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STORMY START TO WINTER SESSION

BJP to start
sports league
named after
Article 370 in
Amit Shah seat

HouseclearsfarmlawsrepealBill,
GovtrejectsOppcallforadebate
Adhir, Kharge target Govt over lack of discussion, repeal
delay; Tomar says debate to have no tangible results

PARIMAL DABHI

GANDHINAGAR, NOVEMBER 29
THE BJP in Gujarat’s Gandhinagar, the Lok Sabha constituency represented by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah, is
planning to host tournaments in
cricket and kabaddi under the
label Gandhinagar Loksabha
Premier League 370, or GLPL
370, to “draw maximum number of youth to the party”, local
leaders said.
According to Ahmedabad
city BJP unit general secretary
Jitubhai Patel, the league is
named after Article 370, “which
was abrogated in 2019 under
Amit Shah’s leadership”, and
there are plans to start tournaments in the middle of
December.
Harshad Patel, who is the BJP
in-charge of Gandhinagar Lok
Sabha constituency, told The
Indian Express: “The events have
been organised to make the
(young)voters,whosenamesare

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

LIZ MATHEW &
KRISHN KAUSHIK

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29
SOUTH AFRICAN health authorities have conveyed to top medical experts in India that they are
witnessing “very low hospitalisation” directly linked to
Omicron, although the new
Covid variant of concern is
“highly transmissibile” and patients are experiencing extreme
fatigue even with mild disease,
The Indian Express has learnt.
The latest update came even
as
the
World
Health
Organisation (WHO) assessed
global risk from the newly discovered variant as “very high”,
and India extended support to
countries dealing with Omicron
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Ajaz Patel, who batted till end of day Monday, survives an appeal. PTI

India vs India-origin Rachin, Ajaz
as Kiwis save Test in last-day epic
SANDIP G

KANPUR, NOVEMBER 29
UNDER THE smoggy, flood-lit
skies of the historic Green Park
Stadium, a draw for the ages,
where sweat and emotion
flowed in equal measure, was
played out between India and
New Zealand. The fortunes of
the game fluctuated, as the day
toggled between smog and sunshine. The tourists needed 284

Omicron news from
S Africa: high fatigue,
low hospitalisation
KAUNAIN SHERIFF M &
SHUBHAJIT ROY
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in Africa, and promised supplies
of Made-in-India vaccines.
Top Government sources
told The Indian Express that experts from the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) and
National Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC) held a detailed
exchangewithSouthAfricanauthorities on Omicron, including
the transmissibility and severity
of infection.
Sources said South African
experts conveyed that Omicron
has been found to be highly

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

COVID VICTIM BODIES
FOUND AFTER A YEAR,
KIN DISTRAUGHT
PAGE 9

runs to win the Test, which was
a lost pursuit even before New
Zealand’s fourth innings began,
but they batted stoutly and stoically to deny India by a lone
wicket in the opening Test of
the series.
At the heart of the rearguard
were a debutant all-rounder
and a left-arm spinner of Indian
heritage, Rachin Ravindra (18
off 91 balls) and Ajaz Patel (2 off
23), who blunted 52 balls to
deny India.

Question Govt
skipped: Were
NRIs asked to
stop aiding
farmers?

Rachin’s father was a software system architect from
Bengaluru who emigrated to
Wellingtonattheturnof thecentury, but continued his love for
cricket. He soon began organisingcricketforschoolchildrenand
started the Hutts Hawks Club,
which organised cricket tours to
different outposts of the game
across the world. Naturally,
Rachin,hisnameaportmanteau
of hisfather’sfavouritecricketers,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

BUSINESS AS USUAL
BY UNNY

ANISHA DUTTA

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29
A QUESTION by Congress Rajya
SabhamemberKCVenugopalto
the Minister of External Affairs
on whether NRIs living abroad
were harassed at airports and
sent back, and some even asked
byauthoritiestostophelpingthe
farmers’ agitation, was provisionallyadmittedandscheduled
to be answered on December 2,
but dropped from the final list of
questions for the day.
The question (Provisionally
Admitted Question Starred/
Unstarred diary number U455)
read: “Will the Minister of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29
THE WINTER session of
Parliament began on a stormy
note Monday when the Farm
Laws Repeal Bill, 2021, cleared
the two Houses via voice votes
without any discussion. The Bill
sailed through amid Opposition
demand for a debate on issues
raised by farmers protesting
against the three new agriculture laws being withdrawn by
the government.
The Lok Sabha passed the Bill
in the first half of the proceedings amid vociferous demands
for a discussion. And in the Rajya
Sabha, it was passed minutes after resumption of the postlunch session.
Claiming that the Bill had
beenbroughtinwithconsensus,
that it did not have any clause to
discuss and that a debate would
have no tangible results, the
treasury benches rejected demands of the Opposition, which
was keen to target the government over the delay in withdrawal of the laws given that
farmerprotestsbeganmorethan
a year ago and some demands,
including legal guarantee for
MSP, are still being raised.
In Lok Sabha, Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar
introducedandtabledtheBillfor
consideration and passing.
Members of the TMC and DMK
came to the Well, seeking a discussion while Congress MPs,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

12 RS MPs
suspended for
entire session,
Opp calls it
undemocratic
KRISHN KAUSHIK,
MANOJ C G &
SOURAV ROY BARMAN

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29
PM Modi, Union MoS Arjun Ram Meghwal and Jitendra Singh
at Parliament at start of winter session Monday. Anil Sharma

Boycott session or take
fight to the Govt? Opp
will take a call today
MANOJ CG

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29
WITHTHEsuspensionof12Rajya
Sabha MPs deepening the political divide and threatening a
washoutof theentirewintersession,backchanneltalkswereheld
betweenthegovernmentandthe
Opposition Monday to find an
amicable resolution, but there
was no immediate headway.
Minutesafterthesuspension
of the MPs, Opposition floor
leaders met in the chamber of
Mallikarjun Kharge, Leader of
the Opposition in Rajya Sabha.
The RJD’s Manoj Kumar Jha,
it is learnt, said Kharge should

speak to Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu on behalf of the entire
Oppositionanddemandrevocation of the suspension. He suggested that if the government is
not amenable, then the
Opposition should think about
boycotting the entire session.
Leaders of the Left parties are
learnt to have supported him.
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The IIT-alumnus is currently
Chief Technology Officer

Dorsey steps
down, Parag
Agrawal is
new CEO
of Twitter
PRANAV MUKUL

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29
TWITTER’S CHIEF Technology
Officer Parag Agrawal, who is an
alumnus of IIT-Bombay, will replace outgoing CEO Jack Dorsey,
the microblogging site announced Monday. Agrawal has
been with Twitter since 2011
and has served as Chief
Techonology Officer (CTO) since
October 2017.
In a statement, Twitter said
that while Dorsey is stepping
down and Agrawal’s appointment in the executive role will
be effective immediately, the
outgoingCEOwillcontinuetobe
on the company’s board till the
end of his term next year.
“I’ve decided to leave
Twitter because I believe the
company is ready to move on
from its founders. My trust in
Parag as Twitter’s CEO is deep.
His work over the past 10 years
has been transformational. I’m
deeply grateful for his skill,
heart, and soul. It’s his time to
lead,” Dorsey said.
As CTO, Agrawal has been responsible for the company’s
technical strategy, while

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

New Delhi

IN A move that angered the
Opposition and set the stage for
acrimonious exchanges, a dozen
members of Opposition parties
in Rajya Sabha were suspended
from the winter session on the
very first day following a motion
brought in by the government.
The members were suspended for alleged unruly conduct towards the end of the
monsoon session in August
when marshals were called after Opposition members

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Rarely
used rule
RULE 256 from Rules of
Procedure and Conduct
of Business in RS was invoked against the MPs.
The Opposition said the
rule is for ongoing session, not to be used in an
earlier one. In 6 decades,
it has been used 13 times.
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QLAN: NETWORK
FOR GAMERS

Allows Australians to
make a plaint over
defamatory material

Gamers take first step
to being professional
eSports player

FROM PAGE ONE
Sports league

on the voters’ list, pro-BJP. For
that, cricket and kabaddi have
been selected. The target is to
have at least two teams in each
ward (one each for cricket and
kabaddi).”
Harshad Patel said: “Home
Minister Amit Shah first discussed this with around 8-10 of
us in the party.” Subsequently,
he said, a meeting of 200-250
partyworkerswascalledandresponsibilities assigned.
For instance, Gujarat MoS
Jagdish Vishwakarma, who organised the Karnavati Premier
League(KPL)inAhmedabadfive
yearsago,hasbeenaskedtoplan
the tournaments.
BJP state unit general secretary Pradipsinh Vaghela said:
“Anentireteamof theLokSabha
constituency is involved. The
plan is to organise a kabaddi
tournamentfortheconstituency
and seven cricket tournaments,
one for each of its seven
Assembly segments.”
The seven segments are
Vejalpur, Ghatlodia, Naranpura,
Sabarmati, Kalol, Gandhinagar
(North) and Sanand. The Lok
Sabha constituency has around
1,800boothsacrossAhmedabad
andGandhinagar,andBJPofficebearershavebeenaskedtoidentifyteams,venuesandcommentators as well as frame rules.
The league is currently open
for men only, and the matches
will be played using tennis balls
on grounds rented from private
owners, BJP leaders said.
Publicity is mainly being done
through WhatsApp groups.
Shah has been associated
with the Gujarat Cricket
Association (GCA) since 2007, in
ending the 16-year reign of the
Congress.Hewasalsovicechairman of GCA when then Chief
Minister Narendra Modi was
chairman. Shah's son, Jay Shah,
is the current BCCI secretary.
“On
the
lines
of
Narendrabhai'sconceptof motivating players through Khel
Mahakumbh, Amitbhai has got
this organised... By Wednesday,
we should be able to get the first
registered teams,” said Jitubhai
Patel, the Ahmedabad city unit
BJP general secretary.

Kiwis save Test

Sachin Tendulkar and Rahul
Dravid, took to the game.
Ajaz was born in Mumbai
and shifted to Auckland when
he was eight with his father
Yunus, who was then a refrigerator mechanic. Upon his aunt’s
insistence, he was enrolled in a
local club, where former New
Zealand spinner Dipak Patel
spotted him.
Destiny brought Rachin and
Ajaz together. It’s unsure how
their career would progress
from here, but they have collected memories of a lifetime
during those 52 balls.
There was more drama and
outpouring of emotion in the
last 10 minutes than in the entire match -- appeals, reviews,
chats,umpiresflippingthelightmeter, deafening chants from
the stands, chirping fielders,
edgesfalling short,pitch playing
tricks, and the ball seldom kicking up thigh-high. From hope to
dejection, desperation to agony,
the stadium swung. In the mix
of all, New Zealand’s last-wicket
pair remained unflustered.
On the sixth ball of the 96th
over, Ravi Ashwin rapped Ajaz
on his pads. The umpire remained unmoved. Skipper
Ajinkya Rahane reviewed. The
crowd held their breath. The replays showed no bat, much to
their joy, but Hawkeye showed
the ball had pitched just outside
leg-stump. Ajaz heaved a sigh of
relief, Rachin wrapped his arms
around him.
Rahane chewed his lips,
Ashwin frowned. Half an inch
into the stumps, and he would
havebeenwheelingawayincelebration. Ravindra Jadeja,

though, exuded serenity. Only
two overs remained for New
Zealand to seal a memorable
draw and India to pinch a famouswin.Butthen,theumpires
flicked out the light-meter. It
was15minutespastfour,butthe
stadiumwasindarkness.Awave
of anxietylashedtheground,before it burst in joy when the umpires concluded that the game
could continue.
It was the third time in as
many overs that the umpires
had checked the light. Soon, the
crowd started chanting the
names of the umpires, Nitin
Menon and Virender Sharma,
perhaps a first for them.
Then,theywerechantingthe
name of Axar Patel, the first-innings hero with the ball. But
Rachin repelled everything that
was thrown at him. The third
ball spun viciously into him and
brushed the inside edge. But the
edge eluded leg-gully. By this
time, every Indian fielder was
around the batsman like an umbrella. A pin-drop silence filled
the ground, as Rachin defended
thefinalthreeballstosafety.And
then, in between the overs, they
gave him a standing ovation for
theheartandskillhehadshown.
Butonemoreoverremained,
andJadejacalmlytossedtheball
in the air. He was the force that
stretchedthematchthisfarwith
four wickets, including those of
Kane Williamson and Ross
Taylor, breathing life into a
match that was meandering to
a tame draw. But Ajaz frayed no
nerves,defendingeachof thesix
balls. The second ball spun and
kept low, but Ajaz had his eyes
on the ball and body behind it.
At the end of the over, the
98th of the New Zealand innings, with 10 minutes remaining for close of play, the umpires
checked the light again, and
ruled that the game could not
continue. With weary eyes, the
Indian players lingered, staring
at the skies, just in case the sun
winked again. By this time,
Rachin and Ajaz were already
baskingin the sweat of their toil.
The game was yet again a
vindication of New Zealand’s
fortitude, their knack of fighting
till the end and their heart for a
scrap. Not for nothing are they
the world champions, and no
team has run India this close at
home in recent times. And how
ironic it was that two Kiwis of
Indiandescentwere attheheart
of a fifth-day epic.

Omicron news

transmissible when compared
to Delta, the predominant variant in India. “Based on the exchange, we also know that very
low hospitalisation is linked to
the variant so far,” sources said.
Significantly, the South
African experts have informed
that Omicron hasnotresulted in
any deaths, as of now. “So far, it
only manifests as a mild disease
with extreme fatigue and throat
irritationbeingthepredominant
symptom,” sources said.
TheSouthAfricansalsohighlighted that patients are not experiencing loss of sense, smell
and taste, or drop in oxygen levels as reported in the Delta variant. “At this point, we are not
panicking... But if anything untoward happens, they will share
with us,” sources said.
In Delhi, meanwhile, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said in a statement that
India expresses “solidarity with
the countries, particularly in
Africa”. It said that the
Government “stands ready to
support the countries affected...
in dealing with the Omicron
variant, including by supplies of
Made-in-India vaccines”.
“Suppliescan beundertaken
through Covax or bilaterally. In
this regard, the Government has
cleared all orders placed so far
by Covax for supplies of
Covishieldvaccines,includingto
African countries like Malawi,
Ethiopia, Zambia, Mozambique,

How Nehru debated his
adversaries

Catalysedbytheever-increasingenvironmentalpollution,climatechangeremainsoneofthebiggestthreats
totheworld,astherecentUNconference,COP26,showed.Bengal,too,iswitnessingtheilleffectsofsuch
climatechange

House clears farm laws repeal Bill
who were there initially, returnedtotheirseatstolettheir
leader
Adhir
Ranjan
Chowdhury speak on their behalf.
“Whenitislistedasconsideration and passing of the Bill,
why can’t there be a debate?
This government, since 2014,
hasbeenpassingandrepealing
Bills without any discussion.
YouhavetakenthisHousefora
ride,” Chowdhary alleged.
The Speaker said there
could be discussions later but
there had to be decorum in the
House. He repeatedly said that
theHousehadtobeinorderfor
a debate.
Chowdhury’s party colleagueMallikarjunKhargetold
Rajya Sabha that everyone
“welcomes”therepealBill,and
thatnobodyisagainstit.But,he
said, it took the government a
year and three months to take
back the three “black” laws.
Khargesaidwhenthethree
farm Bills were brought to
Parliament for discussion, “all
members,whetherfromLower
or Upper House, NGOs and
farmerunions,protested..they
said it is not in the favour of
farmers, it will be against

them”.
He accused the governmentof repealingthelawsonly
due to electoral compulsions.
He said the ruling BJP was impacted in the recent by-electionsinseveralstates“andthen
there are elections in five
states”comingup,andthatthe
governmentfeelsitwillhavean
impact in these elections too.
Tomar maintained that the
“government had brought the
threeBillsforthebettermentof
the farmers” but “we are sad
thatsometimes,evenaftertrying…evenafterCongressmentioned it in their manifesto but
had a hypocritical attitude towards it… we were unable to
convince the farmers during
our discussions”.
He said the Prime Minister
“demonstratedhistoricmagnanimity,”andannouncedtherepealof thelawsonGuruNanak
Dev Jayanti. “This shows unity
in the Prime Minister’s words
and actions,” he said.
“We have come here to repeal the laws, the government
isreadyandtheOppositionhas
been demanding. Therefore,
there is no need to discuss it
and the repeal Bill should be

passed,” Tomar said.
UnionHomeMinisterAmit
Shah and Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh were present in
Lok Sabha when the Bill was
passed. Modi was in Lok Sabha
whenitmetinthemorningbut
did not return to the House
whenproceedingsresumedafter a brief adjournment at
noon.
The start of the session in
LokSabhasawOppositionMPs
rushtotheWell,raisingvarious
issues. While Congress and
TMCMPsraisedslogansinsupport of farmers, DMK’s T R
Baalu demanded that the
House pass a resolution condoling the death of farmers
duringtheagitationagainstthe
farm laws. In Rajya Sabha too,
members were in the Well of
theHouse,holdingplacardsdemanding uniform procurement policy.
Outside Parliament House,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
criticised the government’s
move to pass the repeal Bill
without discussion.
“Earlier, we had said that
the government will have to
withdraw the farm laws, and
today these laws were re-

pealed. It is unfortunate that
the farm laws were repealed
without discussion. This government is scared of holding a
discussion,” he said.
The Opposition intensified
its protests in the afternoon in
Lok Sabha while Rajya Sabha
descended into chaos after a
motionwasmovedtosuspend
12 Opposition MPs over their
behaviourduringthemonsoon
session.
Earlierintheday,beforethe
two Houses met, Prime
MinisterModisaidthegovernment was ready to discuss all
issues in the House.
Discussions, and not disruptions, should be the yardstick
on which the success of
Parliament must be weighed,
he said.
“Our government is ready
to answer all questions during
the winter session of
Parliament,” he said. Stating
that the dignity of the House
and the Chair must be maintained, Modi said: “We should
debate in Parliament, and
maintain the decorum of the
proceedings. “Sawal bhi, shanti
bhi(askquestions,maintainorder),” he said.

Boycott session or take fight to Govt? Opp decides today
The Congress, sources said,
did not reveal its mind immediately. Some Congress leaders said boycotting the session
would be an extreme response.
“The government then will
have a free run. We cannot vacate the space. We have to negotiate and arrive at a tactical
truce,” a Congress leader said.
Sources said one proposal
is for members to meet the
Chairman in his chamber and
express regret so that suspension can be revoked. But this
has been strongly opposed by
some of the suspended memGuinea and Lesotho. We have
also cleared supplies of Covaxin
to Botswana," the MEA said.
"Any new requirement projected either bilaterally or
through Covax will be considered expeditiously,” it said.
The Government also said
thatitisreadyto supplylife-saving drugs, test kits, gloves, PPE
kits and medical equipment,
such as ventilators.
India has, so far, supplied
more than 25 million doses of
Made-in-India vaccines to 41
countries in Africa.
On Sunday, the WHO had
said that it is not yet clear
whetherinfectionwithOmicron
causes more severe disease
compared to other variants.
Later,inanewtechnicalbrief
circulated to countries, it said
therewere“considerableuncertainties” in information about
Omicron, but preliminary reports suggest a potential for “increased risk” from this variant.
“Given mutations that may
confer immune-escape potential and possibly transmissibility advantage, the likelihood of
potential further spread of
Omicron at the global level is
high... The overall global risk related to the new VoC (variant of
concern) Omicron is assessed as
very high,” the WHO said.
"... If another major surge of
Covid19 takes place driven by
Omicron, consequences may be
severe. Increasing cases, regardless of a change in severity, may
pose overwhelming demands
on healthcare systems and may
lead to increased morbidity and
mortality,” it said. The WHO,
however, also noted that no
Omicron-related death had
been reported anywhere.

(WITHENS/PUNE)

bers.
The Trinamool Congress
neither attended the morning
meeting of Opposition leaders
convened by Kharge nor the
one after the suspension of the
12 MPs though two among
them are from the party.
ENS adds: Earlier in the
day, Venkaiah Naidu referred
to the incident of the last session. In his opening address, he
said “bitter and unpleasant experiences” of the monsoon
session “still continue to haunt
most of us”.
“The treasury benches
wanted a detailed inquiry into

MPs suspended

stormed the Well during the
passageof theGeneralInsurance
Business (Nationalisation)
Amendment Bill, 2021.
The suspended members
comprise six from the Congress,
two each from Trinamool
CongressandShivSena,andone
each from CPI and CPM: Phulo
Devi Netam, Chhaya Verma,
RipunBora,RajamaniPatel,Syed
Nasir Hussain and Akhilesh
Prasad Singh of Congress; Dola
Sen, Shanta Chhetri of
Trinamool Congress; Priyanka
Chaturvedi, Anil Desai of Shiv
Sena; Elamaram Kareem of
CPM; and, Binoy Viswam of CPI.
The motion, moved by
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi, was passed by
voice vote. Calling it “undemocratic” and “unprecedented”, the
Opposition said their floor leaders will hold a joint meeting
Tuesday to discuss the issue.
The members were suspended for the rest of the winter session under Rule 256 of
Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in Rajya Sabha. The
rule has been used 13 times in
thepasttosuspend26members
(some multiple times) since
1962. Membership of two
Parliamentarians was terminated under the rule in 2010.
Reading the motion, Joshi
said “this House takes cognizance and strongly condemns
theutterdisregardtotheauthority of the Chair, complete abuse
of therulesof theHousepersistently, thereby wilfully obstructing the business of the House
through their unprecedented
acts of misconduct, contemptuous, unruly and violent behaviour and intentional attacks on
security personnel on the last

the conduct of some members
during the final two days of
the last turbulent session,” he
said, adding that he had tried
to reach out to leaders of various parties.
“Some of them made it
clear that their members
would not be a party to any
such inquiry. Some leaders,
however, expressed concern
over the way the functioning
of the House was derailed during the last session and condemned the unruly incidents,”
Naidu said.
“On my part, I was expecting and waiting for the leading
day of the 254th session”.
Responding to the suspension, 14 Opposition parties issued a joint statement which
was not signed by Trinamool
Congress, to whom two of the
suspended members belong.
“The motion moved by the
Government...isunprecedented
and violates the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of
Business of the Council of States
(Rajya Sabha),” it said.
Asked why his party was not
a signatory to the joint statement, Sukhendu Shekhar Roy of
Trinamool Congress said:
“Neither did they consult us before issuing the statement, nor
did we reach out to them.”
His colleague Dola Sen, who
was suspended earlier in
September 2020 for behaviour
during the passage of farm laws,
said the government will not be
able to “silence dissenting
voices”. “This is complete lawlessness,” she said.
Shanta Chhetri said: “While
we were protesting that day, I
felt unwell, and was rushed to
hospital... Even the motion to
suspend us was brought without any consultation. This is our
punishment for raising issues
that affect the masses, be it farm
Bills or Pegasus.”
Shiv Sena’s Priyanka
Chaturvedisaid:“Evencriminals
are allowed to give their versions… If speaking for the people is unruly... I am willing to do
it a thousand times over”.
WhileAkhileshPrasad Singh
of Congress called the suspension “unfortunate and undemocratic”, his party colleague Syed
Nasir Hussain said “the government is throttling the voices of
dissent in Parliament”.
Borasaid:“Thesuspensionis

lights of this august House to
take the lead in expressing
their outrage over what had
happened during the last session with assurances of introspection and spirited efforts to
prevent recurrence of such incidents. Such assurances by all
concerned would have helped
me in appropriately handling
the matter. But unfortunately,
it was not to be,” he said, referring to unruly scenes in the
House on August 11 during the
passage of the General
Insurance
Business
(Nationalisation) Amendment
Bill.
nothing but political vindictiveness.Itismurderof democracy...
They will have to pay a heavy
price for this in 2024,” he said.
Patelsaid:“If theyhadtosuspend us… they should have
done it in the last session. How
can you suspend an MP for
something which happened in
the previous session?”
Verma said: “Some of the
memberswhoclimbedontothe
table and tore files were not suspended…Theydidnotevengive
us a chance to speak.”
Viswam said: “If the government believes that such a suspension will deter us from continuing to raise people’s issues,
it is going to be disappointed.”
Kareem said the action has
no justification. “There is no
precedent or practice of taking
action against a member for
somethingwhichhadhappened
in the previous session.”

A question

External Affairs be pleased to
state A) Whether it is a fact that
a number of NRIs based outside
India were harassed at the airports and even sent back from
Airports; B) If so the details
thereof in the last threeyears; C)
Whether it is a fact that some of
them were asked to stop helpingfarmersagitationagainstthe
three farm laws by the authorities;D) if so thedetailsthereof?”
The questions were to be answered by the MEA on Monday,
the day the Farm Laws Repeal
Bill,2021,wastabledandpassed
by both the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha without a debate.
The sources said mails were
sent on November 23 to the divisions concerne in the MEA to
seek inputs on the provisionally
admitted questions including

In their latest book, Nehru: The Debates
that Defined India, Adeel Hussain and
Tripurdaman Singh look at four men who
debated the first PM and how the
exchanges shaped India as we know it

Venugopal’s by November 29.
Venugopal’squestions,however,
did not find mention in the tentative list of Finally Admitted
Questions (FAQs) cleared by the
ministry on November 26.
Venugopal told The Indian
Express,“Earliertheyusedtogive
a clear reason for dropping a
question but this time they only
conveyeditorally.Anotherquestion of mine on the Jallianwala
Bagh renovation was also
dropped.” Pointing out that it
wastherightof amembertoask
aquestion,hesaid,“Itisnot‘antinational’…Thisisaclearcutdictatorial way of functioning.”
Thetentativelistof questions
for December 2 included finally
admitted questions on the following topics: Easing traveling
restrictions; Augmenting relationships with Taiwan; Hindi as
one of the official languages in
the UN; India-Afghanistan relations; Reciprocal Vaccine
Certificate; Passport Seva
Kendra in rural and semi-urban
areas; Salary cuts and non-payment of wages from the countries abroad; Second India-New
Zealand Bilateral Cyber
Dialogue; Membership in
Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG);
Visits of foreign dignitaries and
Human rights violations against
Tamils in Sri Lanka.
Thefinaladmitted list forthe
Rajya Sabha cleared on Monday
for December 2 comprises all
questions approved in the tentative list except Venugopal’s
question, which was missing in
the tentative list too.
A questionnaire sent to the
MEA spokesperson remained
unanswered. When called, the
spokespersonattheRajyaSabha
Secretariatdeclinedacomment.
The admissibility of questions in Rajya Sabha is governed
by Rules 47-50 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of
Businessin theCouncilof States.
Ordinarily, once a question
which fulfils the conditions of
admissibility is received, it is
sent to the ministry concerned.
On receipt of the facts in responsetothereferencemade by
the Secretariat, the question is
further examined. Admitting or
disallowing questions is the sole
discretion of the Chairman. The
printed lists of questions, circulated to Ministers, are the final
lists on the basis of which
Ministries frame their answers.
A senior official, who did not
wish to be named, said, “The
question concerned has likely
beendisallowedasitisnotmentioned anywhere in the finally
admittedquestionsforitsscheduled date. There are many provisions under the Rajya Sabha
rules that can remove a question.” The Rajya Sabha lists 22
conditions of admissibility.
During themonsoon session
of Parliament, the government
had moved to disallow a question in Rajya Sabha which asked
if the government had entered
into a contract with Israeli cybersecurity firm NSO Group.
The government had then
said that “the ongoing issue of
Pegasus” was sub judice after
“several PILs have been filed in
the Supreme Court”. It had then
written to the Rajya Sabha
Secretariat seeking that the
“Provisionally
Admitted
Question” by CPI MP Binoy
Viswam scheduled to be answered on August 12, 2021, in
the Rajya Sabha, be not allowed.
The letter said, “It would be
noted that Part (a) to (c) of PAQ
seeks to know about the ongoing issue of Pegasus owned by
NSO Group. On this issue, several PILs have been filed in the
Supreme Court.”
Citing Rule 47 (xix) of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Council of States (Rajya
Sabha), dealing withadmissibility of questions, the letter said,
an admitted question “shall not
ask for information on matter
which is under adjudication by
acourtof lawhavingjurisdiction
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in any part of India”.

Dorsey quits

overseeing machine learning
and AI. Since joining Twitter
ten years ago, he has led efforts
on scaling Twitter Ads systems,
as well as re-accelerating user
growth by improving home
timeline relevance.
Prior to joining Twitter, he
was involved with research in
large-scale data management
with collaborators at Microsoft
Research, Yahoo! Research, and
AT&T Labs.
Agrawal holds a Ph.D. in
Computer Science from
Stanford University and a
Bachelor's Degree in Computer
Science and Engineering from
IIT-Bombay, from where he
graduated in 2005.
Agrawal joins a list of
Indian-American tech bosses,
which currently includes IBM
chairman and CEO Arvind
Krishna, Microsoft chairman
and CEO Satya Nadella, Google
and Alphabet CEO Sundar
Pichai and Adobe chairman,
president and CEO Shantanu
Narayen.
Lately, under Dorsey as CEO,
Twitter has been embroiled in
different controversies across
key markets, including India.
Just months after his visit to
India in November 2018,
Dorsey was summoned by a
31-member committee of
Parliamentarians to get his
views on “safeguarding citizens’ rights on social/ online
news media platforms”.
This year, Twitter had a runin with the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology after the microblogging platform did not
remove certain accounts
flagged by the government.
In May, following the issuance of the new rules for social media platforms, the Delhi
Police visited the company’s offices to serve a notice asking
top executives to join the probe
into a complaint by the
Congress against allegations
tweeted by BJP leaders of a
“toolkit” plot to malign the
Prime Minister and the
Government.
The social media giant had
termed the Delhi Police’s visit
as “intimidation tactics” — and
said it was concerned for its
employees in India, and by a
“potential threat” to free
speech of Twitter users.
On Monday, following the
news of Dorsey stepping down,
Twitter’s stock jumped more
than 10 per cent on the US exchanges at the opening bell.
The 45-year old co-founder of
Twitter has been allocating his
time to his other ventures including digital payments firm
Square, which he also cofounded. According to reports,
the board of Twitter had been
looking for a full-time CEO for
the social media company
since the past year.
Dorsey co-founded Twitter
in 2006, and served as CEO till
2008 before he was pushed out
of his role at the time. He returned to the company in the
executive role in 2015 after former CEO Dick Costolo resigned.
For Agrawal, the appointment has come at a time when
Twitter is aggressively pushing
for growth. Earlier this year, the
firm announced its aim to have
315 million monetisable daily
active users by the end of 2023
and to at least double its annual
revenue by then.
In an internal mail to
Dorsey and Twitter employees,
Agrawal wrote: “We recently
updated our strategy to hit ambitious goals, and I believe the
strategy to be bold and right.
But our critical challenge is
how we work to execute
against it and deliver results”.
He posted a copy of his mail
on Twitter.
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3 men arrested for hacking exam centre computers
Politics has taken
over public interest:
Delhi govt in HC
on ration scheme
New Delhi: TheDelhiPoliceCyber
Cell arrested three men who run
coaching centres in Delhi and
Ahmedabadforallegedlyhelping
hundreds of students cheat in
competitive exams.
Police said the trio used the
dark web to advertise their services,andwouldhacksystemsand

EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29
DEFENDINGITShomedelivery
of ration scheme, the Delhi
governmentarguedbeforethe
High Court that “politics has
takenoverpublicinterest”and
termed objections against it
“egotistic”. Terming it a progressive scheme, the governmentsaidtherewasnoexplicit
prohibitionagainstitunderthe
National Food Security Act.
“It would require a very
verystrangelegislationtosuggest that in this time... of
doorstep delivery of almost
anything and everything, be it
Amazonornon-Amazon,beit
food articles like Swiggy or
other deliveries, your lordship
is told that ration delivery to
the deserving and the entitled
should not be done by this
methodology,” argued senior
advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, who represents the
government, during the hearing of a petition challenging
the scheme.
Terming the petition filed
byDelhiSarkariRationDealers
Sangh a proxy litigation, the
government contended that
whileNFSAisacentralAct,the
sameispremisedupontheoperational work being handled
by the state government and
not the union.
“Yourlordshipshavetosee
through this. Ultimately politics has taken over public interest. ‘Don’t call it mukhya
mantri’ is the objection. You
(thoseobjecting)don’twanta
scheme which is both benefi-

changeanswersduringonlineexams. To ensure no one from the
test centre suspected them, they
used software to detect movement of all people inside using a
computer there, police said.
Senior police officers said the
accusedchargedRs1-2lakhfrom
eachcandidatetohelpthemclear

exams such as GMAT, GATE, CAT.
KPS Malhotra, DCP (Cyber
Cell), said, “Our team was surfing
the dark web when we came
across the gang. Two accused
workfromAhmedabad.Thethird
is a technical expert who works
from Shaheen Bagh. They helped
studentsappearingforcollegead-

missionsandjobsintheITsector.”
They had students register on
their platform. One person
would be assigned to check the
surroundings of the candidate
using a software and webcam
during the test. The other accused would solve the paper and
upload answers, police said. ENS

cial and will get support from
thepublic,”submittedSinghvi,
referring to the initial objectionof thecentralgovernment
againstthescheme’sname.He
also said “an overwhelming
percent of people” in Delhi
had opted for the scheme
through the ‘call system’.
However, the division
bench of Justice Vipin Sanghi
and Justice Jasmeet Singh observed that the question was
not of it being a better scheme
but whether it was covered
undertheNFSA.Itrecalledthat
the central government in its
argumentshadprincipallyopposed the ouster of fair price
shops (FPS) from the system.
“Even ASG did not say that
doorstep delivery cannot be
there, but what is being said is
thereisanarchitecture...What
areyouproposingtodo?Ifyou
are proposing to take grain
fromcentral government,give
it to tendered contractors for
cleaning and conversion, and
theywilldeliverittothebeneficiaries, which means the FPS
are nowhere,” said the court.
Singhvisubmittedthatone
FPSwouldbeineverycircle.“It
isfromthesecirclesthathome
delivery person picks up... not
bypasses,” he said. The argumentswillcontinueinthecase
on December 3.
On
November
22,
Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati had termed
fair price shops integral to the
architecture of the NFSA. On
Monday,Bhatisubmittedthey
were concerned with a “complete compliance of the mandate of NFSA” and not interested in any other thing.
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VACCINATIONS IN
LAST 24 HOURS

CORONAVIRUS
IN THE CAPITAL

BJP’s poster showing slum dwellers has curious
addition: Tamil author Perumal Murugan
ABHINAV RAJPUT

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29
APHOTOGRAPHof Tamilauthor
Perumal Murugan has inadvertently made it to the posters of a
campaign beingrunbytheDelhi
BJP for the capital’s slum
dwellers. Part of a campaign
called the Jhuggi Samman Yatra,
the poster — shared by the Delhi
BJPonitsTwitterhandleandalso
put up in parts of the city —
shows Murugan among a group
of people, ostensibly meant to
represent residents of slums.
When contacted about the
faux pas, BJP Delhi vice-president Rajan Tiwari said, “We will
check with the design team
about what happened.”
Murugan, when contacted,
told The Indian Express: “I myself
belong to slums, so I am delighted. I am happy to have featured along with them.”
The posters even made it to a
Delhi BJP event held in Patel

The poster (left) showing Murugan among a group of people, ostensibly meant to represent
residents of slums, also made it to a Delhi BJP event held in Patel Nagar on Monday. (Right)
The poster in the background as BJP president JP Nadda addresses the audience. Express
Nagar on Monday, addressed by
party president JP Nadda and
Delhi unit chief Adesh Gupta.
Murugan has authored 10
novels and several collections of
short stories and poems.

A BJP leader said that usually,
the design work for such posters
is either outsourced to a private
agency or is handled by the
party’s IT team, but it first has to
be approved by the party’s top

functionaries.“Asperprocedure,
an original photograph from a
previous BJP programme or rally
shouldhavebeenused,insteadof
suchaphotographwhosesource
is not known,” said the leader.

BJP Delhi president Gupta
and vice-president Ashok Goel,
who were coordinating the programme, did not respond to repeated attempts seeking a comment.
TheJhuggiSammanYatraisa
month-and-a-half-longoutreach
programme to be held in slums
of Delhi ahead of the MCD polls.
Nadda, while addressing
Monday’s event as part of the
initiative, said, “Only false propaganda was done in the name of
development in Delhi; blaming
others has become a habit of
Delhi government. If work was
not done, it was said that the
centralgovernmentdidnotdoit.
Whatever work Modi ji did, they
(the AAP government) campaigned by pasting their picture
on that work.”
“The Centre fought the fight
againstcoronaallovertheworld.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
fought this fight against corona
bytakingthegovernmentaswell
as the society along,” he said.

BRIEFLY

Noideawhere
circusanimals
are:HighCourt
rapsAnimal
WelfareBoard
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
Court Monday summoned Animal Welfare
Board of India’s Secretary
and pulled up the statutorybodyfornotcomplying with court directions
pertaining to the condition of captive animals,
which were in circuses
that shut down during
the pandemic. It directed
the AWBI to disclose
whereabouts of all performing animals kept
with such circuses, and
listed the case for hearing
on February 9. The division bench of Justices
VipinSanghiandJasmeet
Singh said it will not hesitate to initiate contempt
action against the officer
for not complying with
the order. “There is utter
non-compliance of our
directions,” it said. ENS

Kejriwalgives
Rs1crtokin
ofsanitation
workerwho
diedofCovid
New Delhi: CM Arvind
Kejriwal Monday handed
overachequeofRs1crore
tothehusbandofasanitation worker who died of
Covid in May. “Sunita ji
was a frontline warrior
working as a swachhata
karamchari with East
MCD... She was a courageouswomanwhoserved
thepeopleofDelhiduring
the toughest times. She
putherlifeonstaketoprotect us,” Kejriwal said, after he met her family and
handed over the cheque.
The Delhi government
has so far extended an
amountof Rs1croreto18
“corona warriors”. PTI

BACK TO SCHOOL
Delhi schools, which were shut briefly because of a rise in pollution levels, reopened on Monday. Gajendra Yadav

Schools reopen after pollution
break, construction ban still on
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

SC mulls independent
task force on pollution

THE BAN on entry of trucks carrying non-essentials into Delhi,
except electric trucks and those
thatrunonCNG,willcontinuetill
December 7, while the ban on
constructionanddemolitionwill
continuetillfurtherorders,asper
EnvironmentMinisterGopalRai.
The Supreme Court order issued last week had re-imposed
thebanonconstructionactivities
in the NCR until further orders.
Rai was speaking after a
meeting held with officials of
various departments Monday.
Schools, which were shut
briefly because of a rise in pollution levels, re-opened, and
employees of government offices who had been working
from home, returned to working from offices Monday.
After three consecutive days
of AQI in the ‘severe’ category,
the air quality was in the ‘very
poor’ category Monday, with an

The Supreme Court Monday
asked states in the NCR and
Punjab to appraise it about the
implementation of various directions given by it and the
Commission for Air Quality
Managementforcurbingairpollution and said that it might set
up an independent task force to
ensure the implementation of
the directions.
A three-judge bench headed
by Chief Justice of India N V
Ramanasaidthatwhiletheintentions of the central authorities in
issuing various directions to the
states may be good, their implementation has been “zero”.
“Wewillaskstateswhatthey
havedonetoimplement...If they
don’t(implement),wewillcreate
an independent task force ourselves”, the CJI said as Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta took the
court through the directions issued by the Commission from
time to time.

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

The ban on construction and
demolition will continue till
further orders. Gajendra Yadav
AQI of 389, as per the Central
Pollution Control Board bulletin. The SAFAR forecast attributes the marginal improvement to local winds that are
possibly increasing dispersion
of pollutants on Monday and
Tuesday. Wind speed is likely
to fall again on December 1, and
AQI could deteriorate slightly,
the forecast indicates.

Delhi govt
releases EV
charging norms
for corporates
New Delhi: The Dialogue and
Development Commission of
Delhi (DDC) launched a guidebook for EV Charging in workplaces for corporates, Monday.
DDC
vice-chairperson
Jasmine Shah said research suggested that 90% of EVs are
charged at home or workplace.
“This guidebook details the
processes involved for effective
decision-making to install
workplacechargingandisaimed
at making corporates an integral
partoftheEVmovement,”hesaid.
Delhiatpresenthas380public EV charging points and this
will be increased to 500 points
in the next six months.
“Tobuildcharginginfrastructure at mass scale, we are also
subsidising private installation
of chargers. The private sector
showed great interest and we
heard their concerns regarding
planningandimplementationof
EV charging stations at workplaces...,” Shah said. ENS
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DDMA MEETING ON NEW VARIANT

Covid action plan: test,
track and treat; ensure
hospitals are ready
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

THEDELHIDisasterManagement
Authority has asked the state
health department to make sure
there are enough hospital beds,
medicines, and medical oxygen
in the city to battle a possible
spike in Covid cases.
In a meeting held Monday to
discussinterventionsandactions
tobetakeninviewoftheOmicron
variant being detected in several
countries, chaired by L-G Anil
Baijal,itwasdecidedtosticktothe
test,track,treatstrategyearnestly,
and to follow-up with internationalpassengerswhohavetobe
placed under home isolation.
TheDelhihealthdepartment
has also designated Lok Nayak
Hospitalasthe dedicated facility
to treat patients testing positive
for the new Covid variant. The
hospital has been asked to earmark wards for isolating and
treating such patients.
At present, Delhi has 8,968
hospital beds reserved for Covid
patients. Of these, 128 are occupied.Ithasanother3,871bedsin
Covid care facilities and 140 in
Covid health care institutions.
Out of these, only one bed is occupiedinaCovidcarefacility.Out
of the285activecasesinthecity,
122 are under home isolation.
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, health minister
SatyendarJain,revenueminister
Kailash Gahlot, NITI Aayog
member Dr VK Paul, Dr SK Singh
from NCDC, Dr Randeep Guleria
from AIIMS, Dr S Panda from
ICMRwereamongthosewhoat-

Experts also said the speed of vaccination needed to be
increased. Amit Mehra
tended the meeting.
“The new variant was discussed during the meeting.
There is uncertainty across the
globe about its impact. In the
meeting,scientistsdiscussedthe
information we have about the
variant at present... We are on
alert in any case. The plan created during the deadly second
wave will be brought into action
if cases increase. Our facilities at
Ramlila Maidan and Dilshad
Garden can be operationalised,
if need be,” Sisodia said.
In the meeting, sources said,
the spike in cases in countries
where the variant has been detected so far was discussed.
“Preliminary evidence” that the
variant poses an“increased risk”
of reinfectionwasalsodiscussed.
“Caseshavebeenrisingacross
several western countries. These
trends were also discussed. The
protocolforinternationalpassengers who enter India, especially
fromcountrieswherethevariant
has been detected, will be the
sameasthatissuedbytheCentre.

Tracking,testing,andisolatingbecomes very important in this
case. The Delhi government
wantedtheCentretobanincoming flights from countries at risk
butthereseemstobenodecision
on that yet,” said an official who
did not want to be named.
All passengers who come
from high-risk countries will
have to undergo RT-PCR tests at
theairport.Thesamplesof those
who test positive will be sent for
genome sequencing.
Experts, meanwhile, said the
speed of vaccination needed to
be increased to make sure as
many people as possible have
got at least one dose within the
coming few weeks. At present,
1.37 crore people have got at
least one shot. Of these, 87 lakh
have got both shots. The total
population that is eligible for a
vaccine is an estimated 1.5 crore.
However, many people from
NCR towns also got vaccinated
in the city. On Sunday, over
28,000 people got vaccine shots.
(with PTI inputs)

Why no action if police knew of
riots plan beforehand, asks Umar
ANAND MOHAN J

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29
FORMER JNU student Umar
Khalid,throughhislawyer,asked
aDelhicourtMondaywhypolice
allowedtheNortheastDelhiriots
to take place when a protected
witnesswassupposedlyintouch
with the local SHO, informing
him about the planning.
Senior advocate Trideep Pais
was arguing for bail on behalf of
Umar before Additional Sessions
Judge Amitabh Rawat. However,
his arguments could not be concluded and will continue on
December 9.
During Monday’s hearing,
Pais submitted that a witnesses
in the UAPA case had made improved statements to the
Magistrate and that they were
“cherrypicked”bypolicearound
Umar’s arrest.
Referring to the statement of
a protected witness, who
claimedhewasintouchwiththe
localSHO,Paistoldthecourt,“He
says he is regularly in touch with
SHO (Seelampur) who asks him
to keep him updated. If you are
in touch with SHO, then why did
you not ensure that nothing
wenton?Whathappened?They
are such adarsh citizens... they

Umar Khalid
say such noble thoughts and are
in touch with the police... isn’t it
apparent that these witnesses
were procured?”
Pais said this witness met the
SHO sometime in January 2020
and that the officer knew everything beforehand. “Sometime in
January,I(witness)methim,then
hecalledmeandaskedmetotell
him everything. So Seelampur
SHO knew everything. How did
wehaveriotsinthecity?Thisbrilliant intelligence that he had
aboutthisandhedidnotregister
an FIR,” Pais submitted.
Paisapprisedthecourtabout
the protected witnesses’ statements which talk about a ‘secret
meeting’attendedbytheriotaccused, in which the planning for
the riots allegedly took place.

Referringtoonesuchstatement,
hetoldthecourtthatthewitness,
aftermakinghisstatementtothe
police, “miraculously remembered the meeting after seven
days” in his statement to the
Magistrate.
On allegations that women
andchildrenwereropedinbythe
accused as a cover for their
protests, Pais told the court,
“Advocacy against a law is not a
crime.Itisnotindoubtthatwhen
theCAAkicksinandNRCstarts,a
personwithoutdocumentsisput
in detention... Is there a single
woman and child who comes
forth and says we were cannon
fodder?” Pais submitted.
He then read out the statement of a witness who told a
Magistrate that Umar gave a
speech where words like chakka
jam and “blood must be spilled”
were used.
“He doesn’t claim to be presentatthemeetingbutgivesgranular details of the meeting. He
doesn’tcallitasecretmeeting,but
chargesheetcallsitasecretmeeting.Videosandphotosareouton
Facebook.Howcanasecretmeeting have selfies posted on
Facebook?Certainly,itisnotasecret.Thismustmeantheprotesters are dumb or the police does
notknowthem,”Paissubmitted.

PART OF REFURBISHMENT PLAN

Charging sockets, CCTVs, LCD maps — 70 old Metro trains to get upgrade

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

CHARGINGSOCKETS,CCTVcameras, fire detection systems, and
dynamic route maps on LCD
screens are part of Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation’s ‘refurbishment’of thefirstof 70trainsthat
were inducted as part of Phase I
of theDelhiMetrofrom2002onwards. These trains have been
showing signs of wear and tear.
While the newer trains came
with these facilities, the older
ones had to be retrofitted to include these in a ‘mid-life’ refurbishment exercise, according to
DMRC officials. The first such re-

furbishedtrain,onefromtheBlue
LinethatconnectsDwarkaSector
21withNoidaElectronicCityand
Vaishali, was unveiled at the
Yamuna Bank Depot on Monday
andislikelytoberolledoutsoon.
Inadditiontomobileandlaptopchargingsockets,CCTVsanda
firedetectionsystem,workdone
on the first train includes repairingthefloorsthathaddeveloped
cracks and undulations, a fresh
coat of paint to fix scratches and
dents, and upgraded electrical
panels.Theoldertrainshadroute
mapsonstickers,andhalfofthese
are being converted to LCD
screens with dynamic maps.
The average lifespan of the
trainsisaround30years,accord-

The first such refurbished train, one from the Blue Line, was unveiled at the Yamuna Bank Depot on Monday and is likely to
be rolled out soon. Praveen Khanna

ing to DMRC officials, and those
thatwerepressedintoservicebetween 2002 and 2007, under
Phase 1, have completed over 14
years on the tracks.
A contract has been awarded
for refurbishment of 10 trains, at
acostof aroundRs40to45crore,
and work on these is likely to be
completed by September next
year. Work on seven of these
trainswillbedoneattheYamuna
Bank Metro Depot, which is the
depotfortheBlueLine,whilethe
remainingthreetrainswillberefurbished at the Shastri Park
MetroDepotthatfunctionsasthe
depot for the Red Line.
A tender has been floated for
the remaining 60 trains that are

New Delhi

to be spruced up. These are the
trains that operate on the Red,
Blue and Yellow Lines.
Although inspections and
cleaning of the interiors and
equipment are carried out periodically, this is the first such ‘refurbishment’,DMRCofficialssaid.
The first train took around two
months to refurbish, and the remaining trains are likely to take
aroundamonthofworkpertrain.
DMRChasafleetof355trains.
They cover around 400-600 km
per day, in around 16 to 18 hours
of service. The refurbishment is
meanttobringtotheoldertrains
the look and systems that are in
newer coaches introduced in
DMRC’smorerecentexpansions.
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Winter Session

From The Gallery
FROM THE CHAIR
RAJYA SABHA

“On my part, I was
expecting and waiting
for the leading lights of
this august House to
take lead in expressing
their outrage over what
had happened during
the last session... But
unfortunately, it was
not to be.”
M VENKAIAH NAIDU, Chairman in

his opening remarks

LOK SABHA

“Today is the first day.
Everyone has high
expectations from this
session... Please do not
come to the well of the
House…”
RAJENDRA AGRAWAL, in the Chair,
to Opposition members before he
adjourned the House till Tuesday

5 QUESTIONS
KODIKUNNIL SURESH, CONGRESS
CHIEF WHIP IN LOK SABHA, TELLS
LIZ MATHEW WHY HIS PARTY DID NOT
WANT TO BE IN THE WELL OF THE
HOUSE WHEN THE FARM LAWS REPEAL
BILL WAS TAKEN UP
Congress MPs returned to their
seats when the Farm Laws Repeal
Bill was taken up while some
other opposition members were
still in the well.
Yes. It was the party's decision not to
disrupt during the passage of the
Bill. But we wanted to discuss a
number of issues related to the farm
Bills... We had decided to raise the
Lakhimpur Kheri incident also. But
we did not want to be in the well of
the House when the Bill was tabled,
otherwise BJP would have accused
the Congress of disrupting the
repealing process.

Inspeeches,PMcalledfor‘qualitydebates’;inHouse,
Govtpushed15Billsinunder10minslastsession

MANOJ C G

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29
NINE MINUTES in Rajya Sabha and three
minutes in Lok Sabha: that’s how long the
Farm Laws Repeal Bill, 2021, took to be
passed Monday — without any discussion.
Just a few hours before the Bill was
passed, Prime Minister Narendra Modi asserted that the government was willing to
discuss all issues with an “open mind” and
ready to answer all questions — a statement
hehasoftenrepeated,advocatingdebateand
discussions in Parliament.
“Victory teaches us many things and we
should learn also. Victory teaches us to be
humble. I give my trust to this Parliament, I
believe that the seniors here, from whatever
group they may be, with their blessings, we
willgetthatstrengthwhichwillsaveusfrom
arrogance. It will teach us every moment to
be humble. Whatever be the number here,
but I will not move forward without you. We
should not move on the basis of numbers.
We should move on the basis of the power
of collective approach (samoohikta). We
wanttomoveforwardwiththefeelingof collective approach,” Modi said in his maiden
speech in Lok Sabha on June 11, 2014.
Just a few days ago, addressing the inaugural session of the 82nd All India Presiding
Officers’ Conference on November 17, Modi
said“meaningfuldiscussionsintheHouseare
veryimportant”.“Howtoaddvaluetodebates
and how to set new standards for quality debates? Can we think of setting aside time for
quality debate? Such a debate in which there
is dignity and seriousness and there is no politicalslander.Inaway,itshouldbethehealthiest time of the legislature. I’m not asking for
everyday. It can be two hours, half-a-day or a
day sometimes. Can we try something like
this? It should be a healthy day, healthy debate and quality debate, a debate that does
value addition and which is absolutely free
from everyday politics,” he had said.

Opposition leaders stage a protest in Rajya Sabha on Monday. RSTV/PTI
On September 15, speaking at the launch
of Sansad TV, he said his experience was that
“content is connect”. “When you have better content, people automatically engage
with you. As much as this applies to the media, it is equally applicable to our parliamentary system. Because there is not only politicsinParliament,thereisalsopolicymaking.
When Parliament is in session, debates are
heldondiversesubjects,andthereissomuch
for the youth to learn. When our honorable
members also know that the country is
watching them, they also get inspiration for
better conduct, better debates inside the
Parliament. This also increases the productivity of Parliament, and public interest
works also become popular,” he said.
In2019,speakinginRajyaSabha,Modihad
askedmemberstodrawadistinctionbetween
“checkingandclogging”legislation.“Inaway,
many of our dignitaries say this again and
again,thattheHouseshouldbefordiscussion,
dialogue and debate. There can be debates in
loudvoices;thereisnoharminit.However,it
is necessary that we choose the path of dia-

logue instead of interruptions,” he said.
OnMonday,he said:“Thissessionshould
be rich in ideas and positive debates, should
havefar-reachingimpact...Parliamentshould
be judged on how it functions and its significant contributions, rather than who disrupted Parliament forcefully. This cannot be
the benchmark. The benchmark would be
how many hours Parliament worked and
howmuchpositive work was done. The governmentiswillingtodiscusseveryissuewith
an open mind. The government is ready to
answer every question. And we would like
that there should be questions in Parliament
and peace should also prevail.”
The passage of the farm laws in the
MonsoonSessionof 2020wasmarredbydisruptions, with the Opposition in Rajya Sabha
alleging their demand for a division of votes
wasignored.Buttherewasadebatethen.Lok
Sabha discussed the farm Bills on September
17,2020,fortwohoursand48minutes;three
days later, the Rajya Sabha discussed the Bills
for two hours and eight minutes. While 44
membersparticipatedinthediscussioninLok

The Opposition was not together
and TMC MPs were still protesting...
ButtheTMCalsomadethesame
demandintheBAC.TMC'sKalyan
Banerjeestoodforitveryaggressively
intheSpeaker'smeeting.
Do you think there will be unity
among the Opposition in the
Winter Session?
The Congress is trying to talk to
other party leaders also to put up a
united opposition against the
government.... There are many
issues... we can be on the same
board in the coming days.

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29
JUSTIFYINGTHEsuspensionof 12Opposition
members from Rajya Sabha on the first day
of the Winter Session, government sources
said the Opposition leaders could have presentedtheirsideof thestoryhadtheyagreed
to be part of a committee to look into the
events of August 11.
They also argued that since the events
happenedonthelastdayof theprevioussession, Monday was the first opportunity for
the government to bring in a motion to suspendthem. Sources also said shouldthesuspendedmembersapologisefortheiractions,
the government might reconsider its stand.
Government sources pointed out that
soon after the end of the previous session,
Union minister Piyush Goyal had written to
Vice-President and Rajya Sabha Chairman
VenkaiahNaiducomplainingagainstthecon-

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

MINUTES BEFORE the start of the Winter
Session, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday said the government was ready to
discuss all issues and answer all questions in
the House.
Calling on lawmakers to maintain the
dignityof theHouse,Moditoldreportersoutside Parliament in Delhi that the benchmark
for success should be based on discussions,
and not disruptions. “Our government is
ready to answer all questions during the
Winter Session of the Parliament. It is also
ready to answer all questions... We should
debate in the Parliament, and maintain the
decorum of the proceedings,” he said.
Modi also reminded the MPs that they
are in Parliament to fulfill the dreams of the
crores of people in the country.
PointingoutthatParliamenthasrenewed
its pledge to protect the spirit of the
Constitutionlastweek,Modisaid:“Everyone
in the country would hope that the spirit of
the Azadi ki Amrit Mahotsav will be maintained. And that the House shoulddebate on
the issues of national interest, explore new
ways for development and make constructive decisions that would have far-reaching
impact.”
The Prime Minister also urged people to
be alert about Omicron, the new variant of
Covid-19 that has triggered fears over another potential wave of infections across the
world.

‘Shameless’: Opp mounts attack on Govt
Govt-Opp
consensus on
repeal: Tomar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

Congress president Sonia Gandhi, senior party leader Rahul Gandhi and other Opposition leaders protest at Parliament
House on Monday; (right) Agriculture Minister Narendra Tomar. Anil Sharma

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

THE OPPOSITION parties criticised the governmentforstonewallingtheirdemandfora
discussionontheFarmLawsRepealBill,2021,
whichwaspassedbyParliamentonMonday.
While the Congress said the government
was “terrified” of having a discussion, the
CPI(M) called it a “murder of India’s parliamentary democracy”, the Trinamool
Congress called it “shameless”, and the RJD
said it was “undemocratic”.
Speaking to reporters, senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi said the Congress had
predicted that the government would have
to take back the farm laws asit knewthat the
“might of three-four large crony capitalists
cannot stand against the might of farmers
and labourers”.
“WhatisunfortunateishowtheBillshave

been repealed without any discussion, without any conversation. We wanted to have a
conversation about the forces behind these
Bills, because these Bills don’t just reflect the
view of the Prime Minister, they reflect the
powerbehindthePrimeMinister,thepowerof
people and forces behind the Prime Minister,
andthatiswhatwewantedtodiscuss,”hesaid.
On the BJP’s argument that there was no
needforadiscussionsincethefarmBillswere
being repealed, he said: “Then what is the
need for Parliament. Shut it down. Then the
Prime Minister can say whatever he wants
and enact whatever laws he wants to enact.”
CPI(M)generalsecretarySitaramYechury
saidwhilethePrimeMinistersermoniseson
debates in Parliament, no discussion was allowed in both Houses. “It is a murder of
India’s parliamentary democracy,” he said.
“ModiI(2014-19):Repealing&Amending
Bill 2017 was one instance. Six MPs participated in the discussion. A fig leaf of democ-

racythen.Someshame.ModiII(2019-today):
#FarmLaws Repeal Bill 2021 taken up and
passed.Nodebateallowed.Notevenafigleaf
of democracy. Shameless,” tweeted TMC
Rajya Sabha floor leader Derek O’Brien.
BSPchiefMayawatisaidthepassageofthe
Bill was a “real victory of democracy” but
questioned the government’s “silence” over
the demand for a legal guarantee for minimum support price.
“People cannot forget the manner in
which farm laws were passed and they
would always remember the ‘undemocratic’ style in which farm laws were repealed...
the only consistent feature of this regime is
to decimate democratic processes and procedure 24X7. Yet this ‘phase’ too shall pass,”
said senior RJD leader Manoj Jha.
“Passed without discussion; repealed
without discussion. A new model of democracy for a new India,” National Conference
leader Omar Abdullah tweeted.

WITH THE Opposition accusing the government of not allowing a discussion on the
Farm Laws Repeal Bill, 2021, Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar
said on Monday that there was “consensus”
on the issue. He also said a discussion on the
Bill could have started in Lok Sabha but
protests by Opposition parties ruled it out.
Tomar said the government had enacted
thethreefarmlawsforthebenefitof farmers.
“The government had held discussions with
the protesting farm unions, but we are sorry
that we could not succeed in explaining the
benefits of the farm laws,” he said.
Tomar said the Opposition wanted the
laws repealed, and when the government
agreed to it, there was consensus.
In Lok Sabha, Speaker Om Birla repeatedly requested Opposition members to return to their seats so that a discussion could
take place, said Tomar. If there was a discussion, the government would certainly have
responded, he said.
TomarsaidPrimeMinisterNarendraModi
had kept his word as the Bill was passed on
thefirstdayof theWinterSession.Hesaidthe
Centre had tried to take forward the agriculturesectorthroughseveralschemesoverthe
last seven years.
He said the government has implemented the MSP as per the Swaminathan
Committee’s recommendations, and MSPbased procurement has almost doubled as
compared to 2014.

MPs’ suspension: Opp didn’t present its side, believes govt
KRISHN KAUSHIK

Govt ready to
discuss all
issues, answer
all questions: PM

NO DEBATE ON FARM LAWS REPEAL BILL, 2021

Did the party make the demand
for a debate earlier?
The Congress, TMC and DMK
together demanded a discussion
after the Bill was introduced. We
made our case in the Business
Advisory Committee (BAC) meeting.
But the government rejected your
demand...
The government knew that it would
be exposed if we discussed the
issues. We were all prepared for the
discussions. But last evening they
said they would not allow a debate.
It would have been on defensive if
the debate took place.

Sabha, 32 members took part in Rajya Sabha.
The BJP government has often faced criticismforrushingBills.Thelastsessionsaw15
Bills—14inLokSabhaandoneinRajyaSabha
— being passed in less than 10 minutes, and
26 Bills in less than half-an-hour. In its second term, over six Parliament sessions, the
Modi government has passed 42 Bills in less
thanhalf-an-hour,and19inlessthan10minutes, according to PRS Legislative Research
data.Whilemanyof theBillswereordinaryin
nature, some deserved serious discussion.
For instance, the 14 Bills passed in less
than10minutesinLokSabhaintheMonsoon
Session included the General Insurance
Business (Nationalisation) Amendment Bill
(discussedfor8minutes),TheInsolvencyand
Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill (5 minutes),TheTribunalsReformsBill(9minutes),
and The Taxation Laws (Amendment) Bill (6
minutes). The Opposition wanted the general insurance Bill to be referred to a standing committee; in Rajya Sabha, the Bill was
passed in 22 minutes.
According to the PRS data, the Monsoon
Sessionperhapsholdstheworstrecordwhen
it comes to Bills being rushed through in
Parliament. The other Bills passed in under
10 minutes were: The National Institutes of
Food Technology, Entrepreneurship and
ManagementBill,TheInlandVesselsBill,The
Coconut Development Board (Amendment)
Bill, The Limited Liability Partnership
(Amendment)Bill,TheDepositInsuranceand
CreditGuaranteeCorporation(Amendment)
Bill, The Commission for Air Quality
Management in National Capital Region and
Adjoining Areas Bill, The Constitution
(Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment)Bill,
The Central Universities (Amendment) Bill,
TheNationalCommissionforHomoeopathy
(Amendment) Bill and The National
Commission for Indian System of Medicine
(Amendment) Bill.
In Rajya Sabha, the Coconut
Development Board (Amendment) Bill was
passed in less than 10 minutes.

duct of 20 MPs in the House, and seeking a
specialdisciplinarycommitteetodecide“exemplary disciplinary action” against them
and formulate a code of conduct. However, a
senior government source said, “many
Opposition parties refused to be a part of it”
even after the Chairman requested them. “If
such a committee would have been formed,
eachpartycouldhavehadachancetoexplain
their position and raise their concerns.”
The source admitted that there was “no
precedentof suchaction(of suspension)after
a session”, but added, “there is also no precedenttosuchunrulyandobnoxiousbehaviour”.
The source also called what happened in
the Monsoon Session “a planned attack” to
ensure that the House did not run, and said
the MPs concerned had not just obstructed
Prime Minister Narendra Modi but also others from speaking.
Referring to Naidu “breaking down” on
August 11 morning, the source mentioned
that“theChairman’straumawasliterallythe

last straw and action had to be initiated at
thefirstavailableopportunity,whichwasthe
opening day of the Winter Session.”
Claims that disruptions happened when
Arun Jaitley and Sushma Swaraj led the
Opposition were lies, the source said. “The
BJP never used force or resorted to violence
or impinged on the privileges of other MPs.”
On Monday morning, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi wrote a threepagelettertoNaidutobeallowedtobringthe
motion to suspend the 12 Opposition MPs,
highlighting several instances of alleged unruly behaviour on part of several members.
Mentioning the events of August 11, he
alleged that the CPM’s Elamaram Kareem
“physically assaulted and tried to asphyxiate
amarshalonDuty”andtheCongress’sPhulo
Devi Netam and Chhaya Verma “pulled,
draggedandassaultedafemalemarshal”.He
called these instances “unfathomable and
nothing short of sacrilege”, and said these
“demand exemplary remedy”.

Monsoon Session: Govt push to
pass Bill led to chaos in Rajya Sabha
NewDelhi:OnAugust11—whichwasnot
supposed to be the last day of the
Monsoon Session — the government’s
pushtopasstheGeneralInsurance
Business
(Nationalisation)
Amendment Bill, 2021 at around
6pmledtochaoticscenesinRajya
Sabha. The House was adjourned
sine die later that day.
The government intended to
amend the General Insurance Business
(Nationalisation) Act, 1972, allowing it to
reduce its stake in insurance companies
— a Bill passed by Lok Sabha on August 2.
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
introducedtheBillwithoutmakinganyre-

marks.Therewerefouramendmentslisted
— by CPI’s Binoy Viswam, CPI(M)’s
Elamaram Kareem, TMC’s Derek O’Brien
andDMK’sTiruchiSiva—torefertheBilltoaSelectCommittee
of Rajya Sabha. Only Siva was
able to move his amendment.
The Bill was passed by a
voice vote, and the proposed
amendment to send it to a selectcommitteewasnegated.AsOpposition
membersstormedintothewell,additional
marshalswerecalledin.WhentheprotestorstriedtomaketheirwaytotheTableof
House, there was some jostling between
them and the marshals.
ENS

New Delhi

BKU leader Rakesh Tikait at Ghazipur
border after the Bill to repeal the three
farm laws was passed. PTI

Repeal of farm
laws: Punjab
unions hail
‘historic day’
RAAKHI JAGGA

LUDHIANA, NOVEMBER 29
AS PARLIAMENT approved the repeal of the
three farm laws on Monday, the 32 farmer
unionsof Punjabcalledit“ahistoricday”and
declared “victory of themost peacefulstruggle”, but added that the Centre has time till
Tuesday to reply on its other demands, including legal guarantee for MSP. They also
said an emergency meeting of the Samyukt
Kisan Morcha (SKM) on December 1 will decide their future course of action.
“This is a victory for us and a historic day.
We want withdrawal of cases against the
farmers. We want a committee to be formed
on the legal guarantee of minimum support
price for crops. The Centre has time till tomorrow (Tuesday) to reply to our demands.
We have called an emergency meeting on
Wednesday to discuss the future course of
action,” the SKM said in a statement.
TheSKMsaidimportantdemandsarestill
pending. “History was made when the antifarmer laws got repealed. However, the developmentwasmarredbythe fact thatthere
was no debate allowed on the Bill tabled to
repeal the three laws,” it said.
Buta Singh Burjgill, president BKU
(Dakaunda), said, “We have won this agitation. It is time to celebrate now. People used
to say that Modi hai toh mumkin hai, but no
one is above people’s power.”
Sourceshintedthatif thegovernmentexpressed its intention or gave guarantee to
consider the farmers’ remaining demands,
the agitation at Delhi’s borders might be
called off.
Harmeet Singh Kadian, president BKU
(Kadian),talkingtoTheIndianExpress,termed
theyear-longagitationas“thebiggestandolan
(movement)” after Independence. “It is our
victory,butadecisiveannouncementwillbe
made at the SKM meeting,” he said. “Our
other demands — repeal of Electricity
Amendment Bill 2020, cancellation of FIRs
against protesters, and suspension of Ajay
Mishra from Union Cabinet — are pending.
The most important demand is MSP...”
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Omar: Detentions after Aug 5
a conspiracy to wipe out NC
ARUN SHARMA

Azamgarh: Govt PRAYAGRAJ KILLINGS
official, wife
found dead with
their throats slit

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 29

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NATIONAL CONFERENCE (NC)
vice-president and former J&K
chief minister Omar Abdullah on
Monday said that senior leaders
of his party, including president
Farooq Abdullah and himself,
were detained after August 5,
2019, “as part of a conspiracy to
wipe out the NC”.
Addressing a public rally in
Kishtwar, he added that the government had invoked the stringent Public Safety Act (PSA)
against him while he was in detention“onthechargethathepersuaded people to cast their votes
anddefeatPakistan’spollboycott
conspiracy”.
In February 2020, after Omar
had spent six months in preventivedetention,hewasbookedunder the provisions of PSA along
with former chief minister
MehboobaMufti.ThePSAdossier
prepared by the police on
Abdullahsaid:“thecapacityofthe
subjecttoinfluencepeopleforany

A 55-YEAR-OLD Dalit government official and his wife were
founddeadwiththeirthroatsslit
in their house at Tithaupur village in Azamgarh district on
Monday morning, police said.
AzamgarhSuperintendentof
Police Anurag Arya said some
unidentified miscreants had
barged into the couple’s home
late Sunday night and killed
them by slashing their throats
withasharp-edgedweaponand
left, Arya said. The police came
to know of the double murder
after being informed by the victims’ neighbours, he said.
Reacting over the murder of
the Dalit couple, BSP president
Mayawati said the government
must check the recurrence of
such incidents and “stop such
atrocities on Dalits”. She was referring to the murder of four
members of a Scheduled Caste
family in Prayagraj.

LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 29

Omar Abdullah at a rally in Kishtwar, Jammu. PTI
causecanbegaugedfromthefact
that he was able to convince his
electoratetocomeoutandvotein
huge numbers even during the
peak of militancy and poll boycotts.” “Despite the fact that the
subject has been a mainstream
politician, he has been planning
his activities against the Union of
India under the guise of politics.
And while enjoying the support
of gullible masses, he has been
successfulinexecutionofsuchactivities,” it added.
Hesaidthatthepurposeofde-

tainingNC leaderswasnotonlyto
stop them from meeting people,
but“theywantedtofinishourorganisation during the period we
remain under detention’’.
HeslammedtheCongressfor
notsupportingthedemandtorestorestatehoodandspecialstatus.
Referring to Ghulam Nabi Azad’s
statementlimitinghisdemandto
restoration of statehood and not
the special status, he said “even
parties whom we expected to
speak out in support of our demand have been silent”.

Dalit youth sent to custody as
upper caste members released
ASAD REHMAN

PRAYAGRAJ, NOVEMBER 29
WHILE THE eight upper caste
members held for the murder of
four of a Dalit family in Prayagraj
district were released Monday,
police have detained three Dalit
youths. While one of them was
sent to judicial custody on
Monday, police sources said that
thetwootherswouldbereleased
soon.
Policeofficersdidnotconfirm
theevidencetheyhadagainstthe
Dalit youth whom they now suspect of the crime, including rape,
oranyproofregardingallegedaccomplices. Thebodiesofthefour,
including a couple and their children,hadbeenfoundonThursday
at their home. Their relatives had
accused 11 people of threatening
the family, and police of helping
them. An FIR naming the 11 was
registered on Thursday, and po-

lice held eight upper caste members. Two police personnel were
suspendedafterPriyankaGandhi
Vadra visited the family and the
Yogi Adityanath government
faced heat, with the Opposition
accusing it of being “anti-Dalit”.
The Dalit youth's family said
hehadbeendetainedbypoliceon
Saturdayevening.OnMonday,the
19-year-old, who works as a
labourer, was presented in court
and sent to judicial custody. Two
other youths from the 19-yearold'svillage,locatedaround2km
fromthemurderedDalitfamily’s,
were picked up along with him.
On Monday, their family membersgatheredoutsidethelocalpolice station asking when the two
would be released.
An officer told The Indian
Express that the two, 17 and 20,
would be released soon as they
had not found any evidence.
In a statement Sunday, ADG,
Prayagrajzone,PremPrakashhad

claimed that the 19-year-old was
stalking the girl who was raped
and killed. “He was harassing the
girl... On the basis of the last messageandcircumstantialevidence,
he was arrested.”
However,onMonday,asenior
officer who is part of the probe
told The Indian Express: “We have
nothadenoughtimewiththeaccused as we have to oversee law
and order too... We are awaiting
forensic and DNA reports.”
Pressedontheevidencesofar,the
officersaid,“Itispartoftheinvestigation, I can’t reveal anything.”
On Monday, neither Prakash
nor Prayagraj DIG Sarvashresht
Tripathi could be reached for a
comment.Tripathiwas“onleave”.
Therelativesofthemurdered
Dalit family said police were trying to protect the upper caste accused.“Howcanoneboy(the19year-old) kill four people on his
own?Andifotherswereinvolved,
where are they, who are they?...

New Delhi

And if the boy had an issue with
my niece, he would have killed
her,whytheotherthree?”saidthe
brother of the man who was
killed. While his niece who was
raped and killed was earlier said
to be a minor, police say they had
found proof she was 23.
Theeldersisterofthe19-yearoldheldbypolicesaidhewasbeing targeted “because he is Dalit
and poor”. Contesting police
claimsofhimstalkingthewoman,
shesaid:“Hewasathometheday
themurderstookplace...Heisbeing made a scapegoat as police
want to save the upper caste
men,” she said.
Themotherofthe17-year-old
Dalit youth detained by police
said: “My son cannot do something like this.”
Therelativesof themurdered
Dalitfamilysaidtheyareworried
fortheirsafetyafterthereleaseof
the upper caste members. “They
will come back for revenge.”
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SC-appointedpanelseeksdevices
ofpetitionersfortechnicalchecks
AASHISH ARYAN

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

Credit: Twitter/@ShashiTharoor

SELF-IE GOAL

UNDERFIREforaselfie(above)withsixwomenMPs,whichhe
postedwiththecaption“whosaystheLokSabhaisn’tanattractive place to work?”, Congress leader Shashi Tharoor received
supportfromTMCMPMahuaMoitraonMonday.Whilemany,
including Supreme Court advocate Karuna Nundy, pointed out
thatTharoor’scaptionattemptsto“reduceelectedpoliticalleader
to their looks”, Moitra tweeted that the criticism seeks to “detract attention from this non-attractive government’s decision
tonotallowadiscussiononthefarmActrepeal.”Tharoorthanked
Moitraforshowing“solidarity”,inarareshowofcamaraderieat
a time when ties between their parties are strained.

ACTION, REACTION

IT IS a race for the Opposition space. On Monday, minutes after Congress MPs including Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi
staged a protest in the Parliament complex, a senior TMC
leader received a call, reportedly from Kolkata, asking him
why TMC MPs were not holding a demonstration. The TMC
had made it clear last week that it was not interested in joining hands with the Congress in Parliament. The TMC leader
immediately called some of the party’s MPs and staged a
demonstration at the same venue.

TWO-IN-ONE
WITH THE government trying to find new ways to celebrate
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, commemorating 75 years of independence, the onset of winter has presented a new opportunity. The Department of Personnel and Training has sent out
communications asking government employees to donate
warm clothes for the poor. Collection centres have been organised at multiple places including North Block. In fact, the
government has clubbed two of its campaigns in this drive,
linking it to Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav as well its Swachhta
(cleanliness) mission.

WARNING NOTE
WITH THE adoption of FASTag and electronic toll collection
growing exponentially over the last few months, a new problem has surfaced. Fake FASTags are reported to have entered
the market, especially the online space. The National
Highways Authority of India has issued warnings that fraudsters are selling counterfeit tags online, and asked the public
to avoid ordering online.

KOLKATA, NOVEMBER 29

THE STATE government on
Mondayput out advertisements
calling for applications from
serving and retired professionals as senior consultants and
consultants for 50 posts in variousdepartmentsthroughlateral
entry. The age limit is 35-70
years and the successful candidates would be absorbed in the
government on contractual basis with remuneration of Rs 1.5
lakh-2 lakh a month, official
sources said.
A decision in this regard was
taken just after Durga Puja earlier this year after Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee agreed.
According to officials, in the
initialstage,the governmenthas
decided to recruit such professionals for 30 major departments
of
the
state
administration.
They will be given the status
of special secretary in each department.Theywillbeabsorbed
in the posts of consultant and
senior consultant, government
sources said.
A source in the state government said, “This is not a new
concept. The Central governmentalsorecruitedsuch professionals in key departments.
However,theabsorptionof these
professionals will help the government to solve manycomplex
problemsraisedindifferentdayto-day government work. They
willalsohelptomakenewpolicy
guidelines...”
However,anotherseniorofficial said, “This will create confusion and hierarchical problems
because, in many cases, these
consultants will have more
power and remuneration than
the Joint Secretary, Additional
Secretary
and
special
secretaries.”

LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 29
THERULINGBJPinUttarPradesh
has deployed more than 175
MLAs, MPs, former state legislators and other leaders from
Other BackwardClass (OBC)and
Dalit communities as part of its
‘samajik sampark (social outreach)’ campaign. These leaders
have been instructed to interact
with small groups of people
from their communities in one
to 10 Assembly constituencies,
excluding their own seats.
A BJP leader told The Indian
Express on Monday that such a
campaign could help the party
bagtheAssemblyseatsthatitnarrowlylostinthe2017electionsbe-

ATRI MITRA

KOLKATA, NOVEMBER 29
AS THE Trinamool Congress
(TMC) aims to increase its footprint at the national level, the
party on Monday said it would
change its constitution and reconstitute its working committee to induct more members
from outside West Bengal.
However, TMC chief Mamata
Banerjee will have the “last
word” regarding both these
moves, TMC MP Derek
O’Brien said.
“The working committee of
the party, which met today, gave
veto power to our leader
Mamata Banerjee. It was unanimously decided in the meeting
that our leader Mamata
Banerjee is the last word,” said
O'Brien, who is also TMC
spokesperson.
The party also decided that
its next working committee
meeting will be held in New
Delhi. However, the date of the
meeting will be finalised later,
party sources said.

Punjab ex-CM Amarinder Singh with Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar on Monday. Express

‘Will form next govt in Punjab with BJP’
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 29

FORMER PUNJAB chief minister
AmarinderSinghMondaysaidhis
PunjabLokCongresswillformthe
government state in 2022 in alliance with the BJP and a breakaway Akali faction. He made the
remarks after paying a visit to
HaryanaChief MinisterManohar
Lal Khattar, which he described
as “a courtesy call”.
“Godwilling,weandwithour

seatadjustmentwiththeBJPand
with Mr (Sukhdev Singh)
Dhindsa’s party (SAD Sanyukt),
wewillformthegovernment,”he
said, replying to media queries.
His meeting with Khattar
came on a day when a Bill to repeal the three contentious agri
laws,againstwhichfarmershave
been protesting for over a year,
was passed by Parliament.
Amarinder, however, said
there was no political development.“Ihadaverynicecupofcoffeewiththechiefminister.Itisnot

causeofthedominanceofYadavs,
Jatav Dalits and Muslims. “If we
can consolidate the support of
various castes scattered in such
constituencies, we can even defeattheSPandBSPinconstituencies dominated by Yadavs, Jatav
Dalits and Muslims,” he added.
Among the constituencies
that BJP lost by less than 4,000
votes in 2017 are Matera,
Mahmoodabad, Najibabad,
Lalganj, Kannauj, Dholana and
Chhaprauli.
A senior BJP leader said 2530 events were being held every
day as part of the programme.
Before this campaign, the party
also organised 27 samajik pratinidhi sammelans with OBC
and Dalit groups. “Localities in
urban areas and pockets in rural

areas have been identified according to the presence of particular castes there. The focus is
on OBCs and SC/ST-populated
areas. Each of those over 175
MLAs, MPs, and other senior
leaders who have been assigned
1-10 Assembly constituencies
outside their constituencies to
visit and address samajik sammelans of a group of people of
their caste,” said a BJP leader associated with the campaign.
BJP spokesperson Rakesh
Tripathisaid,“Suchprogrammes
also create enthusiasm among
party workers.” Apart from
MLAs and MPs, current and former, the ruling party has also
roped in chairmen of boards,
corporations, district panchayat
chairpersons and block chiefs.

E

BJPeyeing
● floatingvotes

HAVING NARROWLY lost
in seats dominated by
Yadavs, Jatav Dalits, and
Muslims in the 2017
Assembly polls, the BJP’s
campaign is a move towards making a better
connect with the floating
votes from non-Yadav
OBCs and non-Jatav Dalits.
Such outreach will also
enable BJP to get their
own leaders with strong
support among different
sub-castes.

Among poll-bound states, UP
trails on poverty index, Goa best
BY THE NUMBERS

SUNNY VERMA

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29
OF THE seven states headed into
Assembly elections next year,
UttarPradeshhasthehighestproportion of people who are multidimensionally poor, at 37.79 per
cent of its population, while Goa
has lowest ratio at 3.76 per cent.
There is wide variation betweenruralandurbanpovertyin
five of the seven states — Goa,
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand. There is also
wide divergence in performance
onthe12indicatorsusedtocalculate
the
first
ever
Multidimensional Poverty Index
(MPI) by the NITI Aayog. The national MPI, as per the 2015-16
NFHS, is 25.01 per cent.
OfUP’s71districts,asmanyas
64 have MPI higher than the na-

tercept information and for any
other purposes.
The court had also asked the
committee to determine
whether the software was acquired by a state or the Central
Government, and that if a state,
Centre, or any of its agencies had
used the software, what laws
and procedures were followed.
InitsorderonOctober27,the
SupremeCourtobservedthatselection of the three-member
committee was “an extremely
uphill” task since they had to
“find and select experts who are
free from prejudices, are independent and competent” -- and
that “some of the candidates politely declined this assignment,
while others had some
conflict of interest”.

To induct leaders
from outside Bengal
in top panel, TMC
to amend its rules

UP Assembly polls: BJP fields OBC,
Dalit leaders for outreach programme
LALMANI VERMA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

used to snoop on journalists, activists, officials and even Union
Ministers, some of the activists
and journalists moved the
Supreme Court seeking the formation of a committee to look
into the issue.
On October 27, a three-judge
bench of Chief Justice of India N
V Ramana, and Justices Surya
Kant and Hima Kohli, ordered
the formation of a three-member technical committee to be
overseen by Justice Raveendran.
The apex court had then
listed a six-point term of reference for the committee, asking
it to determine, among other
things, whether Pegasus was
used on phones or other devices
of citizens to access stored data,
eavesdrop on conversations, in-

E X P L A I NE D

Bengal govt
seeks to rope in
consultants via
lateral entry

ATHREE-MEMBERpanelconstituted by the Supreme Court to
lookintoallegationsof unauthorised phone surveillance using
Pegasus, the spyware from
Israeli company NSO, has asked
thepetitionerstosubmitthetargeteddevicesfor“technicalevaluation”, The Indian Express has
learnt.
According to sources, the
panelasked the petitioners in an
email to submit the devices
“within the week”, which will
then be tested. The sources said
the email informed the petitioners that they would be given the
option of “making submissions

under oath”before the panel supervised by retired Supreme
Court judge, Justice R V
Raveendran.
The members of the panel
are Dr Naveen Kumar Chaudhary, Dean of National Forensic
Sciences
University
in
Gandhinagar; Dr Prabaharan P,
Professor at Amrita Vishwa
Vidyapeetham in Kerala; and Dr
Ashwin Anil Gumaste, Institute
Chair Associate Professor at IIT,
Bombay.
The sources said the email
mentions that the devices will
be collected in New Delhi but
does not specify the exact address, adding that “it could be
communicated later”.
Earlierthisyear,followingreports that Pegasus had been

Election bound Multidimensional
Rural
Urban
states
Poverty ratio (%) poverty % poverty %
Goa

3.76

4.44

3.34

Punjab
HP

5.59

6.4

4.32

7.62

8.24

1.46
9.89

Uttarakhand

17.72

21.94

Manipur

17.89

22.95

9.9

Gujarat

18.60

27.4

6.59

Uttar Pradesh

37.79

44.32

18.07

Source: NITI Aayog National MPI Report

tional average. In Gujarat, 9 of 26
districts fall in this category; in
Manipur, 4 of 9; and in
Uttarakhand,1of13.Ontheother
hand, all districts of Punjab (20),
Himachal (12) and Goa (2) have
lower MPI than national average.
TheMPIisanindicatorofdeprivation across multiple dimen-

sions and complements poverty
statisticsbasedonpercapitaconsumption expenditure. It has
three equally weighted dimensions — health, education, and
standard of living — based on 12
indicators such as nutrition,
school attendance, years of
schooling,drinkingwater,sanita-

tion, housing, bank accounts,
among others.
While urban MPI in UP, the
country’s most populous state, is
18.07 per cent, that in its rural areas is more than double, at 44.32
percent.Thestatefaresthepoorest on the cooking fuel indicator,
with68.9percentpopulationdeprived of it, followed by housing
at 67.5 per cent, and sanitation at
63.7 per cent.
Goa is the best among pollbound states in MPI, with hardly
anydifferencebetweenruralrate
(4.44 per cent) and urban (3.34
percent)areas.Itsworstperformance is in the nutrition category,
at24.6percentdeprived,followed
bysanitationat21.4percent.Less
than 1 per cent of the population
is deprived in indicators such as
schoolattendance(1%),childand
adolescent mortality (0.6%).
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thatwheneveryoumeetanybody,
itisapoliticalmeeting.Itwasjust
a courtesy call”.
AskedifhewillmeetBJPleadersforaseatsharingarrangement,
the former Congress leader said
he will go to Delhi and certainly
call on Union ministers.
To a question on the registration of his party, he said they
shouldbegettinginformationregarding it any time. “We are also
expecting the party symbol in a
couple of days. The process was
started 10 days ago”.

House IT panel
questions FB, will
seek Speaker nod to
call whistleblower
LIZ MATHEW

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29
THE IT parliamentary committeeislearnttohaveunanimously
decided Monday to record the
statement of Facebook whistleblower Sophie Zhang even as
panel members questioned
Facebook India officials over its
safeguardstopreventhatemongering, polarisation and tweaking of the democratic process.
The committee will approach Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla for permission to invite
Zhang for recording her statements — the Speaker’s permission is required to allow persons
from overseas to appear before
the panels. Zhang, the first former Facebook employee who
had made public the company’s
alleged unethical working, had
shared dossiers with the House
panel led by Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor.
On Monday, representatives
of Facebook India including
ShivnathThukral,itsheadof policy, were questioned by MPs for
almost two hours. They were
summoned following allegations by whistleblowers and numerous studies on how social
media platforms whip up sentiments to enhance activities on
their platforms to promote business interests.
Panelmembers,itisbelieved,

Badal family loyalist Harjinder
Singh Dhami is new SGPC president
Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC)
honorary chief secretary
Harjinder Singh Dhami was on
Monday elected as its president.
Dhamiisthe44thpresidentof
the SGPC and succeeds Bibi Jagir
Kaur who was named the
Shiromani Akali Dal candidate
from the Bholath Assembly seat
in Kapurthala district for next
year’s Assembly polls.
Dhami,aBadalfamilyloyalist,
is a member of the SGPC from

‘Communal’ violence: SC
seeks Centre, Tripura
response on plea for probe
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

THESUPREMECourtonMonday
issued notice to the Centre and
the Tripura government on a
plea seeking an independent
probeintoallegedcommunalviolence in the state, and sought
their responses within two
weeks.
A bench Justices DY
Chandrachud and AS Bopanna
issued the notice on a plea by
Advocate Ehtesham Hashmi,
who,alongwithtwootheradvocates, claims to have gone on a
“fact-finding exercise” to the
state in the aftermath of the alleged communal flare-up.
According to reports, a
mosque and some shops were
vandalised in North Tripura at a

were said to be dissatisfied with
the response, and Facebook was
asked to provide more details in
writing on the safeguards.
The social media giant has
been criticised by political leaders for not taking into account
the plurality of the nation while
dealingwithsuchissues.Leaders
have said it did not have linguistic or ethnic diversity among
those who flagged such issues —
it has content reviewers only in
Hindi, Tamil, Urdu and Bangla.
Recently, in a written response to The Indian Express,
Facebook said it has, in the last
two years, hired more people
withlanguage,countryandtopic
expertise. “Adding more language expertise has been a key
focus area for us. They are part of
the over 40,000 people we have
working on safety and security
including global content review
teams in over 70 languages, including 20 Indian languages,” a
Meta spokesperson had told The
Indian Express.
The ITpanelhadearliersummoned Facebook for seeking explanationonareportinTheWall
StreetJournal,whichsaidthesocial media company had deliberately turned a blind eye towards hate speeches by a BJP
leader from Telangana and did
not take them down from its
platform,fearingthatitmayhurt
the firm’s business interests in
India, its biggest market.

time that the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad was holding a rally in
the arealastmonth. Tripuragovernmentand policehave denied
the reports and said these were
attempts to disturb communal
harmony in the region.
In the plea, Hashmi said he
wasconstrainedtoapproachthe
courttoseekitsurgentintervention“in respectof aseriesof hate
crimes that took place between
the 13.10.2021 to 27.10.2021 in
Tripura. The said hate crimes
were perpetrated by organised
mobs and included damage to
mosques, burning of business
establishments owned by
Muslims, organising rallies
shouting Islamophobic and
genocidal hate slogans and delivering hate speeches targeting
Muslims in various parts of
Tripura”.

Harjinder
Singh Dhami

Sham Chaurasi segment of
Hoshiarpur district.
Speaking to reporters, Dhami
said that besides expediting the
ongoingreligiouspreachingcampaign,healthandeducationserviceswouldalsobegivenanewdirection.

TRIPURA CIVIC POLLS

CPM hits out at
TMC, claims 2nd
largest vote share

Agartala:AdayafterTripuracivic
poll results were announced,
CPI(M) state secretary Jitendra
Chaudhury said on Monday that
his party retained the secondlargest vote share after the BJP
andisthemainOppositioninthe
state,contrarytoclaimsmadeby
the Trinamool Congress (TMC).
“Where did they (TMC) get
this data from? EC statistics say
CPI(M) is the second-largest
party,” Chaudhury said.
When contacted, Tripura
Trinamool Youth Congress convenerBaptuChakrabortysaidhis
party contested 120 seats across
different civic bodies and secured “24 percent votes”. “TMC
didn’tcontestin all theseats. We
contested in 120 seats and secured 24 percent votes. Had we
contested from all seats, we
would have got 100 percent
votes,” Chakraborty said. ENS

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ELECTIONS

BJP herds off Nagpur corporators
to other states; Opp calls it panic
VIVEK DESHPANDE

NAGPUR, NOVEMBER 29
WITH LEGISLATIVE Council elections to two seats less than two
weeks away, Nagpur BJP has sent
off most of its corporators along
with councillors from municipal
councils in the district as well as
Zila Parishad members to BJPruled states, in an apparent attempttopreventpossiblesplitting
of votes.
Overall,350personsaffiliated
with the BJP have gone outside
Maharashtra, say party sources.
ElectiontoLegislativeCouncil
seats of Buldana-Akola and
Nagpur are scheduled to be held
on December 10.
“Manyofthecorporatorshave
beensenttoGoawhilesomeoth-

ershavechosentogotoNainital,”
said BJP spokesman Chandar
Goswami.Thecorporatorsleftthe
cityinseveralgroupsthroughthe
day on Monday.
In the December 10 election,
BJP’s former Kamptee MLA and
ex-minister Chandrashekhar
Bawankule is pitted against
Ravindra ‘Chotu’ Bhoyar, a longtime RSS swayamsevak, who recently defected to the Congress
accusing BJP of “ill-treatment”.
The BJP, currently in its third
consecutive term as the ruling
party in the Nagpur Municipal
Corporation(NMC),hasastrength
of 107 out of 155 seats in the
House. Though the party lost the
70-memberNagpurZilaParishad
to Congress last year, the saffron
partyanditsallies stillcommand
about350outoftotal559votesto

New Delhi

be cast in the December election.
Askedaboutthemove,cityBJP
president Pravin Datke said, “An
atmosphere of confusion has
been sought to be created by the
Oppositionbyclaimingthatsome
of our corporators were in touch
withthem.So,wehavedecidedto
send them away.”
“Thereisnopanic.Wearesure
to fetch over 400 votes...” he said.
Congress MLA Vikas Thakre
said, “...they are at least 80 votes
aheadofusatpresentandyetthey
havedonethis.Itshowsthatthey
are not sure about winning.”
Therulingdispensationinthe
stateandtheBJPhaveworkedout
a compromise in four of six seats
for unopposed election, leaving
only Buldana-Akola and Nagpur
asthetwoseatswherepollingwill
be held.
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Covid variant in
SA traveller not
Delta: Karnataka
Health Minister
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, NOVEMBER 29

THE KARNATAKA government
has sought clarity from the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and the Union
Health Ministry regarding a
Covid-19 variant detected in a
foreign traveller from South
Africa,stateHealthMinisterDrK
Sudhakar said here on Monday.
The 63-year-old man, who
wasamongthetwopersonswho
tested positive after returning
from South Africa midNovember, was earlier reported
bystateofficialsasbeinginfected
by the Delta variant. However,
SudhakarsaiditwasnottheDelta
variantandthatclarificationshad
been sought from ICMR.
“IwillnotcommentonthedetectionoftheOmicronvariantina
travellerfromSouthAfrica.Weare
holding discussions with ICMR
and the Ministry of Health at the
Centre. One person...has been infected by a variant different from
theDeltavariant,”Sudhakarsaid.
“We will be getting a report
by December 1 on the new variant and its characteristics and
patterns,” he said.

Covid victim bodies found after
16 months, ‘identified by tag’
KIRAN PARASHAR

BENGALURU, NOVEMBER 29
FOR NEARLY a year-and-a-half,
Durga's daughters thought their
mother who died at the height
of Bengaluru's first Covid wave
had been given a proper cremation.Theironlysurvivingparent,
Durga died last year. On
Saturday, her body was among
twodiscoveredfromanoldmortuary building in a governmentrun hospital in the city, after
about 500 days of their death.
The housekeeping staff went
intocleantheabandonedmortuary at Employees State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) Model
Hospital, which falls under the
Union Ministry of Labour and
Employment,aftercomplaintsof
a foul smell. While Durga, 42, a
garment worker who lived in K P
Agrahara,wasdeclareddeaddue
to Covid on July 5 last year, the
other person whose body was
found was Muniraju, 68, of
Chamarajpet, a father of three
girls, who died on July 2.
“Durga'sdaughters(15and10
now) lost both their parents

Durga, Muniraju died in July
last year amidst a surge
within twoyears.After500days,
police say her body was abandonedatahospital.WhatdoItell
them?”Durga's sister Sujatha G B
saidMonday.Apoliceofficersaid
whenESICHospital'soldmortuary was pulled down and replaced by a new building, officials failed to check the freezer
where the bodies were kept.
At the time, Bengaluru was
strugglingtocopewiththeCovid
spread. The bodies of those who
died due to the virus were not
handed over to families by the
government, amidst fears that
this might further transmit the
disease, with the last rites either
carried out by the BBMP (Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike)
itself, or in the presence of fam-

COVID DEATH COMPENSATION

Fewer claims, SC tells UTs,
states to send details to Centre
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

THESUPREMECourtonMonday
expressed concern over the low
number of claims being filed for
compensation for Covid-19
deathsandsaidthiscouldbedue
tolackof enoughpublicityabout
theschemeorlackof knowledge
about where to apply.
A bench headed by Justice M
R Shah asked states and Union
Territories to furnish details, includingonthenumberof deaths
recorded and claims received
and processed, what publicity
has been given to the compensation scheme and about where
andwhomtoapproach,whether
they have set up portals for re-

ceiving claims and disbursing
compensation. The court directed that these details be supplied to the Ministry of Home
Affairs or the National Disaster
Management Authority on or
beforeDecember3,afterconsidering which it will pass orders
laying down a uniform procedure across the country. The
bench, also comprising Justice B
V Nagarathna, said the model
developed by Gujarat can be applied pan-India.
On the previous hearing, the
benchconveyeddispleasureover
theGujaratnotificationputtingin
place a committee to scrutinise
the process of claim receipts. On
Monday,SolicitorGeneralTushar
Mehta said the procedure had
been revised and simplified. The

Less than .01% show
adverse effect: Govt
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

SEEKINGTOputtorestapprehensionsaboutCovid-19vaccines,the
Centre has told the Supreme
Court that the percentage of
Adverse Event Following
Immunisation(AEFI)havingserious or severe consequences, includingdeaths,inthecaseofboth
CovaxinandCovishieldislessthan
0.01%andsoughtdismissalofaPIL
that sought release of segregated
trialdataforeachof thephasesof

clinicaltrialsofthesevaccinessayingthatentertainingitwillnotbe
in public interest as any misgivings can led to vaccine hesitancy.
In an affidavit, the Health
Ministry said AEFI “is being
monitored and reviewed. The
percentage of such effect having
serious / severe [including
deaths] in case of both Covaxin
andCovishieldislessthan0.01%.
Thisisinthecaveatthatanysuch
serious effect cannot be attributed to vaccination.”
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bench expressed satisfaction
with the revised scheme.
It said the fresh resolution
dated November 28 “can be said
tobeabsolutely”asperthecourt’s
earlierdirections.“Theprocedure
to claim compensation is simplifiedandabsolutelyinconsonance
with our judgment and order
dated04.10.2021,”saidthebench.
The court said all states must
set up online portals for this as it
will “facilitate the applicants to
makeapplicationsforcompensation from their place”. The court
pointed out that claim figures
were low for Haryana and
Karnataka while it was more
than the number of recorded
deaths in Andhra Pradesh. It will
hear the matter next on
December 6.

ily members.
BBMPChief HealthOfficerDr
Balasundar A S said it seemed
the hospital had been negligent.
"I have sought a report from the
field officers and action will be
taken if there was negligence on
the BBMP staff's part," he told
The Indian Express.
Medical Superintendent Dr
Imtiham Hussain's phone was
switched off. He did not respond
to messages. Durga and
Muniraju's families battled
shock and anger, as their cremations were carried out Monday.
Sujatha, also a garment
worker, said: “Durga lost her
husband, an alcoholic, in 2019.
She had only started hoping to
give abetterlifetoherdaughters
when she died due to Covid.”
She said the municipal authoritiessentheranoticeregarding the cremation at the time,
addingthatshecouldjoin.“Atthe
time we all feared the virus and I
didnotwanttoputthechildren's
lives at risk. We asked them to
cremate the body. Later, we performed all the rituals.”
Describing her shock on receivingthecallthatDurga'sbody

had been discovered, Sujatha
said: “Initially, I did not believe
it, but then they shared more
details.”
Sujatha, who is raising
Durga's daughters, said she sent
the two to school and then
reached the Rajajinagar Police
Stationunderwhichthehospital
falls around 9am. The body,
moved to Victoria Hospital for
post-mortem, was handed over
to the family around 5 pm. “All I
hadtoidentifyherwasthetagon
herbody,”saidSujatha.
Rajeshwari, the youngest
daughter of Muniraju, who retired as a jewellery store
worker, said an official from the
Rajajinagar Police Station asked
her to identify the body. “We
had not been able to perform
his last rites, leaving it to the
BBMP...Weperformedthe11thday rituals as well as observed
the first death anniversary."
BJPMLAandformerminister
Suresh Kumar slammed the "inhumane"episodeanddemanded
aninquiryandactionagainstthe
officials responsible. He said he
had written to the Labour
Ministrydemandingthesame.

After passenger from
South Africa tests positive,
taxi driver yet to be traced
RUPSA CHAKRABORTY
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 29

DAYS AFTER a 32-year-old
Dombivli resident with international travel history from South
Africa tested Covid-19 positive
uponarrivalinMumbaiviaDelhi
on November 24, the Kalyan
DombivliMunicipalCorporation
(KDMC)isunabletotrackthetaxi
driver who drove the man from
Mumbai airport to Dombivli.
“Itriedcontactinghimbuthe
isnotansweringcalls...Asthepersondoesn'tresideinKDMCjurisdiction, the department might
ask Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) to trace the
driver,” said Pratibha Panpatil,
Chief Medical Officer of KDMC.
Thepatienttestednegativein

an RT-PCR test conducted 72
hours prior to his Cape Town
flighttoMumbai.“Uponlanding
in Delhi, when another RT-PCR
test was conducted, he was
found positive. There is a possibility that his previous report
wasfalsenegative,”saidPanpatil.
KDMC has tested eight of
the Dombivli resident's close
contacts.Their reports were
negative. “We have sent his
samples for genome sequencing...We are hoping to get the
report within a week,” said
Panpatil. Healthofficialsareyet
toascertainif heisinfectedwith
the Omicron variant.

Chandigarh man who
was in SA tests positive
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 29

A39-YEAR-OLDmaleresidentof
Chandigarh’s Sector 36 has
tested positive. On his return
from South Africa on November
21, his RT-PCR report was negative on arrival.
He was quarantined at
home on his arrival in
Chandigarh and as per protocol,
was tested again on Monday.
The Health Department has
confirmed he is Covid-19 posi-

CLIMATE CHANGE:
IS THE WORLD
DOING ENOUGH?

tive. One of his family members
and a domestic help also tested
positive. While two family
members have tested negative,
the report of another family
member is awaited.
As per the protocol, the man
is currently kept in isolation in
GMCH-32. According to Dr.
Suman Singh, Director of Health
Services, samples of the positive
caseshavebeensentforgenome
sequencing to National Centre
for Disease Control, Delhi, to ascertain the variant and if it is one
of concern.

TARUN TEJPAL PLEA

Expect dignity while
reading evidence in
rape cases, says HC
MAYURA JANWALKAR

PORVORIM, NOVEMBER 29
DIGNITY AND sensitivity are expectedfromallparties,specifically
whilereadingevidencerelatedto
rape cases, the Bombay High
Court observed last week while
rejecting plea by former Tehelka
editor-in-chiefTarunTejpalseeking in-camera proceedings.
Tejpal had sought in-camera
hearings by the high court after
the Goa government filed an appeal against his acquittal in the
2013 rape case against him.
Hewasaccusedofsexuallyassaulting his junior colleague at a
hotel in Goa in 2013.He was acquittedbyasessionscourtonMay
21thisyear,withthejudgesaying
that there wasn't "enough evidence to warrant a conviction".
“Inproceedingssuchasthese
i.e. rape cases in general, it is expected that all parties conduct
themselves with dignity, sobriety and some sensitivity that is
required, particularly, whilst
reading evidence pertaining to
intimate details,” the High Court
said in a 23-page order of
November24.Thedetailedorder
was made available on Monday.

Tarun
Tejpal
“...Maintaining decorum in
the courtroom is not merely a
superficial means of protecting
the image of lawyers and judges
– but it is absolutely essential to
the administration of justice,”
the court said.
Turning down the application, a division bench of Justice
Revati Mohite Dere and Justice
M S Jawalkar said that Tejpal’s
application for in-camera proceedings was “devoidof merits”.
Tejpal’s counsel Amit Desai
hadarguedthatkeepingtheproceedings open to the public and
the media will restrict him from
makingcertainsubmissionsover
fears that those may be published. Thejudges,however,said
the argument was not justified.
“There is no embargo or restrictionontheapplicanttoarguehis
case freely nor his right to argue
his case can be curtailed,” the
court said.
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The recently-concluded climate change conference in Glasgow, COP26, was supposed to put the world on the
1.5 degree Celsius pathway. But has it? The Glasgow COP delivered some important successes, but overall the
final outcome was far short of expectations, and nowhere near the ambition that, science says, is required to
keep global temperatures within 1.5 degree Celsius from pre-industrial times. In that manner, COP26 was not
very different from the earlier such meetings.
One of the highlights of COP26 was India’s new climate pledges, including a promise to attain net-zero
emission status by 2070. To discuss the COP26 outcomes, and India’s new climate plans, Amitabh Sinha,
Resident Editor of The Indian Express in Pune, will talk to Rajani Ranjan Rashmi, who was India’s chief
negotiator at these conferences for several years.
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RAMNATH GOENKA

ATVaddresstonation,unctuoustweetsdonotadebatemake.
ThewaythefarmlawshavebeenrepealeddentsParliament

I

T JUST TOOK four minutes for the Lok Sabha on Monday to pass a bill that sought to
repeal the three controversial farm legislations which saw farmers mobilise at the
Delhibordersforoverayear.Itisshocking—buthardlyasurprise—thatthegovernment refused to heed the Opposition’s demand for a discussion in the House on the
subjectthathadbeendebatedextensivelyondifferentplatformsacrossthenation.ThisisreminiscentofthemannerinwhichthecontroversiallawswererammedthroughinParliament
in September 2020 without due consideration, as demanded by the Opposition, leading to
deepdistrustaboutthereformsitselfinthesociety,particularlyamongasectionofthefarmer
community.Infact,theobstinacyofthegovernmentwasamajorreasonwhyitfailedtoconvince the protestors despite 11 rounds of talks and the intervention of the Supreme Court
about crucial reforms.
ThedecisiontorepealtheActswasannouncedbyPrimeMinisterNarendraModionGuru
Purab.Butatelevisedaddresstothenationisnosubstituteforadetailedstatementanddiscussion in Parliament since these Acts had been passed by the House. Union ministers had
takentosocialmediaandhailedthePM’sclimbdownasagreatgestureinthenationalinterest—whatwasagainstthenationalinterestwasneverexplained.So,whatweretheimperatives? Was the government’s failure merely a case of miscommunication? What has been
the outcome of similar “reform” measures in the states? Should the Centre henceforth let
the states decide their own agriculture reform paths as per the demands of local political
economy rather than push centralised solutions on a sector rich in diverse cultivation practices and markets? Then, there is the continuing demand among farmers for making the
minimum support price a legal right, which raises several fraught issues. It also seems even
those who had opposed the farm laws agree that Indian agriculture is in a crisis and needs
radical solutions. So what is the way forward? All these and much more — the tragedy in
LakhimpurKheriwhereacentralminister’ssonwasarrestedonallegationsthataSUVowned
byhimranoveramarchkillingfivepersons—needsvigorousdebateinParliament.Bynow
the government should know that agriculture is a deeply contested territory and policymakinginthesectorcallsforconversationsacrossfences.Infact,thefarmingcommunityitself,includingthoseintheforefrontof protests,have,bytheirownadmission,gonethrough
a period of education and deep introspection about farm practices.
Prime Minister Modi is wont to call the Constitution a holy book and Parliament a temple.Buthisgovernmenthasbeenfoundwantinginlivinguptotheletterandspiritofthatholy
bookandhasfrequentlyuseditselectoralmajoritytoimposeitswillonParliamentbystomping out dissenting voices and ignoring custom and procedure. Debates are the lifeline of
Parliament; their absence will diminish the institution, put a question mark on the next set
of laws and deepen already hardening fault lines.

TRAGEDY OF ERRORS
Bengaluru police disgraces itself by shutting down Munawar
Faruqui’s show. State must not succumb to mob’s veto

KIM DEAN
For years, Kim Jong-un forced North Koreans to emulate his
style. Now that he has a cool jacket, he wants no copycats

K

IM JONG-UN, SUPREME Leader of North Korea, just can’t seem to figure out
what kind of fashion icon he wants to be. For years, there have been reports
coming out of the mysterious, tragicomical totalitarian state of the lack of
choice for the people. A great symbol of that unfreedom was the fact that
people could only get their hair cut in state-approved styles and many men and boys
were encouraged to emulate Kim’s hairdo — a sort of bowl cut with an odd middle parting. It’s a hairstyle only a dictator can pull off: Most regular people will be teased out of
it. Now, it seems that North Korean authorities have decided that imitation is no longer
a form of flattery.
Since December 2019, Kim has been seen sporting a leather trench coat. Unlike the
haircuts, this fashion choice reportedly has more takers and many North Koreans have
been spending relatively exorbitant amounts — the country has an abysmal per capita income — to rock a leather jacket. But, it seems Kim now wants to be unique in his look and
the police have been cracking down on the trench coat. Copying his look, it appears, is
now an insult to Kim’s sacred personality.
At first glance, it appears that Kim is confused — it seems that he can’t decide between
wanting to be the leader of the fashion pack or just a cool, leather-jacket-wearing, JamesDean-like lone wolf. After all, if a leather jacket becomes a uniform, is it even a leather
jacket anymore? But perhaps there is more of a method to the sartorial diktats. When all
people spoke about was a dated, somewhat unflattering bowl cut, he wanted everyone
to be like him. Now that he’s cool, he wants to go it alone. Misery, Kim knows, loves company. And when you finally get a look right, you don’t want any copycats.

— Christopher Fry

Fromjobstohouseholdbudgets,slumpinMSMEsto
gatheringdebt,distresslooms.Needistocoursecorrect
Feroze Varun Gandhi
INEARLYNOVEMBER,threetroublingreports
came in. Approximately 5.46 million Indians
lost their jobs in October as per CMIE data. In
particular,ouryouthunemploymentratewas
28.26percentin2020-21,comparedto15.66
per cent in 2016-17. By August 2021, around
33 per cent of all employable youth were estimated to be unemployed. With 20 million
Indians entering the job market annually,
there are few jobs being created. All this, in a
periodwhentheinformalsector,whichwasa
naturalback-up,isroiledbyapushforformalisation, driven by demonetisation, GST and
the lockdown.
Ideally, India could have capitalised on an
opportunitytocreatemillionsofjobsbydeveloping a competitive ready-made garment industry(similartoBangladesh).Thiscouldhave
beendonebyprovidingincentivestotheinformal sector and MSMEs to acquire scale, while
pursuingtradedealswithEurope,Canadaand
theUSthatunlockedaccesstosuchmarkets.
Instead, India’s textile exports were virtuallyflatbetween2015and2019;theunitlabour
cost of producing a shirt in India is $0.5 comparedto$0.22inBangladesh—muchofthisis
duetoanunproductiveworkforceandpoorlogistics. The consequence of policy inaction is
stark:AsperaWorldBankestimatein2017,12
millionjobsshiftedfromChinatoBangladesh
inthepastdecade.Muchofthiscouldhaverefurbished a textile ecosystem in India.
Meanwhile,forIndianswithjobs,thedaily
commuteispinchinghard.Petrolpriceswere
aboveRs100/litreinmostcitiesinNovember,
driven by high taxes. India is likely to have
ElectricVehicle(EV)salesrisingoptimistically
tojust8percentofallnewcarsalesby2030—
aclearcaseof lackof policyincentivesleading
to high-cost EVs. This is an opportunity lost.
CountrieslikeChina,whichseektosolvesuch
structural issues (like dependence on foreign
oil), have spent the past decade focused on
buildinganEVindustry,incentivisingproduction and pursuing a rapid growth in charging
stations. China is now on track to have EVs
comprise 40 per cent of all car sales by 2030.
The average India’s kitchen budget has
been hit by rising retail inflation. LPG prices
haverisensharply(almost30percentbetween
January and Oct 2021). With almost 300 million registered domestic LPG consumers, the

B

ENGALURU POLICE COMMISSIONER Kamal Pant must answer: Why did the
policeforceof oneof India’smostcosmopolitancities,wherethefutureisdaily
reimagined and innovated on, disgrace itself by submitting to and enforcing
a heckler’s veto? How else does one describe the act of the Bengaluru police
writing to the organisers of a ticketed comedy show by Munawar Faruqui and “suggesting” that they cancel it because “organisations opposed to” Faruqui’s comedy “could create chaos …and lead to law and order problems”? Faced with threats from right-wing
organisations, Faruqui and the show’s organisers found they could not depend on what
is taken for granted in functional democracies — that the state would defend their right
to stage a show against a mob. Instead, the police were found upholding the right to be
offended of those who have repeatedly used the threat of violence to force a majoritarian consensus.
The police is, indeed, responsible for keeping peace but that does not empower it to
impose a prior restraint on an act of speech. The Supreme Court has several times spoken against the use of such pre-censorship — most recently, in a case last year involving
aprovocativeshowbySudarshanTV.Inthe1989SRangarajancase,whenaTamilfilmwas
sought to be denied clearance on the grounds that it would lead to violent protests, the
SC had asked: “What good is the protection of freedom of expression if the state does not
take care to protect it? ...it cannot be suppressed on account of threats of demonstration
and processions or threats of violence. That would be tantamount to …a surrender to
blackmailandintimidation.”Unfortunately,thehoundingof MunawarFaruqui,whichbegan last year in Indore over a joke he might not have even cracked, illustrates precisely a
surrender to this politics of “blackmail and intimidation”. An organised campaign of harassment has brought the young comic to the brink of quitting his career.
In the last several months, Faruqui’s shows have been cancelled in several cities, from
Mumbai to Raipur to Surat, after threats of violence by Hindu right-wing organisations.
The political class, irrespective of the party in office, has silently allowed this campaign
to grow louder, even while making lofty declamations on Constitution Day. The
Constitution promises Faruqui — and all citizens — the freedom of speech and liberty.
The state and its police must go back to its job of defending those rights.

Comedy is an escape, not from truth but from
despair; a narrow escape into faith.

These are hard times

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

DIMINISHING HOUSE

WORDLY WISE

Over the past decade, our
policymakers have grandly
announced hundreds of
ineffectual policies to
promote manufacturing in
India, create jobs and raise
farmer income; meanwhile,
Bangladesh simply made
clothes. They are richer than
us now. A simple example
highlights how policy
inaction, apathy and
mistakes have brought us to
this moment. MSMEs have
had a rough decade, being
dislocated by the impact of
demonetisation and being
hit by a complex GST
system. Meanwhile, a
slowing economy, with little
to no demand-side policy
measures, has meant poor
revenue growth for such
firms tipped over into
steep decline

impactonpersonalandfiscalfinanceshasbeen
significant. Some of this is also due to policy
missteps — the state has pushed for greater
adoption of LPG cook-stoves; instead, a push
for electric cook-stoves could have helped reduce import demand and shielded the ordinary consumer from price hikes. Meanwhile,
edibleoilhasseensignificanthikes:Almost30
percentforpackedmustardoilandvanaspati
inDelhibetweenJune2020andJune2021;almost 40 per cent for sunflower.
This is partly due to a dependence on importsforpalmoil.Apushforbiodieselproductionisalsohavingaconcomitantimpact.Inan
idealworld,policymakerswouldhavesought
to increase the average yield of an oil-seeds
farm in India and cut duties on imports.
Campaignstoshiftedibleoildemandtolocally
producededibleoiltypes,suchasmustardand
sunflower,couldhavebrokenthelinkagewith
internationalprices.Wearenowactivelypromoting deforestation in the Northeast by a
push for palm oil plantations. Additionally,
evenordinaryvegetablesarenowpricier;daily
essentials, from key FMCG players, have become dearer over the past few years.
Put together, such factors have made
Indianspoorer.Anaveragefarmer’snetworth
declined by 33.8 per cent between 2013 and
2019; an average entrepreneur’s declined by
30.5 per cent, on a real-value basis.
To cope, Indians have taken to personal
debt,enmasse.Between2012and2018,prior
toCovid-19,thenumberofIndianhouseholds
withdebtrosesignificantly,withanincidence
of indebtedness (percentage of households
with any outstanding debt in 2018) in rural
householdsof35percent,andinurbanhouseholds of 22.4 per cent (All India Debt and
InvestmentSurvey,NSS77thRound,2019).The
average rural household in India had an outstandingdebtofapproximatelyRs59,728;the
averageurbanhouseholdwastwiceasmuch.
Increasingly,thepoorestIndiansaregiventhe
worstconditionsfornewloans—44.8percent
of all new borrowers in April-June 2019 were
from the sub-prime/ near-prime category
(having higher credit risk). Such citizens are
charged loans at 25-40 per cent annual percentage rate and then chased by recovery
agents. As a consequence, many Indians have
had to flog off their family gold — gold loans

outstanding have risen by 77.4 per cent between August 2020 and July 2021.
Allthis,inaviciouscycle,hasledtoareturn
to mass poverty. The number of Indians who
arepoor(withadailyincomelessthanorequal
to$2perday)roseto134millionin2021from
59millionin2020.Themiddleclassisshrinking, from 99 million in 2020 to 66 million in
2021(PewResearch,March2021).Allthishas
happenedinaneraofextremeinequalitywith
India’stop1percentholding73percentofthe
national wealth in 2017.
There seems to be a palpable loss of hope.
Goingforward,weshouldchartoutanewjourney for India, one where policymakers skew
away from supply-side measures (for example cutting taxes for corporates, monetising
state assets, burdening MSMEs) and pursue
demand-side measures, seeking to help the
common man.
Over the past decade, our policymakers
havegrandlyannouncedhundredsofineffectual policies to promote manufacturing in
India, create jobs and raise farmer income;
meanwhile,Bangladeshsimplymadeclothes.
Theyarericherthanusnow.Asimpleexample
highlights how policy inaction, apathy and
mistakes have brought us to this moment.
MSMEshavehadaroughdecade,beingdislocated by demonetisation and being hit by a
complex GST system. Meanwhile, a slowing
economy,withlittletonodemand-sidepolicy
measures,hasmeantpoorrevenuegrowthfor
such firms tipped over into steep decline.
Across sectors, a whiff of oligopoly is emerging, where MSMEs have no place and where
the state is comfortable with large corporates
dominating the value chain.
In select sectors, the share of the top five
firmsintotalrevenuesofthesectorcanbequite
stark — for FMCG, it is 64 per cent; for cement
65 per cent, for infrastructure 73 per cent, for
power 81 per cent, for electricals 75 per cent.
Amidstallthis,India’spolicymakerscouldhave
intervened to conduct antitrust actions, enhancecompetition,openupgreaterfinancing
towards MSMEs and offer a simplified taxation system. There is still time, only just, to
course correct.
Gandhi is BJP MP from Pilibhit, UP, and the
author of A Rural Manifesto

POWERLESS TO PAY
Use of bankruptcy code to recover discom arrears will require careful thinking
Pratik Datta
THE CENTRAL government has recently clarified that IBC proceedings could be triggered
against state government-owned electricity
distribution companies (discoms). This could
havemajorimplicationsfortheelectricitysector. Successful resolution of discoms would,
however, require further policy thinking.
Electricityisaconcurrentsubjectunderthe
Constitution. Yet, state governments have
played a critical role in this sector since preIndependence times. The Electricity (Supply)
Act, 1948 established State Electricity Boards
(SEBs) for the development and operation of
generation, transmission and distribution of
electricity. In 1991, electricity generation was
opened-uptotheprivatesector.However,state
government control over electricity distribution continued. Push came to shove in 2001
when SEBs had to be bailed out due to their
mounting arrears towards central public sectorgenerationcompanies.Thispavedtheway
for the Electricity Act, 2003. It mandated all
SEBs to be unbundled into separate generation,transmissionanddistributioncompanies.
Since then, most states have unbundled
their electricity utilities with varying market
structures. While around 47 per cent of electricity is now being generated privately, most
discoms are still state government owned.
Stateshavestrongincentivestofavourimportant political constituencies by charging
lower tariffs, selectively enforcing against
unauthoriseduseetc.Discomshave,therefore,
been used as a tool of redistribution. Despite

Privatising discoms could
potentially solve problems.
Some states have opposed
this idea. The central
government is, therefore,
considering delicensing of
electricity distribution itself.
This idea has also been met
with opposition. Against
this backdrop, enabling
creditors to trigger IBC
proceedings against state
discoms assumes
significance. Threat of IBC
would compel states to
either reform their
financially distressed
discoms or yield to
privatisation efforts through
insolvency resolution.

fourbailoutsinthelasttwodecades,theycontinuetosufferfromprecariousfinancialhealth.
Privatisingdiscomscouldpotentiallysolve
problems.Somestateshaveopposedthisidea.
The central government is, therefore, consideringdelicensingelectricitydistributionitself.
This idea has also been met with opposition.
Against this backdrop, enabling creditors to
trigger IBC proceedings against discoms assumessignificance.Threatof IBCwouldcompelstatestoeitherreformtheirfinanciallydistresseddiscomsoryieldtoprivatisationefforts
through insolvency resolution.
Successfulprivatisationofdiscomsthrough
IBC would depend on multiple factors. The
consumer mix and geography are important
determinants of a discom’s commercial viability. A recent Niti Aayog report argues that
privatisation would be difficult when a discom’sserviceareaismorerural.Giventhetariff differential and difficulty of billing, collection, and in some cases, metering, the cost of
servicingruralandagriculturalconsumersbecomescommerciallychallenging.Additionally,
state regulators, which issue distribution licenses and set tariffs, have not turned out to
be as independent of state government controlasneeded.Thisremainsamajorriskforinvestors. Given such sectoral factors, a going
concern sale of some discom assets through
IBC may be challenging.
Policymakers need to also think through
the interplay between the electricity regulators andtheinsolvency tribunal. Forinstance,

the US bankruptcy code explicitly preserves
the regulatory agencies’ rate-setting authority under a plan of reorganisation. There is no
similar provision in the IBC. Therefore, clarity
is needed on the NCLT’s power to approve a
discom resolution plan that proposes a tariff
change. If the NCLT could do so, tariff changes
throughresolutionplanswouldbebindingon
the State Electricity Regulatory Commission
(SERC). The policy on this issue may have significant implications for discom resolution.
Insolvencyofsuchutilityserviceproviders
may need special treatment to ensure continuityofsupply.Wide-scaledisruptionofsuch
services could have disastrous consequences
foraneconomy.Forthisreason,theUKrestricts
the rights of energy suppliers and their creditors to initiate insolvency proceedings. They
must first notify the financial distress to the
Secretary of State and Ofgem, the energy regulator. Ofgem assesses whether a supplier of
lastresortcouldbeappointedtotakeoverthe
responsibility of the failed supplier. If that is
not feasible, Ofgem or the Secretary of State
mayapplytothecourttoinitiatea special administration regime that ensures continuity
ofsupply.Comparableinstitutionalsafeguards
mayberequiredinIndia,whilebeingmindful
of state capacity constraints. The policy solutions that emerge should be informed by foreignprecedents butrootedin Indianrealities.
The writer is senior research fellow, Shardul
Amarchand Mangaldas & Co, New Delhi

NOVEMBER 30, 1981, FORTY YEARS AGO
GURDWARA EXPLOSION
THREE PERSONS WERE killed on Sunday in
an explosion in Gurdwara Gurdarshan
Prakash at Mehta Chowk, headquarters of
Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale. At the time
of the explosion, the Sant was away in Barer
village in Gurdaspur district. He returned to
hisheadquarters,about40kmfromAmritsar,
on hearing about the incident. The explosion
brought down a major part of the gurdwara
complex.ThethreedeadweredisciplesofSant
Bhindranwale. A case under section 302 IPC
andsection4of theIndianExplosivesActwas
registered on a complaint lodged by Dhara
Singh, a confidant of the Sant and establishment in-charge at the gurdwara. The explo-

sion, which occurred at 12.30 pm, killed
Jaswant Singh (20), Sukhmandhir Singh (13)
and Gajjan Singh (27). It destroyed the community kitchen in the gurdwara.

ASSAM TENSE
THE ARMY STOOD by to help the civil administration and CRPF units were deployed
at sensitive points in Assam on Sunday, on
the eve of the 13-hour “Rasta roko” programme beginning at 5 am on Monday. This
is the first time since the suspension of the
stir last year that the agitation leadership
has asked the people to agitate actively in
the face of heavy police arrangement and
the possibility of violence. The Governor of

New Delhi

Assam and Meghalaya, Prakash Mehrotra,
has already announced that all highways
will be kept open.

MEETING DISRUPTED
CONGRESS (I) WORKERS indulged in fistfighting and snatched the microphone from
the dais at the meeting of the Hindu Raksha
Sammelan in Jalandhar on Sunday when
SankaracharyaNiranjandevTirathofPuriwas
speaking.TheprovocationfortheCongress(I)
workers to disturb the meeting was the
Sankaracharya’s criticism of the Congress (I)
for “downgrading Hinduism” in the country.
The Sankaracharya held Mrs Gandhi responsible for the present plight of Hinduism.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

THE IDEAS PAGE

“It will be weeks before we understand just how much a risk Omicron presents.
If it is much more infectious than the Delta variant of Covid, its global spread is
to some degree inevitable, though it will of course be slowed by vaccines and
travel restrictions. ”
— THE OBSERVER

Beijing’s blunder

Prejudice in
the schoolyard

Xi Jinping’s aggressive regional policies are driving many countries that
were hopeful of deeper ties with China towards the US

Ourschoolsand textbookscannot
pretendthattheinequalitiesof
societydonotpermeatethem

RAJA MANDALA
By C. Raja Mohan
ONEOFTHEmanyconsequencesofChina’sassertivepostureinAsiahasbeentheemergence
of geopoliticalcoalitionstolimittheprospects
for Beijing’s regional dominance. Two new
coalitions that have got a lot of political attentionaretheQuadrilateralframeworkinvolving
Australia, India, Japan and the US, and the
AUKUS, which brings together Australia, the
United Kingdom and the United States.
Untilrecently,Chinawasquitecontemptuousofthenewpoliticalformations.Ithadcomparedthe Quad to “seafoam” that isherenow
but gone in a second. China’s dismissive attitude has now yielded place to denunciation.
In Beijing’s diplomatic lexicon, Quad and
AUKUSare“smallcliques”.“Smallcliques”are
not new to international politics; nor is China
unfamiliarwiththem.Youcouldarguethatforums such as RIC and BRICS — the former
bringstogetherRussia,IndiaandChinaandthe
latter has, in addition, Brazil and South Africa
—are“smallcliques”.Hypocrisyisendemicin
internationallife.“Mycliquesaregreat—they
are about promoting a ‘multipolar world’ —
but your cliques are dangerous because they
threaten regional security”. Where you stand
depends on where you sit.
TwobigfactorsarebehindChina’srethinking. One was the surprising emergence of
American domestic political consensus on
challengingChina.Beijingwasconvincedthat
President Joe Biden would reverse his predecessor’s confrontation with China. Beijing believedthatDonaldTrumpwasanexceptionto
the longstanding US policy of deeper economic integration with China and sustained
politicalengagement.ButBidenhassimplyreinforcedTrump’sstrategy.Chinaisperhapsthe
only issue that cuts across the deepening politicaldivideintheUS.Thatbringsustothesecond big factor.
Trump thought that alliances are a burden on US taxpayers and relentlessly trashed
long-standing allies in Europe and Asia.
Biden, in contrast, has made alliances a critical element of his China strategy. The idea
was to create “situations of strength” vis-avis China by rebuilding US alliances and developing new coalitions.
In Asia, the Biden administration moved
quickly to strengthen the traditional security
tieswithitsalliesinnortheastAsia—Japanand
South Korea. It also elevated the Quad to the
leaders-level within weeks after Biden took
charge and had a physical summit in
Washington six months later. It also announcedtheAUKUS.NotonlyhasWashington
backed the British aspirations to regain a security role in Asia, but also encouraged the
EuropeanstofocusontheChinaquestionand
contributetoIndo-Pacificsecurity.Bidentravelled to Europe in June this year to revitalise
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation.
Biden also decided on an early summit
with Russian President Vladimir Putin that
took place in Geneva at the end of his
Europeantour.Whiletheideaof Americaseparating Russia from China continues to look
fanciful,Washingtonnowrecognises theimportance of keeping channels open to

Disha Nawani

C R Sasikumar

Moscow.Itwasonlyaftergettinghisducksin
a row that Biden had his first summit with Xi
Jinping earlier this month.
Biden’s team believed that the greatest
strength of the US was its wide network of
allies and partners. And that mobilising
them was the key to rebalancing relations
with China. What about China’s own alliances and partnerships?
While China’s economic reach is now
globalanddeep,politicalandmilitaryalliances
have not been part of Beijing’s tradition. To be
sure, Beijing’s ties with Moscow have never
beenascloseastheyare.Chinaalsohasstrong
alliance-like relations with North Korea and
Pakistan. But there can be little comparison
though between the kind of strengths that
American allies bring to the table with those
of China’s partners.
Although the US has more allies and partners, Beijing was betting on the proposition
thattheAsiangeopoliticalstructurewasturning,irretrievably,inChina’sfavour.Thisisbased
on a number of propositions.
One, America, located far from Asia, will
havetroubleovercomingthetyrannyof geographyinaconflictwithChina.Two,China’shard
power — both economic and military — relative to the US is growing rapidly and shifting
the local balance of power in its favour. Three,
theproximityofChinaandAsianregionalintegrationhavemadeBeijingthemostimportant
economicpartnerforthewholeregion.Beijing
believedthatfewAsiannationswouldwantto
spoiltheircommercialrelationswithChinaand
align with Washington. If someone did make
the mistake of embracing the US, Beijing was
confidenteconomicpunishmentwouldbring
them back to their senses.
Four, the vast imbalance in military
power between Beijing and its neighbours it
presumed would dissuade most Asian states
from considering armed confrontations
with China.
Five,Chinacountedonthefactthatitiseasiertobreakupcoalitionsthanbuildthem.The
country trying to construct a coalition will
needtomaintainunityofpurposeamongadiverse set of countries. That is not easy to do in
a sustained manner even in the most
favourable circumstances. A capable disruptorcanoffervaluablebilateraldealstoindividual members of the opposing coalition.
China has been confident, at least until
now, that it can tempt the US into a bilateral
deal in the name of shared great power interests and joint management of the world. But

China’s aggressive policies
have not brought the
political acquiescence that
Beijing expected from all its
neighbours. In fact, it has
had the opposite effect with
key neighbours. China,
which never stops to
emphasise its own
nationalism, appears to have
underestimated the depth of
similar sentiment in other
Asian states. In the past,
Asian nationalism was easily
mobilised against the US
and the West. Today, it is
driving many of China’s
neighbours into the US
camp. It is America and not
China that today talks about
the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of
Asian nations.

Chinese policies have driven the US towards
an unanticipated internal consensus on containing Beijing.
Making a friendly America into an enemy prematurely could go down as one of
Xi Jinping’s egregious strategic errors. For all
claims about America’s decline, history
points to the dangers of underestimating US
capacity for self-renewal and the will to retain its primacy.
China’s aggressive regional policies are
driving many countries like Australia, India,
Japan, the Philippines and Vietnam, towards
the US. All these countries who were hopeful
of deepertieswithChinaarenowunderpressure to find external support to cope with
Beijing’s threats.
WhilethemilitarybalanceofpowerinAsia
has certainly turned in China’s favour, it has
notcoweddownitsneighbours.Manyarepursuingstrongernationalmilitarycapabilitiesto
limit some of the threats from China. The US,
in turn, has begun to strengthen the defence
capabilities of Asian nations at the receiving
endof Chinesemilitarypower.China’sexpansionismhasledtotheinevitablemilitarisation
of its periphery.
China’s aggressive policies have not
broughtthepoliticalacquiescencethatBeijing
expectedfromallitsneighbours.Infact,ithas
had the opposite effect with key neighbours.
China,whichneverstopstoemphasiseitsown
nationalism,appearstohaveunderestimated
the depth of similar sentiment in other Asian
states. In the past, Asian nationalism was easily mobilised against the US and the West.
Today,itisdrivingmanyofChina’sneighbours
into the US camp. It is America and not China
thattodaytalksaboutthesovereigntyandterritorial integrity of Asian nations.
Meanwhile, Chinese diplomacy, once
hailedaswiseandfar-seeing,hasnowbecome
thetextbookcaseof hownottoconductbusinesswithotherstatesandsocieties,thanksto
its crude “wolf warriors”.
It has been quite fashionable in the West
as well as in the East, to proclaim that China’s
hegemony is inevitable, American decline is
terminal, and Asian coalitions are unsustainable.Thoseconclusionsareprematureatbest.
ForXiJinpinghassquanderedmanyofChina’s
natural geopolitical advantages.
The writer is director, Institute of South
Asian Studies, National University of Singapore
and contributing editor on international
affairs for The Indian Express

CAPFs must address structural issues to overcome stress among personnel
M P Nathanael
duringthefollowingtwoyears.In2019,43personnel committed suicide with the figure
touching 60 last year.
Brainstorming sessions held by senior officersinthepasthaveresultedindecisionsthat
have,tosomeextent,helpedamelioratethesituation. While yoga was introduced in almost
allthebattalionsoveradecadeback,ithashad
little effect. Mobile numbers of senior officers
areprominentlydisplayedinrecreationrooms
and messes of the men, allowing them access
forairingtheirgrievancesdirectlytoseniorofficers.Personnelareevenallowedtoseekpersonalinterviewswithseniorofficerstoexplain
their problems and seek redressal.
There can be no denying that stress has
contributed to the escalation of fratricide and
suicide cases in Central Armed Police Forces.
While CRPF officials attribute the recent incident in Sukma to “emotional stress” leading
to“suddenpsychologicaldisbalance”,thereasons for such stress call for a thorough study
and remedial action. Large number of vacancies in the forces make it difficult for supervisoryofficerstosendmenonleaveeventwice
ayear.Anyefforttoincreaseleaveentitlement
of the CAPFs is turned down on the plea that
theyarecivilianforcesandaretobegoverned
by the relevant rules. Defence personnel are
entitledto60daysof annualleave,apartfrom
30 days casual leave, while CAPF personnel
areentitledtoonly15dayscasualleave,apart
from 60 days earned leave. Before the strike

byCAPFpersonnelin1979,theywereentitled
to just 34 days of earned leave.
Frequentchangesof companycommandersandevencompanysecondincommand(inspector)haveadverseimpactsoncohesiveness,
whichisessentialformaintaininghighmorale.
Though it is ideal to have both in every company,oneofthemalwayshastobenecessarily
present. Incidents of fragging were very rare
until a few decades back because of the bond
that existed between the supervisory officers
and the men. Vacancies then were minimal.
The vacancies in CAPFs were nearly a lakh
asof January1,2019,whichshotupto1,27,120
on January 1, 2020, with CRPF alone having
nearly 25,000 vacant posts, including 550 for
gazettedofficers(GOs).BSFhad27,423vacanciesincluding487forGOs.Suchlarge-scalevacancies also affect the smooth functioning of
the organisations.
Thepostofonesubedarmajor(SM)issanctioned in all battalions and institutions. This is
a very important post which, in recent years,
hasnotbeenfullyused.TheSMkeepsthebattalion commanders in touch with the pulse of
themenonvariousissues,themostimportant
being the morale of men of the unit. This post
needs to be activated to avert such incidents.
Though the CRPF rules provide for the granting of the honorary company commander
(now assistant commandant) posts to exceptionallydeservingsubedars/SMs,thisperhaps
has never been implemented. Conferment of

suchhonoraryrankswhodonotmakeittothe
posts of regular assistant commandants will
boost their morale.
Overadecadeago,thebattalionsmovedas
one cohesive unit from one place to another.
Thesedays,athirdofthepersonnelofabattalionistransferredout,adverselyimpactingthe
bonding.Thepersonnelareexpectedtoadjust
themselves frequently in a new environment
andcultivateanewsetoffriendstosharetheir
woesandjoy.Restorationofthesystemofpostingpersonnelinabattalionuntiltheyattainthe
rank of sub-inspectors would instil a sense of
belonging. In their wisdom, senior officers of
yore decided to end the moving of battalions
in the pursuit of economy. But economising
cannot be at the cost of morale.
The CRPF has introduced the concept of
holding “chaupals” where the personnel will
be free to air their grievances in informal settings with senior officers. This is a creditable
step. However, not many may open up in the
presenceoftheircolleagues,whomaylateruse
thosedisclosurestomockthem.Completeprivacyshouldbeensuredwhenpersonnelmeet
theirseniorofficers,sothattheycancomeout
with their domestic problems candidly.
Losing lives in incidents of fratricide is deplorableandallstepsshouldbetakentoarrest
repeat of such incidents.
The writer isa formerinspector general of
police,CRPF

Thewriter is professor, School of Education,
TataInstitute ofSocialSciences, Mumbai

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
UNDERMINED

Broken bonds
THE RECENT KILLING of four personnel of the
50th Battalion of the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) by one of their colleagues,
Constable Reetesh Ranjan, at their camp in
Maraiguda Lingalapalli village of Sukma districtofChhattisgarhhasonceagainhighlighted
the need for an overhaul of the grievances redressalmechanismintheforce.Theconstable,
whowastotakethepostat4amonNovember
8,gotreadyandbeganfiringathissleepingcolleagues around 3.30 am, seriously injuring
sevenof them.Afterhehademptiedthemagazine, he was overpowered by other personnel in the barrack.
Of the seven injured, four succumbed to
their injuries while the remaining have been
admittedtoahospital.Preliminaryreportsand
a video recording indicate that the constable
was irked by certain jokes targeting him and
hiswife.Twopersonnelof theBorderSecurity
Force (BSF) were killed at Khagrachari post in
Gomati district of Tripura on September 24
whenaconstableturnedhisgunonaheadconstable, killing him on the spot. The constable
was then shot by another constable, when he
trained his gun on a sub-inspector.
As many as 18 deaths due to incidents of
fratricide in CRPF alone have been reported in
the last four years. Coupled with a growing
number of suicides, the conclusion drawn is
thatthepersonnelareonashortfusethatonly
needsatrigger.Asmanyas29CRPFpersonnel
committedsuicidein2016.Thefigureroseto38

THEREISNOreasontobelievethatthereisa
connectionbetween“whatchildrenlearnin
schools”andrecenteventssuchasthelynching of a Dalit youth to death in Punjab, social
media tweets against actor Shah Rukh Khan
for the arrest of his son, Aryan Khan and uproar over Fabindia advertising Diwali as
Jashn-e-Riwaaz.Underlyingtheseeventsare
deep-rootedprejudices,stereotypes,expressionsof self-righteousness,mistrustandhatred for those “different” from us — in terms
ofgender,religion,casteandclass.Amoreappropriatequestiontoaskperhapswouldthen
be,“whatistheroleofschools”intheformation of prejudices/stereotypes.
We must begin by acknowledging that
schools are a microcosm of the larger society.If therearecleavagesinsociety,theywill
get reflected in schools. For example, a Dalit
girl’s experience will be different from a
Brahmin boy, even if they go to the same
school.Thisisbecause,foreachchild,thesocialrealityoutsideof schoolwillalsoimpact
whatheexperiencesinsideschoolsbecause
of messages, either manifest or hidden,
transmitted in schools.
Now let us examine how schools treat
their students. On the one hand, they have
homogenising rituals such as mandating a
schooluniform,commonassemblyandcommon modes of teaching, evaluating and disciplining imposing the same code of conduct/expectations from everyone. On the
other hand, there are rituals that are meant
to mark/grade and separate students from
each other. This is most evident in the way
high achievers are rewarded, made to wear
marks of distinction, sometimes even physically separating them from the so-called
weaker sections.
Thiswouldleadustobelievethatschools
givelittleweightagetodifferentformsofcapital—economic,socialandculturalresources
that students may or may not possess dependingonwheretheycomefromandhow
that influences their performance in school.
Instead of acknowledging diversity, stratificationandassociatedinequalityanddiscrimination schools pretend that all is well in the
world outside and shut themselves off from
divergentexperiencesthatdifferentchildren
may have. There are safeguards in the form
of syllabi, prescribed textbooks and focused
examinations that ensure the child’s world
—knowledge,language,culture,experiences
—isnotallowedentryintotheschool.While
this is made explicit in all formal and informal communication to students and their
parents, there is another way in which most
students’ experiences are distorted in the
classroom. Textbooks, the central pivot
aroundwhichteaching-learningrevolves,are
responsible for perpetuating symbolic violence against certain social groups living on
the margins of society by either ignoring or

misrepresenting them.
For instance, women, and other social
groupsonthegenderspectrum,peoplewith
disabilities, hardly find any presence in textbooks.Iftheydo,theyarecaricaturedorpresentedinapoorlight.Thereareexamplesgaloreofwomenshownasbeingdumb,people
with disabilities as helpless or even wicked,
peoplefromlowerclassesasbeingdirtyand
lazy,Dalitsasbeinginferioranddeservingof
hardships and tribals as being steeped in orthodoxy and superstition. Minorities, either
linguisticorreligious,alsomeetthesamefate.
Loose, irresponsible statements are made in
textbooks, which are then reinforced by
teachersintheclassroom.Socialinequalities
present in the real world are thus replicated
inside schools.
Anotherseriouslimitationwithourtextbooksisthetendencytokeepthemsanitised,
withnomentionofanysocialevilorconflicts.
Thisisdonetokeepyoungmindsawayfrom
the ill effects of all that is bad in society.
Ironically, a child experiencing discriminationdayinanddayoutinhisreallifeistransported to a make-believe world where all is
well.Achildwearingaskullcapbeingteased
outside the class and accused of being a terroristonenteringtheclassroomreadsatextbook, which says, “Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Isai
apasmeinbhaibhai”.NaziaErum,inherbook
MotheringaMuslim,basedonsystematicresearchinschoolsacrossseveralcitiesinIndia
shows how Muslim children are teased by
being called “terrorist” and “Pakistani”.
Similarly, a Dalit child living a life on the
fringesofhisvillageisgiventobelievethatall
is well with school and society. Sociologists,
Murali Krishna and Govardhan Wankhede,
intheirautobiographies,poignantlypresent
experiences of discrimination and humiliationtheyfacedintheirchildhoodbothinside
and outside school.
Addedtothisisthepedagogicnecessityto
passively accept whatever is taught in
schools.Prejudicesbecomeourlens,shaping
the way we look at the world and others
aroundus.Asadults,weclingtothemasthey
help us justify our misdeeds against others.
The National Curriculum Framework
2005 radically tried to shift the nature of
schooling in India. Social science textbooks,
particularlySocialandPoliticalLife,wereoutstanding in several ways. Instead of adopting an attitude of an ostrich they acknowledged inequity in society, brought in
subalternliteratureandvoices,andaccorded
legitimacytomultipleworldviews.Contrary
to the spirit in which NCF was written, one
finds it difficult to understand why sacrifice
is espoused and valued in the National
EducationPolicy,2020.Eklavya’ssacrificeof
histhumbasgurudakshinatoDronacharyais
celebrated in our textbooks rather than beingcondemned.Inagrosslyunequalsociety,
it is not difficult to imagine that who will be
expected to sacrifice and to whom, and the
“we” in school and society will continue to
engage in acts of violence. While we take
pride in inflicting violence on those weaker
thanus,witheachsuchact,webecomemore
dehumanised.

THIS REFERS TOthearticle, ‘Makingthe
House work’ (IE, November 29). The
government’sbacktrackingonthefarm
laws has cast the spotlight on the functioning of Parliament yet again. In recent times, a number of laws have been
passed with little discussion, purely on
thestrengthof therulingparty’smajority. The Opposition and civil society
havebeenpainted,moreoftenthannot,
as a nuisance and their protests suppressed. The regular defection of MPs
and MLAs to rival parties, lack of critical debate on proposed laws, and the
interference of the executive pose a
threat to the independence of the
Parliament. The repeal of the farm laws
should prompt the government to take
cognizance of this fact.
Ila Railkar, Mumbai

COMEDY DENIED
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Faruqui
show in Bengaluru cancelled; he says:
hate has won, I’m done’ (IE, November
29). It seems like comedy has no place
in Indian society. Stand-up comedian
Munawar Faruqui has announced he
will hang up his boots after several
shows across the country were cancelled. Vir Das is facing the heat for his
“two Indias” comment. Where are we
heading? Some of these comedians
may have stepped on certain sensitive
issues but do we need to keep targeting
them to such an extent that they are
forced to give up? It’s time we broaden
our perspective. It’s time we accept the
little “comedy of errors” committed by
our stand-up comedians. Life is one big
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comedy, let’s live it!

Melville X D’Souza, Mumbai

CATEGORY CLARITY
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial,‘Newhorizons’ (IE, November 29). It is no doubt a
matterof satisfactiontoseethestatusof
our two neighbouring countries being
upgradedfromLDCtodevelopingcountries. It is also time to have a look at the
multiplicity of classifications for countriesbydifferentagenciessuchastheUN,
WTO and World Bank and the different
methodsanddifferentterminologyused
bythem.Somedevelopedcountriesalso
classify others, using their own criteria.
The case of the Trump administration
deeming India to be a developed countryandnotadevelopingoneisanexample. The status of a country has importanttrade,resourceallocationandother
implications and it is, therefore, important to have a consistent approach to
country classification. All countries
should take this matter up in earnest.
Hemant Contractor, Pune

TMC HYPOCRISY
THISREFERSTOthereport,‘InTMCcandidate list, family ties run deep’ (IE,
November 28). Trinamool Congress
chief Mamata Banerjee always accuses
the Congress of dynastic rule while the
list of her party’s candidates for the
KMC elections shows that wards, relatives of the ministers, leaders close to
her were nominated, including her sister-in-law. This proves that she doesn’t
practice what she preaches.
S S Paul, Nadia

12 EXPRESS NETWORK
Jammu: A teenager from PoK, who had
crossed over to Poonch district from across
the LoC last week, was on Monday booked
by the J&K Police under provisions of the
Egress and Internal Movement (Control)
Ordinance. Sources said he was initially
questioned by the Army.
ENS

CX.´fi. ´ffUSX MÑfÔÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f d»f. BÊd³fdUQf Af¸fÔÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff A³fb·fUe I f¹fÊQf¹fe
ÀfÔÀ±ffAûÔ/R ¸fûË ÀfZ BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f IZ
d³f¹f³Âf¯ff²fe³f dUd·f³³f ´ffSZ¿f¯f J¯OûÔ IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹fûË/Ii ¹f WZ°fb BÊd³fd½fQfEZÔ BÊ-´fûMÊ»f etender.up.nic.in ´fS
AfÔ¸fdÂf°f I e þf°fe W` Ü BÊ-d³fdUQf Jb»f³fZ I e
d°fd±f ´fS AUI fVf Wû³fZ I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ BÊd³fdUQf A¦f»fZ I f¹fÊ dQUÀf ¸fZÔ Jû»fe þf¹fZ¦feÜ
BÊ-d³fdUQfAûÔ I û d¶f³ff I ûBÊ I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ
AÀUeI fS/dU·ffdþ°f I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS
A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ ´ffÀf ÀfbS dÃf°f SWZ¦ffÜ
IÈ ´f¹ff dUÀ°fÈ°f ªff³fI fSe, OfC³f »fûO, A³¹f
ÀfÔVfû²f³fûÔ EUÔ BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fiÀ°fb°f I S³fZ IZ
dQ³ffÔI °fI dUÀ°ffS AfdQ IZ Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZÔ
IÈ ´f¹ff etender.up.nic.in ´fS »ffg¦f Af³f
I SZÔÜ dUUS¯f d³f¸³f ´fiI fS W`- BÊ-d³fdUQf
ÀfÔ£¹ff, I f¹fÊ I f dUUS¯f, I f¹fÊ I e
A³fb¸ffd³f°f »ff¦f°f, Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI , ²fSûWS
SfdVf EUÔ d³fdUQf I f ¸fc»¹f IZ Ii ¸f ¸fZÔ ´fPÞ f
þf¹fZÜ 1. ETC/MU/T-117/202122:- (Ad°f-A»´fIYfd»fIY) d½fôb°f 400
IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi J¯O, ¸fbªfµR S³f¦fS IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f 400 IZ .½fe. d½f¿¯fb´fi¹ff¦f¸fbªfµR S³f¦fS dõ´f±f ´ffSm ¿f¯f »ffBÊ³f I f
½ffd¿fÊI Af²ffS ´fS A³fbS Ãf¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ ÷ .
97.54 »ffJÜ dQ³ffaI 06.12.2021,
(°fI ³feI e ·ff¦f ´ffMÊ -1 Jû»f³fZ WZ °fb) ÷ .
97,600/-, ÷ . 5,900/- (I S ÀfdW°f)Ü
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff d½fôb°f ´ffSmX¿f¯f
¸f¯OX»f CX.´fi.´ff.MÑXf.IYf.d»f. ·fû´ff SXûOX,
¸fbªfµRYSX³f¦fSX RYû³f ³fa.:- 0131-2608038
´fÂffaIY/No. 2931/ d½f.´ff.¸f.(ETC)/
¸fb.³f¦fSX(MZN)/ dQ³ffaIY/DATED
29.11.2021

Police to investigate ‘secret meeting’
between Param Bir, Sachin Waze
SAGAR RAJPUT &
VALLABH OZARKAR

MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 29
HOURS AFTER the state-appointed
Chandiwal
Commissioncancelledthebailablewarrantissuedagainstformer Mumbai Police commissioner Param Bir Singh, an
inquirywasinitiatedintoanalleged “secret meeting” betweenSinghanddismissedpoliceman Sachin Waze.
Singh and Waze -- an undertrial prisoner who is the
main accused in the Antilia securityscarecaseandisbeinginvestigated by the NIA -- allegedlymetinaseparateroom
in the premises where the
Chandiwal Commission holds
its hearings, without seeking
the judge's permission. The

Param Bir Singh (left) and Sachin Waze appeared before
the Chandiwal Commission on Monday. Ganesh Shirsekar
MumbaiPolicewillconductan
inquiry into the incident and
submit its report to the Navi
Mumbai Police, who shall take
action against the four policemen -- including one who allowed the alleged meeting to
takeplace.Earlierintheday,the
former Mumbai Police commissioner presented himself
before the commission.
TheChandiwal
Commission was
appointed by the

governmenttoprobeSingh'sallegations of corruption against
former Maharashtra home
ministerAnilDeshmukh.Ithad
issued a bailable warrant
againsthimonSeptember7afterhefailedtoappearbeforeit.
After Singh resurfaced last
week, his lawyers filed an application before the commissionseekingcancellationofthe
bailable warrant, which the
commission granted on
Monday.
“Itisinformedthatillhealth

and other ailments precluded
himfromremainingphysically
present before this commission. Based on protection extended by Hon'ble Supreme
Court by order dated 22nd
November 2021, Singh has
cause to ensure his presence
before the commission,” read
theorder. Thebailablewarrant
was cancelled and Singh was
fined Rs 15,000.
Singh reached the Old
Secretariat Building Annex in
Fort at 10.30 am. The commissionsitsonthesecondfloor.The
officeoftheHomeguardsissituated on the first floor of the
samebuilding.Singhfirstwent
tohisofficeandspentabouthalf
an hour there. He then appeared before the commission
at about 11.05 am.
Meanwhile, Waze had also
been brought to the building
and marked his presence before the commission, but he
wasnotscheduledtodeposeon
Monday. The meeting betweenhimandSinghisalleged

tohavetakenplaceintheroom
next door to where the commissionholdsitshearings.Their
meeting allegedly went on as
Waze'sfourpoliceescortsstood
outside. Following the alleged
meeting, at around 12:05 pm,
Singhandhislawyersreturned
tothecommissionandfiledan
affidavit in which Singh reiterated that he had nothing more
to add or depose before it.
When Deshmukh’s lawyer
flagged the “secret meeting”
between Singh and Waze, the
judge instructed Waze to
henceforthsitinthesameroom
as the commission.
The public prosecutor,
Shishir Hiray, said, “There was
no permission granted by the
judgeforanymeetingwithajail
inmate.”Singh’slawyerdidnot
reply to calls and messages.
Mumbai Zone 1 DCP Hari
Balaji said they decided to
transfertheinquirytotheNavi
Mumbai Police as the four policemen are posted in that
jurisdiction.

Alwar: Man
dies day after
detention
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR, NOVEMBER 29

A 26-YEAR-OLD man from
Madhya Pradesh, who was
brought to a police station in
Rajasthan’s Alwar district
along with a group of people
for identity verification and
was later released, died a day
after, said officials.
Policesaidtheman,identified as Amar Singh who was
livinginAlwarasagarbagecollector, was brought to the NEB
police station on the night of
November 27 along with 42
others. They were released
withinanhour,policesaid.ASP
SaritaSinghsaidinitiallysome
peopleheldthepoliceresponsible but his family members
latersaidthattheydidn’twant
any action against the police.

‘CITIZENSHIP IMPORTANT’

Gauhati HC sets
aside tribunal order
declaring five of a
family as foreigners
TORA AGARWALA

AIZAWL, NOVEMBER 29
THE GAUHATI High Court last
week set aside an ex-parte order
by a Foreigners’ Tribunal (FT) declaring a Cachar district resident
and his family members as “foreigners”andsaidthatthepetitionersshouldbegivenanotheropportunity to prove they are Indians.
The court also said such opinions
declaring people as “foreigners”
should be made on the basis of
analysisandnotasa“default”.
In 2018, a tribunal in Cachar
declared Rajendra Das and four
of his family members as “foreigners” after they failed to appear before it following summons the previous year.
Hearing a writ petition, a
bench of Justices N Kotiswar
SinghandMalasriNandisaidthat
thepetitionersshouldbeoffered
another opportunity to “prove
thattheyareIndiansandnotforeigners”. The judges said that if
thepetitionerswereabletoprove
the authenticity of the documents presented before the
court, they “may have a legitimate claim that they are Indians
and not foreigners”. The petitionerhadsubmittedtothecourt
voters’ lists of 1965 and 1970, in
whichthenamesof Das’parents
werementioned,andamarriage
certificate of Das and his wife issued by the Mahadevpur gaon
panchayat in Cachar. The HC
askedthefivepeopletoreappear
before the same tribunal on or
before December 24.
Das, his wife Renubala and
three minor children were declared foreigners by an ex-parte
order (in the absence of these
persons) in April 2018 by the FT4thof Cachar.Atthetime,thetribunal said that Das did not appear for the proceedings nor did
he file a written statement after
seeking time. Das’s counsel previously said he could not attend
the hearing because of ill health.
InitsjudgmentonNovember

24, the HC said it was “conscious
of the fact that ex-parte orders
cannot be interfered in a routine
manner” but the case pertained
to a very important right of a
person: citizenship.
It said that despite an FT being “merely quasi-judicial in nature”, an opinion that a person is
a foreigner “almost seals the fate
of the proceedee as far as the issue of citizenship is concerned”.
For this reason, Foreigners’
Tribunals should pass an
opiniononlyafter“analysingthe
evidence” and “not by way of
default”,asithadinDas'case,the
judges said.
Last week's order emphasised on the importance of citizenship in today’s world and
said: “It is through citizenship
that a person can enjoy and enforce fundamental rights and
other legal rights conferred by
the Constitution and other
statutes,withoutwhichaperson
cannot lead a meaningful life
with dignity... A person stripped
of citizenshipwouldberendered
a stateless person...”
Human rights lawyer Aman
Wadud said the verdict was “exactly how a constitutional court
should protect the most important right of a citizen”. “Assam is
staring at a major statelessness
crisis, I am glad that the High
Courthasacknowledgedtherisk
of statelessness of the petitioners in the case,” he said, adding
that he hoped that FTs across
Assam would follow the observations of the court.
Wadud said the order was
significantbecausemanypeople
were declared foreigners by exparte because of non-delivery of
notices or they fail to appear before the tribunal due to ill health
and financial problems. “This is
a major obstacle,” he said.
In 2019, Minister of State for
HomeGKReddytoldParliament
thatbetween1985andFebruary
28, 2019, FTs in Assam have declared 63,959 people as foreigners in ex-parte proceedings.

Bihar teachers’
body protests
over delay in
appointments
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, NOVEMBER 29
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, CIRCLE NO.1
RAIPUR (C.G.)

Tender Notice (1st Call)

Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our
website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

CORRIGENDUM

PUB/0856

J&K POLICE BOOK MINOR TEEN
WHO CROSSED OVER FROM PoK
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Corrigendum to e-tender no. EWS
-WKS-T-31-2021-22-2 Dt.05.11.2021
regarding change of the General
Conditions & Special Conditions for the
work of "Operation of Railway's
Stationary Flash Butt Welding Machine
and other connected machines &
accessor ies, infrastr ucture at
FBWP/Moula-Ali for carrying out Flash
Butt Welding work of new and second
hand rails of various sections including
unloading, leading & loading of
52/60Kg/any other rails/ rail panels,
End cropping of CI-II rails,
transportation of rails from FBWP/MLY
to EWS/LGD or other places, repairs
and maintenance of 10/20RP EUR
rakes, gantries, 2T capacity Electrical
hoists, Roller conveyer system and
other existing infrastructure (other than
Stationary Flash Butt Welding Plant
and connected machines &
a c c e s s o r i e s ) a s p e r R a i l w ay s
requirement to convert single rails into
10/20 rail welded panels for a period of
12 months".
In connection with the above e-tender
no, the following corrigendum is to be
issued.

E-tenderNo.EWS-WKS-T-31-2021-22-2
Description of item: Tender closing
date &time
Earlier Published as :
13.12.2021&15.00 hrs
Now to be published as : 28.12.2021
& 15.00 hrs
Note: Other Terms and Conditions of
the above Tender Notice remain
unchanged.
Dy. Chief Engineer/EWS/
Lallaguda
A1342/21

Your Convenience - Our Concern

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,
Please visit website at
http://www.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

Contractors, Registered appropriate class in Unified
Registration System (e-Registration) invited Online tenders for the
following works:NIT No./
Name of Work
Probable
System
amount of
Tender No.
contract
1
2
3
170/86727 B.T. Renewal Work of 1. Dharsiwa-Kurra- Rs. 148.59
Lakh
Khairkhut-Lakhna-Bhumiya Road In Km 19,
20 & 21/2 = 2.20 Km. 2.Dharsiwa- KurraKhairkhut-Lakhna-Bhumiya Road In Km
21/4 To 23/4 = 2.20 Km.

B.T. Renewal of Semariya-Nardaha171/86729 Dhansuli-Baradera Road, From Length - 1/2 Rs. 102.91
Lakh
to 2/10 = 2.00 Km., Raipur (C.G.) 2. B.T.
Renewal of Raipur-Palari-Baloda Bazar
Diversion Road, Length-2.00 km., Raipur
(C.G.) 3. B.T. Renewal of Hathbandh-Tendua
Road, Length-2.00 Km., Raipur (C.G.)
172/86730 B.T. RENEWAL OF TOHDA-BHILAUNI Rs. 44.64
ROAD AT (Km. 1/2 TO 3/10) = 3.00 KM
Lakh
Last Date of Tender Download Date up to 19.12.2021 Time 17.30 PM.
● Note:- All eligible/interested contractors are mandated to get
enrolled on the e Procurement portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in)
in order to download the tender documents and participate in the subsequent bidding process.
Sd/Superintending Engineer
P.W.D. Raipur Circle No.-1
65438
Raipur (C.G.)

AN ASSOCIATION of candidates
selected as teachers on Monday
went on an indefinite strike in
Patna to protest against an alleged delay in appointments of
around 38,000 school teachers.
Theseteacherswereselected
after counselling five months
ago. Another round of counselling is due.
Around 500 members of the
Bihar State Teachers Eligibility
Test (BTET)/ Central Teachers
Eligibility Test (CTET) Uttirn
Abhayarthi Sangh began their
protest at Gardanibagh in the
state capital.
State president of the teachers' body Rajendra Singh said
the Bihar government had assured appointment letters by
August 15.
“We cannot understand reason for the delay. We need to intensify the stir,” he said.
Governmentofficialssaidthe
process will be completed soon.
Bihar Additional Secretary (education) Sanjay Kumar, told The
Indian Express: “The process of
counsellinghastobecompleted.
About1200niyojanunits are yet
to conclude counselling. Once it
is done, we will begin the
process of appointments.”

Office of the Superintending Engineer
12th Circle P.W.D. Pauri
Fax & Phone No. 01368-222322
E-mail:-sepwdpauricircle@gmail.com

Letter No 6846/141 Yata-12/2021-22

Notice Inviting Tender

Dated 29.11.2021

Superintending Engineer, 12th Circle, Public Works Department Pauri on
behalf of Hon’ble Governor of Uttarakhand, invites item rate e-tender (two bid
system) of the following works. For further details please log on in to
http://www.uktenders.gov.in from 06.12.2021.
SI.
No.

Name of work

1
2
1. Construction of 150m
Span double lane RCC
bridge over Been River
at Chila Pashulok motor
road Under the CM
Ghosna No. 155/ 2018
Yamkeshwar Assembly
Consitituency

Earnest
Cost Validity
Time of
Contractor’s
money (in
of
of
completion category of
Rs. Lakh) Tender tender
In month
Registration
in Days
3
4
5
6
7
39.72
5000 +
180
18
Category A or
18%
higher with for
G.S.T
Bridge work in
Central / State
Govt. or any
PSU
under
Central / State
Govt.
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1,600-yr-old archaeological site found in Haryana
SUKHBIR SIWACH

CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 29
A ROUGHLY 1,600-year-old archaeologicalsitehasbeendiscoverednearHaryana’s
Sandhai village (Yamunanagar district)
with ties to lost habitations along the legendary Saraswati river.
The archaeologists have claimed to
havefoundevidenceof “continuedhabitation”andareligiousplace,probablyatemple, at the medieval site at what would
oncehavebeenthebankof Saraswatiriver.
A team of officials headed by Haryana
Saraswati Heritage Development Board’s
deputychairman,DhumanSinghKirmach,
andstatearchaeologydepartment’sdeputy
director, Banani Bhattacharya, recently visitedthesiteafteravillagerBalwinderSingh
initiallyfoundsixantiquecoinsinanoldfort
spread across two acres.
Since then, as many as 33 coins have
been found there apart from bricks, earth-

enware and remains of a statue.
Kirmach said: “There are several old sites at the bank of
Saraswati river from Adi Badri to
RajasthanborderinHaryana.The
signsof habitationshowthepeo-

ple used to settle here because of
the availability of drinking water
from the river.” Adi Badri is a
place in the foothills of Shivalik
range, 9 km from the newly located historical site.

NEHRU MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND LIBRARY
Teen Murti House, New Delhi-110011

(Autonomous Body set up by the Govt. of India)
The Nehru Memorial Museum & Library (NMML), an Autonomous Body
under the Ministry of Culture, seeks qualified candidates for appointment
to the post of Director, Nehru Planetarium.
Post: Director, Nehru Planetarium
No. of Post: One (1)
Category: Unreserved
Age: Below 50 years as on 31st December, 2021
Pay Scale: Level-11 (Rs. 67700-208700)
Eligibility: For details like qualification and experience required, general
please
visit
NMML
instructions
etc.,
website
www.nehrumemorial.nic.in.
Interested candidates may send their applications along with self
attested copies of educational qualifications and experience certificates,
etc to this office address i.e. The Director, Nehru Memorial Museum &
Library, Teen Murti House, New Delhi- 110011 so as to reach latest by
31st December, 2021.
davp 09142/11/0016/2122

IDBI Bank Ltd., Chapra, Bihar,
Appendix IV [(Rule 8(1)]
Kashatriya Niwas Complex, Shiv
POSSESSION NOTICE
Nandan Road, Chapra- 841301,
(For Immovable property)
Bihar
CIN: L65190MH2004GOI148838
Whereas, the undersigned being the authorized officer of the IDBI Bank Ltd., Chapra, Bihar under
the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13 (12) read with rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice on the date mentioned against
the accounts calling upon the borrower/guarantor/mortgagor to repay the amount as mentioned
against the account within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrower/guarantor/
mortgagor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby issued to the borrower/guarantor/
mortgagor and in the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property
described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub-section (4) of section 13
of Act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on the dates mentioned
against the accounts. The borrower/guarantor/mortgagor in particular and the public in general are
hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealing with the property will be subject to
the charge of IDBI Bank Ltd., Chapra, Bihar, for the amounts mentioned below plus applicable
interest and costs/charge thereon.The borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section(8)
of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.
Sl. A)Name of the 1) Date of Demand
No.
borrower
Notice
B)Name of the 2) Date of Possession
mortgagor/ 3) Claim amount as
per Demand
guarantor
Notice
1. A) Smt. Kanti 1) 15.09.2021
Singh, W/O
2) 24.11.2021
Sri Ravindra
3) `14,36,492.78
Chaudhary
(Rupees Fourteen Lakh
B) Sri Ravindra Thirty Six Thousand
Chaudhary S/O Four Hundred Ninety
Sri Vishwanath Two and Seventy Eight
Paise only) and interest
Prasad
thereon.
Place : Chapra
Date : 24.11.2021

Description of the Property

All the part and parcel of the property Village
Dahiyawan Tola, Near Jagdam College, Bintoli Road,
Thana-Chapra Muffasil, Area-2 Katha, Thana No.284,
Tauzi No.3567, Khata No.-96, Plot No.1408. Bounded:
On the North by: Devi Lal Rai, On the South by:
Gramin Kachha Road, On the East by: Birndra Rai and
Others, On the West by: Jitendra Rai. Together with
all buildings and structures thereon and all plant
and machinery attached to the earth or permanently
fastened to anything attached to the earth.
Sd/- Authorized Officer
IDBI Bank Ltd.
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Virgil Abloh
USA

Fashiondesigner
VirgilAblohdies
ofcancerat41

VIRGIL ABLOH, a leading
designer whose groundbreaking fusions of
streetwear and high couture made him one of the
most
celebrated
tastemakers in fashion
and beyond, has died of
cancer. He was 41. Abloh’s
death was announced
Sunday by the luxury
group LVMH (Louis
Vuitton Moët Hennessy)
and Abloh’s own OffWhite label, which he
founded in 2013. Abloh
was the artistic director
for Louis Vuitton’s
menswear,buthisubiquitous, consumer-friendly
presence in culture was
wide-ranging and dynamic. In 2018, Abloh became the first Black artistic director of men’s wear
at Louis Vuitton in the
Frenchdesignhouse’sstoried history.
AP

AUSTRALIA

GovturgesFB
tobackanti-troll
defamationlaw

FACEBOOK WILL show it
has no interest in making
the online world safe if it
quits Australia over laws
holding it liable for
defamation on its platform, Prime Minister
Scott Morrison said on
Monday. In the latest of
several attempts to hold
global internet companiestogreateraccountfor
content on their platforms,Australia plans to
make them share the
identities of people with
anonymous accounts if
another person accuses
themof defamation.If the
social media company
fails to give that information,it must assume legal
liability.
REUTERS

UAE

Nomorejailfor
thosebringing
THCintocountry

THE UNITED Arab
Emirates has eased some
of its harsh drug laws, relaxing penalties for travellers who arrive in the
country with products
containing THC, the main
intoxicating chemical in
cannabis. The new law,
published Sunday in the
UAE’s official gazette,
says people caught carrying food, drinks and other
items with cannabis into
the country will no
longer land in prison if it’s
their first time. Instead,
authorities will confiscate and destroy the
products.
AP

MEANWHILE

RARE WHALES NEAR NYC: SHIPS TOLD TO SLOW DOWN
ScientistshavedetectedararespeciesofwhalesoutheastofNewYorkCity,andtheUSgovernmentisusing
avoluntaryprotectedzonetotrytokeepthemsafe.Therearefewerthan350NorthAtlanticrightwhales
left,accordingtoscientists.AnacousticarraydetectedthepresenceofthewhalesintheareaonNov20.

JAPAN BANS ALL FOREIGN TRAVELLERS; AUSTRALIA DELAYS REOPENING

More travel bans, curbs as Omicron
cases found in Portugal, Scotland
Concerts coming
back to S Korea,
but fans told
not to sing along

NYT & AP

NOVEMBER 29
JAPAN ON Monday joined Israel
and Morocco in barring all foreign travellers, and Australia delayed reopening its borders for
two weeks, as more countries
sealedthemselvesoffinresponse
to the new Omicron variant of
thecoronavirus.Thevariantcontinued to spread around the
world, with Scotland, Portugal
andSpainidentifyingnewcases.
TheJapaneseprimeminister,
Fumio Kishida, said that Japan
wouldreverseamoveearlierthis
month to reopen its borders to
short-term business travellers
and international students.
The emergence of the
Omicron variant in southern
Africa has left countries around
theworldscramblingtorespond,
with some instituting or consideringsweepingtravelbans,while
othershaveputinplacemorefocused, but also more discriminatory, border prohibitions.
Some countries proceeded
with their plans to reopen on
Monday, like Singapore and
Malaysia, which opened their
land border. South Korea, on the
other hand, announced that it
was delaying any loosening of
social distancing restrictions.
The moves by Japan, Israel

Travellers being tested for Covid at Sydney Airport. Reuters
and Morocco to close off to all
foreigners stood in contrast to
those in places like the United
States, Britain, Canada and the
European Union, which have all
announced bans on travellers
only from southern Africa.
Meanwhile, Indonesia on
Monday joined a small but
growing list of countries to bar
travel with Hong Kong as well as
the southern African region.

New cases

Cases had already been reported in EU nations Belgium,
DenmarkandtheNetherlandsbe-

forePortugueseauthoritiesidentified 13 omicron infections
among members of the
Belenenses professional soccer
team. Authorities reported one
memberhadrecentlytravelledto
South Africa. A game over the
weekend had be abandoned at
halftime for lack of players.
Spain also reported its first
confirmed case of the variant. It
wasdetectedinatravellerwhoreturnedSundayfromSouthAfrica
after making a stopover in
Amsterdam,oneof Madrid’smajor public hospitals tweeted.
AndafterScotlandreportedits

firstsixcases,FirstMinisterNicola
Sturgeon warned that “there
might already be some communitytransmissionof thisvariant.”

UK to give boosters
to all adults
Britain expanded its Covid19 booster programme to
everyone 18 and older, making
millions more people eligible.
Up until now, booster shots
were available only to those 40
and over and people particularly vulnerable to the virus.
The UK has reported about a
dozen omicron cases.

AT THE first BTS concert of the
coronavirus era on Saturday,
Maggie Larin, 25, and her three
friends were surrounded by a
roaring crowd of 70,000 other
fans in Inglewood, California.
But when Lee Hye Su, 23, and
hertwofriendsgotoseetheK-pop
group The Boyz in Seoul next
weekend, she will be seated
silently, masked and socially distanced,alongsideonly2,100other
fans,accordingtothevenue’srules.
As K-pop bands start touring
the world and performing for
liveaudiencesagain,fansintheir
home country, South Korea, are
flocking to stadiums. But they
must abide by the government’s
strict rules: no shouting, chanting or singing along at concerts
with 500 or more attendees.
Live K-pop concerts are returning to South Korea as hospitalizations are rising across the
country and the spread of a new
variant alarms the world. The
health minister, Kwon Deokcheol, said the government was
considering tightening some
restrictions.
NYT

Biden says Omicron variant a cause for concern, not panic
SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
NOVEMBER 29

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden sought
to reassure the nation on
MondayaboutthenewOmicron
variantof thecoronavirusascrucial questions about it remain,
telling Americans that the variant is “a cause for concern, not a

cause for panic,” and that his administration was working with
vaccine manufacturers to modify vaccines and booster shots
should that prove necessary.
“We’re throwing everything
we have at this virus, tracking it
from every angle,” Biden said at
the White House, adding, “I’m
sparing no effort, removing all
roadblocks to keep the

US President Joe Biden

American people safe.”
The president said he would
outline “a strategy for how we
are going to fight Covid this winter, not with shutdowns or with
lockdowns,butwithmorewidespread vaccinations, boosters,
testing and more.” The variant
has yet to be detected in the US.
Biden has already restricted
travel from eight nations, includ-

ing South Africa, a move that experts said would buy the US time
in determining how to respond.
Butitwilllikelybeaweek,possibly
two weeks, before experts know
moreaboutthenewvariant.Ithas
mutationsthatscientistsfearcould
make it more infectious and less
susceptibletovaccines,thoughevidence to support those fears has
yettobeestablished.
NYT

Taliban, 9/11 families
fight for billions in
frozen Afghan funds
CHARLIE SAVAGE

WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 29
NEARLY 20 years ago, about 150
family members of September
11 victims sought a measure of
justice for their losses by suing a
list of targets like Al Qaeda and
the Taliban. A decade later, a
court found the defendants liable by default and ordered
them to pay damages now
worth about $7 billion.
But with no way to collect it,
the judgment seemed symbolic.
Today,however,theTalibanis
back in control of Afghanistan.
The group’s leaders say their
country’scentralbankaccountat
the Federal Reserve in New York,
inwhichtheformergovernment
accumulated about $7 billion
from foreign aid and other
sources, is rightfully theirs. And
thatinturnhasraisedaquestion:
If the money is the Taliban’s,
shouldn’ttheplaintiffsintheSept
11 lawsuit be entitled to seize it?
High-levelofficialsintheBiden
administration are now debating
theanswertothatquestion,which
presents a complex knot of national security, legal, diplomatic
and political problems — the latest example of how thorny issues
stemming from the terrorist attacks remain unresolved more
thantwodecadeslater.
Among the specifics to be
worked out is whether and how
the United States can sidestep
any legal requirement to recognisetheTalibanasthelegitimate
Afghan government in order to
use the money in the central
bank account to help resolve the
claim by the Sept 11 families.
The administration is scheduledtotellacourtbyFridaywhat
outcomewouldbeinthenational
interest, even as the US grapples
with broader issues arising from
the end of the American military
presenceinAfghanistan.Inaddition to recognition, they include
howtoprovidehumanitarianaid
that might forestall a mass exodus of migrants.

Mob attacks Pak Xi woos African leaders with debt waiver,
police, fails to grab vaccines, jobs amid US push into continent
blasphemy suspect
KJM VARMA

BEIJING, NOVEMBER 29

RIAZ KHAN

PESHAWAR, NOVEMBER 29
A MOB burned a police station
and four police posts overnight
in northwest Pakistan after officersrefusedtohand overamentally unstable man accused of
desecrating the Quran, authorities said Monday.
No officers were hurt in the
attacks, which forced the police
to summon troops to restore orderin Charsadda,a districtinthe
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province,
local officer Asif Khan said.
A video posted on social media showed the police station
burning.
Khan said officers foiled an
attempt by the mob to lynch the
detainee and the police moved
him to another district. He did
not disclose the name of the
man,sayingofficerswerestillinvestigating and the suspect was
arrested a day ago.
Khan saidofficersinitiallyresistedbutfledafter thousands of
demonstrators attacked the po-

lice buildings. He said police
avoided the use of force to prevent casualties among demonstrators. The situation in
Charsadda was normal Monday,
he said, and law enforcement
was seeking to arrest people
linked to the attacks.
Blasphemy carries the death
penalty in Pakistan, where mere
allegations of the offence are often enough to provoke mob violence. International and domestic rights groups say that
accusations of blasphemy have
oftenbeenusedtointimidatereligiousminoritiesandsettlepersonal scores.
In 2017, a group of students at
theAbdulWaliKhanUniversityin
the northwestern city of Mardan
attacked and killed another student, Mohammad Mashal, after
accusinghimof sharingblasphemous content on Facebook.
A Punjab governor in
Islamabad was also shot and
killed by his own guard in 2011,
after he defended a Christian
woman, Aasia Bibi, who was accused of blasphemy.
AP

OFFERING A slew of incentives,
including one billion Covid-19
vaccines, waiver of debt and creation of eight lakh jobs in Africa
in the face of the US’s push into
the continent to challenge
Beijing’s influence, Chinese
President Xi Jinping on Monday
told a meeting of African leaders
that China joins them in opposing racism and external interference in domestic affairs.
“We both oppose interventionindomesticaffairs,racialdis-

Xi speaks via video link at
the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation, Monday. Reuters
crimination and unilateral sanctions,” he said addressing the
Eighth MinisterialConferenceof
the Forum on China-Africa

Cooperation via a video link.
“To help the AU (African
Union) achieve its goal of vaccinating 60 per cent of the African
population by 2022, I announce
that China will provide another
one billion doses of vaccines to
Africa...,” Xi said.
Themeetingtookplace amid
efforts by US President Joe
Biden’s initiative of Build Back
Better World (B3W), which was
seen as rival to Xi’sBeltand Road
Initiative (BRI) with a focus on
developing countries, especially
African nations.
Offering a variety of benefits,
Xi said, “China will encourage its

businesses to invest no less than
$10 billion in Africa in the next
three years, and will establish a
platformforChina-Africaprivate
investment promotion,” he said.
China will undertake 10 industrialisationandemployment
promotion projects for Africa,
providecreditfacilitiesof $10billion to African financial institutions, and support the development of African SMEs, he said.
“China will exempt African
LDCs(leastdevelopedcountries)
from debt incurred in the form
of interest-free Chinese government loans due by the end of
2021,” he added.
PTI

Dozens stuck in England’s highest pub after storm
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON, NOVEMBER 29
DOZENS OF customers who
stopped for a drink at Britain’s
highest altitude pub got a longer
staythantheybargainedfor,after
itwascutoff byablizzard.
Sixty-one people woke up
Monday after their third night at
the Tan Hill Inn in the Yorkshire

The Tan Hill Inn, in Yorkshire
Dales, England.
AP file

Dales, 435 km north of London.
They have been unable to leave
since Friday, when a storm
brought snow and heavy wind
thatblockedroads.
The pub sits 1,732 feet above
sea level. Manager Nicola
Townsend said staff had organised movies, a quiz night and
karaoke for the stranded guests.
They have also been entertained
by an Oasis cover band, Noasis,

who have also been stuck at the
pubsincetheirgigonFridaynight.
Townsend said the guests
were “in really good spirits”.
“They’ve formed quite a
friendship... like a big family is
the best way I can describe it,”
she said. “One lady actually said
‘I don’t want to leave.’”
Townsend said she hoped
people would be able to head
home later Monday.

PRESIDENT-ELECT SANDRA MASON TO REPLACE QUEEN ELIZABETH AS HEAD OF STATE

‘Tonight’s the night’: Barbados prepares to become a republic

GUY FAULCONBRIDGE
& BRIAN ELLSWORTH

BRIDGETOWN, NOVEMBER 29
BARBADOS ON Monday prepared to remove Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth as its head of state and
become a republic, as it severs
imperial ties some 400 years afterEnglishshipsfirstreachedthe
Caribbean island.
Britain's Prince Charles arrived on Sunday night to join the
inauguration of President-elect
Sandra Mason in replacement of
Queen Elizabeth, a move by
Barbados to shed the final vestiges of a colonial system that

once spanned the globe.
“Tonight’s the night!” read
the front-page headline of
Barbados’
Daily
Nation
newspaper.
Prime Minister Mia Mottley,
the leader of Barbados’ republican movement, will help lead
the ceremony. Mottley has won
global attention by denouncing
the effects of climate change on
small Caribbean nations.
“I am happy. We are on our
own now with no king or queen
from England,” said Nigel
Mayers, 60, who sells oranges at
a stall in central Bridgetown.
“This is the full drop after independence.”

A celebration including
Barbadian music and dance will
begin at 8 pm local time, with
Mason to be inaugurated just after midnight — coinciding with
Barbados Independence Day.
Prince Charles will give a
speechhighlightingthecontinuing friendshipof thetwonations
despite the change in constitutional status.
Barbados will remain a republic
within
the
Commonwealth, a grouping of
54 countries across Africa, Asia,
the Americas and Europe.
British colonialists shipped
over captured African slaves to
work the island’s sugar cane

Britain’s Prince Charles withBarbados’sPresident-electSandra
Mason afterhearrives inBridgetown,Barbados, totakepartin
eventstomarktheisland’stransitiontoarepublic. Reuters

fieldsandBarbadosbecameafocus of the brutal transatlantic
slave trade. Today’s population
of under300,000isoverwhelmingly of African descent.
Monday’s elegant celebration comes at a time when
Barbados is struggling with inflation due to supply-chain disruptions driving up prices in a
country that must import most
goods. Its tourism industry, a
crucial part of the economy, is
stillrecoveringfromearliercoronavirus travel restrictions.
Someresidentsacknowledge
theyareuncertainwhatthetransition to a republic even means
or why it matters. Others would

have preferred not to change.
“They should leave Queen
Elizabeth be — leave her as the
boss. I don’t understand why we
need to be a republic,” said Sean
Williams, 45, standing in the
shadow of an independence
monument.
The last time the queen was
removed as head of state was in
1992 when Mauritius, an island
in the Indian Ocean, proclaimed
itself a republic.
Theshiftmayspurdiscussion
of similar proposals in other former British colonies that have
Queen Elizabeth as their sovereign, which include Jamaica,
Australia and Canada. REUTERS

New Delhi

Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid at a
press conference in Kabul
earlier this year. NYT
The US Justice Department
has been negotiating with
lawyers for the Sept 11 plaintiffs
about a potential deal to divide
up the money if the government
supports their attempt to seize
it, and the White House’s
National Security Council has
been working with agencies
across the government to weigh
the proposal, according to people who described the deliberationsonconditionof anonymity.
In a statement, two of the
plaintiffs in the lawsuit — Fiona
Havlish, whose husband worked
in the South Tower, and Ellen
Saracini,whosehusbandwasapilot of one of the hijacked planes
that flew into the World Trade
Center — said the administration
shouldhelptheircause.
“After our husbands were
killed in the Sept 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, we have spent many
years fighting to achieve justice
on their behalf,” they said.
“Together with the others in our
case,weobtainedanenforceable
money judgment against the
Taliban and now call on
President Biden to ensure the
funds we have attached go to us
and not the terrorists who
played a role in taking the lives
of our loved ones.”
Any transfer of the Afghan
central bank reserves is sure to
infuriate the Taliban at a moment when the West is trying to
pressure and coax the organization into behaving differently
than it did when it last ran that
country.
NYT

XiomaraCastro

Honduras is
set for its first
woman president
Tegucigalpa: Honduran presidential candidate Xiomara
Castro headed for a landslide
win in Sunday’s election, declaring victory as supporters
danced outside her offices to
celebrate the left’s return to
power 12 years after her husband was ousted in a coup.
The election, set to give
Honduras its first female president, seemed to have run
smoothly,acontrasttofouryears
ago when a close outcome led to
a contested result and deadly
protests after widespread allegations of irregularities.
With half the ballots counted,
Castro, the wife of former
President Manuel Zelaya, held a
nearly 20-point lead over Nasry
Asfura,thecapital’smayorandruling National Party hopeful, who
won 34% according to a preliminarytallyonMonday. REUTERS
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Other
countries
● mayfollow

THE DECISION by
Barbados, which was one
of Britain’s earliest
colonies, to become a republic is likely to revive
the debate regarding
other countries’ links to
British royalty. Experts
say other countries in the
Caribbean, particularly
Jamaica, could be heading towards becoming
republics given the
smooth nature of
Barbados’s transition and
the apparent endorsement by the royal family
of the country’s decision.
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Can an RT-PCR test detect infection with Omicron?
How a ‘miss’ by RT-PCR helps

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS
PUNE, NOVEMBER 29

RT-PCR tests can only confirm whether
the person has an infection or not. They are
not designed to determine which particular
variant has infected the person. For that, a
genome sequencing study has to be done.
Not all infected samples are sent for
genome sequencing, because it is a slow,
complicated and costly process. Normally,
only a very small subset of all positive samples — about 2 to 5 per cent — is sent for gene
analysis.
RT-PCR tests look for the presence of
somespecificidentifiersinthegeneticmaterial (not the entire gene sequence) of the
virus in the human body. Usually, two or
more identifiers are searched to increase the
probability of finding a match. If one of the
identifiers has mutated, the other one can
still return a positive result.
Manyof theRT-PCRtestslookforanidentifier in the coronavirus spike protein, the
protruded area that allows the virus to enter
the human body. If there are mutations in
the spike protein, as is the case with the

THEOMICRONvariantof SARS-CoV2isbeing
seen as a big threat, with the World Health
Organization (WHO) on Sunday assessing
the global risk as “very high”. Preliminary
data has indicated that Omicron could have
higher transmissibility, and also a greater
abilitytoevadetheimmuneresponsegenerated either through prior infection or
through vaccines.
Timely detection of this variant is, therefore, key to containing its spread. The WHO
has said one positive thing about this variant
is that it could be detected in some of the RTPCR diagnostic tests being used across the
world, unlike other variants whosepresence
can be determined only after genetic sequencing. This can speed up detection and
help in controlling the spread.
But as scientists told The Indian Express,
thisisnotstraightforward;mostRT-PCRtests
in India might not be able to distinguish between Omicron and other variants.

Holding social media platforms
accountable for trolls: what a
draft Bill in Australia proposes
MEHRGILL

NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER29
ON MONDAY, the Australian government
releasedthedraftofaBillaimedatholding
social media companies accountable for
thecontentpostedontheirplatforms,and
protecting users from trolls.
In a statement on the Social Media
(Basic Expectations and Defamation) Bill
2021 issued on Sunday, Prime Minister
Scott Morrison’s office said: “The reforms
will ensure social media companies are
considered publishers and can be held liable for defamatory comments posted on
their platforms. They can avoid this liabilityiftheyprovideinformationthatensures
a victim can identify and commence
defamationproceedingsagainstthetroll.”
Morrisonsaid,“Socialmediacantoooftenbeacowards’palace,wheretheanonymouscanbully,harassandruinliveswithout consequence. We would not accept
thesefacelessattacksinaschool,athome,
intheoffice,oronthestreet.Andwemust
notstandforitonline,onourdevicesandin
our homes.”

What it proposes

■AustraliansandAustralianorganisations with a social media page will not be
legally considered publishers of content
posted there
■Australianswillbeabletofileacomplaint if they have reason to believe that
theyarebeingdefamedbymaterialposted
onlineonaparticularsocialmediaservice.
■ Individuals will also be able to give
the provider of the service a defamation
notice, provided they are able to give evidencethatthematerialinquestionwasthe
subject of a complaint.
■ Social media platforms will be required to establish a standardised complaints system whose purpose will be to
ensurethatdefamatoryremarkscanberemoved and trolls can be identified with
their consent.
■Social media companies will also be

required to disclose identifying details of
trolls to victims without consent, which
willenableadefamationcasetobelodged.

The trigger

The Bill comes in response to a
Australian High Court judgment that mediacompaniescouldbeheldliableforcomments that were left by third parties on
their social media pages.
Dylan Voller, who was the subject of
various news stories about youth detention, had brought defamation proceedings against media companies including
The Sydney Morning Herald and Rupert
Murdoch’sThe Australian.Heallegedthat
after the media companies published
postsaboutthenewsstoriesthatreferred
to him on their Facebook pages, various
third-partyusersmadedefamatorycomments against him. Lawyers for the mediaoutlets,fortheirpart,arguedthatthey
could not be held liable for third-party
comments since they were not the publishers of those comments.
On September 8, the High Court of
Australia ruled in favour of Voller. It dismissedanappealbythethreemediaoutlets against a decision by the Court of
Appealof theNewSouthWalesSupreme
Court, which had said that, “by posting
contentrelatingtonewsstoriesaboutMr
Voller, the respondent, on their respective Facebook pages, the appellants were
liable for the publication of allegedly
defamatory‘comments’thatwereposted
by third-party Facebook users in response to the content.”
The statement from the PM’s office
quotedAttorney-GeneralMichaeliaCash
as saying: “Since the High Court’s decision in the Voller case, it is clear that ordinary Australians are at risk of being held
legally responsible for defamatory material posted by anonymous online trolls…
The reforms will make clear that, in
defamation law, Australians who operate or maintain a social media page are
not ‘publishers’ of comments made by
others.”

ascreeningmechanismfortheOmicronvariant, especially since the prevalence of the
Alpha variant in the Indian population has
gone down significantly. Such screening at
the diagnostic test stage can be vital in identifying and isolating the potential infections
with the Omicron variant.

A flier to Uganda
has his swab
taken at
Johannesburg
airport. Reuters
Omicron variant, then there is a possibility
thatsuchRT-PCRtests,lookingforidentifiers
in this region, would not recognise the mutation as the identifier it is looking for, and
would thus give a negative result.
But as mentioned above, RT-PCR tests
look for more than one identifier. So, if the
test finds the identifier in the other region
(which would mean the person has coronavirus infection) but does not find the iden-

tifier in the spike protein, then it could be an
indication that the infection is with the
Omicron variant.
The problem is that Omicron is not the
only variant that has mutations in the spike
protein.Afew others,notablytheAlphavariant, also have mutations in this region, and
therefore could show similar behaviour in
RT-PCR tests.
Nonetheless, such a result can be seen as

Gene sequencing for certainty

As Anurag Agarwal, director of Delhi
based Institute of Genomics and Integrative
Biology(IGIB)explained,such a resultwould
onlybeindicativeof thepresenceof Omicron
variant, and would need to be confirmed
throughgenesequencing.Butitisstillanimportant head start.
TheWHOsaidoneof thewidely-usedRTPCR kits, developed by Thermo Fisher
Scientific, can detect the presence of
Omicronvariant. Someof thekitsbeingused
in India can also potentially detect the variant. As Vinod Scaria, a scientist at IGIB, said,
the ability of kit to detect the variant depended on the primers (chemicals that will
pick up the identifiers) being used.
“Unfortunately, the primer details for a

majority of kits used in India are not publicly
available. So, one cannot say whether a particular kit being used will be able to detect
this variant or not,” Scaria said.
If the diagnostic tests do not offer any indication, the detection of Omicron, or any
other variant, would have to await the result
of gene sequencing exercise that takes anywhere between 24 and 96 hours, depending
on the technology being used. But since all
samplesarenotsentforsequencing,itispossible that the Omicron variant will have
started circulating but not been picked up.
One way to counter this is by increasing the
number of samples sent for sequencing.
R R Gangakhedkar, former head of epidemiology at ICMR, said a smart strategy
needed to be worked out since it was not
possible to send all samples for gene sequencing. He said that in India, it was still
the Delta variant that was most prevalent
and, therefore, wherever applicable, the diagnostic test laboratories should look out for
the missing identifier in the spike protein
region, and immediately mark these for
gene sequencing.

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION &ANSWER

How, when MPs are suspended

12 Opposition MPs have been suspended for the rest of the Winter Session for disruptions in Rajya Sabha
during the Monsoon Session. What had happened then? What are the rules for dealing with disruptions?
CHAKSHUROY

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29
THEWINTERSessionof Parliamentbeganon
a stormy note on Monday. Both Houses saw
disruptions as Lok Sabha passed the Bill repealing the three farm laws without any discussion,andRajyaSabhapasseditafterabrief
intervention by Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge.
After that, Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs Prahlad Joshi sought the approval of
theHouseforsuspending12RajyaSabhaMPs
(sixoftheCongress,twoeachoftheTrinamool
Congress and Shiv Sena, and one each of CPI
and CPI-M) for the remainder of the session.
Thereasonfortheirsuspensionwas“theirunprecedentedactsofmisconduct,contemptuous, unruly and violent behaviour and intentional attacks on security personnel” on the
last day of the Monsoon Session.
So, what had happened in Rajya Sabha
during the Monsoon Session?
Parliament has seen continuous disruptionssincethepassageof thefarmlawsinthe
2020 Monsoon Session too. When the Bills
came up for discussion in Rajya Sabha,
Opposition MPs demanded their scrutiny by
a Select Committee. Amid slogan-shouting,
MPs hurled papers at Deputy Chairman
Harivansh. This led to the suspension of six
Opposition MPs. Parliament passed the Bills
without scrutiny by a committee.
Then, in this year's Monsoon Session,
Opposition parties were asking for a discussionontheallegedPegasushackingandfarm
lawsissues.WhenElectronics&Information
TechnologyMinisterAshwiniVaishnawwas
making a statement on Pegasus in Rajya
Sabha,TrinamoolCongressMPShantanuSen
snatched the papers from him. This was followed by a heated exchange between Union
MinisterHardeepSinghPuriandSen,whoalleged that the minister threatened and verballyabusedhim.RajyaSabhasuspendedSen
for the rest of the Monsoon Session.
DisruptionsmarredbothHousesthroughout the session, which ended with a melee in
RajyaSabha.OppositionMPsaccusedsecurity
staffofmanhandlingthem,andinturn,Leader
of theHouse PiyushGoelaccusedOpposition
MPs of attacking the security staff and demanding a special committee to investigate
theincident.Thesessionthenendedtwodays
ahead of schedule.
What powers do presiding officers have
to deal with MPs disrupting proceedings?
MPsarerequiredtoadheretocertainrules

(From left) Shanta Chhetri and Dola Sen of Trinamool Congress during a protest in Parliament on Monday, and Priyanka
Chaturvedi of Shiv Sena speaking after her suspension. Photos: Anil Sharma & ANI
of parliamentary etiquette. For example the
LokSabharulebookspecifiesthatMPsarenot
tointerruptthespeechof others,maintainsilence and not obstruct proceedings by hissingormakingrunningcommentariesduring
debates. Newer forms of protest led to these
rules being updated in 1989. Now, members
should not shout slogans, display placards,
tear up documents in protest, and play a cassette or a tape recorder in the House. Rajya
Sabha has similar rules. To conduct the proceedings smoothly, the rulebook also gives
certain, similar powers to the presiding officers of both Houses.
ThepresidingofficerofeachHousecandirect an MP to withdraw from the legislative
chamber for grossly disorderly conduct. The
MP then has to remain absent from the proceedings of the House for the remainder of
theday.Thepresidingofficerscanalso"name"
anMPfor"persistentlyandwilfullyobstructingthebusiness"of theHouse.Insuchacase,
usually, the Parliamentary Affairs Minister
movesamotionforsuspendingtheoffending
MP from the service of the House. The suspension can last until the end of the session.
In 2001, the Lok Sabha rule was amended
to give the Speaker one additional power. A
newrule,374A,empowerstheSpeakertoautomaticallysuspendanMPforamaximumof
five days for disrupting the business of the
House.In2015,SpeakerSumitraMahajanused

this rule for suspending 25 Congress MPs.
How often have disruptions led to
suspension of MPs?
The first instance occurred in 1963. A few
Lok Sabha MPs first interrupted President
Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan and then walked
out while he was delivering the joint address
to both Houses. Lok Sabha ended in reprimanding these MPs. In 1989, 63 MPs were
suspendedfromLokSabhaonthediscussion
of the Thakar Commission report. More recently in 2010, 7 MPs were suspended from
RajyaSabhaforsnatchingthewomen'sreservation bill from the minister. Since then, MPs
haveraisedslogans,usedpeppersprayinthe
House and displayed placards.
How difficult has it been to solve the
problem of disruptions?
Presiding officers have grappled with it.
Overnumerousconferences,theyhavedeliberated on ways of addressing the issue.
Former President K R Narayanan, who
also chaired Rajya Sabha from 1992-97, explainedthedifficultyinvolved:“Inmostcases,
disorders in the House arise out of a sense of
frustrationfeltbymembersduetolackof opportunities to make his point, or clear his
chest of grievances of the people that move
him or out of the heat of the moment. They
areperhapseasiertodealwith.Whatismore

difficult to tackle is planned parliamentary
offencesanddeliberatedisturbancesforpublicity or for political motives.”
In2001,duringanationalconferenceinthe
CentralHallofParliamentorganisedontheissue of disruptions, different political leaders
summed up their positions. Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee said the majority party is
responsible for governing and should take
other parties into confidence. He said the
Opposition should play a constructive role in
Parliament and be allowed to put forward its
viewsandexpressitselfinadignifiedmanner.
Sonia Gandhi, the then leader of
OppositioninLokSabha,emphasisedthatdebate is central to democracy, and therefore
there should be more debate and fewer disruptions. She identified "the reluctance and
procrastination" of the treasury benches to
face discussions as a cause for disorder in
Parliament.Shesoughtthesupportofthepresiding officers to help the Opposition in raisingissuesuncomfortabletothegovernment.
MamataBanerjee,leaderoftheTrinamool
Congress, said that in a democracy, power is
transient and that a party ruling at the Centre
maynotbeincontrolinthestates.Shestressed
the need for cordial and respectful relations
between the Opposition and ruling parties.
Chakhsu Roy is Head of Outreach at
PRS Legislative Research

DivisionofassetsbetweenUP,Uttarakhand:olddispute,newagreement
AVANEESH MISHRA

DEHRADUN, NOVEMBER 29
MONTHS AHEAD of Assembly elections in
theirstates,UttarPradeshChiefMinisterYogi
AdityanathandhisUttarakhandcounterpart
Pushkar Singh Dhami recently reached an
agreement on the division of assets and liabilities, a subject the two states have discussed and debated ever since Uttarakhand
was carved out of UP 21 years ago.

History of the dispute

Uttarakhand was formed on November
9, 2000 following the Uttarakhand movement in undivided UP. This was soon followed by disputes over assets and liabilities, mainly of the irrigation, transport,
housing, forest, food & civil supplies and
tourism departments.
Uttarakhand leaders would cite the

UttarPradesh ReorganisationAct2000,under which any property should be owned
by the state where it is situated, and would
allege that UP had not handed over control
of even 41 canals which flowed from and
back into Uttarakhand. They cited the examples of Tehri Dam, Nanak Sagar Dam,
Baigul Dam, Tumaria Dam (out of six dams
located in Uttarakhand and controlled by
UP)andHaridwar’sAlaknandaGuestHouse
(controlled by UP Tourism, and now being
handed over to Uttarakhand).
Successive governments in both states
have made attempts to resolve these issues
over meetings between their chief ministers, other ministers, and bureaucrats. On
some occasions, disputes related to irrigation, transport and sharing of employees
and liabilities have reached the courts.
While the case on sharing of employees has
since been resolved, the other matters are
pending.

In 2018, when Trivendra Singh Rawat
was Uttarakhand CM, a formula was proposedthatirrigationdepartmentassetswill
be divided in the ratio 75:25, with
Uttarakhand getting the larger chunk.

The newest agreement

Under the agreement signed between
Dhami and Adityanath on Thursday, the irrigation Department officials of the two
states would meet within 15 days to conduct a joint survey of 5,700 hectares of land
and1,700 buildings in Uttarakhand thatare
under the control of the UP Irrigation
Department. The study would identify the
properties that will beusefulforUP,and the
rest would go to Uttarakhand.
UP has granted permission to
Uttarakhand conduct tourism and water
sports activities in the Dhaura, Baigul and
Nanak Sagar water bodies in Udham Singh
Nagar district and the Upper Ganga canal at

Roorkee. TheUPirrigation Department will
soon release an order on this.
Following the division of the Uttar
Pradesh Forest Department and
Uttarakhand Forest Development
Corporation, UP had paid around Rs 77.31
crore to Uttarakhand; another Rs 13 crore
will be deposited in a joint escrow account.
The meeting also decided that the UP
Transport Department’s dues will be decided as per the circle rate in 2003, along
withinterest;thiscomestoRs205.42 crore.
As Uttarakhand owes Rs 105.43crore to the
UPFoodandCivilSuppliesDepartment,the
amount will be adjusted. The states also resolved that the UP Irrigation Department’s
bus stand land in Kichcha in Udham Singh
Nagar district would be handed over to
Uttarakhand within 15 days.
The two governments also decided to
equally share the incomes and liabilities
generated by the assets and properties of

the Uttar Pradesh Awas Vikas Parishad locatedinUttarakhand.TheAlaknandaGuest
House will be transferred to Uttarakhand,
and inaugurated next month.
The Chief Ministers agreed to withdraw
cases pending in courts and resolve them
throughmutualconsent.Itwasalsodecided
that the UP Irrigation Department would
reconstruct barrages at Banbasa on the
India-Nepal border and Kichcha that were
damaged in natural calamities.

Issues raised by Opposition

After the two state governments
claimed to have resolved their disputes,
former Uttarakhand CM Harish Rawat of
the Congress alleged that Dhami had “surrendered” to his UP counterpart over the
agreement on the division of assets and liabilities.
He alleged that not only have the present rights of Uttarakhand been sold out to

New Delhi

UP, but the future rights related to water,
too, have been handed over. In 2018, when
the BJP governments in both state governmentshad agreedondividing the Irrigation
Department assets in a 75:25 ratio with
Uttarakhand getting the larger chunk, the
Congress had opposed in then too, he said.
Congressorganisationgeneralsecretary
Mathura Dutt Joshi said the Uttar Pradesh
Reorganisation Act clearly states that a
property will be owned by the state where
it is situated, and the Uttarakhand government need not have given in to Uttar
Pradesh. He also questioned why the dues
of the UP Transport Department were decided as per the circle rate in 2003 and not
as per the current, higher rate.
The Congress has said it will protest
against the agreement in the Assembly,
call on Governor Lt Gen (retd) Gurmit
Singh, and explore legal ways to oppose
the agreement.
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HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Ph. No. 01907-266245 E-mail: ee-sun-hp@nic.in

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer, HPPWD Division Sunder Nagar (HP) on behalf of Governor of H.P. invites the item rate bids,
in electronic tendering system from the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works detailed in the table.
S.
No

Name of Work

1.

Estimated Cost Starting Date
(In Rs.)
for downloading Bid
Rs. 4,14,81,383/only

Construction of Govt. Sen. Sec. School building at Taleli, Tehsil
Sundernagar, Distt. Mandi (HP)(SH: C/o building portion,
WS&SI, Septic tank & RWHS).

02.12.2021

Earnest
Money

Deadline for
submission
of Bid.

Rs 8,30,000/only

10.12.2021

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website WWW.hptenders.gov.in.
Executive Engineer,
Sunder Nagar Division,
HPPWD Sunder Nagar-175018
On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh
5234/HP

PUNJAB STATE SPORTS COUNCIL
(Punjab Govt. Undertaking)

SCO NO. 116-117, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH, TELEPHONE NO. 0172-2606400, 2668794,

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION KOTA-SOUTH, RAJASTHAN

Rajeev Gandhi Building, Dusshera Ground, CAD Circle, Kota
email: nnksouth@gmail.com, websites: www.kotamc.org, Ph:- 0744-2502142
Date: 29.11.2021
S./NNK-S/CIVIL/2021/565-579

Corrigendum

E-Tender No. 25/2021-22, NNK/CIVIL/2021/488-502 dated 08.11.2021 issued by this office is
partially modified which can be kindly seen for reference on www.kotamc.org and
www.sppp.raj.nic.in, http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.
S.
No.

description

Before Date

After Date

10.11.2021 to 28.11.2021
(06:00 PM)
10.11.2021 to 28.11.2021
(06:00 PM)

10.11.2021 to 04.12.2021
(06:00 PM)
10.11.2021 to 04.12.2021
(06:00 PM)

1

Date & time of downloading of Bid

2

Date & time of online submission of Bid

3

Last date of submission of DD in office of
Nagar Nigam Kota-South

29.11.2021 (04:00 PM)

06.12.2021 (05:00 PM)

4

Date, time and opening of Technical Bid

01.12.2021 (11:00 AM)

07.12.2021 (11:00 AM)

5

Financial Bid Opening Date

After technical bid test

After technical bid test

Sd/- Superintendent Engineer
Municipal Corporation Kota-South

The rest will remain the same.

E-mail ID: directorsportspunjab2018@gmail.com /sportsxen@gmail.com

No. 3691

Secure Online Submission of Tenders

Dated: 29.11.2021

Online tenders on item rate basis as per the DNIT are invited on two bid system (Technical bid & Financial
Bid) for the following work:
Sr.
No.

Name of the Work

Last Date of
Opening of Bidding Documents
Online Submission
of Bidding Document Technical Bid
Financial Bid

Providing & Laying of 400 Mtr 8 Lane Synthetic Athletic
Track (Full PUR Type) and allied works complete in all
respects at Guru Nanak Dev Stadium, Amritsar.

1.

20.12.2021
at 2.00 P.M.

20.12.2021
at 03.00 P.M.

To be Intimated
later on

For detail of works, other terms & conditions & tender documents, the bidders can log in to
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
For participating in the above e-tendering process, the Bidders shall have to get themselves registered with
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in and get user ID, Password. Class-3 Digital Signature is mandatory to participate in
the e-tendering process. Detailed Notice Inviting Tender and other tems & conditions are available on website:
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in. in all payments regarding purchase of bid document i.e., Tender form fee, processing fee & earnest money shall be strictly through Online mode (e-payment only). Bidders are advised to open
Bank Account with Core Banking Solution Branches (with NEFT/RTGS facility).
Note:
Any
Corrigendum/Addendum
to
the
DNIT
shall
be
uploaded
to
website only.
Sd/Executive Engineer (C),
Punjab State Sports Council,
Chandigarh.
10515/Pb

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL HOSPITAL AND CENTRAL
HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR
--------Telefax:- 0194-2496089, Email ID:- xenmhchdk@yahoo.in--------

No. 4770 dated. 23.11.2021

O-1019

Government of Odisha "e" procurement Notice
Bid Identification No. TENDER ONLINE SNPR- 12 OF 2021-22

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Name of the work
: Road Work as per DTCN available in the website. www.tendersodisha.gov.in
Total No. of Work
: 01 (one) Nos
Estimated Cost
: Varies from Rs 17.68 lakhs
Period of Completion
: 02 (Two) Calendar months
Period and time of availability of bid document in the portal : 01.12.2021 at 11.00AM to 09.12.2021 up to 5.00 PM
for bidding
6. Date and time of opening of Tender
: 10.12.2021 at 11.00AM
7. Name and address of the officer inviting bid
: S.E.R.W.Divn. Sonepur
(1) Other details can be seen from detailed notice inviting tenders, available in website www.tendersodishagov.in
(2) Corrigendum if any shall only be published in the website: www.tenderodisha.gov.in

Sd/Superintending Engineer,
Rural Works Division, Sonepur.
OIPR - 25054/11/0014/2122

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (TENDERING) M-3
DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI

H-BLOCK: SECTOR-15: ROHINI: DELHI-110089
E-mail Id:- eetenderingm3.djb@gmail.com
“STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”
PRESS NIT No. 34 (2021-22)
Press Notice Tender
S.
No.

Name of Work

1
Supply,
Installation,
Testing
Commissioning of Hot cold (reversible
acs) at UPHC NishatLabour Room of
SDH Hazratbal

1.

Cost of
T/Doc.
(In rupees)
3
500

Time of
Completion
(in days)
4
10

AAA

TS No.

5
68
MCS of
2021 Dt:16.11.2021

6
146 of
11/21

7
Available

8
15500

3.

Sd/Executive Engineer,
MHCHD, Srinagar.

No: MHCHD/ TS/7456-60
Dated:27.11.2021
DIPK-13842

e-Pro
ocurement Cell
e-Pr
TE BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION
JHARKHAND STA
STATE
CORPORATION
LTD., RANCHI
Sl.
No
1

q yk
i;
s ty ,oa LoPNrk ie
z .My xe

'kqf} i=

Work Name

6
7

Construction of Pavilion
Building, Gallery and Campus
in New International Astroturf
Hockey Stadium at Simdega
District
Date of Publication of Tender on Website
Start Date of Submission of Bids
Last Date/Time of Submission of Bids
Last Date/Time of Submission of Bid Security
Money and Tender Fee
Date/Time of opening of Bid
Name & Address of office Inviting tender

8
9

Helpline Number of e-procurement Cell
e-mail ID

2
3
4
5

dk;i
Z kyd vfHka;rk dk dk;ky
Z ;

Tender
Reference
No.
JSBCCL/18/
2021-22

Short Term e-Procurement Notice
Date : 29/11/2021
Amount in
(Rs)

Completion
Time

Call No.

Advt. PR.
No.

5,83,70,789/-

12 Months

2nd

255885

22.12.2021 at 12:00 PM
e-Procurement Cell,
Jharkhand State Building Construction Corporation
Ltd., Ranchi.
0651-2446259
jsbccljharkhand@gmail.com

Sd/- (O.P. Gupta)
Executive Engineer (T) M-3

H-BLOCK UDYOG NAGAR INDL. AREA, PEERA GARHI CHOWK, NEW DELHI-41

NIT No.446/ EE(M)-10/ACE)(M)7/(2021-22)
Press Notice Tender

S.
N.

Name of Work

Amount
EMD
Put to
tender
(Rs.)
1. Engaging 20 no. beldars Item
Exempted vide office memorandum
(unskilled labour) for repair Rate
no. F.9/4/2020- PPD, 12.11.2020
and maintenance of water
and DJB endorsement No: DJB/
lines in Kirari Constituency
2020-21/ Misc-II(PT)/971 Dated:
(AC-09) under AEE(M)9
23.12.2020

Dt. of release
Last dt./ time of
of tender
receipt of tender
procurement
through Esolution/I.D. No. procurement solution
26.11.2021/
17-12-2021
2021_DJB_
at 3.00 P.M.
211609_1

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
ISSUED BY PRO (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 681/2021-22

O-1115

Sd/(Himanshu Agarwal)
EX. ENGINEER(M)-10

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

No:- Tender Online RWC- 22/21

1. Name of the work
2. Class of Contractor
a) Estimated cost more then
Rs. 40.00 Lakh & upto Rs.
3.00 Crore
3. Time for Completion
4. Detail Projects
5. Other Details
Procurement Officer

06.12.2021 at 11:00 AM
06.12.2021 at 11:00 AM
20.12.2021 at 05:00 PM
22.12.2021 upto 11:30 AM

13.12.2021
Upto 3.00 PM

DELHI JAL BOARD GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (M)-10

Position of
EMD
of Funds Amount

The Tender document Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the
departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in from 27.11.2021 (18.00 hrs).
The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site from 27.11.2021
(18:00hrs) to 04.12.2021 (14:00 hrs) in two (02) cover.
The bids uploaded on the website up to due date and time will be opened on 04.12.2021(17.00 hrs) or
any date convenient to the department in the office of Executive Engineer, MHCHD, Srinagar.

2.

Date of release of
Last date/time of
tender procurement receipt of bid through
e-procurement solution
solution/I.D. No.

1. P/L 400/350/300/250/200/ 150/100 mm dia DI Rs. 7,28,14,395/- Rs. 1500/27.11.2021
water line in Rajiv Nagar Extn. Begampur
2021_DJB_211716_1
(1307/1639) in AC-07 Bawana under EE(NW)-II
(Presently ACE (M)-3).

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders are invited from Authorized dealers of Suggested
makes of Split ACs or Registered/ Reputed and experienced firms for the below mentioned work:Est. Cost
(Rs. in
Lacs)
2
7.66

Tender
Fee

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
ISSUED BY PRO (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V.676(2021-22)

(Short-term)
e -NIT NO: MHCHD/TS /2021-22 /209/e-tendering
Dated:-27.11.2021
Name of Work

Amount put to
Tender /
Estimated cost

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, CUTTACK
Letter NO. - 3477

e-Procurement NOTICE

Date:- 25.11.21

: Construction of Tahasil office Building at Salipur for the year 2021-22.
: A & B Class (of Odisha PWD) & relevant class of other licensing
authorities.
: As specified in the Column-5 of the Annexure.
: As per Annexure attached
:

Bid
Identification
No.

Availability of Tender
On-line for bidding
From

1
2
3
Chief Construction Engineer, Tender Online 01.12.2021 at
RWC- 22/21
Rural Works Circle, Cuttack
11.30 A.M.

To
4
15.12.2021 to
5.00 PM

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Last date & time
of seeking tender
clarification
5
14.12.2021 up to
02.00 PM

Date & Time of opening of
tender
Technical Bid

Financial Bid

6
16.12.2021 at
11.30 A.M.

7
Will be intimated
later on

Sd/Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Cuttack
OIPR-25097/11/0018/2122

Any change can be seen on Website http:// Jharkhandtenders.gov.in.
Any other information can be seen on http:// Jharkhandtenders.gov.in.

Sd/Nodal Officer
e-Procurement Cell
Jharkhand State Building Construction
Corporation Ltd., Ranchi.
PR.NO.258055 Jharkhand State Building Construction Corp. ltd.(21-22):D

bl dk;kZy; ds bZ fufonk la[;k 11@21&22 ih0 vkj0 la[;k
&257324 }kjk fofHkUu nSfud lekpkj i=ksa esa izdkf'kr cfl;k
iz[k.M xzkeh.k ikbZi tykwifrZ ;kstuk ds bZ0 fufonk esa fuEu izdkj ls
'kqf} i= izdkf'kr dh tkrh gS&
osclkbV ij fufonk
03&12&2021] 04-00 cts
1
izdk'ku dh frfFk %&
vijkgu ls
06&12&2021]12-30 vijkgu esa
izh chM ehfVax dh frfFk %&
vfHk;Urk izeq[k] dk dk;kZy;]
2
usiky gkml jk¡phA
chM izkfIr dh vfUre frfFk 14&12&2021] 5-00 cts vijkgu
3
,oa le; %&
rdA
cSad xkjaVh ,oa ifjek.k 15&12&2021] 5-00 cts vijkgu
4 foi= dk ewY; tek djus
rd]
dh vfUre frfFk] le;
fufonk ds rduhdh chMksa
16&12&2021] 12-30 cts
5 ds [kksyus dh frfFk ,oa
vijkgu ls
le; %&
fufonk dh vU; fu;e ,oa 'krsZ ;Fkkor jgsxhA
PR 258048 Drinking Water
and Sanitation(21-22).D

dk;Zikyd vfHk;ark]
is;ty ,oa LoPNrk ize.My xqeyk

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

MINOR DIS
No.-8,JAMSHEDPUR.
DISTRIBUTION
TRIBUTION DIVISION No.-8,JAMSHEDPUR.
(Email ID : eemdd8.chandil @gmail.co
@gmail.com)
Short E-Procurement Tender Notice (e-Tender Notice)

v/kh{kd dk dk;kZy;]
'ks[k fHk[kkjh esfMdy dkWyst vLirky] gtkjhckx

E-Tender Ref. No. :WRD/MDD-8/JSR/F2-01/2021-22
Date: 29.11.2021

SHEIKH BHIKHARI MEDICAL COLLEGE HOSPIT
HOSPITAL
AL ,HAZARIBAG

1.

Name of Work

2.

Estimated Cost (Rs.)

3.

Earnest Money

4.

Time of Completion
Date of Publication of Notice
inviting tender on website
Last Date of Downloading
tender Documents
Date and Time for Receiving
hard copy of EMD in Division

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Date of Opening tender
Contact Number of
Procurement Officer
Help Line No. of
e-Procurement officer

CONSTRUCTION OF
BOUNDARY WALL AT
SUBERNREKHA RESIDENTIAL
COLONY, DIMNA.
Rs. 21405947.81 ( Rupees Two
Crore Fourteen lakh and five
thousand nine hundred fourty seven
and eighty one paisa only )
Rs. 430000/- (Rupees Four lakh and
thirty thousand only )
270 (Two Hundred Seventy) Days
30.11.2021 (5:00 P.M.)
15.12.2021 (5:00 P.M.)
16.12.2021 (2:30 P.M.)
17.12.2021 (11:30 A.M.) (Technical
Bid)
8709790887
8709790887

NOTE
1) Only e-Tender will be accepted.
2) More information are available on Website http://jharkhandtend
ers.gov.in
Executive Engineer
MINOR DISTRIBUTION DIVISION No.-8,
JAMSHEDPUR.
PR 258065 Water Resource(21-22).D

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT,

E-mail ID superintendenthbag@gmail.com Mobile No.- 9431
9431174412
174412

vfr vYidkyhu fufonk vkea=.k foKkiu la[;k 02@2021&22
i=kad 2554@fnukad&29-11-2021

LokLF; foHkkxh; vf/klwpuk la[;k ABPMJAY-01/2020-357 fnukad 05-10-2021 ds vkyksd esa
vk;q"eku Hkkjr ;kstuk vUrxZr fofHkUu izdkj ds iSFkksykWth tkWp ¼ftldh lwfo/kk bl laLFkku esa miyC/k ugha
gS½ dh lwph nj lfgr cUn fyQkQs esa vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSA foLr`r tkudkjh ds fy, dk;kZy; vof/k esa
v/kksgLrk{kjh dk;kZy; esa lEidZ djsaA vfr vYidkyhu fufonk fuEufyf[kr 'krkZsa ds v/khu yh tk;sxhA
'krsZa%&
· Lkacaf/kr fufonk fnukad 13-12-2021 dks 03%00 cts vijkgu~ rd vkeaf=r fd;k tkrk gSA
· ,tsalh dks th0,l0Vh0 ds v/khu iathd`r gksuk visf{kr gksxkA
· iSFkksykWth ySc dk fuca/ku fDyhfudy ,LVscfylesaV ,DV ds rgr gksuk vfuok;Z gSA
· ySc esa iSFkksykWftLV@,e0Mh0@fMIyksek fMxzh/kkjh gksuk vfuok;Z gSA
· fu/kkZfjr frfFk ds vanj fufonk i= lefiZr fd;k tkuk gSA
· bl dk;Z ds fy, dksbZ vfxze ugha fn;k tk;sxkA
· bl vkea=.k dk la'kks/ku ,oa jÌ djus dk vf/kdkj v/kksgLrk{kjh dks lqjf{kr gSA
· bl lhy can lefiZr fufonk dks fu;ekuqdqy ek/;e ls can fyQkQs esa fucaf/kr Mkd }kjk v/kksgLrk{kjh
dk;kZy; esa Hkstuk lqfuf'pr djsaxsA
· nj izfr bdkbZ vafdr djsaxs] dj fu;ekuqlkj vfrfjDr ns; gksxkA
· bl nj dks Ø; lfefr ds le{k fnukd
a 16-12-2021 dks 01%00 cts vijkgu~ dks [kky
s k ,oa vueqknsu fd;k tk;x
s kA
· ySc dks NABL Accredation izkIr gksuk pkfg,A
· ySc ds ck;ks esfMdy osLV eSustesUV dk lfVZfQdsV
· vkeaf=r fufonkdrkZ esa ftldk 50% test L1 gksxk mUgsa fufonk bl 'krZ ds lkFk nh tk,xh fd os ckdh ds
tk¡p Hkh nwljs ySc ds tk¡p ds U;wure nj ij gh djuk gksxkA
fo'oklHkktu]
PR.NO.258094 Health Med Edu and Family Welfare(21-22):D

v/kh{kd]
'ks[k fHk[kkjh esfMdy dkWyst vLirky] gtkjhckx

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF TRAINING
ASSAM ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF COLLEGE

JAWAHARNAGAR:KHANAPARA:GUWAHATI — 781022
PHONE NO.0361-2362372, FAX NO-0361-2362361
Email: aasc1960@yahoo.com, director@aasc.gov.in
[An institute certified under the standards of ISO 9001:2015]
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
No. AASC(PETC)49/2021-22/74
The Assam Administrative Staff College, under the Administrative Reforms, Training,
Pension & Public Grievances Department, Government of Assam, invites sealed Tenders
from National level reputed Coaching Institutes having local presence in terms of a
Centre in Guwahati, for imparting Class Room Coaching at Assam Administrative Staff
College, Khanapara, Guwahati — 22 to the aspirants of Central Civil Service (IAS and
Allied Services) for Preliminary and Mains Examination, 2022 conducted by UPSC.
Coaching will be only on General Studies Paper I and Civil Service Aptitude Test (CSAT)
covering all relevant areas.
Duration of the Coaching Programme: 3 months
Intake Strength of Students: 50-65
The Director of Training, Assam Administrative Staff College reserves the right to accept
or reject all or any of the Tenders at any stage without assigning any reason thereof. The
Tender documents can be downloaded from the website of AASC i.e.
www.aasc.assam.gov.in or it can be directly collected from the office of the Director of
Training, Assam Administrative Staff College, Khanapara, Guwahati-22.
The last date for submission of Tenders is 6th December, 2021 (upto 12.00 PM) and the
same will be opened on the same day at 1.00 PM.
Sd/Additional Director of Training
Assam Administrative Staff College, Jawaharnagar:
Khanapara: Guwahati-22
Janasanyog/C/8293
New Delhi
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GOLD

RUPEE

`47,242

OIL

`75.07

SILVER

$76.45

`62,248

Note: Gold, silver rates at Delhi spot market, gold per 10g, silver per 1 kg; Crude oil (Indian basket) as of November 26

SENSEX: 57,260.58 ▲ 153.43 (0.27%) NIFTY: 17,053.95 ▲ 27.50 (0.16%) NIKKEI: 28,283.92 ▼ 467.70 HANG SENG: 23,852.24 ▼ 228.28 FTSE: 7,128.70 ▲ 84.67 DAX: 15,365.63 ▲ 108.59
International market data till 1900 IST

ALL-INDIA SURVEY

2020 lockdown:
Most job losses in
blue-collar sectors;
finserv, IT stem fall
SECTORS

NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES (IN LAKH)
Prior to lockdown
(before March 25,
2020)

As on July 1,
2020

Male

Female

Male

Female

Manufacturing

98.7

26.7

87.9

23.3

Construction

5.8

1.8

5.1

1.5

Trade

16.1

4.5

14.8

4

Transport

11.3

1.9

11.1

1.9

Education

38.2

29.5

36.8

28.1

Health

15

10.6

14.8

10.1

Accommodation
& restaurants

7

1.9

6.2

1.7

IT/BPOs

13.6

6.3

12.8

6.1

Financialservices

11.5

5.9

11.3

5.7

Total*

217.8

90.0

201.5

83.3

*Total also includes 66 establishments in survey belonging to other than
nine sectors, source: Ministry of Labour and Employment

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER29

ABOUT 7.5 PER CENT job
losses were seen during the
nationwide lockdown to
spread the Covid pandemic
lastyear,withthemanufacturing, construction, education
and trade sectors bearing the
brunt more than white-collaredemploymentinIT/BPOs,
financial services and health
sectors,governmentdatapresented in Parliament on
Monday showed.
Among the nine key sectors covered for the All India
Quarterly Establishment
based Employment Survey
(AQEES), the manufacturing
sector recorded job losses of
14.2 lakh between the prelockdown (March 25, 2020)
and post-lockdown period
(July 1, 2020). Construction
sectorrecordedalossof1lakh
whiletradeandeducationsectorsregisteredjoblossesof1.8
lakhand2.8lakh,respectively.
On the other hand, job
lossesinthefinancialservices
sector, considered white-collared, were recorded at 0.4
lakh and at 1 lakh for the
IT/BPOs sector during the
same period.
Femaleworkersregistered
a job loss of 7.44 per cent
among the nine key sectors
while the figure for male
workers between the prelockdownandpost-lockdown
periods (July 1, 2020) stood at
7.48percent,thedatashowed.
Labour and Employment
MinisterBhupenderYadavina
written reply to a question in
theLokSabhasaidthatfemale
employmentinthemanufacturing sector reduced to 23.3
lakh (as on July 1, 2020) from
26.7 lakh (as on March 25,
2020).Maleworkersinmanufacturingduringthesameperioddroppedto87.9lakhfrom
98.7 lakh. Female workers in
the construction sector re-

BRIEFLY

ADBloan

NewDelhi:TheAsianDevelopmentBank(ADB)approved a loan of $125 million for
watersupplyandsanitation
projects in Uttarakhand.

RIL,BTGroup

NewDelhi:RelianceIndustries on Monday denied any
intenttobidfortheUKtelecom group, BT, dismissing a
report as “completely speculative and baseless”.

PenaltyonUBI

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank
hasimposedapenalty of Rs
1 crore on Union Bank of
India(UBI)fordeficienciesin
regulatory compliance.

PNBstakebuy

New Delhi: Punjab National
Bank (PNB) will invest as a
promoter in Open Network
for Digital Commerce by
picking up over 9 per cent
stake in the company. PTI

ducedto1.5lakhfrom1.8lakh,
and male workers fell to 5.1
lakh from 5.8 lakh during the
lockdown. Female employment in the trade sector reduced to 4 lakh (as on July 1,
2020) from 4.5 lakh (as on
March 25, 2020), while male
employment was down to
14.8 lakh (as on July 1, 2020)
from 16.1 lakh (as on March
25, 2020).
The findings are part of
AQEES. The revamped
Quarterly
Employment
Surveywasconductedduring
the first quarter (April-June
2021) to collect the informationontheimpactof thepandemic on the operational and
employment status of the establishments in the nine sectors — manufacturing, construction, trade, transport,
education, health, accommodation&restaurants,IT/BPOs,
and financial services.
The new quarterly employment survey, released in
September, had shown employment in key nine sectors
rising to 3.08 crore in AprilJune this year from 2.37 crore
in2013-14,thebaseyearchosen based on the sixth economic census. Assessing the
impact of the pandemic on
employmentintheorganised
non-farmsegment,thereport
had said employment decreased in 27 per cent of the
establishments.
As much as 81 per cent of
the workers received full
wages during the lockdown
period (March 25-June 30,
2020),16percentreceivedreduced wages and only 3 per
cent were denied any wages,
it said. The earlier version of
QES was suspended in 2018,
citing a gap in numbers with
the payroll data.
There are two components under AQEES, QES and
Area Frame Establishment
Survey (AFES), which covers
the unorganised segment
(with less than 10 workers).

NO PROPOSAL TO RECOGNISE BITCOIN AS CURRENCY: FM

OWES `21,781 CR TO LENDERS AS OF OCT 31

RBIforwideningscopeof‘bank
note’toincludedigitalcurrency

RBI supersedes
board of default-hit
Reliance Capital

ENSECONOMICBUREAU

MUMBAI,NOVEMBER29

NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER29

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
hasproposedamendmentstothe
Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934,
whichwouldenableittolauncha
Central Bank Digital Currency
(CBDC). The move comes amid
the government’s plans to introduce a Bill oncryptocurrencies in
the current Parliament session
that seeks to prohibit “all private
cryptocurrencies in India” with
“certain exceptions”.
“Government has received a
proposal from Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) in October, 2021 for
amendment to the Reserve Bank
of India Act, 1934 to enhance the
scope of the definition of ‘bank
note’toincludecurrencyindigital

E

E X P L A I NE D

EMPLOYMENT WATCH

What is
● CBDC?

THE CENTRALBankDigital
Currency(CBDC)isadigital
form of fiat currency
which can be transacted
using wallets backed by
blockchain and is regulated by the central bank.
form.RBIhasbeenexamininguse
cases and working out a phased
implementationstrategyforintroduction of CBDC with little or no
disruption,” Minister of State for
FinancePankajChaudharysaidin
replytoaqueryinLokSabha.
The CBDC is a digital form of

fiat currency which can be transacted using wallets backed by
blockchainandisregulatedbythe
centralbank.Thoughtheconcept
of CBDCs was directly inspired by
bitcoin, it is different from decentralised virtual currencies and
cryptoassets,whicharenotissued
bythestateandlackthe‘legaltender’status.CBDCsenabletheuser
to conduct both domestic and
cross border transactions which
do not require a third party or a
bank. “Introduction of CBDC has
thepotentialtoprovidesignificant
benefits,suchasreduceddependency on cash, higher seigniorage
duetolowertransactioncosts,reduced
settlement
risk.
Introduction of CBDC would also
possiblyleadtoamorerobust,efficient, trusted, regulated and legal tender-based payments op-

tion.Therearealsoassociatedrisks
which need to be carefully evaluated against the potential benefits,”Chaudharysaid.
Meanwhile, in response to a
separate query in Lok Sabha,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said the government
does not collect data on Bitcoin
transactions and on trading in
cryptocurrencies. She added the
government has no proposal to
recogniseBitcoinasacurrency.
“A CBDC is the legal tender issued by a central bank in a digital
form. It is the same as a fiat currencyandisexchangeableone-toonewiththefiatcurrency.Onlyits
form is different,” as per the RBI.
CBDCisadigitalorvirtualcurrency
butitisnotcomparabletotheprivate virtual currencies that came
upgloballyoverthelastdecade.

‘Over 5L cos shut down, 7L
new ones registered in six yrs’

Datafortheperiod
startingfromApril1,2016,
tilldateshowed:

More than 5 lakh companies went out of business while over
7 lakh new companies were set up in the last nearly six years,
as per data from Corporate Affairs Ministry on Monday

wereshutdown

INAREPLY totheLokSabha,MoS

forCorporateAffairsRaoInderjit

5,00,506 companies

7,17,049 newcompanies
wereregisteredunder
CompaniesAct,2013

Singhsaidtheministrydoesnot
“maintaindataoneventbase”

The term ‘closed company’ is not defined under the Act and
companies would be struck off after following due process of law

SECOND STRATEGIC STAKE SALE THIS FISCAL

Source: Government data/PTI

The response was to a query on state-wise companies closed
down after demonetisation, GST and Covid-19 pandemic

RBI clears LIC stake hike

Panel clears `210-crore in Kotak Mahindra Bank
bid by Nandal Finance To raise holding in lender to nearly 10%
for Central Electronics
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER29

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER29

CELFINANCIALS (in ` cr)

Year

20192020
Production 249.09
Sales
245.99
GrossMargin 14.01
GrossProfit 9.06
Profitbefore 6.36
Tax
NetProfit
3.13
afterTax

20182019
229.73
232.55
11.69
7.21
4.07

AMINISTERS’panelondisinvestment on Monday cleared a winningbidof Rs210croreforselling
100 per cent government equity
in Central Electronics Ltd (CEL) to
Nandal Finance and Leasing Pvt
Ltd. The Alternative Mechanism
— comprising Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari and
Minister of State (Independent
charge) for Science and Technology Jitendra Singh — approved
“thehighestpricebid”forstrategic
sale of government stake in CEL.
“The next step will be to issue
the Letter of Intent (LoI) and then
signtheSharePurchaseAgreement following which, the conditionsprecedentwouldneedtobe
satisfiedbythesuccessfulbidder,
thecompanyandGovernment.It
is expected that the transaction
willbecompletedduringcurrent
FY2021-22,”theFinanceMinistry
said in a statement.
CEL recorded sales of Rs
245.99 crore in 2019-20, as compared to Rs 232.55 crore in 201819, as per latest available data in
the company’s annual reports. It
recorded net profit after tax of Rs
3.13 crore in 2019-20, up from Rs

1.69 crore in 2018-19. The company has a total debt of Rs 42.96
crore at March-end 2020, as per
the annual report. The company
isalsocarryingunpaidwagerevision arrears for the year 2007
amountingtoaroundRs19crore.
Setupin1974,CELoperatesin
four key areas — railway safety &
signalling systems, defence
(strategic)electronics,solarphotovoltaics,andsecuritysurveillance
solutions. Its paid up capital at
March-end 2020 was Rs. 70.87
crore. This is the second strategic
stake sale by the government afterAirIndiathisfiscal.Afterreceipt
of sealed financial bids, a reserve
price of Rs 194 crore was fixed
based on valuations by the transaction adviser and the asset valuer, the government said.

SC gives two more
weeks to CCI to decide
Future-Amazon case

Relief rally: Oil
rebounds 3% as
investors see
‘fall overdone’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU

REUTERS

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
extendedbytwoweeksthedeadlineforCompetitionCommission
of India (CCI) to decide on the
ConfederationofAllIndiaTraders’
(CAIT) plea seeking revocation of
approval granted to the AmazonFuture Group deal in 2019. It also
gavelibertytoAmazontoraiseobjectionsbeforetheCommission.
Earlier, on November 16, the
DelhiHighCourthaddirectedCCI
todecideinthematterwithintwo
weeks instead of January 4, the
earlier scheduled date of hearing.
The CAIT had moved the HC demanding the annulment of CCI’s
approval that was granted to
Amazonin2019andwantedprotection of its 6,000 traders who
had supplied goods worth Rs
10,000croretotheFutureGroup.
On Monday, a Bench led by

OIL REBOUNDED by more than
3 per cent on Monday to above
$76 a barrel as some investors
viewed Friday’s slump in oil and
financial markets on concern
about the Omicron coronavirus
variant as overdone.
Brent crude was up $2.28, or
3 per cent, at $75.02 a barrel by
12:29 pm Eastern (1729 GMT),
havingslidby$9.50onFriday.US
West Texas Intermediate (WTI)
crude was up $2.93, or 4.3 per
cent, at $71.08, having tumbled
by$10.24intheprevioussession.
Saudi Energy Minister
Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman alSaud said on Monday he was
not worried about Omicron,
Asharq Business reported, while
his Russian counterpart said he
sees no need for urgent action
on the market.

NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER29

1.69

Source: Annual reports

LONDON, NOVEMBER 29

The SC gave the extension
beyond the 2-week deadline
set by the High Court. File
Chief Justice NV Ramana while
disposing of Amazon’s appeal
against the HC’s order said it does
not want to express any opinion
onthemeritsofthecaseortheCCI
proceedings, but gave an extension of two weeks beyond the
two-weekdeadlinesetbytheHC.
Thejudgesduringthehearing
also asked about the “tearing
hurry” for the Commission to
completetheproceedingswhenit
isalreadyhearingthecase. FE

LICWILLincreaseitsstakeinKotak
Mahindra Bank to nearly 10 per
cent, having received approval
from the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), the private bank said in a
regulatory filing on Monday.
Kotak said it has received an
intimation from LIC for the same.
“Kotak Mahindra Bank has received an intimation from Life
Insurance Corporation of India
(LIC)statingthattheReserveBank

of India had granted its approval
toLIC,forincreasingitsholdingin
thebankupto9.99percentofthe
paid-up equity share capital of
the bank,” it added.
The stake hike is subject to
RBI’s master directions on prior
approval for acquisition of
sharesorvotingrightsinprivate
sector banks and on ownership
inprivatebanks.Itisalsosubject
to Sebi’s Foreign Exchange
Management Act norms. Kotak
Bank shares traded at Rs 2,020
on BSE, up 2.91 per cent from the
previous close. WITHPTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
onMondaysupersededtheboard
ofdirectorsofRelianceCapitalLtd
(RCL), belonging to the Anil
Ambani group, in view of the defaults by RCL in meeting the various payment obligations to its
creditorsandseriousgovernance
concernswhichtheboardhasnot
been able to address effectively.
The central bank has appointed Nageswar Rao Y, former
Executive Director, Bank of
Maharashtra,astheAdministrator
ofthecompanyunderSection45IE (2) of the RBI Act. “The Reserve
Bank will shortly initiate the
process of resolution of the company under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Rules, 2019,” it said.
The RBI will also apply to the
National Company Law Tribunal,
MumbaiforappointingtheAdministratorastheInsolvencyResolution professional. On October 5,
the RBI superseded the boards of
Kolkata-based NBFCs Srei
Infrastructure Finance and Srei
EquipmentFinance.Earlier,ithad
superseded the board of Dewan
Housing Finance (DHFL).
RCL owes Rs 21,781.01 crore,
including interest, as on October
31tolenders.Ithasalsodefaulted
on repayment of inter-corporate
deposits taken from various parties aggregating to Rs 562 crore
andinterestRs120croreforwhich
maximum days of default ranges
from 510 days to 567 days.
RCL made a loss of Rs 10,971
croreonarevenueofRs563crore
during the fiscal ended March
2021.Itssharesfell5percentatRs
19.05 on the BSE on Monday.
The company reported continuous delay in servicing of debt
obligations on account of stretched liquidity. “The liquidity pro-

DELAY IN
SERVICING DEBT

File

■ The company,
belonging to the Anil
Ambani group, reported
continuous delay in
servicing of debt
obligations on account
of stretched liquidity
file of the group continues to be
under stress on account of delay
in raising funds from the asset
monetization plan and impendingdebtpayments,”CareRatings
saidwhilegivingdefaultrating–D
– to the company.
Lendershadputseveralassets
of RCL, including its insurance
ventures, asset reconstruction
firm, and securities arm on sale.
SBI Caps and JM Financial had received over 90 expressions of interest for the company’s nine key
assets,butthedealcouldnotbefinalised due to the ongoing litigation. RCL was among the leading
NBFCs at one time, but came under pressure when the financial
sectorfacedacrisistwoyearsago.
RCL’s consolidated debt is Rs
40,000croreandtheresolutionof
thetwolendingbusinesses—RCF
andRHF—willhaveanimpacton
theconsolidateddebtofthecompany, its chairman Anil Ambani
had said. “Between these two
companies,thereisadebtof over
Rs 20,000 crore, and this will be
deconsolidated from Reliance
Capital’sbalancesheet,”hesaidat
RCL’s AGM in September.

GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN

OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT CUM MEMBER
SECRETARY, RMRS. SAWAI MAN SINGH HOSPITAL, JAIPUR

[Sawai Man Singh Road Tonk Road, Jaipur, Rajasthan 302001]
[Phone 0141-2518308, 0141 2565647, Email-ms.smshospital@gmail.com]

No. 3922/Store/SMS/MH/2021

Notice Inviting Bid

Jaipur dated, the 25.11.2021

Bids for rate contract for procurement of Neuro Spine Navigation system for Neurosurgery
department are invited from interested bidders up to 30.12.2021 on 5.00 pm. Other particular
of bid may be visited on the procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state.
UBN No. MCJ 2122GLOB00178
Sd/Member Secretary RMRS,
DIPR/C/12052/2021
S.M.S. Hospital Jaipur

Office of the Additional Chief Engineer
(Project)
PHED Bharatpur (Rajasthan)
E-Notice Inviting Bid No. 01/2021-22

No.:- PHED/ACE (P)/JJM/Tender/2021-22/1270-78 Dated:- 18.11.2021
On behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan, NIT no. 01/2021-22 online tender is
hereby invited from eligible bidders for work of “Retrofitting of Dang area
Water Supply Project of District Dholpur to provide FHTC including 10year O&M, after defect liability period of one year on percentage rate
basis single point responsibility turnkey contract, under JJM” as per
criteria mentioned in the detailed NIT/tender document: available on website:
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in & http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in. Tenders are
to be submitted online in electronic format on website
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in as per prescribed schedule
NIT No.
Name of work
Estimated UBN no.
Date & time
cost (Rs
for online
in Lakh)
downloading
/ submission
of bid
01/2021 Retrofitting of Dang 7948.36 PHE2122WL
From
-22
area Water Supply
OBO9652
24.11.2021
Project of District
(6.00PM) to
Dholpur to provide
27.12.2021
FHTC including 10(6.00PM)
year O&M, after defect
liability period of one
year on percentage
rate basis single point
responsibility turnkey
contract, under JJM
SAVE WATER- SAVE LIFE

UBN NO.:- PHE2122WLOBO9652

DIPR/C/11903/2021

Sd/(Hemant Kumar)
Additional Chief Engineer (Project)
PHED Bharatpur

New Delhi
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Classifieds
PERSONAL
I Dinesh Satya dev Bhardwaj
S/O Satya Dev Sharma R/O Flat
no. 1806, Tower B3, Panchsheel
Greens, Greater Noida west 201318 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO Dinesh Bhardwaj
0070763194-1
I Mumtaz Begum alias Mumtaz
Fareed D/o Mohammad Ilyas
W/o Fareed Ahmed R/o House
No.1201, Gali Mazar Wali, Kalan
Mahal, Darya Ganj, Delhi G.P.O.,
North Delhi, Delhi-110006 have
changed my name to Mumtaz
Fareed for all purposes.
0040593745-2
I SEEMA AGARWAL W/O
PRAMOD KUMAR AGARWAL
R/O 202 ARIHANT ALTURA
INDIRAPURAM GHAZIABAD
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
SEEMA AGRAWAL W/O
PRAMOD KUMAR AGRAWAL
0070763196-1
I Sanjay Kumar Bhardwaj alias
Sanjay Bhardwaj S/o Sh. Ram
Dhan Bhardwaj R/o Flat No.006,
Shri Keshav Kunj Apartment,
Sector-17, Pocket-D, Phase-2,
Dwarka, New Delhi-110078
have changed my name to
Sanjay Bhardwaj for all
purposes.
0040593745-1
I Vedanti Garg D/o-Rajesh Garg
R/o-M-98, Guru Harkishan
Nagar, Paschim Vihar, Delhi110087 have changed my name
to Vedhanti Garg for all
purposes.
0040593747-1
I,Vinay Kumar,S/O-LT. Shri Katar
Singh,Resident Of 39-A.,JEXTN.,Laxmi Nagar, Delhi110092,have change my son
name from Dharaya Panwar to
Dhairya Panwar for all future
purposes.
0040593815-6
I,VINAY SHANKAR UPADHYAY,
FATHER OF,ABHISHEK KUMAR
UPADHYAY,R/O VILLBABHANGAWAN PO-GUNDI
DIST-BHOJPUR-802313,
BIHAR,have changed my
name,from VINAY SHANKAR
UPADHYAY TO BINAY SHANKAR
UPADHYAY,VIDEAFFIDAVIT,DATED29/11/2021,BEFORE NCT-DELHI
0040593817-9
I,Sonia Gupta W/o Siddharth
Goel R/o BE-62 First-Floor
Shalimar-Bagh Delhi110088,have changed my name
to Sonia Goel.
0040593809-1
I,Shrishti Yadav,D/O-Late Shri
Anil kumar Yadav, R/OH.No.2917,Gali.no-7, Libaspur,
Delhi-110042, inform that
Khushboo and Shrishti Yadav
both are name of one & the
same person she will be known
as Shrishti Yadav in future.Her
date of Birth is 21.01.1998.
0040593815-1
I,Service.No.15618923X Rank
HAV/CLK(SD)Name Pradeep
Chahar, S/o Baljeet-Chahar
Unit-15 GUARDS C/o-56 APO &
resident of Village-Khorra,
Tehsil-Matanhail, DistrictJhajjar (Haryana) -124142,
declare that in my servicerecord daughter name has
been wrongly-mentioned as
Versha Instead of Varsha videAffidavit. No. 49AA 877768
dated-25/11/21, Haryana.
0040593809-7
I,Saruli Devi W/o,Lt.Balbir
Singh,No.4041376. ExPNR ,R/o
H/no.8/11,Block-C, Gali No.2,Rama Vihar, Mohammadpur
Majri, Delhi-81 have changed
my to Sharda Devi all purposes.
0040593817-1
I,Irshad S/O Nisharul Haque
R/O,B-10/75, DDA-Flate InderLok Delhi-110035,have changed
my name to Mohd Irshad.
0040593809-2
I,SANJEEV AGRAWAL S/o Brp
Agarwal R/o plot.no.322, F4,Gyan Khand-1 Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh201010,have changed my name
to Sanjeev Kumar AGRAWAL
for,all Purposes.
0040593817-2
I,Ramesh Chander Jiyaram
Gupta S/o Jiyaram Rajaram
Gupta R/o-BLD-253 The Belaire
DLF-City, Phase-5, Gurgaon122009 Haryana, have changed
my name to Ramesh Gupta
Permanently.
0040593796-1
I,Pankaj Kumar alias Pankaj
Yadav S/o Rohtash Singh, R/o1728/1 27, Feet-Road West SideDabua Colony, NIT Faridabad121001, Haryana have changed
my name to Pankaj Rao
Permanently.
0040593796-2
I,Omkar Singh Lodhi,S/o-Kishan
Lal Lodhi,R/o-A-221,Gaur Green
Avenue, Abhay Khand-2,
Indirapuram,Ghaziabad UP201014,have changed my son’s
name from Dhruv Singh to
Dhruv Lodhi for all future
purposes.
0040593815-4
I,No - 9106550F, Hav- Jameed
Ahmad Lone, S/O - Noor Mohd
Lone, R/O- Shahpora
Bala(Chorwan) Tehsil- Gurez,
District- Bandipora. In my
service records the D o B of my
son namely Rayees Ahmad
Lone is wrongly mentioned as
11.05.2006 instead of
11.05.2007. It needs correction.
Objections be filed to
concerned authorities within
seven days.
0020430154-1

I,Kumari Archana,D/o late
Sri.Naresh Kumar Sinha,R/o
Quater.No-1 CPWD Enquiry
Office, Sec-1,Pushp Vihar,
Malviya-Nagar, Delhi110017,have changed my name
to Archana Singh,for all future
purposes.
0040593817-8
I,Kanwar Hargobind Mehta,S/oSant Ram Mehta,R/o-11263,
Dooriwalan Ram Nagar, Karol
Bagh,New Delhi-110005,Inform
that Hargobind & Kanwar
Hargobid Mehta both name
belongs to same person. That
in Future,I would be known
with the name of “Kanwar
Hargobind Mehta” for all future
legal purposes.
0040593815-3
I,KAUSILYA DEVI,MOTHER OF,
ABHISHEK KUMAR UPADHYAY
R/O.VILL-BABHANGAWAN POGUNDI DIST-BHOJPUR-802313,
BIHAR have changed my name,
from KAUSILYA DEVI TO
KAUSHALYA DEVI,VIDEAFFIDAVIT DATED29/11/2021,BEFORE NCT-DELHI.
0040593817-10
I,Isha Khanna,D/o Mahendra Pal
Arora, W/o-Rahul Khanna,R/oB-604, 6th-Floor, BestechParkview Ananda,Sector-81,
Gurugram(Haryana)122004,have changed my name
to Isha Arora.
0040593809-6
I,HIMANSHU S/O-MOHINDER
ASIJA,HOUSE.NO-277 GROUNDFLOOR TARUN ENCLAVE PITAMPURA DELHI-110034,changed
my name to HIMANSHU ASIJA.
0040593809-5
I,Dharmvir S/O-Dariyav Singh
R/O.H.No-945, Gali.No-20,
Village-Libashpur Delhi110042, have changed my
nameto Dharamvir Singh,for
all, future purpose
0040593809-4
I,Chandra Singh,R/oH.No.244/B,Gali no.1,Near
Swaraj Mandir,baba
Colony,Burari,North Delhi110084,have changed the name
of my minor son’s from Harish
Negi to Aditya Negi for all
purposes.
0040593815-5
I,Anil Kumar,S/o Jai Kishan R/oH.No.206, Pana Bichli Gali,Galino.20, Mangolpur-Kalan,Delhi110085,have changed my son’s
name, from Krishna to Devain
Kumar,for all purposes.
0040593809-8
I,ANIL VERMA SON OF SHRI
RANJIT SINGH VERMA,R/OA3/36, GROUND FLOOR,ALOK
KUNJ,SECTOR-15, ROHINI,Delhi110089, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ANIL KUMAR VERMA.
0040593815-2
I, Ved Prakash Juneja S/o Des Raj
Juneja R/o 230, First-Floor,
Pocket-4, Sector-24,
Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changed my name to Vishal
Juneja.
0040593809-10
I, Surinder Mohan Malik S/o
Ram Ditta Mal Malik R/o 1657,
Sector-29, Noida(U.P) have
changed my name from
Surrinder Mohan Malik to
Surinder Mohan Malik for all
future purposes.
0040593761-2
I, Siddharth Tewari, S/o
Ashwani Tewari, R/o 88/3, Prem
Nagar, Kanpur Uttar Pradesh 208001, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Siddhartha Shankar Tewari.
0070763204-1
I, Shubham Jain S/O Anil Jain
born on 14/1/93 R/o Pocket-D
Flat No-450, Dilshad Garden,
Delhi-110095 have changed my
name to Prakhar Jain vide
affidavit dated 27/11/21 at
Haryana.
0050187992-1
I, SWETA W/o SH. ROHAN
LAKHAIYAR, R/o Flat-No-20,
JDM Apartment, Sector-05
Dwarka Delhi have changed my
name to SWETA LAKHAIYAR
permanently
0040593792-1
I, SWEETY W/O SANJEEV KUMAR
AGRAWAL R/o plot.no.322,F4,Gyan Khand-1 Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh201010,have changed my name
to SWEETY AGRAWAL for all
Purposes.
0040593817-3
I, SALEEM KUMAR PILLAI s/o
PARACKANAL MADHVAN
KUNJUPILLAI r/o A-4/324, DDA
Flats, Paschim Vihar, ND-63
have changed my minor, aged
14 years, son’s name from
ABHINAV S KUMAR to ABHINAV
KUMAR.
0040593771-1
I, Rajni Kandwal W/o Sunil
Kandwal R/o C-1425, Gaur
Global Village,Crossing
Republik, Ghaziabad, UP201016 have changed my name
from RajaniNaithani to Rajni
Kandwal.
0040593749-1
I, Rajesh Kumar Singathia S/o,
Attar Singh R/o-Flat-No.8523 C8
Near Gate-No.8, Vasantkunj,
South-West Delhi-110070,have
changed my name from Rajesh
Kumar Singathia To Rajesh
Kumar.
0040593809-9
I, Pradeep Kumar Pandey S/o
Shri Diwakar Pandey R/o Plot
No-143, F-1, Sector-4, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201010. have
changed my name from
Pradeep Kumar Pandey to
Pradeep Pandey for All future
purposes.
0040593773-1
I, Poonam Sawilani W/o Lalit
Gurnani, R/o-39-A, Nehru Nagar
Near-Sai Baba Mandir, Ajay
Nagar, Ajmer - 305001,
Rajasthan have changed my
name to Mansi Gurnani
Permanently.
0040593796-3

I, Pooja Rathore w/o Bahadur
Singh Rathore r/o E1-1102,
Skytech Matrott, Sector-76,
NOIDA, UP-201301 have
changed my name to POOJA
CHAUHAN.
0040593770-1
I, Pallavi Parth, Ex. W/o Prakash
Parth, R/o F-48, 2nd Floor, Tulip
Garden, Sushant Lok-2, Sector57, Gurgaon, Sector-56,
Haryana - 122011, declare that I
got divorced from my husband
vide Court Decree No. â€” HMA
103 of 2007 Dated 1st March
2007. Further I have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Anita Israni.
0070763199-1
I, Mamta Sharma D/o, Nathu Lal
Sharma R/o-18/13-B, TilakNagar, New Delhi-110018,
inform that Mamta Sharma
and Shristi both names are
belong to one and same
person.
0040593817-5
I, Gujral Rashmeet
Narendersingh W/o Kundan
Katre R/o-1F-102, Meera
Omaxe-Eternity, Chatikara
Road, Vrindavan
Bangar,Mathura, UP-281121,
have changed my name to
Rashmeet Katre. 0040593817-4
I, Aditya Sharma S/o Ravin
Sharma R/o C-3/72, Sector-31,
Noida(U.P) have changed my
name from Aditya to Aditya
Sharma for all future purposes.
0040593761-1
I, KM RACHNA GAUTAM, W/o
ASHOK GAUTAM, R/O- F-244,
Hari Nagar Extension, Badar
Pur, Jait Pur, South Delhi110044 inform that KM
RACHNA GAUTAM and
RACHNA GAUTAM both are
same and one person.
0070763195-1
I,Ajeet Ahuja S/O Brij Lal R/O, A13, First-Floor Chander-Nagar
Ghaziabad-Uttar Pradesh201011,have changed my name
to Ajit Ahuja.
0040593809-3

LOST & FOUND
It is notified for the information
that my original mark sheet of
semester 2, Examination year
2012-2013 IMU Roll no
12006011013 issued by INDIAN
MARITIME UNIVERSITY for
Nautical science has been lost.
Name: Gaurav Dhoundiyal (
Gaurav Dhoundiyal ) S/O
Chandarmani Dhoundiyal Add :
E-67, Satguru Kripa Niwas,
Pipal wala road, Mohan
garden, Uttamnagar, New
Delhi, Pin: 110059 if found
contact :9654460742

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that my client
SH. ASHOK AGGARWAL S/O AVADH BIHARI
AGGARWAL R/O BLOCK-BG-5/65-B,PASCHDM
VIHAR NEW DEILHI-63 AGE -73 have severed
all his relations and disowned,debared SH.
NEERAJ AGGARWAL S/O SH. ASHOK
AGARWAL, MRS. CHANDNI AGGARWAL W/0
SH. NEERAJ AGARWAL and his Grand SONS
DEEPANSHU AND PANKAJ AGGARWAL both
S/O SH. NEERAJ AGGARWAL from all his
movable and immovable assets due to- their
bad habits and conduct. Anybody dealing with
NEERAJ AGGARWALand his family will do a his/
her/their own risk and responsibilities and my
client will not be respansibiefor any act, deed, or
dealing done by them.
SURENDER SHARMA, Advocate
Ch.No. X-16 A CIVIL SIDE LAWYERS
CHAMBER NEW DELHI-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regd. Office.: PSPCL Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001)
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in
Mobile No. 96461-07205 E-mail: se-hq-ggsstp-ropar@pspcl.in
E-Tender Enq. No. 346/P-3/EMPW·11828 dated 22.11.2021 Dy.
Chief Engineer/Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGSSTP,
Roopnagar invites E-Tender ID No. 2021_POWER_77291_1 for
the work of Seat Replacement of HP Bypass Spray Valves E32S of
210 MW 'KWU' Design Units at GGSSTP, Rupnagar. For detailed
NIT & Tender Specification please refer to https://
eproc.punjab.gov.in from 24.11.2021 from 05.00 PM onwards.
Note :- Corrigendum & addendum, If any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
RTP 38/21
10490/Pb

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform public at large that my
client Mrs. Prabha Aggarwal D/o Sh. Tara
Chand Aggarwal R/o 120, New Rajdhani
Enclave,
Shakar
Pur
Baramad,
Shakarpur, East Delhi, Delhi-110092
have cut off his family relations and have
disowned his son namely Sh. Ajay
Aggarwal S/o Sh. Ramesh Aggarwal from
her movable / immovable properties due
to their disobedient and quarrelsome
nature and my client was not/is not/will
not be responsible for any act of Sh. Ajay
Aggarwal in any manner.
Sd/Renu yadav & Shubham Bagodia
Advocate
Ch. No. 771-772, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client Babu
Lal Gupta S/o Sh. Narayan Lal
Gupta R/o H.No.G-9/72, Sangam
Vihar, Pushp Vihar, New Delhi110062 has disowned his son Sh.
Vikas Gupta and his wife Smt. Pooja
@ Pooja Sharma from his all
moveable
and
immovable
prooperties and severed all relations
with them due to their disobedience.
My client shall not be responsible for
their acts.
Sd/Sandeep Kumar (Advocate)
Ch. No.486, Saket Courts
New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Om Prakash (aged about 75
years) S/O late Sh. Arjun Singh and his
wife Sito Devi (aged about 70 years)
both resident of H. No. B-53, Madipur,
JJ Colony, Delhi, hereby disown their
son namely Manoj and his wife namely
Sapna and their children all resident of
E-368, Madipur Colony, Delhi from their
all movable and immovable properties
because they are not in the control of
my clients and hence, my clients severe
all their relation with them, if anybody
deals with them, he/she will himself be
responsible for the same and my clients
will not be responsible in any manner.
Sd/- Deepak Ghai (Advocate)
Ch. No. 440, W. Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi- 110054

0040593769-2

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
DIRECTORATE OF TRAINING
ASSAM ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF COLLEGE
[An Institute certified under the Standards of ISO 9001:2015]

KHANAPARA, GUWAHATI- 781022

CANCELLATION NOTICE
No. AASC(PETC)49/2021-22/72
Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) issued vide no AASC (T) 49/202122/55 dated 27th October 2021 for imparting Class Room
Coaching at Assam Administrative Staff College,
Khanapara, Guwahati-22 to the aspirants of Central Civil
Service (IAS and Allied Services) Preliminary and Mains
Examination 2022 conducted by UPSC is hereby cancelled
due to unavoidable circumstances.
Additional Director of Training
Assam Administrative Staff College
Janasanyog/C/8298
Khanapara, Guwahati- 22

I Gaurav Khosla have lost my
Original marksheets for
Graduation, Roll no. G1155100543, SHUATS University.
If Found Please Contact:
9891967818
0050187994-1
I Charan Kaur W/o Late
Bakhshish Singh R/o C-28,
Pushpanjali Enclave,
Pitampura, Delhi have lost my
Original Builder Buyer
Agreement to Sell, Possession
Letter & Receipt of Unit No.301,
Adarsh Complex, Plot No.3,
Community Centre, Wazirpur
Indl. Area, Delhi. Finders may
contact at above address.
0040593745-4

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

Be it known to public at large that my clients
(1) Ms. Bashiran w/o Late Noor Mohammad
(2) Ms. Reshma & Ms. Shabnam both D/o
Late Noor Mohammad (3) Mr. Rahis, Mr.
Saleem & Mr. Aslam all S/o Late Noor
Mohammad all residing at T-41, Moolchand
Colony, Adarsh Nagar, Delhi-110033 have
severed their relationships with Mr. Mohd.
Chand S/o Late Noor Mohammad R/o T-41,
Moolchand Colony, Adarsh Nagar, Delhi110033 (son & brother respectively) and
completely debar and disown him from all
their movable and immovable properties and
other things of benefits because of his bad
treatment meted out to my aforesaid clients
by him. If anybody deals with him they will do
so at heir own risk, cost and consequences
for which my above clients shall not be
responsible in any manner.
Sd/Sanjay Kumar Aggarwal
Advocate
Ch. No. 345, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

Be it known to all that my clients Sh. Jagdish
Prashad S/o Muktiyar Singh and his wife Smt.
Lila Wati W/o Jagdish Prashad, both resident
of H.No. A-262, Gali No. 9, A-Block,
Mahalaxmi Enclave, Karawal Nagar, NorthEast Dist., Delhi-110094 have disowned and
debarred their both sons and their wives
namely (1) Amit Kumar and his wife Sweeti,
and (2) Kapil Kumar and his wife Manisha from
their all movable and immovable properties.
My clients have severed all their social
relations with them due to their misconduct and
misbehavior. Anybody dealing with them in any
manner either civil or criminal matter shall do at
their own risk, cost and responsibilities and my
clients would not be responsible for any of their
acts in future.
Sd/AHMAD PARVEZ
CH. No. 171, Block-II,
High Court of Delhi, New Delhi

I Ruchi Arora W/o Nikhil Arora
R/o E-50, Second Floor, Sector1, Avantika, Rohini, Delhi have
lost my all Original documents
i. e Allotment Letter, Demand
Letter, Possession Letter etc.of
LIG Flat No.101, Block-A,G.F.,
Pocket-3, Sector-7, Rohini,
Delhi. Finders may contact at
above address. 0040593745-3

I, Vivek Khanna S/o Late
smt.Kamini Khanna R/o Silver
Oaks Apartments, 104/95, DLF
City Phase-I, Gurgaon, Haryana
have lost the all Original
Documents i.e. Allotment
Letter, Buyer Agreement,
Possession Letter, Payment
Receipts and Sale Deeds
bearing serial Nos. 16362 dt.
17.2.1997, 1054 dt. 21.4.1997 &
4793 dt. 29.5.2006 pertaining to
my above said residential
property. Finder please kindly
inform the same to me on the
address mentioned in above.

''IMPORTANT''

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed that
my Clientess Mrs. Reena Kumar W/o
Late Mr. Ashok Mishra has nothing to
do with Mr. Amit Mishra and Dr. Sumit
Mishra both Resident of V-38, Arvind
Nagar, Ghonda, Delhi-110053, both
son's of Late Mr. Ashok Mishra from
his previous marriage to Mrs. Anita. My
clientess has no relations with them nor
they have any interest or connections
in my clients movable or immovable
properties.
SUNIL JACOB (Advocate)
141, lawyers Chamber Block,
Saket Courts, New Delhi-17

0040593816-1
I,Madan Kumar Sharma, s/oInder Dutt Sharma,R/o-B121,Gazipur-Village, Delhi96,have lost my
original-Ownership papers
GDA Sale deed,Registered
GPA,Allotment,& possessionLetter of Plot.no.3rd F379,Vaishali-Ghaziabad,UP
along with some other
documents. Misuse of lostdocuments will be
illegal.Finder Call-9313696262.
0040593817-11

BUSINESS OFFERS
Expert Editing of academic and
non academic documents/
manuscripts. WhatsApp GS at
9930082738 or
languages.sck@gmail.com
0050187882-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
“Public at large is hereby informed
that my client Manveen Singh S/o Lt.
Sh. Harmander Singh Chowdhary,
presently living in Australia, is one of
the legal heirs of his late father, who
expired
on
11.10.2021,
is
unauthorisedly and unlawfully, being
misrepresented represented by his
second wife Smt. Bela Chowdhary
and adopted daughter Pooja as the
only legal heirs of Lt. Sh. Harmander
Singh Chowdhary. Now Any body
dealing with them in any manner
whatsoever with regard to the
movable, immovable properties,
assets, shares, debentures, bank
accounts etc., of the said Sh.
Harmander Singh Chowdhary shall
be doing so at his/her/their own risk,
cost and responsibility.”
Sd/HARBANS SINGH
Advocate
Ch. No. 572, Saket Courts,
New Delhi-17
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If Magnus takes the lead in crucial
fourth game, it could get one-sided

SPORT/CALENDAR 19

Surya Sekhar Ganguly
I THINK the first three games followed the
pattern of a typical World Championship
match. The two players were testing each
other on different lines, without any obvious weakness on either side in terms of
opening or strategy. But Magnus (Carlsen)
should definitely be happy, especially about
the third game, where he had a relatively
easy draw despite playing with the black
pieces.Delving into the technical side of
things, Nepo’s (Ian Nepomniachtchi) first
move was e4 (King’s pawn opening) in both
games where he played with the white
pieces. Magnus responded to that with e5
in both games. Against e5, Nepo adopted
Ruy Lopez. Magnus countered that with the
Morphy defence, employing the Marshall
variation. Nepo didn’t want to allow that and
resorted to the Anti-Marshall counter.
It’s a step by step process.
Nepo’s next game with the white pieces
would be Game No.5. If he plays e4 again,
not necessarily that Magnus would repeat
e5. He might do it, he might not. He could
well turn to c5, the Sicilian defence. But I
think in the fifth game, Nepo would most
likely play d4 – the Queen’s pawn opening –
to try and figure out how Magnus’s team has
prepared against that. He has played e4 in
his first two games with white, and maybe
he can think that it’s time to change.
After two games with the white pieces,
Nepo has enough information about how
Magnus’s team has prepared against e4.
Now Nepo’s team is expected to work on
cracking the existing line – Magnus’s e5 –
while trying to get information about the
latter’s preparation against d4. Different
teams have different match strategies.
When we were at the World Championship,
especially during (Viswanathan) Anand’s
match against (Boris) Gelfand, our strategy
was that we would play both e4 and d4, and
with the black pieces, we would start with
e5 against e4 in the first couple of games.
And when the opponent would start spending time on that, we would shift to some
other opening. So it’s very much possible
that Magnus would now turn to the Sicilian,
but this is something you can’t predict. He
might well stick to the existing line.
As a player, I am not speculating any-

World champion Magnus Carlsen will aim to claim a win with white pieces in the fourth game of the world championship
match against Ian Nepomniachtchi on his 31st birthday on Tuesday.
AP

“I had earlier mentioned that if
Nepo could take the match deep
with the scores level, his chances
would increase. Whether that
would happen, it’s too early to say.
In general, when draws pile up, the
challenger’s confidence level goes
up, while the world champion
tends to get a tad nervy.For
example, if there’s a stalemate
even after the Game No. 13, then
Carlsen no longer remains the
favourite”
SURYA SEKHAR GANGULY
GRANDMASTER

thing. I am excited about the World
Championship but as regards to openings
and/or moves, I don’t speculate. Of course,
when Anand was playing, it was completely
different, for I was directly involved. Here, I
am looking forward to a great match and
that’s what I am seeing.The second game
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was very entertaining and at the post-game
press conference Magnus spoke about committing a “blunder”. But I don’t read too
much into that. Comments at press conferences are usually very generic and I don’t
take them seriously. There will be mistakes
in every game. If I run every game through
the computer and put it under the microscope, some mistakes can be found. Very
rarely do we see an absolutely flawless game
– one out 10, that’s the ratio and even there
also, it could be a case that the second-best
move was played somewhere instead of the
best one. Mistakes will happen.
I had earlier mentioned that if Nepo
could take the match deep with the scores
level, his chances would increase. Whether
that would happen, it’s too early to say. In
general, when draws pile up, the challenger’s confidence level goes up, while the
world champion tends to get a tad nervy. For
example, if there’s a stalemate even after the
Game No. 13, then Carlsen no longer remains the favourite. From that point of view,
Nepo should be happy to take the match
deep. Then again, Magnus has got more en-

ergy in general. He will not get tired.
In the only game that Magnus has
played with the white pieces so far, he went
for the Catalan opening. But I don’t expect
him to repeat it in the next game. In fact,
based on my experience, I would be surprised if he does it. Nepo has played two
games with the white pieces so far and he
cannot be thrilled with what happened, but
he shouldn’t be disappointed also with the
outcome. The match hasn’t taken a departure from the normal as yet. With the black
pieces in the second game, Nepo was under
serious pressure at one point. But other than
that, it’s still about the two players testing
each other.
I think the fourth game is going to be
very crucial, Magnus’s second attempt with
the white pieces. If he takes the lead here, it
could easily get one-sided.
Grandmaster Surya Sekhar Ganguly
was one of Viswanathan Anand’s seconds
and assisted him in winning the World
Championship matches against Vladimir
Kramnik and Veselin Topalov. He spoke to
Shamik Chakrabarty.

Despite SA’s covid cloud, India
A team to play four-day game
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOVEMBER 29

CONFINEDINabio-bubble,withtheOmicron
cloudhangingoverthetour,theIndiaAteam
willplaytheirsecondfour-dayunofficialTest
against South Africa A in Bloemfontein from
Tuesday. International teams and players
have rushed to fly out of South Africa followingthespreadof thenewvariantof thevirus.
On Monday, Olympic javelin gold medalist
Neeraj Chopra cancelled his trip to the country, where he was supposed to go for a training-and-competition stint.
The BCCI, though, hasn't pulled the plug
on the A team's tour and as of now, the senior team's upcoming visit to South Africa is
on schedule as well."The India A games will
beplayedasperscheduleatthemoment.The
playersareinabio-bubbleandwehavebeen
constantly monitoring the situation, while
maintaining regular contact with Cricket
South Africa (CSA). The matches will be
played behind closed doors, but as of now,
theywillbeheldaspertheitinerary.Eventhe
Indian government hasn't sent any advisory
(to us), so the India A tour is on at the moment," BCCI treasurer Arun Dhumal told The
Indian Express.
Confirmation also came via a CSA press
release that said: "The South African A side
areeagerforanimprovedperformancewith
ballinhandwhentheytakeontheircounterpartsIndiaAinthesecondfour-daymatchat
the Mangaung Oval in Bloemfontein on
Tuesday."The India A team is touring South
Africa for three unofficial Tests, three onedayers and four T20s. The senior team will
leave for the country, after their ongoing
home series against New Zealand, to play
three Tests, three ODIs and four T20Is. Back
inSeptember,theIndianteamhadrefusedto
play the fifth Test against England in
ManchesterfollowingaCovidoutbreakinthe
camp.Dhumal, however, told this paper last
week that the BCCI would follow the Indian
government's directive as regards to the
cricket tours in South Africa. "Health
Ministry’s directive is supreme. If we get any
advisory in this regard, we will certainly follow that.”In an advisory to all the states last
week,theHealthMinistryidentifiedthenew
variant of the virus, B.1.1.529, to potentially
have “serious public health implications”.
This has also led to a rethink on the resumption of scheduled international flights from
December15.Severalcountries,includingthe
United Kingdom, the United States and
EuropeanUnionhaveslappedatravelbanon
South Africa.As for cricket, South Africa's
three-match ODI series against the
Netherlands saw a Covid-forced postponement,whiletheInternationalCricketCouncil
abandonedthewomen’sWorldCupqualifier
in South Africa’s neighbouring country
Zimbabwe.
The new variant of the Covid-19 virus,

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

Neeraj Chopra’s SA
trip cancelled
New Delhi: Olympic gold medalist
Neeraj Chopra won't be travelling to
South Africa as planned for a training-and-competition stint because
of the spread of the Omicron variant in the country, an Athletics
Federation of India official said.
"Neeraj's travel plans to South Africa
have been cancelled and we will
have to look for a new training base
for him," the official said.
In early 2020, Chopra had trained in
Potchefstroom and this time he was
scheduled to fly out of India in the
first week of December and be
based in South Africa till March.
Neeraj is aiming to participate in the
Diamond League in Doha in May followed by the Golden Spikes in
Ostrava. The World Championships,
the Commonwealth Games and the
Asian Games are the big events for
the Tokyo Olympics champion.

ENS

The India A team is touring
South Africa for three unofficial
Tests, three one-dayers and four
T20s. The senior team will leave
for the country, after their
ongoing home series against
New Zealand, to play three Tests,
three ODIs and four T20Is.
designated as Omicron by the World Health
Organization, has caused panic in several
countries including South Africa, where the
scientists first identified the variant at a lab
in Durban.As per the South African governmentdata,issuedbytheirhealthdepartment
on Sunday, 2,858 new cases were detected
in the last 24 hours, although it didn't reveal
thenumberofinfectionsbytheOmicronvariant.Reportsfromgroundzero,however,don't
present a grim picture. "A lot of people here
don'tevenknow(aboutthenewvariant).It's
all in the media. I'm right next to the second
biggest hospital in South Africa - Unitas
Hospital in Pretoria - and there's no alarm
from their side as yet," former South Africa
fast bowler Fanie de Villiers told The Indian
Express."We are still watching cricket at the
fields, we are still watching cricket at the
grounds, school grounds, everywhere. If it
were that serious, they would have stopped
it long ago," he added.

DAY TODAY
ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
You're one to set the
rules, rather than
obey them. Consider
the course of action
that is correct for you, rather
than just going along with the
crowd. Distant places may
beckon, and on the most
mundane level this is a useful
day for fixing travel plans.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Social connections
could involve legal
complications. Just
how or why this
should be so is not
clear, but you can help matters
along by making sure that you
know exactly what is your
responsibility - and what is a
partner's. Mind you, they might
not agree with you.

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS
1 He is wrong about the doctor
(5)
8 One keeps it in reserve (8)
9 Checks part of the rigging (5)
10 See 18 Across
11 The speed with which notes
are produced (5)
12 Make a getaway by air?
(3)
16 Its lead decreases and it often
draws (6)
17 It’s enough to make one sick
(6)
18 and 10 Across: Vicissitudes
rarely encountered in Holland
(3,3,5)
23 So tightly packed it’s stupid
(5)
24 The building was due to be
consecrated (8)
25 Transport ordered at six
(5)
26 Charge too much? (8)
27 The head enquires about
pieces of work (5)

DOWN
2 On the wrong side where
banks are concerned (2,3,3)
3 Small company simply
involved in producing games
(8)
4 Remarkable piece of railway
equipment (6)
5 Room for mental
improvement perhaps (5)
6 Is acquainted with some
military work now secret (5)
7 Drawn - from the past for
example? (5)
12 Fever starts to fluctuate (3)
13 Certainly a feature of every
estate (3)
14 Made rare concoction of sugar
(8)
15 Female colour bar (8)
19 Advance to secure the
property (6)
20 Kill off new growth (5)
21 Strange story told in article (5)
22 Work of monumental
stupidity (5)

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Your very personal
business could
appear to be
someone else's
problem, but you shouldn't
believe everything you hear. At
work there are ways to boost
your income, but only if you
approach the issues from a
radically different direction. You
may have to drag colleagues into
the present, though.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
As soon as one
relationship is
ended another will
begin, which must
be good news. Yet, it may be
your own attitudes which need
attention, rather than the
people you mix with. You can, if
you wish, completely
transform your feelings and
behaviour within one special
intimate partnership.

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Sometimes the right
words come out in
the wrong way. Too
much has been said
in haste or in anger recently,
and you should now find ways
to recharge your emotional
batteries. Try to find
imaginative means of
increasing your earning power,
but remember to consult
others at every step.

Givenbelowarefourjumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selectthelettersintheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Ibelievethingscannotmakethemselves___-StephenHawking(10)

VOILE

RUMBLE

HUISS

AETUBP

SUDOKU 4670

JUMBLED WORDS

DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappearineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns,in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.
DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4669

SolutionsCrossword4598:Across:1Intwominds,6Hard,10Adult,11Cosmetics,
12Icywaste,13Owing,15Atelier,17Tsarina,19Fanfare,21Precede,22Sinai,
24Bookworm,27Exonerate,28Evade,29Pier,30Settlement. Down:1Ivan,2
Truncheon,3Ontow,4Incisor,5Dissect,7Alibi,8Designated,9Lemonade,14Halfasleep,16Imagines,18Inebriate,20Embrace,21Project,23Noose,25Where,26Dent.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
One particular
emotional
involvement is now
passing through a
curious phase.
What once seemed so true
may now seem like a waste of
time. You may feel free to
speak your mind and put your
foot down, and shouldn't be
intimidated by others' ability
to confuse the issues.

New Delhi

BY PETER VIDAL
LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
You're coming up to
a critical moment
for home and family
relationships, and
any and all positive changes
ought now to be encouraged.
There should soon be good
news for those planning a
move, and while financial
matters look uncertain, you
may need to reach the best
agreement you can.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
You may still have to
consider long-term
investments, but it's
immediate cash
concerns which need sorting
out first. You're at your most
persuasive, so you may try
presenting proposals which
have already been rejected,
giving them an entirely
different gloss.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
The climate is still
much too volatile to
settle on long-term
plans. The current
feeling that everything is up for
grabs should suit your
temperament, so you'll be
tempted to put aside any
lingering fears for your security.
Keep partners informed as and
when you feel it's necessary.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
There is intense
pressure for
constructive change
across the board. You
may be primed to benefit most
if you are pursuing a creative
line, or committed to any
activity which is designed for
self-improvement. Only the
highest standards will do.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
What you do with
your private life is up
to you. However,
others may
disagree! It's especially
important to keep a dialogue
going at home, all the more so if
you want to keep parents or
children on your side. If you try
to go it alone then you'll almost
certainly come unstuck.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
You will be tempted
into rash decisions
and impulsive
actions, a tendency
which although strong today,
may continue all week. The
final decision must always be
yours, but do be aware of the
likely consequences: there is no
substitute for careful planning.

SOLUTION: OLIVE, SUSHI, LUMBER, UPBEAT
Answer: I believe things cannot make themselves impossible - Stephen Hawking
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Chineseteamreports
racialabuseatTT
WorldChampionship

Pakistaninchcloserto
winvsBangladesh
Chattogram: Fast bowler Shaheen
Shah Afridi claimed 5-32 as Pakistan
closed in on victory in the first cricket
test against Bangladesh on Monday.
Afridi'sfourthfive-wickethaulintests
wrapped up Bangladesh's second innings for 157 on Day 4, setting
Pakistan a 202-run target to win.
Openers Abid Ali and Abdullah
Shafique then helped Pakistan reach
109-0 at stumps, leaving the team
needing93morerunsonthefinalday.
Ali, who scored 133 in the first innings, was on 56 and debutant
Shafique was unbeaten on 53 when
bad light ended play early for the
fourth consecutive day. Bangladesh
had a 44-run first-innings lead after
posting 330 and then bowling
Pakistan out for 286.
AP
BRIEFSCORES: StumpsPakistan286
and 109 for 0 (Abid 56*, Shafique 53*)
trail Bangladesh 330 and 157 (Liton
59, Yasir 36, Afridi 5-32) by 93 runs

Rootreiterateshesaw
noracistbehaviour
towardsAzeem
Brisbane: England's Test captain Joe
Root on Monday reiterated he did
not witness racism at Yorkshire but
said he is in touch with Azeem Rafiq
since his former teammate testified
at a recent parliamentary hearing
about the discrimination that he had
faced at the club. During the hearing, Rafiq has told MPs he felt "isolated, humiliated at times" due to the
racism he suffered and the "constant
uses of the word p***'" during his
time at Yorkshire. Root said he has
reached out to Rafiq since he spoke
through tears in Parliament on
November 16. "We have exchanged
a couple of messages since, quite recently actually, and hopefully when
we finish this tour we will get the opportunity to sit down and talk about
this whole situation. About how we
can move the game forward," Root
said. However, at the same time, Root
stood by his earlier claim that he had
never witnessed any racist behaviour
towards Rafiq. "No, I stand by what I
said," he said.
PTI

CRAIG TILEY - AUSTRALIAN OPEN TOURNAMENT CHIEF

No winner in Test win

BRIEFLY

Houston: Chinese officials' formal
complaint of racist abuse toward one
of their players at the table tennis
world championships in Texas was
taken “very, very seriously,” the
sport's governing body said. A racial
slur seemed to be directed by an
unidentified spectator at Liang
Jingkun during his match on Friday at
the George R. Brown Convention
Center in Houston. The sixth-seeded
Liang went on to beat Liam Pitchford
of England. “We got a complaint from
the Chinese Table Tennis Association
and we noticed something on one
night ourselves,” said Steve Dainton,
chief executive of the International
TableTennis Federation.“Andassoon
as we got that complaint, together
with the local organizers, we took it
very, very serious, and we started to
take action,” Dainton told Chinese
broadcaster CGTN America.
AP

(Novak) has said that he views this as a
private matter for him. We would love to see
Novak here, he knows that he'll have to be
vaccinated to play here.”

Enthralling Kanpur contest that went till the 94th over of the last day provided a robust argument for five-day games
SANDIP G

KANPUR, NOVEMBER 29
JUST BEFORE the onslaught of the pandemic, four-day Tests matches were suddenly the rage. The often-jetted reason was
that Test matches, these days, seldom last
five days. Four-day skirmishes flew thick
and fast, and in the game’s gluttonous urge
to compress the length of a contest, the theory gained currency.
But every now and again, just when one
starts buying the four-day Test theory,
comes along a match that argues that there
is no spectacle in cricket as enthralling as a
Test match that lasts the full course. They
arrive, like messiahs and avatars, few and
far between, but are worth the wait. And for
that rare Test alone should five-day Tests be
preserved.
Like the one that played out between
India and New Zealand in Kanpur, a contest
that was alive till the last ball of the game,
which the visitors saved by a lone wicket.
When Ravindra Jadeja sauntered into bowl
the last ball of the 98th over of the Kiwi second innings in bleary darkness, the match
was still pregnant with two possibilities —
he could nick a wicket and be India’s hero,
while Ajaz Patel could hold fort and be New
Zealand’s saviour. The Kiwi No. 11 eventually blocked the ball to produce a famous
last-ball draw, one that posterity would remember and recount.
A Test match lasting five days doesn’t
necessarily become a grandee. Just like
some of the football games that roll into extra-time, more due to defensive dourness
than attacking vigour. But the Kanpur one
was a grandee, a glorious celebration of Test
cricket, purely because of the spread of variegated skills the players exhibited.
A flashy batsman embracing restraint on
his Test debut, a pair of versatile seamers
chiselling tools to be penetrative in hostile
conditions, spinners making do with the
lack of bounce and pace on the strip, overseas batsmen digging the depth of their
skill-sets and will-power, and wicketkeepers stretching to the outer limits of their
physical and mental flexibility.

Challenging the best

Nothing came cheap on this wicket, neither runs nor wickets nor catches. It was
perhaps the much-maligned Green Park
deck’s way of acting pricey after all the
flaky-wicket criticism it had copped. It’s in
a way a reflection of the city. Nothing comes
easy here. One has to earn. And as it ideally
should be in Test cricket. Even Jadeja, the
classic fifth-day hangman of batsmen in his
backyard, had to drudge for wickets. He is
accustomed to running through sides, but
here he had to plan, re-plan, review and
then revise again.
The Williamson set-up was a classic
case. It was the result of an elaborate tease.
Jadeja kept mixing the ones that turned
away a fraction with the ones that held the
line on the angle. A straighter one with the
angle beat Williamson’s forward-defensive
stride and gripped the surface. It suddenly
sowed doubts in the Kiwi skipper’s mind,
and thereafter he was hesitant to venture
forward. Jadeja wanted exactly that, for
Williamson to doubt his impenetrable defence. Thereafter, it was the case of slithering in the arm-ball.
Jadeja, though, was not finished with his
web of deception, setting the stage assiduously like a dramatist. With a few deliveries
outside the off-stump, he pushed
Williamson across, and then flung the armball, a bit wider from the crease than usual
for an illusion of drift. Williamson came out
of his sagely shell of focus and hung back

fatally to manoeuvre the ball through the
leg-side, only to helplessly watch the ball
missile into his pad. It was a tribute to
Jadeja’s genius that even though it was not
his idea of a fifth-day wicket, he could still
weave his magic.
But the ball that exploded the match
into life came just before the tea interval,
when he beat Ross Taylor on the front-foot
with nothing more than the angle. Maybe,
Taylor was playing for the break and preempted the front-foot defence, whereas all
this while, he was comfortably playing
Jadeja on the back-foot. But the left-arm
spinner kept pushing his length up, and
eventually induced the stroke of misjudgement.
Later, even against the lower order, he
had to keep altering and re-altering his
plans. As opposed to the middle order, the
arm-ball became the set-up ball, while the
away-spinner became the strike ball. Jadeja
is not much of an experimentalist, but
tucked deep into his bag of variations to
bring India back into the game. He fiddled
around with his grips, released some balls
with a higher arm action, so that he could
purchase more bounce; some were more
round-arm than usual.

Master at work

His ally, Ravichandran Ashwin, was
nothing less than a spin bowling alchemist,
attempting everything a spin bowler possibly could. All he didn’t try was bowling
left-handed.
Yet, he nipped Tom Latham with a routine ball, a short-of-length wide ball that he
inside-edged onto the stumps. Latham was
devastated, as he was in the first innings
when he was stumped on 95.
The left-hander enhanced his reputation as one of the most stable all-condition
openers in the world, soaking 428 balls in
the Test. No opener since England’s Alastair
Cook has faced as many balls in a single Test.
His judgment shone brightly, undoubtedly
more skilled than many non-Asian batsmen
at negating spin and decoding the plans of
India’s well-versed spin artistes.
Most of New Zealand’s batsmen demonstrated an iron will to not throw their wickets away, be it Will Young in the first innings
or Rachin Ravindra in the second, the latter
a debutant and the former just playing his
fourth Test. Unlike several other tourists
who left these shores cribbing and cussing
about pitches, dust, and what not, New
Zealand went about finding solutions to the
riddles around them.
Not every Test match will last till the
94th over of the fifth day, but it’s worth the
wait. And on days like these, the future of
Test cricket looks brighter than ever before.

SCORECARD:

India 1st Innings: 345
New Zealand 1st Innings: 296
India 2nd innings: 234-7 declared
New Zealand 2nd innings: (Overnight 4-1
in 4 overs)
Tom Latham b Ashwin 52, Will Young lbw b
Ashwin 2, William Somerville c Shubman Gill
b Umesh 36, Kane Williamson lbw b Ravindra
Jadeja 24, Ross Taylor lbw b Ravindra Jadeja 2,
Henry Nicholls lbw b Axar 1, Tom Blundell b
Ashwin 2, Rachin Ravindra not out18, Kyle
Jamieson lbw b Ravindra Jadeja 5, Tim
Southee lbw b Ravindra Jadeja 4, Ajaz Patel
not out 2
Extras: (B-12, LB-1, NB-4)
17
Total: (For 9 wicket, 98 overs)
165
Fall of wicket: 3-1, 79-2, 118-3, 125-4, 1265, 128-6, 138-7, 147-8, 155-9.
Bowling: Ravichandran Ashwin 30-12-353, Axar Patel 21-12-23-1, Umesh Yadav 12-234-1, Ishant Sharma 7-1-20-0, Ravindra
Jadeja 28-10-40-4.

Most of New Zealand’s batsmen demonstrated an iron will to not throw their wickets away and deny India a win.

AP

Respect the titan: Ashwin’s 4th-innings
prowess at home is second to none
and Axar Patel, who usually bowl quicker
than Ashwin in Tests, found it hard to
hurry the determined Kiwis.

ABHISHEK PUROHIT

MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 29
IF ONE is an Indian spinner bowling in the
fourthinningsofaTestmatchinAsia,andparticularlysoathome,oneiscriticisedafterdoingwell,andevenmoresoifonedoesn’t.Ifthe
former happens, the pitch often takes more
creditandif thelatterhappens,thespinneris
often deemed to have let down the pitch itself, in addition to the team and the fans.
If even one of the few close shaves the
NewZealandlastpairhadinKanpurbeenjust
a bit closer, it would have been a fitting way
for Ravichandran Ashwin to go past
HarbhajanSinghasIndia’sthird-highestTest
wicket-taker. That Rachin Ravindra and Ajaz
Patelheldonforadrawinfadinglightshould
takenothingawayfromthefactthatsincehe
debuted exactly a decade ago, nobody has
taken more Test wickets than Ashwin.
Andcontrary to the perception that all he
has to do is turn up at home grounds to feast
on clueless visiting batsmen, Ashwin, like
any other bowler in Test cricket, has had to
work pretty hard for his 419 wickets.
Since he made his debut in Delhi in
November 2011, it has taken 51.4 deliveries
on average for a wicket to fall in the fourth
innings of a Test match in India. And contrary to India’s perception as a fourth-innings graveyard for batsmen, wickets in the
last innings have fallen quicker in as many
as four other countries – Bangladesh,
Pakistan (albeit with a tiny sample size of
three Tests), West Indies and counter-intuitively, England.
Even when India themselves have
bowled in the fourth innings at home over
the last decade, they have needed 49 balls

Unhelpful surface

Ravichandran Ashwin had to rely on
all his smarts, tricks and wisdom to
earn his rewards.
AP
per wicket, only marginally less than the
overall figure of 51.4 for the country. It is then
another indication of Ashwin’s quality that
he strikes every 40 balls in the final innings
of home Test matches.
At times, though, no matter how great a
bowler one is and how monumental his
body of work, he will be checked by conditions. The Green Park surface played low
enough to serve up the odd grubber, yes, but
more than that, it was its sheer slowness that
blunted the spinners.
One needs the ball to rush batsmen
off the pitch at least to some extent in order to force mistakes, especially when
they are in no mood to take risks to score
runs. But in Kanpur, even Ravindra Jadeja

As headcoach Rahul Dravid saidafter the
match, one felt that only bowled and LBW
were the dismissals the fielding side had to
go for (eight of the nine New Zealand wickets in the second innings came in that fashion). Both edges of the bat were hardly in
play, and on the rare occasion they were, the
ball wouldn’t carry even to close-in fielders
who were kneeling to try and make up for
the lack of bounce.
One recalls a 2017-18 Ranji Trophy match
between Mumbai and Tamil Nadu at the
Bandra-Kurla Complex ground on a pitch so
unresponsiveevenonthefinalafternoonthat
no matter what Ashwin tried, it didn’t work.
Atonestage,hewasevenbowlingflightedlegbreaks from round the wicket to right-handers. No impact. But he kept trying.
There was more assistance available in
Kanpur,of course,butagain,considerablyoffset by the lack of pace. Ashwin didn’t quite
resorttoleg-spinatGreenPark.Therewaslittleelsehedidnottrythough,includingacarrom-ballwiththesecondnewcherrythathit
the rough from round the wicket and spun
like a leg-break but somehow eluded
Ravindra’s off-stump.
Attimes,then,onehastolookatmarathon
matchfiguresof 72.3-22-117-6andacknowledgetheeffort,regardlessof thatonedecisive
strikethatdidn’tcome.Andalsoacknowledge
alltheeffortoverthepastdecadethathasgone
into earning 419 Test wickets that have come
whileenduringseveraldayslikethefinalone
against New Zealand in Kanpur. Harbhajan
Singh, with 417 scalps, would know.

How Covid has widened gulf in class between hockey’s haves & have-nots
MIHIR VASAVDA

BHUBANESWAR, NOVEMBER 29
THE USA dodged past a maze of pandemicforced travel restrictions, battled long layovers at the airports and spent more than
30 hours travelling, to reach Bhubaneswar
for the Junior World Cup. Only to get
spanked: 3 matches, 3 defeats, 36 goals conceded and only one scored.
Their neighbours Canada were marginally better … or were they? The Canadian
players paid $6,500 each from their own
pockets to get here. Their group stage, however, ended winless; allowing 25 goals and
scoring just two.
The two North American sides weren’t
an exception. Their plight, in fact, was
symptomatic of the gulf existing between
the haves and have-nots of world hockey,
which has only been exacerbated by the
pandemic. “Any kind of world event like this
always broadens the gap between people
who have resources and don’t have resources,” Canada coach Indy Sehmbi says.
“At the best of times of times, Canada already has a gap.” Now, it’s further widened.

SAMPLE THIS:

■ In the last three men’s Junior World Cups
– 2009, 2013 and 2016 – there was only one

match – India vs Singapore, 2009 – where a
team ended with a 10-goal winning margin. In the first phase of the ongoing Junior
World Cup alone, there have already been
six such instances, not including the onesided score lines of 12-5 (NetherlandsSouth Korea) or 9-0 (Spain-South Korea) or
8-2 (India-Poland).
■ The bottom four teams of each group –
Chile, Canada, the USA and Egypt – have
conceded 99 goals, unprecedented even by
the high-scoring nature of hockey.
■ Before this tournament began, the highest victory margin for a team in the Junior
World Cup was 13-0, when India beat
Singapore in 1982. That marked has been
crossed twice already in this edition, with
USA on the receiving end on both occasions:
17-0 loss to Spain and 14-0 to the
Netherlands.
Consider the plight of Egypt. In the 2016
Junior World Cup, the African nation let in
13 goals in total. This time, they allowed 14
in just one game, against Argentina. “We did
very little back home, in the last year we had
very few training sessions,” says Egypt
coach Abu-Talib Maggid. “There are no
sponsors because of Covid but the federation is doing their best. However, it’s not an
easy job.”

TheGermanswerespreadalloverthe
countryandtrainedinsmallergroups
dependingoneachother’sproximity.

PTI

In one way or another, every country in
theJuniorWorldCuphassufferedbecauseof
thepandemic.TheIndianplayersdidn’tcompete internationally for almost two years.
Germanydidn’tevenpracticeasagroup,their

players were spread all over the country and
trainedinsmallergroupsdependingoneach
other’sproximity.Buttheyatleastgottotrain
unhindered, even the Indians.
For many countries, this luxury was not
possible. Egypt had less than 20 training
sessions in the whole of last year. In Canada,
they weren’t even allowed to step onto the
training field because of the pandemic.
In fact, the last time Canada’s players —
half of them of Indian origin — played a
match was in 2019. In that sense, they are
in the same boat as India. The difference,
however, is the depth in player pool. While
Graham Reid and BJ Kariappa had a group
big enough to play intra-squad matches or
even make them play with the senior side,
there was a high dropout rate in Canada because of the pandemic.
“Certain countries have had choices to
make: health or sport,” Sehmbi says. “I’m
always proud of a country that chooses
health over sport… we weren’t even allowed to do physiology. No on-field training also. We had a really robust programme
from 2017 to 2019. (But) after Covid hit, we
lost probably say 15-20 players from the
programme.”
The pandemic had affected the World
Cup even before it began. Australia, New
Zealand and England had all pulled out due
to different Covid-related reasons.

Consequently, Canada, US and Poland were
drafted as late replacements to make sure
the balance of the groups wasn’t disturbed.
It was widely expected that these teams
would end up being the whipping boys of
their group. But it wasn’t anticipated that
the competition would get this skewed.

Europeans dominant

Other than France’s upset win over India
on the opening day, most other matches followed the script. Former Japan and the new
Pakistan coach Siegfried Aikman says it’s
not a coincidence that European nations —
who have topped all four groups — have
been dominant in the first phase.
“The European teams have many opportunities to play practice matches because
they are very near to each other. They have
European Championships, European qualification matches… we don’t have that in
Asia,” Aikman says. “Actually, Asian hockey
was out of running for two years, at least
with the juniors.”
Aikman knows. As Japan coach, he struggled to get any match time for his players in
the build up to the Olympics due to strict
Covid-19 regulations and distances between
the hockey-playing countries. It was the
same with India as well. As senior programmes suffered, the juniors were hit even
more. In Pakistan, the only preparation they

had was a short training camp weeks before
leaving for India. Malaysia, Aikman says,
went to Britain ‘with a bit of luck, but still it
was very difficult to compete.’
“India lost to France only because it was
their first match and they hadn’t played internationally in a long time. France played
Belgium, Holland, Germany… they played
many matches. They came here with a lot
of experience,” Aikman says. “You need
matches, because you learn when you play.
If you are not challenged, you won’t learn.”
In case of the teams from North America
and Africa, the problems caused by the lack
of matches are glaring. Canada hasn’t really
been a threat to any of hockey’s major sides
but they had a reputation of having a strong
defence — India will vouch for this, after
they were held to a frustrating draw at the
Rio Olympics that changed the dimension
of their campaign.
Post-pandemic, however, that’s been
one big change. Their nifty footwork has
gone missing, the grit non-existent. Not just
them, teams like South Korea and Pakistan,
who were anyway on the decline, have
fallen further behind because of the lack of
matches in the last two years.
“Some people say these teams shouldn’t
be here”, Sehmbi says. “But how else do you
get better? We don’t want to sit and cry
(over this). We have to learn and improve.”
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