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FISSURES INPUNJAB,CHHATTISGARH

TwoCong pots simmer:Mixed
signals on Capt, Baghel defiant

Govt clears all 9 names
sent by Collegium for
SC, now one vacancy
ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

THE CENTRE is learnt to have
cleared all the nine names rec-
ommended by the Supreme
Court Collegium for appoint-
menttothetopcourt,whichcur-
rently has 24 judges against a
sanctionedstrengthof 35.
Highly placed sources told

The Indian Express that the rec-
ommendations have been
“processed, approved and for-
warded to the President for is-
suance of warrants of appoint-
ment”. “If all goes well, the
SupremeCourtmayseenearfull

strengthbyearlynextweek,"the
sourcesadded.
The Supreme Court

Collegium, comprising Chief
JusticeNVRamanaand Justices
U U Lalit, AM Khanwilkar, D Y
Chandrachud and L Nageswara
Rao, had on August 17 recom-
mended nine names, including
eight High Court judges and an
advocate, for elevation to the
apexcourt.
The nine nominated by it

were four High Court Chief
Justices—VikramNath(Gujarat),
ASOka(Karnataka),HimaKohli
(Telangana)andJKMaheshwari
(Sikkim) — four High Court
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NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI, AUGUST25

A WOMAN member of the
Afghan parliament has said she
wasdeported fromNewDelhi’s
Indira Gandhi International
Airport on August 20, five days
after the fall of Kabul to the
Taliban.
Rangina Kargar, member of

theWolesi Jirgawhere she rep-
resentstheFaryabprovince,said
she arrived at the IGI Airport
earlyAugust20fromIstanbulon
a Fly Dubai flight. She holds a
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MANOJCG,KANCHAN
VASDEV&GARGIVERMA
NEWDELHI, CHANDIGARH,
RAIPUR,AUGUST25

THE CONGRESS is once again
battling to contain rebellions
threatening its governments in
both Punjab and Chhattisgarh,
despitethehighcommandstep-
ping in.
InPunjab,ministersandMLAs

seekingChiefMinisterAmarinder
Singh's removal reiterated their
demandWednesday,despitethe
Congressassertingthattherewas

no question of doing so. In
Chhattisgarh,freshfromapeace-
making meeting with Rahul
Gandhi in Delhi, CM Bhupesh
Baghelagaintookpotshotsatrival
TSSinghDeo
FourPunjabCongressminis-

ters and three MLAs met the
party's state in-charge Harish
Rawat inDehradunWednesday
to seek Amarinder's removal.
Rawat, who said before the
meetingthatthe2022Assembly
electionswouldbefoughtunder
Amarinder, is learnttohavetold
them the CM would remain

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

LEFTWITHahandfulof
governmentsacrossthe
country, theproblemsin
PunjabandChhattisgarh
arebadnewsforthe
Congress.Botharestates
thathadbeenwondeci-
sivelybyitsCMs,andthe
highcommand's failureto
haveitssayis instructive.
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MBA student
gangraped
in Mysuru,
is critical

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,AUGUST25

A23-year-oldMBAstudentwas
allegedly gangraped by four or
five unidentified personswhen
she was returning from a
forestedareawithamale friend
inMysuruonTuesdaynight.
Thewoman, who is critical,

isyettogiveherstatementtothe
police. Police have obtained a
statement fromher friendwho
wasalsoassaultedbythegroup.
The incident took place

around 8 pm in the Tippayy-
anakereregion,inLalithadripura
area of Mysuru, police sources
said.Thewomanhasbeeniden-
tified as a student from outside
Karnatakawhowas studying in
Mysuru.
According to police sources,

four or five persons were in-
volved in the incident.
A senior police officer said

the accusedwere drunkwhen
they spotted the couple on an
isolatedroutetoChamundiHills.
Atfirst,theyallegedlytriedtorob
the couple, but later took the
womantoanotherspotandsex-
ually assaulted her. A case has
beenregisteredattheAlanahalli

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Afghan woman MP
says flew to Delhi
last week, deported

MLAsreiteratecallforCapt’sremoval;Baghelsayssometryingtodestabilisegovt

EXPRESSNETWORK

SCHOLAR-ACTIVIST
GAIL OMVEDTDIES
PAGE 6

Rangina
Kargar

DEADLINENEAR,
RACE TOEVACUATE
INDIAMAKES E-VISA
MUST, CANCELS
EARLIER VISAS
PAGES12,5

INSIDE

New Delhi



THESECONDPAGE2 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,THURSDAY,AUGUST26,2021

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Biharparties teamup
oncastecensus
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

SantoshSinghjoins thepodcast todiscuss
theunanimousdemandforacastecensus
byparties fromBiharandwhat itmeans for
therulingalliance inthestate.
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MBA student
gangraped in
Mysuru, is
critical
policestationandeffortsarebe-
ing made to nab the accused,
saidapoliceofficer.
Thewomanhasbeenadmit-

ted to a hospital inMysuru, po-
lice said.
"These cases are very sensi-

tive.Wecannotrevealtoomany
details. An FIR has been regis-
tered.Wewillknowhowtheat-
tack happenedwhenwe get a
statement from the victim.
Meanwhile,herfriendhasgiven
astatementandwehavefiledan
FIR on the basis of that,'' said
Mysuru Police Commissioner
Chandragupta.
"We have set up special

teams for investigation.We are
lookingatallangles.Anincident
has occurred and we want to
probe it effectively,'' he said.
"They are both students. At

around7.30pmyesterday, they
went to the forest region near
the helipad. Some people who
werefollowingthemhavedone
this.Ataround1.30am,theygot
admitted to a hospital. In the
morning, amemowas received
from the hospital. An FIR has
been registered. Further in-
quiriesareon.Ihavedirectedthe
police to take it very seriously.
Noarrestshavebeenmadeuntil
now.We have sent an ADGP to
Mysuru,'' said State Home
Minister Araga Jnanendra. He
said he is scheduled to visit
MysuruonThursday.
Karnataka Chief Minister

Basavaraj Bommai, who is in
Delhi, said he had directed
Director General of Police
PraveenSoodtofindtheaccused
at the earliest. "A case has been
registered. I have told the DGP
that whoever has perpetrated
this should be identified and
stringentactionshouldbetaken
against them,'' hesaid.

Afghan woman
MP says flew to
Delhi last week,
deported
diplomatic/official passport
whichfacilitatesvisa-freetravel
underareciprocalarrangement

with India.
Adayearlier,ExternalAffairs

MinisterSJaishankarhadunder-
linedthatIndia’sfocuswouldbe
topreserveitshistoricalrelation-
ship with Afghanistan and its
people.
Kargar, who has been a par-

liamentariansince2010,toldThe
IndianExpressthatshehadtrav-
elledmanytimestoIndiaonthe
same passport in the past. She
said she used to be waved
throughearlier,butthistime,im-
migration officials asked her to
wait. Shesaid they toldher they
hadtoconsult theirsuperiors.

Aftertwohours,shewassent
back by the same airline to
Istanbul via Dubai. “They de-
ported me, I was treated as a
criminal. I was not given my
passport in Dubai. It was given
backtomeonlyinIstanbul,”36-
year-oldKargar said.
“It was not goodwhat they

did to me. The situation has
changedinKabulandIhopethe
Indian government helps
Afghanwomen,” shesaid.
Shesaidnoreasonwasgiven

for the deportation, but “it was
probablyrelatedtothechanged
political situation in Kabul,

maybesecurity”.
A source in theMinistry of

External Affairs said theywere
notawareoftheincidentinvolv-
ingKargar.
Two days after shewas de-

ported, India welcomed two
Afghan Sikh MPs, Narinder
SinghKhalsa andAnarkali Kaur
Honaryar--Honaryaristhefirst
Sikhwomantohaveenteredthe
Afghan parliament. Unlike
Kargar, they arrived on evacua-
tion flightsarrangedbyDelhi.
“Those flights were meant

for Indians andAfghan Indians,
notAfghans,”Kargar said.

She said she had a doctor’s
appointmentat11amataSouth
Delhi hospital on thedayof her
arrival,andhadanAugust22re-
turn ticket to Istanbul. Shewas
travelling alonewhile her hus-
band Fahim and four children
were in Istanbul. Fahim Kargar
ischiefofstaff intheWolesiJirga,
and the family arrived in
Istanbulat theendof July.
“I never expected this from

Gandhiji’s India.We are always
friends with India, we have
strategicrelationswithIndia,we
have historic relations with
India. But in this situation, they

have treated a woman and a
memberof Parliament like this.
They told me at the airport,
‘sorry,wecannotdoanythingfor
you’,”Kargar said.
ATurkmenborninMazar-e-

Sharif in 1985, she is not affili-
ated to any political party and
describes herself as awomen’s
rightsactivist.Shesaidshecould
notreturntoKabulbecause“the
situation has changed”, and in
any case, as there are no flights
home, she will remain in
Istanbul and “wait to seewhat
happens, wait for Taliban to
make the government, see if
they allowwomen to sit inpar-
liament”.

Govt clears all 9
names sent by
Collegium for
SC
judges Justices B VNagarathna
(Karnataka), M M Sundresh
(Madras), C T Ravikumar
(Kerala) and Bela M Trivedi
(Gujarat), and Senior Advocate
PSNarasimha.
The Indian Express first re-

ported on the Collegium’s
choicesonAugust18.
In a first, the list included

threewomen judges, of whom
Justice Nagarathna could go on
to become the country’s first
womanChief Justice,thoughfor
just over a month -- from
September 25 to October 29,
2027. Besides her, Gujarat Chief
Justice Nath and Senior
AdvocateNarasimhaalsohavea
chance to become the Chief
Justice of India, alsowith short
tenures.
IfhebecomesChief Justiceof

India, Narasimha, who also
served as Additional Solicitor
General,wouldonlybe the sec-
onddirectappointeeoccupying
the toppost.
Thedaughterof formerCJIE

S Venkataramaiah, Justice
Nagarathnapractisedcommer-
cial lawinBengalurubeforebe-
ing appointed as Additional
Judge of the Karnataka High
Court in 2008. She is currently
thesecondmostsenior judgein
theHighCourt.
On August 17, when the

Collegiummet, the Supreme
Court had nine vacancies.With
the retirement of Justice Navin
Sinha on August 18, this has
goneupto10.
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Cong troubles not over: Mixed
signals on Capt, Baghel defiant
unchanged.
Talking to The Indian

Express,Rawatsaidnobodyhas
“officially submitted any
memorandum or something
to me” seeking a leadership
change. "I have been hearing
this from Punjab... media and
others. But I don’t think this is
there. There are some prob-
lems, issues which require to
beredressedbytheCM.Ithink
he will take the (steps
needed).”
Askedspecificallywhether

Amarinder would lead the
partyintheelections,ashewas
reportedashavingsaid,Rawat
said it was for the high com-
mandtodecideasto"whowill
be theCM". "I havenothing to
say.”Onwhetherhecould say
with full confidence that
Amarinderwouldcontinueas
CM till the elections, Rawat
said,“IsssamaytohCMhainna
woh (Right now, isn't he the
CM)?”
Thosewhomet Rawat in-

cludedministersTriptRajinder
SinghBajwa,SukhjinderSingh
Randhawa, Charanjeet Singh
Channi and Sukhbinder
Sarkaria, apart from MLAs
Barindermeet Pahda, Kulbir
Zira and Surjit Dhiman. The
meeting of Punjab Congress
leadersonTuesdaythatcalled
for Amarinder's removal was
heldatBajwa's residence.
Rawatadmitted that some

controversialcommentsmade

by newly appointed Punjab
Congress president Navjot
SinghSidhu’saideswereanis-
sue. "I have spoken to the PCC
president. He assuredme he
will resolve it. I told himcom-
mentsonsuchsensitiveissues
against the party’s accepted
line... thepartywill not accept
them,"hesaid.
On his meeting with the

Punjab leaders, Rawat said it
wasabout "grievances related
to the constituency level", be-
sides political and general is-
sues. "They wanted certain
things to happen in the party,
the government to resolve
some issues immediately be-
cause elections are approach-
ing. They were right... Some
wereworried about stoppage
of funds, some about political
appointments... They raised
many issues which are in the
interestof thestate...notall is-
sueswerepersonal."
Rawat said he had told the

leaders hewould dowhat he
could. “The grievanceswhich
canbe redressed atmy level, I
willtrytosortthemout... (oth-
ers) Iwouldbringtotheatten-
tionof the leadership."
A source said Rawat was

clear that the leaders were
welcome to meet him, but
therewas no question of any-
one other than Amarinder
leading the party in the elec-
tions."Thegovernmentwillbe
fulfillingall itspromises in the

next fewmonths. The senti-
ments conveyed by the dele-
gationwill be conveyed to the
high command,” the source
said.
InChhattisgarh,Baghelsaid

thosetalkingaboutrotationof
CMpostwere "trying to bring
political instability".TheSingh
Deo camp talks of a promise
reportedly given tohimat the
timeofgovernmentformation
in 2018 that hewould replace
Baghel after two-and-a-half
years.
In an apparent show of

strength, hundreds of people
along with 15-oddMLAs, in-
cluding ministers Ravindra
ChaubeyandAmarjeetBhagat,
came to Raipur airport to re-
ceiveBaghelashearrivedfrom
Delhi Wednesday. Flowers
wereshoweredonhim,amidst
slogans such as "Chhattisgarh
ada hua hai, CM Bhupesh
Baghel ke sang khada hua hai
(Chhattisgarh is standing
strong, standing with CM
Baghel)". Later, around 25
MLAs reportedly came to
Baghel's residence for ameet-
ing,detailsofwhichwerekept
underwraps.
Baghel told reporters he

had spoken to the party lead-
ership in Delhi about the
schemes of the "state govern-
ment,developmentandpolit-
ical situation". “Punia jihasal-
ready clarified (about the
rumours of leadership

change).Afterhisstatement, is
thereanythinglefttobesaid?"
Baghel remarked. P L Punia is
the Congress in-charge of
Chhattisgarh.
While Baghel and Singh

Deo met Rahul Gandhi to-
getherandseparatelyTuesday,
theCMalsometAICCchiefKC
VenugopalWednesdaymorn-
ingbeforereturningtoRaipur.
Baghel added thathewas-

n't hankering for a post and
"when thehigh commandor-
ders, I will quit". "Those who
are talking about two-and-a-
half years, they are trying to
bring political instability and
theywillnever succeed."
Thanking Sonia and Rahul

Gandhi for entrusting the CM
post to "a farmer like me",
Baghel said his government
was"offarmers,tribals,labour-
ersand2.8crorepeopleof the
state".Heclaimedthat theBJP
kept attacking him because it
was a "farmers' government".
“Thesonofa farmer is theCM,
whom they consider their
biggest challenge."
Asked about the slogans

raised by his supporters,
Baghelsaideveryonewashail-
ing "Sonia ji, Rahul ji and the
Congressparty".
Foraweeknow,Raipurhas

been plastered with posters
demonstratingsimilarsupport
forBaghel, throughwishes for
his birthday, which fell on
August23.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
CHENNAI, AUGUST25

THE TAMIL Nadu BJP
WednesdayexpelledaYouTuber
—whohaduploadedanexplicit
video of a senior state leader —
andhisassociatefor“expressing
views”against theparty.
Party stategeneral secretary

KaruNagarajanannouncedthat
MadanRavichandranandhisas-
sociate Venba were removed
from theparty’s primarymem-
bership.Heaskedpartyworkers
to sever tieswith them.
Ravichandran had Tuesday

uploadedthevideopurportedly
showing the then state general

secretaryKTRaghavan inanex-
plicit video call with awoman.
Raghavanthenquithispost.
"Youtuber Madan

Ravichandran and his associate
Venba, who had expressed

views contrary to the BJP's ide-
ologies, have been removed
from theparty's primarymem-
bership,”Nagarajansaid.
Both of them called on BJP

state chief KAnnamalai and as-
suredcooperation toacommit-
teetoprobeallegationsofsexual
harassmentagainstpartymem-
bers,Nagarajansaid.
Raghavandeniedhisinvolve-

mentinthevideoandclaimedit
wasmeant to tarnishhis image.
Claiming he could not take

actionagainstRaghavanwithout
Ravichandran furnishingmore
details, Annamalai announced
the constitution of a panel to
probesexualharassmentallega-
tionsagainstpartymembers.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
RAJKOT,AUGUST25

ABITTERdisputehasbrokenout
in the Rajkot royal family over
the ancestral property worth
hundreds of croreswith one of
themembersmovingcourt.
Ambalika Devi, the sister of

MandhatasinhJadeja,whoisthe
17th king of the over 400-year-
old erstwhile princely state of
Rajkot inGujarat,has filedasuit
in thecity civil court against the
release deed and thewill of her
fatherManoharsinh Jadeja, her
lawyer Ketan Sindhava said on
Wednesday.
She has challenged the re-

leasedeedwhichconstruedthat
shehadrelinquishedherrighton
inheritanceproperty.
Ambalika Devi, who lives in

Jhansi, has claimed she was
made to sign a release deed by
her brother Mandhatasinh
Jadeja in 2019when she visited
Rajkot following her father’s
death, “by keeping her in the
darkand ill-informed”,hesaid.
Shehas challenged the2013

will of her father, that her
brotherproducedbeforedeputy
collector in 2019 to allegedly
mutate the entry in revenue

records, andhas sought adirec-
tionfromthecourttodeclarethe
release deed as null and void,
Sindhavasaid.
Basedonthewill andthere-

lease deed, which are under
challenge, the petitioner’s
brother had allegedly initiated
mutation entry in the revenue
department to make him the
sole owner of the property, the
lawyer said.
“The will of her father

ManoharsinhJadeja, theformer
financeminister (of Gujarat), is
unregistered. The opposing
party even tried to tamperwith
thewill,”heclaimed.
“A year after Manoharsinh

passed away in 2018, his son

dupedmy client bymaking her
sign a release deed in the name
of anancestral temple.Wehave
challenged this as well,” the
lawyer said.
On Tuesday, Rajkot Deputy

Collector Charansinh Gohil re-
jectedthemutationentryonthe
basis of the objection raised by
AmbalikaDevi.
Asperherlawyer,thedeputy

collector said the order of the
civil court will be binding on
both theparties.
However, Mandhatasinh

Jadeja’s advocate Nirav Doshi
claimed his client’s sister was
paid Rs 1.5 crore as per thewill
which she had accepted in the
presence of her husband and
twosons.
She had signed a registered

release deed that shewill have
no right on the ancestral prop-
erty whichwas duly signed by
her,Doshisaid.Herhusbandand
two sons are also witnesses to
thedeedthatshesignedin2019,
heclaimed.
“We have produced all the

documentary evidence in the
court, and the matter is next
likely to come up for hearing in
the court of additional senior
civil judge L DWagh on August
31,”hesaid.

Rajkot royal family member
moves court over property

MandhatasinhJadeja. File

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

“I AMvery happy”was Prakash
Singh's reaction after his son
PankajSinghwasonWednesday
appointedasthedirectorgeneral
of the Border Security Force, a
post held by him nearly three
decadesback.
Thisisforthefirsttimethata

son is stepping into theshoesof

hisfatherinthecentralparamil-
itary forces, said an elated 85-
year-oldPrakashSinghwhilehis
son was receiving congratula-
torymessages from people on
hispromotionas theBSFchief.
PrakashSingh, a 1959-batch

IPS officer, had retired from the
BSF in1994.
He is atpresentChairmanof

the Police Foundation and
Institute, a multi-disciplinary
think-tankdedicatedtoworkfor

policereformsandtheimprove-
ment of policing through re-
search, capacity building and
policyadvocacy.
Considered an architect of

police reforms in the country,
PrakashSinghhadpetitionedthe
SupremeCourtin1996forcarry-
ing out certain changes after
which the government started
givingafixedtenureoftwoyears
at least to the chief of the
IntelligenceBureau, theCBI, for-

eign secretary, the RAW's chief
andtheUnionhomesecretary.
"I have nowords to express

as he (Pankaj) has risen to the
highest ranks with his hard
work,"PrakashSingh toldPTI.
Prakash Singh is a distin-

guished police officer of the
countrywith an excellent track
record for combating terrorism
and insurgency in themost tur-
bulenttheatresof thecountry—
Nagaland, Assam, Punjab,

Jammu and Kashmir. The gov-
ernment, in recognition of his
contributiontonationalsecurity,
awardedhim thePadmaShri in
1991.Hehasauthoredsixbooks.
He was member of the

National Security Advisory
Board(2013-14)aswellasasso-
ciate fellow of the Joint Special
OperationsUniversity (US).
Pankaj Singh, a 1988-batch

IPS officer, will take over as the
chief of theBSFonAugust31.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,AUGUST25

CALLING IT amajor relief to the
farmers, theUttar Pradesh gov-
ernment on Wednesday an-
nounced towithdraw the cases
filed against farmers due to the
stubbleburningandwaivedthe
fine imposedonthem.
Making the announcement

following his interaction with
farmers, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath also instructed offi-
cialsnottodisconnectthepower
supply to a “single farmer” due
toarrearsintheirelectricitybills.
The chief minister said that a
one-time settlement scheme
willbeintroducedforfarmersso
that they do not have to pay in-
terestorpenaltyonthepending
electricitybills.
“The governmentwill with-

drawthecasesregisteredagainst
thefarmersduetostubbleburn-
ing and the decision will be
takenonrefundof fine,”saidthe
CM.
During his interaction,

Adityanathalsoclaimedthatbe-
fore thenewcanecrushingsea-
son, all the previous payments
thatarependingsince2010will
bemade.
“Wewill work tomake sure

timely payments are made as
well as to increase the price of
sugarcane. The decisionwill be
communicated to all the con-
cerned stakeholders so that the
farmers are notmisguided,” he
said.
TheCMalso said that unlike

theOppositionpartieswho“use
farmers to satisfy their political
interests”, the BJP under the
guidance of Prime Minister
NarendraModi hasworked in a
planned andphasedmanner to
uplifttheconditionof farmersin
thecountrysince2014.
“Our government has

workedwith the goal to double
theincomeof farmers,”thechief
minister said.
“TheCovid-19pandemic to-

day has grappled the entire
world. However, the farmers
have faced it bravely. The sugar
millscontinuedtofunctioneven
duringtheCovidperiodandthe
farmers continued to produce
foodgrains,” said theCM.
Callingitapro-farmerstance

of his government, Adityanath
saidthatfrom2007to2016,only
Rs95,000croreswerepaidtothe
farmers for their sugarcane.
“Everything was due for 96
monthssince2010.Butbetween
2017-2021, over45.74 lakh sug-
arcane farmers inUttarPradesh
have been paid a record cane
price payment of more than Rs
1,40,000crore,” thechiefminis-
ter said.
While fixingthedate for the

start of the new crushing sea-
son, theCMsaidthatonthede-
mand of the farmers, sugar
mills would start operating in
the western districts from
October20,while inthecentral
region from October 25.
Similarly, the sugarmills in the
easternregionwill startoperat-
ing from the first week of
November, he said.

Stubble burning
cases on farmers to
be dropped, their
fines waived: Yogi

Police reformer says proud of son’s promotion as BSF chief

TN BJP expels YouTuber, associate
over explicit video of senior leader

BJPTNgeneralsecretaryKT
Raghavan(standing)wasthe
allegedsubjectof thevideo

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,AUGUST25

THESTATEprosecutionhasraised
an objection to Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP)MPAtul Rai filing an
applicationseekingdirection for
further investigation in the case
filedagainsthimattheLankapo-
lice station inVaranasi. The case
pertains to the alleged rape of a
24-year-oldwoman,whosether-
self on fire claiming inaction on
hercomplaintagainstthelegisla-
tor and succumbed toher burns
whileundertreatmentinthena-
tionalcapital.
AnMPfromGhosiLokSabha

seat of Uttar Pradesh, Rai has
been lodged in jail since June,
2019. Thevictim, alongwithhis
27-year-oldfriendandastudent
ofDelhiUniversity,setherselfon
fire outside the Supreme Court
on August 16. Her male friend
diedonSaturday.
Before setting themselveson

firethesameday,theyrecordeda
Facebooklivewhereinthewoman
said she had lodged a rape case
against theBSPMPandaccused
policeofsupportinghim.Shefur-

therallegedthatseniorpoliceoffi-
cers fromUttarPradeshwerenot
actingontheircomplaint.
Varanasipolice,whichinves-

tigatedtherapecase,hadfileda
chargesheet against Rai in a
Special MP/MLA court in
Prayagraj. The case has gone to
trial and nine prosecutionwit-
nesses,includinghermalefriend
who also died in Delhi, have
beenexamined.
Anapplicationseekingdirec-

tionforfurtherinvestigationinto
thecasehasbeenfiledbytheac-
cusedMPthroughhislawyerbe-
fore the Prayagraj court where
thecase isbeingheard.
DistrictGovernmentCounsel,

Prayagraj, Gulab Chandra
Agrihari said, the application
seeking direction for further in-
vestigationintothecasewasfiled
stating that theMP is innocent
and has been falsely implicated
becauseofpolitical reasons.
“Last week, the prosecution

filed an objection to Atul Rai’s
application stating there is
enoughevidenceagainsttheMP
andachargesheethasbeenfiled
againsthim.Theapplicationwas
todelay thecase,”Agrihari said.

UP govt objects to plea
by rape-accused BSP MP
seeking further probe

New Delhi
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THESUPREMECourtWednesday
asked the Delhi High Court to
considerdecidingapleapending
beforeitchallengingtheappoint-
ment of Rakesh Asthana as the
Delhi police commissioner
withintwoweeks.
The direction came from a

benchheadedbyChief Justiceof
India N V Ramana, which took
upforhearingapetitionfiledby
the NGO, Centre for Public
InterestLitigation(CPIL),against
theposting.Thebenchaskedad-
vocate Prashant Bhushan, who
appearedforthepetitioner, that
itwasappropriate that theHigh
Court, where a similar plea is
pending, decide it first so that

“wewill alsohave thebenefitof
that judgement”.
Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta had pointed out to the
bench that a similar petition is
pending before theHCand that
maybedecided first.
Bhushan, however, said the

CPIL petitionwas filed even be-
fore theonependingbefore the
HC,andinsistedthattheSChear
the matter. Solicitor General
TusharMehtahowever said the
question is not which court
Bhushanwantedtobeheardby,
butwhich fundamental right of
hiswasviolatedtoapproachthe
SC with a writ petition under
Article32of theConstitution.
TheCJI,afterconsultingother

judgesonthebench—JusticesD
Y Chandrachud and Surya Kant
—responded that there are two

issues. “Oneisaboutmypartici-
pation in thisas Ihadexpressed
myviews about this gentleman
in theCBI selection.”
ThoughBhushan said hedid

not thinkthatdisabledhimfrom
hearing it, the CJI added:
“Secondly, whether right or
wrong,somebodyhasfiledapeti-

tionintheHighCourt.Wewillfix
atimelimit…Thenwewillsee.”
But Bhsuhan strongly

pleaded that the SC take up the
matter,sayingthat“todayweare
findingambushpetitionsinHigh
Courtandherebecausethereare
petitions filed in collusionwith
thegovernmenttogetdismissal”.
Acknowledginghis concern,

Justice Chandrachud said the
courtwillthereforegivehimthe
liberty to file another substan-
tivepetitionbefore theHC.
Bhushan, however, contin-

ued to stress that the SC should
take up the matter. “This ap-
pointment is such an egregious
violation of the rule of law that
itaffectsthefundamentalrights
of each and every citizen. There
are such egregious violations of
this court’s order not just in

PrakashSinghcase(inwhichthe
court laid down rules regarding
selection and tenure of DGPs),
butalsoviolationofthreefunda-
mental rules… Therefore, I say
this courtmust hear it… I have
never come across such a case
where the government has
shownsuchabrazenviolationof
rule of law. Four days before re-
tirement, there is inter-cadre
transfer fromGujarat to Union
Territory cadre, then given one
yearextensionandjustfourdays
beforeretirement,heisgivenap-
pointment (as police commis-
sioner) in violation of Prakash
Singh direction. Every rule is
flouted to accommodate this
gentleman,” addedthecounsel.
Butthebenchstoodbyitsde-

cisionthattheHCshoulddecide
it first.

Plea challengesAsthanapick asDelhi
Police chief, SCasksHC to decide

Prosecution needs to be reminded right to
protest constitutionally recognised: Saifi

Day after murder of 4 in Gurgaon,
police arrest accused’s wife too

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,AUGUST25

UNITEDAGAINSTHate founder
Khalid Saifi,who is accused in a
UnlawfulActivitiesPreventionAct
(UAPA) case in connectionwith
theNortheast Delhi riots, told a
Delhicourtthatthe"prosecution
needs to be reminded that the
right toprotest is a constitution-
allyrecognisedright".
His lawyer, senior advocate

Rebecca John, had begun argu-
mentsinSaifi'sbailapplicationbe-
fore Additional Sessions Judge
AmitabhRawat,whoadjourned
thematter for September 9. The
police in their reply said thebail
applicationhasnomerit.
John told the court that the

"presentcase isnothingbutadi-

rect attack on the fundamental
right of the applicant to free
speech", and that he "has been
falselyimplicatedbythepolicein
thepresentcase,inordertocover
upanddeflectattention".
"Theprosecutionneeds tobe

remindedthattherighttoprotest
is a constitutionally recognised
right and any steps taken in this
regardwillnotattracttherigours
ofpenal lawif thesamearelegit-
imateandpeacefulandwithinthe
remitof law,"Johntoldthecourt.
Saifi's bail application stated

the prosecutionwas relying on
someof his speeches and inter-
views. The application stated
“thereisnoevidenceonrecordto
show”he gave “anyprovocative
speechessoastoinstigateanyone
tocommitanyactofviolence.”
“Thesaidspeechesandinter-

viewwould only prove that the
applicanthereinfirmlybelievesin
thedemocraticrightsguaranteed
by theConstitution of India. It is
submittedthatthepresentcaseis
anabuseofprocessoflawandbla-
tantattempttostifledissent,"the
applicationstated.
John submitted that allega-

tions regarding fundingof com-
munalviolenceinDelhiarewith-
outanybasis. "Itissubmittedthat
apart frombaldallegations there
is nomaterial on record to show
thattheApplicanthereinfinanced
inanymanneranyactofviolence
duringtheriotorevenotherwise,"
Saifi'sbailapplicationread.
The prosecution has used

bankstatementsof theapplicant
andhisNGOtoallegethattheap-
plicanthadreceivedfundsforter-
ror-relatedactivities.Onthisalle-

gation,itwassubmittedthat"nei-
therthesourcenortheutilisation
ofthefundsreceivedbytheappli-
cantinhisbankaccountshowany
illegalitywhatsoever”.
Saifi's lawyerssubmittedthat

the"entirecaseoftheprosecution
is basedonvague, contradictory,
andunsubstantiated allegations
without anyevidence to link the
applicantwithanyconspiracy to
cause communal riots as alleged
bytheprosecution”.
"Allegations in the present

case arenothingbut an amalga-
mation of charges/allegations
containedintheaforementioned
twoseparateFIRs. It issubmitted
thattheinvocationoftheUAPA...is
done for the sole reason to keep
theapplicantinindefinitecustody
anddenyhimtherighttobail,"the
applicationstated.

Jain launches
Covid rapid
response
centre

HealthMinister Jain

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

THEWIFE of an ex-Armyman
who allegedly murdered four
people inGurgaonhas been ar-
rested in connection with the
crime,police said.
The former Armyman, Rai

Singh, had surrendered before
the police Tuesday and told

them that he killed his daugh-
ter-in-law aswell as his tenant,
the tenant’s wife and minor
daughter.
"After questioningof the ac-

cused, we have arrested Rai
Singh'swife,Bimlesh.Prima-fa-
cie itappears thatshehadarole
toplayintheconspiracy.Weare
yet to ascertain the level of her
complicityinthecrime.Ourpri-
marytargetistogatherallthere-

quiredevidenceinthecase.Only
after that we can establish if
more people were involved
apart from Rai Singh," said
DeepakSaharan,DCPWest.
Bimleshhasbeensenttojudi-

cial custody,while investigators
havesoughttwodays’policecus-
tody of themain accused. A po-
liceteamisalsolikelytoquestion
the accused's son, who had left
forRajasthanbeforetheincident.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUG25

HEALTHMINISTER Satyendar
Jain inaugurated a Covid-19
Rapid Response Centre at the
Rajiv Gandhi Super Specialty
Hospital onWednesday as part
of the Delhi government’s at-
tempt to prepare for a possible
thirdCovidwave.
The centre, staffed round-

the-clock,hasbeensetuptoen-
sure immediate treatment for
Covid patients. It is equipped
with ICUs and ventilators. The
centre aims to provide emer-
gency care for Covid patients
without having towait for hos-
pital admission, the minister
said.
Moresuchcentreswillbeset

upatdifferenthospitalstomake
emergency responsemore effi-
cient. The government is at-
temptingtorevampgovernment
hospitalstopreparethemforthe
thirdwave, Jain said.
“The centre will ensure im-

mediate treatment to patients
uponarrivalwithoutwaitingfor
admission, and the patientwill
beshiftedlatertotheconcerned
warddependingontheircondi-
tion,”hesaid.
He also urged people to re-

main cautious and follow
Covid-appropriate behaviour.
"We must not drop our guard
even when the cases have
come down. We must learn
from our experience that any
negligencecanleadtodisaster,"
Jain said.
Asevereshortageofbedsand

oxygen supply during the sec-
ondCovidwavehad causedde-
lays in hospital admissions and
treatment,withpatientshaving
towaitoutsidehospitalgatesor
shuttle fromonehospital to an-
other for treatment.

RakeshAsthana
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ARANYASHANKAR
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

ATAmarathonmeeting lasting
over 12 hours on Tuesday, the
Delhi University’s Academic
Council(AC)approvedtheimple-
mentation of the National
EducationPolicy (NEP) fromthe
nextacademicyear.However,16
electedmembers dissented and
allegedtherewasnoproperdis-
cussiononthematter.
“The NEP has been passed,

anditwillbeimplementedfrom
the academic year 2022-23.
Somepeopledissented.Wehave
recorded their dissent,” Acting
Vice-ChancellorPCJoshitoldThe
IndianExpress.
Thematterwillnowgotothe

ExecutiveCouncil,whichhasjust
twoelectedmembers,makingits
implementation certain.This
means, fromnext year, DUwill
shift to a four-year undergradu-
ate programme (FYUP), and the
MPhilcoursewillbescrapped.As
per the NEP, there will be a
Multiple Entry/Exit Scheme
(MEES)wherebystudentswillbe
able to enter and exit the pro-
gramme at various stages. The
Academic Bank of Credit (ABC)
will also be implemented,
throughwhichstudentswillhave
theoptionofearningcreditsfrom
doing courses in other universi-
ties and colleges, whichwill be
addedtotheiracademic ‘bank’.
The Standing Committee on

Academic Matters had on
Tuesdaypassedtheagenda,with
threeof its27membersdissent-
ing.However, almost all teacher

groupsoncampus—barringthe
BJP-backedNationalDemocratic
Teachers’ Front—have opposed
the NEP implementation from
2022, terming the process
“hasty” and alleging therewas
not enough consultation with
stakeholders.
On Tuesday, someACmem-

bers said the NEP agenda was
broughtinthelast15-20minutes
ofthemeetingand“passedwith-
out discussion”.“TheUniversity
ofDelhihasnotaskedfordetailed
feedbackofthereportoftheNEP
implementation fromall stake-
holdersincludingmembersofall
relevant statutory bodies…The
reportmust be sent for discus-
sion to all statutory bodies, like
theCommitteesofCourses,Staff
Councils, Faculties, etc. before
taking it to the Academic
Council,”said16ofthe26elected
ACmembersintheirdissentnote.
“The implementationofNEP

2020willseeamassivereduction
ofcurrentworkload... It isclearly
stated thatMultiple Entry and
Exit Schemes (MEES) and
Academic Bank of Credit (ABC)
will be implemented inDU in a
manner that only core courses
will be left untouched and stu-
dentscanearncreditsforallother
(non-core courses) from other
universities. If we take into ac-
count the proposed Bachelor of
Arts (Hons) in Discipline with
Research, a studentwill have to
gettotal196creditsinfouryears.
Now,CoreCoursescomprisetotal
creditsof84,whichmean42.86%
ofentirefouryears.So,technically
thenDUwill be allowing 57.14%
of total credits to be earned in

fouryearsfromotheruniversities.
Thiswill have a direct negative
impact onworkload andpoten-
tiallywe can straightaway see a
lossofaround57%of thecurrent
workload,” theywrote.
Mithuraaj Dhusiya, an AC

memberwhodissented,said“no
substantial discussionwas al-
lowed” on thematter of FYUP
withMEES or on other agenda
items.“No votingwas allowed,
and the electedmemberswere
asked to deposit dissent notes.
This is a subversion of statutory
processes. Discussion in the
Standing Committee, with 27
members, isnotthesameasdis-
cussion intheAcademicCouncil
with over 100 members. This
shows that the DU administra-
tionlacksconfidenceintheFYUP
modelandisavoidingaddressing
important issues,”hesaid.
AnotherACmemberNaveen

Gaur, who signed the dissent
note,said,“Theymayclaimithas
been passed in theACbut there
washardlyanydiscussiononthe
agenda.Theyjusttookthedissent
notes and said theywill address
theissues,andwentaway.”
However, Joshi said enough

timewas given. “First of all, the
Standing Committeemeeting
only discussed theNEP the day
before yesterday in detail.
Yesterdaytoo,theNEPwasonthe
agenda–buttheychosetospeak
ofotherthingsduringzerohour.
They could have talked about
NEP.Who prevented them? It
only cameup fordiscussion late
at night because they discussed
otherissues.Wewereverydem-
ocratic,”hesaid.

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

AVIDEOhas come to light pur-
portedlyshowingbrothersRahul
Kala andNaveenBali, associates
ofjailedgangsterNeerajBawana,
sitting inside a lock-up and en-
joyingliquorandsnacks.Thetwo
were inMandoli Jail before they
were re-arrested onAugust 5 in
connectionwithaseparatecase,
andweretakenonpoliceremand
by theSpecialCell tillAugust10,
beforereturningto jail.
Police did not say confirm

whether the video is from the
SpecialCellofficeorMandolijail.
The 24-second video pur-

portedlyshowsfourmensitting

inside the police lock-up with
RahulandNaveenandconsum-
ing liquor, chips and other food
items.

Themenareseensittingona
mattress, and also seen talking
onthephoneandsmoking.Two
personscanpurportedlybeseen
sittingoutside the lock-up.
When contacted, DG (Tihar

jail)SandeepGoelsaid,“Wewill
look into it.”
Delhi Police spokesperson,

ChinmoyBiswalsaid,“Thevideo
isnotsubstantiatedandliquoris
not served inpolice lock-up.”
AnFIRunderchargesofcrim-

inalconspiracyhadbeenlodged
by the New Delhi Range of
Special Cell after they inter-
cepted phone calls wherein
Rahul and Naveen were al-
legedlyhatchingaconspiracyto
eliminatearivalcurrentlylodged
inRohini jail.
“Aftercollectingtechnicalev-

idence against them, police
startedaninvestigation.Thetwo
men were re-arrested from
Mandoli jail, where they were
lodged, and taken to theSpecial
Cell office. They returned to
Mandoli jail on August 10. One
of their associates, Sahil alias
Chintu, was also re-arrested
from Rohini jail,” said a senior
policeofficer.
Theofficersaidbothbrothers

workforNeerajandwouldmake
extortioncalls frominside jail.
Rahul was arrested in 2014

when he alongwith his associ-
ateRavihadallegedlykilledtwo
brothersfollowinganincidentof
roadrageinSultanpurDabasvil-
lage of Bawana in Outer Delhi.
HewascarryingarewardofRs1
lakh.

16 ACADEMICCOUNCILMEMBERSDISSENTEDTOTHEFYUP

HANGING ON
AfghansprotestoutsidetheUNHCR,demandingrefugeestatus forcitizensof thecountry, inDelhiWednesday. TashiTobgyal

Lineman
disabled
after fall
gets Rs 20LEXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

DELHI DEPUTY Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia accused the
CentreMondayof playing fraud
on thepeopleofDelhibynotal-
lowing the state government to
form a committee to look into
deaths caused by shortage of
oxygenduringthesecondCovid
wave inAprilandMay.
Sisodia said that in response

to his letter asking thatDelhi be
allowed to forma committee to
look into these deaths, Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya had said that there
wasnoneed.
“Hesaidtherewasnoneedto

form such a committee. Why
does he say so? He says so be-
causeataskforcewasformedby

the Supreme Court, which had
12-point terms of reference, of
which fivewere related to oxy-
gen.Hewrote that therewasno
need for a separate committee
becauseofthistaskforce.Ilooked
at the terms of reference of the
SCtaskforceandrealisedthatnot
asingleofthosedealswithlook-
ingintodeathscausedbythelack
ofoxygen,”Sisodiasaid.
In Delhi, at least two hospi-

tals-- Jaipur Golden and Batra
Hospital -- had stated that their
patients had died because the
hospitals ranoutofoxygen.
DuringtheMonsoonsession

of the Parliament, the Health
Ministry had said that no state
hadprovidedanyinformationon
oxygenshortagedeaths.
Sincethen,theDelhigovern-

ment and the Centre have been
in a pitchedbattle,with the for-

mersayingthatunless thecom-
mittee is formed, the state can-
not provide the Centre with a
number.
Sisodia had written to

Mandaviya earlier this month,
seeking permission to form the
committee. OnWednesday, he
saidthatMandaviyahadwritten
to him refusing permission.“If
you look at themandate of the
task forcewhich theminister is
citing to deny permission to us
to form the committee, you see
that it looked into the distribu-
tion of oxygen, the availability,
the interstate movement, and
the availability of drugs, medi-
cine and doctors. This is a big
fraudbeingplayedbytheCentre
on its people. When the task
force is not meant to look into
these deaths, why will it?” he
said.

Sisodiaalsosaidthatthemin-
isterhadpointedtothepresence
of the sub-group constituted by
theSupremeCourtonoxygento
denypermission.
“Thissub-group,withtheAI-

IMS director, a doctor from the
Maxhospital,astaterepresenta-
tiveandacentral representative
was constituted to look into the
supply, distribution, inventory
anddistribution.Thisshowsthat
both the reasons given by the
Centre are fraud. If the SC task
forcewas probing deaths, why
did you ask states for the infor-
mation? You have been lying
continuously. The truth is that
the distribution of oxygenwas
mismanagedbytheCentrethor-
oughly. It forced its ownpeople
to die…Let the enquiry happen
otherwise the truthwill never
comeout,”hesaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

THE DELHI High Court
Wednesday ordered a grant of
compensation of Rs 20 lakh to a
linesman who, in 2014 while
working as an electricianwith a
contractor of BSES Rajdhani
PowerLimited(BRPL),suffereda
fall while rectifying a fault at a
farmhouse in Delhi’s Bijwasan.
Bharat Singh,whowas then 21
years old, suffered permanent
disability in the accident during
whichtheelectricitypolethathe
hadclimbedonsnappedandfell.
Justice Anup Jairam

Bhambhani,saidthattheamount
will be jointly paid by BRPL and
Bryn Construction Company,
which had engaged Singh and
carried out repair andmainte-
nanceworksforBRPL,withinfour
weeks in his account, to be
opened inUttar Pradesh. Out of
the amount, the court directed
Singh’sfathertoopenageneralor
provisionstoreforhimintheirvil-
lageinUP.“Itismadeclearthatall
earnings from the storewill be
used and applied for Bharat’s
medicalandlivingexpensesand
for hiswelfare andwell-being,”
saidthecourt,addingthat thedi-
rection related to setting-up of
thestorebecompliedwithinfour
weeks.
The court also directed UP

government to treat Singh as a
personwith100percentperma-
nent disability and continue to
provide him the disability pen-
sion,lifelongfreebusandrailway
passes, free physiotherapy and
occupational therapy and all
other forms of relief and assis-
tance inaccordancewithhisen-
titlementsunderthegovernment
schemes,rulesandnotifications.

‘Centre playing fraud on people, not
allowing panel on oxygen deaths’

4-year undergraduate
programme fromnext
year as DU clears NEP

What DU’s first tryst with a
four-year programme was like
ARANYASHANKAR
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

WITH THE National Education
Policyhavingbeenpassedinthe
Academic Council meeting
Tuesday,DUwill nowseea four
yearundergraduateprogramme
(FYUP)beingimplementedfrom
the next academic year. This,
however, is not going to be the
first time the university sees a
changeinitsundergraduatepro-
gramme.
In 2013, under Former Vice-

ChancellorDineshSingh,DUhad
implementedtheFYUPwiththe
aim of aligning it more closely
with universities in theWest,
particularly theUS.
“The main difference be-

tweenbothisthatwhileFYUPin
2013was implemented only in
DU,andwasagainst the10+2+3
National Education Policy in
prevalence then, this time ithas
been done as part of NEP. It,
therefore,hasall thesanctions,”
saidDURegistrarVikasGupta.
The FYUPwas a short-lived

experiment, aswith the change
in power at the Centre in 2014,
the programmewas scrapped.
Here’salookatbackattheFYUP
andwhy itwasshelved.
ORIGIN
The idea of a four year pro-

grammewasfirstmootedbyfor-
mer HRDMinister Kapil Sibal
under theUPAgovernment.But
in its concrete form, the FYUP

was passed in an Academic
Council (AC) meeting in
December 2012, where six
membersdissented.Therewere
protestsagainsttheprogramme
fromthebeginningwiththeDU
Teachers’ Association (DUTA)
leading the protest. These
protests gatheredmomentum
overtimewithmoreteacherand
studentgroups joining in.
STRUCTURE
UnlikethethreeyearUGpro-

gramme,theFYUPgavestudents
the option of opting out of the
courseafter the first yearwitha
certificate,after thesecondyear
with a diploma, after the third
yearwith a pass or programme
degree,andthefourthyearwith
an honours degree. Singh said
thiswasdoneasmanystudents
droppedoutduringtheircourse.
FYUP had also had 11 compul-
sory ‘foundation courses’ - per-
hapsthemostcontroversialpart
of the FYUP structure. Students
were also to get the option of
choosingtheirmajorandminor
subjects. An additional course
wasonthe ‘Integrationofmind,
body and heart’ – based on
Gandhianvalues.
CRITICISM
The FYUPwas criticised on

broadly two grounds – the pro-
cedure which was adopted to
implement it, and the structure
itself. Several critics at the time
said the implementation was
“rushed”anddonewithoutcon-
sulting the stakeholders. They

alsosaidthatDUdidnothavethe
necessary infrastructure and
funds to support an additional
yearof teaching.Butmostof the
criticismwas reserved for the
foundationcourseswhichmany
believed “dumbed down” the
UG programme. Some of the
questionsaskedinthesecourses
were ‘What is the function of a
library?’and‘Whatconstitutesa
balanced diet?’ Some teachers
alsopointedout that theoption
of exiting “institutionalised”
drop outs in the university,
ratherthanaddressingit. Critics
also pointed out that a fourth
yearofeducationmaynotbeaf-
fordabletomanyfromdeprived
backgrounds, creating a hierar-
chyamongthestudents.
ROLLBACK
Asprotestsraged,andtheBJP

governmentcametocentre, the
FYUP was scrapped. UGC
ChairmanVedPrakashwhohad
earlierbackedthereforms,dida
complete U-turn, and orders
wereissuedtoSinghtoscrapthe
controversial programme, just
ahead of the admission season.
Singhwas also issued a show-
cause notice by the then HRD
ministry–afirstforanyDUVC–
forimplementingFYUPwithout
theVisitor’s approval.
Nowwith protests against

the new four-year programme
underNationalEducationPolicy
, it remains tobeseenwhat is in
store for theDelhiUniversity in
thecomingyear.

SomeACmemberssaidNEPagendawasbroughtand“passedwithoutdiscussion”.Archive
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Mahasweta Devi, Dalit author works removed;
15 members of DU Academic Council object
ARANYASHANKAR
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

FIFTEEN MEMBERS of Delhi
University's Academic Council
submitted a dissent note
Wednesday over the Oversight
Committee'schangestosyllabus
indifferentcourses,particularly
the removal of a short story by
Mahasweta Devi andworks by
two Dalit authors from an
Englishpaper.
Themembersalleged“max-

imum vandalism” in LOCF
(Learning Outcomes based
CurriculumFramework)English
syllabus for Semester V. The
Dalitwriterswhono longer fig-
ureinthe'Women'sWriting'pa-
perareBamaandSukhartharini,
and the dissent note says they
have been replaced by "upper
castewriter(Pandita)Ramabai".
"With their removal, the
Women's Writing paper no
longer has any Dalit writers," a
source said.
The Academic Council has

around160members.
While Bamawas part of the

autobiographyunitof thepaper,

Sukhartharini figuredinthepo-
etry section. The 15members
said the twowereremovedfirst
andthen,"TheCommitteeasan
afterthoughtsuddenlyaskedthe
Englishdepartmenttodeletethe
celebrated short story of
MahaswetaDevi, ‘Draupadi’ --a
story about a tribal woman --
without giving any academic
logic... ‘Draupadi’ has been
taughtbytheUniversityofDelhi
since 1999 owing to its seminal
academicvalue."
“Moreover the Committee

refusedtoacceptanyshortstory
byMahaswetaDevidespiteher...
being a winner of the Sahitya
AkademiAward,JnanpithAward
and Padma Vibhushan,” they
added.
Oversight Committee

ChairmanMKPandit said there
wasalwaysdissent, and itwasa
partof theprocess.“Idon’twant
togo intospecifics, butacertain
story has been taught formany
years,andifthereisrevision,that
is fine. There’s not just one au-
thor; there are many authors
who deserve to be taught,” he
said.
Asked about allegations of

casteism, he said, “I don’t know
the caste of authors. I don’t be-
lieve in casteism. I don’t look at
Indiansasbelongingtodifferent
castes.”
ApartfromtheEnglishpaper,

the 15Academic Councilmem-
bers said, the Oversight
Committee“continuedtoharass
noenddepartmentslikeHistory,
Political Science and Sociology
while approving their revised
LOCF syllabus: that too only for
SemesterV”.
In a DSE (Discipline Specific

Elective) paper titled
‘Interrogating Queerness’, they
said the Oversight Committee
had “arbitrarily deleted sec-
tions...attheexpenseof theaca-
demic rigour”. These “arbitrary
and academic changes” were
“imposedwithout sharing any
feedback fromthe stakeholders
eitherwiththesyllabuscommit-
tee of the department or with
the Committee of Courses", the
dissentnotesaid.
The members added, “The

Oversight Committee has al-
waysshownaprejudiceagainst
therepresentationofDalits,trib-
als, women and sexualminori-

ties... It is important tonote that
the Oversight Committee does
not have anymember from the
Dalitor the tribal community."
Inhistory, thememberssaid

theOversightCommitteehaddi-
rected"modificationsinthesyl-
labusofBA(Hons)History,none
ofwhichbelongtothediscipline
ofHistory”.
Biswajit Mohanty, who

teaches Political Science at
Deshbandhu College and is an
AcademicCouncilmember,said
theCommitteehadanissuewith
a chapter from sociologist
Nandini Sundar’s ‘Subalterns
and Sovereigns: An
Anthropological History of
Bastar’ . “Theywantedthattobe
removed from the syllabus, but
wewereabletoretainit finally,”
hesaid.
HistoryHeadofDepartment

Seema Bawa said all modifica-
tions made to the course had
been decided before she took
over in November 2020, and
hence shewould not be able to
commentonthematter.Former
HoD Sunil Kumar died on
January17 thisyear.
Sources said any objections

orchangestothehistoryandso-
ciologysyllabushadbeenmade
in 2019, and the issuewas now
largelyprocedural.
Another Academic Council

member, Rajesh Singh, who
teaches history at Moti Lal
EveningCollege, said, “The only
authority which can decide on
courses is the Committee of
Courses, which then gets ap-
proval from Faculties, Standing
Committee and Academic
Council. The Oversight
Committeehasnosuchauthor-
ity.Theyalsodelaynotifyingthe
syllabus foreachsemester, usu-
ally four-sevenweeks after the
classes begin. We had given
them the LOCF syllabus for
Semester VI too, but they have
still notnotified it.”
Addressing allegations that

peoplefromthedisciplinescon-
cernedwerenotintheOversight
Committee, Chairman Pandit
said,“Iaccommodateeveryone’s
point of view. They are all ex-
perts... IcanreadEnglish,youcan
readEnglish.If somethingoffen-
sive is written somewhere, we
don’tneedaPhD in literature to
understand that.”

12-year-old falls
to death while
rescuing dog

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

A 12-YEAR-OLD girl diedwhile
trying to rescueher pet dog in a
Ghaziabad housing society on
Wednesday. Police said Jyotsana
Sharmalivedwithherparentsin
Govindpuram'sGaurHomes.The
incident took place in the after-
noonwhenthedoggotstuckina
ninth floor balcony net and the
minorwastryingtountangle it.
"We received information

thataminorfellfromahighrisein
Govindpuram.Shewasrushedto
the nearest hospital where she
diedduringtreatment.Itappears
thatshewastryingto loosenthe
pet from a net in the balcony
when she lost her balance and
fell," said an official from Kavi
Nagarpolicestation.
The dog, too, died in the fall.

According to police, the girl’s
motherwasinsidethehouse.She
raised an alarm and residents
gatheredtohelpthechild.

Caught on video: Gangsters enjoying
alcohol and snacks inside police lock-up

New Delhi
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

SURPRISEVISITOR
BJPHEADQUARTERShadasurprisevisitoronWednesday–fa-
mousplayback singer Anuradha Paudwal. The Padmaaward
winnervisitedthepartyofficetoexpressherdesiretodosome
socialwork in Kedarnath,where infrastructureworkworth
morethanRs100croreisinprogress.PaudwalmetBJPgeneral
secretaryArunSinghandheadofnationalmediacellAnilBaluni,
whobelongs toUttarakhand. She apparentlywanted theBJP
leaders’ support in getting clearances for the social activities
she intends todo in the templesurroundings.WhileBJP lead-
erssworethatPaudwal, famousforherdevotionalsongs, isan
ardentdevoteeofKedarnathtempleandwantedtobeassoci-
atedwithit,manybelievetherecouldbemoretoit,withelec-
tionsroundthecorner inthestate.

NOTINSYNC
ATA timewhen the BJP is targeting Punjab Congress and its
leaders,UnionMinisterHardeepPuri’swordof appreciation
for ChiefMinisterAmarinder Singhand stateCongress chief
Navjot Singh Sidhuhas becomea talking point. On Tuesday,
BJP deputed its spokesperson Sambit Patra to hit out at
AmarinderandSidhu,butPuriwasaskedtocommentonthe
Punjab Congress. However, Puri reactedwith aword of ap-
preciation for both and refused to comment on the ongoing
tussleinthestateCongressleadership.BJPinsiderswerewon-
deringwhether Puri was not informed about the party line
onthe issue.

RAKHIBONDING
UNIONMINISTERofStateforAnimalHusbandry,Dairyingand
FisheriesSanjeevBalyanhasbeenunwellandwasrecentlyad-
mitted to AIIMS inDelhi. According to reports, hewas diag-
nosed with dengue. On Sunday, Women and Child
DevelopmentMinisterSmriti Irani is learnedtohavedropped
bytoseehimatthehospital. ItwasRakshaBandhan,andIrani
is learnedtovisitedBalyantotiearakhi.

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

INDIAONWednesdaycancelled
allvisasissuedtoAfghannation-
als earlier and said only elec-
tronicvisaswouldbeaccepted.
“Owing to the prevailing se-

curity situation in Afghanistan
and streamlining of the visa
processbyintroductionof thee-
Emergency X-Misc visa, it has
beendecidedthatallAfghanna-
tionalshenceforthmusttravelto
Indiaonlyone-visa,”saidastate-
ment issued by theMinistry of
HomeAffairs (MHA).
“Keepinginviewsomereports

that certainpassports of Afghan
nationals have beenmisplaced,
previously issued visas to all
Afghan nationals, who are
presentlynotinIndia,standinval-
idated with immediate effect.
Afghannationalswishingtotravel
to Indiamay apply for e-visa at
www.indianvisaonline.gov.in,” it
added.
The statement comes a day

aftertheTalibanannouncedthat

theywould give no further ex-
tension to the August 31 dead-
lineforAmericanforcesto leave
Kabul. The Kabul airport is cur-
rently secured by American
forces. AssuringAfghan nation-
als of security and saying there
wouldbenoreprisalsforhaving
workedwithAmericanorother
foreign forces, the Taliban said
theywouldnotallowAfghansto
cross pickets in Kabul to reach
theairport.
Indiahasbeenevacuatingits

citizensworking inAfghanistan
and Afghan nationals fleeing
Taliban rule. Over a week ago,
India announced e-visa facility
forAfghansintheEmergencyX-
Misc category, which will be
valid for sixmonths.
Earlier e-visa facilitywasnot

available toAfghans.Afghanistan
also came under the Prior
ReferenceCategory(PRC)ofcoun-
triesforgrantofvisa,whichmeans
Afghannationalshavetobecleared
byMHAforanyvisit.Othersinthis
category include Pakistan, Iraq,
Sudan, foreignersofPakistaniori-
ginandstatelesspersons.

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

ON A three-day visit to India,
Commander of America’s Indo-
Pacific CommandAdmiral John
AquilinonotedWednesdaythat
China'smilitary build-up is the
largest by a country since the
SecondWorldWar,andthat the
lack of clarity over its intent
causesconcern.
Speaking at an event organ-

ised by the Observer Research
Foundation, also attended by
Chief of Defence Staff General
BipinRawat,Aquilino,inreplyto
a question on China acquiring
more nuclear arsenal, said he
didn’t specifically look at that
threat. “What I would look at is
the entire Chineseway forward
with regard tomilitary expan-
sion.... thelargestmilitarybuild-
up in history sinceWW2, both
conventional and nuclear, in all
domains.”
Apart from Rawat, Aquilino

met Army Chief General MM
Naravane,AirChiefMarshalRK
SBhadauria,NavyChiefAdmiral
Karambir Singh and External
AffairsMinisterSJaishankardur-
ing thecourseof theday.
“We continue to see that

words from the PLA (China's
army) do not alwaysmatch the
deeds. It is one of the reasons
thatweareconcerned,”Aquilino
said,adding“therealquestionis
notwhy,butwhattheyintendto

dowith" theirmilitarymight.
Pointingoutthedeterrentca-

pabilityofnucleararsenal,Rawat
saidIndiawas“concernedabout
what ishappeninganywhere in
the region” and developing ca-
pabilities accordingly, and that
not just China, “even ourwest-
ernneighbour(Pakistan)hasnu-
clearweaponsystems”.
Rawat also asserted that

India remained confident of
“dealing with both the adver-
saries” in the conventional do-
main, adding that nuclear
weapons “will only come into
beingifyourconventionaldeter-
rencefails”.Healsotalkedabout
developing Naval strength as
Chinaworksonaircraftcarriers,
addingBeijingwouldtrytoforay
beyond its immediate waters
due to its aspirations of being a
globalpower.
Acknowledging China's

growing naval capabilities,
Aquilinomentionedcyberthreat
asanotherareaof concern.
Saying “coordination across

Quadnations,atleastfromamil-
itaryperspective,happensevery
day”, Aquilino said partnership
with Indiawas “critical because
we are like-minded nations",
and shared values for a rules-
based internationalorder.
Calling Indo-Pacific region

the “most consequential region
forourfuture",hesaidithad"the
most challenging security con-
cerns”duetothreatstofreedom
ofnavigation forall.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,AUGUST25

STEPPINGUP his attack on the
Shiv Sena a day after hewas re-
leasedonbailfollowinghisarrest
overremarksinwhichhethreat-
ened to slapMaharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray,
Union Minister Narayan Rane
claimedthatSenaleaders,includ-
ingThackeray, hadmade similar
remarks in thepast, and that no
actionwastakenagainstthem.
Addressingapressconference

at his Juhu home in Mumbai
Wednesday, Ranealleged that a
Maharashtraministerhadarolein
thedeath–hecalleditmurder–of
DishaSalian, formermanagerof
actor Sushant SinghRajputwho
diedsixdayslaterinJune2020.He
saidhewill take legal recourse to
ensurethattheministerisarrested.
Rane was released on bail

TuesdaynightbyacourtinMahad
after being arrested for remarks
he made before reporters
Monday. “It is shameful that the
ChiefMinisterdoesnotknowthe
yearof Independence.Heleaned
backtoenquireaboutthecountof
yearsofIndependenceduringhis
speech.HadIbeenthere, Iwould
havegiven (him)a tight slap,”he
hadtoldreporters.
OnWednesday, addressing

the press, Rane said: “What is it
that I have said that hasmade
themsoangry?Iamnotgoingto
repeat herewhat I said earlier. If
some event has occurred in the
pastandIhavejustspokenabout
it, howdoes it qualify as being a
crime... Iwant to ask if Shiv Sena
leaders never ever spoke such
wordsinthepast.”
He thennarrated three inci-

dents inwhich he claimed that
Thackerayhadused similar lan-

guage.“TheCMinAugustsaidthat
anyonewhospeaks aggressively
about Shiv SenaBhavan, his face
should be smashed. He directly
orderedpeople to attack. Is that
notacrime?”Ranesaid.
He alleged that Thackeray

made a statement about Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath inwhichhe spokeof
beatinghimwithslippers.Healso
saidthatduringadiscussioninthe
Assembly, Thackeray had used
unparliamentarylanguagewhile
speaking about his discussions
withBJPleaderandUnionHome
MinisterAmitShah.
“Ihadsaidthatonlythosewho

arenotproudof this countrywill
not remember major national
eventsof our country. I have im-
mensepride in the country and
couldnotbearwhathe(Thackeray)
hadsaid...IsaidwhatIdidbecause
ofmyloveandadmirationforthe
country.IsaidwhatIdidsothatno
oneelsewouldrepeatorspeakthis
wayagain,”Ranesaid.
He alleged that aminister in

theMaharashtra Vikas Aghadi
government had a role in the
DishaSalianincident.
“There is no lawandorder in

the state…Whichministerwas
presentduringtheDishaSalianin-

cident?Whyis thatnotbeing in-
vestigated?Therearemanysuch
women.PoojaChavanalsohadto
facethesamefate.Wearenotgo-
ingtokeepsilent.Wewillensure
that theminister involved is ar-
rested.Wewill followupon this
issueinademocraticfashionand
approach the court.Wewill see
whosaveshim,”hesaid.
Salian (28) died on June 8,

2020afterfallingoffthe14thfloor
ofaresidentialbuildinginMalad,
Mumbai.TheMumbaiPolicereg-
istered an Accidental Death
Report (ADR), but Ranewasone
ofthefirstBJPleaderstoallegethat
shewasmurdered.
Pooja Chavan, a resident of

ParliVaijnathinBeeddistrict,died
after fallingfromthebalconyofa
flat in Pune’s Hadapsar area in
Februarythisyear.Severalphotos
andaudioclipssurfaced,allegedly
linking her to Sanjay Rathod, a
stateminister,whothenresigned.
Reactingtoavideoclipofstate

ministerAnil Paraborderingpo-
liceofficerstoarresthimwithout
delay,Ranesaidhewill takelegal
recourseagainstParab. “Iwill file
acaseincourtagainstAnilParab...
consultationswith legal experts
areunderway,”hesaid.
Arrestedmidwaythroughhis

Jan Ashirwad Yatra in Konkan,
Ranesaidtheremaininglegofhis
YatrawillcommenceFriday.
A total of 10 FIRswere regis-

tered against him across
Maharashtra overhis alleged re-
marksagainstThackeray.
OnWednesdaymorning, he

approached the Bombay High
Court, seeking that the FIRs be
quashed. The state government
told theHighCourt thatnocoer-
cive actionwill be taken against
himtillSeptember17.
Nashikpolicehavewrittento

Rane to appear before themon
September2forquestioning.

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,AUGUST25

BETWEEN200and250Afghans
whowereemployedinvariousca-
pacitiesintheIndianmissionand
at residencesof officials inKabul
before the Taliban takeover are
desperatelylookingtowardsIndia
to rescue them.However,with
mostofthemnotinpossessionof
their passports, a possible exit
fromAfghanistanappearsbleak.
IndiaisnotacceptingAfghans

without passports, unlike some
othercountries.
AformerAfghanemployeeat

India’s Kabul mission told The
Indian Express that they have
formed a group and have been
constantly emailing officials at
India’sforeignofficeinDelhi.“We
havebeenassuredhelp,butasyet
there is no signof anythinghap-
pening.Peoplearereallyanxious
astheTalibanhavegivenUSforces
adeadlineof August 31 to leave.
Wedonotknowifwewillbeable
to flyoutafter that,” saidtheem-
ployee, who did notwish to be
identifiedforthefearofbeingtar-
getedbytheTaliban.
Sources in the Ministry of

External Affairs said the newly
createdAfghanistancellislooking
atalltherequests,andwillprocess
themafter conducting “duedili-
gence”onvisaapplications.

With the passport office
closedandtheTalibanexpressing
displeasureovervariouscountries
evacuatingAfghans, their hopes
ofexitingthecountrygettingdim-
merbytheday.
OnWednesday, the Indian

government announced itwas
cancelling all visas issued to
Afghansearlier—beforetheIndia
mission closed down in
Afghanistan – and asked them

travelonlyone-visasfollowingre-
portsthatmanyofthemhadmis-
placed their passports after hav-
ingbeengrantedvisa.
“India is not granting visa to

Afghanswhodonot have pass-
ports.Themajorityofuswhowere
working inthe Indianmissiondo
nothavepassports.Thosewhodo,
do not have passports for their
families.Nowthepassportoffice
here is shut. We do not know

whenitwillreopen.Asandwhen
itdoes,wedonotknowhowitwill
functionunder the Taliban,” the
former employee said. “Both
AmericaandAustraliaareevacuat-
ingAfghanswhoworkedforthem
basedonTaskira [a local identity
document],butIndiaisnot.”
Fortheformeremployees,life

is increasingly gettingdifficult in
Kabulwithmostof themleaving
theirhomesandhidingwithrela-

tives despite theTaliban's assur-
ance that no onewould be tar-
geted for havingworked earlier
withforeignforces.
“Talibanhavebeensayingdon’t

bescaredandthatnoonewillbe
harmed.Webelievethemtoanex-
tent as the city has remained
peacefulaftertakeover.Butweare
morescaredof Pakistanisamong
theTaliban.Weknowforsurethey
will targetus.Weareall inhiding,
stayingwith our relatives else-
where,”theformeremployeesaid.
According to the former em-

ployee,normalbusinessactivities
havenot resumed inKabul even
asthecityisfacingshortageofes-
sentials,withsupplylineshaving
beendisrupted.
“Banksareclosed, schoolsare

closed, so are themarkets. Only
shopsinalleysandstreetsarefunc-
tioning. Peoplehaveno jobs and
nomoney,evenaspricesarecon-
stantlyrising.Afive-litrecontainer
of [edibleoil] thatcostRs500be-
fore theTalibancame,nowcosts
Rs750.Asackof flourthatcostRs
1,600,nowcostsRs2,200.Weare
barely surviving on the cashwe
had inhandbefore the citywas
shut,”saysthefatherof five.
Theemployeesaidheandoth-

ers had beenpetitioning Indian
missionofficialsforthepastthree
months for a way out of
Afghanistan. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

TOPSECURITYofficials of India,
Brazil and South Africa on
Wednesdaysaid terrorism,par-
ticularly cross-border terror ac-
tivity carried out through state
sponsorship,continuestobethe
most potent threat to global
peace and security, in a veiled
reference toPakistan.
The issue figured at a virtual

meeting of National Security
Advisers of the IBSA hosted by
NSAAjit Doval. The IBSA (India,
Brazil,SouthAfrica)hasemerged
as a key tripartite grouping for
thepromotionof cooperationin
a range of areas. It was the first
meetingoftheNSAsofthemem-
berstates.Themeetingwascon-
venedaspartofpreparationsfor
the next IBSA Summit. India is
thecurrentchairof the IBSA.
“Participantsagreedthatter-

rorism, in particular, cross-bor-
der terrorism undertaken
throughstatesponsorship,con-
tinues to be the most potent
threat toglobalpeaceandsecu-
rityandmustbefoughtthrough
united efforts,” theMEA said in
a statement. It said the three
countries also resolved to en-
hance cooperation in intelli-
gence sharing, exchangeof best
practices, and focus on capacity
building.Themeetingidentified
maritime security as an impor-
tantareaof futurecooperation.
“Itwas agreed to strengthen

mechanismstocombatpiracyand
drugandhuman trafficking and
ensurethesecurityofsealanesof
communicationandenergyand
sustainableexploitationofmarine
resources, including fishing,” the
MEAsaid.Itsaidthenextroundof
thetrilateral‘IBSAMAR’maritime
exercisewillbeheldattheearliest.
Meanwhile, External Affairs

minister S Jaishankar spoke to
his counterparts from UK and
Saudi Arabia and discussed the
situation inAfghanistan.

India makes e-visa
must for Afghans,
cancels visas
issued earlier

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI,AUGUST25

EVENASIndiahasbeenplayingit
cautiousandhasnotbeenovertly
criticalofthenewTalibanregime
inAfghanistan, Chief of Defence
Staff General Bipin Rawat
Wednesday said the Taliban
were the same as 20 years ago.
Healsoexpressedapprehension
that terror activity from
Afghanistancould“overflowinto
India”, while underlining that
Indiawaspreparedfor that.
Hewas speaking at an event

organised by private think tank
Observer Research Foundation,
alsoattendedbythecommander
of America’s Indo-Pacific
Command, Admiral John C
Aquilino.

ThepaceofTaliban’scapture
of Afghanistan had surprised
India,Rawatsaid,withDelhiex-
pecting it a couple of months
down the line. However, he
added,“Everythingthathashap-
pened,was something that had
beenanticipated.Onlythetime-
lines have changed... From the
Indian perspectivewewere an-
ticipating a Taliban takeover of
Afghanistan.Wewereconcerned
about how the terrorist activity
fromAfghanistancouldoverflow
intoIndia.Tothatextentourcon-
tingencyplanninghadbeenon-
going andwe are prepared for
that.”
On the Taliban, the Chief of

Defence Staff said, “It is pretty
much the same. It is the same
Taliban thatwas there 20 years
ago.” Saying “news reports and

reports from expats who have
comefromtherearealltellingus
the kind of activities that the
Taliban are into”, he added, “All
that has happened is that the
partnershavenowchanged. It is
the same Talibanwith different
partners.”
Rawat’scommentsmarkthe

first critical commentary by a
senior Indian official on the
Taliban.Tillnow,Indianofficials,
whether at home or at interna-
tionalfora,havetreadedcarefully,
expressingconcernaboutthesit-
uation and the potential threats
thatcancomefromAfghanistan,
without linking the Taliban to
themdirectly.
Privately,Indianofficialshave

expressedfearsthattheTaliban's
risemight emboldenmilitants
lookingtoattackIndia,especially

inKashmir.
On how the Afghanistan sit-

uation comparedwith issues of
the Indo-Pacific region, Rawat
said they were "in a different
plane all together”. The Indo-
Pacific issuewasmoreaboutthe
freedom of navigation in the
IndianandPacificoceans,hesaid,
adding, "The Indo-Pacific and
Afghan situation should not be
lookedat fromthesameprism...
Bothposechallenges tosecurity
intheregion,buttheyareontwo
different planes. And those two
parallel lines are unlikely to
meet.”
Rawat added that India had

tobepreparedtofightall terror-
istactivities,andwascommitted
toensuring"aterroristfreeenvi-
ronment in this region”. “As far
asAfghanistan is concerned,we

willmake sure that any activity
which is likely to flow out of
Afghanistanandthenfinditsway
into Indiawill be dealt with, in
the manner in which we are
dealing with terrorism in our
country.”
Rawat said Indiawouldwel-

comeanysupportfromtheother
Quad nations (the US, Japan,
Australia) on this, "in at least
identifyingtheterrorists,andget-
ting some intelligence input to
fight this global war on terror-
ism".
AdmiralAquilinosaidtheUS

was committed to getting all its
citizensandthoseof itspartners
outfromAfghanistan.“Therehas
beenclosecoordinationbetween
IndiaandtheCentralCommand
to ensure that our citizens are
safeandextracted,"hesaid.

US Indo-Pacific Command
head shares concerns over
China military build-up

It’s same Taliban, India ready for any terror fallout: CDS Rawat

Chief ofDefenceStaffGeneralBipinRawatwiththe
commanderofAmerica’s Indo-PacificCommand,Admiral
JohnCAquilino, inNewDelhionWednesday.PTI

NarayanRane inMumbaionWednesday.GaneshShirsekar

Themeeting inDelhi. PTI

OutsidetheKabulairport. Twitter/david_martinonviaReuters

India, Brazil and
S Africa NSAs
talk cross-border
terror at meet

‘We are more scared of Pakistanis
among the Taliban...they’ll target us’

NEWDELHIGETSRESCUESOSFROM ITSFORMEREMPLOYEES INKABULMISSION

SAAMANA EDITORIAL
SLAMSRANEOVER
‘SLAP’ REMARK
AGAINSTCM

Mumbai:Defendingthe
actionagainstUnionminister
NarayanRane, theShivSena
saidhadanyonemadesimilar
commentsagainstPrime
MinisterNarendraModi, they
wouldhavebeenputbehind
barswithseditioncharges.
“ConsideringRane’spast
records, thePMandHome
MinisterAmitShahshould
takehisstatementseriously.
Hadanyonemadeasimilar
statementaboutthePM,he
wouldhavebeenputbehind
barswithseditioncharges
slapped.Rane’soffence isof
similarkind,” readan
editorial titledBalloonwith
Holes inSenamouthpiece
Saamana. ENS

Uddhavused similar language
but facedno action, saysRane

AfghannationalsprotestoutsidetheUNHighCommissionerforRefugeesofficeinDelhion
WednesdaytourgetheinternationalcommunitytohelpAfghanrefugees.Reuters/AnushreeFadnavis
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SUPREME COURT on
Wednesday said it was not
against states withdrawing
cases,buttheexerciseshouldbe
subject to scrutinybycourts.
“We are not against with-

drawal.Butitmustbeexamined
bythe judicialofficer, itmustbe
examined by the High Court.
Andif theyagree, itcanbewith-
drawn,” Chief Justice of India N
V Ramana, heading a three-
judgebench, saidwhilehearing
a plea regarding setting up of
special courts to fast track cases
against sittingandformer legis-
lators.
The remarks came as Senior

Advocate Vijay Hansaria, the
Amicus Curiae in the matter,
pointed out to the bench, also
comprising Justices D Y
Chandrachud and Surya Kant,
thatmanystateshadwithdrawn

caseswithoutgivinganyreason.
Hansariadrewthecourt’sat-

tentiontohis report,whichsaid
the Uttar Pradesh government
hadwithdrawn77casesrelated
tothe2013Muzaffarnagarriots.
The report, submitted in court
on Tuesday, said Karnataka too
withdrew 62 caseswithout as-
signingany reasonbut theHigh
Court stayed the process. Tamil
Nadu withdrew four cases,
Telangana14casesandKerala36
cases, it said.
On the report saying that no

reason had been given for the
withdrawal, the CJI observed:
“That’s the problem. Theywill
simplyaddoneword–thatthese
caseswere instituted by earlier
governmentorsomeofficial.”
“We can’t examine each and

every case. Let them go toHigh
Court,”theCJIsaid,clarifyingthat
statesdohavethepowertowith-
drawcasesunderSection321of
theCriminalProcedureCode.
Thecourtalsoexpresseddis-

pleasureoverdelayininvestiga-
tionandtrialof casesprobedby
theCBIandED.
“We don't want to say any-

thing about investigating agen-
cies as we don't want to lower
theirmorale. They are overbur-
dened.Samewithjudges.That’s
why we are restraining our-
selves.Otherwise, it[reportsub-
mitted by the Centre to the
AmicusCuriaeonstatusofcases
with central agencies against
MPs and MLAs] speaks vol-
umes,” saidCJIRamana.
The court said the “report is

very, very inconclusive”. “There
is no reason you have given for
not filing chargesheet for 10-15
years.... They have not analysed
these cases andsaidwhat is the
reason for delay... In one case,
you just attachproperty andno
chargesheet is filed.Particularly
the ED not doing anything.
Simply attaching properties
worthcroresof rupeesdoesnot
serveanypurpose.”

Appearing for the Centre,
Solicitor General TusharMehta
said: “I’m in agreement that
wherever there is investigation
or trial pending, it has to be ex-
pedited.” He said the court can
direct completion of a pending
investigationwithinsixmonths.
Hansaria termed the report

“shocking” and sought to im-
pressuponthecourttheneedto
expeditetrial.TheCJIresponded
that it has already told the SG
“that theymust do something”.
“If theydon’thaveanycase,drop
it or else file chargesheet,” he
said.
Flagging the issues of lackof

judges and requisite infrastruc-
ture,theCJIsaid:“It iseasyforus
to say expedite trial and all, but
where are the judges? In some
cases special courts have to
formed.WeaskedGovernment
of Indiatoprovidespecialcourts
butmaybe theyarenot inposi-
tion to do that. Infrastructure is
anotherproblem.”

“Just like us, investigative
agencies are also suffering be-
cause of lack of staff etc. Also,
whethersmallorbigcase,every-
one wants CBI, CBI. These are
someoftheissueswecan’tclose
oureyes to,”hesaid.
JusticeSuryaKantsaidtheSG

canfindoutfromtheCBIandED
Directors howmuch additional
manpower is required. Mehta
agreed todothis.
Appearing for a convicted

MP, Senior Advocate Mukul
Rohatgi said the complainant
was objecting to his appeal be-
ingheardonthegroundthatthe
SC had only directed fast track-
ing of trials and not appeals.
Justice Chandrachud told
Rohatgi, “Once convicted, you
stand on same footing as any
otherpersonbeforeHighCourt.
But if they apply for suspension
ofsentencethathastobeheard.”
The bench said there is no

question of priority but also no
questionofstoppingthehearing.

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS&
PARTHASARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE,AUGUST25

ONE OF India's foremost caste
scholars,aswellasnotedauthor
and activist, Dr Gail Omvedt
passedawayWednesdayaftera
brief illness at her residence in
Kasegaon in Maharashtra’s
Sangli.The81-year-oldwhowas
born inMinnesota in theUSbut
made India her home had au-
thored books on Dalit politics,
women’s struggles and anti-
caste movements and co-
foundedtheShramikMuktiDal
withherhusband,activistBharat
Patankar.
In 2000, addressing the

fourth Dr AmbedkarMemorial

Annual Lecture at Jawaharlal
Nehru University, Omvedt had
called the leader "India's most
significant figure" as it assessed
"the pastmillennium" and laid
out " hopes and visions for the
newone"."Ambedkar'svisionof
a new social order can be
summedupinthewayinwhich
he so often did, with the great
sloganof theFrenchRevolution,
‘liberty, equality, fraternity’. I
would change the final term to
‘community’ because I think it
captures for our gender-con-
cerned times the real meaning
of the final term. Liberty, equal-
ityandcommunityarethethree
most important components of
ahumanvisionforthenewmil-
lennium," Omvedt had said.
Throughouther life, she and

Patankarworkedtoalleviatethe
conditions of themarginalised

andtheexploited,includingtrib-
als, Dalits, peasants, labourers
and women, setting up the
ShramikMuktiDal in the '80s.
Omvedt had studied sociol-

ogy and got her PhD from the
UniversityofCalifornia,Berkeley,
duringtherestive1970s.Deeply
involvedinstudentmovements,
including anti-war protests
againsttheVietnamWar,shede-
velopedresistancetoallformsof
exploitation at this time. She
cametoIndiaforresearchaspart
of her doctoral thesis on non-
Brahminmovementsinwestern
India, andmet here the famous
Maharashtrian freedom fighter
and social activist, Indumati
Patankar,whose sonBharat she
would later marry. She took
Indiancitizenship in1983.
As part of herwork, Omvedt

travelled extensively across

Maharashtra, interacting closely
withpeopleacrosscasteandclass
barriers. “Back in thosedays, she
took the effort to come to India
and learnMarathi. Leaving be-
hindalifeof luxuryintheUSshe
spentherwholelifeinKasegaon,
which proves her dedication to
the cause,” says Communist
leaderAjitAbhyankar.

Omvedt’s thesis went on to
become a seminal guide for
other researchers on anti-
Brahminmovementsinwestern
India,initiatedbytherevolution-
aryeffortsof JyotibaPhuleinthe
19thcentury.Abhyankarasserts
itwasOmvedtwhofirststudied
the political implication of
Phule’s Satyashodhak Samaj,
which led to new research in it.
“The assertion of the political
identityof themovementwasof
immensehelptotheLeftmove-
ment in thestate,”hesays.
Alongside working with

womeninSangliandSatara,her
scholarshipsawherrisingtothe
board of many research insti-
tutes and universities like
SavitribaiPhulePuneUniversity,
the Nordic Institute of Asian
Studies and Indira Gandhi
NationalOpenUniversity. In re-

cent years, she was associated
with the United Nations
Development Programme as a
consultantonvarious issues.
“Gail'scloseassociationwith

grassrootsmovements of rural
womenfarmers, forestdwellers
and women-headed house-
holds, and her involvement in
the newly-formed women's
rights movement during late
1970s,were captured inher en-
gagingandinspiringfirst-person
account, We Shall Smash this
Prison! Indian Women in
Struggle (1980). During 1970s,
1980sand1990sweworkedto-
getherforseveralpadyatras,ral-
lies, national conferences, gath-
erings in rural and tribal areas,
travelled to attenda conference
in Nandurbar, shared rooms in
seminars and conferences,
which gave us opportunity to

engage in lively discussions on
the political economy of caste-
class-ethnic issuesdetermining
women's predicaments, prop-
erty rights of tribal and rural
women, need for rural-urban
solidarityandsupport...,”saysDr
Vibhuti Patel, vice-president,
IndianAssociationforWomen's
Studies, andaveteran feminist.
In a statement, the Dalit

Intellectual Collective called
Omvedt “one ofmodern India's
mostoriginalthinkers"."Shedid
notletfeministsforgetthatcaste
and class must be spoken of
alongwithgenderatall times.”
Omvedt is survived by hus-

band Patankar, daughter Prachi
and her husband Tejaswi, and
grand-daughterNia.Herlastrites
will be performed Thursday, on
the Krantiveer Bapuji Patankar
Sansthacampus.

GAILOMVEDT
1941-2021

Scholar-activist behind seminal work on Phule, caste, dead

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,AUGUST25

INAfirstfortheBJPsincethefor-
mation of theMysuru city cor-
poration, party corporator
Sunanda Palanetra was
Wednesdayelectedmayor.
While the BJP has been the

single largestparty in the coun-
cil, ithadfailedtoinstallamayor
fromthepartyonaccountof the
Congressjoininghandswiththe
JD(S) tostakeaclaimtothepost
ofmayoranddeputymayor.
Themayor’spostwasvacant

afteraJD(S)candidatesupported
bytheCongresswasdisqualified
bytheHighCourtoverafalseas-
setaffidavit.
In the 65-member MCC,

Sunanda Palanetra secured 26
voteswhile Congress candidate
Shanthakumari got 22 and
Ashwini Ananthu of the JD(S)
polled23votes.
BJPhas23corporatorswhile

the Congress has 19 and 17 are
from the JD(S). There are five
Independents and one BSP
member.
OnWednesday, there was

uncertainty due to speculation
overwhethertheJD(S)-Congress
alliancewasstill inexistence.

According to BJP sources,
someparty leaders approached
S RMahesh, a JD(S) leader, for-
mer minister and MLA on
Wednesdayseekingsupportfor
the BJP candidate. This report-
edlytiltedtheoddsinfavorofthe
BJPandSunandaPalanetrawho
hadmissed themayor’s post in
the last election -- after a BJP-
JD(S)tie-upfailedtomaterialise
--waselected.
However, BJP minister in-

charge of Mysuru district, S T
Somashekhar,deniedreportsofa
tacitunderstandingbetweenthe
BJPandJD(S)inthemayoralpolls.
In February, the election for

the mayor’s post had caused
controversywithintheCongress
afteronefactioninsistedonstay-
ingneutralwhileanotherchose
toallywith the JD(S) tograb the
position.

Not opposed towithdrawal of cases,
but courts should examine, says SC

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

THEWEST Bengal government
Wednesday assured the
Supreme Court that the com-
missionofinquiryconstitutedby
it to examine allegations of
unauthorisedsurveillanceusing
Pegasus software will not do
anything until the court hears a
petition challenging the setting
up of the panel aswell as other
pendingpetitionsseekingprobe
in thematter.
Appearing for the state gov-

ernment, senior advocate
Abhishek Singhvi conveyed this
toabenchheadedbyChiefJustice
of India N V Ramana after the
courttoldhimthatitwilltakeup
allmatterstogetherandexpected
anyprocesstowaituntil then.
The bench, also comprising

Justices D Y Chandrachud and
Surya Kant, issued notice on a
plea by the NGOGlobal Village
Foundation, which has sought
quashingof the July27notifica-
tion issuedbyWestBengalgov-
ernment, setting up the two-
member panel of former
Supreme Court judge, Justice
MadanBLokur,andformerChief
Justice of Calcutta High Court,
Justice JyotirmayBhattacharya.
Appearing for theNGO, sen-

ior advocate Harish Salve said
“it’s aneatpointof law”.
Intervening,thebenchasked,

“Why don’t we hearwith other
matters?” The court was refer-
ring to a batch of petitions al-
readypendingbeforeit,seeking
independent probe into the al-
legations.
“You can’t have two parallel

inquiries. Please see nothing is
done in the proceedings there
while the court is hearing the
matter,” Salvesaid.

As Singhvi sought to object,
theCJIremarked,“Ifwearehear-
ing other matters, we expect
some restraint.” He added that
since the present issue is con-
nectedtootherissues,“inallfair-
ness,weexpectyoucanwait.We
willhearitwiththemattersome
timenextweek.”
Justice Surya Kant told

Singhvi that the pending peti-
tionsarelikelytohavepan-India
impact and the court will have
advantage of his assistance in
thosemattersalso, if ithearsthe
NGOpleaalongwith those.
Singhvi replied that “be-

tween now and next week,
nothing earth-shattering hap-
pening”.Heurged the court not
to make any adverse remarks
and said, “Your lordship's word
will createasplash.”
TheCJItoldhim,“Allwewere

sayingwaswewill list thiswith
othermatters. You’re forcing us
topassorder.”
“Please say nothing, I’ll con-

vey it,” Singhvi said.
“Whatwewantiswait,show

constraint,” the court said,
addingthat itwillhear themat-
ters and pass a comprehensive
order.
TheNGOhas challenged the

notificationongroundsof lackof
jurisdiction andhasquestioned
setting up of the commission
when the apex court is already
seizedof thematter.
Thepleahas contended that

“considering the seriousness of
theissueandtheimplicationson
the citizenry of the country, as
wellas itscross-border implica-
tions, the Pegasus controversy
warrantsan in-depth investiga-
tion. This cannot be carried out
in a truncated and unconstitu-
tionalmanner,as issoughttobe
donebytheWestBengalgovern-
ment”.

Panel won’t probe
Pegasus row until
court hears pending
pleas: Bengal to SC

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,AUGUST25

TWODAYSafteranall-partydel-
egation fromBihar led by Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar met
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
to demand a caste census, sen-
ior JD(U) leader and former
Union minister Upendra
KushwahaWednesday said his
party may be an NDA ally but
therewillbe“conflict” if thede-
mandwasnotmet.
Speakingataseminarorgan-

ised by Socialist Thinkers, an
apolitical forum, the JD(U) par-
liamentaryboardchairmansaid
itwouldbe“dishonest”tonotal-
low caste census, especially
when Parliament had unani-
mouslypassedaresolutiononit
in 2010 during theManmohan
Singh government andwas as-
suredasmuchbyUnionminister
RajnathSinghduringNDA-I.
“We take a lot of pridewhen

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiin-
troduces himself as one from
backwardcommunity...Wehope
he concedes to the demand of
caste census by Chief Minister
NitishKumar.Doesn'tmatterifwe
areapartoftheNDA,therewould
betakrav(conflict)if thedemand
isnotmet,”Kushwahasaid.
He asked when all parties

had been unanimous on it and

evensomeBJPleadershadbeen
demanding it, what had been
stoppingthecentralgovernment
fromallowing thecastecensus.
Kushwaha said somepeople

would say that someprominent
OBC communities — Koeris,
Kurmis andYadavs—had taken
maximum advantage of OBC
reservation.“Thatmaybetruebut
onwhatbasisarethepeoplesay-
ingso.Whereisthedata?Ifitisso,
weare ready to shed reservation
benefitsbutfirst lettherebecen-
sustoknowthis,”saidKushwaha,
addingthatseveralamongtheup-
per castes could have been at a
disadvantage as only selected
castesmademostofpower.
JD(U) state vice-president

JitendraNathsaid:“Itwillnotbe
fair to say that therewould not
be conflict in society. There is
conflictbutthennothingcomes
without struggle and conflict...
theproblemstartedwhencaste
was decided on the basis of
birth.”

CRASHANDBURN:Thedebrisof theIAFMiG-21BisonfighterthatcrashedinBarmer,Rajasthan,onWednesday.ANI

UpendraKushwaha

Kushwaha: JD(U) in NDA but there
will be conflict if demand not met

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,AUGUST25

BJPnationalspokespersonGuru
Prakash Paswan Wednesday
said Bihar Leader of Opposition
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav should
apologise for “likening”SCsand
STs to birds and animals while
speakingonthecastecensusde-
mand after the all-partymeet-
ingwith thePrimeMinister.
OnMonday, after themeet-

ing, Tejashwi had asked why
there couldn’t be a caste census
wheneven“pashu-pakshi”were
countedinthecountry.
Paswan said: “Tejashwi

likened SC/ST to birds and ani-
mals by drawing comparison. It
isdemeaning,derogatoryandof-
fensive.Hemustapologise.”
RJDspokespersonMrityunjay

Tewari said: “Tejashwi Yadav
spoke inabroadcontext of caste
census.Paswanismisinterpreting
hisstatement.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR,AUGUST25

AMIG-21 Bison aircraft of the
Indian Air Force crashed in
Barmer Wednesday during a
training sortie, with the pilot
ejectingsafely, officials said.
IAFtweeted:“Ataround1730

hrs today, an IAFMiG-21 Bison
aircraftairborneforatrainingsor-
tie in thewestern sector, experi-
encedatechnicalmalfunctionaf-
ter take-off. The pilot ejected
safely.” The IAF said a Court of
Inquiry has been ordered to as-
certainthecauseof thecrash.
Barmer SP Anand Sharma

said the aircraft crashed in
Bhurtiya village under the dis-
trict’sNaganapolice station lim-
its. In a video of the crashed air-
craft, dark smoke can be seen
billowing from the site. “As the
aircraft crashed, the sparks also
reached a hut, setting it afire.
Therewas no person, livestock
ormaterial inside,” theSPsaid.

MiG-21 crashes,
pilot ejects

BJP demands
Tejashwi apology
on SC/ST remark

Mysuru gets first BJP
mayor as Cong-JD(S)
alliance crumbles

SunandaPalanetra

CASTECENSUS

NewDelhi: Congress president
Sonia Gandhi has appointed
Member of Parliament Vincent
H Pala as the president of the
party’sMeghalayaunit.
He will replace Celestine

Lyngdoh. “Congress President
has also appointed Ampareen
Lyngdoh, MLA, Marthon
Sangma, MLA, and James
Lyngdoh as theworking presi-
dents...,” a statement said. PTI

Pala new chief of
Meghalaya Cong

NewDelhi:Congresschief Sonia
GandhiWednesday appointed
Rajesh Thakur as the president
of the Jharkhand Pradesh
CongressCommittee.
He replaces Rameshwar

Oraon. “TheCongressPresident
has also appointed Geeta Kora,
MP, Bandhu Tirkey, MLA,
JaleshwarMahatoandShahzada
AnwarasWorkingPresidentsof
Jharkhand Pradesh Congress
Committeewith immediate ef-
fect,”astatementsaid. PTI

Thakur to head
Jharkhand Cong

ASSAM

4coachesof
spltrainderail,
nocasualty

Guwahati: Four coaches
of a Howrah-bound spe-
cial train derailed near
Chhaygaon in Kamrup
district of Assam on
Wednesday, the
Northeast Frontier
Railway said. No casual-
ties or injuries were re-
ported in the incident, it
said. After leaving
Guwahati in the after-
noon, fourcoachesof the
train derailed in the
Guwahati-Goalpara-New
Bongaigaon section un-
der theRangiyaDivision,
Northeast Frontier
Railway Chief Public
Relations Officer Guneet
Kaursaid.“Thereisnoin-
jury and casualty to any
passenger.” PTI

Thetrainderailed
nearChhaygaonin
Kamrupdistrict. PTI

BRIEFLY

UTTARPRADESH

BJP,RSSplan
yatraacrossUP
distsforKalyan

Lucknow: The BJP and
RSS, incoordinationwith
theUttarPradeshgovern-
ment,areplanningtoun-
dertake an ‘Asthi Kalash
Yatra’ across the state to
disperse theashesof for-
mer CM Kalyan Singh
whodied in Lucknowon
Saturday.Sourcessaidthe
ashes are likely tobedis-
persed in Varanasi,
Prayagraj as well as the
Saryu in Ayodhya. They
will be carried ina “rath”
fromNaroraonAugust27
to cover several destina-
tions in the poll-bound
state, sources said. “All
these things are still in
planning stage,” a senior
party leader said. ENS

MAHARASHTRA

BMCapproves
304pleasfor
Ganeshpandals
Mumbai:Ofthe1,288ap-
plications from Ganesh
festival organisers, the
Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) has approved304
to erect Ganesh pandals
or set up stages on roads
and footpaths. As per
guidelines for the11-day
festival, slated to be held
fromSeptember10,man-
dals have to restrict the
heightofGanpati idols to
fourfeet,whileidolswor-
shippedathomesshould
not be more than two-
foot high. Senior civic of-
ficialssaidthatadecision
on the number of devo-
tees insideapandal isyet
tobe taken. ENS

HARYANA

Schoolsfor
classes4and5
toopenSept1
Chandigarh:TheHaryana
governmenthasdecided
to open schools for
Classes 4 and 5 — both
government and private
— from September 1.
Education Minister
Kanwar Pal Gurjar said
that classes will be held
while strictly following
the Covid protocol. The
students would be al-
lowed to attend school
only with prior permis-
sionof their parents. The
state had reopenedmid-
dle, high and senior sec-
ondaryschoolsfromJuly.
Recently, BJP leader and
formerminister Sampat
Singhhaddemandedim-
mediate reopening of all
schools inHaryana. ENS

New Delhi
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KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI,AUGUST25

MONTHSBEFOREAssemblypolls
inUttarPradeshandPunjab,both
stateswithregionswheresugar-
cane is the primary crop, the
CabinetCommitteeonEconomic
Affairs(CCEA)onWednesdayan-
nounced the “highest ever” Fair
andRemunerative Price (FRP) of
sugarcanepayablebysugarmills
for2021-22sugarseason—atRs
290perquintal.
Announcing the new FRP,

UnionministerPiyushGoyal said
thedecisionwillbenefit5croresug-
arcanefarmersacrossthecountry.
Lastyear,theFRPwassetatRs

285perquintal,whichwasajump
of Rs 10per quintal fromRs275
per quintal decided for 2019-20.
ThesugarseasonisfromOctober
toSeptembereveryyear,andthe
government announces FRP in
advance,which is theminimum
pricethatsugarmillshavetopay
thefarmers.
In a statement, the govern-

ment said that its “proactive ap-
proachtoprotectinterestoffarm-
ers is also seen in thedecisionof
nodeductionincaseofsugarmills
where recovery is below9.5%”.
Such farmers, it said, “will get Rs
275.50per quintal for sugarcane
inensuingsugarseason2021-22
inplaceofRs270.75/qtlincurrent
sugarseason2020-21”.

The FRP is linked to thebasic
recovery rate of sugar, and those
with a recovery ratehigher than
10percentgetahigherFRP.
Goyal said thatwhen the “re-

covery increases beyond10per
cent,thenoneverypoint1percent
rise,additionalRs2.90 ispaidper
quintal. Even if a farmerhas less
than9.5per cent recovery, their
FRPwillbeRs275perquintal”.
Intherun-uptotheAssembly

elections early next year,
Opposition leadershavebeenat-
tackingtheBJPgovernmentofYogi
AdityanathinUP,whichhasnotin-
creased its State Advised Price
(SAP)forsugarcaneforthreeyears,
anditstandsatRs315perquintal.
Earlier on Wednesday

CongressleaderPriyankaGandhi
Vadratweetedthatthe“Congress
government in Punjab had lis-
tened to the farmers and in-
creased thepriceof sugarcane to
Rs 360 per quintal”. RLD leader
Jayant Chaudhary, who comes
fromthe sugarcanebelt ofwest-
ern UP, had also tweeted on
Tuesday,posting“Yogijiwakeup”,
asPunjabhadincreasedtheprice.

KANCHANVASDEV
&LALMANIVERMA
CHANDIGARH,LUCKNOW,
AUGUST25

THE PUNJAB Congress leaders
who called on state party in-
chargeHarishRawatinDehradun
Wednesday claimed they had a
“very fruitful" three-hour-long
meetingwithhimand that they
hadinformedhimaboutthe“quid
proquoofAmarinderSinghwith
the Akalis” and that the party
wouldlosetheelectionsifhecon-
tinuedasChiefMinister.
AskedaboutRawat'sstatement

reportedbyANIthattheCongress
would fight the electionsunder
Amarinder,asourcesaid, “Kuchch
majboorian rahinhongi (Hemust
havehadsomecompulsions).”A

leader close to the rebel camp
added, “RawatSahibheard them
outverypatiently.He told them
thatthechangeinCMisintheoff-
ing.Itisjustamatteroftime."
The rebel leaderswill report-

edly seek an appointmentwith
AICCchiefSoniaGandhinext,and
are planning to reach Delhi
Thursday.
The seven leaderswhomet

Rawat includedministers Tript
RajinderSinghBajwa,Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa, Charanjeet
Singh Channi and Sukhbinder
Sarkaria,andMLAsBarindermeet
Pahda, Kulbir Zira and Surjit
Dhiman.
Channisaid,"IntheCongress,

thereisaprocedure.Ifweareup-
setduetoanyreason,wehaveto
meet the general secretary first
for approaching the party high

command.Forthat,wemethim
(Rawat) today and are satisfied
withhisassurance...Wewill fol-
low the decision of the high
command."
Rawat claimed to The Indian

Expressthattheongoingdevelop-
ments would not damage the
Congress prospects in the elec-
tions. “Wewill resolve the inter-
nal issues. Everyonewill contest
thepollsunitedly."Rawatalsosaid
hewouldgotoDelhi tomeet the
highcommandsoon.
Incidentally, among the 34

MLAswho Bajwa claimed had
metathisresidenceTuesdayand
demandedAmarinder'sremoval,
threemore—NathuRam,Satkar
Kaur andKaka Lohgarh—back-
trackedWednesday.OnTuesday,
theCMOhadclaimedthat seven
of theMLAs at themeeting had

vowedsupporttoAmarinder.
NathuRamsaidhenevertold

anyone he wanted the CM re-
placed.Incidentally,healongwith
hisaideDhimanwerethefirsttwo
MLAs to raise a banner of revolt
againstAmarinder, inthesecond
year itself of his government.
SatkarKaursaidshehadbeentold
themeetingwoulddiscussdevel-
opmentworks inconstituencies.
Kaka Lohgarh said he was not
amongthosewhohadsoughtthe
CM'souster.
Amarinder's wife Preneet

Kaur, anMP, criticised the rebels
for hurting the party before the
polls,whileformerministerRana
GurjitSinghaccusedthemofen-
joying the perks of power and
nowcomplaining.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,AUGUST25

THEUNNAOdistrictadministra-
tion has written to the Uttar
Pradesh government recom-
mending tochange thenameof
Miyaganj block—a gramsabha
in thedistrict—to“Mayaganj”.
Speaking to mediapersons

onWednesday, Unnao District
MagistrateRavindraKumarsaid,
“A proposal was presented by
Miyaganj gram panchayat to
change the name toMayaganj.
The proposal came through the
Chief Development Officer and
the local SDM. We have for-
wardedtheproposal tothegov-
ernment for furtheraction.”
In a letter written to the

Panchayati Raj Department of
the state, the DM said that pro-
ceedings to change thenameof
thegramsabhawerestartedaf-
ter a letter from BJPMLA from
Safipur, Bamba Lal Diwakar, in
this regard.
Speaking to The Indian

Express,Diwakarsaidtheideato
change the name came from a
speechmade by Chief Minister
YogiAdityanathintherun-upto
the 2017 Assembly elections.
“Duringanelectionrallyin2017,
Adityanath-ji had said that if
there was a BJP government in
the state, the name would be
Mayaganj and not Miyaganj.
Followingupon that, I had spo-
ken to the CM about the name
change andhehad askedme to
send a proposal,” said Diwakar.
“We will wait for it to get fi-
nalised,”hesaid.
Meanwhile, Minister of

StateRamaShankarSinghPatel
made a similar demand for
Mirzapur district. “I want
Mirzapur to be renamed as
VindhyaDham.Withguidance
fromthechiefminister, several
tourist places have been re-
named,” said Patel, a BJP MLA
fromMarihan constituency in
Mirzapur district.

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

TWODAYSaftertheInformation
TechnologyMinistryremoveda
paragraph on the Mughal
Empire from its website, the
‘CultureandHeritage’sectionof
knowindia.gov.in has been
turned intoaphotogallery.
The section, which show-

cased India's history, tradition,
monuments, arts and other ac-
tivities,wasremovedTuesday.It
reappearedWednesday, with-
out any text, displayingmerely
30 photographs showcasing
dance forms andmonuments.
Sources told The Indian Express
thatthe“correctedtext,portray-
ing the actual history” will be
floated on thewebsite in a few
weeks.
OnMonday, a paragraph on

the ITMinistry site describing
the Mughal Empire as among
the “greatest ever”was deleted

when complaints tagging the
Ministry of Culturewere raised
on social media. Even as the
Ministry distanced itself from
the issue, it also said that itwas
working with the agencies to
"accuratelyportray theevents".
Maintainingthatneitherwas

thecontentgeneratedbyanyde-
partment of it nor had it made
any recommendations to the
MeITY, theMinistry of Culture
had tweeted: “It has been
brought to the
Ministry'snoticeabout
content inKnowIndia
website
(KnowIndia.gov.in)
that misrepresents
India's history. The
Ministry of Culture
doesnotrunthisweb-
site and is working

with the concerned entities to
accuratelyportray theevents.”
The paragraph on the

Mughals,ontheITMinistrysite’s
Medieval India page, said: “In
India, theMughal Empire was
oneofthegreatestempiresever.
TheMughal Empire ruled hun-
dredsofmillionsofpeople.India
became united under one rule,
andhadveryprosperouscultural
and political years during the
Mughal rule. Thereweremany

Muslim and Hindu kingdoms
split all throughout India until
the founders of the Mughal
Empirecame.”
The website is run by the

National Informatics Centre, an
attached office under the IT
Ministry, which provides infra-
structuretohelpsupportthede-
liveryofgovernment ITservices
and the initiatives of Digital
India. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Rebel Punjab Cong leadersmeet
Rawat, plan to reachDelhi today

SALE OF IMMOVABLE ASSETS CHARGED TO THE BANK UNDER THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL
ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002.

The undersigned as Authorized Officer of State Bank of India has taken over Constructive/Symbolic Possession of the following property/ies u/s
13(4) of the SARFAESI Act, 2002. Public at large is informed that e-Auction (under SARFAESI Act, 2002) of the charged property/ies in the below
mentioned cases for realisation of Bank's dues will be held on "As is where is, As is what is and Whatever there is" Basis. The Auction will
schedule on 28.09.2021 (Tuesday). The other details of the Auction are as under:-

2nd Floor, Patna Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna- 800001
Ph. No. (Office): 0612-2219043, 2219385, Fax: 0612-2219385, E-mail: sbi.05176@sbi.co.in

STRESSED ASSETS RECOVERY BRANCH

AUTHORISED OFFICER
STATE BANK OF INDIA, SARB, PATNA

Date : 25.08.2021
Place : Patna

Sl.
No.

Name of Borrower(s) Amount of
Demand (as per
SARFAESI notice)

Description of the property Name of
Mortgagor/
Guarantor

Date of
13(2)
Date of
13(4)
under

SARFAESI
Act

Reserve Price
below which
the property
will not be sold

EMD
Bid Increment
Amount

1. M/s Subham Rice Mill
Prop.: Savita Devi

`19,44,908.00
as on 03.03.2016
with further interest
from 04.03.2016
plus other charges,

cost etc.

EquitableMorgageor fesidential landedproperty,
Sale Deed No.11475 dated 15.09.2012, Khata
No.27, Khesra No.190, Area 10.00 decimal,
Thana No.478, Anchal-Rajaun in the name of
Sri Prahlad Prasad Sah S/o Sri Bodh Narayan
Prasad Sah, Mauza-Madhay. The boundaries
of this property are: North-Bodh Narayan Sah,
South-Parmeshwar Sah, East-Kaccha Rasta,
West-Bodh Narayan Sah. (Property ID for
e-auction: SBIN86632301284)

Sri Prahlad
Prasad Sah
S/o Sri Bodh
Narayan
Prasad Sah

20.01.2020
16.06.2020

`3,30,000.00
`33,000.00
`10,000/-

2. M/s Jyoti Trust
1. Rishikesh Kumar
(Sheltor cum
secretary)
2. Jyoti Rani
(Trasurer)
3. Deepak Kumar
(President) 4. Sweety
Kumar (Managing
Trustee) & 5. Smt.
Deepkriti W/o Sri
Raishikesh Kumar
alias Rajendra Yadav
(As a Guarantor)

`31,65,288.00
as on 26.08.2016
with further interest
from 27.08.2016
plus other charges,

cost etc.

Sale Deed No.8912 dated 03.06.2005 stands in
the name of Smt. Deepkriti W/o Sri Rishikesh
Kumar alias Rajendra Yadav, property situated
at Mauza-Lulha, Belhar, P.S. & Anchal-Belhar,
Distt.-Banka (Bihar), Thana No.56, Khata
No.191, Khesra No.496/1195/1425, Area-16.50
decimal. The boundaries of this property are:
North-Nala, South-Baid Narayan Mishra, East-
Puran Yadav, West-Baski Yadav. (Property ID
for e-auction: SBIN87082933592)

Smt. Deepkriti
W/o Sri
Rishikesh
Kumar alias
Rajendra
Yadav

03.12.2019
16.06.2020

`28,00,000.00
`2,80,000.00

`10,000/-

3. M/s Laxmi Enterprises
Prop.: Sri Gaurab
Kumar S/o Sri Jawahar
Yadav
Guarantor: Sri
Jawahar Yadav S/o
Late Bhagwat Prasad
Yadav
At:- Gamhariya Road,
PO-Singheshwar
Madhepura-852128

`26,91,627.92
as on 30.11.2019
with further interest
and other charges

Simple Mortgage of all that part and parcel of
the property in the name of Sri Gaurav Kumar
consisting of Deed No.-10415 dated 07.11.2015,
Mauza Anchal-Gamharia, P.S.-Gamharia, Dist.-
Madhepura, Thana No.-05, Tauzi No.6175,
Khata No.-230(Old), Khata No.-236/670 (New),
Khesra No.-2262(Old), Khesra No.-4175,
4171 (New), Area-12 Dhur 19 Dhurki 10 Furki.
Boundary: North-Main Road, South-Harish
Chandra Bhagat and other, East-Pawan Bhagat
& Shashi Bhushan Bhagat, West-Md. Kaiyum
Khan & others. (Property ID for e-auction:
SBIN87075796469)

Sri Gaurav
Kumar

04.12.2019
17.06.2020

`14,49,000.00
`1,44,900.00

`10,000/-

4. M/s Noor Enterprises
Prop.: Md. Sakil S/o
Late Sekh Azimuddin.
Guarantor: Md.
Azad S/o Late Sekh
Azimuddin.
At:- Pathar Basti,
Gangi, PO-Gangi Hat,
PS-Bahadurganj, Dist.-
Kishanganj (Bihar), Pin
855107

`40,17,317.11
as on 05.04.2018
and further interest
from 06.04.2018

Cost Charges Other
Miscellaneous
expenses etc.

All that part and parcel of the property consisting
of land, building & structure as per details
hereunder:
Equitable Mortgage of all that part and parcel of
the property in the name Sri Md. Sakil consisting
of Sale DeedNo.-280 dated 12.01.2016, Mauza-
Gangi, Khata No.-548, Khesra No.-2619, Tauzi
No.-7, Thana No.-16, Thana cum sub registry
office-Bahadurganj, Pargana-Surajpur, Area-
12 Decimal 3 Kari, Dist-Kishanganj (Bihar).
Boundary: North-Sajauddin, South-Azad, East-
Road, West-Md. Najim & Others. (Property ID
for e-auction: SBIN88992892053)

Sri Md. Sakil 26.12.2019
04.06.2020

`7,00,000.00
`70,000.00
`10,000/-

5. M/s Lakho Tractors
Prop.: Mrs. Anar Devi
W/o Sri Anil Prasad
Yadav
Guarantor: Sri Anil
Prasad Yadav S/o Sri
Abhi Narayan Yadav
At:- Ward No.09, Lohiya
Nagar, PO + PS + Dist.-
Supaul, Pin-852131,
Bihar.

`26,17,356.00
as on 30.09.2016
with further interest
and other charges

Simple Mortgage of all that part and parcel
of the property in the name of Mrs. Anar Devi
consisting of Deed No.-7963 dated 30.10.2012
Mauza-Kharail, Khata No.-42(O), 261(N),
Khesra No.-1608(O), 1283(N), Tauzi No.-544,
Thana No.-152, Area-2 Katha 9 Dhur 15 Dhurki,
P.S.-Supaul, District-Supaul. Boundary: North-
Playground of Williams High School, Supaul,
South-Road, East-Hira Jha, West-Nagendra
Choudhary. (Property ID for e-auction:
SBIN86493439900)

Mrs. Anar
Devi

05.12.2019
17.06.2020

`65,69,000.00
`6,56,900.00

`10,000/-

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE

E-auction Terms and Condition
1. Date & Time of e-auction: 28.09.2021 (Tuesday); Time: 120Minutes. From 12:00 noon to 02:00 P.M. with unlimited extension of 10Minutes each.
Date and time for submission of request letter of participation/KYC Documents/Proof of EMD etc.: On or before 24.09.2021 till 04:00 PM.

2. The auction sale will be "online through e-auction". The intending Bidders/Purchasers are required to participate in the e-Auction process at
e-Auction Service Provider's website https://mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp.

3. The intending Bidders/Purchasers are requested to register on portal (https://mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp) using their
mobile number and email-id. Further, they are requested to upload requisite KYC documents. Once the KYC documents are verified by e-auction
service provider (may take 2 working days), the intending Bidders/Purchasers have to transfer the EMD amount using online mode in his Global
EMD Wallet before the e-Auction Date and time in the portal. The registration, verification of KYC documents and transfer of EMD in wallet must
be completed well in advance, before the auction.

4. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) amount as mentioned above shall be paid online through NEFT/Transfer after generation of Challan from
(https://mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp) in bidders Global EMD Wallet. NEFT transfer can be done from any Scheduled
Commercial Bank, however for Transfer the bidder has to visit Indian Bank Branch. Payment of EMD by any other mode such as Cheques, etc
will not be accepted. Bidders, not depositing the required EMD online will not be allowed to participate in the e-auction. The Earnest Money
Deposited shall not bear any interest.

5. MSTC Central Helpdesk Number (for any technical help): 033-40645207, 40609118, 40645316, 40602403, 40067351, 40628253. SBI contact
no. (for property related enquirey): For property Sr. No. 1 to 2: 7717749177 & 8986674108, For property Sr. No. 3 to 5: 9835864418.

6. The General Terms and Conditions of e-auction sale is available on the website: https://sbi.co.in/web/sbi-in-the-news/auction-notices/
sarfaesi-and-others.

7. To the best of knowledge and information of the Authorised Officer, there is no encumbrance on the property/ies. However, the intending bidders
should make their own independent inquiries regarding the encumbrances, title of property/ies put on auction and claims/rights/dues/affecting
the property, prior to submitting their bid. The e-Auction advertisement does not constitute and will not be deemed to constitute any commitment
or any representation of the bank. The property is being sold will all the existing and future encumbrances whether known or unkwon to the bank.
The Authorised Officer/Secured Creditior shall not be responsible in any way for any third party claims/rights/dues. The sale shall be subject
to rules/conditions prescribed under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of security Interest Act, 2002.

This publication is also a 15/30 days notice to all the borrower/guarantors require under Rule 8(6) of Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002.
NB: 15/30 days Sale Notice to Borrower/Guarantors has already been sent by Regd. Post at their last known address. In case they do not receive
the said notice then this E-auction sale Notice may be treated as substituted mode of service. The other terms and conditions of the e-Auction are
published in the following websites. https://sbi.co.in/web/sbi-in-the-news/auction-notices/sarfaesi-and-others

Days after para on Mughals deleted, culture
section of govt portal now a photo gallery

Proposal to
rename Miyaganj
gram sabha to
‘Mayaganj’
sent to UP govt

AHEADOFELECTIONS INUTTARPRADESH,PUNJAB

UnionministersPiyush
GoyalandAnuragThakur in
Delhi. PremNathPandey

NewDelhi: The govern-
ment on Wednesday
clearedaRs15,000-crore
FDI proposal of
AnchorageInfrastructure
Investment Holding Ltd,
a subsidiary of Canada-
based pension fund, for
investment in the infra-
structure sector. The
Cabinet Committee of
EconomicAffairs (CCEA),
chairedbyPrimeMinister
NarendraModi,approved
the FDI proposal specifi-
callyforthepurposeofin-
vestment in infrastruc-
ture and the
construction-develop-
mentsectors. PTI

Rs 15,000-cr
FDI proposal
gets nod

Govt increases sugarcane
FRP to Rs 290 per quintal,
says it is ‘highest ever’

New Delhi
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Broadcast Engineering
Consultants India Limited

(A Government of India Enterprises–Under
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting)
EoI cum RfP for Inviting Tender

(Invited through e-Tendering mode only)
BECIL invites the proposals from eligible bidders
for Selection of an Agency For Providing strategic
and implementation management consulting
services of Transaction Advisor(s) and/or Legal
Advisor to assist the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting in the process of Merger of Film
Media Units with NFDC.
The EoI cum RfP Document can be downloaded
directly from https://becil.euniwizarde.com. The
last date for submission of proposals is
14.09.2021

Sd/- General Manager

PR 252020 Building(21-22).D

Nodal Officer,
e-Procurement Cell,

Building ConstructionDepartment,
Jharkhand, Ranchi

ee--PPrrocurocurement Cellement Cell
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION DEPBUILDING CONSTRUCTION DEPARARTMENTTMENT

JHARKHAND, RANCHIJHARKHAND, RANCHI
Corrigendum

Letter No:-epro cell/480 Date:-25.08.2021
In pursuance of the letter no. 841, dated 19.08.21,of Chief

Engineer,BuildingConstructionDepartment, Ranchi, the tenderwhich
was published vide P.R.No-251175(Building)21-22,(Tender
Reference No BCD/Special Works Division,Ranchi /04/2021-22,
“Proposed Construction of Remaining work of New Jharkhand High
Court Building at Dhurwa, Ranchi”, the estimated cost of above
mentioned work is increased from Rs102,87,97,900/- to
103,71,07,879/-

Other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged.

GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH
HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ROADS TRANSFORMATION PROJECT (HPSRTP)

Request for Expression of Interest Proposal (REoI)

Name of Project: Himachal Pradesh State Roads Transformation Project (HPSRTP)
Loan No./Credit No. 9066-IN
Grant No.:
Date: August 26, 2021

The Chief Engineer-cum-Project Director, State Roads Project, HPRIDCL Nirman Bhawan, Nigam Vihar Shimla-171002,
Himachal Pradesh India invites the Request for Expression of Interest Proposals from national consultants for the consultancy
services as detailed in the table below:-

Note:- Any further addendum/Corrigendum to this Request for Expression of Interest Proposals Documents shall be available to all
interesting firms on official web site of HPRIDC under link http://himachalservices.nic.in/hpridc/HPSRTP.html.. Proposal must
be delivered in a written form to the address below (in person, or by post) by September 15, 2021 at 15:00 hours (IST).

Chief Engineer-cum-Project Director,
State Roads Project, HPRIDCL,

Nirman Bhawan, Nigam Vihar,
Facsimile: +91-177-2620663; Tel: +91-177-2627602,0356/HP

Sr.
No.

1.

Description of the Consultancy
Services

Consultancy services for Preparation of
Environmental and Social Management
Framework” (ESMF) for HPRIDCL

Date of availability of Detailed Request for
Expression of Interest Proposals Document on

HPRIDCL web site

August 26, 2021
(Request for Expression of Interest Proposal

document)

Last date/Time for
submission of

Proposals

September 15, 2021

CX.´fi. ´ff½fSX MÑXf³Àfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSmXVf³f d»f.
A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa. 48-
BÊÀfeMXeÀfe/¸fbSXf./2021-22 BÊ-M`¯OS, ¨ffS ¸ffW
I e ½f`²f°ff WZ°fb, Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ, ·ff¦f-1 ½f ·ff¦f-2
A²fûd»fdJ°f d½f½fS¯f IZ A³fbÀffS Af¸fadÂf°f dI ¹ff
ªff°ff W`Ü d³fd½fQf ´fif´°f Wû³fZ/Jû»fZ ªff³fZ I f
dQ³ffaI ½f Àf¸f¹f 13.09.2021, 14.00 ¶fªfZ E½fa
14.09.2021 14.00 ¶fªfZ W`Ü IiY¸ffaIY 1. IYf¹fÊ
IYf ³ff¸f 132 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi, dI SN»f,
¶ff¦f´f°f ´fS 33 IZ .½fe. ¶ffÀfü»fe k¶fZl IZ
ªff³f´fQe¹f d³f¸ffÊ¯f I f¹fÊÜ 2. 132 IZ .½fe.
C´fIZ ³ýi, L´fSü»fe, ¶ff¦f´f°f ´fS 33 IZ .½fe.
dÀf»ff³ff k¶fZl IZ ªff³f´fQe¹f d³f¸ffÊ¯f I f¹fÊÜ d³fd½fQf
´fi´fÂf BÊ-´fiû¢¹fûS¸fZÔM ½fZ¶fÀffBM
http://etender.up. nic.in ÀfZ We À½feI fS
dI ¹fZ ªff¹fZÔ¦fZÜ C¢°f d³fd½fQf ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f d½f½fS¯f
¹f±ff °fI ³feI e d½fdVf¿MeI S¯f, I f¹ffÊ½fd²f,
²fSûWS SfdVf, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf I e »ff¦f°f B°¹ffdQ
E½fa dI Àfe ´fiI fS IZ ÀfaVfû²f³f, ´fdS½f°fÊ³f, Vfbdð
´fÂf WZ°fb http://etender.up.nic.in A±f½ff
www.upptcl.org ´fS »ffgd¦f³f I SmÔ Ü
WXÀ°ff./- A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff kkSXf¿MÑX dWX°f ¸fZÔ
d¶fªf»fe ¶f¨ff¹fZÔll ´fÂffaI 2227 dQ.
25/8/2021

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
PROCUREMENT CIRCLE, KPDCL KASHMIR 190018

Web Site: www.pmmpddjk.org, Tele/Fax: 0194-2493881, email: epc2ndsrinagar@gmail.com
e-TENDER ABBREVIATED NOTICE

i) e- NIT No: SE/Proc/14/2021-22.
For and on behalf of the Managing Director, KPDCL Kashmir, Superintending Engineer, Procurement Circle, KPDCL

Kashmir invites online e-bids from Govt. registered original equipment manufacturers for supply of Aluminium Ladders 2x20
Feet (Extendable Type with rope and pulley arrangement) as depicted below for the requirement of KPDCL:
S. Material Description FOR ECSD Reference to e-NIT
No. Srinagar (No’s)
1. Aluminum Ladder 2x20 Feet (Extendable Type with 100 SE/Proc/14/2021-22.

rope and pulley arrangement)

The complete tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidder/tenderers
may view, download the e-Bid document, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and
time mentioned in the table below. Bidding Documents contain Qualifying Criteria for Bidders, Specifications,
Bill of Quantities, Terms and Conditions of Contract and other details.
i) Date and Time of downloading/Sale 24.08.2021; 16:00 Hrs

(Start) of Tender Document
ii) Date & Time of Download/Sale 15.09.2021; 14:00 Hrs

(End) of Tender Document
iii) Date & Time of Bidding 25.08.2021; 10:00 Hrs to 27.08.2021; 16:00 Hrs

Queries/Clarifications
iv) Date & Time of Bid 28.08.2021; 10:00 Hrs to 15.09 2021; 14:00 Hrs

Uploading (Start/End)
v) Submission of Hard Copy (end) 16.09.2021 in the office of Chief Engineer Planning and

Date & Time Procurement Bemina Srinagar 190018.
vi) Commercial/Technical Bid 17.09.2021; 14:00 Hrs

Opening Date & Time
vii) Financial Bid Opening Shall be declared later on for the technically qualified bidders
viii) Venue of Commercial/ Soft Copy Electronically

Technical Bid Opening
ix) Cost of e-Bid document Rs. 500.00 (Rupees Five Hundred only) for local firms of J&K and

Rs.1000.00 (Rupees One Thousand Only) for firms outside J&K
against NIT No.SE/Proc/14/2021-22 (Non-refundable).

x) Amount of Earnest Money Deposit The bid security shall be as per D.O. No: 9/4/2020-PPD dated
12.11.2020 of Govt. Of India endorsed by Govt. of UT of J&K
vide no: A/Misc (2018)-III-895/J dated 22.12.2020.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer
Procurement (KPDCL)DIPK-NB-2889

Rahul targets govt
on assets issue again

PM chairs 37th PRAGATI meet,
reviews 8 projects, ONORC scheme

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

THE COVID-19 standing
committee of National
TechnicalAdvisoryGroupon
Immunization (NTAGI),
comprisingtopscientificex-
perts,hasbegundiscussions
on key aspects of a possible
roll-outofCovidvaccination
for children, The Indian
Expresshas learnt.
Topgovernmentsources

told The Indian Express that
the standing committee of
theNTAGI,whichcomprises
experts frompremiermed-
ical institutions, including
AIIMSandICMR,willbe ina
position to submit its final
recommendationinthenext
10-15daystothehigh-pow-
eredNational ExpertGroup
on Vaccine Administration
forCovid-19 (NEGVEC).
The NEGVEC, which is

chaired by Dr V K Paul and
co-chaired Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan,
will be taking the finaldeci-
sionontheroll-outofCovid-
19vaccinationforchildrenin
the country. “Once their
[NTAGI panel] recommen-
dations are finalised, the
NEGVECwill takeadecision
ontheirrecommendations,”
a sourcesaid.
Significantly, the scien-

tific discussions related to
roll-outofCovid-19vaccina-

tion for children come days
aftertheIndiandrugregula-
tor granted emergency use
authorisation of Zydus
Cadila’sDNAvaccine,which
has been approved for chil-
drenagedabove12.
While the NEGVACwill

take a final call on the roll-
out,prioritisationandlogis-
tics-related vaccination of
children, sources said that
Zydus Cadila has informed
thegovernmentthatitsvac-
cine will arrive in October
and that it aims to produce
one crore doses in the first
month.
NTAGIis India’sapexad-

visory body on immuniza-
tion, which provides guid-
ance to the government on
vaccination by undertaking
technical reviews of scien-
tificevidenceonmattersre-

lated to immunization pol-
icyandprogrammes.
AstheCovid-19standing

committeeof theNTAGIhas
starteddiscussionsonvacci-
nation of children, sources
said the technical bodywill
be looking at scientific data
on co-morbidities among
childrenandtheproportion
of this vulnerable group to
make recommendations to
the government on aspects
related to prioritisation of
vaccinationforthechildren.
Meanwhile, on

Wednesday,HealthSecretary
Bhushanchairedahigh-level
meetingwithallstatestore-
view progress of Covid-19
vaccination. The stateswere
advised to focus on enhanc-
ing seconddose coverage as
well as immunization of
schoolteachersandstaff.

542
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

TRACKING THE SECOND SURGE

NEWCASES: 45,427
ACTIVE CASES:3,33,740
TOTAL VACCINATION:59,55,04,593

DAILY DEATHS
629

TOTALDEATHS
4,36,387

WEEKLY CFR
1.26%

OVERALL CFR
1.36%

TESTS TODAY: 18,52,838 | TOTAL TESTS: 51,30,37,385

WEEKLY POSITIVITY: 1.85% | OVERALL POSITIVITY: 6.35%

STATESREPORTINGMOSTCASES

STATE NEW ACTIVE WEEKLY TOTAL
CASES CASES POSITIVITY VACCINATION

■Kerala 31,445 1,70,750 17.34% 2,65,96,245

■Maharashtra 5,031 50,183 2.32% 5,44,61,019

■AndhraPradesh 1,601 14,061 2.09% 2,68,80,387

■TamilNadu 1,573 18,352 1.04% 2,94,14,024

■Karnataka 1,224 19,344 0.80% 3,79,20,725

STATESREPORTINGMOSTDEATHS

STATE TODAY’S TOTAL WEEKLY OVERALL
DEATHS DEATHS CFR CFR

■Maharashtra 240 1,40,083 2.80% 2.20%

■Kerala 215 20,051 0.67% 0.56%

■Odisha 69 7,615 5.33% 0.77%

■TamilNadu 27 34,788 1.30% 1.35%

■Karnataka 22 37,206 1.30% 1.27%

Note:DataasonAug25;vaccinationnumbersasofAug24.Deathsincludethosefrompreviousdays.

Need to invest more to develop good
antiviral against Covid: AIIMS director
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

WENEEDtoinvestinresearchforan-
tivirals or drugs that can be used in
treatmentagainstCovid-19, saidAI-
IMSdirectorDrRandeepGuleria on
Wednesday.Hewasspeakingaspart
of a panel on emerging Covid-19
treatmenttherapiesalongwithother
leadingdoctors fromthecountry.
“Over 18months, our treatment

strategy has evolved because we
started off with a novel virus about
whichwe really didn’t knowmuch.
Andthereforealotofempiricalther-
apyandrepurposeddrugswereused.
Wearestillusingalotof repurposed
drugsratherthananyspecificantivi-
ral for Covid-19. And unfortunately,
alotof investmentwentintovaccine
developmentbutwedidn’treallyin-
vest thatmuch into research for an-
tivirals or a drugwhich could have
beeneffectiveagainstthevirus...I re-

allythinkthatweneedtopushmore
in research in developing good an-
tiviral drug; alongwith the vaccine,
we need to have good drugswhich
areeffective,whichcanbegiveneas-
ily to patients and are useful in the
long run.Wedon’thave suchadrug
asofnow,”saidDrGuleria.
Running through the various

drugswhichhavebeenproppedupas
part of Covid treatment, he said, “I
thinkwehavefoundthatthebottom
lineisthatyoureallyneedtobesureof
whentogivewhichdrugandwhento
notgive…becauseearlyuseofsteroids
inmildcaseshaveledtoproblemsas
weknow.Givingremdesivirisnotin-
dicated in early disease…There are

people giving a cocktail of steroids,
remdesivirandanticoagulantsonday
onetopeoplewithouthypoxiaandat
home…the timing of the drug is as
importantasthedrug.”
The panelistswere all, however,

optimistic about the use of mono-
clonalantibodies,withDrShashank
Joshi from Lilavati Hospital and
Research Centre stating thatmany
lives could have been saved if it
would have been available at the
startof thesecondwave.
“Monoclonalactivitieshavesome

verycompellingdatabasedonsome
veryeleganttrials,fundamentallyfor
peopleatrisk...Inthemifyouadmin-
ister it, therecouldbe the likelihood
of savinga life...the ideal time touse
it is in 48-72 hours. Unfortunately
mostofthepatientsthatendupwith
doctors like us come after this time
has lapsed...Unfortunately, thedrug
cametoIndiawhenthesecondwave
wasreceding.Mostofthecaseswere
recedingbut still,whatever littlewe
used in vulnerable cases,we clearly
saw some impressive results…,” he
said.
DrPadmanabhaShenoy,medical

director(CARE),alsostatedthatthey
havehadpositiveresultswithusing
monoclonal antibodies on people
with autoimmune disorders, who
did not develop adequate immune
responseevenaftervaccination.

DrRandeep
Guleria

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

ADAYafteraccusing thegovern-
ment of selling and “gifting”
India's assets to its businessmen
“friends” through the national
monetisation plan, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Wednesdayagaintookaswipeat
thegovernmentwiththehashtag
‘IndiaOnSale’. “Firstsoldoutcon-
scienceandnow...,”hetweetedin
Hindi,usingthehashtag.
The Congress also used the

hashtagandaccusedthegovern-
mentofexploitingIndia'sassets
for the benefit of its “crony
friends”.
“Any government must be

focused on fostering and utilis-
ing the nation's natural re-
sources so as to benefit genera-
tions of citizens to come. All
Modigovernment is focusedon
ishowtoexploitourpreciousas-

sets for the benefit of a few
crony-capitalist friends,” the
party saidonTwitter.
It also said that airways,wa-

terways or roadways are na-
tional infrastructuralassetsthat
boost theentireeconomy.
The Congress further said

that the Modi government's
“distract and deflect policy” is
falling apart, as it can no longer
throw largenumbers and fancy
slogans around and expect the
Indianpeople tobeenthralled.
The NSUI, the Congress stu-

dents’ wing, also attacked the
government saying, “Congress
took70yearstobuild.BJPtook7
yearstosell,”andusedthehash-
tag ‘IndiaOnSale’.

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Wednesday
chairedameetingofthe37thedi-
tion of PRAGATI, the ICT based
multi-modal platform for ‘Pro-
Active Governance and Timely
Implementation’, involving the
Centreandstategovernments.
In themeeting, nine agenda

itemswere taken for review, in-
cluding eight projects and one
scheme. Among the eight proj-
ects, three projects each were
from theMinistry of Railways
andMinistry of Road Transport

andHighwaysand twoprojects
werefromtheMinistryofPower.
Thecumulativecostof these

eight projects amounts to Rs
1,26,000croreandencompasses
14states.
The PrimeMinister also re-

viewed the ‘One Nation – One
Ration Card’ (ONORC) scheme
andaskedofficialstoexplorethe
“multipleutilitiesof thetechno-
logical platform developed un-
der theschemetoensureprovi-
sion of awide array of benefits
to thecitizens”. ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,AUGUST25

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday lashed out at the
Centre over its National
Monetisation Pipeline (NMP)
policy, claiming that it (the pol-
icy) is a “ploy to sell assets that
belongtothecountryandnotto
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
or theBJP”.
Terming the NMP as a

“shockingandunfortunatedeci-
sion”, the CM alleged that the
moneyraisedbysellingtheseas-
setswouldbeusedduringelec-
tionsagainstoppositionparties.
Banerjeetoldmediapersons,

“These are not PrimeMinister
Modi’s or theBJP’s assets. These
arenationalassetsthatbelongto
thecountry.ThePrimeMinister

cannot sell national assets. It is
anunfortunatedecisionandIam
shocked.Many peoplewill join
meincondemningthisdecision
(by theCentre)."
Targeting the BJP, Mamata

said,“Theyaresellingthecountry.
Thistime,theywanttosellBengal
as well. We will play. Sharing
Bengaliisnotsoeasy.Andwewill
not lose the game so easily. And
duetothewordsofBJPministers,
Bengalwillnotbedivided.”
Banerjee said the “situation

has now changed”, adding, “If
you want to know Ram and
Ayodhya, you have to read
Ramayanawell first.”

Congress
leaderRahul
Gandhi

WestBengal
CMMamata
Banerjee

WAROFWORDSOVERMONETISATIONPLAN

FinanceMinister
NirmalaSitharaman

Does Rahul
Gandhi
understand what
monetisation is,
asks Sitharaman

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, AUGUST25

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman onWednesday hit
back atOpposition leaderswho
had criticised the Centre's
NationalMonetisation Pipeline
(NMP)programme.
“The Congress party had

monetisedtheNewDelhirailway
stationin2008.Whydidn'tRahul
Gandhiteardownthemonetisa-
tion plan forNewDelhi railway
station,”Sitharamanasked.
“If he indeedisagainstmon-

etisation, why was the RFP on
themonetisation of NDLS not
torntopiecesbyRahulGandhi?
And if this is monetisation, did
they sell off the NewDelhi rail-
waystation? Is itownedby jijaji
(brother-in-law) now?Does he
understandwhatmonetisation
is?” shesaid.
Sitharaman reminded the

Congress party of the 2010
Commonwealth Games. “What
happened during the
CommonwealthGames(CWG)?
Within one CWG, they finished
all that which can be creamed
out into the accounts of their
cronies,” shesaid.
ThegovernmentonMonday

announced a four-yearmoneti-
sation programmeworth Rs 6
lakh crore to unlock value in
brownfieldprojectsbyengaging
theprivate sector.

ApublicawarenessdriveataThanemarket.DeepakJoshi

VACCINATIONFORCHILDREN

NTAGI Covid panel begins talks,may
submit recommendations in 15 days

Mamata on NMP policy:
‘These are national assets,
PM or BJP can’t sell them’

New Delhi
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STATE AND STREET
ArrestingNarayanRane isoutrageousand irresponsible.
Buta little toorich forBJP to lectureonfreespeech

I NTHELAST20months that theMahaVikasAghadi coalitionhasbeen inpower
inMaharashtra,ChiefMinisterUddhavThackerayhasmadeaconspicuouseffort
toprojecthimselfasasoberleaderandtheShivSenaasanoutfitthathasevolved
fromitsstreet-fightingdaystotakeonthemantleof apartyofgovernment.That

carefulimageconstruction,still incomplete,wasseverelydentedTuesdaywhenthestate
police arrestedUnionMinisterNarayanRane and theYuva Sena, the youthwing of the
Shiv Senawasunleashed in response tohis decidedly intemperate remarks against the
chief minister. The brickbatting outside Rane’sMumbai home, themultiple FIRs filed
against him, andhis theatrical arrest,were part of anunprecedenteddrama that spoke
of outrightabuseandmisuseof statepower tosettlepolitical scores.
ItiswellknownthattheSenaandRaneareintimateenemies.Rane,aformerSainikand

chiefminister,wasoustedfromthepartyforopposingUddhav'sanointmentasBalasaheb
Thackeray'schosensuccessor.WhenRanewaspickedbytheBJPforoneoffourJanAshirwad
Yatrasinthestate,itwasexpectedthathewouldtargettheThackeraystopreparetheground
for the upcoming civic polls, including for the all-important BrihanmumbaiMunicipal
Corporation. At first, Sena leaders seemingly took themature view that he should be ig-
nored,evenifhisinauguralprogrammeofthetour—avisittotheBalasahebThackerayme-
morialinMumbai'sShivajipark—wasseentobeaimedatprovokingtheSena.Butevenbe-
fore hemade the offensive remark that set off Tuesday’s events, the police had,without
naminghim,startedtostackupFIRsagainsthisralliesforviolatingCovidprotocols.Afterthe
remark, itwasalmostas if theSenacalculatedthat it couldmakemorepolitical capitalby
revertingtotype, flagrantlyweaponisingitscadresandthegovernment.
If theShivSenahasgotitterriblywrong,however,theBJPseemsill-suitedtomountthe

moralhighground. It isnot just that itsowndecision to fieldRanewaspreciselyaimedat
generatingheat inMaharashtra,where ithasnotbeenable toshakethecoalitiongovern-
mentdespitetryingtodoso.Itshigh-pitcheddenunciationofSenaheavy-handednesseven
asitdistancesitselffromRane’scontroversialremark—DevendraFadnaviscomparedSena
actiontotheTaliban,whilepartychiefJPNaddaallegedviolationofconstitutionalvalues—
are at oddswith its owngovernments’ provenpreference for blunt instruments against
speechitdoesn'tagreewith.AttheCentreandinthestateswhereitisinpower,theBJPhas
shownatroublingintoleranceofspeechthatdoesn'tmatchitsdefinitionofwhatshouldbe
spokenorheard.Sodissentbecomes“anti-national,”criticismbecomesderogatory,theIPC
thestate'smostpotent tool tosqueeze legitimatespaces.TheSena isclearly theaggressor
in theRane episode and theUddhav Thackeray governmentmust step back butwhen it
comestovictimhoodforpoliticalremarks, it's theclangingof thepotandthekettle.

SAFETY FIRST
G-7statementonAfghanistan isguarded.Delhimustprepare

formanoeuvringat international fora

THEG-7 STATEMENT onAugust 24 flags the challenges thatmay continue to
deepenwiththeTaliban’stakeoverofmuchofAfghanistan.“AnyfutureAfghan
government,” itsays, “mustadheretoAfghanistan’s... commitmenttoprotect
against terrorism; safeguard the human rights of all Afghans, particularly

women,children,andethnicandreligiousminorities;upholdtheruleof law;allowunhin-
deredandunconditional humanitarianaccess; andcounterhumananddrug trafficking
effectively.”Readalongwithotherdevelopments in the last fewdays, theG-7statement
alsopoints to thediplomaticminefield thatTaliban’s controlof Kabulhascreated for the
regionandbeyond.
TheG-7statementmakesitclearthattheevacuationofexpatriatesandallies isapri-

ority—onewhichneedstheTaliban’s support.Differencesareemergingwithin theG-7
andNATOovertheevacuationdeadline. Itappears,however,thattheAugust31deadline
will stand even as it is clear that theUS is striving to keep its geopolitical options open.
Meanwhile, theUNHumanRightsCouncilresolution—adoptedonTuesday—hasbeen
condemnedbothbyAfghanistan’shumanrightschiefaswellastheEUenvoy.Draftedby
the Organisation of Islamic States and spearheaded by Pakistan, the resolution on
Protection of Human Rights in Talibanwas evidently passed hurriedly, with theWest
preoccupiedwithevacuatingitscitizens.Afghanistan—whosediplomatsareappointees
of theAfghangovernment,nottheTaliban—reportedlywantedafact-findingmissionto
look into the increasing reports of human rights violations in thewake of the Taliban
takeoverandsubsequentcrackdown.ThefinaldraftdoesnotmentiontheTaliban,norcalls
for a fact-findingmission. TheOIC, led by Pakistan, passed awatered-down resolution,
inaseemingbid toprotect theTaliban in international fora.
Inhis statement after theG-7meeting,USPresident JoeBiden said that “we’ll judge

them(Taliban)bytheiractions,andwe’ll stay inclosecoordinationonanystepsthatwe
takemovingforwardinresponsetoTalibanbehaviour.”However,giventheevolvingsit-
uation on the ground, aswell as strategic interests in play, the reaction to the Taliban’s
actions is likely to be tempered by several factors. On its part, NewDelhimust be pre-
paredforthemanoeuvringthat isboundtotakeplace in international forumsandactto
ensure itsnational securityalongwithprotecting thewell-beingof theAfghanpeople.

GAIL’S WORLD
Omvedt’sworkexploredspaceswhere theorymetpraxis,

heractivisminformedherwriting

GAILOMVEDT,WHOdiedinKasegaon,Sangli,onTuesday,wasararepublicin-
tellectualwho engagedwith the theory andpraxis of social justice politics.
Herwritings extended the frontiers of understanding of anti-caste political
andspiritualtraditionsaswellastherelationbetweencasteandgender.They

were transformativealsobecause she infused in themthewisdomshehadgainedbyac-
tivelyengagingwithprogressivesocialmovements.
Omvedt’stheoreticalworkwasilluminatedbythelightandheatofmultipleradicaltra-

ditionsofemancipation, includingfeminism,MarxismandAmbedkarism.Shedrewfrom
thelifeandworkoftheMaharashtrianBhaktisaintstothelaterlegateesofthatradicalher-
itage, JyotibaPhuleandBRAmbedkar.Born inMinneapolis,USA, shecameto India in the
1970storesearchthenon-BrahminmovementinMaharashtra.Shestayedon,marriedso-
cialactivistBharatPatankar,andbecameanIndiancitizenin1983.WithPatankarandoth-
ers,shefoundedtheShramikMuktiDal,asocio-politicalgroupthataffirmedPhule-Marx-
Ambedkarwad as its ideology andworked amongpeasants on issues such as equitable
distributionofwater,land,culturalresources.Herengagementwithnewsocialmovements
suchas theSharad Joshi-ledShetkariSanghatanaandanuancedreadingof economic lib-
eralisation,especiallyinconnectionwithitsimpactonagriculture,producedafreshperspec-
tiveonpost-reformsIndia.Herworksoughttounveilananti-casteideologicalsystemthat
beganwiththeBuddhaand,throughtheBhaktimovement,culminatedinAmbedkar.
WhatdistinguishedOmvedt’swritings, academicandpopular,was theexplorationof

theintersectionsofclass,casteandgendertoproducefreshinsightsandnewperspectives.
Shemoved between the library and the field, activismand academics, each feeding the
other.Shewillcontinuetoinspiregenerationsof researchersandactivists.

Sanjib Baruah

VGeetha

Conflicts takeplaceagainstuneasy interplay
between ideological andpost-ideologicalpolitics

SEARCHING FOR BEGUMPURA
Inher lifeandwork,GailOmvedt soughtaworldwithoutoppression

AREMARKABLEASPECTof lastmonth’s se-
riousMizoram-Assamborderclashwasthat
it happened despite the congruence be-
tweenthepartiesinpoweratallrelevantlev-
els.TheBJP-ledNationalDemocraticAlliance
is inpower inNewDelhi and inDispur; and
theMizoNational Front (MNF), theparty in
powerinAizawl,ispartof theNDA.TheMNF
isalsoaconstituentoftheBJP-ledNorth-East
Democratic Alliance of which the Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma is the
convenor.
Duringanearlierphaseofone-partydom-

inance in Indianpolitics,whichRajniKothari
hadmemorablycalledthe“Congresssystem”,
inter-stateconflictsweremanagedorresolved
withinthesystem.Isitpossiblethatthisphase
ofone-partydominancearoundtheBJPisless
equippedtomanageconflicts?
Tobesure,theNortheastexperiencecan-

nottellusverymuchaboutthefateof India’s
quasi-federal governance structure. The re-
gionispoliticallysuigenerismainlybecauseof
itshistoryasacolonial frontierprovince:The
sourceof itsmultiple inter-stateborder con-
flicts, andthemanysingle-or two-MPstates
thattranslatesintopoorrepresentationatthe
Centre compared to, say, UP’s 80MPs in the
LokSabha.Moreover, theBJP’sascendancyis
notalwaystheresultofassiduousparty-build-
ingefforts.Ithasbeenachievedbyleveraging
itsdominanceatthenationallevel,andsupe-
rior resourceendowmenttoengineerdefec-
tions fromother parties and to strategically
alignwithregionalpolitical forces.
Ithasbeenquiteapparentthatsomeofthe

rulingparty’spoliciesrootedinitsHinduma-
joritarianimpulsesdonotsitwellwithsignif-
icant sections of people inNortheast India.
TheoppositiontotheCitizenshipAmendment
Actandtothebanof saleof cattle forslaugh-
teratanimalmarketswasquite loudandve-
hement. But the unease was successfully
managedmainlythroughtheinsertionofex-
ceptions to therelevant lawandnotification.
The key instrument formanaging dissent
againsttheCAAinAssamwasthepromiseof
constitutional safeguards under Clause 6 of
theAssamAccord.Thepromise,however,re-
mainsunfulfilled,buttheBJPhasincurredno
politicalcost forthis failure.

Sinceallpolitics is local, saysanthropolo-
gistDavidHolmberg,whenitcomestovoting
decisions,party ideologyis“moreoftenthan
not trumped by social relations”. Northeast
politicians have successfully insulated their
social relations-focused election strategies
from the negative impact of party ideology.
Election campaigns at the grassroots level
haveapost-ideological feel tothem.
But election victorieswon under these

conditions cannot guarantee political peace
andstability.Incidentsofstateviolence,forin-
stance,cansuddenlyacquireunexpectedpo-
litical symbolicmeaning, enough to desta-
bilisedulyelectedgovernments.Thatwasthe
casewiththerecentunrest inMeghalaya.
Thechainofeventsbeganwithtwolow-

intensityIEDblastsforwhichtheproscribed
armed group the Hynniewtrep National
LiberationCouncil(HNLC)claimedresponsi-
bility.ThepredominantlyKhasiHNLCclaims
to speak for the people of theHynniewtrep
(thepeopleof thesevenhuts), thatis, thein-
digenous peoples of eastern Meghalaya.
After being dormant for awhile, the HNLC
hasbeenmaking itspresence felt in the last
coupleof years.
OnAugust13HNLCleaderCherishterfield

Thangkhiewwaskilledduringapoliceraidof
his home in Shillong. Thangkhiew is locally
describedaseitheraformermilitantwho“re-
tired” for health reasons, or as onewhohad
“surrendered”. The police claimed that evi-
dence implicating Thangkhiew in the blasts
andatip-offonanimminentblasttookthem
tohishome.Apparently,anattempttoarrest
himledtoaviolentclashandhediedofasin-
gle gunshot. His supporters, however, called
the killing a “cold-bloodedmurder” and a
“fake encounter”. Anger at his killing led to
mayhem in certain areas of Shillong.
Hundreds joined the funeral procession for
Thangkhiewon IndependenceDay; and the
citywascurfewedbythetimeeveningfell.
In a remarkable political fallout, Home

MinisterLakhmenRymbuiannouncedhisin-
tention to step down. He said that the state
police,whichhisministrycontrols,exceeded
“thelawfultenetsofthelaw”andhecalledfor
ajudicialprobe.
ChiefMinisterConradSangmahasnotac-

ceptedRymbui’sresignation.Thedecision,he
says,willbetaken“collectivelybythecabinet
atanappropriatetime.”Perhaps,Rymbuihas
alreadymadehispoliticalpointbymakingthe
contentsofhisresignationletterpublic.
The BJP’s spectacular successes in the

Northeast, especially in theChristian-major-
ity states of Meghalaya, Nagaland and
Mizoram, have surprisedmany people. But
that is partly becausemost observers have
givenlittleattentiontothelonghistoryofdo-
mesticationofnationalideologiesinthehands
ofNortheast India’spoliticalclass.
AnthropologistJelleJPWoutershasmetic-

ulouslystudiedthevernacularisationofdem-
ocraticideasandpracticesintheelectoralpol-
itics of Nagaland. The relatively large
governmentalpatronageresourcesavailable
tothestate’sministers—especiallythosewho
get “plump”portfolios—and theminuscule
size of assembly constituencies allow for an
especiallyintimateformofpatronagepolitics
inNagaland. So-called vote-buyingdoes not
takethecrudematerialisticformthattheterm
implies.Wouters observes that during pre-
election house-visits to a ChakhesangNaga
village,candidatesacknowledgesocialbonds,
listen carefully to the circumstances facing
eachhousehold, andmake customised cash
andnon-cash contributions, both “pre-paid
andpost-paid”. Inthe localunderstandingof
representative democracy, party ideologies
andelectoralmanifestosappearas“thenear-
obligatoryhumdrumbehindwhich. . .actual
politics operated”. Defection fromoneparty
toanotherisnotseenasmorallyproblematic,
butaspoliticallyandmorallynecessary.
Evidently, themoraleconomyassociated

withtheNagafeastofmeritofabygoneera—
thegenerosityexpectedfromthemeritorious
well-to-do—has been successfully coopted
in theserviceof retail patronagepolitics. But
ironically, if community feasting had once
servedtoculturallyenforceredistribution,its
appropriation in the practice of electoral
democracyhasonlyservedtostimulateaccu-
mulation,fuelingthegrowingchasmbetween
thegovernorsandthegoverned.

Thewriter isProfessorofPoliticalStudiesat
BardCollege,NewYork

AFEWWEEKSago,onAugust2,GailOmvedt
turned80.Asubstantialportionofthisworthy
lifewasspentinIndia,thecountrysheadopted
asherown.GailcameofpoliticalageintheUS
ofthe1960s—theanti-warprotests,thestrug-
gleforcivil rightsandtheangrysocialist fem-
inismofthosedecadeslefttheirimprintonher
writings.Andshewroteonarangeofthings—
feminismandwomen’smovements;thepeas-
ant question in post-independent India;
MahatmaPhule,theSatyashodhakSamajand
thenon-BrahmanmovementinMaharashtra;
Ambedkarandhisvisionforauniversal,dem-
ocraticpolitics;Dalitvisions for thegoodand
just society; Indianutopian thought; bhakti
devotionalisminwesternIndia,especiallythe
writingsofTukaram;Buddhism.
ShewroteforanIndianaswellasaninter-

national readership,movingwith ease be-
tween scholarly andpopular journals, trans-
lating India for theworld of left-leaningUS
intellectuals in the1970s and1980s, locating
India’sagrarianeconomy,itsdiscontents,class
and caste dimensionswithin the rubric of
PeasantStudies,andanchoringculturalrevolt,
andanti-castethoughtwithinapoliticsofjus-
ticeandliberation.ShealsobroughtintoIndian
debatesoncaste,class,gender, land,theenvi-
ronment anddistributive justice arguments
fromMarxism, sociological thought onpeo-
ple’smovements,andhistoriesofreligion.She
thussetupafascinatingandproductivetraffic
between theories of progress, class struggle
andtheutopianfutureastheseemergedacross
thesocialistworld,andthehistoriesofdissent

and protest in the Indian context,many of
whichhadasmuchtodowithanti-castestrug-
glesastheydidwithworkers’resistance.
Herearlyworkonanemergent feminism

inurbanandruralIndiainthe1970sand1980s
remainsunparalleled for itsmasterly combi-
nationofethnographicdetailandfeministthe-
orising.Shepointedtothewaysinwhichlived
realities, of social class and cultural caste,
framedwomen’s responses to the economy,
conjugalityandfamily,sexualchoices.Shere-
mindedfeminists thatdiscussionstodowith
violence againstwomenought to gobeyond
mechanicalMarxistinterpretationsandought
totakenoteofhowsocialstructures,especially
caste and the family form in the Indian con-
text, helped to normalise sexual and other
formsofviolence.Shenotedtootheroleplayed
by thepost-independent state in enabling a
public culture of brutality, which then res-
onatesinallspheresof life.
Gail’sobservationsonpeasantstrugglesin

the1980sandafter,particularlyheraccountof
theShetkariSanghatanainMaharashtrawere
provocative.Shespokeofthepeasantryascon-
stitutingaworldof itsown,whichwasbeing
exploitedbyurban,industrialIndia.Thisledto
abrilliantbattleofideas,whichwasfoughtout
in the pages of the Economic and Political
Weeklyandwhichforegroundedthecomplex
issuesatstake.Thedebatepointedtotheneed
forsocialmovementsagainstcasteandpeas-
antmovements for economic and social jus-
ticetobeincontinuousconversationwitheach
other. Gail alsomade it clear that peasant

movementsoughttobeviewedfromthepoint
ofviewof theirfemaleadherentsandmadea
caseforwomenfarmersandtheirdeepinter-
estinevolvingasustainableagrarianeconomy.
Inherwritingsonsocialmovements—in

RethinkingRevolution—Gail insisted thatwe
see the eruption of social movements, of
women, peasants, environmentally belea-
gueredcommunities,anti-casteactivists,and
agrarianlabourersasdeeplylinkedinatempo-
ralaswell asnormativesense. Shesuggested
we see themasunfolding in a shared spatial
universe,dominatedbythesamesetofexploit-
ingclassesandcastes.
Gail’sunderstandingofAmbedkar’slifeand

work, and the historical perspective she
broughttohervisionofDalitstrugglesshowus
howtheselatteraretobeviewed—asholding
universalemancipatorypotentialthatwilllib-
eratenotonlyDalitsbutallelsefromthethrall-
domof caste. HerDalits and theDemocratic
Revolution,whichbringstogetherthestoriesof
Dalitassertionacrossthecountryfromthecolo-
nialperiodonwards,pushesus to rethinkour
idealofrevolutionarychange.Hersubsequent
workontheculturalcoreofanti-castethought,
SeekingBegumpura,andonSantTukaram,bear
witnesstoherenduringinterestintherichin-
nerworlds sustainedbyall thosewho fought
caste and theBrahminpriesthood, andwho
evolvedotherandparallelworldsof spiritual
vigourandcreativeenergy.

ThewriterisaChennai-basedsocialhistorian
andactivist.Fullversionatindianexpress.com

It has been quite apparent
that some of the ruling
party’s policies rooted in its
Hindu majoritarian
impulses do not sit well with
significant sections of people
in Northeast India. The
opposition to the
Citizenship Amendment
Act and to the ban of sale of
cattle for slaughter at animal
markets was quite loud and
vehement. But the unease
was successfully managed
mainly through the insertion
of exceptions to the relevant
law and notification. The key
instrument for managing
dissent against the CAA in
Assam was the promise of
constitutional safeguards
under Clause Six of the
Assam Accord. The promise,
however, remains
unfulfilled, but the BJP has
incurred no political cost for
this failure.

Gail insisted that we see the
eruption of social
movements, of women,
peasants, environmentally
beleaguered communities,
anti-caste activists, and
agrarian labourers as deeply
linked in a temporal as well
as normative sense. Rather
than understand each of
these in isolation, she
suggested we see them as
unfolding in a shared spatial
universe, dominated by the
same set of exploiting classes
and castes.
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The non-brahman/anti-castemovement
represents the true Enlightenment in India

— GailOmvedtTHEEDITORIALPAGE

Northeast edge

DA UNCERTAIN
UNIONFINANCEMINISTERRVenkataraman
refused to give a firm commitment on the
paymentofinstalmentofdearallowancedue
toCentral governmentemployees.Replying
toaquestion in theRajyaSabha,hesaid that
thegovernmenthasbeenmakingpayments
ofDAasamatterof policy. It’snotacontrac-
tual obligation. Therefore, there is no ques-
tion of automatic paymentwhenever there
was a rise in the cost of the living index. The
questionwas tabled byDharamchand Jain.
Replyingtosupplementaryquestions,thefi-
nanceministersaidthatthestateof finances
willhavetobetaken intoconsideration.The

governmenthaspaidDAuptoFebruary,this
year.KalyansundaramoftheCPIsaidDAwas
linked to cost of living indexandnot to gov-
ernmentrevenueorbudgetproposals.

PAK REJECTS PROPOSAL
THE PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT sees little
substantive change in the Afghan regime’s
newtermsfornegotiations.“Thereseemsto
besomedressingupoftheconditionssetlast
year,” said a sourcewho did notwant to be
named, adding that that the proposal was
unacceptable as a basis for talks. Islamabad
iswillingtotalktomembersofAfghanistan’s
rulingpartybutnotdirectly to the regime.

SA INVADES ANGOLA
THESOUTHAFRICANdefenceministrysaid
two South African armoured columns in-
cluding two trucks invaded Angolan terri-
toryonAugust24andfightingwasgoingon
inSouthAngola.

NEW LOOK FOR CP
DELHI’S CONNAUGHT PLACE will have
a new look if a redevelopment plan for
the middle circle and the Madras Hotel
Block is implemented. The plan in-
cludes construction of a basement in
the middle circle.

AUGUST 26, 1981, FORTYYEARSAGO
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“The learning catastrophe that has befallen the country’s most vulnerable
children will take longer than one academic year to remedy.”

—THENEWYORKTIMESTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Food fortification is
considered attractive as it
requires no behavioural
modification by the
beneficiary. It also plays into
our fascination for applying
technology to create a ‘future
food utopia’. But if the iron
present in Indian foods is
not well-absorbed, then
fortification would be like
flogging a dead horse.
Layering it over other
ongoing iron programmes
will do more harm than
good. Indeed, salt
fortification already exists in
some states, as does wheat
flour fortification, in
addition to the Anaemia
Mukt Bharat programme of
pharmaceutical iron
supplementation.

IN HIS recent book titled The IndianWay
(HarperCollins, 2020), ForeignMinister S
Jaishankar,wrote:“Itistimeforustoengage
America,manageChina,cultivateEurope,re-
assure Russia, bring Japan into play, draw
neighbours in, extend the neighbourhood
andexpandtraditionalconstituenciesofsup-
port.”Thisapproachofinternationalandre-
gional relations fitted in his viewof “pluri-
lateralism”,whichrelied,inparticular,onthe
will topartnerwithcountriesthatwerenot
partners themselves: “If Indiadrove the re-
vivedQuadarrangement,italsotookmem-
bership of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation.Alongstandingtrilateralwith
RussiaandChinanowcoexistswithonein-
volvingtheUSandJapan”.Jaishankardefined
this strategy as “a parallel pursuit ofmulti-
plepriorities, someofwhomcouldbecon-
tradictory”andridiculedthosewhodidnot
understand that Indian initiatives that
seemedunnaturalwerethehallmarkofthe
new“Indianway”.
“To theuninitiatedor the anachronistic,

thepursuit of apparently contradictory ap-
proachesmayseembaffling.Howdoesone
reconcile a Howdy Modi gathering (the
Houston rallywhereModi campaigned for
Trump in 2019) with a Mamallapuram
(named after the small townwhereModi
met with Xi Jinping also in 2019) or a
Vladivostok Summit? Or the RIC (Russia-
India-China)withJAI(Japan-America-India)?
Or the Quad and the SCO (Shanghai
CooperationOrganisation)?AnIranwiththe
Saudis,or IsraelwithPalestine?Theanswer
is in thewillingness to lookbeyonddogma
and enter the realworld of convergences.
Thinkofitascalculus,notjustasarithmetic.”
Regarding India’s region, Jaishankar re-

called thepriority of SouthAsia—reflected
in themotto “Neighbourhood First”—and
presented Indiaas thecountry that can “re-
build a fractured region” through the “wis-
domoftreatingitsprosperityasaliftingtide
fortheentireregion”.
How far is this diplomatic strategy ten-

able in the context of the present crisis in
Afghanistan—aSAARCcountry—thatwasa
friendof India for 20years?NewDelhi has
notbeenabletoplayamajorroleinthetran-
sitionthatwas inthepipeline formonths in
Afghanistan, as evident from the fact that
IndiawaskeptoutoftheDohatalks(inwhich
theAmericansparticipated)andtheMoscow
talks (orchestratedby theRussians).While
theRussiansprobablydidnotwanttoinvite
IndiabecauseofitsgrowingtieswiththeUS,
the fact that the Indianswerenot invited to
Dohaismoredifficulttoexplain.Didtheother
participants in thenegotiations—including
theAmericans—give in to Pakistani pres-
sure?Did they consider India as the second

fiddle?Afterall,theUShadaskedIndiatobe-
comemoreinvolvedinAfghanistan—includ-
ingmilitarily.
Beyond these regional considerations, it

seems that “plurilateralism” is not feasible
anymore as twoblocks are crystallising on
theoccasionoftheAfghancrisis.Russiaispre-
paredtorecognisetheTaliban,providedthey
donotdestabilise thecountriesbordering it
in the South. China,which— in contrast to
India—sharesaborderwithAfghanistan,has
saiditiswillingtoholdtalkswiththeTaliban
too.ThelattercouldlettheMiddleKingdom
exploititsvastnaturalresources—including
acopperminethattheChinesealreadyown
— and help it develop the Belt and Road
InitiativeinCentralAsia.Iran,whereIndiahad
invested considerable sums to develop a
deep-water port at Chabahar to access
Afghanistanwhile bypassingPakistan, also
said itwas ready to dealwith the Taliban.
Tehranhas alreadyplayedmiddle-manbe-
tween the Taliban andKabul andhas been
moving closer toChinawhile distancing it-
self from India sinceNewDelhi yielded to
pressurefromDonaldTrumpanddecidedto
adhere to American sanctions. Pakistan—
whichishelpingtheTalibanwithoutneces-
sarilycontrollingthem—ispartofthiscoali-
tiontoo.
Inthiscontext,canIndiacontinuetoplay

a regional role on itsWestern side and re-
mainequidistantvis-à-visRussia,Chinaand
theUS?Certainly,Indianobservershavecrit-
icised the Americans for having exposed
them to a new Islamist threat by leaving
Afghanistaninsuchahurry.However,these
temporarytensionsshouldnotcallintoques-
tion India’s growing tieswith theWest. On
thecontrary,thisprocessislikelytoacceler-
ate as the Taliban are increasingly finding
support inPakistanandChina.All themore
so, as Pakistan,which for decades offereda
point of support to the Americans in their
fight against communism and then
Islamism,hasprobablytakenadecisivestep
in distancing itself from theWest when
PrimeMinister ImranKhan rejoiced to see
Afghanistan“breakingchainsofslavery”af-
tertheTaliban’svictory.
Thus, SouthAsiamaybecomea tinder-

box inwhich two new antagonistic blocs
might be salient, andwhere, as a result, the
ingredientsof anewColdWarcouldgather
against the backdrop of “Belt and Road
Initiative vs. Indo-Pacific”. During the first
ColdWar, India remainednon-aligned.This
time,thecountrymayturntotheWestmore
willinglyif itfeelsdirectlythreatened.Willit
become a pivotal state and play vis-a-vis
China the role Pakistanplayedvis-à-vis the
SovietUnionfortheUS?WillWashingtonuse
its leverage to put pressure on India in do-
mains like trade andhuman rights?Will it,
onthecontrary,considerthatitneedsIndiaso
muchvis-à-visChinaandRussiathatitshould
abstainfrominterferingwithIndia’sdomes-
ticpolitics?Itwill takeyearsforthetermsof
thisdebatetobeclarified,but2021hasaccel-
eratedgeopoliticaltrendsthatmake“plurilat-
eralism”theIndianwayaremoteprospect.

ThewriterisseniorresearchfellowatCERI-
SciencesPo/CNRS,Paris,professorofIndian

politicsandsociologyatKing’sIndia
Institute,London

FORDECADES,WEhavebeenpuzzledby the
extraordinarilyhighlevelsofanaemiainIndia,
affectingwomen and children equally, and
stubbornlyresistanttocorrectivemeasureslike
mandatory supplementation of iron tablets.
Thesearedismalopticsforournationaldevel-
opment,asananaemicindividualhasalower
capacitytoworkandthink,andsothecollective
capacityofsocietyisatstake.
Ifironsupplementsdonotwork,whatisto

bedone?Thepolicyresponsehasbeento“do
evenmore”.Thistakestheformofaddingeven
moreirontothedietthroughfortificationand,
thistime,doingitthroughcompulsoryricefor-
tificationinsafety-netfeedingprogrammeslike
theICDS,PDSandschoolmid-daymeals.This
wasannouncedbythePrimeMinisterinhisre-
centIndependenceDayaddresstothenation.
Themandatory rice fortificationprogramme
is beingpiloted in somedistricts already, but
focuses solely on the logistics of fortification,
without examining the intended effect on
anaemia. We feel that this programme is
notrequiredinIndia,andthatthepolicyshould
bere-examined.
The first question is whether anaemia

prevalence in India is inflated. Anaemia is di-
agnosedon thebasis of thebloodhaemoglo-
binlevel.Theextraordinarilyhighanaemiafig-
uremight, firstly, be inflated becauseWHO
haemoglobin cut-offs are used to diagnose
anaemiainIndia.Thereisagrowingglobalcon-
sensusthatthesemaybetoohigh,andarecent
Lancetpaper suggesteda lowerhaemoglobin
cut-offleveltodiagnoseanaemiainIndianchil-
dren. Using this will actually reduce the
anaemia burden by two-thirds. Secondly,
haemoglobin level canbe falsely lowwhena
capillarybloodsample(takenbyfinger-prick)
isusedformeasurement, insteadof themore
reliablevenousbloodsample(takenwithasy-
ringefromanarmvein).Theanaemiaburden
inIndiaisestimatedfromcapillaryblood,and
global studies, including from India, have
shown that using capillary blood inflates the
anaemia burden substantially. If the recom-
mendedvenousbloodsampleisused,itwould
halve this burden. There is, thus, a significant
overestimationofanaemiaburden.
But does irondeficiency cause anaemia?

Andisourdietreallydeficientiniron?Ironde-
ficiency is thought tobe theprimary causeof
anaemia in India. But recently, aMoHFWna-
tional survey (Comprehensive National
Nutrition Survey) of Indian children showed
thatirondeficiencywasrelatedtolessthanhalf
the anaemia cases.Manyothernutrients and
adequateproteinintakearealsoimportant,for
whichagooddiversedietisrequired.
The idea for iron fortification comes from

thepremise that anormal Indiandiet cannot
possiblymeetanindividual’sdailyironrequire-
ment. This iswrong thinking, and isbasedon
older iron requirements (as per National
InstituteofNutrition[NIN]2010),whichwere
much too high. The latest corrected iron re-
quirements (NIN 2020) are 30-40 per cent
lower,withtheso-callediron“gap”alsobeing
muchlower.TheirondensityoftheIndianveg-

etariandiet, about 9mg/1000kCal, can thus
meetmost requirements and the efforts to
mandatorilyfortifythedietaryironcontentfor
thewholepopulationareunnecessary.Many
other nutrients are involved in preventing
anaemia, aswell as amedleyof non-diet fac-
tors, includingtheenvironment.
Food fortification is considered attractive

as it requires nobehaviouralmodificationby
thebeneficiary. It alsoplays into our fascina-
tionforapplyingtechnologytocreatea“future
foodutopia”. But if the ironpresent in Indian
foods is notwell-absorbed, then fortification
wouldbe like flogging adeadhorse. Layering
itoverotherongoingironprogrammeswilldo
moreharmthangood.Indeed,saltfortification
already exists in some states, as doeswheat
flour fortification, in addition to theAnaemia
Mukt Bharat programmeof pharmaceutical
ironsupplementation.
It isoftensaidthatfortificationissafe,that

it delivers tiny amounts of iron, unlikely to
causeharmfuleffects.Thisisnottrue:Ingesting
fortifiedsalt (twoteaspoons,10g/day)orrice
(quarterkilo/day)willdeliveranadditional10
mgiron/dayeachtothediet.Comparethis to
theironrequirementofawoman(15mg/day)
andaman(11mg/day).Actually,onecouldex-
ceed this requirement by a lot,without even
counting the supplemental iron tablet (60or
100mg/weekforwomen).Whentheironin-
take exceeds 40mg/day, the risk of toxicity
goesup.Theunabsorbedironthatremainsin
thegutcanwreakhavocamongthebeneficial
bacteria in the large intestine. Ironcausesox-
idativestress,andmoreseriously,isimplicated
in diabetes and cancer risk.Menwill also be
moreatrisk.
Importantly, thismandatory fortification

will cost thepublic exchequerRs2,600 crore
annually (not insignificant in relation to the
budget,andworthnearly4croreCovidvaccine
doses),withpoorlikelihoodofbenefit,andpos-
inganunnecessaryrisk.
Ricefortificationisverycomplex.Itrequires

a fortified rice “kernel” or grain that is com-
posed of rice flour paste, alongwith the re-
quired concentration ofmicronutrients and
binders, extruded into a grain that exactly
matches theshapeof therice it is intendedto
fortify. This fortifiedkernel, indistinguishable
from the grain it is fortifying in appearance,
density, cooked characteristics and so on, is
mixedwith thebeneficiary’s rice in a specific
grainratio.
Theproblemliesinmaking“matching”ker-

nels foreachricecultivar that isdistributed in
the foodsafety-netprogrammes fromyear to
yearandstatetostate. If itdoesnotmatch,the
instinctofahomecookwillbetopickoutand
discard theoddgrains, therebydefeating the
purposeof fortification.Moreover,when rice
fortification ismademandatory, it isnotdiffi-
culttoimaginethatforthesakeofexpediency,
itmightevenreducethedemandforthenatu-
rally-occurringdiversevarietiesinIndia.
Goingbacktothequestion: If ironsupple-

ments donotwork,what is the answer?We
justneedtoabsorbtheexistingdietaryironbet-
terandcomplementthiswithalltheothernu-
trientsthatarerequired,byeatingadiversediet
(with fruits andvegetables, forexample), and
improvingourenvironment.Theanswerdoes
notlieinthetechno-utopiaof foodreduction-
ism,seductiveasit is. Indeed, it iswell-known
thatthebenefitsderivedfromthenutrientsin
whole foodsaregreater thanthesumof their
parts.In2010,Timeranked“mealsinpillform”
as third in the top10 failed futuristic predic-
tions,inalistthatincludedtime-travel,jetpacks,
flyingcarsandcyborgs.Weneedtorethinkour
reductioniststrategiesifwearetodeliverfood
andnutritionsecuritytoourpeople.

Kurpad isprofessorofphysiologyand
nutrition inSt John’sMedicalCollege,

Bengaluru. Sachdev isa senior consultant in
paediatricsandclinical epidemiology,
SitaramBhartia Instituteof Scienceand
Research,NewDelhi.Viewsarepersonal
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Diversificationofdiet,notricefortification, iskeytoaddressingtheproblemofanaemia

A flawed recipe Plurilateral
challenge

Geopoliticaltrendsintheregionandbeyondpointto
difficultiesofsustainingcontradictorypressuresin

India’sdiplomaticoutreach

CR Sasikumar

DISTRESS SIGNAL
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial,‘Managing
theplan’ (IE,August25).Theassetmon-
etisationprogramme is ambitious in its
scalebut itmight fall short of garnering
theexpectedreturns inthepresentsce-
nario. Government finances are in dire
straits and themarketwould read this
initiative as a granddistress sale of na-
tionalassets,consideringthestateofcon-
sumption in the economy, themarket
mightpush for further concessions like
leniency in the ownership clause,
whereinasking forpartialownership in
theseassets.Theassetmonetisationpro-
grammeshouldbeguidedbyabroader
vision to guide the economy through
theseunprecedentedtimes.

SudipKumarDey,Barasat

THE RIGHT STIMULUS
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Onpopula-
tion,letfactsspeak’(IE,August25).Many
countries(evensomeScandinavianones)
are experiencingdecline in their young
populationandarebearing thebruntof
amajorityofthepopulationbeinginthe
non-workingagegroup,therebyincreas-
ingsocialsecurityexpenditure,asisevi-
dent from the increasing relaxations in
their immigrationpolicies.With a large
youngpopulation, India could become
oneofthemostvibranteconomiesinthe
world,providedthatadequatestimulus
intherightdirection isprovided.Article
21A and45 of the Constitution,which
provide for the Right to Free &
Compulsory Education and the Early
ChildhoodCare&Educationrespectively,

shouldbeimplementedeffectively.Also,
oneof theauthors(ManojJha), inoneof
his recent speeches in theRajya Sabha,
calledforlegislationtowardsprovidinga
fundamental right to health protected
underArticle21(RighttoLife).

VinaySaroha,Delhi

MINISTER’S AMNESIA
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The lost
decade’ (IE, August 24). UnionMinister
Hardeep Puri conveniently forgets the
fact thatwith thedemonetisationexer-
cise, NarendraModi’sNDAgaveus the
single biggest economic blunder in the
historyof freeIndia.Theeconomyofthe
countrywasreelingwellbeforeCovidhit
us and ahealthy growth rate inherited
fromtheUPAwassquandered.

LalitMohan,Gurgaon
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ONAUGUST15,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
announcedasupportofRs11,000croretoin-
centiviseoilpalmproduction.Thegovernment
intendstobringanadditional6.5lakhhectares
underoilpalmcultivation.Theagro-business
industryhassaidthemovewillhelpitsgrowth
andreducethecountry’sdependenceonpalm
oil imports, especially from Indonesia and
Malaysia.Indiaimported18.41milliontonnes
ofvegetableoil in2018.
TheNationalMissiononOilseeds andOil

Palmarepartofthegovernment’seffortstore-
ducethedependenceonvegetableoilproduc-
tion.TheYellowRevolutionofthe1990sledto
ariseinoilseedsproduction.Thoughtherehas
beenacontinuousincreaseintheproduction
ofdiverseoilseeds—groundnut,rapeseedand
mustard,soybean—thathasnotmatchedthe
increasingdemand.Mostoftheseoilseedsare
growninrain-fedagricultureareasofGujarat,
Andhra Pradesh, Haryana, Karnataka,
Rajasthan,MadhyaPradesh, TamilNaduand
UttarPradesh.
Asignificantincentiveforthelaunchofthe

NationalMissiononEdibleOils andOil Palm
(NMEO-OP) to promote palm cultivation
comes fromthe “success stories” of the two
Southeast Asian countries, Indonesia and
Malaysia. Indonesiahasemergedasa signifi-
cant palmoil hub in the last decade andhas
overtakenMalaysia.Thetwocountriesproduce
80percentofglobaloilpalm.Indonesiaexports
morethan80percentof itsproduction.
However,acarefulanalysisofthepolicyini-

tiativethatcanpotentiallychangetheruraland

agrarian landscape of the Northeast and
AndamanIslandsneedstobeundertaken.Oil
palmcultivationcanhavedisastrousenviron-
mental and social consequences. Studies on
agrarianchangeinSoutheastAsiahaveshown
thatincreasingoilpalmplantationsisamajor
reason for the region’sdecliningbiodiversity.
Indonesia has seen a loss of 1,15,495million
hectaresof forest cover in2020,mainly tooil
palmplantation.From2002-18,Indonesialost
91,54,000millionhectaresofitsprimaryforest
cover. Alongwith adversely impacting the
country’sbiodiversity, ithas led to increasing
water pollution. Thedecreasing forest cover
hassignificantimplicationswithrespecttoin-
creasingcarbonemissionlevelsandcontribut-
ingtoclimatechange.
Palmoil plantationshave stoked conflict

betweengovernmentpoliciesandcustomary
land rights. Such rights aremajor livelihood
sources for forest-dependent communities.
Legislationallowingtheclearingof treecover
andcuttingforestsforgrowingpalmtreeshas
ledtoincreasingland-relatedtusslesbetween
governmentofficials,localsandagro-business
groups in Malaysia and Indonesia. The
Northeasternstatesarepoliticallysensitivear-
eas,andtheoilpalminitiativecouldbreedten-
sionthere.
Suchinitiativesarealsoagainstthenotionof

communityself-reliance:Theinitialstatesup-
portforsuchacropresultsinamajorandquick
shift in theexisting croppingpattern that are
notalwaysinsyncwiththeagro-ecologicalcon-
ditions and food requirementsof the region.

Duringabrieffieldstudyin2020tounderstand
theimpactofagriculturepolicies,anofficialas-
sociatedwiththedepartmentofagriculturein-
formedmeabouttheArunachalgovernment’s
changingpolicyonusing forestland forpalm
oilplantations.Theofficialsaidthatthepolicy
hasbegunimpactingtheforestcoverasfarm-
ers, armedwithgovernment incentives, are
switching fromtraditional crops like riceand
maizetopalmoil.Shepointedoutthatpeople
intheNortheastdonotusetheoil forcooking
oranyotherpurpose.Theoilisbeingusedbyin-
dustriesforpackagedfoodandmedicines,de-
tergentsandcosmetics,theofficialsaid.
Thecurrentinitiativeignoressuchground-

level realities. TheNortheast is recognisedas
thehomeof around850birdspecies. There-
gionishometocitrusfruits,itisrichinmedic-
inalplantsandharboursrareplantsandherbs.
Aboveall,ithas51typesofforests.Studiescon-
ducted by the government have also high-
lighted theNortheast’s richbiodiversity. The
palmoil policy coulddestroy this richness of
theregion.
The policy also contradicts the govern-

ment’s commitments under the National
MissionforSustainableAgriculture:"Making
agriculturemoreproductive, sustainable, re-
munerativeandclimateresilientbypromoting
location specific integrated/composite farm-
ing systems." Thepalmoilmission, instead,
aimsatachievingcompletetransformationof
thefarmingsystemofNortheastIndia.
Palmoilcultivationhashadapositive im-

pact onpoverty eradication inMalaysia, in-

creasing incomelevelsof smallandmarginal
farmers. However, studies also show that in
case of variations in global palmoil prices,
householdsdependentonpalmoilcultivation
becomevulnerable–theymanagetosustain
themselveswithhelpofproactivestateinter-
vention.Asizablenumberof small landhold-
erscontinuestodependuponothersourcesof
income. In otherwords, such anagricultural
shift is not self-sustaining andmakes local
communitiesvulnerableandexposesthemto
externalfactors.
Topreservetheenvironmentandbiodiver-

sity, Indonesia and Sri Lanka have already
startedputtingrestrictionsonpalmtreeplan-
tation. In 2018, the Indonesian government
cameupwith a three-yearmoratoriumon
newlicensestoproducepalmoil.Recently,the
Sri Lankan governmenthas ordered theup-
rootingofoilpalmplantsinaphasedmanner.
Similar environmental andpolitical out-

comescannotberuledoutinIndia.Manystate
governmentshavestartedencouragingpalm
oilproductiondespitetraditionaloilseedsbe-
ingusedbyfamiliesfordailyconsumption.The
increasingfocusonpalmoilwillgraduallyre-
sult in focus shifting away from rainfed
oilseeds. Apart from thepossible hazardous
impactsinNortheastIndia,suchtrendscould
havenegativeimplicationsonfarmerincomes,
health,andfoodsecurity inotherpartsof the
countryinthelongrun.

Thewriterisassistantprofessor,Centrefor
PoliticalStudies, JNU

Sudhir Kumar Suthar

Slipping on palm oil
NewpolicyputsNortheast’sbiodiversity, farmingcommunitiesatrisk
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PPEERRSSOONNAALL

Classifieds

I, SanjeyKumarS/oHari
KrishanR/o-613-A, KathMandi,
SirsaHaryana-125055Have
ChangedMyNameToSanjay
Goyal. 0040581292-4

II AmandipKaurW/oHarjeet
SinghR/oR-2/91,Mohan
Garden, UttamNagar, New
Delhi-110059, have changedmy
name toAmandeepKaur for all
Purposes 0040581224-2

MMyysonname is Priyanshu inmy
Servicebook that iswrong.My
sonactual andcorrect name is
PriyanshuKumar.#Suman
Kumar Sonof Shri Binod
KunwarResidenceofVillage
GokhleNagar, Bishnupur,
Thana-Ballia, Distt. Begusarai,
Bihar-851211. 0040581260-1

II,,VViijjaayyKumarBatra,S/oHar
BhagwanBatraR/o.H.No-3,
Road.No-16, 1st-Floor, East
Punjabi Bagh,Delhi-26,have
changedmyname toVijay
Batra. 0040581287-11

II,,VVeeeennaa Joshi W/oArunKapoor
R/oA2/125-CKeshavPuram,
Delhi have changedmyname
asKanikaKapoor permanently.

0040581258-1

II,,VVaarruunn S/oShri RameshKumar
Thareja,R/o-87,Pocket-
A8,Swapankunj-Appartment,
Kalkaji Extension,Kalkaji,
South-Delhi,NewDelhi-
110019,have changedmy
name,fromVarun toVarun
Thareja,for all futurepurposes.

0040581292-1

II,,SSrriisshhttii Baweja,D/oMohit
Baweja,R/oDU-129,Pitam
Pura,Delhi-110034,that I,have
changedmyname,fromSrishti
to Srishti Baweja for all
purposes in future.

0040581292-9

II,,RRaajjaatt RajendraPal Joneja S/O-
RajendraPal JonejaR/O-R-
43,Greater Kailash-1,New-
Delhi-110048HaveChangedMy
NameToRajat Joneja,ForAll
Purposes. 0040581287-2

II,,PPrraabbeesshhKumar,S/oUdhan
Singh,R/o-184,Pandit-Chowk
Mandawali-Fazalpur, East-
Delhi-1110092,inform thatmy
namewrongly-writtenPravesh
KumarYadav inmyminor
daughterAnushkaYadav
school-recordbutmycorrect-
name is PrabeshKumar.

0040581287-5

II,,NNiisshhiittaaW/oRoopanjal Piplani
R/oE-43, Sector-41, Noida(U.P.)
have changedmyname to
Nishita Piplani for all future
purposes. 0040581239-1

II KalpanaW/oKaushlesh
Kumar, R/oRZF-1002, FF-104,
PalamColony, Bagdogla, New
Delhi, have changed myname
toKalpanaMishra for all
purposes 0040581247-1

II,,KKhhuusshhbbuuBadlani,W/OTarun
LakhmichandBadlani,R/OE-
1903,M2KVictoriaGardens,
Azadpur,Delhi-110003, have
changedmyminor son’s
name,fromYuvraj Singh to
Yuvraj Badlani. 0040581292-2

II,,JJaassmmiinneeKaurMadaan,W/o
Amit Pal Singh,R/o.H.No-47,
Road.No-43,West Punjabi Bagh
Delhi-26,have changedmy
name to JasmineKaur.

0040581287-10

II,,JJAASSPPRREEEETTKAURSULACHW/O
SUMITPALSINGHR/OC-
2/18,BLOCK-C2,RAJOURI
MARKET,RAJOURI-
GARDEN,DELHI-
110027.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
JASPREETKAUR. 0040581287-6

II,,HHiitthheerroo knownasUsha Kiran
aliasUshadevi aliasUshaalias
UshaDalal,w/o-Jitender
Dalal,H.no-
25/9,Nangloi,Najafgarh-Road,
Rishal-Garden,west-Delhi-
110041,Have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asUshaKiran. 0040581292-8

II,,GGUURRMMEEEEKKSINGHWAZIR, S/o-
HARPALSINGH, R/o.CM-703
AMRAPALI VILLAGE NYAY-
KHAND-2, INDIRAPURAM
GHAZIABADUP-201014,
Changedmyname to
GURMEEKSINGH.

0040581287-7

II,,AAsshhookkKumar,S/O-Shri Jai
Kumar JainR/O-E-4/87-88,
GroundFloor,Sector-7,
Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toAshok
Kumar Jain. 0040581292-5

II,, Vivek S/OParamjeet
Singh,R/OWZ-257,4THFLOOR,
ChandNagar,NearChand-
NagarGurudwara, New-Delhi-
110018HaveChangedmy
Name toVivekKumar.

0040581287-3

II,, VikasBhardwaj s/oRam
Chander r/oH.No.D-259,
NawadaHousingComplex,
KakrolaMor, UttamNagar,
NewDelhi-110059 inform that
in 10th&12thMarksheet and
passing certificatemy father’s
namewaswronglywrittenas
Ramchandar insteadof Ram
Chander.

0040581214-1

II,, VijenderRai Goyal S/oPrahlad
RaiGoyal R/oH-143, Ashok
Vihar Phase-1, Delhi-110052
have changedmyname to
VijenderKumarGoyal.

0040581256-1

II,, Sharad, S/oShri Ravi Prakash
R/oE-190PandavNagar, Delhi-
110091have changedmyname
to ‘SharadPrakash’ for all
futurepurposes.

0040581222-1

II,, SajjaW/oManoj SharmaManu
R/o F-3, AkashBharti
Apartment, I.P. Extn
Patparganj, NewDelhi-110092
have changedmyname to
Sajja Sinha for futurepurposes.

0070750843-1

II,, RitaDeviW/oAjayKumarR/o
H.No.457, SFKashiramSociety,
Pi-1GreaterNoidaU.P.,have
changedmyname toKali Devi
for all futurepurposes.

0070750838-1

II,, NILMANIKUMARS/OSHRI
CHANDRIKAPRASADR/OP-
167,PILANJI VILLAGE, SAROJINI
NAGARNEWDELHI- 110023.MY
CERTIFICATENAME IS
MENTIONEDNILMANIKUMAR
KARNABUTACTUALNAME IS
NILMANIKUMARFORALL
FUTUREPURPOSES

0040581255-2

II,,MKSHARMA,S/OVIRENDRA
KUMARSHARMA,R/o-H.No.06,
Saraswati Kunj,Chipyana
KhurdTigari, G.B.Nagar,
UP,have changedmyname to
MANOJKUMARSHARMA.

0040581287-9

II,, Kanwal Jeet Singh s/oSh.
Dalip Singh r/oC-506/A, 2nd
Floor, JVTSGarden,
Chhattarpur Extn.,NewDelhi-
110074 has changedmyname
fromKanwal Jit Singh to
Kanwal Jeet Singh for all
Purpose. Henceforth Imaybe
known, calledand referredand
asKanwal Jeet Singh.

0040581193-1

II,, Gurmeet Singh,S/ONarender
Singh,R/OHouse.No-D-14A/31,
Second-Floor,Model Town-
2,Delhi-110009, HaveChanged
myMinor sonName,From
HarmanSingh toHarman
Puniani. 0040581287-4

II,, GitaW/oRamKawarR/o Flat
No.-T-2/1003, SupremeTowers,
Sector-99NoidaGautam
BuddhaNagar, U.P-201301
HaveChangedMyNameTo
GeetaDeshraj For Future
Purposes. 0070750841-1

II,, GitaW/oRamKawarR/o Flat
No.-T-2/1003, SupremeTowers,
Sector-99NoidaGautam
BuddhaNagar, U.P-201301
HaveChangedMyNameTo
GeetaDeshraj For Future
Purposes. 0070750836-1

II,, DeepakGahlot s/oRohtash
Gahlot r/oD-9,MohanGarden
Extn., Delhi-110059have
changedmyminor son’s name
fromDEVVARTGAHLOT to
ANSHGAHLOT. 0040581214-2

II,, DIKSHA,D/OMANOJKUMAR
SHARMAR/o-H.No.06,
Gali.No.4, Saraswati Kunj,
ChipyanaKhurdUrf
Tigari,G.B.Nagar,UP,have
changedmyname toDIKSHA
KUMARI. 0040581287-8

II,, VipinKumar, S/oDiwanSingh,
H.no.367Gali no 8, Baselwa
ColonyOld FaridabadHaryana
havechangedmyname to
Vipin Singh. 0070750801-1

I, AMITKUMARMAHESHWARI,
ADD- 12221,ATSONEHAMLET
,SEC 104, NOIDA U.P-201304,
changedmyMinor Sonname
SOURISH toSOURISH
MAHESHWARI, permanently.

0040580851-6

II,, ChandanKumar s/oPrakash
SinghD.O.B- 12.04.2004 of
AT+PO: SatishNagar, PS-
Pasraha, Dist-Khagaria
(Bihar), Aadhar no.:
447853099428MybrotherVinit
Kumarat the timeof his
recruitment, filled in the family
detail form& filledmydateof
birth as 05.02.2006,whereasmy
correct dateof birth is
12.4.2004. It is informed toone
andall thatmydateof birth is
12.4.2004 0040581234-1

II,, Babita,W/oMicheal Rai,
Address-51,Aarjunnagar 3rd-
floor newdelhi-110029,
changedmyname toMartha
Rai. 0040581287-1

II,, ANAMIKAW/oSUKHEN
MANDALR/o Flat.No-1606
Tower-5, Nirala Estate, Tech
Zone-IV, NearHanuman
Mandir, GreaterNoida, Uttar
Pradesh-201308, have changed
myname toANAMIKAMANDAL
for all futurepurposes.

0070750832-1

II hitherto knownasKeshav,
KeshavKokandesonofMr.
MaheshKumar residingat
8/126 TrilokPuri, Delhi-91 have
changedmynameandshall be
knownasKeshavKokande.

0040581216-1

II armyNo2703483mLancenaik
VipinKumarof (18Grenadiers)
s/oAjayPal Singh R/oHouse
No.562/7BVijayNagar
,KonsiwasRoadRewari,
HaryanaPin-123401, declare
that correct dateof birth ofmy
wife is 12-12-1984 0040581224-1

II SurenderChaudhary S/oShri
Bhutai ChaudharyR/o 36, Saida
Mohalla, PradhanGali, Near
StateBankATM,Chilla Village,
MayurVihar Phase-1
Extension, Delhi-110091have
changed thenameofmyminor
son fromVishal Kumar to
Vishal Chaudhary for all
purposes. 0040581212-3

II Rajiv Pal S/o-Sh.SewaRam,
R/o-A-32, ShyamColony,
Phase-II, BudhVihar, Delhi,
HaveChangedmySon’sName
ASHISH toASHISHPAL for all
purpose.ThatASHISH&ASHISH
PAL is theoneandsame
person. 0040581230-1

IIMohini PanjwaniW/O, Inder Lal
Panjwani R/oB-1/24B
JanakpuriWestDelhi-110058
have changedmyname to
Mohini Inder Panjwani for all
purposes.

0040581279-1

II Hardasmal S/O,Hakikat Rai
R/oB-1a/24B JanakpuriWest
Delhi-110058have changedmy
name toHardasMal Panjwani
for all purposes.

0040581277-1

II FARZANS/OAFJALKHAN, R/O
PLOTNO-172, KH.NO-32, F.F,
GALINO-9,WAZIRABAD-
VIILAGE, DELHI-110084, have
changedmyname to FARZAN
KHAN for all purposes

0040581247-2

I,AmbreenWadera,D/oQayoom
Wadera,R/oVilla-22 Second
Floor, EroseGarden,
CharmwoodVillage Faridabad-
121009,HaveChangedMy
NameToAmreenWadera.

0040581292-3

PUBLIC NOTICE
On behalf of my client, Mr. Naresh
Chander Anand, it is informed to
public at large that Property bearing
No. J-5/129, Rajouri Garden, New
Delhi is under litigation and is subject
matter of RFA(OS) 35 of 2018,
RFA(OS) 34 of 2018 and FAO(OS)
84 of 2018 where the Division Bench
of Hon’ble High Court has stayed the
judgment and order dated
04.04.2018 of the Ld. Single Bench.
The Public is advised not to deal with
the said entire property or enter into
any agreement/arrangement in
respect of the same.

Sd/-
KARTIK KUMAR AGGARWAL

(Advocate)
Office: B98,

DEFENCE COLONY,
DELHI-110024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known that my Client Namely Brijpal Aneja,
W/o- Late-Maj. H.S. Aneja, R/o- Plot No- M-
7/16, Second Floor, DLF, Phase-II, Gurugram,
Haryana was registered in the name of Late-
Maj. H.S. Aneja S/o- S.S. Aneja R/o- Plot No- M-
7/16, Second Floor, DLF, Phase-II, Gurugram,
Haryana, who expired on Dated 16.06.2001,
leaving the above property in his wife’s Name
Mrs. Brijpal Aneja based on the relinquishment
deed executed by Mrs Brijpal Aneja W/o- Late
Maj. H.S. Aneja She is now Relinquishing her
complete share of the above Property to her two
daughters and accordingly the name of Simran
Aneja and Tribhuvan Sharad Mohan is being
noted in DLF’s record in respect of the captioned
Plot M-7/16, Second Floor, DLF Phase-II,
Gurugram, Haryana, anybody who has any
objection to this, he or she may approach M/s
DLF Ltd. or the undersigned within 21 days of
Publication of this Notice.

Sd/- A.K. DEY (Advocate)
Enrollment No.- D/336/2011

Ch. No. 559, Lawyer’s Chamber Block
Saket Court Complex, New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known my clients (1) SHIV
KUMAR S/O SH. RAM KUMAR (2)
REKHA W/O SH. SHIV KUMAR BOTH
RESIDENT OF H. NO. 28, R-1 BLOCK,
PHASE-I, BUDH VIHAR, DELHI-
110086 have disowned and severed all
their relations with their son namely
LAKSHAY GOYAL and debarred him
from their movable and immovable
properties/ assets due to his
misbehavior, unfamiliar activities,
intolerable act, misconduct and going
against my clients. Anybody dealing
with them in civil and criminal matter
shall be doing at his/her/their own risk,
cost and responsibility and my clients
family shall not be liable for their any act.

Sd/- KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-748/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, on behalf of my client Mr. Mohit
Wadhwa@ Manu Wadhwa, Sole
Proprietor of M/s M.K. Associates
serve this notice to public.
That my client is a sole proprietor of
M/S M.K. Associates and any
member of his family has nothing to
do with his business or any business
transaction, if any body has to settle
any account with my client, he is
advised to settle through proper
channel and procedure, he is
advised not to malaise reputation of
his family members otherwise legal
action will be taken against him in
accordance of law.

Sd/-
B.S. Tomar

Advocate
Chamber No. 372, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054
Mob. 7982799692

PUBLIC NOTICE
Plot No- L19/6, DLF Qutab Enclave,
was registered in the name of Late
Shri Kailash Chand Malik S/o Late
Shri BD Malik R/o L-19/6, DLF
Qutab Enclave, who has expired on
16th May, 21 leaving behind Plot No.
L19/6, DLF Qutab Enclave in favour
of his brother Shri Sushil Kumar
Malik & Shri JK Malik and
accordingly the name of Shri Sushil
Kumar Malik & Shri JK Malik is being
noted in DLF’s record in respect of
the captioned plot. If anybody has
any objection to this, he or she may
approach Ms/ DLF Ltd or the
undersigned within 21 days of
publication of this notice.

Sd/-
AJAY BAHL

Advocate
CHAMBER NO. 152, CIVIL SIDE,

TIS HAZARI COURT,
DELHI-110054

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PPRROOPPEERRTTYY

PPRROOPPEERRTTYYFFOORRSSAALLEE

AACCCCOOMMOODDAATTIIOONN

AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE

OOUUTTOOFFMMUUMMBBAAII

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

FFLLAATT for sale. 2 BHK, 3rd floor,
Sailila, Oppt. St.Marg, High
School, Chendhre, Alibaug,
Raigadbuiltuparea 850 sq.ft.
Price: 47.5 lacs (Negotiable).
Contact D’Souza : 9869501881,
9769910137. 0070750819-1

2255000000 sqft. Plot atHadapsar
Industrial Estate in Pune, 60ft
road touch, AmpleWater&
Power. 9373067706.

0050182691-1

MOHAMEDTHAVER
MUMBAI, AUGUST25

THEMUMBAIPOLICEhaveclosed
theinquiryintothedeathofDisha
Salian,whowasbrieflyhandling
publicity for actor Sushant Singh
Rajput, and died by suicide on
June8,2020,aweekbeforetheac-
tor’sdeath.
Policesourcessaidtheinquiry

wasclosedearlier this year asno
evidence of foul play had been
found in thecase.Thepolicealso
didnot find evidence to support
several allegations that were
made last year on socialmedia
linkingSalian’sdeathwiththatof
Rajput,andclaimsthattheywere
bothmurdered. Rajput, 34,was
foundhangingfromtheceilingof
hisBandraflatonJune14,2020.
In a press conference on

Wednesday,adayafterhisarrest
and subsequent bail for remarks
onMaharashtra chief minister

Uddhav Thackeray, Union
MinisterNarayanRaneonceagain
rakedupSalian’s death and said
hewouldget“justice”forherand
ensure“theguiltyarepunished”.
FollowingthedeathsofSalian

andRajput last year, Rane joined
several accountsonsocialmedia
platforms to claim that the two
cases were linked and that a
“politician” played a role in the
deathofSalian.
While theCBI probe into the

deathofRajputhasnotfoundany
foul play as yet, sources said the
Mumbaipolicehadinquiredinto
Salian’s death as per procedures
in cases where an Accidental
DeathReport(ADR)isregistered.
Last year, a PIL by a Delhi-

based lawyer seeking a court-
monitored CBI probe into the
deathofSalian,28,wasdismissed
bytheBombayHighCourt.
AseniorofficerfromMumbai

Police told The Indian Express, “
Earlierthisyear,theInvestigating

Officer(IO)ofthecase,afterinves-
tigating thematter for several
months,sentareporttotheassis-
tantcommissionerofpolice(ACP)
for‘finalsummary’ashewascon-
vincedthattherewasnofoulplay
inherdeath....”
Ontheallegations thatSalian

had “partiedwithpoliticians” in
thedaysleadingtoherdemise,the
officer said officials checked the
CCTV cameras at her fiance’s
building and found that “in the
daysshewasthere,shejustcame
outoncetotakedeliveryforsome-
thing she had ordered.” She did
notattendanypartyoutside, the
officersaid.
The allegation that shewas

pregnantwas provenwrong by
the post mortem, the officer
added. Lastly, the allegation that
there were no clothes on her
whenherbodywasfoundonthe
ground floor of thebuildingwas
negated by the statement of
Salian’sfather.

Gujarat railway track project:
SC extends status quo on
demolition of slums till Sept 1

Chidambaram
arrives in Goa to
discuss strategy
for 2022 polls

BJP seeks CBI probe against
Parab, Sena dismisses demand

6MONTHSTOGOFORPOLLS

KALYANSINGH’SDEMISE

AMITSHARMA
MEERUT,AUGUST25

NEARLY A dozen members of
the Sangeet SomSena (SSS), an
outfit comprising followers of
BJPSardhanaMLASangeetSom,
Tuesday entered a Congress
leader’sofficeandpouredblack
oil on his face over an allegedly
objectionable Facebook post
about deceased BJP leader
Kalyan Singh. They also threat-
ened the leader, who is also a
lawyer, with legal action if he
continues to post comments
against“respectableleaders”on
socialmediaplatforms.
Congress leader Jitendra

Panchal, who has repeatedly
made comments about several
top BJP leaders, including Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and Yogi
Adityanath, on Tuesday wrote,
“A seasoned rioteer is finished,

though he has become a saint
afterhisdeath.”
“BJPmen have shown their

true faces by storming intomy
chamber in Sardhana tehsil on
Tuesday evening and pouring
blackoil...Theactwasaclearvi-
olation of the Freedom of
Expression guaranteed by the
Constitution...Suchactionshave
no impact onme as I will con-

tinue to raise my voice...I have
apprised the (Congress) high
command about the incident,”
he said.
Meanwhile, Sangeet Som

saidhewasnotawareof the in-
cident.“Iamnotawareof thein-
cident but if anyone comes out
with such comments against
top leaders of any party ,he or
she must do away from such
acts as these hurt the senti-
mentsof theirfollowers,”hetold
The Indian Express over the
phone.
SSSmember Sachin Khatak

said, “Though Panchal did not
nameanyoneonthispost, itwas
crystal clear that he was refer-
ring to...KalyanSingh.”
Brijesh Singh, in-charge of

Sardhana police station, said,
“NoFIRhasbeen lodged incon-
nectionwiththe issuefromany
side and hencewe are not tak-
inganyaction in this regard.”

Mumbai cops find ‘noevidenceof foul
play’, closeDishaSaliandeathprobe

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST25

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday extended its status
quoorder regarding themove to
demolish around5,000 jhuggis
for a railway line project in
Gujarat.
A bench of Justices A M

Khanwilkar and Sanjiv Khanna
extended the order until
September 1 after Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta sought
timeof twodays to take instruc-
tionsinthematter.
OnTuesday, a benchheaded

by Chief Justice of India N V
Ramanahadaskedauthoritiesto
maintain status quo until
Wednesday,after itwastoldthat
the Gujarat High Court had, on
August19,vacatedaJuly23,2014
interimorderofstatusquoandal-
lowedWesternRailways topro-
ceed with work for the Surat-

Udhna-Jalgaontrackproject.
Appearing for the petitioner,

Surat-based 'Utran se Besthan
Railway Jhopadpatti Vikas
Mandal', senior advocate Colin
Gonsalveshadtoldthebenchthat
demolitionworkwould start on
Tuesdayitselfandleadtoeviction
of slum dwellers, numbering
about10,000.
TheMandalsaidthatgiventhe

Covid-19 pandemic situation, it
would cause irreparable injury if
the slumdwellers are removed
withoutbeingrehabilitated.
OnWednesday, Additional

Solicitor General K M Nataraj
soughttwomoredaystoseekin-
structionsandtoldthebenchthat
the interimordermay continue
till then.
Thepleasaidthatthemoveto

demolishwithout providing re-
habilitationschemeis“illegal, in-
human”andviolativeofArticle21
(protectionoflifeandpersonallib-
erty)of theConstitution.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,AUGUST25

THEALIGARHMuslimUniversity
(AMU)onWednesdaysaidithad
startedaninternal inquiryaftera
fewposterssurfacedonthecam-
pusthenightbeforecondemning
vice-chancellorTariqMansoorfor
issuingacondolencemessagefol-
lowingthedemiseofformerUttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Kalyan
SinghonSaturdaynight.
Theposters—underthehead-

ing “Praying for a criminal is an
unforgivingcrime”andattributed
tothe“studentsofAligarhMuslim
University”—werefoundatafew
places on the campus, and criti-
cisedKalyanSinghashisgovern-
ment was in power when the
Babri Masjid in Ayodhya was
razeddownbykarsevaksin1992.
Thepostersread,“Thecondo-

lentwords of theVCof AMUon

thedemiseofex-chiefministerof
UttarPradeshKalyanSinghisnot
only amatter of shamebut also
hurting religious sentiments of
ourcommunitysinceitisagainst
theethos,cultureandtraditionof
AMU.KalyanSinghisnotonlythe
mainculprit in thedemolitionof
BabriMasjidbutalsoanoffender
ofdisdainwithregardinSupreme
Courtorder.”
AMUspokespersonMShafey

KidwaitoldTheIndianExpressthat
an internal investigation by the
proctor’s officewas going on to
findoutifthoseinvolvedwerestu-
dentsorothermiscreants.
Earlierintheday,Cabinetmin-

isterSidharthNathSinghsaidthe
message on the posters was
againstthecountry’sculture.
“Allthepoliticalpartiesshould

condemnthis and theuniversity
administrationshould takestrict
actionagainst all those involved.
It isunfortunate...”hesaid.

BJP MLA’s supporters pour oil on
Cong man over Kalyan Singh post

SangeetSom: ‘Notaware.’

SHUBHANGIKHAPRE&
VISHWASWAGHMODE
MUMBAI, AUGUST25

MAHARASHTRA BJP on
Wednesday demanded a CBI
probeagainstShivSenaMinister
Anil Parab for “misusing” his
power to get Union Minister
NarayanRanearrestedduringthe
JanAshirwadYatraonMonday.
BJPlegislatorandformermin-

isterAshish Shelar said, “Avideo
clip showsShiv Sena’s Transport
and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister,AnilParab,issuingorders
tothepoliceandthelocaladmin-
istrationtoactagainstRane.”
Parab, theGuardianMinister

ofRatnagiri,wasinapressconfer-
enceonTuesdaywhenbrokeoff

to speak twice on thephone.He
wasaudibleashewassittingbe-
foreopenmicrophones.
“Hello,what are you people

doing?Butyouneedtodoit.Have
youdetainedhimornot?...what
order are they asking for? The
highcourtandsessionscourthave
rejected his bail (application)...
thenusethepoliceforce,”Parabis
heardsayingonthephoneappar-
entlytoapoliceofficer.
Shelarsaidthevideowasevi-

dencethatRane’sarrestwaspre-
meditated.
Vinayak Raut, Shiv SenaMP

said:“Asaguardianminister, it is
Parab’sdutytomaintain lawand
orderinthedistrict.Inthisregard,
ifhewasgivinganyinstructionto
thesuperintendentofpolice,then
thereisnothingwronginit.”

No hike in power tariff, govt to
bear Rs 120 cr burden: Goa CM

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PANAJI, AUGUST25

SIX MONTHS before the
Assembly elections, Goa Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant
Wednesday announced that the
governmentwould not imple-
mentapowertariffhikethisyear.
“Therewill be anadditional bur-
denofRs120croreonthegovern-
menttoensurethatthereisnoin-
creaseinpowertariff.Thecabinet
has approved it,” Sawant told re-
portersWednesday.
In May 2020, the Joint

Electricity Regulatory
Commissionhad recommended
a5.31percenthike inpowertar-
iffovertheGoaElectricitydepart-
ment’sproposedhikeof3.84per
cent. This was yet to be imple-
mented.
The decision to hold off on a

hike comes after AAP national

convenorandDelhiChiefMinister
ArvindKejriwal’spollpromiseof
free electricity of up to300units
perhouseholdeverymonth.
KejriwalWednesdaycongrat-

ulated thepeople of Goa, calling
thegovernmentmovetheir“vic-
tory”. “Togetherwith thepeople
of Goa, ‘AAP’ fought. As a result,
theGoagovernmenttodaygavea
subsidy to stop an increase in
power tariff. Without a single
MLA,‘AAP’stoppedthepowertar-
iff hike. Appeal to the people of
Goa – Change the government,
we will make power free,”
KejriwalwroteinatweetinHindi.
The Goa Chief Minister also

announced that the cabinet had
approvedthetransferof14,661sq
mof land under other govern-
mentdepartments includingthe
WaterResourcesDepartment, to
thePublicWorksDepartmentfor
the construction of the Mopa
ExpressHighwayinNorthGoa.

AMU begins inquiry into
posters critical of V-C’s
condolence message

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PANAJI, AUGUST25

ONA two-day visit to Goa, for-
mer Unionminister and senior
CongressleaderPChidambaram
onWednesday heldmeetings
with party MLAs, leaders and
Congress workers to chalk out
theparty's strategyaheadof the
Assembly polls scheduled early
nextyear.
Chidambaramwas earlier

this month appointed senior
AICCelectionobservertoGoato
oversee poll strategies and
coordination.
AmongseniorCongresslead-

erswhometChidambaramatthe
InternationalCentreGoaatDona
PaulaonWednesdaywereformer
UnionministerRamakantKhalap
and formerGoa chiefministers
PratapSinghRaneandRaviNaik.
Congress workers from

CalanguteAssemblyconstituency
are learnt to have said that the
partyshouldnotallowincumbent
BJPMLAMicheal Lobo, also the
stateportsminister,toconteston
aCongress ticket. Senior leaders,
however,saidtalkofLobojoining
theCongresswasa‘rumour’.
AICCobserverPrakashRathod

saidhewasnotawareifLobohad
shown interest in joining the
party.“TheCongressisverypow-
erfulandpopular(inGoa).Thereis
alotofcompetition(forCongress
tickets).Wewillhandleit,”Rathod
said.
While Goa Forward Party

presidentVijai Sardesai had said
on July28 that theCongresshad
in-principleagreedforanalliance
withhis party, Congress leaders
hadmaintainedthatadecisionon
forgingapre-pollalliancehadnot
beentakenasyet.
OnWednesday, Rathod said,

“Thequestion of alliancewill be
decidedinDelhi,andnothere.We
are strategising, preparing our
booth-levelworkers, our block-
levelworkers.”
After his discussion with

Chidambaram, Khalap said,
“Nothing can remain static.
Changeistheonlyconstant...”He
saidthattheoutputof themeet-
ingsheldWednesdaywillfollow
soon.

New Delhi



China’s new missile silos
SatellitepictureshaverevealedwhatappearstobeanongoingChineseproject topreparevastnewfields
ofmissilesilosthatcouldpossiblybeusedtolaunchnuclearweaponsatChina’sadversaries, includingthe

UnitedStatesandIndia.WhyisChinadiggingthesesilos?

SATELLITEIMAGEShaverevealedthatChina
isbuildingat least threemissile silo fields in
Yumen in Gansu province, near Hami in
Xinjiang province, and at Hanggin Banner,
OrdosCity, in InnerMongolia.
It appears that China is constructing

around 120missile silos at Yumen, around
110 silos in Hami, and 29 in the Hanggin
Banner field. Earlier this year, 16missile si-
losweredetected in thePeople’s Liberation
Army Rocket Force’s (PLARF) Jilantai train-
ingarea, also in InnerMongolia.
TheYumenfieldwasdiscoveredbycom-

mercial satellite images obtained by re-
searchers at the James Martin Center for
Nonproliferation Studies, California; the
Hamifieldwasidentifiedbynuclearexperts
attheFederationofAmericanScientists(FAS)
using Planet Labs satellite images; the
HangginBanner fieldwasdiscoveredby re-
searchers at the China Aerospace Studies
Institute,WashingtonDC.
TheYumenandHamifieldsareidentical,

and thesilosarepositioned inaperfectgrid
pattern, roughly3kmapart. Someof the si-
los have dome shelters. The fields are sup-
portedbynearbyPLARF facilities.
Forseveraldecadesbeforethesediscover-

iesin2021,Chinaoperatedonly20missilesi-
losforitsDF-5liquid-fuelintercontinentalbal-
listicmissile (ICBM). On completion of the
ongoingwork,Chinacouldhave250-270new
missilesilos,morethan10timesthenumber
ithadmaintainedforseveraldecades.

WhyisChinabuildingmissilesilos?
Therecouldbe threeexplanations.
FIRST, some Chinese political scientists

believethiscouldbeChina’sattempttomove
towardsalaunch-on-warning(LOW)nuclear
posture. LOWrefers toa launchatanadver-
saryondetectionofanincomingmissilebe-
fore theadversary’smissilehits its target.
China’s nuclear strategy has remained

largely unchanged since 1964,when it first
exploded a nuclear device. It is based on
achievingdeterrencethroughassuredretal-
iation.Thecrucialrequirementforthisisthe
survivability of China’s nuclear arsenal fol-
lowingthefirststrike—conventionalornu-
clear—byanadversary. Inorder tomove to
theLOWposture,Chinawouldhavetomate
afewwarheadswithmissiles,andkeepthem
inalertstatusforaquickresponse.Currently,
China stores its warheads andmissiles in a
de-alertedstatusseparatelyunderdifferent
commands.
The2013ScienceofMilitaryStrategydoc-

ument of the PLA Academy of Military
SciencenotedthatChina“can”LOW,andthe
DefenceWhitePaperpublishedbyChina in
2015mentioned “rapid response”. Admiral
Charles A Richard, Commander of the US
Strategic Command (Stratcom) said in his
testimonytoSenateinApril2021that“apor-
tionof China’s forcehas alreadymoved to a
LOWposture”.
However, silos alone, at such an early

stageof construction,arenotconclusiveev-
idenceof China’smove toLOW.
SECOND, itenablesChinatoachieve its

goalof increasingitsnuclearwarheadstock-
pile.
China currently has around 350 nuclear

warheads. Hans M Kristensen and Matt
Korda of theNuclear Information Project of
thenonprofitFAShaveestimatedthat272of
these 350warheads are assigned to opera-
tional forces; the remaining 78 have been
produced for China’s newDF-41 solid-fuel
road-mobile ICBM.
China has around 150 land-basedmis-

siles that can deliver between 180-190 nu-
clearwarheads to someparts of theUnited
States. If all the new silos are loadedwith a
single-warheadmissile,thecountwouldin-
creaseto410-440. If thesilosoncompletion
areloadedwiththeDF-41s,whichcancarry
up to two-threewarheads permissile, this
countwouldrise to930-940warheads.
For this, Chinawould

havetoincreasethenum-
berofDF-41sinitsinven-
tory, andalmost triple its
nuclearwarheads— un-
likely in the immediate
future.However,thecon-
structionof thesilosdoes
indicate an increasing
trend in China’s nuclear
warheadsandDF-41mis-
silesgoing forward.
The THIRD guess is

that China could use
thesesilosasdecoys.
Chinese scholar Tong

ZhaooftheNuclearPolicy
Program at the Carnegie Endowment for
InternationalPeaceinBeijinghasarguedthat
Chinaworriesabout the improvement inUS
missile defence systems and conventional
precisionstrikeweapons,whichcouldunder-
mine China’s nuclear deterrence. He has
claimedthatattheNationalPeople'sCongress
inMarch 2021, PresidentXi Jinping directed
themilitaryto“acceleratethecreationofad-
vancedstrategicdeterrent”capabilities.
The recentlydiscovered silos couldbean

initiative to enhance deterrence by keeping
theadversaryguessing.ThiscouldbeChina’s
shell game—where one, some, or all silos
could havemissiles, forcing the aggressor to

targetallofthemduringanescalation.Theag-
gressorwouldhavetowastemorewarheads
orprecision-guidedweaponstodestroyonly
afewmissiles,orperhapstargetemptysilos.
Thiswouldbeacost-effectivestrategyfor

China,andcouldalsobolsterits imageasse-
riousnuclearpowerandanequal to theUS.

HowhastheUSreactedtothediscovery
of thesilos?
On July 28, Stratcom retweeted a report

on the silos in The New York Times, saying:
“This is the second time in twomonths the
public has discoveredwhat we have been
sayingallalongaboutthegrowingthreatthe
world faces and the veil of secrecy that sur-

rounds it.”
In his April Senate

testimony, AdmRichard
hadsaidChinaisdeploy-
ing ICBMsilos on a large
scale. It is likelyStratcom
knewaboutChina’scon-
struction of the silos be-
fore they were discov-
ered last month by
scholars using satellite
pictures.
After thediscoveryof

the Yumen field in the
first week of July, a State
Department spokesper-
son had said: “The PRC’s

nucleararsenalwill growmorequickly, and
toahigherlevelthanperhapspreviouslyan-
ticipated.Thisbuildupisconcerning.Itraises
questions about the PRC’s intent.” A
PentagonspokespersontoldTheWashington
Post at the end of June that “Defense
Department leadershavetestifiedandpub-
licly spoken about China’s growing nuclear
capabilities, whichwe expect to double or
more over the next decade.” The US
Department of Defense’s 2020 China
MilitaryPowerReportprojectedChina’snu-
clearwarheadstockpile,currentlyestimated
in the low 200s, to at least double over the
nextdecade.

AndwhathasChinasaid?
Neither the ChineseMinistry of Foreign

Affairsnor theMinistryofNationalDefence
has reacted. SomeChinesemediahave said
the silos are wind farms, and accused
American academics and journalists of
spreadinga“China threat theory”.

SoshouldIndiabeconcerned?
Seeninisolation,thesesilosappeartobe

built specifically to enhance deterrence
against theUS.
But broadly, India should be watchful

aboutChina’snuclearambiguityand its lat-
est DF-26 intermediate-range road-mobile
dual-usemissiles — of which 16 launchers
weredeployedinKorla,Xinjiang,duringthe
ongoing standoff. India could be apotential
target given the strike ranges of thesemis-
silesandthe timingof deployment.
Although both China and India have

pledged nuclear ‘no first use’ doctrines,
India’smodest ballisticmissile defence ca-
pabilitiesandChina’snuclearambiguityare
mattersof concern for India.

Whatshouldtheworlddoaboutthese
developments?
There isn’t an obvious option for the US

or anyone else. China has stated that it will
not join the NEW START (Strategic Arms
ReductionTreaty).FuCong,Director-General
of the Department of Arms Control of the
Chinese ForeignMinistry, recently said that
theUSandRussiahavealmost20timesmore
nuclearwarheads thanChina, andthat “It is
unrealistic to expect China to join the two
countries in a negotiation aimed at nuclear
armsreduction.”
Several American arms control scholars

have argued for a renewal of theUSgovern-
ment-fundedUS-Chinatrack1.5nucleardia-
logue thatwas suspended after 15 years in
2019duetogrowingfriction,“decliningvalue”,
and the failure to launch track 1 dialogue.
Some others have said that the US’s newer
missile defence capabilities disturb strategic
stabilityandcomplicatearmscontrol.
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A BOOSTER shot of the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine dramatically raises
the levels of antibodies against the
coronavirus,thecompanyreportedon
Wednesday.
Johnson&Johnsonwillsubmitthe

data to the United States Food and
DrugAdministration (USFDA),which
is evaluating similar studies from
Pfizer andModerna. If authorized by
the agency, the Biden administration
wants to provide booster shots eight
monthsaftervaccination.
The Johnson & Johnson vaccine

wasabsentfromtheUSgovernment’s
initial booster plan, announced last
week.Butwiththenewdata,thecom-
panyhopestobepartof theinitialdis-
tribution of additional shots, which
couldhappenasearlyasSeptember.
“We look forward to discussing

withpublichealthofficialsapotential
strategy for our Johnson & Johnson
Covid-19 vaccine, boosting eight
months or longer after the primary
single-dose vaccination,” DrMathai
Mammen, the global headof Janssen
Research &Development at Johnson
&Johnson, said inastatement.
In February, the FDA gave emer-

gency authorisation to Johnson &
Johnsonforitsone-shotvaccine.Aclin-
icaltrialcarriedoutlastfallandwinter
showedthatasingleshothada72per
cent efficacy in preventing sympto-
maticCovid-19amongUSparticipants.

Inthetrial,noneofthevaccinatedvol-
unteerswerehospitalisedordied.
Johnson& Johnson carried out its

clinicaltrialbeforetheDeltavariantbe-
camewidespread, leaving open the
question of how well the vaccine
workedagainst thehighlycontagious
form of the virus. But in a study re-
leased earlier this month, South
Africanresearchersfoundthatasingle
shotoftheJ&Jvaccinewasupto95per
cent effective against death from the
Delta variant, and reduced the risk of
hospitalizationby71percent.
In its new study, Johnson &

Johnson tracked 17 volunteers from
lastyear’s clinical trial.

THE NEW YORK TIMES

J&J says second dose of its
vaccine provides big boost
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VARINDERBHATIA
CHANDIGARH,AUGUST25

THE HARYANA Assembly on Tuesday
passedTheRighttoFairCompensationand
Transparency in Land Acquisition,
RehabilitationandResettlement (Haryana
Amendment),Bill,2021,whichseekstoex-
pedite development projects by simplify-
ing theprocedure foracquisitionof land.
ThenewlawhasbroughtPublic-Private

Partnership (PPP) projects to the ‘exempt’
category, for which Social Impact
Assessment(SIA)/consentof landowners,a
requirement under the Central Land
AcquisitionActof2013,isnotrequired.The
Opposition Congress has criticised the Bill
for allegedly being “anti-farmer” and pro-
moting“cronycapitalism”.
The NarendraModi government’s at-

tempttoamendtheCentrallawin2014had
failedsincetheBJPanditsalliesdidnothave
amajority in Rajya Sabha at the time. The
Centredroppedtheidea,butaskedstatesto
suitablyamendthelawintheirjurisdictions.

Exemptions from SIA

Following the passage of the amend-
mentsbytheAssembly,thegovernmentwill
notberequiredtoobtaintheconsentof lan-
downers, or carry out a Social ImpactAsse-
ssmentforarangeofprojects.Theyinclude:
Projectsvital tonational securityorde-

fence of India; rural infrastructure includ-
ing electrification; affordable housing,
housing for thepoor and for rehabilitation
ofpersonsdisplacedduetolandacquisition
or a natural calamity; industrial corridors
setupbythestategovernmentoritsunder-
takingswherein landup to 2 kmoneither
sideofthedesignatedrailwaylinesorroads
canbeacquired;infrastructureprojectsre-
latingtohealthandeducation,PPPprojects
wherein the ownership of land continues
to vestwith the state government, andur-
banMetroandrapid railprojects.
Under the Central Act, it is mandatory

for thegovernment inPPPprojects to seek
theconsentofatleast70percentofaffected
families. According to the Opposition, do-
ing awaywith that requirementwill give
arbitrarypowerstothegovernmentto im-
pose acquisition on landowners— prima-
rily farmers —whowould have no choice
but to accept the compensation and hand

overtheirlands.Evenirrigatedorcultivable
landcannowbeacquired,withorwithout
theconsentof theowner.

Powers of the Collector
AnewSection 31Apertains to the pay-

mentofalumpsuminlieuofrehabilitation
andresettlementcosts forprojects thatare
linearinnature,upto50percentofthecom-
pensationdetermined, totheaffectedfam-

ily.TheCollectorcandeterminethefaircom-
pensationandmaketheawardwithoutfur-
therenquiryifheissatisfiedthatallpersons
interestedinthelandhaveconsentedtothe
termsandconditionsof their freewill.
Critics of the Bill have argued that in

sucha situation, tenants andpoorpersons
whomay have non-proprietary rights on
thelandarelikelytoloseout.Also,theshare
of femaleheirs is oftennot recorded in ru-

ral areas.Andpersonswith rightof access,
suchas among the co-sharers of aKhewat,
andusufructuaryrightsasinamortgageor
easement rights of an owner, are not duly
recorded inofficial records.

Those living on the land
ThenewprovisionsintheBillseektodo

awaywith the condition of 48-hour prior
notice to the occupants of an acquired
building to evacuate. Occupantswould be
liable to vacate the building immediately
after the Collector announces the award.
“This isextremelydraconianandarbitrary.
The statemachinery shall be armedwith
powers to throw out the belongings of an
affected person even atmidnightwithout
anynoticeorredress,”LeaderofOpposition
andformerChiefMinisterBhupinderSingh
Hooda toldThe IndianExpress.
Theamendmentsalsodoawaywiththe

provisiontogivetheevictedpeopleplotsof
landinadditiontomonetarycompensation.

Government’s position
Deputy Chief Minister Dushyant

Chautala,whoalsoholdstherevenueportfo-
lio, has rejected the apprehensions that ac-

quiredlandswilleventuallygotocorporates.
“The Amendments have beenmade to

acquire the land for public sector projects.
The ownership of the acquired land shall
remainwith thegovernment,”hesaid.
ChiefMinisterManoharLalKhattarsaid,

“There is no reduction in the amount of
compensation. It shall continue to be the
sameasitusedtobeundertheCentralAct.
Theprovisionsareonlyaimedatissuescon-
cerningconsent—whetherthey(landown-
ers)want tosell their landornot.
“Forinstance,linearprojectssuchasrail-

ways,Metrorail,highways,havetheirown
norms, and for that, land is required. For
projectslikeaschooletc,wecanchangethe
location,butlineardevelopmentcannotbe
altered.Similarly,projectsofpublic impor-
tancehavebeen included in theBill. There
shouldbenoproblemwith thisBill.”
Chautala has also pointed out that

Haryanaisnottheonlystatetohavesought
tomaketheamendmentsintheCentralAct
— 16 other states, including Telangana,
Gujarat,TamilNadu,andMaharashtra,have
done the same.However, in certain states,
the lawhas been challenged and cases are
pending incourts.
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CHINA’SMISSILE ARSENAL
NAME CLASS RANGE
BALLISTIC
DF-41 ICBM 12,000-15,000km
DF-5 ICBM 13,000km
DF-31 ICBM 7,000-11,700km
JL-2 SLBM 8,000-9,000km
DF-4 IRBM/ICBM 4,500-5,500km
DF-26 IRBM 4,000km
DF-21 MRBM 2,150km
DF-17 HGV 1,800-2,500km
DF-16 SRBM 800-1,000km
DF-15 SRBM 600km
DF-11 SRBM 280-300km
DF-12/M20 SRBM 280km

CRUISE
HN3 Cruisemissile 3,000km
HN2 Cruisemissile 1,400-1,800km
HN1 Cruisemissile 50-650km
YJ-18 Cruisemissile 220-540km
Notes:Allmissilesarecurrentlyoperational. ICBM:
Intercontinentalballisticmissile;MRBM:Medium
rangeballisticmissile;SRBM:Short rangeballistic
missile;SLBM:Submarine launchedballisticmissile;
HGV:Hypersonicglidevehicle.
Source formapandall information:MissileDefenseProject, Center
forStrategicand InternationalStudies (CSIS)
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Haryana’s changes to land law;why they have been criticised

J&Jwill submit thedatatoUSFDA,
which isevaluatingsimilardata
fromPfizerandModerna. Reuters
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UNITEDSTATES

Housepasses
$3.5tnBiden
blueprint
Washington: Striking a
deal with moderates,
HouseDemocraticleaders
havemuscled President
Joe Biden’s multitrillion-
dollar budget blueprint
overakeyhurdle,endinga
riskystandoffandputting
theparty’sdomesticinfra-
structure agenda back on
track. The 220-212 vote
Tuesdaywas a firstmove
toward drafting Biden’s
$3.5 trillion rebuilding
plan this fall, and thenar-
row outcome, in the face
ofunanimousRepublican
opposition, signaled the
power a few voices have
toalterthedebateandthe
challenges ahead still
threatening to upend the
president’s agenda. AP

SpeakerNancyPelosi

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

GERMANY

CourtsaysEU
rulesapplyto
NordStream2
Duesseldorf: The Nord
Stream 2 gas pipeline is
not exempt from
European Union rules
thatrequiretheownersof
pipelines to be different
from the suppliers of the
gas that flows in them to
ensurefaircompetition,a
German court ruled on
Wednesday. The
Duesseldorf Higher
RegionalCourtrejecteda
challenge brought last
year by the operators of
the Gazprom-backed
project to carry gas from
RussiatoGermanyunder
the Baltic Sea. They had
argued the rules were
discriminatory.REUTERS

TANZANIA

Gunmankills4
inattacknear
Frenchembassy
Dar es Salaam: An at-
tackerwieldinganassault
rifle was shot dead after
killing three police offi-
cers and an employee of
a private security com-
panyneartheFrenchem-
bassy in Tanzania on
Wednesday, President
Samia Suluhu Hassan
said. Six peoplewere in-
jured in addition to the
fourwhowerekilled,po-
lice commissioner of op-
erations and training
Liberatus Sabas said in a
Tweet shared by the ac-
count of the Tanzanian
Police Force. Inspector-
General of Police Simon
Sirro said inan interview
aired on local television
thatpoliceweretryingto
identify theattacker.

REUTERS

Western nations race to complete
Afghan evacuation as deadline looms
Bidenspurnscalls toextenddeadline,Turkishofficials sayTalibanaskedforsupport torunairport

AGENCIES
AUGUST25

WESTERN NATIONS rushed to
complete the evacuation of
thousands of people from
Afghanistan onWednesday as
the August 31 deadline for the
withdrawal of foreign troops
drewcloserwithnosignthatthe
country's new Taliban rulers
mightallowanextension.
Inoneofthebiggestsuchair-

lifts ever, the United States and
its allies have evacuatedmore
than 70,000 people, including
their citizens, NATO personnel
andAfghansatrisk,sinceAugust
14, the day before the Taliban
swept into the capital Kabul to
bringtoanenda20-yearforeign
militarypresence.
US President Joe Biden said

US troops in Afghanistan faced
mountingdanger andaidagen-
cieswarnedofanimpendinghu-
manitariancrisisforthepopula-
tion leftbehind.
Bidenhasspurnedcallsfrom

allies toextend thedeadline, set
under an agreement struck by
the previous administration of
DonaldTrumpwiththehardline
Islamist group last year. But he
said on Tuesday the deadline
could bemet. “The sooner we
canfinish,thebetter,”Bidensaid.
British foreign minister

DominicRaabsaid thedeadline
forevacuatingpeoplewasupto
the lastminuteof themonth.
France said itwouldpushon

withevacuationsaslongaspossi-
blebutwaslikelytoendtheoper-
ationsinthecominghoursordays.
Chancellor Angela Merkel

saidGermanywould try to help
Afghanswhoworkedwithitssol-
diers and aid organisations and
wishedtoleaveAfghanistanafter
thedeadlineexpires.
Meanwhile, the Talibanhave

askedTurkeyfortechnicalhelpto
runKabulairportafterthedepar-
tureofforeignforcesbutinsistthat

Ankara'smilitary alsowithdraw
fully by theAugust 31 deadline,
twoTurkishofficialstoldReuters.
Turkey was part of a NATO

mission in Afghanistan and still
has hundreds of troops at Kabul
airport. Theofficials say theyare
readytowithdrawatshortnotice.
But President Tayyip Erdogan's
governmenthassaidformonths
that it could keep a presence at
theairport if requested.
Chinese PresidentXi Jinping

told his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin onWednesday
that Beijing stands ready to
strengthencommunicationwith
Moscow and the broader inter-
national community on the
Afghanissueandcalledforinclu-
sivegovernmentinKabulwhich
“thoroughly dissociate” itself
fromall terrorist groups.
XispoketoPutinoverphone

onWednesday and discussed
the situation in Afghanistan
post-Taliban takeover, a day af-
ter G-7 leaders virtuallymet to
discuss thecrisis.

AfghancitizensareevacuatedonboardaSpanishmilitaryplaneonTuesday.Reuters

LOLITACBALDOR
WASHINGTON,AUGUST25

TWO MEMBERS of the US
Congress flew unannounced
intoKabul airport in themiddle
of the chaotic evacuation stun-
ning State Department and US
military personnel who had to
divertresourcestoprovidesecu-
rityand information to the law-
makers,USofficials said.
Seth Moulton and Peter

Meijer flew in and out on char-
ter aircraft and were on the
ground at the Kabul airport for
several hours Tuesday. That led
officials to complain that they
couldbetakingseatsthatwould
have otherwise gone to other
Americans or Afghans fleeing
the country, but the congress-
men said in a joint statement

thattheymadesuretoleaveona
flightwithemptyseats.
Three officials familiarwith

the flight said the StateDepart-
ment, DefenseDepartment and
WhiteHouse officialswere furi-
ousabouttheincidentbecauseit
was donewithout coordination
withdiplomats ormilitary com-
mandersdirectingtheevacuation.
The US military found out

about thevisitas the legislators'
aircraft was inbound to Kabul,
according to theofficials. AP

REUTERS
AUGUST25

AFGHANISTAN'S TALIBAN have
appointedseniorveteranstothe
postsof financeministerandde-
fenceminister, twomembersof
thegroupsaid,as it switches fo-
cus from amilitary conquest to
howtorunacountry incrisis.
Themovement's unexpect-

edly swift victory has left it
strugglingtogovern,andalong-
side established Taliban names
at the top, it has turned to sev-
eral lower-level administrators
tokeepKabul running.
TheTalibanhavenotformally

announced the appointments,
which a commander saidwere
provisional, but Afghanistan's
Pajhwok news agency said on
TuesdaythatGulAghahadbeen
named as financeminister and
Sadr Ibrahim acting interior
minister.
GulAghawouldappeartobe

Gul Agha Ishakzai. The head of
the Taliban's financial commis-
sion,hehasbeendesignatedasa
target of UNsanctions.Hewas a
childhood friend of late Taliban
founder Mullah Omar, a
UN/Interpolsanctionsnoticesaid.
Sadr,theinteriorministryap-

pointee, isbelievedtobeapow-
erful and trusted figure within
theTaliban.
Former Guantanamo de-

tainee Mullah Abdul Qayyum
Zakirwasnamedactingdefence
minister, Al Jazeera news chan-
nel reported, citing a Taliban
source.
ZakirisaveteranTalibanbat-

tlefield commander and also a
closeassociateofOmar.

MAGGIEASTOR
NEWYORK,AUGUST25

WHENTHETalibanwere last in
power, Afghan women were
generally not allowed to leave
their homes except under cer-
tain narrowly defined condi-
tions. Thosewho did risked be-
ingbeaten,torturedorexecuted.
In the nine days since the

Taliban swept back into control,
theirleadershaveinsistedthatthis
timewill be different.Women,
theysay,willbeallowedtowork.
Girlswillbe freetoattendschool.
At least, within the confines of
theirinterpretationof Islam.
Butearly signshavenotbeen

promising, and thatpatterncon-
tinuedTuesdaywithastatement
froma Taliban spokesman that
womenshouldstayhome,atleast
fornow.Becausesomeofthemil-
itants have not yet been trained
nottohurtthem,heexplained.
ZabihullahMujahid called it

a“temporary”policyintendedto
protectwomenuntiltheTaliban
couldensure their safety.
“We areworried our forces

whoarenewandhavenotbeen
yet trained verywell maymis-
treatwomen,”Mujahidsaid.“We
don’twantourforces,Godforbid,
toharmorharasswomen.”
Mujahid said that women

shouldstayhome“untilwehave
anewprocedure,”andthat“their
salarieswillpaidintheirhomes.”
His statement echoed com-

mentsfromAhmadullahWaseq,
the deputy of the Taliban’s cul-
turalaffairscommittee,whotold
The New York Times this week
thattheTalibanhad“noproblem

withworkingwomen,” as long
as theyworehijabs.
But,hesaid:“Fornow,weare

asking them to stay home until
the situation gets normal. Now
it is amilitary situation.”
During the first years of

Taliban rule, from1996 to 2001,
womenwere forbiddentowork
outsidethehomeoreventoleave
the house without a male
guardian. They couldnot attend
school,andfacedpublicflogging
if theywere found to have vio-
latedmorality rules, like one re-

quiringthattheybefullycovered.
Theclaimthatrestrictionson

women’s lives are a temporary
necessity is not new to Afghan
women. TheTalibanmade sim-
ilarclaimsthelasttimetheycon-
trolledAfghanistan,saidHeather
Barr, the associate director of
women’srightsatHumanRights
Watch.
In Kabul on Wednesday,

women in parts of the citywith
minimal Taliban presencewere
going out “with normal clothes,
asitwasbeforetheTaliban,”said
aresidentnamedShabaka.Butin
central areaswithmanyTaliban
fighters, fewwomen ventured
out, and those who did wore
burqas,saidSayed,acivilservant.
Barr said that in the week

since the Taliban said the new
government would preserve
women’s rights “within the
bounds of Islamic law,” the
Afghanwomenshehasspokento
offeredthesameskepticalassess-
ment:“Thiswilllastaslongasthe
internationalcommunityandthe
internationalpressarestillthere.
And thenwe’ll seewhat they’re
really likeagain.” NYT

ShoppersataKabulmarketonAugust21.NYT

Healthworkersdisinfectaprimaryschoolbeforeschools
reopenfor theupcomingsemester inWuhan,China.Reuters

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
GENEVA,AUGUST25

THE WORLD Health
Organizationsaidthenumberof
newcoronaviruscasesreported
globallyappearstobestabilizing
atabout4.5millioninfectionsaf-
ter steadily rising for the past
twomonths.
In its weekly assessment of

the pandemic, the UN health
agency said Covid-19 increased
by about 20 per cent and 8 per
centintheWesternPacificandin
theAmericas,while ratesof dis-
easeeitherremainedthesameor
droppedinotherregions.
Thecountrieswiththehigh-

est numbers of new caseswere
the United States, Iran, India,
BritainandBrazil.
The assessment released

Tuesday says therewere about
68,000 new deaths reported
globally, with Europe and the
Americas registering increases
of about10percent.
WHO also noted several re-

cent studies that show licensed
vaccines still provide protection
against severe coronavirus dis-
ease, but that there is some evi-
dence to showtheshots are less
effective at preventing people
frombecominginfectedwiththe
morecontagiousdeltavariant.

Previousresearchconcluded
the vaccines aremost useful for
preventinghospitalizationsand
deaths,notvirus transmission.

WHO sees virus
cases leveling off

JAPAN FURTHER
EXPANDSVIRUS
EMERGENCYAREAS
Tokyo: Japan expanded its
coronavirus state of emer-
gency onWednesday for a
second week in a row,
adding eight more prefec-
turesasasurgeininfections
fueled by the delta variant
strains the country’s health
caresystem.
Now33ofJapan’s47pre-

fecturesareundersometype
of emergencymeasures.
“In order to protect the

people’s lives, thepriority is
tomaintain the health care
system,”PMYoshihideSuga
said. “In order to overcome
this crisis led by the delta
strain, Iseekfurthercooper-
ation fromeveryone.”
The government has

faced criticism for holding
this summer’s Tokyo
Olympics and Paralympics
despite strong opposition
fromthepublic. AP

Taliban urge women to stay home, say
fighters not been trained to respect them

SethMoulton,PeterMeijer

Two US lawmakers fly to
Kabul, draw flak from govt

KJMVARMA
BEIJING,AUGUST25

CHINAHAS established its first
diplomatic contact with the
Taliban in Kabul after themili-
tant group took control of
Afghanistan, a Chinese official
saidonWednesday.
“ChinaandtheAfghanTaliban

have unimpeded and effective
communication and consulta-
tion,” Chinese ForeignMinistry
spokesmanWangWenbintolda
mediabriefingwhenaskedabout
the talks between the deputy
headof theTaliban'spolitical of-
fice Abdul Salam Hanafi and
Chinese Ambassador to
AfghanistanWangYuinKabul.
“Kabulisnaturallyanimpor-

tantplatformandchannelforus
todiscusskey issues.”
China, along with Pakistan

andRussia,haskeptitsembassy
open in Kabul even after the
Taliban took control of the city
onAugust15. Lastmonth,China
hadreplaceditsspecialenvoyto
AfghanistanLiu Jianwith its for-
merAmbassadortoQatar,Jordan
andIreland,YueXiaoYong. PTI

KJMVARMA
BEIJING,AUGUST25

CHINAWILLintroducePresident
Xi Jinping's political ideology in
its national curriculum for
schools and colleges, in the lat-
est effort to consolidate the rul-
ing Communist Party's grip on
power for the future.
‘Xi Jinping Thought on

Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era’
willbeincorporatedintoChina's
textbooksforstudentsatall lev-
els, the country's Ministry of
EducationannouncedTuesday.
The guideline, issued by the

National Textbook Committee,
said textbooks reflect thewill of
the Communist Party of China
(CPC)andthenationanddirectly

impact thedirectionandquality
of talent cultivation, state-run
ChinaDailyreportedWednesday.
The ideology will be inte-

gratedintothecurriculumcover-
ingbasic, vocational andvarious
subjectsofhighereducation,Han
Zhen, amember of theNational
TextbookCommitteesaid.
As per the new curriculum,

theprimaryschoolswillfocuson

cultivatingtheloveforthecoun-
try, theCPCandsocialism.
Inmiddle schools, the focus

willbeonacombinationofper-
ceptual experience and knowl-
edge study, to help students
form basic political judgments
andopinions.
In colleges, there will be

moreemphasisontheestablish-
ment of theoretical thinking,
state-runGlobalTimesreported.
Billed as themost powerful

leader after the CPC's founder
Mao Zedong, Xi is widely ex-
pected to continue inpower for
anunprecedentedthirdtermbe-
ginning latenextyear.
Xi, 68, who heads the CPC,

themilitaryandPresidencywill
be completing his second five-
year term as head of the party
nextyear. PTI

ChinaPresidentXi Jinping

Xi’s political ideology to become
part of curriculum in China

Woman who gave info on
PPE scam killed in S Africa
FAKIRHASSEN
JOHANNESBURG,AUGUST25

A 53-YEAR-OLD Indian-origin
womaninSouthAfricahasbeen
killed allegedly for providing
critical information about a
multi-million-dollar PPE fraud
during the Covid lockdown in
thecountrylastyear,prompting
authoritiestolaunchahigh-level
investigation into the incident.
BabitaDeokaran,whowasa

senior official at the Gauteng
provincial Department of
Health,wasshotmultiple times
throughhercardooronTuesday.
Shewas rushed to hospital but
succumbedtoher injuries.
Ahigh-levelinvestigationhas

beenlaunchedintothekillingof
Deokaran, who had provided

critical information regarding a
more than 330 million rand
(over$20million) fraudintothe
supply of PPE during the lock-
downinSouthAfrica lastyear.
Serious Crime Investigation

Unit (SIU) spokesperson Kaizer
KganyagosaidDeokaranwasone
of thewitnesses in the investiga-
tionbytheunitintocorruptionin
the health department, which
wasalreadynearinganend.
Gauteng Premier David

Makhura said that a dedicated
provincial police task teamhas
been established to hunt down
theperpetrators.
The SIU in the office of the

Director of Public Prosecutions
isalsoprobingclaimsbysources
thatDeokaran'smurderislinked
totheinformationsheprovided
onthe fraudallegations. PTI

REUTERS
HANOI, AUGUST25

USVICEPresidentKamalaHarris
onWednesday again charged
ChinawithbullyingitsSoutheast
Asian neighbours, the second
time in two days she has at-
tackedBeijingduring a regional
visit,asWashingtontriestorally
regional partners to take on
China’s growing economic and
military influence.
TheChineseforeignministry

shotbackonWednesdayandac-
cused theUS ofmeddling in re-
gional affairs and disrupting
peace.Earlierintheday,Chinese
state media accused Harris of
seeking to drive a wedge be-
tweenChinaandSoutheastAsian
nations with comments in
SingaporethatBeijingusedcoer-
cionandintimidationtoback its

unlawfulSouthChinaSeaclaims.
Speaking in Hanoi on

Wednesday, Harris said there
wasaneedtomountpressureon
China over its maritime claims
andoffered to supportVietnam
in several key areas, including
enhancementofmaritimesecu-
rity to take on Beijing's increas-
ing assertiveness in the South
ChinaSea.
“We need to find ways to

pressure,raisethepressure…on
Beijing to abide by the United
Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea, and to challenge, its
bullyingandexcessivemaritime
claims,” said Harris during a
meeting with Vietnamese
PresidentNguyenXuanPhuc.
“While pointing a finger at

China and accusing it of ‘coer-
cion’ and ‘intimidation’, Harris
wilfully ignored her own
hypocrisy in attempting to co-
erce and intimidate regional
countries to joinWashington in
itsschemetocontainChina,”the
state run China Daily said in an
editorial responding to Harris's
comments inSingapore.
“It seems that the United

States' only commitment to
SoutheastAsiaisitsdedicatedef-
forts to drive awedge between
theSoutheastAsiannationsand
China,” it added.

USVicePresident
KamalaHarris

US, China trade bullying claims

China, Taliban
hold 1st dialogue
in Kabul

Taliban appoint
senior veterans
to crucial
ministerial posts

Nepal poll panel grants
recognition to two
new political parties
YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU,AUGUST25

THE NEPAL Election
CommissiononWednesdayfor-
mallyrecognisedtwonewpolit-
ical parties - the CPN (Unified
Socialist), ledbyMadhavKumar
Nepal, and the Loktantrik
SamajbadiParty,ledbyMahanta
Thakur.
Themove comes days after

President Bidya Devi Bhandari
issued an ordinance to amend
thePoliticalPartiesAct,aimedat
easing the procedure for politi-
calparties tosplit.
Before the amendment, the

Act required dissidents to have
thesupportofatleast40percent
of members in the parliamen-
tary party and the central com-
mittee foraparty tosplit.
The new ordinance has a

provision to register a new
party if the splinter faction se-
cures the signature of 20 per
cent of either central commit-
teemembers or Parliamentary
Partymembers.
TheCPN(UnifiedSocialist) is

breakaway factionof theKPOli
led CPN (UML), and brings an

end to a long-standing feud be-
tween Oli andMadhav Nepal.
The Election Commission, after
a physical verification of both
parties, ruled that a groupof 30
MPsand55membersoutof203
membersof theCPN(UML)cen-
tral committee led byMadhav
Nepal , qualifiedasanewparty.
Similarly, the poll panel also

ruledthattheTerai-basedJanata
Sanajbadi Party, ledbyUpendra
Yadav and Baburam Bhattarai,
couldsplit,with14outof35MPs
walking away to form the
LoktantrikSamajbadiParty.
Thetwofactionshadbeenat

loggerhead for the past two
months,with theThakurgroup
deciding toalignwithOliwhen
hestakedclaimtoformthegov-
ernment on May 22 and its
sevenmembers briefly joining
thecabinet,onlyfortheirtenure
to be cut short after the
SupremeCourtdismisseditsva-
lidityandissuedamandamusto
appoint Deuba as the Prime
Minister.
The formation of the new

partieswillhelpDeubathemost
- theMadhavNepal faction has
alreadymadedecisiontojointhe
coalitiongovernment.

‘GOT DISTANCED FROM MY CULTURE, RELIGION’
IMRANSLAMSENGLISH-MEDIUMEDUCATION
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan on Wednesday castigated the English-medium educa-
tional system in the country, saying it was inherited from the British who built such schools
to create an “elite class” in the Indian subcontinent to serve them. “I got distanced from my
culture and my religion through this English-medium educational system,” he lamented.14
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APPOINTMENT OF STATE INFORMATION
COMMISSIONERS IN STATE

INFORMATION COMMISSION, HARYANA
Haryana Government intends to induct two State Information

Commissioners in State Information Commission in accordance with the
provision made under section 15 of Right to Information Act, 2005.
Persons fulfilling criteria for appointment as State Information
Commissioner and interested for appointment in Commission may kindly
ensure that their particulars, as per prescribed proforma available on web-
site (http://csharyanagor.in), should reach in the office of Deputy
Secretary to Government Haryana, Administrative Reforms Department,
Room No. 43, 7th Floor, Haryana Civil Secretariat, Sector-1, Chandigarh,
latest by 15.09.2021 (5.00 PM). Detailed instructions are also available on
the above mentioned website.

Chief Secretary to Government, Haryana4404/Hry

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL DELHI (DRT -3)

In the matter of OA/461/2020
Cent Bank Home Finance Ltd.
Applicant

Naresh Kumar Aggarwal & Others
Defendants

Versus

By Order of this Tribunal,
Sd./- & Seal For Registrar

WHEREAS this Hon'ble Tribunal is pleased to issue summons/ notice on the said
Application under section 19(4) of theAct, (OA) filed against you for recovery of debts of Rs.
75,38,218.70/- (Application alongwith copies of documents etc. annexed).
You are also directed to file the written statement with a copy thereof furnished to the
applicant and to appear before Presiding Officer on 28.09.2021 at 10:30A.M. failing which
the application shall be heard and decided in your absence.
Due to ongoing Pandemic Situation, all the matters will be taken up through Video
Conferencing and for that purpose:-(a) All the Advocates/Litigants shall download the
"Cisco Webex" application/ software. (b) Meeting ID and Password for the next date of
hearing qua cases to be taken by registrar/Recovery Officer-I/ and II shall be available one day
prior to the next date at DRTOffical Portal i.e. "drt.gov.in" under the Public Notice Head.(c) In
any exigency qua that, the Advocates/Litigants can contact the concerned official at Ph. No.
011-23748469
Given undermyhand and seal of thisTribunal on this the 18.08.2021.

To (1)NareshKumarAggarwal andOthers, D/W/S/O-Sh. LaxmiChandAggarwal
R/o:C-51A,MainGali, Block-C,West Jyoti Nagar, Shahdara,NorthEast, Delhi- 110094.
( 2 ) NidhiAggarwalW/oSh.NareshKumarAggarwal
R/o:C-51A,MainGali, Block-C,West Jyoti Nagar, Shahdara,Delhi- 110094.
( 3 )M/sNidhi Foods,A-21,DSIIDCComplex, Jhilmil IndustrialArea,Delhi
Also At:- Through its Partner- Naresh Kumar Aggarwal S/o Sh. Laxmi Chand Aggarwal,
R/o: C-51A,MainGali, Block-C,West Jyoti Nagar, Shahdara,Delhi- 110094.
Also At:- Pradeed Kumar Jain, S/o Lt. Sh. N.C. Jain, R/o: D-88, West Jyoti Nagar,
Shahdara,Delhi.

Summons under sub-section (4) of section 19 of theAct, readwith sub-rule (2A) of rule 5 of
theDebtRecoveryTribunal (Procedure)Rules, 1993.

dªf»ff À½ffÀ±¹f E½fa ´fdSX½ffSX IY»¹ff¯f Àfad°fd°f, ¨fSXJe QfQSXe
IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f dÀfd½f»f ÀfªfÊ³f, ¨fSXJe QfQSXe
ÀMXfRY ³fÀfÊ ·f°feÊ Àfc¨f³ff

Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W` dI I f¹ffÊ»f¹f dÀfd½f»f ÀfªfÊ³f, ¨fSJe QfQSe õfSf A³fb¶fa²f Af²ffS ´fS
³fZVf³f»f WZ»±f d¸fVf³f IZ °fW°f ÀMfR ³fÀfÊ IZ d½fd·f³³f ´fQûÔ WZ°fb dQ³ffaI 01.08.2021 I û d»fdJ°f
´fSeÃff SJe ¦fBÊ ±feÜ d»fdJ°f ´fSeÃff I f ´fdS¯ff¸f §fûd¿f°f I S dQ¹ff W` ªfû dI
www.nrhmharyana.gov.in ´fS W`Ü

d»fdJ°f ´fSeÃff ¸fZÔ ´ffÀf WbE Àf·fe A·¹ffd±fÊ¹fûÔ IZ Of¢¹fc¸fZÔMÐÐÀf I e ªffa¨f ´fOÞ°ff»f I e ªffE¦fe
¹fdQ I`Ô dOOZMÐÐÀf dI Àfe ·fe °fSW ÀfZ ÀMfR ³fÀfÊ IZ ´fQ WZ°fb ¹fû¦¹f°ff ´fcSe ³fWeÔ I S°ff/I S°fe Wû¦ff/Wû¦fe
°fû CÀfI e C¸¸feQ½ffSe Sï I S Qe ªffE¦feÜ Of¢¹fc¸fZÔMÐÐÀf ½fZdSdR IZ Vf³f IZ d»fE I`Ô dOOZMÐÐÀf A´f³fZ Àf·fe
¸fc»f QÀ°ff½fZªf, dSWf¹fVfe ´fi¸ff¯f ´fÂf, ªffd°f ´fi¸ff¯f ´fÂf B°¹ffdQ Àf·fe Of¢¹fc¸fZÔMÐÐÀf ªffa¨f I ¸fZMe IZ
Àf¸fÃf ´fiÀ°fb°f I SmÔÜ

WXÀ°ff./-
dÀfd½f»f ÀfªfÊ³f
¨fSXJe QfQSXe4401/HRY

´fQ OXf¢¹fc¸fZÔMÐÐXÀf ½fZdSXdRYIZYVf³f E½fa IaY´¹fcMXSX dÀIY»f MZXÀMX À±ff³f

ÀMfR 01.09.2021 (9.00 AM) ªf³f°ff I f»fZªf,
³fÀfÊ (A·¹ff±feÊ A´f³ff EOd¸fM I fOÊ E½fa EI R ûMû ´fW¨ff³f I fOÊ ¨fSJe QfQSe

A½fV¹f Àff±f SJZ)

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER : ASSAM BHAWAN

NO. 1, S.P. MARG, CHANAKYAPURI : NEW DELHI - 110021
Phone : 011-26877111 / 26116444 Fax : 011-26117059

Email ID : rcofficeassambhawan@gmail.com

No. RC/E(Veh-Auc)91/Pt/2010/408/2052

NOTICE
SEALED QUOTATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE AUCTION OF THE GOVERNMENT
VEHICLES NOTED BELOW ON “AS IS WHERE IS” BASIS CONDITION(.)

1. SEALED QUOTATIONS / BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED IN THE OFFICE OF THE RESIDENT
COMMISSIONER, ASSAM BHAWAN UPTO 2 PM ON 04.09.2021(.) THE BIDDERS SHALL
INDICATE THE PURCHASE OFFER (QUOTED BOTH IN FIGURES AND WORDS)
ALONG WITH EARNEST MONEY DEPOSIT OF RS. 5000.00 FOR EACH VEHICLE IN
THE FORM OF DEMAND DRAFT PAYABLE IN FAVOUR OF RESIDENT
COMMISSIONER, ASSAM BHAWAN, NEW DELHI(.)

2. THE SEALED QUOTATIONS / BID OFFERS WILL BE OPENED IN PRESENCE OF THE
BIDDERS WHO DESIRE TO BE PRESENT OR OTHERWISE SHALL BE OPENED IN
PRESENCE OF THE BHAWAN AUTHORITIES AT 3.00 PM ON 04.09.2021 (.)

3. BIDS / OFFERS LESS THAN THE RESERVED PRICE FINALIZED BY THE COMPETENT
AUTHORITIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED(.)

4. EARNEST MONEY / SECURITY DEPOSIT OF THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDERS SHALL BE
ADJUSTED AGAINST ACCEPTED BID AMOUNT(.)

5. EARNEST MONEY OF THE UNSUCCESSFUL BIDDERS WILL BE REFUNDED ON THE
SPOT(.)

6. THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER WILL BE REQUIRED TO PAY THE BALANCE AMOUNT
WITHIN 3 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF ISSUE OF THE OFFER OF SALE FAILING WHICH
THE EARNEST MONEY / SECURITY DEPOSIT MADE SHALL BE FORFEITED AND THE
OFFER OF SALE WILL BE MADE TO SECOND HIGHEST BIDDER, WHO MAY HAVE
QUOTED ABOVE THE RESERVED PRICE(.)

7. AFTER PAYMENT OF ENTIRE BID AMOUNT BY THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER,
NECESSARY FORMS (FORM 28 & 29 OR AS PRESCRIBED BY TRANSPORT
AUTHORITIES) WILL BE SIGNED AND DELIVERED TO THE CONCERNED RTO
ALONGWITH OWNERSHIP RECORDS, FOR EFFECTING THE CHANGE OF
OWNERSHIP(.) THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER SHALL HAVE TO PURSUE THE MATTER
ON HIS OWN FOR GETTING THE CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP(.)

8. RELEASE ORDER OF THE VEHICLE TO THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER WILL BE ISSUED
ONLY AFTER PRODUCTION OF CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP(.) THE SUCCESSFUL
BIDDER SHALL MOVE THE VEHICLE AWAY FROM THE PREMISES OF ASSAM
BHAWAN WITHIN 3 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF ISSUE OF THE RELEASE ORDER,
FAILING WHICH THE UNDERSIGNED WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SAFE
CUSTODY OF THE SAME AND THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER SHALL BE REQUIRED TO
PAY RS. 500/- PER DAY AS GARAGE CHARGES ABOVE THE PRESCRIBED TIME LIMIT
OF 3 DAYS(.)

9. THE UNDERSIGNED RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT / REJECT ANY OR ALL THE
BIDS / QUOTES WITHOUT ASSIGNING ANY REASON(.)

10. BIDDERS DESIRING TO INSPECT THE VEHICLE MAY CONTACT THE MANAGER
(PROTOCOL & TRANSPORT) ON ALL WORKING DAYS DURING OFFICE WORK
HOURS AT ASSAM BHAWAN(.)

Sd/- K. C. Samrla, IAS
Principal Resident Commissioner

Government of Assam
Assam Bhawan, New DelhiJanasanyog No. 4880/21

Sl.
No.

Vehicle Registration
Number

Make Model Minimum auction
reserved price

fixed

Place

1 DL-2CQ-3965 Ambassador 2008 43,000.00 Assam Bhawan, No.
1, Sardar Patel Marg,
Chanakyapuri, New

Delhi - 110021

2 DL-2CQ-3966 Ambassador 2008 43,000.00

3 DL-2CQ-3967 Ambassador 2008 42,000.00

4 AS-01AJ-9877 TATA Winger 2009 65,500.00

Gist of e-tender

NIT No: MHCHD/TS /2021-22/102/e-tendering
Dated 24.08.2021

For and on behalf of the Governor of Jammu and Kashmir state, e-tenders, valid for 180 days, are
invited from the Registered , reputed & experienced firms as detailed in the NIT for below mentioned
works:

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL HOSPITAL AND CENTRAL

HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR

--------Telefax:- 0194-2496089, Email ID:- xenmhchdk@yahoo.in--------

1. Downloading of Bids:- The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of
quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen from the departmen-
tal website www.jktenders.gov.in from 24.08.2021 (18.00 hrs) and can be downloaded from 25.08.2021
(18.00 hrs).

2. Uploading: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site from 27.08.2021
(10.00 hrs) to 07.09.2021 (15:00hrs) in two (02) covers.

3. Opening of Bids:- The bids received upto due date and time shall be opened on 08.09.2021 (14.00 hrs ) or
any date convenient to the department in the office of Executive Engineer, Srinagar.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
MHCHD, Srinagar.

Name of Work Est. Cost Cost of Time Technical AAA
(Rs. in Lacs) T/Doc. Completion Sanction No. accorded

(In rupees) (in Days) vide

1 2 3 5 6 7

39.20 1000 02 Months

51.40 2000 02 Months

SITC of VRV/VRF system along with allied
MGPS Works for New Intensive Care unit(ICU)
facilities in the present triage of SMHS
Hospital, Srinagar.

SITC of VRV/VRF based HVAC Facility System
to Modular Operation Theatres at proposed
Regional Institute of ophthalmology at Gupkar
Road, Srinagar

No: MHCHD/TS /3823-28
Dated:24.08.2021
DIPK-7234

28 MCS of
2021 Dt:-

12.08.2021

vide :-
5169-72

Dt:25.08.2020

77 of 08/21

SEMK/TS-
14/03 Dt:-

29.04.2021

Advt. No. 32/3-IDSP-2021/3181 Date of Advertisement 26.08.2021

NOTIFICATION FOR THE RECRUITMENT OF THREE POSTS
UNDER IDSP DIVISION O/O DGHS. HARYANA

Applications are invited for the recruitment of three posts (i.e. State Epidemiologist, State
Microbiologist and Veterinary Consultant) for IDSP Division O/o Director General Health
Services, Haryana Panchkula with following qualification and remunemtion:-

The post is purely on temporary basis upto March 2022, extendable subject to approval from
Gol. for details, please visit the website www.nrhmharyana.gov.in and
www.haryanahealth.nic.in. The eligible candidates may download the application Form from
the abote said websites and submit the duly filed form in IDSP Division, Is Floor, Room No.
38, Director General Health Services, Haryana, Sector-6 Panchkula.

The last date for the submission of application is upto 5.00 PM of 10.09.2021
Sd/-

Deputy Director (IDSP)
O/o Director General Health Services, Haryana4403/HRY

Name of post

State
Epidemiologist

State
Microbiologist

Veterinary
Consultant

No of
vacant
post &

Category.

01 (UR)

01 (UR)

01 (UR)

Remuneration/En
try Level Pay as

per Service
Bye-Laws 2018

80,000/- (No
Benefit as per pro-
vision of Service
Bye Laws shall be
applicable to Sate
Epidemiologist)

PB 9300-34800
GP-4000

(Entry Level
Pay
16090)

PB-9300-34800
GP4800

(Entry level
pay 18750)

Academic Qualifications and required experience

(i) Medical Graduate (MBBS) with Post
Graduate Degree/ Diploma in Preventive & Social
Medical/ Public Health in Epidemiology.

(ii) Those who have experience in Epidemiology/Public
Health will be given preference.

(i) Medical Graduate with Post Graduate Degree/
Diploma (preferably in microbiology,virology, pathol-
ogy and other lab sciences)

or

(ii) Medical Graduate with 2 Year Experience in
Laboratory Sciences

or

(iii) M.Sc in Medical Microbiology with one year experi-
ence in clinical laboratory services.

(iv) Hindi /Sanskrit up to Matric.

(i) Post Graduate Veterinary Degree in Veterinary Public
Health or Veterinary Epidemiology or Veterinary
Medicine or Veterinary Microbiology or Veterinary
Pathology.

(ii) Three year experience in Veterinary Public Health or
Veterinary Epidemiology and Animal Health.

(iii) Registration in Veterinary Council of India or State
Veterinary Council under Indian Veterinary Council
Act 1984.

(iv) Hindi /Sanskrit up to Matric.

OR

(i) Bachelor's Degree in Veterinary Science and Animal
Husbandry as listed in the First and Second
Schedule of the Indian Veterinary Council Act 1984.

(ii) Five year experience in Veterinary Public Health or
Veterinary Epidemiology or Animal Health.

(iii) Registration in Veterinary Council in India or State
Veterinary Council under Indian Veterinary Council
Act 1984. Hindi /Sanskrit up to Matric.

Age
Limit

18- 42
years

18- 42
years

18- 42
years)

S.
No.

1

2

3
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GOLD
`46,650

RUPEE
`74.24

OIL
$69.25

SILVER
`62,800

Note:Gold,silverratesatDelhispotmarket;goldper10g,silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asonAugust24,2021

Internationalmarketdata till1900IST

BRIEFLY
ScindiaonATF
New Delhi: Civil Aviation
MinisterJyotiradityaScindia
has urged 22 states and
Union territories to cutVAT
onATFandbringitto1-4per
centacrossairports. PTI

Startupsupport
New Delhi: IT Minister
AshwiniVaishnawlaunched
aprogrammeaimedatpro-
viding investment of up to
Rs40lakhtostartups.

HSBCIndiaCEO
Mumbai: The RBI has ap-
proved appointment of
Hitendra Dave as CEO of
HSBCIndiaforthreeyears.

LICAnandaapp
NewDelhi: LIChaslaunched
Anandaapp,toprovidenew
dimensiontoAtmaNirbhar
AgentsNewBusinessDigital
Application. ENS

A/cdefreeze
NewDelhi:Sebihasordered
defreezingofbankaccounts,
share andMF holdings of
Rana Kapoor, former MD
andCEOofYesBank.

UjjivanSFBOSD
NewDelhi:UjjivanSmallFin-
anceBanknamedCarolFur-
tado‘officeronspecialduty’
till September 30. Shewill
takechargeasinterimCEO.

DGCArules
NewDelhi:Aviationperson-
nel will be tested for psy-
choactivesubstances,asper
DGCAdraftrules. PTI

OFFICE OF ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER
PHED, JAIPUR REGION-I, JAIPUR

Jyoti Nagar, Sahakar Marg, Jaipur-302005
Phone: 0141-2740170 (o) e-mail: ace1.jpr.phed@rajasthan.gov.in

No.: F.43/ACE/PHED/Ar. Sikar/SubDn.Dantaramgar/NIT-88/JJM/2021-22/7223-43 Date: 17/08/2021

(e-NIT No. 88/2021-22)
On behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan NIT No. 88/2021-22 online tender is hereby invited from
eligible bidders for “Augmentation/Conversion of various RWSS to Provide FHTCs including one
year Defect Liability period of SVS/MVS under JJM in the jurisdiction of PHED Sub Division
Dantaramgarh, District- Sikar on SPR basis costing Rs. 4.51 Crore” as per criteria mentioned in the
detailed NIT/tender document available on websites: https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in &
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in. Tenders are to be submitted online in electronic format on website
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in as per prescribed schedule.

Sd/- (Arun Srivastava)
Addl. Chief Engineer

DIPR/C/830/2021 PHED, Jaipur Region-I, Jaipur

SAVE WATER - SAVE LIFE

NIB No. PHE2122A2813 UBN No. PHE2122WSOBA6267

Office of the Superintending Engineer Water
Resources Construction Circle, Dungarpur

No. SE/Acc./2021/823 Date:- 13.08.2021
E-NIT No. 01/2021-22

Bids for the works mentioned below are invited from interested bidders
upto dated 06.09.2021 till 6.00 PM.

Other particulars of bid may be visited on the Procurement portal
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in,
www.dipr.rajasthan.gov.in & www.water.rajasthan.gov.in/wrd

S. No. Name of Work
1 2
1 CONSTRUCTION OF MANDAWIYA ANICUT, VILLAGE MANDWIYA,

PANCHAYAT SAMITI BICHIWARA DISTRICT DUNGARPUR
(UBN No:- UBN:- WRD2122 WLOB00713

2 CONSTRUCTION OF KALUSEDA ANICUT, VILLAGE MAHUDI,
PANCHAYAT SAMITI HONTHRI DISTRICT DUNGARPUR
(UBN No:- UBN:- WRD2122 WSOB00714

3 CONSTRUCTION OF KAWALIYADARA ANICUT VILLAGE
KAWALIYADARA PANCHAYAT SAMITI BICCHIWARA DISTRICT
DUNGARPUR (UBN No:- UBN:- WRD2122 WSOB00715

4 CONSTRUCTION OF AMLIGHOLA ANICUT, VILLAGE PITHAPUR,
PANCHAYAT SAMITI BICHIWARA DISTRICT DUNGARPUR
(UBN No:- UBN:- WRD2122 WLOB00716

Sd/- (Sabir Hussain)
Suprintending Engineer

Water Resources Const. Circle
DungarpurDIPR/C/8266/2021

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,AUGUST25

ATAtimewhentechnologycom-
panies are globally caught be-
tweenlawenforcementandgov-
ernmentrequeststoclampdown
onallegedcriminalactivities,and
ensuringtheprivacyandsecurity
oftheirusers,internetgiantGoogle
believesthefinebalancebetween
the twocomes fromgivingusers
thecontroloftheirdataandbeing
transparent about responses to
governmentrequests.
“Itdoesget to thewaywebe-

lievewe should be building our
products—buildingsecurity into
ourproducts,makingthemprivate
by default but also giving users

control.Somuchoftheworkthat
we are doing is how tomake it
simplerforuserswhoareaccess-
ingtechnologytounderstandthat
therearerisksinherentinaGmail
messagetheyarereadingbyput-
ting inplace clearwarnings and
protections.Andwhilewearefo-
cussedonsafetyandsecurity,we
are also focussedonprivacy and
protecting user’s data,” Kristie
Canegallo,Google’sVicePreside-

nt—TrustandSafety,toldreporters.
Asignificantdevelopmentthat

hasblurredthelinesbetweenuser
privacy and addressing broader
lawenforcement concernshap-
pened earlier thismonthwhen
iPhonemakerAppledecideditwill
scanphotographson thedevices
ofitsuserstocheckforcontentthat
couldbeclassifiedasChildSexual
AbuseMaterial. Thismove put
spotlight once again ongovern-
ments and lawenforcement au-
thorities seekingabackdoor into
encryptedservices,andwascriti-
cisedbydigitalprivacyadvocates.
“Weare,ofcourse,transparent

about the sorts of requests we
mightgetfromgovernments.We
havepolicies andprocesses that
wewouldbeusing to respond to

governmentrequestsandwehave
atransparencyreportwithrespect
toanygovernmentrequestwere-
ceive,”CanegellosaidWednesday.
Googlelaunchedaseriesofini-

tiatives aimedat steppingup the
safetyof internetusers. Fromthe
perspective of safety of internet
users, Canegallo said India pre-
sentedauniquechallengeinterms
of thescaleof individualscoming
online for the first time.
Specifically,shesaid,oneofthear-
easGooglewasfocussingitsefforts
waspreventionoffinancialfraud.
Shesaid, “Thechallenges that

Indiaposes is justbythevirtueof
the scaleof users comingonline,
I’dsaythisissomewhatunique.”

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Mumbai:TheReserveBankof India (RBI)
hasdecidedtoextendthescopeoftokeni-
sationtoincludeconsumerdevices–lap-
tops, desktops,wearables (wristwatches
andbands)andIoTdevices.
Thefacilitywasavailableonly formo-

bilephonesandtabletsof interestedcard
holders. “On a reviewof the framework
andkeepinginviewstakeholderfeedback,
ithasbeendecidedtoextendthescopeof
tokenisationtoincludeconsumerdevices
– laptops, desktops, wearables (wrist
watchesandbands)andInternetofThings
(IoT)devices.Allotherprovisionsofthecir-

cularwill continue tobe applicable,” the
ReserveBanksaid.
Tokenisation refers to replacementof

actual carddetailswithanalternatecode
called the “token”,whichwill be unique
foracombinationofcard,tokenrequestor
(theentitywhichacceptsrequestfromthe
customer for tokenisation of a card and
passes itontothecardnetworktoissuea
corresponding token) and device. A to-
kenised card transaction is considered
safer as the actual card details are not
sharedwiththemerchantduringtransac-
tionprocessing. ENS

RBI extends scope of tokenisation

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST25

THE GOVERNMENT will
launchthee-SHRAMportal,a
databaseof unorganised sec-
tor’s workers on
August 26. On
Tuesday, Union
Minister for
Labour and
Employment
BhupenderYadav
launchedthelogo
of the e-SHRAM
portal.

Whatistheportal?
The government aims to

register38croreunorganised
workers,suchasconstruction
labourers,migrantworkforce,
street vendors, anddomestic
workers, among others. The
workerswill be issued an e-
SHRAMcardcontaininga12-
digit unique number,which
goingaheadwillhelpininclu-
sionoftheseworkersinsocial
securityschemes,officialssaid.
The government had earlier
misseddeadlines forcreating
thedatabase,invitingcriticism

fromtheSupremeCourt.

Howwillregistrationfor
workershappen?
The registration ofwork-

ersontheportalwillbecoor-
dinated by the Labour

Ministry, state
governments,
tradeunions and
CSCs, officials
said. Awareness
campaignswould
beplannedacross
thecountrytoen-
able nationwide

registrationofworkers.
Following the launch of

the portal,workers from the
unorganisedsectorcanbegin
their registration from the
sameday. Anational toll free
number 14434will also be
launchedtoassistandaddress
the queries of the workers
seeking registration on the
portal. Aworker can register
on the portal using his/her
Aadhaar card number and
bank account details, apart
from filling other necessary
detailslikedateofbirth,home
town,mobilenumber,andso-
cialcategory.

SECTORWATCH
UNORGANISEDLABOUR

How govt plans to
register workers on
e-SHRAM portal ENSECONOMICBUREAU

MUMBAI,AUGUST25

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
SitharamanonWednesdaysaidit
was too early to conclude that
therewas a lack of demand for
bank credit. She also announced
a credit outreachprogramme to
pushbankloangrowth.Year-on-
yearnon-foodbankcreditgrowth
was6.2percentasonJuly30th.
TheFinanceMinistersaidthat

over Rs 4.94 lakh crorewas dis-
bursedbybanksbetweenOctober
2019 andMarch 2021 through
outreach initiatives undertaken
bythem.Thisyear,too,sometime
inOctober, therewill be a credit
outreach in every district of the
country, she added. Sitharaman
was speaking at a press confer-
enceinMumbaionWednesday.
Sitharaman, who had met

bankheadsearlierintheday,said
bankershadexpressedconcerns
on CASA (current account and
savings account) deposits piling
upineasternareas.Shesaidthere
was a need to ramp up credit
growth in states like Jharkhand,
WestBengal,andOdisha.
She said shehas askedbanks

toreachouttoexportersatdistrict
leveltohelppushPrimeMinister
NarendraModi’s ‘One District,
One Export’ message. Lenders
havealsobeentoldtolookintode-

mandsof thefintechsector.
At the same conference,

Revenue Secretary Tarun Bajaj
saidthegovernment isconsider-
ingallowingIndiancompaniesto
directlylistabroad.Therearecer-
tainissuestobesortedout,hesaid,
without going into details. The
governmentmay introduce leg-
islative amendments in the
BudgetsessionofParliamenttofa-
cilitatedirectlisting,headded.
“We are in discussionswith

theplayerswhoareaskingforthis.
Maybe in theBudget sessionwe
will seewhatwe can do,” Bajaj
said,addingtherewasnomanda-
toryrequirementoflistingofsuch
securities at the International
FinancialServicesCentre(IFSC)at
thispointof time.
Sitharaman also reiterated

thatbanksandinsurancesectors
have been classified as strategic

sectors by the government. This
meansalthoughthegovernment
will pursue disinvestment and
privatisation, itwon’t exit these
sectors fully. “Banks, financial in-
stitutionsandinsuranceareiden-
tified as strategic sectorswhich
means the government’smini-
mum presence will be there.
Minimumpresenceissomething
thathastobethereasperpolicy.I
willobviouslybepresentinLIC,in
the general insurance industry
and somewhat in the re-insur-
ancesectoralso,”saidSitharaman.
Shealsosaidthat thegovern-

mentwasnotaversetotheideaof
bringinginsurancebondsinplace
of bank guarantees. Further, the
FinanceMinister confirmed that
theIndianBanks’Associationhas
approached theReserveBankof
India for a licence for National
Asset Reconstruction Company

Ltd,orNARCL,thebadbank.
Onrisinginflation,Bajajsaidit

wouldcomedownoncethecrop
harvesthits themarket andcon-
sumer inflation would come
downto4-6percent.“TheRBIhas
comeoutwithaguidanceon in-
flationandsaidthattheinflation,
whichisalittleontheup,willcool
down in some timeandwealso
feel once the cropcomesout the
inflationshouldcomedown.The
major inflationthat isbeingseen
is in components such as edible
oils and pulses andwehave re-
duced the duties on these and
have ensured that extra pulses
and edible oils are coming from
outside the country so that the
supplysidehasbeenimproved.”

FINANCEMINISTERMEETSBANKCHIEFS

FinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharamanatapressconference
followingtheannual reviewmeetingofpublic sectorbanks
inMumbai,onWednesday. PradipDas

GOOGLEVICEPRESIDENT—TRUSTANDSAFETY,KRISTIECANEGALLO

Privacy vs law enforcement concerns: ‘Have
processes to respond to government requests’

Canegallosaidthe
challengesthatIndia
posesduetoscaleof
userscomingonlineis
somewhatunique 14%

Global
Indian
respondents
whodesired
relocation innext
12months

‘61% of mid income homebuyers
feel prices to rise in next one year’
Over 60% ofmiddle-income homebuyers in the country
expect prices of their primary residences to rise in the
next 12months, a Knight Frank survey said

SEGMENTSOF
INDIABUYERS:
■Firstpartofsurvey
comprisedrespondents
inhigh-endincome
segment,referredtoas
‘GlobalIndianSegment’
■Secondpartgauged
sentimentinmid-end
incomesegmentcalled,
‘MainstreamIndian
Segment’

Survey details: The consultant released the Global Buyer
Survey, analysing Covid-19 impact on residential buyers’
attitudes. It also took a two-part primary survey for India, with
sample size of over 550 people Source: Knight Frank/PTI

26%MainstreamIndianshad
movedtheir residenceswithin

thepandemicperiod

NewDelhi:Thegovernment
onWednesdayannounced
raising the family pension
for bank employees to 30
per cent of the last-drawn
salary. It alsodecided to in-
crease the employer’s con-
tribution in New Pension
Scheme(NPS)to14percent
of the salary from the cur-
rent10percent. PTI

Family pension
raised for PSB
employees

‘Tooearlytocall lackofcredit
demand; loanoutreachfromOct’

NewDelhi: Speaking at industry
body SIAM’s 61st Annual
Convention,RCBhargavaofMaruti
Suzuki IndiaandVenuSrinivasan
of TVS Motor, on Wednesday
wondered if contributionof the
auto industry towards India’s
growthisbeingrecognised.
“Wehavebeengoingthrough

asituationwherethisindustryhas
beendecliningoveralongperiod
of time,” Bhargava, who is the
Chairmanof thecountry’s largest
carmakerMaruti Suzuki India,
said. Earlier in theday,highlight-
ing theachievementsof theauto
industryNitiAayogCEOAmitabh
Kantsaid,“Itwillbeimpossiblefor
India to growat high rates for a
longperiodof timewithout the
automobile sector being thekey
driverof India’sgrowth.”
“Therehavebeenalotofstate-

mentsmade about the impor-
tanceof theautomobile industry
but in termsof concrete actions,

whichwouldreversethedecline,
I haven’t seen any action on the
ground,”Bhargavasaid.“I’mafraid
wordsdon’t get us verymuch in
the termsof extra sales but you
needconcreteactiontomakethis
happen.”“Idon’t thinkthecar in-
dustrywould revive eitherwith
ICEs (internal combustion en-
gines) orwith theCNG, biofuels
andsuchthingsorEVsunlesswe
addressthequestionofaffordabil-
ity of cars for the customer,”
Bhargavasaid.
TVS Motor Company

ChairmanVenuSrinivasansaida
two-wheeler, “thebasicmodeof
transportationforthecountry”,is
being taxed at 28 per cent GST,
equaltothatofaluxuryproduct.“
... Iwouldliketosay,arewebeing
recognised?Istheautomotivein-
dustrybeingrecognisedforwhat
ithascontributedtoemployment,
torevenuesandtoearningof for-
eignexchange?” PTI

SIAMCONVENTION

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,AUGUST25

REITERATING INDIA’S commit-
ment tomove forwardwith the
goalof cleanandmodernmobil-
ity,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
saidholisticstepsarebeingtaken
forthevaluechainassociatedwith
automobilemanufacturing so
that the industrybecomesmore
productiveandsustainable.
Inamessagetotheautoindus-

trybodySocietyofIndianAutom-
obileManufacturers(SIAM)onits
61st Annual Convention on
Wednesday, Modi said that
modernityinmobilityhasaposi-
tiveimpactoneverysectorandin-
dustry.Healso called formaking
Indiaaglobalmanufacturinghub.
“All the stakeholdershavean

important role in our govern-
ments steadfast efforts to trans-
formIndiaintoaglobalmanufac-
turing hub,” said the Prime
Minister, inhismessagethatwas
read out by Kenichi Ayukawa,

president, SIAM, andMD&CEO,
MarutiSuzuki.
Statingthatrapidchangesare

takingplace intechnology, lifest-
yleandeconomyandthatoldap-
proaches andold practices have
tobechanged,thePrimeMinister
emphasised that it is crucial to
protect our environment, re-
sourcesandrawmaterials.
“For this reason, India is not

only emphasising on exploring
newpossibilitiesbutalsoencour-
agingacirculareconomy.Recently
launchedNational Automobile
ScrappagePolicyexemplifiesthis
vision.”
Lauding the industry’s role in

India’sgrowth,Modirecalledthe
contributionof auto industry to-
wardsmanufacturingto further-
ingexports,fromcreatingnumer-
ousemploymentopportunitiesto
addingtoeaseoflivingforpeople.
Speakingattheevent,Mahen-

draNathPandey,UnionMinister
of Heavy Industries, recognised
thecontributionoftheautoindus-
trytotheIndianeconomy.

INMESSAGETOSIAM

PM: Encouraging a
circular economy

Lot of statements about
auto sector importance;
haven’t seen concrete
action, says Bhargava

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, AUGUST 25

ATWO-DAY industry conclave
hosted by The Indian
Express Group’s Marathi daily
Loksatta along with
Maharashtra Industrial
Development Corporation
(MIDC)willbringtogether law-
makersand industry represen-
tatives todiscussways toboost
the economy in a post-pan-
demic environment.
Growth and industrial de-

velopment will be the key
themesat theLoksatta Industry
Conclave where Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray will deliver the
keynote address on Thursday.
Representatives of the

Maharashtra government, in-
cluding Subhash Desai,
Minister for Industries and
Mining,willunveil a slewof re-
formsaimedat fosteringdevel-
opment with the objective of
providing jobs and livelihoods
tomanymore people.
Desai and Minister of State

for IndustriesAditi Tatkarewill
outline thepoliciesplanned for

the industrial sector. Tourism
Minister Aditya Thackeray,
MIDC CEO P Anbalagan,
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) president and
Tata Steel CEO & Managing
Director T V Narendran along
withotherexpertswill alsoad-
dress the conclave.
Several top corporate

executives will be present
at the conclave to share their
perspective.
CII is partnering with

Loksatta andMIDC.
The state government will

assess the challenges faced by
businesses and attempt to ad-
dress them.
A series of panel discus-

sions, focusingonareas like in-
frastructure, will feature ex-
perts who will deliberate on
important issues.
MIDC will showcase the

new-age infrastructure facili-
ties that it has created in
Maharashtra to facilitate indus-
trial activity.
Amongthe topics in focus is

‘The industrial roadmap for a
trillion dollar economy’.

Laying industrial road map
for trillion-dollar economy

MaharashtraChief
MinisterUddhav
Thackeraywilldeliver
thekeynoteaddressat
theConclavetoday

New Delhi
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II,, Goggi SatyanarayanaS/O
GoggiMadhavaMurthy, R/o
20/123, Akula Street ,
Cuddapah, AndhraPradesh-
516001, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownasGoggiHanumesh
Acharyulu. 0070751314-1

II,, GautamKhannaS/ORajendra
Pal Khanna, R/o 5/102, Eastend
Enclave, Ext.MayurVihar
Phase-1, Vasundhra Enclave,
EastDelhi, Delhi- 110096, have
changed thenameofmy
minor SonRidit Khannaaged
about 14Years andHeshall
hereafter be knownasRihan
Khanna . 0070751347-1

II,, Devashish, S/OManoj Kumar
Yadav, R/o 33-CHansVihar
Apartments Sector 13Rohini
Delhi 110085have changedmy
name toDevashishYadav

0070751363-1

II,, DeepikaD/oRaj KumarR/oB-
145/1, GaneshNagar, Tilak
NagarN.Delhi-18,have
changedname toDeepika
Verma for all purposes.

0040581759-6

II,, DeepakVermaS/OVijay
SinghVerma ,R/o F-1 Type-3
Market Flats, AboveChawla
BookDepot, RKPuramSect- 3,
SouthWestDelhi-110022. I
have changed thenameofmy
minor daughterAlenaaged
about 7Years andShe shall
hereafter be knownasAlena
Agarwal. 0070751338-1

II,, ChinmayTyagi S/OAjayTyagi,
R/oB-212A, LohiyaNagar,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201001. Declare thatNameof
MyFather andMyMother has
beenwronglywrittenasAjay
KumarandShuchi inmyBirth
CertificateNo-1974 . The
actual nameofMyFather and
MyMother areAjay Tyagi and
Shuchi Tyagi ,whichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0070751343-1

II,, Bollampalli Anjaneyulu alias
BAnjaneyulu S/OBollampalli
Kistaiah, R/oH.No- 5-5/2/208
,TelephoneColony, Boduppal,
Hyderabad, Telangana-500092,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
Dr. Bollampalli Anji Reddy.

0070751315-1

II,, Bhupinder SinghKalra S/o
Surinder SinghKalraR/o-B-11,
F-2, RamprasthaColony,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201011,have
changedmyname to
Bhupinder Singh.

0040581759-7

II,, BhawnaD/ODharamPal
Agarwal, R/o F- 1 Type- 3
Market Flats, AboveChawla
BookDepot, R.K. PuramSect-
3, South,WestDelhi- 110022 .
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
BhawnaAgarwal.

0070751333-1

II,, Babita PathakD/ORamesh
ChandraPathakR/o
592/3B/226GopalNagar
Telibagh, Lucknow,Uttar
Pradesh- 226025, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasMishka
Pathak. 0070751355-1

II,, AbhayKumarVermaS/O
BasantKumarVerma, R/o Flat
No- 205, SharadKunj, PlotNo-
C- 58/18, Near TotMall Sector-
62, GautamBuddhaNagar,
Uttar Pradesh- 201309, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasAbhaya
KumarVerma. 0070751326-1

II,, ANILKUMAR, S/OSHRI TRILOK
SINGHCHAUHAN, R/OFLAT
NO.A-1002, DWARKADHAM
APTT. PLOT NO.13, SECTOR-23,
DWARKA,NEWDELHI-110075,
HAVECHANGEDMYNAMETO
ANILKUMARCHAUHAN FOR
ALL FUTUREPURPOSES

0040581706-1

II,, Sangeet PrabhaAgrawalW/o
PraveenKumarAgrawal, R/o
69A, GovindNagar,Mathura,
Uttar Pradesh- 281001 . have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownas
Sangeet Prabha .

0070751344-1

II,, Gurpreet SinghS/o-Ravinder
SinghR/o- F-216,Second-
Floor,VishnuGarden,New
Delhi-110018,have changed
myname toGurpreet Singh
Nagi. 0040581753-1

II SeemaSharmaalias Santosh
Rani SharmaD/o Late
Sh.Niranjan Lal SharmaW/o
Sh.Satender SharmaR/oS-
263,1st Floor,School Block,
Shakarpur, LaxmiNagar,East
Delhi-110092,have changed
myname toSeemaSharma for
all purposes. 0040581735-6

II SandeepKumar,S/oRohtash
Singh,R/o-499,Majri Karala
Delhi-110081,Havechanged
myname toSandeepMathur
for all purposes.

0040581764-5

II RinkuKumarYadavS/oKishori
Lal YadavR/oHouseNo-7,
WardNo-7,Mundawar,
Village-Bhiwara, Hatoondi,
Alwar, Rajasthan-301427, have
changedmyname toAditya
Rao 0070751381-1

II Raghbir S/o Jile SinghR/o-B-
249 3rd-Floor, DerawalNagar
Delhi-110009, Have changed
mynameRagubir for all
purposes.

0040581764-4

IIManoj S/oRampal R/o Ext-
8/61 trilokpuri delhi 110091
have changedmyminor son’s
nameaged 13 years from
Bhojraj toBhanu

0070751391-1

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

IIMaganChoudhary S/oRam
KrishanChoudharyR/oDurga
Mandir, Basaitha,Madhubani,
Bihar-847102, have changedmy
name toRaj Krishna
Choudhary 0070751349-1

II KiranSinglaD/oRamKumar
Jain andEx.wife ofAnil Singla,
R/oH.No.-Q-44, Block-QExtn,
UttamNagar, Delhi-110059, I
got divorce frommyhusband
Anil Singla vide court decree
No.HMANo. 2566/2017dated
17.08.2017. I have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasKiran Jain

0070751386-1

II AbdulMaboodS/o LateAbdul
WadoodR/oHouseNo.B-
347,VasantKunj Enclave,Vasant
Kunj S.O.,SouthWestDelhi,
Delhi-110070have changed the
nameofmyminordaughter
fromBahaarMabood toBahaar
for all purposes. 0040581735-7

I,ZAKIYAANAS,W/O.BILAL
AHMEDBHAT,ADD-153, BASTI-
HAZRATNIZAMUDDIN-
WEST,SOUTHEASTDELHI-
110013.Changedmyname to
ZAKIABEGUM,permanently.

0040581753-3

I,RAM
SURENDRA,S/O.JIYALAL,ADD-B-
119, JJ.CAMP BLOCK -BNEW
SANJAY AMARCOLONY,
VISHWAS-NAGARSHAHDARA
DELHI-110032,Changedmy
name toSURENDERKUMAR.,
Permanently. 0040581759-4

I,BILALAHMAD
BHAT,S/O.ABDULRASHIDBHAT,
H.NO.153,BASTIHAZRAT
NIZAMUDDINWEST,SOUTH
EASTDELHI-110013.Changed
myname toBILALAHMED
BHAT, permanently.

0040581753-2

I,AJAYKUMAR, S/O.DHIAN
CHAND,ADD-FLAT-755,BLOCK-
A,LOK-NAYAKPURAM
BAKKARWALA,NEWDELHI-
110041, changedmyname to
AJAYSHARMA. Permanently.

0040581753-4

I YaduS/oNirmal Kumar,R/oB-
198VivekVihar,Phase-1, Delhi-
110095,Have changedmyname
toYaduRustagi for all
purposes. 0040581764-3

IItt is for general information that
I,RameshKumar,Sonof,Raja
Ram,raesiding
at,H.No.31,Nyaya-Marg, 2/50E,
France-Embassy,Chanakya
Puri, Delhi-110021,declare that
nameofminehasbeen
wrongly-writtenasRamesh
KumarKanojia inmyService
Records.Theactual-nameof
mine is RameshKumar
respectivelywhichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0040581759-3

II,,PPrraatteeeekk S/oRaj kumarR/o-
36/286, 287 Trilokpuri Delhi-
110091,HaveChangedMy
NameToPrateek Uppal,ForAll
Purposes. 0040581753-5

II,,sshheellkkaa gupta rai,D/Oashok
kumargupta,AddressD-
1,gharondaappartment
shreshth-vihar anand-vihar
laxmi-nagar,Delhi-
110092,Changedmyname to
shelkagupta. 0040581744-8

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasSneha
Mehta,W/OSh.AngadA.
Yagnik, R/O.C-39,Manas
AppartmentsMayur-Vihar
phase-1 EastDelhi-110091,have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownas Sneha
Yagnik. 0040581744-2

II,,SShhwweettaaW/oAdeshKumar
Mittal R/o-X-2634Gali
No.6,Raghubarpura
No.2,GandhiNagarDelhi-
110031,have changedmyname
toShwetaMittal,for all
purposes. 0040581753-7

II,,SShheeiikkhh Islamuddin,S/oSheikh
Majeed,R/o.H.No.MauzaBelka
P.S. Amoor,Dakghar
Dalmalpur,Block-
Amoor,ParkhandBeisi,District-
Purnia, Bihar-854315,Presently
at,D-46, Ambedkar-
Colony,Chhatarpur,NewDelhi-
110074,That inmysome
documents i.e.myAadhar
Card,MyVoter I Cardandother
relateddocumentsmy&my
father namehasbeenwrongly-
writtenasSalimkhan,S/o
MoharamKhan insteadof
Sheikh Islamuddin,S/oSheikh
Majeedwhichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0040581753-6

II,,SShhaarraannjjiitt Singh,S/oHarpal
SinghR/oA-11,Khyala-Road
ShamNagar,Tilak-Nagar, Delhi-
110018,have changedmyname
toSharanjeet Singh.

0040581744-9

II,,SShhaahhnnaazz,,WW//OOSaggir
Ahmed.R/OH.No.B-72/D2,Gali
number-06,Kanti Nagar,
ExtensionDelhi-110051,Have
ChangedmyName toShahnaz
Khatoon. Permanently.

0040581770-6

II,,SSHHIIVVAAS/OVINODKUMARR/O
SF-A,KHNO.512,3rd-
floor,VILLAGEBURARI, DELHI-
110084.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
SHIVACHOPRA. 0040581759-2

II,,RRaakkeesshh S/oShyamLal,R/oRC-
543, Gali.No-1, KhoraColony,
Ghaziabad,U.P.-201001, have
changedmyname,from
Rakesh toRakeshKanojia,for
all futurepurposes.

0040581764-2

II,,RRaahhtt Ali,S/O Late Idu,R/o-D-85
S.G.M.Nagar,N.I.T.,Faridabad
Haryana-121001,HaveChanged
MyNameToRahatAli ,ForAll
Purposes,RahtAndRahatAli Is
OneAndTheSamePerson.

0040581753-9

II,,PPrraavveeeenn S/oBhagwan
Dass,R/oWZ-35, Om-Vihar,
Phase-4,UttamNagar,West
Delhi-59,have changedmy
name,fromPraveen toPraveen
Kumar,for all futurepurposes.

0040581759-9

II,,PPaawwaannKumarAgarwal s/o
NarsinghDasAgarwal R/oG-
48, 2nd-Floor, East-of-Kailash,
New-Delhi-110065,have
changedmyname toPawan
Agarwal, permanently

0040581764-9

II,,NNoo--1122998844336699--NN,,HHaavv--MMoohhdd
RamzanChopan,S/O-Ab.Aziz
ChopanVill/Tehsil- Trehgam,
District- Kupwara. Inmy
service recordsnameandDoB
ofmychildren’s havebeen
wronglymentionedas son’s
SazadAhmadChopan (DoB-
15-05-1999),Sabir Ahmad
Chopan (DoB- 20-01-2003)
insteadof SajadAhmad
Chopan (DoB-08Nov.2002),
Shabir AhmadChopan (DoB-
01May2006) anddaughter
recordedasMariya (DoB-30-
01-2005) insteadof Refat
Ramzan (DoB-01May2006)
respectively. It needs
correction.Objectionsbe filed
to 163 TA ,SIKHLI ,C/o-56
APO,within sevenday.

0020425789-1

II,,NNaarreennddeerr KaurW/o-Gurmeet
SinghR/o: S-1/116, Second
Floor, OldMahavir Nagar, Tilak
Nagar, NewDelhi-18 hereby
Declare thatNarinderKaur and
NarenderKaur areboth the
SameOnePersonandwill
knownasNarenderKaur all
FuturePurposes.

0070751373-1

II,,CChhaarraannjjeeeett SinghS/OWaryam
SinghR/O13/9B, Tilak
Nagar,New-Delhi-110018Have
Changedmy Name to
Charanjit Singh. 0040581764-7

II,,MMoohhddMustaq,S/oAbdul Karim
R/oH.No.A-115, Street
No.5,Bhagirathi Vihar Phase-2,
Mustafabad,Delhi-110094,have
changedmyname toMustak
Ahmad. 0040581764-6

II,,MMeeeennaaGuptaw/oMusadi Lal
Gupta,R/o 1C/41, 1st-Floor,
NewRohtak-Road,Karol-Bagh,
New-Delhi-110005,have
changedmyname toBeena
Devi,permanently

0040581764-8

II,,MMOOUULLII SAHA,w/oVIKRAMJIT
ROY,R/o.plot.no.H-22,second-
floorm2kwhite house sec-
57,gurugram,haryanapin
code-122002,changedmy
name to MOULI ROY.

0040581744-4

II,,MMOOHHDD.. KALIMKHANS/O
MOHD. ZAHIRKHANR/O-B-229
/1 STREETNO. 3MANDAWALI
FAZALPUR,DELHI-110092,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOKALIM
KHAN,PERMANENTLY.

0040581744-3

II,,KKuullddiipp Singh,S/oSumer
Singh,R/oBarahi,Tehsil-
Bahadurgarh, Distt.Jhajjar
(Haryana),have changedmy
name to KuldeepSingh,for all
Purposes. 0040581744-7

II,,JJAAHHIIDDALI,S/ONIJAMMUDEN,
R/OFLAT.NO-17, INDRA
ENCLAVE B-12,13,NEBSARAI
P.O-IGNOUSOUTHDELHI-
110068,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOZAHIDAli,S/o
NEZAMUDDIN, permanently.

0040581744-5

II,,HHiitthheerrttoo knownasKalwinder
Singh,Sonof Shri.Karnail
Singh,residingat,VPOMahil-
Gaila,SBS-Nagar,Punjab-
144506, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asKulwinder Singh.

0040581753-10

II,,HHaarrnnaammSingh,S/o Sunder
Singh,R/oT/1, GurudwaraShri
GuruSinghsabhaBudhVihar
Ph-1, Rohini,Delhi,have
changedmyname toHarnaam
Singh. 0040581759-10

II,,HHAAZZRRAABEGUM,W/O
MOHAMMADYASIN,
H.No.61,Street-No.1, Phase-2,
Lampur-Road,Swatantra-
Nagar, Narela,
NorthWest,Delhi-110040,have
changedmyname,fromHAJRA
toHAZRABEGUM.

0040581744-1

II,,DDiilliipp Kumar s/oVishwanath
Gupta,R/oRZ-J-30/230, J
Block,Dayal Park,West
Sagarpur,NewDelhi-110046,
have changedmyname toDilip
Gupta,permanently

0040581770-4

II,,DDeeeeppiikkaa SarkarR/o Flat-601,
TowerVictoria-B, Grand
Omaxe-B, Sector-93B,
Noida(U.P.) have changedmy
daughter’s name fromJhanvi
Sarkar to Janvi Sarkar for all
futurepurposes. 0040581723-1

II,,BBaabbyyChhayya Jain,W/o-
Amandeep Jaiswal,R/o-14,Ram
BaghColony,Shindeki Chawni
Grid,Lashkar,Grid
Gwalior,MadhyaPradesh-
474001,have changedmyname
toAnjali Jain for all purposes.

0040581770-8

II,,AAyyuusshhDutta,S/oSushanta
Dutta, R/o E-905, AnsalHeights,
Sector-92,
Wazipur(115),Gurugram
(Haryana)-122505,have
changedmyname toAayush
Dutta. 0040581744-6

II,,AAnnnniikkaaAggawalD/oPawan
Agarwal,R/oG-48, 2nd-Floor,
East of Kailash, NewDelhi-
110065,have changedmyname
toAnnikaAgarwal,
permanently 0040581764-10

II,,AAkkaannsshhAwanaS/oMr. Ajay
AwanaR/oH.No.-619, Street
No-6, Sector-27, Noida(U.P)
have changedmyname to
AkanshChaudhary for all
purposes. 0040581723-2

II,,AAddeesshhKumar,S/o Ishwar
ChandMittal R/o-X-2634
Gali.No.6,Raghubarpura
No.2,Gandhi-NagarDelhi-
110031,have changedmyname
toAdeshKumarMittal,for all
purposes.

0040581753-8

II,, SanjayKapur S/o-Ram
PrakashKapurR/o-5/372,
Indira colonySonipat,have
changedmyname toSanjay
Kapoor,for all purposes.

0040581759-1

II,, Vimal SharmaS/OAshok
Kumar Sharma, R/o 807,
MohanMekins Society, Sec- 5,
Vashundra, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh- 201012, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasVimhal Sharma.

0070751319-1

II,, VanketMaheshwari S/OOm
Parkash, R/oPocket- D 8/86,
Sector- 06, Rohini, Delhi-
110085. Declare thatNameof
MyFather andMyMother has
beenwronglywrittenasOM
ParkashandUma inmyBirth
Certificate no- 3277 . Theactual
nameofMyFather andMy
Mother areOmPrakash
Maheshwari andUma
Maheshwari,whichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0070751313-1

II,, TavrezKhan,S/O Md
Zaheer,R/O7309,3rd Floor, Gali-
Gurudwarawali Quresh
Nagar,Sadar
Bajar,G.P.O.Delhi,Have
ChangedmyName to MdAdil

0040581764-1

II,, SurekhaPrabhakar,D/o-Shri
TrivikramNath,R/o-C-7,East
KrishnaNagar,NearHolychild-
Nursing-Home, Krishna-Nagar,
Delhi-110051,have changedmy
minor,daughter name,from
IshikaGaba,to Ishika
Prabhakar,for all purposes.

0040581770-7

II,, Sunil Kumar S/OSuranSingh,
R/o L- 1100/25, NearAsthal
Mandir, SangamVihar, South
Delhi- 110062, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasSunnySingh.

0070751317-1

II,, SubhashChandS/oLate
Prathvi SinghR/oB-72, Amar
Colony, EastGokalpur, Delhi-
110094,have changedmyson’s
name fromAkshit Kumar to
Akshit Singh. 0070751374-1

II,, ShaheedS/o-LateGhufran
UllahKhan (RankNo-
1546632H,EXSEP)R/o: E-5, Gali
No-64,Mahavir Enclave-III,
NewDelhi-59 HaveChanged
MyName toShahid.

0070751389-1

II,, SauravR. Tiberewaal, S/o
RrajeshK. Tiberewaal, R/o 10,
SwamiVivekanandaRoad
HouseNo-6 Ps-DumDum,
North 24Parganas,West
Bengal-700074, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownasSaurabTibrewall.

0070751352-1

II,, SanghmitraW/oLate Sh.
PartapSinghAnandR/o F-58,
Plot-41, PrashantApartment,
Patparganj, I.P. Extension,
Delhi-110092, declare that
nameofMinehasbeen
wronglywrittenasSanghmitra
Anand inmyhusband’s
pensionaccount(StateBankof
India). Theactual nameofMine
is Sanghmitra,whichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0070751371-1

II,, Sachit Kumar Sahrawat s/oSh.
MahendraSinghSahrawatR/o
884, Z-TypeQuarters Timarpur,
NorthDelhi, Delhi-110054
changedmyname toSACHIT
SAIHRAWAT. 0050182973-1

II,, Rubi S/o-LateGhufranUllah
Khan (RankNo-1546632H,EX
SEP)R/o: E-5, Gali No-64,
Mahavir Enclave-III, NewDelhi-
59 HaveChangedMyName to
Ruby. 0070751390-1

II,, Rohit Gupta S/OMahesh
ChandGargR/O229, Four
Storey, Near ShivMandir,Vishal
EnclaveTagoreGardenNew
Delhi-110027, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasRohit Garg.

0070751364-1

II,, RobinChaudhary S/OSuresh
Kumar , R/o 454/BChiragDelhi
NewDelhi- 110017, Delhi, India.
Declare thatNameofMyFather
andMyMother hasbeen
wronglywrittenas Suresh
Chaudhary andPushpa inmy
PassportNo-U9786141 . The
actual nameofMyFather and
MyMother are SureshKumar
andPushpaDevi Choudhary,
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0070751340-1

II,, Namrata Shukla ,W/O
AshutoshDwivedi R/o 357/17
KARukundipur, Rajajipuram,
Lucknow,Uttar Pradesh-
226017 . have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownasNamrataDwivedi .

0070751328-1

II,, PawanKumar JagdishPrasad
SharmaS/o Late Jagdish
PrasadSharmaR/o.A-402,
GatewayApartments, Block-A,
Sector-51, Noida, GautamBudh
Nagar, UPhave changedmy
name toPawanKumar Sharma
for all purposes. 0070751378-1

II,, Parul PathakD/OTaraChand
Pathak, R/o FlatNo- 2701, ATS
Greens- 2, Sec- 50, Noida, Uttar
Pradesh . have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownasPAARULPATHAK .

0070751329-1

II,, NiharikaD/o- Sandeep
Tanwar, R/o:CB-56, Naraina,
NewDelhi-10, HaveChanged
MyName toNiharikaTanwar
for all Future
Purposes.image.gif

0070751405-1

II,, Nalin KumarGupta, R/o
H.No.003, Daisy tower, Omaxe
GreenValley, Sector 41-42,
Faridabad,Haryana-121010
have changedmysonname
fromAtharvaGarg toAtharv
Gupta videaffidavit dated
25.08.2021 for all future
purposes.

0040581707-1

II,, Nakhat InyamD/o Inyamul
HaqueW/oMd JasimR/oGram-
birar aliman tola, PS-nanpur,
Biror, Sitamarhi, Bihar-843333,
declare that nameofminehas
beenwronglywrittenas
SuraiyaNikhat inmyPANCARD
NO-BOCPN4461B. Theactual
nameofmine isNakhat Inyam,
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0070751357-1

II,,Mukul Saini S/OParveenSaini,
R/oVill.- Bijwasan, SouthDelhi,
Delhi- 110061, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasRahul Saini.

0070751320-1

II,,Mohammad Inzeel Ali aliasMD
Nizil aliasMd Inzeel S/OTamjid
R/oKarbola tola, bhebhraward
no-02, Sisauna, Araria, Bihar-
854329, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asMohammadSalmanAli.

0070751351-1

II,,MinaKaur, holder of Indian
PassportNo- S1226736 (valide
From10/10/2017 till
09/10/2027)issuedbyEmbassy
of India in Brussels, current
residenceatAvailles
Limousinelaan 18,1932
ZaventemBelgiumneed to
changemyname fromMina
Kaur to surnameasKaur and
GivennameasMina.

0070751396-1

II,,Manju Tyagi D/o Jaibhagwan
Tyagi R/oN-471 Sector-25
Noida, Distt. G.B.Nagar
U.P.,have changedmyname to
Manju Joshi for all future
purposes. 0070751376-1

II,,MadhuPall,MadhuW/o
PradeepKumarKathpal R/o 59-
A, LIG-Flats,PressColony,
Mayapuri, N.Delhi-110064,have
changedmyname toMadhu
Kathpal. 0040581759-8

II,, KumarVishal, S/oKumar
Vijay, R/o Flat no-507, Infocity
Inspire, BhagyaLakshmiNagar
Phase-2, Serilingampally, Near
Chirec School, Lingampally,
K.V. Rangareddy, Telangana-
500019, have changed the
nameofmyminor daughter
Nidhi agedabout 14Years and
shall hereafter be knownas
Nidhi Srivastava. 0070751353-1

II,, Kshitij Tomar S/OPraveen
Kumar Tomar, R/oB-33,
AyurvigyanNagar, Delhi-
110049. Declare thatNameof
MyFather hasbeenwrongly
writtenasPraveenKr Tomar in
my10thClassMarksheet
Number- D615/65809/0081 . The
actual nameofMyFather is
PraveenKumar Tomar.

0070751318-1

II,, Kawaljit KaurBhatia ,W/O
Pritpal SinghR/o FlatNo- 318,
First Floor, BlockC, Type-A, GH-
99, Sector- 20, Panchkula,
Haryana- 134116 . have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasKawaljit
Kaur. 0070751330-1

II,, JitendraKumar S/OShambhu
Lal , R/oHouseNo- 1872, Near
Pir BabaMazar, Sector- 2,
Ballabgarh, Faridabad,
Haryana- 121004, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownas Jitender
Gupta. 0070751316-1

II,, Paramjot SinghBhogal S/o
Parvinder SinghR/o-H.No.G-40,
NewVishnu-GardenWest
Delhi-110018, have changedmy
name toParamjot Singh

0040581716-1

II,, INDERJEETSINGHKALSI,S/o
Daljeet SinghR/o.I-1905,
19thFloor, ArihantArden,GH-
07,Sector-1, GreaterNoida-
Extension, Surajpur, G.B.Nagar,
UP,have changedmyname to
INDERJEETSINGH.

0040581759-5

II,, Hitendra S/OTryambakrao
SangamnerkarR/o 14/10,Old
APSColonyShankarVihar,
Delhi Cantt-110010, have
changedmyname from
HitendraTSangamnerkar to
HitendraSangamnerkar&
ArchanaW/oHitendra
Sangamnerkar have changed
name fromArchana toArchana
HitendraSangamnerkar for all
futurepurposes. 0040581732-1

I, VARSHAGUPTA,ADD-49, GIAN
PARK, KRISHNANAGAREAST
DELHI-110051, Changedmy
Minor daughter nameMAHI to
MAHIKAUR, permanently.

0040579359-7

LLoosstt:: PROPERTYdocuments
withprevious chain forDDA
FlatNo.262, First Floor,
Category Janta, Block-F,
Pocket-5, Sector-16, Rohini,
Delhi-110085. GOPALHALDER
s/oGAURANGHALDER

0040581713-1

II,,SSuurreennddaarr Nath,S/oRajender
Nath,have lost oneofmy
Original PropertyDocuments
i.e.General Power of
Attorney(GPA)PapersOf The
PropertywithAddressGf-498
Sector-Swnri GreaterNoidaUP
finderContact-9810556077.

0040581753-11

II,,KKAAUUSSHHIIKKRAJ,S/ONAWAL
KISHOREPRASAD,HASLOSTMY
M.PHIL.FINALGRADEREPORT
ISSUEDFROMJNUNEW
DELHI.ENROLLMENTNO:-
16/56/MS/005.FINDER
CONTACT- 9899961521.

0040581770-5

II,, Komal Puri D/oDeepakPuri
R/o 48GyanParkRamNagar
ExtensionDelhi have lostmy
10thClassCBSEGrade sheet
cumCertificate of
PerformanceS.No.0539962. Roll
No.8130674. Kindly if anyone
finds it please contactmeon
mob:8700287368. 0040581783-1

II VaishaliMaanhave lostmy
Engineering 2ndyear
marksheet of UPTU indelhi. If
foundcontact-8448759678.

0050183051-1

2255000000 sqft. Plot atHadapsar
Industrial Estate inPune, 60ft
road touch, AmpleWater&
Power. 9373067706.

0050182691-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
KNOW ALL GENERAL PUBLIC THAT MY
CLIENTS MR. IKRAMUDDIN S/O LATE SH.
SHABUDDIN R/O X-21-B, D.D.A. FLATS NEW
RANJEET NAGAR, NEW DELHI-08, HAS
DISOWNED FROM THEIR LIFE AND
MOVABLE OR IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
AND SEVERED ALL SOCIAL RELATIONS
FROM THEIR DAUGHTER IN LAW NAMELY
RUBINA BEGUM AND HER SON TAYYAB @
ARHAM WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT
BECAUSE OF THEIR DISOBEDIENCE,
DISRESPECTFUL, ILLEGAL AND UNSOCIAL
CONDUCT AND BEHAVIOR TOWARDS MY
ABOVE NAMED CLIENTS AND PUBLIC AT
LARGE. ANY PERSON DEALING IN ANY
MANNER WITH ABOVE SAID DISOWNED
PERSONS SHALL DO SO AT HIS OWN RISK
AND CONSEQUENCES AND MY CLIENTS
SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ACT
OR DEEDS OF THE ABOVE SAID DISOWNED
PERSONS.

Sd/- MOHD. ASLAM (Advocate)
Ch. No. K-50,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT OMWATI DEVI W/O LATE
KALYAN SINGH R/O A175,
KAUSHALPURI, AZADPUR, DELHI-
110033. DO HEREBY DISOWN/
DEBAR HER SON SH. CHHATARPAL
SINGH FROM HER ALL MOVABLE/
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES AND
SEVER HER RELATIONS FROM HIM
DUE TO HIS MISCONDUCT AND
MISBEHAVIOUR. MY CLIENT WILL
NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS
ANY ACTS.

Sd/-
VIVEK KUMAR (Advocate)

Ch. No. 419, 4th Floor
LC Block Rahini Courts

Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Ponnamma Johny W/o
Johny P.V. R/o D-342/8,
Phase-IV, Aya Nagar, New
Delhi have lost my Original
GPA Set document in respect
Plot No. 342-B, Khasra No.
1587, D-Block, Phase-4, Aya
Nagar, New Delhi-110047. If
the same is traceable and
inform at Mob.No.9811161410
and misuse the same then
they will be liable for criminal
prosecution.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
HITESH son of SHRI KIRSHAN
residing at 8/138, Dakshin Puri
Extension, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar,
South Delhi, Delhi- 110062,
declare that the name of my father
has been wrongly written as
KRISHAN in my Secondary
School Examination-2020
Certificate. The actual name of my
father is SHRI KIRSHAN, which
may be amended accordingly.
It is certified that I have complied
with other legal requirements in
this connection.

Sd/- HITESH

“It is to inform to the public at large that
Mrs. Manjeet Kaur acquired Property
BearingNo.S-221/156B, areameasuring
35.27 sq. mtrs., out of Khasra No. 20/5,
in Block-S, Gali No. 4 and 5, situated in
the area of Village Khyala, abadi known
as Vishnu Garden, New Delhi, vide Sale
Deed dated 15.07.2021 executed by
Mr. Sandeep Singh Ahluwalia in favour
of Mrs. Manjeet Kaur in respect of the
said property, duly regd. Doc. No. 6844,
NowMrs. Manjeet Kaur is the undisputed
owner of above said property. ,Any
person / firm / institution / company
having any claim or right in respect of
the said Property by way of inheritance,
share, sale, agreement, lease, license,
gift, possession, legal heirs, partners or
encumbrance howsoever or otherwise
is hereby required to intimate in writing
to the undersigned within 07 days from
the date of publication of this notice of
his/her/their share or claim, if any, with
all supporting documents at below
mentioned address. After expiration of
notice period, the claims, if any, of such
person shall be treated null and void and
also treated as waived and not binding
on our client.

Ajay Kumar Giri,Advocate
H.No. 26/161, Basement, Vikram Vihar,

Lajpat Nagar 4, New Delhi 110024

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client Ms. Aparna Gupta
D/o Late Sh. R.P. Gupta R/o AG-118, Shalimar
Bagh, Delhi-110008 has severed all relationship
from her sister(s) namely (1) Mrs. Parul D/o Late
Sh. R.P. Gupta and her daughter namely Jaya
Gupta. both R/o Manohar Garden, Uttam Nagar,
Delhi (2) Mrs. Tulika Aggarwa, her husband Sh.
Krishan Aggarwal and their son namely Trishant
Aggarwal all R/o 85-C, Bharat Nagar, New Friends
Colony, New Delhi and (3) Smt. Gunjan Jain, her
husband Mr. Ajay Jain and their daughter namely
Shrishti Jain (Pakhi) all R/o Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi, out of their misconduct and misdeeds and
further debar them from all my client’s movable and
immovable properties. Any one dealing with them
shall be doing so at one’s own risks and
consequences and in that eventuality my client
shall not be responsible for the same.

Sd/-
SANJAY VERMA (Advocate)

Ch. No. 409, Western Wing, Tis Hazari Courts,
Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed, that my
clientess Mrs. Chand Rani wife of late Sh
Narinder Kr. Gera, resident of Flat No. (Plot
No.) 3, Ist floor, near Maha Kalyani Kunj,
Near Kalyan Vihar, Delhi has severed all her
relations with her son named Naveen Kumar,
his wife Mrs. Isha Gera, and their son Master
Dhruv Gera, all residents of H. No. 211,
Paschim Vihar Extension, Near Metro Pillar
No. 192, N. Delhi-63 with immediate effect,
due to their atrocities, physical beatings, acts
of cruelties, abuses etc and hereby debar
and disinherit all of them from inheriting her
moveable and immovable properties also
with immediate effect. Any one dealing with
them shall be doing so at his/her risk and
responsibility.

Sd/-
S.C. ARORA (Advocate)

B-3/64B, Lawrence Road, Delhi-35

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT RAMESH KUMAR SHARMA
AND HIS WIFE GAYATRI DEVI AND THEIR
SON VIKASH SHARMA, R/O RZI/21,
MAHAVIR ENCLAVE PART-1, NEW
DELHI-110045, HAVE DISOWNED THEIR
SON/BROTHER DEEPAK SHARMA AND
HIS WIFE KAVITA FROM THEIR
MOVABLE/ IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
AND HAVE CUT OFF THEIR FAMILY
RELATIONS FROM THEM DUE TO THEIR
DISOBEDIENT AND QUARRELSOME
NATURE AND MY CLIENT WERE
NOT/ARE NOT/SHALL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ACT OF
DEEPAK SHARMA AND HIS WIFE
KAVITA IN ANY MANNER.

Sd/- (BAHL & CO)
AJAY BAHL (ADVOCATE)
CH. NO. 152, CIVIL SIDE,

TIS HAZARI COURT, DELHI 110054
(M) : 9811222542

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

New Delhi
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CROSSWORD4518

ACROSS
1 Topgamblinggame
(3-3-4)

8 Asignofhavingnooccupation
(2,3)

9 Paul is confusedabouta
border flower
(7)

10 Criticisesa levywehear
(7)

11 Interruptarestperiod
(5)

12 Burningwasteonahugescale
(6)

14 Humblecleric takingmeto
heart (6)

17 Keepsomitting to includethe
salts (5)

19 Aroue´notwaiting forhiscut?
(4-3)

21 Customers’ stencilperhaps
(7)

22 Twist inwetcoils
(5)

23 It’susedonwatch
(10)

DOWN
2 Openat lunchbreak
(7)

3 Atheniangarret (5)
4 Getoutof position?
(6)

5 Can Iprovidea friendly
solution?(7)

6 Giveoutwhatusedtobedue
for revision
(5)

7 Standingcharge forcardrivers
(7,3)

8 Entrance isbroken; itdoesn’t
last long
(10)

13 Marconiperhaps isderived
fromLatin (7)

15 Possiblyomitonesortof
transport (7)

16 Whatmustbe leftat theendof
thesentence (6)18Hidesone’s
relativesonboard
(5)

20 Incompletesauceboat
(5)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
There isa lot tobe
said forkeepingyour
owncounselnow,
yetsomeonespecial

doesstillneedtobekept
informedas toyourmovements
andwhereabouts. It's all a
matterof careful judgmentand
thatyouhave inabundance.
Actually,you’renowlooking
forwardtonewinterests,
perhapssurprisingpeoplewho
thought theyknewyouwell.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Inordertominimise
misunderstandings
overthenextfew
days,whydon’tyou

trytobemoresubtleand
diplomatic?Also,dotrytobeas
organisedandpracticalas
possibleinallyourworkingand
routineaffairs.NotthatIthink
you’llhaveanytrouble,ofcourse.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Yourplanetsare
approachingavery
specialaspect,which
meansthatwhatever

isdiscussed,agreedandfinalised
overthenextfewdays,willhave
aprofoundimpactonyourmost
personalaspirations.Eventsearly
nextweekcanonlyconfirm
thispicture.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Cut through
confusion,
oppositionand
indecisionathome

likeahotknife throughbutter. It
is timetoadoptadefinitestance
andstick to it throughthickand
thin.Partnerswill respectyour
courage.Ontheotherhand, if
youtrulywant togetyourown
wayathome, trya littlegentle
persuasion.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
There isa lot tobe
said formaking
domesticandfamily
plansnow. Itwill

help if youseecomingmeetings
orarrangementsasmarkinga
significantbreakwiththepast
andthe firstof aseriesof
magnificentpointers towards
the future. If you’repreparing
foramajor romanticadventure,
set sometimeasidenextweek.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sept23)
Theneedfor
financial security isa
general themein
your life.However,

whenrecent initiativesbear
fruityouwill see thatyouhave
donemuchtoassistyour long-
termfortunes, albeit inadown-
beatway.But, then, that’syou
allover; themaster,ormistress,
of understatement.

LIBRA(Sept24-Oct23)
Youreallydon’tneed
toproveanything.
Youhave
accomplished

enoughrecently tobeable to
restonyour laurels, at least fora
littlewhile.All that isneeded is
aboost toyourgenerally rather
shakyself-image. Ihavea
feeling thatanynervousness
shouldclearupover thenext
threedays.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
Thosewhoimagine
thatyouhavegiven
upthewill to fight
backaresoonto

receiveashock.Youmust
believe inyourself andrealise
thatwithin twoweeksyouwill
onceagainbeabout togoonthe
offensive. It’salldowntothe
gradualmovementsof
magneticMars,your
planetaryruler.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Averyspecific
planetaryaspect
todayhasavery
generalmeaning.

Youmust therefore try toreach
adefiniteandfinaldecision
concerningsomeof yourvery
broad, long-termaimsand
ambitions.Drawonallyour
deepestexperience tomakethe
rightchoices.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
The last thingyou
want todonowis
blotyourcopy-book
atwork.Therefore,

be firmanddecisivebyall
means,butdoallowother
people tohavetheir sayandpay
carefulheedto theiradvice. If
justiceandfairplay iscalled for,
youshouldtakethe initiative.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Abattleof principle
maybeworth
fighting.Butwhat
youmustconsider

nowiswhat, if any, sacrifices
areworthmaking.Somepeople
believe that theend justifies the
means,butyoumayrightly
disagree.WithSaturnnowso
significantlyaligned, this isa
timefor takingthemostserious
possible lookat the future.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Someastrologers
wouldnotconsider
that theMoon’s
positiontoday isa

particularlyhelpfulone from
yourpointof view.However,
the fact that lunaralignments
areencouragingpeaceand
understandingmustmakeyou
feelbetter.Butkeepawatchon
escalatingcosts.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
That'swhypeoplelistentomusicorlookatpaintings.Togetintouchwiththat____.-Corita
Kent(9)

SOLUTION:ELOPE,SHUSH,ANKLET,SWATHE
Answer:That'swhypeoplelistentomusicorlookatpaintings.Togetintouchwiththat
wholeness.-CoritaKent

LPEEO AEKTLN

HHUSS WHEATS

SolutionsCrossword4517:Across:1Combat,4Ignore,9Nirvana,10Means,11
Plain,12Realist,13Slotmachine,18Anxious,20Liszt,22Cacti,23Newleaf,24
Renege,25Starve.Down:1Canopy,2Maria,3Against,5Gamma,6Oration,7
Ersatz,8Hair-raising,14Lexicon,15Halfwit,16Lancer,17Stifle,19Owing,21Sheer.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

NIHALKOSHIE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST25

BARATHSRIDHARhasalonglistofpeopleto
thank for helping himbecome aworld jun-
iormedallist.Lastweekthe18-year-oldfrom
Villupuram inTamilNaduwas the first run-
nerofthe400metremixedrelayteamwhich
won bronze at the World U20
ChampionshipsinNairobi.Barathsayshewas
luckytobespottedbyadistrictsportsofficer
when in Class 6 and is thankful his parents
pawnedtheirgoldto fundhiscareer.
Fortwoyearshegaveuprunningbecause

therewasnobody toguidehim.He remains
indebtedtoaphysicaleducationteacherwho
helped revive his career in senior school. A
thankyounoteisalsoduetohiscurrentcoach
whohelpedhimmoveoutofabackwaterfor
sports toChennai.
"Themain problemwas there was no-

body to guide me there after the district
sportsofficerwastransferred.Therewereno
athletes to lookup to. I amperhaps theonly
athleteatthislevelinthatdistrict.Istartedby
running in the parking lot of my school,"
Barathsays.
His parents, Sridhar, a lorry driver and

motherDeepa, ahomemaker, emptied their
savingstoputtheireldersoninaCBSEschool
in Villupuram, a district covered under the
government'sBackwardRegionsGrantFund.
Thechoiceofschoolmadeadifference.Naahar
PublicSchoolfieldedtheirstudentsatcluster
meets for CBSE schools. For twoconsecutive
years, hewon the gold in the 400metres at
state-levelcompetitions.Hisparents'decision
to invest in good educationwas the starting
pointforthebrightyoungathlete.
Barath stood on the podium butmade

tripstothelocalpawnshopwhenthefamily
overshot theirmonthly budget to fund his
athleticscareer..
"My parents always supportedme. It is

becauseoftheirsacrificethatIamhere.When
I needed something, like a shoe or a flight
tickettotravelforanationalcompetitionthey
would cutdownonexpenses elsewhere.Or
mymotherwould giveme her jewellery to
take to the pawn shop. Oncewe gotmoney
later,wewouldtakethegoldback.Iusedtogo
to the pawn shop and hand over the jew-
ellery,"Barathsays.
BeingastudentintheonlyCBSEschoolin

the region also burnt a hole in their pocket.
"The fee is about 80,000 a year.We really
struggled to pay the fees. But in Villupuram
thisistheonlyschoolwhichfieldsathletesfor
competitions.Overtheyearsas Istartedrep-
resentingtheschoolinclustercompetitionsI
gotasmalldiscount infees,"Barathsays.
When he spoke to his parents from

Nairobi after the mixed relay team won
bronze,thereweretearsofjoy,hesays.Barath

hopes athleticswill also help himuplift the
family. His father's truck,which is nearly 15
yearsold,mayneedafitnesscertificatesoon.
"The lorry isveryold.Withvehiclepollution
rules inplace, I don't thinkhewill be able to
driveitfortoolong.Ithinkhewillhavetogive
itupnextyear.Becauseoftheageofthevehi-
cle,myfatherisabletoferryonlylightloads,"
Barathsays.

Covid hurdles
BeforeNairobi, Barathhad to cross other

hurdles. InJune,hetestedpositiveforCovid-
19andgaveuptrainingforawhile.Whenhe
returned to the track, he found it difficult to
breatheaftera lightexercise.
"I started training andmymindwas not

readyforworkout. Icouldnotrunmuch,my
cardio capacitywas reduced, breathingwas
difficultandmyhandsandlegswerenotsup-
portingmyrunning. Ihadtoovercomethat,"
theteenager,afanofSouthAfricanWaydeVan
NiekerkandAmericanMichaelJohnson,says.
However, the lost time left an impact as he
could not qualify for the individual 400me-
treseventatthejuniorworldchampionships.
"Thequalifyingstandardwas47.35seconds,I
managed47.55thoughItoppedthetrials."
An unexpected injurywould have cost

him a place in the Indianmixed relay team.
He trains on a 200metre track on a football
ground inaschool inChennai. Theswitchto
thesyntheticsurfaceattheNationalInstitute
ofSportsinPatialaresultedinsorenessofhis
leftankle.
"Thechangetosynthetictrackputalotof

pressure onmy left ankle. Compared to the

400metre track, the 200metre track has a
smaller curve so that alsomadean impact. I
was fortunate the coaches and physios be-
lieved inme andmanaged the injurywell,"
Barathsays.

Gamble pays off
Kamal Ali Khan, the chief coach for jun-

iors, knew itwouldbea risk tomakeBarath
runmore than one race inNairobi. "We felt
Barathwouldrunbelow48seconds.Butwe
wantedtobecarefulandnotoverexposehim.
Sowe didn't field him in the heats and pre-
servedhimfor the final. Thegamblepaidoff
ashegaveusasolidstart,"Khansays.
Thestrategyworkedforthesquadwhich

comprised PriyaMohan, Summy, Kapil and
Barath as they finished ahead of the
Jamaicans. When he returns home to
Villupuram, Barathwould be carrying pre-
cious cargo fromKenya.Woodensculptures
forwhichKenya is famous for -- he got a gi-
raffe--andamedalwhichwillputhisdistrict
onthetrackandfieldmap.

CHRISTOPHERCLAREY
AUGUST25

SERENAWILLIAMSwithdrew from theU.S.
OpenonWednesday,pullingoutofthemajor
tournament and extending her latest break
fromthegamethatsheoncedominated.
“Aftercarefulconsiderationandfollowing

theadviceofmydoctorsandmedical team, I
havedecidedtowithdrawfromtheUSOpento
allowmybodytohealcompletelyfromatorn
hamstring,”Williamswrote on Instagram.
“NewYorkisoneof themostexcitingcitiesin
theworldandoneofmyfavoriteplacestoplay
—I’llmissseeingthefansbutwillbecheering
everyoneonfromafar.Thankyouforyourcon-
tinuedsupportandlove. I’llseeyousoon.”
Williams,whoisranked22ndontheWTA

Touratage39,hasnotplayedontoursincere-
tiring in the first set of her first-roundmatch
atWimbledonon June 29because of an in-
jured right hamstring.Williamswas in tears
as she shook the hand of her opponent,
Aliaksandra Sasnovich, and she stumbled as
she exitedCentreCourt, receiving assistance
toreachtheclubhouse.
She skipped last week’s Western and

SouthernOpenintheCincinnatisuburbstoal-
lowherselfmoretimetorecover,andsaidina
statementthatsheplanned“tobebackonthe
courtverysoon.”
Butshecouldnotrecoverintimetoplayat

theU.S.Open,where shehaswonsix singles
titles,includingherfirstGrandSlamsinglesti-
tle in1999asateenager.Thetournamentbe-
ginsAug.30inNewYork.
ShelastmissedtheU.S.Openin2017dur-

ing her break from the sport because of the
birthof herdaughter,Olympia. She returned
to the tour inMarch2018anduntil nowhad
participatedineveryGrandSlamtournament
sincehercomeback.
Shelostthe2018U.S.OpenfinaltoNaomi

Osaka of Japan and the 2019U.S. Open final
to Bianca Andreescu of Canada. Last year,
when the tournament was held without
spectatorsbecauseof thepandemic, she fell
in the semifinals to Victoria Azarenka of
Belarus in three sets.Williams’s announce-
ment leaves theU.S. Openwithout three of
the sport’s biggest stars. Roger Federer, 40,
and Rafael Nadal, 35, havewithdrawn and
endedtheir2021seasonsbecauseofinjuries.
This is the first time since 1997— nearly a
quartercenturyago—thattheU.S.Openwill
beplayedwithoutat leastoneof thethree.
Williams, likeFedererandNadal, isoneof

thegreatest champions in tennishistory. She
has often overpowered the oppositionwith
her intimidating serve and returns. But her
chancesofwinningarecord-tying24thGrand
Slamsinglestitleappearincreasinglyslim.She
will turn40nextmonth,andherrankinghas
slippedoutof thetop20. NYT

From pawning gold to minting bronze
Barath, sonof a lorrydriverandhomemaker,helped Indiabag400mmixedrelaybronzeat JrWorlds

400metrespecialistBarathSridhar(right)withhis fatherSridhar,motherDeepaandyoungerbrotherGeethapriyan.

Serena withdraws from US
Open due to torn hamstring
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EveryGrandSlamappearanceis
numberedforSerenaWilliams,who
turns40nextmonth.Shecontinues
topursuetheelusive24thMajor–
whichwill levelherwithMargaret
Court’sall-timerecord.Butthelatest
injury,atornhamstringafterafreak
slip inheropeningmatchat
Wimbledonfirst tookawayher
chanceinLondonandnowagainis
deprivingherofashotatherhome
SlaminNewYork. She’sreachedfour
Majorfinalssinceshereturnedtothe
touraftermaternity leave,butfailed
towinaset inanyof them.The
women’s fieldhasbeengenerally
open,asnoplayerhaswonmore
thanoneSlaminasingleyearsince
AngeliqueKerberwontheAustralian
andUSOpentitles in2016.
Williams’battle isagainstayounger
generationthathasstartedtofind
their feetonthetour.Ageisnoton
herside,andnowthefitnessprob-
lemshavemadethedreamfora24th
titleall themoredistant.

Whytheclock is
tickingforSerena

SerenahasnotplayedonToursince
retiring inthefirst setofher first-round
matchatWimbledononJune29.

Myparents always supported
me. It is because of their

sacrifice that I amhere.When I
needed something, like a shoeor a
flight ticket to travel for a national
competition, theywould cut down
onexpenses elsewhere.”
—BARATHSRIDHAR

MOTHER’S ‘BOLD’ CALL
GAVESHAILI A CHANCE

SHAILISINGH'Sprogressasan
athletehasa lot todowithher
coachRobertBobbyGeorgebut it
washer"stronganddetermined"
mother,whohelpedherdaughter
takefirstbig leapwhenshesent
her toBengalurufor training,
muchagainst the 'advise'ofwell-
wishers. The17-year-oldShaili
wasraisedbyhermotherwith
greatdifficultyatavillagenear
ParichhaThermalPowerStation in
Jhansidistrict inUttarPradesh.
HermotherVinithaworksasa
tailor to feedher threechildren
andpaysaroundRs3000per
monthasrent for thetwo-room
accommodation. "I faceda lotof
problemwhenIstarted(athletics),
regardingdietandmanyother
things,"Shaili saidata felicitation
functionfor the Indianathletes
whowonmedalsat theWorldU-
20Championships inNairobi
"WhenAnjumadamcalledmeto
traintoBengaluru,manypeople in
ourplacetoldmymotherwhyare
yousendingyourdaughteralone
toacity.Butshetoldthem'she is
mydaughter, IknowherandIam
sendingher'. PTI

New Delhi
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Lack of resilience & defensive resolve scripts collapse
SANDIPG
AUGUST25

ITWASnotamonstersurfacethatwasrespon-
siblefortheIndianbatsmen’sswiftprocession
tothedressingroomonDay1ofthethirdTest
atHeadingley. Itwasthecombinationof their
ineptitudeandJamesAnderson’smasterythat
culminatedinahorrorfirstdayforthevisitors.
Itwasasif theeight-dayrecesshaddulled

the resolveand resilienceof India’s batsmen.
While India’s batting line-up is flawed and
pronetomalfunctioning,theyseemedtohave
compensatedforthesedeficiencieswithanun-
breakablemindset.Here,theylostthatspiritto
capitulatefor78allout.
SunshineinEnglandisthebesttimetopile

runsinthecountry,butnotperhapsinthefirst
sessionofaTestmatch,notatHeadingleyofall
venues,thoughthegroundisnolongerseenas
a seamers’ paradise it once used to be.
Anderson,withthewine-darkDukesballand
pent-upangstsincetheLord’sTest,madetelling
blowsearlyintheTest.
Themasterfulseamerisanillusionistwhen

themoodseizeshim,whichhasoflatedwelled
permanentlyonhim.SoKLRahul, theapostle
ofdisciplinethisseries,wasdeceivedintothink-
ing thatAndersonhadslipped ina rare, juicy
half-volleyhecouldcoaxintoacover-drive.But
theballwasnotquiteasfullashehadimagined
andduckedaway fractionally after pitching,
snaringhisedge.Itwasaclassicalset-up.Three
in-swingers, andanout-swinger. A classical
Headingleydismissal,adeckthatrewardsfuller
lengthsthananyotherinEngland.
ButasmuchasAnderson’sveritabletricks,

thewicketborethestampofRahul’s indiscre-

tion.Itwasthesortofaudaciousdriveawell-set
batsmanimaginestowardstheendoftheday,
butnoton the fifthball of theday,whenhe is
gettinghiseyein,whenfeetmovementistun-
ingup,whenthehand-eyecoordinationisjust

syncing. Itwas the streak of expansiveness
Rahul had resisted all through this series. At
Lord’s andTrentBridge, hehad left umpteen
suchdeliveriesundisturbed.
AtHeadingley, the drive accompanies a

statutorywarningofhazard.Theextrabounce
andlatemovementthesurfaceoffersmakethe
drivea low-percentage stroke in the first ses-
sion, even if the sun is blazingdownand the
balldoesnotseemtodoanythingmalevolent.

Thedriveagain
ViratKohli didn’t learn fromRahul’smis-

takeeither.The Indianskipperwas jumpyat
the crease— as he has been throughout his
barren spell of runs— and chose to drive a
wide delivery through the covers, slightly
awayfromhisbody.Andersonhad,shrewdly,
pitchedtheballatouchshorterthantheusual
good length, thus suckinghim into the shot,
beforemaking the ballmove away a touch.
HadKohlipulledoffthestroke,hewouldhave
stampedhisauthority.Butthatwasnottobe.
Onecouldmarvelatthecontrolandcraft

ofAnderson,butKohliwasguiltyof indiscre-
tion. It was not an opportunemoment to
counterpunch, but a time to knuckle down
and grind runs,much in the template India
hadaccumulatedrunsduringthisseries.
Both deliveries would have sailedwide

of the off-stump if the batsmen had only
chosen to leave them alone. Rahul’s could
be an aberration, but Kohli’s is a cause of
concern, ashehasperished todeliverieshe
couldhave left alone this series,bringing to
mind the series of such dismissals against
Andersoninthe2014series.Heseemstobe
afflictedwithathrowbackcounter-produc-
tiveover-eagerness.

Familiar failings
Therestsuccumbedinagrimlypredictable

pattern, towell-drilledplans thananymagic
dust.CheteshwarPujarathesedaysissounsure
thathepokesatanythingoutsidetheoff-stump,
andtheballgetssuckedintotheedgeofhisbat
likeaniron-nailtowardsamagnet.Hefollowed
a full Anderson away-swinger that left late.
Again,anotherIndianbatsmanhadtriedtoplay
aballhecouldhaveavoided.
AjinkyaRahane, afternurdlingandnudg-

ing, hunghis bat too, at aback-of-lengthball
fromOllieRobinson.Thelinewasclosertothe
stumps,butthelength,thebouncethesurface
generatedand thenatural lift the tall seamer
bargainedwouldhave takentheball over the
stumps.RohitSharma,afteralltheabstinence
fromdrives, let his favourite pull shot behis
nemesisforthethirdtimethisseries.England’s
bowlershadnotquite temptedhimwith the
pull,butwhenevertheybangedonein,hehad
lookedtotakethemon.Thisonewasthesoft-
estof thethree,ashetriedtofetchapull from
outsideoffandspoonedadollytomid-on.But
it’stimethisrecurrenceiscorrected.
RishabhPanthadhisregularuncertainwaft

outsidetheoff-stump—theoutcomeofathree-
prongeddilemmatocut,driveorleave—while
RavindraJadejacompletelymissedthelineofa
full-lengthSamCurranball.
Howtoexplainthemeltdown? Thiswasa

tricky pitch but not exceptionally so: it did
enoughbutnot toomuch.Butbatsmanafter
batsmanwasdrawnintoplayingatalmostevery
ball.ThoseresponsibleforIndia’sworstbatting
nightmaresincethe36alloutinAdelaidewere
thebatsmenthemselves.Itwasacaseoftechni-
cal incompetenceaswell asofwrongshotse-
lection.Blamenotthe22-yardstrip.

JamesAndersonisecstaticafterremovingIndiacaptainViratKohli inthemorningsessionof thethirdTestatHeadingley. Reuters

A different ball game
After rousingwinatLord’s, Indiabowledout for78 in just40.4oversasAnderson leadsrevival; In reply,Englandmoveserenely to120/0

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
AUGUST 25

JOE ROOT AND his men sewed their lips
and let their cricket do the talking. James
Anderson’s cultureddestructionof India’s
top orderwas connoisseur’s cricket. 78 all
out in 40.4 overs was how the Indian in-
nings finished. Twice inside a year now,
India have failed to reach three-figures in
a Test innings. 36 in Adelaide happened
barely ninemonths ago.
India’s innings had two double-digit

scores. England finishedthedayon120 for
no loss, with Haseeb Hameed and Rory
Burns remaining unbeaten on 60 and 52
respectively. Only the first day of the third
Test, but the tourists are in for a long haul.
At the first drinksbreak, Andersonwas

the speaker in the England team huddle.
His monologue came in the middle of a
spell that read: 6-3-6-3. KL Rahul,
CheteshwarPujaraandViratKohliwerehis
scalps.AdemoralisedEnglandsearchedfor
inspiration.Thegreatman ledbyexample.
Itwasaswingbowlingmasterclass, the

video of which should be made available
at every cricket academy. It’s a matter of
conjecture if in the future any seamer
wouldbeable tomakeacricketball follow
his command like Anderson does.
It had everything; swing, the use of

seam, perfect line and length, how to use
thecreaseandalso,howtosetupbatsmen
before removing them.
Rahul was the first to go after Kohli fi-

nallywonthetossandelectedtobat.Rahul
carried the confidence of his Lord’s hun-
dred to Leeds andwent for a full-blooded
drive, rather than a firmpush for a couple,
to a full delivery from Anderson that held
its line. The Indianopenerwas set upwith
aseriesof inswingers.Hewasoutsmarted.
Pujarawasdone inbytheangleand late

movement.Andersonwenta littlewideof
thecreaseandconventionaloutswingtook
theball awayafterpitching. Pujarawasal-
ready committed to playing it.
Double whammy for Jimmy, and a bit

weirdly, thosewere his first two new-ball
wickets this summer. Before a sold-out
crowd, the stage was set for a mouth-wa-
teringAnderson versus Kohli contest.

Conning Virat
Kohli started off well, pushing instead

of driving, to anAndersonhalf-volley past
mid-off for a three. But the England fast
bowler’s trickery and accuracy gave the
India captain very little margin for error.
Four predictable outswingers came, seam
pointingtowardsslipandallowingKohli to
leave themalone.
The fifthball of theoverwas abit fuller

with awobbly seam.Kohliwent for an ex-
pansivedrive throughmid-off andanother
catch went to Jos Buttler behind the
stumps.Andersonsetuphisbête-noirebe-
fore delivering the final blow. India were
21 for 3 and gasping for breath.
Leavingaside theTwitter trolls that fol-

lowedKohli’s dismissal, his average in the
last 10 Tests is 24.56. It’s not quite back to
2014, but India’s best batsman is going
through a serious lean patch.
Ajinkya Rahane scored an important

half-century in the second innings at
Lord’s. But facing Anderson early into his
inningscouldhavebeenasking for trouble.
Rohit Sharmaneeded to shieldhispartner
and a gripping phase of cricket ensued.
Anderson reserved the best ball of the
morning for Rohit.
The seam wobbled, there was a hint

of the ball going away before it nibbled
back and beat the inside edge. The mas-
ter was at work. When the 39-year-old
quick finished his first spell, his figures
read: 8-5-6-3. Anderson’s colleagues
picked it up from there and finished the
job so quickly that he wasn’t required to
bowl again.
About 6.5 yards from the popping

crease is considered to be the optimal
length, seamers’ averagewicket length, at
Headingley. Anderson hit it for fun.

Rahaneplayedhimself inbeforegetting
outat thestrokeof lunch,committinghim-
self to thepush to anOllie Robinsondeliv-
ery on the fifth stump. India’s survival de-
pendedonRohit.Hisbattingwasmonkish
in the first session.ThemanwiththreeODI
double hundreds channelled his inner
Geoffrey Boycott in the former England
opener’s backyard.
Hisuncharacteristic105-ball19hadap-

plication and a lot of quality. But after do-
ing all the hardwork, Rohit threw it away,
tamely pulling a short ball from Craig
Overton toRobinsonatmid-on.Aballpre-
viously, he failed to put away a full-toss. It
probably played onhismind.
Yet again, Rishabh Pant offered an an-

gled bat to a widish, away-going delivery
withoutmovinghis feet. Similardismissals
in back-to-back innings now, but he is
seemingly insulated by ‘that’s how he
plays’ vibe.Ravindra Jadejawas leg-before
off aSamCurrandeliveryandunlikeLord’s,
therewasnoresistancefromtheIndiantail.
England bowled full to them. When
England’s innings began, Kohli missed a
trick bynot pairing up Jasprit Bumrah and
Mohammed Shamiwith the new ball. For
India, itwas a day to forget.

SCORECARD

INDIA:FIRSTINNINGS78
KLRahulcButtlerbAnderson 0(4b)
RSharmacRobinsonbOverton 19(105b,1x4)
CPujaracButtlerbAnderson 1(9b)
VKohlicButtler bAnderson 7(17b,1x4)
ARahanecButtlerbRobinson 18(54b,3x4)
RPantcButtlerbRobinson 2(9b)
RJadeja lbwbCurran 4(29b)
MShamicBurnsbOverton 0(1b)
ISharmanotout 8(10b,1x4)
JBumrah lbwbCurran 0(1b)
MSirajcRootbOverton 3(10b)
■Extras (lb11,nb5) 16
■Total (40.4overs) 78
■FoW:1-1(KLRahul,0.5ov),2-4(Cheteshwar
Pujara,4.1ov),3-21(ViratKohli,10.5ov),4-56
(AjinkyaRahane,25.5ov),5-58(RishabhPant,29.1
ov),6-67(RohitSharma,36.4ov),7-67(Mohammed
Shami,36.5ov),8-67(RavindraJadeja,37.2ov),9-
67(JaspritBumrah,37.3ov),10-78(Mohammed
Siraj,40.4ov)
■Bowling:
JAnderson:8-5-6-3;ORobinson:10-3-16-2,
SCurran: 10-2-27-2,MAli:2-0-4-0, COverton
10.4-5-14-3.

ENGLAND:120 /0
RBurnsnotout 52(125b,5x4,1x6)
HHameednotout 60(130b,11x4)
■Extras (b4,nb3,w1) 8
■Total (42overs) 120/0
■Bowling:
ISharma:7-0-26-0,JBumrah12-5-19-0,M
Shami11-2-39-0,M Siraj7-1-26-0,RJadeja 5-
3-6-0.
■StumpsonDay1

ENGLAND VS INDIA
HEADINGLEY

Toss: India, chose to bat

Rohitlookedassuredatthecrease,but
foranuncharacteristicpullshotagainst
CraigOvertonthatendedhisvigil.AP

BACK INCONTENTION

WFI lets off Vinesh with a warning, allows her to compete at Worlds
MIHIRVASAVDA
NEWDELHI,AUGUST25

VINESHPHOGAT,whowas temporarily sus-
pendedby theWrestling Federationof India
(WFI)forallegedindiscipline,willbeeligiblefor
thisyear’sWorldChampionshipaftershewas
let offwitha reprimandonWednesday. Two
other wrestlers, Sonam Malik and Divya
Kakran, too have been cautioned and like
Vinesh, theywill be in the fray to compete in
theWorldChampionshipsaswell.
However, inaletteraddressedtothethree

wrestlers,WFIpresidentBrijBhushanSharan
Singhsaid theywill be ‘compelled’ to impose
lifetimebansonthe trio foranyactof indisci-
plineinthefuture.
“Even though yourwritten reply to the

show-causenotice,whichyouhadsenttothe
Wrestling Federationof India office,wasnot
satisfactory, theWrestlingFederationof India
wantstogiveyouonemorechancesothatyou
canrectifyyourmistakes,”Sharanwroteinthe

letter, datedAugust 24, 2021. “Therefore, the
Wrestling Federation of India’s disciplinary
committeeforgivesyouwithawarningthatif
yourepeatyourmistakes, then theWrestling
FederationofIndiawillbecompelledtoimpose
alifetimebanonyou.”
The decisionwas communicated to all

wrestlers onWednesdayevening.WFI assis-
tant secretary Vinod Tomar said all three
wrestlerswillbeeligibletotakepartinthese-
lection trials nextweek forOctober’sWorld
Championship,whichwill be held inOslo,
Norway.“Wewillbeconductingselectiontri-

alsonAugust31inNewDelhi.Theywillbeal-
lowedtotakepartinit,”Tomarsaid.
TheWFIwasreportedlyconsideringkeep-

ingthetrioawayforat leasttwointernational
meets.Theythendecidedtobanthemjustfor
theWorlds,withthefederation’spresidentBrij
Bhushan Sharan Singh sayinghewanted to
makean‘example’ofVinesh.
Vinesh, who was one of India’s medal

prospects at the recently-concluded Tokyo
Olympics, lost in theearly rounds toBelarus’s
VanesaKaladzinskaya.Followingherdefeat,an
angryWFIissuedashow-causenoticeforthree
allegedactsofindiscipline:refusingtostaywith
theIndianathletes,nottrainingwiththemand
notwearingtheofficialteamjerseyforherbouts.
The wrestler, who turned 27 on

Wednesday, in her reply through lawyer
VidushpatSinghaniahadrefutedthefirsttwo
allegations and admitted thatwearing the
wrongsingletwasan‘unintended’error.
Aftershewastemporarilysuspendedbythe

WFI, Vineshwrote in a column inThe Indian
Expressthatshewas‘broken’followingherde-

featinthequarterfinalsofthe53kgweightclass
attheTokyoOlympics.
“IsleptoncesinceIreachedhome.Isleptfor

twohoursonthe flightandsometimes in the
Village.There,Iwouldwalkaloneanddrinkcof-
fee.Iwasalone.Whenthesunwouldrise,Ifelt
sleepy,”shewrote.“Idon’tknowwhenIwillre-
turn(tothemat).MaybeIwon’t.IfeelIwasbet-
teroffwiththatbrokenleg(sufferedatthe2016
RioOlympics).Ihadsomethingtocorrect.Now
mybodyisnotbroken,butI’mtrulybroken.”
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,mindfulof

reportsabouther‘notmeetinganyone’follow-
ingthedefeatattheTokyoGames,toldVinesh
during thebreakfastmeetinghehosted last
weekthat‘self-angeranddejection’wereemo-
tionsthatneededtobeavoided.Hehadalsoin-
vitedVineshforapersonalmeetingalongwith
herfamilymembers.
Tomar,meanwhile,saidonlythosewrestlers

whohadtakenpartinthisyear’snationalcham-
pionshipwillbeallowedtotakepart inthese-
lectiontrialsfortheWorldChampionship,with
exceptionsinsomecases.

VineshPhogathadrefutedtwoclaimsofWrestlingFederationof India. File

CAPITULATION

9Thescoreof78atHeadingley
is India’s9th lowest first-
inningstotal inTestcricket,

andtheir third-lowest inEngland.

WFIassistantsecretaryVinod
Tomarsaidall threewrestlers
willbeeligibletotakepart inthe
selectiontrialsnextweekfor
October’sWorldChampionship,
whichwillbeheldinOslo.

Leaving aside the Twitter
trolls that followedKohli’s
dismissal, his average in the
last 10 Tests is 24.56. It’s not
quite back to 2014, but India’s
best batsman is going through
a serious lean patch.

New Delhi
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