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JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

A STUDENTwho lost his father
to Covid earlier this year, three
generations of one family, a
farmer carrying over two quin-
tals of orange — as the farm
protestsonDelhi’sborderscom-
pletedoneyearFriday,theywere
joined by a new set of partici-
pantsatSinghu.
Many of them, from Punjab

and Haryana, were visiting for
the first time, in celebration of
the“victory”overthethreefarm
laws. After Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's recent an-

nouncement, the lawsareset to
be repealed in the Parliament
sessionstartingMonday.
Amongst the crowd, which

sang songs, danced on tractors
andheldcommunityfeasts,was
Amin Khan, 20, who had come
to the protest site from Patiala,
withhisuncle and relatives.His
father Major Khan, 47 — who
retited as a Naik Subedar from
theArmyafter 21 years of serv-
ice — who came to Singhu on
November 26 last year, died of
Covid-related complications in
May.
“It’s surreal to be here,” said

Khan.“Lastyear, Iremembermy
father and friends leaving for

Delhi on trolleys. He was a re-
tired Armyman and a proud
krantikari (revolutionary). He
supported farmers and took an
‘ardas’ that hewon’t return un-
less the farm laws are repealed.
We thought he would come
back in amonth.When he did-
n’t, my grandmother went to
Singhutoconvincehimtoreturn
home, but he didn’t listen. My
cousin’s marriage was fixed in
January... but he didn’t want to
leavethefarmers. Ididn’tunder-
stand all this then. I understand
it now.We are not farmers but
myfatherhasalwaysbelievedin
helpingothers.Thiswashisserv-
ice to thenation.”

Since his father's death on
May17,Khanhasbeensupport-
ingthefamily,includinghiselder
sister andmother. He said the
farmers hemet Friday hugged
him and told him stories of his
father. “I am so proud. Papa
wouldhavebeensohappytosee
the farmers today.”
Jaspal Singh, 67, a sugarcane

and paddy farmer from Adhoi
village in Patiala, was at Singhu
borderwithhissonRajdeep,38,
andgrandsonAgam,8.Thethree
walkedhand-in-handandspoke
to farmers on trolleys, at the
mainstageandat the langar.
Jaspal said he has been fol-

lowing the farmers’ protests for

more than a year. “My friends
and I participated in the small
rallies that startedmuch before
November 26 last year. When
farmers moved to Singhu, we
came for a few days. I couldn’t
getAgamatthetimebecausehe
was too small. I amhappy to be
herewithmysonandgrandson.
They will learn the struggle
everyonefacedhere,”saidJaspal.
Abouthowlonghewouldbe

at the protest, Jaspal said they
mightleavesoon“buttodayisan
importantday”. “Iwantthemto
remember that only farmers
were able to fight a successful
battleagainstthePrimeMinister
andthegovernment.”

Rajdeep,who looksafter the
family'sfarmandotherbusiness,
saidtheJanuary26violencehad
made them apprehensive of
coming to Singhu initially.
“However,wealwayssupported
the farmers. With my friends
andmembers of the Samyukt
KisanMorcha, I blockedrailway
junctions in Punjab. We also
came here to meet farmers in
February-March. Now, I want
Agam to feel connected to his
roots.We are also farmers and
this isour fight,” saidRajdeep.
He added that three-four

months ago, there weremany
more people at the border. “We

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

PAGE1
ANCHOR

13 YEARS OF 26/11
Offeringtributes tothevictimsof theterrorattack,atGatewayof India inMumbaionFriday. PradipDas REPORT,PAGE8

Singhu marks protest year with three generations of one family

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
SINCE 1932

INSIDE

NOD FORBUNGALOW
ATHERITAGESITE
WITHDRAWN: GOA
VLADIMIR PUTIN TO
VISIT INDIA ONDEC6
CBI GETSSANCTION
TOPROSECUTERETD
HC JUDGE
PAGES7,8

DU V-C admits tough
vs liberal state boards
affects admissions,
says needs review

Overseas flights
start Dec 15 but
new Covid
fears trigger
an ‘at-risk’ list

ARANYASHANKAR
&SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

DELHI UNIVERSITY (DU) Vice-
chancellor Yogesh Singh on
Fridaysaidthecurrentsystemof
admissionsattheuniversityhad
“issues” that needed to be ad-
dressed, as different school
boardsmarked students differ-
entlycreatingadiscrepancy.
In an interview with

TheIndianExpress,Singhsaid,“In
thepresentsystem,thereare is-
sueswhich are tobe addressed.
We cannot ignore the perform-
ances of students of different
boards, like Uttar Pradesh
Board...Theyarenotliberalvis-à-
vis other boards. They are very
tightwhilegivingmarks.Sotheir
studentsmaybesuffering; they
are. If theywant to take admis-
sions in Delhi University, they
don’thavea fair chance.”
He said DU was looking at

howtoconductadmissionsnext
year,andtheprocesswouldbefi-

nalised in an Academic Council
(AC)meeting on December 10,
afterapprovalfromtheExecutive
Council (EC)onDecember17.
“The first option is to con-

tinuewith the present system.
Thesecondoptionwouldbenor-
malisation of marks of various
boards... Suppose in one board,
topper is of 90% and in another
board, the topper is of 70%, we
make all 100% normalise the
marks of all students and then
determinemerit. This is also a
technique but it is slightly diffi-
cult to implement because for
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COUNTRIESSTARTSHUTTINGDOWNFLIGHTS

NamedOmicron,
strainseeninmore
countries;WHO
sayssetbackto
pandemicrecovery

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS&
AMITABHSINHA
PUNE,NOVEMBER26

FEARSTHATanew, fast-spread-
ingcoronavirusvariantcouldpo-
tentiallybemoredangerousthan
eventheDeltavariantprompted
several countries to impose re-
strictionsontravelfromaffected
regions, and caused stockmar-
ketsacross theglobetocrash.
Byevening,theWorldHealth

Organisation (WHO)haddesig-
nated this variant, B.1.1.529, as a
“variant of concern (VOC)”, and
given it thenameOmicron.
The variant, whichwas an-

nounced by scientists in South
AfricaonThursday,wasdetected
intwomorecountries, Israeland
Belgium. Botswana and Hong
Kong are the other countries
wherethevarianthasbeenfound.
The WHO said about 100

genomesequencesofthevariant
havebeenreportedso far.Many
of theinfectedpeoplewerefully
vaccinated,withatleastoneper-
soninIsraelhavingalsoreceived
athird,booster,doseof vaccine.
India, which on Friday ann-

ounced resumption of routine
international air services from
December 15, said itwould step
up screeningof flyers, especially
thosefromaffectedcountries.
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Over 50% Bihar poor
in new index based
on health, education,
standard of living

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR,NOVEMBER26

DESPITE A biodiversity report
from theWildlife Institute of
India (WII) warning that the
forestsinChhattisgarh’sHasdeo
Aranya Coal Field (HACF) (an
idea of the then UPA govern-
ment)shouldbedeclareda“no-
goarea”,thestategovernmentis
pushing for permission to start
phase II of mining in the PEKB

coal block, in the same area,
records reviewed by The Indian
Express show.
ThePEKB—Parsa (East) and

KeteBasan—coalblockisowned
by Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
UtpadanNigamLimitedandrun
by Adani Enterprises, which is
the officialMineDeveloper and
Operator(MDO)inthisventure.
The records from ameeting

of the Union Environment
Ministry’s Forest Advisory
Committee(FAC)onOctober28

show the committee analysed
an“instantrequest”forclearance
filed by the state government.
TheFACwasdiscussingondiver-
sion of forest land for PEKB coal
block’s phase II spread across
1,136-hectare forests.
According to theminutes of

themeeting,thestateforwarded
an opinion of its Advocate on
Record that the PEKB proposal
maybeconsideredasper lawas
issuesrelatedtobiodiversityare
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ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NEWDELHI,
NOVEMBER26

STOCK MARKETS in India
joined globalmarkets in a sell-
off on Friday as investors re-
acted with panic to the emer-
gence of a heavily mutated
variant of the coronavirus in
Africaandthecontinuingsurge
of infections in Europe.
The fall in markets was

also driven by anxiety that the
US central bank may wrap up
its stimulus programme and
raise interest rates sooner than
expected in the wake of rising
inflation.
With topline companies

coming under intense selling
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

SOURAVROYBARMAN&
ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

SLAMMING THE Opposition
over its boycott of the
ConstitutionDaycelebrationsin
Parliament, Prime Minister
NarendraModi said Friday that
over time, politics has compro-
misedthevalueof“nation-first”
tosuchanextentthathedoubts
if the present lot of leaderswill
be able to draft “even one page
of the Constitution” by setting
asidedifferences.
ManyOppositionparties in-

cluding theCongress, TMC,RJD,
DMK, Left parties and the AAP,
stayedaway fromtheevent.
Modi said: “This event was

notthatofanygovernment,orof
any political party, or of any
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ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

THE FIRST-EVERMulti-dimen-
sional Poverty Index (MPI) pre-
paredbygovernmentthinktank
NitiAayoghassaidthatBiharhas
thehighestproportionofpeople,
at 51.91 per cent of the state’s
population, who are multidi-
mensionally poor, followed by
Jharkhandat 42.16per cent and
UttarPradeshat37.79percent.
The MPI seeks to measure

poverty across its multiple di-
mensions and in effect comple-
mentsexistingpovertystatistics

based on per capita consump-
tion expenditure. It has three
equallyweighted dimensions –
health, education, andstandard
of living–whichinturnarerep-
resentedby12indicatorssuchas
nutrition, school attendance,
yearsof schooling,drinkingwa-
ter,sanitation,housing,bankac-
countsamongothers,according
to thereport.
Bihar also has the highest

numberofmalnourishedpeople
followedbyJharkhand,Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and
Chhattisgarh. Kerala, Goa, and
Sikkim have the lowest
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CONCERNSAROUND
thenewCovidvariant,
rise in freshcases in
Europeancountriesand
likelihoodof anearlier-
than-expectedwrap-
pingupof theFed’s
stimulusprogramme
and increase in interest
rates, are likely tokeep
themarketsunderpres-
sure in thenear term.

Pressureset
tocontinue

Aqueueforanoverseas flightatORTamboInternationalAirport in JohannesburgFridayas
countriesmovedtostopair travel from SouthAfrica.AP REPORT,PAGE14

Chhattisgarh pushes Adani-run
coal block despite WII red flag

RUPSACHAKRABORTY
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER26

A FALLING fertility rate and a
surge in their bank accounts
point to thegrowingempower-
ment of women but when it
comestoattitudesregardingdo-
mestic violence, the latest
National Family Health Survey
showsthedistancethatneedsto
be travelled.
Responses to the question,

“In your opinion, is a husband
justifiedinhittingorbeatinghis
wife...,”fromasmanyas18states
and Jammu and Kashmir are
telling.
Of the women surveyed,

Telanganaledwith83.8percent
of themsayingthatmenarejus-
tified to beat their wives;
HimachalPradeshregisteredthe
lowest at 14.8 per cent. Among
men, Karnataka leadswith 81.9
per cent of the respondents

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

JaspalSinghwithsonRajdeepandgrandsonAgam(inthe
front)at theSinghuborderprotest siteonFriday. JignasaSinha

TOP5*

Kerala 0.71%
Goa 3.76%
Sikkim 3.82%
TamilNadu 4.89%
Punjab 5.59%

BOTTOM5*
Bihar 51.91%
Jharkhand 42.16%
UP 37.79%
MP 36.65%

Meghalaya 32.67%

FIRST SUCH INDEX BYNITI AAYOG

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

INTERNATIONAL SCHEDULED
commercial flights to and from
Indiawill resumeDecember 15
onwardaftera21-monthban,an
order from theMinistry of Civil
Aviation said Friday.While the
move could potentially bring
down fares on some high-vol-
ume flight routes, this comes at
atimewheninternationaltravel
faces fresh uncertainty because
of thenewCovid-19variant.
Thegovernmentalsoreleased

alistof ‘at-risk’countries,andthe
natureof resumptionof interna-
tional scheduled flights will

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Parties run by families are against the spirit of
Constitution, biggest threat to democracy: PM

Govt authoritarian, says
Opp as it boycotts event
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

THEOPPOSITIONboycotted the
Constitution Day event in
Parliament’s Central Hall on
Friday, saying the government
was disrespecting the funda-
mentalvaluesoftheConstitution
andunderminingparliamentary
democracy.
Expressing pain over the

boycott, Lok Sabha SpeakerOm
Birla said staying away from
non-partisan events in
Parliamentwasnotgoodforthe
healthof democracy.
The main opposition

Congresssaidithadtakenacon-

sciousdecisiontostayawayfrom
the ceremony, and had coordi-
natedwith like-minded parties
who too opposed the “authori-
tarian trend and functioning of
thegovernment”.
Fifteenparties, including the

Trinamool Congress, DMK, SP,
RJD, Akali Dal, NCP, Shiv Sena,
AAP, the Left parties, and the
IUML, apart from the Congress,
boycottedthefunctionorganised
bytheLokSabhaSecretariatand
theSpeaker.
NDA constituents and the

BJD,YSRCongress,TRS,andTDP
attendedtheevent,atwhichthe
PrimeMinister, President, Vice
President, andSpeaker spoke.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

“Dec10meettodiscussplans
fornextyear.”GajendraYadav

Global alarm:WHOcalls new
strain aVariant of Concern

PMModiat theParliament
functiontocommemorate
‘SamvidhanDivas’ Friday.PTI

WHATUSEABOYCOTT
TheBJPmaywant anOpp-mukt
space, Opp shouldn’t help it
PAGE10

Wave of fear hits markets
worldwide, Sensex dives
second time this week

Women Men

Telangana 83.8 70.4

Andhra 83.6 66.5

Karnataka 76.9 81.9

Himachal 14.8 14.2

Nagaland 23.9 34.4

Tripura 29.5 21.3

%WHOJUSTIFY
THE BEHAVIOUR

Is husband justified in beating the
wife? Survey has telling responses

*Shareof multi-
dimensionally
poor instates
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New Covid strain
In a note to state governments on
Thursday,HealthSecretaryRajesh
Bhushan had said the emergence
of the new variant had “serious
public health implications”, and
asked themto increasevigilance.
The scientific analysis till now

suggests that the newvariant has
beenspreadingataratefasterthan
anyothervariant, includingDelta.
Thefactthatseveralof theinfected
people were fully vaccinated, in-
cludingonewithaboosterdose, is
an indicationthat thisvariantalso
has considerable capability to
evade the immuneresponse.
Thismeans that this variant is

a causeofworryonat least twoof
the three criteria used to assess
howdangerousanynewvariantis.
Asof now, there isno information
on its ability to cause severe dis-
ease, the thirdcrucial criteria.
"This variant has a number of

mutations,someofwhicharecon-
cerning.Preliminaryevidencesug-
gests an increased risk of reinfec-
tion, as compared to other VOCs,"
theWHOsaid inastatement.
"The number of cases appears

to be increasing in almost all
provinces in South Africa... This
varianthasbeendetectedatfaster
rates than previous surges... sug-
gesting that thisvariantmayhave
agrowthadvantage,” it said.
“Based on the evidence pre-

sented... theWHOhasdesignated
B.1.1.529 as a VOC, named
Omicron,” it said.
The Delta variant, first discov-

eredinIndialatelastyear,hasbeen
thedeadliestvariantofSARS-CoV2
on all these three counts till now.
It is the dominant variant now in
most regions.
Scientists The Indian Express

spoketo,saiditwastooearlytosay
whetherthenewvariantwasmore
lethal thanDelta.
“Not everything is known

about this variant yet. As of now,
weknowthatithasover30muta-
tions, of which 10 are in the spike
protein.Whetherthisvariantturns
out to be faster spreading, or one
thathasgreaterabilitytoevadeim-
mune response, is still to be seen.
But we need to be very alert,” vi-
rologist Shahid Jameel said.
Vineeta Bal, an immunologist

associatedwiththeIndianInstitute
ofScienceEducationandResearch
(IISER), Pune, said the emergence
of thevariantwasnotunexpected,
butauthoritiesneededtorespond
with increasedsurveillance.
“We should be able to ensure

that it does not gain a foothold in
manypeople,”DrBal said.
She also emphasised on ade-

quatesuppliesofvaccinesavailable
to South Africa, where the new
variant is themostwidespread.
Virologist Gagandeep Kang

said the next two to threeweeks
werecrucial,duringwhichthege-
nomicsurveillanceofthevirusalso
neededtobesteppedup.

Sensex down
pressure,thebenchmarkSensexat
the Bombay Stock Exchange
crashed1,688pointsor2.9percent
to close at a three-month low of
57,107.15. The NSENifty Index fell
510points to17,026.45.
TheSensexhasnowfallen2,529

pointsor4.24percentinthelastfive
sessions, and is down5,138points
or8.2percentfromitsrecordhighof
62,245onOctober19.Fridaywasthe
second time thisweek that India’s
premier indices fell around 2 per
centormore.
TheSensexfellover1,000points

or1.7per cent onMonday. Foreign
portfolio investors(FPIs)havebeen
pulling out funds fromemerging
economies, including Rs 14,700
crore from Indianequities over the
lastthreetradingsessions.
Themovement inthedomestic

markets onFridaywas in linewith
those in other Asianmarkets, and
was followed by Europe. As fears
mounted over the new B.1.1.529
variant, Europe’s Stoxx600 fell 3.6
percent,andwasdown2.7percent
in late-morning trading. London’s
FTSE100indexdropped3percent.
Crudeoilbenchmarksonbothsides
of theAtlantic fellmore than5per

cent,andtheUSdollarrallied.
AnalystssaidthatwithEurope

inthegripofaCovidwave,markets
were expected to remain volatile.
“On the domestic front, broad-
basedsell-offwaswitnessedasin-
vestors dumped Covid-sensitive
stocks,while focuswas shifted to-
wards the pharma sector,” Vinod
Nair, head of research at Geojit
FinancialServices, said.
Thetaperingofbondpurchases

by theUS Federal Reserve and the
rising inflation fuelled speculation
of anearlyhike in rates by the Fed,
before the conclusionof the taper-
ingofbondpurchases.“Thesedevel-
opments lent somestrength to the
dollar,andalsopromptedexitfrom
emergingmarkets,”JosephThomas,
headof research at EmkayWealth
Management,said.
RILshares lost3.3percentatRs

2412.15, SBI 4.09 per cent at Rs
470.50, Larsen & Toubro 3.88 per
centatRs1777.35,andTataSteel5.23
percentatRs1112.25.Marketcapi-
talisation fell by aroundRs 7 lakh
croretoRs258.31lakhcrore.
Hotel, aviation, and tourismre-

latedstockssank.
“All we know so far is the

B.1.1.529isheavilymutatedbutmar-
ketsaretakingnochances,equities
arefalling,havencurrenciessuchas
the US dollar, Japanese yen and
Swissfrancarerallying,commodity
currenciessuchastheCAD,AUDand
NZDarebeingsold,US10-yearbond
yields havemoved sharply lower,
and oil has slumped,” said Jeffrey
Halley, seniormarket analyst, Asia
Pacific,OANDA.

Overseas flights
depend onwhether a country is
presentinthislist.Itincludescoun-
tries in Europe including the UK,
and South Africa, Brazil,
Bangladesh, Botswana, China,
Mauritius, New Zealand,
Zimbabwe,Singapore,HongKong
KongandIsrael.Passengerstravel-
ling from the countries in this list
issued by theMinistry of Health
will have to undergo additional
measuresuponarrival in India.
Forthecountriesnotinthis ‘at-

risk’ list,airlineswillbeallowedto
mount flights as per full capacity
entitlements decided in the bilat-
eral air service agreements be-
tween India and the particular
country. For countries in this list
that have an air bubble arrange-
mentwithIndia,airlineshavebeen
allowed tomount 75 per cent of
pre-Covidcapacity,oraminimum
of seven frequencies per week.
Lastly, for the ‘at-risk’ countries
with no air bubble arrangement,
50percentofbilateralcapacityen-
titlementshavebeenallowed.
Travellers to countries such as

theUS,where the bilateral agree-
mentwith India states unlimited,
flightfrequenciescanbemounted
by airlines of both countries, can
expect relief on fares.
Accordingtoairlineexecutives,

thenumberof flightsallowedwill
resultinhighercapacityallocation,
buttheyalsosaidthat theywillbe
monitoringthesituationincontext
of thenewCovid-19variant.
“In the UK, they have placed

South Africa on the red list, so ar-
rivalswillbewithtotalquarantine.
Obviously, wewill assess our fre-
quenciesinSouthAfricaasaresult
of that,” Alex McEwan, Country
Manager, South Asia, Virgin
Atlantic toldThe IndianExpress.

DU V-C
someoftheboardswemaynotget
the datawhich is accurate. There
may be some issues, but it is
doable. LikeBITS(Birla Instituteof
Technology)usedtodoitintheini-
tial stage,”hesaid.
Singh said the other options

weretogowithanentrancetestor
tohavea“mixedmode”based50%
onentranceand50%onboards.
“Status quo is an option.

Whether it’s a good or not, I don’t
knowrightnow.AtACmeetingon
December 10, thematter will be
discussed... By thismonthwewill
finalise,”hesaid,addingthatacen-
tralentrancetestwasagoodoption.
Asked why DU was not re-

startingin-personclassesoncam-
pus, Singh said students came

fromvariousstates,andthestatus
of the pandemic there needed to
be taken intoaccount.
He said DU would open for

practicalsforallbatchesverysoon,
but for theory classes therewas a
problem as the disastermanage-
mentActallowsonly50%capacity
and several colleges have overad-
mittedstudents.
Onimplementationofthenew

national education policy (NEP)
and the question of autonomy to
colleges, Singhsaid, “If I’mnot the
VCandyouaskme,thenweshould
beautonomous...Butherewehave
to see the rules, regulations, and
whether they are provisions. I’m
toldthereisnoprovisionintheDU
Act togiveautonomytoanyone.”

PM attacks Opp
PrimeMinister.TheSpeaker is the
prideof theHouse. It isadignified
post. It is a matter of Babasaheb
Ambedkar’sdignity, thedignityof
theConstitution.”
At another event in Vigyan

Bhavan, the PM said obstacles
were being created in the path of
India’s development “sometimes
inthenameof freedomofexpres-
sionandsometimeswiththehelp
of something else”. He attributed
this to the continuing “colonial
mentality”.
At the Parliament event, the

PrimeMinister targeted “family-
run parties”: “How can parties
which have lost their democratic
character protect democracy?
Today, from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari...thecountryismov-
ing towards a crisis that should
worry every individual who is
committed to the Constitution.
Politicalparties,partyforthefam-
ily, party by the family, and I need
not elaborate... This is against the
spirit of theConstitution.”
He qualified his remarks by

saying he was not against more
than one individual froma family
in politics. “On the basis of merit
and blessings of the people,more
thanonepersonfromafamilycan
enterpolitics,thisdoesnotmakea
party dynastic. But a party run by
onefamily,generationaftergener-
ation... is the biggest threat to a
healthydemocracy,”hesaid.
President Ram Nath Kovind,

Vice President Venkaiah Naidu,
Speaker OmBirlawere also pres-
entontheoccasion.
November 26 has been cele-

brated as Constitution Day since
2015. OnNovember 26, 1949, the
Constituent Assembly had
adopted theConstitution.
Describing the Opposition as

the “most important element of
democracy”,PresidentKovindsaid
it is expected that it and the gov-
ernment work together despite
theirdifferences.
Vice President Naidu, who is

the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha,
said an essential aspect of a
democracy is “tolerance towards
themandateof thepeople”.
ThePMsaidthatwhenpolitical

differencesoftenrelegate“national
interest tothebackseat”, “imagine
what would have happened had
webeenentrustedwiththetaskof
writing the Constitution today.
Despite the long shadows of the
Independencemovement,waveof
patriotism,thehorrorsofPartition,
thatnationalinterestwassupreme
wasthemantraineverymindthen.
In today’s context, I donotknowif
we could have completedwriting
even one page of the Constitution
becauseover timepoliticshashad
suchanimpactonthevaluesofna-
tion-first that even national inter-
estgets leftbehindat times.”
At the Vigyan Bhavan event,

Modisaidtheexistenceofthecolo-
nialmindset“isgivingrisetomany
distortions”. The most glaring
proof of this, he said, “is in theob-
staclescountriesarefacingintheir
development journey. Efforts are
beingmade to close for develop-
ing nations the same paths on
which the developedworld trav-
elled.”
“Today, there are attempts to

hijack issues of environment for
thispurpose,”hesaid.
He said India is the only coun-

try in theprocess of achieving the

goalsoftheParisAgreementahead
of time. “And yet, in the name of
environment, various pressures
are created on India... Even in our
own country, going by colonial
mindset, obstacles are created in
the path of development, some-
times in the name of freedom of
expressionandsometimesbytak-
ing resort to something else,” he
said.
Healsohailedtheresultsof the

latest National Family Health
Surveyasproofoftheintentionsof
his government to bringdevelop-
ment to all without any discrimi-
nation.
“A government dedicated to

theConstitutiondoesnotdiscrim-
inate...Manyof the facts in the re-
portareproofthatwhenyouwork
with honest intentions, move
aheadintherightdirection,andat-
tempttoreachthegoal...happyre-
sultswillcertainlyfollow,”hesaid.

Speaker ‘hurt’
“Thiscultureofboycottingnon-

partisan events, which are of na-
tional interest, is not good for
democracy,” Birla said. He said he
would sit with representatives
from the Opposition to discuss
ways to ensure that all parties at-
tendsuchevents.
“Iamdeeplyhurtasthepresid-

ing officer of the Lok Sabha that
several political parties boycotted
theevent,”Birla said.
Meanwhile, to keep the

Opposition unity intact, Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge invited floor
leaders inbothHousesforameet-
ingonMonday.
The Congress also issued a

whip to itsMPs for the Lok Sabha
onNovember29.
Responding to PrimeMinister

NarendraModisayingapartythat
was run by the same family over
generations posed the “biggest
threat” to a democracy, the
Congress asked him not to give
“sermons”, and instead reflect on
issues raisedby it.
Congress deputy leader in

Rajya SabhaAnand Sharma told a
press conference: “Our protest is
based on fundamental principles.
We have protested to remind our
countrythattheConstitutionisnot
being respected, [it] is being un-
dermined and parliamentary
democracy is being undermined
and insultedwith the enactment
of laws bypassing anyparliamen-
taryscrutiny.”
CongressleaderRahulGandhi,

while extending his goodwishes
tothepeopleonConstitutionDay,
postedonTwitter:“Rightsandjus-
ticemustbeavailabletoall sothat
the Constitution is not reduced to
merelyadocument.”
West Bengal Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee tweeted: “We
mustnever falter inourefforts to-
wards upholding its
(Constitution’s) values.”
Sitaram Yechury of the CPM

tweeted: “Height of hypocrisy!
ObservingConstitutionDaywhile
severely undermining its funda-
mental features.”
BSP chief Mayawati said the

partywas joining theboycott.

Bihar poor
percentage of population being
multidimensionally poor at 0.71
percent,3.76percentand3.82per
cent,respectively.Thisbaselinere-
port of the national MPI is based
onthereferenceperiodof2015-16
of the National Family Health
Survey (NFHS).
Measuringpovertyhasevolved

globally over the years. The con-
ventional method has been to
specifyaminimumincome(orex-
penditure) required tomeet basic
needs. It required defining a
poverty line first, which the C
Rangarajan committee estimated
in 2014 to be Rs 972 amonth per
person in rural areas andRs 1,407
amonthinurbanareas,at2011-12
prices.
“The development of the

National Multidimensional
PovertyIndexof Indiaisanimpor-
tantcontributiontowardsinstitut-
ing a public policy tool... thereby
ensuring that no one is left be-

hind,” NITI Aayog Vice Chairman
Rajiv Kumar said in a foreword to
thereport.
Among the Union Territories

(UTs), Dadra and Nagar Haveli
(27.36percent),Jammu&Kashmir,
and Ladakh (12.58), Daman&Diu
(6.82 per cent) and Chandigarh
(5.97 per cent), have emerged as
thepoorestUTs.Theproportionof
poorinPuducherryat1.72percent
is thelowestamongUTs, followed
by Lakshadweep at 1.82 per cent,
Andaman&NicobarIslandsat4.30
percentandDelhiat4.79percent.
TheMPI uses the globally ac-

ceptedmethodologydevelopedby
the Oxford Poverty and Human
DevelopmentInitiative(OPHI)and
theUNDevelopmentProgramme.
The dimensions have proven to
helpidentifyandachievetargeted
policy interventions.
“Evidencehasshownthatpeo-

plewhoareexperiencingmultiple
deprivations in crucial areas of
their lives, such as education,
health, safety, or employment,
maynotbe incomepoorandpoli-
ciestoreduceincomepovertymay
not affect otherdeprivations,” the
reportnoted.
TheMPIwillenableestimation

of poverty not only at the level of
statesbut also for all the700-plus
districtsacross the12 indicators.
The index is calculated by first

settingthedeprivationcut-offsfor
each indicator. For example,
whether an individual has com-
pleted at least six years of school-
ing.Weightsareaddedtoeach in-
dicator and a compositemetric is
thenused tocalculate the index.

Chhattisgarh
beingaddressedintheBiodiversity
Assessment Report submitted by
the Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education (ICFRE),
Dehradun.
Records show the ICFRE

clearedminingin“fourcontiguous
coalblocks”intheHACFarea.“Tara,
Parsa, PEKB and Kete extension,
that are either already opened or
inadvancedstageofgettingstatu-
toryclearances/TORapproved,can
be considered for mining,” the
ICFREsaid.
According to theminutes, the

FAC finallydeferredadecision.
Buttheminutesalsoshowthat

the ICFRE and the state ignored
several red flags raisedbytheWII,
whichwas included as Volume II
in the ICFRE’s report.
“Thecoalminesalongwiththe

associatedinfrastructuredevelop-
mentwouldresultinlossandfrag-
mentation of habitat. Mitigating
such effects onwildlife, particu-
larly theanimalswith largehome
rangessuchaselephantsisseldom
possible,” theWII said.
It said: “Opening up of the de-

marcated coal blocks in theHACF
would compromise the impera-
tives of biodiversity conservation
andlivelihoodofforest-dependent
communities.”
TheICFREreportwasprepared

in association withWII as it was
oneoftheconditionsstipulatedby
the National Green Tribunal after
the stage I clearancewas given to
thecoalblock in2012.
TheWIIortheICFREdidnotre-

spondtoqueries.
“Following orders of hon.

National Green Tribunal, dated
24.3.2014, the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment assigned ICFRE (Indian
Council of Forestry Research and
Education)toconductabio-diver-
sityassessmentstudyoftheentire
Hasdeo Aranya on January 29,
2019,” the state government said
inastatement issued inHindi.
“Parantu kewal unhi binduon

par jin par antim roop se sehmati
bani,usehivistrutreportparshamil
karte hue rajya shasan ko
aawashyak karyawahi hetu bheja
gaya (Only those points were in-
cluded in the report submitted to
the government for necessary ac-
tion onwhich there wasmutual
agreement),” it said, referring to
ICFREandWII.
The state government said it

neverappointedtheWIIforanyre-
port. It said that a “brief report on
limited points related towildlife
wassoughtfromtheWIIbyICFRE”.

Sofar,sixcoalblockshavebeen
allocatedinHACF,ofwhichtwoare
operational for mining: PEKB
block, andChotia I and IIblock.
AccordingtoChhattisgarhgov-

ernmentsources,Rajasthan,which
has invested Rs 40,000 crore in
thermal power projects in
Chhattisgarh,hadalsowrittentoit
on the issue.
Another block inHACFowned

by RRVUNL, Parsa, has received
forestandenvironmentclearance,
although the tribal community in
thearea isprotesting.
OnOctober13,over350tribals

fromtwodistrictswalkedover300
km to Raipur to register their
protest.Aday later, ChiefMinister
Bhupesh Baghelmet the protest-
ers to reassure them.
Alok Shukla, the convenor of

ChhattisgarhBachaoAndolanwho
hadmarchedwith the tribals to
Raipur, claimedboth the state and
theCentrewereencouraginganen-
vironmentalcrisis.

Singhu
thought the protest would go on
for years and the government
wouldn't budge. Look at Singhu
now—it’s a festivalhere.”
Agam,whois inClass4, said, “I

like it here, everyone is sweet. I
boughta ‘kisanekta’badgeandhad
jalebis.”
Jagroop Singh, a 27-year-old

farmer from Amritsar, brought
along two-three quintals of or-
anges,donatedby friendsandrel-
atives,andservedorangejuice.By
3 pm, they had used up nearly 1
quintalof oranges.
“I have been trying to come to

Singhu, but it’s difficult for us.We
are from a lower-caste family, we
don’t have a lot of money...
Sometimes, people don’t help us
because we are from a different
caste,”saidJagroop,whoseparents
work near a village in Amritsar
while his siblingswork at private
firms inPunjabandHaryana.
He said for the anniversary, he

wantedtodo“somethingdifferent”.
“So,Iboughtorangesandcamehere
with amachine... There are a lot of
people here and they need some-
thingtokeepthemselvesgoing.”

NFHS data
sayingsuchbehaviour is justified
as against 14.2 per cent in
Himachal Pradesh.
Thesurveyaskedthequestion

and then listed the “following
(seven)situations”asreasontohit
or beat the wife: If she goes out
without telling him; if she neg-
lects the house or the children; if
she argues with him; if she re-
fuses tohave sexwithhim; if she
doesn’t cook food properly; if he
suspects her of being unfaithful;
if she shows disrespect for in-
laws.
According to the survey, the

most common reasons cited to
justify domestic abuse: showing
disrespect to in-laws, neglecting
thehouse and children.
The other stateswhich have a

high percentage of women who
justify domestic violence are
Andhra(83.6percent),Karnataka
(76.9percent),Manipur(65.9per
cent) and Kerala (52.4 per cent).
Men fromHimachal and Tripura
had the lowest acceptance of
abuse with only 14.2 per cent,
21.3 per cent respondents
agreeing.
Data from the NFHS-4 (2015-

2016) for the entire country re-
leased in January 2018 said that
while 52 per cent of women sur-
veyed believed itwas reasonable
for a husband to beat hiswife, 42
per cent ofmenagreedwith it.
In the latest survey, of the 18

states, women in 13 -- Manipur,
Gujarat, Nagaland, Goa, Bihar,
Assam, Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Telangana, Nagaland, Himachal
Pradesh,KeralaandWestBengal-
- chose ‘disrespect to in-laws’ as
themain justification.
Sharada A L, director of

PopulationFirst, anNGOworking
forwomenrights, said:“Thiskind
of patriarchalmentality isdeeply
imbibedinthemindsofwomen.”
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Pune:SerumInstituteofIndia(SII)onFridayannounced
thatithasresumedexportofCovishieldvaccinetothe
internationalvaccinesharingprogramme,Covax.The
first batch of its Covishield vaccine left the SIImanu-
facturingfacility inPuneearlieronFridayfordistribu-
tiontolowandmiddleincomecountriesviatheCovax
mechanism. ENS

SII resumes Covishield export
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Taiwan – A Force for Good and the
Spirit of Resilience 

Tonight @ 8:30 p.m. and
Tomorrow @ 3:30 p.m. on

WION TV Channel

Airtel 378 / Dish TV 765 / Tata Sky 615
/ D2H 352 / SUN 562 / Asianet 428 

President Tsai Ing-wen
Republic of China (Taiwan)  

"I want to remind all my fellow
citizens that we do not have the

privilege of letting down our
guard. At this moment, the global
political landscape is undergoing
drastic change. Free and demo-

cratic countries around the world
have been alerted to the expan-
sion of authoritarianism, with

Taiwan standing on democracy's
first line of defense."

Taipei Economic and Cultural Center in India

·ffSX°fe¹f ½ff¹fb ÀfZ³ff / INDIAN AIR FORCE
AIR FORCE STATION, RACE COURSE, NEW DELHI-110003

REGISTRATION OF VENDORS FOR SUPPLY OF LOCAL PURCHASE OF
MEDICAL STORES UNDER PRICE AGREEMENT FOR ONE YEAR PERIOD OF

2022-23 (01 Apr 22- 31 Mar 23).
1 Senior Medical Officer, Air Force Station, Race Course, New Delhi - 110003, invites application for registration of vendors

for local purchase of medical stores under price agreement for one year period of 2022-23. The firm should be willing to
supply medicines, lab reagents, surgical items, vaccines, dental, expendables and physiotherapy aids at Station Medicare
Centre, Air Force Station, Race Course, New Delhi-110003 under price agreement for one year period of 2022-23.

2 Eligibility Criteria : The firm should fulfill the following criteria for registration:

(a) In case of Original drug manufacturer (ODM)

(i) Validity of drug manufacturing license.

(ii) GMP certificate issued by State Drug Controller. For imported drugs, WHO GMP certificate / Certificate of
Pharmaceutical Product (COPP), Registration certificate of the manufacturer, for import of drug in Form 41 & Form
10 will also be required to be submitted along with. Annual Turnover certificate and Manufacturing/ Marketing
certificate of the foreign manufacturer will also be enclosed.

(iii) Firms to enclose three years Manufacturing and Marketing experience Certificate (MMC), duly issued by the State
Drug Controller. The certificate should have been issued recently and not earlier than 01 year from the date of
submission and is required to be signed by the State Drug Controller.

(iv) The condition of minimum three years manufacturing and marketing experience will not apply to drugs which are
introduced in India less than three years ago. The vendors to submit a certificate from the Drug Controller General
of India and Drugs License from the licensing authority in support of their claim.

(v) DGQA Registration for the particular Drug/ Consumable/ Product if any.

(vi) Annual Turnover : Annual turnover of ‘pharmaceutical products only’ of more than Rs. 20 crores per year derived
out of pharmaceutical sales only for the last 03 consecutive years, of the original manufacturer. Last 03 years
statement of accounts duly audited by CA/ a certificate from the CA on the letter head, in support of annual turnover
will be submitted along with the other documents OR In case of Original inventors of the molecule, turnover clause
is not applicable.

(vii) IT return for the last three consecutive years.

(viii) PAN/TIN No.

(ix) GST/State Sales Tax/ Central Sales Tax Certificate.

(x) Electronic clearance scheme mandate form.

(b) In case of authorised agents/stockist/dealer/Retailer

(i) Authorised distributorship certificate (s) alongwith product list from the OEM/ Principal Manufacturers/ Distributor/
Dealer.

(ii) Wholesale/retailer license

(iii) Other documents of ODM as mentioned above

(iv) PAN Card/TIN No.

(v) Non conviction certificate issued by State Drug Controller or self declaration affidavit on Rs. 50/- stamp paper
stating that the supplier has not been convicted for last two years.

(vi) IT return for last three consecutive years.

(vii) Proof of registration under ‘Delhi Shop and Establishment Act’, Delhi Authority.

(viii) Proprietary/ Ownership certificate.

(ix) Registered supplier of any defence establishment or civil hospital of repute like AIIMS, the copy of latest 10 supply
order from reputed Civil/ Govt institutes.

(x) Statement of Account for the last three financial years from the bank and Photocopy of the Pass book (Not of individual)

(xi) Certificate of GST/ State Sales Tax/ Central Sale Tax from Department of Trade and Taxes.

(xii) Electronic clearance scheme mandate form.

(xiii) Import license in case of items being imported from abroad.

(xiv) Copy of drug license for supply of narcotics valid for the year 2021-22 (In case of narcotic suppliers only).

Please note that :

(a) Senior Medical Officer, AF Station New Delhi reserves the right to accept/reject any application without assigning
any reason.

3 Application should be addressed to Senior Medical Officer, Station Medicare Centre, Air Force Station, Race Course, New
Delhi-110003 by registered post, super scribed as “REGISTRATION OF VENDORS FOR SUPPLY OF LOCAL PURCHASE
OF MEDICAL STORES UNDER PRICE AGREEMENT FOR ONE YEAR PERIOD OF 2022-23” should reach this station
within 10 days from the date of advertisement in newspaper.

davp 10802/11/0027/2122

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

THE DELHI government Friday
told the Delhi High Court that
the“entiretrial”intheNortheast
Delhiriotscasesandfarmers’ag-
itationhasbecome“amockery”
as the investigating agency and
prosecution have become one
after the L-G’s decision to ap-
point the Delhi Police’s chosen
advocatesasspecialpublicpros-
ecutors (SPPs).
“There is no difference be-

tween thepoliceand theprose-
cution today. Entire trial is a
mockery. If the investigating
agency is allowed to enter the
domainoftheprosecution,what
is the fairness left in the entire
criminalprocedure.This isaba-
sic principle. The police obvi-
ously want that people should
betriedandtheyshouldbepun-
ishedbut aprosecutor is theof-
ficer of the court. He is not
bloodthirsty. Prosecution’s only
allegiance is to the truth and to
themajesty of the court and to-
daywith theseorders, thepros-
ecution and the investigating
agency, there is complete syn-
ergybetweenthem,”saidsenior
advocate Rahul Mehra, repre-
senting theDelhigovernment.
The submission was made

during the hearing of the Delhi
government’spetitionchalleng-
ingtheL-G’sdecisiontoappoint
police’s chosen advocates as
SPPs. Senior advocateAbhishek
ManuSinghvi, representing the
government, said four weeks’
timewas given inAugust to the
L-GandCentretofileareply,but
nocounteraffidavitwas filed.
“Theentirepublicprosecuto-

rialsystemofNCTisinchaosand
disarraybecauseL-G, according
tous, jurisdictionallycannotde-
cide individual cases,” submit-
ted Singhvi, adding, “We are in
greaturgencybecause this is an
uncertainty that is avoidable.”
Mehra argued that public

prosecutorsareunderdomainof
the local government and the
Supreme Court has laid down
the principles on how Delhi is

going tobegoverned.
“The constitutional bench

said it ispurely in thedomainof
thestategovernmentandL-Gis
bound by the aid and advice of
thecouncilofministers.L-Ghas
gonecompletelycontrarytothat
and appointed prosecutors
based on the suggestion of the
DelhiPolice,”hecontended.
The court listed the case for

hearing on January 28 after the
Centre and L-G sought time to
respondto theplea.
The government in the peti-

tion stated before the court that
it had rejected theDelhi Police’s
requesttoappoint itschosenad-
vocates as SPPs in January and
March on the ground that the
‘prosecutor’must be independ-
ent of the ‘investigator’ in keep-
ingwith the prosecutor’s role as
an independent officer of the
courtandinordertofulfilthecon-
stitutionalguaranteeofafairtrial.
The Cabinet agreed to ap-

pointindependentSPPsthatwas
not agreeable to the L-G, it
added.TheL-Ghadthenreferred
the issue to the President, who
approved the appointment of
SPPs. The police-chosen SPPs
will jeopardise fair trial in these
cases and the L-G’s belief that
they will act independently is
merely wishful thinking, the
governmenthasargued.
The government in its peti-

tionsaidL-Ghasbeenroutinely
interfering in appointment of
SPPs and undermining the
electedgovernment.

NewDelhi:Delhi’s airqualityde-
terioratedonceagaintoreachthe
‘severe’ category Friday,with an
AQI of 406, according to the
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB)bulletin.
Calm conditions and low

wind speed havemade the dis-
persionofpollutantsdifficult.The
SAFAR forecasting system indi-
catesthatwindspeedcouldpick
upoverthenexttwodays.Theair
qualitywill remain in the upper
end of the ‘very poor’ category,
the forecast issued Friday said.
FromNovember 29, an increase

inwindspeedcouldleadtoa“sig-
nificantimprovement”inairqual-
ity,theforecastread.Contribution
of stubbleburning toPM2.5 lev-
els in Delhi was around 8% on
Friday,aspertheSAFARsystem.
Outof36monitoringstations,

a total of 21 recorded a 24-hour
averageAQIin‘severe’category.
Meanwhile,theEnvironment

Department has also issued an
orderbanningentryoftrucksex-
cept those carrying essentials
andCNGandelectrictrucksthat
arecarryingnon-essentials,from
November27to30.ENS

Delhi’s air quality
dips to ‘severe’ again

Trial in farmers’
protest, riots cases
a mockery: Govt
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THEDELHILegislativeAssembly
Friday passed a resolution sup-
porting demands of farmer
groups for legal guaranteeMSP,
and demanded that families of
thosewholosttheir livesduring
theprotestbecompensated.
ChiefMinisterArvindKejriwal

said a legal guarantee forMSP
wouldbenefittheagriculturalsec-
tor immensely. Addressing the
Assembly,hesaid,“TheCentredid
notbothertoaskorconsultfarm-
ersaboutthisdecisionthatended
upwreakinghavoc... because of
their arrogance...When farmers
cametoDelhi, theythoughtthey

would shout on the streets for a
fewdays, get tired, and goback.
Last year onNovember 26, this
movementstartedontheborders
ofDelhi. Ithasbeenawholeyear
nowandthismovementhasbeen

successful. Iwanttocongratulate
thefarmersofthecountryonthis
achievementandsalutethemfor
theirbravery.”
Theresolution,whichwasin-

troduced byminister Gopal Rai,
also demanded that Union
Minister Ajay KumarMishra be
removed from the Cabinet and
arrested for his role in the
Lakhimpur Kheri accident. On
October3,aconvoyofthreeSUVs
ran over a group of protesting
farmers, killing four farmers.
Mishra’ssonisthemainaccused
inthecaseandisinjailatpresent.
Theresolutionalsosaidthe3

farmlawswereagainstinterests
of farmersandpublicingeneral,
and were enacted to favour a
handfulof businesshouses.

Kejriwal said the farmers’
protestwas the longest non-vi-
olent protest in the country: “In
myunderstanding, this ispossi-
blythelongestactivemovement
in the history of humanity.
Before this, in 1907, farmers of
Punjabhadprotestedagainstthe
British for 9 months... I never
thoughtfarmersinindependent
India would be subjected to
abuses like anti-national,
Khalistani, agents of China-
Pakistan...Farmerswerecrushed
by a car in front of thousands in
Lakhimpur but itwas only after
the SC’s intervention that the
culpritwasarrested.For the last
few years, people’s trust in
democracy was fading away.
Thisisthevictoryofdemocracy.”

AMILBHATNAGAR
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

WITHPRIMEMinisterNarendra
Modi laying the foundation
stone of Jewar Airport on
Thursday,officialsontheground
said the event will give a fresh
impetus to thepace of theproj-
ect —while early construction
workisonduringthefirstphase,
thenextstageofdevelopmentis
likely tobeginnextmonth.
Once fully operational, the

airportwillbethelargestinAsia,
officials said.
“Themasterplan for theair-

port was approved earlier this
year. The earlywork, which in-
cludesmaintenance of the site,
is already on. OnNovember 18,
in-principal approval for con-
structionwas given by aviation
authorities. The development
plan is being examined, which
includes details onhow the air-
port will take shape. Further
process is likely to be taken for-
ward from next month on-
wards,” said Shailendra Bhatia,
nodalofficer,NoidaInternational
Airport Limited (NIAL).
As per officials, the conces-

sionaire, Zurich Airport AG, has
already given a comprehensive
plan on the airport’s develop-
ment, which outlines the loca-
tionoftherunwaytotheaircon-
trol toweraswellas facilities for
passengers. Following formal
approval from NIAL, the com-
pany will begin the develop-
mentprocess, officials said.

On Thursday, PMModi and
UttarPradeshChiefMinisterYogi
Adityanath had presided over a
massiveceremony,estimatedto
have been attended by 2 lakh

people.ThePMhighlightedthat
beyondmakingtraveleasier,the
airportwillbringabouttransfor-
mationinseveralcommercialas-
pects inWesternUttarPradesh.

“This international airport
will directly connect exporters
withinternationalmarkets.Now
farmers, especially small farm-
ers,willbeabletoexportperish-
able produce like fruits, vegeta-
bles, and fish swiftly. The artists
of Khurja, sports industry of
Meerut,furnituremanufacturers
ofSaharanpur,thebrassindustry
inMoradabad, thoseengaged in
footwear and ‘petha’ (sweet) in
Agra and many MSMEs of
WesternUPwillhavemoreease
inaccessingforeignmarkets,”the
PrimeMinistersaid.
Officials also said the pro-

posedhigh-speedrail linktothe
airport will reduce travel time

fromDelhi to21minutes. A fea-
sibility study to connectGreater
NoidawithDelhi,overadistance
of 38km, is beingcarriedoutby
theDelhiMetroRailCorporation.
The process of the airport

sanctionsbeganfollowingclear-
ance for the site by theMinistry
of Civil Aviation (MoCA) in 2017
to Director Civil Aviation, Uttar
Pradesh. In the next year, clear-
anceswereobtainedfromtheUP
ForestDepartmentandMinistry
of Defence. Final security clear-
ancewasobtained in2020from
theMoCA,officialssaid.
TheNIAL,ajointventure,was

incorporated as a government
organisation in which the UP
government has a 35% stake,
Noida authority 35%, Greater
Noida authority 12.5%, and
Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Authority12.5%.
The NIAL is proposed to re-

ceive Rs 400.97 per passenger,
which will be the highest rev-
enueearnedbyanyairportinthe
country, officials said. The com-
panywill receive a cumulative
revenue of 1.6 lakh crore till
2060-61,officials said.
Aconcessionagreementwas

signedlastOctoberwiththecon-
cessionaireYamunaInternational
AirportPrivateLimited,anSPVof
bidwinner Zurich International
Airport AG. Under the agree-
ment,thefirstphaseof theproj-
ect,costingRs5,730croreasper
thedevelopmentplan,willhave
to be completed within 1,095
days fromtheappointeddate—
September29,2024.

FARMERS’PROTESTFINISHESAYEAR
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A LARGE number of farmers
who went to Delhi’s borders
Friday tomarkthe firstanniver-
sary of their agitation have de-
cidedtostayputtilltheSamyukt
KisanMorcha(SKM)decidesthe
nextcourseof action.
On November 9, the SKM

had announced that 500 farm-
ers will head to Parliament in
their tractor trolleys every day
from November 29 until the
WinterSessionends.Despitethe
PrimeMinister announcing the
repeal of the three laws, farm
leaderssayseveraldemandsare
yet to bemet. SKM leaderswill
meet Saturday to decide
whether to go ahead with the
Parliamentmarch.
Major Singh Punnawal, a

farm leader from Punjab, said
severalfarmerswenttothecap-
ital by train instead of taking
tractor trolleys. “When the agi-
tation was launched last year,
manyhadcometoDelhiborders
in their tractor trolleys as they
had to bring food; these also
doubled up as sleeping areas.
Now,wehave enough food and
huts at theprotest sites.Getting
atractortrolleytothecapital isa
costly affair as the fuel cost isRs
5,000-7,000...”
On Friday afternoon, the

crowd at the Tikri protest site
could be seen fromas far as the
policebarricadeattheMetrosta-
tion.Ladoos,jalebis,bananasand

snacks were being distributed
while tractors belted songs
aboutthefarmermovementand
many broke into impromptu
dances.
Among the protesters trick-

ling in over the last few days
weremany first timers.
ManpreetKaur fromPatiala,

whosefamilyisinvolvedinagri-
culture, said she took time off
work and arrived at the site
Thursday.
“I’ve always supported the

protest, but had time to behere
onlynow...,” shesaid.
Surinder Kaur, who arrived

fromMansa on November 24,
said:“There’sjoyandsorrowthat
thelawsarebeingrepealed—sor-
rowthat it tookso long.Living in
tractor trolleys or standing for a
fewhoursintrainseverytimewe
need to comehere is not easy...,”
she said. Kaur, associatedwith
BKU (Ugrahan), is at the protest
siteatTikri forthefifthtime.
The sowing of wheat has

been completed, giving more
farmerstimetobeattheprotest
sitenow,saidGurmelKaur,who
owns 20 bighas of land in
Malerkotla. She is among 13
women fromMalerkotla who
arrived at Tikri for the first time
earlier thismonth, went home,
and then came back tomark a
yearof theprotest.
“Weused to thinkDelhiwas

veryfaraway.Withthelawsand
theprotests, itdoesn’t feelsofar
away anymore. Usually, only
men from our village come to
thesite.Thismonth,wedecided
to come too,” said Savri
Sarabjeet,whoarrivedwith the
women from Malerkotla in a
show of solidarity, though she
doesnotownany farmland.
Some like Jasmel Kaur from

Mansa said theywill return on
Saturday, having come to Tikri
just for theone-yearevent. “We
will stay at least for a week,”
Sarabjeetadded.

SC notice to Asthana, Centre
on plea against his appointment

2lakhpeopleareestimated
tohaveattendedthe
ceremony.GajendraYadav

INGURGAON

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,NOVEMBER26

THEROWovernamazinGurgaon
took a fresh turn Friday as locals
fromvillages ofMohammadpur
Jharsa,Khandsa,Narsinghpurand
BegumpurKhatolaoccupiedthe
designated namaz site near
Sector37policestationandcon-
ducted a havan ceremony. The
mensaidtheeventwasmeantto
commemoratethe26/11martyrs
on the 13th anniversary of the
Mumbaiterrorattacks.
Heavypolice forcehadbeen

deployed at the ground after
some locals had submitted a
memorandum to the deputy
commissioner earlier, opposing
namaz there.
Atnoon,over100mensatat

the open ground,where namaz
wasdisruptedlastweekaswell,
andparticipated in thehavan.
AvaneeshRaghav,abusiness-

man fromKhandsa village,who
wasamongtheorganisersof the
havan,said:“Wehavenotdirectly
spoken to anyone from the ad-
ministration. Somepeople from
thegrampanchayatofourvillage
hadgivenamemorandumtothe
DC.Wedecidedtodoapujahere
topaytributetothemartyrswho
werekilledintheMumbaiterror
attacks. We do it every year.
Earlier,wedidtheprayerinother
villages—inMohammadpurand
Narsinghpur.Now,wearedoingit
here in Khandsa.We chose this
specificspotsincewedonothave
enough space elsewhere in this
village. It has nothing todowith
namaz. Since therewas a large
gatheringthistime,wearedoing
thehavanhere.”
AlsointhegroupwasDinesh

Bharti, president, Bharat Mata
Vahini, who had led protests
against Friday prayers in Sector
47 earlier, andwas also booked
inApril for allegedly promoting
enmitybetweencommunities.
Bharti,whoearlierintheday

alsoprotestedoutsidetheSadar
Bazargurdwaraforofferingtheir
premises last week to the

Muslimcommunity toofferna-
maz, said, “I heard in the news
that people could not play
cricketinSector37lastweekdue
to namaz being offered at the
ground. I receivedacall fromlo-
cals asking me to come here.
Wherever namaz is happening
inapublicplace, Iwilloppose it.
The organisers did not inform
me that they are conducting a
havan for the 26/11martyrs; I
camehere for thenamaz issue.”
Initially, a group ofMuslims

thathadgatheredforprayersnear
thegroundstartedtoleavewith-
out offering namaz. However, a
group of around 25men, led by
Muslim EktaManch chairman
ShehzadKhan,eventuallyoffered
prayers for a fewminutes a few
metres fromwhere the havan
ceremonyhadbeenconducted.
Khansaid, “Somepeopleare

trying to disrupt harmony
amongcommunities in thecity.
Thissite isamongthe listwhere
permissionhasbeengranted to
offer Friday namaz by the ad-
ministration and the recently
formed committee. Yet some
groupsareresortingtosuchtac-
tics to disrupt it. I want to ask,
what is the administration do-
ing?Whyis therenoaction?”
Aman from Khandsa, who

hadcometoofferFridayprayers,
said,“Namazhasbeenofferedat
thegroundforover15yearsand
there has been no opposition.
Someoutsidershavecomehere
in the past few weeks and
startedcreatingaruckus.This is
all orchestrated.”
The deputy commissioner

couldnotbereached foracom-
ment. A senior police officer
said, “The situation remained
peaceful.”
Altaf Ahmad, co-founder,

GurgaonMuslim Council, said
some right-wing outfits have
been disrupting namaz for the
last three months: “Today, on
ConstitutionDay,we sawviola-
tion of Article 25 of our
Constitution.Theadministration
needs toactagainst theseviola-
tors soharmonycanprevail.”

AttheSector37site, Friday.Express

NewDelhi: The Supreme Court
FridayissuednoticetotheCentre
andDelhi Police Commissioner
Rakesh Asthana on a plea chal-
lenging his appointment to the
post. A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and A S Bopanna
issuednoticeonthepleabyNGO
Centre for Public Interest
Litigations (CPIL).
ThepleachallengestheDelhi

High Court verdict which dis-
missedasimilarpetitionfiledby
one Sadre Alam in which the
CPIL toowasan intervenor.
It was contended before the

HCthattheappointmentisinvi-
olation of the SC’s September
2006rulinginthePrakashSingh
vsUnion of India case, inwhich
the top court laid down a fixed
two-year tenure for DGPs and
alsosaidonlythosewithat least
six-monthstenureremainingbe
considered for appointment as
policechiefs.
The HC, however, held that

SCdirectionsinPrakashSinghv.
Unionof Indiaarenotapplicable
to union territories and as such
the appointment of Asthana is
valid.ENS

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

OBSERVINGTHAT “dubious en-
counterscannotbeusedasaso-
lution to control crime”, a Delhi
judgehascomedownheavilyon
thepolice,callingtheincidentof
anallegedgangster,RohitGehlot,
beingshot inthe legstaged.
Chief Metropolitan

MagistrateVinodKumarMeena
saidheexpects theDelhi Police
Commissionertoorderaninde-
pendent investigation by the
CID or the police team of an-
otherstationunderthesupervi-
sionof a seniorofficer.
“The court has to convey

with a heavy heart that today

we are celebrating 72nd
Constitution Day and despite
the presence of constitutional
and statutory provisions, inci-
dents of custodial violence are
increasing,whichisnothingbut
alarming and depressing. This
is a matter of deep concern, as
it is done/ committed by a per-
son who is supposed to be the
protector of citizens; it is com-
mitted under the shield of uni-
form and authority in a situa-
tionwhere the victim is totally
helpless,” the court said.
It stressed on the need for a

balanced approachwhile deal-
ingwith delicate law and order
situations:“Inanysituation,hu-
man/legal/constitutional/funda-
mentalrightsmustbepreserved

forallcitizens.Dubiousencoun-
ters cannot be used as solution
tocontrolcrimeasithastobere-
memberedthat thecurecannot
beworse thandisease itself.”
The court said “there is am-

ple material, which is making
thisencounteranapparentcase
ofdubious,stagedandsuspected
encounter”.
Advocates Vaibhav Tomar,

Kunal Sharma and Aditya
Bhardwaj,appearingforGehlot,
toldthecourthewastakenfrom
his home by police in a vehicle
which belonged to one consta-
ble Kulwant Singh, who in-
formed police about hismove-
ments and shot him in the leg.
Thedefencecounselarguedthat
Singhwas the only personwho

wore a bulletproof jacket and
took one bullet to his jacket in
theencounter.
Gehlot told the court hewas

picked up from his home on
November 1 by four officers to
meettheDCP,takentosomeflats
in Dwarka and later to Uttam
Nagar,wherehewas shot in the
legafterpoliceblindfoldedhim.
The court noted there are

now four versions of the inci-
dent withmaterial differences,
but Gehlot’s version was sub-
stantiated through CCTV
footage, which was submitted
by his lawyers to court to back
theirclaimthattheaccusedwas
taken fromhis home and “shot
in his left leg by police officials
in a suspiciousmanner”.

Dubious encounters can’t be a solution
to control crime, court tells Delhi Police

Locals occupy
namaz site, hold
havan to mark 13
yrs of 26/11 attacks

Foundation stone in place, it’s full steam
ahead for Jewar airport, say officials

AttheTikriandSinghu(left)
protest sitesonFriday,
whereprotestersmarked
thefirstanniversaryof
theagitation.
AmitMehra/PraveenKhanna

TheDelhiAssemblypasseda
resolutionFridaysupporting
demandsof farmers.PTI

THEPROJECT

PhaseI PhaseII PhaseIII PhaseIV

*Millionpassengersperannum
**FinalCapEx(Incl. Interestduringconstruction)

FY23-27 FY31-32 FY36-37 FY40-50

Totalprojectcost

29,560Cr

12 30
70

4,588Cr 5,983Cr
10,575Cr

■TrafficDesignCapacity*
■ ProjectCost**
■OperationPeriod(financialyr)

50

8,415Cr

Farmers staged longest non-violent protest
in country: Kejriwal at Assembly session

Autodriver
arrestedfor
molesting
woman
NewDelhi: A 30-year-old
auto driver was arrested
for allegedly sexually as-
saulting awoman. Police
saidtheaccusedallegedly
took the woman in his
auto-rickshaw andmo-
lested her at an isolated
spot.Whenshescreamed
and resisted, he snatched
herphoneandfled.Thein-
cident took place on
Wednesdayevening.DCP
(Southeast) Esha Pandey
said, “We gathered CCTV
footagenear the spot and
startedverifyingdetailsof
allautodriversinthearea.
The accused was then
identified.Basedontech-
nical surveillance,hewas
arrestedonThursday.”

Manheldfor
assaultingminor
Gurgaon: A 23-year-
labourerwas arrested for
allegedlysexuallyassault-
ing a two-year-old girl in
GurgaonFriday.Policesaid
the incident took place
Thursdayafternoonwhen
the accused lured the girl
when she was playing
nearherhome.Policesaid
he took her to his rented
roomand allegedly sexu-
allyassaultedher.ENS

BRIEFLY

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 13,507 13,332
ICU BEDS 2,791 2,759

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Nov25 30 32 0 55,930
Nov26 23 31 0 58,615
Total 301* 14,15,411 25,095 3,07,12,160

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL *T
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al
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e
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TOTAL CASES

14,40,807
VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS

1,02,730

Full house at Tikri border, farmers saywill
wait for SKM to decide on leaving or staying

New Delhi



Government of Jharkhand

Day 2

23,538

7,744

15,794

Day 1

20,295

7,402

12,893

Day 3

37,141

14,510

22,631

Day 4

4,119

1,685

2,434

Day 6

11,969

4,108

7,861

Day 5

40,796

15,857

24,939

Day 7

57,070

22,201

34,869

Day 8

49,725 31,285

5,361

25,924

18,145

31,580

Day 9

th Day 

Total Application Received

4,11,069
Total Disposed

1,76,688
Total Under Process

2,29,436
“We are leaving no stone unturned to ensure our citizens are able to access and
benefit from the welfare schemes by bringing the services to your doorstep. The
priority has been ascribed to gaon, jungle and zameen. Our government wants to
actively ensure that our most vulnerable population is comprehensively covered by
social security schemes. Come, let us all come to together and help actualise Dharti
Aba’s dream of a Sona Jharkhand.” –Hemant Soren, Chief Minister

Information & Public Relations Department, Govt. of Jharkhand

* * *

CAMPS BEING ORGANIZED
ACROSS THE STATE

* Data last updated on 26/11/2021, 3:45 pm Source: https://sarkaraapkedwar.jharkhand.gov.in/* Data last updated on 26/11/2021, 3:45 pm Source: https://sarkaraapkedwar.jharkhand.gov.in/
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LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

THEFACEBOOKwhistleblower’s
accountofhowthesocialmedia
giant has handledmisinforma-
tion,hate speechand fakenews
has reached the Parliamentary
Committee on Information
Technology. Sophie Zhang, the
first formerFacebookemployee
tomakepublicthecompany’sal-
leged unethical working, has
shared her dossiers with the
Housepanel.
The committee, led by

Congress leaderShashiTharoor,
has summoned Facebook India
officials to appear before it on
November 29 to discuss what
the whistleblower has shared.
According to the committee’s
schedule, the panel will “hear
theviewsof therepresentatives
ofFacebookIndiaonthesubject
Safeguardingcitizens’rightsand
prevention of misuse of
social/online newsmedia plat-
formsincludingspecialempha-
sisonwomensecurityinthedig-
ital space”. It will also hear
representatives of theMinistry
of Electronics and Information
Technology on the same
subject.
Zhang,whoappearedbefore

the British parliament last
month,hadexpressedinterestin
appearingbeforetheIndianpar-
liamentary panel. She claimed
thatshehadworkedtoremovea
“politically sophisticated net-
work of more than a thousand
actorsworkingtoinfluence”the
Delhi Assembly elections in
February,andthatthesocialme-
diafirmdidnotpubliclydisclose
thisnetworkor that it hadbeen
takendown.Herclaimispartof
a 6600-wordmemo, obtained
and reported by BuzzFeed,

whichallegesthatFacebook“ig-
nored”orwas“slowtoactonev-
idence”thatfakeaccountsonits
platform had been “undermin-
ingelectionsandpoliticalaffairs
aroundtheworld”.
The IT panel is also likely to

invite FrancesHaugen, a former
Facebookdatascientist-turned-
whistleblowerwho released a
seriesofdocumentstoclaimthat
products of the social network
giant harmedmental health of
teenagegirls,andthatitresisted
changes which couldmake its
platformlessdivisivebecause it
“put its profits before people”.
She had testified before the US
senate committee. But the IT
panelwilltakeacallonthislater.
The panel had earlier sum-

moned Facebook to seek an ex-
planationonareportinTheWall
Street Journal which claimed
that socialmedia company had
deliberately turned a blind eye
towards hate speeches by a BJP
leader from Telangana, and did
not take them down from its
platform fearing it might hurt
the firm’s business interests in
India, itsbiggestmarket.
The BJP members in the IT

panel had objected to themove.
BJP MP Nishikant Dubey had
written to the Speaker, seeking
removalofTharoorfromthepost
ofchairmanoftheITpanel,accus-
ing himof flouting rules. Dubey
had alleged that the chairman
had not discussed the matter
with panelmembers. Tharoor,
however,wasre-appointedasits
chairmanwhenthepanelwasre-
constitutedinOctober.

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

‘RUN FOR HIMACHAL’
AS PART of celebrations tomark Himachal Pradesh’s 50th
statehood day, the state government has come upwith a
unique idea. It is planning toorganise a “RunForHimachal”,
fromRajghattoHimachalBhawaninNewDelhi,onDecember
5, in collaboration with the state’s residents living in the
NationalCapitalRegion.It islearntthatBJPnationalpresident
JPNadda,whoisfromHimachalPradesh,will flagoff therun.
Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur and Information and
BroadcastingMinisterAnuragThakurwill alsoparticipate.

WINNING NUMBER
AMIDINDIA’S75thyearof independencecelebrations,75 is
a special number, especially for theMinistry of Science and
Technology.Theministryhasalreadyannouncedthesetting-
up of 75 sciencemuseums across the country in collabora-
tionwith theMinistry of Culture, identification of 75 start-
upswhich itwillassistandmentor,and75SC/SThubs.Now,
ScienceandTechnologyMinister JitendraSinghhassaid the
ministrywillbegintheprocessof identifying75womensci-
entistswhohavemadeexceptionalcontributionstoscience,
and75 scientists above the age of 75 yearswho continue to
contribute to thescienceecosystemwith theirwork.

NEW MEMBER
AFTERHAVINGbeenreducedtoonlyonememberfornearly
two years, the National Commission forMinorities has re-
cently seen new appointments. After the appointment of
Sardar IqbalSinghLalpuraas itschairpersonseveralmonths
ago, theMinistry of Minority Affairs has appointed Kesri
KaikhushrooDebooasanNCMmember.Deboo,whojoined
officeonFriday, is aParsi fromNavsari,Gujarat.

Expressways, airports, AIIMS: Yogi govt’s big infra race before polls

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER26

A COURT in Rajasthan’s Bundi
districthasissuedanarrestwar-
rantagainstformerUnionminis-
ter Bhanwar Jitendra Singh and
twoothers ina forgerycase.
TheChief JudicialMagistrate,

Bundi,hastakencognisanceun-
der IPC sections 420 (cheating),
467 (forgery), 468 (forgery for
the purpose of cheating), 471
(using a forged document as
genuine) and 120 B (criminal
conspiracy) against Singh and
two others — Shree Nath Hada
and Bijendra Singh. The court
hasorderedthattheybearrested
and presented before the court
on January6,2022.
Singh, who was the Union

ministerofstateforHome,isac-
cused of forging his uncle’s sig-
nature to transferhisproperties
to himself. The court said that
Singhandthetwoothers,“fraud-
ulently, and to gain an unfair

benefit,triedtodeceivethecourt
by submitting a fake trust deed
whilepresenting it asgenuine.”
The orders were issued on

November 18. Complainant
Avinash Chandra Chandna’s
lawyersreceivedacertifiedcopy
onFriday.
The matter pertains to the

propertiesof theerstwhileroyal
familyof Bundi inRajasthan.
TheCJMcourtnotedthatthat

Singhdidnotprovidetheoriginal
copy of the trust deed to the in-
vestigatingofficerbutareportby
a private forensic laboratory au-
thenticating the trust deed as
genuine. Bundi police shut the
2017caselodgedbyChandna,ap-
parently on the basis of that re-
port,promptingChandnatochal-
lengethepolice’sFinalReport.

NewDelhi:RJDleaderandformer
Bihar chiefminister Lalu Prasad
was admitted to the emergency
department of AIIMS, Delhi on
Friday, sources said. Theveteran
politicianislearnttobesuffering
from fever and is drowsy. His
conditionisnotseriousandheis
stable. His blood samples have
been sent for investigation, a
sourcesaid. PTI

On Constitution Day, CJI Ramana
flags ‘increasing’ attacks on judges

Lalu admitted to
AIIMS, Delhi

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

ONTHEoccasionofConstitution
Day on Friday, Chief Justice of
India N V Ramana expressed
concernoverthe“increasing”at-
tacks“onthejudiciaryintheme-
dia, particularly social media”.
He said these attacks appeared
tobe“sponsored,synchronised...
motivated and targeted”, and
central agencies should “effec-
tively”dealwith them.
“Anareaofgraveconcernfor

thejudiciaryistheincreasingat-
tacksonjudges.Physicalattacks
onjudicialofficersareontherise.
Thenthereareattacksontheju-
diciaryinthemedia,particularly
social media. These attacks ap-
pear to be sponsored and syn-
chronised. The law enforcing
agencies,particularlythecentral
agencies,needtodealwithsuch
maliciousattackseffectively.The
governments are expected to
create a secure environment so

that the judgesand judicialoffi-
cers can function fearlessly,” he
saidataneventorganisedbythe
SupremeCourt registry.
“...Iwanttotellallofyouthat

youmust assist judges and the
institution.Weareallultimately
part of one large family. Protect
the institution frommotivated
andtargetedattacks.Donotshy
awayfromstandingupforwhat
is right, and against what is
wrong,”hesaidatanotherevent

organisedbytheSupremeCourt
BarAssociation (SCBA).
At theSC registry event, also

attended by Prime Minister
NarendraModi, the CJI said the
Executive and Legislaturemust
workinconjunctionwiththeju-
diciary. “Any deviation by the
LegislatureorExecutivefromthe
path prescribed by the
Constitutionwillonlyleadtoad-
ditionalburdenonthejudiciary,”
hesaid.

He said the “Laxman Rekha
(ofseparationofpowers)drawn
by the Constitution is sacro-
sanct...buttherearetimeswhen
courts are compelled to pay at-
tention to unresolved griev-
ances, in the interestof justice”.
“The intention behind such

limitedjudicialinterventionsisto
nudge the Executive, and not to
usurp its role,” he said, adding
that“attemptstoprojectsuchin-
terventionsandconstructiveob-
servationsasthetargetingofone
institutionbyanother,aretotally
misplaced.Ifencouraged,suchat-
temptswillprovetobedetrimen-
tal tothehealthofdemocracy.”
TheCJIsaidtheframersofthe

Constitutionmadeaccountabil-
ity an integral elementwith re-
spect to the Legislature and
Executive. “However, they con-
sciously decided to keep the ju-
diciary on a different pedestal.
Theytrustedthecompetenceof
themenandwomenwhowould
adorn the Bench, in upholding
theConstitution,”hesaid.

(Fromleft)SolicitorGeneralTusharMehta,Chief Justiceof
IndiaNVRamanaandSCBApresidentVikasSingh.Express

‘LaxmanRekhasacrosanct... judicial interventionstonudgeExecutive,notusurprole’

FormerUnion
minister
Bhanwar
JitendraSingh

Forgery case: Rajasthan
court issues arrest warrant
against former minister

Whistleblower
SophieZhang

Housepanel
summonsFBas
whistleblower
sharespapers

4OFDALITFAMILYKILLED

SETTING HOUSE IN ORDER
AworkercleanstheParliamentHouseaheadof theWinterSessionthatbeginsMonday.

Anil Sharma

New Delhi: The Trinamool
Congress moved the Supreme
Court Friday seeking a probe by
acourt-monitoredpanelintothe
allegedlarge-scaleviolencedur-
ingthemunicipalpollsinTripura.
A bench of Justices DY

Chandrachud and AS Bopanna

was told by senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, who sought urgent
listing of two applications filed
by the party, that despite the
court'sorderofThursdayforpro-
vidingunhinderedaccess tothe
media to the election process,
nothingwasdone. PTI

TRIPURA CIVIC POLLS: TMCMOVESSC, SEEKS PROBE

KOLKATACIVICPOLLS

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER26

AICC GENERAL Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, who
reached Prayagraj on Friday to
meetmembersofaDalit family,
whosefourmembersweremur-
dered, alleged that there is “no
justice for Dalits, farmers,
women andminorities under
thepresentgovernment.”
She said the women of the

familyhadtoldherthattheyhad
flagged a threat to their lives in
Septemberthisyearaswellasin
2019.
Four members of the Dalit

family, including a 16-year-old
girl and 10-year-old boy, were
foundmurderedinPrayagrajdis-
trictonThursday.
Thepolice had registered an

FIR under the IPC sections for
murder and gangrape, among
others, aswell as sectionsof the

SC/STActandPOCSOAct.
The casewas lodged against

11namedpersons.
“Eight of the 11 named ac-

cused persons have been ar-
rested. Two are inMumbai and
teams have been deployed to
traceandarrestthem,whileone
accused is in ahospital.Wewill
probe the case fromall possible
angles and will arrest all ac-
cused,” said Prayagraj DIG/SSP
SarvashreshtTripathi.
In the complaint, based on

which an FIRwas registered, it
has been alleged that the 16-
year-oldgirlmayhavebeengan-
graped. The complaint says the
accusedarepartof “landmafia”
and had threatened to kill the
family members in the past.
They had reportedly assaulted
them;anFIRwasfiled,butnoac-
tionwas taken.
“It seems that themurders

werecommittedoveralanddis-
pute,” saidanofficer.

Priyanka meets victims’
kin: ‘no justice for Dalits
under present govt’ EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

BHUBANESWAR,NOVEMBER26

THEODISHAHigh Court Friday
soughtaresponsefromthestate
governmentandgaveit timetill
January 6 next year to come up
with an action plan to increase
itscoverageundertheStateFood
SecurityScheme(SFSS).
A division bench of Chief

Justice SMuralidhar and Justice
AKMohapatra issued thedirec-
tion in response to an affidavit
filed by Vir Vikram Yadav, the
Principal Secretary of Food
SuppliesandConsumerWelfare
department. The affidavit, filed
onNovember2 in response to a
petition, says that the SFSS has
been able to cover only 11.36
lakh of the additional target of
34.44lakhbeneficiariesoverthe
past sevenmonths.
The SFSS schemewas intro-

duced by the Odisha govern-
ment in 2018 to cover people
whowereleftoutoftheNational
FoodSecurityAct (NFSA).

HC seeks Odisha
govt response
on food security
scheme coverage

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER26

THENOIDAInternationalAirport
whose foundation was laid by
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
in Jewar Thursday is just one of
themanyinfrastructureprojects
theYogiAdityanathgovernment
is racing against time to show-
case, ahead of the coming
Assemblyelections.
Others include the Kashi

Vishwanath Dham Project, AI-
IMS, Gorakhpur, KanpurMetro,
UttarPradeshDefenceIndustrial
Corridor, Kushinagar airport,
Bundelkhand Expressway, and
Ganga Expressway. While
Kushinagar airport hasbeen in-
augurated, others are invarious
stages of completion. The
Adityanathgovernmentalsore-
cently inaugurated the
PurvanchalExpressway.

KASHIVISHWANATHDHAM
Rs700-crproject; founda-
tion laidonMarch8,2019
One of themost ambitious

projects of PMModi in his par-
liamentary constituency
Varanasi, it aims at the expan-
sion and development of the
KashiVishwanathTemplecam-
pus, and of amenities along the
corridor connecting the temple
totheManikarnikaGangaGhat.
About 90% of the project is re-
portedlycomplete,withinaugu-
rationbyModitentativelysetfor
December13.

AIIMS,GORAKHPUR
Rs1,100-crproject; founda-
tion laidonJuly22,2016
The foundation stone for an

institute in the traditional con-
stituency of Adityanath, which
has long battled Japanese en-
cephalitisandsawacontroversy
overdeathsof childrenatahos-

pitalallegedlyduetolackofoxy-
gen, was laid by the PM before
the BJP came to power in UP.
Work started after Adityanath
becameCMin2017,andbyearly
2019,OPDfacilityhadstarted.

KANPURMETRO
Rs13,000-crproject; foun-
dation laid inOctober2016

Thefoundationstonefor the
32.5-km line was laid by PM
Modi just before the 2017
Assemblyelections,andthecer-
emonywasattendedbythenCM
Akhilesh Yadav.Work couldn't
start immediately as pollswere
notified, and both the BJP and
Samajwadi Party governments
claim credit for the project.

Earlier this month, Adityanath
flagged a trial run on the 9-km
stretch from IIT Kanpur to
Motijheelarea,andsourcessaid
the government is hoping to
start the commercial run in this
part with six trains by mid-
December,beforethe2022elec-
tionnotification.

UTTARPRADESHDEFENCE
INDUSTRIALCORRIDOR
Rs20,000-crproject; foun-
dation laid for firstproject in
JhansinodeonNov18,2021
The project was announced

by Modi during an investors'
summit inLucknow.Theplan is
tomanufacture defence equip-
ment, includingweapons, sen-
sors,aircraftandhelicopters,do-
mestically. InUP, sixnodeshave
been identified — Lucknow,
Kanpur,Jhansi,Agra,Aligarhand
Chitrakoot—tobeconnectedvia
expressways,andbringtogether

medium,smallandmicroindus-
tries. The government is in the
processof identifyingland(with
acquisition on course in Jhansi
andAligarh), andclaimstohave
signedover32MoUs.

KUSHINAGARAIRPORT
Rs260-crproject; inaugu-
ratedonOctober21,2021
This isoneof themajor infra-

structureprojectscompletedun-
der theAdityanath government.
However, itwas conceptualised
long before, having been the
dreamprojectofthe2007-12BSP
government (Kushinagar is be-
lievedtobethefinalrestingplace
of GautamBuddha). The airport,
that facedprotests over land ac-
quisition,was recently inaugu-
rated by Modi as part of the
Buddhist Circuit, with the first
flight from Sri Lanka carrying
monks.Adirect flight fromDelhi
started on Friday, and flights to

Mumbai and West Bengal are
scheduledtostartfromDec18.

BUNDELKHAND
EXPRESSWAY
Rs14,716-crproject; foun-
dation laidonFeb29,2020
TheAdityanathgovernment

claimstohavecompletedabout
76% of thework on the 296-km
expressway,connectingEtawah,
Auraiya, Jalaun, Hamirpur,
Banda,Mahoba andChitrakoot.
While it hopes to inaugurate it
before polls are notified, thus
making it the first expressway
projecttobeconceptualisedand
completed by it — unlike the
Poorvanchal Expressway on
whichworkstartedundertheSP
— sources said there is at least
twomoremonths to go for the
project.Still, theBJPhopestostill
reap poll dividends if the ex-
pressway is startedby thepolls.
Apart from helping the back-

wardregion,theprojectissignif-
icant as the defence corridor is
plannedalong thisexpressway.

GANGAEXPRESSWAY
Rs36,230-crproject; foun-
dationtobe laidnextmonth
The 594-km project will be

one of India's longest express-
ways, running throughUP from
Uttarakhand to Bihar border,
connecting the districts of
Meerut, Hapur, Bulandshahr,
Amroha,Sambha,Shahjahanpur,
Hardoi, Unnao, Rae Bareli,
PratapgarhandPrayagraj.Asim-
ilar project under the BSPwas
caughtinenvironmentalhurdles.
On November 20, a State Level
Environment Impact Authority
cleared theproposedalignment
of the project. Adityanath has
claimed acquisition of over 80%
of the land, and said on Friday
that the foundation-laying
wouldbedonebynextmonth.

CMAdityanathwithPMModiat the foundation-laying
ceremonyof JewarairportonThursday.GajendraYadav

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER26

THE TRINAMOOL Congress
(TMC) on Friday announced its
candidate list for the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation (KMC)
election on December 19. As
manyas 39of 126ward coordi-
nators (Councillors) have been
dropped.
The TMC, however, has ap-

parently deviated from its ‘one-
man-one-post’ policy. Also, sev-
eral family members of party
leaders, including TMC chief
MamataBanerjee’s sister-in law
KajoriBanerjee,featureinthelist.
Kajori is the wife of Mamata’s
brotherKartikBanerjee.
The announcement of the

list came after a three-hour
meeting at Mamata Banerjee’s
residence. TMC MP Sudip
Bandyopadhyay said after the
meeting, “In the last election,
126 candidates of our party
won.Outof them,87candidates

have been retained and 39
dropped.However,outof87,78
candidateswill becontest from
their old wards and others will
have to change their ward for
various reasons.”
Party sources said two can-

didateswere yet to be finalised
and thiswouldbedone in two-
threedays.
TheMPadded: “We focused

on increasing the number of
women candidates. Out of 144
candidates,45percent,or64,are
women.We have ensured that
all sections of society are repre-
sented.Inourlist,19arefromthe
Scheduled Castes and 23 are
fromminority communities.”
Evenaspartysourcessaidaf-

ter themeeting that the official
list of candidates would be an-
nouncedwithin half an hour, it
took the partymore than three
more hours to do so. TMC
sources said that within the
party,dropping39sittingcoun-
cillorsandbringinginnewfaces
wasseenasa“strongexercise”.

TMC candidate list out,
39 councillors dropped

KAMALDEEPSINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR,NOVEMBER26

ADAYafterthreateningtogoona
hunger strike against his own
party’sgovernmentondrugsand
sacrilegeissues,PunjabCongress
chiefNavjotSinghSidhuFridayin-
tensified his attack on CM
Charanjit SinghChanni’s regime

askingwhyitdid
not move the
apex court
againstthe“blan-
ket bail” given to
former DGP
Sumedh Singh
Saini by theHigh
Court. Sidhu said
that theprobe in
thesacrilegecase
“will not move

forwarduntilblanketbailtoSaini
isneutralised”.
Sainifiguresasanaccusedin

thecase involvingthepolice fir-
ingonpeopleprotestingthedes-
ecrationofGuruGranthSahibin
Punjab’sFaridkotdistrictin2015.
On the STF report on drugs,

heagainaskedthestategovern-
mentwhatstoppeditfrommak-
ing itpublic.
Saying thathekeeps remind-

ing the Channi government on
drugsandsacrilege issues, Sidhu
alsoattackedhispredecessorSunil
Jakhar fornotraisingthese issues
whenheheadedthestateunit.

Sidhu again
attacks own
govt, this time
on ex-DGP bail

SACRILEGECASE

Punjab
Congchief
Sidhu
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RUSSIA, INDIA and China (RIC)
Friday called for ensuring that
Afghanistan’s territory is not
used to attack any country, the
formation of a “truly inclusive”
governmentandimmediateaid
to thewar-ravagednation.
External Affairs minister S

Jaishankar, who chaired the
meeting,saidthethreecountries
needtoworktogethertoensure
humanitarianassistancereaches
theAfghanpeoplewithouthin-
dranceorpoliticisation,
Virtuallyaddressingameet-

ing held under the trilateral
framework, he said the RIC
countriesmustcoordinate their
respective approaches towards
terrorism, radicalisation and
drug trafficking.
Chinese Foreign Minister

Wang Yi and his Russian coun-
terpartSergeyLavrovwerepres-
entat themeeting.
All three foreign ministers

reaffirmed their support for an
“Afghan-ledandAfghan-owned

peaceprocess”.
Theministersstressedonthe

necessityof“urgentelimination”
ofterrorgroupssuchasAlQaeda
and IS for lasting peace in
Afghanistan and the region, a
joint communiquesaid.
Thecommunique, issuedaf-

ter the talks, said theministers
calledfortheformationofanin-
clusive government that repre-
sents all the major ethnic and

political groups of the country,
and emphasised on the central
roleof theUNin that country.
“Theyreaffirmedtheimpor-

tance of ensuring that the terri-
tory of Afghanistan should not
beusedtothreatenorattackany

other country and that no
Afghan group or individual
should support terrorists oper-
ating on the territory of any
othercountry,” it added.
Expressingconcernsregard-

ing the dramatic change of the
situation in Afghanistan, the
ministers advocated a peaceful
and inclusive Afghanistan that
exists in harmony with its
neighbours.
“TheycalledontheTalibanto

take actions in accordancewith
theresultsofalltherecentlyheld
international and regional for-
mats of interaction on
Afghanistan, including the UN
(UnitedNations)Resolutionson
Afghanistan,” the communique
issuedonFridaysaid.
“Expressingconcernoverthe

deteriorating humanitarian sit-
uation in Afghanistan, the
Ministers called for immediate
and unhindered humanitarian
assistance to be provided to
Afghanistan. TheMinisters also
emphasised the central role of
UN in Afghanistan,” the joint
statement said.
Jaishankar,WangandLavrov

alsocondemnedterrorisminall
itsmanifestations and said that
it must be comprehensively
countered to achieve a world
freeof terrorism.
As a contiguous neighbour

and long-standing partner of
Afghanistan, India is concerned
about the recent developments
in that country, especially the
suffering of the Afghan people,
Indian External AffairsMinister
Jaishankar said.
“In line with our commit-

ment to the well-being of
Afghanpeople,wehaveoffered
supplyof50,000MTofwheatto
Afghanistan to address the
drought situation,” he added at
themeeting.
Jaishankar said India sup-

portsaninclusiveandrepresen-
tative government in
Afghanistanaswell as theother
provisions of the UN Security
Council'sResolution2593.
“The RIC countries need to

worktogethertoensurethathu-
manitarian assistance reaches
theAfghanpeoplewithouthin-
drance andwithout politicisa-
tion,”hesaid.

Corbett probe:
Uttarakhand
govt transfers 34
forest officials

Court rejects Gehlot govt plea
to drop cases against officials

INDIA,RUSSIAandChina
have takendifferingap-
proacheswhen it comes
toengagingwith the
Taliban-ruled
Afghanistan.Russiaand
China'sengagement
withPakistan is some-
thing thatNewDelhidif-
ferswith. So, the is-
suanceof commonjoint
statementon
Afghanistan indicates
that theyshareobjec-
tives—themeans to
achieve those,however,
maybedifferent.

Onevoice,
different
engagementsE●EX
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RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
PutinwillvisitIndiaonDecember
6fortheannualbilateralsummit,
theMinistry of External Affairs’
official spokesperson Arindam
BagchisaidonFriday.
Simultaneously, Russian

ForeignMinister Sergey Lavrov
and Defence Minister Sergey
Shoiguwillvisit Indiatoholdthe
inaugural ‘2+2’ministerial dia-
loguebetweenthetwocountries
onDecember6, theRussianem-
bassyhassaid.LavrovandShoigu
will also hold the talks with
External Affairs Minister S
JaishankarandDefenceMinister
RajnathSingh.
Putinwill hold summit talks

with PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi.TheModi-Putinsummitis
expectedtoproducespecificout-
comes in further expanding ties
inareasofdefence,tradeanden-
ergy.
It is learnt that the two sides

aregoing to firmupanumberof
agreements in the areas of de-
fence,tradeandinvestment,and
science and technology at the
summit. A framework formili-
tary-technical cooperation is set
toberenewedforthenextdecade
at thesummitbesidesannounc-
ing a joint commission on tech-
nologyandscience.
India and Russia have also

reached the final phase of nego-
tiation for a logistics support
agreement and it is likely to be

signedeitherduringthe2+2talks
oratthesummit.Thepactwillal-
lowmilitaries of the two coun-
triestouseeachother'sbasesfor
repairandreplenishmentofsup-
plies, besides facilitating scaling
upofoveralldefencecooperation.
“On December 6, Russian

ForeignMinister Sergey Lavrov
togetherwithDefenceMinister
Sergey Shoiguwill hold talks in
New Delhi with their Indian
counterparts S Jaishankar and
Rajnath Singh,” a spokesperson
fortheembassysaid.Hesaidit is
expected that theministerswill
have in-depthdiscussionsof the
keyregionalandinternationalis-
suesincludingthesituationinthe
Asia-Pacific region anddevelop-
ments inAfghanistanandSyria.
The spokesperson said the

twosidesarealsoexpectedtoex-
change views on interaction
withintheShanghaiCooperation
Organisation (SCO) and Russia-
India-China(RIC)trilateral.“Infu-
ture,consultationsinthisformat
areintendedtobeorganisedona
regularbasis,alternatelyinRussia
andIndia,”hesaid.

VladimirPutin

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

INDIAONFridaysaiditisworking
onthemodalitiestosendhuman-
itarian assistance toAfghanistan
through Pakistan, days after
Islamabadagreedtoallowtransit
facilityfortheaidbyNewDelhi.
Ministry of External Affairs

spokesperson ArindamBagchi
said India is examining the re-
sponse of the Pakistani govern-
ment and is alsoworkingon the
modalitieswithit.“Wereceiveda
responsefromthegovernmentof
Pakistantoourproposalmadeon
October7 forprovidinghumani-
tarianassistanceof50,000metric
tonnesofwheat to thepeople of
Afghanistan.Thisalsohaslife-sav-
ingmedicines,”hesaid.
Bagchi said India has always

stood by the people of
Afghanistan. “Weare examining
the response of the government
of Pakistan,we are alsoworking
on the modalities with the
Pakistanside.Webelievethathu-
manitarianassistanceshouldnot
besubjecttoconditionalities.”
OnMonday, Pakistan Prime

MinisterImranKhansaidhisgov-
ernmentwill allow the transit of
50,000 tonnes of wheat from
India to Afghanistan. Two days
later,Pakistansaidithasformally
informedIndiaaboutitsdecision
toallowthetransportationofthe
Indianhumanitarianshipmentto
Afghanistanthroughitsterritory.
“The decision of the govern-

mentofPakistantothiseffectwas
formally conveyed to theCharge
d'affaires of India at theMinistry
of ForeignAffairs,” the Pakistan
ForeignOfficesaidonWednesday.

YOGESHNAIK
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER26

MAHARASHTRACONGRESSchief
Nana Patole has asked the state
government to convert the resi-
dentialbungalowallottedtohim
into an office for Congress as he
finds thepresentCongress office
at Colaba “inconvenient”. Patole
has not vacated the bungalow
eventhoughhehassteppeddown
as Speaker of the legislative as-
sembly.
The bungalow, A-9, located on
MadameCamaRoadoppositethe
MantralayawasallottedtoPatole
after hewas elected theSpeaker
of the legislative assembly in
2020.He resigned fromthepost
inFebruary2021butcontinuedto
stayinthebungalow.
Accordingtotherules,anoffi-

cialresidencehastobevacatedin
15days.However, inthiscase,no
vacatingprocesshasbeenstarted

bythegeneraladministrationde-
partmentandthePWD.
Patole said, “Ourparty office,

GandhiBhavan,wasdemolished
forMetro 3 (connecting Colaba
and Seepz) andwe got space in
TannahouseatColaba.Thisisnot
convenient for us. Hence, I have
asked thegovernment topermit
theconversionoftheofficialbun-
galowA-9intothepartyoffice.Of
course,thiswillbetemporary.We
willgetourregularaccommoda-

tiononceMetro3iscompleted.”
Asked if thiswasaway to re-

tain thebungalow for continued
use for residential purposes, he
said,“Howcanonestayhereonce
thisbecomesanoffice.”
Patole said the Shiv Senahas

alsobeenallowedtoconvertone
bungalow into their office –
ShivalayaonMadameCamaRoad.
PWDofficials said that one

minister of state fromSena had
converted his official bungalow
fortheparty’suseduringtheBJP-
Sena rule from2014 to2019, but
Patolewon’t bepermitted. PWD
insiderssaidPatolehasgotnotany
extension from Chief Minister
UddhavThackeray.
Sujata Saunik of theGeneral

AdministrationDepartmentsaid,
“Aresidencecannotbeconverted
into an office.” PWDExecutive
Engineer, Bombay Presidency,
ChandrakantNaiksaid,“Allallot-
mentsandworksrelatedtoevac-
uationarewiththePWD.”

Patole asks state govt to convert
official bungalow to Cong office

MaharashtraCongress
chiefNanaPatole

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
DEHRADUN,NOVEMBER26

THE UTTARAKHAND govern-
menthastransferred34forestof-
ficials as an internal tussle plays
outwithinthestateforestdepart-
ment over investigation into al-
leged illegal construction and
fellingoftreesattheCorbettTiger
Reserve.AccordingtoaThursday
order, 34 forest officials were
transferredor given anewpost-
ing.Theofficialsincludethestate's
HeadofForestForce(HoFF)Rajiv
Bhartari and Chief Wildlife
WardenJSSuhag.
Thismonth,twoforestofficials

-- Indian Forest Officer Sanjiv
Chaturvedi and Additional
PrincipalConservatorofForestsB
KGangte -- refused to head the
probeintothecaseofillegalfelling
of trees at the Kalagarh Tiger
Reserve ForestDivision. Thede-
partment infighting began after
bothofthemwereappointed in-
vestigating officers by Bhartari
andSuhag.
The order says Bhartari will

switchpostswithVinodKumar,
who was heading the
UttarakhandBiodiversity Board.
Suhag,whohasbeen relievedof
the additional charge of Chief
WildlifeWarden,willremainthe
Chief Executive Officer of the
CompensatoryAfforestationFund
Management and Planning
Authority.ChiefConservator(eco-
tourism) Parag Madhukar
Dhakatewilltaketheposition.

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,NOVEMBER26

AMID TENSIONSwith the state
government, theBiharGovernor
on Friday sought a report by the
Special VigilanceUnit (SVU) on
raids at thepremises ofMagadh
University Vice-Chancellor and
said itwill look into allegations
against the VC of a Darbhanga-
basedUniversity.
Both Vice Chancellors --

Magadh University Vice-
Chancellor Dr Rajendra Prasad
andLNMithilaUniversity(LMNU)
Vice-ChancellorSurendraPratap
Singh --havebeenaccusedof fi-
nancial irregularities.
Thedevelopmentcomesdays

after Bihar Governor Phagu
ChauhanmetUnion Education
MinisterDharmendraPradhanon
ThursdayandBiharChiefMinister
NitishKumaronWednesday.Itis
understoodthatthecontroversies
featuredintheirdiscussions,offi-
cialsfamiliarwiththemattersaid.
Earlier thismonth, state edu-

cation minister Vijay Kumar
Choudhary had raised concern
about allegations against the
LMNUVice-Chancellor andhad
skippedaRajBhavaneventtofe-
licitateSinghwith the “bestV-C”
award. The minister had de-
manded that the complaint
againstSinghshouldbeprobed.
On November 20,

MohammedQuddus--theVice-
ChancellorofMaulanaMazharul
HaqueArabic&PersianUniversity
inPatna--accusedSinghoffinan-
cialirregularitiesatatimeheheld
theadditionalchargeofactingVC
atMMHAPU. ARajBhavansource
saiditwasstandardprocedureto
look into complaints againstVCs
as theGovernor is the ex-officio
chancellorofstateuniversities.
The Bihar government had

also soughtdetails of lastweek's
SVU raid at the premises of
Magadh University VC Dr
Rajendra Prasad,whohas been
accusedof financialirregularities
in floating tenders. “Raj Bhavan
had to react as the complaint
againstLNMUVChadreachedCM
andMagadhUniversityVC faces
SVUraids,”anofficialsaid.

MEA: Working
on modalities
with Pakistan
for Afghan aid

Putin to visit India
on Dec 6, will hold
talks with PM Modi

2+2DIALOGUEONSIDELINES

V-Cs accused of
corruption: Raj
Bhavan to look
into the matter

BIHAR

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER26

AJAIPURcourtFridayrejectedan
applicationbytheRajasthangov-
ernmenttowithdrawcorruption
casesagainstaservingbureaucrat
and two former officials, includ-
ingonecurrentlyservingasadvi-
sor at the Rajasthan Cricket
Association (RCA), which is
headedbyChiefMinisterAshok
Gehlot'ssonVaibhavGehlot.
Chargesheets had been filed

against the three -- G S Sandhu,
former IAS officer nowwith the
RCA; retired Rajasthan
Administrative Service officer
NishkamDiwakar; and serving
state service officer OnkarMal
Saini -- in 2015 and2016,when
theBJPwasinpower.Thecharges
date back to 2010-2011, when
SandhuwasaPrincipalSecretary
andDiwakar aDeputy Secretary
in theUrbanDevelopment and
HousingDepartment.Sainiwasat
the timeDeputyCommissioner,
JaipurDevelopmentAuthority.
“The SessionsCourt in Jaipur

for hearing of Prevention of
Corruption cases today rejected
thegovernment’sapplication...re-
gardingwithdrawalofthecases,"
advocate Sandesh Khandelwal,
counselforpetitionerRamSharan
Singh, said, adding they argued
before the court that themove
was“notinpublicinterest”.
Apartfrombeinganadviserto

the RCA, Sandhu incidentally is
back with the Urban
Development and Housing
Department as adviser. Hewas
appointedearlierthisyear.
As per the chargesheets filed

by theAntiCorruptionBureau in
July2016,theofficialswerepartof
a “criminal conspiracy” to allot
landbelongingtoahousingsoci-
etytoaprivateconstructioncom-
pany.Thethreewerearrested,but
subsequentlygrantedbail.Theal-
lotmentwasmade in June 2011
andcancelledinMay2013bythe
thenCongressgovernment.
In July 2019, after Gehlot re-

turned to power, Sandhu and
Diwakarmade a representation
to the government. The Urban
Development and Housing

Department set upa committee
whichrecommendedwithdrawal
of cases against them. The state
then filed an application, on
January19,2021,recommending
thatthecasesbewithdrawn.
TheGehlotgovernmentnoted

thatthethreewerenotnamedin
the original complaint, prelimi-
nary inquiry,orFIR,andthatnei-
ther did any person benefit nor
was anyoneharmed. It also said
that the ACB had filed the
chargesheet against Sandhu, a
public servant, without taking
prosecution sanction.Urbanand
HousingMinisterShantiDhariwal
saidthatatthetimethethreebu-
reaucratswereframedbytheBJP
government,as theyhadrefused
toaccept“sifarish(recommenda-
tions)”.
Sandhu'scounselSSHorasaid

theywerewaiting for a detailed
copyof court order. “If the rejec-
tionisontechnicalgrounds,then
nothing stops the government
from removing the lacunae and
re-filing it. If it has been rejected
onmerits, thena revisionappeal
canbefiledbeforeHighCourt.”

ALLOTMENTOFJAIPURLAND

MAYURAJANWALKAR
OLDGOA,NOVEMBER26

GOA DEPUTY Chief Minister
ChandrakantKavlekarhassaidhe
has ordered thewithdrawal of
permissionforabungalow’scon-
struction in a heritage Old Goa
precinct, attributing the earlier
move to a “mistake”. The con-
structiontriggeredprotestsbyres-
idents and activists, some of
whom went on a fast from
Wednesday.
Kavlekar,whoalso holds the

TownandCountryPlanningport-
folio,saidinMargaoonThursday:
“This has not happened inmy
term. Ithappenedmuchearlier. I
haveimmediatelyorderedanin-
quiry and given instructions to
take back thismistakemade by
someone.”
Thousands had gathered in

Old Goa last Sunday to protest
against the under-construction
bungalow. A part of the land on

whichitwasbeingbuilthadbeen
bought byManishMunot, the
husband ofMumbai-based BJP
spokespersonShainaNC,in2015.
On Thursday, village

Panchayatmembers said they
hadsoughtlegalopinionandthey
will initiatetheprocesstorevoke
theapprovals.Panchayatmember
VishwasKuttikar said itwas re-

cently brought to their attention
that theArcheological Surveyof
Indiahadgrantedpermissiononly
forrepairandnotreconstruction.
“Wehave sought legal opinion.
WehaveameetingonNovember
30afterwhichwewillinitiatethe
process...”hesaid.
BothMunot and Shaina had

earliersaidthattheyhadnopart

to play in the allegedly illegal
construction. Munot had also
saidthathehadpulledoutofthe
project.
Activists,however,continued

tofastonFriday.Theywelcomed
Kavlekar’s statement but said
their protestwill continue until
the structurewas razed. Activist
Anna Gracias, who joined the
TMClastweek,wasfastingforthe
third day. She said: “This state-
mentisagoodstart...Ourdemand
persists foranorder todemolish
the building.” The Congress has
been staging demonstrations
over thestructuresince July, and
AAP Goa convenor Rahul
Mhambre andTMCMPstate in-
chargeforGoaMahuaMoitravis-
itedthe protestorsonFriday.
OnWednesday,Goa’s ’sPorts

andScienceandTechnologymin-
isterMichealLobohadbackedthe
protestersandsaidthatif theCM
did not act in 48 hours, about
two-three lakh Goans would
gather inprotest.

Ordered withdrawal of permission for
bungalow at heritage site: Goa Dy CM

Protesterssaidtheywillendthedemonstrationwhenthe
contentiousstructure is razed.Mayura Janwalkar

Ensure inclusive Afghan govt: RIC nations
RUSSIA-INDIA-CHINAFOREIGNMINISTERS’MEET

ExternalAffairsMinisterS
Jaishankarchairedthe18th
RICmeeting onFriday.PTI

TROOPS, UP IN THE AIR
Armysoldierspara-dropaspartof theDakshinShaktiexercise, in JaisalmeronFriday.PTI
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Divya,daughterof the lateMumbaiPolice inspectorVijaySalaskar,pays tributeat thePolice
MartyrsMemorial inMumbaionthe13thanniversaryof the26/11terrorattacks. PTI
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INDIA CANNOT forget the
woundsof26/11,PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi said Friday on
the 13th anniversary of the
Mumbai terror attacks. During
theday, theMinistryofExternal
Affairs summoned a senior
diplomat of the Pakistani High
Commissionandconveyed that
Islamabadmustensureanexpe-
ditious trial in thecase.
In a note verbale handed to

the diplomat, the MEA asked
Pakistantoabidebyitscommit-
ment to prevent terror strikes
againstIndiafromterritoriesun-
der its control, it said.
In a videomessage released

by the MEA on the attack an-
niversary, PrimeMinisterModi,
paying homage to the victims,
said today’s India is combating
terrorismwitha“newpolicyand
newways”.
“I pay homage to all those

whodiedintheMumbaiattack.
Many brave police personnel
werealsomartyredinthestrike.
Ialsopayhomagetothem.India
cannotforgetthewoundsof the
Mumbai attack. Today's India is
combatingterrorismwithanew
policyandnewways,”thePrime
Minister said.
Inastatement,theMEAsaid:

“It is a matter of deep anguish
that even after 13 years of this
heinous terror attack, the fami-
liesof166victimsfrom15coun-
tries across the globe still await
closure, with Pakistan showing
little sincerity in bringing the
perpetrators to justice.”
India has been pressing

Pakistan to punish those in-
volvedintheattacksbutthetrial
oftheaccusedpersonshasmade
littleheadwayso far.
The MEA asserted that the

terror attackwas planned, exe-
cuted and launched from
Pakistani territory. “We once
again call on thegovernment of
Pakistan togiveupdouble stan-

dardsandtoexpeditiouslybring
the perpetrators of the horrific
attack to justice," it said. "This is
notjustamatterofPakistan'sac-
countabilitytothefamiliesofthe
innocentvictimswhofell toter-
rorists, butalsoan international
obligation.”
ThestatementsaidIndiawill

continuetomakeeveryeffortto
seekjusticeforthefamiliesofthe
“victimsandthemartyrs”of the
attack.
On November 26, 2008, a

group of 10 Pakistani terrorists
carried out coordinated attacks
ona railway station, two luxury
hotels and a Jewish centre after
sneaking into India's financial
capital throughtheArabiansea.
As many as 166 people were
killed in the nearly 60-hour as-
sault that sent shockwaves
across thecountry.
In November 2012, Ajmal

Amir Kasab, the lone surviving
gunman among the Pakistani
group, was hanged to death in
Pune'sYerawada Jail.

VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER26

DISMISSEDASSISTANTpolicein-
spector(API)SachinWaze,whois
being cross-examined before a
state-appointed commission in-
quiring into theextortionallega-
tionslevelledbyformerMumbai
police commissioner ParamBir
SinghagainstformerMaharashtra
ministerAnilDeshmukh, saidhe
had“succumbed”toDeshmukh’s
demandtocollectmoneyfromes-
tablishmentsinMumbai.
In an “open letter” to Chief

MinisterUddhavThackeray,Singh
haddetailedpurporteddirections
byDeshmukh toWaze to collect
moneyfrombarsandrestaurants
tothetuneofRs100croreduring
ameeting between the two at
Deshmukh's official residence
whenhewashomeminister.
In a signed affidavit to the

commission, Waze, currently
behind bars after his arrest by
the NIA in the Antilia security
scare case, had testified to the
meetingwithDeshmukh. Inthe
affidavit,Wazesaidherefusedto
make thesecollections.
Duringhiscrossexamination

by Deshmukh's lawyer Anita
Castellino, Waze was asked
about a specific part of the affi-
davit in which he said that he
had met Singh and informed
him about the meeting with
Deshmukh in January, and dur-
ingwhich Deshmukh had pur-
portedlyaskedhimtocollectRs
3.5 lakh from each of the 1,650
barsandrestaurantsinMumbai.
Quoting from the affidavit,

Castellino said: “'He(Singh) said
donotfalltothispressure'. Isthis
true?”Tothis,Wazereplied“yes”.

Whenshefurtherasked ifWaze
hadtakentheadviceofSingh,he
said:“Ihadalreadysuccumbed.”
Fridaywas the fourth day of

Waze's cross-examination be-
forethecommission. Itwillcon-
tinue next week when both
SinghandDeshmukharetopro-
ducedbefore it.
Thecommissionwasformed

bythegovernmentafterSinghin
hislettertotheCMraisedallega-
tions of corruption against
Deshmukh.
In the letter, Singh had al-

leged that Deshmukh's private
secretary Sanjeev Palandewas
presentwhenDeshmukhasked
Wazetocollectmoneyfrombars
andrestaurants.
Waze said in his deposition

said that nodemand formoney
wasmadetohimbyPalande.He
accepted that he met him at
Dnyaneshwari, the official resi-
dence of the home minister,
oncemoreinFebruary2021and
knew him as secretary to the
homeminister.

CAN’TFORGETWOUNDSOFATTACK:PM

India summons Pak diplomat,
demands swift trial in 26/11 case

ANISHADUTTA
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

WITH THE Centre preparing a
60-point action plan following
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi’s
meetingwith secretaries of all
departments andministries in
September, the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) has begunwork to fi-
nalise its recommendation for
providingIntegratedCommand
andControlCentres (ICCCs)asa
service to states and smaller
cities.
A review for the same was

takenbyCabinetSecretaryRajiv
Gauba earlier this week, The
IndianExpresshas learned.

The Smart Cities project,
which aims at developing 100
citizen-friendlyandself-sustain-
ableurbansettlements, includes
setting up ICCCs for each city as
a vital step. These ICCCs, de-
signed to enable authorities to
monitor the status of various
amenities inreal time,were ini-
tially aimed at controlling and
monitoring water and power
supply, sanitation, trafficmove-
ment, integratedbuildingman-
agement, city connectivity and
Internetinfrastructure.However,
thesecentreswillnowalsomon-
itor various other parameters
and is also linked to the CCTNS
(Crime and Criminal Tracking
NetworksandSystems)network
under the Ministry of Home

Affairs (MHA).
TheIndianExpressonOctober

18had reported that theCentre

haspreparedthe60-pointaction
plan, a month after Prime
MinisterNarendraModimetthe
secretaries of all departments
andministries.
“When you try to scale up

across the country, you can’t
spendRs100croreorsopercity...
We will need one centre in a
statewhere all the inputs come
fromthecities.Soifastatewants
tosetupin100citiesitcanmake
one common investment in-
stead of all 100 cities… The PM
has asked to explore such a
model.We have beenworking
the industry and our own con-
sultants. Inacoupleofweekswe
willbeabletofinalisethemodel
andthentalktothestates,”anof-
ficial said on condition of

anonymity.
According to sources, the

MoHUAaimstofinalisetheICCC
model and implement a pilot
projectacrosssixmajorstates—
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
RajasthanandTamilNadu.
“Weare almost on the verge

of finalising themodel. Our aim
to target 5-6major states is be-
causetheyhavethecapacitythis
kindofmodel, intermsof finan-
cialandadministrativecapacity,
andmaximumpopulation can
alsogetcovered,”theofficialsaid.
Sofar, theseICCCshavebeen

operationalisedin69cities,with
Agartala, Indore and Vadodara
rankedthebestforasustainable
businessmodelof thesecentres.

ACCORDINGTOthedraft
model, informationfrom
multiplesource inacity
—sensors, traffic lights,
CCTVs—willbesent to
the ICCCs,andbasedon
suitablealgorithms, the
samecanbeaccessedon
anydevicethroughadata
cloud,officialshavesaid.

Centralising
dataE●EX
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Govt begins finalising proposals on PM’s action plan

Corruption case: CBI
gets nod to prosecute
retired HC judge

Naval officer
drowns in TN

LUCKY ESCAPE
Afirebrokeout intwoACcoachesof theUdhampurExpressatHetampurRailway Station
nearMorena inMadhyaPradeshonFriday,policesaid.Nobodywas injured inthe incident
andthefirewasbroughtundercontrol in time, theysaid.ANI

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

ADAYafterChristianMichel,the
alleged middleman in the
AgustaWestland VVIP helicop-
ter deal, began his “indefinite”
hunger strike in Tihar Jail, his
familymembers on Friday said
they were “very concerned
aboutthetrialneverhappening”
and urged the British govern-
ment to intervene.
Michel had sought the UK

government’s intervention in a
letter to British PrimeMinister
BorisJohnsonlastmonth,saying
he would remain on a hunger
strike till it tookaction.
Michel’s legal teamhas con-

tendedhewasextraditedtoIndia
by theUAE inDecember2018 in
exchangeforthereturnofPrincess
Latifa, the estrangeddaughter of
the ruler of Dubaiwhowas re-

portedly
forcibly taken
off aboat in in-
ternationalwa-
ters off the
coastofIndiain
March2018.
Speaking

from Paris,
Michel’s wife,
Valerie, said:

“It’s been three long yearswith
absolutely no trial, no justice...
My husband has no choice but
(toresortto)ahungerstrike.We
are worried for his physical,
mental andemotionalhealth.”
Tihar Jail Director General

SandeepGoyalsaid,“Noneofhis
rightshavebeenviolated.Hehas
been given regular counsellor
accessasperprocedure.Hewent
on a hunger strike yesterday...
Wearemonitoringhishealth; if
medicalinterventionisrequired,
itwill beprovided tohim.”
Advocate Aljo Joseph, who

representsMichel in court, said
themaximum punishment he
couldfacewasuptosevenyears
andhehasalreadyserved50per
centofhissentencewhileawait-
ingtrial. “Everyotherperson(in
this case) has been granted bail
within amonth or 15 days,” he
said.
Michel’s bail application is

listedforhearingbeforetheDelhi
HighCourtonDecember2.

Christian
Michel

FormerMumbaiPoliceCommissionerParamBirSinghata
ThanecourtonFriday.Deepak Joshi

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

THEDELHIHighCourtonFriday
saidthatademocracygoverned
by the rule of lawwould be “in
serious peril” if “creative voices
were stifled or intellectual free-
domwas suppressed or suffo-
cated”. Quoting French writer
Voltaire in its order, the court
said: “While I wholly disagree
withwhatyousay, Iwill defend
tothedeathyourright tosay it”.
“The freedoms guaranteed

byArticle 19 are not liable to be
freely expressedonly if they fall
in linewithamajoritarianview.
The right to dissent or to have
and express a contrarian view
withrespecttocurrentaffairsor
historicaleventsaretheessence
of a vibrant democracy,” said
Justice Yashwant Varma in the
order,dismissingapetitionseek-
ing a ban on Congress leader
Salman Khurshid’s latest book,
SunriseoverAyodhya, inwhichhe
equates Hindutva groupswith
terror outfits like Islamic State
andBokoHaram.
Thecourtsaidthefundamen-

talandpreciousrightguaranteed
by the Constitution can neither
be restricted nor deniedmerely
on the perceived apprehension
of theviewbeingunpalatableor
disagreeable tosome. “The free-
dom to freely express ideas and
opinionscannotbepermittedto
be overshadowed by the omi-
nous cloud of being non-con-
formist,” said JusticeVarma.
TheHC said the freedomof

speech and expression as con-
ferredandguaranteedbyArticle
19oftheConstitutionmustbepro-
tectedbycourtsunless it is “con-
clusivelyestablishedthatthework
wouldfallfouloftheconstitutional
orstatutoryrestrictionsontheex-
erciseofthatrightwhichapply.”
On Thursday, during the

hearingof thepetition,thecourt
had said: “Nobody had asked
themtoread it.Theycouldhave
shut their eyes and not read it”,
after the petitioner’s counsel
claimedthatthebookhadledto
“communal incidents” at four
places. “What canwedo if peo-
ple are feeling so sensitive,”
JusticeVarmahadsaid.
Justice Varma, in the order,

noted that the allegations lev-
elled and apprehensions ex-
pressedarenotbasedonaholis-
ticreadingof theworkauthored
byKhurshid.“Infact, thebookin
its entiretywasnot evenplaced
beforethecourtforitsconsider-
ation,” thecourt said.

Don’t want to cast doubt on Covid vaccine: SC
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

THE SUPREME Court on Friday
saiditdidnotwanttosendasig-
nal casting doubt on vaccines,
notingthatthereare“hugemer-
itsof vaccination”.
“Idon’t thinkyoucansayun-

believable etc...There are huge
meritsofvaccination.EvenWHO
says so.Wedon'twant to senda
signal casting doubt on vaccina-

tions,” JusticeDYChandrachud,
headinga two-judgebench, told
SeniorAdvocateColinGonsalves
after the latter said that there
werean“unbelievablenumberof
deaths”postCovidvaccination.
The bench, also comprising

JusticeASBopanna,washearing
aPILseekingdirectionstofollow
up through an independent
agency on people who have
been administered the Covid
vaccine, and record and adver-
tiseinstancesofdeathoradverse

eventsoccurringwithin30days
of thevaccination.
Gonsalves said that at the

timeoffilingpetitions,therewere
900suchdeathsaftervaccination
across the country. He said that
therewereguidelines inplace in
2015fordealingwithadversere-
actions after immunisation but
thesearecurrentlynotbeingfol-
lowed,whichiswhy“thereisun-
believablenumberofdeaths”.
The bench, however, said

thatnoteverydeathaftervacci-

nation can be attributed to the
vaccineandthattheremaybeno
correlationbetweensuchdeaths
and the vaccine. Justice
Chandrachud pointed out that
there are guidelines already in
place, and that even countries
like theUShaveCovidvaccines.
The bench finally asked the

seniorcounseltoshareacopyof
his petition with Solicitor
General TusharMehta and said
it will take up thematter after
twoweeks.

AgustaWestland
‘middleman’
Michel on hunger
strike, kin flag
‘delay’ in trial

Chennai: A Naval officer, who
was in Tamil Nadu on vacation,
drowned at the suburban
Kovalambeach,authorities said
onFriday.
Theofficer’sbodywasfished

out on Friday at Kelambakkam,
about5kmawayfromtheloca-
tion where he was washed
away.
“Lieutenant Commander J R

Suresh of the Indian Navywas
washedawayatKovalambeach
intheoutskirtsofChennaion25
November 2021 evening. The
body of the officer has been re-
coveredatKelambakamaround
noon on 26 November,” a
Defence releaseheresaid.
The officer was posted in

NewDelhi and hewas on a va-
cationtoKovalamalongwithhis
family, the releaseadded. PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER26

WHILEGRANTINGbail to a 23-
year-oldman from Telangana,
whowas booked for allegedly
postingobsceneandthreatening
tweets against the infantdaugh-
ter of an Indian cricketer, a
Mumbaimagistrate’s court in its
detailedorder observed that the
remarksappeared tobemade in
the context of someother posts
andmaynotbedirectlyaddressed
tothecricketerorhisfamily.
“Merely because thematter

is connected with some re-
spectable Indian cricket team
member,theprayerforbailcan-
notbe rejected,” thecourt said.
The accused, Ramnagesh

Akubathini,wasarrestedbythe
Mumbai Police cyber cell from
Telangana last week on a com-
plaintfiledbythemanagerofthe
cricketerandhiswife.Whilethe
man was granted bail on
November20,thedetailedorder
was made available late
Thursday.
MagistrateKomalsingRajput

said in theorder, “Ifweperused
record and considered the re-
marks posted and phraseology
used in its natural course, it ap-
pears that it ismade in context
ofsomeotherpostsandmaynot
be directly addressed to the
cricketer or his family... This as-
pect for the limited purpose of
bail cannotbe ignored.”
In his bail plea, Akubathini's

lawyer, Abhijeet Desai, submit-
ted that it is not yet established
that the objectionable tweets
werepostedbyhis client.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

THEGOVERNMENThasgranted
theCBIsanctiontoprosecutere-
tiredAllahabadHighCourtJudge
Shri Narayan Shukla in an al-
leged corruption case. Justice
Shukla is accused of accepting
bribesforgivingafavourableor-
der to a privatemedical college
barredby thegovernment from
givingadmissions.
“The sanction to prosecute

Justice Shukla arrivedThursday
evening. Investigations against
him are complete and the
chargesheetwill be filed soon,”
aCBIofficial said.
Justice Shukla, then a sitting

judge, was arraigned as an ac-
cusedalongwithsixothersinan
FIR registered on December 4,
2019. Thematter is related to a
2017 case in which the agency
also arrested former
Chhattisgarh High Court chief
justice IMQuddusi.
The other accused are

Quddusi, his associate Bhawana
Pandey,Lucknow-basedmedical
college Prasad Education Trust
(PET), its owners B P Yadav and
PrasadYadav,andoneSudhirGiri.
According to theCBI FIR, the

PET-run Prasad Institute of

MedicalScienceswasamong46
colleges barred by the govern-
ment in 2017 from admitting
students for two years due to
lackof facilities.
Thecollegechallengedtheor-

der in the SupremeCourtwhich
directed thegovernment to con-
sider afresh the material on
record,theFIRsaid.Whilethecol-
legepromotersapproachedtheSC
withapetition,theyalsoallegedly
gotintouchwithJusticeQuddusi
andBhawanaPandeywhoprom-
isedtogetthemattersettled.
According to the FIR, a con-

spiracy was allegedly hatched
among B P Yadav, Quddusi,
Pandey and Giri (who owns
VenkateshwaraMedicalCollege
inMeerut) “in order to obtain a
favourableorderfromJusticeShri
NarayanShuklaofHighCourtof
Allahabadat LucknowBenchby
corruptandillegalmeans”.
The FIR alleged the promot-

ers filed a petition in the
AllahabadHighCourtonAugust
25, 2017, and the court ordered
thatthe“petitionercollegeshall
not be delisted from the list of
collegesnotifiedforcounselling”.
It said that on the morning of
August 25, Quddusi and Yadav
met Justice Shukla at his
Lucknow residence and “deliv-
ered the illegalgratification”.

DESHMUKHEXTORTIONALLEGATIONS

Duringcrossexamination
beforepanel,Wazesays:
‘Hadalreadysuccumbed’

Police question
Param Bir in
extortion case
Mumbai:FormerMumbaiPolice
commissioner Param Bir Singh
onFridaypresentedhimself be-
fore the Thane police, which is
investigating an extortion case
inwhichhewasnamed follow-
ingacomplaintlodgedbyalocal
businessman.
Singhwasquestionedintwo

shifts, inthemiddleofwhichhe
visitedtheThanecourt,wherea
non-bailablewarrant (NBW) is-
suedagainsthimwascancelled.
On July 30, the ThaneNagar

police station had registered a
caseofextortionandcriminalin-
timidationonthecomplaint.
Thanepolicehavearrestedtwo

persons in connectionwith the
case.AnNBWwas issuedagainst
Singh recently after police ap-
proachedacourtwhenSinghdid
notrespondtoitssummons.ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER26

AREPORTonevolvingthreatsto
nationalsecuritywasreleasedat
the inaugurationof anewthink
tank here on Friday on the an-
niversaryof the26/11attacks.
Titled National Security

Challenges - 26/11 and beyond!
Atmanirbharta se hi atmanirb-
haya Bharat, the report lists cy-
ber warfare, narco terror and
misinformationwarfareamong
thenewthreats that India faces,
alongwithconcernsoverchem-
ical, biological, radiological and
nuclear (CBRN)security.
It was released by Dr Vijay

Page, founder of new think tank
Bramha Research Foundation;
formerSpecialSecretary,Cabinet
Secretariat, VBalachandran; for-
mer Mumbai police commis-
sioner D Sivanandan; and
PrabhakaranPaleri,formerdirec-
torgeneralofIndianCoastGuard.
Thereportisinthreeparts.The

first part titled “The Pradhan
Committeereportkeyhighlights”
isauthoredbyColVenkatRaman
(Retd.),whoserved in the Indian
Armyfor25years.Thesecondpart
titled “Transforming Mumbai
Policemeet future challenges” is
authoredbySivanandan.Thethird
part titled “CBRN threats to na-
tionalsecurity”isauthoredbyCol
RamAthavale,formerkeyadvisor
toGovernmentofIndia(MoDand
MHA)onCBRNsecurity.
Sivanandansaid,“If thesame

modusoperandiof26/11attacks
is used today, we are 100 per
centwellpreparedforit.Butter-
roristsalwaysstudywhatweare
readywith...We need to have a
360-degreeviewonsecurityand
planandbeprepared.”
Paleri said, “Out of the 127

coast guards in the world our
Coast Guard is the second best,
but thegovernment isnotmak-
ingmaximumuseof it.”

Kerala: Foreigners
get 4 yrs in jail for
possession of drugs

Right to dissent
essence of a
vibrant
democracy,
says Delhi HC

Cyber warfare,
narco terror,
misinformation
are threats India
faces: report

Thiruvananthapuram:Acourt in
Kerala has sentenced an
Egyptian-Germancoupletoun-
dergo fouryearsof rigorous im-
prisonment inacasepertaining
totherecoveryofmarijuanaand
hashishoil fromahillstationre-
sort being run by them in
Thekkadyof Idukkidistrict.
TheSpecialCourtforNarcotic

Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act (NDPS) cases in
Thodupuzha on Thursday or-
dered that Muhammed Adel
Muhammed, 51, and Ulrike
Richter,39,shouldalsopayafine
of Rs1 lakhapart fromthe four-
year rigorous imprisonment.
The couple was running

Chrissie’s Hotel & Café in
Thekkady. ENS

Tweet may not
address cricketer,
family: Court in
bail order for
offensive post
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GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, PWD (BUILDING)

ASSAM, CHANDMARI GUWAHATI-3
No. CE/BLDG/ARC-N/118 /2021/02

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR CONSULTANCY SERVICE
On behalf of the Governor of Assam, the chief engineer, P.W.D (Building) invites “Expression of
interest” (EOI) from Architect / Architectural firms registered with Council of Architecture and
having wide experience in the relevant field of work for the following project:-

The details may be seen in the Notice Inviting Proposal for the consultancy services along
with the Terms of Reference (TOR) in the P.W.D portal assamtenders.gov.in. The validity
period of the RFP shall be 180 days from the date of submission.
The Bidders must be registered with the E-tendering system (ETS) of the Govt. of Assam.
(website: http//assamtenders.gov.in). The Chief Engineer P.W.D (Building), Assam reserves
the right to accept or reject any or all proposals without showing any reasons what so ever.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer, PWD, (Bldg.)

Janasanyog/C/8269/21 Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3

SI.
No.

Name of work Total Approx. project
cost considered

1 Mukti Yodha Bhumidhar Bordoloi Suwarani Stadium at Malor
Gaon, Sootea, District-Biswanath under Signature Project for the
year 2021-22

10.00 Crore

ADVERTISEMENT FOR ENGAGEMENT OF APPRENTICES
Under the provisions of Apprentices Act, 1961, Terminal Ballistics Research Laboratory invites
applications for engagement of Apprenticeship for one year training in the following disciplines/
trades:

Application Procedure:
1. Candidates are required to apply through NAPS portal i.e. apprenticeshipindia.org. All the

required documents/certificates should be uploaded on portal.
2. After applying at above mentioned portal, candidates are required to send scanned copies of

all the relevant documents/certificates (10th Class Marksheet, ITI Pass Certificate &
Marksheet, Caste Certificate (if applicable), ID Proof, etc.) in a single PDF file through e-mail
to admintbrl@tbrl.drdo.in.

3. Last date for the receipt of application is 20th December, 2021.
4. Applications received alter due date/incomplete are liable to be rejected.
Selection Procedure:
1. The selection board of TBRL shall go through the applications and shortlist the candidates

(as per the vacancies indicated above).
2. Candidates shall be selected on merit basis (percentage of marks of qualifying examination).

In case of Tie, the marks of the lower examination shall be considered as tie-breaker.
Date of commencement of Training: Shall be intimated to the shortlisted candidates through

E-mail /SMS/Phone.
General Instructions:
1. The offer of Apprenticeship does not confer any right of employment in DRDO.
2. There is no provision for appointment of the Apprenticeship Trainee in DRDO or in this

Laboratory after the completion of training and candidate cannot claim for the same.
3. Selected candidates shall be required to report at TBRL, Ramgarh Range.
4. Age of the apprentice should not be less than 14 years as on closing date of application.
5. Candidates for Technician (ITI) Apprentice must have registered their names at National

Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS) portal i.e. apprenticeshipindia.org and can
apply through portal only.

6. Candidates are advised to check their emails periodically and keep the same active during
the selection process.

7. Candidates with post-graduation are not eligible to apply.
8. Reservation will be applied as per provisions of the Apprenticeship Act, 1961 and

Apprenticeship Rules 1992 as amended from time to time. Candidates claiming reservation
under SC/ST/OBC must mention same at the time of registration in NAPS portal otherwise
they will be considered in General. Also, those registered under SC/ST/OBC must bring
original certificate to this effect at the time of joining.

9. Suppression of facts by the applicants shall lead to disqualification at any stage of the
selection process.

10. Verification of credentials shall be done and in case of any deviation from or non-conformity
with the desired qualification, candidature of the candidate shall be summarily rejected.

11. Selected candidates shall have to submit the "Medical Fitness Certificate" at the time of
joining.

12. The apprentices shall not be provided any quarter /hostel accommodation/ transport by this
Establishment during the training period.

13. Selected candidates are entitled for stipend as per the provision of Apprentice Act, 1961.
14. The character & antecedents of the selected candidates shall be verified.
15. Director, TBRL, reserves the right to increase/decrease the number of vacancies for

apprentices.
16. The training of the Apprentice shall be terminated without intimation following unauthorized

absence of the candidate to training for a period of more than 15 days.
17. No TA & DA shall be admissible for joining, if selected.
18. The selected candidates must execute a contract for a period of one year of training as per

provision of the Apprenticeship Act, 1961 and rules framed there under.
19. Any canvassing or personal follow up with an intention of inducing the process of selection

of apprentice by and on behalf of any candidate shall lead to immediate cancellation of
candidature.

20. Iin case of any dispute, the decision of the TBRL, management shall be final.

Sd/-
(Sr. Admin Officer-I)

For Director
davp 10301/11/0110/2122

Chandigarh
Telephone : 0172-3957100, 2651824-25
Fax : 0172-2657506
e-mail : director@tbrl.drdo.in

Ramgarh Range
Telephone : 01733-307000, 253742-43
Fax : 01733-253035

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
DEFENCE RESEARCH &

DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION
TERMINAL BALLISTICS

RESEARCH LABORATORY
SECTOR-30, CHANDIGARH-160 030

S.
No.

Trade Qualification
No. of

Vacancies
Monthly
Stipend

1. Draughtsman (Civil)

ITI Pass

01

Rs. 8050

2. Mechanic Mechatronics 01

3. Instrument Mechanic 02

4.
Mechanic-cum-Operator Electronics Communication
System

03

5. Mechanic (Embedded Systems and PLC) 01

6. Architectural Assistant(Civil) 01
Rs. 7700

7. Housekeeper 01
TOTAL 10

Opportunities for below mentioned disciplines/ trades were created in April, 2021 on NAPS
Portal which are still vacant. Applications are again invited for 'one year training' in these
courses. Applications should be submitted on or before 20th December, 2021. Those who have
applied earlier also need to apply afresh. Applications received after last date shall not be
considered.

S.
No.

Trade Qualification
No. of

Vacancies
Monthly
Stipend

1. Fitter

ITI Pass

07

Rs. 8050

2. Machinist 04

3. Turner 03

4. Carpenter 01

5. Electrician 08

6. Electronics Mechanic 08

7. Mechanic (Motor Vehicle) 02
8. Welder (Gas & Electric) 06

Rs. 7700

9. Computer & Peripherals Hardware Repair &
Maintenance Mechanic

02

10. Computer Operator and Programming Assistant
(COPA)

03

11. Digital Photographer 03

12. Secretarial Assistant 03

13. Stenographer (Hindi) 01

TOTAL 51

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF WATER ANALYST (W&S)-I

WATER WORKS WAZIRABAD, DELHI-110054
“STOP CORONA : WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING & MAINTAIN HYGIENE”

Short Press N.I.T No. 10 : (2021-22)

S.
No.

Description of Work Estimat
Cost

Earnest
Money
(Rs.)

Date of release of
Tender in

e-procurement solution

Last date/ Time receipt
of Tender through

e-procurement solution

1 Engagement of 87 numbers STOP - GAP candidates
having minimum qualification of Bachelor in Science
with Chemistry/ Bio-chemistry/ Bacteriology/ Zoology
as a subject and preferably having some experience
in the field of Water & Waste Water Analysis.

As per
B.Q.

5,70,000/- Tender Id:
2021_DJB_211545_1

Publish Date
25-Nov-2021, 01:00 PM

06-Dec-2021 upto
12:15 PM

NIT along with all terms & conditions is available on DJB website https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 673 (2021-22)

Sd/-
CHIEF WATER ANALYSIT (W&S)-I

"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"
DELHI JAL BOARD:GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER(E&M)-II
WAZIRABAD WATER WORKS , CIVIL LINES, TIMARPUR

DELHI-110054
PRESS NIT No- 25(2021-22)

**Note: Earnest Money Exempted vide Office memorandum no: F/9/4/2020-PPD and DJB endorsement No:-DJB/2020-21/Misc-
II(PT)/971 Dated 23.12.2020
NIT along with all terms & conditions is available on DJB website https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

NIT
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost

Earnest Money
(Rs.)

Date of release of Tender in
e-procurement solution

Last date/ Time receipt of Tender through
e-procurement solution

25.1 Supply, Installation, Testing &
Commissioning of 20 MGD RO Plant
including 7 years of O&M at Rohini.

Item and
Lump Sum

Rate

Rs. 70,00,000/-
(Rupees seventy

Lakh only)

Tender Id: 2021_DJB_211534_1
Publish Date 25 -Nov-2021

11:00 AM onward

31-Dec-2021
up to 03:15 PM

25.2 Supply, Installation, Testing &
Commissioning of 10 MGD RO Plant
including 7 years of O&M at Chilla

Rs. 40,00,000/
(Rupees Forty

Lakh only)

Tender Id: 2021_DJB_211534_2
Publish Date 25 -Nov-2021

11:00 AM onward

31-Dec-2021
up to 03:15 PM

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V.667 (2020-21)

Sd/-
Executive Engineer (E&M)-II

Agra: TheMughal Road in Agra city has been renamedMaharaja
AgrasenRoad,AgraMayorNaveen Jain said onFriday. The roadhas
beenrenamedondemandofthefollowersofMaharajaAgrasenwho
livenearby the road inKamlaNagar localityhere, said Jain. PTI

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER26

TENPEOPLEhavebeenarrested
forallegedlypeltingaDalitwed-
ding processionwith stones in
Jaipur district, said police on
Friday. The incident took place
lateonThursday,whenthewed-
dingprocessionofaDalitgroom,
whowasridingamare, reached
the bride’s house in Kairodi vil-
lageof Pawta in Jaipur.
Thebride's family said stone

pelting took place despite the
presence of police deployed for
protection. “It isnot commonin
our village for Dalits to ride a
mare during wedding proces-
sion. I wanted to break this tra-
ditionofdiscrimination.Bothmy

daughter and son are getting
married thismonth. Rajputs in
our village often say theywon’t
let us ride themare. I suspected
oppositionandsubmittedappli-
cations to thepoliceanddistrict
administration for protection,”
saidHaripalBalai, thebride's fa-
ther. He added that police and
politicians had visited him on
Thursday, assuring him that no
untoward incident will take
place. “The stones were pelted
because theycouldn’t toleratea
Dalit ridingamare,”hesaid.
“Wehavearrested10people

of Rajput community. We de-
ployed75policepersonnelatthe
spot.Theattackwassuddenand
lastedafewsecondswiththeat-
tackers using trees as cover.
Three peoplewere injured. The

familyhasfiledanFIRnaming18
people.Of the10arrested,six
were named in the FIRwhile
theinvestigationrevealedthe
involvement of others,” said
DineshKumarYadav,circleof-
ficer,Kotputli.Dalitoutfitssaid
theywill reach the village in
solidaritywith the family on
November 28, when Balai’s
son is to get married.
Meanwhile,policetookaction
againstthreeofficialsoverthe
incident. Jaipur Rural SP
Manish Agarwal said addi-
tionalSPKotputli,COKotputli
andSHOPragpurapolice sta-
tionwereawaitingpostingor-
ders.

Despite police presence, stones hurled at
Dalit wedding procession in Rajasthan

Agra: Mughal Rd renamed Maharaja Agrasen Road
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WHAT USE A BOYCOTT
TherulingestablishmentmaywantanOpposition-mukt
space, theOppositionshouldn’thelp it in theprocess

ONNOVEMBER 26, 72 years ago, the Constituent Assembly adopted the
Constitution. Since2015, theday ismarkedasConstitutionDayandacere-
mony is conducted in Parliament tomark the day. On Friday, however, the
Oppositionstayedaway fromthe function in theCentralHall of Parliament

thatwasaddressedbyPresidentRamNathKovindasamarkofprotest.Congressleaderin
theLokSabhaAdhirRanjanChowdhurysaidtheOppositionchosetoboycottthefunction
since“thisgovernmentdoesnotbelieveindemocracy”andbecause“theyarehellbenton
dismantlingeachandeveryinstitutionofdemocraticIndia”.PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
usedtheoccasiontocriticisetheOpposition,especiallytheCongress,andheldthatthecon-
stitutionalspirit ishurtwhenpoliticalparties losetheirdemocraticcharacter:“If apartyis
runforgenerationsbyafamilyandtheentirepartysystemiswithafamilythenthat isthe
biggestproblemforhealthydemocracy.” Inasharplypolarisedpoliticaldiscoursemarked
by bitterness across the board, it’s not a surprise that a day tomark one of independent
India'sgreatestachievementsshouldbemarkedbyacrimonymorethancelebration.
Certainly, theanger isunderstandable.Buoyedby its largeelectoralmajority, theruling

partyhasrefusedtogiveanyleewaytotheOppositionintheHouse,ignoringevenminimal
courtesies theTreasurybenchesused to extend in thepast. Chowdhury claimed that the
governmenthad snubbed theOppositionby “not inviting the Leaderof Opposition in the
RajyaSabhaMallikarjunKhargetobeonthepodium”.Noneofthesereasons,however,jus-
tifiestheboycott.Boycottsanddisruptionsareapartofpoliticsnodoubt,especiallywhenspace
fordemocraticdebatehasshrunkwith theactiveconnivanceof theestablishmentbut the
Oppositionneeds to choose its boycotts intelligently and judiciously. ConstitutionDayof-
fereditanopportunitytoconvinceParliamenttoreflectontheworkingofthenation'sfound-
ingdocumentinthepastsevendecadesandcornerthegovernmentonitsinterpretationof
constitutionalprovisions.Instead,itpreferredtostayawayfromtheproceedingsallowingthe
governmenttopaintthesulkingOppositionasdisrespectfulof theConstitutionitself.
Akeyfailureof theOpposition,particularlytheCongress,since2014,hasbeenitsfailure

toset thepoliticalagendaandpersuade fence-sitters to their side.This is reflected in its in-
abilitytocornerthegovernmentonitsnumerousfailuresandhasmadecivilsocietyorgan-
isationsandvariousinterestgroups,suchasfarmers, thefaceofoppositiononthestreet. In
Parliament,theOppositionhaschosenboycottsanddisruptions—nearly75hourswerelost
inthesixthsessionofthecurrentLokSabha—toinfluencethedebate.Thismaywellbeplay-
ingintothehandsofagovernmentthatisnotparticularlyuncomfortablewiththeabsence
ofHousedebates.AsanotherparliamentarysessionbeginsonMonday,theOppositionought
toplan its entries andexits carefully tomake itself heard.When the ruling establishment
wantsanOpposition-muktspace,surelytheOppositionshouldnotbeitsally.

SAFETY FIRST
Itsnewvariant isanother indicatorof theunpredictableways

of SARS-CoV-2.Weshouldn’t letourguardsdown

THEHEALTHMINISTRYhasdonewelltosoundanalertafterSouthAfricanau-
thorities announced that theyhaddetectedanewvariantof theSARS-CoV-
2 viruswith “an unusual constellation of variants”. The pathogen has also
beendetected inBotswana,HongKongand Israel. According toexperts, the

varianthas30mutations in its spikeprotein. This isn’tnecessarilyacause foralarm.But
given theunpredictableways of thenovel coronavirus and thedepredations causedby
itsDeltavariant, thesafety-first approachtakenby Indianauthorities isnotoutof place.
Less than 50 per cent of the Indian adult population is totally inoculated. Even though
serosurveys showthat ahighproportionof the country’s populationhasbeenexposed
to the virus and themicrobe seems to be on the retreat inmost parts of the country,
Europe’s recent experience shows that the pathogen remains a serious threat, even to
countrieswith inoculation levelsmuchhigher than India.
WiththeirlargepopulationofHIVpatientsparticularlysuspecttothevirusandalarge

percentageofunvaccinatedpopulation,EasternandSouthernAfricaarefightingdifficult
oddsintheirbattleagainstCovid.Expertssaythatthevirusstayslongerinimmune-com-
promised patients—preliminary reports indicate that the newvariant originated in an
untreatedHIVpatient—andchancesof thenewvariantmaking itsway toother regions
are rife. Some EU countries have already imposed restrictions on air traffic from the re-
gion.Internationalairtraffichasn’tresumedtopre-CovidlevelsinIndia,yet.Butgiventhe
country’scloseculturalandbusinesstieswithSouthernAfrica,stategovernmentsshould
treattheCentre’sdirectivetoconductgenomesequencingtestsonCovid-positivepassen-
gersfromthecountry—aswellasothernationswherethevarianthasmadeitspresence
felt—withutmostseriousness.Let’snotforgetthatprevaricationovergenometestingwas
amajorreasonfor theDeltavariantassuminggraveproportions inthecountry.
Severalnations in theWestarenowresorting tobooster shots to strengthen the im-

munityof theirpopulationsagainstbreakthrough infections,mostofwhich seemtobe
causedbyvariants.ExpertsinIndiahaverightlypointedoutthatthecountryshouldcom-
plete its vaccination targets for the current year before contemplating a third dose. It’s
apt that, at thesametime,conversationsonthewayaheadafter thecurrentvaccination
drivehavebeguninthecountry.Thenewvariantisanotherwarningthatweneedtostay
aheadof thevirus, andnot letourguarddown.

FAST FOOD, SHORTCUT
Obesity, likemostpublichealth issues, isasocialproblem.
Addressing it requiresaccess tohealthy food,not restrictions

THEPATHTOanannystate ispavedwithgood intentions.Accordingto local re-
ports, thecouncil in“themostobeseareainLancashire”isplanningtoplacere-
strictionsontakeawayfoodtocontrolthehealthmenace.Whilethisisn'tastand-
alonemeasure--thereisalsotalkofencouragingexerciseandaddressingmental

healthissues—itisofapiecewiththenotionthathealthandwell-beingstemprimarilyfrom
thedecisions individuals take—smokers get cancer, obesepeoplediabetes andheart dis-
ease.Evensittingdown—insedentaryjobs,peopledon’thaveachoice—isseenasaculprit.
Hence, every sooften, peoplemust be subject to anodynephrases like “sitting is thenew
smoking”andbeforethat,“sugaristhenewsmoking”.
Restricting fast-foodperhaps isn't a bad idea, particularly for youngpeople amongst

whomresearchindicates it isbothaconsequenceof andcauseformental issues.Butwhat
doyoureplaceitwith?KidshavingKFCandMcDonald’sformultiplemeals intheWestare
statisticallymorelikelytobelongtolower-incomegroups. IntheWest, it ismoreexpensive
anddifficulttoprocurehealthyproducethantowalkdowntothetakeawayororderin.
Likemostaddictivesubstances, fast foodtargets thepoorandvulnerableandtheso-

lutiontoitcannotjustberestrictingindividualchoice.Likemostshort-cutsinlife,prohi-
bition tends tobackfire in the long run.What ismore important is toensure foodhabits
andeconomies thatdonotmakeeatinghealthya functionofwealth,or something that
requires intervention from the state. Obesity, likemost public health issues, is a social
problem. Tackling it requires expanding choice—especially the ability tomakehealthy
ones—rather thanrestricting them.

Pratap BhanuMehta

ZiaMody

Cryptomaniamaybeasymptommorethanacause.Asacaseis
madeforitsban,wemustaskwhyitisalluringinthefirstplace

PROPHET AGAINST PREJUDICE
Abdu’lBaha’s lifewasanexemplarof theBaha’i faith

THE DRAFT LEGISLATION on crypto cur-
rency being introduced in Parliament and
thestanceof theRBI suggest that consider-
ation is being given to banning crypto cur-
renciesinIndia.Moreadepttechnicalheads
candiscuss theprosandconsof suchaban.
But the heated debate that has ensued is a
reminder thatmoney isnot just a technical
subject. It is at the confluenceof faith, poli-
tics,andpsychologicalmania. It isaboutfaith
in that value is largely a matter of belief;
about politics because money is always
about the allocation of power; andmania
because the alchemy of conjuring some-
thingout of nothing is alwaysdeeply allur-
ing. The fascination with crypto is what it
reveals about our society,more than about
what it canachieve.
Cryptocurrenciesareafascinatingtech-

nological innovation. Partof their initial at-
tractionwasthattheypromisedanewgov-
ernanceorder.Asoneof themost insightful
political theoristsofmoneyStefanEichhad
pointedoutinapaper,“Oldutopias,newtax
havens: The politics of bitcoin in historical
perspective,” there was a political back-
groundto the interest incrypto. Facedwith
the inflation of the 1970s, thinkers like
FriedrichHayektheorisedaboutreasserting
the dominance of private currencies, pro-
tected from the state. But this project cru-
cially depended on solving the problem of
“trust” onwhich every currency depends.
Crypto seemed to solve that problem,with
its decentralised architecture and commu-
nityandself-verificationprotocols.Perhaps
a libertarianutopia couldbecreated.
Thiswasafantasy.Nostatewasgoingto

letgoof itspowertoassertcontrolover the
monetarysystem.Thesustenanceof state-
sponsored fiat money is one of the great
achievements of modern state formation,
and the foundation of its power and legiti-
macy. Second, there was a delusion, as if
crypto isconjuredoutof thinair: Itactually
requiressubstantialmaterial infrastructure,
which a state could always control. States
can shut downmining as China has done.
Themoneyitselfmaynotbematerial,but it
is still embedded in amateriality. The fact
thatmoney is subject to politics is actually
the advantage of money. It allows a mod-

icum of collective control over our future,
and allows distributive questions to be
posed.
As Easwar Prasad’s bracingly compre-

hensive book, The Future of Money, points
out, the ambitions of the crypto revolution
havenotbeenmetevenontheirownterms.
As he puts it, “while each crypto currency
might have specific strengths, neither
Bitcoin, nor any other crypto currency can
boast the blend of stability, efficiency, pri-
vacyandsafety thatwouldallowit todom-
inate central bankmoney.” The revolution
heraldedbydigitisationwillcontinueindif-
ferent forms, ironically facilitating even
morecentralisedandhierarchicalmonetary
architectures.
The ideological claims of crypto have

beendeflated.It isnowconsideredmorelike
anasset.Somefinancialproductsbringgen-
uinegainsfortheeconomyordevelopment,
others pose a risk. In the literature, a con-
vincingcasehasnotbeenmadeforthecon-
crete development benefits crypto brings.
The underlying technology can be har-
nessed for potential benefits evenwithout
crypto. From a development point of view,
nooneshould lose sleep if it is banned. The
argument thenshifts to thevalueof choice.
We allow people to invest in all kinds of
things.Whybanthis,especiallynowthatso
manyinvestorsare in it?Theanswerto this
questiondependsonhowmuchrisktheex-
istenceof cryptoassetspose to thestability
of the rest of the financial system. One an-
swer is if youcan insulate the financial sys-
temfromthecrazygyrationsofcryptomar-
kets there are few systemic risks.Which is
whyitwasagoodideaof theRBItoprohibit
the entanglement of financial institutions
with thismarket. Youwant to be in a posi-
tion that if crypto markets collapse they
don’taffectanythingelse.Sothentheriskof
crypto is purely private: If people want to
speculate so be it. There are issues about
fraud.Someof thiscanberegulated.Butthis
canbepart of the riskassessment.
But in practice the insulation of crypto

marketswillbedifficult toachieve.Thefirst
reason is political economy.Once youhave
alargenumberof investors,andsomeinflu-
ential ones, theywill be avested interest in

their ownright, potentiallydemanding the
socialisationormitigationof losses.Weare
already seeing this. The RBI should have
beenmore aggressive in discouraging the
growthof this industry.Nowit is facinglob-
byingby investorsasan interestgroup.The
secondreasonisthat it isdifficulttopretend
that amajor new class of assets, especially
if volumesgrow,doesnothavesystemicef-
fects on the rest of the economy. In a crisis,
if stablecoinredemptionsgoup,willnotthe
RBI have to step in?What are the opportu-
nitycostsof investmentsflowingintocrypto
on prices of other assets andmonetary in-
struments?What are the implications of a
lot of money flowing to a sector whose at-
tractionseemstobe that there isnounder-
lyinglogictothevaluationof risk. Insteadof
just focussing on issues of fraud, money
laundering, andprivate risks, theRBI’s case
would be strengthened if it spelled out the
systemicrisksthatcryptomightposetothe
stabilityof the real economy.
It may also be the case that there is no

halfway house in this story. For political
economy reasons, the RBI should avoid a
scenariowhere it bans but then carves out
exceptions. The second thing is that if it
somehow allows Indians to invest then it
has to ensure that trade does not go off-
shore.Not fullybanningandallowingitoff-
shorewill be theworst of bothworlds. But
thecentralpointremains:TheChinesemay
bemotivated by considerations of control
andsurveillancetobancrypto.But theyare
notwronginthinkingthatthefinancialsys-
tem should be in the service of the real
economy.But thenmanywouldargue that
crypto mania is a symptommore than a
cause. The global economy is awash with
cheap money. In an Indian context small
savers aredesperate for return. In this con-
text it is easy for the powerful to misallo-
catemoney and the small saver to express
desperation by speculation. As the RBI
makes thecase forbanningcrypto,wealso
need to ask, why it is alluring in the first
place. What does this mania reveal about
our politics and economics?

Thewriter is contributingeditor at the
IndianExpress

“When thou traversest the regions of the
world, thou shalt conclude that all progress
is the result of association and cooperation,
while ruin is the outcome of animosity and
hatred.”—Abdu’lBaha

TODAY,ONNOVEMBER27,theBaha’is—fol-
lowers of Baha’u’llah, the founder-prophet
oftheBaha’iFaith—inover180countriesare
observingthe100thanniversaryofthepass-
ingofAbdu’lBaha, thesonof Baha’u’llah.
Abdu’lBahalivedmostofhislifeasapris-

oner, accompanying his father in his exiles
toBaghdad,Constantinople,Adrianopleand
finallytoAkka.Hewasfreedin1908afterthe
Young Turk Revolution at the age of 64. He
wasknightedbytheBritishforthecharitable
workshecarriedoutandhelped inaverting
thefamineinPalestinefollowingWorldWar
I. Hewas the perfect example of the teach-
ingsofBaha’u’llahandmanystoriesofhislife
area testament to those teachings.
Laterinhislife,in1910,hetraveledtoEgypt

andtheWestwherehewaswelcomedbythe
people,eagertohearhistalksonthefutureof
humanity and unity of religions. During his
meetings,hespokeabouttheonenessofGod,
theunityandharmonyofreligions,universal
peace, equality betweenmen andwomen,
economicjusticeandspiritualvaluesthatseek
tocreatecooperationandharmonyandculti-

vate love and affection amongst people. He
wishedforhismeetingstobeopentoallraces,
classesandethnicities.
Hetalkedofthefutilityofwarandthede-

structionitcaused.Hesaid“flourishingcoun-
trieshavebeenreducedtorubble,citieshave
been leveled... Loud are the piercing cries of
fatherless children; loud themother’s an-
guishedvoices…Andthebreedinggroundof
all these tragedies is prejudice: Prejudice of
race andnation, of religion, of political opin-
ion; and the root cause of prejudice is blind
imitation of the past— imitation in religion,
inracialattitudes, innationalbias, inpolitics.
Solongasthisapingofthepastpersisteth,just
so longwill the foundations of the social or-
der be blown to the fourwinds, just so long
willhumanitybecontinuallyexposedtodirest
peril.” Independent investigation of truth is
whatheadvocated.
HecontinuedtospeakaboutBaha’u’llah’s

teachings for this age “religion is amighty
stronghold but that it must engender love,
notmalevolence andhate. Should it lead to
malice, spite, andhate, it isof novalueatall.
For religion is a remedy, and if the remedy
bringondisease, thenput it aside.”
Abdu’lBahasaid: “OGod!Weareweak;

giveus strength.Wearepoor;bestowupon
us Thine illimitable treasures.We are sick;
grant us Thy divine healing.We are power-

less; giveusof Thyheavenlypower.OLord!
Makeususefulinthisworld;freeusfromthe
conditionof self anddesire.”
During his meetings, he laid great em-

phasis onuniversal education,which isone
of the cardinal principles of theBaha’i Faith
quotingBaha’u’llah: “Regardmanasamine
richingemsof inestimablevalue.Education
alonecancause it to reveal its treasuresand
enablemankind tobenefit therefrom.”
He spoke about the equality of women

andmen and said “theworld of humanity
has twowings—onewomenand theother
men.Notuntilbothwingsareequallydevel-
oped can the bird fly. Not until theworld of
womenbecomesequal to theworldofmen
intheacquisitionofvirtuesandperfections,
can success and prosperity be attained as
theyought tobe.”
OnNovember27,1921,Abdu’lBahadrew

his last breath at his home in Haifa, which
was then Palestine, but today is Israel.
Thousandsofmournerscametothefuneral,
people fromallwalksof life,all religiousde-
nominations,weepingatthelossofonethey
considered their father. Abdu’l Baha is no
longer in ourmidst, but his lessons and his
life serveasaguide.

Thewriter, a lawyer, is co-founder,
AZB&Partners

It may also be the case that
there is no halfway house in
this story. For political
economy reasons, the RBI
should avoid a scenario
where it bans but then carves
out exceptions. The second
thing is that if it somehow
allows Indians to invest then
it has to ensure that trade
does not go offshore. Not
fully banning and allowing it
offshore will be the worst of
both worlds.

Abdu’l Baha lived most of
his life as a prisoner,
accompanying his father in
his exiles to Baghdad,
Constantinople, Adrianople
and finally to Akka. He was
freed in 1908 after the Young
Turk Revolution at the age of
64. He was knighted by the
British for the charitable
works he carried out and
helped in averting the
famine in Palestine following
World War I.
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WORDLYWISE

If I find the constitution beingmisused, I
shall be the first to burn it.

—BRAmbedkarTHEEDITORIALPAGE

Cryptopolitics

INDIAN PLANE HIJACKED
ANARMEDBAND, includingmen believed
tobeSouthAfricans,attackedtheSeychelles
airport inwhat is believed to be an unsuc-
cessfulcoup.Somefledthe IndianOceanis-
landnationbyhijackinganAir Indiaaircraft
toDurban,wherethehijackerswerearrested
andall thepassengers freed.But theaircraft
wasslightlydamagedas it leftVictoria, cap-
ital of Mahe in the Seychelles group of is-
lands. Latest reports say that one of the hi-
jackerswas killed and twowounded in the
fightingthat ledtotheirarrest.Accordingto
theSouthAfricanpoliceatleast44hijackers
havebeenarrested.

DEBATE ON PUNJAB
MEMBERS OF THE Rajya Sabha, including
some from the ruling party, criticised the
government over its handling of the
Khalistanmovement.Theysaid thatasa re-
sult of themishandling of the situation, the
Khalistanimovement,whichtill sixmonths
ago had no support, has become a serious
threat. Themembers felt that somemem-
bers of the ruling party were culpable be-
causetheyhadbeenfishing introubledwa-
ters. The rivalry between the Punjab Chief
MinisterandtheHomeMinisterhadaggra-
vatedthesituation,theysaid.HomeMinister
Giani Zail, however, disagreedandsaid that

thesituation inPunjabwasn’t grave.

NEW TV LINK
TELEVISION IN INDIA is poised for amajor
breakthroughwith the commissioning of a
major linkconnectingMadras,Bombayand
Delhi. Thismeans that an estimated 9mil-
lion viewers in these cities as also in Poona,
Mussoorie and Bangalore will be able to
watch the direct telecast of the first cricket
test match between India and England.
According to official sources by June next
year,theentirecountrywillbeconnectedby
this link. Because of this link, Doordarshan
will start anationalnewsprogramme.

NOVEMBER 27, 1981, FORTYYEARSAGO

INGOOD FAITH
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“Agriculture in India does need reform, but not of the kind Mr Modi envisaged –
which many farmers reasonably believed would leave them at the mercy of a
government in hock to big business.” —GLOBALTIMES,CHINATHE IDEASPAGE
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India’s Constitution has
endured because of its
founders, its interpreters —
the constitutional courts —
and litigants in the form of
social movements have all
ensured that it is used to
consistently expand the
freedoms of citizens, even if
social morality thinks
otherwise. The Constitution’s
morality has stood firmly
with disadvantaged castes,
women, and religious
minorities. In contemporary
times, other marginalised
groups like LGBT Indians
have been heard by
constitutional courts, that
have unanimously found
for their freedoms and for a
full equality.

A YOUNG LAD whom I am mentoring
came up to me and asked, “Sir! I have
failed inmy initial effort, am Inowonmy
waytosuccess?” Itwasatongue-in-cheek
remark, but it made me stop and think.
Therehavebeentoomanyimportantper-
sons who have been glorifying failure of
late. Has the pendulum swung too far
whenmanyaresayingthat failure isofut-
most importance andwithout it, success
rarely happens. Enough examples of this
are also provided. Sure, we need to say
that failure is not something to be
ashamedof but that at the same timewe
must strive for success.
Don’tyouthinkthatweareencourag-

ing failurebyover-saying that it’s okay to
fail? Ihaveyettohearawinnerinanyfield
say that it’s important to have played or
been in the game, even if they have not
won. It’smoreastatementattachedtolos-
ers. Just one Indian wrestler, Bajrang
Punia,whowonabronzemedal inthere-
centOlympicsdemonstratedthis.Hesaid
that hewished to apologise to thenation
as he should have got gold. That is the
spirit thatweneedtoinculcate.Weareno
longer an underdeveloped nationwhere
there is high praise for anyonewhowins
anymedal.Wehave1.3billionpeopleand
yet we are happy to win only seven
medalsandcrowabout it. Evensmallna-
tionswithfewerpeoplehavedonebetter.
For a country that stands nowhere in

global sports barring cricket, this kind of
behaviour fromus is not acceptable. This
canonlymean thatwearea sadbunchof
loserswhoseself-imagegetsa littleboost
everytimeanIndianperformswellat the
international level. We delude ourselves
that we are going to become a global
sporting power and then a global super-
power.Nocountryhasperformedwell in
sports without taking care of the basic
needsof its people, especially health and
social security. The current government
isdoinga lot.FromtheSovietUniontothe
US, SouthKorea toChina, their rise in the
sporting world was preceded by widen-
ing the sporting pool from which they
tapped talentedboys andgirlswhowent
on todowell at the international level.
In China, the sons and daughters of

poor peasants, electricians and daily-
wage labourers are representing the
country becausemost of the population
— even in rural areas — has access to
schoolsandstadiums. In India,ourpoolof
talent is limited to a fewpockets. The en-
tire badminton team, it seems, has been
picked fromPGopichand’s academy; the

boxersandwrestlersareall fromHaryana
or theNortheast;andtheshootersareall,
with the exception of Vijay Kumar, rich
kids who don’t need any state support.
This small talent pool is not enough. But
we seemto celebrate.
We need to change our attitude and

notaccept second-bestanymore. Idonot
recommendthatwemustwinatanycost.
But wemust stop pretending that losing
goldismoreimportantthanwinninggold.
Bronzewinnersandeventhosewhohave
notwonatallarefelicitatedas if theyhave
won gold. Complacency could creep in
whenwe think like this. Pleasedonot for
onemomentthinkthat Iamagainst those
whodonotwin in their respective fields.
It is just that thehappiness of just partic-
ipating in a competitionmay kill the de-
sire towin.
Like any other human activity, sports

too should be seen in the right perspec-
tive -- how it helps the community at
large in becoming better. If sports do not
serve a social purpose, they are a useless
exercisethathelpsonlythosewhoplayor
sponsor it or earn their bread and butter
through it. If a boxer or shooter wins a
medal,getsbagsofcashfromthestateand
puts it all intohishouseandcars andpri-
vateacademiesandpersonal indulgences,
wedon’t achievemuch.
It’s often said thatwecannot findand

develop winners in various fields unless
we create the necessary infrastructure
and commit budgets. Yes — but our cul-
ture and attitudemust also change. Our
current culture does not encourage us to
thinkbeyondwhat isobviousor thecaste
system does not permit us to break out
but to accept our fate.We are told that if
we accept our poor situation now, then
we will be better off in our next life.
Everythingneednotbetransactional.The
Hindu religion, of which I am a part, en-
courages us to even donate to the gods
and only then can we hope for a return.
We are capable of creating leaders in
everyfield.Leaderswhothinkandact,not
leaderswhothinktheyact.Wemustbring
about sustainability inour actionswhilst
we strive for the top. Success will come
fromclarity inourthought, inouractions
and in our attitude and not from frantic
and cluttered actions.
Ihavedeliberatelymadecontroversial

statementsbecauseweneedtobeshaken
andstirredoutof acceptingandadjusting
to things. Nomore complacency and ex-
pecting to be supported and praised for
beingsecond-best. Indianeedsheroesand
not just “tryers”. We have developed
enough “tryers” andvery fewheroes. For
this, we must grab the rainbow at both
ends andmove forward. There is an old
Scottishproverb:Thosewhowishtosing
willalwaysfindasong.Wemust findours
and soon.

Thewriter is a business advisor andbrand
consultant

ONNOVEMBER 27, 1949, 72 years ago, the
headline that adorned the front page of this
newspaperwas,“NewConstitutionAdopted”.
On the previous day’s events in the
Constituent Assembly, The Indian Express
wrote:“At11-07a.m.today,thePresidentput
to the vote, amotion by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
ChairmanoftheDraftingCommittee,thatthe
Constitution, as settled by the Assembly, be
passed.Alusty‘aye’indicatedtheassentofthe
House.SomeofthemembersshoutedVande
Mataram and BharatMata ki Jai bothwhen
the Constitutionwas passed andwhen the
Presidentauthenticated it.”
Provisions of the Constitution like those

pertainingtocitizenship,aprovisionalparlia-
ment and other transitionalmeasures came
into force immediately, on November 26,
1949.TherestwouldcomealiveonRepublic
Day, January 26, 1950. Thosemoments cap-
turedbyreportage,warrantedthe loudcele-
brations,forthiswastheculminationofthree
yearsof thoughtful discussions and rigorous
draftingamidverydifficultcircumstances.
What difficult circumstances youmight

ask?Thedual-purposeConstituentAssembly
that wrote India’s Constitution sat as
Parliament in themorning and drafting as-
sembly in theafternoon,wasahardworking
and resilient body. Swamped by the chal-
lengesofPartitionwhilesimultaneouslygov-
erning a newpost-colonial nation, the con-
stituent-parliament spent the years
1946-1949draftingaconstitutionthathasen-
dured. Themembers of the assembly could
seeand feel the refugeesas theypoured into
Delhi, includingtakingshelterinPuranaQila,
whichwas a fewminutes away fromwhere
theconstituent-parliamentconvened.Ithink
of this often on mymorning drive to the
SupremeCourt:Whatmust ithavebeen like
towalkthroughacitythatwasbeingflooded
withrefugeeswhiletryingtowriteafounding
text forgenerationstocome?
Other challenges confronted the con-

stituent-parliament. The bodywasmeant to
comprise296membersbutwasboycottedby
somememberswhowouldeventuallymove
to Pakistan. Hence, the assemblywould be a
210-memberbodyattheinitialsessions.Deft
statesmanship, not ragewas displayed in re-
sponse to the boycott. To entice thesemem-
bers back, the chairman of the Drafting
CommitteeBhimRaoAmbedkarsays,“Thisis
toobigaquestion tobe treatedasamatterof
legal rights. It isnota legalquestionatall.We
shouldleaveasidealllegalconsiderationsand
make someattemptwhereby thosewhoare
notpreparedtocome,willcome.Letusmake
itpossibleforthemtocome,thatismyappeal.”
Therewere other juristic concerns. The

colonial constitutionalist Ivor Jennings,who
longsought tobe involved in India’sdrafting
projectbutwasrefused later, asked,whythe
ConstitutionofIndia“playsdowncommunal-
ism?” This was a stinging question, for
Partitionwastheresultofcommunalism,how

could any of us forget that? Ought the
Constitution have specifically accounted for
crimes and ideologies thatwere communal
innature?
Given these challenges, thewomen and

men of the founding assembly continued
thoughtfully,rigorously,andheroically.Their
discussionsculminated inwhowewouldbe
— “We the People” all citizens, not subjects.
Andwhatwewill become— “a nation that
would secure liberty of thought, expression,
belief, faithandworship,andensureequality
of statusandopportunity”.
Thedrafting conversations at our found-

ingmeant thatwewouldcommit tomaking
reparations for the structural injustices of
caste that permeated our society. India’s
Constitutionisuniqueinitsapproachformak-
ing reparations for historical discrimination
on grounds of caste that defines the present
and future of somany Indians. By contrast,
America’sConstitutionmakesnoapologynor
enablesreparationsforslavery.Asturdypro-
vision that prohibited discrimination on
groundsofreligion,race,caste,sexorplaceof
birth alsomeant that the new nation em-
bracedthosewhohadbeenleftoutofthefold
of citizenship for so long—women, lower
castesandminorities.
Despitebeingabodythatwasnot signif-

icantlydiverse,thefounders,havingappreci-
ated the concerns of their people,were able
to stand outside of their own privilege and
conceiveofafoundingdocumentthatwould
speak for thosewho have been silenced for
thousandsof years. Thatmaybewhy India’s
Constitution has endured for so long. It has
become an instrument for silencedminori-
ties toexpress themselves, tohave injustices
redressedandinturnowetheirallegianceto
theirConstitution.
AsourConstitutionturns72yearsold, let

usnot take its endurance for granted. In fact,

enduringconstitutionsaretheexception,and
failingconstitutionsaretheglobalnorm.After
havingstudiedeveryconstitutionfrom1789
to2005,including935differentconstitutional
systemsfor200nations,TomGinsburgofthe
University of Chicago School of Law and his
colleagues concluded that onaverage a con-
stitution survives for around 17 years. The
vividoutliertothisnormisAmerica’sconsti-
tutionwhich is234yearsold. Francewith14
constitutions,Mexicoatfiveconstitutionsand
neighbouring Pakistanwith three constitu-
tionstypify theglobalexperience.
India’sConstitutionhasenduredbecause

its founders, its interpreters -- the constitu-
tionalcourts--andlitigantsintheformofso-
cialmovementshaveallensuredthatitisused
to consistently expand the freedoms of citi-
zens,evenifsocialmoralitythinksotherwise.
The Constitution’smorality has stood firmly
withdisadvantagedcastes,women,andreli-
gious minorities. In contemporary times,
othermarginalisedgroups likeLGBT Indians
havebeenheardbyconstitutionalcourtsthat
have unanimously found for their freedoms
andfora fullequality.
Today,wemarvel at the72ndyearof the

adoptionofourConstitution,and72yearsof
ourbirthas“WethePeople”.But,aswerevel
in our good fortune,wemust also be aware
thatitsenduranceisdeeplyrootedintheabil-
ityof all of us to commit to theproject of ex-
pandingfreedom,notcontractingit.Thecom-
mitment to each other’s freedom is what
keeps this Constitution in place. I may not
walk inyourshoes,but I commit toensuring
thatyouwillbeabletowalk.
Congratulations India! Happy belated

72nd ConstitutionDay.Maywe always pro-
tectanddefendourConstitution.

Thewriter isaSeniorAdvocateat the
SupremeCourtof India

BAD SPORT
THISREFERSTOthearticle, 'Ashamand
ashame'(IE,November26).Thecurrent
IOCchiefhasundoubtedlybeenhastyin
giving a clean chit to China in the Peng
Shuaicasebutit isstretchingtheimagi-
nation to say that the IOC is soft on au-
thoritarian regimes.As a sports body, it
has limitedpowers over a country's in-
ternal affairs, but it can teamupwith
other international bodies, such asUN
organs,toexertpressuretoimprovetheir
humanrightsrecords.Thisis,however,a
tortuous process because the sad truth
isthatveryfewcountrieshaveimpecca-
ble human rights records and roguish
behaviour isoftentakenlightly.

HemantContractor,Pune

DEATH AND SOCIETY
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A little
mercy' (IE, November 26). The
'Deathworthyreport'citedbytheauthor
clearlypointstothecorrelationbetween
a person's social surroundings and
his/her propensity to act in an anti-so-
cialmanner. Thus, the death sentence
fails to address the fundamental social
evils in society that ultimately lead to
dysfunctionalmental health and ensu-
ingcriminalbehaviour.Also, for avocal
democraticnationlikeIndia,adeathsen-
tence isantithetical tothefundamental
right to life.Not tomentionthe longes-
tablished fact that the death penalty
doesn't deter people fromcommitting
heinouscrimes.

SagarGaneshBorade,Thane

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A little
mercy’. The death penalty in India is
meant to beused in “the rarest of rare”
circumstances. An implication of that
principle is that mitigating circum-
stances, particularly those relating to
mental health,must be taken into ac-
count. It is this principle, rather than
emotionoreventhecollectivedesire to
punishwrongdoers, that should guide

mercypetittions.
ShantanuRay,viaemail

AGAINST EQUALITY
THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Excellence
andexclusion’(IE,November26).Theso-
ciologicalanalysisof“completejustice”,
atermusedbytheSupremeCourtinthe
case of a Dalit student Prince Jasbir
Singh'sadmissionintheBTechcourseat
IITBombay, has exposed thenationally
prevalentcultureofsubterfugetounder-
mineallkindsofcaste-basedaffirmative
action. The regressive forces against an
egalitarian society envisioned by the
Constitution,cleverlycamouflagedtheir
Mephistopheleanintentunderthegarb
of formalrationalityasopposedtosub-
stantiverationality.BRAmbedkarantic-
ipated this kind of scenario and ex-
plained itwhile justifying reservation:
"The depressed classes have suffered
enormously at the hands of the high
casteofficerswhohavemonopolisedthe
PublicServicesbyabusingtheLaworby
misusingthediscretionvestedinthemin
administering it to the prejudice of the
DepressedClassesandtotheadvantage
ofthecasteHinduswithoutanyregardto
justice,equityorgoodconscience."

LRMurmu,Delhi

MUMBAI HEAT
THIS REFERS TO the report, 'Pollution
level rising as rain withdraws' (IE,
November26).Pollutionlevelsrising in
Mumbai isdefinitelyabadsign.Weare
witnessing unusual heat inNovember
whenthetemperaturesnormallycome
down.Be that as itmay,weneed toask
ourselves,whatisthecauseofsuchcon-
ditions inour city?A little thinkingwill
show thatwe the citizens are the con-
tributing factor to the situationwe are
facingtoday.Pollutionandheatwillone
dayconsumeus.Shouldn'twewakeup
toreality,now?

MelvilleXD'Souza,Mumbai

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

LASTMONTH, PRIMEMinister Narendra
Modi inaugurated the Kushinagar
InternationalAirportineasternUttarPradesh
tofacilitateforeigntouristsandBuddhistpil-
grims to reach the important site of the
Mahaparinirvana Temple, where Lord
Buddha attained nirvana by leaving behind
his earthly body. The completion of the
Kushinagarairportisanimportantmilestone
in the Indiangovernment’s 2016plan tode-
velopa“BuddhistCircuit”predicatedonhav-
ingworld-classinfrastructuretoattractover-
seas tourists to India, the birthplace of
Buddhismandhometoitsholiestpilgrimage
sites.Theambitioustourismcircuit,however,
canachieveregionalobjectives.
The two-millennia old, shared Buddhist

religious and cultural legacy between
Buddhism’s holy land India, and her seven
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
partnernationsisanimportanthistoricalnar-
rativethatconnectsalleight,howeverpolit-
ically andculturally at odds theymaybe to-
day. Indiacan leverage thisastutely through
people-to-people diplomacy between the
SCOmembers of Russia, China, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and
Pakistan.
Indiahasalreadymadeabeginninginthis

direction.OnNovember30lastyear,aschair
of theSCOCouncilofHeadsofGovernment,
India hosted the Shared Buddhist Heritage
virtual exhibition in New Delhi, where it
showcased Buddhist art, tapestry, ritual ob-

jects from across this vast Eurasian region.
Thismustnowbefollowedupwithadeeper
story of Buddhist history, trade and student
exchanges, tobecometruly impactful.
First, India’sinternalBuddhistCircuitcan

connect to the larger circuit of developing
Buddhist tourist sites in theMuslimmajor-
ityCentralAsianRepublics(CARs)andthose
thatarepartofChina’sBelt&RoadInitiative.
ThiswillrequiretracingbackBuddhism’sliv-
ing legacy and its archaeological remains in
theSCOnationsto its roots in India.
More thanphysical connectivity, it is the

disseminationofahistoricallyfactualandho-
listicnarrativeconnectingthesewidespread
ancient temples,monasteries and grottoes,
thatwillcounterongoingChineseattemptsto
SinicisetheBuddhistnarrative,notjustinthe
maritimeBelt&RoadInitiativecountrieslike
Sri Lanka, but also in Himalayan border
monasteries in Leh,Arunachal Pradesh, and
India’sneighboursNepalandBhutan.India’s
centralitytothishistorylies innotjustbeing
the Buddhist Holy Land but in its role of in-
troducingBuddhismacrosstheregionofthe
SCO and then continuously disseminating
new ideas into this network for circulation,
assimilationand,at times, transformation.
An outstanding example of this process

is the spread of Vajrayana or Tantric
Buddhism--basedontheconceptof“mind-
fulness”orDhyana--foundedinIndiaaround
the 6th or 7th centuries. This became the
foundationforChan(Chinese),Zen(Japanese)

and Tibetan Buddhism. In turn, it is largely
Tibetan Buddhism that travelled into the
Russian provinces borderingMongolia and
the only European regionwhere Buddhism
ispractisedbyamajority of people, Russia’s
RepublicofKalmykia.Often, it is therefram-
ingof original Indianbeliefs andknowledge
into locally-acceptable idioms that popu-
larised IndianBuddhistbeliefsabroad.
Second, highlighting this transnational

narrativeanditscontinuumeventodayisur-
gent as India is home to theDalai Lama and
the heads of major sects of Himalayan
Buddhism. This is pertinent as Bhutan has
about75percentBuddhistLamaistpopula-
tion,while Nepal has 10 per cent. It iswell-
known that China leverages the soft power
ofBuddhisminthesecountriestoachieveits
strategic geopolitical goals. In the case of
Bhutan,itfavoursparticularsectsforendow-
ments and attention, while in the case of
Nepal,itisknowntointerveneintheappoint-
ment of high-rankingmonks in an attempt
to curb any restiveness amongNepal’s resi-
dent Tibetan population, which is likely to
spill over into the Tibetan Autonomous
Region. India’s Buddhist Circuit including
Lumbini inNepal as a pilgrimage site holds
out the tantalising potential -- given the al-
most ready international airport by Nepal
there -- of seamlessly extending this circuit
toIndia’sneighbours.ThistiestogetherIndia’s
SCOsoft diplomacywith theNeighborhood
First andAct East policies. Indiahopes to at-

tract Buddhist pilgrims and tourists from
SouthAsia, South East Asia and the Far East
toBuddhism’sHolyLand.
Last, the spread of Buddhism,whether

through conquest or trade, also coincided
withthetransmissionof secularknowledge
from the Indian subcontinent – like tradi-
tional Indianmedicine (Aayush),manufac-
turing (sugar) and the astro-sciences into
these regions.Mostmonasteries along the
Silk Route during the firstmillenniumwere
oftenheadedby Indianmonks. Theyhosted
merchants, travellers,andtendedtothesick
using traditional Indianmedicine. Even to-
day, among the CARs, there is an interest in
traditional Indianmedicine, like Ayurveda.
Exchanges(researchandstudents)forstudy-
ing thiswould be of great interest to these
countries.
The idea of common cultural roots be-

tweenpeople from these eight very diverse
nationscanbethebedrockoffutureplanned
institutionswithintheambitof theSCO, like
theproposedSCOUniversity.ThoughtheSCO
asamultilateralregionalorganisationismore
a political, economic and security alliance,
India engaging vigorously in its soft diplo-
macy spherewill have a virtuous influence
ontheotherdimensionstoo.

Thewriter isBombayHistoryFellow,
GatewayHouse: IndianCouncil onGlobal

Relations. Shehasauthored the report, 'India
andtheSCO:BoundbyBuddhism'

AssiteforBuddhism’sholysites,IndiacanleveragesoftpowerwithSCOnations

The Buddha circuit

The day India was born

CRSasikumar

Trying isn’t enough
India'ssportsecosystemmustnot
besatisfiedwithbeingsecond-best

Sunil Alagh

Sifra Lentin

AsourConstitutionturns72yearsold,weneedtobeawarethatitsenduranceisdeeply
rootedintheabilityofallofustocommittotheprojectofexpandingfreedom

OPENING ARGUMENT

ByMenaka
Guruswamy
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On behalf of the President of India,
Divisional Railway Manager/Works,
Hyderabad Division, South Central
Railway, Secunderabad invites Open
Tenders for the following works through
e-procurement up to 15.00 hours of
20.12.2021

1. Tender No. :75-DRM-W-HYB
Name of work: 1) IR ISET -
Upgrada t ion to Admin is t ra t i ve
Building:- Improvements to Corridors,
Stati Case Doors, Windows, Wall
Finishings, Railings and Roads. 2)
IRISET - Improvements for all the
classrooms along with 2-Studio
Classrooms for e-classes. 3) IRISET -
Development of Conference room,
Installation of Video Surveillance
System and Provision of webcasting at
IRISET. 4) IRISET - Improvements in
Labora to r ies , Deve lopment o f
Multimedia content and Providing UPS
forAdminBuilding and all Hostels.
ApproxValue : `. 26331118/-

2. Tender No. :76-DRM-W-HYB
Name of work: 1) Improvements to
Corroded pipe line and pipe line
System of M/S quarters under the
jurisdiction of ADEN/E/II/HYB 2)
STTC/ MLY- Improvements of Hostel &
Admin Building at STTC Moulaali 3)
STTC/ MLY- Improvements to Toilets
andHostel Roomsat STTCMoulaali
ApproxValue : `. 19774813/-

For further details visit the website
www.ireps.gov.in
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Divisional Railway Manager/Works,
Hyderabad

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the

tender documents,
Please visit website at

http://www.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

TENDER NOTICE No. 75 to76-
DRM-W-HYB dt.25.11.2021

Dy. Chief Signal & Telecom Engineer
(Projects), Secunderabad

For and on Behalf of President of India,
Deputy Chief Signal & Telecom
Engineer (Projects) S.C. Railway,
Secunderabad invites E - tenders
(Open) for the following workupto
15:00Hrson22-12-2021.

Description of work: Signalling
arrangement in connection with
Replacement of worn out Indoor &
Outdoor Signalling gears for Mantatti
(MVH) and Nawandgi (NAW) Stations
in SC-WD section of Secunderabad
Division
TenderNo.: `. C/SG/C/36/5/376
Approximate value :84439612.43
Periodof completion :18months

Please visit Indian Government tender
Portal Website for allwww.ireps.gov.in
particulars including Full Description of
the work, tender conditions, eligibility
criteria and details, downloading of
tender document of the aboveworks.

PU
B/
08
53TENDER NOTICE No.C/SG/C/

36/5/376 Dt:25-11-2021

Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our

website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in
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CX0 ´fi0 ´ffUSX MÑfÔÀfd¸fVf³f
IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f d»fd¸fMXZOX
BÊ-d³fdUQf EUÔ Àff¸ff³¹f
d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff

d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹fÊ W Z°fb I f¹fÊ/Af´fcd°fÊ W Z°fb
BÊ-d³fdUQf¹fZÔ Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ (þe0EÀf0Me0) ¸fZÔ
´fÔþeIÈ °f, ´fid°fdâ°f EUa A³fb·fUe
N ZIZ QfS ûÔ/R ¸fûÊÔ ÀfZ Afg³f»ffB³f
BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fûM Ê»f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM
http://etender.up.nic.in ´fS
Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`Ü d³fdUQf ¸fc»¹f °f±ff
²fSûWS SfdVf °f±ff A³¹f dUUS¯f/ÀfÔVfû²f³f
AfdQ I e dUÀ°fÈ°f þf³fI fSe BÊ-d³fdUQf
´fûMÊ»f ½fZZ¶fÀffBM ´fS ´fif~ I e þf ÀfI °fe W`Ü
dI Àfe ·fe ¹ff Àf¸fÀ°f d³fdUQfAûÔ I û
ÀUeI fS/d³fSÀ°f I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS
A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSe I û d¶f³ff I ûBÊ I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ
ÀfbSdÃf°f SWZ¦ffÜ A³¹f d³f¹f¸f/Vf°fZÊa dU·ff¦f IZ
R f¸fÊ E/¶fe IZ A³fbÀffS WûÔ¦fe dþ³WZÔ dI Àfe ·fe
I f¹fÊdQUÀf ¸fZÔ A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ
I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ QZJf þf ÀfI °ff W`Ü BÊ-
d³fdUQf¹fZÔ EUÔ Àff¸ff³¹f d³fdUQf ¸fc»¹f
þeEÀfMe ÀfdW°f °f±ff ²fS ûWS S fdVf
AfS 0M e0þe0EÀf0/E³f0ER 0AfBÊ0M e0/
¶f`ÔI ¦ffS³Me IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ BÔdO¹f³f ¶f`ÔI ,
VffJf dQ»»fe SûO, ¶fbdð dUWfS, AfUfÀf
dUI fÀf, ¸fÓfû»ff, ¸fbSfQf¶ffQ ¸fZÔ ÀfÔ¨ffd»f°f
¨ff»fc Jf°ff ÀfÔ0-7107816836. IFSC
Code- IDIB000D566 ¸fZÔ d³f²ffÊdS°f
Àf¸f¹f °fI þ¸ff I SZÔÜ ´fi°¹fZI d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf
IZ ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f ¸fZÔ d³f²ffÊdS°f ²fSûWS SfdVf ¶f`ÔI
¸fZÔ þ¸ff I e ¦f¹fe SfdVf I f ´fi¸ff¯f ´fÂf
(Deposit Slip) °f±ff QcÀfS Z ·ff¦f ¸fZÔ
½¹fUÀffd¹fI ´fi´fÂf Wû³fZ ¨ffdWEÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf
IZ d¶f³ff °f±ff ÀfVf°fÊ d³fdUQf¹fZÔ ³fWe Jû»fe
þf¹fZÔ¦feÜ BÊ-d³fdUQf Jb»f³fZ IYf dQ³ffÔIY-
28.12.2021 1- BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-
51/ BÊ0MXe0Àfe0E¸f0/2021-2022 -
dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O-Sf¸f´fbS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f
132 IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi Mf¯Of EUÔ 132
IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi »ff»f´fbS ´fS

O¶»fc0Me0AfBÊ0 ¸feMS EUÔ ¹fc0´fe0EÀf0 I e
Af´fcd°fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 1000/-, d³fdUQf
´fi´fÂf I f þeEÀfMe ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø 0 295/-
2- BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-
52/B ÊqM X eqÀfeqE¸fq/2021-2022
dUôb°f 400 IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi J¯O
¸fbSfQf¶ffQ IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f dUôb°f 400 IZ 0Ue0
C´fIZ ³Qi ¸fbSfQf¶ffQ ´fS »ffg³f IZ Ufd¿fÊI
SJSJfU EUÔ ÀffR -ÀfR fBÊ B°¹ffdQ ÀfZ
Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 4000/-
, d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f þeEÀfMe ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f
ø 0 590/- 3- BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-
53/BÊ0MXe0Àfe0E¸f0/2021-2022 dUôb°f
400 IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi J¯O ¸fbSfQf¶ffQ IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f 400 IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi ¸fbSfQf¶ffQ
´fS C´fIZ ³Qi EUÔ dÀU¨f¹ffOÊ ¸fZÔ §ffÀf AfdQ
I e I MfBÊ EUÔ ÀfR fBÊ ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f Ufd¿fÊI
I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 6000/- d³fdUQf
´fi´fÂf I f þeEÀfMe ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø 0
1 1 8 0 / -
4-BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-54/BÊqMXeqÀfeq
E¸fq/2021-2022 dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O-
Àf¸·f»f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f dUd·f³³f 220 IZ 0Ue0
C´fIZ ³Qi ¨f³QüÀfe ´fS ¶fÀf ¶ffS ´fiûMZ¢Vf³f
´f`³f»f I e À±ff´f³ff EUÔ A³¹f Àf¸¶fd³²f°f
I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 2000/-, d³fdUQf
´fi´fÂf I f þeEÀfMe ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø 0 590/-
5-BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff- 55/BÊ0MXe0Àfe0
E¸f0/ 2021-2022 dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O-
Àf¸·f»f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi
Àf¸·f»f (E0EÀf0AfBÊ0 MfB´f) ´fS Ufd¿fÊI
A³fbSÃf¯f EUÔ ´fdS¨ff»f³f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS
SfdVf ø 0 12500/- d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f
þeEÀfMe ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø 0 1770/-
6-BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff- 56/BÊ0MXe0Àfe0
E¸f0 /2021-2022 dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O-
Àf¸·f»f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi
¨f³QüÀfe (E0EÀf0AfBÊ0 MfB´f) ´fS Ufd¿fÊI
A³fbSÃf¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0
7500/-, d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f þeEÀfMe ÀfdW°f
¸fc»¹f ø 0 1180/- 7- BÊ-d³fdUQf

ÀfÔ£¹ff- 57/ BÊ0MXe0Àfe0E¸f0/2021-
2022 dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O-Àf¸·f»f IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi ¨f³QüÀfe
(EÀf0E0EÀf0 MfB´f) ´fS Ufd¿fÊI A³fbSÃf¯f
I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 13000/-,
d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f þeEÀfMe ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø 0
1770/- 8-BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-58/
BÊ0MXe0Àfe0E¸f0/ 2021-2022 dUôb°f
´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O-dõ°fe¹f, ¸fbS fQf¶ffQ IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi A¦fUf³f´fbS
¸fbSfQf¶ffQ ´fS Ufd¿fÊI A³fbSÃf¯f ´fdS¨ff»f³f
EUÔ dUd·f³³f A³fbSÃf¯f ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 7000/-, d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf
I f þeEÀfMe ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø 0 1180/-
Àff¸ff³¹f d³fdUQf Jb»f³fZ IYf dQ³ffÔIY
28.12.2021 9- d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-59/
BÊ0MXe0Àfe0E¸f0/2021-2022 dUôb°f
´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O-Sf¸f´fbS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f C´f
J¯O Ad²fI fSe, dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f C´f J¯O-
´fi±f¸f, Sf¸f´fbS IZ C´f¹fû¦ff±fÊ 01 ³fÔ0 Oeþ»f
¨ffd»f°f UfW³f (¨ff»fI ÀfdW°f) 12 ¸ffW
WZ°fb C´f»f¶²f I Sf³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf
ø 0 2500/-. d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f þeEÀfMe
ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø 0 590/- 10- d³fdUQf
ÀfÔ£¹ff-60/BÊ0MXe0Àfe0E¸f0/2021-2022
dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O-dõ°fe¹f ¸fbSfQf¶ffQ IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f C´f J¯O Ad²fI fSe, dUôb°f
´ffS Z¿f¯f C´f J¯O-dõ°fe¹f, ¸fbSfQf¶ffQ IZ
C´f¹fû¦ff±fÊ 01 ³fÔq Oeþ»f ¨ffd»f°f UfW³f
(¨ff»fI ÀfdW°f) 12 ¸ffW WZ°fb C´f»f¶²f
I Sf³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 2500/-
, d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f þeEÀfMe ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f
ø 0 590/ ³fûMX- Cö Àff¸ff³¹f d³fdUQf WZ°fb
´fi´fÂf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ÀfZ d³fdUQf ¸fc»¹f Afg³f»ffB³f
þ¸ff dI E þf³fZ I e ´fifd~ ´fiÀ°fb°f I S dI Àfe
·fe I f¹fÊdQUÀf ¸fZÔ Ii ¹f dI E þf ÀfI °fZ W `aÜ
WXÀ°ff/- A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff, dUôb°f
´ffSXZ¿f¯f ¸f¯OX»f-´fi±f¸f, ¸fbSXfQf¶ffQÜ "SXf¿MÑX
dWX°f ¸fZ d¶fþ»fe ¶f¨ff¹fZÔ"
´fÂffaIY 3657/d½f.´ff.¸f.¸fb./BÊX-d³fd½fQf/
2021-22, dQ³ffaIY 26/11/2021

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, CENTRAL RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BHUBANESWAR

No. 56266/Date. 26.11.2021
"e" Procurement Notice for Improvement to Roads & CD Works and Periodical Maintenance Works for the year 2021-22

Further details can be seen from the web site www.tendersorissa.gov.in

O-1061

1. Name of the Work : Road works for the year 2021-22
2. Total No. of Packages : 40 Nos. of Packages
3. Estimated Cost of the Package : Varies from Rs.102.55 lakhs to Rs.1690.98 lakhs
4. Class of Contractor :

a)Estimated cost more than Rs. 40.00 lakhs up to Rs. 3.00 Crores : B Class & A class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing authorities
b)Estimated cost more than Rs. Rs.3.00 Crores up to Rs. 6.00 Crores : A Class & Special class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing authorities
c)Estimated cost more than Rs. Rs.6.00 Crores up to Rs.15.00 Crores : Special Class & Super class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing authorities
d)Estimated cost more than Rs.15.00 Crores : Super Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing authorities

5. Period of completion : Packages costing less than Rs.3.00 Crores-09(Nine) months Packages costing more than Rs.3.00 Crores & less than
Rs.5.00 Crores-11(Eleven) months
Packages costing more than Rs.5.00 Crore -12(Twelve) months

6. Offered rates by bidder : The offered rate by the contractor shall be excluding GST.
7. Other details :

Procurement Officer Bid
Identification No.

Availability of Tender On-line for bidding Date & Time of opening of tender
From To Technical Bid Financial Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6
Chief Construction Engineer, Central Rural Works Circle, Bhubaneswar Tender-Online-C.C.28 of 2021 01.12.2021 at 11.00 AM 15.12.2021 Up to 5.00 PM 16.12-2021 at 11.00 AM To be intimated lateron

Chief Construction Engineer
Central Rural Works Circle, Bhubaneswar,

OIPR-25082/11/0034/2122

CX0´fi0 ´ffUSX MÑfÔÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f
d»fd¸fMXZOX A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊ-d³fdUQf
A³fb·fUe I f¹fÊQf¹fe ÀfÔÀ±ffAûÔ ÀfZ
d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f A»´fI f»fe³f BÊ-d³fdUQf

Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ d³f²ffÊdS°f d°fd±f I û 12:00 ¶fþZ °fI Af¸fd³Âf°f
I e þf°fe W` þû CÀfe dQ³f 15:00 ¶fþZ Jû»fe þfE¦feÜ
dUÀ°fÈ°f dUUS¯f Àf¸ff¨ffS ´fÂfûÔ ¸fZÔ ´fiI fVf³f IZ C´fSf³°f BÊ-
MZ¯OS I e ½fZ¶fÀffBM www.etender.up.nic.in ´fS
C´f»f¶²f SWZ¦ff °f±ff A³¹f dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS IZ
ÀfÔVfû²f³f/d°fd±f dUÀ°ffS WZ°fb d³fdUQf Jb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f °fI
»ffg¦f Afg³f I SZÔÜ dI Àfe ·fe d³fdUQf I û d¶f³ff I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ
d³fSÀ°f/AÀUeI fS I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSe IZ
´ffÀf ÀfbS dÃf°f SW Z¦ff:- A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊ.MXe.Àfe.-
43/2021-22: 132IZ 0Ue0 J`S-A»fe¦fPÞ °fÈ°fe¹f
(dÀfÔ¦f»f ÀfdI ÊM) »ffB³f IZ Of¹fUþÊ³f I f I f¹fÊÜ
A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊ.MXe.Àfe.-44/2021-22: 220IZ 0Ue0
J`S-A»fe¦fP (400IZ 0Ue0) EUÔ 220IZ 0Ue0 J`S-
¸fe°fBÊ »ffB³f IZ Of¹fUþÊ³f I f I f¹fÊÜ A²feÃf¯f
Ad·f¹f³°ff, dUôb°f ´ffSXZ¿f¯f ¸f¯OX»f, »ff»f dOX¦¦fe,
A»fe¦fPX Ü SXf¿MÑX dWX°f ¸fZÔ d¶fþ»fe ¶f¨ff¹fZÔ, dUôb°f ¨fûSXe
IYe Àfc¨f³ff QZÔ - "www.igpowerup.org"
´fÂffaIY-2152, dQ³ffaIY 26/11/2021

Sl. Name of Work Earnest Validity Cost of Time of Contractor
No. Money of Tender tender completion Category of

(Rs. In) (In Days) document (In Month) Registration

lacs) (In Rs.)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1. Registered in
category

and

‘A’&
above in

9.50 120 5000+ 12 both Road
18% GST Building works in

Central Govt./
State Govt. /any

Govt. Undertaking

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

e-tender Notice (Short Term)
th

The Superintending Engineer 9 Circle, Public Works Department, Dehradun on behalf of
"Governor of Uttarakhand" invites tender in two bid system for the following work. Informations
regarding tender shall be available on http://www.uktenders.gov.in from date 01.12.2021.

Development/Expansion
of heliport under RCS
UDAN-2 at Shastradhara,
Dehradun (Uttarakhand).

Letter No. 9071/1C-9/21 Date 25.11.2021

th
Office of the superintending Engineer, 9 circle PWD, Dehradun Uttarakhand

Website- http://pwd.uk.gov.in E-mail : sepwdddun@rediffmail.com

Office Of The Superintending Engineer
th

9 Circle Public Work Department Dehradun

Note : The Tender Invitation Notice is being issued in anticipation of the administrative approval and
financial sanction of the work.

RALPHALEXARAKAL
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER26

THE NUMBER of Covid-19 cases at SDM College of
Medical Sciences andHospital in Karnataka’s Dharwad
rose to 178 on Friday, after 112more samples returned
positive. 66othershad testedpositive in the samecam-
pusonThursday.
DistrictHealthOfficerDrYashwanthAMadinkartold

The Indian Express the results of 939 sampleswere ob-
tained sinceWednesday. “Nearly 3,000 sampleswill be
sentfortestingfromthecampus.Wehavesuggestedran-
dom testing of patients admitted to the hospital on the
campus,”hesaid.
Meanwhile, Deputy Commissioner Nitesh Patil said

allcaseswere“breakthroughinfections”,meaningthose
whotestedpositivehadreceivedbothdosesofavaccine.
He explained thatmost patients were asymptomatic,
while somehadmildsymptoms.
“All thosewho have tested positivewill be quaran-

tinedfortwoweeks.Thehealthcondi-
tion of most are stable,” he told re-
porters after visiting the college on
Thursday.Hehassoughtdetailsonthe
precautionarymeasuresthatwereim-
plemented in the institute.
Apreliminary inquiryhas indicated

thatall thosewhocontractedtheinfec-
tion had attended a students’ pro-
gramme at D Veerendra Heggade
Kalakshetra, locatedwithin the college
campus,onNovember17.Patilsaidmost
of thepatientswerefirst-yearstudents.
Dharwadhadbeen recording zero

positive cases in the last few days.
However, asper thehealthbulletin is-
sued on Thursday, it accounted for
nearly14percentofthetotalnewcases
identifiedacross thestate.

178 students test
Covid positive at
Karnataka college

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER26

ANOTHERINDEPENDENTwit-
nessintheCordeliacruisedrug
bust case has approached the
special NDPS court seeking to
place on record an affidavit
which stated that Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB)officials
hadthreatenedhimwith"dire
consequences" if blanksheets
werenot signedbyhim.
Thewitness,SonuMhaske,

inhisaffidavitclaimedhewas
workingasfacilitymanagerin
thebuildingwheresearchand
seizureagainstaccusedAachit
Kumarwascarriedout.Kumar
is a co-accused in the case re-
lated to actor Shah Rukh
Khan's son Aryan. He said he
was forced to sign the panch-
nama of October 5 "under
threat of false implication in a
criminal case and arrest for
non-cooperation". Besides
Mhaske (37), witness
Prabhakar Sail had earlier
claimed hewas asked to sign
blankpapers.
Mhaskesaidhe,alongwith

assistant manager Umesh
Ambre,weremadetosignfour
papers in Hindi and a few
blankpapers, towhichhe ob-
jected.Mhaskeaskedthecourt
toconsidertheaffidavitsothat
he is not required to go to the
NCBofficetorecordstatement.

Cordelia raid:
Witness says
was made to sign
blank papers

New Delhi



SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

ONFRIDAY, theWorldHealthOrganization
(WHO)classifiedanewvariantofSARS-CoV-
2, currently circulating in SouthAfrica, as a
‘variantofconcern’.Italsonamedit Omicron.
TheNetworkforGenomicsSurveillancein

SouthAfrica(NGS-SA)hadidentifiedthevari-
antonMonday. Ithaddetectedagroupof re-
lated SARS-CoV-2viruses,whichbelong to a
lineagenamedB.1.1.529.
Earlyindicationsarethatthisvariantispos-

siblyevenmoretransmissiblethanthehighly
infectiousDeltavariant,andthatcurrentvac-
cinesmaybelesseffectiveagainstit.

WhatwedoknowsofaraboutOmicron?
NewvariantscontinuetoemergeasSARS-

CoV-2 spreads, and the significance of each
mutation becomes knownafter a period of
time. Buthealth authoritiesworldwideneed
to keep a constantwatch to identifywhich
onesaremoreimportantthanothers.Itwasas
part of such anexercise that theNGS-SAde-

tectedB.1.1.529.
Fromwhatisknowncurrently,B.1.1.529has

multiplespikeproteinmutations,andprelim-
inary analysis suggests it is highly infectious.
SouthAfricahasreportedafour-foldincrease
innewcasesoverthelasttwoweeks,coincid-
ingwiththeemergenceofB.1.1.529.
OnThursday,theNGS-SAsaidB.1.1.529has

rapidlyincreasedinGautengprovince,which
includesJohannesburgandPretoria,andmay
alreadybepresentinmostprovinces.TheNGS-
SAhas said the sustained increase in cases is
possiblyfuelledbyclusteroutbreaks.

Whatarethemutationsthatcharacterise
thisvariant?
Onthemutationprofileofthenewvariant,

theNGS-SAhas said that B.1.1.529has “very
unusual constellationsofmutations”—with
30intheregionthatencodesthespikeprotein,
whichisresponsibleforthevirus’sentryinhu-
mancells.
Ithas said that someof themutationsare

well characterisedwithaknownphenotypic
impact,affectingtransmissibilityandimmune
evasion.Someofthesemutationshavealready

beendetectedintheAlphaandDeltavariants.
Butmanyothermutations, theNGS-SA said,
havebeen“rarelyobserveduntilnowandnot
wellcharacterised”.So,thefullsignificanceof
thesemutationsremainuncertainatthispoint.
“More investigations areunderway todeter-
mine thepossible impactof thesemutations
onthecapacityofthevirustotransmitmoreef-
ficiently, to impact vaccine effectiveness and
evadeimmuneresponse, and/ortocausemore
severe ormilder disease,” theAfrica Centers
forDiseaseControl(CDC)hassaid.

Whichofthesemutationsareofconcern?
TheNGS-SAhassaid thataclusterofmu-

tations,knownasH655Y+N679K+P681H,is
associatedwithmoreefficientcellentry,indi-
catingenhancedtransmissibility.
Thereisalsoadeletion,nsp6,whichissim-

ilar to a deletion in theAlpha, Beta, Gamma,
and Lambda variants. TheNGS-SA says this
maybeassociatedwithevasionof innateim-
munity,andcouldenhancetransmissibility.
Again, thenewvariant carries themuta-

tions R203K+G204R— also seen in Alpha,
GammaandLambda—andwhichareassoci-

atedwithincreasedinfectivity.

WhatistheWHO’sassessment?
TheWHOsaidonFriday that its technical

advisorygroupmettoreviewthenewvariant
anddesignateditasavariantof concern.This
effectivelymeans that Omicron has been
demonstrated to be associatedwith one or
more of the following changes: increase in
transmissibility; increase in transmissibility;
anddecrease in theeffectivenessof diagnos-
tics,vaccines,therapeutics.
Earlier in theday, MariaVanKerkohove,

Covid-19TechnicalLeadatWHO,hadsaidina
statement:“Thisvarianthasbeendetectedand
reportedtousbyourcolleaguesinSouthAfrica.
Thereare fewer than100whole-genomese-
quences that are available.Wedonot know
verymuchaboutthisyet.Whatwedoknowis
that his variant has a largenumberofmuta-
tions.Andtheconcern is thatwhenyouhave
somanymutations, it canhavean impacton
howthevirusbehaves.”

Arethesymptomsanydifferent?
TheNational Institute forCommunicable

Diseases (NICD)of SouthAfricahas said that
currently,“nounusualsymptoms”havebeen
reportedfollowinginfectionwiththeB.1.1.529
variant.Ithashighlightedthefactthat,aswith
other infectious variants suchasDelta, some
individualsareasymptomatic.

Howwillscientistsdeterminevaccine
effectivenessanddiseaseseverity?
Omicron’sepidemiologicalandclinicalcor-

relationisnot fullyestablished.Withoutthat,
scientists cannot establish adirect linkage to
anysurge.SouthAfricahasstartedtoexamine
the immuneescapepotentialof B.1.1.529 ina
laboratory setting. Thiswill also indicate the
performanceofcurrentvaccines.Ithasalsoes-
tablishedareal-timesystemtomonitorhospi-
talisation and the outcome associatedwith
B.1.1.529. Thedatawill reveal if themutation
isassociatedwithdiseaseseverity,orif itmay
affect theperformanceof therapeuticmedi-
cinesbeingadministeredinhospitals.

Howeasyordifficultis ittodetectthenew
variantinRT-PCRtests?
TheSouthAfricanNICDhassaidB.1.1.529

has adeletionwithintheSgenethatallowsfor
rapididentificationof thisvariant.
“However,most other targets (including

the N and RdRp genes) remain unaffected
fromspecimenstestedinover100specimens
from testing laboratories in Gauteng so it is
unlikely thatoverallPCRtestsensitivity isaf-
fected.ThesePCRteststypicallydetectatleast
two different SARS-CoV-2 targets, which
serves as a backup in the case of amutation
arisinginone,”theNICDsaid.

Whatprecautionsshouldonetake?
Alltheexpertbodieshavestressedthatvac-

cinationremainscritical,especiallytoprotect
groupsathighriskofhospitalisationanddeath.
Real-timedatahaveshownthathighvaccina-
tion rates also significantly reduce the strain
onhealthsystems.
Theemergenceof thenewvariant shows

onceagainthatthepandemicisfarfromover
—andCovid-appropriatebehaviouriscritical
forbreakingthechainoftransmission:mask-
ing, social distancing, good ventilation in all
sharedspaces,andwashingorsanitisinghands
andsurfacesregularly.

PRANAVMUKUL
&AMILBHATNAGAR
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

PRIMEMINISTER NarendraModi laid the
foundationstoneof theNoida International
Airport (NIA) at Jewar, Uttar Pradesh on
Thursday. Theproject ispart of thegovern-
ment'splan toexpandexistingairports and
buildnewonestobothsupportgrowthofre-
gional air traffic and to sustain air traffic
growth in thecongestedmetros.
Imminent saturation of the existing

IndiraGandhi InternationalAirport inDelhi
presents a case for a second airport in the
NationalCapitalRegiontohandlethefuture
trafficprojections.

The project
The airport, the first phase of which is

scheduled to open in 2024, is being built
through a public private partnership (PPP)
withaninvestmentofRs5,730crore.Theair-
port will be spread over an area of 5,000
hectares, and is being developed by Zurich
InternationalAirportAG.
ThecompanyNoidaInternationalAirport

Ltdwas incorporated in2018asa joint ven-
ture of the Government of Uttar Pradesh
(through its Department of Civil Aviation),
NOIDA, Greater NOIDA, and Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA) in the ratio of 37.5% to
37.5% to12.5% to12.5%.
A concession agreementwas signed in

October last yearwith the concessionaire,
YamunaInternationalAirportPrivateLimited
(YIAPL), an SPV of the bid-winner Zurich
International Airport AG. In 2019, the Swiss
companyoffered abid of Rs 400.97per pas-
sengerandemergedasthewinner,outbidding
infrastructureplayerssuchastheAdaniGroup.
In early December last year, Zurich

Airport International selectedaconsortium
consistingofNordic,Grimshaw,Haptic,and
STUPas thearchitects todesign thepassen-
gerterminalof theairport.Thedesignof the
airportfocusesonshortandefficientpassen-
ger flows, anddigital andtech-enabledcus-
tomerservices,accordingtothedevelopers.

The requirement
AsecondairportintheNCRwasplanned

well before the Covid-19 pandemic, aimed
mainlyatreducingtheburdenonIGIAirport,
which isexpectedtoreach itspeakcapacity

of handling close to 110million passengers
annuallywithin thenextdecade.
In the first phase, theNoida International

Airportwillhavethecapacitytohandle12mil-
lionpassengersannuallywithonerunwayand
25aircraft stands. The capacity of the airport
is expected to increase to70millionpassen-
gersperannumby2050.Oncethenewairport

beginsoperation, itwill releasevaluableslots
forairlinesoperatingtotheNCRregion,bring-
ingrelief inthecurrentcongestedscenario.
In the initial phase, the airportwill only

operate domestic flights. YIAPL CEO
ChristophSchnellmannsaid:"Thestrongre-
covery in the aviation sector alongwith the
government’s initiative to develop and ex-

pand airports will not only helpmeet the
growingdemandfor travelbutalsoencour-
agehigherconnectivitybetweentier2and3
cities in the country. Noida International
Airportwill connectwesternUttar Pradesh
to other cities in India and theworld. This
world class airport will set a benchmark in
aviation infrastructure anddevelopment of
multiple-airport systems in India."

The location
JewarAirportwill comeupabout72km

from IGI Airport, 40 km from Noida, and
about40kmfromthemulti-modal logistics
hub at Dadri. The airport will havemulti-
modalconnectivityowingtoitsproximityto
theGreaterNoida-AgraYamunaExpressway,
andtheEasternPeripheralExpressway,and
will be linked with the Delhi-Mumbai
ExpresswayatBallabhgarh,theKhurja-Jewar
NH91, and thededicated freight corridor.
TheMetro is proposed to be extended

fromNoidatotheNIAandtheproposedHigh
SpeedRail(Delhi-Varanasi)attheairportter-
minal.A60-metre-wideroadparallel to the
Expressway is proposed to bewidened to
100metres.
Experts say the success of any new air-

portdependsontheconnectivityitprovides
tonearbycatchmentareas.TheJewarairport
is expected to serve residents of Noida and
GreaterNoida,andprovideanalternativeair-
portforresidentsofNewDelhiandGurgaon.
JewarairportwillalsoservewesternUPcities
likeAligarh,Bulandshahr,Meerut,andAgra.
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MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

THE RECENT defection of 12 of the 17
CongressMLAsinMeghalaya, ledbyformer
chiefministerMukulSangma,markstheero-
sionoftheCongressinyetanotherstate.The
partywill lose thepositionofmainopposi-
tion inMeghalayaonce theseMLAs join the
TrinamoolCongress.
InArunachal Pradesh, 43of the then44

CongressMLAs,includingCMPemaKhandu,
had quit the Congress in September 2016,
joined the People’s Party of Arunachal and
continued inpower;months later, Khandu
andalargenumberofMLAsjoinedtheBJP.
InArunachal, theBJPbecame the ruling

partyovernight;inMeghalaya,theTrinamool
is set to the become themain opposition
partythroughasimilar,hostiletakeover.

WhySangmawasupset
Sangma, leader of the Congress

LegislatureParty,hadbeenupsetsinceAugust
when the central leadership appointed
ShillongMPVincentPalaasthestateCongress
president, replacing Celestine Lyngdoh.
Sangma and a dozen-oddMLAs from the
GaroHills skipped a function in Shillong in
September to felicitate Pala and thenewly-
appointedworkingpresidents.
In earlyOctober, therewere reports that

SangmahadmetaTrinamoolCongressleader
in Kolkata as also Assam Chief Minister
HimantaBiswaSarmainGuwahati. Although
Sangmadeniedallthis,theCongressleader-
shipsummonedtheentireMeghalayalead-
ershipincludingSangmatoDelhithatmonth.
The Congress sought to send amessage of
unityaheadofby-electionsinthreeAssembly
seats—allofwhichiteventuallylost.
Sources in the Congress, on the other

hand,saySangmahadnotbeentakinganac-
tiveinterestinpartyaffairsforsometimede-
spite thepartymakinghimchairmanof the
North East Co-ordination Congress
Committee.

Fundswere another issue: sources say
Sangmafelt theCongresswouldnotbeable
to fund theparty's campaign in abigway, a
problem he felt hewould not face in the
Trinamool.

Switchingover
SourcessaymembersofTrinamoolstrate-

gistPrashantKishor’s teamhadbeencamp-
inginShillongforthelasttwomonths,trying
topersuadeMLAstoswitchsides.Theirtask
was to convince theMLAs that if amajority
of themcrossedover, they couldescapeac-
tionundertheanti-defectionlaw.
SourcesinthestateCongresssaidthecen-

tralleadershipwasawareofallthis.Inanother
effortatrapprochement,AICCgeneralsecre-
tary (organisation)KCVenugopal andAICC
In-chargeofMeghalayaManishChatrathmet
Sangma, Pala, senior leaders Charles
Pyngrope andMPCCworking presidents
Ampareen Lyngdoh,MarthonSangmaand
JamesLyngdohonNovember18.
After themeeting, Sangma andPala is-

sueda joint statement resolving to consoli-
dateonallstrengthsofthepartytoeffectively
overcomehurdles and challenges it in the
run-up to the2023Assembly elections. But
bythen,Congresscentralleadersnowrealise,
Sangmahadalreadymadeuphismind,and
hewastakingtheleadershipforaride.
Kishorissaidtohavealsoplayedarolein

bringingformerGoachiefministerLuizinho
Faleiro and some others to the Trinamool
Congress. Interestingly, Kishor hadbeen in
touchwithRahulGandhi andAICCgeneral
secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra some
months ago, and was tipped to join the
Congress. But theunease among the senior
leadershipofthepartyoverinductingKishor,
reportedlywithamandatetorunandman-
ageitscampaign,promptedpartychiefSonia
Gandhitoputtheproposalonthebackburner.

Congress indisarray
In the 2018 Assembly elections, the

Congress,whichwasinpoweruntilthen,had
emergedas the single largest partywith21

seatsinthe60-memberHouse.TheNational
People'sPartyofConradSangma,nowChief
Minister,hadcomesecondwith19seats.Yet
theBJPbroughttogetherSangma’sNPP,some
smallerparties andan independentMLAto
denytheCongressashotatpower.
TheCongresshad rushed its top leaders

— the lateAhmed Patel, thenAICCgeneral
secretary in charge of the state C P Joshi,
MukulWasnik andKamalNath—toShillong
toexplorealloptionsofgovernment forma-
tion, butHimantaBiswaSarmagot thebet-
terof them.
Thesplitnowwilldeepentheperception

that theCongress isnotabletoput itshouse
inorder invariousstates.As it is, theparty is
strugglingshrugoff the impression that it is
drifting. InMeghalaya, itwill find it hard to
standonitsfeetagain.

Riseof Trinamool
The split will also change the political

equations in Meghalaya. The rise of the
TrinamoolCongress–withnodearthoffunds

andwithanelectoral strategist likeKishor–
couldposeachallengetotherulingdispensa-
tion,too.
The aggressive expansion drive of the

TrinamoolCongresshasopenedupasecular
alternative todisgruntledCongress leaders
whohad an ideological aversion to joining
theBJP.Be it Faleiro inGoa, SushmitaDev in
AssamorLaliteshpatiTripathiinUP,thecross-
ing over of leaders has shown that there is
nowasecularalternativetotheCongress,and
it is a party that is inpower in a state and is
takingontheBJPaggressively.TheCongress
hasalwaysattacked theBJP forpoaching its
leaders anddestabilising its governments;
nowitfacesasimilarthreatfromanopposi-
tionfellowtraveller.
These moves will further strain the

Congress-TrinamoolCongress ties. Thiswill
notjustcastashadowonoppositionfloorco-
ordination in Parliament, but impact the
wideranti-BJPunity, amantrawhichallop-
positionpartieskeepchanting, butwhich is
increasinglylookinglikeamiragenow.

The importance of Jewar airport, why it
is needed and the areas it will serve

What defection of 12MeghalayaMLAsmeans for Congress&Trinamool
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ANEWstudypublished inProceedings of
the Royal Society Bhasprovidedevidence
of the effect of environmental conditions
onthelongevityofrelationships—among
apopulationofalbatrosses.Itsuggeststhat
environmentalconditionscausesplitsbe-
tween black-browed albatrosses in the
SouthAtlantic,whichotherwisehavelong-
termmonogamousrelationships.
So, how exactly can a

changing environment
causethesebirdstosplitup?
The researchers say “di-
vorce”istriggeredbybreed-
ing failure and that it yields
somereproductivebenefits,
particularly for females
whicharemorelikelytofind
newpartners and attain a
higher breeding success.
They say their results sug-
gest divorce in long-lived
monogamous sea popula-
tionsisanadaptivestrategy.
The researchers analyseda long-term

demographicdatasetoftheblack-browed
albatross population in the Falkland
Islands, a group of remote islands in the
South Atlantic about 483 km from the
South American mainland. The re-
searchers’objectivewastoseeif “divorce”
wasaffectedbyenvironmentalvariability

overtheyears.Theycollecteddataontheir
breeding behaviour starting 2003 from
New Island, Falklands,which is home to
about15,500pairsofalbatrosses.
Thestudysaysthe“divorcerate”inthe

study population varied substantially
across years andwasdirectlymodulated
by temporal environmental variability.
Higher “divorce rates”were recorded in

lower-qualityyears, itsays.
“Ourwork provides, to

ourknowledge,thefirstevi-
dence of a significant influ-
ence of theprevailing envi-
ronmentalconditionsonthe
prevalence of divorce in a
long-livedsociallymonoga-
mouspopulation,”itsays.
It says all themodelling

techniques adopted consis-
tentlyshowthat“divorce”is
triggeredbybreedingfailure,
“but, crucially, that it is also
promotedbyenvironmental

harshness”.“Hence,inlightofthedramatic
extentofthecurrentclimaticchanges,the
environmentallydrivendisruptionsofthe
breeding processes of sociallymonoga-
mous populationsmight represent an
overlookedconsequenceofglobalchange,
with repercussions ondemography and
populationdynamics,”theauthorsnote.

PAPER
CLIP

NEWRESEARCH

How climate change causes
‘divorce’ among albatrosses

Ablack-
browed
albatross.
Wikipedia

It is critical tosupport thegrowthof air traffic.Delhi's IGIAirportcouldbesaturatedwithinadecade

What we know about Omicron variant so far
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MEANWHILE

BRYANADAMSTESTSPOSITIVE FORCOVID
Bryan Adams tested positive for Covid-19 upon arrival at Milan’s Malpensa Airport
on Thursday, ahead of the unveiling of the 2022 Pirelli calendar that he photographed.
The Canadian musician disclosed the positive test in an Instagram post.

BELARUS-EUBORDER

Lukashenko
tellsmigrantshe
won’tmake
themgohome
BELARUSIAN LEADER
Alexander Lukashenko
toldmigrants strandedat
theborderwithPolandon
Friday that his country
would help them to re-
turnhomeif theywanted
butwouldnotforcethem.
Thousands of migrants
arestuckontheEuropean
Union’seasternfrontier,in
what the EU says is a cri-
sis Minsk engineered by
distributing Belarusian
visas in theMiddle East,
flying them in and push-
ing them across the bor-
der. But Lukashenko said
itwastheEUthatdeliber-
ately provoked a crisis,
and he told themigrants
hewouldnotplaypolitics
with their fate. REUTERS

AlexanderLukashenko
speakstomigrantsat
theBelarusian-Polish
borderFriday.Reuters

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

BRITAIN

Googlemakes
pledgeson
browsercookies
GOOGLE HAS pledged
morerestrictionsonitsuse
of data from its Chrome
browser to address con-
cerns raised by Britain’s
competition regulator
aboutitsplantobanthird-
partycookiesthatadvertis-
ersusetotrackconsumers.
The Competition and
Markets Authority has
beeninvestigatingGoogle’s
plan to cut support for
somecookiesinChrome—
an initiative called the
“Privacy Sandbox”—be-
cause it isworried itwill
impede competition in
digitaladvertising.Google
has saiduserswantmore
privacy when they are
browsing. REUTERS

LEBANON

3judgesquitover
lowpay,political
interference
THREE SENIOR Lebanese
female judges have ten-
deredtheirresignationsin
protestatpoliticalinterfer-
enceandthecollapseinthe
valueoftheirpayasafinan-
cial and political crisis
rages. A political system
basedonsectarianbalance
andpatronagehas led to
decadesofeconomicmis-
managementandcorrup-
tion,andhasundermineda
legalsystemwherejudges
are appointed for loyalty
rather thaneffectiveness.
Criticssaythereisevidence
of this in a campaign by
politicianstohobbleajudi-
cial inquiry into last year’s
portblast. REUTERS

ERINWOO
NOVEMBER26

LASTMONTH, Governor Gavin
Newsom of California signed a
Bill to expand protections for
peoplewhospeakupaboutdis-
crimination in theworkplace.
Anewwebsite arrived toof-

fer techworkers advice on how
tocomeforwardaboutmistreat-
mentby their employers.
And Apple responded to a

shareholder proposal that
asked it to assess how it used
confidentiality agreements in
employeeharassmentanddis-
crimination cases.
Thedisparate developments

hadone thing—or, rather, aper-
son—incommon:IfeomaOzoma.
Since last year, Ozoma, 29, a

former employee of Pinterest,
Facebook and Google, has
emerged as a central figure
amongtechwhistleblowers.The
Yale-educated daughter of
Nigerian immigrants, she has
supported andmentored tech
workers who needed help
speakingout,pushedformorele-
galprotectionsforthoseemploy-
ees and urged tech companies
andtheirshareholderstochange
theirwhistleblowerpolicies.
She helped inspire and pass

the new California law, the
SilencedNoMoreAct,whichpro-
hibits companies from using

nondisclosure agreements to
squelchworkerswho speak up
against discrimination in any

form.Ozomaalsoreleasedaweb-
site,TheTechWorkerHandbook,
which provides information on

whether and how workers
shouldblowthewhistle.
“It’s really sad tome thatwe

stillhavesucha lackof account-
abilitywithin the tech industry
thatindividualshavetodoit”by
speakingup,Ozomasaid.
Hereffortsareincreasinglyin

thespotlightasrestivetechem-
ployeestakemoreactionagainst
their employers. Last month,
Frances Haugen, a former
Facebook employee, revealed
thatshehadleakedthousandsof
internal documents about the
social network’s harms. Apple
alsorecentlyfacedemployeeun-
rest,withmanyworkersvoicing
concerns about verbal abuse,
sexual harassment, retaliation

anddiscrimination.
Ozomaisnowfocusedondi-

rectly pushing tech companies
to stop using nondisclosure
agreements topreventemploy-
ees from speaking out about
workplacediscrimination.
Much of Ozoma’s work

stems from experience. In June
2020,sheandacolleague,Aerica
ShimizuBanks,publiclyaccused
their former employer, the vir-
tualpinboardmakerPinterest,of
racismandsexism.Pinterestini-
tially denied the allegations but
later apologised for its work-
placeculture. Itsworkersstaged
awalkout, and a former execu-
tivesuedthecompanyovergen-
derdiscrimination. NYT

IFEOMA OZOMA HAD ACCUSED PINTEREST OF DISCRIMINATION

A tech whistleblower who helps others speak out

IfeomaOzoma is a former employeeof Pinterest,
Facebook andGoogle.NYT

COSTASPITAS&
STEPHANIENEBEHAY
LONDON,GENEVA,NOV26

GLOBAL AUTHORITIES reacted
with alarm on Friday to a new
coronavirus variant detected in
South Africa, with the EU and
Britain among those tightening
border controls as researchers
sought to find out if themuta-
tionwasvaccine-resistant.
Hours after Britain banned

flights from South Africa and
neighbouring countries and
asked travellers returning from
there to quarantine, theWorld
HealthOrganization(WHO)cau-
tionedagainsthastytravelbans.
One South African scientist

expert labelled London’s ban a
symptom of “vaccine
apartheid”, though European
Commission chief Ursula von
der Leyen said the EU also
aimedtohaltair travel fromthe
region and several other coun-
tries including Japan and Israel
toughened curbs.
“It is now important that all

of us in Europe act very swiftly,
decisively and united,” von der
Leyensaid.“Allairtraveltothese

countries should be suspended
until we have a clearer under-
standingaboutthedangerposed
by thisnewvariant.”
InWashington, topUSinfec-

tious disease official Anthony
Fauci said nodecisionhadbeen
madeonapossibleUStravelban.
TheWHOsaid itwould take

weeks to determine how effec-
tive vaccines were against the
variant, whichwas first identi-
fied thisweek.
British healthminister Sajid

Javid said the sequence of the
variant was first uploaded by
HongKong fromsomeone trav-
elling fromSouthAfrica.
“It is highly likely that it has

nowspread toother countries,”
Javid told lawmakers.
SouthAfricanscientistssus-

pect the sudden spike in infec-
tions in the country is linked to
the new variant, but it is not
clear how far it has spread be-
yond its borders.
Belgium identified Europe’s

first case, adding to those in
Botswana, Israel andHongKong.
DenmarkhassequencedallCovid-
19casesand foundnosignof the
newmutation,Danishhealthau-
thoritiessaidonThursday.
Israel imposed a travel ban

coveringmostofAfrica.
Brazilian health regulator

Anvisarecommendedthattravel

be restricted fromsomeAfrican
countries, but President Jair
Bolsonaro appeared to dismiss
suchmeasures.
One epidemiologist inHong

Kong said it may be too late to
tighten travel curbs.
“Most likely this virus is al-

ready in other places. And so if
weshut thedoornow, it's going
tobeprobablytoolate,"saidBen
Cowling of the University of
HongKong.
European states had already

beenexpandingboostervaccina-
tionsand tighteningcurbsas the
continent battles a fourth Covid
wave,withmanyreportingrecord
dailyrisesincases. REUTERS

NEWTRAVEL CURBS

■Countries thathaltedor
restrictedflights from
SouthAfrica include
Bahrain,Belgium,Britain,
Croatia, France,Germany,
Israel, Italy, Japan,Malta,
theNetherlands,Hong
Kong, thePhilippines
andSingapore.

NATALIAZINETS
&PAVELPOLITYUK
KYIV,NOVEMBER26

UKRAINEHASuncoveredaplotfor
an attempted coupwith the in-
volvementofRussians,duetohave
takenplacenextweek, President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said on
Fridayatapressconference.
Zelenskiydidnotgivefullde-

tailsof thecoupplotanddidnot
accuse the Russian state of in-
volvement,thoughhealsospoke
atlengthatthepressconference
ofathreatofRussianmilitaryes-
calation,andsaidUkrainewould
beready for it.
The Kremlin swiftly denied

anyrole inanycoupplot, saying
it had no plans to take part in
suchacts.
Russia has been building up

forces near its border with
Ukraine. Kyiv, the United States
andNATOhavevoicedconcerns
in recent days about a possible
Russian attack — a suggestion
the Kremlin has dismissed as
falseandalarmist.
“Wehavechallengesnotonly

fromtheRussianFederationand
possibleescalation-wehavebig
internalchallenges.Ireceivedin-
formationthatacoupd'etatwill
takeplaceinourcountryonDec.
1-2,”Zelenskiy said.
Ukraine had audio record-

ingsasevidenceofthecoupplot,
Zelenskiyadded.
Moscow and Kyiv have

tradedblameforrisingtensions

in recent weeks, raising fears
that a long-running conflict be-
tween Ukraine and Russian-
backed separatists could erupt
into renewedopenwarfare.
“Weare in full control of our

bordersandarefullypreparedfor
anyescalation,”Zelenskiysaid.
The head of Ukraine’s mili-

taryintelligencetoldtheMilitary
Times outlet last week that
Russia had more than 92,000
troopsmassedaroundUkraine’s
bordersandwaspreparingforan
attack by the end of January or
beginningof February.
Ukraine,whichwants to join

the NATOmilitary alliance, re-
ceived a large consignment of
U.S.ammunitionandJavelinmis-
siles earlier thisyear, prompting
criticismfromMoscow.
Zelenskiyalsosaidhischiefof

staff AndriyYermakwould soon
be contacting representatives of
Russia about the standoff be-
tween the two countries.
Separately,Yermaksaidhewould
be contacting seniorKremlinof-
ficialDmitryKozak. REUTERS

KIRSTYNEEDHAM
&COLINPACKHAM
CANBERRA,NOVEMBER26

ANIGHT curfewwill be re-im-
posed in the Solomon Islands
capitalHoniaraafterwitnesses
said Australian police began
taking control of hotspots fol-
lowing three days of violent
protests in the SouthPacific is-
land nation.
TheMinistryofHealthsaidin

astatementthatcityclinicswere
closed and urged “all Honiara
residentsinvolvedinarson,riot-
ing,lootingtopleasestopimme-
diately” after its ambulances
werestoned.
Teargas was deployed in

Chinatownwhere looting and
the burning of buildings had
continuedon Fridaymorning, a
resident toldReuters.
A night curfewwill begin at

7pm,theRoyalSolomonIslands
PoliceForcesaid inastatement.
Prime Minister Manasseh

Sogavare, who requested help
from Australia, on Friday
blamed foreign countries for
stokingtheprotests,butdidnot
name any.
Manyof theprotesterscome

from the most populous
provinceMalaita and feel over-
lookedbythedecisionin2019of
the government inGuadalcanal
province to end diplomatic ties
withTaiwanandestablishformal
linkswithChina.
Malaita premier Daniel

Suidani said inastatement this
week that Sogavare had “ele-

vated the interest of foreigners
above those of Solomon
Islanders” and should resign.
“I feel sorry formypeople in

Malaita because they are fed
with false and deliberate lies
about the switch,” Sogavare
told the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation.
“These very countries that are
now influencing Malaita are
the countries that don't want
tieswith the People's Republic
of China.” REUTERS

RENOVATED ‘AVENUE OF THE SPHINXES’ UNVEILED
EgyptianauthoritiesonThursdaynightunveiledarenovatedancientpromenade inthecityof Luxordatingback3,000
years, the latestgovernmentprojectundertakentohighlight thecountry’sarchaeological treasures.Theancientwalkway—
knownastheAvenueof theSphinxes,butalsodubbedtheWayof theRamsandthePathof theGods—connects thefamous
KarnakandLuxortemples inwhatwasthecityof Thebes,whichusedtobeEgypt’s capital inantiquity. It isbelievedtohave
beenthepaththatpilgrimstrodtovisit thetemplesandpaytributetotheirdeities.Reuters

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
TAIPEI,NOVEMBER26

FIVE US lawmakers met with
Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-
wenonFridayinasurpriseone-
day visit intended to reaffirm
America’s “rock-solid” support
fortheself-governingislandthat
is claimedbyChina.
Thevisitcameastensionsbe-

tween Taiwan and China have
risen to their highest level in
decades. Taiwan has been self-
ruled since the two sides split
during a civil war in 1949, but
China considers the island part
of itsownterritory.
Chinawasquicktocondemn

the trip and later announced
that its military conducted air
and naval readiness patrols on
Friday in the direction of the
TaiwanStrait, the160-km-wide
body of water that separates
China andTaiwan.
“When news of our trip

broke yesterday, my office re-
ceivedabluntmessagefromthe
Chinese Embassy, tellingme to
call off the trip,” Rep. Elissa
Slotkin,aMichiganDemocrat in
thedelegation,wroteonTwitter.
In Beijing, Chinese Foreign

Ministry spokesperson Zhao
Lijiancalledthevisitaviolationof
the “one-Chinaprinciple” under
whichTaiwanispartofChina.
“That individual US politi-

cians wantonly challenge the
one-China principle and em-
bolden the ‘Taiwan independ-
ence’ forces has aroused the
strong indignation of 1.4 billion
Chinese people,” Zhao said. He
added that the unification of
TaiwanandChinaisan“unstop-
pablehistorical trend.”
The fourDemocrats andone

Republican from the House of
RepresentativesarrivedinTaiwan
Thursday night tomeet senior
leaders, said the American
InstituteinTaiwan,thedefactoUS
embassy.TheUSdoesnothavefor-
maldiplomatictieswithTaiwan.

SALARSALIM
IRBIL,NOVEMBER26

DEFEATED BUT somewhat re-
lieved,asecondgroupofIraqison
Fridayreturnedhometonorthern
Iraqafterafailedquesttoreachthe
EuropeanUnion,citingmaltreat-
ment and abuse suffered at the
handsofBelarusianauthorities.
Over570peoplereturnedon

two flights that landed in Irbil
InternationalAirport after 2 am
and 7 am respectively in Iraq’s
northernKurdish-runregion,ac-
cording to Lawk Ghafuri,
spokesman for the Kurdistan
Regional Government. The first
flightcarried170, theotherover
400returnees.
Agroupofchildrenshowedre-

porters theirhandswithwounds

andinfections.Areturnedmigrant
loweredhissurgicalmasktoem-
brace his childrenwho came to
meethimattheairport.
Iraq’snorthernKurdistanre-

gion has been shaken by ami-

grantcrisis resultingfromthou-
sandsofpeoplefromaroundthe
Middle East — a disproportion-
atenumberofthemIraqis—try-
ing to cross into the EU through
a backdoor opened by non-EU

member Belarus. Most of the
repatriated Iraqis from Belarus
havebeenIraqiKurds.Lastweek,
430 Iraqis returnedhome.
Some cited the cruelty of

Belarusianborderauthorities—
from beatings to threats — and
attempts to push them to cross
into neighbouring EU countries
Poland and Lithuania. They had
hoped to cross, just not under
threats fromtheBelarusians.
Thousands of migrants re-

mainstrandedbetweenborders.
Mostarefleeingconflictorhope-
lessness in theMiddle East and
aim to reachGermany or other
westernEuropeancountries.But
Polandhastakenahardlineabout
letting them in, andBelarusdid-
n’t want them returning to the
capitalofMinskorotherwiseset-
tlinginthecountry. AP

Peoplequeuetogetvaccinated in JohannesburgonFriday.AP

Belgians, Dutch
face new Covid
measures to
curb new spike
Brussels: Belgium and the
Netherlands are taking new
measuresFridayinanattemptto
keep aCovid-19 spike fromspi-
ralingoutofcontrol,hopingthat
action nowwill safeguard the
joysof Christmasnextmonth.
Belgian Prime Minister

Alexander De Croo had to rein-
forcemeasures for the second
time inaweekandclosednight
clubs,whilebarsandrestaurants
have to close at 11 pm for the
next threeweeks.
Spikes in cases and hospital

admissions exceeded even the
worstmedicalpredictions, forc-
ingBelgiumintoquickaction.
“Wehavebeenhoodwinked

by the delta variant,” he said of
the very contagious version of
Covid-19.
He said that therewereover

25,000 cases a day now in the
countryof11million.“Thisisun-
precedentedinourcountry.”AP

Ukraine says coup
plot involving
Russians thwarted;
Kremlin denies role

VolodymyrZelenskiy

At theairport in Irbil, Iraq,onFriday.AP

Iraqis return after failed Europe gamble

US lawmakers
meet with
Taiwan leader
in surprise visit

Countries impose travel bansonSouth
Africaamid fearsover newvirusvariant

LOCALREPORTSsaymanyof
theprotesterswentfrom
MalaitaislandtoGuadalcanal
island,whichhousesthecapi-
talofSolomonIslands.
Malaitaisoneoftheleast-
developedprovincesinthe
countryandalsoitsmost
populousisland.Theis-
landershavelongaccusedthe
governmentinGuadalcanal
ofunequaldistributionofre-
sources.Therelationshipbe-
tweenthetwoislandswors-
enedfollowingthecentral
government’sdecisionin
2019toswitchdiplomatical-
legiancestoBeijingfrom
Taipei,Taiwan.Malaitahasre-
ceivedaidfrombothTaiwan
andtheUS,andaccusethe
centralgovernmentofbow-
ingtopressurefromBeijing.

Grievances
worsenedby
allegianceshiftE●EX
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Australian police take
control of Solomon
Islands capital: witnesses

Russia: 51 presumed dead
in coal mine accident
ASSOCIATEDPRESS
MOSCOW,NOVEMBER26

RUSSIAN AUTHORITIES on
Friday released thenamesof 51
people presumed dead after a
devastatingmethane explosion
inacoalmineinSiberia,believed
tobe thedeadliest since2010.
The list with names of 46

miners and five rescuers was
publishedonlinebythegovern-
mentof theKemerovoregion in
southwesternSiberia,wherethe
mine is located.Authoritieshad
initiallyreported52possible fa-
talities, but search teams on
Friday found a survivor inwhat
officialsdescribedasa“miracle”.
Atotalof285minerswerein

the Listvyazhnayamine at the
time of explosion on Thursday

morning that quickly filled the
minewith toxic smoke. A total
239peoplewererescuedshortly
aftertheblast,andmorethan60
soughtmedicalassistanceforan
assortmentof injuries.
Officials on Thursday con-

firmed14fatalities—11miners
and three rescuers who per-
ished while searching for oth-
ers trapped in a remote section
of the mine. Rescuers were
forcedtohaltseveralhours into
their search because of a
buildupofmethaneandcarbon
monoxide gas.
Rescuer Alexander

Zakovryashinwas pulled out of
the rubble Fridaymorning still
conscious. Hewas hospitalised
withmoderate carbonmonox-
ide poisoning, according to
emergencyofficials.
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GOVT. OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER WATER SUPPLY

MASTER PLAN DIVISION SRINAGAR

Fax: Phone: 0194-2401904,
E-mail ID: xenwsmp@gmail.com

SUBJECT: CANCELLATION NOTICE

Due to poor response work namely “Providing,
Laying, Jointing, Testing, Commissioning Including
Operation and Maintenance for Two years of 800mm
700mm DIA. K9 D.I. Water Pipe Line from PHE
Control Room at Awanta Bhawan to Saidapora
washout point via Bohlochipora” put to tenders vide
Fresh e-NIT No. 21/WSMP of 10/2021 dated 18-10-2021
issued under endorsement No. 5889-5922 dated 18-10-
2021 is hereby cancelled.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Water Supply Master Plan Division
Srinagar

No: WSMP/CC/6865-70
Date:22/11/2021
DIPK-13417

EOI: REGISTRATION OF VENDORS FOR
SUPPLY OF DRUGS & NOTIFIED MEDICAL

DEVICES AND CONSUMABLES TO MEDICAL
STORES, INHS ASVINI AT MUMBAI

APPLICATIONS are invited from Original Manufacturers/
Authorised Stockists/ Dealers/ Agents/ Distributors for
inclusion in Vendor Database as suppliers of
Pharmaceutical Products/ Medical Consumables/ Medical
Gases/ Medical Devices. Application with supporting
documents may be downloaded from
www.defproc.gov.in. Performance of the existing
vendors during previous years will be taken into
consideration for inclusion in the Vendor Database.
Application Form along with ink-signed/ attested hard
copies of all supporting documents duly completed in all
respects is to be dropped in Quotation Box labelled as
"VENDOR DATABASE" placed in office of the Medical
Stores, INHS Asvini, Near RC Church, Colaba. Mumbai-
400 005. The scanned copies of all documents are to be
forwarded via e-mail to oic-medicalstores@navy.gov.in.
Last date of submission is within 21 days from the date of
publication of this advertisement. INCOMPLETE
APPLICATIONS WILL BE SUMMARILY REJECTED
WITHOUT ANY FURTHER COMMUNICATION TO THE
CONCERNED. NO REPRESENTATION/ REQUEST FOR
EXTENSION OF DATE WILL BE ENTERTAINED.
DETAILS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AT
www.defproc.gov.in. THE DETAILS OF CONTACT
PERSON FOR ANY QUERY IS AS FOLLOWS:- OIC
TENDER SECTION (MEDICAL STORES) ON
TELEPHONE 022-22143750

davp 10702/11/0058/2122

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, RAPDRP(A) INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
AND COMMUNICATION DIVISION KASHMIR POWERDISTRIBUTION CORPORATION

LIMITED (KPDCL) PDD COMPLEX BEMINA, SRINAGAR

E-mail: ceo.rapdrp.a@gmail.com Tel No: 0194-2490821 Fax No: 0194-2490829
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

NITNo.: CEO-IT&C/18 of 2021 Dated:20/11/2021.
For and on behalf of the Government of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir,e-Tenders (in two cover system) are here by
invited for “Supply, Erection, Testing & commissioning of 33kV Isolators, replacement of 33kV VCB with control panel, MCCB’s of
various capacities &1600 Amp ACB installed in power control room of Datacenter Bemina Srinagar.”
1. Bidders are advised to study the Bidding Document carefully. Submission of e-Bid against this SBD shall be deemed to have

been done after careful study and examination of the procedures, terms and conditions of the Standard Bidding Document
with full under standing of it simplications by the bidder.

�� The tender document is availableon website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view, download the e-Bid
document, seek clarification andsubmit theire-Bid online up to the date and time mentioned in the table below:

A Date & Timeo f downloading of Standard
Bidding Document

22/11/2021 1600 Hrs

B Clarifications start date 22/11/2021 1600 Hrs

C Clarifications end date 25/11/2021 1400 Hrs

D E-Bid submission (start) date & time 26/11/2021 1400 Hrs

E E-Bid submission (end) date & time 17/12/2021 1400 Hrs

F OnlineTechnicale-Bid Opening date and Time 20/12/2021 1400 Hrs

G Venue of opening of technical Bids Office of the CEO IT and Communication Division, Bemina

H Online Financiale- Bid Openingd ate and Time
Will be separately communicated to
the technically responsive bidders

I Estimated Cost Inc lud ing Taxe s INR 2974660.00 Approx.

J Costofe-Bid document INR 1000.00 (Rupees One Thousandonly, Non-refundable)

k Amount of Earnest Money Deposit EMD in the form of Bid Security Declaration Form required.
Note: In case of bidder being a registered Micro and Small Enterprise (MSE), they shall be exempted from payment of cost
of tender document, subject to furnishing of relevant valid certificate for claiming exemption.

3. The bidders need to submit the cost of e-Bid document asstated inthe above table through the state treasury and the scanned
copy of the treasury receipt/demand draft must be uploaded along with the e-bid.

4. ln line with the circular issued by Finance department, Govt of J&K, vide no. A/Misc (2018)-lll-895 dated 22/12/2020, the bidders
shall be required to submit EMD in the form of Bid Security Declaration in the format given in the SBD. The hard copy of the
declaration must be signed by the person authorized to bid and submitted to the office of Chief Executive Officer, IT and
Communication Division, Bemina Srinagar by Registered post/courier/By Hand and should reach before the scheduled date of
technical e-bid opening. The bid security declaration shall also be uploaded with the technical bid. All the e-Bids must be
accompanied by the scanned copy of EMD in the form of Bid Security Declaration Form, to the Chief Executive Officer, IT
and Communication Division, Bemina Srinagar.

�� The date and time of opening of Financial-Bids shall be notified on Web Site http://jktenders.gov.in. The
Financial- bids shall be opened accordingly online on the same Web Site at the office of the Chief Executive Officer, IT and
Communication Division, Bemina.

6. The Purchaser reserves the right to cancel any or all the e-Bids/ the e-Bid process without assigning any reason thereof.
The decision of department will be final and binding.

7. All the required documents excluding Price Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded by the e- Bidder electronically in the PDF
format, whereas Price Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded electronically in the same BOQ sheet provided with the SBD.

8. It may be noted that hard copy of only commercial documents (cost of tender document & bid Security declaration) is
required to be submitted, the same should reach office of undersigned by or before 10/12/2021 12:00 hrs. For evaluation
purposes the uploaded offer documents will be treated as authentic and final.

Other details can be seen in the bidding documents
No:CEO-IT&C/1866-69 Sd/-
Dated: 20.11.2021 Chief Executive Officer
DIPK-NB-5370 IT and Communication Division, KPDCL

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
7th CIRCLE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT GOPESHWAR

S.N. 6854/77 Yatayat-7/2021 Dated : 23/11/2021
Very-Short Term - E-Tendering

Superintending Engineer, 7th Circle, Public Works Department, Gopeshwar on behalf of “Governor of
Uttrakhand” invites tender by E-tendering for the following work. Information regarding bid will be available
from 01.12.2021 on http://www.uktenders.gov.in.

Bid will be submitted online at website www.uktenders.gov.in.

Before opening of bid upto 3.00 PM following documents to be submitted physically to this office of Executive
Engineer, C.D. P.W.D. Gauchar along with online submission-

1- FDR of earnest money pledged in the Designation of Superintending Engineer, 7th Circle, P.W.D.
Gopeshwar.

2- DD of tender cost to Executive Engineer, CD PWD, Gauchar.
3- Rs. 100.00 non-judical stamp with Rs. 1.00 signed Revenue ticket for bid validity
4- Technical Bid Hard Copy
5- Required category Registration- copy

Note- (1) Earnest Money of Year 2021-22 will be considered valid only.
(2) Disposal of tender will be done as per the provisions of Uttrakhand Latest G.O.

S.
N.

Name of Work
Mode of

E-
Tendering

Amount of
Bid Security
(Rs. Lakhs)

Validity
of tender

Cost of
Tender

Document

Completion
Period (in
months)

Contractor’s
Category of
Registration

1
Under RCS UDAN-2 Civil
work of Building for
Development of Heliport at
Gauchar

Two Bid
System

3.40 120 Days
500 +

G.S.T 18%
04 Month

Registered in Center
Government/ P.W.D

Uttarakhand Category
“B” and above for

Building Work

Sd/-
(Er. Mukesh Parmar)

Superintending Engineer

OFFICE OF THE

CHIEF ENGINEER KASHMIR PHE JSD DEPARTMENT

SRINAGAR KASHMIR

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

e- NIT NO. 84 OF 2021-22, DATED: 23.11.2021

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, Chief Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Kashmir invites e-tenders from
reputed and resourceful Contractors/ Firms/Companies/Joint Venture of all classes registered in JKPWD/CPWD/Railways or
any other state Government for “Empanelment of eligible contractors at Provincial level and fixing of item rates for District
Anantnag Group-IV (09 No. WSS Hilly Gravity) Part 3rd for execution of Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) works”, details of which are
given below. The bidding process shall be completed online in two covers viz. Cover 1st consisting of Pre-Qualification Bidding,
tender fee, earnest money, General Terms and Conditions and Technical Specifications. Cover ‘2nd’ shall consist of Financial
Bid in the prescribed BOQ.

Position of funds: Approved Under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
The tender inviting authority is Chief Engineer, Kashmir Jal Shakti (PHE) Department. The awarding authority is District Jal
Jeevan Mission (DJJM).
Note: In view of the fact, that this NIT for item rate contract has been framed for the first time in the Department, a

helpdesk shall be established at the Direction office level as well as district level for encouraging and facilitating
the intending bidders for participation in the instant NIT to ensure wide participation across all the Districts.

KEY/CRITICAL DATES:

1. Bid documents can be assessed at and downloaded from the websites http://jktenders.gov.in
2. The pre-bid meeting will be held in the office chamber of the Chief Engineer, Kashmir, PHE Department, through virtual/

online mode.
3. The Bids shall be deposited on the websitehttp://jktenders.gov.in
4. The complete bidding process will be online http://jktenders.gov.in.
5. The Financial bids of the bidders shall be opened online in the office of the Chief Engineer, Kashmir, Jal Shakti (PHE) Department.
6. Bids must be accompanied by bid security and cost of Tender Document as specified in column 6 & 7 of the table and shall

be payable at Srinagar.
a. Bid Security to be pledged in favour of FA/CAO, Kashmir, Jal Shakti PHE Department. Bid Security will have to be in form

of CDR/ FDR/BG of any scheduled Bank and shall have to be valid for at least one year after last date of submission of
Bid. The Bid of bidders having bid security less than as specified above will be rejected.

b. The cost of downloaded tender documents should be in form of DD/TR/e challan in favour of FA/CAO, Kashmir, JalShakti
(PHE) Department.

7. The hard copies of cost of tender document in shape of DD/TR/e-challan, Earnest money in shape of CDR/FDR/BG and
other relevant documents shall be obtained from the bidder who is declared as L1 after opening of financial cover.

8. The bid shall remain open for acceptance for a period of 180 days from the date of opening of price bids. If any bidder/ten-
derer withdraws his bid/tender before the said period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the
said earnest money shall stand forfeited and the bid shall be declared non-responsive.

9. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents from thewebsite http://jktenders.gov.in.
10. Queries by email if any should be made at 3. kmrphed@gmail.com/phebijbehara230@gmail.com
No: CE/PHE/JSD/KMR/28244-55 Chief Engineer,
Date: 23.11.2021 DIPK-13576 Kashmir, Jal Shakti, PHE Department.

Sr. Particulars of the work Estimated Cost of Earnest Bid Time of
No. Cost Document/Tender Money Validity Completion of

(Lacs) Fee (in rs.) (Lacs) Work (Days)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1. Work/Scheme 1000/- 180
wise details given Days

in Section-II of
tender document

Group-IV (09 Nos. WSS Hilly Gravity) 100 Lacs to 0.75 120 Days
Part 3rd 300 Lacs

Empanelment of eligible contractors at Provincial
level and fixing of item rates for Anantnag District/
geographically different zone for execution of Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM) works. These works are
broadly consisting of:
a. Construction of water supply schemes by way of

filtration plants, pump houses, service reservoir,
Overhead tanks, laying of distribution mains.

I PUBLISH DATE 23.11.2021

II DOCUMENT DOWNLOAD/SALE START DATE 23.11.2021

III CLARIFICATION START DATE 23.11.2021

IV BID SUBMISSION START DATE 27.11.2021

V CLARIFICATION END DATE 18.12.2021

VI PRE-BID MEETING DATE 27.11.2021

VII DOCUMENT DOWNLOAD/SALE END DATE 23.12.2021

VIII BID SUBMISSION END DATE 23.12.2021

IX DATE AND TIME OF BID OPENING 27.12.2021

New Delhi
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DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF N.C.T. DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (PROJECT) W-IX,

ASHOK VIHAR, OVERHEAD TANK: DELHI-110052
Tel: 011-27303265 Email id: projectwater9@gmail.com

“STOP CORONA : WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”
SHORT NOTICE N.I.T. NO. 04 (2021-22)

Sd/- (Naresh Kumar Dargan)
Executive Engineer (Project) Water-IX

ISSUED BY PRO (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 664 (2021-22)

SN Name of work Amount put
to Tender

(Rs.)

Earnest
Money
(Rs.)

Tender
Fees (Rs.)

(non-
refundable)

Date of Release
of Tender in

e-procurement
solution

Last date/time of
submission of tender

through e- procurement
solution

Tender ID

1. Augmentation of water supply through
extraction of ground water by boring &
installation of 25 nos. tube-wells with
construction of tube wells rooms,
distribution mains etc. at Nangloi WTP
complex under EE (Project)W-IX

5,46,76,784/- Exempted
(Annexure

-6 to be
submitted)

1500/- 26.11.2021 09.12.2021 upto 03.00 PM 2021_DJB_211629_1

Note: Any further amendment/corrigendum made in this NIT will be uploaded and can only be seen on website http;//govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (WB)-I
DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI

ROOM NO. 31, B-BUILDING, JHANDEWALAN, NEW DELHI-110005.
Phone: 09558007601, E-mail Id:- djbwaterbody@gmail.com

“STOP CORONA, WEAR FACE MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

PRESS NIT No. 11/WB-I/2021-22

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Sl.
No.

Name of Work Estimated Contract
Value (ECV)/

Amount put to
tender

Earnest
Money
(EMD)

Tender
Fee

Date of Release of
tender in E-

Procurement Solution
& Tender ID No.

Last Date/ Time of
receipt of tender
E- Procurement

Solution
01 Rejuvenation of 22 No. Water

Bodies on DBO Basis in various
parts of Delhi under EE(WB)-I

DBO Basis NIL ` 1500/- 26.11.2021
2021_DJB_211605_1

22.12.2021
At

03:00 PM

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (WB)-I

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 666 (2021-22)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (TENDERING) M-3
DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI

H-BLOCK : SECTOR-15 : ROHINI : DELHI-89
E-mail Id:- eetenderingm3.djb@gmail.com

“STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”
PRESS NIT No. 33 (2021-22)

Press Notice Tender

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

S.
No.

Name of Work Amount put to
Tender/

Estimated cost

Tender
Fee

Date of release of
tender procurement

solution/ I.D. No.

Last date/ time of
receipt of bid through

e-procurement solution
1. Boring and Installation of tube wells at Qutubgarh

UGR, Sultanpur Dabas UGR and Shahbad Dairy
UGR in AC-07, Bawana under ACT (M)-3.

Rs. 46,03,761/- Rs.
500/-

26.11.2021
2021_DJB_211631_1

07.12.2021
Upto

3:00 PM

Sd/- (SUDHIR KUMAR)
Executive Engineer (T) M-3

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 670 (2021-22)

Gist of e-tender
NIT No: MHCHD/TS /2021-22/206/e-tendering

Dated:-23.11.2021
For and on behalf of the Governor of Jammu and Kashmir state, e-tenders, valid for 180 days, are invited from the Original

equipment manufacturers of Lifts or their authorized dealers/ representatives or Registered/ reputed and experienced firms for
the following works-

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL HOSPITAL AND CENTRAL

HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR
--------Telefax:- 0194-2496089, Email ID:- xenmhchdk@yahoo.in--------

AA accorded vide:-Haj/2022/263/205/206 Dt:-22.11.2021
Technical sanction vide:SEMK/TS/12 Dt:-23.11.2021
1. Downloading of Bids:- The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities

(B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen from the departmental website www.jkten-
ders.gov.in from 24.11.2021(18.00 hrs) and can be downloaded from 24.11.2021 (18.00 hrs).

2. Uploading: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site from 26.11.2021 (10.00 hrs) to
07.12.2021 (15:00hrs) in two (02) covers.

3. Opening of Bids:- The bids received upto due date and time shall be opened on 08.12.2021 (15.00 hrs ) or any date con-
venient to the department in the office of Executive Engineer, MHCHD, Srinagar.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

MHCHD, Srinagar.

Name of Work Est. Cost Cost of Earnest Time of Position of
(Rs. in Lacs) T/Doc. Money Completion AAA/Funds

(In rupees) (In Lacs) (in months)

1 2 3 4 5 6

44.00 1000 0.90 1.5 AvailableSupply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Two (02)
No. 15 Passenger MRL Lifts(G 3) along with allied civil/elec-
trical works including CMC for 02 years post Two years of
defect liability period at HAJ House Bemina, Srinagar

No: MHCHD/TS/7100-04
Dt:23.11.2021
DIPK-13451

GIST of e-NIT No: MHCHD/TS /2021-22/207/e-tendering
Dated: 24.11.2021

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu and Kashmir state, e-tenders, valid for 180
days, are invited from the Registered , reputed & experienced firms as detailed in the NIT for
below mentioned works:

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL HOSPITAL AND CENTRAL

HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR

--------Telefax:- 0194-2496089, Email ID:- xenmhchdk@yahoo.in--------

1. The Tender document Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q),
Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Govt. website
www.jktenders.gov.in from 24.11.2021 (18.00 hrs).

2. The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site from 25.11.2021 (10.00 hrs) to
07.12.2021 (14:00 hrs) in two (02) covers.

3. The bid uploaded on the Web Site up to due date and time will be opened on 08.12.2021 (14.00 hrs) or any date
convenient to the department in the Office of Executive Engineer, MHCHD, Srinagar.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

MHCHD, Srinagar.

Name of Work Estimated Cost of Time of TS No: AA Position of EMD
Cost T/Doc. Completion Accorde of Funds (LACS)

(In Lacs) (In rupees) (in days) Vide

1 2 3 4 5 6

22.00 1000 20 Available 0.44Supply, Installation, Testing and
Commissioning of Lighting
arrestor system for various Govt.
buildings falling under jurisdic-
tion of MED, Kashmir.

No: MHCHD/ TS/ 7133-36
Dt:-24.11.2021
DIPK-13610

MHCHD/
TS/126

Dt: 10/21

MED/K/
TS/02,

Dt: 23-10-2021
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Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

I,YashikaBansal D/oSushil
Bansal R/o-H.No.Flat
No.26,AgrohaKunjApartment,
Sector-13,Rohini, Delhi-
110085,have changedmyname
toAnaisha Jain.

I,KmKabitaDevi,W/oKamalkant
PandeyR/o-C-5/712,Surender
ColonyPart-1 Jharoda,Majraa
Delhi-110084,have changedmy
name toKavita Panday, for
all,purposes

II,,TTrriibbhhuuwwaann S/OHridyanand
Prasad, R/o 583 , Sector - 3 .
VikasNagar , Lucknow ,Uttar
Pradesh - 226022, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownas
TribhuwanKumar. 70762908-1

I,DIVYA, D/O.MAHENDRA LAL
BISHNOI, ADD-C-12F, DELHI-
POLICE APARTMENTS MAYUR-
VIHAR PH-1 DELHI-110091,
Changed My name to DIVYA
BISHNOI,for all,future purposes.

0040593548-10

II,,RRaakkeesshh Jain S/O-Jai Narayan
Jain,R/OWZ-585A,Near-Jain
Mandir-PalamVillage,Delhi-
110045,have changedmyname
toRakeshKumar Jain.

0040593548-6

II,,PPrreeeettppaall SinghS/O.Harcharan
SinghR/O.WZ-15A/3, plot no.
23A,Mangal bazar-road,
Vishnu-garden, NewDelhi-
110018,have changedmyname
toPritpal Singh,for all
purposes. 0040593548-3

II,,PPaarrmmeeeett SinghKhalsa S/o
SatnamSinghR/o-J-220/4,
Vishnu-GardenNew-Delhi-
110018,have changedmyname
toParmeet Singh. 40593566-5

II,,NNiihhaarriikkaaD/oShri.Shrawan
KumarArora, R/o-K-21
Sriniwaspuri, NewDelhi-110065
havechangedmyName to
NiharikaArora,forAll Future
Purposes 0040593482-1

II,,NNaaggeennddrraaDuttNautiyal,S/o
Late.Baij RamNautiyal,R/oAir-
Force Station-Sarsawa,
Saharanpur-247232,Have
Changedmyname to
NagendraDattNautiyal,for all,
futurepurposes. 40593548-4

II,,MMoohhddNaimS/OGhulamMohd
R/O.A-237, Near-Chhoti
Masjid,NewRanjeetNagar,
New-Delhi-110008,Have
ChangedmyName toNaeem.

0040593548-2

II,,MMaanniikk ray,S/o-saroj gopal ray
Address-flat.no-4007,B-5&6
VasantKunjNewDelhi-110070,
Changedmyname toManik
Roy. 0040593548-9

II,,LLiisshhaaAryaD/OSanjayArya,
W/OHimanshuMaggoR/O-E-
53 SouthAnarkali,Krishna
NagarDelhi-110051,Have
ChangedMyNameToLisha
Maggo. 0040593566-6

II,,KKMM SavitaMaurya,D/O-
MulchandMaurya,R/O-16/73,
Room.no.8,Block-U,DLFPhase-
3,Gurgaon-122002, Haryana
havechangedmyname to
SavitaMaurya (bothare same
persons)permanently.

0040593566-4

II,,GGaauuttaammPrakash/Gautam
Yadav,S/o-Jaipal Singh
Yadav,residing-A-225, 3rd
and,4th-Floor, street.No.1,
Near,NandaHospital,
Chattarpur Extension,Delhi,
have changed,myname to
GautamPrakashYadav,for
all,purposes 0040593555-1

II,,GGOOUURRAAVV SINGH,S/O
SHAMSHERSINGH,R/o.H-15,
SRIJAN-VIHAR,NYAY-KHAND-
2,INDIRAPURAM,GHAZIABAD,
U.P-201014, changedmyname
toGAURAVSINGH. 40593566-1

II,,DDiivvyyaaBansal D/oPawanKumar
BansalW/oPrashant Poddar
R/o-Q-302, JMD-Garden,Sohna-
Road,Sector-33,Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001, have changed
myname toDivyaPoddar,
since-08.03.2010. 40593566-3

II,,DDIIVVYYAANNKKKANOJIA, S/O.
DEVRAJADD-A6/89,AIR INDIA
COLONYVASANTVIHAR-1,
SOUTH-WESTDELHI 110057,
changedmyname toDIVYANK,
for all futurepurposes.

0040593548-1

II,,BBiillaallAhmadS/o-RaisAhmad
R/o-3358, Kucha Jalal Bukhari,
BazarDelhi Gate, Daryaganj,
Delhi-110002,have changedmy
name toSyedBilal Ahmad, for
all purposes. 0040593548-5

II,,RRAAJJEEEEVV SHARMAS/O
VIRENDERSHARMAR/O-19/20-
ATILAK-NAGARDELHI-
110018,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETORAJIV SHARMA.

0040593548-7

II,,AAssssaadd S/OWahidHusainR/O-
A-26DDAColonyNew Jafrabad
Delhi HaveChangedMyName
ToAsadWahid ForAll
Purposes. 0040593566-7

II,,AAmmaannddeeeepp,, S/o-Gurdeep
Singh,Ho.no-776,near-vidya
mandir-school sector-15A,
escorts-nagar Faridabad
Haryana-121007.Changedmy
name toAmandeepSingh
Pabla. 0040593548-8

II,,AANNSSHHUUMMAANNII,,SS//OO..NNIITTIISSHH
KUMARADD-FLAT.NO-707,
TOWER-T-10,RPSSAVANA
SECTOR-88,FARIDABAD
HARYANA-121002, changedmy
name toANSHUMANI SHARMA.
Permanantly. 0040593561-1

II,,kimat kaurW/oTotaSinghR/o-
N-140, VishnuGarden, Delhi-
110018, havechangedmyname
toKulvinderKaur. 40593555-7

II,,Yashwant S/oKaranSinghR/o
X-11A,MeghdutamApartment,
Sec-50,NoidaGautamBuddha
Nagar-201301U.P.,have
changedmyname toYashwant
Singh for all futurepurposes

0070762936-1

II,,SohanLal S/O Jagmal Singh,
R/o 58, Bharolanwali,
Hanspur(112), Fatehabad,
Haryana - 125051, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasSohan
SinghRathore. 0070762914-1

IIVidhi D/oSubhashChander
ChawlaR/o F-556, SaritaVihar,
NewDelhi-76 have changedmy
name toVidhi Chawla for all
purposes. 0040593515-1

I AnjanaKumari Pathania w/o
Ajay SinghPathania, R/o WZ-66,
RamGarhColony, 2nd floor,
RameshNagar,westDelhi, Delhi
-110015Have changedmyname
toAnjanaSingh. 0040593097-2

II,,Siddula Pinki ,W/O Janga
RameshR/oH.No- 46-602,
Chintal, BhagathsinghNagar,
QutubullapurMandal, Ranga
ReddyDistrict, Hyderabad, Pin
Code- 500054 . have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownas JangaRajitha

0070762920-1

II,,Siddarth Tewari S/OAshwani
Tewari, R/o 88/3, PremNagar,
KanpurUttar Pradesh - 208001,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
Siddarth Shankar Tewari.

0070762907-1

II,,ShravanKumarArora S/o Late
Shri.JummaRam,R/o-K-21
Sriniwaspuri,NewDelhi-
110065, have changedmyname
toShrawanKumarArora,forAll
FuturePurposes 0040593482-2

II,,SarikaGupta,W/o-Sanjeev
Gupta residing-187/1, Pocket
A-3,Sector-7, Rohini, Delhi,
have changedmyname to
SarikaGarg,for all purposes.

0040593555-5

II,,Rajiv Kumar S/oSudershan
MalhotraR/o-Flat.No-915,
Plot.No-1,Supertech-Avant
GardeSec-5, Vaishali,
GhaziabadU.P-201010, have
changedmyname toRajiv
KumarMalhotraPermanently

0040593482-3

II,,Rajendra Sharma,S/o-Kailash
ChandraR/o-R-128A, Vani
Vihar,UttamNagar, Delhi-
110059,haveChangedmyname
toRajinderKumar Sharma.

0040593555-3

II,,ROHTASHS/OShriMAHENDER,
R/O1/6116, GroundFloor, Gali
No 1,Old 1334, PlotNo.20,
KH.No.372, East RohtashNagar,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032,
declare thatmynameROTASH
andDOB01-01-1978 hasbeen
wronglymentioned inmyDL
No. P05102005295809. The
actual nameofmine is
ROHTASHandD.O.B. 22 June
1978,whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0040593509-1

II,,PriyankaW/oSourabhKumar
BhamiR/oC-57, Sec-21, Noida,
G.B.Nagar, UP-201301, confirm
that PriyankaandPriyanka
Bhamibothnamearebelongs
to samePerson. 0070762949-1

II,,MukeshKumarShokeenS/o
LateNandRamShokeenR/o-C-
474, Vikaspuri, N.Delhi-110018,
have changedmyname to
MukeshShokeenpermanently.

0040593566-2

II,,MukeshKumar Jolly,R/o-131,
AnandKunj,VikasPuri, Delhi-
110018,have changedmyson’s
nameMohneesh Jolly,to
Vishesh Jolly,for all purposes.

0040593555-4

II,,MonikaMangal D/OKrishan
KumarR/O504, Tower 7, Lotus
Boulevard, Sector 100, Noida,
UPhave changedmyname to
MonikaGarg for all purposes.

0070762923-1

II,,KanchanGautam,w/oPravesh
KumarR/o-927/2, Paschim
Puri, Delhi-63,have changedmy
name tokanchan. 40593555-6

II,,Gurmeet SinghS/oTrilok
SinghKapoorR/oPlot.No:-227,
Flat.No-3/1, Niti Khand-1,
Indirapuram,Ghaziabad,
U.P.,have changedmyname to
Gurmeet SinghKapoor for all
futurepurposes. 70762954-1

II,,Bablu SinghS/ODharmveer
Singh, R/oNagalaPadam,
Aligarh, Gabhana, Uttar
Pradesh - 202132, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasVaibhav
Singh. 0070762904-1

II,,AdityaKumar S/OOmPrakash
Richhariya, R/o 233, Behind
GovemmentHospital,
NadeeparNeharuNagar,
Mauranipur, Jhansi, Uttar
Pradesh - 284204, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasAditya
KumarRichhariya. 70762917-1

IIhitherto knownasSHWETA
DUBEYalias SHWETAMISRA
d/oVIJAYBHARATMISRAR/o
FLATNO. I-1003, SKYTECH
MATROTT, SECTOR-76, NOIDA
201304have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asSHWETAMISRA. 40593499-1

IIVipul S/oRajender KumarR/o
HouseNo-6087, Khasapura,
Rewari, Haryana-123401, have
changedmyname toVipul
Verma 0070762927-1

IIVedpal SinghS/oVirendra
SinghR/oManpurNagria,
Kasganj, Uttar Pradesh-207402,
have changedmyname to
VinayPratap 0070762930-1

IIRajiv KumarChopraaliasRajiv
ChopraaliasRajiv Kumar S/o
Late Sh. NarainDassR/oHouse
No.128, Punjabi ColonyNarela,
MamoorPur, Narela, North
WestDelhi, Delhi-110040 have
changedmyname toRajiv
Kumar for all purposes.

0040593456-2

IINikhat perweenR/o F-12-A,
prasadimohalla , new
usmanpurnorth east delhi ,
Delhi-110053 have changedmy
minor child nameaged15
years fromSahabkalim to
Shahabkalim 0070762945-1

IIAparnaMudgilW/O,Hari
KishanR/oVpo- Jhamri, Distt-
Jhajjar, Haryana, Pin -124142
have changedmyname to
AparnaKaushik for all
purposes. 0040593480-1

II,,Anil KumarVermaS/OShri R.
S. VermaR/OFlatNo. C-1701,
FusionHomesGH-05A, Greater
NoidaWest, UP-201009, have
changedmyname toAnil
Verma. 0040593561-11

IIMangeshGundale S/o
MurlidharUdhavGundaleR/o
1105,MemoryTower, Vatika
SevenLamps, Sector-82,
Gurgaon, Vatika IndiaNext,
Sikanderpur, Gurgaon,Haryan-
122004, have changedmyname
toMangeshMurlidharGundale

0070762925-1

II KanikaMittal D/oSh. Satender
Mittal R/o 2263, TempleBagichi
Raghunath, Sadar Bazar, Delhi-
110006 have changedmyname
toKanickaMiittal for all
purposes. 0040593456-3

II AvantikaD/oParveenChadha
R/oWZ-423D1, Gali No.24,Shiv
Nagar Janakpuri,WestDelhi-58
have changedmyname to
AvantikaChadha for all
purposes. 0040593515-2

II Anjali SharmaW/oMahesh
KumarR/oHouseNo-520A,
WardNo-6, PoultryArea,
Nilokheri, Karnal, Haryana-
132117, have changedmyname
toMamtaSharma 70762897-1

EEaarrlliieerrmynamewasNeelam
Verma, in future, I shouldbe
known-asNeelamSinghW/o
YogendraSinghR/oH.No. J-283
Sector Beta-2GreaterNoida
GautamBudhNagarUP-201310.

0070762938-1

II,,SSaannjjaayyKumar,hereby
declare,thatmyname,has
beenchanged,fromSanjay
Kumar,to SanjayBhatnagar,in
future I,will be known,as
SanjayBhatnagar,R/o-F-2,
6/90,sec-2,RajenderNagar,
sahibabadGhaziabad,U.P.

0040593555-2
I,KIRANARYAD/ONANDLAL,R/O
HNO.5,BLOCK-22,SHAKTI
NAGAR,MALKAGANJ,DELHI-
110007.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOKIRAN.

I,AjayBirla S/o-Rajender
PrashadBirla R/o-78,Harsh
Vihar,Pitampura,Delhi-
110034,have changedmyname
toAjayKumarBirla.

I,KamleshMehata,S/oYashPaul
MehtaR/o-F014,RichmondPark,
DLF,Phase-4, Gurgaon,Haryana-
122009,changedmyname to
KamleshMehta.

I,MANOJKUMARS/O
DHIRANDERSAHR/OE-
98,GALINO.8,NITI-VIHAR,KIRARI
SULEMAN-NAGAR,DELHI-
110086.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
MANOJKUMARSHAH.

I,PUJAGOELD/OVIJAYKUMAR
GOYALR/OHNO.2597,II-
FLOOR,HUDSONLINE,
KINGSWAY-CAMP,DELHI-
110009.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOPOOJAGOEL.

I,WAIZABEGAMW/O-
MOHAMMEDASLAMR/o.A-57,
Top-Floor, OkhlaVihar, Okhla,
South-Delhi,Delhi-110025,have
changedmyname toMOINUN
NISA.

I,KULVINDERSINGHS/O
HARBAKSHSINGHBINDRA,R/o-
5/7/11 SECOND-FLOORGEETA-
COLONYDELHI-110031,have
changedmyname toKULJINDER
SINGHBINDRA.

I,ANANDAMOHAN
CHOWDHURY,S/OSARASI
MOHANCHOWDHURY, R/
FLAT.NO-2RM157-AGDAFLATS
RAJINDER-NAGAR,SECTOR-2
SAHIBABAD-GHAZIABAD-
201005,have changedmyname
toANANDACHOWDHURY.

I, KHUSHIDUAD/OVIKASDUA
R/O173-B LIG FLATSRAJOURI-
GARDEN,NEWDELHI-
110027,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETODIVITADUA.

I,NitaDutia,W/oDharmeshDutia
R/o- 28/14,GF,Shakti-Nagar,
Delhi-7,have changedmyname
toNitaDharmeshDutia.

I, Rajni Aneja,D/oRamesh
KumarAnejaR/o.
H.No.1247,HousingBoard-
Colony, Sector-18,
Faridabad,have changedmy
name toRajni.

I,GARIMAD/o-Ramdeva
BhushanRaj R/o- 2093,Sector-
16,Faridabad,Haryana-121002,
have changemyname to
GARIMARAMDEV,for all
purposes.

I,BHAVISHRAJ S/o-Ramdeva
BhushanRaj Pushpraj,R/o-
2093,Sector-16, Faridabad,
Haryana-121002,have change
myname toBHAVISHRAMDEVA,
for all purposes.

I,MeharbanSinghMatharu,S/o
Raghuvir SinghMatharu,R/o-27-
A,Upper,Second-Floor, Vikas-
Vihar, Nilothi,Delhi-110041,have
changedmyname toMeharban
Singh.

I,SatishChander S/oRamGopal
GuptaR/o 96, AmbicaVihar,
Paschim-Vihar, Delhi-
110087,have changedmyname
toSatishChandraGupta.

I,PAWAN KUMAR
VERMA/PAWANKRVERMAS/O
KAWARSINGHR/O.
HNO.2378/27,MANDI-
EXTN,NARELA, DELHI-
110040.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOPAWANKUMAR.

I,MANMOHAN,S/O ISWAR
CHANDR/OHOUSENO-4
SECTOR-6,BAHADURGARH
(HRY)HAVECHANGEDMYNAME
TOMANMOHANBANSAL.

I,SeemaBirla,W/oPushpender
DuggalAddD-329,Moti
Bagh,NewDelhi-110021,
changedmyname toSeema.

I,MaheshAggarwal S/o
DamodarDassR/o-274,Old
Post,Office,Street Chotta
Bazar,ShahdaraDelhi-
110032,inform thatmyname
MaheshGuptaandMahesh
Aggarwal bothname
are,same,person.

MMyyoriginal-allotment letter and
recommendation-letter of
Plot-No.20, Pocket-1,Sector-
9A,Narela,NewDelhi In the
nameLateKulbhushanMittal
havebeen lost.Finder contact:-
VinitaGargD/o,Late
KulbhushanMittal R/o-F-202,
Rashmi-Apptt., Harsh-Vihar,
Pitampura,DelhiMobile-
No.9871335558. 40593566-10

II,, LakshayGupta S/oSh. Sushil
KumarGuptaR/oE-1/2, Old 12,
KhasraNo. 23/1/1, 24/1, E-
Block, 40 FootaRoad, Bharat
Vihar, Begumpur, NorthWest
Delhi-110086dohereby
solemnly inform that I have
lostmyOriginal College IDCard
&First SemesterMarksheet of
Diploma inMechanical
Engineering issuedbyBoardof
Technical EducationDelhi &
Roll No-1804131621 fromGuru
NanakDev Institute of
Technology, Rohini. If found
please contactMr Lakshay#
9310742630. 0040593438-1

LLoosstt Original-RegistryAnd
D.L.F.Deedof Property.No.F-
13/4KrishnaNagar,Delhi-
110051,FounderMay Inform,
Nawal KishorKapoorAnd
KuldeepKapoorBoth S/OBrij
NathKapoor#7600318262.

0040593566-12

IItt is notified thatOriginal Lease
Deedof ShopNo.27,
BhamashahMarket, Kamla
Nagar,Delhi hasbeen
lost.Ashwani Kumar, BU-
179,Pitampura,Delhi.

0040593566-11

PUBLIC NOTICE
“It is notified for the information of the
public at large that our clients Mr. Kuljish
Rana, RK Rana, Partap Rana, R/o. E-6,
R D Apartment, Plot 20, Sec-6, Dwarka,
New Delhi - 75 are interested in selling,
dealing, collaborating, developing either
partly or fully the Land bearing Khewat
No. 378 Mustil No. 13 Killa No.12min (7
-1) 13/1(5-8) and Khewat No. 545 Mustil
No 13 Killa No 11/3min(0-3), 18/1 (3-4),
17/2 (0-8) Total 16 Kanal 01 Marla situ-
ated at village Bajghera Tehsil & District
- Gurugram recorded in revenue record
vide mutation no. 1933 (“the Property”),
presently owned and possessed by our
client. If any person/Institution, has any
interest or right of any sort in the above
property and/or has any objection with
regard to intended transaction of the
above property by our clients, then, the
objections, if any, should reach the under-
signed within 30 days of the publication of
this notice. If no such objection or claim is
received within the stipulated period of 30
days, then it shall be presumed that there
is no claim/objection of any third party in
the above property and our clients shall
be free to deal with the property to any
prospective buyer, collaborator, developer
etc. and no claim/objection thereafter shall
come in the way of our client with respect
to his title in the property.

SATYENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Ch. No. 631, Lawyers Chamber Block

Dwarka Court Complex
New Delhi-110075

Mobile: +91-9354056695

PUBLIC NOTICE
“It is notified for the information of General
Public that my clients (1) SHRI DIMAGI LAL
PANDIT (KUMHAR) S/O LATE RAJBANSI
PANDIT (KUMHAR) & (2) SMT. SHAYMDI
DEVI W/O SHRI DIMAGI LAL PANDIT
(KUMHAR) BOTH R/O WZ-68-A, OM NIWAS
COMPLEX, JAWALA HERI MARKET, NEW
DELHI-110063 have severed all their
relations and connections with their son
AVDHESH PRASAD and his wife SMT. INDU
DEVI, because they are out of control of my
clients and have debarred them from their all
movable and immovable properties”
“Any body deals with them at his/ her/ their
own risk, cost and expenses. My clients shall
neither liable and responsible for their acts,
deeds and things under any circumstances”.

Sd/- (DAYA NAND)
ADVOCATE

Office: S.R.II B Campus,
Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to general public at large
that my clients Iftekhar Ahmad aged
about 54 years, s/o Mukhtar Ahmad,
R/o H.No. D-13, Irshad Garden, Garima
Garden, Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, U.P-
201005 has disowned and severed all
relation from his son namely Mr. Akib
Javed and also debbared/him from all
his moveable/ immovable property (ies)
due to his behavior towards my client.
My client shall not be responsible for
any acts deeds done by him and
anyone dealing with him shall be on
their risk and consequences.

Sd/-
Firoz Ahmed (Advocate)

Ch. No. 619, Patiala House
New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known that my client Neelam
Gulati, R/o M-93 & M-80, Hari Nagar,
Clock Tower, New Delhi-64, have
disowned and severe all relationship
with her son namely Mohit Gulati, his
wife Mandeep Kaur and their children
and have debarred them from her
movable and immovable properties/
assets acquired or to be acquired
because of their mis-behaviour &
conduct and their nature is being
disobedient. Any person dealing and
having relation with them in any manner
shall be at their own risk, cost &
consequences. Hereafter my client shall
not be responsible for any act and deed
or conduct of the aforesaid.

PRAVESH BAHUGUNA (Advocate)
Off. F-12A (LGF), Kailash Colony, N.D-48

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, SANTOSH KAPUR W/O INDERJIT KAPUR
R/O AH-86, SHALIMAR BAGH, DELHI-110088
IS THE OWNER OF PROPERTY NO. AH-86,
SHALIMAR BAGH, DELHI AND I HAVE LOST/
MISPLACE THE ORIGINAL PERPETUAL
LEASE DEED (CANCELLED) AND
PREVIOUS SALE DOCUMENTS OF
PROPERTY NO. AH-86, SHALIMAR BAGH,
DELHI-110088 (FILE SIGNED BY NARINDER
NATH S/O DEVI PARSAD IN FAVOUR OF
ASHOK KUMAR S/O SH. TRILOK CHAND ON
02.02.1982 AND FILE SIGNED BY ASHOK
KUMAR S/O SH. TRILOK CHAND IN FAVOUR
OF SANTOSH KAPUR W/O SH. INDERJIT
KAPUR ON 23.12.1982). AN FIR Vide LR No.
978917/2021 dated 26.11.2021 has Lodged in
P.S. Crime Branch Delhi for loss of documents.
Any person(s), claiming any right, interest,
having any objection or found in possession of
original document, may write/ contact with
above named person at above address/ phone
No. 9811586051 within 15 days from the date
of publication of this notice.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public that Original
Share Certificate no. NK, Membership no. 117
of Harpal Singh a member of Suvidha
Cooperative Group Housing Society having
address at 272, Suvidha Apartments, Plot GH-
10, Sector-56, Gurugram 122011 has been
lost/ misplaced. The member of the Society has
applied for duplicate share.

The Society hereby invites claims and
objections from claimants/ objector or objectors
for issuance of duplicate Share Certificate
within the period of 14 (fourteen) days from
publication of this notice, with copies of such
documents and other proofs in support of
his/her/their claims/ objections for issuance of
duplicate Share Certificate to the Secretary of
Suvidha Cooperative Group Housing Society. If
no claims/ objections are received within the
period prescribed above, the Society shall be
free to issue duplicate Share Certificate in such
manner as is provided under the bye-laws of the
Society. The claims/ objection, if any, received
by the Society shall be dealt with in the manner
provided under the bye-laws of the Society.

Sd/- VATAN SHARMA
En. No. D/3887/2020 ADVOCATE

Chamber No. 1221, Lawyers Ch. Block,
Rohini Court, Delhi-110085

“PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby
informed that my client Smt.
Gursharan Kaur W/o Late Sh.
Rajinder Pal Singh R/o
House No. 12/165, Upper
Ground Floor, Geeta Colony,
Gandhi Nagar, Delhi-110031
has severed all her relations
from her son Manvinder
Singh & daughter in-law
Kawaljeet Kaur with
immediate effect and has
also debarred both above
named her son and daughter
in-law from all her movable
and immovable properties as
my client has no control over
them. If any body deals with
them in any manner in future
shall do it at his/her own risks
& consequences resulting
therefrom and my client shall
not be responsible for any
Act/Deed of her above
named son & daughter in-law,
in future in any manner.

Sd/- Rajbir Bansal
Advocate

Off: WZ-159-A,
Gali No.3, Tihar Village,

New Delhi-110018”

PUBLIC NOTICE
“This is for the information of general
public that my client Sh. Gajendra Singh
S/o Late Dalip Singh R/o WZ-1086-F,
Second Floor, Basai Darapur, Ramesh
Nagar, New Delhi-110015, has disowned
and debarred his son ANURAG SINGH
from all his movable and immovable
properties with immediate effect and
severed all his relations and connections
with him, because he is out of control of
my client and misbehave with him.
Anybody dealing with him shall do so at
his own risk and responsibilities thereto
and my client and his family shall be in
no way responsible for any act, deeds
and things done by him.

Sd/- M.K. JHA ADVOCATE
G.F. SR.-II, Authority Building, Distt.

Centre, Janak Puri, New Delhi-110058

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER26

THERESERVEBankof India(RBI)
hasmaintainedstatusquoonthe
issue of corporate entry into the
banking space. The central bank
hasoptedneithertoacceptnorre-
ject the proposal of an Internal
WorkingGroup (IWG)of theRBI
that large corporate houses
should be allowedaspromoters
of banks “only after necessary
amendments” to the Banking
RegulationsAct,1949.
TheRBI,whichaccepted21out

of 33 recommendations of the

IWG,didnot commenton the is-
sueofgrantingbankinglicenceto
bigcorporatehouses.
The IWG said this (amend-

menttofacilitatecorporateentry)
is todealwithconnectedlending
andexposuresbetweenthebanks
andotherfinancialandnon-finan-
cialgroupentitiesandstrengthen-
ingofthesupervisorymechanism
forlargeconglomerates,including
consolidatedsupervision.
Initsreportonthe‘Ownership

Guidelines and Corporate
StructureforIndianPrivateSector
Banks’, released in November
2020,IWGhasproposedthat“the
RBImay examine thenecessary

legal provisions thatmaybe re-
quired todealwith all concerns”
ontheissueofgrantinglicenceto

bigcorporatehouses.
“Theminimumrequirement

on track recordof experience of
promotingentity, including for a
convertingNBFC,maycontinueat
10yearsforuniversalbanksand5
yearsforsmallfinancebanks,”the
RBI said. IWGsaidwell-run large
NBFCs, with an asset size of Rs
50,000croreandabove,including
thosewhichareownedbyacor-
poratehouse,maybeconsidered
forconversionintobanksprovided
theyhave completed10years of
operationsandmeettheduedili-
gencecriteriaandsatisfytheaddi-
tional conditions specified in this
regard.TheRBIacceptedthepro-

posalthatitmayconsiderputting
inplacea tighter, bank-like regu-
latoryframeworkforlargeNBFCs.
While theRBIhasdecided to

accept 21 recommendations
(somewithpartialmodifications,
theremainingrecommendations
are under examination, the RBI
said.TheRBIalsoacceptedtherec-
ommendationthatthecaponpro-
moters’stakeinlongrunof15years
shouldberaisedfromthecurrent
levelsof15percentto26percent
ofthepaid-upvotingequityshare
capitalof thebank.Itsaidsmallfi-
nance banks should be listed
withineightyearsfromthedateof
commencementofoperations.

OKAYSIWGSUGGESTIONTORAISECAPONPROMOTERSTAKEINLONGRUNOF15YRS

SANDEEPSINGH
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

ASCONCERNSmountedover
a new Covid variant, the
Sensexfellover1,688points,or
2.87percenttocloseat57,107
while theNifty50 lost 509.8
points,or2.91percent,toclose
at17,026onFriday.

Whyisitfalling?
If rising Covid cases in

Europeandothergeographies
and its impact on
economic recovery
is one factor, a fresh
concern over new
Covid variant in
South Africa has
raised fresh con-
cerns in Indiaandabroadand
has unnerved the markets
onceagain. Besides, rising in-
flation in theUSandexpecta-
tionsofUSFederalReservego-
inginforfasterthanexpected
tapering of its stimulus pro-
grammeandearlier thanex-
pectedhike in interest rates is
another factors that is impact
the markets in emerging
economies.
IftheUSincreasesthepace

ofwrapping its stimuluspro-
grammeandstartsincreasing
rates earlier thanexpected, it
would lead to an outflowof
funds from emerging
economies, including India,
whichwouldimpactthestock
markets. Over the last three

trading sessions, FPIs have
pulled out anet of Rs 14,700
crorefromIndianequitiesand
therebyresulting inthesharp
declineinindices.

Willtheweakness
continue?
Whilethebroadeconomic

fundamentals remain intact
andmarketsmay rise in the
mediumtolongterm,theyare
likelytoremainunderpressure
overthecomingweeksonac-
countofthefactorsmentioned

above. If expensive
valuations were a
concern,afreshspike
inCovidcasesacross
Europe and a new
strain areweighing
onsentiment.

Whatshouldinvestorsdo?
Expertssaidthedeclinein

markets, drivenbynear-term
concerns, is something that
shouldnotbotherinvestorstoo
much.Marketparticipantssaid
asdomestic economic recov-
ery remainson track and the
paceofvaccinationsinIndiais
good,marketsshouldhitfresh
highsgoingforward.Theysay
thesedips should be seen as
entrypointsbyinvestorswho
areunderweight onequities.
Long-term investors should
notselltheirholdingsinpanic
andonlydo so if their targets
havebeenmet,andtheyarein
needoffunds. Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

MARKETSWATCH
EQUITY INDICES

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

THEGROUPofMinisters consti-
tuted to review the current rate
slab structure under theGoods
andServicesTax(GST)regimehas
deferred its final meeting on
November 27 todiscuss various
proposals for rate rationalisation
andmeasures to shore up rev-
enues. Theministerial panel is
nowexpected todirectly submit
itsreporttotheGSTCouncil,which
maynotreflecttheconcernsraised
by somestates over recommen-
dationsofmajorratetweaksbyan
officer-levelfitmentcommittee.
Theofficer-levelfitmentcom-

mittee is learnt to have recom-
mended raisingof tax rates from
5percentto7percentand18per
centto20percent,forwhichsome

statefinanceministershadraised
concernsoverimpactofsuchma-
jor ratechanges.Somestateshad
citedconcernsabouttheinflation-
aryimpactofanysuchmajorrate
hikes, especially in theaftermath
of Covid.With somestateshold-
inganoppositeview,recommen-
dationsofthefitmentcommittee
werenot likely tobeaccepted in
total in the GoMmeeting. The
Council isnowexpectedtoholda
meetinginDecember.

TheGroupofMinisters(GoM)
onraterationalisation,headedby
KarnatakaChiefMinisterBasavaraj
Bommai, also includes West
Bengal principal chief advisor to
theChiefMinisterandthefinance
department AmitMitra, Kerala
FinanceMinister KNBalagopal,
andBiharDeputyChiefMinister
TarkishorePrasad,hadmettwice
sofarandwasscheduledtomeet
onNovember27 toconsider rec-
ommendations of the Fitment
committeeregardingGSTrateand
slabchanges.
Overitslasttwomeetings,the

GoMhasrevieweditemsunderan
inverted duty structure to help
minimise refundpayout. The in-
verteddutystructure,whereinthe
taxrateonoutput is less thanthe
rateoninputs,hasbeencorrected
fortextilesandfootwearbyhiking
theGST rates for them.After the

previous Council meeting in
September,twoministerialpanels
wereconstitutedforspellingouta
blueprintforGSTreforms.Thepan-
els’briefincorporatesanoverarch-
ing mandate: an evaluation of
“specialrates”withinthetaxstruc-
ture,rationalisationmeasuresthat
include“amergerof taxrateslabs
forsimplifyingtheratestructure”,
alongsideareviewof instancesof
inverted duty structure and an
identificationofpotential sources
of evasion to shoreup revenues.
TheGSThasfivekeyslabs:zero,5
per cent, 12per cent, 18per cent
and28percent.Acompensation
cess, rangingbetween1percent
and290percent, is leviedonde-
merit and luxurygoodsoverand
above28percent. Themergerof
12per centand18per cent slabs
wasconsideredearlierbutnever
takenupformallybytheCouncil.

BLACK FRIDAY FEVER
Macy’s,NewYork.Manyretailersopenedtheirdoorsat5am
onBlackFridayaspeopleventuredouttoshop,finding
storeslesscrowdedthaninyearspastamidCovid.Reuters

GST GoM defers meeting, will submit
final report to Council next month

New variant spreads
volatility: The road
ahead for investors

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER26

THE RUPEE Friday plunged 37
paiseto74.89againstthedollaras
amassivesell-offinequities,amid
worriesoveranewvariantofCovid
andcapitaloutflows,hit the forex
marketsentiment.
Thedollarindex,whichgauges

thegreenback’sstrengthagainsta
basketofsixcurrencies,wastrad-
ing0.34percentdownat96.44.If
capitaloutflowscontinue, theru-
peeisexpectedtohitthe75mark.
“It’s thebroad-basedstrength

witnessedinthedollarindexand
thesteepsell-offseenindomestic
equities that has draggeddown
thelocalunittothree-weeklows,”
said Sugandha Sachdeva, VP-
Commodity&CurrencyResearch,
ReligareBroking.
TheUS dollar has been on a

strongrunscalingtoitshighestlev-
elsfortheyearasmarketsarean-
ticipating that theUSFedwill ac-
celerate asset tapering andhike
interest rates aroundmid-2022,

withinflationrunningatlevelsnot
seenindecades.Besides,concerns
about the newhighly-mutated
coronavirusvariantandlockdown
fears in Europe areweighingon
thesentiment.
Thedollarrosearoundoneper

centthisweekmainlytakingcues
fromweakmarketsentimentsand
FPI outflowsespecially after the
newsofdetectionofanewvariant,
saidananalystwithEmkayGlobal
FinancialServices.Meanwhile,gold
pricessurged,trackingaglobalrally
in thepreciousmetalasconcerns
overanewCovidvariantboosted
themetal’ssafe-havenappeal.

DoT asks Starlink to stop bookings

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

THEDEPARTMENTofTelecomm-
unications(DoT)hasreprimanded
Elon Musk’s Starlink Internet
Servicesforpre-sellingandbook-
ingof the satellitebased internet
serviceswithouthavingobtained
thenecessarylicencesinthecoun-
try, andasked it to “refrain from
booking/renderingthesatellitein-
ternet services in Indiawith im-
mediateeffect”.
InapressreleaselateonFriday,

theDoTsaidthatStarlinkInternet

Services,adivisionofSpaceX,was
not “licensed to offer satellite-
basedinternetservicesinIndiabe-
ingadvertisedtothepublic”.
“It is hereby informed to the

public at large that the saidcom-
pany has not obtained any li-
cense/authorizationforrendering
satellite based internet services
that are being booked on their
website. Accordingly, the
Governmenthasasked thecom-
pany to complywith the Indian
regulatoryframeworkforrender-
ing thesatellitebasedcommuni-
cation services and refrain from
booking/renderingthesatellitein-
ternet services in Indiawith im-
mediateeffect,”theDoTsaid.

Starlink did not respond to
queries, seeking its response on
theDoTpress release that asked
thecompanytorefrainfromoffer-
ingpre-salebooking for satellite-
basedinternetservices.Whilethe
option tobooksatellite-based in-
ternet servicewas available for
users in Indiaupuntil a fewdays
ago,thecompany’swebsitedidnot
showtheoptionatthetimeofthe
storybeingwritten.
Earlierthismonth,Starlinkhad

registereditsbusinessinIndiaun-
der a 100 per cent owned sub-
sidiary, Starlink Satellite
CommunicationsPrivateLimited.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

ON LICENCES

■TheRBIdidnot
commentontheissueof
grantingbankinglicence
tobigcorporatehouses

File
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Says‘notalicencee’

Oil crashes 11%
Dowslips2%asvirusspooks investors

REUTERS
NEWYORK,NOVEMBER26

OILPRICESplungedabout $10a
barrelonFriday, their largestone-
daydropsinceApril2020,asanew
Covidvariant spooked investors
andaddedtoconcernsthatasup-
plysurpluscouldswell inthefirst
quarter.Oilfellwithglobalequities
marketsonfearsthevariantcould
dampen economic growth and
fueldemand.BritainandEuropean
countries have restricted travel
fromsouthernAfrica,where the
variant was detected, as re-
searcherssought to findout if the
mutationwasvaccine-resistant.
TheWorldHealthOrganizationhas
designatedthenewvariantas “of
concern,” according to theSouth
Africanhealthminister.
Brent crude fell $8.62, or10.5

percent,to$73.60abarrelby12:45
pmEST(1745GMT).USWestTexas
Intermediate crude was down
$9.36,or11.9percent, at$69.03a
barrel, after Thursday's Thanks-
givingholidayintheUnitedStates.
Both contractswereheading

for their fifthweekof losses and
their steepest falls in absolute
termssinceApril2020,whenWTI
turnednegativeforthefirsttime.
On Wall Street, the Dow

draggedWallStreet’smainindices
loweronFriday, triggeredby the
discoveryof anewandpossibly
vaccine-resistantcoronavirusvari-
ant.At12:45pmET,theDowJones
Industrial Average was down
905.04points,or2.53percent, at
34,899,trackingitsworstdaysince
lateOctober 2020. The S&P500
wasdown106.84points, or2.27
percent,at4,594.62.
The two-year US Treasury

yield,whichtypicallymovesinstep
withinterestrateexpectations,was
down14.2basispointsat0.502,the
sharpestdropsinceMarch2020.

NewYork:Bitcoin tumbled
over 9 per cent on Friday
to$53,551.Ether fellover13
percent.REUTERS

Cryptos down, too

SomestateFMshad
raisedconcernsover
impactofanymajorrate
changes.Somehadalso
citedconcernsabout
inflationaryimpact

COVID IMPACT
BRENT

▼ $73.60 10.5%

DOWJONES

▼ 34,899 2.53%

Asof12:45pmET

NewDelhi: The Tata group is in
talkswiththreestatestoinvestup
to $300million to set upa semi-
conductorassemblyandtestunit,
twosourcessaid.
Tata is talking to TamilNadu,

Karnataka and Telangana and
scouting for land for the out-
sourcedsemiconductorassembly

andtest(OSAT)plant,thesources
said,decliningtobeidentified.
AnOSATplant packages, as-

semblesandtestsfoundry-made
siliconwafers, turning theminto
finished semiconductor chips.
Tatahaslookedatsomepotential
locationsforthefactory,oneofthe
sourcessaid. REUTERS

‘Tata plans chip unit’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER26

THE MINISTRY of Corporate
Affairs (MCA)hasproposed that
financial serviceproviders (FSPs)
undergoing insolvencyproceed-
ingsbeexcludedfromcross-bor-
der proceedings, under a frame-
work for resolutionof distressed
companieswithassetsandliabil-
itiesacrossmultiplejurisdictions.
The draft framework deals

withallowingforeignstakehold-
ers to access Indian insolvency
proceedings,allowingrecognition
offoreigninsolvencyproceedings,
andcooperationbetweendomes-
ticandforeigncourtsduringcross
borderinsolvencyproceedings.

NewDelhi:CommerceMinister
PiyushGoyalsaidthat“afreetrade
deal” isnottheonlywayforward
to boost tradewith the United
States,notingthatthecurrentUS
administrationwasnot inclined
towardsenteringintonewFTAs.
Earlierthisweek,heconclud-

ed ameetingof the TradePolicy
ForumwithUSTradeRepresenta-
tiveKatherineTai.“Katherineand
I discussed this issue at length.
President (Joe)Biden, as apolicy,
believesthefreetradeagreements
(FTAs)thattheUShasenteredinto
overtheyearshavereallynotsig-

nificantly helped or yielded any
results,”GoyalsaidattheRepublic
IndiaEconomicSummitonFriday.

GoyalsaidtheUSmarketwas
“prettymuchopen”forIndianex-
porters. ENS

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

BRIEFLY
Autorickshaws
NewDelhi:Auto-rickshaw
services provided via e-
commerceplatformswillat-
tract5%GSTfromJanuary1.

RBIfinesSBI
Mumbai: TheRBI has fined
SBIRs1croreforregulatory
compliancedeficiencies.

AshokLeyland
NewDelhi:Ashok Leyland
MD-CEOVipin Sondhi has
quitforpersonalreasons.PTI

‘WhatsAppnod’
NewDelhi:WhatsApp got
NPCInodtodoubleuserson
paymentsserviceto40mil-
lion,sourcessaid.REUTERS

LICfelicitation
NewDelhi:LifeInsuranceCo-
rporation (LIC) felicitated
Indian athletes whowon
medals at the 2020 Tokyo
OlympicsandParalympics.

FMatJNPT
NewDelhi: FMNirmalaSit-
haramanvisited Jawaharlal
NehruPortTrustThursdayto
reviewoperations. ENS

FTAs not only way forward: Goyal

PIYUSHGOYAL
Commerce Minister File

INDIARANKSthird,aftertheUS
andChinainthenumberofnatural
disasterssince1900

SINCE1900, Indiahasreported
economiclossof$144billion,with
themostfromfloods($86.8billion)

Source:StateBankofIndia/PTI

‘Need national pool to
hedge natural disaster risk’
As India is among themost disaster-prone countries, an
SBI report has called for creation of a national disaster pool

RBIacceptsmostofpanelproposals,
silentoncorporateforay intobanking

Cross-border
insolvency:
MCA pitches
framework

New Delhi
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PUNJAB STATE SPORTS COUNCIL
(Punjab Govt. Undertaking)

SCO NO. 116-117, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH.
TELEPHONE NO. 0172-2606400, 2668794,

E-mail ID: directorsportspunjab2018@gmail.com /sportsxen@gmail.com
No. 3690 Dated: 26.11.2021

Secure Online Submission of Tenders
Online tenders on item rate basis as per the DNIT are invited on two bid

system (Technical bid & Financial Bid) for the following work:

For detail of works, other terms & conditions & tender documents, the
bidders can log in to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

For participating in the above e-tendering process, the Bidders shall
have to get themselves registered with https://eproc.punjab.gov.in and get
user ID, Password. Class-3 Digital Signature is mandatory to participate in
the e-tendering process. Detailed Notice Inviting Tender and other tems &
conditions are available on website: https://eproc.punjab.gov.in. in all pay-
ments regarding purchase of bid document i.e., Tender form fee, process-
ing fee & earnest money shall be strictly through Online mode (e-payment
only). Bidders are advised to open Bank Account with Core Banking
Solution Branches (with NEFT/RTGS facility).
Note: Any Corrigendum/Addendum to the DNIT shall be uploaded to
website only.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer (C),

Punjab State Sports Council,
Chandigarh.

Sr. Name of the Work Last Date of
No. Online Submission

of Bid Technical Bid Financial Bid

1. 17.12.2021 17.12.2021 To be Intimated
at 11.00 A.M. at 02.00 P.M. later on

Providing and Installation
of Scoring Target System
complete in all aspect at
10 Mtr Shooting Range
Mohali (Punjab)

Opening of Bidding Documents

10437/Pb

Karnataka Urban Infrastructure Development
and Finance Corporation Limited (KUIDFC)
(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

Nagarabhivruddhi Bhavan, No.22, 17th ‘F’ Cross, Old Madras Road,

Indiranagar 2nd Stage, Near BMTC Depot, Bengaluru - 560 038. Phone: 080-25196124-129

e-Mail: info@kuidfc.com Website: www.kuidfc.com

No.: KUIDFC/KUWSMP/Ess-Goods/2020-21/439 Date: 26.11.2021

Procurement of Computers (Laptop and Desktop), Printers
and Scanners and Photocopier along with necessary

related accessories for PIU’s and PMU of KUIDFC under
KUWSMP for the World Bank assisted “Karnataka Urban

Water Supply Modernization Project” (KUWSMP)

KUIDFC is implementing 24x7 Continuous Pressurized Water

Supply Scheme under World Bank assisted “Karnataka Urban

Water Supply Modernization Project” (KUWSMP) in the cities

of (i) Belagavi (ii) Kalaburagi and (iii) Hubballi-Dharwad.

KUIDFC intends to procure required goods as listed below:

(1) Name of the Assignment: Procurement of Computers

(Laptop and Desktop), Printers and Scanners and Photocopier

along with necessary related accessories for PIU’s and PMU

of KUIDFC under KUWSMP. Mode of Applying: Through e-

Portal http://eproc.karnataka.gov.in Last date & time for

Submission: 1600 Hrs on 13.12.2021.

Interested Agencies may apply online to undersigned as per

details available. Details and other information on the proposed

assignment is available on the Karnataka e-Procurement Portal

http://eproc.karnataka.gov.in from 26.11.2021. For any

clarifications, the Task Manager (KUWSMP), KUIDFC may

be contacted. Telephone: +91 080 25196124. Facsimile:

+91 080 25196110.

Sd/- Task Manager, KUWSMP, KUIDFC


S�A�L�U�T�E �T�H�E 
S�O�L�D�I�E	R
MMaarrttyyrr oonn 2277tthh NNoovveemmbbeerr

MMaajj SSaannddeeeepp UUnnnniikkrriisshhnnaann,,
AAsshhookk CChhaakkrraa,, 2277 NNoovveemmbbeerr 22000088
On this auspicious day, we pay homage to Maj Sandeep
Unnikrishnan,AC, of 7 BIHAR, who led a NSG comman-
do team to flush out terrorists from Hotel Taj, Mumbai.
With utter disregard for his own safety, he advanced
from room to room, rescuing numerous hostages. When
one of his team members was grievously injured, he

pinned down the terrorists with accurate fire and rescued the injured
commando. In the process, he was mortally wounded, but continued
to fight till the terrorist threat was eliminated. Your gallant actions will
inspireus forgenerations.We, the fraternityofTheVeerBiharis, salute you.

TThhee BBiihhaarr RReeggiimmeenntt AAssssoocciiaattiioonn

MMaarrttyyrr ooff CCIISSFF oonn 2266tthh NNoovveemmbbeerr
NNaaiikk KK..CC..RROOYY
SSBBSSSS,, SSAALLAAKKAATTII,, 2277..1111..11999966
CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of this
brave-hearts. On this day, he laid down their lives at the
altar of duty while fighting with the militants. His
courage and bravery would remain an abiding source of
inspiration for the force. The force will remain eternally

indebted to him for this noblest deed.

CROSSWORD4597

Across
1Theyaresaid togetaid from
above(7)
5Notexactlyupanddoing?
(5)
8Vehicle that runsontracks
(6,3)
9Hadameal in thecafedining
room(3)
10Biasshownbytheteam(4)
12Shakespeareancharacter
able to thriveon love (8)
14 Illwillofmanytoagirl (6)
15Verymuchtheopposite (6)
17Local concoctionof aleor
gin (8)
18Goddess in terribledanger
(4)
21Reformnowandconfess (3)
22Radiosetsdesignedfor
satellites (9)
24Agirl someadmire,
needless tosay (5)
25Shemaybealientome
(7)

Down
1Breaksuptheband(5)
2TheFrenchmaid’shome
address (3)
3Themaintypeof eagle
(4)
4Safe rescue isorganised(6)
5Puzzle: findthecompanycar
- it’sbrokendown(8)6
Somewhateccentricplace for
leisureactivities? (3-6)7
Newcomerwhowill leap
aheadwhendetailed (7)
11Horse-drawnvehicle
industry (9)
13Touchingaward(8)
14Radioexpert fromMinorca
(7)
16Batmanturnsout tobe
smallandaggressive
(6)
19Possibly liesunderapartof
thechurch(5)
20Atest said tobepassed(4)
23Maninamix-up(3)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Foronceyourchart
favoursspeculation,
so if you're in the
moodfora flutter, I

canseeyoucomingoutontop.
Itmaybeanemotional risk
that'sonyourmind, inwhich
caseyoumayproceedwith
confidence.However, thepre-
condition is thatyoualways try
toseetheworld through
partners' eyes.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Itwouldbethe
easiest thing in the
world foryouto
blameotherpeople

forcurrentworries.Yet
youmaybepartly responsible
yourself, largelyonaccount
of your failure tosaywhat
you're really feeling. If
somebody is tobehonest
withyou,youneedtoplay
fairwith them.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
It is timeonceagain
todonyour
commander'shat in
readiness for the

battles tocome.Youmaybe
veryconfident, for future
conflictshavealreadybeen
rehearsed.You'll therefore
knowexactlywhat'sgoingon
before ithappens.At least,
that's the theory.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Wecomeround
tothe timeofmonth
whenhomeand
familyaffairsmust

takethehighestpriority.
Rather thansquandera
celestialopportunity,you
should lookaroundandsee
what improvementsare
necessary tomaintain
harmoniousrelationships.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
It's a timefor travel
andcommunication.
Pickupthatphone,
write those letters,

take that tripandget in
touch.Financialdiscussions
anddecisionsseemto
becrucial.Whereveryou
are,whateveryou'redoing,
you'll getnowhereunless
you'vegot the facts straight.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
You'vedonewell,
but itmaybesome
timeyetbeforeyou
areable topursue

yourmostpersonalgoals.
If you're thetypetoplan
ahead, setyourself anine-
monthschedule.As fornow,
justgetonandenjoycurrent
relationships forall
they'reworth.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
You're incontrol
today.Theonly
drawbackmaybea
tendencytobe

rather tooemotional.
Creativepleasuresandsocial
enjoymentbothhavetheir
place,butdeep insideyou're
looking forsomethingelse,
somethingmoremeaningful.
Hangontoyoursense
ofhumour.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Thegeneral
planetaryset-up
maynotbeperfect,
but it isvery

fortunate.Besure tospendas
muchtimeasyouneedby
yourself, foryourspiritual
batteriesneedrecharging.Set
yoursightsonsolid long-term
improvementsathome,and
don't letnegativeattitudes
putyouoff.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Throughoutthe
comingmonthsyou
willhavetoreform
andclarifyyour

opinionsandattitudes.Friendly
contactsoverthenexttwodays
willgiveyouanideaofhow
otherpeoplethink,solook, listen
andlearn.Youmightdiscover
somethingtoyouradvantage.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Itwouldbewiser to
avoidsituations
whichmakeyou
tenseoruneasy.On

theotherhand, it is true that the
starsareonyourside,bringing
anairofworthwhile
achievementanda feelingof
goodwillwheneveryoutake
therightsteps.Yourconscience
willbeyourguide.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Youmayfindit
possibletoforget
aboutemotional
traumas. If so,you're

lucky, foritwillbeeasiertorelax
andenjoytoday'spositive
romanticandsocialtrends.
Settleyourspendingplans
overthenextfewdays,and
makeyourintentions
abundantlyclear.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Thoughtsanddreams
willmergeinyour
bountiful
imagination.Youmay

knowwhatyouthink,butwhat
doyoufeel?Today'sstarsare
splendidforallpoetsand
paintersbut, ifyou'repursuing
practicalmeasures,thinkbefore
youact,otherwiseyou'll
probablypickupthewrongend
ofthestick.

S
U
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O
K
U
4
6
6
7

DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S

O
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K
U
4
6
6
6

Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Workontheaccent, itwill____the__.-PierreBonnard(7,.,5)

SOLUTION:OBESE,CHILL,UNHAND,WAIVER
Answer:Workontheaccent,itwillenliventhewhole.-PierreBonnard

BSEEO ADUHNN

AEIRVW

SolutionsCrossword4596:Across:1Hornpipe,5Odds,9Lemur,10Spanner,11
Part-timework,13Action,14Motion,17Steeplechase,20Obverse,21Ready,22
Kiss,23Reveille.Down:1Hold,2Rampart,3Paratroopers,4Pistil,6Dingo,7
Striking,8Makenocharge,12Passbook,15Install,16Severe,18Elvis,19Lyre.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

CALENDAR
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NZ’s immovable assets
OpenersLathamandYoung leadKiwis’s ripostewithunbrokencenturystandafterSouthee’s five-for restricts India to345

SANDIPG
KANPUR,NOVEMBER26

THE SON of a formermakeshift opener for
his country and a natural science degree
dropout combined to produce the most
memorable day for a pair of New Zealand
openers inAsia. Together, for 57 overs, Tom
LathamandWill Youngmonumentally de-
fied and blunted India’s trio of well-worn
spinnerswithout enduring toomany nerv-
ousmoments,throughapplicationoftechni-
cal andmental skills.
TheirresistancecapturedabrilliantNew

Zealand comeback— after restricting India
to345despiteShreyas Iyer’s centuryonde-
but, thanks to Tim Southee’smaniacal toil.
YoungandLathamadded129runswithout
being separated, keeping the match on a
knife’s edge.
If Latham, the more experienced one

with ample exposure to Asian conditions,
wastheunbudgingstonewaller,Young,play-
ing just the fourth Test of his start-stop ca-
reer, was the enterprising sailor, charting
newwaters.
Lathambattedwiththetraitsthatoneex-

pects from him— resolve, awareness and
adaptability. He weathered an early spell
from Ravichandran Ashwin with the
doggednessofhisdefence.Unlikealotof left-
handedbatsmen—manyofwhomcouldbe
countedasAshwin’sbunnies—hisfootwork
wasdecisive.Thefirststridegoesbackwards,
but Lathamdoesn’t get sucked there. Then
depending on the length, he hangs back or
strides out. On both instances, the stride is
definite, nohalf-prodsorhalf-measures, no
stabsorpokes.Hewouldalso stretch lowto
smother thespin, anaspect thathehadvig-
orouslyworkedonduring the lockdown.
Assessing that he needed to steel up his

game against spinners, Latham created a
rough inhis backyard, andpractiseddefen-
sivestrokesforhoursonend.Likeduringhis
schooldays,whenheusedtomakehisfather
Rod bowl endlessly at him. “The keywas to
quickenmyfeetmovementagainstspinners,
as inNewZealand,youwouldnotoftenfind
turners,”hesaidinanNZCpodcast. Ithascon-
siderably tighteneduphisgame.
He pulled off a double-bluff as well. He

knewthattheIndianspinnersknewheliked
tosweep,hisfather’sfavouriteshot,andhad
a tendency tooveruse it.
On an up-and-down deck, the shot is

evenmoredangerous.So,hesummonedthe
shotwarily—only two fours came through
the route, executing it onlywhen he had a
measure of it. He relied more on shots
straight down the ground to full or good-
length balls, or cuts whenever India’s
bowlers shortened their lengths. Ashwin
mixed his length, began tossing upmore
generouslywithoutprotectioninthecovers,
butLathamwasnottobetempted.Heslith-
ered in the carrom ball, deliberately went
leg-side,incaseheover-balancedwhenflick-
ing. But Lathamwould just offer the broad
willowof abstinence.
It’s Ravindra Jadeja that troubled him

morewith his change of pace, and hewas
once adjudged LBW, but for an edge the
snickometerdetecteduponreview.
Hehad successfully overturnedanother

LBWoff Ishant Sharma early on. But those
aberrationsaside,hewasasafehouseforthe
Kiwicause,ashehadbuilthisreputationon.
Tonegate theunevenbounce Jadejawas in-
stigatingfromthepitch,theleft-handerwas
wary to playhimon the front foot, nudging
andpushinghimbehindthestumpsforsin-
gles and doubles,more often than not con-
tent ingiving thestrikebacktohismoreag-
gressiveaccomplice.
Hispartner,Young, isattendedbyanun-

lucky reputation. New Zealand’s skipper at
the 2012 U-19World Cup, he had always
beenthewrongmanat thewrongplace.He
hadanuncannyknackofpickingupinjuries
wheneverhewasprimedtomakehisdebut.
Whenfinally,hekeptinjuriesaway,another
slice of misfortune struck. Hewas slated to
debutagainstBangladeshin2019,butthese-
rieswascalledoffaftertheterroristattackat
a Christchurch mosque on the eve of the

match. He had even addressed a press con-
ferencewhenthenewsbroke in.
The 29-year-old had towait for another

20months for his Test cap. Then struck an-
other injury that ruled him out for six
months, a period inwhich Devon Conway
burstforthtostakehisopeningclaims.Young
took amental break from the game and set
upTheWill YoungCricket Trust to fundun-
derprivileged young cricketerswith schol-
arshipsandkits.
He patiently bided his time, andwhen

Conwaywas injured at the T20World Cup,
hewas parachuted at the top of the order.
This time, he seemed determined tomake
themost of thebreak, constructing a knock
of immensegravity.Forafirst-timerinIndia,
onalowturner,hebattedwithoutanystreak
ofunfamiliarity.Rather,withthefamiliarity
of aveteran.

Use of the feet
He dexterously used his feet to counter

Ashwin and once lofted-drove him sub-
limely through mid-on. Not just against
Ashwin, he repeatedly stepped out to the
faster Axar Patel and Jadeja. Patel was
smeared through cover before he picked
Jadeja throughmid-off. Hewasmore ruth-
lessontheerringseamers,especiallyYadav,
whomhepunishedwith fiveboundaries.
Inthepast,Youngusedtobecensuredfor

squandering his starts (12 first-class hun-
dredsbut30half-centuries),buthere,hewas
judicious after reaching 50, which he did
withadelicatenudgetothethird-manfence
off Yadav.Rather,hedecelerated.
The deeper they batted, themore petu-

lant India’s bowlers became. Not that they
bowledbadly,buttheNewZealandpairout-
thought and out-fought them. They could
blamemisfortune too — plenty of edges
droppedshortof fielders,acoupleofreviews
didn’t favour them, and thepitchdidn’t de-
teriorate asmuch as they had anticipated.
The lack of pace and bounce hampered
Ashwin'scraftfromblossoming,whilePatel
and Jadeja struggledwith their lengths.
But they are still in the game, and could

bouncebackasNewZealandaccomplished
on the secondday. If thebuild-up to the se-
ries was low-key, due to a clutch of absen-
tees and the general saturation, it has
sparked to life in the first twodays.
SCOREBOARD: India 1st innings:
(Overnight 258/4): Shreyas Iyer c Young b
Southee 105, Ravindra Jadeja b Southee 50,
Wriddhiman Saha c Blundell b Southee 1,
RavichandranAshwinbPatel 38,AxarPatel
cBlundellbSouthee3,UmeshYadav notout
10, Ishant Sharma lbwbPatel 0;Extras: (B-
5LB-2NB-4W-1)12
Total: (All out in111.1overs)345
FoW: 1/21 2/82 3/106 4/145 5/266 6/288
7/3058/3139/33910/345
Bowling: Tim Southee 27.4-6-69-5, Kyle
Jamieson23.2-6-91-3,AjazPatel 29.1-7-90-
2, William Somerville 24-2-60-0, Rachin
Ravindra7-1-28-0.
NewZealand1stInnings:TomLathambatting
50,WillYoungbatting75;Extras:(lb-1,nb-3)4
Total:129 for0 in57overs
Bowling: Ishant Sharma 6-3-10-0, Umesh
Yadav10-3-26-0,RavichandranAshwin17-
5-38-0,RavindraJadeja14-4-28-0,AxarPatel
10-1-26-0.

SANDIPG
KANPUR,NOVEMBER26

THREE YEARS ago, during a break at his
ManawatuWaihoraFarminWhangerei,Tim
Southeecontemplatedhiscricketingfuture.
Hehad just turned30, theonsetof sporting
middle-age, and visualised how hewould
liketoseehimself fiveyearsdowntheline.“I
am not someonewho thinks deeply about
my game, but then I knew it was time I
plannedabitmoreaboutmycareer, so that
I continuetobearelevantcricketer,”hetold
anNZCpodcast.
Afewhours intohisreverie,hezeroedin

ontwocareer-elongatingmust-dos.
First was fitness, which has drastically

improved after Olympic sprint coach Chris
Donaldsonhadtakenover.
Buthewasawareofprospective injuries

that lurkedineverycornerof a fastbowler’s
alley. “I have toconditionmybody in sucha
way that I keepoff injuries thatwouldkeep
meoutof thegameforalongtime,”Southee
said.Itmeantmoreconditioningandsprint-
ing, more camps at the base of Mount
Manganui in Tauranga. “I wanted to run
harder and faster, and Iwanted to be atmy
fittest inmy30s,”headded.
Pushed on by his super-quick new-ball

accompliceTrentBoult, thefastestof thelot,
andMitchell Santner, the second quickest,
Southee pushedup speeds. The Fartlek test
—where the cricketers run 100m, 200m,
300m,400mwithaminute’srestinbetween
—thatDonaldson insisteduponhelpedtoo.
“Hehas improvedhisspeedmassively from
thefirsttimeIsawhim,andyoucanseehe’s
not getting injured as often as he used to in
thepast.Hecankeepbowlingforalongtime
withoutlosingsteam,”Donaldsononcetold
stuff.co.nz.
Ashedidinhismorningburst inKanpur,

exhibiting 11 overs of consummate seam-
bowlingartistry,unrelentinginpassion,craft
and pure energy. Southee needed no cajol-
ing or coaxing from captain Kane
Williamson, but each time someone had

completed an over from the other end, he
would be already standing near the top of
therun-up.Andhewouldlopein,hardlybe-
trayinganywearyingof bodyor spirit, each
balldeliveredwithwicket-plottingvendetta.
Itwasa featureofhimthatendearedhimto
former Kiwi skipper BrendonMcCullum.
“Timjust thinksaboutwicketsall thetime,”
heoncesaid.
Means to keep pickingwickets was the

other important objective Southee derived
from the farmhouse reverie. He always had
a natural out-swinger, a treat for the eyes,
withtheballcurlingintoright-handedbats-
men and canting away. He then developed
theorthodoxin-swingertoo,thoughhewas
alwayscareful innotover-usingit.Hestrug-
gledtodisguisetheballtoo—thearm-speed
is slowerand the release is abithigher than
usual.“Iobviouslydon’thaveexpresspace,so
you’relookingtoskinthecatdifferentlyand
that’susingsubtlevariations.Obviously,Irely
heavily onmy outswing, but I need to add
more,”hesaid.

Learning fromothers
Alotof thenext fewmonthswereabout

putting intopractice the theoretical knowl-
edgehehadpickedfromobservingandcon-
versingwith other fast bowlers. The ambi-

tionwas to bowl the same in-swinger and
out-swinger with different grips. From
Englandbowlers,Southeepickedtheideaof
thethree-quarterseamballforin-swingers,
wherein he holds the ball cross-seam, gets
hiswrist and fingers coming straight down
behind the seam, and releases it without
breaking his wrist. At release, he runs his
wrist nicely behind the ball. The ball lands
on the seam and breaks into the right-
handed batsman. Unlike his standard in-
swinger, there’shardlyanyvarianceinarm-
speed, actionor releasepoint.
At the bowling camp in Lincoln, hewas

always bowling three-quarter-seam in-
swingerswithNewZealand bowling coach
Shane Jurgensen. “Lots and lots of them.
Every time we had a camp, he was like,
‘coach, youwant to see it?’ It was good – it
took him awhile to get it and then all of a
suddenhelearnedaround,possiblyturning
the ball around the otherway and bowling
it theexact sameway,” Jurgensensaid.
NoneofhisfivewicketsinIndia’sfirst in-

nings in Kanpur had the stamp of an in-
swinger.But itwashis favourite set-up tool.
Fourofhisfivewicketswerebargainedwith
the away-swinger or the one that moved
awaya trifle off the seam,but thiswas after
hehadsoftened thebatsmanupwith those
that came in.
Not just swing or swing movement,

Southeehasevolvedintoafinemanipulator
ofanglesandcrease.Theconcoctionhasqui-
etlymadehimoneof themostall-condition
exponentsof seamandswing.Sincethataf-
ternoon in 2018, he has picked 111wickets
in22games at anaverageof 21.51. It has in-
cludedfivewicketsinAustralia,England,and
India, besides averages of 18.2 in Sri Lanka
and 24 in UAE. A grossly underestimated
bowler in Asia. In 21 Test innings, Southee
hasnabbed45wickets at23.86. In compar-
ison, JamesAndersoncosts30runs foreach
of his52wickets inAsia.
What’smore,heisnotshowinganysigns

of diminishing either. Rather, keener on
addingmore songs to his playlist tomake
batsmendance tohis tunes.

NewZealand’sWillYoungsweepsduringhisunbeaten75onDay2of the firstTest inKanpur. PTI

Old warhorse Southee learns new
tricks to keep himself relevant

Cumminsnamed
Australiaskipper,
Smithisvice-captain
Melbourne:Pat Cummins has been
named the first fast bowler to captain
Australia's Test
cricket team on a
fulltimebasis and
former skipper
Steve Smith re-
turns fromleader-
shipwilderness to
becometheteam's
vice captain. Cricket Australiamade
both announcements on Friday.
Cummins,whohadbeenvicecaptain,
replaces TimPaine,who resigned last
week over a sex-texting scandal four
years ago. The last fast bowler to lead
AustraliaattestlevelwasRayLindwall
forasinglematch in1956,andonlyas
astand-in.CumminsisAustralia's47th
Test captain. Smithwas fired fromthe
captaincy after the ball-tampering
scandalinSouthAfricain2018.Aswell
aslosingthecaptaincy,hewasbanned
fromanyleadershiprolesfortwoyears.
"I am honoured to accept this role
aheadofwhatwillbeamassiveAshes
summer," Cummins said in a state-
ment. "I hope I canprovide the same
leadership Tim (Paine) has given the
groupinthepastfewyears."Thefirstof
fiveAshesTestsagainstEnglandbegins
onDecember8inBrisbane.AP

Women’sfootball:
BrazilthrashIndia
Manaus:The Indianwomen's football
teamscoredonegoalandkeptmighty
Brazil atbay till late in the firsthalf but
eventually lost 1-6 in its firstmatchof
the four-nation international tourna-
menthereonFriday.ManishaKalyan
equalisedintheeighthminuteforIndia
afterDeboraOliveirahadputthe2007
WorldCuprunners-upintheleadinthe
veryfirstminuteofthematch.Giovana
CostaputBrazil intheleadagaininthe
36thminute togive thehomeside the
advantageatthebreather.Brazil,how-
ever,pumpedinfourmoregoalsinthe
secondhalf throughAriadina Borges
(52nd), Kerolin Ferraz (54th), Geyse
Ferreira (76th) and Ariadina Borges
(81st) towin thematchwitha tennis-
likescoreline.Thematchmarkedthein-
ternational retirement of legendary
mid-fielderFormigaat43yearofageaf-
terplaying26yearsand205gamesfor
Brazil. She featured in sevenOlympics
andasmanyWorldCups.Shewasapart
of the 2007World Cup silvermedal
winningBrazilteam.Shecameasasub-
stitutewith barely 15minutes left in
Friday'smatchat ArenadaAmazonia.
India play Chile (November 29) and
Venezuela(December2).PTI

India‘A’gameendsin
adrawafterrain
Bloemfontein: The first unofficial Test
between India A and South Africa A
here ended in a draw after play on
fourthandfinaldaywaswashedout.In
responsetothehosts'509forsevende-
clared,IndiaAhadreached308forfour
at stumps on day three. Abhimanyu
Easwarancompiledasolidhundredin
thegamebutskipperPriyankPanchal
missed out on one by only four runs.
Thebowlers struggledwith thehosts
piling on the runs. Hanumar Vihari,
whowas controversially dropped for
thehomeseriesagainstNewZealand,
made 25 off 53 balls. Another India
player Prithvi Shaw scored a fine 48.
Thesecondmatchof the three-match
serieswill be played fromNovember
29atthesamevenue.
BRIEFSCORES:SouthAfricaA:509for
7declaredin135.3overs(PieterMalan
163,TonydeZorzi117;NavdeepSaine
2/67, ArzanNagwaswalla 2/75) drew
with India A: 308 for 4 in 93.1 overs
(Abhimanyu Easwaran 103, Priyank
Panchal96,PrithviShaw48). PTI

FormerBrazilOlympic
bossjailedfor30years
Sao Paulo:CarlosArthurNuzman, the
head of the Brazilian Olympic
Committeeformorethantwodecades,
was sentenced to 30 years and 11
monthsinjailforallegedlybuyingvotes
for Rio de Janeiro to host the 2016
Olympics.Nuzman,whoalsoheaded
the Rio 2016 organizing committee,
wasfoundguiltyofcorruption,money
laundering and tax evasion. The 79-
year-old executivewon't be jailedun-
tilallhisappealsareheard. Heandhis
lawyerdidnot commenton thedeci-
sion. Bretas also sentenced to jail for-
merRioGov. Sergio Cabral, business-
man Arthur Soares and Leonardo
Gryner,whowastheRio2016commit-
tee director-general of operations.
InvestigatorssayallthreeandNuzman
coordinatedtobribetheformerpresi-
dentoftheInternationalAssociationof
Athletics Federations, LamineDiack,
andhissonPapaDiackforvotes. AP

BRIEFLY

TimSouthee’s5 for69wasresponsible
for Indiagettingbowledout for less
than350. AP
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SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER26

WITH THE international touring teams
scrambling to get out of SouthAfrica after a
newvariantof theCovid-19virushasstarted
causingpanic, Indiahasn’tpressedthepanic
buttonyet,rathersendingteamstothecoun-
try for sportingevents.
India’s junior women’s hockey team,

witha fewU-18players in their ranks,were
scheduled to leave for South Africa on
SaturdayfortheJuniorWomen’sWorldCup
untiltheInternationalHockeyFederationde-
cided to put the tournament on hold on
Fridayevening.TheWorldCupwastobegin
inPotchefstroomfromDecember5.
The India ‘A’ cricket team is currently

touring the country, playing their first four-
daygameatBloemfontein,while thesenior
Indiateamisset to flyouttoSouthAfricaaf-
ter their ongoing home series against New
Zealand.
The BCCI has chosen towait andwatch

despiteaHealthMinistryadvisory toall the
states that identified thenewvariant of the
virus, B.1.1529, to potentially have “serious
publichealth implications”.
On Thursday, the Health Ministry di-

rected all the states that international trav-
ellers coming from and transiting through
Botswana,SouthAfrica,andHongKongmust
besubjectedtorigorousscreeningandtest-
ingdue tomultiplecasesof thenewvariant
of thevirus reported in thesecountries.
The BCCI hasn’t cancelled the ‘A’ team

touryetand it is learnt thatnocommunica-
tionhasbeensent to the team. “Weneed to
get thedetails fromCricketSouthAfricabe-
foredecidingourfuturecourseofaction.We
are keeping an eye on the development,” a
BCCIofficial toldThe IndianExpress.
Asperthecricketboard,theseniorteam’s

tourtoSouthAfricaforthreeTests,threeODIs
and four T20Is, starting on December 17, is
onat themoment, although the situation is
being considered as fluid. The Indian team
had refused to play the fifth Test against
EnglandinManchesterinSeptemberfollow-

ingaCovidoutbreak in thecamp.
On Friday, after the first ODI between

SouthAfricaandtheNetherlandswasrained
out,CricketSouthAfricaputoutastatement
that read: “Cricket South Africa (CSA) and
Koninklijke Nederlandse Cricket Bond
(KNCB)areawareofnewsreportsdoingthe
rounds regarding the Netherlands tour to
SouthAfricabeingcancelledorpostponed.”
It added: “Bothboards can confirm that

following updated information, it is highly
unlikely that the visiting teamwill be able
to flyoutof SouthAfricaover theweekend.
The KNCB is reviewing all of its options,
while prioritising the physical andmental
well-being of its players. A decision on the
continuationof the serieswill follow in the
next 24 to48hours,while all flight options
arebeingconsidered.”
Today, Associated Press reported that

BritishandIrishgolfersandrugbyteamswere
rushing to return home after the United
Kingdomgovernmentannounceditwasban-
ning flights fromSouthAfrica tocounter the
spreadofanewCovid-19variant.Thereport

quotedUKHealthSecretarySajidJavidassay-
ingthattherewereconcernsthenewvariant
“maybemore transmissible” than thedelta
strain, and “the vaccines thatwe currently
havemaybe lesseffective”against it.
Irish golfer Paul Dunne told RTE Radio

thathehaspulledoutoftheJoburgOpenand
planned to take a flight to Dubai on Friday.
“I’dthreeholestofinishinmyfirstround,and
when I came in I turnedmyphone on and I
hadmessages fromeveryone askingme if I
wasgoingtogototheairportorstayandplay.
That’swhen I started to look into it,”Dunne
told the radioshow.
The United Rugby Championship, too,

hasbeenonhold.OnThursday,theNational
InstituteforCommunicableDiseases(NICD),
thenationalpublichealth instituteof South
Africa, said that a newCovid-19 variant has
beendetected inSouthAfrica,with22posi-
tive cases recorded following genomic se-
quencing. British science journalNature re-
ported that aWorld Health Organization
(WHO) expert group was set to label the
strainasa “variantof concern”.

Covid variant in South Africa: BCCI not pulling out India ‘A’ team

PrithviShawiscurrently inSouth
Africawiththe India ‘A’ squad. File

ShreyasIyer,overnighton75,madea
centuryondebut,onthesecond
morning. PTI

CARLSEN EARNS DRAW
World champion Magnus Carlsen and challenger Ian
Nepomniachtchi settled for a draw after 45 moves in Game 1 of
the World Chess Championship. “The result was solid. I do feel
like I was a little bit shaky at times. Certain things I could have
done better but overall I think the result was fair enough,"
Carlsen, who played with black pieces, said. ENS
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MIHIRVASAVDA
BHUBANESWAR,NOVEMBER26

THEREWASN’T ever anydoubt thatAraijeet
SinghHundalwouldgrowup tobeahockey
player.Hisgrandfatherhadlaidthefoundation
forothersintheirvillagetoplaythesport.His
father played for top teams innational-level
competitions.Sodidhisuncles,extendedfam-
ilyandfamilyfriends.
Itwasnatural,then,forhimtocarryonthe

tradition.Butasaforward?Forsomeonewho
grewuptobe6-foot-3-inchtall,itwentagainst
convention. “Peoplewould ask, kivemanage
karenga, teregodeyanvichjaanhai?(Howwill
youmanage, are your knees that strong?),”
laughs JagbirSingh,oneof thefew6-foot for-
wardstohaveplayedforIndia.
When it comes to forwards, the thinking

goes, the smaller the better. That’s why
Hundal’s fatherKuljit, a former full-back for
Railways,waspostedindefence.
“But defenders get battered. It’s a very

painfulrole,”Kuljitsays.“Ididn’twantmyson
tocomehomebruisedafter everymatch. So,
weputinefforttomakeAraijeetaforward.”
FewoutrightIndianforwardshavebeenas

tall as the17-year-old fromAmritsar.Gurjant
Singh,thescorerofthegoalthatwonIndiathe
last JuniorWorld Cup, stands at 6 foot but
Hundalistaller,andleaneryetstronger.Inthat
sense,Hundal–manofthematchinIndia’s13-
1demolitionofCanadaattheJuniorWorldCup
–isananomalyinavertically-challengedfor-
wardline.Aneight-secondspellagainstFrance,
wasenoughtoshowtheassethecanbeforthe
nationalteamifthetransitionishandledwell.
The forward leaned forward slightly and

usedhisreachtowina50-50ballinthecentre
of themidfield. Then,while shepherding it
with the stickusing just onehand, he glided
withhis giant strides, keeping thedefenders
awayandenteringthe‘D’withoutanyfuss.
Hedidn’t shy away from taking a shot at

goal either, using all his upper body strength
todoso,butputting itwide.But in those few
seconds,theadvantageofhavingatallforward
was apparent. “Inmy time,we’ve not had a
strikerastallashim,”saysIndia’sformerHigh-
PerformanceDirector David John,whohas
beeninvolvedwithIndianhockeyforadecade.
Tall forwardsareatapremiumnot just in

India but inworld hockey. Dutch starMirco
Pruyser,6’3”,wasoneofthemostsought-after
strikersintheHockeyIndiaLeague,wherehe
playedforPunjabWarriors.
In2016,theIOCreleasedtheanthropomet-

ricdataofplayersacrosssportsfrommostpar-
ticipatingnations.Itrevealedthatofthe12na-
tionsattheRioOlympicshockeytournament,
theshortestplayerswerefromIndia.Theirav-

erageheightwasroughly5’8”,nearly3inches
shorterthanthetallestside,theNetherlands.
Thelackofsizehasn’thurttheteamsofar.

“ThereflexesandbrillianceofIndianforwards
makeupforit,” Jagbirsays.
Height,however,offerssomeclear-cutad-

vantages:usingthereachtokeeptheballaway
from thedefender, using long strides to ap-
proachtheballbeforethedefenderinsidethe
circle,andusingthephysiquetosteerclearof
thetackles.Andtheextra inchescanbehelp-
fultodeflectacrossbydiving.

Tickingall boxes
Hundal’s mentor Balwinder Singh

Shammi,whowas Jagbir’s teammate at the
1988SeoulOlympics,atteststhattheteenager
ticksmost of those boxes. “It isn’t just his
height,”Shammi,alankyforwardhimself,says.
“Araijeethasasharphockeybrain,hasavery
powerfulshotandcanalsotakedrag-flicks.”
Butwith a giant frame comepeculiar is-

sues.Thefirstisthelengthofthehockeystick,
which formost players in India is around36
inches.Hundal uses a stick that’s two inches
longerandwhich,atonepoint,hadtobecus-
tommade.
Theweightof thestick isalsocrucial fora

playertostaybalanced–lighterthestick,bet-
terthebalance.
Then,there’sthebody’smaintenance.“Ihad

toenduremanyanklesprainsandasevereback
injury. If yourneck, abdomenandbackaren’t
strong,thenyouwon’tlastlong.SoIworkedon

that forextrahoursafter training.Then, if you
wanttohaveflexiblehipstochangedirection,
youhavetokeepbodyfatlevelstoaminimum
else you’llmove slowly,” Jagbir says. “With
sports science, these challenges canbedealt
withbuttheyarechallengesnevertheless.”
Asa teenagerwho isplayingonlyhis first

juniorinternationaltournament,thesethoughts
haven’tcrossedHundal’smind.
Heknowsjusttwothings:“Ihaveapower-

fulshotandbecauseofmyheight,Icanbeagood
forward.”
Iftherewasanydoubtaboutthat,he’slay-

ingittorestnow.

Theteen,at6’3,ischallengingconventionthatshorterhockeyforwardsarebetter

JUNIORWORLDCUP

Hundal stands tall in attack

Hundalwasthemanof thematch in India’s13-1winoverCanada.Hockey India

RESULTS
SouthAfrica 5 1 Chile
SouthKorea 5 1 USA

Spain 2 3 Netherlands
Argentina2 3 Germany
Malaysia 1 1 Belgium

TODAY'SFIXTURES
■PakistanvsEgypt
■FrancevsCanada
■SouthAfricavsMalaysia
■BelgiumvsChile
■ IndiavsPoland

After a year’s
gap, Pune
Open back on
ATP calendar
SHAHIDJUDGE
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER27

AFTERTHE2021editionwascan-
celled due to the pandemic, the
TataOpenMaharashtraisbackon
theATPcalendar for theupcom-
ingseason.SouthAsia’sonlyATP
250 event is scheduled to take
placestartingJanuary31,adayaf-
tertheAustralianOpenends.“It’s
beena longtimeandtheplayers
too have always liked travelling
toPune,sothisissomethingthat
iswelcomed,” says tournament
directorPrashantSutar.
Crucialtotheeventresuming

in India are the Covid-19 safety
protocols that organisers will
have to put in place before the
playersstarttoarriveinPune.The
most importantdirective for the
ATPwasthatplayersmustnotbe
forced into a 14-day quarantine
upon landing in India.
“(TheATP)putdownthepro-

tocols for safety, which wewill
beabletofulfileasily.Whatthey
wantedtoknowis ifplayerswill
havetoquarantine.Therewillbe
norequirementforquarantine,”
SutarsaystoTheIndianExpress.
Thequarantinerequirement

was the main reason the ATP
eventdidnot takeplace in India
last year. Though quarantine
upon landing is not required,
there is still a vast list of proto-
cols thatneedtobeput inorder.
Covid testing for starters.
“Playerswillbetestedassoonas
they reach the hotel, and then
againevery72hoursduringthe
tournament,” he says. “If a
player tests positive, he will be
shifted toanofficialCovidhotel
for quarantine.”
In Pune players need not be

vaccinated.Recently, theCovid-
19vaccinationhasbeenamajor
bone of contention between
players and organisers of the
AustralianOpen.
The state of Victoria has

made it compulsory for players
tobefullyvaccinatedbeforethey
arrive in Melbourne for the
year’s first Slam, casting doubts
over World No.1 Novak
Djokovic’s –whohas refused to
disclosehisvaccinestatus–par-
ticipationat theevent.
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