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REPORTIN 45 DAYS

Centre sets up panel to
look into withdrawal
of AFSPA in Nagaland

Decision takenin
Dec 23 meeting
chaired by Shah

TORAAGARWALA

& DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
GUWAHATI, NEW DELHI,
DECEMBER 26

THREE WEEKS after six civilians
were killed in an Army ambush
on December 4, and eight more
inviolence triggered by the inci-
dent in Nagaland’s Mon district,
the Union government Sunday
instituted a high-level commit-
tee chaired by a Secretary-level
officer to examine the possibil-
ity of withdrawing the Armed
Forces (Special Powers) Act
(AFSPA) in Nagaland. The com-
mittee will submit its report

within 45 days.
According toofficials, Registrar
General and Census

Commissioner of India VivekJoshi
will head the five-member com-
mittee and Additional Secretary
in the Union Home Ministry
Piyush Goyal will be its Member-

EXPLAINED

Panel may calm
frayed nerves

THE SETTING up of a com-
mittee to consider AFSPA
repeal in Nagaland will as-
suage public sentiments in
the north-eastern state af-
ter civilians were killed on
December 4-5. The panel
will consider the views of
state police and Central se-
curity forces before submit-
ting areportin45 days.

Secretary. The Chief Secretary and
Director General of Police of
Nagaland and the DGP of Assam
Rifles will be the other members
of the committee, they said.
Earlier in the day, a press
statement signed by Nagaland
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio,
Deputy CM Yanthungo Patton
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

| L | 1 R
1 1R i oy
R T e L
R B

TRIBUTE TO DESMOND TUTU

The Indian and South African teams observe a moment of silence ahead of the opening Test
in Centurion, in honour of Archbishop Desmond Tutu who died Sunday. Reuters PAGES 15,18
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CJI: No foresight in drafting law clogs

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

CHIEF JUSTICE of India N V
Ramana Sunday cited the prohi-
bition law in Bihar as an example
of “lack of foresight” in drafting
legislation that leads to courts be-
ing inundated with cases, and

Judges
appointing
themselves
amyth: CJI
NVRamana

said itappears that the legislature
has “not been able to make opti-

courts, Bihar prohibition is example

mum use” of the Parliament
Standing Committee system to
“enhance scrutiny of Bills”.

“I hope this will change, as
such scrutiny improves the qual-
ity of legislation,” CJI Ramana
said while delivering the Fifth
Late Shri Lavu Venkateswarlu
Endowment Lecture on “Indian

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Ministries can’t resolve
row, CVC opens probe

into I'TBP LAC outpost

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

THE CENTRAL Vigilance
Commission (CVC) is learnt to
have taken cognizance of the
tussle between the Home and
Water Resources ministries over
the “poor construction” of an
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) outpost on the western
bank of Pangong Tso in Ladakh.

Sources said the vigilance
watchdog has opened a probe
into the ambitious border infra-
structure project after com-
plaints by ITBP that the National
Projects Construction
Corporation Ltd (NPCC) had
failed to deliver the project to its
satisfaction despite an expendi-
ture of over Rs 20 crore.

The ITBPis one of India's five
Central Armed Police Forces,
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The Indian Express report on
September 19

which are governed by the
Ministry of Home Affairs. The
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

‘PRECAUTIONARY’ DOSES FROM JAN 10

First shots to those who
got 2ndjab 9 months ago

Not a ‘booster’, additional shot seeks to
protect only vulnerable groups for now

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

WHEN THE “precautionary” dose
of the coronavirus vaccine begins
tobe administered on January 10,
the first recipients will likely be
those older than 60 years with as-
sociated comorbidities,and those
who got their second dose nine
months previously, The Indian
Express has learnt.

The decision to keep the inter-
val between the second and third
doses at nine months has been
based on the findings of five sci-
entific studies carried out by the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and the
Translational Health Science and
Technology Institute (THSTI),
Faridabad, top government
sources who were part of the de-
liberations, told The Indian Express.

The nine-month interval
would mean the initial doses of

GOVT & POLITICS

HEALTH SECY TO
BRIEF ELECTION
COMMISSION TODAY

PM: SELF-DISCIPLINE
AND COLLECTIVE
STRENGTH WILL
DEFEAT COVID

PAGE 6

the precautionary vaccine will be
received by those who had got
the second shots in the primary
vaccination schedule by April 10
this year — that is, mainly the
healthcare and frontline workers
who were the first to be inocu-
lated from January 16 onward.
On March 1, India also began
vaccinating those older than 60
years, and 45-plus with specified
co-morbid conditions. Asof May 1,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Cases up, night
curfew in Delhi
from today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

WITH 290 Covid cases and a pos-
itivity rate of 0.55 per cent
recorded Sunday, the Delhi gov-
ernment has announced a night
curfew between 11 pmand 5am
starting Monday.

“Itwasdecided ina high-level
meeting today that a night curfew
needs tobereinstated in the city to
stop the spread of Covid. This will
come into force on Monday night
between 11 pmand5am,” saidan
official. A detailed order listing the
exemptions and other conditions
is awaited.

On Saturday, the neighbour-
ing states of UPand Haryanaim-
posed night curfews between
11 pmand 5 am. “In Delhi, essen-
tial services will not be impacted

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Minorities back raising marriage age of
women, flag concerns on personal law

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

EVEN AS the Government has
sent the Prohibition of Child
Marriage (Amendment) Bill
2021, which seeks to raise the le-
gal age of marriage for women
from 18 to 21 years, to a

Parliamentary Standing
Committee for scrutiny, repre-
sentatives of minority commu-
nities have raised concerns on
how the change will affect per-
sonal laws in the country.

While most minority commu-
nities have not opposed the rais-
ing of the age of marriage, they
pointout that personal laws have

protection under the Constitution.
According to the draft Bill, the pro-
posed law will apply to all com-
munities and, once enacted, will
supersede existing marriage and
personal laws.

Dr Shernaz Cama, the direc-
tor of Jiyo Parsi, a nodal organi-
sation that represents the Parsi

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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BENGALURU’S KAGGADASAPURA LAKE AND THE CONSTANT STRUGGLE TORESTORE IT

The lake is one of the many centres for the city’s untreated sewage, resulting in the spillage of toxic foamand
despite the Lokayukta in 2019 ordering the Revenue department to survey the lake and clear it from
encroachments, the restoration work moved at a snail’s pace.
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If you are a power user
then MacBook Pro 2021
is the device for you

HOLLYWOOD REWIND:
DISTURBIA

There is a very
Hitchcock-esque
feel to Disturbia
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Why eating insects
makes sense?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Srishtaa Aparna Pallavi and Tansha Vohra
talk about the practice of eating insects in
India, which are rich in protein, why
certain foods are considered inferior, and
their favourite insect recipes.

Malaviya not just
a person but an
institution: Shah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

PANDIT MADAN Mohan
Malaviya held the River Ganga,
cow and Hindi in great reverence
and laid the foundation of mod-
ern Indian nationalism during
freedom struggle, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said on
Sunday, adding that an attempt
has been made to make the
country forget him.

“He (Malaviya) was not justa
person but an institution. He did
not fight for freedom just as a
politician, but also as a journal-
ist, as a lawyer. He was the only
freedom fighter to make a loud
call for freedom with the mother
tongue, Indian culture and
Indianness. He knew if he did not
talk about these things, there
would be efforts in future to
make people forget them.
Despite great opposition, he did
not leave these ideas,” Shah said
atan event to commemorate the
160th birth anniversary of
Malaviya.

The event was organised by
Vijnana Bharati,an RSS-affiliated
organisation.

“Today we can say without
debate that he laid the founda-
tion of modern Indian national-
ismin the freedom struggle. He
had great reverence for the
Ganga, the cow and Hindi. He
also built institutions for them. If
people are able to bathe in Harki
Paudi (Haridwar) today; itis are-
sult of his efforts,” Shah said.

The minister said it was a
matter of sadness and frustra-
tion that Malaviya got Bharat
Ratna only in 2014. Recalling,
how Malaviya was given the ti-
tle of ‘Mahamana’ by Mahatma

Gandhi and Rabindranath
Tagore, Shah said, “With time,
there have been efforts in the
country to forget many such per-
sonalities, be it Saradar
(Vallabhbhai) Patel, Netaji
Subhas Bose... or Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya. I just want to
say that if there is a great man,
whose deeds are great and who
thinks about others and not self,
his glory cannot be stolen.”

Shah said Malaviya not only
tried to instill Indianness in the
nation, but even in the Congress
when he was its president. “In
Congress meetings, where once
paeans were sung in the glory
of the crown, Malaviya started
'mangalacharan’. He initiated
Vande Mataram singing. In
1932, when he realised that
Congress was becoming an in-
stitution given to compromises,
he joined the Hindu
Mahasabha,” Shah said, adding
that he became Congress pres-
ident even after that.

“Those in journalism today
cannot imagine that someone
could be in Congress and also
be the president of Hindu
Mahasabha. I am not talking
about the liberalism of that so-
ciety and those institutions. I
talk about the greatness of that
personality. How great must
that personality be that he was
president of both the Congress
and Hindu Mahasabha at the
same time,” the Union Home
Minister said.

According to Shah, Malaviya
knew that the British were “sow-
ing seeds of Partition”. Shah said
that by establishing the Benaras
Hindu University (BHU),
Malaviya brought together an-
cient Indian knowledge and
modern education.
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Delhi curfew

and health emergencies will be
respected. All markets, malls and
shops will shut after 11 pm and
the movement of people will be
restricted. The imposition of
Covid-appropriate behaviour,
such as wearing masks and main-
taining social distancing, will be
stricter,” the official said.

So far, Lok Nayak Hospital has
admitted 68 Omicron patients, of
whom 40 have been discharged.

The Delhi government is also
monitoring the positivity rate. In
November, the city’s average pos-
itivity rate was around 0.07 per
cent. A week ago, the rate was
around 0.2 per cent before it
climbed to 0.43 per cent on
Saturday.

According to the Graded
Response Action Plan, which the
government finalised in July and
August this year, several curbs are
supposed to kick in if the positiv-
ity rateremains above 0.5 per cent
for two consecutive days.

Forinstance, if Monday’s pos-
itivity rate is also above 0.5 per
cent, measures under the yellow
alert willbeimplemented. These
include the odd-even formula in
markets, with capacity in restau-
rants, transport buses and the
Metroat 50 per cent,and shutting
down of cinema halls, gyms, en-
tertainment parks, etc.

“It is unlikely that we will be
able to avoid another day with a
positivity rate of more than 0.5 per
cent. It has been rising consis-
tently for the past week. The gov-
ernment is readying its plan and
an announcement is expected
soon,” the official said.

CJI

Judiciary: Challenges of Future” at
Siddhartha Law College in
Vijayawada.

In his speech, the CJI also de-
fended the judiciary in the wake
of charges that the Collegium sys-
tem of appointment of judges
amounted to judges appointing
themselves, terming it as “one of
the widely propagated myths”.

Speaking on the absence of
well-considered legislation, the
(JI said that “there is usually no
impact assessment or basic
scrutiny of Constitutionality be-
fore passing of legislations”.

“Alackof foresight in legislat-
ing candirectly resultin the clog-
ging of courts. For example, the
introduction of the Bihar
Prohibition Act 2016 resulted in
the High Court being clogged
with bail applications. Because of
this, a simple bail application
takes one year to be disposed of,”
he said.

Highlighting the importance
of debates in law-making, the CJI
said: “Unrefined law leads to a
mushroomingof litigation. A pro-
posed law can only be refined
through the involvement of all
stakeholders and through mean-
ingful debate. Parliament intro-
duced a remarkable mechanism
in the 1990s to enhance scrutiny
of bills - that of standing commit-
tees. However, it appears that the
legislature has not been able to
make optimum use of the
Committee system.”

Speaking about the selection
of judges, CJI Ramana said it has
become “fashionable to reiterate
phrases suchas, 'judgesare them-
selves appointing judges™.

“Iconsiderthistobe one of the
widely propagated myths. The
fact is the judiciary is merely one
of the many players involved in
the process. Many authorities are
involved, including the Union Law
Ministry, state governments,
Governor, High Court Collegia,
Intelligence Bureau, and lastly, the
topmost executive, who all are
designated to examine the suit-
ability of a candidate. [ am sad to
note that the well-informed also
propagate the aforesaid notion.
After all, this narrative suits cer-
tain sections,” he said.

Pointing out that filling vacan-
ciesisone of the challenges facing
the judiciary, the CJI appreciated
the Government's efforts in ap-

1.11 crore people had received
both doses, according to Health
Ministry data.

“The Co-win platform will
automatically reflect who will
be eligible for the precautionary
dose. We have the numbers
ready as to how many will beel-
igible from January 10. An an-
nouncement will be made in
the nextfewdays,” atop govern-
ment official said.

The sources drew a distinc-
tion between the precautionary
doses planned by India from
January 10, and the “booster”
shots thatare beingadministered
by several countries around the
world, including the United
States and United Kingdom.

In his address to the nation
on Saturday night, the Prime

Minister did not use the expres-
sion “booster”; he said three pri-
ority groups — healthcare work-
ers, frontline workers, and those
above 60 with associated co-
morbidities —would geta “pre-
cautionary dose” of the vaccine.

“Two doses of a two-dose
vaccine (such as Covishield or
Covaxin) may not produce a suf-
ficientlevel of antibodies in indi-
viduals who are immunocom-
promised or
immunosuppressed — their pri-
mary vaccination is, therefore,
deemed incomplete,” a source
said.

“To complete the primary
vaccination for this specific
group ofimmunocompromised
and immunosuppressed indi-
viduals, an additional shot is re-

First shots to those who got 2nd jab 9 months ago

quired.”

Globally, the words booster
doses and additional doses refer
to different things, the sources
said. “Booster dosesareusedona
population-wide basis; they are
administered irrespective of the
physical (comorbidity) status of
the beneficiary,” a source said.

“Since we (India) do not have
extensive population-based
dataonabooster shot, weare,as
ameasure of abundant caution,
giving vulnerable groups that
areexposed or could be exposed
tothe virus, another shot, which
is the precaution dose,” the
source said.

According to the sources, a
few members of the National
Technical Advisory Group on
Immunization (NTAGI) were

against the administration of
booster doses due to “insuffi-
cient pan-India” dataon waning
immunity post the second dose
across all age groups.

“Whatwe have are five small
studies in the range of 200-
1,000subjects. These studies are
by ICMR and THSTL These stud-
ies tell us that the antibody re-
sponse starts to decline signifi-
cantly between the seventh and
ninth month after the second
dose,” the sources said.

NTAGI is India’s apex advi-
sory body that provides guid-
ance to the government onvac-
cination by undertaking
technical reviews of scientific
evidence on matters related to
immunization policy and pro-
grammes.

pointing several judges in the re-
cent past. “However, some rec-
ommendations made by High
Courts are yet to be transmitted
to the Supreme Court by the
Union Law Ministry,” he said,
adding that “itis expected that the
Government needs to strictly ad-
here to the timelines laid down...”.

The (Jlalsoresponded to crit-
icism of judicial overreach
through the power of review, say-
ingthat “such generalisations are
misguided”. He said that “if the ju-
diciary does not have the power
of judicial review, then the func-
tioning of democracy in this coun-
try would be unthinkable”.

Stating that “a popular major-
ityisnotadefence forarbitrary ac-
tions taken by a Government”, the
(JIsaid “the concept of separation
of powers cannot be utilised tore-
strict the scope of judicial review”.

The concept, he said, “only
protects bona fide legitimate ac-
tions” and added that “it is re-
quired that the legislative and ex-
ecutive wings recognise their
limits under the Constitution to
ensure the smooth working of the
democracy”.

The CJI pulled up the execu-
tive forwhat he said was “a grow-
ing tendency to disregard, and
evendisrespect Courtorders” and
said that “ensuring justice is not
the responsibility of the judiciary
alone”. He said that “unless the
other two coordinate organs
make sincere efforts to fill the ju-
dicial vacancies, appoint prosecu-
tors, strengthen infrastructure,
and make laws with a clear fore-
sight and stakeholders analysis,
judiciary cannot be held respon-
sible alone”.

Referring to pressures faced by
public prosecutors, the (]I
stressed that there is “a need to
liberate the institution of public
prosecutors” and that “total inde-
pendence must be granted to
themand to make them answer-
able only to the courts”.

The (JI said that “historically,
prosecutors in India have been
under the control of the
Government”and “henceitis not
asurprise that they do not actin-
dependently”.

“They do nothing to prevent
frivolous and non-deserving cases
from reaching the courts. Public
prosecutors automatically oppose
bail applications, without inde-
pendently applying their mind.
They attempt to suppress evi-
dence during trial, which could
benefit the accused,” he said,
adding that “a holistic rework
needs to be undertaken”.

“Inorder toinsulate the public
prosecutors, an independent se-
lection committee may be consti-
tuted for their appointment. Best
practices should be adopted after
acomparative analysis of other ju-
risdictions,” the CJ said.

The CJI also highlighted the
need to fix accountability for
“faulty and inordinately delayed
investigations”.

“Thereis absolutely no system
of accountability in place for faulty
and inordinately delayed investi-
gations. A person wrongfully in-

carcerated due to false implica-
tion loses his right to liberty, prop-
erty, etc. He suffers enormously.
There is no real remedy left for
him and no compensation what-
soever even after anacquittal,” he
said.

The (JIflagged what he said is
the “increasing attacksonjudges”.

“In recent times, physical at-
tacksonjudicial officers are on the
rise. At times, there are also con-
certed campaignsin printand so-
cial media against judges if par-
ties do not get a favourable order.
These attacks appear to be spon-
sored and synchronised,” he said.

CJI Ramana also termed as
“alarming” the number of vacan-
cies in various tribunals, and
pointed out that the “rising num-
ber of media trials” is another as-
pect that affects the independ-
ence of judiciary.

LAC outpost
NPCCisaPSU under the Ministry
of Water Resources.

“A CVC technical audit team
visited the concerned BoP (bor-
der outpost)in Ladakha couple of
months ago. It has taken posses-
sion of all the documents related
to the projectand is currently ex-
amining them,” a senior govern-
ment official said.

Sources in the NPCC con-
firmed that a CVC team had vis-
ited Ladakh toinspect the project.
“We have handed over everything
they wanted. We want the CVC,
anindependent agency, to probe
the project and come up with a
conclusion. The impasse remains
unresolved despite multiple
meetings between the two min-
istries,” an NPCC official said.

Sources said NPCC has ad-
vised the Home Ministry to hire
another agency to complete the
projectifitis not satisfied with the
work.

The BoP in question is at
Lukung on the western bank of
the Pangong lake, which saw a
nine-month standoff between
Indian and Chinese troops last
year.

The Indian Express reported
inits edition of September 19 that
the project had been launched in
2015—one of over 40 planned
BoPs intended to provide better
living conditions for troops along
the Sino-Indian border.

The BoPs were supposed tobe
first-of-their-kind structures in
the region, with freeze-proof toi-
lets, running water,and tempera-
ture maintained above 22 degrees
Celsius at all times.

The project was seen as a sig-
nificant step inimproving border
infrastructure for frontline troops
at a time when infrastructure on
the Chinese sideis seentobe years
ahead of India's.

The project was awarded to
NPCC, which began working on
the Lukung BoP as a pilot. Five
years later, and after spending
aboutRs 20 crore, the project has,
forall practical purposes, been de-
clared a failure by the ITBP,a con-
tention that has been refuted by
NPCC.

Sources in the ITBP and the

MHA said the BoP is unable to
maintain temperatures above 10~
11 degrees Celsius, and that the
quality of construction is so poor
thatthe 40-odd jawans stayingin
the BoP have begun to miss the in-
sulated pre-fabricated huts where
they stayed earlier.

The MHA, sources said, is so
unhappy that it has not only
stopped part payment to the
NPCC for the project, but is also
thinking of dumping the project
altogether.

The NPCC, on the other hand,
hasblamed ITBP and the MHA for
the failure of the project, claiming
that the withholding of payment
has resulted in the sub-contrac-
tor not maintaining the heating
system, which has impacted the
efficiency of the BoP.

Sources said ITBP has with-
held payment to the tune of over
Rs 5 crore to NPCC for its failure to
maintain the desired temperature
within the BoP.

“ITBP and NPCC have had
multiple meetings on this issue,
but the former is not ready to re-
lease payments. Contractors and
sub-contractors involved with the
project are suffering because of
this. NPCChas even proposed that
if the MHA is dissatisfied with its
work, it can withhold 10% of the
payments and release the rest. It
can use that money to hire an-
other agency,” an official privy to
the negotiations between the two
ministries said.
Minorities
community  before  the
Government, says the move does
not affect the community in
which “menand women get mar-
ried late”. But what needs to be
scrutinised, she adds, is the pos-
sible changes in personal law.

“Womenin the Parsicommu-
nity donotget married under the
age of 28-30years,and mendon’t
usually marry under 35 years.
This is much more than the na-
tional mean age of 22-24 years...
(But) personal laws are protected
under the Constitution. This must
be studied by the standing com-
mittee, which must predomi-
nantly have women members,”
said Cama, who is also director of
UNESCO's Parsi-Zoroastrian proj-
ect PARZOR.

"I personally don’t think any-
one has the right to interfere on
the issue of when an individual
can or cannot get married if that
individual has reached adult-
hood,” she said.

Father Savari Muthu,
spokesperson  of  Delhi
Archdiocese, says the Christian
community welcomes the
Government's move but warns of
the proposed law's impact on
marginalised societies in rural ar-
eas.

“We believe that the rule of
law of the land must supersede
Canon law... In any case, within
the Catholicas well as other com-
munities, girls are getting married
later. But thisis primarily in urban
areas. The concern is the rural ar-
eas, especially marginalised com-
munities such as Scheduled

New Delhi

Castes and Scheduled Tribes,” he
said.

“The fearis that they will con-
tinue to get married younger and
hide it. It is also possible that the
new law may be misused to ha-
rass these communities, and
young people. These are concerns
that the Government must look
intobefore the Bill becomes law,”
he said.

The AllIndia Muslim Personal
Law Board (AIMPLB), which has
spoken out against the proposed
law, described it as “very irra-
tional”.

“Thisis not justabout personal
laws, but also looking at what ac-
tually benefits women. The
biggestrequirement inIndiais the
safety and security of women.
And when a girl has to be kept at
home, her safety becomes there-
sponsibility of the parents, which
is why she is often married off.
Whenwomenand men are given
the right to vote at 18 years, they
can take any decision independ-
ently when they reach adulthood.
How can the Government stop
them from getting married?” said
Niaz Ahmad Farooqui, general
secretary, Jamiat-Ulama-i-Hind,
and AIMPLB member.

"The Government also does
not have the right to interfere with
personal laws, which is the fun-
damental right of a community,”
he said.

“We are definitely notadvocat-
ing thatgirls get married younger.
Before, they would even be mar-
ried off at 12-13 years -- we defi-
nitely don’twant that. We arealso
not opposing the move because
we believe it has been made
against the personal laws, but
whatis the scientific reasoning be-
hind it? If a girl is too undernour-
ished to get married at 18, how
does this suddenly change at 21?
Theissueisn't the age of marriage
then, but poverty," Farooqui said.

Mohsin Taqvi, Imam Jama
Masjid (Kashmiri Gate), says that
even in the Muslim community,
girls are rarely getting married un-
der the legal age.

“Itisn’t like before when girls
would have to get married young.
Very rarely do girls get married
before they turn 21-22 years. So
inthat sense, there is no problem
with theincrease in marriage age
for women. However, the
Government should still carry out
extensive consultations with
community leaders before pass-
ing the law,” the Imam said.

Data from the fifth edition of
the National Family Health Survey
(NFHS-5)show that 23.3 per cent
of women aged 20-24 years were
married under the age of 18 com-
pared to 26.8 per centin NFHS-4.
The latest data also show that 6.8
per cent women were pregnant
between 15-19 years compared
to 7.9 per centin NFHS 4.

According to NFHS-4, the me-
dian age of marriage for women
inIndiabetween the agesof 25 to
49years,is 19.8 inurbanareasand
181 inrural areas. The lowest me-
dian age for women in this cate-
gory among Hindus is 18.5 fol-
lowed closely by Muslims at 18.6

years. The median age of marriage
among Budhists is 19.2, Sikhs
20.9,Jains 21.2 and Christians 21.6.
NFHS-4 data also show that
28 per centof women aged 18-29
and 17 per cent of men aged 21-
29 marry before reaching the le-
gal minimum age of marriage.

AFSPA

and Naga People’s Front
Legislature Party leader TR
Zeliang said the decision to set up
the committee was taken in a
meeting chaired by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on December
23.Convened todiscuss the pres-
ent scenario in Nagaland, the
meeting was attended by Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma as well.

“The committee will submit
its report within 45 days and
withdrawal of Disturbed Areaand
AFSPA from Nagaland will be
based on the recommendations
of the committee,” the statement
said.

In the December 23 meeting
with the Union Home Minister,
the Nagaland delegation im-
pressed upon him to replace the
Assam Rifles unit in Mon district
withimmediate effect.

The demands for repeal of AF-
SPA - an Act that gives sweeping
powers to the armed forces toar-
rest without warrants and even
shoot to kill in certain situations
in ‘disturbed areas’ - from
Nagaland and other north-east-
ern states have been growing
louder since the December4-5in-
cidents. Over the last few weeks,
the state witnessed massive
protest rallies in eastern districts
as well as capital Kohima for the
law to be scrapped.

Right after the December4in-
cident, Rio had called forits repeal
stating that Nagaland had “always
opposed AFSPA”. Meghalaya
Chief Minister Conrad Sangma
too had demanded in a tweet on
December 6 that “AFSPA should
berepealed”.

Inaspecial one-day sessionon
December 20, the Nagaland
Assembly had unanimously re-
solved to demand the repeal of
AFSPA. It said that the House “ap-
preciated and supported” citizens
and civil society organisations
over their demand for the repeal
of AFSPA and delivery of justice
and appealed to “all sections to
follow democratic norms and
non-violencein the collective en-
deavour towards realisation of
peace and delivery of justice”.

The three signatories to the
statement also said they were
“grateful” to the Union Home
Minister Amit Shah for “taking the
matter with utmost seriousness”
and appreciated the Centre for
taking the required stepstoensure
justiceand “positively responding
to the voices of the people”.

The statement on Sunday also
said that “a Court of Enquiry will
initiate disciplinary proceedings
against the army unit and army
personnel who are directly in-
volved in the Oting incident and
action will be taken immediately
on the basis of fair enquiry”. “The
identified persons who will face
the enquiry will be placed under
suspension with immediate ef-
fect,” it said.

During the meeting with the
Union Home Minister, it was also
decided Nagaland would provide
government jobs to the next of
thekinof the deceased, the state-
mentsaid. “Toinitiate this process,
the Deputy Commissioner, and
the Superintendent of Police of
Mondistrict, will carry out neces-
sary procedures in consultation
with the concerned village coun-
cils and government jobs will be
given on compassionate grounds
on the basis of eligibility,” it said.

In March 2018, the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs ordered
removal of AFSPA completely
from Meghalaya. In Arunachal
Pradesh too, AFSPA was removed
from several police stations dur-
ing 2018 and 2019; at present in
the state, only three districts and
four police stations that border
Assam are under AFSPA.
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290 CASES ON SUNDAY

Positivity rate at
0.53%, city inches
towards ‘yellow’ alert

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

THE SHARPrise in the number of
Covid cases reported in the city
over the past week has not just
brought back the night curfew to
Delhi but is likely to bring in a
slew of other restrictions as well.

A rapidly increasing positiv-
ity rate, alongside the threat of
the high infection rate posed by
the omicron variant of the novel
coronavirus is pushing Delhi to-
wards the “yellow” alert as per
the Graded Response Action Plan.

Over the past month, the pos-
itivity rate has climbed from un-
der 0.1% to 0.55% Sunday, when
290 cases and one death due to
Covid was reported. The positiv-
ity rate was 0.43% Saturday.

The yellow alert is imple-
mented under either of the three
conditions — positivity rate is
over 0.5% for two consecutive
days, 1,500 cases are recorded in
aweek, or average occupancy of
oxygen beds is 500 for a week.

Over the past week, 1,155

52,947 tests were conducted
in last 24 hrs. Praveen Khanna

cases have been recorded in the
city. The number of people admit-
ted to hospitals, however, is still
low. On Sunday, 230 out of 8,960
hospital beds were occupied.
“As things stand, it is very
likely that the positivity rate will
cross 0.5% on Monday itself. This
means restrictions under yellow
alert will come into effect. The
government is not a votary of a
complete lockdown, and that is
why a graded plan has been put
in place. Crowding in markets is

COLOUR-CODED GRADED PLAN

Graded Response Action Plan on Covid is a plan whereby a new set of
restrictions is added to existing ones as alerts are issued

one big concern and that is why
the odd-even formula will be
implemented for markets and
shops will be allowed to open
only between 10 am and 8 pm.
Restrictions on public transport
will also be implemented. Buses
and metro will allow 50% of the
total capacity at any given time,”
said an official. Officials said a fi-
nal call on issuing the yellow
alert will be taken on Monday.

Gurgaon sees first
omicron case

Gurgaon reported its first
case of the omicron variant
Sunday. Health department of-
ficials said a 30-year-old man,
who had arrived from the UK on
December 10, tested positive on
repeat RT-PCR testing for Covid
on December 18.

Rajeev Arora, additional chief
secretary, health and family wel-
fare,Haryana, said, “The patient’s
sample was sent for genome se-
quencing and he tested positive
for the omicron variant on
Sunday. He is being quarantined
inanisolation facility.”

Ahead of MCD polls,
Cong sees leaders
jumping to AAP, BJP

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

AHEAD OF the MCD polls sched-
uled for April, the Delhi Congress
and Shiromani Akali Dal in the
capital are seeing a depletion in
their ranks with several leaders
jumping ship to join either the
AAP or BJP.

At least 12 out of 31 council-
lors from the Congress have left
the party, including its biggest
leader, Mukesh Goel, who joined
AAP. Goel was the leader of the
party in the North MCD.

In the SAD, councillor Raja
Igbal Singh, who is the current
North MCD mayor, and former
MLA Manjinder Singh Sirsa have
joined the BJP. SAD former na-
tional vice-president Sardar
Kuldeep Singh Bhogal also
joined the BJP last week.

According to BJP insiders, a
fresh pushisbeing made toreach
out to the Sikh community — a
meeting of its Sikh cell was held
on Friday while Home Minister
Amit Shah visited Sirsa’s residence
on Saturday. “We have sent out a
message that SAD leaders are wel-
come; there are more people who
we are in talks with,” said BJP na-
tional spokesperson R P Singh.

A senior BJP leader said dur-
ing the Sikh cell meeting, it was
decided that community leaders
will reach out to people and tell
them of the work done by PM
Narendra Modi for them.

However, Delhi SAD presi-
dent Harmeet Singh Kalka said

the party is intact and it will fight
the polls: “Some people have left
but we have a fresh energy from
those who won the gurdwara
committee elections.”

In the Congress camp, out of
the 12 councillors who left, 10
have joined AAP. Delhi Congress
president Anil Chaudhary said,
“Yes, it's true that people have left
but those from other parties have
also joined. These things happen
around elections, but it won’t
damage the party.” Insiders,
however, said more than one-
third of the leadership switching
sides is a matter of concern.

AAP leader Durgesh Pathak
said the main reason behind peo-
ple joining the party is because
they are convinced by the leader-
ship skills of CM Arvind Kejriwal.

Asenior AAP leader said, “For
Congress leaders, it is easier to
join AAP because ideologically
they are closer to us than BJP.
Secondly there is an impression
that three years of anti-incum-
bency has built up against BJP
leaders in the MCDs.”

The BJP has been ruling all
three MCDs since 2012.

YELLOW Restrictions will be allowed to take a
Positivity rate over 0.5% for M Timings of shops in maximum of two
two consecutive days or markets and malls will be passengers
1,500 casesinaweek or from 10 am to 6 pm. M Construction activities
average occupancy of oxygen halt. Only those sites
beds at 500 for a week ORANGE offering accommodation
L M Positivity rate over 2% for | facilities tolabourers will be

Restrictions two consecutive days or allowed
M Odd-Even in markets 9,000 cases in a week or M Only factories producing
(except for essential items) average occupancy of essential commodities will
B Market timing-10amto | oxygenbedsat 1,000 fora be allowed if workers can
8pm week live on site
B One weekly market per L
week allowed per Restrictions RED
municipal zone M All malls and markets to M Positivity rate over 5% for

close (except essential two consecutive days or
AMBER services and items) 16,000 cases in a week or
M Positivity rate over 1% for | M Metro services to close, average occupancy of
two consecutive days or buses to operate with 50% oxygen beds at 3,000 fora
3,500 cases in a week or seating capacity only with week
average occupancy of passengers engaged in M More restrictions will
oxygen beds at 700 for a essential activities be in place for public
week M Autos, cabs, e-rickshaws transport

Musical on

Ambedkar
postponed

New Delhi: A musical on the life
of Dr B R Ambedkar, organised
by the Delhi government, slated
forrelease on January 5, has been
postponed due to rising Covid
cases. CM Kejriwal tweeted,
“Delhi Govt had planned a grand
show... this show is being post-
poned in light of rising Covid
cases. We shall announce a new
date as soon as the situation im-
proves.” ENS
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Delhi International
Airport Limited

Delhi International Airport Limited
has established a Noise Complaint
Cell. In case of any grievance or
suggestion on high level of aircraft
noise kindly contact IGI Airport
Noise Complaint Cell at our 24 hr
helpline no.: 011- 47198600

Notification No. 04/2021

wwwi.sliet.ac.in.
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Sant Longowal Institute of Engineering and Technology
(Deemed to be University under MoE)

Longowal-148106, Distt. Sangrur, Punjab

WALK IN INTERVIEW
FOR ENGAGEMENT OF ASSISTANT TRAINING & PLACEMENT LIAISON OFFICER
(PURELY ON CONTRATUAL BASIS)

The Institute will conduct walk-in-interview on 12.01.2022 for contractual engagement of
Assistant Training & Placement Liaison Officer on a consolidated remuneration ranging
from Rs. 36,000/- to 45,000/- per month. For more detailS, please visit the Institute’s website
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IN THE CAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST 24 HOURS

1,09,032 4

] E

Total Vacant
TOTAL CASES HOSPITALBEDS 13,494 = 13,234
14,43,352 | icusens 2781 2155
Cases Recoveries | Deaths Tests §
Dec25 249 96 1 57295 &
Dec26 290 120 1 52,947 §
Total 1103* 1417144 | 25105 32399242
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15-year-old
boy jumps off
sixth floor of
building, dies

New Delhi: A15-year-old
boy died after allegedly
jumping off the sixth
floor of a building on
Saturday night, police
said. “At the time
(around 8.30 pm), the
boy’s parents had gone
to Mayur Vihar market
and the boy was alone at
home. He was taken to
Max Hospital by the
neighbours, where he
was declared dead after
initial treatment. So far,
no foul play is suspected
and further enquiry
is on,” said DCP
(East Delhi) Priyanka
Kashyap.

Onedead, 2
injured as
carrams

intodivider

New Delhi: A35-year-old
man was killed and two
others were severely in-
jured after their car
rammed into a divider
and turned turtle in
Vasant Kunj Sunday.
Police said the deceased
was identified as Ankit
Kumar. The injured,
Aditya and Rajkumar,
both aged 35, are under-
going treatment at AIIMS
Trauma Centre. “At 7.40
am, Vasant Kunj South
police station received in-
formation about an acci-
dent near Mahipalpur
flyover. Police found the
damaged carand rescued
its occupants,” a senior
police officer said. All
three men were taken to
AIIMS, where Ankit was
declared dead on arrival.

Nigerian
national
jumpstodeath

Noida: A 25-year-old
Nigerian national al-
legedly jumped to death
from the 14th floor of a
housing society in
Greater Noida Sunday.
Police said the victim had
come to India four days
ago from Nigeria. “We re-
ceived information thata
woman died after jump-
ing from the balcony of a
flat. Prima facie it appears
tensions with her family
led her totake the extreme
step. We are ascertaining
further details,” said a po-
lice officer fromBeta 2 po-
lice station. ENS

Man held for
impersonating

magistrate

New Delhi: A35-year-old
man who allegedly
posed as a chief judicial
magistrate of Gurgaon
was arrested during a
vehicle checking drive at
Paharganj circle, police
said. PTI

Razing Supertech twin
towers: Delays, challenges

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, DECEMBER 26

ALMOST A month after the
deadline to demolish two tow-
ers of a Supertech housing proj-
ectin Noida, set by the Supreme
Court, expired, the buildings are
still standing.

On August 30, a bench of
Justices DY Chandrachud and M
R Shah upheld a2014 Allahabad
High Court judgment which or-
dered the demolition of the two
towers at Emerald Court, located
in Noida Sector 93A.The SCruled
that the demolition had to be
completed within three months.

After several rounds of con-
sultation between the Noida
Authority, Supertech builders,
and specialist agencies, plans are
being drawn up and an agency is
to be selected.

As per court orders, demoli-
tion has to be carried out by
Supertech under supervision of
government authorities in Noida
and in consultation with the
Central Building Research
Institute (CBRI), Roorkee. So far,
the company thatis supposed to
execute the demolition is yet to
be selected and it will likely take
another six months to bring
down the towers. The position,
location and structure of the tow-
erswillalso be a challenge for the
executing agencies.

The demolition

Supertech Ltd had nominated
the names of two companies,
Edifice Engineering and Genesis
Engineering, to provide demoli-
tion services and solutions. One
of the two will be selected by the
Noida Authority in consultation
with the RWA and CBRI Two
weeks ago, Edifice Engineering
gave its presentation on their
proposed demolition.

Insuch cases, the companies
prefer the ‘implosion’ method.
As per experts, the explosive
charges are placed at strategic
points in pillars, beams and the
detonation causes the structure
to collapse into the compound
itself. It is also referred to as the
‘waterfall’ method since it re-
sembles dropping water from a
height in which the splash rep-
resents the spread of debris.

The Mumbai-based company
was the executing agency in
bringing down three of the four
towers under the illegal Maradu
Apartments in Kochi in January
2020.The controlled demolition
of the four towers, which violated
Coastal Zone Regulations (CRZ),
was hailed as near “perfect”, ac-
cording to company partner
Utkarsh Mehta, with no damage
to structures in the vicinity. The
entire structure was brought
down in six seconds using the
‘implosion’ method.

Edifice Engineering will be
roping in Jet Demolition, a South
Africa-based company that pro-
vides professional demolition
services to industries and multi-
national clients.

“If our company is selected,
the blast plan will be prepared
by Jet. They have an entire team
which will be assessing the area,
the impact, and the structure. It
is a very technical process since
every detail, from the fall to the
post-explosion debris, is taken
into account. The plan will be
further executed by our com-

On August 30, the Supreme Court had ordered the
demolition of the two towers at Emerald Court, located in
Noida Sector 93A. Gajendra Yadav

DEC 2006: Revised plan
sanctioned for project, as
per new regulations, and
two floors, two towers and
ashopping complex are
approved

MARCH 2010: Third
revised plan sanctioned by
authorities, allowing
Supertech to raise 40 floors
as a part of the two new

THE TIMELINE
NOV 2004: Noida towers
Authority allots plot to DEC2012: RWA approaches
Supertechin Sector 93Afor  Allahabad High Court to
development of Emerald quash revised plan,
Court demands demolition of the
JUNE 2005: Building plan two towers alleging various
sanctioned under New violations and misre-
Okhla Industrial presentations on part of
Development Area Supertech
Building Regulations and APRIL 2014: Allahabad HC
Directions, 1986, for orders demolition of the
construction of 14 towers, two towers. It said distance
each with 10 floorsand a between the building
total height of 37 metres blocks must be at least 16
JUNE 2006: Additional metres under NBR 2010
land area in same plot and Supertech, in collusion
leased to Supertech under with authorities, obtained
same conditions sanctions for the layout

THE PROJECT

which violated mandatory
requirement. The UP Fire
Prevention and Fire Safety
Act, 2005 has also been
violated, the court held
AUG 2021: Supreme Court
upholds the High Court
judgment and orders the
demolition to be
completed within three
months. Deadlines lapses

COSTOF CEYANE AND APEXTOWERS
EMERALD Areaof twintowers  6,556.51 sqmts
COURT

Total establishments 915 apartments,

21 shops

t750cr

No. of bookings

633

pany on the ground,” said Mehta.

The South African demolition
specialist, based in Randburg,
was named ‘Best of the Best’ at
the World Demolition Awards
(WDA). It also won in the
Explosive Demolition category.
Both awards were for the suc-
cessful implosion of the 108-me-
tre-high, 22-storey Bank of
Lisbon building in Johannesburg
in November 2019.

The Bank of Lisbon building
was demolished following the
death of three firemen in
September 2019. The Gauteng
provincial government made the
decision toimplode the building
following a structural assess-
ment which deemed it unsafe.
The Lisbonimplosion was one of
the biggest in the world which
used nearly 900 kg of explosives
to bring down the tower.

The building was surrounded
by structures, and no building

nearby sustained any damage as
the bank went down, Mehta said.
Jet Demolition demolished the
structure in less than 30 seconds.

In the Supertech case, chal-
lenges the officials will face is the
slant of the building and the cho-
sen direction of the collapse. “In
every demolition, our effort is to
ensure there is no damage to ar-
eas around it. In the Supertech
case, there is a driveway leading
up tothe building, whichis weak.
For this, we are taking the south-
east direction, which has ample
space and a slight slant will be
given,” said Mehta.

As per officials, there will be
apre-blast and post-blast assess-
ment. Prior to the blast, aspects
including evacuation radius, area
in which debris will collect and
weak points of the building are
considered. Following the blast,
the engineering company will
take a survey from locals living

No cooked mid-day meals at Delhi schools

for now, education

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

SCHOOLS IN Delhi have been
shuttling between opening and
closing for primary and middle
school children, but reintroduc-
ing cooked mid-day meals is not
on the cards for now.

Last month, the Ministry of
Education’s Department of School
Education and Literacy had writ-
ten to states and union territories,
advising them to “resume provi-
sion of hot cooked meals to eligi-
ble students attending schools by
adhering to prevalent Covid-ap-
propriate protocols and social dis-
tancing norms as prescribed by
the competent authority”.

Among states where cooked
mid-day meals have resumed
are Karnataka and Uttarakhand.

In lieu of cooked meals, the
Delhi government had begun dis-
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In lieu of cooked meals, the govt had begun distributing
dry ration to students last December. Archive

tribution of dry ration —amount-
ing to 145 grams per day for chil-
dren up to class V and 217 grams
per day for classes VI to VIl — last
December. They were givenration
fora period of 6 months from July
to December 2020, and monthly
starting from this January.

Though physical classes have
been off and on for children of el-
igible grades since November 1,
cooked mid-day meals are not
likely to resume soon with the
education department citing a
logistical challenge.

“We will stick to distributing

dept cites logistics

dryration for the time being. Even
when schools are open, only 50%
of the children are allowed to
come on a given day to maintain
Covid protocol. Re-introducing
cooked meals in schools poses
the challenge of how to cater to
students who are not coming to
school on the given day. Juggling
both ration distribution and
cooked meals does not seem fea-
sible. Ration distribution can
reach more children for now,”
said a senior government official.

According to Arvind Singh of
Matri Sudha, an NGO which
works in the field of nutrition,
there is scope to ensure nutrition
quality and standards when hot-
cooked meals are consumed by
children in school. “Once dry ra-
tion kits are given, there is no way
to ensure that the food — which
ismeasured as per the child’s nu-
trition requirement — is going to
their stomach,” he said.

in the area to assess if any dam-
age was done to their houses or
flats. The exercise prevents any
claims of damage that could be
made following the demolition.

Genesis Engineering, the sec-
ond company in the fray, will
present its demolition plan in
the coming weeks. They too will
be using the implosion method
and taking technical assistance
from companies based abroad.

“We are well equipped to
carry out the demolition. We
have partner agencies based in
USand UK, which we willinclude
in the technical assessment. The
other decisions will be taken
once the presentation process is
done,” said Piyush Gandhi, MD,
Genesis Engineering.

The company carried out
demolitions of the Atrium 2 proj-
ect in Mumbai and Langham
Palace in Pune. The expertise of
the organisation liesin “industrial,
plantand factory demolition serv-
ices along with high reach demo-
lition excavator services”.

The task for the executing
agencies will be to prevent dam-
age to the closest Aster Tower in
the Emerald Court compound. A
gas supply pipeline runninginthe
premises will have to be shut for
the duration of the implosion.
Nearly 600 families reside in the
housing compound. From wire
meshes to sandbags, several other
tools will be used to prevent the
debris from spilling over to far off,
risking damage to other buildings.

Both Ceyane and Apex are
nearly 100 metres tall. Following
the third revised plan, it was al-
lowed for Supertech to raise the
height to 121 metres and the
number of floors from 24 to 40.
The available ground clearance
for the Supertech demolition is
9 metres, officials said.

For the RWA, which was the
main petitioner in the case, it has
been a long battle that needs to
find its conclusion. “It has been
a back and forth between the
Noida Authority and Supertech.
All organisations have been put-
ting the onus on each other... This
will send a strong message to the
officials that builders will not be
given a free hand. It is likely that
the demolition will take a lot of
time. So our fight continues,”
said RWA president UBS Teotia.

The RWA had alleged vari-
ous violations and misrepresen-
tations by the developer in
building the two towers. It also
sought setting aside permission
granted to link the two towers
through a space frame, in court.
Supertech had argued that the
two towers were sanctioned in
accordance with Noida Building
Regulations, 2006. The author-
ities in Noida told the court that
permission for connecting the
towers was granted only after
the design was approved by IIT-
Roorkee.

Ordering demolition, the
Allahabad High Court in 2014
had raised issues with the way
the buildings were constructed
and rights of other residents in
terms of “ventilation, light and
air and adherence to fire safety
norms”.

The Supreme Court had fur-
ther ordered Supertech Limited,
the developer, to refund all exist-
ing flat purchasers the amount
invested along with an interest
of 12% per annum within a pe-
riod of two months.

DDA SPECIAL HOUSING SCHEME

Now, visit sample flats

before making a bid

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

AS PART of its special housing
scheme, the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) has provided a
facility for prospective buyers to
visit sample flats in different lo-
calities. They will be assisted by
an DDA official for the same.

On Thursday, the DDA
launched its special scheme in
which 18,335 flats are on sale in
four categories — High Income
Group (HIG), Middle Income
Group (MIG), Lower Income
Group (LIG) and Janta flats — at
areas such as Jasola, Dwarka,
Rohini, and Narela.

Asenior DDA official said these
sample flats are in Dwarka 19 B
and 16 B, Jasola, Sirsapur, Rohini
Sector34and 35, Narela, Mangla-
puri. He said that DDA officials
would be present at the sites from
10am to 6 pm to assist people.

The exactlocation of the flats
and their categories have been
uploaded on the DDA website. A
dedicated help desk has been set
up at its office at DDA Vikas
Sadan for resolving people's
grievances regarding the scheme.

There are 205 flats in the HIG
category of which 182 are at
Jasola. These are priced between
Rs19toRs2.1 crore. There are 976

S

FLATS ON OFFER

B HIG (3 BHK): 202
in Jasola, Vasant Kunj,
Paschim Vihar

B HIG (2 BHK): 3
in Vasant Kunj block F

B MIG (2 BHK): 976
in Dwarka, Vasant Kunj,
Jahangirpuri, Narela

ELIG (1 BHK): 11,452
in Dwarka, Rohini,
Narela, Zafrabad,
Sirsapur, Lok Nayak
Puram

B EWS or Janta: 5,702
in Manglapuri, Narela,
Rohini, Shivaji Marg

Days after man
abducted and
beaten up, police
yet to trace wife

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

FOUR DAYS after a 22-year-old
man was abducted and beaten
up by his wife’s family members,
who objected to their relation-
ship and wedding, police have
said the woman is untraceable
and suspect her parents have
forcibly taken her away. “We are
conducting raids to nab her par-
ents and two uncles and rescue
her,” a senior police officer said.

The accused had kidnapped
the man on December 22, soon
after the couple exited the Rajouri
Garden police station, where they
had gone tofilea complaint. They
assaulted him and cut off his pri-
vate parts, police said.

Sofar, seven people have been
arrested. “The woman’s grand-
mother and aunt were arrested
first. On Saturday night, we ar-
rested her two brothers, two
cousins and a brother-in-law
from UP’s Moradabad. They were
heading to Jim Corbett park.
Some of them have a criminal
background,” a senior police offi-
cer said, adding that her 17-year-
old cousin was detained as well.

The man’s brother mean-
while told The Indian Express that
they have requested police to
trace the woman.

According to police, the man,
aresident of Rajouri Garden, met
the woman on a social network-
ing site three years ago. “Their

friendship soon grew into a rela-
tionship. The couple eloped and
got married on December 21 in
Jaipur. When they informed the
woman’s parents about their
wedding, they decided to teach
the manalesson,” an officer said.

The man alleged his wife’s
family had objected to their re-
lationship from the startand had
allegedly threatened him many
times. He said, “After coming to
Delhi, I decided to move an appli-
cation for police protection. On
December 22, we went to Rajouri
Garden police station tofileacom-
plaint. Ahead constable called our
families to the station to resolve
the issue but they couldn’t come.
As soon as I left the station and
reached TDI mall in Moti Nagar,
2.5kmaway,Iwas surrounded by
15 people who took me to their
house inSagarpur, where they as-
saulted me brutally.” An officer
said the family dumped him
thinking he was dead.

Later, a PCR call was made to
police regarding the assault, but
anassistant sub-inspector did not
lodge an FIR immediately. The ASI
has since been suspended. The
head constable at the police sta-
tion was suspended as well for
calling the families earlier instead
of filing a complaint.

AnFIR has now beenfiled un-
der sections of attempt to murder
and abduction. Additional DCP
(West district) Prashant Priya
Gautam said, “The two personnel
have been suspended.”
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People can apply for the
scheme till Feb 7. Archive

flats in the MIG category in areas
like Dwarka Sector 19, Dwarka
Sector 16, Narela Sector Al.In 1
BHK category of LIG, 11,452 flats
are up for salein areas like Narela,
Rohini, Sirsapur. There are 5,702
Janta flats, mostly in Narela.

The houses in the special
scheme are from previous
schemes — unsold or surren-
dered — which have been
clubbed together and offered at
acheaper rate, said a DDA official.

The official said people can
apply for the scheme till
February 7: “Based on the re-
sponse, draw of lots is likely to be
held in February end.”

Delhi gets
first spell of
winter rain

City's AQI on Sunday was
‘severe’. Gajendra Yadav

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

DELHI RECEIVED its first spell of
winter rain on Sunday, with the
rain gauges recording 3.4 mm till
11.30 pm. Light rain continued
till late at night. The national cap-
ital, which usually receives 5.6
mm of rainin November, did not
receive any during the month.
According to officials at the
India Meteorological
Department, light rainis expected
on Monday and Tuesday as well.
Because of overcast condi-
tions, the maximum tempera-
ture, at 21.4 degrees Celsius, and
the minimum, at 9.8 degrees
Celsius, were both above normal.
The temperature over the next
two days is expected to be be-
tween 22 and 10 degrees Celsius.
The city’s AQI, which stood at
459inthe ‘severe’ category, is ex-
pected to see an improvement
over the next two days, primarily
because of the rain. SAFAR fore-
casted the AQI will be in the ‘very
poor’ range during this time.

‘Wanted to take son to exam next day’: Kin

of man who died ti

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

DAYS AFTER a retired govern-
ment school teacher died of car-
diac arrest while trying to stop
a carjacking, his family said he
had stepped out to fill petrol in
his WagonR so he could take his
son for an exam the next morn-
ing when two men decided to
steal the vehicle.

The incident took place on
Thursday around 11 pmnear G3S
mallin Rohini’s Sector 11. The vic-
tim, Ramesh Chander Rana (65),
tried to stop the accused by hang-
ing on to the door. He was
dragged on the road for a few me-
tres before he collapsed and died.

“He left home that night to fill
petrol, so he could take our
younger son to his exam centre
the next day. We can’t believe he
isn’t with us anymore... he al-
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The victim, Ramesh Chander
Rana, was aretired govt
school teacher

ways wanted to do good for oth-
ers... he dreamed big for his chil-
dren and grandchildren,” said his
wife, Vijaya Rana.

Rana used to work at a gov-
ernment school in Rajouri
Garden as a physical education
teacher before he retired in 2018.

He is survived by his wife,
daughter, and son.

“The day started like any other

New Delhi

day.He went outand came home
around 9.30 pm. Our son had to
appear for the Central Teachers
Eligibility Test (CTET) on Friday
morningand the exam centre was
far,somy husband decided to step
out to fill up fuel so he could drop
him. He was excited as he wanted
our son to get a government job. I
do not know if the men were fol-
lowing him...the carwas noteven
new, we had bought it 10 years
ago.TherewasRs 1lakhinside the
car whichmy husband needed for
personal work... but he was in a
rushand forgot to take it out,” said
Vijaya, who works as a section of-
ficer at a government school in
Mukarba Chowk.

Recounting their last conver-
sation, she said: “He called
around 10.30 pm and said he
was near G3S mall and would be
home in 10-15 minutes for din-
ner. Those were his last words...
After a while, a police officer

ng to stop carjacking

came home and said my hus-
band had met with an accident
and was in the hospital. When
my son and I got there, doctors
said he was brought dead on ar-
rival. His head was covered in
blood, his backbone and hip
were broken... He was strong and
fit despite his age...”

His daughter Sameeksha
Mathur, an English teacher at a
government school in Rohini
Sector 22, said, “He was fun-lov-
ing...he worked even after retire-
ment, teaching poor children on
the streets. During the pan-
demic, he even provided food
and ration to the poor.”

Police on Saturday said the
carjackers were nabbed.

DCP (Rohini district) Pranav
Tayal identified the accused as
Kapil Tiwari (27) and a 17-year-
old boy. They had left the car in
Shahbad Dairy after the incident
and fled.
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CORONA ISN'T OVER
REMEMBER TO FOLLOW
ALL COVID PRECAUTIONS

Wear a mask properly

Wear your mask before
stepping out of the house.

Wash your hands frequently

Wash your hands regularly with
soap or use sanitizer for atleast
20 seconds.

Practice social distancing

Avoid going to crowded places,
and remember to maintain a
Mminimum distance of 6 feet.

"According to experts, Omicron spreads ver',r rapidly, but
there is no need to panic. Continue to wear your mask and
remember to follow all covid norms.”

- Arvind Kejriwal

DIF/SHABDARTH/D/ 6202 1-22

Department of Health & Family Welfare, Government of NCT of Delhi
e u Tl b -
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BRAHMIN OUTREACH

THE BJPleadership in Uttar Pradesh may deny that there is dis-
illusionment in the Brahmin community over the style of func-
tioning of the Yogi Adityanath government but the party’s cen-
tral leadership appears to have taken this into account. In order
to spread the message that the BJP government in the state
has always worked for Brahmins, central leaders, including
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, who s in charge of
UP elections, in a meeting with state leaders from the com-
munity, formed a panel of Brahmin leaders to initiate an out-
reach programme in all 403 Assembly constituencies. The
panel has senior leaders Shiv Pratap Shukla (Rajya Sabha chief
whip), Mahesh Sharma, Abhijat Mishra and Ram Bhai
Mokariya (MP from Gujarat). Incidentally, the party is keen on
roping in Union Minister Ajay Mishra, whose sonis an accused
in the Lakhimpur Kheri violence, as well for the party’s cam-
paign among the upper castes, sources said. BJP leaders said
the party cannot afford to ignore the community, which con-
stitutes 17 per cent of the population.

MoviNG OuT

AFTER THE BSF celebrated its raising day on December 5 on
the India-Pakistan border in Jaisalmer, the government has
now asked all forces to celebrate their respective raising day
outside Delhi. While border guarding forces have been sug-
gested to celebrate their key days near the borders they guard,
other paramilitary forces have been asked to look for loca-
tions in regions of their operation. Recently, the government
even suggested the Army, which celebrates Army Day on
January 15 in Delhi, to move out of the Capital. However,
sources said, the Army asked to be excused for this year since
all preparations had already been made and it would be dif-
ficult to move out of Delhi at the last minute.

‘HUNAR MAN’

UNION MINISTRY for Minority Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
is now being called the “Hunar Man” by artisans and crafts-
men. The moniker has been bestowed on him since the he
has been travelling the length and breadth of the country, in-
augurating the ministry’s flagship programme, the Hunar
Haats, which showcase artisans and traditional craftsmen
fromall over the country. The Haats are a way of giving the ar-
tisans exposure as well as some income. They have been do-
ing so during much of the pandemic as well. Often, the min-
ister invites colleagues, ministers and Governors as well as
senior BJP leaders, to attend these haats.

UP raids: Yogi
says businessman
has links with SP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PRAYAGRAJ, DECEMBER 26

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Sunday said
that the businessman whose
premises was raided by central
agencies recently is linked to the
Samajwadi Party, a charge de-
nied by the Opposition party
earlier.

Unaccounted Rs 150 crore in
cash was unearthed ina series of
raids by various agencies on the
premises of Kanpur-based in-
dustrialist Piyush Jain, sources
said on Friday. The BJP had said
that he had links with the SP.

Addressing a public meeting
in Prayagraj, the CM said around
Rs 100 crore more recovered
from the trader. “For the past
two-three days, continuous raids
are being conducted on the
premises of a person belonging
to the SP..This money belongs to
the poor,” he said.

IN POLL-BOUND GOA

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addresses supporters during BJP’s Jan Vishwas Yatra, in
Kasganj, Uttar Pradesh, on Sunday. AN

Akhilesh wants to stop
Ram temple work: Shah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 26

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday lashed out at the
Samajwadi Party (SP), alleging
thatits president Akhilesh Yadav
was planning to stop the con-
struction of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya if elected to power in
the upcoming state elections.

Shah claimed that Akhilesh
was upset with the BJP because
the Narendra Modi government
at the Centre had outlawed the
practice of triple talaq to do jus-
tice to Muslim women, and be-
cause the Prime Minister had
laid the foundation of the Ram
Temple that would be ready
within months.

Referring to the police firing
on kar sevaks who had gathered
near the Ramjanmabhoomi site
in Ayodhya in 1990 — the
Mulayam Singh government
was in power at the time — Shah
said, “Who had opened fire on
kar sevaks? Which party had
opened fire? Who had brought
down the Kalyan Singh govern-
ment? He [Akhilesh] waits and
dreams...that UP public will

elect him and he will lock Ram
Janmabhoomi...Akhilesh babu,
use your strength as much as you
canbut no one can stop the work
of Ram Lalla temple.”

The Home Minister alleged
that the SP and the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) indulged in
caste-based politics and will
work for only their vote banks.
In contrast, the BJP’s motto was
“sabka saath, sabka vikaas [to-
gether, development for all]”, he
added. Shah appealed to the
crowd to defeat the SP and the
BSP, and help the ruling party
cross the 300-seat mark in UP.

The minister made the com-
ments at two public meetings
organised as part of the party’s
Jan Vishwas Yatra in Other
Backward Class (OBC)-domi-
nated areas in the Braj and
Kanpur-Bundelkhand regions.
He said the BJP’s victories in the
2014 and 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions and the 2017 Assembly
polls would not have been possi-
ble without the guidance of for-
mer chief minister Kalyan Singh
whodied in Lucknow on August
21, aged 89. Singh was a promi-
nent OBCleader and a Hindutva
icon, and was in power in 1992

when the Babri Masjid was de-
molished.

One of Shah’s meetings was
organised in Kasganj under the
Etah parliamentary con-
stituency.In the 2009 Lok Sabha
polls, Kalyan Singh was elected
from the constituency that is
currently held by his son Rajveer.
“Kalyan Singh was the first to
speak about the backward class
people in Uttar Pradesh, and it
was he who gave rights to the
people of the backward castes,”
said the Union minister.

Shah said that during the rule
of the Akhilesh Yadav govern-
ment, “SP goons” used to harass
people and there was a “dada, a
bahubali [strongman] and one
mini CM” in every district. “In the
five years of the Adityanath-led
government, goons have fled
UP,” he added. Shah alleged that
more than 700 riots occurred in
Akhilesh’s five-year rule. In con-
trast, no one would dare indulge
in riots now, he added.

He said “3 Ps” dominated the
SP’s rule — parivarwad (nepo-
tism), pakshpaat (favouritism),
and palayan (exodus). The BJPre-
placed these with politics of de-
velopment, he said.

Health Secy to brief EC on Covid
situation in poll-bound states today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

IN THE backdrop of the highly in-
fectious Omicron variant de-
tected in several pockets of the
country, Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan will brief the
Election Commission on
Monday on the Covid-19 situa-
tion in states where Assembly
elections are scheduled to be
held early next year.
Significantly, the Health
Secretary had on December 23
directed the poll-bound states to
“exponentially ramp up vaccina-
tion” - especially in the “low cov-
erage districts” to protect the
vulnerable population.
Bhushan, during the review
meeting with all states, also
raised a red flag that pockets
with low vaccination coverage
may be more vulnerable to the
new Omicron variant, and that

Union
Health
Secretary
| Rajesh
Bhushan

district administrations have to
pay special attention to ramp up
vaccination in these pockets.
Elections are expected in Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, Uttarakhand,
Goa and Manipur early next year.

On December 23, the direc-
tions by Bhushan came just
hours before Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held a meeting
with officials in the backdrop of
the emergence of Omicron.

The Health Ministry has sent
multidisciplinary teams to Uttar
Pradesh and Punjab - for report-
ing vaccination below the na-
tional average. Uttar Pradesh has
administered acumulative 19.45
crore doses — 83 per cent have re-

VACCINATION COVERAGE IN AN *
ELECTION-BOUND STATES o

First dose coverage | Second dose coverage
Uttar Pradesh | [ 83% I 46%
Punjab I 7% o 41%
Uttarakhand | [N 99.76% | I 80%
Goa I 2% I 70%
Manipur I 67% I 50%

ceived first dose and 46 per cent
are fully vaccinated. Punjab has
administered a cumulative 2.60
crore doses - 77 per cent have re-
ceived first dose and 41 per cent
are fully vaccinated.

The teams, which will re-
mained stationed in the states
for the next 3 to 5 days, will as-
sess the situation, suggest reme-
dial actions and submit a report
every evening by 7 pm. They will

specifically look at five areas:
contact tracing, including sur-
veillance, containment opera-
tions; Covid-19 testing, includ-
ing sending of adequate samples
from clusters to INSACOG net-
work for genome sequencing;
Covid appropriate behaviour
and its enforcement; availability
of hospital beds, ventilators and
medical oxygen; and vaccination
progress.

MANN KI BAAT

Collective strength, discipline
will defeat Covid-19: PM Modi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Sunday cautioned
against the new Omicron variant
of Covid-19 and said that the
country’s collective strength lies
in self-discipline and self-aware-
ness that will eventually defeat
the coronavirus.

“It is because of everyone’s
effort that India could fight the
biggest pandemicina 100 years.
We stood by each other like a
family... everyone tried to do
more than what one could have
done. If we compare the vacci-
nation figures of the world today
with those of India, it feels that
the country has handled such an
unprecedented task... how big a
goal has been achieved,” the
Prime Minister said in his
monthly radio programme
Mann ki Baat.

“We also have to keep in
mind thata new variant of coro-
navirus has already knocked at
the door. Our experience of the
past two yearsis that our own ef-
fortasacitizenis very important
to defeat this global pandemic.
Our scientists are continuously

PM Narendra Modi

studying this new Omicron vari-
ant... In such a situation, self-
awareness, self-disciplineisinit-
self the country’s strength in
fighting against this variant of
Coronavirus.Itis this very collec-
tive strength of ours that will de-
feat coronavirus; with this very
sense of responsibility we have
to enter into 2022,” he said.

The PM’s remarks come a
day after he announced that
Covid-19 vaccination will start
January 3 onward for childrenin
the 15-18 age group, while
healthcare and frontline work-
ers will be administered a
booster — he called it “precau-
tion dose” — from January 10.

During the address, he also
remembered Chief of Defence
Staff General Bipin Rawat, his
wife and other defence person-
nel, including Group Captain
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UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh at an event to lay the foundation stone of a
BrahMos production unit and a DRDO Lab, in Lucknow. ANI

Manufacturing BrahMos
SO nO country can cast an
evil eye on us: Rajnath

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 26

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh on Sunday said India is
making BrahMos missiles not to
attack any country, but to ensure
that “no country dares to cast an
evileyeonus”.

Speaking atanevent after lay-
ing the foundation stones for the
Defence Technologies and Test
Centre and BrahMos
Manufacturing Centre in
Lucknow, Singh said: “The
BrahMos missile and other
weapons we are manufacturing
are not toattackany country. It has
never been the character of India
to attack or grab even an inch of
theland of any country...Indiaisa
peaceful country. We are not
building BrahMos to attack any
country. We want it because if a
country castsanevil eye on us, we
are capable of replying.”

Singh also lashed out at
Pakistan for organising terror at-
tacks in India. “There is a neigh-
bouring country. It got separated
fromIndia sometime back.Idon't
know why its intentions vis-a-vis
India are always bad. It commit-

Smarting from setbacks, Congress gears up to take on B]P

MAYURA JANWALKAR
PANAJI, DECEMBER 26

REELING UNDER recurrent defec-
tions fromits ranks and the emer-
gence of the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) as new con-
tenders in Goa’s electoral battle-
field, the Congress party s putting
up a brave front and trying to get
its act together in order to chal-
lenge the ruling BJP in the forth-
coming state Assembly elections.

Despite facing various set-
backsinrecentdays, the Congress
has been the first party off the
blocks to announce its first list of
eight candidates for the Goa polls
due in February 2022.

Eyeing the “anti-incumbency
factor”, the Congress has been
gearing up to take on the Pramod

% Former CM
d Pratapsingh
“J Rane

Sawant-led BJP dispensation over
itsalleged non-governance. It has
undertaken various agitations
against the BJP government over
the last several months. Its cam-
paign against a minister Milind
Naik, a three-time BJPMLA, overa
sexual exploitation case led to
Naik tendering his resignation
earlier this month.

But the Congress has been in
dire straits in Goa for a long time.
It had emerged as the single
largest party with 17 seats in the
40-member state Assembly in
February 2017 polls. It not only

failed to form its government, but
saw itslegislative strength getting
reduced consistently — to only 2
MLAs now, thatinclude Leader of
Oppositionand former chief min-
ister Digambar Kamat and the
Assembly’s senior-
most  legislator
Pratapsingh Rane, a
six-time former CM,
who has been with
the party for 45
years.

Over the last
nearly five years, the

EXPLAINED

Inrecent weeks, the Congress
lost its three MLAs: Ravi Naik to
the BJP, Luizinho Faleiro and Aleixo
Reginaldo Lourenco to the
Trinamool Congress.

Even Pratapsingh Rane’s can-
didature from his
bastion Poreim has
now come under a
shroud of uncer-
tainty as his son
Vishwajit has also
staked his claim to
contest it as a BJP
candidate, insisting

Congress just saw

warily the defection of its MLAs at
regularintervals, with has contin-
ued till recent weeks. Even by
Goa'’s standards, the party has
beenits worst sufferer. During the
lasttwo months, seven MLAs have
switched parties, three of whom
are from the Congress.

thatitis time for his

father toannounce his retirement.
Brushing aside the long saga

of setbacks, GPCC president Girish
Chodankar, however, says the de-
fections have actually been an
“opportunity” for the party. “It is
not really a question of who re-
mains or who goes. Those who

have greed for money or those
who are between two parties
were not wanted. It was our
choice not to give (election tick-
ets) to such people... We take this
as an opportunity to cleanse our
party,” he says.

Echoing the line that the AAP
and the TMCwould split the anti-
BJP votes in the Goa polls,
Chodankar claims that they had
joined the fray “only to dent” the
Congress party’s electoral
prospects. He, however, adds that
“When you are in the battlefield
you have to fightand we are giving
atough fight.”

Earlier this month, the
Congress formally announced an
alliance with the Vijai Sardesai-led
GoaForward Party. AICCin-charge
Dinesh Gundu Rao is credited
with stitching the alliance about
which Chodankar refrains from

commenting much, thereby be-
traying some disconnect between
the AICCand the GPCC.

However, senior Congress
leader and former Union law
minister Ramakant Khalap, who
isamember of the party’s mani-
festo committee for the Goa polls,
said, “When the party announced
analliance, of course, there were
repercussions. Some people felt
this was unnecessary because
GFP does not have a pan-Goa
presence, others thought they
should have merged with
Congress... Even a monolithic
party goes through this turmoil.
BJPis no exception.”

The party’s detractors have of-
ten accused the Congress of tak-
ing too long to take decisions.
Chodankar disagrees. “Where are
we late? We are the first party to
declare our candidates,” he says.

New Delhi

ted acts of terrorism in Uri and
Pulwama,” he said.

“And then our Prime Minister
(Narendra Modi)took a decision,
and we went to the soil of that
country and destroyed terrorist
hideouts. When there was a need
for air strikes, we did that suc-
cessfully. We gave the message
thatif somebody dares to castan
evil eye on us, then not just on
this side of the border, but we can
go to the other side and hit
them,” he said referring to
Balakot airstrikes of 2019 after
the Uri and Pulwama attacks.

Praising Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, the
Defence Minister said: “When |
spoke to Yogi-ji and expressed the
desire to establish this project, he
did not take a second and said the
land will be made available at the
earliest.” Hitting out at the previ-
ous governments of UP, Singh
said: “Before 2017, you know how
things were. Rioters and mafia
were on high morale... Now, one
cansay thatyour CM has ensured
law and order.”

Adityanath too said at the
event, “If someone raises an eye
onthe security of India, thenit will
not be tolerated...”

Varun Singh, who died in a heli-
copter crash near Coonoor in
Tamil Nadu earlier this month.

He mentioned the letter
Group Captain Varun Singh
wrote to the principal of his
school in Haryana in September
to thank his “teachers, instruc-
tors and peers over the years”
who helped him shape his life.

“When Varun was in the hos-
pital, I saw something on social
media that touched my heart. He
was given Shaurya Chakra in
August just this year. After this
honor, he had written a letter to
the principal of his school. After
reading this letter, the first
thought that came to my mind
was that even after reaching the
pinnacle of success, he did not
forget to nurture his roots.
Second - that when he had time
to celebrate, he showed concern
for the generations to come. He
wanted that the lives of the stu-
dents of the school that he stud-
ied in should also be a celebra-
tion.”

“In his letter, Varun Singh-ji
did not boast of his valour; in-
stead he referred to his failures.
He talked about how he con-
verted his shortcomings into
abilities,” the PM added.

Cong: Women’s

marathon held in
Jhansi, Lucknow
event tomorrow

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 26

THE CONGRESS on Sunday or-
ganised a marathon for women
in Jhansi district. The party
claimed that more than 10,000
women participated in the event
that was held as part of its out-
reach programme for womenin
the upcoming polls.

Earlier this week, the
Congress had announced it
would organise marathons in
Jhansi and Lucknow. But after it
was not granted permission to
hold the event in Lucknow, the
party said the marathon would
be held at Ekana stadium in the
city on December 28.

Speaking about the Jhansi
marathon, Congress spokesper-
son Anshu Awasthi said,
“Without using government
buses and resources, more than
10,000 women took part in the
marathon on Sunday in Jhansi.
The marathon event was a huge
success. Every woman in the
state is connecting with the
Congress’s slogan Ladki hoon, lad
sakti hoon [l am a girl, and I can
fight].” He added that, “Yogi
Adityanath (Chief Minister) is
against women, and that is why
the government didn’t allow us
to hold the event in Lucknow.”

Lucknow Commissioner DK
Thakur said, “For administrative
reasons, the permission was not
granted for an open event. We
have given them permission to
hold it in a stadium on
December 28.”

Jhansi resident Chhaya
Thakur won Sunday’s marathon.
Youth Congress president
Srinivas BV was the chief guest
atthe event.

The Congress has announced
itwill give 40 per cent of the tick-
ets for the upcoming state elec-
tions to women. It has also re-
leased a special manifesto for
women.

SKM not contesting any

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, DECEMBER 26

FARMER LEADER Rakesh Tikait
said on Sunday that the Samyukt
Kisan Morcha (SKM) will not
contest any elections.

Tikait’s comments comes
days after 22 farmer organisa-
tions, who were a part of the
(SKM) that spearheaded the
year-long farmers’ agitation, an-
nounced they will contest all the
117 seats in the forthcoming
Assembly elections in Punjab.

“Samyukt Kisan Morcha is
not contesting any elections.
Some people have gone on four
month’sleave. What can we do if
someone wants to play cards or
visit Mussoorie? After four
months we will see who went,
what all did they do, where all

Rakesh
Tikait

did they go. We have a meeting
on January 15, we will speak on
January 15,” said Tikait in Jaipur.

Tikait asserted that he does
not want to join politics.

“The government is also
there and the farmers are also
there. We will speak with them,”
said Tikait, reacting to the re-
ported statement of Union
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar,
who said that the government
took a “step back” and “will
move forward again” while talk-
ing about the three farm laws
during an event on Friday.
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MP plans to pull
back Panchayat
Act Ordinance

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, DECEMBER 26

THE MADHYA Pradesh govern-
ment on Sunday decided to with-
draw an Ordinance thatamended
the Panchayat Act, which effec-
tively nullified the rotation on
reservation and delimitation fol-
lowing the Supreme court order
staying the poll process on seats
reserved for Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) in the panchayat
elections. The moveislikely tode-
lay the panchayat elections.

“After the Supreme Court's de-
cision, the state cabinet has de-
cided to request the Governor to
withdraw this Ordinance. The de-
limitation and reservation exer-
cise ordered by the Supreme
Court cannot be possible without
withdrawing the Ordinance,” said
MP Panchayat Minister Mahendra
Singh Sisodiya duringa press con-
ference after the cabinet meeting.

The cabinet’s move to with-
draw the Ordinance is believed
to have made way for a stay on
panchayat elections.

BS Jamod, secretary state
election commission, said, “We
have not been notified about the
withdrawal of notification. Once
it is received, a meeting will be
called of all officials concerned,
including experts, to decide on
further course of action.”

When asked if the state gov-
ernment has approached state
election commission with any
request to delay the panchayat
election, BS Jamod said, “We
have not received any commu-
nication from the state govern-
ment in this regard so far.”

OnNovember 21, the state gov-
ernment passed the Madhya
Pradesh Panchayat Raj and Gram
Swaraj (Amendment) Ordinance,
2021 ahead of panchayatelections.
The Ordinance effectively annulled
thelastrotation onreservation car-
ried out by the Congress govern-

ment in 2019 and instead, the de-
limitation, rotation on reservation
exercise carried out in 2014 under
the BJPregime became effective for
the panchayat elections.

Notably, on December 23,
Madhya Pradesh unanimously
passed a resolution stating that
there will be no panchayat polls
without Other Backward Class
Reservation. The resolution was
proposed by Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan himself
who also stated that central gov-
ernment has approached
Supreme Court to review their
order and had also requested for
an early hearing in the matter.

On December 17, the apex
court stayed the reservation on
OBC seats for the upcoming gen-
eral elections and directed the
state election commission to de-
notify these seats as general
seats.The SCorder came while it
was hearing an application filed
by Congress leader Manmohan
Nagar, who had approached the
apex court pleading that the BJP
government had violated the
Constitutional provision of rota-
tionreservation and delimitation
for the panchayat polls.

Aday after the SC's order, the
State Election Commission (SEC)
had decided to postpone the
panchayat election process on
the seats reserved for OBCs.
Before the SC'’s order, a total of
155 posts of members of jila
panchayats, 1,273 members of
janpad panchayats, 4,058
sarpanchs, and 64,353 posts of
panch were reserved for OBCs
during this election process.

OnDecember4, the state elec-
tion commission announced
polling for 859 posts of district
panchayats across 52 districts in
MP, 6,727 posts under 313 Janpad
Panchayats, Sarpanchs of 22,581
village panchayats and 3,62,754
posts of Panch members will be
held in three phases - on January
6,January 28 and February 16.

PROPOSED RAIL CORRIDOR

Stick to party line or face action,
Cong Kerala unit chief to Tharoor

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBER 26

Sudhakaran on
Sunday warned of
4 action against
Shashi Tharoor if
the MP fails to
sticktothe party’s
line in the state,
days after Lok
Sabha member
publicly spoke in favour of the pro-
posed rail corridor in Kerala.

Contrary to the Congress’s op-
position, Tharoor has expressed
support for the Pinarayi Vijayan-
led LDF government’s proposal for
a semi-high speed rail corridor
project in Kerala. The
Thiruvananthapuram MPsaid the
projectwill spurdevelopmentand
investments in the state.

Addressing the media in
Kannur, Sudhakaran said no
leader has the right to reject the
party’s stand. The state unit chief
also said Tharoor may "not be in
the party” if he does not adhere.

“Everyone would have their
ownopinion. Ifheis notyielding
to the party line, he would not be
in the party. If he is yielding to

Shashi
Tharoor
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= Govt’s big
= @ infra project
THERS 63,940 crore-

SilverLine project envisions a
semi high-speed railway cor-
ridor through the state link-
ingits southern end and state
capital Thiruvananthapuram
with its northern end of
Kasaragod. The proposed 529
km-line, which aims to cover
11 districts, is believed to be
one of the largest infrastruc-
ture initiatives of the Left
Democratic Front (LDF) gov-
ernment. However, activists
say the project will uproot
ecosystems and cause ir-
reparable environmental
damage along the the path
of the route.

the party stand, he would be in
the party. It does not mean that
Tharoor has distanced from the
party,” said Sudhakaran, also an
MP from Kannur.

Last week, Sudhakaran
sought an explanation from
Tharoor after the
Thiruvananthapuram MP did
not sign a Congress petition —

addressed to Railways Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw — against the
corridor last week.

“Be it Tharoor or Sudhakaran,
nobody has the right to reject the
party stand. If a party takes a
stand, all should stick to that,”
the Congress Kerala chief said.

Tharoor’s reluctance to sign
the petition and his tweet that
“political differences should be
setaside on some issues” created
a furore within the state
Congress last week.

Amidst criticism by senior
Congress leaders, Tharoor also
praised Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan for his push for develop-
ment in Kerala.

“Enjoyed discussing Kerala’s
development with CM @vijayan-
pinarayi. On some issues it is
necessary to put political differ-
ences aside & get on with
growth. The young people of our
state deserve opportunities that
the current economic situation
does not offer them,” he wrote
on December 16.

This is not the first time that
Tharoor has aired an opinion on
investment and projects different
to party line. Last year, he backed
the move to privatise the interna-
tional airport in
Thiruvananthapuram after the
Adani Group won the bid torunit.

Maharashtra govt plans to hold Speaker
election tomorrow, seeks Governor nod

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 26

EVEN AS the Maharashtra govern-
ment plans to hold the election for
Assembly Speaker on Tuesday, a
delegation of MVA ministers
called on Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari and urged to him ap-
prove the election programme
recommended by the cabinet for
the Speaker’s post.

The MVA leaders after the
meeting said that they were hope-
ful the governor would approve
the election programme.

Sources said the cabinet on

.| Friday decided to
hold the Speaker’s
election on
December 28, and
this was communi-

cated to the gover-
Bhagat  noraccordingly. The
Singh governor has to no-
tify the election pro-

Koshyari
_ gramme for the
Speaker’s post, after
which the election will be held,
sources said.

TheSpeaker’s post fell vacantin
February after the then Speaker
NanaPatoleresigned. Subsequently,
Patole was appointed state presi-
dent of the Congress.

“The programme for the elec-
tionof the Speaker hasbeen given
with recommendation of the CM
to the Governor. We met him re-
questing toannounce the election
programme tomorrow,” said min-
ister Balasaheb Thorat of the
Congress. He was accompanied by
Shiv Sena Minister Eknath Shinde
and NCP’s Chhagan Bhujbal.

Thorat also said the name for
the Speaker’s post has not been fi-
nalised yet. However, senior
Congress leader Prithviraj Chavan
has emerged as a frontrunner
for the post. Another name doing
the round is Sangram Thopate,
sources said.

BJD does not have boss in Delhi, will cut
state poverty rate to 10% in 5 yrs: Naveen

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BHUBANESWAR,DECEMBER 26

ASSERTING THAT the Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) does not have a “boss in
Delhi”, Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on Sunday said
his party would continue to work
for people of the state, and
pledged toreduce its poverty rate
to 10 per centin the next five years.

Addressing party workers
and leaders on B]D’s 25th foun-
dation day, Patnaik, in a virtual
address, said the party was ac-

countable to the
people of Odisha,
who have turned it
into a social move-
ment.

Attacking the
state’s two main
opposition parties,
the Congress and
the BJP, the chief
minister said, “We (BJD) don’t
have a boss in Delhi. Whatever
we dois for the people of Odisha,
who are our boss."

“Behind the success of BJ]D was
the dream of the people fora pros-

Naveen
Patnaik

perous and strong Odisha. The
party will work for the next 100
years with the support of all resi-
dents of the state,” the regional
outfit’s founding president said.

With BJD preparing for rural
and urban elections early next
year, Patnaik said the party has
achieved success with the sup-
port of the people of Odisha.

“Born with the vision of the
legendary Biju Patnaik, the BJD has
now turned into a social move-
ment. The partyisasymbol of the
trustand belief of 4.5 crore people
of Odisha,” he added.
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

5041563K RFN DIL BAHAUDR GURUNG
27 DEC
On this day 5041563K Rfn Dil Bahadur Gurung of 5/1 Gorkha
Rifles made the supreme sacrifice during 'OP PAWAN', Srilanka in
Dec 1987 in a true act of valour and courage. The brave soldier
will always be remembered for his enthusiasm. To this brave heart
we pledge that we shall always be guided by his immortal spirit

and make his name proud.

CO AND ALL RANKS, 5/1 GORKHA RIFLES
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Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library

Cordially invites you to a Public Lecture
on
The Making of India- Some Early

Manifestations
By
Dr. Meenakshi Jain
Senior Fellow
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi
Tuesday, 28 December 2021 at 3:00pm
Venue:
Seminar Room, Library Building
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

Google Meet Link: https:/meet.google.com/dkj-pecf-nwf

All are Welcome
davp 09142/11/0021/2122

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-III, DELHI

4" Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001
Notice under section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions|
Act. 1993 read with Rule 12 & 13 of the Debts Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rules) 1993).

Inthe matter of
0.A.NO 302/2021

DCB BANK LTD. Vs MAYOOR KUMAR AND ORS
Applicant Defendants
D-1|MAYOOR KUMAR AND ORS.

D/W/S/0- H NO 9, ROAD NO 28, BLOCK T, DLF CITY PHASE Ill,. Gurgaon,
HARYANA -122001

Also At.B 1/1, BBLOCK, RAM PRATAP BAGH, DELHI-110009
Also At. 13, PASCHIM MARG, DLF PHASE-I, HARYANA 122001,
Also At. 25/25, 110 4THFLOOR, SHAKTINAGAR, DELHI - 110009

D-2)MANJU AGGARWAL

HOUSENO9,ROADNO28,BLOCKT, DLF CITY PHASEIl, HARYANA, GURGAON-122001
Also At.B 1/1, BBLOCK, RAM PRATAP BAGH, DELHI-110009

Also At. 13, PASCHIM MARG, DLF PHASE-I, HARYANA 122001,

Also At. 25/25, 110 4THFLOOR, SHAKTINAGAR, DELHI - 110009

D-3|M/S GIRDHAR TRADING COMPANY

HOUSENO9,ROADNO28, BLOCKT, DLF CITY PHASE IIl, HARYANA, GURGAON -122001
Also At.B 1/1, BBLOCK, RAM PRATAP BAGH, DELHI-110009

Also At. 13, PASCHIM MARG, DLF PHASE-I, HARYANA 122001,

Also At. 25/25, 110 4THFLOOR, SHAKTINAGAR, DELHI - 110009

Whereas the above named applicant has instituted a case against you and whereas it|

has been shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in

ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you to make

appearance in this Tribunal 08.02.2022 at10.30 A.M.

Take notice that in case of your failure to appear on the above mentioned day before this

Tribunal, the case will be heard and decided in your absence.

Due to ongoing Pandemic situation, all the matters will be taken up through Video

Conferencing and for that purpose: -

(i) Allthe Advocates/Litigants shall download the Cisco Webex application/software;

(i) Meeting ID and Password for the next date of hearing qua cases to be taken by
Registrar/Recovery Officer-I/and Recovery Officer-Il shall be available one day prior|
to the next date at DRT Official Portal i.e. drt.gov.in under the Public Notice Head.

(iii) Inany exigency qua that, the Advocates/Litigants can contact the concerned official
atPh.N0.23748469.

Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this the 16th day of December 2021.

BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL
N n

Powering the

Progress of

Himachal Pradesh

Ministry of Power
Government of India

Laying of
Foundation Stones

of
210 MW Luhri Stage-l Hydro Electric Project

(Shimla & Kullu)

&

66 MW Dhaulasidh Hydro Electric Project

(Hamirpur & Kangra)

= Ensuring Uninterrupted Power Supply
to Himachal Pradesh.

» Free Power to the State from Projects.

* Modern & Reliable Grid Support to
benefit other States also.

* Agriculture, Tourism, Industries and

other Sectors of Himachal to get a
Boost.

= Strengthening the Rapid Socio-
Economic Development of the State.
= New Employment Opportunities.

¢« Optimum Utilisation of Resources of
Himachal for Development of the

State.

* 100 Units for 10 years free to Project

Impacted Families.

by

Narendra Modi

Prime Minister

Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar

Governor of Himachal Pradesh

R.K. Singh

Union Minister, Power and New & BEemewable Energy

August presence

in Mandi, Himachal Pradesh on Monday, 27th December, 2021

Jai Ram Thakur
Chief Minister, Himachal Pradesh

Anurag Thakur

Unicn Minister, 188, Youth Affairs and Sports

Programme will be streamed live on DD News.

New Delhi




WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY,DECEMBER 27,2021

EXPRESS NETWORK

Mumbai records 922 new coronavirus

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 26

MUMBAI RECORDED 922 fresh
Covid-19 cases on Sunday, regis-
tering the highest rise in daily
cases since June 4 this year. The
city recorded a 21 per cent in-
crease in cases over Saturday,
when 757 cases were registered.

Covid cases in the city have
beenrising at a fast pace over the
last week. A total of 490 cases
were reported on Wednesday,
602 on Thursday and 683 on
Friday. As of Sunday the city has
4,295 active cases.

The daily case positivity rate
has also gone up to 2.64 per cent,
with BMC conducting 34,819
tests across the city. The positiv-
ity rate has been steadily increas-
ing over the past few days. On
Saturday, when the BMC con-
ducted 42,427 tests, the positiv-
ity rate stood at 1.78 per cent. On
Friday, with 40,742 tests, the pos-
itivity rate was 1.68 per cent.

According to the daily Covid
report, 326 patients were recov-
ered and discharged from hospi-
tal on Sunday.

Meanwhile, 1,648 fresh
Covid cases were reported in
Maharashtra and 918 patients
discharged after recovery.

As per the state govern-
ment’s Covid-19 bulletin,
Maharashtra reported 31 new
cases of Omicron, of which 27
were from Mumbai, two from
Thane, one each in Pune rural
and Akola. With this,
Maharashtra’s Omicron case
tally has reached 141.

Big crowds gathered near the Gateway of India in Mumbai on Sunday. Ganesh Shirsekar

Case count in Ahmednagar school
rises to 51, declared containment zone

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
PUNE, DECEMBER 26

THE NUMBER of coronavirus
positive cases at the Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya in
Maharashtra’s Ahmednagar dis-
trict has gone up to 51, whichin-
cludes 48 students, a health of-
ficial said on Sunday.

Their samples are being sent
for genome sequencing to know
whether they are carrying the
Omicron variant of coronavirus,

Himachal sees Ist Omicron case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLADECEMBER 26

HIMACHAL PRADESH on
Sunday recorded its first
Omicron case.

Confirming the positive case,
special secretary (health) and
Director of National Health
Mission Hem Raj Wairva said
that a 45-year-old woman from
Mandi has tested positive for the
variant. The patient had received
both the doses of the vaccine.

She had returned from
Canada on December 3 and had
done a RT-PCR test on the 8th
day (December 11). Her sample

was sent to Delhi for genome se-
quencing and a positive report
was received from WSG labora-
tory on December 26.

However, the woman has re-
covered now, testing negative on
December 24, he added. He said
that three of her primary con-
tacts have tested negative.

A government spokesper-
son said that 2,167 interna-
tional passengers have arrived
in the state since November 20,
2021.He said that 1,747 of them
could take the RT-PCR test,
whereas, the remaining 420
were either untraceable or
have not completed 14 days of
home isolation.

After Christmas prayers,
church vandalised in Ambala

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 26

A STATUE of Jesus Christ was
damaged allegedly by two sus-
pects at the entrance gate of
British-era historical Holy
Redeemer Church in Ambala
Cantonment in the early hours fol-
lowing Midnight Mass on Sunday.

According to Father Patras
Mundu of Holy Redeemer
Church, Redemptorists, Ambala,
“The Church is centuries old, is
of extremely historic value as it
was established in 1840s.Itis the
first such incident of vandalisa-
tion in this Church”.

The district police have
launched the investigations.
“Two suspects were seen in the
CCTV cameras footage who had
trespassed into the Church prop-

erty in the early hours of Sunday,
broke some lights and van-
dalised the statue, following the
Christmas prayers,” a senior po-
lice officer said.

Preliminary investigations
suggest that the incident took
place between 12.30 am and 140
am. The suspects stayed on the
Church’s premises for an hour.

Astheincidentcametolight,a
team of Ambaladistrict police led
by ASP Pooja Dabla, DSP (Ambala
Cantt) Ram Kumar, Cantt police
station incharge Anil Kumar and
Crime Investigation Incharge
reached the church, inspected the
spot and initiated investigations.

AFIRwasregistered at Ambala
Cantt police station, against two
unidentified suspects on charges
of hurting religious sentiments
and for desecrating statue of Jesus,
trespassing and mischief.

another official said.

A few days earlier, 19 stu-
dents from the residential school
in Parner tehsil had tested posi-
tive for the viral infection. The
school has over 400 students
across classes 5 to 12.

All the students and staff
members were subjected to RT-
PCR tests, Parner taluka health
officer Dr Prakash Lalge told PTL.

“So far, 51 people, including
48 students and three staff mem-
bers, from the Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya have tested positive for

coronavirus. All of them have
been isolated and hospitalised.
Most of the students are asymp-
tomatic and their health is sta-
ble,” the official said.
Ahmednagar district collector
Rajendra Bhosale said the school
campus was declared a ‘contain-
ment zone'. “I visited the school
today. As a precautionary meas-
ure, we have deployed a medical
team comprising a doctor and
two nurses to monitor other stu-
dentsin the campus (in case they
develop any symptoms),” he said.

Karnataka for
10 days starting
from Tuesday

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, DECEMBER 26

AMID FEARS of arise in the num-
ber of Omicron cases, the
Karnataka government has de-
cided toimpose a night curfew be-
ginning Tuesday. The curfew will
be imposed from 10 pm to 5 am
every night fora period of 10days.

State Health Minister K
Sudhakar said the measures
were taken after analysing the
situation in other states and
countries. Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai headed a
meeting on the issue, in which
several ministers, officials, and
Technical Advisory Committee
members took part.

“The night curfew from
December 28 will be between 10
pm to 5 am across Karnataka.
There will be a complete ban on
all kinds of New Year parties in
public places. The hotels, restau-
rants, pubs and other spaces will
be allowed to operate with 50 per
cent occupancy,” Sudhakar said.

The state government order
said the restrictions for hotels,
restaurants and pubs would be in
effect between December 30and
January 2. All staff members of the
said entities will be required to
have a Covid-negative RT-PCR re-
port and be fully vaccinated.

19 new Omicron cases in Kerala

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBER 26

KERALA ON Sunday reported 19
new Omicron cases, taking the
number of people infected with
the variant — believed by scien-
tists to be the most transmissi-
ble one in the pandemic yet — to
57 in the state.

Kerala Health Minister Veena
George said people should re-
mainon high alert as cases of the
variant are on arise.

“People coming from abroad
should strictly follow Covid-19

protocol. Symptomatic persons
should seek medical aid,” she said
in Thiruvananthapuram Sunday.

Out of the 19 new cases re-
ported on Sunday, three people
were contacts of infected pa-
tients, and the remaining have
international travel history, gov-
ernment officials said.

On December 9, a Covid-19
patient was found to be infected
with the Omicron variant during
random surveillance in Kannur,
possibly hinting at a wider
spread than what is known. The
51-year-old man was later estab-
lished to be a contact of a Covid-
19 patient, officials said.

Palakkad-based  public
health expert Dr N M Arun said
the detection of Omicron variant
during “sentinel surveillance” or
random testing indicates that the
variant is already among the peo-
ple. “If we ramp up testing, more
omicron cases would be de-
tected. More such Omicron cases
could be detected if testing is in-
creased in the local community
without travel history,” he said.

According to scientists, the
Omicron variant of Sars-CoV-2
— which causes Covid-19 —
spreads faster than the Delta
variant that led the devastating
second wave in India.

Azad targets Centre,
says J&K suffering
after constitutional
safeguards taken away

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, DECEMBER 26

TARGETING PRIME Minister
Narendra Modi over the abroga-
tion of Article 370, senior Congress
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad on
Sunday said at a rally in Khour in
Jammu district: “Maharaja (Hari
Singh) thought about things for
the welfare of local people nearly
100 years ago, but today’s 'ma-
haraja’ cannot think about the
state which doesn’t have enough
land for people to do farming, or
to construct a house in view of its
vast terrains covered by moun-
tains and forests.”

Addressing the rally at Khour,
whichis along the Line of Control,
Azad said that even for small jobs,
applications were being called
for from across the country. He
asked how a person from far-off
hilly and border areas of Jammu
and Kashmir would be able to
compete with those having stud-
ied in metropolitan cities else-
where in the country.

“[ feel sad about the person
who created this thought in the
government due to which people
in both Jammu and Kashmir divi-
sions are suffering,” he said, adding
that the government had taken
away small stretches of land given
to people under the Roshni Actand
also the ones on which refugees
from Pakistan in 1947 had been
settled. This land s for the farmers,

Army: Inquiry
into killings in
Mon moving

‘expeditiously’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

Congress leader Ghulam
NabiAzad

the poorand the labourers, he said.

Reiterating his resolve to con-
tinue fighting for statehood to be
restored to Jammu and Kashmir,
Azad said: “Thad neverimagined
that a state created by Maharaja
Gulab Singh in 1846, and which
was 101 years old in 1947, would
be broken and made a Union
Territory.”

“It never happened inIndian
history. While UTs had been up-
graded into states, a state was
never made aUT,” he said, accus-
ing the Central government of
taking away “our rights”, includ-
ing constitutional safeguards
available to the people with re-
gard to land and jobs.

Without naming anyone, he
also cautioned people against at-
tempts being made by some todi-
vide them. Whenever elections
are round the corner, they createa
divide in people, he said. However,
“our party” always talks of democ-
racy, secularism and uniting peo-
ple, the Congress leader said.

AMID GROWING demands for
repealing the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act (AFSPA) in
Nagaland, the Army on Sunday
said that the court of inquiry into
the incident in which 14 civilians
were killed in the security am-
bush in the Mon district earlier
this month s “progressing expe-
ditiously”, and thatitis “cooper-
ating with the SIT probe ordered
by the state government”.

The Army statement came
hours after the state government
said that the Centre will institute
a committee to look into its de-
mand of repealing AFSPA.

The Army in a statement on
Sunday said, “The inquiry ordered
by Army is progressing expedi-
tiously and all efforts are being
made toconcludeitatthe earliest.”
The statement mentioned that it
has taken out notices “for people
to come forward & assist us in the
inquiry by providing any informa-
tion including videos, photos or
any other material from original
sources and will be grateful for the
same.” “The Indian Army is also
fully cooperating with the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) inquiry
ordered by State Govt & required
details are being shared in timely
manner;,” the statement added.

The Army had constituted a
Courtof Inquiry headed by aMajor
General-rank officer into the am-
bush, which sources had said was
the result of “mistaken identity”.

RSS affiliate demands cryptocurrency ban

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

ASTHE central government con-
siders bringing a law to regulate
cryptocurrency, Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS) af-
filiate Swadeshi Jagran Manch
(SJM) on Sunday demanded a
ban on the private digital cur-
rency but supported exploration
of blockchain technology.

In a resolution passed fol-
lowing the two-day Rashtriya
Sabha of SJM in Gwalior on
Sunday, the outfit has said the
virtual currency “should be
banned as there is no underly-
ing asset”, “issuer is not identi-
fiable”, “recognition of cryp-

tocurrency may lead to heavy
speculation which may ad-
versely impact financial mar-
kets” and “recognition may also
resultin money laundering and
terror financing”.

Putting forth its demand for
the ban, the outfit has said per-
sons holding cryptocurrencies
may be allowed to sell or ex-
change the same within a short
span of time subject to provision
of submitting the information to
Income Tax Department. It also
asked the government to create
awareness and to come up with
alaw forissuance of digital cur-
rency by the RBL.

“First of all, it's a wrong no-
tion that cryptocurrency isa cur-
rency. Currency means an in-

24 migrant workers arrested for attack on police in Kochi

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBER 26

TWENTY-FOUR  MIGRANT
workers were arrested on
Sunday after they attacked a po-
lice team, which went to contain
a clash that erupted among the
workers during Christmas cele-
brations in Kochi, police said.
The incident took place at the
labour camp of Kitex garments
located in Kizhakkambalam area
on Saturday night, police said.
“Of the arrested, 18 were
made accused in attempt to mur-
der caseregistered in connection
with the attack on police and six
others for case related to destroy-
ing police vehicles. More arrests
would be made after ascertaining
the involvement of other work-
ers in the camp,” Ernakulam ru-

Remains of a police vehicle after the clashes, in Kochi. P11

ral SP K Karthik said.

Earlier in the day, police said
ittook 150-odd workers into cus-
tody to identify who attacked of-
ficers and torched police vehicles
Saturday night. Aninspector was
among five policemen who were
injured. The seriously injured
were hospitalised, Karthik said.

Kitex Group managing direc-
tor, Sabu M Jacob said that the

labour camp has 1,200 migrant
workers. “The workers from
Nagaland and Manipur conducted
a Christmas carol on Saturday
nightatthe camp... Asitwaslate at
night, another section of workers
questioned the event, leading toa
clash among the workers. The in-
cident is unprecedented at the
camp. They might have goneona
rampage under the influence of

Phishing attacks on Central ministry officials get

ANISHADUTTA
& ASHISH ARYAN
NEW DELHI|, DECEMBER 26

IN THE course of a recent phish-
ing attack, several employees of
various central ministries re-
ceived mysterious emails includ-
ing one from a government do-
main email address (nic.in)
claiming an “internal hand” in
General Bipin Rawat’s death. This
is part of phishing attempts
against central government offi-
cials through some compro-
mised government domain
email IDs (gov.in and nic.in),
which are increasingly getting
more targeted and sophisticated,
The Indian Express has learnt.

The National Informatics
Centre (NIC) runs the official email
service, handing out email ac-
counts todepartments, ministries
and public sector units of the cen-
tral and state governments.

This latest round of cyber at-
tempts was launched earlier this
month following the deaths of
Chief of Defence Staff General
Bipin Rawat, his wife Madhulika
Rawat and 11 others in the crash
of an Indian Air Force helicopter
near Coonoor in Tamil Nadu on
December 8. Group Captain Varun
Singh who was also aboard the
helicopter succumbed to his in-
juries on December 15.

The phishing email with the
subject, “Internal report: Gen
Bipin Rawat’s incident-inside job”,
reviewed by The Indian Express,
was sent to employees of a min-
istry department through a mali-
cious email ID with the domain
name nic.in. It asks the recipients
to click a phishing link that
claimed to be an internal report.

Another cyber attack bid was
made through a compromised
gov.inemail ID targeting the cen-
tral government employees in
October soon after Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s
September visit to the US. This
email, also reviewed by The Indian
Express,was sent with the subject,
“Viral Video PM Narendra Modi
slapped in USA Visit”, attempting
tolure the recipients into clicking
a link. Soon afterwards, the NIC
unit of the ministry concernedis-
sued a security alert, telling users
not to open and click on the
phishing emails from atleast five
such compromised email IDs.

Sources within the NICand the
Union Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY)
confirmed that the breachesinthe
servers were “discovered” last year,
but insisted that it had now been
“fixed”,and that the “situation was
now under control”.

“The control of a server and
mailing capacities went beyond
our control sometime last year for
ashorttime but was brought back
immediately. It is impossible to
gauge if it has been completely

fixed. To control all such compro-
mised emails, we will have to do
aforensic audit which will require
the server toberestarted. A clean
slate will take noactivities for one
week, which is not possible,” a
senior ministry official said.

The cyber attempts were first
reported earlier this year in
February when several senior govt
officials, including from the exter-
nal affairs and defence ministries,
were targeted in a phishing cam-
paign with the attackers using
compromised government do-
main email IDs (@gov.in and
nic.in) to launch their hacking at-
tempts. The above two ministries
then sent out alerts to their em-
ployees, warning about the use of
two specificemail addresses that
belong to the official nic.in and
gov.in domains run by the NIC.

One such attack viaa compro-
mised @gov.in email address tar-
geted a group of 43 former offi-
cers of the army, navy and air

force, who were part of the 56th
course of the National Defence
Academy (NDA), in February.
Significantly, thisis the same NDA
batch to which all the current
service chiefs belong to. The
sender of this phishing email
sought to lure the targeted offi-
cers into clicking on a purported
invitation for a dinner, which
would lead to a set of malware.
In another such cyber attack
that seemed more sophisticated,
anemail using compromised gov-
ernmentaccounts targeted groups
of officials, attempting to lure them
into sharing their passwords ona
page that mirrored the govern-
ment’s official mail server sign-on
website — an attack that could let
the attackers gain access to sensi-
tive credentials and files. The at-
tack prompted the IT department
to send out another alert the fol-
lowing day to groups of officials.
In the wake of a string of tar-
geted phishing attacks on offi-

drugs or liquor,” Jacob said.

He said the security at the
camp could not control the situa-
tionas the workers targeted them
as well, so later police was called
in. However, the workers attacked
the police as well, Jacob said.

Kerala Labour Minister V
Sivankutty said apart from the
police, the Labour department
would also probe into the inci-
dent. “What we realise is that
workers rioted during the
Christmas celebrations. The dis-
trictlabour officer has begun the
probe. It is a stray incident and
things are under control,” he said.

Meanwhile, the CPI(M) and
Congress blamed Kitex for the vi-
olence. Notably, Kitex has been
ruling Kizhakkambalam village
panchayat since 2015 after field-
ing candidates under the banner
of its charitable organisation
Twenty?20. It did so after defeat-

ing both CPI(M) and Congress.

Local CPI(M) legislator P V
Sreenijin said the company man-
agement cannot evade responsi-
bility for the incident. “It must be
checked if any lethal weapons are
stocked at the labour camp. When
the [state] government acted upon
the complaints from local people
against the workers, Kitex tried to
raise a hue and cry saying that the
government is harassinginvestors
and hence, the officials had to re-
coil from the inspections at the
company,” he said. he was refer-
ring to the inspections several state
departments conducted at the
Kitex premises in Sept. The com-
pany later shifted its proposed ap-
parel park to Telangana, alleging
thatKeralais notinvestor-friendly.

Congress leader and MP
Benny Behananalso said the “role
of Twenty20 in the violence
should be looked into”.

sharper, targeted

cials via compromised govern-
ment domain accounts, the NIC
said it was planning to bring in
security measures including
multi-factor authentication for at
least 3 lakh officials.

Sources in the NIC said it sus-
pected several such government
email addresses to have been sold
on the “Dark Web”.

Asenior ITministry official did
not rule out the possibility of “na-
tionstates” beinginvolved insuch
targeted attempts. According to
the official, aninitial internal probe
following the breach discovered
the role of “specific countries” with
capacity to carry out such attacks.

“When such attempts occur, it
cannot be done by an individual
actor; sinceittakesalot of timeand
effort. Our investigations at this
time are not complete yet,” the of-
ficial said requesting anonymity.

Detailed questionnaires sentto
the NICand MeitY seeking details
about these phishing attacks on

New Delhi

central officials through compro-
mised government domain IDs,
their scaleand damages caused by
themdid notyield any response so
far. The NICand the MeitY alsodid
not respond to specific queries on
whether they were aware of such
phishing attempts.

As part of its plan to track and
control phishing attempts, the IT
ministry official said, the NIC had
taken backadministrative controls
from nearly all teams engaged
with different ministries. Any ap-
provals for creation of new email
IDs orany changes tothe server are
thus done now only at the “head-
quarters”, the official said.

Earlier this month, Minister of
State for IT Rajeev Chandrasekhar
had said the Indian Computer
Emergency Response Team ob-
served and reported a total of 11.5
lakh and 12.1 lakh cybersecurity
incidents during 2020 and 2021
respectively. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

strument issued by the central
bank and guaranteed by the gov-
ernment. Cryptocurrencies are
privately issued virtual coins that
have no legal recognition.
Secondly, crypto is being used by
criminals, terrorists, smugglers
and persons involved in hawala.
Thirdly, ...it is a valuable virtual
asset...known toits holder only.
Authorities will come to know
only when it is transacted
through a bank,” SJM has said.

“One of the major argu-
ments against crypto is that its
mining consumes huge
amount of electricity, which
can lead to power shortages.
This is one of the biggest argu-
ments China has made in ban-
ning crypto,” SJM said.

Christmas
celebration
disrupted
in Silchar

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, DECEMBER 26

ACHRISTMAS celebration organ-
ised in Silchar in Assam’s Barak
Valley was disrupted Saturday
evening by a group of young men,
who claimed to be Bajrang Dal ac-
tivists, authorities said. The group,
however, denied any involve-
ment with the incident.

On Saturday evening, a
Christmas event was underway
in an open field in the heart of
Silchar town in Cachar district.
“A lot of people were present —
not just Christians, but people
from other religious communi-
ties as well. A few Hindu men
went there around 8 pm, and
asked the Hindus present to re-
frain from participating in the
celebrations. They said they
should not engage in celebrating
festivals of other religions,” said
Cachar SP Raman Dhillon.

Inavideo clip purportedly of
the incident, that has gone viral
on social media, a youth is seen
saying that they have no prob-
lems with Christian celebrating
Christmas, but they did not ap-
prove of Hindus doing so. “Today
is Tulsi Diwas... but everyone is
lighting candles and saying
‘Merry Christmas’... that has
hurt the sentiments,” he says.

Police said there was no dam-
age to property nor any injuries.
Dhillon said the group claimed to
be from Bajrang Dal. “However,
members of the outfit have denied
that,” she said. While no formal
complaint has been filed, Dhillon
said police would act “as perlaw”.

Mithun Das, Bajrang Dal’s
Sangathan Sampadak of Cachar
and Dima Hasao, said nobody
from the group was involved in
the incident.
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Stories on marginalisation win Uncovering India Invisible category

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

GOVERNMENT POLICIES are
meant to help citizens, not vic-
timise them. But as the
Ramnath Goenka Award win-
ners have shown, seemingly
corrective and empowering
measures not only ended up
marginalising the poor, they
made their suffering invisible.

In the Uncovering India
Invisible category, Shiv Sahay
Singh of The Hindu is the winner
from print media, while Tridip K
Mandal of The Quint, is the
broadcast media winner.

Singh’s story, ‘Death by
Digital Exclusion’, exposed how
theJharkhand government’s in-
sistence on digitisation deprived
people living on the margins of
the benefits of the public distri-
bution system (PDS).
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Inanattempt to plugleakages
in the PDS, the state government
had decided that all ration cards

Shiv Sahay Singh

Tridip K Mandal

should be linked to Aadhaar.
Beneficiaries, who could not link
their ration card with Aadhaar or
had no Aadhaar cards, were de-
nied ration. This led to major dis-
tress among tribal communities.
While there were reports of
deaths due to malnutrition, the
state government not only denied
them, it also did not attempt to
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bring the families that had alleged
malnutrition deaths into the PDS.
“Idid not know the terrain of
Jharkhand, which was both an
advantage and a disadvantage.
But I could look at everything
with a fresh pair of eyes. Getting
the marginalised people to talk
was a challenge,” said Singh.
The story involved detailed

Iﬁmeillghg

fieldwork, visits to several districts
where the denial of PDS benefits
came to the fore and tallying ver-
sions from both right-to-food ac-
tivists and the state government.

Mandal’s story, ‘Diaries From
The Detention Camps Of Assam’,
tracked the plight of those who
had wrongly been confined in
detention camps for years on the
assumption that they were ille-
gal immigrants. The story was
shot in September 2019, soon af-
ter the final list of the National
Register of Citizens (NRC) was
announced. It had left out more
than 19 lakh people who had till
thenbeen citizens based on their
earlier documents. Mandal met
Ravi Dey, who was released after
four years but lost his hearing
ability. Aatab Ali and Habibur
Rehman had done their time in
the detention camp but could not
walk free because their families
were too poor to arrange the ba-
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sic guarantees for their release.

The third story was of 10-
year-old Sawata Dey, whose fa-
ther Subrata Dey, died in a de-
tention camp two months after
he was picked up in 2018 for a
name mismatch in his voter ID
card. Sawata refused to see the
body, and her story struck a
chord with the audience across
the world. They reached out to
The Quint and contributions for
her poured in. Sawata has since
joined a new school, and re-
sumed her dance classes.

“The biggest challenge for me
was to find stories that belong to
both communities, Muslims
and Hindus. The general narra-
tive is that it is just Muslims in
detention camps but that is not
the case. Another challenge was
finding the detention camps. The
government has been denying
they exist, so it was difficult to
find them,” Mandal said.
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TELANGANA
CRPF head
constablekills
Sl;injures self

Hyderabad: A CRPF Sub
Inspector was killed on
Sunday after his colleague,
a head constable, opened
fire at him in Telangana’s
Mulugu district, a senior
police official said. “This
happened in the CRPF
camp where one head
constable fired upon an SI
of CRPE. The Sldied and the
head constableis critical as
he fired on himself. He
tried tokill himself. The in-
jured has been shifted to
hospital,” Mulugu SP,
Sangram Singh told PTI.
The official further said the
deceased wasidentified as
Umesh Chandra and the
injured as Stephen. ~ PTI

ODISHA

Goods train
mows down
twoelephants

Bhubaneswar: Two ele-
phants were mowed
down by a goods train in
Odisha's Khurda district,a
forest officer said on
Sunday. A four-year-old
tusker died on the spot,
whilea 10-year-old female
pachyderm succumbed to
the injuries inside a forest
close to the railway line
near Bhusandpur station
atTangion Saturday night,
he said. The incident took
placewhenaherd of eight
elephants was crossing the
railway tracks and heading
towards farmlands in
search of food. Both the
forestdepartmentand the
Railways have launched
separate probes into the
incident. PTI

GUJARAT
Farmerkilledin
‘beeattack’in
Rajkot district

Rajkot: A 69-year-old
farmer of Vachhra village
in Gondal taluka of
Gujarat's Rajkot district
died after being attacked
by a swarm of honey bees
on his agricultural farm,
Gondal taluka police said
onSunday. Police said that
the incident took place on
December 22 whenarap-
tor swooped down on an
beehive. The agitated bees
attacked children playing
on the farm of Damjibhai
Sorathiya who tried to
pushchildrentosafetyina
godown, while he was
stung by scores of bees.
Sorathiya was rushed to a
private hospital and from
there to a government
hospital where he died,
police said. ENS

FIR against UP constable after woman alleges rape

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 26

AN FIR has been registered in
Moradabad againsta 31-year-old
police constable after a 28-year-
old woman complained that the
accused had sexually assaulted
her for the past two years, and
threatened to kill her if she dis-
closed the matter to anyone.

As per the woman, the consta-
ble first raped her at gunpoint
when he visited her home two
years ago on the pretext of ques-

Rahul to start
2022 campaign
with Moga rally

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUDHIANA, DECEMBER 26

THE Congress will launch its cam-
paign for forthcoming Punjab
polls next year with a mega rally
to be addressed by AICC leader
Rahul Gandhi in Moga district on
January 3.

Therallyis expected tobe held
at Moga’s Killi Chahlan village for
which the local Congress leader-
ship hasalready started the prepa-
rations. Speaking to The Indian
Express, Cabinet minister Bharat
Bhushan Ashu said that the rally
is tentatively scheduled for
January 3. “Since Moga district is
the centre point of Punjab, cam-
paign will be started from here.
The village Killi Chahlan has loca-
tional advantage. It is easily ap-
proachable from Majha, Malwa
and Doaba so we will be holding
firstrally in this village,” he said.

Notably, in 2019 also Rahul
Gandhi had started Congress
campaign for Punjab for Lok
Sabha polls from Killi Chahlan
with arally.

Recently, Shiromani Akali
Dalalso held its 100-year celebra-
tionrally at this venue. Moga MLA
Dr Harjot Kamal said, “A large
chunkofland whichis required to
make adequate arrangements for
the rally is always available easily
at Killi Chahlan. So the same
venue has been selected again.
We are expecting gathering to be
atleast one lakh.”

MADHYA PRADESH

tioning her in connection with a
complaint of kidnapping and rape
that she had filed against a youth.
Police said the woman has
claimed that she did not file a
complaintat the time because the
constable promised to marry her.
He had allegedly gone on to rape
her over the last two years.
“Lastweek, the victim came to
know that the accused is married
and has a son. The victim claims
thatwhen she confronted the con-
stable, he threatened,” police said.
The woman met senior police
officers, following which an FIR

was registered on Saturday.

“We will have the statement
of the victim recorded before a
magistrate tomorrow. The ac-
cused constable has been trans-
ferred to Ballia from Moradabad
recently,” police said on Sunday.

According to police, the
woman had lodged a complaint
of rape against another man in
2019, who she claimed had faked
his identity and kidnapped her.
Police had arrested this man and
filed a charge sheet against him.

The woman said the accused
had contacted her a few days af-

ter she had filed the complaint,
claiming that he was with the in-
telligence wing of UP Police. He al-
legedly took her phone number,
called her and visited her on the
pretext of collecting information.

“Victim claims that in
December 2019 the constable
came to her residence when she
was alone. He raped her after
threatening her with a pistol. He
stayed the night at the victim’s
home, and promised to marry her
the nextmorning. Accordingtothe
woman, the constable told herthat
heis unmarried,” police said.

People gather after a boiler explosion at a factory in Muzaffarpur on Sunday. P11

Boiler blast in noodles factory
kills 7 workers in Muzaffarpur

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, DECEMBER 26

SEVEN WORKERS were killed
and atleast half adozen were in-
jured when the boiler of a noo-
dles factory exploded on Sunday
morning in Bihar's Muzaffarpur.
The reason of the explosionis yet
to be ascertained, officials said.
Muzaffarpur sub-divisional
office, East, Gyan Prakash con-
firmed seven deaths. The injured
were admitted to the SKIMICH re-
ferral hospital where their condi-

tion is said to be critical.

The incident took place
around 10 AM when the workers
had just gathered at the factory,
Anshul Confectionery, in Bela
Phase-II, anindustrial area that is
dotted with small flour and rice
mills units and several noodles
factories. The sound of the explo-
sion was so deafening thatit was
heard far and wide and the
rooftops of many other buildings
inthe areaincluding a beatenrice
mill and a flour mill were blown
away by the impact which re-
duced the factory to rubble.

Patna chief boiler inspector
KP Singh said, “We are trying to
ascertain the reason of the boiler
explosion. There could be main-
tenance issue or some technical
problem.”

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar announced compensa-
tion of Rs 4 lakh each to next of
the kin of the victims and or-
dered a probe.

A press note issued by the
Information and Public Relations
department said: “The CM has
ordered a probe into the issue...
Accountability will be fixed.”

Violence after VHP rally: 30 booked, 12 held

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, DECEMBER 26

THE MADHYA Pradesh police
have booked 30 people and de-
molished a three-storey building
of a Muslim man in Manawar in
Dhar district after incidents of vi-
olence erupted in the town, which
were allegedly triggered by ru-
mours of communal clashes in
the aftermath of a “Shourya” ya-
trataken out by Hindu right-wing
organisations on December 23.
All the 30 people booked by
the Dhar police belong to the
Muslim community. At least 12 of
them have been arrested so far.
Dhar is known to be a commu-

nally-sensitive district.

The incidents of violence were
reported from Sindhana Road and
Nala Prangan areas of Manawar at
around 5 pm on December 23,
when the yatra, taken out by the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)and
other allied outfits, was passing
through Gandhi Nagar, a predom-
inantly Muslim-inhabited area
nearly a kilometre away.

Dhar SP Aditya Pratap Singh
told The Indian Express, “There was
some discussion among those in
the yatra 100 metres away from
Gandhi Nagar about the route to
be taken in view of the loud
speakers they were carrying. The
route was pre-decided but people
whowere newin the rally tried to

take a narrow and congested
route, and there was a discussion
(aboutanewroute)among them-
selves.But somehow it fuelled ru-
mours about communal clashes
as the yatra was concluding. This
led to instances of stone-pelting
and some violence inanother part
of the city.”

According to Sub-Divisional
Officer of Police Dheeraj Babbar,
the Shourya yatra witnessed a
huge turnout with 5,000 people
participating. “It was taking this
into consideration that the organ-
isers of the rally decided to take a
shorter route to conclude the rally
asagainst the pre-decided route,”
he said. However, according to a
local eyewitness police tried to

manage the rally crowd using
force, which sparked rumours of
communal clashes in the area.

Babbar denied use of lath-
icharge or force by the police.

Additional SP, Dhar, Dheeraj
Patidar, said the accused indulged
in unprovoked stone-pelting on
vehicles parked on the streets and
hurt people, including women, in
another part of the town, even as
the yatra concluded peacefully.

“The FIRs have beenregistered
and arrests have been made on
the basis of video footages,”
Patidar said. On Saturday, Dhar
district administration demol-
ished a three-storied house be-
longing to Khalil Khatri, in which
3 of the accused lived.

Bring converts
back to Hinduism,
says Tejasvi Surya

KIRAN PARASHAR
BENGALURU, DECEMBER 26

KARNATAKA BJP MP Tejasvi
Surya on Sunday said Muslims
or Christians, who have under-
gone religious conversion,
should be brought back into the
fold of Hinduism. He added that
all mutts and temples should
have “annual targets” for the
completion of such religious re-
conversions.

“There are people who be-
longed to Hinduism, but were
converted to Islam or
Christianity. It is our duty to
bring them back into the fold of
Hinduism. Also, Hindus in
Pakistan who were converted to
Islam should be brought back
into the fold,” the BJP MP, who is
also the Yuva Morcha national
president, said at a valedictory
event at Sri Krishna Mutt.

He added, “All the mutts and
temples should have annual tar-
gets to bring back people to
Hindu religion..”

Surya’s statements come ata
time when the state has wit-
nessed massive protests over
The Karnataka Right to Freedom
of Religion Bill, 2021, commonly
referred to as the anti-conver-
sion Bill, which has been passed
in the Assembly. The bill pro-
hibits conversion from one reli-
gion to another by misrepresen-
tation, force, fraud, allurement or
marriage.

“Our own brothers have con-
verted from Hindu religion
whichis tolerant, scientific, pro-
gressive and forward-looking,. It
is our responsibility to bring
them back,” Surya added

During the anti-CAA protests,
Surya had courted controversy
saying that only the “unedu-
cated, illiterate were protesting
against the Act.

Surya further added that
there was a time when people
thought abrogation of Article
370 and construction of Ram
Mandir were impossible but
these are realities today.

CHHATTISGARH DHARAM SANSAD

Religious leader
praises Godse;
FIR registered

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR, DECEMBER 26

AROUND 20 religious leaders
participated in a two-day
‘Dharam Sansad’ in
Chhattisgarh’s Raipur this week-
end, with some making
speeches asking “Sanatani
Hindus” to arm themselves and
one of them also hailing
Nathuram Godse for killing
Mahatma Gandhi. Later on
Sunday evening, an FIR was
lodged against ‘Sant’ Kalicharan
who made the statements
against Gandhi.

At the two-day ‘Dharam
Sansad’, more than 20 religious
leaders from across the state and
the country gathered. In
speeches, the leaders urged
“Sanatani Hindus” to arm them-
selves and “be prepared” for the
establishment of Hindu Rashtra.

‘Sant’ Kalicharan, a religious
leader from Maharashtra, made
derogatory statements against
Gandhi and accused minorities
of trying to control the politics
and administration of various
countries.

After he made the state-
ments, the convenor of the
sansad, Mahant Ram Sundar
Das, the head of Doodhadhari
Math, registered strong protest
and distanced himself from the
sansad, claiming that it was not
fruitful. Late on Sunday night, an
FIR was registered against
Kalicharan under IPC sections
505(2)and 294.

The event, organised by NGO
Neelkanth Seva Samiti and the
Doodhadhari Math, was at-
tended by Congress leader
Pramod Dubey and BJP leaders
Brijmohan Agrawal and Vishnu
Deo Sai. Swamy Prabhodanand
Giri, who had earlier made state-
ments at the controversial
‘Dharam Sansad’ in Haridwar,
also attended the event.

He said, “I have no qualmsin
repeating what I said in
Haridwar and even before that.
These secular people are all anti-
Hindu, their stomachs hurt even
when someone talk about
Hinduism.” ‘Sant’ Triveni Das, a
religious leader from the state,
was one of the many who asked
all Hindus to arm themselves to
defend the ‘Hindu Rashtra’.

Haridwar hate speech
case: Police add two
more names to FIR

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, DECEMBER 26

THE UTTARAKHAND police
added the names of two more
accused in the FIR registered in
connection with a three-day
‘Dharam Sansad’ held in
Haridwar, during which a series
of hate speeches were made tar-
geting minorities.

The FIR was registered on the
complaint of one Gulbahar Khan
under section 153A (promoting
enmity between different
groups and acts prejudicial to
harmony) of the IPC. Initially, the
FIR only named former Shia
Wagf Board chairman Waseem
Rizvi, who had recently con-
verted to Hinduism and changed

his name to Jitendra Narayan
Tyagi. On Saturday night, the
names of Dharamdas Maharaj,
who is from Bihar, and
Annapurna Maa, the
Mahamandleshwar of Niranjani
Akhada, were also added.

The speeches made during
the event, which was held from
December 17 to 19, became pub-
lic last Wednesday, following
which the FIR was registered.

Talking to The Indian Express,
Haridwar Kotwali police station
SHO Rakendra Singh said that so
far three persons including
Tyagi, Dharamdas and
Annapurna Maa have been
named in connection with the-
hate speech case. “More names
will be added as the investiga-
tion follows,” he said.

Lawyers urge CJI to take suo
motu cognizance of Delhi,
Haridwar hate speeches

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

AGROUP of lawyers Sunday sub-
mitted a representation to the
ChiefJustice of India NV Ramana
urging him to take suo motu cog-
nisance of “hate speeches calling
for the genocide of Muslims given
at” two events in Delhi and
Haridwar.

In the letter, the lawyers said
that “between the 17th & 19th of
December 2021 at two separate
events organized in Delhi (by the
Hindu Yuva Vahini)and Haridwar
(by Yati Narsinghanand), hate
speeches consisting of open calls
for genocide of Muslims in order
to achieve ethnic cleansing, were
madeby” Yati Narsinghanand and
eight others.

A three-day ‘Dharam Sansad’
was held in Haridwar from
December 17 to 19 which saw a

series of hate speeches targeting
Muslims. The Uttarakhand Police
has filed an FIR under Section
153A — promoting enmity be-
tween different groups and acts
prejudicial to harmony — in con-
nection with the incident against
three people.

Initially, the FIR only named
former Shia Waqf Board chairman
Waseem Rizvi, who had recently
converted to Hinduism and
changed his name to Jitendra
Narayan Tyagi. On Saturday,the
names of two others was also
added.

Thelawyers said the speeches
“are not mere hate speeches but
amount to an open call for mur-
der of an entire community...” It
urged the (]I to take suo-moto
cognizance of the same due tothe
“gravity” of the situation. The
lawyers includes senior advocates
Dushyant Dave, Salman Khurshid,
and Prashant Bhushan.

SDPI leader’s murder revenge
for RSS worker’s killing: Police

BJP delegation meets Kerala Governor, say probe partial

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBER 26

POLICE ON Sunday said that the
murder of Social Democratic
Party of India (SDPI) state secre-
tary K S Shan in Alappuzha on
December 18 was a revenge to
the murder of Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS)
worker, Nandu Krishna, earlier
this year.

Submitting the remand re-
port in a local court in
Alappuzha, police said there was
conspiracy behind the killing of
the SDPI leader and it was a re-
taliation for the killing of Nandu

New Delhi

Krishnain February allegedly by
SDPI men. The report said that
the RSS cadres also helped the
gang which attacked Shan, to
find a hideout after the crime.
Police have arrested 14 per-
sons, including a five-member
gang which hacked the SDPI
leader to death, in connection
with the case. All those arrested
are related to the RSS, police said.
Hours after Shan's killing,
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
Other Backward Castes (OBCs)
Morcha state secretary Ranjith
Sreenivas was also hacked to
death in Alappuzha.
Meanwhile, a BJP delegation
on Sunday met Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan alleging that

police are probing the death of
the BJP leader in a partial man-
ner. Police are openly discrimi-
nating against BJP-RSS workers,
said the petition submitted by
the the delegation to the gover-
nor. As many as 22 BJP-RSS
workers were killed by rivals
during the Pinarayi Vijayan
regime, however, the conspiracy
behind the killings was not un-
earthed, the petition added.

Police are yet to arrest the
persons directly involved in
Ranjith's murder. However, five
SDPI workers, who had abetted
the crime by ensuring logistic
support, have been arrested in
connection with the case, police
had said.
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‘WORDLY WISE
VACCINES SAVE LIVES; FEAR ENDANGERS
THEM. IT’S A SIMPLE MESSAGE PARENTS NEED
TO KEEP HEARING. — JEFFREY KLUGER
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

THE NEXT STEPS

Decisions on booster shots, vaccinating 15 to 18-year-olds, are
welcome. Regulator’s doubts must be cleared urgently

NDIA WILL BEGIN 2022 with a new phase of Covid inoculation. On December 25,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that vaccination for children in the age

group of 15-18 years will begin from January 3. Booster doses — PM Modi described

them as precautionary shots — will be administered to healthcare professionals,
frontline workers, and senior citizens with co-morbidities from January 10. While the de-
cision on vaccines for children has been on the cards for about two months, the emergence
of the Omicron variant of the coronavirus seems to have lent greater urgency to the gov-
ernment’s efforts to introduce booster shots. ICMR’s real-time tracker shows that break-
through infections are less than 2 per cent in the general population and around 7 per cent
in frontline workers. However, studies point to waning immunity after eight to nine months
of receiving the second shot. And Omicron appears to have made the case for boosters
even stronger with preliminary data indicating that the variant has evaded vaccine-in-
duced immunity in 50 per cent of those it has infected in India. The highly contagious na-
ture of the variant also increases the risk of infection in the unvaccinated younger popu-
lation. The decision to broaden the ambit of the inoculation project is, therefore, welcome.

Alarge section of experts believes that a mix-and-match approach to vaccination is bet-
ter for shoring up immunity compared to an additional jab of the vaccine administered in the
primary phase of inoculation. InIndia, too, there is preliminary consensus that booster recip-
ients shouldn’t receive a third dose of Covishield or Covaxin. The country is well placed to
meet this challenge. The government has made advance payments to the Hyderabad-based
Biological E to reserve 30 crore doses of the Corbevax vaccine. The jab that teaches the immune
system to make antibodies using spike proteins has been heralded as a stronger shield against
variants such as Omicron compared to viral vector vaccines such as Covishield and Covaxin.
Covovax, manufactured by the Serum Institute of India under licence from the US-based
Novovax, also uses a protein-based platform. Though these vaccines take more time to de-
velop, they are more affordable, and their production is easier to scale up. The Sll-manufac-
tured vaccine has already received an Emergency Use Approval from regulatory authorities
in Southeast Asiaand the WHO. The Drugs Controller General of India has, reportedly, asked
the Pune-based company for more data over its EUA application for Covovax. The regulator’s
doubts must be cleared urgently to enable a decision on the most effective booster.

In October, the DCGI gave an EUA to Zydus Cadila’s vaccine for children above the age
of 12. On December 25, a few hours before the PM’s speech, the regulator approved the
use of Bharat-Biotech’s Covaxin for the young population. But the Hyderabad-based com-
pany’s performance during the inoculation project for adults — it complained of produc-
tion constraints several times in the past six months — should be a cause of concern. There
is no time to lose in sorting out such sticky matters.

THE UKRAINE FRONT

Current military tensions are symptom of structural conflict.
India will benefit from reconciliation between two sides

CRISISIN the heart of Europe may look distant to India, but South Block must

track the dangerous developments in Ukraine that promise to end eitherin

a full-blown military confrontation between Russia and the West or along-

overdue mutual political accommodation. Either turn would have big con-
sequences not only for India’s relations with the US, the European Union, Russia, and
China, but also the larger dynamic of Asian geopolitics. The crisis has boiled over in recent
days with the massive Russian military mobilisation on the border with Ukraine. Moscow
says it is merely responding to provocations from the West. But the current military ten-
sions are a symptom of a deeper structural conflict in Europe.

Moscow has never really reconciled itself to the break-up of the Soviet Union, but the
loss of Ukraine and Belarus is especially painful. Moscow wants to reconstitute the former
Soviet Republics into a Russian sphere of influence. Meanwhile, the US and the EU have
sought to draw the former Soviet republics into the western orbit. The western pull was
reinforced by the eager push of many sections of the newly independent republics to join
the EU and NATO. These trends came into conflict in Ukraine during 2013-14 when Kiev
sought to defect to the EU, and Russian forces annexed Crimea, supported an insurgency
in eastern Ukraine, while the West sanctioned Moscow, and promised to absorb Ukraine
into NATO. Since then Ukraine has been at the centre of Russia’s conflict with the West. If
Washington and Brussels seemed insensitive to Russian security concerns, Moscow deep-
ened its strategic partnership with Beijing to counter the West across multiple theatres.

The good news is that US President Joe Biden, focused on the China threat, is ready to
take a fresh political look at Russia. Putin, in turn, sees the value of ending Russia’s pro-
longed confrontation with the West. He has proposed a series of agreements that would
keep Ukraine out of NATO and limit NATO’s military activities. While calling many of
Putin’s terms for peace unreasonable, the West has agreed to start talks with Russia and
raise its own concerns about Moscow’s destabilisation of Europe. The bad news, how-
ever, is that agreements will be hard to negotiate, given the deep political divisions within
the US and Europe and between them on the Russian question. India will benefit from a
reconciliation between the two sides. South Block hopes that a Russia at peace with the
West in Europe will be less inclined to back China’s quest for Asian hegemony. If Moscow
is poised to maximise its new-found leverage in the Sino-American rivalry, Delhi will
hope that Putin will not be tempted to overplay his hand.
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Putting up a harder fight

Increase in ambit of vaccination, administration of
third shots, will extend the protective cordon

K SRINATH REDDY

AN UNHERALDED ANNOUNCEMENT by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on December
25, ended the suspense on when additional
Covid vaccine shots would be provided to in-
dividuals at high risk of either age-related se-
vere disease or repetitive occupational expo-
sure to high viral loads. These groups would be
eligible for “protective” third shots from
January 10,2022. This terminology serves two
purposes.Itis scientifically accurate todescribe
the first dose as the primer and the second dose
as the booster. All additional doses are immu-
nity enhancement doses that augment pro-
tection. Avoidance of the term “booster” also
signals that previously administered vaccines
still carry some protection. It also reassures
those who are not eligible to receive the third
dose as they are deemed to be at low risk.

To extend the protective cordon further,
childrenin the 15-18 year age group will be eli-
gible to get vaccinated from January 3, 2022
through a full vaccination schedule. Though it
hasbeen generally observed all over the world
thatinfected children mostly experience mild
illness, a high incidence of infection in the
highly mobile age group may make some of
them quite sick or predisposed to long-term
complications. The move to provide vaccine
protection to older children will comfort their
parents and teachers. Coincidentally, regula-
tors have now approved the use of Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin in the 12-18 age group. It
joins Zydus Cadila’s DNA vaccine (Zycov-D)as
an approved paediatric vaccine.

The much-awaited announcement on
permitting third doses comes as a relief to
many elderly persons and frontline health
workers who have been anxiously weighing
the risks posed by a rapidly spreading new
variant — Omicron. They are concerned that
the immunity they acquired in the first half of
2021 is unlikely to be protective this time
against Omicron or even Delta which is still
around. Accumulating global data and avail-
able sparse Indian data on breakthrough in-
fections and re-infections align with the con-
clusion that Omicron has a high propensity
forimmune escape. Comfortingly, global data
also reveal that third dose “boosters” will

There is another group that
needs to be considered as a
priority group for
administering the protective
dose. These are persons of
any age who are
immunocompromised. They
have low immunity due to a
disease that makes them
immunodeficient or are
receiving therapies that
suppress their immunity.
Two doses of the vaccines are
likely to elicit a weak or
short-lasting immune
response in such persons.
Additional vaccine doses
may raise their immunity
levels, to be protective
against severe Covid.
Perhaps revised guidelines
from the government will
explicitly describe the
eligibility criteria for

these groups.

largely restrict Omicron and Delta infections to
mild clinical illness which does not require
hospitalisation or result in death.

Though the decision to expand vaccina-
tion coverage has been widely welcomed,
some issues require clarification. Those
guidelines may be provided by the govern-
ment in the coming days. The questions
pertain to the mode of ascertainment of el-
igibility for the elderly, the choice of vaccine
for the third dose and the procedure for reg-
istration and certification.

The eligibility of frontline healthcare
workers can be easily ascertained, as was
done in the first half of 2021. Eligibility crite-
ria for the elderly now come with a qualifier
thata doctor must advise a third dose on the
grounds of a “comorbidity” being diagnosed.
Earlier, age alone was the criterion for regis-
tering an elderly person, aged 60 years or
above, for Covid vaccination. Neithera docu-
mentary proof of comorbidity nor a physi-
cian’s referral was needed. Will anyone above
60years be able to register even now, without
aformal document attesting co-morbidity? I
hope so.If such proofis required, it may place
poor people without ready access to a doctor
atadisadvantage, especially in rural areas.In
any case, there is a high prevalence of comor-
bidities in the 60+ age group. That justifies the
presumption of the presence of a co-morbid-
ity in any person aged 60 years or older. The
COWIN app will probably be upgraded to pro-
vide the pathway for freshly eligible older
adults and children.

There is another group that needs to be
considered as a priority group for administer-
ing the protective dose. These are persons of
any age who areimmunocompromised. They
have low immunity due to a disease that
makes them immunodeficient or are receiv-
ing therapies that suppress their immunity.
Two doses of the vaccines are likely to elicit a
weak or short-lasting immune response in
such persons. Additional vaccine doses may
raise their immunity levels and protect against
severe Covid. Perhaps revised guidelines from
the government will explicitly describe the el-
igibility criteria for these groups.

Presently, only two vaccines are widely
available in our vaccination programme. Will
there be more soon? This question is pertinent
because global experience suggests thata “het-
erologous” booster (a vaccine different from
the previous two doses) is better than a “ho-
mologous” repeat of the same vaccine. There
is conflicting evidence from studies about how
effective a third dose of the AstraZeneca vac-
cine isagainst Omicron. We do not yet have na-
tional data on boosters. However, an acciden-
tal crossover in a small number of persons in
Uttar Pradesh produced some evidence thata
relay vaccination of Covishield and Covaxinre-
sulted in a high immune response.

Decisions related to heterologous and ho-
mologous vaccines will await government
guidelines. Even if left to a physician’s judge-
ment, the supply chain situation will guide the
selection of the third dose. If more varieties of
vaccines are available, the choice of a heterol-
ogous third dose will be easier. In that context,
the arrival of the subunit protein vaccines will
be eagerly awaited, even as nasally adminis-
tered mucosal vaccines are being trialled.

Restricting eligibility for the third dose to
high risk groups of adults and older children
at this stage is a wise decision for two rea-
sons. The supply chain of vaccines is still not
wide enough toimmediately cover all adults
and all children through the expanded pro-
gramme. Even as production volumes are ris-
ing, India has to meet international obliga-
tions as well. Further, our vaccination teams
cannot focus exclusively on Covid vaccina-
tion. Routine immunisation of children and
pregnant women should not be neglected,
as it is a high public health priority that lost
ground in the initial stages of the pandemic.
Extension of the protective doses to other
adults and coverage of younger children can
be implemented later when our domestic
supplies of Covid vaccines are more abun-
dant and vaccination teams can take up the
full range of vaccinations.

The writer, a cardiologist and epidemiologist,
is President, Public Health Foundation of India
(PHFI). The views expressed are personal
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In China, road to 20th Party Congress is marked by factional betrayals

SHIKHA AGGARWAL

XIJINPING CONTINUES to remain the most
addictive enigma in international political dis-
course. He has delivered on his next act with
the downfall of China’s former Justice Minster,
FuZhenghua due to corruption charges. Since
Fu played a pivotal role in bringing down Xi's
first “tiger”, Zhou Yongkang, his fall signals the
beginning of Xi’s plans to cover up his tracks
ahead of the 20th Party Congress. Therefore,
this event heralds the second phase in Xi’s
mission to dominate the political-security
(zhengfa) apparatus of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP).

The first part of this meticulously crafted
orchestra began with the fall of China’s for-
mer security tsar,Zhou Yongkang, and served
asa prelude to Xi's long-drawn venture to cut
offhis umbilical cord with his political cradle,
the Shanghai clique. Xi’s choice of the anti-
corruption campaign as his primary weapon
is itself laden with significant strategic nu-
ances. As the CCP had for long recognised cor-
ruption as an existential threat, adopting an
unbridled anti-corruption programme at the
core of his governance model allowed Xi to
garner support from the party elders for his
initial actions. In fact, by 2013 Xi wasn't yet
powerful enough to have taken on Zhou with-
out the blessings of the party elders.

Similarly, the political-legal apparatus has
been singled out as the most prominent and
sustained battlefield as this arm of the party
has direct bearing on the “political security”
of the CCPregime. Moreover, the Zhengfa sys-
tem is the one where the influence of Zhou
Yongkang was the most pronounced.

From 2007-2012, Zhou represented the

As the CCP had for long
recognised corruption as an
existential threat, adopting
an unbridled anti-corruption
programme at the core of his
governance model allowed
Xi to garner support from
the party elders for his initial
actions. In fact, by 2013 Xi
Jinping wasn't yet powerful
enough to have taken on
Zhou without the blessings
of the party elders.

Central Political and Legal Affairs Commission
(CPLAC) — the apex body of the Zhengfa sys-
tem on the Politburo Standing Committee
(PBSC). Before that, he was a politburo mem-
ber between 2002-2007 and simultaneously
served as the Minister of Public Security. As
such, Zhou sat at the triumvirate of three pow-
erful positions within the party, the party’s se-
curity apparatus, and the state security ma-
chinery. In fact, barring Hua Guofeng and
Wang Fang, no other Minister of Public
Security had by far held concurrent positions
within the Party’s organisational set-up. This
allowed Zhou to entrench his proteges within
the Zhengfa system. Since the beginning of
the anti-corruption campaign, at least three
of his proteges serving as the vice ministers of
public security have come under the corrup-
tion net. These include Sun Lijun, Meng
Hongwei, and Li Dongsheng.

Zhou's penetration within China’s politi-
cal-legal apparatus could well have been one
of the primary reasons behind Jiang Zemin’s
approval of Xi Jinping’s actions against Zhou.
As an astute politician, Jiang well understood
the importance of retaining control over the
Zhengfa systeminacountry undergoing rapid
social and economic transformation. He even
exercised this control in the Hu Jintao admin-
istration by first getting Luo Gan, the then
Secretary of the CPLAC, elevated to the PBSC.
This was achieved by expanding the PBSC
membership from seven to nine members.
Zhou represented a continuum in this Jiang
Zemin scheme of things.

In order to exert supreme authority over
the Zhengfa system and prevent any machina-

tions designed for outside interference, Xi
Jinping once again reduced the strength of the
PBSC to seven members and demoted the
CPLAC head to the politburo. Both of Zhou'’s
successors in CPLAC, MengJiangzhu and Guo
Shengkun have been members of the polit-
buro, and not the standing committee.

At the 20th Party Congress, Wang
Xiaohong and Chen Yixin are tipped to be pro-
moted as heads of the Ministry of Public
Security and the CPLAC respectively. As both
these men belong to the Xi Jinping faction,
their promotion indicates that Xi's control over
the Zhengfa system is now complete and ab-
solute. It is exactly for this reason that the likes
of Fu Zhenghua who perhaps were all too
aware of the murky secrets of this long battle
need to be eliminated. The next target in this
line appears to be Huang Ming, who was re-
moved from the Ministry of Public Security
along with Fu in 2018. This puts the fate of
Wang Qishan, China’s Vice President and the
man who by all means knows the most about
Xi Jinping once again open to speculation.

Any attackon Wang would be regarded as
yet another on the powerful faction within
China’s elite politics and might generate a
great deal of disconcertion among them. The
road to the 20th Party Congress is a saga of
fallen power-centres, factional betrayals, and
overturned loyalties —all dedicated toaman'’s
relentless pursuit of his “China Dream”.

The writer, a Senior Fellow at India
Foundation, is currently in Taipei on the
Taiwan Fellowship awarded by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Taiwan
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SWEARING-IN

THE 12TH MINISTRY of Kerala headed by
Congress () leader K Karunakaran was sworn
in on December 26. The governor, Jothi
Venkatachalam accepted the United
Democratic Front’s (UDF) claim of majority
and formally invited Karunakaran to form a
government. Though firmly disputed by the
CPM-led Left Democratic Front, the governor
said she was convinced of the UDF claim, but
left it to be proved on the floor of the assem-
bly as offered by the UDF. The minister is to be
sworn with the former chief minister CM
Mohammed Koya of the Muslim League as
Deputy Chief Minister. It will have eight mem-

bers. The UDF convenor P Joseph said that the
ministry will be expanded later. The assembly
will be convened as early as possible, he said.

SOLIDARITY’S CALL

SOLIDARITY CIRCULATED A clandestine bul-
letinin Warsaw saying that the representatives
of the top church and Communist Party offi-
cials were negotiating for “a political solution”
in Poland’s crisis. The bulletin dated December
23 urged expanded protests to “strengthen the
position of the representatives of the Church”.
It called Communist Party members to resign
and Warsaw residents to place candles on their
windows to mourn those murdered by the

New Delhi

military and the police.

ASSAM STALEMATE

THERE IS LESS optimism regarding the next
round of negotiations on the Assam problem
as compared to the previous round. It is ac-
knowledged ininformed circles thatan agree-
ment is possible only if the Prime Minister is
personally present at the negotiations, the
Opposition leaders show statesmanship and
the agitating leaders show enterprise in tak-
ing a decision. While the complexity of the
problem is a major factor in the stalemate, an
immediate issue has been the lack of credibil-
ity on part of the government negotiators.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, DECEMBER 27,2021

THE IDEAS PAGE

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“As with Boris Johnson, the Covid bug, not the machinations of Russia, China

and the US, may yet be Macron’s and Europe’s undoing.”

—THE OBSERVER

In crisis, it takes three

Pandemic requires synergy between scientists, bureaucrats and politicians.
Overstepping boundaries can be minimised through mutual dialogue

ANAND KRISHNAN

ALL MAJOR PUBLIC health problems need
combined technical, bureaucratic and polit-
ical efforts to effectively address them with
an understanding and respect for each
other’s role. Technical people or people of sci-
ence are characterised by training and ex-
pertise in a specific area which they are ex-
pected to regularly update and provide
advice on based on evidence. Policymakers
or elected representatives are the ones who
choose the final set of interventions and
arrange for the resources to implement
them. Bureaucrats, or those engaged in ad-
ministration, work through a hierarchical
system toimplement these interventions or
programmes to achieve a given result. While
technical people derive their power from
their knowledge and expertise, bureaucrats
exert their power due to their positionin the
hierarchy, and politicians derive their power
and legitimacy directly from the people. All
are expected to work to maximise the pub-
lic good without any personal agenda.

In simpler terms, technical people iden-
tify possible solutions and their characteris-
tics, politicians choose the intervention mix,
provide resources and the bureaucrats im-
plement them. Let’s take the example of rou-
tine vaccination. Sequential actions and de-
cisions are related to the generation of
evidence on the disease burden and effec-
tiveness of a vaccine, recommendations by
the National Technical Advisory Group on
Immunisation (NTAGI), acceptance of these
recommendations by policymakers and allo-
cation of sufficient resources and finally, im-
plementation in terms of arranging logistics
and ensuring supply by administrators. The
field level implementation would again be
carried out by technical implementers, usu-
ally monitored by a lower-level bureaucrat.

However, we know thatin real life all this
does not happen sequentially, and overstep-
ping of boundaries, knowingly or unknow-
ingly, occurs by all three sets of people.
During the current pandemic, many scien-
tists have openly taken positions on differ-
ent pandemic response options including
lockdowns or school closures, which involve
issues way beyond science. The use of math-
ematical models to justify a particular polit-
ical point of view was noted. The choice of
people in NTAGI (National Technical
Advisory Group on Immunisation) may have
political overtones. Many high-level techni-
cal people are also known to use their per-
sonal influence over policymakers to facili-
tate the process of policy development, or at
least in setting the agenda.

Atypical bureaucratisation of aresponse
is that the process becomes more important
than the end. The best example of such a ten-
dency is when targets are fixed for every-
thing and they become the end in itself.
Often, such target setting is politically driven.
However, we have enough experience —
from sterilisation drives to reporting of
cholera and malaria — to know that fixing
targets creates problems such as fake entries
or non-entries. The practice of thermal test-
ing and collecting phone numbers outside
malls and offices when the pandemic s at a

low-ebbis clearly a massive exercise in futil-
ity. The restriction of basic public benefits to
those who are unvaccinated is an exercise of
power in the worst possible sense and has
no scientific basis.

Both administrators and politicians
want to be seen as doing something even if
these are not scientifically appropriate. Is
this acceptable if it helps governments gain
trust and if there is better adherence to
other interventions? Scientists will not
agree. Lack of a clear-cut technical defini-
tion of community transmission enabled
politicians to have a particular “narrative”.
In addition, commercial interests, say of
drug or vaccine manufacturers, are known
toinfluence decisions through any of these
three groups of people.

Aformer DG of ICMR is once said to have
remarked that there are no technical people
at ICMR headquarters and that all the “sci-
entists” have become bureaucrats. Even the
WHO has been struggling to define the right
combination of technical and bureaucratic
staff. Does the WHO do science or manage
science? Most knowledgeable people would
say that it manages science, and gets others
to “do” the science part. Is the WHO’s work
technical or more political, especially as it
navigates inter-country issues, especially
during a pandemic. Quite evidently, the
WHO's oversight is political in nature.

This problem is not restricted to health
and sciences. Such things are also seenin de-
fence, finance, economic, and agriculture
ministries, to name a few. Most of these min-
istries have a running feud between the tech-
nical and bureaucratic wings. These fault
lines have always existed but become critical
inan emergency — for defence in a war-like
situation, for the finance ministry in an eco-
nomic crisis and for health in a pandemic.

In general, whenever such a debate on
crossing boundaries arises, the narrative is
always that science is right or has the right
answers whereas politicians and bureaucrats
are somehow lower in the pecking order. Is
this viewpoint valid? Knowledge is useless
ifitis not applied for public benefit. It is politi-
cians and administrators who enable this to

In general, whenever such a
debate on crossing
boundaries arises, the
narrative is always that the
science is right or has the
right answers whereas
politicians and bureaucrats
are somehow lower in the
pecking order. Is this
viewpoint valid? Knowledge
is useless if it is not applied
for public benefit. It is
politicians and the
administrators who enable
this to happen. While one
can have a clear boundary in
pure sciences like
mathematics or physics, this
is not true for applied
sciences like medicine and
definitely not applicable to
public health.

CR Sasikumar

happen. While one can have a clear bound-
ary in pure sciences like mathematics or
physics, this is not true for applied sciences
like medicine and definitely not applicable
to public health. The 19th century German
physician and thinker Rudolf Virchow once
said “Medicine is a social science and poli-
tics is nothing else but medicine on a large
scale”. He meant that while public health has
to identify solutions, its implementation is
in the hands of politicians.

I believe that rather than calling for do-
ing away with turf wars, we work towards
defining clearer boundaries between these
three wings, so that one wing hands over the
driver’s seat to the next with a well-defined
endpoint. Thereis also a need to putin place
better dialogue mechanisms to sort out frac-
tiousissues. After all, technical issues will im-
pactimplementation and vice versa. Clearer
boundaries also help in ensuring accounta-
bility, something that we need to have in this
pandemic, at some point of time.

While, our preparedness to deal with fu-
ture pandemics requires all these three
wings to review their role and approach, [
will restrict my advice to scientists. For that,
[ cannot do better than to paraphrase the ad-
vice of Alfred Sommers: Be balanced, objec-
tive and credible. Wait till the evidence is
solid; if the data are wanting, accept that you
may not have all the answers but in an emer-
gency don’t hesitate to give a guarded opin-
ion. Perspectives other than science are also
valuable as health policy involves issues
other than what epidemiologists and other
scientists know or care about, so do not go
beyond your area of expertise.

Scientists should realise that they need
politicians and administrators to achieve
public health gains and should learn to give
them due respect. This problem of overstep-
ping boundaries can only be minimised by
aligning public health, administrative and
political goals by mutual dialogue.

The writer is Professor at Centre for
Community Medicine at the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi.
Views are personal

We are us and them

Both the liberal and the bigot lie within. That's our precarious predicament

T M KRrRisHNA

THROUGH THIS COLUMN, I hope to continue
the conversation that Pratap Bhanu Mehta ini-
tiated on these pages (‘Hindus After Hindutva’,
[E, December 16). Mehta rightly highlights the
dangers of constructing a dichotomous rela-
tionship between Hinduism and Hindutva,
where associating with one purifies, the other
pollutes. But I will cut Rahul Gandhi a little
slack because this positioning is today an elec-
toral necessity. Non-BJP parties are struggling
to find a vocabulary that allows them to re-
main connected to the Hindu universe, and
they desperately need the vocabulary to con-
vince Hindus to reject the BJP. Whether this
strategy will work, | don’t know.

ButIwould suggest that our present strug-
gle is not a confrontation between the vile
Hindutva-vadi and the tolerant Hindu. Our
situation is far more precarious because these
two personas exist within each one of us. In
other words, the Hindu is also the Hindutva-
vadi and vice versa. Similarly, within the lib-
eral Muslim lies the bigot and the chauvinist
lingers beneath the all-embracing Christian.
The atheist is not immune to this virus; she
too is infected and simply uses ideological
frameworks to perpetuate hate. The frighten-
ing part is that this is not hypocritical. We are
truly both, and have evolved sophisticated
ways of rationalising the coexistence of these
opposites. With every rationalisation, the
Hindutva-vadi ascends. Decency and moral-
ity are twisted to defend the sectarian inside.

Religion survives because of its contradic-
tions. On the one side it recommends com-
passion even as it promotes hegemonic con-
solidation. The implied understanding is that
to share love within the community, we need
to hate the “outsider”. The faithful are partic-
ipants in this constant philosophical tug of
war. In the past, to some extent, the spiritual
ethic subsumed our hatefulness; today, intox-
icated as we are with fear and anger, there is
no space for such sublimation. Maybe harping
onabetter pastis also unsubstantiated nostal-
gia. Religion has always been weaponised, but
there is a difference in what we are witness-
ing today: Othering as a nationally accepted
action plan. The resentments of the past were
constantly fanned, a simmering volcano just
below the surface. When, on occasion, it
erupted, it was quickly suppressed; the gen-
esisignored. And as silent onlookers who in-
habit shared cultural spaces and perpetuate
the foundational negative values that lead to
violence, we too are culpable. Throughall this,
the powerful who lived outside the realm of
faith have refused to engage with religion with
respect. If we seek conversation with, and a
change of heart among, Hindutva-vadis, we
must find a way to begin these sincere con-
versations within our hearts.

We have always been afflicted by the dis-
ease thatidealises both the good and the evil,
and hence we paint characters monochro-
matically. Mehta is right about Ravana; he was

dharmic and adharmic. Do we have the
courage to say the same of Rama? The sepa-
ration of the Hindu and Hindutva also comes
from our inability to critically perceive the one
we worship. When faith is just a metaphysi-
calillusion for affirmation and internal grati-
fication, Hindutva is a necessary antithesis.
Butif faithis a challenging space for reflection,
we don’t need a separated identity for our ug-
liness. Even if some of Rama’s actions are un-
acceptable to me, my bhakti does not dimin-
ish. If anything, Rama becomes the truth,
reality. Similarly, Rama Rajya must not be pa-
raded asa flawless archetype, because itopens
the door to the Hindu/Hindutva separation.

The other problem with Islamophobia be-
ing seen as synonymous with Hindutva s that
it allows for the evasion of any discourse on
casteism and gender discrimination. Where
will they be placed: Under Hinduism or
Hindutva? There can be no honest solidarity
with Muslim citizens without the recognition
of caste and gender discrimination of Hindu
citizens. Many who speak of the evils of
Hindutva are often casually casteist and
misogynistic. There also exists the anti-caste
Islamophobe who wants to do away with
casteism so that Muslims can be cornered
more effectively. Is such a person a Hindu or
Hindutva-vadi?

There is another point of contention, and
this comes from a different quarter:
Ambedkarites. The argument is that

Hinduism and Hindutva are one and the
same, and there is only one possible solution
to the problem they pose: Demolition of the
Hindu faith. While I understand this point of
view, I do not see it as a solution. This stance
shuts the door on any conversation with the
savarna Hindu. For our society to change, this
thorny conversation has to happen over a sus-
tained period of time. The savarna bhakta has
to undergo socio-spiritual realisation, for
which he has to listen to Dalit voices. But if
that voice brands every savarna Hindu as be-
yond redemption until he rejects his faith, it
terminates all possibility of creative transfor-
mation. The faithful are part of a structural de-
sign that is inherently hierarchical and many
unthinkingly participate in oppressive group
action. Ambedkar gifted us Navayana
Buddhism, but we also need Navayana
Hinduism.

There are many who have been indoctri-
nated into believing that the aggressive, vi-
cious and bullying Hindu is the need of the
hour. We need a discourse that acknowledges
the existence of Hindutva within every one of
us and convincingly points to the dangers it
poses to our very existence. Our country
stands at the edge of a cliff. We cannot afford
to tip over, remain stationary or step back. We
need to build bridges that take us across to the
hills and valleys that surround us.

The writer is a musician and an author

Commission
and omission

Letter to EC on a meeting convened by PMO
illustrates, and warns of, a changing
institutional landscape

BEYOND THE IMMEDIATE controversy gen-
erated by the Ministry of Law and Justice’s
letter to the Election Commission of India
(EC) on a meeting convened by the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) on the common elec-
toral roll, lies the terrain of India’s institu-
tional structure and its traditions and con-
ventions. The letter is a product of achanging
landscape; hence, it would be appropriate to
derive certain logical conclusions from the
ministry’s press communique and a portion
of the ministry’s letter that has appeared in
the media and which has not been denied.

The communique clarifies that the PMO
had only addressed its communication con-
vening the meeting to the cabinet secretary,
law secretary and secretary, legislative de-
partment. It was the secretary, legislative de-
partment (SLD) who “thought it appropri-
ate” to “invite officials of the Election
Commission to this meeting”. The PMO did
not seek to, at the initial stage, involve the EC
in the meeting. It was completely in order for
SLD to suggest involving the ECin this meet-
ing. In keeping with standard practice, the
legislative department would have ap-
proached the ECfor its participation only af-
ter clearing it with the PMO. It is inconceiv-
able for even a nodal department to take
such an initiative on its own.

The text of the legislative department’s
letter has not been released but the available
excerpt points toa troubling discrepancy with
the communique. The communique states
that the “final operative paragraph” of the EC
letter “requested Secretary, Election
Commission of India to attend the meeting”.
However, this is hardly in harmony with the
contents of these specific words in the pub-
lished excerpt, “Principal Secretary to PM will
chairameeting...and expects CECto be pres-
ent during the conference”. These words are
as “operational” as can be. They do not admit
any other explanation. Thus, is it tenable to
suggest that the chief election commissioner
(CEC)was not “expected” to attend the meet-
ing? The distinction between the CECand the
institution he heads, the EC, is obvious.

Itwas correct for the CECto take umbrage
with the letter and he was “extraordinarily
generous” inaccepting SLD’s lame “clarifica-
tion”.In the absence of transparency, doubts
will linger that at least some PMO officials or
some secretaries to the government now
“expect” heads of independent constitu-
tional bodies, like the CEC, to participate in
meetings convened by the principal secre-
tary to the prime minister. That has an obvi-
ous bearing on the institutional balance of
the Indian polity.

The national good requires that the three
organs of the state and independent consti-
tutional bodies function harmoniously inac-

cordance with their constitutional and legal
mandates. Italso needs that their inter-se re-
lations are marked by a desire to maintain
each other’s dignity. Clearly, they need to
consulteach other but that has to be in keep-
ing with convention and tradition. Kanhaiya
Lal Misra, a legendary advocate of the
Allahabad High Court, well known for his
wisdom and learning, said this about the sig-
nificance of traditions and conventions: “The
muscles and the sinews, the coursing blood
(are) that give(s) to an institution like the
High Court its strength, its resilience and
even its glory”. What Misra said about high
courts applies generally to the polity as a
whole. That is why those who head state or-
gans and institutions need to abide by con-
ventions and traditions and zealously guard
them. It is through such endeavours — and
not the path of convenience — that they can
sustain the role thatis expected of their insti-
tutions and the polity’s balance.

Naturally, traditions and conventions are
notsetin stone. They evolve through the pas-
sage of time. This is all the more so when
many of them are derived from colonial
times. This has happened in India from the
1960s. Traditions and conventions also can-
not be allowed to come in the way of national
progress. But the only sure yardstick to judge
changesin conventions and traditionsin the
functioning of institutions and in their inter-
action among themselves is this: Have they
strengthened the foundations of Indian
democracy in all its manifestations?

The historical experience of the ages
shows that all political power is inherently
expansive. This has been witnessed in India
too where elected Indian executives of dif-
ferent ideological persuasions have sought,
attimes, toride roughshod over the other or-
gans and institutions through notions of
“committed bureaucracy and judiciary” and
sticks and carrots. Hence, democratic poli-
ties seek to put constraints through inde-
pendent institutions. It is wrong to consider
these institutions as part of the executive.
Consultations between independent insti-
tutions and the executive should occur, but
it would be appropriate and graceful for the
political and bureaucratic executive to show
respect for independent institutions.

The judicial organ too has flexed its
muscles through interpretations, which
have creatively empowered it in a manner
that is a departure from tradition but also
through elastic interpretations of the
Constitution as in the matter of judges’ ap-
pointments. And those who head the judi-
cial organ of the state have themselves bro-
ken convention even if they have remained
within the law. The first to do sowas noless
than a chief justice of India, who resigned
his office to stand as the Opposition candi-
date for the presidency in 1967.

The time has come for those who head
the organs of state and the institutions and
the public to scrutinise the entire corpus of
the Indian state’s conventions to strengthen
its democratic polity. This is especially so in
these times of fierce ideological contestation
and no holds-barred politics.

The writer is a former diplomat

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

HATE SPEECH

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Draw
the line’ (IE, December 25). What hap-
pened at a religious occasion in
Haridwar is not something unex-
pected. Hate speech has now become
the new normal and the accused are
eulogised instead of arraigned. The law
and order authorities are hesitant to
act against them. Now the spectacle of
PM Narendra Modi, attired in a colour-
ful dress, diving into the Ganga in
Kashi in the full view of the public has
left nothing to the imagination about
the BJP’s agenda for saffronising the
country. Given this situation, the right-
thinking people sitting on the fence
nonchalantly will have to come down
on one side to fight the polarising
forces to the end. Shutting eyes to this
stark reality will harm the country’s
unity and democracy immensely.
Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Draw the
line’ (IE, December 25). The speeches
made by some Hindu religious leaders
and political activists in saffron robes
have brought great shame to the country
and its constitutional and religious val-
ues. One only hopes that the
Government of India swings into action.
The top leadership in the country needs
to crack the whip and make it clear that
it stands by the core constitutional val-
uesoftheland. Itis afit case forinvoking
provisions of anti-terror laws, as the in-
citement to genocide against the minori-
ties poses a grave threat to public order.
One expects the SC to intervene in this
extremely important,emergent matter.

SSPaul, Nadia

WIN FOR SPORTS

THISREFERSTO the article ‘They, too, are
champions’(IE, December 24)and ‘Play-
and-live’ (IE, December 25). Coming from
Pullela Gopichand, the man who himself
has a reputation for training multiple
Olympic medallists and top-notch shut-
tlers, the article aptly questions our ap-
proach to judging sporting acumen just
through the lens of the medals and hon-
ours. Itis only when we look at sports as
an integral part of good physical and
mental health canwe be able to persuade
more people to take up sports, which
would then highly increase the odds of
producing medallists at international
championships. What we need to under-
stand is that in spite of who finishes on
the podium and who doesn'’t, it is sports
that wins when more people get into it
with honesty and enthusiasm.

Meghna Mandal, Ulhas Minitown

TIMELY VISIT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Mending
fences’ (IE, December 25). Foreign secre-
tary Harsh Vardhan Shrigla's visit to
Myanmar shows New Delhi's prudent
and timely intervention in Myanmar.
Recent events in the northeast suggest
that to keep the region stable, engage-
ment with Myanmar is necessary.
Moreover, India cannotignore the attack
on democracy in the neighbourhood.
Taking a balanced position on the issue
iswhat the situation demands. Asking for
in-person engagement with Aung San
Suu Kyu, even though unsuccessful, sug-
gests New Delhi is well position to tread
this tight rope walk of balanced position.

Dewang Thosar, Raigad

New Delhi
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Open E-Tender Notice :HP! fafies  sreuemtel  $-Taferar
Open Tender Notice No.:- SPJ-ST-§-23-2021 : e el deenai
DRM (S&T)/Samastipur invites open e- a{g'qaﬁ ﬁﬁ
fenders on behalf of president of India for| | FIfIRE req-ehref $-fferer &1 il &
following work. (1) Name of work with its fruifta fafr <1 12:00 <9 9% mEf=a &1
location:- Signalling Work in connection .
with Railway Electrifcation (RE) to suit 25| | 71 & o et fet 15'90,?’@ et STt |
K.VAC Traction workin NKE-RXL Sectionof | | ferega fereRor TR w5l # UehIe & S0RI=d
SPJ Division., (2) Approx. cost of the e ol I ore
work:- Rs. 2,70.91,956/- (Rupees Two g, , www.etender.up.
Crore Seventy Lakh Ninety-One Thousand nic.in W YA T A = FRA oAt
Nine Hundred Fifty-six only), (3) Earnest YR o Geiye/fafr famar %‘g’ faferar 'g?«r:{
Money to be deposited:- Rs. Nil, (4) Date & S | Rt off fifirer
Time for Submission of tender & opening it fof 7 At <t ki Edl
of tender:- 13/01/2022 Up to 16:00 Hrs.| |foFT &RUT s fe/eidieR. & w1
SRR Srdiewa o o QI -
AY-HTeA T -49,2021-22 220
.l ITHZ, TR (AEE) W 02 T 220
.Y, gRgImIS ‘A’ o Frmfor sl | -

i, Purvanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam

i _H:. Limited (PuVVNL) (A subsidiary of

S.Sinha College,Aurangabad

HEATAT TNV M Y (e ga WS |

TSR 3104 / WofHo , UET , 3R 3M0,2021-21 feqier 22.12.2021

qA

T FETE %k UA GEAT 2850 / o @0 / AT SAvigR/ 2021-22 fEAiw
02.12.2021 % BRT TS AvSH & 31 fafir= SAuei # areme SvigR &
?q $-Tfaerd P @t W off, g ffaar e 79 rafy TRl o
SR ff TH-TTel, oo BRI, SHYE add H Yaiad el SioigR
(fAfa=T Ho-E-9/2021-22) 7q Wt fAfaers o =1 € & &R 3% FM 7
$-2UeR Uied W FAfIaT srdeiie A i 31af q: foie 28.12.2021 9r@: 10:00
o5 9 fedieh 03.01.2022 UTd: 11:00 &S0 ok SQET St © | St ferer feien
03.01.2022 I UTa: 12:00 &1 3TENETAERT i rexerar § 7feq afdfa gR1 39
e H @rett St | ffeer @ ame vd qeread R

Quotation Notice UP Power Corporation limited)
Purvanchal Vidyut Bhavan, Vidyut
Nagar, P.O.- B.L.W., Varanasi- 221004
Website: http//www.etneder.up.nic.in Ref:
No. 3253/PuVVNL(V)/MM-I Date:
24.12.2021 Tender Date Extension The
date of submission & opening of e-tender
no., EAV-31/2021-22 is hereby extended up
to 11.01.2022 (15:00 PM) & 12.01.2022
(15:00 PM) respectively. Further details can
be seen at website www.etender.up.nic.in.
Other terms and conditions shall remain
same. Sd/- (Rajesh Kumar) Superintending
Engineer (MM-I) “SAVE ELECTRICITY IN
THE INTEREST OF NATION" wis:
sygfafafifaca), @mu-I -l fmmm fm:

Sealed quotations are invited by
registered Post so as to reach
the undersign office up to
03/01/2022 for New Year
College Diary, Students Diary,
Supply of Laptop Bag &
Stationary Item through reputed
& registered firms having |.T.
return and GST Return of the
registered Firm must be
enclosed with their application.
For More details visit the college,
website https://www.ssinhacoll
ege.co.in

The undersigned shall have

13/01/2022 at 16:30 Hrs, (5) Particulars of
website where full details of tender may
be seen:- www.ireps.gov.in For further
details please visit the website
www.ireps.gov.in

Divisional Railway Manager (S&T)

(3movo fi7) right to reject any or all the il E.C Railway, Samastipur| | 50/2021°22 132 wA ) S
PR/01422/SPJ/S&T/T/21-22/28 GRiE) qfiedes
UPID:172816,DATE: 24/12/2021 Srefieror SfvET quotations without assigning (er) R T 400 AL, T
WWW.UP.GOV.NIC.IN ; any reason thereof NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED G Tt w | S -51/2021-22 132
.UP. NIC. oy faurd ga ¥ y : | A Gowt. OF India Undertaki FA TTHS, AN i
Principal SIBLAN ROAD, BATHINDA - 151 B S:;; ;ﬁ_ﬁ;-”
. el | 3.2LHI.-
HOTICE INVITING TENDER 52/2021-22 132 7l SThS, T
E-londen in hwo-jar bid ayslem aoe inviled liom eepeceniad oo ieandslly EME) W 02 I 40 UH.ELU. URead®
() - @, g0 conRIleE for the fclivwing annial rate conlmack work ( 2 FHALR
W h 3BT NITHo| Vo | Estmaled| Penos [Costol] EMD | Towdarbamg| | O 63 Tl wiedsr @i @1 o |
R Deserpion | Cogtel | ol |Tamder| iRs) Aurtraity! EaW.-53,2021-22 220 HAL ITHS,
Central Bank of India ok i) cotaoy Tl Lemtaly | |<HA (areing) 100 TAY ot
. . WS |Mise Bcticall BT 160 TH.ALT, GReh H TO |
Regional Office, Mauryalok Complex, Patna-1 E,;E,:Jlf.' ﬁﬁ:ﬁ: i e | Re | DEMIRE)! | |afeorm | $dtafi-sa/2001-22 132
POSSESSION NOTICE [UNDER RULE 8 (1) OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002] 223 Bathinga for '-?;i‘,* fear | 1003 NI | |5 o 99K (sefiTe) W 40 AT
Notice is hereby given under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of (Security) Interest Act. 2002 (54 of tha Year YRR 1 BT 63 TH. AT, IRedsh o
2002), and in exercise of the power conferred under sub-section (12) of section 13 read with [rule 3] of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule birrivay ¥ grfed s SR -55,2021-22 132
2002. The Authorized Officer issued a Demand Notice on the dates noted against account as mentioned herein after, calling them to repay the For birher data ks 2nd 'ﬂmda‘n'mm.rusteiz R T s N KARSIR
amount within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Notice. The borrower/guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given % parkil wewepracure povin . Uk FIW (ﬁ 3(( ) W 132 &l
to the under noted borrower/guarantor and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below oy : BT T g amen ‘A & i @ @ anﬂam
in exercise of powers conferred on him _under Sec. 13(4) qf _Secnon 13. of Act read w_|th Rule 8 of the sgld Rules on the date mentlor_wed agalnst ?ﬂﬁl‘d-_vn, %ﬁﬁf TrEoT wUEH, A fg’l"ﬁ,
account. The borrower/guarantor in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealing with the W_W o W .
property will be subject to the charge of Central Bank of India for the amount and interest thereon mentioned against account herein below. N e | e forstett arer a: ﬁrga
The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section (13) of the Act, in respect of time available to redeem the ?ﬁ'a; TATEST ATTAhT LEUS-SIRIYY (@'-Fﬁ'{TJTa‘) G W GE “www.igpowerup. org”
secured assets. S 5 n ot 2330 -fa A, (30)/2-30 ferien-
Name Name of the Name of the owner & Description of Date of Date of Amount Amount ‘s‘— £\ ﬁ%IET SHATHATT AT 24/12/2021
of the | Accounts/Borrowers/ the property mortgaged Dem_and Posse§sion outstanding | outstanding WWW WW ST 3 Ieiiepd SRt § FeeRad
Branch Guaranter Notice Notice as on date | as on date of it ¥ o (Onli i 33 ST & N
Affixed | of Demand | Possession | | 70 T (Online) Fifer omifas 71 74 & so| | TATHE, TR UTfeSeR fT, ShiaT (SHETE)
Notice Notice RT HH:- SRIYY U AH TS SI& Jq™
Barh |Borrowers: Mis China |Description of the Immovable Property (Land & 13.01.2021| 22.12.2021 | 210,43,402/- | 210,43,402I- T 63 § 75 firell. =1 % HDPE w7 T 202ﬁ¢1ﬁwméa ifTee e T 3-vrerAe fafeer 9=
Bazar |Town Gift Corner. Building): Name of the Mortgagor: Mrs. Savitri (Rupees Ten | (Rupees Ten 90 faf. = % A= H. T 6 & 10 kg/em?, TREH Hed TeH F TS, . 28/fmtur/2021 fertien 24.12.2021
Branch |Prop.: Manoj Kumar  |Devi, W/o Bhola Prasad Bihari, Full particulars of lacs forty three |lacs forty three fosm, <fen i ®, FHeRM T ! . . : . FN
, , , SEXHARM FSORIFEY T, FORHR EH, wA, 23 3 3 i o & St d
and Property: Sale Deed No.-14444, dtd. 28.11.1983, thousand four | thousand IO FIRM T S Gtk T w1, 6 e ¢Re W WEd Wied Jee T e A ASTIe
Guarantor: Mrs. Savitri |Area-2.00 Decimal, Thana No.-56, Khata No.- hundred two | four hundred SR ’ = fwfofaa fmior %@ &g (Online ) H@EA e Mmia i S -
Devi, W/o Bhola Prasad|241, Kheshra No.-367, Holding No.-301/291, only) with two only) _ .| ST T faT SET | TtareT ST &t
Bihari. New Holding No.-232/327, Mauza-Kazi Moiuddin future Interest | and interest oh. |Frferar oh./feien ST ST AR ATt | 3wTHa 3‘(%“'@@5" # sife ot
Chak, Nawabkothi, thana & Pragna-gayaspur, and incidental thereon. /faen TR KRG RUEl - .
Registry & Sub-registry-Patna. Location of the charges w.e.f @ | @ 1 | TR e R HRe it 953.77 05.01.2022
gl;]opzrr:y: Bo;ndﬁ/lry;(NorthE-Rats'tval, S:g&h-S_:_t;szam 13.01.2021 sEd)| 5 F) 3Rk afcenT 1 I8 Tg faehm (T.No. 89519)
oudhary ka Makan, East-Mundrika akur, o - g ) (e = 1))
West-Laxmi Rai & Others. 1 |171/21.12.2021/ | T AT, ST, 0, T | 222,01 150000/ : Sl i
Barh |Borrowers: Akash Description of the Immovable Property (Land|24.05.2021|22.12.2021 | %16,35,886/- | 316,35,886/- 88942 ‘ggﬁ;‘%{ﬁﬁ SrETEE! | UhO kil Hlﬁql P SRR e ae
Bazar |Automobile & Building): Name of the Mortgagor: Bishun (Rupees (Rupees I FETS TS A= FHTC hitp://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ¥ SIS i ST Fehel €, el & oo 3 et
Branch |Prop.: Mr. Umesh Deo Singh S/o Late Tribhuvan Singh, Full Sixteen lac Sixteen lac 330 =7 e www.korbamunicipal.in T8 www.korba.urbanecg.gov.in ®
Singh particulars of Property: Sale Deed No.-7367, thirty five thirty five 2 (172/21.12.2021/ ofear va orseT & AR | 290.00 | 150000/- | | @ 5T wewd 21
Guarantor: Mr. Bishun |dtd.17.07.1986, Area-6.00 Decimal, Thana no.-53, thousand eight| thousand 89‘34‘3 %ﬁ kil T e e : s s Frator § wrer F11
Deo Prasad Singh S/o |Khata no.-47, Kheshra no.-460, Tauzi no.-8858, hundred eighty| eight hundred e
Late Tribhuvan Singh  |Mauza-Mahmadpur, Thana No.-Barh, Sub registry- six only) with |eighty six only) AT FHTC 338 -1 e/
Barh, Anchal-Barh, Distt.-Patna. Location of the future Interest | and interest 3 [173/21.12.2021/ | TR TSRS Tet Sehe o fafie| 286.81 |150000/- arefteror srfiretar
property: Boundary: North-Ram Sevak Singh, and incidental thereon. 89346 TTES W THS T TES TS R urfeseh form
South-Govt. Road, East-Kharidar Mokhir & Jamun charges w.e.f FF FHTC 299 71 39042 FHIET (SAEE)
Mahto & Sarjug Mahto, West-Land of Gorakshani. 24.05.2021 . - =
Barh |Borrowers: OM Sai_|Description of the Immovable Property (Land|26.05.2021| 22.12.2021 | 213,10,127/- | ¥13,10,127/- 4 |174/21.12.2021/ [ 3 ﬁa@ et o fafim| 251,91 |150000/- “IMPORTANT”
Bazar |Means Collection & Building): Name of the Mortgagor: Mr. (Rupees (Rupees 89347 TEEE § ThT T FOWS To ] ] ]
Branch |Prop.: Sujit Kumar and |Shyam Sundar Ram, S/o Late Banke Ram, Full Thirteen lac | Thirteen lac I FHTC 297 T Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
Guarantor: Mr. Shyam |particulars of Property: Sale Deed No0.5832, dtd. ten thousand | ten thousand 5 |175/21.12.2021/ | I TS Te Aret & fafm 223.58 |150000/- advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
Sundar Ram, S/o Late |09.09.1999, Area-15 Dhoor, Holding No.174(New), one hundred | one hundred SRS § e T T contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
Banke Ram 566(0Ild), Ward No.-22(New), 10(Old), Mauza- twenty seven | twenty seven 89348 A l b R be held responsible for S?JCh Co(nt)ents nor for an
Bihari Bigha, Salempur, P.S.-Barh, Dist.-Patna, only) with only) and FHTC 241 ‘:FT - - p N ’ y
Sub Registry-Barh, Anchal-Barh. Location the future Interest | interest SR fFmim %@ % siteRd (Online) fifew feii| [l0Ss or damage incurred as a result of
property: Mauza-Bihari Bigha, Salempur, P.S.- and incidental thereon. 12.01.2022 T SRR FT S & | 5T Sia fier %1 %1 fafae = g | | transactions with companies, associations or
Barh, Dist.-Patna, Sub Registry-Barh, Anchal-Barh. charges w.e.f =1, fareqa fafarer famfta, Fifer e wa o1 e -Tieiie 39 9ee individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Boundary: North-Ramji Bhagat, South-Giriza Devi, 26.05.2021 . ’ . & ? Publications. We therefore recommend that
East-Road. West-Kishori Rarm https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in R & ST Tkl T 1 o o : o g
- — =T/ readers make necessary inquiries before sending
Danapur Bo_rrowers. Mr. Descrlp_tlon of the Immovable Property (Lgnd 07.08.2021] 23.12.2021 ?37,87,738.90 ?37,87,738.l90 ; any monies or entering into any agreements with
Branch |Rajesh Kumar, Mr. & Building): Name of the Mortgagor: Mr. Rajesh (Rupees Thirty [ (Rupees Thirty 3" ad advertisers or otherwise actin on an
Dhiraj Kumar and Kumar, Mr. Dhiraj Kumar and Mr. Chandan Raj seven lacs seven lacs Tieh TR ATt Wue . - 9
Mr. Chandan Rajall  |all are s/o-Mr. Rajendra Prasad, Address of the eighty seven | eighty seven 66174 AR (STETE) advertisement in any manner whatsoever.
are s/o-Mr. Rajendra |Mortgagors: Vill+PO-Byapur, Ps-Maner, Dis- thousand thousand
Prasad and Patna, Pin-801503. Full particulars of Property: seven hundred|seven hundred r I - Email- ID
Co-borrower/ Registered Mortgage Deed No.12216, Dtd.- thirty eight and|  thirty eight l}ﬂ RIfI—SU HRYT-Ed (AP-H) od B uorT a1, . o gro
Guarantor: Mr. 02.11.2017, Area-2 Katha 10 dhur 0 dhurki, Tauzi ninety paisa | and ninety [ Sl P, e geg (Hiard) lass leds
Rajendra Prasad S/o  |no0.-5403, Thana no.21, Khata No0.397, Kheshra only) with paisa only) ! ! ' |
Late Akhilanand Singh |(Survey Plot No)-1614, SRO-Danapur. Location of future Interest | and interest e : fHowEo / FfdeT =T /2021795 s arcusren fAfaer il fedi— 24.12.2021
the property:- Mauza-Danapur Shahjadpur, Thana- and incidental thereon. AR - 8 s - Saart )
Rupaspur, Registry & Sub-registry-Danapur, Dist- charges w.e.f NN T;ﬁ il 3§ 03.01.2022 I X ag‘fﬁ & %?"Q N ngﬁjw &1%[ hi ) N ;go I T PERSONAL
Patna. Boundary: North-Road, South-Survey Plot 07.08.2021 e i o ”_; eva PAfIed o k SIS G JIRIE 230 Io7 SHfRere ] ]
no.1615, East-Part of Survey Plot no.1614, West- ATt/ SRt & e wreft S | IHanifS/0, NasruddinR/oRz 1
Shri Rajendra Prasad. ®. &R} &1 A arawo | exie | fifaar | ww | gofiever /35 GaliNo 4 Tughalkabad
Danapur |Borrowers: Mis Sona |Description of the Immovable Property (Land &]07.08.2021] 23.12.2021 | 372,81,855/- | 172,81,8551- | (e A) | e | o oen | @i | soft Exten New Delhi 110019 have
Branch |Bricks, Propri . i1ding) . ; - changed my name to Mohd
, Proprietor: Mr. |Building): Name of the Mortgagor: Mr. Rajendra (Rupees (Rupees 1. | Rorel < e WRIeRoT & oreeRia U W &5 B | 34.09 75000.00 | 2500.00 | 09 g H fforall
Rajesh Kumar, S/o Mr. |Prasad S/o Late Akhilanand Singh, Address of the Seventy two | Seventy two % 99 TS €, ROBO T BIH A T, FISIRET F gy +GST | = aneettorall purposes.
Rajendra Prasad and  |Mortgagors: Vill+PO-Byapur, Ps-Maner, Dis-Patna, lacs eighty lacs eighty e & g u‘rq SRR A AR PR aﬁﬁ # wit @y 0040597110-1
Co-borrower/ Pin-801503. Full particulars of Property: Sale one thousand | one thousand Wiotio st R/ qersteor s |
Guarantor: Mr. Deed No.-4630, Dtd.-25.08.2000, Area-2 Katha eight hundred | eight hundred k)
Rajendra Prasad S/o |10 Dhur 0 Dhurki, Tauzi No.-5403, Thana no.21, fifty five only) | fifty five only) 2. | frerm fawre wig o SaRor & orr Qe WA & | 3327 | 7500000 | 250000 | 09 q PUBLIC NOTICE
Late Akhilanand Singh, |Khata No.397, Kheshra (Survey Plot no)-1614, with future and interest PTG F g 7-01 F IR @ FEH BT JAT TIASYR N +GST | #1® W
Mr. Dhiraj Kumar S/o  |SRO-Danapur. Location of the property:- Mauza- Interest and thereon. [ fagR 3 dlowo gRT s RIS 6T B1Y | inffmsntﬁ;f myudile%taSm?r\%eeen:r[?e\%
Mr. Rajendra Prasad Danapur Sajadpur, Thana-Danapur, Registry & Sub- incidental 3. | BreT Ao 9T fera Uit & raiid femT 9+ &85 8.98 27000.00 | 1000.00 | 06 T Wio Sh. Balwant Singh R/0 3168 C, GaliNo|
and Mr. Chandan registry-Danapur, Dist-Patna. Boundary: North-15 charges w.e.f Ppremty 3 Ryl 3 e @i GsT | == 231, Chander Nagar, Tri Nagar Delhi-
Raj S/o Mr. Rajendra |t Road, South-Survey Plot No.1615, East-Plot 07.08.2021 mﬁﬂrﬁ 1 ¥ < b N 110035is thejointownerof e property No
Prasad. no.1614(P), West-Aahar PRDA Road. ' 1901, situated at Govind Puri Extension,
- &) I o T fET T &5 Bt b SRS | 940 | 29000.00 | 1000.00 | 06 T New Deli which was purchased by my
Danapur |Borrowers: Mr. Description of the Inmovable Property (Land &]07.08.2021| 23.12.2021 | %26,25,111/- | %26,25,111/- 4 < s S B A Al & -, ’ : GéT - clientfatherLate Sh. HavaldarLal Chand.
Branch |Chandan Raj, S/o Mr. |Building): Name of the Mortgagor: Mr. Rajendra (Rupees (Rupees cefl | it WS? e o %gg * m‘""‘”'ha"efmas?”@'ﬁ@ﬁ"*“i“‘ﬂ
Rajendra Prasad and |Prasad S/o Late Akhilanand Singh, Address of the Twenty six Twenty six GERIBROT BT BT Tl Beras 5 FeT T msaﬁr\?:s‘;?ggzgﬁyz;%gmz'sg?;rg;;t
Co-borrower/ Mortgagors: Vill+PO-Byapur, Ps-Maner, Dis-Patna, lacs twenty | lacs twenty R T H0Ho AR 1 P B | nofice | want to bring to the knowledge of
Guarantor: Mr. Pin-801503. Full particulars of Property: Sale five thousand | five thousand 5. | e fasr wr i e miieser & ot foum w & | g4 28000.00 | 100000 | 06 T public at Large, that that my client Smt
Rajendra Prasad Slo  [Deed No.-4125, Dtd.-31.08.1999, Area-2 Katha 10 one hundred | one hundred FTER F T TR ¥ aRerh el @1 doxflo gwT +osT | e sl
Late Akhilanand Singh |Dhur 0 Dhurki, Tauzi No.-5516, Thana no.22, Khata eleven only) | eleven only) QTR BT BRI TN AR Toet § BT BT & :':erﬁr:g ti?lteosslr? p:;’r’:géme?;}':go‘g
No.32, Kheshra (Survey Plot no)-11, SRO-Danapur. with future and interest SN TrsT REY RIg) g1 I Ugel 4TS O ASH BT GERIGRI] said property wit);mut the consent of my|
Location of the property:- Mauza-Jalalpur, Thana- Interest and thereon. Frt| client would be treated as illegal act af
Danapur, Registry & Sub-registry-Danapur, Dist- incidental hisherownrisk. Vibhor Bagga
Patna. Boundary: North-Road, South-Survey Plot charges w.e.f 6. | Forer fawm sl fasra wfray @ 3 T faer wn e | 986 30000.00 | 1000.00 |~ 08 < 21" December 2021 (Advocate)
No.11, East-Plot No.11, West-Road. 07.08.2021 Wﬂﬁﬁm&lﬁoﬁm @%ﬁmm ; f fae f%r; ?22% izl +GST | #E
Danapur |Borrowers: Mr. Description of the Immovable Property (Land &|07.08.2021| 23.12.2021 | ¥81,32,911/- | ¥81,32,911/- ; Wf? Y iﬁ —— ﬁ/ ; %_a( < PUBLIC NOTICE
Branch |Rajendra Prasad Building): Name of the Mortgagor: Mr. Rajendra (Rupees (Rupees < HE XI0%T0 Kill ! | Sanskriti Srivastava D/o Aditya
S/o Late Akhilanand |Prasad S/o Late Akhilanand Singh, Address of the Eighty one Eighty one 7. | forer fawrd T e mReR & orta fawm W & | 470 14000.00 | 500.00 | 06 T Pratap Rio 384, 2nd Flog’r,
Singh and Mortgagors: Vill+PO-Byapur, Ps-Maner, Dis-Patna, lacs thirty lacs thirty Frerel § AR uf¥em a1 7 56 F YW SN & W A w9 +GST | Hr® Lotuslane Society, Opposite
Co-borrower/ Pin-801503. Full particulars of Property: Sale two thousand | two thousand Faedrel Sl & TR TH Now0 gRT AT T FHf0r 7 | w,‘ziﬁpmsmz Pf”g? Station,
Guarantor: Mr. Deed No.-4125, Dtd.-31.08.1999, Area-2 Katha 10 nine hundred | nine hundred et A wadia R uitiewm @ s Qe itiknand 2z, indirapuram,
Dhiraj Kumar S/o Mr.  [Dhur 0 Dhurki, Tauzi No.-5516, Thana no.22, Khata eleven only) | eleven only) B | et 2 F1ore et o 1 5 1 @ RGN 3| sz2 | 1000000 | 50000 | 06 < A et M
Rajendra Prasad No.32, Kheshra (Survey Plot no)-11, SRO-Danapur. with future and interest e AT o & TR 9 Koo T B g +GST | #re declare that due to over sight in
Location of the property:- Mauza-Jalalpur, Thana- Interest and thereon. kil ' — my educational certificates my
Danapur, Registry & Sub-registry-Danapur, Dist- incidental 9. | forer fapm w ﬁ'cm TR & T dTetrgl  ArFgR 7.16 21000.00 | 1000.00 | 06 T fSa_th etr sn 3 methl s Aditya
Patna. Boundary: North-Road, South-Survey Plot charges w.e.f ufem & A+ fIER & fofo grT AT BT Gemdawor w1 | +GST | H1E Ri”y‘fssari‘\'f;;r;varf‘rf]afresxgi{n:r:z
No.11, East-Plot No.11, West-Road. 07.08.2021 10. | 7l faeT g fasrT witeRer & araeid faem & &= 859 25000.00 | 1000.00 | 06 T true name of my father and
Rajendra|Borrowers: Mr. Description of the Immovable Property (Land[21.12.2020(23.12.2021 | 314,45,327/- | 14,45,327/- BTG YR TR a1 7 56 fpeTe Ade arell well # +GST | 18 e A o anand Ria
Nagar |Mahesh Sharma & Building): All that part and parcel of Immovable (Rupees (Rupees oo o et | Adié:y;avPara¥apaSrivla);?av;a ggth
Branch, |S/o Shri Braj Mohan |Property (Land/Building) in the name of Mr. Guddu Fourteen Fourteen e Rrre @y Rierg Tiiexr ® st R names are my father’s name and
Patna |[Sharma Sharma S/o Mr. Braj Mohan Sharma. Details/ lakh forty five | lakh forty five . S [;ﬁ # W0%T0 T{Eﬁ; 636 18500.00 T?;Os'(f ]3% N Ria Chakravarty Riya Srivastava
Description of the propertyl/ies: Deed No.: Sale thousand thousand e ma STHe PR BN both names are my mother's
Deed No0.13776, dated 29.04.2011, Area-441 three hundred | three hundred RIS ! name
Sq.Feet or 1.0125 Decemal, Location: Mauza- twenty seven | twenty seven 1. | Fre faama we e WieRoT & srta fOeme 1 &3 | 3438 75000.00 | 2500.00 | 09 g
Shekhopur urf Sheikhpura, Haal Thana-Ram only) with only) and PTG & TR 2 ¥ HeIed [I8R T% AN &l Fafror q +GST | wE
Krishna Nagar, Dist.-Patna, Property details: future Interest interest RGN BT BRI, TUedrEs F-01 § A T MEDICAL AIDED
Khata No.37, Tauzi No.28, Thana No.111, Survey and incidental thereon. HePh BT 4I0dI0 gRT Tai=ior qer rerid 8rd Geinl F Sirsh
Plot No.687. Boundary: North-Smt. Meena Devi, charges w.e.f BT B Tgeb BT TR0 FRT G: T e | TSurendran K, aged 48 yoars
South-12 feet Rasta, East-Smt. Priya Priyadarshi, 21.12.2020 - o ’ ’
West-Smt. Kanti Devi 13 | fretr fasra Wi faerd Widexor & aria faems aWr &= | 3448 75000.00 | 2500.00 | 09 q reSldmgﬁai_Kollingodecﬁerale,
—— BTG & Wadl Bl & Beel TarIg § Aofo gRT ARt &1 GST | =® am sutering from (/hronic
Rajendra |Borrowers: Mr. Dilip  |Description of the Immovable Property (Land|23.02.2021|23.12.2021 4 4 T S ﬁaﬁﬁmﬁfozfﬁlﬁmﬁﬁmﬁwgd‘gﬁo * Kidney Disease stage 5 and |
z idi . . AL ant need to wundergo kidney
Nagar |Kumar Sharma S/o Sri|& Building): All that part and parcel of Immovable 1,06,05,368.47|1,06,05,368.47 8 &7 BT e A Rie & TP ) ! ‘
Branch, [Chandra Dev Sharma |Property (Land/Building) in the name of Mrs. (Rupees One | (Rupees One ¥ e a1 ogh Eﬁ ; ga?rﬁ tTrﬁ’;i’;’;”;f:ﬁ’e”&e;;‘;ﬁ?ﬁf&
Patna |and Sadhana Sharma W/O Mr. Dilip Kumar Sharma. crore six lakh | crore six lakh ER TP HIT T Y1010 &RT ' Rs. 35 Lakhs approximately. As
Guarantor: Mrs. Details/Description of the property/ies: Deed five thousand | five thousand 14. | e faerr ek foerr wifereRor & Sr=iiey faur < & | 7.55 22000.00 | 1000.00 | 06 < | have severe financial
Shadhna Sharma W/O |No.: Sale Deed No0.9948, dated 31.03.2010, Area- three hundred | three hundred PTATGH B BN F FAM AR A AR f[Ga) & B T FSh +GST | #IE constraints, | seek financial
Mr. Dilip Kumar Sharma|Four storied building in 1250 sq.ft. area, Location: sixty eight and | sixty eight and BT STRIGRT BT | istance from broad minded
Mauza-Prithwipur, Das Company Lane, Lohanipur, paisa forty paisa forty 15 | Brer Rrara S Freed g @ ared R 986 30000.00 | 100000 | 06 = philanthropists. ~ Mentioned
PO+PS-Kadamkuan, Patna. Property details: seven only) seven only) ' N S Y HT?EET S0 mﬂa; ’ ' +GéT - below are my bank details for
Khata No.56, Tauzi No.244, Thana No.5, M.S. Plot with future | and interest Frfor a7 | gmd ;fﬂ;}sfer-_ State Bank of
No.1351, Ward No.25, Circle No.19. Boundary: Interest and thereon. pac Name: tate Bank o
North-Ganga Mushar, South-Most Phuleswari, East- incidental 16. | 7 uam ¥ g faer ‘JT@'CW’T @ S U WS | g0 27000.00. | 1000.00 | 06 T Branch: Kollengode
Gali, West-Fakirchand. charges w.e.f Tl & i B Far # Vel Prefl @1 w<d @ +GST | w® Branch Code: 18319
23.02.2021 oIl TR ferer aRar @ wed o1 fowfo gRT g Ffor Alc No: 35013984900
Date :24.12.2021 Authorised officer ol ISFC Code: SBIN0018319
Place : Patna CENTRALBANKOFINDIA e — (1. ffder T fareaxoer e o srifera 3§ e ff Frf feaw 3§ <t S warh 2 1 (2. s_veR eIl ffdeT o e
Y YIIAT—T & AT Her™ BT JIfard 81T, ST U AR (qeheian)), 157 Y fauor ars, gegrh & 1 derds 21 |
(3. A€ 01.01.2022 T Brafera wHT & = SN T 5 HY fAuer 91 # vofiga Saart @ & sofiar & e |
(4.USNRd SHER /¥ BT AONAR Yd F AR ST &) Gt STRTT ) T & ATl B @) e ar & rgar & fFAfdar &
SR | (5. SURTa fAfaaT <og Y fauor 91 o davage www.ukapmb.org TR ) ST Had B |
N U ABIYTHSD (AB1DT)
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If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

INDIATOTAL DOSES

CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

141,37,72,425

(1st DOSE: 83,55,49,174; 2nd:57,82,23,251)

M Firstdose M Seconddose

80,00000

LAST 10 DAYS (daily)

DOSES ON DECEMBER 25 36,46,021

DOSES ON DECEMBER 25, BY STATE

57,67,010 26,36,595
40,00,000 /\/\/\ N
16,92,271 V
7 v 10,09,426:
0 T T T T T T T T T T

DEC 24 :73,86,104 (1ST DOSE: 10,09,426; 2ND: 26,36,595)

TOP5 BOTTOM 5*

Uttar Pradesh 11,17,704 Kerala 10,969
Rajasthan 3,63,017 Punjab 15,476
Bihar 3,07,001 Chhattisgarh 37,188
Maharashtra 2,84,858 Telangana 49,032
Madhya Pradesh 219,772 Assam 67,982

*Excluding states smaller than Delhi by population (Census 2011)

ACTIVE CASES ‘
76,766

O 266

fromDec 24

Source: Ministry of Health
& Family Welfare; Dec 25
figures updated on Dec 26

Cases in China hit recent high,

Pk *

AMITABH SINHA
PUNE, DECEMBER 26

CHINA DETECTED more than 150 new
coronavirus infections on Saturday,
the highest daily count since the mid-
dle of June, Bloomberg reported.
Almost all the new cases were from
the northwestern Shaanxi province,
whose main city Xi’an was put under
lockdown last week follow-
ing the detection of over
120 cases there.

It was not clear whether
any of these infections were
caused by the Omicron
variant. China has been re-
porting very few cases,
mostly in single or double
digits and sometimes none,
for the last 18 months. According to
data from the World Health
Organization (WHO), China has
recorded only about 1.3 lakh infections
till now. More than 80,000 of those
cases were detected by the first week
of March 2020, after which there was
adramatic decline.

many kids hospitalised in NY

The next biggest wave experienced
by China was in May this year, when
about 500-600 cases were detected
forafew days, according to WHO data.

Fresh restrictions

The spread of Omicron continued
unabated in the US and most parts of
Europe. Fresh restrictions came into
force in Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland from Sunday, Sky News re-

with coronavirus. Between December
5 and now, there was a fourfold in-
crease in the hospitalisation of children
in New York where the Omicron vari-
ant is spreading rapidly, it said, adding
that the New York State Department of
Health had appealed to parents to get
their children above five vaccinated.

Queue for
Covid-19
testing in
Times
Square, New
York on
Sunday.
Reuters

ported. Similar post-
Christmas restrictions were
announced earlier by
Germany and Portugal as
well. In England, a decision
on more restrictions is ex-
pected on Monday.

The New York Times re-
ported a jump in hospitali-
sation of children infected
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Elections in key states in year
of reckoning for BJP and Oppn

Elections in UP, Punjab and Gujarat will the test BJP’s election machinery and the Congress’s position as the
nucleus of the opposition. Covid and bitterness over laws & rhetoric, too, are set to dominate politics in 2022.

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 26

2021 MAY go down in India’s political history
as the year when a government with a brute
majority in Lok Sabha understood the power of
a street protest — one that was largely peace-
ful and apolitical. And dissent found a new id-
iom. The farmers’ protest was not widespread,
but the movement had the power to bend the
government. And the repercussions of the stir
- political as well as social - will be felt in 2022.

Politics sprang back tolifein 2021 after the
second wave of Covid-19 interrupted normal
life. The outcome of Assembly elections, held
inthe shadow of Covid, were significant polit-
ical markers: the emergence of Mamata
Banerjee as a powerful regional satrap, the
Congress defeat that broke Kerala’s pattern of
alternating Left and Congress governments,
and the BJP's resounding victory in Assam.

Assembly polls in Uttar Pradesh, Punjab
andinother statesin the first half of 2022,and
in Gujarat towards the end of the year; too, hold
the potential to shape anew political narrative
and disturb existing equations. The outcome
is significant for the BJP and its mascot
Narendra Modi, a desultory Congress that is
feeling the pressure from other opposition
forces, and these regional forces themselves.

The bitterness in the political sphere, both
in Parliament and outside, deepened in 2021,
and 2022 may be no different with a string of
crucial Assembly elections lined up. With a
third wave of Covid-19 looming large, politics
over the pandemic could take a new turn. The
government could unveil its political plan for
Jammu and Kashmir, which has the potential
to divide the polity.

Societal tensions have deepened with
Hindutva groups sharpening their rhetoricand
BJP governments looking away. With the new
law thatraises the age of marriage forwomen
to 21 sought to be applied to all communities,
superseding existing marriage and personal
laws, the social cleavages are bound to widen.

Modi popularity on test

Prime Minister Modi and the BJP’s election
machine will face a mid-term test in 2022 in
the form of the Assembly elections. The
Opposition had been attacking the govern-
ment over its handling of the Covid-19 second
wave, rise in prices, and unemployment. The
government’s surprise decision to take back
the farm laws gave the Opposition reason to
cheer. But there are no clear signs yet that
Modi's popularity is on the wane, or thatanger
is brewing against the BJP. The electoral out-
come will be the first indicator.

Inelections in 2021, the BJPretained power
in Assam and lost the high-stakes battle in
West Bengal. It emerged as the main opposi-
tion in Bengal but appears to be in no position
torepeatthe gainsithad made inthe 2019 and
2024 Lok Sabha elections. The party did not
have much at stake in Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

In this respect, 2022 will be different.
Barring Punjab, the BJP is in power in all the
states that will go to polls — UP, Uttarakhand,
Goa, Manipur, Gujaratand Himachal Pradesh.
And the outcome will have huge national sig-
nificance. UP, especially, is key, both for Modi
and for Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. Adefeat
could unsettle equations within the BJP, while
asweep in all these states would be touted as
the trailer for the 2024 Lok Sabha electionsand
will be demoralising for the opposition.

The outcome in UPand Punjabwill also be
anindicator of the political fallout of the farm-
ers’ unrest. In Gujarat, Modi’s home state, the
BJP hasreplaced its Chief Minister to minimise
anti-incumbency, but will that be enough?

2022 is also a crucial for Modi as PM. With
the Omicron variant spreading, the govern-
mentwill have toensure its containment with
minimal disruption in economicactivity. With
the economy slowly coming out of the distress
brought by the pandemic, the challenge for the
government is to keep it on track.

Opposition leadership
Mamata Banerjee’s resounding victory was

perhaps the defining political moment of 2021.
Other standouts were the emergence of M K
Stalin from the shadow of his late father M
Karunanidhi, and Pinarayi Vijayan powering
the Left to a second consecutive victory.

Banerjee now fancies a national role for
herself. The Trinamool Congress has entered
the Congress turfin Goa. The Aam Aadmi Party
is challenging the Congress in Punjab and try-
ingtocarve outaspace foritselfin Uttarakhand
and Gujarat. The outcome of all these moves
will define opposition politics in 2022.

The outcome of the Assembly polls will
have a huge bearing on the Congress’s pre-em-
inence among the opposition parties. It will be
a test not just for the Congress but for other
prominent regional satraps too — especially
Akhilesh Yadav, Mayawati, the Badals, and
Arvind Kejriwal. It is a win-or-perish election
for atleast the first three.

With some farmers’ unions set toenter the
fray in Punjab, the electoral scene has turned
unpredictable. Not to forget the gamble that
former Chief Minister Amarinder Singhis play-
ing with the BJP.

If the Congress performs poorly, its role as
the nucleus of the opposition camp will come
under question. There will be calls for forma-
tion of a new opposition grouping or restruc-
turing of the UPA with key roles for regional
leaders. The Shiv Sena, NCP and DMK have
thrown their weight behind the Congress,
while some regional forces such as the R]D, SP
and the BSP have so far remained neutral.

Chaos within Congress

From 1996 to 2004, the Congress spent the
longest time in opposition since Independence.
By mid-2022, it will break that unenviable
record. But the similarity ends there. In 2003,
the Congress was in power in 15 states; now, it
is reduced to just three. By 2000, after spend-
ing four years in opposition and losing three
general elections on the trot, the Congress had
resolved the leadership question.

In organisational elections in 2022, the
party hopes to anoint a new president, quite
possibly Rahul Gandhi again, by September,
but the outcome of the Assembly elections
will hugely decide whether the change of
guard would be smooth. The Congress fared
poorly in Assembly elections this year. Itlostin
Kerala and Assam and failed spectacularly in
West Bengal.

In the last seven years, the Congress on its
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CALENDAR 2022

FEBRUARY-MARCH: Assembly
elections in UP, Punjab, Manipur,
Uttarakhand and Goa. UP s key for
the both BJP and the opposition,
particularly Congress. The
outcome in UP and Punjab will
also be an indicator of the fallout of
the farmers’ unrest.

APRIL-JULY: Biennial elections to
73 Rajya Sabha seats, almost one-
third of the 245 in the House. MPs
whose current terms expire
include Anand Sharma, A K Antony
and Subramanian Swamy (April);
Suresh Prabhu, M ] Akbar, Nirmala
Sitharaman and Jairam Ramesh
(June); P Chidambaram, Piyush
Goyal, Praful Patel, Sanjay Raut,
Kapil Sibal and Ambika Soni,
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi (July).
AUGUST-SEPTEMBER: Election of
AICC president. While this could
possibly be Rahul Gandhi again,
the outcome of the Assembly
elections will hugely decide
whether the change of guard
would be smooth.

DECEMBER: Assembly elections
in Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh.

own has won only five state elections.

In Goaand Uttarakhand, itis up against the
BJP, while in Punjab, it appears to be a divided
house. In UP, the party is struggling to stay
afloat in the multi-cornered race. 2022 could
well be the year of reckoning also for Rahul as
also Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, whois leading the
party’s campaign in UP.

The tussle in the party is expected to con-
tinue or worsen in 2022. Although the G-23
group of leaders are keeping a strategicssilence,
the Assembly poll outcome could potentially
unite or divide the party.

. . Hlustration: Suvajit Dey
Societal tensions

2021 beganwith visuals of a VHPrally cre-
ating tension and stoking fear in a Madhya
Pradesh village, and is ending with a hate
speech conclave in Haridwar. The upcoming
election year could be no different: adding to
that is the narrative on anti-conversion.

Karnataka became the latest state to bring
a Bill to prevent forced religious conversions
and the so-called ‘love jihad’, following simi-
lar laws in UP, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and
Himachal Pradesh. The targeting of Christians
and disruptions of Christmas celebrations re-
ported from some parts of the country, the
lynchingincidents linked to sacrilege in Punjab,
and protests against Friday namaz in open
spaces in Gurgaon are disturbing signs of deep
radicalisation in society, and paint a danger-
ous portent for 2022.

Politics over sacrilege will only sharpen in
Punjab with elections coming up. And if the
government tables the Bill raising the age of le-
gal marriage in the Budget session of
Parliament, it will revive debate on the con-
tentious uniform civil code: The Bill, its critics
say, is an attempt to encroach into personal
laws and move towards a uniform civil code.

It is also to be seen whether the govern-
ment will in 2022 notify the rules governing
the Citizenship Amendment Act, passed in
2019. That could sow more discord.

Jammu & Kashmir gambit

With the Delimitation Commission com-
ingout with adraft proposal six new Assembly
constituencies for Jammu and only one for
Kashmir, there is a sense that Assembly polls
could be held in the Union Territory sometime
in2022.The proposed remapping of Assembly
constituencies has left most of the state par-
tiesunhappy as they believe itis a move to shift
political power to the Jammu region.

While Modi had in his Independence Day
address signalled that preparations are on for
holdingelections, political partiesin the region
are seeking restoration of statehood first. With
Article 370 abrogated, the construction of Ram
Temple started, alaw brought to ban triple ta-
laq, and the Citizenship Amendment Act
passed, elections in Jammu and Kashmir are
anunfinished businessin the BJP's ideological
project, which will perhaps figure on the gov-
ernment’s agenda next year.

TOMORROW: ECONOMY

Right to be forgotten: govt position, court rulings, and laws elsewhere

SOFIAHSAN
SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 26

LAST WEEK, the Centre told the Delhi High
Court that the “right to be forgotten” is part
of the fundamental right to privacy, but added
ithas nosignificant role to play in the matter.
Petitions across courts have been seeking en-
forcement of this “right” — a legal principle
that is not yet backed by statute in India.

What is the right to be forgotten?

It allows a person to seek deletion of pri-
vate information from the Internet. The con-
cept has found recognition in some jurisdic-
tions abroad, particularly the European Union.
While the right is not recognised by law in
India, courts in recent months have held it to

be anintrinsic part of the right to privacy. At
least eight petitions are pending before Delhi
High Court seeking removal of private infor-
mation from the Internet, court records of
previous convictions and proceedings, and
news reports of past events. Only a few have
been able to get that relief from courts so far.

Which countries have such laws?

The EUin 2018 adopted the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR), Article 17 of
which provides for the right to erasure of cer-
tain categories of personal data — that which
is considered no longer necessary, that for
which consent has been withdrawn or pro-
cessing of which has been objected to, per-
sonal data unlawfully processed, and data
where there is a legal obligation for erasure.
However, the regulations limit the right to

erasure in certain circumstances, including
for reasons of public interest in the area of
public health, for archiving purposes “in the
publicinterest, scientific or historical research
purposes or statistical purposes in accor-
dance” and for “establishment, exercise or de-
fence of legal claims.”

Russia in 2015 enacted a law that allows
users to force a search engine to remove links
to personal information on grounds of irrel-
evancy, inaccuracy and violation of law. The
right to be forgottenis also recognised to some
extent in Turkey and Siberia, while courts in
Spainand England have ruled on the subject.

What s the position in India?

Inabrief reply in one of the petitions ear-
lier this week, the Centre told the Delhi High
Court that the right to privacy has beenrecog-

nised as a fundamental right in the K S
Puttaswamy judgment (2017) and that the
‘right to be forgotten’is evolving in India. The
government said the Personal Data Protection
Bill(aJoint Parliamentary Committee’s report
on which was tabled on December 16), con-
tains provisions to the doctrine of the ‘right
to be forgotten’.

How have courts ruled on this?

In May 2019, Justice Pratibha M Singh of
the Delhi High Court, dealing with a civil suit
seeking removal of certain news reports on
MeToo allegations against the managing di-
rector of amedia house, said the “right to be
forgotten” and “right to be left alone” are in-
herent aspects of the right to privacy, and re-
strained republication of these news reports.

In April 2021, the court directed removal

of a judgment from search results; the order
is now being opposed by Google. In January
2017, the Karnataka High Court ordered its
registry to ensure thatany Internet search en-
gine does not reflect a woman’s name in an
order passedin 2015.And in November 2020,
the Orissa High Court, ruling in a case relat-
ingtovideos uploaded on Facebook by arape
accused, opined that “allowing such objec-
tionable photos and videos to remainonaso-
cial media platform, without the consent of a
woman, isadirect affront onawoman's mod-
esty and, more importantly, her right to pri-
vacy”.Itdid not, however, pass an order on re-
moval of the videos.

What are the ongoing cases in the Delhi

High Courtabout?
Some of the petitioners have sought re-

New Delhi

moval of orders in cases in which they have
been acquitted or already served their sen-
tences. There is also an actor’s plea for re-
moval of videos, photos and articles related
to a drink driving incident. In August, the
court in August had allowed an actor’s plea
for removal of explicit videos from YouTube
and other platforms.

Lawyers for the petitioners acknowledge
that in the absence of statutory backing, the
relief being sought is likely to clash with the
public’s right to know and the functioning of
online platforms such as Google and Twitter.

“The problem is these big national multi-
nationals have adifferent face when they are
operating in the European Union but here
they take the law for granted,” said advocate
Akshat Bajpai, who represents one of the pe-
titioners in the Delhi High Court.
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Manoj CG: Are the frequent
disruptions in Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha serving the purpose of
the Opposition?

In the second term of the Narendra
Modi government, Parliament has ceased
tobe a deliberative forum and legislative
businesses have atrophied. Of course, in
the last year due to the pandemic, the
government didn’t even convene the
Winter Session. This year’s Budget
Session was abbreviated to the elections
in five states. And then, the Monsoon
Session was disfigured by multiple dis-
ruptions, amid which the government
Bills were rammed through with mini-
mal debate. In the present Winter
Session, we have seen the same story; a
pattern of lack of discussions, disruption,
avoidance of debates, and hasty unilat-
eral passage of laws. That’s not what
Parliament is supposed to be like. The
government has no interest in being ac-
countable and the Opposition feels that
it is determined to show the intensity of
their feelings on certain issues and
through disruptions. The result is that
Parliament is not functioning as it is sup-
posed to. I fear it has been reduced to a
combination of a notice board for unilat-
eral government announcements and ac-
tions, a rubber stamp for the govern-
ment’s legislative agenda, and a
performance stage for Opposition protest.

Manoj CG: The TMC did not attend
most of the meetings called by
Mallikarjun Kharge. Developments
outside Parliament are casting a
shadow on the unity inside
Parliament. How do you see
Opposition unity in this light?

What happened, to some degree, in
the recent months reflects the acrimony
that goes back to the (West) Bengal elec-
tions. My hope is that this will fade with
time. If the Opposition parties can bury
their differences and come together in the
future, am confident that we will be able
to mount an effective fight against the
government.

Manoj CG: How prudent s for the
Congress to enter the territory of this
discussion of Hindutva vs Hinduism?

I published my book (Why I Am a
Hindu)in January 2016 when the BJP had
spenta couple of years in power trying to
promote its notion of Hinduism as a po-
litical identity, not really as a spiritual
quest. I felt it was important to give a
counter view, which was not new be-
cause, what I said in the length of the
book, I had already mentioned 20 years
earlier in a few pages in my book India:
From Midnight to the Millennium. This pre-
cedes my involvement in party politics.
The Congress has been wrongly accused
of pedalling ‘soft Hindutva’ and Rahul
Gandhi has seized the opportunity to
draw a clear distinction between the
Hinduism he professes and the Hindutva
of any kind — soft, hard or otherwise.

Aashish Aryan: You say Parliament
hasbeenreduced
to anotice board of
sorts. Do you think
itis the same for
the Standing
Committee and
Joint Committee

of Parliament?

I see little more
constructive work
with the Standing
Committee, espe-
cially because they
take place behind
closed doors and no

The Congress space is built
on the Constitution, on
institutions, on social
justice policies, welfare
policies, that mix of what
has been called Nehruvian
ideas. Most Opposition
parties subscribe to those

|

ple
|

”~

DEA

EXCHANGE

SHASHITHAROOR
ongress leader Shashi
Tharoor has been a
visible presence both

inside and outside Parliament. An

acclaimed author, a former

international civil servant and a

three-time MP, heis also the
chairman of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on

Communications and I'T. His will

be the voice to be heeded as the
Congress faces its challenges

Aashish Aryan: Experts and civil
societies have said that this data
protection Bill gives more power to
the government than to the people.
What are your views as the chairman
of the Standing Committee?

Let me not express my views as chair-
man, but rather as an individual. In the
previous Lok Sabha,
before I became
chairman of this
committee, I had al-
ready introduced a
private member’s
Bill proposing a data
protection law. I
think this Bill does
seem significantly
deficient.Ihad taken
the very clear view
that the basic core
principle of data
protection in our

oneis grandstanding . country ought to be,
forany camera. There same ideas which is the best
area couple of things practice internation-
in the committee — ally also, that data

system that mark a

significant departure from seven decades
of previous practice. One example [ was a
victim of, was when the BJP government
decided that the perpetual tradition since
committees existed of the External Affairs
Committee chaired by an Opposition MP,
they ended that practice and removed me
as Chairman of External Affairs and put a
BJP MP on top. The second kind of prac-
tice that you're seeing is when there are
contentious or sensitive bills, rather than
referring them to a Standing Committee,
within the mandate they fall, the govern-
ment has consistently preferred to name
instead a Joint Select Committee, which
is always chaired by the majority party,
namely the BJP. So for example, on the
data protection Bill (Personal Data
Protection Bill), it was not given to my
committee on whose agenda the topic of
data protection actually exists, and was
given to a separate committee chaired by
a BJP MP. We have just seen the same
thing happening now on the child mar-
riage Bill (Prohibition of Child Marriage
(Amendment) Bill, 2021).

belongs to he or she
who generates it, that the government
may have legitimate reasons to have ac-
cess to that data for specific purposes,
but that should be limited by both pur-
pose and time. And once that purpose is
fulfilled, the data should either be de-
stroyed or returned to the person who
owns the data. That’s principle number
one. Principle number two, there can be
no exceptions for the government for the
simple reason that the government is
very much the reason why we need a
data protection Bill. And then the third
thing I wanted was that in case of any
disputes, adjudication must take place
with an independent data protection au-
thority, whose members should be com-
pletely unconnected to the government.

Aashish Aryan: Would you agree with
the views, especially on the dissent
notes of the MPs, that it is like giving a
blank cheque to the state to do with
the data as they please?

I'm afraid it does. Every protection af-
forded by this law, can be ignored with im-

SHASHI THAROOR,CONGRESS LEADER

Parliament has been reduced to a rubber stamp
for the government’s legislative agenda

Shashi Tharoor talks about disruptions in Parliament, the Hinduism vs Hindutva discussion, on whether the Congress can be a nucleus of a joint Opposition
and why he advocates a presidential style of governance. This session was moderated by Deputy Associate Editor Manoj CG

punity by the state, citing national security,
national sovereignty, relations with foreign
countries — there’s that list of seven clas-
sic exemptions. Almost anything the gov-
ernment wants todois bound to fitinto one
of those seven exceptions. So you're going
toend up in a situation where the govern-
ment will do exactly asit pleases, and ours
will be the democracy where the public has
the least protection from government in-
trusion into their data and government
control of, and access, to their data.

Harikishan Sharma: Your party has
strongly opposed the introduction
and passing of Election Laws
(Amendment) Bill 2021, which is
aimed at linking Aadhaar with the
voter ID. Does the Congress plan to
take the fight outside the House too
and does the party want to challenge
itin the court?

[ think it’s pretty clear there will be a
challenge in the courts, whetherit'll come
from the party or from individual
lawyers, individual public figures, is a dif-
ferent matter. I think it's for the party
leaders who do these things to decide
whether it’s sufficiently seen as a mass
issue, the way in which a price rise affects
every single individual, would having to
take the Aadhaar number to the poll, be
seen in the same way by every voter. That
14-month satyagraha by the farmers re-
ally began to threaten the BJP. As aresult,

they decided to cut their losses. I don’t
quite see something similar happening
here, at least not yet.

Vandita Mishra: Common sense says
that the Congress is the centrepiece
of any Opposition to the BJP. But we
have seen election after election, and
if you look at the data as well, you
find that when the BJP is fighting the
Congress, the overwhelming result is
in favour of the BJP. Whereas, when
the BJP isranged against a regional
force, that’s when the BJP is and can
be defeated. Is it time to reconsider
that common sense? Like Prashant
Kishor says that there is a Congress
space, but it does not necessarily have
to befilled by the Congress.

[ think all Opposition parties must re-
alise that the only way one can effectively
defeat the sort of gorillaon the beachin the
shape of the BJP is by getting together. The
Congress space is a space built on the
Constitution, on institutions, on social jus-
tice policies, welfare policies, that whole
mix of what has loosely been called
Nehruvian ideas. If you look at the
Opposition parties, I would say the vast ma-
jority of them subscribe to those same ideas
anyway. If you think of the Opposition
space, or the Congress space, as a space oc-
cupied by ideas, then those ideas are actu-
ally also the ideas of Sharad Pawar, Mamata
Banerjee, or of Tejasvi Yadav or Akhilesh

‘We were caricatured as
being a party that allegedly
appeases the minorities
and so I think there

Wwas a consciousness among
some of the political
managers of the party that
we must avoid being tarred

by that brush

Yadav. Therefore, my argument is that we
all broadly believe in the same understand-
ing of India, we celebrate India’s diversity,
we want people of all communities to get
along together, we believe in social justice
programmes, we want to see an inclusive
India prospering. That space is one thatall
of us canoccupy inavery all-inclusive and

ance, and the BJP’s performance has left
much to be desired. So to allow the gov-
ernment to get away with purely getting
people to vote about identity issues, I be-
lieve is an abdication on our part.

Vandita Mishra: Can you actually
continue with this line you're drawing

embracing way. between identity
. issuesand

Krishn Kaushik: Every protection afforded  governanceissues?

Doyou thinka by this 1 d The BJP does not
partylike y this law (data draw thatline; the
Congress, inwhich protection), can beignored  BP talksof identity
thereisa o . and governance in
leadershipcrisisat  with impunity by the state, thesamebreath.
the moment, can .. . . Can the Opposition
beanucleusofa cting national security, thenanswer the
joint Opposition? : : BJP by continuing

The Congress is national sovereign ty’ todrawahard

clearly the largest- relations with f()relgn line between
single party in the . , . these two?
Opposition. It has the countries — there S that hSt When you're go-
broadest presence in : : ing out to campaign,
pretty much every of seven classic exemp tions you talk to people
state of the country. about what’s on their

And that's what
makes it the party
that naturally others can cluster around.
Thenthatdoesn’t necessarily enter into tac-
tical questions of who should lead or who
should be the convenor or the general sec-
retary, and so on. As an observer, | would
say that Congress is indispensable to an
Opposition formation. But the leadership of
a member of the Congress party may not

[llustration: Suvajit Dey

necessarily be so; there can be anamicable
conclusion on somebody else to be the face
or the convenor of that grouping.

Shubhajit Roy: The sense that one
gets by talking to various regional
parties in the Opposition fold is
that most of them have a feeling
that the Congress has this sense
of entitlement in terms of the
leadershiprole.Isthata

fair assessment?

Inthe past, because the Congress was so
much larger than any other Opposition
party, the Opposition parties naturally grav-
itated to the Congress, as lateasUPATand II
where the Congress was smaller than the
seatsithad, whenitlost the 1989 elections.
Nonetheless, it was five, or even six times
larger than the nextlargest Opposition party
inParliament. So they all came together,and
there was no debate or discussion about the
fact that Congress would head the UPA.
Therefore, that's a consideration that has to
be borne in mind — should we have an al-
liance but wait for the electionresults to see
whois the obvious leader? That's certainly
one possible formula. Another could be that
we appoint a convenor of the Opposition
alliance, but that person is not necessarily
the prime ministerial fish. A third one is that
each party essentially goes almost alone in
their own areas where they are strong, with
the other parties agreeing not to challenge
themin those areas.

Vandita Mishra: There is another
common sense, especially in the
Opposition ranks, which is that you
either talk of communal issues, or you
talk of secular and developmental
issues. Is it that the Opposition is
fundamentally misunderstanding
the nature of the response that is
required to the BJP’s project, which is
that there is no inconsistency between
talking of religious issues and
developmental issues?

The core message is a very simple one:
are you better off than before these peo-
ple came to power? For the vast majority
of Indians, their lives have not improved.
So youmove the conversation froma pol-
itics of identity to a politics of perform-

New Delhi

mind. That's what
you need to focus on.
The government understands this. Sowhen
they don’t have agood performance to point
to, what do they do? They beat the drums
on national security. Now, somehow, we
were notable, perhaps, to keep the conver-
sation sufficiently focused on the develop-
mental and governance failures of the gov-
ernment, that they were able to distract a
lot of voters with national security. And that
certainly contributed in north India to some
of the results we've seen.

Aakash Joshi: Where the battle is
being fought politically and
ideologically, there is a sense that the
Congress is so afraid of being labelled
aMuslim party that you cease to be
weighing in on issues that matter.

We were caricatured as being a party
that allegedly appeases the minorities and
so I think there was a consciousness
among some of the political managers of
the party that we must avoid being tarred
by that brush. We may have a certain
identity, we may have a certain clear vi-
sion within our own minds but if we say
or do things that can lead to us being por-
trayed in a certain light to the voters, we
will unnecessarily lose votes without in
any way changing what we actually stand
for. It's not entirely fair to imply that some-
how the Congress is trying desperately to
signal thatit’s as Hindu as the BJP or stay-
ing away from Muslims and others.

Krishn Kaushik: Last year, 23
leaders from the Congress wrote a
letter, famously now termed as
G23. Have any of those issues that
were highlighted in that letter
been resolved?

Now that the issue has been blown up
out of all proportion into some sort of dis-
sident thing, we have to resolve these
things within. Clearly there has been no
significant progress in some of these ar-
eas and Covid-19 has also cramped the
style of the party. The party has decided
tohold an AICCin September 2022.In be-
tween what may happen, will remain to
be seen. Ultimately, a lot of these issues
are best settled within the party forums.

Krishn Kaushik: Previously, you had
advocated for a presidential style of
governance within the country. What
Prime Minister Modi is doing at the
moment, is it what you foresaw when
you were advocating for presidential
style of governance in the country?

When I speak about a presidential sys-
tem, I'm anchoring myself on one funda-
mental principle — of the value of separa-
tion of powers. Right now, you have a
situation where people are not elected to
legislate, to hold the government account-
able; they're elected to the legislature to be
the government. And once they've created
the government, they cease to have any in-
dependence or any value whatsoever. In a
presidential system, you will have muchless
danger of the kind of autocratic rule that
you're seeing under Modi today, where any-
thing he decides gets through Parliament.
Right now, the Prime Minister has given us
asituation where he s far closer to the kind
of dictatorial ruler that people who oppose
the presidential system are afraid of.

Esha Roy: Once the Prohibition of
Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill
becomes alaw and comes into force, it
will supersede the other personal
laws. What is your opinion about this?

There is a perception on the part of
some minority groups that this is simply a
way of bypassing personal laws. A second
one is a concern of feminist organisations.
Third, there is a concern that once you
make any marriage under 21 illegal, you
may actually be depriving girls forced into
underage marriages of their legal rights
upon divorce or abandonment.
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MEANWHILE
‘PLEASE, THANKS, SORRY’ 3 WORDS FOR MARRIAGE

Pope Francis sought to encourage married couples urging them to seek help and always remember
three key words in a marriage: “Please, thanks and sorry.” He urged them to keep having children to
fight the “demographic winter” which, in Italy, has led to one of the lowest birthrates in the world.
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Japan Airlines
cancelled 49 flights.

Reuters

JAPAN
Over 100 flights
cancelleddueto

heavy snow

Tokyo: More than 100 do-
mestic flights in Japan
were grounded on
Sunday due to heavy
snow in the northern and
western parts of the coun-
try, Japan’s two biggest
airlines  said. ANA
Holdings (9202.T) had
halted 79 flights as of 4
pm, affecting about 5,100
passengers, said Hiroaki
Hayakawa, an operations
director for the airline.
Japan Airlines Co (9201.T)
had cancelled 49 flights as
of 4 pm (0700 GMT), af-
fecting 2,460 passengers,
a representative with the
airline's operations divi-
sion said. Worldwide,
thousands of flights have
been cancelled over the
Christmas weekend be-
cause of the rapid spread
of the new Omicron coro-
navirus variant. REUTERS

LIBYA

27 migrants’
bodies, including

child, wash ashore

Cairo: The bodies of 27
Europe-bound migrants,
including a baby and two
women, have washed
ashore in western Libya,
the country’s Red
Crescent said, describing
the latest tragedy involv-
ing migrants trying to
cross the Mediterranean
Sea in pursuit of better
lives in Europe. The bod-
ies were found late
Saturday in two separate
locations in the coastal
town of Khoms, the
Red Crescent’s branch
there said. Three
other migrants were res-
cued, and search efforts
were under way for oth-
ers, it said. AP

CONGO
Suicide bomber
attacks bar, kills 6

Beni:Asuicide bomber at-
tacked a restaurant and
bar on Saturday as patrons
gathered on Christmas
Day, killing atleast six oth-
ers in an eastern
Congolese town where
Islamic extremists are
known to be active. Heavy
gunfire rang out shortly af-
ter the bomb went off,
with panicked crowds
fleeing the town’s center.
The attack marked the first
known time thata suicide
bomber has killed victims
in eastern Congo, where
an Islamic State group af-
filiate earlier this year took
responsibility forasuicide
bombing near another bar
inBeni who had caused no
other casualties. AP

Omicron overtakes Delta strainin US,

drives spikeincases ar

US cases go past
last winter peak,
deathsrising too

THENEW YORKTIMES
DECEMBER 26

THE HIGHLY transmissible
Omicron variant has overtaken
Delta in the United States, send-
ing the daily caseloads soaring to
levels higher than last year’s
winter pandemic peak in parts
of the Northeast and Midwest,
among other places.

Hospitalisations are starting
totick up, too, although not at the
same rate as cases. It is unclear if
they will continue to follow the
rise in cases, especially given evi-
dence in South Africaand Europe
that Omicron may cause fewer
severe cases of Covid.

On Friday, before holiday in-
terruptions to data reporting be-
gan to affect the nation’s
daily case totals, the seven-day
national average of new daily
cases surpassed 197,000, a 65
per cent jump over the last 14
days, and hospitalisations
reached a seven-day average of
more than 70,000, an increase of
10 percent. Deaths also in-
creased by 3 per cent during
that time, to a seven-day average
of 1,345, according to a New York
Times database.

The national all-time high for
average daily cases is 251,232,
which was setin January during
apost-holiday surge.

The numbers do not yet give
a clear picture of whether
Omicron will cause more severe
illness in the United States, buta
few patterns are emerging.

InNew York, governor Kathy
Hochul declared a state of emer-
gency earlier this month and put
elective surgeries on pause at
many hospitals. This week, gov-
ernor Charlie Baker of
Massachusetts said he would ac-
tivate up to 500 members of the
National Guard to help in over-
burdened hospitals. Many other
states have done the same.

ound th

Thousands of Belgian performers, cinema operators, event organisers and others joined
together on Sunday to protest the government’s decision to close down cultural life to
stem the spread of the surging Omicron variant. A

Australian state
sees record
Covid-19 cases

Sydeny: Australia’s most popu-
lous state reported a record
number of new Covid-19 cases
on Sunday and a
sharp jump in hospitalisations
while thousands of people were
isolating at home after contract-
ing the virus or coming into con-
tact with someone who has.

A major laboratory in Sydney,
which is located in New South
Wales, said 400 people who had
been informed a day earlier they
had tested negative hadinfacttested
positive. The lab’s medical director
said those people were being con-
tacted and informed of the error.

New South Wales reported
6,394 new infections, up from
6,288 a day earlier. Case num-
bersin the state have surged over
the past two weeks but hospital-
izations have lagged behind new
infections. More than 70% of
cases in some Australian states
are the Omicron variant but New
South Wales does not routinely
carry out genome testing to
identify the variant. AP

Israel plans to double

settlers in Golan Heights

ASSOCIATED PRESS

GOLANHEIGHTS, DECEMBER 26

France sees over 100,000
Covid cases for first time

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
PARIS,DECEMBER 26

FRANCE HAS recorded over
100,000 infections in a single day
for the first time since the pan-
demic, and Covid-19 hospitalisa-
tions have doubled over the past
month as the Omicron variant
complicates the government’s ef-
forts to stave off a new lockdown.
More than one person in 100
in the Paris region has tested posi-
tive in the past week, according to
the regional health service. Most
new infections are linked to the
Omicron, which government ex-
perts predict will be dominant in
France in the coming days.
Meanwhile,asurgeindeltavariant
infectionsinrecentmonthsis push-
ing up hospital admissions. More
than 1,000 people in France with
the virus died over the past week,
bringing the toll to over 122,000.
The government is holding
emergency meetings on Monday
to discuss next steps. Some scien-

Govt
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EXPLAINED

THE FRENCH government is
hoping that stepped-up vac-
cinations will be help curtail
spread of cases. Itis pushinga
draft law that will require vac-
cination to enter all restau-
rants and many public ven-
ues, instead of the current
health pass system which al-
lows people to produce a neg-
ative test or proof of recovery
if they’re not vaccinated.

tists and educators have urged de-
laying the post-holiday return to
school, or re-imposing a curfew.

But the education minister says
schools should open as usual
January 3, and other government
officials are working toavoid meas-
ures that would hammer the eco-
nomicrecovery.

eworld

China’s local case
count driven to
21-month high

by Xian outbreak

REUTERS
BEIJING, DECEMBER 26

CHINA SAW its highest daily rise in
local Covid-19 cases in 21 months
asinfections more thandoubledin
the northwestern city of Xian,
China’s latest Covid hotspot.

The city of 13 million, which
entered its fourth day of lock-
down, detected 155 domestically
transmitted cases with confirmed
symptoms for Saturday, up from
75 a day earlier, official data
showed on Sunday.

That drove the national daily
count to 158, the highest since
China managed to contain a na-
tionwide outbreak in early 2020.

Xian, with 485 local sympto-
matic cases reported for
the December 9-25 period,

has imposed heavy-handed
measures to rein in the outbreak,
in line with Beijing’s policy that
any flare-up should be contained
as soon as possible

The city managed to quickly
detect those cases through three
rounds of mass testing, He
Wenquan, a Xian official, told a
press conference on Sunday,
adding that high case numbers
could persist into the next couple
of days. The local governmentalso
announced thatitwould launcha
city-wide disinfection campaign
from 18:00local time, urging res-
idents to shut the windows and
bring clothes orotheritemsinside
from their balconies.

Residents may not leave town
without approval from employ-
ers or local authorities and multi-
ple rounds of mass testing were
conducted to identify cases.

The city has announced no in-
fections caused by the Omicronvari-
ant, although Chinese authorities
havereportedahandful of Omicron
infectionsamonginternational trav-
ellersand insouthern China.

‘UNNECESSARY INSTITUTES’, SAYS OFFICIAL

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Naftali
Bennett on Sunday said the country
intends to double the amount of set-
tlers living in the Israeli-controlled
Golan Heights with a multimillion-dol-
lar plan meant to further consolidate
Israel’s hold on the territory it captured
from Syriamore than five decades ago.

Bennett said the new investment
in the region was prompted by the
Trump administration’s recognition
of Israeli sovereignty over the

Israeli PM Naftali Bennett, at the
weekly cabinet meeting in the
Israeli-occupied Golan Heights
on Sunday. AP

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ISLAMABAD, DECEMBER 26

Taliban government dissolves

Afghan election commissions

I L]

spokesman

Afghanistan’s Taliban-run

swath of land and by the Biden ad-

ministration’s indication that it will
not soon challenge that decision.
“This is our moment. This is the
moment of the Golan Heights,”
Bennett said at a special Cabinet meet-
ing in the Golan Heights. “After long
and static years in terms of the scope
of settlement, our goal today is to dou-
ble settlement in the Golan Heights.”
Bennett's office said the govern-
ment would invest some 1 billion
shekels (over $300 million) into devel-
oping the Golan, including the estab-
lishment of two new settlements as
well asinvestments in tourism, indus-

gards as Israeli-occupied.

try, clean energy and technology that
would create several thousand jobs.
Entrenching Israeli control over
the territory would complicate any fu-
ture attempt to forge peace with Syria,
which claims the Golan Heights.
Israel captured the Golan Heightsin
the 1967 Mideast war and later annexed
the territory, promoting settlement and
agriculture there as well as creating a
thriving local tourism industry. The US
was the first country torecognise Israel’s
sovereignty over the Golan, which the
restof the international community re-

rent situation

vive them.

THE TALIBAN dissolved
Afghanistan’s two election
commissions as well as the
state ministries for peace
and parliamentarian affairs,
an official said Sunday.

Bilal Karimi, deputy

have been dissolved.
He called them “unnec-
essary institutes for the cur-

Afghanistan.” He said if
there is a need for the com-
missions in the future, the
Taliban government canre-

The international com-
munity is waiting before ex-
tending formal recognition
to Afghanistan’s new rulers.

for

B

government, said the coun-
try’s Independent Election
Commission and Electoral
Complaint Commission

Hawa Alam Nuristani, chief of Election Commission
of Afghanistan, centre. APfile

to the contrary.

They are wary the Taliban
could impose a similarly
in  harshregime as when they
were in power 20 years ago
— despite their assurances

Both elections commis-
sions were mandated to ad-
minister and supervise all
types of elections in the
country, including presi-
dential, parliamentary and

provincial council elections.

Karimi said the Taliban
also dissolved the Ministry
for Peace and the Ministry
of Parliamentarian Affairs.
He said they
were unnecessary min-
istries in the government's
current structure. The
Taliban had previously shut
down the former Women's
Affairs Ministry.

THE NOBEL LAUREATE RESTS: 1931-2021

Desmond Tutu, whose
voice helped defeat
apartheid, dies at 90

MARILYN BERGER
DECEMBER 26

DESMOND M Tutu, the cleric
who used his pulpit and spirited
oratory to help bring down
apartheid in South Africa and
then became the leading advo-
cate of peaceful reconciliation un-
der Black majority rule, died on
Sunday in Cape Town. He was 90.

His death was confirmed by
the office of South Africa’s presi-
dent, CyrilRamaphosa, whocalled
the archbishop “aleader of princi-
ple and pragmatism who gave
meaningto the biblical insight that
faith without works is dead.”

The statementdid notmention
acause of death. Archbishop Tutu
had fought an on-and-off battle
with prostate cancer since 1997.

Asleader of the South African
Council of Churches and later as
Anglican archbishop of Cape
Town, Archbishop Tutu led the
church to the forefront of Black
South Africans’ decades-long
struggle for freedom. His voice
was a powerful force for nonvio-
lence in the anti-apartheid
movement, earning him a Nobel
Peace Prize in 1984.

When that movement tri-
umphed in the early 1990s, he
prodded the country toward a
new relationship between its
white and Black citizens, and, as
chairman of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, he
gathered testimony document-
ing the viciousness of apartheid.

“You are overwhelmed by
the extent of evil,” he said. But,
he added, it was necessary to
open the wound to cleanse it. In
return for an honest accounting
of past crimes, the committee of-
fered amnesty, establishing
what Archbishop Tutu called the
principle of restorative — rather
than retributive — justice.

His credibility was crucial to
the commission’s efforts to get
former members of the South
African security forces and for-
mer guerrilla fighters to cooper-
ate with the inquiry.

Archbishop Tutu preached

MYANMAR DEATHS

TRIBUTES POURIN

He was a guiding light
for countless people
globally. His emphasis
on human dignity and
equality will be forever
remembered. May his
soul restsin peace.”
NARENDRA MODI

PRIME MINISTER

He was a critical figure
in the fight against
apartheid andin the
struggle tocreatea
new South Africa.”

BORIS JOHNSON
BRITISH PRIME MINISTER

The friendship and the
spiritual bond between
us was something we
cherished. Hewas a
true humanitarian and
acommitted advocate
of humanrights”

THE DALAILAMA
TIBET'SEXILEDSPIRITUALLEADER

His contributions to
struggles against
injustice are matched
only by the depth of
his thinking about the
making of liberatory
futures for societies”

THE NELSON MANDELA
FOUNDATION

that the policy of apartheid was
as dehumanising to the oppres-
sors as it was to the oppressed.
Athome, he stood against loom-
ing violence and sought to bridge
the chasm between Black and
white; abroad, he urged eco-
nomic sanctions against the
South African government to
force a change of policy. ~ NYT

Save the Children says two
staff missing after massacre

Bangkok: Two members of the
international humanitarian
group Save the Children were
missing on Saturday after
Myanmar government troops
rounded up villagers, some be-
lieved to be women and chil-
dren, fatally shot over 30 and
burned the bodies, according to
awitness and other reports.
Purported photos of the af-
termath of the Christmas Eve
massacre in eastern Mo So vil-
lage, just outside Hpruso town-
ship in Kayah state where

refugees were sheltering
from an army offensive, spread
on social media in the country,
fueling outrage against the mil-
itary. The accounts could not be
independently verified. The pho-
tos showed the bodies of over 30
people in three vehicles.

Save the Children said two of
its staff who were traveling
home for the holidays after con-
ducting humanitarian response
work in a nearby community
were “caught up in the incident
and remain missing.” AP

THEY’RE LIKE, “THE WORLD’S OUT OF CONTROL, WHY SHOULD I BE IN CONTROL?’: THE PRINCIPAL OF A US SCHOOL SAID OF HI1S STUDENTS

The students returned, but the fallout from a long disruption remained

ERICAL.GREEN
BETHLEHEM (PENNSYLVANIA),
DECEMBER 26

THREE HOURS into a recent
Monday morning, blood had al-
ready been spilled in a hallway
at Liberty High School. With his
walkie-talkie in hand, the prin-
cipal, Harrison Bailey III, called
on the custodial staff to clean up
the remnants of a brawl while
hurrying to the cafeteriain hopes
of staving off another.

This is how Bailey has spent
many of his hours since the school
welcomed backits 2,800 students
for in-person learning in August:
dashing around the 400,000-

square-foot building, outrunning
bells and crowds of students,
and hoping that his towering
presence will serve as an inspira-
tion to pull up masks and a deter-
renttoother, less obvious burdens
thathis students have had to con-
tend with since returning.

Like schools across the coun-
try, Liberty has seen the damag-
ingeffects of a two-year pandemic
that abruptly ejected millions of
students from classrooms and iso-
lated them from their peers as
they weathered a historic conver-
gence of academic, health and so-
cietal crises. Teenagers arguably
bore the social and emotional
brunt of school disruptions.

Nationally, the high school-

age group has reported some of
the most alarming mental health
declines, evidenced by depression
and suicide attempts. Adolescents
have failed classes critical to their
futures at higher rates thanin pre-
vious years, affecting graduations
and college prospects. And as
elected leaders and public health
officials scrambled to bring stu-
dents back to school last winter
and spring, the focus on having
the youngest and most vulnera-
ble students return to in-person
instruction left many high school
students to languish, with large
numbers missing most or all of
the 2020-21 academic year.

And now schools like Liberty
must brace for an Omicron-fu-
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Liberty High School in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. NyT

eled wave of new infections,
adding still more uncertainty.
On a recent day, as Bailey
stood in one of Liberty’s busiest
hallways — nicknamed the Hall
of Fame forits frequent disruptive

episodes — he described how the
resignation and indignation that
students brought back to school
this year was palpable.

“It's like there’s abomb some-
where,” he said. “And you're just

hoping no one lights a match.”
Throughout the fall, the ef-
fects of the coronavirus pan-
demic have rippled through
Liberty, a diverse regional high
school in the Lehigh Valley in
Pennsylvania, in the city of
75,000 where the famous
Bethlehem Steel was founded.
The school’s wellness centre
hasbeen overwhelmed with stu-
dents struggling with anxiety and
depression since the first day back.
By the end of September, fights
were frequent,and “blunt and fla-
grant disrespect” was rampant,
Bailey said. In October, homecom-
ing pep rallies were cancelled for
freshmen and sophomores. By
November, the principal was av-

New Delhi

eraging at least one “informal
hearing” per day for students who
had been suspended.

By December, referrals for the
school’s Student Assistance
Programme — in which counsel-
lors and administrators coordi-
nate resources for troubled stu-
dents — had reached 300,
compared with a total of 500 for
the entire 2019-20 school year. At
arecent meeting, where admin-
istrators sifted through their
caseloads of “sapped” students,
they described them in blunt
terms: “feral” and “a mess”.

“I think kids are just feeling
like — after witnessing Trump,
political unrest, what happened
in the streets with Black Lives

Matter, now the pandemic — the
world’s out of control,” Bailey
said. “So they’re like, ‘The
world’s out of control, why
should I be in control?””

Liberty’s staff is not faring
much better. Only a handful of
teachers have taken a formal
leave of absence, but they are not
whom Bailey worries about
most. He is concerned about the
ones “right on the edge”.

Some of the most engaged
staff members have had to pull
back to focus on new challenges
in their classrooms or their own
lives. And for some, the “acting
out” among some students is far
less concerning than the sheerap-
athy they have encountered. NYT
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MARKET WATCH

M-CAP OF FIVE OF TOP 10 VALUED COS SOARS

New Delhi: Five of the 10 most valued companies added Rs 1,01,145.09
crore to their total market valuation last week, with Tata Consultancy
Services and RIL emerging as lead gainers. During the last week, the
BSE benchmark gained 112.57 points or 0.10 per cent. PTI

2020-21 PENETRATION UP 11.7% OVER 2019-20; PENETRATION OF NON-LIFE COVER AT 1%

ovid worries, insurance net
further, both life and health

AmidC
spread

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 26

ASTHE Indian economy registered
record negative growth asaresult
of the Covid-19 pandemic, insur-
ance penetration grew by an im-
pressive 11.70 per cent—rising
from 3.76 per cent in 2019-20 to
4.20 per centin 2020-21.

Amid the mass anxiety due to
illness and deaths, penetration of
thelife insurance sector rose from
2.82 per cent in 2019-20 to 3.20
per centin 2020-21.

Non-life insurance penetra-
tion, led by health insurance,
went up from 0.94 per cent to 1
per cent during the same period,
according to the annual report of
the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(IRDAI).

India’s GDP growth declined
by 7.3 per cent in 2020-21 as

SECTOR WATCH
BANKING

Covid-19 lockdowns and other
curbs hit business activity.

It has taken 20 years since the
liberalisation of the insurance in-
dustry in 2000 for penetration of
the domesticgeneral insurance in-
dustry to reach the level of 1 per
cent. This is an important mile-
stone for the sector, with Covid
catalysing the growth, insurance
officials said.

The non-life insurance indus-
try registered an accretion of
nearly Rs 10,000 crore during the
year,spurred by increasing aware-
nessand mass government health
insurance schemes, said Atul
Sahai, CMD, New India Assurance
and chairman of General
Insurance Council, the represen-
tative body of general insurers.

“Some 20 per cent of the entire
accretion, in terms of quantum,
came through New India, and it is
aremarkable feat,” Sahai said.

The insurance regulator’s re-

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 26

PRIVATE SECTOR lender RBL
Bank’s new interim MD and
CEO Rajeev Ahuja on Sunday
claimed that the bank and its
management have the full
supportof the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) after the RBI ap-
pointed its nominee on the
board and long-term MD and
CEO Vishwavir Ahuja pro-
ceeded on leave six months
ahead of the end of his tenure.
The exit of the bank’s MD
came after the RBI on Friday
appointed Yogesh K Dayal,
Chief General Manager, RBI, as
an Additional Director on the
board of the bank for a period
of two years till December 23,
2023 or till further orders,
whicheveris earlier. The board
appointed Rajeev Ahuja, cur-
rently the Executive Director,
as interim MD & CEO of the
bank with immediate effect.
“I can assure you the bank
and its management have the
fullsupportof the RBL. Iwas the
successor that the board chose
yesterday, and the RBI nomi-
neeapprovedit,” Rajeev Ahuja
said in a conference call on
Sunday. “These developments
are not on account of any con-
cern on advances, asset qual-
ity and deposits level of the
bank. We want to allay any
concerns any of youmay have
inthisregard. The bank hasthe
fullsupportofthe RBL” he said.
“The board has elevated an
existing member of the man-
agement team to the interim
MD & CEO role which should
allay concerns on the strategy
and smooth functioning of the
bank as well as the strength of
the overall franchise. The man-
agement team of the bank is
also fully committed with
Rajeev Ahuja to take the Bank

RBL Bank CEO quits
ahead of term end,
interim chief claims
it has RBI support
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THE EXIT of the bank’s MD

came after the RBI on Friday
appointed Yogesh K Dayal,
Chief General Manager, RBI, as
an Additional Director on the
board of the bank for a period
of twoyears till December 23,
2023 or till further orders,
whichever is earlier.

forward,” the bank said. RBL
Bank said the financials of the
bank remain robust.

“Ido not want to pre-empt
why Vishwavir Ahuja pro-
ceeded on leave six months
before his termends,” the new
CEO said. On Saturday, the
board accepted the request of
Vishwavir Ahujatogoonleave.
Bank unions expressed con-
cernover thedevelopmentsin
RBL Bank (earlier known as
Ratnakar Bank). “In the back-
ground of the problems en-
countered by private Banks
like Yes Bank and Lakshmi
Vilas Bank last year, we urge
upon you to immediately in-
terveneinthe matterinthein-
terest of the depositors of this
private sector bank and con-
sider necessary steps includ-
ing merger of this bank with a
public sector bank,” C H
Venkatachalam, General
Secretary, All India Bank
Employees Association said in
aletterto the Finance Ministry.

Earlier this year, RBL had
sought approval from the RBI
to appoint Ahuja for another
three-year term at the bank’s
helm. The regulator, however,
had allowed RBL to extend his
term by one year starting June
30,2021 Fullreport on

www.indianexpress.com
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I-T returns

New Delhi: Over4.43 crorein-
come-tax returns for 2020-
21 have been filed, including
over 11.68 lakh on December
25, the I-T department said.

RILarm

Mumbai: Karkinos Health-
carereceived an undisclosed
amount fromReliance Digital
Health, a statement said.

Varma, economy

New Delhi: MPC member
JayanthRVarmasaid the next
fiscal yearis also expected to
witness decent growth. PTI

Covid testing, Chandigarh.
Amid the mass anxiety,
penetration of the life
insurance sector hasrisen. File

port said general insurers and
standalone health insurers re-
ceived over 9.5 lakh Covid treat-
mentrelated claims, which thein-
dustry “handled quite efficiently”.

During the first decade after

liberalisation, the insurance sector
reported an increase in insurance
penetration from 2.71 per cent in
2001-02 to 5.20 per cent in 2009-
10. Thereafter, the level of insur-
ance penetration declined until
2014-15 due toadecline inlife in-
surance penetration.

“The industry has been grow-
ingatahealthy CAGR (compound
annual growth rate) over the last
two decades and yet the penetra-
tion has touched just 1 per cent,”
Sahaisaid. However, “the industry
will soon resume its high growth
trajectory and has the potential to
double the business in the next4-
5years,” headded.

According toIRDAI, insurance
density, after increasing from
$11.50 in 2001-02 to $64.40 in
2010-11, has stagnated at the level
of$78 during 2019-20 and 2020-
21. While life insurance density
has stayed between $55 and $59
over the last four years, non-life

insurance density has been be-
tween $18 and $19 during the
same period.

The life insurance industry
recorded a premiumincome of Rs
6.29lakh crore during 2020-21 as
against Rs 5.73 lakh crore in the
previous financial year—a growth
of 9.74 per cent (12.75 per cent in
2019-20). While private sectorin-
surers posted 16.50 per cent
growth(13.42 per centin2019-20)
in their premium income, LIC
recorded 6.30 per cent growth
(1241 per centin 2019).

While renewal premium ac-
counted for 55.67 per cent of the
total premium received by life in-
surers in 2020-21 (54.75 per cent
in 2019-20), new business pre-
mium contributed the remaining
4433 per cent (45.25 per cent in
2019-20).

During 2020-21, the growthin
renewal premium was 11.60 per
cent(7.00 per centin 2019-20).

Global equity funds see big
inflows as risk appetite rebounds

Global equity funds saw massive inflows as risk sentiment
returned with investors believing that the Omicron
variant won't bring a big setback, as per Refinitiv data

WEEKLY FUND FLOWS INTO GLOBAL ASSETS
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Investors purchased $33
billion worth of global equity
funds in the week ending Dec.
22, compared withan
outflow of $13.1 billionin

the previous week

Source: Reuters
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MG Motor: Sustaining ops, financial
health challenges for auto cos in 2022

New Delhi: The biggest challenge
in2022 for the automobile indus-
try will be to sustain business op-
erations and ensure financial
health amid various challenges, in-
cluding global semiconductor
shortage, according to a top MG
Motor India official.

Currently, the domestic mar-
ket is witnessing increased de-
mand, but it is also impacted by
the global semiconductor short-
age, which has hit production ac-
tivities. “The new normal has set
unique challenges for the industry.
The biggest challenge is to sustain
business operations and ensure

the financial health of the organi-
sation and its stakeholders. With
the industry having exhibited re-
silience over the last two years, we
are looking towards 2022 with
cautious optimism,” MG Motor
India President & Managing
Director Rajeev Chaba stated.

The situation will remain flu-
idic in 2022 due to unpredictable
factors - COVID-19, global semi-
conductor shortage, freight cost
and multiple other cost implica-
tions, he added.

Chaba added the firm is com-
mitted to meet the high demand
from its customers and investing

toenhance the plant capacity tore-
duce the waiting time further.

“The company is trying to
meet the growing demand and
working towards strengthening
the MG family in India,” he stated.

Chabasaid the company is wit-
nessing signs of positive consumer
sentiment due to pent-up de-
mand and expects the demand to
increase with the turn of the year.

“We have witnessed ayear-to-
date growth of 56 per cent withre-
tail of 37,723 units (January-
November2021)over 24,152 units
sold in the same period last year,”
he said. PTI

Cairn drops retro tax lawsuits in US, UK

New Delhi: Britain’s Cairn Energy
Plc has dropped lawsuits against
the Indian government and its
entities in the US and other
placesand isin the final stages of
withdrawing cases in Paris and
the Netherlands to get back
about Rs 7,900 crore that were
collected fromit to enforce aret-
rospective tax demand.

As part of the settlement
reached with the government to
the seven-year old dispute over
levy of back taxes, the company
- which is now known as
Capricorn Energy PLC - has initi-
ated proceedings to withdraw
lawsuits it had filed in several ju-

Cairnis in final stages
of withdrawing cases in
Paris, the Netherlands

risdictions to enforce an inter-
national arbitration award
which had overturned levy of Rs
10,247 crore retrospective taxes
and ordered India to refund the
money already collected.

Two sources with direct
knowledge of the matter said
Cairn on November 26 withdrew
the lawsuit it had brought in
Mauritius for recognition of the

arbitration award and took sim-
ilar measures in courts in
Singapore, the UK and Canada.

On December 15, it sought
and got ‘voluntary dismissal’ of a
lawsuit it had brought in a New
York court to seize assets of Air
India to recover the money due
from the government.

On the same day, it made a
similar move in a Washington
court where it was seeking
recognition of the arbitration
award. Recognition of arbitra-
tion award is the first step before
any enforcement proceedings
like seizure of assets can be
brought. PTI

‘Depending upon how
many cos sign up, we
will launch Prime index’

LAST WEEK the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) launched NSE
Prime, a category of companies
that agree to meet higher stan-
dards of corporate governance set
for Prime and will voluntarily be-
come part of it. VIKRAM LIMAYE,
MD and CEO, NSE, told
SANDEEP SINGH that while
Prime will provide investors with
a universe of companies that is
identified with higher gover-
nance standards, the companies
will benefit from brand reputa-
tion and potentially a premium
on valuation. Edited excerpts:

Whatis thereason behind
creating NSE Prime?

We are creating a category of
companies that we are calling NSE
Prime. They would voluntarily sign
up for governance standards set
for the Prime category, which goes
beyond what is required by Sebi’s
Listing Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements Regulations, 2021.

The companies will have to
meet these standards to get ad-
mitted on this listand then com-
ply on an ongoing basis. If some-
one does not meet the norm fora
continued period of time, they
will have to exit the Prime cate-
gory. Froma reputation perspec-
tive, that won’t be good as they
will need to disclose why they
had to exit Prime.

As it is voluntary, it sends the
right message that these compa-
nies are ready to raise the bar on
holding themselves accountable.

What are the criteria that these
companies will have to meet?

The minimum public share-
holding should be 40 per cent as
against LODR requirement of 25
per cent. It is also mandatory to
segregate the position of chairman
and CEO.

Even on the committee com-
position front, there are certain
changes. Companies will have to
have an independent director as
the chairperson of risk manage-
ment committee, stakeholder re-
lationship committee, nomination
remuneration committeeand au-
ditcommittee. Also, three-fourths

From an investor

perspective, governance
has been one of the big
concerns and over time
several high profile
governance related
issues have cropped up
both in the financial
services and
non-financial space”

VIKRAM LIMAYE, MD&CEO,NSE

of the members of audit commit-
tee will need to be independent.

Besides, a director on the
board of a Prime category com-
pany shall not serve on the board
of more than five public limited
companies.

Howdoyou think these
will help?

Inour country, there are many
promoter-run companies and if
the promoter owns 75 per cent,
what ends up happening is that
the decision making and how res-
olutions get passed is, also to a
large extent, promoter controlled,
as you need 76 per cent for a spe-
cial resolution. However, if 40 per
cent shareholding is non-pro-
moter holding, then the promoter
has to get the support of other
shareholders too. We are trying to
bring in more and more independ-
ence in the composition of com-

At 20%, CPSES’
Ccapex pace strong,
yet below target

PRASANTASAHU
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE by large
central public-sector entities —
companies and undertakings -
roseby 19 percentonyeartoRs3.1
lakh crorein the first eight months
of the current financial year, offi-
cial sources told FE.

Capex by these state-run enti-
ties,each withannual investment
budget of over Rs 500 crore, was
52 per cent of their aggregate cap-
ital expenditure target of Rs 5.96
lakh crore for FY22 in April-
November period.

Investment expenditure as
measured by gross fixed capital
formation (GFCF) grew by 11 per
cent in Q2FY22 over its level in
Q2FY21 and by 1.5 per cent when
compared to its level in 2QFY20.
Continued momentum in capital
expenditure by the Centre, CPSEs
and states is necessary to push
GFCF, as low capacity utilisation

INVESTMENT
EXPENDITURE

M Investment expen-
diture as measured by
gross fixed capital
formation grew by 11%
in Q2FY22 over its level
inQ2FY21 and by 1.5%
when compared toits
level in Q2FY20

and continued uncertainties over
the pandemicare deterring private
investors from taking the plunge.

In April-November of FY22,
the railways was the largest in-
vestor by deploying capex of about
Rs 93,000 crore or 48 per cent of
its annual target of Rs 1.95 lakh
crore. Railways’ investment is
largely in the laying of new lines,
doubling of tracks, augmenting
traffic facilities and construction of
rail over bridges/road under
bridges. FE

mittees as well. So, they will helpin
better governance and better pro-
tection of shareholder interest.

How many companies
currently meet the criteriayou
have specified?

The reality is that each com-
pany will have to do some rejig-
ging of the committees to qualify.
However, if we take the 3-4 more
difficult criteriasuchas minimum
public shareholding, segregation
of chairman and CEO, then there
arealittle over 200 companies that
would qualify. These companies
cut across Nifty 50, 50-100, 100-
200 and beyond 200. So, we have
a good mix of companies across
market capitalisations.

Our hope is that if we get at
least some core group of compa-
nies init, it will have an impact on
others wanting to come in.

Doyou plan to come withan
index of these companies?

We are giving companies six
months to to sign up. Depending
upon how many sign up and are
part of it, we will subsequently
come out with anindex.

How will it benefit the investor
and companies?

Atleast you know that the
companies in the category are
complying with the higher gover-
nance standards normslaid down
for Prime.

From an investor perspective,
governance has been one of the
big concerns and over time sev-
eral high profile governance re-
lated issues have cropped up both
in the financial services and non-
financial space. While ESG is a
broader framework that people
are increasingly focussed on, this
will shine light on ‘G’ and ‘G’ has
been a concern for a long time in
India. It will provide investors with
a universe of companies that is
identified with higher governance
standards.

The company would get brand
reputation and also potentially a
premium on valuation and better
quality investors who would want
toinvest in such companies.

Govt imposes
antidumping
duty on five
Chinese goods

New Delhi: India has imposed
antidumping duties on five
Chinese products, including
certain aluminium goods and
some chemicals, for five years
to guard local manufacturers
from cheap imports from the
neighbouring country.

According to separate noti-
fications of the Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC), the duties have beenim-
posed on certain flat rolled
products of aluminium; sodium
hydrosulphite (used on dye in-
dustry); silicone sealant (used
in manufacturing of solar pho-
tovoltaic modules, and thermal
power applications); hydroflu-
orocarbon (HFC) component R-
32; and hydrofluorocarbon
blends (both have uses in refrig-
eration industry).

These duties were imposed
following recommendations of
the commerce ministry’s inves-
tigation arm Directorate
General of Trade Remedies
(DGTR). PTI

As prices turn red hot in US, Biden turns to antitrust enforcers

JIMTANKERSLEY &
ALANRAPPEPORT
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 26

AS RISING inflation threatens his
presidency, US President Joe Biden
is turning to the federal govern-
ment’s antitrust authorities to try
to tame red-hot price increases
that his administration believes
are partly driven by a lack of cor-
porate competition.

Biden has prodded the
Agriculture Department to inves-
tigate large meatpackers that con-
trol a significant share of poultry
and pork markets, accusing them
of raising prices, underpaying
farmers — and tripling their profit

margins during the pandemic. As
gas prices surged, he publicly en-
couraged the Federal Trade
Commission to investigate accu-
sations that large oil companies
had artificially inflated prices, be-
havior that the administration says
continued even after global oil
pricesbegan tofallinrecent weeks.
The push has extended to little-
known agencies, like the Federal
Maritime Commission, which the
president has urged to search for
price gouging by large shipping
companiesat the heartof the sup-
ply chain.

The turn to antitrust levers
stems from Biden’s belief that ris-
inglevels of corporate concentra-
tion in the US economy have em-

The turn to antitrust levers stems from US President Joe
Biden'’s belief that rising levels of corporate concentration
have empowered a few large players to raise prices. AP/PTi file

powered a few large players in
each industry to raise prices

higher than a more competitive
market would allow.

Corporate culpability forrising
prices remains unclear. Inflationis
at a 40-year high because of pan-
demic-related factors suchas bro-
ken supply chains and high de-
mand for goods from consumers
still flush with government-pro-
vided cash. But as the price in-
creases have spread across sectors,
including food and gasoline, the
administration has come underin-
creasing pressure.

White House officials concede
that their antitrust moves are un-
likely to reduce costs for US busi-
nesses or consumersimmediately.
The efforts, they say, will be more
effective down the road. But the
rise of inflation has given the
White House an opportunity to

New Delhi

take action that Democrats have
long encouraged, and that Biden
made an early focus of his tenure:
using the power of government to
break up monopolies and pro-
mote economic competition.

In July, before the recent run-
upinprices, Bidenissued an exec-
utive order thatincluded 72 direc-
tives for cabinet and independent
agencies to more vigorously en-
force antitrust laws and to pursue
specific actions to promote com-
petition, such as eliminating non-
compete agreements for workers
and forcing tech companies like
Apple to allow consumers to re-
pair their own products.

He has also tapped antitrust
crusaders for key roles, including

Lina Khan to be chairwoman of
the Federal Trade Commission,
and Jonathan Kanter, an adver-
sary of Facebook and Google, to
lead the antitrust division of the
Justice Department. Tim Wy, a
proponent of breaking up
Facebook and other large compa-
nies, was brought on as a special
White House adviser to Biden on
competition issues.

White House officials say fight-
inginflation was not the initial mo-
tivation for Biden’s competition
agenda. But, they say, the push has
given the president some of his
most powerful tools to take action
againstrising prices,and it will play
a central role in federal efforts to
reduce costs for consumers. NYT
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The Pandemic year locked them in quarantines but athletes around the world found resilience to call time on people-pleasing and discovered their moral voice to say NO. Gymnast Simone Biles, tennis star
Naomi Osaka and Virat Kohli spoke their minds and defied convention. The year also saw athletes discover the full potential of social media - not just the big names but even the hitherto unknowns from small
towns became stars in their own right. There were also some breakthrough performances that will stand the test of time. The hockey captain who reawakened a country’s nostalgic pride, a Mumbai-born New
Zealand cricket returned to his roots to create history, a badminton star who finally learnt how to marry art with commerce, and the man who launched his gold-plated javelin to quench a nation’s thirst.

THE YEAR OF THE PATEL WRAP

Ajaz will rarely get
home games and Axar
might only get home
games but 2021
bunched the unlikely
spin twain in their
destiny

SANDIPG

THE YEAR would end as it had begun for the
Patels — Axar and Ajaz. As afterthoughts, in
obscurity, far from the isle of fame and for-
tunes. Axar has had a superb start to his Test
career athome, but it’sinconceivable that he
will make a Test appearance outside Asia in
the foreseeable future. Ajaz has been over-
looked for New Zealand’s home Test series
against Bangladesh, and it’simprobable that
he will get a steady stream of games at home
either. It's the twisted reality of the left-arm
spin twins — one will barely get a game at
home, the other might only fetch a game at
home.

It was just how the year began for them.
As afterthoughts, in obscurity, far from the
isle of fame and fortunes. Axar, it was pre-
sumed, was pitted forever in the white-ball
realm, an alternative to Ravindra Jadeja when
the all-rounder wanted a break or was in-
jured. Ajaz’s fate was already pre-scripted
like the fate of countless other spinners to
have plied for New Zealand, a forced formal-
ity when playing in Asia. Yet, as the year
rolled and rumbled, both not just burned the
typecasting around them, but enjoyed mo-
ments of glorious sunshine, enough for them
to be not forgotten by the game, even if they
reacquaint with anonymity.

Ajaz leapt into cricketing immortality by
becomingjust the third bowler to pick all ten
wickets in an innings, and will now, come
what may, sit in that rarest of rarefied space
alongside Jim Laker and Anil Kumble. Axar
Patel would grab 36 wickets at 11.86 in five
Tests, a five-for in every two innings he has
bowled. It’s unlikely that either will ever
replicate the feats of 2021, but for what they
did, they are worth celebrating, least of all for
not losing heart as well as holding on fer-
vently to their dreams and ambitions.

There were times both might have nipped

India’s Axar Patel (left) picked up 36 wickets at 11.86 in the five Tests he played this year, and the Mumbai-born Ajaz Patel from New Zealand became only the
third player in history to capture all 10 wickets in a single innings. Yet both remain fringe players for their respective countries. PTI and Twitter/Black Caps

was ignored for an U-19 World Cup, Ajaz
waited 12 years for his Test cap, a testy spell
when he shuttled in and out of his domestic
side,and when he didn’t even have a perma-
nent contract. It would have been easy to lose
hope, but he held onto the burning ambition
to play Test cricket, chewed his time patiently
and grabbed his opportunity. Sporadic ap-
pearances at home — where he has bowled
just 49 overs in three games and has yet to
register a wicket — didn’t deter him.

The moment New Zealand set afoot in
Asia, Ajaz spread out his figures like a peacock.
Five-wicket haulsin UAE, Sri Lanka and a per-
fect-10in India are no mean feats, as overseas
spinners, even the best of them like Shane
Warne, have historically struggled in Asia de-
spite favourable conditions on their first tours.
But Ajaz, after a first-day stutter in Kanpur,

using the arm-ball more
judiciously and impart-
ing more revs. “The way
he adjusted to the sur-
face was mind-blowing,”
New Zealand coach Gary
Stead later said.

It was akin to Axar
adjusting to the de-
mands and dynamics of
Test cricket. Axar’s first-
class numbers (171
wickets at 24.19) are ar-
resting, though not
spectacular, yet he was
seldom considered as a
red-ball operator.
Maybe, his craft was
more prose than poetry;

hopes of playing Test cricket. After switching
from left-arm pace to left-arm spin when he

quickly readjusted his wares, starting from
bowling a fuller length to slowing his pace and

YEARENDER

2021
As the yearrolled and

rumbled, both burned the
typecasting around them,
and enjoyed moments of
glorious sunshine, enough

forgotten by the game, even
if they reacquaint with

maybe, he didn’t have too many fancy vari-
ations, and was supposedly limited; maybe

for them to be not

anonymity.

the world judged him
solely on how he
bowled in the IPL,
where he had been a
regular for years. But
importantly Axar didn’t
view himself through
the same lens the world
saw him through.
“Whenever I have
playedfirst-class or India
A,Ihave done well.l have
never seen myself as a
white-ball specialist. It's
allin mind-set as towhat
you perceive yourself as
- a white-ball specialist
orred-ball specialist.1al-
ways had the belief that

wheneverlgetachancelwilldowell,” he had
said after subjecting England to repeated

agony in Chennai and Ahmedabad.

Not-so-orthodox spin duo

Both are not quite orthodox left-arm spin-
ners, not least in the Bishan Singh Bedi mould.
Both have embraced modernity to varying
scales. Ajaz doesn’t pivot the body as pro-
nouncedly as the romantics, rather it's just a
gentle pirouette. Despite his stout frame, he
seems loose-limbed, like most left-arm spin-
ners, who like several left-handed batsmen
exude elastic grace. He doesn’t use that much
of his body either, relying more on his shoul-
der rather. The round-armish action enables
spin off the surface, and the widish release
exaggerates the inward drift into right-
handed batsmen. But his modes of deception
are entrenched in the classical tenets of drift,
dip and turn. He is neither Rangana Herath

Axar, though, bowls with the shadow of
Jadeja cast over him. Often have they snuck
into the same sentences, often have they
been considered like-for-like at certain junc-
tures of their career. When Jadeja began his
ceaseless metamorphosis, Axar, in some cor-
ners, was even an early-day Jadeja. It was not
entirely bereft of truth, as Axar preferred to
bowl at a quicker pace and flatter trajectory,
before he began his own evolution.

From the mid-to-late 90kph bracket, he
decelerated to the 88 to 95kph range and
learnt to release the ball with subtle changes
inaction and release. Some balls he delivers
with a high-arm action, some are more
round-arm, some are in-between. Some are
over-spun, some less so. Some are delivered
with a scrambled seam, some with the tilted
or upright seam position. He uses the dex-
terity of speed, seam and releases to startling
effects: on turners, he unleashes the
straighter one (where he presses the middle
finger hard on the ball at release), on low
tracks, he purchases bounce (like in Kanpur),
on bouncier tracks, he trades skidders, con-
veying anillusion of uneven bounce. He is an
assassin with a masters in psychology. He
toys with their mind — when they expect
him to turn, he doesn’t, he makes the ball
jump when they expect it to scud along, and
when they expect it to shoot along, he makes
them leap. Thus, he is subtler than he looks.

If fate had quirkier designs, both Patels
could have been fighting for the same spot,
not just for their country, but their states too.
Ajaz has Gujarati roots — the family hails from
Bharuch, before his father shifted to Mumbai
and from there to Auckland when Ajaz was
just eight. At home, they continue to speak
Gujarati, without accent or affectations.

Axar is from Nadiad, 140-odd kilometres
from Bharuch, past Vadodara. Like Ajaz, he
didn’t begin his cricketing journey as a left-
arm spinner, but as a hard-hitting batsman,
aka Nadiad ka Jayasuriya. They could have
bumped into each other on the county cir-
cuit too—in 2018, Axar played four games for
Durham; the next year, Ajaz spent close to a
year in England, featuring in a clutch of
games in the Surrey Championship as well
as turning out for Yorkshire.

Test cricket, then, was beyond their
wildest imagination. Both were hardly ever
on the contention canvas. India were spoilt
for choice — apart from Ravi Ashwin and
Jadeja, there was Kuldeep Yadav. New
Zealand spared little thought for a spinner,
endowed as they were with a trio of highly-
skilled Test seamers. But 2021 bunched the

nor Jadeja, but his bandwidth is closer to the
Sri Lankan’s than the Indian’s.

unlikely twain in their destiny. Perhaps, for
the only time.

CROSSWORD 4622

ACROSS

1 Don'tturntocrime? (2,8)

6 False modesty out East (4)

10 Fed up with beingdrilled (5)

11 Spainsore about slander
)

12 Imention novel straightaway
(2.24)

13 Asend-off for the wrongdoer
(5)

15 Possible purse of plenty
(7

17 Twincats?(7)

19 AParliamentary term?
)

21 Gaveahint(7)

22 Elephantine villain?

(5)

24 It'sdamp around the hill fora
traveller (8)

27 Hangers-on disguised as
pirates (9)

28 Beeris putin the passage
(5)

29 Oriental present is enough for
the poet
(4)

30 Mere agents may make them

DOWN

1 Passthefish(4)

2 Making demands to turn
nurses out (9)

3 Asource of pleasure or aid
perhaps (5)

4 Fancy - game in one move (7)

5 Marks got in out-of-school
activities (7)

7 AhitImadeinthe Caribbean
(5)

8 Composer to drive men to
distraction (10)

9 Enjoyed by sky divers without
costs before autumn (4,4)

14 Itindicates I will be missing
from ‘Who’s Who' (10)

16 All things stemming from
Eve'sruin(8)

18 The family man most likely to
succeed (6,3)

20 Anominal attachment (4,3)

21 The performer rates it
differently (7)

23 Wear nothing as an actress (5)

25 Kingdom not fancied by many
(5)

26 They may be posted in

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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Solutions Crossword 4621: Across: 1 Expound, 5 Annie, 8 Bell tower, 9 Was, 10 Dodo, 12 %
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25 Dallies. Down: 1Ebbed, 2 Pal, 3 Unto, 4 Dowser, 5 Arrested, 6 New Yorker, 7 Eastern, 11 E
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BY PETER VIDAL

The moment you
@ relax your grip on

you'll run the risk of
making losses. These may be
overcharged for goods), but will
nonetheless be easily avoidable.
so offer tea and sympathy if
they getirritable.

This week's
@ constructive

marka turning-
point between two phases in

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
financial affairs,
minor (perhaps you will be
Partners are feeling the pinch,
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
atmosphere may
personal aspirations. The

.!l, ? BEE ML I_luJﬂ.'l,' | VRS ﬁ_) g transition may not always be
CRAZY?Y (0OL PEORE | BEMGGOL E‘%’V—- smooth, but you'l handle your
[ = i . affairs with great care an
TRNT WEAR, SOMBRERDS i ": Tou understanding. And always
w 'I"IE”;E- ‘ﬂh'l'iﬂ'ﬂm - CANT remember, it's good to clear
| WERE & theair.
: GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
"\_\'u. i p [~ ——— You may feel as if
r g you're caught
{ L between two
! opposing options,
uncertain which is the best way
to free yourself from an
- impasse. The answer lies in
your own hands and it's
- WIS, absolutely necessary that you

truly understand your deeper

motivations. Once you know

what you want, you

can getit.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Your friends and
partners may now
be under much more
pressure than you,

which makes for a change. Why

not use this opportunity to help
those in need and repay past
favours? The tone of the times,
by the way, is lively and original,
so no settling for the old and
familiar. Try new options.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

The point to grasp is
that contrasts and
contradictions
between your
personal and professional lives
will always be with you, and
that you can only do yourself
good by dealing with awkward
choices and facing hard facts.

Partners should respond best if

you are totally honest.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

You are well-known
for your sympathetic
and compassionate
qualities, and friends
will be trooping to your door
with problems for you to solve.

Be your normal patient self.

There do seem to be changes at

work, so keep an eye out for

interesting openings.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

All the signs point to
the likelihood that
you've just had, or
are about to receive,

aserious financial

opportunity. In the final
analysis, you know that only
you are responsible for any
losses or gains. The advice is to
steer clear of strangers bearing
false promises.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Recent events
should have been
good for your
morale.

Emotionally, you might be

wondering just what has hit

you, and why you have been
singled out for such intriguing
treatment. If there's too much
to handle, then stay calm,
don't panic and hang on to
your secrets.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
It's difficult to think
of a more fascinating
astrological pattern
than that which will

be affecting many people

around you. It could be a little
while longer before the old
certainty returns. It could even
be a few weeks, so keep your
plans good and flexible.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Friends have been
sending out mixed
messages, and while
you're willing to

trust that events will work out

as planned, a degree of doubt is
creeping in. After today,
planetary pressures will
continue to be tense, but that
could be helpful if it stirs you
outofarut.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)

It would be an
understatement to
suggest that current
stars are confused.

But, then, sometimes it's good

to have your options all

mixed up. And even if you

score the slightest success

against overwhelming

odds, you will deserve

sincere congratulations. If you

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
discussions, not

see your point of view. The

asapersonal challenge. Help

relish change, so much
@ Thisis a fine time to
least because
trouble is that family members
yourself by being polite,

the better.

hold important
partners may at last be ready to
tend to regard anything you say
diplomatic and considerate.
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STERLING LEADS CITY PAST LEICESTER

A 6-3 victory, featuring a double from Raheem Sterling, put City six
points in front at the top of the Premier League at the halfway point on
Sunday with secondplace Liverpool having a game in hand. It secured a
ninth successive victory for Pep Guardiolas side with the last three

seeing 17 goals scored by City.

AP

— BRIEFLY ——
Paralympic champion
KrishnaNagarwins 3
goldatNationals

Bhubaneswar: Paralympic champion
Krishna Nagar continued his good form
as he won three gold medals at the 4th
National Para Badminton
Championship here on Sunday. Nagar
repeated his 2019 National's feat of win-
ning three gold as he emerged cham-
pioninall the categories he participated
in -- singles, men's doubles and mixed
doubles. Krishna easily beat
Sudharshan 21-12 21-12 in the men's
singles SH6 category in a game that
lasted just 20 minutes. In mixed dou-
bles, Nagar and Nithya Sre breezed past
Dhinagaran and Latatai Umrekar in 17
minutes. In the men's double, he and
Raja Magotra defeated the duo of
Dhinagaranand Sivarajan21-15,21-15
in 35 minutes. PTI

Delhi hold Gujarat to
24-24 tiein PKL

Bengaluru: Alast-second blunder from
experienced defender Ravinder Pahal
allowed Dabang Delhi's Naveen Kumar
to secure a raid point and hold Gujarat
Lions to 24-24 tie in the Pro Kabaddi
League here on Sunday. Delhi's star
raider once again secured aSuper 10(11
points), his third in three matches of
Season 8 - but the team was lucky toes-
cape with a tie after another match
filled with mistakes from its defence.

Gujarat will only have themselves to
blame after Rakesh Sanrogya and
Rakesh Narwal had opened upa chance
for them to win the encounter against
Season 7 runners-up. PTI

I-League clubforced
toplay with 9 players

Kalyani: In a bizarre development,
debutants Rajasthan United were left
to play their maiden I-League match
against Punjab Football Club on Sunday
withjust nine players, instead of 11, due
tothe confusion over the registration of
amateurs. The Jaipur-based side, which
had made it to the I-League after win-
ning the qualifying tournament in
October, acknowledged that the situa-
tionarose due to "errant decision mak-
ing" by the club. Rajasthan United said
the All India Football Federation refused
its request to postpone the match to
January when they can have enough
players with new signings. It also took
adig at their opponents -- Punjab FC --
for refusing to play the match later.PTI

ICC expresses grief
atlllingworth’s death

Dubai: The International Cricket
Council (ICC) on Sunday expressed
grief at the death of former England
captain Ray Illingworth at the age of
89. He had been undergoing radio-
therapy for esophageal cancer.
Yorkshire, the English county
Illingworth played for, announced
his death on Saturday. Born in
Pudsey, Yorkshire, the off-spinning
all-rounder, started his first-class ca-
reerin 1951 at the age of 19. He rep-
resented England from 1958 to 1973,
playing 61 Tests, scoring 1836 runs
and picking 122 wickets. He cap-
tained England to a famous 2-0
Ashes victory in 1970-71. PTI

After final heroics, HP’s

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 26

SHUBHAM ARORA waited for this day all
his life. So did his Himachal Pradesh team.

Scoring big runs on a big stage has al-
ways been the goal but neither his side nor
he ever managed to reach the final of a ma-
jor event. That's why December 26 will go
down as a day to remember for both Arora
and Himachal Pradesh cricket.

The team, which has always been con-
sidered a minnow on the domestic circuit
clinched their first ever major domestic ti-
tle - the Vijay Hazare Trophy on Sunday.
They had to chase Tamil Nadu’s 315-run
target. But while on 299 for 4, after 47.3
overs, bad light was announced and
Himachal was declared the winner.

Central to Himachal’s success though
was the role the Delhi-boy, born in Una,
Himachal played for his team on Sunday.
The 24-year-old Arora carved an unbeaten
136 with 13 boundaries and a solitary strike
over the ropes. He recalls the dressing room
talk before he went out to bat in Jaipur.

“We were told that we need to keep
wickets in hand and try to play out the en-
tire 50 overs,” he says to The Indian Express.

“My duty was to try and not get out es-
pecially during the play-off. A good startis
always needed while chasing a big score.

Those who have been following domes-

Rahul steadies India’s turbulence

Shrugging off days of taut tensions, KL and Mayank start SA tour with 117 run partnership in India's 272/3

SANDIPG
DECEMBER 26

AT THE SuperSport Arena, Indian cricket
moved from darkness that had shrouded it for
a fortnight, to light. A supreme first day per-
formance with the bat, rare as they come in
South Aftrica, brought the focus back on cricket,
as it should be. Dispelling in one compelling
day of cricket, the scandals and slander that
had dominated the build-up, the negativity
thathad piled up, and the doubts and dervishes
that lingered on.

It was a day out of a dream. The openers
not only survived the first session without
damage, but also stitched a 117-run partner-
ship, just the third instance that an Indian
opening pair had put on a century-stand on
these difficult shores. It was thefirst timein 14
years that the openers survived the first ses-
sion of the first morning of a first Test outside
Asia (India have been historically shoddy
starters). To elaborate the positive thread, KL
Rahul, unconquered on 122, illustrated that his
hundred in England was not a one-off but the
beginning of a truly fruitful phase.

His partner, Mayank Agarwal showed that
he is more than a home-track bully and could
prosper in hostile bowling conditions. Equally
significantly, the belabouring Ajinkya Rahane
flowered, and looked to have reconquered his
best touch, with a crisp40 not out. Bearing the
collective fruit of labour, India ended the day
on a commanding 272/3, eight runs short of
the highest score they managed in six innings
during the last tour here.

Much of their supremacy owed to Rahul’s
continuing resurgence as a genuinely high-
class opening batsman.There has been so
much to like about him since he first burst
through—the non-violent aggression, the wil-
lowy languidness, and the non-plussed de-
meanour. All those vaunted traits had pundits
stamp potential greatness on him. But it’s the
resolve, and thus a blossoming maturity, that
he had been demonstrating since the series in
England that could clear his path to dizzying
heights. Before the England series, he did make
afew technical tweaks, like trimming his trig-
ger movement and keeping his hands closer
to the body than before, but it’s mental forti-
tude that shines through his revival.

Under the menacing, gloomy skies, he was
almost asceticinabstinence. Even when South
Affrica’s rusty bowlers erred in length, which
they managed abundantly, his mind didn’t wa-
ver. He patiently left whatever that didn’t
threaten his stumps. He resisted the tempta-
tion to cut and drive, or that instinctive poke
outside the off-stump. Those that veered into
his body were blunted with a dead defensive
bat. It took 25 balls and an over-pitched gift
from Kagiso Rabada towinkin the first of his 13
boundaries. By that time, he had already ne-
gotiated a probing spell from the South Africa
talisman, one that included a futile review for
a caught-behind off an awkward short-ball
that he ducked under, with much difficulty.

Even as South Africa’s seamers progres-
sively lost their intensity, and Agarwal latched
onwithastream of boundaries to motor along,
Rahul was content in his self-woven shell of
caution. He built the first block of his innings
solely through boundaries of delicious loose
balls, mostly fullish balls, or sneaky tap-and-
run singles. His first 47 runs ate up 126 balls.
the next 43 came off 66 balls, before he decel-
erated towards the end, the last 33 soaking up
56 balls.

The understanding between him and
Agarwal was telepathic, expectedly so as they
have been teammates since age-group cricket.
There was no strain of unhealthy race between
them, as Rahul was happy just defending while
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24-year-old Shubham Arora carved an

unbeaten 136 with 13 boundaries and
asolitary strike over the ropes. File

tic cricket would have certainly predicted
another title for Tamil Nadu - the clear
favourite before the clash. But back in the
Himachal dugout, the team - that has long
been accustomed to punching above its

Agarwal was keener on hitting boundaries.
Both would have a chat whenever they
thought their partner was unsettled.

Agarwal, perfect foil

Taking full toll on the rarely incisive bowl-
ing, Agarwal donned the aggressor role in the
initial phase of their 244-ball stay. Fresh from
a hundred and a half-century in his last Test,
he was in buoyant mood, though he was not
careless. Rather, he was more ruthless onany-
thing that was marginally loose and within his
range. The nervous debutant Marco Jansen was
often at the receiving end—he was crunched
for three boundaries in his first over in Test
cricket—though Jansen almost had his revenge
when Agarwal edged behind, unable to ride
the steeply bounce the surface at times gener-
ated, but for the wicket-keeper Quinton de
Kock to shell it. Thereafter, though, he was
more alive to the devils the quickening-up
pitch was throwing up as well as the correc-
tive measures the South African seamers had
sought. They made the Indian pair play at the
ball more often, and drew a few edges and
misses.

The newfound persistence of South Africa’s
seamers, especially Lungi Ngidi, was rewarded,
as he took out Agarwal and Cheteshwar Pujara
off successive balls.

However, by then they were so exhausted
of alternatives that they were forced to operate
with Wiaan Mulder or Keshav Maharaj from
one end. Rahul took on Maharaj with particu-
lar fondness, racing thus towards the 90s with
aclutch of fours and a six, whereas Virat Kohli
bedded in without any fuss. The pairadded 82
off 171 balls to prevent a potential meltdown,
as they had experienced in England, and it
seemed they would carry India till stumps
without any damage.

Then departed Kohli, playing a forgettable
shot outside the off-stump off Ngidi, bringing
joy and hope back on the South African faces.
But it was short-lived as Rahane reeled out
boundaries, batting like a millionaire rather
than someone riding a career-threatening
slump. In his company, Rahul completed his
seventh Test hundred, with a raft of singles,
though Dean Elgar had dangled the carrot by
throwing in Maharaj. But Rahul was unmoved
intoastroke of imprudence. He bided his time
as he had for most part of his magnificent hun-
dred. Then he began to bide his time again,
seemingly in a quest to compensate for the
time he had lost due to indifferent form.

South Africa’s lone hope to salvage the day
was the second new ball and inducing a late
collapse. But they were as erratic with the sec-
ond new ball as they were with the first.
Rahane and Rahul had few qualms in negoti-
ating the phase—the only note of alarm was
an edge that flew off Rahul off a Rabada ball
that kicked off the surface—and they walked
offthe field with both joy and satisfaction after
anear perfect first day of a first Test in difficult
batting conditions. And symbolically, the sun
shone through brightly over the arena, dis-
pelling the darkness that had shrouded Indian
cricket.

SCOREBOARD

India 1st Innings:

KL Rahul batting 122

Mayank Agarwal Ibw b Ngidi 60
Cheteshwar Pujara c Petersen b Ngidi 0
Virat Kohli c Mulder b Ngidi 35
Ajinkya Rahane batting 40
Extras: (B-4 LB-4 NB-7) 15

Total: (For 3 wickets in 90 overs)
Fall of wickets: 1/117 2/117 3/199
Bowling: Kagiso Rabada 20-5-51-0, Lungi
Ngidi 17-4-45-3, Marco Jansen 17-4-61-0,
Wiaan Mulder 18-3-49-0, Keshav Maharaj
18-2-58-0.

Arora eyes

weight - felt there was a good chance to
create history. As per Arora, the surface was
agood batting track, so it was just a matter
of execution.

No longer underdogs

As the runs came for Himachal — a team
playing without any stress, as if they had
nothing to lose - the pressure kept mount-
ing on Tamil Nadu.

“All these years I always wanted to play
an innings like this on a big stage.
Thankfully it came today and we won.
Winning a title is always a special feeling
and it took some time for the feeling to sink.
To understand what we had just achieved,”
Arora explains.

The win also means Himachal will shed
the underdog tag hereon. No longer will the
bigger metro city teams look at them as the
small-town boys. Arora too agreed that the
win will change the perception Himachal
had among their rivals.

“This win will now help us to get rid of
the minnows tag. No team will take us
lightly now. There has been a lot of hard
work that has gone into this. There was a
long process that was followed. And this is
aresult of all that hard work. We did this
as ateam,” the opener adds.

Gully to the stadium
Playing gully cricket on the streets of
Delhi’s Patel Nagar, neighbours spotted his
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KL Rahul’s first 47 runs ate up 126 balls. the next 43 came off 66 balls, before he decelerated towards the end Reuters

Fishing for trouble outside off stump

EVER SINCE he poked outside off stump to fall caught behind in India’s second innings of the World Test Championship final

against New Zealand in June, skipper Virat Kohli has now been dismissed nine successive times in overseas Tests either caught
by the wicketkeeper or at first slip. His dismissal to Lungi Ngidi at Centurion in the series opener against South Africa on Sunday
was the latest in the trend. We take a look at each of the dismissals.

WHAT DO THE NUMBERS SAY?

For the first four years of his Test career until
the 2014 tour of England where James
Anderson sorted him out, Kohli averaged just
28 in the corridor outside off stump. Cricviz
data shows that in the next four years - from
2015t02019- he averaged anincredible 92 in
the same channel. But of late, it has once again
become his nemesis.

WTC FINAL, SOUTHAMPTON, 2ND IN-
NINGS

cWatling b Jamieson 13

After having gone leg-before to the same
bowlerin the first innings, Kohli was opened up
by ashortishdelivery from Kyle Jamieson that
straightened on the sixth or seventh stump
line. He still poked at it off the back foot and
edged ittothe keeperto start what has become
atrend.

1STTEST, NOTTINGHAM, 1STINNINGS
cButtler b Anderson 0

The first round of the widely-expected contest
lasted justone ball in the England series opener.
Kohli sprang well forward to try to defend a
James Anderson delivery pitched up around
the sixth stump. But the ball held its line to take
the nick through to keeper Jos Buttler, hand-
ing Kohli a golden duck.

2ND TEST, LORDS, 1STINNINGS

cRoot b Robinson42

Again, adelivery that Kohli could have possibly
left was to consume him. Ollie Robinson an-
gled itin a bit on a good length on the fifth or
sixth stump line. Kohli was standing almost

IPL auction

talent and advised his father to push him
onto the path that may lead to a successful
cricketing career. He took his first steps to-
ward that goal in Delhi, before later heading
tothe state of his birth to achieve that target.

“l'used to play in a small lane when my
neighbour told my father that I bat well so
they should try and send me to train in the
nets. My parents did that. Then I tried to
make the Delhi team but wasn’t selected,”
says the self-proclaimed David Miller fan.

“Since I was born in Himachal, I tried
out for their state team and have been play-
ing for them since my junior cricket days.
Later I made their senior side.”

Now with the runs coming in, the wick-
etkeeper batsman hopes he might have
caught the eye of an IPL scout. With the
auctions happening in February, the
youngster doesn’t rule out the fact that he’s
hopeful of making it to an IPL team.

“If anIPL contract happens it will be good.
I hope this knock makes a difference. At the
moment at least for now, we are happy to
have created our own history,” he says.

BRIEF SCORES: Tamil Nadu: 314 all out in
494 overs (Dinesh Karthik 116, Baba Indrajith
80, Shahrukh Khan 42; Pankaj Jaswal 4/59,
Rishi Dhawan 3/62) lost to Himachal
Pradesh 299/4; 47.3 overs (Shubham Arora
136 not out, Amit Kumar 74, Rishi Dhawan
42 not out) by 11 runs (VJD Method after bad
light suspended play)

outside off stump as he pushed at the ball only
to send it to rival captain Joe Root at first slip.

2ND TEST, LORDS, 2ND INNINGS
cButtler b Curran 20

This was the usual left-armer’s angle heading
across Kohli,and once more, around that sixth-
stump line. He'd just survived areview for lbw
against the same bowler for the one comingin
at his pads and ended up stretching forward
to follow Sam Curran’s angle. Jos Buttler took
the thick edge low and safe.

3RDTEST, LEEDS, 1STINNINGS

cButtler b Anderson7

Anderson had had his great rival defending at
Trent Bridge, he would get him on the drive at
Headingley. Yet another one on or about the
fifth or sixth stump, slanted in full, and invit-
ing the big shot. Kohli obliged, the ball changed
directionand Buttler accepted one more edge
into his gloves.

3RD TEST, LEEDS, 2ND INNINGS
cRoot b Robinson 55

He'd just made his first half-century of the tour,
but Kohli was to depart in what was by now
familiar fashion for the second time in the se-
ries to Robinson. The inward angle from the
right-armer perhaps made him play a length
ball on fifth stump, and captain Root gobbled
up the edge at first slip.

4THTEST, OVAL, 1STINNINGS

cBairstow b Robinson 50

This one bucked the trend somewhat, but only
in the sense that Kohli was trying to turn
Robinsonto the leg side. The delivery was sim-
ilar, angled in towards the fourth stump on a
good length. Kohli played with a closed bat-
face from the crease, but the ball still found its
way to the keeper off the leading edge.

4THTEST, OVAL, 2ND INNINGS
cOvertonbAli44

All the previous seven dismissals had been to
pace, Moeen Ali’s off-spin was to account for
Kohli now. The area was the same: the corri-
doroutside off, on the fifth stump. Kohlileaned
forward to try to defend a flighted delivery, but
he was pushing for more turn than there was
and the ball carried to slip comfortably.

1STTEST, CENTURION, 1STINNINGS
cMulder b Ngidi 35

Lungi Ngidi’s delivery on Sunday was easily the
widest of the lot. It was floated up way outside
off stump for the drive. Kohli saw thatand im-
mediately went hard at it. But the ball swung
away late and a healthy edge flew to Wiaan
Mulder atfirst slip, where the all-rounder com-
pleted the snare. ABHISHEK PUROHIT

England’s backs against wall
on day one of 3rd Ashes Test

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MELBOURNE, DECEMBER 26

ENGLAND'S EARNEST dressing-room dis-
cussions about improving shot selection
failed to bear fruit on Sunday's opening day
of the third Ashes cricket Test, as shambolic
batting delivered a Boxing Day feast of
wickets for Australia at Melbourne Cricket
Ground.

England was bowled out for 185, be-
fore Australia reached 61-1 at stumps.

Admittedly England, humiliated in a
275-run defeat in Adelaide, faced a tough
task to bounce back on Sunday. Australia
captain Pat Cummins won the toss and in-
vited under-siege England to bat first on a
green-tinged, seaming MCG pitch.

England was 61-3 at lunch. By tea, the
tourists were in serious trouble at 128-6,
having lost the key wicket of skipper Joe
Root for 50.

England's resistance with the bat lasted
just 65.1 overs. World No.1-ranked bowler
Cummins (3-36), spinner Nathan Lyon (3-
36) and left-arm quick Mitchell Starc (2-
54) combined to keep the pressure on
England's batters.

Aloose shot outside off stump by Root,
a questionable cut by Ben Stokes, and a
wild heave by Jos Buttler will attract heavy

attention from England's press after an-
other difficult day for the tourists, who trail
two-nil in the five-match series.

Cummins ripped through England's top
order. The skipper took three wickets in the
opening session after winning the toss and
bowling. Rain delayed the start of play for
30 minutes before Cummins removed
Haseeb Hameed without scoring and Zak
Crawley for 12.

Dawid Malan added 48 for third wicket
with Root, before Cummins was rewarded
in the final over before lunch, as Malan was
caught at first slip for 14. Australia claimed
another three wickets in the middle ses-
sion, dismissing the dangerous duo of Root
and Stokes (25). The departure of Buttler
for three, after aiming a wild slog to deep
mid-wicket off the bowling of Lyon in the
last over before tea, summed up England's
struggles against Australia's disciplined
bowling.

World No.2-ranked batsman Root added
to his side’s woes outside off stump by offer-
ing a catch to wicketkeeper Alex Carey off the
bowling of Mitchell Starc at 82-4.

BRIEF SCORES: England 1st innings 185
all out (Joe Root 50; Pat Cummins 3/36,
Nathan Lyon 3/36) vs Australia 1st innings
61/1 (David Warner 38, Marcus Harris 20
batting; James Anderson 1/14).
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