikaApartments,
Sectr-14, Rohini Delhi-110085,
have changedmyname to
TarsemJain 0070751535-1

IIRavinderKumaraliasRK
MadanaliasRavinderKumar
MadanS/o Late Sh.RamaNand
MadanR/o 37-B, Surya
Apartment, Sector-13, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 have changedmy
name toRavinderKumar
Madan for all purposes.

0040581841-6

IIPrakashChandS/o-RamPal
R/o-1137, F-Block, DDAFlat,
Mangol Puri, Delhi-110083
inform-thatmynamewrongly-
written inmydaughter (Preeti,
Class-9th) School-Recordas
Prakash insteadof Prakash
Chand. 0040581889-1

IItt is for general information that
I,CHANDANKUMAR,S/O -Shri
KAMLESHPURI
PODDAR,Residingat,C-6/8,JAI
VIHAREXTN,PHASE-
3,NAJAFGARH,DELHI-
110043,declare that nameof
mine hasbeenwrongly-
writtenas JAI KUMAR inmyESI
CardNo-9052403 and Indian
BankAccountNo-
776946089.Theactual-nameof
mine is CHANDANKUMAR
respectivelywhichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0040581941-4

IItt is for general information that
I,ANILKUMAR,S/OShri.KISHORI
LAL,R/O-C-479,F/Floor,
J.J.Colony, Raghubir-Nagar,
Tagore-Garden,West-
Delhi,Delhi-110027,declare that
nameofminehasbeen
wrongly-writtenasANIL
MASIH inmy minor daughter
SIMRAN (age-abour 14-years)
school-records.Theactual-
nameofmine isANILKUMAR
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0040581941-7

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasHimanshu
Jain,S/oSanjayKumar
Jain,residingat,H.No.-
128,Gali.No.9, Gulab-
Vatika,Loni Dehat,
Ghaziabad,U.P.-201102, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasViharsh
Jain. 0040581940-5

II,,VVaannddnnaa Joshiw/oGagan Joshi
housenumber-33A, block-
H,Kalkaji south eastDelhi-
110019,have changedmyname
toVandana Joshi,
permanently. 0040581938-8

II,,VVIINNOODDKUMARGUPTA,S/O
RAMA
PRASAD,ADDRESS.KHASRA.NO-
22/5, street.No.16, block-b,
Harit-vihar,Burari, Delhi-
110084,Changedmyname to
VINODKUMAR. 0040581932-2

II,,SShhwweettaa SharmaW/oAmit
SharmaR/o Flat 548 3rd-floor
GH14 , PaschimVihar
110087,have changedmyname
toShweta Jain Sharma.

0040581941-1

II,,SSUUSSHHIILLAADEVICHAUHAN,W/O
KALAMSINGHCHAUHAN,R/O
A-29,DUGGALCOLONY-
KHANPUR,NEWDELHI-
110062.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSUSHILA
CHAUHAN,FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040581938-3

II,,SSIIDDHHAARRTTHH TALWAR,W/O
MR.SATISHKUMAR
TALWAR,R/OFLAT.NO.212,
QUTUBVIEW-APPARTMENTS,
WARD.NO.8,MEHRAULI,DELHI-
110030,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSIDHARTHATALWAR,
FORALLPURPOSES.

0040581938-9

II,,SSAANNJJAAYYKUMAR
KHANDELWAL,S/O SURENDER
KUMARKHANDELWAL,R/OC
70A, SOUTH-EXTENSIONPART-
2,NEWDELHI-110049,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOSANJAY
KHANDELWAL. 0040581940-6

II,,RRiitteesshhGomes,S/oSh.Simon
Gomes,R/o. K-157-A,Sangam-
Vihar, Gali.no.19/14,Hamdard-
Nagar,NewDelhi- 110080,have
changedmyname toAllen
RiteshGomes,for all,future
purposes. 0040581938-2

II,,RRaajjddeeeepp SinghTuteja,S/o
Balbir SinghTuteja,R/o 7/20,
South-Patel Nagar,N.Delhi-
08,have changedmyminor
daughter’s nameSifat Tuteja to
Sifat Kaur Tuteja. 040581938-6

II,,UURRVVAASSHHIID/OAJAYGUPTAR/O
B-3/4,RANAPRATAP
BAGH,DELHI-110007.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
URVASHIGUPTAFORALL
PURPOSES. 0040581943-5

II,,PPOOOONNAAMMW/OMAYANKVIJ
R/O-97GROUND-FLOOR
KAILASHHILLS EASTOF
KAILASHDELHI-110065,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
POONAMVIJ. 0040581932-4

II,,NNoo--JJCC--330044221133KK,, SubDinesh
KumarS/O-DhupSingh
R/O/,P/o- Jhook,
Tehsil/District-MohinderGarh
Haryana.inmyservice records
the (DoB) ofmywife namely
Roshni Devi hasbeenwrongly
mentionedas 11-11-1970
insteadof 01-07-1983.It needs
correction.Objectionsbe filed
to 20RRBBcant Srinagar
within sevendays.

0020425855-1

II,,MMeeeennuuRathiW/oRakeshRana
R/oH-3/96 TF, Pkt-3,Sector-11,
Rohini, Delhi-110085, have
changedmyname toMeenu
Rana. 0040581932-10

II,,MMaannjjuu TanwarW/oSh.Manoj
KumarTanwar, R/o-B-5/3,Ist-
Floor,Jitar-Nagar,Delhi-110051
is also knownasManju.Manju
Tanwar andManju areone,and
the sameperson.I shall be
knownasManjuTanwar in
future. 0040581907-1

II,,MMEEHHAAKKD/OSANJAY
AGGARWAL,R/OHNO.262,
POCKET-4,SECTOR-2,
ROHINI,DELHI-110085.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOKHUSHI
AGGARWAL. 0040581938-5

I, Jaspreet KaurNagiW/o
Satbir SinghR/oB-28, Sector-
27, Noida,UP, have changed
myname to Jaspreet Kaur, for
all purposes. 0040580936-2

I, KIRTI KUMAR JAINS/O
SUKHRAJKOCHARR/OC-3/73-
74,RAJASTHALI
APARTMENT,PITAMPURA,DEL
HI-110034.CHANGEDMYNAME
TOKIRTI KUMARKOCHAR.

040580453-4

II,,MMAAYYAANNKK S/OAJAYVINOD
VIJ,R/O-97GROUND-
FLOOR,KAILASHHILLS EASTOF
KAILASHDELHI-110065,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
MAYANKVIJ. 0040581932-3

II,,LLeeeennaa LuthraD/oSh. Kharati
Lal AhujaW/oSh. Kewal Kishan
Luthra,R/o 761,church road
jwala-nagar shahdara,delhi -
110032, inform that Jyoti, Jyoti
Ahuja andLeena Luthraare
the,namesof one&same
person.Butmycorrect,name is
LeenaLuthra for,all future
purposes. 0040581943-1

II,,KKhhuusshhiiRamS/oDharamSingh
R/oPlot-No.222,Tikri
Kalan,Delhi-110041,inform that
DharmSinghandDharam
Singhare thenamesof same
andoneperson i.e.my father.

0040581932-8

II,,GGAAGGAANNBBIIRR SINGHGILL,S/o
Harjinder SinghGill,R/o Saifpur
Firozpur, Behsuma,Mawana,
Meerut,UP,have changedmy
name toGAGANBIRSINGH.

0040581943-3

II,,EEkkttaa AroraD/oAmarKumarVij
R/o-F-6/2, 2nd. Floor,Krishna-
NagarDelhi-110051,Have
changedmyname toEkta Vij
ForAll Purposes. 040581940-2

II,,EELLIIZZAABBEETTHHGONZALES
LOPEZ,W/OHarjinder Singh
Gill,R/oSaifpur Firozpur,
Behsuma,Mawana,Meerut,UP,
have changedmyname to
ELIZABETHGOZALES.

0040581943-2

II,,DDaayyaaRaniW/oDharamveer
SharmaR/o-H.No.80 Pal
Gali,Circular Road,Shahdara
Delhi-110032,Have Changed
MyNameToSunita Sharma
FORAll Purposes. 040581940-1

II,,DDEEEEPPNNAARRAAYYAANN
PREMNARAYANTRIPATHI,S/O
PREMNARAYANPRASIDDH
TRIPATHI,R/o FLAT.NO.4023,
ACEGOLFSHIRE, SECTOR-150,
NOIDA,GAUTAMBUDH-NAGAR,
U.P.201310, changedmyname
toDEEPNARAYANTRIPATHI.

0040581940-3

II,,CChhaarruuRastogi,W/oGaurav
Verma,R/oTower.No.-
4,1201,M3MMerlin Sector-67,
Badhsaha
Pur,Gurgoan(Haryana)-
1221001,have changedmy
name toCharuVerma.

0040581941-3

II,,AAnnsshhuu Singh,wife of,Saurabh
KumarSingh,R/o.D-6/3,
Welcome-CGHS
Limited,Plot.No.6,Sector-3,
DwarkaNSIT, Dwarka,New
Delhi-110078,have changedmy
name toAnshuKumari,for
all,futurepurposes.

0040581938-1

II,,AAnnaanndd S/oSatyaNarainR/o
Plot-No.707B,Ground-
Floor,Pole-no.MDKX550,Doplan
Panna,Tikri Kalan,Delhi-
110041,inform that Satya
NarayanandSatyaNarain are
thenamesof sameandone
person i.e.my father.

0040581932-7

II,,Vipul BasuMandal S/oM.B.
Mandal R/o-A-166/UG-1,
DilshadColony, Dilshad
Garden, Delhi-110095have
changedmyminor son’s name
fromVictorMandal toVictor
BasuMandal. 0070751548-1

II,,ShamimUrRiyaz S/o
ISHTEYAQUEAHMEDKHANR/o
R-203-A/2Block –R , Jogabai
Extn., JamiaNagar, NewDelhi-
110025declare that the correct
nameofmy father is
ISHTEYAQUEAHMEDKHAN
mentioned inmyAdhar card
number 5157 7651 7871&all
others documents andby
mistake shown in 10th class
certificate as ISHTIYAQUE
AHMAD issuedbyC.B.S.EDelhi
is not correct. Theaboveboth
name is samepersonwho is
my father for all future
purposes. 0040581843-1

II,,SantoshKhandelwalW/Oshri
Surender kumar R/oA-
77/A,gali No-8 , Rajgarh
colony,GandhiNagar East
Delhi-110031have changedmy
nameSantoshKhandelwal to
SantoshKumari for all
purposes. 0040581862-1

II,,Samrat Sarkar S/OAsish
Kumar Sarkar, R/o FlatNo- 1,
Kashi Enclave, N- 16/34, Block-
A, KolwhaVinayaka,WardNo-
2, Chhitupur,Mahmoorganj,
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh-
221010. declare thatNameof
Minehasbeenwronglywritten
asRonnySarkar inmyBirth
CertificateNo- 1381 . Theactual
nameofMine is Samrat Sarkar.

0070751538-1

II,,Ravi KiranVenketeshwar S/O
VedPrakashMurty, R/oH.No.-E
- 7, Bamleshwari Nagar, Ekta
Nagar, Gudhiyari, Raipur-
492009, Chhattisgarh, India .
Declare thatNameofMineand
MyFather hasbeenwrongly
writtenasVRavi KiranandVP
Rangamurty inmyschool
RecordNo. 357590 , that the
nameofMineandmyFather
hasbeenwronglywrittenas
VedulaVenkateshwar
RavikiranMurti andVP
Rangamurti inmy10th class
certificateNo.- 08254199, that
thenameofmineandmy
Father hasbeenwrongly
writtenasVVRavikiranMurty
andVPRangamurty inmy12th
class certificateNo.-10151457,
that thenameofmineandmy
father hasbeenwrongly
writtenasVRavikiranandShri
VPMurty inmyGraduation
MarksheetNo.- 1102. The
actual nameofMineandMy
Father areRavi Kiran
Venketeshwar andVed
PrakashMurty,whichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0070751539-1

II,, Ruhi KumariW/oPawan
KumarR/oRZ-467/13B,
TughlakabadExtn.,NewDelhi-
110019, declare thatmyname
ofminehasbeenwrittenas
Vibha in his school records.my
nameshouldbe changed to
Ruhi Kumari Bothare the same
person. 0040581853-1

II,, SadiqueAhmadR/o FlatNo
1702 Tower 7 SupremeTowers
Sector-99NoidaUPhave
changedmyminor son’s name
fromArsal Ahmad toSyed
Mohammad Ibrahim

0040581911-1

II,, RajnishKumar S/oBudhdev
JhaR/o.M-1303, Tower-M,
Homes 121, Sector-121, Near
IGLGasStation, Noida, UP-
201301, have changedmyname
toRAJNEESHKUMAR for all
futurepurposes. 070751547-1

II,, RISHI KHANDELWALS/O
KAILASHCHAND, R/O28/1,
PUNJABI BAGHEXTN,NEW
DELHI-26,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETORISHIGUPTAFORALL
PURPOSES 0040581878-3

II,, PushpendraTiwari S/O
TribhuwanTiwari, R/oVill,
Shivpur Post Budhar, Koriya,
Chhattisgarh- 497335, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownas
Shubham . 0070751542-1

IIMansaranKaurUttal D/O,
Lajinder SinghR/oH.no. C-66,
1st FloorMalviyaNagar, New
Delhi- 110017 have changedmy
name toMansaranKaur for all
purposes. 0040581913-1

IIManjeet SinghS/O,Nachhattar
SinghR/o 156, GovindKhand,
VishwakarmaNagar,
Shahdara, Delhi-110095have
changedmyname toManjit
Singh for all purposes.

0040581888-1

IIMallayaUttal D/O,Mansaran
KaurR/oH.no. C-66, 1st Floor,
MalviyaNagar, NewDelhi
110017 have changedmyname
toMallyaUttal for all purposes.

0040581912-1

II AvdeshKumaarAkar S/OSh.
Nirmal KumarAkarR/O32/26,
Third Floor , East Patel Nagar
NewDelhi-110008have
changed thenameofmyminor
Daughter PrisshaAckar aged
15 years and she shall
hereafter be knownasPrisha
Akar. 0040581940-9

I,hitherto knownasNitin
Jain,S/oVinayKumar
Jain,residingat,H.No.-80-
A,Gali.No-14,GulabVatika,Loni
Dehat, Ghaziabad,U.P.-201102,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter be knownas
Raghav Jain 0040581940-4

I,JasleenKaur ChandhokW/o
Gurjot Singh,R/o F-79,Rajouri
Garden,NewDelhi-110027,have
changedmyname to Jasleen
Kaur. 0040581932-6

I,Gurjot SinghChandhokS/o
Sh.Bhupinder SinghR/o F-79,
Rajouri Garden,NewDelhi-
110027,have changedmyname
toGurjot Singh. 0040581932-5

I, hitherto knownasNidhi
Akaar,W/oAvdeshKumaar
Akar, R/o 32/26, Third Floor,
East Patel-Nagar,NewDelhi-
110008, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asNidhi Akar. 040581940-7

I, hitherto knownasAvdesh
KumaarAkar, S/o Shri.Nirmal
KumarAkarR/o 32/26, Third-
Floor, East Patel Nagar, New
Delhi-110008have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasAvdheshKumar
Akar. 0040581940-8

I, HusnaAra,W/oRamNarayan
Shaw,R/o 525, Sector-7, Pushp
Vihar, NewDelhi, shall be
knownasHusnaAraShaw for
all futurepurposes.

0040581877-1

LLoosstt original property papers of
PlotNo.12/12, Chaudhary
Bihari LalMarg-1, Dehradun,
Uttrakhand (areameas.4214.73
mtr) regd.in nameofGoand
GrowFoodandBeverages
Pvt.Ltd. FinderContact
Jatinder SinghAhuja s/oSant
SinghAhuja, R/o F-13B, Rajouri
Garden, NewDelhi-110027

0040581878-1

TTHHEEORIGINALAGREEMENT
Dt.16.05.2005pertaining to
FLAT,NO.04, ONTHIRD-
FLOOR,BLOCK-C,(C-304),
Situated,at ROSEWOOD
CITY,Sector-49, Gurgaon,
Haryana,in thenameof
YASHPAULSETHIHUF,hasbeen
lost. If found informat-
9999207779,or return toM/s.
R.C.Sood&Company
Pvt.Ltd.10th Floor,Eros
Corporate Tower,NehruPlace,
NewDelhi-19, Phone
No.46208282. 0040581941-10

II,,DevendraSinghS/o Jagvir
SinghR/o-16/8, Sai Enclave,
Chipiyana Buzurg, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, UP-201009have
lostmyBuilder Buyer
Agreement for Flat No.1087,
First Floor, Greenwood
Enclave, Wave city, Ghaziabad.
FIR lodgedat PS-Masuri dtd
25.08.21. Finder Contact
9936347111. 0070751545-1

II,,PraveenAggarwal S/o
BashesarMal alias Bashesar
Aggarwal R/o F-170,Jagat Puri,
Delhi-110051 have lostmy
original documents of property
address at PlotNo.10,
Rafaleshwar, G.I.DC,Morbi-
363642 (Gujrat). Finder contact
9810424202 0040581869-1

II,,Yogender katoch (Husbandof
lateMrsArunakatoch)GPA
holder ofGaurav katochhave
lost original Builder Buyer
Agreement of property Flat no
3122 in Tower 3,ATSKOCOON,
Sector 109, Gurugram,
Haryana. Police complaint
registeredon13.09.2014. If
foundplease contactMobile
no 9701345049. 0020425857-1

LLoossttmyConveyanceDeed
Dated-07/11/2007,in thename
ofM/s. Paragon Industries
through,LateMr. RoshanLal
Jain,Original ConveyanceDeed
RegistrationParticular PAGE is
MissingandRegistration
Particular number is.20950.
Finder contact. 0040581943-4

II,,VViikkaassKumar,R/o 2-E-
26,Kamna,Vaishali, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201010,have lostMyOriginal
Passing-Certificate of Class-
10th ExamYear-2015
Roll.No.8622124PassedOut
fromCBSE-Delhi. 40581932-11

TThhiiss is notified for the
information that original
documents of F1/15Model
Town,Delhi-110009, havebeen
lost. Finder please
call:9899990547.

0050183096-1

IINNSSAdvertisingAgency
Required Accountant, Clerk,
GraphicDesigner, Computer
Typist (Hindi / English), Field
ExecutivewithD.L.
#9315933605, 9643657382.

0040581341-3

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform to general public that my
client Smt. Vanita Bhandari W/o Sh. Ravi
Bhandari R/o K-11, Lajpat Nagar-II, New
Delhi-110024, Mob: 9818404606 has
lost her all the original title documents of
their property bearing No. K-11, Lajpat
Nagar-II, New Delhi-110024. My client
apprehends that any person or persons
may misuse the said documents and if
any person finds the said documents,
please handover the said documents to
me at the abovesaid address or inform
my client or undersigned on Mob:
9818404606 or 9818982524.

Sd/- Ravish Chandra Pathak
Advocate

120, IInd Floor, Kingsway Camp
Mall Road, Delhi-110009

#9818982524

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public at Large is informed that my
client Smt. Pushpa Kumari Sharma W/o
Late Sh. Madhav Dutt Sharma, R/o A-90,
St. no. 1, Brahampuri, Delhi-53 (Adhar:
5119 9421 3914) disowned and debarred
her son namely Nishant Vats alongwith his
family members from all her movable and
immovable property particularly Property
bearing no. A-90, St. no. 1, Brahampuri,
Delhi-53 which is selfacquired and my client
wants their eviction from said property and
also severed all relations from them as they
are disobedient and have disrespectful
behaviour against my client and her two
sons. My client is not responsible for any act
committed by them.

Sd/- SANOBAR ALI QURESHI
ADVOCATE

GLOBAL JURIS CONSULTANTS
C-121/122, C.L. JOSEPH BLOCK,
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all concern that my client
Sh. Rajesh Kumar Gupta S/o Late Sh.
Nanak Chand Gupta R/o 643-A, New
No. 5914A, Street No. 5, Opposite
Laxmi Narayan Mandir, Kabool Nagar,
Shahdara, Delhi has severed all his
relations from his son Nikhil Gupta and
his wife Smt. Vartika Gupta and their
child Lavik Gupta due to their
misbehaviour, misconduct and regular
quarrels and disowned/debarred them
from all his moveable and immovable
properties as well as from inheritance.
My client hereinafter shall not be
responsible for their any acts, deeds
and things in future.

Sd/- B.L. GUPTA(Advocate)
Ch. No. L-8, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

bl 3 4hRLY(3)
PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that
my client Smt. Mamta Kapoor W/o Late
Ashok Kapoor R/o D-892, Avantika
Sector-1, Rohini, North-West, Delhi-
110085, have severed his all relations
with her two sons namely Sunny
Kapoor and Nitin Kapoor both S/o Late
Ashok Kapoor and also disowned and
debarred them from all her movable
and immovable properties due to their
ill treatment and disobedience. Any
person deals with them shall do of
his/her own risk, costs. My client shall
not be held responsible for any act
done by them in future.

Sd/- (SHIVANI SHOKEEN)
ADVOCATE

Ch. No. X-24, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Original docs. of
Prop.No. 243-C, Pkt-1,
MV-1, Phase-1, Del-91
are not traceable/
missing/ lost by any
means from my
residence since
13.04.2017. If found by
anybody, please inform
Om Wati Devi at Mob.
7011979859.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Smt. Shakuntala
Aggarwal W/o Ram Prasad
Aggarwal R/o F-23/56, MIG
Flats, Rohini Sector-3, Rajapur
Kalan North West Delhi-110085
has severed all relation with her
younger son Puneet Aggarwal
and disowned him from her all
movable and immovable
properties due to his
disobedience. My client shall
not be responsible for any of his
acts/ deeds.

Sd/- D.P. Shukla (Advocate)
Ch. No. 521, Saket Courts

New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that

I , E K TA KHANDELWAL
W/o LATE SHRI SATISH
KUMAR R/o B-59 Jangpura-
B New Delhi-110014 declare
t h a t n ame o f my m i n o r
daughter has been wrongly
w r i t t e n a s C H E S T A
KHANDELWAL in my minor
daughter school records.
The actual name of my minor
d a u g h t e r i s C H E S H TA
KHANDELWAL, which may
be amended accordingly.
It is certif ied that I have
complied with other legal
r e q u i r e m e n t s i n t h i s
connection.

EKTAKHANDELWAL

llkkooZZttffuudd llwwppuukk
llooZZ lk/kkj.klk/kkj.k dksdks lwfprlwfpr fd;kfd;k tkrk gStkrk gS
fdfd esjsesjs eqOofDdyeqOofDdy JhJh ulheulhe iiqq== Lo-Lo- JhJh
eqUukeqUuk fuoklh%fuoklh% ftyk&fctukSj]ftyk&fctukSj] rglhy&rglhy&
uxhuk]uxhuk] jk;iqj]jk;iqj] ‘kgnko]‘kgnko] ¼mRrj¼mRrj izns’k½ usizns’k½ us
viuhviuh iq’rSuhiq’rSuh vkSjvkSj viusvius )kjk)kjk cukbZcukbZ xbZxbZ
lHkh lEaifŸk dks vius iq=ksa rglhe] lehjlHkh lEaifŸk dks vius iq=ksa rglhe] lehj
oo mej dsmej ds ukeuke fy[kfy[k nh gSnh gS rFkkrFkk esjs cknesjs ckn
esjhesjh lkjhlkjh lEiafŸk dslEiafŸk ds okfjlokfjl esjsesjs csVsacsVsa gksaxsaAgksaxsaA
rFkk ;srFkk ;s lclc esjsesjs eqofDdyeqofDdy ulheulhe viusvius
iwjsiwjs gks’kksgks’kks gokl@fcukgokl@fcuk tksjtksj tcjnLrhtcjnLrh
ds vius iq=ka s ds uke dh gSaAds vius iq=ka s ds uke dh gSaA

,,ll ddss xxqqIIrrkk ¼¼vvff//kkooDDrrkk½½
psaEcj ua- Mh&209] dM+dM+MwekpsaEcj ua- Mh&209] dM+dM+Mwek dksVZ] fnYyhdksVZ] fnYyh

Public at large is hereby informed that
my clients Shri Roshan Lal S/o Late Shri
Uttam Chand & Smt. Ishwar Devi W/o
Shri Roshan Lal both R/o RZ-B-33,
Vishwas Park, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-
110059 have disrupted all their relations
with their elder son namely Shri Ramesh
Kumar Setiya alias Pappu and as his wife
namely Smt Kamlesh Rani alias Kamlesh
with immediate effect and have de-barred
them from their all movable as well as
immovable properties. They hereby disown
them for all purposes and shall not be
liable for their acts, whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE

SANKALP SINGHAL ( )
Ch.No.704, Dwarka District Court, Delhi-75

ADVOCATE

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE PUBLIC IN LARGE IT IS INFORM THAT MY
CLIENTS SH. SANJAY KUMAR SHARMA S/O
LATE SH. F.C. SHARMA AND SMT. GEETA
SHARMA W/O SH. SANJAY KUMAR SHARMA
BOTH R/O 26/E, POCKET-1, MAYUR VIHAR,
PHASE-1, NEW DELHI-110091, HAVE
DISOWNED AND DEBARRED THEIR SON MR.
ANURAG SHARMA AND HIS WIFE MRS. DIVYA
GOLA SHARMA FROM ALL THEIR MOVEABLE
& IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES AND ALSO
SEVERED ALL RELATIONS FROM THEM AS
THEY ARE NO MORE IN THEIR CONTROL OF
MY CLIENTS AND IF ANYBODY DEALS WITH
THEM MY CLIENTS AND THEIR ALL FAMILY
MEMBERS SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE IN
ANY MANNER WHATSOEVER IN FUTURE.

SUPARBHA KUMAR
ADVOCATE

CH. NO. 351,
PATIALA HOUSE COURT

NEW DELHI

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
O/O THE COMMISSIONER OF EXCISE, ENTT. & LUXURY TAX

L-BLOCK, VIKAS BHAWAN, NEW DELHI
F.No. L-1/1/Ex/IMFL/Public Notice/2021-22/543 Date: 24.8.21

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR GRANT OF WHOLESALE LICENSE (L-1)
Department of Excise, Entertainment and Laxury Tax, Government of NCT
of Delhi invites applications for grant of license in form L-1 for wholesale
supply of Indian Liquor and Foreign Liquor in the National Capital Territory
of Delhi for the licensing year 2021-22.
The prescribed form for the grant of L-1 Licenses can be obtained from the
website http//excise.delhigov.nic.in under heading “Latest News”. A
processing fee of Rs. 5000 (Rupees Five Thousand only) for L-1 license
shall have to be deposited along with the application form by the way of
online payment in favor of Deputy Commissioner (Excise), Delhi. Applicants
are required to apply online for grant of L-1 licenses at delhiexcise.gov.in
and submit the same to the licensing authority.
The detailed terms and conditions for the wholesale license L-1 for the year
2021-22 have already been uploaded on the website. The same has been
partially modified vide Addendum dated 29.07.2021. The same along with
the requisite Annexures can be downloaded from the department’s website
https://delhiexcise.gov.in/Communications.htm.

Application received without complete information and supporting
documents, as required in prescribed form, along with its annexure shall be
liable to be rejected.

Sd/-
ARAVA GOPI KRISHNA
Commissioner (Excise)DIP/Shabdarth/0270/21-22

CORRIGENDUM PGI/Engg/HE/RAC/2021/107
Due to some Administrative reasons, the tender for the work, Augmentation of Air Conditioning (HVAC)
System in APC and Providing Air Conditioning (HVAC) in School of Public Health (SPH) Building,
PGIMER, Chandigarh. appeared in the News papers, www.eprocure.gov.in, PGI website and Notice board,
vide office No. PGI/Engg/HE/RAC/2021/1552 dated 11.08.2021 has now been re-scheduled as under:-

POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION &
RESEARCH, CHANDIGARH

The agencies which have already uploaded their bids, need not to upload again. Other terms and con-
ditions shall remain the same. HOSPITAL ENGINEER,(RAC)551/PGI

Sr No. Last date & Time of submission of bid Date & Time of opening of Eligibility Bid

a) 06.09.2021 upto 15.00 hrs 07.09.2021 at 15.00 hrs

New Delhi
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STOPPINGSHORTof fuel supply
cuts todisinvestment-boundAir
India, state-owned oil retailers
have sought thepetroleummin-
istry’sinterventiontorecovertheir
dues adding up to over
Rs3,000crore, governmentoffi-
cialsandcompanyexecutivestold
TheIndianExpress.
Thenationalcarrier,onitspart,

has approached the central gov-
ernmenttoget itsduesofoverRs
500 crore cleared. The govern-
mentowesAirIndiathemoneyon
accountofVVIPtravel,evacuation
operationsandotherofficialtravel.
Typically, oilmarketingcom-

paniessuspendfuelsupplytoair-
linesthathavenotpaidpastdues
—Air Indiawassubjectedtosuch
amoveinAugust2019.
“Oil marketing companies

haveapproached thepetroleum
ministryasAir Indiahadstopped
payinginterestonlong-termdues

and forongoingconsumption,” a
governmentofficial said, oncon-
ditionofanonymity.
Responding to the oil min-

istry, the civil aviationministry
hasrequestedthatoilcompanies
continue supplying fuel to Air
India, given that the entire air-
lines industry is facing financial
stress due to the pandemic, the
officialsaid,addingthat“noone
wants to stop the operations”
of the national airline.
Aseniorexecutiveatoneofthe

oilmarketingcompaniessaidde-
cisionstostopsupplytoAir India
orput it ona cash-and-carryba-

sis are taken after consultations
with thepetroleumministry. Air
India’s daily fuel bill adds up to
about Rs 5-6 crore. TheAirports
AuthorityofIndia(AAI)hadinJuly
lastyear—justoveramonthafter
the domestic flight suspension
waslifted—warnedAirIndiathat
itwouldput the airline on cash-
and-carryuntil itcleareditsdues
of Rs 1,000 crore at the time.
InAugust2019,thethreeoilre-

tailers had halted supply to Air
Indiaatsixairportsafterrepeated
reminders overnon-paymentof
dues.Atthetime,AirIndiahadsaid
that“inabsenceofequitysupport”,
theairlinecouldnotserviceitsdebt
liabilities.
Thistime,though,punitiveac-

tionhasbeenavoidedas theair-
lineisdivestment-boundandany
coercive action couldpotentially
impactinvestorinterest.
E-mailqueriessenttothepe-

troleumand civil aviationmin-
istries went unanswered. Air
India, Indian Oil Corp, Bharat
PetroleumCorp andHindustan
PetroleumCorpdidnot respond

torequestsforcomment.
In2019-20,theairlinemadea

net loss of nearlyRs8,000 crore,
andthisisexpectedtoincreaseto
Rs10,000crorefor2020-21(April-
March)period,whichhasn’tbeen
reportedyet.For2020-21,theair-
line’s revenues dropped signifi-
cantly toRs12,138.77crore from
Rs27,546.58croreintheprevious
financialyear.
InFebruarythisyear, thethen

Civil AviationMinisterHardeep
Singh Puri, who is now the
PetroleumMinister,hadnotedina
written reply to theRajyaSabha:
“The amounts due from the
Government of India havebeen
accountedforintheprofitandloss
accounts in the respective years
andtheoutstandingsarereflected
asreceivablesinthebalancesheet.
There is no significant impact of
the governmentoutstandingon
the losses incurredbyAir India.
However,regularfollow-upforthe
same are made by Air India/
MinistryofCivilAviationandnor-
mallysuchduesarecleared from
timetotime”.

AIRLINEAPPROACHESCENTRETOGETOVER`500CRDUESCLEARED

■Typically,oil
marketingcompanies
suspendfuelsupplyto
airlinesthathavenot
paidpastdues—
AirIndiawassubjected
tosuchamovein
August2019.

FUEL SUPPLY TOAI

`3,000crfromAIunpaid,oil
companiesseekministryhelp

What are auto industry leaders’ demands?
SANDEEPSINGH
NEWDELHI,AUGUST26

WITHGOVERNMENTrepresenta-
tives listening in, auto
industry leadersraised
their concerns, espe-
cially onhigh taxation
in the industry that is
hurting theaffordabil-
ity of their products.
Whilethegovernment,
includingthePrimeMinister,had
earlierpraisedtheindustry’scon-
tribution to India’s growth and
employmentgeneration,industry
leaders said that there has been
“noconcreteaction”ontheground
thatwouldreverse the industry’s
decline.

Whoallpraisedtheindustry?
While the PrimeMinister, in

hismessage,laudedtheindustry’s
contributiontowardsmanufactur-
ing to furthering exports, NITI

Aayog CEO, Amitabh
Kant said itwould be
impossible for India to
growathighratesfora
long period of time
without the automo-
bile sector being the
keydriver.

Whatdidindustryleaderssay?
RCBhargava,chairman,Maruti

Suzuki India Limited, andVenu
Srinivasan, chairman, TVSMotor
Company,raisedconcernoverhigh
taxationandwondered if the in-
dustry’s contribution towards

India’s growthwasbeing recog-
nised. “There have been a lot of
statementsabouttheimportance

of theautomobile industrybut in
termsof concrete action,which
wouldreversethedecline,Ihaven’t
seenanyaction,”saidBhargava.

Whatisindustry’sdemand?
The industryhasbeencalling

forloweringoftaxrates.Srinivasan
said: “Basicmodeof transporta-
tionforthecountryisbeingtaxed
at28percentGST,equaltothatof
a luxuryproduct ... Iwould liketo
say,arewebeingrecognised?”

WhatdidRevenueSecretarysay
todemandsofloweringtax?
While Revenue Secretary

TarunBajajrecognisedtheindus-
try’s contribution to GDP and
GVA, he seemed open to some
tinkering.

‘Only 1% of eligible cos keen
on RBI loan recast scheme’
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,AUGUST26

ONLY1percentofeligiblecompa-
nieshaveoptedfororarecontem-
plating thedebt restructuring fa-
cilityofferedbytheReserveBank
ofIndia(RBI)underitsResolution
Framework2.0.
Asmuchas95percentofthose

opting for, or are inclined to seek
restructuring, belong to the sub-
investmentgraderatingcategory.
“Put anotherway, investment-
graderatedcorporatesareshow-
inghigh resilience,” said a Crisil
Ratingsurveyof4,700companies.
However,most of themicro

andsmallenterprises in Indiaare
unrated. TheRBI announced the
schemeonMay5, 2021, for bor-
rowers, including individuals,
smallbusinesses,andmicro,small
andmediumenterprises(MSMEs)
withaggregateexposureof up to
Rs25croreprovidedtheyhadnot
availedofbenefitsunderanyofthe
earlier restructuring frameworks
(includingResolutionFramework
1.0 dated August 6, 2020), and
were classified as standard ac-
countsasonMarch31,2021.
OnJune4,2021,theRBIraised

the aggregate debt threshold to
Rs50crorefromRs25crore.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

NewDelhi:Heavy Industries
Minister Mahendra Nath
Pandey, speakingat thean-
nualACMAsession,askedthe
domesticautocomponentin-
dustrytotakestepstoimple-
ment localisation initiatives.
Meanwhile, SIAMpresident
KenichiAyukawasaidsemi-
conductorshortageisachal-
lengebutcouldturnouttobe
anopportunity.PTI

‘Implement
localisation’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,AUGUST26

MAHARASHTRACHIEFMinister
UddhavThackeray,whiledeliver-
inghiskeynoteaddress at a two-
day industry conclavehostedby
The Indian Express Group’s
MarathidailyLoksatta,alongwith
Maharashtra IndustrialDevelop-
mentCorporation(MIDC),saidthe
role of the industrial sector had
gainedfurtherimportanceduring
theCovidpandemic.Headdedthe
industry needed to play a
role in helping uplift the life
ofcitizens.
“ChiefMinisters fromother

states comehere toMaharashtra
andlureentrepreneurswithsops
and ask them to invest in their
state. Somepeople do gowhen
theyhearthepromises.Butmany
prefertobehereinMaharashtra.I
amhere today togiveall of youa
senseofbelongingthatthisisyour
karmabhoomi and by working
here youwill be enhancing the
well-beingofnotonlythestatebut
also thecountry. Beinganentre-
preneurdoesnotmeanenhanc-
ingthewellbeingofanindividual
alone. We need to take others
along and uplift them in their
lives,”Thackeraysaid.
He noted that graded relax-

ingof Covid restrictionswasbe-
ing done, keeping inmind the
largerwell-being of the people
and the state. “As per the global
experience,theCovidwavereap-

pears after 100 days. People say
this middle period should be
usedtoaccelerate theeconomic
cycle. Some say if you open one
thing, thenwhy not the other.
Let’s wait for some time. We
wanttoopeneverythingonestep
atatime.Noonewillbeforcedto
remaincaptive.Wehavetograd-
uallygentlyremoveourmasksas
well. But if you remove it in a
hurry, then there is fear thatwe
will neverbeable to completely
removeitever.”
Healsosaidthatthepandemic

hadcreatedhardshipsinthelives
of people andwarnedof unrest
andinstabilityduetolossofliveli-
hood.Headdedtheindustrialsec-
torneedstostepintoaddressthis
issue.“Wealsoneedtomakepolit-

icalpartiesawarethatwhile they
cancontinuewith their politick-
ing,theyfirstneedtotellpeopleas
towhattheywilldotoaddressthe
daily struggleof citizens for food
and employment. If there is no
livelihood,therewillbeunrestand
instability in theentire state, the
countryandtheworld.Toaddress
this, theneed for entrepreneurs
andindustryinourstateisgreater
thanbefore,”Thackeraysaid.
Hesaid thestategovernment

standsfirmlybehindinvestorsand
willcontinuetodoso,saying:“The
state’s industrial progress,which
isonitswaytoreachingatrillion-
dollar capacity, is a testament to
thepositivechanges takingplace
intheinfrastructurethatcomple-
mentsthatprogress.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,AUGUST26

NEWINDUSTRIESarebeingsetup
inMaharashtra,alongwiththees-
tablishedones,andover50MoUs
and investments of around
Rs 1,30,000 crore after the first
Covidwaveshowedconfidencein
the state’s industrial policies,
Industries andMiningMinister
SubhashDesai saidonThursday
while speaking at the Loksatta
IndustryConclave.
“TheseMoUsarenotonlyon

paperbutalsoaresurelygoingto
happenas60 companieshaveal-
readystartedbuyinglandsforthe
project,”Desaisaid.Describingthe
state as ‘MagneticMaharashtra’,
hesaidanindustry,basedonme-
dicinal plants,will be started at
Kudal under theguidanceof the
Ministryof AYUSH.Reliancehas
alsoinvestedRs5.5croreinbiolog-
ical research inNashik andVital
Group’s Rs 60,500-crore power
project iscomingupinYavatmal.
HealsosaidGAILIndiahasstarted
aCNGandfuelproductionproject
nearAlibag.
The stategovernment’sinfra-

structure visionwould bring a
complete transformation incon-
nectivity inMaharashtra, State
RoadDevelopmentCorporation
ManagingDirectorRadheshyam

Mopalwar said. Speaking at the
conclave,Mopalwarsaidthe 700
kmMumbai-NagpurSamruddhi
Mahamargwasa gamechanger.
“Sixnew infrastructureproj-

ects have been accepted by the
government.AroundRs1.80lakh
crore’sprojectsarethere.Aftertak-
ing any project in hand, it takes
atleast 10-15 years of time.
SammrudhiMahamarg,however,
has set a newbenchmark as it’s
takingsevenyearstodeliversince
conceptualising,”hesaid.
SanjaySethi,ChairmanofJNPT,

said:“Effortsarebeingtakentoin-

crease thecontainerhandlingca-
pacityto10millionTEUsperyear
whichisrightnow5millionTEUs.”
He added the Rs 80,000-crore
Vadhavan port near Dahanu,
which is facingstrongopposition
from local fishermen, wouldbe
builtasapublicprivatepartnership.
CII president TVNarendran

said, “Maharashtrahasbeen fol-
lowing a very participative ap-
proachintermsofclinicalmatters
forthestate.Thegovernmenthas
beenholdingextensiveconsulta-
tionwithindustryandotherstake-
holderstodevisebestpracticesfor
the state in theareaof pandemic
managementaswell investment
promotion.” He added: “Aswe
deal with the aftermath of the
pandemic to restore and revive
economicgrowthandcreatejobs
and livelihood, industryplays an
important part andCII believes
thatthisyeartheGDPofthecoun-
trywouldbearound9.5percent.”
SVR Srinivas, Metropolitan

Commissioner,MMRDA,saidthe
21.8KmMumbai TransHarbour
Link Road (MTHL) connecting
Sewri inMumbai and Chirle in
NaviMumbai is expected to be
completed in September or
October2023.“Mumbaiwillbere-
bootedwith this project. I don’t
lookatitasonlytransportproject
butaprojectforaregionalandna-
tionaleconomicgrowth,”hesaid.

MaharashtraChiefMinisterUddhavThackeray,alongwith
MinisterofStateforIndustriesAditiTatkare,Industriesand
MiningMinisterSubhashDesai,andCIIpresidentandTataSteel
MD&CEOTVNarendranatLoksattaIndustryConclave.PradipDas

‘State’s industrial progress testament to positive changes’
Post first wave, investments show
confidence in state policies: Desai

BRIEFLY
FMatBRICSmeet
NewDelhi:FinanceMinister
NirmalaSitharamanchaired
via video the secondmeet-
ingofBRICSFinanceMinist-
ersandCentralBankGover-
nors, with RBI Governor
ShaktikantaDas, under the
IndianBRICSChairship.

Barclaysfunds
Mumbai:BarclaysBankhas
infusedRs3,000-crorecap-
ital intoIndiaoperations.

Afconsproject
Mumbai:Afconswonacon-
tractof$530-milliontobuild
Male-Thilafushilinkproject.

Yahoonews
NewDelhi:Yahoohasshutits
newswebsites here due to
thenewFDI rules that limit
foreignownership. PTI

USQ2GDP
Washington:TheUSQ2GDP
grewat6.6%annualisedrate,
aspersecondestimate.

Politicowebsite
NewYork:Germanpublis-
herAxelSpringersaiditwill
acquire US political news
websitePolitico.TheNYTlast
weeksaiditcouldbesoldfor
$1billion. REUTERS

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,AUGUST26

AVIATION SAFETY regulator
DGCAonThursdayallowedoper-
ationsofBoeing737MAXplanes,
whichwerebannedalmosttwo-
and-a-half years ago following
twodeadlycrashesof thismodel
that together killed 330people.
With India openingup the skies
forthe737MAXplanes,Chinare-
mains the onlymajor aviation
markettostillhaveabaninplace.
Explaining the revocation of

the ban, theDirectorateGeneral
ofCivilAviation(DGCA)saidinan
order that 17 regulatorsworld-
widehavepermittedoperationof
theseaircraft,and34airlineswith
345planesofthismodelwereop-
eratingcurrentlyhavingoperated
over 2.89 lakh cumulativehours
since the ungrounding from
December9, 2020, “withnoun-
towardreporting”.
It, however, added that the

MAXplaneswillbeallowedtoop-
erate “only upon satisfaction of
applicable requirements for re-
turntoservice”.Followingthetwo
crashes, first inOctober 2018 in
Indonesiaonaflightoperatedby
LionAirandsecondinMarch2019
onanEthiopianAirlinesflight,in-
vestigations revealed that the
main causewas adesign flaw in
themostmodernjetliner.
ThelatestBoeing737modelis

equippedwith amanoeuvring
characteristicsaugmentationsys-
tem(MCAS),whichisresponsible
for pushing the aircraft’s nose
downwhenitsensesahighangle
of attack thatmay lead to anair-
craftstall.Ifanaircraft’snoseistoo
high,theplanelosesspeedandis
likely to enter a stall— a state in
which it loses flight and can fall

fromtheskylikeastone.
TheMCASwas designed to

prevent such an eventuality. In
caseofthetwocrashes,theMCAS
falselymisread theplane’s angle
of attack during the ascent and
forced thenosedown leading to
thecrash.However,itwasnotjust
a technical flaw that caused the
accidents.Duringthecourseofthe
investigation, several shortcom-
ingswerealsofoundoutwiththe
processeslaiddownbyBoeingas
well as theUS Federal Aviation
Administration(FAA).
Oncetheprobepointedoutall

deficiencies,correctivemeasures
startedbeingintroduced, includ-
ingrectifyingtheMCASbyBoeing
and settingupof simulators and
training centres to train pilots
about theMCAS.LastNovember,
the FAA lifted the restrictions on
Boeing737MAX.Other jurisdic-
tions including Japan, Europe,
Canada,Brazil, theUAE,Australia
andtheUKtooapproveditsreturn
followingtechnicalmodifications
andadditionalpilottraining.
InIndiatheonlycarriertoop-

eratetheaircraftmodelisSpiceJet.
Upcoming airline Akasa pro-
moted by stock trader Rakesh
Jhunjhunwalawas also in talks
withBoeingtolaunchwithafleet
of737MAXplanes.DGCA’srevo-
cation of the ban could lay the
groundforthedealtohappen.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,AUGUST26

MINISTER OF Labour and
Employment Bhupender Yadav
on Thursday launched the
e-SHRAMportal and handed it
overtothestates/UTsforregistra-
tion of unorganised workers
across the country. The govern-
mentaimstoregister38croreun-
organisedworkers such as con-
struction labourers, migrant
workforce,streetvendors,anddo-
mesticworkers,amongothers.
“For the first time in the his-

tory of India, a system is being
made to register 38 crore unor-
ganisedworkers. Itwill not only
register thembutwould also be
helpfulindeliveringvarioussocial
security schemes being imple-
mentedby theCentral and state
governments,”Yadavsaid.
Theworkerswillbeissuedan

e-SHRAM card containing a 12
digituniquenumber,whichgoing
aheadwill help in inclusion of
theseworkers in social security
schemes,officialssaid.“Morethan
38croreunorganisedworkers in
thecountrywillberegisteredun-
deroneportalandtheregistration
undere-SHRAMistotallyfreeand
workers donot have topay any-
thingforhisorherregistrationat
CommonServiceCentres (CSCs)
or anywhere,” Labour Secretary
ApurvaChandrasaid.
“...uponregistration,workers

shallbe issuedane-SHRAMcard
with auniqueuniversal account
numberandwillbeabletoaccess
thebenefits of the various social
security schemes through this
cardanywhereanytime,”hesaid.
The government had earlier

misseddeadlinesforcreatingthe
database, inviting criticism from
theSupremeCourt.Aworkercan
registerontheportalusinghis/her
Aadhaar cardnumber andbank
accountdetails,apart fromfilling
other necessary details like date
ofbirth,hometown,mobilenum-
ber, and social category.Detailed
guidelines for operationalisation
of theportal andmobilisationof
workershavealreadybeenissued
tothestates/UnionTerritories,the
LabourMinistrysaid.

To register
unorganised
workers,
govt launches
e-SHRAM

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,AUGUST26

DOMESTICGENERAL insur-
ancecompaniesaregradually
reducingtheirexposuretothe
crop insurance segment, the
PradhanMantri Fasal Bima
Yojana(PMFBY),inabidtobal-
ance their portfolios and cut
down losses on account of
highclaims,evenastheCentre
made the scheme optional
andslasheditscontribution.
Gross premium under-

written by general insurers
hasfallenby12.37percentto
Rs 4,221 crore in the four-
monthperiodendedJuly2021
asagainstRs4,817croreinthe
year-agoperiod. This follows
the 16.76 per cent decline in
cropinsurancepremiumtoRs
19,071crore(excludingAgric-
ultureInsuranceCorporation)
inthefiscalendedMarch2021
as against Rs 22,911 crore in
thepreviousyear,accordingto
figuresavailablefromGeneral
InsuranceCouncil(GICouncil).
Public sector insurance

firms—particularlycountry’s
largest general insurer, New
India Assurance — have al-
most reduced their exposure
tonilinthefourmonthsofthe
current financial year. All the
fourPSUinsurers—NewIndia
Assurance, United India
Insurance,NationalInsurance
andOrientalInsurance—have
a combined exposure of just
Rs3.8croreintheperiod.
Private sector general in-

surers like ICICI Lombard
General Insurance and Tata
AIG had exited the portfolio
twoyearsback.ICICILombard

General Insurancehad said it
isexitinginthewakeoflosses
andhighreinsurancecosts.
Launched in February

2016,PMFBYwitnessedhuge
claimsofover100percent in
the first fewyears, leading to
losses for insurers. EvenGIC
Re,whichwas earlier bullish
ontheportfolio,hascutdown
itsexposuredrasticallyafterit
was hitwith heavy losses in
the last twoyears. In the June
quarter, thereinsurerslashed
itscropportfolioby23percent
to year-on-year to Rs 5,312
crore but has achieved prof-
itabilityintheportfolio.
InFebruary2020,thegov-

ernment revamped PMFBY
andtheRestructuredWeather
BasedCropInsuranceScheme
(RWBCIS) to address existing
challengesinimplementation
ofcropinsuranceschemes. In
amajorstep,enrolmentinthe
two schemeswasmadevol-
untaryforall farmers, includ-
ing thosewith existing crop
loans.WhenPMFBYwaslaun-
ched,itwasmademandatory
forallfarmerswithcroploans
toenrolforinsurancecover.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

SECTORWATCH
INSURANCE

Insurers cut exposure
to govt’s flagship crop
cover scheme PMFBY

Grosspremium
underwrittenby
generalinsurershas
fallenby12.37%to
`4,221croreinthe
four-monthperiod
endedJuly2021as
against`4,817crorein
theyear-agoperiod

Across all job levels, recruitment activity saw optimistic or neutral
month-on-month growth Source: Monster.com/PTI

‘Hiring activity witnesses 4%
sequential growth in July’

8%Year-on-
year rise in

overall job postings in
July, indicating a
continued optimistic
outlook for the
comingmonths

Industriespreviously ina
slumpthatsawsequential
rise inpostings inJuly:
■Travel and tourism 16%
■Shippingandmarine 14%
■Officeequipment 9%
■Real estate 9%

Majorcitiesthatsaw
sequential rise inpostings:
■Delhi-NCR 8%
■Pune 7%
■Hyderabad 7%
■Chennai 6%
■Bengaluru 6%

Hiring activity sawanoverall 4% sequential growth in July,
with theuptickmainly inmetros, aMonster.comreport said

Boeing 737 MAX
to take to Indian
skies again after
over 2-year ban

ChinastillhasaBoeing737
MAXbaninplace. Reutersfile

NewDelhi:TheMinistryofCorpo-
rate Affairs (MCA) on Thursday
clarified that companieswill be
abletosetoffexcesscorporateso-
cialresponsibility(CSR)expendi-
tureinafiscalagainstmandatory
expenditure in thenext three fi-
nancial years. The circular an-
swering FAQs on CSR did note,
however, that this provisionwill
notapplytoexcessCSRexpendi-
tureincurredpriortoFY21.
The Centre had last year al-

loweddonationstoPM-CARESto
besetoffagainstCSRexpenditure
inthenextfiscal. ENS

Excess CSR
spending may
be offset only
for post-FY21

Needforentrepreneurs,industrygreaterthanbefore:MaharashtraCM

New Delhi



HIMACHAL PRADESH, PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
No. PWD/BWD/TA/E-tender/2021-22/-12171-230 Dated: 26.08.2021

“CORRIGENDUM”
The on-line tender for the work invited vide this office N.I.T. No. PWD/BWD/T.A/NIT/2021-

22/-11547-606 dated 19/08/2021 published vide R.O. no.3477/2021-2022(Classified) dated
19/08/2021 in Weekly Giriraj Shimla for which the starting date for downloading of bid is
26/08/2021 and deadline for submission of bid is 10/09/2021 are hereby extended as under:

All other Terms & conditions shall be remained unchanged. The bidders are advised to note
other details of tenders from the department website www.hptenders.gov.in.

--HIM SUCHANA AVAM JAN SAMPARK--
Executive Engineer, HPPWD Division Bhawarna, Pin-176083, Tel:01894-247777

e-mail: eepwd-bhaw-hp@gov.in, on behalf of Governor of H.P

1. Date of Online Publication. 09/09/2021

2. Document download Start and End date 09/09/2021 to 21/09/2021

3. Bid Submission start and End date 09/09/2021 to 21/09/2021

4. Physical submission of EMD and Cost of Tender document 21/09/2021

5. Date of Technical Bid opening, Evaluation of technical Bid 21/09/2021

6. Date of Financial Bid Opening -

3644/HP

Government of Karnataka
Office of the Executive Engineer,

PWD Division, Mandya
No. 08/2021-2022 Dated:25.08.2021

TENDER NOTIFICATION FOR
IMPROVEMENTS / CONSTRUCTION OF ROADS/

BUILDING WORKS IN MANDYA DISTRICT

Tender in Two cover system is invited from qualified

Eligible contractors for the following works through

e-procurement portal as per Standard bid document

KW- 3&4. Pre-bid Meeting will be held on 20.09.2021

at 11.00 am in the Office of the Executive Engineer,

PWD Division, Mandya, Documents may be

downloaded from 08.09.2021 Last date for Queries

27.09.2021 upto 4.00 pm, Last date for submission

of tender 27.09.2021 upto 4.30 pm, Date of opening

Technical bid 28.09.2021 at 5.00 pm onwards,

Financial bid will be opened on 30.09.2020 at 11.00

am or next Office working days. Tender Processing

Fees as per E-Procurement & Duration including

Monsoon 4/3 months No. of work: 3 Works in

Mandya City Estimate Cost Maximum Rs. 200.00

Lakhs to Minimum Rs. 100.00 Lakhs EMD as per

E-Procurement Portal. For more information contact

the above office during Office Hours.

Sd/-Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Mandya
DIPR/AD-MDY/MCA/297/2021-22

OFFICE OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR
ASSAM STATE TRANSPORT CORPORATION

PALTANBAZAR, GUWAHATI-781008
Ref no: ASTC/H.O/STY/21-22/2015 Date: 25/08/2021

RE-TENDER NOTICE
Sealed tender are invited from interested reputed authorised firm for supply of
the following group of items, which will be received by the undersigned up to 1
pm on the last date shown against item given below and will be open on the
same day at 3 pm.

The bidder must submit their bid documents in prescribed forms and details
which may be collected from the Stationery Section, ASTC, H.O. Paltanbazar,
Guwahati-08 on payment of Rs 500/- (Rupees Five Hundred Only) in Cash as
tender fee (non Refundable) for each group of items or else the tender
document can be downloaded from the website of ASTC,
“www.astc.assam.gov.in” and the tender fee of Rs. 500/- (Rupees Five
Hundred Only) can be submitted in the form of demand draft in favour of
“Managing Director, Assam State Transport Corporation”, which must be
submitted along with the bid documents.

The bidder who has already submitted their bids need not participate again or they
any withdraw their earlier bids and may submit fresh bids against this notification.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer (A&T)

ASTC, Paltanbazar, Guwahati-08

Sl no Name of the items Date of Tender form issue Last date of receipt

1 General Stationery Items 01-09-2021 23-09-2021

Web site : https://mahammb.maharashtra.gov.in; E-mail : ceommb@gmail.com
E-Tender Notice (Year 2021-2022)
Main Portal : https://mahatenders.gov.in

Departmental Portal : www.mahammb.maharashtra.gov.in
DIGITALLY signed E-Tender for following work is invited by Chief Executive Officer, Maharashtra Maritime Board,

Mumbai, from Registered with Government of Maharashtra in appropriate class and having experience in execution of marine
related civil works, for following work in B-1 Tender Form.

The details can be viewed online and downloaded directly from the Government of Maharashtra E-Tendering Portal
https://mahatenders.gov.in on sub Portal of Home Department www.mahammb.maharashtra.gov.in from 25.08.2021 at
1001 hours (IST) onwards.

The right to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason is reserved.
*Note : In this tender notice, the work of Sr. No. 2 is invited for 2nd call.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

DGIPR/2021-2022/1727 Maharashtra Maritime Board, Mumbai.

Sr.
No.

Name of Work Cost of
Tender in Rs.

Earnest Money
Amount in Rs.

Blank Tender form
amount in Rs.

Time limit for
Completion of Work

1. Repairs of RPO Office at Mandvi, Tal. and Dist.
Ratnagiri (Development Marine IV Training
Institute at RPO office Mandvi)

1,09,93,961/- 1,10,000/- 1,180/- 12 Months
(Including Monsoon)

2. Repairs of Jetty at Palshet, Tal. Guhagar, Dist.
Ratnagiri.

37,50,706/- 38,000/- 590/- 9 Months (Including
Monsoon)

HOME DEPARTMENT (PORTS & TRANSPORT)
MAHARASHTRA MARITIME BOARD

Indian Mercantile Chambers, 3rd Floor, 14 Ramjibhai Kamani
Marg, Ballard Estate, Mumbai-400 001

Tel. : 022-22658375, Fax : 022-22614331

¦FÈW d½F·FF¦F (¶FaQSm ½F ´FdS½FW³F)
¸FWFSFáÑ ¸FZdSMFB¸F ¶FûOÊ

BadO¹F³F ¸FIÊ ³MFBÕ ¨FZ¸¶FÀFÊ, tSF ¸FªFÕF, ru SF¸FªFe·FFBÊ I ¸FF³Fe ¸FF¦FÊ,
¶FZÕFOÊ BÀMZM, ¸Fba¶FBÊ-uqq qqr.

QcS²½F³Fe Ii . : qss-sswvytxv, R G¢ÀF Ii . : qss-sswruttr

Government of UT of Jammu & Kashmir
Office of the Executive Engineer

Mechanical Irrigation Division Anantnag HQ Awantipora
Phone No. : 01933247951 Email: xnmidanantnag@gmail.com

Gist of e-NIT No. 21/MIDA of 2020-21,Dated:- 25.08.2021
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Union Territory of J&K, e-Tenders in two cover system valid for 180 days,

are invited from Original Pump Manufacturers (OPM’s) or their authorized Dealers/ representatives or registered,
reputed and experienced Electrical/Mechanical contractors/other firms / SSI unit holders as detailed in the NIT for
the below mentioned works.

The bidding process shall be completed online in two covers viz. Cover ‘1st’ –Tender fee and Earnest Money
details, Deposit, fulfillment of prequalification criteria, technical specifications and acceptance to terms and condi-
tions of the tender. Cover ‘2nd’ - Financial Bid in the prescribed BOQ.

The work has been initiated as per the directions issued in Back to Village Programme

Tender consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specification, Bill of Quantities (BoQ), set of
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from Govt. website www.jkten-
ders.gov.in and the bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the same portal..

The bid uploaded on the website up to due date and time will be opened on scheduled date /time or any
other date convenient to the tender opening authority in the office of the Executive Engineer, Mechanical
Irrigation Division, Anantnag HQ Awantipora

All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in PWD Form No. 25 & 33.
Sd/=

Executive Engineer,
Mechanical Irrigation Division Ang,

HQ Awantipora
No. MIDA/1935-39
Dated:- 25.08..2021

I Publish Date 25.08.2021 at 16 :00hrs

Ii Document Down load/sale start Date 25.08.2021 from 16 :00hrs

Iii Clarification start date 29.08.2021 From 10 :00 hrs

Iv Pre-bid Meeting date 02.09.2021 at 12 :00 hrs

V Bid submission start date 03.09.2021 from 12:00 hrs

Vi Clarification end date 03.09.2021 upto 11:00 hrs

Vii Bid submission/ Document download / sale end Date 12.09.2021 upto 16:00 hrs

Viii Date and time of Bid opening 13.09.2021 at 02:00hrs or any date convenient to the Deptt.

S. Name of work Estimated Cost of tender Earnest money Time of
No Cost document/ Completion of

(“Rs” in Lacs) (In Rs.) work

1 2 3 4 5 6

1. 7.80 500/- 3% of quoted Rate 3 monthsDesign, Manufacture, Supply, Installation,
Testing & Commissioning of 10 cusec
Horizontal centrifugal Pumping Unit for LIS
Pattalbagh

The critical dates are as tabulated below:-

DIPK-7280

e-Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer Outer Seraj Division HPPWD Nirmand Distt Kullu H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the
online bids on item rate, in electronic tendering system, from the eligible clas of contractors registered with HPPWD for the work
as detailed in the teble.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Office of the Executive Engineer, Outer Seraj Division, HPPWD, Nirmand
Web: www.hppwd.gov.in Email: ee-nir-hp@nic.in

Phone No. 01904-255140 Fax No. 01904-255740

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the departmental website www.hptenders.gov.in.

Executive Engineer,
Outer Seraj Division HPPWD Nirmand

For & on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

Sr. Name of Work Estimated Starting Date Earnest Deadline
No Cost of money for

downloading submission
Bid of Bid

1. Rs. 55,62,834/- 03.09.2021 Rs.1,12,000/- 10.09.2021

2. Rs. 22,76,297/- 03.09.2021 Rs.46,000/- 10.09.2021

3. Rs. 14,31,249/- 03.09.2021 Rs.28,700/- 10.09.2021

4. Rs.28,95,056/- 03.09.2021 51,000/- 10.09.2021

5. Rs. 51,87,087/- 03.09.2021 Rs.1,04,000/- 10.09.2021

6. Rs. 48,91,706/- 03.09.2021 Rs.98,000/- 10.09.2021

Construction of link road from Dohgad to Khalair Km. 0/00 to 2/840.
Under SCSP. (SH:- Improvement of Formation deficiency between
Km. 0/00 to 0/675, C.D. works, C/o R/walls at various Rds, Kharanja
Stone soling in essential reaches, Parapets and un-lined drain in Km.
0/00 to 2/840).

Construction of road from Kandagai to Sour Km. 0/00 to 4/810. (SH:-
P/L essential kharanja stone soling different reaches and construction
of wire crate walls in Km. 0/00 to 4/810 ). Under SCCP

Routine Maintenance under Performance Based Maintenance
Contract for NaganChheoraChattri road km. 0/00 to 12/240 (Sub
Head:- Repair of pot holes and Routine Maintenance in km. 0/00 to
12/240 for 1st year)

Construction of link road from Thandapani to Village Sarahan Km. 0/00
to 1/410. Under SCSP (SH:- F/c 5/7 mtrs wide road in Km. 0/705 to
1/410).

M/T works on link road from Nirmand to Johad Via Ambika Mata
Temple at Nirmand Km. 0/00 to 4/435. Under MNP. (SH:- P/L Metallinh
and tarring in Km. 1/835 to 4/200).

Construction of link road from Deorikhad to Burjikhad Km. 0/00 to
2/500 under MMGSY. (SH:- Formation cutting 5/7 mtrs wide road in
Km. 0/175 to 2/130).

3623/HP

ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,
RUSHIKULYA BAHUDA BASIN, BERHAMPUR-760004

e-Procurement Notice No. ACE, RBB-07/2021-22
e-mail id: se_sicbam@yahoo.com

1. Type of Work :- Canal Lining works.
2. Total No. of Works :- 01 (One) No.
3. Amount put to tender :- Rs. 889.33 lakhs
4. Period of completion :- 17 (Seventeen) calendar months.

Date of opening of the Technical Bid:- 16.09.2021 at 11.30 A.M.
Further detail can be seen from the Govt. website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/-
Additional Chief Engineer

Rushikulya Bahuda Basin, Berhampur
OIPR-32072/11/0008/2122

A-400

Procurement officer Bid Identification No. Bid Amount
(Rs. in lakh)

Availability & Submission of
Bid On-line

Additional Chief Engineer Rushikulya Bahuda
Basin, Berhampur, Ganjam.

ACE, RBB (BIDN)
16/2021-22

889.33 From 31.08.2021, 10.00 A.M. to
15.09.2021 5.00 P.M.

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE MISSION DIRECTOR::AMRUT ASSAM

DISPUR, GUWAHATI-6
E-mail: amrutassam2016@gmail,com

Dated, Dispur the 26thAugust, 2021
NO. TP/AMRUT/3/2021/2
SHORT e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE/INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) No 1 of 2021

The undersigned invites bid online through e-Procurement system i.e. through website
www.assasmtenders.gov.in from Govt. registered class I A Contractor of APWD/APHED or
similar equivalent class of Govt. registered contractor in 2 (two) bid system for the following
work under AMRUT.

All other relevant information and the detailed Bid Documents shall be available in website
www.assamtenders.gov.in and can be viewed from 02.09.2021 up to 15.00 hr. of 19.09.2021.
Bid is to be submitted through online and in no case manual bid shall be entertained.

Mission Director
Janasanyog No. 1127/21 AMRUT, Assam

SI.
No

Name of Work Approx.
value of
Works

Bid
Security

Cost of Bid doc-
ument and Bid
processing fee

Period of
completion

1 Construction, testing, commissioning of
Elevated Service Reservoir (ESR) of Capacity
2700 Cum of Staging Height 16M with
Boundary Wall and Road including all allied
works, Distribution Pipeline and HouseService
Connections & Water Meter Installations for
Phase-2 Part of Silchar Town (24X7) Water
supply Project, all complete, including Two (2)
months Trial run after commissioning.

Rs.
18,76,22,919/-

@2% of
value of

work

Rs.20,000.00 15 months
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AUGUST26

OLYMPIC CHAMPION Neeraj Chopra on
Thursday askedpeople not to amplify their
'vested interestsandpropaganda'by twisting
hiscommentsfromaninterviewandalluding
toPakistani javelin throwerArshadNadeem
takinghisjavelinonpurposeduringthefinalin
Tokyo.
Choprahadtweetedalongwithavideoclip

onThursdayinanattempttoputanendtothe
controversybeingcreated.
"Iwouldrequesteveryonetopleasenotuse

meandmycommentsasamediumtofurther
yourvested interests andpropaganda. Sports
teachesus tobe together andunited. I'mex-
tremelydisappointedtoseesomeofthereac-
tionsfromthepubliconmyrecentcomments,"
ChoprasaidinaTweet.
"Meri aap sabhi se viniti hai kimere com-

mentskoapnegandeagendakoaagebadhaane
kamaadhyamnabanaaye... commentkarne se
pehelekhelkirulesjaannazaroorihotahai.(Ire-
quest everyonenot to usemy comments to
pushyourdirtyagenda... beforecommenting
please understand the rules of the sport),"
ChopratweetedinHindi.
Chopra had first spoken about this first

throwinthefinal inaninterviewtoTheTimes
ofIndia.
"Iwassearchingformyjavelinatthestartof

thefinal(inOlympics). Iwasnotabletofindit.
Suddenly I sawArshadNadeemwasmoving
aroundwithmy javelin. Then I toldhim 'bhai
givethisjavelintome.Itismyjavelin.Ihaveto
throwwithit'.Thatiswhyyoumusthaveseen
Itookmyfirstthrowhurriedly."
However, stories curatedbycertainother

newswebsites,basedonthequotesintheinter-
view,andcommentsonsocialmediapainted
outNadeemasavillain.
Chopra, inhis videocliponThursday, put

the rules of the sport in focus and said that
Nadeemdidnotdoanythingwrong.
“Anissue(mudda)hascomeupthat Ihad

talkedabout taking the javelin fromPakistani
participant ArshadNadeembeforemy first
throw in the final (onAugust 7). It has been
madeintoabigcontroversy,"Choprasaid ina
videoclippostedalongwithhistweet.
"It's avery simple thing,wekeepourper-

sonal javelin (insideaholding rack)but it can
beusedbyanybody. It is the ruleand there is
nothingwrong in that.He (Nadeem)had the
javelinandwaspreparingforhisthrow.Iasked
himtogiveittomeformythrow. Iamverysad
thatabig controversyhasbeencreatedusing
myname.We, javelin throwers share agood

bondandspeaktoeachothernicely."
Duringthelivetelecastofthemen'sjavelin

throw final, Choprawas seen asking for the
javelinNadeemwasholding.Nadeemhanded
itoverimmediatelyandChopraquicklymade
hiswaytotherunway.His first throwwasthe
unsurpassed87.03metres andhe followed it
upwith87.58metres, his best effort towina
historicgoldforthecountryintrackandfield.
International technical official CKValson

said javelinswerenot for exclusiveuseof an
athleteduringacompetition."Personaljavelins
aresubmittedasperthestipulatedtimemen-
tionedintheteammanual.Onceitissubmitted
anyonecanuse that. It is common for every-
one,"ValsontoldTheIndianExpress.

Ends2021season
Chopramadehistorybywinningthegoldat

theTokyoOlympics,buttheendlessstreamof
felicitationsandfunctionshehashadtoattend
afterreturninghomehastakenatoll.
OnThursday,ChoprainanInstagrampost

saidhewascuttingshort the2021seasonbe-
causeof a ‘packedschedule’ anda ‘boutof ill-
ness’. Choprawas scheduled toparticipate in
theDiamondLeagueinLausanneandParison
August26and28butthatisnowofftheagenda.
“Thepackedscheduleoftravelandaboutof

illnesshasmeantIhavenotbeenabletoresume
trainingsinceTokyoandtherefore,alongwith
myteam,havedecided to cut shortmy2021
competition season to be able to take some
timeoff,rechargeandcomebackstrongerfora
packed 2022 calendarwhich includes the
World Championships, Asian Games and
CommonwealthGames.
“Ihavebeenencouragedbyallthesupport

to Indianathleticsover thesepast fewweeks
andwouldurgeyoualltokeepsupportingIndia
andIndianathleticsinthemonthsandyearsto
come,JaiHind,”Chopraposted.
On returning from Tokyo on August 9

Choprahadtoattendaseriesof functions.He
feltfeverishandwasfatiguedbyAugust12but
after a dayhad to continue to attend events
hostedtofelicitatehim.Healsohadtocutshort
hiswelcomeceremonyinPanipatbecausehe
was feeling ill. Fromthecapital hehashad to
traveltoChandigarh,PuneandMumbai.

Duringthe live telecastof themen’s javelin throwfinal,NeerajChoprawasseen
askingfor the javelinNadeemwasholding. File

Paralympics:
Swimmer
Jadhav to miss
event due
to illness
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
TOKYO,AUGUST26

SWIMMERSUYASHJadhavwillmissFriday's
200m individualmedley SM7 event in the
Paralympic Games here as he is suffering
from cold and sore throat. The Indian con-
tingent's chef demission Gursharan Singh
on Thursday said Jadhav is a bit under the
weather and doctors have advised him not
to compete on Friday.His COVID-19 test re-
port is, however,negative.
"Jadhavhascoldandsorethroat.Doctors

said he should take rest. Sowe decided he
will not take part tomorrow. But hewill be
fineforhisothertwoevents,"SinghtoldPTI.
"HisCovid report isnegative,"headded.
The27-year-oldJadhav,whosetwohands

wereamputatedbelowtheelbowattheage
of 11 due to electrocution, will compete in
two other events— 100mbreaststroke SB7
on September 1 and 50m butterfly S7 on
September3.
In the2018AsianParaGames in Jakarta,

hewonagold in50mbutterfly S7 anda sil-
vereachin200mindividualmedleySM7and
50m free-style S7 events. Swimmers in S7
class have limited leg function or aremiss-
ingalegorpartsofbothlegs,orhaveampu-
tationsandcerebralpalsy.

Paddler Bhavinaben advances
IndianpaddlerBhavinabenPatelprogressed
to the Round of 16 in thewomen's singles
Class4tabletenniseventwitha3-1winover
Great Britain'sMegan Shackleton. The 34-
year-old Indian dispatched theworld No. 9
Shackleton11-7, 9-11, 17-15, 13-11 ina con-
test that lasted41minutes.
The other Indian in the fray, Sonalben

Manubhai Patel, however, ended her cam-
paign after losing 12-10, 5-11, 3-11, 9-11 to
MGLeeofKoreainhersecondwomen'ssin-
gles Class 3 groupmatch. She had lost her
first groupmatchonWednesday. Players in
the Class 3 category have no trunk control,
yet theirarmsareminimallyaffectedbythe
impairment.
Earlier in themorning, theworld no. 12

Bhavinabensecuredherfirstwininthetour-
nament over Shackleton after she was
blanked 0-3 byworld number one Chinese
paddler ZhouYing in theopening roundon
Wednesday.
Patel has three points from two games

andmovestotheknockoutroundalongwith
table leaderYing.
Athletes inClass4 categoryhave fair sit-

ting balance and fully functional arms and
hands. Their impairmentmay be due to a
lowerspinal-cord lesionorcerebralpalsy.

Can India host Olympics
in 2036 or beyond?
TUSHARBHADURI
AUGUST26

INTERNATIONALOLYMPICCommittee (IOC)
president Thomas Bach has said there are
plenty of countries interested inhosting the
Games in2036, 2040andbeyond, including
India. Thenext threeOlympicshavebeenal-
lottedtoParis (2024),LosAngeles(2028)and
Brisbane(2032).Conventionalwisdomhas it
thatthenumberofpotentialsuitorstohostthe
Gameshasgonedowninrecenttimes.Thees-
calating costs and controversies associated
with staging such a bigmulti-disciplinary
eventmaydissuademanycountries.ButBach
saysit’snotthetruepicture.

WhatdidBachsay?
InaninterviewwithTheWallStreetJournal,

conductedduring theTokyoOlympics, Bach
claimed the IOCwaswell placed in the long
termwhenitcametofindinghostsforitsflag-
ship event. Hementioned India, Indonesia,
GermanyandQatarascountriesinterestedin
stagingtheGamesin2036andbeyond.“And
thisisjusttheoneswhichcometomymind.So
weare really in a very good long-termposi-
tion,”theGermansaid.

Whicharethecountries
interestedinhostingtheGames?
Out of the four countriesmen-

tionedbyBach, three are fromAsia
andhavenothostedtheOlympicsbe-
fore.GermanylaststagedtheGames
almosthalfacenturyago.
Indiahasoftenexpressedadesire

tohost theOlympics,butnevermade it far in
theprocess. The IndianOlympicAssociation
(IOA)hassaid inthepast that itwants tohost
the Asian Games, Youth Olympics and the
SummerOlympicsoverthenextdecadeanda
half. IOA secretary general RajeevMehtahas
confirmedtheyareinterestedintheidea.The
Delhigovernmenthassaiditaimstostagethe
Games in2048aspartof thecentenarycele-
brationsof India’s independence.
QatarwillhosttheFIFAWorldCupnextyear.

Indonesiasteppedinatshortnoticetohostthe
2018AsianGameswhenVietnamexpressed
its inabilitytohosttheevent.Germanywould
liketojoinfellowEuropeannationsBritainand
France,whohavestagedtheOlympicsoverthe
lastdecadeorareabouttodoso.

Whyistherereluctanceinsomequartersto
hosttheOlympics?
The recentTokyoOlympicswas themost

expensive inhistory, and theone-year delay
duetothepandemicdidn’thelpmatterseither.
Theoriginalbudgetwasovershotseveraltimes,
andthebanonforeignvisitorsandspectators
at almost all venues reduced the revenueas
well.The2016RioGameshadtocontendwith
concernsabout theZikaviruswhileGreece is
saidtobesufferingeconomiceffectsofhosting
the 2004Olympics till date. Bidding for the

Olympics and lobbying is also an expensive
task.Manyhost cities strugglewith legacy is-

sues, aboutwhat todowith the in-
frastructureandvenuessetupforthe
Gamesatahugecost.

Whichcountriesmaybemore
enthusiastictohosttheGames?
Countrieswhichare smittenby

theglamourandprestigeassociated
withhosting theGamesaremore likely togo
forit.Chinatreatedthe2008BeijingOlympics
as its big coming-out party to showcase its
statureasabigglobalpower.Indiamaylikethe
ideaof showingthat itcanpulloff aneventof
thismagnitudeandmayfeelthattheexpendi-
tureandtroublewillbeworthit.Forothercoun-
tries,likeBritainandAustralia,theGamesmay
beacatalyst fordevelopmentof sportingand
otherinfrastructureinregionswhichmayneed
it.

What is thescenariowithotherevents?
ApartfromtheOlympics,theAsianGames

andCommonwealthGames(CWG)couldbe
termed as hugemulti-disciplinary sporting
events. Both of themhave found it tough to
gethostsoflate.Vietnamexpresseditsinabil-
itytostagethe2018Asiadduetoaneconomic
recession and general unpreparedness. The
Chinese city of Hangzhouwas the only bid-
derforthe2022edition,aswasAichi-Nagoya
(Japan)for2026.
TheCWGalsofacesasimilarpredicament.

Durbanwas awarded hosting rights for the
2022 event, but subsequently expressed in-
abilityduetofinancialconstraints.Afreshbid-
dingprocesswas launchedwithonlyBritish
cities showing interest before Birmingham
eventuallygotthenod.

TheIOAhassaidinthepastthatitwants
tohosttheAsianGames,YouthOlympics
andtheSummerOlympicsoverthenext
decadeandahalf.Reuters
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ACROSS
1 In factapointof view(5)
4 EconomyruinedBertand Ivy
(7)

8 Paintingskill (3)
9 Hehasconstructive ideas for
theArcticperhaps (9)

10 Repeat treat that isorganised
(7)

11 Thoughsolid in form, theymay
have fragile footing (5)

13 Strangegirl seenat theFrench
bars (6)

15 Listenout forbays (6)
18 Ring formatches (5)
19 Metal coverprotects thesewer
(7)

21 Virtueaneleganthorsewoman
mayhave?(4,5)

23Arecordclimb
(3)

24 Possiblysoreafter the finish;
agree? (7)

25 Thisholdsbackmovementon
thewesternborder
(5)

DOWN
1 Afraidof a fingergetting
broken(7)

2 Girl collapsed in therace (9)
3 Ritachangedacapital
investment (5)

4 Betterkindofhelper (6)
5 One impressionproducedby
journalists (7)

6 Iagainshowanger (3)
7 Still ones found inHimalayan
mythology(5)

12 Like thechairman, lostat sea
(9)

14 Her tale isgarbledbut
materiallycorrect (7)

16 Jackmayworkonthis
ecclesiasticalpoint
(7)

17 Not likely tochangehorses
(6)

18 Useone lineor itmayneed
two(5)

20 Twoindifficultiesbeingpulled
along(2,3)

22 Thishat isoutof date (3)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
As a result of recent
social encounters
younowseem tobe
torn betweennew

associations and aquite
natural duty to thosewhoare
unhappyor confused.With
careful juggling, youmaybe
able to satisfy your social
desires and fulfil your
other commitments.

TAURUS(Apr.21-May21)
Wearenowinthe
run-upperiodto the
nextmajor lunar
alignment.The

significance foryou is that
pleasantsocialeventsare likely
tocombinewithcertain intense
encounters, eventheoccasional
confrontation,over thenext
week.Familygatheringscould
bringsurprises, including
pleasantones!

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Whatever takes
placeonthework
frontnowneedsto
beviewedwitha

certainamountof cautionor
evenscepticism.Youhavetoo
muchtogain tosquander
everything for thesakeof some
personaldisputeorother. Itwill
helpmatters if youunderstand
thatpartnersdon'tnecessarily
agreewithyou.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Themoresensitive
amongyoumaynow
beaware that
children,and

interestsconnectedwith
children,are likely toassumea
greater thanaverageplace in
your thinkingover thenext few
days.Pleasurableeventsanda
changeof attitudeareon
thecards.

LEO(July24-Aug.23)
Unfortunately, any
disagreements or
difficultieswith
relatives or

colleagues are likely to
becomeeven greater over the
coming fewdays. But so, by
the same token, are
developmentswhich are
deeply pleasurable and
optimistic. You'll bewalking a
real tightrope so, good luck.

VIRGO(Aug.24-Sept.23)
Youhavea
powerfullycurious
side toyour
character.Over the

next fivedaysyourability to
searchout thetruth,
uncomfortableas itmaybe,will
beat its strongest.Keeponyour
current trackandyou'll
combinesolidsuccesswith
remarkable ideas.

LIBRA(Sept.24-Oct.23)
TheSunisacomplex
planet.Western
astrologers
emphasise itspower

over life,but theireastern
colleaguespoint toaharsh,
uncompromising face.This is
whyyoumaynowfeelboth
optimisticabout the future,yet
slightlyuneasy. It'sgoodtohave
doubts,becausethatmeans
you'llbecoveringall angles.

SCORPIO(Oct.24-Nov.22)
Betweennowand
theendof theyear
youwillbesowing
theseedsof a

domesticupheaval,possibly
evenamoveofhome.
Remember this trendasyou
manageyourpersonalaffairs,
andseeto it thateventssuit
your long-termplans.Also,
consideranyandalloptions.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov.23-Dec.22)
Afinancialor
practicalproblemis
obviouslynotgoing
todisappear

overnight.However, thestars
areabout todosomethingvery
curious,makingyoubelieve
thatsuchquestionshave indeed
disappeared.Buthavethey
reallygone?Orwill theyreturn
inadifferent form?

CAPRICORN(Dec.23- Jan.20)
Youarewellusedto
long-termplanetary
influencesbringing
nothingbutstress

andstrain.However, theplanets
arenowadoptingahighly
favourablepatternwhichwill
enableyoutodealwithmajor
underlying issues inall spheres.
Inparticular, therearesome
veryuseful financial trendson
thehorizon.

AQUARIUS(Jan.21-Feb.19)
You'vebeenwaiting
andwondering,but
somuchmore
shouldnowbeginto

fit intoplace.What isespecially
at stakenowareprofessional
andworldlyambitions, and
yourdeepdesire toachieve
immortalitybymakingyour
unmistakablemarkonthe
widerworld.

PISCES(Feb.20-Mar20)
Is thereanyway in
whichyoucan
scheduleaholiday,
preferablyan

overseas trip,over thenext
monthorso?Atanyrate,you
will enjoyputtingyourself in
situationswhichare
adventurous, andwhichwill
promptyoutobroadenyour
horizonsandwiden
yourexperience.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Hell isfullof________-GeorgeBernardShaw (7,8)

SOLUTION:APACE,RAISE/ARISE,SOLUTE,CRUMMY
Answer:Hellisfullofmusicalamateurs-GeorgeBernardShaw

CPAAE TOUSLE

SERAI RYCMMU

SolutionsCrossword4518:Across:1Put-and-take,8Tolet,9Primula,10Attacks,
11Break,12Sahara,14Demean,17Epsom,19Rake-off,21Clients,22Twine,23
Secondhand.Down:2Unlatch,3Attic,4Depose,5Amiable,6Exude,7Parkingfee,8
Transience,13Romanic,15Emotion,16Prison,18Skins,20Ketch.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

‘Don’t useme,my comments
to further vested interests’
Chopra tweets thatPakistan’sNadeemisblameless for takinghis javelin
as rulesallowforcommonuse;endsseasondueto ‘packedschedule’

I requesteveryonenottousemy
commentstopushyourdirty
agenda...beforecommenting
please learntherulesofasport...
Sportsteachesustobetogether
andunited. I'mextremely
disappointedtoseesomeofthe
reactionsfromthepubliconmy
recentcomments(sic).”

NEERAJCHOPRA

New Delhi



SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
AUGUST26

THEREWASanair of inevitability about Joe
Root’s 23rd Test hundred, second on his
homepatch.Fromthestartofhis inningshe
oozed such authority that it never felt like
the bowlers were inwith a chance, until a
JaspritBumrahnip-backerbreachedhisde-
fenceandhit themiddle stump.
During his 165-ball 121, Root at times

toyedwiththeIndianbowling–aslogsweep
from further outside the off stump through
widemid-on for a four off Ravindra Jadeja
borderedonaudacious.TheEnglandcaptain
let out his emotions only after reaching his
hundred,withhisfatherMattwatchingfrom
the stands. But going beyond another Root
masterclass, theseconddayof thethirdTest
wasmore about the hosts redeeming their
lostpride throughacollectiveeffort.
Much to England’s delight, it wasn’t a

Root lone ranger. Players skatingon thin ice
showedcharacter.HaseebHameedandRory
Burnsputona135-runopeningstand,both
scoringhalf-centuries.DawidMalan, onhis
returntoTestcricketafter threeyears,hada
‘reply’ for ex-England national selector Ed
Smith, who had questioned his ability to
score runs inhomeconditions.
Englandendedthedayon423/8,already

enjoyinga leadof 345runs.
Headingleyhasbeen the theatreofmir-

acles,fromIanBothamtoBenStokes,viaShai
Hope and AngeloMathews. But India need
themotherofallcomebacks,somethingakin
toaVVSLaxman-RahulDravidepic at Eden
Gardens20yearsago, to save thisgame.
Root’snumbersareBradmanesque.This

washissixthTestcenturyinacalendaryear,
threeonthespin. Intheprocess,healsosur-
passedAlastairCook tobecomethehighest
run-getter as an England captain in a year.
Cookhadscored1,364runsin2015.Rootal-
readyhas 1,398 in 11 Tests this year. His av-
erage in this series is touching127.
Root’s wagonwheel today had an over-

load of square-of-the-wicket shots, 27 per
cent of his runs coming in the arc between
deepbackwardpoint and fine thirdman. In
the formof his life, he took singles off good
deliveries and punished everything that
erred in lineand length.
Thedaywasovercastandnippytobegin

with.Butasthesunemerged,itbecamebat-
ting-friendly on an excellent cricket pitch.
KohliheldbackBumrahforeightoversatthe
start of the day’s play and trusted Ishant
Sharma’sexperience.Theveteranfastbowler
wascompletelybereftof rhythm.
MohammedShamisetupBurnswithan

off-cutterbeforecleaninghimupwithanip-
backer. Jadejamade one to straighten after
pitching to castle Hameed. At 159/2, India
still had a chance.Despitehis limited-overs
pyrotechnics and 199 for Yorkshire against
SussexintheCountyChampionshipinJune,
Malan had to overcome nerves. From
England’s point of view, his 70 and fluidity
wouldbethebiggestpositivefromthisgame.
No. 3 has been their problem area over the
last fewmonths. From Zak Crawley to Dan
Lawrence and Hameed, trial and error be-
came the norm.With twomore Tests to be
played in the series and theAshes to follow,
Malanbuildingonthiswouldaugurwell.
At the pre-match press conference, the

33-year-oldspokeabouthowhisred-ballca-
reerwasaffectedbySmith’sdecision.Hewas
dropped after the first Test against India in
2018,withthethennationalselectorsaying,
the batsmanwas “better suited to overseas
conditions”.ThreeyearswithoutTestcricket,
hislong-formcareerwasheadingforawrite-
off before post-Lord’s a panic-stricken
England decided to bring him back to the
fold. The England andWales Cricket Board
(ECB)abolishedthenationalselector’spostin
April,makingChrisSilverwoodall-powerful
onselectionmatters.TheEnglandteamhead
coachmadetheright call.

Playing at his adopted home ground,
Malan showed intent right fromtheoutset.
A very good player square of thewicket, he
wasn’t afraid to free his arms. The ballwas-
n’tdoingmuch,andMalandidn’thesitateto
usehis feet against Jadeja. It forced the left-
armspinnertoalterhis length.WhenJadeja
bowled short, the batsman targeted the
cover-pointboundary.
A faint tickle down the leg side off

MohammedSiraj,whichonlytheUltraEdge
could pick, felt like an anti-climax. He had
creamedthepreviousdeliverythroughcov-
ers for a four.Malan’s 139-run thirdwicket
partnership with Root slammed the door
shut on India. Between lunch and tea
England scored 116 runs in 26 overs. That’s
when the game completely tilted in their
favour.
Ravichandran Ashwin’s omission could

beputunderthescanner,especiallyonasur-
face where a few deliveries turned off the
rough even on the second day. Then again,
afterthemaraudingvictoryatLord’sthewin-
ningcombinationpickeditself.Indiaareback
against thewall because their batting im-
plodedonDayOne.
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Phantom’s skull mark, Root’s backfoot punch
SANDIPG
AUGUST 26

IN FRANTIC pursuit of a game-altering
wicket, Jasprit Bumrah, armed with the
second new ball, threw the entire kitchen
sink behind a short-of-length delivery at
JoeRoot. Itwasaneffortball that rosemore
thanmostotherdeliveries andseared into
Rootwithspeed.TheEnglishcaptaincould
have chosen not to intervene; most bats-
menwouldhaveoptedto leavetheball.But
Root, who could turn everything he
touches into gold these days, makes even
wicket-takingballsboundarydeliveries. In
a swift movement of balletic grace, he
stepped back, almost leapt with the ball,
dousedthecapriciousbounceandsent the
ball through the covers.
Fewcontemporary batsmenmake this

stroke look as easy as Root, fewer execute
it in as simple and uncomplicated aman-
nerastheEnglandcaptaindoes.Evenfewer
do thatbygettingover theball rather than
swayingawaytoallowthemselvesroomto
hit the ball.
There were several left-handers -

Sourav Ganguly when the mood seized
him,DavidGowerwheneverhewished,or
BrianLara, anywhere, anytime.Butnot too
manyright-handersareknowntoattempt
this difficult shot, certainly not with the
grace of Root. Not since Martin Crowe, at
least.

FromWaugh to Tendulkar
SteveWaughwas a canny exponent of

this stroke, especially in his endeavour to
neuter back-of-lengthbarrage, but hewas
awhirof limbs, inducingmoreadmiration
than awe.
SachinTendulkarwasanother sublime

back-foot puncher, but it was a stroke he
swapped for safety towards the middle
years of his career. The effort too showed
on his face at times. Gordon Greenidge
played this with murderous panache. But
Root unfurls back-foot punches with the
ease of swatting a bee aside, or plucking a

strand of hair.
Theback-footpunch is toRootwhat the

flickwas toVivRichards, or thecoverdrive
is to Virat Kohli. A shot that’s more than a
shot. An insignia, like the skull-mark of
Phantom. It’s bothmagic andmystique.
At his hands, science blends with art,

andadifficult stroketransforms intoasim-
ple, routine trick. He stands tall and up-
right, almoston the toes, andhasshortbut
decisive strides.
He shuffles back and across in his trig-

germovement, then looks tomakea short
front-foot press, albeit without commit-
ting.At theprecisemoment, he judges the
length, in this case back-of-length, those
nimble feet dropback, the body riseswith
thebounce like the curve in anelectrocar-

diogram,before thosehandsthrust theball
through the gaps.

‘Stick to the basics’
The fundamental, he said in a ‘Batting

with Joe Root Masterclass,’ is looking to
keep the front shoulder as side-on as pos-
sible.Hedoesn’tmindeven if theshoulder
gets a touch closer.
“Opening the front-shoulder could get

yousquaredup,”hesays.Thenextaspect is
keeping thehandshigher thantheball, the
primary tenet to ride thebounce.The third
factor ismakingcontactwith theball right
under thehead. “Pretty simple, if youstick
to the basics,” he adds. Far from simple,
lesser battingmortalswould vouch.
From this basic, stable position he gets

in, he could open up awide range of scor-
ing areas in the arc from cover to point by
opening the face of the bat and using his
dexterous wrists to laser-guide the shots.
Hedemonstratedthat throughouthismag-
nificent 121. Just a couple of overs before
that, he had imperiously punched a simi-
larly rising Mohammed Shami ball to the
rightofbackwardpoint. IshantSharmawas
cuffedthroughthesquarewiththeoldball.
Andwhendeliveriesof similar lengthdid-
n’t have quite as much pace as he ideally
wants, he steered a couple of boundaries
through the thirdman,waiting for theball
and twirling the bottom hand for perfect
placement. He decides the gap based on
bounce, pace, angle, field placement, and
line, but this year, from Galle to Chennai
and Lord’s to Leeds, he seemed to be pick-
ing gaps to hiswhims.
Theshothadatwo-foldeffectonThursday.

First,itthrewIndia’sseamersoutoftheirback-
of-lengthcomfortzone.Second,adirectcon-
sequence, bowlerswere compelled to pitch
furtherup,andintheprocessfedhimwithnu-
merousleg-sidegiftsthathedispatchedwith
glee. Though the initial emphasis is on the
back-foot, his sinewy legs astride intodrives.
Anoff-driveoff Bumrahgavehimimpish joy,
butperhapsnotthesatisfactionofaback-foot
punch.Ashot,forRoot,that'smorethanashot.
Aninsignia.

(Fromleft)ViratKohli,RohitSharmaandAjinkyaRahanewalkbacktothepavilionafteradisappointingsessiononDay2of thethirdTest. Reuters

England Leeds
Englandcaptain JoeRootscoreshis thirdcentury inasmanygames;Hostsaheadby345runsatstumpsonDay2

SCORECARD

INDIA:FIRSTINNINGS78
ENGLAND:FIRSTINNINGS423 /8
RBurnsbShami 61(153b,6x4,1x6)
HHameed bJadeja 68(195b,12x4)
DMalancPantbSiraj 70(128b,11x4)
JRootbBumrah 121(165b,14x4)
JBairstowcKohlibShami 29(43b,4x4,1x6)
JButtlercISharmabShami 7(12b,1x4)
MAlicsub(APatel)bJadeja 8(18b,1x4)
SCurrancsub(MAgarwal)b Siraj15(30b,2x4)
COvertonnotout 24(31b,4x4)
ORobinsonnotout 0(6b)
■Extras (b8, lb4,nb7,w1) 20
■Total (129overs) 423/8
■Bowling:
ISharma:22-0-92-0,JBumrah27-10-58-1,M
Shami26-7-87-3,M Siraj23-3-86-2,RJadeja
31-7-88-2.
■StumpsonDay2

ENGLAND VS INDIA
HEADINGLEY

Toss: India, chose to bat

COMEBACKTRAIL

Bounceback begins at the base for Sathiyan, wins minor title
SHAHIDJUDGE
MUMBAI, AUGUST26

FortifiedwiththespeedilyrustledupCzech
title,GnanasekaranSathiyanrecallsa time,
justa fewweeksback,whenhesatwithhis
coachSubramaniamRamantowatcha re-
play of his match at the Olympics. He
watched the video of himself racing to a
handsome 3-1 lead against World No 90
Siu Hang Lam of Hong Kong, before the
wheels fell off andhe lost4-3.He letsouta
small laughwhen he says hewatched the
video of his opening round loss “three or
four times.”
“Ihadacompleteanalysisof thatmatch.

Whatwent right,whatwentwrong, andat
what moments did I start to play safe,” he
says.“Andyouhavetowatchthosematches
without any emotion.
“It did take a few days to come out of

that. I’venever felt thatway, thatbad,about
losingfromawinningposition. I’vehadbad

losses in my career and that was one of
them. But I’ve neverhad abad run.”
Those roughmoments, ofwatching the

recording of a spectacular and surprising
defeatwithastraight-face, stayedwithhim
as he travelled to Olomouc, in the eastern
province of Czech Republic. The Olympics
were over, but the international tourwent
on.
And Sathiyan showed late on

Wednesdaythathetoohadmovedonfrom
that Tokyoheartbreak.

Dominant showing
The World No 39 and top seed at the

ITTF Czech International Open put the re-
cent failure behindhim towinhis career’s
thirdtourtitle.Andthiswasbyfar, themost
dominant showing by him at an event as
he went on to win it without dropping a
set.
While the tournament was a definite

step down from the high octanes of
Olympics and he was one of only two Top

100 player in the fray, it was a morale-
restoring and reassuring title victory for
someone who had been shattered by the
Olympics disappointment.
All through theevent, fromhisopening

round win against World No 723 Czech
player Tomas Koldas to the 11-9, 11-6, 11-
6, 14-12 win in the final against fourth
seeded Ukraine’s World No 111 Yevhen
Pryshchepa,hekeptthelessonsfromTokyo
withhim.
“The opponent is always coming back,

so you have to keep changing strategy.
That’s thething Ididn’tdo inTokyo,”heex-
plains.
“I hadmy Plan B and Plan C, but didn’t

change. When you start thinking about
winning you sometimes don’t think too
much. (Lam)changedstrategy,but Ididn’t.”
Sathiyanfacedsomethingsimilar in the

final against Pryshchepa as well, after he
raced to a 3-0 lead.
TheUkrainian started servingmore to-

wardsSathiyan’sbackhandandwastarget-

ing that areawith aggressive shots.

Improved decisionmaking
Ithelpedhimgotoa5-0leadagainst the

Indian in the fourthgame. That’swhen the
lessons fromTokyo started to kick in.
“Iknewwhathewasdoing.Hewasget-

ting intopositionearlybecausehe realised
my backhand returns of serve were more
central,” the 28-year-old says.
“The hesitation to try the big shots in

those key moments pulled me back at
Tokyo.ButnowIstartedtohitmoreaggres-
sivelyonmyreturns. I startedgoing for the
corners to throw him off, even during ral-
lies. I was 5-0 down and changed gears,
then Iwas 9-5 down, and then I brought it
to deuce. My decision making had im-
proved and Iwas going for shots.”
His first ever Olympic appearancewas

the first competitivematch he had played
since he secured a berth for the event at a
qualification tournament in March. For
nearly fivemonths hewas short of match

play, andheassumes that’swhathindered
himinTokyo. It’s thatdisappointment that
madethe title inOlomoucall themore im-
portant for him.
“It’s a special title coming at the right

time,” he says.
Mixingplay,makingquickdecisionsand

thinking instinctively, by his admission,
have come naturally to him. It’s what’s
helped him get to theWorld No 24 rank –
the best ever achieved by an Indian. It
helped him beat the likes of World No 4
TomokazuHarimoto.
And it helped him force the great Ma

Longtotakeatime-outwhentheyplayedat
theAsianCup in 2019 (a fewdays after the
Tokyo Olympic champion was seen sizing
Sathiyan’s game up during a pre-event
practice session).
This titleshowshimhe’sgettingbackto

thoseways.
“Itgavemetheassurance,”hesaysashe

lets out another laugh, “that I was back to
theold Sathiyanmode.”

Sathiyan’s thirdcareertourtitlecame
withthe28-year-oldnotdroppinga
singleset. File

JoeRootcelebratesafter reachinghis
centuryonThursdayatHeadingley.
Reuters
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KKR SIGN SOUTHEE TO REPLACE CUMMINS
New Zealand pacer Tim Southee has been roped in by Kolkata Knight Riders
for the remainder of the IPL scheduled to be held in the UAE from
September 19. The veteran New Zealand pacer will be a replacement for
Australia's Pat Cummins, who pulled out of the league due to “personal
reasons”. PTI

PepGuardiolaplans
tocoachanational
teamfrom2023
Manchester:ManchesterCitymanager
PepGuardiolasayshe'd liketocoacha
national teamafter his contractwith
theEnglishclubendsin2023.Speaking
toBrazilian investors, the50-year-old
Spaniard said he plans to see out his
contractwithCitybutcouldgointoin-
ternationalmanagement after that.
"Thenextstepwillbeanational team,
yes, if there'sachance,"Guardiolasaid
inanonlineforum. "Imusthaveabreak
aftersevenyears(atCity),Ineedtostop
towatch, learnfromotherplayersand
maybe that is the road Iwill take. ... I
wouldliketocoachattheEuros,aCopa
America,aWorldCup."Guardioladid-
n't say if he'd consider any other na-
tionalteamthanSpain,butsaidhedid-
n'texpecttogethiredbynationalteams
likeBrazil,whichneverpickforeigners
forthejob. AP

Can'tmoveforward
withoutembracing
technology:Kipchoge
London:Marathonworldrecordholder
andOlympicchampionEliudKipchoge
hopes that technologywill take "cen-
trestage"asathletesstriveforimprove-
mentandchase faster times in the fu-
ture.TheKenyan,whoovercamehumid
conditions inTokyoearlier thismonth
to claim gold in themarathon, was
among a host of runnerswho ran in
specially designedNike shoes fitted
with carbon-fibre plates for more
spring andquicker times, once again
rekindlingadebatearound"technolog-
icaldoping"."Ifwedon'tembracetech-
nologythenwearenotmoving...Iknow
regulationswill be there but technol-
ogyshouldtakecentrestage,"Kipchoge
said."Let all athleteshave top technol-
ogy,havetopinnovation." REUTERS

PSGandManCity
clubbedintogroupof
deathinUCL
NewYork:LionelMessi'snewclubParis
StGermainwill playManchesterCity,
managed by the Argentine's former
Barcelona coach PepGuardiola, after
being drawn together in Champion's
League Group A on Thursday.Messi
joinedQatar-ownedPSG,whowillalso
face Bundesliga side RB Leipzig and
Belgium'sClubBrugge,fromBarcelona
thismonth.AbuDhabi-ownedCitylost
lastseason'sfinaltoPremierLeagueri-
vals Chelsea. Spanish champions
AtleticoMadridandLiverpoolwereto-
getherinGroupBwithformerwinners
Porto and ACMilan.Barcelonawere
drawninGroupEwithBayernMunich,
BenficaandDynamoKyiv. REUTERS

FormerEngland
captainTedDexter
passesaway
London: Former England captain Ted
DexterhasdiedatWolverhamptonaf-
ter a bout of illness, theMarylebone
Cricket Club (MCC) said onThursday.
Hewas 86. "After a recent illness he
passedawaypeacefullyintheCompton
HospiceinWolverhamptonatmidday
yesterday, surroundedbyhis family,"
theMCCsaid. Known forhis ability to
dominate top-class fast bowling, he
slammedninehundreds, sixofwhich
were scores of above 140.Hewas in-
ductedintotheICCCricketHallofFame
earlierthisyear. PTI
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